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Tourists enjoy horse ride during fresh snowfall at Gagangir in Ganderbal district of central Kashmir, 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019. Kashmir received its first snowfall of the New Year, breaking a month-long 
dry spell in the Valley.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 2: There is no res-
pite for around 45 north-eastern 
youths, who were arrested last 
month in connection with a call 
centre scam operating in Noida, 
as they have not got bail.

The Noida police arrested 126 
people from a fake call centre in 
Noida’s sector 63 in Uttar Pradesh 
on Dec. 21. Several computer 
systems were also seized during 
the raid. 

A reliable source told Eastern 

Mirror that about 45 out of the 
total 126 persons arrested dur-
ing the raid last month are from 
Northeast India and that bail 
was set at INR 50,000 per head as 
surety bond.

“Once the case proceeds after 
the bail, the agent might demand 
more money but as of now, the 
priority is to bail the arrested per-
sons,” said the source known to 
one of the accused in Luksar jail.

The source claimed that the 
police and law enforcing agencies 
have not arrested three employers 
of the fake company as they are 
influential people. “That is what 
we are afraid of at this point of 
time, as the employers are still not 
caught though it has been almost 
two weeks (since the office was 
raided),” said the source, adding 
that the company was earning in 

terms of crores per month.
The source went on to claim 

that the employers would bring 
licensed guns to the office and 
had bodyguards at most times. 

When asked how the infor-
mation was obtained, the source 
claimed that a roommate of one 
of the accused had divulged all the 
details. “One accused has a room-
mate, and it seems after work the 
accused would share these infor-
mation and other happenings at 
work place.”

The source went on to say that 
most of the arrested Northeast 
youth were from “low income” 
families, which will make it dif-
ficult for the family members to 
hire lawyers.

Thomas Thailu, OSD to Naga-
land state’s Planning and Coordi-
nation department, told Eastern 

Mirror that a meeting was held on 
Dec. 26 with the Deputy Resident 
Commissioner (DRC).

“We did not suggest any law-
yer or advocate to the families of 
the jailed; it depends solely on the 
family members who they want to 
hire as an advocate,” said Thailu. 

When asked if the bail was set 
at INR 50,000 per head as surety 
bond as claimed by our source, 
Thailu said he had no such in-
formation. “We are only here to 
facilitate and make sure that the 
welfare of the youth is in good 
hands,” he informed.

He informed that out of the 
126 arrested, 118 are males, 8 are 
females and about 35 are Nagas.

“We hope justice for the ar-
rested youths come soon and the 
masterminds are arrested at the 
earliest,” he stated.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Jan. 2 (EMN): More 
than 24 social organisa-
tions have demanded Chief 
Executive Member (CEM) 
of Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC), Tu-
liram Ronghang to frame 
the rules and acts of the 
council before the Town 
Committee elections, fail-
ing which a 12-hour bandh 
would be imposed in Karbi 
Anglong on the polling day, 
Jan. 8.

The Town Committee 
elections for Karbi Anglong 
and West Karbi Anglong 
districts of Assam will be 
held on Jan. 8 and the re-

sults will be declared on 
Jan. 10.

The convenor of the 
social organisations Ratan 
Terang told reporters at 
the Karbi Anglong district 
Press Club office earlier this 
week that ‘it is very unfor-
tunate that CEM Tuliram 
Ronghang-led KAAC has 
exceeded the deadline of 
six months as per the order 
of the Gauhati High Court 
to frame new rules of the 
council under Paragraph 
2 (7) and Paragraph 20 of 
the Sixth Schedule of the 
constitution.’  

The Court on July 13, 
2018 had directed the 

KAAC to frame new rules 
and acts saying that the ex-
isting Assam Autonomous 
District (Constitution of 
District Councils) Rules, 
1951 have become “abso-
lute.” The six-month time 
frame will expire on Janu-
ary 13, 2019. 

Terang stated the KAAC 
is not only dishonouring 
itself but also disobeying 
the High Court order by not 
framing new rules.

“The Mikir Hills Dis-
trict (Administration of 
Town Committee) Act 
1954 and the Mikir Hills 
District (Constitution of 
Town Committee) Rules, 

1958 were not enacted with 
the constitutional powers 
conferred by Clause (a) of 
Paragraph 2 Sub-Paragraph 
7, Clause (e) Paragraph 3 
and Paragraph 20 of Sixth 
Schedule. Also, these two 
Acts have given certain 
definition under the ob-
solete Assam Autonomous 
Districts (Constitution of 
District Councils) Ruels 
1951 and Sections 5 Clause 
3 and 4 of the Act of 1954 
empower KAAC to utilize 
Assam Municipal Act, 1923 
which KAAC has not yet 
adopted,” said Terang.

“We demand that the 
Town Committee elections 

should be withdrawn un-
til new rules are framed 
and electoral rolls are pre-
pared. Failing to do so by 
the KAAC authority, over 24 
organisations will call for 
a 12-hour Karbi Anglong 
bandh on Jan. 8 next on the 
polling day of Town Com-
mittee election,” added 
Terang.

He also expressed dis-
satisfaction over KAAC not 
making mandatory for the 
intending candidates of 
the Town Committee elec-
tions to produce Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) certificate, say-
ing that it is against the very 
spirit of the Sixth Schedule.

Khliehriat/Shillong (Meg-
halaya), Jan. 2 (IANS): The 
families of the trapped 
miners inside a flooded 
coal pit for 21 days now in 
Meghalaya on Wednesday 
said they are giving up on 
them being alive even as 
rescuers struggle to dewa-
ter the pit.

"We have lost all hope 
to see him alive again. I 
just wish they retrieve the 
bodies of my sons so that 
we can solemnly perform 
their last rites and pray 
for them," said Krishna 
Limbu, the brother-in-law 
Assh Bahadur Limbu, who 
is among those trapped in 
the mine.

Assh, 21, a native of As-
sam's Karbi Anglong dis-
trict, is one of at least 15 
miners trapped inside the 
flooded illegal coalmine at 
Ksan village in East Jaintia 
Hills district since Decem-
ber 13.

"It is only God's wish, 
if he still wishes them to 
be alive. It is 21 days now 
and the water level in the 
pit is not receding despite 
Odisha fire services person-
nel pumping out the water 
since yesterday (Monday)," 
he told IANS.

"Like the other family 
members of those trapped 
miners, I too have lost all 
hope," says Krishna, sob-
bing.

Rescue Operations 
spokesperson, Reginald 

Susngi, said that Odisha 
firefighters have drained 
out 7.20 lakh litres of water 
in six hours on Wednesday 
from an old shaft near the 
main one, where the min-
ers are trapped. 

He said the water level 
in the old shaft has receded 
by one feet and 4 inches. 
"However, the water level in 
the main shaft will be deter-
mined only after the Indian 
Navy divers measure the 
water level," Sunsgi said.

On Monday, Indian 
Navy divers had located 
a wooden structure, coal 
lying beneath and one rat 
hole with coal at its mouth 
inside the flooded mine. 
They had requested for de-
watering the flooded mine 
so that the divers could dive 
to the bottom of the 370-ft-
coal pit.

A high-capacity sub-
mersible pump of Coal In-
dia Limited that can pump 
out 500 gallon of water per 
minute has arrived at the 
site and is ready to dewater 
the old shaft on Thursday.

India's leading pump 
manufacturer, Kriloskar 
Brothers Limited (KBL), 
which was roped in by 
Thailand government in 
rescuing 12 young Thai 
footballers and their coach 
from a flooded cave, has 
joined in with four special-
ized high-capacity dewa-
tering pumps.

" O u r  s p e c i a l i s e d 

high-capacity dewatering 
pumps reached the site. 
Installation works are on," 
KBL's Project manager, N. 
Mahapatra told IANS.

Describing the rescue 
operation as "very slow", 
mining expert and award-
winning rescuer Jaswant 
Singh Gill on Wednesday 
said, "There is no coordi-
nation at all. Safety of the 
human lives is most im-
portant. In this kind of an 
emergency situation, we 
expect they should work 
like a machine and syn-
chronise like a machine."

"They need to get 
the mining map to know 
from where the water has 
entered the coalmine ... 
there are many aban-
doned flooded coalmines 
and those boys (trapped 
miners) have punctured 
into the wall of another 
abandoned mine," Gill told 
IANS.

The accident inside the 
illegal coal pit on Decem-
ber 13 was of significance, 
especially because the 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) had ordered an in-
terim ban on "rat-hole" 
coal mining in the state ef-
fective April 17, 2014.

Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma had promised that 
"appropriate action will be 
taken at appropriate time 
against the people who 
are involved in the illegal 
mining."

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): Twen-
ty four Lok Sabha members be-
longing to All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) 
were on Wednesday suspended for 
five consecutive sittings by Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan for their "unruly 
behaviour" by storming near the 
podium, tearing papers and throw-
ing them towards the Chair.

The AIADMK members were 
protesting against the proposal 
for a dam across Cauvery river in 
Karnataka.

When the House was to take 
up a discussion on the Rafale deal 
in the post lunch session after a 
few adjournments, the AIADMK 
members, who have been protest-
ing since the start of the session on 
the Mekedatu dam issue, trooped 
near the Speaker's podium and 
started sloganeering.

Within seconds, some of the 
protesting members tore some 
papers and threw these towards 
the Chair. Mahajan warned the 
members that she will name them. 
As they did not relent, she then 
began reading out the names of 
the members who had disrupted 

the House session.
"All of them stand suspended 

for five consecutive sittings of 
the House," she said and then 
adjourned the House for the day.

The suspended members 
are K. Ashok Kumar, R.K. Bhar-
athimohan, M. Chandrakasi, G. 
Hari, Jayakumar Jayavardhan, K. 
Parasuraman, K. Kamaraj, P. Ku-
mar, M. Vasanthi, C. Mahendran, 
K. Maragatham, P. Nagarajan, 
R. Parthipan, K. R. P. Prabaka-
ran, A. Anwhar Raajhaa, T. Rad-
hakrishnan, S. Rajendran, V. Sathy-
abama, S. Selvakumarachinnayan, 
P. R. Sundaram, T.G. Venkatesh 
Babu, M. Udhayakumar, V. Eluma-
lai and R. Vanaroja.

Later, the suspended AIADMK 
members took out a procession 
within the Parliament complex 
shouting slogans against the gov-
ernment. 

Deputy Speaker M. Thambi-
durai, who belongs to AIADMK, 
said they have cast no aspersions 
on the Speaker but have reserva-
tions against the NDA govern-
ment as it had done nothing for 
Tamil Nadu.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (PTI): Paving the 
way for the first ever-three way 
merger of public sector lenders, the 
Cabinet on Wednesday approved 
amalgamation of Dena Bank and 
Vijaya Bank with Bank of Baroda 
(BoB) that would create the coun-
try's third largest lender.

Law Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad said there would be no re-
trenchment of employees and that 
their services conditions would also 
not be affected post merger. The 
boards of the three banks have also 
cleared the share-swap ratio for the 
proposed amalgamation.

As per the Scheme of Amal-
gamation announced by Bank of 
Baroda, shareholders of Vijaya Bank 
would get 402 equity shares of BoB 
for every 1,000 shares held in the 
bank. In case of Dena Bank, the 
shareholders would get 110 shares 
of BoB for every 1,000 shares owned 
in the bank.

The scheme would come into 
force on April 1, 2019.

At a media briefing, Prasad said 
the Cabinet has approved the amal-
gamation of Dena Bank and Vijaya 
Bank with BoB.

"There will be no impact on the 
service conditions of the employees 
and there will be no retrenchment 
following the merger," Prasad said.

He also said that the amalga-
mation would help create a strong 
globally competitive bank with 
economies of scale and enable re-
alisation of wide-ranging synergies.

The amalgamation would be 
the first-ever three-way consoli-
dation of banks in India, with a 
combined business of INR 14.82 
lakh crore, making it the third larg-
est bank after SBI and ICICI Bank. 
The merger would also create the 
second largest public sector bank. 
Post this merger, the number of 
PSU banks will come down to 18.

"Leveraging of networks, low-
cost deposits and subsidiaries of 
the three banks has the potential 
of yielding significant synergies," 
Prasad said.

It would position the consoli-
dated entity for substantial rise 
in customer base, market reach, 
operational efficiency, wider bou-
quet of products and services, and 
improved access for customers, he 
added.

The Scheme of Amalgamation 
would be laid before the Parliament 
for 30 days for the perusal of the 
members. Sources said the scheme 
would be laid before the Parliament 
before the end of the Winter Ses-
sion, which is to end on Jan. 8.

In September 2018, the Alterna-
tive Mechanism headed by Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley gave in-prin-
ciple approval for the merger of the 
three banks with a view to creating 
a global-sized lender.

Last year, Financial Services 
Secretary Rajiv Kumar said em-
ployees of the merged entity would 
enjoy best of service conditions and 
no employees would face a service 
condition which is in any way ad-
verse in nature. The brand identity 
would also be protected.

Kumar had also said that the 
individual strengths of the three 
banks would translate into advan-
tages in terms of market reach, 
operational efficiencies and the 
ability to support a wider offering 
of product and services.

The government has already 
committed capital support for the 
merged entity, which is projected 

to have a net NPA ratio of 5.71 per 
cent. This would be much lower 
than that the average ratio of 12.13 
per cent for public sector banks.

Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) 
would be better at 67.5 per cent 
against the average of 63.7 per cent. 
For the merged entity, the cost to 
income ratio would be 48.94 per cent 
whereas the average for public sec-
tor lenders is 53.92 per cent. Capital 
Adequacy Ratio (CAR) at 12.25 per 
cent would be significantly above the 
regulatory norm of 10.87 per cent.

The amalgamated banks would 
have access to a wider talent pool 
and a large database that may be 
leveraged through analytics for com-
petitive advantage in a rapidly digi-
talising banking context, Prasad said.

On the BSE, shares of BoB closed 
at INR 119.40, down 3.16 per cent. 
Shares of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank 
ended the day almost flat at INR 
51.05 and INR 17.95, respectively.

In 2017, SBI merged five of 
its subsidiary banks with itself 
and also took over Bharatiya Ma-
hila Bank. This catapulted the state-
owned bank into the league of top 
50 global lenders.

No bail for Northeast youths

Karbi Anglong groups threaten with bandh on polling day

Families of trapped miners 
in Meghalaya lose hope 

Lok Sabha Speaker suspends 24 AIADMK members 
RS members defy Chair's order to withdraw

Cabinet approves merger of Dena Bank, Vijaya Bank with Bank of Baroda

Valverde uncertain about his 
future with Barcelona  |  P11
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The Rajya Sabha was on 
Wednesday adjourned for the 
day amid sloganeering by agi-
tating AIADMK and DMK mem-
bers who, in a very unusual 
move, defied Chair's orders to 
withdraw from the House and 
stayed put near the podium in 
the post-lunch sitting.

Chairman M. Venkaiah 
Naidu — after his appeals to 
restore order failed on deaf 
ears and the House had already 
been adjourned several times — 
named the agitating members 
and asked to withdraw from the 
House for the day under Rule 256 
of the proceedings of the House.

"You are forcing me to take 
action. I am forced to take the 
names of following members," 
Naidu said as he named A. 
Navaneethakrishnan, Muthu-
karuppan, Gokulakrishnan, 
Vijila Sathyanath, A. Selvaraj, 
R. Lakshmanan, S.R. Balasub-
ramoniyan and V. Vijayakumar 

of AIADMK, and R.S. Bharathi, 
Tiruchi Siva, Kanimozhi and 
T.K.S. Elangovan of DMK.

"I suggest to all these mem-
bers to immediately withdraw 
from the House as per the tra-
ditions and customs of the 
House," he said as he adjourned 
the House for 15 minutes.

However, as the House reas-
sembled at 2.28 pm, the named 
members had not withdrawn 
and continued shouting slo-
gans near the Chair's podium. 
The MPs from Tamil Nadu have 
been protesting against the 
proposed Mekedatu dam in 
Karnataka on Cauvery river.

Deputy Chairman Harivan-
sh, who was in the Chair, asked 
the MPs named by Naidu to 
"kindly withdraw" from the 
House, but they did not heed 
the advice. Harivansh then 
adjourned the House till 3 p.m.

As the House reassembled 
at 3 pm the scene was no dif-

ferent and the AIADMK and 
DMK members were shouting 
slogans more loudly.

MoS Parliamentary Affairs 
Vijay Goel said that Union Wa-
ter Resources Minister Nitin 
Gadkari had proposed to make 
a statement in the House over 
Mekedatu dam but the agitat-
ing members were not ready to 
listen to him.

"It was a statement that 
would have satisfied all the 
members but some of the MPs 
did not let Gadkariji speak. The 
government is ready to discuss 
all issues in Parliament," Goel 
said.

Amid the continued din, 
the Chair adjourned the House 
for the day.

Earlier, Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh moved a Res-
olution for Rajya Sabha to ratify 
the proclamation of President's 
Rule in Jammu and Kashmir 
on December 19, 2018 under 

Article 356 of the Constitution.
Rajnath Singh made a small 

statement on the matter amid 
the din, but no discussion on 
the proposal could take place. 
Leader of Opposition Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad, who hails from 
Kashmir, stood up to speak on 
the matter but could not do so 
owing to the noise.

In the morning, too, the 
upper House was repeatedly 
adjourned amid sloganeering 
by AIADMK members.

Chairman Naidu tried to 
go ahead with the Zero Hour 
but the din continued. He then 
adjourned the House for 15 
minutes.

When the House met at 
11.40 am, it had to be adjourned 
again till noon.

Again, as the Question Hour 
began at 12, the agitating MPs 
refused to relent and continued 
shouting slogans. The Chair then 
adjourned the House till 2 pm.

Employers would 
bring licensed guns 
to the office and 
had bodyguards at 
most times
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Youth asked to work for uplift of society

Ahthibung residents pay homage to 
departed souls on Remembrance Day 

Assam Rifles continues with civic action programmes NPCC conveys New 
Year’s greetings

Farmers trained to improve economy 

Kohima youth organises concert 

Parishioners watch as an effigy of the ‘Old Man’ goes up in flames on New Year’s eve at St. Francis 
de Sales (SFS) parish in Kohima. Made of hay and clothed commonly referred to as “Mr Old Man,” 
he represents all the sorrows of the year gone by that are to be burned away before the beginning 
of New Year.

WEATHER REPORT (JAN 2)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 24.2 13.2 14.3 90 NIL

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA - - - - -

ZBT - - - - -

MON - - - - -

TUENSANG 15.2 9 4.9 51 NIL

MKG 16.2 9 8.1 54 NIL

PHEK 14.6 4 4 63 NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 18.5 6.5 4.9 51 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 19 5 6.1 49 NIL

JALUKIE 19 9 10.8 80 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 22.4 13.2 12.3 62 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NSUB alumni convenes meeting
Alumni of the Naga Students’ Union Bangalore (NSUB) 
has invited all its members and former executive mem-
bers to the first alumni meeting scheduled on January 
4 at Hotel Saramati, Dimapur, at 1 pm. The meeting 
has been convened in connection with its forthcoming 
golden jubilee celebration. All concerned members are 
requested to contact Dr. Kaholi Zhimomi on phone no. 
+919945486170 and Wapangla Imchen on phone no. +91 
9612583833 for further information.

PGC alumni holds annual meet
Alumni association of Pfutsero Government College 
(PGC) has organised its annual day on December 6 in 
the college’s auditorium with Chandani Singsit, HOD of 
English department, as a guest speaker. Speaking on the 
importance of alumni association, she said they are the 
ambassadors of the institution. She also called upon the 
members to remain strong and be positive in their life. 
She further urged the alumni to maintain a strong rela-
tion as they are the reflection of the past, representation 
of the present and link to the future. The programme 
was chaired by MuziVadeo. During the business hour, 
the association elected new team of office bearers with 
Reka Mero as its president.

NNC mourns demise of official
Zelingrong region of the Naga National Council (NNC), 
parent body, has mourned the demise of its command-
ing officer, Lt. Col. Huraipi Kalengta. In a condolence 
message, the region has appreciated Huraipi Kalengta for 
his contributions towards the Naga cause till his death. 
It stated that his contribution would be remembered by 
the Nagas for ages come. Meanwhile, the Zeliangrong 
region has conveyed condolence to the bereaved family 
members and prayed for the eternal rest of the departed 
soul. 

Unity College organises   
counselling programme
Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of the Unity Col-
lege has organised career guidance and counselling ses-
sion on December 7 in the college’s auditorium. Angam 
Niumai, assistant professor of Fashion Management 
Studies from National Institute of Fashion Technology, 
Shillong, was the resource person. He spoke on the scope 
of taking up fashion technology and the wide avenues 
offered by the industry. The college has thanked the re-
source person for taking time to encourage and motivate 
the students.

State attends BJP minority 
coordination meeting
Representatives from the minority wing of the state BJP 
attended the coordination meeting of north east BJP 
minority morcha held on December 20 BJP office in 
Gauhati, Assam. Abdul Rasheed Ansari, national presi-
dent of BJP minority morcha; SM Akram, national gen-
eral secretary of BJP minority morcha; and all the state 
presidents and general secretaries of northeast minority 
morcha attended the meeting. President of Nagaland 
BJP minority morcha Rajiv Jha and the general secretary 
Pintu M Ghosh also attended the meeting.

Akhoya community fetes achiever
Akhoya Senso Telongjem Mokokchung (ASTM) has 
congratulated Jonathan Rongsen, son of Rev. Prof. M 
Rongsen of Akhoya village, for leading the state team 
as captain at the ongoing Ranji trophy.  The union also 
congratulated him for being the first Naga to score a 
century in first class cricket in the match played against 
Bihar.  ASTM, in a press release issued by its president, 
has thanked him for bringing laurels to the state and the 
village in particular. It further wished him success in all 
his future endeavours.

NEWS IN BRIEFPlayers and officials pose for lens with the special invitee Dzuvi-u Zhunyu during the 44th Kiruphema Youth Organisation (KYO) sports meet cum Youth Day at Kiruphema local ground on January 2.
EM Images

Residents of Ahthibung sub-division paying homage to the departed souls of the occasion of Remem-
brance Day held in Ahthibung town on December 31.

Technicolors performing at the “Live Musical Jam” organised by the New Market Youth Organisation, 
Kohima, on December 31.

(Left-Right) Section of the students from Modern Academy attending the motivational lecture conducted by the Assam Rifles on January 2 in Kohima. Students of Trinity High 
School attending the lecture on ‘Education for progression’ in Kiphire town on January 2.

Biding adieu 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Jan. 2 (EMN): President of 
Western Angami Public Organisa-
tion (WAPO), Dzuvi-u Zhunyu has 
urged the youth to be disciplined 
and utilise their talents for the up-
lift of the society as a whole.

Zhunyu said this while ad-
dressing the 44th Kiruphema 
Youth Organisation (KYO) sports 
meet cum Youth Day held at Kiru-
phema local ground comprising of 
seven different age groups as the 
special invitee.

Stating that the tournament 
was observed with the objective 
to promote young talents for fu-
ture and to bring unity within the 
people of Kiruphema and outside, 
Zhunyu urged the youth to be dis-
ciplined and utilise their talents for 
the uplift of the society as a whole.

Expressing happiness over the 
participation of all different age 
groups to the 44th edition he said, 
“All players has added flavour to 
the tournament and portray a 
positive image of KYO amongst 

the sports fraternity.” Zhunyu, who 
is also a former president of KYO, 
complimented KYO for attaining 
44th glorious years.

Altogether, 426 players from 
seven different age groups have 
participated in the tournament 
this year with a total of 12 teams 
in football (men) and 21 teams in 
volleyball (men and women).

In men’s football, Kezie club 
emerged the champion in football 
by overcoming the defending 
champion Kezevi club through a 

tie-break after a stipulated time. 
In volleyball (men and women), 
Kezekevi club and Nourhe club 
emerged the champion respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, to mark the day, 
an exhibition football match was 
played between the veteran FC 
and the KYO executive council 
where the veteran FC won the 
match with 4-0.

Earlier at the meet, pastor 
of CRC Peducha pronounced 
the invocation, while KYO choir 

presented a special number and 
Thekruneikho Hesielie delivered 
the vote of thanks. 

Meanwhile, the organisers 
have expressed gratitude to all 
sponsors, match patrons, partici-
pating teams, fans, medical team 
and well-wishers for their support 
and cooperation.

The meet also witnessed 
Kezevilie Hojha elected as the 
new president, who will lead the 
Kiruphema Youth Organisation for 
2019-2021.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
Ahthibung Running Club 
(ARC) in collaboration with 
Ahthibung youth and stu-
dents’ union (AYSU), Songl-
huh youth and students’ un-
ion (SYSU) and the Jalukie 
battalion of the Assam Rifles 
observed a Remembrance 
Day in memory of all the de-
parted souls who left in 2018 
from Ahthibung region.

A press release issued 
by ARC media secretary Ms 
Lhingneilhai Singson stated 
that families and friends 
from Kuki as well as Zeliang 

villages of Ahthibung sub-
division gathered to give 
tribute to their loved ones. 

To mark the occasion, 
a 5 km ‘Run for Peace’ was 
held where members of Ah-
thibung Running Club took 
part after a prayer was said 
by pastors of Kuki Baptist 
Church. 

Candles were lighted 
as a sign of respect to the 
departed souls.

Stating that many new 
born children had died due 
to various reasons, a rep-
resentative from Jalukie 

battalion urged upon the 
public to come forward to 
prevent such loses from the 
society.

In  a  separate  pro -
gramme, ARC in collabora-
tion with Soundking, Jaluk-
ie, and the Jalukie battalion 
of the Assam Rifles organ-
ised a musical evening for 
youth on December 31. 

Renowned singers in-
cluding Namkamlak and 
Dev Newme entertained 
the gathering. The artistes 
were also felicitated for their 
performances.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN):  
Alleging that Nagas have 
suffered in recent years 
basing on religion, tribal-
ism, factions, social organi-
sations, associations, and 
unions, Nagaland Pradesh 
C o n g re s s  C o m m i t t e e 
(NPCC) has wished for a 
fulfilling year ahead with 
the advent of a new year.

Conveying New Year 
greetings, NPCC president 
K Therie wished Nagas 
to commit themselves to 
practice spiritual values of 
Christian-ship in all their 
activities and receive 365 
days of opportunities in 
2019. 

He regretted that di-
visions have blinded the 
society making them lose 
sight of a common goal, 
objective and the sense of 

oneness. He remarked that 
“We have turned to be-
come one of the most indi-
vidualist society members, 
perhaps in the world.” He 
stated that law and order 
have been completely side-
lined, adding spiritual val-
ues are not seen practiced 
in life especially in dealings 
in governance. 

To avail the year of op-
portunities ahead both in 
politics and economy in the 
nation and state, Therie has 
urged the people to decide 
on achieving common po-
litical objective through 
clean governance. 

“Together only we can 
turn the table in favour 
of the common people,” 
Therie added. He further 
wished all a prosperous 
Happy New year.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): Ag-
riculture Technology Man-
agement Agency (ATMA), 
Jalukie block, in Peren dis-
trict conducted capacity 
building on entrepreneur-
ship development through 
poultry farming on Decem-
ber 12 in Samziuram village. 

During the programme, 
resource person Mrs AolaT-
zudir (BTM) highlighted on 
activities of ATMA and its 
duties towards the farm-
ing communities. She also 
encouraged farmers to take 
up poultry as it could im-
prove their economy with 

proper management and 
dedication. 

A total of seven farmers 
attended the training.

ATMA Jalukie block also 
conducted capacity build-
ing on commercial pickle 
production on December 
11 in Jalukie town. 

Resource person Mrs 
Aola Tzudir (BTM) encour-
aged female farmers to 
take part in value addition 
of locally available farmer 
produce. She also demon-
strated on tomato pickle 
making.

A total of seven farmers 

attended the training
ATMA Jalukie block 

also inaugurated a fishery 
farm school in New Market 
Colony, Jalukie town, on 
December 10. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, resource person 
Helungsuipoing Mbungtsa 
(ATM) educated on prop-
er management of ponds 
and feeding for good yield. 
Farmers were demonstrat-
ed on lime application on 
ponds and purpose of ap-
plication. 

A total of 14 farmers at-
tended the programme.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): To welcome a 
New Year, New Market Youth Organisation 
(NMYO) has organised “Live musical jam” 
on December 31 in which various artistes 
from in and around Kohima performed at 
New Market Colony in Kohima.

The “Live musical jam” featured re-
nowned singers including Table 3, Tech-
nicolors- finalist of 2014 edition of the 
Hornbill International Rock contest and 
other individual artistes. Female bigboxer 
Zhovinuo Kire, Faction Girls, Dancing 
Angels and Winter Carol also enthralled a 
packed crowd.

Speaking during the event, Ruokuobei-
zo Nyusou, chairman of New Market Pan-
chayat, expressed happiness and exalted 
the artistes for making the evening a mem-

orable one. Nyusou also acknowledged 
all the supporters and artistes for their 
participation. He wished the performers 
further success in their future endeavours.

The mini-concert was an annually 
event organised on New Year’s eve as part 
of NMYO’s yearly activities.

“The main motive and objective be-
hind organising such an event was to give 
a platform in order to uplift the budding 
talents of the colony and encourage them,” 
said Neitho Solo, NMYO vice-president. 

The event was anchored by Vikholie 
Yiese, NMYO president, while chairman of 
New Market and former NMYO president 
Neitho Kuotsu, and others gave away cer-
tificates of appreciation and cash awards 
to the participants.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): Ko-
hima battalion of the Assam 
Rifles has organised a moti-
vational lecture cum aware-
ness programme on ‘Stay 
fit stay healthy’ at Modern 
Academy, New Minister 
Hill, Kohima, on January 2.  

According to an Assam 
Rifles press release, the lec-
ture had covered on impor-
tance of healthy diet and 
the benefits of staying fit. 
The participants were made 
aware of the common dis-
eases caused by unhealthy 
diet and lifestyle. 

Altogether, 107 students 
and 08 teachers have at-
tended the same.  

Earlier on December 29, 
Kohima battalion of the As-
sam Rifles also conducted 
a lecture on ‘skill develop-
ment’ at Jotsoma village 
community hall. An Assam 
Rifles press release stated 

that importance of honing 
of skills to enhance employ-
ment opportunities was 
covered and discussed dur-
ing the session. Altogether, 
20 local youth have partici-
pated in the programme.

In another programme, 

Kiphire battalion of the 
Assam Rifles conducted a 
lecture on “Education for 
progression” at Agape High 
School in Kiphire town on 
December 31.

The aim of the lecture 
was to impart awareness 

among the students on the 
importance of education for 
them as well as the society 
and nation. It stated that 
special emphasis was laid 
on how education could 
help in personal growth 
along with the family and 

society. 
A total of 125 students 

along with teaching staff 
attended the lecture.

The same battalion also 
conducted a lecture on ‘Ed-
ucation for progression’ at 
Trinity High School, Kiphire, 

on January 2. The aim of 
the lecture was to create 
awareness on importance 
of education not only for 
themselves as students but 
for the family and society as 
well. Altogether 65 students 
attended the lecture.



Acharya urges against ‘religious 
conflict’ at science conference

Ikiye union celebrates silver jubilee 

Kidima Catholic church 
observes ‘Solemnity of 
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Integrity is in honest labour  
not in job size, students told 
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L-R: Officials Dory Yanthan, O Elhibemo Yanthan; LSU President 
Shanjamo Yanthan; and R Daniel Yanthan seen here during the 68th 
general session of the Lakhuti Students’ Union. 

Alfred H Ayemi addresses the Medziphema Town Sumi Students’ 
Union’s 23rd annual general conference that was held during 
December 27-28 in Medziphema, Dimapur.

PB Acharya lights the inaugural lamp of the Science and Technology Conference of the 86th Sivagiri Pilgrimage, on January 1 at Shivagiri Mutt, in Kerela.

A delegation of students from various schools in Nagaland attended the 26th National Children Science Congress, which 
was held from December 27 to the 31st at Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan University, in Bhubaneswar of Odisha. Updates on 
Wednesday informed that the delegation consisted of eight “child scientists” from Cornerstone School in Zunheboto; 
Christ King Higher Secondary School in Kohima; Zeliangrong Heraka School in Tening of Peren district; and St. Joseph 
School in Kohima. The trip was conducted under the aegis of the Nagaland Institute of Health Environment and Social 
Welfare of Kohima, led by Santu Thapa, state coordinator, and Dr. Pallab Changkakoti, state academic coordinator, the 
updates stated. The delegation of students was accompanied by three teachers, the updates informed. 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): The 
governor of Nagaland, PB 
Acharya addressed a sci-
ence and technology confer-
ence in Kerela during which 
he urged against engaging 
in ‘religious conflict,’ and 
instead advised people to 
‘promote universal peace, 
harmony and prosperity of 
all religions.’

Acharya attended the 
inaugural session of the Sci-
ence and Technology Con-
ference of the 86th Sivagiri 
Pilgrimage, on Jan. 1 at Shiv-
agiri Mutt, in Kerela, a press 
release from the governor’s 
office stated on Wednesday.

In his address to the 
gathering, he spoke of Sree 
Narayana Guru, stated to be 
the Father of ‘Kerala Renais-
sance’s slogan of “One caste, 
one religion, one God for 
mankind.” It resounds as 
a guiding principle even 
now, the governor said. It 
has great relevance in the 
present times and that the 
Sivagiri Mutt was a major 
spiritual and pilgrimage 

We convey our heartfelt gratitude to all who 
stood by us in prayers, in kind, materially 
and financially during the shocking and 

untimely demise of our beloved Late IMLITEMSU 
on 22/12/2018. We can give nothing in return nor 
thank each and everyone of you individually.

But it is our sincere prayer that the Almighty God 
shall bless each and everyone of you abundantly.

~ IN GRATITUDE ~

Beloved Mother, Brothers,  
Sister, Niece and in-Laws D-6369

spot associated with the 
memory of Sree Narayana 
Guru, “a great Yogi and a 
Siddha revered by Mahatma 
Gandhi for his unrelenting 
crusade against untouch-
ability and casteism,” the 
press release stated. 

According to Governor 
Acharya the ‘guru’ always 

wanted to develop a society 
‘where people never quar-
relled’ and where there was 
no discrimination “in the 
path of progress by combin-
ing spiritual and temporal 
matters, thus liberating and 
leading them to enlighten-
ment and progress.”

Further, the updates 

stated, the ‘guru’ empha-
sized on the need to “abstain 
from religious conflict and 
to promote universal peace, 
harmony and prosperity 
of all religions.” He urged 
the gathering to the follow 
the teachings of the guru 
for a better society and to 
strengthen the nation. 

“Let us progress through 
education, strengthen 
through organisation. Let us 
emulate the teachings and 
principles of guru and work 
for universal brotherhood 
and world peace,” the press 
release quoted Governor 
Acharya as having told the 
gathering. 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): Ikiye Village 
Union of Zunheboto celebrated its 
silver jubilee on January 1 with a com-
memorative programme at DC Hill 
Colony in Zunheboto. The organisers 
issued a press release, received here 
on Wednesday, informing about the 
event. 

During the event, head GB of 
Ikiye village, Kakheto Aye, said that 

the union was established in the 
year 1994 with seven households 
forming the organisation during the 
initial years. 

The main objective of the group 
was to ‘unify members of Ikiye village’ 
at Zunheboto and to ‘bring prosperity 
and safeguard amongst its citizens,’ 
the press release stated. 

 ‘Through the prayer and sup-

port of its members of Zunheboto 
and Ikiye village, the union is richly 
blessed by the Almighty God and 
has produced many educated quali-
fied persons in various fields,’ the 
update stated. The speaker urged the 
gathering to ‘live in faith with God’ 
and wished that the members will 
celebrate golden jubilee in the year 
2044, the updates stated.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): St. Xavier Catholic 
Church in Kidima, in Kohima district, ob-
served a programme called “Solemnity of 
Mary, Mother of God” besides the New Year, 
on January 1, in the premises of the church. 
Updates on Wednesday informed that a 
church leader, Reverend Father Rajesh Lobo 
SJ, addressed the event.  Addressing the gath-
ering, Father Rajesh Lobo SJ said New Year has 
two journeys i.e., physical and spiritual. He 
asked the gathered faithful to “pray for Holy 
Mother Mary for intersection with God for 
continuous grace required in life.” 

The Franciscan Sisters of Saint Mary of 
the Angels joined the community and offered 
special prayers for new church leaders and for 
those in the days to come, the updates stated. 

“After the sacred hours, interaction and 
sharing the joy and happiness of the blessing 
had received were the highlights of the day-
long celebration,” the updates added. 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
It is about time students 
and youth walk out of their 
comfort zones and start 
doing something to real-
ise their ambitions, stu-
dents in Medzhipema were 
told recently. They were 
encouraged to work, for 
no work is too small and 
that one should never to be 
ashamed to engage in any 
kind of gainful and honest 
labour. 

Medziphema Town 
Sumi Students’ Union 
conducted its 23rd annual 
general conference during 
December 27-28 at Medz-
iphema Town Sumi Baptist 

Church. A press release 
from the students’ union 
stated that the programme 
was held with the theme 
“Inculcating progressive 
skills through knowledge 
and wisdom.”

Alfred H Ayemi, chair-
man of the youth executive 
of the WSBAK, was the spe-
cial guest for the occasion, 
the press release stated. 

In his speech, the up-
dates stated, the speaker 
emphasized on dignity of 
labour and “how a job ir-
respective of its position 
should be acknowledged 
and appreciated.” He was 
said to have urged the stu-

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): Stu-
dents must have a hunger 
to accomplish their dreams 
in life not only believing in 
their selves but in actually 
putting in effort and ideas. 
Dependence on social me-
dia and the social concerns  
about unproductive youths 
and students must be done 
away with, students at a 
town in Wokha were told re-
cently. 

Various speakers urged 
the students to have goals 
and accomplish them with 
commitment, for ‘change 
must come from them to 
bringing change to the peo-
ple and society under the 
guidance of parents, teach-
ers and mentors.’

The 68th general session 
of the Lakhuti Students’ 
Union was conducted on 
December 31 at Lakhuti 
village’s local ground, in 
Wokha district. The event 
was conducted with the 
theme “Think, execute and 
win,” a press release from 
the organisers informed.

O Elhibemo Yanthan, 
general manager of the Na-
galand State Transport was 
the special guest of the pro-
gramme; R Daniel Yanthan, 
retired assistant director of 
the department of School 
Education was the guest of 
honour; and Dory Yanthan, 
district fishery officer was 
the speaker of the theme, 
the updates stated.

In his address to the 
gathering, the special guest 
O Elhibemo Yanthan was 
quoted as having said that 
“As a student one has to 
undergo many hurdles, pain 
and obstacles with many 
circumstances however as 
time progress and we realize 
ourselves we get motivated.” 
He advised the students to 
‘be cautious and think be-
yond in every step they leap.’ 

Yanthan also exhorted 
the students from the life 
stories of hardships, pain 
and humiliation encoun-
tered by Nelson Mandela. As 
students, the speaker said, 
change must come from 
them to bringing change to 
the people and society un-

Concerns for ‘lazy’ students, excessive 
social media mark Lakhuti session 

der the guidance of parents, 
teachers and mentors.

The speaker for the 
theme, Dory Yanthan urged 
the students to pursue and 
realize their dreams and ‘ex-
ecute it with an open heart 
accepting all circumstanc-
es.’ She expressed concern 
that students these days 
were ‘comfortably idle in 
their own position without 
having a dream to execute.’ 
This is ‘very disheartening 
and never finds the way to 
strive for excellence,’ the 
updates stated.

“She advised the stu-
dents to have a hunger for 
their dreams believing in 
themselves in hand believ-
ing in change. She further 
encouraged the students to 
have a dream with goals and 
execute it with commitment 
and dedication to getting 
better,” the press release 
stated.

A special prayer seek-
ing blessings from God was 
offered by Rev. Ezanbemo 
Odyuo, pastor of the Lakhuti 
Baptist Church. 

The programme has 
a second session, which 
was hosted by Mhao Kikon. 
In the second session, the 
guest of honour R Daniel 
Yanthan talked to the gath-
ering. He emphasised on 
the importance of ‘pen,’ the 
updates stated. 

“He advised the stu-
dents to utilize the pen as 
a weapon making the best 
use of it instead of spend-
ing their time luxuriously in 
social media world. He also 
encouraged the students 
to not only give it a try but 
to make it an accomplish-
ment and never leave it for 
tomorrow,” the press release 
stated.

A feature of the event 
was literary competition. 
Competitions in extempore 
speech and a debate were 
also held. Burnice Yanthan 
was adjudged the winner of 
the extempore speech com-
petition, while Longtsubeni 
Humtsoe was adjudged the 
best debater. Certificates of 
merit and awards were also 
given to successful candi-
dates of the 2018 Nagaland 
Public Service Commission, 
and High School Leaving 
Certificate & Higher Sec-
ondary School Leaving Cer-
tificate examinations.

The programme had 
commenced with an invo-
cation said by Chonzamo 
Yanthan, senior leader at 
the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church in Lakhuti. It was 
followed by a welcome song 
from the LSU’s executives 
and then a welcome ad-
dress by Shanjamo Yanthan, 
president of the Lakhuti 
Students’ Union.

dents further “to enjoy the 
responsibilities and to trust 
their skills so that they may 
enjoy their own work while 
they earn.”

Ayemi assured that no 
work was too small and 
that one should never to 
be ashamed in any kind of 
labour. “Leave your comfort 
zone and venture out,” the 

updates stated. 
During the event, a new 

team of student leaders for 
the union was appointed, 
the press release stated. The 
newly elected office bearers 
for the tenure 2019-2020 
are led by Bento Chishi as 
president, and Tonato Ro-
chill, as general secretary, 
the press release added.
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A boy looks at a decorated Silghat (Assam)-Kolkata express train before it was flagged off, at Silghat  
Koliabor, on Tuesday.

EM Images

N Biren Singh and other officials at an annual function of newspaper hawkers, in Imphal on Wednesday.

EM Images

Dr DS Yadav speaks during the concluding session of ‘soil health day,’ in Manipur on Dec. 31, 2018.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 2040SUD0KU 1880 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 2039

 ACROSS
 1. Fools
 6. Defeat by deceit
 11. Supersonic transport
 14. Seize control
 15. Big
 16. Equality
 17. State of extreme poverty
 19. French for “Street”
 20. 9 9 9 9
 21. Matching jackets and 

trousers
 23. Dishes of greens and 

tomatoes
 27. Laments
 28. Announcement
 32. Give expression to 

emotion
 33. Line up
 34. Chief Executive Officer
 37. Long periods of time
 38. Irritations
 39. Bland
 40. Not wet
 41. Artist’s workstand
 42. A very light brown
 43. Inaccessibly
 45. Affixed to letters
 48. Steeds
 49. What a volcano does
 50. Cover with drops
 53. Disinfest
 54. Incapable of being 

repudiated
 60. Japanese sash
 61. Anagram of “Laser”
 62. Chieftain
 63. Soaked
 64. Utter
 65. Anagram of “Deign” 

 DOWN
 1. Failure

 2. Utilize
 3. Young dog
 4. Go astray
 5. Axis
 6. Tribe
 7. Despise
 8. Anagram of “Sire”
 9. In the past
 10. Tautness
 11. A branchlet
 12. Fry quickly in a 

little fat
 13. Braid

 18. Passport
 22. Vase
 23. Velocity
 24. A rigid protective 

covering
 25. Deranged
 26. Portrays
 27. Excavates
 29. A large and 

imposing house
 30. Extraterrestrial
 31. What a book is 

called

 34. Children’s beds
 35. US symbol
 36. Complies
 38. Drains of resources
 39. With affection
 41. Discharges
 42. Fried quickly
 43. Elf
 44. You (archaic)
 45. Short-horned 

goat antelope of 
southeast Asia

 46. Clan

 47. Financial 
inspection

50. Naked
51. Singer ____ 

Fitzgerald
52. Something round 

and flat
55. Short sleep
56. French for “Friend”
57. Any tall hill in 

Scotland
58. Hindlimb
59. Before

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1879

Health scheme for newspaper 
hawkers introduced in Manipur

Mizoram: 2018 saw Cong. losing its last fort in NE

Three-member 
team to visit 
B’desh for inland 
waterway project

Month-long soil health day ends in ManipurNew weekly train for Silghat 
and Kolkata inaugurated

District youth convention held in Manipur

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 2 (EMN): Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh on 
Wednesday announced 
that all the accredited/rec-
ognised newspaper hawk-
ers and their family would 
be covered under the Chief 
Minister Hakshelgi Teng-
bang (CMHT).

The CMHT, a health 
scheme introduced by the 
state government in Jan. 
2018, will provide cash-
less treatment to the poor 
at government hospitals, 
health centres and other 
empanelled selected pri-
vate hospitals.

The scheme will pro-
vide cover up to INR 2 
lakh per eligible family 
identified from the Socio 
Economic Caste Census 
in the treatment of seven 
critical identified critical 
ailments - cardiovascular 
diseases, kidney ailments, 
neurological conditions, 
liver ailments, cancer, neo-
natal diseases and burns 
per year. He also appealed 
the members of the as-
sociation to submit the 
relevant documents so that 
they can avail the benefits 
under CMHT.

Biren was speaking at 
the 34th Annual function 
of the All Manipur Newspa-
per Sales’ and Distributors’ 
Association held at Khurai 

Aizawl, Jan. 2 (PTI): Political 
developments dominated 
2018 in Mizoram and as 
the year drew to a close, 
the state saw installation of 
a new government led by 
rebel-turned-politician Zo-
ramthanga, who was back 
with a bang after being in 
political wilderness for two 
assembly terms.

Zoramthanga’s Mizo 
National Front (MNF) 
trounced the Congress to 
bring to an end its 10-year 
rule since 2008 in the state 
in December.

Seventy-four-year-old 
Zoramthanga was sworn in 
as the chief minister for the 
third time on December 15. 
He had earlier headed the 
government in 1998 and 
2003.

For the first time, the 
swearing-in ceremony was 
marked by Bible reading, 
prayer and singing of a 
Christian gospel song.

Mizoram is a predomi-
nant Christian state.

The Congress managed 
to bag only five seats while 
the MNF secured 26 seats in 
the 40-member legislature. 
The Congress’s slump was 
sharp considering the fact 
that it had 34 seats in the last 
election in 2013.

Though the BJP’s pet as-
sertion of “Congress-mukt” 
came true in the North-
east, the party could not do 
much in Mizoram where it 
managed to win only one 
seat.

After taking oath, Zo-
ramthanga said that the 

MNF has now no intention 
to leave the BJP-led NDA 
and the North East Demo-
cratic Alliance (NEDA) al-
though it was under fire for 
joining hands with saffron 
forces. The state witnessed 
a terrible disaster on June 
4 when 10 people, seven of 
them belonging to a family, 
were killed and one person 
was injured when a building 
occupied by two families 
was swept away by land-
slide caused by heavy rain 
in Lunglawn area of south 
Mizoram’s Lunglei town.

Thousands of homes 
were destroyed, hundreds 
of families evacuated to 
safer places and hundreds 
of houses and large areas of 
cultivation lands inundated 
by flood due to monsoon 

fury forcing the state gov-
ernment to close down all 
the educational institutions 
for two days, due to heavy 
rain. Simultaneous out-
break of the dreaded Por-
cine Reproductive and Res-
piratory Syndrome (PRRS) 
and the Classical Swine Fe-
ver (CSF) from early March 
resulted in the death of 
around 4,000 pigs across 
the state and was only de-
clared as contained in early 
August. The PRRS had killed 
over 8,000 pigs and piglets 
in 2013 and 2017.

The Mizoram Legisla-
tive Assembly on June 28 
unanimously adopted a 
resolution expressing op-
position to the proposed 
Citizenship Amendment 
Bill, 2016.

Agartala, Jan. 2 (PTI): 
A  j o i n t  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  
Inland Waterways Author-
ity of India (IWAI) and the 
Tripura government will 
be visiting Bangladesh this 
month to study the pos-
sibility of building a new 
waterway connecting the 
two countries, an official 
said Wednesday.

A three-member techni-
cal team, comprising two 
IWAI members and an en-
gineer from the state water 
resource department, will 
carry out spot assessment at 
Daudkandi area in Comilla 
district of Bangladesh, Ad-
ditional Transport Secretary 
Anindya Kumar Bhattach-
arya said.

The proposed waterway 
on rivers Gomati and Megh-
na will connect Ashuganj 
river port in eastern Bang-
ladesh with Sonamura in 
Sipahijala district of Tripura, 
he told PTI.

“As a first step, dredging 
will have to be carried out on 
both sides (India and Bang-
ladesh) to increase naviga-
bility of medium-sized ves-
sels, which can carry at least 
10 to 25 tonne of goods,” 
Bhattacharya said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 2 (EMN): The 
month-long World Soil 
Health Day observation 
held to felicitate the farmers 
to be the solution to the soil 
pollution by educating the 
farmers, introducing the 
necessary resources and 
distributing necessary re-
sources, under the aegis of 
Green Foundation comes 
to an end by holding an 
awareness programme at 
the Awangkhunou Maning 
Leikai community hall, 10 
km west of state capital in 
Imphal West district on Dec. 
31, 2018.

The concluding pro-
gramme was organised by 

Awangkhunou Organic 
Farmers Club and the Green 
Foundation (GF), an Imphal 
based social enterprise on 
sustainable development 
through peaceful co-exist-
ence in cooperation with 
Manipur Organic Mission 
Agency (MOMA) under Mis-
sion Organic value Chain 
Development for North 
Eastern Region of Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers 
welfare.

GF being an official part-
ner of global soil partner-
ship under the land and 
water division of food and 
agriculture organisation of 
the United Nations, has so 
far distributed more than 2 

metric tonnes of organic fer-
tiliser to the needy farmers 
since the beginning of the 
soil health observation on 
Dec. 5, according to founda-
tion sources.

Officer in charge Dr DS 
Yadav of Regional centre of 
organic farming, Imphal, 
Zilla Parishad member N 
Pramo Devi of AwangKhu-
nou village,Ex-Pradhan Kh 
Ibobi Singh of Awangkhu-
nou gram panchayat, Chief 
Executive Officer U Himmat 
of the GF and village elders 
attended the concluding 
session wherein Dr Yadav 
delivered a lecture on soil 
microbiology while Dr N 
Surbala of Central agricul-

Nandeibam Leikai, Imphal 
East District.

Stating that an insur-
ance scheme would be 
rolled out for the hawkers 
soon so that they get some 
financial assistance when 
they met road accidents 
etc, he said the govern-
ment is also discussing for 
the introduction a pension 
scheme for the members of 
the association consider-
ing their ‘human service’ 

throughout the year.
He also informed that 

priority would be given 
to education sector in the 
government’s ‘Go to Vil-
lage’ mission programmes 
so that we could provide 
good and quality educa-
tion to our children. 

Highlighting Prime 
Minister Modi’s proposed 
visit to the state on Jan. 
4, he said, steps are on to 
approach PM to announce 

introduction of Asian uni-
versity for higher studies in 
the state.

Minister for the Con-
sumers Affairs Food & 
Public Distribution Ka-
ram Shyam while speaking 
at the function said that 
hawkers have the huge 
responsibility towards dis-
seminating the day to day 
events and information to 
each and every house in  
the state.

tural university shared is-
sues relating to soil health 
management.

N Gunleibi also pre-
sented a talk on organic 
farming is solution to soil 
pollution during the aware-
ness function cum clos-
ing session of soil health 
day. Many male and female 
members of Awangkhu-
nou locality who attended 
the day’s programme also 
raised many questions re-
lating to the organic farm-
ing and its prospects in 
their village.

 Some of village elder 
mostly males also sought 
necessary scientific inputs 
from the subject experts 
and service providers if 
in case they wanted to 
convert their fields into 
completely organic.Later a 
demonstration on how to 
make horticultural waste 
into organic manure was 
also held. 

It may be mentioned 
that MOMA has registered 
5000 organic farmers cover-
ing 5000 hectares of agricul-
tural land as beneficiaries of 
the initial phase of organic 
scheme in the state and 
started production of 6 hor-
ticultural crops-Pineapple, 
Orange of Tamenglong, 
Lemon of Kachai in Ukhrul, 
King Chilli, Ginger, Turmeric 
and Chahao (Black Aro-
matic Rice).

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): A new weekly 
express train between Silghat (Assam) to 
Kolkata was flagged off on Jan. 1, 2019 by MP 
Lok Sabha Rajen Gohain.

The new express train is expected to be 
greatly beneficial for improving the trade 
and commerce of the middle Assam areas 
apart from improving the communication 
with rest of the country stated an update 
received here on Wed. Jan. 2.

The new train will compose of 19 new 
model LHB coaches having modern ameni-
ties and facilities for passenger. The details 
are as follows.

Train number 13182 Silghat – Kolkata 
Express will leave from Silghat at 12-30 hrs 
every Tuesday to reach Kolkata at 12-50 
hrs next day. During return journey train 
number 13181 Kolkata – Silghat Express 
will leave from Kolkata at 09-05 hrs on 

Monday to reach Silghat at 09-55 hrs on 
Tuesday. 

The train will have stoppages at Jakha-
labandha, Amoni, Nowgong, Senchoa, 
Chaparmukh, Jagiroad, Guwahati, Kama-
khya, Goalpara Town, New Bongaigaon, 
Fakiragram, New Alipurduar, New Cooch-
behar, New Jalpaiguri, Malda Town, Ram-
purhat, Bolpur and Barddhaman during its 
journey on both ways.

The train will have one AC 2 tier, four C 3 
tier, eight sleeper class and four general sec-
ond class coaches apart from two luggage 
cum generator vans.

The inaugural train bearing number 
03182 left Silghat at 13-30 hrs on Jan. 1, 2019 
and arrived at Kolkata at 13-50 hrs on Wed. 
Jan. 2. Regular service of the train will start 
from Kolkata w.e.f. 07.01.2018 and from 
Silghat w.e.f. 08.01.2018.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 2 (EMN): Education 
Minister Thokchom Radheshyam said 
that the various youth clubs of the 
state must have clear vision to mentor 
youths on the right path. He said that 
the youths must involve themselves 
with a sense of voluntarism and sacri-
ficial spirit to work for the betterment 
and welfare of the society.

The minister was speaking at the 
inauguration of District Youth Con-
vention organised by the Nehru Yuva 
Kendra, Thoubal at Barrack Hall, Mini 
Secretariat Complex, Thoubal, on Jan. 
1, 2019.

He said that the youths are the na-
tion builder. The government in order 
to make the youths become self reliant 

and entrepreneurs are implementing 
many schemes and projects under the 
Prime Minister Employment Genera-
tion Programme (PMEGP).

He expressed that to make the 
government sponsored projects and 
schemes successful it is important 
that the schemes be made available to 
eligible candidates by making the proc-
ess easily accessible. He said that the 
scheme provides financial assistance 
to set up new enterprises. He said that 
the financial assistance provided by the 
government through loan is meant to 
be returned back.

In life, he said that many issues and 
problems will be encountered and one 
must be prepared to face all the chal-
lenges with positive attitude. He said 

that education, deeper understanding 
and skill are the keys to success. He said 
that whatever that is available today is 
the gift of the elders and it is the duty 
and task of the youths to safeguard 
and work for the future generations 
to come.

Wishing the people on the Eve 
of New Year, he said that the people 
of the state must unite to work for 
the progress and development of 
Manipur.

ADC to DC  Thoubal, Shri Laishram 
Radhakanta, noted Economist Prof. N 
Mohendro Singh, resource persons, 
members and volunteers of NYKS 
youth club attended the conven-
tion. Certificates of merit and sports  
equipments were also distributed.
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Govt. presents bill to allow voluntary 
use of Aadhaar for SIMs, bank a/c

Sensex tanks 363 pts; China 
slowdown spooks investors

RBI governor to meet 
MSME, NBFC next week

Madras High Court 
lifts ban on online 
sale of medicines

Petrol, diesel prices to 
decline further — Minister

Reliance Jio, BSNL only telcos 
to add subscribers in October

Rupee tumbles 75 paise, 
logs 1st loss in four sessions

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (PTI): The govern-
ment Wednesday introduced a bill 
in the Lok Sabha that will allow indi-
viduals to offer voluntarily biometric 
ID Aadhaar as a means of identity 
verification for obtaining services like 
opening a bank account and getting 
a mobile phone connection.

The bill, which seeks to amend 
three separate laws governing Aad-
haar, telecom sector, and banking 
regulation, also gives a minor an 
option to opt out of the 12-digit 
identity scheme on attaining the age 
of 18 years.

It also provides for stiff penalties 
for violation of norms set for the use 
of Aadhaar.

The Aadhaar and Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill 2018, moved by 
Law and IT Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad in the Lok Sabha, bans stor-
ing of core biometric information as 
well as Aadhaar number by service 
providers in cases of individuals who 
have voluntarily offered the national 
ID as a means of authentication.

It also makes it clear that anyone 
not offering Aadhaar cannot be de-
nied any service, be it a bank account 
or a SIM card.

The bill seeks to amend the Aad-
haar (Targeted Delivery of Financial 
and Other Subsidies, Benefits and 
Services) Act, 2016, the Indian Tel-
egraph Act, 1885 and the Prevention 

of Money-laundering Act, 2002.
The legislation proposes telecom 

service providers, apart from using 
Aadhaar for authentication, can also 
leverage offline verification, use of 
passport, or any other officially valid 
document or modes of identification 
as notified by the central Govern-
ment.

The amendments, according to 
the objects and reasons for the Bill, 
will “provide for 12-digit Aadhaar 
number and its alternate numbers 
to be generated” in a manner so as to 
conceal the actual Aadhaar number.

It would also “permit the enti-
ties performing authentication only 
when they are compliant with the 
standards of privacy and security,” it 
said. The Bill also seeks to lay down 
the procedure for offline verifica-
tion of an Aadhaar number holder, 
and confers enhanced regulator-like 
power on Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI) to give direc-
tions as it may consider necessary to 
any entity in the Aadhaar ecosystem.

It says that every requesting 
entity to whom an authentication 
request is made, will inform the Aad-
haar number holder of alternate and 
viable means of identification and 
shall not deny any service to them 
for refusing to, or being unable to 
undergo authentication.

Mandatory authentication of 

an Aadhaar holder for the provision 
of any service will take place if such 
authentication is required by a law 
made by Parliament.

The bill proposes a civil penalty 
of up to Rs 1 crore on entities that 
violate the provisions of the Aadhaar 
Act, with an additional fine of up to 
Rs 10 lakh per day in case of continu-
ous non-compliance.

Unauthorised use of identity 
information by a requesting entity 
or offline verification seeking entity 
would be punishable with imprison-
ment of up to three years with a fine 
that may extend to Rs 10,000 or in 
case of a company with a fine of up 
to Rs 1 lakh.

Punishment for unauthorised 
access to the Central Identities Data 
Repository as well as data tamper-
ing is proposed to be extended to 
10 years each from the current three 
years. The bill also seeks to omit Sec-
tion 57 of the Aadhaar Act relating to 
the use of Aadhaar by private entities.

There will be a provision to file an 
appeal before the TDSAT (Telecom 
Disputes Settlement and Appellate 
Tribunal), and against the orders of 
TDSAT an appeal can be made in the 
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court, in a land-
mark verdict in September last year, 
had upheld the constitutional valid-
ity of ‘Aadhaar’ but limited the scope 

of the controversial biometric iden-
tity project, ruling it is not mandatory 
for bank accounts, mobile connec-
tions or school admissions.

Holding there was nothing in 
the Aadhaar Act that violates right to 
privacy of an individual, the SC had 
cleared the use of Aadhaar (world’s 
largest biometric ID programme) 
for welfare schemes. The court had 
held that Aadhaar will remain man-
datory for filing of Income Tax (IT) 
returns and allotment of Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) but struck 
down Section 57 of the Aadhaar (Tar-
geted Delivery of Financial and other 
Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 
2016 that permitted private entities 
like telecom companies or other 
corporate to avail of the biometric 
Aadhaar data.

Following this, the Cabinet last 
month approved amendments to 
Aadhaar Act, the Indian Telegraph 
Act and the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act.

The bill says that “every Aadhaar 
number holder to establish his iden-
tity, may voluntarily use his Aadhaar 
number in physical or electronic 
form by way of authentication or 
offline verification or in such other 
form as may be notified...” 

It also says offline verification 
can be performed only with the con-
sent of Aadhaar number holder.

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (PTI): The 
benchmark Sensex Wednes-
day plunged over 363 points, 
mirroring weak global mar-
kets after disappointing Chi-
nese economic data resulted 
in massive sell-offs in metal 
and auto stocks on domestic 
bourses. 

The 30-share BSE index 
after cracking over 500 points 
in the early session pared 
some losses towards the fag-
end and finished lower by 
363.05 points, or 1 per cent, 
at 35,891.52. Similarly, the 
broader NSE Nifty plunged 
117.60 points, or 1.08 per 
cent, to settle at 10,792.50.

The biggest losers in the 

Sensex pack were Vedanta, 
Tata Steel, M&M, Tata Mo-
tors, Maruti, Hero MotoCorp, 
PowerGrid, Bharti Airtel, SBI 
and Coal India -- falling up 
to 4.48 per cent. Among the 
winners were Sun Pharma, 
TCS, Asian Paints, Infosys, 
Yes Bank and ICICI Bank 
-- rising up to 1.66 per cent.

Sectorally, auto and met-
al indices took the worst hit, 
falling over 3 per cent.

Auto stocks plunged on 
weak domestic passenger 
vehicle sales numbers, which 
continued to be in a slow 
lane in December with major 
players reporting either mar-
ginal increase or decline in 

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): Transport fuel 
prices in the country, which have been on 
a slide for some time, will decline further, 
Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
said on Wednesday.

Under the daily dynamic pricing re-
gime for fuels, petrol prices have fallen to 
their lowest levels in over a year across the 
four major metros.

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines 
of an event here to hand over the 6 croreth 
free cooking gas (LPG) connection to poor 
households under the Ujjwala Yojana, 
Pradhan said the government is expanding 
the refinery capacity in the country which 
will bring down the prices of diesel and 
petrol further.

In tandem with the sharp decline 
in global crude prices over the last two 
months, petrol in Delhi sold at Rs 68.65 per 
on Wednesday, as per Indian Oil Corp data. 

The prices remained unchanged from 
those on Tuesday. In Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai, petrol per litre on Wednesday cost 

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS) : Tel-
ecom major Reliance Jio led the 
subscription race in October 
with an addition of around 1.05 
crore subscribers, followed by 
BSNL, as all the other major 
players registered a decline in 
their subscriber base.

The subscriber base of the 
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance 
Jio increased to around 26.27 
crore, from 25.22 crore sub-
scribers reported in September, 
data released by the Telecom 
Regulators’ Authority of India 
(TRAI) on Wednesday showed.

Total wireless subscribers, 
including GSM, CDMA and 
LTE, increased by 0.6 per cent 
from 116.92 crore in September 
2018 to 117 crore at the end of 
October, the statement from 
TRAI said. 

“The wireless subscription 
in urban areas increased from 
647.70 million (64.77 crore) at 
the end of September 2018 to 

648.24 million (64.82 crore) at 
the end of October 2018, and 
in rural areas also it increased 
from 521.59 million (52.15 
crore) to 521.77 million (52.17 
crore) during the month,” it 
said. The state-run Bharat San-
char Nigam Ltd (BSNL) was the 
only telecom service provider 
after Jio to witness an addition 
in its subsriber base during 
the month. It added around 
3.64 lakh subscribers to take 
its total subscription base to 
11.34 crore.

The country’s largest op-
erator in terms of subscribers 
and revenue, Vodafone Idea 
lost 73.61 lakh subscriptions, 
to bring its total base down to 
42.76 crore subscribers, the 
data showed.

Bharti Airtel’s total sub-
scriber base stood at 34.16 crore 
at the end of October, as around 
18.64 lakh Airtel subscriptions 
were lost during the month. 

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (PTI): The Indian rupee 
Wednesday crashed by 75 paise, its first 
loss in last four sessions, to close at 70.18 
against the US dollar amid strengthen-
ing of the greenback and heavy selling 
in domestic equities.

At the Interbank Foreign Exchange 
(forex) market, the rupee opened lower 
at 69.60 and fell further to touch the day’s 
low of 70.23 a dollar.

The domestic currency, however, 
pared some losses and finally ended 
at 70.18 per dollar, down by 75 paise 
against its previous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee had appreci-
ated 34 paise to 69.43 against the Ameri-
can currency.

Forex traders attributed the rupee 
fall to strong dollar against major global 
currencies overseas, fall in domestic 
equities and weak GST collections. Fall-
ing crude oil prices, however, supported 
the rupee and capped the losses to some 
extent.

“Weak GST collections and con-
cerns around fiscal budget targets 
added to investor concerns. As a result, 

the Indian rupee was one of the worst 
performing emerging market curren-
cies with around 0.9 per cent fall,” said 
Sunil Sharma, Chief Investment Officer, 
Sanctum Wealth Management.

Sharma further said that crude 
holding on to the low prices is the silver 
lining and bodes well for a recovery in 
consumer demand in coming months as 
prices trickle down to the pump.

GST collections dropped to Rs 
94,726 crore in December 2018, lower 
than Rs 97,637 crore collected in the 
previous month.

Brent crude, the global benchmark, 
was trading lower at 53.34 per barrel, 
lower by 0.86 per cent.

Meanwhile, the dollar index was 
trading higher by 0.26 per cent at 96.33 
against a basket of six currencies in the 
late afternoon trade.

Meanwhile, foreign funds pulled 
out Rs 621.06 crore from the capital 
markets on a net basis, while domestic 
institutional investors sold shares worth 
Rs 226.18 crore Wednesday, provisional 
data showed.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 10th NAP BN (INDIA RESERVE)

ZHADIMA::NAGALAND
No. 10 BN (IR)Q-37/2018-2019/2233                    Dated, Zhadima, the 02nd Jan 2019

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed Tenders are invited by the undersigned for supply of the follow-
ing categories of ration items to 10th NAP Battalion (Indian Reserve), 
Zhadima for the year 2019-2020. 

1) Group - A                               - All Kind of Dal and Iodized Salt   
2) Group - B                               - Potato / Onion /Fresh Vegetables
3) Group - C                               - Meat on hoof - 2 Categories
    Category A                             - Khasi /Goat /Sheep (Live)
  Substitute items                      - (Chicken (Live) /Egg/Tinned Fish
    Category B                             - Pork (Live)
  Substitute items             - (Chicken (Live) / Egg / Tinned fish
4) Group - D                            - Firewood/ Charcoal

Tender forms and details can be obtained from the office of the  
undersigned on any working day. Tender will be received up to 12:00 
noon on 16th January 2019 and will be open on the same day by 12:30 
pm without fail.

(Shri. Videlalie Zashumo) IPS
Commandant10th NAP Bn (Indian Reserve)

Zhadima, Nagaland
KG-3068

GOVERMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 4th NAP BATTALION THIZAMA

P.O. KOHIMA: NAGALAND
No.4BN /Q-GEN 39/2018-19/1191              Dated, Thizama, the 02nd Jan 2019 

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed Tenders are hereby invited by the undersigned for supply of 
the following categories of Ration items to 4th NAP Battalion Thiza-
ma for the year, 2019-2020.
1) Group ‘A’                          - All Kind of Dal/ Iodized Salt   
2) Group ‘B’                       - Potato/ Onion / Fresh Vegetables
3) Group ‘C’                        - Meat on hoof - 2 Categories
 i) Category ‘A’                    - Khasi / Goat / Sheep (Live)
 Substitute items                - (Chicken (Live) /Egg /Tinned Fish
 ii) Category ‘B’                     - Pork (Live)
 Substitute items        - (Chicken (Live) /Egg /Tinned fish
4) Group ‘D’                    - Firewood/ Charcoal

Tender forms and details can be obtained from the office of the un-
dersigned on any working day. Tender will be received up to 1200 
hrs on 16th January 2019 and will be open on the same day by 1230 
hrs without fail.

(TEISOVISE METHA) NPS
Commandant, 4th NAP Battalion Thizama

Kohima, Nagaland.
KG-3069

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 15TH NAP (IR) MAHILA BATTALION 

CHUMUKEDIMA :: NAGALAND.
NO.XV NAP (IR) MBN /QB-20/2018-19/4877                      Dated Cmd. the 2nd Jan’.2019. 

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed Tenders are invited by the undersigned for supply of the following ration Items to 15th NAP(IR) Ma-
hila Bn, Chumukedima for the year 2019-2020. 
SI .No   Particulars  
1.   All Kinds of Dal 
2   Iodized Salt 
3.   Potato 
4.   Onion 
5.   Fresh Vegetables 
6.   Pork (MOH) 
7.   Khasi/Goat/Sheep (MOH) 
8.   Chicken/ Egg/ Tinned Fish (Substitute Items) 
9.   Firewood 
10.   Charcoal. 

(ABOLI METHA) NPS 
Commandant 

15th NAP (IR) Mahila Bn 
Chumukedima, Nagaland. 

DG-811

Details of the Tender Notice can be obtained from the office of the undersigned on any working 
Day. The last date of submission of the tender will be on 16/01/2019 at 12:00 hrs and opening of the 
tender will be at 12:30 hrs on the same day at the Office of the Commandant, 15th NAP (IR) Mahila Bn, 
Chumukedima.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT NAP TRAINING CENTRE

CHUMUKEDIMA : NAGALAND
No. NAPTC/QB-03/2018-19/570                      Dated: Chumukedima, the 02nd Jan 2019

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed tenders are invited by the undersigned for supply of the followings categories of Ration 
Items to NAP Training Centre Chumukedima for the year 2019-20. 
1) Group A  - All kinds of Dal & Iodized salt 
2) Group B  - Potato/Onion & Fresh vegetable 
3) Group C  - Meat on Hoof (02 Categories) 
  Category A - Khasi (Goat/Sheep) MOH 
  Category B - Pork MOH 
  Substitute items A & B - Chicken (Live) / Egg /Tinned Fish 
4) Group D  - Firewood /Cylinder & Charcoal 

(BEN LONGKUMER), NPS 
Commandant, NAP Training Centre 

Chumukedima : Nagaland
DG-810

Interested tenderers may collect the tender forms and details from the office of the Com-
mandant, NAP Training Centre on payment of Rs. 500.00 (five hundred) on any working 
day. 

Last date of receipt of the tender is 16th January 2019 upto 1200 Hrs ; and, shall be 
opened on the same day (16th January 2019) at 1230 Hrs in the presence of the tenderer/s. 

offtake during the month on 
account of adverse macro-
economic conditions.

Meanwhile, the Indian 
rupee fell sharply against 
the US dollar, hitting a low of 
70.06 against the US dollar 
in the afternoon trade, down 
63 paise. Brent crude futures 
dropped 1.25 per cent to 
USD 53.12 per barrel.

On a net basis, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
sold shares worth Rs 48.19 
crore Tuesday, while domes-
tic institutional investors 
(DIIs) were net buyers to the 
tune of Rs 142.58 crore, pro-
visional data available with 
BSE showed.

Traders were also track-
ing PMI data, which revealed 
that the country’s manufac-
turing sector activity in De-
cember slowed down from 
the previous month.

The Nikkei India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index eased to 53.2 
in December, from 54, in 
November.  Elsewhere in 
Asia, Korea’s Kospi ended 
1.52 per cent lower, while 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng fell 
2.77 per cent and Shanghai 
Composite Index slipped 
1.15 per cent.

Rs 70.78, Rs 74.30 and Rs 71.22, respectively. 
The prices for diesel per litre in Delhi, 

Kolkata, Chennai and Mumbai on Wednes-
day stood at Rs 62.66, Rs 64.42, Rs 66.14 and 
Rs 65.56, respectively.

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (IANS): A 
day after the Reserve Bank 
allowed restructuring de-
faulted loans of up to Rs 25 
crore taken by micro, small 
and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), its Governor Shak-
tikanta Das said he will hold 
talks with representatives 
from the MSME and non-
banking financial compa-
nies (NBFCs) next week.

“Will hold meetings with 
MSME associations and rep-
resentatives of NBFCs next 
week,” Das said in a tweet.

On Tuesday, the RBI per-
mitted a one-time restruc-
turing of existing loans that 

are in default but “standard” 
as on January 1, 2019, with-
out an asset classification 
downgrade.

Support for MSMEs was 
amongst the many conten-
tious issues between the RBI 
and the government. It was 
also widely speculated to 
be the main reason for the 
abrupt resignation of previ-
ous RBI Governor Urjit Patel 
last month.

Recently, the newly ap-
pointed RBI Governor also 
met chiefs of public sector 
and private sector banks to 
know their concerns and 
issues affecting the lenders.

Chennai, Jan. 2 (IANS): The Madras High Court on Wednes-
day allowed online pharmacies to sell drugs and cosmetics, 
staying an earlier order.

A two-member bench of the court said the earlier direc-
tion to the Central government to notify the rules governing 
the online sale of drugs before January 31 continues.

The Tamil Nadu Chemists and Druggists Association had 
filed a case against the sale of drugs by online companies.

According to the Association, online purchases may be 
convenient, but there exists the risk of unlicensed online 
outlets selling fake/expired/unapproved medicines.

Reacting to the court order, Pradeep Dadha, Founder and 
CEO, Netmeds.com in a statement said: “We are happy with 
the order of the Division Bench of the Madras High Court 
staying the sale of online medicines till further orders.”

“We are extremely grateful for the observations made by 
bench which validates the work that we have put in for the last 
three years,” said Dadha.

“As part of the observations, the bench recognized that 
mechanisms are in place to prevent any real abuse of proc-
ess by the online pharma sector. One of the most pertinent 
observations made was that the Central Government is not 
opposed to online pharmacies and is actively putting in place 
systems for regulating the sales,” Dadha said.
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Eastern Mirror

A New Agenda 
for All of India 

T
he New Year always brings new hope. So quite nat-
urally, ‘we the people of India’ have a long wish list 
as the year gone by was not a memorable one. In 
2018, starting from the economy to international 

relations, infrastructural developments to empowerment, 
all seem to have come to a halt. Will all that change in 
2019? Beyond a doubt the task in hand is difficult to per-
form. But that should not deter us from keeping the hopes 
alive as time and again India has proved that the nation 
and its people have the courage and ability to perform the 
most difficult tasks successfully.

Just take a trip down memory lane. In 1976, we had 
experienced an  almost similar situation. Autocratic 
decisions started prevailing in the country in place of 
democratic ones. Emergency was declared. Fundamental 
rights of the citizens were robbed in certain situations. 
People of India withstood all such onslaughts of 
democracy and free speech silently. Finally when they got 
an opportunity to give a befitting reply, without hesitation, 
the electorate threw out the incumbent government and 
ushered in a coalition era for the first time in Independent 
India. The change through ballot is no less than a ‘silent 
revolution.’

At the end of 2018, we witnessed similar experiences 
when in five state Assembly polls the ruling party could 
not retain even its strongholds. Though it is too early to 
say whether 1977 general election verdict will be repeated 
in 2019, the fact is that the results are definitely a warning 
signal to the ruling camp. It has clearly pointed out the 
need for introspection. Governance, not political slugfest 
should be agenda of the government. Besides, the verdict 
carries another very important message too, that India is 
one. Efforts to divide the nation on the basis of religion or 
caste should not be tolerated.

If Indians happened to support the religious divide, the 
reins of Rajasthan could well be in the hands of Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). As per the government records, 
maximum number of violent incidents in the name of 
cow protection took place in that State. In almost every 
village of Rajasthan, cow protection teams were formed 
and those teams more often than not, took law into their 
hands and killed people, merely on the basis of suspicion. 
The poll verdict has clearly rejected such lawlessness. In 
Chattishgarh, the electorate voted against ‘police raj.’ The 
verdict implies that development is the need of the hour, 
not bullets. Proper livelihood is the need instead of doles 
by the government. Madhya Pradesh verdict shows that 
no matter how many facilities were given to the so called 
saints of a particular community, basic needs of the people 
should be addressed first by the government.

So to prevent the repeat of 1977 verdict, it is essential 
for the government of the day to correct the course it has 
adopted. Not only from the five states which went to polls 
recently, the message from the entire country is loud and 
clear. Respect the age-old Indian values of tolerance, co-
existence and non-violence. Don’t forget the fact that 
India is a confluence of various religions, traditions and 
cultures. Dominance of one will never be acceptable to the 
people. Present us an India which is completely focussed 
on development and prosperity for all of India. Hope, 2019 
will fulfil this wish.

Pushkar | thewire.in

God views us through eyes of love.

He knew he shouldn’t have done it. I could clearly 
see he knew it was wrong: it was written all over 
his face! As I sat down to discuss his wrongdoing 
with him, my nephew quickly squeezed his eyes 

shut. There he sat, thinking—with three-year-old logic—
that if he couldn’t see me, then I must not be able to see 
him. And if he was invisible to me, then he could avoid the 
conversation (and consequences) he anticipated.

I’m so glad I could see him in that moment. While I 
couldn’t condone his actions, and we needed to talk about 
it, I really didn’t want anything to come between us. I 
wanted him to look fully into my face and see how much I 
love him and was eager to forgive him! In that moment, I 
caught a glimmer of how God might have felt when Adam 
and Eve broke His trust in the garden of Eden. Realizing 
their guilt, they tried to hide from God (Genesis 3:10), who 
could “see” them as plainly as I could see my nephew.

When we realize we’ve done something wrong, we 
often want to avoid the consequences. We run from it, 
conceal it, or close our eyes to the truth. While God will 
hold us accountable to His righteous standard, He sees us 
(and seeks us!) because He loves us and offers forgive-
ness through Jesus Christ.     

Father, thank You for seeing me and loving me even 
when I do wrong.

DAILY
PATH

Eyes Tightly Shut

BIBLE READ:  GENESIS 3:1–10       
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

They hid from the Lord God among the  
trees of the garden.           

~  Genesis 3:8

Taponeel  Mukherjee | IANS

Economic Growth: One Good 
Policy, and a Few More To Go 

A
ccess to credit, data and transpor-
tation are among the most crucial 
drivers of economic well-being. 
To ensure better access to critical 

needs in India, Rod Tidwell’s famous line 
from Jerry Maguire, “Show me the mon-
ey”, would hold in good stead. Access to 
the correct quality and quantity of financ-
ing at the right time is crucial to improving 
economic well-being.

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC) has been a significant boost to the 
credit mechanism of the economy. Of all 
the positive data that the IBC has seen of 
late the most critical, as per the Reserve 
Bank of India’s (RBI) “Report on Trend and 
Progress of Banking in India 2017-18”, was 
that the projected amount recovered as 
a percentage of amount involved in the 
bankruptcy proceedings was at 49.6 per-
cent for FY 2017-2018.

This number compares favourably 
with other recovery mechanisms such as 
LokAdalats, Debt Recovery Tribunals and 
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Fi-
nancial Assets and Enforcement of Secu-
rities Interest (SARFAESI) Act where the 
SARFAESI had the highest recovery rate at 

24.8 percent (projected for 2017-18).
While these are early days for the IBC 

and a lot more needs to be done to stream-
line the process, there is a strong possibil-
ity that it will assist creditors recover bet-
ter value for stressed assets. If this trend 
holds, this has a significant positive mul-
tiplier effect for the Indian credit system. 
From a lender’s perspective, the prospect 
of a relatively efficient and transparent 
bankruptcy process would imply better 
availability of credit in the economy.

Additionally, better credit flow 
through a robust bankruptcy mechanism 
also implies that, as the credit cycle ebbs 
and flows, the slowdown in lending in the 
downturn of the cycle will be less pro-
nounced as lenders will have recourse to 
a bankruptcy mechanism that they have 
greater faith in. The less noticeable slow-
down will reduce the stop-and-go credit 
mechanism that has severely hurt the In-
dian economy in the past.

Besides credit, data is a focal point 
in India. The move towards the 5G era in 
telecom is inevitable. The two areas that 
need urgent attention are the “fiberisa-
tion” of telecom towers and spectrum 
auctions for 5G airwaves.

The key driver for the transition will be 
effective “financing mechanisms” for the 

investment that the telecom ecosystem 
requires. The ability of the government, 
tower and telecom companies, and in-
vestors to utilise long-dated financing to 
create the fibre infrastructure will be criti-
cal. The possibility of viewing fibre as an 
asset that can be monetised through long-
dated annuity payments will be essential 
to facilitating a ubiquitous 5G network in 
India.

On the spectrum front, a delicate bal-
ance will have to be maintained between 
conducting fair-value spectrum auctions 
and ensuring the prices in India are com-
petitive with those globally.

The new year presents us an opportu-
nity to truly assess and execute projects to 
meet the ambitious allied infrastructure 
sector development targets that India has. 
The recent talk by Civil Aviation Minister 
Suresh Prabhu of building India as a po-
tential aircraft leasing market is laudable. 
At a broader level, the intent to make India 
a potential asset-financing hub is one that 
merits attention.

That said, building such a hub will re-
quire significant policy changes, primarily 
through lower taxes. The focus must be 
on increasing the tax revenues through 
greater financial activity, even as tax rates 
for specific activities are lowered to com-

pete with global financial centres. The 
asset financing market can only flourish 
and deliver long-term returns if post-tax 
investment returns are competitive on a 
global scale.

Given the growth in the domestic 
aviation market, the aim of locally financ-
ing aircraft assets will help boost the local 
credit market and allow lenders in India to 
benefit from the consumption boom. As 
air travel picks up further and assets yield 
decent investment returns, being able to 
keep the capital in circulation within the 
economy will help generate significant 
positive multiplier effects through in-
creased availability of credit, profitable 
loan books, and better job creation.

Policies such as IBC yielding positive 
results teach essential lessons regarding 
how gradual improvement in systems 
can result in long-term benefits. For In-
dia to indeed deliver equitable economic 
growth, further impetus on credit, data 
and financing markets is non-negotiable.

Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development 
Tracks, an infrastructure advisory firm. 

The views expressed are personal. He can 
be contacted at taponeel.mukherjee@

development-tracks.com or @Taponeel 
on Twitter

FGN New Year 
Greetings
Dear fellow Nagas,
Greetings to you in the Name 
of the Most High. Another 
year is gone A new year has 
come. Praise God! I wish every 
member of the Naga House-
hold a very Happy New Year.

The time is here again for 
everyone to retrospect, think 
afresh and resolve to strive 
for better. It is the time also 
to plan and reach out to one 
another with love and hope, 
to renew and strengthen rela-
tionship; it is indeed the time 
when we see the best in us at 
work. As we look in anticipa-
tion for the best promises of 
the New Year– 2019 – to un-
fold, I take this opportunity 
to extend my heartiest good-
will to every individual mem-
ber of the Naga family.

Even as we individually 
prepare to write a new chap-
ter of our wellbeing, may we 
never forget to remember the 
collective vision and aspira-
tion of the pioneers of our 
Naga nation, the sacrifices 
of sweat and blood upon 
which the foundation of our 
nation and our identity was 
laid firmly. Not that we bask 
over the past glories or treat 
unfortunate events with vin-
egary but that we must press 
on forward by letting our rich 
historical experiences to give 
meaning both to the present 
and the future.

Finally may we constant-
ly remind ourselves that it is 
God who guided us to where 
we are today and thus seek 
His face earnestly for the re-
demption of our aspiration 
and hope.

Kuknalim!
Brig. (Retd).S.Singnya

Kedahge
Federal Government of 

Nagaland

Farewell 2018
Like a river emptying into the sea,
Ne’er to flow back to you and me,
2018 enters into pages of history

Leaving behind only the memory.

Mixed memories of the year gone;
Engraved in mind; can’t be undone.
Good or bad, they are there to stay;
Some, time would soon wipe away.

Dear soul, have you played your part,
With resolution made from the start
Of the year that’s closing its chapter,
To effect change in others for better?

Have you been the shoulder to cry on,
Or t’at someone trustworthy to rely on?
Have you been the reason for a smile?
Has your life in 2018 been worthwhile?

Has thou enacted a play of comedy,
Or steered the mainrole in a tragedy?
Celebrate thy Act or repent if ye must,
For you know not if 2018 be your last.

2019 AD awaits, wrapped itself in grace:
To be gifted to those who’d run the race

In faith, and carve their name on destiny,
That they might find mention in eternity.

May we welcome the New Year in love,
As we place the Old in Heavens above,
That the Lord take care of all our past,

And be among us till we return to dust.
A Anato Seu

For How Long Will We Go on Building 
Plastic States and Plastic Cultures?  

W
e were once sons and daugh-
ters of a vibrant culture that 
was built on the firm foun-
dations of honesty, integrity 

and hard work. We were then sovereign 
and independent villages, dependent on 
nobody for our political or economic sur-
vival. We were so, because then, we lived 
under the shadows of our own proud 
rainbow flag of freedom and liberty. But 
somewhere along the way, some of our 
own people brought a saffron colored flag 
to fly over our lands. And life has never 
been the same since then.

From then on, a plastic culture 
emerged in our lands, where we became 
dependent on others for our political and 
economic survival. And for the past 58 
years since statehood, we have all been 
busy building this plastic state and cul-
ture. And whether we like it or not, we are 
all entrapped under its laws and regula-
tions. Of course, this plastic state and cul-
ture also has its glitter and glare.  Under 
its alluring shadows, some of our own few 
privileged ones have made their millions. 
But what this glittering saffron flag totally 
lacks is freedom and liberty. In fact, such 

a saffron flag is totally foreign and alien to 
our own customs and culture.

And yet, for how many more times are 
we going to talk about our so called privi-
leges under Article 371(A) of that saffron 
flag and Constitution? Incredulous edu-
cated Nagas seems to be totally incapable 
of ever understanding that the Disturbed 
Area Act of 1954 and AFSPA 1958 (etc), 
have already cut article 371(A ) to pieces? 
These naïve Nagas seems to be foolishly 
turning around a ripened apple in their 
fingers without realizing that the apple 
is laced with poison under the skin. This 
poison laced apple, hanging on the plas-
tic tree, has almost destroyed our culture. 
It has now started to corrode even our 
Christianity and our ethics.  But some-
how, we are still carrying on building this 
plastic state and culture, hiding now even 
under an external form of Christianity.

In the 1950’s, under the banner of the 
Naga National Council and the Federal 
Government of Nagaland, we were able 
to give an excellent account of ourselves 
in defending our independence. In my 
opinion, our heroic records then had sur-
passed the records of any other nations 

in history. But tragically, beginning in the 
early 1980’s, we disintegrated into all sorts 
of factions and started hoisting our own 
small “plastic rainbow flags” in the name 
of this revolution and that revolution. In 
the end, today, we are both an externally 
as well as internally suppressed people. 
We are indeed today a tormented people, 
denied our national freedom by a “saf-
fron plastic flag” on the one hand and ex-
torted by many “plastic rainbow flags” on 
the other hand. Just tell me how a nation 
can politically and economically progress 
under such throttling and suffocating cir-
cumstances?

But now, as a new year dawns on all of 
us, let us resolve ourselves to throw away 
all these saffron colored plastic flags and 
rainbow colored plastic flags from our 
land and our country.  Let us for once and 
all, stop building all these plastic states 
and plastic cultures. May the new ear 
bring us new insights and new commit-
ments to build a true nation under our 
own God given Rainbow flag. Long live- 
all true sons and daughters of Nagaland.  

 Kaka D Iralu

India’s best universities need a mix of both teaching- and research-focused faculty 
members to improve their academic performance.

Why India’s Best Universities Must Hire More Teachers

O
ne reason India’s universities per-
form poorly in world university 
rankings is because they lag behind 
the best institutions worldwide in 

research and publishing. AshwinFernandes, 
who heads the organisation that publishes 
one of these rankings, recently stressed this 
point, and said, “One might have good teach-
ing environment and better infrastructure but 
… research is of utmost importance.”

The Government of India has nudged 
universities and teachers towards research. 
In 2010, the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) introduced the Academic Performance 
Indicators (APIs), which required teachers in 
all higher education institutions to publish 
research, in addition to their teaching and ad-
ministrative responsibilities, to qualify them-
selves for promotions and other benefits. But 
the move backfired in many places because of 
its indifference to context.

Ironically, the first casualty of the UGC’s 
insistence on research has been research it-
self. Teachers at teaching-focused institutions 
such as colleges, those lacking the necessary 
infrastructure for research at their institutions 
and those without adequate research train-
ing had no choice but to publish. The more 
unscrupulous among them published in fake 
journals.

According to one study, papers authored 
by people at Indian universities made up 27% 
of all papers in predatory journals in biomedi-
cal sciences.

However, apart from some modifications, 
the UGC has retained APIs as-is while also try-
ing to finalise a whitelist of legitimate journals.

The second casualty: APIs have effectively 
done downgraded teaching – the raison d’être 
of most Indian academic institutions. Teach-
ing has become less desirable while research 
has accrued prestige. Teachers have become 
less interested in teaching because promo-
tions are not based on how well they teach but 
whether they publish. And it’s surprising that 
this is happening when 37 million students in 
the country need more good teachers.

In light of these issues, the government 
must make research optional for teachers 
at undergraduate institutions. It should also 

penalise research fraud of all kinds – whether 
plagiarism (which it has done) or publishing 
in fake journals.

There is also a larger issue. India’s best uni-
versities, or those aspiring to count amongst 
them, must encourage teaching as much as 
they do research.

As rankings become more popular, India’s 
universities demand more research from their 
faculty members. They also wish to hire more 
researchers, especially people who can pub-
lish in reputed journals or who already have 
a ‘healthy’ publishing record. And the cost of 
this preference is exacted from the teachers.

Research-oriented faculty members of 
this era typically frown upon teaching and 
see it as a roadblock to research. This is true 
at times, such as when they are asked to teach 
courses that have little to do with their re-
search interests. At the same time, universities 
that have hired too many research-oriented 
scholars have effectively left their students in 
the hands of reluctant, and subpar, teachers.

As a way out, universities could strike a 
balance between the two options by hiring 
based on the total number of courses a de-
partment offers. To improve their research 
output, universities must require its research-
ers to teach fewer courses and call upon its 
teachers to teach more. This way, the teachers 

are freed from a compulsion to conduct re-
search, researchers don’t have to teach more 
than they need to, and the students are in 
good hands.

At least one institution has already adopt-
ed this strategy. Last year, the Indian Institute 
of Information Technology (IIIT), Delhi, ad-
vertised for faculty positions thus:

To promote excellence in teaching, IIIT-
Delhi has created a few teaching-track fac-
ulty positions, … primarily targeted towards 
attracting outstanding teachers into the in-
stitute, and to whom both students and fac-
ulty may look up as role-models for teaching. 
Teaching-track faculty members are regular 
faculty members … but with a different em-
phasis between teaching and research. They 
will have a higher teaching load, will be ex-
pected to engage in high-quality teaching, 
and … will be expected to have a modest level 
of engagement in research. The criterion for 
tenure and promotion also has a higher ex-
pectation in quality teaching than research.

The same strategy must be followed by 
other institutions devoted to both teaching 
and research.

Pushkar has a PhD in political science 
(McGill University) and is currently director 

of The International Centre Goa. The views 
expressed here are personal.

Credit: vincent desjardins/Flickr, CC BY 2.0



The amendment that allows the UIDAI to impose civil penalties. Credit: The Wire.
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The Wire Analysis

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your romantic side 
is powerfully charged today, Aries. The more 
you tune in to this side of your nature, the 
happier you will be. The one thing to watch 

out for is keeping at least one foot on the ground at 
all times. Work from a stable platform of honesty and 
practicality. Without this foundation, you will be hard 
pressed to establish any walls or windows.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Attend to your 
duties today, Taurus. There’s a pronounced 
sense of time and a feeling that the days are 
slipping away. Make sure you fit love and ro-

mance into the equation somewhere. At first you may 
experience a bit of resistance in this department, but see 
that as an indication that this is an area of your life that 
you need to explore and ultimately feel more comfort-
able with.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Two different sides 
may tug on you today, and neither one may re-
ally make a strong case for pulling you one way 
or the other, Gemini. Realize that adjustments 

may have to be made for you to fit in with the scheme of 
things and fulfill your duties and responsibilities. A close 
loved one may distract you in subtle ways, so try not to 
get sidetracked if you can help it.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Tension may 
be a bit high with everyone and everything 
you encounter today, Cancer. There will be a 
strong need for stability and discipline, while 

others call for fun and frivolity. You may be caught in the 
middle. The worst thing is that no side, including yours, 
is going to want to compromise. Try not to take things 
too seriously.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Remember that you’re 
here to have fun, and happiness is your true 
destiny, Leo. Keep this in mind today, as forces 
may tend to pull you away from the fun you’ve 

been having. There may be a rather sobering tone to the 
day that’s stubbornly trying to rain on your parade. Rec-
ognize the need for structure and stability, but don’t let it 
bring you down.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You will recognize 
and appreciate the need for structure and 
stability on a day like today, Virgo. This prac-
tical energy may work to take away some of 

the fun out of the equation. You may not realize it, 
but the fun in your life may be getting chipped away 
little by little. Hold tight to the things that give you 
passion and purpose in life. These are the keys to 
healthy living.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Tension may build 
today if you aren’t careful about how you use 
your words, Libra. Remember that forces are 
trying to push you one way and pull you anoth-

er. You may encourage a focus on the collective while oth-
ers seem too worried about themselves. Yet another force 
is calling for outdated remedies and traditional structures 
that no longer suit your purposes. Blaze your own trail.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Take a look at 
what’s going on around you today, Scorpio, and 
do some internal processing before you reach 
a conclusion regarding the best way to pro-

ceed. You may find that a combination of powerful forces 
is trying to win you over to their camp. Don’t pigeonhole 
yourself into one way of doing things. Keep in mind that 
the best route is often a combination of several different 
paths.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Watch out 
for a jolt in the action, Sagittarius, as someone 
close to you puts on the brakes in a relationship. 
There could be conflicts based on a need for 

more structure and stability in the partnership. The im-
balance between having fun and taking care of practical 
matters is currently working to slowly destroy the good 
thing that you have going. Nip this problem in the bud.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Just when 
you thought you had everything planned and 
working smoothly, Capricorn, love comes in 
and clogs up the works. Suddenly your atten-

tion is diverted from work as the love of your life catches 
your eye. This could be a good or bad thing, depending on 
how you view it. Remember that both aspects of your life 
are important. The key now is to find a healthy balance 
between the two.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your heart is go-
ing pitter-pat, Aquarius, and you’re tempted to 
escape into a romantic fantasyland in which 
you play the starring role. The bad news is that 

something may be trying to hold you back today. It could 
be that your conscience is coming on the scene to remind 
you that work needs to be done before you can go off into 
your own little fairytale world.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may feel a bit 
of a strain today as you try to figure out the best 
way to get to where you need to be, Pisces. The 
happy, jovial approach tells you to let loose, be 

courageous, and strike out with conviction toward the 
things that mean the most to you. A sense of duty and re-
striction may be holding you back. Take the best of both 
worlds and come up with a unique plan of attack.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

T
he New Horizons spacecraft, which 
flew past Pluto in 2015, is flew by “Ul-
tima Thule,” the object in the Kuiper 
belt of bodies beyond Neptune on 

January 1, 2019. The name Ultima Thule, sig-
nifying a distant unknown place, is fitting but 
it is currently just a nickname pending formal 
naming. The official names of the body and 
of the features on its surface will eventually 
be allocated (this could take years) by the In-
ternational Astronomical Union (IAU), which 
celebrates its centenary in 2019.

The IAU’s achievements during its first 
few decades include resolving contradictory 
sets of names given to features on the Moon 
and Mars by rival astronomers during the pre-
vious few centuries. The nomenclature work-
ing group’s task would then have been largely 
over, had the space age not dawned – allowing 
space probes to send back images revealing 
spectacular landscape details on planets and 
their moons.

Planetary scientists would find life diffi-
cult without names for at least the largest or 
most prominent features on a body. If there 
were no names, the only ways to be sure that 
other investigators could locate the same fea-
ture would be by numbering them or specify-
ing map coordinates. Either option would be 
cumbersome and unmemorable.

The rules
Building on some of the already entrenched 
lunar and martian names, the IAU imposed 
order by establishing themes for the names 
of features on each body. For example, large 
craters on Mars are named after deceased 
scientists and writers associated with Mars 
(there’s an Asimov and a Da Vinci), and craters 
less than 60 km across are named after towns 
and villages on Earth (there’s a Bordeaux and 
a Cadiz).

Apart from craters, most names are in two 
parts, with a “descriptor term” of Latin origin 
added to denote the type of feature that has 
been named. On Mars we find neighbouring 
valleys called Ares Vallis, Tiu Vallis and Simud-
Vallis, in which the descriptor term “Vallis” is 
Latin for valley. This is preceded by the word 
for “Mars” in a different language – in these 
examples Greek, Old English/Germanic and 
Sumerian respectively. Among other descrip-
tor terms are Chasma (a deep, elongated de-
pression), Mons (mountain), Planitia (a low 
lying plain) and Planum (a high plain or pla-
teau).

Descriptor terms are chosen to avoid im-
plying that we know how any particular fea-
ture formed. For example, there are many 
scarps on Mercury that are currently inter-
preted as thrust faults (where one region of 
a planet’s surface has been pushed over an-
other). However, a neutral descriptor term – 
in this case Rupes (Latin for scarp) – is used 

so they would not have to be renamed if we 
were to realise that we’d been misinterpreting 
them. Similarly, none of the giant mountains 
on Mars that are almost certainly volcanoes 
has volcano as a formal part of its name.

The largest volcano on Mars, Olympus 
Mons, coincides with an ephemeral bright 
spot that can sometimes be discerned through 
telescopes. Though this was initially dubbed 
Nix Olympica (meaning “the snows of Olym-
pus”) by the 19th-century observer, Giovanni 
Schiaparelli, space probes have since shown 
that the temporary brightness is not snow 
but clouds that sometimes gather around the 
summit. The IAU decided to keep the Olym-
pus part of the name, qualified by the more 
appropriate descriptor Mons (mountain in 
Latin).

On the Moon, the IAU retained Mare (Lat-
in for sea) as a descriptor term for dark spots, 
even though it is clear they have never been 
water-filled as was once thought. However, 
Michael van Langren’s Mare Langrenianum, 
which he immodestly named after himself on 
his 1655 map, is now Mare Fecunditatis.

Cultural balance
The IAU is rightly sensitive to achieving cul-
tural and gender balance. The names of lunar 
craters that the IAU inherited commemorate 
famous past scientists, which for historical 
reasons are dominantly male and Western. In 
partial compensation, the IAU decided that all 

features on Venus, whose surface was virtual-
ly unknown because of its global cloud cover 
until we got radar spacecraft into orbit, would 
be named after females (deceased or mythi-
cal). For example, there is a Nightingale Co-
rona, a large oval-shaped feature named after 
Florence Nightingale. The only non-female 
exceptions are three features that had already 
been named after being detected by Earth-
based radar.

Prior to the first detailed images of Ju-
piter’s moons by Voyager-1 in 1979, the IAU 
planned to use names from the myths of peo-
ples in Earth’s equatorial zone for the moon 
Io. It would use mythical names from the 
European temperate zone for Europa, names 
from near-Eastern mythology for Ganymede 
and names from far northern cultures for Cal-
listo.

They stuck to the latter three, and so Eu-
ropa has AnnwnRegio (a region named after 
the Welsh “Otherworld”), and Ganymede and 
Callisto have craters named Anubis (Egyptian 
jackal-headed god) and Valhalla (Norse war-
riors’ feast hall).

However, because Io was revealed to be 
undergoing continual volcanic eruptions, 
the original naming theme was deemed in-
appropriate and was replaced by the names 
of fire, sun, thunder/lightning and volcano 
deities from across the world’s cultures. For 
example, the names Ah Peku, Camaxtli, Ema-
kong, Maui, Shamshu, Tawhaki, and Tien Mu 

(which occur on the map above) come from 
fire, thunder or Sun myths of the Mayans, 
the Aztecs, New Britain, Hawaii, Arabia, the 
Maoris, and China, respectively.

Captain Cook and the Maoris
The IAU has struggled to achieve cultural 
balance for some features. For example, the 
theme for Rupes on Mercury is “ships of dis-
covery or scientific expeditions.” By the na-
ture of world history, there is a preponderance 
of Western ship names. For example, we find 
Adventure, Discovery, Endeavour, and Reso-
lution – all four ships from Captain Cook’s 
18th-century voyages to the Southern Ocean 
and Pacific.

Personally, I am content that these were 
primarily journeys of scientific discovery 
rather than of conquest or colonisation. 
Cook’s first voyage was undertaken to observe 
a rare transit of Venus, and his second voyage 
reached further south than ever before.

That said, it would be nice to redress the 
balance. In connection with a European 
planetary mapping project, one of my PhD 
students and I hope to get at least one of Mer-
cury’s as yet unnamed Rupes named after 
a canoe in which the Maoris arrived in New 
Zealand.

Ultimately, space exploration is for all of 
humanity.

David Rothery  is a professor of Planetary 
Geosciences, The Open University

T
he NarendraModi govern-
ment has introduced a Bill 
in parliament that propose 
amendments to various laws 

that underpin the Aadhaar ecosys-
tem, in a move that comes after a 
Supreme Court verdict earlier this 
year curtailed the sprawling nature of 
India’s biometric authentication pro-
gramme.

The Aadhaar And Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill 2018, which was 
passed by the cabinet two weeks ago 
and introduced by information tech-
nology minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
in the LokSabha on Wednesday, con-
tains a host of amendments that have 
to be passed to comply with various 
aspects of the apex court’s judge-
ments.

These include: provisions to help 
make the biometric scheme vol-
untary, clauses that will allow the 
Unique Identification Authority of In-
dia (UIDAI) to more effectively police 
its ecosystem and options to cancel 
Aadhaar numbers when one turns 18.

The most controversial change, 
however, are two proposed amend-
ments to the Telegraph Act and the 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act. 
The amendments will allow banks 
and telecom operators to continue 
using voluntary Aadhaar authentica-
tion as a means of linking Aadhaar 
numbers to bank accounts and mo-
bile SIM cards.

Critics and privacy advocates say 
that these two amendments specifi-
cally are in contravention of the Su-
preme Court judgement.

“The Supreme Court…. explicitly 
prohibited use of Aadhaar by private 
parties by declaring Section 57 of the 
Aadhaar Act, 2016, as unconstitu-
tional. This section provided grounds 
for Aadhaar-based authentication by 
private entities as well,” a statement 
by Rethink Aadhaar, a non-partisan 
campaign that is critical of the UID 
project, said on Tuesday.

“The present bill proposes 
amendments to the Aadhaar Act, 
Telegraph Act and the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act which will cir-

cumvent the SC judgment, and allow 
the continued use of Aadhaar-based 
e-KYC authentication by private enti-
ties for mobile and banking services, 
respectively,” it added.

When Prasad introduced the Bill 
in the LokSabha on Tuesday, it drew 
sharp criticism from opposition party 
members.

Congress MP ShashiTharoor said 
that it would enable “private organi-
sations to get Aadhaar details which 
is in violation of the Supreme Court 
judgement” and that it failed to pro-
tect the right to privacy.

Revolutionary Socialist Party’s 
N.K. Premchandran said: “Kindly 
see the definition of Aadhaar. The 
original Aadhaar definition has been 
changed… since it is in violation of 
Supreme Court judgement, I strongly 
oppose the Bill.”

What are the problems with the 
Bill? Does it really run afoul of the 
Supreme Court verdict? And which 
amendments deserve further public 
consultation? The Wire, which has 
accessed a copy of the Bill, breaks it 
down.

Broad objectives
The overarching details of the amend-
ments are as follows:
1) Make it ‘voluntary’: The Bill goes 
out of its way to add the word ‘volun-
tary’ to various clauses.

A new sub-section under Section 
4 of the Aadhaar Act will now include 
the sentence: “Every Aadhaar number 
holder to establish his identity, may 
voluntarily use his Aadhaar number 
in physical or electronic form by way 
of authentication or offline verifica-
tion, or in such other form as may be 
notified, in such manner as may be 
specified by regulations.” (emphasis 
added).

The ‘voluntary’ clauses are also 
added to the proposed amendments 
to the Telegraph Act and PMLA Act. 
For instance, a sub-section to be 
added to the Telegraph Act notes that 
usage of Aadhaar authentication as 
a mode of identification shall be a 
“voluntary choice of the person who 
is sought to be identified and no per-
son shall be denied any service for not 
having an Aadhaar number”.

This, critics allege, is disingenu-
ous as in many parts of the country, 
even ‘voluntary’ Aadhaar usage can 
often and easily mean that furnishing 
an Aadhaar number is the quickest 
way of getting a job done. Secondly, 
with the Bill, the government still 
retains its ability to make Aadhaar 
mandatory for “provision of any serv-
ice” if it is “required by a law made by 
parliament”. This means that the law 
doesn’t wholly commit itself to mak-
ing sure Aadhaar is purely voluntary.
2) Amending Telegraph and PMLA 
Act: This is the biggest change. The 
Supreme Court verdict struck down 
Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act, which 
meant that technically speaking, no 
private entity could carry out Aadhaar 
authentication. This, legal experts 
said at the time, signalled the effec-
tive death of what is known as ‘e-KYC’ 
or electronic-Know-Your-Customer 
technology.

A day after the verdict was passed, 
finance minister ArunJaitley hinted 
that e-KYC could be brought back for 
specific entities if it was backed by a 
law passed by parliament. This Bill 
thus seeks to amend the Indian Tel-
egraph Act, 1885 and the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 2002, to 
“provide for the use of Aadhaar au-
thentication”.

Simply put, this means that banks 
and telecom operators can now con-
tinue to link Aadhaar to bank ac-
counts and mobile SIM cards (and 
use Aadhaar authentication). The 
only caveat is that this should be done 
on a “voluntary basis” and allow for 
“other modes of identification”.

This amendment has drawn 
scathing criticism, primarily because 
many legal experts see it as circum-
venting the Supreme Court’s striking 
down of Section 57. Writing for The 
Wire shortly after the apex court ver-
dict, advocates VrindaBhandari and 
Rahul Narayan noted that allowing 
use of Aadhaar by private players was 
“unconstitutional” and hence could 
not be “resurrected through legisla-
tion”.

It remains to be seen if this will 
pass muster in the RajyaSabha, where 
the Centre does not have a majority, if 
the amendments aren’t introduced as 

a money bill.
3) Legalising ‘offline’ verification: 
The Bill also contains amendments 
that sanction the creation and use 
of offline verification tools for Aad-
haar. These methods, which include 
QR codes, do not require Aadhaar 
authentication, sharing of Aadhaar 
numbers or involve UIDAI’s servers.

When it was introduced, the UID-
AI promoted it as a privacy-respectful 
mechanism that also solved prob-
lems such as lack of connectivity in 
rural areas and problems with Aad-
haar’s fingerprint and iris authentica-
tion.
4) Regulating entities in the Aadhaar 
ecosystem: The biggest problem with 
India’s biometric programme has 
been with its sprawling ecosystem. 
This includes state governments, en-
rolment partners and private entities 
that use Aadhaar.

This was a grievance raised by pe-
titioners before the Supreme Court 
and acknowledged by the five-judge 
bench. The Bill looks to counter some 
of this criticism by first allowing enti-
ties to perform authentication “only 
when they are compliant with the 

standards of privacy and security 
specified”.

Secondly, the Bill gives greater 
regulatory powers to the UIDAI to 
issue directions to any “entity in the 
Aadhaar ecosystem”, as well as en-
hance “restrictions on sharing of in-
formation by requesting entity”. The 
amendments also crucially give the 
Aadhaar body power to levy civil pen-
alties when entities within the ecosys-
tem mess up.

Privacy advocates feel that this 
isn’t enough to tackle the problem of 
Aadhaar-related fraud.

“There is no indication that either 
the finance ministry or the UIDAI has 
attempted to address these security 
lapses in the Aadhaar ecosystem. Al-
lowing and encouraging the use of 
Aadhaar-based authentication by 
private entities will result in further 
scams and theft,” the Rethink Aad-
haar statement notes.

“After the SC judgment, private 
entities are no longer allowed to 
maintain any Aadhaar-related data 
records whatsoever. While the peti-
tioners have been trying to push for 
compliance on this, the government’s 

latest move may encourage the con-
tinued collection of citizens’ data 
through use of Aadhaar-based au-
thentication violating the protections 
laid down by the Supreme Court.”
5) Allowing children to delete their 
Aadhaar number: One of the more 
curious debates before the Supreme 
Court was whether people under the 
age of 18 had really consented to sign-
ing up to the biometric authentica-
tion programme.

The apex court broadly agreed 
that the government needed to carve 
out an exception for children and 
the Bill looks to do this by giving an 
option to children who are Aadhaar 
number holders to “cancel their Aad-
haar number on attaining the age of 
eighteen years”.

While this is welcome, in prac-
ticality it doesn’t address serious 
problems surrounding children and 
Aadhaar. This includes the fact that 
schools and colleges across India are 
demanding Aadhaar details despite 
the Supreme Court judgement. And 
two, Aadhaar is de facto mandatory 
for all adults as it still required to be 
linked to one’s PAN card.

From Volcanoes on Mars to Scarps on Mercury – 
How Places on Other Worlds Get their Names

Why Modi Government is Amending the Aadhaar Act and What it Means for You
Critics allege that with the new Bill, the Centre is looking to circumvent the Supreme Court order passed earlier this year.
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Two young women enter Sabarimala, leave Kerala in ferment 

Government rejects JPC demand on Rafale “Jamshedpur”, 
as British Viceroy 
named it, turns 100

PM urged to recognise Sarna Dharma of tribalsIS module case: NIA takes accused to 
Amroha to identify bomb material suppliers

Sabarimala/Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Jan. 2 (PTI): 
Cloaked in black veils and 
shrouded in early morning 
darkness, two women of 
menstruating age group 
made history on Wednes-
day when they stepped 
into the Sabarimala temple 
of Lord Ayyappa, breaking 
a centuries-old tradition 
defying dire threats from 
the Hindu right.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
sparked violent protests 
across Kerala by the BJP 
and Hindu right outfits, 
with the state secretariat 
turning into a veritable war 
zone for nearly five hours 
as the ruling CPI(M) and 
workers of the saffron party 
clashed, pelting each other 
with stones.

Police used water can-
nons and burst teargas 
shells to bring the situation 
under control.

Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan’s effigy was burnt 
at Malappuram and four 
activists of the BJP’s Ma-
hila Morcha were arrested 
when they forced their way 
close to the chief minis-
ter’s office in the secretariat 
complex.

The two dauntless 
women--Kanakadurga 
and Bindu--aged 44 and 
42, stepped into the hal-
lowed precincts guarded 

by police three months 
after the Supreme Court’s 
historic judgement lifting 
the ban on entry of girls and 
women between 10 and 50 
years of age into the shrine 
of Lord Ayyappa, its “eter-
nally celibate” deity.

The duo, draped in 
black and their faces cov-
ered in veils, entered the 
temple at 3:38 am, a day 
after over 35 lakh women 
stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
across the national high-
ways in Kerala, creating a 
620 km-long human ‘wall’ 
from the northern end of 
Kasaragod to the southern 
tip in Thiruvananthapuram 
as part of the state-spon-
sored initiative to uphold 
gender equality.

As the news spread like 
wildfire from the hill shrine, 
protests erupted at several 
places, with Hindu right-
wing activists blocking 
highways and forcing clo-
sure of shops and markets.

The ruling CPI(M)’s of-
fices were vandalised at 
several places causing ten-
sion, police said.

State-owned KSRTC 
buses were damaged at 
Konni and Kozhencherry 
in Pathanamthitta district 
where the temple is lo-
cated besides several other 
places. Devaswom Board 
offices attached to temples 

NEWS IN BRIEF
IndiGo flight makes priority  
landing in Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad, Jan. 2 (PTI):  A city-bound IndiGo flight 
from New Delhi made a priority landing here Tuesday 
after smoke was detected mid-air in the cockpit and 
cabin of the A320 aircraft, a source said Wednesday. The 
pilot issued a Pan-Pan call and sought a priority landing 
from the Ahmedabad ATC, the source said. An IndiGo 
spokesperson said its flight made a priority landing due 
to an “unusual” smell. A ‘Pan-Pan’ call is the one which 
is issued in a less urgent situation but that still requires 
attention from air traffic control. “The flight 6E6373 
took off from New Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International 
Airport at 7.42 am for Ahmedabad. However, mid-air the 
pilot noticed smoke in the aircraft cockpit and cabin and 
issued a Pan-Pan call to seek priority landing from the 
Ahmedabad ATC. The Airbus A320 plane landed at 8.57 
am, about half an hour ahead of the scheduled arrival 
time,” the source said.

Himachal CM opens five-day 
Manali winter carnival
Manali, Jan. 2 (IANS):  Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Jai Ram Thakur on Wednesday opened the five-day 
National Winter Carnival in this tourist resort in Kullu dis-
trict by flagging off a carnival parade. The Chief Minister 
said a number of activities at the festival have increased 
and over the years it has gained popularity amongst for-
eign tourists too. “Initially, the winter carnival was started 
to promote the state’s culture through presentation of 
folk dances and music. With passage of time, many other 
activities have also been added to it,” he said in his ad-
dress. Over 120 Mahila Mandals or women groups of the 
area participated in the procession taken out on the first 
day. They were carrying messages of cleanliness, drug 
abuse, women empowerment, awareness against female 
foeticide and environment conservation. Thakur said 
Kullu district was probably the best district in the state 
in preserving and conserving the rich cultural heritage.

‘Black’ banned ahead of Modi visit
Ranchi, Jan. 2 (IANS): When Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visits Palamau in Jharkhand on January 5, one 
colour will not be permitted in any form: black. The Pal-
amau administration issued the ban order after leaders 
of the 80,000 para teachers on strike since November 15 
demanding regularization of their service vowed to show 
black flags to Modi in Palamau.  “The government staff 
or common people cannot wear black socks,” an official 
said. “The ban also covers clothes, bags, shoes, purses 
and caps.”  Modi is scheduled to arrive in Palamau at 
10.30 a.m. to spend an hour in the district. The Prime 
Minister will lay the foundation stone of the Mandal dam 
irrigation project, which was pending since 1972. The 
dam will be built at a cost of Rs 2,500 crore. He will also 
lay the foundation stone of a pipeline to meet the needs 
of drinking water and irrigation in Palamu and Garhwa 
districts at a cost of Rs 1,138 crore.

Punjab cabinet approves govt plan to 
distribute smartphones among youth
Chandigarh, Jan. 2 (PTI): Nearly two years after com-
ing to power, the Chief Minister Amarinder Singh-led 
Congress government in Punjab is all set to implement a 
key poll promise of distributing smartphones among the 
youth of the state. The state cabinet Wednesday approved 
the modalities for the distribution of smartphones, with 
graduating students of government schools, colleges and 
technical institutions to be covered in the first phase of 
the scheme, an official spokesperson said here.  Students 
would be required to submit a self-certification, stating 
that they do not already possess a smartphone. The 
scheme will give a further impetus to the state govern-
ment’s digital empowerment agenda, he said. In addi-
tion, one-time bundled 12 GB data and 600 local minutes 
talk time (voice) valid for one year would also be provided 
under the scheme, the official said.
 The vendor to implement the scheme shall be selected 
through an open transparent bidding process, for which 
the tender document has already been floated by the 
Punjab Information and Communication Technology 
Corporation, he said, adding that vendors would be on 
board within a period of about two months, and the first 
batch of phones is expected to be distributed in March.
 Notably, the move comes barely months before the Lok 
Sabha polls and despite a financial crunch facing the 
state.

PTI

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley speaks in the Lok Sabha during the discussion on the issues related to 
Rafale deal, at Parliament in New Delhi, Wednesday

PTI

Priests carry out ‘purification’ of the Lord Ayyappa Temple after two women in their early 40s entered the 
shrine and offered prayers, in Sabarimala, Kerala on Wednesday.

across the state were also 
locked up.

Several policemen were 
injured in the violence.

People from media 
were also attacked by BJP 
activists in front of the sec-
retariat, officials said.

Sabarimala Karma 
Samithi, an umbrella or-
ganisation of various pro-
Hindutva groups, spear-
heading protests against 
the Supreme Court’s Sep-
tember 28 verdict, and 

Antarrashtriya Hindu 
Parishad (AHP), have called 
a state-wide shutdown on 
Thursday, when the Con-
gress-led UDF said it would 
observe a “black day”.

Fed up with the fre-
quent shut-downs in Kera-
la, quite a few trade bodies 
and merchant organisa-
tions have decided to defy 
the call and keep their es-
tablishments open.

Soon after some local 
TV news channels aired 

visuals of the two women 
trekking to the hilltop tem-
ple, Chief Minister Piranayi 
Vijayan, whose Left Front 
government is weather-
ing a storm of protests by 
hardline Ayyappa devotees 
over his determination to 
enforce the apex court ver-
dict, announced they had 
indeed offered prayers at 
the shrine.

“Earlier, women were 
not able to enter the tem-
ple due to certain hurdles. 

They may have entered 
the shrine today because 
they would not have faced 
any issues. It is a fact that 
the women have entered 
Sabarimala. Police have 
given them security,” a vis-
ibly pleased Vijayan said.

The development did 
not go down well with the 
temple authorities, with the 
head priest ordering devo-
tees out of the premises 
and closing doors to the 
sanctum sanctorum. He 
performed a “purification” 
ritual for an hour before the 
doors were opened again.

T h e  w o m e n  w e r e 
whisked away from the 
temple by police soon after 
‘darshan’.

They were brought 
to Pathanamthitta from 
where they left for an un-
disclosed destination, of-
ficials said.

Police contingents have 
been posted at the resi-
dences of Bindu, a college 
lecturer and CPI(ML) activ-
ist from Kozhikode district’s 
Koyilandy, and Kanaka-
durga, a civil supplies de-
partment employee from 
Angadipuram in Malap-
puram.

Scores of women had 
made valiant attempts to 
visit the shrine since the 
Supreme Court verdict but 
were forced to retreat, men-

aced by hardline Ayyappa 
devotees.

Bindu later said the 
duo faced no protests from 
Ayyappa devotees, either 
during the climb or while 
offering prayers.

“ U n l i k e  i n  t h e 
p a s t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o 
‘namajapa’(frenzied dev-
otees chanting Ayyappa 
mantras) protests when 
we climbed the hills this 
morning. Only devotees 
were there and they did 
not stop us or stage any 
protests. Police offered us 
protection from Pamba, 
the foothhills,” she told a 
TV channel.

She said they wore the 
attire meant for women for 
Ayyappa ‘darshan’.

Nobody knows exactly 
when girls and women 
of reproductive age were 
forbidden from offering 
prayers at Sabarimala, but 
according to a 19th-century 
British survey report the 
ban was in place even 200 
years ago.

The informal restriction 
had got legal ratification 
and acceptance following 
a Kerala High Court judge-
ment in 1991.

Soon after the two 
doughty women made his-
tory, black flags were shown 
to Devaswom Minister 
Kadakampally Surendran 

at Guruvayur and Health 
minister K K Shylaja at Kan-
nur by the BJP and its youth 
wing activists.

Holding Ayyappa por-
traits and chanting hymns 
to the Lord, protesters 
marched through the 
streets at several places 
including Kochi, Pathan-
amthitta, Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Kollam.

Reacting to the entry 
of the two women into the 
temple, senior Congress 
leader Ramesh Chennitha-
la said it showed the “head-
strong attitude” of the chief 
minister.

His BJP counterpart 
P S Sreedharan Pillai said 
the CPI-M-led government 
had “betrayed” the senti-
ments of Ayyappa devo-
tees.

Women’s rights activist 
Trupti Desai, the leader of 
Bhumata Brigade who led 
the campaign for women to 
be allowed to offer prayers 
in Maharashtra’s Shani 
Shingnapur temple, Haji 
Ali Dargah, Mahalakshmi 
temple and Trimbakeshwar 
Shiva temple, hailed the 
courage of the two women.

“This is a big victory 
for our agitation. A victory 
of equality...This is a good 
beginning for women in 
the new year,” Desai told 
PTI from Pune.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o n 
Wednesday rejected in the 
Lok Sabha the opposition 
demand for a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC) 
probe into the Rafale fighter 
jet deal with France, saying 
there was no corruption, 
and accused the Congress, 
“which has a legacy of 
scams” like Bofors and Au-
gustaWestland, of inventing 
allegations against a “clean” 
government.

Intervening in the dis-
cussion on the controversial 
deal with the French aircraft 
manufacturer Dassault, he 
said there was no need for 
a JPC since the Supreme 
Court had already given 
its verdict on the process, 
pricing, offset clause and 
HAL issue after satisfying its 
conscience.

A parliamentary com-
mittee can come to a con-
sensus when it comes to 
policy matters but could 
become partisan when it 
comes to investigation, Jait-
ley said, explaining why the 
government was ruling out 
a JPC probe.

“Rafale issue is not a 
policy or administrative or 
governance matter. It is an 
investigation into whether 
it was a clean or an unclean 
deal. The Supreme Court 
has said that ‘we have satis-
fied our conscience’ about 
pricing, HAL, offset. What 
will JPC do in an investiga-
tion?” Jaitley said and re-
ferred to the JPC that went 
into the kickbacks in the 
Bofors deal.

“The committee head-
ed by (late) Shankaranand 
gave a report saying that 
they were not kickbacks but 
winding up charges. The 
JPC whitewashed the fraud 

Jamshedpur, Jan. 2 (PTI) : En-
visioned by a Parsi, planned 
by an American, named by 
a British Viceroy and land-
scaped by a German, the 
industrial of “Jamshedpur” 
turned 100 on Wednesday. 
A small hamlet known as 
“Sakchi” was rechristened 
as “Jamshedpur” on this day 
on January 2, 1919, by Lord 
Chelmsford, the then Viceroy 
of India, in memory of Tata 
Steel founder Jamshedpur 
Nusserwanji Tata.

“This place will see a 
change in its name and will 
no longer be known as Sak-
chi, but will be identified 
with the name of its founder, 
bearing down through the 
ages the name of the late 
Mr Jamsetji Tata. Hereaf-
ter, this place will be known 
by the name of Jamshed-
pur,” the British ruler had 
said, according to a com-
pany statement here.“...few 
places in India can equal 
Jamshedpur’s pluralism.” 
US engineer Julian Kennedy 
planned the city on the basis 
of the blueprint of J N Tata, a 
Parsi, and later, in 1940s, Otto 
Koenigsberger of Germany 
gave Jamshedpur its parks 
and gardens, the Tata Steel 
said in its website.

“It is hard to imagine that 
10 years ago, this place was 
scrub and jungle; and here, 
we have now, this place set 
up with all its foundries and 
its workshops and its popu-
lation of 40,000 to 50,000 
people. This great enterprise 
has been due to the presci-
ence, imagination of the late 
Mr Jamsetji Tata,” Chelms-
ford had said on this day in 
1909.

Amroha, Jan. 2 (IANS): The 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) probing the new Islamic 
State module ‘Harkat-ul-Harb-
e-Islam,’ on Wednesday took 
the arrested accused to Am-
roha to identify the people 
who supplied arms and bomb-
making material to them.

A senior NIA official, who 
requesting anonymity, said the 
arrested accused were taken to 
several parts of a western Ut-
tar Pradesh city to identify the 
people who supplied material 
for making the pipe bombs.

The official also said the 
agency carried out fresh 
searches at two places in Am-
roha to identify more suspects 
and took two persons for ques-
tioning.  He said the agency 
rounded up two scrap dealers, 
Ram Chander and Pintu, from 
the bypass area of Amroha.

According to the official, 
the two people were in touch 

with the brother duo, Raees 
and Saeed, who worked as 
welders and were arrested 
on December 26.  The coun-
ter-terror probe agency also 
questioned two general store 
shopkeepers from Amroha, 
from whom the alleged mas-
termind Mufti Mohammad Su-
hail bought pottasium to make 
bombs. However, they were 
released after questioning.

On December 26, the NIA 
arrested 10 people, including 
the group leader, who were 
allegedly planning to attack 
some political personalities, 
security establishments as well 
as crowded places in Delhi and 
the National Capital Region.  
The arrests were made after 
the NIA carried out search-
es at 17 places -- six in East 
Delhi’s Jafarabad area, six in 
Amroha, two each in Lucknow 
and Hapur and one place in 
Meerut, leading it to seize a 

country-made rocket launcher, 
12 pistols, 112 alarm clocks, 
100 mobile phones, 135 SIM 
cards, several laptops and vari-
ous electronic gadgets, besides 
150 rounds of ammunition.

The NIA also seized 25 kg 
of explosive material, such as 
potassium nitrate, ammonium 
nitrate, sulphur, sugar material 
paste, mobile phone circuits, 
batteries, 51 pipes, remote 
control car triggering switch, 
wireless digital doorbell for 
remote switch, steel contain-
ers, electric wires, knife, sword, 
IS-related literature and Rs 7.5 
lakh in cash.

All the arrested members of 
‘Harkat-ul-Harb-e-Islam’ are in 
NIA custody.  The agency had 
registered a case on December 
20 under several sections of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
the Explosive Substances Act 
and the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

Jamshedpur, Jan. 2 (PTI): The 
Jharkhand Disom Party (JDP), a tribal 
outfit, Wednesday urged Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to announce recog-
nition of Sarna Dharma of the adivasis 
as a fundamental right during his visit 
to Jharkhand and Odisha on Saturday.

Sarna Dharma is centred around 
the worship of nature.

In a letter to the prime minister, 
JDP president Salkhan Murmu said the 
adivasis across the country are neither 
Hindus nor Christians and they wor-
ship only the nature.

Murmu, a former MP from May-
urbhanj, demanded that Modi grant 
Sarna Dharma as a fundamental right 
under Article 25 to 28 of the Constitu-
tion, that guarantee religious freedom 
of individuals.

The prime minister will visit tribal 
dominated Palamau in Jharkhand 
and Mayurbhanj in Odisha on Janu-
ary 5.

In his letter, Murmu also demand-
ed a separate code and column for 
Sarna Dharma in the Census.

“The dignity of over 10 crore trib-
als of the country will not only be en-
hanced but their culture and identity 

would also be preserved, if you make 
an announcement in support of our 
demand during the Palamau and May-
urbhanj visit on January 5,” he said in 
the letter.

The JDP have chalked out an agi-
tational programme in five states 
-- Assam, West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha 
and Jharkhand -- on February 11 and 
a bandh in these states on May 21 to 
mount pressure on the government, 
the JDP chief said.

Tribals are strong in these five 
states.

Murmu was a former BJP MP who 
later formed the JDP that had observed 
Bharat Bandh last year for the same 
cause.

Later, Murmu told PTI that a large 
number of people in Palamau and 
Mayurbhanj follow Sarna Dharma and 
any positive announcement on it by 
the prime minister from those places 
would be advantageous for the BJP in 
coming elections.

The JDP chief recently met 
Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar 
Das and BJP state unit president Lax-
man Gilua, a tribal MP, to apprise them 
about the party’s demand.

of corruption,” he said amid 
thumping of desks by party 
members. 

“And the JPC is now be-
ing demanded by those 
with a legacy of corruption, 
wanting to invent allega-
tions of corruption as we 
have given a clean govern-
ment.”

Taking a dig at the Con-
gress, he said: “The con-
science of the Supreme 
Court was satisfied but the 
election needs of the Con-
gress were not.”

The Congress, which 
has been demanding con-
stitution of a JPC and stag-
ing protests in the house, on 
Monday suddenly offered 
to face a debate on the issue 
on which Jaitley had thrown 
a challenge to the party.

Launching a no-holds-
barred attack on Gandhi 

and his family, Jaitley said 
one family in the country 
whose hands were dipped 
in corrupt deals was now 
raking up the issue of cor-
ruption in the Rafale deal, 
which he said was in the 
interest of national security 
and the jets were urgently 
required by the Air Force 
to strengthen its fighter 
squadron.

Needling Gandhi, the 
Minister said he had to be 
taught from ABC as he had 
described an offset part-
ner as the manufacturer of 
plane. 

“I did not expect to see 
such kind of ignorance 
from a party that has ruled 
the country for 60 years.”

Giving details of the Ra-
fale deal, Jaitley said the 
current government final-
ised the deal for the fighter 

aircraft at a much cheaper 
price than what was nego-
tiated by the UPA govern-
ment.

He said there was a dif-
ference between the basic 
aircraft and the weaponised 
aircraft. “We have got the 
basic aircraft at least 9 per 
cent cheaper and weap-
onised aircraft 20 per cent 
cheaper than UPA’s agree-
ment.”

Rejecting Gandhi’s 
charge that the deal was 
unilaterally decided by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and regular proce-
dures were flouted, Jaitley 
said all processes were fol-
lowed including setting up 
of a Contract Negotiation 
Committee, Price Nego-
tiation Committee and 74 
meetings of defence offi-
cials regarding the weapon-

ary requirements.
“The deal was finalized 

in 2016 after it was duly 
examined by the Defence 
Acquisition Council, the 
Defence Ministry and the 
Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity,” he said.

He justified why HAL 
was excluded from the deal 
saying the demand of the 
time was swift delivery of 
aircraft and the HAL re-
quired 2.7 times the man-
days required by Dassault.

“Keeping in mind the 
urgent need of the Air Force, 
we could not have waited. 
And price would have also 
increased with more time 
taken to build aircraft.”

Jaitley said just as it was 
in national interest to have 
a public sector company 
to build aircraft, it was also 
national interest to ensure 
quick supply of aircraft to 
the Air Force.

Countering Rahul Gan-
dhi’s charge of a particu-
lar company getting offset 
contracts worth Rs 1.3 lakh 
crore, the Minister asked 
how could that be true 
when the whole deal was of 
Rs 58,000 crore with offsets 
amounting to Rs 29,000 
crore -- distributed among 
100-120 suppliers.

Jaitley accused the pre-
vious UPA government of 
dilly dallying on the deal be-
cause of the then Defence 
Minister’s indecisiveness. 

He made a sarcastic ref-
erence to Antony by saying 
that the Minister would 
clear the file “on the one 
hand” and sought a review 
“on the other hand”. “One 
hand belonged to the Air 
Force and the other be-
longed to the Congress 
party.”
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Moscow, Jan. 2 (PTI/AFP): 
Rescuers hunted for sur-
vivors Wednesday in the 
rubble of a Russian apart-
ment building hit by a New 
Year’s Eve gas explosion, 
but found only bodies as 
the number of confirmed 
dead rose to 18. 

Ne a r l y  t w o  d oz e n 
people were still missing 
following the explosion, 
which destroyed 35 apart-
ments in the high-rise in 
the city of Magnitogorsk in 
the Ural mountains.

Braving temperatures 
that fell as low as minus 27 
degrees Celsius (minus 16 
degrees Fahrenheit), res-
cue workers were combing 
through mangled concrete 
and metal.

Their efforts were given 
a boost on Tuesday when 
a 10-month-old baby boy 
was found alive and reu-
nited with his mother. But 
hope was starting to fade 
of finding many more sur-
vivors.

The emergency situ-
ations ministry said in a 
statement that as of 12:15 
Moscow time (local time) 
the bodies of 18 people, 
including two children, had 
been recovered from the 
partly collapsed building.

Six people, including 

two children, had been 
rescued and 23 people were 
still missing.

“Work at the scene is 
continuing,” it said, not-
ing that 800 square metres 
of debris -- loaded into 50 
dump trucks -- had been 
cleared from the site in the 
last 24 hours.

The explosion, believed 
to have been caused by 
a gas leak, tore through 

the nine-storey building in 
Magnitogorsk, an industrial 
town nearly 1,700 kilome-
tres (1,050 miles) east of 
Moscow, in the early hours 
of Monday.

Witnesses described 
a “wave of fire” from the 
explosion and said the 
blast was strong enough to 
shatter windows in nearby 
buildings.

The Soviet-era apart-

ment block was home to 
about 1,100 people and the 
blast left dozens homeless 
over the New Year -- the 
biggest holiday of the year 
in Russia.

Tuesday’s recovery of 
the infant boy offered a rare 
moment of hope, with of-
ficials describing his rescue 
as a “New Year’s miracle”.

The boy was found in 
his cradle after rescuers 

heard him crying from 
within the rubble. He was 
brought to his mother, who 
had survived the blast, and 
then flown to Moscow for 
treatment.

Russian television 
showed footage of the 
boy lying in a hospital bed 
watched by his tearful 
mother.

Medical officials in 
Moscow said the boy was 
in serious but stable condi-
tion after suffering from se-
vere frostbite, a head injury 
and multiple fractures.

Residents left homeless 
by the explosion were being 
housed in a nearby school 
and helped by a team of 
psychologists.

Wednesday was a day 
of mourning in the region, 
with flags lowered and en-
tertainment events can-
celled, in a country where 
New Year’s Eve celebrations 
are an annual highlight.

Mourners laid flowers 
and lit candles near the site 
of the building.

“We are all grieving,” a 
middle-aged man told Ros-
siya 24 television. “Nearly 
everyone in the city knew 
someone” caught up in the 
accident, he said.

Investigators have said 
there is no reason to sus-

pect foul play in the blast.
Rumours have swirled 

on social media of a pos-
sible terror link, especially 
after a minibus explosion 
on Tuesday that killed three 
people.

“No traces of explosives 
or their components have 
been found” at the scene, 
the federal Investigative 
Committee said in a state-
ment.

Local authorities have 
said the minibus explosion 
was the result of leaking gas 
tanks and that there was no 
link between the two blasts.

Gas explosions are rela-
tively common in Russia, 
where much of the infra-
structure dates back to the 
Soviet era and safety re-
quirements are often ig-
nored.

Investigative Commit-
tee chief Alexander Bas-
trykin told Russian televi-
sion that gas equipment in 
the Magnitogorsk building 
had not been checked for 
more than six months prior 
to the explosion. 

Located in the mineral-
rich southern Urals region, 
Magnitogorsk, with a popu-
lation of more than 400,000 
people, is home to one of 
the country’s largest steel 
producers.

Washington, Jan. 2 (PTI): The 
White House Wednesday rejected 
a proposal put forward by the op-
position Democratic party to end 
the protracted partial government 
shutdown, asserting that any plan 
without a provision for funding 
US President Donald Trump’s 
long-promised border wall is a 
“non-starter”.

The over 10-day long partial 
government shutdown starting 
on December 22 has affected 
800,000 federal employees, who 
have either been furloughed or 
are working without pay.

President Trump cancelled his 

planned trip to his Mar-a-Lago 
resort in Florida to spend time 
with family for Christmas and 
New Year. 

Ahead of the start of the new 
Congress on January 3, in which 
the Democrats would enjoy ma-
jority in the House of Representa-
tives, Speaker-designate Nancy 
Pelosi proposed to end govern-
ment shutdown which would 
have reopened all government 
agencies except for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security with 
full fiscal-year funding until Sep-
tember 30.

The letter came hours after 

Trump invited top Congressional 
leaders from both Democratic 
and the Republican parties for a 
briefing on border security at the 
White House on Wednesday.

Trump, who has requested 
for USD 5.7 billion for the wall, 
appears to have refused to accept 
any proposal that does not have 
provisions for a border wall or 
border security.

“President Trump made a seri-
ous, good faith offer to Democrats 
to open the government, address 
the crisis at our border, and pro-
tect all Americans. We have heard 
nothing back from the Demo-

crats, who so far have refused to 
compromise,” White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders said in a 
late-night statement.

“The Pelosi plan is a non-
starter because it does not fund 
our homeland security or keep 
American families safe from 
human trafficking, drugs, and 
crime,” Sanders said.

The President’s meeting 
with Congressional leaders on 
Wednesday is still on, she noted.

“The President has invited Re-
publican and Democrat leaders in 
Congress to the White House for 
a border security briefing from 

senior Department of Homeland 
Security officials on Wednesday, 
and he remains committed to 
reaching an agreement that both 
reopens the government and 
keeps Americans safe,” Sanders 
said. Earlier in the day, Trump ac-
cused the Democrats of not being 
interested in border security.

Trump urged the opposition 
leaders to help in ending the 
shutdown.

“Border Security and the Wall 
‘thing’ and Shutdown is not where 
Nancy Pelosi wanted to start her 
tenure as Speaker! Let’s make a 
deal?” he said. 

Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 2 
(IANS): Far-right con-
gressman Jair Bolsonaro 
has been sworn in as Bra-
zil’s new President and he 
promised to build a “soci-
ety without discrimination 
or division”.

The 63-year-old former 
army captain in his in-
augural speech on Tues-
day talked about a “na-
tional pact” to free Brazil 
of corruption, crime and 
economic mismanage-
ment, the BBC reported on 
Wednesday. 

After being sworn in 
in front of the Congress, 
Bolsonaro went on to the 
Planalto Palace where the 
outgoing President, Michel 
Temer, handed over the 
presidential sash.

Speaking afterwards, 
he said Brazil would “start 
to free itself of socialism” 
and “political correctness”.

US President Donald 
Trump commended him 

for his speech, saying the 
US was “with” him.

Among the foreign 
guests at the inauguration 
were US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban 
and Portuguese President 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa.

Bolsonaro won the 
presidential election by a 
wide margin against Fern-
ando Haddad of the left-
wing Workers’ Party on 
October 28, 2018.

Despite portraying 
himself as a political out-
sider during his campaign, 
Bolsonaro served seven 
terms in Brazil’s lower 
house of Congress, the 
Chamber of Deputies, be-
fore being elected Presi-
dent.

He has been a member 
of several political parties 
but is currently in the So-
cial Liberal Party.

Rescuers pull more bodies from 
rubble of Russian gas explosion

White House dismisses Democrat plan to end govt. shutdown

Jair Bolsonaro sworn in 
as Brazil’s new President

AP/PTI

This photo taken from video provided by the Russian Emergency Situations Ministry taken from TV foot-
age shows Emergency Situations employee carrying a baby boy named Ivan Fokin from an ambulance to 
a plane, to fly to Moscow in a desperate attempt to save his life, in an airport outside Magnitigorsk, about 
1,400 kilometers (870 miles) southeast of Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019. 

AP/PTI

Brazil’s new First Lady Michelle Bolsonaro and her husband President 
Jair Bolsonaro, wave to the crowd from the Planalto Presidential 
palace, in Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday, January 1, 2019.
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Singer Ariana Grande says she is single, but not ready to mingle. The 
“Thank u, next” singer came across a fan’s post on Tuesday with the 
headline: “Who Is Ariana Dating Now?!”  The 25-year-old was curi-
ous to find out the answer, reports eonline.com. “Can they tell me 
too?” she replied to one follower before making it clear she is not 
with anybody. “Spoiler: for the rest of this year/probably my life: It’s 
no one,” Ariana wrote on Twitter. “Please refer back to this tweet for 
future questions.” Ariana was engaged to comedian Pete Davidson 
last year. Instead of dating, the singer has a few other things on her 
agenda. For starters, Ariana is kicking off the ‘Sweetener World Tour’ 
that begins on March 18 in New York. (IANS)

It’s no one: Ariana Grande on dating

Kader Khan to be buried 
in a Canadian cemetery

Dr. Hook singer Ray 
Sawyer dead at 81

Martyn Ford loves fame as ‘scariest man on planet’

Barbie will soon be 60 - 
and is still going strong

Hilary Duff says two-month 
old daughter has colic

‘Accidental Prime 
Minister’: Case 
filed against 
Anupam Kher, 
others in BiharV

eteran actor-
writer Kader 
Khan, who 
died on New 
Year’s Eve, will 

be buried Wednesday at a 
cemetery in Canada, his 
son Sarfaraz said. 

Khan died after a pro-
longed illness at a hospital 
in Canada. He was 81.

“The last rites will be 
performed here in Canada 
as we have our entire 
family here. He (Khan) 
is going to be buried at 
approximately 2:30 pm 
as per Canadian time at 
Meadowvale cemetery,” 
Sarfaraz told PTI. 

Khan was reportedly 
suffering from progres-
sive supranuclear palsy, a 
degenerative disease that 
causes loss of balance, 
difficulty in walking and 
dementia. 

Born in Kabul, Khan’s 
family migrated to Mum-
bai when he was a year 
old. 

Khan went on to write 
dialogues for over 250 

films, including some of 
the biggest blockbusters 
of the ‘70s and ‘80s such as 
“Dharam Veer”, “Ganga Ja-
muna Saraswati”, “Coolie”, 
“Desh Premee”, “Suhaag”, 

“Parvarish”, “Amar Akbar 
Anthony”, “Sharaabi”, “La-
waaris” and “Muqaddar 
Ka Sikandar”. 

He was equally prolific 
as an actor after making 

his screen debut in 1973 
with Rajesh Khanna’s 
“Daag”. He featured in a 
variety of character roles 
in over 300 films.

PTI

F
ormer Dr Hook & The Medi-
cine Show singer Ray Sawyer 
has died at the age of 81, after 
a short illness. The news was 
announced on the band’s Face-

book page.
The short statement read: “Ray Saw-

yer, an original member of Dr 
Hook from 1969-
1981, passed 
away this morn-
ing. We send our 
condolences 
to his family at 
this difficult 
time.” 

Sawyer, 
who served 
as the band’s 
percussionist 
and second 
singer along-
side lead vo-
calist Dennis 
Locorriere, 
was most 
recognis-
able for his 
eye-patch, 
the result 
of a 1967 
car ac-
cident. 

“I 
must have 
played all the clubs from Houston to 
Charleston until I decided I was go-
ing insane from too much beans and 
music, and I gave it up,” Sawyer said in 
an interview. “I saw a John Wayne movie 
and proceeded to Portland, Oregon, to be 
a logger complete with plaid shirt, caulk 
boots, and pike pole. 

“On the way my car slipped on the 
road and the accident left me with the eye 
patch I now wear. When I recovered I ran 
straight back to the beans and music and 
vowed, ‘here I’ll stay’.” 

The eye patch, with its similarity to 

that worn by fictional Peter Pan charac-
ter Captain Hook, went on to inspire the 
band’s name. 

Dr Hook spent three weeks at the top 
of the UK chart in 1979 with their song 
When You’re In Love With A Beautiful 
Woman, and scored other hits with Syl-
via’s Mother, Better Love Next Time, Sexy 

Eyes, A Little Bit More, and If Not You. 
In the US, 

they 
had 
a hit 
with 
The 
Cover 
of 
Roll-
ing 
Stone, 
a song 
that 
was 
banned 
by The 
BBC 
as the 
title con-
tained the 
name of a 
commer-
cial entity 
and was 
therefore 
deemed as 
advertising.

Ray Sawyer left Dr Hook 
1983 to pursue a solo career, and five 
years later was granted a licence to per-
form as “Dr. Hook featuring Ray Sawyer” 
or “Ray Sawyer of Dr. Hook” by Locorriere, 
who retains the band’s copyright. 

In a statement to Rolling Stone, Loco-
rriere said, “Although I hadn’t been in con-
tact with Ray for many, many years it does 
not erase the fact that we were once close 
friends and shared an important time in 
both our lives.”

Loudersound

A
t 6 feet 8 inches, bulky 
and heavily tattooed 
British bodybuilder and 
actor Martyn Ford, who 
has featured in films like 

“Kingsman: The Golden Circle” and 
“Undisputed 4”, is dubbed the scari-
est man on the planet. While he loves 
that fame, he says there’s a humble 
and entertaining side to him too.

“I love that fame,” Ford said 
and laughed when asked about his 
thoughts on being called “scariest”.

“Apart from the scariest man on 
the planet, I am often addressed as 
the most humble and entertaining 
man as well. I enjoy the fame and 
name given to me. People do not get 
scared standing in front of me but 
they get excited when their adrena-
line shoots,” he said in an email 
interview to IANS.

Ford is looking forward to his 
India visit later this month for the 
sixth edition of BodyPower Expo in 
Mumbai from January 11-13. 

“This is my second visit to India 
and I am really excited to meet my 
Indian family once again,” added the 
mixed martial arts star, who prom-
ises some “mega surprises”.

He is happy to see the world tak-
ing fitness more seriously.

“I have travelled the globe and 
still travelling and exploring the 
insights of the global fitness industry, 
I must say India is a huge market on 
the globe for business and so as for 
new opportunities.

“I have observed a tremendous 
growth in the number of individu-
als taking up fitness as their primary 
career, either becoming a fitness ath-
lete/coach/nutritionist/powerlifter/ 
cross fitter.

His own transition from being an 
athlete to an actor has been rather 
interesting.

“This will sound awkward, but I 
always wanted to be a professional 
cricketer. Due to a troublesome 
injury, I suffered a glandular fever 

that cost me around 9-12 months to 
recover during my peak vital career.

“Unfortunately, I had to give up 
on my career and started finding a 
new focus for my hunger. I decided 
to frame my personality in such a 
way that it should look massive and 
should give a feeling of fear when-
ever I stand in front of everyone or 
anyone see my picture.

IANS

S
he is turning 60 this year 
and still doesn’t have a 
single wrinkle. 

Blonde or brunette, 
slender or curvy, black 

or white, princess or president, 
Barbie is a forever favourite 
for young girls, even if she has 
caused controversy over the 
years.

The iconic doll has evolved 
to keep up with the times - check 
out her Twitter feed.

And despite fierce competi-
tion in the toy industry, 58 mil-
lion Barbies are sold each year in 
more than 150 countries.

“In an industry where success 
today is three to five years, 60 
years is a huge deal!” said Nathan 
Baynard, director of global brand 
marketing for Barbie.

Around the world, Barbie is 
as universally known as Coca-
Cola or McDonald’s, Baynard 
said during a recent visit to Mat-
tel’s design studio in El Segundo, 
a suburb of Los Angeles.

In all, more than one billion 
Barbie dolls have been sold 
since she made her debut at the 
American Toy Fair in New York on 
March 9, 1959.

She was invented by Ruth 
Handler, the co-founder of Mat-
tel, who was inspired by her own 
children to create the doll.

“Her daughter Barbara was 
limited in the choices of her toys 
- the only ones were baby dolls,” 
Baynard recounted.

“The only role she could 
imagine through that play was 
caregiver, mother,” whereas 
Handler’s son “could imagine be-
ing an astronaut, cowboy, pilot, 
surgeon.” 

Barbie is, of course, a short-
ened version of Barbara.

The doll was supposed to 
teach girls “that they had choices, 
that they could be anything. 
In 1959, it was a radical idea!” 
Baynard said.

Barbie was an instant suc-
cess. In the first year, 300,000 
dolls were sold, he added.

From the start, Barbie’s pinup 
measurements didn’t immedi-
ately seem all that feminist, and 
would spark criticism for decades 
to come.

“In 1959, her body structure 
was exaggerated to match the 
aesthetics of the time and the 
fabric available,” said Barbie de-

sign-
er 
Car-
lyle 
Nuera.

Since 
the blonde 
beauty first 
hit stores, and 
after a torrent of 
complaints over what was 
seen as unrealistic proportions, 
Mattel has made many changes - 
introducing multiple body types 
and dozens of skin tones.

MG Lord, author of “Forever 
Barbie,” also argued that the 
original criticisms were unwar-
ranted.

“She is what the child wants 
her to be. How a child sees the 
Barbie doll is often framed by 
how the mother of that child feels 
about the idea of femininity,” 
Lord told AFP.

“The problem here is not 
an 11.5-inch plastic object. The 
problem is the larger culture and 
the idea of femininity.” In 1965, 
four years before Neil Armstrong 
walked on the Moon, Barbie be-
came an astronaut. In 1968, the 
first black Barbie doll, a friend 
named Christie, hit store shelves.

Lisa McKnight, senior vice 
president and global general 
manager for the Barbie brand, 
said that today, 55 per cent of the 
dolls sold around the world have 
neither blonde hair nor blue eyes.

Mattel has more than 100 
people working in the El Seg-
undo design studio, a massive 
hangar-like building wedged be-
tween Los Angeles International 
Airport and a freeway.

PTI

S
inger-actress Hilary Duff has asked 
fans for help as her two-month-old 
daughter, Banks, is suffering from 
colic. Duff took to Instagram to ask 
fellow parents for help, explaining that 

she can’t put Banks down without her scream-
ing, reports metro.co.uk.

She wrote: “Calling all parents of colic 
babies...this ends right? Can you ever set them 
down without them screaming or waking up? 
We have read everything the Internet has to 
offer...nothing besides nursing basically every 
hour or less helps.

“We have done all the obvious things...
please leave magic tricks in comments. Oh 
and Happy New Year. lol. Thank God for filters, 
baby for sale, any takers?”

Followers shared their own tips and tricks, 
as well as a whole lot of sympathy, in the com-

ments section. 
Colic can be defined as bouts of intense, loud 

and inconsolable crying, for no apparent reason, 
for three hours or more a day, three or more days a 

week, for three or more weeks in a row. 
Duff, who is also mother to six-year-old Luca with 

former husband Mike Comrie, welcomed Banks Violet 
with partner Matthew Koma in October.

IANS

A 
case has been 
filed against 
actor Anupam 
Kher and 
others as-

sociated with upcoming 
film ‘Accidental Prime 
Minister’ in a Bihar court 
on Wednesday for damag-
ing the image of some top 
people.

Lawyer Sudhir Kumar 
Ojha filed the case in Mu-
zaffarpur’s Chief Judicial 
Magistrate (CJM) court. 
The court has admitted 
the case and fixed January 
8 to hear the case in Sub 
Divisional Judicial Magis-
trate court.

Ojha in his petition 
complained that Anupam 
Kher and Akshay Khanna, 
who have played the role 
of former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh and 
his press advisor Sanjaya 
Baru in the film, have 
damaged the image of 
both of them. “It hurt me 
and many others,” he 
said.

In his complaint, 
Ojha said others who 
have played the role of 
UPA chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi 
and Priyanka Vadra also 
damaged their image. 
He has also complained 
against the film director 
and producer.

IANS
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In this undated photo Bollywood actor-writer Kader Khan is seen with actor Asrani and Himani Shivpuri during 
a film shoot at an unknown location. Khan passed away due to prolonged illness at the age of 81, on Monday, 
Dec 31, 2018.

EM Images
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The winners of the air rifle shooting competition posing for the lens with members of the CRYT, on Dec. 31, 2018.

Ernesto Valverde 

Alexander Zverev of Germany started well and took the first set comfortably on the back of a service break in 
the eighth game.

AP/PTI

Arsenal’s Granit Xhaka, right, scores his side’s first goal as Fulham’s Tim Ream tries to block him during the English Premier League soccer match at 
the Emirates stadium in London on Tue. Jan. 1.

AP/PTI

Raphael Nadal of Spain announces that he is pulling out of the 
tournament due to injury, at the Brisbane International tennis 
tournament in Brisbane, Australia, on Wed. Jan. 2.

Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur 
bounce back with New Year wins

Valverde uncertain about 
his future with Barcelona

Injured Nadal withdraws from Brisbane International

Chelsea agrees transfer deal for US star Christian Pulisic

Open air rifle shooting competition held

Zverev, Kerber put Germany on track for Hopman final

Manchester (England), 
Jan. 2 (Reuters): Totten-
ham Hotspur and Arsenal 
both bounced back from 
demoralising defeats to en-
joy wins on New Years Day, 
with Spurs cruising to a 3-0 
victory at Cardiff and the 
Gunners beating Fulham 
4-1 at the Emirates.

Jamie Vardy was on tar-
get for Leicester City, who 
picked up an impressive 
1-0 away win at Everton on 
Tuesday.

Tottenham had a point 
to prove after their title 
credentials were under-
mined by a poor home 
loss to Wolves on Satur-
day, and they delivered a 
composed display in South 

Wales to move back into 
second place in the Premier 
League.

Mauricio Pochet-
tino’s side took just 
three minutes to get 
in front when Har-
ry Kane launched 
an attack, surg-
ing from deep, 
Kieran Trippier 
crossed, and the 
England for-
w a r d  h a d  a 
simple tap-in 
after the ball 
ricocheted off 
Cardiff defend-
er Sean Mor-
rison.

Christian Eriksen made 
it 2-0 nine minutes later 

with a well-placed shot 
from the edge of the box 
after the Cardiff defenders 

had given him far too 
much room.

Spurs had firm 
control in the 26th 

m i n u t e  w h e n 
So u t h  Ko re a n 
w i n g e r  S o n 
Heung-Min pro-
duced a clinical 

finish with a shot 
on the turn af-
ter being well 
set-up by Kane. 
Son has scored 
11 goals in his 
last 12 starts.

“We all know how it 
felt losing at home, and we 
had to bounce back,” said 

the impressive Eriksen.
“We were lucky with the 

first goal, and afterwards we 
had the ball for the rest of 
the game,” he added.

Tottenham move above 
Manchester City into sec-
ond place, six points behind 
leaders Liverpool, who face 
third-placed City on Thurs-
day night.

City could reclaim sec-
ond place, however, if they 
avoid defeat at the Etihad 
Stadium.

A r s e n a l  h a d  b e e n 
thrashed 5-1 at Liverpool on 
Saturday, but after surviv-
ing two early scares, when 
Fulham’s Ryan Sessegnon 
missed two good chances, 
the Gunners got ahead in 

the 25th minute through a 
rare close-range goal from 
long-range specialist Gra-
nit Xhaka.

Alexandre Lacazette 
made it 2-0 in the 55th 
minute before Aboubakar 
Kamara pulled one back for 
Claudio Ranieri’s Fulham 
in the 69th minute.

But Aaron Ramsey add-
ed a third for Arsenal, find-
ing the target after Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang’s 
effort came out off the post.

Aubameyang then 
wrapped up the points 
with a diagonal shot from 
the right which took a slight 
deflection.

The win was only the 
second in six games for Ar-
senal but, as Xhaka noted, 
it was a much-needed one 
after the torment of Satur-
day’s loss.

“We needed to win to-
day,” said Arsenal manager 
Unai Emery.

“We are behind the first 
four teams in the table, but 
we want to continue to be 
close and maybe in the 
future we can be in the top 
four if we take our oppor-
tunities,” said the Spaniard.

Fulham remain deep 
in relegation trouble in 
19th place in the 20-team 
league, with just 14 points 
from 21 games.

Jamie Vardy’s 58th-
minute strike gave Leices-
ter City a 1-0 win at Goodi-
son Park and condemned 
the Merseysiders to their 
fourth defeat in five Pre-
mier League games.

After a poor first half, 
the game was decided by 
a mistake from Everton 
defender Michael Keane 
when he mis-controlled 
the ball and let it go to 
Leicester full-back Ricardo 
Pereira, who sent Vardy 
through.

The former England 
striker made no mistake 
with an angled shot past 
Jordan Pickford.

Barcelona, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
Barcelona manager Er-
nesto Valverde has said he 
doesn’t know if he will still 
be with the reigning LaLiga 
champions next season.

“I do not know what I 
will do next season. In this 
soccer, who knows? We all 
know how things are. I nev-
er think long or long term,” 
he said in an interview with 
Barça TV on Tuesday night.

Valverde, 54, joined the 
Catalan club in 2017 on 
a two-year contract that 
includes an option for an 
additional year, reports Efe 
news.

“For us, two months are 
a very long term. If you win 
a game, everyone is happy 
and if you lose, everyone 
is watching you,” he said 
adding: “I try to meet the 
objectives and, of course, 
how much we have left, so 
let’s see.”

He described the 18 
months he has already 
spent with Barcelona as a 
“continuous apprentice-
ship,” with new challenges 
every day. Barça won both 

LaLiga and the Copa del 
Rey in Valverde’s first sea-
son in charge, but were 
eliminated early from the 
Champions League.

Team captain Lionel 
Messi set a goal of hoisting 
“that beautiful (Champions 
League) cup” in 2019, yet 
Valverde said that personal-
ly, he was not preoccupied 
with gaining a Champions 
title.

“I don’t have any unfin-
ished business, at all. It’s an 

aspiration, like every year. 
What you have in front of 
you is what’s important, 
what you want to win. 
There isn’t much more. Ob-
viously, the experience you 
have serves for what comes 
and we have hope in that 
competition (Champions 
League), as also in LaLiga, 
which is very tough this 
year,” the manager said.

Barcelona currently 
lead LaLiga by 3 points over 
Atletico Madrid.

Brisbane, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal on 
Wednesday pulled out of 
the Brisbane International 
with a left thigh injury.

The 32-year-old was set 

to play his 2019 opening 
match in Brisbane against 
France’s Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, 
reports Efe.

“I did an MRI and it 
shows a small scaring on 

Berlin, Jan. 2 (IANS): Chelsea has secured a transfer deal for 
United States international Christian Pulisic that is worth 
around 64 million euros ($73 million), the London club 
announced on Wednesday.

The right-winger, 20, is set to play out the rest of the 
season on loan with his current club Borussia Dortmund 
in the German Bundesliga, reports Efe news. 

“In summer I move on to Chelsea and to a new compe-
tition, the English Premier League,” Pulisic said in a state-
ment shared by Chelsea. “It’s a privilege to have signed for 
such a legendary club and I look forward to working hard 
towards being a contributor to their team of world-class 
players,” he added.

The rising star has scored 10 goals in 81 appearances 
for Dortmund and nine goals in 23 for his national team. 

In recent weeks the American player has spent more 
time on the bench given the explosive rise of his English 
teammate Jadon Sancho. 

“We are delighted to have signed one of Europe’s most 
sought-after young players,” Chelsea’s director Marina 
Granovskaia said of the move. “Christian has shown his 
quality during a fantastic spell in Germany and at just 20, 
we believe he has the potential to become an important 

Perth, Jan. 2 (AFP): Alexan-
der Zverev and Angelique 
Kerber steered Germany 
closer to a second succes-
sive Hopman Cup final 
after winning their singles 
matches against lower-
ranked French opponents 
in Perth Wednesday.

The German top 10 
duo, beaten in last year’s 
final of the mixed teams 
tournament by Swiss duo 

Roger Federer and Belinda 
Bencic, made it two wins 
from as many group out-
ings, beating France 2-1.

Kerber had to come 
from a set down to beat 
feisty Alize Cornet, while 
Zverev squandered a sec-
ond-set match point before 
defeating Lucas Pouille in 
three sets.

In the mixed doubles, 
both sides took a very re-

laxed attitude to the dead 
rubber match and the 
French gained some con-
solation with a straight sets 
4-3, 4-3 win.

Ranked second in the 
world, Kerber served for the 
first set in her singles match 
against the 45th-ranked 
Cornet, but then dropped 
three successive games as 
the Frenchwoman claimed 
the set.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): Lanchibemo 
Tsopoe emerged as the winner during 
the 2nd Open Air Rifle Shooting com-
petion held at community hall Likya 
Yankho, in Wokha on Dec. 31, 2018. 

Organised by CRYT, out of the 
22 male participants, Lichanbemo 
walked away with a cash prize of INR 

3000, while Nrithung Humtsoe and 
Nzanthung Odyuo were declared 
second and third position and were 
awarded cash reward of INR 2000 and 
INR 1000. 

While in the female category, six 
women participated where Josephine 
Ngullie was adjudged as the winner 

and Mercy Tungoe was placed in the 
second position and they walked 
away with INR 3000 and INR 2000. 

The competition is an annual 
event organised by CRYT on the last 
day of the year where shooters from 
various colonies residing in Wokha 
town participate every year. 

my left thigh. I tried to play, 
I wanted to play, but rec-
ommendations from the 
doctors (were otherwise),” 
Nadal said during a press 
conference.

The world No. 2 played 
just nine tournaments last 
season, a year which was 
successful but plagued by 
physical problems.

Nadal won his 11th title 
at the French Open and 
also emerged victorious at 
the Masters 1000 Monte 
Carlo, Rome and Toronto, 
but had to leave both the 
Australian and US Open 
due to injury.

“I know it is tough. I 
cannot thank enough the 
people who support me 
in my career - especially 
the tough moments,” he 
concluded.

However, Kerber set-
tled and claimed the next 
two sets to win 5-7, 6-2, 
6-4 in just over two hours 
and maintain her perfect 
singles record in Perth, 
with six wins from as many 
outings.

Kerber said Cornet was 
always a tricky opponent.

“She is a fighter,” Ker-
ber said.

“I had my chances in 
the first set, but she was 
playing good then and I 
missed a few balls.

“I was trying to find 
my rhythm in the second 
set, trying to still keep go-
ing and then the third set 
I think it was just two or 
three points that decided 
it.”

Ranked fourth in the 
world, Zverev started well 
against the 32nd-ranked 
Pouille and took the first set 
comfortably on the back 
of a service break in the 
eighth game.

However, the match 
tightened up in the second 
set, with both players hold-
ing set points.

Zverev had a match 
point during the second 
set tie-break, while it wasn’t 
until his sixth set point that 
Pouille levelled the match.

The pair traded service 
breaks early in the third set, 
but Zverev gained a second 
break for a 4-2 lead when 
the Frenchman double 
faulted and that sealed 
Pouille’s fate.

“Lucas fought well and 
played very well in the im-
portant moments some-
times,” Zverev said, after 
winning 6-3, 6-7, 6-2.

“He is a very tough op-
ponent.

“I just hope to keep go-
ing with Angie and seeing 
how far we can go.”

Unbeaten in their two 
group outings, the Ger-
mans will be guaranteed a 
spot in Saturday’s decider 
if they beat Australia on 
Friday.

France are out of con-
tention after losing both 
their ties.

Chelsea player for many years to come,” she added. 
Chelsea is set to play Southampton in a Premier League 

clash later Wednesday.

Christian Pulisic 
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Maria Sharapova 

Sergio 'Kun' Aguero 

4th Test: India eye maiden 
series win against Australia

Ramakant Achrekar, the man who 
discovered Tendulkar, passes away

Chhetri says India will be difficult to beat in Asian Cup

FIFA should expand 2022 World Cup to 48 teams if possible — Infantino

District-level football 
tournament in Dimapur

Sharapova advances to 
Shenzhen Open quarterfinals

Aguero optimistic ahead of 
Man City-Liverpool game

PTI

In this Oct. 31, 2018 file photo cricket coach Ramakant Achrekar is seen with Sachin Tendulkar and Vinod Kambli 
in Mumbai. Achrekar, a legendary cricket coach who shaped cricketers like Tendulkar and Kambli, passed away 
in Mumbai on Wed. Jan. 2. He was 87.

AP/PTI

File photo: India team members walk off the field after beating Australia on day-five of the third cricket test in Melbourne, Australia, on Dec. 30.

Sydney, Jan. 2 (IANS): A 
confident India face Aus-
tralia in the fourth and final 
Test here on Thursday, aim-
ing to create history by reg-
istering their maiden Test 
series win Down Under.

India are leading the 
four match Test rubber 2-1. 

India had won the first 
test followed by a loss in 
the second. In the third 
game, the visitor registered 
a morale boosting 137 runs 
victory.

The batting department 
seemed settled with captain 
Virat Kohli, Cheteshwar 
Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane 
among the runs along with 
Mayank Agarwal, who im-
pressed in his debut Test 
with a half-century in the 
first innings, and Rishabh 
Pant.

With the pitch here ex-
pected to assist spin, In-
dia have named Ravindra 
Jadeja and Kuldeep Yadav 
and Ravichandran Ashwin 

in their 13 player squad. 
Pacer Ishant Sharma 

has faced a niggle so he got 
replaced by Umesh Yadav. 
Umesh will be supporting 
Mohammad Shami and in-
form Jasprit Bumrah.

"You might have your 
name up on the honours 
board but if your team 
doesn't win, it doesn't re-
ally matter. Till now it would 
definitely be a big, big series 
win, not just for me, but also 
for the whole team purely 

because of the fact that 
this is the place where we 
started our transition to be 
honest," Kohli said at the 
pre-match presser. 

Kohli also said that in 
the fourth match the team's 
intensity won't be lacking. 

"Our year ended very 
well and we will try to make 
sure that we start this year 
well too. We are taking this 
as a standalone Test, which 
we must play with full in-
tensity and effort," Kohli 

Abu Dhabi, Jan. 2 (PTI): In-
dia will be a difficult team to 
beat in the Asian Cup foot-
ball tournament starting 
Saturday, especially after 
their recent draws against 
more fancied China and 
Oman, said talismanic cap-
tain Sunil Chhetri. 

The Asian Cup, the con-
tinent's showpiece event, 
will be played in four cities 
of the United Arab Emirates 
from January 5 to February 
1. India have been clubbed 
in Group A along side Thai-
land, Bahrain and hosts 
UAE. They play their first 
match on Sunday against 
Thailand here, followed by 
games against UAE (Abu 
Dhabi) and Bahrain (Shar-
jah) on January 10 and 14 
respectively.

Ranked 15th in Asia, 
India played against three 
quality sides -- China, 
Oman and Jordan -- in their 
build-up to the Asian Cup. 
The Stephen Constantine-
coached side drew goal-less 
against China and Oman 
and lost to Jordan 1-2.

China (76th) and Oman 
(82nd) are ranked higher 
than India (97th) while Jor-
dan are below a few rungs 

London, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
Manchester City forward 
Sergio 'Kun' Aguero is 
confident his side can get 
themselves back into the 
Premier League title race 
when they take on league 
leaders Liverpool at the 
Ethiad Stadium on Thurs-
day night.

Although the season 
has only just passed the 
halfway point, the game has 
a decisive feel as City look to 
make up the ground they 
need to retain their title.

Liverpool make the 
short trip to Manches-
ter seven points clear of 
Pep Guardiola's side and 

said. 
Australia, on the other 

hand, who faced criticism 
for their batting might make 
a few changes. All-rounder 
Marnus Labuschagne is 
added to the squad for the 
last test. Aaron Finch and 
Mitchell Marsh could lose 
their spots as they failed in 
the last match.

In the batting depart-
ment, Marcus Harris, Us-
man Khawaja and Travis 
Head did their job but lack 
of support cost the team.

Pacers Mitchell Starc, 
Josh Hazlewood and Pat 
Cummins would like to 
up the ante in order to 
equalise the series and 
support spinner Nathon 
Lyon, who did extreme-
ly well in the three Test 
matches.

Squads
Australia: Tim Paine 

(captain), Aaron Finch, 
Marcus Harris, Usman 
Khawaja, Shaun Marsh, 
Peter Handscomb, Travis 
Head, Mitchell Starc, Pat 
Cummins, Nathan Lyon, 
Josh Hazlewood, Mitchell 
Marsh, Peter Siddle, Mar-
nus Labuschagne.

India: Virat Kohli (cap-
tain), Ajinkya Rahane, KL 
Rahul, Mayank Agarwal, 
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ha-
numa Vihari, Rishabh Pant, 
Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Ravichandran Ash-
win, Mohammed Shami, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Umesh 
Yadav.

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (PTI): Ra-
makant Achrekar, the cel-
ebrated cricket coach cred-
ited for discovering Sachin 
Tendulkar, died Wednesday.

He was 87 and, accord-
ing to a family member, 
had been battling old age-
related ailments for the past 
few days. 

"He (Archrekar Sir) is 
no more with us. He passed 
away this evening," his kin 
Rashmi Dalvi told PTI over 
phone.

Achrekar competed in 
just one first-class match 
in his playing career but 
discovered and shaped the 
biggest batsman in interna-

tional cricket after Sir Don-
ald Bradman in Tendulkar.

Tendulkar, who is now 
retired, owns almost all the 
batting records that were 
there for the taking in the 
game, including the highest 
runs in Tests (15,921) and 
ODIs (18,426). 

Achrekar is best known 
for being his childhood 
coach and has always been 
acknowledged by the cel-
ebrated right-hander for 
the role he played in shap-
ing his career as a child. 

Tendulkar was coached 
by Achrekar at the Shivaji 
Park here.

"Sir did not say well-

played to me ever, (but) I 
knew (when) Sir has taken 
me to have bhelpuri or 
paani-puri, Sir is happy, 
I have done something 
nice on the field," Ten-
dulkar had said last year 
at an event while recalling 
Achrekar's contribution in 
making him the cricketer 
he became. 

Achrekar was bestowed 
the Padmashri award in 
2010. 

Besides Tendulkar, he 
also coached some promi-
nent players in Vinod Kam-
bli, Pravin Amre, Sameer 
Dighe and Balwinder Singh 
Sandhu.

down at 109th.
"I can assure you that 

it won't be an easy job for 
other teams to face us. We 
are a team who hate to lose, 
and we have proven it in 
recent times. We are work-
ing as per the plan," Chhetri 
was quoted as saying by the 
All India Football Federa-
tion (AIFF) website.

"All of us are super ex-
cited and thrilled right now. 
Apart from me and Gur-
preet (Singh Sandhu), it's 
a first-time experience for 

all else. Everyone is ready 
to grab this opportunity (of 
playing in the Asian Cup)," 
said the skipper, who is set 
to become the only Indian 
to feature in two Asian Cup 
tournaments.

The 34-year-old Chhetri 
was part of the Indian team 
that featured in the 2011 
edition in Doha where the 
country lost all their group 
matches -- against Austra-
lia, South Korea and Bah-
rain. Goalkeeper Gurpreet 
Singh Sandhu was in the 

2011 squad but did not play 
any match. 

Chhetri, the highest In-
dian scorer in international 
football with 65 goals, said 
his team was focussing 
solely on the match against 
Thailand and not looking 
beyond that.

"At the moment, our 
sole focus is on our opening 
fixture -- the game against 
Thailand. We are not look-
ing anything beyond that. 
Yeah, there are matches 
against UAE and Bahrain 

lined up but we will think 
about them only when they 
come. 

"At the moment we 
know that Thailand will be 
a very tough opponent and 
we are concentrating only 
on them," he said.

Chhetri is set to equal 
former captain Bhaichung 
Bhutia's record of all time 
India appearances during 
the Asia Cup. He has played 
104 international matches 
so far, only three shy of his 
'mentor' Bhutia's record of 
107 games.

But, Chhetri said he had 
never played for records.

"It feels good when I get 
a record under my name. 
But I don't keep track of 
records. After 10 seconds, 
I just forget it. I never take 
any pressure of chasing any 
record," he said. 

"I never ever dreamt 
that I would play more than 
100 games for India or score 
60-odd goals," Chhetri said.

Talking about Bhutia, 
Chhetri said, "I have always 
been a big fan of Bhaichung 
bhai. Tell me who isn't? I 
have learnt so many things 
from him. He has always 
been a huge support.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
The Dimapur battalion 
of Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
will conduct a district-
level football tournament 
from Jan. 6 till the 12th at 
the DDSC stadium, in Di-
mapur. Prizes will be INR 

30,000, INR 15,000 and INR 
10,000 for the teams stand-
ing first, second and third 
stated an update received 
here on Wed. Jan. 2.

Interested teams can 
register for the same at HQ 
5 Assam Rifles, Kashiram 
Basti.

Dubai, Jan. 2 (Reuters): 
FIFA should if possible in-
crease the size of the soccer 
World Cup in Qatar in 2022 
to 48 from 32 teams, the 
global governing body’s 
president Gianni Infantino 
said.

Last month, Infantino 
said a majority of national 
soccer federations were in 
favour of expanding the 
tournament and a decision 
was expected ahead of the 
qualifying draw in March.

Infantino, speaking 
at a sports conference on 
Wednesday, also said FIFA 
was seeing whether it would 
be possible for some of Qa-
tar’s Gulf neighbours to host 
some of the matches.

He said last month that 
it would be “difficult” to 
stage an expanded tourna-
ment in Qatar alone.

Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and 
Egypt launched a diplo-
matic and trade boycott of 
Qatar in June 2017 that has 
complicated the prospect 

of sharing the tournament.
The countries accuse 

Qatar of supporting terror-
ism, which it denies.

FIFA voted in 2017 to 
increase the size of the 
tournament from 32 to 48 
teams starting from 2026 
but, since then, Infantino 
has been mulling the possi-
bility of bringing the change 
forward to 2022.

“If you think it’s a good 
thing to have 48 teams in 
the World Cup, why not try 
four years before, that’s why 
we are analysing whether its 
possible to have 48 teams 
already in 2022,” Infantino 
said on Wednesday.

“The World Cup will 
take place in Qatar with 32 
teams. Obviously, if we can 
increase it to 48 teams and 
make the world happy we 
should try it.”

Qatar said it would not 
take a final decision on the 
tournament expansion un-
til it has seen details of a 
feasibility study from FIFA.

The study is expected to 
discuss aspects of schedul-
ing, the number of required 
venues, training sites, and 
how many games per day 
would be played under an 
expanded format.

Qatar, a tiny but wealthy 
Arab nation, has moved 

Shenzhen (China), Jan. 
2 (AP): Maria Sharapova 
reached the quarterfinals 
of the Shenzhen Open on 
Wednesday after Chinese 
teenager Wang Xinyu re-
tired in the second set with 
cramps.

Sharapova, who lost the 
first set 7-6 (4), was leading 
5-2 in the second before 
the 17-year-old Wang was 
forced to quit.

''It's not the way ei-
ther of us wants to finish 
the match, win or lose,'' 
Sharapova said. ''I thought 
(Wang) was absolutely the 
dominant player in this 
match, and had all the op-
portunities to win it, even 
though I felt like I was find-
ing my stride and getting 
a little bit closer to the line 
and being more aggres-
sive.''

Wang, who won two 
Grand Slam doubles titles 
last year, received a wild 
card into the Shenzhen 

ahead with ambitious plan 
to scale up infrastructure 
ahead of the 2022 tourna-
ment that includes $6-8 
billion on eight stadiums 
and sporting facilities.

“If we can accommo-
date some of the neigh-
bouring countries in the 
gulf region which are very 
close by to host a few games 
in the World Cup this could 
be very beneficial for the re-
gion and the entire world,” 
Infantino added.

“There are tensions in 
this particular region and 
it’s up to their respective 
leaders to deal with that 
but maybe it’s easier to talk 
about a joint football proj-
ect than more complicated 
things.

“If it can help all the 
people in the Gulf and all 
the countries in the world 
develop football and bring 
a positive message to the 
world about football, then 
you should give it a try.”

Sunil Chhetri

Gianni Infantino 

event.
''She has all the tools 

to play well, and I think 
she showcased that, and 
it's obviously a very un-
fortunate way to end the 
match,'' Sharapova said.

Sharapova will next 
face top-seeded Aryna Sa-
balenka of Belarus in the 
quarterfinals. Sabalenka 

defeated Ekaterina Alex-
androva of Russia 6-3, 6-3.

Earlier, Wang Yafan 
reached the quarterfinals 
by beating Ons Jabeur 
of Tunisia 3-6, 6-4, 6-4. 
She will next face Monica 
Niculescu of Romania, who 
defeated Kristyna Pliskova 
of Czech Republic 6-7 (2), 
6-3, 6-4.

are unbeaten this season, 
while Manchester City have 
lost three of their last five 
games, despite a 3-1 win 
away to Southampton on 
December 30, reports Efe 
news.

"There's no denying 
it is a huge game for both 
clubs," said Aguero adding: 
"direct clashes between 
leading teams have a major 
impact towards the end of 
the season."

City will also remember 
how last season saw Liv-
erpool knock them out of 
the Champions League, al-
though they will take heart 
from a 0-0 draw at Anfield 
in October.

A win for Liverpool 
at the Ethiad would put 
them 10 points clear of 
City, who slipped to third 
in the league as the result 
of Tottenham's 3-0 victory 
in Cardiff on Tuesday, but 
a home win would put the 
reigning champions right 
back into the mix for this 
season's title.


