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Parliament passes
upper caste quota bill

Camaraderie

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio calling on Governor of Nagaland PB Acharya at Raj Bhavan Kohima on Jan. 9, 2019. They exchanged New Year
greetings and discussed matters relating to the state. The CM was also accompanied by senior government officials led by Chief Secretary
R Binchilo Thong, IAS, and Additional Chief Secretary Temjen Toy, IAS.

Citizenship Bill not confined to Northeast — Rajnath
New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): Commenting on the reports of violence in the
north-eastern states as a result of the
Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019 being passed in the Lok Sabha, Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday informed the Rajya Sabha
that "misconception" is being spread
about the Bill.
He said the Bill, which seeks to
remove hurdles in the way of eligible
migrants from six minority groups
from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan getting Indian citizenship,
was not confined to Assam or the
north-eastern states but will apply to
all states and union territories.
"The burden of these persecuted
migrants will be shared by the whole
country. Assam and north-eastern
states alone would not have to bear
the entire burden and the government
is committed to providing all help to
the state government and the people
of Assam. The purpose is that the mi-

grants facing persecution anywhere
in the country can apply for Indian
citizenship. After that they can live in
any state of the country like an Indian
citizen," the Minister said.
His statement came after violent
incidents were reported from some
north-eastern states, including Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya after
the Citizenship Amendment Bill,
2019 was passed by the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday amid objections raised by the
opposition parties.
Singh said Assam had been facing
illegal migrant problems for several
decades and had also witnessed an
agitation over the issue during 19791985 which led to the signing of the
Assam Accord on August 15, 1985.
Dispelling the misgivings about the
Bill, he highlighted the discrimination
and religious persecution faced by minority communities in those countries.
"They have no place to go to except India. The Bill will provide relief

to persecuted migrants who have
come through western borders of the
country to states such as Gujarat, Rajasthan, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh and
others," he added.
Singh said that the Narendra Modi-led Central government had taken
steps to properly implement the provisions of the Assam Accord and was
effectively implementing the National
Register of Citizens.

Speaker tells Centre to stem
Assamese anger
The Centre should take immediate
steps to stem the situation in Assam
arising out of the passing of the Bill,
Assam Assembly Speaker Hitendra
Nath Goswami said on Wednesday.
Goswami said: "I believe that the
Central government should take immediate steps to mitigate the ongoing
situation in Assam." He said the Bill
was enacted without taking the people of Assam into confidence.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): Ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections, the Parliament on Wednesday passed a landmark Constitution amendment bill
providing for 10 per cent reservation
to upper castes in government jobs
and higher educational institutions,
with the Rajya Sabha voting it late in
the night after rejecting a demand for
referring it to a select committee for
detailed scrutiny.
The House passed the Constitution (124th Amendment) Bill, 2019 -which was adopted by the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday -- with 165 members in its
favour and seven against it in a division amidst broad support from the
Congress and other opposition parties despite their reservations over its
constitutional validity and the timing
in view of the approaching elections.
Earlier, the House rejected an
amendment moved by DMK member Kanimozhi and CPI(M)'s T.K.
Rangarajan for referring the bill to a
select committee for indepth scrutiny, with 155 voting against it and 18

for in a House of 244. Several other
opposition amendments were also
negative. A constitutional amendment needs a special majority of
more than half of the House present
and two-thirds of those present voting in favour of it.
The AIADMK, which is friendly
with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
staged a walkout opposing the Bill with
its member A. Navaneethakrishnan
saying it violated the basic structure
of the Constitution.
Social Justice Minister Thawarchand Gehlot called the bill historic
and allayed fears that the legislation
would face legal hurdles, saying since
it is a constitutional amendment even
the Supreme Court would accept it,
should there be any challenge.
Intervening in the over eight-hour
debate, Law and Justice Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said that the proposed
quota would not breach the Supreme
Court's cap of 50 percent on overall
reservations. He said the legislation
would apply to both Central and state

governments.
Senior Congress member and an
eminent lawyer, Kapil Sibal, said the
bill had been brought with "complete
non-application of mind" and raised
questions over the constitutionality of
the bill and its implementation. Calling it a "jumla" (gimmick), Sibal said:
"Kamal ka hamla, aur ek jumla (attack
of lotus, one more gimmick)."
Trinamool Congress (TMC) MP
Derek O'Brien accused the government of committing a "fraud with the
poor and youth" on jobs and "spitting
on the Constitution" by moving bills
for passage without proper legislative
scrutiny.
Samajwadi Party leader Ram
Gopal Yadav said that since the government had now breached the 50
percent ceiling on reservations, it
should give OBCs the benefit of quota
in accordance with their population
at 54 per cent.
BSP member Satish Chandra Misra backed the bill and demanded that
minorities also be given reservation.

Zakiesato murder case: Suspects granted bail
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Jan. 9: Four persons, who were arrested
on suspicion of murdering
former Nagaland Pradesh
Congress Committee
(NPCC) leader Kevi Zakiesato, were granted bail by
the principal district and
sessions judge, Y Longkumer in Dimapur on Jan. 7.
A reliable source informed Eastern Mirror that

the arrested persons, who
happen to be the victim’s
wife and three daughters, were granted bail on
Monday on a surety bond
of INR 30,000 each. The
source added that the four
suspects have been in police custody for 15 days
which was “long overdue”
for bail.
Zakiesato, 59, former
general secretary of NPCC

and a two-time member
of the erstwhile Dimapur
Town Council, was found
dead outside his office at
Zakiesato colony in Dimapur on Dec. 18.
The four suspects are
permanent residents of
Dimapur so there is no
chance of them “jumping the bail”, informed the
source. “As per bail conditions they will not be per-

mitted to leave the city unless an emergency occurs
where they will have to take
permission from the court
to leave the jurisdiction,”
the source added.
Meanwhile, the Dimapur police have formed
a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) led by additional deputy commissioner of
police, Relo T Aye to probe
into the matter.

India's longest single-lane NTC points fingers at Centre, state governments Peren BDOs asked to return
MGNREGS accounts details
steel cable suspension
bridge opens in Arunachal
Yingkiong, Jan. 9 (IANS):
C h i e f M i n i s t e r Pe m a
Khandu on Wednesday inaugurated India's longest
300-metre single-lane steel
cable suspension bridge
over Siang river in Arunachal Pradesh's Upper Siang
district bordering China.
The suspension bridge,
also known as Byorung
bridge, was built at a cost of
INR 4,843 crore and funded
by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region under Non Lapsable
Central Pool of Resources
scheme.
It will reduce the distance from Yingkiong to
Tuting town by almost 40
km. The earlier road length
was 192 km.
Khandu said the newly
inaugurated bridge will
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benefit about 20,000 people residing on both sides
of the bank of Siang river
and will also boost military
preparedness.
Noting that good connectivity was the way forward for the state's prosperity, the Chief Minister said
the Centre had sanctioned
268 road projects worth INR
3,800 crore under Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY).
He s a i d f o r Up p e r
Siang district's two PMGSY
projects had been sanctioned.
The projects are the 35
km road from Paling to Zido
and the 30 km road from
Zido to Bishing, he told the
gathering.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) has
expressed its dismay with the government of India over the passing
of the controversial Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill on Tuesday amid
strong protest from several quarters.
Terming the government’s move as a
lack of sympathy for the sentiments
of the citizens of the country, it said
that it will lend support protests
against the bill spearheaded by North
East Students Organization (NESO)
and other like-minded organisations
from Northeast.
The council said in a statement
that the controversial bill is detrimental particularly to minority communities like the Nagas. It also pointed
fingers at the People’s Democratic
Alliance (PDA) government over
its “soft” stand on the bill, asking
whether it failed to understand the
purpose of the bill or underestimated
its ramifications. It also questioned
the PDA on its indecisive stand on
the issue which will affect the future

of the indigenous citizens.
NTC also questioned if the central
government will pay heed to the resolution adopted by the state cabinet to
request the centre to review the bill.
“At this very juncture, the middle path
posture is a misnomer as the need of
the hour is yes or no. The lukewarm
decision of the state cabinet has isolated itself from those states in Northeast that have out rightly opposed the
bill,” it said, adding that “Nagaland
is therefore eventually left friendless
and voiceless.”
The council claimed that the government of Nagaland had already
decided not to oppose the bill last
year and termed the recent decision to
convene an all political party meeting
to discuss on the issue as an “excuse”
to stay away from the bill. It asked if the
government wants to protect the settlement of illegal migrants in the state
at the cost of the future of the sons of
the soil and how PDA will stop the possible influx of illegal migrants “using
ILP and Art 371(A) under the enforce-

Now, Mon, Dimapur deny receiving GIA fund
Officials say ministry of RD guideline says fund will not be
released unless all job card holders maintain bank accounts
Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): Close on the heels
of Peren District Village Development Board
Association refuting the claim of Rural Development department that it had cleared the
grant-in-aid (GIA) fund for the block, Mon
District VDB Association and two MLAs from
Dimapur have also said that the districts (Mon
and Dimapur) are yet to receive the fund.
The department of Rural Development
had claimed earlier that the grant-in-aid fund
for the blocks under Peren and Dimapur districts and some blocks under Mon have been
cleared, while the remaining blocks are yet to
complete the required formalities.
The Mon District VDB Association clarified through a statement on Wednesday that
the district has not received the GIA fund for
2014-15, 2015-16 and 2017-18 till date. It said
the claims made by some officers from Rural
Development department on the release of
GIA are false.
Meanwhile, MLA from Dimapur III Azheto
Zhimomi and MLA from Dimapur II Moatoshi
Longkumer have also issued a joint statement
claiming that Dimapur District Rural Development Agencies (DRDA) has not received grantin-aid for 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2017-18 which
has been confirmed by DRDA project director,
and Deputy Commissioner of Dimapur who is
also the chairman of the district VDB.
Terming the claims made by RD assistant
director Hisinle Kent and RD director Imlimeren Jamir that the fund has been released
to Dimapur, Peren and Mon districts as “false

and misleading,” the two legislators said the
two officers blamed the VDBs for the delay in
the release of the scheme by accusing it of not
submitting proposals instead of throwing light
on how the INR 96 crore fund would be implemented in the state.
However, Imlimeren Jamir told Eastern
Mirror that Nagaland could not fulfil the timeline scheme given by the ministry of Rural Development because of the criteria that requires
all job card holders to have a bank account.
“Out of 74 blocks in the state, 32 blocks does
not bank facilities. Even for the remaining 42
blocks that have banking privilege, almost all
the banks are located in the district headquarters. So most villagers do not want to take the
trouble of coming to the district headquarters
to open back account,” said Jamir.
He maintained that the funds will not
be released unless each and every job card
holders maintain bank accounts according
to the guideline laid by the ministry of Rural
Development, which is not easy for a state like
Nagaland.
“But the ministry have not seen our ground
realities. Even if the state says they have a
problem, they don’t believe it. It simply says
that there is only one guideline in the country
and that there are no exceptions. In the public
sector, people may not understand, but that is
the real drawbacks,” said Jamir.
He went on to say that the fund was released till last year and that such restriction was
not there until the beginning of April 1 2018.

ment of the Citizenship Bill” when it
has failed to find a strong mechanism
to check such menace till date.
Accusing the BJP of trying to create passage for the Hindus living in
the neighbouring countries to settle
in India, the NTC the Bill once passed
by both the Upper and Lower house
will have far reaching consequences
on weaker states particularly in
Northeast and that Nagaland too will
become a victim.
“We strongly urge the government
to come out clear on its policy and
programme to tackle the impending
threats of the day,” read the statement.
It may be mentioned that Nagaland state Cabinet had on Monday resolved to request the central
government to “re-examine and
review the Bill to ensure that it is in
consonance with the provisions of
the Constitution of India and the existing practices of the Nagas.” It also
decided to convene an all political
parties meeting to examine the issue
in its entirety.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The
Peren District VDB Secretary
Association has appealed
to the Rural Development
blocks under Peren district
to return the VDB (village
development board) MGNREGS accounts details like
passbook, chequebook to the
concerned VDBs and Village
Councils. The association has
claimed that the documents
have been in the possession
of the department since the
inception of MGNREGA
schemes in 2008.
“It is astonishing to note
that all the MGNREGS account particulars of VDBs
under Peren District are illegally confined in the custody of the BDOs and the VDB
Secretaries are asked to sign
on a multiple blank cheque
during every release of the

MGNREGA fund and only a
single cheque is given back
to the VDB Secretary / Village
Council,” read a statement issued by the association.
“The VDBs have no clue
how much the concerned officers are drawing from the remaining signed blank cheque
and how the funds is being
utilised,” it said, adding that
“this practice has been going
on since the inception of the
MGNREGA Schemes and the
VDBs accounts has become
like the personal accounts of
the BDO which is illegal.”
The association has
warned that it would be
compelled to take its own
recourse if the BDOs of Peren
district do not return all the
MGNREGS accounts particulars of the VDBs to the
concerned VDB Secretary.

'Cancer was a kind of gift for me from life'
Mumbai, Jan. 9 (IANS): Actress Manisha Koirala, who
has penned a book titled "Healed", says she just wanted
to tell her story of her battle with cancer to people
through her writing.
Manisha, who was diagnosed with ovarian cancer
in 2012, went in for treatment and was declared cancerfree by mid-2014.
Talking about her journey in overcoming the disease, Manisha said: "I feel it was a kind of gift for me
from life. Whenever we face any difficulties, we get
upset about it but I feel difficulties comes in our life
to teach us something that we didn't knew about ourselves. It gives something good in return."
"When I was diagnosed with Cancer that time, I was
traumatised but when I look back, I feel it has given me
new perspective to see life in a different light and lot of
hope about many things in life. It also made me realize
that how important my life and health is to me."
Manisha launched "Healed : How Cancer Gave Me
a New Life" along with Mahesh Bhatt, Gulshan Grover,
Anupam Kher, Imtiaz Ali, Amruta Fadnavis, Deepti
Naval, Rekha and Dia Mirza on Tuesday in Mumbai.
Asked Manisha whether she felt emotional while
writing the book, she said: "Indeed. it was because to
be able to remember everything in detail and to be able
to revisit those memories and stay with that was really
painful. During that time, I used to feel that I will not
finish writing this book. Most of the times, I felt this was
a bad idea and I should not attempt writing so, many
times, I stopped writing it."

Cover of Manisha Koirala's book 'Healed'.

What kept her going on?
"I just wanted to tell my story to people. I wanted to
encourage myself as well as other cancer patients who
have been diagnosed, that thing kept me going plus, I
had a great support system with publisher of my book."
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STATE
authority to hold
Students asked to soar in life Legal
mega camp in Wokha
Our Correspondent

Kohima, Jan. 9 (EMN):
Minister of higher and technical education, Temjen
Imna Along, has encouraged students to rediscover
their ability to soar higher
and excel in life instead of
waiting for opportunities to
come at their doorsteps.
Imna Along stated this at
the inaugural session of the
72nd Japukong Students’
Conference (JSC) which got
underway in Yajang C village
under Mokokchung district
on January 8 on the theme
“Progress and advancement.” He also encouraged
the students to make good
use of every special gifts and
talents instead of waiting
for opportunities to come at
their doorsteps.
“A time has come to rediscover ourselves in our
ability to soar higher and
excel in life by giving our
best in whatever we do so
as to inspire and impact
other people’s lives as well,”
he said.
While stating that student’s life is the most inter-
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Minister of higher and technical education, Temjen Imna Along,
speaking at the inaugural session of Japukong students’ conference
on January 8.

esting phase in a person’s
life, the minister asserted
that the most valued qualities of life such as humility, kindness and politeness
would a long way in shaping and moulding a person
to become refined human
being.

“Tomorrow belongs to
those who have the ability to
rediscover oneself; coupled
with a disciplined mind and
a positive outlook on life,”
said the minister.
While congratulating
the newly elected office
bearers, Imna Along urged

them to become agents of
change and become a living example for others to
emulate.
He also urged NGOs
from Japukong area to refrain from back biting or
politicising every issue but
to be more forgiving in nature, maintain peace and
tranquillity among all so as
to progress further in life.
E a r l i e r a t t h e p ro gramme, T Wapang Jamir,
pastor of Yajang ‘C’ Baptist Church, invoked God’s
blessings and chairman
of Yajang ‘C’ village council delivered the welcome
speech. Short speeches were
also delivered by Chubawati Longchar, president of
Ao Senden; Alapong Jamir,
president of Asetkong Kaketshir Telongjem Mungdang;
and Imlisunep, president
of Tzurangkong Kaketshir
Mungdang. A special song
was presented by Aonokpu
students’ union. Rev. Dr.
Toshi Langu, Frontline ministries, was the main speaker
on the topic ‘Transformation through self discovery.’

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN):
Nagaland state legal services authority (NSLSA) has
announced to hold a mega
legal camp in Wokha on
January 19. The aim of the
mega camp was to create
awareness to the people of
their entitlements and apprise them about availability
of free legal service.
This was stated by
NSLSA project coordinator, Limasenla Longkumer,
while presenting power
point on its activities in
the district, at the monthly
meeting of Wokha district
planning and development
board (DPDB) held under
the chairmanship of the
deputy commissioner and
vice chairman DPDB, Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, in his office chamber
on January 9.
A DIPR report quoting Limasenla Longkumer
stated that Wokha would
be the 10th district to hold
such mega legal camp in
the state. She stated that the

objective of the camp was to
provide free legal aid in the
nature of counselling and
providing free legal services
in the conduct of any case
or other legal proceedings
before the court, tribunal or
the authority.
Limasenla added that
legal services authority also
organises Lok Adalats for
settlement of pending cases
as well as disputes which
have not been brought before the court thereby avoiding the cost and delay and to
ensure speedy justice overcoming legal technicalities.
She went on to add that
legal services authority also
engage in settling matrimonial disputes through mediation and conciliation. It also
helped in spreading legal
awareness amongst litigating public and public at large
on various issues of social
as well as issues of legal importance. She further stated
that legal services authority
renders free legal aid to the
prisoners and under trials.

War veteran Hav. Dazo LMRSU conference underway in Akuk village
Angami dies at 84
Our Correspondent

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN):
Havildar (Rtd) Dazo Angami
(Sohuyi Sazo), a war veteran
of the 1969 Indo-Pakistan
war and recipient of Ashok
Chakra medal, Sangram
medal, Poorvi Star medal
and 25th Indian Independence anniversary medal,
passed away on January
9 after brief illness at his
private Rukizu residence in
Pfutsero sub-division under
Phek district.
He was 84 years and is
survived by one son, three
daughters and host of
grandchildren.
The war veteran was
born in 1934 at Phusachodu
village. His father Murhachu
died when he was still very
young and was brought up
by his uncle Pohu Sazo.
Ha v. D a z o A n g a m i
joined Assam Police at the
age of 14 years as constable in Dergaon, Assam, on
August 10, 1948. Later, he
left Assam Police and went
to Shillong where he got
recruited into Assam Regiment in 1958. He was first
posted in Sikkim battalion
and later transferred to 6th
battalion of Assam Regi-

Havildar Dazo Angami

ment in 1962.
When the Indo-Pakistan
war broke out in 1969, he
was posted to the frontier
areas bordering to East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) from
1969 to 1972. He participated in the Indo-Pakistan
war and was in the forefront
from November - December
1971. During the war, he
was posted in various places such as Halley, Lalmati,
lsordy, Sylhet to name a few.
After actively serving the
regiment, he retired from
service in 1974 in the rank of
Havildar. He was decorated
with a number of medals
for his proficiency in the
service.

DC Kohima calls meeting
Dimapur, jan. 9 (EMN): To
chalk out work distributions
and other arrangements
in regard to the ensuing
Republic Day celebration
at New Secretariat Plaza,
Kohima, on January 26,
deputy commission, Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan,
has convened a meeting
on January 10 in his office’s
conference hall at 11 am.
In this connection, the
DC has requested the senior
superintendent of police,
Kohima; director of youth
resources & sports; director
of art & culture; commandant of 4th NAP, Thizama;
commandant of 3rd Assam
Rifles, Kohima; commandant of 9th Assam Rifles,
Kohima; commandant of
CRPF/ BSF/ Home Guards;
commandant of NCC Group
HQ, Kohima; state commissioner of Bharat Scouts &
Guides, Kohima; administrator of Kohima Municipal
Council (KMC); chief engineer of PWD (Housing),
Kohima; station director
of Doordarshan/ AIR, Kohima; CMO, Kohima; district sports officer, Kohima;
DPRO, Kohima; district education officer, Kohima; dis-

trict cultural officer, Kohima;
executive engineer of PHE/
Power/ PWD (secretariat
complex), Kohima; secretary of Indian Red Cross,
Kohima; regional transport
officer, Kohima; presidents
of Nagaland Contractors &
Suppliers Union/ Nagaland
Police Service Association
(NPSA)/ Puliebadze Club/
Lions Club/ Royal Club/
Classic Club/ Rotary Club/
Kerela Club/ Gorkha Public
Panchayat, Chandmari/ The
Green Caravan C/o Richard/
Kohima Press Club/ Hindu Kalyan Samithi/ Indian
Red Cross, Nagaland State
Branch/Nagaland/ Voluntary Women Association/
Beauty & Aesthetic Society
of Nagaland/ Nagaland Adventure Club/ Nagaland Flying & Adventure Sports Association/ Kohima Pastors’
Union/ Light Club Kohima/
Nagaland Motorcycle Club,
NAAME C/o Ruokuo Chale/
Spikes Club/ Kuonuo Multipurpose Society/ Kohima
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry/ secretary of Zila
Sainik Board, Kohima; and
all administrative officers to
attend the meeting without
fail.

Wokha, Jan. 9 (EMN): The
13th general session of
Lotha Middle Range Students’ Union (LMRSU) got
underway in Akuk village
under Wokha district on
January 9 with R Santsu
Kithan, district agriculture
officer, Wokha, as the introductory guest.
Speaking on the occasion, Kithan advised the
students to equip themselves to compete with the
present generation if they
really want to avail government jobs, adding present
day is for people who are
dedicated and determined.
He asked the students to
identify their talents and
strive to achieve the goal
with determination.
Kithan also cautioned
the students’ community
against using drugs and
alcohol. Pointing out that
Wokha shares the longest
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R Santsu Kithan, district agriculture officer, Wokha, speaking at the 13th general session of Lotha Middle
Range Students’ Union in Akuk village on January 9.

border areas, he said Lothas
have high advantage in getting easy access to drugs and
alcohol. On the economic
front, he asked the educated
youth to take up any jobs to
compete with non Nagas,
who mostly dominate the
markets.

On the blames caused by
invasion of wild elephants in
Wokha district, he has asked
the LMRSU members to remain vigilant to ensure that
victims are compensated for
the damage. He also asked
LMRSU to ensure implementation of government

stated that Rev. Dr. Benri
Lotha, associate pastor of
the Kohima Lotha Baptist Church; Motsuthung
Tsopoe, CNY-LBCA secretary; and Mrs Ajano Kikon,
associate women pastor
of the Wokha Town Baptist Church; would be the
speakers of the rally. He
added that special services would be conducted
during the rally.

schemes in the area.
Earlier, invocation was
said by Renben J Ovung,
pastor of Akuk Baptist
Church, while the welcome
address was delivered by
Ezanthung Kithan, president of Akuk students’
Union.
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I M P O R TA N T N U M B E R S
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service

9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR

242555, 242533

Police Control Room

7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital

232224

Diphupar PS

7085055032

East PS

7085055030

Faith Hospital

248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu)

282777

Fire Station (Dimapur)

7085378850, 232201

GRPS

7085055031

Medziphema PS

7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital

227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander

7085055046

Nikos Hospital

248285, 232032

Niuland PS

7085088035

Sub-Urban PS

7085055036

Traffic Control -1

7085088038

Traffic Control -2

7085088039

West PS

7085055034

Women Cell

7085055037
231864, 224117, 227337
KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home

2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima

1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations

2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service

2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK

2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital

2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room

100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge
Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517
8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service
8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur

2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital

2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance

9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station

2226225

Hope Ambulance Service

8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben

8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service

09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance

9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1

2226241

Power House

2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2

2226213

Traffic Control

9485232691

Tuli Police Station

9485232693

Women Cell

9485232692

TSUD to organise annual picnic

DGAR, Lt. Gen. Sukhdeep Sangwan giving away the championship trophy to Assam Rifles team on the
conclusion day of the 9th All India police commando competition in Diphu on January 9.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN):
The 9th All India Police
Commando Competition
concluded with a closing
ceremony held on January
9 at Karbi Anglong Sports
A s s o c i a t i o n St a d i u m ,
Diphu, in the presence of
many senior personnel
from Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) and state
police force alongwith citizens of Diphu town and
school children.
Brig Arjun Segan, DIG
of ARTC&S, welcomed the
chief guest Lt. Gen. Sukh-

deep Sangwan, Director
General Assam Rifles, and
other dignitaries.
A cultural programme
showcasing the north eastern states was the main
attraction of the event.
The chief guest, in
his speech, felicitated all
the participants. He also
stressed on the importance
of conducting such events
to foster competitive spirit
and provide platform to
enhance professional skills
and fine tune special action drills- an important

aspect for any team undertaking special mission
tasks.
The DGAR also felicitated Brig. Arjun Segan, for
successfully conducting
the entire event in an efficient and well coordinated
manner.
Assam Rifles team won
the prestigious trophy,
while ITBP and BSF teams
secured second and third
positions respectively. The
chief guest also presented
various trophies to winners
of individual events.

MLA moots awards for best VCC, VDB secretary

Chairman of SDPDB and MLA, Y Vikheho Swu, addressing the Pughoboto SDPDB meeting at the Customary Court hall in Pughoboto town on January 9.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN):
NPF legislator from Pughoboto sub-division, Y
Vikheho Swu, has planned
constituting awards for the
best village council chairman (VCC) and best VDB
secretary.
Swu, who is also the

Max

NEWS IN BRIEF

LBCA children ministry
to hold general rally
Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN):
Christian Ntsinran Yangro
(Children Ministry) of the
Lotha Baptist Churches Association (CNY-LBCA) has
announced to hold its 5th
general rally from January
11 to 13 at the Wokha Village Baptist Church on the
theme “Rejoice in the Lord”
(Philippians 4:4).
C N Y- L B C A c h a i rman, N Thungchio Lotha,

DIMAPUR

Zion Hospital

Bureaucrat insists Police commando competition concludes
on hard work
Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN):
State additional chief secretary and finance commissioner, Temjen Toy, has
advised the students not
to rest on past glories but
work hard to excel in every
field.
Toy stated this at the
ongoing conference of
Langpangkong Kaketshir
Mungdang (LKM) as the
main speaker which is being held in Akhoya village
under Mokokchung district on January 9.
Also speaking on the
occasion, deputy commissioner, Mokokchung,
Sachin Jaiswal, encouraged the students to study
hard.
LM president has welcomed all the delegates
from different units, while
the president of Ao Students’ Conference (AKM)
also exhorted the members to march ahead with
unity and vision.
Akhoya Shisaluyimer Telongjem presented
a special number, while
meritorious award were
also presented to the toppers from within the range.

WEATHER REPORT (JAN 9)

chairman of Pughoboto
sub-division planning
and development board
(SDPDB), stated this at
the first meeting held at
the customary court hall,
Pughoboto, on January
9. Lauding officers of the
sub-division for their con-

tributions in the previous
years, he urged them to
continue with the same
dedication to bring about
positive changes in Pughoboto.
Seeking cooperation
for more developmental
activities in the areas, Swu

has planned constituting
awards to the best village
council chairman and best
VDB secretary.
ADC Pughoboto,
Phuleshe K Yepthomi, has
led in reviewing the last
meeting minutes.
Departmental trainings and adoption of Government High Schools in
Pughoboto and Ghathashi
were discussed in the
meeting. Distribution of
works for the ensuing Republic Day celebration
on January 26 was also
finalised.
The house further entrusted CDPO and election department to make
power point presentation
in next SDPDB meeting.

Tenyimi Students’ Union Dimapur (TSUD) has announced to organise an annual get-together cum picnic
on January 12. Stating this in a press release, the union
information secretary, Asin Rengma, has requested
invited all the constituent unit office bearers and senior
leaders. The union further requested all the members to
assemble at TUD complex at 8 am.

Western Sumi mourns demise
Western Sumi Kukami Hoho (WSKH) has mourned
the demise of Hokheto Yepthomi (102 years), father of
Kasheto Yepthomi, president Sumi Kukami Hoho and
vice president of Nagaland GBs’ Federation of Akukau
Ghuvishe village. WSKH president, Vihuto Yepthomi,
and the general secretary, Kuhovi V Zhimomi, have conveyed condolence to the bereaved families and prayed to
Almighty God to grant them strength and solace in their
hour of pain and sorrow. WSKH further prayed for the
departed souls to rest in peace.

CPO convenes meeting
Chakhroma Public Organisation (CPO) has convened a
public meeting on January 16 at CPO hall, Chumoukedima, at 10 am. The meeting has been convened to
discuss some important issues relating to APO and CYO.
CPO general secretary, Zakievisie Kruse has requested
all the frontal organisation presidents and colleagues
under CPO and village council chairmen/ GBs and all
former CPO officials to attend the proposed meeting
without fail.

Secretariat drivers to celebrate
jubilee
Nagaland Secretariat Driver’s Union (NSDU) has announced to celebrate its silver jubilee on January 12 at
the State Academy Hall at 10 am. The union president,
Imkongliba Ao, and the general secretary, Ruokuolatuo,
on behalf of the jubilee committee, invited all members
including secretariat drivers, handymen and mechanics
to the celebration.

NSCN (IM) recovers scooty
NSCN (IM), UT has recovered a black colour two wheelers scooty (Yamaha Ray) with chassis no. 1GC1115398
and engine no. ME11GC017E2115 along with some duplicate documents of the first and second owner. Stating
this in a press release, UT secretary Ghokuto Chishi has
asked the rightful owner to claim the same by furnishing
the original document from its office within seven days.
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We’re here for you, Rio tells
Mon’s ‘international trade fair’

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The
chief minister of Nagaland
Neiphiu Rio has assured
the trade and commerce
sector in Nagaland that
the government has been
‘trying’ to promote growth
of the region’s trade and
business as facilitator and
support. The chief minister
inaugurated the Mon International Trade Fair and
Expo on January 7 at Mon’s
local ground.
According to a Wednesday update from the government bulletin DIPR,
the event has the slogan
“exploring new market opportunities and expanding
sales network.”
In his address to the
inaugural function, Rio said
trade events give opportunities to entrepreneurs and
manufacturers to showcase
their products to prospec-

Neiphiu Rio addresses the inaugural programme of the Mon
International Trade Fair, in Mon on January 7.

tive customers.
Mon is an important
and strategic district of Nagaland. It has boundaries
with Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Myanmar. The
district is known for being
the land of ‘Anghs’ (tribal

chiefs) as well as unique
handicrafts and art forms.
The chief minister
maintained that the trade
event would offer opportunities to youths and entrepreneurs alike to showcase
their products ‘to attract

investors willing to take
our organic products and
handicrafts.’
‘This trade fair and expo
will help entrepreneurs of
the district to have opportunities which will help in
building partnership and
access network,’ he said.
‘There is no shortage
of natural resources in Nagaland provided we go for
exploration. And we also
hold rich promises for export of crops like coffee,
cardamom, peppers and
spices,’ the DIPR quoted
him as having said.
Rio called the Northeast
region a rich bio-diversity
hotspot that is also endowed with ‘rare medicinal
plants’ and herbs that he
said should be explored.
He mentioned that the Nagaland government was
‘trying to promote growth

of trade and business as
facilitators, support and
to maintain peaceful atmosphere.’ It is heartening
and commendable that the
trade fair is being held in
Mon ‘which is outside the
usual venues of Dimapur
and Kohima,’ he said.
Calling the development a beginning, Rio appreciated the district administration of Mon and
the organisers. Rio exhorted
the gathering to ‘start banking culture to get loans from
the bank for business, farming and entrepreneurs for
business.’
The trade event will
continue till January 17. It
is being organised by the
district administration of
Mon in collaboration with
the Nagaland Handloom
& Handicraft Promotion
Council, the DIPR added.

Shisha Hoho center to
Angjangyang hosts
celebrations for St. Peter’s celebrate silver jubilee

The Catholic community of St. Peter’s Church at Angjangyang, in Mon district, celebrated its silver jubilee, besides a reception of Sister Albina Moya who is said to be the first religious sister from the village, on January 9.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Catholic community of St. Peter’s Church in Angjangyang
conducted twin celebrations of its silver jubilee and felicitation and reception of Sr. Albina
Moya (First religious sister from the village)
with Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil, Bishop of
Kohima, as the main celebrant on Jan. 9. The
jubilee’s theme was “Peter, you are the rock,”
updates on Thursday stated.
The St. Peter’s Church Youth Association led the procession from the village’s
junction to the church’s entrance. Bishop
James Thoppil said in his homily jubilee

was a time to express gratitude to God
who inspired and guided every step of the
pioneers of the community who ventured
out to accept and to live a faith that was
‘not familiar.’
‘Today we are grateful to them and are
proud of them. Their sacrifices and dedication
bore fruit and we are here today celebrating
their courage and commitment to accept and
live the Catholic faith, the faith that had come
down to us from Jesus, through the Apostles
and their successors,’ the updates stated from
the speaker’s address.

Kohima, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Naga Shisha Hoho’s
prayer center, Prüzie, in Kohima will celebrate its
silver jubilee during January 19-20 with the slogan
“To obey is better than sacrifice (1st Samuel 15:22)”
at its prayer center.
Speaking to media persons, pastor Vezokho Vero
of the Naga Shisha Hoho prayer centre said that the
speakers during the jubilee would be Rev. Dr. Zelhou
Keyho, executive secretary of the Nagaland Baptist
Church Council; Rev. Dr. Hevukhu Achumi of the
Western Sumi Baptist Akukuhou Kukhakuli; and Dr.
Luozilie Sanchu, president of the Apostolic Ministries.
Speaking about the history of NSH, Pastor Vero
said the 3rd Naga Shisha Hoho was permanently
established at Prüzie in 1994 through the divine guidance and direction of God for the Nagas. He said the
location for the present prayer centre was shown by
God through divine revelation.
Further, Vero said the prayer centre faced many
challenges in the face of its establishment. However
overcoming all of them, the prayer center had now
come to be able to celebrate its 25th anniversary.
Vero said also that the prayer centre was for all
the Naga tribes including Nagas living in Manipur,
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Myanmar. He asked
all the Naga people irrespective of denominations to
participate in the jubilee celebration.
It was informed that a ceremony to unveil the
jubilee’s commemorative monolith and unfurl a
flag would be held on January 19 by Rev. Dr. Zelhou
Keyho; and a worship service would be from 3pm. It
was informed that on January 20 morning the service
will start at 10 am, and the evening service would be
from 4pm.

Chakhesang leaders soul-search during 37 conclave
th
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NPF calls out PDA for shifting
Citizenship Bill stance

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Naga Peoples’
Front Legislature Party (NPF) has called
out the government of Nagaland allegedly
for changing its stance on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill of 2016, which was
passed in the Parliament recently. The
NPF’s spokesman, Imkong Imchen, issued
a press release on Thursday lamenting that
the government was “dumb and deaf” while
the Northeast communities are up in arms.
The NPF legislators are deeply perturbed by the “unstable” government and
its “contradictory statements” on the Citizenship Bill, the press release stated. ‘Not
long ago after the formation of the People’s
Democratic Alliance (PDA) government, the
state’s Cabinet met to deliberate on issues
concerning the Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill of 2016.’ The government allegedly
stated that “they would not oppose the Bill,
as the state of Nagaland is protected under
Article 371(A) of the Constitution of India
and Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation of
1873 (Inner Line Permit).”
Further, even a team from the Nagaland
Cabinet went to Delhi to meet the Home
minister of India and categorically told him
about the government not opposing the bill,
the NPF stated.
According to the press release, the NPF
had “downrightly” demanded that the government of Nagaland oppose the bill as the
state was vulnerable to illegal immigrants,
and the repercussions of the controversial
bill would be disastrous to the future of the
Nagas.
The NPF said to have raised this issue
again during the past few days. “And subsequently, the PDA government had a cabinet
meeting on the 7th January 2019 to once
again deliberate on this and disappointingly the decision of the Cabinet was ‘to

urge the centre to re-examine and review’
the controversial bill. No mention were
(sic) made as in what form to ‘re-examine
and review’ as the bill has been passed in
the Lok Sabha.”
The opposition accused the government of assuring that “we are protected and
will not oppose the bill” but again that “if it
goes ‘against the interest of the Nagas’” it
would oppose the bill.
“The NPF party also sought to raise this
issue in the 2nd session of the assembly
and accordingly the subject was listed in
the business list of the day but bizarrely,
the speaker of the house refused to let the
NPF MLAs to delve on this subject. Also the
Leader of the NPF Legislature party, Shri.
TR Zeliang had written a letter to the chief
minister on this subject, on 16th July 2018,
seeking clarification on the stand of PDA
government.”
The Naga population is “crying politically” or otherwise to “defend its integrity and
identity at any cost,” the NPF stated. But the
central government has brought about a legal passage for illegal immigrants to swarm
the north-eastern states and in particular
the state of Nagaland, the NPF stated.
“The much talked about article 371(A)
of the Constitution of India shall also become redundant should this bill be passed
and becomes a law,” the opposition warned.
“When the whole of north-eastern states
India is burning and crying for remedy to
this Bill, the state government of Nagaland
is playing dumb and deaf which is setting
a bad precedent and will go down in the
history book for the younger generation to
read of the betrayal and stoic attitude which
this PDA government maintained when it
had the opportunity to do something about
it today.”

Asia Harvest announces conference
‘Abundance’ from January 16
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Jan. 9 : The Asia
Harvest Alliance (AHA) has
announced that the AHA
conference “Abundance”
2019 will be held on Jan.
16 to 18 at the Imliyanger
Memorial Centre (IMC)
in Dimapur. This was informed by the AHA representatives’ Life Square
Church Pastor Kenei Kiso;
The Lighthouse Church
Pastor Wabang Longchari;
and Father’s House Church
senior Pastor Robert Kikon
at a press conference at the
Hope Cafe at Duncan Bosti
in Dimapur on Wed. Jan. 9.
“Aha founded on Jan.
31 2016 is a fellowship and
network of Churches and
ministries all over the northeast India and neighbouring countries that exist for
the sole purpose of serving
one another and helping
each other fulfil the great
commission”, the Aha representatives highlighted.
The team said “Abundance” conference organised by Aha was to bring
inspiration, edification and
equipping to the body of
Christ. “Pastors from the
northeast, Delhi, Bangalore, Orissa and countries
of Bhutan, Nepal and Indonesia are participating”, said

the Aha representatives.
The conference is open
for all believers from all
denominations with two
sessions from Jan. 16 to Jan
18. The day session from
9 am to 1 pm will focus on
teachings on leadership
where Christian leaders
will be equipped for their
respective ministries. The
evening session is open for
all from 5 pm.

The registration fee of
the day session is INR 100
for those from Dimapur,
while registration for delegates from outside who opt
for lunch and dinner is INR
2000 for the entire duration. The accommodation
charges are INR 1000 rupees for dormitory and INR
2000 for hotels per day. This
was informed by the Aha
conference organisers.

1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY
Today’s the Anniversary of
the Day
That we lost you
And for a time it felt as though
Our life has ended too.
But loss has taught us many
things
And now we face each day
With Hope and Happy
Memories
To help us on our way.
And though we are full of
sadness
That you’re no longer here,
Your influence still guides us
And we still feel you near.
“YOU ARE DEEPLY MISSED”
LT. MR.NEIMHALIE METHA
[16-10-57 TO 10-01-18]

Loving Wife, Children,
Grand-Son
D-6380

EM Images

A Chesezu village troupe sings a folk song during the 37th general session of the Chakhesang Public Organisation, on Jan. 9, in Phek district.

civil society to defend the
provisions constituted in
the article, ‘as lawyers tend
to be biased.’ The provisions in Article 371 (A) particularly ‘land and its resources’ are “consciously”
constituted and the people
must also be aware of such
provisions, he said.
According to Koza, the
Nagas people ‘lack in dialogue and discussion’ and
encouraged the gathering to develop a culture of
dialogue and reason things
together for the welfare of
the people. Likewise, he
urged the intellectuals and
leaders of the community
to take ‘right decision.’
In other matters, Koza
claimed that the Chakhesang community was “respected for their honesty.”
He asked the gathering to
adopt such a value and
live upright lives. ‘It is encouraging to witnessed our
community practising such
trait till today,’ he asserted.
The president of the
Chakhesang Public Organisation Kekhwengulo Lea
delivered the presidential
address. He gave an overview of the resolutions that
were undertaken by the
CPO during the previous
three terms. He said that
the organisation ‘goes with
the decision of the people.’

The organisation’s leader urged the young generation to create, strengthen
and develop ‘transparency’
in their ‘political stance.’ He
was of the view that quality education should be
imparted to the young and
students.
“Let’s uplift the welfare
of the community,” Lea
said.
As a sign of respect to
one another’s dialect, the
CPO has compiled a book
which has been translated
into all the Chakhesang dialects. Despite the existence
of various denominations
among the community, the
organisation has decided to
organise a common platform with the theme “unity
in Christ” for all once in
every three year.
K ü h ü s a y i Ny e k h a ,
chairman of Tsüswüveh
delivered the welcome note
at the event. He hoped that
the event would “ unite our
family; strengthen us as
tribe to lead our nation for
a better tomorrow.”
Presidents from various
Chakhesang organisations
gave a short presentation
on the topic ‘uplift of the
community.’ Some of the
pointers included the need
for higher and quality education; promotion of small
scale industries and farm-

ing; better road connectivity and electricity facilities.
The organisation’s session
will conclude on Jan. 10.
During the event, a
new team of office bearers to lead the CPO, for

the tenure 2019- 21 was
instated. Mikha Kenye
from Zapami village has
been declared the new
president of the CPO while
Vedüvo Rhakho is its new
general secretary.

D-6381

Our Correspondent

Kohima, Jan. 9 (EMN):
The two-day 37th general
session of the Chakhesang
community’s tribal apex the
Chakhesang Public Organisation (CPO), and the tribe’s
5th Chakhesang Day began
on Wed. Jan. 9 at Chesezu
village in Phek district. The
event has the slogan “Unity
through justice.”
Advocate Timikha Koza
and president of the Tenyimi People’s Organisation
spoke about the Article 371
(A), constituting special
provisions to the state of
Nagaland.
“We need to defend and
protect the Article 371 (A),”
Koza said. ‘Whatever belong to us is ours,’ and it is
guaranteed in the article, he
said. ‘We earned the statehood of Nagaland through
sweat, tears, and blood,’ he
added.
The advocate went so
far to claim that the “criminal and legal system is one
of the best in Nagaland.”
At the end of the day, it all
comes down to “forgiveness,” he asserted. ‘Justice
is readily available at the
doorstep,” he said. In fact,
he claimed, Nagaland is
the “most democratic” and
even the “most communistic” in terms of legal system.
The speaker urged the

DG-813

NHIDCL, BO-Dimapur
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BJP govt. polarising the country
on the basis of religion – Gogoi
Guwahati, Jan. 9 (PTI):
Terming the passing of the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill, 2016 by Lok Sabha on
Tuesday as a “Black Day”
for Assam and the country, former chief minister
Tarun Gogoi accused the
BJP government of polarising the country on the basis
of religion.
“By passing the bill, the
BJP government has polarised citizens as Hindus
and Muslims and accepted
Jinnah’s politics of dividing
the country,” the senior
Congress leader said.
“The bill has endangered Assam’s culture, heritage, existence for whose
preservation Assam’s people have been agitating for
long, Assam Accord was
signed at the end of the
6-year long Assam Agitation
(from 1979), 855 became
martyrs during the agitation

and even Congress people
became victims”, he said.
Gogoi claimed that even
in the Assam Accord those
illegally entering Assam
after midnight March 24,
1971 would be detected as
foreigners. Aliens are not to
be identified on the basis
of religion. Our country is a
secular one, it is in our Constitution’s Preamble.
“BJP MPs, MLAs took
oath accordingly. By passing
the bill on religious ground
they have insulted their
oath. What is the difference between them and
Jinnah who partitioned India on the basis of religion”,
he said. Gogoi, who was
a former three-time chief
minister of the state claimed
that “Assam is burning. BJP
wants to destroy Assam and
push the future of the youth
to darkness”.
He said “this will cause

loss to both the North East
region and the country. If
such unrests continue, Assam will always remain disturbed and troubled”.
The senior Congress
leader said “This Bill is a
jumla...through it BJP is
hoping to get Bengali speaking people’s vote.”
He criticised the Centre’s decision to appoint
a high level committee to
go into Clause 6 of the Assam Accord as “it is already
stated there that Constitutional, legislative and
administrative safeguards
shall be provided to protect,
preserve and promote the
cultural, social, linguistic
identity and heritage of the
Assamese people.
Gogoi said that Assam
Finance Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma is “misleading the people” by claiming
Assam will go Jinnah’s way

if the Citizenship Bill is not
passed, and that people are
opposing it in a reactionary
way with the intellectuals
trying to build a wrong narrative. “Sarma claim suggests that Assamese people
are weak and so need Bangladeshis to come in and
strengthen them”, he said.
“After passing of the the
Citizenship Bill it is better that the NRC (National
Register of Citizens) office
is closed down here ... NRC
updation was undertaken
as part of the Assam Accord.
NRC will now become waste
paper and of no value,” Gogoi said.
Criticising Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, Gogoi said “After
he (Sonowal) clapped when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced at Silchar
on Friday that the bill will
be passed by Parliament,

I realised Sonowal is no
longer the chief minister of
Assam but now a puppet
CM of Modi”.
He said “Sarbananda
has brought sarbanash (destruction) for Assam. BJP
has now become Bangladesh’s party.”
Thanking the All Assam
Students Union for carrying
on the movement against
the bill, he said, “the role of
AASU is important...we had
signed the Assam Accord
with them”.
“This agitation has to
continue peacefully and jail
bharo movement has to be
undertaken to save Assam
and its people. The central government is fascist...
Narendra Modi, Sarbananda Sonowal and Minister
Chandra Mohan Patowary
are dangerous and they
will destroy Assam,” Gogoi
alleged.

Protests against
Citizenship Bill rock Assam
Guwahati, Jan. 9 (PTI): Widespread protests against the Citizenship Bill continued
in Assam Wednesday with agitators blocking roads and marching with their clothes
off in several parts of the state. The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 that seeks to
provide citizenship to non-Muslims from
Bangaldesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan was
passed by the Lok Sabha Tuesday.
Agitators across the Northeast, including Assam, have been blocking roads and
rail tracks, seeking revocation of the Bill.
In Guwahati, members of 70 organisations, led by Akhil Gogoi’s Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti and Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuba Chatra Parishad, protested outside
central government offices and also tried
way through the barricades to the state
secretariat, leading to a scuffle with police.
“Police had to resort to mild lathicharge
and fire rubber bullets to disperse the protesters who refused to move back despite
warnings. Some of them were also taken
into custody to prevent deterioration in law
and order situation,” a senior officer said.
In Golaghat’s Numaligarh area, members of Asom Aikya Manch took to the
streets with their clothes off to protest
against the Bill.
At Digboi, the agitators tried to block
a highway to stop Chief Minister Sarba-

nanda Sonowal from attending Gorkha
Mahatsov. They were, however, dispersed
by the police. AASU activists in Nagaon
waved black flags to BJP state unit president
Ranjeet Das.
Protests by students were also reported
from Cotton State University and Dibrugarh University.
An 11-hour shutdown was called by
AASU and NESO, and supported by over
hundred organisations Tuesday, bringing
life to a standstill in Assam.
The agitators have said they would not
allow locally produced oil, petroleum products, coal, forest products and limestone to
be taken out of the state.
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), which
withdrew support to the BJP-led government in Assam Monday, also extended its
support to the bandh. BJP spokesperson
Mehdi Alam Bora resigned from the party,
saying the Bill would harm the Assamese
society and nullify the Assam Accord.
Former Assam chief minister and AGP
leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta demanded
that the BJP government in the state resign
and face a fresh election.
State minister Himanta Biswa Sarma,
however, said the AGP had committed a
“historic blunder” by not extending support to the Bill.

ICAR Manipur centre Italy to adopt Sikkim
Three AGP ministers meet Sonowal, tender resignation
model of organic farming
is 44 years old
Our Correspondent

Imphal, Jan. 9 (EMN): The 44th foundation day
of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) North Eastern Hill region Manipur Centre,
Lamphelpat was held at its Lamphelpat campus
here on Wed. Jan. 9.
Principal Secretary JC Ramthanga of Horticulture and Soil conservation, Government of Manipur and Joint Director Dr I Meghachandra of the
ICAR NEH Region Manipur centre besides Senior
scientist AC Sharma (Retd)of the ICAR Manipur
centre attended in the dais of the foundation day
function.
Speaking on the occasion, Principal Secretary
JC Ramthanga lauded the contribution made by
the scientists of the ICAR Manipur center while
implementing the important government programmes under Mission for integrated development of horticulture,Manipur organic mission
agency and Mission organic value chain development for north eastern region.
Stating that the inputs from ICAR were fully involved in government initiatives, the senior officer
also informed this reporter that Manipur government is planning to establish cold chain system in
the remote places of the state including Pherzawl
district to help and support the requirements of
the farmers.
In his speech joint Director in charge Dr I Meghachandra of the ICAR NEH Region Manipur centre
mentioned that Prof MS Swaminathan, the father of
Indian Green Revolution with his visionary zeal led
to the establishment of the ICAR Manipur centre on
this day in 1975 as a regional centre with an objective to create the long felt farm research base in the
state of Manipur and to help in solving the problems
relating to agriculture and allied sectors.
Since inception, the ICAR Manipur centre
with its five Krishi Vigyan Kendras is working tirelessly for the development and dissemination of
improved agro-technologies; Dr Meghachandra
added and personally expressed his desire to expand the activities of the institution in the interest
of the farming community.
The institute foundation day observed every
year at its regional headquarters in Meghalaya and
other centres in north eastern states, according
to staffs of the ICAR Manipur centre which has as
many as 18 scientists working under 10 different
departments to extend necessary technologies for
the enhancement of the farm production in the
region round the year. Three retired scientists of the
institute was also honoured in the day’s foundation
day observation.

Gangtok, Jan. 9 (IANS): Italy will
be transformed into an “organic
country” by adopting the farming
policy of Sikkim, Chief Minister
Pawan Chamling said quoting a
communication received from
Rome.
Speaking to media, Chamling
read out a letter he received from
the Italian government, citing the
prestigious Future Policy Gold
Award he had received at the
United Nations FAO headquarters
in Rome on October 15 last year
for turning Sikkim into a “100%
organic state”.
Nicknamed the ‘Oscar for best
policies,’ the award was co-organised with the FAO by The World
Future Council (WFC) and IFOAM
- Organics International, and recognises “the world’s best laws and

policies promoting agroecology.”
While addressing the Italian
senate, where Chamling was also
honoured on the occasion, he had
made an impassioned appeal for
the world to adopt organic farming practices.
The Chief Minister expressed
his happiness and satisfaction at
the progress of organic farming in
the northeastern state. He said all
agricultural produce of Sikkim has
become organic as the state government has been working seriously on pushing organic farming
as a mission.
He said, other than rice, Sikkim
would become self-reliant in its
organic produce in the next five
years. He said Sikkim was marketing ten items of organic produces
outside the state.

Guwahati, Jan. 9 (IANS): Two days
after breaking away from the BJPled alliance government in Assam, the three AGP ministers on
Wednesday tendered their resignation to Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal.
“We fought against the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016 till
the last moment. However, after
meeting Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday, we were
convinced the BJP is going to pass
the Bill in the Lok Sabha. We met
the Chief Minister and tendered
our resignations,” said AGP President Atul Bora after coming out of
Sonowal’s office at Dispur.
The three AGP Ministers including AGP President and Agricultural Minister Atul Bora, Water
Resources Minister Keshab Mahanta and Food and Civil Supplies Minister Phani Bhushan

Choudhury met the Chief Minister.
The meeting lasted for about 25
minutes.
“We have decided to take the
side of the people of Assam. Our
party is built at the cost of 855
martyrs... We cannot accept the Bill
particularly when the entire state
is witnessing mass protests against
it,” said Bora.
“We entered into an alliance
with the BJP, BPF and some other
parties ahead of the 2016 polls.
Today we are coming out of it for
the sake of the state and its people,”
Bora added.
Me a n w h i l e, t h e p r o t e s t s
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016 continued to rock
the state on Wednesday. While
hundreds of people belonging to
several groups took out a protest
demonstration in front of the
Assam Secretariat at Dispur, sev-

eral other organisations took out
a candle light march in the city on
Wednesday evening.
The protests in front of the Secretariat turned little violent as the
agitators tried to break the police
barricades and enter the complex.
A few agitators were injured in scuffles with the security personnel.
The agitators were whisked
away and detained in police stations but released later.
A group of All Assam Students
Union (AASU) also protested on
Wednesday at Nagaon district of
Central Assam by showing black
flags to Assam BJP President Ranjit
Kumar Dass who had gone to address a party meeting.
Popular Assamese singer and
youth icon Zubeen Garg has written an open letter to Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
urging him not to support the Bill.

185th death anniversary of Maharaj Suspected Pak. spy arrested
Gambhir Singh observed in Manipur in Arunachal Pradesh
Our Correspondent

Imphal, Jan. 9 (EMN): The
185th death anniversary of
Maharaj Gambhir Singh was
observed at the Samadhi of
Maharaj located at Langthabal,
Canchipur of Imphal- West
district Manipur today.
The observance was organised by the State Archeology
Department of Art and Culture, Government of Manipur.
Manipur CM N Biren along
with Minister Art and Culture,
Health L Jayanta Kumar and
Minister Consumer Affair K
Shyam attended the function
respectively.
As a part of observation,
two newly installed statues of
Meidingu Narasingh and Sana
Herachandra were unveiled
by the chief minister, which

SUD0KU 1885
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that
can be reached logically. Enter numbers into the
blank spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

he promised to install during
previous year observation.
Speaking on the occasion,
Manipur CM Biren said, history need to be honoured and
respected to get united.
He expressed his willingness to develop the Samadhi
of Maharaj a historical learning
site, like a museum, that will
provide a glimpse of background and history of all the
kings in Manipur inside the
premises, where it can attract
tourists, where any visitor can
learn about the unique history
of Manipur and kings.
Titular king of Manipur,
Leisemba Sanajaoba expressed
his gratitude for the initiative
taken in a short span to install
the two new statues, along with
Maharaj Gambhir Singh, as a

gift to the people and honouring the Manipur history.
He said, though they are
family and great grandfather,
the installed statue will give a
new sense and thrust towards
patriotism.
Minister for Art and Culture
L Jayantakumar Singh, Revenue minister Karam Shyam
also attended the function.
Earlier Chief Minister led others in paying floral tributes
to the portraits of Maharaja
Gambhir Singh and Meidingu
Narasingh.
A contingent of Manipur
Rifles offered a guard of honour and gun salute and sounding of last post as a mark of
respect to the Gambhir Singh,
Nara Singh and other unsung
heroes.

Itanagar, Jan. 9 (PTI): A man suspected
to be a spy of Pakistan intelligence
agencies has been arrested in Arunachal Pradesh’s Anjaw district, near
India-China border, army sources said.
The accused has been identified as
Nirmal Rai, a resident of Sadiya in Assam’s Tinsukia district, they said.
State Director General of Police
(DGP) SBK Singh, when contacted,
said Rai had been working as an army
porter at Kibithu and Dichu two border
posts along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC).
He was arrested to January 6 by
army personnel and handed over to
Arunachal Pradesh Police a day after,
the DGP said.
“Rai belongs to a Nepali community. He worked at a burger shop in Dubai
between 2016 and 2018 before moving
to Kibithu,” he said, adding that more
details in the case will be available after

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1884

MIRROR CROSS WORD 2045
ACROSS
1. Abraham’s wife
6. A large gathering of people
11. Stinging insect
14. Alewife fish
15. Half-diameters
16. Not young
17. Diligence in keeping clean
19. Screen Actors Guild
20. Financial obligations
21. Dried plum
23. Harmless or kindly
27. Timed intervals in a boxing
match
28. Public speaker
32. Anagram of “Notes”
33. Overweight
34. Soft food
37. Portent
38. A plant that produces licoriceflavored seeds
39. Seaweed
40. It is (poetic)
41. Master of Literature
42. Smudge
43. Cease association with
45. Prefix indicating “Other” or
“Different”
48. Shredded
49. Sporting venue
50. Beach
53. A term of endearment
54. Door guards
60. Donkey
61. Swelling under the skin
62. The central parts of things
63. Perceive visually
64. Thoroughly wet
65. Throw something heavy
DOWN
1. Bag
2. Entirely
3. Fish eggs
4. A king of Judah
5. Pistol

interrogation.
Army sources told PTI that Rai was
under watch for over a month due to
his suspicious behaviour.
The suspected spy was probably
trained and recruited by Dubai-based
handler of Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), an army personnel
said.
“He was involved in passing on
sensitive information on location and
deployment of army units, weapon
profiles and artillery guns at Kibithu,
as well as infrastructure development
along the LAC,” he said on condition
of anonymity.
A smart phone has been seized
from the possession of Rai, the personnel said, adding that the arrest
was made under provisions of Official
Secrets Act, section 120B of the IPC for
criminal conspiracy and section 72 of
the IT Act for breach of privacy.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 2044

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
18.
22.
23.
24.

Child’s bed
Tirade
Lyric poems
Wisconsin (abbrev.)
Throw away
A petty officer on a
merchant ship
A type of African antelope
Sharp sides of blades
Period of penitence before
Easter
Groove
Make dull with infatuation
Oleoresin

25.
26.
27.
29.
30.
31.
34.
35.
36.
38.
39.
41.
42.
43.

Memos
Symbol
Move upward
A region of Asia Minor
Death notices
Cosy or secluded retreats
Ruffle
Chalcedony
Trimmed
As well
Genus of the bowfin fish
Optical illusions
A sharp piercing cry
Lair

44.
45.
46.
47.
50.
51.
52.
55.
56.

Monster
Laughs
Jagged
Taut or rigid
Pace
Cannabis plant
Alright
Fuss
Writer/poet Edgar Allan
___ (1809-1849)
57. Historical period
58. Reverend (abbrev.)
59. South southeast Crossword
puzzle for Jan. 14, 2004

EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Thursday, January 10, 2019

5

BUSINESS

India’s GDP expected to grow at 7.3 pc in 2018-19
cent as against India’s 7.3 per cent. In
2017, China with 6.9 per cent growth
was marginally ahead of India’s 6.7
per cent, mainly because the slowdown in the Indian economy due to
demonetisation and implementation
of the Goods and Services Tax (GST),
the report said.
“India’s growth outlook is still
robust. India is still the fastest growing major economy,” World Bank
Prospects Group Director Ayhan Kose
told PTI in an interview.
“With investment picking up and
consumption remaining strong, we
expect India to grow 7.3 per cent in
the fiscal year 2018-2019, and average
7.5 per cent in 2019 and 2020. India

registered quite a bit of pick up in
doing business ranking. The growth
momentum is there (in India),” Kose
told PTI.
In India, the growth has accelerated, driven by an upswing in consumption, and investment growth
has firmed as the effects of temporary
factors wane, the World Bank said in
its latest report.
Domestic demand has strengthened as the benefits of structural reforms such as the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) harmonisation and bank
recapitalisation take effect.
“India’s growth accelerated to an
estimated 7.3 per cent in FY2018/19
(April to March) as economic activ-

ity continued to recover with strong
domestic demand. While investment
continued to strengthen amid the
GST harmonisation and a rebound
of credit growth, consumption remained the major contributor to
growth,” the World Bank said. According to the report, India’s GDP is
forecast to grow by 7.3 per cent in
FY2018/19 and 7.5 per cent thereafter,
in line with June forecasts. Private
consumption is projected to remain
robust and investment growth is
expected to continue as the benefits
of recent policy reforms begin to materialise and credit rebounds.
Strong domestic demand is envisioned to widen the current account

Cheques valued over INR 20,000 crore not cleared due to strike
Chennai, Jan. 9 (IANS): Clearance
of cheques valued over Rs 20,000
crore was affected by the bank
strike that continued for the second day on Wednesday, said the
All India Bank Employees’ Association (AIBEA) -- a leading union in
the banking sector.
The central trade unions in the
country are striking work for two
days -- January 8 and 9 -- protest-

ing against the various policies of
the Central government.
In a statement issued here,
AIBEA said cheques worth about
Rs 20,000 crore could not be
cleared by the clearing houses all
over the country.
“Even though officers in
banks did not join the strike, they
have extended fraternal support.
Hence, though branches are kept

open, normal banking services
like cash transactions, clearance
of cheques, remittances, bills
discounting, government treasury operations, foreign exchange
transactions, negotiation of import and export bills, were affected,” the statement said.
According to AIBEA, the only
major problem in the banks is the
huge bad loans amounting to over

Rs 13 lakh crore.
Owing to these bad loans and
provisions for bad loans, 19 out of
21 public sector banks are in net
loss though they earned an operating profit of Rs 155,585 crore as on
March 31, 2018. But amount provided for bad loans and others was
Rs 240,956 crore. Hence, a net loss
of Rs 85,371 crore for the 21 public
sector banks, the statement said.

deficit to 2.6 per cent of GDP next
year. Inflation is projected to rise
somewhat above the midpoint of the
Reserve Bank of India’s target range
of 2 to 6 per cent, mainly owing to
energy and food prices, the bank said.
It said in India the recent introduction of the GST and steps toward
demonetisation are expected to encourage a shift from the informal to
the formal sector.
“India’s recent growth numbers
suggest that the economy remains
robust despite temporary setbacks
(due top demonetisation and GST),”
Kose said.
The World Bank’s estimate suggest
that India’s potential growth rate is

around seven per cent, and is expected to remain around seven per cent,
he said in response to a question.
“The fact is that Indian economy
is being able to deliver growth slightly
above its potential is a very good sign,
he added.
Refraining from commenting on
the economic performance of the
Modi Government that too in an
election year, the World Bank official
said growth performance of India as
compared to other emerging markets
has been quite impressive.
“India’s growth performance has
been quite impressive. Year after
year it has delivered strong numbers
around its potential growth,” he said.

TRAI should re-look into revenue
share distribution — CTMA
Kolkata, Jan. 9 (PTI): Cable TV Equipments
Traders and Manufacturers Association
(CTMA) Wednesday stressed that TRAI
should re-look the revenue share distribution between broadcasters and local cable
operators to incentivise them to upgrade
and improve the delivery mechanism.
He also informed that Android set-top
box (STB) that will convert ordinary TV sets
to SMART TV is the latest attraction.
“West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee is very serious about the Cable
TV sector and has formed a high-powered
committee to look into the problems of
25,000 cable operators and over one lakh
others engaged in earning their livelihood
from this sector,” Kolkata Mayor and West
Bengal Urban Development minister
Firhad Hakim was quoted as saying in a
CTMA statement.
A three-day Cable TV show is being held
here from January 9 and 11.

Sensex reclaims 36,000, Air India starts using food stocked from
India on its return international flights
Nifty above 10,850
New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): Air India’s
Chairman and Managing Director
Pradeep Singh Kharola said Wednesday the airline has started carrying
food from India for use during the
journey back to the country, in an
attempt to rationalise catering costs
on international flights.
The loss-making airline has
already started using food items
stocked from India during its onward
journey to Stockholm, Copenhagen,
Birmingham and Madrid, and use
them when returning. It has said food
items purchased from these foreign
cities are much more expensive when
compared to Indian cities.
“The food is taken from here in
India in chillers and then it is heated
whenever it has to be used... Catering
costs for us are around Rs 600 crore to
Rs 800 crore a year. Catering in India
is 3-4 times cheaper as compared to

drastically,” he added.
The portion of the food given to
passengers would remain exactly the
same, he clarified.
Asked how much Air India would
be able to save with this measure,
Kharola said these are early days and
the programme will expand.
Air India is estimated to have a
debt burden of more than Rs 48,000
crore and the government’s efforts
for strategic disinvestment of the flag
carrier failed in May last year. It has
been making losses since the merger
with Indian Airlines in 2007.
High interest burden, increasing
competition, high airport user charges, adverse impact of exchange rate
variation and liberalised bilaterals
to foreign carriers leading to excess
capacity in the market are among the
reasons for the losses, according to
the civil aviation ministry.

catering in the West,” Kharola said.
Within the next a few months,
Air India will start serving food from
India on its flights returning from the
Gulf region, he added.
As a cost-cutting measure, Air
India decided in July 2017 to not serve
non-vegetarian food to economy
class passengers on its domestic
flights.
“There are some flights like the
ones going to Gulf, Singapore and
even some parts of Europe, where it
is possible to upload the food here (in
India) only. Some work is going on in
that direction,” he said.
“More important thing is the
taste. Whatever you can do, the European caterer’s taste can’t match with
the Indian caterer, especially when
it comes to Indian food. That is the
additional benefit we get. The main
thing is that the costs come down

Yes Bank shortlists candidates for MD & CEO post
Mumbai, Jan. 9 (PTI): Continuing its rising
spree for the fourth session, benchmark
BSE Sensex reclaimed the 36,000 mark by
jumping over 200 points Wednesday tracking positive cues from global markets on
rising hopes that the US and China would
strike a deal to end their trade tiff.
Moreover, optimistic buying by investors ahead of Q3 earnings season supported the rally.
The BSE Sensex after a gap-up opening at 36,181.37, advanced further to the
day’s high of 36,250.54, before ending at
36,212.91, showing a gain of 231.98 points,
or 0.64 per cent.
The gauge had gained by 467 points in
the previous three sessions.
The NSE Nifty also gained 53 points, or
0.49 per cent, to settle 10,855.15 after shuttling between 10,870.40 and 10,749.40.
Top performers that led the gains on
bourses were Axis Bank, ITC, Tata Motors,
Bharti Airtel, HDFC, IndusInd Bank, HUL,
HDFC Bank, Maruti and ICICI Bank, rising
up to 2.94 per cent.
Infosys, the country’s second largest IT
services firm, rose 0.90 per cent after company Tuesday said its board will consider
a buyback programme and payment of
special dividend, among other proposals,
at its meeting on January 11.
On the other hand, Yes Bank, Tata Steel
Hero MotoCorp, ONGC, Bajaj Finance,
NPTC, HCL Tech and TCS were the top losers, falling up to 3.07 per cent.
Market started on a positive note but
took some caution ahead of major quarterly results scheduled tomorrow (Thursday),
said analysts.
“In totality, with expectation of a
breather from the US-China meeting led

the market to close on a positive bias. Buying interest has been seen across sectors
led by private banks, IT and FMCG; while
PSU banks declined due to profit-booking
post recent gains,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial Services.
Investor sentiment also got a boost
after the World Bank projected India’s GDP
growth at 7.3 per cent in the fiscal year
2018-19, and 7.5 per cent in the following
two years, attributing it to an upswing in
consumption and investment, traders said.
The bank said India will continue to
be the fastest growing major economy in
the world.
Market sentiment was buoyant largely
in sync with a positive trend at other Asian
bourses, supported by rising hopes that
the US and China would reach a truce,
traders said.
US President Donald Trump, on Tuesday, had said that talks with Beijing on a
trade deal were going on “very well”.
However, selling towards the fag end, as
investors took some money off the table at
record levels, cut down the session’s gains.
Besides, optimism ahead of Q3 earnings of some bluechip companies such
TCS and Infosys, too, bolstered trading
sentiments, accelerating buying by retail
investors.
Meanwhile, domestic institutional investors (DIIs) bought shares to the tune of
Rs 698.17 crore, while foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) offloaded shares worth a net
of Rs 553.78 crore on Tuesday, provisional
data showed.
Sector-wise, the FMCG index surged
the most by gaining 1.11 per cent, followed
by bankex 0.69 per cent and realty index
0.66 per cent.

Gold up INR 110 on
wedding season buying
New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI):
Gold rose for the third
straight session Wednesday,
gaining Rs 110 to Rs 32,800
per 10 grams on increased
buying by jewellers to meet
marriage season demand.
Silver prices also spurted by Rs 300 to Rs 40,100
per kg on fresh buying by
industrial units and coin
makers.
Marketmen said, sentiment was upbeat largely
supported by continued
buying by local jewellers
to meet wedding season

demand.
However, global cues
were negative that limited
the rise in the precious metal prices, they said.
Globally, gold traded
lower at USD 1,283.20 an
ounce and silver fell 0.26
per cent at USD 15.67 an
ounce in New York Wednesday.
In the national capital,
gold of 99.9 per cent and
99.5 per cent purities rose
Rs 110 each to Rs 32,800
and Rs 32,650 per 10 grams,
respectively.

Mumbai, Jan. 9 (IANS): Yes
Bank will submit names of
the potential candidates
for its Managing Director
and Chief Executive post to
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Thursday.
The bank in a regulatory filing after its Board
meeting on Wednesday
said that it has finalised
the names which it will
disclose only after RBI’s
approval.
According to the bank,
the candidates were finalised on the basis of recommendations made by the
Search & Selection Committee (SSC) and the Nomination and Remuneration
Committee (NRC).
“As mandated under
the extant RBI norms, the
Bank’s Board will submit

K-1977

Registration No.1614/19

There has been widespread speculation on Yes
Bank Executive Director
Rajat Monga and for MD
and CEO of Max Life Insurance Rajesh Sud as being
the front-runners for the
post.
The SSC was set up
to find a successor to the
company’s MD and CEO
Rana Kapoor. It had been
mandated to evaluate both
internal and external can-

AFFIDAVIT

Date 05.01.19

I, Shri. Imchaba Imti Maken, presently residing at H.No.503 Lengrijan, in the district
Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as follows:
1.
That my son’s name is Master Chentiren Maken whereas in his Passport it is
inadvertently recorded as Master Chentiren Changkiri Maken.
2. That whereas in all his official and education documents it is recorded as
Master Chentiren Maken and not as Master Chentiren Changkiri Maken.
3. That, the statements made in the affidavit and those statement made in the
para 1, 2 & 3 are true to the best of my knowledge and those statements made
in the paragraph are facts as derived from the record and which are true.
DEPONENT

LOST NOTICE
I, Kekhrie-ü Rosy
Yhome D/o Lt.
Neikralie Yhome
have lost my
Indian Passport
No. E4430464
and I am applying
for a new one.
K-1979

Sworn before me by the deponent on this 5th day of January
2019.
Sentimenla

NOTARY PUBLIC

D-6378

didates and make suitable
recommendations to the
Board of Directors within
stipulated timelines for
RBI’s final approval.
In October, the RBI had
reaffirmed that a successor
to Yes Bank’s MD and CEO
Kapoor should be appointed by February 1, 2019.

Bhubaneswar, Jan. 9 (PTI):
The 15th Finance Commission Chairman N K Singh
Wednesday said the commission would submit its
report to the Centre by the
end of 2019.
This was revealed by
Singh while interacting
with the reporters here.
He said Odisha was the
16th state where the commission has so far visited
and interacted with stake
holders.
“I think, our work is
halfway through. The commission will visit eight more
states. We will be obliged to
submit our recommendations by end of this year,”
Singh said.
During his visit, Singh
said the commission members met and interacted
with different stake holders like state government,
political parties, members
of the three-tier panchayati
raj institutions, urban local
bodies and representatives
of the trade and commerce.

Trinity School Kohima
Teacher Post Vacancy
1. Maths/Science Teacher (PCM) :
B.Sc with B.Ed./D.El.Ed.
2. Computer Teacher : BCA with
B.Ed/D.El.Ed.
Interested Applicants can contact
Phone No. 8794536460, on or before 25th of Jan, 2019.
K-1980

AFFIDAVIT OF CORRECTION
I, SHRI RAVI DHOLI S/o LATE GOKUL DHOLI resident of house No-860-A, Near Ao
Church, Half Nagarjan- Kuda, Dimapur-797112, Nagaland.
That my date of birth in my Indian Passport No-H0847953 date as 13-10-1961,
PAN Card No.AQTPD8842L date as 16.11.1960 and Aadhar Card No.795858333085
date as 16.11.1960 and Driving License No.NL0119880000794 date as 16.07.1958
and Place of birth on Indian Passport as Shillong, Meghalaya have been entered
wrongfully which is not correct.
That my actual and correct Date of birth is 16.11.1958 and Place of Birth is at
Kitsubozou, Kohima previously known as Choto Bosti, Kohima-797001, Nagaland.
Sworn on 7th Jan 2019 before the Notary Public, Dimapur, Nagaland, Regd.
No-74/19
D-6379

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

CORRECTION
OF NAME
I, No.4371855K LNK
S. EANGSHAM KONYAK
son of SHAMPA
KONYAK of 1
ASSAM REGT, do
hereby solemnly affirm
that in some of my official
documents, my name
has been inadvertently
entered as EANGSHEM
KONYAK but my actual
name is S. EANGSHAM
KONYAK. That the names
EANGSHEM KONYAK
and S. EANGSHAM
KONYAK is the same and
one person only i.e. My
Name.

an application to the RBI
on January 10, 2019, seeking approval for the appointment of the new MD
& CEO of Yes Bank,” the
lender said in a regulatory
filing to the BSE.
“On receipt of the RBI
approval, the bank shall
duly make the requisite
disclosures to the stock
exchanges, in terms of
‘Regulation 30 of the Listing Regulations’.”

Finance
Commission to
submit report to
Centre by end of
2019 — Singh

ADVERTISEMENT

Dated Kohima the 9th Jan’ 2019

NO.ED/TRG/B.ED/1-11/2017-18::
Applications are hereby invited from eligible In Service Teachers willing to undergo B.ED study for the academic session of 2019-21 on the conditions laid down by the Govt. Vide order No. DSE/
EST/STUDY-LEAVE/1-47/2014(Pt) Dated, Kohima the 26th June’ 2016. Application
should be submitted in the prescribed format which is to be issued from the concern DEO/SDEO Offices to the Directorate of School Education, Kohima through
the concern DEO/SDEO enclosed with all the relevant documents and NOC from
the concern VEC/SMC/Principal/Headmaster on or before the 28th Feb’ 2019.
Preference of study centre/college should be mentioned/ indicated in the individual application. Henceforth, no further application will be entertained after
the last date of submission. DEO/SDEO are requested to collect the format from
Room No.2 of the Directorate Office, Kohima.
KG-3076

(WONTHUNGO TSOPOE)
Director

DP-538

Washington, Jan. 9 (PTI): India’s GDP
is expected to grow at 7.3 per cent in
the fiscal year 2018-19, and 7.5 per
cent in the following two years, the
World Bank has forecast, attributing
it to an upswing in consumption and
investment.
The bank said India will continue
to be the fastest growing major economy in the world.
China’s economic growth is projected to slow down to 6.2 each in
2019 and 2020 and 6 per cent in 2021,
according to the January 2019 Global
Economic Prospects report released
by the World Bank on Tuesday.
In 2018, the Chinese economy is
estimated to have grown by 6.5 per
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A Waiting Game

G

iven the situation he faces, the newly appointed
Reserve bank of India(RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das’s best option is to ensure that
there is no new pressure to generate more
activity in certain, especially short term job creating
sectors of the economy, by easing liquidity restrictions. It
would be an ideal solution for him if he does not have to
loosen the purse strings under official prodding, until after
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls are over. He will be seen as an
independent official who did not bend to pressures from
the top. The RBI too will recover some of its earlier glory as
a truly autonomous institution that did not yield to official
pressures even during election years. While the economy
shows signs of a slow recovery, with GDP rate of growth
not looking too bad at 7.2%, still among the fastest in the
world.
However, what is worrying is that the overall political/
economic situation is still far from improving for the ruling
NDA Government. The on-going two-day national strike
will certainly not strengthen economic performance, not
to improve industrial production or output. In fact it could
not have come at a worse time for either the ruling NDA
Government or for Mr. Das. While the opposition certainly
still holds the upper hand in the present situation, it
cannot be said that its gains have come through astute
coordination or planning of the bandh call. This initiative
comes mainly from the major Left Trade Unions,
supported strongly by the TU wings of the Congress and
other established trade unions.
The dates too were decided months ago, when the
present crisis between the Centre and the RBI authorities
had not developed. Experience shows that an average 30
per cent loss in terms of production and related activities
cannot be avoided. 2019 being an election year again,
ensures that neither the Centre nor the states, can afford
to be too harsh against the central Trade Unions and
thousands of their followers who have gone on strike. The
ruling BJP has just lost polls in five states, three of them in
Hindi-speaking areas. Given this kind of a backdrop with
growing dissonance between the Centre and the states,
coupled with a Congress recovery, the all-out opposition
of the Bengal Government to the 48-hour bandh should
please the NDA no end.
On the other hand the 48 hour disruption in the
economy and the resultant long terms effects that will call
for early corrective action by the Centre, will not make it
easy for Mr. Das to deliver. In case the team Modi-Shah
lose their nerve as they review the economic situation
in about a week’s time, the pressures on the RBI to act as
Santa Claus to the limping sectors of the economy can
only increase.
In this situation, Mr. Das’s cautious comments
outlining the long term dangers inherent in loan write-offs
and an easing of liquidity in the banking system can only
be seen as apt and inevitable. As with the NDA rulers, and
common citizens, he can only wait and watch the trend of
present developments------ but not for long.
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Our Welcoming God

BIBLE READ: ACTS 10:34–38
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

God does not show favoritism.

O

~ Acts 10:34

ur church meets in an old elementary school, one
that closed in 1958 rather than obey a US court order to integrate (the act of having African-American
students attend schools previously attended by only Caucasian students). The following year, the school reopened
and Elva, now a member of our church, was one of those
black students who were thrust into a white world. “I was
taken out of my safe community, with teachers who were
part of our life,” Elva recalls, “and placed in a scary environment in a class with only one other black student.”
Elva suffered because she was different, but she became a
woman of courage, faith, and forgiveness.
Her witness is profound because of how much evil
she endured at the hands of some members of a society
that denied the truth that every human being, regardless
of race or heritage, is loved by God. Some members of the
early church struggled with this same truth, believing that
certain people were, by birth, loved by God while others
were rejected. After receiving a divine vision, however, Peter stunned everyone who would listen with this astounding revelation: “I now realize how true it is that God does
not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one
who fears him and does what is right” (Acts 10:34–35).
God opens His arms wide to extend love to everyone.
May we do the same in His power.
Consider your neighborhood, your family, and your
social sphere. Where do you find a temptation to
exclude others? Why?

We’re tempted to push others away, but
God’s arms are open wide.

‘Woodland Buffers Help Maintain
Bird Communities in Forest Edges’

Likewise, small understory gleaning insectivores and
small mid-canopy sallying insectivores could be found
more under large shrub cover. Whereas, omnivores, frugivores and small mid-canopy gleaning insectivores such as
yellow-bellied warbler and velvet-fronted nuthatch didn’t
fare well with increasing shrub cover but preferred the forest areas. While oriental white-eye and common iora were
found more in the matrix.
Nectivores, granivores and large woodpeckers preferred areas with shrub cover whereas large high-canopy
and small mid-canopy sallying insectivores didn’t forage
in shrubby areas. Birds like the great slaty woodpecker,
greater yellownape, great hornbills, white-browed and
speckled piculet were found only in the forests.

Vrushal Pendharkar | IANS

W

oodlands in agricultural fields surrounding
a protected area maintain functionality of a
wintering bird community, according to a recent study.
Agriculture is usually considered to be harmful to biodiversity as it involves conversion of huge tracts of forests
into cultivation fields. Protected areas are formed to protect threatened species and conserve forests from land
conversions for developmental activities like agriculture.
However, there is also growing acknowledgement that
protected areas are not enclosed entities. The agricultural
matrix has the potential to supplement protected areas
as animals use areas inside wildlife parks as well as surrounding farms.
The agricultural matrix is a mosaic of managed landuse types (for example, farms and plantations) interspersed with natural and semi-natural habitats that vary
in their ability to support biodiversity. Its potential to
supplement protected areas is highly contextual though.
It depends on how various elements of the matrix are
composed (i.e., habitat type, structure of vegetation) and
spread out (i.e., distance from protected areas) and how
biodiversity navigates through them.
The structure of the vegetation determines the foraging areas and resources available to birds. It also provides
protection from predation. Along with this, the distance of
the matrix from protected areas also determines the presence and absence of bird species, as farther the distances
fewer the species. The study, by researchers from National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS) and Wildlife
Conservation Society India (WCS), finds how vegetation
structure and distance from protected area determines
the wintering bird community’s usage of woodlands
within agriculture fields around the Nongkhyllem Wildlife
Sanctuary in Meghalaya.
“The agricultural landscape can have an important
role to play in biodiversity conservation,” said Biang
Syiem, first author of the study and alumnus of masters
in wildlife biology programme run by NCBS. “Increasing
biodiversity-friendly land-use types, such as woodlands,
in the agricultural landscape can supplement protected
areas in conservation, especially relevant in places where
the expansion or establishment of new protected areas is
difficult.”

Influence of canopy cover in determining bird species
The researchers grouped different bird species into eleven
guilds based on their size, the areas they foraged in, diet
and the manner in which the birds foraged, which involved gleaning and sallying, used exclusively by insec-

Consider agricultural matrix and PAs together for
effective conservation plans

tivorous birds.
The guilds were classified as those of (1) insectivorous, (2) granivores, (3) omnivores, (4) frugivores, (5) large
high-canopy gleaning insectivores, (6) large understory
gleaning insectivores, (7) large high-canopy sallying insectivores, (8) small mid-canopy gleaning insectivores, (9)
small understory gleaning insectivores, (10) small midcanopy sallying insectivores and (11) large woodpeckers.
To assess the effects of vegetation and proximity to
protected areas on these guilds, the researchers counted
the bird species detected in the identified sites. They compared the areas used by different guilds inside the protected area to that in the neighbouring matrix. They also
compared the number of species detected in the protected area to those in the matrix.
The researchers found that the chances of detecting
granivorous and small understory gleaning insectivorous
birds decreased with more canopy cover. But increase in
canopy cover augmented the detection chances of large
high-canopy sallying insectivores, small mid-canopy sallying insectivores and large woodpeckers.
As areas with canopy cover increased, fewer granivores, omnivores, large high-canopy gleaning insectivores
and small understory gleaning insectivores were found
in them. In areas with bamboo too, fewer granivores and
omnivores frequented them. But small mid-canopy sallying insectivores did well under bamboo.

The researchers sampled across 100 sites that covered
both the protected areas and the agricultural matrix. They
recorded 94 species in these 100 sites. Out of the 94 species, 11 were found only in the protected areas and 20
were recorded only in the matrix, while 63 species used
both the areas.
“This assessment is likely to be conservative because
the core habitat still exists and if it was all converted to matrix habitat then it is likely other forest-dependent species
currently found in matrix habitat would be lost because
they would not be supported by adjacent core habitat,”
according to Peter Cale, manager and senior ecologist,
Australian Landscape Trust. “So matrix forests are not adequate in themselves to support the bird assemblage and
the authors clearly make this point,” said Cale, who was
not part of the study.
Of the 94 species, 49 used the the protected areas more
than the ones in the agricultural matrix while 45 preferred
the matrix more than the protected areas.
“The most interesting aspect of this study is the finding that use of matrix habitats by all bird guilds was high
and comparable to the protected area,” said Hari Sridhar,
a post-doctoral fellow at Centre for Ecological Sciences,
Indian Institute of Science. Sridhar was not part of the
study. “At the same time, the study also found that the species that made up the guilds were often different between
matrix and PA.”.
Such use of the areas could be due to wooded connections between the forests and the matrix, or due to the
birds’ preference for particular feeding areas.
In arrangement with Mongabay.com, a source for
environmental news reporting and analysis. The views
expressed in the article are those of Mongabay.com.
Feedback: gopi@mongabay.com

Renewable Energy: ‘Economic Moats’ to Drive Further Growth
ability of firms to create efficient businesses and display “good stewardship of capital” to access relatively inexpensive capital. This “cost advantage” through robust
operations that translates into a strong
balance sheet and allows companies to access capital at lower rates will be a significant driver of long-term strategic advantage in the renewable energy market.
Additionally, “cost advantage”, not just
through access to low-cost capital but also
through prudent balance sheet management, will be a significant driver in creating
“economic moats”. Prudent balance sheet
management here refers to capital structure decisions on the mix of debt and equity, as well as decisions regarding tenor and
nature of debt utilised to generate funding.
The ability of the businesses to anticipate interest rate cycles and the prudence
for a long-term outlook is vital to creating
the “cost advantage”. For instance, with interest rates at the relatively low-end of the
range and global interest rates creeping
higher, the decision to borrow paying fixed
interest rates as opposed to floating interest rates can create structural advantages
for business as interest rates start inching
higher. Such “cost advantages” that both
allow access to low-cost capital and assist
in a well-hedged capital structure is an
area that businesses most focus on.
The third pillar is the “network effect”.

Taponeel Mukherjee | IANS

T

he renewable energy sector in India has been dynamic in the last
two decades, and especially over
the last few years, with ambitious
targets. That said, recent bottlenecks the
sector has faced suggest that businesses
in the sector require to focus on creating “economic moats” to enable the next
phase of growth.
The term “economic moat”, as defined
by Morningstar, is “a structural business
characteristic that allows a firm to generate excess economic returns for an extended period”. It is vital that firms in the
renewable energy sector that want to be
profitable and deliver investment returns
in the long run continually reassess their
business models from a financial viability
perspective.
The first pillar of creating an “economic moat” is through efficient scale. Building
moats through this pillar are already in the
works in the Indian renewable energy sector. In a highly price-competitive market
where tariff rates have nosedived, consolidation through mergers and acquisitions
to create operational efficiencies is a step
in the right direction.
The second pillar is “cost advantages”.
While selling a commoditised product,
“cost advantages” will accrue through the
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This is a strategy that traditional energy
companies have used extensively. In common parlance, “network effect” can be
looked at as vertical integration. The ability
to create a business that not only engages
in production but also in transmission and
distribution has helped create sustainable
“economic moats” for several of the large
energy companies.
In India, we have seen some renewable energy developers consider investing in transmission assets. This is the correct thing to do. Creating “network effect”
through adding transmission businesses
to their kitty is complex but might be essential for renewable energy players to
both create sustainable “economic moats”
and expedite renewable energy usage.
A significant issue that renewable energy developers have faced in the past is
the lack of transmission asset infrastructure to evacuate energy from production
sites. As mentioned, an integrated transmission and production business is far
more complicated, but given the needs,
large players will have to look at adding
expertise and capacity to create the transmission infrastructure to push ahead with
higher production capacity.
Apart from looking at transmission
assets, they must also actively pursue opportunities in the energy storage space.
While this area has received significant at-

tention, going forward, as storage technology evolves and costs decline, the ability to
create integrated energy storage and development businesses might separate the
wheat from the chaff.
Significant variation in business models can be created through the integration
of both centralised storage as well as eventually creating large platforms that enable
decentralised storage at a consumer level.
Businesses that will be able to both finance and operate successfully integrated
storage businesses within the larger energy development platforms might end up
being the long-run winners.
Renewable energy businesses in India
have witnessed unprecedented growth in
the last decade. Rapidly declining tariffs
and substantial fund-raising by developers have been the hallmark of the industry.
Going forward, business model innovation to create structural advantages will
help it both tide over issues such as lack
of transmission infrastructure as well as
create sustainable economic models that
can deliver long-term value for the rapidly
growing energy consumer base.
Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development
Tracks, an infrastructure advisory
firm. The views expressed are personal.
He can be contacted him at taponeel.
mukherjee@development-tracks.com or
@Taponeel on Twitter
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The Separateness of Nagas from the Purview of the Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019

T

he Citizenship Amendment Bill
of 2019 is an Act of law passed by
the Indian Parliament to give Indian citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians
who had fled to India from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh in previous
years. But in this context, as for any Naga
Christians fleeing from Pakistan into Indian Territory, the matter does not exist
at all. This is because Nagas have never

E

lived as Christians or animists in Pakistan
or any of these neighbouring countries at
any time. As for Naga Hindus, Buddhist,
Sikhs, Jains or Parsis fleeing into India
from Pakistan or anywhere else, the matter is again an absurdity as there has never
been any Naga Hindu or Parsi etc in the
records of any Asian or world history.
The Citizenship Amendment Bill of
2019 is therefore, an Indian government
bill that has nothing to do with any inde-

pendent Naga who is standing firmly on
the foundations of Naga political history
geography and rights. This is also precisely why the Naga National Council (NNC)
raised the Naga flag on 14th August 1947
and Nagas also did not participate in the
first and second Indian General Elections in 1952 and 1957. These actions
were undertaken by the NNC in order to
safeguard Naga national identity and territory. Let these facts remain very clear in

every Naga conscience that, in as much
as we are not Indians, we also neither
belonged to any Indian religion like Hinduism or any of its multifarious offshoots
like Sikhism, Jainism or any other religions like Buddhism or Parsi. However if
any Nagas compromises on these historical facts, then they will find themselves
entangled (or even get lost), in the affairs
of a foreign country like India.
Kaka D Iralu

Dust Kills; Road Construction Hazards

veryone is concerned about one’s health but
no one seems to care about prevention. One issue of concern is our horrible dusty roads. It is
so unfortunate that even after more than fiftysix years of Statehood with thirteen governments that
had ruled such a tiny State with a scanty population yet
ninety percent of the villages are without proper roads.
This is the iceberg of underdevelopment and the tip of
it is the caption in the middle of capital town that reads,
“Kohima is the Mirror of Nagaland”. What a tragedy and
the mirror say it all as to how developed our State is!
The result of unattended road is dust in the dry season and mud in the rainy season which the people are
made to suffer eternally. The other menace is new road
constructions. As per DPR for any new construction
of roads, a contractor obtains clearance from the Forest and Environment Ministry to ensure that health

hazards and environmental damages are prevented.
Accordingly during constructions a contractor is to
see to it that not only the old road is to be maintained
for uninterrupted flow of traffic but also watering has
to be done minimum twice a day-morning and afternoon during dry season to control the dust. These are
not being done and as a result both travelers and the
commuters along the ongoing constructions are made
to fend for themselves in the horribly polluted air.
Dust has the potential to kill and can cause threatening
disease in the lungs and asthma problems when dusty
air is breathed in over a long period of time. We must all
rise up to the occasion to prevent further damage to the
health of the people. We need development but development cannot be at the cost of people’s health. Development is for people and not people for development.
The Highway authorities, (R&B) PWD and Pollution Con-

trol Board, if such a board is there, must urgently apprise
the concern road contractors to see that the dusty portions of the ongoing road constructions must water as per
prescribed construction norm. If none of these concern
departments wake up then the public must rise up to the
occasion to put things in place before we all become victims of the dusty roads. Thousands in Nagaland are already victims of the perennial dust who are suffering from
dust related cold, cough and running nose the year round.
It is not a big deal for the Contractor because amount for
maintenance of the old road and watering are all part of
the contract. If the public do not assert our right to clean
and uninterrupted journey, the contractor will be profiting at the expense of the public. I hope the concern authorities will come in on an urgent manner in the interest
of the travelers and the commuters.
Jonas Yanthan

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.
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Fact check: How Many People Are Enslaved in the World Today?
Each iteration of the Global Slavery Index and International Labor Organization
figures reflected changes in their methods.
Although these changes often reflected
stronger methodologies, the changing estimates invited criticism.

Monti Datta |The Conversation

M

odern slavery is a crime against
humanity. Although some types
of enslavement, like sex trafficking, are widely known, others
hide in plain sight. Enslavement happens
in many industries – including restaurants,
domestic work, electronics, construction,
textiles, steel and seafood.
But exactly how many people live in slavery today? Whether it’s measuring modern
slavery in the U.S. or across the globe, there
are different, inconsistent, estimates.
As someone who researches modern
slavery, I know that calculating its prevalence is like finding a needle in a haystack.
A valid figure is elusive – and yet essential for
better policies to free enslaved persons and
help them make the difficult transition to
liberation.

Defining modern slavery
Definitions of modern slavery have shifted
over time.
In 1926, the League of Nations defined
slavery as the “status or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised.” The U.N. broadened this definition
in 1956 to include forced marriage and more
protections for women’s rights.
Things changed again in 2000. The U.N.
introduced the term “trafficking in persons”
and omitted references of forced marriage
from the widely adopted Palermo Protocol.

In 2017, the National Human Trafficking Hotline documented 8,524 cases of human
trafficking in the US

But by 2013, the U.N. General Assembly
recognized forced marriage as a form of enslavement.
Definitions matter because they influence how the public and policymakers interpret the issue. In a court of law, for instance,
the term “human trafficking” might be more
persuasive to jurors than a term like “slavery.”
For researchers, nuances also matter
when it comes to estimating the number
of people enslaved. Some organizations include forced marriage in their estimates of
modern slavery; others do not.
Still others disagree about when harsh
labor conditions merit the label “enslavement.” The International Labor Organization has said, “Not all children who are exposed to hazardous work are ‘slaves,’ and
not all workers who don’t receive a fair wage
are forced.”
Among published estimates of forced
marriage, the numbers are staggering. Based
on its calculations, UNICEF estimates that
approximately 650 million girls and women
alive today were married before their 18th
birthday.

that track this sort of data – often competing
for the same funding or prestige – would seldom share their data.
This lack of cooperation explains how independent organizations may come up with
different estimates.
For example, in 2005, the International
Labor Organization estimated that 12.3 million persons were enslaved. Then, in 2012,
it adjusted this figure to 21 million persons.
The International Labor Organization has
rarely published country-level results, instead focusing on regional figures.
In a desire to generate country-level estimates, the Walk Free Foundation launched
The Global Slavery Index in 2013. The first
index estimated 29.8 million persons enslaved. But this was later updated to 35.8
million, and then 45.8 million.

Global estimates
Through new partnerships, more nonprofit
organizations and countries are beginning
to meet and share their data. Walk Free, the
International Labor Organization and dozens of other state and nonstate actors came
together in 2016 to form Alliance 8.7. In 2017,
the coalition jointly estimated there were
some 40 million people enslaved worldwide.
However, scholars from the outside don’t
have access to the coalition’s raw data. This
makes a critical analysis of the methodology
a challenge.
Alliance 8.7 also held a conference in
October of this year that established clearer
guidelines on how to measure instances of
enslavement.
Prior to this, researchers did not always
agree on when a moment of enslavement
should be counted. For example, a researcher might interview respondents about their
prior experiences of forced labor. During
that interview, a respondent might say that
he had been a victim of forced labor in 1997.
Should that be counted at the time of the
survey or not counted since it happened so
long ago?
Scholars are also getting more involved
and applying novel estimation techniques
that are cost-effective. There are also new
data resources – like the Gallup World Poll,
which now includes questions about modern slavery in its surveys in some developing
countries. These surveys are based on random sample surveys – some of the best data
collection methods around.
A valid estimate of slavery and trafficking
worldwide remains the holy grail of modern slavery studies. The public may never
know the true number of persons enslaved
today, because modern slavery is a hidden
crime. But more precise estimates can begin
to shed more light on who is enslaved and
where. If the public doesn’t know who today’s enslaved are and where they are, their
presence will remain invisible.
Monti Datta is an associate professor of
political science at the University
of Richmond

Slavery in the US today
Researchers have struggled to estimate the
number of people enslaved within the U.S.
For over a decade, Polaris has operated
a hotline for any tips related to trafficking within America’s borders. In 2017, they
documented 8,524 human trafficking cases,
mostly in California, Texas, Florida, New
York, Michigan, Georgia, Pennsylvania and
Nevada. Sex trafficking was the most common type of enslavement reported.
These hotline data are useful because
they detail more of where and who is trafficked in America today. But the figures are
not from a national survey. Anyone can call
and report a tip. So, after a movie like “Taken,” there may be a spike in tips about sex
trafficking from an anxious public.
In 2004, the U.S. State Department reported that, at any given moment, there
were 14,500 to 17,500 people trafficked in
the U.S. But this research could not be replicated and verified.
Some organizations suggest there could
be upwards of 100,000 youth at risk for trafficking in the U.S. at any moment, but the
National Academies of Sciences has debunked this.
Backing away from national figures, other researchers have begun to focus on trafficking hotspots, like along the U.S.-Mexico
border. In one detailed study of 641 homeless youth and human trafficking in the U.S.,
more than 14 percent had been trafficked for
sex. Another 8 percent had been trafficked
for other types of forced labor.
Inconsistent data
For a long time, global and regional players

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION
ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A temporary upset
with a partner might distract you so you can’t
function as effectively as you normally do.
Don’t let your anger get the best of you. The
situation is probably due to a lack of communication, and
could be cleared up with explanations, understanding,
and an agreement as to how similar situations should be
handled. By the end of the day, all should be well again.
TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Unexpected responsibilities could interfere with plans to take
a trip of some sort. Someone might need your
help, and you may well have to put your own
activities on hold for a while. This could be frustrating,
Taurus. It only delays whatever you’re doing but doesn’t
stop it. Take care of whatever you need to do and then
continue with your plans. You will feel better if you do.
GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): An unexpected
development might interfere with your plans
to attend a social event, group activity, or gettogether with your partner. This isn’t going to sit
well with those you’ve been planning to meet, Gemini. It’s
going to be frustrating for you, too, but it has to be done.
It’s best if you just postpone your plans and take care of
business. Your friends will forgive you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Unexpected visitors
CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Arrangements for
might throw you into a dither. You could pana get-together you’re planning to host could
ic over how to dress, what to say, and what to
go awry, with everything turned upside down
serve. Don’t make yourself crazy, Libra. Follow
and nothing happening the way you planned.
your
heart
and go with the flow. Spontaneity is the best
This isn’t going to halt your plans, Cancer, but it’s going to
require more effort to get things back on track and make it policy. Your guests will enjoy yourselves more if you worry
happen. This is going to be exasperating for you, but don’t less about being the perfect host. Just have fun.
waste time moaning about it. Get busy and take care of
SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some rather
business.
disconcerting information may come to light
LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your usually abundant
today. This could throw you into a daze, as it
energy may experience a sudden setback toisn’t anything that you expected. This isn’t
day, Leo. Work pressure could create stress that necessarily bad news, Scorpio. In fact, it might be great
leaves you feeling exhausted and out of sorts. news, but it may be something you never expected in a
This will pass. You should be strong and healthy and so million years. Work through the shock and try to view it
able to overcome it quickly. It’s going to drive you crazy to from all sides.
not feel as active as you usually are. Relax and spend a day
SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Even
resting. It won’t hurt you in the long run.
though everything is going well for you, SagitVIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A trip through exclutarius, a sudden upset of some kind, probably
sive boutiques or antique shops might have you
involving money, could throw you into a mothrowing financial caution to the wind and buy- mentary panic. You may wonder if your good fortune is
ing luxury items you hadn’t planned for. This is going to end as quickly as it began. This probably isn’t
all right - up to a point. Take care not to buy more than you the case. The situation is temporary. With a little effort,
can use. Don’t go to the opposite extreme and be too mi- you should be able to straighten everything out and put
serly either. You’ve worked hard and deserve a treat or two. yourself back on track.
The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Upsets regarding your career or the activities that take up most
of your time are likely to negatively affect your
self-confidence. Don’t fall into this trap, Capricorn. The forces are beyond your control and the situation
doesn’t reflect any shortcomings on your part. You might
have to put in some effort to straighten things out and return
to normal. It’s a pain, but you’d best do it without delay.
AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): New scientific or
archaeological discoveries could temporarily
shake your faith in your spiritual path, Aquarius.
You may suddenly doubt something you’ve always accepted. This could propel you to study, primarily to
reaffirm your faith. You’re likely to find that your discoveries
don’t invalidate your ideas, but actually confirm them. Write
down your ideas so you can put things in proper perspective.
PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might not be
able to accomplish what you’d hoped today, Pisces. Some minor but irritating conflicts could
occur within a group. You might find this exasperating, as petty squabbles interfere with reaching the
group’s objectives. You could be called on to use your intuition and sensitivity to spread oil on troubled waters. Be
direct, fair, and clear, and try not to let your irritation show.
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‘Chowkidar’ will be ever alert,
Trinamool expels MP
keep catching thieves— Modi
Soumitra Khan; joins BJP

PTI

Former Trinamool Congress Lok Sabha MP Soumitra Khan (second from right) from West Bengal with Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
and other BJP leaders after joining BJP at Party Headquarters, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Kolkata, Jan. 9 (IANS): West Bengal’s ruling Trinamool Congress on
Wednesday expelled two of their
MPs for their alleged involvement in
various controversies and anti-party
activities, a senior party leader said.
Among the two expelled leaders,
Soumitra Khan, the MP of Bankura
district’s Bishnupur Lok Sabha constituency, joined BJP earlier in the
day. The other leader Anupam Hazra
represents Birbhum district’s Bolpur
constituency.
“Soumitra Khan got involved in
several controversies in the last one
year. He did not have any connection
with the party. We have repeatedly
cautioned him and gave him a lot of
time but things did not change. So he
has been removed from the party,”

said Trinamool Congress Secretary
General Partha Chatterjee.
“On the other hand, Anupam
Hazra is involved in more heinous
activities. He has made a number of
controversial statements on the social
media and done certain things which
are not in line with party’s culture. He
has also been expelled,” he said.
Khan, who was inducted in the
saffron party in New Delhi in the afternoon following his meeting with BJP
President Amit Shah, claimed he has
left Trinamool as there is no democracy in Bengal.
Taking a swipe at West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and
her nephew and party MP Abhishek
Banerjee, Khan said it is not possible
that only a certain family from south

Kolkata will reign in Bengal.
“There is no democracy in Bengal.
I have repeatedly told the party that
we should respect common people
but that did not happen. Election is
going on in the entire country, but
not a single blast took place anywhere
(outside Bengal). They (Trinamool)
are snatching away people’s voting
rights and giving away the funds received from the Central government.
West Bengal cannot be run this way,”
he said.
“Who is Abhishek Banerjee to
decide whether I would get the ticket
in 2019 elections from the party? I am
a people’s representative. People will
decide if I am eligible or not. A single
family from south Kolkata should not
be allowed to rule Bengal,” he added.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Iran releases 15 Indian fishermen
Bengaluru, Jan. 9 (PTI): Fifteen fishermen from Uttara
Kannada district have been
released by Iranian authorities after they had illegally
entered their country five
months ago, according to a
top district official.
“We are happy that fifteen fishermen from Uttara
Kannada were released on
Tuesday. Karnataka Chief
Minister and the district
administration had written
to the Union government.
Thereafter, a lot of effort
has transpired,” Uttara

Kannada Deputy Commissioner S S Nakul told PTI
over phone.
All the fishermen are
enroute to UAE on their
boats and later, based on
their convenience, they
would return to India, Nakul said.
Initially, the boat owners made efforts to get the
fishermen released, but it
was only after the intervention of the Indian Foreign
Affairs Ministry that the
Iranian government agreed
to release them.

The fishermen were detained since July 27 by the
Iranian government after
they had illegally entered
Kish Island in Iran, he said.
They were working on
three boats owned by a UAE
businessman, he added.
Soon after fifteen Indian
fishermen were detained
along with three other fishermen from Dubai, they
had posted a video through
WhatsApp to Karwar district administration, Nakul
said. The district administration then wrote a letter

to the Ministry of External
Affairs and requested Sushma Swaraj to take up the
matter, he said.
Nakul said the release of
the fishermen was delayed
because one of the three
Dubai-based fishermen
in the Iranian authorities
detention escaped from
the boat.
“As a punishment, the
Iranian authorities, sent
the other two Dubai-based
fishermen to jail and Indian
fishermen were detained in
the boats,” he said.

CBI Director Alok Verma rejoins office
New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): A day after
the Supreme Court reinstated Alok
Verma as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) Director with limited
powers, he resumed attending office
on Wednesday and reviewed the progress of various high profile cases.
Verma, who was sent on forced
leave on the night of October 23-24,
returned to work after almost twoand-a-half months.
At the CBI headquarters, Verma
was received by M. Nageswara Rao,
who was appointed to look after
Verma’s duties and functions.
Verma went directly to his cabin
on the 10th floor, which was closed
since the time he was divested of his
powers. Two CBI officials who were

transferred by Rao also arrived at the
agency headquarters to meet Verma.
According to a CBI source, Deputy
Superintendents of Police (DSP) A.K.
Bassi and Ashwani Kumar met Verma.
The source said he also met several other officials and reviewed the
progress of various high profile cases.
Verma, a 1979-batch IPS officer
of Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram
and Union Territories (AGMUT )
cadre, was Delhi Police Commissioner
before his appointment as CBI Director on February 1, 2017. His tenure
ends on January 31.
On Tuesday, the Supreme Court
reinstated Verma as the agency chief
by setting aside the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) and the Centre’s

decision to divest him of his powers to
function as its head but with a caveat
that he will not take any policy decision till a high-level committee goes
into the issue afresh.
While reinstating Verma, the top
court also junked the Centre’s order
appointing Rao as the interim Director.
The judgement climaxes a sixmonth-long battle between Verma
and Special Director Rakesh Asthana.
Both levelled corruption allegations
against each other. In October, matters came to a head when Verma
lodged an FIR against Asthana on a
complaint by Satish Sana Babu, the
alleged middleman in meat exporter
Moin Qureshi’s case.

Solapur (Maharashtra),
Jan. 9 (IANS): Kicking off
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Lok Sabha campaign in
Maharashtra, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday targeted the
Congress, accusing it of
corruption and warned
t h a t “t h i s C h ow k i d a r
(watchman) will never
sleep and continue to
catch thieves”.
“Should the ‘chowkidar’
go ahead courageously or
not? He never sleeps. However dark it may be, he goes
to catch thieves. It is your
blessings which gives him
the strength to do this and
he (chowkidar) will continue undeterred in the fight
against graft. He will make
them accountable for every paise belonging to the
country,” Modi thundered
at a public rally.
“Those who believed
that power was their ‘dynastic right’ are now in
the docks facing various
corruption charges, ranging from tax evasion to
commissions in defence
deals. Our government has
stopped all this. They are
panicky and trying to scare

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public gathering, in
Solapur on Wednesday.

me,” Modi said.
He said the recently deported James Christian
Michel had made many
“shocking revelations” and
according to media reports
he was also lobbying for
other companies’ fighter
jets.
“Now, we have to investigate how the Congress
is involved in all this. They
are spreading lies about me
and trying to scare me, but
this is Modi and he is made

Kerala hit badly on
second day of strike,
SBI branch vandalised
Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 9 (IANS): Normal life across
Kerala was badly hit on Wednesday as the two-day nationwide trade strike entered its second day, but by evening
more and more shops and establishments opened.
While by and large the two-day shutdown passed off
peacefully, on Wednesday morning a group of protesters
stormed into the cabin of a State Bank of India (SBI) manager here, located near Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s
office, and vandalized it.
The incident took place when CPI-M state Secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan came to the union office located
opposite to the bank.
“At around 10.15 a.m., some protesters stormed into
my cabin and asked if I did not know that today was a
protest day. I told them that although we are open, banking operations were not taking place. Then they threw the
computer and other properties on my table,” Manager
Santosh Karunakaran told the media here.
The bank has lodged a complaint with the police, who
have registered a case against 15 persons.
On Wednesday, more shops and establishments
opened their shutters on compared to Tuesday and by
evening even petrol pumps were functional.
Barring the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-backed trade
union BMS, all other unions supported the strike involving
several demands including raising the minimum wages
to Rs 18,000.
State-owned private buses and contract vehicles remained off the roads but pilgrims to the Sabarimala shrine
were allowed to proceed from all places on a limited scale.
More private vehicles plied across the state and by
evening more and more public vehicles started to ply.
While banks were shut, attendances in state and
central government offices marginally improved since
Tuesday.
But at the State Secretariat, attendance was below 10
per cent.
Like on Tuesday, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
his cabinet colleagues did not turn up at their offices.
All university examinations slated for Wednesday have
been postponed and educational institutions were closed.
Even though the tourism industry had sought exemption from shutdowns, popular tourist destination like
Alappuzha and Wayanad were badly affected as travellers
were unable to move from one place to another.
There were also reports of rail and road blockades from
several parts of the state.

Finance Ministry adopts e-mobility to cut costs, pollution
New Delhi, Jan 9 (IANS): In a
move aimed at reducing air pollution and carbon emissions,
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on
Wednesday launched the induction of 15 electric vehicles in the
Ministry which is likely to save
36,000 litres of fuel each year.
The Finance Ministry’s initiative, which follows e-mobility
efforts by other Central and state
government departments, is part
of an ambition to replace the government’s 5,00,000 conventional
internal combustion engine cars
with electric variants.
“The 15 electric vehicles, Mahindra e-Verito, has been taken
on lease at Rs 40,000 per month
per car for joint secretaries and
senior officials of the Department
of Economic Affairs (DEA). It will
save 36,000 litres of fuel each
year,” a Finance Ministry official
said.
Further, four fast charging
points (DC chargers) and 24 slow
charging points (AC chargers)
have been installed at the North
Block for charging these vehicles.
While the DC charger takes 90
minutes, AC charger takes 6 hours
to fully charge the car battery. The
DEA has signed an agreement

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley flags off an e-vehicle during its launch outside Finance Ministry, in New Delhi on
Wednesday.

with Energy Efficiency Services
Ltd (EESL), a joint venture of public sector units under the Ministry
of Power, for deployment of the 15
electric vehicles. Other departments in the Ministry are likely to
adopt e-mobility soon.
“With the induction of these
15 vehicles being provided on
lease basis for a period of 5 years,
DEA is expected to save over

36,000 litres of fuel every year
besides leading to reduction of
over 440 tonnes of CO2 annually,” the Finance Ministry said in
a statement.
The country spends Rs 7 lakh
crore on importing crude oil each
year. Apart from contributing to
high pollution, it is a big problem
for the local economy. E-mobility
will reduce greenhouse gas emis-
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sions from the transport sector
and reduce pollution level in
cities.
“With this development, the
DEA begins its transition towards
a reduced carbon footprint and
a more environmentally sustainable future. It marks its participation in India’s e-mobility goal of
30 per cent fleet electrification by
2030,” the Ministry said.

With this development, the
DEA marks its participation in
India’s e-mobility goal of 30 per
cent fleet electrification by 2030.
It has also issued an office memorandum for all the government
offices in Delhi to switch over to
electric vehicles (EVs).
Asserting e-mobility as a sustainable solution to mitigate climate change and threat to public
health caused by vehicular emission, Jaitley said that EVs have the
potential to boost India’s growth
by enhancing manufacturing,
job creation and technical capabilities.
Power Minister R.K. Singh,
who jointly flagged off the EVs,
said that the government is promoting e-mobility by taking a
lead in changing its fleet of cars
with electric cars and at the same
time creating the Right Policy
Framework enabling this ecosystem.
The maintenance and operating costs of these vehicles, which
are automatic and fully air-conditioned with zero emission, is almost one fourth in comparison to
an internal combustion engine.
The only limitation is it can run
120 kms in one full charge.

PTI

of different material altogether,” Modi said, appealing for public support to his
war against corruption.
Earlier, he said that
the upper castes quota bill
passed by the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday was a “historic
decision” and a slap on the
face of those spreading lies
and indulging in ‘minority
quota politics.’
“Lies were being spread
that the reservations available to Dalits, tribals and

OBCs were sought to be
removed... by those playing
‘minority quota politics’.
But we have ensured that
none of these are disturbed
and given an additional
10 percent. This is a fitting
reply to those spreading
canards,” said Modi.
Modi also discussed at
length the various achievements and development
initiatives of the BJP government in the past four
years as compared to the
“previous (UPA) government which was remotecontrolled” and hence its
decisions remained merely
on paper.
Arriving in Solapur on
Wednesday, he laid the
foundation stones for a
30,000 unit housing project
for the poor and a combined project to improve
water supply and sanitation under the Area Based
Development of Solapur
Smart City, inaugurated a
58-km long stretch of the
National Highway No 52
linking Solapur-TuljapurOsmanabad and unveiled
an underground sewerage
system and three sewage
treatment plants.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Delhi HC to examine MoD’s plea
in AgustaWestland case
New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): The Delhi High Court
Wednesday agreed to examine a plea by the Union
government seeking to restrain Anglo-Italian firm
AgustaWestland from continuing with the arbitration
process initiated by it in the wake of scrapping of
contracts for supply of 12 VVIP choppers to the
Indian Air Force. The Centre said the arbitration
proceedings cannot continue as several criminal
cases were pending against AgustaWestland and
recently British national Christian Michel James, an
alleged middleman in the deal, has been extradited
from Dubai and is lodged in Tihar jail. Justice Prathiba
M Singh issued notice to AgustaWestland on the
plea filed by the Ministry of Defence and asked the
company to file its reply within three weeks. The high
court, however, said that at this stage, no injunction
order can be passed as it has not seen the arbitral
record and none of the orders passed by the arbitral
tribunal has been placed before it. The matter has been
posted for next hearing on February 28.

NCW to send notice to Rahul
over remark on Sitharaman
New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): The National Commission
for Women (NCW) will be sending notice to Congress
President Rahul Gandhi on Thursday over his
recent remark on Union Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.“We will send a letter to Rahul Gandhi
tomorrow morning asking him to clarify on what
grounds he made such a remark. As a politician
he cannot make such a statement that shows
a misogynistic attitude,” Rekha Sharma, NCW
Chairperson told IANS. “What is Rahul Gandhii trying
to imply with his misogynistic statement: “ek mahila
say kaha meri raksha kiijiye”? Does he think women
are weak? The irony is calling an accomplished defence
minister of the largest democracy a weak person,”
Sharma tweeted. Gandhi on Wednesday while
addressing a rally at Jaipur, Rajasthan said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi got a woman to defend him in
Parliament on Rafale fighter jet deal. He was referring
to Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s speech in
Lok Sabha last week.

Delhi HC dismisses plea to
remove Arvind Kejriwal as CM

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday dismissed a plea seeking removal of AAP
leader Arvind Kejriwal as chief minister of the national
capital as he was facing prosecution in a criminal case.
A bench of Chief Justice Rajendra Menon and Justice
V K Rao said prosecution was still pending in the case
and elected authorities cannot be removed like this.
“Prosecution is still going on. He may get acquitted.
What will you do then? Come after he is convicted,”
the bench said.“Nothing doing, dismissed,” it said.
The court was hearing a petition by Harinath Ram,
an advocate, seeking direction to the Lieutenant
Governor for immediate removal of Kejriwal and
other ministers named as accused in a criminal case
relating to assault of the then Delhi Chief Secretary
Anshu Prakash.

Modi to function from makeshift
PMO at Ramlila Maidan for 2 days
New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will function from the makeshift PMO at Ramlila
Maidan in the national capital when the BJP holds
its two-day National Council on January 11 and 12.
“As Prime Minister will remain present on both the
days of national council meeting, a temporary Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) is being setup at the venue
from where he may attend his routine work,” Delhi
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) co-incharge Tarun Chugh
said. The temporary office will have all the facilities
as required for the PMO. He also said that another
temporary office for party national president Amit
Shah is also being setup. “Wi-Fi connectivity will
be available in entire area. Not only this, separate
lounge has been setup for the Chief Ministers and
Deputy Chief Minister of the BJP ruled states,” Chugh
said. Besides Chugh, Bharatiya Janata Party national
general secretaries Anil Jain, P. Murlidhar Rao, Delhi
BJP general secretaries Rajesh Bhatia, Kuljeet Singh
Chahal, Ravinder Gupta inspected the preparations
being made for the meeting.
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Trump demands USD 5.7 bn. funding for US-Mexico
border wall to end growing humanitarian crisis
Washington, Jan. 9 (PTI): President Donald Trump Wednesday
asked the Democrats to allocate
a whopping USD 5.7 billion
funding for his controversial
US-Mexico border wall plan to
halt a “growing humanitarian
and security crisis” and cited
the cold-blooded murder of an
Indian-origin police officer by
an illegal immigrant to implement his signature campaign
promise.
Trump’s remarks during
in his maiden prime-time address to the nation from the
Oval Office came amid a partial
government shutdown that is
days away from becoming the
longest in US history.
In his eight-minute address
carried live by all the major US
television networks, Trump
said the federal government
remained shut because of the
Democrats and sought to pressure on them to agree to his
request for funding for the wall
as a condition of ending the 18day government shutdown that
has crippled many offices.
Trump said illegal immigrants and drugs flowing across
the porous southern border
with Mexico posed a serious
threat to American safety.
He also tried to ramp up
support among Republicans
who are getting nervous about
government workers and others

who are feeling the pain of the
shutdown.
“This is a humanitarian crisis. A crisis of the heart, and a
crisis of the soul,” Trump said in
his eight-minute address.
Noting that America proudly welcomes millions of lawful
immigrants who enrich the
American society and contribute to the nation, he said all
Americans are hurt by uncontrolled, illegal migration.
Funding for a border wall
has been the main sticking
point in negotiations with Democrats to reopen parts of the
federal government.
A wall along the US-Mexico
border was one of Trump’s signature campaign promises.
Trump wants USD 5.7 billion
to build the wall, even though
he said repeatedly during his
campaign that he would make
Mexico pay for the structure.
The Democrats are refusing
to allocate the money, arguing
that a wall would be costly and
ineffective. Mexico has rejected
Trump’s demand to pay for the
border wall.
The standoff triggered a partial government shutdown on
December 22, shuttering nine
federal departments and several
smaller agencies and forcing
some 800,000 workers to go on
unpaid leave or work without
pay. The shutdown will enter its

May faces fresh obstacles
in pushing Brexit plan
through Commons
London, Jan. 9 (IANS): UK Prime Minister Theresa May
was facing an increasingly uphill struggle in her bid to
push her government’s Brexit plan through Parliament
on Wednesday as opposition lawmakers pushed for
amendments to minimize the chances of a no-deal in
case her deal gets voted down.
May, leader of the Conservative Party minority
government, took part in a second day of debate in
the House of Commons, the UK’s lower chamber of
lawmaking, since proceedings recommenced in the
new year almost a month after an initial parliamentary
vote on the topic was postponed at the last minute to
avoid an almost certain flop.
Dominic Grieve, a pro-European Tory MP, lodged
an amendment for debate on Wednesday that, if successful, would force May to reveal a plan B for Brexit
within three days if her current deal fails when it is
put to a re-scheduled vote on January 15, Efe news reported.
It followed a similar measure tabled late on Tuesday
by opposition Labour Party backbencher Yvette Cooper
which sought to limit the government’s ability to use
taxpayer money in case of a no-deal Brexit.
The cross-party moves against the government
were an effort to prevent May from using the threat of
a no-deal Brexit, whereby the UK would crash out of
the bloc with no future framework in place, as leverage
to wind down the clock and convince MPs to back her
plan, which she has presented as the only option available. The UK is due to leave the EU on March 29, exactly
two years after May enacted Article 50 of the Lisbon
Treaty to officially notify the European Commission
of the UK’s decision to leave following a referendum in
2016. Senior Labour officials, under the leadership of
Jeremy Corbyn, have advocated a fresh general election
in order to secure a better deal with the EU.
The EU has consistently said the package, which
was agreed upon after two years of talks, was not up for
re-negotiation. Adding to May’s woes was the Democratic Unionist Party, a right-wing regional platform
from Northern Ireland that props up the Prime Minister’s executive, which has threatened to shoot down
the plan unless it gets further clarifications on the terms
and conditions of the Irish backstop.
The backstop would act as an insurance policy
to maintain an open border between the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland in the event of a no deal.
The pro-British DUP, however, has objected to the
hypothetical situation that Belfast could, therefore, be
held in regulatory alignment with Dublin rather than
London.
All negotiating parties have expressed their desire
to avoid the need for such a backstop.
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File photo: In this Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018 photo, a man passes a Mexican migrant baby to her mother after they jump the
border fence to get to the U.S. side to San Diego, from Tijuana, Mexico.

19th day Wednesday, making it
the second-longest in history
after the 21-day shutdown in
1995 96.
Trump in the past few days
had threatened to declare a
national emergency over the
issues that would have allowed
him to start building the wall
with military funds without
congressional authorisation.

But in Wednesday’s address
he stopped short of declaring a
national emergency.
Making a strong pitch for
the wall, Trump said the federal
government remained shut because of Democrats.
In his address, Trump described Indian-origin policeman Ronil “Ron” Singh, who
was recently killed in California,

as an “American hero”. He said
America’s heart broke the day
the young officer was “savagely
murdered” in cold blood by an
“illegal alien”.
Corporal Singh, 33, of the
Newman Police Department
was shot and killed during a
traffic stop on December 26 allegedly by an illegal immigrant.
Singh, a native of Fiji, joined

exceeds USD 500 billion a year,
vastly more than the USD 5.7
billion we have requested from
Congress,” Trump said.
The Democrats immediately dismissed Trump’s assertion
on border security and accused
the president of holding the nation hostage to a partial government shutdown for more than a
fortnight now.
“Much of what we have
heard from President Trump
throughout this senseless shutdown has been full of misinformation and even malice.
The President has chosen fear,”
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said in the Democratic address
to the nation immediately after
Trump’s address.
“President Trump has chosen to hold hostage critical
services for the health, safety
and well-being of the American people and withhold the
paychecks of 800,000 innocent
workers across the nation many
of them veterans,” she alleged.
Senate Minority Leader Senator Chuck Schumer said the
American democracy doesn’t
work the way Trump wants.
“We don’t govern by temper
tantrum. No president should
pound the table and demand
he gets his way or else the government shuts down, hurting
millions of Americans who are
treated as leverage,” he said.

UN asks Australia to consider Saudi teen for ‘refugee resettlement’
Bangkok, Jan. 9 (PTI/AFP): The
UN has said an 18-year-old Saudi
woman who fled her family is a
legitimate refugee and has asked
Australia to resettle her, Canberra
said Wednesday, as the Twitter-led
campaign to grant her asylum
edged towards resolution.
Rahaf Mohammed al-Qunun
was stopped by authorities at
Bangkok’s main airport as she
arrived on a flight from Kuwait at
the weekend after running away
from her family, who she says
subjected her to physical and
psychological abuse.
Thailand initially said it would
deport her at the request of Saudi
embassy officials, barring her
from travelling on to Australia
where Qunun said she had intended to claim asylum.
But armed with a phone, she
barricaded herself into an airside

hotel room and fought back -live-tweeting her fears of deportation in a campaign that swiftly
galvanised international support
and prompted a sharp U-turn by
Thai officials.
Qunun is now in the care of
the UN’s refugee agency in Bangkok, which is processing her case.
“The UNHCR has referred Ms
Rahaf Mohammed Al-Qunun to
Australia for consideration for
refugee resettlement,” Australia’s
Department of Home Affairs
confirmed in a statement. The department said it would “consider
this referral in the usual way, as it
does with all UNHCR referrals”.
Australian officials have
strongly hinted that Qunun’s request will be accepted.
“If she is found to be a refugee,
then we will give very, very, very
serious consideration to a hu-

manitarian visa,” health minister
Greg Hunt had said before the UN
determination was public.
Qunun’s desperate tweets
ricocheted across social media
with the #SaveRahaf hashtag
drawing an outpouring of support but also the bile of some
hardliners in her native country.
She only joined the social media
site at the start of this month but
has quickly racked up more than
100,000 followers.
Phil Robertson of Human
Rights Watch said Qunun had
renounced Islam, which puts her
at “serious risk” of prosecution in
Saudi Arabia.
Her father and brother arrived in Bangkok on Tuesday, but
Qunun “refused to see” them,
according to Thai immigration
police chief Surachate Hakparn,
who has been caught up in the

international firestorm since
Qunun’s arrival.
The father met with the UNHCR Wednesday morning and
spoke with Surachate in the afternoon for an hour, the immigration head said at a press
conference.
He denied abusing or threatening her, and told Surachate that
Qunun had “freedom”.
“He wants to take his daughter back home, her mother fell
sick after hearing her daughter
ran away,” Surachate said.
Qunun’s father told the UNHCR about his objections to her
fleeing and would remain in Thailand until a decision was made,
Surachate said, adding that this
might come on Thursday. A UNHCR representative told AFP “the
process is still ongoing”.
On Sunday Qunun told AFP

her family was “abusive” and
once locked her in a room for six
months just for cutting her hair.
Fleeing them while travelling
in Kuwait throws her into conflict
with Saudi Arabia’s “guardianship” system, which allows male
family members to make decisions on behalf of female relatives,
she said. That makes it “100 percent” certain she would be killed
by her family if she was returned
to Saudi, she added.
Footage released by Thai immigration shows Abdulilah alShouaibi, Saudi embassy charge
d’affaires in Bangkok, complaining in a meeting Tuesday with Surachate that Qunun’s smartphone
should have been confiscated.
“When she arrived, she open
a new (Twitter) account and her
followers grew to 45,000 in one
day,” he said in Arabic.

Pompeo meets Iraq officials on N Korea’s Kim ends Beijing
visit as Trump summit looms
unannounced Baghdad visit
Baghdad, Jan. 9 (PTI/AFP): US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo met Iraqi
officials, including the speaker, on an
unannounced visit to Baghdad on
Wednesday, a statement from parliament said. Pompeo’s talks, on the second leg of a key Middle East tour, come
less than two weeks after President
Donald Trump drew criticism for failing to meet a single Iraqi official during
a surprise Christmas visit to US troops.
The US top diplomat was in the
Middle East to urge allies to continue
to confront the “significant threats”
posed by Iran and jihadists despite
Trump’s surprise decision last month
to withdraw all US troops from Syria.
Pompeo flew in from Amman and
was also due to visit Cairo, Manama,
Abu Dhabi, Doha, Riyadh, Muscat and
Kuwait City on his longest trip since
taking office last year.
During his lightning, top secret visit
to Al-Asad Air Base in western Iraq on
December 26, Trump spoke with US
commanders and a group of about
100 mostly special forces personnel,
accompanied by his wife Melania.
A planned meeting with Prime Min-

ister Adel Abdel Mahdi was scrapped
and replaced by a phone call, drawing
a chorus of criticism, particularly from
pro-Iran groups that form a key bloc in
parliament.
Trump used the visit -- his first to
US troops in a conflict zone since being elected -- to defend the withdrawal
from Syria and declare an end to America’s role as the global “policeman.”
Trump caused a political storm
when he announced the pullout, insisting the battle against the Islamic
State group had been won, despite
continued deadly fighting between USbacked forces and the jihadists for their
last bastion in eastern Syria.
Trump has since rowed back, vowing the withdrawal would be done in a
“prudent” way, and members of his administration have gone further, saying
that the timeline of the pullout remains
dependent on events on the ground.
Iraq declared victory over IS in
December 2017 but the jihadists retain
a network of sleeper cells in major cities and continue to conduct hit-andrun attacks from mountain or desert
hideouts.

Senior UN official calls for peaceful solution to Myanmar’s Rohingya crisis
United Nations, Jan. 9 (PTI): Expressing concern over the deteriorating situation in Myanmar’s
restive Rakhine State, a senior
UN official has urged all sides to
intensify efforts to find a peaceful solution to one of the world’s
worst refugee crises.
Acting Resident Coordinator
and Humanitarian Coordinator
for Myanmar Knut Ostby said
he was “deeply concerned” over
the January 4 violence in which
13 Myanmar police officers were
killed in raids by ethnic Rakhine
rebels.
Around 350 militants from
the Arakan Army stormed four
police stations in the northern
Rakhine State on Friday, “killing
13 policemen and wounding

the force in July 2011.
The Californian police have
arrested 33-year-old illegal immigrant from Mexico identified
as Gustavo Perez Arriaga on
charges of killing Singh.
The president also said that
90 per cent of heroin sold in the
US came from Mexico.
“Last month 20,000 migrant
children were illegally brought
into the United States, a dramatic increase. These children
are used as human pawns by
vicious coyotes and ruthless
gangs. One in three women are
sexually assaulted on the dangerous trek up through Mexico,”
Trump said.
“Women or children are
the biggest victims by far of the
broken system. This is the tragic
reality of illegal immigration on
our southern border. This is the
cycle of human suffering that I
am determined to end,” he said.
“As part of an overall approach to border security law
enforcement professionals have
requested USD 5.7 billion for
a physical barrier. At the request of Democrats, it will be
a steel barrier rather than a
concrete wall. This barrier is
absolutely critical to border security. It’s also what are professionals at the border want and
need,”Trump said. “The border
wall would very quickly pay for
itself. The cost of illegal drugs

nine others”, according to a statement released by the Army chief’s
office.
Ostby is “deeply concerned
about the situation in northern
and central Rakhine State” where
an estimated 4,500 people have
been displaced so far due to fighting between the Arakan Army
and Myanmar’s security forces,
Stephane Dujarric, Spokesman
for UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, told reporters on
Tuesday.
Dujarric said Ostby was
shocked by the reports of attacks
on January 4, regrets the loss of
life and offers his deepest sympathies to the families of the police
officers who were killed.
Ostby urges all sides to ensure

the protection of all civilians and
uphold their responsibilities under International Humanitarian
and Human Rights Law.
He also appeals to all sides to
intensify efforts to find a peaceful
solution to the situation and to
ensure humanitarian access to all
people affected by the violence,
Dujarric said.
“The United Nations has
been in close contact with the
Myanmar authorities in recent
weeks and has offered to support
ongoing efforts to respond to the
humanitarian needs of those affected by the violence,” Dujarric
said.
According to the UN estimates, nearly 700,000 minority
Rohingya Muslims have fled to

Bangladesh to escape violence
in Myanmar’s Rakhine State
since August 25 last year when
the army launched a military
crackdown. Myanmar does not
recognise Rohingya as an ethnic
group and insists that they are
Bangladeshi migrants living illegally in the country.
The UN described the atrocities by the Myanmar military on
Rohingya refugees as a textbook
example of ethnic cleansing
while the rights groups called it
a genocide.
Buddhist-majority Myanmar,
however, rejects the charge, saying its security forces launched
a counter-insurgency operation
on August 25 in response to Rohingya militant attacks.

Beijing, Jan. 9 (PTI/AFP): Kim
Jong Un’s train left Beijing on
Wednesday after the North
Korean leader visited his key
ally on a trip seen as a strategy
session ahead of his expected
summit with Donald Trump.
Kim arrived in Beijing on
Tuesday for his fourth visit
to Pyongyang’s sole major
diplomatic friend, reportedly
visiting a factory and meeting
President Xi Jinping.
The North Korean leader’s
motorcade was spotted arriving at the Beijing central railway station early afternoon,
and the train departed shortly
after on a day-long ride back
to the northeast border, according to AFP journalists.
The unannounced trip
was largely shrouded in secrecy. Beyond confirming his
presence in Beijing, no details
have been provided by either
North Korea or China on his
schedule.
Kim met for one hour with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
on Tuesday -- believed to be
the North Korean leader’s
birthday -- and the two later
dined with their wives at Beijing’s Great Hall of the People,
according to South Korea’s
Yonhap news agency.
The meeting focused on
Kim’s expected meeting with
Trump, according to Yonhap.
In a New Year speech, Kim
warned that Pyongyang may
change its approach to nuclear talks if Washington persists
with sanctions.
Relations between China
and North Korea had deteriorated in recent years over
Pyongyang’s nuclear activities,
but Kim has made sure to keep
Xi informed about his dealings
with the United States and
South Korea as ties appear to
have warmed.
“In order to resist the high

pressure of the US, he must
communicate with Xi in advance to see what steps he
can take to deal with Trump,”
Beijing-based independent
political commentator Hua
Po told AFP.
“Kim needs the support of
Xi so as to ask the US to make
substantial steps, such as providing assistance to North Korea and normalising relations
with North Korea,” Hua said.
Kim chose China for his
maiden official trip abroad
last year before holding meetings with South Korean President Moon Jae-in and Trump.
Trump said Sunday that
the United States and North
Korea are negotiating the location of their next summit.
Discussions between the
US and North Korea over
Pyongyang’s nuclear arsenal
have stalled since Kim and
Trump’s high-profile summit
in Singapore in June where
they issued a vaguely worded
declaration about denuclearisation.
The United States insists
that United Nations sanctions
must remain in place until
North Korea gives up its weapons, while Pyongyang wants
them immediately eased. China also wants the sanctions to
be relaxed.
But Chinese officials also
likely want to impress on Kim
-- who has so far pursued only
limited reforms to his statist
economy -- the benefits the
giant Communist country has
enjoyed in its transformation
from impoverished nation to
economic powerhouse.
Yonhap, citing unidentified sources, reported that
Kim toured a factory operated
by medicine firm Tongrentang
for about half an hour in an
economic zone in the Chinese
capital.

He then went to the Beijing Hotel where he was expected to have lunch with Xi
before his departure.
“For North Korea itself,
2019 is his strategic turning
point. If he wants to shift his
focus to the development
of the economy, he needs
China’s cooperation,” said Lu
Chao, a North Korea expert at
China’s Liaoning Academy of
Social Sciences.
“China will also introduce
some successful experiences
to Kim to help North Korea
achieve economic transformation and realise the denuclearisation of the peninsula
as soon as possible,” Lu told
AFP.
In the New Year speech,
Kim focused on North Korea’s
moribund economy, saying
that improving people’s lives
was his top priority and tackling energy shortages was an
urgent task.
Hua, the Beijing-based
analyst, said changes in the
economic model will affect
politics, “which poses new
challenges to his control over
the country.” “For this point,
he must ask for advice from
China.”
The visit coincided with
negotiations between US and
Chinese officials in Beijing to
resolve a bruising trade war
between the world’s two biggest economies.
Some analysts say China
could use its cooperation on
the North Korean issue as
a bargaining chip in the US
trade talks. But Hua said Kim’s
visit would have a “limited” effect on the trade negotiations.
“The Sino-US trade negotiations are a matter between
China and the US. The weight
of North Korea is limited and
cannot play a decisive role,”
he said.
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Peele’s ‘Us’ to Open SXSW Film Festival

Mirror

Jordan Peeles horror-thriller “Us” will launch the 26th edition of the South by Southwest Film
Festival (SXSW) on March 8. “Us” follows a family confronted by a group of doppelgangers. It stars
Lupita Nyong’o, Winston Duke, and Elisabeth Moss. Nyong’o and Duke play a couple who are taking
their children to their beach house, reports variety.com. The movie is the first project under Peele’s
first-look deal with Universal Pictures, which he signed with his Monkeypaw Productions last year
after his “Get Out” grossed a massive $255 million worldwide. “Get Out” didn’t just become a box
office sensation - it also scored an Oscar nomination for best picture and landed Peele a statue
for best original screenplay. Peele directed “Us” from his own script and produced alongside Sean
McKittrick, Jason Blum, and Monkeypaw’s Ian Cooper. “Us” will open in North America on March
15. It’s the first solo production project from Monkeypaw. (IANDS)

ENTERTAINMENT

More success for Bohemian Rhapsody
as film receives 7 BAFTA nominations

O

n Sunday
evening in
Los Angeles,
Queen biopic Bohemian Rhapsody won two
Golden Globes.
The film picked up
the award for Best Motion
Picture - Drama at the
ceremony at the city’s
Beverly Hilton, while
actor Rami Malek – who
portrays frontman Freddie
Mercury – got the nod for
Best Performance By An
Actor In A Motion Picture
- Drama.
Now the film is celebrating again after being
nominated for seven
BAFTA awards.
It’s been shortlisted in
the Outstanding British
Film, Costume Design,
Make-Up & Hair, Cinematography, Editing and

Sound categories, while
Rami Malek is up for the
Leading Actor award.
The EE British Academy Film Awards will take
place on February 10 at
London’s Royal Albert
Hall. The ceremony will
be broadcast on BBC One
and BBC One HD.
Meanwhile, it’s been
revealed that Bohemian
Rhapsody will be released
on DVD, Blu-ray and on
4K digital on March 4 via
20th Century Fox Home
Entertainment.
Bohemian Rhapsody
has become the biggestselling music biopic of all
time despite only going on
general release in November last year. It’s brought
in £582 million globally at
the box office since hitting
the silver screen.
Loudersound

Margot Robbie to play Barbie
in new live-action movie

A

ctress Margot
Robbie has been
roped in to play
the role of Barbie
in the upcoming
live-action film.
The “Suicide Squad” actress is also set to co-produce
the live action movie under
her LuckyChap Entertainment banner, alongside Tom
Ackerley and Josey McNamara from LuckyChap Entertainment, reports aceshowbiz.com.
“This project is a great
start to our partnership with
Ynon and Mattel Films... And
Margot is the ideal producer
and actress to bring Barbie
to life on screen in a fresh
and relevant way for today’s
audiences,” Toby Emmerich,

chairman of Warner Bros.
Pictures Group, said in a
statement.
Robbie added: “Playing with Barbie promotes
confidence, curiosity and
communication throughout
a child’s journey to selfdiscovery. Over the brand’s
almost 60 years, Barbie has
empowered kids to imagine
themselves in aspirational
roles from a princess to
president.
“I’m so honoured to take
on this role and produce a
film that I believe will have
a tremendously positive
impact on children and audiences worldwide.”
“Barbie” was originally
being developed at Sony,
with Amy Schumer being

Courteney Cox
uncomfortable calling
McDaid her ‘partner’

A

ctress Courteney Cox
says she is uncomfortable
calling her beau Johnny
McDaid a “partner”.
The “Friends” alum has said
that the struggle comes from the
fact that the term is used by people to call their same-gender lover
in her hometown of Alabama,
reports aceshowbiz.com.
During an episode of “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”, the actress
said that her boyfriend uses
the word a lot.
“He’s my partner,
that’s what he calls it,
‘my partner’... I’m
from Alabama, so
you don’t really say
partner unless you’re
in the same sex...
Saying partner is difficult for me,” Cox told
host Jimmy Kimmel.
She said the term has caused
some confusion in the past.
“I was in Atlanta not that long
ago and I was like, ‘Oh, I’m supposed to meet my partner in section F,’ and they were like, ‘Oh, I’m
sure she’s going to be there, don’t
worry about it’,” she laughed.
“Not that it matters, but it’s just
a different way to speak.”
Cox and McDaid have been
together since January 2014. They
temporarily split in 2015 but they
got back together again the next
year.
IANS

tapped to star. The “Trainwreck” actress dropped
out of the project in 2016
due to a scheduling conflict. Anne Hathaway was
later rumoured to take
the lead role, but it was
never confirmed.
The story reportedly
follows a character who
gets kicked out of the
perfect Barbieland
because she doesn’t
quite fit the mould.
After she’s exiled, she
sets out on a journey
to the real world and
eventually discovers
that being unique is an
asset.
The movie is likely
to release in 2020.
IANS

Zendaya to debut first collaboration
with Tommy Hilfiger in Paris

A

ctress Zendaya is set to debut her first
collaboration with American clothing
company Tommy Hilfiger during the
Paris Fashion Week 2019.
Her collection will debut on March
2, reports independent.co.uk.
The actor, who launched her first
clothing line in 2013, was announced
as a global ambassador for Tommy
Hilfiger in October 2018. Since then,
she and the designer have been
working together on the Tommy x
Zendaya capsule collection.
The Paris show will combine the
brand’s “Americana heritage, Zendaya’s confidence and optimism,
and the city’s iconic elements”, according to Women’s Wear Daily.
All of the products featured
in the show will be available for
consumers in more than 70 countries
around the world to purchase immediately after the catwalk.
Tommy Hilfiger has released a series
of videos on social media teasing its
upcoming show, in which a woman
in casual clothing traipses around
the French capital with a camera.
Hilfiger expressed his
admiration for Zendaya’s work
ethic when the news of their
partnership was announced last year.
“Zendaya has become a global icon,
using fashion to
make

bold statements while always staying true to herself,” he said.
“Our capsule collection will
fuse her eclectic style with the
Americana spirit
of our brand.”
Zendaya
spoke
about
the
positive
impact fashion can
have when discussing
their collaboration.
“Fashion is more
than just wearing cool
clothes. It’s a way to celebrate self-expression
and individuality, which
is extremely empowering,”
said the “Spider-Man: Homecoming” star.
IANS

11 am, 2 pm: Simmba (Hindi)

5pm: Bumblebee (Eng)

8 pm: KGF (Hindi)

Surgery done, all is okay
— Rakesh Roshan

V

eteran actor-filmmaker Rakesh Roshan says
“all is okay” after he underwent surgery for
throat cancer. He will be back home in a day
or two.
Rakesh underwent the surgery at a hospital
here on Tuesday. On Wednesday morning, he replied in
a message: “I am feeling all right, thank you. Surgery is
done and all is okay. God is great. I am going to be back
home on Friday or Saturday.” A source close to the “Krrish” maker revealed: “Ever since the diagnosis, Rakeshji
has been upbeat cheerful and not at all daunted by the
setback. He went into surgery with his wife, brother (composer Rajesh Roshan), son Hrithik and daughter Sunaina
by his side and the surgery went smoothly. He is expected
home by the end of this week.”
In an earlier conversation, Rakesh had said: “I’ve
always been a fighter and I believe in karma. I’ve always
tried to do the right things in life. Somewhere I believe
your deeds will be reflected in what you get in life. Setbacks, there will be, but I firmly believe God is watching
over me and my family.”Hrithik had broken the news of
his father’s diagnosis via social media on Tuesday before
the senior Roshan went in for surgery. The family’s well
wishers, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, prayed
for his good health.
IANS
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World number one Halep
stunned in Sydney
Sydney, Jan. 9 (AFP): World
number one Simona Halep’s preparations for next
week’s Australian Open
suffered a huge setback
Wednesday when she was
bundled out of the Sydney
International at the first
hurdle.
The Romanian hadn’t
played since withdrawing
from the WTA Finals in
October with a herniated
disc, and was no match for
fast-rising Australian Ashleigh Barty, who scored the
biggest win of her career
6-4, 6-4.
Halep, the reigning
French Open champion and 2018 Australian
Open runner-up, had a
bye through to the second
round, meaning she heads
to Melbourne Park for the
opening Grand Slam of the
year with just one game
under her belt.
“It was a great match
after almost four months
(since the last one). I think
I played a good level of tennis but I had no inspiration
in some important points,”
she said.
“She played really well
and deserved to win. But I
was also very close to winning.
“No pain at all, that is
a great sign,” she added
of her back. “The tennis is
good, I just have to believe
in myself more.”
Barty, who ended a
breakthrough 2018 with a
WTA title in Zhuhai and is
now ranked 15, brought
the momentum into the
new year and is now in the
quarter-finals, where she
will meet either Belgian
10th seed Elise Mertens or
Estonian Anett Kontaveit.

Simona Halep of Romania hits the ball around her back to Ash Barty of Australia during their women’s singles
match at the Sydney International tennis tournament in Sydney on Wed. Jan. 9.

She had already accounted for another French
Open winner, Jelena Ostapenko, in the opening
round and had an extra
gear against Halep, breaking serve twice to win the
first set.
Nothing to lose
Halep, without a coach after splitting with Darren
Cahill who wanted to spend
more time with his family,
was first to break in the second set and had a chance to
hold for 5-3.
But Barty was undaunted, using her signature
court craft to break straight
back and secure victory two
games later.
“It was extremely difficult conditions, very swirly
down at court level. So I
figured if I’m going to play
Sim anytime, and it’s her

first match, it was now. I
was very happy to make the
most if it,” said Barty.
“I had nothing to lose
out here so I just came out
and played with freedom. I
believed I could win.”
Earlier in the week, Halep admitted the back injury that ended her 2018 season early was “very scary”.
The early finish to 2018
was a disappointing end to
a spectacular season, which
saw the 27-year-old secure
the year-end number one
ranking for the second year
running.
She got off to a stellar
start, reaching the Australian Open final and went on
to win the Shenzhen Open,
the Rogers Cup and her
debut Grand Slam crown at
Roland Garros.
In other matches

Wednesday, Switzerland’s
Timea Bacsinszky beat
Australia’s Sam Stosur 5-7,
6-4, 6-3 to make the last
eight, where she will meet
Aliaksandra Sasnovich of
Belarus following her three
set win over Priscilla Hon.
In the men’s draw, third
seeded Argentinian Diego
Schwartzman booked his
place in the quarters by
beating Spain’s Guillermo
Garcia-Lopez in two sets.
He will meet Japanese qualifier Yoshihito Nishioka,
who ousted Russian Andrey
Rublev.
Veteran Italian Andreas
Seppi is also through to face
top seed Stefanos Tsitsipas
of Greece, while fifth seeded Alex De Minaur set up
an all-Australian last eight
tie with Jordan Thompson.

India must be wary of wounded UAE
Abu Dhabi, Jan. 9 (IANS):
Indias 4-1 victory over Thailand in the opening match
of the AFC Asian Cup 2019
was phenomenal, but now
Stephen Constantines boys
have an even bigger task
on hand.
Their next opponents
are hosts UAE at the Zayed
Sports City on Thursday
where they will hope for a
repeat.
India coach Stephen
Constantine will be pleased
with how the second half
against Thailand turned
out. India not only managed to shut down a lethal
Thai attack after being tied
1-1 at the break, but also
threatened at the other end
through quick transitions
in attack.
That stupendous show
earned India three valuable
points, a place on top of the
group and a goal average of
plus three.
“We have a very young

side here and they are excited. Of course, hosts UAE
will be a different game.
They are a very good side
but they are just another
team standing in our way,”
Constantine said.
India grabbed their
chances against
Thailand with the
strikers clinical
upfront. Sunil
Chhetri scored a
brace, while Jeje
Lalpekhlua and
Anirudh Thapa
scored the other
two goals.
A l though he
was not
among the
goals, the player
who caught everyone’s eye
was Ashique Kuruniyan.
Chhetri and the FC Pune
City winger had their eyes
on goal whenever they were
on the ball and the direct
running of the latter and

the technique and finishing
prowess of the former left
the opposition’s defence
helpless. More of the same
will be expected against a
superior opponent in UAE.
With a FIFA ranking of
79, UAE are the highestra n k e d t e a m i n
Group A and
pose a difficult challenge
for India. The
Whites will
look to boss
the midfield
where Anirudh
Thapa and Pronay
H a l der will
c o m e
up against
a tightly-knit
three-man midfield.
India will also be required to be vigilant at
the back as the likes of Ali
Mabkhout and 2015 Asian
Player of the Year Ahmed
Khalil are goal-scorers with

predatory instincts in the
attacking third. Mabkhout
is seven goals shy of becoming the UAE’s all-time top
scorer. The defensive pairing of Sandesh Jhingan and
Anas Edathodika will be
kept busy at the back.
UAE will miss the services of the injured Omar
Abdulrahman who is regarded as one of Asia’s best
players, but Alberto Zaccheroni’s men have enough
firepower to test Gurpreet
Singh Sandhu in India’s
goal.
UAE were held by Bahrain in their opening match
and, in front of their home
crowd, they will be eager to
make amends.
“What we lacked on the
pitch was the fighting qualities from the players. We
will address this when we
are preparing for the next
game against India and
we’ll come with a different
attitude,” Zaccheroni said.

Salah named Africa’s best player for 2nd successive year
Dakar, Jan. 9 (IANS): Egyptian international footballer
Mohamed Salah has won
the 2018 Confederation of
African Football Player of
the Year award for the second year in a row.
The Liverpool forward
beat his club teammate
Sadio Mane of Senegal and
Arsenal’s Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang, who plays for
Gabon, to win the award for
the continent’s best player,
reports Efe.
“I have dreamt of winning this award since I was
a child and now I have done
so twice in a row,” Salah
said at a ceremony here on
Tuesday.
“I’m proud to win it
twice, I must thank my
family and my teammates,
and I dedicate this award to

my country, Egypt”, he said.
The 26-year-old scored
44 goals for Liverpool last
season as he led the team
to the Champions League
final.
Although he started this
campaign slowly following
the summer’s World Cup,
at which he scored twice
for Egypt, he has notched
16 goals in 29 appearances
in all competitions for Liverpool so far this season.
Along with Salah, Mane
and Aubameyang, Atletico
Madrid’s Ghanaian midfielder Thomas Partey was
named in the Team of the
Year.
T h a t q u a r t e t w e re
joined by Manchester
United’s Ivorian central
defender Eric Bailly, Liverpool and Guinea midfield-

Mohamed Salah from Egypt receives the Player of the Year award during
the Confederation of African Football (CAF) awards at the Abdou Diouf
International Conference Center in Dakar, in Senegal on Jan. 8.

er Naby Keita, Manchester
City’s Algerian winger Riyad Mahrez and Totten-

ham Hotspur’s Serge Aurier, who represents Côte
d’Ivoire.

Bayern eager to complete signing of Chelsea teenager Hudson-Odoi Top Pakistan cricketers laud

Callum Hudson-Odoi

Doha, Jan. 9 (AFP): Bayern
Munich, who are targeting
young talent in the current
transfer window, have confirmed their strong interest
in English teenager Callum
Hudson-Odoi amid reports
the defending German
champions have agreed a
fee with Chelsea.
“We definitely want
to sign him - he has the

qualities which would fit
very well into our team,”
Bayern’s director of sport
Hasan Salihamidzic said
Wednesday at their winter
training camp in Doha.
“He is very fast and
good at dribbling.”
According to Sky, Bayern and Chelsea have
agreed a transfer of 39
million euros (35 million

pounds, $44.6 million),
but it is unclear whether
Hudson-Odoi would move
in the current Bundesliga
transfer window, which
closes at 1700 GMT on January 31, or in July.
It was reportedly the
fourth bid Bayern have tabled for the talented Hudson-Odoi, who has made
just one Premier League

appearance this season.
If he moves to Munich,
he will become the third
English teenager currently
in the Bundesliga alongside
Jadon Sancho, 18, who left
Manchester City for Borussia Dortmund in 2017, and
Riess Nelson, 19, on loan
from Arsenal at Hoffenheim until July.
The 18-year-old Hudson-Odoi, who can play as
a winger or forward, played
79 minutes of Chelsea’s
1-0 defeat to Tottenham
Hotspur on Tuesday night
in the English League Cup
semi-final.
His sole Premier League
appearance so far this season was as an injury replacement in a 2-1 win at
Watford on December 26.
The England Under-19
international is set to face
more competition next
season at Stamford Bridge
with the arrival of US winger Christian Pulisic from
Borussia Dortmund in July.
On Wednesday, Bayern
also confirmed the signing
of French World Cup-winning defender Benjamin
Pavard, 22, on a five-year

contract from July 1 for 35
million euros.
Despite winning the
Bundesliga title for each of
the last six seasons, Bayern
will resume the 2018/19
campaign on January 18
trailing current leaders
Dortmund by six points.
They are looking for
more youthful recruits to
boost their ageing squad
with RB Leipzig striker
Timo Werner, and Atletico
Madrid defender Lucas
Hernandez, both 22, also
targeted.
“He is a very interesting
player,” said Salihamidzic
of Hernandez, who can
play at left-back or as a central defender, but is under
contract in Madrid until
2024 with a buy-out clause
worth 80 million euros.
Werner, who has scored
nine goals in 23 appearances for Germany, has been
offered an extension to his
current contract, which
runs until 2020, by Leipzig.
Should he reject the offer, he is likely to transfer out
of Leipzig at the end of this
season, RB’s director Oliver
Mintzlaff has confirmed.

Indian team’s triumph in Australia

Wasim Akram

Karachi, Jan. 9 (PTI): The Pakistan cricket
fraternity, including the legendary Wasim
Akram, lavished praise on India for becoming the first Asian team to win a Test series
in Australia.
Akram, one of the game’s greatest fast
bowlers, said that the team gelled well as a
unit and were ably led by Virat Kohli.
“I think Virat Kohli deserves lot of praise
for this performance and I would think
this success can be put down to the solid
domestic cricket structure in India,” Akram
said at a function here.
On Tuesday, the country’s Prime Minis-

ter and former cricket captain, Imran Khan,
congratulated India on becoming the first
Asian team to win a Test series in Australia.
“Congratulations to Virat Kohli and the
Indian cricket team for the first ever win
by a subcontinent team in a test series in
Australia,” Khan had tweeted.
Another ex-captain, Moin Khan, said
that winning in Australia was never an
easy task for any team from Asia and India
deserved credit for their victory.
Former opener Mohsin Khan said that
India had built their success around their
batsmen and the bowlers had backed them
to the hilt.
“I have been impressed by the batting
displays by Pujara, Kohli, Pant and others
in this series as this allowed their bowlers to
bowl without any pressure,” Mohsin said.
India sealed the four-match series 2-1
after the rain-hit Sydney Test ended in a
draw on Monday. The triumph ended a 71year wait for India.
India’s series win has come at a time
when Pakistan have lost badly in South Africa and the entire cricket set-up has been
under pressure because of the lacklustre
performances in recent times.
Imran has called a meeting of his special task force on sports, headed by the
chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board,
Ehsan Mani in Islamabad on Wednesday,
to discuss cricket and other sports issues.

Raptors, Nuggets grab narrow wins as Warriors cruise
Los Angeles, Jan. 9 (AFP):
The Toronto Raptors kept
the pressure on in the NBA
East race Tuesday as Serge
Ibaka’s late dunk made the
difference in a scrappy 104101 victory over the Atlanta
Hawks.
There was late drama
also for Western Conference leaders Denver in Miami, where Nuggets star Nikola
Jokic capped
another tripledouble with a
go-ahead floater
in the waning
seconds in the
visitors’ 103-99
victory.
And it was
close in Oklahoma City, where
the Minnesota Timberwolves edged the Thunder
119-117 in Ryan Saunders’
first game as Minnesota’s
interim coach after Tom
Thibodeau was abruptly

fired on Sunday.
Toronto coach Nick
Nurse, whose Raptors improved to a league-leading
31-12 -- one game in front
of Milwaukee in the East -admitted it was tough going
in a game in which the Raptors and Hawks combined
for 46 turnovers.
“We pulled one out,”

Nurse said. “We were trying
to get away from them and
we never could. We were
down late there and had to
make a couple stops and a
couple scores and we did

both of those things -- so,
pretty good.”
Kawhi Leonard led Toronto with 31 points. His
sixth steal of the night led
to Ibaka’s dunk with 17.1
seconds left, which put
the Raptors up 102-101. A
rebound by Ibaka on Atlanta’s next possession led
to a dunk by OG Anunoby
for the final margin.
In Miami, the
Heat led by six with
5:27 to play, but
Jokic’s 29 points, 11
rebounds and 10
assists for Denver
were ultimately
too much for the
hosts to overcome.
He drove
through traffic to
swish in the basket that
put the Nuggets up 101-99
with 2.4 seconds left and
Jamal Murray added two
free throws to complete the
scoring.

Klay Thompson, left, who scored 43 points in Golden State’s 122-95 NBA victory over the New York Knicks,
celebrates with teammates Stephen Curry, middle, and Draymond Green.

“The floater is kind of
my game,” Jokic said. “I love
that shot because I cannot

dunk. It was a little bit more
tight. (Bam) Adebayo was
right there, I got a heavy

knee in my charley horse.
We won the game -- that’s
the most important thing.”

Denver improved to 2712 and remained one game
in front of two-time defending champions Golden
State, who cruised to a 12295 victory over the New
York Knicks in Oakland,
California.
Golden State star Klay
Thompson’s 43 points included seven three-pointers. Stephen Curry chipped
in 14 points and 14 assists
and Kevin Durant had 24
points, six assists and six
rebounds as the Warriors
snapped a three-game
home skid.
Noel hurt in Thunder
loss
In Oklahoma City, Minnesota’s Andrew Wiggins
scored a season-high 40
points and pulled down 10
rebounds to lead the Timberwolves to victory in a
game marred by a frightening fall for Thunder center
Nerlens Noel.
Noel took an elbow to

the face as he defended
a driving Wiggins and
crashed to the court, appearing to smack his head
on the hardwood.
As he lay motionless,
medical personnel were
called and his teammates
watched in worry as he was
strapped to a stretcher and
wheeled away.
Thunder coach Billy
Donovan said after the
game that Noel had been
hospitalized but gave no
details on the player’s condition.
Amid the tension that
followed Noel’s fall, Russell
Westbrook gave the Thunder a 115-114 lead with 1:14
left to play.
But Josh Okogie’s threepointer with 26.8 seconds
left put Minnesota up 119115 and Westbrook missed
two three-point attempts
in the waning seconds that
would have put Oklahoma
City in front.
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Osako double triggers 3-2
Japan comeback at Asian Cup

Abu Dhabi, Jan. 9 (AFP):
Yuya Osako netted a quickfire double as former champions Japan survived a scare
to beat Turkmenistan 3-2 in
their Asian Cup opener on
Wednesday.
The Blue Samurai
reached the last 16 at last
year's World Cup but had to
fight back from a goal down
at halftime in an absorbing Group F clash in Abu
Dhabi.
Turkmenistan captain
Arslan Amanov put the
plucky underdogs ahead
after 26 minutes, unleashing a ferocious long-range
drive that arrowed into the
top corner.
But Osako produced a
smart turn and finish inside
the box to equalise for Japan
10 minutes into the second
half following sustained
pressure from the four-time
Asian champions.
The Werder Bremen
striker put Japan in front
four minutes later, tapping
into an empty net after Yuto
Nagatomo's dinked pass
over goalkeeper Mammet
Orazmuhammedow.
Ritsu Doan added a deflected third after 70 minutes as Turkmenistan began
to wilt.
But Ahmet Atayev swept
home a penalty 11 minutes from time to ensure
a nervous finish for Japan,
who are now unbeaten in
six matches since Hajime
Moriyasu took charge after
the World Cup.
The Japanese are seek-

ICC welcomes USA Cricket
as its latest member
Dubai, Jan. 8 (IANS): Following the expulsion of USACA a couple of years ago,
the International Cricket Council (ICC)
on Tuesday welcomed USA Cricket as its
newest member.
According to an ICC statement, USA
Cricket's application to become the 93rd
Associate Member in accordance with
the ICC Constitution was approved by
ICC Members following the Membership Committee's recommendation to
the ICC Board late last year and is implemented with immediate effect.
As a Member of the ICC, USA Cricket
is now eligible to receive funding in accordance with the ICC Development
Funding Policy and can sanction domestic and international cricket in the

United States.
Welcoming the new body, ICC Chief
Executive David Richardson said: "This
is the culmination of a great deal of hard
work and I would like to congratulate the
Chair of USA Cricket, Paraag Marathe,
and the Board, on this important milestone and wish them all the very best for
the future."
USA Cricket Board Chair Paraag
Marathe said: "USA Cricket was established to bring together the cricket community in the United States, develop the
game and unlock the sport's undoubted
potential for growth.
Today's confirmation that it is the
ICC's newest member is a significant
staging post on that journey."

Elgar named stand-in Protea
skipper for final Test vs Pakistan

Japan's Yuya Osako on the mark twice against Turkmenistan on Wed. Jan. 9.

ing to make up for their
Asian Cup flop four years
ago when they lost on penalties to United Arab Emirates in the quarter-finals.
But with a little luck
Turkmenistan could easily have inflicted a major
shock.
The Emeralds should
arguably have been three
up by halftime after Mekan
Saparov headed over from
point-blank range and an

HOME TURF

Nagaland sepaktakraw team
qualifies for National Games
Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Nagaland sepaktakraw
team (man and woman) participated in the 29th Senior National Sepaktakraw Championship from Jan.
2 till the 6th at Jodhpur (Rajasthan), stated an update
received here on Wednesday. The woman’s team won
two bronze medals in team and Regu event while the
men’s team was ranked 6th position. With this, both the
man and woman team qualified for the upcoming 36th
National Games which will be held from Mar. 30 till
April 14, in Goa.

Ranji Trophy: Nagaland lead
by 366 runs on day three
Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): In the Plate Group-D match
of the Ranji Trophy between Nagaland and Pudduchery
being played at the NCA Stadium, in Dimapur, Nagaland took a lead of 366 runs on day-3. Pudduchery was
all out for 286 runs in the first innings after Nagaland
posted a huge total of 467 runs in their first innings. On
close of day three, Nagaland was at 185 runs for the loss
of five wickets.
Score
Nagaland (1st innings)-467 all out
Pudduchery (1st innings)-286 all out
Nagaland (2nd innings)-185 for 5

Atayev rocket forced Japan
goalkeeper Shuichi Gonda
into a brilliant reflex save.
"I was actually surprised how well we did in
the first half," said Turkmenistan coach Yazguly
Hojageldiyew.
"We lost our way a bit in
the second half, but we're
not out of it yet. We'll give
everything in the next two
games."
Japan, only kept out of

the World Cup quarter-finals by a stunning Belgium
comeback from two goals
down, have now lost just
one of their last 29 games
at the Asian Cup, excluding
penalty shootouts.
But they will need to improve if they are to threaten
favourites Iran -- 5-0 winners over Yemen earlier this
week -- and a South Korea
side soon to be boosted by
the arrival of Tottenham

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN):
Visevo Zashümo from
Phesama village today
emerged champion of the
first Southern Angami Open
Naga Wrestling Championship organised by Jordan
Group of Z Khel, Viswema
village, in Kohima.
Zashümo weighing 90
kgs and and standing at 5.9
feet tall defeated Neithongulie Kuotsu also from
Phesama village in the final
bout.
Viphrezo Mejura of
Phesama village and
Ruokuovituo Lese of Mima
village won the third and
fourth places.
The championship
which had 28 wrestlers was
held at John Government
Higher Secondary School
ground at Viswema, in Kohima district.
Addressing the inaugural session as the special
guest, PRO to NLA Speaker,
Medo Yhokha said Southern Angami is blessed with
beautiful landscape and

Test after Markram sustained an injury to
his right thigh during the second Test at
Newlands.
He will undergo a fitness test on the eve
of the match after which a call will be taken
on his availability.
South Africa are eyeing a clean sweep
over the Pakistanis after taking an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match rubber.

The winners of first Southern Angami Open Naga Wrestling championship pose for the lens, in Viswema on Wed. Jan. 9.

past glory which include
truthfulness, loving and
cordial.
Maintaining that there
was a lot of respect and
integrity for the Southern
Angami people, he said
that it is the responsibility
of the present generation to
regain the glory.
He also challenged the
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Winners of Ao Temulung TT Championship with the organisers and MDTTA officials.

duo from Dimapur also won the men’s
doubles title while Nukshimaong Jamir and
Kevirielie Dzüvichü from Kohima won the
runners-up title.
In the youth singles U-21 category, Aochuba Jamir from Kohima won the winner’s
title while Meyinukshi Longkumer, also
from Kohima, won the runners-up title. In
the youth doubles U-21 category, Aochuba
Jamir and Meyinukshi Longkumer from
Kohima emerged as winners while Limsor
and Imkongtoshi from Mopungchuket had
to settle with their runners-up title.
In the junior U-15 singles category,
Lijempong and Mosemba from Mopungchuket emerged as the champion and the
runners-up.

present generation to stop
basking on the past glories
and achievements of our
forefathers, but to work
hard to sustain the rich
legacies, emulate and to do
better to bequeath a befitting society worth inheriting by posterity.
Encouraging the wrestlers, Yhokha advised them

to be honest and also maintain discipline in action
and behaviour to be a successful.
He also called upon the
wrestlers to shun and desist
from indulging in activities
and habits that destroys the
body and soul in order to be
role models of the beautiful
game traditional form of

wrestling.
Meanwhile, challenging the Southern Angami
areas on the impact of climate change, he urged the
people to love and care for
the environment.
He said protection of
the flora and fauna should
be the priority for the betterment of younger gen-

eration.
Chairman Z Khel, Pukul
Kennao attended the occasion as guest of honour and
also gave away the awards
to the winners.
The cash award for the
winners were: ChampionINR 80000, second - INR
60000, third – INR 40000
and fourth-INR 30000.

Changki Students’ Union sports underway
Our Correspondent

Our Correspondent

Dean Elgar

Visevo Zashümo is Southern Angami Open Naga Wrestling champion

Ao Temulung TT Championship concludes

Mokokchung, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Ao Temulung Table Tennis Championship organised
by Pongen Khel Sports Association (PKSA),
Mopungchuket under the aegis of Mokokchung District Table Tennis Association
(MDTTA) was held from Jan.7 till the 8th,
at Mopungchuket village.
The event featured some of Nagaland’s
top Table Tennis players. The championship was held for five categories and all
the matches were officiated by MDTTA
officials.
In the men’s singles category, Meihomlung Rongmei from Dimapur and Ihubuing Haikube from Dimapur emerged as
the champion and the runners-up. The

forward Son Heung-min.
"The first match is always a bit special and we
expected a battle," said
Moriyasu.
"Obviously we're happy to get the three points
but we have a lot of things
to work on for the next
game."
Uzbekistan were playing Oman in the other
Group F fixture in Sharjah
later on Wednesday.

Johannesburg, Jan. 9 (IANS): Cricket South
Africa (CSA) has appointed opener Dean
Elgar as the Proteas' stand-in captain in
the absence of suspended Faf du Plessis
for the final Test against Pakistan, starting
here on Friday.
According to an International Cricket
Council (ICC) statement, Du Plessis was
suspended for one Test and fined 20 percent of his match fee after his team were
found guilty of maintaining a slow over-rate
during South Africa's 9 wicket victory in the
second Test.
Commenting on Elgar's elevation as
stand-in skipper, Linda Zondi, the CSA National Selection Panel convener, said: "The
appointment of Elgar as stand-in captain
is part of our strategy to develop our pool
of leaders."
"We have previously used Aiden
Markram and Quinton de Kock in this
role in ODI matches, and Dean has previously captained the Proteas at Test match
level against England at Lord's in 2017,"
he added.
Meanwhile, Pieter Malan, the opener,
has been put on standby for the third

Changki, Jan. 9 (EMN):
The Changki Kaketshüri
Telongjem (Changki Students’ Union) kicked-off
its biennial sports meets at
Jumaba ground at Changki
village under Mokokchung
district on Wed. Jan. 9.
The Changki Kaketshüri Telongjem sports
meet is been held coinciding with the union’s general conference. The event
was officially kicked off by
Dr Tiasunep Longchari,
State Programme Officer
(National TB Control Programme) as the special
guest.
Longchari in his speech
urged the students to emulate the exemplary life
of Dr T Ao, the legendary
barefooted footballers from
Changki. He added that Dr
T Ao was not only a captain
of the Indian Football team
but a visionary man who
dedicated his life for the
welfare of the people as a
doctor.
He encouraged the students to be active in one of
the sports and games in life

which would be beneficial
to their health and other
social aspects.
Asserting that ‘Changki language’ is a heavenly
blessed language, he also
encouraged the young generation of the Changki to
learn and speak Changki.
“You are Changki first than
comes your clans,” he said.
Speaking on the current
state of Changki, he stated
that “today Changki is like
a vehicle stuck in a swamp
struggling backwards and
forward to come out of the
soaking mud.
He, however, expressed
hope that if Changki people
ponder upon seriously with
patience and steadiness,
they can come out of the
stagnant mud.
Professor Lanusosang
Anichari, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Nagaland University
SASRD, Medziphema Campus also spoke at the event.
He exhorted the students
that people of Changki
spread across four corners
should be united as one.
He also opined that if
the people of Changki want
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Students play Hekko, an indigenous game played by Changki village in Mokokchung district during the Changki
Kaketshüri Telongjem’s general conference sports, on Wed. Jan. 9. The game depicts tigers preying on people
and other people coming to their rescue and trapping the tiger instead.

to bring a change then the
change must start from
them.
He further encouraged
the students to choose their
careers accordingly to their
interest and passion instead
of following and chasing
the popular career opted by
others.

The four-day Changki
Students’ Union General
Conference cum sports
meet will witness indigenous games, five men soccer, basketball, badminton
and intensive workshop on
traditional pottery art, traditional attires and ornaments
of Changki, hymnal compe-

tition as well as core issues
to let the people of Changki
forward will be deliberated
during the Conference.
More than 400 plus delegates from even units are
camped at Changki village
to attend the Union’s general conference cum sports
meet.

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525 EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125
Owned, Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Edited by Khrietsonuo Rio. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR)
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

