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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 8: The 11-
hour bandh called by the 
North East Students Organi-
sation (NESO) for the entire 
Northeast to protest against 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016 crippled 
normal life in the region 
on Tuesday. It is reported 
that five people, including 
two who sustained bullet 
injuries, were injured dur-
ing a clash between the 
protestors and policemen at 
the Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Council 
headquarters located 25 km 
away from Agartala. 

Barring a few stray inci-
dents of violence in Tripu-
ra, the strike ended peace-
fully in other parts of the 
north-eastern states where 
various social organisa-
tions had called for a total 
shutdown in an attempt to 
stop the controversial Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016 from being legislated.

Under the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, 
people belonging to minor-
ity communities — Hindus, 

Bandh peaceful but cripples normal life in Nagaland
NSF to fight 
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Bill till it is 
revoked
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Zale Neikha speaking at the 4th Thevonü 
memorial trophy held at Khulazu Basa 
village in Phek district on Jan. 8

A usually bustling Nyamo Lotha Road of Dimapur wore a blank, deserted look  on Tue. Jan. 8 as business establishment and traffic shut in response to the state-wide strike against the Citizenship Amendment Bill called 
by students' organisations. (Right) Young travellers lug their luggage on foot as public transport services had stayed off roads during the strike.
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Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Par-
sis and Christians — from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan will be eligible 
to apply for Indian citizen-
ship after six years of stay in 
the country. It has created 
fear among the indigenous 
people of Northeast that it 
would facilitate the influx 
of illegal immigrants into 
the region.

Tuesday also saw two-
day (Jan. 8-9th)nation-wide 
bandh organised by 10 Cen-
tral Trade Unions (CTUs) 
to protest against the al-
leged “anti-worker poli-
cies” adopted by the BJP-led 
government, affecting the 
daily life in most part of the 
country.  

Nagaland witnessed a 
complete shutdown as the 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF), the apex student 
body of the Nagas, and sev-
eral other organisations 

called for a bandh to protest 
against the controversial 
bill. However, it was peace-
ful by and large.

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror, former president of 
Dimapur Naga Student’s 
Union (DNSU) and mem-
ber of the High Power Com-
mittee (HPC) under the 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF), Mhachio Lotha said 
the public response to the 
call for a strike was impres-
sive though it was done on a 
short notice.

“The cooperation of the 
public is appreciated and 
acknowledged; the bandh 
was called to safeguard our 
identity and that the future 
posterity does not get ham-
pered,” said Lotha.

Dimapur: Commuters 
stranded
The commercial hub of 
Nagaland looked deserted 
with the shops being closed 

due to the bandh. It caused 
inconvenience to the com-
muters and travellers due 
to unavailability of public 
transport and local taxis to 
take them to the airport or 
train station. 

A young father of an 
infant child told Eastern 
Mirror that he walked from 
Purana Bazaar to the train 
station on foot in search of 
a place to eat since all shops 
were closed. “I will wait till 
the bandh is over in the 
evening and then move out 
from here by an autorick-
shaw,” he said.

Another elderly couple 
who had to catch a train in 
the afternoon expressed 
their wish that autorick-
shaws ply for emergency 
cases and for the aged. 

The NSF had placed 
volunteers from various 
tribal student unions at dif-
ferent check points around 

Dimapur to ensure the 
success of the bandh. One 
volunteer at the Purana 
Bazaar check point said 
that most of the commut-
ers were off to pre-engaged 
programmes like weddings 
or hospital appointments. 
“We asked them to produce 
the wedding invites or any 
doctor certificates to let 
them pass; the public com-
plied gracefully,” he said. 

Wokha: Total bandh 
observed
The Lotha Students' Union 
(LSU), a sub-unit of NSF, 
called for a total bandh at 
Wokha district headquar-
ters starting from 5 am to 
4 pm as per the guidelines 
of NSF. All commercial ac-
tivities in the district were 
paralyzed on account of the 
bandh.

Meanwhile a small pro-
gramme was conducted at 
police point in the evening 

to mark the end of the 
peaceful strike which was 
attended by senior mem-
bers of LSU and present 
executives. Armed forc-
es were deployed by the 
district administration in 
case any unlawful activities 
erupt.

Mokokchung: It was  
a success
Responding to the clarion 
call of the NESO under the 
aegis of NSF was observed 
by the Ao Students’ Confer-
ence (AKM) at Mokokchung 
district on Tuesday. In the 
district headquarters, all 
vehicular moment were 
hauled; business establish-
ment, schools and offices 
were closed during the pro-
test.

AKM volunteers were 
seen at various strategic 
locations across the district 
to ensure the success of the 
strike.

Kohima: Streets wore a  
deserted look
The streets of state capital 
Kohima wore a deserted 
look as the people of Na-
galand joined her eight 
sister states in the strike 
called by the North East 
Students Organization 
(NESO). The bandh, which 
was supervised by the An-
gami Students Union (ASU) 
at Kohima, culminated 
peacefully. Apart from a 
few stray incidents where 
student volunteers turned 
some pedestrians back to 
their homes, no outward 
incidents or harassments 
were reported in the state 
capital. 

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror, Imtiyapang, general 
secretary of Naga Students 
Federation (NSF) said the 
bandh, which was organ-
ised under its tutelage in 
the state, was successfully 

observed across the state 
peacefully without any vio-
lence.

He also expressed his 
appreciation to all the 
sub-units under NSF from 
across the state and beyond, 
and to all the organisations 
that heeded to its call by 
showing solidarity with the 
rest of the indigenous peo-
ple of the Northeast.

When enquired about 
the stand of the NSF on the 
bill, the general secretary 
said the federation would 
fight tooth and nail along 
with the rest of the indig-
enous people of the country 
until the day the bill is re-
voked by the union cabinet.

NPRAAF on the  
controversial bill
Nagaland Public Rights 
Awareness and Action Fo-
rum (NPRAAF) said that 
the passing of the contro-
versial bill by the Lok Sabha 
on Tuesday amidst bandh 
and protest across north-
eastern states “will develop 
trust deficits between the 
north-eastern people and 
the NDA government which 
has entered into peace talks 
with various organisation 
and government’s assur-
ances of commitment on 
Act East Policy.”

“It is painful that the 
sentiments of the affected 
north-eastern people were 
totally ignored. The parlia-
ment, which is the temple 
of democracy, has crushed 
people's voice murdering 
democracy,” it added.

Our Correspondent
Khulazu Basa, Jan. 8 (EMN): With 
an aim to provide better job op-
portunity for the athletes and 
sportspersons in the state, the 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP)–led People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA) government 
will soon introduce the Nagaland 
sports policy.

The advisor of Youth Resources 
and Sports (YRS), Zale Neikha, an-
nounced the government's new 
initiative at the inaugural function 
of the 4th Thevonü memorial tro-
phy held at Khulazu Basa village 
in Phek district on Jan. 8. The main 
aim was to provide job opportuni-
ties to the deserving sportspersons, 
he said. 

Presently, the sports qouta 
has been fixed at maximum 5%, 
that too only in the police and YRS 
department. However, the new 
policy will be fixed at minimum 
5% and above, providing more job 
opportunities to the sportspersons 
from the state.

Asserting that unemployment 
is one of the biggest issues in the 
state, Neikha urged the gathering 
to take up business and sports as 

their professions. He said that it is 
not feasible to provide white collar 

jobs to the exceeding number of 
graduates per year. He advised the 
young people to chose their area of 
interest and pursue with hard work 
and sacrifice. "Lack of descipline" 
is the reason why Nagas failed to 
succeed in sports, he added.

Also, referring to the friendship 
between the two areas - Southern 
Angami and the Chakhesang's 
Chokri, he said that they must 
always remember to encourage, 
and support each other in times 
of need. The "special friendship" 
must go beyond games and sports, 
he said.

He acknowledged the pioneers 
of the tournament, particularly 
Thevonü and Sahu, upon whose 
close friendship, the foundation of 
the two areas began. He appealed 
the gathering to seek help and also 
extend help to each other, if so 
required.

Dr. Chotisuh Sazo, member of 
legislative assembly, also spoke at 
the event. He said that the tourna-
ment was introduced in 1947 after 
the death of Thevonü.  He was of 
the view that the tournament is not 
about winning but about keeping 
the brotherhood alive among the 

people of the two areas.
Earlier, Vice president of the 

Japfüphiki Chokri Dzevi Krotho 
(JCDK) Tavehü Thingo, who pre-
sided over the inaugural function, 
gave a brief history of the Thevonü 
trophy. He also informed that 
JCDK was formed in 2011 as a 
parent body to oversee both the 
Chokri Area Games and Sports As-
sociation (CAGSA) and Southern 
Angami Sports Association (SASA). 
He urged the gathering to keep in 
mind that "we are all brothers and 
sisters by blood."

Southern Angami Public Or-
ganisation President Neiketu Kiso 
attributed forefathers for develop-
ing a sort of 'special friendship' 
upon which the match stands as a 
sign of peace and unity (between 
the tribes). 'We are able to celebrate 
the bondage today,' he added, and 
requested the participants to keep 
up the friendship. 

President of the Chokri Area 
Public Organisation (CAPO), 
Sülüpoyi Swiho said that it's not 
about competition and winning 
but to nurture brotherhood; get to 
know each other; and be there for 
each other in times of trouble. 

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
The Lok Sabha on Tues-
day passed the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 
that seeks to remove hur-
dles in eligible migrants 
from six minority groups 
from Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan getting In-
dian citizenship despite op-
position by various political 
parties including Congress 
and Trinamool Congress.

As the Congress and the 
TMC's demand for sending 
the Bill again to a parlia-
mentary panel was rejected 
by the government, they 
staged a walkout.

Responding to a discus-
sion over the Bill, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
clarified that the Bill was 
not confined to Assam but 
would apply to all states and 
Union Territories.

"The burden of these 
persecuted migrants will be 

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The Peren District 
Village Development Board Association 
(PDVDBA) has said that the district has not 
received anything from grant-in-aid fund in 
the past three years.

While expressing dismay over the con-
troversy around the alleged delay in the 
release of grant-in-aid fund to the VDBs, 
the association has clarified in a statement 
that Peren District has not received any fund 
under the scheme till date

The VDB association from Peren issued 
the statement after the department of Rural 
Development claimed that the grant-in-
aid fund for the blocks under Peren and 
Dimapur districts and some blocks under 
Mon have been cleared, while the remain-
ing blocks are yet to complete the required 
formalities. 

“The claims of RD assistant director, 
Hisinle Kent and RD director, Imlimeren 
Jamir that GIA fund for 2014-15, 2015-16 
and 2017-18 have been released to all the 
blocks under Peren district along with Di-
mapur and Mon before Christmas is not 
correct,” read the statement from PDVDBA. 
It said that same can be confirmed from 
the Project Director, DRDA Peren and the 
Deputy Commissioner, Peren who is the 
Chairman of the district VDB.

The VDB association from Peren ex-

pressed gratitude to the department of Ru-
ral Development for the help and assistance 
rendered to the villages of Peren district 
through different schemes in the past but 
said “the delay in release of the GIA fund 
has gravely affected minor projects in our 
respective villages.”

“Having learnt that the GIA to the VDBs 
was cleared by the Finance department 
in the month of March 2018, we are of the 
opinion that the delay is unprecedented as 
the VDBs along with the block officers of 
the district had submitted the estimate for 
the GIA in the early part of 2018,” it added.

The association also claimed that the 
district has also “not received any amount 
against MGNREGA 2018-19” and appealed 
to the concerned department to release 
public fund on time.

It may be mentioned that former CM 
and the Leader of Opposition T.R. Zeliang 
had earlier questioned the state govern-
ment on the alleged delay in release of INR 
96 crore grant-in-aid fund to the village 
development board (VDB), to which the de-
partment of Rural Development responded 
that certain procedures have to be followed 
before such schemes are allotted to the 
concerned beneficiaries and that the fund 
had been cleared for from blocks, including 
Peren district.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) has re-
vealed in a statement re-
leased on Tuesday that the 
party will field its candidate 
in the upcoming Lok Sabha 
election.

The Congress party said 
that it has decided to fight 
for the state’s lone Lok Sabha 
seat “to express that the peo-
ple of Nagaland stand for 
freedom of religion” and en-
deavour to “solve the political 
problem through peaceful 
and constitutional means.”

“Hindutva is the root 
cause of the noble political 
movement of Nagas. For this 
reason, Pundit Jawaharlal 
Nehru provided Art.371 (A) 
safeguarding the religion, 
culture and social practices 
of Nagaland,” read the state-
ment issued by NPCC  presi-
dent K. Therie.

NPCC acknowledged the 
difficulties and realities of ne-
gotiation but said negotiating 
for 21 years without solution 

is unreasonable. Claining 
that law makers from re-
gional parties hardly get time 
to express their grievances 
in the parliament, it said the 
‘Naga political issue needs a 
bigger platform through a big 
political party.’

The party said that the 
BJP enjoys complete major-
ity in the parliament but 
has miserably failed in ad-
dressing the Naga issue. It 
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had announced 
at Dubai after signing the 
Framework Agreement on 
August 3, 2015 that the Naga 
problem had been solved but 
no solution has been brought 
about till date.

“We call upon the elec-
torate to give a chance to 
Congress to participate in 
the Congress and UPA par-
liamentary committees and 
also in Parliament. We guar-
antee freedom of religion 
and we assure to sort out 
the political issue,” con-
cluded NPCC.

shared by the whole coun-
try. Assam alone would not 
have to bear the entire bur-
den and the government 
is committed to provide all 
help to the state govern-
ment and people of Assam," 
he said.

Dispelling the misgiv-
ings about Citizenship 
Amendment Act, he high-
lighted the discrimination 
and religious persecution 
faced by minority commu-
nities in those countries.

"They have no place to 
go to, except India. The Bill 
will provide relief to perse-
cuted migrants who have 
come through western bor-
ders of the country to states 
such as Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Delhi, Madhya Pradesh and 
others," he added.

Soon after the Bill was 
moved, leader of Congress 
in the House Mallikarjun 
Kharge said that his party 
has several reservations on 
the Bill. 

"It has several shortcom-

ings. It is dangerous for the 
unity and integrity of the 
country. There is no respect 
for Assam Accord. It is also a 
constitutional matter, so re-
send it to a select committee. 

"If you do not, we have 
no other option but to walk 
out from the House," he 
said and led the party mem-
bers to a walkout. 

Trinamool Congress 
member  Saugata  Roy 
slammed the Bill, saying it 
is "divisive." 

"If it is passed, it will 
cause fires in the north-east 
including Assam...With-
draw this Bill. If you can't do 
it, reconstitute the commit-
tee," he said. 

"Make this a secular Bill. 
Anybody who has come 
and faced religious pros-
ecution should be accom-
modated," he said, adding 
that minorities from Nepal 
and Sri Lanka should also be 
included in the Bill.

Roy and other members 
of the Trinamool Congress 

then staged a walkout. 
Earlier, moving the Bill 

for passage, Rajnath Singh 
said it would help the mi-
grants facing religious pros-
ecution in the three coun-
tries get citizenship of the 
country.

He said religious mi-
norities in Pakistan have 
been facing systematic dis-
crimination and, though 
the present governments 
in Afghanistan and Bang-
ladesh, were committed to 
the welfare of the minori-
ties, they have faced prob-
lems in the past.

He said no other coun-
try except India could have 
provided interim protection 
from punitive legal action to 
minorities facing difficul-
ties in the neighbouring 
countries. 

Singh said the BJP-led 
government had eased visa 
norms for such migrants in 
2015-16 but they could not 
apply for Indian citizenship 
as they were regarded as "il-

legal migrants."
He said the Bill not only 

applies to Assam but to the 
entire country and such 
migrants were in several 
other states. 

"The responsibility is 
of the entire country. The 
burden of Assam is that of 
the entire country," he said.

Singh said the Modi gov-
ernment had taken steps 
to properly implement the 
provisions of the Assam 
accord and was effectively 
implementing the National 
Register of Citizens. 

"We are committed to 
completing the process. As I 
said earlier, no Indian citizen 
will be excluded," he said. 

The minister said that 
not much was done over 
the past 35 years to imple-
ment Clause 6 of the Assam 
Accord which provides for 
taking steps to promote the 
social, cultural and linguis-
tic identity of the state. "But 
our government is commit-
ted to it," he said.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
TEK union convenes meeting
Tungu, Ennio and Kinghen (TEK) union has convened 
its 10th convention on January 10 and 11 in the premises 
at Libemo Memorial School hostel, Blue Hill Colony, 
Wokha town, on a theme “Growth is the fruit of unity 
and brotherhood” with Thungchanbemo Tungu, SDO 
(C) Mokokchung, as the special invitee. The convention 
is being hosted by TEK Union Wokha town. The organ-
isers further requested every village to send at least five 
delegates to the said programme. 

Theatre festival from Jan. 11
National School of Drama (NSD), New Delhi, in col-
laboration with state department of art and culture has 
announced to organise the 11th North East Theatre festi-
val at Town Hall, Dimapur, from January 11 to 19. This 
was informed in a joint press release issued by the festival 
coordinators Uto Chichi and Bendang Walling.

AR distributes sports items
Mon battalion of the Assam Rifles has distributed sports 
items to remote villages of Mon district on January 4. 
The programme was organised with the aim to encour-
age and promote sports amongst youth of the region. An 
Assam Rifles press release stated that eight villages were 
distributed with sports items.

Lotha students convenes meeting
Lotha students’ union (LSU) has convened its 4th union 
assembly on January 18 at LTC hall, Wokha, at 11 am. 
The union speaker, Limhathung Y Ezung, has requested 
all the affiliated units and senior members to attend the 
union assembly positively.

Tobu area students’ union (TASU) officials are seen during its 35th federal meeting held in Pessao village on January 8.

State Director General of Police, T John Longkumer, speaking at the annual conference cum sports meet 
of the Changki Students’ Union (CSU) in Changki village on January 8.

Delegates pose for a group photo during the 35th biennial general conference of Kuhuboto Area 
Students’ Union during the cultural event on January 6.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Tobu area students’ union 
(TASU) has resolved to ban 
exportation of timber for 
commercial purpose as well 
as proxy teaching within its 
jurisdiction beginning from 
2019.

The decision to this ef-
fect was taken during its 
35th federal meeting held 
in Pessao village on January 
8. The assembly was pre-
sided by C Hoangkan, TASU 
speaker, in the presence of 
13 federating units includ-
ing representatives from 
GBs’ association, KNSK, 
timbers’ union, Konyak vil-
lage council chairmen’s un-
ion and senior leaders of 
Tobu area. 

After threadbare discus-
sion, the union decided to 
ban export of timber from 
Tobu area for commercial 
purpose with immediate 

WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS  (JAN 8)
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA - - - - NIL

ZBT 13.5 4.5 10.9 91 NIL

MON 23 11 12.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 16 10 10.4 79 NIL

MKG 17 8.5 13.3 72 NIL

PHEK - - - - NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 19 7.5 6.3 52 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 19.8 7.8 7.7 50 NIL

JALUKIE 16 13 15.9 86 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 22.4 14.4 14.2 70 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

effect. Besides, the union 
resolved not to entertain 
any bogus/proxy teaching 
within its jurisdiction from 
the current academic ses-
sion.

A press release issued 
by TASU general secretary, 
Davidson Ngushu, in-
formed all the government 
appointed teachers and 
medical staff to be sincere 
in discharging their duties 
at their respective posting 
places. 

The federal meeting be-
gan with a prayer said by 
finance secretary of Pes-
sao Baptist Church, while 
the welcome address was 
delivered by its president. 
Special number was pre-
sented by Pessao Changlu 
Students’ Union and the 
short speech was deliv-
ered by its former president 
Shammaoh.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
The four-day conference 
cum sports meet of the 
Changki Students’ Union 
(CSU) got underway at Or-
ija Salang in Changki village 
on January 8 on the theme 
“Rediscover our identity.”

C h a n g k i  s t u d e n t s 
units from Mokokchung, 
Dimapur, Kohima, Chu-
mukedima, Mangkolemba 
and a combined team from 
Nokon, Merayim, Naroni-
kum and Longnak are at-
tending the conference.

The curtain raiser was 
performed by Changki stu-
dents’ union, Dimapur. 
The four-day event would 
include workshop on pot-
tery, hymnal competition, 
games and sports and tal-
ent show.

Mrs Medemnokchala 
Jamir has invoked God’s 
blessings, while Taliwa-
pang Pongen, president of 
Changki students’ union, 
welcomed the invitees and 
delegates on behalf of the 
union. A word of blessings 
was conveyed by Lendi-
menba Amri, chairman of 
Changki village council, 

which was followed by a 
song presented by Changki 
students’ union, Mokok-
chung.

T John Longkumer, 
DGP Nagaland and special 
invitee of the programme, 
made mentioned of a gal-
axy of luminaries from 
Changki who blazed the 
trail in Changki history. 

He also stated that 

Changkians were able to 
accomplish much because 
of their wholehearted ac-
ceptance of Christianity 
and the pioneering work 
that the Christian lead-
ers had done. He encour-
aged the youngsters to have 
dreams, to be determined 
and to have passion to 
reach the goal. 

Dr. Tiasunep Amri, 

associate professor of 
Nagaland University, en-
couraged the delegates to 
preserve the Changkian 
identity, culture and lan-
guage. 

The inaugural pro-
gramme concluded with a 
prayer by Rev. Imlila Amri, 
women associate pastor of 
Changki Yimlang Baptist 
Church.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The  
three-day annual general 
conference of Sakipheto 
Range Students’ Union 
(SRSU) concluded on Janu-
ary 6 in  Sakipheto village. 

A press release from 
SRSU stated that the union’s 
flag was hoisted on the sec-
ond day of the conference 
by the chief guest, Tokihe 
Chishi, retired project of-
ficer of I&C, who also spoke 
on the session’s theme “Pas-
sion meets purpose.” 

The former president 
of the union, Qhetovi Swu,  
graced the inaugural ses-
sion of the conference. He 
encouraged the students 
to be hard working and to 
excel academically in order 
to be successful in life. 

On the second day of 
the conference, additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Medziphema, Thsuvisie 
Phoji, felicitated the stu-
dents who cleared their 
HSLC and HSSLC exams.

The director of Indig-
enous Cultural Society Na-

galand, Dr. Hesheto Y Chi-
shi was the guest speaker. 
Speaking on the theme 
on Sunday morning, Dr. 
Hesheto reminded the stu-
dents to uphold the value 
of one’s own culture and 
tradition which is their true 
identity and challenged the 
students to be an instru-
ment to the Naga society, 
the press release stated. 

The associate pastor of 
youth, Diphupar-A Sümi 
Baptist Church, Mughaho 
Swu, on the valedictory ses-
sion of Sunday, inspired the 
students from his personal 
life experience to uphold 
the value of student’s life 
and to make the best use 
of it. 

Competition of various 
indigenous games, sports, 
literary and cultural items 
were conducted during the 
entire session of the confer-
ence. More than hundreds 
students representing seven 
units of the union attended 
the conference, the press 
release added.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Satakha Range Students’ 
Union (SRSU) has an-
nounced to hold its 34th 
biennial conference from 
January 10-13 at Kilo Old 
village on the theme “Quest 
for excellence.”

State minister of agri-
culture and cooperation, G 
Kaito Aye, would be the spe-
cial guest of the inaugural 
programme on January 11 
at 9 am. Other guests on dif-

ferent days included Kakuto 
Shohe, former SRSU presi-
dent, and TL Kiusomong 
Tikhir, ADC Satakha. 

Resource  speakers 
would be Dr. Hotokhu Chi-
shi, joint director of health 
and family welfare; Rev. Dr. 
Kavito Zhimo, principal of 
TTC and president of Senate 
of Serampore University; 
and Zhekheli Zhimo advo-
cate of Gauhati High Court, 
Kohima Bench.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN):  Tizit battalion of the Assam Rifles 
has conducted a medical camp in New Jaboka under Mon 
district on January 6.

The aim of the medical camp, according to the Assam 
Rifles’ press release, was to provide medical assistance to 
the residents of New Jaboka and adjoining villages. It stated 
that a total of 221 patients including 108 male, 98 female 
and 15 children were examined and treated during the 
camp. Besides, medicines were also provided to the patients 
free of cost.

Meanwhile, Chowkham battalion of the Assam Rifles 
has organised a pre-recruitment training on January 7.

The aim of the event was to train aspirants for upcoming 
recruitment rally scheduled from March 2-9. The training 
has been planned exhaustively including circulating model 
question papers, conducting mock written tests, physical 
training etc.

A total of 161 local youth have registered for training. 

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
A three-day 35th bien-
nial general conference of 
Kuhuboto Area Students’ 
Union (KASU) hosted by 
Kuhuboto Town Students’ 
Union (KTSU) concluded 
on January 6 at Kuhuboto 
town on encouraging 
note. 

A successful entrepre-
neur, Mrs Hollen K Yeptho-
mi graced the inaugural 
session as chief guest and 
hoisted the union flag to 
mark the inauguration of 
the conference. Speaking 
on the occasion, Hollen 
enthused upon the stu-
dents to be hard working 
and inculcate discipline 
in order to be successful 
in life.

Speaker of the confer-
ence, Dr. Kivika K Yep-
thomi, assistant professor 
of MGM and NECU, spoke 
on the topic “Reaffirming 
our future together” on 
January 6 morning ses-
sion. 

Mrs Kakheli Inato Ji-
momi, WSBAK women 
secretary, was the literary 
guest of the event. Speak-

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
NSCN (R) has terminated its 
leacy Hovukhu Awomi, son 
of Vihoshe Awomi of Khetoi 
village and presently a resi-
dent of at Purana Bazaar B 
with immediate effect on 
the ground indiscipline.

NSCN (R), through its 
MIP, stated that the ter-
mination of  Hovukhu 
Awomi was necessitated 
on account of numerous 
complaints against him 
of harassing the public in 
‘drunken stupor and in-
ebriated condition,’ which 
was found detrimental to 
the national principles as 

enshrined under clause D 
(1&3) of the constitution.

NSCN (R) has made its 
points clear that it would 
maintain ‘zero tolerance’ 
against any cadre(s) un-
necessarily harassing the 
public and good citizens. It 
has vowed not to leave any 
stone unturned in flush-
ing out any unscrupulous 
element(s) tarnishing the 
image of the organisation.

Stating that the dis-
charged individual does not 
represent the organisation 
in any manner, NSCN (R) 
informed the public not to 
entertain him.

Scaling heights

New Reserve Youth Organisation (NRYO), Kohima, pose for a group photo during trekking to Dzükou Valley on January 5. Altogether 83 
individuals participated in the trekking event. There was a community meal in the valley followed by exploration of the valley.

ing on Saturday, she chal-
lenged the students to give 
importance on education 
saying it is only through 
education that the society 
could progress. 

E lecto  Yesca,  who 
graced the valedictory ses-
sion, reminded the stu-
dents to uphold the value 
of student life and make 
best use of it. 

Dignitaries Kuhovi Zhi-

momi, KGPO president, 
Kawoto Ayemi, Head GB 
and KGPO president, Kak-
iho Awomi, WSSU presi-
dent, and Kakheto Assumi, 
GB and KGSA president, 
exhorted the students dur-
ing the conference. 

Competitions on vari-
ous indigenous games, 
literary and cultural items 
were conducted during 
the conference. More than 

thousand students repre-
senting 23 units of the un-
ion attend the conference.

Meanwhile, Kuhuboto 
Area Students’  Union 
(KASU) has clarified that 
name of the conference 
host should be read as 
Hollen K Yepthomi and not 
Electo Yesca as published 
in the local dailies. KASU 
has expressed regret for 
the error.
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Work in progress at Chesezu village in Phek district to conduct the 5th Chakhesang Day and the 37th general session of the Chakhesang Public 
Organisation. 

Tongpang Ozukum addresses the inaugural programme of the LKM conference, on Tuesday at Ahkoya village in Mokokchung district. (Right) 
Merangkong unit leaders, the defending champions of the LKM tournament, light the LKM conference torch, on Tuesday at Ahkoya village in 
Mokokchung district.
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EM Images

Lanuakum Imchen, second from right, shakes hands with Krishna Raj as the former receives the 2018 Best 
India Organic Farmer award, on Dec. 28 in New Delhi.

Chesezu readies to host Chakhesang Day Naga farmer gets recognition 
for organic produce enterprise 

Pest mgmt.  training in Mangkolemba concludes

Sukhai village to celebrate green fest, Chengu

Langpangkong conference begins with fanfare 

Phek, Jan. 8(EMN): Prepa-
rations for the ‘5th Chakhe-
sang Day’ and 37th general 
session of the Chakhesang 
Public Organisation are 
underway. The event is 
scheduled to be conducted 
at Chesezu village in Phek 
district, from Jan. 9 to the 

10th, a press release from 
the organisers informed on 
Tuesday.

The Chakhesang Public 
Organisation has appealed 
to all the participating 
village delegates to avail 
home stay facilities and ac-
commodation that would 

be available for the event. 
The organisation hoped 
that the delegates would 
also visit ‘historical places 
within the vicinity of Che-
sezu village good number 
of historical places and 
monuments are available 
in the village viz. Subhas 

Chandra Bose Memorial 
Peak and other places,’ the 
press release stated.

The general session 
will be held on January 
9. The programme will 
be conducted from 1:00 
pm. Timikha Koza, the 
president of the Tenyimi 
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People’s Organization will 
“share status” of Article 371 
(A), the updates stated. The 
presidential address will 
be delivered by President 
Kekhwengulo Lea, Reports 
of the general secretary 
and treasurer will also fea-
ture as highlights to the 
program, the organisers 
stated. 

Besides, a new team of 
office bearers for the or-
ganisation for the tenure 
2019-2021 will be appoint-
ed. Resolutions will be taken 
besides general discussions, 
the organisers stated.

Further, the 5th Cha-
khesang Day will be ob-
served on January 10. 
Chotisuh Sazo, member 
of the legislative assembly 
representing 18th Chozuba 
assembly constituency will 
be addressing the event 
too. Cultural art perform-
ances will be a feature of 
the event, the updates 
stated.

The Chakhesang Public 
Organisation has appealed 
to all the villages of the 
Chakhesang areas to be 
part of stated programs 
‘and be blessed.’

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 8: A farmer 
from Nagaland, Lanuakum 
Imchen, proprietor of ‘Cold 
Mountain,’ was awarded 
the 2018 Best India Organic 
farmer award for North and 
North East India on Dec. 28 
at Hotel Hyatt Regency, in 
New Delhi. The award was 
presented by Krishna Raj, 
Union minister of state for 
Agriculture and Farmers 
welfare. 

Imchen received the 
Best India Organic Farmer 
award for being actively 
involved in organic farming 
and contributing to the or-
ganic movement in the state 
and country. He has been 
promoting organic farming 
for the past five years. The 
award was given by Jaivik 
India Award and Interna-
tional Competence Centre 
for Organic Agriculture.

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror over the phone, Imchen 
said Cold Mountain was a 
brand formed to promote 
Nagaland’s organic prod-
ucts. “We promote and sell 
local products of Nagaland, 
including herbs, spices, and 
tea, among others,” Imchen 

said. 
I m c h e n  s a i d  C o l d 

Mountain has 13 young 
people working in Dimapur 
and Mokokchung. The 
group has a farm in Mokok-
chung where cultivation is 
carried out. ‘Finished prod-
ucts are brought to Dimapur 
and packaging is done in 
Dimapur, located at Duncan 
Basti,’ he added.

Explaining that resourc-
es come from almost every 
part of the district in Naga-
land, Imchen said the group 
sometimes collaborate with 
other farmers, and buy their 
products, besides training 
them.

“We buy raw materials 
from farmers, after which 
cultivation and processing 
is carried out in our farm in 
Mokokchung; sometimes 
we train the farmers to do 
the processing themselves,” 
Imchen said.

Once packaging is done, 
the group sells the prod-
ucts in Nagaland and out-
side. Imchen said that the 
aim of the group was to 
take Nagaland’s products 
to international markets for 
which they had been tire-

lessly working. 
“When we go for expo-

sure outside of Nagaland, 
we make sure that others 
get to know about our prod-
ucts. We educate them and 
explained them about the 
products. That way, they will 
get interested in our prod-
ucts,” the proprietor of Cold 
Mountain maintained. He 
claimed that ‘by doing that 
even if others don’t come 
and buy directly from us, 
other farmers are also ben-
efitting from it.’

The group has coordina-
tors promoting and selling 
Cold Mountain products 
in other parts of the state. 
They dispatch packaged 
products whenever they 
received orders. Informing 
that the group’s focus was 
young people, Imchen said 
they employ only young co-
ordinators outside the state. 

Imchen is also a part of 
the group ‘Nagaland organic 
connect.’ He revealed that 
Cold Mountain will be col-
laborating with Nagaland 
organic connect to conduct 
‘International workshop on 
organic farming,’ on Jan. 12 
at Hotel Acacia in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The Mangkolemba 
division of the Agriculture department 
conducted a training programme in inte-
grated pest management for winter crops,  
at Longjemdang village, on January 8. The 
Agriculture division of Mangkolemba offered 
updates about the event.

The subdivision agriculture officer for 
Mangkolemba A Temsu Aier encouraged the 
farmers to follow ‘sustainable farming prac-
tices.’ He was said to have told the farmers 
that increasing population has influenced 
the demand for food which is also increasing 
every day. He said integrated pest manage-
ment techniques have been successful in 
reducing the use of chemicals to control crop 
pest, and increasing crop production to a vast 

extent over the years, the updates stated.
The farmers were asked to select healthy 

seeds and tubers and treat them with appro-
priate bio-fertilizers before planting. 

“They were asked to practice clean culti-
vation and inspect fields at regular intervals. 
The farmers were trained on differentiating 
the crop pests from the defenders, and were 
shown the use of sticky traps and pheromone 
traps,” the updates stated. 

The farmers attending the event also 
spoke about their experience with the de-
partment officials. The programme was fol-
lowed by free distribution of integrated pest 
management kits, pheromone traps and 
sticky traps, the Mangkolemba agriculture 
division stated.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
A nature-themed festival, 
Chengu festival, is being cel-
ebrated at Sukhai village in 
Zunheboto district. On the 
second day of the celebra-
tions, various activities were 
undertaken. 

The activities included 
students going on a “nature 
walk” in the morning with 
Tshetsholo Naro and Angule 
Mayese who are said to be 
professional birds and but-
terfly guides.

Organisers, the Tizu Val-
ley Biodiversity and Live-
lihood Network, issued a 
press release to the media 
on Wednesday informing 
about the event. 

This first-ever Chengu 
Festival is being organised 
and hosted by Tizu Valley 
Biodiversity and Livelihood 
Network in collaboration 
with Sukhai, Ghukhuyi and 
Kivikhu students’ unions, 
during January 7-9.

During the first session 
of the event, Tokaho Kinimi 
Wildlife Warden of Dimapur; 
Raj Kumar, district forest 
officer of Zunheboto; and 
David Angami, president of 
the Nagaland Tourism As-
sociation (NTA) spoke to the 
gathering. The speakers em-
phasised on the importance 
of eco tourism through 
conservation, the updates 
stated. Tokaho Kinimi was 
stated to have lauded the 
people of Sukhai, Ghukhuyi 
and Kivikhu for their sacri-
fice and commitment. 

In his short speech, of-
ficer Raj Kumar was quoted 
as having assured that he 
and the Forest department 

Our Correspondent
Akhoya, Jan. 8 (EMN): The 
32nd general conference of 
the Langpangkong Kaketshir 
Mundang (LKM) began at 
Akhoya village in Mokok-
chung district on Tuesday. 
More than 1, 500 delegates 
from 19 units are attending 
the four-day conference and 
sports tournament.

On January 8, the minis-
ter for Public Works depart-
ment Tongpang Ozukum 
inaugurated the LKM tour-
nament at P Telutemjen Ao 
ground, in Akhoya.

Speaking during the in-
augural function, the minis-
ter said that the LKM tourna-
ment was a tradition that has 
been held coinciding with 
the general conference.  He 
asserted that many young 
talents from Langpangkong 
range has been promoted 
over the years through this 
tournament. They have 
achieved success in their 
sporting careers, he claimed.

The minister has urged 
the organisation to continue 
organising the tournament 
and make it even bigger 
eventually with each session. 
He urged them to do so with 
a vision to ‘produce many 
sporting personalities from 
the range.’

Ozukum said that the 
tournament was not only a 

triennial event for the peo-
ple of Langpangkong range 
but one of the prestigious 
events in Mokokchung dis-
trict. He said it may be con-
sidered one of the major 
tournaments in the state of 
Nagaland. As a major tour-
nament, he said, it not only 
brings pride to the people 
of Langpangkong range but 
also responsibility along 
with it.

In this regard, Ozukum 
urged the organisation to 
conduct games and sports 
and use it as building blocks 
to fostering strong relations 

and unity among various 
LKM units. He appealed to 
the citizens and spectators 
to cheer the teams ‘posi-
tively instead of creating 
nuisance.’ To the players, he 
urged them to promote the 
spirit of sportsmanship. He 
challenged the players to 
maintain ‘good team spirit’ 
and to promote unity among 
the people and community 
throughout this event

Another word that Ozu-
kum had was for students. 
He advised the students 
of the region to preserve 
the ‘glorious legacy’ of their 

forefathers and follow in 
their footsteps. However, the 
minister warned them not to 
dwell on past glories alone.

In this connection, he 
called upon the students to 
let their forefathers’ qualities 
such as dedication, sacrifice, 
and unity as their founda-
tion, and to ponder on core 
issues of society and people 
that would lead the people 
forward.

The four-day general 
conference and tourna-
ment will culminate on 
January 11. Intense football 
matches and volleyball 

would assist in conserving 
biodiversity of the region, 
besides help in promoting 
eco tourism. 

Likewise, David Anga-
mi spoke about the his-
tory of the NTA and further 
requested the organizers 

and the people to help it to 
reach the people in the area 
to promote tourism in the 
district. 

In the second session, 
Nagaland State Biodiversity 
Board officials, and Foun-
dation for Ecology Security 

conducted a workshop with 
the students while AirBnB 
conducted a workshop with 
home stay owners. 

A free medical camp 
and animal health camp 
was also conducted during 
the event. 

matches (both men and 
women) will be played be-
tween various units of the 
organisation. 

More than 10, 000 spec-
tators witnessed the grand 
opening ceremony, updates 
on Wednesday informed. 
During the opening cer-
emony, a local perform-
ance group Faith in Action 
entertained the crowd with 
outstanding martial arts 
skills.
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PTI

Activists under various student union outfits protest against Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, in Khumulwng, West Tripura on Tuesday.

PTI

Left Democratic Party members block trains during the 48-hour-long nationwide general strike called by 
central trade unions protesting the “anti-people” policies of the Centre, in Guwahati on Tuesday.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 2044SUD0KU 1884 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 2043

 ACROSS
 1. Subject matter
 6. Foul-smelling
 11. Soaked
 14. Inundated
 15. Pertaining to modern day 

Persia
 16. Shout of derision
 17. Approvals
 19. East southeast
 20. Locations
 21. Flat thin rectangular slabs
 23. A stiff straw hat
 27. Reaping hook
 28. The property of being out 

of date
 32. Where birds live
 33. Arabic name for God
 34. Angkor ___ = ancient 

Cambodian temple  
complex

 37. Purposes
 38. Having a sharp inclination
 39. Country in South America
 40. Collection or series
 41. Captivate
 42. Killed
 43. One of the gifts of the 

Wise Men
 45. Not digital
 48. Anagram of “Seared”
 49. Alone
 50. Volcano
 53. 3 in Roman numerals
 54. Clerical assistants
 60. Request
 61. Delete
 62. Styles
 63. Born
 64. Satiates
 65. A large platform used in a  

performance 
 DOWN

 1. Faucet
 2. Obligate
 3. Equality
 4. Doctrine
 5. Wood-carving tools
 6. Clenched hand
 7. A Great Lake
 8. A city in New Mexico
 9. Hotel
 10. Two items of the 

same kind
 11. A large marine snail
 12. Artist’s workstand

 13. Not those
 18. The founder of a 

family
 22. Frozen water
 23. An incentive
 24. Overweight
 25. A useful or valuable 

quality
 26. Infants
 27. Break
 29. The devil
 30. Salesperson
 31. Oleoresin

 34. Anagram of 
“Wanes”

 35. Get up
 36. Adjusted
 38. A fabric with a long 

coarse nap
 39. Humble request
 41. Structures used for 

crucifixions
 42. Yells
 43. Influenza
 44. Anagram of “Sent”
 45. Pertaining to the 

largest continent
 46. Sound
 47. Similar
 50. Style of jazz singing
 51. Backside
 52. Sediment from 

fermentation
 55. Earned Run Average
 56. Decay
 57. A mountain on Crete
 58. Electro-

encephalogram
59. South southeast

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1883

Bandh against Citizenship Bill hits normal life in Northeast 

NE joins two-day nationwide strike called by Central Trade Unions 30,000 non-Muslims from B’desh, Pak, 
Afghan in India on long-term visa

No plans to repeal AFSPA  1958 — Government

Neso flays passage 
of Citizenship Bill, 
warns of more 
agitation 

Seven injured in 
Tripura, several 
volunteers arrested 
in Diphu

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Jan. 8, (EMN): Nor-
mal life came to a standstill 
in North-eastern states on 
Tuesday during a dawn-
to-dusk shutdown called 
by the North East Students 
Organisation (NESO) in 
protest against the Modi 
government’s move to go 
ahead with the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016.

At least seven persons 
were injured, some with 
gunshot wounds, on Tues-
day in West Tripura district, 
when police and paramil-
itary jawans resorted to 
lathicharge and opened 
fire in the air to disperse 
Citizenship Bill protesters.

Those injured included 
Tripura State Rifles (TSR) 
personnel and six Twipra 
Student Federation (TSF) 
members who blocked the 
Assam-Agartala National 
Highway at Madhabbari in 
Jirania police station area 
of the district to oppose 
the Bill, a senior police of-
ficer said.

After several failed at-
tempts to convince the 
protesters to withdraw the 
blockade on the National 
Highway, police resorted to 
lathicharge, burst tear gas 
cells and opened fire in the 
air, AIG (Law and Order) 
Subrata Chakraborty said.

“Although the exact 
number of injured is yet 
to be ascertained, most 
of them were initially ad-
mitted at Khumulwung 
hospital in Jirania and later 

Shillong, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Condemning the pas-
sage of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill in 
the Lok Sabha, the 
North East Students 
Organisation (Neso) 
on Tuesday warned of 
more agitation across 
the northeastern states 
due to “another politi-
cal injustice meted out 
by the Indian govern-
ment on the indigenous 
people ”.

“The passage of the 
Bill in the Lok Sabha is 
another political injus-
tice meted out by the 
Indian government on 
the indigenous people of 
the northeastern states,” 
Neso Chairman Samuel 
Jyrwa told IANS.

“This is a clear move 
of the government and 
their intention is reduce 
the indigenous peo-
ple of the northeast to 
a minority in our own 
land,” he said.Warning 
of severe agitation across 
the northeastern states, 
Jyrwa said the apex stu-
dent’s body of the indige-
nous student groups will 
soon meet and decide on 
the next future course of 
action. 

“NESO will not be 
quiet but will keep on 
following on this very 
vital issue and will take 
appropriate decisions,” 
he said.

shifted to G B Pant hospital 
and Agartala Medical Col-
lege here,” he said.

Jirania SDPO Pran 
Krishna Das said the 
bandh supporters set fire 
to around ten shops in the 
area.

The situation is tense 
but under control with As-
sam Rifles personnel post-
ed in the region, he said.

TSF General Secretary 
Sunil Debbarma, on his 
part, said the six bandh 
supporters suffered bullet 
injuries without any provo-
cation.

“When six of our activ-
ists received bullet inju-

ries, they were admitted 
to nearby Khumulwung 
hospital. As their condition 
started deteriorating, they 
were referred to GB Pant 
hospital,” he said.

Debbarma also said 
that the TSR personnel 
attacked the ambulance 
which was ferrying the in-
jured activists from one 
hospital to another.

“The ambulance was 
attacked and damaged by 
TSR personnel. It was only 
after the district superin-
tendent of police inter-
vened, the injured were 
allowed to head for the 
GB Pant Hospital”, he told 

reporters.
In Diphu, it was report-

ed that some volunteers 
of Karbi Students Asso-
ciation (KSA) and All Assam 
Students Union (AASU) 
Diphu regional committee 
were arrested from Rong-
nihang and Birla by the 
police while trying to stop 
the commuters.

During agitation, mem-
bers shouted slogan against 
BJP government — “Assam 
CM Sarbananda Sonawal 
Go back,” “Assam Govt.
Hosiyar!!”

Talking to reporters, 
KSA President Bijoy Bey 
said, “if our members are 

not release today itself we 
shall call indefinite bandh 
from Wednesday.” 

In Manipur, a function-
ary of AMSU informed 
that seven volunteers were 
picked from new Checkon 
and Khwairamband Keithel 
areas in Imphal.

Normal life was also 
crippled in Mizoram and 
Meghalaya.

Almost all government 
establishments and edu-
cational institutions re-
mained closed across the 
state. Public transport went 
off the roads.

National Highway-40 
and 44, the lifeline for land-

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
Central Trade Unions on 
Tuesday began a two-day 
nationwide strike to protest 
against the government’s 
alleged anti-worker poli-
cies and unilateral labour 
reforms.

“The strike is quite vis-
ible in Assam, Meghalaya, 
Karnataka, Manipur Bihar, 
Rajasthan, Goa, Punjab, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh 
and Haryana — particularly 
in the targeted industrial 
areas and different mines,” 
Amarjeet Kaur, General 
Secretary of All India Trade 
Union Congress (AITUC), 
told PTI.

She said that some 
states’ transport depart-
ments, taxi drivers and 
auto-rickshaw drivers have 
gone on strike for two days 
while Railway workers are 
holding gate meeting bear-
ing black badge to express 
their solidarity.

Kaur said that Jawaha-
rlal Nehru University stu-
dent unions have expressed 
their solidarity with trade 
unions; and other educa-

locked Mizoram, Tripura 
and parts of Manipur and 
Assam, were also affected 
by the shutdown.

Agitators clashed with 
police, gheraoed Sonow-
al’s house in Dibrugarh
Agitators clashed with the 
police, gheraoed Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal’s 
house at his native place in 
Dibrugarh, blocked nation-
al highways and damaged 
vehicles in Assam during 
an 11-hour “bandh” called 
by the AASU to protest 
against the controversial 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill.

According to PTI, the 
All Assam Students’ Union 
(AASU) activists clashed 
with the police when they 
attempted to ransack a 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) office in Dibrugarh, 
prompting the security 
forces to resort to lathich-
arge and fire rubber bullets 
to disperse the protestors.

Nobody was injured 
in the incident, the police 
said.

The agitators gher-
aoed Sonowal’s house in 
his home town, Dibru-
garh, to register their pro-
test against the bill. They 
raised slogans that the chief 
minister had no reason 
to continue on his post as 
he could not protect the 
interests of the people of 
the state.

The protesters blocked 
roads and national high-
ways by burning tyres and 
smashed the windshields 
of trucks, cars and autor-
ickshaws at many places, 
including in Guwahati, the 
police said.

The picketers squatted 
on the railway tracks at 

various places in Guwahati 
and Dibrugarh district, but 
the movement of trains, 
including that of the Delhi-
bound Rajdhani Express 
and the Kolkata-bound 
Kamrup Express, resumed 
after the Government Rail-
way Police (GRP) personnel 
removed them from the 
tracks, railway sources said.

Private and govern-
ment vehicles plying on 
the national highways were 
being escorted by the po-
lice in convoys, they added.

Banners and posters at 
a BJP office were set ablaze 
in Golaghat, while a black 
flag was put up at another 
office of the saffron party 
in Lakhimpur district, the 
police said.

Tripura suspends SMS, 
mobile Internet for 2 days
 The Tripura government 
on Tuesday suspended 
mobile Internet and SMS 
services in the entire state 
for two days in the appre-
hension of law and order 
problem following a clash 
in West Tripura district.

In a notification, the 
home department said, 
“Incidents of rioting and 
arsoning have occurred in 
some areas in Jirania police 
station under West Tripura 
district and photographs 
of such incidents are be-
ing uploaded in the social 
media which may likely to 
generate serious law and 
order situation....” 

Those photos are likely 
to be used for transmis-
sion of fake information 
and to prevent this, use of 
SMS messages and mobile 
Internet/data services are 
being prohibited for 48 
hours since 3 pm Tuesday, 
the notification said.

tional institution are ex-
pected to support the strike.

She also informed that 
transport department in 
Bhopal is closed completely 
and Haryana Roadways 
is also participating in the 
strike.

As many as 10 Central 
Trade Unions (CTUs) have 
joined hands to go on a 
two-day nationwide strike 
from Tuesday. 20 crore 
workers are expected to 

join the strike.
This  is  the largest 

number of workers from 
formal and informal sectors 
joining a strike against anti-
people and anti-worker 
policies of the BJP-led cen-
tral government, she stated.

She informed that sec-
tors like telecom, health, 
education, coal, steel, elec-
tricity, banking, insurance 
and transport are support-
ing the strike.

The unions will go on 
protest march from Mandi 
House to Parliament in New 
Delhi on Wednesday. Simi-
lar protests would be done 
across the country.

Kaur had said the CTUs 
are also opposed to unilat-
eral labour reforms.

The 10 CTUs which have 
gone on strike include IN-
TUC, AITUC, HMS, CITU, 
AIUTUC, TUCC, SEWA, 
AICCTU, LPF and UTUC. 

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
Over 30,000 non-Muslims 
from Bangladesh, Paki-
stan and Afghanistan are 
staying in India on long-
term visa, Union minister 
Kiren Rijiju told Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

Replying to a written 
question in the Lok Sab-
ha, he said in the absence 
of any authentic survey, 
the accurate data of the 
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains and Christians who 

came from Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
settled in various parts of 
India including Assam by 
December 31, 2014 was 
not available.

“However, as per avail-
able information, more 
than 30,000 persons be-
longing to such minor-
ity communities in these 
countries are staying in 
India on long-term visa,” 
the Minister of State for 
Home Affairs added.

The Lok Sabha passed 
a bill on Tuesday, seek-
ing to grant Indian citi-
zenship to the Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains 
and Christians who had 
come to the country from 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan by December 
31, 2014.

The bill provides for 
Indian citizenship to such 
people after six years of 
stay in the country, in-
stead of 12 years.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): The government 
has no plans to repeal the controversial 
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 
1958, Union minister Kiren Rijiju told 
Parliament on Tuesday.

At present, there was no proposal to 
repeal the AFSPA, he said, replying to a 
written question in Lok Sabha. 

The Minister of State for Home Af-
fairs added that currently, the AFSPA 
was operational in the entire states of 
Assam, Nagaland, Manipur (except the 
Imphal municipal area), three districts 

namely Tirap, Changlang and Longding 
of Arunachal Pradesh and the areas fall-
ing within the jurisdiction of eight police 
stations in the districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh bordering Assam.

“The notifications declaring Ma-
nipur and Assam as ‘Disturbed Areas’ 
have been issued by the state govern-
ments. 

State government of Nagaland has 
not supported extension of notification 
declaring Nagaland as ‘Disturbed Area’ 
under AFSPA, 1958,” he said.

RSS affiliate Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh (BMS) will not 
participate.

“The government has 
failed to create jobs and 
grossly ignored unions’ 
12-point charter of de-
mands. The Group of Min-
isters headed by Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley on 
labour issues has not called 
unions for any discussion 
since September 2, 2015 
strike,” Kaur had said on 
Monday. In a joint state-
ment, the CTUs had also al-
leged that the government 
undermined tripartism and 
continued its “aggressive at-
tack with arrogance on the 
lives and livelihood of the 
working people.”

The unions are also 
opposed to the proposed 
amendments in Trade Un-
ion Act, 1926, saying those 
are irrational and extremely 
damaging to the independ-
ent functioning of unions.

The unions claim that 
farming communities 
through their associations 
have also extended support 
to the strike.



Reserve Bank of India employees protest outside their office during the 48-hour-long nationwide 
general strike called by central trade unions protesting against the “anti-people” policies of the Centre, 
in Kolkata on Tuesday.
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With Gopinath as IMF chief economist, 4 
women now at apex of world economy  

Banking operations partially 
affected due to trade union strike

RBI forms panel led 
by Nandan Nilekani to 
deepen digital payments

Huawei permitted only for 5G 
trials so far — DoT Secretary

Sensex jumps 130 pts; banking stocks rally

33.66 crore bank accounts opened under Jan-Dhan Yojana

RBI extends tokenisation services to online merchants

United Nations, Jan. 8 (IANS): Four 
women will dominate the global 
economic policy sphere with emi-
nent academic Gita Gopinath be-
coming the International Monetary 
Fund’s (IMF) chief economist.

In a sign of growing women 
power, she along with her boss and 
IMF’s Managing Director Christine 
Lagarde, World Bank’s chief econo-
mist Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg, 
and Kristalina Georgieva, the Bank’s 
CEO who will become its interim 
President next month, will have 
the leading role in guiding interna-
tional financial policy as the world 
economy faces its severest stress in 
more than a decade.

They confront the confluence of 
a retreat from globalization, a trade 
war between China and the US, 
uncertainties in Europe over Brexit, 
weakening of several currencies 
against the dollar, shifts in foreign 
direct investments and the growing 
inequalities between nations and 

within countries.
Gopinath, who became the first 

woman to become the IMF’s chief 
economist, succeeded Maurice 
Obstfeld, who left the organization 
at the end of last year.

When Lagarde announced in 
October Gopinath’s appointment 
with the formal title of Economic 
Counsellor and Director of the 
Research Department, she called 
her “one of the world’s outstanding 
economists, with impeccable aca-
demic credentials, a proven track 
record of intellectual leadership and 
extensive international experience”.

“All this makes her exceptionally 
well-placed to lead our Research 
Department at this important junc-
ture. I am delighted to name such a 
talented figure as our Chief Econo-
mist,” Lagarde said.

Before coming to the IMF, Gopi-
nath was professor of International 
Studies and Economics at Harvard 
University.

She was concurrently appointed 
in 2016 as the economic adviser to 
the Kerala Chief Minister with the 
rank of principal secretary. She has 
also served as a member of the Emi-
nent Persons Advisory Group on 
G-20 Matters for the Indian Ministry 
of Finance.

In addition to helping formulate 
policies for the IMF and set strate-
gies and evaluate the performance 
of nations, Gopinath will oversee 
the World Economic Outlook Re-
port that is considered a major 
survey of the global economy.

A significant aspect of her posi-
tion will be helping set the condi-
tions for countries seeking bailouts 
from the IMF. Often the terms call 
for stringent financial regulations 
and unpopular belt-tightening for 
the recipients.

A graduate of Lady Sri Ram 
College in New Delhi, Gopinath 
received her MA degree from the 
Delhi School of Economics.

She went on to Princeton Uni-
versity from where she got her Ph.D 
in economics in 2001 for her work 
on international macroeconomics 
and trade.

Gopinath was an assistant pro-
fessor at the University of Chicago 
before moving to Harvard in 2005. 
She received the Bhagwati Prize 
for the best paper published in the 
Journal of International Economics 
in 2003 and 2004.

In 2014, she was named one 
of the top 25 economists under 45 
by the IMF and was a World Eco-
nomic Forum Young Global Leader 
in 2011.

Her extensive research and 
writings include a critique of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s demon-
etization in 2016. Writing in the 
Project Syndicate within days of the 
demonetization, she presciently 
said the government “seems to be 
causing collateral damage to India’s 
economy”.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI):  Banking operations 
were partially affected Tuesday, as a section 
of employees refrained from work in sup-
port of the two-day strike call given by 10 
central trade unions to protest alleged anti-
labour policies of the government.

The All India Bank Employees Associa-
tion (AIBEA) and the Bank Employees Fed-
eration of India (BEFI) have supported the 
strike, which impacted banking operations 
where these two unions are strong.

However, the operations in State Bank 
of India (SBI) and private sector banks re-
mained unaffected, as other seven unions 
in the banking sector are not part of the 
strike.

Since employees associated with these 
two banking sector unions were on strike, 
counter activities such as cash deposit and 
withdrawal, cheque clearances were im-
pacted at many branches. Officers at many 
branches were seen handling some of the 
activities.

On December 26, 2018, nine bank un-
ions observed a one-day strike to protest the 
proposed amalgamation of Vijaya Bank and 
Dena Bank with Bank of Baroda.

Prior to this, the All India Bank Officers’ 
Confederation (AIBOC) went on strike on 
December 21.

AIBEA General Secretary C H Venkatach-
alam said the unions are against the merger 
of public sector banks (PSBs) as employees 
will lose their jobs and employment genera-
tion will be halted.

The unions are also against privatisa-
tion of PSBs as the government is doing in 
the case of IDBI Bank, he said, adding that 
Wednesday also the strike in banks will 
continue.

Many PSBs have already told their cus-
tomers about the likely impact on services 
if strike materialises.

“If the strike materialises, a section of 
the bank’s employees may take part in the 
proposed strike on the said dates, in which 
case, the normal functioning of the branch-
es/offices of the bank may get affected,” 
Indian Bank said in a statement.

The two-day strike on Tuesday and 
Wednesday has been called by the central 
trade unions against the alleged repressive 
policies for workers adopted by the govern-
ment.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS):  More than 
33 crore accounts were opened un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY) till last December 
and over 80 per cent of these are ac-
tive accounts, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Tuesday.

“As apprised by banks, as on 
December 26, 2018, there are 33.66 
crore accounts under the PMJDY. 
Out of these accounts, 28.16 crore 
PMJDY accounts are operative 

accounts,” Minister of State for Fi-
nance Shiv Pratap Shukla said in a 
written reply.

PMJDY accounts are “basic sav-
ings bank deposit account” and 
there is no requirement for main-
taining minimum balance in such 
accounts and thus no penalty is 
imposed.

Shukla said while accounts 
can be closed by banks on the 
request of customers, the banks 

are permitted to close an account 
in phased manner in case of non-
furnishing of required Know Your 
Customer (KYC) information and 
/or non-cooperation by the cus-
tomer. “Number of PMJDY accounts 
closed is not centrally monitored. 
However, cumulative number of 
existing PMJDY accounts...shows 
that the number of these accounts 
has increased since launch of the 
scheme,” he said.

Mumbai, Jan. 8 (IANS): The 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
on Tuesday appointed In-
fosys co-founder Nandan 
Nilekani as the Chairman of 
a five-member committee 
to accelerate digitisation 
of the economy and boost 
financial inclusion.

The committee will 
submit its report within 90 
days from the date of its 
first meeting. “With a view 
to encouraging digitisation 
of payments and enhance 
financial inclusion through 
digitisation, the Reserve 
Bank of India has decided to 
constitute a high-level com-
mittee on deepening digital 
payments,” the RBI said in a 
statement.

Apart from Nilekani, oth-
er members are RBI former 
Deputy Governor H.R. Khan, 
Vijaya Bank former MD and 
CEO Kishore Sansi, former 
Secretary at Ministries of 
Information Technology and 
Steel Aruna Sharma and IIM 
Ahmedabad Chief Innova-
tion Officer Sanjay Jain.

Nilekani, who is also a 
former Chairman of Unique 

Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI) or Aadhaar, 
will head the panel to “re-
view the existing status of 
digitisation of payments in 
the country, identify the cur-
rent gaps in the ecosystem 
and suggest ways to bridge 
them”.It will also assess the 
current levels of digital pay-
ments in financial inclu-
sion and undertake cross-
country analyses to identify 
best practices that can be 
adopted to accelerate digi-
tisation of the economy and 
financial inclusion through 
greater use of digital pay-
ments.

Citing other terms of 
reference, RBI said the panel 
will “provide a road map for 
increasing customer con-
fidence and trust while ac-
cessing financial services 
through digital modes” and 
“suggest a medium-term 
strategy for deepening of 
digital payments”. 

The panel will also sug-
gest measures to strengthen 
the safety and security of 
digital payments, the bank-
ing regulator said.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): Amid reports of 
Chinese technology major Huawei being 
banned in several countries, including the 
US, on security concerns, Telecom Secretary 
Aruna Sundararajan on Tuesday said the In-
dian government has allowed the company 
only to carry out trials for 5G connectivity 
as of now.

Speaking to reporters here on the side-
lines of a workshop on Internet of Things 
(IoT) and Machine-to-Machine (M2M) 
technology, Sundarajan clarified that the 
government would put the necessary safe-
guards in place before allowing companies 
to deploy 5G connectivity and access the 
core networks.

“We have asked...or rather Huawei has 
applied to us for participating in the trials, 
that is different from deployment,” she said. 

The secretary said that the Department 

of Telecommunications (DoT) would like 
to utilise the opportunity to understand 
Huawei’s archictecture and to what extent 
it would comply with the networks in India.

“We will be putting in place necessary 
safeguards. We will be putting in place all 
necessary safeguards before allowing any 
access to the core networks”. 

Along with the US, Canada and the UK 
some other European countries have raised 
concerns over snooping by the Chinese 
major. 

Local equipment manufacturers have 
also urged the government to stop the pro-
curement of Huawei products for public 
sector projects.

Last week, Union Communications Min-
ister Manoj Sinha told Rajya Sabha there is 
no proposal yet to ban the company in the 
country. 

Mumbai, Jan. 8 (PTI):  Benchmark 
equity indices ended higher for 
the third straight session Tuesday 
on widespread buying in banking 
stocks towards the fag end amid 
fresh inflows by foreign funds and 
positive global cues.

The BSE Sensex spurted 130.00 
points to end at 35,980.93, while the 
broader NSE Nifty advanced 30.35 
points to 10,802.15.

Both indices traded in the nega-
tive zone through most part of the 
session as investors booked profits 
in recent gainers amid weakness in 
the rupee due to rise in global crude 
prices. However, with the emergence 
of buying towards the close of the 
session, Sensex wiped off losses and 
hit a high of 36,037.35 before settling 
0.36 per cent higher.

The index had rallied 336.45 
points in the previous two straight 
sessions.

The 50-share NSE Nifty settled 
0.28 per cent higher. Intra-day, it 

touched a low of 10,733.25 and a 
high of 10,818.45.

According to Hemang Jani, Head 
- Advisory, Sharekhan by BNP Pari-
bas, banking stocks remained in 
focus after the RBI governor Monday 
expressed satisfaction over the per-
formance of the banking sector by 
saying bad loans have declined, par-
ticularly that of state-owned banks.

“Also the sharp moderation in 
bond yields should significantly 
boost the treasury performance of 
the banking sector,” he pointed out.

Market traded on a range-bound 
with a positive bias in which PSU 
banks led the gains on account of 
improving non-performing asset 
(NPA) resolution along with capital 
infusion and depressed valuation, 
said Vinod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Financial Services.

Investors have some caution 
ahead of corporate earnings and a 
hope over ongoing US and China 
trade meeting, he added.

Mumbai, Jan. 8 (IANS):  
Continuing its efforts to 
improve the safety of card 
transactions, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) on Tues-
day extended the use of 
tokenisation -- hiding of 
actual card details with a 
unique token -- in the wider 
payments ecosystem.

To date, the RBI had al-
lowed card payment net-
works like Visa and Master-
Card to use the tokenisation 
technology in card trans-
actions. The technology 
is now allowed to be used 
by merchants holding the 
card credentials like online 
retailers.

“It has now been decid-
ed to permit authorised card 
payment networks to offer 

card tokenisation services 
to any token requestor (i.e., 
third party app provider),” 
the RBI said in a statement. 
For now, the facility will 
be offered through mobile 
phones and tablets only.

The permission extends 
to all use cases and chan-
nels like near field commu-
nication (NFC), magnetic 
secure transmission (MST)-
based contactless trans-
actions, in-app payments 
and QR (quick response) 
code-based payments, the 
bank said.

“The Reserve Bank has 
today (Tuesday) released 
guidelines on tokenisation 
for debit/ credit/ prepaid 
card transactions as a part 
of its continuous endeavour 

to enhance the safety and 
security of the payment 
systems in the country,” the 
statement said.

Tokenisation involves a 
process in which a unique 
token masks sensitive card 
details and thus, in lieu of 
actual card details, this to-
ken is used to perform card 
transactions. The token will 
be unique for a combination 
of card, token requestor and 
“identified device”. 

While all other instruc-
tions related to card transac-
tions will be applicable for 
tokenised card transactions 
as well, the RBI stated: “The 
ultimate responsibility for 
the card tokenisation serv-
ices rendered rests with the 
authorised card networks.”

Before providing card 
tokenisation services, card 
payment networks will have 
to put in place a mechanism 
for periodic system (includ-
ing security) audit at fre-
quent intervals, at least once 
a year, of all entities involved 
in providing card tokenisa-
tion services to customers.

“ To k e n i s a t i o n  a n d 
de-tokenisation shall be 
performed only by the au-
thorised card network, and 
recovery of original Primary 
Account Number (PAN) 
should be feasible for the 
authorised card network 
only. Adequate safeguards 
shall be put in place to en-
sure that PAN cannot be 
found out from the token 
and vice versa, by anyone 

except the card network,” 
the RBI said. Registration 
of card on token requestor’s 
app will be done only with 
explicit customer consent 
and the customers will have 
the option to register/ de-
register their card for a par-
ticular use cases like con-
tactless and QR code-based.

“Card issuers shall en-
sure easy access to cus-
tomers for reporting loss 
of ‘identified device’ or any 
other such event which may 
expose tokens to unauthor-
ised usage. Card network, 
along with card issuers and 
token requestors, shall put 
in place a system to im-
mediately de-activate such 
tokens and associated keys,” 
the bank added.
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Citizenship (Amendment) Bill: 
What’s the Uproar About?

T
he Citizenship Act of 1955 regulates the process of 
acquiring Indian citizenship. It allows individuals 
born in India or of Indian origin, or have resided 
in the country for a period of time, to become 

an Indian citizen. It prohibits illegal migrants though. 
The act enables a person to apply for Indian citizenship 
by naturalisation if one has resided in the country for 12 
months preceding the application; and for 11 of the 14 
years preceding the 12 months. It allows the cancellation 
of registration of overseas Indian citizens if they register 
by fraud or if they are imprisoned for two or more years 
within five years of registration.

On the other hand, the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
of 2016, which was introduced in the Lok Sabha more than 
two years ago, seeks to amend the Citizenship Act of 1955. 
Under the proposed bill, illegal migrants belonging to 
minority communities namely the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Jain, Parsi and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan can apply for Indian citizenship after six years 
of residence in the country; and not 11 years as stipulated 
in the previous Act. It says also that registration of overseas 
Indian citizens can be cancelled if the applicants violate 
the law. The proposed changes have disappointed sections 
of the society particularly indigenous peoples from the 
north-eastern part of India.

The controversial bill is a regressive legislation that 
goes against the basic tenets of the constitution. It has 
a political tint to it as the BJP had promised in its 2014 
general election manifesto to grant Indian citizenships 
to Hindus persecuted in the neighbouring countries. 
The goodwill in helping someone in distress should be 
appreciated but the intention of the Bill is questionable in 
the current form. The reason: The exclusion of Muslims, 
the largest religious minority in India and other religions 
such as the Jews. Some may argue that India has helped 
Muslims from neighbouring countries in the past, which 
may be the premise for their exclusion this time. But the 
fact is that deliberately keeping any religious community 
out of the ambit of the bill is a direct challenge to right to 
equality provided in Article 14 of the constitution. It is a 
threat to the idea of secularism that India takes pride in. 

If the bill is legislated, Indian states sharing borders 
with Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan could 
witness an influx of illegal immigrants. This is why several 
organisations from the Northeast, especially from Assam 
are protesting against the bill saying that it would affect 
the future of the indigenous people in the region. It is also 
argued that the bill would nullify the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) for Assam. The NRC was formulated to 
identify people who came to the state after the midnight 
of March 24 1971. The NRC does not differentiate migrants 
on the basis of religion but the proposed bill does. Thus, it 
gives a window to non-Muslims to bypass the NRC rule. 
The Nagas too should keep an eye on the bill as it can be 
manipulated to supersede the rights provided in Article 
371 (A) of the Indian constitution.

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Santosh Mehrotra | thewire.in

I trust in you, Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 
Psalm 31:14

Last year, friends and I prayed for healing for three 
women battling cancer. We knew God had the 
power to do this, and we asked Him to do so every 
day. We’d seen Him work in the past and believed 

He could do it again. There were days in each one’s battle 
where healing looked like it was a reality, and we rejoiced. 
But they all died that fall. Some said that was “the ultimate 
healing,” and in a way it was. Still the loss hurt us deeply. 
We wanted Him to heal them all—here and now—but for 
reasons we couldn’t understand, no miracle came. 

Some people followed Jesus for the miracles He per-
formed and to get their needs met (John 6:2, 26). Some 
simply saw Him as the carpenter’s son (Matthew 13:55–
58), and others expected Him to be their political leader 
(Luke 19:37–38). Some thought of Him as a great teacher 
(Matthew 7:28–29), while others quit following Him be-
cause His teaching was hard to understand (John 6:66).

Jesus still doesn’t always meet our expectations of 
Him. Yet He is so much more than we can imagine. He’s 
the provider of eternal life (vv. 47–48). He is good and 
wise; and He loves, forgives, stays close, and brings us 
comfort. May we find rest in Jesus as He is and keep fol-
lowing Him.     

Thank You, Jesus, that You are the kind of Savior we 
need. Wrap us in Your love and bring us confident  

rest in You.

Future Prospects for the 
Economy Don’t Seem Promising

Is India Really 96% Open Defecation Free?
The Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin’s achievements are built on shaky data left behind by the UPA government.

E
ven the most optimistic estimates 
cannot deny that in all likelihood, 
the world economy will grow at a 
slower pace in 2019 than it did in 

the previous year.
Most significantly, the Chinese econ-

omy that had managed to keep its engine 
running at full throttle over the last four 
decades is slowly running out of gas. The 
fact that tech giant Apple had to cut its 
sales forecast citing an unforeseen “mag-
nitude of economic deceleration” in China 
is telling of the economic heft the Asian 
economy carries in the world today. 

Even though this slowdown of the Chi-
nese economy was expected, the trade 
war with the US has only hastened the 
inevitable. Apart from the trade war, the 
continuation of monetary tightening by 
the world’s largest economies will only add 
to the misery.

Amidst such bleak global prospects, 
the Indian economy has been reeling un-
der its own share of problems. 

The economy was surging at 8.2 per-
cent in the quarter ended June 2018 - the 
fastest rate for any major economy in the 
world. Even though India still carries that 
distinction, the growth rate slowed down 

towards the end of the year to 7.1 percent. 
Government data released on Monday put 
at growth rate at 7.2 per cent in 2018-19. 
Investments have also taken a hit. As per 
data from the Centre for Monitoring In-
dian Economy (CMIE), investments into 
new projects in the last three months of 
2018 was at its lowest level since the BJP 
came into power in 2014. The value of 
stalled projects has also risen to the sec-
ond highest in the tenure of the current 
government.

The latest downturn is a culmination 
of the adverse global conditions that have 
played out over the last few months. A sud-
den spike in crude oil prices had sent the 
Indian currency in a freefall, widening the 
current account deficit and dampening 
growth. Only a reversal in oil price trends 
proved to be a saving grace for the Indian 
economy. The series of events were a rude 
reminder of the dependence of the health 
of the Indian economy on the price of oil.

A higher price of oil was a leading 
cause of the dismal economic scenario in 
the final years of UPA-II and its sustained 
downward revision explained the econo-
my’s improved performance during a ma-
jority of the current government’s tenure. 
As per IMF estimates, the windfall gains to 
the Indian economy from a fall in crude oil 
prices were a cumulative 4 percent of GDP 

in 2015 and 2016.
Therefore, oil price trends will also have 

a strong bearing on India’s economic per-
formance in 2019. The price will probably 
remain subdued owing to the slowdown 
in the global economy, but the oil cartel, 
Organisation of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC) is a wild card. Even 
though the dominance of Russia and US 
has grown in the global oil markets, OPEC 
still wields a significant influence. So, the 
volatility in oil prices owing to OPEC’s pro-
duction cuts will be a major challenge in 
the coming year.

Another aspect that will play a defining 
role in the performance of the economy 
is the oncoming elections in May. As is 
the wont of the political class in India, the 
government is expected to boost spending 
in the months leading up to the election, 
especially towards the farming commu-
nity, to garner voter support for the ruling 
party. Conversations around farm loan 
waivers have already picked up following 
the BJP’s disappointing performance in 
the recent state elections. Such efforts are 
bound to pressure the state’s fiscal goals, 
which are already in jeopardy considering 
the government had already reached its 
annual budgetary targets in October itself. 
Even though these moves might result in 
short-term growth spurts, the impact on 

the economy’s growth in the second half of 
the year will depend on the electoral out-
comes.

The lending activities of the banks will 
be another determinant of the revival in 
economic activity of the country. Banks 
have become extremely risk-averse in 
granting loans due to increased scrutiny 
by the RBI on account of the mounting 
piles of stressed assets. Hopefully, 2019 will 
be the year when the problem of bad loans 
will finally move towards resolution and 
stop being an impediment to growth.

With a tepid global economic scenario, 
subdued domestic sentiment, and an elec-
tion that is bound to bring a coalition gov-
ernment into power, the future prospects 
for the economy do not seem promising. 
The successive government is likely to 
take charge in a less than ideal economic 
environment and will face significant 
challenges to infuse stability and stronger 
growth into the economy. The task is cut 
out for them.

Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at 
amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and 

tweets @kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, senior 
researcher, Institute for Competitiveness, 

has contributed to the article.

T
he Census 2011 told us only 32% of India’s rural 
households had toilets. Other studies showed 
that a fewer number of those households actually 
used those toilets.

Under the Narendra Modi government’s Swachh 
Bharat Mission (SBM), much has changed. Firstly, com-
mitment has come from the highest level of government, 
especially the prime minister. By all accounts, the secre-
tary in charge of SBM is a remarkably driven man.

Secondly, under SBM, for the first time, the govern-
ment is focusing on changing behaviour on a large scale. 
In fact, India is implementing the world’s largest collective 
behaviour movement for rural sanitation.

Third, there is new focus on verification of ODF (open 
defecation free) status by monitoring toilet use. Earlier it 
was counting the number of toilets built. SBM guidelines 
specifically state that the focus has to now be on counting 
ODF villages. However, the two have gone together (as we 
show below).

Fourth, money has been allocated on a scale hith-
erto unheard of to hire the staff to mobilise communities 
around sanitation. Half a million Swachhagrahis have 
been deployed in villages and districts (who, of course, 
need more support and training).

In 2014, the prime minister announced the goal of 
eliminating open defecation by 2019.

However, that would have required the slow pace of 
decline in open defecation to have accelerated, starting 
in 2014, by more than a multiple of 12. This would have 
been thrice as fast as the fastest five-year decline in open 
defecation ever recorded globally.

The speed with which toilets are being constructed 
has indeed gained momentum. Over 4.5 million toilets 
had been constructed between October 2014 and Octo-
ber 2017. This then jumped to 9.12 million by December 
30 2018, and the number rises every minute as you watch 
the clicker on the ministry website.

By October 2017, more than 2,43,000 (of India’s 
6,50,000) villages, 201 out of 677 districts  and five states 
had been declared ODF. This then reached an incredible 
5,39,000 villages, 580 districts and 27 states and UTs by 
December 30, 2018, in just 15 months. The speed of con-
struction is nothing short of breakneck.

Credibility of data
At this point, the natural question to ask is if whether these 
claims are credible.

We have only the government’s administrative records 
to go by. Rarely, if ever, in India are administrative records 
reliable, especially if the ministry driving the programme 
is closely measuring output and is required to “show re-
sults”.

There has been no credible, independent survey (till 
very recently) that can offer a useful nationally represent-
ative estimate of the fraction of rural persons defecating 
in the open.

Let me explain further. Prior to the national Census 
of 2011, for which the data is reliable, the UPA-II govern-
ment’s website was claiming that 72% of rural households 
had a toilet. However, the Census revealed that only 32%  
had a toilet – which tells you how reliable government 
data on such target-driven programmes is. The govern-
ment then promptly conducted a survey in 2012 which 
found that actual toilet coverage was 36% of households.

What is most important for our purposes is how the 
current Modi government agrees that 96% rural sanitation 
coverage has been achieved in four years.

SBM-G’s claims rest on using the 2012 baseline survey 
as the starting point for estimating percentage increase 
in households with toilets since 2014. The 2012 survey 
estimates are for households with toilets – and not actu-
al ODF households or villages – since even the previous 
government did not ever claim that 32% rural households 
having a toilet amounted to those villages becoming ODF.

If we assume that the 2012 base is correct, then the 
96% current coverage is “correct”. But the current govern-
ment has not bothered to check whether the 2012 base-
line data about households with toilets is correct – forget 
about the actual use or functionality of the pre-2012 toi-
lets today, or even in the year 2012 itself.

In the 2012 survey, those who had received incentives 
to build a toilet during previous government programmes 
were to be excluded in the new list for toilet subsidy in 
2014, prepared by the current government. As there was 
little focus on behaviour change pre-2012, studies show 
the toilets would not be functional after lack of use.

Around nine million families are in this category at the 
national level – who are not to be provided toilets by the 
current SBM-G programme, as they are ‘assumed’ to have 
toilets – since they got a government subsidy to build one. 

However, there are additional problems with the data. 
Note that prior to 2014, the government’s focus was on 
building toilets for BPL (below poverty line) households 
only, and there are other programme studies that dem-
onstrate that the BPL list itself was characterised by large 
inclusion and exclusion errors.

Even more, the Above Poverty Line families never 
were to be provided subsidies to build toilets, either then 
or since 2014. Even if all so-called BPL households have 
since 2014 been provided toilets in the 27 states/UTs now 
declared ODF, the APL households were and still are re-
quired to build their own toilets – which they may or may 
not do, depending upon whether they are convinced of 
the need for giving up the centuries-old habit of defecat-
ing in the open.

The SBM-G increased toilet construction, but is still 
focused on the so-called BPL. The APL households – who 
are several times larger in number in every village than 
BPL ones – are supposed to construct toilets through col-
lective behaviour change. There is no data available on the 
government’s website regarding coverage of APL house-
holds during SBM-G.

Meanwhile, the Union Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation has since October 2014  declared districts and 
villages ODF on the basis of the 2012 baseline coverage of 
toilets built.

New survey contradicts claims
A recent survey in late 2018 by the Research Institute for 
Compassionate Economics reports conclusions that are 
consistent with our analysis. Between 42% to 57% of rural 
people (in UP, Bihar, Rajasthan, MP) over two years of age 
defecate in the open, with a preferred estimate of 43%.

This result contradicts the government’s claims that 
open defecation has been eliminated in these states.

It also reports that 40% of households with a latrine 
have at least one person who defecates in the open, and 
56% of all households have at least one person who def-
ecates in the open in rural areas in these states.

However, the good news is that in the four states, open 
defecation fell from about 70% of people  in 2014 (the 
same households had been surveyed then), to about 44% 
of people in 2018.

The RICE study reports that nearly the entire change 
in open defecation between 2014 and 2018 comes from 
increases in latrine ownership, rather than from changes 
in behaviour.

Many challenges remain
Clearly, there are many substantive challenges that face a 
well-meaning prime minister and secretary determined 
to declare villages have become ODF.

First, few people in villages want the pit latrines pro-
vided by the government, so in many cases funds spent 
on latrines do not result in functional latrines. Moreover, 
changing mindsets remains a challenge: acceptance of 
twin pit toilets is still a problem, as APL people in villag-
es want a septic tank, although it: requires more land as 
its pit is bigger, more money, is unhygienic and requires 
emptying. Rural people still think that a twin pit is a gov-
ernment toilet for poor people.  

More education and communication is needed to ad-
vocate that a twin-pit latrine is safe and scientific, easily 
built, costs less, easy to empty, and the waste can be used 
as manure. But there are question marks about IEC fund 
allocation and utilisation in SBM-G.  

Second, masons are essential for introducing twin-pit 
technology to villages. They should be competent in twin-
pit technology and committed to its adoption.  In many 
districts, very few masons are available who can construct 
a twin-pit toilet and have conviction that this is a scientific 
technology.

Third, there is the challenge that some district offi-
cials using coercive methods to stop open defecation to 
achieve targets. This is not behaviour change. A centuries 
old problem in India requires constant efforts to change 
the mindset of the people.

The RICE study reports that the SBM routinely used 
coercion and threats to achieve toilet construction, and in 
more limited cases, use. Coercion included harassment, 
fines, denial of public benefits, and in some cases even 
detention by the police. They find that ST and SC house-
holds were more likely than households from other social 
groups to report experiencing coercion.

The study reveals how administrative data leads to 

misleading claims by the government. Many elected lead-
ers and village secretaries readily stated to researchers 
that block and district officials expected them to fill out 
the paperwork claiming “open defecation free” status 
when about 80% of the households owned latrines. This 
is the reason that the two RICE studies (mentioned above) 
find little difference in use among latrine owners in 2014 
and 2018.

In fact it becomes why coercion is used: rapid time-
lines for latrine construction imposed on local officials 
by block and district officials “were part of the reason that 
coercion was such a widely used tool in SBM implementa-
tion”. In fact, the 2018 survey finds that more than half of 
households in the focus states are aware of some form of 
coercion in their village.

Successful rural sanitation programmes world-wide 
with community-led total sanitation (the CLTS approach) 
have been based on no hardware subsidy.  India’s subsidy 
programme creates unique problems.

The major dangers resulting from a subsidy-driven 
programme are:

1) Constructing toilets without collective behaviour 
change; if even one person still defecates in the open 
that village cannot be declared ODF;

2) Low quality and inappropriate construction;
3) Lack of ownership and partial usage of toilets, with 

some household members continuing OD; and
4) Leaving out those least able.

Under the circumstances, declarations of ODF to 
meet targets when the reality lags far behind is almost in-
evitable. The 26 percentage point reduction (70% to 44% 
in four states in the RICE study of 2018 compared to their 
2014 study in the same states) in individual open def-
ecation over a four year period (more than six percentage 
points per year) was rapid compared to the likely rate of 
decline in earlier years.

The National Family Health Survey (3rd and 4th 
rounds) finds that household-level open defecation in 
the region declined at less than two percentage points 
per year (from about 87% of households to about 70% of 
households) between 2005 and 2015.

Between Census 2001 and 2011, the number of ru-
ral households with toilets had increased at roughly one 
percentage point per annum. Even if that rate has trebled 
since then, the 32% could have increased to 52% of rural 
households today in India as a whole. The share of villages 
“free of open defecation” of this 52% however is anybody’s 
guess.

Santosh Mehrotra is a human development economist, 
former UNICEF adviser, and professor, JNU.
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What Kind of 
Savior is He?

BIBLE READ:  JOHN 6:47–51, 60–66       
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

From this time many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer followed him.            

~  John 6:66



Traditional varieties of rice being dried in preparation for conservation and future use Credit: ARSWS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Everything should 
be going great for your career, Aries. It may 
all seem too good to be true, but rest assured 
that it’s real. Events could involve a job change, 

promotion, raise, or the opportunity to strike out on your 
own. Don’t kid yourself. A lot of challenges lie ahead, but 
this should all lead to great personal satisfaction in the 
long run. Go for it.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Discussions with 
those close to you could lead to the discovery 
of new concepts, perhaps from foreign cultures. 
You will want to learn more about them, Taurus, 

as will your friends. You might even decide to plan a trip to 
a place where you could expand your knowledge of this new 
interest. Any trip planned today should go smoothly and be 
quite rewarding. Don’t hesitate.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Emotions that run 
very deep should bring you a lot of satisfaction 
today, Gemini. Relationships of all kinds could 
also be especially promising. A romantic rela-

tionship may be consummated, revitalized, or moved to 
the next level of commitment. Close friendships might 
become closer because of your mutual interests. Happi-
ness and satisfaction should reign in the home today.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Relations with 
neighbors, siblings, or other relatives could get a 
shot in the arm now, Cancer. For some, your re-
cent business successes cause them to get on the 

bandwagon. For others, your personal growth could increase 
their admiration of you. Partnerships of any kind formed to-
day show great promise of success. These could be business, 
personal, or romantic. Don’t be shy. Go with the flow.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Success in your work con-
tinues to bring good fortune your way. Today you 
might get reassurance that this isn’t a flash in the 
pan. You’re likely to be financially secure for a long 

time. You’re probably feeling strong and robust, full of energy 
and stamina, and ready to take on just about any challenge. 
Move ahead, Leo, but move with caution. You’re never too 
prosperous to be careful.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): As you continue to 
enjoy success and good fortune, your self-confi-
dence grows, Virgo, and so you’re likely to attract 
new relationships with fascinating people in 

exciting fields who share your vision and interests. These 
could be business associations, close friendships, or new 
romantic partners. Relax and be yourself. You don’t have 
to impress anyone. They probably already like you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today your sensitiv-
ity joins forces with practicality. Intuitive in-
sights could come to you today, and you might 
express your new ideas to others, Libra. Don’t 

be surprised if they accept them. Your unconscious mind 
is on a far more practical track than you may assume. 
Make use of this ability while you can because it might not 
be so clear tomorrow. Go with the flow.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today shows the 
promise of being a very busy yet fulfilling day, 
Scorpio. Enterprises involving corporations, 
churches, or other groups in your community 

are likely to benefit from your participation. You combine 
intuition with practicality in everything you do. You’re es-
pecially communicative and good at dealing with others. 
Don’t be surprised if public recognition comes your way.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your finan-
cial success over the past several weeks may 
seem too good to be true, Sagittarius. It might 
make yet another leap forward. This should 

make you happy. It also could bring up your insecurity 
over whether or not this cycle will continue. It probably 
will for a while. It might be a good idea to save or invest 
your money, just so you can feel more secure in the future.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re flying 
high at this point, Capricorn, enjoying the suc-
cess you’ve achieved over the past several weeks. 
Today you could accomplish yet another goal, 

adding to your feeling of accomplishment. You might plan a 
vacation or perhaps return to college. The expansion of your 
horizons hasn’t left you complacent. Instead, you want to con-
tinue expanding. This is a very positive development. Go for it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you might 
have insights as to how to advance your career. 
These could come your way through dreams, sud-
den revelations, or perhaps visions. Don’t hesitate 

to put them into action simply because of the unorthodox 
way they come to you, Aquarius. Some of the most progres-
sive and successful ideas have come because the inventor had 
a vivid dream. Write down your insights and go for it.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): All your relation-
ships should be especially warm and supportive 
now, Pisces. This is a great day to form a busi-
ness, personal, or romantic partnership. Busi-

ness partnerships made now should be successful, while 
committed romantic bonds entered into today could well 
last for a long time. Be open, honest, and unafraid to speak 
your mind. You might find that others share your thoughts.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Avijit Pathak | thewire.in

Hiren Kumar Bose | thewire.in

Does the Indian Science Congress 
Acknowledge the Need to Be Reflexive?

Fighting Against Climate Vagaries, Bengal Farmers Practice Conservation

Barring some remarkable exceptions, scientists tend to confine themselves to their labs and seldom speak out about the relationship 
between science and society. This is not freedom from politics but just another kind of politics.

Going against the general 
preference for HYV rice, 
some marginal farmers 
in Bankura have started 
conserving, documenting 
and propagating 
traditional varieties.

A
s delegates in the Indian Sci-
ence Congress share their 
discoveries, inventions and 
ideas, let’s begin on a posi-

tive note: science is potentially liber-
ating. With its spirit of critical enquiry 
and constant experimentation (or 
‘conjectures and refutations’, as Karl 
Popper would have it), science lays 
the foundation of an open society.

No wonder then that it’s not mere-
ly for professional scientists working 
in the physical and life-sciences. It 
also activates methodological de-
bates in the social sciences. As Jawa-
harlal Nehru and others have said, it 
is to be experienced as a state of mind 
– a way of doing things, relating to 
people and looking at the world.

However, the narrative of science 
is not always smooth and straight. 
Even though modernists guided by 
the Enlightenment dream of a ra-
tional society see it as some sort of 
‘foundational truth’ expanding the 
realms of certainty and predictabil-
ity, science can’t free itself from the 
political economy of knowledge pro-
duction.

Modern nation-states pampered 
it for legitimising stories of ‘develop-
ment’ and fuelling militaristic power. 
The market needed it for mass pro-
duction and to sustain the demand 
for boundless gadgets as the leisure 

class develops in late capitalism. The 
age of surveillance requires it more 
urgently for its disciplinary devices. 
Research priorities in science are not 
free from this politics.

In other words – and as critical 
theorists have argued – the spectacle 
of technology in the popular imagi-
nation became more important than 
the wonder of science. As a result, sci-
ence got closer to the establishment 
and its principle of domination. One 
could be technologically enriched 
now and still socially conservative. 
Examples include a promoter of cow 
vigilantism spreading all sorts of tox-
ic messages through his smartphone 
or a defence expert pleading for nu-
clear bombs as a token of nationalist 
pride.

This is why even people like us – 
scientists not of the natural sciences 
– should take part in the debate and 
reflect on the practice of science. 
This is more so in our society, where 
the ruling party negates even the 
slightest trace of critical thinking in 
the name of faith. Is it possible to 
practice science and remain indiffer-
ent to all that’s happening around us?

Despite his silence on many of 
these issues, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi delivered the opening note 
at the ingoing Indian Science Con-
gress. Nobel laureates showed up to 
listen to him speak. And then, the 
scientists took over to discuss their 
research papers. Mature citizenship 

demands that we carry on the debate 
through all of this.

Labs and the world
For starters, there’s something fun-
damentally wrong with the way 
young learners are growing up with 
science. Because of a strange hierar-
chy in knowledge traditions (science 
v. humanities), they believe ‘PCM’ 
– physics, chemistry and mathemat-
ics – somehow has more intellectual 
capital. And this is how the mind be-
gins to close.

They tend to insulate science 
from the world, from its politics, 
culture and moral dilemmas. With 
chronic career anxiety, a common 
symptom of an overpopulated coun-
try, they then reduce science into a 
unified ‘FIITJEE/Aakash/Brilliant’ 
mantra: science as a set of riddles 
for instant solution, disseminated 
through guide books and all sorts of 
‘mock tests’. In this process, science 
essentially loses its spirit. It becomes 
reduced to a mere skill, and kills the 
creative imagination of young minds.

It’s thus unlikely that a typical in-
stitute of technology will today pro-
duce the next S.N. Bose or C.V. Ra-
man. The primary purpose of even 
the more pampered IITs has become 
to produce technologists for the cor-
porate world.

Even in universities, scientists – 
barring some remarkable exceptions 
– tend to confine themselves to their 

labs and seldom speak out about the 
relationship between science and 
society. This insulation, often main-
tained in the name of specialisation 
and a professional ‘value-neutrality’, 
creates a culture of silence. This is not 
freedom from politics. This is anoth-
er kind of politics – one that sancti-
fies the status quo. This seems to be 
why, as Zygmunt Bauman wrote with 
great insight, even good scientists 
and technologists didn’t hesitate to 
make the Holocaust a success.

It is thus doubly important that 
science see itself through the eyes 
of poetry, philosophy and politics. 
There are living examples. First, think 
of our orientation to nature. Science 
has indeed evolved through Baconi-
an empiricism, Cartesian rationality, 
Newtonian reductionism, Darwinian 
evolutionism and new discoveries in 
physics.

But the question remains: Is na-
ture merely a ‘resource’ out there 
waiting to be observed, operation-
alised, explained, reduced into ele-
ments and used in purely instru-
mental fashion? Or is nature also 
endowed with its own spirit – the way 
William Wordsworth saw beyond 
the “meddling intellect” and felt its 
beauty? A nuanced conversation be-
tween science and poetry will help us 
evolve a more meaningful and eco-
logical approach to the world.

Second, think of modern biomed-
icine and the way it has transformed 

the experience of death. Death is 
today a medically monitored proc-
ess to be undertaken in the intensive 
care unit of a specialty hospital, by 
yourself, surrounded by the steely 
façade of machines. Is it possible to 
die another a way, however? The way 
an old leaf falls from a tree in a gen-
tle dance, the way the Sun sets in a 
splash of pink, orange and indigo? 
Let’s ask if biomedicine can engage 
with the spiritual discourses on living 
and dying. And to ask this question is 
to birth the possibility of practising 
another kind of science – one that 
looks beyond instrumental reason-
ing and appreciates the hermeneutic 
arts of empathy and care.

A social audit of science
Unlike the history congress, the sci-
ence congress is seen as a major 
event for the nation. This isn’t sur-
prising. Scientific knowledge in mo-
dernity is perceived to have a higher 
‘status’. However, social philosophers 
haven’t always appreciated its hege-
monic principle. Paul Feyerabend 
came down like a hammer and 
pleaded for an anarchist theory of 
knowledge. Postmodernists sought 
to dethrone science by deconstruct-
ing all grand narratives. Ashis Nandy 
and others – inspired by the spirit of a 
neo-Gandhian utopia – have spoken 
of science, hegemony and violence.

As a student of social practice, I 
believe that reflexivity is the need of 

the hour. Science has to look at itself. 
As the American sociologist Robert 
Merton once said, science is char-
acterised by “organised scepticism” 
because it doesn’t take anything for 
granted, and accepts something only 
with empirical evidence. This seems 
to be the reason why science sepa-
rates itself from mythology or the 
bundle of superstitions.

In our times, we experience the 
horrors of a risk-taking society. We 
consume all sorts of media simula-
tions of a hyperreal world; surgical 
strikes, rocket launches and a crick-
eter’s century look equally spectacu-
lar on the TV. We witness the subtle 
practice of technological manipula-
tion through CCTV cameras and in-
ternalise Aadhaar as good living. In 
these times, science has to become 
reflexive, turn its gaze upon itself, 
and redefine itself.

Science for whom? Science for 
what? These questions aren’t sim-
ply academic. Our collective destiny 
depends on the way we respond to 
them.

A reflexive science is also humble. 
It invites a poet, a philosopher, an 
ordinary citizen to visualise a world 
where William Blake and Isaac New-
ton converse, and communicate. Are 
the delegates of the science congress 
prepared to accept this?

Avijit Pathak is a professor of 
sociology at JNU.

A
s we stood beneath the sky laden with 
clouds, “Watch the play of green,” said 
Anjan Kumar Sinha, a botanist. In-
deed, the knee-high paddy bedecked 

in hues ranging from teal to moss and scores 
of green shades in between swayed, buffeted 
by the moist breeze of mid-September.

The size of car-parking lots, the farm plots 
were a mosaic of vivid as well as somber green 
in rural Bankura, also known as rangamatir 
desh or the land of red earth. Each plot had a 
different traditional variety of paddy that has 
the potential to be developed for climate resil-
ience, being conserved by a group of farmers.

Farmers’ preference
Agriculture is the mainstay of people in Banku-
ra district, known among art lovers for its terra-
cotta horses and medieval temples. The major-
ity of them are small and marginal farmers. The 
net cultivable area of the district is 4.30 lakh ha. 
The average landholding is 1.02 ha, the frag-
mentation caused by division of land among 
family members over generations.

Paddy is the main crop, grown in 4.28 
lakh ha, followed by potato, vegetables and 
oilseeds. Here, like elsewhere in West Bengal, 
the high-yielding variety (HYV) rice is the 
preferred choice. Folk varieties or landraces 
having been abandoned due to low yield and 
less market demand, despite the lesser inputs 
needed to grow them.

During the course of his research on West 
Bengal’s agro-biodiversity Sinha (36) visited 
remote agricultural pockets and found tradi-

tional varieties that held promise for crop im-
provement on the verge of extinction. He felt 
the need to be conserve and document them.

“Interested in cultivating HYV rice that 
give better yield, our farmers completely ig-
nored traditional variants, and we are losing 
our agricultural treasure that has stood the 
test of time and may be the source of climate 
resilient crop,” Sinha, who is a part-time fac-
ulty in Bankura Sammilani College, told Vil-
lageSquare.in. “As a farmer’s son, I understand 
the importance of traditional varieties and try 
to preserve our seed wealth with the assist-
ance of several marginal farmers.”

Need for conservation
The cultivated rice, Oryza sativa, originated in 
South East Asia and evolved into 88,681 differ-
ent varieties, of which 55,615 are landraces, 
1,171 are wild races and 32,895 are other vari-
eties. Green Revolution improved production 
of food grains making us self-sufficient but 
HYV, its backbone, indirectly caused erosion 
of landraces and wild varieties.

Once considered the rice bowl of India, 
West Bengal boasts of a large number of lan-
draces. According to an estimate, the state 
hosts over 50,000 varieties of rice, a major-
ity of them having disappeared due to faulty 
agricultural practices. Lured by HYV, farmers 
have confined themselves to 15 such races 
and have ceased cultivating the folk varieties.

These varieties are of immense value in 
agriculture as they are a treasure house of in-
numerable important genes, having evolved 
in a particular environment over millions of 
years. Development of disease-resistant new-
er varieties is possible with the genes available 
only in landraces.

Indigenous varieties like Kalamkati, Dan-
arguri, Tulsibhog, Nagrasail, Vutmuri, Sitasail, 
Gobindobhog, Neta, Rupsail, Chandrakan-
ta, Daransail, Kataribhog, Daharnagra, and 
Badshabhog showed immense promise, as 
per a study conducted on 65 landraces in 2012.

Farmers’ conservation efforts
Guided by Sinha, rice growers of six villages in 
Bankura have formed the Ranabahal-based 
Amarkanan Rural Socio-Environmental Wel-
fare Society (ARSWS), a farmers’ group that 
preserves and propagates folk rice varieties. 

Presently the group boasts of 50 members. 
Membership is increasing, though at a slow 
pace, as there is little awareness about folk va-
rieties among consumers.

One can become a member by expressing 
willingness to cultivate the traditional paddy 
variety without the use of chemical inputs. 
The farmer gets 500g to 1kg of seeds on be-
coming a member. About three-and-a-half 
months after cultivation, he returns 1kg of 
seeds from his harvest.

Most farmers said that they grew the lan-
draces for personal consumption due to their 
aroma and nutrition. “A kilo of seeds yields 
between 50 and 60 kg of rice,” farmer-mem-
ber Biman Sinha (50) of Ranabahal village 
told VillageSquare.in. Biman Sinha has been 
growing aromatic varieties like Gobindobhog, 
Danarguri and Sindhurmukhi organically in 
five bighas (three bighas equals an acre) for 
the past eight years.

Conservation and documentation
Before transplanting the paddy, most farmers 
replenish the soil by ploughing leguminous 
green manure crop Sesbania (locally known 
as dhonche) or Gliricidia into the soil. Both 
roots and stems host the friendly rhizobium 
bacteria that trap atmospheric nitrogen, their 
decay releasing nitrogen in the soil, along 
with organic matter, thus enriching it.

HYVs require high inputs compared with 
the folk varieties, with expenses increasing 
every season. “In HYV, the input costs are more 
and so is the output. For instance, the fertiliser 
cost for HYV is Rs 4,500 per bigha whereas in 
folk varieties it’s barely Rs 400 as we use farm-
yard manure and cow dung,” Ujwal Das (35) 
of Koro village told VillageSquare.in. He grows 
Sitasal, Kalobhat, Kalamkati and others for his 
eight-member family on his two bighas and 
high-yielding Swarna in four bighas.

At ARSWS, the different physical, agro-
nomic and morphological characteristics of 
the collected landraces at different stages of 
growth are recorded, beside other parameters 
like plant height, panicle length and number, 
leaf size, maturity period, grain size, and 
weight of 1,000 grains.

So far ARSWS has registered 116 tradition-
al rice varieties with the Protection of Plant 
Variety and Farmers Rights Authority, an ef-

fective system to protect plant varieties and 
rights of farmers and plant breeders. Seeds 
are stored in traditional way in clay pots, using 
dried neem leaves to protect the seeds from 
insects or worms.

Aromatic rice
Most Indians know of scented rice varieties 
like Basmati, Ambemohur, Radhuni Pagol 
and Gobindobhog. But ARSWS has so far 
conserved 28 aromatic or scented rice varie-
ties. Fragrant rice fetches a premium price in 
the market and its increasing demand in the 
global market has attracted rice breeders, who 
now consider aroma among major objectives 
for commercially improved rice varieties.

A rarity, aromatic rice varieties are consid-
ered among the precious treasures of India 
and also a national asset. “The presence of a 
novel volatile compound, namely 2-acetyl-
pyrroline is responsible for its aroma,” Kalyan 
Jana, professor of agronomy at Bidhan Chan-
dra Krishi Viswa Vidyalaya, Kalyani told Villag-
eSquare.in.

“The aroma is greatly enhanced if the 
paddy is grown during monsoon and pro-
vides better yield along the desired properties 
if organic methods of cultivation are followed 
strictly,” he said.

Potential for development
Rice is the staple diet in West Bengal followed 
by its byproducts like puffed rice and flat-
tened rice. Rice protein ranks high in nutri-

tional quality among cereals, though protein 
content is modest. Unmilled or unpolished 
rice provides 4.3% to 18.2% protein. For the 
majority of Asians, 35% of the total intake of 
2,531 calories per person per day comes from 
rice. Breeding efforts to increase protein con-
tent have so far been largely unsuccessful.

If a species’ genetic variability is dimin-
ished, its ability to evolve in response to the 
changing environment will be proportion-
ately restricted. Hence the likelihood of its 
extinction is enhanced. Considering the dis-
appearance of 95% of rice variety, and the 
consequent loss of genetic variability, one can 
estimate the magnitude of risk to rice species.

ARSWS’ initiative being an on-site conser-
vation, seeds of the varieties to be conserved 
are grown and multiplied on farms with the 
desired traits refined through adaptations to 
changes in the natural environment.

“Though small, the farmers’ efforts to con-
serve provide us with the opportunity to tap 
into the germplasm to develop newer varie-
ties which can mitigate climate change issues 
like erratic changes in temperatures, humidity 
etc. resulting in appearance of new pests and 
diseases,” Paresh Chandra Kole, professor at 
Department of Genetics and Plant Breeding 
& Crop Physiology, Visva-Bharati University, 
Shantiniketan, told VillageSquare.in.

Hiren Kumar Bose is a journalist based in 
Thane, Maharashtra. He doubles up as a 

weekend farmer. Views are personal.
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SC reinstates Alok Verma as director but clips his 
wings; oppn hails verdict, Jaitley calls it balanced 

Security beefed up in 
Sirsa, Rohtak ahead of 
murder case judgment

Quota bill unconstitutional, 
political weapon, say legal experts

Delhi HC dismisses 
plea to remove Arvind 
Kejriwal as CM

RS extended for a day, proceedings washed out on Tuesday 

Modi, Trump agree to boost India-US tiesPrivate FM channels to be 
permitted to broadcast AIR news

Govt. warns agitating employees of disciplinary action

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
In a jolt to the Centre, the 
Supreme Court Tuesday 
reinstated Alok Verma as 
CBI director quashing its 
unprecedented “overnight” 
order stripping him of his 
powers and sending him on 
leave after he and his deputy 
traded corruption charges 
sparking a bitter feud.

The court, however, 
clipped Verma’s wings say-
ing that on reinstatement 
he will cease and desist from 
taking any major policy de-
cision till the high-powered 
committee, which selects 
the CBI chief, considers the 
issue of “divestment of pow-
er and authority”. Verma’s 
two-year tenure as CBI di-
rector ends on January 31.

Asking the committee 
to meet within a week, the 
court said it was “still open” 
for the panel to consider 
the matter involving Verma 
since the Central Vigilance 
Commission(CVC) is prob-
ing charges of corruption 
against him. The committee 
comprises the Prime Minis-
ter, the Chief Justice of India 
and the Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha.

Holding that the statute 
does not have any provi-
sion with regard to interim 

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI):  
Legal experts Tuesday 
termed the bill introduced 
in the Lok Sabha to extend 
reservation to economically 
backward sections in the 
general category, as “uncon-
stitutional” and a “political 
weapon” which is likely to 
be “challenged in the court 
of law”.

The bill seeks to amend 
the Constitution to provide 
10 per cent reservation in 
jobs and educational in-
stitutions to economically 
backward sections in the 
general category.

S e n i o r  a d v o c a t e s 
Rakesh Dwivedi, Rajeev 
Dhavan and Ajit Sinha 
raised apprehensions on 
the Constitution (124th 
Amendment) Bill 2019, ap-
proved by the Union Cabi-
net on Monday, over its 
passing the test of law.

While Dwivedi said the 
move was an election gim-
mick, Dhavan expressed 
his strong opposition by 
terming the bill as “uncon-
stitutional”.

The bill will require an 
amendment in Article 15, 
Sinha said, adding that the 
Indira Sawhney judgement 
will also act as a legal hurdle 
in decision of the govern-
ment.

Dwivedi said the real 
issue is how far these res-
ervations are going to help 
solve the problem of em-
ployment.

“It is election time, 
hence governments are tak-
ing measures. As long as it 
benefits the people it is all 
right. The real issue will be 
how far these reservations 
are going to help solve the 
problem of employment,” 

Dwivedi said.
He also said that though 

the Indira Sawhney judge-
ment of the Supreme Court 
had fixed an overall reser-
vation limit of 50 per cent, 
it should not be treated as 
a “hard and fast rule” that 
under no circumstances 
can be exceeded.

“With regard to some 
far flung areas, they have 
already said that if special 
reasons exist you can ex-
ceed. The courts will have 
to examine whether this 10 
percent extension can be 
allowed or not and would it 
be reasonable to permit it,” 
he said.

The nine-judge bench 
of the Supreme Court had, 
in the Indira Sawhney case 
in 1992, permitted reserva-
tion for the SCs and STs in 
promotion to continue for 
a period of five years from 
November 16, 1992.

Dhavan however, ex-
pressed his strong opposi-
tion by calling the bill legally 
unconstitutional.

“Legally, the bill is un-
constitutional on the fol-
lowing grounds. First, the 
Economically Weaker Sec-
tions (EWS) cannot be the 
basis for reservation after 
the Indira Sawhney judge-
ment where six judges out 
of nine permitted reserva-
tion for the SCs and STs 
in promotion in jobs. The 
remaining three said there 
should be only economic 
criteria for reservation 
but then no other criteria 
like the SC/ST and OBC 
should be there,” said 
Dhavan.

Dhavan further said that 
the 10 per cent reservation 
will go beyond 50 percent 

limit set up by the apex 
court which is “impermis-
sible”.

Senior advocate Ajit Sin-
ha said the bill will require 
an amendment in Article 
15, which says that the state 
shall not discriminate on 
grounds of religion, race, 
caste, sex or place of birth, 
and added that the Indira 
Sawhney judgement will 
also act as a legal hurdle.

“It has a legal hurdle 
also as there is the judg-
ment of Indira Sawhney’s 
case. Reservation above 
the 50 per cent limit will be 
constitutionally sustain-
able or not is a question. As 
regard to Article 14 (right 
to equality) it is okay if eco-
nomic condition is one of 
the grounds for reserva-
tion,” Sinha said. 

He further said the crite-
ria laid down for economic 
backwardness is applicable 
“irrespective of all caste, 
creed, religion so it won’t 
be a problem with regard 
to the amendment. And if it 
goes beyond the 50 per cent 
reservation, certainly it will 
be a test to be challenged in 
the court of law”.

He further added that 
creamy layer has to be re-
moved and then economic 
criteria can be a ground 
for reservation but to what 
extent and whether it can 
go beyond 50 per cent is 
the issue.

“If it fails, it becomes 
a political weapon. The 
Narendra Modi government 
will say all these people 
opposed a bill for weaker 
sections, for poor people. 
So it will become part of the 
campaign anyway even if 
the bill fails,” he said.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
Rajya Sabha Tuesday wit-
nessed frequent adjourn-
ments, washing out pro-
ceeding before adjourning 
for the day even as the 
House extended its sitting 
by a day till Wednesday.

The Upper House wit-
nessed unruly sceness, with 
almost entire Opposition in 
its feet over alleged misuse 
of CBI and demand for dis-
cussion on the issue under 
rule 267 suspending the 
listed business.

As soon as the House 
resumed its business in the 
afternoon, the Opposition 
stood up and started raising 
slogans.

They shouted “stop 
misuse of CBI”, while SP 
demanded discussion on 
the issue under rule 267 sus-
pending the listed business 
of the House.

The SP and BSP mem-
bers trooped into the well 
and soon, amid the din, 
Congress members also 
joined them and started 
raising slogans.

Amidst the ruckus, 
Health Minister J P Nadda 
moved The Indian Medical 
Council (Amendment) Bill, 
2018 for consideration and 

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): The 
Delhi High Court on Tues-
day dismissed a plea seek-
ing removal of AAP leader 
Arvind Kejriwal as chief 
minister of the national 
capital as he was facing 
prosecution in a criminal 
case.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Rajendra Menon and Justice 
V K Rao said prosecution 
was still pending in the case 
and elected authorities can-
not be removed like this.

“Prosecution is still go-
ing on. He may get acquit-
ted. What will you do then? 
Come after he is convicted,” 
the bench said.

“Nothing doing, dis-
missed,” it said.

The court was hearing a 
petition by Harinath Ram, 
an advocate, seeking di-
rection to the Lieutenant 
Governor for immediate 
removal of Kejriwal and 
other ministers named as 
accused in a criminal case 
relating to assault of the 
then Delhi Chief Secretary 
Anshu Prakash.

The petit ion,  f i led 
through advocates Shashak 
Deo Sudhi, Bijender P Ku-
mar and Shashi Bhushan, 
alleged that Kejriwal com-
mitted breach of oath under 
the Constitution as he was 
allegedly involved in acts of 
violence in conspiracy with 
other elected members.

It is an unimaginable 
constitutional crisis that 
the same prosecuting ma-
chinery is taking care of the 
criminal proceedings of the 
chief minister which is le-
gally under the department 
of home of government of 
NCT of Delhi, it alleged.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Days after US President 
Donald Trump’s jibe at 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over India’s role in en-
suring peace and stability in 
Afghanistan, the two leaders 
agreed to further strengthen 
bilateral relations in the year 
ahead.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Prime 
Minister’s Office on Tues-
day, Modi and Trump ex-
changed New Year greetings 
in a telephonic conversa-
tion on Monday evening.

“They expressed satis-
faction at the progress in 
India-US strategic partner-
ship in 2018,” the statement 
said.

“They appreciated de-
velopments such as the 
launch of the new 2+2 Dia-
logue mechanism and the 
first-ever trilateral sum-
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suspension or removal of 
the CBI director, the court 
made it clear that any such 
decision has to be taken af-
ter taking the consent of the 
selection committee.

The Congress and other 
opposition parties hailed 
the verdict while there was 
no immediate word from 
Verma.

Senior Congress leader 
Mallikarjun Kharge, who 
is part of the high powered 
committee by virtue of be-
ing the leader of the sin-
gle largest party in the Lok 
Sabha, said the order was a 
“lesson” for the government.

Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi told reporters 
that Verma was “ousted” at 
1 AM, alleging he was about 
to begin an investigation 
into the controversial Rafale 
jet deal and that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
his government cannot run 
away from a probe into the 
contract with France.

Describing the verdict as 
balanced”, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said the Cen-
tre’s decision to send Verma 
and Special Director Rakesh 
Asthana on leave based on 
CVC’s recommendation was 
“perfectly bonafide” and 

that it was done to protect 
the integrity of the investi-
gating agency.

The decision by the gov-
ernment was completely 
legal as the two officers in 
question were at logger-
heads, he said.

CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury demanded 
that the prime minister quit 
on moral grounds as the ver-
dict was a “direct indictment 
of Modi and his office”.

Delivering a 44-page 
verdict in what is known 
as the ‘CBI vs CBI case’, a 
three-judge bench headed 
by Chief Justice Ranjan Go-
goi set aside the October 23, 
2018 orders of the CVC and 
the Department of Person-
nel and Training (DoPT) 
divesting Verma of his pow-
ers and asking CBI’s Joint 
Director M Nageshwar Rao 
to look after the duties and 
functions of the agency’s 
Director.

“We deem it proper to 
direct that Verma, Director 
CBI, upon reinstatement, 
will cease and desist from 
taking any major policy de-
cisions till the decision of 
the committee permitting 
such actions and decisions 
becomes available within 
the time frame indicated,” 

it said. The bench also com-
prised Justices S K Kaul and 
K M Joseph.

The verdict was pro-
nounced on a petition by 
Verma challenging the order 
of the government sending 
him on forced leave and ap-
pointing an interim chief, 
arguing that the CBI chief 
has a fixed two-year term 
and can be removed only 
by the high-powered com-
mittee.

The central issue before 
the court was whether the 
CVC and the Centre had the 
competence to divest Verma 
of his powers as CBI chief 
in the wake of his feud with 
Asthana. Both Verma and 
Asthana levelled charges of 
corruption against each oth-
er. Asthana has not sought 
any relief from the top court 
but moved the Delhi High 
Court for quashing of the 
FIR against him in a corrup-
tion case.

The bench referred 
to its verdict in the Vineet 
Narain case and subsequent 
amendment in law to drive 
home the point that legisla-
tive intent has been to en-
sure “complete insulation of 
the office of the Director CBI 
from all kinds of extraneous 
influences, as may be, as 

well as for upholding the 
integrity and independence 
of the institution of the CBI 
as a whole”.

T h e  V i n e e t  Na ra i n 
judgement, delivered by the 
apex court in 1997, relates 
to investigation of allega-
tions of corruption against 
high-ranking public officials 
in India.

The top court referred 
to a provision of the Delhi 
Special Police Establish-
ment (DSPE) Act, which 
said that the CBI Direc-
tor cannot be transferred 
without the consent of the 
selection committee. The 
bench said all authorities 
should be kept away from 
“intermingling or interfer-
ing” in the functioning of 
CBI Director.

Dealing with the situ-
ation where authorities 
may require to take action 
against the CBI director, the 
bench said public interest 
must be writ large against 
the backdrop of the neces-
sity and such a “compel-
ling necessity can only be 
tested by the opinion of the 
committee”. The judgement 
was authored by CJI Gogoi. 
However, the CJI didn’t at-
tend court and it was pro-
nounced by Justice Kaul.

Chandigarh, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Security has been beefed 
up in Rohtak and Sirsa 
towns in Haryana ahead 
of the judgment of a CBI 
court against Dera Sacha 
Sauda sect chief Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh in the 
murder case of journalist 
Ram Chander Chhatra-
pati.

The judgment is likely 
to be pronounced by the 
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) court in Pan-
chkula, adjoining Chandi-
garh, on January 11.

The CBI court on Tues-
day allowed the appear-
ance of the sect chief from 
the Sunaria prison near 
Rohtak through video-
conferencing in view of 
security concerns raised 
by the Haryana Police and 
the state government.

Police sources said 
that security has been in-
creased around the sect’s 
headquarters campus on 
the outskirts of Sirsa town, 
around 260 km from here. 
Sect followers were not 
being allowed to gather in 
big numbers ahead of the 
January 11 judgment.

Chhatrapati was shot 
at in October 2002 in Sirsa 
town. He died in Novem-

ber, after battling for life 
in a hospital for a few days.

Khatta Singh, a former 
driver of the controversial 
sect chief, had earlier told 
the court that Ram Rahim 
had ordered the killing of 
Chhatrapati, allegedly by 
close aides from the sect.

Ram Rahim is lodged 
in the Sunaria jail near 
Rohtak following his con-
viction in two rape cases 
on August 25, 2017. The 
CBI court had convicted 
Ram Rahim on two counts 
of rape of his female dis-
ciples.

Ram Rahim’s convic-
tion had led to violence 
in Panchkula and Sirsa 
in Haryana, leaving 41 
people dead and over 260 
injured.

He was sentenced to 20 
years of rigorous impris-
onment by the CBI court.

Besides the Chhtara-
pati murder case, the sect 
chief is facing another 
murder case of former 
Dera manager Ranjit 
Singh. The matter is being 
heard by the CBI court.

Ranjit Singh, who was 
believed to be privy to the 
goings on inside the sect 
headquarters, was shot 
dead in July 2003. 

mit of India, the US and 
Japan.”

Modi, Trump and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe met on the idelines of 
the G20 Summit in Buenos 
Aires last November.

The three countries 
along with Australia, are 

part of a quad that was re-
vived in 2017 seeking to 
work for peace and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

Last September, the first 
ever India-US 2+2 Ministe-
rial Dialogue was held here 
in which External Affairs 

Minister Sushma Swaraj, 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo and 
then Defence Secretary Jim 
Mattis participated.

Tuesday’s statement 
said that Modi and Trump 
also “took positive note of 
growing bilateral coopera-
tion in defence, counter-
terrorism and energy and 
coordination on regional 
and global issues”.

“They agreed to contin-
ue to work together for fur-
ther strengthening India-US 
bilateral relations in 2019.”

Monday’s conversation 
between the two leaders 
took place after Trump on 
January 2 said that India 
was not doing enough for 
peace and stability in Af-
ghanistan.

In his first Cabinet meet-
ing, Trump asked India, 

Russia, Pakistan and other 
neighbouring countries to 
take the responsibility for 
Afghanistan’s security as he 
defended his move to with-
draw troops from that coun-
try.  Trump also referred to 
Modi as an example of how 
world leaders were talking 
about their contributions 
that were nowhere near the 
billions of dollars the US 
was spending. 

India hit back with 
sources here saying that 
New Delhi does not send 
troops abroad except under 
specific UN mandate.

Pointing out that India 
plays a significant role as 
a development partner in 
Afghanistan, the sources 
said this partnership was 
built on the specific needs 
and requirements worked 
out with the Afghan govern-
ment.

passage after T Subbarami 
Reddy could not move the 
statutory resolution dis-
approving the Companies 
(Amendment) Ordinance.

The opposition mem-
bers were in the Well, shout-
ing slogans about alleged 
misuse of CBI and continu-
ously demanding discus-
sion under Rule 267.

D e p u t y  C h a i r m a n 
Harivansh repeatedly re-
quested the Members not 
to raise slogans and that im-
portant business was listed.

Sensing the mood, he 
adjourned the House for 15 
minutes till 2:21 PM.

Thereafter Tiruchi Siva, 
who chaired the House on 
its resumption, adjourned 

the House till 2:45 PM and 
again till 3 PM.

The House resumed its 
business again at 3 PM with 
Harivash, in the chair, ap-
pealing to opposition mem-
bers to allow the House to 
function.

When the opposition 
refused to relent and con-
tinued shouting slogans in 
well, the chair adjourned 
the house till 3:30 PM and 
later for the day.

Earlier, when the House 
met for the day, immedi-
ately after the official listed 
papers presented to the 
House, the SP members 
were on their feet against 
what they termed “political 
vendetta” in the CBI.

They found support in 
other Opposition parties 
such as the Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP).

Rajya Sabha Chairman 
M Venkaiah Naidu had to 
adjourn the proceedings till 
2 pm, in less than a minute 
of SP members raising the 
issue.

But before adjourning 
the proceedings, he had 
said certain members had 
given notices under Rule 
267 for suspension of busi-
ness to take up discussions 
on issues, but that he had 
not allowed any of the no-
tices.

The same could be tak-
en up under different rules, 
Naidu had said.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): The Centre 
has warned its agitating employees of 
disciplinary action if they go on strike 
and don’t join work, according to an 
order issued by the Personnel Ministry.

The Confederation of Central 
Government Employees and Workers 
has decided to observe strike on Janu-
ary 8th and 9th to protest against the 
National Pension Scheme (NPS) and 
certain seventh central pay commis-
sion-related issues, it said in the order 
issued Tuesday.

Citing existing rules, the ministry 

said instructions prohibit government 
servants from participating in any 
form of strike, including mass casual 
leave, go slow, etc., or any action that 
abet any form of strike/protest.

All officers have been requested 
“not to sanction casual leave or any 
other kind of leave” to employees, 
if applied for, during the period of 
the proposed strike and ensure that 
the willing employees are allowed 
hindrance-free entry into the office 
premises, it said.

The ministry has also sought a 

report from all divisional heads, in 
case employees go on strike. They 
have been asked to forward the report 
indicating the number and details of 
employees, who are absent on the day 
of the strike, the order said.

The ministry has asked officers 
concerned of the Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF), which guards 
majority of important government 
buildings, to ensure strict vigil on all 
entry gates and if necessary, deploy 
extra security personnel for the pur-
pose.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): Private FM channels 
will be allowed to broadcast All India Radio 
news in English and Hindi after the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting Tuesday 
launched the facility. 

The FM channels will have to carry the 
AIR news in an unaltered format and the 
service will be available free of cost on a trial 
basis till May 31 this year.

As per the terms and conditions, during 
the trial period, private FM broadcasters 
may avoid broadcasting in disturbed or 
border and Naxalism-affected areas.

Information and Broadcasting minister 
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore said the move 
empowers citizens.

“This empowers me as a citizen. What 
else does a democracy need? We should be 
able to make our citizens aware and em-
powered. This was approved much before 
and I would like to congratulate the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Ministry officials 
for the nudge,” he said.

He said the All India Radio and the 

Prasar Bharati were in discussion on costs. 
“Our priority is awareness among citi-

zens and secondary is revenue generation. 
We have made it available free of cost so that 
there are no further delays,” he added.

He said now that people will be listening 
to announcers from the All India Radio on 
different FM channels, it is also an occasion 
for the Prasar Bharati and the All India Radio 
to step up. 

Through a televised message, Prasar 
Bharati chairman A Surya Prakash termed 
the initiative significant in this era of col-
laboration and convergence. 

Anuradha Prasad, president, Associa-
tion of Radio Operators of India, thanked 
the government for accepting the long-
standing demand of private radio broad-
casters to present news on their platform. 

Private FM radio broadcasters would be 
permitted to broadcast AIR news bulletins 
in English and Hindi as per list of bulletins 
given in news schedule, subject to certain 
terms and conditions.
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Washington, Jan. 8 (PTI): World 
Bank President Jim Yong Kim 
has abruptly resigned nearly 
three years ahead of schedule 
to join a private infrastructure 
investment firm, setting up a 
potential clash between the US 
and other member countries 
over selecting the head of the 
world’s largest development-
finance institution. 

His resignation will take ef-
fect from February 1.

Kim, 58, has been in this 
position for over six years now. 
He was not due to leave until 
2022, after he was re-elected for 

a second five-year term in 2017. 
“It has been a great honour 

to serve as President of this re-
markable institution, full of pas-
sionate individuals dedicated to 
the mission of ending extreme 
poverty in our lifetime,” Kim 
said.

He will “join a firm and fo-
cus on increasing infrastruc-
ture investments in developing 
countries”, the World Bank said 
on Monday.

“The work of the World 
Bank Group is more important 
now than ever as the aspira-
tions of the poor rise all over 

Parents wait outside the entrance to the Beijing No. 1 Affiliated Elementary School of 
Xuanwu Normal School in Beijing, China on Tuesday.

AP/PTI

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un walks with his wife Ri Sol Ju, at Pyongyang Station in Pyongyang, North Korea, before 
leaving for China on Jan. 7

AP/PTI

Ravi Wijegunaratne

the world, and problems like 
climate change, pandemics, 
famine and refugees continue 
to grow in both their scale and 
complexity, Kim was quoted as 
saying in a World Bank press 
release.

“Serving as President and 
helping position the institu-
tion squarely in the middle of 
all these challenges has been a 
great privilege,” Kim said.

Kristalina Georgieva, World 
Bank CEO, will assume the role 
of interim President effective 
February 1. 

Kim, who was born in Seoul, 
South Korea, trained as a medi-
cal doctor. He later went on to 
join the World Health Organiza-
tion as an adviser, later rising in 
ranks at the World Bank in 2012.

The World Bank said it 
would “immediately start the 
process” of appointing a re-
placement.

Kim’s decision to quit for the 
private sector was described by 
sources close to the bank as a 
sudden and “personal decision” 
that surprised its shareholders 
the 189 nations that support 
its work. 

The abrupt resignation 
could prompt a clash between 
the Trump administration and 
other governments over the 
future of the international body. 

Traditionally, the president 

of the Washington-based World 
Bank has been nominated by 
the US, while the head of its 
sister institution, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has been 
picked by European countries.

The practice has drawn 
criticism from some other na-
tions, who have insisted the 
bank’s focus on providing loans 
to developing nations requires 
participation by leaders from 
other regions.

Former president Barack 
Obama broke tradition in 2012 
by choosing Kim. 

US President Donald 
Trump has repeatedly voiced 
disdain for multilateral insti-
tutions and questioned US 
foreign aid commitments, 
making it likely his authority 
to name a new president will 
be challenged by emerging 
economies that have in recent 
decades grown increasingly 
opposed to US dominance 
over the global development 
bank, CNN said.

Under Kim’s leadership, the 
World Bank established two 
goals: to end extreme poverty 
by 2030; and to boost shared 
prosperity, focusing on the bot-
tom 40 percent of the popula-
tion in developing countries. 
These goals now guide and in-
form the institution in its daily 
work around the globe, it said.

Beijing, Jan. 8 (PTI): A disgruntled 
former worker of a Beijing primary 
school armed with a hammer at-
tacked and injured 20 children, three 
of them seriously, officials said Tues-
day, the latest such incident in China.

The attack at the Number One 
Primary School in Beijing’s Xicheng 
district took place just around noon, 
media reports said.

The suspect, the school’s former 
repair worker who was angry after 
he failed to pass his probation, hit 
the children’s skulls one by one us-
ing a hammer, Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post quoted a 
former school maintenance worker 

surnamed Liang as saying.
Police in the Xicheng district said 

in a statement on Weibo that they 
have detained the 49-year-old male 
suspect surnamed Jia.

Jia was a migrant worker from 
Heilongjiang province whose con-
tract ended at the start of the year, 
and police suspect that the attack 
was motivated by the anger at having 
his employment terminated, the Post 
report said.

Several of the students were 
rushed to the intensive care unit of 
the nearby Xuanwu Hospital follow-
ing the attack.

Three of the children have serious 

Tokyo, Jan. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
Former Nissan boss Carlos 
Ghosn said Tuesday he had 
been “wrongly accused and 
unfairly detained” at a high-
profile court hearing in Ja-
pan, his first appearance 
since his arrest in November 
rocked the business world.

Entering the court 
handcuffed and with a rope 
around his waist, the once-
revered titan of the auto in-
dustry mounted a passion-
ate defence against a string 
of financial misconduct 
allegations.

The 64-year-old was 
thinner -- his family says 
he has lost up to 20 kilo-
grammes (44 pounds) due 
to the rice-based diet in 
his Tokyo detention centre 
-- and his hair was greying. 
He appeared in a dark suit 
without a tie and wore dark 
green plastic slippers.

“I have been wrongly 

accused and unfairly de-
tained based on meritless 
and unsubstantiated accu-
sations,” he told the Tokyo 
District Court in a clear and 
steady voice.

Throughout proceed-
ings, he showed no emotion 
and mostly faced forward 
or looked down, glancing 
occasionally at the gallery 
in the packed courtroom as 
journalists and sketch art-
ists rushed in and out.

“I have acted honour-
ably, legally and with the 
knowledge and approval 
of the appropriate execu-
tives inside the company,” 
stressed Ghosn.

From the moment on 
November 19 that prosecu-
tors stormed his private jet 
at a Tokyo airport, the twists 
and turns of the Ghosn case 
have gripped Japan and the 
business world.

At one point, the Fran-

co-Lebanese-Brazilian ty-
coon appeared on the point 
of release, only for pros-
ecutors to produce further 
allegations against him to 
continue his custody.

In an indication of 
the interest the case has 
sparked in Japan, more than 
1,000 people waited outside 
the court from the early 
hours in the hope of getting 
one of just 14 tickets for the 
public gallery.

Tuesday’s hearing itself 
caught observers off-guard 
as Ghosn’s lawyers deployed 
a rarely-used article of the 
Japanese Constitution to 
force the court to explain 
the reasons for his deten-
tion.

Presiding Judge Yuichi 
Tada read out the charges 
against Ghosn and said he 
was being detained because 
he was a flight risk and there 
was a possibility he would 

conceal evidence.
The suspect has “bases 

in foreign countries” and 
may “escape”, Tada said.

G o  Ko n d o,  o n e  o f 
Ghosn’s lawyers, countered: 
“There is no risk that he will 
run away. 

He’s CEO of French 
company Renault. He’s 
widely known so it’s dif-
ficult for him to escape.” 
Ghosn is expected to be 
kept in custody until at least 
January 11.

He faces a host of al-
legations of financial im-
propriety.

Prosecutors have for-
mally charged him over 
suspicions he under-de-
clared some five billion yen 
( 44 million) from his salary 
in documents to investors 
over five fiscal years from 
2010 -- apparently to avoid 
accusations he was paid too 
much.

Toronto, Jan. 8 (PTI/AP): The White 
House is calling the detention of two 
Canadians in China unlawful and Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and President Donald Trump have 
agreed to continue to seek their re-
lease, officials said Monday.

China grabbed the Canadians 
in apparent retaliation for the arrest 
of a top Chinese tech executive last 
month. Trudeau spoke to Trump in a 
phone call Monday.

“President Trump spoke with 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau today, during which the 
two discussed the unlawful deten-
tion of two Canadian citizens in 

China as well as bilateral trade is-
sues,” White House Press Secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said in a 
statement.

The White House hasn’t spoken 
publicly about the detained Canadi-
ans until now. U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and a State Depart-
ment spokesman previously called 
for their release.

“The Prime Minister thanked the 
President for the strong statements 
of support by the United States in 
response to the arbitrary detention 
of two Canadians in China. The two 
leaders agreed to continue to seek 
their release,” Trudeau’s office said in 

a summary of the call.
The Chinese detained Cana-

dian ex-diplomat Michael Kovrig and 
entrepreneur Michael Spavor last 
month on vague allegations of “en-
gaging in activities that endanger the 
national security” of China.

The arrests came after Meng 
Wanzhou, the chief financial of-
ficer of Chinese telecommunica-
tions giant Huawei, was arrested 
in Canada on Dec. 1 at the request 
of the United States, which wants 
her extradited to face charges that 
she and her company misled banks 
about the company’s business deal-
ings in Iran.

London, Jan. 8 (PTI/AFP): British 
MPs will vote on Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s Brexit deal on 
January 15, her office said Tues-
day, amid growing speculation 
that London could seek to delay 
its looming departure from the 
European Union if the agreement 
is rejected.

May confirmed the House 
of Commons will cast its judg-
ment on her withdrawal deal 
next week, a month after she 
postponed the vote in the face of 
certain defeat.

But she is still struggling to 
convince both opposition law-
makers and her own Conserva-
tive party to back the divorce 
agreement, heightening fears 
Britain could leave the EU on 
March 29 without a deal.

Downing Street confirmed 
May continues to seek assur-
ances from the EU on controver-
sial elements of the Brexit deal 
relating to Northern Ireland, in a 
bid to win over her critics.

“The work to secure those as-
surances is ongoing,” the spokes-
man said, adding that the prime 
minister hoped to have some-
thing to offer MPs before the vote.

May insists Britain will leave 
the EU in March whatever hap-
pens, but there is growing talk 
of delaying the two-year Article 
50 exit process to give her some 
breathing space to get her deal 
agreed.

Sources in Brussels have told 

AFP for several weeks that Britain 
has been discussing the pos-
sibility with European officials, 
while this was also reported in 
the Daily Telegraph newspaper 
on Tuesday.

A junior British minister, 
Margot James, added fuel to the 
fire on Monday by suggesting the 
government may have to delay 
Brexit if it loses next week’s vote.

Brexit Secretary Stephen 
Barclay denied this, and May’s 
spokesman insisted: “We will not 
be extending Article 50.

“There are people in the Eu-
ropean Union who are discuss-
ing this issue, but that is not the 
position of the UK government.” 

May is under pressure from 
MPs to say what further assur-
ances she expects to win from 
Brussels, after EU leaders repeat-
edly said they did not intend to 
reopen the deal.

Talks with numerous Euro-
pean leaders in recent days have 
not yielded a breakthrough.

France’s Europe Minister 
Nathalie Loiseau said “there is 
nothing more that we can do” to 
reassure British MPs about the 
deal and warned against putting 
too much faith in talk of extend-
ing Article 50.

“I don’t work on hypotheses 
-- the current situation is com-
plex enough... Let’s stick to where 
we are now,” she added.

An EU diplomat told AFP 
“it is clear that everyone has in 

mind that this possibility exists”, 
but cautioned that “it is a very 
hypothetical option”.

Any extension to Britain’s 
departure would be complicated 
by the elections to the European 
Parliament in May. After Brexit, it 
will no longer be represented in 
the assembly.

The EU diplomat said this 
meant that an extension would 
be “narrowly limited to weeks or 
a few months” -- perhaps no later 
than the end of June or early July.

In Dublin, Irish Foreign Min-
ister Simon Coveney said: “If 
such an ask happens and is justi-
fied we won’t be standing in the 
way of that.” But he said it was a 
matter for London, noting that 
May had repeatedly said she had 
no plans to delay Brexit.

The prime minister has said 
she is seeking “political and legal 
reassurances” over the use of 
a temporary arrangement de-
signed to keep the border with 
Ireland open after Brexit by align-
ing Britain with EU trade rules.

The so-called backstop is 
strongly opposed by eurosceptic 
Conservatives and Northern Ire-
land’s tiny Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP), which props up 
May’s government.

She is looking at a possible 
time limit to the arrangement, 
although this is opposed by the 
EU, as well as increased parlia-
mentary scrutiny of how it is 
implemented.

Beijing, Jan. 8 (PTI): North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-un arrived 
in China on Tuesday on an un-
announced visit, in an apparent 
effort to co-ordinate with his only 
major ally ahead of a possible 
second summit with US President 
Donald Trump over denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean peninsula.

Kim, accompanied by his 
wife Ri Sol-ju and senior officials 
including Kim Yong-chol - his 
right-hand man in diplomatic ne-
gotiations with the US and South 
Korea, arrived in Beijing on his 
private train.

He is visiting China from Janu-
ary 7 to 10 at the invitation of 
President Xi Jinping, state-run 
Xinhua news agency reported.

While official media gave few 
details, Beijing witnessed familiar 
traffic snarls like during Kim’s 
previous visits during which traf-
fic on the main thoroughfares 
were blocked for his convoy to 
pass.

The reclusive North Korean 
leader visited China thrice last 

year to meet with Xi before and 
after his first summit with Trump 
in Singapore in June last.

He came again, this time on 
his 36th birthday, in an apparent 

effort to co-ordinate with his only 
major ally ahead of a possible 
second summit with Trump over 
denuclearisation of the Korean 
peninsula.

Kim’s latest visit coincided 
with the second day of the crucial 
trade talks between the US and 
Chinese officials here.

Speculation had grown on 

Monday that Kim was pos-
sibly making his way to China 
after South Korea’s Yonhap 
news reported that a North 
Korean train had been seen 
crossing the border.

Both countries’ media 
confirmed the visit on Tues-
day morning when Kim’s dis-
tinctive green and yellow train 
arrived at a station in Beijing. 
His visit to Beijing, which is 
stated to be closest ally of 
Pyongyang, comes at a time 
when China itself is locked in 
a trade war with the US over 
Trump’s demand to reduce 
the USD 375 billion trade 
deficit with the US.

With continued economic 
slowdown, China is under in-
creasing pressure from Trump 
for reciprocal trade arrange-
ments which could hit its 
economy further.

Trump while seeking Xi’s 
support in forcing Kim to 
relent and give up the nuclear 
and missile programme also 

blamed the Chinese leader 
last year for tardy progress 
after his first summit with Kim 
at Singapore in June.

Meanwhile, China refuted 
reports that it is using Kim as 
a bargaining chip to reach a 
trade deal with US to end the 
trade war between the world’s 
two top economies.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang, who 
faced a barrage of questions 
at the media briefing on the 
timing of Kim’s visit, denied 
that Beijing is using Kim as a 
bargaining chip to negotiate 
a favourable trade deal with 
Trump.

Trump has been asking Xi 
to prevail on the North Korean 
leader to give up nuclear pro-
gramme.

Lu said Kim’s visit is a “co-
incidence” and nothing to do 
with the China-US trade talks. 
The timeline may have over-
lapped with the two events 
taking place at the same time, 

he said.
“We don’t need any other 

tactics to get our message 
across. The US is very clear 
about China’s position,” he 
said, reaffirming China’s com-
mitment to reach a trade deal 
with US benefitting both the 
countries.

Kim’s visit came only days 
after he warned of taking an 
alternative path if the United 
States does not ease sanctions 
and pressure on his isolated 
country.

The visit also comes amid 
reports that negotiations are 
under way for a second sum-
mit between Kim and Trump. 
The two met in June in Singa-
pore for the first summit.

Since the Singapore sum-
mit, there is growing scep-
ticism in the US over Kim 
delivering on his promise to 
do away with the nuclear pro-
gramme despite Washington’s 
assurance over North Korea’s 
security.

but non-life-threatening injuries, media 
reports quoted police as saying.

The children were attacked while 
they were doing exercise on the school’s 
running track. The attacker was stand-
ing nearby. He was stopped by a Physical 
Education teacher, the Post report said.

Video footage posted on the social 
media showed dozens of angry parents 
demanding details from staff. They were 
repeatedly urged to stop filming by the 
head teacher.

A teacher said “a worker at our 
school attacked 20 students in a first-
floor stairwell. It is not like what every-
one is saying, he did not use a knife,” the 
report said.

A doctor posted on social media: 
“The mayor today came to the hospi-
tal to wait with us while the children 
were being medically treated. We have 
paused several operations to save all 
the children”.

A hospital bystander said: “Police 
have tightened security at Beijing Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Xuanwu Hospital. 
Nurses are rushing in and out of the 
operation rooms”.

A man has been detained on suspi-
cion of carrying out the attack, the Post 
report said.

Attacks on kindergarten schools and 
civilians in malls by disgruntled people 
have become common in China lately.

In January 2017, a farmer slashed 
and injured 12 children with a knife at 
a kindergarten in Youyi town, Pingxiang 
city. Four children were seriously in-
jured while eight others received minor 
injuries.

The attacker was executed on Fri-
day, the Supreme People’s Court said 
Monday.

In October last year, a woman was 
detained on suspicion of stabbing 14 
children at a kindergarten in Chongq-
ing. In June, two children were stabbed 
to death outside a Shanghai kindergar-
ten. Nine children died in a knife attack 
at a school in Shaanxi province in April.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror Actress Kiara Advani, who made her debut in Telugu cinema 

with “Bharat Ane Nenu” last year, bagged Best Find of Year at 
Zee Cine Awards Telugu for her performance. Overwhelmed 
by the “motivating” start to 2019, she says she is focussed on 
working harder to entertain fans.

The awards ceremony was held here on Sunday, and 
just a day later, Kiara posted a heartfelt note on social 
media.

Kiara wins ‘Best Find of Year 
Award’, promises to work harder

8 pm: KGF (Hindi)

5pm: Bumblebee (Eng) 

11 am, 2 pm: Simmba (Hindi) 

Kevin Spacey 
appears in court, 
pleads not guilty

Filmmaker Rakesh Roshan diagnosed with early stage cancer

Robbie Williams using 
colouring to help quit smoking

Jenny Agutter 
doesn’t ‘understand’ 
MeToo victims

Mariah Carey settles lawsuit Hart apologises for homophobic tweets 
again; Rock doesn’t want to host Oscars

A
ctor Kevin Spacey has 
pleaded not guilty of alleg-
edly groping an 18-year-old 
at a bar in Nantucket, Mas-
sachusetts in 2016.

The “House of Cards” fame star was 
on Monday arraigned on a charge of 
indecent assault and battery, a felony 
charge that comes with up to five years 
in prison, reports cnn.com.

The alleged victim is the son of 
former television news presenter 
Heather Unruh, who spoke publicly 
about the incident in 2017.

She accused Spacey of buying her 
then 18-year-old son alcohol -- the 
drinking age in Massachusetts is 
21 -- and then groping him.

According to the report, 
Spacey has been ordered to 
stay away from the alleged 
victim and his family 
by Nantucket District 
Court Judge Thomas 
Barrett. 

Also, Defense 
attorneys asked the 
court to preserve 
cell phone data 

and other text messages from the vic-
tim from the date of the incident until 
six months afterward, which defense 
attorneys said would be “likely 

ex- culpatory” for 
Spacey.

The 
next court 
appear-

ance is 
sched-
uled for 
March 4.

IANS

A
ctor-filmmaker 
Rakesh Roshan, 
69, has been 
diagnosed with 
early stage of 

squamous cell carcinoma, 
a type of cancer, his actor 
son Hrithik Roshan said 
on Tuesday.

The senior Roshan 
will undergo surgery on 
Tuesday.

Hrithik shared an In-
stagram post in which he 
is seen standing alongside 
his father in a gym.

“Asked my dad for 
a picture this morning. 
Knew he wouldn’t miss 

gym on surgery day. He 
is probably the strongest 
man I know.

“Got diagnosed with 

early stage squamous cell 
carcinoma of the throat a 
few weeks ago, but he is 
in full spirits today as he 

proceeds to battle it. As 
a family we are fortunate 
and blessed to have a 
leader like him,” Hrithik 
captioned the picture 
in which the father-son 
duo have struck the same 
pose.

The note drew speedy 
recovery and good luck 
wishes from the film fra-
ternity and fans.

Hrithik’s former wife 
Sussanne Khan wrote: “He 
is stronger than any super-
hero. All will go smoothly.”

Among other popu-
lar names who sent in 
wishes include Abhishek 

Bachchan, Sanjay Kapoor, 
Aalim Hakim, Darshan 
Kumar, Nandish Sandhu, 
Dabboo Ratnani and 
Vishal Dadlani.

The family has a 
cancer survivor in Sunaina 
Roshan, Hrithik’s sister. 
She fought cervical cancer 
and survived it.

Apart from his acting 
career, Rakesh Roshan is 
known for directing films 
like “Kishen Kanhaiya”, 
“Karan Arjun”, “Kaho 
Naa... Pyaar Hai”, “Koi... 
Mil Gaya” and the super-
hero “Krrish” film series.

IANS

T
he 66-year-old 
actress doesn’t 
think women 
should meet 
with male in-

dustry figures alone unless 
they “found the person 
very attractive” because 
the implication behind the 
private meetings should be 
obvious.

She said: “In the States, 
there were occasions when 
you might be asked to go 
to a private screening or 
someone’s place and you 
just didn’t do it - unless you 
found the person very at-
tractive, in which case you 
did do it.

“But if they’re not really 
attractive, there’s nothing to 
be gained from it, because 
it’s obvious what you’re in-
dicating by going.” And the 
‘Call the Midwife’ ac-
tress insisted 
she would 
never have 
been in 
such an 
uncom-
fortable 
situation 
herself 
because if 
she found 
herself 
in that 
position, 
she would 
be “back out 
of the door 
rather fast”.

She added: 
“Because there 
isn’t any part 
that’s worth 
that - and I 
think there’s 
an arrogance 
in me a little 
bit as well, 
which is, ‘If 
you’re not 
casting me 
because 

I’m right for the part, then 
why are we in this situa-
tion?’ “

However, the ‘Railway 
Children’ star insisted the 
situations highlighted by 
the #MeToo movement are 
“wrong” and no one should 
abuse their power in that 
way.

www.femalefirst.co.uk

T
he 48-year-old 
singer was sued 
by Stella Buloch-
nikov last April, 
alleging she was 

owed millions of dollars, 
and though the ‘Fantasy’ 
hitmaker never responded 
to the lawsuit, the pair have 
now resolved their differ-
ences. An attorney for Stella 
told the New York Post 
newspaper’s Page 
Six column: 
“The par-
ties [have] 
reached 
a mutu-
ally agreed 
resolution 
to this mat-
ter.”

The at-
torney declined to 
say whether their client, 
who had sought unspeci-
fied damages, had received 
a cash settlement.

According to docu-
ments obtained by The 
Blast, Stella agreed to 
“discontinue this action 
against Mariah Carey with 
prejudice, with each party 
to bear its own attorneys’ 
fees and costs.”

Stella had previously 
said she 
was 

suing for breach of con-
tract, violation of the U.S. 
Civil Rights Act, and a viola-
tion of the Fair Employ-
ment and Housing Act as 
she believed she was owed 
commissions on Mariah’s 
earnings, with sources 
claiming the figure was 
more than $100 million in 
three years.

Despite the dis-
pute - which saw 

Stella accuse 
her former 

client of 
making 
her feel 
uncom-
fortable by 

frequently 
walking 

around naked 
- the manager and 

the ‘We Belong Together’ 
hitmaker had vowed to 
“continue to support” one 
another when they parted 
ways in November 2018.

They said in a joint 
statement at the time: “After 
working together for almost 
three years, Mariah Carey 
and Stella Bulochnikov 
have determined that it is 
in their mutual best interest 
to part ways on day-to-day 
management.

www.femalefirst.co.uk

T
he ‘Angels’ hitmaker is de-
termined to quit his nicotine 
habit and has found colouring 
in pre-drawn pictures is helping 
to relieve his cravings because 

it gives him something to focus on 
other than how much he’s 
missing smoking.

Speaking in an Insta-
gram Live video, he said: 
“I’m just doing some 
colouring in, which is 
good because I’ve got 
something to concen-
trate on.

“Art is good for my 

mind.”
Robbie - who has children Teddy, six, 

Charlton, four, and Coco, four months, 
with wife Ayda Field - is finding quitting 
the deadly habit very difficult and has been 
experiencing panic attacks as a result.

He added: “Anyone who is giving 
up smoking with me, keep on. The 

struggle is real. I’ve been all right all 
week, it’s been sort of six out of ten 
difficult and then in the last hour 
and a half I’ve just collapsed, pan-
ic attacks, over- whelmed . . . I’ve 
had to get out of the house just to 

calm down a little.”
www.femalefirst.co.uk

D
ef Lep-
pard 
frontman 
Joe Elliott 
says it 

took the band until 
1988 to start mak-
ing money.

The vocal-
ist reports that 
despite the Rock 
And Roll Hall Of 
Fame induct-
ees forming in 

1977, debts with 
their record label 

prevented them 
from bringing in cash 

until after the release of 
their smash hit album 
Hysteria.

Elliott tells This Is 
Money: “Once the band 
became successful, 
there was a lot of money 
going through the sys-
tem. It was never like 
winning the lottery 
though. It was fair 
and reasonable for 

what we, as a band, put in.
 “We didn’t see a great deal of money 

until the autumn of 1983 when we got 
a cheque for the Pyromania album and 
tour. By then, even though we had sold 
six million records, we had a seven-year 
debt with the record label to clear.

 “Of course, when we did get that 
cheque, it was the biggest I had ever 
seen. I can’t remember exactly how much 
it was for but it was more than £20,000. 
But because of our debts, we didn’t see 
any real money until 1988 when Hysteria 
shifted 12 million copies worldwide.”

Elliott also recalls starting a pension 
when he was 18 years old – just as the 
band signed their first record deal.

He adds: “We had a lawyer who made 
sure we started a pension that same day. 
We had our feet up on the boardroom ta-
ble, drinking whisky, smoking cigars and 
I remember saying, ‘What, a pension? 
Hang on, we are not even 20 years old.’”

Meanwhile, Def Leppard are teasing 
an announcement which is due to be 
revealed this coming Wednesday (Janu-
ary 9).

A tour? A new single? A new album? 
Watch this space.

www.loudersound.com

K
evin Hart has 
once again 
issued an 
apology to the 
LGBTQ com-

munity for his old homo-
phobic tweets, while his 
contemporary Chris Rock 
has said his name can be 
crossed off this year’s po-
tential Oscars hosts list. 

The controversy over 
using gay slurs in his past 
Twitter posts led Hart to 
step down as the emcee 
of Academy Awards 2019, 
after apologising for his 
comments.

On his SiriusXM radio 
show, “Straight From the 
Hart”, the comic on Mon-
day said that his words 
have been “chopped up” 
following previous apolo-
gies.

“Once again, Kevin 
Hart apologises for his re-
marks that hurt members 
of the LGBTQ community. 
I apologise,” he said.

He later explained the 
original homophobic joke 
that landed him in trouble. 

Hart quoted the joke, “I 
want to say that I have no 
problem with gay people. 

I don’t have a homophobic 
bone in my body. I want 
you to be happy, be gay, be 
happy.’” 

“And then I say as a 
heterosexual male, if I can 
do something to stop my 
son... That’s where the joke 
starts!” he argued.

“The only clip that 
I have seen all over the 
media is the one where I 
go, ‘Stop! That’s gay’. I really 
had to dive into the whole 
thing, even the tweets,” 

Hart said. 
The comedian said the 

words were “not I said to 
gay individuals”. 

“I didn’t say these 
words to people, at the 
time, this was our dumb 
a**es on Twitter going back 
and forth with each other. 
We thought it was okay 
to talk like that, because 
that’s how we talked to one 
another. In that, you go, 
f**k! This is wrong now,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, the same 
day, Chris Rock declared 
that he had no interest 
in hosting the Oscars 
ceremony. The actor-
comic, who has hosted the 
Academy Awards twice, 
made his intentions clear 
during his emceeing gig at 
the New York Film Critics 
Circle Awards dinner in 
Manhattan.

“If it was five years 
ago, I could say something 
really offensive and funny 
right now, but I can’t do 
that anymore, so... hey!” 
Rock quipped.

In his impromptu 
stand-up of sorts, he 
looked into the audience 
at Steve Martin and sug-
gested the veteran actor 
host the ceremony.

“Steve Martin is here. 
You should host the 
Oscars. You’re the best. 
Steve Martin should host 
the Oscars! Because I’m 
not doing it, goddammit! 
You’re not getting me,” 
Rock said.

As of now, the Acad-
emy’s hunt for an Oscars 
host continues.

PTI

Joe Elliott: Def Leppard didn’t 
make any cash until Hysteria
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Nasa’s planet hunting probe 
discovers third new planet

Methane in interstellar atmosphere can exist, say IIT Madras researchers

DNA test suggests mussel pest on Cochin coast to be invasive foreigner
Facebook staring at bigger 
problems this year, warns analyst

Harley-Davidson to showcase 
e-motorcycle with Samsung battery

Scientists find mysterious dark matter is ‘on the move’

Intel, Facebook working on cheaper AI chip

Kroger, Microsoft partner to 
develop connected grocery stores

Milky Way headed towards catastrophic galactic collision

Las Vegas, Jan. 8 (IANS): Intel and 
Facebook are working together on 
a new cheaper Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) chip that will help companies 
with high workload demands.

At the CES 2019 here on Mon-
day, Intel announced “Nervana 
Neural Network Processor for Infer-
ence” (NNP-I).

“This new class of chip is dedi-
cated to accelerating inference for 
companies with high workload 
demands and is expected to go into 
production this year,” Intel said in a 
statement.

Facebook is also one of In-
tel’s development partners on the 
NNP-I.

Navin Shenoy, Intel Executive 
Vice President in the Data Centre 
Group, announced that the NNP-I 
will go into production this year.

The new “inference” AI chip 
would help Facebook and others 
deploy machine learning more ef-
ficiently and cheaply. Intel began its 
AI chip development after acquir-
ing Nervana Systems in 2016.

Intel also announced that with 
Alibaba, it is developing athlete 

tracking technology powered by AI 
that is aimed to be deployed at the 
Olympic Games 2020 and beyond.

The technology uses existing 
and upcoming Intel hardware and 
Alibaba cloud computing technol-
ogy to power a cutting-edge deep 
learning application that extracts 
3D forms of athletes in training or 
competition.

“This technology has incred-
ible potential as an athlete training 
tool and is expected to be a game-
changer for the way fans experience 
the Games, creating an entirely new 

way for broadcasters to analyse, 
dissect and re-examine highlights 
during instant replays,” explained 
Shenoy.

Intel and Alibaba, together with 
partners, aim to deliver the first AI-
powered 3D athlete tracking during 
the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020.

“We are proud to partner with 
Intel on the first-ever AI-powered 
3D athlete tracking technology 
where Alibaba contributes its best-
in-class cloud computing capabil-
ity and algorithmic design,” said 
Chris Tung, CMO, Alibaba Group.

Washington, Jan. 8 (IANS): To take on 
Amazon, leading American grocery retailer 
Kroger and Microsoft have partnered to 
redefine the customer experience using 
Kroger technology products powered by 
Microsoft Azure Cloud.

Through this innovative partnership, 
Kroger will pilot a connected store experi-
ence and together with Microsoft, jointly 
market a commercial Retail as a Service 
(RaaS) product to the industry, the com-
pany said in a statement late Monday.

“Our partnership brings together 
Kroger’s world-class expertise in the gro-
cery industry with the power of Azure 
and Azure AI,” said Microsoft CEO Satya 
Nadella.

“Together, we will redefine the shop-
ping experience for millions of customers 

at both Kroger and other retailers around 
the world, setting a new standard for inno-
vation in the industry,” he added.

The Kroger Technology team has devel-
oped a smart technology system, powered 
by Microsoft Azure and connected by 
IoT sensors, to transform two pilot stores 
located in Monroe, Ohio and Redmond, 
Washington, respectively.

Both stores will feature technology such 
as digital pricing signage which will provide 
consumers with richer data.

“Kroger is building a seamless ecosys-
tem driven by data and technology to pro-
vide our customers with personalised food 
inspiration. We are excited to collaborate 
with Microsoft to redefine grocery retail,a 
said Rodney McMullen, Kroger’s chairman 
and CEO. 

Las Vegas, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
American motorcycle man-
ufacturer Harley-David-
son’s first electric motor-
cycle “LiveWire” equipped 
with Samsung SDI Co.’s 
battery pack, would be un-
veiled during the Consum-
er Electronics Show (CES) 
here, the South Korean bat-
tery maker said on Tuesday.

Harley-Davidson and 

Samsung SDI have col-
laborated on the building 
of the electric motorcycle 
project for over four years to 
target tech-savvy, premium 
consumers, Yonhap news 
agency reported.

The electric motorcy-
cle runs on a battery pack, 
comprising lithium-ion 
cells made by Samsung 
SDI.

LiveWire’s range is ap-
proximately 180 km, and 
it can do zero to 100 kph in 
just 3.5 seconds, Samsung 
SDI claimed.

The American motorcy-
cle manufacturer will show 
off the LiveWire during CES 
that runs through Friday 
and accept preorders dur-
ing the event for shipping 
in the fall, it noted.

London, Jan. 7 (PTI): In a 
first, scientists have found 
evidence that the mysteri-
ous dark matter—believed 
to make up most of the 
mass of the universe—can 
be heated up and moved 
around, as a result of star 
formation in galaxies.

The findings, published 
in the journal Monthly No-
tices of the Royal Astro-
nomical Society, provide 
the first observational evi-
dence for the effect known 
as ‘dark matter heating’, and 
give new clues as to what 
makes up dark matter.

Scientists from the Uni-
versity of Surrey in the UK, 
Carnegie Mellon University 
in the US and ETH Zurich in 
Switzerland set out to hunt 
for evidence for dark mat-

ter at the centres of nearby 
dwarf galaxies.

Dwarf galaxies are 
small, faint galaxies that 
are typically found orbit-
ing larger galaxies like our 
own Milky Way. They may 
hold clues that could help 
us to better understand the 
nature of dark matter.

Dark matter is thought 
to make up most of the 
mass of the universe. How-
ever since it does not inter-
act with light in the same 
way as normal matter, it can 
only be observed through 
its gravitational effects.

The key to studying it 
may however lie in how 
stars are formed in these 
galaxies.

When stars form, strong 
winds can push gas and 

dust away from the heart 
of the galaxy. As a result, 
the galaxy’s centre has less 
mass, which affects how 
much gravity is felt by the 
remaining dark matter.

With less gravitational 
attraction, the dark matter 
gains energy and migrates 
away from the centre, an 
effect called ‘dark matter 
heating’.

The team of astrophysi-
cists measured the amount 
of dark matter at the centres 
of 16 dwarf galaxies with 
very different star forma-
tion histories.

They found that galax-
ies that stopped forming 
stars long ago had higher 
dark matter densities at 
their centres than those 
that are still forming stars 

today. This supports the 
theory that the older gal-
axies had less dark matter 
heating.

“We found a truly re-
markable relationship be-
tween the amount of dark 
matter at the centres of 
these tiny dwarfs, and the 
amount of star formation 
they have experienced over 
their lives,” said Justin Read 
from the University of Sur-
rey.

“The dark matter at the 
centres of the star-forming 
dwarfs appears to have 
been ‘heated up’  and 
pushed out,” said Read.

The findings provide 
a new constraint on dark 
matter models: dark mat-
ter must be able to form 
dwarf galaxies that exhibit 

a range of central densities, 
and those densities must 
relate to the amount of star 
formation.

“This study may be the 
“smoking gun” evidence 
that takes us a step closer 
to understanding what 
dark matter is. Our finding 
that it can be heated up 
and moved around helps 
to motivate searches for a 
dark matter particle,” said 
Matthew Walker, a pro-
fessor at Carnegie Mellon 
University.

The team hopes to 
expand on this work by 
measuring the central dark 
matter density in a larger 
sample of dwarfs, pushing 
to even fainter galaxies, 
and testing a wider range of 
dark matter models.

San Francisco, Jan. 8 (IANS): Already mired 
in controversies, social networking giant 
Facebook should brace itself for another 
tough year as its revenue growth faces risk 
due to increased scrutiny of the platform’s 
usage by marketers, according to Pivotal 
Research analyst Brian Wieser.

In a note published in MediaVillage 
on Monday, Wieser maintained his “sell” 
recommendation on the company’s stock. 

“On a negatively revised price target for 
2019, we maintain our Sell recommenda-
tion on Facebook as we think downside 
risks on higher costs and management 
changes are more pronounced now vs. 
before...,” Wieser said. 

“...and revenue growth also faces risks 
as marketers enhance their scrutiny when 
they assess their use of the platform,” he 
added.

Facebook had a tough year in 2018. 
Scrutiny of Facebook increased manifold 
since it revealed earlier in 2018 how a 
London-based political consultancy, that 
worked for US President Donald Trump’s 
campaign, improperly got access to data 
of up to 87 millions users.

Appearing before a US Congress Com-
mittee in April 2018, Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg apologised for the Cambridge 

Analytica data leak scandal. 
While Facebook was slammed for 

revealing the Cambridge Analytica scan-
dal years after it got to know of it, similar 
allegations of inaction were also levelled 
at the social media site for its role in the 
spread of false and divisive messages by 
Russian-linked accounts during the 2016 
US presidential election.

Again in September 2018, Facebook 
said that a breach had exposed data of 50 
million people and then, in December, it 
reported another security breach where 
nearly 6.8 million users risked their private 
photos being exposed to third-party apps.

User numbers at Facebook were flat in 
North America and declined slightly in Eu-
rope in third-quarter information released 
in October, although total monthly active 
users worldwide went up to 2.27 billion 
from 2.23 billion on the previous quarter, 
CNBC reported. 

In Wieser’s analysis, Facebook’s prob-
lems are unlikely to go away in 2019.

Pivotal estimates that Facebook made 
between $5 billion and $7 billion from 
Chinese advertisers in 2018, and that might 
also be a problem this year if economic 
weakness continues in China, the CNBC 
report said on Monday.

Mysuru, Jan. 8 (India Sci-
ence Wire): Marine biolo-
gists at the Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and 
Technology have found 
that a heavily fouling mus-
sel growing in backwaters 
of Cochin harbour could be 
a foreign species.

Comparing the genome 
of the mussel with an inter-
national genetic database 
as well as with DNA of other 
species of mussels, they 
have concluded that the 
mussel seen near the shores 
of Cochin harbour is more 
like Mytilopsis sallei, which 
is found in the Lam Tsuen 
River in Hong Kong.

Biofouling is excessive 
growth of marine animals 
on structures and ships and 
is of great economic nui-
sance. Extensive biofouling 
could weaken foundations 
of the harbour and ship 
hulls. Unabated fouling 
can make ships heavier 

and difficult to manoeuvre. 
If it happens in the ballast 
filled with water, it could 
damage pumps and other 
machinery too.

Mussels, especially the 
Mytilopsis species are the 
prominent among the list 
of biofouling agents. The 
others are marine algae, 
microorganisms and corals.

A massive population 
of Mytilopsis sp. was first 
noticed on wooden mate-
rials partially submerged 
in the water, in Ezhupunna 
region of Vembanad Lake, 
according to the research-
ers. The lake is several kilo-
metres inland. The popula-
tion density was as high 
as 780 individuals growing 
in one square meter. Their 
bulk weight and ability to 
grow together in large num-
bers means fouling by them 
could weigh down even 
heaviest of ships.

Mytilopsis sallei, also 

known as black striped 
mussel is a well known in-
vasive mussel and has been 
known to populate strange 
seas across the world since 
16th Century by riding on 
seafarer ships.

“In India, Mytilopsis 
species were recorded from 
Visakhapatnam harbour 
during the 1960s for the 
first time and then from 
Mumbai harbour in 1975. 
Our study records their 
presence in the south-west 
coast of India for the first 
time,” said Dr. Jayachan-
dran, a member of the re-
search team.

In order to confirm if 
the species is Mytilopsis or 
not, the team took samples 
of DNA from five specimens 
and compared them with 
unique DNA portions or 
sequences of Mytilopsis 
sallei from the Lam Tsuen 
River, and also with an Asian 
mussel Congeria kusceri. It 

is difficult to distinguish be-
tween the two merely from 
their looks.

“The sequences of M. 
sallei exhibited 0% intra-
specific divergence which 
confirms that the sequence 
from Cochin mussels clearly 
matched with those from 
Lam Tsuen River, Hong 
Kong, thus confirming bio-
invasion of M. sallei in the 
Cochin backwaters,” the 
study notes.

“The results confirm 
that it is one of the several 
Mytilopsis species, if not 
Mytilopsis sallei. We can’t 
surely say that our specimen 
is Mytilopsis sallei, because 
many researchers believe 
that the Indian and other 
Asian population, including 
the Lam Tsuen River species, 
are indeed Mytilopsis ad-
amsi and is wrongly labelled 
as Mytilopsis sallei,” said 
Jayachandran. That requires 
matching the sequences 

with the mussels that are na-
tive to Guatemala. That data 
is not available now.

In any case, mussels 
growing offshore in the 
backwaters of Cochin are 
surely not local. “This spe-
cies is highly tolerant to 
salinity and temperature 
variations. Eradicating ma-
rine invasion is an extremely 
difficult. A similar invasion 
in the harbour of Darwin 
islands required 2.2 million 
Australian dollars to chemi-
cally clean the water,” the 
study said.

India does not have ad-
equate control measures to 
avoid marine pest or fouler 
intrusion except using anti-
fouling paints on ships, and 
these antifouling paints are 
marine pollutants.

The research team in-
cluded Dr. P. R. Jayachan-
dran, M. Jima Philomina 
Joseph, V. F. Sanu, and S. 
Bijoy Nandan.

Chennai, Jan. 8 (IANS): Researchers 
at Indian Institute of Technology, 
Madras (IIT-M) have formed clathrate 
hydrates in an environment similar 
to that of interstellar medium (ISM), 
according to a statement issued by 
the institute.

According to IIT-M, such hy-
drates, especially that of methane, are 
thought to be the future sources of 
fuel. Many nations across the world, 
including India, have programmes 
to explore hydrates in the ocean bed.

Gas hydrates such as methane 
hydrate can release combustible gases 
which could be used as a fuel, the 
IIT-M said.

Clathrate hydrates are mole-
cules like methane, carbon dioxide...

trapped in well-defined cages of water 
molecules forming crystalline solids,” 
said the statement, adding these are 
formed at high pressures and low 
temperatures at places such as the 
ocean floor, hundreds of metres below 
the sea level. They are also found in 
glaciers such as in Siberia.

“IIT Madras researchers formed 
such hydrates in vacuum, one thou-
sand billion times below the atmo-
spheric pressure called ultra-high 
vacuum (UHV ) and temperature 
close to minus 263 degree Celsius (10 
Kelvin). These are the conditions pres-
ent in deep space,” the statement said.

This discovery of hydrates is highly 
unexpected at extremely low pres-
sures and ultra-cold temperatures and 

may have several implications for the 
chemistry of such atmospheres, the 
statement said.

Detailing the discovery, IITM said, 
an experimental UHV was specially 
built for such studies, which housed 
several spectroscopic probes.

“Nanometre thin layers of ice and 
methane were prepared by condens-
ing a mixture of the gases on a special-
ly made single crystal of ruthenium 
metal. The ruthenium metal surface 
was cooled to low temperatures ini-
tially,” IITM said.

According to IIT-M, the formation 
of hydrates was studied by spectros-
copy. At first, when the gases were 
deposited, the spectroscopic features 
resembled solids of methane and 

water ice.
However, as the hydrate cage 

formed with methane trapped in it, 
the molecule became ‘free’ as in the 
gas phase.

“The observed changes were com-
pared with theoretical simulations 
which confirmed the hydrate forma-
tion. The results were verified with 
the hydrate formed by standard meth-
ods,” IITM said.

Cages of water are not expected to 
form under such conditions as the wa-
ter molecules are frozen and cannot 
move at very low temperatures. There-
fore, when they did the experiments 
initially, nothing surprising was seen.

“Normally, in UHV experiments, 
spectroscopic changes are monitored 

only for minutes, maybe an hour. I 
thought that why not wait for days and 
keep observing the changes. After all, 
ice and methane have been sitting in 
the space for millions of years.” Profes-
sor Thalappil Pradeep, a senior author 
of the study was quoted as saying in 
the statement.

“The excitement happened after 
3 days. New features started coming. 
Then, of course, several experiments 
were done under controlled condi-
tions. The problem went through sev-
eral PhD students over a period of five 
years. Now, a number of opportunities 
have opened up.” Pradeep said.

Such hydrates were also formed 
with carbon dioxide.

“Trapping carbon dioxide in hy-

drates is a way to reduce global warm-
ing. One can sequester carbon dioxide 
gas as solid hydrates under the sea 
bed,” Rajnish Kumar, co-author of 
the study was quoted as saying in the 
statement.

In hydrates, molecular confine-
ment can result in new chemistry, 
especially in presence of cosmic light 
present in interstellar environment.

This may have relevance to the 
origin of life. The work was performed 
by Jyotirmoy Ghosh and colleagues 
under the guidance of Pradeep and 
Kumar of IITM, the statement said.

The paper was published today in 
Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences of the United States of 
America (PNAS).

New York, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
NASA’s Transiting Exoplan-
et Survey Satellite (TESS) 
has discovered a third small 
planet outside our solar 
system, scientists report.

The new planet named 
HD 21749b, orbits a bright, 
nearby dwarf star about 
53 light years away in the 
constellation Reticulum. It 
appears to have the longest 
orbital period of the three 
planets so far identified by 
TESS. 

The surface of the new 
planet is likely around 300 
degrees Fahrenheit and 
is relatively cool, given its 
proximity to its star, which 
is almost as bright as the 
sun, said the team from the 
Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology in Boston.
“It’s the coolest small 

planet that we know of 
around a star this bright,” 
said lead researcher 
Diana Dragomir, 
a post-doctoral 
student at the 
MIT. 

H D 
2 1 7 4 9 b 
j o u r n e y s 
around its star 
in a relatively 
leisurely 36 days, com-
pared to the two other plan-
ets -- Pi Mensae b, a “super-
Earth” with a 6.3-day orbit, 
and LHS 3844b, a rocky 
world that speeds around 
its star in just 11 hours

The planet is about 
three times the size of 

Earth, which puts it in the 
category of a “sub-Nep-
tune”. Surprisingly, it is also 
a whopping 23 times as 

mas- sive as Earth. 
But it is 

unlikely that 
the planet is 

rocky and there-
fore habitable; 
it’s more likely 

made of gas, of a 
kind that is much 

more dense than the 
atmospheres of either 

Neptune or Uranus.
“We think this planet 

wouldn’t be as gaseous as 
Neptune or Uranus, which 
are mostly hydrogen and 
really puffy,” Dragomir said. 
“The planet likely has a 
density of water, or a thick 

atmosphere.”
The researchers have 

also detected evidence of a 
second planet, though not 
yet confirmed, in the same 
planetary system, with a 
shorter, 7.8-day orbit. If it 
is confirmed as a planet, 
it could be the first Earth-
sized planet discovered by 
TESS.

The scientists  an-
nounced the results at the 
annual American Astro-
nomical Society meeting 
in Seattle.

Launched in April 2018 
for a two-year mission, 
TESS will survey nearly the 
entire sky by monitoring 
and piecing together over-
lapping slices of the night 
sky.

London, Jan. 8 (PTI): A 
catastrophic collision with 
a neighbouring galaxy in 
two billion years’ time 
could wake up Milky Way 
galaxy’s dormant black 
hole, and send our solar 
system hurtling into space, 
scientists say. Researchers 
led by astrophysicists at 
Durham University in the 
UK predict that the Large 
Magellanic Cloud (LMC) 
could hit the Milky Way in 
two billion years’ time.

The collision could oc-
cur much earlier than the 
predicted impact between 
the Milky Way and another 
neighbouring galaxy, An-
dromeda, which scien-
tists say will hit our galaxy 
in eight billion years. As 
it feeds, the now-active 
black hole would throw 
out high-energy radiation 
and while these cosmic 
fireworks are unlikely to 
affect life on Earth, the 

scientists say there is a 
small chance that the ini-
tial collision could send 
our solar system hurtling 
into space.

Ga l a x i e s  l i k e  o u r 
own Milky Way are sur-
rounded by a group of 
smaller satellite galaxies 
that orbit around them, 
in a similar way to how 
bees move around a hive. 
Typically, these satellite 
galaxies have a quiet life 
and orbit around their 
hosts for many billions of 
years. However, from time 
to time, they sink to the 
centre, collide and are de-
voured by their host galaxy.

The Large Magellanic 
Cloud is the brightest sat-
ellite galaxy of the Milky 
Way and only entered our 
neighbourhood about 1.5 
billion years ago. It sits 
about 163,000 light years 
from the Milky Way. Un-
til recently astronomers 

thought that it would ei-
ther orbit the Milky Way 
for many billions of years, 
or, since it moves so fast, 
escape from our galaxy’s 
gravitational pull.

However, recent mea-
surements indicate that 
the Large Magellanic 
Cloud has nearly twice as 
much dark matter than 
previously thought. The 
study, published in that 
since it has a larger than 
expected mass, the Large 
Magellanic Cloud is rap-
idly losing energy and is 
doomed to collide with our 
galaxy.

The researchers in-
cluding those from Univer-
sity of Helsinki in Finland, 
used the EAGLE galaxy 
formation supercomputer 
simulation to predict the 
collision. “While two bil-
lion years is an extremely 
long time compared to 
a human lifetime, it is a 

very short time on cosmic 
timescales,” said Marius 
Cautun, a postdoctoral fel-
low in Durham University.

“The destruction of the 
Large Magellanic Cloud, as 
it is devoured by the Milky 
Way, will wreak havoc with 
our galaxy, waking up the 
black hole that lives at its 
centre and turning our gal-
axy into an ‘active galactic 
nucleus’ or quasar,” said 
Cautun.

“This phenomenon 
will generate powerful jets 
of high energy radiation 
emanating from just out-
side the black hole,” he 
said. “While this will not 
affect our Solar System, 
there is a small chance that 
we might not escape un-
scathed from the collision 
between the two galax-
ies which could knock us 
out of the Milky Way and 
into interstellar space,” he 
added.
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Chozuba Area Sports As-
sociation meet underway

Ranji Trophy: Nagaland leads 
on day two

Shyam Srinivasan

Mauricio Pochettino 

Kohima, Jan. 8 (EMN): The Chozuba Area Sports 
Association (CASA) 48th meet got underway at Cho-
zuba town on Tue. Jan. 8 with Member of  legislative 
Assembly, Dr. Chotisuh  Sazo as the special guest of  
the event. Speaking during the event Dr. Chotisuh Sazo 
said no government will be able to give government job 
to all its youth. Stating that Nagas have to change the 
attitude that govt. job alone is the only job. He added 
"we have to venture out", Sazo urged the gathering to 
excel in their respective fields. He said that the "society 
is living in a potpourri of  cultures which are of  nega-
tive." He lamented that today's youth have to learn those 
"negative and destructive culture" and blamed the social 
media and the internet for that. He further reminded the 
youths to adopt the "good work culture" of  the forefa-
thers including self  reliance, sense of  belonging, social 
responsibility, hard work and the nature of  cooperative.
Encouraging the players to play good sport, Sazo asked 
them to exhibit their skills. Adding that, he said "a good 
player is who can accept both defeat and victory with 
smile and grace." The five-day long sports meet will 
conclude on Jan. 12. The sports meet includes football, 
volleyball, basketball for games including track events 
and field events.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): In the ongoing Plate Group-D 
Ranji Trophy match between Nagaland and Pudduchery 
at the Nagaland Cricket Stadium, Dimapur on day two, 
Nagaland captain Jonathan Rongsen scored his third 
consecutive century of  the first class season 2018-19.
Nagaland started day two on 387 for 5 but were all out 
for 467 runs.
Score:
Nagaland (1st innings): 467 all out
Hokaito-177 runs, Nitesh-100 runs, Jonathan-123 runs
For Pudduchery, Pankaj Singh and Gomez took three 
wickets each while Fabid and Rohit claimed two wickets 
each.
Pudduchery (1st innings): 224 for 3 at close of  play on 
day two
P K Dogra-109 n.o., Kartik-81 runs
For Nagaland, Tahmeed, Pawan Suyal and Imliwati 
took one wicket each.

HOME TURF 

Kerber through as Stephens 
avoids shock loss in Sydney

Southern Angami defends 
Thevonü memorial trophy

Nagaland shines at national 
traditional wrestling championship

Indian-origin player among contenders at poker 
tournament as top prize is raised to INR 36 cr.

Pochettino wants to be at 
Tottenham Hotspur  for '20 years'

Test series star Bumrah rested from Australia ODIs, NZ tour

EM Images

The Southern Angami team with the Thevonü memorial trophy at Khulazu Basa in Phek district on Tue. Jan. 8.

Nagaland team medal winners with other wrestlers and officials during the medal distribution ceremony.

Angelique Kerber of Germany hits a backhand to Camila Giorgi of Italy during their women's singles match at 
the Sydney International tennis tournament, in Sydney on Tue. Jan. 8.

Sydney, Jan. 8 (AFP): De-
fending champion An-
gelique Kerber cruised into 
the Sydney International 
third round Tuesday as she 
targets back-to-back titles, 
while world number five 
Sloane Stephens narrowly 
avoided a shock loss.

The second seeded 
German was made to work 
hard in the opening set 
against Italy's Camila Gior-
gi, but took control in the 
second to ease through 7-6 
(7/3), 6-2.

"It's always tough to 
play Camila, the way she 
is hitting the ball. Her sec-
ond serve is like her first 
serve," said world number 
two Kerber, who had a first 
round bye and is now into 
the third round.

"It's never easy to play 
your first tournament 
match but I am happy to be 
through. Hopefully I can go 
back-to-back, but there's 
still a long way to go."

America's Stephens 
battled back from the brink 
of a defeat to beat 72nd-
ranked qualifier Ekaterina 
Alexandrova in their first 
round clash.

Less than a week before 
the Australian Open -- the 
season's first Grand Slam 
-- she was on the ropes 
with Alexandrova winning 
the first set to love and 
serving for the match in the 
second set.

Sydney, Jan. 8 (PTI): In-form Indian 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah was Tuesday 
rested from the upcoming ODI 
series against Australia and the 
subsequent tour of New Zealand 
with Mohammad Siraj replacing 
the hero of the team's maiden Test 
series triumph Down Under.

With 21 scalps, Bumrah ended 
the four-Test series as the joint-
leading wicket-taker alongside 
Australian off-spinner Nathan Lyon.

"Keeping in mind the work load 
of the bowler, it was best felt to give 
him adequate rest ahead of the 
home series against Australia. Mo-
hammed Siraj will replace Bumrah 
in the squad for the Australia and 
New Zealand tour," said the BCCI 
in a statement.

"Punjab pacer Siddarth Kaul 
has also been drafted into the 

Nassau (Bahamas), Jan. 8 (IANS): An 
Indian-origin professional poker player is 
among the top contenders in the Pokerstars 
tournament here, even as the top winning 
price goes up to Rs 36 crore ($5.1 million), 
helped by new players who joined in till 
noon on Tuesday -- the cut-off time.

Shyam Srinivasan, a Canadian citizen 
born in Toronto with parents from Chennai 
and Bengaluru, is still among the top play-
ers, even as 215 players are left in the fray, 
after being in the top six on Sunday. 

His stack, though, had come down, 
after going up four-fold on the first day 
against the starting chips of $60,000.

Other Indians or persons of Indian 
origin are way behind in the tournament 
which boasts of having one of largest stakes 
and the highest number of players among 
such global events. The tournament is be-
ing held here at the Atlantis hotel. Some of 
the original entrants were eliminated on 
day two, but others cannot be written off 
as it's still early in the game.

A total of 1,039 players entered the 
$25,000 buy-in level, raising the total pool 
money to $26.45 million. The winner gets 
around 15 per cent of this with an extra 
million thrown in by Pokerstar as incentive. 

The rest of the money would be shared 

But Stephens somehow 
rallied to win 0-6, 7-6 (7/3), 
7-6 (7/3).

"I was, like, it's not go-
ing to get any worse than 
this," Stephens said of the 
first set. "So it was like I 
might as well just play.

"Obviously she was 
playing well. Sometimes 
when you play a player 
that's just playing like that, 
there is not much you can 
do."

Earlier, two-time Wim-
bledon champion Petra 
Kvitova avenged her US 

Open defeat to in-form 
Aryna Sabalenka.

T h e  C z e c h ,  w h o 
slumped to 29 in the world 
after being attacked in her 
home by a knife-wielding 
man in 2016, has battled 
back to number eight and 
was encouraged by her 
6-1, 7-5 win over the Be-
larusian.

Sabalenka is a form 
player, racing to number 11 
in the world after a stellar 
2018 and starting the year 
by winning the Shenzhen 
Open.

"She was definitely 
(finishing strongly). She 
came from Shenzhen (last 
week) where she won the 
tournament so I knew it 
would be a tough match," 
said Kvitova.

"Unfortunately I lost 
(to her) at the US Open but 
I'm happy with my per-
formance here in the first 
round."

Kvitova, who is aiming 
for her second Sydney title 
after lifting the trophy in 
2015, belted 28 winners to 
Sabalenka's 11 and won 

an incredible 85 percent of 
her first-serve points.

Ostapenko, Muguruza 
out
There was no such joy for 
2017 French Open winner 
Jelena Ostapenko, whose 
poor form continued in 
a 6-3, 6-3 defeat to Aus-
tralia's Ash Barty, who is 
rewarded with a second-
round clash against world 
number one Simona Ha-
lep.

After picking up a thigh 
injury at the Hopman 
Cup, Garbine Muguruza 
-- another major winner -- 
safely negotiated her first-
round encounter with fel-
low Spaniard Carla Suarez 
Navarro 6-3, 6-4.

She later pulled out of 
the tournament, citing an 
unspecified illness, giving 
her next opponent Kiki 
Bertens a walkover into 
the third round.

Last year Muguruza 
was the top seed and 
world number two, but 
12 months on she is un-
seeded and down to 18.

In the men's draw Aus-
tralian teenager Alex De 
Minaur, a finalist last year, 
continued his prepara-
tions for the Australian 
Open with a 6-4 6-3 win 
over Dusan Lajovic.

Towering Americans 
Sam Querrey and Reilly 
Opelka are also through to 
the next round.

Our Correspondent 
K hulazu Basa, Jan. 8 
(EMN): Defending cham-
pion Southern Angami 
Sports Association (SASA) 
won the 4th Thevonü me-
morial trophy held at Khu-
lazu Basa village on Tue. 
Jan. 8.

The event was organ-
ised by Japfüphiki Chokri 
Dzevi Krotho and hosted 
by CAPO on the theme ' 
friendship and progress.' 

It may be mentioned that 
Thevonü Cup was played 
between the Southern 
Angami and the Chakhe-
sang's Chokri as a sign of 
'brotherhood and friend-
ship among them.'

The football match was 
played between SASA's 
team A and Chokri Area 
Games and sports Asso-
ciation's (CAGSA) team A. 
It was Kelesal Pucho from 
team SASA, who scored 

the solitary goal at the 
32nd minute, leading the 
team to claim the victory.

Meanwhile, the vol-
leyball match in women 
category was played be-
tween SASA and CAGSA. 
Team SASA won the match 
after a tough competi-
tion. It may be mentioned 
that both the football and 
volleyball matches were 
bagged by Southern An-
gami.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Under the aegis of the Na-
galand Wrestling Asso-
ciation (NWA) and under 
the sponsorship of the 
SSA, Nagaland, 11 wres-
tlers along with three of-
ficials participated in the 
64th National Traditional 
Wrestling (Belt Wrestling) 
Championship (SGFI) at 
Belagavi, in Karnataka.

Nagaland won three 
gold, one silver, and one 

bronze while Bongtang 
Phom was awarded the 
best wrestlers of the cham-
pionship. The following 
are the results  of  the 
championship for Naga-
land team. 

Medal winners 
1.Bongtang Phom (50 

Kg) of Ruzhukhrie GHSS, 
(Gold) 

2.Veshebalu Nienu (45 
Kg) of Ruzhukhrie GHSS, 
(Gold) 

3.Haizuyile (50 Kg) of 
GMS Meriema (Gold) 

4.Mhaphrovituo Rhat-
su (60kg) of Ruzhukhrie 
GHSS (Silver) 

5.Kuthovezo Medeo 
(65 Kg) of Baptist High, 
(Bronze)

Team Nagaland will 
reach the state on Jan. 12 
next. This was stated in 
a press release issued by 
NWA General Secretary 
Vekhozo.

London, Jan. 8 (Reuters): 
Tottenham Hotspur man-
ager Mauricio Pochettino 
has said he wants to stay 
at the Premier League club 
for 20 years and maybe 
finish his career in north 
London, the BBC has re-
ported.

Since joining from 
Southampton in 2014 the 
46-year-old Argentine, 
touted as a future Real Ma-
drid or Manchester Unit-
ed boss by Spanish and 
British media, has made 
Spurs a top-four side who 
regularly compete in the 
Champions League.

“I hope, or I wish, to be 
here 20 years and decide 
to leave or to finish my ca-
reer here,” Pochettino was 
quoted as saying.

 “I am so focused here, 
and want to help the club 
to achieve what the club 
want to be in history.”

He added: “It would be 
fantastic. I am so happy 
to be here. I am so happy 
to work in that pressure. 
Why not?”

Pochettino hopes to 
emulate the longevity of 

squad for the three-match T20I 
series against New Zealand," it 
added.

Bumrah, who made his Test 

debut just 12 months ago, has 
become India's go to pacer in all 
three formats.

The attack comprising Bum-

rah, Mohammad Shami, Umesh 
Yadav, Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Ishant Sharma has been hailed as 
India's best ever.

The decision to rest him comes 
after saptain Virat Kohli also em-
phasised on managing the work-
load of the pacers following India's 
maiden Test series win in Australia 
here on Monday.

"It's important to take care 
of these guys especially manage 
workloads, that's going to be our 
priority going forward. But even 
more so, finding three more guys 
who can bowl as fast as and as re-
lentless as these guys," said Kohli.

India play three ODIs against 
Australia starting here on Saturday 
before travelling to New Zealand 
for a five-ODI and three-T20I as-
signment starting January 23.

Jasprit Bumrah 

by players till number 181 - the last 27 just 
about getting back the entry money.

There will be six who would become 
millionaires, apart from the winner. 

"I am just aiming for the top. There is no 
other goal," Srinivasan, who has played in 
several global poker tournaments, told this 
IANS correspondent during a break. 

He stood 6th in 2014, 10th in 2016 and 
25th in a $25,000 buy-in tournament in 
2017. He said that unless you aim for the 
top you would end up nowhere. 

"Even if you fail in achieving that level, 
you would get some measure of success on 
the way up", the 37-year-old said, adding 
that it was important for poker players to 
look after their physical and mental health 
because tournaments like the one in the 
Bahamas, spread over five whole days, can 
take a toll on the best.

A golf player, Srinivasan started playing 
cash games about 13 years ago and then 
moved on to online games, something 
which most players do in the reverse order. 
He says he has been one of the most suc-
cessful online players, having made at least 
$10 million over the years. Even in sit-down 
cash games, he has won around $2 million.

He said one needs to adopt several 
good habits to be a good player -- like self-
awareness, shunning ego and arrogance, 
being humble and checking all the time 
where one went wrong.

Srinivasan said his game in the last two 
days have been "quite smooth" with some 
of his best hands holding till the last and 
some of his bluffs going through. "I played 
a fundamentally sound game," he added. 

He said he had done well for himself 
in poker because several good players had 
held his hand when he was learning the 
professional ropes. In turn now, he's men-
toring several youngsters in the game, one 
of whom had gone on to become famous on 
the poker circuit. He has not been to India 
in the last 20 years but would like to visit his 
home country this year, "since I heard that 
poker has become very important there".

former Arsenal manager 
Arsene Wenger, who was 
in charge at Tottenham’s 
London rivals for 22 years 
before leaving at the end of 
last season.

“Bu t  I  d o n’t  k n ow 
because I need to ask 
(Wenger) one day, if I have 
the possibility, if he is so 
happy in the way that he 
finished,” he said. “What I 
saw from my point of view, 
it was so unfair how the 
people treated him.”

Pochettino has yet to 
win a trophy at Spurs but 
they are still in four com-
petitions this season hav-
ing reached the Champi-
ons League last 16, the 
League Cup semi-finals 
— where they host Chelsea 
on Tuesday — and the FA 
Cup fourth round.

They are in third place 
in the league, six points 
behind leaders Liverpool, 
and host  Manchester 
United on Sunday.


