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When Manisha Koirala almost 
got rejected for ‘1942: A Love 
Story’!  |  P10

Nation

45 Lok Sabha members suspended 
in 2 days for disruptions | P8

LSTV grab via PTI

A view of the Lok Sabha during the Winter Session of the Parliament in New Delhi, on Thursday, Jan. 3.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 3: The men-
ace posed by elephants in 
Wokha continues even as 
the situation has become a 
usual conflict between vil-
lagers and the pachyderm 
there. Adding to the conflict 
tally, three vegetable fields 
were entirely ravaged again 
on Jan. 1 at Mekokla village, 
in Wokha district.

The village’s council 
chairman, Nyamo Z Yan-
than said three farmers had 
gone to their fields on Jan. 
1, during which they saw 
the fields ravaged. Fortu-

nately, the chairman said, 
there was no casualty from 
the incident.

Mentioning that the 
district’s administration 
had informed him that it 
would be sending officials 
on Jan. 4, the chairman 
hoped that the officials 
would take necessary steps 
to prevent such incidents in 
the future. 

The deputy commis-
sioner of Wokha, Manzir 
Jeelani Samoon told East-
ern Mirror over the phone 
that the administration 
would be sending Wokha 

District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority officials, 
on Jan. 4 to assess the situ-
ations. He added that the 
officials will be distributing 
emergency relief to the vil-
lagers.

Year 2018 ended with 
heartache for farmers of 
Mekokla village as ele-
phants numbering around 
30 to 35 entered a farm land 
at Haili, about seven kilo-
metres away from Mekokla, 
and destroyed rubber and 
sugarcane plantations on 
the night of Dec. 25, and 
early hours of Dec. 26.

T h e  c h a i r m a n  i n -
formed then that no casu-
alty was caused to farmers; 
they were in the village for 
Christmas celebrations. 

On Nov. 16 2018 though, 
a farmer lost his life and an-
other was severely injured 
when they were sleeping 
inside a hut in a terraced 
paddy field about six kilo-
metres away from Mekokla. 
Crops, plantation, and field 
houses were also damaged.

Another incident of el-
ephants destroying fields 
and field property was re-
ported from New Wokha 
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village, on Nov. 18. The vil-
lage’s development board’s 
secretary, Chichamo Kithan 
told Eastern Mirror over 
the phone then that the 
elephants had damaged 
paddy fields and destroyed 
two farm houses on the 
night of Nov. 18. The fields 
belonged to farmers from 
New Wokha village.

Similarly in 2016, a 
farmer from Longtsung 
village was trampled to 
death while an unspecified 
number of people were in-
jured during the encounter 
with the pachyderm. In 
2015, a villager hailing from 
Old Riphyim village was 
also mauled to death.

Yanthan said that the 
situation has become a usu-
al conflict between villagers 
and the elephants, resulting 
in fear psychosis among 
villagers.

Consequently, village 
authorities in Wokha have 
been urging the district ad-
ministration and the de-
partment of Forest to ac-
tivate wildlife control and 
initiate measures to prevent 
conflict in the future.

Despite  continued 
threat—on an alarming 
increase—the absence of 
any worthwhile interven-
tion into the conflict and 
mitigation of it, continues to 
pose a grave threat to both 
people and the elephants in 
Wokha district.

Human trafficking survivors reach out to Modi

Spending on central scholarship schemes declines
Expenditure 
for students 
hailing from 
the Northeast 
recorded a 
decline

Over 5k projects proposed for Smart City mission

INR 1.69 crore-
worth ivory seized

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (IANS): Survivors of hu-
man trafficking on Thursday reached out to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi requesting 
his support to protect the rights of trafficked 
women and children in the country and 
ensure the passage of Trafficking of Persons 
Bill, 2018 in the Rajya Sabha.

The survivors' group submitted over 
1.17 lakh postcards, written by people from 
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, West 
Bengal, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, 
and Odisha to mobilize support for the 
passage of the long-pending anti-human 
trafficking legislation.

Reiterating Modi as 'Pradhan-Sewak', 
the letter, signed by groups such as Utthan, 

Bandhan Mukti and Aazaad Shakti Abhi-
yaan congratulated the BJP government 
for amending the POCSO Act, National 
Nutrition Mission and Triple-Talaq Bill and 
hoped that the Rajya Sabha passes the Bill.

"Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, 
Protection, Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 intro-
duced by your government is pending for 
discussion in the Rajya Sabha. 

"We would like to congratulate your 
government for coming up with this draft 
law, which in our view will provide the nec-
essary action for law enforcement agencies 
to prevent this crime and sufficient assist-
ance to the rescued victims. We hope that 
the Rajya Sabha functions and all political 
parties support this Bill," it said.

JPC report on Citizenship amendment bill adopted amid protests
New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): A Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) examining the contro-
versial Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill has adopted amid 
protests by opposition MPs 
its report that will be tabled in 
the Lok Sabha on January 7, 
sources said.

Barring a few minor 
changes, the JPC will recom-
mend for introduction of the 
original form of the proposed 
legislation, which seeks to 
grant Indian nationality to 
people belonging to minor-
ity communities, other than 
Muslims, in Bangladesh, Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan.

"We have adopted the re-
port in the JPC meeting today 
and we will submit it in Lok 
Sabha on January 7," BJP MP 
Rajendra Agrawal, who heads 
the panel, told PTI. 

Agrawal said members of 
the JPC can give their dissent 
notes till 3 pm on Friday.

Opposition MPs, includ-
ing those belonging to the 
Congress and the CPI (M), 
have protested the adoption 
of the JPC report without dis-
cussions. In protest, Congress 
Rajya Sabha member Bhu-
baneswar Kalita walked out of 
the JPC meeting, the sources 
said.

Agrawal said there were 
detailed discussions during 
the panel's last meeting held 

on December 31 and clause-
by-clause amendments initi-
ated by the opposition mem-
bers were defeated.

The BJP has an edge in the 
30-member JPC. The ruling 
party has 14 MPs in the panel; 
Congress has four members 
while the Trinamool Congress 
and the Biju Janata Dal have 
two MPs each. The Shiv Sena, 
JD(U), TRS, TDP, CPI(M), 
AIADMK, SP, BSP have one 
member each in the panel.

The bill seeks to amend 
the Citizenship Act, 1955, to 

grant Indian nationality to 
people belonging to minority 
communities -- Hindus, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians -- in Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan after 
six years of residence in India 
instead of 12, even if they 
don't possess any proper doc-
ument. This was an election 
promise of the BJP in 2014.

The Congress, the Trina-
mool Congress, the CPI(M) 
and a few other parties have 
been steadfastly opposing 
the bill claiming that citizen-

ship cannot be given on basis 
of religion. After the report 
is submitted in Lok Sabha 
on January 7, it is to be seen 
whether the bill could get 
through during the Winter 
Session of Parliament, which 
comes to an end on January 
8, sources said.

Various members from 
opposition parties have been 
asserting that citizenship is a 
constitutional provision and 
it cannot be based on religion, 
as India is a secular nation. An 
opposition MP said if the bill 

in its present form comes into 
effect, then it will nullify the 
Assam Accord under which 
anyone entering the state ille-
gally after March 1971 should 
be declared foreigner and 
deported.

A large section of peo-
ple and organisations in the 
Northeast have opposed the 
bill, saying it will nullify the 
provisions of the Assam Ac-
cord of 1985, which fixed 
March 24, 1971, as the cut-off 
date for deportation of illegal 
immigrants irrespective of re-
ligion. Even the governments 
of Meghalaya and Mizoram 
have strongly opposed the 
bill and adopted resolutions 
against it.

The JPC has already taken 
six extensions from the Lok 
Sabha Speaker. Last time it 
had sought time for the pres-
entation of the report was on 
the "first day of the last week 
of the Winter Session, 2018.”

During the course of its 
examination and study visits, 
the committee met a cross 
section of people in Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, Assam and Meg-
halaya and heard views of 
organisations, individuals, 
experts and others over the is-
sue. The committee also heard 
the views of chief secretaries 
and police chiefs of Assam, 
Bihar, Gujarat, Jharkhand, 
Maharashtra and West Bengal.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): 
Spending on nine out of a 
total 21 central scholarship 
and fellowship schemes 
for students registered a 
decline between 2016-17 
and 2017-18, the HRD 
Ministry informed Rajya 
Sabha on Thursday.

Among the schemes 
where the expenditure re-

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): A 
total of 5,151 projects have 
been proposed by cities in 
their Smart City Proposals 
and they have all incorpo-
rated special purpose vehi-
cles, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Thursday.

Union Minister of State 
for Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Hardeep Singh Puri 
said this in a written reply 
to a question in the Upper 
House of Parliament.

"The implementation 
of the Smart Cities Mission 
is being done by a city level 
Special Purpose Vehicle 
(SPV). As on date, all 100 cit-
ies have incorporated SPVs, 
97 of them have procured 
Project Management Con-

Guwahati, Jan. 3 (IANS): In a major success 
against wildlife parts smuggling, sleuths of Rev-
enue Intelligence have recovered over 16 kg of 
ivory worth INR 1.69 crore in the international 
market from a place near Siliguri in Bengal, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The incident took place at Ghoshpukur in 
the outskirts of Siliguri, RI officials said, adding 
the seizure was made after the RI launched an 
operation following a tip-off. 

"The 16.962 kg of elephant tusk ivory were 
concealed in a black tea laden truck, which 
was on its way to Kolkata from Assam," an of-
ficial said.

"The elephant tusks in four cut pieces were 
being secretly transported in the said vehicle 
loaded with consignment of black tea. 

"On interrogation, the driver of the vehicle 
confessed that the elephant tusks were handed 
over to him at Baihata Chariali by one person of 
Guwahati for transport of the same to Kolkata," 
the officials said, quoting the driver.

"Preliminary investigation revealed that 
the tusks were extracted from poached el-
ephants in the forested areas of Assam and 
were being carried to Kolkata for export to 
South East Asian countries via Bangladesh," 
the official said.

The Indian (Asian) Elephant is listed in Ap-
pendix I of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES) and also listed under Sl no: 
12B of Part I of Schedule I of the Wild Life Pro-
tection Act, 1972. 

"The elephant tusks valued at about INR 
1.69 crore in the international market have 
been seized under the provisions of the Cus-
toms Act, 1962 read with the Wildlife Protection 
Act," the official added.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): Parliament on 
Thursday approved a bill to provide retro-
spective recognition to central and state 
government funded institutions offering 
B.Ed and related courses that are not rec-
ognised under the National Council for 
Teacher Education Act.

The National Council for Teacher Edu-
cation (Amendment) Bill would help over 
17,000 students who have obtained B.Ed 
degrees from those institutions which do 
not have NCTE approval for the course 
under the 1993 law, HRD Minister Prakash 
Javadekar said in Rajya Sabha.

The bill would provide post-facto ap-
proval to the students from several state and 
central universities, whose degree have no 
recognition under the 1993 law, the Minis-
ter said replying to the debate in the Upper 
House where it was passed Thursday.

Lok Sabha has already passed this bill 
on July 23, 2018.

Javadekar said this amendment would 
help several central and state universities 

that were running Bachelor of Education 
(B.Ed) and related courses without having 
any recognition. The minister said the gov-
ernment would ensure that the quality of in-
stitutes offering B.Ed courses is maintained.

Javadekar said the ministry has asked 
them to submit affidavits and video record-
ing of the facilities they offer. Moreover, the 
minister said that from 2020, the govern-
ment proposes to start integrated course in 
B.ED as in Law and other courses.

"I hope, like law, integrated course in 
this would also be successful," he said add-
ing the Centre is enforcing strict standards 
for the institutes offering teacher's training 
courses.

According to him, in the last three years, 
the government has not given any permis-
sion for new B.ED colleges.

Supporting the bill, JD (U) member 
Kahkashan Perween said this was the need 
of the hour.

K K Ragesh of CPI (M) said NCTE should 
not be filled with only bureaucrats.

sultants (PMCs) and all 100 
have constituted City Level 
Advisory Fora (CLAF)," he 
said in the reply.

A total of 5,151 projects 
at an estimated cost of 
INR 2,05,018 crore have 
been proposed by cities in 
their Smart City Proposals 
(SCPs), Puri said.

Smart Cities Mission is 
one of the flagship projects 
of the Centre. 

"As on November 30, 
2018, 2,342 projects worth 
INR 90,929 crore have been 
tendered, of which 1,675 
projects worth INR 51,866 
crore are under implemen-
tation/have been complet-
ed," he said.

As per Smart Cities Mis-
sion Statement and Guide-
lines, the Central govern-

ment proposes to give 
financial support to the 
extent of INR 48,000 crore 
(23.4 per cent of SCP value) 
over five years such that an 
average of INR 500 crore per 
city, according to the details 
shared by the minister.

"An equal amount, on 
a matching basis, is to be 
provided by the state/urban 
local body (ULB). Apart 
from these, around INR 
42,028 crore (21 percent) is 
expected from convergence 
with other missions, INR 
41,022 crore (20 percent) 
from public private part-
nerships (PPP), around INR 
9,843 crore (4.8 per cent) 
from loans, INR 2,644 crore 
(1.3 percent) from own re-
sources and remaining from 
other sources," Puri said.

corded a decline are those 
for students hailing from 
the Northeast and belong-
ing to Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe com-
munities. The ministry did 
not cite any reason for the 
decline.

In reply to a question 
in Rajya Sabha, Minister 
of State for HRD said the 
scholarship/fellowship 
amount for postgraduate, 
doctoral and postdoctoral 
studies has been increased 
by 55 per cent from De-
cember 1, 2014.

The amount spent for 
postdoctoral fellowship for 
SC/ST candidates saw an 
increase to INR 22.6 crore 
from INR 12.62 crore in 
2015-16 and an increase to 

INR 35.13 crore in 2016-17, 
but it declined to INR 28.66 
core in 2017-18.

The amount spent for 
PG scholarship profes-
sional courses for SC/ST 
saw an increase from INR 
4.38 crore in 2014-15 to 
INR 9.14 crore in 2015-16 
but saw a decline in 2016-
17 and 2017-18 to INR 5.11 
crore and INR 3.21 crore 
respectively.

The amount spent for 
PG scholarship for single 
girl child saw an increase 
from INR 8.46 core in 2014-
15 to INR 11.51 crore in 
2015-16 but declined to 
INR 11.37 crore in 2016-17 
and further to INR 11.13 
crore in 2017-18.

From INR 74.74 crore 

in 2015-16, the amount 
spent for Ishan Uday spe-
cial scholarship for North-
eastern region increased to 
INR 88.98 crore in 2016-17 
but declined to INR 61.10 
crore in 2017-18.

The amount spent for 
Maulana Azad National 
Fellowship for Minority 
Students saw an increase 
from INR 65.21 crore to 
INR 125.34 crore between 
2014-15 and 2016-17 but 
declined to INR 97.45 crore 
in 2017-18.

The amount spent for 
national fellowship for SC 
candidates saw an increase 
from INR 140.09 crore to 
INR 225.72 crore between 
2014-15 and 2016-17 but 
declined to INR 215.97 

crore in 2017-18.
The amount spent 

for Special Scholarship 
Scheme for Jammu and 
Kashmir increased from 
INR 50 crore to INR 146 
crore between 2014-15 and 
2016-17, but declined INR 
132.96 crore in 2017-18.

The amount spent for 
PG Scholarship for Uni-
versity Rank Holder saw 
an increase from INR 2.87 
crore in 2014-15 to INR 
5.04 crore in 2016-17 and 
declined to INR 2.71 crore 
in 2017-18.

The amount spent for 
Post Graduation Scholar-
ship for Gate/GPAT quali-
fied students also saw a 
decline between 2016-17 
and 2017-18.
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JNIMS doctors during the total shutdown strike in Imphal on 
January 3.

EM Images

Members of the Dimaur Meetei Council pose for a group photo during the distribution of relief to the 
fire victims of Ura village in Dimapur.

Doctor examining a patient during the medical camp conducted by 
the Assam Rifles in Molen village under Phek district on January 2.

Resource persons and participants pose for a group photo on completion of three-month skill development training conducted by Pro Rural.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

CAGSA to hold 49th sports meet 
Chokri area games and sports association (CAGSA) has 
announced to hold its 49th games and sports meet from 
January 4 to 12 at Khulazu Basa on the motto “Friendship & 
Progress.” Neiba Kronu, minister of planning and coordina-
tion and land revenue, would grace the opening ceremony 
as the special guest and Dr. Velü-o Shijo, additional director 
of SIRD, would the grace the closing ceremony as the guest 
of honour. He would also give away prizes to the winners.

Dimapur DPDB defers meeting
The proposed meeting of the Dimapur District Planning and 
Development Board (DPDB) for the month of January 2019 
has been postponed to January 7.  A DIPR report stated that 
the venue and timing would remain the same. The district 
planning officer and member secretary of Dimapur DPDB 
has requested the board members to attend the meeting 
positively.

NFA convenes meeting
Nagaland Football Association (NFA) has convened its annual 
general meeting (AGM) on January 10 at East Gate Hotel 
near Kohima War Cemetery at 11 am. The meeting has 
been convened to discuss on Dr. T Ao trophy 2019 in com-
memoration of his 100th birth anniversary at IG Stadium, 
Kohima, beginning from January 28; NE Dr. T Ao memorial 
trophy 2019 in commemoration of his 100th birth anniver-
sary at Kohima; Nagaland Premier League (NPL); bye laws; 
appointment of technical committee; and fixture etc. NFA 
secretary, K Neibou Sekhose has requested all the NFA ex-
ecutive members to attend the proposed meeting without 
fail. He has further requested the president/ secretary of all 
the district football associations to must attend the same or 
depute its representative to the meeting.

Drivers’ union to celebrate jubilee
Nagaland Secretariat Drivers’ Union (NSDU) has announced 
to observe its silver jubilee (1994-2019) on January 12 
at State Academy Hall, Kohima, at 10 am. State minister 
of transport, civil aviation and land resources, P Paiwang 
Konyak, would be the special guest, while its first president 
Sevilie Angami would be the special invitee.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (NOV 29)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 23.3 12.2 12.9 82 -

KOHIMA -- - - - -

WOKHA 15.6 8.2 11.1 93 NIL

ZBT 13.4 4.7 11.3 93 NIL

MON 21 9 11.2 89 NIL

TUENSANG 14.2 9 8.5 61 NIL

MKG 16.4 9.2 7.4 51 NIL

PHEK 14.8 4 4.3 68 NIL

KIPHIRE 18.8 2.8 10.4 98 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA - - - - -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 21.2 5 7.5 55 Nil

JALUKIE 18 13 12.9 89 Nil

MANGKOLEMBA 22.2 14 4.2 67 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): Pro Rural, in 
collaboration with Quest Alliance, Ac-
centure and Assisi Vocational Training 
Centre, successfully completed the 
first baking training. 

A Pro Rural press release stated 
that students, who enrolled for skills 
to succeed project, had the privilege 
to go through soft skills and techni-
cal skills for self-employment. The 

purpose of three-month skills to 
succeed was targeted especially to 
unemployed youth to give training 
basically on self-employment along 
with Quest Alliance inputs relevant 
for self-employment generation.

Besides the Pro Rural training 
staff, some experts were hired for 
technical skills. Renphamo Ezung, 
winner of Naga Chef Season 4, 2016, 

and the owner of Ren Creamy Crea-
tion was accompanied by Rhonthun-
go Ezung, Renjamo Ezung, Nyamo 
Ngullie.

It was informed the next batch 
is due to start from second week of 
January 2019. Interested individuals 
are asked to contact its project coor-
dinator Kevineituo Tepa on phone no. 
7005403964 for further information.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 3 (EMN): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is scheduled to inau-
gurate couple of projects 
including integrated check 
post at Moreh and Dolaith-
abi barrage project at Ma-
raori area besides laying 
foundation stone on some 
projects in Manipur dur-
ing his visit in Manipur on 
January 4.

Necessary preparations 
are on apart from taking up 
necessary security meas-
ures after the armed groups 
operating in the state an-
nounced to boycott visit of 
the Prime Minister, who is 
also scheduled to address 
a public meeting at Hafta 
Kangjeibung in Imphal.

Meanwhile, the oppo-
sition Congress party has 
sought clarification from 
the visiting Prime Minister 
in connection with the as-
surances and promises he 
and his party made during 
their previous visits and 
election rallies in the state.

Addressing a hurriedly 
called press conference at 
Congress Bhavan in Im-
phal, former chief minister 
and leader of Congress leg-
islature party, Okram Ibobi 
Singh, pointed out at the vi-
sion documents of the BJP 
which promised to give the 
pay recommended by 7th 
pay commission to state 
employees, provide 1.5 lakh 
jobs for the state etc.

Ibobi alleged that there 
has been no visible sign 

for the proposed nation-
al sports university apart 
from scrapping special cat-
egory status of NE states in-
cluding Manipur. He stated 
that Manipur lost more 
than INR 2000 crores dur-
ing the current financial 
year due to scrapping of 
special category status.

Referring to the Prime 
Minister in his 2017 election 
campaign near Imphal, 
wherein he challenged that 
what the Congress gov-
ernment cannot do in 15 
years would be done in 15 
months if BJP comes to 
power, Ibobi stated that 
the present government is 
only inaugurating works 
which were started or on 
the verge of completion by 
the previous government. 
He claimed that except for 
few women markets in the 
district headquarters, there 
was no initiative taken up 
in the state.

Echoing similar senti-
ment, council leaders of 
Communist Party of India, 
Manipur state, expressed 
unhappiness over the slow 
progress of development 
works in the state. CPI lead-
ers felt that the people are 
not expecting much from 
the visit.

Meanwhile, Khundrak-
pam constituency MLA 
L Lokeshwor expressed 
concern over the state 
government’s alleged fail-
ure to conduct trial of the 
Dolaithabi project prior to 
its inauguration.

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): Phek battalion of the Assam Rifles 
conducted a free medical camp in Molen village under Phek 
district on January 2. 

The aim of the medical camp, according to Assam Rifles 
press release, was to provide free medical treatment and 
check up for the residents of Molen and the neighbouring 
villages. A specially constituted team under Assam Rifles 
Medical Officer examined 96 people including 33 male, 27 
female and 36 children. 

It stated that medicines were also provided to the ailing 
patients. Apart from the medical assistance, basic awareness 
on epidemic diseases and its precautions was imparted, the 
statement added.

In a separate programme, Kohima battalion of the Assam 
Rifles conducted a lecture on ‘Clean and Green Nagaland’ at 
Kohima Orphanage and Destitute Home on January 3. 

The lecture was followed by a round of questions from 
students. During interaction, various central and state gov-
ernment schemes were also covered. The lecture also covered 
the need for adopting a healthy diet and regular exercise 
regime. Altogether, 57 students attended the lecture.

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): Longla village ob-
served the 25th anniversary of ‘Yean Ngullie 
trophy’ organised by village council and 
VDB from December 18 to 20 at Longla 
local ground. 

Ekonthung Kikon, vice president of 
state BJP ST Morcha and the chief guest, 
elaborated that the true meaning of jubilee 
was to forgive and reconcile. He hoped that 
the celebration would usher in bountiful 
blessings and unity to the Longla youth and 
villagers in general. 

While acknowledging the pioneer of the 
trophy, he encouraged the youngsters to 

explore their talents and to strive for excel-
lence in the field of sports.  

Earlier, the chief guest unfurled the 
jubilee flag and dedicated by N Wobemo 
Kikon, pastor of Longla Baptist Church. 

Short speeches were delivered by Yean 
Ngullie, pioneer of the trophy, and T Sacheo 
Ngullie, former village chairman.

The programme was chaired by N 
Wobansao Lotha, VDB secretary, while 
Thungbemo Kikon, village chairman, deliv-
ered the welcome speech. Rev. Khocherao 
Ngullie pronounced the benediction 
prayer.

Agartala, Jan. 3 (IANS): Opposi-
tion parties in Tripura, mainly the 
CPI-M and Congress, on Thursday 
strongly opposed the Centre’s deci-
sion allowing Vedanta Limited to 
explore gas in the state along with 
government-owned ONGC.

An official of Tripura govern-
ment told media that a letter from 
the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas to Tripura Chief Sec-
retary Lalit Kumar Gupta said the 
Union government has signed 55 
revenue-sharing contracts with 
companies which were awarded 
petroleum exploration blocks. 

These blocks were cleared un-
der the Hydrocarbon Exploration 
and Licensing Policy and Open 
Acreage Licensing Policy for explo-
ration and production of crude oil 
and natural gas.

“One exploration block has 

been awarded to Vedanta Limited, 
which is required to apply for pe-
troleum exploration licences,” the 
official said.

The Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Ministry has also asked the 
Tripura government to facilitate 
speedy permission for smooth 
flow of investment and works in 
the exploration project.

Reacting to media reports, op-
position Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist and Congress strongly 
opposed the Centre’s decision and 
urged the people to organise agita-
tions to force the government to 
withdraw the decision.

“The Oil and Natural Gas Cor-
poration Limited has been work-
ing in Tripura for five decades 
and has successfully found and 
explored huge gas. With this, the 
ONGC has set up a giant 726 MW 

power plant in southern Tripura. It 
also facilitates setting up of many 
power projects,” a CPI-M state-
ment said.

It said the Centre’s decision 
would weaken the PSU and help 
private organisations to make 
profits.

“The (ONGC-supplied) gas-
based power projects in Tripura 
provided electricity to all north-
eastern states and Bangladesh. 
The ONGC’s gas is also used in 
running thousands of vehicles 
as Compressed Natural Gas. It 
also provides Piped Natural Gas 
to thousands of households and 
industries for cooking purposes,” 
the statement said.

Congress leader Tapas Dey said 
the Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment at the Centre and the state 
never consider the interests of the 

country. “They care for private 
investors to help their businesses,” 
said Dey.

“ONGC’s exploration activities 
also help in generating employ-
ment for the educated unem-
ployed youths of Tripura,” Dey 
said. The BJP rejected the Opposi-
tion criticism.

“The Centre’s decision allow-
ing Vedanta Limited to explore gas 
in Tripura would help it to develop 
itself as a model state within the 
next few years,” said BJP spokes-
man Nabendu Bhattacharjee.

ONGC officials in Tripura re-
fused to comment on the Centre’s 
decision.

The ONGC had so far drilled 
225 wells in Tripura, finding huge 
reserves in over 116 wells.

“The exploration’s success 
ratio is 2:1 (out of two wells, gas 

found in one well) in the state 
against the world success ratio of 
5:1,” an ONGC official said.

The ONGC has, since 1962, 
established around 41 billion 
cubic metre (BCM) of recoverable 
gas reserves in Tripura’s eleven gas 
fields, including the Tichna field 
in southern Tripura adjoining 
Bangladesh.

The ONGC had earlier planned 
to set up a Rs 5,000-crore fertiliser 
plant in the Tripura in association 
with the state government and 
Rajasthan-based private company, 
Chambal Fertilisers and Chemi-
cals Ltd.

“Earlier, another private com-
pany, Jubilant Oil and Gas, was 
awarded exploration works in east-
ern Tripura, but the company did 
not complete its task,” an ONGC 
official said, refusing to be quoted.

Itanagar, Jan. 3 (PTI): The 
Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ment tableau for participa-
tion in the Republic Day 
function in New Delhi has 
received the green signal 
from the Defence Ministry, 
officials said here Thursday.

Altogether 32 states and 
Union territories had sent 
their tableaus for selection 
for the R-Day function, out 
of which only 14 tableaus 
representing 14 states have 
been selected by the expert 
committee.

Only Sikkim and Aru-
nachal have selected from 
the North-East states, they 
said.

Art expert of the Infor-
mation and Public Rela-
tions (IPR) department 
Dhruba Bhattacharjee and 
his team of artists prepared 
the tableau with the theme 
‘Peace Within’, as instructed 
by the Defence ministry 
that all the tableaus should 
be on Gandhiji or Gandhiji-
related, an official release 
said.

An expert committee 
is appointed to select the 
tableaux from amongst the 
participating states of the 
country.

After selection also, the 
ministry gives instructions 
for changes and modifica-
tions at various stages.

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): 
Dimapur Meetei Council 
(DMC) has extended re-
lief to the fire victims of 
Ura village, Dimapur, with 
blankets, crockeries and 
food items.

Relief was given in the 
presence of Katila, con-
vener of fire affected area, 
with a brief programme 

highlighting the motto of 
council by its president, 
Sarat Thangjam. 

The convenor has ex-
pressed gratitude to all 
NGOs, civil societies and 
well wishers as well as the 
DMC for their contribu-
tions towards the noble 
cause.

 The programme was 

chaired by DMC vice presi-
dent Oken Khuman, who 
also said the invocation. Ms 
Meratombi distributed the 
relief items to the fire vic-
tims of Ura village. The vote 
of thanks was pronounced 
jointly by the finance sec-
retary Amarjit Singh, and 
the joint secretary Sanjit 
Khuman.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 3 (EMN): The 
complete shut-down strike 
called by teachers’ associa-
tion of the state run Jawa-
harlal Nehru Institute of 
Medical Sciences (JNIMS) 
affected the functioning 
of the hospital including 
out-patient department 
(OPD) and new admission 
in Imphal on January 3.

In view of the shut 
down strike, many had to 
rush to other healthcare 
centres.

JNIMS teachers’ body  
called the strike after the 
authorities concerned 
failed to give any posi-
tive response to their long 
standing demands. The 
demands of the association 
according to the news re-
ports included absorption 
of tenure of senior residents 
(SR)/ tutors demonstrators; 
implementation of time 
scale promotion scheme 
for CMOs (chief medical 
officers) as per RIMS (Re-
gional Institute of Medi-

cal Sciences); CMOs time 
scale promotion scheme; 
implementation of career 
advancement scheme for 
MBBS and diploma SRs; 
implementation of the old 
pension scheme for MHS 
doctors who joined regular 
service before January 1, 
2005; and implementation 
of the time scale promo-
tion scheme for all teaching 
staff of JNIMS.

In another meeting 
held on Thursday following 

a meeting invitation by the 
chief minister, the associa-
tion decided to temporarily 
suspend the agitation from 
6 am of January 4 till Janu-
ary 6. They also decided to 
hold a general body meet-
ing of the association at 2 
pm on January 6 to discuss 
the outcome of the meeting 
with the state chief minister 
and further course of ac-
tion. The agitation started 
since the first week of De-
cember last year.
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Youths dance during the golden jubilee celebrations of the Chizami Youth Society, on Jan. 3 at Chizami village, in Phek district.

Welfare scheme PMUY increases 
benefit scope to the poor

NPF has a New Year wish: 
PDA be more ‘public-centric’  

MP laments Naga youths have squandered glory of Naga pioneers

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): The 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yo-
jana (PMUY), a social welfare 
scheme of the ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas, has 
been announced to have been 
‘extended’ further to ‘Extended 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yoja-
na-2’ (EPMUY). The extension 
is to reach out to entire poor 
households in the country.

The announcement about 
the scheme was made at a press 
conference, where details about 
the PMUY—revised scheme in 
the state of Nagaland—were 
given. It was conducted on 
Thur. Jan. 3 at the Europa Inn 
in Dimapur by the Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd. on behalf of all 

oil marketing companies in Na-
galand, led by state coordinator, 
Ngahorning Kashung.

The PMUY was initially 
launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on May 1 2016 
in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh. In Na-
galand, it was launched on May 
31 2017. 

The scheme envisages that 
providing liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) connections to wom-
en from the below poverty line 
households will ensure ‘univer-
sal access of clean cooking fuel 
for all’ in the country. It aims at 
empowering women besides 
protecting their health; and to 
adding to efforts toward making 
the country smoke-free. 

According to Kashung, the 

PMUY initially aimed to cover 
the ‘socio economic cast cen-
sus (SECC) 2011’ households. 
The scheme was subsequently 
extended to EPMUY, cover-
ing seven types of households 
which includes the Pradhan 
Mantri Awaas Yojana Gramin 
beneficiaries; schedule tribes/
schedule cast; ‘most backward 
castes’; Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
beneficiaries; forest dwellers, 
river island and island dwell-
ers; and ‘tea and ex-tea garden 
tribe.’ 

The government extended 
the LPG connection scheme to 
all poor households in India as 
part of the EPMUY 2. Kashung 
explained that the beneficiar-
ies would get LPG cylinders. A 

security deposit for the cylinder 
along with a hose pipe and ad-
ministrative charge will be free. 

“But the consumer should 
to pay for the gas stove which 
cost INR 990 and for the LPG 
that is inside the cylinder. 
These two components come 
to around INR 1700 approxi-
mately,” he said. He explained 
that the beneficiary can apply 
for a loan to recover the money 
that was paid. Loan recovery 
will commence after the sixth 
refill, whereby the beneficiary 
can recover the INR 1700. 

Further, Kashung said that 
forms shall be available with 
the respective gaon burah or gas 
distributor; there are 56 distrib-
utors in the state. The consumer 
is then to submit the form to 
the local gas distributors along 
with these documents: prior-
ity household ration card, sup-
plementary PMUY know your 
customer (KYC) documents; a 
photocopy of a bank passbook, 
and Aadhaar card.

The data of the person con-
tained in the KYC form will be 

entered in the National Infor-
matics Centre (NIC) database. 
Kashung cautioned that the 
beneficiaries can avail connec-
tion only if the NIC data shows 
that the person does not have a 
connection. It will be rejected if 
the person already has a con-
nection. 

For further queries, one may 
contact the PMUY’s toll free 
number 18002666696. 

The PMUY was also an-
nounced to have achieved six 
crore connections in India.  
Kashung said that the target 
of five crore was set for March 
2019 but was achieved eight 
months prior to the given date. 
He added that the central gov-
ernment currently targets re-
leasing two crore more to make 
an aggregate of total eight crore 
by March 2020.

In Nagaland, the scheme 
was able to achieve 42, 000 con-
nections with a total coverage 
60% of the total households. The 
table shows the different cover-
age percentage achieved in the 
districts of Nagaland.
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Sl. No. District LPG coverage (in %) as on Decem-
ber 1 2018

1. Dimapur 122.66%

2. Kohima 116.65%

3. Mokokchung 68.53%

4. Zunheboto 36.16%

5. Wokha 30%

6. Tuensang 23.38%

7. Mon 20.82%

8. Peren 22.86%

9. Longleng 21.72%

10. Phek 18.21%

11. Kiphire 19.34%

Em Images

Ngahorning Kashung, center, addresses media persons during a press conference at the Europa Inn in Dimapur, on 
Thur. Jan. 3.

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): The 
Naga Peoples’ Front (NPF) has 
asked the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) government led 
by the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) to 
work toward being more ‘public 
centric’ to instil confidence and 
security in the minds of the pub-
lic “rather than treading the path 
of hooliganism.”

The opposition issued a press 
release on Thursday stating its 
wishes for the state and the peo-
ple this New Year. 

The NPF’s media bureau stat-
ed: “As we march with the New 
Year, the NPF would like to call 
upon the current dispensation 
of NDPP led PDA government, to 
instil confidence and security in 
the minds of the general public 
by being more public centric 
rather than treading the path 
of hooliganism as was seen in 
the case of the Home minister 
threatening the chief secretary 
of a state. A clear indication of 
mis-governance (sic) and sore 
relations between the legislature 
and the executive which is a de-
pressing precedent set by none 
other than the Home minister 
himself.” 

The NPF lamented what it 
termed the “deafening silence” 
from the government on such a 
major issue.  It only suggests that 
the alliance is “remote control-
led,” the opposition asserted. 

Regarding the development 
of roads in the state, the opposi-
tion stated that the NDPP-led 
government had been “full of 
rhetoric and impractical prom-
ises.” The promises to give good 
roads to the Nagas in 60 days 
/ 100 days / one year has been 
“most comical,” the press release 
read.  

“For good and sustainable 
roads in a state like ours, a well-

planned and insightful roadmap 
to develop is important.”

The opposition declared that 
the PDA government had “only 
been able to give false com-
mitment” and was unable to 
bring about any new projects or 
scheme to develop the roads. 

“They have been keeping 
themselves busy with diverting 
projects and selling lies to the 
Nagas. At best, this NDPP led 
government has only succeeded 
in minor repair works, which is 
in fact a routine exercise of the 
department concerned. They 
seem to have no long-term plan 
to make sustainable roads and 
yet takes pride for the things that 
the previous DAN (democratic 
Alliance of Nagaland) govern-
ment has achieved,” the NPF 
stated.

The opposition party has as-
sured that it will continue to be 
a “very constructive opposition” 
and work for the welfare of the 
citizens.

“The NPF reiterates that it 
would remain a very constructive 
opposition and would leave no 
stone unturned when it comes to 
the welfare and development of 
the state and its people. The NPF 
urge the PDA government to also 
live up to the expectations of the 
people and fulfil the promises 
rather being just a party with just 
‘Words and not deeds’ with the 
beginning of the new year,” the 
statement read.

The NPF wished the people 
of Nagaland a warm, prosperous, 
and happy New Year 2019. 

“The year 2018 has been an 
eventful year and had the hope 
that 2019 has many good things 
in store for the Nagas and assert-
ed the NPF would carry forward 
the aspiration of the Naga people 
as its top most priority,” the press 
release stated. 

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN) 
Member of Parliament  
Kewezu G Kenye laments 
that the Naga youth has 
failed to contribute to the 
social wealth of their com-
munity unlike its ‘older 
generations’ who had lived 
in times of ‘conflict, hun-
ger and homelessness yet 
were productive so that the 
younger generation would 
have a future.’ 

The Rajya Sabha mem-
ber for Nagaland was ad-
dressing the golden jubilee 
celebrations of the Chizami 
Youth Society (CYS), on 
Jan. 3 at Chizami village, in 
Phek district. Community 
people, youth leaders and 
members of village councils 
from neighbouring villages 
attended the event, a press 
release from the organisers 
stated on Thursday.  

Kenye was the chief host 
of the celebration, the up-
dates stated. In his address 
to the event, he lauded the 
effort of the organisation’s 
pioneers and leaders who 
significantly contributed 
to safeguarding the people, 
culture, land and territories. 
‘The older generations lived 
through war times, have 
experienced hunger and 
homelessness, yet they were 
very productive and have 
sacrificed much so that the 
younger generation have a 
future,’ he said. 

However, Kenye said in 
lament, the ‘present gen-

eration’ has become un-
productive and ‘has failed 
to contribute anything that 
we can be proud of, and 
therefore it is a challenge 
for the youth to step it up.’ 
He urged the community, 
its youths particularly, to 
make the best use of oppor-
tunities that development 
offers. He urged them to re-
spect cultural diversity and 
‘not disintegrate our com-
munity,’ but foster unity, 
respect elders and build a 
progressive society. ‘In order 
to build resilience, we need 
to be self reliant and sus-
tain the democratic values 
that our tribal communities 
have,’ he said. 

A highlight of the cel-
ebrations was the launch of 
the Chizami Sports Associa-
tion (CSA). The group was 
dedicated by Rev. Mese Rha-
kho. The CSA was formed 
under the initiative of Life 
Sports in collaboration with 
the Chizami Youth Society, 
the updates stated. 

The aim of the group is 
to train and develop sport-
spersons in select sports 
disciplines; training coach-
es and referees, and devel-
oping sports infrastructure 
in the village, the press re-
lease stated. The CSA will be 
the official governing body 
of all sports activities in the 
village. It will be affiliated 
to the Phek District Sports 
Council and the Secheku 
Range Sports Association, 

the updates informed.
Lhuvesayi Lohe, presi-

dent of the Chakhesang 
Youth Front (CYF) ad-
dressed the event encour-
aging the youths to uphold 
the values of diligence, 
honesty and respect for 
elders to live a ‘blessed life.’ 
Likewise, Welhite Naro, the 
chairman of Chizami Vil-
lage Council challenged 
the youths to ‘reflect if we 
have been a blessing or a 
liability to the society.’ He 
urged the youths to ‘deco-
rate oneself with the values 
of honesty and truthfulness 
in our everyday living,’ the 
press release stated.  Other 
highlights of the celebration 
include indigenous games, 
ethnic craft exhibits, folk 
skits, folk music and dance 
performed by the youth 
members from various 
‘khels’ such as Ladelekhro, 
Mechutheza, Pfutshe, Kepe-
ro, Pulekhro and Pfutshepa; 
and a Tug of  War. 

‘The golden jubilee cel-
ebration saw the adoption 
of zero-plastic waste con-
cept, from its decor to the 
jubilee feast, only natural 
and eco-friendly materials 
were used. 

The organizers further 
called on the gathering to 
join the campaign on en-
vironment protection by 
adopting zero-plastic waste, 
starting from homes to all 
public functions,’ the up-
dates added.  
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Bhaichung Bhutia

Biplab Kumar Deb

MIRROR CROSSWORD 2041SUD0KU 1881 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 2040

 ACROSS
 1. Gong
 6. Trudge
 10. Money
 14. Angelic headgear
 15. A Hawaiian feast
 16. Leaf of the talipot palm
 17. Poet T.S. _____
 18. Picnic insects
 19. French for “Black”
 20. A small portable battery-

powered lamp
 22. A covered cistern or well
 23. Even
 24. Avoids
 26. Go back to a previous  

state
 30. Foot lever
 32. Holly
 33. A city in Tunisia
 35. An orderly pile
 39. Slumbered
 41. Genus of macaws
 42. Grand hall
 43. Not late
 44. Appendage
 46. Tongue of a wagon
 47. Semi-precious gems
 49. Not presently active
 51. A type of internal-

combustion engine
 54. Sprocket
 55. Hybrid fruit
 56. Beacon
 63. An Eastern European 

people
 64. Murres
 65. An ancient Assyrian city
 66. Musical note
 67. Hideouts
 68. Luster
 69. Mats of grass
 70. Nature of being

 71. Perceive flavor 
 
 DOWN
 1. Cook
 2. Corridor
 3. Latin for “Flanks”
 4. Cow sounds
 5. A book of the Old 

Testament
 6. Ordinary
 7. Respiratory organ
 8. Vow
 9. Cleaned furniture

 10. Advisor
 11. Not silently
 12. Goo
 13. Large stringed 

instruments
 21. Permits
 25. A young girl
 26. Move upward
 27. Singer ____ 

Fitzgerald
 28. Swerve
 29. Sticks of dynamite
 30. City in France

 31. Test
 34. Autumn
 36. To the windward 

side
 37. Tribe
 38. Retained
 40. Printed characters
 45. Stain
 48. Make a disguised 

reference to
 50. Dismayed
 51. Anagram of “Studs”
 52. Snow hut

 53. A type of African 
antelope

 54. Pursue
 57. Angers
 58. Liquors flavored 

with juniper 
berries

 59. Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Administration

 60. Purposes
 61. Hard fat of mutton
 62. Sea eagle

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1880

Dissatisfied with M’laya govt. steps to rescue 
miners; need urgent operations — SC

Politics calling again for Bhaichung 
Bhutia, this time in Sikkim 

Crime against women down after 
BJP-IPFT govt took charge — Deb 

CBI files case against five soldiers for graft

8 cops, 10 labourers injured as 
police crack down on protestors

NEWS IN BRIEF
Modi to begin poll campaign in 
Assam from Silchar
Guwahati, Jan. 3 (PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is scheduled to begin the campaign for the 2019 
Lok Sabha election in Assam from Silchar in Barak 
Valley on Friday, a Bharatiya Janata Party spokes-
person said. The rally is part of the first phase of the 
election campaign by Modi, the spokesperson said 
Thursday. This would be his second visit to Assam in 
a span of just 10 days. The prime minister had inau-
gurated the country’s longest rail-cum-road bridge, 
Bogibeel bridge, on Christmas. During his day-long 
visit to the Northeast, Modi will first visit Manipur, 
where he will inaugurate and lay foundation stone 
of various projects at a rally. Then, he is scheduled to 
address a rally at Kalinagar in Silchar area, BJP state 
president Ranjeet Dass said. The BJP and its allies 
have set a target to win 21 out of the 25 parliamentary 
seats in eight states in the region. In Assam, they hope 
to win at least 11 of the 14 seats.

Three nabbed with arms,  
ammunition from Kaziranga park
Guwahati, Jan. 3 (IANS): Three persons have been ar-
rested with arms and ammunition in Assam’s Kaziranga 
National Park for trying to poach one-horned rhinos, a 
forest officer said on Thursday. The three were nabbed 
while they were about to enter the Agaratoli range of 
the park late on Wednesday, Divisional Forest Officer 
of the park Rohini Saikia said. “We have recovered a 
modified 303 rifle, a silencer and 15 rounds of live am-
munition from their possession. They have confessed 
that they were entering the park to poach one-horned 
rhino,” said Saikia. Poaching incidents have reduced 
in the Kaziranaga National Park compared to previous 
years. While 18 rhinos were killed in 2017, six were killed 
in 2018. On December 29, the forest officials arrested 
seven persons after recovering tiger skin and bones 
from their possession. 

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court on 
Thursday expressed dis-
satisfaction over the steps 
taken by the Meghalaya 
government to rescue 15 
miners trapped in an illegal 
coal mine since December 
13, saying “prompt, im-
mediate and effective” op-
eration is needed to rescue 
them as it was a matter of 
life and death.

“Every minute counts” 
for those trapped there for 
almost three weeks, it said.

A bench comprising 
Justices A K Sikri and S 
Abdul Nazeer asked Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta, 
representing the Centre, 
to apprise it by Friday the 
steps which the govern-
ment intends to take in the 
matter.

“ F o r  p e o p l e  w h o 
are trapped there, every 
minute counts,” the bench 
said. “Immediate steps are 
needed”.

“As the Union, you 
should do something now. 
Either you take the help of 
Army, which has not been 
done yet. They (Army) are 
ready and they have vol-
unteered also,” the bench 
told Mehta.

The rat-hole mine, atop 
a hillock fully covered with 
trees in Meghalaya’s East 
Jaintia Hills district, was 
flooded when water from 
the nearby Lytein river 
gushed into it, trapping 15 

miners.
Rat-hole mining in-

volves digging of narrow 
tunnels, usually three-four 
feet high, for workers to 
enter and extract coal. The 
horizontal tunnels are of-
ten termed “rat holes” as 
each just about fits one 
person.

During the hearing, the 
Solicitor General told the 
bench that several mem-
bers of the National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF) 
were working at the site 
and instead of the Army, 
the government has sent 
Navy personnel there as 
the mine was submerged 
in water.

“72 members of NDRF 
are already there but still 
no result,” the bench ob-
served, adding, “Why can-
not you take help of the 
Army? He (petitioner) says 
that water pumps were 
sent to Thailand. Why can-
not it (pumps) be used here 
also?”.

The petitioner has said 
in his plea that Kirloskar 
Brothers Ltd (KBL) had of-
fered high-powered water 
pumps and given techni-
cal support to the Royal 
Thai government in June-
July 2018 for the operation 
to rescue a football team 
trapped inside a cave sys-
tem in Thailand.

KBL had then offered 
to provide four specialised 
high capacity Autoprime 

de-watering pumps, which 
were kept ready at Kir-
loskarvadi plant in Ma-
harashtra to be airlifted to 
Thailand.

Mehta, while maintain-
ing that the petition seek-
ing urgent steps for rescue 
of these 15 persons was not 
adversarial, said he would 
take instructions in the 
matter.

He said that the Union 
coal minister had held a 
meeting, which was at-
tended by the chief min-
ister of Meghalaya, and a 
nodal officer has been ap-
pointed. The bench, while 
issuing notice to the Centre 
on the petition, said, “We 
have requested solicitor 
general Tushar Mehta to 
look into it with regard to 
the urgency involved as 
it is a question of life and 
death.” 

The counsel appearing 
for the state said adequate 
steps have been taken and 
besides 72 NDRF person-
nel, members of state dis-
aster response force, the 
Navy, fire department and 
Coal India Ltd were also 
involved in the rescue op-
erations.

The bench noted in its 
order that the court was 
of the view that “prompt, 
immediate and effective 
operation is required for 
rescue of these miners”.

At the outset, the coun-
sel appearing for Megha-

laya said they have already 
taken steps for rescue of 
these persons.

“What steps have you 
taken? These miners are 
trapped there for long time. 
You may have taken steps 
but they are still trapped. 
You need some support 
from the Central govern-
ment,” the bench said.

To this, the state’s coun-
sel said the Centre was also 
lending support to them in 
the rescue operation.

“Then why you are not 
successful yet? Is it because 
of the water?,” the bench 
asked. The state’s counsel 
said the illegal mine where 
these 15 persons were 
trapped was connected 
with a nearby river.

“We are not satisfied 
(with steps taken for res-
cue). It is a question of 
life and death. What has 
happened in the last so 
many days we do not 
know. No matter whether 
they (trapped persons) 
are all dead, some alive, 
few dead or all alive, they 
should have been taken 
out by now. We pray to God 
that they all are alive,” the 
bench observed and asked 
the petitioner’s counsel 
to call a law officer of the 
Centre in the court.

Senior advocate Anand 
Grover, appearing for pe-
titioner Aditya N Prasad, 
told the bench that an 
adjoining mine was con-

nected with river and the 
authorities were using only 
25 horsepower pumps to 
flush out the water.

He said KBL had sent 
100 horsepower water 
pumps during the rescue 
operation in Thailand last 
year.

“We need a cental co-
ordinating machinery to 
deal with such situations,” 
Grover said, claiming that 
authorities have not taken 
appropriate steps. 

He claimed that per-
sons, who have no prior 
experience in dealing with 
these situations, have been 
sent for rescue operation in 
Meghalaya.

T h e  p l e a  h a s  a l s o 
sought a direction to the 
Centre and other authori-
ties concerned to prepare 
a standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) for rescue 
operations in “mines and 
other similar conditions”.

It has sought directions 
to the Centre and the state 
to utilise the services of 
the technical wing of the 
Indian Armed Forces -- the 
Indian Army, Indian Navy 
and Indian Air Force -- in 
the operation immediately 
to rescue the 15 miners.

Family members of at 
least seven trapped miners 
had already given up hope 
to rescue them alive and 
requested the government 
to retrieve the bodies for 
last rites.

Gangtok, Jan. 3 (PTI): Bhai-
chung Bhutia, India’s icon-
ic former football captain, 
is set to try his political 
luck again, this time in his 
native state of Sikkim, as he 
plans to contest the assem-
bly elections due this year.

Bhutia said his Hamro 
Sikkim Party (HSP) may 
contest up to 18-20 seats 
in the assembly polls to the 
32-member House.

“My commitment to 
stay in state politics is long-
term, and I am also going 
to contest the forthcom-
ing Sikkim Assembly polls 
and take any responsibil-
ity that my party entrusts 
on me,” the 43-year-old 
former striker told PTI in 
an interview.

On the electoral pros-
pects of an opposition al-
liance to take on the ruling 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
(SDF), Bhutia said serious 
deliberation was underway 
with the BJP and other like-
minded parties.

Not new to politics, the 
former footballer had un-
successfully contested the 
2014 Lok Sabha elections 
from Darjeeling and the 
2016 West Bengal Assembly 
elections from Siliguri.

In February last year, 
he resigned from the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC).

The SDF-led govern-
ment under Chief Minister 
Pawan Kumar Chamling 
has proved to be a “disas-
ter” in the state, he alleged.

“Chamling is an elected 
dictator who behaves like 
a monarch... he is also cor-
rupt,” Bhutia claimed and 
asserted that continua-
tion of the SDF supremo 
as chief minister will be 
detrimental to Sikkim’s de-
mocracy, governance and 
economy.

The HSP vice-president 
also accused Chamling 
of keeping a vice-like grip 
on his party colleagues. 
“There has never been a 
second person or leader in 

the SDF in its 25 years of 
existence... it is Chamling 
and Chamling alone.” 

Bhutia came down 
heavily on the chief min-
ister for the issue of unem-
ployment in Sikkim, and 
said his government had 
done very little to provide 
jobs to the youth.

“It is his inability to cre-
ate jobs, which has created 
a lot of unhappiness, and 
led to an alarming rate of 
suicides in the state,” he 
said, adding, suicide rate in 
Sikkim is the highest in the 
country. Improving educa-
tion and sports infrastruc-
ture will be a key agenda of 
HSP to overcome the high 
suicide rate, the Padma 
Shri awardee said.

Bhutia said that pro-
tection and preservation 
of the rights of the three 
indigenous communities 
- Lepcha, Bhutia and Sik-
kimese Nepalese people 
- will feature on top of his 
party’s priority list in the 
upcoming elections.

Criticising Chamling’s 
much-touted Organic Mis-
sion, he said food produc-
tion has gone down by 65 
per cent in Sikkim and land 
meant for agricultural pur-
poses have been cut down 
by half during the CM’s rule 
for over two decades.

The HSP leader also al-
leged massive corruption 
in the state’s power sector 
and claimed that Chamling 
had sanctioned 40 power 
projects despite them be-
ing non-viable.

Agartala, Jan. 3 (PTI): Tripura Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb claimed Thursday that 
violence and crime against women have 
reduced considerably in the state ever since 
the BJP-IPFT government came to power.

The BJP-Indigenous Peoples Front of 
Tripura (IPFT) unseated the 25-year-old Left 
Front government in March last year.

“After the new government came (to 
power) atrocities against women have re-
duced and general violence has also come 
down considerably. All these things were 
possible due to the positive role played 
by the state police and state paramilitary 
Tripura State Rifles (TSR),” Deb, who is also 
the Home Minister of the state, said while 
inaugurating the ‘Tripura Police Week’ at A 

D Nagar Police Ground here.
Deb said that the police should build 

a good relationship with the people of the 
state, which would help them in handling 
law and order in a better way.

“If the police keep a good relation with 
the people, the rate of crime will slow down. 
It would help maintaining law and order in 
the state in a better way,” he said.

Deb said he was in favour of a crime-
free state which could be achieved if police 
and people work in a cordial manner” and 
Tripura can emerge as a model state.

“I also want empowerment of women in 
the state. For making Tripura a model state, 
we also have to make it a drug-free state.” 
Deb said.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (IANS):  The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Wednesday 
said it has registered a case against five Army 
officials, including a Colonel, for allegedly 
receiving bribes worth INR 18 lakh.

In its FIR, the investigating agency has 
named Colonel Raman Dahda, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Mahendra Kumar, Subedar 
Devender Kumar, Subedar Sahuran Sahu, 
Havildar Abhay Singh and supplier K.K. 
Yangfo. They have been booked under 
the provisions of Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act.

According to the FIR, when the incident 
took place, Dahda was the Commanding 
Officer of the 556 Army Supply Corps (ASC) 

and Mahendra Kumar a Platoon Com-
mander. 

The CBI lodged the case based on a com-
plaint from the Army. This is second case the 
agency has registered in the last few days.

In the FIR, the CBI has alleged that the 
officers received bribes to the tune of INR 
18 lakh in cash from civilian contractors in 
connection with procurement of ration for 
the Army personnel deployed in Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The CBI said it carried out a preliminary 
inquiry that revealed undue favour to a 
chain of officials and unit representatives 
responsible for checking the quality and 
quantity of items being supplied by Yangfo.

Golaghat, Jan. 3 (PTI): At 
least eight police person-
nel and 10 labourers of a 
tea estate were injured on 
Thursday in Assam’s Gola-
ghat district when agitators 
pelted stones at the security 
force, prompting the police 
to lathicharge and fire rub-
ber bullets.

Carrying stones, about 
300 labourers of Bogidhola 
Tea Estate, where a lock-
out had been declared, had 
blocked a road demanding 
“unconditional release” of 
three of their coworkers.

The three persons were 
arrested on Wednesday for 
illegally plucking tea leaves 
from the garden and sell-
ing them without permis-
sion from authorities, Nu-
maligarh police outpost 
in-charge, Pranjit Borah, 
said. When the protestors 
pelted stones at the police 
injuring eight of them, the 
security force resorted to 
lathicharge and fired rub-
ber bullets at them to bring 
the situation under control, 
Borah said.

When the demonstra-

tors attempted to flee, some 
of them fell down receiving 
minor injuries, he said.

The situation was now 
under control, he said.

The owners of the tea 
estate had filed an FIR on 
Wednesday accusing the 
workers of illegally plucking 
tea leaves and selling them.

Lockout was declared in 
Bogidhola Tea Estate since 
December 14, 2017 when 
its owners were arrested for 
allegedly firing at labourers 
during a protest rally over 
wage-related issues.
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Lenders recover INR 80,000 cr. via NCLT, 
INR 70,000 cr. more likely — Jaitley

E-commerce FDI policy bars foreign 
investment in multi-brand retail — Govt.

RBI scales down printing of INR 2000 
note to minimum — Govt. source

Sensex cracks 377 pts; Nifty plunges below 10,700

Rupee dips 2 paise to 70.20 vs USD

Nokia 106 launched in India 
for INR 1,299
New Delhi, Jan. 3 (IANS): Finnish company 
HMD Global, which sells Nokia-branded 
smartphones, on Thursday refreshed its 
feature phone segment with Nokia 106 for Rs 
1,299 in India.

The device would be available in dark grey 
colour across mobile retailers and on Nokia.
com/phones.The Nokia 106 has a battery that 
comes with up to 15.7 hours talk time and up 
to 21 days of standby time. 

“India is an important feature phone 
market. Consumers here seek outstanding 
battery life, a simple to use interface, and great 
durability. Nokia phones are synonymous with 
these and we’re delighted to introduce Nokia 
106 and hope to continue to drive connectivity 
for millions of consumers here,” Ajey Mehta, 
Vice President and Country Head-India, HMD 
Global, said in a statement.

Consumers can also use a micro-USB 
charger to power up the Nokia 106, the 
company added.The device comes with the 
classic Snake Xenzia game and can store up to 
2,000 contacts. There’s an LED torch, FM radio 
and option to store up to 500 text messages.

The Nokia 106 sports a polycarbonate 
body with inherent colouring that means the 
colour runs through the material, thus, making 
scratches less detectable, the company said.

Samsung to supply auto 
chips to Audi
Seoul, Jan. 3 (IANS): Samsung Electronics 
Co. said on Thursday it has clinched a deal 
with German carmaker Audi AG to supply 
automotive processors designed for in-vehicle 
information and entertainment systems.

The South Korean chipmaker, which first 
showcased the automotive chip brand in 
October 2018, said the Exynos Auto V9 will 
be utilised for in-vehicle infotainment (IVI) 
solutions for Audi cars, which deliver various 
information, as well as entertainment content, 
Yonhap news agency reported.

Through the IVI solution running on 
Exynos Auto V9, drivers will obtain details 
on conditions of automobiles on a real-time 
basis. The Exynos Auto V9 will enable the IVI 
solution to control six displays at the same 
time and support up to 12 cameras, Samsung 
said.

With three graphics processing units, it 
is capable of running multiple applications 
simultaneously, it added.The neural processing 
unit can also promptly and accurately process 
various data, including drivers’ voice, face and 
movements to provide optimized information.

Samsung said it will continue to release 
various automotive chips down the road 
for other functions, including the Advanced 
Driver Assistance System that warns drivers 
of potential threats.

BMW Group India’s 2018 
automobile sales up 13%
Mumbai, Jan. 3 (IANS): BMW Group India 
on Thursday reported an automobile sales 
growth of 13 per cent in 2018 on a year-on-
year basis.

“BMW Group India delivered 11,105 cars 
(BMW + MINI) in 2018, registering a growth of 
13 per cent as compared to 2017,” the Group 
said in a statement.“BMW India achieved 
highest ever sales of 10,405 units clocking 11 
per cent growth. MINI India accelerated with 
unprecedented growth of 66 per cent with 
700 units, further strengthening its position 
in the small-premium car segment.”

According to the Group, by selling 2,187 
motorcycles in the first full year of operations, 
BMW Motorrad India “has successfully 
created an intense demand for the ultimate 
riding machine”.

Along with automobiles and motorcycles 
represented through BMW, MINI and 
Motorrad, the Group’s activities in India 
include financial services.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (IANS): 
Banks struggling with the 
Rs 10-lakh crore non-per-
forming assets (NPAs or bad 
loans) crisis are likely to re-
cover around Rs 70,000 crore 
by the current fiscal-end over 
the Rs 80,000 crore they have 
already recovered through 
the insolvency cases resolved 
by the NCLT, Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley said on 
Thursday.

In a Facebook post, titled 
“Two years of Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code” (IBC), 
Jaitley said so far 1,322 cases 
have been admitted by the 
National Company Law Tri-
bunal (NCLT) and while 66 
have been resolved after 
adjudication, 260 cases have 
been ordered for liquidation.

Citing the NCLT data-
base, the Finance Minister 
said that 4,452 cases had 
been disposed of at the 
pre-admission stage and 
the amount so settled was 
around Rs 2.02 lakh crore.

“In 66 resolution cas-
es, realisation by creditors 
was around Rs 80,000 crore. 
Some of the big 12 cases 
such as Bhushan Power and 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 13TH NAP (IR) BATTALION 

YAJANG - 'C', MKG :: NAGALAND.
NO.13 NAP (IR)/Q-37/18-19/1886    Dated Yajang -'C', the 3rd Jan 2019

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed  Tenders are hereby invited by the undersigned for supply of the following ration items      
to 13 NAP(IR) Bn, Yajang-'C' for the year 2019-2020. 

SI .No  Particulars  
1.  All Kinds of Dal 
2  Iodized Salt 
3.  Potato 
4.  Onion 
5.  Fresh Vegetables 
6.  Khasi/Goat/Sheep (MOH) 
7.  Pork (MOH)
8.  Chicken/ Egg/ Tin Fish (Substitute Items) 
9.  Firewood 
10.  Charcoal ( for ironing purpose)

(LAKHA KOZA) NPS 
Commandant 
13 NAP (IR) Bn 

Yajang-'C', Nagaland. DG-811

Tender form can be obtained from the office of the undersigned on any Working day. The 
last date for submission of the tender will be on 16/01/2019 at 1200 hrs and opening of 
the tender will be at 1230 hrs on the same day at the Office of the Commandant, 13th NAP 
(IR) Bn HQ Yajang- 'C' Mokokchung.

Steel, and Essar Steel India 
are in advanced stages of 
resolution and are likely to 
be resolved in this financial 
year in which realisation is 
expected to be around Rs 
70,000 crore,” Jaitley said. 

He said the NCLT was 
“immediately constituted” 
and the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India 
(IBBI) established soon after 
the IBC was operationalised 
in December 2016. 

“Those who drive the 

companies to insolvency, 
exit from management. The 
selection of new manage-
ment has been an honest 
and transparent process. 
There has been no political 
or governmental interfer-
ence in the cases,” he said, 
describing the working of 
the insolvency process so far.

“ T h e  e a r l y  h a r v e s t 
through the IBC process has 
been extremely satisfactory. 
It has changed the debtor-
creditor relationship. The 

creditor no longer chases 
the debtor. In fact, it is other-
wise,” he said. 

He noted that after intro-
duction of the IBC amend-
ment that debars loan de-
faulters from bidding for 
stressed assets, such compa-
nies are paying up in antici-
pation of “not crossing the 
red line and being referred 
to NCLT”.

“As a result, the banks 
have started receiving mon-
ies from the potential debt-

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (IANS): 
The Centre on Thursday 
said the Foreign Direct In-
vestment (FDI) policy on 
e-commerce does not allow 
foreign investments into 
multi-brand retail.

The Departent of Indus-
trial Policy and Promotion 
(DIPP), in a statement as-
sured that FDI in allowed 
only in the business-to-
business (B2B) e-com-
merce segment and not in 
the business-to-consumer 
(B2C) segment, which in 
effect is the multi-brand 
retail or the invetory-based 
e-commerce model.

“Certain averments sug-
gest that Press Note 3/2016 
had covertly allowed multi-
brand retail trading. Such a 
view is completely contrary 
to the specific provisions of 
Press Note 3/2016, which 
unambiguously provided 

that FDI is not permitted in 
inventory based model of e-
commerce which amounts 
to multi-brand retail,” the 
statement said.

It further said as FDI 
is allowed only in B2B e-
commerce, an e-commerce 
entity providing market-
place will not, directly or 
indirectly, influence the sale 
price of goods or services, 
which also renders such 
business as an inventory 
based model.

The DIPP also noted 
that despite the regulations 
not allowing a e-commerce 
player to influence pricing 
of products the government 
continued to receive com-
plaints that certain mar-
ketplace platforms violated 
the policy and indirectly 
engaged in inventory-based 
model.

“An e-commerce plat-

form operating an inven-
tory based model does not 
only violate the FDI policy 
on e-commerce but also 
circumvents the FDI policy 
restrictions on multi-brand 
retail trading,” the state-
ment stressed.

The Commerce Minis-
try in December revised the 
FDI policy for e-commerce 
players whereby it barred 
online retail firms like Ama-
zon and Flipkart from sell-
ing products of companies 
in which they have stakes. 
It also prohibited e-tailers 
from mandating any com-
pany to sell its products 
exclusively on its platform 
only.

Meanwhile a delega-
tion of CAIT on Thursday 
met the Union Commerce 
Minister Suresh Prabhu and 
extended support of traders 
on the FDI policy.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): The 
printing of Rs 2000 banknote, 
introduced post-demonetisation 
in November 2016, has been 
reduced to the “minimum” by 
the Reserve Bank, a top finance 
ministry official said Thursday.

Soon after the sudden deci-
sion to ban old Rs 500/1000 cur-
rency notes by the government, 
the Reserve Bank had come out 
with the Rs 2000 currency note 
along with a new look Rs 500 note 
as part of its massive remonetisa-
tion exercise.

The senior official said the 
RBI and the government from 

time to time decides on the quan-
tum of currency to be printed on 
the basis of money in circulation. 

When the Rs 2000 note was 
launched, it was decided that the 
printing would be “scaled down” 
going forward, since the new 
high currency value note was 
meant for meeting the remoneti-
sation need.

“The printing of 2000 rupee 
notes has been substantially 
reduced. It has been decided to 
limit the printing of 2000 cur-
rency notes to minimum. This 
is nothing new,” the official said. 

According to the RBI data, 

there were 3,285 million pieces 
of Rs 2000 notes in circulation at 
end-March 2017. A year after (on 
March 31, 2018), there was only a 
marginal increase in the number 
at 3,363 million pieces. 

Of the total currency in cir-
culation amounting to Rs 18,037 
billion at end-March 2018, Rs 
2000 notes accounted for 37.3 per 
cent, down from 50.2 per cent at 
end-March 2017. 

The old 500/1000 bank notes 
that were scrapped in November 
2016 accounted for around 86 
per cent of the total currency in 
circulation at that time.

Mumbai, Jan. 3 (PTI): The 
rupee weakened for the 
second straight session 
Thursday, slipping by 2 
paise to 70.20 against the 
US dollar on robust foreign 
fund outflows amid rising 
trade deficit worries.

Meanwhile, the yen 
surged to multi-year highs 
on safe-haven buying fol-
lowing a ‘flash crash’ that 
spooked the global cur-
rency markets.

Forex traders said rising 
domestic fiscal deficit wor-
ries, firming crude prices 
and sustained foreign fund 
outflows weighed on the 
local unit.

At the Interbank For-
eign Exchange (forex) mar-
ket, the rupee opened lower 
at 70.30 and fell further to 
touch the day’s low of 70.53.

The domestic currency, 
however, pared some losses 
and finally ended at 70.20 
per dollar, down by 2 paise 
against its previous close.

On Wednesday, the ru-
pee had tumbled 75 paise to 
70.18 against the American 
currency.

“Fiscal concerns around 
the government’s farm re-
lief package has prompted 
10 year G-sec yields to move 
up 20 bps over the past few 
days,” said Sunil Sharma, 
Chief Investment Officer, 
Sanctum Wealth Manage-
ment. The rupee traded 
marginally lower “possibly 
due to rising trade deficit 
worries”, he added.

Reports said the govern-
ment was contemplating 
direct transfers worth Rs 
4,000 an acre per season 
for farmers, among other 
incentives to address farm 
distress, which will likely 

ors who pay in anticipation 
of the default. The defaulters 
know well that once they get 
into IBC, they will surely be 
out of management,” Jaitley 
said.

“Secondly, once a peti-
tion of the creditor is filed 
before the NCLT, many debt-
ors have been paying at the 
pre-admission stage so that 
the declaration of insolven-
cy does not take place,” he 
added. 

The Minister also noted 
that with the “overcrowding” 
of NCLT due to the filing of 
a large number of cases, “its 
capacity is now being further 
enhanced”. 

Some rules under the 
Code have been questioned 
in the court and the Supreme 
Court’s recent pronounce-
ment on the frivolity of cer-
tain appeals is likely to expe-
dite the resolution process.

IBBI Chairperson M.S. 
Sahoo last month described 
the IBC as work in progress 
despite creditors getting 
record recoveries and a rise 
of never-before opportuni-
ties to exit and buy busi-
nesses in India.

have a substantial financial 
implication on the excheq-
uer.

Meanwhile, the dollar 
index dropped by 0.17 per 
cent to 96.65 due to con-
cerns over weak economic 
growth amid no signs of an 
end to the partial US gov-
ernment shutdown.

Brent crude, the global 
benchmark, was trading 
at USD 55.21 per barrel, 
higher by 0.55 per cent.

Foreign funds pulled 
out Rs 972.81 crore from 
the capital markets on a 
net basis Thursday, while 
domestic institutional in-

vestors bought equities to 
the tune of Rs 34.52 crore, 
provisional data showed.

Benchmark Sensex 
p l u m m e t e d  ov e r  3 7 7 
points Thursday to end at 
35,513.71, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty plunged 120.25 
points to 10,672.25.

The Financial Bench-
mark India Private Ltd 
(FBIL) set the reference 
rate for the rupee/dollar 
at 70.3627 and for rupee/
euro at 79.9208. The refer-
ence rate for rupee/British 
pound was fixed at 88.2756 
and for rupee/100 Japanese 
yen at 65.80.

Mumbai, Jan. 3 (PTI): Bench-
mark Sensex plummeted over 377 
points Thursday, tracking lacklus-
tre global cues amid concerns over 
the fiscal impact of the proposed 
package to woo farmers ahead of 
the general elections.

The 30-share BSE index 
cracked 377.81 points, or 1.05 per 
cent, to end at 35,513.71.

Similarly, the broader NSE 
Nifty plunged 120.25 points, or 
1.11 per cent, to settle at 10,672.25.

Asian and European equities 
tripped following a sudden sell-off 
on Wall Street after Apple cut its 

revenue forecast for the first time 
in nearly 12 years.

Global investor sentiment also 
turned choppy after the White 
House meeting between US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and top Con-
gressional leaders on resolving 
the ongoing partial government 
shutdown ended in a stalemate 
Wednesday.

The biggest losers in the 
Sensex pack were Vedanta, M&M, 
ONGC, Tata Steel, L&T, HDFC, 
NTPC and Axis Bank, falling up to 
3.04 per cent.

Among the gainers were HCL 

Tech, Bajaj Auto, HUL and 
Asian Paints, rising up to 
0.50 per cent.

Sectorally, auto, pharma 
and metal indices took the 
worst hit, falling over 2 per 
cent.

Trading mood was 
subdued after reports said 
the government was con-
templating direct transfers 
worth Rs 4,000 an acre per 
season for farmers, among 
other incentives, which will 
likely have a substantial 
financial implication on the 
exchequer. 

Investors also remained 
on the sidelines ahead of 
the corporate earnings 
scheduled to begin next 
week, traders said, adding 
that heavy selling by foreign 
as well as domestic funds 
weighed on local equities.

On a net basis, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
sold shares worth Rs 621.06 
crore Wednesday, while 
domestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) were net sell-
ers to the tune of Rs 226.18 
crore, provisional data 
available with BSE showed.

Meanwhile, the rupee 
was trading marginally 
weaker against the US dol-
lar at 70.26.

Brent crude futures 
dropped 0.15 per cent to 
USD 54.83 per barrel.

Elsewhere in Asia, Ko-
rea’s Kospi ended 0.81 per 
cent lower, while Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng fell 0.26 

per cent and Shanghai 
Composite Index slipped 
0.03 per cent.

Japanese market re-
mained shut on account of 
New Year holiday.

In Europe, Paris CAC 
was down 0.58 per cent, 
while Frankfurt’s DAX fell 
0.63 per cent. London’s 
FTSE slipped 0.29 per cent.
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A Dream Job That 
Gives Nightmare

I
ndia experienced substantial growth in the business 
process outsourcing (BPO) sector in the 2000s 
following a rise in demand for offshore outsourcing 
services such as customer care, accounting and 

finance. It was all due to manpower and cheaper English-
speaking workforce being available in the country. BPO 
became one of the biggest employment-generating 
sectors in several Asian countries. It continues to provide 
unemployed youths with opportunities to earn. With no 
chance of getting jobs in the region, frustrated educated 
youths from the north-eastern part of India flood to big 
cities every year to make a living. Many of them end up 
working at call centres—some genuine firms and others, 
fake. 

It was last month in connection with a fake call centre 
that the Noida police had arrested 126 people, out of 
which 45 were said to be from the Northeast (about 35 
Nagas). The scam operating in Noida’s sector 63 in Uttar 
Pradesh was allegedly involved in extorting from citizens 
of the United States. The arrested people are still at Luksar 
jail while the masterminds behind the racket are still 
roaming free. This is not the first time that such fake call 
centres have been busted in the country. There are dozens 
of such firms across the country. The police exposed 
at least 25 fake call centres from Noida alone during 
the past six months. It indicated the magnitude of said 
scams. The Dimapur police too arrested several people in 
August last year in connection with an alleged illegal call 
centre operating in Dimapur, the commercial district of 
Nagaland. Police officials have said that recruiters from 
bogus firms operating in India prefer people from the 
north-eastern states because of their English accent. No 
wonder several of the accused arrested in fraud cases are 
from the region. Whether or not the employees are aware 
of scams, it is obvious that employers target youths from 
the region because of their spoken English skills; and 
many have landed behind bars. Their dream job became 
a nightmare.

While it is necessary to arrest the masterminds to end 
shady firms, it is also high time that ambitious educated 
youths stay away from dubious companies that cheat 
people. And people from the Northeast will continue to 
get into trouble if they do not shed their gullibility.

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for bringing me 
out of darkness into Your marvelous light. 
Help me to avoid the darkness to continue 

walking in the light toward eternity.

Darkness descended on our forest village when the 
moon disappeared. Lightning slashed the skies, 
followed by a rainstorm and crackling thunder. 
Awake and afraid, as a child I imagined all kinds 

of grisly monsters about to pounce on me! By daybreak, 
however, the sounds vanished, the sun rose, and calm 
returned as birds jubilated in the sunshine. The contrast 
between the frightening darkness of the night and the joy 
of the daylight was remarkably sharp.

The author of Hebrews recalls the time when the Israel-
ites had an experience at Mount Sinai so dark and stormy 
they hid in fear (Exodus 20:18–19). For them, God’s pres-
ence, even in His loving gift of the law, felt dark and ter-
rifying. This was because, as sinful people, the Israelites 
couldn’t live up to God’s standards. Their sin caused them 
to walk in darkness and fear (Hebrews 12:18–21).

But God is light; in Him there’s no darkness at all (1 
John 1:5). In Hebrews 12, Mount Sinai represents God’s 
holiness and our old life of disobedience, while the beauty 
of Mount Zion represents God’s grace and believers’ new 
life in Jesus, “the mediator of a new covenant” (vv. 22–24).

Whoever follows Jesus will “never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). Through Him, 
we can let go of the darkness of our old life and celebrate 
the joy of walking in the light and beauty of His kingdom.     

If you’re a believer in Jesus, how has your life changed 
since He came into it? What are some ways you’d like 

to grow in your faith?

DAILY
PATH

Walking in the Light

BIBLE READ:  HEBREWS 12:18–24       
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In him was life, and that life was  
the light of all mankind.            

~  John 1:4

Rashmi Saksena | IANS

Ashley Morgan | The Conversation

Frank F. Islam | IANS

Why Sikkim is Bucking BJP’s 
Northeast Ambitions 

How Celebrity Non-Experts and Amateur Opinion 
Could Change the Way We Acquire Knowledge

India Needs a Competence-Enhancing, Job-Creation Master Plan

T
he BJP has made a valiant at-
tempt to project a ‘win in the face 
of electoral defeat in the Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhat-

tisgarh assembly polls. The proclaimed 
‘victory’ lay in it finally delivering a “Con-
gress-mukt” (Congress-free) northeast, 
the BJPs much trumpeted agenda after 
its 2014 triumph. As Mizoram rejected 
the Congress, the Grand Old Party, which 
had held sway in the region for decades, 
was left with no government in any of the 
eight northeastern states.

Why is the BJP leadership so intent 
on projecting its northeastern associa-
tion and achievements? The main reason 
is that a “Congress-free” northeast brings 
the BJP (so it thinks) a step closer to its 
goal of creating political space for itself in 
a strategically critical region that borders 
four countries - China, Myanmar, Bang-
ladesh and Bhutan - and is the gateway 
to Southeast Asia that is so critical to the 
success of the government’s “Act East” 
policy. To achieve this, the BJP has so far 
worked the strategy to arrive at an un-
derstanding and stitch an alliance with 
regional parties in Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. And it is 
paying off. Almost.

The BJP has its own Chief Minister in 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and 

Tripura. It has a presence in the Megha-
laya government and a presence of sorts 
in Nagaland as well as Mizoram. In Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Manipur, it is not 
through the ballot but by sheer machi-
nations that the BJP has leveraged itself 
itself to power. That leaves Sikkim as the 
last frontier the BJP needs to conquer in 
the region. Sikkim - ruled by the regional 
Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF) that is 
in power for a record 25 years under its 
charismatic Chief Minister PawanCham-
ling - is the only northeastern state where 
the BJP is not in a coalition or alliance.

For the BJP, it is politically and strate-
gically important to have a presence and 
understanding of sorts with the regional 
parties in the eight northeastern states as 
it prepares for the 2019 LokSabha elec-
tions. The states together hold 25 LokSa-
bha seats. Largely due to fiscal and secu-
rity dependence, the ruling parties of the 
northeastern states support whichever 
party is in power in Delhi. An exception 
was in 1977 when the Congress govern-
ment in Assam did not join the Janata 
Party central government. On the other 
hand the Arunachal Pradesh Congress 
merged with the Janata Party. The BJP, af-
ter losing the Hindi heartland in the 2018 
assembly polls, would like to at least en-
sure the support of the 25 MPs from the 
northeast.

BJP leaders themselves accept the fact 
that the party has no roots in the north-
eastern states. The BJP has met electoral 

success in assembly elections there only 
by riding alliances and understandings it 
has formed with regional parties. Start-
ing with the latest poll outcome in Mi-
zoram, it is the Mizo National Front that 
now controls the state (26 seats of 40). 
The MNF has returned to power after ten 
years of Congress rule with a lone win 
by the BJP’s B.D. Chakma, an old Con-
gressman who, like many in the region, 
deserted the party after being ignored by 
the central leadership. 

The BJP is seeking to bag at least one 
seat in the 32-member Sikkim assembly 
in the elections that are to be held with 
the LokSabha polls. The party leadership 
at the local level as well as BJP National 
General Secretary (Organisation) Ram 
Lal had reached out to the SDF but was 
rebuffed for both political and ideologi-
cal reasons. Minister of State for Home 
KirenRijiju, the party’s northeast strate-
gist who is from Arunachal Pradesh, and 
Ram Madhav, the BJP’s National General 
Secretary, are now reportedly backing 
football star turned politician Bhaic-
hungBhutia in Sikkim who is seeking to 
emerge as a political rival of the SDF.

The SDF supports the NarendraMo-
di-led government at the Centre but is 
not willing to yield space to the BJP at the 
state level. The SDF leadership, as it pre-
pares for the electoral battle ahead, has 
categorically stated that it will have no 
alliance with or take the support of the 
BJP. Chamling, the longest serving chief 

minister in the country, would instead 
like to profile himself as one free from the 
clutches of any national political party. 
Sikkim has historic reasons to keep a dis-
tance from national parties. 

So why is Sikkim bucking the ‘rising 
BJP’ trend in the northeast? One of the 
primary reasons is that the state is ruled 
by a powerful Chief Minister in Pawan-
Chamling, who has worked hard to keep 
“communal and negative elements” at 
bay, as he said recently in a rally in South 
Sikkim. Dislodging the SDF from power 
- despite the strong incumbency factor 
- is not easy because of the SDF’s sound 
record in governance on virtually all 
fronts - from environment and sustaina-
ble development to gender equity, health 
and education. Chamling has also deliv-
ered in maintaining peace. Darjeeling-
like violence in a sensitive border area is 
the last thing a central government will 
want. 

But BJP wont stop trying and 
BhaichungBhutia’sHamroSikkiim is seen 
as a BJP proxy, though it is hardly seen 
to be making a dent despite getting a 
fair amount of media attention because 
of his celebrity status. In Sikkim the SDF 
has 29 of the 32 seats while its rival the 
Sikkim KrantikariMorcha has two. The 
Bhutia-led Hamro Sikkim is yet to open 
its account in the state assembly. 

The author is a well known political 
commentator. The views expressed are 

personal

W
hen digital media entrepre-
neur Andrew Keen predicted 
in 2007 that the user gener-
ated focus of Web 2.0 would 

lead to a reduction of well researched and 
factual information – and in turn the rise 
of amateur opinion – he was clearly on to 
something.

Over a decade later, and Keen’s prog-
nosis has, arguably, come true. The inter-
net today is a source of seemingly endless 
amounts of easily digestible material. 
Countless people contribute to its “fac-
tual” information, and promote their own 
opinions as facts too. Through Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram, people – particu-
larly celebrities – are also able to promote 
products and ideas in a much more im-
mediate and visual way. And to frame or 
reinvent themselves as experts in com-
pletely different areas than the ones they 
gained fame in.

Amateur experts
While people have long modelled and 

promoted fashionable clothing, for ex-
ample, a number of celebrities have tak-
en this idea further in the past ten years. 
They have broken away from the activities 
that made them famous – acting, singing, 
or sport – and reinvented themselves as 
business people. They are now more than 
just promoters of certain products, nor 
those whose style should merely be cop-
ied. They are the “go to” for fashionable 
lifestyles.

That celebrities are moving into busi-
ness is not such a surprise. Yet, the way in 
which they adopt expertise in matters on 
which they have no training is a new twist 
in the rise of the amateur. Spice Girl Vic-
toria Beckham, is now a fashion designer, 
for example, and actress Gwyneth Pal-

trow is a lifestyle and “health” guru. When 
Beckham first launched her clothing line 
in 2008, fashion editors were ready to be 
sceptical, but influential magazines such 
as Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue were im-
pressed. Despite no apparent training 
in design – her initial “expertise” in this 
matter came from her personal inter-
est in clothing and being photographed 
wearing fashionable clothes – Beckham 
recently celebrated a decade as a fashion 
designer.

Similarly, Paltrow’s “modern lifestyle 
brand” GOOP sells face creams and other 
products under the umbrella of health 
and beauty. These are endorsed by Pal-
trow herself, and contributing doctors 
help advocate the so-called medicinal as-
pects of some of her products. Despite the 
chorus of criticism against Paltrow and 
GOOP’s “psuedo-science”, the company is 
now reportedly worth US$250m.

Fame and facts
Using the internet as a tool to pro-

mote celebrity has also worked for erst-
while businessman Donald Trump. De-
spite never having held a position as state 
governor (the common route to political 
power and presidency), and having no 
political expertise, Trump was able to be-
come US president. Not least his ascend-
ance was due to a social media campaign 
that relied on reproducing his “plain talk-
ing” rather than political rhetoric.

These new experts don’t even have to 
be famous for another reason to demon-
strate expertise. Ella Mills, for example, is 
a UK blogger who, through documenting 
her illness and experimenting with food, 
became a staunch advocate of “clean eat-
ing” (although she has since tried to dis-
tance herself from the term). This helped 
launch her “natural and honest” food 
brand, Deliciously Ella, without any expe-
rience as a dietitian.

Now anyone with a Twitter or Insta-
gram account and an opinion can pro-
mote expertise, and celebrities can inter-
act directly with fans, showing them how 
to emulate their own impressive lives.

While social media can be considered 
a force for good in education, the domi-
nance of a point of view approach in this 
sphere – rather than true expertise – could 
have a negative impact on expert knowl-
edge itself, and the idea that you spend 
time to train and gain qualifications in a 
chosen field before claiming expertise.

As more people turn to the inter-
net and social media for infor-
mation of all kinds, it might 
arguably be much harder 
to tell point of view from 
empirical and factual 
research, as they now 
both appear in the 
same place. A recent 
example of this is the 
wider proliferation of 
pseudoscience. Pseudo-
science itself is based on 
amateur opinions, and 
the issue with this is that 
social media becomes the 
supreme platform for per-
petuating it. It is very easy 
to find informa-
tion that confirms 
a point of view 
rather than chal-
lenges it.

As social 
media has 
p r o v e d 
that peo-
ple can be 
success-
ful with 
no obvi-

ous qualifications or training, and point 
of view increasingly confirms people’s 
perspectives, scientific expertise might 
arguably be eroded. And as social media 
produces financial incentives through 
marketing opportunities, the power of 
these “experts” could gain strength, cre-
ating a whole new shift in the acquisition 
of knowledge. Keen originally predicted 
that rather than widening and diversify-
ing knowledge, interactive media would 
inevitably lead to digital narcissism and 
an increasing narrowing of the self. While 

many people have benefited financially 
and in terms of social status, the 

quality of knowledge that has 
emerged from social media 

is increasingly narrow and 
difficult to gauge.

Ashley Morgan is a 
researcher and senior 

lecturer at  Cardiff 
Metropolitan 

University.

W
hen Narendra Modi was running for office, 
he promised to create 10 million jobs per 
year. The Modi administration has come no-
where near generating that number of jobs 

during his tenure in office, with the Indian economy ex-
panding but the growth being essentially “jobless”.

This shortfall was not focused upon much in the early 
years of the Modi’s time as Prime Minister. As India has 
moved through 2018 toward a national election in May 
of 2019, however, job creation, or the lack thereof, has be-
come a contentious topic.

Modi and his supporters -- using data which now 
includes jobs that have moved from the informal to the 
formal sector of the Indian economy due to factors such 
as tax payments, government loans and health care cov-
erage -- claim numerous jobs have been created recently. 
His opponents assert that the data is being manipulated 
to give the appearance of job creation while doing very 
little actual development of new jobs.

As a result, this debate about jobs has become more a 
matter of partisan bickering and a political football rather 
than a concerted and collaborative attempt to address In-
dia’s very serious job creation and employment problem. 
Here are some facts about the nature of India’s economy 
and the dimensions of that problem:|

* India has a huge workforce of 470 million people 
with “almost half” of that workforce being self-employed.

* Over 80 per cent of the Indian workforce is in the in-
formal as opposed to the formal sector.

* Approximately 12 million Indian youth enter the 
workforce each year.

* The desperate lack of “good jobs” is captured by the 

fact that, in 2015 in Uttar Pradesh, 2.3 million youth ap-
plied for 368 low-level jobs of “peons” (office attendants) 
requiring only a fifth-grade education. The applicants for 
these jobs included 150,000 university graduates, 25,000 
individuals with master’s degrees, and 250 with doctor-
ates.

These are staggering numbers. The most critical one 
relates to the percentage of the Indian workforce current-
ly in the informal sector.

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) recently 
released a report titled “Women and Men in the Informal 
Economy: A Statistical Picture”, in which it observes that 
for a country to be developed it must have a high per-
cent of its workforce in the formal sector which provides 
meaningful employment and benefits for employees.

According to the ILO report, India, with more than 80 
per cent of jobs in the informal sector, ranks much worse 
in this regard than other nations in the South Asian re-
gion such as Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

This is a formula for failure. For India to become a de-
veloped nation, it must have a modern jobs, workforce 
and economy. This cannot be achieved, as is currently be-
ing contemplated by the Modi administration, by merely 
providing some nominal assistance to those holding 
“jobs” in the informal sector and then beginning to count 
those receiving that assistance as part of the formal sector.

What is needed instead is an approach that is truly 
transformational. This could be accomplished by creat-
ing and implementing a citizen-centered and competen-
cy-enhancing job creation master plan.

That master plan should be developed based upon 
a comprehensive, objective and strategic assessment, 
including a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportuni-
ties and Threats) analysis of India’s current and future job 
situation and the employment and employability needs 

of India’s citizens and employers.
As part of this assessment, the plan should study how 

Japan and Germany transformed their economies after 
WW-II through a laser beam focus on technical and vo-
cational education. It should also compare and contrast 
what China has done in terms of evolving its informal 
sector.

The master plan should clearly spell out a vision, goals, 
strategies, strategic action programmes, implementation 
requirements, facilitating factors, potential obstacles or 
barriers, and critical success factors. It should present a 
detailed budget and cost-benefit analysis.

The master plan must be multi-faceted, addressing 
all areas that are essential for building and evolving a 
modern Indian workforce and economy, including: Rural 
and urban differences, literacy enhancement, skill devel-
opment, vocational and technical education, apprentice-
ship and mentoring, entrepreneurship, small- and mid-
size business assistance, high-growth firm focus, public 
service employment as a means for propelling national 
and state-level initiatives forward, and, implementing 
a uniform job creation and employment measurement 
methodology.

India has many of the bits and pieces for job creation 
today. For example, it is an international leader in infor-
mation technology driven by the private sector; it has the 
Make in India manufacturing focus driven by the govern-
ment; and, it has numerous start-ups driven by fledgling 
entrepreneurs. Bringing these pieces together into an in-
tegrated and coordinated master plan will solve the job-
creation puzzle in a manner that will make India and its 
people economic leaders in the 21st century.

Frank F. Islam is an entrepreneur, civic and thought 
leader based in Washington, D.C. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be contacted at ffislam@verizon.net 

GOOP founder Gwyneth Paltrow. (wikipedia)



Sargon of Akkad – or maybe his son, Naram-
Sin. Iraqi Directorate General of Antiquities 
/ wiki

Mount Damavand is a ‘potentially active’ volcano, and the highest peak in Iran. Gol-e-Zard 
Cave is nearby. Vasile Ersek, Author provided
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): People may tug 
at you from all sides today, Aries. No matter 
which way you turn, someone is there. Be pa-
tient and levelheaded. Your time will come. 

For now, look at these challenges as lessons for the fu-
ture and learn from them. Your point of view isn’t the 
only one in the world. It would probably be a good thing 
if you worked on incorporating other people’s opinions 
into your own.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today is a great 
day to check off all the items on that list of 
yours, Taurus. Get it done. At the same time, re-
alize that your emotions might be a bit clouded 

and that things that seem genuine may actually be just a 
mirage. Issues of a spiritual nature are of primary con-
cern. You should make sure you’re nurturing this side of 
your being. Think with your heart.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is a great 
day to let your artistic nature shine through, 
Gemini. Your sense of color and pattern is right 
on target and your words are more poetic than 

usual. Create a time and space for your creative inner na-
ture to manifest on the physical plane. Let your fantasy 
world spill onto a piece of paper for others to see. You have 
tremendous gifts. Feel free to share them with the world.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your emotions 
may be confused today, Cancer. People may 
seem to rub you the wrong way, and you may 
feel like you’re all alone in the world. Keep in 

mind that you’re very sensitive and capable of picking up 
things that other people miss. You cut through the masks 
and see right to the core of every issue. Give yourself credit 
for being a passionate detective.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may be out of step 
with the rest of the world today, Leo, but don’t 
sweat it. This is a good day to finish projects. 
Your head may be in the clouds and your emo-

tions foggier than usual. Bring more of your fantasy world 
to the current reality. Don’t just talk about lofty ideas 
and beautiful dreams - live them. You have the power to 
change every situation for the better.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Stay grounded and 
focused today, Virgo, You can accomplish a 
lot if you set your mind to it. You may sense 
a blurry cloud lingering - this is your emo-

tion talking. Amid all the goal-oriented pursuits, men-
tal processes, and work-related issues, you have given 
short shrift to your feelings. It’s OK to cry. Recognize 
that emotions are an important part of you. They de-
serve your attention.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today’s events may 
cause disruption in your routine, Libra. Your 
emotions may seem clouded, and other peo-
ple may challenge aspects of your ego. Rela-

tionships with the opposite sex may not be great today, 
so don’t try to force an issue that you know will end up 
in conflict. There’s an air of conservatism throughout the 
day that may not pair well with your unconventional na-
ture. Lay low.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Turn up your 
fantasy dial and let your imagination run wild. 
Your intuition is strong today, Scorpio, and you 
should give your emotions room to flow. Work 

to clear the blockages that keep you from doing things 
you truly want to do. Get your ideas on paper and mani-
fest more of your fantasy world in reality. People may be 
stingy, so now isn’t the best time to ask for a raise or loan.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Issues may be 
clouded today, Sagittarius. The things that seem 
real may actually be illusions. You might find 
that you feel a bit more reserved than usual and 

that you want to hold tight to your material possessions 
for comfort. Keep in mind that other people are extremely 
important to you now and you would benefit greatly by of-
fering your hand to those who are less fortunate.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Terrific en-
ergy flows your way today, Capricorn. Make 
sure that what you’re dealing with is genuine. 
There’s a tendency for people to get lost in 

their fantasy worlds. Be aware that what seems practical 
today could be the opposite tomorrow. Your emotions 
may seem confused, but if you concentrate on releasing 
instead of judging them, you can sail through the day 
without any trouble.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The heaviness 
of the day weighs on you, Aquarius. Take your 
time with projects and carefully evaluate all 
the facts before making a decision. People can 

be deceptive, so be careful in all your dealings. You may 
be going through a period in which you care less about 
material possessions and concern yourself with spiritual 
things. This is a great time to delve into the occult.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your fantasy world 
is especially piqued today, Pisces. Your need 
to escape physical reality is strong. Be careful 
about how you go about this. Dreams may take 

you there, but be rational so you aren’t left more confused 
than before. Keep your energy pure and clean. Other peo-
ple will recognize you for your tender, sensitive nature, so 
feel free to be confident with your words.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

E
very country aspires to an equitable 
society. For most, however, income 
equality can seem like a utopian idea. 
The Scandinavian countries prove 

that an equitable society is not only theoreti-
cally plausible but also practically feasible as 
demonstrated by their Gini coefficients rela-
tive to the BRICS nations. The Nordic model, 
however, cannot be implemented in India, 
owing to population levels and per-capita in-
come.

The Gini coefficient is a quantitative 
measure of inequality, presented in the range 
of 0 to 1, with 1 being complete inequality and 
0 for complete equality.

The problem with universal basic income
So how else can we create a more equitable 
society? One such policy that has gained cur-
rency recently is that of a universal basic in-
come (UBI). Can the introduction of UBI or its 
variants offer a better solution to the creation 
of an equitable society?

Although a burgeoning economy, India 
fails with regard to many aspects of develop-
ment. Poverty alleviation programmes have 
been a consistent focus of policy and yet, it 
continues to be pervasive – with stark con-
trasts across states as well as between urban 
and rural areas. In order to tackle this, the 
government of India had proposed the intro-
duction of UBI in the Indian Economic Survey 
(2015-16).

UBI is a form of social security where all 
citizens receive an unconditional sum of 
money. It was originally considered for one of 
two reasons; as we are moving towards a more 
technologically competent world, a large 
portion of the workforce in various sectors, 
such as agriculture, may become redundant. 
As a result, UBI would be granted in order to 
compensate for the losses to make ends meet. 
Whereas in a developing world, UBI was pro-
posed to help reduce the overall inequality 
levels.

UBI, if implemented, would cost the gov-
ernment around 4-5% of the GDP and would 
see 70% of the population receive Rs 650 per 
month according to the estimates done by the 
Indian Economic Survey. In this sense, India 

would implement a quasi-universal basic in-
come.

Currently, there exist nearly 940 central 
sector and centrally-sponsored schemes, i.e. 
food and urea subsidies, where many of them 
are minute in terms of allocation and have ex-
isted for decades.

The administrative costs alone for run-
ning these schemes are substantial, coupled 
with the leakages and the burden of identify-
ing beneficiaries, which further places strain 
on governmental agencies that are often 
plagued with issues of inadequate capacity. If 
this is the case, why haven’t governments al-
ready introduced a scheme that reduces such 
burdens?

With the introduction of UBI, subsidies 

such as kerosene and fertilisers will cease to 
exist, exposing various sections of the popu-
lation to market risks. Along similar lines, 
this could possibly erode the pressures on 
the state to provide for health and education. 
These are significant problems that need to 
be considered. However, would the provision 
of Rs 650 per month help reduce inequality 
levels?

The provision of UBI could create a society 
where individuals are protected from adverse 
income shocks, but augmenting 70% of the 
population with fungible transfers does not 
create an equitable society. Therefore, as vari-
ants of the current model exist, the govern-
ment should opt for an approach that brings 
about a greater balance to society.

Negative income tax as an 
accompaniment to UBI
There have been alternatives suggested that 
could be implemented alongside UBI. For ex-
ample, the introduction of a negative income 
tax (NIT) as a social policy could help bolster 
the tax base. Currently, under 2% of the Indian 
population pays income tax. Simply put, as 
agricultural activity in the country is not tax-
able, a significant proportion of people are 
employed in the informal sector. As over 90% 
of Indians earn less than Rs 2.5 lakh annually 
and are hence exempt from paying income 
tax, a significant tax base doesn’t exist.

The lack of adherence from certain sec-
tions of the population due to tax morale 
also plays a vital role in creating the differ-
ence between the number of citizens regis-
tered under the taxable bracket and those 
who file for income tax. The introduction of 
NIT would register people under a tax brack-
et, even though they would not be liable to 
pay taxes. In order to avail accrued benefits, 
individuals will have to register their income 

levels. In this regard itself, an NIT is superior 
to a generic UBI.

The NIT, according to Friedman, would 
be based on the regular tax system. However, 
instead of tax liabilities varying positively with 
income, benefits would vary negatively with 
income. For example, if the positive thresh-
old for a family to pay taxes in a given coun-
try is Rs 50,000 annually, a family that earns 
Rs 40,000, given a negative income tax rate 
of 50%, would receive a transfer of Rs 5,000. 
(50% of the difference between Rs 40,000 and 
Rs 50,000) A family with zero income would 
receive Rs 25,000 annually.

Such a variant would identify the benefici-
aries efficiently and effectively, as individuals 
that need more assistance receive more. There 
are, however, significant administrative costs 
associated with the creation of such a system. 
As most people are not liable or do not pay 
taxes, it could be difficult to implement such 
a programme. Wholesale macroeconomic 
changes are associated with significant costs. 
The menu costs associated with the imple-
mentation of such policies need to be taken 
into consideration.

Bringing about an equitable balance to 
society and creating solutions to the problems 
of distributive justice is what many societies 
strive for. As with other policy decisions, NIT 
will have its own set of problems that can only 
be solved with time. However, with the intro-
duction of the NIT, we move one step closer 
in trying to bring about an equitable balance 
to society.

Nikhil George is a Research Assistant 
at the department of Economics at Monk 

Prayogshala, a not-for-profit academic 
research organisation based in Mumbai. He 

focuses on urban economics, public policy 
and behavioural economics.

G
ol-e-Zard Cave lies in the 
shadow of Mount Dama-
vand, which at more than 
5,000 metres dominates the 

landscape of northern Iran. In this 
cave, stalagmites and stalactites are 
growing slowly over millennia and 
preserve in them clues about past cli-
mate events. Changes in stalagmite 
chemistry from this cave have now 
linked the collapse of the Akkadian 
Empire to climate changes more than 
4,000 years ago.

Akkadia was the world’s first em-
pire. It was established in Mesopota-
mia around 4,300 years ago after its 
ruler, Sargon of Akkad, united a series 
of independent city states. Akkadian 

influence spanned along the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers from what is 
now southern Iraq, through to Syria 
and Turkey. The north-south extent of 
the empire meant that it covered re-
gions with different climates, ranging 
from fertile lands in the north which 
were highly dependent on rainfall 
(one of Asia’s “bread baskets”), to the 
irrigation-fed alluvial plains to the 
south.

It appears that the empire be-
came increasingly dependent on the 
productivity of the northern lands 
and used the grains sourced from this 
region to feed the army and redis-
tribute the food supplies to key sup-
porters. Then, about a century after 
its formation, the Akkadian Empire 
suddenly collapsed, followed by mass 
migration and conflicts. The anguish 

of the era is perfectly captured in the 
ancient Curse of Akkad text, which 
describes a period of turmoil with 
water and food shortages:

… the large arable tracts yielded 
no grain, the inundated fields yielded 
no fish, the irrigated orchards yielded 
no syrup or wine, the thick clouds did 
not rain.

Drought and dust
The reason for this collapse is still de-
bated by historians, archaeologists 
and scientists. One of the most prom-
inent views, championed by Yale ar-
chaeologist Harvey Weiss (who built 
on earlier ideas by Ellsworth Hunt-
ington), is that it was caused by an 
abrupt onset of drought conditions 
which severely affected the produc-
tive northern regions of the empire.

Weiss and his colleagues discov-
ered evidence in northern Syria that 
this once prosperous region was sud-
denly abandoned around 4,200 years 
ago, as indicated by a lack of pottery 
and other archaeological remains. 
Instead, the rich soils of earlier peri-
ods were replaced by large amounts 
of wind-blown dust and sand, sug-
gesting the onset of drought condi-
tions. Subsequently, marine cores 
from the Gulf of Oman and the Red 
Sea which linked the input of dust 
into the sea to distant sources in 
Mesopotamia, provided further evi-
dence of a regional drought at the 
time.

Many other researchers viewed 
Weiss’s interpretation with scepti-
cism, however. Some argued, for ex-
ample, that the archaeological and 
marine evidence was not accurate 
enough to demonstrate a robust cor-
relation between drought and soci-
etal change in Mesopotamia.

A new detailed climate record
Now, stalagmite data from Iran sheds 
new light on the controversy. In a 
study published in the journal PNAS, 
led by Oxford palaeoclimatologist 
Stacy Carolin, colleagues and I pro-
vide a very well dated and high reso-
lution record of dust activity between 
5,200 and 3,700 years ago. And cave 
dust from Iran can tell us a surprising 
amount about climate history else-
where.

Gol-e-Zard Cave might be sev-
eral hundred miles to the east of the 
former Akkadian Empire, but it is di-
rectly downwind. As a result, around 
90% of the region’s dust originates in 
the deserts of Syria and Iraq.

That desert dust has a higher 
concentration of magnesium than 
the local limestone which forms 
most of Gol-e-Zard’s stalagmites (the 
ones which grow upwards from the 
cave floor). Therefore, the amount of 
magnesium in the Gol-e-Zard stalag-
mites can be used as an indicator of 
dustiness at the surface, with higher 
magnesium concentrations indicat-
ing dustier periods, and by extension 
drier conditions.

The stalagmites have the addi-
tional advantage that they can be 
dated very precisely using uranium-
thorium chronology. Combining 
these methods, our new study pro-
vides a detailed history of dustiness 
in the area, and identifies two major 
drought periods which started 4,510 
and 4,260 years ago, and lasted 110 
and 290 years respectively. The latter 
event occurs precisely at the time of 
the Akkadian Empire’s collapse and 
provides a strong argument that cli-
mate change was at least in part re-
sponsible.

The collapse was followed by 
mass migration from north to south 
which was met with resistance by 
the local populations. A 180km wall 
– the “Repeller of the Amorites” – was 
even built between the Tigris and 
Euphrates in an effort to control im-
migration, not unlike some strategies 
proposed today. The stories of abrupt 
climate change in the Middle East 
therefore echo over millennia to the 
present day.

Vasile Ersek is a senior lecturer in 
physical geography at Northumbria 

University, Newcastle

Can Universal Basic Income Help Create an Equitable Society?

How Climate Change Caused the World’s First Ever Empire to Collapse

A variant of UBI, a negative 
income tax, could likely be 
a better fit for India.

Chart: The Wire   Source: OECD

The Akkad empire during the reign of Narâm-Sîn (2254-2218 BC). Mount Damavand is labelled in blue.  Zunkir / Semhir / wiki, CC BY-SA



8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, January 4, 2019

Widespread violence in Kerala during shutdown over Sabarimala 

Bulandshahr violence: Key accused Yogesh Raj arrested, say police Maggi controversy: SC 
revives govt’s case against 
Nestle India in NCDRC

Editors guild concerned at 
Bengali daily editor’s arrest 
by CBI; seeks fair probe

45 Lok Sabha members suspended in 2 days for disruption

55 trains cancelled; 12 delayed due to fog

Media in Kerala boycott BJP for 
attacks on scribes 

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 
3 (IANS): A dawn-to-dusk 
Kerala shutdown called to 
denounce the visit of two 
women to the Sabarimala 
temple saw major violence 
on Thursday, a rarity com-
pared to the regular strikes 
the state witnesses from 
time to time.

The Sabarimala Kar-
ma Samithi (SKS), which 
had the backing of the BJP 
and RSS, said it called the 
protest to oppose the role 
of the Kerala government 
which facilitated the entry 
of the two women inside 
the temple before dawn on 
Wednesday.

What began as minor 
skirmishes at various places 
between the strike organis-
ers and its opponents ag-
gravated during the day as 
more than 300 protesters 
were arrested, with nearly 
100 people, including police 
officials, getting injured in 
the violence.

The worst  affected 
districts included Thiru-
vananthapuram, Thris-
sur, Palakkad, Kozhikode, 
Malappuram, Kasargode 
and Kannur.

A number of CPI-M of-
fices came under attack. In 
several places in the sub-
urbs of the state capital, it 
was a free for all as rival fac-
tions took on one another. 
In Nedumangadu near here 
crude bombs was thrown at 
CPI-M offices while homes 
of CPI-M leaders were at-
tacked.

While  state-owned 
and private buses were off 

the road, private vehicles, 
mostly two-wheelers, plied. 
Private cars also operated in 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
other major cities in Kerala.

Ten people in Kannur 
were arrested after they at-
tacked vehicles that went 
past the BJP office.

Even as the two trad-
ers’ body in the state an-
nounced they would open 
their shops, in several places 
shops failed to open.

However, in Kozhikode, 
traders were determined 
to open their shops even 
as the SKS and BJP activists 
protested.

“This frequent calling of 
shutdown is not acceptable. 
We will open in future also,” 
said a group of shopkeepers 
at Kozhikode.

After  some traders 
opened their shops in 
Kozhikode, a gang of Sangh 
Parivar forces forcibly 
closed them down. In the 
process, numerous shops 
suffered damages.

An inter-state bus from 
Karnataka was stoned in 
Kozhikode district. Similar 
incidents were also reported 
from Kasargode and Pal-
akkad.

University examina-
tions scheduled for Thurs-
day were postponed. All 
educational institutions in 
the state were shut.

Meanwhile, the Left 
government decided prom-
ised strong action against 
the trouble makers.

Vijayan added that there 
was no protest from or-
dinary people including 

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 3 (PTI): With media 
personnel being attacked at various districts dur-
ing the 12 hour hartal by saffron outfits against 
entry of two women in their 40s into Sabarimala 
temple, the Kerala Union of Working Journalists on 
Thursday decided to boycott BJP and Sabarimala 
Karma Samithi.

The press meets called by BJP state president P 
S Sreedharan Pillai and Samithi leader K P Sasikala 
were boycotted by the media this afternoon in pro-
test against the widespread attacks faced by them 
since Wednesday afternoon.

Journalists and camera persons have faced 
the ire of frenzied protesters of the saffron outfits 
across Kerala while trying to cover the violence 
spread by them.

Three media persons were injured on Thursday 
in Thiruvananthapuram alone while covering the 
violence unleashed by BJP workers on the hartal 
day.

Following this, the Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict committee of KUWJ decided to boycott the 
press meet called by Sreedharan Pillai at 12.30 
PM, in front of the Secretariat where the party has 
organised an indefinite fast for last one month.

Embarrassed Pillai was seen giving a speech 
with just one camera of the Janam TV, a pro-right-
wing channel.

At the same time in Kottayam, the press club 
authorities refused to give its hall for use to Hindu 
Aikya Vedi leader K P Sasikala, who had yesterday 
declared a hartal on behalf of the Samiti.

BJP state general secretary K Surendran also 
faced the wrath of the media at Kozhikode, where 
they boycotted his press meet.

On Wednesday, four media persons were at-
tacked by the protesting Yuva Morcha activists, 
who took out a march against the successful entry 
of two women of menstrual age group into the 
Sabarimala temple. Journalists staged a protest 
march in the state capital Thursday after they were 
allegedly assaulted by protesters.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Cyclone ‘Pabuk’ approaching  
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Kolkata, Jan. 3 (IANS): The Regional Meteorological 
Centre (RMC) Kolkata has warned of heavy rains in An-
daman and Nicobar Islands due to approaching tropical 
cyclone ‘Pabuk’ which will emerge in the Andaman sea 
on January 5, an official said on Thursday. “Heavy rains 
are predicted in the Andaman Islands from January 5-7. 
The tropical cyclonic storm ‘Pabuk’ is currently located 
above South China sea, almost 1,500 km from Port Blair,” 
said scientist A.K. Sen. The weatherman mentioned that 
it is gradually approaching and is likely to emerge into the 
Andaman sea around the forenoon of January 5. Heavy 
rain is predicted for the next day as the storm will pass 
across the islands.

IMA calls nation-wide protest against 
three bills related to health sector
New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): The Indian Medical Association 
has called a nation-wide protest on Friday against three 
bills in Parliament, which it said, would “change the 
profile” of the medical profession and healthcare sector 
in India.  The protest has been called against the Na-
tional Medical Commission Bill, 2017, the Indian Medical 
Council (amendments) Bill, 2018, and the Consumer 
Protection Bill, 2018.  The health body assured that medi-
cal services will not be affected by its protest. 

CBI arrests ITO in bribery case
New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): The CBI has arrested an Income 
Tax officer and two others for allegedly seeking Rs 50,000 
from a person who had not filed his income tax returns, 
officials said Thursday. The agency took into custody 
Income Tax Officer C B Narang, Income tax Department, 
Fatehabad, chartered accountant Sushil Singla and 
middleman Mahender Kumar recently while they were 
allegedly receiving the bribe, they said. “A case was reg-
istered against the Income Tax Officer and a CA (private 
person) on a complaint alleging that the ITO, Income 
Tax Department, Fatehabad has demanded bribe of Rs 
75,000 from the complainant in a matter of non filing of 
income tax return for the money deposited in his HDFC 
Bank account during the financial year 2010-11,” a CBI 
spokesperson said. 

PTI

Priests conduct a ‘purification’ of the Lord Ayyappa Temple after two women in their early ‘40s entered the shrine and offered prayers, in 
Sabarimala, Kerala on Wednesday.

PTI

Bajrang Dal activist Yogesh Raj, who was arrested in connection with the murder of Inspector Subodh Kumar 
Singh, in police custody in Bulandshahr

PTI

 Members of the AIADMK protest against the construction of new dams over Cauvery River, during the 
Winter Session of the Parliament, in New Delh.

women over the entry of the 
two women at the Sabar-
imala temple.

“The trouble started af-
ter the Sangh Parivar forces 
went on a rampage attack-
ing police, damaging nu-
merous vehicles. We have 
decided that at no cost will 
the authorities be silent and 
very strong action will be 
taken,” he said.

At Pandalam in Alap-
puzha district, BJP and RSS 
activists took out a protest 
march after one of their 
supporters who was injured 
in stone throwing by CPI-M 
workers on Wednesday died 
late at night.

A CPI-M worker has 
been arrested and the wife 
of the deceased said the 
family does not believe a fair 
probe will happen.

Thursday also saw 
widespread attacks on the 
media, leaving many jour-
nalists, including women, 
injured and shaken. Vijayan 
condemned the violence.

“Even media personnel, 
including women, have not 
been spared by Sangh Pari-
var forces who are trying to 
take law into their hands. 
This will be seriously dealt 
with,” Vijayan said here.

V. Suresh, President of 
the Kerala Union of Working 

Journalists, told IANS that 
since Wednesday journal-
ists had been attacked by 
Sangh Parivar protesters.

“Across the state around 
100 journalists have been 
attacked. Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kozhikode and 
Palakkad are the districts 
where our fellow journalists 
have been the worst hit,” 
he said.

Kerala Police chief 
Loknath Behra said the po-
lice viewed these attacks 
“very seriously”.

Congress leader Ramesh 
Chennithala said all this was 
bound to happen “when 
senseless people rule the 

state”.
“Chief Minister Vijayan 

is solely responsible for 
what is happening here. He 
has created the platform for 
the Sangh Parivar forces to 
go berserk and create may-
hem and this is eighth shut-
down called to protest the 
Sabarimala temple issue. 

“What happened was 
Vijayan’s determination to 
breach the tradition and 
customs of the temple.”

State RSS chief P.E.B. 
Menon said the way out of 
this present unrest was for 
the Centre to come out with 
an ordinance on Sabarimala 
temple entry.

Meerut (UP), Jan. 3 (PTI): 
Yogesh Raj, a key accused 
in the mob violence in Bu-
landshahr in which a police 
inspector and a civilian were 
killed, has been arrested, 
police said Thursday.

Raj, the local convenor 
of Bajrang Dal has been ab-
sconding since the violence 
on December 3. He was ar-
rested around 11.30 pm on 
Wednesday night from the 
Khurja T-point on National 

Highway 91, the police said.
Earlier on Wednesday, 

Satish and Vineet, accused of 
violence, and Azhar, accused 
in the cow slaughtering case, 
had surrendered in the local 
court in Bulandshahr.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): As dense 
fog enveloped several parts of the 
national capital Thursday, 55 trains 
were cancelled and 25 remained 
partially cancelled across northern 
railways, officials said. At least 12 
trains were delayed due to low vis-
ibility, they said.

Some prominent trains including 
Puri-New Delhi Purushottam Express, 
Howrah-New Delhi Poorva Express, 
Bhagalpur-Anand Vihar Garib Rath Ex-
press, Varanasi-New Delhi Kashi Vish-

wanath Express and New Jalpaiguri-
New Delhi Express have been delayed 
by several hours, the railways said.

Most of the affected trains were 
running late by two-three hours due to 
very low visibility around the national 
capital, they said.

The situation, however, was much 
better this year because of ‘Fog Pass’, 
a safety device that was provided to 
railway zones worst affected by fog, 
they added.

A Global Positioning System (GPS) 

based handheld, portable device, 
the Fog Pass serves as an aid for the 
crew during low visibility conditions 
through an audio-visual alarm when-
ever a landmark comes within its geo-
fence range.

A total of 6940 devices were pro-
vided across the railway network with 
2648 in the Northern Railway alone.

According to the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), the national 
capital will be engulfed by shallow fog 
on Friday as well.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court Thursday 
revived the government 
case in National Consumer 
Disputes Redressal Com-
mission (NCDRC) against 
Nestle India seeking dam-
ages of Rs 640 crore alleging 
unfair trade practices, false 
labelling and misleading 
advertisements.

The top court had on 
December 16, 2015 stayed 
the proceedings before the 
NCDRC and directed the 
CFTRI (Central Food Tech-
nological Research Institute, 
Mysuru) to place its test 
report before it.

A bench of Justices D Y 
Chandrachud and Hemant 
Gupta was told by senior 
advocate Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi, appearing for Nes-
tle India, that tests reports 
of the Mysuru lab had been 
submitted and it found that 
lead content in Maggi noo-
dles was well within the 
limit.

“Why should we be eat-
ing Maggi with lead in it?”, 
Justice Chandrachud asked 
Singhvi, who replied that 
lead content in the noodles 
was well within the permis-
sible limit and there was 
some amount of lead in vari-

ous other products.
The bench said the re-

port of CFTRI, where the 
samples of Maggi noodles 
were tested following earlier 
orders of the court, will form 
the basis for the proceedings 
before the NCDRC.

“We are of the view that 
CFTRI report be evaluat-
ed by the NCDRC in the 
complaint before it. It will 
not be appropriate for this 
court to pre-empt the ju-
risdiction of NCDRC... All 
the rights and contentions 
of the parties will remain 
open,” the bench said. Dur-
ing the hearing, Additional 
Solicitor General Vikramjit 
Banerjee, appearing for 
Centre said that in the wake 
of the Mysuru lab report the 
matter should go back to 
NCDRC and stay on the pro-
ceedings should be vacated.

Singhvi said the matter 
has now become infructu-
ous as the report is in my 
favour and presence of MSG 
(monosodium glutamate) 
was not found.

He along with senior 
advocate Arvind Dattar op-
posed sending the mat-
ter back to NCDRC saying 
nothing remains to be de-
cided after the lab report.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): The 
Editors Guild of India on 
Thursday expressed con-
cern over the arrest of a lead-
ing Bengali daily’s editor by 
the CBI last month and as-
serted that the views held by 
him in discharging his edito-
rial responsibilities should 
not be a factor in the probe.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) on De-
cember 20 arrested Suman 
Chattopadhyay, editor of 
Ei Samay, in connection 
with West Bengal’s ICore 
chit fund scam. He was 
summoned to the premier 
investigating agency’s of-
fice in Kolkata after several 
rounds of questioning and 
was placed under arrest by 
officials.

The Editors Guild of 
India, in a statement, ex-
pressed concern over Chat-
topadhyay’s arrest by the 

CBI on “reported charges of 
financial misdemeanour”.

The guild said it be-
lieves that nobody has im-
munity from the law and it 
must take its own course, 
but warned that the views 
held by Chattopadhyay 
in discharging his edito-
rial responsibilities should 
not be held against him 
or become a factor in the 
investigation.

“The guild wants the 
government to make sure 
that its investigative agen-
cies are totally fair and pro-
fessional in pursuing this 
investigation and prosecu-
tion,” the statement said.

It also urged law en-
forcement authorities to 
provide Chattopadhyay all 
the options and facilities 
that are available to citi-
zens for seeking due legal 
recourse.

“Yes, Yogesh Raj has been 
arrested. He is undergoing 
medical examination and 
would be produced in the lo-
cal court later today for legal 
proceedings,” Circle Officer 
(Siyana) Raghvendra Kumar 
Mishra told PTI Thursday 
morning.  Police Inspector 
Subodh Kumar Singh and ci-
vilian Sumit Kumar, 20, were 
killed of bullet shots during 
the mob violence. 

An FIR against 27 named 
people and 50 to 60 unidenti-
fied people was registered at 
the Siyana Police Station for 
the violence that was wit-
nessed at Chingrawathi po-
lice post after cattle carcasses 
were found strewn outside 
nearby Mahaw village of the 
district. A separate FIR was 
lodged by the police for cow 
slaughter on a complaint 
by Raj.

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): 
Cracking the whip on unruly 
MPs, Speaker Sumitra Ma-
hajan has suspended 45 Lok 
Sabha members belonging 
to the TDP and the AIADMK 
since Wednesday after they 
created ruckus in the House 
and continuously disrupted 
proceedings for days.

Mahajan had suspend-
ed 24 AIADMK members 
on Wednesday for five con-
secutive sittings. A day later, 
she suspended 21 members 
of AIADMK, TDP and an 
unattached YSR Congress 
member. The action was 
taken under rule 374A of 
Lok Sabha which says that 
they cannot attend the re-
maining days of the session, 
which concludes on Janu-
ary 8.

While AIADMK has 37 
members, the TDP has 15 in 
the lower house.

Action against such a 
large number of MPs is unu-
sual.

In February, 2014, the 
then Speaker Meira Kumar 
had suspended 18 MPs from 
Andhra Pradesh following 

bedlam in the House. Those 
suspended then were ei-
ther supporting or opposing 
creation of Telangana.

Proceeding in Lok Sabha 
during the winter session 
that commenced on De-
cember 11 have been re-
peatedly stalled due to pro-
tests by AIADMK and TDP 
members over a proposed 
dam on river Cauvery and 
special state status to And-

hra Pradesh respectively.
While 19 MPs were sus-

pended around noon on 
Thursday, two others were 
asked to leave the House 
around 2.00 pm.

As soon as the Zero Hour 
commenced at noon on 
Thursday, AIADMK and 
TDP members trooped in 
the Well, raising slogans and 
carrying banners.

The AIADMK members 

flung papers towards the 
chair several times. Amid 
the ruckus, Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar appealed to 
the agitating MPs to return 
to their seats.

However, protests by 
the unrelenting members 
of the two Southern parties 
continued.

At this, the Speaker ini-
tially warned that she would 

be forced to name the unru-
ly members and take action 
against them.

“I warn you, I will take 
you names. You have come 
to the Well and are persist-
ently creating trouble,” she 
said.

As the members refused 
to budge, the Speaker sus-
pended 11 TDP MPs, seven 
AIADMK members and an 
unattached member under 
Rule 374(A) for the next four 
sitting of the House.

Among the suspended 
MPs were former Civil Avia-
tion Minister Ashok Gajap-
athi Raju (TDP), Thota Nar-
asimham (TDP) and Renuka 
Butta (unattached) who 
had won on a YSR Congress 
ticket.

“You are wilfully ob-
structing the proceedings of 
the House. I am, therefore, 
constrained to name you 
and suspend you for four 
consecutive days,” Mahajan 
said.

T h e  S p e a k e r  s u b -
sequently adjourned the 
House till 2 pm after con-
ducting business for nearly 

15 minutes during the Zero 
Hour.

When the House met 
again at 2 pm, some mem-
bers continued protest in 
the Well despite being sus-
pended. She then suspend-
ed two more TDP membes 
for disrupting proceedings. 
Amid the din, the House was 
adjourned for the day with-
out taking up the remaining 
part of debate on the Rafale 
issue.

Meanwhile, some pic-
tures being shared on social 
media purportedly showed 
TDP members standing on 
the Speaker’s podium and 
holding placards when the 
House was adjourned soon 
after noon.

They had not left the Lok 
Sabha chamber even after 
the House was adjourned.

Two questions were tak-
en up during the Question 
Hour even as the members 
continued to shout slogans.

Members from the Con-
gress wanted to raise the 
Sabarimala issue and Ma-
hajan told them that the 
matter can be raised later.
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News IN BrIef
Italy says not aware of asylum 
request by N Korean diplomat
Rome, Jan. 3 (PTI/AFP): Italy is not aware of any asylum 
request from North Korea’s top diplomat in Rome who 
has reportedly gone into hiding in the country, a source 
close to the foreign ministry said Thursday. “We have no 
knowledge” of such a request, the source told AFP, add-
ing that the ministry had simply received a request for 
the “replacement” of the diplomat, identified by Seoul 
as Jo Song Gil. South Korea’s spy agency had briefed 
lawmakers on the fate of the diplomat after a newspaper 
reported that Jo had sought asylum in an unidentified 
Western country with his family.

Death toll in Philippines storm 
surges to 122
Manila, Jan. 3 (IANS): At least 122 people have died 
and 28 remain missing in floods and landslides caused 
by storm Usman as it passed through the Philippines, 
officials said on Thursday. According to the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 
(NDRRMC), 37 new fatalities were from the worst-hit 
Bicol region, which now has an overall total of 105 
deaths.  The NDRRMC said that 308,451 people were 
displaced and 60 were injured. Out of the total number 
of people affected, only 30,960 were in shelters set up in 
the central and northern regions of the country which 
were worst hit, Efe news reported. 

Five nations assume charge as non-
permanent members of UNSC
United Nations, Jan. 3 (IANS): Belgium, Dominican 
Republic, Germany, Indonesia and South Africa have 
begun to assume responsibilities as non-permanent 
members of the UN Security Council.’ The five coun-
tries hold a two-year term while Bolivia, Ethiopia, 
Kazakhstan, Netherlands and Sweden have just left 
the Security Council, Xinhua news agency reported on 
Thursday. The council is the only UN body that makes 
decisions and has the power to impose sanctions and 
authorize the use of force. 

US troops to leave Syria ‘over a 
period of time’ — Trump
Washington, Jan. 3 (IANS): US President Donald Trump 
said that the US troops would be withdrawing from 
Syria “over a period of time,” dismissing the previously 
reported four-month exit plan. “Over a period of time. 
I never said I’m getting out tomorrow,” Trump was 
quoted as saying by Xinhua news agency on Wednes-
day. Trump dismissed a New York Times story reporting 
earlier that the U.S. military had been given about four 
months to retreat the 2,000 soldiers from the war-torn 
country. The Trump administration announced on Dec. 
19 that it had started returning U.S. troops home from 
Syria after claiming a victory in the fight against the 
Islamic State. 

Sharif denied assistant, told to 
maintain jail room himself
Lahore, Jan. 3 (IANS): Pakistan’s former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, lodged in the city’s Kot Lakhpat Jail, has 
been denied an orderly and told to clean his prison 
room himself. The Punjab province government on 
Wednesday said it could not provide a prisoner to the 
Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) leader who could 
serve as his “orderly” and that he would have to main-
tain his room on his own, Dawn newspaper reported on 
Thursday. Inspector General of Prisons Shahid Saleem 
Beg said that Sharif was asked to maintain his room to 
serve the seven-year “rigorous” imprisonment handed 
down to him in the Al-Azizia Steel Mills/Hill Metal Es-
tablishment corruption on December 24. 

Washington, Jan. 3 (PTI/AFP): 
Democrats take over the US 
House of Representatives on 
Thursday, ushering in a new era 
of divided government in Wash-
ington with the goal of checking 
Donald Trump’s turbulent presi-
dency.

Battle-tested Nancy Pelosi 
was poised to take over as speaker 
of the House for the second time 
in her career, as a partial fed-
eral government shutdown over 
Trump’s insistence that lawmak-
ers fund a US-Mexico border wall 
neared the two-week mark.

The end of Trump’s one-party 
rule in Washington invigorated 
Democrats still dejected over 
the bombastic Republican’s 2016 
presidential win.

In excerpts of the speech she 
was to deliver to the House later 
Thursday, Pelosi vowed the new 
Congress would be “bipartisan 
and unifying” and “will debate 
and advance good ideas no mat-
ter where they come from.” 

“In that spirit, Democrats will 
be offering the Senate Republican 
appropriations legislation to re-
open government later today -- to 
meet the needs of the American 

people, and to protect our bor-
ders,” she said.

But such cooperation across 
the political aisle appeared un-
likely as Trump continued to dig 
in over his demand that Congress 
approve a USD 5 billion plan to 
construct a border wall aimed 
at thwarting illegal immigration 
-- with Democrats appearing 
unlikely to appease him.

After saying he remained 
“ready and willing to work with 
Democrats” late Wednesday, 
Trump lashed out Thursday.

“The Shutdown is only be-
cause of the 2020 Presidential 
Election,” he tweeted.

“The Democrats know they 
can’t win based on all of the 
achievements of ‘Trump,’ so they 
are going all out on the desper-
ately needed Wall and Border Se-
curity - and Presidential Harass-
ment. For them, strictly politics!”.

Indeed, progressives will be 
eager to push back with greater 
effect against an administration 
they believe has overstepped 
its authority and abused power 
in the nearly two years since 
Trump’s inauguration.

They will have that opportu-

nity, as congressional panels will 
be led by chairmen who have 
pledged to probe topics such as 
Trump’s income taxes, his firing 
of attorney general Jeff Sessions, 
and the president’s ties to Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin.

Incoming chairpersons have 
signaled that Trump will face a 
barrage of investigations that 
could bog down a White House 
already besieged by Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia 
collusion probe, draining energy 
from the administration’s agenda 
and foiling Trump’s message.

But while the “blue wave” 
swept dozens of House Repub-
licans out of Congress last No-
vember, Trump’s party managed 
to modestly expand its majority 
in the Senate to 53-47, meaning 
Washington gridlock is almost 
certain to deepen.

Among the first tasks of the 
116th Congress will be ending 
the shutdown, which has left one 
quarter of federal agencies shut-
tered due to lapsed funding.

Trump has said he would not 
sign a spending bill that does not 
include USD 5.6 billion for wall 
construction.

Pelosi has introduced new 
measures that would fund the 
agencies, but she noted that they 
“contain no new wall funding,” 
a move the White House -- and 
Republican Senate leaders -- dis-
missed as a non-starter.

“Democrats will have to get 
serious about border security 
so that a government funding 
agreement may be reached that 
can pass the House, earn 60 votes 
here in the Senate, and receive a 
presidential signature,” Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell said in a statement.

“All three of these things are 
needed. One partisan vote in 
the House tomorrow won’t solve 
anything.” The House and Senate 
convene Thursday at noon (1700 
GMT), with the new Congress 
sworn in shortly thereafter. Pelosi 
is expected to win her speaker 
election in the early afternoon.

She will preside over the most 
diverse Congress in history. One 
hundred House freshmen will 
take the oath of office, includ-
ing trailblazers like New York’s 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who 
at 29 is the youngest woman ever 
elected to Congress.

The first two Native American 
women and first two Muslim 
women were also elected.

“It’s a new day in America,” 
tweeted Ilhan Omar, a Muslim 
Somali refugee elected from Min-
nesota, along with a picture of her 
standing on Capitol Hill.

The House and Senate will 
each have a record number of 
female members.

Democrats will move early to 
protect coverage for people with 
pre-existing conditions, and form 
a special committee on climate 
change.

Hovering in the background 
in Washington will be the threat 
of impeachment, and it is almost 
certain that some Democrats will 
introduce proceedings to remove 
Trump from office.

Even if Democrats believe 
some of Trump’s actions clear 
the threshold of “high crimes 
and misdemeanors,” Pelosi has 
downplayed the prospects of 
impeachment. 

“It would be very divisive,” 
she told Elle magazine. “It’s not 
something that I’m stirring the 
pot on.” 

Moscow, Jan. 3 (PTI/AP): Russian 
officials ended the search of a col-
lapsed apartment building Thursday 
and said the rescue crews that raced 
through concrete rubble found 39 
people dead and one survivor in the 
three-and-a-half days since part of the 
structure came down while residents 
slept. Officials think an explosion 
triggered by a gas leak caused the pre-
dawn collapse Monday in the city of 
Magnitogorsk. 

A 10-month-old boy was the only 
person found alive in the wreckage. 
The baby suffered frostbite from lying 
in the rubble for 35 hours - tempera-
tures were as low as minus 20 degrees 
Celsius (minus 4 F.) 

The number of deaths stood at 
four for most of the first day, but 
climbed quickly after two nights of 
winter weather. Russian authorities 

acknowledged from the start that the 
extreme cold gave rescue crews less 
time to reach trapped survivors.

Hope flared when the injured 
infant was extracted from the debris 
Tuesday. He was flown to a Moscow 
children’s hospital for treatment and 
was listed in stable condition Thurs-
day.  State news channel Rossiya-24 
cited doctors saying the child had in-
juries indicative of “crush syndrome” 
- major shock and kidney malfunc-
tion characteristic of people trapped 
under heavy objects.

No other people were found in the 
debris, although a cat was discovered 
alive on Wednesday.

On Thursday, the mayor of Magni-
togorsk told journalists there was no 
connection between the explosion at 
the apartment building and the fiery 
explosion of a minibus on the same 

street a day later.
The vehicle explosion took place 

about 2.5 kilometers (1.5 miles) from 
the apartment block. Police said the 
minibus was carrying gas canisters 
but have given few other details.

But video of the burning vehicle, 
including some posted on YouTube 
by Russia’s RT satellite TV channel, 
featured sounds resembling gunfire 
and an observer’s voice is heard say-
ing people are shooting assault rifles.

Unconfirmed reports have sug-
gested the apartment blast could have 
been a terrorist act and that the oc-
cupants of the exploded vehicle were 
suspects.  “I want to say that there 
are no clear facts showing any kind 
of confirmation of what is described 
on the internet today,” Mayor Sergei 
Berdnikov said of the reports, accord-
ing to state news agency Tass.

Islamabad, Jan. 3 (PTI): 
Pakistan on Thursday abol-
ished the long-standing fa-
cility of on-arrival visas for 
Afghan nationals, authori-
ties said, citing security 
risks amid a spike in terror 
attacks.

Earlier, Afghan nation-
als were granted a 30-day 
visa on arrival at the entry 
points but now they will be 
required to apply for a visa 
from Pakistani missions in 
Afghanistan, Federal Inves-
tigation Agency’s Director 
Immigration Ismatullah 
Junejo was quoted as say-
ing by the Express Tribune.

The Immigration Wing 
of the FIA cited increased 
security risks from the 
western border as a reason 
for the move.

Furthermore, the gov-
ernment also restricted 
the movement of Afghan 
nationals in Pakistan and 
stopped issuance of visas at 
airports and border cross-
ing points.

Once issued a visa, the 
Afghan nationals will be 
allowed entry into Paki-
stan. Upon entry, they will 
be asked to fill out details 
including the time period 
and place of stay. The de-
tails will be forwarded to 
security agencies for verifi-
cation, the report said.

Once the details are 
verified, the Afghan nation-
als will be issued residence 
and travel permits, the re-
port added.

Pakistan has the larg-

est refugee population in 
the world, according to the 
United Nations. 

Most of these refugees 
2.7 million to be precise 
are Afghan nationals who 
fled their country due to 
war, violence and ensu-
ing economic turmoil and 
thousands other daily en-
ter Pakistan for business, 
medical and educational 
purposes or meet their rela-
tives. The UN surveys esti-
mate that 60 per cent of the 
Afghan refugee population 
is Pakistan-born.

It is believed that the 
new visa rules will create 
problems for those who 
need timely medical atten-
tion or other urgent visits.

The move to restrict 
Afghans came as Pakistan 
already decided to issue 
‘on-arrival’ visas to citizens 
of 24 countries to increase 
tourism and investments.

They include citizens 
from Australia, Canada, 
China, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Belgium, 
Greece, Iceland, Italy, 
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Norway, New Zealand, the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom, Thailand, Spain, 
and Singapore, immigra-
tion officials said.

Last month, the Paki-
stan Army said that the 
fencing of a substantial por-
tion of the over 2,600-km-
long Afghan border has 
been completed and the 
rest will be finished by the 
end of the 2019. 

Dhaka, Jan. 3 (IANS): The newly-
elected members of Bangladesh’s 
Parliament took the oath of office 
on Thursday amid an opposition 
boycott following the country’s 
11th parliamentary election.

Bangladesh’s Parliament 
Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaud-
hury swore in the lawmakers, 
including Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina at a ceremony in the Oath 
Room of the Parliament Complex 
in Dhaka at 11 a.m, bdnews24.
com reported. 

The MPs from former Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia’s Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP)-

led major opposition alliance 
skipped the oath-taking cer-
emony.

Speaking to the Dhaka Trib-
une in front of the BNP Gulshan 
office, a party leader said: “A 
meeting will be held to decide 
the next course of action for the 
MPs-elect, as they did not attend 
the oath taking ceremony.”

According to the Election 
Commission Gazette, Awami 
League (AL) led by Hasina won 
257 out of 299 seats in the De-
cember 30 election, more than 
enough for her party to form an-
other five-year term government.

The Bangladesh Parliament 
comprises 300 seats for elected 
representatives. But voting was 
held at 299 constituencies after 
the death of a candidate prior to 
the election led to the reschedul-
ing of voting at Gaibandha-3.

Khaleda’s major opposition 
party BNP, which suffered the 
most lopsided loss in its political 
history since 1978, won 5 seats. 
It was the ruling party in Bang-
ladesh for two terms -- 1991-
1996 and 2001-2006 -- since the 
country’s return to democracy 
in 1991.

AL’s key ally in the elections 

Jatiya Party won 20 seats while 
BNP’s ally Gono Forum managed 
only two seats.

The BNP rejected the election 
results, alleging various irregular-
ities. The voting was tainted with 
violence across the country that 
claimed the lives of 18 people.

According to the Constitu-
tion, the President must convene 
Parliament within 30 days of 
swearing-in ceremony. 

The 11th Parliament will of-
ficially begin functioning after 
the termination of the 10th Par-
liament on January 28 that was 
convened on January 29, 2014.

Riyadh, Jan. 3 (PTI/AFP): Saudi Ara-
bia’s attorney general sought the 
death penalty for five of 11 defendants 
charged with the murder of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi as their high-profile 
trial opened in Riyadh on Thursday.

All 11 accused were present with 
their lawyers at the opening hearing 
in the capital, according to a statement 
by the attorney general carried by the 
official Saudi Press Agency.

The attorney general said Saudi 
Arabia had twice submitted formal 
requests for evidence from Turkey 
-- where Khashoggi was murdered in-

side the kingdom’s Istanbul consulate 
-- but had received no response.

The names of the defendants have 
not been officially released. Five top 
officials in Saudi Arabia -- including 
royal court insider Saud al-Qahtani 
-- were sacked over the Khashoggi 
murder, but there is no proof that they 
are among those charged.

Khashoggi, a contributor to the 
Washington Post, was murdered on 
October 2 in what Riyadh called a 
“rogue” operation.

The 59-year-old Saudi insider-
turned-critic was strangled and his 

body cut into pieces by a team of 15 
Saudis sent to Istanbul for the killing, 
according to Turkish officials.

There have been reports that 
his remains, which have never been 
found, were dissolved in acid.

The defence team on Thursday 
requested a copy of the indictment 
sheet and a timeframe within which 
to review the charges.

The prosecutor agreed to both 
requests, SPA said. No date has been 
set for the next hearing.

The Khashoggi murder shocked 
the world at a time when Saudi Arabia 

and its de facto leader, Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, were push-
ing an aggressive public relations cam-
paign to rebrand the ultraconservative 
monarchy as a modern state.

Among Prince Mohammed’s 
strongest allies is US President Don-
ald Trump, who now faces increased 
pressure to approve measures against 
Saudi Arabia. The US has sanctioned 
17 Saudi citizens in connection with 
the Khashoggi murder. France and 
Canada have also sanctioned Saudi 
Arabian nationals.

The US Central Intelligence Agen-

cy has reportedly concluded that 
Prince Mohammed very likely ordered 
Khashoggi’s murder. A bipartisan reso-
lution approved by the US Senate last 
month also holds the crown prince 
responsible for the killing.

But in November the Saudi attor-
ney general ruled out any involvement 
by the young crown prince, whose re-
formist credentials abroad have been 
seriously tarnished by the murder.

The Khashoggi affair has also 
given Turkey -- allied with Saudi rivals 
Qatar and Iran -- unusual leverage in 
regional power plays.

Beijing, Jan. 3 (IANS): A Chinese se-
rial killer convicted for murdering 11 
women was executed on Thursday 
in the country’s Gansu province, 
authorities said.

Gao Chengyong, 53, was dubbed 
“China’s Jack the Ripper” for tar-
geting females dressed in red. He 
followed his victims home before 
raping and killing them -- often 
by slitting their throats -- between 
1988 and 2002. He reportedly also 
mutilated the bodies of his victims, 
including one girl aged 8. 

Gao, a married father of two, was 
arrested in 2016 at the grocery store 
he ran in Baiyin, Gansu province. 
The police had been hunting for him 
for 28 years until one of his relatives 
committed a crime and underwent 
DNA testing in 2015, which led to 
his arrest, Xinhua news agency re-
ported. He ultimately confessed to 
11 murders in Gansu province and 
Inner Mongolia and was sentenced 
to death on March 30, 2017. Gao’s 
death sentence was reviewed and 
approved by the country’s Supreme 
People’s Court. 

Women in Baiyin would not walk 
alone in the streets without being 
accompanied by male relatives or 
friends after the spate of attacks.

Democrats to take on Trump as 
divided Us Congress gets to work

Pak  abolishes on-arrival 
visa for Afghans

Kabul, Jan. 3 (IANS): A court here has convicted three 
men for the murder of a BBC journalist who was shot 
dead in Afghanistan’s Khost province in April last year, 
officials said on Thursday.

One of the convicts was given death sentence while 
the other two were given jail terms, Attorney General’s 
office spokesman Jamshid Rasouli told Efe news.

He said the hearing of the case was held this week in 
the anti-terrorist court of Bagram prison.

Rasouli said the case was now referred to a higher 
court to validate the ruling by the anti-terrorism tribunal. 
The BBC journalist, Ahmad Shah, was killed by unidenti-
fied men in Khost province on April 30 while on his way 
home from work. Three people were arrested shortly 
after the murder and were named as the main suspects.

However, Rasouli did not provide details about the 
involvement of each in the murder.

Shah was shot dead in Khost on the same day of an 
attack in Kabul that killed another nine journalists and 
injured six, making April 30, 2018 the bloodiest day for 
the Afghan media in the past 17 years.

The year 2018 was the deadliest for Afghan media 
workers with 20 journalists killed and another 20 injured, 
according to Nai, a media watchdog supporting free 
media in Afghanistan. Rasouli said Afghan government 
was serious and determined to investigate the cases of 
violence against journalists.

Three convicted in 
Afghanistan for BBC 
journalist’s murder

Bangladesh’s newly-elected MPs sworn in; opposition skips ceremony

Saudi prosecutor seeks death sentences as Khashoggi murder trial opens

China’s ‘Jack the 
Ripper’ executed 
for rapes, murders

AP/PTI

 This photo provided by the Russian Emergency Situations Ministry taken from tv footage shows Emergency Situations employees working at 
the scene of a collapsed section of an apartment building, in Magnitigorsk, a city of 400,000 about 1,400 kilometers (870 miles) southeast of 
Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019. 

Search of Russian building ends with 39 dead
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Veteran actor-writer Bob Einstein is dead at 76. Einstein died on 
Wednesday in Indian Wells, California. He was fighting cancer, 
reported variety.com. Expressing condolences over the actor’s 
demise, his brother Albert Brooks tweeted: “RIP My dear brother 
Bob Einstein. A great brother, father and husband. A brilliantly 
funny man.” Einstein, popularly known for shows like “The Smoth-
ers Brothers Comedy Hour”, “Curb Your Enthusiasm” and his spoof 
daredevil character Super Dave Osborne, entertained audience for 
over five decades.  The Emmy Award-winning celebrity was also 
scheduled to be part of the 10th season of “Curb Your Enthusi-
asm” but his health barred him from filming. (IANS)

Veteran actor Bob Einstein dead at 76

M
anowar have 
named their new 
guitarist who will 
hit the road with 
them on the next 

leg of The Final Battle world tour.

The band announced in Octo-
ber that guitarist Karl Logan would 
not take part in the live dates after 
he was arrested and charged for 
allegedly possessing child pornog-
raphy.

Now Manowar have revealed 
that E.V. Martel will join them for 
the duration of the tour, which will 
kick off in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Febru-
ary 25.

The band say in a statement: “A 
musician since the age of eight and 
devoted Manowar fan, E.V. lives 
the life of true metal and the music 
of Manowar. 

 “He has performed for years in 
the only official Manowar tribute 
band in the world. E.V. is proud to 
know every Manowar song ever 

recorded, and his style is a mix of 
all previous Manowar guitarists 
combined with his own metallic 
burning.”

Bassist Joey DeMaio adds: “I 
can think of no one more deserv-
ing to play with Manowar than 
a fan themselves – one who has 
dedicated their entire life to our 
fans and our music and who he 
has proven to be a true Manowar-
rior!” 

Martel says he is “honoured 
beyond words” to join Manowar 
for the tour and adds: “I live by 
Manowar’s message every day of 
my life: Believe in yourself and 
even your wildest dreams can 
come true!”

Loudersound

“T
o Kill a Mocking-
bird” has become 
one of the greatest 
stage successes 
of any Broadway 

season.
Aaron Sorkin’s adaption of Harp-

er Lee’s classic novel has shattered 
records in its second full week of per-
formances, grossing $1.702 million, 
making it the highest single-week 
grossing American play in Broadway 
history, surpassing “All the Way”, 
the Bryan Cranston drama about 
Lyndon Johnson that took in $1.623 

million during the week of June 22, 
2014, reported variety.com.

The new high-water mark set 
by “To Kill a Mockingbird” is for 
the week of December 30, 2018, a 
particularly busy time for Broadway, 
in the midst of the holiday season 
when Times Square is flooded with 
tourists.

“I’ve never had, or seen, a new 
play perform like this one is,” said 
Scott Rudin, the Tony-winning pro-
ducer behind “To Kill a Mockingbird.

“We’ve had plenty of shows break 
plenty of records, but nothing we’ve 

ever had has been like this. The com-
pany of ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ has 
been together for quite a long time 
already, through numerous labs, 
readings, and a very healthy preview 
period. The success of this play - and 
the huge affection shown for it thus 
far - belongs entirely to them. It’s 
their hit,” Rudin added. 

Set in Alabama in 1934, “To Kill 
a Mockingbird” is a coming-of-age 
story that also gives a penetrating 
look at racial injustice in the segre-
gated South.

IANS

I 
am approaching the 
near end of my life, 
says veteran come-
dian Billy Connolly, 
who is currently 

fighting against Parkin-
son’s disease.

In one of the episodes 
of BBC documentary 
series “Made In Scotland”, 
the 75-year-old Connolly 
opened up about his battle 
with the disease. He got di-
agnosed with the disorder 
in 2013, the same year he 
underwent successful sur-
gery for prostate cancer, 
reported metro.co.uk.

Conolly said: “I can 
feel it and I should. I’m 
near the end. I’m a damn 
sight nearer the end than 
I am the beginning. But it 
doesn’t frighten me, it’s an 
adventure and it is quite 
interesting to see myself 
slipping away. “As bits slip 
off and leave me, talents 
leave and attributes leave. 
I don’t have the balance I 
used to have, I don’t have 
the energy I used to have. I 
can’t hear the way I used to 
hear, I can’t see as good as 
I used to.”

IANS

D
irector Travis 
Knight’s “Bumble-
bee” serves as an 
imaginative spinoff 
and a prequel to di-

rector Michael Bay’s “Transform-
ers” series that began in 2007.

It is a scaled-down, charac-
ter-driven family film, where 
the bigger moments realign, 
providing an extended account 
of the fan-favourite characters’ 
origin and an insight into the 
war between the noble Autobots 
and the devious Deceptions, 
the intergalactic robots from the 
planet of Cybertron.

Set in 1987, the film begins 
with an Autobot crash-landing 
on Earth, in the middle of a 
military exercise led by secre-
tive government agency Sector 
7 commander Jack Burn (John 
Cena). This leads to an intense 
fight as Burns and his soldiers 
attempt to capture the robot.

The robot escapes his pursu-
ers and settles down in a San 
Francisco Bay Area junkyard 
after transforming itself into a 
faded yellow 1967 Volkswagen 
Beetle. That is where Charlie 
Watson (Hailee Steinfeld) who 

misses her dead father, discovers 
the dilapidated Bug while scav-
enging spare parts to remodel 
her dad’s car.

When Charlie gets the car 
home, she is astounded to wit-
ness the car’s sudden transition 
to the robot form and after 
getting over her initial shock, she 
decisively names the Autobot 
B-127 “Bumblebee”.

The robot is named Bumble-
bee not because of his camou-
flage or because the car was 
swarmed with honeybees when 
Charlie finds it, but on account 
of the weird buzzing noise his 
broken voice box emits.

Soon Charlie and Bumblebee 
become fast friends. Because 
Bumblebee had his memory 
wiped from a fight, years earlier, 
he is very childlike and endear-
ing. In fact, he is the best pet any 
teenager could hope for. Though 
equipped with heavy duty can-
non and huge retractable sword, 
he is like a giant, obedient puppy 
the rest of the time.

But, Bumblebee’s troubles 
quickly catch up with him when 
Decepticona’s Dropkick (voiced 
by Justin Theroux) and Shatter 

(voiced by Angela Bassett) part-
ner with the unwitting leaders of 
Sector 7 and a suspicious Burns, 
who hunt him down at any cost.

The film offers a signifi-
cant change from the typically 
male-dominated franchise to 
centring on a teen girl, as the 
film’s protagonist. There is plenty 
of formidable drama inclusive of 
genuinely heartfelt moments as 
she navigates her way with her 
unconventional new friend. 

By taking the “Transformers” 
universe in a new, more intimate 
character-driven direction, the 
plot is simple and straightfor-

ward. Stripped of all complexi-
ties, it thus manages to establish 
itself not only as a thrilling, 
adventure origin story of sorts, 
but as one of the more heart-
warming films of the season.

It is a true coming-of-age 
story for both the title character 
and Charlie, but unfortunately, 
the story seems too familiar 
and does not feel original. The 
humour in the film is subjective 
and is strewn far and in-between 
the narrative.

On the acting front, every 
member of the cast delivers a 
rock-solid performance. As for 

the visual effects, the critical 
transformation scene demon-
strates noticeable improvements 
in digital effects over the previ-
ous films, with sharp visual de-
tails, realistic colour shading and 
seamless transitions between 
robot and vehicular forms, which 
all appear realistic and cool. 

Overall, “Bumblebee” is a fun 
film that would appeal to both 
long-time fans and a new audi-
ence of younger viewers, if you 
overlook the minor cinematic 
liberties that the director has 
taken.

IANS

A
fter 
watching 
her enact 
a scene 
during 

the screen test for 
“1942: A Love Story”, 
director Vidhu 
Vinod Chopra 
dismissed Manisha 
Koirala as a “terrible 
actress” but in no 
mood to give up, 
she requested him 
for a second chance 
the next day and the 
rest is history. 

A gritty Manisha 
came the next day 
and after her per-
formance, Chopra 
remained silent for 
long, as if in a daze.

And then he 
said the words 
that were music 
to Manisha’s ears: 
“If this is the heart 
and soul that you 
promise to put into each scene 
of my movie, I will sign you 
up instead of Madhuri Dixit. 
Manisha, yesterday, you were 
at zero. You are at a hundred 
today.” 

Manisha recalls this epi-
sode in her memoir “Healed: 
How Cancer Gave Me a New 
Life”.

“I remember my screen test 
for ‘1942: A Love Story’. Veteran 
filmmaker Vidhu Vinod Chopra 
had called me to do a scene. 

But to my disappointment, 
at the end of it he remarked: 
‘Manisha, you were shit. You’re 
a terrible actress.’ 

“This was not acceptable to 
me. The warrior woman inside 
me had been challenged. I re-
quested him to give me twenty-
four hours to come back for a 
second chance. Back home, 
I practised my lines passion-
ately, over and over again, until 
my mother became distressed 
at my state,” she writes.

“What are you doing to 

yourself? It’s okay 
if you don’t get 
this movie. Don’t 
kill yourself over 
it,” her mother 
told her.

The next day, 
Manisha says, she 
poured her soul 
into her perform-
ance and subse-
quently got signed 
for the movie.

Manisha, who 
won a tough bat-
tle against ovarian 
cancer, talks in her 
book her treat-
ment in the US, 
the care provided 
by the oncologists 
there and how 
she rebuilt her life 
once she returned 
home.

Born into the 
prominent Koirala 
family in Nepal, 
Manisha made 

her Bollywood debut with 
“Saudagar” in 1991 and went 
on to act in films like “1942: A 
Love Story”, “Akele Hum Akele 
Tum”, “Bombay”, “Khamoshi: 
The Musical”, “Dil Se”, “Mann”, 
“Lajja” and “Company”.

She took a break from act-
ing in 2012 and returned five 
years later with the coming-
of-age drama “Dear Maya”, 
Netflix’s “Lust Stories” and 
biographical drama “Sanju”.

PTI

Kim, Kanye West’s surrogate 
pregnant with boy

Reality TV star Kim Kardashian and rapper 
Kanye West are expecting their fourth child 
-- a boy -- via surrogate. Multiple sources 

have confirmed in the new issue of Us Weekly 
magazine. In August, the magazine reported that 
the couple, who used a surrogate for their third 
child, 11-month-old Chicago, had one embryo 
left, a male. Now he is due to arrive “in very early 
May”, said a source. In addition to Chicago, the 
couple are also parents to North, 5, and Saint, 3. 
Another source said Kim, 38, “always wanted four 
kids”.  (IANS)

Cindy Crawford’s son arrested

Presley Gerber, the son of model Cindy Craw-
ford and husband Rande Gerber, was report-
edly arrested for DUI. According to arrest 

documents obtained by Fox News, the 19-year-old 
was pulled over by Beverly Hills police on Sunday 
just before 4 a.m. when he was caught speed-
ing in his Tesla.  As per TMZ, Presley reportedly 
smelled of alcohol and was given a field sobriety 
test, which he failed. Presley was booked into the 
Beverly Hills Police Department at 5:30 a.m., the 
documents stated. He was released without bail 
just after noon. The arrest marks Presley’s first 
brush with the law, and the successful model, who 
has done campaigns for Calvin Klein and Dolce 
& Gabbana, among other brands, will have his 
license suspended for at least one year if he is con-
victed. His lawyer, Scott Spindel, told the outlet his 
client “takes this very seriously and is taking the 
necessary steps to address the allegations”. (IANS)

Sushant, Jacqueline-starrer 
‘Drive’ to release on June 28

Actors Sushant Singh Rajput and Jacqueline 
Fernandez’s upcoming film “Drive”, which 
was supposed to hit the screens last year, 

will now release on June 28. The Dharma Pro-
ductions’ project was earlier locked for release 
on March 2, 2018. Then it was announced that 
“Drive” will race to cinema halls on September 
7. Filmmaker Karan Johar announced the new 
release date and official teaser on Twitter on 
Thursday. In the over 20-second-video, cars can 
be seen ready to race. “On your marks, get set 
and race. See you in cinemas for a pulsating ride 
on June 28, 2019. ‘Drive’,” Karan tweeted. In an 
interview to IANS, Sushant had said about the 
film: “That’s a heist film. When you are going to 
watch the film, you would not know what is going 
to happen next.” (IANS)

8 pm: KGF (Hindi)

5pm: Bumblebee (Eng) 
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names new guitarist for 
The Final Battle world tour
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for their upcoming live shows after 
Karl Logan’s 2018 arrest
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China’s Chang’e-4 lunar rover lands on 
moon’s far side, sends back images

India’s second Moon 
mission gets delayed again

Google Assistant now helps 
you make charity donations

Can parents’ job stress affect kid’s health?Here’s the secret to 
maintaining weight loss

New ML models to predict 
cancer symptoms, severity

5-10 servings of fruits, veggies daily may cut diabetes risk

NASA’s New Horizons probe snaps first images of Ultima Thule

Beijing, Jan. 3 (PTI): 
China’s Chang’e-4 lunar 
rover scripted history on 
Thursday when it made 
the first-ever soft landing 
on the far side of the moon 
and sent back close-up 
images of the previously 
unexplored region, a giant 
leap for cosmic explora-
tion and a major boost to 
the Communist nation’s 
quest to become a space 
superpower.

Chang’e-4, named after 
a Chinese moon goddess 
and comprising a lander 
and a rover, touched down 
at the preselected landing 
area at 177.6 degrees east 
longitude and 45.5 degrees 
south latitude on the far 
side of the moon at 10:26 
am (Beijing time), China 
National Space Adminis-
tration (CNSA) said.

The lunar explorer 
landed on the far side of 
the moon and has already 
sent back its first pictures 
from the surface, which 
were shared by state media.

T h e  p i o n e e r i n g 
achievement is another 
demonstration of China’s 
ambitions to be a space 
power. The country aims 
to land a crewed flight on 
the moon in the coming 
decade.

The US space agency 
NASA congratulated Chi-
nese scientists on their 
success.

“Congratulations to 
China’s Chang’e-4 team 
for what appears to be a 
successful landing on the 
far side of the Moon. This 
is a first for humanity and 
an impressive accom-
plishment!” NASA admin-
istrator Jim Brindestine 
tweeted.

“As part of the interna-
tional science community, 
we look forward to learning 

about this rather unex-
plored part of our Moon 
exploration,” said Thomas 
Zurbuchen, associate ad-
ministrator for NASA’s Sci-
ence Mission Directorate.

The robotic spacecraft 
is carrying instruments to 
analyse the unexplored 
region’s geology and will 
conduct biological experi-
ments.

The first-ever soft land-
ing is being seen as a major 
milestone in space explora-
tion because unlike previ-
ous moon missions that 
have landed on the Earth-

facing side, this is the first 
time any craft has landed 
on the unexplored and rug-
ged far side of the moon.

The successful landing 
formally inaugurated the 
world’s first expedition to 
the far side that never faces 
the Earth and is expected 
to fulfil scientists’ long-
held aspiration to closely 
observe the enormous re-
gion, state-run China Daily 
reported.

Though the far side 
has been extensively pho-
tographed by spacecraft, 
starting with a Soviet probe 

in 1959, no probe had ever 
made a soft landing onto 
it. Scientists around the 
world have not been able to 
conduct close observations 
and surveys of the region 
for decades.

T h e  p r o b e  w a s 
launched by a Long March-
3B carrier rocket on De-
cember 8 from the Xichang 
Satellite Launch Centre in 
Sichuan Province.

It landed on the Von 
Karman crater in the South 
Pole-Aitken basin and then 
sent back a picture of the 
landing site shot by one of 

the monitor cameras on 
the probe’s lander, mark-
ing the world’s first image 
taken on the moon’s far 
side.

The picture, published 
by the China National 
Space Administration, 
shows the place where 
Chang’e 4’s rover will be 
heading to roam and sur-
vey.

Tidal forces on Earth 
slow the moon’s rotation to 
the point where the same 
side always faces Earth. 
The other side, most of 
which is never visible from 
Earth, is the far side of the 
moon.

Direct communica-
tion with the far side of 
the moon, however, is not 
possible, which is one of 
the many challenges for 
the Chang’e-4 lunar probe 
mission.

China launched a relay 
satellite, named Queqiao, 
in May, to set up a com-
munication link between 
the Earth and Chang’e-4 
lunar probe.

This is the first time an 
attempt is made to explore 
the far side of the moon. 
Since the moon’s revolu-
tion cycle is the same as 
its rotation cycle, the same 
side always faces Earth.

The far side of the 
moon is the hemisphere 
that never faces Earth, due 
to the moon’s rotation. It 
is sometimes mistakenly 
referred to as the “dark side 
of the moon,” even though 
it receives just as much 
sunlight as its Earth-facing 
side.

The Chang’e-4 mission 
will be a key step in reveal-
ing the moon’s mysterious 
side, a report by state-run 
Xinhua news agency said.

The scientific tasks of 
the Chang’e-4 mission in-

clude low-frequency radio 
astronomical observa-
tion, surveying the terrain 
and landforms, detecting 
the mineral composition 
and shallow lunar surface 
structure, and measuring 
the neutron radiation and 
neutral atoms to study the 
environment on the far 
side of the moon, accord-
ing to CNSA.

Chang’e-4 mission has 
four scientific payloads de-
veloped by scientists from 
the Netherlands, Germany, 
Sweden and Saudi Arabia.

Chang’e 4 is the fourth 
lunar probe launched by 
China since the country’s 
lunar programme was 
opened in 2004.

Chang’e-4 includes two 
main parts: the main lander 
weighing about 2,400 
pounds and a 300-pound 
rover. By comparison, 
NASA’s Opportunity rover 
on Mars weighs about 400 
pounds, and the Curiosity 
rover there is much bigger, 
at 2,000 pounds.

The spacecraft is large-
ly a clone of Chang’e-3, 
which landed on the moon 
in 2013.

Named after the god-
dess of the moon in Chi-
nese legends, the first 
Chang’e spacecraft was 
launched in 2007 to verify 
China’s lunar probe tech-
nology, obtain lunar im-
ages and perform scientific 
surveys.

The Chang’e 2 fol-
lowed in 2010 to carry out 
high-definition imaging of 
the moon and investigate 
landing conditions for the 
Chang’e 3. 

Chang’e 3 landed on 
the moon in 2013. Chang’e 
3 released the first Chinese 
lunar rover, Yutu, on the 
moon. It worked there for 
around 1,000 days.

Bengaluru, Jan. 3 (IANS): India’s second Moon mission 
Chandrayaan-2 that was to be launched on Thursday 
with a lander and rover got delayed again, officials said 
on Thursday.

“The next launch date of Chandrayaan-2 has not 
been confirmed yet,” a spokesman of the state-run Indi-
an Space Research Organisation (ISRO) told IANS here.

This is the second time the space agency deferred 
the mission launch after it was put off first time in Octo-
ber for unspecified reasons.

Though ISRO Chairman K. Sivan told the media here 
earlier that they planned to launch Chandrayaan-2 on 
January 3, reason for the delay has not been made public 
yet. “The window to launch the Moon mission for land-
ing on its surface is, however, open till March,” Sivan told 
reporters earlier.

The Rs 800-crore Chandrayaan-2 mission comes a 
decade after the maiden mission Chandrayaan-1 was 
launched on October 22, 2008 from the country’s only 
spaceport at Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh, 90 km 
northeast of Chennai. The 3,890-kg Chandrayaan-2 
spacecraft, to be launched onboard the Geosynchro-
nous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) Mk-3, will orbit 
around the Moon to study its conditions and collect data 
of its topography, mineralogy and exosphere.

After reaching the 100-km lunar orbit, lander with 
rover will separate from the spacecraft and gradually 
descend to soft land on the Moon at a designated spot. 
The rover’s instruments will observe and study the lunar 
surface.

The lander has been named “Vikram” as a tribute 
to the pioneer of India’s space programme and former 
ISRO chairman (1963-71) Vikram Sarabhai.

India will be landing its rover on the Moon for the 
first time nearly 50 years after American astronaut Neil 
Armstrong stepped and walked on the eerie lunar sur-
face on July 20, 1969 as part of Apollo-11 mission.

While Chandrayaan-1 reached the lunar orbit on 
November 8, 2008, its impact probe crashed onto the 
Moon on November 14, 2008. The 675-kg spacecraft was 
lost on August 29, 2009 after orbiting at 100 km away 
from its surface and mapping its chemical, mineralogi-
cal and photo-geologic properties for over nine months.

Of the 11 scientific instruments on board Chan-
drayaan-1 from six nations, including India, one of them 
from the US space agency NASA discovered the pres-
ence of water on the Moon for the first time.

Incidentally, while India’s second voyage to Moon 
got delayed, China on early Thursday soft-landed its 
spacecraft Chang’e-4 on the far side of the lunar surface, 
which is away from facing earth.

When Chandrayaan-2’s rover lands on the Moon, 
India will be the fourth country in the world to achieve 
the feat after China in December 2013, the US in 1969 
and then Soviet Union in 1959.

Meanwhile, Israel, which also plans to launch its 
lunar mission in February, is in contest with India to 
be the fourth nation to land a spacecraft on the Moon.

San Francisco, Jan. 2 (IANS): Google 
Assistant has added a simple way to 
contribute to good causes by using 
your voice on all your smart devices, 
including smart speakers like the 
Home.

Ask Google to “make a donation” 
in the US and it will let you pick a 
monetary amount and charity (from 
a group of recommended organisa-
tions). So long as you’ve enabled 
payments in Assistant, a contribution 
could be just moments away, reports 
Engadget.

To begin with, the user has to say: 
“Ok Google, make a donation”, or “Hey 
Google, donate to charity” to initiate 

the contribution process. 
Google Assistant would then ask 

the user to name the organisation and 
suggest donating the average amount 
of $10, which users can customise or 
specify all such information at the 
beginning of the command.

“There are safeguards. On top of 
the payments requirement, you’ll still 
have to confirm a donation on your 
phone if you’ve used a smart speaker.

“That’s still faster than wading 
through a website, though, and it 
might be easier than making a dona-
tion through Google Play on Android 
phones (launched around the same 
time),” the report added.

New York, Jan. 3 (IANS): Be-
sides economic resources, 
parents’ autonomy in the 
workplace can help boost the 
health of their children, sug-
gests a research.

While it was long known 
that sick children can affect a 
company’s bottom line, less 
is known about the impact a 
parent’s work life has on their 
children’s health. 

The researchers, from the 
University of Houston in the 
US, looked at the so-called 
“self-regulatory resources”, 
or the amount of self-control 
parents bring to parenting, 
including the ability to act in a 
more reflective manner.

“If a parent has too many 
stressors, it reduces your 
self-control,” said Christiane 
Spitzmueller, Professor.

Parental self-control was 
linked to better health out-

comes for children. In other 
words, how we parent when 
we experience high levels of 
stress is probably fundamen-
tally different from how we 
parent when we are coping 
well.

“At lower levels of job 
autonomy,” the researchers 
wrote, “employees likely have 
to rely more on self-regulatory 
resources to compensate for 
the impact of limited control 
over one’s job on one’s per-
sonal life.” 

On the other hand, “at 
higher levels of job autonomy, 
freedom and more decision-
making opportunities are 
likely to motivate the person 
to engage; however, self-reg-
ulatory resources would be 
less needed.”

According to Spitzmuel-
ler, the key lies in the sense of 
control about their own work 

profiles. 
“If you can decide how 

you are going to do your job, 
rather than having that im-
posed on you, it is better for 
children,” Spitzmueller noted.

In the study, published in 
the Journal of Occupational 
Health Psychology, the team 
collected data from both par-
ents and children in Nigeria, 
targeting one group of low-
income families and a second 
group of more affluent fami-
lies.  While the low-income 
group included people living 
in dire poverty, she noted that 
their responses did not differ 
markedly from those of the 
wealthier group. 

The study found that eco-
nomic resources are not as 
much of a buffer, instead, 
feelings of autonomy in the 
workplace reduced the health 
problems for the children. 

New York, Jan. 2 (IANS): Staying 
in shape is no mean job as people 
often find that they quickly regain 
the weight that they had shed after a 
rigorous regime of dieting or exercise. 
Eating a diet low on carbohydrates 
may, however, help them maintain 
weight loss, new research has found.

This is because eating fewer car-
bohydrates increases the number of 
calories burned, said the study pub-
lished in the journal BMJ. 

For the study, the researchers 
from Boston Children’s Hospital 
in the US enrolled 234 overweight 
adults aged between 18 and 65 to 
an initial weight-loss diet for about 
10 weeks. 

Of these, 164 achieved the goal 
of losing 10 to 14 per cent of body 
weight.

The participants were then ran-

domised to follow high, moderate 
or low-carbohydrate diets for an 
additional 20 weeks with carbs com-
prising 60, 40 and 20 per cent of total 
calories, respectively. 

The results showed that over 
the 20 weeks, calories burned was 
significantly greater on the low-
carbohydrate diet versus the high-
carbohydrate diet. 

At the same average body weight, 
participants who consumed the 
low-carb diet burned about 250 kilo-
calories a day more than those on the 
high-carb diet.

“If this difference persists - and we 
saw no drop-off during the 20 weeks 
of our study - the effect would trans-
late into about a 20-pound weight 
loss after three years, with no change 
in calorie intake,” said Cara Ebbeling 
from Boston Children’s Hospital. 

London, Jan. 3 (IANS): Two 
machine learning mod-
els that are able to pre-
dict cancer symptoms as 
well as their severity could 
give doctors a head start in 
treating the second lead-
ing cause of death globally, 
suggests a study.

The models Support 
Vector Regression (SVR) 
and Non-linear Canonical 
Correlation Analysis by 
Neural Networks (n-CCA) 
are both able to accurately 
predict the severity of three 
common symptoms faced 
by cancer patients -- de-
pression, anxiety and sleep 
disturbance. 

All three symptoms are 
associated with severe re-
duction in cancer patients’ 
quality of life, said research-
ers from the University of 
Surrey in the UK.

“These exciting results 
show that there is an oppor-
tunity for machine learning 
techniques to make a real 
difference in the lives of 
people living with cancer,” 
said Payam Barnaghi, Pro-
fessor from the varsity. 

“They can help clini-
cians identify high-risk 
patients, help and sup-
port their symptom expe-
rience and preemptively 
plan a way to manage those 
symptoms and improve 
quality of life,” said Bar-

naghi. For the study, pub-
lished in the journal PLOS 
One, the team analysed ex-
isting data of the symptoms 
experienced by over 2,000 
cancer patients during the 
course of computed tom-
ography x-ray treatment.

They used different 
time periods during this 
data to test whether the 
machine learning algo-
rithms are able to accu-
rately predict when and if 
symptoms surfaced.

The team found that 
the actual reported symp-
toms were very close to 
those predicted by the ma-
chine learning methods.

While depression oc-
curred in up to 60 per cent 
of cancer patients, sleep 
disturbance was report-
ed in 30 to 50 per cent of 
patients. In addition, be-
tween 35 per cent and 53 
per cent of patients report-
ed anxiety during cancer 
treatment and 45 per cent 
experienced both these 
symptoms. 

These types of predic-
tive models can be used 
to identify high risk pa-
tients, educate them about 
their symptom experience, 
and improve the timing of 
preemptive and person-
alised symptom manage-
ment interventions, the 
researchers noted.

New York, Jan. 3 (IANS): Want to 
restore the level of antioxidants 
-- key to ward off heart disease 
and Type-2 diabetes -- that you 
lost due to high consumption 
of fat rich-food in the holiday 
season? Eating five to 10 servings 
of fruits and vegetables as well as 
nuts, seeds, and legumes daily 
may help.

A diet high in saturated fat 
results in chronic low-grade in-
flammation in the body that in 
turn leads to the development of 

metabolic syndrome -- a serious 
condition associated with cogni-
tive dysfunction and dementia 
as well as being a major risk fac-
tor for cardiovascular disease, 
fatty liver disease and Type-2 
diabetes.

For such patients, a higher 
intake of vitamin C is crucial to 
halt a potentially deadly cycle 
of antioxidant disruptions, the 
researchers said.

“What these findings are re-
ally saying to people as we move 

out of the rich-food holiday sea-
son and into January is eat your 
fruits and vegetables,” said Maret 
Traber, Professor at the Oregon 
State University in the US.

“Eat five to 10 servings a day 
and then you’ll get the fibre, 
you’ll get the vitamin C, and 
you’ll really protect your gut 
with all of those good things,” 
she added.

The findings, published in 
the journal Redox Biology, sug-
gest that metabolic syndrome 

can prompt imbalances in the 
gut microbiome, with impaired 
gut function contributing to tox-
ins in the bloodstream, resulting 
in vitamin C depletion, which 
subsequently impairs the traf-
ficking of vitamin E.

Antioxidants such as vi-
tamins C and E offer defence 
against the oxidative stress 
brought on by inflammation 
and the associated free radicals, 
unstable molecules that can 
damage the body’s cells.

“If there’s too much fat in the 
diet, it causes injury to the gut,” 
Traber said. 

“Bacterial cell walls can then 
leak from the gut and slip into 
circulation in the body, and 
they’re chased down by neu-
trophils (most abundant type of 
white blood cells).”

“The body is destroying its 
own protection because it got 
tricked by the gut dysbiosis into 
thinking there was a bacterial 
invasion,” Traber said. 

Washington, Jan. 3 (IANS): 
Scientists from NASA’s New 
Horizons mission have re-
leased the first detailed imag-
es of the most distant object 
ever explored -- the Kuiper 
Belt object nicknamed Ul-
tima Thule.

Its remarkable appear-
ance, unlike anything we’ve 
seen before, illuminates the 
processes that built the plan-
ets four and a half billion 
years ago, NASA said in a 
statement on Wednesday.

On January 1, the New 
Horizons spacecraft zipped 
past an ancient Kuiper Belt 
object nicknamed Ultima 
Thule, setting the record 

for flyby of the most distant 
planetary object in history.

“This flyby is a historic 
achievement,” said Alan 
Stern, New Horizons Prin-
cipal Investigator from the 
Southwest Research Institute 
in Colorado, US. 

“Never before has any 
spacecraft team tracked 
down such a small body at 
such high speed so far away 
in the abyss of space. New 
Horizons has set a new bar 
for state-of-the-art space-
craft navigation,” Stern add-
ed.

The new images taken 
from as close as 17,000 miles 
(27,000 kilometres) on ap-

proach revealed Ultima 
Thule as a “contact binary”, 
consisting of two connected 
spheres. 

According to NASA, end 
to end, the world measures 
19 miles (31 kilometres) in 
length. They dubbed the 
larger sphere “Ultima” (12 
miles/19 kilometres across) 
and the smaller sphere 
“Thule” (9 miles/14 kilome-
tres across).

The two spheres likely 
joined as early as 99 per cent 
of the way back to the forma-
tion of the solar system, col-
liding no faster than two cars 
in a fender-bender, NASA 
said.

Data from the New Year’s 
Day flyby will continue to 
arrive over the next weeks 
and months, with much 
higher resolution images yet 
to come.

Located 6.5 billion kilo-
metres from Earth, Ultima 
Thule means “beyond the 
known world”.

The New Horizons fly-
by of Ultima Thule could 
help scientists better un-
derstand what conditions 
were like when our solar 
system formed billions of 
years ago.

“New Horizons is like 
a time machine, taking us 
back to the birth of the so-

lar system. We are seeing a 
physical representation of 
the beginning of planetary 
formation, frozen in time,” 
said Jeff Moore, from the New 
Horizons team. 

“Studying Ultima Thule is 
helping us understand how 
planets form - both those in 
our own solar system and 
those orbiting other stars in 
our galaxy.” 

New Horizons’ extend-
ed mission also includes 
observations of more than 
two-dozen other Kuiper Belt 
objects, as well as measure-
ments of the plasma, gas 
and dust environment of the 
Kuiper Belt.

AP/PTI

In this photo provided Jan. 3, 2019, by China National Space Administration via Xinhua News Agency, the 
first image of the moon’s far side taken by China’s Chang’e-4 probe.  A Chinese spacecraft on Thursday, Jan. 
3,  made the first-ever landing on the far side of the moon, state media said. The lunar explorer Chang’e 4 
touched down at 10:26 a.m., China Central Television said in a brief announcement at the top of its noon 
news broadcast.
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Host village Khulazu Basa wait in line during the introductory 
session at the village's local ground on January 3.

Champions of the Eagle’s Trophy, Vanguard FC, pose for a group photo after the final match in K 
Station under Tseminyu sub-division on January 3.

MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu releasing the SASA magazine during the 
inaugural function of its 37th tournament in Sekrüzu under Phek 
district on January 3.

US’ Serena Williams plays a shot during the match against 
Britain’s Katie Boulter during the Hopman Cup tennis 
tournament, in Perth on January 3.

Manchester United's English striker Marcus Rashford scores his team's second goal against 
Newcastle during the English Premier League football match. 

India's Cheteshwar Pujara (right) celebrates with teammate Hanuma Vihari after making making 
100 runs against Australia during their cricket test match in Sydney on January 3.

AP/PTI

Pujara's century puts India 
in control of Sydney Test

Chokri area sports meet begins 

Sekrü area 37th sports 
meet underway

Osaka in Brisbane 
International semis

Man United register 4th straight win under new coach

Vanguard FC lifts 9th Eagles' Trophy

Serena Williams wins third singles match

Tenyiphe youth sports meet concludes

Sydney, Jan. 3 (IANS): 
Cheteshwar Pujara came up 
with a typically gritty cen-
tury as India posted 303/4 in 
their first innings at stumps 
on the opening day of the 
fourth cricket Test against 
Australia here on Thursday.

Pujara was batting on 
130 when the umpires de-
cided to call it a day. His 
250-ball stay in the middle 
was studded with 16 hits to 
the fence. Hanuma Vihari 
was batting on 39 at the 
other end.

For Australia, Josh Hazle-
wood was the most success-
ful bowler with figures of 
2/51. Fellow pacer Mitchell 
Starc and off-spinner Na-
than Lyon bagged a wicket 
each.

India are 2-1 up in the 
four-Test series.

It was steady batting by 
Pujara and Mayank Agarwal 
which harassed the Austra-
lian bowlers and the duo 
were involved in a crucial 
116-run partnership for the 
second wicket. 

Opting to bat, the visitors 
dominated the first session 
of the day as Agarwal and 
Pujara added 59 runs for the 
second wicket after losing 
out-of-form Lokesh Rahul 
cheaply. 

India received a jolt very 
early as pacer Josh Hazle-
wood drew first blood for 
Australia, dismissing Rahul 
in the very second over of the 
day. A good length delivery 
outside the off-stump got a 
thick outside edge from Ra-
hul's bat and went straight 
into the hands of Shaun 
Marsh at first slip with In-
dia's score reading 10 runs.

Kohima, Jan. 3 (EMN): The 
49th Chokri area games and 
sports association (CAG-
SA) meet began at Khulazu 
Basa village's local ground 
on January 3 on the theme 
'friendship and progress.'

The event was conduct-
ed with an aim to produce 
young talents and to train 
them professionally. All the 
eleven villages under Chokri 
area arrived on Thursday 
at the host village Khulazu 
Basa for the ten days games 
and sports meet.  

Addressing the inau-
gural function, president 
of Khulazu Basa youth or-
ganisation, Sekhoyi Chuzho, 
advised the delegates to 
abstain from intoxicating 
substances. He informed 
that such activities would be 
strictly prohibited through-
out the event and warned 
that defaulters would in-
vite penalty from the vil-
lage authorities. Further, he 
requested the delegates to 

However, Agarwal and 
Pujara then played sensibly 
to deny the hosts any further 
inroads and helped the visi-
tors reach 69/1 when lunch 

was taken.
Pujara and Agarwal 

continued to play sensibly 
in the post-lunch session, 
taking their side past the 

100-run mark in 30.1 overs. 
Off-spinner Nathyan Lyon 
gave the hosts some respite 
after breaking the well-set-
tled partnership when he 

dismissed Agarwal on his 
individual score of 77 runs.

Agarwal miscued a de-
livery while trying to clear 
the fence and was easily 
caught by Mitchel Starc at 
the long-on boundary. The 
opener's knock came off 112 
deliveries and was decorated 
with seven boundaries and a 
couple of sixes.

Agarwal's fall saw skip-
per Virat Kohli join Pujara 
in the middle and the duo 
added a quick 51 runs for the 
third wicket as India reached 
a healthy 177/2 at the tea 
break.

Kohli (23) however, 
wasn't able to spend much 
time at the wicket as a short 
of length delivery from Ha-
zlewood kissed his gloves 
before landing safely in 
wicketkeeper Tim Paine's 
gloves in the very first over 
after the break.

Ajinkya Rahane then 
joined Pujara but failed to 
make an impression after 
falling cheaply on 18 runs 
with India's scorecard read-
ing 228/4. 

However, Pujara con-
tinued to perfectly time his 
shots at the other end and 
steadied India's innings with 
some beautiful and some-
times stunning strokeplay 
to notch up his ton off 199 
delivery. Pujara smashed 
13 boundaries enroute to 
the 18th Test century of his 
career.

Rahane's fall saw Vihari 
join the centurion in the 
middle and the duo suc-
cessfully added 75 runs for 
the fifth wicket in 19.5 overs 
before stumps were drawn 
for the first day.

maintain and follow strict 
discipline as sportsperson. 

Chairman of Khulazu 
Basa Baptist Church coun-
cil, Mehükhüyi Rhakho, in 
his welcome address, en-
couraged the players to have 
confidence in themselves 
and give their best in which-
ever games they chose to 
play. 

Singer and songwriter 
Vecülü Rhakho presented 
her first single debut 'The 

story I know,' which was re-
leased last year, while sing-
er-rapper and songwriter 
Cüsüyi Rhakho popularly 
known as Chusi Rhakho, 
who also won the best Na-
galand Music Award in 
the genre of hip-hop 2017, 
also presented his original 
'Blessing' at the event. Also, 
Sekholü and Kezhothito 
along with the choir treated 
the gathering with theme 
song for CAGSA.

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): Defending cham-
pions Vanguard FC from Tseminyu won the 
9th Eagles’ Trophy by defeating Ehunnu and 
Yikhanu students’ union by 4-1 in the final 
match played at KSU ground, K Station, on 
January 3.

The 9th Eagles' Trophy, organised by 
Eagles' Club, K Station, commenced on 
December 27.

E&YSU took the lead in the first-half 
through a penalty converted by Philip Kath 
but Vanguard FC came back stronger in the 
second half wherein the team captain Ny-
ithong Magh, Yhunshalo Kemp, Sinlo Kent 
and Ntsenlo Semp scored one goal each 
to make it 4-1 to claim the trophy for the 
second time.

The champions walked away with the 
trophy, cash prize of INR 30,000 and cer-
tificates, while the runners-up was awarded 
cash prize of INR 20,000 and certificates. 

Captain Nyithong Magh of Vanguard FC 
was awarded the ‘Man of the final match’ as 
well as ‘Player of the tournament awards.’ 
Vanguard Sinlo Kent was awarded the high-
est scorer of the tournament (nine goals), 
while E&YSU's Alfred Kath was awarded the 
best goalkeeper.

Mosenlo Apon, commander of 4th NAP 
B Coy, Tseminyu, was the match patron of 
the final match. Altogether, 15 teams par-
ticipated in the 9th edition of the Eagles' 
Trophy. The next edition would be played 
in 2020.

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): The 
37th tournament of Sekrü-
zu area sports association 
(SASA) got underway at 
Sekrüzu under Phek district 
on January 3.

Gracing the inaugural 
function, MLA Kuzholu-
zo Nienu said involving in 
sporting activities help drive 
away negative energies and 
installed positive energies 
like self discipline, patience 
and tolerance. It also helps 
shape a person to be more 
confident mentally and 
physically, he said.

Terming sports meet 
is a time to test the skills, 
strength, teamwork, abil-
ity and commitment, Azo 
stated that the team pos-
sessing all those require-
ments would emerge as a 
sure winner.

Extending New Year 
greetings, Azo said that with 
the dawning of a new year, 
one should endeavour for 
a better, peaceful and pros-
perous life ahead. He said 
it is far better to remember 
good memories and cherish 
them rather than filling the 

year's dairy with the feelings 
of ill deeds and thoughts 
which could have far reach-
ing regrets and consequenc-
es in the near future.

Azo also released SASA 
magazine 2019 to com-
memorate its 37th tourna-
ment.

SASA president, Veshosa 
Keyho, delivered the pres-
idential address. He also 
requested the MLA to con-
struct a rostrum at Sekriizu 
headquarters.

Eight villages and one 
town under SASA including 
Dzulha, Khütsa, Phühgi, 
Ruzazho, New Ruzazho, 
Suthozu old, Suthozu new, 
Thürütsüswu and Sekruzu 
town are participating in the 
sports meet.

SASA former president, 
Besüpra Swüro and Dzülha 
village council chairman, 
Mudonyi Shijo, also spoke 
on the occasion.

The tournament is being 
hosted by Dzülhami youth 
association. The tourna-
ment would include foot-
ball, volleyball, basketball, 
track and field events etc.

London, Jan. 3 (IANS): 
Manchester United defeat-
ed Newcastle United 2-0 in 
an English Premier League 
(EPL) clash here to post 
their fourth straight victory 
since Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
replaced Jose Mourinho as 
coach.

The former EPL cham-
pions have outscored their 
opponents 14-3 with for-
mer Man United star Sol-
skjaer at the helm.

With 38 points from 21 
matches, Man United are 
sixth in the EPL, 6 points 
out of the top four.

Newcastle contained 
the talent laden visiting 
side for more than an hour 
at St. James' Park here on 
Wednesday, conceding 
only in the 64th minute, 

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): The 45th annual 
sports meet of Tenyiphe youth organisation 
(TYO) concluded on December 31, wherein 
out of five khels - A, B, C, D and E khel, A and 
D khels shared the overall champions. 

The sports meet began on December 
27 with Vekhosa Chakhesang, senior super-
intendent of police, Kohima, as the special 
guest at the opening ceremony. Rünavilhou 
Kin, vice president of Chakhroma public or-
ganisation (CPO), who is also the president 
of Chumoukedima circle CPO and chair-
man of Tenyiphe II village council, was the 

special guest of the closing ceremony on 
December 31.

The five-day sports meet included foot-
ball for men, women and under 14 boys; 
volleyball for men, women and veterans 
and tug of war for women. Altogether 16 
teams for football, 24 teams for volleyball 
and 3 teams for tug of war participated in 
the sports meet.

Meanwhile, TYO informed all well wish-
ers that the proposed raffle draw scheduled 
on December 31 has been postponed to 
January 26.

Brisbane, Jan. 3 (IANS): 
Japan's Naomi Osaka on 
Thursday defeated Anasta-
sija Sevastova of Latvia 3-6, 
6-0, 6-4 in the quarterfinals 
of the Brisbane Interna-
tional.

The US Open champion 
defeated her rival to reach 
the tournament's semifi-
nals for the first time in her 
career in an hour and 31 
minutes, reports Efe news.

"In the first set, I was re-
ally nervous and I feel like I 
was making a lot of unforced 
errors. That was probably 
the biggest reason why I lost 
it, but she is a really amazing 
player and it is always great 

to play her," the 21-year-old 
said, according to the WTA 
website.

"I was just trying to stay 
calm and tell myself that 
she is one of the best play-
ers in the world. I just had 
to stay in there and find my 
chances, just trying to roll 
with it," she added.

Before their Brisbane 
International match, the 
world No.5 played against 
Sevastova twice and was 
beaten on both occasions.

Osaka will square off 
against the winner of the 
match between Ukraine's 
Lesia Tsurenko and Esto-
nia's Anett Kontaveit next.

Perth, Jan. 3 (PTI): Serena 
Williams stepped up her 
Australian Open prepara-
tions with a straight-sets 
victory over Britain’s Katie 
Boulter on Thursday to com-
plete an unbeaten Hopman 
Cup campaign in singles.

Williams cooled off after 
a strong start but prevailed 
with a 6-1, 7-6 (2) victory in 
78 minutes to level the tie 
between the United States 
and Britain in Group B.

Britain, however, won 
the tie when Boulter and 
playing partner Cameron 
Norrie had a comeback 3-4 
(2), 4-3 (4), 4-1 victory over 
Williams and Frances Tiafoe 
in the mixed doubles.

The 37-year-old Wil-
liams’ hopes for a record 

when Romelu Lukaku 
scored on his first touch 
after entering the game as 

a sub.
Marcus Rashford got 

an insurance goal with 10 

minutes left courtesy of a 
great pass by Alexis San-
chez and the visitors came 

away with all three points.
Newcastle, with 18 

points, sit just 2 points 
above the drop zone.

In other action, Bour-
nemouth and Watford 
combined for six goals in 
the first half to end 3-3.

The visitors led 2-0 after 
27 minutes on a brace by 
captain Troy Deeney, but 
Bournemouth were level 
10 minutes later with goals 
from Nathan Ake and Cal-
lum Wilson.

Ken Sema reclaimed 
the advantage for Watford 
in the 38th minute only to 
see Ryan Fraser scored a 
third goal for the home side 
in the 40th.

The outcome boosted 
Watford to the eighth place 
with 29 points, while Bour-

nemouth remain in the 
12th spot on 27 points.

West Ham United and 
Brighton & Hove Albion 
likewise drew, though all 
four goals in their contest 
came in the second half at 
London Stadium.

Brighton claimed a 2-0 
lead with goals in the 56th 
and 58th minutes by Dale 
Stephens and Shane Duffy, 
respectively, both off of 
corner kicks.

Marko Arnautovic an-
swered for the Hammers in 
the 66th minute and added 
a second goal two minutes 
later.

The draw was enough 
to lift West Ham into the 
top half of the table with 28 
points. Brighton, who have 
26 points, are 13th.

third Hopman Cup title end-
ed when the United States 
were eliminated after losses 
to Greece and Roger Feder-
er-led Switzerland.

Hosts Australia and tour-
nament favorites Germany 

will battle for a place in the 
decider in Group A action 
on Friday.

Williams slowly built 
momentum in her first tour-
nament back since the U.S. 
Open Final in September as 

she eyes a record-equaling 
24th Grand Slam singles title 
in Melbourne.

A sluggish Williams start-
ed slowly in victories over 
Maria Sakkari and Belinda 
Bencic, but breezed through 
the first set against a belea-
guered Boulter in just 24 
minutes.

Williams found her 
groove through an array 
of powerful forehand win-
ners to overwhelm the 97th-
ranked British player.

The one-sided contest 
took a surprising turn when 
Boulter broke Williams early 
in the second set but she was 
unable to consolidate on 
serve. Williams was made to 
work before putting the foot 
down in the tiebreak.


