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New Delhi, Jan. 18 (PTI): Amid strong protests over 
the controversial Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 
the Centre is expected to soon call a meeting of the 
chief ministers of all northeastern states to address 
concerns, sources said.

A decision in this regard was taken after Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh discussed the matter 
in detail with Mizoram and Meghalaya chief minis-
ters in a meeting here.

The controversial bill was passed in the Lok 
Sabha on January 8. 

However, large-scale protests were witnessed 
in the northeastern states including Assam and 
Mizoram over the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government's 
attempt to pass the bill in the Upper House of Par-
liament.

"There was a serious discussion on the bill in the 
meeting. The centre has assured that it will look into 
the concerns of northeastern states before moving 
ahead," a highly placed government source said.

"Most likely, a meeting of chief ministers of all 
northeastern states will be called soon to resolve 
their concerns," the source added.

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Megha-
laya Chief Minister Conrad Sangma said: "North-
eastern states will be forced to take a call if it does not 
get a positive response on the scrapping of the bill." 

In the meeting, Mizoram Chief Minister Zo-
ramthanga said the centre was informed that all 
northeastern states were opposing the bill and the 
law should not be diluted.

"It (amendments) should not be there. Let it be 
as it is. Let it not be amended as it is proposed. That's 
what we want," he said.

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, pro-
vides for Indian citizenship to Hindus, Jains, Chris-
tians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Parsis who fled religious 
persecution in Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan after six years of residence in India instead of 
the current requirement of 12 years, even if they do 
not possess any document.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): The Eastern 
Nagaland College Students' Union 
(ENCSU) on Friday expressed dis-
content with what it claimed was 
the government and the department 
of Higher Education “hiding” the 
SIT report on the issue of “students 
scholarship fund.”

A press release from the union 
on Friday stated that the report was 
completed fourteen months ago. 
“The SIT was constituted on the 
issue of Students Scholarship fund 
misused by the department of High-
er Education,” the statement read.

It wondered if the department 
“is trying to kill the career of its own 
children/students.” The ENCSU 
asked the state government to re-
veal the contents of the SIT report. 
It questioned the government “why 
it was trying to save those involved 
in the misuse of scholarship money 
despite setting up of SIT to catch the 
errand officials.”

“The ENCSU would like to know 
as to why the government cannot 
come up with clear SIT report after 
the government themselves had 
admitted during the cabinet meet-
ing that the PMS fund has  been 
misused by the department. The 
ENCSU also warn (sic) the  govern-
ment and the department that on 
what  ground the recovery amount 
were  adjust (sic)  to 2017-18 schol-
arship proposal and why it keep in 
state exchequer. The ENCSU reiter-
ates that it will not compromise or 
sit silent even if the government fail 
to deliver the justice,” the statement 
read. 

It claimed to have “all the facts 
and top findings” while warning 

the government of its own course 
of action if the demands were not 
fulfilled. The union demanded that 
the government punish the “two 
persons” involved in the misuse of 
scholarship fund. 

According to the ENCSU, it is sec-
ond time that the Department has 
failed to release students’ scholar-
ship on time. It, therefore, urged the 
state government to produce the SIT 
report as is, without any bias, so that 
people will know the whole truth. 

It informed that the union was 
likely to resume its agitation kept 
in abeyance since Dec. 7, 2017 after 
receiving ‘a kind assurance’ from the 
government. However, the ENCSU 
would “probably disturb” on Jan. 
26, India’s Republic Day, the union 
informed. 

“Further, the union may an-
nounce any time for final move-
ment against the non-release of full 
scholarship and the SIT report,” the 
statement read.

Seeks governor’s intervention 
The union has also appealed to Gov-
ernor PB Acharya to intervene on the 
matter by way of inviting the CBI to 
conduct a “deep investigation” into 
the issue. “Consequently, the depart-
ment of Higher Education and the 
concern minister (sic) will come up 
with official report to the public and 
the students,” it stated. 

Stating that the government and 
the department have refused to fur-
nish “the essence” of the SIT report 
despite filing an RTI application, 
the union requested the governor to 
issue “the necessary directive at the 
sooner.”

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (PTI): The 
dates for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions are likely to be announced 
in the first week of March, 
sources indicated on Friday.

The term of the present Lok 
Sabha ends on June 3.

The Election Commission 
is in the process of deciding 
the number of phases and the 
months in which polling would 
be held, they said.

The charting of the phas-
es would also depend on the 
availability of security forces 
and other requirements, the 
sources said, adding the an-
nouncement of the mega exer-
cise is likely to be made in first 
week of March.

There is a possibility that 
the EC may go by the precedent 
and hold assembly elections 
in Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, 

Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh 
along with the Lok Sabha polls.

Since the Jammu and 
Kashmir assembly has been 
dissolved, the EC is bound to 
hold fresh polls there within six 
months.

It was dissolved in Novem-
ber, 2018 and the upper limit 
ends in May. The poll panel 
may hold elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir along with the Lok 
Sabha polls as well. But it can be 
held before that also as much 
depends on the complex secu-
rity situation there, they said.

In normal circumstances, 
the J&K assembly's six-year 
term was to end on March 16, 
2021. The other state assem-
blies and the Lok Sabha have a 
five-year term.

While the term of the Sik-
kim Assembly ends on May 

27, 2019, the terms of Andhra 
Pradesh, Odisha and Arunachal 
Pradesh assemblies end on 
June 18, June 11 and June 1 
respectively.

In 2004, the Election Com-
mission had announced four-
phase Lok Sabha polls on Feb-
ruary 29. While the first date of 
poll was April 20, the last date 
was May 10.

In 2009, the EC had an-
nounced Lok Sabha poll sched-
uled on March 2. The five-
phase polls began on April 16 
and ended on May 13.

In 2014, the EC had an-
nounced the election schedule 
on March 5 and the nine-phase 
electoral exercise was spread 
across April and May.

While the first phase polling 
was on April 7, the last phase 
was on May 12.

Shillong, Jan. 18 (IANS): District 
authorities on Friday visited 
the families of three of the 15 
miners who are trapped, now 
for over a month, inside an 
illegal flooded coal mine in 
Meghalaya and expressed their 
"inability" to evacuate them.

Deputy Commissioner of 
East Jaintia Hills district, F.M. 
Dopth broke the news to Jostina 
Dkhar, the mother of Dimonme 
and Melambok, and Rita Dkhar, 
the mother of Shalabas when 
he visited them this evening 
at Lumthari village, about 3km 
before reaching the tragedy site 
at Ksan village.

"The Deputy Commission-
er met my sisters this evening 
at their residences at Lumthari 
village and expressed the au-
thorities' inability to evacuate 
my nephews who are trapped 
inside the coal mine," Pressme-
ky Dkhar, the uncle of the two 

brothers, told IANS over phone.
"The DC did not say wheth-

er they are dead or alive but 
asked my sisters to consult the 
clan members and inform him 
about the decision," Dkhar 
said.

The three cousins from 
Lumthari were among the 15 
trapped miners - seven from 
villages under Rajabala constit-
uency in West Garo Hills, and 
five from neighbouring Assam. 

Dkhar reiterated that the 
families of the trapped miners 
want the body to be taken out at 
any cost from the flooded mine 
for a decent burial.

"We only want the bodies 
of Dimonme, Melambok and 
Shalabas to be taken out from 
the mine so that we can give 
them a decent burial according 
to our religious rites," Dkhar 
said.

The families of the trapped 

miners whom IANS spoke to on 
Thursday had said they want 
the "dead bodies" of the min-
ers to be taken out as per the 
Supreme Court order.

A Supreme Court bench 
comprising Justices A.K. Sikri 
and S. Abdul Nazeer had ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with 
the rescue operation and or-
dered : "No matter whether 
they (trapped persons) are all 
dead, some alive, a few dead or 
all alive, they should have been 
taken out by now. We pray to 
God that they all are alive."

On Wednesday, the Indian 
Navy divers detected a dead 
body inside the coal mine 
through an underwater ROV 
(remotely operated vehicle).

The Naval team had said 
the body will be extracted un-
der the supervision of doctors. 
However, it is not known if the 
body was retrieved on Friday.

Senior medical officials 
from the state's health and fam-
ily welfare and Director General 
of Police R Chandranathan who 
visited the tragedy site were 
tightlipped.

The Meghalaya govern-
ment has roped in several 
Central agencies including a 
team from Hyderabad-based 
Natonal Geophyscial Research 
Institute and Chennai-based 
Plnays Technologies in the res-
cue operation.

Coal India Limited, Odisha 
firefighters, Kirloskar Brothers 
Limited are dewatering the 
abandoned coal mine shafts 
and the main shaft where the 
miners are trapped. 

Coal mine accidents have 
been rampant in the moun-
tainous state even after the Na-
tional Green Tribubal imposed 
an interim ban on 'rat hole' 
mining in April 2014.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) and its 
legislature party have accused the 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) of attempting 
to “confuse, brainwash, cheat, 
mislead and miseducate (sic)” the 
people of Nagaland concerning 
the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill.

They issued separate rejoin-
ders to the NDPP statement pub-
lished in the local newspapers 
on Friday. According to the NPF, 
NDPP acting as the guardian of 
law and projecting Article 371 (A) 
as the ultimate cure that can pro-
tect Nagas from the controversial 
Bill has proved futile “because 
NDPP is not the interpreter nor 
(sic) the guardian of the Indian 
Constitution.”

It stated that the NDPP should 
first clarify why the current gov-
ernment is “not opposing but sup-
porting” the Bill. The NPF asked 
if the village institutions or the 
village councils were the sole au-
thority of granting citizenship to 
“illegal immigrants or outsiders.”

Once the Bill is passed, it stat-
ed, Nagaland cannot be excep-
tional as any foreigner settling in 
any part of the country for a pe-
riod of six years can obtain Indian 
citizenship.

The NPF claimed that the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill directly 
undermines Article 371 (A) “as the 

Article itself cannot override the 
Constitution of India.”

It requested the NDPP not to 
politicise the issue but take up the 
matter “for the future of the Naga 
people.” 

In a separate statement the 
NPF legislature party asked why 
the “NDPP would intentionally 
like to cheat, mislead and misedu-
cate (sic) the people of Nagaland 
by imparting wrong information/
wrong education, which is totally 
unbecoming of a political party 
ruling the state today.”

It also termed the NDPP state-
ment as mischievous. “The Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill 2016 
and 1955 relates to granting of 
Indian Citizenship whereas 1873 
BEFRA vis-à-vis Inner Line Permit 
is granting of permission to visit 
certain place/region for a certain 
period of time. These two subjects 
cannot and should not be clubbed 
up together but should be always 
different because it is different to 
each other by law.

“The NDPP states that village 
councils can grant citizenship 
as per 371 (A) of Constitution 
of India. It is totally wrong and 
mischievous and intentional mis-
leading of Naga people. The Act 
of Parliament, in regard to the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
2016 is to grant citizenship of India 
but not for citizenship of a village, 

thus the argument of bringing 
the village councils or Nagaland 
Village & Area Council Act 1978 
into the picture is irrelevant,” the 
statement read. 

It also stated that the state 
government asking for review 
of the bill was misleading “given 
that their MP in Lok Sabha Mr. 
Tokheho Yepthomi has not raised 
his objection in the LS.” 

“The NDPP has stated that 
Nagaland has been exempt from 
the purview of the 73rd Constitu-
tion Amendment of 1992 since it 
will amount to infringement of 
provision of 371(A). We could not 
agree more on this, which was 
done during the Congress regime 
in the state as well as centre. Can 
we expect the same of the NDPP 
and its coalition partner to do the 
same?

“As a matter of fact, it is not at 
the discretion of the BJP party in 
Delhi, because their party is not 
in majority in Rajya Sabha. There-
fore, it cannot be passed as simple 
as it was passed in Lok Sabha. 
Moreover, there cannot be two 
laws in respect of one issue, in the 
sense that a bill cannot differ be-
tween Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 
In other words, if this CAB has to 
be reviewed, it has to go back to 
LS before it is finally passed in RS. 
This is the parliamentary proce-
dure,” the statement read. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 18: Local food 
products in Dimapur continue 
to attract negligible interest 
from consumers as could be 
judged from the largely un-
occupied sheds at the four-
month-old 'Local Products 
Daily Market' located behind 
the Supermarket area. 

Over the course of those four 
months, the market has not in-
dicated favourable outcome for 
its vendors. The ‘Local Products 
Daily Market’, an initiative of the 
Farmer Producers Organisation 
(FPO) of Dimapur district, was 
opened on Sep. 4, 2018. 

Various local products like 
bamboo shoot, tomato, bitter 
gourd, bitter eggplant, yam, 
orange to name a few, sourced 
from various districts of the 
state are sold at the market. 

When the market was in-
augurated, the FPO secretary 
Neivizonou Nyekha had said 
that the organisation was help-
ing farmers since 2011 by pro-
viding seeds, equipments, tools, 
and assisting them in obtaining 
benefits from various schemes. 
But the farmers incurred losses 
as there was no market for them 
to sell the products. So the or-
ganisation decided to establish 

a marketplace which would 
exclusively sell local food prod-
ucts.

However, the vegetable ven-
dors—mostly women—barely 
make a sell. Eastern Mirror vis-

ited the market recently; only 
to find there were hardly any 
customers. 

The vendors who come 
from Diezephe, Seluophe (to 
name but two) sit from sunrise 

to sunset selling food products 
sourced from their backyards 
but the response they receive 
(in terms of number of buy-
ers) is discouraging, said one 
of them.

Despite the poor business 
‘since the day of inauguration’, 
they continue to sit as they do 
not want to give up on their 
venture.    

‘It is disappointing to see 
our own people buying syn-
thetically grown vegetables 
when we are seated not far from 
Supermarket and no one both-
ers to make a query about our 
vegetables that are organic (sic) 
and sourced from our districts,’ 
lamented Chingla Yimchunger. 

Yimchunger sells kidney 
bean or commonly known as 
'kholar' along with other veg-
etables sourced sourced from 
Shamator town in Tuensang 
district. But it has been more 
than a month since she last sold 
a cup of kholar, she said. 

That particular day, there 
were only four vendors in the 
entire marketplace: Alemla Ao, 
Achang Zeliang, Kuthokhrulu 
Chakesang and Chingla Yimc-
hunger. They sit from 6 am to 
4 pm and pay a monthly tax of 
INR 200. At times, they make it 
to the market as early as 4 to 5 
am hoping to sell when buses 
from other districts reach the 
station located right next to the 
market. 

Even though the state’s de-

partment of Horticulture has 
installed a cold chamber stor-
age in one of the sheds for the 
vendors’ benefit, they said it was 
currently of no help because of 
the low-sell. ‘We cannot store 
vegetable for days/weeks. They 
are perishable items.’

Governor PB Acharya had 
donated INR 2 lakh to the or-
ganisers to buy a pick-up truck, 
which could transport the 
vendors’ food products to the 
marketplace. "The facilities are 
satisfactory and more than what 
we expected, but what is the 
benefit of the facilities when we 
are not able to make any sell or 
meet our expenses,” one of the 
vendors said. 

They pointed out that on 
Wednesday’s people throng 
the “weekly Wednesday ba-
zaar” along the Supermarket 
but ignore the ‘Local Products 
Daily Market’, which is just a 
stone’s throw away. So, instead 
they find themselves a place at 
the weekly market to sell their 
products! 

Asked what could be the rea-
son behind the people’s lack of 
interest, they suggested 'it could 
be because the market is small 
and customers mostly look for 
one-stop marketing.’ 
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A group of vegetable vendors are seen having a conversation while waiting for customers at the 'Local Products Daily 
Market’ in Dimapur. 
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (JAN 11)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 24.2 12.3 12.9 82 NIL

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA 17.2 8.4 12.9 96 NIL

ZBT 15.2 5.4 12 91 NIL

MON 22 10 11.2 89 NIL

TUENSANG 16.2 10 10.3 73 NIL

MKG 17 8 12.5 82 NIL

PHEK 16.8 9.8 5.7 73 NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 21 8.5 8.8 55 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 22.4 5 7.9 59 NIL

JALUKIE 16 11 11 66 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 23.8 14 13.2 63 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NEWS IN BRIEF
KPC to observe foundation day
Kohima Press Club (KPC) has announced to observe 
its 18th foundation day on January 20 in the NSF’s con-
ference hall at 2 pm. The club general secretary, Alice 
Yhoshü has requested all the club members to attend 
the programme. The club has further extended invita-
tion to all its well wishers to the foundation day event.

NDPP Dimapur shifts office
Office of the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP), Dimapur region, has been shifted to Walford, 
near Apex Mahindra showroom. The party’s press re-
lease informed that all official correspondences would 
be entertained from the new location. Official working 
days would be Wednesday and Saturday although it 
would also continue to function on other weekdays.

NSCN (IM) mourns demise
NSCN (IM) has mourned the untimely demise of its 
khapur Jv Kochur Lamkang of Leipung Tampak village 
under Khurmi region, who passed away on January 18 
after a brief illness. MIP statement said he joined the 
national service on November 1, 2018, and contributed 
his best for the nation during his brief association with 
the GPRN. It added that his name would be recorded in 
the history of Naga political struggle. It further conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved family members and prayed 
that God Almighty would comfort them in their hour of 
grief and grant his soul an eternal peace.

Dimapur GBs inform members
Dimapur District GBs’ Association (DDGBA) has in-
formed all members who have collected nomination 
papers for the election/ selection of new office bearers 
to submit the same on January 21 in its office between 
10 am to 12 noon. Informing this in a press release, the 
association general secretary, T Kenneth Tsopoe stated 
that election/ selection would be held on January 22 at 
Science Centre, behind Hotel Saramati at 10 am.

VBS Christian ministries to hold 
leadership training
NEI, VBS Christian Education Ministries has announced 
to organise leadership training from February 13-17 at 
Life Spring Corner, Dimapur. The director, H Hammei 
Büchemhu has requested all the churches in north east 
India to send pastors, associate pastors, Christian edu-
cation directors Sunday school superintendent, child 
evangelism directors, youth directors and interested 
youth leaders to the training programme.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): 
Department of Treasuries 
& Accounts bade farewell 
to its outgoing principal di-
rector, K Tiayanger Tzudir, 
on January 18 in the confer-
ence hall of directorate of 
Treasuries & Accounts. 

In his farewell speech, 
the outgoing principal di-
rector, K Tiayanger Tzudir 
thanked the dignitaries, 
officers and staff of the de-
partment, family members 
and well wishers for organ-
ising a farewell programme 
in his honour. 

A DIPR report has quot-
ed Tzudir as saying “Life is a 
destiny,” while reminiscing 
his school days when he 
aspired to be an engineer 
but landed up in the de-
partment of treasuries and 
accounts as STO in Decem-
ber 1983. 

Tzudir said he is ‘retir-
ing with full of satisfaction 
and great happiness’ and 
has no regret in his service 
career from day one till his 
retirement for which he 
thanked the Almighty God. 

He said the department 
has expanded greatly in 
terms of both activities 
and responsibilities over 
a period of time. He urged 
the officers and staff of the 
department to put con-
certed efforts in their duties 
with sincerity and dedi-
cation. Mentioning that 
there were only 38 officers 
in the department when he 
first joined, Tzudir said it 
has now expanded to more 
than 200 officers adding 100 
more are on the pipeline. 

He also stated that all 
the achievements and 
laurels during his tenure 
was not a lone effort but 
a collective venture sup-
ported by officers and 
staff of the department. 
He asked them to extend 
the same cooperation and 

Outgoing principal director of treasuries and accounts, K Tiayanger Tzudir (L) receiving the department’s memento and certificate from the 
commissioner and secretary of finance, Kikheto Sema, during the farewell programme in Kohima on January 18.

Veterinary personnel administering anti-rabies vaccine to a pet dog 
during the free vaccination programmes organised by KVK, Mon.

CGOA team pose for a group photo on top of Mt. Ngakushon Mountain on January 16.

sincerity to the incoming 
principal director stating 
that only with unity among 
members there could be 
smooth sailing. He further 
conveyed best wishes to all 
the officers and staff of the 
department. 

Commissioner and sec-
retary of finance, Kikheto 
Sema, while delivering a 
short speech, termed the 
service of the outgoing of-
ficer as ‘positive’ and whose 
association with him was 
always been interesting 
and amazing. Sema has 
termed him as an officer 
whose remarkable achieve-
ments and contributions 
for the welfare and well be-
ing of the department have 
created an asset rather than 
liability.

Principal director, RN 
Lotha, who spoke on behalf 
of the department, point-

ed out some remarkable 
achievements and con-
tributions of the outgoing 
officer to the department. 
He said the outgoing officer 
strongly advocated and 
took active role in the uplift 
of the department par-
ticularly in creation of new 
posts, cadre review, service 
rules and computerisation 
of treasury offices. 

On the occasion, Lotha 
also attributed the wife of 
outgoing officer for all the 
achievement made during 
his tenure in office. 

Director of Treasuries 
& Accounts, Vahine Thisa, 
who chaired the pro-
gramme mentioned, re-
marked that the outgoing 
principal director retired 
on December 31, 2018, 
on attaining 35 years of 
service. She also expressed 
gratitude to all the district 

officers and staff of the di-
rectorate for making them-
selves available for the pro-
gramme.

Highlighting some no-
table achievements and 
contributions towards the 
department, she said many 
posts were created during 
his time and many more are 
in the pipeline. She added 
that service rules and cadre 
review are almost in the 
final stage. She reminded 
him that the department 
would continue to seek his 
service and guidance even 
though he has retired from 
service. 

“His contributions and 
legacy left behind will be 
an example for his succes-
sors in the department to 
emulate,” she stated. 

Additional director of 
T&A, RN Lama, while giv-
ing a brief profile of the 

retiring officer, mentioned 
that the officer was recruit-
ed as junior accounts of-
ficer through NPSC in the 
year 1983 and reached the 
pinnacle of his career on 
January 1, 2016, as princi-
pal director and retired on 
December 31, 2018. During 
his service, the officer was 
posted to different districts 
and departments in differ-
ent capacities, he stated. 

He also mentioned that 
the outgoing officer ob-
tained both BA and B. Com 
degrees by virtue of his 
sheer determination. He 
was awarded Governor’s 
Gold medal for his exem-
plary service on August 15, 
2011, he added. 

OSD finance, Talirem-
ba, who also spoke on the 
occasion, said the outgoing 
officer rendered his best 
service for the department 

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): Hollotoli 
School conducted a workshop on 
career counselling for the students 
of Classes X & XII on January 17 
with Jitin Chawla, founder and di-
rector of centre for career develop-
ment, Delhi, as the counsellor. 

According to a statement from 
the school, Jitin Chawla empha-
sised about the challenging tradi-
tions of blindly following the foot-
steps and opinions of parents. He 
encouraged the students to take up 
their careers based on their person-
ality and aptitude in sync with their 
passion and profession. 

Chawla made a motivational 
power point slide presentation 
about young entrepreneurs to 
inspire students to work hard and 
become an asset to humanity. He 
explained about various courses 
available for students to take up 
in their higher studies and gave 
guidelines for their career choices 
according to their subject combi-
nations. He further spoke about the 
benefits of studying abroad with 
reference to several institutions 
across the globe.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): Altogether 117 dogs were admin-
istered anti-rabies vaccines during the free vaccination 
programmes organised by Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), 
Mon, on January 12, 16, and 17 in Ngangching, KVK office 
and Sowa Changle village respectively.

Dr. Paihem Michui, ACTO (Animal Science), KVK 
Mon, Aboi, stated that the vaccination programmes were 
organised under National Innovations of Climate Resilient 
in Agriculture-Technology Demonstration components 
(NICRA-TDC). The programmes were organised with the 
aim to inform public about the importance of prevention 
of rabies, since rabies pose serious threat to public health. 

The programmes were conducted led by Dr. Paihem 
Michui and was assisted by Saurabh Sachan, young 
professional-II. 

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): State chief minis-
ter, Neiphiu Rio, has mourned the demise 
of Kevitsielezo Guu Phizo, son of AZ Phizo, 
who passed away on January 17 evening 
in Kohima.

Rio has described Guu Phizo as a dear 
family friend, a thorough gentleman and 
a man of integrity and lamented that his 
demise has been a personal loss to him. 
Recalling his association with him over the 
years, Rio stated that he found him to be 
a gentleman who always had love, respect 
and concern for others. Rio added that in 
his demise, Nagas have lost a good soul 

and the void left by his demise cannot be 
filled easily.

“Guu and his family members grew up 
under extremely difficult and challenging 
circumstances and they had to endure 
great difficulties. The sacrifices made by 
them will always be remembered by our 
society for all times to come,” Rio said. 

He has further conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family members and 
prayed that Almighty God would grant 
them solace in their hour of grief. He also 
prayed for the departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): In 
the matter of Writ Petition 
(Civil) No 743/2014 – wildlife 
rescue and rehabilitation 
centre and others and Union 
of India and others, Supreme 
Court, in its order dated No-
vember 1, 2018, has directed 
all the chief wildlife wardens 
of the country to grant provi-
sional ownership certificate 
for captive elephants after 

following the mandatory 
procedures required by law.

In this regard, state chief 
wildlife warden, Satya Pra-
kash Tripathi has informed 
all the owners of captive ele-
phants to collect application 
for ownership certificate for 
captive elephants with effec-
rom January 21 to 25 during 
office hours.

All concerned owners 

are also informed to contact 
forest range officers name-
ly Kenlumtatei on phone 
No. 9612024423 and Aaron 
Yimchunger on phone No. 
9612408797 for necessary 
information. They are also 
asked to submit the com-
pleted application to his 
office latest by 12 noon on 
January 28 for issuing provi-
sional certificate.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): Chang 
Gazetted Officers’ Association 
(CGOA) conducted its 28th general 
session on January 15 in Waoshu vil-
lage in Tuensang district.

A press note from the associa-
tion informed that H Chuba Chang, 
former minister, congratulated the 
Chang community for success of 
the recently concluded Poanglüm 
Mini Hornbill Festival. He conveyed 
that the Chang people, in the re-
cent years, have chosen the path 
of advancement in lifestyle and in 
conduct.

President of Chang Khulei Set-
shang (CKS), Nungsanglemba also 
spoke on the occasion, during which 
he expressed gratitude to the CKS for 
their contribution for the success of 
the recently concluded Poanglüm 
event and other activities of the com-
munity.

The note mentioned that the 
interaction session was participated 
by the village council members, 
students, church members, and citi-
zens union. During the session, each 
group shared about their achieve-
ments and the problems confronting 
their progress educationally and eco-
nomically with productive feedbacks 

in addition to keeping the 
concerns of his officers 
and staff at priority. He 
described him as an officer 
with substance, who was 
deeply concern and vocal 
about the welfare of his 
department thereby leav-
ing behind a footprint for 
others to emulate. 

Director and IGP of 
Vigilance Commission, I 
Meyionen Jamir, said the 
outgoing officer had an 
illustrious career. He de-
scribed him as positive and 
forward looking man, who 
is always prompt and clear 
in his concept. He men-
tioned that the outgoing 
officer has contributed his 
best service for the future 
of the department. 

He further urged the 
department to utilise his 
service even after his retire-
ment as he had enormous 
knowledge and experienc-
es about the department. 

CT Jamir, a friend of the 
outgoing officer, said that 
the outgoing officer has 
been blessed with so many 
qualities. He said at times 
things get done quickly and 
smoothly because of his 
charming and appealing 
personality. He has con-
gratulated the outgoing 
officer on attaining 35 years 
of service and wished him a 
happy retirement life. 

Others who spoke on 
the occasion included 
senior accounts officer 
NF&ASA Temsu Longkum-
er; senior treasuries officer 
Kekhaho Aye, on behalf of 
district treasuries; senior 
accounts officer Amenla, 
on behalf of Accounts of-
ficers. 

Vetholü Rhakho pre-
sented special number, 
while the director of treas-
uries and accounts, Adi 
Naleo, said the vote of 
thanks.

Jitin Chawla speaking at the career counselling workshop 
at Hollotoli School, Dimapur, on January 17.

from the association.
The evening session was graced 

by Lotham Chang, director of em-
ployment, craftsman and skill de-
velopment, and Chingmak Chang, 
CCSU president. Chingmak pro-
posed the vote of thanks and pre-
sented mementos to all the officers 
who retired in 2018. 

The message was delivered by L 

Ongmang, pastor of Yungkük Baptist 
Lashong. Ongmang exhorted the 
officers to fear God irrespective of 
different official duties and urged the 
gathering to stay strong and truthful 
in the Lord.

On January 16, CGOA team 
climbed Mt. Ngakushon Mountain, 
one of the highest mountain peaks 
under the Chang jurisdiction.
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Dancers from Unique Dancing Crew, Beat Kings and Team Firm Breezy performing at DC court junction, Dimapur to create awareness on clean election on Jan. 18 .

STATE

Agricultural Technology Management Agency (ATMA), Phek participated in the Sükrünye Mini Hornbill festival which concluded on 
Thursday. Three self help groups (SHGs) – Joyous, Zuvekrotho and Surhu – exhibited different varieties of vegetables and local products 
at the festival.

Locally yours

Dancers shake a leg in the street for clean election

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): With 
an aim to create awareness on 
clean election in the state, 15 
dancers led by Jacob Rangpong 
performed at DC court junc-
tion, Dimapur on Friday. 

Three groups -- Unique 
Dancing Crew, Beat Kings, 
and Team Firm Breezy – from 

Dimapur and Chumukedima 
took part in the flash mob 
initiated by Ethnic Group of 
Nagaland (EGoN) to encourage 
the citizens of the state to say 
‘No’ to proxy voting, according 
to a statement.

Assistant Election Officer 
(AEO) of Dimapur Roland Mer-

ry, who witnessed the aware-
ness programme, stated that 
such kind of participation from 
the masses especially the youth 
was necessary in disseminating 
the message about clean elec-
tion. She was optimistic that 
the message conveyed through 
the “street dance” by the best 

performers drawn from differ-
ent pockets of Dimapur would 
open the ‘eyes’ of eligible voters 
in the state for a clean election.

EGoN president Miranda 
Jamir told reporters that the 
flash mob was initiated for 
the election department in or-
der to create awareness about 

“clean election” and that such 
acts have already been put up 
other districts, including Mon, 
Wokha, and Kohima. Similar 
performances will be followed 
in other districts in the follow-
ing days.

The awareness programme 
was attended by reigning Miss 

Dimapur 2018, Neingainem 
Kuki, who is also the election 
Icon for the district.

It may be mentioned that 
as per YouthNets’ post elec-
tion watch highlights report, a 
total of INR 1061.09 crore was 
spent by various political par-
ties during the 2018 assembly 

election, and 17 candidates 
from Dimapur spent the most 
at INR 132,80,00,000. It also 
revealed that voters pocket as 
high as INR 5000-INR10,000 
per vote while households 
took as much as INR75,000 
during the last state assembly 
elections.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 
(EMN): The chief elec-
trical inspector has 
informed about the 
safety rules of the elec-
trical accidents under 
the Indian Electricity 
Rules (IER), 1956 on 
Jan. 17.

The notification 
letter appended by the 
chief electrical inspec-
tor, Er. I.V Chishi, has 
been issued in the in-
terest of the public for 
their information and 
safety and to bring to 
the notice of the Elec-
trical Inspectorate of 
any breach in the rules 
in order to prevent any 
electrical accident due 
to the electricity lines. 
The IER, 1956 are as 
follows:-

1. IER, 1956 (79): Clearances from buildings of 
low and medium voltage lines and service lines 
(11,000 volts and below):

(1) Where a low or medium voltage, overhead 
line passes above or adjacent to or terminates 
on any building, the following minimum clear-
ances from any accessible point, on the basis of 
maximum sag, shall be observed:

(a) For any flat roof, open balcony, verandah  
roof and lean-to-roof –
(i) When the line passes above the building 

a vertical clearance of 2.5 metres from the 
highest point and

(ii) When the line passes adjacent to the build-
ing a horizontal clearance of 1.2 metres from 
the nearest point, and

(b) For pitched roof –
(i) When the line passes above the building a 

vertical clearance of 2.5 metres immediately 
under the lines, and

(ii) When the line passes adjacent to the build-
ing a horizontal clearance of 1.2 metres.

(2) The horizontal clearance shall be measured 
when the line is at a maximum deflection from 
the vertical due to wind pressure.

2. IER, 1956 (80): Clearances from buildings of 
high and extra-high voltage lines (11,000 volts 
and above):

(1) Where a high or extra-high voltage overhead 
line passes above or adjacent to any building or 
part of a building it shall have on the basis of 
maximum sag a vertical clearance above the 
highest part of the building immediately under 
such line, of not less than:

(a) For high voltage lines up to and including       
 33,000 volts   –  3.7 metres

(b) For extra-high voltage lines   –  3.7 metres  
 plus 0.30 metres for every additional   
 33,000 volts or part thereof.

(2) The horizontal clearance between the near 
est conductor and any part of such building 
shall, on the basis of maximum deflection due 
to wind pressure, be not less than:

(a) For high voltage lines upto and including  
 11,000 volts   –  1.2 metres

(b) For high voltage lines above 11,000 volts 
  upto and including 33,000 volts  –  2.0 metres
(c) For extra-high voltage lines  –  2.0 metres  

 plus 0.3 metres for every additional 33,000  
 volts for part thereof.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We the bereaved family 
members of Lt.Dukhrü 
would like to extend 

our heartfelt gratitude to all 
relatives, friends, neighbours, well 
wishers & loved ones who shared 
our grief and helped us through 
prayer support, financial help and 
services shown to us following our 
sad loss.

We regret our inability to thank each and every individual but it is our humble and 
sincere prayer that God Almighty continue to bless you all abundantly.

From Loving Wife, Children & Grandchildren.

We convey our special thanks to:-

Mrs & Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister 
of Nagaland 
Er.Kropol Vitsu & Family 
Ruguozelhou Paphino & Family 
Vibeilietuo Kets & Family 
Neibalie Rio & Family 
Daniel Kire & Family 
Keriho Vitso & family 
Visutha Ltu & Family  
Dr.Viral Yore & Family 
Tepunol Yore & Family 
Doctors & Nurses of Bethel Medical 
Centre, Kohima 
Ministers’ Hill Baptist Church 
(MHBC), Kohima
Baptist Church Kidima 
Kidima Baptist Fellowship, Kohima
Kidima Christian Revival Church
Kidima Village Council
Kidima Community Kohima 

K-1987

Kidima Gazetted Officers’ Krotho  
Kidima Youth Organisation
Sarenyü Lokro 
Thepfuko Krotho (KBFK) Kohima  
PWD Panchayat Kohima 
Upper PWD Council, Kohima 
Upper PWD Youth Organisation, Kohima
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Dr. Samuel W. Meshack releasing the book titled Ethnic Politics in North East India: An Academic Approach at Clark Theological College, 
Mokokchung (Left); Rev. Dr. Mar Atsongchanger inaugurating the Clark Centre for North East India Studies on Wednesday.

Northeast-centric research hub inaugurated 

Electrical inspectorate issues safety rules to prevent accident

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 18 
(EMN): A research centre 
that focuses on collection 
of books, artefacts and 
research documents on 
Northeast India was offi-
cially inaugurated by Ao 
Baptist Church Association 
(ABAM) Executive Secretary 
Rev. Dr. Mar Atsongchanger 
at Clark Theological College 
on Jan. 16.

Principal of Clark Theo-
logical College Rev. Dr. Mar 
Pongener said in his brief 
introductory note that it 
was already two years since 
the college has been seri-
ously envisioning to launch 
a research centre to help 
those doing research on 
Northeast India. To mark 
the historic landmark, 
he said he had dreamt of 
launching a book that ad-
dresses the issues and prob-
lems faced by the indig-
enous communities of the 
region and methodological 
approaches to address and 
encountering it.

Pongener thanked God 
and all those who helped 
him in making his dream a 
reality.

A book titled Ethnic 
Politics in North East India: 
An Academic Approach 
was released by the Glo-
bal President of the World 
Association for Christian 
Communication, Toronto, 
Canada, Dr. Samuel W Me-
shack on Wednesday. The 
book was edited by Mar 
Pongener, A Temjen Jamir 
and L Imsutoshi Jamir, 

and a forward by Sanjoy 
Hazarika, International 
Director, Commonwealth 
Human Rights Initiative 
and the author of Strangers 
No More and Strangers of 

the Mist.
The book is a collection 

of research papers written 
by 25 scholars from North-
east. It has four parts: First 
part is on history, identity 

and politics, second part on 
religion, culture and world-
view, third on justice, recon-
ciliation and peace, and the 
fourth on customary law, 
practices and women.
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 Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh with Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma (2nd R), 
Mizoram CM Zoramthanga (L) and Meghalaya Dy CM Prestone Tynsong  (R) during a meeting 
regarding Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI

Manipur chief minister N Biren Singh accompanied by ministers illuminating an inaugural light during 
the launching of the ‘School Fagathansi’ mission at Yumnam Huidrom Government High School in 
Manipur on Friday.
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 MIRROR CROSSWORD 2053SUD0KU 1893
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
1. A chocolate substitute
6. Encrypted
11. Request
14. Title for benevolent deities 

(Zoroastrianism)
15. Part of the reproductive structure 

in a plant
16. Chief Executive Officer
17. Water-driven turbines
19. Former Soviet space station
20. Natural satellites
21. Not those
23. Roman emperor Julius ______
27. Unhealthy vapors
28. Organizations
32. Selected by ballot
33. What most beaches are
34. A rotating mechanism
37. Something previously mentioned
38. Official tree of Canada
39. Purplish-brown
40. Conditioned Emotional Response
41. Motherless calf
42. Heart artery
43. High blood pressure
45. Cat
48. Not presently active
49. Sporting venue
50. A small herring
53. Label
54. Pertaining to marriage
60. 7th letter of the Greek alphabet
61. Regional jargon
62. Common black European thrush
63. Personification of the sun (Roman 

mythology)
64. Units of cut wood
65. Harnessed 

DOWN
1. Crow sound
2. An expression of surprise
3. Groove
4. Mineral-bearing rock
5. A female server in a tavern
6. Type of salmon

7. Roasting appliance
8. Membership fees
9. L
10. Fate
11. Highest points of 

achievement
12. Earthquake
13. A divided Asian peninsula
18. Unfermented malt
22. Possesses 23. 

Relating to citizenship
24. Positive electrode
25. An organic compound 

made from an alcohol
26. Stalk

27. Fashion or manner
29. Accepted practice
30. A nocturnal mammal of 

southeast Asia
31. Cove
34. A unit of radioactivity
35. Follow up on (2 words)
36. Intend to express or convey
38. Be gloomy or apathetic
39. An upright timber
41. Characterized by action
42. The science of animal 

structure
43. Ancient Hebrew unit of 

liquid measure

44. Ancient Middle-eastern 
kingdom

45. The ancient goddesses of 
destiny

46. Muse of lyric poetry
47. Lawful
50. Agitate or mix
51. Incite
52. The outer parts of a wheel
55. Fuss
56. Prefix indicating recent 

or new
57. Irritate
58. Beer
59. Light Emitting Diode

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1892
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Bring 80% of population under food security act — Mizo CM to Centre 
Reconsider Citizenship Bill, M’laya 
CM tells Home Minister Rajnath Singh

Bandhs against 
Citizenship Bill affect 
districts in Assam

Defence minister visits Arunachal 
along India-China border 

NFR to improve illumination levels 
in Northeast railway stations

Manipur CM launches mission to develop govt. schools 

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (PTI):  Mizoram 
Chief Minister Zoramthanga on 
Friday demanded that the Centre 
increase the coverage of benefici-
aries under National Food Security 
Act (NFSA) from 64.73 % to 80 % of 
the state population.

Zoramthanga, who raised the 
issue in a meeting with Union 
Food Minister Ram Vilas Paswan, 
also demanded higher allocation 
of sugar to all ration card hold-
ers, construction of food storage 
depots in Champhai, Siaha and 
Mamit districts and establishment 
of regional office of state-run FCI.

Presently, 7,06,296 beneficiar-
ies comprising 64.73 per cent of 
the state population are being 
covered under NFSA based on the 
2011 census.

“We talked about food supply 
situation of Mizoram. We made a 
request for additional requirement 
of rice. The minister (Paswan) said 
he will look into our demands,” 
Zoramthanga told reporters after 
the meeting. The Mizoram gov-
ernment has sought additional 
51,000 quintal monthly allocation 
of rice to cover the 80 per cent of 
the population.

Currently, the state gets about 

54,798 quintal of foodgrains on a month-
ly basis for distribution through ration 
shops.

In the meeting, Zoramthanga, who 
is also the Mizo National Front (MNF) 

chief, informed that the number of 
beneficiaries covered in Mizoram under 
NFSA is lower when compared to other 
north eastern states.

Manipur is covering 87.73 per cent 

of its population under NFSA, 
Assam (80.81 per cent), Nagaland 
(74.65 per cent) and Meghalaya 
(72.38 per cent) as per the 2011 
census.

“It is requested that the per-
centage coverage of beneficiaries 
under NFSA may be increased 
from the present level of 64.73 per 
cent to at least 80 per cent,” the 
chief minister said in the meeting.

That apart, the Mizoram chief 
minister demanded that the Cen-
tre provide extra 1,500 quintal of 
sugar on a monthly basis for dis-
tribution to all ration card holders 
in the state.

At present, sugar is allocated 
for distribution to poorest of the 
poor families of Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana (AAY) category only.

Besides, he sought establish-
ment of regional office of Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) in the 
state for better functioning and 
early reimbursement of pending 
transport subsidy of INR 55.74 
crore.

Under NFSA, foodgrains are 
sold at highly subsidised rates at 
INR 3/kg for rice, INR  2/kg for 
wheat and INR 1/kg for coarse 
grains.

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (IANS):  Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma on 
Friday urged Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh to reconsider the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill, 2016 passed in the 
Lok Sabha.

The Bill aims to remove hurdles 
for eligible migrants of six minor-
ity groups from Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan from getting Indian 
citizenship. It is expected to be tabled 
in the Rajya Sabha during Parliament’s 
Budget session. The opposition has 
strongly opposed it.

“We have expressed our concerns 
about the Citizenship Amendment 
Bill. All the coalition partners of the 
Meghalaya government as well as 
Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga 
have expressed dissatisfaction over 
the Bill. So, we have asked the gov-
ernment to reconsider the Bill. We 
hope the government reconsiders it,” 
Sangma said.

“The Home Minister has told us 

that he will look into the matter and 
will soon call a meeting of Chief Minis-
ters of northeastern states for detailed 
consultation,” he added.

Asked about his stance in case the 
government goes ahead with the Bill, 
Sangma said, “We will take a call when 
the time comes. We are still in discus-
sion with them. I don’t think it is cor-
rect time to comment on that.”

“The Bill will affect the North-East 
to a large extent. It is against the as-
pirations of the people and can have 
serious repercussions on the region’s 
law and order,” he said.

The Chief Minister, who is leading 
a delegation of the ruling Meghalaya 
Democratic Alliance government, will 
also meet Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday to discuss the Bill. 

He will also urge the Prime Minister 
to exempt Meghalaya from the pur-
view of the Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Regulation) Act, 1957, 
Coal Mines Nationalization Act, 1973.

Assam, Jan. 18 (PTI): Two 
bandhs, called by tribal and stu-
dent organisations separately 
against the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill, affected normal life in 
several districts of lower Assam 
and in Golaghat district of upper 
Assam on Friday, police said.

However, no incident of 
violence was reported from the 
bandh-hit areas, they added.

Markets, shops, educational 
institutions, banks and private 
offices remained closed, while 
the attendance in government 
offices was thin in the contigu-
ous Bodoland Territorial Area 
Districts (BTAD) of Kokrajhar, 
Baksa, Udalguri and Chirang, 
besides the adjoining Bon-
gaigaon district.

Private and public vehicles 
stayed off the roads and high-
ways in the affected districts 
due to the 12-hour bandhs that 
began from 5 am.

While the bandh was total in 
Kokrajhar and Chirang districts, 
it partially affected Bongaigaon 
district, the police said.

In lower Assam, the bandh 
was called by the Adivasi Con-
vention Committee, an umbrel-
la organisation of different tribal 
groups, demanding immediate 
scrapping of the Citizenship 
Bill and implementation of the 
Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) 
Order Amendment Bill, 2019 
that some of the tribal groups in 
Assam are opposing.

The Constitution (Sched-
uled Tribes) Order Amendment 
Bill, 2019 proposes to grant 
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to 
six ethnic communities of the 

state -- Koch Rajbongshi, Tai 
Ahom, Chutia, Moran, Motok 
and the tea tribes of Assam 
-- who form a sizeable chunk 
of the population in the north-
eastern state.

On January 11, an Assam 
bandh was called by the Co-
ordination Committee of the 
Tribal Organisations of Assam 
against the bill as it feared that 
the bill would eliminate the 
“genuine tribal people” of the 
state by enlisting the six ethnic 
groups as ST.

In Golaghat district, the 
shutdown was called by the 
Chatra Mukti Sangram Samiti 
and the All Assam Chutia Stu-
dents’ Union, demanding the 
release of four student leaders 
arrested for allegedly vandalis-
ing a Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) office in Golaghat town 
during the January 8 Assam 
bandh to protest against the 
Citizenship Bill.

To mark their protests, the 
supporters of the bandhs burnt 
tyres on National Highway 39 
and at Morongi Chariali in Nu-
maligarh town, where the Nu-
maligarh Refinery functioned 
normally, the police said.

Meanwhile, the statewide 
protests against the Citizenship 
Bill continued with black flags 
waved at BJP’s Lakhimpur MP 
Pradan Baruah at Filobari un-
der Doom Dooma in Tinsukia 
district on Friday, according to 
reports.

The members of several 
organisations and the locals 
waved black flags when the MP’s 
vehicle passed them.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN):  Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Friday visited the forward areas in 
Dibang Valley district of Arunachal 
Pradesh along India-China Border 
and inaugurated a strategically im-
portant bridge in Lower Dibang Val-
ley district.

The minister overflew the for-
ward locations along the Line of 
Actual Control and visited the Army 
post at Anini in the district located at 
the height of 5,300 feet, PRO defence 
statement said.

At the forward post, the minister 
was briefed on the operational situ-
ation and defence preparedness of 
the armed forces in Dibang Valley. 
She also interacted with the troops 

and appreciated their dedication 
and service in protecting the coun-
try’s borders in such an inhospitable 
terrain.

Later, Sitharaman inaugurated 
the Difu (Chipu) Bridge at Roing in 
Lower Dibang Valley district.

In addition to enhancing op-
erational capability, the 329 metres 
bridge will usher in economic pros-
perity for people of Namsai, Lohit, 
Anjaw and Lower Dibang Valley dis-
tricts of the state, the statement said.

Sitharaman was accompanied by 
the Eastern Army Commander, Lt. 
Gen.MM Naravane, General Officer 
Commanding of Spear Corps, Lt. 
Gen. Rajeev Sirohi and other military 
and civil officials.

Dimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): As per directives of 
Railway Minister Piyush Goyal, the railway 
administration is set to improve illumina-
tion levels at selected railway stations of 
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR).

The railway station would be upgraded 
upto airports’ standard, said Chief Public 
Relations Officer P J Sharma on Friday.

Eleven railway stations of NFR — Gu-
wahati, Katihar, Purnea, Kishanganj, Barsoi, 
Kamakhya, Lumding, Dimapur, New Tin-
sukia, Dibrugarh and Agartala have been 
identified for improvement along with 200 
stations throughout the country. 

Under this plan, Lux levels will be raised 
to 160 in concourse area, 115 in circulating 
area, 150 in waiting hall, 100 in open plat-
form areas, 200 in covered platform areas, 

150 in Enquiry -cum- Reservation office 
counter, 150 in foot over bridge, sub-way 
areas, escalators, near lifts and stairs and 50 
in outdoor parking areas, said the officer.

The NFR plans to complete the work by 
February 15.

NFR has already achieved better illumi-
nation by 100% fitment of LED lights in all 
its stations, Sharma said.

The officer said the provision of illu-
mination of stations and its surroundings 
would not only help to reduce energy con-
sumption but improved lighting will also 
provide efficient surveillance mechanism by 
addressing the security concern of passen-
gers. It also mentioned that NFR  has already 
achieved illumination by 100% fitment of 
LED lights in all its stations.

Our Correspondent  
Yumnam Huidrom, Jan. 18 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh on 
Friday launched a ‘School Fagat Hansi’ 
mission, an initiative to develop govern-
ment schools in Manipur under the state 
government mission ‘Go to Village’ at 
Yumnam Huidrom Government High 
School in Manipur.

The mission was introduced with an 
objective to give renewed thrust towards 
improvement of government schools 
both in terms of physical and manpower 
infrastructure.

Under the initiative, one government 
school each in all the 60 assembly con-
stituencies of Manipur will be developed 
as model schools in the first phase. The 
admission rate in the government institu-
tions could be encouraged by providing 
necessary infrastructures.

Addressing the function, the chief 
minister said that the ‘Go to Hill’ and the 
‘Go to Village’ missions have been suc-
cessful in connecting people with the gov-
ernment adding the government intends 

ment for awarding cash prizes to meritori-
ous students. 

It may be mentioned that in a 
Well Wishing ceremony held at Hapta 
Kangjeibung on January 28, 2018, the 
State Government announced to give 
incentive awards to meritorious students 
of Government schools, who secure posi-
tions in Class X and XII examinations. 

Earlier, the state government has 
recently launched a scheme known as 
‘Lairik Tamhansi – No Child Left Behind’ 
in which school dropouts are readmitted 
in government schools. 

Education Minister Radheshyam 
said there has been remarkable rise in 
the number of students in government 
schools in the past few of years. He said 
the state has witnessed a lot of positive 
changes and development in the state.

The new mission was conceptualised 
and launched as it is the responsibility of 
the government to provide good schools 
having adequate modern up-to-date 
infrastructure and good teachers to 
students. 

to put special focus on improvement of 
Government schools because economic 
condition of the common people is not 
improving despite government’s efforts 

as they spend huge amount of money in 
children’s education. 

Biren disclosed that INR 50 lakh was 
sanctioned by the State Planning depart-
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Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM) MD Masakazu Yoshimura at the launch of  Camry Hybrid electric vehicle, 
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India aims ‘Top 50’ rank next 
year in ease of doing biz — Modi

Mitsubishi alleges Ghosn received 
$8.9 mn. in illegal payments

Toyota launches Camry Hybrid 
at INR 36.95 lakh in India

Rupee settles 16 paise 
down at 71.19 vs USD; 
registers 2nd weekly loss

Hero Cycles to invest INR 
400 cr in hi-tech cycle valley

Samsung to 
launch Galaxy M10 
for INR 7,990, M20 
for INR 10,990

Gandhinagar, Jan. 18 (PTI):  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi Friday said 
India is aiming at being in the list 
of top 50 countries next year in the 
‘ease of doing business’ category.

The country’s ranking has 
jumped 75 places in the World 
Bank’s ease of doing business rank-
ings, Modi said. India is now ranked 
77th in the list.

“I have asked my team to work 
harder so that India is in the ‘Top 50’ 
list in ease of doing business next 
year. I want our regulations and 
processes to compare with the best 
in the world. We have also made 
doing business cheaper,” Modi said 
in his inaugural address at the 9th 
edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Global 
Summit here.

Modi said his government is 
focused on removing the barriers 
which were preventing the country 
from achieving its potential and will 
continue with the pace of reforms 
and deregulation.

Implementation of Goods and 
Services Tax and measures of simpli-
fication and consolidation of taxes 
have reduced transaction costs and 
made processes efficient, he said.

Digital processes, online trans-
actions and single- point interfaces 
have also helped in doing business 
faster, he said.

Modi said doing business smart-
er has also been the focus of his gov-
ernment. IT-based transactions in 
procurement and purchases by the 
government and digital payments 
have been steps in this direction. 
he added.

Addressing the gathering in the 
presence of political and business 
leaders from different countries, 
Modi said Indian administration has 
worked with a focus to reduce gov-
ernment and enhance governance, 
with the mantra of ‘reform, perform, 
transform and further perform’.

He said the change in terms of 
direction and intensity has been 
quite visible since the last four years 
after his government came to power.

Modi said his government has 
taken several drastic steps and deep-
er structural reforms adding to the 
strength of India and its economy.

Among these reforms was re-
moving the barriers that prevented 
India from achieving full potential, 
he said.

This has led major global finan-
cial institutions like the World Bank 
and the IMF as well as agencies like 
Moodys to express confidence in 

Indias economic journey, he said.
We will continue the pace and 

process of reforms and deregula-
tion, he said.

Modi said his governments poli-
cies have helped bring in foreign 
direct investment worth USD 263 
billion in the last four years, which 
he said is 45 per cent of the FDI re-
ceived in the last 18 years.

“Most sectors of our economy 
are now open for FDI.

More than 90 per cent approvals 
have been put on automatic route. 
Such measures have propelled our 
economy to a high growth path, 
he said.

With an average growth rate at 
7.3 per cent per year in the last four 
years, GDP expansion has been the 
highest since 1991, Modi said.

He said that challenge forIndia 
remains the need to grow horizon-
tally as well as vertically.

Horizontally, we have to spread 
the benefits of development to re-
gions and communities that have 
lagged behind.Vertically, we have 
to meet enhanced expectations in 
terms of quality of life, quality of 
services and quality of infrastruc-
ture,” he said.

Expressing the need to create job 
opportunities for the young popula-
tion, Modi said his governments 
decisions have been directed not 
just for doing business but also for 
ease of life of our people.

“We also understand that be-
ing a young nation, we need to 
create job opportunities and better 
infrastructure. Both are linked with 
investments. Therefore, in recent 
years, there has been unprecedent-
ed focus on manufacturing and 
infrastructure, he said.

Modi said his government is 
keen to raise investment in next-
generation infrastructure in roads, 
ports, railways, airports, telecom, 
digital networks and energy to help 
a ‘New India’ take shape that will be 
modern and competitive and yet 
caring and compassionate.

The Vibrant Gujarat Summit was 
conceptualised in 2003 by Modi who 
was then Gujarat chief minister to 
re-establish the state as a preferred 
investment destination within India.

The event has evolved into 
a platform for brainstorming on 
agendas of global socio-economic 
development, in addition to being 
a facilitator for knowledge sharing 
and forging effective partnerships.

Tokyo, Jan. 18 (IANS): Japa-
nese automaker Mitsubi-
shi on Friday alleged that 
ousted Nissan chairman 
Carlos Ghosn received $8.9 
million in illegal payments 
from a Netherlands-based 
joint venture between April-
November 2018.

Mitsubishi made the 
allegation in a statement 
which gave details of these 
operations, uncovered in 
an internal investigation, 
reports Efe news.

The accusation follows 
other alleged irregularities 
in Nissan, which controls 
Mitsubishi.

It said the payment was 
made by NissanMitsubishi 
BV (NMBV), a 50-50 venture 
set up in the Netherlands in 
June 2017.

The payment was done 
on the basis of an agree-
ment “concluded by a per-
son who was not authorized 
to do so (and) no appropri-
ate procedure was taken to 
pay any remuneration to 
Ghosn”. It was made as re-
muneration on the basis of 
an employment agreement 
that NMBV and Ghosn en-
tered into to appoint him 
as managing director, the 
statement said.

On April 26, 2018, both 
Mitsubishi and Nissan had 
paid approximately 15.62 
million euros in total to 
NMBV as a service fee.

The statement said the 
payment Ghosn received 
was “hidden” from Mit-
subishi but was discovered 
through the disclosure of 

information by Nissan.
Mitsubishi also said it 

“will further investigate the 
cause and consider action 
to pursue liability against 
Ghosn in collaboration with 
Nissan”.

Ghosn, who has been 
in detention in Tokyo since 
November 19, 2018, was 
chairman of both Nissan 
and Mitsubishi, but was 
removed from the positions 
after his arrest.

Tokyo prosecutors have 
accused Ghosn of under-
reporting his income by 
tens of millions of dollars 
in documents to investors 
based on an understanding 
that he would receive them 
as post-retirement compen-
sation as well as of breach 
of trust.

 New Delhi, Jan. 18 (IANS): Automobile 
major Toyota Kirloskar Motor on Friday 
announced the India launch of Camry 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle (EV) here at an ex-
showroom price of Rs 36.95 lakh.

The price would be same across the 
nation and bookings were opened from the 
day, the company said. 

The Hybrid is powered with a “2.5 litre 

4-cylinder TNGA (Toyota New Global Ar-
chitecture) Gasoline Hybrid Dynamic Force 
Engine”, Toyota said in a statement.

The new model features “Continuously 
Variable Transmission” with sequential shift 
by paddles. It also comes with nine SRS 
airbags, anti-lock braking system with elec-
tronic brake-force distribution and brake 
assist system.

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C No.4/19
NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) FOR ISSUE OF 
SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-1 OF INDIA SUCCESSION ACT 1925.

Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of Succession 
Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late Lt Jasahie Angami has been 
applied of Smti Th Honey Zeliang W/O Lt Jasahie Angami R/O H.No Sovima 
Village Dimapur Nagaland for Possession of: 

1. Pension Benefits
2. SBI A/c

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the administration 
of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased may if she/he so desire 
appear in this court on or before the said day of 18th Feb’19.

Given under the hand and seal of the court on this the 18th Jan’19.
PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

NOTICE

D-6409

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 15th Jan 19

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-19/19/9083-84 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Imsujungba -Vrs- Aienla Jamir resident of Dimapur Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.02.19.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Imsujungba
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 312
Dag No: 572, Area: 00-01-13
North: Imna LKR, South: Atsungba
East: Approach Road, West: Atovi

NOTICE

D-6410

1) Sub-editor
 Qualification : Masters Degree in Mass Communication/

         Journalism/English
2) Office Assistant
 Qualification: Graduate (Preferably with experience)

APEX VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE
Diphupar: 4th Mile Agri Expo Junction, Dimapur

ADMISSION GOING ON
Course Eligibility Duration
Nursing Assistant/ 1yr 8th Passed & Above
Patient Care Assistant   
OFFICE TIMING: 10:00 Am - 3:00 Pm
Hostel facility Available

Tuition for class 1-5 (All subjects)
Tuition Classes begin from: February 1, 2019. Time: 3 pm - 5 pm

Contact: 8974507931/9862639134/8119962193
D-6398

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, NAGALAND, KOHIMA.

Ph No.0370-2290472, Fax No.0370-2290470, E-mail-commissioner.nagaland@gmail.com

Dated Kohima, the 17th January 2018

ADVERTISEMENT
NO. CNE-A/RECT-BRD/17  : Applications are hereby invited from eligible 
candidates for the following posts under District Administration, Nagaland.
Item No. 1 : LDA cum Computer Assistant (Level 4 Pay Matrix under 7th RoP)
Item No. 2 : Dobashi (Level 5 Pay Matrix under 7th RoP)
Item No. 3 : Driver (Level 3 Pay Matrix under 7th RoP)
Item No. 4 : Grade - IV (Level 1 Pay Matrix under 7th RoP)

Sl.No District Category of Post No. of Vacancy
1

WOKHA
Dobashi (DB) 4

2 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
3 Grade-IV 1
4 TUENSANG Dobashi (DB) 3
5 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
6

MOKOKCHUNG

Dobashi (DB) 2
7 LDA cum Computer Assistant 6
8 Driver 1
9 Grade-IV 1

10 PEREN Dobashi (DB) 1
11

ZUNHEBOTO
Dobashi (DB) 3

12 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
13 Grade-IV 2
14 PUGHOBOTO Grade-IV 1
15

KOHIMA
Dobashi (DB) 1

16 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
17 Grade-IV 2
18

DIMAPUR

Dobashi (DB) 2
19 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
20 Driver 3
21 Grade-IV 1
22 NIULAND Dobashi (DB) 1
23 KIPHIRE Driver 1
24 MON Dobashi (DB) 4
25 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
26 LONGLENG Dobashi (DB) 2
27 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
28

PHEK

Dobashi (DB) 2
29 LDA cum Computer Assistant 1
30 Driver 1
31 Grade-IV 1

TOTAL  54

Educational Qualification and Age:
1. For LDA cum Computer Assistant:

a. Should be an indigenous inhabitant of the District.
b. Graduate in any discipline from a recognized University.
c. Diploma Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute.
d. Minimum age – 21 years and maximum age – 35 years, as on 19/02/2019.

2. For Dobashi:
a. Should be an indigenous inhabitant of the District.
b. Conversant in Customary Law & Practices.
b. Minimum age – 25 years

3. For Driver:
a. Should be an indigenous inhabitant of the District.
b. Driving License.
c. Class 8th Pass
d. Minimum age – 21 years and maximum age – 35 years, as on 19/02/2019.

4. For Grade – IV:
a. Should be an indigenous inhabitant of the District.
b. Land ownership claims as per Standing Government order.
c. Minimum age – 18 years and maximum age – 35 years, as on 19/02/2019.

5. Age relaxation for regular Govt. employees shall be allowed subject to a maximum of 5 (Five) Years.
6. For Candidates who are Government Employees and still serving are required to submit “No 

Objection Certificate” duly signed by the Head of the Department with name and Office Seal along 
with date of appointment.

7. Application Forms can be collected from the Office of the respective Deputy Commissioners, w.e.f. 
21/01/2019– 19/02/2019 during Office Hours (10:00 hrs to 16:00 Hrs). 

8. The last date for submission of application form is 22/02/2019.
9. Examination for the post of LDA cum Computer Assistant will be held on 02/03/2019 at 10:00 am, at 

the respective Hqs. Venue to be intimated at the time of submission of forms, by the respective DCs. 
10. Interview date for the post of Dobashi, Driver and Grade – IV will be intimated at the time of 

submission of forms, by the respective DCs. (M. PATTON) IAS
Commissioner,

Nagaland, Kohima.Issued by DIPR KG
-3
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIES & COMMERCE

email: industrynaga@gmail.com, e-fax: 08468825666
www.industry.nagaland.gov.in

Dated Kohima, the 17th January, 2019

CORRIGENDUM
NO:IND/ESSTT/APPT-GEN/550/2015:  :   In continuation to this Department’s 
Advertisement  No: IND/ESSTT/APPT-GEN/550/2015  dated the 6th December, 2018 
vide Para 3 Part-II and in pursuance to existing Guidelines of the State Government the 
Departmental Recruitment Board has decided that the maximum marks for viva voice 
will be 20 (twenty) marks and not as published.
 This is for information of all concerned.

(Er. S. Temsulong Jamir)
Director of Industries & CommerceIssued by DIPR  K
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Mumbai, Jan. 18 (PTI): The 
rupee on Friday weakened 
by 16 paise to close at 71.19 
against the US dollar amid 
rise in demand for the 
greenback from exporters 
and unabated increase in 
global crude oil prices.

This is the second suc-
cessive week of loss for the 
Indian currency. During 
the week the domestic unit 
registered a loss of 27 paise. 
In the previous week, the 
local unit had slumped by 
81 paise.

Forex traders said for-
eign fund outflows, gain 
in domestic equity market 
and stronger dollar against 
its key rival currencies im-
pacted the rupee trading 
pattern. At the Interbank 
Foreign Exchange (forex) 
market, the rupee opened 
lower at 71.12 and fell fur-
ther to touch the day’s low 
of 71.24.

The domestic currency, 
however, pared some losses 
and finally ended at 71.19 
per dollar, down by 16 paise 
against its previous close.

On Thursday, the ru-
pee had settled 21 paise 
higher at 71.03 against the 
US dollar.

“Along with rupee, the 
benchmark government 
bonds also dropped, as 
fiscal worries have contin-
ued to weigh on markets 
with Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley hinting of a possible 
‘people friendly’ budget 
ahead of general election,” 
said V K Sharma, Head PCG 
& Capital Markets Strategy, 
HDFC Securities.

Domestic equity mar-
ket closed marginally high-
er Friday. The BSE Sensex 
settled 12.53 points, or 
0.03 per cent, higher at 
36,386.61. The broader 
NSE Nifty inched up 1.75 
points, or 0.02 per cent, to 
10,906.95.

Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges 
the greenback’s strength 
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading lower 
by 0.04 per cent at 96.02.

“ICE dollar index stead-
ied during the day but was 
set for its first weekly rise 
in five weeks as doubts 
grew on the ability of other 
major global central banks 
such as the European Cen-
tral Bank to start raising 
interest rates this year,” 
Sharma said.

Chandigarh, Jan. 18 (IANS): Leading brand in cycles, Hero 
Cycles, will invest around Rs 400 crore in the Hi-Tech Cycle 
Valley project in Punjab, Chief Minister Amarinder Singh 
said here on Friday.

Hero Cycles on Friday signed an agreement with the 
Punjab government for allotment of 100 acres of land in the 
Cycle Valley which is coming up in 380 acres in Dhanansu 
in Ludhiana district.

The company will manufacture hi-tech cycles, e-bikes, 
e-vehicles and light engineering goods at the new plant.  
The agreement was signed between Punjab Small Indus-
tries Export Corporation (PSIEC) Managing Director Rahul 
Bhandari and Hero Cycles Chairman Pankaj Munjal here in 
the presence of the Punjab Chief Minister.

“The project shall attract around Rs 400 crore investment 
by Hero Cycles and its suppliers/ancillaries and generate 
close to 1,000 direct employment opportunities. The in-
dustrial park will have a production capacity of four million 
bicycles per annum and the project shall be implemented 
within 36 months,” the Chief Minister said.

Within the proposed project, Hero Cycles will develop 
its own anchor unit in 50 acres. In the remaining 50 acres, it 
will invite major national and international manufacturers 
as ancillary/vendor units. 

The Hero Group produces 10 million cycles annually, 
which accounts for 7.5 per cent of the world production, 
Munjal said.

“The upcoming Cycle Valley Project would cater to 50 
per cent demand of cycle production in India and Europe,” 
he added.

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (IANS): 
Samsung will launch two 
industry-first Galaxy ‘M’ 
smartphones in the un-
der Rs 10,000 price seg-
ment in India on January 
28 that will be available 
on Amazon. in  from 
March 5.

M10 will start at Rs 
7,990 and M20 from Rs 
10,990, reliable indus-
try sources told IANS on 
Friday.

India will be the first 
country to launch the 
new series smartphones. 
The ‘M’ series will also be 
available on Samsung’s 
online store.

The first-ever ‘M’ se-
ries smartphones with 
features like Infinity V dis-
play and massive battery 
power are being manu-
factured for the millenni-
als at Samsung’s facility in 
Noida -- the world’s larg-
est mobile phone factory.

The new range comes 
with powerful display, 
camera, battery and a 
processor.

Galaxy M20 will house 
a massive 5,000mAh bat-
tery while M10 will house 
a 3,500mAh battery.
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DAILY

PATH
Where Are  

You Headed?
BIBLE READ:  PSALM 121:1-8  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord.
~  Psalm 121:1–2

What determines our direction in life? I once heard an answer to that question in 
a surprising place: a motorcycle training course. Some friends and I wanted to 
ride, so we took a class to learn how. Part of our training dealt with something 

called target fixation.
“Eventually,” our instructor said, “you’re going to face an unexpected obstacle. If you 

stare at it—if you target fixate—you’ll steer right into it. But if you look above and past it 
to where you need to go, you can usually avoid it.” Then he added, “Where you’re looking 
is the direction you’re going to go.”

That simple-but-profound principle applies to our spiritual lives too. When we “tar-
get fixate”—focusing on our problems or struggles—we almost automatically orient our 
lives around them.

However, Scripture encourages us to look past our problems to the One who can help 
us with them. In Psalm 121:1, we read, “I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does 
my help come from?” The psalm then answers: “My help comes from the Lord, the Maker 
of heaven and earth. . . . The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and 
forevermore” (vv. 2, 8).

Sometimes our obstacles can seem insurmountable. But God invites us to look to Him 
to help us see beyond our troubles instead of letting them dominate our perspective.

Father, help me not to “target fixate,” but to look to You whenever I face fearful 
obstacles as I seek to follow You along life’s road.

Gangetic River Dolphins in the Indian 
Sundarbans Struggle With Swelling Salinity

The Empathetic Humanities Have Much to Teach Our Adversarial Culture

I
ndias national aquatic animal, 
the endangered Gangetic river 
dolphin (Platanistagangetica-
gangetica), is rarely visible in 

the waterways of the Indian Sunda-
rbans. A study sheds light on the rise 
in salinity in the water and reduced 
freshwater flow for the mammals 
disappearing act in the iconic estua-
rine habitat.

A survey of a nearly 100-km 
stretch of the Sundarbans delta in In-
dia adjoining Bangladesh, has con-
firmed the presence of the dolphin 
populations only in the westernmost 
segment, in the lower reaches of the 
river Hooghly, where the salinity is 
lower than that of natural seawater.

The mammals stayed away from 
the central Sundarbans, found the 
survey, where siltation in the water-
ways has disrupted freshwater flow 
leading to high salinity levels.

The easternmost part of the In-
dian Sundarbans having freshwater 
connectivity with river Padma of 
Bangladesh is moderately saline but 
the salinity level increases down-
stream and the southwest part of 
Bangladesh Sundarbans is hyper-
saline.

Published in the Journal of 
Threatened Taxa, the survey indi-

cates a "possible decline in the range 
of Platanistagangetica in the Indian 
Sundarbans" attributing the extirpa-
tion to a triple whammy of elevated 
sedimentation, reduced freshwater 
discharge and swelling salinity.

India's "Dolphin Man", ecologist 
RavindraSinha agreed with the find-
ings and observed that earlier, in the 
entire Sundarbans including differ-
ent water channels and tributaries/
distributaries one could spot the 
Ganges dolphins.

"Gangetic dolphins are obliga-
tory freshwater animals and they 
never enter the sea. They are found 
in brackish water zones such those 
in the Sundarbans estuary. But fresh-
water flow has declined over the dec-
ades and sea water has ingressed, in-
creasing the salinity. They are rarely 
visible now, whereas once they were 
plenty," Sinha, Vice Chancellor Na-
landa Open University, told Monga-
bay-India.

Inhabiting one of the most dense-
ly populated regions of the world, 
the Gangetic river dolphin is one of 
the only four surviving river dolphins 
globally, as the Yangtze River dolphin 
is virtually extinct, noted Sinha, one 
of the authors of the Conservation 
Action Plan for the Gangetic Dolphin 
2010-2020.

The research team included San-

gitaMitra (presently with National 
Biodiversity Authority, Chennai) and 
Mahua Roy Chowdhury, a marine 
biologist from the University of Cal-
cutta, West Bengal.

"Significant increase in salinity 
levels were documented in the river 
Ganges in India after the commis-
sioning of the Farakka Barrage," the 
study said, referring to the project in 
West Bengal that began operations 
in 1975.

Looking at the pan-India scenar-
io, Sinha explained the biggest threat 
to Gangetic dolphins is the declining 
flow in the river Ganga as erection of 
dams and barrages and water-inten-
sive agriculture in the basin contrib-
ute to the base flow petering out and 
fragmenting their habitats.

Records dating to 1879 reveal the 
freshwater-loving mammals swam 
along the entire length of the Ganga 
and Brahmaputra rivers, and all their 
tributaries from the delta at the Bay 
of Bengal till the Himalayan foothills. 
Even in the month of May, when the 
Ganga was very low, dolphins were 
seen as far up the Yamuna in Delhi.

In arrangement with Mongabay.
com, a source for environmental 

news reporting and analysis. The 
views expressed in the article are 

those of Mongabay.com. Feedback: 
gopi@mongabay.com

A
s anyone on Twitter knows, public 
culture can be quick to attack, casti-
gate and condemn. In search of the 
moral high ground, we rarely grant 

each other the benefit of the doubt. In her 
Class Day remarks at Harvard’s 2018 gradu-
ation, the Nigerian novelist ChimamandaN-
goziAdichie addressed the problem of this 
rush to judgment. In the face of what she 
called ‘a culture of “calling out”, a culture 
of outrage’, she asked students to ‘always 
remember context, and never disregard in-
tent’. She could have been speaking as a his-
torian.

History, as a discipline, turns away from 
two of the main ways of reading that have 
dominated the humanities for the past half-
century. These methods have been pro-
ductive, but perhaps they also bear some 
responsibility for today’s corrosive lack of 
generosity. The two approaches have differ-

ent genealogies, but share a significant fea-
ture: at heart, they are adversarial.

One mode of reading, first described in 
1965 by the French philosopher Paul Ricœur 
and known as ‘the hermeneutics of suspi-
cion’, aims to uncover the hidden meaning 
or agenda of a text. Whether inspired by 
Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche or Sigmund 
Freud, the reader interprets what happens 
on the surface as a symptom of something 
deeper and more dubious, from economic 
inequality to sexual anxiety. The reader’s task 
is to reject the face value of a work, and to 
plumb for a submerged truth.

A second form of interpretation, known 
as ‘deconstruction’, was developed in 1967 
by the French philosopher Jacques Derrida. 
It aims to identify and reveal a text’s hid-
den contradictions – ambiguities and even 
aporias (unthinkable contradictions) that 
eluded the author. For example, Derrida de-
tected a bias that favoured speech over writ-
ing in many influential philosophical texts 

of the Western tradition, from Plato to Jean-
Jacques Rousseau. The fact that written texts 
could privilege the immediacy and truth of 
speech was a paradox that revealed unar-
ticulated metaphysical commitments at the 
heart of Western philosophy.

Both of these ways of reading pit reader 
against text. The reader’s goal becomes to 
uncover meanings or problems that the work 
does not explicitly express. In both cases, in-
telligence and moral probity are displayed 
at the expense of what’s been written. In the 
20th century, these approaches empowered 
critics to detect and denounce the workings 
of power in all kinds of materials – not just 
the dreams that Freud interpreted, or the es-
says by Plato and Rousseau with which Der-
rida was most closely concerned.

They do, however, foster a prosecuto-
rial attitude among academics and public 
intellectuals. As a colleague once told me: ‘I 
am always looking for the Freudian slip.’ He 
scours the writings of his peers to spot when 

they trip up and betray their problematic in-
tellectual commitments. One poorly chosen 
phrase can sully an entire work.

Not surprisingly, these methods have 
fostered a rather paranoid atmosphere in 
modern academia. Mutual monitoring of 
lexical choices leads to anxiety, as an in-
creasing number of words are placed on a 
‘no fly’ list. One error is taken as the symp-
tom of problematic thinking; it can spoil 
not just a whole book, but perhaps even the 
author’s entire oeuvre. This set of attitudes is 
not a world apart from the pile-ons that we 
witness on social media.

Does the lack of charity in public dis-
course – the quickness to judge, the aversion 
to context and intent – stem in part from 
what we might call the ‘adversarial’ humani-
ties? These practices of interpretation are 
certainly on display in many classrooms, 
where students learn to exercise their mor-
al and intellectual prowess by dismantling 
what they’ve read. For teachers, showing 
students how to take a text apart bestows 
authority; for students, learning to read like 
this can be electrifying.

Yet the study of history is different. His-
tory deals with the past – and the past is, as 
the British novelist L P Hartley wrote in 1953, 
‘a foreign country’. By definition, historians 
deal with difference: with what is unlike the 
present, and with what rarely meets today’s 
moral standards.

The virtue of reading like a historian, 
then, is that critique or disavowal is not the 
primary goal. On the contrary, reading his-
torically provides something more destabil-
ising: it requires the historian to put her own 
values in parentheses.

The French medievalist Marc Bloch 
wrote that the task of the historian is under-
standing, not judging. Bloch, who fought 
in the French Resistance, was caught and 
turned over to the Gestapo. Poignantly, the 
manuscript of The Historian’s Craft, where 
he expressed this humane statement, was 
left unfinished: Bloch was executed by firing 
squad in June 1944.

As Bloch knew well, historical empathy 
involves reaching out across the chasm of 
time to understand people whose values 
and motivations are often utterly unlike our 
own. It means affording these people the gift 
of intellectual charity – that is, the best pos-
sible interpretation of what they said or be-
lieved. For example, a belief in magic can be 
rational on the basis of a period’s knowledge 
of nature. Yet acknowledging this demands 
more than just contextual, linguistic or phil-

ological skill. It requires empathy.
Aren’t a lot of psychological assumptions 

built into this model? The call for empa-
thy might seem theoretically naive. Yet we 
judge people’s intentions all the time in our 
daily lives; we can’t function socially without 
making inferences about others’ motiva-
tions. Historians merely apply this approach 
to people who are dead. They invoke inten-
tions not from a desire to attack, nor because 
they seek reasons to restrain a text’s range of 
meanings. Their questions about intentions 
stem, instead, from respect for the people 
whose actions and thoughts they’re trying to 
understand.

Reading like a historian, then, involves 
not just a theory of interpretation, but also 
a moral stance. It is an attempt to treat oth-
ers generously, and to extend that generosity 
even to those who can’t be hic etnunc – here 
and now.

For many historians (as well as others in 
what we might call the ‘empathetic’ human-
ities, such as art history and literary history), 
empathy is a life practice. Living with the 
people of the past changes one’s relationship 
to the present. At our best, we begin to offer 
empathy not just to those who are distant, 
but to those who surround us, aiming in our 
daily life for ‘understanding, not judging’.

To be sure, it’s challenging to impart 
these lessons to students in their teens or 
early 20s, to whom the problems of the 
present seem especially urgent and compel-
ling. The injunction to read more generously 
is pretty unfashionable. It can even be per-
ceived as conservative: isn’t the past what’s 
holding us back, and shouldn’t we reject it? 
Isn’t it more useful to learn how to decon-
struct a text, and to be on the lookout for la-
tent, pernicious meanings?

Certainly, reading isn’t a zero-sum game. 
One can and should cultivate multiple 
modes of interpretation. Yet the nostrum 
that the humanities teach ‘critical thinking 
and reading skills’ obscures the profound 
differences in how adversarial and empa-
thetic disciplines engage with written works 
– and how they teach us to respond to other 
human beings. If the empathetic humani-
ties can make us more compassionate and 
more charitable – if they can encourage us to 
‘always remember context, and never disre-
gard intent’ – they afford something unique-
ly useful today.

Alexander Bevilacqua is an assistant 
professor of history at Williams College, 

Massachusetts.
Recently discovered prisoner writings on the wall of Lyon’s notorious Montluc prison from which résistant and historian Marc Bloch was taken and executed by the Nazis 
on the night of the 16 June 1944. A noted historian, Bloch wrote: ‘The task of the historian is understanding, not judging.’ Photo by Bony/AP/Rex
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today you’re likely to 
feel especially romantic and sexy, and anxious 
to get together with a love partner. This doesn’t 
mean you aren’t in the mood for socializing in 

general. In fact, you may look forward to meeting with 
friends. You should be feeling especially creative, and you 
could spend a lot of your day either planning or working 
on projects.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Some deeply 
buried feelings about your mother and family 
could come up from the past today and need 
release. Don’t be afraid to show your pain and 

anger. If you’re embarrassed to do it around others, Tau-
rus, stay home and deal with it. This is a positive devel-
opment. By the end of the day you might feel as if a large 
weight has been lifted from your shoulders.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Group activities 
in your neighborhood could lead to positive 
changes in your community. You will enjoy 
exchanging ideas and information with oth-

ers, Gemini, and could come away from these activi-
ties feeling exhilarated. It might be a good idea to walk 
home, or perhaps go for coffee or a movie afterward. If 
you let the ideas buzz until bedtime, you might not be 
able to sleep.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you might 
find yourself in the public eye. Acknowledg-
ment for work well done could come your way. 
It might also involve an increase in income. 

This could be job related or simply a community project 
that you’ve been working on and accomplished success-
fully. Enjoy your 15 minutes of fame, Cancer, even though 
you might find it a bit disconcerting.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  Expanding your hori-
zons is the key for today, Leo. Communications 
received from distant states or foreign lands 
could have you entertaining the idea of travel-

ing to those places. Learning is very much on your mind. 
You’re probably curious about different cultures, ideas, 
and perspectives. Even though you might not make defi-
nite plans for travel now, you’re apt to at least consider it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Some very intense 
dreams could take you back to the past, perhaps 
your childhood or past lives. Write down any 
dreams you remember, Virgo. They might not 

make sense to you now, but if you go back and analyze 
them later, you’re likely to find that they reveal a lot about 
you that you weren’t previously aware of. They might even 
inspire new projects of some kind. Think about them 
carefully.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): An old friend you 
haven’t seen for a while could suddenly reap-
pear, and you might view this person in a dif-
ferent light as a potential business partner, 

source of inspiration, or even a romantic possibility. If this 
is your inclination, Libra, don’t write it off without giving 
it some careful consideration. Partnerships formed today 
are likely to lead to success.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re a service-
oriented person by nature, Scorpio, and today 
the opportunity to spend time serving those in 
need could well present itself. This could be in 

a professional capacity or helping someone close who’s 
having troubles of some kind. This particular situation 
won’t last long, but it’s likely to change your life in a posi-
tive way. Don’t resist. Go with the flow.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): If you’ve 
been hoping for a lucky break, Sagittarius, 
this is the day it might come, especially if it 
involves love and romance. Or you might 

have been hoping for acknowledgment on the job, in 
the field of education, or by someone who means a lot 
to you. Whatever breaks come your way are likely to 
move you emotionally. You won’t be the same. Have a 
great day.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Changes in 
your home could take place now. These are 
positive, Capricorn, though they might seem 
a bit overwhelming. Some could even be de-

scribed as upheavals. Perhaps someone moves in or out. 
It could even involve moving to a new place, redecorating, 
refurbishing, or perhaps adopting a pet. At the very least, 
expect some emotional changes within yourself.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some great 
news could change your life forever. It might 
involve a new partnership of some kind or 
opportunities in your community. At the 

least, Aquarius, it could involve changes in your out-
look and attitudes about life. You could spend a lot of 
time on the phone with friends and acquaintances. You 
will probably want to schedule a romantic evening with 
your partner.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Some changes re-
garding your career could make a difference in 
your resources. This could involve a pending 
raise or promotion or opportunities for free-

lance work outside the job. It might imply a new job, per-
haps in a creative field. Whatever work you do is likely to 
seem more emotionally rewarding than it has been, Pisces. 
This should boost your spirits considerably.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

K. M. Gopakumar | thewire.in

Eleanor Kingwell-Banham | The Conversation

Devang Mehta | thewire.in

Draft Patents Rules Undermine Safeguards Against Frivolous Patents
The government’s 
new proposals on 
patents may increase 
frivolous patents.

World’s Oldest Clove? Here’s What Our Find 
in Sri Lanka Says About the Early Spice Trade

Lab-Grown Meat Could Lead to 
the Next Agricultural Revolution

T
he Ministry of Commerce has 
floated proposed changes to 
the rules of the Indian patent 
Act.

Two of the proposed changes are 
very concerning. It proposes a new 
mechanism which will expedite de-
cisions on patent applications. This 
proposed fast-track process seems to 
come with various other compromis-
es on the functioning of India’s patent 
architecture and for protecting access 
to medicines, for example.

The monopoly of patents is often 
justified as an incentive to promote 
R&D. But in practice, patents are used 
to control competition and give fewer 
options to consumers. Towards this 
purpose, big corporations are known 
for obtaining multiple patents claim-
ing minor changes on the same tech-
nology or molecule. This practice of 
creating patent-fences adversely im-
pacts the industrial and technological 
development of countries like India, 
by preventing their firms from catch-
ing up with the latest technology.

As a technology-dependent coun-

try, India’s patents Act discourages 
patenting frivolous inventions and 
excludes patenting software, plants, 
animals or their parts and known 
chemical molecules.

But the proposed amendments to 
the Patent Rules seriously undermine 
this cautious approach of the Indian 
Patents Act on the scope of patent-
ability.

Expediting patent approvals
Patentability standards contained in 
the Indian Patents Act are considered 
to be much more stringent than in 
the US or Japan.

The Patent Office examines pat-
ent applications filed by foreign ap-
plicants as per the provisions of the 
Act and decides whether a patent 
can be granted. Therefore, a grant of 
a patent in a developed country like 
the US or Japan does not guarantee a 
patent in India.

But despite these high standards 
on paper, in practice, it is a mixed bag. 
Researchers found that the Indian of-
fice granted patents in violation of 
the patentability standard contained 
in the Act. For instance, a study shows 
that there is a 72% error rate in grant-
ing patents in the area of pharmaceu-
ticals.

Now the proposed changes for 
fast-track examination say that if a 
patent is granted in a foreign patent 
office, then the applicant can apply 
for fast-tracking of the same applica-

tion in India, provided that there is a 
bilateral agreement between the In-
dian Patent Office and the concerned 
foreign patent office.

The proposed amendment reads: 
“the applicant is eligible under an ar-
rangement for processing an inter-
national application pursuant to an 
agreement between the Indian Patent 
Office with another participating pat-
ent office”.

India recently entered into such 
an agreement with the Japanese Pat-
ent Office (JPO). At the India-Japan 
Summit Meeting on October 29, 
2018, both countries agreed to start 
a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) 
pilot programme. Under the PPH 
programme, a patent applicant can 
ask for fast-tracking a patent applica-

tion citing the granting of a patent in 
Japan. The PPH only allows for expe-
diting patent examination, without 
guaranteeing the grant of a patent in 
India.

However, the danger is in the ac-
tual working of the mechanism.

The PPH may make the Indian 
patent examiners rely on the exami-
nation report of the JPO and grant 
patents ignoring the strict patent-
ability criteria provided in the Indian 
Patents Act.

This may lead to the “harmonisa-
tion” of Indian patentability criteria 
with Japanese standards – so far the 
standards have been distinct from 
each other. But if this harmonisation 
occurs, the patent approvals in coun-
tries like Japan can end up having a 

persuasive effect on their applica-
tions in India, going against India’s 
own high standards.

It can also lead to the granting of 
patents prohibited under the Indian 
Patents Act, such as a patent on soft-
ware or a known molecule. In other 
words, the stringent standards for 
granting patents set by parliament in 
the Act would be ignored in practice.

Developed countries want to 
achieve the global harmonisation 
of patent law by removing the exist-
ing difference in the application of 
patentability criteria. Since the legal 
route to achieve harmonisation in-
volves public attention and resist-
ance, the covert way to achieve the 
goal is through initiatives like PPH, 
which would ensure harmonisation 
at the functional level.

Japan’s Ministry of Economy 
Trade and Industry (METI) website 
states: “the Japan Patent Office (JPO) 
continues supporting Japanese com-
panies to promptly acquire patents 
overseas, by expanding the PPH net-
work, as well as standardizing and 
simplifying the procedures at IP of-
fices worldwide.”

Recognising the threat of func-
tional harmonisation, India opposed 
initiative like WIPO at the interna-
tional forum. For instance, during 
the 19th Session of WIPO’s Standing 
Committee on Patents (SCP)(2014) 
India stated: India “work sharing 
would create a dividing line, i.e., the 

offices of some countries would for-
ever remain on the receiving side 
of the dividing line thus depending 
upon the product delivered by the 
other countries […], enhancement of 
the competence of the offices would 
thus be a more preferred option”.

A government official aware of this 
matter explained to this author that 
the pilot PPH for now, would confine 
itself to IT-related patent applications 
and therefore was not a great matter 
of concern. But India does not allow 
the patents on software. Even so, a 
number of patents have been granted 
on software applications.

Once a mechanism for harmoni-
sation is set up, even if confined to 
software for now, it becomes easy to 
add on other things, such as pharma-
ceuticals. This can spell danger to In-
dian and global patients who depend 
on Indian generic drugs, for example.

With all this in mind, the govern-
ment would be well advised to uphold 
the legislative intent of the parlia-
ment and the Indian Patents Act, and 
reconsider the decision to participate 
in PPH and amend the Patents Rules.

K.M. Gopakumar is a researcher 
associated with the Third World 

Network (TWN). TWN is an 
independent, not-for-profit 

organisation that carries out policy 
research and advocacy on issues 

around trade and development, with 
a focus on third world countries.

T
he history of the spice trade 
conjures up exotic images of 
caravans plying the Silk Road in 
storied antiquity as well as war-

fare between European powers vying for 
control of what, pound for pound, were 
among the most valuable commodities 
in the known world.

One of the most valuable of the spic-
es was clove – the versatile immature 
bud of the evergreen clove tree (Syzy-
giumaromaticum) which is native to the 
Maluku Islands or the Moluccas in the 
Indonesian Archipelago. Prized for its 
flavour and aroma, and also for its me-
dicinal qualities, clove quickly became 
important for its use as a breath fresh-
ener, perfume and food flavouring.

We believe we might have found the 
oldest clove in the world at an excava-
tion in Sri Lanka, from an ancient port 
which dates back to around 200BC. 
This port, Mantai, was one of the most 
important ports of medieval Sri Lanka 
and drew trade from across the an-
cient world. Not only that, but we also 
found evidence for black pepper (Piper 
nigrum), another high-value low-bulk 
product of the ancient spice trade.

Ancient history
Western knowledge of Sri Lanka dates 
back to at least 77AD, when the Roman 
philosopher Pliny the Elder wrote about 
the island as Taprobane in his famous 
Natural History. This is the earliest ex-
isting text which mentions Sri Lanka, 
however Pliny states that the ancient 
Greeks (and Alexander the Great) had 
long known about it.

Sri Lanka, wrote Pliny “is more pro-
ductive of gold and pearls of great size 
than even India”, as well as having “ele-
phants … larger, and better adapted for 
warfare than those of India”. Fruits were 
abundant and the people had more 
wealth than the Romans – as well as liv-
ing to 100 years old. No wonder then, 
that ancient Sri Lanka drew trade ships 
not only from the Roman world, but also 
from Arabia, India and China.

Decades of archaeological explora-
tion has sought to uncover evidence for 
the rich kingdoms of ancient Sri Lanka. 
Mantai (also written as Manthai and 

known as Manthottam/Manthota), on 
the northern tip of the island, was one of 
the port settlements of the Anuradhapu-
ra Kingdom (377BC to 1017AD) and has 
been recently radiocarbon dated to be-
tween about 200BC and 1400AD.

Today, the site is barely visible from 
the ground – but it is still an important 
location with Thirukketheesvaram tem-
ple sitting in the centre of the ancient 
settlement. From the air, the defensive 
ditch and banks of ancient Mantai can 
be seen covered in trees, as can the area 
where the defences were cut away to 
build the modern road.

The site was excavated in the 1980s 
– during three seasons of excavation 
an amazing array of artefacts were un-
covered, including semiprecious stone 
beads and ceramics from India, Ara-
bia, the Mediterranean and China. But 
in 1983 Sri Lanka’s civil war broke out, 
bringing an end to archaeological explo-
ration in the Northern Province, as well 
as many other areas of the island. Un-
fortunately, many of the records related 
to this archaeological work became lost 
or were destroyed, including detailed 
stratigraphic information of how the 
layers of soil excavated related to one 
another, which would have been used 
to identify how and when the site devel-
oped, prospered and came to an end.

Mantai revisited
In 2009-2010, after the end of the civil 
war, a multinational team of research-
ers went back to Mantai and began new 
excavations. Work was jointly carried 
out by the Sri Lankan Department of Ar-
chaeology, SEALINKS and the UCL Insti-
tute of Archaeology. This project aimed 
to collect as much evidence from these 
excavations as possible, including fully 
quantified and systematically collected 
archaeobotanical (preserved plant) re-
mains. The plants remains recovered 
include some of the most exciting finds 
from the site. Crucially, these include 
what were incredibly valuable spices at 
the time when they were deposited at 
the site: black pepper and cloves.

Only a handful of cloves have previ-
ously been recovered from archaeologi-
cal sites, including these from France, 

for example – other archaeological evi-
dence for cloves, such as pollen from 
cess pits in the Netherlands, only dates 
from 1500AD onwards – and there are 
no examples from South Asia.

Earlier finds of clove have been 
reported from Syria – but these have 
since largely been discredited as misi-
dentifications. The clove from Mantai 
was found in a context dating to 900-
1100AD, making this not only the oldest 
clove in Asia – but we think the oldest in 
the world.

We also found eight grains of black 
pepper at Mantai, plus a further nine 
badly preserved grains that we think are 
probably black pepper too. The earliest 
are dated to around 600AD, the time 
when international maritime trade be-
came increasingly large and well estab-
lished across Asia, Africa and Europe.
Spice wars
Clove was one of the rarest and most 
expensive spices in the Roman and Me-
dieval world. It was not grown in Sri Lan-
ka, but came from the Maluku Islands of 
South-East Asia (some 7,000km away by 
sea) for trade onwards to Europe, China 
or one of the other many regions that 
traded with Mantai.

Black pepper was also traded along 
these routes, and was most likely grown 
and harvested in the Western Ghats of 
India. Although less rare and valuable 
than clove, it was still known as “black 
gold” on account of its value in the Early 
Modern Period from 1500AD to about 
1800AD.

From the 16th century, Sri Lanka 
(then known as Ceylon) was colonised 
by various European powers, from the 
Portuguese (1500s-1600s) to the Dutch 
(1600s-late 1700s) to the British (late 
1700s-1948). They were all drawn by the 
island’s profitable trade in spices – al-
though the British turned the fledgling 
coffee industry there into an incredibly 
lucrative tea trade which is still impor-
tant to the island’s economy to this day.

But, whether or not the cloves we un-
earthed at Mantai turn out to be the old-
est in existence, the presence of the spice 
at this 2,000-year-old site is solid evi-
dence of the ancient spice trade that ex-
isted long before these wars of conquest.

Eleanor Kingwell-Banham is a 
research associate at the UCL

Cultured meat would require less 
land, less water and potentially 
produce fewer greenhouse gases.

T
here are two major arguments often made in 
favour of cultured meat: First, it eradicates a 
tradition of food production that involves ani-
mal suffering. Second, it’s a more environmen-

tally sound method of producing meat.
In 2011, one of the first studies of its kind found 

that cultured meat production would have a substan-
tially lower environmental impact than conventional 
production. This study examined how cultured meat 
production would impact energy use, greenhouse gas 
emissions and land and water use. “Despite high un-
certainty,” the authors write, “the overall environmental 
impacts of cultured meat production are substantially 
lower than those of conventionally produced meat.”

The researchers estimated these metrics for con-
ventional meat production in three different parts of 
the world: Spain, California and Thailand. Because 
we still lack data on large-scale meat culturing, the re-
searchers projected estimates for required resources 
based on pilot, small-scale experiments at the Univer-
sity of Amsterdam. They then compared their results 
with previous data on the environmental impacts of 
European beef, pork, poultry and Atlantic salmon pro-
duction.

While the researchers acknowledged their results 
have a lot of uncertainty, they found that making cul-
tured meat would use less energy than traditional beef, 
pork, or salmon production (but more than poultry). 
It would also produce 78-96% less greenhouse gases, 
as well as requiring 99% less land and as much as 96% 
less water. That’s even without considering the huge 
environmental costs of deforestation associated with 
animal agriculture (for instance, beef production alone 
accounts for anywhere from 60–70% of a country’s de-
forestation, depending on the country).

While the study did not consider the impact of 
transporting animals compared with transporting a 
cultured product, research from 2015 has shown that 
the bulk of emissions from the entire American food 
industry comes from its production – a whopping 83%. 
(Transportation, in contrast, weighs in at just 11%.)

The devil, of course, is always in the details; though 
cultured meat requires less land and water, it does re-
quire more energy. That same study published in 2015 
found that cultured meat could require both more en-
ergy inputs and land than previously suggested. The 
2015 study developed an updated computer model 
of cultured meat production, and compared their re-

sults to earlier studies. The results suggest that cultured 
meat could require more energy than conventional 
meat production – but agreed lab meat would require 
less land, less water and potentially produce less green-
house gases.

Both studies, however, emphasise that much more 
empirical data on the costs and impacts of cultured 
meat production is needed. The technology is just too 
new – and so far only performed at small scales – to 
make definitive judgments possible.

But while cellular agriculture may offer environ-
mental advantages, these will only become salient if 
lab meat makes it through some major hurdles: govern-
ment regulation, further technological development in 
order to lower costs, and of course, widespread public 
acceptance. If however, these challenges are overcome, 
cultured meat could bring almost unimaginable cul-
tural changes.

Meat production worldwide currently takes up 
about one-third of the world’s ice-free land. Meat is a 
major component of cuisine in nearly every human 
culture. Agriculture employs one in four people in 
the global workforce (a large proportion of whom are 
women), and animal rearing and feed production are 
large parts of this system. These are mind-boggling sta-
tistics, and their implications are equally staggering. A 
future with a cultured meat industry will have to deal 
with the large-scale disruption in traditional food pro-
duction, including unemployed farmers, large changes 
in feedstock production, and significantly altered land 
management. These are hardly changes that will come 
about easily.

Until now, the evolution of domesticated animals 
has been closely tied to human societies. Changing this 
relationship raises important ethical considerations, 
and right now, there are more questions than answers. 
What responsibility do humans have to breeds of cattle 
and poultry whose existence is almost entirely depend-
ent and predicated on agriculture?

Conversely, would it be a moral victory to be free of 
the necessity of killing other animals for our survival? 
What does such a judgement mean for the morals of 
the millions of people currently involved in meat pro-
duction? And do we have the mechanisms to ensure 
that land freed from animal agriculture is used in an 
environmentally beneficial manner, rather than being 
snapped up for more damaging industrial processes?

On the flip side, researchers point out that cul-
tured meat could also lead to more personalised food 
choices, where nutrient compositions could be tailored 
to suit individual biological needs. If animal slaughter-
houses become replaced by cultured meat, would that 
result in a general acceptance of animal rights? And will 
these changes increase or decrease the inequality be-
tween the Western and the developing world?

Devang Mehta is a biologist at ETH Zurich.
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New Delhi, Jan. 18 (PTI):  As the 
firestorm over Rafale deal raged 
further, the Defence Ministry 
Friday said it has given the CAG 
access to all the files relating to 
the contract and it would be best 
to await the report of the national 
auditor on the issue.

The ministry also dubbed as 
“factually inaccurate” a newspa-
per report which claimed that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
decision to buy 36 Rafale jets, in-
stead of 126 as negotiated by the 
previous UPA government, while 
bypassing mandated procedures 
pushed the price of each aircraft 
up by 41 per cent.

“The article is factually inac-
curate. It does not adduce any new 
argument. All the issues have been 
answered in detail by the Govern-
ment at various fora and most 
recently by the Raksha Mantri in 
an open debate in Parliament,” a 
defence ministry spokesperson 
said. The official also said that the 
Supreme Court has gone through 

the details of “pricing and com-
mercial advantage” but has not 
found anything adverse in the deal 
and refused to order an investiga-
tion into it.

“The Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) has been given ac-
cess to all the files related to Rafale 
deal. It is best to await the report 
of an authoritative agency like the 
CAG,” the spokesperson said.

The ministry also stuck to its 
earlier position that the pricing 
details of the deal cannot be re-
vealed as the contract is covered 
under a Indo-French agreement 
of 2008. 

The report in The Hindu 
said that the Euro 1.3 billion cost 
claimed for the ‘design and de-
velopment’ of 13 India Specific 
Enhancements (ISE), and its dis-
tribution over 36 jets instead of 
126 bare-bone aircraft, pushed the 
price up in a significant way.

The official said the report 
compared the “un-escalated price 
of 2007 with the price of 2016 with-

out considering the escalation 
factors inherent in the price bid”. 
The UPA government had started 
the process of procuring the jets 
in 2007.

The ministry spokesperson 
said the India Specific Enhance-
ments were part of the require-
ments of the Indian Air Force to 
achieve tactical superiority over 
our adversaries. 

“These were part of the 2007 
bid and continued to be part of 
the 2016 deal. The cost of the India 
Specific Enhancements was on a 
fixed basis in the 2007 bid which 
was negotiated down in the 2016 
deal,” he said.

The official, at the same time, 
added that to compare the cost 
for previous contract which never 
materialized with the cost of the 
36 aircraft procured in 2016 is “fal-
lacious”. 

“A negotiation, especially be-
tween two countries, is a com-
prehensive deal and by selectively 
picking certain aspects while ig-

noring others, creates doubts by 
vested interests on a matter of 
vital national security,” said the 
spokesperson.

The Congress has been ramp-
ing up attack on the government, 
alleging a massive scam in the Rs 
58,000-crore deal. 

The party has accused the 
PM of increasing the ‘benchmark 
price’ of the deal from 5.2 billion 
Euros to 8.2 billion Euros and al-
leged that the NDA government 
paid over INR 1,600 crore per 
aircraft against UPA’s negotiated 
price of INR 527 crore.

It was learnt that at least two 
members of the Indian negotiat-
ing team had objected to the price 
finalised for the deal.

The defence ministry spokes-
person said all views were aired 
and recorded and a collegiate 
decision taken after considering 
such opinions. 

“Decisions on the deal were 
taken after due process of inter-
ministerial consultation,” he said.

Asked about an offer of 20 
per cent discount per aircraft by 
European aerospace corporation 
EADS, the official said its accep-
tance after declaration of the L1 
(lowest bidder) would have been 
violation of the laid down norms.

“The issue of benchmarking 
and the offer of EADS to give a 
20 per cent discount are related. 
Even the UPA government had 
rightly rejected the EADS offer of 
20 per cent discount in 2012 after 
opening of bids as violative of pro-
cedure,” the official said.

He said consideration of the 
offer would have again made the 
government subject to charge of 
violating basic procedure. 

“It is best to avoid the pitfalls of 
a corporate battle which has been 
going on since 2012 which has 
adversely affected the capabilities 
of the Indian Air Force.

“The controversy should be 
put to rest in the interest of na-
tional security,” the spokesperson 
added.

Kolkata, Jan. 18 (IANS): 
Former Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Akhilesh Yadav 
on Friday said the nation 
wants a new government 
at the Centre and is waiting 
for a new Prime Minister to 
take over.

Remarking that people 
from all sections of society 
are in distress in the Naren-
dra Modi regime, the Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) Chief said 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s oppo-
sition rally on January 19 
will work as a stimulant for 
change in other parts of the 
country.

“This meeting will send 
out a message to the entire 
country. The nation is look-
ing for change, it wants a 
new government. All I can 
say is that the country wants 
a new Prime Minister. It is 
waiting for a new person at 
the helm,” said Yadav, who 
is in the city to take part in 
Banerjee’s mega-rally.

“People from all sec-
tions of society -- farmers, 

labourers, businessmen 
and youth -- are unhappy 
with the current govern-
ment at the Centre. I think 
the message from tomor-
row’s meeting in Bengal 
under Didi’s leadership, 
will act as the stimulant 
for change in many other 
places,” he said.

However, when asked 
whether Bahujan Sama-
jwadi Party (BSP) Chief 
Mayawati or Trinamool 
Congress Chief Mamata 
Banerjee could become the 
next Prime Minister, he did 
not reply.

Yadav claimed the 
SP-BSP alliance in Uttar 
Pradesh ahead of the 2019 
elections has frightened the 
saffron outfit.

“ T h e  a l l i a n c e  h a s 
brought happiness to the 
country and acted as a con-
fidence booster for many 
political parties. Since the 
alliance has taken place in 
Uttar Pradesh, anxious BJP 
and RSS leaders are holding 
meetings,” he added.

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (IANS):  India 
on Friday summoned the Deputy 
High Commissioner of Pakistan 
and lodged a strong protest over 
the Pakistan Supreme Court’s or-
der extending its powers to Gilgit-
Baltistan.

“The Deputy High Commis-
sioner of Pakistan was summoned 
today (Friday) and a strong protest 
was lodged on recent order by 
Supreme Court of Pakistan on the 

so-called ‘Gilgit-Baltistan’ which is 
an interference in India’s internal 
affairs,” the External Affairs Minis-
try said in a statement. 

“It was reiterated that the entire 
state of Jammu and Kashmir, which 
also includes the so-called ‘Gilgit-
Baltistan’ has been, is and shall 
remain an integral part of India.,” 
it stated. 

Stating that the Pakistan gov-
ernment or judiciary have no locus 

standi on territories illegally and 
forcibly occupied by it, the state-
ment said any action to alter the 
status of these occupied territories 
by Pakistan has no legal basis what-
soever.

The Supreme Court of Pakistan 
on Thursday, while giving a written 
order regarding the constitutional 
status of Gilgit-Baltistan and the 
grant of fundamental rights to its 
citizens, ruled that the powers of 

the top court also extend to the 
region.

“India rejected such contin-
ued attempts by Pakistan to bring 
material change in these occupied 
territories and to camouflage grave 
human rights violations, exploita-
tion and sufferings of the people 
living there,” said the statement. 

“Pakistan was asked to immedi-
ately vacate all areas under its illegal 
occupation.”

Srinagar, Jan. 18 (IANS):  Militants attacked 
a police station in Pulwama district with a 
grenade on Friday. This was the third such 
attack in the Valley today.

The incident took place at Kakapora 
police station in the evening. “The grenade 
exploded in the compound of the police sta-
tion without causing any harm”, police said.

The sentry at the guard post fired some 
shots in the air after the explosion.

Earlier today, militants hurled a grenade 
at a police camp in south Kashmir’s Shopian 

district which also exploded without caus-
ing any damage.

In another grenade attack militants 
targeted a paramilitary vehicle at city centre 
Lal Chowk in Srinagar.

The grenade missed the target explod-
ing on the road near the Clock Tower in the 
city centre. Window panes of some shops 
were shattered due to the explosion.

Yesterday, three local policemen were 
injured in a grenade attack in Rajbagh area 
of Srinagar city. 

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (IANS):  The Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) will be issuing an ‘instruction module’ to 
all schools to deter students from cheating, a senior Board 
official said on Friday.

The module was being worked on for quite some time 
and it has reached its final form on Friday, the official told 
IANS.

“Cheating is an individual malpractice. This year we 
are doing something special to bring down the instances 
of cheating. We will be issuing a module to the schools by 
next week. It talks about why cheating is unethical and im-
moral. It will have case studies to that effect,” the official said 
requesting anonymity. 

According to media reports, the number of cases of 
cheating during CBSE exams doubled in 2017 from the 
previous year, rising from 56 in 2016 to 119 in 2017. The of-
ficial said the number is around a similar figure in 2018 also. 

The official also assured of leak-proof exams this year. 
CBSE’s reputation of being a formidable examiner was 

delivered a blow in 2018 when question papers of Math-
ematics and Economics for Class 10 and 12 respectively 
were leaked to the students before the exams. The fiasco 
resulted in re-conducting of the Economics paper for Class 
12 students. The official also debunked reports that the 
board is conducting exams early this year due to general 
election, saying its “completely wrong” and that early exams 
have nothing to do with the elections. 

“We are conducting exams a little early this year at the 
instruction of the Delhi High Court, which had said that 
the schools results should not coincide in anyway with the 
Delhi University admission. To that effect, the results this 
year will be announced early in May,” the official said. 

Hyderabad, Jan. 18 (PTI): 
Senior TRS MLA and former 
minister Pocharam Srinivasa 
Reddy was on Friday unani-
mously elected Speaker of 
the Telangana Legislative 
Assembly.

Reddys  unanimous 
election was announced by 
pro tem Speaker Mumtaz 
Ahmad Khan in the House 
on Friday and he was con-
ducted to the chair by Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao, state Congress presi-
dent N Uttam Kumar Reddy 
and others.

Reddys nomination 
was the only one to be filed 
Thursday.

Reddys candidature was 
proposed by Rao, senior 
Congress MLA Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka and others on 
Thursday.

The ruling TRS enjoys a 
massive majority of 88 in the 
House of 119.

Thanking Rao and the 
members, Srinivasa Reddy 
said he would conduct the 
House impartially.

He hoped that he would 
get the cooperation of all 
members in conducting the 
proceedings.

Born in 1949, Srinivasa 
Reddy began his political ca-
reer in 1977 when he became 
the president of PACS (Pri-
mary Agriculture Coopera-
tive Society) from Desaipet 
village. He was elected as 
District Cooperative Central 
Bank president of his native 
Nizamabad district in 1987.

He was elected MLA for 
the first time in 1994 from 
Banswada. He was again 
elected in 1999 and 2009.

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (PTI): 
Former Union minister P 
Chidambaram on Friday 
said the country’s economy 
was in a ‘perilous state’ and 
had he been the finance 
minister of this government, 
he would have resigned.

He said the countdown 
for elections had begun and 
one did not expect anything 
better from this govern-
ment as there was nothing it 
would do in the next 60 days 
that would alter the state of 
the country’s economy.

Addressing a press con-
ference, the senior Congress 
leader said the NDA govern-
ment would not be able to 
meet the fiscal deficit target 
of 3.3 per cent, like in 2017-
18 when it missed the fiscal 
deficit target of 3.5 per cent.

“We don’t expect any-
thing better from this gov-
ernment. This is the count-
down to the elections. 
Nothing the government 
will do in the next 60 days 
will alter the status of the 
economy. 

“The state of the econo-
my is quite perilous...Every 
indicator is worrisome...So, 
we have to pray some hope 

Police personnel collect samples after a grenade attack by militants who were reportedly targeting a 
CRPF picket, at City Centre Lal Chowk in Srinagar on Friday,.

PTI

Congress senior leader P Chidambaram addresses a press 
conference in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI

and trust in the next govern-
ment,” he told reporters.

Asked what he would 
have done in this govern-
ment if he were its finance 
minister, Chidambaram 
said, “If I were the finance 
minister in the NDA gov-
ernment, then I would have 
resigned.” 

To a question on claims 
being made that the Ram 
temple would be built by 
2025, he said “I hope I live 
as long as that. We will meet 
in 2025.” 

The former finance 

minister also expected the 
government to announce 
some sops and measures 
in the Vote-on-Account, 
but said no major decision 
could be announced.

“I don’t think they have 
ever felt the need to go by 
any precedent. They make 
their own precedents,” he 
said when asked if the gov-
ernment might announce 
some big sops or schemes 
during the Vote-on-Ac-
count.

The Congress leader 
alleged that the GST collec-

tions net to the Centre were 
falling short of the target 
and the government’s net 
direct tax collection was 
also falling short of their 
budget estimate. 

“They may garner some 
money through some de-
vices but I think they will 
find it difficult to meet the 
fiscal target. I will compli-
ment them if they meet 
the target but I have my 
doubts,” he said.

On Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley mentioning the 
farm crisis, Chidambaram 
said it was no longer a secret 
that the government might 
announce some scheme in 
this regard. 

“I think every one of 
you reported the one kind 
or other package that they 
will announce. I think it is 
an almost open secret that 
they are going to copy either 
the Telengana model or the 
Madhya Pradesh model or 
the hybrid model and they 
will give away money which 
they don’t have,” he said.

Asked if it was too late 
for such a scheme he said, 
“It is for the people to judge. 
This is clearly intended to 

win votes, let us wait and 
see. I don’t think people are 
fools. People know that for 
4.5 years, you do nothing 
and you suddenly wake up 
and make these policies for 
announcements over which 
you slept over.” 

On the Congress’ mani-
festo, Chidambaram said 
it was a “looking forward” 
manifesto. 

“Our manifesto will talk 
about the next five years. 
It will also talk about long 
range vision of the party,” 
he said. 

He also rejected as 
“wrong” the claims made 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that the GDP during 
the last five years was the 
highest since 1991 for any 
government.

“It is completely wrong. 
UPA-I’s average is the high-
est for any five year period. 
The whole world knows 
that. Every economist 
knows that. Simple arith-
metic will tell you that UPA-
I’s five year growth record is 
the highest for any five years 
since Independence or even 
before Independence,” he 
said.

New Delhi, Jan. 18 (PTI):  Defence Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Friday said the government has taken a “historic” 
decision to induct women in the military police with an aim 
to enhance their representation in the armed forces. 

Women will be inducted in a graded manner to eventu-
ally comprise 20 per cent of total Corps of Military Police, 
the official handle of the defence minister tweeted.

Their role would range from probing rape and molesta-
tion cases to assisting the Army wherever required.

“To improve representation of women in our armed 
forces Smt @nsitharaman takes a historic decision to in-
duct women for the first time in PBOR (Personnel Below 
Officer Rank) role in Corps of Military Police 

“The women will be inducted in graded manner to 
eventually comprise 20% of total Corps of Military Police,” 
the handle tweeted.

Last year, Army Chief Gen Bipin Rawat said the process 
to allow women in combat role, currently an exclusive do-
main of men, was moving fast and initially women will be 
recruited for positions in military police.

Accordingly, the Army chalked out induction of approxi-
mately 800 women in military police with a yearly intake of 
52 personnel per year.

Currently, women are allowed in select areas such as 
medical, legal, educational, signals and engineering wings 
of the Army. 

The role of the military police includes policing can-
tonments and Army establishments, preventing breach of 
rules and regulations by soldiers, maintaining movement of 
soldiers as well as logistics during peace and war, handling 
prisoners of war and extending aid to civil police whenever 
required.

Earlier this month, in a written response to a question in 
the Rajya Sabha, Minister of State in the Defence Ministry 
Subhash Bhamre the Army has 3.80 per cent of its work 
force as women, the Air Force has 13.09 per cent and the 
Navy six per cent.

Jaipur, Jan. 18 (PTI):  Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot has demanded the Centre introduce 
a scheme to waive off loans of farmers across 
the country on the lines of the relief being 
provided to the ryots in Congress-ruled states.

In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Gehlot said the Congress party presi-
dent has been continuously demanding loan 
waiver of farmers and Congress ruled states 
have done the same, which has come as a 
breather for farmers.

Rajasthan has decided to waive-off short 
term loans of upto Rs 2 lakh taken from na-
tionalised banks, scheduled banks, regional 
rural banks and bhumi vikas banks, he wrote 
in the letter written on January 2, which came 
in the public domain on Friday.

Gehlot said the former government in the 
state had estimated farm loan waiver scheme 
to cost Rs 8,000 crore.

Under the previous government tenure, 
Rs 2,000 crore was proposed and the remain-
ing Rs 6,000 crore has been borne by the pres-
ent Congress government.

In such situations financial burden on the 
state is imminent, he wrote.

On Friday, the issue of farm loan waiver 
was raised by the Opposition in the Rajast-
han assembly during Zero Hour. Leader of 
Opposition Gulab Chand Kataria dubbed 
the state government’s loan waiver order as 
“handicapped” and claimed it was creating 

confusion among the farmers. Kataria asked 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot to specify how 
many farmers had benefitted from the loan 
waiver and how much money had been de-
posited in their bank accounts so far.

Responding to the opposition, Gehlot said 
the government had taken a decision and its 
implementation would take time.

“The uproar created by the opposition 
is unnecessary. Our leaders gave effective 
reply to comments, demands of BJP leaders 
but they kept disrupting proceedings of the 
house,” Gehlot told reporters outside the 
House.
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Islamabad, Jan. 18 (IANS): Jus-
tice Asif Saeed Khan Khosa, 
who part of the Supreme Court 
benches that disqualified former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
from politics and overturned 
the death penalty of a Christian 

woman jailed for blasphemy, 
was sworn in as the 26th Chief 
Justice of Pakistan on Friday.

President Arif Alvi adminis-
tered the oath to Khosa, 64, in 
a ceremony held at President 
House in the capital, Geo News 

reported. He replaced Justice 
Saqib Nisar whose tenure ended 
on Thursday.

Khosa’s oath-taking cer-
emony was attended by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, top gov-
ernment and military officials, 

Supreme Court judges, senior 
lawyers and other dignitaries. 
He is scheduled to retire on De-
cember 21, the report said.

Khosa was a member of 
the Supreme Court panel that 
in 2018 overturned the death 

penalty of Asia Bibi, a Christian 
woman jailed for blasphemy. 
The ruling sparked days of vio-
lent protests by Muslim hard-
liners.

He was also among the 
judges who disqualified Sharif 

from politics for life after cor-
ruption allegations in 2017.

Khosa introduced the agen-
da for his tenure on Thursday 
as “to attend to the causes that 
contribute towards delay in 
disposition of cases at all levels 

of the judicial hierarchy”.
He has, over the course of 

his nearly two-decade career, 
decided about 55,000 cases. A 
special bench headed by him 
decided over 10,000 cases of 
criminal nature since 2014.

Saeed Khosa sworn in as new Chief Justice of Pakistan

 
 
 
 

INVITES UNMARRIED MALE CANDIDATES TO APPEAR IN RECRUITMENT RALLY FROM 10 FEBRUARY 2019 TO 15 FEBRUARY 2019 TO JOIN AS AIRMEN  
IN GROUP ‘Y’ (NON-TECHNICAL) {INDIAN AIR FORCE (SECURITY)} TRADE AT AIR FORCE STATION BORJHAR, GUWAHATI, ASSAM FOR INTAKE 01/2020 

1.     Indian Air Force offers opportunities for UNMARRIED MALE INDIAN/NEPALESE CITIZENS from States of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland & Tripura to join as Airmen. The Recruitment Test for Group ‘Y’ (Non-Technical) {Indian Air Force (Security) [IAF(S)]} 
Trade will be held at Air Force Station, Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam as per the Selection Programme given below.   
 

2.    The Recruitment Test shall be conducted from 6 AM onwards as per the details given below. Candidates {from States of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland & Tripura} fulfilling the domicile requirements and eligibility conditions reporting up to 10 AM on 10 February 2019 & 
13 February 2019 at Air Force Station, Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam (Rally venue) shall only be permitted to appear in the Recruitment Test. 
 

Note: The Recruitment Test is not for selection as Commissioned Officers/ Pilots/Navigators.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Physical Fitness Test will be conducted at Air Force Station Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam and rest of the testing will be conducted at 11 Airmen       
Selection Centre, VIP Chowk, Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam.   

ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS 
 

 3. Date of Birth Block.  Candidates born between 19 January 1999 and  01 January 2003 (both days inclusive) are eligible to appear in the Recruitment 
Rally.  

 

4. Educational Qualification.   Candidate should have passed Intermediate / 10+2 / Class XII  or Equivalent Examination in any stream/subjects  
approved by Central / State Education Boards with minimum 50% marks in aggregate as well as in English in Class XII or equivalent examination. 
 

Note - 1:  Education Boards listed in Council of Boards for School Education (COBSE) website as members shall only be permitted. 
Note - 2:   Exact aggregate % of marks before decimal as written in the marks sheet of 10+2/Intermediate/Equivalent OR calculated as per the rules of     
concerned Education Board shall only be considered (For example 49.99% should be taken as 49% and not to be rounded off to 50%). 
 

5.  Domicile Requirement.   To be eligible to appear in the rally at Air Force Station, Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam the candidates shall be required to satisfy 
the following conditions: 
 

(a)  The School / College / Institute from where candidates have passed the qualifying   examination should be within the geographical / administrative 
limits of States of Assam or Arunachal Pradesh or Manipur or Meghalaya or Mizoram or Nagaland or Tripura.  If the name of District is not mentioned 
with the name of Institution in the certificate / marks sheet of qualifying examination, the candidates shall produce ‘Domicile Certificate’ issued by SDM/DM/
Executive Magistrate or any official authorized by the State Government of Assam/Arunachal Pradesh/ Manipur/Meghalaya/Mizoram/Nagaland/
Tripura. 
 

 (b) Permanent Domicile of State of Assam or Arunachal Pradesh or Manipur or Meghalaya or Mizoram or Nagaland or Tripura who have passed 
the qualifying examination from anywhere in India shall produce the Domicile Certificate prior to commencement of examination from appropriate authority 
as given in sub-paragraph 5(a) above. 
 

(c) Sons of serving Air Force personnel {Officer/Airmen/NCs(E) and Unit cadre Civilians paid from Defence Estimates} whose father/mother is presently 
serving in any Air Force Unit/any other Organisation located in the designated Districts (as specified in Paragraph 2 above) of State of Assam or  
Arunachal Pradesh or Manipur or Meghalaya or Mizoram or Nagaland or Tripura irrespective of their domicile status, shall be permitted to appear in the 
rally subject to production of latest SOAFP (Son of Air Force Personnel) Certificate (format available at CASB site on AFNET). 
 

(d)   Sons of Air Force personnel {Officers/Airmen/NCs(E) and Unit Cadre Civilians paid from Defence Estimates} whose father/mother is Retired/
Discharged/ Deceased and they are residing in the State  of Assam or Arunachal Pradesh or Manipur or Meghalaya or Mizoram or Nagaland or  
Tripura shall be permitted to appear in the rally subject to production of proof of minimum stay of one year along with original and photocopy of Service 
Book/Discharge Book/Casualty Service Certificate/Service Particular Certificate (issued from DPO-3/DAV, as applicable) in case of Officers/Airmen/NCs(E) 
and a Certificate duly signed by OIC Civil Admin and countersigned by CO/C Adm O of the last served unit, in case of Civilians. 

 

6. Medical Standards. 
 

(a)    General Medical Standards shall be as follows: -  
 

(i)   Chest:  Minimum range of expansion: 5 cm    (ii)    Weight:  Proportionate to height and age. (iii)     Corneal Surgery (PRK/LASIK) not acceptable.  
 

(iv)  Hearing:  Candidate should have normal hearing i.e. able to hear forced whisper from a distance of 6 meters with each ear separately.  
 

(v)   Dental:  Should have healthy gums, good set of teeth and minimum 14 dental points.  (vi)   Health:  Candidate should be of normal anatomy   
without loss of any appendages.  He should be free from any active or latent, acute or chronic, medical or surgical disability or infection and skin  
ailments.  Candidate must be physically and mentally FIT to perform duty in any part of the world, in any climate and terrain. 

 

(b)     Height, Leg Length, Visual Standards and Colour Vision are as follows:  
 
 
 
 
7.     Consumption of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substance (NDPS).  Consumption of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic substances banned under 
the NDPS Act 1985 shall be a reject criteria for selection into the IAF and Airmen found either in possession or storing or distributing or consuming such 
drugs and substances after enrolment shall be liable for disciplinary action including dismissal from the IAF.  
 

8.     Body Tattoo.    Permanent body tattoos shall not be permitted.  However, tattoos only on inner face of the fore arms (inside of elbow to the wrist), back 
(dorsal) part of the hand/reverse side of palm and for Tribals tattoos which are as per custom and traditions of their tribes may be considered.  However, right to 
decide on acceptability/unacceptability of the individual shall rest with the Selection Centre.  Candidates with permanent body tattoos shall submit two 
photographs (close up and distant view) with details of size and type of the Tattoo.  
 

9.    Only Sikh candidates, whose religion prohibits the cutting of the hair or shaving of face of its member, shall be permitted to grow hair and/or retain beard 
and moustache.  Accordingly, those Sikh candidates willing to retain the same as per laid down specification are to get their photographs with beard and  
moustache. 
 

10.    Candidates discharged from Indian Army/Indian Navy/Any other Government Organisation shall also be eligible subject to their discharge with NO  
ADVERSE ENTRIES. Such candidate has to declare at the rally venue that he is an Ex-employee of the Organisation discharged from and produce original 
Discharge Certificate. In case of serving individuals, they must be in possession of NOC from their employer at the time of Rally.  If any candidate does not 
disclose the fact of being employed or that of being an  Ex-employee, his candidature shall be cancelled at any stage during the selection process. Candidates 
discharged from Indian Air Force for any reason are not eligible to appear in the rally. 
 

11.    Writing Materials and Documents Required.  Candidates are to bring the following:-  
 

(a) HB Pencil, Eraser, Sharpener, Gum tube, Stapler and Black/Blue Ball Point Pen for writing.    
 

(b) Seven un-attested recent (taken not before January 2019) passport size colour photographs (front portrait in light background without head gear 
except for Sikhs).  The photograph is to be taken with candidate holding a black slate in front of his chest with his Name and Date of Photograph 
taken, clearly written on it with white chalk in capital letters. 
 

(c) Original and four self-attested photocopies of Matriculation Passing Certificate (required for Date of Birth verification).  
 

 

(d) Original and four self-attested photocopies of Intermediate/10+2/ Equivalent Examination Passing Certificate and Marks Sheet. 
 

(e) Original and four self-attested photocopies of Domicile Certificate (or) Original and four self-attested photocopies of duly filled Son of Air Force  
Personnel (SOAFP) Certificate (format available on AFNET CASB webpage) for Sons of serving Air Force personnel (or) Original and four self-attested 
photocopies of Service Book/Discharge Book/Causality Service Certificate/Service Particular certificate (issued from DPO-3/DAV, as applicable) in case of 
Officer/Airmen/NCs(E) and a certificate duly signed by OIC Civil Admin and countersigned by CO/C Adm O of the last served unit, in case of civilians for 
sons of retired/deceased/discharged Air Force Personnel and proof of minimum stay of one year as per Para 5 (d) above. .    
 

(f) Candidates discharged from Indian Army/Indian Navy/Any other Government Organisation. Original and four Self-attested photocopies of 
Discharge Certificate (as issued from Indian Army/Indian Navy/Government Organisation). 
 

(g) NOC in original and four self-attested photocopies from the employer for candidates presently serving in any government organization (if applicable).   

(h) Original and four self-attested photocopies of NCC ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ Certificate   (if applicable). 
 

 Note.  Under no circumstances shall the candidates be permitted to appear in the Rally without Original Educational Marks Sheets/Passing 
Certificates & Documents mentioned above in paragraph 11 (c) to (h).  However, candidates with photocopies of Educational Marks Sheets/
Passing Certificates may be permitted to appear in the Rally only on production of a certificate from College/School Principal certifying that 
Educational Certificates/Marks sheets are deposited with College/School.  
 

(j) CONSENT FORM FOR PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST AND MEDICAL TESTS. Candidates shall bring the “Consent Form’ (as per the format given 
below) to the Rally Venue (Air Force Station, Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam) and submit it before the Physical Fitness Test.  Candidates below 18 years of 
age shall get the Consent Form filled and signed by their parent/guardian. The candidates of 18 years of age and above can sign the consent form  
themselves. 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
CONSENT FORM FOR PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST AND MEDICAL TESTS  

 

(Applicable in respect of candidates both above and below 18 years of age) 
 

1.      I, ………………….son/father/guardian of ……………………..whose date of birth is …………. do hereby give my consent for myself/son/ward to appear in 
the physical fitness/medical tests, as prescribed for selection in the Indian Air Force, at my/his own risk.  I am aware that no compensation in any form shall be 
claimed, in respect of injuries/casualty if any, sustained by myself/ my son/my ward, during such tests. 

 

2.     I also certify that myself/my son/my ward do not/does not suffer from any kind of height phobia. 
 

                                             Signature……………………………………………. 
                                             Name of candidate/parent/guardian……………… 

Date:                                                                                                                                                        Relationship with the candidate………………….. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - —  - - - - - — - - - — - -    -  

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

12.    Tenure & Training.     Enrolment shall be for an initial period of 20 years which may be extended upto the age of 57 years (subject to service conditions).  
Initially, candidates shall be sent for a Joint Basic Phase Training (JBPT) at Basic Training Institute, Belagavi (Karnataka).  On successful completion of JBPT, 

 candidates will be allocated trade and sent for trade related training of specified duration which shall include Security training.  Training is however 
liable to be terminated at any time if the trainee fails to achieve the required standards in academics, profession, physical fitness and discipline or 
is found to be medically unfit.  AFTER SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ALL STAGES OF TRAINING, THE AIRMEN SHALL BE DEPLOYED 
ON JOBS AS PER THEIR ALLOTTED TRADE.  ALLOTTED TRADE SHALL NOT BE CHANGED ON CANDIDATE’S REQUEST ON ANY 
GROUNDS.      
 

13.    Candidates appearing must possess basic competency in swimming and that they would be discharged from service if they fail in swimming 
test at the Training Institute subsequently. Provisionally selected candidates are advised to learn basic swimming which could be an advantage to 
them during swimming training.  The candidates need to render an undertaking that he is not suffering from height phobia. 
 

14.    Pay & Allowances.   During training, a stipend of Rs. 14,600/- per month shall be paid.  On completion of training the starting gross  
emoluments at the minimum of scale of pay including Military Service Pay (MSP) shall be Rs. 26,900/- per month plus Dearness allowance 
(as applicable) which, in subsequent years, may rise as per the career progression of the individual. Special Force (SF) Allowance {IAF(S)}  
@ Rs. 17,300/- per month on completion of training shall be applicable to Indian Air Force (Security) Trade.   
 

15.   Other allowances such as Transport Allowance, Composite Personal Maintenance Allowance (CPMA), Leave Ration Allowance (LRA), 
Children Education Allowance, HRA etc. shall also be admissible to Airmen, as per relevant Government instructions.    
 

16.  Higher Education. Airmen shall be permitted to pursue higher education qualification only after acquiring prescribed skill grade in their trade. 
 

17.   Perks.  Perks such as Ration, Clothing, Medical facilities, Accommodation, CSD  facilities, Leave (60 days Annual and 30 days  
Casual in a Calendar year as a privilege, subject to service exigencies), Recreational facilities, Transport for school going children and 
Leave Travel Concession (LTC) shall also be provided as per the existing rules.  Group Insurance Cover of Rs. 37.5 Lakhs at a premium of 
Rs. 2300/- per month for all airmen and facility of Group Housing Scheme are also extended.    
 

18.    Job Specification of Indian Air Force (Security) Trade.   Airmen will be part of elite group of multi-faceted air warriors.  The job profile 
entails stringent physical fitness regimen, high level of discipline and involves undertaking special operations and carrying out high intensity  
security operations.   
 

Note:     Airmen shall also have to undertake any other tasks as assigned by superior authorities. 
 

SELECTION PROCEDURE 
 

19.    Verification of Eligibility.   Original Educational Certificates (10th passing Certificate and 12th passing Certificate & Marks Sheets) and other 
required applicable original documents like NCC ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ certificate, Son of serving Air Force Personnel (SOAFP) certificate  (or) , Discharge 
Book, Service Book, Service Particular Certificate/Casualty Service Certificate (or) Discharge Certificate (if discharged from Army/Navy/
Government organisation), Consent Form (signed by parents if candidate below 18 years of age) and passport size colour photographs  shall be 
required and scrutinized/verified at the examination venue prior to commencement of Physical Fitness Test to ascertain the eligibility prima-facie. 
Detailed verification will be carried out later in respect of candidates who pass Physical Fitness Test and subsequently the Written Test.   
Candidature of those who do not meet the laid down educational criteria shall be rejected during Initial verification of original certificates & 
mark sheets prior to conduct of Physical Fitness Test and also during detailed verification on clearing the Physical Fitness Test as well as  
Written Test. 
 

Note:    The original Passing Certificates / Marks Sheets will not be retained by the Selection Centre.  The same will be returned to the 
candidates on completion of detailed verification. 
 

SEQUENCE OF EXAMINATION 
 

20.    Group ‘Y’ (Non-Technical) IAF(S) Trade.     
(a) Physical Fitness Test (PFT).   

 

(i)   1.6 Km run – within 5 minutes 40 seconds:  The Candidate is to run 1.6 Kms on a marked course, within timings. 
 

(ii)   Chin up – minimum 08:   The Candidate is to hang from a bar with under-grip and pull his body upwards till the chin clears the 
bar.  He is to lower the body until the elbows are completely straight and the body is in the ‘dead hanging’ position. 
 

(iii)   Push-up (plank type) – minimum 20 :  The candidate is to place his palms flat on the ground directly underneath the shoulders 
with the elbows straight and locked.  The body is to be straight and inclined to the ground with the body weight supported by the 
hands and the toes.  The body is to be maintained straight when being lowered with only the elbows bent.  The chest is to remain off 
the floor in the lower most position. 
 

(iv)   Bent Knee Sit Ups – minimum 20 :   The candidate is to lie down flat on his back with fingers interlocked behind the head, with 
knees bent in a comfortable position. A partner is to stand on the candidate toes to prevent them from lifting. The candidate is to sit 
up to a vertical position touching the knees with his forehead and return to the starting position.   

Note:    Candidates are advised to bring their sports shoes and shorts/track pant. 
 

(b)   Written Test.   All candidates who qualify PFT will have to undertake Written Test on the same or subsequent day depending on the 
local conditions.  The Written Test will be objective type and question paper will be bilingual (English & Hindi) except for English paper.  
Answers are to be annotated on OMR sheet. Detailed procedure shall be explained before conduct of the examination. Duration of the written 
test will be 45 minutes and will comprise of English as per 10+2 CBSE syllabus and Reasoning & General Awareness (RAGA).    
CANDIDATES ARE TO QUALIFY IN EACH PAPER SEPARATELY. Results of the written test will be declared on the same day. 

 

(c) Marking Pattern for Written Test:- 
 

(i)     01 mark for every correct answer.      (ii)    Nil (0) marks for un-attempted question. 
(iii)   0.25 marks shall be deducted for each wrong answer or choosing more than one option as answer. 

 

(d) Adaptability Test-I.     All candidates who pass the Written Test will have to undertake Adaptability Test-I on the same or subsequent 
day depending on the local conditions.  Adaptability Test - I is to assess suitability of a candidate for employment in the IAF which involves 
deployment in varied geographic terrain, weather and operational conditions. 
 

(e)    Adaptability Test-II. All candidates who pass Adaptability Test-I will have to undertake Adaptability Test-II as per policy in vogue.  
Adaptability Test-II is to select candidates who can adapt to the environment of Indian Air Force and are able to adjust to the military way of 
life. 

(f)    Dynamic Factor Test (DFT).  All candidates who pass Adaptability Test-II will have to undertake Dynamic Factor Test to assess the 
required qualities to function as IAF(Security) in Indian Air Force. 

 

Note:  The question paper is a confidential document of Indian Air Force.  All candidates to note and understand that access to the question paper 
is permitted only during the examination (R) only during the examination.  Question paper in any form whatsoever will not be provided to the  
candidate after examination.  
 

21.   Medical Examination.    Candidates who qualify Dynamic Factor Test (DFT) shall be medically examined in the month of July 2019 at SMC, 
Air Force Station Tezpur.   Medical Examination shall be conducted by Air Force Medical Team as per IAF medical standards and existing policy 
in vogue.  Medical Examination would also include Baseline Investigation of: -  
 

(a)      Blood Haemogram - Hb, TLC, DLC   (b)   Urine RE/ME    (c)  Biochemistry:-  (i)  Blood Sugar Fasting & PP  (ii)  Serum Cholesterol      
(iii)      Urea, Uric acid, Creatinine   (iv)    LFT- Serum Bilurubin, SGOT, SGPT   (d)   X- Ray chest (PA view)   (e)  ECG (R)                                     
(f)       Tests for Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substance Abuse 

 

Candidates declared Medically Unfit can avail the option for Appeal Medical Board (AMB) against their Unfitness by depositing Rs. 40/- in a 
Government Treasury/RBI/SBI through Military Receivable Order (MRO).  The application for AMB along with original copy of MRO, photocopy of 
Unfitness Certificate are to be submitted to the representative of 11 ASC, AF within three working days of Medical examination.  AMB Centre will 
be  SMC, Air Force Station Guwahati/SMC, Air Force Station Jorhat. 

 

Note :     Candidates are advised to get tartar & stains removed from their teeth before appearing for the medical examination. Ears 
should be free of wax.  Candidates should be prepared to travel / stay for the medical test for four to five days under their own  
arrangement.  No TA/DA shall be admissible. 
 

22.    Publishing of PSL.  The Provisional Select List (PSL) will be displayed at 11 Airmen Selection Centre, VIP Chowk, Borjhar, Guwahati, 
Assam - 781015 on  31 October 2019.  Copies of the Display List will also be sent to District Magistrate of Guwahati, Assam (through Airmen 
Selection Centre) and will also be available at Central Airmen Selection Board webportal www.airmenselection.cdac.in. The inclusion of names 
of the candidates in the PSL depends upon the performance of the candidates in the Rally.  Inclusion of name in the PSL does not guarantee 
automatic enrolment.  Enrolment is strictly in order of merit from the PSL subject to medical fitness, availability of vacancies, not exceeding the 
age of 21 years on date of enrolment and meeting other laid down eligibility criteria as and when called for enrolment. The validity of PSL shall be 
06 months from the date of display and shall be applicable only for Intake No. 01/2020. 
 

23.     Candidates figuring in the PSL published in respect of ibid Rally and also figuring in one or more PSLs published on the same date, shall be 
called for enrolment only in any one Group/Trade as per the requirement of IAF.  President CASB reserves the right to allocate any Group/Trade 
for candidates appearing in more than one PSL published on same date.    

24.    If any such candidate absents himself or expresses unwillingness to join IAF or his candidature gets cancelled due to any reason in the 
Group/Trade in which he was called for enrolment, then the candidate shall be marked as absent/unwilling/candidature cancelled in all other PSLs 
published on the same date wherever his name figures. 
 

25.    If there is any variation between English & Hindi/any other regional language versions of the advertisement, English version shall to be taken 
as authentic. 
 

26.   Any CORRIGENDUM/CHANGES/UPDATES shall be available ONLY on our webportal www.airmenselection.cdac.in and NO INTIMATION 
SHALL BE GIVEN IN ANY NEWS PAPER/ANY OTHER MEDIA.  All candidates are required to see the website of this office from time to time. 
 

             FOR ANY QUERY CONTACT, PRESIDENT, CENTRAL AIRMEN SELECTION BOARD, BRAR SQUARE, DELHI CANTT, NEW DELHI 
– 110010, TELEPHONE NO. 011- 25694209 /25699606 AND e-mail : casbiaf@cdac.in / casb@iaf.nic.in OR COMMANDING OFFICER,         
11 AIRMEN SELECTION CENTRE, VIP CHOWK, BORJHAR, GUWAHATI, ASSAM -781015. TELE: 0361 – 2842720 (Direct), Extn : 333 and   
E-MAIL: – co.11asc-as@gov.in. 

               “IMPERSONATORS BEWARE, YOU WILL BE CAUGHT”Ê
MOBILE PHONES/ELECTRONIC DEVICES WILL NOT BE PERMITTED IN TESTING AREA 

DAVP/10801/11/0055/1819 

The Physical Fitness Test for Group ‘Y’ Indian Air Force (Security) Trade is very rigorous comprising of Run, Chin-ups, Push-ups and Bent-Knee Sit-ups.  Candidates are therefore advised to come prepared. 

CAUTION 
  SELECTION IN THE INDIAN AIR FORCE IS “FREE & FAIR” AND ON MERIT ONLY.  AT NO STAGE ANY MONEY IS REQUIRED TO BE PAID TO ANYONE FOR SELECTION OR RECRUITMENT IN THE  

INDIAN AIR FORCE.  CANDIDATES SHOULD NOT FALL PREY TO UNSCRUPULOUS PERSONS POSING AS RECRUITING/SELECTING AGENTS.   

FOR CAREER DETAILS, PROMOTION PROSPECTS, POST RETIREMENT BENEFITS, DETAILED SYLLABUS, MODEL QUESTION 
PAPERS, PROVISIONAL SELECT LIST AND ENROLMENT LIST, LOG ON TO CENTRAL AIRMEN SELECTION BOARD         
WEBPORTAL: www.airmenselection.cdac.in  

DISCLAIMER 
The terms and conditions given in the advertisement are guidelines only and orders issued by the Government as amended from 
time to time will apply for the selected candidates.   

DATEÊ ACTIVITIESÊ DISTRICTS TO BE COVEREDÊ
10 February 2019Ê Physical Fitness Test & Written TestÊ All districts of State of AssamÊ
11 February 2019Ê Adaptability Test – I, Adaptability Test II & Dynamic Factor Test (DFT)Ê
12 February 2019Ê Reserve DayÊ
13 February 2019Ê Physical Fitness Test &  Written TestÊ All districts of States of Arunachal 

Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,  
Mizoram, Nagaland & TripuraÊ14 February 2019Ê Adaptability Test – I, Adaptability Test II & Dynamic Factor Test (DFT)Ê

15 February 2019Ê Reserve DayÊ

HeightÊ Leg lengthÊ Visual AcuityÊ Maximum limits of  Ref ErrorÊ Colour VisionÊ
152.5 cmÊ Not applicableÊ Unaided visual acuity of 6/6Ê Not applicableÊ CP-IIÊ
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Actress Kangana Ranaut is determined to fight against the Shri Rajput Karni Sena, who have threat-
ened protests if the film is not screened for the outfit before theatrical release. The actress says if 
they don’t stop harassing her, she will “destroy them”.  According to reports, the Maharashtra wing 
of the Karni Sena protested against the film on Thursday alleging that the period drama “alludes 
to Rani Laxmibai’s relationship with a British officer”. The outfit -- which led a long protest against 
“Padmaavat” in 2017 -- also claimed that the film shows the queen dancing to a special number, 
saying that it is against tradition. They asked the makers of the film to show them the movie before 
its release.  “Four historians have certified ‘Manikarnika...’. We have got censor certificate as well. 
Karni Sena has been conveyed this but they are continuing to harass me,” Kangana said in a state-
ment. “If they don’t stop then they should know I am also a Rajput and I will destroy each one of 
them,” added the actress, who has directed the film along with Krish. (IANS)

Kangana Ranaut refuses to bow down to Karni Sena

Juno Pinggam entertaining the participants during the solo cosplay round at Niathu Resort in Dimapur on Fri. Jan. 18.
EM Images

5 pm: Glass (Eng)
2.30 pm 8 pm: The 

Little Boy (hindi)

12 pm: Uri (Hindi)

NAJ Winter Cosplay Wonderland-2 kicks off in Dimapur

Took me years to realise I was sexually 
harassed by a director — Swara Bhaskar 

Simon Cowell ‘stole the 
idea’ for Britain’s Got Talent

M
usic mogul Simon 
Cowell confesses 
that he ‘stole the 
idea’ for “Britain’s 
Got Talent” (BGT) 

from a rival music show.
Speaking on The Paul McKenna 

Positivity Podcast, the 59-year-old 
said he began to think up the idea for 
BGT when he said he would prefer 
to see a singing dog over someone 
taking part in another music show, 
reports dailymail.co.uk.

It comes as the ITV prime time 
mainstay is set to kick off auditions 
for its 13th series on Friday, which 
will also see host Ant McPartlin’s first 
day back at work following his drink-
driving arrest in March.

Cowell explained: “It was just an 
idea I had in the kitchen one day, I 
was watching another competing 
music show and a girl was murder-
ing Get Here by Olita Adams.

“I thought do you know what I 

would actually rather watch a show 
about a singing dog.

“And that’s how Got Talent came 
along. And we developed it over a 
year and then we sold it. And this 
show will run for 20 years.”

Cowell went on to admit he 
doesn’t like seeing his show business 
rivals performing well with TV for-
mats of their own, and likes to take 
inspiration from them and channel it 
into his own shows. 

“We see a competing show and 
think: we will take a bit of that show 
and put it into ours,” he said.

“But I am still incredibly com-
petitive. When I see a competing 
show starting to do well I actually 
feel physically sick.

“I don’t like my friends to do well. 
I really don’t. Jealousy in a weird way 
is good for you. If you are not jealous 
of your competitors you are not go-
ing to win.”

IANS

Kevidi Linyü and Ketsuzo Yhome

Kadangchie Sangm
a and Nangjenkala

 

 Tosatengai I Phom and M Angchiwa Phom

T
he second edition of the 
Nagaland Anime Junkies 
(NAJ) Winter Cosplay Won-
derland (WCW) kick started 
at Niathu Resort in Dimapur 

on Friday. 
Cosplay, a contraction for the two 

words ‘costume play,’ is a perform-
ance art in which participants called as 
cosplayers, dress up as characters from 
films, books, or video games, espe-
cially one from the Japanese genres of 
‘manga’ or anime.

Anime aficionado from around Na-
galand and various states of India came 
to witness the event on this special day. 

The cosplayers were seen present-
ing their favourite characters with 
colourful costumes, props, and wigs, 
making one feel like they are watching 
anime. 

To bring and unite all manga, 
anime, comic, and video game lovers is 
one of the main goals behind organis-
ing the two day annual event.

On the first day (Friday), three 
groups competed for the World Cos-
play Summit (WCS) India local prelims. 

Tosatengai I Phom and M Angchi-
wa Phom, who cosplayed as ‘Rabo’ and 
‘Yato’ from the Japanese anime ‘Nor-
agami,’ emerged as the winner. They 
will be participating for the finals today.   

Meanwhile, Ati and Zaza, who 
cosplayed as ‘Elsa’ from the movie ‘Fro-
zen,’ were selected as the winner in the 
solo round. Juno Pinggam, a national 
cosplayer from Arunachal Pradesh was 
the event host while Reika, an inter-
national cosplayer from Japan was the 
main judge.

It is to be mentioned that Naga-
land, under the aegis NAJ, received the 
chance to host the India’s final prelims 
for the World Cosplay Summit 2019 
which will be held today from 10:00 
am onwards. World Cosplay Summit is 
one of the largest global annual cosplay 
festivals held in Nagoya, Japan.

While talking to Eastern Mirror, 
one of the members of NAJ, Alo Semy, 
told this reporter that NAJ is based in 
Kohima and it started as a fan page in 
Facebook back in 2011. He said that the 
group consists of nine members with 
Biebe Natso as the founder and the 

team leader. 
Semy said that they hosted the first 

annual NAJ cosplay in 2013 in Kohima. 
He said that the WCS in India is being 
managed by Anime Pop Mall which is 
based in Delhi. “WCS India hosts such 
events in different states of the country. 
Previously, Bangalore hosted the event. 
This time, Nagaland got the chance 
to host it. The winner will be given a 
chance to have a free trip to Japan,” he 
added.

One of the participants, Kadan-
gchie Sangma (21), who came all the 
way from Tura, Meghalaya participated 
in day’s event. She cosplayed as ‘Yuuki 
Konno’ from the anime, ‘Sword Art On-
line – 2.’ She said it was her third time 
participating in a cosplay event and 
it took her one month to prepare her 
costume and three hours to dress up.

The winners, Tosatengai I Phom 
and M Angchiwa Phom, told this 
reporter that they had four years of 
experience and had spent INR 4000 
and a week of preparation for the 
competition.

Altogether nine finalists from vari-
ous states including Nagaland will be 
competing at the India’s final prelims 
for the World Cosplay Summit 2019

Eastern Mirror Desk

Nagaland debuts to India’s final prelims 
for the World Cosplay Summit 

A
ctor Swara Bhaskar has revealed she was 
sexually harassed by a director but it took 
her nearly six to eight years to realise what 
had happened as the culture doesn’t teach 
women to recognise predatory behaviour. 

Swara, without taking any names, said the harass-
ment happened at workplace and the director was 
being “predatory.” 

“It took me 6-8 years to realise when I heard 
someone else talk about their experience of harass-
ment at a panel discussion like this. I was like God, 
what happened to me 3 years ago was actually sexual 
harassment at work place! I never realised it because 
like you said, I escaped. Because the person did not 
touch me and I managed to ward it off,” Swara said. 

“I would just tell myself that this director is 
being... whatever, but that is not the full truth. The di-
rector was not being an idiot or an ass, he was being a 
predator,” she added. 

Swara was speaking at a panel discussion on the 
life of Harvey Weinstein at &PriveHD’s Prive Soiree. 
Actor Dia Mirza, Anand Patwardhan were also part of 
the discussion.

The actor said she wasn’t able to recognise that 
pattern or behaviour because as a culture “we do not 
teach our girl children to recognise predatory behav-
iour for what it is.” 

“There is so much of culture of silence, around 
sexuality in India, around the issue of sexual harass-
ment, actually not just In India, everywhere around 
the world that we are just going through are lives 
without recognising it properly. We just recognise the 
discomfort.” 

Before moving to Mumbai, Swara lived with her 
parents in Delhi, who had a university background, 
and so was very aware of things, but said “the real 
world is the world.” 

She said she came to the film industry thinking 
if someone dares to proposition her, she will show 
them her “upbringing and values” but nothing of this 
sort had happened. 

“It is really sad, because then slowly I began to 
realise that I am just not recognising it. Because we 
are so endured to handle and manage things. Since 
childhood, if anything happens there is no one to tell 
you that this is sexual harassment,” she said. 

The “Veere Di Wedding” actor said women avoid 
taking legal route because they face a hostile society.

“First of these things is completely inhospitable 
and hostile society and a culture that actively or sub-
consciously enables predators... We should use this 
moment to not just talk about the one predator that 
got caught and got glamourised.

“But we should also talk about the culture that 
enables these predators to reach the position of 
power they do. So, it’s also a question of making our-
selves aware of many things that go into legitimising 
predatory behaviour,” she added.

PTI
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FC Barcelona’s Ousmande Dembele, second from right, celebrate scoring a goal against Levante’s during a Spanish King’s Cup round of 16 soccer match 
at the Camp Nou stadium Barcelona, north eastern Spain on Jan. 17.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer and Paul Pogba 

Champion team Sechii-Zubza Youth Organisation with the chief guest Sh Sarbjit Singh DIG (OPS) CRPF Kohima 
and others after the U-21 football final match at the WAPO ground on Fri. Jan. 18.

The participants of AIFF D’ License Course, with Roko Angami and William Koso at Zhadima on Fri. Jan. 18.

Manny Pacquiao is hunting another knockout display against Adrien Broner in Las Vegas on Saturday.

Manny Pacquiao ready for 
Broner in Las Vegas return

AIFF D’ license course underway at Zhadima

Dembele double helps Barca defeat 
Levante but threat of disqualification looms

Pogba praises Solskjaer for 
revitalising MU’s attack

Sechü-Zubza youths win U-21 football championship Argentina and USA win on day-
two of women polo tourneyDimapur, Jan. 18 (EMN): 

Sechü-Zubza Youth Or-
ganisation and Unified 
Sporting Club Kiruphema 
won the U-21 football 
and senior men volleyball 
championship title organ-
ised by 78th Bn CRPF in 
collaboration with Sechü-
Zubza Football Club at the 
WAPO ground, in Kohima 
on Fri. Jan. 18.

In football,  Sechü-
Zubza Youth Organisa-
tion defeated Darlins Club 
Khonoma in the final 
match by 4(2) - 2 (2) via 
tiebreaker to emerge as the 
winner. In volleyball final 
match, Unified Sporting 
Club Kiruphema beat Dar-
lins Club Khonoma with 
the set of 3-1 win. 

The chief guest Sh Sar-

bjit Singh DIG (OPS) CRPF 
Kohima gave away prizes 
to the winners. 

Meanwhile, Thejasek-
ho Sorhi bagged the best 
goalkeeper award; Meno-
hiekho Nakhro was ad-
judged as the best player 
while Thejaseto Gwirie 
became the highest scorer 
in football tournament.

In volleyball tourna-
ment, the best wing spiker 
award was awarded to Ke-
virielie while the best set-
ter and best player award 
went to Menosielie and 
Raja.

Altogether, eight teams 
from three villages; Kir-
uphema, Jotsoma and 
Sechü - Zubza participated 
in both the games during 
the two-day tournament 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 18 (EMN): 
Defending champion Ke-
nya women polo team 
lost to Argentina women 
polo team on the second 
day of the five-day long 
4th edition of the Manipur 
Statehood Day Women’s 
Polo Tournament here at 
the Mapal Kangjeibung on 
Fri. Jan. 18.

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t 
which will continue till 
Jan. 21 is organised by All 
Manipur Polo Associa-
tion under the sponsor-
ship of the Department 
of Tourism. Four foreign 
countries -USA, Kenya, 

Canada and Argentina be-
sides two other domestic 
teams –IPA-India and IPA-
Manipur are participating 
in the tournament.

After winning its first 
match against Indian 
Polo Association-Manipur 
on inaugural match on 
Thursday, Argentina team 
defeated Kenya by a goal 
margin of 7-3. 

The scorers of Argen-
tina team are Martina Gar-
rahan (4),Elina Braun (2) 
and Victoria Mihano(1) 
while the scorers of Ke-
nya team include Hiromi 
Nzomo (2) and Georgina 
Millar(1).

In another match, 
United States of America 
Women Polo team beat 
Canada by a goal margin 
of 8-1. The American team 
scorers are Megan Carter 
Judge (3), Cindy Halle (2), 
Anina Winslew and Caro-
lyn Stimmel (1) while the 
lone scorer of Canada was 
Hailey Vander Burgt.

On the first match of 
the opening day on Thurs-
day, Canada trounced 
Indian Polo Associa-
tion (IPA-India) by 7-4 
goals while in the second 
match, Argentina beat 
host IPA-Manipur team by 
a margin of 5-3 goals.

London, Jan. 18 (Reuters): Manchester United have redis-
covered their attacking verve under caretaker manager Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer, midfielder Paul Pogba has said.

Solskjaer replaced Jose Mourinho in December and 
has made the most successful start by any manager in the 
club’s history, winning his first six games in all competi-
tions.

The 45-year-old has abandoned the stifling defensive 
approach favoured by Mourinho and tried to reinstate 
the free-flowing football that was the hallmark of United’s 
most successful sides under Alex Ferguson.

 “The way we are playing we have more possession of 
the ball. We know more where to attack and where to go,” 
Pogba told Sky Sports ahead of Saturday’s Premier League 
home game against Brighton and Hove Albion.

“We have more of a pattern of play and more of a struc-
ture. That makes it easier for everyone.”

Pogba, who was often asked to fill an unfamiliar de-
fensive midfield role under Mourinho, has been granted 
greater attacking freedom by the Portuguese’s successor 
and has responded with four goals and four assists in his 
last five matches.

Pogba also credited the form of goalkeeper David de 
Gea for their recent run.

“He’s obviously one of the best, if not the best, goal-
keepers in the world and when we need him he is there,” 
Pogba said.

Barcelona, Jan. 18 (AFP): 
Barcelona overturned a 
first leg defeat to beat Le-
vante in the Copa del Rey 
on Thursday but could 
yet be thrown out of the 
competition after being 
accused of fielding an in-
eligible player.

Barca won 3-0 at the 
Camp Nou, with Lionel 
Messi setting up two Ous-
mane Dembele goals and 
then scoring himself to 
seal a 4-2 victory on ag-
gregate.

Their  place in the 
quarter-finals, however, is 
under threat after Levante 
president Francisco Javier 
Catalan confirmed shortly 
before kick-off that the 
club would lodge a com-
plaint to the Spanish Foot-
ball Federation on Friday.

Levante claim Barce-
lona defender Juan Bran-
dariz ‘Chumi’ played il-
legally in the first leg as he 
should have been serving a 
suspension.

“Whatever happens on 
the field of play today, Le-
vante are going to take this 
situation to the Federation 
tomorrow,” Catalan said 
earlier on Thursday.

“We feel that there is a 
solid enough precedent to 
back up the club’s decision 
to do so.”

Chumi was banned 
after he received a yellow 
card playing for Barcelo-

na’s B team in the Segunda 
B division.

Barcelona, however, 
insist a change in the rules 
in November means the 
suspension does not carry 
over into the Copa del Rey.

“There were never 
any doubts about Chumi, 
none,” Barca coach Er-
nesto Valverde said. “We 
did everything right. To-
morrow we will be in the 
draw, we have no doubts, 
not before and not now.”

Levante may feel prec-
edent is on their side after 
Real Madrid were disquali-
fied from the Copa del Rey 
in 2015 for fielding De-
nis Cheryshev, despite the 
player being suspended.

Madrid had overlooked 
Cheryshev receiving three 
yellow cards while playing 
for Villarreal in the compe-
tition the previous season.

“I tried to focus on the 
game,” Levante coach Paco 
Lopez said. “I understand 
that the club does what it 
thinks is right. There are 
rules we all have to follow.”

Barcelona were cer-
tainly worthy winners on 
the pitch at the Camp Nou 
and, as it stands, will join 
Real Madrid, Sevilla, Real 
Betis, Valencia, Girona, 
Getafe and Espanyol in the 
last eight of a tournament 
they won, as well as La 
Liga, last year.

That domestic dou-

Los Angeles, Jan. 18 (AFP): 
Manny Pacquiao is aiming 
to offer fresh evidence that 
life begins at 40 when the 
Filipino veteran takes on 
Adrien Broner on Saturday 
in his first fight in Las Vegas 
for more than two years.

Pacquiao, who cele-
brated his 40th birthday 
last month with a lavish 
birthday party in the Phil-
ippines, defends his WBA 
regular welterweight crown 
against Broner at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena.

It is the Filipino’s first 
bout on US soil since a 
unanimous decision win 
over Jessie Vargas in the 
Nevada boxing and gaming 
capital in November 2016.

Since then, Pacquiao’s 
career has followed an un-
certain trajectory, with a 
shock defeat to Australia’s 
Jeff Horn in Brisbane in 
2017 followed by a year-
long absence from the ring.

Pacquiao (60-4-2, 39 
knockouts) made a tri-
umphant return in Kuala 
Lumpur last July, scoring 
his first knockout win in six 
years with a seventh-round 
stoppage of Argentina’s 
Lucas Matthysse.

That impressive return 
paved the way for Satur-
day’s bout with the 29-year-
old Broner, who boasts 33 
wins, 24 by knockout in his 
38-fight career.

While Pacquiao insists 
he is looking no further 
than Saturday’s contest 
against Broner, many ob-

servers view the fight as 
a stepping stone towards 
a possible rematch with 
Floyd Mayweather follow-
ing their money-spinning 
2015 superfight.

“My plan is one at a 
time,” Pacquiao told AFP. “I 
cannot say about the future 
until January 19. After that 
we’ll have a press confer-
ence. Leave it as a question 
mark for now.

“I’ve accomplished 
what I wanted to accom-
plish. But I want to main-
tain my name at the top 
and to show that even at 40 
years old I can still give the 
best of Manny Pacquiao, 
the speed, the power, ev-
erything.”

Broner meanwhile has 
bristled at any suggestion 

Pacquiao is already looking 
past him towards a bigger 
payday.

“People are talking a 
lot about Pacquiao fighting 
Floyd Mayweather again, 
but I’m pretty sure Floyd 
is retired,” Broner said this 
week. “I feel like people are 
trying to throw me to the 
wolves and overlook me.

“Manny Pacquiao has 
done a lot for the sport. 
I’m going to beat him up 
and have a drink with him 
afterward...I’m going to 
dominate and win.”

Killer instinct back
Perhaps significantly, Pac-
quiao’s preparations have 
been strengthened by the 
return to his corner of train-
er Freddie Roach.

Roach and Pacquiao 

split following the 2017 de-
feat to Horn, when Pac-
quiao apparently took um-
brage at Roach’s statement 
that his political career in 
the Philippines -- he was 
elected to the Philippine 
Senate in 2016 -- was in-
compatible with boxing.

“After the fight in Aus-
tralia, I explained to Manny 
that being a Senator and 
being a professional cham-
pion boxer is very difficult,” 
Roach told AFP.

“That training camp 
was up and down -- some-
times he’d get out of the 
Senate at three o’clock in 
the afternoon, sometimes 
10 o’clock at night. But we 
still had to train. His sched-
ule was not great, I felt.

“I wasn’t telling him 

which way to go or any-
thing, I just said ‘I think 
you should do one or the 
other.’ So then we didn’t 
speak for a long time. I 
called Manny’s number a 
couple of times and left a 
message, but no response. 
So then I took it I was 
fired.”

The bond forged dur-
ing a successful 15-year 
partnership, however, was 
not so easily discarded. 
The two men reconciled 
in November after a press 
conference in Los Angeles.

“Manny called me up 
and said ‘Can I meet you 
at the hotel?’,” Roach re-
vealed. “I said ‘Yeah sure’. 
We had a little meeting.

“He said ‘I’m sorry I 
didn’t invite you to the last 
fight’. I said ‘Forget about 
it, that’s gone. Where are 
we at right now?’. And we 
started negotiating like we 
always have done.”

Roach, who has shared 
the training duties with 
Pacquiao’s friend Buboy 
Fernandez, has been im-
pressed by the Filipino’s 
performance in camp.

“He hit me a shot in the 
chest the other day and my 
whole body went numb,” 
Roach said. “His power is 
unbelievable.

“I’m excited for this 
fight.  He got his first 
knockout in six years in 
his last fight and it feels 
like he’s carried it over into 
this fight. He’s got that 
killer instinct back.”

Zhadima, Jan 18 (EMN): 
A weeklong All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF) D’ 
License Course under the 
aegis of Nagaland Football 
Association (NFA) and ini-
tiated by Nagaland Foot-
ball Coaches Association 
(NFCA) got underway at 
Zhadima village in Kohima 
district on Jan. 18.

Altogether, 22 football 
coaches from Delhi, Mani-
pur, Mon, Peren, Phek, Di-
mapur, Mokokchung and 
Kohima have registered 
for this course which will 
continue till Jan. 23

The inaugural pro-
gramme was chaired and 
introduced by NFCA presi-
dent Roko Angami while 
NFCA technical director & 
instructor William Koso led 
the technical session.

The ‘D’ license course 
under the banner of AIFF 

has provided an ideal intro-
duction to football coach-
ing. 

The course is open to 
any person over 18 years 
of age having football play-
ing experience, a passion 
for football, an interest in 
coaching and the motiva-
tion to improve skills and 
understanding.

NFCA was launched in 
2016 with the primary ob-
jective to develop football 
in Nagaland.

NFCA was initiated by 
former international and 
professional footballer 
Roko Angami and well 
known and established 
coach William Koso to get 
together all certified foot-
ball coaches and work un-
der a specific management 
system.

With Roko Angami as 
president, NFCA presently 

comprises 85 coaches with 
2 AFC A’ License holders, 
5 AIFF C’ certified and 78 
AIFF D’ certified.

With its motto “Make 
Football Happen,” NFCA 
had so far conducted sev-
eral free football grassroot 
camps covering Dimapur, 
Kohima, Jalukie, and Pfut-
sero.

T h e  c a m p  y i e l d e d 
much success and enabled 
some upcoming football 
talents to get into estab-
lished academy across the 
country, the Association 
informed.

NFCA is also engag-
ing in efforts to get more 
trained coaches and it col-
laborated work with AIFF 
to conduct AIFF D’ License 
Course. This in turn will 
pave the way for AIFF C’ 
License and higher course, 
the Association stated.

ble arguably took its toll 
in Europe, however, and 
Valverde has been under 
pressure to afford his key 
players more rest this sea-
son. Barca play Lyon in the 
Champions League last 16 
next month.

Messi started, along 
with fellow regulars like 
Jordi Alba, Clement Len-
glet, Ivan Rakitic and Ar-

thur. Luis Suarez, Gerard 
Pique, Sergio Busquets and 
Marc Andre ter Stegen all 
began on the bench.

Barcelona were domi-
nant from the outset, as a 
curling Messi free-kick was 
pushed wide and Philippe 
Coutinho, excellent again, 
shot over.

Messi and Arturo Vi-
dal both went close and 

finally in the 30th minute, 
Dembele made the break-
through, latching onto 
Messi’s pass before bun-
dling the ball into the net.

A minute later, the 
Frenchman had a second. 
Coutinho found Messi on 
the break and he slipped 
free the sprinting Dem-
bele, who ran round Aitor 
Fernandez and scuffed 

the ball home off the goal-
keeper’s outstretched leg.

Levante were still only a 
goal away from extra-time 
but Messi ended any hopes 
of a comeback.

Dembele freed Nelson 
Semedo down the right 
and he found the Argen-
tinian in the middle. A 
chipped finish was all it 
needed.

held at WAPO ground.
The two-day tourna-

ment was organised under 
civic action program to 

bridge the gap between the 
public and security forces.
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Vintage Dhoni, Chahal star in India's 
maiden ODI series win Down Under

Malaysia Masters: Saina tames 
Okuhara to enter semis, Srikanth loses

Maria Sharapova stuns Wozniacki as 
ice men Nadal and Federer plough on

AP/PTI

Russia's Maria Sharapova celebrates after defeating Denmark's Caroline Wozniacki in their third round match at 
the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Fri. Jan. 18.

AP/PTI

Saina Nehwal of India returns a shot to Nozomi Okuhara of Japan during the women's singles quarterfinals of 
the Malaysia Masters badminton tournament in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Fri. Jan. 18.

AP/PTI

India cricket players pose with the Border‚Gavaskar Trophy after beating Australia in the third and final one day international cricket match in 
Melbourne, Australia on Fri. Jan. 18.

Melbourne, Jan. 18 (IANS): 
Leg-spinner Yuzvendra 
Chahal's heroics with the 
ball were complemented 
well by former skipper Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni's third 
consecutive half-century 
as he anchored India's run 
chase to beat Australia by 
7 wickets in the third ODI, 
and clinch their first ever 
bilateral series win here.

With the 2-1 One-Day 
International (ODI) series 
win, India have completed 
their tour Down Under 
without losing a series. 

The Kohli-led men in 
blue had earlier registered a 
historic 2-1 win in the four-
Test series while drawing 
the preceding three-match 

T20I rubber 1-1.
At the Melbourne Crick-

et Ground (MCG) on Friday, 
Australia paid the price for 
dropping the dangerous 
Dhoni on nought, as the 
veteran stumper, who has 
recently been at the receiv-
ing end of critics, came up 
with another defiant and 
calm half-century to guide 
the Indians home in style.

Promoted to No.4, Dho-
ni first raised a strong 54-
run third wicket stand with 
skipper Virat Kohli (46) and 
thereafter took India home 
with an unbeaten 121-run 
stand with Kedar Jadhav (61 
not out).

Dh o n i ' s  u n b e a t e n 
knock of 87 came off 114 

balls and was studded with 
six hits to the fence.

After the departure of 
the in-form opening duo 
of Rohit Sharma (9) and 
Shikhar Dhawan (23) with 
the Indian scoreboard tick-
ing 59/2, Kohli and Dhoni 
laid the foundation for the 
chase.

Fresh from a century in 
the second ODI at Adelaide, 
Kohli looked set for another 
trademark chase but after 
facing 62 balls and striking 
three fours, the India cap-
tain was caught behind off 
Jhye Richardson.

With India still needing 
118 runs for a win, Dhoni 
carried on in the company 
of new man Jadhav and the 

highlight of their fourth 
wicket partnership was 
stealing the odd singles 
and converting them into 
twos.

The 37-year-old Dhoni, 
who was dropped first ball 
by Glenn Maxwell at back-
ward point, made the most 
of the life as he battled 
cramps to eventually get to 
a hat-trick of half-centuries 
this series.

With the tourists need-
ing 66 off the last 10 overs, 
Dhoni and Jadhav, who 
also got to a hardworking 
half-century, ensured there 
were no hiccups and went 
about their business as 
usual to eventually guide 
the team home.

Kuala Lumpur, Jan. 18 
(PTI): Saina Nehwal script-
ed a hard-fought straight-
game win over former 
world champion Nozomi 
Okuhara of Japan to enter 
the women's singles semifi-
nals but a fighting Kidambi 
Srikanth crashed out of the 
USD 350,000 Malaysia Mas-
ters here Friday.

Seventh seeded Saina, 
who had a 8-4 head-to-
head record against Oku-
hara before Friday, fought 
back from 9-15 and 14-18 
down in the two games 
to extend her dominance 
over the second-seeded 
Japanese with a 21-18 23-21 
win in a 48-minute quarter-
finals at the Axiata Arena.

"Again a great match 
with @nozomi_o11 .. nice 
to b on the winning side 
..21-18 , 23-21 #quarterfi-
nals #malaysiamasterssu-
per500," tweeted Saina after 
the match.

The 28-year-old from 
Hyderabad, who had won 
the title in 2017 and was 
a runners-up in the 2011 
edition, will face a tough 
test next when she faces 
three-time world champion 
Carolina Marin of Spain on 
Saturday.

Saina has defeated 
Marin five times and has 
lost to the Spaniard as many 
times in the last 10 meet-
ings.

However,  Sr ikanth 
squandered a one-game 
advantage to go down 23-21 

Melbourne, Jan. 18 (AFP): 
Maria Sharapova stunned 
defending champion Caro-
line Wozniacki to sweep 
into the Australian Open 
last 16 Friday and join ice 
men Rafael Nadal and Rog-
er Federer, who clinically 
disposed of their oppo-
nents.

The Russian five-time 
Grand Slam winner, who 
has struggled since return-
ing from a drugs ban in 
2017, was at full throttle in 
ending the Dane's dream of 
a second major title.

Sharapova won 6-4, 4-6, 
6-3 with the roof closed 
on Rod Laver Arena and 
will next play in-form local 
hope Ashleigh Barty, who 
bounced Greece's Maria 
Sakkari, for a berth in the 
quarter-finals.

"I thought the level was 
quite high. I knew it would 
be a tough match," said the 
2008 champion, who has 
been in sizzling form at the 
tournament as she chases 
her first Slam title since Ro-
land Garros in 2014.

"These types of match-
es are what I train for and it 
was really rewarding to win 
that last point," added the 
30th seed.

Second seed Nadal 
cal led  young 
Australian Alex 
de Minaur "one 
of the best in 
t h e  w o r l d " 
ahead of their 
evening clash, 
then proceed-
ed to hand him 
a tennis lesson, 
d i s m a n t l i n g 
the teenager 
6-1, 6-2, 6-4.

"I hit a good serve and 
played a solid game," said 
the 2009 champion who is 
searching for an 18th Grand 
Slam title. He paid tribute to 
De Minaur, who saved six 
match points.

"He's a big fighter and 
super quick. Alex has an 
amazing future."

Na d a l ' s  re w a rd  i s 
a meeting with Tomas 
Berdych, who rallied to beat 
Argentine 18th seed Diego 
Schwartzman 5-7, 6-3, 7-5, 
6-4.

The Czech veteran 
reached the semi-finals in 
2014 and 2015 but is un-
seeded this year as he re-
turns from a back injury 
that almost forced his re-
tirement last year.

Swiss great Federer was 
also on fire in taming big-
serving American Taylor 
Fritz 6-2, 7-5, 6-2 to stay on 
track for a third successive 
title at Melbourne Park and 
a 21st Grand Slam crown.

On a rain-affected day 
that delayed play on out-
side courts, the 37-year-old 
showed no mercy to the 
21-year-old in his 100th 
match on the centre court 
in Melbourne.

"I had a really good feel-
ing out here today against 
someone who can be dan-
gerous," said Federer after 
reaching the Melbourne 
fourth round for the 17th 
time -- more than anyone 
else ever.

"Taylor played really 
well. He is going to have 
many more years on tour 
playing at this level."

The double 
d e f e n d i n g 
champion is 
gunning for a 
record seventh 
Australian title. 
If he goes on to 
win the tour-
n a m e n t ,  h e 
wil l  become 
the first man 
ever to claim 

seven or more crowns at 
two Slams, having already 
won eight Wimbledons.

Next up for him is fi-
ery Greek 14th seed Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas, who beat 
Georgia's 19th seed Nikoloz 
Basilashvili 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 
(9/7), 6-4.

The man who lost to 
Federer in the final last year, 

DG-815

Interestingly, Dhoni 
also completed 1000 ODI 
runs in Australia on Friday.

Earlier, Australia's vul-
nerability to quality leg-
spin was exposed by Cha-
hal, who returned with his 
second overseas fifer to 
help India restrict the hosts 
for a meagre 230.

Playing his first match 
of  the ser ies,  Chahal 
wreaked havoc in the Aus-
tralian line-up, returning 
a career-best 6/42 as the 
home batsmen seemed to 
have no clue about playing 
the leggie.

After pacer Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar got rid of the 
openers -- Aaron Finch (14) 
and Alex Carey (5) -- and 
reduced the hosts to 27/2, 
Chahal ripped through the 
middle order, taking the 
crucial wickets of the in-
form Shaun Marsh (39) and 
Usman Khawaja (34) in his 
very first over.

The leggie then re-
turned to remove all-
rounder Marcus Stoinis 
(10) before ending a stiff 
45-run seventh wicket 
stand between top-scorer 
Peter Handscomb (58) and 
Jhye Richardson (16).

His sixth victim was his 
opposite number in the 
Aussie camp Adam Zampa 
(3) even as Australia's in-
nings ended by the 49th 
over.

Brief scores: 
Australia 230 (Peter 

Handscomb 58, Shaun 
Marsh 39, Usman Khawaja 
34; Yuzvendra Chahal 6/42, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar 2/28) 
lose to India (Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni 87 not out, 
Kedar Jadhav 61 not out, 
Virat Kohli 46; Jhye Rich-
ardson 1/27) by 7 wickets.

Marin Cilic, battled back 
from two sets down, sur-
viving two match points to 
beat Spain's Fernando Ver-
dasco in a 4hr 18min epic.

My brand of tennis
Barty beat Greece's Sakkari 
7-5, 6-1, with the 15th seed 
yet to drop a set in her best 
performance at Melbourne 
Park.

She has won seven of 
eight matches this month 
to back up a title victory 
in Zhuhai late last year to 
shape up as a dangerous 
opponent for Sharapova.

"It's getting to the point 

now where I'm feeling more 
and more comfortable on 
the court and can play my 
brand of tennis, which 
when I execute I know it 
works against the best in 
the world," said a confident 
Barty.

No Australian woman 
has won the season-open-
ing Grand Slam at Mel-
bourne Park since Christine 
O'Neill in 1978.

Germany's second seed 
Angelique Kerber, the 2016 
title winner, steamrolled 
Australian youngster Kim-
berley Birrell 6-1, 6-0 as the 

Wimbledon champions 
continued her under-the-
radar progress.

Meanwhile, unseeded 
American Amanda Ani-
simova continued her 
dream run, ousting 11th 
seed Aryna Sabalenka in 
straight sets. The 17-year-
old will play eighth seed 
Petra Kvitova for a place in 
the quarter-finals.

Russia's  Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova also ad-
vanced, crushing Aliaksan-
dra Sasnovich for a show-
down with fifth seed Sloane 
Stephens.

16-21 17-21 to fourth seed 
Korean Son Wan Ho in the 
men's singles quarterfinals 
that lasted an hour and 12 
minutes.

The women's singles 
match started on an even 
keel as both Saina and Oku-
hara fought hard, moving 
together till 9-9. Okuhara 
registered six straight points 
to create a huge gap but 
Saina showed her mettle as 
she slowly erased the deficit 
and grabbed a 17-16 lead at 
one stage.

Okuhara made it 17-17 
before Saina closed out the 
opening game by grabbing 
the remaining points.

The Indian was 4-2 
up early on in the second 
game but Okuhara jumped 
to a 8-5 lead before Saina 
wrested a 11-9 advantage 
at the break.

After the interval, Saina 
led till 14-12 but Okuhara 

reeled off six points to take a 
comfortable 18-14 lead. But 
Saina again slowly started 
dominating the rallies and 
clawed her way back to 
19-19.

Okuhara then squan-
dered two game points be-
fore Saina converted the 
first match point that came 
her way to secure the semi-
final berth. 

Srikanth, who was on 
an unbeaten run at the re-
cently-concluded Premier 
Badminton League, had 
recovered from a 4-11 defi-
cit to pocket the first game 
but he couldn't breach a 4-9 
gap in the second game to 
allow Son to take the game 
into the decider. 

The seventh seeded 
Indian then wasted a 5-1 
advantage in the third game 
to allow Son march ahead 
after leading 11-10 at the 
break.


