
EastErn Mirror
WWW.easternmirrornagaland.com

    

SportS

Lady Gaga, Jolie warring 
over Cleopatra role   | P10

World

Mike Pompeo to push for  
end to Gulf dispute during 

Qatar | P9

Football is the new cricket,  
says India coach  
Constantine |  P12

EntErtainmEnt

rni no. nageng/2002/07906vol. Xviii  no. 12 | Pages 12  ` 5/-      dimaPUr, monday, JanUary 14, 2019

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI): The 
government has re-promul-
gated the ordinance banning 
the practice of instant triple 
talaq.

Under the Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights on Mar-
riage) Ordinance, 2019, issued 
on Saturday, divorcing through 
instant triple talaq will be il-
legal, void and would attract a 
jail term of three years for the 
husband.

A Bill to convert the earlier 

ordinance, issued in Septem-
ber, 2018, was cleared by Lok 
Sabha in December and was 
pending in Rajya Sabha.

Since the Bill could not get 
the parliamentary approval, 
the fresh ordinance was is-
sued. The Union Cabinet had 
last week approved reissuance 
of the ordinance.

Seeking to allay fears that 
the proposed law could be 
misused, the government has 
included certain safeguards in 

it such as adding a provision of 
bail for the accused before trial.

These amendments were 
cleared by the Cabinet on Au-
gust 29, 2018.

While the ordinance makes 
it a "non-bailable" offence, an 
accused can approach a mag-
istrate even before trial to seek 
bail.

In a non-bailable offence, 
bail cannot be granted by po-
lice at the police station itself.

A provision has been add-

ed to allow the magistrate to 
grant bail "after hearing the 
wife", the government had 
said.

The magistrate would en-
sure that bail is granted only 
after the husband agrees to 
grant compensation to the 
wife as provided in the bill 

The police would lodge an 
FIR only if approached by the 
victim (wife), her blood rela-
tions or people who become 
her relatives by virtue of her 
marriage.

Neighbours and others 
cannot lodge a complaint un-
der the ordinance.

The offence of instant tri-
ple talaq will be "compound-
able". A magistrate can use 
his powers to settle the dispute 
between a husband and his 
wife. This will happen only 
when the wife approaches the 
court. 

Under a compoundable 
offence, both parties have the 
liberty of withdrawing the 
case.

The proposed law would 
only be applicable on instant 
triple talaq or 'talaq-e-biddat' 
and it would give power to the 
victim to approach a magis-
trate seeking "subsistence al-
lowance" for herself and minor 
children.

A woman can also seek the 
custody of her minor children 
from the magistrate who will 
take a final call on the issue. 

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): The 
Naga People's Front (NPF) on 
Sunday wondered if the state’s 
department of Rural Develop-
ment had “given false data to 
the high level committee” in re-
lation to the alleged misappro-
priation of grant-in-aid money. 

“The apple of discord, in the 
very first place, was the delay 
in release of Grant-in-Aid and 
the subsequent claim of RD 
Department that it was released 
in the month of December 2018. 
The NPF would like to remind 
that the leader of opposition, 
TR Zeliang had raised the issue 
on 5th January 2019 at a press 
conference held at Dimapur 
after reports of non-receipt of 

the fund was authenticated 
from the deputy commissioners 
who also are the VDB chairman 
of their respective districts, viz. 
Dimapur, Peren and Mon. 

“As reported by one of the 
local dailies, deputy commis-
sioner of Peren district had 
confirmed the receipt of the 
fund only on 9th January 2019 
and not in the month of De-
cember 2018 as claimed by the 
department officials. Now it 
would behove the association 
to clearly state the facts for gen-
eral comprehension rather than 
giving piece-meal press release, 
which would only aggravate the 
issue and further confuse the 
public,” the NPF challenged.

Interestingly,  the NPF 
claimed that it had confirmed 
from the “outgoing deputy com-
missioner of Dimapur, that he 
had received the fund in batches 
and not in a single demand draft 
on the 10th January 2019 which 
had complicated the process of 
disbursement to the respective 
VDBs under Dimapur district.”

“In regard to Mon district, it 
is clear that the fund had only 
been released to some of the 
blocks after 5th Janaury 2019 
and not as claimed by the as-
sociation. And the gutsy clari-
fication and rebuttal by the RD 
department to the statement 
of the leader of opposition, TR 
Zeliang regarding the backlog 

years only corroborates our ap-
prehension of the hand of RD 
officials along with the minister 
in-charge, in changing the high 
level committee’s allocation. 

“When the statement of the 
leader of NPF legislature party 
is based on the records of the 
high level committee, where 
the years are plainly written, 
how can the nodal department 
who is responsible for feeding 
the data to the HLC contra-
dict the years in question? This 
contradictory statement of the 
department gives rise to a per-
tinent question of whether the 
department had given false data 
to the high-level committee,” 
the statement read.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): Continuing the party’s 
PR assault on the ruling government, two NPF 
legislators from Zunheboto district jumped the 
bandwagon on Sunday to criticise the PDA gov-
ernment’s alleged mismanagement of INR 96 cr. 

“When the statement of the Leader of NPF 
legislature party is based on the records of the 
high level committee, where the years are plain-
ly written, how can the nodal department who 
is responsible for feeding the data to the HLC 
contradict the years in question?” read a joint 
statement from Y Vikheho Swu and Picto Shohe. 

“This contradictory statement of the de-
partment gives rise to a pertinent question of 
whether the department had given false data 
to the high level committee. Are the people 
responsible to find out the correct data being 
complacent or is hand in gloves with a few un-
scrupulous persons to deprive the rural people 
of Nagaland?”

They pointed out that it has been almost a 
year now since the inception of the PDA govern-
ment, headed by Neiphiu Rio “however, it is un-
fortunate to learn that there have been no new 
schemes or any other benefits for Nagaland.” 

“We would also like to appeal to the people 
of Nagaland to speak out against the inaction 
of this handicapped PDA government on the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016. This Bill, 
which will in time become the biggest threat 
to the indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland 
and the Northeast in general is being passed 
without the slightest of opposition from the 
Government of Nagaland. 

“Is the PDA government an NDPP-led 
government or is it BJP-led government?' The 
leadership of NDPP needs to ponder on its al-
liance and introspect on how the government 
is functioning and under whose direction and 
dictate.” 

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): The 
NPF legislature party on Sunday 
issued a statement in response 
to the comments made Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio during his 
speech at the Poanglüm mini 
Hornbill festival at Tuensang on 
Jan. 12.

“On the issue of Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, it is totally 
wrong and misleading on the 
part of Neiphiu Rio to declare 
that ‘Nagas and Nagaland are 
protected under the Bengal 
Eastern Frontier Regulation Act, 
1873 and the Inner Line Per-
mit regulations.’ First, Neiphiu 
Rio placed his hope on Article 
371 A and today it is on Bengal 
Eastern Frontier Regulation 
(BEFR), 1873. One can only 
wonder what next he would rely 
on when it comes to the people 
of Nagaland vis-a-vis the con-
troversial Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill,” read a statement 
from the spokesperson of the 
NPF legislature party, Imkong 
L Imchen.

“The Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
derived from the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulation (BEFR), 
1873 also known as Regula-
tion 5 of 1873 is in operation in 
Nagaland but does not  protect 
the Nagas, their identity and 
interest in the way Neiphiu 
Rio makes it appear to be. Rio 
must educate himself on the 
difference between acquiring 
citizenship of a particular coun-
try and obtaining permission 
for access to a particular region 
of the country. The Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 seeks 

to amend the Citizenship Act 
of 1955 to provide ‘citizenship’ 
to illegal migrants whereas the 
ILP only provides ‘access’ to 
outsiders for inward travel into 
Nagaland.

“The commercial hub of the 
state, Dimapur, is not under the 
ambit of the ILP regulations and 
undocumented immigrants, 
especially IBIs, have flooded 
the district which is known to 
all the citizens of Nagaland. Not 
only Dimapur, illegal immi-
grants have infiltrated even the 
most interior part of the state 
while the chief minister and his 
government continue to rely on 
unconfirmed hypothesis such 
as protection under Article 371 
(A), BEFR 1873, ILP regulations, 
etc.,” the statement read. 

It went on to claim that states 
“are not directly intimated when 
a draft is proposed for introduc-
tion in the Parliament but as the 
lone MP representing Nagaland 
in the Lok Sabha, Neiphiu Rio 
should have educated the peo-
ple of the state he represented 
when draft for the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill came up for 
introduction in July 2016.”

According to the opposi-
tion’s legislators, “calling upon 
the Centre to review the Bill is 
a humiliation and insult to the 
intelligence of the Nagas” when 
the sitting Lok Sabha MP, Tokhe-
ho Yepthomi of the NDPP has 
already supported the passing of 
the Bill in the Lok Sabha Jan. 8.

“What is to be noted is the 
fact that the draft Bill of the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill was 

introduced in July, 2016 when 
Neiphiu Rio was the lone MP 
representing Nagaland in the 
Lok Sabha and passed when 
Tokheho Yepthomi of the NDPP 
party represented the state. 
Ironically, today Neiphiu Rio is 
trying to shift the blame to the 
NPF party. Such is the nature of 
Neiphiu Rio.

“Till date, no reply has been 
given to the leader of opposi-
tion, TR Zeliang who had sought 
clarification from the chief min-
ister Neiphiu Rio through letter 
dated 16th July, 2018. Further-
more, the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill was listed by the 
Assembly Secretariat for discus-
sion on the floor of the House as 
requested by NPF MLAs which 
however was denied time by the 
speaker, Vikho-o-Yoshü (sic),” it 
stated. 

Today, it stated, Rio was of 
the opinion that the Bill has not 
been passed in the Rajya Sabha 
yet “and that there is still time to 
review the Bill but the truth is 
that the NDA do not command 
a sufficient majority to pass the 
same in the Upper House.”

“The state cabinet decision 
of both 5th June 2018 and 7th 
Jan. 2019 were taken out of 
compulsion to gratify the NDA 
government at the cost of the 
Naga people. As such, on the 
resolution of the state cabinet 
to discuss the matter with all 
political parties in the state, the 
NPF legislature party declare 
that it will not be a party to such 
unintelligent proposition at any 
cost,” the statement read.  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 13: Meet Kaka Sumi, a 
shoe designer based in Dimapur who 
launched his eponymous label with a 
range of men’s footwear in 2017 and 
was featured in the 2018 December’s 
issue of Elle Magazine.

Eastern Mirror caught up with 
Sumi, where he spoke about how it all 
began; his plans for the label’s future; 
and how Elle magazine happened.   

Sumi developed the “obsession of 
drawing shoes” in the 7th grade, espe-
cially sketching the Spice Girls and their 
footwear. One little problem always 
persisted, he says. “Victoria Beckham 
is my idol and she always wore heels, 
it was such a problem for me to draw 
her heels; this started the obsession of 
perfecting my sketches of heels.” 

Sumi also recalled the eclectic blue 
stilettos his mother owned when he 
was a kid, which propelled him to start 
imagining what designs he could come 
up with at that time. 

With a degree in footwear design 
from FDDI, Noida and a diploma 
course from NIFT Chennai in accessory 
design and leather design, Sumi is also 
coming up with a capsule clothing line 
in collaboration with another label, Ivy 
and Kay based in Goa and Mumbai.

After “researching and developing” 
women’s shoes for the last seven years, 
Sumi says he is finally seeing results 
to launch a women’s line apart from 
also launching a new and improved, 
upgraded version of men’s shoes. 

“The initial idea of launching a 
women’s line of heels was taking a while 
so I went ahead and launched a line 
of men’s footwear,” Sumi maintained 

adding that even though his main focus 
was a women’s line, he did feel there 
was need of good, “classy men’s sandals 
in India especially due to the climatic 
conditions.” 

The second line of men’s shoes 
will consist of “classy elegant” men’s 
formal shoes where the “technique of 
good-year welting” will be used. “The 
new launch of men’s welted shoes, the 
quality will be much higher,” he said in-
forming that to produce a single piece 
takes about 48 hours. 

When asked about his women’s line 
of footwear, Sumi said it was actually 
“rocket science” to produce heels after 
undergoing quality control inspections. 

“I want my shoes to speak of beauty 
and elegance yet being chic and classy,” 
Sumi shared. The force behind ‘Kaka 
Sumi’ is a one-man show; and the de-
signer is looking forward to structure 
his business after many trials and errors 
in the last six years. 

“I travel so much working with dif-
ferent vendors to get the best product 
so I should say my workplace is scat-
tered at the moment and until and 
unless I settle with a quality vendor 
I will keep moving,” Sumi explained 
when asked how his workplace made 
him feel.  

The shoe designer is so obsessed 
with shoes; he spends his days always 
thinking about footwear. “Everything 
I see around me, I can’t help but think 
how I can incorporate them in my 
shoes,” Sumi said. 

With inspirations from the likes 
of Manolo Blahnik and Alexander 
Mcqueen amongst others, Sumi in 
the same manner hopes to empower 

women with his shoes. 
“In the process of trial and error I 

have ripped apart four Manolo Blahnik 
shoes and two Jimmy Choos to actually 
get to the root of shoe designing,” he 
elaborated. 

Keeping in mind the sustainability 
of the environment also, Kaka remind-
ed that his line is made out of pure 
leather, which is biodegradable unlike 

polyester and the likes that take 20-200 
years to decompose. “I want to keep 
my designs and line environmentally 
conscious be it shoes or clothes, and 
keep fabrics sustainable.” 

About getting featured in Elle, Sumi 
said it was by chance and luck. “The 
fashion director of Elle India, Malini 
Banerjee contacted me on Instagram; 
I still didn’t know who she was or how 

big the conversation would go,” Sumi 
beamed while explaining that Malini 
Banerjee has been very helpful and 
kind towards him by directing him to 
the PR and marketing team. 

“We are also in talks about her 
introducing me to fashion curators 
across the metropolitan cities,” Sumi 
excitedly said.

When asked what his family 
thought about his profession, Sumi ad-
mitted that his first ambition was to 
become a pilot but later joked that 
dream ended because of the motion 
sickness he would get in flight. “My 
family has always been supportive 
about my career move, except my dad 
who was reluctant since he was in the 
government service and wanted me to 
also join the service,” Sumi shared.

“It was only after my dad retired 
and his boredom led him to draw and 
even show me some of his sketches of 
shoes,” Sumi quipped. 

Eastern Mirror could not help but 
ask the stylish designer what he thought 
of Nagaland’s young and hip styles. “I 
wish Nagaland’s infrastructure was such 
that people can express their style but I 
am so glad changes are coming forward 
and I also feel my timing is good,” he 
said while stressing that the “sneaker 
trend” has to be done away with. 

 “I want to also collaborate with 
many Naga designers and hopefully 
come up with a ‘defusion’ line as well 
apart from a tribal collection once my 
base is strong.” 

Kaka Sumi informed he would be 
coming up with a luxury themed store 
for both men and women footwear line 
in Dimapur in the future. 
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A file picture of the members of Indian Muslim Women Solidarity Forum hold placards during a protest against Triple 
Talaq Bill in Kolkata on Jan. 10, 2019.

Kaka Sumi



Pesocha Baptist youth holds song fest 

Vivekananda Foundation observes youth day 

Preparations underway for Mimkut  festival 

LGBTQ community raise objections against Transgender Bill

2 STATE/NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, January 14, 2019

Seen in the picture are judges of the song competition at the ongoing Pesocha Baptist youth conference cum song fest in Chüziema village.

Rahul Gandhi

Prof. KP Avikasit garlanding the photo of Swami Vivekananda on the occasion of National 
Youth Day at Missionaries of Charity, Mother Teresa Home, Dimapur, on January 12.

Work in progress for the 8th state level Mimkut mini hornbill festival 2019 in Ahthibung.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (JAN 11)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 24.2 11 15.7 90 NIL

KOHIMA 16.4 5 9.5 70 -

WOKHA 16.2 8.8 11.9 95 NIL

ZBT 13.2 4.3 10.9 91 NIL

MON 21 9 11 88 NIL

TUENSANG 16.4 10 10.4 79 NIL

MKG 17.2 7.4 11.3 77 NIL

PHEK 16 5 6.8 80 -

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 20.5 9.5 7.6 54 -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 19.2 5.2 8 64 NIL

JALUKIE 14 11 11.7 91 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 24.2 13.8 14.6 68 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NEWS IN BRIEF
NPF convenes meeting 
In exercise of the powers conferred vide Article V, Clause 
3 of the party constitutions, president of Naga People’s 
Front (NPF), Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, has convened a 
central executive council (CEC) meeting on January 31 
in the central headquarters, Kohima, at 11 am. He has 
requested all the central executive council members to 
attend the meeting without fail. 

Film fraternity to meet on Jan. 22
All film directors, producers, artistes, actors, script 
writers, film industry musicians, sound engineers, 
photographers, videographers, camera light crews and 
engineers, drama and theatre directors in the state 
are asked to attend a meeting on January 22 at Hotel 
Saramati, Dimapur, at 1 pm. Managing director of Pheto 
Music Association, Kashito Kiba has convened the meet-
ing to discuss important issues and for the formation of 
Nagaland film fraternity in the state. Members intending 
to attend the meeting are asked to give their confirma-
tion on phone no. 9436405817 on or before January 21.

Ko h i m a  t o  l a u n c h  v o t e r s  
awareness forum 
Kohima district will officially launch Voters Awareness 
Forum (VAF) on January 16. In this regard, it has asked 
to nominate and depute a nodal officer for the VAF. 
According to an official press release, deputy commis-
sioner, Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, has directed 
all concerned nodal officers to be present on January 
16 in his office’s conference hall at 11 am. The DC also 
informed that DLMTs would give a briefing on the role 
and responsibilities of the VAF on that day.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): A 
three-day 43rd conference 
cum song fest (Houzha mu 
Tsalinyi Va – 43) of the Pe-
socha Baptist Khriesarüü 
Krotho (PBKK) began on 
January 11 at Chüziema 
ground. The event is being 
hosted by Chüziema Bap-
tist Church on the theme 
“Called and chosen” (2 Peter 
1: 3- 15).

The conference cum 
songfest is a event of the 
PBKK held after every 4 
years. It consisted of all 
youth from 32 Northern 
Angami Baptist Churches 
and one fellowship. The 
registration desk recorded 
1026 delegates including 
church leaders, organisers 
and other individuals.

The speakers of the 
three-day programme are 
Rev. Tseibu Rutsa, presi-
dent of Leaders for Christ 
International; Dr. Kethoser 
Kevichüsa, speaker of 

RZIM; Kehovi Tase, JBCC; 
and Ruokuoleü Seyie, as-
sociate pastor of Peraciezie 
Baptist Church. The praise 

and worship was led by 
Koinonia Baptist Church 
Youth praise team.

On January 12, Kehovi 

Tase, travelling pastor and 
field secretary of Japfüphiki 
Baptist Church Council, was 
the speaker in the morning 

service. He spoke on the 
theme “Where can I go from 
your Spirit” (Psalms139: 7).

The service was led by 

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): Commemo-
rating the 156th birth anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda, Vivekananda 

Welfare Foundation (VWF) observed 
the National Youth Day on January 
12 at Missionaries of Charity, Mother 

Kethovilie Sachü, PBKK vice 
president. The scripture 
was read by Vilakuo Mezh-
ier, Rüsoma BKK. Special 
praises were presented by 
Ms Thejaneinuo Kiewhuo; 
Chedema BKK, Botsa BKK, 
Tuophema BKK, Chiecha 
Basa BKK and word recita-
tion by Ziezou BKK. Rüguo-
lie Haralu, PBKK president, 
shared the greetings.

In the second session, 
singing competition of 
choir and solo was con-
ducted. The judges were 
Khrietuolie Sorhie, PBKK 
music  secretar y ;  Mrs 
Rheizetuoü Sorhie, PBKK 
assistant music secretary, 
Kenongol Tase, Japfüphiki 
BKK music secretary; Khrie-
phreo Vimerha, CBKK mu-
sic secretary; and Sede-
vikho Gwirie, NBKK music 
secretary.

The programme would 
culminate on January 13 
with the worship service.

Teresa Home, Dimapur.
The celebration was graced by 

Prof. KP Avikasit as the guest speaker 
besides many other eminent person-
alities.

Terming the youth as a force for 
progress of a nation, Prof. Avikasit 
called upon the youth of India raise 
their voice against those trying to 
muzzle and dictate the expressions of 
others. He also narrated a brief history 
on the life of Vivekananda.

Highlighting on its activities, the 
organisation’s legal advisor, YP Gupta, 
stated that it has been conducting 
charitable works in and around Di-
mapur since its inception. He added 
that the future generations would re-
member the organisation for bringing 
positive changes in the city.

Chief patron Dr. Dalia Bhattachar-
jee, Sister Bede of MTH, and youth co-
ordinator Pankaj Debnath also spoke 
on the occasion. The celebration also 
coincided with the 4th foundation 
day of VWF.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
Kuki Inpi Nagaland (KIN), 
Kuki Students’ Organisation 
Nagaland (KSON) and Kuki 
Nute Kiloikhom (KNK) is all 
set to organise the 8th state 
level Mimkut mini hornbill 
festival 2019 in Ahthibung 
town under Peren district 
from January 15 to 17.

A press release from KIN 
and KSON media cell stated 
that Mimkut Festival is a 
post harvest festival, a ma-
jor ancestral festival of the 
Kuki community of Naga-
land observed to perform 
rites and rituals for bounti-
ful harvest.

State deputy chief min-
ister Y Patton; advisor of 
tourism and art and cul-
ture H Khehovi Yepthomi, 
advisor of water resources 
Namri Nchang, advisor of 
youth resources and sports 
Er. Zale Neikha, and IRSSE 
deputy manager Kailen 
Singson would be the spe-

cial guests of the three-day 
festival.

The three-day long festi-
val would witness the statue 
unveiling of Lengjang Kuki 
- signatory of Simon Com-
mission 1929, memorial 
park, inauguration of Mim-
kut monolith, oldies nite, 
musical extravaganza, vari-

ous cultural dances, exhibi-
tion stalls, indigenous trap 
display, indigenous games, 
Miss Mimkut 2019 etc.

Apart from the Kuki 
community of Nagaland, 
Angami, Sumi and Zeliang 
cultural troupes would also 
present cultural dances dur-
ing the festival. KSON me-

dia cell press release also 
stated that the programme 
would witness unity dance 
of 17 tribes by YSU Phaipi-
jang, YSU Chumukedima 
and YSU Dimapur.

The 8th state level Mim-
kut mini hornbill festival 
is being organised on the 
theme ‘Unity & Fraternity.’

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): The Con-
gress on Sunday demanded the im-
mediate removal of Chief Vigilance 
Commissioner (CVC) K. V. Chowdary 
for being a “puppet” of the Narendra 
Modi government and “carrying out 
hatchet jobs” for it including the re-
moval of CBI Director Alok Verma.

With the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led panel shunting out Verma 
on the basis of an adverse report by 
the CVC, Congress spokesperson 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi alleged that 
Chowdary was acting as the “ambas-
sador” of CBI special Director Rakesh 
Asthana who had levelled corruption 
allegations against Verma.

“A collaborator for violating the 
Constitution, the CVC, must go. He is 

acting as an ambassador for Asthana, 
it is clear that he is acting as an agent 
and messenger for the government, to 
do hatchet jobs. 

“It is clear that after acting as an 
ambassador, after lobbying for Astha-
na, doing advocacy for him, the CVC 
is writing a report which is the entire 
basis for the committee’s decision,” 
said Singhvi. 

He said the Modi-led Selection 
Committee removed Verma based on 
charges by Asthana, against whom the 
Delhi High Court recently refused to 
quash an FIR. 

“The CVC has forgotten that he 
has to be vigilant for public interest, 
he has to be vigilant for the nation, he 
doesn’t have to be vigilant for Asthana, 

he does not have to be a puppet, a 
vigilant puppet, in the hands of his 
political masters who want Asthana in 
that place,” said Singhvi. 

“The question arises, at whose be-
hest was the CVC acting? None except 
the top two people in this country, 
who rule this country dictatorially,” 
the Congress leader said in an appar-
ent reference to Modi and BJP chief 
Amit Shah. 

“These master puppeteers can 
only be doing it to hide something. To 
hide something like Rafale and only 
Rafale can make them try and make 
CVC act like a puppet,” said Singhvi 
whose party has repeatedly accused 
Modi of being involved in the “Rafale 
scam”.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday 
charged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi with de-
stroying key institutions 
to cover up the “Rafale 
scam” following reports 
of Supreme Court judge 
A.K. Sikri, who sided with 
the government to remove 
CBI Director Alok Verma, 
being nominated to the 
Commonwealth Tribunal.

According to sources, 
Justice Sikri was nomi-
nated by the Modi govern-
ment to the prestigious 
post of President/ Mem-
ber of the London-based 
Commonwealth Secre-
tariat Arbitral Tribunal 
(CSAT).

CSAT is the final adju-
dicator of disputes arising 
out of contracts entered 
into by or on behalf of 
the Commonwealth Sec-
retariat. After reports of 
his nomination emerged, 
Justice Sikri declined his 
“consent” for the post. 

Reacting to the devel-
opment, Gandhi tweeted: 
“When the scales of jus-
tice are tampered with, 
anarchy reigns.” 

“This Prime Minister 
will stop at nothing, stoop 
to anything and destroy 

Kolkata, Jan. 13 (IANS): Urging for equality 
and freedom of expression, members of the 
LGBTQ community raised their objections 
against the recently passed Transgender 
Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill.

“The problem is that it talks about a 
screening body for us. It makes begging an 
offence for us,” Mumbai-based transgender 
activist, Gauri Sawant, who was a petitioner 
in the National Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA) judgement passed in 2014, said at 
an event here on Saturday.

People of this community are mostly 
shunned by their families and someone else 

deciding their identity is “unacceptable”.
“Also, begging is not something that 

only the transgender people indulge in,” 
Sawant said.

Social activists, intellectuals and emi-
nent personalities walked the ramp and 
held an auction as part of the fundraiser 
programme for the marginalised during an 
event ‘Third Eye’ held here.

According to Ranjita Sinha, a member 
of West Bengal Transgender Welfare Board, 
“No man or woman would like to identify 
as a transgender, hence there is no need of 
a screening committee.”

Sharing her story, Sawant said: “After 
knocking at the door of the Supreme Court, 
I got the right to adopt a child as I wanted 
to be a mother. But why can’t the society 
accept us as citizens of the nation that the 
Constitution talks about.”

Bengal-based transgender educationist 
Atri Kar talked about being bullied “not by 
students but fellow teachers”.

West Bengal Home Secretary Atri Bhat-
tacharya supported the cause by partici-
pating in the power walk where the likes of 
transgender educationist Atri Kar, and 
Rudrani Chettri who runs a modelling 

agency for the community, participated.
“More than schemes and policies, gen-

eral awareness and tolerance is needed for 
the community. People need to be sensi-
tive,” Bhattacharya said.

A painting by Kalki Subramaniam, a 
Tamil Nadu-based transgender writer, actor 
and painter, was auctioned at the event. The 
proceeds will go for education of members 
of the transgender community.

“I was born as a boy and wanted to be a 
girl, and I express that through my paintings. 
I have trained more than hundred transgen-
der artists across India,” Subramaniam said.

Rahul’s UAE visit a huge 
success: Oommen Chandy
Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 
13 (IANS): Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi’s two-
day visit to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) was a huge 
success, party General Sec-
retary Oommen Chandy said 
on Sunday.

“He had various interac-
tions with people. The high-
light was his public meeting 
in which over 40,000 people 
packed the stadium to hear 
him,” the former Kerala Chief 
Minister told IANS.

The visit to the UAE was 
planned by Chandy, who was 
in the UAE for several days 

along with his former cabinet 
colleague and Indian Union 
Muslim League Lok Sabha 
member P.K. Kunhalikutty to 
organise the trip.

“Thousands of Indi-
ans settled in various GCC 
(Gulf Cooperation Council) 
countries attended the rally,” 
Chandy said. He said the 
visit to a labour camp where 
at least 5,000 Indians reside 
was an eye-opener to the 
Congress President.

Gandhi also interacted 
with students at the IMT 
University and met Indian 
business honchos.

Why was Kartarpur 
allowed to go to 
Pakistan— Modi

Modi’s ‘Rafale fear’ behind plum 
post offer to Sikri—Rahul

Congress demands CVC Chowdary’s removal

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said the 
BJP government is commit-
ted to ensuring justice to the 
1984 anti-Sikh riot victims 
and asked why the Kartar-
pur Sahib gurdwara was 
allowed to go to Pakistan 
during partition when it was 
close to the border.

Addressing a gather-
ing after releasing a Rs 350 
commemorative coin to 
mark the birth anniversary 
of Guru Gobind Singh here, 
Modi said his government 
was pledged to facilitate the 
smooth entry of Sikhs to 
Kartarpur Sahib gurdwara 
in Pakistan through the Kar-
tarpur corridor.

“The gurdwara was just 
a few kilometres away but 
it was not brought in India. 
Building the Kartarpur cor-
ridor is an honest attempt 
to recompense that loss. It is 
an act of repentance for the 
mistake that happened in 

August 1947,” he said.
The Prime Minister also 

said that the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) government 
would ensure that justice 
was provided to “all sisters 
and mothers” who were 
victims of the 1984 anti-
Sikh riots that followed the 
assassination of then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi.

“The Central govern-
ment is working to provide 
justice to those who have 
been subjected to injustice 
since 1984,” he said.

Modi also said that his 
government had asked all 
Indian embassies to cel-
ebrate the 352nd ‘Prakash 
Utsav’ of Guru Gobind 
Singh. 

Calling Guru Gobind 
Singh a “multi-talented per-
sonality”, Modi said the Sikh 
master was not just a war-
rior but a poet and literary 
figure whose values could 
be found in the foundation 
of new India.

everything, to cover up the 
Rafale Scam. He’s driven 
by fear. It’s this fear that is 
making him corrupt and 
destroy key institutions,” 
said Gandhi tagging a me-
dia report about the post-
retirement offer to the 
Supreme Court judge.

Sikri was part of the 
Select ion Committee 
including Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and 
Leader of Congress in 
Lok Sabha Mallikarjun 
Kharge that on Thursday 
decided 2:1 to remove CBI 
chief Verma from the post. 
Kharge gave a dissenting 
note and opposed Verma’s 
ouster.
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Neiphiu Rio, TR Zeliang and Zhaleo Rio are seen along with the clan members during the 13th general conference of the Mera/ Sechü/ Rau 
clan in Jalukie town on January 8.

DC Phek, Orenthung Lotha, with AGBCN official, executive council members and conference speakers 
pose for a lens at 11th AGBCN annual conference in Phek on January 13.

Prof. Alongla P Aier (centre) launching the book “Studies in contemporary Naga writings” with the 
authors Sentiyula (left) and Bendangsenla on January 12 in Dimapur.

Kevithüto Sophie, additional inspector general of police (provisioning), PHQ, Kohima, addressing the 
valedictory programme of the Changki students’ 4th conference cum sports meet on January 11.

STATE

Members of Angami Christian Revival Youth Association (ACRYA) pose for a group photo after the cleanliness drive conducted in Kohima on January 8. The cleanliness drive 
was organised in view of the upcoming ACRYA’s golden jubilee scheduled from January 25 to 27.

Towards clean environment

Political rivals find 
common ancestral root

Naga women professors launch book on contemporary writings 

Changki students’ conference 
culminates on high note

Yimchungrü tribe to celebrate 
Tsungkamneo festival in Dimapur

Tsakou union to observe annual day

Nagaland Gorkha Baptist churches conference concludes State BJP officials attend 
national convention

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
After seventy seven years 
of the clan’s first meeting 
in the year 1942, the 13th 
general conference of the 
Mera- Sechü- Rau clan Na-
galand was convened on 
January 8 in the residence 
of Denis Elunglung, Jalukie 
town, and hosted by the 
Nagaland Zeliang Rau. The 
historic event of the clan’s 
meet was marked by the 

presence of more than 2000 
clan members including 
Neiphiu Rio, TR Zeliang and 
Zhaleo Rio.  

A press release issued by 
a clan member Dr. Hedun-
gkiebe stated that both TR 
Zeliang and Neiphiu Rio, in 
their speeches, have univo-
cally urged the members to 
carry out research works on 
the clan’s histories seriously 
for deeper understanding 

of the clan origin and fam-
ily tree. While thanking the 
organisers for their achieve-
ments, they also shared 
similar views that there is no 
permanent friend or foe in a 
democratic world. 

Recalling a popular 
proverb “Blood is thicker 
than water,” TR Zeliang stat-
ed that blood relation can-
not be replaced or avoided 
adding as long as human-

ity exist in the society, they 
could also have stronger 
bond among the clan mem-
bers for a better future.

Neiphiu Rio also urged 
the members to uplift each 
other as one clan wherever 
possible. Of the many, he 
cited an example in the field 
of education saying, “We 
must collectively support 
students if there is anyone 
facing difficulty in pursuing 

education due to financial 
problems.” He went on say-
ing. “If we could nurture up 
bright students among our 
clan members to lead us; we 
could have a stronger and 
brighter Mera- Sechü- Rau 
clan.”

In his welcome speech, 
Denis Elunglung stated that 
it was a great day for blood 
brothers to gather in the 
true spirit of brotherhood, 
which according to him was 
a mark of unity. 

“God has blessed us 
with few prominent leaders 
for which we must grate-
fully uphold each other as 
brothers lest the blessing 
will go to others hands,” 
Denis said. 

Earlier, the clan’s gath-
ering began with a prayer 
said by Gohing, pastor of 
Puilo New Baptist Church. 
Rau, Mera and Sechü Yieko 
entertained the crowd with 
folk songs, followed by pres-
idential speech delivered 
by Rüüngutuo and reports 
from the secretary, treasurer 
and research committee.

Kethozhapu Sahu pro-
nounced the vote of thanks 
and the programme con-
cluded with a prayer of 
blessings by Heuzieteusing 
on behalf of Rau elders. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 13: In the 
absence of textual materi-
als for prescribed syllabus 
in Nagaland context, a new 
subject in the form of a book 
titled “Studies in contem-
porary Naga writings” - the 
first volume in a new series 
“Heritage critical studies” 
authored by A Sentiyula 
and Bendangsenla was 
launched on January 12. 

Heritage critical studies 
volume 1 “Studies in con-
temporary Naga writings” 
was launched on January 12 
at the West City conference 
room, DC Court junction, 
Dimapur, by Prof. Alongla P 
Aier of Oriental Theological 
Seminary.

Launching the book, 
Aier persuaded the authors 
to keep writing and encour-
aged them to continue con-
tributing with world class 
literature.

“May your writers muse 
never leave you, may it con-
tinue to dwell in owner-
ship unto to higher levels of 
productivity and may you 
contribute to the growth of 
world class literature in our 
own land and beyond,” Aier 
stated. 

The book published by 
Heritage Publishing House 
presents a range of critical 
essays of Naga writings in 
English and contemporary 
literature exemplifying dif-
ferent approaches to lit-
erature. It focuses on books 
and poems recommend-
ed for study in university 
courses so as to promote a 
resource for students.     

The author, A Sentiyula, 
is an assistant professor in 
the department of English 
at Dimapur Government 
College and Bendangsenla 
is an assistant professor in 
the same department at 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 13 (EMN): The 4th con-
ference cum sports meet of Changki Kaket-
süri Longjem (CKL) held in Changki village, 
some 50 kilometres away from Mokokc-
hung town, culminated on high note.

The valedictory programme was graced 
by Kevithüto Sophie, additional inspec-
tor general of police (provisioning), PHQ, 
Kohima, as the special invitee on January 
11 evening.

Appreciating the Changki students’ 
union for coming up with a befitting theme 
“Rediscover our identity,” the special invitee 
asserted that culture and identity are like 
two sides of the same coin. He added that 

they are very closely related although they 
seem different.

In this connection, Sophie called upon 
the students to preserve and promote the 
rich cultural heritage of the forefathers 
which define one’s own identity. He further 
appealed the students to speak and learn 
their mother-tongue because the disap-
pearance of mother tongue would be the 
starting point of losing one’s identity.

The valedictory programme was fol-
lowed by Changki night, where Imlibenla 
Wati, former Miss Nagaland 2012, Miss 
India Elite 2015, and Miss Super Talent 
World runners-up 2016, made a special 
appearance.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): Yimchungrü 
Union Dimapur (YUD) has decided to cel-
ebrate its premier festival ‘Tsungkamneo’ 
on January 16 at DDSC stadium, Dimapur, 
at 11 am.

The festival would be graced by deputy 
commissioner, Dimapur, Kevekha

Kevin Zehol,   and Sapu Bhattacharyya, 
director of NEC Energy Pvt. Ltd, as special 
guest and guest of honour respectively.

The festival would also be attended by 
Hekhevi Achumi, judicial secretary of West-
ern Sumi Hoho; president of Naga Council 
Dimapur, T  Bangerloba Longkumer; Kiu-
muhean, vice president of Yimchungrü 
Tribal Council; and R Tohanba, former MLA, 
as special invitees.

All Yimchungrüs dwelling in Dimapur 
are asked to attend the festival with tradi-
tional attire.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
Tsakou Union, T Khel from 
Kohima village has an-
nounced to organise its 
annual day on January 15 at 
Tsakou at 11 am, where

Leo Solo, Nouleo Solo 
(GB) and N Lao Solo would 

exhort the gathering during 
the formal programme.

The programme will 
be followed by community 
feast. All members of the 
union have are requested 
to attend the programme 
positively.

Meanwhile, for the stu-
dent’s academic awards 
(2016-2018), parents are 
reminded to submit neces-
sary documents of their 
wards to its officials on or 
before the commencement 
of the programme.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
A three-day 11th annual 
conference of Association of 
the Gorkha Baptist Church-
es of Nagaland (AGBCN) 
on the theme “New life, 
New vision” and hosted by 
Nepali Baptist Church Phek 
at Christian Mission Higher 
Secondary School, Phek, 
concluded on January 13.

A press release issued by 
AGBCN council secretary, 
Moon Thabah, stated that 
the deputy commissioner, 
Phek, Orenthung Lotha, in 
his exhortation, had called 
upon the Nepali commu-
nity to contribute towards 
the welfare of society wher-
ever they are placed. He also 
encouraged them to uphold 
the tradition of hardworking 
and humility.

It also stated that pas-

Zunheboto Government 
College. 

Author Sentiyula, in her 
address, said the book was 
the result for lack of referenc-
es for students. As teachers of 
undergraduate students, she 

said they have authored the 
book to showcased methods 
on how to critically analyse 
literary texts. 

“We have tried to stand 
in the gap between theory 
and praxis, and between 

the reader and the text. In 
the process, we have also 
examined the recurring 
themes in contemporary 
Naga writings, which we 
believe are indicative of the 
social and cultural milieu 

we live in. We have also re-
viewed some new books 
which we enjoyed reading,” 
Sentiyula said. 

“Evolving critical frames 
for contemporary Naga 
writing in English, people 
will recognise something to 
be true only if the descrip-
tions of the truth is support-
ed by experts in the field 
and be scientifically viable, 
often by the members of 
the ruling elite or prevailing 
ideologues of knowledge,” 
said Dr. S Elika Assumi, as-
sistant professor of ICFAI 
University, Dimapur, in re-
sponse to the book “Stud-
ies in contemporary Naga 
writings.” 

“Sentiyula and Bend-
angsenla’s “Studies in con-
temporary Naga writings” 
marked the first volume 
of heritage critical studies, 
which was indeed a com-
mendable endeavour in the 

field of theory and praxis, 
Assumi commended. 

“The essays of both the 
authors are distinct with a 
genuine inquiry of closely 
reading key Naga writers in 
English - Temsula Ao, Mo-
nalisa Changkija, Easterine 
Kire and Nini Lungalung. 
In addition, the essays also 
examine tropes of Naga 
women’s identity within the 
dominant social, cultural 
and political fabric while 
espousing voices of resist-
ance represented through 
the writings of these Naga 
authors,” she added. 

In response to the book, 
Assumi remarked that the 
collection of essays was un-
doubtedly ground breaking 
where not many in the field 
of Naga academia have the 
gumption to embark upon 
such a venture. 

“This text is far more 
than critical insights into 

key Naga writings, as much 
as it can be considered to 
be a necessary handbook 
for college and university 
students - in order to learn 
and gain methods of criti-
cally analysing literary texts 
of contemporary Naga writ-
ings in English. This volume 
by Heritage is proof of the 
fact that we are evolving 
beyond mere praising or 
review of a literary text,” 
Assumi reacted to the book. 

Equating the two au-
thors as ‘brave warriors,’ 
Assumi asserted “It was no 
longer about male ingenu-
ity rather female profundity. 
This is a marked paradigm 
shift of authorial voices in 
Naga academia and critical 
studies of contemporary 
Naga writings in English 
and they have allowed us to 
understand the written text 
in a tangible form through 
this volume of essay.” 

tor of Phek Town Baptist 
Church and main speaker, 
Thepuchuyi Khesoh, de-
livered sermon dwelling 
on the conference’s theme 
from Isaiah 44: 18-19 in the 
devotional service. He also 
spoke on the topics “God’s 

vision for you” in the inau-
gural service on January 11 
and “New vision for mis-
sions” in the closing service 
held Sunday evening.

AGBCN women secre-
tary, Shanti Pradhan, as the 
speaker of Saturday vespers 

service, shared on “Your 
future lay within you” from 
Jeremy ah 29:11.

Pastor Surjay B Sap-
kota, NBC Kohima, and 
Dawa Lama, pastor of NBC, 
Zunheboto, conducted the 
morning Bible studies.

During business ses-
sion, reports for the year 
2018 from various depart-
ments including church and 
mission, women, youth, 
resource and development 
and pastors’ fellowship were 
presented by respective sec-
retaries and chairmen.

Special music cultural 
presentations by member 
churches and Phek Town 
Baptist Church choir were 
other attractions of the con-
ference.

Pastor of Bible Hill 
Baptist Church Phek, Rev 
Nuvosai Vese; vice chair-
man of Oriental College 
Kohima, Gopal Basnet; 
associate pastor of PTBC 
Vesatolu Chuzho; AGBCN 
chairman Tek Gurung; and 
pastor of Ao Baptist Church 
Phek Rev. T Alem also ex-

horted the congregation 
during the three-day pro-
grammes.

Besides the devotion 
and prayer services, the 
conference was marked by 
bidding farewell to outgo-
ing women secretary Shanti 
Pradhan, who served for 
two terms and also instal-
lation of new women sec-
retary Beena Thapa by AG-
BCN executive secretary, 
Santabir Rai.

Meanwhile, the AG-
BCN executive council has 
lauded the efforts of NBC 
Phek in hosting the confer-
ence which commenced 
on January 11. Around 250 
delegates from 31 affiliated 
Nepali and Gorkha Baptist 
Churches and fellowships 
across the state attended 
the conference.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
A total 65 delegation from 
Nagaland BJP unit led by 
the deputy chief minister, Y 
Patton, and state unit presi-
dent, Temjen Imna Along, 
accompanied by 9 minister 
and advisors along with 54 
office bearers attended the 
recently concluded two-day 
BJP national convention at 
Ramleela ground, New Delhi.

A press release issued by 
Kuolie Mere, PRO (IPR), Na-
galand House, New Delhi, 
stated that all the BJP MPs 
and MLAs in both central 
and state as well as BJP or-
ganisations office bearers 
had attended the national 
convention.

The release quoting 

Patton stated that Prime 
Minister of India Narender 
Modi had attended the two-
day convention, adding a 
temporary PMO office was 
also set up at the venue 
for Prime Minister and his 
team. It stated that more 
than 15,000 delegates in-
cluding chief minister and 
deputy chief ministers of 
all the BJP ruled states from 
across the country attended 
the convention.

Besides the prime min-
ister, Narender Modi, and 
the national BJP president, 
Amit Shah, senior union 
cabinet ministers and top 
BJP organisation leaders 
had addressed the gather-
ing, the release added. 
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Pradip Dutta 

One ROV and a six-member team of the firm have joined the operation. 
AP Images

NEIPP officials during the press conference at the Manipur Press Club in Imphal on Sunday .
PTI

NEIPP demands withdrawal of 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 

BJP expels leader for threatening Assamese 
speaking students in Barak Valley 

Month after mishap, NGT asks Meghalaya 
police to crack whip on illegal mining  

Buffalo gores 8 in Manipur

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan.13 (EMN):  Opposing to 
the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
passed in the Lok Sabha on January 
8, the North East Indigenous Peoples’ 
Parliament (NEIPP) which aims to re-
solve issues and threats that challenge 
the survival of the indigenous peoples 
of the NE, on Sunday demanded the 
withdrawal of Bill as people of the 
North-eastern region will not accept 
the Bill in any manner.

The Bill seeks to amend Citizen-
ship Act 1955 to grant Indian nation-
ality to people from minority com-
munities -- Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christians -- from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan 
after six years of residence in India 
instead of 12 even if they don’t possess 
any proper document. It has been op-
posed by a large section of people and 
organisations in the Northeast.

Addressing a press conference at 
the Manipur Press Club in Imphal, 
Coordinator Ningthouja Lancha of 
NEIPP said that the Bill is more racist 
in nature and gives more emphasis 
on foreign immigrants than people 
of the region. It is an attempt for slow 
genocide of indigenous of people, he 
alleged.

Lancha warned that if circum-

stances arise, the people of Northeast 
may demand political autonomy. 

NEIPP had been recommending 
suitable amendments of the provi-
sions of the Chapter on Citizenship 
contained in Articles 5 to 11 of the 
Constitution with corresponding 
amendments of the Citizenship Act 
1955 since the last few years.

“North-eastern region has already 
been flooded with influx of immi-

grants, the Bill not only threatened 
the existence of indigenous people 
but it will have big impact on its land 
and natural resources, Convenor W 
Saratchandra said.

Expressing dismay, Co-convenor 
Bikram Hanse of NEIPP Assam chap-
ter said that’ the Government of India 
could not respect the people of NE 
region so now we are demanding its 
withdrawal.’

Guwahati, Jan. 13 (PTI): 
BJP expelled its Barak Valley 
leader Pradip Dutta on Sun-
day, two days after threaten-
ing Assamese speaking stu-
dents for protesting against 
the Citizenship Bill at Assam 
University.

Dutta has been expelled 
for breaking the party dis-
cipline and taking a “stand 
against the party’s ideology 
and position”, the expulsion 
letter by Assam BJP general 
secretary Dilip Saikia said.

The letter also said 
Dutta has been expelled 
from the primary mem-
bership of the party as per 
the instruction of the state 
president Ranjeet Kumar 
Dass with immediate effect.

Du t t a  h a d  o n  Fr i -
day courted controversy 
by threatening Assamese 
speaking students in Ben-
gali-dominated Barak Val-
ley that their admission in 
Assam University at Silchar 
would be barred if they pro-
tested against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill.

Dutta, a local leader of 
the saffron party known for 
making controversial state-
ments, issued the threat 

after a section of students of 
the Assam University raised 
their voice against the con-
troversial Bill.

“I warn the Assamese 
(speaking) students of the 
university that you don’t 
indulge in politics and study 
only.

Think about the future.
We will be otherwise 

forced to bar admission 
of Assamese students in 
the university,” Dutta was 
heard saying in local news 
channels.

“I am writing to the vice-
chancellor of the university 

asking him what step he is 
taking against the students 
for opposing the Bill”, Dutta 
had said in Bengali.

Buckling under Dutta’s 
threat, Assam University 
on Saturday banned pro-
tests inside the campus with 
immediate effect without 
prior permission of the vice-
chancellor.

In an order, Assam Uni-
versity registrar Sanjib Bhat-
tacharjee directed that no 
procession/dharna or any 
sort of gathering of people 
within the campus without 
prior approval of the au-

thorities is strictly prohib-
ited until further order.

Cotton University Stu-
dents Union had filed a 
complaint at Pan Bazar po-
lice station in Guwahati, 
while another case was 
lodged at Nagaon by Asom 
Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chhatra 
Parishad against Dutta for 
making the communally 
provocative statement.

Several organisations, 
including the All Assam 
Students’ Union (AASU), 
Krishak Mukti Sangram 
Samiti (KMSS) and Students 
Federation of India (SFI), 
have condemned Dutta’s 
threat.

Protesting against the 
statement, ULFA (pro-talk) 
general secretary Anup 
Chetia had said such people 
are backed by the “govern-
ment lobby” to fuel “feelings 
of communalism” between 
Assamese and Bengali 
speaking people.

A different section of 
Assam University students 
Thursday came out in sup-
port of the Bill, while an-
other had taken out a can-
dlelight vigil on Wednesday 
to protest against it.

Bengali poet Srijato’s 
presence at Assam 
event draws protests
Kolkata, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Bengali poet Srijato Ban-
dyopadhyay’s presence 
at a literary event in As-
sam’s Silchar drew strong 
protests from a group of 
local people over one of his 
controversial poems, police 
said on Sunday.

“The people had gath-
ered at the literary meet on 
Saturday and demanded 
an explanation for certain 
lines of Srijato’s poem. The 
poet’s safety was taken care 
of,” an police officer in Sil-
char said.

Sharing the experi-
ence of the event, Bandyo-
padhyay on Sunday said: 
“Many outsiders had gath-
ered on the stage and they 
created a ruckus with the 
organisers. They resorted 
to sloganeering outside the 
hotel and ransacked the 
property and we could not 
step out.”

He said that it was not 
possible to identify the 

group of people as they had 
carried no flags or banners.

According to him, the 
only thing they wanted to 
know why the poet was 
invited and demanded an 
explanation for his 2-year-
old controversial poem.

In 2017, a police com-
plaint was lodged against 
Bandyopadhyay for post-
ing a 12-line poem titled 
“Abhishaap” (curse) in 
Facebook. Complainant 
Arnab Sarkar -- said to be 
member of a Hindu right-
wing group -- had filed a 
case at the Cyber Crime 
Police Station of northern 
West Bengal’s Siliguri Police 
Commissionerate.

“I had faced protests 
earlier but never expected 
it to flare up again. The 
issue is being deliberately 
brought up and the present 
days seem to be very dark 
for the people who express 
themselves freely,” the Ben-
gali poet said.

Assam: Congress offers support to Sonowal for new govt.  if he quits BJP
Guwahati, Jan. 13, (PTI): Con-
gress leader Debabrata Saikia 
on Saturday asked Assam chief 
minister Sarbananda Sonowal to 
quit the BJP and form a new gov-
ernment with his party’s support, 
while the AGP said it may restore 
its alliance with the saffron party 
if the Citizenship Amendment Bill 
is scrapped.

Saikia, the leader of Opposi-

tion in Assam Assembly, talking to 
a local TV news channel here said, 
“In view of the current situation 
in the state following the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill giving rise 
to protests here, Sarbananda 
Sonowal should leave BJP and 
come out with even just 40 of his 
MLAs.”

“We will have Sonowal only 
as the chief minister of Assam 

again. We have 25 legislators in 
the 126-member House. We can 
take support from AGP and other 
parties to form the new state 
government,” said the Congress 
leader.

The current 14th Assembly 
has 61 BJP, 25 Congress, 14 Asom 
Gana Parishad (AGP), 13 AIUDF, 
12 Bodoland Peoples Front (BPF) 
and one independent MLA.

Meanwhile, the AGP, which 
had snapped ties with the two-
and-a-half-year-old Sonowal 
government on January 7 over the 
Centre introducing and passing 
the Bill in Lok Sabha, indicated 
before reporters in Golaghat that 
it may restore its ties with BJP in 
the state.

Asked if his party would re-
new its alliance with the saffron 

party, AGP president Atul Bora 
said, “If the government scraps 
the bill giving rise to the need to 
discuss the issue in our party fo-
rum and depending on the need 
of the political situation…we may 
reconsider our alliance with BJP. 
Cannot say anything now till the 
Bill is dropped. We will observe 
their activities and as of now take 
a wait and watch stand”.

Imphal, Jan. 13 (IANS):  A buffalo on Sunday ran amok here 
on Sunday for several hours attacking pedestrians, leaving 
eight persons injured, one of them in a serious condition, 
officials said.

The buffalo, brought from Dimapur in Nagaland appar-
ently for illegal slaughter, escaped from the butcher, causing 
a commotion. 

One person who was gored in the stomach is battling for 
his life in a hospital in Imphal, police said.

It took several hours to bring the buffalo under control. 
Police have registered a case against S. Mufarsauddin of 

Imphal East who had brought the buffalo. 

Shillong, Jan. 13 (PTI): A month 
after 15 miners were trapped in 
a coal mine, search operations 
for which are still underway; a 
three-member committee of the 
National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
has asked the Meghalaya Police to 
investigate into nearly 1200 cases 
of illegal quarrying across the state.

The green tribunal had im-
posed a blanket ban on coal 
mining and transportation in 
Meghalaya in 2014, citing unscien-
tific methods and absence of safety 
measures.

The three-member NGT com-
mittee, constituted in August last 
year, is currently studying the 
environmental aspects of rat-hole 
mining in the state.

An official said the police have 
been told that their probe should 
reach a logical conclusion after 
taking into account all 1200 cases 
of illegal rat-hole mining in East 
Garo Hills, South-West Khasi Hills 
and West and East Jaintia Hills 
districts.

Rat-hole mining involves dig-
ging of narrow tunnels, usually 3-4 
feet high, for workers to enter and 

extract coal. The horizontal tun-
nels are often termed “rat-holes”, 
as each just about fits one person.

On December 13, water from 
nearby Lytein river flooded a net-
work of tunnels in a coal mine 
in Lumthari village of East Jain-
tia Hills, trapping 15 men and 
prompting a rescue attempt that 
has failed to yield any result so far.

That mining goes on unabated 
in the state can be gauged from the 
fact that heaps of freshly dug coal is 
dumped on both sides of the road 
that approaches Lumthari from 

Khliehriat, the district headquar-
ters of East Jaintia Hills.

Meanwhile, official sources 
said the NGT committee, which 
has sought police investigation 
into the registered cases of illegal 
mining, is set to visit the state by 
January-end.

The committee, headed by 
retired judge Justice (Retd) B P 
Katakey, will conduct a field visit to 
South Garo Hills on January 30-31 
to study the ground-level situation, 
they said. Katakey told PTI that 
98 cases of illegal quarrying have 

been registered in East Jaintia Hills 
district alone since the ban.

The committee, after a thor-
ough study, will prepare a report 
and present it before the tribunal 
by March 31, he said.

“We have directed investiga-
tion into nearly 1200 cases of illegal 
mining and transportation of coal 
since the 2014 ban. In East Jaintia 
Hills, the SP has been asked to sub-
mit a report at the earliest in con-
nection with the 98 cases recorded 
in the district,” Katakey added.

An official in the state mining 
and geology department said Meg-
halaya does not maintain statistics 
on mining and mishaps.

“As there is no study or statis-
tics on the prevalence of mining in 
the state, the three-member NGT 
panel has asked district deputy 
commissioners to furnish all avail-
able data in connection with the 
illegal practices,” he added.

Submersible robotic inspec-
tion firm joins Meghalaya mine 
rescue operation

A team of a city-based com-
pany that specialises in submers-
ible robotic inspections on Sunday 

joined the operation to rescue 15 
miners trapped for a month now 
inside a flooded rat-hole coal mine 
in Meghalaya.

According to the website of the 
company, Planys Technologies, it is 
an IIT Madras incubated company 
that provides submersible robotic 
inspections and survey solutions 
using Remotely Operated Vehicles 
(ROV).

One ROV and a six-member 
team of the firm have joined the 
operation, a company official said.

“The team joined Sunday. They 
are working with the Navy,” the 
official, who did not want to be 
named, told PTI.

The miners have been trapped 
inside a 370-foot-deep illegal coal 
mine in Meghalaya’s East Jaintia 
Hills district since December 13, 
2018

Even as a multi-agency effort 
to rescue them is underway, the 
Supreme Court is hearing a PIL in 
the matter for urgent action. 

The Indian Navy and planes 
and helicopters of the Indian Air 
Force have been deployed in the 
rescue operations.

SUD0KU 1889 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that 
can be reached logically. Enter numbers into the 
blank spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1888

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 2048

8.  “____ the line” = conformed 
under pressure

9.  S
10.  A meeting
11.  Periodic rise and fall of sea level
12.  Proficient
13.  A strong lightweight wood
18.  Spore-producing structures
22.  10
23.  French for “After”
24.  Gasoline or naphtha, for example
25.  Surrounds a door, window or 

painting
26.  Acquired Immune Deficiency 

Syndrome
27.  Term of address for men
29.  Engrave
30.  Units of area
31.  Make brown and crisp by heating
34.  City in Viet Nam
35.  Spy
36.  Brief and to the point
38.  Afflicts
39.  Twosome
41.  Baseball team in Los Angeles
42.  Attacked suddenly
43.  Adult male
44.  Largest continent

45.  Characterized by dignity and 
propriety

46.  Title for benevolent deities 
(Zoroastrianism)

47.  Had a fondness for
50.  Anagram of “Edit”
51.  Older
52.  Not amateurs
55.  Writer/poet Edgar Allan ___ 

(1809-1849)
56.  Avenue (abbrev.)
57.  Brownish
58.  Identity cards
59. C

ACROSS
1.  Fertile areas in deserts
6.  Initial wagers
11.  A bill in a restaurant
14.  Pup
15.  Not tight
16.  A mountain on Crete
17.  Anarchy
19.  Delete (abbrev.)
20.  Murmured lovingly
21.  Paces
23.  An illicit relationship
27.  Early afternoon nap
28.  The purging of sin or guilt
32. Poised for action
33.  Fruit of the oak tree
34.  Bowler, derby or cap, for example
37.  Trees of the genus Ulmus
38.  A tapestry
39.  A printed leaf of a book or periodical
40.  South southeast
41.  Plunges
42.  More reasonable
43.  Harassments
45.  Dishes of greens and tomatoes
48.  Anagram of “Sortie”
49.  An object
50.  A nocturnal mammal of southeast 

Asia
53.  A seabird
54.  Resembling a pointed saying
60.  Anger
61.  Cowboy sport
62.  Avoid
63.  Father
64.  Sows
65.  Compact 
DOWN
1.  “Wise” bird
2.  An expression of surprise
3.  Stitch
4.  L
5.  Select something
6.  As well
7.  Not at all

MIRROR CROSS WORD 2049 
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FinMin considers steps to prevent composition 
dealers from charging GST from buyers

LIC’s market share 
falls below 70 per cent

Discoms’ outstanding 
dues to power generators 
rise 24% to INR 39,498 cr.

RBI cautions govt. over NPA spike in MUDRA loansIndia invites Chinese 
participation in its plans to 
expand Electric Vehicles

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI): In 
a consumer-friendly meas-
ure, the revenue depart-
ment is planning to make it 
mandatory for composition 
dealers and service provid-
ers to declare their GST reg-
istration status in invoices 
to ensure that they do not 
charge any tax from buyers.

The measure, once im-
plemented, would check 
the widespread practice 
of composition dealers of 
charging GST from pur-
chasers and not depositing 
it with the exchequer, an 
official said.

The revenue depart-
ment is also planning to 
launch a campaign to edu-
cate consumers that the 
dealers opting for compo-
sition scheme are not re-
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quired to charge the goods 
and services tax (GST) from 
purchasers, the official said.

Under the GST compo-

sition scheme, traders and 
manufacturers are required 
to pay only 1 per cent GST 
on goods which otherwise 

attract a higher levy of either 
5, 12 or 18 per cent. Such 
dealers are also not permit-
ted to charge GST from the 

purchaser.
Of the 1.17 crore busi-

nesses registered under 
GST, about 20 lakh have 
opted for composition 
scheme.

“It has come to the no-
tice of the government that 
a large number of composi-
tion dealers are levying GST 
at higher rates and not de-
positing it with the govern-
ment,” the official told PTI.

According to the pro-
posal being considered by 
the Central Board of In-
direct Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC), businesses will have 
to mandatorily mention in 
the invoice generated by 
them that they are composi-
tion dealers and, hence, are 
not required to charge GST.

“Simultaneously, we will 

educate consumers that 
they should not pay GST 
while buying goods from 
composition scheme deal-
ers,” the official said.

To ease compliance bur-
den for small businesses, 
the GST law provides for 
composition scheme under 
which traders and manu-
facturers with an annual 
turnover of up to Rs 1 crore 
can pay 1 per cent GST. This 
threshold will increase to Rs 
1.5 crore from April 1.

Also the GST Council, 
headed by Arun Jaitley and 
comprising state ministers, 
in its meeting on January 10 
permitted service provider 
and those dealing in both 
goods and services with a 
turnover of Rs 50 lakh to opt 
for composition scheme.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI):  
State-owned Life Insurance 
Corporation’s (LIC) market 
share fell below 70 per cent 
in the financial year ended 
March 2018 as private insur-
ers get more aggressive.

The market share of 
private insurers increased 
to 30.64 per cent in 2017-
18, from 28.19 per cent in 
2016-17.

“On the basis of total 
premium income, the mar-
ket shares of LIC decreased 
from 71.81 per cent in 2016-
17 to 69.36 per cent in 2017-
18,” said the annual report 
of the Insurance Regulatory 
and Development Authority 
of India (Irdai).

Further, the market 
share of private insurers 
in new business premium 
also saw an increase during 
2017-18 over the previous 
year.

In the case of renewal 
premium, LIC had a share 
at 69.35 per cent (down 
from 72.31 per cent in the 
previous year). This com-
pares with 30.65 per cent 
(27.69 per cent in the previ-
ous year) share of private 
insurers.

During 2017-18, life in-
surers issued 281.97 lakh 
new individual policies, out 
of which LIC issued 213.38 
lakh policies or 75.7 per 
cent of the total new policies 

issued and the private life 
insurers issued 68.59 lakh 
policies (24.3 per cent).

“While the private sec-
tor achieved a growth of 
8.47 per cent in the number 
of new policies issued 
against the previous year, 
LIC achieved a growth of 
5.99 per cent,” the report 
said.

At the end of March 
2018, there are 68 insur-
ers operating in India, of 
which 24 are life insurers, 
27 are general insurers, 6 are 
standalone health insurers 
exclusively doing health 
insurance business and 11 
are re-insurers including 
foreign reinsurer branches 
and Lloyd’s India.

Of the total insurers cur-
rently in operation, eight are 
in the public sector and the 
remaining are in the private 
sector.

In life insurance busi-
ness, India is ranked 10th 
among the 88 countries, for 
which data is published by 
Swiss Re.

The country’s share in 
global life insurance market 
was 2.76 per cent during 
2017.

However, during 2017, 
life insurance premium in 
India increased 8 per cent 
(inflation adjusted) when 
global life insurance pre-
mium rose by 0.5 per cent.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI): 
Amid stress in the power 
sector, woes of electric-
ity generating firms have 
increased further as their 
outstanding dues on state 
distribution companies 
(discoms) rose to Rs 39,498 
crore in October 2018, up 
24.7 per cent from a year-
ago levels, official data 
showed.

“If the outstanding 
dues on discoms of the 
past 60 days get added, the 
figures would rise to over 
Rs 50,000 crore,” a senior 
official of a thermal power 
company said.

In October 2017, the 
discoms’ dues to power-
producing companies 
stood at Rs 31,676 crore, 
the data available on the 
PRAAPTI (Payment Rati-
fication And Analysis in 
Power Procurement for 
Bringing Transparency in 
Invoicing of Generators) 
website showed.

T h e  w e b s i t e  w a s 
launched by the govern-
ment in May last year to 
bring transparency in pay-
ments.

D i s c o m s  o f  Ut t a r 
Pradesh (UP), Maharash-
tra, Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Delhi 
and Tamil Nadu owe the 
major portion of dues 
to the power generating 
companies and take over 
514 days or about 1 year 
and 4 months to make 
payments,  the por tal 
showed. While UP tops the 
list with 537 days in mak-
ing payments, Delhi takes 
519 days and is followed by 
Maharashtra (518 days), 

Karnataka (517 days), Ra-
jasthan (516 days), Tamil 
Nadu (515 days), Telanga-
na (514 days) and Andhra 
Pradesh (514 days).

Outstandings of pub-
lic sector thermal power 
companies amount to 
over 55 per cent of the to-
tal dues of Rs 39,498 crore 
on discoms. This includes 
outstanding of NTPC at Rs 
15,661.31 crore, NHPC at 
Rs 3,011.67 crore and Da-
modar Valley Corporation 
at Rs 1990.59 crore.

D i s c o m s  o w e  t h e 
most to Adani Power at 
Rs 6,878.94 crore, Bajaj 
Group-owned Lalitpur 
Power Generation Com-
pany Ltd at Rs 1,861 crore, 
GMR at Rs 1630.40 and 
Sembcorp Energy at Rs 
1,712.32 crore among the 
private generators.

Senior officials of ther-
mal power generation 
firms said: “Such stagger-
ing levels of unpaid bills 
have left private sector 
companies worried. While 
the issue of 30,000 MW 
stressed assets are yet to 
be resolved, this alarm-
ing level of unpaid bills 
have started impacting 
cashflows of many com-
panies.” 

Citing reports, they 
added that recently Lal-
itpur Power Generation 
Company faced issues 
in paying salaries to its 
nearly 3,000 staff and 
meeting their operations 
and maintenance require-
ments.

The officials added 
that accepting the recom-
mendations of the Cabinet 

Secretary P K Sinha-head-
ed High Level Empowered 
Committee would lead 
to resolving most of the 
issues of the power sec-
tor, particularly the bill 
discounting mechanism 
that has the potential to 
resolve the issue of unpaid 
bills forever.

The Sinha Committee 
had recommended that 
public finance institutions 
(PFIs), such as REC and 
PFC, may discount the 
receivables from discoms 
and make an upfront pay-
ment to the generators. 
Against that, the PFIs will 
realise their dues from the 
discoms in due course of 
time and charge interest 
for the period of delay in 
payment by the discoms.

In the case of a default 
by discoms, the PFIs be 
covered with a tripartite 
agreement with the Re-
serve Bank of India and 
the states, where the RBI 
can deduct the money 
directly from the accounts 
of a state and pay the fi-
nancial institution.

The officials said NTPC 
has a similar mechanism 
with the states and the 
RBI against default by a 
discom and therefore, the 
discoms and states should 
not have any issue in ac-
cepting the recommenda-
tions on the bill discount-
ing mechanism.

The government has 
constituted a Group of 
Ministers headed by Fi-
n a n c e  Mi n i s t e r  A r u n 
Jaitley to vet the recom-
mendations of the Sinha 
Committee.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): The Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) has raised a red-
flag on the spike in non-performing 
assets (NPAs) under the government’s 
flagship scheme to support micro en-
terprises in the country -- the Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana.

According to Finance Ministry 
sources, RBI has cautioned the minis-
try that the scheme might turn-out to 
be the next big source of NPAs, which 
have plagued the banking system.

The central bank has flagged that 
bad loans under PMMY have risen to 
Rs 11,000 crore.

As per the annual report of PMMY, 
2017-18, total disbursements under 
the scheme stood at Rs 2.46 trillion in 
FY 18. 

Out of this, 40 per cent were dis-
bursed to women entrepreneurs and 
33 per cent to social categories. More 
than 4.81 crore micro borrowers have 
benefited through PMMY during the 
year FY2017-18.

The PMMY was launched on April 
8, 2015. Under the scheme, banks are 
required to finance micro and small 
entrepreneurs for up to Rs 10 lakh. 
Loans can be granted under three cate-
gories - up to Rs 50,000 under ‘Shishu’; 
Rs 50,001-Rs 5 lakh under ‘Kishore’ and 
between Rs 5,00,001 and Rs 10 lakh 
under ‘Tarun’ category.

In addition, RBI’s caution comes at 

a time when the country’s financial sys-
tem in reeling under sevier stress due 
to the IL&FS crisis which continues to 
hurt banks with impairments, the most 
recent case being IndusInd Bank.

On January 9, IndusInd Bank in 
its latest quarterly earnings result 
statement without naming the IL&FS 
Group, said: “Advances granted to 
various companies and SPVs belong-
ing to a Group in the infrastructure 
sector against certain identified cash 
flows and pertaining to specific assets 
are ‘Standard’ as at December 31, 2018 
on the basis of the conduct of the ac-
counts till date.

“Since October 1, 2018, certain 

governance and management changes 
have taken place in the Group and 
measures to turn it around through a 
Resolution Plan are underway.”

The bank said it was monitoring 
the developments and implications of 
the ‘Resolution Plan’. 

“In the interim, as a prudential 
measure, the bank has made a contin-
gent provision of Rs 255 crore on these 
‘Standard’ assets during the quarter 
ended on December 31, 2018, in ad-
dition to an amount of Rs 275 crore 
made during the quarter ended on 
September 30, 2018. Total provisions 
attributable to this exposure is Rs 600 
crore,” the statement added.

Beijing, Jan. 13 (PTI): India plans to achieve electric mobil-
ity by 2030 and welcomes Chinese industries participation 
and investment in the expansion of Indian Electric Vehicles 
(EV) Market, NITI Aayog Principal Advisor Anil Srivatsava 
has said.

Srivastava, who led an industry delegation from India 
and addressed summit forum ‘Global Zero Emission and All 
Electric Vehicle’ held from January 11-13, met Chen Qingtai, 
President of China EV100, and invited China’s participation 
in India’s ambitious plans to go for full electric mobility.

“He mentioned that for India’s ambitious objective of 
achieving electric mobility by 2030, we see very substantive 
role for the Chinese EV players,” a press release from the 
Indian Embassy here said on Sunday.

China EV100, a private electric vehicle association of 
over 200 leading Chinese electric mobility industries, is 
organising the 5th China EV100 Forum in Beijing. The gov-
ernment as well as industry representatives from all over the 
world attended the event.

China is both the biggest manufacturer and the biggest 
market for cars globally. But the car sales fell in 2018 by about 
six per cent to 22.7 million units for the first time in 20 years, 
sending shock waves across the industry.

The drop is largely attributed to the continued slowdown 
of the Chinese economy, stringent measures to restrict new 
car sales to cut automobile pollution and the ongoing trade 
war with the US.

The most recent figures show that New Energy Vehicles 
(NEVs), a category which includes electric and hybrid mod-
els, has defied trend of slowdown, growing substantially over 
the past year, a recent BBC report said.

China’s NEV market made a major gain this month 
with Elon Musk, the CEO of US electric carmaker Tesla, on 
Monday laying foundation to set up USD seven billion plant 
in Shanghai. Tesla became the first to benefit from a new C 
policy allowing foreign carmakers to set up wholly-owned 
subsidiaries in China.

The new plant, Tesla’s first outside the US, is located at 
a high-end manufacturing park in the southeast harbour of 
Shanghai. It is designed with an annual capacity of five lakh 
electric cars.

In his meeting with Chen, Srivatsava said that given 
the market size of India and China together, there is huge 
cooperation potential for EV industries of both countries.

He said EV industries of both countries should have 
more interaction and proposed to establish a formal interac-
tion mechanism between an Indian EV Industry association, 
supported by NITI Aayog, and China EV100, which can meet 
periodically.

He proposed to organise an industry meet of players of 
two sides in the first half of this year in Beijing or a suitable 
venue to explore cooperation possibilities between EV In-
dustries of two countries, the release said.

“Chen mentioned that India is an important country 
for Chinese EV players and he welcomes Chinese industries 
participation and investment in Indian EV market,” it said.

Earlier, Srivastava spoke about the Indian government’s 
policy for promotion of electric mobility, current state of play 
and future roadmap.

Addressing the forum, he said EV sales were expected to 
be 30 per cent of total sales in 2030 with 25.36 million EVs 
and 59.17 million (Internal Combustion Engines) ICEs.

The total automobile sales in India were expected to 
84.53 million in 2030. 

He mentioned that India is committed to global environ-
mental commitments, and will encourage development and 
adoption of clean energy and new energy transportation.

Leading Indian auto-makers such as Maruti Suzuki, Tata, 
TVS, and industry associations such as Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) and Automotive Com-
ponent Manufacturers Association of India (ACMA) took 
part in the event.

 The Indian industry is looking for technologies related 
to DC motor, motor control systems, EV battery cells, the 
release added.
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The Silence is Eerie 
T

he banking sector in India is sinking. Huge non-
performing assets (NPA) are not the sole reason of 
the present ill-health of our banks as is popularly 
believed. There are various other factors behind 

this deterioration of health, which are largely unknown to 
the people.

Yes, NPAs are a problem as the maximum income 
a bank generates is from lending money to companies, 
businessmen and individuals for various reasons. But 
what is quite amazing is that up until a couple of years 
ago, there were no clear guidelines on who are eligible 
to get loans or who are not. Even now the guidelines are 
adequately framed. The existing guidelines are basically 
the results of knee-jerk reactions of the authorities from 
time to time after a Vijay Mallya or Nirav Modi flees the 
country without repaying the loan. No concerted effort so 
far has been made to issue clear instructions to pick the 
eligible and reject unwanted borrowers.

When NPAs started piling up, the banks started 
looking for other sources of income. The banks found a 
lucrative way to maintain its income by joining hands with 
various private insurance companies. Though they made 
their entry in Indian market earlier, the private insurance 
companies found it difficult to reach to the people and 
collect data about potential customers. It found banks as 
perfect foil to its endeavour. At the same time the banks 
found the tie-up lucrative as it was supposed to get 16-17% 
(approx) commission by selling an insurance policy to its 
customers. It would create a win-win situation for both the 
sides, or so they thought.

But the homework was not done properly. Without 
realising how neglecting loan reimbursement service 
will affect the banking sector, banks asked all its staff to 
sell insurance policies to its customers. The matter does 
not end there. Targets were set for the bank employees 
for selling of the policies, a job for which they were not 
appointed. To make the matter worse, targets are being 
set in terms of face values of the policies, not in terms of 
number of policies sold. So these days all the energy of the 
bank employees are being spent on convincing customers 
to purchase policies rather than concentrating on usual 
bank works. Coupled with reduction in jobs in this sector, 
many young bank employees have resigned from services 
because of this undue pressure. As a result, there is 
currently a huge shortage of manpower in this sector.

Shortage of manpower is preventing the banks from 
reaching defaulters. Moreover, a section of unscrupulous 
higher ups are virtually forcing the employees associated 
with loan recovery to sale insurance policies. They are 
even being instructed (verbally) to provide defaulters 
some reliefs if they are willing to take policies.

Banks tie-up with insurance sector started in 2003-04. 
Since then banking sector is slowly becoming an agent of 
insurance companies. There is nothing wrong in banks 
selling various insurance policies related to life, health, etc. 
Initially it was decided that banks would provide data of 
prospective clients to the insurance companies. But over 
the years, it is the bank employees who are being forced to 
work overtime as insurance agents. How did this happen? 
Whose interest is being served by this forced conversion? 
Usually no one is ready to answer these questions.

Mayank Aggarwal  | IANS

Amulya Ganguli   | IANS

How Real is the ‘TruModi’ Bromance?
Arun Kumar | IANS

Lord, we know that You have carried all 
our suffering and will one day turn it 

around into resurrection life. Still, there is 
so much healing that we wait and long for. 
As we wait for that morning, help us to rest 

in Your song of love in the night.

My father’s life was one of longing. He longed for 
wholeness, even as Parkinson’s disease grad-
ually crippled more and more of his mind and 
body. He longed for peace, but was tormented 

by the deep pain of depression. He longed to feel loved and 
cherished, but often felt utterly alone.

He found himself less alone when he read the words of 
Psalm 42, his favorite psalm. Like him, the psalmist knew 
a desperate longing, an unquenched thirst for healing (vv. 
1–2). Like him, the psalmist knew a sadness that felt like it 
never went away (v. 3), leaving times of pure joy merely a 
distant memory (v. 6). Like my dad, as consuming waves 
of chaos and pain swept over him (v. 7), the psalmist felt 
abandoned by God and asked, “Why?” (v. 9).

And as the words of the psalm washed over him, as-
suring him he was not alone, my father felt the beginnings 
of a quiet peace enter in alongside his pain. He heard a 
tender voice surrounding him, a voice assuring him that 
even though he had no answers, even though the waves 
still crashed over him, still he was dearly loved (v. 8).

And somehow hearing that quiet song of love in the 
night was enough. Enough for my dad to quietly cling to 
glimmers of hope, love, and joy. And enough for him to 
wait patiently for the day when all his longings would fi-
nally be satisfied (vv. 5, 11).

IANS

Time-Bound Plan Needed to Address Contaminated Water

New Law on Quotas: Is the BJP Bidding 
Goodbye to Economic Reforms? 

G
roundwater in over 25,000 hab-
itations across India is contam-
inated with excess arsenic and 
fluoride levels. To address the 

issue, a parliamentary committee has 
now asked the Union Ministry of Drink-
ing Water and Sanitation (MDWS) to de-
vise a time-bound plan to achieve the 
target of supplying clean drinking water 
to the contaminated areas.

In India, 15,811 habitations are af-
fected by arsenic and 9,660 by fluoride, 
said the central government’s Minister of 
State for Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation Ramesh Chandappa Jigajina-
gi while replying to a query in parliament 
in December 2018.

Of the 15,811 habitations affected by 
high arsenic levels, 13,577 (about 85 per-
cent) are in West Bengal (9,250) and As-
sam (4,327) alone. As far as fluoride-af-
fected habitations are concerned, of the 
9,660, Rajasthan has the most with 5,176 
habitations followed by West Bengal with 
1,263 habitations.

Last year, in March 2018, the parlia-
mentary standing committee on rural 
development expressed concern on 
arsenic and fluoride contamination in 
drinking water in many habitations and 
asked the MDWS to take steps on “war 
footing” for a solution, stating that the 
“pace of work” to address the issue is “ex-
tremely slow”, leading to more habita-
tions being affected.

In response to committee’s concerns, 
the drinking water ministry, in July 2018, 

noted that “rural drinking water is a state 
subject” and the technical and financial 
support it already provides to the states 
under the National Rural Drinking Water 
Programme (NRDWP) can be utilised for 
tackling drinking water quality problems 
with priority to arsenic and fluoride af-
fected habitations.

The parliamentary committee, led 
by All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (AIADMK) leader P. Venugopal, 
in its March 2018 report had also noted 
that “until and unless the habitations 
affected by contamination are provided 
with adequate piped water supply, the 
habitations will keep on reeling under 
the adverse effects of contamination”.

Arsenic is a carcinogenic element 
and is associated with skin, lung, blad-
der, kidney and liver cancer. Excess con-
sumption of fluorides through drinking 
water and food over a prolonged period 
can cause health related disorders like 
dental, skeletal and non-skeletal fluoro-
sis, besides inducing ageing.

According to the Bureau of Indian 
Standards in its IS 10500-2012 stand-
ards, the acceptable limit of arsenic in 
drinking water is 0.01 milligram per litre 
(permissible limit in absence of alternate 
source is 0.05 mg/l) and for fluoride is 1 
milligram per litre (permissible limit in 
absence of alternate source is 1.5 mg/l).

As per August 2016 data, a popula-
tion of about 21 million in over 23,500 
habitations were affected by arsenic and 
fluoride contaminated groundwater.

The issue of contaminated water was 
brought up once again recently by the 
parliamentary committee in its latest re-

port which was presented in the parlia-
ment on December 31, 2018.

“The committee in their recommen-
dation had specifically asked the minis-
try to ensure that all the states provide 
piped water supply to the contaminated 
habitations. In their action-taken reply, 
the ministry had informed the commit-
tee that they have advised the states to 
tackle water quality affected habitations 
in rural areas by Piped Water Supply 
(PWS) Schemes using safe water sourc-
es,” noted the latest report.

But since PWS schemes take nearly 
three to four years to commission, the 
ministry had also advised the states to 
install community water purification 
plants in identified quality-affected rural 
habitations.

The committee appreciated the steps 
taken by the drinking water ministry 
but said that “piped water supply is the 
only solution to tackle water quality is-
sues and, therefore, a time bound plan is 
needed to be put in operation to achieve 
the target to supply clean water to the 
contaminated areas.”

It reiterated that the drinking water 
ministry, “must take up the matter with 
the state governments till the piped wa-
ter supply reaches each household, ar-
rangement should be made to provide 
alternate supply of clean water by way of 
installing community water purification 
plants (CWPPs) in identified contami-
nated affected rural habitations on pri-
ority basis and also expedite the process 
of supply of piped water and apprise the 
committee in this regard”.

In March 2017, the drinking water 

ministry launched the National Water 
Quality Sub-Mission (NWQSM) under 
the NRDWP which focused on provid-
ing safe drinking water to arsenic and 
fluoride affected habitations “over a span 
of four years, subject to availability of 
funds”. The total expenditure for the sub-
mission was estimated at Rs 25,000 crore 
(Rs 250 billion) and of that, Rs 12,500 
crore (Rs 125 billion) was to be provided 
by the central government starting from 
financial year 2017-18.

A year earlier, with a focus on dealing 
with arsenic and fluoride contamina-
tion, Indian government had released 
another Rs 1,000 crores (Rs 10 billion), 
in March 2016, for commissioning of 
CWPPs and last mile connectivity of 
piped water supply schemes.

Satish Sinha, who is an associate di-
rector with Toxics Link, however, ques-
tioned the efforts of the government and 
municipalities to provide safe drink-
ing water to people. He stated that the 
government is not doing enough and it 
should be looking at available technolo-
gies to address the issue of contamina-
tion.

“I think the effort has not been ad-
equate.” said Sinha. “If you can’t make 
safe water available to people then what 
are you doing? Where is the action, plan 
or vision?” he questioned.

In arrangement with Mongabay.
com, a source for environmental news 

reporting and analysis. The views 
expressed in the article are those of 

Mongabay.com. Feedback: gopi@
mongabay.com

J
ust as Narendra Modi mocked the Congress on the 
rural employment scheme by saying that it was a 
living example -- “jeeta jagta smarak” -- of the par-
ty’s failures, the parliamentary approval of a 10 per 

cent quota for the economically weaker sections under 
the government’s aegis underlined its inadequacies on 
the economic front.

Had the economy been booming and there were 
jobs aplenty, there would have been no need for pro-
viding the crutches of reservations for another group 
in addition to the existing provisions for the scheduled 
castes (Dalits), scheduled tribes (Adivasis) and the Oth-
er Backward Castes (OBCs).

It was the perceived discontent over the absence of 
employment opportunities which made the govern-
ment identify an additional 10 per cent of the popula-
tion for affirmative action.

It may have felt that the initiative was all the more 
necessary because the popular angst over a moribund 
economy had found expression in the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s (BJP) recent electoral defeats in as many as five 
states -- Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Tel-
angana and Mizoram.

The BJP’s earlier failure to cross the halfway mark in 
Karnataka must have also been seen by the party along 
with the latest setbacks as a warning sign in the months 
before the next general election.

Moreover, the defeats in the heartland states were 
attributed to the disquiet among the middle and upper 
classes over not only the BJP’s economic policies, but its 
social stance as well in the context of its hesitancy to ef-
fectively counter the judicial relook at the law on atroci-
ties affecting the Dalits and Adivasis, which annoyed 
the middle and upper classes/castes.

The latest set of quotas, therefore, are aimed both to 
assure the new beneficiaries about jobs and education 
and to reaffirm the party’s long-established brahmin-
bania bias.

The twin objectives are unlikely to have an easy run. 
For one, by exceeding the judicial stipulation about a 50 
per cent limit on reservations by introducing the new 
quotas, the government courts the risk of running into 
legal difficulties.

For another, in its attempt to woo the middle and 
upper castes, the BJP may open the gates for the quota 
warriors to create mayhem with various demands. Al-
ready, an OBC leader has called for doubling the quota 
for his community from 27 per cent to 54 to bring it 
closer to his estimate of the actual number of OBCs in 
the country.

For a third, the BJP’s pro-upper caste tilt can alien-
ate the Dalits, Adivasis and the OBCs to the electoral 
advantage of the party’s opponents, especially in the 
Hindi heartland.

At the same time, the few “forwards” in these parties 
of the backward castes can move towards the BJP, com-
pounding the confusion created by the reappearance of 
the caste-based “Mandal politics” of the 1990s.

But how will this divisive brand of caste mobilisation 
play out in the new era of economic aspirations? In the 
1990s, the promise of assured jobs was deemed enough 
for the caste-based outfits to reap electoral benefits, 
sidelining the Congress and compelling the BJP to turn 
to the temple issue to keep its Hindu flock together.

But, now, the provision of quotas will mean little in 
the absence of jobs, as Union Minister for Road Trans-
port and Highways Nitin Gadkari recently told the Mar-
athis demanding reservations.

The BJP will have to contend, therefore, not only 
with the legal hurdle relating to the quantum of quotas, 

but also the charge of making promises in a vacuum, as 
it were, since the expectations of the unemployed are 
unlikely to be fulfilled.

But these are not the only criticisms which it will 
face. No less strident, especially among the middle and 
upper classes, will be the charge that the BJP is turning 
its back on the economic reforms unlike the period im-
mediately before the last general election and for a few 
years afterwards when it was seen to be in the forefront 
of the private sector-led rejuvenation of the economy.

Now that Union Minister for Food and Public Dis-
tribution Ram Vilas Paswan has called for bringing the 
private sector within the ambit of the quota system, the 
feeling may grow that the BJP will have no option but to 
follow this regressive advice since the government and 
the public sector will not be able to provide enough jobs 
for the needy.

Since the Congress, too, had called for reservations 
in the private sector in 2003 and has not formally dis-
sociated itself from the party’s 1955 pledge to usher in 
a “socialistic pattern of society”, it can be assumed that 
the Indian political class will not hesitate to move back-
wards towards a licence-permit-control raj.

The fact that the new law on quotas was passed al-
most unanimously in the two House of Parliament with 
only a few courageous MPs showing that they still live 
in the 21st century is evidence that the political class 
across the spectrum not only believes in a controlled 
economy, but also has no time for meritocracy.

To them, all that matters is cynically favouring their 
respective caste- and community-based vote banks 
through quotas and the strangulation of a free market 
since investments will dry up in such a society.

Amulya Ganguli is a political analyst. The views 
expressed are personal. He can be reached at 

amulyaganguli@gmail.com

DAILY
PATH

A Song in the Night

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 42:1-11       
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

If we hope for what we do not yet have,  
we wait for it patiently.

~  Romans 8:25

Book: Open Embrace: India-US ties in the Age of Modi 
and Trump; Author: Varghese K. George; Publisher: 

Penguin Random House India; Price: Rs 599.

D
onald Trump’s “America First” politics with 
its anti-Islamism focus and Narendra Modi’s 
nationalist agenda forged by the so-called 
“Hindutva Strategic Doctrine” make the two 

so dissimilar world leaders “natural allies”.
That’s the premise on which Varghese George, US 

correspondent for The Hindu, has tailored his book to 
suggest that the Modi-Trump brand of politics would 
likely continue to shape India and America and their 
relations long after they have gone.

Like a lawyer’s brief, he has marshaled arguments 
with painstaking research to back his theory. But in the 
absence of counter-arguments, it often seems a stretch.

For instance, Trump, he suggests, has sought to 
make a critical change to the racial politics of America, 
somewhat like what Modi has done to caste politics in 
India. And both are also clear about a “global civiliza-
tional alliance”.

While previous Indian Prime Ministers, including 
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
sought to package changes in Indian foreign policy di-
rections as improvements, both Modi and Trump keep 
projecting themselves as changers even when nothing 
changes.

But unlike Trump, who has spawned “resistance” at 
home, this prospect of change seen in Modi’s speech to 
Congress about US and India overcoming “hesitations 
of history” has united lovers and haters of Obama and 
Trump in fractious Washington in admiring Modi.

If the Modi-Obama hugs fostered a joint strategic vi-
sion to challenge China in the Indo-Pacific and the In-

dian Ocean region, his bonhomie with Trump was seen 
in America as an “open embrace” for resisting “China 
and setting the global agenda”, says George.

But unlike “greenhorn” Trump, who has no ideologi-
cal moorings, Modi’s world view must be influenced by 
what George calls a Hindutva Strategic Doctrine.

This doctrine, according to George, imagines India 
to be a natural homeland of all Hindus with refugees 
from other religions seen as “infiltrators”. Trump too has 
sought to make a similar distinction between Christian 
and Muslim refugees seeking asylum in the US.

While US-India relations have been on an upward 
trajectory since the lifting of post-nuclear test sanc-
tions, George suggests Trump and Modi are likely to 
build a relationship that will bring India and America 
too close for comfort.

The author also makes a vary valid point that the 
charge of a Russian hand in getting Trump elected has 
not only undermined his authority, but an anti-Russian 
hysteria, fueled by the mainstream media, has also 
gripped the American traditional strategic community.

Trump and the American establishment undermine 
each other on relations with Russia and Iran, cumulative-
ly weakening America’s position in Afghanistan as well, 
he suggests. This has also affected India-US relations.

Interestingly, George recalls how after touring across 
the US, he and another Indian journalist chose to go to 
the Trump election headquarters on election day when 
pollsters, pundits and the press were predicting a Hil-
lary Clinton win.

Apparently, sometimes it takes an outsider to see 
clearly.

Arun Kumar was till recently the Washington 
correspondent of IANS. He can be contacted at arun.

kumar558n@gmail.com



Neoplasms refer to cancer. Credit: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) Seattle; University of 
Washington, 2017.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Various personal is-
sues might be on your mind today, Aries. You 
could want to work them all out without dis-
tractions, so you may decide to spend part of 

the day alone. Responsibilities from the outside world 
might make it impossible for you to take as much time as 
you’d like. Don’t let it get to you. Work out the matters that 
seem most pressing and save the rest for later.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You could be ex-
pecting an important letter, call, or email to-
day, Taurus, and sit on the edge of your chair 
waiting for it. This might be from a friend or 

lover. It could be delayed, and this might get you flus-
tered. Distract yourself and do something else while 
you wait. If you make good use of the hours, the time 
will fly by.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Unfounded worries 
about money could plague you today, Gemini. 
Someone close may have given you some incor-
rect information, perhaps about your financial 

situation, but more likely regarding trends in the econo-
my that could affect your finances. Don’t waste time wor-
rying. Check out the facts before driving yourself crazy. 
You will probably find that you’ve been misinformed.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You don’t worry 
too much, Cancer, but today might be differ-
ent. Insecurity may arise about a partnership. 
This might be a current or potential romantic 

relationship. Perhaps there has been little if any commu-
nication between you and your insecurity is coming to the 
forefront. Don’t let fear or shyness keep you from meeting 
this person halfway. Your insecurities are probably un-
founded.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Worries about health 
and work might be on your mind today, Leo. 
You could be stressed out over whatever you’re 
doing, and this might have you feeling less ener-

getic than usual. It’s a good idea to work a little to lessen the 
stress in your life. This feeling is going to pass whatever you 
do. Try to rest a little and have some fun in spite of the stress.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you may want 
to set aside some time to spend with close 
friends or a love partner, Virgo. Other responsi-
bilities could have you on your own, taking care 

of errands and other important matters. You may have the 
feeling of being lonely in a crowd. Don’t waste time feeling 
sorry for yourself. Take care of business and get back to 
your loved ones.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you might 
concentrate on projects. These could be relat-
ed to your personal relationships. Whatever the 
nature of your tasks, Libra, don’t be surprised if 

you find them confusing. You might be tempted to chuck 
it all and go out, but this isn’t a good idea. Better to try to 
make sense of the confusion than put it off. It won’t get 
any better with time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Scorpio, making 
or receiving an important letter or call regard-
ing money might be on your agenda today, but 
circumstances beyond your control could de-

lay it. This could prove frustrating. Take care of whatever 
you have to do. Distract yourself if you have to sit and wait. 
Nothing is worth stressing over. The call will come in time, 
so just relax.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Worries 
about money might plague you today, Sagit-
tarius. They might have little, if any, basis in fact, 
as you’re probably fretting over possibilities that 

aren’t likely to ever manifest. A little caution with regard to 
budgeting and spending today certainly won’t hurt you. 
It’s best to be objective and see the situation as it really is. 
Otherwise, you could make yourself crazy over nothing.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you could 
look in the mirror and be appalled by what you 
see, activating your insecurity about the way you 
look. This could send you looking for various 

treatments. Go ahead if you want, Capricorn, but your impres-
sions are clouded right now and you probably look far better 
than you think. If you get together with a love partner, this per-
son’s reaction should give you the reassurance you need.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Artistic or spiri-
tual inspiration could come your way today, 
Aquarius, although it might be muddled and 
you could be perplexed about how to deal with 

it. Don’t try to force the issue. Write down your ideas and 
return to them later. Someone close might feel unwell, and 
you may want to spend some time with him or her. This 
might take some effort, but it won’t go unappreciated.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you may 
spend some time by yourself working on your 
own projects, Pisces. The desire to spend time 
alone with a special someone may also inter-

fere with plans you’ve already made to attend a social 
gathering or event involving a lot of people. You won’t 
want to give up either, so you might try to find a compro-
mise of some kind. Think about it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Sri Krishna | thewire.in

The Wire Analysis

Why Everyone Around You Seems to Be Getting Cancer

One Year After Judges’ Press Conference, SC Still Fails the Transparency Test
The issue then was not whether the CJI has the power to constitute benches of such strength or composition, which he deems proper. The point 
the four judges made was that the power must be exercised rationally. Today, it is not clear if the Supreme Court passes this rationality test.

We – as a species – are paying 
the price of living longer.

“I think it’s the pollution, and all your 
Western food like pizza and burgers,” my 
uncle speculated, without waiting for me 

to answer. He’d just asked me why everyone 
around him was getting cancer these days. 
“Are you guys getting any closer to a cure?”

I don’t blame him. His sister – my amma 
–  had just finished her last round of chemo-
therapy. This was his chance to ask these 
questions.

Growing up in India, we were all taught 
about infectious diseases like malaria and 
dengue in school, and everyone knew about 
heart attacks. Cancer was an obscure disease 
that affected few. This was only understand-
able.

In the early 1990s, we had bigger things 
to worry about: communicable diseases like 
polio were the major cause of death. India’s 
public health policies were rightly focused on 
these threats. In college, I remember an occa-
sional relative or family acquaintance would 
be diagnosed with cancer. But in the last dec-
ade, it seemed like more and more people 
were getting cancer. Then, one day last, year 
I received the devastating news that my mom 
had ovarian cancer.

When I visited her, I was flooded with 
questions from friends and family (I’m a re-
searcher at the US National Cancer Institute). 
My uncle wasn’t alone. I was also struck by 
how similar the situation is in the US, where 
just about everyone knows someone close to 
them battling the disease.

So is this true? Are more cancer cases be-
ing diagnosed in India today than before? Or 
is it just the result of better diagnostics and af-
fordability?

A useful starting point is to compare can-
cer rates in a developing country like India 
and with those in a high-income country like 

the US. In 2015, researchers estimated that 1 
in every 3 individuals in the US would be diag-
nosed with cancer during their lifetime. This 
rate is much lower in India: we get a million 
cases a year from a population of 1.2 billion.

However, look at the data between 1990 
and 2016 and then compare the two coun-
tries. You will see that cancer has jumped 
three spots up on the list of causes of death in 
India but hasn’t budged in the US list. So our 
intuitions are in a sense true: the incidence of 
cancer does seem to be increasing in India.

But of course this is not the full picture. 
Western food, like my uncle claims, is not the 
major reason we are witnessing rising can-
cer cases and deaths. In fact, India has more 
cancers caused by lifestyle choices such as 
smoking than those due to the consumption 
of red meat. Understanding why needs us to 
acknowledge cancer’s inexorable link with life 
expectancy.

Cancer is, fundamentally, a disease of 
genetic wear and tear. Over our lifetime, the 
cells in our body’s organs and tissues are con-
stantly replenished. This is possible because 
the cells repeatedly divide, making copies of 
themselves – including their DNA. Each time 
a cell divides and replicates its DNA, there is a 
chance that it will make a genetic typo, incor-
porating the wrong DNA-base at some point 
in the sequence. This typo is called a mutation.

Most often, these mutations are harm-
less and are kept in check by various biologi-
cal mechanisms. But sometimes, a mutation 
might cause cells to divide uncontrollably 
and never die. These cells become cancer 
cells. Uncontrollable division of cancer cells 
is a major threat to our organs.; It can appro-
priate all the resources available to the organ, 
interrupt its normal function and cause it to 
fail, and spread to other parts of the body. It is 
the tragic irony of cancer that the selfish can-
cer cell prefers its immortality over that of the 
organism.

The longer an organism lives, the more its 
genetic wear and tear, and higher the chance 
that there are cancerous mutations in some 

of our cells. Together with the sheer number 
of cells in our body (~37 trillion), it’s only ex-
pected that the probability of cancer increas-
es dramatically with age. This isn’t a radical 
or even new idea; we’ve known this since the 
1950s. However, we’re only seeing the effect of 
this in India now.

Between 1990 and 2016, India’s average 
life expectancy went up dramatically, from 
the late-50s to the mid-70s, and it’s only been 
rising. This is mostly due to major efforts to 
decrease deaths due to infectious diseases, 
better neonatal care, better health and sanita-
tion, and immensely successful vaccination 
campaigns like that against polio. And this in-
crease in average lifespan is the major reason 
we’re seeing more cancer cases in the devel-
oping world. In essence, we – as a species – are 
paying the price of living longer.

So unless India starts investing heavily in 
cancer research and treatment now, we’ll con-
tinue to see cancer incidence rise in the next 
decade. And this trend will continue until fur-
ther developments in cancer diagnosis and 
treatment.

If we don’t want to incur a giant bill (liter-
ally and figuratively) in the future, we need to 
use the chance we have to get ahead of the 
cancer curve. Cancer incidence has plateaued 
in the West, and the number of people who 
have survive their cancers has gone up almost 
20% in the last 25 years. This is mainly due to 
major advances in the way cancer is detected 
and treated.

If India also proactively invests in such 
cancer treatments (like China currently is), up 
our vaccination rates for preventable cancers 
like HPV (something we’re woefully behind 
on) and invest in early cancer detection, we 
can save numerous lives in the coming dec-
ade. India can also save billions of taxpayer 
rupees this way, since cancer treatments is 
only getting more expensive by the day.

My amma ended up having stage 1 ovar-
ian cancer – which is quite rare but treatable 
because it was caught early. After surgery and 
chemotherapy, she’s been cancer-free for over 

a year now. We were able to afford private 
healthcare, a luxury many in India cannot. My 
hope is that India’s health and welfare minis-
try, and our scientists, will take the mantle to 
counter India’s rising cancer burden in the 
next few years. The time to act is now.

Sri Krishna is a Research Fellow at the Center 
for Surgery, National Cancer Institute, USA, 

and tweets at @tellkrish. The views expressed 
are his own and do not necessarily represent 
the views of the National Institutes of Health 

or the United States Government.

O
ne year after the historic press conference by the 
four judges of the Supreme Court, it is natural to 
ask if their unprecedented step has had the de-
sired effect on its decision-making.

The participants in the dramatic protest – Justices J. 
Chelameswar, Madan B. Lokur, Kurian Joseph and Ranjan 
Gogoi, now the Chief Justice of India – are still reticent to 
talk about the exact trigger for their presser. Yet it is possi-
ble to piece together the preceding events in the court, and 
the suppressed disappointment they produced – which 
ultimately found expression in their dramatic public state-
ment.

Once the genie was out of the bottle, many thought the 
court would be stuck in a permanent crisis. Instead the ge-
nie was put back into the bottle – and what appeared to be 
a crisis blew over, thanks to the strength of the institution.

The participants in the dramatic event soon contained 
their differences, so that their ‘rebellion’ would not affect 
the day-to-day functioning of the court. They sought to 
present a calm face to everyday litigants, as if nothing seri-
ous had happened on January 12, 2018.

In that respect, the press conference was a kind of a 
safety-valve, which helped to discharge the serious effects 
of dissent within the institution. More than anything else, 
it provided an opportunity to focus on the process of deci-
sion-making within the court, which has remained hidden 
from public scrutiny all along.

Having said that, we still need a balance-sheet of what 
has changed and what hasn’t, if only to understand better 
the significance of the presser, in retrospect.

First and foremost, the four judges reminded the then 
Chief Justice, Dipak Misra, that members of any multi-
numbered judicial body including the Supreme Court 
would not arrogate to themselves the authority to deal 
with and pronounce upon matters which ought to be 
heard by appropriate Benches, both composition-wise and 
strength-wise, with due regard to the roster fixed.

They told the CJI that the convention of recognising the 
privilege of the Chief Justice to form the roster and assign 
cases to different members/benches of the court is a con-
vention devised for a disciplined and efficient transaction 
of business of the court, but not a recognition of any supe-
rior authority, legal or factual, of the Chief Justice over his 
colleagues.  “It is too well-settled in jurisprudence that the 
CJ is only the first among equals – nothing more or nothing 
less”, they wrote in their letter to the CJI, which they shared 

with the media.
The judges also referred to instances – without speci-

fying what exactly these were –  where cases having “far-
reaching consequences for the nation and the institution” 
had been assigned by the CJI selectively to benches “of 
their preference” without any rational basis for such as-
signment.  “This must be guarded against at all costs”.

These are observations which required further elabora-
tion, without which they would remain hollow. Which were 
these cases having “far-reaching consequences for the na-
tion and the institution”? Who was the “their” whose “pref-
erence” was leading essentially to bench fixing? One year 
later, the answers remain unclear to both the judges and 
the ordinary public.

What the “rational basis” for the CJI assigning such cas-
es to different benches as the master of the roster should 
be, without him inviting the charge of bias also remained 
unarticulated by the four judges. Had they done so, it could 
have taken their extraordinary intervention to logical con-
clusion, by sharing the results of their brainstorming with 
civil society. Unfortunately, they didn’t. Not even by the 
three of them, after their retirement.

Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, who now has the opportu-
nity to do so, also maintains a mysterious silence over the 
need to bring about the necessary reform on paper so that 
institutional remedies are in place – to avoid a repetition 
of the unpleasant events which tarnished his predecessor’s 
tenure.

Shanti Bhushan case
The Supreme Court lost an excellent opportunity to lay 
down such principles and norms to reform the exercise 
of powers by the CJI as the master of the roster in Shanti 
Bhushan v Supreme Court of India Through its Registrar 
and Another.  In this case, Shanti Bhushan, the former 
Union law minister and a senior advocate of the Supreme 
Court, wanted the Court to clarify the administrative au-
thority of the CJI as the master of the roster and lay down 
the procedure and principles to be followed in preparing 
the roster for allocation of cases.

In particular, he sought directions to read the expres-
sion, ‘Chief Justice of India’ as the collegium of five senior-
most judges of the Supreme Court, so that the power to 
allocate cases among the judges, and constitute different 
benches of the Supreme Court does not remain vested in a 
single person, that is, the CJI.

Shanti Bhushan’s plea made sense in the context of the 
Supreme Court’s constitution bench ruling in the case of 
the turf war between the Delhi government and the Centre 

(Government of NCT of Delhi v Union of India) that in a 
true democracy, power shall not remain vested in a single 
person.

However, in their judgment in the Shanti Bhushan 
case, Justices A.K. Sikri and Ashok Bhushan expressed their 
unease with his plea, merely calling it impractical.

“In case the expression ‘Chief Justice’ is to be interpret-
ed as ‘Collegium’, it would be difficult to have smooth day 
to day functioning of the Supreme Court, or for that mat-
ter, the high courts…meeting of collegium for the purpose 
of assigning the cases to a particular bench on daily basis 
is clearly impracticable”, Justice Sikri observed in his judg-
ment.

Bhushan had brought to the notice of the bench that 
the Handbook on Practice and Office Procedure, pub-
lished by the Supreme Court – which contains provisions 
in Chapter XI conferring special power on the CJI to issue 
directions for listing of “important and sensitive cases” 
as also in fresh cases – is wholly outside the ambit of the 
constitutional scheme and the Supreme Court rules.  “It is 
void ab initio, and cannot be interpreted to confer any such 
power on the Chief Justice when the powers are conferred 
on the Supreme Court under the constitution”, Bhushan 
had explained in his submission. The Sikri-Ashok Bhushan 
bench, however, ignored this submission, thus leaving the 
point unaddressed.

Ayodhya case as illustration
Unfortunately, the same lack of clarity on the hows and 
whys of benches is evident even today.

Take for instance, the recent order passed by the five-
judge bench of the Court, while hearing the Ayodhya title 
dispute on January 10, and which had to be adjourned due 
to Justice Uday Umesh Lalit, a member of the bench, recus-
ing in view of his appearance as a counsel in a connected 
matter in 1997.

Senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan drew the attention of 
the bench to certain speculations as to why the matter was 
fixed for hearing before a bench of five judges, though the 
three Judges bench on September 27 last year had express-
ly directed that the matter be listed before a three Judges 
bench.

In response, the CJI said in his order:
“The decision to post the matter before a Five Judges 

Bench had been taken by the Hon’ble Chief Justice on the 
administrative side in exercise of his powers under Order 
VI rule 1 of the Supreme Court rules, 2013 which man-
dates that “every cause, appeal or matter shall be heard by 
a Bench consisting of not less than two Judges nominated 

by the Chief Justice”.  Order VI rule 1 of the Supreme Court 
Rules, 2013 prescribes the minimum numerical strength 
of the Bench and it is always open for the Hon’ble Chief 
Justice to decide, having regard to the various relevant 
facts and circumstances, which cannot be exhaustively 
laid down, to constitute Benches of such strength that the 
Hon’ble the Chief Justice deems it proper. This is how the 
present bench of five Judges has been constituted which 
is, in no way, contrary to what has been laid down by the 
Three Judges Bench in the aforesaid judgment and order 
dated 27th September, 2018”.   (emphasis added)

No one suggests that all the relevant facts and circum-
stances which justify the setting up of a five-judges bench 
must be exhaustively laid down by the court. But one is en-
titled to ask what the “relevant facts and circumstances” in 
this case were, which justified the CJI’s exercise of his ad-
ministrative power to set up a five judge bench to hear the 
matter, contrary to the previous decision of a three-Judge 
bench.  Chief Justice Gogoi may well have a valid reason, 
but it is not clear why he should feel shy of disclosing it.

It is clear that once reconstituted, the five judges bench 
would be at liberty to examine any question afresh, even if 
a three-judge bench had decided it earlier. Therefore, the 
failure of the bench to explain adequately the constitution 
of the five judge bench to hear the matter may appear as an 
infirmity, especially when it is understood that the admin-
istrative powers of a chief justice cannot overrule a judicial 
order.

By convention, a bench of five judges is constituted to 
hear a matter only when a case involves a substantial ques-
tion of law as to the interpretation of the constitution or for 
the purpose of hearing any reference under Article 145(3).  
Merely citing the rule, without any reference to the sub-
stantial question of law involved, does not make the deci-
sion to constitute a bench of five judges any more rational.

Besides, the argument that a rule is subservient to a 
constitutional provision has not been rebutted in the Janu-
ary 10 order, if they are considered to be in conflict. How 
this anomaly will be resolved in the next hearing of the 
Ayodhya case will be watched with interest.

The issue in January 2018 and now is not whether the 
CJI, as the master of the roster, has the power to constitute 
benches of such strength or composition, which he deems 
proper.  The point the four judges made then was that such 
power ought to be exercised rationally.

Whether CJI Ranjan Gogoi’s reasoning in the Ayod-
hya matter passes the rational test – laid down by the four 
judges, including himself, exactly one year ago – is a moot 
question.
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Senior Congress leader and party general secretary Ghulam Nabi Azad addresses as UP Congress chief Raj 
Babbar looks on during a press conference, in Lucknow on Sunday.

PTI

An injured civilian arrives for treatment, at SMHS hospital in Srinagar on Sunday.
PTI

CBI row: Congress seeks 
immediate removal of central 
vigilance commissioner 

Govt. to construct 44 ‘strategically 
important’ roads along India-China border

Rashtriya Bajrang Dal protests 
against Rohingya, Bangladeshi 
immigrants in Jammu

Dozen injured during clashes at Al-Badr terrorist’s funeral

Opposition alliance opportunist, for their own existence — Modi

Cong. to contest all UP seats but doors open for secular parties

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI): 
Amid a row over the ouster 
of CBI director Alok Verma, 
Congress Sunday sought 
“immediate removal” of 
the chief vigilance commis-
sioner, alleging the govern-
ment had made him act 
like a “puppet” to “escape a 
probe” into the Rafale deal.

There was no immedi-
ate reaction from the Cen-
tral Vigilance Commission 
or the government on the 
charge.

“We seek the removal, 
the departure, the exit of the 
collaborator for violating 
the Constitution -- the CVC 
(chief vigilance commis-
sioner). He must go. It is ir-
relevant whether he resigns 
or is sacked, but he must 
go,” Congress spokesperson 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said 
at a press conference at the 
AICC headquarters here.

The Congress alleged 
that CVC K V Chowdary is 
being made to “act like a 
puppet” to avoid any probe 
into the Rafale case.

“Till now, we have been 
told that only the CBI was 
the ‘caged parrot’ but we are 
now seeing a new ‘vigilant’ 
slave of the government, a 
collaborator for violating the 
constitution of the Central 
Vigilance Commission,” the 
Congress spokesperson al-
leged, taking a swipe at the 
Modi government.

Verma was Thursday 
removed unceremoniously 
as the CBI director after a 
high-powered panel led by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi found that he had not 
been functioning with integ-
rity expected of him.

“The CVC has been act-
ing like an ambassador for 
Asthana (CBI Special Direc-
tor Rakesh Asthana), lobby-
ing for Asthana, and acting 

as an agent and messenger 
for the government, to do 
their hatchet jobs,” Singhvi 
alleged.

The vigilance commis-
sioner has forgotten that he 
is supposed to do vigilance 
for public interest, and not 
be a “vigilant puppet in the 
hands of political masters”, 
he said.

The senior Congress 
leader said, he was putting 
forth the views of his party, 
based on “objectives facts” 
that has emerged in the 
press in connection with the 
CBI controversy.

These facts are in the 
public domain and “viable”, 
he said, claiming these “can’t 
be denied nor have been 
denied”.

“The data and facts in 
writing demand an imme-
diate action and that action 
must start with the removal 
and sacking of the CVC. The 
sequence of events indicate 
that the CVC acted like a 
hatchet man of the govern-
ment,” Singhvi alleged.

Now, the question arises 
as to why the commissioner 
acted like this and “at whose 
behest” he was doing it, he 
asked.

“The answer is self-ev-
ident, and none except the 
top two people in this coun-
try, who rule this country 
dictatorially, can claim the 
power to treat and make the 
CVC act like a puppet. These 
master puppeteers can be 
doing this to hide some-
thing, to hide something like 
Rafale,” Singhvi alleged.

The government has re-
peatedly denied all charges 
levelled by the Congress in 
connection with the Rafale 
deal.

“Only Rafale (issue) can 
make them try to make the 
CVC act like a puppet,” he 

alleged.
Singhvi on Saturday had 

alleged that the government 
stood exposed after Justice 
(retired) A K Patnaik claimed 
that he had not seen the 
commission’s recommenda-
tions against Verma and not 
accorded his assent.

He said the selection 
committee removed Verma 
based on Asthana’s charges, 
whose plea to quash the FIR 
against him was dismissed 
by the Delhi High Court. 

The senior Congress 
leader Sunday claimed that 
one of the “objective facts” 
that has emerged in public 
domain is that “Verma had 
written in great details that 
the CVC was backing en-
tirely for Asthana”.

The CVC has forgotten 
that he has to be “vigilant 
for public interest, for the 
nation and not for Asthana 
or his masters”, Singhvi said.

“It is clear that to escape 
any probe into the Rafale 
case, they made the CVC 
into a puppet (Rafale ke 
jaanch se bachne ke liye 
chowkidar ne CVC ko kath-
putli bana diya),” he alleged.

He said if the prime 
minister or his government 
has even an “iota of shame” 
left, then the CVC should be 
sacked, removed or tender 
his resignation.

“In Ramlila Maidan 
(event), Modi spoke about 
lofty ideas and truthfulness. 
Maryada Puroshottam Ram 
is a symbol of truthfulness. 
If Modi doesn’t remove the 
CVC, his complete truth and 
lie will come in front of the 
public,” he said.

Singhvi alleged that the 
shoulder of the CVC was 
“first lent by the CVC, hap-
pily and willingly, and then 
used by the government to 
fire bullets.”

Lucknow, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Snubbed by the SP and BSP 
who have joined hands in 
Uttar Pradesh, the Congress 
on Sunday said it will contest 
all the 80 Lok Sabha seats in 
the state but insisted that its 
doors were open for secular 
parties willing to defeat the 
BJP.

A day after arch rivals 
Samajwadi Party (SP) and 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
announced an alliance, 
Congress General Secretary 
Ghulam Nabi Azad said his 
party not being a part of the 
alliance was a blessing in 
disguise as it will get to con-
test all the seats in the state.

“Our party is rather 
happy... Had there been an 
alliance we would have to 
be contend with 25-30 seats. 
But now we will be contest-
ing in all the seats. We are all 
prepared and will contest in 
all the 80 seats,” Azad told 
the media here. 

“We are ready to contest 
all the 80 seats but if there 
are any secular party or par-
ties whom we find compe-
tent to join us in our fight 
against the BJP, we are ready 
to accommodate them. We 
welcome such party or par-
ties and we will agree for seat 
sharing,” he said. 

Talking about the SP-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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BSP dumping the Congress, 
Azad said: “The Congress 
is the only party that can 
uproot the Modi govern-
ment and defeat the BJP. We 
wanted all secular parties to 
join our fight against the BJP.

“But if someone does 
not want to walk with us, it 
is their choice, we cannot do 
anything,” he said. 

On the SP-BSP combine 
leaving out Amethi and Rae 

Bareli -- constituencies held 
by Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi and UPA Chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi respec-
tively -- Azad said that both 
the parties earlier too did not 
contest on the two seats. 

“This is not a fight for 
a state, the fight is for Par-
liament,” said Azad, while 
remaining evasive about a 
post-poll alliance. 

The Congress leader 

spoke after a meeting at the 
party’s state headquarters 
here. 

“We had earlier also said 
that we are ready to walk 
with every party that wants 
to defeat the BJP. But we can’t 
force anyone. They have (SP-
BSP) closed this chapter, so 
we will continue this fight to 
defeat the BJP on our own,” 
he said. 

“For the last 3-4 years 

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI):  The gov-
ernment will construct 44?strategic 
roads along the border with China 
and over 2100 km of axial and lat-
eral roads in Punjab and Rajasthan, 
abutting Pakistan, a CPWD docu-
ment shows

According to an annual report 
(2018-19) prepared, and released 
earlier this month by the Central 
Public Works Department, the 
agency has been asked to construct 
44 “strategically important” roads 
along the India-China border to 
ensure quick mobilisation of troops 
in case of a conflict

The nearly 4000-km-long Line 
of Actual Control between India 

and China touches areas from 
Jammu and Kashmir to Arunachal 
Pradesh 

The report comes at a time 
China is giving a priority to projects 
along its India borders. Last year, 
Indian and Chinese troops en-
gaged in a face-off at the Doklam 
tri-junction after the neighbouring 
country had begun building road 
in the area? 

The standoff ended on August 
28 following a mutual agreement 
under which China stopped the 
construction of the road and India 
withdrew its troops

The report stated that these 44 
strategically road along the India-

China border will be constructed 
at a cost of nearly INR 21,000 crore

“The CPWD has been entrusted 
with construction of 44 strategically 
important roads along the Indo-
China Border spanning 5 states 
of J&K, Himachal Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal 
Pradesh,” the report stated

“The total Cost of work as per 
DPRs (Detailed Project Reports) 
is Rs 21,040 crores (approx.),” the 
report stated 

It said the process of approval 
of DPRs by the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security (CCS), headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is 
underway

Jammu, Jan. 13 (PTI): Activists of right-wing group, Rashtriya 
Bajrang Dal (RBD), on Sunday staged a demonstration here 
against illegal Rohingya and Bangladeshi immigrants and 
gave Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik a week’s 
ultimatum to deport them.

The protesters, some of whom wielded tridents, plac-
ards and the national flag, assembled outside a mall along 
Narwal bypass, not far from where a settlement of Rohingya 
Muslims is located.

They raised slogans in support of their demand for evic-
tion of the illegal immigrants and later dispersed peacefully.

RBD state president Rakesh Bajrangi said the protest 
should serve as a “warning” to the governor-led adminis-
tration.

He claimed the presence of Rohingyas and Bangladeshi 
nationals in the state posed a threat to national security.

The RBD has given the governor a week’s time to take 
measures for the early deportation of the Rohingyas and 
Bangladeshi nationals. If the government fails to fulfil the 
demand, there will be a bigger agitation involving local 
residents, he added.

Bajrangi claimed these illegal immigrants were involved 
in criminal activities like drug peddling and posed a threat 
to the region’s culture.

Srinagar, Jan. 13 (PTI):  Around a dozen 
persons were injured allegedly in security 
forces’ action on protestors during clashes 
in Shopian district of Jammu and Kashmir 
on Sunday, police said.

Clashes erupted between groups of 
youth and security forces in Sugan village of 
south Kashmir’s Shopian district amid mul-
tiple funeral prayers for Al-Badr commander 
Zeenat-ul-Islam who was killed in an en-
counter in Saturday, a police official said.

Sugan is Islam’s native village.
Clashes erupted soon after the forces 

tried to chase away the people from assem-
bling in the village, the official said.

He said at least a dozen persons were 
injured in the forces’ action.

The injured were taken to nearby hospi-
tal, wherefrom four of them were referred to 
SMHS hospital here, the official said.

A woman also suffered injuries when she 
was allegedly hit by a security forces’ vehicle 
during the clashes, the official said, adding 
she has been hospitalised.

Islam and his associate terrorist Shakeel 
Ahmad Dar were killed in an encounter 
with security forces in Katpora area of the 
neighbouring Kulgam district on Saturday.

Meanwhile, former Jammu and Kashmir 

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS):  Call-
ing the opposition alliance 
“opportunist”, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday ac-
cused the parties coming to-
gether ahead of the Lok Sabha 
polls of practicing negative poli-
tics for their own existence and 
said the BJP was not in politics 
for “divide and rule” or building 
vote banks.

The Prime Minister’s at-
tack come during his inter-
action with booth level BJP 
workers from Mayiladuthurai, 
Perambalur, Sivaganga, The-
ni and Virudhunagar in Tamil 
Nadu through video conference.

“Unlike other parties, we 
are not in politics for divide and 
rule or building vote banks. We 
are here to serve the country in 
every possible way. The upcom-
ing polls are very important for 
BJP and the country,” he said.

“On one hand, we have our 
development agenda and the vi-
sion of ‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’ 
while on the other hand there 
are opportunist alliances and 

we have been talking about 
secular parties joining hands 
against the BJP. Some of 
them like N. Chandrababu 
Naidu’s TDP (Telugu Desam 
Party) has come on its own. 
So whether we are talking 
with some parties for an 
alliance or not, that is not 
something to be informed 
in a press conference,” said 
Azad, on being asked if the 
Congress was in talks with 
other parties for stictching 
a grand alliance in the Lok 
Sabha polls. 

The Congress also re-
fused to comment on the 
Prime Ministerial face, say-
ing the battle was first about 
defeating the BJP. 

On Saturday, the BSP 
and SP, burying a quarter 
century of animosity, an-
nounced they will fight the 
Lok Sabha polls jointly in Ut-
tar Pradesh -- 38 seats each. 
Apart from Amethi and Rae 
Bareli, they are expected to 
accommodate the RLD in 
two seats in western Uttar 
Pradesh.

In 2014, the BJP swept 
71 of the 80 seats while an 
ally won two more seats. 
The Congress won only from 
Amethi and Rae Bareli while 
the BSP drew a blank. The 
Samajwadi Party got five 
seats.

Wanted naxalite 
killed in encounter in 
J’khand
Ranchi, Jan 13 (PTI): A wanted nax-
alite, carrying a reward of INR 10 
lakh, was killed by security forces 
in an encounter in Jharkhand’s 
Dumka district on Sunday, officials 
said. Shahdev Rai alias Talada was 
killed in an encounter in the jungles 
of Shikaripara in Dumka, they said. 
“The killed Maoist was wanted and 
carried a reward of Rs 10 lakh,” a 
senior Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) 
officer said.  Rai was in killed in an 
operation by the SSB’s 35th battal-
ion and Jharkhand Police.

C’garh: Four arrested 
for duping people 
under pretext of PMAY
Raigarh (Chhattisgarh), Jan 13 
(PTI): Four persons were arrested in 
Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh district for al-
legedly duping several people in the 
name of Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yo-
jana, a flagship Central government 
housing scheme, police said Sunday. 
The accused, allegedly posing as 
government officials, had siphoned 
off money from the accounts of the 
people by collecting their bank and 
identity details on the pretext of pro-
viding houses under the scheme, an 
official said. The four were arrested 
from Lailunga area here on Saturday 
based on the complaint of Kharsia 
residents Hemlal Raitiya and Bharat 
Ram Kalaar, Raigarh Superintendent 
of Police Rajesh Agrawal said. As per 
two complainants, on January 5, two 
of the accused had posed as Janpad 
Panchayat officials and had taken 
the complainants’ Aadhaar num-
bers, mobile numbers and thumb 
impression through a digital device 
in the name of a PMAY survey, 
Agrawal said. Later, Raitiya and Kalar 
found that INR 10,000 and INR 1,900 
respectively had been withdrawn 
from their bank accounts following 
which they informed police, he said.

Justice Sikri withdraws 
‘consent’ to take up 
Commonwealth post 
New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): After 
a controversy erupted, Supreme 
Court judge A.K. Sikri, who last 
week sided with the government 
in the three-member committee to 
remove CBI Director Alok Verma, 
on Sunday withdrew his “consent” 
to be nominated to the post of 
President/Member of the London-
based Commonwealth Secretariat 
Arbitral Tribunal (CSAT). Sources 
close to the jugde said that Sikri 
communicated to the government 
on Sunday expressing his withdrawal 
of consent after news broke out over 
his nomination to the post. They 
said that the judge was asked by the 
government in December about his 
inclination to hold the post. He had 
then agreed. As there was “no word 
of communication” from the govern-
ment till the news broke out about 
his nomination, Sikri told the govern-
ment on Sunday evening that he was 
withdrawing his earlier consent, the 
sources said. Sikri was part of the Se-
lection Committee including Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Leader 
of Congress in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun 
Kharge that on Thursday decided 2:1 
to remove CBI chief Verma from the 
post. Kharge gave a dissent note and 
opposed Verma’s ouster.

dynastic parties. They want to 
build their own empires while 
we want to empower the peo-
ple,” he added.

Modi said that success of 
his government had upset the 

opposition leaders and that 
was the reason they were busy 
in negative politics. 

“They are abusing Modi 
and the BJP but they should 
not underestimate the people. 

Our friends in opposition are 
anyway a confused lot. They 
leave no opportunity to say 
that Modi is bad, government 
is not working, people dis-
like the BJP, yet the first thing 

they do is form opportunist 
alliances with parties they 
disliked till recently and still 
do perhaps,” he said in a 
apparent jibe at the coming 
together of SP and BSP in Ut-
tar Pradesh.

He asked if Modi was so 
bad and that his government 
was not working, why were 
they making alliances. 

“Should you not be confi-
dant of yourself? The truth is 
that they know this govern-
ment is a working govern-
ment. They know the poor, 
youth, women and farmers 
have a strong bonding with 
BJP. Just for their own exist-
ence, they are making short 
term alliance,” he said.

Expressing confidence 
that his party would do well 
in the Lok Sabha elections, 
he urged the workers to keep 
reaching out to different sec-
tions of society.

“We are not a coterie-
based party but a cadre-
based party. Make first time 

voters your priority.”
Taking a jibe at Congress, 

he said it was only in the BJP 
that a person born to a social-
ly backward and economi-
cally poor family can think of 
reaching the top and needed 
no loyalty to “one family”.

“In the BJP, one only 
needs hard work. We do not 
need big wallets or loyalty to 
one family,” he said, adding 
that this made the BJP family 
different from the rest.

To a question on poten-
tial of India’s MSME sector, 
he said: “When it comes to 
India’s growth story and the 
role of small industries, small 
is big. Small industries may 
seem small but their im-
pact on employment and 
on bringing people out of 
poverty, is big.”

He said that it was a 
wrong perception that Ease 
of Doing Business helped 
only big companies. It also 
helped the MSME sector and 
small businesses. 

chief minister Mehbooba Mufti termed the 
security forces’ action as “unfortunate and 
disturbing”.

“Reports of aerial firing at Sugan Shopian 
to stop the crowd from participating in the 

funeral prayers of a local militant are very un-
fortunate and disturbing. Such interference in 
the religious affairs is undesirable and backfire 
leading to further anger and alienation,” Meh-
booba wrote on Twitter.
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News IN BrIef
31 injured in bus accident in Nepal
Kathmandu, Jan. 13 (PTI): At least 31 people were 
injured on Sunday when a bus they were travelling in 
overturned near a bridge in Nepal’s Dhading district, 
police said.  One of the injured is in critical condition, 
they said, adding that he has been sent to a hospital in 
Kathmandu.  The bus carrying 41 passengers, which 
was en route Western Nepal’s Bardia district from 
Kathmandu, overturned when the driver was taking a 
turn near the Hugdi bridge at Beni Ghatrorang area in 
Dhading, police said.  

21 killed in coal mine accident in 
China
Beijing, Jan. 13 (PTI): Twenty-one workers were killed 
after a roof collapsed at a coal mine in northwestern 
China, state media reported on Sunday. Eighty-seven 
people were working underground in the Lijiagou coal 
mine in the Shaanxi Province at the time of the ac-
cident on Saturday afternoon, state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported. Initial reports said that 19 people 
were killed while 66 others airlifted to safety. Rescuers 
found two more bodies of trapped miners on Sunday, 
the report said. The cause of the accident at the site, run 
by Baiji Mining, is still under investigation.

20 killed in Nigeria as truck runs 
into crowd
Abuja, Jan. 13 (IANS): At least 20 people have been 
killed after a truck crashed into a crowded market in 
Nigeria’s Ekiti state, officials and witnesses said on 
Sunday. The accident happened on late Saturday after 
the driver of the truck, laden with bags of rice, lost 
control and the vehicle crashed into the Iworoko main 
market, according to Caleb Ikechukwu, spokesperson 
for the police in Ekiti. Eyewitnesses told Xinhua that at 
least 20 dead bodies were removed from the scene by 
the rescue crew. 

Fleeing Saudi woman arrives in 
Canada
Ottawa, Jan. 13 (IANS): The young Saudi woman who 
has been granted asylum after fleeing from her re-
ported abusive family arrived in Canada’s Toronto on 
Saturday morning, media reported. Rahaf Mohammed 
al-Qunun, 18-year-old, was welcomed by Canadian For-
eign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland at Toronto’s Pear-
son International Airport, CTV said. Qunun arrived in 
Toronto from Seoul, South Korea, a day after Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced that Canada 
would accept her as a refugee. Qunun reportedly fled 
her family while visiting Kuwait and flew to Bangkok, 
where she was stopped at a Bangkok airport on last Sat-
urday by Thai immigration police, who denied her entry 
and seized her passport, reports Xinhua news agency.

Kabul, Jan. 13 (IANS): Increasing 
militancy and counter-militancy 
have claimed the lives of more 
than 70 people in Afghanistan since 
Saturday, officials said on Sunday. 

In the latest wave of bloody 
clashes between security forces and 
Taliban insurgents in Aqcha district 
of the Jawzjan province, 16 people 
including nine militants and seven 
security personnel were killed, 
district governor Ghulam Sakhi 
Subhani said.

A clash between government 

forces and Taliban militants killed 
13 armed militants and three se-
curity personnel in Imam Sahib 
district of the northern Kunduz 
province, district governor Mah-
boubullah Sayedi has confirmed.

The clash, according to Sayedi, 
flared up with Taliban attacks on 
security checkpoints in Kunjak 
area on Saturday night and lasted 
several hours, also left six militants 
and one security personnel injured, 
Xinhua reported.

In another case, eight Taliban 

fighters were killed and 12 others 
injured after government forces 
stormed a Taliban hideout in Ar-
ghandab district of the southern 
Zabul province on Saturday night, 
an army statement said Sunday.

Another statement of army 
released on Sunday also reported 
military operations, which killed 
15 militants outside Tirin Kot, the 
capital of Uruzgan province on 
Saturday.

Twelve militants, according 
to army spokesman Mohammad 

Hanif Rezai, were killed after mili-
tary aircraft pounded a Taliban mo-
torbike convoy in Balkh province 
on Saturday.

However, a Taliban deadly at-
tack on a police station in the Herat 
province on Saturday evening left 
six people including two civilians 
dead. 

The government forces have 
intensified operations against 
militant groups during the freezing 
winter in Afghanistan, observers 
said.

Paris, Jan. 13 (IANS): Thou-
sands of demonstrators 
turned out across France 
for new “yellow vest” pro-
tests, with dozens of arrests 
and clashes in Paris and 
other cities.

Police in the capital 
used water cannon and 
tear gas as scuffles broke 
out at the Arc de Triomphe 
on the ninth consecutive 
weekend of protests, the 
BBC reported on Sunday.

Some 84,000 demon-
strators were recorded 
nationwide, an increase 
compared with last week, 
official figures show.

The nationwide pro-
tests were initially triggered 
by the rising price of fuel. 
They have since widened to 
include anger at the cost of 
living, with a wide-ranging 

list of other demands.
Thousands of officers 

were deployed across Paris, 
which has previously seen 
street clashes and vandal-
ism, to tackle the protest-
ers, and parts of the city 
centre were blocked off by 
riot police.

Some 8,000 demon-
strators were on the streets 
- more than in the past 
two weekends, when au-
thorities counted just 3,500 
people on January 5 and 
800 on December 29, ac-
cording to Interior Minis-
try figures.

There were also thou-
sands of protesters in the 
cities of Bordeaux and Tou-
louse in southern France 
as well as Strasbourg in the 
east and the central city of 
Bourges, the site of another 

major rally, where more 
than 6,000 people took to 
the streets.

Nationwide, 244 people 
were arrested, of which 201 
remained in custody, police 
said.

Some 80,000 police of-
ficers were deployed na-
tionwide to face the pro-
testers. 

French President Em-
manuel Macron had said 
that a national debate is 
due to kick off on January 
15 in response to weeks 
of protests by the “gilets 
jaunes” (yellow vests). 

It will be held publicly 
in town halls across France 
and on the internet, and 
will focus on four themes: 
taxes, green energy, institu-
tional reform and citizen-
ship.

Doha, Jan. 13 (PTI/AFP): 
US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo arrived in Qatar 
on Sunday pushing for an 
end to a diplomatic rift 
between Washington’s Gulf 
allies on the latest leg of his 
Middle East tour. 

The top US diplomat’s 
visit to the small, energy-
rich Gulf state comes amid 
a more than 18-month-old 
dispute pitting Riyadh and 
its allies against Doha.

“It is time for old ri-
valries to end for the sake 
of the greater good of the 
region,” Pompeo said on 
Thursday in Cairo, where 
he laid out the Middle East 
strategy of US President 
Donald Trump’s admin-
stration.

The secretary of state 
travelled to Doha from Abu 
Dhabi, where he met with 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Zayed on Saturday.

Pompeo is later ex-
pected to head to Riyadh, 
where all eyes will be on 
a possible meeting with 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman.

The visit comes just 
three months after the 
murder of Saudi journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi in his 
country’s Istanbul consu-
late.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
Bahrain and Egypt -- all US 
allies -- cut ties with Qatar 
in June 2017, accusing it of 
supporting terrorist groups 
and seeking closer ties to 
Saudi arch-rival Iran.

Qatar -- also a US ally 
-- denies the allegations 
and accuses the countries 
of seeking regime change.

Washington, which at 
first appeared to back the 
boycott, has so far been un-
successful in trying to get 
the countries to set aside 
their differences in order 
to focus on Washington’s 
regional priority -- the fight 
against Iran.

Attempts at mediation 
have stalled, as highlighted 
by the recent resignation 
of US envoy Anthony Zinni 
-- who quit because of an 
apparent “lack of will” on 
behalf of “regional leaders” 
for regional reconciliation.

For Washington, turn-
ing the page on the crisis is 
essential for the successful 
launch of the Strategic Al-
liance of the Middle East 
(MESA), which is a NATO-
style security pact that in-
cludes Gulf countries as 
well as Egypt and Jordan.

“Today, we ask each 
of those countries to take 
the next step and help us 
solidify MESA,” Pompeo 
said in Cairo.

But the task is not going 
to be easy.

“It is complicated to 
put together, make no 
mistake about it, because 
we’re talking about a com-
plex agreement among a 
number of nations where 
we’re asking for significant 
commitments from them,” 
Pompeo told reporters in 
Abu Dhabi on Saturday.

“But I believe that there 
is a path forward where 
there’s a set of common 
understandings.” 

In Doha, Pompeo is ex-
pected to meet with several 
senior government leaders, 
including Qatari Foreign 

Minister Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman 
al-Thani.

The two are expected 
to hold a joint press confer-
ence on Sunday.

Qatar’s relationship 
with Iran is complicated as 
it shares the world’s larg-
est natural gas field with 
Tehran.

Gas has been respon-
sible for transforming Qa-
tar into one of the rich-
est countries in the world, 
since it first began export-
ing liquefied natural gas lit-
tle more than 20 years ago.

It has also agreed to 
increase gas production 
since the beginning of the 
crisis.

Washington’s call for 
regional unity is clouded 
by its relations with Saudi 
Arabia since the murder of 
Khashoggi in early October.

During Pompeo’s previ-
ous visit to Riyadh at the 
height of the Khashoggi 
affair, his broad smiles with 
the crown prince had out-
raged some Americans.

Trump has said he 
wants to preserve the alli-
ance with the Saudi king-
dom, although the US 
Senate has clearly blamed 
Prince Mohammed for the 
murder.

“We will continue to 
work to ensure that all 
those responsible for the 
murder of Jamal Khashoggi 
are accountable,” Pompeo 
said Friday on the US chan-
nel Fox News. 

He reaffirmed that 
US-Saudi relations remain 
“incredibly important to 
Americans”.

Washington, Jan. 13 (IANS): Nobel laureate James 
Watson, co-discoverer of the DNA helix and father of the 
Human Genome Project, has been stripped of honours 
by his laboratory following “reprehensible” remarks on 
race and ethnicity.

The Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL), the 
New York facility where Watson worked for nearly four 
decades and which has a school named after him, said 
it was acting in response to his remarks made in a televi-
sion documentary aired this month, Xinhua reported 
on Sunday. The 90-year-old geneticist resigned under 
fire from his laboratory in 2007 after telling a British 
newspaper that people of African descent tend to have 
lower intelligence. However, in the new PBS documen-
tary titled “American Masters: Decoding Watson”, when 
asked about his views on race in the decade since his 
departure from the lab, Watson said he stood by his 
former remarks, citing the difference in IQ tests results 
to suggest black inferiority.

While the DNA pioneer also expressed his hope for 
everyone to be equal, he added: “People who have to 
deal with black employees found this is not true.” 

“Watson’s statements are reprehensible, unsupport-
ed by science and in no way represent the views of CSHL, 
its trustees, faculty, staff or students. The Laboratory 
condemns the misuse of science to justify prejudice,” 
the laboratory said in a Friday statement before revoking 
three titles -- chancellor emeritus, Oliver R. Grace Profes-
sor Emeritus and honorary trustee soon afterwards.

Paris, Jan. 13 (IANS): The death toll from 
the explosion at a bakery in Paris rose to 
four as a woman who was reported missing 
was found lifeless, a French media outlet 
reported on Sunday.

France Info, a radio network, reported 
that the rescuers found the victim’s body 
buried under the rubble earlier on Sunday, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

The death of the 28-year-old wom-
an, who lived in the exploded building, 
brought the death toll to four. Two firefight-
ers and a Spanish tourist were confirmed 
dead on Saturday.

A powerful explosion caused by gas 

leak occurred on Saturday in a closed bak-
ery on the Rue de Trevise in the 9th district 
of Paris, one of the French capital’s main 
shopping area.

At least 47 people were wounded, of 
whom 10 were seriously hurt, according to 
data released by the Interior Ministry.

The blast blew out the entire ground 
floor of the building, with storefronts 
blown out and windows shattered up to 
the fourth floor.

Shop windows were smashed, and 
other buildings and parked vehicles 
nearby were also damaged by the force of 
the blast.

London, Jan. 13 (IANS): British 
Prime Minister Theresa May on 
Sunday warned that a failure to de-
liver Brexit would be “a catastrophic 
and unforgivable breach of trust in 
our democracy”.

Writing in the Sunday Express 
newspaper, May pleaded with 
lawmakers to back her Brexit deal 
in Tuesday’s vote, the BBC reported.

Not doing so risks the UK leav-
ing the European Union (EU) with 
no deal or Brexit not happening at 
all, she said.

May said the House of Com-
mons vote on her Brexit withdrawal 

deal would be the “biggest and 
most important decision that any 
MP of our generation will be asked 
to make”.

The Prime Minister is widely ex-
pected to lose the vote on the with-
drawal agreement she reached with 
the EU, which some ministers have 
said will lead to Brexit “paralysis”.

May said: “When you turned 
out to vote in the referendum, you 
did so because you wanted your 
voice to be heard.

“Some of you put your trust in 
the political process for the first 
time in decades. We cannot - and 

must not - let you down.
“Doing so would be a cata-

strophic and unforgivable breach 
of trust in our democracy.

“So my message to Parliament 
this weekend is simple: It is time 
to forget the games and do what 
is right for our country,” May said.

The UK is due to leave the EU 
on March 29 automatically, wheth-
er the deal is passed by British 
lawmakers or not.

On Monday, the debate on the 
vote on May’s deal will resume for 
a fourth day.

The vote had been scheduled 

to take place in December but was 
called off at the last minute by the 
Prime Minister, who was facing 
almost certain defeat.

Last week the government was 
defeated twice in the House of 
Commons on Brexit votes.

In the first, lawmakers backed 
an amendment aimed at making 
it more difficult to leave the EU 
without a deal. 

While in the second they voted 
for the government to come back 
to the House of Commons with a 
plan B for Brexit within three days 
should it lose Tuesday’s vote.

Ramallah (Palestinian Terri-
tories), Jan. 13 (PTI/AFP): The 
decade-long Palestinian split 
looks set to deepen in the coming 
months, with president Mahmud 
Abbas poised to take multiple 
measures against Gaza to squeeze 
its Islamist rulers Hamas. 

The moves raise concerns 
of more suffering for Gaza’s two 
million residents, already under 
an Israeli blockade and facing 
severe electricity shortages, while 
a cornered Hamas could renew 
violence against Israel.

Analysts say the measures 
will also widen the gap between 
Hamas-run Gaza and the occu-
pied West Bank, where Abbas’s 
government has limited self-rule.

Hamas and Abbas’s secular 
Fatah party have been at logger-
heads since the Islamists seized 
control of Gaza from Abbas’s 
forces in a near civil war in 2007, 
a year after sweepinging parlia-
mentary elections.

Hamas has since fought three 
bloody wars with Israel and fears 
of a fourth remain.

Multiple reconciliation at-
tempts between the Palestin-
ian factions have failed but Egypt 
thought it had made a break-

through in late 2017 when the 
two sides agreed to eventually 
share power.

As part of that agreement 
Hamas withdrew from border 
crossings between Gaza and 
Egypt and Israel, allowing the 
Fatah-dominated Palestinian Au-
thority to return and the Egyptian 
border to be reopened regularly. 
The reconciliation agreement has 
since collapsed acrimoniously.

On Sunday, the PA announced 
it would withdraw from the Egyp-
tian border crossing, creating a 
dilemma for Cairo about whether 
to leave it open with Hamas in 
control. 

So far they have indicated 
they will.

Senior officials close to Abbas 
say he is looking for other meas-
ures to punish Hamas.

Among these could be remov-
ing staff from the crossings be-
tween Israel and Gaza -- making 
it hard for the Jewish state to allow 
anything into the territory with-
out dealing directly with Hamas, 
which it and many other coun-
tries label a terrorist organisation.

They could also include cut-
ting salaries to families of Hamas 
prisoners or rescinding Palestin-

ian passports for Hamas employ-
ees. Abbas has also pledged to 
dissolve the Hamas-dominated 
Palestinian parliament, which 
though it hasn’t met since the 
2007 split is still nominally the 
basis for new laws.

“Very important decisions 
against Hamas are being dis-
cussed,” a senior official said on 
condition of anonymity.

It follows a series of arrests 
of those affiliated with Fatah in 
Gaza, according to Abbas allies.

The official said the PA spent 
around USD 100 million per 
month in Gaza, including for elec-
tricity subsidies, and was looking 
to cut back significantly.

“Those that want to rule Gaza 
must bear the responsibility of 
governing it,” the official said.

Azzam al-Ahmad, a senior Ab-
bas ally and negotiator of the 2017 
reconciliation agreement, told 
AFP “the leadership is considering 
a number of measures”.

Senior Hamas official Bassem 
Naim said the Islamists had seen 
similar threats before.

“Any type of sanctions such as 
electricity, preventing medicine, 
closing the border or cutting the 
salaries are intended to black-

mail residents into rising against 
Hamas and they fail,” he told AFP.

“This is the most that Abbas 
can do.” 

The Palestinians have faced 
stark challenges over the past two 
years, with US President Donald 
Trump leading what he has called 
the most pro-Israel administra-
tion in the country’s history.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government has meanwhile con-
tinued to expand settlements in 
the West Bank.

Abbas’s government froze 
contacts with the Trump admin-
istration after it recognised the 
disputed city of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital in December 2017.

The deepening split between 
the two factions weakens their 
ability to respond to such pres-
sure, said Hugh Lovatt of the 
European Council on Foreign 
Relations think-tank.

He said the PA withdrawal 
from the border crossings was 
part of a “package of measures 
designed to try and squeeze Ha-
mas.” 

“It is not irreversible but it is 
certainly a very negative step. This 
is short-term thinking triumphing 

longer-term strategy.” 
Nadia Hijab, president of the 

Al-Shabaka Palestinian think-
tank, said the infighting prevent-
ed a united front against Israeli 
policies. “Palestinians fear that 
this latest move will cement the 
division and lead to a complete 
break between Gaza and the West 
Bank, something Israel has been 
pushing,” she said.

Both sides were “playing poli-
tics with people’s lives instead 
of taking on Israel’s 50-year-plus 
occupation,” she said.

At least 241 Palestinians have 
been killed by Israeli fire in Gaza 
since mass protests along the 
border began in March 2018. Two 
Israeli soldiers have been killed.

The protests had calmed in 
recent months after Hamas and 
Israel struck an agreement that 
saw Qatari aid allowed into the 
territory.

This week, it was reported that 
Israel had blocked a third tranche 
of Qatari funding, which could 
lead to increased tensions. 

“If the Israelis do block the 
money, then I think it is almost 
a certainty you will see Hamas 
increasing the tension on the 
border,” Lovatt said.

70 killed in Afghanistan clashes France sees 9th round of 
‘yellow vest’ protests

Mike Pompeo to push for end 
to Gulf dispute during Qatar

Nobel Prize-winning 
DNA scientist disgraced

Death toll rises to four in 
Paris bakery explosion 

Brexit: PM May warns of ‘catastrophic breach of trust’

Palestinian president plans anti-Hamas measures as split widens

AP/PTI

French riot police take position in a cloud of tear gas during clashes with yellow vest protesters in Lyon, 
central France, Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019. 

AP/PTI

Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan greets  visiting US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo prior to their meeting at Al-Shati Palace in the UAE capital Abu Dhabi on Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019.   
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While rehearsing for the show “Dancing on Ice”, singer Brian McFadden got injured and suf-
fered minor wounds. The former “Westlife” singer has partially dislocated his shoulder and 
damaged his rotator cuff, reported femalefirst.co.uk. The news of McFadden’s injury came 
a few days after Alex Murphy, his professional partner on the show said that his (McFad-
den) confidence had been lowered after he suffered a fall on the ice during training. “We 
had a fall, it was pretty bad. He was really anxious after that but I told him not to worry and 
hopefully it’s out of his system,” she said. However, Alex believes he has nothing to worry 
about and she can’t wait for him to show off his skills on the ice. “He has come on drasti-
cally from when he first started and could hardly stand on the ice. He has also lost weight 
from all the training, but he doesn’t think so because he still eats burgers.”  (IANS)

Singer Brian McFadden suffers injury

8 pm: PETTA (Hindi)

1 pm: Accidental Prime Minister(Hindi)

10.40 pm, 3 pm, 5.30 pm: URI (Hindi)

R
anveer Singh-starrer “Sim-
mba” has collected over Rs 350 
crores at the global box office 
within 16 days of its release. 

According to the makers, 
the film is on a record-breaking spree and 
now ranks among the top 10 Bollywood 
domestic box office hits of all time.

The film is presented by Reliance En-
tertainment in association with Dharma 
Productions and Rohit Shetty Picturez.

Directed by Rohit Shetty, Ranveer 
plays a corrupt cop, Sangram ‘Simmba’ 
Bhalerao in the film, who chooses the 
righteous path after a life-changing event.

With “Simmba”, Shetty has become 
the first director to have eight consecutive 
films enter the Rs 100 crore net domestic 
box office club. He is the second director 
in India with three films to enter the Rs 
200 crore club, according to the makers.

“It feels incredible to see the excite-

ment and fabulous response of the 
audience for ‘Simmba’ in cinema halls 
everywhere. I am happy with the appre-
ciation the film is garnering,” the director 
said in a statement.

Shibasish Sarkar of Reliance Enter-
tainment thanked his partners and Singh 
for “creating a hugely entertaining film 
that has delivered great joy to audiences 
through the holiday season and beyond”.

Dharma’s Johar called the film “of-
ficially our biggest hit”.

“’Simmba’ marks the beginning of a 
solid professional bond between Rohit 
and me,” the co-producer said. 

Also featuring Sara Ali Khan, 
Sonu Sood, Siddharth Jad-
hav, Ashutosh Rana and 
Ajay Devgn, the film hit 
the screens on Decem-
ber 28.

PTI

A
ctresses Lady Gaga and Ange-
lina Jolie are in a battle to land 
a chance to play Cleopatra in a 
mega-budget film reboot.

Oscar-winning Angelina, 
43, has been in on-off talks for months 
with studio bosses at Sony over playing 
the part, which was essayed by Elizabeth 
Taylor in a 1963 film version.

But Gaga, 32, is now also in the run-
ning following the success of “A Star Is 

Born”, her big screen debut as a 
leading lady.

A senior produc-
tion source at Sony 

told The Daily 
Star: “Cleopatra 
was known as 
the Queen of 
the Nile, and 
Elizabeth Taylor 
firmly estab-
lished herself 
as Hollywood’s 

queen in the 
1963 film version.

“There’s every 
reason to think that 

whoever gets to play 
her this time round is 

going to enjoy 
an equally 

lofty 

perch in the motion picture industry.”
The movie won four Academy Awards 

and sparked controversy over Taylor’s 
on-set affair with co-star Richard Burton. 
They later wed and divorced twice.

It was billed at the time as an “epic 
historical drama”, but Sony’s new Cleo-
patra is being touted by producers as a 
“dirty, bloody political thriller told from a 
feminist perspective”.

The source said it could be so close 
between Jolie and Gaga that “both of them 
will have to audition - a pretty rare ask of 
an A-list star”, according to dailystar.co.uk.

IANS

S
inger-actress Jennifer Lopez “constantly” 
tries to “evolve” and says that getting older 
does not mean things have to decline.

“I am constantly trying to evolve and 
to not get stuck. It happens to people - you 

look at them and think, ‘She got stuck or she let her-
self go’,” Lopez told Grazia magazine.

The “Second Act” actress said things don’t have to 
decline as a person gets older because there’s always 
an opportunity to make changes and keep “growing” 
and it’s only people’s own perceptions that hold them 
back, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

Lopez: “There’s this terrible idea that you get to 
a certain age and just plummet downwards. I don’t 
believe that at all. You can always reinvent. You can 
always make a change. You can always keep growing.

“I believe that you can keep getting better and 
better and better. The only thing stopping you is 
you.”

The “On the floor” 
hitmaker said she has 

a hard time saying 
no because she 
does not want 

to miss out on 
anything, but 
as she’s gotten 
older, she’s 
learned how 
to be more 
selective 
over the 
work she 
takes on.

IANS

A
ctress Jada Pinkett 
Smith says it’s 
heartbreaking how 
some people have 
criticised victims for 

speaking against singer R. Kelly, 
who has been accused of sexu-
ally assaulting several women.

On a special edition of “Red 
Table Talk,” titled “Surviving R. 
Kelly: The Aftermath (Part 1)”, 
Jada discussed about the docu-
series “Surviving R. Kelly” and 
spoke about viewers’ backlash 
against Kelly’s victims, reports 
tmz.com.

She said: “I think that’s been 
very heartbreaking for me. Just 
how harsh the reactions have 
been.”

Jada blamed the public 
at large, including herself, for 
ignoring the testimonies of the 
alleged victims years ago.

“I have to tell you, I felt a lot 
of things. I had a lot of feelings 
about it. One being, I was like 
‘Man, wow how complicit we 
all have been?’ That really broke 
my heart, like to really think 
about. We, we ignored it,” she 
added.

As several women had ac-
cused Kelly of sexual assault a 
few years ago, the “Bad Moms” 
actress urged everyone to 
“examine the self-hatred” and 
focus on the people who have 
been raped and molested. 

She also pointed out how 
some of the negative reactions 
included people saying that 
the underage victims were just 
“gold diggers” and “hot ass little 
girls”.

“Those kind of reactions 
shut people down,” she added.

IANS

S
inger Kanye West pulled out of 
the Coachella Valley Music and 
Arts Festival because the event 
organisers wouldn’t build him a 
giant dome.

According to billboard.com, on 
January 1, just two days before Coachella 
co-founder Paul Tollett was set to an-
nounce Kanye West as one of the stars 
headlining the desert festival, West sprung 
a last-minute surprise on the concert 
promoter. Instead of performing on the 
main Coachella stage, West asked Tollett 
to construct a giant, custom-built dome in 
the middle of the festival grounds. 

The dome would be designed by 
West’s collaborator and set designer John 
McGuire.

When senior executives from Coachella 
parent Goldenvoice explained that the 
dome would be impossible to build in four 
months and would require the AEG-owned 
concert promoter to rearrange the entire 
festival site and remove a large section of 
portable bathrooms, West became irri-
tated, declaring that he was an artiste with 

a creative vision and shouldn’t be spending 
his time talking about portable toilets.

A source told Billboard that West had 
taken the call while on vacation with 
his family and said it was Goldenvoice’s 
responsibility to deal with the bathrooms. 
He then hung up abruptly, sources said.

Before the day was over, Tollett and his 
team at Goldenvoice were in talks with SB 
Projects’ founder Scooter Braun to have 
his client Ariana Grande replace West on 
the line-up. Braun had terminated his 
professional relationship with West in 
early December, Billboard has learned, 
marking the second split in 2018 between 
the mega-manager and the rapper.

Less than 24 hours after West pulled 
out, Grande was confirmed for the final 
night. Australian rock band Tame Impala 
was elevated to the top headliner slot in 
December to replace Justin Timberlake, 
who dropped off the line-up after his re-
scheduled tour dates due to bruised vocal 
cords conflicted with Coachella’s radius 
clause.

IANS

Missy Elliott is mak-
ing history as the 
first female rapper 
inducted into the 

Songwriters Hall of Fame, whose 
2019 class also includes legendary 
British singer Cat Stevens and 
country-folk icon John Prine.

The organization announced 
the new group of inductees Sat-
urday (Jan. 12). Other inductees 
include Tom T. Hall, who Johnny 
Cash called his “all-time favorite 
songwriter”; Jack Tempchin, who 
co-wrote songs for the Eagles and 
Glenn Frey’s solo albums; and Dal-
las Austin, the songwriter behind 
radio hits for TLC, Monica, Pink, 

Boyz 
II Men, 
Madonna and more.

Elliott is just the third rapper 
to enter into the Songwriters Hall, 
following JAY-Z and Jermaine Du-
pri’s inductions in 2017 and 2018, 
respectively. While she’s written 
her own raps, Elliott has also lent 
her writing skills to everyone from 
Beyonce to Whitney Houston to the 
late icon Aaliyah.

The new class of songwriters 
will officially be inducted on June 
13 at the Marriott Marquis Hotel 
in New York City. Songwriters are 
eligible for induction after writing 
hit songs for at least 20 years.

Stevens, who also goes by 
Yusuf (the name he took when he 

converted), 
has been a 

respected 
writer since 
releasing 
his debut 
in 1967. 
He’s had a 

string of Top 
40 hits, from 

“Peace Train” 
to “Morning Has 

Broken.” And “The 
First Cut Is the Deepest,” 

which he wrote five decades ago, 
has become a hit for multiple 
artists, including Rod Stewart and 
Sheryl Crow.

Prine’s inclusion is extra-
special since he was nominated 
for this year’s Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame but didn’t make the cut. 
The 72-year-old has become an 
affable songwriting guru for many 
of Nashville’s talented young artists, 
including rocker Dan Auerbach 
of the Black Keys, country rebel 
Sturgill Simpson, and the married 
Americana darlings Jason Isbell and 
Amanda Shires.

Billboard.com
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Fast radio burst linked to alien source discovered

US scientists capture the collapse of a star for the first timeChina’s moon rover to measure 
lunar freezing night temperature Washington, Jan. 13 (PTI): 

A mysterious cosmic ex-
plosion detected about 
200 million light years 
away may be the exact 
moment a star collapsed 
to form a black hole or 
neutron star, scientists 
say.

Researchers  f rom 
Northwestern University 
in the US are getting clos-
er to understanding the 
mysteriously bright object 
that burst in the northern 
sky this summer.

On June 17, the ATLAS 
survey’s twin telescopes in 
Hawaii found a spectacu-
larly bright anomaly 200 
million light years away 
in the Hercules constel-
lation.

Dubbed AT2018cow 
or “The Cow,” the object 
quickly flared up, then 
vanished almost as quick-

ly.
After combining sev-

eral imaging sources, in-
cluding hard X-rays and 
radiowaves, the multi-
institutional team now 
speculates that the tele-
scopes captured the exact 
moment a star collapsed 
to form a compact object, 
such as a black hole or 
neutron star.

The stellar debris, ap-
proaching and swirling 
around the object’s event 
horizon, caused the re-
markably bright glow.

This rare event will 
help astronomers better 
understand the physics at 
play within the first mo-
ments of the creation of a 
black hole or neutron star.

“We think that ‘The 
Cow’ is the formation of 
an accreting black hole or 
neutron star,” said Raffa-

ella Margutti, from North-
western University, who 
led the research.

“We know from theory 
that black holes and neu-
tron stars form when a 
star dies, but we’ve never 
seen them right after they 
are born. Never,” Margutti 
said.

After it was first spot-
ted, The Cow captured 
immediate international 
interest and left astron-
omers scratching their 
heads.

“We thought it must 
be a supernova. But what 
we observed challenged 
our current notions of 
stellar death,” Margutti 
said.

For one, the anomaly 
was unnaturally bright 
-- 10 to 100 times brighter 
than a typical supernova.

It also flared up and 

disappeared much faster 
than other known star 
explosions, with particles 
flying at 30,000 kilometers 
per second (or 10 percent 
of the speed of light).

Within just 16 days, 
the object had already 
emitted most of its power.

In a universe where 
some phenomena last 
for mill ions and bil-
lions of years, two weeks 
amounts to the blink of 
an eye.

“We knew right away 
that this source went 
from inactive to peak lu-
minosity within just a few 
days,” Margutti said.

“That was enough to 
get everybody excited 
because it was so un-
usual and, by astronomi-
cal standards, it was very 
close by,” she said.

Researchers exam-

ined The Cow’s chemi-
cal composition, finding 
clear evidence of hydro-
gen and helium, which 
excluded models of com-
pact objects merging -- 
like those that produce 
gravitational waves.

Although stars might 
c o l l a p s e  i n t o  b l a c k 
holes all the time, the 
large amount of material 
around newly born black 
holes blocks astrono-
mers’ vision.

Fortunately, about 10 
times less ejecta swirled 
around The Cow as com-
pared to a typical stellar 
explosion.

The lack of material 
allowed astronomers to 
peer straight through to 
the object’s “central en-
gine,” which revealed it-
self as a probable black 
hole or neutron star.

Toronto, Jan. 13 (PTI): Scientists 
have detected the second repeat-
ing fast fast radio burst (FRB) ever 
recorded, a discovery that may 
help determine the origin of these 
mysterious signals which have 
been linked with advanced alien 
technology in the past.

Some scientists also believe 
that FRBs emanate from powerful 
astrophysical phenomena billions 
of light years away.

However, the source of these 
signals, originating from far outside 
our Milky Way galaxy, are not well 
understood.

In 2017, Harvard scientists 
have speculated that these FRBs 
might be leakage from planet-sized 
transmitters powering interstellar 
probes in distant galaxies.

They said that since a natural 
origin can not be identified, an 
artificial or alien origin can be con-
templated.

“Whatever the source of these 

radio waves is, it’s interesting to see 
how wide a range of frequencies it 
can produce. There are some mod-
els where intrinsically the source 
can’t produce anything below a cer-
tain frequency,” said Arun Naidu of 
McGill University in Canada, who 
was part of the team that detected 
the signal.

The discovery of the extragalac-
tic signal is among the first, eagerly 
awaited results from the Canadian 
Hydrogen Intensity Mapping Ex-
periment (CHIME), a radio tele-
scope inaugurated in 2017.

“Until now, there was only one 
known repeating FRB. Knowing 
that there is another suggests that 
there could be more out there,” 
said Ingrid Stairs, a member of the 
CHIME team.

“And with more repeaters and 
more sources available for study, 
we may be able to understand these 
cosmic puzzles- where they’re from 
and what causes them,” said Stairs, 

an astrophysicist at University of 
British Columbia in Canada.

The repeating FRB was one of a 
total of 13 bursts detected over a pe-
riod of just three weeks during the 
summer of 2018, while CHIME was 
in its pre-commissioning phase 
and running at only a fraction of its 
full capacity.

Additional bursts from the re-
peating FRB were detected in fol-
lowing weeks by the telescope, 
which is located in British Colum-
bia’s Okanagan Valley.

Of the more than 60 FRBs ob-
served to date, repeating bursts 
from a single source had been 
found only once before -- a dis-
covery made by the Arecibo radio 
telescope in Puerto Rico in 2015.

The majority of the 13 FRBs de-
tected showed signs of “scattering a 
phenomenon that reveals informa-
tion about the environment sur-
rounding a source of radio waves.

The amount of scattering ob-

served by the CHIME team led 
them to conclude that the sources 
of FRBs are powerful astrophysical 
objects  more likely to be in loca-
tions with special characteristics.

“That could mean in some 
sort of dense clump like a super-
nova remnant,” “ said Cherry Ng, 
an astronomer at the University of 
Toronto in Canada.

“Or near the central black hole 
in a galaxy. But it has to be in some 
special place to give us all the scat-
tering that we see,” said Ng.

Ever since FRBs were first de-
tected, scientists have been piecing 
together the signals’ observed char-
acteristics to come up with models 
that might explain the sources of 
the mysterious bursts and provide 
some idea of the environments in 
which they occur.

The detection by CHIME of 
FRBs at lower frequencies means 
some of these theories will need to 
be reconsidered.

Beijing, Jan. 13 (PTI): 
China’s Chang’e-4 lunar 
rover, which is exploring 
the dark side of the moon, 
will measure the freezing 
night temperature, scien-
tists said Sunday.

Chang’e-4, named 
after a Chinese moon 
goddess and compris-
ing a lander and a rover, 
touched down on the dark 
side of the moon on Janu-
ary 3, the first-ever soft 
landing on the far side of 
the moon by any country.

It was a giant leap for 
cosmic exploration and a 
major boost to the Com-
munist nation’s quest to 
become a space super-
power.

Since the moon’s revo-
lution cycle is the same 
as its rotation cycle, the 
same side always faces 
the Earth. The other face, 
most of which cannot be 
seen from the Earth, is 
called the far side or the 
“dark side” of the moon, 
not because it is dark, but 
because most of it is un-
charted.

A lunar day equals 14 
days on the Earth, and a 
lunar night is the same 
length. Temperatures vary 
enormously between day 
and night on the moon.

Scientists estimate 
that the highest tempera-
ture during the day might 
reach 127 degrees Celsius, 
while the lowest at night 
could fall to minus 183 

degrees Celsius.
I n  2 0 1 3 ,  C h i n a 

launched Chang’e-3, the 
country’s first spacecraft 
to soft-land on the moon. 
The scientific instruments 
on its lander are still oper-
ating after more than 60 
lunar nights in the past 
five years, state-run Xi-
nhua news agency re-
ported.

“It was a success, but 
Chang’e-3 was designed 
according to foreign tem-
perature data,” Zhang He, 
the executive director of 
the Chang’e-4 probe proj-
ect from the China Acad-
emy of Space Technology 
(CAST), told Xinhua.

“Without our own 
data about lunar tem-
peratures, we don’t know 
how cold a lunar night can 
actually be,” Zhang said.

“Chang’e-4 will mea-
sure the temperature dif-
ferences between the day 
and night on the moon, 
helping scientists esti-
mate the properties of the 
lunar soil,” she said.

Tan Mei, a consultant 
for the probe from CAST, 
said Chang’e-4 will switch 
to a “sleep mode” during 
the lunar night due to the 
lack of solar power, and 
rely on the radioisotope 
heat source, a collabo-
ration between Chinese 
and Russian scientists, to 
keep warm. “We need to 
transform heat into power 
to run the thermometry 

to measure the tempera-
tures of the lunar surface 
at night,” Tan said.

T h e  l a n d e r  i s 
equipped with dozens 
of temperature data col-
lectors and the data they 
collect at night will be 
transmitted after the 
probe is wakened during 
the moon’s daytime, said 
Li Fei, a designer of the 
lander from CAST.

Sun Zezhou, the chief 
designer of the Chang’e-4 
probe from CAST, said the 
probe will get first-hand 
data by directly measur-
ing the temperatures of 
the lunar soil, probe’s sur-
face, and its key interior 
equipment during the lu-
nar night.

Used for the first 
time in a Chinese space-
craft, the isotope ther-
moelectric generation 
technology on Chang’e-4 
is a prototype for future 
deep-space explorations, 
Sun said. NASA’s Curios-
ity rover also adopts this 
power technology, freeing 
it from the sunshine, sand 
and dust restrictions that 
have bothered its prede-
cessors Opportunity and 
Spirit, he explained.

“It is a technology that 
we must master if we want 
to go to the moon’s polar 
regions or deep space far-
ther than Jupiter, where 
solar power cannot be 
used as the primary pow-
er source,” he said.

Washington DC, Jan. 13 (PTI): Heat 
trapped by greenhouse gases is raising 
ocean temperatures faster than previously 
thought, according to a new research which 
shows that earlier claims of a slowdown or 
“hiatus” in global warming over the past 15 
years were unfounded.

Ocean heating is critical marker of 
climate change because an estimated 93 
per cent of the excess solar energy trapped 
by greenhouse gases accumulates in the 
world’s oceans. 

Unlike surface temperatures, ocean 
temperatures are not affected by year-to-
year variations caused by climate events 
like El Nino or volcanic eruptions.

“If you want to see where global warm-
ing is happening, look in our oceans,” said 
Zeke Hausfather, a graduate student at the 
University of California (UC) Berkeley, in 
the US.

“Ocean heating is a very important 
indicator of climate change, and we have 
robust evidence that it is warming more 
rapidly than we thought,” said Hausfather.

The new analysis, published in the 
journal Science, shows that trends in ocean 
heat content match those predicted by 
leading climate change models, and that 
overall ocean warming is accelerating.

Assuming a “business-as-usual” sce-
nario in which no effort has been made 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the 
Coupled Model Intercomparison Project 5 
(CMIP5) models predict that the tempera-
ture of the top 2,000 metres of the world’s 
oceans will rise 0.78 degrees Celsius by the 
end of the century.

The thermal expansion caused by this 
bump in temperature would raise sea 
levels 30 centimeters on top of the already 

significant sea level rise caused by melting 
glaciers and ice sheets. Warmer oceans also 
contribute to stronger storms, hurricanes 
and extreme precipitation.

“While 2018 will be the fourth warmest 
year on record on the surface, it will most 
certainly be the warmest year on record in 
the oceans, as was 2017 and 2016 before 
that,” Hausfather said.

“The global warming signal is a lot eas-
ier to detect if it is changing in the oceans 
than on the surface,” he said.

Four studies, published between 2014 
and 2017, provide better estimates of past 
trends in ocean heat content by correcting 
for discrepancies between different types 
of ocean temperature measurements and 
by better accounting for gaps in measure-
ments over time or location.

“The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change’s (IPCC) Fifth Assessment 
Report, published in 2013, showed that 
leading climate change models seemed 
to predict a much faster increase in ocean 
heat content over the last 30 years than was 
seen in observations,” Hausfather said.

A fleet of nearly 4,000 floating robots 
drift throughout the world’s oceans, every 
few days diving to a depth of 2,000 metres 
and measuring the ocean’s temperature, 
pH, salinity and other bits of information as 
they rise back up. This ocean-monitoring 
battalion, called Argo, has provided con-
sistent and widespread data on ocean heat 
content since the mid-2000s.

Prior to Argo, ocean temperature data 
was sparse at best, relying on devices called 
expendable bathythermographs that sank 
to the depths only once, transmitting data 
on ocean temperature until settling into 
watery graves.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
From a “Sleep Robot” who 
breathes along with you to 
make you sleep better to a 
burger that is made from 
reconstituted plant matter 
or a robotic companion 
dog that has life-like move-
ments -- the biggest tech 
show on Earth in Las Vegas 
this year had a lot to offer.

There were 24 product 
categories and those exhib-
ited at the Consumer Elec-
tronics Show 2019 (CES) 
ranged from audio prod-
ucts, such as record players 
to robotics, Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI), and Virtual 
Reality (VR) devices that 
essentially indicate what 
technology production and 
consumption would take 
shape in the years to come.

The show, which at-
tracted nearly 180,000 peo-
ple, saw some of the biggest 
innovations around 5G, the 
advent of foldable phones 
and digital wellness taking 
a giant leap.

We shortlist some of the 
most impressive technolo-
gies/innovations:

* The new Impossible 
Burger 2.0: An example of 
advancing food engineer-
ing, the Impossible Burger 
hogged more than just 
limelight at the CES in Las 
Vegas. Said to be the most 
incredible “innovation”, this 
hamburger is made from 
reconstituted plant matter. 
The Impossible Burger 2.0 
is the new-and-improved 
version of the company’s 
original plant-based burger 
that left the crowd stunned 
with its smell, texture, fla-
vour and colour -- almost 
like a real hamburger.

* Sleep Robot by Som-
nox: Somnox’s “Sleep Ro-
bot” is essentially a sleep 
device that is said to help 
its users sleep faster, lon-
ger and wake up feeling 
refreshed. It is a peanut-
shaped device that simu-
lates the breathing of a hu-
man and its chassis lowers 

and rises, which almost 
imitates a human chest as 
it breathes. It is said to relax 
users and help them doze 
off in a jiffy.

* Sony brings robo-pup-
py AIBO to life: Sony intro-
duced a refreshed version 
of its AIBO robot dog at CES 
that highlights hardware 
and AI perfectly coming 
together. The new AIBO is 
said to be the most realistic 
and advanced Sony has 
ever created. It is a reboot of 
the robot dog the company 
first launched in 1999 and 
laid to rest in 2006.

* World’s first rollable 
OLED TV: LG Electronics 
unveiled the world’s first 
rollable OLED TV in which 
the screen retracts into a 
box when not in use. Built 
on a concept that was un-
veiled in 2018, the 65-inch 
Signature OLED TV R will 
be available this year for 
sale, the company has an-
nounced.

* Apple, Samsung made 

nice with iTunes-smart TV 
partnership: Apple, in a 
first, announced support 
for its iTunes movies and 
TV shows and Apple AirPlay 
2 on Samsung’s 2019 Smart 
TV models, beginning this 
spring.

* AT&T to use 5G to con-
nect hospitals: American 
multinational conglomer-
ate and network service 
provider AT&T announced 
that it was working on 5G 
use-cases across hospitals 
and stadiums in the US, 
including signing a deal 
with Rush University Medi-
cal Center and the Rush 
System for Health to create 
the “hospital of the future”.

* Google Assistant got 
smarter: Google Assistant 
is about to get smarter with 
a new Interpreter mode 
that would help users have 
a real-time conversation in 
nearly 27 languages. The In-
terpreter mode in Google’s 
virtual assistant would be 
rolled out over the next few 

weeks on Google Home 
devices and Smart Displays.

* HTC announced Vive 
Pro Eye, Vive Cosmos VR 
headsets: Taiwanese con-
sumer electronics com-
pany HTC unveiled the 
Vive Pro Eye -- a new VR 
headset for PCs -- and the 
HTC Vive Cosmos that is an 
untethered VR headset that 
will work with both smart-
phones and PCs. The Vive 
Pro Eye natively integrates 
eye tracking, features gaze-
tracking menu navigation 
and removes the need for 
controllers. HTC said it is 
“an evolution in the enter-
prise VR space” which tells 
you who it is aimed at.

* Royole FlexPai, a fold-
able smartphone: Officially 
announced late in 2018, 
the Royole FlexPai was un-
veiled at CES this year. This 
“phone” is actually has a 
large tablet-sized display 
and only once it is folded 
inwards that it starts to look 
more like a phone.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
As India gears up for gen-
eral elections, owners of 
global social media plat-
forms are in a huddle over 
how to curb the spread of 
misinformation and fake 
news in a country where 
deep mobile penetration 
has made Facebook, its 
messaging service What-
sApp and Twitter available 
at the fingertips of mil-
lions.

Despite efforts that be-
gan with sincerity only 
in the later half of 2018 
-- including ad campaigns 
to collaborating with fact-
checking agencies -- the 
Indian government has 
now formulated new IT 
guidelines where social 
media platforms have to 
remove within 24 hours 
any unlawful content that 
can affect the “sovereignty 
and integrity of India”.

India is a lucrative mar-
ket for social media firms 

and has the potential to 
grow big -- with over 400 
million smartphones and 
over 700 feature phone 
users -- the latter being tar-
geted by mobile manufac-
turers with feature-packed, 
entry-level devices which 
would help them get full 
access (unlike the “Lite” 
versions with restricted 
experience) to social me-
dia apps.

For Twitter CEO Jack 
Dorsey, India is extremely 
important and there are 
lot of opportunities for 
him in the country. “We 
love the conversational 
nature of the society and 
culture. We’re really excited 
to make Twitter viable to 
more and more people in 
the country,” Dorsey told 
IANS during his India visit 
in November last year.

Facebook, with close to 
300 million users and over 
200 million users for its 
WhatsApp service in India, 

is also bullish on the future 
growth prospects.

According to experts, 
social media platforms 
must look at India from a 
fresh perspective -- just like 
in the case of the European 
nations after the onset of 
General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) in May 
last year -- when it comes 
to honouring the law of 
the land.

“For the social media 
players, India is a huge 
market and they want to 
grow... On the other hand, 
they have consistently 
failed to stop the spread of 
fake news and propaganda 
on their platforms,” Pavan 
Duggal, the nation’s lead-
ing cyber law expert, told 
IANS.

The Indian govern-
ment’s proposed rules, said 
Duggal, who is also a lead-
ing Supreme Court lawyer, 
is in the right direction to 
protect the sovereignty and 

integrity of the country.
“The social  media 

companies will surely 
push back against any 
such move, so it would be 
interesting to see how the 
proposed rules are finally 
implemented. These firms, 

which have treated India 
and its laws very softly 
till now, have to change 
with new realities,” Duggal 
noted.

Prasanth Sugathan, a 
technology lawyer and 
Legal Director at Soft-

ware Freedom Law Center 
(SFLC), however feels the 
new rules have gone be-
yond the provisions of the 
parent act and erodes the 
safe harbour protection 
available to intermediaries.

“The draft intermedi-
ary rules have implications 
for free speech rights of 
users with requirements 
for automated content 
removal and an array of 
ambiguous terms used to 
categorise content deemed 
unlawful.

“The provision for 
traceability could also pos-
sibly affect the privacy and 
security of communica-
tions,” Sugathan told IANS.

The onus, however, is 
clearly on the social media 
firms to sanitise their plat-
forms, and fast.

Facing the uphill task 
of tackling election-related 
interference, Facebook in 
October said it is establish-
ing a task force comprising 

“hundreds of people” in 
India to prevent bad actors 
from abusing its platform.

“With the 2019 elec-
tions coming, we are pull-
ing together a group of 
specialists to work together 
with political parties,” said 
Richard Allan, Vice Presi-
dent of Policy for Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa 
(EMEA) during his India 
visit.

Facebook last month 
said that it will start to 
show a disclaimer on all 
political ads in India that 
provides more information 
about who’s placing the ad, 
and an online searchable 
Ad Library for anyone to 
access.

“Now anyone who 
wants to run an ad in In-
dia related to politics will 
need to first confirm their 
identity and location, and 
give more details about 
who placed the ad,” said 
Sarah Clark Schiff, Product 

Manager at Facebook.
After being pulled up 

by the government several 
times last year, WhatsApp 
too launched radio, TV 
and print ad campaigns 
to create awareness and 
empower users.

Addressing a town-hall 
meeting at the Indian In-
stitute of Technology-Delhi 
in November, Dorsey said 
fake news is a way too big 
category, adding that the 
social network is taking 
“multi-variable” steps in-
cluding the use of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), to curb 
the spread of misleading 
information ahead of 2019 
general elections in India.

As global executives 
from social media com-
panies begin to make a 
beeline to the country to 
clarify their stands, those 
“multi-variable” steps 
now need to be elaborated 
further as elections inch 
closer.
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Atletico Madrid’s Antoine Griezmann score against Levante during their La Liga match at the 
Wanda Metropolitano, in Spain on Sun. Jan. 13.

Vijay Shankar and Shubman Gill

Football is the new cricket, 
says India coach Constantine

Federer says rivals will need to play well to beat him at Australian Open

WCYO biennial 
sports meet concludes

Griezmann scores to keep 
Atletico in hunt with Barcelona

Shubman, Vijay to replace Hardik, Rahul

Almoez Ali stars as Qatar rout North Korea 6-0

PTI

Part of the secret of India's drastic improvement under Stephen 
Constantine lies in the Englishman's emphasis on sports science, 
nutrition and monitoring the "wellness" of his players.

Abu Dhabi, Jan. 13 (AFP): 
A nomadic English coach 
whose colourful career has 
taken him from Millwall to 
Malawi has got cricket-mad 
India dreaming of Asian 
Cup football glory.

India stunned Thailand 
4-1 in their opening match 
last weekend to record their 
first victory at the tourna-
ment in over 50 years and 
despite losing 2-0 to hosts 
United Arab Emirates, Ste-
phen Constantine insists 
football has knocked cricket 
of its perch -- at least for a 
little bit.

"After qualifying and 
two outstanding perfor-
mances we have done that 
and more," the 56-year-old 
Londoner told AFP in an 
interview.

"Indians do love their 
cricket but you really are 
seeing a metamorphosis 
in football and that is really 
something to be proud of.

"To get to the knockout 
stages would be massive," 
added Constantine, who 
has repeatedly been over-
looked for jobs in his home 
country.

"But whatever hap-
pens, we've already over-
achieved."

Veteran striker Sunil 
Chhetri overtook Lionel 

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Shubman Gill, the 2018 
U-19 World Cup hero, 
earned his maiden India 
call while all-rounder Vijay 
Shankar was recalled to 
replace the suspended duo 
of K.L. Rahul and Hardik 
Pandya.

While Shankar will join 
the team before the start of 
the second One Day Inter-
national (ODI) in Adelaide 
and will be a part of the 
squad for the ODI series 
in Australia and the tour to 
New Zealand, Gill has been 
picked only for the ODI and 
T20I series in New Zealand.

"With K.L. Rahul and 
Hardik Pandya set to return 
from Australia, the All-India 
Senior Selection Commit-
tee has decided to send all-
rounder Vijay Shankar and 

Barcelona (Spain), Jan. 13 (AP): Antoine 
Griezmann ensured that Atletico Madrid 
kept the pressure on Barcelona by 
scoring its sole goal in a 1-0 win 
over Levante at home on 
Sunday.

Second-place Atletico 
remained unbeaten in 16 
consecutive rounds of the 
Spanish league and pulled 
to within two points of Bar-
celona before the leaders 
host Eibar later.

Griezmann scored his team-
leading ninth league goal 
of the season when he fired 
a spot kick over Levante 
goalkeeper Oier Olazabal 
in the 57th minute follow-
ing a handball by defender Nikola Vuk-
cevic.

Atletico dominated possession and the 
scoring chances but its lack of finishing 

touch meant it needed goalkeeper Jan 
Oblak to block a shot by Jose Mo-

rales in the 70th to guarantee 
the victory.

The hosts thought they 
scored early through Jorge 
''Koke'' Resurreccion, but 
the referee waived his goal 
off because of a foul at the 

start of the attack that he spotted dur-
ing a video review.

Atletico defender Stefan Savic 
had to be substituted before 
10 minutes were up due 
to muscle pain in his left 
thigh.

Also later, third-place 
Sevilla also visits Athletic Bilbao, while 

fifth-place Real Madrid is at Real Betis.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
The WCYO biennial sports 
meet held at Bade village 
concluded on Jan. 12 with 
Kudecho Khamo, former 
NDPP candidate and 
chairman, Entrepreneurs 
Development Agency as 
the guest of honour at the 
closing function.

Khamo in his speech 
said it is God’s providence 
that has brought the youth 
from the community to 
this particular platform in 
Dimapur which is consid-
ered the best in the state.

He said Dimapur 
though inhabited by citi-
zens of different commu-
nities speaking different 
languages and having di-
verse cultural, social and 
religious backgrounds, 
is a shining example of 
the beauty of unity in di-
versity.

Khamo said the youth 
should not expect others 
to build their future but 
should make plans for 
their own future as the 
doors of opportunity lie 
open before them.

Adding that sports to-
day is not just a hobby but 
a serious career option, 
he said only the fittest 
can survive in the arena 
and exhorted the youth 
to strive for the highest 
level of perfection not 
only in sports but in all 
disciplines.

Khamo also urged 
the youth to protect their 
identity, uphold their hon-
esty and guard their integ-

rity at all costs.
The lists of winners are:
1. Football - Sodzulhou
1st runners-up - Bade
2. Volleyball (men) - Diez-
ephe
1st runners-up-7th mile
3. Volleyball (women) - 
Jalukie Zangdi
1st runners-up - Bade
4. Relay race (men) - 7th 
mile
1st runners-up - Diezephe
5. Relay race (women) - 
Diezephe
1st runners-up - Bade
6. Men badminton (dou-
bles) - Dimapur town
Runners-up - Medziphe-
ma
7. Women badminton 
(doubles) -  Diezephe
Runners-up - Chumuked-
ima
Individual winners:
1. Best footballer: Kuvezo 
(Bade) 
2. Best goal keeper: Tasalo 
Pfote (Naga United)
3. Highest scorer in foot-
ball: Vehukho Chuzho 
(Diezephe) 
4. Best volleyball player 
(men): Zapove (7th mile) 
5. Best volleyball lifter 
(men): Mudozhoi Shiloh 
(Diezephe) 
6. Best volleyball play-
er (women): Ngonulu 
Cheshi (Jalukie Zangdi)
7. Best volleyball lifter 
(women): Muzivolu Key-
ho (Bade) 
The group champion title 
was lifted by Diezephe 
Unit while the best disci-
plined team was bagged 
by Toulazouma Unit.

Melbourne, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Defending champion Roger 
Federer on Sunday said his 
opponents will need to play 
well to beat him during the 
upcoming Australian Open, 
the first grand slam of the 
year.

Federer is seeded third, 
behind Novak Djokovic 
and Rafael Nadal, reports 
Efe news.

"I'm playing good ten-
nis. I'm confident that I 
think it needs a good per-
formance by my opponent 
probably to beat me," Fe-
derer, who opens his title 
defence against Uzbeki-
stan's Denis Istomin on 
Monday, told a press ap-
pearance. The Swiss said he 
was aware of the potential 

of Istomin, who upset de-
fending champion Novak 
Djokovic in Melbourne in 
2017.

"I know what Denis did 
to Novak. I watched ba-
sically the entire game a 
couple of years ago when 
he beat Novak here. I've had 
some tough ones against 
him in the past. He can 
play well on fast courts, and 
that's what it's going to be a 
little bit here as well," added 
the world number three, 
who has won all of his six 
previous matches against 
Istomin.

Federer, who starts his 
20th Australian Open cam-
paign on Monday, has won 
the title six times, including 
its last two editions.

Category: Talent Based

Scholarship: WeTech Goldman Sachs Global Scholarship and 
Mentorship Program 2018-19, USA

Description: 

Applications are invited from female candidates from India who 
wish to excel in information, communication and technology 
(ICT) for a 6-month mentorship program to enable them 
to connect with professionals working in the field who can 
provide them with valuable advice, guidance and support as 
they enter into technical careers after graduation. Students of 
Engineering, Computer Science or other ICT related fields can 
send their applications.

Eligibility:

Any female candidate with good English communication in 2nd 
or 3rd year of under-graduation at a participating university, 
who have the ability to demonstrate leadership skills and 
willing to participate in a virtual mentorship of six-month can 
apply.

Prizes & Rewards:
A total of 45 students will be selected who will receive 6-month 
guided virtual mentorship and based on need, USD 1500 is also 
proposed.

Last Date to apply: January 31, 2019

Application: Online application is accepted.

Short Source URL: http://www.b4s.in/EM/WGS2

Category: National Level

Scholarship: JN Tata Endowment for the Higher Education of Indians

Description: 

Graduate candidates, who aspire to study abroad with post-
graduation, doctoral or post-doctoral programmes from any 
stream from a recognized university or institution, can apply 
for this scholarship. 

Eligibility:

Applicant must have secured at least 60% in their last 
academic examination.   Mid-career professionals are also 
welcomed under this call, of age not older than 45 years, with a 
good academic record and experience in their fields.  

Prizes & Rewards:

This one-time loan scholarship ranges between INR 1,00,000 
and INR 10,00,000. The selected scholars may also be 
recommended for a gift scholarship up to INR 7,50,000 and 
partial travel assistance up to INR 50,000 from allied Trusts, as 
decided.

Last Date to Apply: Monday, 11th March, 2019 till 12.00 noon 

Application: Applications are taken online only.

Short Source URL: http://www.b4s.in/EM/JNT5

Category: Merit Based

Scholarship: IIM Calcutta Fellow Program 2019

Description: 

Applications from candidates with proven academic 
backgrounds, who have the intellect, interest, and ingenuity to 
pursue doctoral studies in management sciences and related 
disciplines are sought by IIM Calcutta to carry research in 
diverse range of studies.

Eligibility:
Varying eligibility criteria are mandated, based on scores 
attained in graduation, post-graduation and competitive 
examinations.

Prizes & Rewards:

INR 30K-35K as monthly stipend, contingency grant of INR 
65000 for the first year of study and INR 25000 p.a. for the 
remaining, financial support of INR 50K for field research and 
opportunity of teaching assistantship of INR 11000 p.m.

Last Date to apply: January 27, 2019

Application: Applications are attended online only.

Short Source URL: http://www.b4s.in/EM/ICF2

Education

Messi in international goals 
during the win over Thai-
land, earning comparisons 
with India's cricket skipper 
Virat Kohli for his heroics, 
and the Blue Tigers still 
have their eye on a place in 
the last 16.

"Football is as popular 
in India in my opinion -- it's 
just not written about as 
much," said Constantine, 

who witnessed conflict, 
bloodshed and human suf-
fering in his time coaching 
Malawi, Sudan and Rwanda 
before returning for a sec-
ond spell as India boss four 
years ago.

"Of course when the 
cricket team is doing well 
and the football isn't, there 
is only going to be one win-
ner.

" B u t  t h a t  h a s  a l l 
changed," he added, point-
ing to the progress his rough 
diamonds have made and 
the positive impact of the 
domestic Indian Super 
League since its launch in 
2013.

"The fact that we are ca-
pable of playing the bigger 
teams and to compete was 
not the case when I arrived. 
We are a solid unit, we work 
very hard on all aspects of 
the game and on our day 
can hurt most teams."

Drastic improvement 
Despite a population of 1.3 
billion, India has barely reg-
istered on the football map 
-- until now.

Beaten finalists on their 
Asian Cup debut in 1964 
when it was a four-team 
competition won by Israel, 
they last qualified in 2011 
when they were thrashed 
by Australia, Bahrain and 
South Korea, conceding 13 
goals in the process.

But the step up in qual-
ity shown by the world's 
97th-ranked national side 
this time around has been 
little short of astonishing.

"In a nutshell it's down 
to the players, they have 
given me everything," said 
Constantine, whose young 
team face Bahrain on Mon-

day in their final Group A 
game.

"I'm so proud of the 
work rate, determination 
and the attitude of the play-
ers." Part of the secret of In-
dia's drastic improvement 
under Constantine lies in 
the Englishman's emphasis 
on sports science, nutrition 
and monitoring the "well-
ness" of his players.

"That holistic approach 
has proved to be successful 
over the last several years 
both here in India and 
in other countries I have 
coached in," said Constan-
tine, who as Sudan coach 
once had rifles pulled on 
him while driving from 
Khartoum to scout a player. 
Constantine is not easily in-
timidated, sparking dismay 
in India by stripping Chhe-
tri of the captaincy before 
the Asian Cup.

But he has bowled a 
googly at his critics as har-
mony has returned, and 
he promises the best is yet 
to come.

"When I think back to 
2015 and where we were, 
we have indeed come a 
long way," he said. "The 
fact that this is the young-
est team in the history of 
Indian football, I'm certain 
the future is bright."

Roger Federer 

batsman Shubman Gill as 
replacements," a Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) statement said late 
on Saturday.

The BCCI had earlier 
suspended and sent Rahul 
and Pandya back home 
from Australia after their 
alleged "sexist" comments 

in a television chat show.
On Saturday, India went 

down by 34 runs in the first 
of the three ODIs against 
Australia.

The second and third 
ODIs will be played on 
Tuesday and Friday at Ad-
elaide and Melbourne, re-
spectively.

Al Ain (UAE), Jan. 13 (IANS): Four goals by 
Almoez Ali allowed Qatar to secure a berth 
in the 2019 AFC Asian Cup last-16 here on 
Sunday by trouncing North Korea 6-0 in 
their Group E second-round contest.

Forward Ali's countryman Akram 
Afif, who plays for Qatar's Al Sadd on 
loan from La Liga's Villarreal, made 
four assists, leading their side to a glori-
ous win.

With its second victory in a row, 
Qatar leads the group standings with six 
points, ahead of Saudi Arabia on goal dif-
ference, while North Korea sits in last place 
with no points, behind Lebanon on goal 
difference, reports Efe news.

Ali netted the opener just nine minutes 
into the match on a left-footed shot from 
the center of the box, sending the ball to the 
bottom right corner of the goal, off a cross 
by teammate Akram Afif.

Only two minutes later, Ali doubled his 
side's lead on a right-footed shot, as he was 

assisted by Hasan Al Haydos.
Midfielder Boualem Khoukhi made it 

3-0 two minutes before the first-half stop-
page time on a header seizing on another 

assist from Afif.
After the break, Ali found North 

Korea net for a third time in minute 
55, stretching Qatar's lead to 4-0 with 

a left-footed shot off a third assist from 
Afif.

Just five minutes later, Ali scored 
his fourth goal and Qatar's fifth with a 

left-footed shot from the left side of the box 
sending the ball to the bottom right corner, 
culminating in another assist from Afif fol-
lowing a counterattack.

Qatari defender Abdelkarim Hassan 
sealed the rout eight minutes after the hour 
mark with a left-footed shot from the left 
side of the box off a pass from Ali.

In the closing minutes, North Korea 
Midfielder Jong Il-Gwan was sent off, hav-
ing received his second booking for a foul.


