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Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): In a 
significant decision, the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) on 
Monday unanimously resolved 
to field the alliance’s consensus 
candidates under the banner 
of the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) to the 
by-elections to 26th Aonglenden 
assembly constituency as well as 
the Nagaland Lok Sabha parlia-
mentary constituency.

The decision was taken dur-
ing a meeting of the PDA’s elected 
members and the PDA coordi-
nation committee  at the chief 
minister's residential office today 
under the chairmanship of PDA 

chairman, Chingwang Konyak, 
informed a press statement. 

“The PDA upholds the deci-
sions of the state cabinet on the 
matter of the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill and expresses its strong 
solidarity with the firm stand of 
the state government. The PDA 
also welcomes the decision of the 
State cabinet to hold consultations 
with cross sections of society on 
the matter and in this regard, we 
appeal to all concerned to come 
forward in a positive and participa-
tory manner with views and sug-
gestions so that the approach of 
the government will reflect the will 
and desire of the people,” it stated. 

The collation partners reaf-
firmed their commitment to unity 
and understanding within the PDA 
and reiterated the PDA is on solid 
footing under the leadership of 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio. “The 
PDA is functioning smoothly with 
collective responsibility while 
tirelessly pursuing the commit-
ments of the Common Minimum 
Program (CMP) of the coalition 
with encouraging support from all 
sections of the people.”

It appreciated the tremendous 
developmental works and welfare 
programmes being undertaken by 
the state government in a success-
ful manner as committed in the 

CMP with the positive support of 
the NDA government. “The state 
government has ensured that 
salaries of its employees especially 
to teachers and scholarships to 
students are being disbursed in a 
timely manner. 

“Several new initiatives aimed 
at upliftment of all sections, pro-
motion of youth empowerment 
including sports and games, suc-
cessful implementation of tourism 
events and new policies under agri 
and allied sector amongst a host 
of other developmental activities 
are ensuring that positive and 
progressive change is taking place 
in Nagaland,” read the statement. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Jan. 21 (EMN): The public re-
sponse—at least here in the state’s capital 
Kohima—to the Nagaland government’s 
‘plastic-free’ declaration in December last 
year has been a mixed one so far. 

Speaking to Eastern Mirror, the ad-
ministrator of Kohima Municipal Council 
(KMC), Kovi Meyase said the council had 
“sensitised” the residents of all the capital’s 
19 wards “about the adverse effect of plastic 
pollution” last year. The level of awareness 
among the residents, he said, was “impres-
sive.” 

Meyase was of the view that along 
with the changes, due attention should 
be given to the alternatives that were 
made available to the public. Presently, 
paper bags, bamboo products, recycled 
plastic bags (above 50 microns), and other 
biodegradable products are employed as 
alternatives. 

According to him, those alternatives 
were “not very cost-effective.” Ultimately, 
for the public affordability becomes a 
problem, Meyase said. He was hopeful that 
the government would provide subsidy to 
some entrepreneurs with the aim to pro-
duce those alternatives at a cheaper rate. 

Meyase was pleased to see the younger 
generation taking the plastic-free campaign 
seriously. The KMC, he said, will be organ-
ising a seminar in collaboration with the 
Angami Women Organisation—Northern, 
Southern, Western and Chakro—in the 
month of February, as part of the plastic-
free campaign. 

The chairman of New Market Pan-
chayat, Ruokuobeizo Nyusou said the 
council had in November 2018 directed the 
residents and shopkeepers not to use plas-
tic bags and wrappers. ‘This year, we have 
informed and handed out a circulation to 
all the shopkeepers about the penalties 
for the violation of the rule. And so far the 
response is good,’ Nyusou said. 

He added that people who are not 
aware of the colony’s new initiative used 
to complain about wrapping of paan in a 
paper and not plastics. “It’s difficult to im-
pose everything all at once. Therefore, we 
are starting with the small thing,” Nyusou 
humbly said.

The chairman said that the council’s 
next step will be to ban the use of Styrofoam 
plates and cups, plastic bottles especially 
during weddings and mass celebrations. 
‘But foremost we want to completely ban 
the use of plastic wrappers for sweets, paan, 
tamul etc.,’ he said.

The penalty for first-time violation in-
volves monetary fine. But for repeaters, the 
shopkeepers’ license would be cancelled 
and expelled from the locality.  

For two students, the ‘change’ has been 
noticeable. “In some shops, paper bags 
are used instead of plastic,” said Wekeso-u 
Kapfo. From her residence at Forest Colony 
to Kohima College, Kapfo could see many 
“positive changes.” Also, her friend Gita 
Kumari said that earlier there used to be 
lots of wrappers lying everywhere but now 
it is much cleaner.

“If at all ban has to be imposed, than it’ll 
have to start from the factory itself and not 
at the shop outlets,” said one of the shop-
keepers who did not wish to be named. 

“More or less, it’s like the same thing,” 
said Senti, another resident of Kohima. 
Though some shops have stopped using 
plastic bags, there are still others using 
it, she added. Interestingly, she said that 
‘if there is a checking in the shops, they 
(shopkeepers) will hide those plastics and 
will use behind the back of the administra-
tors and regulators.’ She also said that the 
single-use plastic bags among the vendors 
and fishmongers were still common. 

Despite the efforts from the authori-
ties, some of the shopkeepers in town still 
appeared clueless about the plastic-free 
campaign.    

Washington, Jan. 21 (IANS): Demo-
crat Kamala Harris, the first Indian-
American to serve in the US Senate, 
launched her campaign for the White 
House on Monday while appearing 
on ABC's Good Morning America.

In a brief video from her cam-
paign that was released on the social 
media at the same time she ap-
peared on the show, Harris called 
on her supporters to join with her 
to "claim our future". She made 
the announcement on Monday 
-- America's Martin Luther King Jr 
Day holiday -- to honour the legacy 
of her hero.

The 54-year-old portrayed her-
self as a fighter for justice, decency 
and equality in the video. 

"The future of our country de-
pends on you and millions of oth-
ers lifting our voices to fight for our 
American values... That's why I'm 
running for President of the US. I'm 
running to lift those voices, to bring 
our voices together."

Harris' announcement followed 
the entrance of her fellow senators 
Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts 
and Kirsten Gillibrand of New York 
in the presidential race. 

She is the daughter of an Indian 
mother and Jamaican father who 

met in Berkeley, California, at the 
height of the civil rights movement.

Harris said the time had come 
to fight against what she called "the 
injustices of the past two years of the 
Donald Trump presidency". She has 
accused Trump of stoking racist and 
xenophobic rhetoric, while aligning 
his administration with white su-
premacists at home, and cozying up 
to dictators abroad.

The Senator had earlier turned 
up the heat on the President by 
blasting his insistence on holding 
out for funding for his border wall 
before reopening the government 
-- comparing his behaviour to how 
her 11-year-old godson might have 
behaved with his toy train.

Harris' campaign will be head-
quartered in Baltimore - giving aides 
an East Coast hub in a racially diverse 
city that has struggled with wide 
income disparities - and Oakland, 
where Harris was born to immigrant 
parents who came to the US to ad-
vance their academic careers, CNN 
reported.

She began her career as a deputy 
district attorney in Alameda county, 
California, before becoming District 
Attorney of San Francisco, where she 
focused on crime prevention. 

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The 
Joint Legislators’ Forum (JLF) 
on Naga political issue on 
Monday resolved to have con-
sultations with all the Naga 
groups engaged in the Indo-
Naga dialogue and meet cen-
tral leaders “either with all the 
60 members/PWC members 
or by the leader of the House, 
deputy chief minister and the 
leader of opposition with rep-
resentatives of all the political 
parties and MPs.”

It also appealed to the 
negotiating parties, especially 
the government of India, to 
expedite the ongoing talks. 
“The House appreciates the 

government of India for its 
commitment to the ongoing 
negotiations and for its ac-
commodative and inclusive 
approach and widespread 
consultations with all sections. 
The House appreciates and 
welcomes the participation 
of the different Naga National 
Political Groups (NNPGs) who 
have come forward and joined 
the negotiations with the gov-
ernment of India with the 
sincere efforts to resolve the 
Indo-Naga political conflict. 

“The House appealed to 
all Naga National Political 
Groups to come forward and 
join the negotiations and par-

ticipate in the peace talks so 
that the final solution is all 
inclusive.,” read a press state-
ment from the forum. 

It acknowledged the con-
tributions and sacrifices of 
the national workers and their 
families, the role of civil socie-
ties, tribe organisations, the 
church, NGOs and all other 
sections; and reiterated the 
‘democratic desire of the Naga 
people to live together under 
one administrative umbrella.’ 

The forum also upheld the 
resolutions adopted by the 
Parliamentary Working Com-
mittee of the JLF in its meeting 
held on Nov. 19, 2018. 

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The NSCN (K) outfit led 
by Yung Aung has called for boycott of the celebra-
tion of India’s Republic Day on Jan. 26.

A statement from the group on Monday stated 
that the boycott would be effective in all ‘Naga in-
habited land.’ It stated that the group ‘deeply hon-
our and stand by the 1951 plebiscite wherein 99.9% 
Nagas voted for full sovereignty and unanimous 
boycott of the first Indian general election in 1952.’

“Therefore, the NSCN/GPRN, with great confi-
dence and expectation, call upon all Naga citizens 
to exercise your birthright by supporting our boy-
cott call and to refrain from the celebration. Today 
being one of the most crucial chapters in the his-
tory of our National movement, your cooperation 
and moral support is vital to sustain our ongoing 
struggle,” the statement read. 

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): In 
a mass social work initiated 
by the Phom Baptist Chris-
tian Association (PBCA) 
on Monday at Longleng 
town, residents cleaned 
the surroundings of, and 
built fencings around, 11 
government schools and 
the district hospital. 

The staff of PBCA and 
Longleng Town Baptist 
Church then repaired the 
roads by filling up pot-
holes in the entire stretch 
of the town, according to a 
press release from the as-
sociation. The ‘community 
service day’, it informed, 
was conceptualised by the 
Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council to render voluntary 
service to the community.

“When there is a para-

digm shift in all perspec-
tives in the society, a church 
cannot be in isolation. 
Church has to be with the 
human community, with 
the people and for the peo-
ple. Gospel needs social 
praxis. As such, this Com-
munity Service Day reflects 
church in social action and 
social transformation,” 
read the statement.

The association also 
urged all the head of de-
partments, both govern-
ment and NGOs, to be sta-
tioned at the headquarters 
(Longleng) and render serv-
ice to the community with 
full dedication. Longleng is 
a new district and it needs 
collective hands to develop 
the district to the fullest, it 
reasoned. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 21: The for-
tunes of Indian billionaires 
grew by an astronomical 35% 
per day last year, which is 
INR 2,200 cr. daily; while the 
poorest 10% of the country 
continued to remain in debt 
since 2004, according to an 
Oxfam report ‘Public Good 
or Private Wealth’ released on 
Monday.

The report was released 
ahead of the gathering of po-
litical and business leaders at 
the World Economic Forum 
in Davos. It stated that ‘while 
billionaire fortunes globally 
increased by 12% last year at 
$2.5 billion a day, 3.8 billion 
people who make up the 
poorest half of humanity saw 
their wealth decline by 11%.’ 
It also states that “almost half 
of the world’s population – 
3.4 billion people – live on 
less than $5.50 a day.”

Oxfam is a confederation 
of 20 independent charitable 
organisations focusing on 
the alleviation of global pov-
erty, founded in 1942 and led 
by Oxfam International. It 
is a major non-profit group 
with an extensive collection 
of operations. 

Describing the Indian 
situation as "morally out-
rageous," Oxfam Interna-
tional Executive Director 
Winnie Byanyima said, "It 
is morally outrageous that a 
few wealthy individuals are 
amassing a growing share of 
India's wealth, while the poor 
are struggling to eat their next 
meal or pay for their child's 
medicines. If this obscene 
inequality between the top 
1% and the rest of India con-
tinues then it will lead to a 
complete collapse of the so-
cial and democratic structure 
of this country." 

According to Oxfam, top 
10% of India's population 
holds 77.4% of the total na-
tional wealth. 

"The contrast is even 
sharper for the top 1% that 
holds 51.53% of the national 
wealth. The bottom 60%, the 
majority of the population, 
own merely 4.8% of the na-
tional wealth. Wealth of top 
9 billionaires is equivalent to 
the wealth of the bottom 50% 
of the population," the global 
rights group said. 

The report reveals that 
India added 18 new billion-
aires last year raising the total 

number of billionaires to 119, 
and their wealth crossed the 
$400 billion mark for the first 
time. It rose from $325.5 bil-
lion in 2017 to $440.1 billion 
in 2018. 

"This is the single largest 
annual increase since the 
2008 global financial crisis," 
Oxfam said. 

"India's combined rev-
enue and capital expenditure 
of the centre and state for 
medical and public health, 
sanitation and water supply 
is INR 2,08,166 cr., less than 
the wealth of India's richest 
billionaire Mukesh Ambani 
at INR 2,80,700 cr.," it added. 

Oxfam stated that the 
increasing inequality across 
the globe is undermining 
the fight against poverty, 
damaging economies, and 
fuelling public anger. “The 
gap between rich and poor 
is pulling us apart. It stops 
us from beating poverty and 
achieving equality between 
women and men. Yet most 
of our political leaders are 
failing to reduce this danger-
ous divide. It does not have 
to be this way. Inequality is 
not inevitable – it is a political 
choice,” it read.

"The survey reveals how 
governments are exacerbat-
ing inequality by underfund-
ing public services, such as 
healthcare and education, 
on the one hand, while un-
der taxing corporations and 
the wealthy, and failing to 
clamp down on tax dodging, 
on the other," Oxfam India 
CEO Amitabh Behar said in a 
statement. 

The report said the tax 
rates for wealthy individuals 
and corporations globally 
have been cut dramatically. 
It found that while the top 
rate of personal income tax 
in rich countries fell from 
62% in 1970 to just 38% in 
2013, the average rate in poor 
countries is just 28%.

The survey also found 
that women and girls are 
hardest hit by rising eco-
nomic inequality.

"Cutting taxes on wealth 
predominantly benefits men 
who own 50% more wealth 
than women globally, and 
control over 86% of corpo-
rations. Conversely, when 
public services are neglected 
poor women and girls suffer 
most," it said. 

(Inputs from IANS)

PDA to field candidates from NDPP 
to LS and Aonglenden elections 

Plastic-free Nagaland: Kohima 
residents adapting to ‘change’ 

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): 
The department of Power 
has informed that power 
supply to Mon, Longleng, 
Changtongya and Tuli will 
be disrupted occasionally 
from Jan. 21 to 28th due to 
some ongoing works along 
the 66KV Mokokchung-Tuli 
transmission line.

The department has 
appealed consumers from 
said areas to bear with the 
inconvenience.   

Power outages 
in 3 districts Kamala Harris to run 

for US president in 2020 

indo-naga talks: JlF to consult naga groups Yung Aung-led NSCN (K) 
calls for R-Day boycott 
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Indian billionaires' wealth grew daily 
by INR 2,200 crore last year — Oxfam
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98 tribal Christians 
‘reconverted’ to 
Hinduism, claims right-
wing group
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Church workers in Longleng town filling up potholes on Monday. 



GBs Federation criticises 
state govt. on Citizenship Bill

Revised list of PWC 
members made public

Khrotso Mero is CBCC’s 
new executive secretary

Naga Council, PAC welcome new Dimapur DC

Nagaland to observe National Girl Child Day, BBBP week begins
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WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (JAN 11)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 25 14 14.2 88 NIL

KOHIMA 19 6.7 10.3 67 NIL

WOKHA 15.8 8.2 8.7 74 NIL

ZBT 15.6 5.4 11.5 87 NIL

MON 21 10 11 88 NIL

TUENSANG 16.4 9.6 10.4 79 NIL

MKG 17.2 8.2 12.4 83 NIL

PHEK 16.2 5.2 7.7 75 NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 21 9 5.4 47 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 19.2 5 7 63 -

JALUKIE 13 10 12.3 74 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 23 14.6 14.6 64 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NEWS IN BRIEF
FGN, NNC to hold joint meeting
The Naga National Council (NNC) and the Federal 
Government of Nagaland (FGN) will hold a joint meet-
ing on Jan. 28 at 10 am at Transit Peace Camp, Kohima. 
The FGN has requested all the central authorities, re-
gional authorities and high ranking Naga army officers 
to attend the meeting. It has also urged all the Midan 
Peyus, FGN and regional presidents, NNC to pass on 
the information to all the regional authorities of NNC/
FGN to attend the meeting.

Notification to collect free text 
books
The department of School Education has issued a 
notification informing all the sub-divisional Educa-
tion officers of Nagaland to collect free text book for 
the year 2019 from the Dimapur godown (opposite 
Dimapur Govt. College) from Feb. 4-8th. For details 
contact 9774176984 / 8787473585 / 7005506871.

Pochury Women Hoho calls for 
meeting
The Pochury Women Hoho Dimapur will hold gen-
eral annual meeting-cum-installation of new office 
bearers at 11 am on Jan. 25 at Pochury Baptist Church 
Dimapur. All the members are requested to attend the 
event in traditional attire.

Apply for cash award
The department of Youth Resources and Sports, 
Nagaland is inviting application from eligible candi-
dates, who won medals of recognised disciplines in 
the Northeast, national and international levels in 
2017 and 2018, for cash award that will be awarded to 
meritorious sports persons. A press release from DIPR 
has informed that eligible candidates submit their 
merit certificates through the concerned association 
for onward submission to the Directorate office of the 
department on or before Feb. 10, 2019.

Pension adalat to be held in Assam
Office of the DIG, group centre (GC) CRPF Khatkhati, 
Assam has issued a notice informing that a one-day 
pension adalat will be held at its GC on Jan. 30 at 10 
am for redressal of pension-related grievances in 
respect of pensioner/family pensioners from Wokha, 
Zunheboto, Mokokchung, Tuensang and Mon districts 
in Nagaland, and Karbianglong, Golaghat, Jorhat, Sib-
sagar, Lakhimpur, Dibrugargh, Tinsukia and Dhemaji 
districts in Assam. All the pensioners/NOKs/family 
members of pensioners are requested to attend the 
programme.

ANSTA meeting next week
The ANSTA Peren unit is holding an emergency meet-
ing at 11 am on Jan. 29 at the Baudi Hall Jalukie Town. 
So, the concerned members from all the circles, office 
bearers and senior teachers are requested to attend 
the meeting. The association has also reminded all 
the executive members of the circles on collection of 
INR 100 for ex-gratia in respect of late Witalak, P/T 
GPS Azailong.

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The 
Nagaland GBs Federation has 
expressed apprehension on 
the controversial Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, saying 
that it could be dangerous once 
it is made an act. 

“At present situation in Na-
galand, illegal immigrants is-
sue is of grave concern. At this 
juncture, the state cabinet’s 
decision to appeal for a review 
and re-examination of the Bill 
is unfortunate and lacks the will 
and conviction to save the state 
from being overrun by illegal 
immigrants,” read the statement 
from the federation.

It asked what is hindering 
the present Nagaland govern-
ment from opposing the con-
troversial when other north-

eastern states run by BJP and its 
allies, and the BJP MLAs have 
called for a “total scrapping of 
the Bill.” It also described the 
state government’s contention 
that Article 371(A) that says “no 
Act of parliament shall apply to 
the state of Nagaland unless the 
Legislative Assembly of Naga-
land by a resolution so decides” 
is there to protect the rights of 
the Nagas as “feeble argument 
and a dangerous one.”

The federation argued that 
the state government cannot 
say that “Article 371(A) will 
absolutely protect the Nagas in 
the event of CAB 2016 becom-
ing an Act” as there is “no men-
tion of citizenship in the article 
and the hope of taking 371(A) 
as ammunition to oppose the 

Bill when it becomes an act 
will not pass the legal scrutiny 
in time.” It also said citing the 
Bengal Eastern Frontier Regu-
lation Act 1873 (BEFRA) as one 
of the pillars to safeguard the 
Naga Citizenship through the 
exercise of the Inner Line Per-
mit (ILP) doesn’t make sense 
as the Bill has no connection 
with ILP.

“If Nagaland is the only state 
where no illegal immigrants 
could enter as a result of the 
restrictions imposed by ILP, 
it could have been a different 
story from any other states in 
the country, however it is not 
the case and despite the BEFRA 
1873, our state has become a 
safe haven for illegal immi-
grants,” read the statement.

The federation said it is un-
fortunate that a Bill has been 
passed in the Lok Sabha based 
on religion, “giving a legal free-
way to the illegal immigrants to 
flourish and prosper particular-
ly in the north-eastern states.” It 
said that illegal immigrants with 
legal Indian citizenship would 
soon overrun Nagaland in every 
field if the state government 
“meekly watch the hazardous 
events unfold.”

“When we should be work-
ing towards an efficient mecha-
nism to deport and reduce the 
inflow of illegal immigrants, our 
weak stand is but a welcoming 
gesture to those who are eagerly 
waiting to make an entry into 
our state,” it said.

However, the federation said 

that “the state cabinet’s decision 
to call a consultative meet of all 
sections, including tribal ho-
hos, civil society groups, NGOs, 
political parties, prominent 
citizens and all stakeholders to 
ascertain the views, opinions 
and suggestions is being ap-
preciated and welcome.” It said 
the NGBF, being the guardian of 
the traditional and customary 
laws and practices, would not 
remain a mute spectator to any 
anti-Naga activities.

“We the Nagaland GBs Fed-
eration would also like to give 
our appreciation and support to 
the Joint Committee on Preven-
tion of Illegal Immigrants (JCPI) 
and endorse their views and 
arguments,” said the statement 
from the NGBF.

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The assem-
bly secretariat has issued the revised 
list of members constituting the 
Parliamentary Working Committee 

(PWC) of the Joint Legislators’ Forum 
on Naga political issue, superseding 
the earlier notification dated Dec. 4, 
2018. Here is list of the members:

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The 
68th general council meeting 
of the Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Council (CBCC) was 
held at Thenyizu Baptist 
Church (TBC) from Jan. 18 
to 20th and senior pastor of 
Chakhesang Baptist Church 
Kohima (CBCK), Rev. Khrot-
so Mero took over as the new 
executive secretary, CBCC 
for the tenure 2019-24.

Mero replaced Rev. Dr. 

Vezopa Tetseo as the execu-
tive secretary of CBCC. Tet-
seo served the council for 10 
years (two tenures).

The host village informed 
in a statement that 519 dele-
gates from 100 churches and 
one fellowship under CBCC 
attended the three-day 
event. The Bethel Fellow-
ship Chumukedima village, 
Dimapur was recognised 
by CBCC as a fully fledged 

church during the meeting, 
taking the total number of 
churches in CBCC to 101.

Rev. Dr. Dingu Kenye, 
Rev. Dr. Vezopa Tetseo, Rev. 
Dr. Zelhou Keyho , and Rev.  
P. Bonny Resu spoke during 
the event.

The next annual general 
council meeting will be held 
in 2020 at Leshemi Bap-
tist Church under Khezha-
Kuzha Tephe area.

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The Naga Coun-
cil Dimapur and Public Action Committee 
(PAC) organised a reception programme 
for the new Deputy Commissioner of 
Dimapur Kevekha Kevin Zehol on Jan. 
21 at Naga Council office in the city. A 

coordination meeting was also held with 
the new DC.

Addressing the gathering, Zehol ex-
pressed gratitude to the Naga Council 
for welcoming him and asserted that the 
district administration would maintain a 

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): 
The Wokha district ad-
ministration is conducting 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
(BBBP) week under the 
theme “Empowering girls 
child for better tomorrow” 
at Bhandari sub-division 
from Jan. 21 to 26th. The 
Anganwadi workers and 
accredited social health 
activist (Asha) will carry out 
door-to-door campaign for 
BBBP at government of-
fices, schools, and commu-
nity hall during the week-
long campaign. 

Deputy Commissioner 
of Wokha Dr. Manazir Jeel-
ani Samoon, IAS revealed 
the activities to be taken 
up in the district during the 
BBBP week at the DC con-
ference hall on Monday. 
A consultative meeting of 
District Task Force (DTF)/
BTF/Police and other key 
stakeholders was also held 
during the occasion. 

Samoon urged the pub-
lic to extend support for the 
success of the programme. 

1. Vikho-o- Yhoshu, Hon’ble Speaker   -Chairman
2. Zhaleo Rio, Hon’ble Deputy Speaker   -Member
3. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister    -Member
4. Y. Patton, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister  -Member
5. T.R. Zeliang, Hon’ble Leader of Opposition  -Member
6. TokhehoYepthomi, Hon’ble Member of LokSabha -Member
7. K. G. Kenye, Hon’ble Member of RajyaSabha  -Member
8. C. M. Chang, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
9. G. Kaito Aye, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
10. NeibaKronu, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
11. S. PangnyuPhom, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
12. P. PaiwangKonyak, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
13. N. Jacob Zhimomi, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
14. Metsubo Jamir, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
15. TongpangOzukum, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
16. KashihoSangtam, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
17. TemjenImna Along, Hon’ble Minister   -Member
18. K. TokughaSukhalu, Hon’ble Advisor   -Member
19. Imnatiba, Hon’ble Advisor    -Member
20. NokeWangnao, Hon’ble Advisor   -Member
21. R. Khing, Hon’ble Advisor    -Member
22. L. KhumoKhiamniungan, Hon’ble Advisor  -Member
23. Imkong L. Imchen, Hon’ble MLA   -Member
24. E.E. Pangteang, Hon’ble MLA   -Member
25. ChotisuhSazo, Hon’ble MLA    -Member
26. AzhetoZhimomi, Hon’ble MLA   -Member
27. Yitachu, Hon’ble MLA    -Member
28. B.S. NganlangPhom, Hon’ble MLA   -Member
29. KhriehuLiezietsu, Hon’ble MLA   -Member
30. MuthingnyubaSangtam, Hon’ble MLA  -Member

New Dimapur DC Kevekha Kevin Zehol addressing the Naga Council Dimapur on Jan. 21.

A choir from Thenyizu Baptist Church presenting a special song at Thenyizu on Sunday. 

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon with District Task Force, police and other key stakeholders  during an event on Jan. 21 to reveal the activities to be taken up in Wokha district 
during the BBBP week.

The Phek Battalion of Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR 
(North) conducted an awareness lecture on leprosy at Ziphu 
village on Jan. 20. The lecture covered awareness related to causes 
of the disease, symptoms and necessary safety precautions. About 
70 people attended the awareness programme.

For a good cause

He said that there are sev-
eral government schemes 
relating to children and 
women which are carried 
out by the Anganwadi and 
Asha workers. 

Lotha Hoho general 
secretary S. Abenthung 

Ngullie emphasised on the 
importance of girl child and 
women in the society dur-
ing the launch programme 
of BBBP and assured all 
support for its success
BBBP at Mon 
The district administration 

organised a street play in 
the streets of Mon town on 
Jan. 21 to spread aware-
ness on Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao. Konyak Baptist 
Church, Mon Youth depart-
ment presented a skit dur-
ing the occasion.

The show highlighted 
on the need to educate the 
girl child for a better society

The District Task Force 
also held a meeting on 
BBBP at DC Conference 
Hal l ,  Mon under  the 
theme ‘save the girl child: 

educate the girl child’ on 
Monday. The house re-
solved during the meet-
ing that ‘Girls Day’ would 
be organised in schools 
every month and create 
awareness about the BBBP 
campaign.

L o n g l e n g  t o  j o i n  t h e 
celebration 
The District task Force, 
Longleng along with line 
departments and stake-
holders held a meeting at 
DC’s conference hall on 
Jan. 21 in connection with 
the week-long National 
Girl Child Day that will be 
observed in the district, ac-
cording to a statement by 
DPRO, Longleng.

It was decided during 
the meeting to develop a 
strategy to involve local 
people, media and DPRO 
for wider dissemination 
and coverage of activi-
ties carried out during the 
week-long celebration of 
National Girl Child Day 
and for better dissemina-
tion of BBBP message and 
its importance to the local 
populace in the district.

The district administra-
tion has decided to carry 
out the following activities 
in close coordination with 
the Longleng town Stu-
dents’ Union:      

- Jan. 22: Signature 
campaign and silent march 
on Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao.

- Jan. 23: Wall painting 
and postal campaign in im-
portant places of the town, 
awareness camp on various 
schemes and programmes 
of women and girl child.

- Jan. 24: Mini mara-
thon for both girl and boy 
child with BBBP theme 
and celebration of birth of 
girl child.

- Jan. 25: Flash mob 
(surprise street perform-
ance of dance and songs), 
celebration of National 
Voters Day, felicitation of 
young girl voters etc. 

- Jan. 26: Culmination 
and opening of BBBP stall 
on Republic Day.

The statement from 
DPRO, Longleng said that 
winners of marathon race 
will be awarded with a cash 
prize of INR 5000 for the 
winner), INR 3000 for first 
runner-up), and INR 1500 
for second runner-up.

healthy relationship with the council for 
the welfare of the people. He asked the 
members of the council members to be 
an example for the younger generation 
and “lauded the retired senior government 
officials for responding to the calls in serv-
ing the society by being a part of the Naga 
Council Dimapur.” To be a social worker, 
it has to come from the blood and I am so 
proud you are the dedicated soldiers, he 
said.  Naga Council president Bangerloba 
Jamir, reiterated that Naga Council was cre-
ated in 1949 to bring peace and harmony, 
and sought cooperation from the admin-
istration in working for the Naga society.

Describing peace and tranquillity 
as the most important component for a 
society to grow, PAC convenor Vekhosayi 
reaffirmed that the committee would con-
tinue to work for justice. He also assured 
to extend full cooperation to the district 
administration.
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             Stephen Lotha
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A young patient tells it all to Dr. Asha Hegde during the ongoing free health screening at the district hospital, in Dimapur on Monday. 

KSC: ANCSU asks govt. to 
black-white all grey areas

Salary queue: NRM, SSA teachers appeal for their due

Stephen Lotha: Sewing up a 
storm with seamless designs 

Chetana Trust’s doctors reach out to 
Nagaland with free medical camp 

Fire razes nine shops in Mokokchung 

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANC-
SU) has appealed to the 
Nagaland government to 
“come out clear in black 
and white of the reports” 
in regard to the Kohima 
Science College land en-
croachment issue.

The union issued a 
press release to the media 
on Monday stating the ap-
peal for said issue, besides 
matters concerning the 
academic scholarships for 
students in Nagaland. 

‘The ANCSU strongly 
appeal to the state govern-
ment to come out clear 
in black and white of the 
reports in regard to the Ko-

hima Science College land 
encroachment issue, sta-
tus report of cases regard-
ing land encroachment 
of government colleges/
institutions in all districts 
and report on setting up of 
common scholarship cell,’ 
the press release read. 

The union reminded 
the government that the 
timeframe sought by the 
government to address 
the aforementioned issues 
had expired ‘months ago.’

Therefore, the press 
release stated, the union 
“may be compelled to con-
front” the government “if 
the government fails to pay 
serious ears to the hue and 
cry of the students’ com-

munity.”
On the issue of schol-

arship, the ANCSU stated 
to have ‘written several 
appeals and memoran-
dums’ to the state’s govern-
ment besides writing to the 
president of India and the 
ministry in concern. The 
union expressed appre-
ciation to the government, 
particularly the minister of 
Higher & Technical Educa-
tion Temjen Imna Along 
“for acquiring” the second 
and final instalment for 
post-matric Scholarship 
2017-2018 “after much de-
lay by the central ministry.” 

The ANCSU has ap-
pealed to the public “not 
to speculate and circulate 

unauthenticated allega-
tions on scholarship as it 
may invite apprehensions 
from the central minis-
try that can even result in 
sabotaging the funding of 
post-matric scholarship.”

That said, the organi-
sation added that it will 
‘not accept anything less 
or more’ on the memo-
randum that was stated 
to have been submitted to 
the chief minster on Aug. 
10 for ‘a separate cell for 
implementing all kinds of 
scholarships, settlement 
of land encroachment is-
sues in all districts  and 
total eviction of illegal en-
croachers and infrastruc-
tures.’

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The 2013 
batch of the Nagaland Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Teach-
ers’ Association (NRMSATA, 2013), 
and the Nagaland SSA Teachers’ As-
sociation (NSSATA) have demanded 
from the government their salary. 

The groups issued separate press 
releases to the media on Monday 
stating said demand. 

‘The NRMSATA 2013 batch is 
aggrieved by the noncommittal 
attitude (sic) of the state govt. and 
the department of School Educa-
tion for non-payment of salary for 
five months - August to December 
– 2018, and appeal them to release 
the 5 months pending salary which 
is rightfully earned by rendering our 
services.’ 

“The NRMSATA 2013 teachers 
are serving at the secondary level i.e., 
class 9 and 10 in all government high 
school whereby classes started in the 
month of January every year for tak-
ing coaching classes and conducting 
model exams for class 10 who would 
be appearing for their matric exam,” 
the group stated. 

The teachers are said to be ‘teach-
ing without salary’ for five months 
for the sake of the students’ future, 
the press release read. If the Na-
galand government and the de-
partments are ‘really concerned’ 
about the welfare and ‘future of the 
students,’ the NRM teachers stated, 

they must fulfil their part by pay-
ing monthly salary of the teachers 
“so that teachers can give their best 
without having to think when the 
next salary will come.” 

The teachers complained: “It is 
difficult to fathom how teachers who 
are called the builders of the society 
are expected to work without salary. 
A teacher is not a superhuman but a 
human being with the same needs 
and wants like all state Government 
employees who expect and also gets 
their rightful salary on time. 

“When all peaceful means of 
appealing for our rightful salary 
is exhausted, the teachers are left 
with no other choice but to resort to 
agitation by boycotting classes which 
according to some layman is an act 
of denying the students their right to 
education. 

“But it is only when you experi-
ence mental, material and physi-
cal problems that you learn about 
despair, agony and the ever mental 
anguish of how to survive with ques-
tions like whom shall I ask for credit? 
When will the creditors come knock-
ing? What if a medical emergency 
arises? Will I be able to provide for my 
family as is expected of me?”

The NRMSATA 2013 appeals to 
the state government and the au-
thorities in concern to address the 
‘salary issue’ and release the pending 
five-month salary at the earliest.

SSA teachers 
Likewise, the Nagaland SSA Teachers’ 
Association (NSSATA) has demanded 
early release of their salary. The 
group issued a press release to the 
media complaining that there has 
yet to be ‘hardly any changes so far.’ 

‘The NSSATA (Kohima unit) is 
dismayed at the indifferent attitude 
of the government and the Educa-
tion Department towards the genu-
ine sufferings of the SSA 2010 and 
2013 batches. It is disheartening to 
see that despite repeated appeal to 
the government and the department 
there has been hardly any changes so 
far,’ the press release read.

“The SSA teachers were assured 
of regular disbursement of salary 
along with streamlining into the state 
cadre.” 

Regular disbursement of sal-
ary however still remains a “distant 
dream,” the group stated. “The said 
teachers have not been paid our 
dues for the past four months, i.e., 
September to December’18. 

“The Kohima unit therefore ear-
nestly appeal to the concerned 
authorities to prioritise our issues 
and do the needful at the earliest. 
We also humbly request to expedite 
the streamlining of the SSA 2010 and 
2013 batches and put an end to these 
inhuman treatment meted out to us 
so far.”
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Up c o m i n g  d e s i g n e r 
St e p h e n  L o t h a  f r o m  
Dimapur has his eyes set 
on big things and offers a 
different perspective about 
current fashion trends. Ever 
since launching his epony-
mous label in May 2018, 
Lotha’s line has steadily 
garnered a following. 

One would describe his 
line as classy, timeless and 
chic while the designer ex-
plains that his designs are a 
figment of his imagination. 

“I have created an im-
aginary woman in my head 
who is conservative yet 
sexy, a little fun a little prud-
ish; she is powerful men-
tally yet relaxed,” Lotha 
explained. He loves sheer, 
and romances it with hints 
of softness and ‘danger.’ 

With a Bachelor’s de-
gree in literature, the de-
signer returned to Naga-
land in 2014 after working 
as a stylist in Delhi.  In Di-
mapur, Lotha dabbled in 
designing for the Connect 
Studio where he was the 
brand’s creative director. 

“Fashion is an expres-
sion of what you feel and 
it is only beautiful if it is 
authentic,” Stephen says. 
He joined the fashion in-
dustry in 2007 and realised 
that it was not only fun and 
games.  “Behind the glam, 
ours is a lot of hard work, 
physically and mentally; 
I learnt that you need to 
consistently keep your vi-
sion alive while working as 
hard.”

While the fashion in-
dustry is changing con-
stantly, ideas and visions 
are also continuously being 
altered. When asked what 
he thought about the ever-
changing trends, he says 
that he has never believed in 
following trends, although 
admitting that he enjoys 
looking at them. “Hence 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 21: As a state 
with inadequate medi-
cal facilities, Nagaland is 
not new to organising free 
medical camps conduct-
ed by professionals from 
outside the state reach-
ing out to offer free health 
screening and surgery. One 
such free health screening 
camp, a three day event 
at the district hospital of 
Dimapur, got underway on 
Mon. Jan. 21.

The camp is being or-
ganised on the initiative 
of the state’s Governor PB 
Acharya, and co-spon-
sored by Indian Medical 
Association and the Che-
tana Trust of Mangaluru, 
Karnataka.  The camp is for 
children of the age group 
0-18 years. It aims at early 

detection and manage-
ment of the four D’s—de-
fects at birth, diseases, 
deficiencies, and devel-
opment delay, including 
disabilities prevalent in 
children.

Dr. UV Shenoy, a child 
developmental interven-
tionist and a consultant 
paediatrician from Man-
galore is the team leader of 
the eight visiting doctors. 
Shenoy said Nagaland was 
the first state where the 
Chetana Trust of Man-
galuru was organising a 
health camp other than 
the camps that were or-
ganised in Karnataka. 

Shenoy said that the 
team had accepted the 
invitation of the state’s 
governor Acharya with a 
‘view to develop brother-

hood beyond their state’ 
and also to allow them to 
work as ‘doctors without 
border.’

Shenoy spoke about 
the process of providing 
treatment to children who 
are diagnosed with certain 
deficiency. He said, ‘If the 
facilities in the state are 
inadequate, the Trust will 
refer the patient to a closer 
hospital with adequate 
medical facilities available 
and the expenses will be 
borne by the Trust.’       

Professor of paediatrics 
at Manipal University, Dr. 
Asha Hegde said that the 
team will look into the 
early detection and inter-
vention issues, and assess 
the needs of the people. 
“We have a long term plan 
and activity for the future 

which will follow only after 
the detection,” she said.

The first day of the free 
health screening response 
was lukewarm. However, 
it was expected that the 
remaining two days, on 
Jan. 22 and 23, would have 
more parents; and that 
guardians would respond 
positively to avail the free 
health facility.   After Di-
mapur, the team will con-
duct one at the Naga Hos-
pital in Kohima during Jan. 
24 to 25. 

The other doctors are  
Dr. KR Kamath, ortho-
pedician; Dr. Sabita, gy-
naecologist; Dr. Amitesh 
Narayan, physiotherapist; 
Dr. Padma Baliga, child 
educationist; and Anil 
Ramanujam, ophthalmic 
specialist.

Remembering you
Loving Family Members.

K-1990 

Lt.T.CHINGLING KAMPONG
(29/07/1984 - 22/01/2018)

1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Those we love don’t
Go away, they walk

Beside us every day, unseen,
Unheard, but always near;

Still loved, still missed and very dear.

` `

WIN UPTO 
LAKHS3 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 21 (EMN): A ma-
jor fire broke out at Alongmen ward 
in Mokokchung town on Monday 
evening, burning about nine shops.

According to eyewitnesses, the 
fire started at around 6:30 pm, and 
burned down a section of the shops 
in its path. Two fire engines from the 

Mokokchung station were pressed 
into service and managed to contain 
the raging fire before it could spread 
to nearby shops.

Fire department official said 
seven pork stalls, a general shop 
and a dry fish stall were completely 
burned.

Fire personnel informed that 

property worth around seven lakh 
was being estimated to have been 
lost in the fire. The personnel man-
aged to salvage some items including 
two LPG cylinders. The cause of the 
fire was not ascertained till the filing 
of this report. It is said that the sec-
tion of shops belongs to one Lima-
wati Kichu of Mokokchung village.

there is never a pressure in 
that context, except for the 
usual pressure of keeping 
your vision alive.”

With regard to Naga-
land and the market for 
eponymous labels, Stephen 
believes that the market 
here is developing but one 
that will take some time 
for buyers to trust and put 
faith in their labels. “We 
just have to keep on work-
ing hard towards creating 
something special,” Lotha 
explained. 

Describing his personal 
style, Stephen likes to keep 
his options open to change 
and emotions. “Sometimes 
my style is borderline ex-
hibitionist and mostly non 
gender specific.”

When asked if he could 
go back and tell himself 
one thing before starting 
his label, Lotha said he 
would have told himself 
to be prepared for every 
setback and opportunity, 
while also treating both 
with respect and passion.  
Like anyone starting a new 

business, many would get 
the jitters. It was no dif-
ferent for Stephen. “My 
biggest fear when I started 
Lotha.Stephen was (about) 

running out of passion and 
inspiration.”

On the plus side, the 
designer also knew that he 
would be getting involved 
with “people and their 
stories, their insecurities 
and fantasies,” which he 
deemed one of the greatest 
gifts he would get by open-
ing his own clothing line. 

Inspired by designers 
like Alber Elbaz, John Gal-
liano, Sonia Rykiel, he says 
his clothes are also all about 
enjoying one’s own “indi-
viduality while also feeling 
sexy.” That is exactly what 
he wants to achieve with 
his label.  

Future plans? Stephen  
wants to have a bigger unit 
and employ more people 
while also moving towards 
more conscious clothing 
and incorporate ethnic ide-
as in addition to translating 
them for a bigger audience. 

S t e p h e n  c a n  b e  
contacted through his 
label’s Instagram page 
Lotha.Stephen. 



ACROSS
1.  Awry or lopsided
6.  Requested
11.  A Chinese dynasty
14.  Goat-like antelope of central 

Eurasia
15.  Food from heaven
16.  Prefix indicating “Upon”
17.  Religious scepticism
19.  Armored Personnel Carrier
20.  Make brown and crisp by heating
21.  Abraham’s wife
23.  Prefix indicating “Other” or 

“Different”
27.  Soft and mild
28.  In a strong or agile manner
32.  Casing
33.  Memos
34.  To and ___
37.  Prefix indicating 1 trillion
38.  A tart yellow fruit
39.  Bushbuck antelope
40.  Before
41.  A dangerously seductive woman
42.  Move sideways
43.  In an unduly complimentary 

manner
45.  Vocation
48.  Appraise
49.  Not silently
50.  Not together
53.  Speak lovingly
54.  Became worse
60.  Donkey
61.  Belch
62.  Useful
63.  A type of cereal grass
64.  A one-piece garment for women
65.  Repairs or fixes 
DOWN
1.  A king of Judah
2.  Screen Actors Guild
3.  Related by blood
4.  Self-importance
5.  One who spends indulgently
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Sonowal 

Chief Minister N Biren Singh takes salute from the parade contingent on the occasion of Manipur Statehood Day at the 
Manipur Rifles parade ground on Monday.
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Manipur, Tripura, Meghalaya celebrate 47th Statehood Day 

Assam govt. committed to safeguard Jati, 
Mati, Bheti of indigenous people — Sonowal 

After Navy, Meghalaya suspends 
operation to retrieve dead miner’s body

India to talk with B’desh on 31 
Rohingya Muslims detained in Tripura

98 tribal Christians 
‘reconverted’ to Hinduism, 
claims right-wing group

Centre not keen on safeguarding 
indigenous people in Assam — Akhil Gogoi

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 21 (EMN): Manipur, 
Tripura and Meghalaya on Mon-
day celebrated  its  47th State-
hood Day.

The erstwhile princely states 
of Manipur and Tripura became 
full-fledged states on January 
21, 1972.

Meghalaya was part of Assam 
before becoming a full-fledged 
state under the North Eastern Re-
gion (Re-Organisation) Act, 1971.

Addressing the gathering on 
occasion at the Manipur Rifles 
parade ground, Manipur Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh said that a 
new revolution in education sec-
tor should start from grassroots 
so that the state could produce 
hard working, dedicated, sincere 
and patriotic citizens in the com-
ing days.

Pointing out that the people 
of Manipur have potential and 
talents, he said the state can be 

SUD0KU 1896
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that 
can be reached logically. Enter numbers into the 
blank spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1895

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 2055

6.  Genus of the bowfin fish
7.  Pouches
8.  Interlacing yarn in 

connected loops
9.  N N N N
10.  Maidens
11.  Pumps blood
12.  Anagram of “Papal”
13.  Shallow recess
18.  Honk
22.  One, some or all 
23.  Hurry
24.  Anagram of “There”
25.  Not here

26.  Singer ____ Fitzgerald
27.  Singers Campbell or Frey
29.  Not active
30.  Any large ice ball that orbits 

the sun
31.  Make amends
34.  A soft creamy candy
35.  Streamlets
36.  Complies
38.  Teller of untruths
39.  Liquors flavored with 

juniper berries 
41.  Rode on a sledge
42.  A rattle or noisemaker

43.  French for “Fire”
44.  Scarce
45.  What chocolate is made 

from
46.  Genus of the alewife or shad
47.  A shelter for birds
50.  Shivering fit
51.  Chest muscles
52.  Picnic insects
55.  Go astray
56.  Anagram of “Tea”
57.  A silvery malleable metal
58.  Old age (archaic)
59.  A potent estrogen

MIRROR CROSS WORD 2056

developed if avenues are created 
for those talented people.

Singh urged all sections of the 
society to extend their support 

to the government for all round 
development of the state.

Talking about the ‘Go to Vil-
lage’ mission which was intro-

duced by the state government to 
provide good governance at the 
doorsteps of the people, he said 
the mission was launched with a 

Shillong, Jan. 21 (PTI):  
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma Monday 
suspended the operation 
to retrieve the body of a 
dead miner trapped inside 
a 370-foot-deep coal mine 
to avoid disintegration of 
the decomposed corpse.

The state government’s 
order came a day after the 
Navy on Sunday suspended 
the operation to pull the 
body out after it was found 
by the unmanned ROV 
last week during a routine 
search mission inside the 
main shaft where the 15 
miners are trapped since 
December 13.

The state government 
has given the order of sus-
pending the operation to 
pull out the body of the 
miner as it is becoming an 
impossible task, Sangma 
told mediapersons at the 

sidelines of a programme 
here.

We decided that we will 
suspend the operation be-
cause it is really not work-
ing out, he added.

We have asked the 
medical department, Navy, 
administration and foren-
sic department for their 
advice and observation, 
he said.

Asked if the state gov-
ernment will call off the 
rescue operations involving 
multi-agencies including 
the Navy and the NDRF, 
Sangma said, no decision 
had been taken yet. 

We are going to take 
inputs from all the experts 
from different organisa-
tions that have been work-
ing on this and once we 
get the report from all of 
them, it will be appropriate 
to decide on how to move 

forward, he said.
Operation spokesper-

son R Susngi on the other 
hand informed that the dis-
trict authorities were wait-
ing for the family members 
of another seven miners 
hailing from Rajabala area 
in West Garo Hills district 
to identify the miner.

They are yet to arrive 
at the site. We are hoping 
they will arrive anytime 
this week, he said, adding 
that the ROV operations by 
the Navy was suspended 
too awaiting further orders 
from the government.

Meanwhile, dewater-
ing in nearby abandoned 
mines continued and three 
agencies including Coal 
India Ltd, KSB and Odi-
sha Fire Service and jointly 
discharged 81 lakh litres of 
water in the past 12 hours, 
Susngi said.

Kailashahar (Tripura), Jan. 
21 (PTI): The Hindu Jagran 
Manch, a Hindu right-wing 
group, Monday claimed that 
98 Christians belonging to 
23 tribal families were “re-
converted” to Hinduism in 
Tripura.

The people, mostly tea 
garden workers hailing from 
Bihar and Jharkhand, had 
been converted to Christi-
anity in 2010, Tripura unit 
president of the Hindu Jag-
ran Manch Uttam Dey said.

“This is like a return 
of lost family members to 
their own home. They were 
Hindus, but were lured 
into Christianity after the 
Sonamukhi tea garden in 
Unakoti district, where they 
were working, was closed 
in 2010,” Dey told reporters.

He said most of con-
verted persons belong to 
Orao and Munda tribal com-
munities.

T h e  V i s h v a  Hi n d u 
Parishad (VHP) was also as-
sociated with the reconver-
sion programme that took 
place here in Kailashahar 
district, around 180 km from 
state capital Agartala, on 
Sunday.

Birsa Munda, one of the 
reconverted, claimed that 
they were lured towards 
Christianity but later treated 
badly by those who had con-
vinced them to convert.

“We are very poor peo-
ple. Christians converted us. 
They also frequently mis-
behaved with us. We recon-
verted to Hinduism by our 
own will,” he told reporters.

Guwahati, Jan. 21 (PTI): 
PKrishak Mukti Sangram 
Samiti (KMSS) chief Akhil 
Gogoi on Monday alleged 
that the Centre is not keen 
on safeguarding interests of 
the indigenous population 
of Assam, and appealed to 
people to step up the agita-
tion against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill.

Chief Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal and Finance Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s 
claims that the indigenous 
population will be safeguard-
ed is simply an attempt to 
“fool the people”, Gogoi told 
reporters here.

“The bill was introduced 
in the last session (Lok Sabha) 
and a Committee has also 
been set up for the purpose 
which is scheduled to submit 
its recommendations within 
six months, but the term of 
the Lower House ends much 
before that,” he said.

It is a fact the BJP and the 
RSS, along with Sonowal and 
Sarma are “simply not inter-

ested” in safeguarding the 
indigenous people, but want 
to “finish them off by dividing 
the society along religious 
lines,” he alleged.

“We are in support of pro-
viding ST status to six com-
munities, but it cannot be in 
exchange of the bill, which, 
if passed, will ensure that the 
identity of the Assamese is 
wiped out,” Gogoi asserted.

Religion cannot save the 
identity of a race but it is the 
language, social and cultural 
rights, economy and the po-
litical structure that can safe-
guard the identity and culture 
of the indigenous population, 
he said.

He appealed to the people 
of Assam to protest against 
the bill so that it is not passed 
in the Rajya Sabha or in a Joint 
Session of Parliament.

“The time from January 
31 to February 13 is very cru-
cial for the survival of the 
Assamese, as the BJP and the 
RSS are hell bent to get the Bill 
passed in the Rajya Sabha.

“Therefore, I appeal to all 
to come out and protest or 
else the indigenous popula-
tion will become a minority 
in their own state as has hap-
pened in Tripura,” the KMSS 
leader said. He also alleged 
that both Sonowal and Sarma 
are keen to get the Bill passed 
as they are in “competition 
with each other to score more 
points and be in the good 
books of the RSS, even if it is at 
the cost of the Assamese race”.

Seventy organisations, 
led by the KMSS, will step up 
their agitation from Tuesday, 
and as a first step, set out 
to meet leaders of national 
opposition parties to ensure 
that the bill is opposed in the 
Upper House. The organisa-
tion will take out a torchlight 
procession on January 23 and 
organise a 12-hour National 
Highway and Rail Blockade 
from 5 am on January 27, 
while on the first two days of 
the Budget Session of the As-
sam assembly, a dharna will 
be held near the House.

New Delhi, Jan. 21 (PTI): India is likely to hold 
talks with Bangladesh to send back 31 Ro-
hingya Muslims, who were detained by the 
Border Security Force (BSF) while attempting 
to cross over into Tripura, officials said.

The Rohingya Muslims are stuck in no-
man’s land, beyond the barbed wire fence 
along the Indo-Bangladesh border in Tripura 
since Friday.

The local commandant of the BSF is in 
touch with his Border Guards Bangladesh 
(BGB) counterpart, and the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs is expected to hold talks with the 
Bangladesh government, official said.

All the Myanmar-origin Rohingya Mus-
lims were given “comfortable” temporary 
accommodation at Rayermura, where they 
were detained, about 15 km from Agartala, in 
West Tripura district, the official said.

The 31 detained Rohingyas include six 
men, nine women and 16 children. They are 
currently at ‘Zero Line’, beyond the border 
fence.

The barbed wire fence along the Indo-
Bangladesh border is 300 feet inside the 
Indian territory.

The Indian government had informed 
Parliament in 2017 that over 14,000 Rohingya 
Muslims, registered with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, stay in 
India. 

However, aid agencies estimate there are 
about 40,000 Rohingya people in the country, 
many of them suspected to have arrived 
through Bangladesh.

Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya 
Muslims, described by the UN as the most 
persecuted minority in the world, fled their 
homes last year to escape an alleged crack-
down by the Myanmarese military.

Human rights group Amnesty Inter-
national has denounced Myanmar’s State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and the coun-
try’s government for “burying their heads 
in the sand over the horrors unfolding in 
Rakhine State”.

Guwahati, Jan. 21 (PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal as-
serted on Monday that the state gov-
ernment is committed to safeguard 
‘Jati, Mati, Bheti’ (Race, Land and 
Homeland) and to work to protect 
the rights of the indigenous people.

Sonowal, trying to allay fears trig-
gered by the proposed Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, said the 
government will “never step back in 
protecting their interests”.

He urged the prominent student 
union AASU and other intelligentsia 
to extend their cooperation to enable 
the government to ensure protection 
of the rights of indigenous people of 
Assam as per the tenets of the Assam 
Accord.

The NDA government in Assam 
never played “hide and seek” with 
the core agenda concerning the 
interests of the people of Assam and 
is committed to safeguard ‘Jati, Mati, 
Bheti’ of the indigenous people, he 

view to addressing the grievances 
of villagers. 

The chief minister appealed 
the officers in concerned to verify 
those left out beneficiaries at the 
earliest so that the eligible ben-
eficiaries can avail the benefits 
under various welfare schemes. 

According to IANS, Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb speaking on the occasion 
said that his government’s main 
goal was to make the state “drug 
free” and ensure efficient and 
transparent governance.

It was for the first time that 
Deb addressed the main func-
tion of the Statehood Day after 
becoming the Chief Minister 
around ten months ago after 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
in alliance with the Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
trounced the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist led Left Front.

“The BJP-IPFT government’s 

main mission is to deliver ef-
ficient and transparent govern-
ance. The law enforcing agencies 
have maximised their insistent 
efforts to make Tripura a “drug 
free state”, as declared by the BJP 
government,” Deb said.

“With a decrease in drug 
related activities, crime against 
women has also reduced by 
19 per cent during the past ten 
months,” Deb said.

In Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad K Sangma on 
Monday announced a 100-day 
programme for the overall de-
velopment of the state on the 
occasion of 47th Statehood Day.

Addressing an official func-
tion here, Sangma said the sec-
retariat building would soon 
switch to LED lights as part of the 
government’s initiatives to save 
energy, PTI report stated.

“The urban department will 
also be asked to replace street 

lights with LED lights. This will be 
done on a public- private-part-
nership mode and the savings 
made from power consumption 
will be used to pay loans,” he said.

Urging people to use electric 
vehicles, Sangma said that he, 
too, would start using one soon.

The charging point for the 
electric vehicles will be installed 
at the secretariat and other plac-
es, he said.

Asserting that regional co-
operation can benefit people of 
the northeast, the chief minister 
said states should work in close 
coordination, instead of always 
knocking the central government 
doors for assistance.

Meanwhile, President Ram 
Nath Kovind and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi greeted 
the people of Manipur, Megha-
laya and Tripura on their State-
hood Day.

said.
It had therefore ensured forti-

fication and completion of fencing 
of the Indo-Bangla border to defeat 
any evil design of intrusion across 
the border, Sonowal said inaugurat-

ing the first military school in the 
northeast at Bijni in Chirang district.

“The government sincerely be-
lieves in the exclusive rights of the 
people of Assam over land. So im-
mediately after coming to power 
we launched an uncompromising 
programme to evict encroachments 
from satra lands,” he said.

The NDA had come to power in 
Assam with the mandate of the peo-
ple and it will do everything to pro-
mote and protect the interests of the 
people of the state, he said adding 
that his government is duty-bound 
to maintain the dignity of the people 
living in all 33 districts of the state.

Recounting the work carried out 
in the state by the BJP government 
at the Centre, he said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had dedicated three 
bridges over Brahmaputra river in 
the last four and half years as com-
pared to the previous governments 
who had built an equal number of 

bridges in Assam over the last 60 
years.

The North East Military School at 
Bijni will go a long way in rekindling 
patriotic fervour among the students 
who will be able to render their serv-
ices for the nation.

Bodoland Territorial Council 
chief Hagrama Mohilary lauded the 
setting up of the school in Bodoland 
Territorial Area Districts and said 
under the present BJP government, 
all ethnic communities are living 
peacefully in the state.

Sonowal also laid the foundation 
stone of permanent campus of the 
North East Military School, which 
will be an English medium fully resi-
dential school.

This is the third of its kind in the 
country after Nagpur and Nasik.

The school is affiliated to Bhon-
sala Military School, Nagpur and will 
be developed on PPP mode, officials 
said.
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Yamaha Motor India Chairman Motofumi Shitara, sitting on a bike, shows the thumbs up sign during 
the launch of the FZ-FI and the FZS-FI with ABS, in Bengaluru, Monday, Jan. 21 2019.

Arun Jaitley

Automated guided vehicle 
may cost just INR 1 lakh

Jaitley to be back to present Budget on Feb. 1

Sensex jumps 250 
pts; Nifty tests 10,950

Gold gains on jewellers’ buying; silver steady

Hot wheels

India to be global growth 
leader in 2019-20 — IMF

Asian markets post 
fresh gains; China growth 
slows to 28-year low

Dehradun, Jan. 21 (IANS): Here 
is good news for the micro small 
medium enterprise (MSME) sector 
in India. Under technology innova-
tion, a move is on to bring down the 
price of automated guided vehicles 
(AGVs), which are used for moving 
materials in the industry, from Rs 
15-20 lakh to just Rs 1 lakh.

IIT Roorkee and Tetrahedron 
Manufacturing Services (TMS) Pvt 
Ltd, a start-up company, have signed 
an MoU for designing and develop-
ing the low cost AGVs with appropri-
ate profit margin.

Manufacturing industries nowa-
days are using future technologies 
like AGVs, 3D printing and robotics 
like never before in the past, market 
sources said. 

A standard AGV used in the in-
dustry to transport the material 
within the industrial premises with-
out any human intervention usually 

costs around Rs 15 to 20 lakh. Using 
such an autonomous system bene-
fits the vehicles to make routing deci-
sions based on real-time feedback of 
environment conditions along with 
the ease of navigational adjustments.

But to make this transition ho-
listic and effective, scientists at IIT 
Roorkee say there is a need to bring 
small and medium scale manufac-
turing industries into this journey 
toward a better future.

IIT Roorkee and TMS, a tech-
based start-up by the alumini of 
IIT Roorkee, NIT Rourkela and IIM 
Kolkata has come forward to tackle 
this hurdle and to design and de-
velop the low-cost AGV. 

The scientists claim that the fu-
ture production of such AVGs would 
bring the price well under the Rs 1 
lakh per vehicle so that even small 
and medium scale industries can 
take a step forward toward automa-

tion.
TMS Pvt Ltd is a technology start-

up founded in 2015 and has achieved 
300 percent year-on-year growth for 
the past three years.

After signing the MoU, Ajit Ku-
mar Chaturvedi, Director, IIT Roor-
kee, said: “IIT Roorkee is being given 
the task to bring down the cost with 
effective technology. We are happy 
to associate with TMS which opens 
a new chapter for the institute and 
we look forward towards increased 
collaborative work.” 

Nitin Kumar, Founder of TMS, 
said: “This pact with IIT Roorkee will 
bring about exchange of experts, 
research development, training and 
industrial relation for mutual ben-
efits. This collaboration is expected 
to bring a major change involving 
research and development as well as 
sharing of facilities, data, knowledge 
and skills in related areas.” 

Hong Kong, Jan. 21 (PTI/AFP): Asian mar-
kets on Monday built on last week’s rally 
as investors cheered a report that China 
had offered to eliminate its massive trade 
surplus with the United States, while data 
showed Chinese economic growth hit fore-
casts in 2018. Regional equities picked up 
where they finished Friday after Bloomberg 
said Beijing had pledged to ramp up spend-
ing on US goods over the next five years.

While there was some scepticism over 
the offer, observers said it indicated that 
talks between the economic superpowers 
were heading in the right direction.

The news provided further support to 
shares, which were already being buoyed by 
hopes the two sides would be able to resolve 
the tariffs spat, which has hammered world 
markets for almost a year.

China’s top economics negotiator is 
due to visit Washington later this month 
for more talks as the end of a 90-day truce 
agreed between Donald Trump and Xi Jin-
ping draws closer.

“For now markets are going ahead with 
the growing perception that there is a lot of 
willingness by both parties to make a deal,” 
said National Australia Bank senior strate-
gist Rodrigo Catril.

“But as the March 1st deadline ap-
proaches the market is also likely to de-
mand more concrete evidence that a deal 
looks more likely than not.” Shanghai closed 
0.6 percent higher and Hong Kong rose 0.4 
percent in the afternoon, while Tokyo ended 
0.3 per cent stronger.

Sydney rose 0.2 percent, Singapore 
added 0.4 percent and Taipei put on 0.5 

percent with Wellington and Jakarta also up.
China released figures showing the 

economy expanded at the 6.6 percent clip 
expected in an AFP survey, but that repre-
sented its slowest pace since 1990, when 
it was hit by outrage over the Tiananmen 
Square crackdown a year earlier.

And in a sign of the battle Beijing faces 
in getting things back on track, October-
December growth came in at 6.4 percent, 
the worst quarterly figure since the global 
financial crisis 10 years ago.

The data come as China struggles to 
address a chronic debt burden while at the 
same time fighting the damaging trade war 
with the US.

It also reinforces the need for officials 
to press on with stimulus measures, such 
as the tax cuts announced last week and 
moves to make it easier for banks to lend.

“While the government is putting policy 
responses in place, we anticipate that these 
will need to be ramped up over the course 
of the year,” Stephen Chang, portfolio man-
ager for Asia at Pacific Investment Manage-
ment, said in a note.

Next on traders’ radar is British Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s revised plan for ex-
iting the European Union, with her original 
proposal left in tatters after being roundly 
rejected by MPs last week.

Britain will leave the European Union 
on March 29 without a deal unless MPs can 
force a delay or get their act together in time 
and come up with an alternative plan that 
Brussels is also happy with. 

Despite the uncertainty, the pound was 
holding up against the dollar in Asian trade.

New Delhi, Jan. 21 (IANS): 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley, who is in the US for 
a medical check up, will 
return home on Friday, 

well ahead of the Budget 
presentation on February 
1, official sources said.

“The Finance Min-
ister is set to return on 

Mumbai, Jan. 21 (PTI): Ris-
ing for the straight fifth 
session, the benchmark 
Sensex rallied 250 points 
after opening on a cautious 
note Monday, on contin-
ued buying in select blue-
chips by domestic investors 
amid a positive cues from 
other Asian bourses.

The 30-share BSE index 
jumped 228.12 points, or 
0.63 per cent, to 36,614.73 
in early trade. 

The NSE Nifty, too, rose 
53.10 points, or 0.49 per 
cent, to 10,960.05. Sectoral 
indices led by healthcare, 
IT, auto, FMCG, power and 
oil & gas advanced up to 
0.57 per cent.

Brokers said, besides 
sustained buying by do-
mestic investors on en-
couraging Q3 earnings 
from bluechip companies, 
a firming trend at other 
Asian markets on easing of 
US-China trade tensions, 
dovish commentary form 
the Federal Reserve and 
efforts in China to support 
the slowing economy, influ-

enced trading sentiments 
here.

Meanwhile, domes-
tic institutional investors 
(DIIs) sold shares worth a 
net of Rs 124.91 crore, while 
foreign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded shares 
to the tune of Rs 97 crore on 
Friday, as per provisional 
data.

Major gainers included 
Sun Pharma, RIL, Infosys, 
Bajaj Finance, Bharti Airtel, 
Tata Motors, Yes Bank, TCS, 
HUL, Tata Steel, NTPC, ICI-
CI Bank, HCL Tech, Asian 
Paint, Vedanta, ITC, M&M, 
Maruti Suzuki and HDFC 
Bank, rising up to 3.02 per 
cent.

A m o n g  t h e  A s i a n 
bourses, Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng was up 0.19 per cent, 
Japan’s Nikkei rose 0.45 
per cent, Taiwan gained 
0.74 per cent and Shanghai 
Composite Index was up 
0.68 per cent in late morn-
ing trade Monday.

The US Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average ended 1.38 
per cent higher Friday.

the evening of January 
25,” said a senior official. 
“The interim budget will 
be presented by him for 
sure,” he said. He added 
that the process for print-
ing of Budget documents 
began on Monday. 

Jaitley, 66, left for the 
US on January 13 for what 
was believed to be a medi-
cal check-up relating to 
his kidney ailment. He had 
undergone a renal trans-
plant surgery in May 2018.

However, there has 
been wide speculation 
that he may not be able 
to return early to present 
the interim budget, which 
will be his last before the 
general elections this year.

Jaitley had recently 
hinted that it may not be 
a simple interim budget or 
vote on account, which is 
generally the tradition in 
an election year. The full 
budget is presented by the 

new government after the 
elections.

“Ordinar i ly,  there 
should be no reason why 
we should move away 
from that convention but 
there is a larger interest of 
the economy that always 
dictate what goes into that 
interim budget,” he said 
on Thursday.

Informed sources said 
that the government may 
roll out schemes to help 
increase farmers’ income, 
reduce farm input costs 
and raise credit flow to 
farmers. 

Ministers of  State 
for Finance Pon Rad-
hakrishnan and Shiv 
Pratap Shukla on Mon-
day held the annual pre-
budget r itual,  Halwa 
Ceremony, to mark the 
beginning of printing of 
Budget documents in the 
North Block, the seat of 
Ministry of Finance.

United Nations, Jan. 21 (IANS): The In-
ternational Monetary Fund’s (IMF) World 
Economic Outlook Update released by chief 
economist Gita Gopinath on Monday said 
that India’s economy is expected to grow by 
7.5 per cent in the 2019-20 fiscal year, keep-
ing an upward trajectory as the rest of the 
world slumps.

India will continue to be the world’s fast-
est growing major economy, the report said.

The IMF’s flagship report said that India’s 
growth was estimated to be 7.3 per cent for 
the current fiscal year and forecast to rise to 
7.7 per cent in 2020-21. “India’s economy is 
poised to pick up in 2019, benefiting from 
lower oil prices and a slower pace of mon-
etary tightening than previously expected, 
as inflation pressures ease,” the report said.

At the launch of the report in Davos, 
Switzerland, Gopinath said: “The global 
expansion is weakening and at a rate that is 
somewhat faster than expected.”

She said the update projects global 
growth at 3.5 per cent in 2019, a downward 
revision of 0.2 per cent from the October 
report, and 3.6 per cent in 2020, a reduc-
tion of 0.1 per cent. “We believe the risks to 
more significant downward corrections are 
rising.”

However, she also said, “While this does 
not mean we are staring at a major down-
turn, it is important to take stock of the 
many rising risks.”

Gopinath, a former adviser to the Kerala 
government and highly regarded professor 
at Harvard University, took over as the chief 
economist of the IMF in January, becoming 
the first woman to hold the key post in global 
economic policy-making.

She blamed the trade tensions and 
worsening financial conditions for the bleak 
outlook. “Higher trade uncertainty will fur-
ther dampen investment and disrupt global 
supply chains,” she said.

New Delhi, Jan. 21 (PTI): 
Gold rallied by Rs 40 to Rs 
33,200 per 10 gram at the 
bullion market on Monday, 
reversing a two-day losing 
trend on fresh buying by 
local jewellers to meet wed-
ding season demand.

Silver, however, held 
steady at Rs 40,100 per kg 
on scattered demand from 
coin makers. Traders said 
emergence of buying by 
local jewellers to meet the 
ongoing wedding season 

demand at domestic spot 
market and a firm trend 
overseas, mainly led to the 
recovery in gold prices.

Globally, gold rose 0.09 
per cent to USD 1,283.40 an 
ounce in New York. Silver, 
however, fell 9.13 per cent at 
USD 15.39 an ounce.

In the national capital, 
gold of 99.9 per cent and 99.5 
per cent purities bounced 
back by Rs 40 each to Rs 
33,200 and Rs 33,050 per 10 
gram, respectively. It had lost 

Rs 140 in the previous two 
sessions. Sovereign, how-
ever, continued to be traded 
at the previous level of Rs 
25,500 per piece of eight 
gram. On the other side, 
silver ready held steady at Rs 
40,100 per kg on little doing, 
while silver weekly-based 
delivery fell by Rs 58 to Rs 
39,140 per kg. Silver coins, 
however, remained unal-
tered at Rs 77,000 for buying 
and Rs 78,000 for selling of 
100 pieces.



T
he Indigenous peo-
ple the world over 
are rooted to their 
ancestral land which 
nurtures the social 

environment and from which 
a unique culture emanates and 
thrives. The culture is character-
ized by different customs, laws 
and procedures. It is this which 
makes each and every tribe 
unique. Remember the age old 
saying that no two hills are same 
nor are two tribes similar.

It is the sacred duty for all 
tribes to protect their identity, 
their culture, customs, laws and 
practices. For which it is essen-
tial that they remain connected 
to their land. After all it is this 
land which creates and sustains 
the uniqueness of each tribe. 
If we Pan across the globe and 

scan the struggle of indigenous 
tribes, willynilly, majority of 
them are struggling to get hold 
of the possession of their land. 
The first basic requirement of 
establishing, leave aside, pre-
serving their identity.

Then aren’t we in Nagaland 
a blessed lot. Just a little bit of 
contemplation and delving 
into history will reveal that our 
forefathers had the vision and 
intellect to have ensured that 
our land remains protected 
and in the firm custody of the 
community. Thereby ensur-
ing that the Tribes of Nagaland 
thrive and continue to main-
tain their identity. The Con-
stitutional authority for this is 
vested in the Article 371 which 
is applicable in Nagaland. But 
are we really aware of its power 

in protecting us, our culture, 
customs and procedures, re-
ligious and social practices, 
administration of administra-
tive and criminal justice and 
above all safeguarding our own 
land. It probably has been shut 
in the closet and forgotten or 
is it being deliberately down-
played, not very sure!

If we scan the various tribes 
of Nagas across different re-
gions then each tribe is inhab-
iting and thereby signifying a 
particular tract of land. It is this 
distinct tract of land which de-
fines the tribe and not the other 
way around. Doesn’t it make 
us ponder over the stark reality 
that Nagaland and Nagas of Na-
galand already possess what is 
rightfully theirs.

The others will thrive in their 

respective geographical areas as 
long as they are given the same 
protection. So if the present 
day political dispensation at 
the Centre is willing to ensure 
protection in all the affected 
areas then what are we fighting 
for? Some symbolic demands 
which will outwardly display 
our identity, is that all, but we 
shouldn’t forget that Symbolism 
has its own limitations and can-
not satiate the thirst and deep 
felt aspirations of the people. It 
is my earnest appeal to all our 
community stakeholders to be 
pragmatic and show unity in 
approach. Unity should be in 
thought and philosophy and not 
merely territorial unity, which 
by nature may not be feasible. 
Therefore the sooner we recon-
cile to the fact that our land is 

distinct within our state and in 
neighboring states and so are 
people inhabiting them, the bet-
ter equipped we will be to find-
ing and accepting a solution to 
the vexed Poll imbroglio which 
is unique and not one size fits 
all. Also the inclination to force 
fit “unity” beyond certain land 
boundary’s will then be seen to 
be unrealistic, non workable in 
the long run and a waste of pre-
cious time. Therefore, it is time 
that we consolidate and build 
on what we have for a better fu-
ture for the coming generation 
rather than waste it. After all a 
bird in hand is better than two 
in the bush, of which the second 
bird may be virtual!!

Rembemo L
GHS, Yimpang
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Time to Repeal the 
AFSPA

C
ivil rights activist from Manipur, Irom 
Chanu Sharmila also known as Iron Lady, 
was on a hunger strike for 16 long years 
demanding that the government of India 
repeal the Armed Forces Special Powers 

Act (AFSPA) from the state. Her reputation suffered 
after she joined politics but the cause remains as 
fresh as ever. The need to remove the draconian law 
still stands. The circumstance that made Sharmila 
(then 28 years old) go on an indefinite fast was 
something that many living in the ‘disturbed areas’ 
can relate to. It was the Malom Massacre that took 
away lives of 10 innocent people at a bus stop that 
triggered her to engage an indefinite strike.

Personnel of the 8th Assam Rifles allegedly shot 
down civilians following a bomb blast that took 
place in a nearby area. There has been no justice 
in sight even after more than 18 years since the 
incident. Dozens of alleged extra-judicial killing 
cases have been lodged against army personnel 
posted in the disturbed areas but the immunity 
given to commissioned officers, warrant officers, 
or non-commissioned officers in the armed forces 
by the AFSPA to shoot and kill people who are 
perceived to be likely to cause disorder, obstructs fair 
investigation.

However, the Supreme Court of India has 
repeatedly made it loud and clear that “fair trial” 
cannot be denied to any citizen. In 2016, it ruled 
out the concept of absolute immunity for the armed 
forces. The ruling came as a respite for people living 
in the north-eastern states and Jammu and Kashmir. 
Once again, the apex court recently turned down a 
petition filed by over 300 army officers and soldiers 
seeking to squash the FIR being lodged against them 
in connection with alleged extra-judicial killings in 
fake encounters.

The court’s action was a welcome move as the 
Act—however powerful it may be—certainly doesn’t 
authorise taking innocent lives, or doing so through 
fake encounters. Draconian laws like the AFSPA can 
also be counter-productive: atrocities perpetrated 
against civilians in the name of operations against 
terrorists have the potential to breed violence. 
Criminals are criminals whether in uniform or not. 
They should not be allowed to hide under the AFSPA 
if found guilty after a fair trial.

Nobody is above the law. It is time to repeal 
the infamous Act altogether as it has denied many 
individuals of the fundamental right to live, which is 
enshrined in article 21 of the Constitution of India.

The Wire Analysis

Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi expressed concern over the CBI’s situation. Credit: PTI

Lord, we are so prone to rely on our own efforts to 
impress You and others. Help us to be authentic in all 
our relationships, and to enjoy the restored heart we 

can have through Your forgiveness.

When a college class went on a cultural field trip, the 
instructor almost didn’t recognize one of his star 
pupils. In the classroom she had concealed six-

inch heels beneath her pant legs. But in her walking boots 
she was less than five feet tall. “My heels are how I want 
to be,” she laughed. “But my boots are how I really am.”

Our physical appearance doesn’t define who we 
are; it’s our heart that matters. Jesus had strong words 
for those masters of appearances—the super-religious 
“Pharisees and teachers of the law.” They asked Jesus 
why His disciples didn’t wash their hands before eating, 
as their religious traditions dictated (Matthew 15:1–2). 
Jesus asked, “Why do you break the command of God 
for the sake of your tradition?” (v. 3). Then He pointed 
out how they had invented a legal loophole to keep their 
wealth instead of caring for their parents (vv. 4–6), thus 
dishonoring them and violating the fifth commandment 
(Exodus 20:12).

If we obsess over appearances while looking for 
loopholes in God’s clear commands, we’re violating the 
spirit of His law. Jesus said that “out of the heart come evil 
thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality,” and the 
like (Matthew 15:19). Only God, through the righteousness 
of His Son Jesus, can give us a clean heart.

Land, an Existential Thing 

DAILY
PATH

Trying to Impress

BIBLE READ:     EXODUS 7–8; MATTHEW 15:1–20

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Out of the heart come evil thoughts . . . . These are 

what defile a person.
Matthew 15:19–20

Collegium Had a Case for Superseding 
HC Judges, but Failed to Articulate It
The Supreme Court needs CJIs with reasonable tenures and the collegium can make superseeding 
recommendations aiming to find suitable successors for the next ten years.

Madan B. Lokur and the admis-
sion of Justice Arun Mishra.

Most unfortunate, the January 
10 resolution said:

The Collegium has discussed 
names of Chief Justices as well as 
senior puisne Judges of all High 
Courts, eligible for elevation to 
the Supreme Court. The Colle-
gium is of the considered view 
that at present the following per-
sons (Justices Maheshwari and 
Khanna) are more deserving and 
suitable in all respects than other 
Chief Justices and senior puisne 
Judges of High Courts, for being 
appointed as Judges of the Su-
preme Court of India.

It was most unfortunate be-
cause the phrase “more deserving 
and suitable in all respects than 
other Chief Justices and senior 
puisne Judges of High Courts” is 
not only trite, but could be offen-
sive to the judges who were over-
looked.

The Supreme Court collegium 
should not give credence to the 
imaginary view that the calibre 
of high court judges is somewhat 
inferior to that of the Supreme 
Court judges. It has to be recog-
nised that only a few high court 
judges could make it to the Su-
preme Court, in view of consider-
ations of seniority, and the neces-
sity to ensure geographical and 
social diversity in the apex court, 
apart from merit.

Therefore, there could be high 
court judges who are more de-
serving and suitable than those 
who were recommended by the 
collegium on merit, but could 
not be elevated, due to other 
reasons. Examples of such high 
court judges who could not make 
it to the Supreme Court include 
former chief justices of Delhi high 
court, the late Rajinder Sachar, 
A.P. Shah, Justice G.P. Singh, who 
was the chief justice of Madhya 
Pradesh high court from 1978 to 
1984 and former chief justice of 
Himachal Pradesh high court Jus-
tice Leila Seth.

Need for safeguards
Critics of the January 10 resolu-
tion may indeed be correct in say-
ing that the CJI could not unilat-
erally rescind a resolution passed 
by the collegium in its previous 
meeting and that he ought to have 
taken its consent for doing so, 
before its composition changed. 
This aspect of the functioning of 
the collegium indeed requires 
certain safeguards, which were 
not envisaged by the Supreme 
Court’s Constitution bench in the 
National Judicial Appointment 
Commission (NJAC) case, when 
it gave a consequential judgment 
in December 2015 to reform the 

collegium, after striking down the 
NJAC Act as unconstitutional.

While the revised Memoran-
dum of Procedure (MoP) on the 
basis of the guidelines laid down 
by the bench is still hanging fire 
three years after that judgment, 
the CJI’s unilateral rescind-
ing of the December 12 resolu-
tion should necessitate specific 
changes in the MoP to dilute 
scope for arbitrary decisions by 
the CJI.

Latest appointments to the SC
Having said that, let us look at the 
contours of the supersession of 
the high court judges, in the light 
of the latest appointments.

Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 
retires as Supreme Court Judge on 
May 14, 2023. His initial date of 
appointment as additional judge 
was September 2, 2004.

According to the collegium’s 
resolution, he stood at Sl.No.21 
in the combined seniority of high 
court judges on all-India basis.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna stood at 
Sl.No.33 in the combined senior-
ity of High Court Judges on all-In-
dia basis. His date of appointment 
as additional judge was June 24, 
2005. He retires as the Supreme 
Court Judge on May 13, 2025.

Now let us look at the seniority 
of those who were recommended 
on December 12, but dropped by 
the collegium later.

Chief Justice of Delhi high 
court Rajendra Menon was ap-
pointed as additional judge on 
April 1, 2002. If he was appointed 
as judge of the Supreme Court, he 
would have retired on June 6, 2022. 
As chief justice of the Delhi high 
court, he is set to retire on June 6, 
2019 (the age of superannuation 
for high court judges is 62, while 
it is 65 for Supreme Court judges).

Among the current incum-
bents of the Supreme Court, Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud is set to 
take over as the CJI after Justice 
Uday Umesh Lalit on the lat-
ter’s retirement on November 8, 
2022, Justice Menon’s chances of 
becoming the CJI were nil, if ap-
pointed to the Supreme Court in 
the current round.

The Chief Justice of Rajasthan 
high court, Pradeep Nandra-
jog was appointed as additional 
judge on December 20, 2002 and 
therefore, is senior to both Justices 
Maheshwari and Khanna. But he 
would have retired as the judge of 
the Supreme Court, if appointed, 
on February 23, 2023 and as the 
Rajasthan high court chief justice, 
he would have to retire on Febru-
ary 23, 2020. Like Justice Menon, 
Justice Nandrajog too could have 
never made it as the CJI, if ap-
pointed to the Supreme Court, 

T
he appointments of 
Justice Dinesh Ma-
heshwari and Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna to the 
Supreme Court have 

triggered a controversy over the 
Supreme Court collegium’s ap-
parent indifference to the prin-
ciple of seniority of high court 
judges in the all-India list and to 
inter-se seniority within the high 
courts which they were serving 
before their elevation.

The Supreme Court’s nine-
judge bench had rightly held in 
the Second Judges case in 1993 
that unless there are strong co-
gent reasons to justify a depar-
ture, the order of seniority (both 
inter-se among judges in the high 
court and their combined sen-
iority on all India basis) must be 
maintained among the high court 
judges.

A close look at the seniority 
list shows that there were indeed 
strong cogent reasons to justify a 
departure. If only the collegium 
took the trouble to articulate 
those reasons, the controversy 
could have been mitigated, if not 
completely avoided.

Merits of leak
Instead, “sources close to the 
CJI” told the Times of India that 
certain adverse materials about 
the two judges recommended 
by the collegium in December 
were brought to the attention 
of the collegium members in 
January. Besides, Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi was report-
edly upset with the December 
resolutions being leaked to some 
legal websites. He unilaterally 
withdrew the resolutions signed 
by the collegium members in De-
cember.

These two reasons, if correct, 
were most unfortunate. It not 
only casts aspersions on the two 
sitting judges – whose eligibility 
was considered and abandoned – 
but also speaks poorly of the CJI’s 
respect for the freedom of the me-
dia. Why should the leaks upset 
him at all? If the leaks only con-
firmed the resolutions, do the CJI 
or the collegium members stand 
to lose their prestige or author-
ity? On the other hand, if the leaks 
were contrary to the resolutions, 
it is the reputation of the media 
houses which published the leaks 
which is at stake, not that of the 
collegium.

The CJI only has to recall how 
in 2009, Justice P.D. Dinakaran’s 
elevation as Supreme Court judge 
was halted after the collegium 
unanimously recommended him. 
The collegium’s resolution being 
leaked to a section of the media 
galvanised the campaign against 
his appointment and gathering 
of adverse materials against him, 
which made the collegium re-
think.

High court judges are not less 
competent
While the January 10 resolution of 
the collegium is silent on the two 
reasons attributed to “sources 
close to the CJI”, it cited three rea-
sons for withdrawing the Decem-
ber resolution: one, the winter 
vacation of the Court had inter-
vened; second, the required con-
sultations had not taken place; 
and three, the composition of the 
collegium had changed in Janu-
ary, with the retirement of Justice 

as he would have retired before 
Justice Chandrachud retires on 
November 10, 2024.

The same is true of Justice 
Gita Mittal, who is the chief jus-
tice of Jammu and Kashmir high 
court. She was appointed as the 
additional judge on July 16, 2004, 
and is set to retire on December 
8, 2020. She would have retired as 
the Supreme Court judge, if ap-
pointed, on December 8, 2023. 
She would also have missed the 
opportunity to become the CJI.

Since she is senior to Jus-
tice Maheshwari by about two 
months, it could be said that her 
seniority was overlooked. But 
Justice Maheshwari has been the 
chief justice of Karnataka high 
court since February 24, 2016, 
whereas Justice Gita Mittal took 
over as the chief justice of Kash-
mir high court on August 11 last 
year and served as the acting CJ 
of Delhi high court from April 14, 
2017 to August 10, 2018.

Longest serving chief justice of 
high court and diversity
It was said, for example, that 
Justice K.M.Joseph was the long-
est serving chief justice of a high 
court, (having taken over in 
2014), and therefore, preferred 
by the collegium over others who 
might have been senior to him, in 
terms of date of appointment as 
additional judges.

Among the current Chief Jus-
tices of high courts, Chief Justice 
Rajendra Menon is the longest 
serving chief justice, having been 
appointed as the Chief Justice of 
Patna high court on March 15, 
2017. He took over as the Chief 
Justice of Delhi high court on Au-
gust 9 last year. As his home state 
is Madhya Pradesh, which is al-
ready represented by two judges 
in the Supreme Court (Justices 
Arun Mishra and Abhay Mano-
har Sapre), his appointment may 
not be favoured by the collegium, 
keeping in view the need for geo-
graphical diversity.

There are at present nine high 
courts which are not represented 
in the Supreme Court. They are 
Jammu and Kashmir, Chattis-
garh, Jharkhand, Manipur, Meg-
halaya, Odisha, Sikkim, Tripura 
and Uttarakhand. Eight high 
courts have only one representa-
tion each: Punjab and Haryana, 
Gujarat, Gauhati, Tamil Nadu, 
Patna, Himachal Pradesh, Cal-
cutta and Kerala. Only Delhi and 
Bombay high courts have three 
each, in view of their size. Apart 
from Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Andhra Pradesh, the Allahabad 
and Karnataka high courts too 
have two judges each to represent 
them in the Supreme Court.

The Chief Justice of Telengana 
high court, Thottathil B. Rad-
hakrishnan comes second, having 
been appointed as the CJ of Telen-
gana and AP high court on March 
18, 2017. The collegium has since 
recommended his transfer as 
the Chief Justice of Calcutta high 
court. He was appointed as addi-
tional judge on October 14, 2004 
and is set to retire on April 28, 
2021. If appointed to the Supreme 
Court, he would retire on April 28, 
2024, and he too would not make 
it as the CJI.

Justice Radhakrishnan’s home 
state is Kerala, which is represent-
ed by Justice K.M. Joseph in the 
Supreme Court. It is unlikely that 
he may find himself in the zone 
of consideration for the appoint-

ment to the Supreme Court. Chief 
Justice of Rajasthan high court, 
Pradeep Nandrajog comes third, 
having been appointed to the 
post on April 2, 2017.

Justice Maheshwari, with the 
Rajasthan high court as his par-
ent high court, seems to have 
been preferred by the collegium 
because he has been the long-
est serving Chief Justice of a high 
court, before his elevation. With 
Justice Ajay Rastogi (also hailing 
from Rajasthan high court) ap-
pointed recently to the Supreme 
Court, Justice Maheshwari is 
seen to complete the representa-
tion of Rajasthan.

Fixing the CJI’s line of succes-
sion
Bringing Justice Nandrajog to 
the Supreme Court would have 
given Delhi four judges. Delaying 
Justice Khanna’s appointment, 
to accommodate Justice Nan-
drajog in this round might have 
made sense, as Justice A.K. Sikri, 
who also hails from Delhi, is set 
to retire on March 6. But then, 
the collegium members perhaps 
wanted to confirm a successor to 
Justice Chandrachud in 2024, so 
that he would have a reasonable 
tenure of at least six months as 
the CJI.

Interestingly, none of the 
judges whom Justices Ma-
heshwari and Khanna supersed-
ed had any chance of becoming 
the CJI, even if appointed to the 
Supreme Court in this round. 
India needs CJIs with reason-
able tenures, and if the collegium 
makes its recommendations, 
aiming to find suitable succes-
sors as CJIs for the next ten years, 
it could offer a strong and cogent 
reason justify supersession of 
high court judges, and protect in-
dependence of judiciary.

If Justice Khanna had to wait 
for his turn in terms of his senior-
ity among the high court Judges, 
it is possible that he might have 
lost the opportunity to succeed 
Justice Chandrachud as the 
CJI with a tenure of at least six 
months. One wonders why the 
collegium felt shy of claiming this 
as a legitimate reason.

In India’s judicial architec-
ture, high courts, like the Su-
preme Court, are equally impor-
tant and their chief justices must 
have sufficiently long tenure, 
before they are considered for 
elevation to the apex court. While 
their experience as the chief jus-
tices of high courts is valuable, 
they should not be appointed 
as the high court chief justices 
merely for a few months before 
their elevation to the apex court 
or transfer to another high court 
as a stop gap arrangement.

That would belittle the office of 
the chief justice of the high courts. 
The search for a would-be judge of 
a Supreme Court, therefore, must 
go beyond the pool of high court 
chief justices or puisne judges 
most of whom are on the verge of 
retirement, so that an appointee 
gets a reasonably long tenure of six 
or seven years and the possibility 
of succeeding as the CJI.

Alternatively, there is merit 
in the proposal to bring the age 
of superannuation of Judges of 
the high courts and the Supreme 
court on par, in order to avoid the 
unhealthy competition among 
the high court chief justices to 
seek elevation to the Supreme 
Court.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  A friend from far 
away could contact you by phone, email, or 
even in person, Aries. This person might bring 
great news that suddenly turns your life in 

a new direction. This could involve a new intellectual 
study or possibly a new circle of friends. At any rate, you 
will certainly enjoy catching up and hearing what your 
friend has to say.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might try to 
learn a new computer program today, Taurus. 
You could find it a little confusing at first, but as 
you continue to learn, you will find that it makes 

things easier for you. You should master it more quickly 
than you thought. This may sound minor, but it will im-
prove your productivity from now on, leaving you time to 
explore other possibilities or attend to important matters.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21):   Today you may stum-
ble into an unexpected new friendship, Gemini. This 
could come as the result of a social event or an intro-
duction by a close friend. You will discover new rap-
port the likes of which you haven’t experienced in a 

long time. You could spend hours trading ideas. Make sure you 
exchange contact information. You will definitely want to stay 
in touch with this person.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A group meeting of 
some sort, perhaps job related, could take place 
in your home today, Cancer. Whatever business 
the group has planned should be taken care of 

quickly and then you will be able to hang out and socialize. 
You might discover new aspects of your guests you didn’t 
know existed. This could prove very enlightening for all con-
cerned. Your bond with them will definitely improve.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  A phone call from a 
close friend or love partner could bring a thrill-
ing surprise your way today, Leo. An event has 
occurred that you either gave up on long ago or 

never dreamed of. This news could necessitate your spend-
ing a lot of time on the phone or computer making contacts, 
but that’s OK. You will be so happy that this happened that 
you won’t mind the time you spend on it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If you own property, 
you might discover that its value has increased 
far beyond anything you dreamed of, Virgo. This 
might involve real estate, but it could also involve 

other resources like stocks, bonds, or family heirlooms. What 
you choose to do with this information is up to you, but you 
will probably decide to hang on to what you have. It’s just 
nice to know it’s valuable.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A surprising phone call 
or email could come your way today from a friend 
you haven’t heard from in a long time, Libra. 
This should make you happy, as you’ve probably 

been wondering what this person was doing. Some business 
changes may have occurred for your friend, but possible new 
opportunities might also be in the cards for you. Hear what 
your friend has to say, think about it, and decide later.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Today you may dis-
cover that you have a previously untapped talent 
for the occult sciences, Scorpio. This might involve 
astrology, numerology, alchemy, or using oracles. A 
class or workshop could be involved. You tend to be 

intuitive by nature, and studying these fields may offer an op-
portunity to train that ability to a higher level of accuracy. Find 
an expert in one of those areas.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  There’s 
someone you’ve wanted to meet for a long 
time, Sagittarius, and today you might have the 
opportunity to introduce yourself. This could 

be a potential romantic interest, a teacher you’ve wanted 
to study with, or someone interesting you might like for a 
friend. Sparks are apt to fly between you. Don’t hesitate, 
for this encounter could affect the rest of your life in some 
profound way.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Do you feel 
helpless in the face of problems with technol-
ogy? If so, you might surprise yourself today, 
Capricorn. Some software that you use a lot 

could go haywire, and you won’t want to take the time to 
wait for a professional. Some study could enable you to 
come up with the solution on your own. Consulting a pro-
fessional could demonstrate that you’re on the right track.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If you’ve been 
thinking about studying astrology, numerology, 
or other occult sciences, Aquarius, this is the day 
to start. There may be a school or teacher that 

you’ve been considering. By doing this, you could open 
doors to new knowledge, meet new friends who share your 
interests, and steer your life in a fascinating new direction. 
Pick up the phone and take the first step.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A woman you meet 
at work might point you in a new direction, Pi-
sces. You should investigate all possible options. 
This could be a new intellectual interest, a tech-

nological skill, or possibly a new and more lucrative source 
of income. It may involve an unusual field, but don’t worry 
about that. The world is changing, so what seems unortho-
dox now could be commonplace tomorrow.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Three Out-of-the-Box Policy Ideas to Clean up India’s Toxic Air

How is the Electoral Game Shaping up in Key States 

Sikkim, as a Model of Stability, Bolsters India’s Defences 

Market-based solutions instead of command-and-control regulation could allow economic growth to coexist with cleaner air.
There are no  incentives for businesses 
and citizens to change their emission 
patterns, and the schemes themselves 
are shoddily implemented.

The recent National Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP) targets a 20%-30% 
reduction in PM2.5 and PM10 emis-
sions but doesn’t offer any concrete 
solutions or adequate funding (only 
Rs 300 crore) to achieve it. The NCAP 
will certainly strengthen air pollution 
monitoring across India  – but doesn’t 
represent the kind of innovation 
needed to tackle the major sources of 
pollution. Here are three ideas.

Introduce a federal cap and trade 
scheme for industrial pollutants
Air pollution requires a federal solu-
tion because state-level regulation 
can’t  deal with the problem’s trans-
boundary impact. A national cap-
and-trade scheme for industrial pol-
lutants could be effective in curbing 
industrial emissions.

The idea is to set a cap on the total 
industrial emissions at the national 
level, and lower the permitted target 
over time. This would create a market 
for pollutants and encourage compa-
nies to invest in abatement technolo-
gies to avoid paying stringent penal-
ties.

Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gu-
jarat trialled a pilot emissions-trading 
scheme in 2011. It used a comprehen-
sive emissions management system 
to provide real-time information on 
industrial emissions to the govern-
ment.

This experience should enable en-
vironment regulators to implement 
a cap-and-trade programme in in-
dustrial clusters around the country. 
It could help deal with the problem 
without damaging economic com-
petitiveness.

In 1990, the US successfully im-
plemented a cap-and-trade scheme 
to solve an acid rain problem caused 
by sulphur dioxide emissions from 
coal power plants. Despite fears of 
economic losses, the firms saved $240 
million a year relative to a command 
and control alternative. The program 
also reduced emissions from the pow-
er sector by 36% while coal-fired elec-
tricity output increased by 25%.

The US example demonstrates 
that cap-and-trade doesn’t have to 
hurt the economy. And when im-
plemented over industrial clusters, 
it needn’t impose additional socio-
economic costs on underprivileged 
citizens.

Incentivise a shift in cropping pat-
terns among farmers in North In-
dia

Crop burning has resisted  technical 
solutions pushed by the administra-
tion. The government wanted to give 
farmers in Punjab and Haryana “hap-
py seeders” at a subsidised cost. The 
seeders allow farmers to plant seeds 
without having to  clear older paddy 
fields. However, farmers deemed the 
technology too expensive and the 
plan failed.

It also doesn’t address the root-
cause of paddy burning. The Punjab 
and Haryana governments mandat-
ed in 2009 that farmers could only 
plant the water-intense paddy crops 
in mid-June. This was to prevent 
groundwater depletion in the sum-
mer and delay paddy cultivation till  
the monsoons.

However, this left farmers little 
time to shift to planting winter crops 
after their October harvest. So as an 
alternative, they burnt the stubble off 
the paddy fields.

In this context, instead of ex-
ploring silver-bullet solutions like 
the ‘happy seeder’, the government 
should incentivise crop diversifica-
tion.  Restricting paddy cultivation 

curity that it remains so. First, Denjong 
or the Valley of Rice, as Sikkim is tradi-
tionally known, is a prosperous state; 
that the charismatic Chief Minister Pa-
wan Kumar Chamling has become the 
longest serving Indian Chief Minister 
in 2018 is a clear sign of its stability.

Sikkim is also India?s first organic 
state, showing the way to other pro-
gressive states in the country. On Octo-
ber 12, 2018, Sikkim won the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisation’s (FAO) 
Future Policy Award 2018 for being the 
world’s first 100 percent organic state. 
The citation said, “Sikkim is the first or-
ganic state in the world. All of its farm-
land is certified organic

Embedded in its design are socio-
economic aspects such as consump-
tion and market expansion, cultural 
aspects as well as health, education, 
rural development and sustainable 
tourism.” This makes Sikkim particu-
larly special. In terms of India?s securi-
ty, Sikkim remains a trend-setter and a 
model; India can?t afford to have inse-
cure and ?unhappy? borders, when the 

northern neighbour is always ready to 
change the status quo. Another wel-
come change has been the disenclave-
ment of the state. On September 24, 
2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated an aerodrome at Pakyong, 
near Gangtok, Sikkim?s capital. The 
airport has been constructed at a cost 
of some Rs 600 crore, the first com-
mercial flight from Pakyong taking off 
on October 4 with SpiceJet operating 
78-seater Bombardier Q400 flights to 
and from Delhi, Kolkata and Guwahati. 
Recently, an Antonov AN-32 transport 
aircraft of the Indian Air Force landed 
for the first time at Pakyong. It will be a 
game-changer for the Indian Army.

The way for India to strengthen 
its Himalayan boundary lies perhaps 
in Sikkim. When one reaches Gang-
tok, the first thing one realises is that 
Sikkim is spotlessly clean and the en-
vironment well-protected. This is par-
ticularly striking when coming from a 
state where plastic and garbage litter 
every public place. It is a truly refresh-
ing and uplifting experience to see 

clean forests, streams and villages. 
Driving up from West Bengal, Sikkim 
seems like paradise. This brings the 
possibility of developing eco-tourism, 
which could bring rich dividends. But 
that is probably not enough. It is also 
necessary to empower the local popu-
lation. Chamling has recently decided 
to institute a universal basic income 
for each of Sikkim?s 610,577 citizens. 
If the scheme is a success, Sikkim will 
become India?s most progressive 
state. Though Sikkim is today stable, 
large sections of society feel they have 
been victim to historical injustices in 
the past. After the merger with India 
in 1975, some communities were ex-
cluded from tribal status. A two-day 
summit, organised by EIECOS (Eleven 
Indigenous Ethnic Communities of 
Sikkim), in May 2018 in Gangtok de-
manded that all communities with a 
Sikkim Subject?s Card should be given 
?tribal? status and Sikkim be declared 
a tribal state, like other north-eastern 
states. Three years after Sikkim joined 
India in a quasi-unanimous referen-

dum, some communities were unfor-
tunately left out, while Scheduled Tribe 
recognition was granted to others.

While inaugurating the Sikkim 
Summit for Tribal Status 2018, Cham-
ling said: “We embraced India as a 
country on the condition of never 
compromising our uniqueness as Sik-
kimese people, protected by the In-
dian Constitution.” With fast-paced 
developments taking place on India?s 
borders, the pressure is going to greatly 
increase.  For the local population to 
remain steadfast, a small gesture such 
as granting tribal status to Sikkim 
would go a long way to make the peo-
ple of Sikkim happier and, therefore, 
more prepared to support the defence 
of India?s borders.

This is valid for other Himalayan 
states which too have their long-pend-
ing demands which are often ignored 
by Delhi. It is true for Ladakh, for Aru-
nachal Pradesh and also for Himachal 
and Uttarakhand. India needs to satisfy 
the basic aspirations of the local popu-
lations and give them the freedom to 

develop according to their own genius.
A visit to Nathu La, the border pass 

between India and China, makes one 
realise the strategic importance of Sik-
kim which has the potential to keep 
peace between the two Asian giants 
despite recurrent tensions. It witnesses 
BPMs (Border Personnel Meetings) be-
tween the Indian and Chinese Army, 
in a ?hut? built for the purpose, several 
times a year. It symbolises the decision 
taken at the highest levels in India and 
China to resolve localised border is-
sues around a table. The Himalayan 
people may not represent a large or 
politically influential section of the 
Indian population, but the country?s 
security depends on them. Let us hope 
that Sikkim can remain a model of sta-
bility and lean environment as well as a 
beacon for other Indian states. It is the 
need of the hour.

Claude Arpi is a French-born 
author, journalist, historian and 

Tibetologist. The article is in special 
arrangement with South Asia Monitor

I
n the summer of 2017, the Dok-
lam incident could have taken 
a dramatic turn for India (and 
China too!); fortunately, it end-
ed well with the withdrawal of 

the Chinese and Indian armies from 
an area near the trijunction between 
Sikkim, Tibet and Bhutan. However, 
in early 2018, several media reports 
mentioned fast-paced road construc-
tion activities in the area, particularly 
a 12-km-long stretch from Yatung, in 
Chumbi Valley, to Doklam, being built 
by China.

“The black-topping of the road 
which, according to sources, has been 
underway since the middle of Sep-
tember 2017, means that the Doklam 
plateau will see an increasing deploy-
ment of PLA in days to come,” News18 
reported.

A crucial factor in India?s favour 
has been the strategic and political sta-
bility of the border state of Sikkim. For 
several reasons, it is vital for India?s se-

context of L.K. Advani?s Rath 
Yatra and the movement to 
build the Ram Temple. The rest 
is familiar history.

The RSS and its creatures like 
the BJP have never quite accept-
ed the centuries old caste pyra-
mid being exposed to western 
notions of democracy, upward 
mobility, social justice. There is a 
huge, visceral resistance to ideas 
of equality in a system which, in 
this life, is inherently unequal, 
where upward mobility is only 
possible in a series of lives here-
after. Communalism, therefore, 
does not only feed on imagined 
or real historical wrongs alone. 
It is, in effect, also a strategy to 
keep the caste pyramid from 
keeling over.

In Assam and the North 
East, the faultline is not caste 
but Bengalis versus Assamese 
and plainsmen versus the tribes. 
The situation is custom made 
for constructive intervention by 
the Congress.

In West Bengal the Congress 
presents a confused picture. 

A small section is willing to go 
along with Mamata Banerjee. 
Of the 44 Congress MLAs, eight 
have crossed over to Mamata?s 
Trinamool Congress. At her rally 
in Kolkata, Mamata pointedly 
invited Sonia Gandhi, ignor-
ing Rahul Gandhi. The upshot 
is that the Congress will send 
a senior leader to the rally. In 
other words the party will re-
main on talking terms with 
Mamata without letting her dic-
tate the terms of endearment. 
But if the Congress is on talking 
terms with Mamata so far, CPI-
M Secretary General Sitaram 
Yechury’?s insistence to hold the 
Congress hand in Kolkata must 
await clarity. Also, the Congress 
is fighting the CPI-M tooth and 
nail in Kerala. Should that also 
not require some clarity?

(A senior commentator on 
political and diplomatic affairs, 
Saeed Naqvi can be reached on 
saeednaqvi@hotmail.com . The 

views expressed are personal.)

Holding the BJP with one hand, 
he gripped the Muslim League?s 
hand with the other.

Kerala-UP linkages were 
brought into play even in the 
aftermath of the “Shilanyas” 
or the brick laying ceremony 
in Ayodhya. On November 10, 
1989, Rajiv Gandhi was the 
darling of the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) because in vio-
lation of the Allahabad High 
Court order, he allowed the Shi-
lanyas to take place on disputed 
land, precisely what the VHP 
demanded. His officials were 
instructed to put out the story 
that the brick laying ceremony 
was done “a good 100 metres 
from the disputed area”. But the 
truth was leaked by the VHP, out 
to prove its muscle.

The VHP, in seventh heaven 
because of the turn in Ayodhya, 
paid Rajiv Gandhi back in Kerala 
by instructing its cadres to help 
the Congress. But despite all ex-
ertions, Rajiv Gandhi, who had 
won 400 seats in 1984, lost the 
1989 elections.

This somewhat extended 
focus on an election this re-
porter was witness to may help 
understand facets of the elec-
toral battle ahead. Note how 
the Congress mistakes tactics 
for strategy with unerring fre-
quency.

For Uttar Pradesh 2019, a 
seat sharing formula had been 
suggested some months ago. 
BJP?s stunning victory in the 
state for Lok Sabha in 2014 had 
not been with wide margins. 
Based on this fact a formula 
was suggested. The Samajwadi 
Party (SP), Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP), Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) 
and the Congress would be 
given tickets for seats wherever 
they came second in 2014. By 
this formula the BSP, SP, Con-
gress and RLD would be entitled 
to 34, 31, 5 and 2 seats give or 
take a few. That Congress per-
formance in Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Chattisgarh enti-
tles it to more seats in UP is now 
purely theoretical because the 
BSP, SP (and possibly RLD) deal 

has been sealed and delivered. 
By announcing its intention to 
contest all 80 seats, the Con-
gress is helping nobody except 
possibly the BJP.

The Congress cannot have 
forgotten the panic which 
gripped it when all assessments 
indicated the party might be a 
cypher in UP in 2014. Week af-
ter week, Sonia Gandhi?s side-
kick in Rae Bareli and Amethi, 
Kishori Lal Sharma, twiddled 
his thumbs waiting in vain for 
Priyanka Gandhi?s promised 
visitations. To look after the two 
family fiefdoms was the therapy 
assigned to her. But she would 
not show up. Only the fear of her 
mother and brother losing in 
their citadels spurred her to ac-
tion. In a week of effective cam-
paigning, beaming an Indira 
Gandhi like charisma, she did 
help keep her family in Parlia-
ment.

That was just four and a half 
years ago. To play spoilsport in 
UP now will diminish the party. 
There is so much else to play for. 

Look, how ham handedly the 
BJP has played its hand on the 
Citizen?s Bill in Assam. Here is a 
chance for Rahul Gandhi to try 
recover its turf in the North East. 
It is generally believed that the 
Congress lost the brilliant or-
ganization man, Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, to the BJP by treating 
him high handedly when Sarma 
came to consult the Congress 
President. Apparently, the dura-
tion of the meeting was spent 
with Rahul feeding biscuits to 
his dog.

There is a profound lesson 
for the BJP and an opportunity 
for the Congress opening up in 
the North East. There will be far 
reaching consequences for the 
BJP in the lesson it is about to 
learn. There are limits to Hindu 
consolidation that can be af-
fected by targeting minorities. 
The party?’s hands were more or 
less forced when Prime Minister 
V.P. Singh dusted up the Man-
dal committee report providing 
reservation to other Backward 
Castes (OBCs). That was the 

T
he BJP in Kerala may 
have boosted its saf-
fron image on the 
Sabrimala issue but is 
unlikely to gain much 

electoral advantage in 2019. 
That has been the pattern for 
decades: it has zero conversion 
rate even though it has a vote 
share of 10 percent. It would 
certainly like to weaken, harm, 
destroy the CPI-M. Towards this 
end it has to direct its cadres to 
quietly help the Congress. But in 
this instance it is not inclined to 
augment Congress numbers in 
New Delhi.

K. Karunakaran, as the Ker-
ala Congress maestro, had mas-
tered the art of playing “footsy” 
under the table with the RSS. 
Victory margins in Kerala were 
generally slim. Whenever it 
suited both the parties, the RSS 
cadres were injected into the 
process, thus improving Con-
gress chances. In 1989, the wily, 
Karunakaran went one better. 

in North India could also protect soil 
fertility and curb groundwater deple-
tion.

It’s notable that in the early 1970s, 
these parts of Punjab and Haryana 
neither cultivated nor ate rice. But 
higher procurement prices and elec-
tricity subsidies (to extract ground-
water) encouraged them to shift from 
maize to rice.

Offer citizens incentives to trade 
‘dirtier’ vehicles for cleaner ones
The Centre has decided to imple-
ment the  BS VI fuel norms from 2020 
to curb automotive emissions (we’re 
currently at BS IV). Although this is 
admirable, it’s unlikely to have a sig-
nificant impact on transport emis-
sions in the coming decade, chiefly 
because consumers have little incen-
tive to shift to cleaner but more ex-
pensive vehicles.

A 2016 study in the US demon-
strated that tightening the fuel econ-
omy helped increase the  average ve-
hicle lifetime by over three years . The 
study’s authors also found that con-
sumers responded strongly to scrap-
page if they were guided by  vehicle 
price, and they retained their vehicles 
for longer.

The takeaway for India is that 

the BS VI fuel standards could result 
in older, more polluting cars plying 
India’s roads for another decade. Im-
plementing a scrappage programme 
with incentives to trade older vehicles 
in for newer, cleaner ones could curb 
automotive emissions much sooner.

It has been reported that 700,000 
vehicles manufactured before 2001 
contribute 15-20% of vehicular pol-
lution. A scrappage scheme could 
take these vehicles off the road and 
replace them with vehicles that are 
BS VI compliant. And under the new 
standards, commercial and heavy-
duty vehicles have better emission 
control technology and are much less 
polluting than older models.

Many policymakers believe that 
air pollution is the price Indians have 
to pay for economic development. 
That doesn’t have to be the case. 
Market-based solutions instead of 
command-and-control regulation 
could allow economic growth to co-
exist with cleaner air.

Siddharth Goel is an independ-
ent public policy consultant with 

extensive experience in India, the US 
and Europe. He writes about innova-

tive public policy ideas on his blog, 

O
ne out of every eight 
deaths in India in 2017 
was caused by air pol-
lution, according to 
a study. That’s almost 

twice as many deaths caused by can-
cer.  This is a grim warning to India’s 
policymakers.

No longer just a middle-class in-
convenience in the winter, air pollu-
tion has become a year-round health 
emergency across India. Delhi expe-
rienced only two ‘good’ air days over 
two years, between May 2015 and Oc-
tober 2017. Moreover, the WHO’s air 
quality database (as of 2018) showed 
that all 126 Indian cities exceeded the 
recommended guidelines for particu-
late emissions.

Despite numerous warnings from 
scientists and much public criticism, 
policymakers have been unable to 
implement any comprehensive solu-
tions to tackle air pollution. Worsen-
ing air quality is also an indictment of 
the faulty bureaucratic approach to 
environmental regulation.

Inflexible command-and-control 
policies, such as the Delhi govern-
ment’s odd-even scheme, have failed. 

Siddharth Goel | The Wire
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India’s first all-women’s party 
launched, to contest LS polls
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CJI recuses from hearing challenge to 
appointment of Rao as acting CBI chief
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nature’ of its machines, mulls legal action
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Mumbai, Jan. 21 (IANS):  
India’s first-ever all-women 
political party -- the Na-
tional Women’s Party (NWP) 
-- was launched on Monday 
in Mumbai and it will con-
test half -- 283 -- of the 545 
Lok Sabha seats in the 2019 
elections.

The NWP, described as 
“a party of mothers”, has 
been founded by a medi-
co and social activist, (Dr) 
Shwetha Shetty, and will 
strive for 50 per cent res-
ervation for women in the 
lower House.

“This party is a historic 
step in our mission to en-
sure equal representation 
for women in Parliament. 
Our ideology is to remove 
gender disparity in politics 
and thus create equal im-
portance for females in the 
patriarchal Indian society,” 
Shetty told the media per-
sons at the formal kick-start 
here.

She pointed out that the 
battle to get reservations in 
Parliament is now over two 
decades old, but the fact is 
that we continue in a society 

where most political deci-
sions are taken by males, 
with females not having 
an equal say in Parliament, 
thus diminishing the pos-
sibility of “women empow-
erment”.

“With this initiative, the 
NWP plans to create an en-
vironment for full devel-
opment of women which 
enables them to realise 
their full potential and help 
achieve the goals of empow-
erment,” Shetty said.

The NWP will  soon 
launch a mobile app called 

“Mahila Rakshak” which 
would provide assistance to 
women in distress during 
emergencies, since “safety 
is of utmost importance 
considering the growing 
incidents of crimes against 
them”.

The party will open a 
Youth Parliament which 
would be political school 
for women in every state in 
the country to provide aca-
demic and practical training 
and exhort them to become 
involved in the country’s 
political process, said Shetty.

Ranchi, Jan. 21 (PTI):  The 
Jharkhand High Court on 
Monday stayed the sum-
mons issued by a lower 
court against Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi on 
a defamation complaint 
filed by a BJP youth wing 
member.

Justice S Chandrasekhar 
also issued a notice to the 
petitioner, Naveen Jha, ac-
cording to Rajiv Ranjan, 
counsel for Gandhi.

The court of sub-divi-
sional magistrate Ajay Ku-
mar Gudia had on Decem-
ber 12 directed issuance of 
summons to Rahul Gandhi 
to appear before it.

Gandhi’s lawyer had 

challenged the order in the 
Jharkhand High Court.

In his petition before the 
lower court, Jha had alleged 
that at the Congress na-
tional convention on March 
18 last year Rahul Gandhi 
had made objectionable 
remarks against BJP leaders.

The petitioner, who is a 
member of the BJP’s youth 
wing executive committee, 
claimed that the remarks 
had hurt his sentiments and 
had spoilt the image of the 
party. He had sought Rs 10 
crore in damages for the al-
leged defamatory remarks.

The High Court will 
now hear the case after four 
weeks.

New Delhi, Jan. 21 (IANS):  Chief Jus-
tice Ranjan Gogoi on Monday recused 
himself from hearing a plea by NGO 
Common Cause challenging the ap-
pointment of M. Nageswara Rao as 
the interim Director of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) after the 
ouster of Alok Verma.

As the plea by Common Cause 
came up for hearing before a bench 
headed by CJI Gogoi, he recused from 
hearing the matter saying he would 
be participating in the Selection Com-
mittee to pick a new regular head of 
the investigating agency.

The Chief Justice said it would be 
heard by a bench headed by Justice 
A.K. Sikri on January 24.

The selection panel comprises the 
Prime Minister, leader of the Congress 
in the Lok Sabha and the Chief Justice. 
Thus its members are Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Congress leader Mal-
likarjun Kharge and CJI Ranjan Gogoi.

The meeting of the Selection 
Committee is set for January 24.

Seeking the quashing of the Janu-
ary 10 decision to appoint Rao as 

acting head, the NGO has contended 
that it was “illegal, arbitrary, mala fide 
and in violation of the Delhi Police 
Special Establishment (DPSE) Act” 
and the judgement of the apex court 
in the Alok Verma and Vineet Narain 
cases.

It has sought laying down of a 
specific mechanisms to ensure trans-
parency in the appointment process 
to the investigation agency.

Meanwhile, Deputy Superinten-
dents of Police A.K. Bassi on Monday 
moved the top court challenging the 
January 11 order transferring him to 
Port Blair.

Contending that his transfer was 
“vitiated by mala fide and non-ap-
plication of mind”, Bassi said that his 
transfer order was violative of the top 
court’s direction issued on January 8 
in former CBI Director Alok Verma’s 
case.

Asserting that the transfer order 
was intended to “vicitimis” him and 
“unfairly prejudice the investigation 
against (former Special Director) 
Rakesh Asthana”, Bassi contended 

that the transfer order was passed by 
interim Director Naeswara Rao who is 
“not competent to pass such orders”.

He said that a regular CBI Director 
alone was competent to issue transfer 
orders.

After the removal of former Alok 
Verma as the head of the investigating 
agency on January 10, Additional Di-
rector Nageswara Rao was appointed 
as interim Director who upon taking 
the charge nullified all the transfer 
orders issued by Verma after he was 
reinstated by the top court on Janu-
ary 8.

Earlier too, on October 24 when 
Rao was appointed as interim Direc-
tor, he had transferred 13 CBI officials 
including Joint Director (Policy) A.K. 
Sharma, Deputy Inspectors General 
M.K. Sinha, Anish Prasad, K.R. Chau-
rasia and Tarun Gauba, Additional 
Superintendent of Police S.S. Gurm 
and Deputy Superintendents of Po-
lice A.K. Bassi and Ashwani Kumar.

These orders were revoked by 
Verma after he was reinstated by the 
top court on January 8.

Mumbai/New Delhi, Jan. 21 
(IANS): Posing fresh compli-
cations for India, absconder 
diamantaire Mehul Choksi, 
one of the prime accused in 
the INR 13,500 crore Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) fraud, 
has surrendered his Indian 
citizenship in favour of An-
tigua & Barbuda Isles in the 
West Indies, official sources 
said on Monday.

Choksi, 59, acquired his 
new citizenship in 2018 and 
then subsequently depos-
ited his cancelled Indian 
Passport No. Z3396732 and 
a mandatory fee of $177 
for the other formalities, 
with the Indian High Com-
mission in the Cooperative 
Republic of Guyana.

The Indian High Com-
mission in Cooperative Re-
public of Guyana is also 
accredited to the Antigua 
& Barbuda and St. Kitts & 
Nevis.

Contacted by IANS in 
Mumbai, Choksi’s lawyers 
declined to comment saying 
they were no longer in touch 
with him. 

Sources in the national 
capital said that despite the 
latest developments, the 
Indian government will con-
tinue its pursuit of Choksi 
with the government of An-
tigua & Barbuda through 
diplomatic and legal chan-
nels.

Choksi, along with his 
47-year-old nephew Nirav 
Modi, are among many oth-
ers charged with conniving 
with certain bank officials 
to dupe the PNB of over 
INR 13,500 crore by issuing 
fake Letters of Undertak-
ings (LoUs) to their group 
companies through the 
PNB’s flagship Brady House 
Branch.

The development could 
present new hassles for the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) which was hoping 
for his extradition along 
with Nirav Modi and other 
relatives who are believed 
to be holed up in different 
countries. Weeks before, the 
PNB first admitted to the 
massive scam on February 
14, 2018, Choksi and Modi 
besides many of their family 
members had surreptitious-
ly fled the country, virtually 
catching the investigating 

New Delhi, Jan. 21 (PTI): Amid claims by an 
Indian cyber expert that electronic voting 
machines (EVMs) can be hacked, the Election 
Commission asserted Monday it firmly stands 
by “empirical facts about foolproof nature” 
of its machines and said it is examining as to 
what legal action “can and should” be taken 
in the matter.

The Indian cyber expert, seeking political 
asylum in the US, claimed Monday that the 
2014 general election was “rigged” through 
EVMs, which, he said, can be hacked.

Addressing a press conference in London 
via Skype, the man, identified as Syed Suja, 

said he fled India in 2014 because he felt 
threatened in the country after the killing of 
some of his team members.

In a statement issued here, the poll panel 
said whereas it is “wary of becoming a party to 
this motivated slugfest”, it firmly stands by the 
“empirical facts about foolproof nature of ECI 
EVMs” used in elections in India.

“It is being separately examined as to what 
legal action can and should be taken in the 
matter,” the EC statement said without elabo-
rating against whom the action was being 
contemplated -- the person or the organiser 
of the event.

New Delhi Jan. 21 (IANS): 
Accusing the AAP and Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal of dividing the society 
on caste lines and spreading 
mispropaganda, the BJP on 
Monday approached the 
Election Commission (EC) 
and demanded derecognisi-
tion of the party.

After meeting Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Sunil Arora, Delhi 
BJP chief Manoj Tiwari told 
reporters: “We demanded 
that the Commission take 
stern action against the 
Convener (Kejriwal), lead-
ers and office-bearers of the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). The 
AAP should be derecognised 
and election symbol seized 
so that these people are 

stopped from endangering 
the unity and integrity of 
the country and vitiating the 
atmosphere of the society.”

“The Chief Election 
Commissioner has assured 
of taking action as soon 
as possible. Besides this, 
the Delhi Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is also going to 
approach the court against 
AAP in the entire case,” he 
said.

Tiwari was accompa-
nied by Leader of Oppo-
sition in Delhi Assembly 
Vijender Gupta, party’s 
election expert Om Pathak, 
Delhi BJP Legal Department 
Head Neeraj Gupta and Del-
hi BJP media co-incharge 
Neelkant Bakshi.

Speaking about the 

content of the complaint 
submitted to the CEC, Ti-
wari, who represernts the 
Northeast parliamentary 
constituency of Delhi in the 
Lok Sabha, said: “We have 
complained against the 
AAP to the Commission on 
the issue of dividing people 
of Delhi on caste lines and 
spreading misinformation 
among voters about dele-
tion of their votes saying 
that the BJP had deleted 
their votes and Kejriwal 
got their names back in 
the list.”

Tiwari said he also in-
formed the Commission 
about the objectionable 
comments against the poll 
panel by Kejriwal and his 
party leaders.

London, Jan. 21 (IANS): In 
a sensational claim, a US-
based self-claimed cyber 
expert Syed Shuja on Mon-
day said the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections were “rigged” and 
even claimed that BJP lead-
er Gopinath Munde was 
“killed” as he knew about 
the “hacking” of Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVMs), a 
claim debunked by the Elec-
tion Commission of India.

Shortly after the claim 
was made in London, the 
Election Commission issued 
a statement saying it firmly 
stands by the empirical facts 
about fool-proof stature of 
ECI EVMs deployed in India.

Making the allegations 
without proof months be-
fore the Lok Sabha polls at 
an event here organised by 
Indian Journalists’ Associa-
tion (Europe), Shuja claimed 
he can demonstrate how 
machines can be hacked. 

“It is not possible to hack 
a machine using Bluetooth. 
A graphite-based transmit-
ter is required to get into an 
EVM. The transmitters were 
used in the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections. Gopinath Munde 
was murdered as he knew 
about the hacking in EVMs,” 
he said in an interaction 
through tele-conferencing 
from the US.

Shuja, who claims to be 
part of the team that de-
signed EVMs used in India, 
alleged that Congress lost 
210 seats in 2014 general 
election “due to tampering.”

The expert claimed “if 

his people had not inter-
cepted the BJP’s attempts 
to hack the transmissions 
during this year’s assembly 
polls in Chhattisgarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Rajasthan, 
they would have won those 
states as well.”

He claimed they stopped 
the transmission during 
Delhi assembly elections 
in 2015 and Aam Aadmi 
Party emerged as winner. “In 
Delhi Assembly elections, 
transmission initiated by 
the BJP IT was intercepted. 
We changed the frequency.”

Shuja claimed he, too, 
was attacked a few days ago. 

He claimed a private 
company had helped the 
BJP to get low frequency 
signals to hack EVMs and 
added that Samajwadi Party, 
Bahujan Samaj Party and the 
AAP had approached him 
to know if EVMs could be 
hacked. He added that suc-
cessive chief election com-
missioners have told him 
that EVMs cannot commu-
nicate wirelessly. “However, 
our technology allows you 
to do it using a modulator at 
low frequency at 7hz. This is 
a military grade frequency.”

In its statement, the 
Election Commission re-
ferred to the event in Lon-
don and said it has been 
wary of becoming a party 
to “this motivated slugfest” 
but it firmly stands by the 
“empirical facts about the 
foolproof nature of ECI 
EVMS deployed in elections 
in India.”

Kolkata, Jan. 21 (PTI): Researchers 
from IIT Kharagpur have discovered 
that life existed 1500 metres below 
the Earth’s surface around 65 mil-
lion years ago in India as we know 
it now.

The scientists found microbial 
- bacterial and archaeal - life forms 
at such depths beneath the Deccan 
Traps which cover a large part of the 
Deccan Plateau in Southern and 
Western India.

Archaea is a micro-organism 
similar to bacteria in size but radi-
cally different in molecular organi-
sation.

The Deccan Traps were formed 
by massive volcanic activities nearly 

65 million years ago and believed to 
be responsible for mass extinction 
on our planet.

What surprised the research 
team was the presence of the bac-
teria and archaea more than a 
kilometer below the solid igneous 
rocks - formed by solidification of 
lava or magma - without much of 
nutritional resources such as water 
or other materials to feed on, an IIT 
KGP statement said Monday

In 2014, Prof Pinaki Sar from the 
Department of Biotechnology at 
the IIT KGP initiated this research 
to study the geo-microbiological 
properties of these rocks which re-
mained disconnected from sun-lit 

surface environment rich in oxygen, 
water, organics and light to drive 
photo-synthesis.

Rock cores retrieved from three 
such exploratory boreholes were 
sampled for this geo-microbiolog-
ical investigation, the statement 
said.

The IIT KGP researchers suggest 
that the microbes may have moved 
down to the lower strata of the Earth 
through water flow through frac-
tures in rocks formed due to seismic 
activities, the statement said.

“We cannot confirm at the mo-
ment whether the organisms are 
still alive though we have been able 
to make the endolithic (an organ-

ism living between mineral grains 
of rock) cells grow in laboratory,” 
Sar said.

This is the first time that such 
deep life underneath the Earth’s 
surface have been explored from 
India and by an initiative led entirely 
by Indians, he said.

The Deccan volcanism started 
about 65 million years back and 
may have continued till 60 million 
years ago.

However, these volcanic ac-
tivities happened with several 
thousand years of time gap which 
might have allowed early micro-
organisms to occupy such extreme 
habitats.

NEWS IN BRIEF
CBI seeks sanction to prosecute P 
Chidambaram in INX Media case
New Delhi, Jan. 21 (PTI): The CBI has sought the sanc-
tion of the central government to prosecute former 
Finance Minister P Chidambaram in the INX Media 
case, officials said Monday. The CBI had registered an 
FIR on May 15, 2017 against alleged irregularities in the 
Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) clearance 
to INX Media for receiving overseas funds to the tune of 
Rs 305 crore in 2007 when Chidambaram was finance 
minister. Chidambaram’s son Karti Chidambaram was 
arrested in the matter for allegedly receiving funds to the 
tune of INR 10 lakh. 

Cong. suspends MLA over resort brawl
Bengaluru, Jan. 21 (PTI):  Congress in Karnataka Monday 
suspended its MLA J N Ganesh who allegedly hit his law-
maker colleague Anand Singh during an alleged brawl at 
private resort here on Saturday night. As serious allega-
tions have been made with regards to the incident, on the 
orders of KPCC President Dinesh Gundu Rao, MLA J N 
Ganesh has been suspended with immediate effect, pend-
ing inq.uiry (RPT pending inquiry) , the Pradesh Congress 
said in a release here. In order to conduct detailed inquiry 
about the incident a special inquiry committee commit-
tee had been constituted under the leadership of Deputy 
Chief Minister G Parameshwara. 

Karnataka’s 111-year-old seer dead 
Tumakuru (Karnataka), Jan. 21 (IANS):  Karnataka’s 
111-year-old revered seer, Shivakumara Swami of 
Siddaganga Mutt here, the most influential leader of the 
Lingayat community, died early on Monday following 
protracted illness. Thousands of grieving followers gath-
ered at his hermitage where he was shifted to on January 
16 on his own request although he had not fully recovered 
in the hospital. He miraculously recovered but breathed 
his last on Monday morning. As news of his death spread, 
many men and women broke down outside his ashram.  

States, UTs asked not to use plastic 
for LS poll preparations
New Delhi, Jan. 21 (PTI): Ahead of the 2019 parliamen-
tary elections, the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) has asked all states and union 
territories (UTs) not to use single-use plastic for poll prep-
arations and to encourage use of alternative materials for 
election campaign. The ministry also laid down standard 
guidelines to be adopted for minimising production and 
use of single-use plastic. C K Mishra, Secretary, MoEFCC, 
has written to all the states and UTs reiterating that single-
use plastics need to be completely phased out from the 
country by 2020 so they should switch to alternate options 
for election campaign.

agencies napping.
Before the fraud explod-

ed in the public domain, 
the PNB had already lodged 
complaints with the En-
forcement Director (ED) 
and the CBI in Mumbai 
seeking their help.

As per the PNB’s admis-
sion, a total of more than 
1,200 LoUs were issued to 
Choksi, Modi and their rela-
tives and group companies 
with the CBI chargesheet in 
Mumbai naming them plus 
other employees, top PNB 
officials and executives.

The ED and CBI cracked 
the whip with raids on the 
homes, offices, factories of 
all the accused in Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat and other 
locations in the country, 
issued Look Out Notices, 
InterPol Red Corner Notices, 
suspended the passports 
of many of the accused, 
attached their residential 
business properties, and 
initiated other measures to 
pressurise and make them 
return to face the Indian 
laws. 

In the latest initiative, 
last weekend, the govern-
ment dismissed two PNB 
executive directors K.V. 
Brahmaji Rao and Sanjiv 
Sharan for alleged failure 
to exercise proper control 
over the bank’s functioning, 
procedural lapses by ignor-
ing Reserve Bank Of India’s 
advisory to link Society for 
Worldwide Interbank Fi-
nancial Telecommunica-
tion (SWIFT) with the Core 
Banking Solutions (CBS) 
systems of the bank.

In August 2018, the Cen-

tre had sacked Allahabad 
Bank’s Managing Director 
and CEO Usha Anantha-
subramanian in connec-
tion with the Choksi-Modi 
frauds when she was serving 
as the latter’s (PNB’) MD-
cum-CEO.
Choksi will be brought back 
to India  — Rajnath
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh Monday asserted that 
absconding diamantaire 
Mehul Choksi will not be 
spared and will be brought 
back to India to face the law.

Singh, who laid the 
foundation stone for a Ken-
driya Vidyalaya at a CISF 
camp here, said this in re-
sponse to a question about 
Choksi surrendering his 
Indian passport to the High 
Commission in Guyana. 

The diamond jeweller 
had taken citizenship of 
Antigua and Barbuda after 
his name cropped up in 
the USD 2 billion fraud at 
a Mumbai-based branch 
of the PNB along with his 
nephew and businessman 
Nirav Modi.

“We have brought the 
Fugitive Economic Offend-
ers Act and there is a process 
under that law (to check 
fraud cases). He (Choksi) 
will be brought to India for 
sure. No one will be spared. 
Action will be taken against 
everyone,” the minister said 
on the sidelines of the event.

Government sources 
said India continues to pur-
sue Choksi’s return with 
the government of Antigua 
through diplomatic and 
legal channels.
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London, Jan. 17 (IANS): British 
Prime Minister Theresa May on 
Thursday called on MPs to “put 
self-interest aside” and “work con-
structively together” to find a way 
forward for Brexit, following her 
slim victory in a no-confidence 

vote.
A day after overwhelmingly 

rejecting her Brexit deal, rebel 
Conservatives and Democratic 
Unionist party (DUP) MPs on 
Wednesday night swung behind 
May to defeat Labour’s motion of 

no confidence by 325 votes to 306 
-- a majority of 19.

On Tuesday night, MPs voted 
against May’s plans for Brexit by 
a historic margin when it was 
rejected by 230 votes - the largest 
defeat for a sitting government in 
history, the BBC reported.

In a statement in Downing 
Street shortly after midnight on 
Thursday morning, May said: “It 
will not be an easy task, but MPs 
know they have a duty to act in 
the national interest, reach a con-
sensus and get this (Brexit) done.” 

The Prime Minister said she 
wanted to approach the discus-
sions in a “constructive spirit”.

May is expected to hold meet-
ings with both Conservative Brex-
iteers and the DUP on Thursday.

The Liberal Democrats, the 
Scottish National Party and Plaid 
Cymru all spoke with Theresa May 
on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, opposition La-
bour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn 
has said that before any “positive 
discussions” can take place, the 
prime minister should rule out a 
no-deal Brexit.

Corbyn is now likely to come 
under pressure from party activ-
ists to move towards supporting a 
second referendum. 

A group of more than 70 La-
bour MPs announced on Wednes-
day morning that they were back-
ing the call for a “people’s vote”.

MPs on both the Remain and 
the Leave wings of the party have 
warned May that she needs to 
make major changes to the deal 
if she is to get it through the Com-
mons.

But there remains deep divi-
sion among May’s own MPs - in-
cluding within her cabinet - about 
possible compromises, such as 
the option of staying in a customs 
union.

Britain is due to leave the Eu-
ropean Union on March 29.

London, Jan. 17 (IANS): The 
UK Parliament will vote on 
Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
“Plan B” for Brexit on January 
29, the Leader of House of 
Commons said on Thursday.

Andrea Leadsom told law-
makers that the Prime Minister 
would put forward a motion 
and make a statement to the 
lower chamber on what her 
next steps would be on Janu-
ary 21, Efe news reported. “A 
full day’s debate on the motion 
will take place on January 29, 
subject to the agreement of 
the house,” she told the Parlia-
ment.

Leadsom spoke as May 
met with lawmakers and op-
position leaders for cross-party 
consultations, urging them to 
“put self-interest aside” and 
“work constructively together” 
to find a way forward for Brexit, 
following her slim victory in a 
no-confidence vote. On Tues-
day night, MPs voted against 
May’s plans for Brexit by a his-
toric margin: 432 votes against 
to 202 in favour -- the largest 
defeat for a sitting government 
in history.

May is currently trying to 
resolve a political deadlock set 
up by her antagonists, both 
from the hard-Brexit and anti-
Leave camps.

One of the demands is that 
May should rule out any pos-
sibility that the UK might crash 
out of the European Union 
(EU) in March without any deal 
in place.

Britain is due to leave the 
EU on March 29.

In a statement in Downing 
Street shortly after midnight on 
Thursday morning, May had 
said: “It will not be an easy task, 
but MPs know they have a duty 
to act in the national interest, 
reach a consensus and get this 
(Brexit) done.” 

The Prime Minister said 
she wanted to approach the 
discussions in a “constructive 
spirit”.

May is expected to hold 
meetings with both Conserva-
tive Brexiteers and the DUP on 
Thursday.

May has scheduled meet-
ings with Scottish nationalists, 
Welsh nationalists and pro-EU 
Liberal Democrats.

The Liberal Democrats, the 
Scottish National Party and 
Plaid Cymru all spoke with 
Theresa May on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, opposition La-
bour Party leader Jeremy Cor-
byn said: “Last night’s offer of 
talks with party leaders turned 
out to be simply a stunt, not the 
serious attempt to engage with 
the new reality that is needed.” 

“I say to the Prime Minister 
again - I am quite happy to 
talk but the starting point for 
any talks about Brexit must be 
that the threat of a disastrous 
no-deal outcome is ruled out, 
taken off the table, and we can 
talk about the future of the 
plans that we will put forward 
and the future relationship 
with Europe,” he added.

Tegucigalpa, Jan. 17 (IANS): The 
Honduran government has an-
nounced that they have detained 
354 migrants who wanted to 
leave the country and travel to 
the US in a caravan.

Honduran authorities have 
denied the departure of 126 
adults and 228 minors between 
Tuesday and Wednesday “for not 
carrying valid documents”, Efe 
news quoted the Task Force on 
Migrant Assistance as saying on 
Wednesday.

All were detained in Agua 
Caliente and El Florido, both bor-
der crossings between Honduras 
and Guatemala.

Many of the children trav-
elled alone and others “did not 
carry the parental authorization 
signed by one of their parents, 
an unavoidable requirement to 
cross the border”, according to 
official information.

The Permanent Contingency 
Commission (COPECO) and the 
Task Force on Migrant Assistance 
continue to “guard” at border 
points with Guatemala to “en-
sure the personal integrity of the 
Honduran people who under-
take the trip to the United States 
in an irregular mobilization of 
migrants”, the statement added.

The caravan, which was 
started via social networks, be-
gan its journey on Monday de-
spite calls by various sectors 
to avoid migrating in this way 
because of the risks involved.

More than 700 Hondurans of 
the caravan have already crossed 
into Guatemalan territory, while 
hundreds more are waiting to 
cross the Agua Caliente border, 
according to Efe.

The statement highlighted 
that 138 Hondurans, including 
69 minors, have returned to 
their country “safely and volun-
tarily” from Guatemala to Agua 
Caliente.

The civil protection agency 
and the Task Force on Migrant 
Assistance indicated that they 
will expand “their presence” 
at the border to Guatemala, in 
order to “ensure the lives of the 
most vulnerable people” who 
quit the journey and wish to re-
turn to their country. 

Thousands of Central Ameri-
can migrants started a caravan in 
October 2018 and 11 of them, all 
Hondurans, died in their attempt 
to reach the US, whilst more than 
7,000 returned to their country 
frustrated, according to official 
figures.

Nairobi, Jan. 17 (IANS): Nine people 
have been arrested in Kenya follow-
ing an attack on a luxury hotel com-
pound in the capital Nairobi that left 
at least 21 dead.

All five militants who stormed the 
DusitD2 hotel and business complex 
on Tuesday have been killed, officials 
said, and a major hunt was under 
way to find those who helped organ-
ise it, the BBC reported.

Somalia-based Islamist group 
al-Shabab has said it was behind the 
attack.

Kenya’s Red Cross said everyone 
who was missing has now been ac-
counted for.

The Kenyan media reported that 
the wife of one of the suspected at-
tackers, Ali Salim Gichunge, was ar-
rested in Kiambu county, just north 
of Nairobi.

The police also said that they had 
identified Gichunge, also known as 
Farouk, through the car used in the 
attack.

Neighbours told The Standard 
newspaper that he and his wife had 
moved in to their home in October. 
The couple were secretive, they said, 
and had put the contents of their 
home up for sale before the attack, 
saying they were “moving out of Nai-
robi this week”.

“We wish to inform that six other 
bodies were found at the scene and 
one police officer succumbed to his 
injuries,” Inspector General of Police 
Joseph Boinnet had told the media 
late on Wednesday. 

Twenty-eight people were admit-
ted to hospitals and “five terrorists 
were eliminated”, Efe news quoted 
Boinnet as saying.

The victims comprise 16 Ken-
yans, one Briton, one American, and 
three people of African descent who 
have not yet been identified, said 
Boinnet.

The Kenyan Red Cross has said 
that their psychosocial teams had 
reached out to 341 people with more 
expected to receive counselling 
through a hotline and at Chiromo 
mortuary. 

The Somali jihadi group al-
Shabaab, which joined Al Qaeda’s in-
ternational network in 2012, claimed 
responsibility for the attack saying 
it was “a response” to US President 
Donald Trump’s controversial deci-
sion to recognise Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel.

Nairobi had not seen any such 
attack since September 2013, when 
in an operation similar to Tuesday’s, 
at least four al-Shabaab terrorists 
stormed the Westgate Mall not far 
from the 14 Riverside complex that 
is frequented by foreigners and 
Kenyans.

In the Westgate attack, 67 people 
died during the four days the ter-
rorists remained holed up in the 
building. 

The worst terrorist attack in 
Kenya was the 1998 bombing at the 
US embassy in Nairobi which left 
more than 200 dead and thousands 
wounded.

Bogota, Jan. 17 (PTI/AP): At least five peo-
ple were killed and another 10 injured in a 
car bombing at a police academy in Colom-
bia’s capital on Thursday, authorities said.

The scene outside the General 
Santander police academy in southern 
Bogota was chaotic, with ambulances and 
helicopters rushing to the normally tightly 
controlled facility.

Witnesses said they heard a loud explo-
sion that destroyed windows in adjacent 
apartment buildings. Pictures on social me-
dia showed a charred vehicle surrounded 
by debris on the academy’s campus.

Bogota Mayor Enrique Penalosa said at 
least 5 people were killed and 10 injured.

President Ivan Duque, who was visiting 

a western state, was rushing back to the 
capital to oversee police operations.

For decades, residents of Bogota lived 
in fear of being caught in a bombing by 
leftist rebels or Pablo Escobar’s Medellin 
drug cartel. But as Colombia’s conflict has 
wound down, and the nation’s largest rebel 
group disarmed under a 2016 peace deal, 
security has improved and attacks have 
become less frequent.

While authorities had yet to suggest 
who was behind the attack, attention was 
focused on leftist rebels from the National 
Liberation Army, which has been stepping 
up attacks on police targets in Colombia 
amid a standoff with the conservative Du-
que over how to re-start stalled peace talks.

Islamabad, Jan. 17 (PTI): US 
special envoy to Afghanistan 
Zalmay Khalilzad Thursday 
held talks with Pakistan’s For-
eign Secretary here after ex-
tensive discussions in Kabul as 
part of his efforts to arrange the 
first-ever direct talks between 
the Taliban and the Afghan 
government.

Khalilzad has held three 
round of talks with the Afghan 
Taliban in order to reach a set-
tlement that would allow the 
US to withdraw its army and 
end a 17-year-old war Ameri-
ca’s longest.

This is Khalilzad’s fifth trip 
to the region. He would call on 
the Foreign Minister on Friday 
18 January.

The Foreign Office (FO) 
here said that Khalilzad held 
delegation level talks with For-
eign Secretary Tehmina Janjua 
in Islamabad on developments 
in the Afghan reconciliation 

process.
Ambassador Khalilzad was 

accompanied by an intera-
gency delegation representing 
Departments of Defence, State 
and National Security Council. 
Foreign Secretary Janjua was 
assisted by senior officials from 
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
and Defence, the FO said in a 
statement.

He briefed the Pakistan side 
on his recent engagements 
in the region and lauded Is-
lamabad’s efforts in facilitating 
direct talks between the Taliban 
and the US in Abu Dhabi last 
month, it said.

The Foreign Secretary reit-
erated Pakistan’s commitment 
to facilitate Afghan reconcili-
ation process to realise the 
shared goal of peace and stabil-
ity in the region. They agreed 
that taking the Afghan peace 
process forward remained a 
shared responsibility.

The both sides agreed that 
ultimately an intra-Afghan 
dialogue would be vital to agree 
upon the contours of a future 
Afghan polity where Afghani-
stan becomes a stable and 
prosperous country and at 
peace with its neighbours, the 
statement said.

Khalilad arrived in Pakistan 
after extensive talks in Kabul 
as part of his efforts to arrange 
first ever direct talks between 
the Taliban and the Afghan 
government, it said.

According to Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
office, Afghanistan’s President 
Ashraf Ghani thanked Prime 
Minister Khan for facilitating 
the ongoing efforts for recon-
ciliation in his country.

Ghani made a telephone 
call to Khan and discussed ef-
forts for peace in Afghanistan, 
said a statement issued by 
Khan’s office.

President Ghani expressed 
his “gratitude for Pakistan’s sin-
cere facilitation of these efforts” 
initiated by Khalilzad, it said.

President Ghani invited 
Khan to visit Afghanistan at his 
earliest convenience and the 
Prime Minister reciprocated by 
inviting Ghani to visit Pakistan.

Both leaders also agreed to 
remain engaged and create an 
environment for resolving all 
outstanding issues, it said.

According to US diplomatic 
officials in Pakistan, Khalilzad 
will be in Islamabad for one to 
four days. Khalilzad arrived in 
Pakistan two days later than 
expected.

Khalilzad is expected to 
meet Pakistan’s civilian and 
military leaders during his stay 
and that he will ask Pakistan 
to help convince the Afghan 
Taliban to come back to the 
negotiation table, said Pakistan 
Foreign Office Spokesperson 

Muhammad Faisal.
“Pakistan has also main-

tained we want an Afghan-led 
Afghan-owned solution to im-
broglio,” Faisal said.

The envoy’s four-nation 
trip is expected to end on Janu-
ary 21.

Khalilzad will be accom-
panied by Deputy Assistant to 
the US president Lisa Curtis, 
who is considered as an expert 
on Afghan affairs, diplomatic 
sources said.

The US State Department 
said last week that Khalilzad 
was visiting India, China, Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan from 
January 8 to seek the settlement 
of the Afghan problem.

He has already visited In-
dia and met External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj on 
January 10.

The US official was in Bei-
jing this weekend and held 
talks with senior Chinese of-

ficials.
The Afghan peace initiative 

has been moving at a snail’s 
pace due to refusal of the Tali-
ban to sit for talks with the 
Afghan government officials.

According to officials, the 
US delegation will seek Paki-
stan’s assistance for arranging 
talks between Kabul and Tali-
ban to end more than 17-year-
old conflict.

Pakistan has been playing a 
crucial role in the process and 
last year released senior Taliban 
leader Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar from imprisonment, 
who is reportedly in Qatar.

Baradar was deputy to the 
late Taliban supreme leader 
Mullah Muhammad Omar. He 
was arrested from Karachi in 
a joint Pakistan-US operation 
after reports that he was inde-
pendently trying to conclude a 
deal with Afghan government.

India has been a key 

stakeholder in the peace and 
reconciliation process in Af-
ghanistan. It sent two former 
diplomats in “non official” 
capacity to a conference on Af-
ghan peace process in Moscow 
in November which was at-
tended by a high-level Taliban 
delegation.

The conference organised 
by Russia was attended by 
representatives of Afghanistan 
as well as from several other 
countries including the US, 
Pakistan and China.

India has been maintaining 
a policy of not engaging with 
the Taliban and pressing for an 
Afghan-owned and Afghan-led 
peace initiative to bring peace 
and stability in the war-ravaged 
country. 

Khalilzad visited Pakistan in 
October before flying to Doha, 
Qatar where he reportedly held 
talks with the Taliban repre-
sentatives.

Beijing, Jan. 17 (PTI): Chi-
na’s Vice Premier and top 
trade negotiator Liu He will 
travel to the US on January 
30-31 to hold crucial high-
level talks as the world’s 
two largest economies are 
holding negotiations to 
resolve their bitter trade 
dispute ahead of a March 2 
deadline.

Liu’s scheduled visit 
follows lower-level nego-
tiations held in Beijing last 
week aimed at resolving 
the trade war that last year 
saw the two sides imposing 
tariffs on more than USD 
300 billion in total two-way 
trade.

China’s Commerce 
Ministry Spokesman Gao 
Feng said Vice Premier Liu 
will travel to the US on Jan-
uary 30-31 at the invitation 
of US Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and trade 
negotiator Wright Heze.

“He will hold consulta-
tions with the US on eco-
nomic and trade issues 
between the two countries 
and jointly promote the 
implementation of the im-
portant consensus of the 
two heads of state,” Gao 
said.

He is expected to hold 
talks with US trade repre-
sentative Robert Lighthizer 
and review the recent of-
ficial level talks on a host of 
issues to work out an agree-
ment to end the trade war.

Both sides expressed 
optimism after three-day 
talks held here in the sec-
ond week this month. The 
two-day talks prolonged 
by a day raising hopes of 
a deal.

US President Donald 
Trump has been press-

ing China to bring down 
the USD 375 billion trade 
deficit in the bilateral trade, 
which he attributes to un-
fair trade practices by Bei-
jing.

Officials say talks are 
expected to deliver specific 
commitments on Trump’s 
demand that China expand 
market access for the US in 
China, improve protection 
of intellectual property 
rights (IPR) and reduce the 
trade surplus with the US, 
but it would take time to 
reform state-owned firms 
another major source of 
friction. 

Trump, earlier said the 
trade talks with Beijing 
were going on “very well”.

Both countries last year 
had slapped tit-for-tat ad-
ditional tariffs on billions 
of dollars’ worth of each 
other’s exports.

Trump had earlier 
warned that if a deal is not 
reached by March 1, the 
end of the 90-day grace 
period, the US will increase 
the tariffs on the USD 200 
billions of goods from 10 
per cent to 25 per cent.

The escalating trade 
war raised concerns in Chi-
na as its economy was on 
the downward trend amid 
efforts by the government 
to rejig the export-depend-
ent economy to that of 
relying more on domestic 
consumption. 

Chinese economy grew 
at 6.5 per cent in the third 
quarter posting the slow-
est growth since 2009 as it 
grappled with the intensi-
fying trade war with US and 
the mounting local govern-
ments debt which rose to 
USD 2.58 trillion.

May pushes for cross-party consensus 
after surviving no-confidence vote
UK Parliament to vote on May’s 
Brexit ‘Plan B’ on Jan. 29

354 migrants prevented 
from leaving Honduras 
with US-bound caravan

Nine arrested in Kenya hotel attack Mayor says five killed in car 
bombing in Colombian capital

US envoy to Afghanistan holds talks with Pak Foreign Secretary

Chinese vice premier to 
visit US on Jan. 30-31 for 
talks to end trade war

AP/PTI

In this image provided by military personnel, emergency personnel respond to the scene of a deadly car 
bombing at a police academy on Thursday, Jan. 17, 2019, in Bogota, Colombia. 

AP/PTI

Other ministers look on as Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May speaks during a de-
bate before a no-confidence vote on Theresa May raised by opposition Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn, in the House of Commons, London, Wednesday Jan. 16, 2019.  
In a historic defeat for the government Tuesday, Britain’s Parliament discarded May’s 
Brexit deal to split from the European Union, and May now faces a parliamentary 
vote of no-confidence Wednesday.



Ariana Grande accused of  
plagiarism

Rappers Soulja Boy and 2 Chainz have              
called out 
singer Ari-

ana Grande for 
allegedly copying 
their work for 
her latest track 
“7 Rings”. Ear-
lier this month, 
Grande was also 
accused of steal-
ing lyrics by rap-
per Princess Nokia for the same song, reports foxnews.
com. Soulja Boy alleged that Grande stole from his 
song “Pretty boy swag”. He replied to a tweet in which 
Grande thanked her friends who were featured in the 
“7 Rings” video, writing, “Give me my credit. Period.” 
He later followed up with the message: “You’re a thief.” 
Soulja Boy has previously accused rapper Drake of 
stealing his musical style. (IANS)

I was awkward when I first met 
Madonna — Shania Twain

Country 
music star 
Shania 

Twain says she 
was “awkward” 
when she first met 
singer Madonna.

On “Today” 
show, Twain spoke 
about her introvert 
nature and recalled 
her first meeting with 
Madonna, reports fe-
malefirst.co.uk. “I was 

awkward with Madonna when 
I first met her. I under- stand why it happens 
(when people get starstruck around me).  “I’m sympa-
thetic and empathetic about how they are feeling in 
that moment because I do the same thing.” She also 
admitted that she “gets uncomfortable” when she is 
surrounded by a lot of stars. “I’m not very good with 
stars. I get really uncomfortable, I don’t know what to 
say. I am very shy actually. I just feel like I’m invading 
their space by being with them,” added Twain. (IANS)

Martin Freeman wanted to be a 
sportsperson

Actor Martin Freeman 
says he had a dream of 
becoming a sportsper-

son in life. In an interview 
to theguardian.com, 
Freeman, popular for 
his role as Dr. Watson 
in “Sherlock”, added 
that sports always 
attracted him. “I 
wanted to be 
a footballer 
and then a 
squash player 
-- I was in with a 
chance because I was very good. 
But I fell out of love with that by 14 or 15 and 
joined a youth theatre.” Freeman also spoke about 
his favourtie books and hobbies. He said that “Animal 
Farm”, the political novel by George Orwell, helped 
him a lot in life. “’Animal Farm’. I was 11 and it was the 
best book that I had read. It shaped a lot of my future 
world view,” Freeman added. (IANS)
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Anil Kapoor says he was destined to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi and feels “honoured 
and privileged” to have met him. The 62-year-old actor, who met the prime minister recently, 
said he has been trying to meet him since he was Gujarat chief minister.  “It was wonderful 
meeting him. I had been wanting to meet him since he was the chief minister of Gujarat but it 
never happened. “There are certain meetings which are destined. So, I was fortunate and had 
the privilege and honour to meet him. It was very inspirational. I have never seen someone work-
ing so hard,” Anil told reporters. When asked if he would like to see Modi as the PM again, Anil 
said, “That’s for all of us (to decide), we will see. This is not a political platform.” He was speaking 
at the trailer launch of “Total Dhamaal”. Directed by Indra Kumar, the film features Ajay Devgn, 
Madhuri Dixit Nene, Arshad Warsi, Riteish Deshmukh, Johnny Lever, Boman Irani, Sanjay Mishra 
among others. (PTI)

Anil Kapoor on meeting PM Modi: It was inspirational

Have been harassed 
by actors on sets, 
says Kangana Ranaut

Sightings Guillermo del Toro backs 
campaign to save horror bookstore

I am afraid of controversy, 
want to stay away from it 
— Nawazuddin Siddiqui

Lars Ulrich left “stunned” by 
Miley Cyrus’ Chris Cornell tribute

Lady Gaga calls out 
Trump for govt. shutdown

K
angana Ranaut says 
she was harassed 
several times by ac-
tors on film sets and 
while it wouldn’t 

fall under #MeToo as it wasn’t 
sexual, the experience was 
daunting and humiliating.

The actor said harassment 
can happen on several levels 
and she has faced toxic behav-
iour from many people in her 
career.

“Harassment happens on 
many levels. So many times on 
sets, I wasn’t sexually harassed, 
but some people had ego is-
sues. I was harassed on many 
other fronts. It wouldn’t come 
under #MeToo but it was still 
harassment,” Kangana told 
PTI. 

The actor said the harass-
ment ranged from making her 
wait for long hours to dubbing 
her voice without her consent. 

Talking about her harrow-
ing experiences, Kangana said, 
“Making me wait on set for 
six hours, willingly giving me 
wrong call time to make me 
stand, always giving me the 

wrong set of dates so I’m miss-
ing out on opportunities and 
then cancelling the schedule 
last minute by these heroes. 

“Ganging up on me and 
not inviting me to film events, 
launching trailers without 
me and then someone else 
dubbed for me without even 
telling me, which is violating 
the basic right of taking per-
mission from an actor.” 

The “Queen” star said 
because of the #MeToo move-
ment, which hit India last year, 
men in the industry are scared. 

“People are scared, obvi-
ously and they should be. Men 
are scared in the industry. This 
isn’t going to stop. This will 
continue till we really go into 
the root cause of it because 
essentially it’s a patriarchal 
society which is extremely 
chauvinistic. 

“We need to come to a 
point where they are scared. All 
the talks of ‘what if women lose 
work’ should stop. I believe 
there’s no life without dignity. 
You shouldn’t worry about rais-
ing your voice.” 

The actor had come out in 
support of the survivor when 
allegations of sexual harass-
ment were levelled against 
“Queen” director Vikas Bahl. 

Kangana, 31, said going 
forward strict rules and imme-
diate action policy should be 
implemented to make film sets 
safer for women. 

“On film sets there have to 
be strict rules and strict action 
should be taken. Things can’t 
be solved on a personal level 
or behind closed doors. Things 
should be taken to authority 
and immediate action is the 
need of the hour. 

“When anyone raises con-
cern, people director, producer 
or anyone need to solve it. We 
need to become more sensitive 
about these things,” she said. 

Kangana will be next seen 
in “Manikarnika: The Queen of 
Jhansi”. The much ambitious 
period-drama features her in 
the titular role and has been 
directed by Krish and Kangana. 
The film releases on January 
25.

PTI

D
irector Guillermo del 
Toro has backed a 
fundraising effort to 
help save a horror and 
fantasy bookstore called 

Dark Delicacies here.
On Friday, co-owner Del Howi-

son launched a GoFundMe cam-
paign to finance a relocation of the 
store, which is situated in Burbank 
and is a beloved fixture of the horror 
scene, reports ew.com.

“On December 3, 1994 my wife, 
Sue, and I opened Dark Delica-
cies, the original all-horror 
independent book and gift store 
in the United States,” Howison 
wrote on the GoFundMe page. 

“Located in Burbank, 
California, we soon became 
recognized as the ‘home of 
horror.’ We are known, not just 
locally, but around the world 
for our weekly signings and 
events where fans are able to 
mingle with their favourite 
writers, directors, 
actors, compos-
ers, among so 
many oth-
ers...

“Unfortunately, like so many oth-
er places, the landscape in Burbank 
is changing. Rents have skyrocketed, 
and many of the unique stores that 
put the area on the map have been 
forced to move or close their doors 
altogether... With our lease up in 
May, Sue and I thought it was the end 
of our brick and mortar store. 

Howison said that 
he was “heart-

broken”.
“We 

re-

signed ourselves to the fact that we 
would be forced to close, just shy of 
our 25th anniversary. We were heart-
broken. Then, a storefront around 
the corner became available. A possi-
ble new location, coupled with all the 
people who wrote and stopped by 
asking us to stay in business, made 
Sue and I realize we weren’t ready to 
go quietly into the night.

“Our escalating rent over the 
last few years created an enormous 
financial strain. Some days we were 
just happy to be able to keep our 
lights on. Moves are expensive and 
this one is no exception. So, we are 
asking for a little help in making a 
resurrection possible.

Anything you can give to help 
keep the crypt open will be greatly 
appreciated. We know times are 
tough, so if you can’t, don’t sweat it. 
Promise to still venture on in. After 
all you’re ‘one of us’.”

The “The Shape of Water” film-
maker re-tweeted the fundraising 
page. 

“Horror lovers- help Dark 
Delicacies! Please retweet and 

support!”
The campaign has also 

been backed by direc-
tor Joe Lynch, author 

Heather Wixson, 
and actress Bar-
bara Crampton.

IANS

N
awazuddin 
Siddiqui says 
he wants to 
stay away 
from con-

troversies as they shift the 
focus of the audience from 
his work to personal life. 

The actor, who became 
a popular name post 
the success of 2012 film 
“Gangs of Wasseypur”, got 
embroiled in a controversy 
in 2017 after the release 
of his autobiography “An 
Ordinary Life”.

In his memoir, co-writ-
ten by Rituparna Chatter-
jee, Nawazuddin detailed 
his relationships and flings 
with former Miss India 
Niharika Singh and actor 
Sunita Rajwar allegedly 
without their consent. 

The actor later 
withdrew the book and 
apologised for hurting 
the sentiments of women 
whose name he had men-
tioned in the memoir.

“I am just the same 
person. I am an actor and 
I just want to work. I just 
want to act. I don’t want 
to talk about anyone and 

what is happening in my 
personal life. I don’t want 
people to focus on that. I 
am known and have be-
come popular due to my 
work and so I just want to 
concentrate on my work,” 
Nawazuddin told PTI. 

There were also allega-
tions against him that he 
hired a private detective to 
spy on his wife.

“I do not feel bad. I 
just feel why focus on 
someone’s personal life. 
Celebrities are also human 
being. Everyone criticises 
celebrities for every little 
thing and that should not 
happen. They are normal 
human beings,” he added. 

When asked to remark 
upon the #MeToo allega-
tions against filmmaker 
Rajkumar Hirani, Nawa-
zuddin maintained a no 
comment stance. 

“I just don’t want to 
talk about it. Why unnec-
essary create it all again,” 
he said. The 44-year-old 
actor said he is afraid of 
controversies and wants to 
concentrate on his work. 

PTI

L
ast week at The 
Forum in Los 
Angeles, stars 
from across the 
music world 

united at a tribute concert 
for late Soundgarden and 
Audioslave great, Chris 
Cornell.

The show was hosted 
by US TV star Jimmy Kim-
mel, while members of 

Soundgarden, Audioslave, 
Temple Of The Dog, Foo 
Fighters, Metallica, Pearl 
Jam, Jane’s Addiction, 
Melvins, Queens Of The 
Stone Age, Black Sabbath 
and more took to the 
stage to pay tribute to the 
vocalist.

Also among the names 
was Miley Cyrus, who gar-
nered praise from across 

the internet for her take on 
Cornell’s Two Drink Mini-
mum and Temple Of The 
Dog’s Say Hello 2 Heaven – 
and one fan was Metallica 
drummer Lars Ulrich, who 
praised the singer for her 
performance of the latter.

Ulrich posted a 
picture of himself with 
Cyrus backstage at the 
show, saying: “Miley, still 
stunned by your next 
level version of Say Hello 2 
Heaven for Chris! Beyond 
inspiring.”

Following her per-
formance, Cyrus told the 
crowd: “I wanted to sing 
this song tonight. We love 
you, Chris. Thank you for 
brining us all together 
like you always have. It’s a 
fucking honour.”

The concert raised 
more than $1 million, 
with the cash going to 
the EBMRF (The Epider-
molysis Bullosa Medical 
Research Foundation).

Late last year, a career-
spanning collection of 
Cornell’s work was re-
leased, along with a video 
for the track When Bad 
Does Good featuring the 
vocalist’s son Christopher.

Loudersound

S
inger Lady Gaga has slammed US 
President Donald Trump for the on-
going government shutdown.

During her show here, Gaga took 
out a moment to criticise Trump and 

urged him to put the government back in busi-
ness, reports variety.com.

“And that the f****ng president of the 
United States could please put our government 
back in business. There are people who live 
paycheck to paycheck and need their money.”

The “A Star is Born” actor then called out 
Vice President Mike Pence, whose wife Karen 
is under fire for accepting a job at a school that 
excludes the LGBTQ community.

She said: “And to Pence, who thinks it’s 
acceptable that his wife work at a school 
that bans LGBTQ, you are wrong. You say we 
should not discriminate against Christianity; 
you are the worst representation of what it 
means to be a Christian. 

“I am a Christian woman and what I do 
know about Christianity is that we bear no 
prejudice and everybody is welcome. So you 
can take all that disgrace Mr. Pence and you 
can look yourself in the mirror and you’ll find 
it right there.” The government closed on 
December 22, 2018 after Trump was refused 
funding for a southern border wall.

IANS
5 pm: Glass (Eng)

2.30 pm 8 pm: The 
Little Boy (hindi)

12 pm: Uri (Hindi)
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Sakshi Malik 

Kurtis Patterson 

The Assam Rifles team posing with the runners-up trophy of the All India Police Archery championship at 
Ranchi.

AP/PTI

FC Barcelona’s Luis Suarez, left, kicks the ball during the Spanish La Liga soccer match against Leganes at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain 
on Sun. Jan. 20.

PTI

Chief National Badminton coach P Gopichand during a launch of IDBI 
Federal Life Insurance, in Mumbai on Mon. Jan. 21. 

Dembele sparkles but Messi 
needed off bench to rescue Barca

Sakshi aims to silence critics

Gopichand hopes India will get 
badminton gold at Tokyo Games

Assam Rifles emerges runners-up 
in All India Police Archery C’ship

Kohli is the best one-day player, quite easily — Taylor

Australia call up in-form 
Patterson for Sri Lanka Tests
Sydney, Jan. 21 (AFP): In-
form Kurtis Patterson was 
added to Australia’s squad 
on Monday for the upcom-
ing Tests against Sri Lanka 
as selectors try to fix a bat-
ting line-up that failed to 
fire during the home Tests 
against India.

The 25-year-old New 
South Wales batsman 
scored back-to-back cen-
turies for a Cricket Australia 
XI in Hobart last week.

National selector Trev-
or Hohns said Patterson 
had been “pushing his 
case for selection for some 
time”.

“We have been asking 
batters around the country 
to score hundreds if they 
want to be considered for 
selection,” Hohns added in 
a statement.

“Given Kurtis’ consis-
tent performances for NSW 
and his two unbeaten cen-
turies in last week’s tour 
match against our upcom-
ing opponent, Sri Lanka, 
we believe he deserves to 

Napier, Jan. 21 (IANS): 
Ahead of the five-ODI rub-
ber against India, starting 
here Wednesday, former 
New Zealand skipper Ross 
Taylor on Monday praised 
touring captain Virat Kohli 
as the best ‘one-day player’ 
while cautioning his side 
against solely focussing 
on the leader as the men-
in-blue have many more 
match winners.

While Kohli has enjoyed 
a purple patch in the 50-
over format in recent years, 
the Indian opening duo of 
Rohit Sharma and Shikhar 
Dhawan has also been re-
sponsible for giving the 
side a great start on most 
occasions, while the middle 
order led by former skipper 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
has displayed their prow-
ess while chasing big totals 
in the just-concluded ODI 
series against Australia.

Taylor, New Zealand’s 
second most prolific run-
scorer of all time behind 
only Stephen Fleming, 
pointed out that focus-
sing solely on Kohli may 
backfire.

“He’s a sensational 
player, the best one-day 
player going around, quite 
easily,” Taylor told stuff.
co.nz, as quoted by the ICC 
website. 

“It’s easy to get caught 
up in him. (But) you’ve got 
two pretty good openers at 
the top, Sharma and Dha-
wan, before he gets in.”

Like Kohli, Taylor too 
has been in stellar form, 
particularly in ODIs. He 
finished 2018 as New Zea-
land’s most prolific run-
scorer before starting the 
new year with 281 runs 
from three matches against 
Sri Lanka.

“I’ve played a few inter-

Dimapur, Jan. 21 (EMN): The Assam Rifles 
emerged as runners-up in the 7th All India 
Police Archery Championship that was 
held at Ranchi, Jharkhand from Jan. 15 to 
19th. A total of 22 teams from the Central 
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and State Po-
lice Forces participated in the competition, 
stated an update received here on Monday.

The Assam Rifles archery team com-
prising of 12 men and six women took 
part in the Indian, recurve and compound 
events. The team secured overall second 
position and received trophy for runners-
up in men’s and second runners-up in 
women’s category.

A total of eight gold, four silver, and 
three bronze medals were won by the ar-
chers. This is the first time that Assam Rifles 
achieved a podium finish in this event and 

narrowly missed the winner’s trophy even 
though they had the same tally in gold and 
silver medals as the winner team (BSF). 
The men’s team won gold medal and the 
mixed team of RfnZhokhoto Demo and 
MahilaRfn SP Lidiya won silver medal, both 
in the Indian round.

Apart from the medals won by the ar-
chers in the team event individual medals 
were also won wherein Rfn G Robert Singh 
won individual two gold, one Silver, and 
one bronze in Ccompound round. Rfn 
Demo won individual two gold, one silver 
and one bronze in Indian round, Rfn N 
Subhachandra Meetei won an individual 
silver in recurve round; Rfn P Heroba Singh 
won one bronze in Indian round and Ma-
hila Rfn Lidiya won three gold in Indian 
round.

Mumbai, Jan. 21 (PTI): Say-
ing that “every year has 
been better than the pre-
vious one”,chief national 
badminton coach Pullela 
Gopichand is hopeful that 
India would clinch its first 
ever gold medal in the dis-
cipline at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics.

“Well, I think every 
year, in the last few years, 
has been better than the 
previous one.

“In 2008 (Beijing Olym-
pics) -- the quarterfinal re-
sults was the biggest result, 
in 2012 (London Olym-
pics) we had the first-ever 
bronze (Saina Nehwal), in 
2016 (Rio Olympics) we 
had the first-ever silver (P 
V Sindhu) and, hopefully, 
2020 (Tokyo Olympics) 
we will have the first-ever 
gold,” Gopichand said here 
Monday.

The former All Eng-
land champion was speak-
ing after felicitating the 
seven winners of the IDBI 
Federal Quest for Excel-
lence #Young Champ pro-
gramme who will undergo 
training at the his academy 
in Hyderabad.

Gopichand said earlier 

Barcelona, Jan. 21 (Re-
uters): Lionel Messi came 
off the bench to inspire 
Barcelona to a 3-1 win over 
a dogged Leganes side on 
Sunday, creating one goal 
and scoring another to keep 
the Catalans five points 
clear at the top of La Liga.

Messi, left out of the 
starting line-up for only the 
second time this season 
when fit, was called on in 
the 64th minute with the 
game poised at 1-1 after 
Leganes forward Martin 
Braithwaite had cancelled 
out Ousmane Dembele’s 
first-half opener with a 
57th-minute strike.

The Argentine quickly 
provided the spark Barca 
needed by firing a venom-
ous shot from the outside 
the area which was too 
powerful for goalkeeper 
Ivan Cuellar to hold, and 
Luis Suarez pounced 
to stab home on the 
rebound in the 71st 
minute.

The goal  was 
awarded after  a 
lengthy video assis-
tant referee (VAR) 
review, with Leganes furi-
ously claiming that Suarez 
had fouled Cuellar, who 
needed treatment on the 
pitch after being struck by 

the foot of the Uruguayan 
striker.

Messi made sure of the 
victory in stoppage-time, 
sweeping across the area 
and hammering the ball 
past a helpless Cuellar for 

his 18th goal of the sea-
son in La Liga, taking 

leaders Barca on to 
46 points, five clear 
of nearest challeng-
ers Atletico Madrid, 
after 20 games.

“We played well, 
Leganes could do noth-

ing in attack but we were 
just lacking precision in the 
final pass. They then scored 
out of nothing, but Leo 

came on and did what we 
know he can do,” said Barca 
midfielder Sergio Busquets.

Worrying scenes
There were worrying scenes 
for Barca when France for-
ward Dembele was forced 
off injured midway through 
the second half after writh-
ing on the floor in pain. The 
club later confirmed he had 
sprained his ankle.

Dembele has shaken 
off previous criticism over 
lapses in discipline to be-
come one of Barca’s most 
productive players in recent 
weeks.

With Messi resting on 
the bench in the first half, 

Dembele was the team’s 
focal point in attack, fre-
quently finding holes in 
the Leganes defence with 
thrilling bursts of pace and 
wild dribbles.

He put Barca in front 
shortly after the half-hour 
mark with a first-time shot 
in off the post, receiving a 
cut-back from Jordi Alba.

Dembele later com-
b i n e d  w i t h  P h i l i p p e 
Coutinho which should 
have led to the Brazilian 
doubling Barca’s lead, but 
the club’s record signing 
fired just wide.

“Dembele has been 
in fantastic form recently 
after the controversy, he 
gives us speed, unpredict-
ability and goals,” added 
Busquets on the French-
man’s transformation.

“He was unlucky with 
the injury, we hope it’s 
nothing.”

Leganes, who stunned 
Barca by coming from be-
hind to beat the champi-
ons 2-1 at home back in 
September, also refused to 
give in after conceding the 
opener and after limiting 
Barca’s attempts to stretch 
their lead, they drew level.

Danish forward Braith-
waite slid in to meet a 
perfectly- weighted cross 
from Youssef En Nesyri 
and knock the ball into the 
net from close range for a 
second goal in four days 
after scoring against Real 
Madrid in the Copa del Rey.

Dembele narrowly 
fired wide, so Barca coach 
Ernesto Valverde turned to 
Messi to see Leganes off, 
and the club’s all-time top 
scorer duly delivered.

New Delhi, Jan. 21 (IANS): 
After her first win over Nav-
jot Kaur in the Pro Wrestling 
League Season 4 on Friday, 
Rio Olympic bronze med-
allist Sakshi Malik is look-
ing to silence her critics 
through her performances 
in every competition she 
takes features in from here 
onwards.

“The last few bouts 
where I had to face defeat 
were very close affairs. Ev-
ery time, it was just a matter 
of few seconds here and 
there. If I could have man-
aged to hold on for a few 
seconds longer, the end 
results could have been 
different,” Sakshi told IANS.

Competing in her first 
Asian Games in Jakarta last 
year, Sakshi lost her bronze 

medal bout to South Korea’s 
Hang Jungwon. At the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth 
Games, she was expected 
to do much better than the 
bronze she won there.

PWL has  played a 
big role in the growth of 
Sakshi’s career and the 
Olympian is determined to 
prove a point in the tourna-
ment this season as well.

“From Season 1 on-
wards, PWL has given me 
the opportunity to wrestle 
against top foreign wres-
tlers and that has helped 
me a lot in all major events 
in my career.

Earlier, we got to fight 
with foreign wrestlers only 
when we went abroad but 
since PWL has happened 
we have not only got op-

portunities to wrestle with 
them but also train with 
them,” she said.

“I lost to world cham-
pion Oksana Herhel of 
Ukraine twice that season, 
but I learnt a lot from those 
defeats which stood me in 
good stead during the Rio 
Olympics.”

While talking about her 
bout against Geeta Phogat 
in Season 1, Sakshi said 
that she was highly inexpe-
rience compared to Geeta. 
But, she was determined to 
turn the tables on her in the 
PWL after going down to 
Geeta in the World Cham-
pionships trials before that.

“Geeta is a medallist at 
the World Championships 
and though I was inexpe-
rienced, I was determined 
to defeat her. It took a lot 
of effort but I am glad I was 
successful in the end,” said 
Sakshi and added that her 
experience of wrestling 
against players like Geeta 
and Oksana have helped 
her tremendously in im-
proving her game.

Talking about  her 
chances at the Tokyo Olym-
pics next year, Sakshi said: 
“Winning another Olympic 
medal is my dream and 
I am completely focused 
on that.

But before that, there is 
the world championships 
where I have to perform 
well to qualify for the Tokyo 
Games. I am really happy 
with my fitness and train-
ing at the moment and I 
am sure, I will be able to 
make my dream a reality in 
Tokyo next year.”

badminton was remem-
bered for men’s singles 
players like Nandu Natekar, 
Suresh Goel and Prakash 
Padukone, among others, 
but Saina Nehwal changed 
the perception.

“Well, yes. For a long 
time before these girls (re-
ferring to Saina Nehwal, 
P V Sindhu) came out, 
badminton was primar-
ily remembered for men’s 
singles players, whether it 
is Nandu Natekar, Suresh 
Goel, Prakash (Padukone) 

Sir or Syed Modi.
“It is how that whole 

thing was. The change to 
that (perception) hap-
pened (and for that) Saina 
(Nehwal) was important.

“We needed somebody 
with that kind of push, hun-
ger, will to win, because 
(being) the first person to 
come out and win is very 
difficult,” the veteran shut-
tler said.

He heaped praise on 
Sindhu, saying the 2016 Rio 
Olympics silver medallist 

has at least 2 more Olym-
pics left.

“It is great to see what 
Sindhu has achieved -- 
World Championship med-
al, Olympic medal and all 
other medals - and you can 
still look at her and say ‘she 
has two Olympics to go at 
least’, and that is something 
fantastic,” he noted.

Gopichand said he was 
able to pass on the formula 
for winning to his students 
at an early age.

“I won the All England 
(Championship) at 27 and 
all my life I wish I had won 
All England at 20, then I 
would have had so many 
more years of experience.

“When we were start-
ing off (with coaching), it 
was my mom’s statement 
-- ̀ if you had won early, or if 
you kids (students) will win 
early, they will have enough 
chances to stumble, fall 
down, tie their laces and 
move’.

“Because when I re-
alised that I knew the for-
mula for winning, my ca-
reer was finished.

“So I just wanted to 
pass it (formula) so that my 
kids (students) can win at a 

younger age. And I’m sure 
I have been successful in 
that because Sindhu won 
when she was very young.

A lot of my players have 
won at a young age,” he 
said.

According to Gopi-
chand, the change in In-
dian badminton over the 
last 10 years has been “fan-
tastic”.

“Fantastic, I would say. 
The sport has jumped in all 
parameters. Prakash (Padu-
kone) Sir played leagues in 
Denmark, Vimal (Kumar) 
played in UK, I have played 
in Germany and today we 
host the biggest league in 
the world (Premier Bad-
minton League).

“Things have changed. 
We have (Carolina) Marin 
coming here to play, Vik-
tor (Axelson) coming here 
to play.

Tournaments in those 
countries are stopped 
because we have leagues 
more popular than theirs.

“The earnings of top 
players have gone up. They 
are encouraging a whole 
set of people to take the 
sport forward,” he signed 
off.

nationals now and under-
stand my role in the team,” 
said Taylor. 

“I’ve worked on my 

game, and try and rotate 
the strike early and be as 
busy as I can. Different 
shots against spinners at 

different stages have may-
be evolved my game in a 
positive way,” he added.

Taylor, however gave a 
scare to the Kiwis ahead of 
the India series after dislo-
cating his little finger but 
insisted that he has fully 
recovered now.

“It’s fine. It looks a lot 
sorer than it is … no break, 
but the ligaments were a bit 
sore,” he said.

After the opener in Na-
pier, both the sides will 
move to Mount Maun-
ganui for the second and 
third ODIs before playing 
the fourth ODI in Ham-
ilton. The fifth and final 
ODI will be played in Wel-
lington.

Wellington will also 
host the first of the three 
T20 Internationals, while 
the second and third T20Is 
will be played in Auckland 
and Hamilton, respectively.

Virat Kohli 

be added to the Test squad.” 
The hosts had a poor 

Test series with the bat 
against India and no Aus-
tralian reached triple fig-
ures at home in a series of 

four Tests or more for the 
first time since 1882-83.

The first Test -- a day-
nighter -- starts Thursday in 
Brisbane. The second will 
be played in Canberra.
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Serena outslugs top seed Halep 
as Zverev implodes at Open

Tomiyasu's header sends Japan 
into Asian Cup quarterfinals

Boateng set for shock Barcelona move – Reports

Ronaldo to plead guilty to tax fraud in Madrid court

Argentina are champions of women’s polo tournamentI will be fit before IPL, says Prithvi Shaw

EM Images

Argentina women’s polo team receiving the champion’s trophy after beating USA women’s polo team in the final of Manipur Statehood Day Women’s 
Polo Tournament in Imphal on Mon. Jan. 21.

AP/PTI

United States' Serena Williams, right, is congratulated by Romania's Simona Halep after winning their fourth 
round match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Mon. Jan. 21.

Japan's defender Takehiro Tomiyasu scores the opening goal during the AFC Asian Cup round of 16 soccer match 
against Saudi Arabia at the Sharjah Stadium in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates on Mon. Jan. 21.

Cristiano Ronaldo 

Prithvi Shaw 

Kevin-Prince Boateng 

Melbourne, Jan. 21 (AFP): 
A fired-up Serena Williams 
slugged past world number 
one Simona Halep Monday 
as she inches ever closer to 
a 24th Grand Slam title on 
a day that saw Alexander 
Zverev implode at the Aus-
tralian Open.

In a towering perfor-
mance, the American great 
scored her biggest win 
since giving birth to break 
down the Romanian top 
seed 6-1, 4-6, 6-4 and move 
into a quarter-final against 
seventh seed Karolina Plis-
kova.

Czech Pliskova is an-
other form player, winning 
the warm-up Brisbane In-
ternational and easing past 
two-time Grand Slam win-
ner Garbine Muguruza 6-3, 
6-1 to set up the Williams 
clash.

"I'm such a fighter, I 
never give up," declared 
Williams after the epic en-
counter.

"It  was an intense 
match and there were 
some incredible points but 
I love playing tennis and 
being out here and I love 
this court, it's really cool to 
be back."

While Williams stayed 
cool, highly-rated German 
fourth seed Zverev lost 
the plot against Canadian 
Milos Raonic, crashing 6-1, 
6-1, 7-6 (7/5) and demol-
ishing a racquet in a mas-
sive meltdown.

Women's fourth seed 
Naomi Osaka was more 
composed as she beat 
crafty Latvian Anastasija in 
three sets to set up a meet-
ing with ambitious Ukrai-
nian Elina Svitolina for a 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 21 (EMN): Ar-
gentina women polo team 
emerged as champions 
at the 4th edition of the 
Manipur Statehood Day 
Women’s Polo Tournament 
played here in Imphal on 
Mon. Jan. 21.

In an exciting final 
match played at the historic 
Mapal Kangjeibug, the old-
est living polo ground in the 
world located in the heart 
of Manipur’s state capital, 
Argentina drew 6-6 with 
USA team at the end of the 
regular four chukker.

However Argentina 
team, which comprises of 
young and energetic play-
ers, won the match in a 
penalty shoot-out wherein 
Argentina scored 3 goals 
while USA scored just 1 
goal.

The scorers for Ar-
g e n t i n a  t e a m  a r e 
Catalina(4),Elina Braun(3) 
and Delfina Donovan(2) 
while the scorers for the US 
team are Anna Winslow(4), 
Stephen Massey Colburn(2) 
and Carolyn Stimmel(1).

The All Manipur Polo 
Association (AMPA) or-
ganised the tournament 
under the sponsorship of 
the Department of Tourism 
to promote women polo in 
Indian particularly in the 

Madrid, Jan. 21 (AP): Cristiano 
Ronaldo will make an unwanted 
trip back to Madrid on Tuesday 
and is expected to plead guilty to 
tax fraud.

Ronaldo will be in the Spanish 
capital on tax charges related to his 
time at Real Madrid.

The Juventus forward will ap-
pear before a judge and receive a 
suspended two-year sentence as 
part of a deal struck with Spain's 
state prosecutor and tax authorities 
last year. The agreement will cost 
him nearly 19 million euros ($21.6 
million) in fines.

In Spain, a judge can suspend 
sentences for two years or less for 
first-time offenders.

In 2017, a state prosecutor ac-
cused Ronaldo of four counts of tax 
fraud from 2011-14 worth 14.7 mil-
lion euros ($16.7 million). Ronaldo 

was accused of having used shell 
companies outside Spain to hide 
income made from image rights.

After being questioned for near-
ly 90 minutes in a Madrid court at 
the time, the Portuguese player told 
a judge he never tried to avoid taxes.

The accusations didn't involve 
his salary from Real Madrid, his 
club from 2009 until joining Italian 
champion Juventus last year.

Ronaldo's presence in court on 
Tuesday is not expected to last long. 
Officials said he declined an op-
tion to address the court via video 
conference.

Separately, Ronaldo is facing a 
rape allegation in the United States.

Kathryn Mayorga filed a civil 
lawsuit in Nevada in September 
claiming Ronaldo raped her in his 
Las Vegas hotel room in 2009. Police 
reopened an investigation into the 

allegation at her request. Ronaldo 
has denied any wrongdoing.

Several other soccer figures 
have been subjected to investi-
gations from tax authorities in 
Spain in recent years, including 
Lionel Messi, Jose Mourinho, Ja-
vier Mascherano, Marcelo, Luka 
Modric, Alexis Sanchez, Ricardo 
Carvalho, Angel Di Maria, Radamel 
Falcao and Fabio Coentrao.

Former Real Madrid player Xabi 
Alonso is also expected to face a 
judge in Madrid on Tuesday. He is 
accused of defrauding tax authori-
ties of about 2 million euros ($2.3 
million) from 2010-12.

He could be sentenced to five 
years in prison and ordered to pay 
a fine of 4 million euros ($4.5 mil-
lion), in addition to the amount 
allegedly defrauded. The charges 
are related to Alonso's income from 

NE India.
Secretary ( Tourism) 

Nidhi Kesarwani and Di-
rector (Tourism) W Ibohal 
Singh who attended clos-
ing function along with the 
President Dr K Saratchan-
dra Singh of AMPA also 
handed over a cash prize of 
INR 60,000 and INR 40,000 

along with a number of 
gift hampers and trophies 
to the winning team and 
runners-up team during 
the closing session.

The tournament is part 
of Manipur Tourism’s cam-
paign to save the unique 
and endangered Manipuri 
pony and also to promote 

Polo tourism in the Ma-
nipur- the Birthplace of 
Modern Polo.

Manipur Tourism also 
organises the Manipur Polo 
International Tournament 
(men) as part of the Mani-
pur Sangai Festival every 
year from Nov. 21-30.

These tournaments en-

courage exclusive use of the 
indigenous Manipuri pony.

This time four foreign 
countries from USA, Ke-
nya, Canada and Argentina 
besides two other domestic 
teams –Indian Polo Asso-
ciation (IPA-India) and IPA-
Manipur participated in the 
tournament from Jan. 17.

New Delhi, Jan. 21 (PTI): Recovering from 
an ankle injury that forced him out of the 
Australia tour, the young Prithvi Shaw Mon-
day said he will be fit in time for the 12th 
season of Indian Premier League.

The 19-year-old Shaw suffered the 
injury in Australia before the start of the 
four-match Test series.

"I will be fit before the Indian Premier 
League and I am trying hard to reach full 
fitness. I am working on my ankle as well 
as on my upper body," Shaw told 'India TV'.

The Mumbai opener has been retained 
by Delhi Capitals for what will be his second 
season.

The batsman twisted his ankle while 
fielding in the deep during India's practice 
match ahead of the first Test against Aus-
tralia in Adelaide.

Having stayed on with the team hoping 
to be fit for the second Test in Perth, Shaw 
was eventually ruled out of the remainder 
of the series and sent back home for an 
extensive rehabilitation programme.

Recalling the injury, he said, "We were 
playing the practice match in Sydney ahead 
of the first Test. I was standing at deep mid-
wicket and Ash bhai (R Ashwin) was bowl-
ing and a catch came towards me. I caught 
the ball while jumping backwards in the 
air and my body weight fell on my left foot 
when I landed.

"It was a bit uneven there and my 
ankle got twisted 90 degrees and the entire 
body-weight fell on that. That's how it hap-
pened." 

Efforts were then on to get the batsman 
fit for the series but the severity of the injury 
dashed his hopes.

"I was trying hard to play in the second 
Test and the physios too were trying to get 
me fit for the match. However, the more 

place in the semi-finals.
But it was the domi-

nant Williams who over-
shadowed them all and is 
overwhelming favourite to 
win an eighth Australian 
title, with defending cham-
pion Caroline Wozniacki 
and second seed Angelique 
Kerber already out.

She has been in omi-
nous form at Melbourne 
Park as she seeks one more 
major title to put her along-
side Margaret Court's re-
cord 24, and it looked like 
French Open champion 
Halep would be another 

easy scalp after a first set 
rout.

But the nuggety Roma-
nian isn't world number 
one for nothing and she 
bounced back to set up a 
huge power struggle that 
Williams finally won with a 
break in the seventh game 
of the third set.

"I really needed to ele-
vate my game. She's a great 
player," said Williams.

Handled the pressure 
F o u r t h  s e e d  O s a k a 
emerged from an error-
strewn first set against Sev-
astova to win 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

"I think the biggest 
thing for me is the belief. 
I think I believe in myself 
more this year than I have 
last year," said the bubbly 
21-year-old, who beat Wil-
liams in the US Open final 
last year.

She next faces sixth 
seed Svitolina, who battled 
past American Madison 
Keys 6-2, 1-6, 6-1.

It will be a new experi-
ence for whoever wins that 
showdown, with neither 
going beyond the quarter-
finals at Melbourne Park 
before.

Svitolina needed to dig 
deep to overcome 17th 
seeded Keys, a US Open 
finalist in 2017.

"I had to put my level 
up, I'm glad I handled the 
pressure," said Svitolina, 
who scored her biggest ca-
reer win at the WTA Finals 
in Singapore last October.

Svitolina was a quar-
ter-finalist at Melbourne 
Park last year and has set 
her sights high after her 
breakthrough in Singapore, 
targeting a Grand Slam win 
and world number one.

Earlier on Rod Laver 
Arena, Zverev self-de-
structed to slump out at 
the hands of Raonic.

The German has rou-
tinely been anointed as 
the flag-bearer for the next 
generation, but again failed 
to live up to his reputation 
and has now missed out 
on making the last eight 
of a major 14 times in 15 
attempts.

So furious was he with 
his form, the 21-year-old 
had a major temper tan-
trum in the second set, 
whacking his racquet into 
the ground eight times to 
leave it a crumpled mess.

"I just tried to stay 
composed and it worked 
out well for me today," 
said cool 16th seed Raonic, 
who will now face French-
man Lucas Pouille after he 
battled past Croat Borna 
Coric in four tough sets.

Six-time champion 
Novak Djokovic beat Rus-
sia's Medvedev, seeded 
15 and will play against 
Japan's eighth seed Kei 
Nishikori in the quarter-
final.

Sharjah (UAE), Jan. 21 
(AFP): Takehiro Tomiya-
su's lone strike sent Saudi 
Arabia crashing out of the 
Asian Cup as Japan beat the 
three-time champions 1-0 
to reach the quarter-finals 
on Monday.

Tomiyasu's first-half 
header was enough to seal 
it for Japan as the last-16 
game between two teams 
with seven titles between 
them failed to live up to its 
billing.

Japan, record four-time 
winners of the Asian Cup, 
march on to a quarter-final 
with Southeast Asian cham-
pions Vietnam despite not 

yet hitting top form at the 
tournament.

Saudi Arabia were in the 
ascendancy early on but it 
was Japan who snatched 
the advantage with a 
straightforward goal from 
a set piece on 20 minutes.

From a corner, Bel-
gium-based defender 
Tomiyasu climbed above 
his marker and nodded 
firmly into the bottom cor-
ner for his first of the tour-
nament.

The Saudis twice came 
close with headers as they 
strived for a way back, and 
Hatan Bahbri curled one 
just off-target as he went 

for the top corner.
Yoshinori Muto's shot 

was blocked on the hour-
mark but most of the 
chances were falling to 
Saudi Arabia, who will rue 
some wasteful finishing.

Bahbri's shot from out-
side the box crept narrowly 
wide and Ali Al-Bulaihi 
powered a strong header 
over when the ball was 
knocked back into the area 
after a free-kick.

But despite a late flurry 
it remained another goal-
less outing for the Saudis, 
who haven't hit the net 
since scoring six goals in 
their first two group games.

Madrid, Jan. 21 (AFP): 
Ghanaian forward Kevin-
Prince Boateng is on the 
verge of joining Barcelona 
in a shock loan move from 
Italian side Sassuolo, ac-
cording to media reports in 
Spain on Monday.

Catalan daily Sport re-
ported that the leaders of 
La Liga had agreed a deal 
to take Boateng on loan 
until the end of the season 
with an option to make the 
move permanent in the 
summer.

Madrid-based sports 
daily As claimed Barcelona 
would pay eight million eu-
ros ($9 million; £7 million) 
in the event of a permanent 
transfer.

The arrival of Boateng, 
31, would provide much-
needed cover for Luis Su-
arez up front in Ernesto 
Valverde's squad following 
the departure of Munir El 
Haddadi to Sevilla.

Born in Germany, the 

half-brother of Bayern 
Munich defender Jerome 
Boateng moved to Serie 
A last year after helping 
Eintracht Frankfurt win 
the German Cup. He has 
scored five goals in 15 

games this season for Sas-
suolo.

The former Tottenham 
Hotspur, AC Milan and 
Schalke player has previ-
ously had a spell in Spain, 
with Las Palmas in 2016-17.

image rights.
The retired Spain midfielder, 

who has denied any wrongdoing, 
played for Madrid from 2009-14.

they tried, the swelling increased and it got 
more painful.

"It was an unfortunate incident and 
you can't really do anything about that. 
It was my wish to play in the challenging 
conditions in Australia. I love the bounce 
there. But unfortunately, I suffered a leg 
injury. But that's okay, I am very happy that 
India won the Test series. It can't get better 
than this.

"I got full support of the team at that 
time because I was very disappointed with 
the injury. I had practised hard for the tour 
and had many things in my mind that I 
thought I would do there. So, it was dis-
heartening. But yeah, now I am happy that 
we won the series." 

Shaw has had a record-breaking start 
to his Test career as he aggregated 237 runs 
in three innings at an average of 118.50 
against the West Indies.


