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In this image issued by the House of Commons of British Prime Minister Theresa May, centre right, looks on as MPs 
announce that she has lost a vote on her Brexit plan Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2019.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The Lotha 
Hoho on Wednesday termed the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill of 2016 as 
“anti-Naga.”

According to the organisation, 
said Bill passed by the Lok Sabha on 
the Jan. 8  seems to be the ultimate 
concern for the minority ethnic peo-
ple, especially of the Northeast India, 
and particularly for the Nagas. “But 
why do our Naga leaders not only 
keep mum but also do nothing to 
make use of the provisions available 
for protection of the Naga people 
whom they are representing? Or are 
our leaders leading us to doom? 

“When the LS passed the Bill, 
what was our Nagaland MP doing? 
Did he raise any voice; even if not 
heeded? Why are the Naga tribal 
and other organisations keeping 
quiet and nothing? Of course, the 
Nagaland state has provisions such as 
BEFRA 1873, Article 371 A, 16- Point 
Agreement, to make use of for our 
protection. Whatever Constitutional 
provisions or Agreements that we 
may have, we need to make use of 
the provisions by ourselves and when 
asked/objected; to clarify and claim 
the provisions. Else who will come to 
offer us the benefits of the provisions? 

“In fact all the provisions of 16-
Pont Agreement need to be claimed 
by us and in particular Clause 1, 11,12 
and 13 (to be under External Ministry, 

Financial Assistance, Restoration 
of Transferred Reserved Forests, 
Consolidation of Contiguous Naga 
Areas).  When all these provisions are 
already available for us why waste 
time in negotiation? Just make use 
of the provisions and adhere to them 
since provisions are already written 
and available,” it stated. 

It was of the view that “our Na-
galand state leaders do not seem to 
care to know the provisions for our 
safeguard. Instead of making use of 
the provisions, our leaders become 
restless and in their hurry to please 
the Central leaders, accept Acts and 
policies without caring to ponder on 
the consequences of adopting such 
policies, e.g. the women reservation. 

“In spite of having all the above 
provisions, Nagaland became the 
first state to adopt the 33% women 
reservation. Also when we have the 
Clause 12 of 16-Point Agreement, 
for Restoration/Transfer of Reserved 
Forests (taken out to Assam from 
Naga Hills earlier), back to Naga-
land, why bother to counter in the 
Supreme Court in which Assam had 
filed a Litigation in 1998, for claims of 
Naga lands.   

Concerning the Citizenship Bill,  
it stated that “even the world’s most 
powerful nation, the USA, which has 
one of the most liberal policies for 
immigrants, has shut down the govt. 

for the sake of building a wall across 
the Mexican border, so as to prevent 
immigrants crossing into the USA. 
What do we infer from such actions 
of other people? They all want protec-
tion from immigrants!

“…will the Naga leaders, in par-
ticular the Naga legislators, choose 
their people or BJP and money/
power? Have we elected them to 
stand for our rights, our protection, 
our welfare, our identity or to hunt 
for money and power? The Naga 
leaders need to bear in mind that 
the Nagas have not elected them to 
argue among themselves; but to do 
our welfare and to protect us. Have 
our leaders done their part to do 
what the Naga people expect them 
to do for the Naga people? Yes, no 
problem for constructed arguments 
for the good of your people; but not 
for satisfying your personal ego and 
whims. The Naga people, whom you 
represent, are becoming more aware 
and many know much better than 
you do and so do not exhibit your 
negative attitudes, we are watching 
and observing you!  

“The Lotha Hoho urges the Naga 
leaders to act before the Bill gets 
through the Rajya Sabha. Once the 
Bill gets through the Rajya Sabha no 
amount of Resentment will undo that 
which have been done by the parlia-
ments,” the statement read. 

London, Jan. 16 (PTI): In a hu-
miliating defeat for embattled 
British Prime Minister Theresa 
May, her divisive divorce deal 
with the European Union was 
overwhelmingly rejected by 
MPs, triggering a no-confidence 
motion against her government.

May's bid to get the With-
drawal Agreement, struck be-
tween London and Brussels, 
was rejected by 432 votes to 202 
- a majority of 230, the biggest 
defeat ever suffered by a British 
premier in modern history.

Within minutes after the 
defeat of the Brexit deal in the 
House of Commons, Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn said he 
has tabled a formal motion of 
confidence in the government, 
backed by other opposition 
leaders, which MPs would vote 
later on Wednesday.

Corbyn described Prime 
Minister May's defeat "cata-
strophic" and said backing the 
"botched and damaging" deal 
would be a "reckless leap in the 
dark" for the UK.

Britain is set to exit the 
28-member European Union, 
which it joined in 1973, on March 
29. With just over two months to 
go until the scheduled departure 
on March 29, Britain is still unde-
cide on what to do.

May, 62, has spent two years 
negotiating the divorce plan 
aimed at bringing about an 
orderly Brexit and setting up a 
21- month transition period to 
negotiate a free-trade deal with 
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Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 16 
(EMN): Minister Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer 
on Wednesday demanded 
to implement the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) in 
the state of Nagaland. 

Speaking at  a pro-
gramme to mark the 6th 
Longpok Semchir  Te-
longjem Mungdang at 
Mokokchung on Wednes-
day, Longkumer said: “As 
BJP president NRC should 
be implemented in Naga-
land.”

When queried about the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Bill, Longkumer simply re-
plied, “To safeguard the 
Naga people against any 
infringement we should 
strengthen the roots of our 
tradition and culture beliefs 
and practices.”

He also added that 
“safeguarding the tradi-
tional and cultural identity 

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
The ruling Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party has got over 93 
per cent of donations of 
above Rs 20,000 received 
by national political parties, 
during 2017-18, pocketing 
Rs 437.04 crore of the total 
Rs 469.89 crore donated by 
corporates and individuals.

According to a report 
by election watchdog, the 
Association for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR), a total of 
4,201 donations of above 
Rs 20,000, amounting to Rs 
469.89 crore were declared 
by the seven national par-
ties for the year.

Of the total donations, 
BJP got the lion's share with 
2,977 donations followed 
by the Congress which 
has declared receiving Rs 
26.658 crore.

The total donations re-

ceived by the BJP is more 
than 12 times the aggregate 
declared by the rest of the 
national parties-- Congress 
(INC), Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP), Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP), Com-
munist Party of India (CPI), 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) (CPI-M) and All 
India Trinamool Congress 
(AITC).

The total donations of 
the national parties, dur-
ing the year dipped by Rs 
119.49 crore from the previ-
ous year.

The BJP's donations 
have decreased by 18 per 
cent from Rs 532.27 crore 
it received in 2016-17 while 
the Congress' donations 
decreased from Rs 41.90 
crore in 2016-17 to Rs 
26.658 crore during 2017-
18.

The Mayawati-led BSP 
declared that it did not re-
ceive any donations above 
Rs 20,000 during the year.

It is mandatory for po-
litical parties to provide 
details of all donations of 
more than Rs 20,000 to 
the Election Commission 
annually.

Of the total donations, 
1,361 amounting to Rs 
422.04 crore were made by 
corporate/business sec-
tors while 2772 individual 
donors donated Rs 47.12 
crore in the year.

The CPI-M garnered Rs 
2.75 crore from 196 dona-
tions, while the NCP col-
lected Rs 2.08 crore through 
42 donations. The CPI got 
Rs 1.14 crore from 176 do-
nations while Trinamool 
Congress got Rs 20 lakh 
from 33 donations.

Imphal, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Manipur Chief Minister N. 
Biren said on Wednesday 
that his BJP-led coalition 
government will oppose 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2018 until there 
was a clause to protect 
the indigenous communi-
ties of Manipur and other 
northeastern states.

Biren ahd recently took 
a team of state leaders to 
Delhi which submitted 

a memorandum to the 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh. The minister 
is reported to have assured 
the representatives that 
interests of the N-E people 
will be protected.

Biren said his govern-
ment is urging the Centre 
to get President's assent to 
the Manipur Peoples (Pro-
tection) Bill, 2018 which 
was passed by the Assem-
bly a few months back. 

"The interest of north-east 
people should be safe-
guarded because the re-
gion has small communi-
ties," he added.

He said the stand of 
the Manipur government 
is clear: it will oppose the 
Citizenship Bill till full pro-
tection for the indigenous 
people is guaranteed and 
the Manipur Peoples (Pro-
tection) Bill, 2018 is given 
assent by the President.

Meanwhile, protests 
against the Citizenship 
Bill in parts of the state 
continued on Wednesday 
amid heavy police deploy-
ment.

Activists said the Citi-
zenship Bill came at a time 
when the people of Ma-
nipur were demanding 
introduction of the Inner 
Line Permit system to reg-
ulate the entry and stay of 
outsiders in the state. 

Guwahati, Jan 16 (IANS): Amid the 
growing chaos over Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016, Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
on Wednesday reiterated that he is 
not going to betray the Assamese 
people.

"The people of Assam have 
made me Chief Minister with lots 
of trust and confidence. I have not 
come here to betray the Assamese 
race. I shall work for the develop-
ment of Assam till the last moment 
by taking into confidence my MLAs 
and the party MPs," said Sonowal 

at a meeting in Dhubri district's 
Chapar on Wednesday.

"I have not taken the responsi-
bility of Chief Minister just for the 
sake of being a Chief Minister. I am 
here to establish peace in the state 
keeping the ideologies of Dr Bhu-
pen Hazarika and Hemanga Biswas 
in mind and uniting the people of 
Barak and Brahmaputra ... and of 
hills and plains," he said, adding that 
development is not possible without 
peace and harmony.

The pressure seems to be 
mounting on the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP)-led government in the 
state over growing opposition to the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016. 
The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has 
already snapped ties with the saffron 
party over the issue, while hundreds 
of organisations in the state are op-
posing the Bill.

The AGP has already announced 
its agitation against the Bill to be 
started from Friday.

Even BJP legislators Rituparna 
Baruah, Padma Hazarika and Atul 
Bora have expressed their disagree-
ment to the Bill.

Brussels.
Her deal included both the 

withdrawal agreement on the 
terms on which the UK leaves the 
EU and a political declaration for 
the future relationship.

But it faced opposition across 
Parliament, from MPs who want 
either a further referendum, a 
closer relationship with Europe, 
to stop Brexit altogether or the 
UK to leave without a deal.

May, who survived a no-con-
fidence vote by her own Con-
servative Party in December, has 
told MPs she will return to the 

Commons with an alternative 
plan next week, provided she 
survives the confidence vote.

"The House has spoken and 
this government will listen," she 
said on Tuesday night, offering 
cross-party talks to determine a 
way forward.

Pro-Brexit Conservative MPs 
does not like the prime minister's 
deal to withdraw from the EU, 
but they really hate the prospect 
of a Labour government under 
the hard-left Corbyn. Thus, Brit-
ish media has predicted that 
Prime Minister May may survive 

Wednesday's confidence vote.
Hardline Brexiteers and Re-

mainers opposed the agreement 
for different reasons. Many feared 
that Britain could lock itself into 
an unfavourable trading relation-
ship with the EU.

Over 100 lawmakers of May's 
Conservative party - both Brex-
iteers and Remainers - over-
whelmingly voted against the 
deal, leading to the worst parlia-
mentary defeat for a government 
in recent British history.

The crushing defeat also 
marks the collapse of her two-

year strategy of forging an amica-
ble divorce with close ties to the 
EU after the March 29 exit.

Following her defeat in the 
House of Commons, May said 
that the MPs have established 
what they are against but not 
what they are for.

"The house has spoken and 
the government will listen. It is 
clear that the house does not 
support this deal but tonight's 
vote tells us nothing what it does 
support.

"Nothing about how, or even 
if, it intends to honour the deci-
sion the British people took in a 
referendum Parliament decided 
to hold," she said.

"I ask members on all sides 
of the house to listen to the Brit-
ish people who want this matter 
settled and work with the govern-
ment to do just that," May said.

According to the Britain's 
parliamentary procedure, when 
a bill is rejected by the MPs, the 
prime minister has three sitting 
days to return to Parliament with 
a Plan B.

It is expected that May would 
head to Brussels on Wednesday 
to try and secure further conces-
sions from the EU before coming 
back to UK Parliament with a 
new proposal.

This could be put to vote by 
the MPs. Should this also fail, the 
Government would have another 
three weeks to come back with 
another alternative.

If the withdrawal agreement 
never gets through with Parlia-

ment, then in all likeliness the UK 
will crash out of the EU without a 
deal on March 29.

This would mean overnight 
EU laws and customs and the 
free movement of goods, services 
and people will cease.

European leaders reacted to 
Tuesday's vote with dismay but 
gave no indication they were will-
ing to make concessions.

Several have warned of in-
creased chances of a no-deal 
Brexit, which many MPs fear will 
cause chaos at ports and damage 
industry.

Michel Barnier, the EU's chief 
Brexit negotiator, said Brussels 
"profoundly regrets" how the 
UK's MPs voted, after two years 
of negotiation "based on the red 
lines of the British government".

"It is up to the British authori-
ties today or tomorrow to assess 
the outcome of this vote and up 
to the British Government to 
indicate how we are going to take 
things forward on March 29 to an 
orderly withdrawal," he said.

European Commission Presi-
dent Jean-Claude Juncker said: 
"I urge the United Kingdom to 
clarify its intentions as soon as 
possible. Time is almost up." 

European Council President 
Donald Tusk has appeared to 
suggest that the UK should stay 
in the EU.

"If a deal is impossible, and 
no one wants no deal, then who 
will finally have the courage to 
say what the only positive solu-
tion is?" he tweeted. 

in the midst of any Bill is 
more important because it 
is the best way to be identi-
fied.”

Earlier, the minister 
graced the valedictory func-

tion of the 6th Longpok 
Semchir Telongjem Mung-
dang at Town Hall, here in 
m Mokokchung. 

In his address, the min-
ister asserted that in the 

current Naga context there 
is a tremendous clash be-
tween the traditional and 
modern culture where the 
young generations are con-
fused.

He also lamented that 
the rich cultural heritage left 
behind by our forefathers is 
rapidly disappearing and 
many youngsters do not 
know about their cultural 
background as “globalisa-
tion has captured the entire 
world.”

Longkumer explained 
that the current generations 
are connected with internet 
24x7 where they “copy the 
alien cultures and become 
alienated with the culture 
that define them.”

“The clash of ideolo-
gies is occurring because 
the young generation learn 
knowledge from books but 
they forget their cultural 
heritage,” the minister as-
serted.

In this connection, he 
also cautioned that “we are 
going to be endangered spe-
cies if we lost our cultural 
heritage and identity”, and 
called upon that delegates 
to let the young genera-
tion know and learn about 
where they come from and 
preserve the cultural herit-
age.

“If you want to march 
ahead, educate the youths; 
let them inherit the rich cul-
tural heritage, teach them to 
fear God and work hard,” he 
challenged the delegates.

Meanwhile, Longrikaba 
also spoke at the function 
as the main speaker. Short 
speeches were said by Taka 
Masa Longkumer, senior 
advocate and ex MLA. 

The new team of Long-
pok Semchir Telongjem will 
be led by K Nokmarenba 
as the president and Im-
kongnungba as the general 
secretary.



Mini Hornbill Mimkut festival underway in Ahthibung

Assam Rifles provides healthcare services to rural mass
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (JAN 11)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR - - - - -

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA 14.2 7.4 11.4 98 NIL

ZBT 15.3 5.6 11.4 89 NIL

MON 22.2 9.2 11 88 NIL

TUENSANG 15.4 9 9.3 70 NIL

MKG 17.2 7 12.3 82 1.2

PHEK 16 3.8 5.2 68 -

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 18.5 7.5 4.9 51 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 19.2 4.2 3.5 56 NIL

JALUKIE 14 11 5.2 69 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 22.2 12.8 12.8 66 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Rio to grace FOCUS launching prog.
State chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, is scheduled to grace 
the formal launching programme of ‘Fostering of Cli-
mate Resilient Upland Farming System in North East’ 
(FOCUS) on January 19 at Hotel Saramati, Dimapur, at 
2:30 pm. The project is being funded by International 
Fund for Agriculture Development (IFAD). A press re-
lease issued by Agriculture production Commissioner, 
T Imkonglemba Ao, stated that the chief minister would 
be accompanied by G Kaito, minister of agriculture and 
cooperation.

DMC informs traders
Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) informed that re-
newal of DMC registration certificate/ license for 2019 
for all hand cart, rickshaw, chat trolley, ice cream trolley, 
sugarcane juicer, bicycle owners has commenced with 
effect from January 15. DMC administrator, Moa Sang-
tam, has directed all the aforesaid owners to renew their 
respective license on or before March 31 and obtain new 
No. plate on deposit of requisite fees.

Yanthamo church convenes meet
Yanthamo Baptist Church (YBC) has convened a general 
meeting on Janaury 19 in the church premises at 8 am. 
The church pastor, R Jomithung Lotha, has requested all 
the members to attend the meeting without fail.

Dimapur unit pensioners 
convenes meet
Dimapur unit of the Nagaland Pensioners’ Association 
(NPA) has convened an annual general meeting on 
January 21 at Lotha Hoho Ki, DC Court Junction, Di-
mapur, at 11 am. The unit president, Meren Longchar, 
has requested all pensioners in the district to attend the 
proposed meeting.

Recruitment rally postponed
The recruitment rally scheduled in Tuensang district 
from February 20-23 to be organised by 164 Inf Bn (TA) 
H&H has been postponed. A defence release stated that 
fresh schedule would be intimated accordingly.

Coordination meet held in Bhandari
A monthly departmental coordination meeting of 
Bhandari sub-division was held in the ADC’s conference 
hall, Bhandari, on January 16 under the chairmanship of 
the additional deputy commissioner, Bhandari, Tiamer-
en Chang. Speaking in the meeting, the chairman asked 
all officers to rededicate themselves towards public 
service. The house discussed on construction of traffic 
island in Bhandari town, poor network, organising vac-
cination programme for pets, organising departmental 
sports in February 2019, conducting mass social work on 
January 24 and distribution of works for the forthcoming 
Republic Day celebration.

Bar Association to celebrate jubilee
To commemorate a year-long golden jubilee cel-
ebration, Nagaland Bar Association (NBA) has planned 
various activities beginning on January 17 at Gauhati 
High Court, Kohima Bench, at 1:30 pm on the theme 
‘Celebrating our past, inspiring the future.’ This was 
stated in a press release issued by media in-charge, NY 
Themjen Ao. 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The 
five-day 8th state level Mimkut 
mini Hornbill festival of the Kuki 
community began on January 15 
in Ahthibung town under Peren 
district with Namri Nchang, ad-
visor of water resources depart-
ment, as the special guest of the 
inaugural function.

In his inaugural address, 
Nchang reminded the gathering 
that Mimkut, the post-harvest 
festival, which is celebrated every 
year in the month of January, is to 
thank and praise God for the rich 
harvest showered upon the Kuki 
community. He also pointed 
out that the state government 
has given due importance to 
tribal festivals to showcase their 
unique traditions, customs and 
cultures.

Stating that the world has be-
come a village, Nchang said how 
well one may be equipped with 
wisdom and technological knowl-

edge, one would loss his identity 
without his/ her traditions, cus-
toms and cultures. He further 

wished the Kuki community of 
Nagaland for the best outcome of 
the Mimkut festival. 

On January 16, inauguration 
of Lt. Lengjang Kuki Memorial 
Park at the entrance of Ahthibung 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Kohima and Mon battal-
ions of the Assam Rifles 
have conducted free medi-
cal camp on January 14 in 
Viswema village under Ko-
hima district and Lungwa 
village under Mon district 
respectively. 

Defence release stated 
that a total of 144 patients 
including 52 male, 60 fe-
male and 32 children were 
examined and treated at 
Viswema while at Lungwa 
a total of 192 villagers in-
cluding 17 male, 70 fe-
males and 105 children 
were treated for various 
illness.

Besides the medical 
check-up, medicines were 
provided to the needy pa-

tients during the medical 
camps, the release added.

In a  separate  pro-
gramme, Wokha battalion 
of the Assam Rifles has 
organised a National In-
tegration Tour (NIT) for 
students from Nagaland. 
The tour was flagged off 
on January 8 by the state 
governor, PB Acharya. 

According to a de-
fence release, a total of 
20 girl students and two 
lady teachers from Wokha, 
Kiphire, Phek and Kohima 
took part in the exposure 
tour programme.

The flagging-in pro-
gramme was organised 
in Kohima on January 15. 
Addressing the flag-in pro-
gramme, commander of 

town near forest gate was inau-
gurated by H Khehovi Yepthomi, 
advisor of tourism, art & culture.

Speaking on the occasion, he 
appealed to the public in general 
and Kuki community in particular 
to foster friendship with other 
tribes and spread love to all Naga 
brethren in the district and the 
state. 

Biography of Lt. Lengjang Kuki 
was released by LL Kuki, president 
of Kuki Inpi.

Highlights of the day were 
presentation of cultural dances by 
Chakhro cultural troupe, Western 
Sumi cultural troupe, Zeliang cul-
tural troupe from Tening in Peren 
district, and Kuki cultural troupe.

Thepfuulhouvi Solo, retired 
principal secretary of forest, also 
spoke on the occasion. S Tainiu, 
deputy commissioner, Peren, 
and chairperson of Mimkut mini 
Hornbill festival organising com-
mittee, chaired the function.

Residents asked to uphold cultural values on Jakhama Day

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The 
29th session of Jakhama Village 
Day was celebrated at Jakhama 
local ground on January 16 with 
the Ketholeho Kulnu, retired 
senior entomologist, as the main 
speaker.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Ketholehu Kulnu said Jakhama 
village is blessed with rich forest, 
birds and animals and added 

that by God’s grace the village 
has progressed in many ways. 
He urged the gathering to pre-
serve and practice the good 
values and tradition of their 
forefathers.

While acknowledging the op-
portunities provided by the edu-
cational institutions in Jakhama, 
not only for the students but 
also the village economy, Kulnu 

said the village should provide 
security, facilities and a student 
friendly environment. With tour-
ists visiting Dzükou valley, Horn-
bill festival and NH-29 passing 
through Jakhama, Kulnu said 
Jakha town has the potential to 
become a ‘utility service’ town.

He also exhorted the village 
leaders to be honest and sincere 
in their role in line with the vil-

lage council motto ‘Truth and 
Victory’ stating that develop-
ment of a village depends a lot 
on them.

Zhokhovi Kulnu, recipient of 
Governor’s best teacher award; 
Ane Khieya, EAC; Rokosetuo 
Tetso, EAC; Vimetsul Tase, gold 
medallist of 33rd Kings Cup 
championship at Korat, Thai-
land; and Visakhonuo Kulnu, 

HSSLC top number 4, were fe-
licitated on Jakhama Day.

The invocation was pro-
nounced by Rev. Zapovil Sophie 
and the welcome address was 
delivered by Dr. Nolesel Zhotso, 
chairman of Jakhama village. 
Special song was performed by 
Kezhokhoto Savi and folk songs 
were performed by the eight 
khels of Jakhama village.

Voters awareness forum 
launched in Wokha

Cleanliness drive 
marks Army Day 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Voters Awareness Forum 
was launched in Wokha 
on January 16 in the con-
ference hall of the deputy 
commissioner, Wokha.

Addressing the nodal 
officers nominated from 
various departments, NGOs 
and civil societies, SDO 
(C) Chonpenthung Ezung 
stated that the Election 
Commission of India has 
launched the forum with a 
view to generate awareness 
among the voters about 

their rights and franchise. 
He added that the forum 
would serve the purpose of 
imparting voter education 
to all employees within an 
organisation.

AEO Wokha, Aketo 
Shohe, also speaking on 
the occasion, informed 
that a training the nodal 
officers would be shortly 
conducted. He has sought 
cooperation from all the 
members. 

The launching function 
was chaired by AEO, Wokha.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Taking forward the spirit of 
‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,’ 
Spear Corps has conducted 
cleanliness drive in Thahek-
hu and Thelixu villages in 
Dimapur district on Janu-
ary 15. The event was or-
ganised to commemorate 
Army Day.     

A defence press release 
stated the garbage collec-
tion, plastic disposal, clean-
ing of drains and spraying 

of hygiene chemicals were 
undertaken through com-
bined efforts of local popu-
lation, civil administration 
and staff of Rangapahar 
military station to achieve 
the objectives of the cam-
paign. 

The cleanliness drive 
had substantially improved 
the hygiene and sanitation 
of the villages, the release 
added.

Seen in the images are Assam Rifles personnel administering the patients during the free medical health camps held across the state.

Jakhama villagers felicitating successful candidates from various fields on the occasion of Jakhama Day celebration held at Jakhama local ground on January 16.

Advisor of tourism, art and culture, H Khehovi Yepthomi, along with other officials of Kuki Inpi Nagaland pose for the  lens after 
inaugurating the memorial park in honour of late Lengjang Kuki in Ahthibung town on the second-day of Mini Hornbill Minkut 
festival celebration on January 16.

5 Sector Assam Rifles has 
advised the students to 
utilise the exposure and 
experience gained during 

the visit and also encour-
aged them to work hard 
and to be role models for 
the society.

The team had visit-
ed various places of im-
portance covering wide 
spectrum of educational 

interests like tourist plac-
es, prominent historical 
places and cultural insti-
tutions. 

Outgoing officials of Chakhesang Public Organisation (CPO) along with the newly inducted office bearers of CPO during handing and 
taking over ceremony held in Phek town on January 15. Outgoing president, Kekhwengulo Lea, and the newly inducted president, 
Mikha Kenye, spoke on the ocassion.

Deputy Commissioner, Dimapur, Kevekha Kevin Zehol, along with officials from the PWD (R&B) department inspecting the ongoing 
construction of bridge over Dhansiri River in Nagarjan on January 16. 

Change of guards

On mission mode
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(Left to Right) MP KG Kenye speaking during the Sükrünye mini hornbill festival at Phek town local ground on Wednesday. Lozaphuhu village cultural troupe performing traditional 
dance at Phek town local ground on January 16.

EM Images
KG Kenye and Kuzholuzo Nienu appending their signatures during the 
campaign for a plastic-free Phek during the Sükrünye mini hornbill- 
festival on January 16.

EM Images
Tsunrun Cultural Club Dimapur performing a folk song at the Tsungkamneo festival celebration of the 
Yimchungru tribe at DDSC stadium, Dimapur, on January 16.

SP Wokha speaking at the day-long workshop on TAI in his office conference hall in Wokha on January 16.

Present generation ‘most unproductive,’ says  Kenye 
Lauches campaign for 
greener Phek

Yimchungrü community celebrate Tsungkamneo festival Wokha police trained on cyber investigation

FGN mourns demise

GOC Spear Corps meets 
Mizoram governor 

Our Correspondent
Ph e k , Ja n . 1 6  ( E M N ) : 
Lamenting over dissipation 
of the rich Naga cultural and 
traditional values of yore 
with the invasion of western 
culture, Rajya Sabha MP 
KG Kenye has termed the 
present generation as ‘most 
unproductive’ for failing to 
live up to the quality of their 
ancestors.

Speaking as the special 
guest on day-two at the on-
going Sükrünye mini Horn-
bill festival at Phek town 
local ground on January 16, 
Kenye called upon the gath-
ering to ponder upon as to 
what contributions they are 
going to give for the coming 
generation. 

“Yesteryears have done 
so much to us. But, sadly 
we (present generation) 
are only fighting among 
ourselves and have contrib-
uted absolutely nothing,” he 
remarked. Kenye went on to 
say that “we are self-centred, 
selfish,” adding “Posterity 
will look back at us and say 
we have done nothing.” 

He urged the people to 
look forward for the progres-
sive future and try their best 
to give back to the society.

Kenye also pointed 
out that tribalism is divid-
ing the Naga society. He 
said the state has been 
divided into southern, cen-
tral, eastern, which are all 
negativity. ‘Whatever, the 

present generation reap 
today is because of the ef-
forts and hardworking of 
the forefathers, including 
the statehood, and we do 
not have the right to break 
that hard work as we like,’ 
Kenye said.

Speaking on the sig-
nificance of observing the 
Sükrünye festival and the 
rich culture of the Nagas, 
Kenye said: “We are a world 
of our own. Nobody in the 
world will be as rich as us 
culturally.”

He said there are some 
of the most powerful coun-
tries without culture. He 
went on to say that because 
of dominance, there are 
fears of displaying one’s rich 

culture. He reminded to 
learn to preserve, promote, 
and practise those rich cul-
tures.

Asserting that “culture 
defined our identity,” Kenye 
said that it is not only about 
festivities but had a much 
more meaning to it. He was 
optimistic that Naga society 
would progress when tour-
ism sector in the state reach-
es to greater heights. He said 
tourism could transform 
into a revenue opportunity, 
and provide employment to 
the people.

Kenye also cautioned 
the gathering of modifying 
traditional attires, orna-
ments, and handicrafts. He 
urged the promoters of the 

culture to try maintaining its 
originality. 

“The world is in search 
of origin. We are coming 
back to its roots,” MP ob-
served. Stating that handi-
craft which have originality 
will be the one to sell, he im-
plored upon the promoters 
to preserve orginality. 

“Through traditional 
dances, folk songs, and tra-
ditional shows, one should 
be able to exhibit the good 
traits, good behaviour, and 
one’s way of life. When pro-
moting the forefathers’ cul-
ture, one must also remem-
ber the humane qualities 
like honesty, upright, unity, 
as these cultures are erod-
ing,” he added.

KG-3086

In an effort to ban the use 
of plastic, Rajya Sabha MP, 
KG Kenye, launched the 
signature campaign under 
Swachh Bharat along with 
MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu dur-
ing the Sükrünye mini horn-
bill festival on January 16 in 
Phek town.

The campaign was or-
ganised by the district ad-
ministration and the Phek 
Town Council (PTC) under 
the deputy commissioner, 
Phek. The pledge reads: “I 
chose to reuse and say no 
to plastic.”

The campaign envisages 
a greener and safer environ-
ment. The campaign called 
upon all the public in Phek 
district to pledge against use 
of plastic and join hands to 
protect the environment.

The Phek Town Council 
became one of the first ur-
ban local bodies to ban ‘sin-
gle use plastic’ in 2017. The 
government of Nagaland 
had also issued a notifica-
tion to ban single use plas-
tic including water bottle 
and styrofoam products in  
December 2018.

Eastern Mirror Desk
D i m a p u r ,  J a n .  1 6 :  
Y i m c h u n g e r  U n i o n  
Dimapur (YUD) has cel-
ebrated their post harvest 
festival ‘Tsungkamneo’ at 
the DDSC stadium, Di-
mapur, on January 16. 

Deputy commissioner, 
Dimapur, and special guest 
of the celebrations, Kevekha 
Nevin Zehol, has lauded 
the union for ‘wonderfully’ 
organising the whole pro-
gramme. He also appreciat-
ed the other guest speakers 
for speaking greatly of the 
Yimchungrü people even 
though all speakers were 
not of the Yimchunger tribe. 

“You can only talk about 
the people when you know 
the people properly,” Zehol 
made known. 

He encouraged all to 
be preservers, conservers, 
protectors and facilitators. 

Citing the example of 
Fakim Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Kiphire district, he encour-
aged the tribe to preserve 
the flora and fauna and to 
feel a sense of responsibility 
towards it. 

In the age of technol-
ogy, Kenye remarked that 
“we paid the price of ad-
vancement” as the peo-
ple have forgotten to carry 
along those good traits in 
the modern generation. In 
this regard, he said younger 
generation have the special 
responsibility to discharge 
those traits to the next gen-
eration.

“History cannot be 
altered no matter what 
whether it is good or bad,” 
he added.

In conclusion, Kenye 
encouraged the people to 
live in peace and unity.

Mikha Kenye, presi-
dent of Chakhesang Public 
Organisation (CPO), in his 
greetings, said the organisa-
tion will work with support 
and cooperation from the 
public. He urged to purify/ 
sanctify oneself through 
the celebration of Sükrünye 
festival.

President of the Cha-
khesang Mother’s Associa-
tion (CMA), Zhonelu Tunyi, 
delivered the welcome ad-
dress. Team Metamorphosis 
from Wokha and Lozaphuhu 
village cultural troupe made 
a special presentation.

MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu 
would grace the day-three 
of the Sükrünye mini Horn-
bill festival as the guest of 
honour. 

It was also informed that 
a mini marathon for girls 
under 15 would be con-
ducted under under ‘Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao.’ 

“Preservation of our 
culture is also very impor-
tant and we must retain 
the old values in the midst 
of modernisation,” he said. 

Sapu Bhattacharyya, 
director of NEC, Energy 
Pvt. Ltd, was the guest of 

honour at the programme. 
Bhattacharyya encouraged 
the attendees to unite to-
gether to bring peace and 
move forward. Speaking 
about the significance of 
Tsungkamneo, he said that 
all over the world, festivals 

are about pre-harvest and 
post-harvest. 

“This is a festival of 
peace and reconciliation 
where unity is strength,” 
he said adding that even 
though he had his own fes-
tival ‘Bihu’ to celebrate, he 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
A day-long workshop on 
Technology Aids to In-
vestigation (TAI) was or-
ganised by the District 
Enforcement Force (DEF), 
Wokha, on January 16 in 
the conference hall of the 
Superintendent of Office, 
Wokha. 

The workshop is a train-
ing programme on basic 
course for cyber investiga-
tion in DEF Wokha. It fo-
cused on general awareness 
about the age crimes tech-
nology, assisted crimes, and 

about the technology aids 
in investigation including 
Call Detail Record (CDR) 
analysis, social media pro-
filing, etc.

Michael Yhome, deputy 
SP and OC (cyber), and ASI 
Vizotuonyu Medom were 
the resource persons, who 
deliberated on introduction 
to cyber crime investiga-
tion, phone forensics and 
call detail record analysis 
with practical case studies. 

E a r l i e r,  S P  Wo k h a , 
Manojkumar, elaborated 
to the participants on in-

formation through open 
sources. 

The workshop was held 
to develop an understand-
ing of social media as an 
aid to investigation and 
to understand and gain 
knowledge of CDR analysis 
and tools. 

Altogether 30 represent-
atives from crime branch, 
district crime record bu-
reau,  government organi-
sations and non-govern-
mental organisations from 
DEF Wokha attended the 
programme. 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Federal Government of Na-
galand (FGN) has mourned 
the untimely demise of 
Brig. Medochülie, Naga 
Army No. 03926, 6th Bn. 
2nd Bde. W/C, who passed 
away on January 15 in Ura 
village, Angami region, after 
prolonged illness.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Naga Army C-in-C, 
Gen. Tavecho Lala, stated 
that Brig. Medochülie, son 
of Tsovilie of Meriema vil-
lage, joined Naga Army on 
May 18, 1963, and stead-
fastly served the nation 
till his death. Besides suc-
cessfully carrying out his 
assigned duties in the Alee 

Command to East Pakistan 
and China, he held various 
posts in national defence 
service. He was also a recip-
ient of Military Cross (MC) 
and Hero Award.

It lamented that his 
demise has caused irre-
coverable loss and created 
vacuum in the nation and 
community.

It added that his true 
sacrifice and patriotic serv-
ices rendered to the na-
tion would always remain 
alive in the history of the 
Naga nation. It further con-
veyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members 
and prayed for the eternal 
rest of the departed soul.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
General Officer Command-
ing of Spear Corps, Lt. Gen. 
Rajeev Sirohi, called on 
Mizoram governor, Kum-
manam Rajasekharan, at Raj 
Bhavan on January 14.

A defence release stated 
that the General had dis-
cussed on border security is-
sues related to Indo – Myan-
mar border during meeting 
with the governor and also 
appreciated the seamless 
coordination by state civil 
administration with secu-
rity forces in Mizoram. He 
assured the Governor of en-

suring bonhomie between 
the security forces and the 
people of Mizoram.

During the meeting, the 
governor lauded the troops 
of Assam Rifles for their pro-
fessionalism and expressed 
his confidence about the se-
curity deployment to defend 
the country’s borders. 

He commended the As-
sam Rifles for executing ef-
fective border management 
operations along the Indo- 
Myanmar Border despite 
many challenges which the 
troops face in their area of 
operations.

was happy to have attended 
the festival in Dimapur. 

Hekhevi Achumi, ju-
dicial secretary of Western 
Sumi Hoho (WSH) spoke 
on how everyone’s mother 
tongue was vanishing. He 
encouraged the parents to 
make their children speak 
their mother tongue. 

T Bangerloba, president 
of Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD) said that everyone 
is lagging in unity. He said 
until and unless “we have 
unity, we will not get any 
solutions.” 

“In the name of the fes-
tival I encourage every-
one to reside in unity and 
progress peacefully,” he 
said. 

The significance of 
Tsungkamneo was high-
lighted by R Shitopong 
where all the aspects and 
process of the festival were 
made known to the gather-
ing.

Folk songs were pre-
s e n t e d  b y  Ts u n r u n  
Cultural Club Dimapur and 
Khungriso Cultural Troupe 
Dimapur. 
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Manipur minister Karam Shyam speaking at the event.
EM Images

Dr Najma Heptulla in traditional Zeliangrong attire participating in a curtain raiser event of 
Gaan Ngai festival at the Raj Bhavan, in Imphal on Wed. Jan. 16.

Curtain raiser of Zeliangrong 
fest underway in Imphal

Bru refugees in Tripura camps to get 
free ration, allowance till March 31

Bicycle track to be introduced 
soon – Manipur minister

More than 150 
people diagnosed 
with scrub typhus 
in MizoramMeghalaya CM to meet 

Modi on Saturday
Bogibeel bridge an 
operational benefit for 
good transportation in 
NF Railway

Former Arunachal CM Gegong Apang quits BJP, says it has become a platform to seek power

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 16 (EMN): Governor Dr 
Najma Heptulla on Wednesday said 
that we must remember our cultural 
roots and practice our cultural tradi-
tion regardless of the achievements 
made in our life.

Governor Dr Heptulla was speak-
ing at opening ceremony of the Curtain 
Raiser of the State Level Gaan-Ngai 
Festival at the Raj Bhavan in Imphal.

Expressing her happiness that the 
Gaan-Ngai festival is beginning from 
the Raj Bhavan, she hoped that the 
celebration will continue every year at 
the Raj Bhavan and wished the people 
for a good harvest, prosperity and de-
velopment.

Recalling first Prime Minister of 
India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s state-
ment made during his Manipur visit in 
1952, she reiterated that the statement 
of Pandit Nehru that the cultural vari-
ety of Manipur has no match anywhere 
in the country.

Stating that the tribes and sub-
tribes have their different festivals 
at different time of the year focusing 
mainly on the agricultural activities, 
she urged the people to continue their 
cultural tradition as it makes Manipur 
a unique State in the country.

This is for the first time in the his-

tory that the curtain raiser of the Gaan-
Ngai, the greatest festival of the Zeli-
angrong community, was celebrated 
with the Governor under the aegis of 
the State Level Gaan-Ngai Celebration 
Committee, Manipur in collaboration 
with the Tingkao Ragwang Chapriak 
Phuam (TRCP) at the Raj Bhavan lawn.

The state level Gaan-Ngai festival 
will be celebrated at the state level at 
Chingmeirong in Imphal on Jan. 19. 
Gaan-Ngai literally means the festival 
of winter season (Gaan or Ganh means 
winter or dry season and Ngai means 
festival). This is a festival heralding the 
New Year.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 16 (EMN): Manipur’s Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 
Minister Karam Shyam on Wednesday said 
a bicycle track will be introduced in roads 
of greater Imphal area. Preparation of a 
detailed project report is on in this regard.

Minister Shyam who also holds revenue 
portfolio was speaking at the inaugural 
function of Saksham 2019 –a month long 
capacity building program on conservation 
of fuel in a private hotel in Imphal.

The programs which is scheduled to 
continue till Feb. 15 next is organised by 
public sector oil and gas companies with 
Petroleum Conservation Research As-
sociation under the aegis of Ministry of 
petroleum and natural gas government of 
India, to create awareness amongst masses 
towards judicious utilisation and conserva-
tion of petroleum products along with use of 
energy efficient appliances and switching to 
cleaner fuels.

Continuing his speech, Minister Shyam 
who becomes the first minister in the state 

to attend his office by riding bicycle every 
Thursday since Nov. 2017 said, “As a political 
leader and as a citizen of the state, we must 
encourage and promote cycling.”

Stating that riding bicycle is a message 
to all the citizens about the importance of 
fuel conservation, minister Shyam who 
also holds the revenue portfolio appealed 
to the students and teachers attending the 
function to promote using bicycle for short 
distances.

State level coordinator Sinam Ibungoton 
Singh of Indian Oil Corporation Manipur 
division informed that depleting rate fuel is 
faster than the generation level. So conserv-
ing and preserving fuel should be pursued 
as a responsibility, he said. Fuel is non-
renewable source of energy.

Manipur requires nearly 80 kilolitres of 
petrol, more than 200 kilolitres of diesel and 
80 kilolitres of cooking gas every month. 
Interestingly 80 per cent of crude oil require-
ment of India is imported and remaining 
20 per cent (37.46 million metric tonnes) is 
produced in India.

Aizawl, Jan. 16 (PTI): At least 
152 people have been diag-
nosed with the scrub typhus 
disease at Thenzawl town in 
Serchhip district, Mizoram 
health department officials 
said on Wednesday.

Scrub typhus, also known 
as bush typhus, is a disease 
caused by a bacteria called 
Orientia tsutsugamushi and 
the bacteria is carried and 
spread by mites, they said. 

The officials said that the 
scrub typhus outbreak began 
in November 2018.

The Nodal officer of the 
state Integrated Disease Sur-
veillance Programme, Dr 
Pachuau Lalmalsawma and a 
team of experts visited Then-
zawl, organised a free clinic 
for the patients and people 
suspected of being infected 
by the bacteria, officials said. 

The Thenzawl town is 
located about 90 km south of 
Aizawl, the state capital.

Scrub typhus had killed 
two persons in Thenzawl 
town in 2018, they said.

The total number of 
deaths due to the disease 
have been recorded as 50 
with over 2,000 people in-
fected so far since 2012, they 
added.

Shillong, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma will be 
meeting Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Satur-
day to discuss the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016, and the coal issue.

Sangma would leave 
for Delhi on Thursday 
and his first interaction 
is scheduled with Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Friday.

“The Home Minister 
has given us an appoint-
ment to meet him on Fri-
day. We are expecting to 
meet the Prime Minister 
on Saturday,” Sangma, 
who will be leading a 
delegation of the ruling 
Meghalaya Democratic 
Alliance government, told 
IANS on Wednesday.

“We will express the 
concerns of  the citi-
zens of the state and the 
Northeastern people as a 
whole,” he said.

The Chief Minister 
said the delegation would 
discuss several issues in-
cluding exempting Meg-
halaya from the purview 
of the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Reg-
ulation) Act, 1957, Coal 
Mines Nationalization 
Act, 1973, and the Na-
tional Games 2022.

The Meghalaya cabi-
net has already passed 
an official resolution op-
posing the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill.

Sangma said the Coal 

Ministry has already ex-
empted Meghalaya from 
Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Regula-
tion) Act and Coal Mines 
Nationalisation Act, but 
the constitutional power 
to exempt it lies with the 
Home Ministry.

“Therefore, we are 
meeting the Prime Minis-
ter and the Home Minister 
seeking their intervention 
on the matter. We will as-
sure them that the state 
will adhere to the guide-
lines issued by the Min-
istry of Environment and 
the Ministry of Mines and 
Safety to ensure protec-
tion of the environment,” 
he said.

Coal mine accidents 
that have been rampant in 
the mountainous state for 
their unscientific “rat hole 
mining” habits caused 15 
miners getting trapped in 
a flooded coal mine for 
over a month now in East 
Jaintia Hills district. 

This was despite a 
National Green Tribunal 
imposed interim ban on 
the state since April 2104.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Prestone Tynsong said: 
“The state government 
has roped in experts and 
agencies from various 
parts of the country to 
help.”

The Supreme Court-
monitored rescue opera-
tion is aimed at taking out 
the trapped miners “dead 
or alive”.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): After the commissioning of Bo-
gibeel rail-cum-road bridge over the river Brahmaputra, 
the movement of goods trains over NF Railway has been 
streamlined to a great extent. A large number of benefits 
have resulted due to the availability of the alternative path 
for the movement of goods trains from and to Upper Assam 
area via the North Bank route.

The chief public relations officer, NF Railway, in Ma-
ligaon through an update stated that the goods trains 
travelling to Upper Assam bypassing Guwahati have not 
only reduced the distance from and to Dibrugarh by 170 
km as compared to the South Bank; there is a significant 
reduction in the requirement of manpower for the running 
of these goods trains too. While earlier, the crew changing 
was being done at New Guwahati, Lumding and Mariani, 
in the route via North Bank crew changing is done only at 
Rangapara. This has resulted in the saving of two sets of 
crews i.e. while earlier four pairs of drivers and assistant 
drivers were needed to run the trains up to Dibrugarh and 
Tinsukia, now the same can be done by only two pairs. 
At the same time almost 8-10 hours of travelling time has 
been saved by redirecting the goods trains through the 
North Bank. Another significant benefit is the decrease in 
wagon turnaround time which is the average time required 
for a railway wagon to come back to its point of origin after 
having unloaded its consignment in the destination. The 
shorter turnaround time means more economic and more 
effective wagon utilisation.

Aizawl, Jan. 16 (PTI): 
Around 35,000 Bru refu-
gees living in relief camps 
in Tripura would continue 
to receive free ration and 
cash allowance till March 
31, officials said Wednesday.

A senior Mizoram gov-
ernment official said in-
mates of the six relief camps 
at Kanchanpur sub-division 
in North Tripura district 
were in uncertainty as the 
the Centre was scheduled to 
discontinue the assistance 
from Tuesday.

The home ministry has 
conveyed to the state gov-
ernment that the assistance 
would be available to the 
Bru refugees till March 31, 
Mizoram additional secre-
tary for home Lalbiakzama 
told PTI.

The Bru community 
in the relief camps were 
happy about the decision, 
said R Laldawngliana, vice-

president of the Mizoram 
Bru Displaced People’s Fo-
rum (MBDPF), an umbrella 
organisation of the refugees.

Laldawngliana, who is 
now in Delhi along with 
other leaders of the MBDPF, 
said they were informed of 
the decision by officials of 
the home ministry.

The Centre had earlier 
decided to close the relief 
camps and stop the assist-
ance in October last year 
in accordance to an agree-
ment signed in July on repa-
triation of the Bru refugees 
to Mizoram, where they 
originally belong.

The agreement was 
inked on July 3, 2018 in 
Delhi among the Centre, 
the state governments of 
Mizoram and Tripura and 
the MBDPF.

All the stake holders 
had agreed to complete 
the repatriation of Brus to 

Mizoram by the end of Sep-
tember.

However, out of 5,000 
refugee families, only 150 
members of 42 families re-
turned to Mizoram during 
the repatriation exercise 
between August 25 and Sep-
tember 25.

MBDPF leaders said the 
repatriation process could 
not take off as many heads 
of families could not obtain 
necessary documents like 
Aadhaar and ration cards 
and were yet to open bank 
accounts to fulfil the provi-
sions of the agreement.

The Centre had stopped 
the assistance from October 
1, but resumed it on Octo-
ber 22 with the condition 
that it would continue only 
till January 15.

The MBDPF recently 
said that it hoped that the 
newly-elected Mizo Nation-
al Front (MNF) government 

in Mizoram initiate talks on 
the repatriation issue.

Official sources, howev-
er, said resumption of repa-
triation process is unlikely 
in the near future in view of 
the upcoming Parliamen-
tary polls.

Thousands of Bru refu-
gees from Mizoram fled to 
Tripura during an ethnic 
violence in 1997. The clash-
es broke out after a forest 
official was killed by Bru 
National Liberation Front 
(BNLF) militants.

The Centre, in associa-
tion with the governments 
of Mizoram and Tripura, 
was repatriating the dis-
placed Brus in phases.

Though several Bru 
families have returned to 
Mizoram over the years, 
many refused to leave 
Tripura citing security rea-
sons and inadequate pack-
age.

Itanagar, Jan. 16 (PTI): Four years after 
switching from the Congress to the BJP, 
former Arunachal Pradesh chief minister 
Gegong Apang has quit the saffron party, 
saying it has become a platform to seek 
power.

Apang, who was chief minister of the 
Northeastern state for over 22 years, sent 
a two-page resignation letter to BJP chief 
Amit Shah on Tuesday.

“I am disappointed to see that the 

present BJP is no longer following the 
principles of Raj Dharam but has turned 
into a platform to seek power, serves a 
leadership which hates decentralization 
of democratic decision,” he wrote in the 
letter.

In 2014, the BJP used every dirty tricks 
to make Kalikho Pul the chief minister 
of Arunchal Pradesh and a BJP govern-
ment was reinstalled despite an adverse 
Supreme Court ruling, he said.

“Neither a proper investigation was 
done on Pul’s suicide nor the present BJP 
leadership thought of morality and ethics 
by installing many more BJP governments 
in NE India,” the hard-hitting letter read.

He said announcing Pema Khandu’s 
name as chief minister before the election 
is neither the norm nor the tradition of the 
cadre-based party. “Thus, I wish Shah and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi should try 
to learn Raj Dharam as the history will 

judge your deeds.” 
The 69-year-old resigned from the 

Congress and joined the BJP ahead of the 
2014 general election.

Welcoming Apang’s decision, state 
Congress chief Takam Sanjoy said it re-
flected true colours of the BJP.

Congress legislator Takam Pario said 
the BJP applies “use and throw” policy to 
everyone. He alleged Apang’s resignation 
is a slap on the BJP’s face.

SUD0KU 1891
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that 
can be reached logically. Enter numbers into the 
blank spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1890

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 2050

6.  Forms on a wound
7.  Acclaim
8.  Sea eagle
9.  How long something has 

existed
10.  Waive
11.  Growl
12.  From that time
13.  Church deacon
18.  Shade
22.  Anagram of “Pal” 
23.  A condensed but 

memorable saying
24.  Streamlets

25.  A sudden recurrence of a 
disease

26.  Stalk
27.  Not that
29.  Egg-shaped
30.  French for “Red”
31.  Smudge
34.  One’s strong point
35.  Fertile areas in deserts
36.  Publish
38.  Tirade
39.  A lyric poet
41.  Transgressors 
42.  A false belief

43.  A large New Zealand parrot
44.  Cog
45.  Streets
46.  Acclaim
47.  Debilitated
50.  Offspring of a male donkey 

and a female horse
51.  Portent
52.  Repose
55.  A small drink of liquor
56.  Also
57.  Intensive Care Unit
58.  French for “No”
59.  Prevent from speaking

ACROSS
1.  Stave
6.  Bundle
11.  South southeast
14.  Prefix indicating “The sun”
15.  Freight
16.  Zero
17.  Performer
19.  Also
20.  Scripture
21.  A comedy of improbable 

situations
23.  Come up
27.  Bank clerk
28.  Authoritarian government
32.  Change
33.  Barf
34.  Fashion plate
37.  Morose
38.  Dissolute men in fashionable 

society
39.  Wild swine
40.  S
41.  Goat-like antelope of central 

Eurasia
42.  Persian
43.  Preschool
45.  Begrudge
48.  Firstborn
49.  Sea
50.  Honorable
53.  Beer
54.  Counting
60.  Father
61.  Annoys
62.  Hot chocolate
63.  Pigpen
64.  Expended
65.  Not old 
DOWN
1.  Third person singular female
2.  One more than nine
3.  Altitude (abbrev.)
4.  An archaic show of disgust
5.  Refrain from doing something

MIRROR CROSS WORD 2051
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Govt. forms GoM on GST 
issues in lottery trade

Cabinet approves INR 6,000-crore capital infusion in Exim Banklottery trade

RBI governor to 
meet associations of 
industry, commerce

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): The government 
on Wednesday set up an eight-member 
ministerial panel headed by Maharashtra Fi-
nance Minister Sudhir Mungantiwar to look 
into GST-related issues of lottery business.

The Group of Ministers (GoM) would 
submit its report to the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) Council in its next meeting.

The terms of reference of the ministerial 
panel would include examination of issues 
related to enforcement including the legal 
framework, so as to prevent evasion of tax 
on lottery and suggest appropriate tax rate to 
address the problem. It would also examine 
if the disparity in tax structure on the same 
product be continued or a uniform rate be 
prescribed, a Finance Ministry statement 
said. The GoM would also examine if private 
persons authorised by states are misusing 
the lower rate, and if so, suggest measures 

to curb it.
Other members of the panel include 

T.M. Thomas Isaac, Amit Mitra, Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, Manpreet Singh Badal and 
Krishna Byre Gowda, the Finance Ministers 
of Maharashtra, Kerala, West Bengal, Assam, 
Punjab and Karnataka, respectively. 

The other two members are Goa Pan-
chayat Minister Mauvin Godinho and 
Arunachal Pradesh Taxes and Excise Minis-
ter Jarkar Gamlin.

“The GoM on issues relating to lottery 
shall be assisted by a committee of officers 
from the Centre and states as convened by 
the GoM,” the statement said.

In its January 10 meeting, the GST 
Council had decided to set up a ministerial 
panel on issues relating to lottery. It had also 
decided to form another GoM on real estate, 
which was constituted on Tuesday.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): The gov-
ernment Wednesday approved a 
capital infusion of Rs 6,000 crore in 
state-owned Exim Bank to expand 
its business.

The Union Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, also 
approved an increase in the bank’s 
authorised capital from Rs 10,000 
crore to Rs 20,000 crore.

Briefing reporters about the 
decisions, Railway Minister Piyush 
Goyal said it has been decided to 
issue recapitalisation bonds by the 
Government of India to the tune of 
Rs 6,000 crore for capital infusion in 
Export-Import Bank of India (Exim 
Bank).

“The equity will be infused in 
two tranches of Rs 4,500 crore in 

2018-19 and Rs 1,500 crore in 2019-
20 respectively,” he said.

The recapitalisation bonds will 
be on the lines of those issued to 
public sector banks, he said, add-
ing that the infusion of capital into 
Exim Bank would enable it to aug-
ment capital adequacy and sup-
port Indian exports with enhanced 
ability.

Exim Bank is the principal ex-
port credit agency in India and 
the infusion will give an impetus 
to new initiatives such as sup-
porting Indian textile industries, 
likely changes in the Concessional 
Finance Scheme, likelihood of new 
letters of credit in future in view of 
the country’s active foreign policy 
and strategic intent, he added.

Gold rises for 3rd day, surges 
to INR 33,190 per 10g

Global cues subdue equity 
indices, rupee continues to slide

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): Ex-
tending its upward trend for 
third straight day, gold prices 
Wednesday gained Rs 65 
to Rs 33,190 per 10 gram at 
the bullion market here due 
to increased demand from 
jewellers, according to the 
All India Sarafa Association.

Silver too followed the 
trend and surged by Rs 300 
to Rs 40,500 per kg driven by 
significant increase in de-
mand from industrial units 
and coin makers. Traders 
said, gold prices witnessed 
an uptick, as investors bet 
on this asset class as a safe 
haven, owing to deprecia-
tion in the rupee vis-a-vis 
the US dollar.

Besides, a firm trend 
overseas supported the gain 

in the prices of yellow metal, 
they added. In the last two 
days, gold prices went up by 
Rs 250.

Globally, gold traded 
higher at USD 1,292.03 an 
ounce and silver stood at 
USD 15.60 an ounce in New 
York.

In the national capital, 
gold of 99.9 per cent and 99.5 
per cent purities advanced 
by Rs 65 each to Rs 33,190 
and Rs 33,040 per 10 gram, 
respectively.

However, sovereign gold 
held steady at Rs 25,400 per 
piece of eight grams.

Silver ready gained Rs 
300 to Rs 40,200 per kg, while 
weekly-based delivery de-
clined by Rs 88 to Rs 39,833 
per kg.

Mumbai, Jan. 16 (IANS): Continuing his series of consulta-
tions with various stakeholders of the economy, Reserve 
Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das on Wednesday said 
he would meet the representatives from the industry and 
commerce on Thursday.

“Will meet the apex chambers/associations of industry 
and commerce tomorrow (17th January),” Das said in a 
tweet. This is his fifth tweet since he assumed charge as Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) Governor on December 11 last year.

The meeting becomes significant as the industry expects 
monetary policy easing by the central bank as the infla-
tion is down and within control. The RBI will have its sixth 
bimonthly monetary policy meeting on February 7 and the 
industry is expecting a cut in policy rates. 

Das, who replaced Urjit Patel after he suddenly resigned 
on Dec. 10 following a tussle with the Central government 
over liquidity concerns, has been holding meetings with 
various groups to review the situation, unlike his predecessor.

He had recently said the central bank will continuously 
monitor the liquidity situation and will take need-based steps 
to deal with the liquidity deficit. Liquidity became a concern 
after infrastructure financing company IL&FS defaulted on 
its dues.While liquidity crunch hit the NBFC sector last Sep-
tember after payment defaults by IL&FS and its subsidiaries, 
small and medium industries were yet to recover from the 
fallout of 2016 demonetisation of high denomination cur-
rency notes and the GST rollout in July 2017. 

A day after joining RBI, on Dec. 12, Das had said that the 
health of public sector banks, liquidity issue and mainte-
nance of growth trajectory of Indian economy are some of 
the important issues for which he would interact with stake-
holders and get an internal feedback before forming a view.

Mumbai, Jan. 16 (IANS): Broadly negative 
global cues, especially owing to the political 
uncertainty in the UK on Brexit, along with 
a sustained weakness in the Indian cur-
rency, subdued the Indian equity market 
on Wednesday with both major indices -- 
Sensex and Nifty50 -- ending flat.

Globally, investors reacted with cau-
tion after the British government lost the 
Brexit vote in Parliament, triggering a no-
confidence motion against Prime Minister 
Teresa May.

“The market was range-bound as the 
impasse over the Brexit deal and continued 
partial shutdown in US government drove 
the sentiment,” said Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Financial Services.

However, positive macro-trade data kept 
the benchmark Sensex and Nifty in a range 
for the most part of the day’s session.

Consequently, the NSE Nifty50 gained a 
meagre 3.50 points or 0.03 per cent to settle 
at 10,890.30.

The S&P BSE Sensex closed higher 2.96 
points or 0.01 per cent at 36,321.29 from the 
previous close of 36,318.33 points.

It opened at 36,370.74 points and 

touched an intra-day high of 36,462.03 and 
a low of 36,278.61 points.

On the macro front, India’s trade deficit 
in December narrowed due to a fall in im-
ports -- $41.01 billion or 2.44 per cent down 
from $42.03 billion in the same month in 
2017. Nair also added that the narrowed 
trade deficit and selective buying in banks 
and pharma stocks helped market to end 
on flat note. 

Interest-sensitive banking stocks led 
the gains on both BSE and NSE as investors 
expect the central bank to cut policy rates at 
its three-dday Monitory Policy Committee 
(MPC) from February 7.

Recent data has indicated a cooling infla-
tion, providing room for the RBI to go for the 
rate cut, analysts said.

Sector-wise, the Nifty PSU Bank index 
gained 0.60 per cent, the most among the 11 
sectors on the NSE. Banking stocks on the 
BSE also edged higher, gaining 0.68 per cent. 

Similarly, global markets traded on a 
mixed note amid political tension in the UK.

The Indian rupee lost 20 paise to settle 
at 71.24 per US dollar against the previous 
close of 71.04.
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Many Questions 
Left Unanswered
A 

lot of noise is being made in the name of the 
Grand Alliance. It is true that if the opposition 
unites, the BharatiyaJanata Party (BJP) will find 
it really difficult to retain power at the Centre. 

But it is not rocket science. In a democracy such things 
do happen. A united opposition most of the times, has 
proved more powerful than the ruling party. Since 1977 on 
a number of occasions India has also witnessed the same. 
As the opposition made it a point to prevent any division 
of opposition votes, the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
lost in 1977 general elections. During 90s the country has 
seen many experiments with coalition politics. Many pre-
poll, post-poll alliances were made and broken. In fact, 
even in the last general elections it was Congress vs. BJP 
led National Democratic Alliance (NDA). The outcome of 
the polls is still fresh in our minds. The Congress couldn’t 
win even 50 seats, whereas buoyed by the coalition 
strength BJP bagged complete and simple majority in the 
LokSabha. So it is quite natural for political parties to talk 
about coalition politics ahead of general elections. But 
there is a lot of difference in what the opposition parties 
are say and what they actually are. Firstly, no coalition can 
be strong enough if its main agenda remains just to beat 
the ruling party. The opposition parties will have to reach 
the electorate with an alternative programme to woo them. 
Sadly, the supporters of grand alliance are yet to come 
out with any alternative programmes. Definitely India’s 
plurality is under attack today. If the opposition parties 
think that weapon is powerful enough to propel them to 
power, they are mistaken. Apart from intolerance, there are 
many more burning problems which need to be addressed 
immediately. What about the economic crisis the country 
is facing today? Do the opposition parties have any plans to 
tackle this problem? How will they solve the farmers’ issue? 
Everyone knows that loan waiver is not a solution. But to 
garner votes the opposition ruled states are announcing 
loan waivers putting the future of development and 
welfare measures in jeopardy. Manufacturing sector is 
also being neglected. The Modi Government has failed to 
create two crore jobs per annum. But how many jobs they 
are planning to create, the opposition parties will have 
to announce. The banking sector is sinking. What are the 
steps the opposition parties are planning to take in-order 
to revitalise the sector? What will be our foreign policy, 
especially with the neighbours need to be answered before 
the opposition seek votes from the people.

But the opposition camp seems to be in no mood to 
answer all these vital questions. The parties seem to be 
interested only in seat sharing agreements. The lack of 
cohesion among the oppositionparties have come to fore. 
In Uttar Pradesh, the SP-BSP alliance haskept only two 
seats for the Congress. Naturally it left the century-old 
party fuming. The party has already announced that it will 
fight in all the 80 seats in UP. Odisha Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaikhas decided to maintain equidistance from both 
Congress and BJP. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee is also following Naveen’s footsteps. So there is 
nothing grand about the proposed ‘grand alliance.’

Roshna N | IANS

Craig Jeffrey | TheConversation

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love 
that never gives up on me. Help me to love 

You wholeheartedly.

“What’s one thing you can’t give up?” the radio host 
asked. Listeners called in with some interesting an-

swers. Some mentioned their families, including a hus-
band who shared memories of a deceased wife. Others 
shared they can’t give up on their dreams, such as making 
a living in music or becoming a mother. All of us have 
something we treasure dearly—a person, a passion, a 
possession—something we can’t give up.

In the book of Hosea, God tells us that He won’t give up 
on His chosen people Israel, His treasured possession. As 
Israel’s loving husband, God provided her with everything 
she needed: land, food, drink, clothing, and security. Yet 
like an adulterous spouse, Israel rejected God and sought 
her happiness and security elsewhere. The more God pur-
sued her, the further she drifted away (Hosea 11:2). How-
ever, though she had hurt Him deeply, He would not give 
her up (v. 8). He would discipline Israel so as to redeem 
her; His desire was to re-establish His relationship with 
her (v. 11).

Today, all God’s children can have the same assurance: 
His love for us is a love that will never let us go (Romans 
8:37–39). If we’ve wandered from Him, He yearns for us 
to return. When God disciplines us, we can be comforted 
that it’s a sign of His pursuit, not of His rejection. We are 
His treasure; He won’t give up on us.

Settlement 
of Indo-

Naga Talk

Bio-Adsorbents: Cost-Effective Option For 
Ridding Industrial Wastewater of Heavy Metals 

The Indian Ocean Region May Soon Play a Lead Role in World Affairs

T
he Framework 
Agreement which 
was said to have 
been signed on Au-

gust 3, 2015 is a recognition 
of the uniqueness of the 
Naga political situation and 
history. If so, it is a recogni-
tion of the Memorandum of 
the Naga elders submitted 
to the Simon Commission 
in 1929 and the Naga Plebi-
scite in 1951. If the Memo-
randum submitted to the 
Simon Commission and 
the Plebiscite are recog-
nised, separate Naga entity 
is recognised. If separate 
entity of the Nagas is recog-
nised, having own flag and 
constitution is not another 
issue to be taken up but it 
is already inclusive in the 
recognition of the separate 
entity of the Nagas. There is 
no ambiguity. Besides this, 
sharing sovereignty is to be 
worked out in the best in-
terest of both sides.

The movement of the 
Nagas for their nationhood 
is not a rebellion or insur-
gency against India or any 
State but this is their aspi-
ration to live together as a 
fraternal nationhood under 
the same roof of entity. So 
on the part of the Nagas, 
it should be a movement 
with the fear of God and it 
should not be regarded as 
hostility by any one.

Rev. L Suohie Mhasi

T
he United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP) has reported that 
India is on the verge of becoming 
a highly water-stressed country. At 

this stage, reducing wastewater generation 
and water recycling should be given due im-
portance. Reuse of industrial wastewater has 
been in practice for a long time in India, and 
this water is mainly used for agriculture pur-
poses in nearby areas. However, this has led 
to high levels of heavy metal concentration in 
vegetables grown with industrial wastewater.

India generates around 13,500 million 
litres of industrial wastewater every day, an 
alarming amount of which is discharged into 
natural water sources without proper treat-
ment, owing to the high costs involved.

This unprocessed sludge contains large 
amounts of heavy metals, which can pose a 
serious health hazard to people. These metals 
can enter the human body via water, air and 
food - or even absorption through the skin - 
and accumulate in the tissues, leading to skin 
cancer, bone defects, mental retardation in 
children and chronic damage to the nervous 
system et al.

A study conducted by the Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources analysed the amount of heavy 
metals in Indian rivers from 2014 to 2017. High 
concentrations of these metals, exceeding the 
permissible limits for drinking water, were ob-
served in big rivers such as the Ganga, Rapti, 
Ramganga, Subarnarekha, and Tungabhadra.

Observing the standards for heavy met-
als in these rivers is essential, as nearly 80 per 
cent of the rural population and 50 per cent of 
the urban population depend on surface and 
groundwater for domestic purposes. However, 
no rigorous action has been taken in this regard.

Concentration of heavy metals such as 
lead, cadmium, and chromium in edible fish 
tissues in Indian rivers is around 1.4-17 µg/g 
of dry weight (permissible limit - 0.5 µg/g), 
0.62-34 µg/g (permissible limit - 0.5 µg/g), 
and 0.75-18 µg/g (permissible limit - 2 µg/g) 
respectively.

Techniques For Removing Heavy Metals
There are physical, chemical, and biological 
methods to remove heavy metals from indus-
trial wastewater.

Physical methods include membrane 
separation, adsorption, screening and gravity 
concentration.

Chemical methods such as chemical pre-
cipitation use chemical reagents to increase 
the particle size of the colloidal suspension 
and the heavy metals are then removed via a 
filtration process. Some of the biological tech-
niques such as activated sludge process and 
trickling filters use microorganisms for re-
moval treatments.

Among the treatment techniques, adsorp-
tion (a substance that aborbs another) is the 
most effective and eco-friendly. In this proc-
ess, heavy metals in water adhere to the sur-
face of an adsorbent via physical or chemical 
interaction. Adsorption occurs only at the 
surface of the material (adsorbent). The most 
common adsorbent used in industries is acti-
vated carbon, for removing heavy metals, toxic 
gases, and other elements. Even though it is 
widely used for many industrial activities, its 
high cost (Rs 30,000-60,000/tonne) is a draw-
back.

Organic Waste As Heavy Metal Adsorbents
In recent years, various studies have been car-
ried out to develop safe and cost-effective ad-
sorbents. Research shows that organic waste 
can be used as an adsorbent. Such bio-adsorb-
ents consist of different functional groups, 
such as hydroxyls and amines, that have a 
great affinity for metal ions. In India, around 
150 million tonnes of agricultural waste is gen-
erated annually. Using organic waste as bio-
adsorbents could help agro-industries and 
farmers manage their waste efficiently, and 
generate additional revenue.

The adsorptive power of many organic 
wastes such as waste tea leaves, rice husk, ba-
nana peel, coconut palm leaves, sugarcane ba-
gasse, and mango peel was investigated. Such 
bio-adsorbents, without any modifications, 
have lower adsorbent capabilities. Modified 

bio-adsorbents with higher metal adsorption 
capacity were made via chemical treatment. 
Charred banana peel, charred xanthated 
sugarcane bagasse, charred orange peel, and 
charred chlorinated tea leaves are some of the 
modified low-cost adsorbents. A modified ad-
sorbent is a cost-effective alternative for acti-
vated carbon. In fact, a few of them have better 
adsorptive power than activated carbon.

Adsorbed heavy metals can then be recov-
ered via acid or base treatment, and the bio-
adsorbents can then be reused. This will create 
additional income for industries.

The Way Forward
Deployment of cost-effective technologies 
for water treatment (such as bio-adsorbents) 
will have significant traction in the upcom-
ing years as there are growing concerns about 
the quality of recycled water. However, adop-
tion of bio-adsorbents in Indian industries is 
not even in the primitive stage. As an initial 
step, setting up a bio-adsorbent ‘pilot plant’ 
in existing common effluent treatment plants 
(CETPs) is an economically viable option. CE-
TPs can opt for existing financial assistance 
schemes from central and state pollution con-
trol boards and state governments for technol-
ogy upgrades.

The collection and supply of bio-adsorb-
ents also need proper management. Suitable 
agro-waste collection mechanisms should 
be developed by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
These could help in generating additional 
revenue for farmers and also reduce smoke 
and haze resulting from agro-waste burn-
ing. Therefore, with collaborative efforts from 
industries, pollution control boards, agro-
producers, and water supply departments, 
recycling and management of toxic industrial 
wastewater can be carried out in an economi-
cal way.

Roshna N. is a Research Engineer at 
Bengaluru’s Center for Study of Science, 

Technology and Policy [CSTEP], a research-
policy think tank. The views expressed are 

those of CSTEP. The author may be contacted 
at roshana@cstep.in

I
n recent days, Australia’s foreign min-
ister Marise Payne announced efforts 
to strengthen Australia’s involvement 
in the Indian Ocean Region, and the 

importance of working with India in de-
fence and other activities. Speaking at the 
Raisina Dialogue in Delhi – a geopolitical 
conference co-hosted by the Indian gov-
ernment – Payne said:

“Our respective futures are intertwined 
and heavily dependent on how well we co-
operate on the challenges and opportu-
nities in the Indian Ocean in the decades 
ahead.”

Among Payne’s announcements was 
A$25 million for a four-year infrastructure 
programme in South Asia (The South Asia 
Regional Infrastructure Connectivity initi-
ative, or SARIC), which will primarily focus 
on the transport and energy sectors.

She also pointed to increasing defence 
activities in the Indian Ocean, noting that 
in 2014, Australia and India had conducted 
11 defence activities together, with the fig-
ure reaching 38 in 2018.

Payne’s speech highlights the emer-
gent power of the Indian Ocean Region 
in world affairs. The region comprises the 
ocean itself and the countries that border 
it. These include Australia, India, Indo-
nesia, Bangladesh, Madagascar, Somalia, 
Tanzania, South Africa, the United Arab 
Emirates and Yemen.

In terms of global political significance, 
the Atlantic Ocean can be viewed as the 
ocean of our grandparents and parents; 
the Pacific Ocean as the ocean of us and 
our children and the Indian Ocean as the 
ocean of our children and grandchildren.

There is an obvious sense in which 
the region is the future. The average age 
of people in the region’s countries is un-
der 30, compared to 38 in the US and 46 
in Japan. The countries bordering the In-
dian Ocean are home to 2.5 billion people, 
which is one-third of the world’s popula-
tion.

But there is also a strong economic and 
political logic to spotlighting the Indian 
Ocean as a key emerging region in world 
affairs and strategic priority for Australia.

Some 80% of the world’s maritime oil 
trade flows through three narrow pas-
sages of water, known as choke points, in 
the Indian Ocean. This includes the Strait 
of Hormuz – located between the Persian 
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman – which pro-
vides the only sea passage from the Per-
sian Gulf to the open ocean.

The economies of many Indian Ocean 
countries are expanding rapidly as inves-
tors seek new opportunities. Bangladesh, 
India, Malaysia and Tanzania witnessed 
economic growth in excess of 5% in 2017 – 
well above the global average of 3.2%.

India is the fastest growing major 
economy in the world. With a population 
expected to become the world’s largest in 

the coming decades, it is also the one with 
the most potential.

Politically, the Indian Ocean is becom-
ing a pivotal zone of strategic competition. 
China is investing hundreds of billions of 
dollars in infrastructure projects across 
the region as part of its One Belt One Road 
initiative.

For instance, China gave Kenya a 
US$3.2 billion loan to construct a 470 kilo-
metre railway (Kenya’s biggest infrastruc-
ture project in over 50 years) linking the 
capital Nairobi to the Indian Ocean port 
city of Mombasa.

Chinese state-backed firms are also 
investing in infrastructure and ports in 
Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and Bangladesh. 
Western powers, including Australia and 
the US, have sought to counter-balance 
China’s growing influence across the re-
gion by launching their own infrastruc-
ture funds – such as the US$113 million 
US fund announced last August for dig-
ital economy, energy and infrastructure 
projects.

In security terms, piracy, unregulated 
migration and the continued presence of 
extremist groups in Somalia, Bangladesh 
and parts of Indonesia pose significant 
threats to Indian ocean countries.

Countries in the region need to col-
laborate to build economic strength and 
address geopolitical risks, and there is a 
logical leadership role for India, being the 
largest player in the region.

Prime Minister NarendraModi told the 
Shangri La Dialogue in June, 2008:

“The Indo-Pacific is a natural region. It 

is also home to a vast array of global op-
portunities and challenges. I am increas-
ingly convinced with each passing day that 
the destinies of those of us who live in the 
region are linked.”

More than previous Indian prime min-
isters, Modi has travelled up and down the 
east coast of Africa to promote coopera-
tion and strengthen trade and investment 
ties, and he has articulated strong visions 
of India-Africa cooperative interest.

Broader groups are also emerging. In 
1997, nations bordering the Bay of Bengal 
established the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multisectoral Technical and Economic Co-
operation (BIMSTEC), which works to pro-
mote trade links and is currently negotiat-
ing a free trade agreement. Australia, along 
with 21 other border states, is a member of 
the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 
which seeks to promote sustainable eco-
nomic growth, trade liberalisation and 
security.

But, notwithstanding India’s energy 
and this organisational growth, Indian 
Ocean cooperation is weak relative to At-
lantic and Pacific initiatives.

Australia’s 2017 Foreign Policy White 
Paper seeks to support IORA in areas such 
as maritime security and international 
law. Private organisations, such as the 
Minderoo Foundation, are doing impres-
sive research – as part of the Flourishing 
Oceans intiative – on the migration of sea 
life in an effort to advance environmental 
sustainability and conservation.

But Australia could focus more on how 
to promote the Indian Ocean. In Australia’s 

foreign affairs circles, there used to be a 
sense Asia stopped at Malta. But it seems 
the current general understanding of the 
“Indo-Pacific” extends west only as far as 
India.

What this misses – apart from the his-
torical relevance and contemporary eco-
nomic and political significance of the In-
dian Ocean region generously defined – is 
the importance of the ocean itself.

Not just important for trade and ties
If the ocean was a rainforest, and widely 
acknowledged as a repository of enor-
mous biodiversity, imagine the uproar at 
its current contamination and the clamour 
around collaborating across all countries 
bordering the ocean to protect it.

The reefs, mangroves and marine spe-
cies that live in the ocean are under immi-
nent threat. According to some estimates, 
the Indian Ocean is warming three times 
faster than the Pacific Ocean.

Overfishing, coastal degradation and 
pollution are also harming the ocean. This 
could have catastrophic implications for 
the tens of millions of fishermen depend-
ent on the region’s marine resources and 
the enormous population who rely on the 
Indian Ocean for their protein.

Australia must continue to strengthen 
its ties in the region – such as with India 
and Indonesia – and also build new con-
nections, particularly in Africa. 

Craig Jeffrey, Director and CEO of the 
Australia India Institute; Professor of 

Development Geography, University of 
Melbourne.
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Around 80% of the world’s maritime oil trade passes through the Indian Ocean. And the economic and 
political might of the region is growing.
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What Can’t You 
Give Up?

BIBLE READ:  HOSEA 11:8-11      
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

[Nothing] will be able to separate  
us from the love of God.

~  Romans 8:39



A depiction of the siege of Jerusalem taken from f. 40v of Histoire d’Outremer by William of Tyre. Image courtesy the 
Trustees of the British Library
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Social events and 
group activities are likely to take up most of 
your day, Aries. You could come into contact 
with so many people you may not be able to 

keep track of them all. Get contact information for all new 
acquaintances. You should experience a lot of intellectual 
stimulation. Conversations take up most of your energy. 
This should be an enjoyable but tiring day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you might 
work on a lot of writing, Taurus. It might be 
your own or editing the work of others. You 
could find what you’re doing exciting and stim-

ulating. Phone calls to interesting people could also take 
place. The only caution is don’t tire yourself out. You could 
be on such an intellectual high that mundane matters like 
meals slip your mind.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you’ve been 
thinking of taking a long trip by air, Gemini, 
this is the day to start planning it - or even 
leave, if you can work it in. Your excitement 

and anticipation are high, and your sense of adventure 
is at a peak. You won’t complete the day without doing 
something unusual or exciting, such as going to a con-
cert, play, or sporting event. You will remember it for a 
long time.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Paperwork re-
garding money might need attention today, 
Cancer, as you could be planning to entertain 
visitors. These are apt to be exciting people 

bringing good news and interesting information. You 
might also expect a delivery of some new books or equip-
ment, and this should contribute to the excitement. The 
doors to adventure are going to open up in some way. Use 
this to your advantage.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  You might spend hours 
on the phone today, Leo, possibly discussing 
opportunities to perform services for others. 
Your mental and physical energy should be 

high. You will want to use as many tools as you can to get 
whatever information you need, including books and the 
Internet. You’re going to want to get out and walk or work 
out, as you will need to work off excess energy.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): New, exciting oppor-
tunities to earn more money might come your 
way today, Virgo perhaps through new fields. 
Colleagues could bring information. Your sense 

of adventure is high, so risks might seem more attractive 
than usual. Don’t get carried away. Don’t forget to explore 
every possibility in detail before committing to anything. 
Nothing is certain, even on days like today.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Friendships or love 
relationships formed today are rooted as much 
in intellectual compatibility as emotional at-
traction, Libra. Stimulating conversations 

could take place with old and new friends alike. Creative 
projects go well. If you’ve been looking for some informa-
tion, you should find it today. This should be a very busy, 
exciting day on a number of different levels.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re gener-
ally intuitive, Scorpio, but today you could be 
so sensitive to others that you pick up on just 
about everything. Stay away from hospitals or 

police stations if you can. You might absorb everyone’s 
pain. It’s better to put this vibe to work spiritually or artis-
tically. Seek friends and colleagues who work with you in 
these departments and you should have a wonderful day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Expect a 
busy day, Sagittarius. You’re likely to spend a lot 
of time in the car running errands and paying 
visits, perhaps related to projects. A number of 

phone calls might have to be made to friends or members 
of a group with which you’re affiliated. This might involve 
sharing good news or exciting information that can lead 
to intriguing conversations. The day could be stimulating 
as well as busy.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
might want to put one last burst of effort into 
a project, as this could make a big difference 
to your income and status, Capricorn. It could 

put you before the public in some way. Your physical en-
ergy is high and mental abilities especially sharp. What-
ever you choose to work on will be accomplished quickly 
and skillfully. Relations with others will be congenial and 
supportive.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18):  So many ideas 
are flooding your mind today that you might 
have trouble sorting them out if you don’t write 
them down, Aquarius. They could involve trav-

el, education, group activities, writing, and publishing. 
You might want to discuss them with friends or members 
of a group to which you belong. Your mind is in the clouds, 
so practical matters could seem tedious.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  A copious amount 
of physical and mental energy could focus on 
psychic, metaphysical, or spiritual activities to-
day, Pisces. You’re feeling especially intuitive. 

You could almost read minds. One possible channel for all 
this energy is service to others, perhaps counseling or may-
be even healing of some kind. You might also want to write 
down your ideas on whatever subject interests you most.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Jonathan Rubin | Aeon

Jahnavi Sen | thewire.in

How the Latin East Contributed to a Unique Cultural World

Fact Check: Are India’s Employment Numbers Really Low Because Women Don’t Want to Work?

O
n 15 July 1099, the ar-
mies of the First Cru-
sade, which departed 
from their European 

homelands about three years 
earlier, broke into Jerusalem 
and conquered it. This marked 
the beginning of an almost 
200-year period in which the 
Holy Land was ruled by a Latin 
Catholic elite. Latins arrived for 
a wide range of motives, con-
tributing to the development 
of what is referred to in schol-
arly discourse as ‘Frankish soci-
ety’. It is often assumed that the 
Western population that settled 
in the Holy Land had very little 
interest in learning. Thus, for ex-
ample, the late British historian 
Steven Runciman wrote in his 
influential A History of the Cru-
sades (1951-54) that the society 
of the Crusader states, including 
the Kingdom of Jerusalem, ‘con-
sisted almost entirely of soldiers 
and merchants, [and] was not 
fitted to create or maintain a 
high intellectual standard’. And 
the German historian Hans E 
Mayer has argued that, except 
in the field of feudal customary 
law, ‘the Franks contributed lit-
tle or nothing to the advance-
ment of science and learning in 
the Middle Ages’.

And yet, it now seems that 
the Kingdom of Jerusalem did, 
in fact, make its own important 
cultural contributions. In 1281, 
a certain John of Antioch gave a 
beautiful codex to a Hospitaller 
knight named William of San-
to Stefano. At the heart of the 
precious volume were French 
translations that John had pre-
pared of two Latin works dat-
ing to the days of ancient Rome: 

Cicero’s De inventione and the 
anonymous RhetoricaadHeren-
nium. In the production of these 
translations, John was not only 
fulfilling the request of an im-
portant knight but also making a 
significant step in the history of 
the French language: at the time, 
translations from Latin into 
French were rare and innovative, 
and never before had a com-
plete Latin text on rhetoric been 
translated into French. Further-
more, to these translations John 
appended one of the earliest 
vernacular treatises on logic. But 
the most surprising detail con-
cerning this book is that it was 
produced thousands of kilo-
metres from the contemporary 
centres of Western learning, in a 
port city that then served as the 
capital of the Crusader Kingdom 
of Jerusalem: Acre.

An additional text that is 
particularly useful in order to 
get a glimpse of the intellec-
tual arena that developed in 
the Kingdom of Jerusalem is the 
Notitia de Machometo or ‘In-
formation about Muhammed’. 
This treatise was composed in 
1271, also in Acre, by a Domini-
can named William of Tripoli. It 
was dedicated to Teobaldo Vis-
conti, a prominent churchman 
who arrived at Acre on pilgrim-
age, and, while in the city, was 
notified of his election as Pope 
Gregory X. William writes that 
his reason for compiling this 
text was that he understood 
that Teobaldo was interested in 
Islam. This led him to produce 
an impressive survey of Islamic 
history, custom and theology, 
which includes numerous Qu-
ranic passages in (mostly accu-
rate) Latin translation, as well 
as considerable information 

that was very hard to come by at 
the time in Latin Christendom, 
for example a precise account 
of the Muslim prayer. Carefully 
reading the Notitia, it becomes 
clear that William must have 
consulted various texts, some of 
which are no longer extant. Be-
yond texts, William also made 
use of informants, at least some 
of whom were Eastern Chris-
tian, probably Copts.

The circumstances of the 
Notitia’s writing show that cer-
tain milieus working in the 
Kingdom were considered as 
holding high-quality informa-
tion about Islam and, indeed, 
that some groups, such as the 
Dominicans, were curious 
about the rival religion, and 
knew Arabic well enough to pro-
duce precise translations of Qu-
ranic sections. We can also see 
the importance of the contact 
between Latins who spent long 
years, even a lifetime, in the Lat-
in East, and those who stayed 
there only briefly, both for the 

development of knowledge and 
learning in the Kingdom of Je-
rusalem and in the West. It was 
this contact that triggered the 
writing of the Notitia, as well 
as other works, and it was also 
such an exchange that brought 
the Notitia to the West, where it 
was copied and re-edited. Such 
contacts also brought updated 
knowledge and new intellectual 
trends, such as the rising popu-
larity of academic Roman law, 
to the Crusader Kingdom of Je-
rusalem.

That William used texts 
which we no longer have is also 
significant: given the violent end 
of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, it 
is clear that many volumes that 
once circulated there were lost 
forever. Studying this cultural 
environment, one should be 
careful deducing from the small 
number of extant texts that, 
therefore, little learning took 
place. Furthermore, one should 
read the surviving texts carefully 
searching for clues to works that 

have not reached us. When this 
is done, it becomes clear that 
the Kingdom of Jerusalem had 
mechanisms for the preserva-
tion and transmission of knowl-
edge of Oriental culture acquired 
by previous generations.

In the Notitia, a set of West-
ern Marian legends was trans-
lated from Latin or French 
into Arabic, and subsequently 
adopted by the Coptic and Ethi-
opian churches. At the same 
time, the fact that the Notitia 
reveals hardly any evidence for 
direct contact with Muslims is 
also crucial in understanding 
the cultural history of the King-
dom. The Muslims’ encounter 
with the Latins of the First Cru-
sade might have left such a bit-
ter taste among the former that 
they possibly tended to refrain 
from all unnecessary give-and-
take with the Franks, even long 
after the situation stabilised. 
The Frankish conquest also 
seems to have led to the depar-
ture of the Muslim elite from the 

territories taken, making it diffi-
cult for the Franks to find Mus-
lim intellectuals with whom to 
communicate. Finally, while 
the Muslim territory in which 
the Latins established the King-
dom of Jerusalem did not lack 
scholars and learning, it seems 
that this pre-Crusade intellec-
tual arena was limited, more or 
less, to the fields of Islamic stud-
ies. This would explain why the 
Latins who arrived to this region 
felt that they had little to learn 
from the Muslims they met.

As their names imply, John 
of Antioch and William of Tripo-
li were likely both natives of the 
Latin East, and it was there that 
they received their education. 
Both wrote in the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem, producing works 
that were innovative and origi-
nal, even in comparison with 
contemporaneous European 
culture. They could not have 
achieved this without a suit-
able environment. John was led 
to translate the De inventione 
and the RhetoricaadHerennium 
on William of Santo Stefano’s 
request, and William of Tripoli 
would not have been able to 
produce the Notitia without 
benefitting from knowledge ac-
quired by other friars. Clearly, 
this intellectual arena had its 
limitations, most notably, the 
limited degree of exchanges 
with Muslims. At the same time, 
however, the circumstances 
that characterised the Latin East 
also contributed to the develop-
ment of a unique cultural world. 
For example, the experimental 
attitudes toward the French lan-
guage, which led to, among oth-
ers, John of Antioch’s pioneering 
translations, were probably the 
result of the limited availability 

of Latin teaching and expertise 
in the Kingdom.

The Kingdom of Jerusa-
lem was no intellectual desert. 
While it had its limitations, and 
while it might justly seem disap-
pointing to us that the potential 
it theoretically had to create a 
cultural bridge between East 
and West was not fulfilled, it is 
worthy of attention as part of 
the history of the Crusades and, 
more widely, of the relations be-
tween East and West in the Mid-
dle Ages.

There are also some general 
lessons. For one thing, the case 
of the Kingdom of Jerusalem 
shows that studying ‘peripher-
ies’ is no less rewarding than 
studying ‘centres’. Indeed, the 
social composition of periph-
eral societies, and the trans-
fer of ideas and people to and 
from them, make such areas 
particularly interesting for the 
study of circulation and the 
development of ideas. Lacking 
the dominant intellectual elites 
which, in some cases, block or 
slow down certain novel trends, 
peripheries – with all their limi-
tations – can prove to make sig-
nificant cultural contributions 
to their centres. Indeed, it seems 
that while the natural inclina-
tion of scholars interested in 
intellectual history is to explore 
the known, central, established 
centres, we must not forget to 
also explore the accumulation, 
development and distribution 
of ideas and knowledge in more 
distant and less well-known 
hubs such as Acre.

Jonathan Rubin is a senior 
lecturer in the department 

of Land of Israel studies and 
archaeology at Bar-Ilan 

University, Israel

“There is large section of 
females who by choice don’t 
apply or don’t work,” Union 
minister PrakashJavadekar 
has said.

T
he Union minister would not deny 
these statistics, and he has a simple 
explanation for them. These women 
simply don’t want to work; they aren’t 

applying for jobs and so they should not be 
counted in the country’s reportedly burgeon-
ing unemployment numbers.

New Delhi: Human resource development 
minister PrakashJavadekar is unhappy. While 
his government has done a lot of good work, 
he argues, people are bent upon fixating on 
the bad. Take employment, for instance – an 
issue the NarendraModi government has 
been facing public anger about for a while 
now. Jobs are being created, the minister said 
at a workshop organised by CII on Tuesday, it’s 
just that unreliable data is messing with the 
government’s image.

“Rozgaarmeinkyahotahai, rozgaarkit-
nemilein, uskicharchanahihoti. Sweepers 
keliyeya railways kiliyeek lakh kibhartihu-
iekdhakkemein, iskicharchanahihoti. ‘Ded-
hcrore logon ne application kiye, yaani-
kitniberozgaarihai,’ aisa log kehtehain. …
lekinvibhinnkaranon se, rozgaarkeaankde hi 
sahimaatrameinuplabdhnahihai, unhe col-
lect karnekivyavasthanahihai. Labour Bureau 
jokartihaiwoh organised sector kakartihai, 
usme unorganised sector nahiaata. Self-em-
ployment katohmujhe koi system nahidikhta, 
jisseaankdeikkathehon

(The thing about employment is, people 
refuse to talk about the jobs that have been 
created. Recently the railways inducted one 
lakh sweepers, but nobody will talk about 
that. They will focus on the fact that 1.5 crore 
people applied, and use that to say ‘There is 

so much unemployment’. …For a variety of 
reasons, we don’t have access to the right em-
ployment data. What the Labour Bureau has is 
only for the organised sector, the unorganised 
sector is not included in that. And with self-
employment, I don’t know how that data can 
be collected anyway).”

So does Javadekar’s alibi about the prob-
lem of collecting data on employment in the 
unorganised sector hold up? Not really.

The Labour Bureau did, in fact, regularly 
release data on the unorganised sector until 
2015. However, the Modi government then 
decided to stop conducting the Employment 
and Unemployment Survey, which measured 
the unemployment rate in India, and did not 
release the numbers for 2016-17.

Women and work in India
Javadekar also said the government had 

no control over another factor depressing In-
dia’s real employment numbers – women who 
just don’t want to work.

“By choice the people who don’t work, be-
cause we talk about female participation, but 
there is large section of females who by choice 
don’t apply or don’t work. So how will we clas-
sify that, will we classify it as unemployment?”

Javadekar is right about one thing – people 
do often raise the issue of female labour force 
participation in India. The share of women 
workers in the country is falling – it has gone 
from 34.1% in 1999-2000 to 24.2% in 2011-12.

According to the National Sample Sur-
vey Office, the labour force participation rate 
(number of persons in the labour force per 
1,000 persons) for women in rural areas above 
the age of 15 was 33.0% in 1992 and 25.3% in 
2011. The same statistic for urban women fell 
from 16.5% in 1993 to 15.5% in 2011. In rural 
areas, a majority of the women leaving the 
workforce are from lower income classes.

Years of research and analysis, however, 
paint a far more complicated picture.

Not just any job
One part of the decline in the female LFPR, 
particularly in the 15-24 age group, could be 
ascribed to the fact that more women are en-

rolling in higher studies, and thus not avail-
able to work than before. But the fall in num-
bers is far too sharp for this to explain more 
than a small share.

Another explanation that is often offered 
is that women choose not to work once the 
household reaches a certain income level, 
because they do not have to. Again, while Ja-
vadekar would count them in the category of 
women who don’t “want” to work, NamitaB-
handare’s series in IndiaSpend looked at how 
women’s agency plays a role:

A man is expected to have a paid job.  
When he seeks one, he needs nobody’s per-
mission. Girls and women, on the other hand, 
almost without exception must have the per-
mission of their fathers, brothers, husbands 
and in some cases even village panchayats 
in order to work or even learn skills that will 
make them employable.

Given this, the quality of employment be-
comes even more important for women. It 
has to be safe, close to home and have fixed 
hours that do not interfere with household 
labour. And if no job is able to fulfil these re-
quirements, the women often do not join the 
work force – even if they may want to.

According to an ILO study, while rising 
household incomes have meant that women 
move away from agricultural labour, there 
has not been enough non-farm employment 
available to absorb them. This, according to 
the organisation, can only be remedied in 
countries like India by a focus on creating ‘de-
cent work’ and ensuring that women have the 
freedom to choose to work outside the home.

The gender pay gap in India is significant. 
According to the 2018 State of Working India 
report published by AzimPremji University, 
women earn between 35% and 85% of what 
a man does, depending on job and level of 
education.

Demand for MGNREGA work has prov-
en that it is not “tough” physical labour that 
women are choosing to stay away from – a 
fact that surprised several observers. In fact, 
the number of women in public construc-
tion work rose sharply after the scheme was 

implemented in 2005. According to the State 
of Working India report, “Almost 5.8 million 
usual status women workers were added to 
the rural construction sector over the period 
2004-05 to 2011-12, out of which more than 
50 per cent were in public construction work.” 
The importance of the right pay and access to 
work, then, cannot be ignored.

A research paper published by the NITI 
Aayog supports this argument. According to 
the researchers, the ‘discouraged worker ef-
fect‘ may be at play for women in rural India – 
a fruitless search for the right kind of job leads 
to them deciding not to work at all:

Among all the arguments, income effect, 
education effect and the problem of underes-
timation, what is left unnoticed is the structur-
al transformation of the economy and its re-
sultant impact on the female labour market in 
the whole process. With an increase in income 
levels of the households, a woman no longer 
prefers working as an unpaid worker or a help-
er or as a casual worker unless the work is re-
munerative (as in MGNREGA). However, such 
opportunities are limited in rural India and as 
a result women are not finding jobs matching 
their preference (regular part-time jobs close 
to their households). Furthermore, with low 
skill levels, jobs in the non-farm sector are also 
limited. These factors perhaps have led to the 
withdrawal of women from the labour force.

There those who agree with Javadekar 
that it is rising household incomes and more 
women joining higher education that is large-
ly leading to the fall in numbers, such as the 
authors of this World Bank policy paper. But 
even for them, this does not mean that the 
government can hold up its hands, particular-
ly if it is serious about its promise of doubling 
rural incomes. The authors argue:

The findings…suggest that conventional 
approaches to increasing female labor force 
participation (such as education and skills 
and legal provisions) will be insufficient. Poli-
cies should center on promoting the accept-
ability of female employment and investing 
in growing economic sectors that are more 
attractive for female employment

What is work?
Another reason why women’s labour force 
participation may be decreasing, according to 
researchers, is that what we measure as work 
is skewed in the first place – and reinforces 
gender roles within the household, making 
it difficult for women to be financially inde-
pendent. The assumption in Javadekar’s state-
ment is that the women not in the workforce 
are choosing not to work – but what if they are, 
in fact, too busy with unpaid (household) la-
bour to do what is recognised as ‘work’?

Take this statement from a PARI article 
about Lilabai, a woman in Phalode village, 
Maharashtra:

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. six days a week, 
Lilabai is at the state-runanganwadi to cook 
food for 30 kids and for pregnant women in 
the village. By the time she reaches the angan-
wadi, she has already been up and working for 
seven hours. And she stops only around 10 at 
night. When Lilabai wakes up by 3 a.m., one of 
her first tasks is fetching water from a well two 
kilometres away.

For statistical purposes, Lilabai works 
a four-hour day. But her entire day is spent 
working – it’s just that that work is invisible, 
disguised as a woman’s duty to “care”.

In the West, access to affordable labour-
saving technologies (like a washing machine) 
and the socialisation of childcare, to an extent, 
made it easier for women to work outside the 
home. In India, however, women spend hours 
collecting firewood and water, caring for chil-
dren and the elderly, etc. – so on labour that 
is not recognised as ‘work’. The UjjwalaYojana, 
promising free LPG connections, could have 
mitigated this to some extent, but has failed 
to do so since poor households cannot afford 
cylinder refills.

Scholars have argued that this invisibilised 
work has important consequences: not only is 
the contribution not recognised, it leads to a 
devaluation of both women and their work. In 
addition, it ignores the fact that this care work 
is something that should be fairly distributed, 
rather than dismissed, as Javadekar did, simply 
as something women necessarily want to do.
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SC rejects pleas of five states seeking 
modification of order on DGPs’ selection

Plea against acting CBI chief’s 
appointment to be heard on Monday

Make online FIR filing facility available to 
passengers — Rajnath to Railway Ministry 

Government proposes 
new Emigration Bill

2018 sixth warmest since 1901; nearly 1,400 
died of harsh weather that year — IMD 

Former Union min. elected speaker of Rajasthan Assembly

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court Wednesday 
dismissed the pleas of five 
states seeking modification 
of its directions which had 
set out selection procedure 
and the two- year minimum 
fixed tenure for the director 
general of police (DGP), say-
ing the 2006 verdict wanted 
to insulate police machinery 
from “political” and “execu-
tive” interference.

Punjab, Haryana, West 
Bengal, Kerala and Bihar 
had moved the apex court 
seeking modification of the 
2006 verdict on police re-
forms and its subsequent 
July 3, 2018 order dealing 
with the selection procedure 
and fixed tenure of DGPs on 
the ground that they have 
enacted local laws or proce-
dures on these aspects.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi noted 
that in the verdict, the court 
had devised the mechanism 
of selection and fixed tenure 
of DGPs “while seeking to 
resolve the issue of insula-
tion of the police machinery 
from political/executive 
interference” and the direc-
tions were “wholesome” 
and if implemented, would 
subserve “public interest”. 

“The practice (of selec-
tion having UPSC play a 
role in empanelling IPS of-
ficers for appointment as 
DGPs) which has been fol-
lowed further fortifies our 
view that, for the present, 
the directions in Prakash 
Singh (judgement) read 
with the order of this court, 
dated July 3, 2018, would 
not require any correction 
or modification. All the ap-
plications (of five states) are 
dismissed accordingly,” the 
bench, also comprising Jus-
tices L Nageswara Rao and S 
K Kaul, said. 

On the selection and 
tenure of DGP, the apex 
court, in 2006, had directed 
that the police chief shall be 
selected by the state gov-
ernment from three senior-
most police officers who 
have been empanelled for 
promotion to that rank by 
the UPSC on the basis of 
their “length of service, very 
good record and range of 
experience for heading the 
police force”. 

It had also said that once 
an officer has been selected 
for the job, he or she should 
have a minimum tenure of 
at least two years irrespec-
tive of his date of superan-

nuation.
The judgement had fur-

ther said that the DGP may, 
however, be relieved of his 
responsibilities by the state 
acting in consultation with 
the State Security Commis-
sion on grounds like “con-
viction in a criminal offence 
or in a case of corruption, or 
if he is otherwise incapaci-
tated from discharging his 
duties”.

The directions were reit-
erated by the apex court on 
July 3, 2018 when it further 
directed that the states can-
not appoint any acting DGP 
and will have to follow the 
selection procedure with 
UPSC’s role in it.

It had passed a slew of 
directions on police reforms 
and stated that the states 
will have to send a list of 
senior police officers to the 
UPSC at least three months 
prior to the retirement of the 
incumbent.

The commission will 
then prepare a panel of three 
officers and intimate to the 
states, which in turn will 
immediately appoint one 
of the persons from that list.

Modifications of these 
directions were sought by 
states like Punjab which 

enacted a local law in 2007.
The law provided sepa-

rate selection procedures 
having no role of the UPSC 
in the empanelment of sen-
ior police officers for ap-
pointment as DGPs. Punjab, 
in 2018, amended the law.

The apex court noted 
that a plea challenging the 
local law of Punjab was al-
ready pending before it and 
“any expression of opinion 
of this court on the conten-
tions raised may have the ef-
fect of pre-judging the issues 
arising in the writ petition...” 

“On an in-depth con-
sideration, we are left with 
no doubt that the said di-
rections, keeping in mind 
the spirit in which the court 
has proceeded to issue the 
same, as set out in para-
graph 12 of the judgment 
in Prakash Singh ...., are 
wholesome and if the same 
are implemented, it will sub-
serve public interest until 
such time that the matter is 
heard finally,” it said.

UPSC Secretary Rakesh 
Kumar Gupta, who ap-
peared before the court, 
said that in pursuance of 
the judgement, a panel of 
eligible officers in the rank 
of DGP or the additional 

DGP had been drawn up by 
a committee of commission 
in as many as 12 states and 
panels consisted of repre-
sentatives of the UPSC, the 
Centre and the state govern-
ments concerned.

Taking note of the preva-
lent practice, the court said 
it further “fortifies” the view 
that, for the present, the 
directions would not require 
any correction or modifica-
tion. The apex court, while 
deciding the PIL filed by two 
former DGPs Prakash Singh 
and N K Singh in 2006, had 
issued several directions, 
including setting up of a 
state security commission, 
to ensure that the govern-
ment does not exercise un-
warranted influence on the 
police.

It had said the appoint-
ment of DGPs and police of-
ficers should be merit-based 
and transparent and officers 
like DGPs and Superintend-
ents of Police (SPs) should 
have a minimum fixed ten-
ure of two years.  However, 
when states enacted laws 
providing mechanism for 
DGP selection, the apex 
court had on July 3 last year 
kept the state laws in abey-
ance.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court is likely 
to hear on Monday a plea 
by NGO Common Cause 
challenging the appoint-
ment of M. Nageswara Rao 
as the acting Director of the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) after the ouster of 
Alok Verma.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi on 
Wednesday said the mat-
ter would be taken up next 
week after activist-lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan men-
tioned the plea challenging 
Rao’s appointment as the of-
ficiating head of the central 
probe agency for an urgent 
hearing.

Gogoi said “not possi-
ble” as Bhushan urged the 
court to hear the plea this 
week itself.  Common Cause 
had on January 14 moved 
the top court opposing Rao’s 
appointment as the interim 
Director and asked for di-
rections for laying down 
specific mechanisms to en-
sure transparency in the 
appointment process to the 
investigation agency.

It  had a lso  sought 
quashing a January 10 deci-
sion to appoint Rao as act-
ing head contending that it 
was “illegal, arbitrary, mala 
fide and in violation of the 
Delhi Police Special Estab-

lishment (DPSE) Act” and 
the judgement of the apex 
court in the Alok Verma and 
Vineet Narain cases.

It contended that the 
high-powered Selection 
Committee for appointment 
of the CBI Director has been 
completely bypassed by the 
union government which 
has arbitrarily, without any 
jurisdiction, appointed Rao 
on January 10.

“The appointment of 
Nageswara Rao as interim 
CBI Director was appar-
ently not made on the ba-
sis of recommendations of 
the high-powered Selection 
Committee. 

“The order dated Janu-
ary 10, 2019, states that the 
Appointment Committee 
of the Cabinet has approved 
the appointment of Nag-
eswara Rao ‘as per the earlier 
arrangements’,” NGO Com-
mon Cause has contended. 

“However, this earlier 
arrangement i.e. order dated 
October 23, 2018 making 
Rao the interim Director, 
had been quashed by this 
court vide order dated Janu-
ary 8, 2019 as it was made 
in violation of the proce-
dure for appointment of CBI 
Director as defined in the 
DPSE Act,” it has said.

The organisations has 
contended that the govern-

ment still invoked its ear-
lier order which has been 
quashed to once again make 
Rao interim Director of the 
CBI even though it was not 
the competent authority 
and did not have the powers 
to make the appointment.

The petition has also 
contended that while the 
high-powered committee 
was adequately balanced 
and provisions exist to safe-
guard the functional au-
tonomy of the CBI Direc-
tor, there has been a lack 
of transparency in the ap-
pointment of CBI Director 
which allows the govern-
ment to exercise “undue 
influence” in the appoint-
ment process, especially at 
the stage of shortlisting of 
candidates. “The Govern-
ment of India has attempted 
to stifle the independence of 
the institution of the CBI by 
appointing the Director of 
the CBI in an arbitant and 
illegal manner. 

“Further, the lack of 
transparency in the process 
of appointment prevents 
any meaningful public scru-
tiny and allows the gov-
ernment to exercise undue 
influence in the process, 
especially at the stage of 
shortlisting of candidates, 
thereby undermining the in-
stitution of CBI,” it has said.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): 
Asserting that jurisdiction 
issues, at times, cause har-
assment to people, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
Wednesday asked the rail-
way ministry to start a facil-
ity by which passengers can 
file FIRs online.

“There is no facility for a 
passenger to file an FIR on-
line. If somebody is travel-
ling by train (and something 
happens), he need to visit 
Government Railway Police 
(GRP) police station to get 
an FIR registered. It will then 
go to the state, to the district 
and eventually to the police 
station concerned. There is 
no guarantee that he would 
get the desired justice,” the 
minister said.

He said there has to be a 
provision for the passengers 
to file the FIR electronically.

“You (Railway Ministry 
official) need to discuss and 
decide on this (online FIR). 
We will provide all possible 
support from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs,” he said, 
citing the ‘crime and crimi-
nal tracking network and 

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): A total of 
1,428 people died due to extreme 
weather events in 2018, which was 
also the sixth warmest year since 
1901, a top government official 
said Wednesday. 

The average temperature over 
India during 2018 was “signifi-
cantly above normal”, the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) 
said in a statement.

The country’s average season 
mean temperatures were also 
“above the average” with the 
winter season (January- Febru-
ary, +0.59 degree Celsius) being 
the fifth warmest since 1901 
and the pre-monsoon season 

(March-May) the seventh warm-
est, it said. 

The average mean monthly 
temperatures were also “warmer 
than the normal” during all the 
months of the year except Decem-
ber, the statement said. 

Meteorologists have pointed 
out global warming as behind the 
rise in temperatures.

“During the year (2018), an-
nual mean surface air tempera-
ture, averaged over the country, 
was +0.41 degree Celsius above 
(1981-2010 period) average. The 
year 2018 was the sixth warmest 
year on record since nationwide 
records commenced in 1901,” the 

MeT statement said.
The five warmest years on 

record are: 2016 (+0.72 degree Cel-
sius), 2009 (+0.56 degree Celsius), 
2017 (+0.55 degree Celsius), 2010 
(+0.54 degree Celsius) and 2015 
(+0.42 degree Celsius).

The MeT said 11 out of 15 
warmest years were during the 
recent past 15 years (2004-2018).

“Extreme weather events over 
country during 2018. The year 
2018 was the sixth warmest year on 
record since nationwide records 
commenced in 1901. The other 
five warmest years are 2016, 2009, 
2017, 2010 and 2015, all recent 
years,” M Rajeevan, Secretary, 

Ministry of Earth Sciences, said 
on Twitter.

Citing media reports, he 
also posted a map depicting the 
number of deaths caused due to 
extreme weather patterns in the 
country that year.

Of the 1,428 deaths recorded 
last year, heavy rains and subse-
quent flooding, dust storms, thun-
derstorms and lightening claimed 
half the lives.

In Uttar Pradesh, 590 peo-
ple died due to extreme weather 
events. The state with the largest 
population in the country saw 
158 deaths due to flood and heavy 
rainfall, 166 deaths due to thun-

derstorm, lightening (39 deaths), 
dust storm (92 deaths) and cold 
wave took 135 lives.

The casualty due to heavy 
rains and subsequent flooding was 
almost half---688 deaths---of the 
total number of people perished 
in the country in 2018.

Kerala, which saw unprec-
edented rain from August 8 to 23, 
saw 223 deaths followed by Uttar 
Pradesh (158), Maharashtra (139), 
West Bengal (116) and Gujarat 52 
deaths. 

Cyclonic storms ‘Titli’ and 
‘Gaja’ killed 122 people, while ava-
lanche claimed 11 lives in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Parliament to meet from January 
31; interim budget on Feb. 1
New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): Parliament will meet from Jan-
uary 31 to February 13 for the Budget session with interim 
budget to be presented on February 1, it was officially 
announced on Wednesday. The session will begin with 
address by President Ram Nath Kovind to the joint sitting 
of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.  It will be the last session 
of the sixteenth Lok Sabha as the elections are likely to be 
held in April-May.  The brief session will have 10 sittings 
and the government is expected to make another push 
for getting the triple talaq bill passed in the Rajya Sabha, 
where it is pending.

In Bengal, leopard snatches three-
year old from mother’s lap
Alipurduar, Jan. 16 (PTI): A leopard snatched away a 
three-year-old girl from her mother’s lap after entering 
their home at a tea garden in West Bengal’s Alipurduar 
district, officials said Wednesday. Parts of her body were 
found scattered in the Garganda tea garden in Madarihat 
area of the district this morning. The leopard sneaked into 
the house in the labour line on Tuesday night and grabbed 
Pranita, who was on her mother’s lap, the officials said. 
Pranita’s mother Puja Oraon fought the leopard but failed 
and it fled with the baby. “I tried my best. It was so large... 
I could not save her,” said a crying Oraon.

Man killed over old enmity in 
UP’s Azamgarh
Azamgarh (UP), Jan. 16 (PTI): A 60-year-old man was 
killed while his wife and daughter suffered injures after 
some people attacked them over an old enmity, police 
said Wednesday. The incident took place in Hardia vil-
lage in Atraulia area of Azamgarh where some people 
attacked Ramsarit and his wife Prema (53) and daugther 
Bhira (30) on Tuesday night, they said. While Ramsarit 
died on the spot, the injured were rushed to the hospital, 
where their condition was stated to be stable, police said. 
Assistant Superintendent of Police (Rural) NP Singh said 
the incident was fallout of an old enmity and the matter 
is being probed.

Cong. MLA from Zira suspended 
for indiscipline
Chandigarh, Jan. 16 (PTI): Punjab Congress on Wednes-
day suspended its MLA from Zira from the party on the 
charge of indiscipline, days after his public outburst at 
an event.  The state unit had earlier issued a show cause 
notice the legislator Kulbir Singh Zira after he had alleged 
inaction against contractors selling illicit liquor. “Kulbir 
Singh Zira has been suspended from the primary mem-
bership of the party for indiscipline,” Punjab Congress 
chief Sunil Jakhar told reporters here on Wednesday.  
Jakhar said Zira should not have aired his grievance at a 
public function. He could have raised his matter at party 
forum. 

CBI registers FIRs against 2 shelter 
homes in Bihar for abuse of minors
New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): The CBI has registered fresh 
FIRs pertaining to alleged abuse of children in two shelter 
homes in Bihar, officials said Thursday. The agency has 
registered FIRs against Bhagalpur-based Boys’ Children 
Home run by Rupam Pragati Samaj Samiti and House 
Mother Children Home in Gaya, they said. Officials in-
volved in the running of these shelter homes are under 
the probe of the agency, they said. There was national 
outrage last year following the alleged abuse of minor 
girls at a shelter home run by journalist Brajesh Pathak in 
Muzaffarpur in Bihar. 

Woman gang-raped near east Delhi 
mall, one held
New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): A 30-year-old woman was al-
legedly raped by her friend and two of his accomplices 
in a car near a mall in east Delhi’s Shahdara following 
which the main accused has been arrested, police said 
Wednesday. The incident took place on Monday night. A 
passerby saw the woman crying and called police. During 
investigation, it was revealed that the woman and one of 
the accused came in contact through a common friend 
couple of months ago. They both were married, police 
said. The main accused, Amit (30), is a businessman who 
hails from Baghpat in Uttar Pradesh. 

PTI

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh and Union Railway Minister 
Piyush Goyal during the All India Conference on Railway Security, in 
New Delhi on Wednesday.

system or CCTNS’ for the 
integration of state police 
work implemented by his 
ministry.

Singh said he would look 
into whether the online fil-
ing of FIRs by railway pas-
sengers can be integrated 
into the CCTNS system, that 
allows citizens to lodge FIRs 
electronically.

Railway Minister Piyush 
Goyal, who was present at 
the event, said he would 
look into the home minis-

ter’s suggestion of online 
filing of the FIR.

According to an official 
data, about 24,000 cases of 
theft are registered by rail-
way passengers annually.

“It is expected from all 
police personnel. Be it cen-
tral or state police force, 
all police force personnel 
should have friendly behav-
iour with common people. 
We have been telling these 
to them,” the home minister 
said at the All India Confer-

Jaipur, Jan. 16 (PTI): Former Union 
minister C P Joshi was elected Wednes-
day elected unopposed the speaker 
of the 15th Rajasthan Legislative As-
sembly. 

A Congress legislator from Nathd-
wara, Joshi was named for the post by 
the party’s top leadership.

The 68-year-old Congress veteran 
took over the chair relieving protem 
speaker Gulab Chand Kataria after the 
House passed the motion for his elec-
tion by a voice vote.

Joshi was the MP from Bhilwara in 
the 15th Lok Sahba and had served as 
the Union minister for Road Transport 
and Highways and Panchayati Raj from 
2009 to 2013.

Congress MLA Mahesh Joshi was 
appointed chief whip of the party, 
while Mahendra Choudhary was made 

its deputy chief whip. 
Congratulating Joshi on his his 

election, Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 
said he has a rich experience of legis-
lative rules and procedures both as a 
parliamentarian and state legislator.

Gehlot expressed confidence that 
Joshi would take care of the feelings of 
all members. 

In his address to the House, Joshi 
said the assembly runs on rules and 
traditions and both the ruling and 
opposition parties should ensure that 
they work for the people’s welfare in 
shortest possible time set under set 
rules.  The Speaker said he would work 
in a unbiased manner considering the 
dignity of the chair.

It is the responsibility of the elected 
government to put bureaucracy to 
work and make it accountable to the 

assembly, Joshi told reporters at a 
press conference after the House was 
adjourned for the day.

He also stressed on the need of 
training for the first-time MLAs for 
the House to conduct its proceedings 
effectively. 

Joshi said the need of training for 
the first-time MLAs would be deliber-
ated upon after the first session of the 
assembly and, if required, it would be 
provided to them. 

The Speaker said he would strive to 
ensure that there is no communication 
gap between the ruling and opposition 
parties during his tenure.

It will be my responsibility that 
debate is done on relevant issues. It is 
the requirement of parliamentary tra-
ditions that we express our views and 
differences, he said.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
The government has pro-
posed to introduce a new 
Emigration Bill to replace 
the existing Emigration Act 
1983 in view of a paradigm 
shift in the nature, pattern, 
directions and volume of 
migration over the last 35 
years.

According to the pro-
posal made by the External 
Affairs Ministry, the Emi-
gration Bill 2019 proposes 
to constitute an Emigra-
tion Management Author-
ity (EMA) by the Centre to 
ensure the overall welfare 
and protection of emigrants. 

It will be the overarching 
authority to provide policy 
guidance, undertaking a 
comprehensive review and 
stocktaking on emigration 
management related mat-
ters. 

The EMA will be led 
by a secretary-level officer 
from the External Affairs 
Ministry, the nodal Ministry 
for all emigration-related 
matters and will have rep-
resentation from the Home 
Ministry and the Ministry of 
Human Resource Develop-
ment. 

It will also have repre-
sentation from the states 
and the recruitment indus-
try on a rotation basis.

Two new bureaus, the 
Bureau of Emigration Policy 
and Planning and the Bu-
reau of Emigration Admin-
istration will be set up. 

These bureaus will be 
led at the joint secretary 
level and will take care of 
day-to-day operational mat-
ters and will be responsible 
for all emigration-related 
issues as well as the welfare 
and protection of Indian 
nationals abroad. 

The Bureau of Emigra-
tion Administration will 
have offices in different 
parts of the country.

According to the pro-
posal, nodal authorities will 

be setup by the respective 
states and Union Territories 
that will be chaired at the 
principal secretary level and 
will have representation 
from the home, NRI, labour 
and skill departments. 

These authorities will 
work in close coordina-
tion with other competent 
authorities of the Central 
government to ensure safe, 
orderly and regular migra-
tion and address various 
aspects related to migrants 
who return.

The proposed Bill makes 
mandatory registration and 
intimation of all categories 
of Indian nationals proceed-
ing for overseas employ-
ment as well as students 
pursuing higher studies 
abroad. 

The Bill has comprehen-
sive provisions including 
insurance, pre-departure 
orientation, skill up grada-
tion, legal assistance, mi-
grant resource centres, help 
desks, migration and mo-
bility partnerships, labour 
and manpower coopera-
tion agreements aimed at 
strengthened the welfare 
and protection of the Indian 
work force abroad.

The proposed Bill also 
takes into account the in-
creasing incidents of human 
trafficking, illegal recruit-
ment, illicit trafficking of 
drugs, harbouring offenders 
under the garb of recruit-
ment or those offering emi-
gration services without due 
process.

The External Affairs 
Ministry has sought com-
ments from the general 
public latest by January 20 
before it being tabled in 
Parliament. 

The Ministry statement 
proposing the new Bill stat-
ed that the Emigration Act 
1983 was enacted in a spe-
cific context of large scale 
emigration of Indian work-
ers to the Gulf region.

ence on Railway Security 
here. Singh said there was 
a need to change the way 
people’s luggage are frisked 
at railway stations or inside 
moving trains.

The home minister said 
there was a need to make the 
presence of Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) personnel 
felt in the railway network.

“There has to be regular 
patrolling in trains. At times, 
it has been observed that 
it does not take place. So 
how to make RPF’s presence 
felt? You need to discuss 
it,” Singh said at the pro-
gramme attended by senior 
railway ministry officers.

Singh suggested “thea-
tre-specific” Standard Op-
erating Procedures (SOPs) 
to avoid any untoward in-
cident. “The railway has a 
huge network. Trains pass-
es through Naxal-(affected) 
areas. There may be a fear 
of terrorist attack. There 
should be a theatre-spe-
cific SOPs to guide police 
personnel on how to act 
in a specific situation,” he 
said.   
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United Nations, Jan. 16 (PTI): 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres welcomed the “historic 
leadership” of Palestine which as-
sumed the chairmanship of G77, 
the global body’s largest intergov-
ernmental organisation of devel-
oping countries including India.

Egypt was the previous Chair 
of the Group of 77 (G77), a coali-
tion of 134 members, along with 
China which aligns itself with the 
bloc.

India’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN Ambassador 
Syed Akbaruddin Tuesday wished 
Palestine success, saying “India is 
privileged to stand up for the glo-
bal South’s quest for greater equity 
and justice”.

In his remarks at the annual 
ceremony for handover of the 
rotating chairmanship of G77, 
UN chief Guterres said: “Palestine 
and its citizens have first-hand 
experience of some of the most 
challenging and dramatic global 
issues we face”.

The decision to elect Palestine 
as the 2019 Chair of the G77 was 
taken in September, 2018 by the 
foreign ministers of the Groups’ 
member states.

A month later, the UN General 
Assembly approved a resolution 

that enabled Palestine a non-
member Observer State at the 
world body additional privileges 
and rights, such as participating 
in international conferences held 
under its auspices, for the dura-
tion of its role as G77 Chair.

“You are well-placed to take up 
the chairmanship of this impor-
tant group of countries,” Guterres 
said.

As multilateralism continues 
to come under “intense pressure 
from many sides”, the UN chief 
underscored the importance of 
the G77 and China’s continued 
support.

“The Group of 77 and China 
have demonstrated strong leader-
ship throughout 2018 and proved 
once again to be a central force in 
demonstrating that multilateral-
ism is the only way to address our 
shared challenges,” Guterres said.

Akbaruddin said in a tweet: 
“Wishing Ambassador Riad Man-
soor of Palestine success follow-
ing his taking over as the chair of 
the Group of 77 at the UN in the 
presence of President Mahmoud 
Abbas”.

Abbas said Palestine would 
use its chairmanship to preserve 
the multilateral international 
order and strengthen ties with its 

UN partners.
“People are the real treasure 

for nations and real and sustain-
able development can only be 
achieved when opportunities are 
enhanced to ensure for all people, 
full and free participation in all 
relevant matters in life,” he said.

Abbas stated that under the 
guiding principle of “unity in 
diversity”, the G77 focuses on the 
least developed countries, small 
island developing states, middle 
income countries and peoples 
living under colonial and foreign 
occupation, “so as to ensure no 
one is left behind”.

Guterres credited the group 
and the prior Egyptian presidency 
as having been “at the heart” of the 
progress made in challenges that 
ranged from climate change to 
rising inequality and fast changing 
and new technologies.

The UN chief singled out 
Egypt’s “highly effective” leader-
ship and advocacy on finance for 
developing countries to meet their 
climate action commitments.

He called the group “instru-
mental” in achieving both a com-
prehensive agreement that deals 
with migration in all its dimen-
sions, the Global Compact for 
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migra-

tion; and a Development System 
to eradicate poverty, implement 
programmes on a national level 
and to position development “at 
the centre of UN activities”.

“You help to keep the United 
Nations focused on the issues that 
count for the most vulnerable, and 
we owe you a debt of gratitude for 
your extremely constructive role,” 
Guterres said.

He urged the G77 to bring 
“solutions and commitments” to, 
among others, the climate summit 
in September and enumerated 
other upcoming events in need of 
the bloc’s support. 

On Monday, the UN chief met 
with President Abbas and offered 
his congratulations, wished the 
group a successful year and reiter-
ated that the two-state solution is 
the only viable option to sustain-
able peace. 

G-77, established in 1964 by 77 
developing countries in Geneva, 
claims to provide the means for 
the countries of the South to artic-
ulate and promote their collective 
economic interests and enhance 
their joint negotiating capacity on 
all major international economic 
issues within the UN system and 
promote South-South coopera-
tion for development.

Nairobi, Jan. 16 (IANS): Ken-
yan President Uhuru Keny-
atta on Wednesday said a 
deadly attack by terrorists on 
an upscale hotel and office 
complex in the capital that 
left at least 14 civilians dead 
was over and all the attackers 
had been “eliminated”.

Somali-based Al-Shabab 
terrorists struck the DusitD2 
hotel compound, an up-
market cluster of shops and 
several offices in Nairobi’s 
affluent Westlands neigh-
bourhood on Tuesday after-
noon. More than 700 hotel 
guests and office workers 
were evacuated, Kenyatta 
said in a televised address.

“We can confirm that 14 
innocent lives were lost at 

the hands of these murder-
ous terrorists, with others 
injured,” Kenyatta said.

“My heart is with every 
innocent man and woman 
shaken by this senseless vio-
lence.”

Kenya’s police chief 
Joseph Boinnet said the co-
ordinated assault began at 3 
p.m (local time) on Tuesday 
with an explosion that tar-
geted three vehicles outside 
a bank, followed by a suicide 
blast in the foyer of the Dusit 
hotel, CNN reported.

An unknown number of 
gunmen then burst through 
the complex, leading to a 
standoff that continued 
through the night, with peo-
ple trapped in various parts 

of the buildings.
But sporadic gunfire and 

explosions continued till 
early Wednesday even after 
all was clear. Officials said 
that the evacuation was still 
ongoing in the morning.

Kenyatta said that he had 
met the National Security 
Council and was assured that 
anyone involved in planning, 
financing and executing the 
act would be brought to jus-
tice.

The US State Depart-
ment said that among the 
dead was American citizen 
Jason Spindler, the CEO of 
a consulting firm which 
has its Africa headquarters 
in the complex that was at-
tacked. 

UN chief hails ‘historic’ moment as 
Palestine takes over reins of G77

Kenyan hotel siege ends; claims 14 lives

AP/PTI

Civilians who had been hiding in buildings flee under the direction of a member of security forces at a hotel 
complex in Nairobi, Kenya Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2019. 
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Rapper Drake has signed a residency deal here worth $25 million. He has signed a contract to do 12 
shows over the next two years at Wynn Las Vegas’ XS Nightclub, reports aceshowbiz.com. The “In 
My Feelings” hitmaker teased about the residency when he took the stage at the venue last week.  
“Vegas! When I came back, I thought it’d be back at T-Mobile Arena or some (stuff). But I will be 
back here at XS all year. You will have a lot of chances to see me,” Drake said, sending more than 
1,600 concert goers into an uproar. Drake continued to tease his possible residency when he took 
to Instagram to share a photograph from his performance at the venue which reportedly earned 
him $2 million. “New home,” he wrote beside the image. Nothing has been confirmed as of now. 
XS Nightclub has previously booked a range of talented artists for gigs including The Chainsmokers, 
Diplo, Dillon Francis, Marshmello and David Guetta. (IANS)

Drake signs $25 mn Las Vegas residency deal

8 pm: PETTA (Hindi)

1 pm: Accidental Prime Minister(Hindi)

10.40 pm, 3 pm, 5.30 pm: URI (Hindi)

Black Sabbath to be honoured in 
Birmingham with a heavy metal bench

Rihanna sues her father

Victoria Beckham uses 
moisturiser made from her blood

Bruce Willis is most chilled 
dude — James McAvoy

Bollywood movie co-produced by 
Naga to be released  on Jan. 18

B
lack Sabbath will be 
honoured in their home 
town of Birmingham 
next month, when a 
steel bench is unveiled 

in the city.
News of the project first came 

to light last year, and it’s now been 
confirmed that it’ll be revealed 
to the public at a ceremony on 
February 9.

The bench will feature images 
of Ozzy Osbourne, Tony Iommi, 
Geezer Butler and Bill Ward and 
will be placed on the renamed 
Black Sabbath Bridge on Broad 
Street.

Manager of Westside Busi-
ness Improvement District, Mike 
Olley, tells the West Side website: 
“We’re so excited to be arranging 
this spectacular event when we 
expect Tony Iommi, Geezer Butler 
and Bill Ward to accept the bench, 
honouring what’s arguably Bir-

S
inger Rihanna 
has sued her own 
father Ronald 
Fenty for using 
her brand name 

Fenty to launch a business 
for himself.

In a new lawsuit 
obtained by tmz.com, 
Rihanna claims her father 
Ronald started a talent 
development company in 
2017 called Fenty Enter-
tainment. 

The “S&M” hitmaker 
has already trademarked 
“Fenty” to use in a number 
of business ventures, 
including her well-known 
Fenty Beauty line. She 
claims he is profiting off 
the repu- ta-
tion she 
has 

created with the brand.
In the documents, the 

30-year-old singer says 
her father and a business 
partner falsely advertised 
themselves as her reps to 
solicit millions of dollars, 
including trying to book 
her for 15 shows in Latin 
America in December 
2017 for $15 million -- all 
without her authorization. 

Rihanna claims later 
her dad even unsuccess-
fully tried to file a trade-
mark for “Fenty” to use 
with resort boutique 
hotels.

She says she has sent 
multiple cease and desist 
letters to her father, order-
ing him to stop capitalising 
off her Fenty trademarks, 
but says he has ignored 

them and continued to 
make money off Fenty 

Entertainment.
She is asking a 
judge to place 

an injunc-
tion on her 
dad using 
the name 
Fenty and 
for dam-

ages.
PTI

F
ashion designer Victoria Beck-
ham has spent 1,200 pounds on 
a new moisturiser made from 
her own blood.

The fashion designer, 44, 
took to her Instagram stories to share that 
she is now using the anti-ageing prop-
erty by Barbara Sturm, a doctor loved by 
celebrities for her ‘vampire facials’, reports 
dailymail.co.uk. Deciding to try out the 
range while her daughter Harper, 7, got a 
facial at Barbara’s clinic in Germany last 
week, the former Spice Girls singer said 
that her blood had been used to “create 
healing factors made by her own cells”.

Victoria first uploaded an image of a 
slew of bottles from the range and posted: 
“This week I’ll be using these products.”

She then offered a closer look to a tub 
of moisturiser and informed her followers 
of the process: “Dr Barbara Sturm took my 
blood and created healing factors made by 
my own cells which is highly anti inflam-
matory and regenerative.”

Victoria, who already has glowing 
skin, said: “After sleeping in the mask, 
(which soaks in so doesn’t look funny or 
feel sticky) my skin feels amazing! Super 
hydrated and clear! And very soft!”. 

IANS

A
ctor James McAvoy has praised his “Glass” co-star 
Bruce Willis, saying he is the “most chilled dude”.

For “Glass”, M. Night Shyamalan has 
converged the world of “Split” (a story about 
a man, essayed by McAvoy, with over 20 

different personalities who kidnaps three teenage girls) 
and “Unbreakable” (about David Dunn, essayed by Willis, 
who gets superhero abilities after surviving a train crash). 

“Bruce is the most chilled dude. He is so relaxed, but he 
is bringing such a heaviness to the part,” McAvoy said in a 
statement to IANS. 

“That’s beautiful, and something I haven’t seen a lot in 
superhero movies: the weight, the toll that the work takes on 
them. And it’s expressed so brilliantly by Bruce. His natural 
laidback-ness translates into something really sad in the 
character. David Dunn is this lonely man.

“All he really has in his life is his vigilante purpose and his 
son, and that’s kind of it. There’s such a purity and sadness in 
what Bruce is doing with that,” he added. 

The awaited sequel to “Unbreakable” and “Split” also 
stars Samuel L. Jackson and Sarah Paulson. Brought to 
India by Disney India, the film will open on Friday.

IANS

B
ollywood movie 
‘Little Boy,’ a U 
certified movie 
is all set to be 
released across 

the country on Fri.  Jan. 18 
including Hillstar Digital 
Cinema, a theatre in Di-
mapur. 

Little Boy is the first Bol-
lywood movie to have been 
shot in Itanagar.

Co-produced by Rebecca 
Changkija Sema from Na-
galand, the movie is written 
and  directed by Shiraz 
Henry , produced by Abu 
Tani Films and associated 
with Find Studioz.

“The movie is based on 
a true story and is also about 
promoting the tourism 
and local talented artists of 
Northeast India,” said Sema 
over a telephonic conversa-
tion with Eastern Mirror. She 
added that there were also 
a few crew members from 
Nagaland who had helped in 
shooting the entire movie. 

The music is released by 

Zee Music singers like  Sonu 
Nigam, Ash king, Dev Negi, 
Romi Mukherjee and MDKD 
Desi rocks with music direc-
tor Abuzar and lyricist Arafat 
Mehmood.  

The cast includes Yajuv-
endra Pratap Singh, Rashmi 
Mishra, Shishir Sharma, 
Ehsaan Khan and Chuzho 
Zhokhoi, Rose Longchar, 
Zhatuo while the costume 
and styling were done by 
T Limanaro Jamir, Tovini, 
Kalong, Bendang Pongen 
and Tia Longkumer . 

“This movie is really 
special because we have few 
good artists from our own 
Nagaland. We worked to-
gether day and night. We are 
happy to see responses from 
the audience even before 
the release,” the co-producer 
said. 

Also, Sema made known 
that the move has a message 
to every common people 
and will inspire all age 
groups.  

Eastern Mirror Desk

mingham’s most famous band.”
The initiative was spearhead-

ed by Sabbath fan Mohammed 
Osama, who adds: “I’m thrilled 
that my plan to pay tribute to 
Black Sabbath in their home 
town has finally reached this 
presentation stage.”

The bench was created by 
Egyptian artist Tarek Abdelkawi 
in conjunction with Etch 
Components and Gateway Steel 
Fabricators.

In addition, it’s been con-
firmed that Ward will also be 
awarded his own star on the city’s 
Walk Of Stars on the day.

The ceremony will take place 
at St Luke’s Gas Street Church 
at 41 Gas Street at 11am, with 
tickets now available.

Proceeds will be donated to 
the Westside Charitable Endeav-
our.

Loudersound

L
ars Ulrich is more than just the 
drummer in Metallica. Since 
their inception in 1981, he’s 
been their hype man, mouth-
piece and occasional whipping 

boy. And for a very brief moment, he was 
very nearly their singer.

According to the band’s original 
manager, Jon Zazula, this unlikely turn of 
events happened early on in the band’s 
career, before they even recorded their 
debut album Kill ’Em All. 

According to Zazula, James Hetfield 
was plagued by nerves at handling lead 
vocal duties. One proposed suggestion 
was to move Lars from the drum stool to 
the mic.

“Lars and I planned a lot of stuff,” 
Zazula told Metal Hammer in 2016. 
“But James wasn’t the most confident of 
singers. I don’t think he felt comfortable. 
At one point there was even talk of Lars 
becoming the frontman. For about five 
seconds.”

It wasn’t the only time that Hetfield 
expressed doubts in his own abilities. 
Before the band released Kill ’Em All, they 
asked John Bush of fellow San Francisco 
metal band Armored Saint if he wanted 
to become Metallica singer.

“I think that at the time, James was 
still uncertain whether he wanted to be 
the singer of the time,” recalled Bush in 
2016. “Armored Saint was starting to do 
really well on the L.A. club circuit, and we 
were all friends — best of friends. Metal-
lica was doing well too, but I don’t think 
anybody envisioned what was going 
to happen. For me to leave my band of 
friends to join some other band, it didn’t 
make sense to me. I didn’t want to do it. 
Certainly I was grateful and honoured, 
but I always say, ‘I was not meant to be in 
Metallica. That was not my destiny.’”

Of course, Hetfield found his feet and 
went on to be not just Metallica frontman 
but one of the most iconic singers in the 
history of metal. Armored Saint never 
quite fulfilled their early promise, and 
Bush eventually joined Anthrax in the 
early 1990s – though the world got a taste 
of what could have been when he joined 
Metallica onstage to perform Metalli-
classic The Four Horsemen in 2011.

And as for Lars Ulrich? He’s still the 
drummer and mouthpiece for Metallica. 
Which is just as well, as we can’t even 
begin to imagine what they would sound 
like with him singing.

Loudersound

The time 
Lars Ulrich 
nearly became 
the singer in 
Metallica
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Harry Kane 

Newcastle’s Joselu, right, scored his side’s crucial third goal against Blackburn on Jan. 15.

Newcastle survive Blackburn scare, 
Wednesday earn Chelsea clash

Kohli wants India to be superpower in Test cricket

Spurs star Kane out until March with ankle injury

Melbourne, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Virat Kohli added another 
feather to his cap after be-
coming the first ever India 
skipper to win a Test series 
on Australian soil. However, 
the 30-year-old wants to 
take Indian cricket to much 
greater heights.

Kohli has shared his 
vision for the Indian team, 
saying he wants his nation 
to be a superpower in the 
longest format of the game.

“I wouldn’t say goal but 
I would rather speak of a 
vision, which is for India 
to be a superpower in Test 
cricket or a very, very strong 
side in Test cricket in the 
years to come,” Kohli was 
quoted as saying by sports 
broadcaster Star Sports.

“I think if Indian cricket 
respects Test cricket, and 
Indian players respect Test 
cricket, then Test cricket 

will stay at the top because 
of the fan base that we have 
all over the world,” the In-
dian skipper pointed out.

Kohli however, also said 
the shorter formats of the 
game are equally impor-
tant.

“If we focus too much 
on shorter formats - yes, 
they’re important - but if 
we solely focus and look 
at them as an escape or 
an excuse to not be in the 
kind of situations that Test 
cricket presents to you, 
then there’ll start being a 
mental problem with the 
cricketers coming up,” ex-
pressed the skipper.

Kohli also praised head 
coach Ravi Shastri saying 
spending too much time 
with the game in different 
roles over the years has 
helped him understand the 
game better.

London, Jan. 16 (AFP): 
Newcastle survived an FA 
Cup scare at Blackburn as 
they blew a two-goal lead 
before hitting back to win 
4-2 after extra time in Tues-
day’s third-round replay.

Rafael Benitez sent out 
an under-strength line-up 
featuring eight changes 
from Newcastle’s 2-1 defeat 
at Chelsea in the Premier 
League on Saturday.

The stand-ins made a 
fast start when Sean Long-
staff scored his first goal for 
Newcastle.

The 21-year-old found 
the net inside the first min-
ute with a deflected strike 
from outside the penalty 
area.

Callum Roberts, hand-
ed his first Newcastle ap-
pearance since January 
2015, doubled their lead in 
the 22nd minute with his 
first goal for the club.

But Blackburn pulled 
a goal back 12 minutes 
before half-time through 
former Newcastle forward 
Adam Armstrong.

And Republic of Ire-
land international Dar-
ragh Lenihan equalised for 
Blackburn with a header 
in first-half stoppage time.

It took extra time to set-
tle the tie, with Blackburn’s 
Bradley Dack missing a 
golden chance before Jo-
selu pounced to slot home 
in the 105th minute after 
Rovers goalkeeper David 
Raya spilled Fabian Schar’s 
drive.

Blackburn complained 
in vain that Joselu was off-
side.

Ayoze Perez completed 
Newcastle’s escape act mo-
ments later when he cut 
in from the right and fired 
home.

“We went 2-0 up and 
then Blackburn did well, 
but we reacted so I’m 
pleased with the effort and 
the commitment of the 
players. The young players 
did well,” 
B e n i t e z 
said.

Y e t 
i n j u -
r i e s  t o 
d e f e n d -
ers Ciaran 
Clark and Jamaal Lascelles 
will cast a shadow over the 
win for Benitez.

“We need to wait to-
morrow and see how they 
are, and if they cannot play 
then we will bring another 
one in,” Benitez said.

Newcastle, who haven’t 
won the FA Cup since 1955, 
host fellow Premier League 
club Watford in the fourth 
round.

Wednesday book Chel-
sea clash
In the night’s other third-

round replays, Sheffield 
Wednesday booked a trip to 
holders Chelsea as the sec-
ond-tier strugglers won 1-0 
at League One side Luton.

Wednesday are with-
out a per-
m a n e n t 
manag-
er while 
they wait 
for Steve 

Bruce to 
take charge 

on February 1.
But the Championship 

outfit avoided an upset at 
Kenilworth Road against 
a Luton team who are 
chasing promotion after a 
13-match unbeaten run.

Atdhe Nuhiu won it 
for Wednesday when the 
striker’s effort was deflected 
past James Shea in the 46th 
minute.

Luton came close to 
levelling with 13 minutes 
to go when James Collins 
diverted Sonny Bradley’s 

header on to a post.
Bradley’s header was 

then nodded off the line by 
Nuhiu in the closing mo-
ments.

Luton’s previous man-
ager Nathan Jones recently 
left to take charge at Stoke, 
but his first home game in 
charge of the Champion-
ship side was ruined by 
third-tier Shrewsbury’s re-
markable 3-2 win.

Jones’ team appeared 
to be cruising after a first-
half double from teenager 
Tyrese Campbell, the son of 
former Arsenal and Everton 
striker Kevin Campbell.

However, James Bolton 
netted 19 minutes left be-
fore Fejiri Okenabirhie 
equalised from the penalty 
spot in the 77th minute.

Josh Laurent capped 
the stunning fightback 
when he struck in the 81st 
minute to earn a fourth-
round home tie against Pre-
mier League side Wolves.

“Because he (Shastri) 
has done so much com-
mentary, and he’s seen the 
game so much and has 
played so much himself - 
just watching the game - he 
knows where the game is 
heading,” Kohli said.

“So just getting feed-

back from him constantly 
has been the biggest help 
for me, in terms of mould-
ing my own personality 
into captaincy. He’s some-
one who has never tried to 
change me just to be able 
to fit into the captaincy 
mode,” the skipper added.

London, Jan. 16 (AFP): 
Tottenham striker Harry 
Kane will be sidelined un-
til March after suffering 
ankle ligament damage 
in Sunday’s defeat against 
Manchester United.

Kane sustained the in-
jury to his left ankle in the 
closing moments of the 1-0 
loss at Wembley and scans 
have now confirmed the 
extent of the problem.

It is the third successive 
season the England cap-
tain has missed games due 
to an ankle injury.

“Following preliminary 
assessments, we can con-
firm that Harry Kane has 
damaged ligaments in his 
left ankle, sustained dur-
ing Sunday’s match against 
Manchester United,” a 
statement on Tottenham’s 
website said on Tuesday.

“The striker will con-
tinue to be monitored by 
our medical staff as he 
commences rehabilitation 
and is expected to return 
to training in early March.”

Kane was injured af-
ter being caught between 
United defenders Phil 
Jones and Victor Lindelof 
while trying to set up a 
last-minute chance for Tot-
tenham.

He received treatment 

Virat Kohli 

after the full-time whistle 
before walking off the pitch 
clearly in severe discom-
fort.

Vowing to return as fast 
as possible, Kane wrote on 
his Twitter account: “Inju-
ries are part of the game 
but no one will be work-
ing harder to get back fit. 
Thanks for the messages.”

Kane’s absence is a ma-
jor blow for Tottenham as 
they chase the first trophy 
of manager Mauricio Po-
chettino’s five-year reign.

The 25-year-old is Tot-
tenham’s top scorer this 
season with 20 goals in 31 
appearances in all compe-
titions.

He had scored seven 
times in his last seven 
matches to keep third-

placed Tottenham in with 
an outside chance in the 
Premier League title hunt, 
the north Londoners sitting 
nine points behind leaders 
Liverpool.

Kane, who won the 
Golden Boot as the World 
Cup’s leading marksman 
last year, also scored the 
penalty winner against 
Chelsea in the League Cup 
semi-final first leg.

Now he will miss the 
second leg at Chelsea next 
week, as well as the FA Cup 
fourth-round trip to Crystal 
Palace and at least six cru-
cial league games.

The first leg of Totten-
ham’s Champions League 
last-16 tie at home to 
Borussia Dortmund will 
also come too soon for 

Kane.
He faces a race to be fit 

for the north London derby 
against Arsenal on March 2 
and the second leg at Dort-
mund three days later.

England boss Gareth 
Southgate will hope Kane is 
back in contention for Eng-
land’s opening Euro 2020 
qualifier against the Czech 
Republic on March 22.

More immediately, 
with South Korea forward 
Son Heung-min away on 
international duty and Bra-
zil winger Lucas Moura 
also injured, Pochettino is 
left with Fernando Llorente 
and Vincent Janssen as his 
only fit senior forwards.

Speaking before tests 
confirmed Kane’s ligament 
damage, Pochettino had 
already admitted he was 
“worried” about the situ-
ation.

Midfielder Moussa 
Sissoko was also injured 
against United to further 
deplete Pochettino’s op-
tions.

Janssen has endured 
a wretched time with Tot-
tenham, while Llorente 
has hardly played either, 
although he did score a 
hat-trick in the recent FA 
Cup third-round win at 
fourth-tier Tranmere.
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Match in progress between Mt. Morashen Old Riphyim and Rising Star Forest Colony at the Wokha local ground 
on Wed. Jan. 16.

Darren Bravo 

Federer, Nadal stay on track as 
Sharapova sets up Wozniacki showdown

Manipur to host women polo tournamentLotha women’s volleyball league final today

Rengma Sports Association 
meet underway

Bowling attack makes India WC favourites along side England — Gillespie West Indies recall Bravo 
for first England test

EM Images

The women polo players from four foreign countries and two Indian teams with officials showing their polo jerseys during a photo session in Imphal 
on Wed. Jan. 16.

AP/PTI

Russia's Maria Sharapova celebrates after defeating Sweden's Rebecca Peterson in their second round match at 
the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Wed. Jan. 16.

Jason Gillespie 

Switzerland's Roger Federer reacts during the Australian Open second round match against Britain's Dan Evans 
at Melbourne Park, in Melbourne, Australia on Wed. Jan. 16.

Melbourne, Jan. 16 (AFP): 
Roger Federer ground out a 
tough three-set win to make 
the Australian Open third 
round for an incredible 20th 
straight year Wednesday, 
with long-time rival Rafael 
Nadal also safely through 
in his drive towards an 18th 
Grand Slam title.

Women's defending 
champion Caroline Wozni-
acki also progressed to set 
up a mouth-watering clash 
next with in-form former 
world number one Maria 
Sharapova.

But it was curtains for 
South African Kevin An-
derson, who slumped out 
to young American Fran-
ces Tiafoe and became the 
highest seed, at five, to be 
sent packing so far.

On an overcast day at 
Melbourne Park, second 
seed Angelique Kerber, the 
2016 winner, and former 
US Open champion Sloane 
Stephens joined the big 
guns in round three, but the 
women's side also saw a top 
10 player crash.

Ninth seed Kiki Bertens, 
who raced through the 
rankings last year after 
winning three titles, was 
whipped in three sets by 
Russia's Anastasia Pavly-
uchenkova.

Federer might be 37 but 
he's not showing his age, 
with British qualifier Dan 
Evans the latest to fall un-
der his spell as he works 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The 45th sports meet of 
Rengma Sports Association commenced today with 
Advisor for Animal Husbanry & Veterinary Services 
and Women Development, R Khing declaring the 
three-day meet open at the RSA ground, in Tseminyu 
old town on Wed. Jan. 16.

More than 250 players from different Rengma vil-
lages and officials besides the RSA executives are par-
ticipating in three events which include badminton, 
table tennis and volleyball for both men and women.

Addressing the gathering local MLA R Khing said 
in the past, games and sports used to be played for 
entertainment and leisure but in the present gen-
eration it has become a very lucrative industry with 
sportspersons not only earning name and fame but 
are becoming the richest personalities.   

Khing also maintained that the government jobs 
have reached the saturation point and therefore 
youths should not just chase after white-colored jobs.

In this, the senior legislator challenged that with 
immense scope of prospering in sports youths should 
make sincere and dedicated efforts in excelling 
through sports youths.

Games and sports should not only be for mere 
entertainment and leisure but take it up profession-
ally with handwork and discipline to achieve greater 
success at higher levels, Khing encouraged them.

Meanwhile, Khing lauded the efforts of Rengma 
Sports Association in providing the platform for the 
youths to showcase their talent.

The sports meet will conclude on Jan. 19.

Adelaide, Jan. 16 (PTI): For-
mer Australia fast bowler 
Jason Gillespie feels the cur-
rent Indian bowling attack 
led by Jasprit Bumrah makes 
the team one of the favou-
rites for the upcoming ICC 
World Cup, along side hosts 
England. 

"I think the Indian attack 
is well balanced. Bumrah 
has been rested for obvious 
reason but their attack is still 
quite good," Gillespie told 
PTI in an interview. 

"Everyone offers different 
things, and you add Bumrah 
to it, so they are well placed 
to mount a challenge for the 
World Cup. I think England 
are the obvious favourites, 
but India won't be far be-
hind," he insisted.

Gillespie singled out 
Bumrah for special praise 
and said the young right-arm 
pacer's unorthodox action 
makes him a different bowler 
from others. 

"I enjoy watching Bum-
rah bowl. He just ambles 
in but when he gets to the 
crease, he almost has a sling-
shot action. He bowls at good 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): Wokha Town 
Yanthamo Women Sports Association and 
Mt. Morashen Old Riphyim entered the 
final of the ongoing 4th Edition of Lotha 
Women's Volleyball League organised by 
Wokha District Lotha Women Sports As-
sociation (WDLWSA) at the Wokha local 
ground, on Wed. Jan . 16.

In the first match, Wokha Town Yantha-
mo women Sports Association defeated 
Tonki United Saron in straight sets 25/21, 

25/21, 25/18.
Mt. Morashen Old Riphyim defeated 

Rising Star Forest Colony 25/14, 25/09, 
25/20 in the second match.

The final match will be played between 
Wokha Town Yanthamo Women Sports As-
sociation and Mt. MOrashen Old Riphyim 
after the third place match on Thur. Jan. 
17.

Third place match: Tonki United Saron 
vs Rising Star Forest Colony at 11 am.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 16 (EMN): Ma-
nipur is all set to organise 
the 4th edition of Manipur 
Statehood Day Women's 
Polo Tournament at Ma-
pal Kangjabung, in Imphal 
from Jan. 17.

The All Manipur Polo 
Association (AMPA), the 
oldest polo association 
in the state, is organising 
the tournament under the 
sponsorship of Manipur 
Tourism department to 
promote women polo in 
the country.

Speaking to media this 
afternoon, Director W Ibo-
hal of Manipur Tourism 
department said this year's 
edition of the tournament 
will feature teams from the 
USA, Canada, Argentina, 
Kenya, Indian Polo Associa-
tion and host Manipur state 
team and will compete for 
the winner’s title in the five-
day competition.

Kenya team is the de-
fending champion while 
Canada team is participat-
ing for the first time. “We 
initiated to organise such 
tourney as we wanted to 
promote the women polo 
like that of men’s polo since 

towards a third successive 
Australian crown and 21st 
major victory.

He defeated Evans at 
Wimbledon last year with 
the loss of just eight games, 
but it was a much harder 
assignment this time, win-
ning 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/3), 6-3 
on Rod Laver Arena.

"I think if I could have 
pulled away earlier in the 
match it might have been 

easier," said the third seed. 
"I think he played very well, 
it was hard to pull away to 
his credit."

The Swiss star's Aus-
tralian achievements so far 
put him on a par with other 
six-time winners Novak 
Djokovic and Roy Emerson 
-- although the Australian 
great's victories all came 
before the Open era.

He next plays American 

Taylor Fritz.
If he goes on to win the 

tournament, 
he wil l  be-
come the first 
man ever to 
claim seven 
or more titles 
at two Grand 
Slams, having 
already won 
eight Wimbledons.

Nadal had an easier 

route to round three, out-
classing local hope Mat-

t h e w  Eb d e n 
6-3, 6-2, 6-2.

The Span-
iard is bidding 
for his own 
slice of history 
by becoming 
the first man 
in the Open 

era, and only the third in 
history along with Emerson 

and Rod Laver, to win each 
Grand Slam on two or more 
occasions.

"I played a solid match, 
I was happy with the way 
I served. I did a few things 
very well," said Nadal, who 
next plays Australian Alex 
de Minaur. "It is an honour 
to play here. Was a great 
atmosphere."

Anderson, beaten by 
Novak Djokovic in the Wim-

bledon final last year, was 
sent home by Tiafoe 4-6, 
6-4, 6-4, 7-5.

The fifth seed struggled 
with an elbow injury early 
in the clash and couldn't 
cope with the 20-year-old's 
power and finesse.

Collision course 
Sixth seed Marin Cilic, who 
lost in the final to Federer 
last year, had no such dra-
mas, grinding past Ameri-

can Mackenzie McDonald 
in four sets and next plays 
Spanish 26th seed Fernan-
do Verdasco.

Dane Wozniacki, who is 
battling rheumatoid arthri-
tis, steamrolled Sweden's 
Johanna Larsson 6-1, 6-3 
as she bids to become the 
first woman to defend the 
title since Victoria Azarenka 
in 2013.

It set up a tough clash 
with five-time Grand Slam 
champion Sharapova, who 
blitzed past Sweden's Re-
becca Peterson 6-2, 6-1. The 
Russian is in scintillating 
form and has dropped just 
three games in her opening 
two matches.

"I'm really happy with 
the way I performed," said 
Sharapova, adding that she 
was looking forward to the 
Wozniacki showdown.

"It's a tough third round 
but I have set up the chal-
lenge and I'm ready to go 
out there and take it."

Meanwhile, three-time 
Grand Slam champion Ker-
ber dominated Brazilian 
qualifier Beatriz Haddad 
Maia 6-2, 6-3 to stay on a 
collision course with Ste-
phens in the quarter-finals.

Stephens, who endured 
a horror run at Melbourne 
Park since reaching the 
semi-final in 2013, exiting 
in the first round in 2015, 
2016 and 2018, swatted 
aside former doubles part-
ner Timea Babos 6-3, 6-1.

1993,” says President Dr 
K Saratchandra of AMPA 
while participating in the 
media meet at a hotel in 
Imphal.

Manipur women have 
been leading in many social 
fronts. But women polo is 
not popular so far. Sharing 
his opinion, Manager Ed-

ward Armstrong of United 
States Polo Association in-
formed the gathering that 
he was excited to witness 
the polo matches at the 
historic field and expects 
better promotion and cov-
erage of the event.

Team captains of four 
foreign teams and two host 

country teams along with 
other players were also 
present.

During their stay, the 
foreign polo players will 
also explore major tourist 
destinations in the state 
such as Loktak Lake, Keibul 
Lamjao National Park-the 
only floating wildlife sanc-

tuary in the world besides 
visiting the age-old Kangla 
Fort of the erstwhile king-
dom of Manipur.

They will also visit the 
World War II cemeteries to 
pay homage to the fallen 
soldiers from India, UK, 
and Japan in the Battle of 
Imphal.

pace, hurries the batsmen 
up, and he can also change 
his pace a lot. He is a very 
fine bowler," the 43-year-old 
former pacer said.

"His action does stand 
out. It is a braced front leg, 
delayed bowling arm ac-
tion. It gets you to the crease 
quickly, and delivers that 
sling shot. It is what gener-

ates his pace. 
"But you need to be 

strong to be able to do that. 
Bumrah is robust and fit 
to bowl long spells in Test 
cricket. He keeps his pace up 
throughout a Test and this is 
what makes him an exciting 
bowler," Gillespie said.

India and Australia are 
tied at 1-1 in the ongoing 

Bridgetown, Jan. 16 (Re-
uters): West Indies have 
recalled top-order bats-
man Darren Bravo for the 
first test against England in 
Barbados on Jan. 23 after 
a more than two-year ab-
sence, the country’s cricket 
board said.

Bravo,  29,  has not 
played a test for West Indies 
since 2016, when his con-
tract was suspended for a 
social media post criticis-
ing board president Dave 
Cameron.

The left-hander re-
turned to the Twenty20 
side in November last year 
and began playing one-day 
internationals again the fol-
lowing month.

West Indies, who lost 
their last test series in Ban-
gladesh 2-0, have named 
a relatively inexperienced 
squad for the first England 
game and the country’s 
chairman of selectors, 
Courtney Browne, said 
Bravo’s experience would 

three-match ODI series with 
the decider scheduled to 
be played at Melbourne on 
Friday.

The Australian team, 
which is currently going 
through a rebuilding phase, 
are eyeing its first ODI series 
win since January 2017 and 
Gillespie said it is the best for 
opportunity for youngsters 
to stake a claim in the World 
Cup-bound team.

"Obviously they are 
missing a couple key per-
sonnel from both batting 
and bowling perspectives. 
But the team will look very 
different in the World Cup. 
So it is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for these players and 
selectors to look at different 
options in pressure situ-
ations," said the Adelaide 
Strikers' coach. 

"It is a great opportunity 
for young players to show 
what they can do and enjoy 
the moment of representing 
their country. It gives selec-
tors more information when 
they get together to pick the 
World Cup squad," Gillespie 
added.

be invaluable.
“With the return of Dar-

ren Bravo, who will add 
value to the batting de-
partment, we expect to see 
marked improvement,” 
Browne added.

West Indies will play 
three tests against England, 
with the second being held 
from Jan. 31-Feb. 4 in An-
tigua followed by the final 
test from Feb. 9-13 in St 
Lucia.

The sides will also play 
five one-day internationals 
and three Twenty20 inter-
nationals.


