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Traffic police wheel-clamped the motorcycles that were parked 
illegally at Nyamo Lotha road in Dimapur.

Trucks parked across Golaghat Road, Ghorapatti area in Dimapur on Tue. Oct. 23.
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The confusion surrounding 
the centenary celebration 
of Naga Club continues 
even as the Naga Students’ 
Federation (NSF) and the 
newly revived Naga Club 
showed no signs of relent-
ing and went ahead with the 
preparations, as of Tuesday, 
for their respective celebra-
tion programmes.

The freshly revived Naga 
Club will be organising a 
lead-in general public meet-
ing to the centenary of the 
Naga Club at RCEMPA in 
Jotsoma on Oct. 30 and the 
main celebration on Nov. 29 
at Khuochiezie Ground in 
Kohima, while the NSF will 
be celebrating the 100-year 
anniversary of Naga Club on 
Oct. 31 at the Naga Solidar-
ity Park in Kohima.

The erstwhile Naga 
Club, formed in 1918, is re-
nowned for its historic Naga 
Hills memorandum of 1929 
written to the then Brit-
ish Statutory Commission 
headed by Sir John Allse-
brook Simon for safeguard-
ing the rights of the Naga 
people. The memorandum 
is considered to be the first 
written record that estab-
lishes Nagas as one people, 
and their political posi-
tion. The memorandum is 
said to have been drafted 
by Rüzhükhrie Angami, a 

teacher during that time, 
and signed by 19 others.

‘Don’t forget Naga Club 
and NSF were best allies’
Against the backdrop of all 
the allegations and counter 
allegations on the legiti-
macy of the newly revived 
Naga Club and separate 
celebrations of the cente-
nary coming to fore at a 
time when Naga society is 
facing division on many 
fronts, Eastern Mirror con-
tacted peace activist Niketu 
Iralu for his opinion on the 
ongoing issue between the 
two groups. The pacifist had 
this to say, “What we must 
not forget in the deteriorat-
ing crisis is that Naga Club 
and NSF were the best of 
allies yesterday! Naga Club 
was important for the NSF 
and NSF was equally im-
portant for Naga Club. Their 
interdependence was sym-
biotic in nature and their 
common strength.” Iralu 
remarked that from the ac-
counts of some former NSF 
leaders, it was learnt that 
but for the decisive action 
taken by the NSF at a critical 
juncture, the historic Naga 
Club building would have 
been appropriated by the 
state government by sheer 
default. 

“Yesterday, the ques-
tion of who was more ‘le-
gitimate’, more ‘mandated’, 

or of greater value to the 
Naga people just didn’t 
arise. Whether the parents 
are more important than 
the children, or the other 
way round, for the proper 
growth of a family is certain-
ly a strange question to ask. 
That such a question has 
arisen suddenly at this stage 
shows what our damaged 
relationships have done to 
us,” he asserted. 

“The differences have 
surfaced between the two 
crucial Naga institutions 
because our accumulat-
ing unsolved problems are 
overburdening our minds 
more than we are realising. 
And the better angels in all 
of us are anguished over 
what we have started to do 
to one another. We say we 
are surprised and angry 
that both sides have taken 
polarising positions that are 
hardening. But we should 
not be surprised because 
the distrusts and vengeful 
resentments towards one 
another that we have all 
caused in our different ways 
are now manifesting them-
selves. Our urgent need now 
is to address the roots of our 
resentments and distrusts 
together with God’s help,” 
Iralu said, emphasising on 
the need for readiness to 
be transparent about one’s 
wrongs/mistakes.

Queried if anyone today 

can claim to be the right-
ful representatives of the 
Naga Club of 1918 and re-
sponsible for the Naga Hills 
memorandum to the Si-
mon Commission in 1929, 
Iralu said he sensed this as 
a misinterpretation of the 
discussions to establish the 
facts of the history of the 
formation of the Club. From 
what he knew and from his 
own involvement in the 
discussions which started 
a few years back about the 
coming 100th year of Naga 
Club’s formation, he stated 
no one has claimed they 
were entitled to be the right-
ful representatives of the 
Naga Club. 

He felt that misinter-
pretation of the discussions 
due to the pressures of the 
differences had led to the 
conclusion that those trying 
to resuscitate the Naga Club 
were motivated by some-
thing more than establish-
ing the facts.  

A descendant’s appeal
“I stand here as a descend-
ant of a signatory (of the 
memorandum to the Simon 
Commission) with a very 
heavy and pained heart to 
see these very unfortunate 
developments which have 
come about surrounding a 
document which I thought 
was pure, innocent and so 
precious to all of us,” as-

serted Khriehutuo Sekhose, 
the son of Rüzhükhrie An-
gami, during a coordina-
tion meeting between the 
newly revived Naga Club 
and descendants of the 20 
signatories of the historic 
memorandum at the Red 
Cross Building in Kohima 
on Monday. 

He wondered how or 
what events have led the 
people to such a state today 
that they could not come 
to an understanding when 
descendants like him were 
looking forward to the cel-
ebration of the Naga Club 
centenary.

Strongly putting across 
his opinion that the de-
scendants do not have any 
claim to the (memorandum 
to) Simon Commission or 
the Naga Club, Sekhose said 
that to him the Simon Com-
mission was ‘a gift from God 
to Nagas and our fathers, 
grandfathers or great-grand-
fathers those who signed 
were there at that point in 
time to be used by God.’

He appealed to all not to 
destroy or allow any contro-
versy surround the historic 
petition. Expressing that 
having twin celebrations 
would make everything 
meaningless, he sounded 
a clarion to all the Naga 
people to ‘give it a thought 
and bring about an under-
standing.’ He acknowledged 

the contributions of the NSF 
towards the welfare of the 
club and also underscored 
the need for all to acknowl-
edge one another. “If there 
are two celebrations, I will 
be very very honest, I can-
not go to any one,” he said. 

Descendants of other 
signatories also shared their 
views and thoughts regard-
ing the celebration during 
the meeting. All of them 
expressed concern over the 
differences in opinion and 
the separate celebrations 
and erection of two different 
monoliths commemorat-
ing the 100 years anniver-
sary of the Club. While some 
suggested that the Naga 
Club needs to get legally 
registered, some pointed 
out that the body and its 
history should not be com-
promised.

One of the descendants 
questioned why the cel-
ebration of ‘something so 
pure and clean’ had to be re-
duced to ‘like other aspects 
of our lives in Nagaland’. He 
stated that the Naga people 
were already very confused 
that it needed no further 
‘adulteration’. Pointing out 
that the people needed to 
seek God’s guidance for this 
celebration, he asked the 
elderly Naga Club members 
to take the initiative and try 
to mend fences with the 
student body. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 23: The is-
sue of taxation in Dimapur 
has been a major concern 
for decades, especially for 
the business persons. The 
number of tax imposed 
by the many agencies and 
organisations in Nagaland 
has increased even more 
with time.

If money is levied by an 
authorised or governmental 
agency in return for a serv-
ice provided, it is termed as 
‘tax.’ If money is levied by 
an unauthorised agency it is 
deemed as ‘extortion’ (gen-
erally termed ‘illegal tax,’ 
which is incorrect). Tax is 
legal but extortion is illegal. 

Eastern Mirror on Tues-
day conducted a survey with 
one section of the victims 
that are regularly plagued by 
tax and extortion—the truck 
owners and drivers. The 
survey was made around 
Nagaland Police New Field 
Check Gate in Dimapur. 
Regular truck drivers and 
owners that ply through 
the gate were met in person 
and were queried about the 
agencies and organisations 
collect ‘tax’ from them at the 
check gate. 

It was noticed that the 
number and degree of taxes 
imposed is dependent on 
the quantity of goods and 
the type of goods the trucks 
carry.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 23: At least 30 
persons were penalised by 
the Dimapur traffic police 
for parking their motorcy-
cles in parking zones meant 
for four-wheelers at Nyamo 
Lotha road in Dimapur on 
Oct. 23. 

The officer in-charge 
of Dimapur traffic police, 
zone-I, L Mhathung Pat-
ton, told Eastern Mirror 
that Dimapur traffic police 
will continue to monitor 
wrong parking in Nyamo 
Lotha road until the system 
is practiced by everyone. 

“We have designated 
parking spaces for two-
wheelers but they violat-
ed the rule by parking in 
the four-wheeler parking 
zone. So in order to teach 
them a lesson we did this 
today. Until and unless 
they come to terms with 
the system, this will go on,” 
Patton said.

Stating that one mo-
torcycle can create a lot 
of space constraint when 
parked in four-wheeler 
zone, the officer said that 
no defaulter would be freed 
without being penalised. 

Naga Club centenary: Deep divisions 
threaten to soil historic celebration 

Tax and extortion: How the menace flourishes at check gates

Traffic police 
penalise motorists 
for parking illegally

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): Re-
fusing to impose a blanket ban 
on bursting of firecrackers, the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday al-
lowed the use of only green 
firecrackers with reduced emis-
sion and decibel levels during all 
religious festivals.

In its verdict on a petition 
filed on behalf of three infants, 
a bench of Justice A.K. Sikri and 
Justice Ashok Bhushan speci-
fied that on Diwali, firecrackers 
could be burst only between 8 
p.m. and 10 p.m. 

The bench also provided 
that firecrackers would be al-
lowed between 11.55 p.m. and 
12.30 a.m. on Christmas and 
New Year while banning the 
bursting of firecrackers not con-

forming to the green norms. The 
ban would be in force through-
out the year. These conditions 
would also be applicable to mar-
riage festivities.

The court also prohibited 
the manufacture, sale and use of 
joined firecrackers (series crack-
ers or 'laris') and specified that 
e-commerce websites should 
not accept any online orders and 
effect online sales. 

"Any such e-commerce 
companies found selling crack-
ers online will be hauled up for 
contempt of court and the court 
may also pass orders of mon-
etary penalties," it said. 

The court said that authori-
ties in Delhi would identify com-
mon community areas for the 

bursting of firecrackers and 
ensure awareness among people 
about it. It also recommended 
that other states should also 
explore the feasibility of com-
munity firecracking. 

The court directed police 
station chiefs to be person-
ally responsible for ensuring the 
compliance of its order.

The bench asked the Pe-
troleum and Explosives Safety 
Organisation (PESO) to review 
the clinical composition of fire-
works, particularly for reducing 
the aluminium content and sub-
mit its report within two weeks. 

PESO is the nodal organisa-
tion to look after safety require-
ments in manufacture, storage, 
transport and use of explosives 

and petroleum.
The bench asked the PESO 

to ensure that only fireworks 
with permitted chemicals are 
sold and possessed during Di-
wali and other religious festivals 
as well as occasions such as 
marriages.

PESO has also been asked to 
test and check for the presence 
of banned chemicals like lithi-
um, arsenic, antimony, lead and 
mercury and ensure suspension 
of the licenses of manufacturers 
of such fireworks items and ap-
propriate disposal of such stock. 

The court also asked the 
Centre and state governments as 
well as educational institutions 
to carry out extensive public 
awareness campaigns about the 

harmful effects of firecrackers.
The bench asked the Cen-

tral and State Pollution Control 
Boards and Pollution Control 
Committees to carry out short-
term monitoring for 14 days be-
fore and after Diwali for param-
eters like aluminium, barium, 
iron apart from the regulatory 
parameters. 

"This will help in generation 
of data on pollution caused by 
the bursting of firecrackers and 
would be helpful for regulation 
and control quantity of alu-
minium, barium and iron used 
in the manufacture of firecrack-
ers," it said. 

The court said it adopted 
a balanced approach provid-
ing a reasonable and adequate 

solution. 
"When the picture becomes 

clearer after the requisite stud-
ies/research, more stringent 
measures can be adopted in fu-
ture if the situation so warrants," 
said the bench. 

While the Central Pollution 
Control Board described the or-
der as a "balanced one", lawyers 
pressing for a complete ban on 
firecrackers said the court order 
would be difficult to implement 
for practical reasons.

Filed on behalf of two six-
month old and one fourteen-
month old infant, the petition 
pleaded for banning the use of 
firecrackers, sparklers and minor 
explosives, in any form, during 
festivals or otherwise.

SC permits bursting of only green firecrackers during celebrations

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): In the 
backdrop of an increasing public 
outcry over hike in the rates of 
DMC toll and urban utility fees, 
the Dimapur Municipal Council 
on Tuesday stated that neither the 
state government nor the DMC 
has authorised the hike. 

“The rates remains the same. 
The public and business commu-
nities are once again requested 
to bring to the notice of the DMC 
if the lessees are found charging 
higher than the rates as pre-
scribed by the government,” a 
statement from the DMC stated. 

Govt. never 
sanctioned hike 
in toll —DMC  

A truck driver, who 
wished to remain anony-
mous, said that he had nine 
and half years of experi-
ence being a truck driver in 
Dimapur—four years with 
sand truck; five and a half 
years with ‘ration truck.’ He 
said that he makes three 
trips a week. 

He told this reporter 
that per trip ‘nine differ-
ent unions charge INR 100 
each, the Nagaland po-
lice charge INR 800, Motor 
Vehicle Inspector (MVI) 
department INR 1000, Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) INR 550, and Excise 

department INR 300.’ He 
added that the DMC charg-
es INR 50 as entry tax. That 
is INR 3600 per trip in total. 

“DMC charges INR 50 as 
an entry tax, with or with-
out goods. It was INR 30 
two weeks back. None of us 
complains about tax levied 
by DMC because they are 
the ones maintaining the 
town but we do not like 
being taxed by so many 
departments,” the driver 
opined. He said that the 
MVI inspects the quantity 
of the goods carried by the 
truck and added that fines 
are imposed if the truck 

is ‘overloaded’ or if they 
do not have proper docu-
ments. He said that the driv-
ers should carry the receipts 
from each of the agencies to 
enter through the gate.

With regard to the tax 
levied by the police, Eastern 
Mirror queried the public 
relation officer (PRO) of 
Dimapur police over the 
telephone. The officer re-
plied that “it is illegal.”

“Other department, 
they may have some orders 
from the DMC but for po-
lice department, we do not 
have such order. Whatever 
tax, if you find, is being col-

lected from the gate by the 
police, then it is illegal,” said 
the PRO.  

Another driver, who 
also wished to remain 
anonymous, claimed that 
he drives a truck that trans-
ports sand. He said he 
makes one trip in a week. 
The driver told this report-
er that the DMC charges 
INR 50 as entry tax and 
an additional toll of INR 
250; the police charges INR 
100; Forest department INR 
300; Geology and Mining 
department INR 300; ‘vari-
ous unions’ INR 200; and 
INR 2600 by various Naga 

armed groups. That is INR 
3800 in total. He added that 
the ‘Forest and Police dept. 
do not produce receipts for 
the tax.’

“We are compelled to 
give these taxes. What can 
we do? We are non-Nagas, 
so we cannot challenge 
them,” he sighed.

Around 14 truck driv-
ers were surveyed—each 
one of them gave similar 
responses while some in-
formed that the truck own-
ers take the responsibilities 
of paying the taxes. So a 
collective query was made 
with six sand truck owners 
who were willing to divulge 
the information.

The truck owners ex-
plained that each truck 
makes two to three trips a 
week. The owners informed 
that they pay taxes to at 
least seven Naga armed 
groups, which include 
NSCN (IM), NSCN (K),  
NSCN (U), NSCN (R), FGN, 
NNC (Accordist), and NNC 
(Non-Accordist). The fac-
tions charge between INR 
2800-3000 in total; police 
INR 100; Geology and Min-
ing dept. INR 300; DMC INR 
250 (along with entry tax of 
INR 50); and Forest dept. 
INR 300.  

Again, that is INR 3800 
in total. And then the MVI 
charge INR 2000 month-
ly, according to the truck 

owners. 
“If the crime branch (of 

Nagaland police) comes, 
more than half of them 
run away. Be it factions or 
the other agencies, they 
jump through walls and 
gutters, some runs towards 
the nearby bazaar in As-
sam,” said one of the truck 
owners.

It was informed that 
new truck drivers, who ar-
rive from other regions, 
were ‘bullied by some of 
the groups charging INR 
30,000 to 40,000; some 
charge about INR 10,000 to 
20,000.’ “Some claim that 
the deputy commissioner 
and the court have given 
them the permission. They 
threaten the drivers by say-
ing that they will be caught 
and fined if they fail to give 
money,” said one of the 
truck owners.

The truck owners also 
informed that they have to 
pay an annual tax to the 
armed Naga groups rang-
ing from INR 3000 to INR 
8000 each.

“If they charge INR 100 
from us, we would be forced 
to charge that same amount 
from the public as serv-
ice rate. The public, as you 
know, are mostly Nagas. So 
they are indirectly charging 
money from their own peo-
ple,” said one of the truck 
owners.



Dimapur citizens contribute to CM’s relief fund

Kohima to witness praise festivalBJP Nagaland 
revokes former 
officials’ expulsion

KMC convenes 
meet to discuss on 
plastic-free state 

SFS to organise mass social 
work at common graveyard

DCC to inspect govt. institutions

Traffic for light vehicles 
allowed in Nagarjan bridge  

AR detains one NSCN (K) member IT&C department informs 
on website compliance

Ao Senden, NSCN (IM) hold consultative meeting

LBCA women dept. conference held 

List of contributors 
as provided by the DIPR
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DC and president  IRCS Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel and chairman IRCS Dimapur handing over the 
cheque to Chief Minister, Neiphiu Rio on Oct. 23.

Ao Senden officials with the NSCN (IM) functionaries on Oct. 23.

EM Images

Rovi Wazah, youth leader CBCK, Wabang Moa, director of NCTV and Khotuo Yuotsu NCTV at the press 
conference at Dream café in Kohima.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

 Tokheho Yepthomi, MP (LS) Nagaland INR 50000
 St.Joseph Global School Dimapur INR 19000
 St.Joseph University Dimapur INR 40000
 Network of Blood donors Dimapur INR 28,100
	 GET	Gorggeous	Society	and	Native	Trax	society	 INR	54,835
 Ramakrishna Society INR 5000
	 St.John	School	 INR	13000
 St.Thomas High School Nagarjan INR 5000
	 Dimapur	Bengali	Samaj	 INR	103500
 Dimapur Punjabi Community INR 1,00,000
 Muslim Council Dimapur INR 1,00,000
 Agarwal Mahila Munch Dmp INR  5,100
 Dimapur Sumi Students Union INR 14,450
	 Mahila	Sewa	Samiti	 INR	5100
 Inner wheel Club of Dimapur INR 11,000
	 Marwari	Samaj	Dimapur	 INR	3,00,000
 Nagaland Bhojpuri Samaj INR 25000
 Lions Club of Dimapur INR 11000
 Rotary Club Dimapur INR 15000
 Green wood school Dmp INR 20,640
 Chandu Kumar Agarwal INR 11,000

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (OCT 23)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 30 20.2 23.6 92 NIL

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA 21.4 14.2 17.2 96 NIL

ZBT 22.5 14.6 20.2 93 NIL

MON 28 18 17.4 91 NIL

TUENSANG 23 18.2 18.5 91 NIL

MKG 24.4 14.1 14.3 65 NIL

PHEK - - - - NIL

KIPHIRE 25.2 14 15 88 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26.5 14 16.6 82 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27.8 17.4 18.0 65 Nil

JALUKIE 24 10 15.7 86 Nil

MANGKOLEMBA 28.8 20.6 23.4 82 NIL

*Dew	Point	(DP)	*Relative	Humidity	(RH)	*	Rainfall	(RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Responding to the call of 
Chief Minister  Neiphiu Rio 
to contribute to the govern-
ment’s effort in mitigating 
the destructions caused by 
the recent monsoon rains, 
Dimapur citizens - individu-
als, NGOs, schools and col-
leges - have rose to the occa-
sion and donated an amount 
of INR  9,36,725 towards the 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. 

A DIPR report stated that 
seven cheques were handed 
over to the chief minister by 
the president of Indian Red 
Cross Society Dimapur and 
chairman of IRCS Dimapur 
towards the cause.

Me a n w h i l e,  D C  a n d 
president of IRCS, Sushil 
Kumar Patel also expressed 
gratitude to all the well wish-
ers who came forward to 
donate towards the CMs  
Relief Fund.

Dimapur, OCt 23 (EMN): The women 
department of Lotha Baptist churches 
association held its 68th triennial 
conference from Oct 19-21 at Kohima 
Lotha Baptist church which was held 
on the theme ‘Be rooted in Christian 
faith’. 

Rev. Nyanchumo Lotha, executive 
secretary LBCA, Rev. Mhathung Lotha, 
sr.pastor (KLBC), Meribeni Ngullie, 
women secretary LBCA and Lanvano 
Kithan, women evangelist, LBCA were 
the main speakers. Stressing on the 
theme, the speakers challenged the 
congregation to be deeply rooted in 

their faith, to remain steadfast and not 
be carried away with different doc-
trines propagated by the people. 

 A 12-member praise team from 
the host church (Kohima Lotha Baptist 
church) enthralled the congregation 
on every service that added vibrancy 
to the conference. The praise team 
mesmerised the congregation on the 
last night with their rendition of “The 
Lord Bless You and Keep You” as the 
curtains were downed. 

Meanwhile, a new team of office 
bearers for the year 2018-2021 were 
also selected.The new office team will 

be headed by Libeni Jami as chair-
person, Mhabeni M Tsopoe as vice-
prsident, Easther Kithan as secretary 
and Mhalo Kithan as joint secretary. 

A day long workshop was held on 
the topics about “the challenges of 
contemporary christian wife” and “a 
healthy life-style & progress” Altogeth-
er 803 delegates from 122 Lotha Baptist 
Churches across Nagaland attended 
the conference. The next Conference 
will be held in Dimapur Lotha Baptist 
Church in 2021, stated the multimedia 
committee of the LBCA women confer-
ence in a press statement. 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) held a con-
sultative meeting with lead-
ers of the Ao Senden on 
issues concerning the ongo-
ing Indo-Naga peace talks, 
on Oct. 23 in Dimapur. 

The NSCN (IM) issued 
a press release on Tuesday 
informing about the meet-
ing. The group asserted that 
the Ao Senden leadership 

and the ‘GPRN leaders’ thor-
oughly deliberated on stated 
talks. “The discourse was 
harmonious due to the free 
exchange of and ideas and 
views between the civil so-
ciety leaders and the GPRN. 
The Ao Senden leaders con-
veyed that they are with the 
GPRN and fervently hope 
for an early solution to the 
Indo-Naga conflict,” the 

MIP claimed in the press 
release. 

The armed group’s “kilo 
kilonser” Hukavi Yepthomi 
was mentioned as having 
elaborated how the Indian 
government came to rec-
ognise the unique history 
and situation of the Nagas 
and signed the ‘framework 
agreement’ with the gov-
ernment of India on August 

3 2015.
“The GPRN hopes that 

such a bonding will cer-
tainly bring forth an un-
conditional love and under-
standing among all the Naga 
brethren. The GPRN expects 
the same commitment and 
dedication from our Naga 
civil bodies until the final 
solution is arrived at,” the 
release added. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 23(EMN): Ko-
hima is all set for a one of 
a kind jamboree of a praise 
festival on Oct. 26 which is 
being jointly organised by 
Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC) and Na-
galand Cornerstone TV 
(NCTV ) at NBCC conven-
tion center.

Speaking with media 
persons at Dream Cafe, Wa-
bang Moa, director of NCTV 
said some of the best and 
renowned praise and wor-
ship leaders, not only in the 
country but the South east 
Asian region like James Bas-
net & band, The Warehouse 
worship, Sinai Ministry  and 
Chakesang Baptist Church 
Kohima Minister’s Hill Wor-
ship band will be partaking 
in the one day event.

He also said that the 
one day festival will focus 
not only on the concert but 
will also impart training on 
various topics like worship 
in the local church - work-
ing with the worship band 
- hymns, worship songs 
(also to be presented in lo-

D i m a p u r ,  O c t .  2 3 
(EMN): The president 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party(BJP) Nagaland state 
has revoked the expulsion 
order of Dr Khriezovolie 
Kesiyie and Seyiekhrielie 
Nagi who were expelled 
from both primary and ac-
tive membership on ‘dated 
21st of October 2017’ by 
the then state president 
Visasolie Lhoungu on the 
ground of anti-party ac-
tivities  ‘which was rec-
ommended by the disci-
plinary committee of the 
Party’. 

“...the said case was 
thoroughly reviewed again 
and found that the ex-

pulsion order was in his 
own interest and was self-
styled and amounted to 
character assassination of 
the two party leaders,” the 
BJP Nagaland said through 
its media cell.  

Saying that the state 
BJP president, in the in-
terest of the party, has re-
voked the expulsion or-
der on Oct. 18 stated that 
the party has ‘appointed’ 
Seyiekhrielie Nagi as new 
Kohima district president, 
Hiachanglak as the new 
Peren district president 
and I. Aliba as the Man-
gkolemba (Org.) district 
president “with effect from 
23rd Oct. 2018”. 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The ad-
ministrator of the Kohima Munici-
pal Council (KMC), Kovi Meyase 
has convened a meeting at Oct. 31 
from 11 in the conference hall of 
the deputy commissioner, Kohima 
to discuss matters relating to the 
state governments announcement 
for a plastic-free state. 

The meeting shall primarily 
focus on exchange of ideas and 
experiences and make a strategy 
for a workable and practical so-
lution towards minimising and 
eradication of plastic pollution in 
the state. 

 “All are requested to kindly 
attend the meeting and contrib-
ute towards the success of the 
programme,” stated Meyase. How-
ever, the KMC administrator did 
not elaborate on the word ‘all’ or 
who should attend the meeting. 

Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): In prepara-
tion for the observance of All Souls’ 
Day, the St. Francis de Sales ( SFS ) 
Parish, Kohima Town is organising a 
mass social at the common graveyard 
near BSF Camp on Saturday, Oct. 27 
in Kohima.

During the social work, the com-
mon cemetery, a resting place for 
hundreds of departed, people of vari-
ous denominations and tribes will be 
cleaned. In a press release, Rev. Fr. Ri-
chard Fernandes, parish priest of SFS 

have requested all the parishioners 
and the Catholics whose relatives are 
buried at the cemetery  to participate 
in the annual mass social work. 

The SFS Parish, a community 
comprising various different tribes, 
has also openly invited everyone 
concerned to share in the charitable 
undertaking.

It informed that conveyance will 
be provided at 9 am at Keziekie bus 
stand on Saturday to proceed to the 
cemetery.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The Di-
mapur District Congress Committee 
(DCC) will be initiating inspection 
drive of all the Nagaland government 
offices under Dimapur district.

The DCC president, Bendang 

Jamir and media cell secretary, Kuot-
ho Chishi stated that the drive is 
being initiated to inspect to check 
the attendance, discipline at work 
and service provided to the general 
public. 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The Dimapur district admin-
istration has issued an order with regard to the deplor-
able condition of the Nagarjan bridge. 

The district administration has said that in view of 
the partial restoration of the approach road to the Na-
garjan bridge by PWD (R&B), a regulated a single lane 
traffic for light vehicles is allowed to traverse through 
the bridge. However, there are certain conditions: the 
executive engineer of PWD (R&B) Dimapur should 
monitor the bridge and take precautionary measures 
daily. 

“He shall also inform the undersigned as and when 
closure of traffic requires,” the DC stated. 

Besides, the district administration stated that traf-
fic police personnel should be deployed in the bridge 
round the clock for traffic regulation. 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): Personnel of the Assam Rifles 
battalion based in Mon town, acting on specific inputs, 
apprehended one person said to be an “OWG worker” 
(over-ground worker) of the NSCN (K) on Oct. 22. 

The Assam Rifles, in a press note, identified the arrested 
person as one Hangang (33) from Changlang district of 
Arunachal Pradesh. The AR said that the apprehended 
person, on spot questioning, confessed of his involvement 
as “an OGW worker for NSCN (K) and had been collecting 
money in Mon Town on behalf of NSCN (K) and was plan-
ning to move to Changlang for deposition of tax money”. 

 The apprehended individual has been handed over 
to Mon police station for further investigation, the release 
further stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The department of information 
technology and communication, Nagaland has informed 
about a ‘website compliance’ system to be enforced in the 
state.  The ITC department, in view of the ‘Accessible India 
Campaign’, conceptualised by the ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment, department of Empowerment of Per-
sons with Disabilities, government of India, New Delhi for 
accessibility of persons with disabilities, the government 
of Nagaland has ordered compliance with the central gov-
ernment’s guidelines for “Government of India Apps and 
Websites 2018 (GIGAW). 

The GIGAW conforms to the W3C’s (World Wide Web 
Consortium) Web content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0 
(WCAG 2.0) which are internationally accepted standards. 

Therefore, the websites of all the government depart-
ments have been asked to be made compliant with Level 
AA of the WCAG 2.0 which prescribes accessibility options 
including: viz. options of changeable text size, changeable 
colour (and contrast) scheme and use of   assistive tech-
nologies such as screen readers for hearing impaired. 

The notification further stated that those departments 
which are already having WCAG 2.0 compliant websites 
should not remove such accessibility features when updat-
ing their websites. For any assistance, the Deputy Director, 
IT&C may be contacted over mobile number: 9436005854 
and email: dit-ngl@nic.in, the DIPR stated in a news update. 

cal dialects); power of praise 
and worship etc. 

Nagaland Cornerstone 
TV (NCTV) member Khotuo 
Yuotsu remarked that this 
festival was specifically tar-
geted to make the youth un-
derstand the importance of 

praise and worship in their 
everyday life, both within 
and outside the church. 

‘Only the word of God 
and songs of praise were 
the only weapon to defeat 
the evil surrounding an indi-
vidual, both physically and 

spiritually as mentioned in 
the Bible,’ he said

The organisers also re-
minded that the one day 
festival was open for all 
where people, irrespective 
of denominations, caste or 
creed, can participate. 
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Temjen Imna Along Longkumer and Dr Longrineken, right, unveil a plaque marking the dedication of 
Mangkolemba New Model College, at Tzupaksa in Mangkolemba of Mokokchung on October 10. 

A food safety officer talks to traders about food adulteration during a 
seminar that was organised by the food safety wing of Mokokchung’s 
Chief Medical Office, on October 22. 
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Kevileno Angami

Science show innovates as dept. 
roots for ‘dreaded’ subjects 

Providing clean, safe food is duty of businesses — Authorities 

Mangkolemba gets an arts college 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): The 
government higher second-
ary school of Kiphire was 
declared the winner of a 
state-level science exhibi-
tion organised by the Rash-
triya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan (RMSA) on Oct. 23 
in Kohima. The event was 
organised with the theme 
“consequences of Climate 
Change.”

Yet, the event was not 
so much for models and ex-
periments but a platform to  
foster interest in students in 
Nagaland to grow in science 
and mathematics.   

The government high 
schools of Chandmari in 
Kohima, and Mayang-
nokcha in Mokokchung 
were declared the second 
and third winners; Tamlu 
government high school 
was awarded with the ‘Best 
Model’ prize.

The ministry of Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment launched the RMSA’s 
Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan 
(RAA), a convergent frame-
work across school educa-
tion and higher education 
sectors aiming to encourage 
children to learn science 
and mathematics and to de-
velop their interest through 
activities related to stated 
subjects. 

During the exhibition, 
students from eleven dis-

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct . 23  
(EMN): Mangkolemba in 
Mokokchung district will 
have an arts college, the 
foundation for which was 
dedicated recently. ‘Mang-
kolemba New Model Col-
lege,’ as the new college is 
called, was dedicated at 
Tzupaksa in Mangkolemba 
of Mokokchung, on Octo-
ber 10.

Menuokholie Kire, state 
projector at the Higher Edu-
cation department said in 
his introductory note said 
that the new college would 
be of Arts. It is being imple-
mented as part of the Rash-
triya Unchchatar Shiksha 
Abhiyan programme phase-
II. The college’s campus cov-
ers 29 acres in Khar village’s 
jurisdiction.

The minister of Higher 
Education & Technical Edu-
cation, Temjen Imna Along 
Longkumer, addressed the 
programme marking the 
dedication. The minister 
said that the foundation 
for a ‘greater’ future for the 
people is in education.

The minister lauded Dr 
Longrineken, advisor for 
Law & Justice, for his initia-
tive to set up the new college 
here; and to Khar village 
for the college’s campus. 
He lamented that one of 
the reasons why the three 
ranges in Mangkolemba   
lag was because the people 
did not give importance to 
education. ‘The range has 
very few technically sound, 
educated persons. If we are 
not technically sound in 
education how can our peo-
ple progress?” he queried.

The new college, he 
said, is being set up with 
a vision for the people to 
bring development to the 
Mangkolemba area besides 
bringing benefit to the Naga 
people as a whole.

Asserting ‘technically 
sound educated persons’ to 
be the backbone of the vil-
lage and its community, he 
urged leaders of the ranges 
to give importance to edu-
cation. That way, he said, 
‘youths of tomorrow are 
technically sound educated 
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Liangmeijei Paul Rongmei
(Born on 15th June 1937: Died on 18th Oct 2018)

Through this column, we the bereaved family members of late 
Liangmeijei Paul Rongmei, Ex-catechist, would like to express our 
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Loving children, grandchildren and In-laws 
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2. Former Chief Minister of Nagaland TR Zeliang
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4. Urselene Franciscan Lay Association Dimapur
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11.  Bread of Life Church, Naharbari 
12.  Rongmei Council Nagaland
13.  Diphuam Women Society
14.  Rongmei Naga People’s Organisation
15.  Rongmei Welfare Society, Dhobinala 
16.  Salesian College of Hr.Edu Teaching Staff
17.  Tingkao Ragwang Chapriak Phuam, Dimapur
18.  Rongmei Catholic Youth Dimapur
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persons who will lead the 
society.’Further, the minis-
ter urged the Ao Students’ 
Conference and student 
organisations of the ranges 
to be serious about schools 
and colleges in the district. 
The reason he gave for the 
assertion was that it would 
keep the education system 
‘uncorrupted.’ 

The minister also opined 
that the Naga people can 
move forward only when 
they work towards fostering 
unity personally. To make 
the Naga society progres-
sive, he added, the people 
need to acquire knowledge; 
through knowledge, a pro-
gressive and unified society 
can be attained. He added 
that building Nagaland was 
not only the responsibility 
of elected representatives 
alone but of citizens too. 
He cautioned: “If we just 
focus more on acquiring 
more material wealth than 
there will be no vision for 
the future youths and that 
visionless generation will be 
a curse for the Naga.”

Dr Longrineken, advi-
sor for Law & Justice also 
spoke at the programme. 
He called the event a red 
letter day for the people of 
Mangkolemba. The legisla-
tor has urged the people to 
consider the project their 
personal project.

He said that develop-

tricts demonstrated and 
explained their working 
models, which were based 
on the theme depicting the 
effect of Climate Change 
such as flooding, droughts, 
pollution etc. 

A recent survey indicat-
ed Nagaland students’ per-
formances in math worsen 
in the higher classes, and 
most of the students had 
‘math phobia.’ 

The state  miss ion 
director of the Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), 
Kevileno Angami, attrib-
uted the “phobia” to stu-
dents not having a clear 
foundation of the subject; 
lack of curiosity; and in-
quisitiveness, too, among 
the students.

 ‘Our’ students can per-

form much better, she said 
but emphasised on the 
teachers’ role for proper 
guidance: create an ena-
bling environment for stu-
dents to learn and grow, 
and expand their minds 
and ideas.

Defining science as 
a study of facts ‘system-
atically and methodically,’ 
Angami said it is not a very 
difficult subject except 
that it requires diligence 
and curiosity to know the 
what, how and why of the 
things.

The official was op-
timistic that the science 
exhibition would help stu-
dents inculcate the joy of 
learning science and math 
as they engage in learning 
new facts and inventions; 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Businesses and commer-
cial establishments that 
provide services in food 
and catering are responsi-
ble for the food they pro-
vide to the public. The food 
must have to be clean and 
hygienic; it is  the business 
operators’ responsibility to 
provide  food handlers with  
‘safety and hygiene require-
ments’ too, the authorities 
said.  

Authorities stated the 
caution to commercial 
establishments during a 
seminar on food safety that 
was organised by the food 
safety wing of Mokokchung 
Chief Medical Officer’s es-
tablishment on October 
22 with food traders in 
Mokokchung town.

A press release from the 
district programme man-
agement unit on Tuesday 
stated that Dr Kibangkum-
ba, deputy chief medical 
officer, spoke about gen-
eral hygiene and sanitary 
practices. He said it was the 
responsibility of the food 
business operators to pro-
vide all food handlers with 

expressing their inter-
est through experiments 
would enable them to think 
out of the box.

Joint mission director of 
the RMSA Visiezolie Yashü 
said in the keynote address 
that the science exhibitions 
in the districts aim to devel-
op in the minds of students 
an interest in math and sci-
ence, and publicise science 
and technology. 

Expressing happiness 
at the positive outcome 
of the science exhibitions 
across the districts, Yashü 
observed that they were 
enhancing Students’ talent 
and interest in science.

The official also said 
that students have signifi-
cantly improved as they are 
slowly developing a scien-
tific spirit and the curios-
ity to learn more through 
demonstrations.

 He mentioned how over 
the years students from the 
Northeast had been inno-
vating and creating ideas at 
exhibitions.

The members of the 
competition’s adjudicators 
were Elizabeth Walling, as-
sistant professor at State 
College of Teacher Educa-
tion in Kohima; Dr. Daniel 
Kibami, assistant professor, 
at Kohima Science College; 
and Chumchano Yanthan, 
headmistress of Baptist 
High, in Kohima.

food safety and hygiene 
requirements. 

‘Since (sic) any illness 
or disease that can be 
transmitted through food 
can be dangerous, a food 
business operator must 
ensure that all food han-
dlers are well aware of the 
roles and responsibility in 
protecting food from any 

kind of contamination,’ the 
department stated.

A Food Safety officer, 
Merenlemba Ao, gave the 
gathering updates about 
food adulteration and its 
effects on health. He said 
food adulteration leads to 
toxicity in the body, and 
‘leads the body to paraly-
sis or eventually to death,’ 

according to the updates. 
According to the press 
release, the gathering was 
reminded that adultera-
tion affects the quality of 
the product too, hinder-
ing the nutritive value of 
the food.

The traders and partici-
pants in the meeting were 
urged to ‘give their best 
in providing good quality 
products,’ the press release 
from the local authorities 
stated. 

mental projects for roads, 
bus services and a helipad 

would be implemented 
soon.



Guwahati, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
The call for a 12-hour As-
sam bandh on Tuesday 
given by over 60 organisa-
tions against the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill 2016 
drew a total response across 
the state, except the four 
districts of Barak Valley.

Most of the government 
offices in state capital Gu-
wahati recorded thin at-
tendance, while commer-
cial establishments across 
the state remained shut in 
response to the strike call.

Roads wore a deserted 
look, with only a few buses 
of the Assam State Trans-
port Corporation (ASTC) 
plying.

The bandh supporters 
blocked roads by burning 
tyres. They also attacked 
buses and other vehicles 
plying on the road in defi-
ance of the bandh call.

These organisations are 
protesting against a meet-
ing of the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee with the 
Ministries of Home and 
External Affairs over the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill 2016. The bill seeks to 
grant citizenship to non-
Muslims from Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan, 
drawing opposition from 
several organisations in 
Assam.  The Assam govern-
ment had on Monday sent 
out instructions to the state 
government employees to 
report to work and threat-
ened that punitive action 
will be taken against those 
who absented themselves 
on Tuesday.

Assam BJP President 
Ranjit Kumar Dass said that 
the bandh drew response 
only in some minority-
dominated areas.

Farmers’ leader Akhil 
Gogoi thanked the peo-
ple of Assam for making 

Guwahati, Oct. 23 (PTI): 
As many as 108 acclaimed 
films from over 50 countries 
will be screened in the sec-
ond edition of the Guwahati 
International Film Festival, 
which will begin on Octo-
ber 25.

The seven-day film ex-
travaganza is likely to see 
participation of about 45 
foreign delegates, includ-
ing eight Ambassadors, 
and nearly 5,000 domestic 
movie buffs.

“We are ready with all 
our preparations. In total, 
108 films from 52 countries 
will be screened in this fes-
tival. We hope, this will be 
more successful than the 
last year’s edition,” 2nd Gu-
wahati International Film 
Festival (GIFF) 2018 Artistic 
Director Rahul Jain told PTI 
here.

Nearly 35 film person-

alities from abroad will take 
part with their flicks, while 
Ambassadors from Lithua-
nia, Myanmar, Argentina, 
Latvia, Estonia, Serbia, 
Singapore and Malaysia 
are likely to be present, he 
added.

“In terms of delegates, 
over 3,800 have so far have 
registered. In the next two 
days, we hope to touch the 
figure of 5,000,” Jain said.

The Assam Govern-
ment-owned Jyoti Chitra-
ban (Film Studio) Society is 
the organiser of the festival, 
which will be held from 
October 25 to 31, in as-
sociation with Dr Bhupen 
Hazarika Regional Govern-
ment Film and Television 
Institute.

Eminent filmmakers 
Buddhadeb Dasgupta and 
Shaji N Karun will be the 
chief guests during open-

ing and closing ceremo-
nies of the festival respec-
tively.

The 2nd GIFF will be-
gin with streaming of the 
National Award winning 
Director Jahnu Barua’s yet-
to-be released Assamese 
film ‘Broken Window’ 
(Bhoga Khirikee), while 
‘Black Crow’ (Siyah Karga) 
by Turkish Director Mu-
hammet Tayfur Aydin will 
be the closing film.

Jain informed that this 
year ASEAN will be the fo-
cus region instead of having 
any focus country.

“We will have 14 films 
from 10 countries of the 
ASEAN region. This will be 
a new experience as usu-
ally we have focus country 
in any such international 
festival,” he added.

Some of the films from 
the South East Asian na-

tions will be ‘In the Life of 
Music’ by Caylee So and Sok 
Visal, ‘Woman of the Weep-
ing River’ by Sheron Dayoc, 
‘The Seen and Unseen’ by 
Kamila Andini, ‘Father and 
Son’ by Luong Dinh Dung, 
‘Poppy Goes to Hollywood’ 
by Sok Visal and ‘Smaller 
and Smaller Circles’ by Raya 
Martin and ‘Mudras Call-
ing’ by Christina Kyi.

Apart from the ASEAN, 
films from the US, the 
UK, Spain, France, Argen-
tina, Poland, Hungary, It-
aly, Croatia, Latvia, Israel, 
Greece, Turkey, Iran, Bang-
ladesh, Qatar, Portugal, 
Sweden, China, Germany, 
Denmark, Georgia, Serbia, 
Switzerland, Netherlands, 
Albania, Estonia, Lithua-
nia, Ireland, Peru, Czech 
Republic, Mexico, Iceland 
and Denmark will also be 
screened.
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12 hours Assam bandh call over 
Citizenship Bill gets total response 

Action will be taken if Francis Gale 
found guilty of sexual abuse — CCBI

Manipur to develop religious place in Mathura

108 films from 52 nations to be screened in 2nd GIFFTripura CM, BJP leaders to campaign in Mizoram

AGP holds protest rally in Guwahati against Citizenship Bill

PTI

 A view of deserted Ganeshguri flyover during 12-hour Assam Bandh, in Guwahati, Tuesday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1975SUD0KU 1815
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Strikes with a heavy impact
 5. A young man
 8. As Soon As Possible
 12. To the windward side
 13. The borders of an object
 15. “Stop” for a horse
 16. Young salmon
 17. Fabric
 18. Respiratory organ
 19. Betrayals
 22. D
 23. Not amateur
 24. Indebtedness
 26. In the interest of another
 29. Coated
 31. To the fullest extent
 32. A strong lightweight wood
 34. Female horses
 36. Vipers
 38. Relative magnitudes of two 

quantities
 40. Money box
 41. Airplane driver
 43. An aromatic resin
 45. Negative
 46. Comfort
 48. Squishy
 50. Fortune teller
 51. Till
 52. Prefix indicating “Upon”
 54. Restrictions
 61. Plunge
 63. Often fried with eggs
 64. Adhesive
 65. 1 1 1 1
 66. Hard fats from the kidneys of sheep
 67. Confines (Old English)
 68. Untidyness
 69. Anagram of “Dis”
 70. Weeps convulsively 

 DOWN
 1. Wholly absorbed in thought
 2. Wing-shaped

 3. Being nothing more than
 4. A type of angel
 5. A digestive fluid
 6. Smell
 7. Abominable snowman
 8. Pointed tool for piercing 

holes
 9. Trembling convulsively
 10. A1
 11. A printed leaf of a book or 

periodical
 13. Academic
 14. Grave 

 20. A zodiacal sign
 21. Travelled through water
 25. French for “State”
 26. Foundation
 27. Sticks of dynamite
 28. Fire
 29. Duos
 30. Postponement
 31. Geographic illustration
 33. Pigpen
 35. Crafty
 37. Underside of footwear
 39. Children without parents

 42. East Asian unit of weight
 44. Owl sound
 47. Children’s beds
 49. Horse sounds
 52. Anagram of “Mode”
 53. A coniferous tree
 55. Hawaiian island
 56. Chilled
 57. Infants
 58. Margarine
 59. Lacking sensation
 60. Soap-frame bar
 62. S

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1814

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1974

The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on 
Tuesday staged a massive protest 
rally here against the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill, asking the BJP-led 
government at the Centre to throw 
the legislation into the dustbin if they 
respected the historic Assam Accord 
and the people of the state.

AGP President Atul Bora also 
termed the Assam Accord as the 
party’s “Gita, Bible and Quran” and 
said that it must be implemented for 
the sake of securing the rights of the 
indigenous people.

The rally that started from Latasil 
playground to the city’s Chandmari 
area, was against the Bill that seeks 
to make the minority communities 
such as Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christians from 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Paki-
stan eligible for applying for Indian 
citizenship. 

The Bill is under consideration of 
a joint parliamentary committee of 
both the Houses.

“The Assam Accord is Gita, Bible 
and Quran for us and I want to ask 
the BJP leadership whether they 
respect the Assam Accord or not or 
the blood of martyrs of the Assam 
movement who laid down their lives 
for the state,” said Bora while ad-
dressing the rally.

The AGP is a partner of the BJP-
led alliance government in Assam 
and the party has three legislators in 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonow-
al’s cabinet. 

While over 60 organisations in 

Assam called for a 12-hour Assam 
bandh on Tuesday to protest against 
the Bill, the AGP decided to hold the 
protest rally.

“We contested the 2016 elections 
with the BJP following discussion 
with our grassroots workers and the 
people of Assam. 

However, we are ready to come 
out of the alliance if the BJP gov-
ernment goes ahead with the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
2016,” said AGP leader and state 
Water Resources Minister Keshav 
Mahanta.

The bandh drew a near total 
response across the state although 
the government had issued instruc-
tions to the administration to ensure 
normalcy.

the bandh a success and 
hoped that the BJP-led gov-
ernment in Assam takes 
a lesson from the people’s 
support to the bandh.

T h e  A s o m  G a n a 
Parishad also took out a 

rally in Guwahati against 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill 2016.

The AGP is a partner of 
the BJP-led alliance govern-
ment in Assam.

“The Assam Accord is 

Gita, Bible and Quran for 
us and I want to ask the BJP 
leadership to clarify wheth-
er they respect the Assam 
Accord or not? I want to 
ask the BJP leadership to 
make clear if they respect 

the blood of martyrs of the 
Assam movement who 
have laid down their lives 
for the sake of Assam and 
indigenous people,” said 
Atul Bora, the President of 
AGP, at the rally.

Shillong, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
The Congregation of Chris-
tian Brothers in India 
(CCBI), a worldwide reli-
gious community within 
the Catholic Church, on 
Tuesday said that appro-
priate action will be taken 
against Brother Francis 
Gale, accused of sexually 
abusing a tribal Khasi wom-
an in Meghalaya, if he is 
found guilty.

Mary Therese Kurka-
lang, from the state capital 
Shillong, on October 19 
took to the social media 
#MeToo campaign, accus-
ing two Catholic brothers 
- Francis Gale and Muscat 
- of sexually abusing her 
since she was five.

“We are committed to 
a just and fair hearing to 
both the complainant and 
the alleged abuser, through 
a formal process as laid out 
in our Protection Policy - 
Safeguarding Children and 
Vulnerable Adults,” Brother 
J. Johnson of the Society 
Protection Officer Profes-
sional Ethics Commission, 
CCBI, said.

In an e-mailed com-
munique, Johnson said, 
“The policy looks into all 
cases of abuse, past and 
present, so as to ascertain 
with compassion the truth 
and support the survivor 
towards achieving a peace-
ful closure while taking ap-
propriate action against 
the alleged abuser if found 
guilty.”

Johnson said the Chris-
tian Brothers stand in soli-
darity with and in support 
of any survivor of sexual 
abuse.

Gale, who is now based 
in West Bengal, had “sexu-
ally abused Mary for eight 
years”.

“He (Gale) was a trusted 
friend of my family and was 
held in great esteem as a 
religious man. I was sent 
to him for tuitions -- I was 
5 when he first showed me 
his ‘----’ and asked me to 
touch it.”

However, Mary’s family 
members distanced them-
selves from the alleged sex-
ual scandal.

“I have nothing to say 

on the matter. You go and 
ask her. Please get out of my 
sight,” Mary’s elder sister 
Zita Kurkalang told jour-
nalists. 

Mary said that she never 
got the support of her fam-
ily members, one of whom 
instead “slapped” her when 
she informed them about 
the sexual abuse commit-
ted by Gale.

“I never spoke about it 
again, the abuse continued 
all the years. When I turned 
12 and started menstruat-
ing I did muster the cour-
age to refuse to meet this 
man (Gale) or talk to him,” 
she said.

Mary alleged in her Fa-
cebook post that Muscat 
would call children to his 
side of the table and ask “us 
(children) to choose toffees 
from his drawers and while 
we did, he would slide his 
hands up,” she said.

The victim said that she 
never told anyone about 
the sexual abuse commit-
ted by Muscat because of 
the larger abuse she faced 
from Gale.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): Manipur chief 
minister, N Biren Singh, has announced to 
develop sacred place of worship practised 
by the Manipuris in the 19th Century at 
Mathura in Uttar Pradesh by transforming 
it into a place of pilgrimage.

Biren stated this while speaking as the 
chief guest at the silver jubilee celebration 
of Guru Kirtana Seva organised by Gulapi 
Nata Sankirtana Academy at Lamyanba 
Shanglen, Palace Compound, in Imphal 
East District on October 23.

Biren informed that disputes with some 
private parties regarding the said plot of 
land at Mathura had been settled recently 
with the intervention of Uttar Pradesh chief 
minister, Yogi Adityanath. Biren has sought 
suggestions from gurus and scholars to 
develop and promote Manipuri Nata San-
kirtana, which had been included in the 
Representative List of UNESCO’s Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity.
Also speaking on the occasion, art and 

culture minister, L Jayantakumar, said that 
the Manipur University of Culture had 
received recognition from UGC. He said 
the university would be able to educate 
Nata Sankirtana as a subject to the young 
generation and propagate it to the world.

CAF and PD minister, Karam Shyam, 
remembered Maharaja Bhagyachandra’s 
contribution in the promotion of Manipuri 
culture. 

The chief minister also presented 
Leimapokpam Herachandra Ningshing 
Mana to Nata Guru Shri Kshetrimayum 
Amuyaima Singh at the function. The 
award carries a cash prize of INR 20,000, a 
citation and a shawl.

Earlier, the chief minister led the gath-
ering in paying floral tributes to the late 
Gurus of Nata Sankirtana.

Agartala/Aizawl, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb and other state BJP leaders 
would campaign for the party in 
the November 28 Assembly polls 
in Congress ruled Mizoram, a party 
official said here on Tuesday.

“The Chief Minister left for Mi-
zoram on Tuesday while Social 
Welfare Minister Santana Chakma 
and party legislator Shambhu Lal 
Chakma and party General Secre-
tary Pratima Bhowmik are already 
camping in the poll bound state,” 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) spokes-
man Nabendu Bhattacharjee told 
the media.

He said that Deb (also the BJP’s 
Tripura Pradesh President) and 
other state leaders would address 
election rallies and party workers’ 
meet in Mizoram.

Bhattacharjee said: “Tripura 
Chief Minister is the star attraction 
for the party in the ongoing election 
campaign in the Congress ruled 
state as under his leadership the BJP 

crushed the Left rule in Tripura after 
25 consecutive years.”

At least five of the 40 Assembly 
constituencies in Mizoram share 
borders with Tripura, which has a 
109 km border with the Christian-
dominated state.

BJP President Amit Shah, who 
kicked-off the election campaign in 
Mizoram last week, announced the 
party would field candidates in all 
the 40 Assembly seats of the state.

BJP leaders in Mizoram have 
been asserting that they would 
make all-out efforts to remove the 
Congress from power in the state to 
“paint the northeast with the saffron 
colour”.

Mizoram is the only state ruled 
by the Congress in the region.

The BJP is making intensive 
efforts to win the Christian-dom-
inated state, after having formed 
governments on its own or by 
forming alliances in the remaining 
six North eastern states, excluding 
Sikkim.

Meanwhile, the ruling Congress 
suffered a major setback after state 
Home Minister and senior party 
leader R. Lalzirliana and three sitting 
legislators, Lalrinliana Sailo, Buddha 
Dhan Chakma, both former min-
isters, and Hmingdailova Khiangte 
resigned from the party.

While, Lalzirliana and Sailo 
joined the opposition Mizo National 
Front (MNF) and Chakma joined 
the BJP, Khiangte is yet to announce 
his future course of action.

With these resignations, the 
Congress’ strength in the 40-mem-
ber house came down to 30, while 
the MNF has six lawmakers. Four 
seats are vacant after the resigna-
tions of four Congress MLAs.

Both the Congress and the main 
opposition MNF led by party Presi-
dent and former Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga have already begun 
their election campaign.

MNF is a constituent of the BJP-
led North East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA).



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KEVIKHULE W/o LT. PHELUKHWE KIRHA, Pensioner resident Jakhama 
Village has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension P.O. No. 
PEN/COM - 5586/NL/S/8862 of Treasury Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.10530633796 & 
11802933999 SBI Jakhama Branch, 08990100004297 U.C.O Bank, Kohima Branch & 
08990310065976 Fixed Deposit, UCO Bank Kohima. Who expired on 13.09.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/102/2018-VII         Dated Kohima, the 11th Oct, 2018

 KG-2905

(DECLARATION)
I, Shri. Kodokha Koza declares that the 
names Kodokha Koza and Kodokha 
Chakhesang are one and the same person 
i.e myself. However the name Kodokha 
Koza shall be used in all my official records 
and documents.

K-1894

Regd No.1010  Date: 26.9.18AFFIDAVIT

Nagaland Board of School Education
Kohima

NOTIFICATION  NO.47/2018
Dated Kohima, the 4th October, 2018

NO.NBE-14/Ex-Misc(12)/2018-19 :: It is hereby notified for information of 
all concerned that the following category of repeaters in HSLC & HSSLC 
Examinations 2018 who are intending to appear at the ensuing HSLC & HSSLC 
Examinations 2019 are informed to contact their institutions/centres within 
22nd October 2018 to 10th November 2018 for filling up the Application Forms 
according to their category:

  Category Institution/Centre to contact
 a) HSSLC     
  1. Regular Repeaters -  School/College last attended
  2. Centre Repeaters -  Centre last appeared
  3. Improvement of performance -  School/College last attended
 b) HSLC
  1. Needs Improvement candidates -  School last attended
  2. Improvement of performance -  School last attended
  3. Needs Improvement candidates of   - HSLC Main Examination 
       Compartmental Examination     Centre last appeared
  4. Repeaters/Private candidates -  HSLC Examination centre 
        last appeared

Sd/- Asano Sekhose 
Chairman

KG-2904

FELICITATION
The Makharung Village Council would like to convey our 
heartiest congratulation to Shri. Joseph Patton from Ryphim 
Village who has being promoted to Secretary GPRN (IM) for the 
first time for the Lothas. The council also would like to thank 
GPRN Govt. for promoting Shri Joseph Patton as a secretary.
The council further wishes and prays to almighty God to bless 
him with good health and guide him in all his future endeavors.
 Nchumthung Ezung Renjamomo Yanthan
 VDB Secretary Chairman
 (Makharung Village Council) (Makharung Village Council)

D
P-
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OFFICE OF THE
MAKHARUNG VILLAGE COUNCIL

WOKHA: NAGALAND

IMMANUEL COLLEGE    
Lengrijan : Dimapur.

NOTICE
HSSLC (Class-12) regular repeaters (First 
failures) are herby informed to fill up 
their exam forms for NBSE exam 2019 on 
or before 31st Oct. 2018.They are to bring 
original HSSLC Admit card & Mark sheet of 
2018 and a clear & recently taken Black & 
White passport photograph (NOT instant) 
of 4x5 cm. Parents should be present at 
time of exam form fill up. 
                    Principal @ 03862248275/248212.

D-6163

FELICITATION
The Yimchunger Union Tuensang 
Town extends our heartiest 
congratulation to MR. Lunso 
Yimchunger S/o H.Nokrunba  
for successfully clearing the 
NPSC exam and selected as 
Deputy Superintendent of Police 
under Home Department, Police 
establishment branch. 
The union wishes greater success 
in his future Endeavour.

     (T.YIMSO) (L.KIUTHSANG)
GEN SECY YUTT PERSIDENT YUTT

D-6164

Tender No. FCI/DO-DMV/US/Gunny/disposal/2014-15 Dated:-23.10.2018

NOTICE INVITING RATES QUOTATIONS
Food Corporation of India, District office, Dimapur invites sealed rates 
quotations for disposal of unserviceable gunny bags lying at FSD 
Dimapur under D.O Dimapur in the state of Nagaland on “as is where is” 
basis. Any firm or individual having GST registration who would like to 
purchase the items may inspect them and submit their rates inclusive of 
applicable taxes. Details information, terms & conditions can be obtained 
during office hour up to 07.11.2018. Sealed quotations shall be received 
up to 1.00 P.M hrs on 08.11.2018 and opened the same day 1.15 PM hrs. 

Area Manager 

 DISTRICT OFFICE, DIMAPUR, SUPER MARKET 
KOHIMA ROAD, DIMAPUR, NAGALAND - 797112 

DG-794

       APOLLO HOSPITALS CHENNAI

                         CARDIOLOGY CAMP



Release Date:

Patients Suffering from High BP/ cholesterol, coronary heart diseases &
valve problem. Requiring bypass surgery (CABG), valve / aortic aneurysm
/ LV aneurysm, adult congenital deseases like holes in heart ( ASD, VSD
etc) related problems can register their names at:

Dr.Kirubakaran KaruppianMD, DNB

Will be available only for consultation at Dimapur

APOLLO   HOSPITALS   INFORMATION  AND  TELEMEDICINE  CENTRE
NL ROAD, BELOW FOOTBRIDGE,OPP POLICE ASST. BOOTH, DIMAPUR

Ph:  03862 230695 / 7005092021

On 27th October’2018

D-6162

Kolkata, Oct. 23 (PTI): The MSME 
suppliers for NTPC Ltd can now 
use Trade Receivables Discount-
ing System (TReDS) platform 
which will enable them to access 
working capital, an exchange 
dealing in TReDS said Tuesday.

TReDS is a regulatory frame-
work put in place by the Reserve 
Bank of India under the Payment 
and Settlement Systems Act 2007 
(PSS Act) to regulate the trade re-
ceivables between MSMEs, large 
corporations and financiers.

M1xchange said it has started 
transacting with NTPC limited 
and the use of TReDS is aimed 
at improving the flow of funds 
to the MSMEs by reducing the 
realization cycles of receivables.

TReDS allows MSMEs, which 
usually struggle to stay afloat 
due to paucity of working cpital, 
to post their trade receivables 
on the system and get them 
financed.

“TReDS is a promising con-
cept, coming at a time when 
the government is also giving 
a push to the digital economy 
ecosystem. M1xchange platform 
would provide a reliable tool to 
our vendors due to its competi-
tive pricing mechanism,” NTPC 
general manager (materials) S C 
Chavady said.

We at PNB are very encour-
aged to see PSUs like NTPC help-
ing their MSMEs to get early 
liquidity by bill discounting on 

M1xchange,” PNB GM-MSME 
Neerja Kumar said.

The coming together of M1x-
change and NTPC Limited would 
address the financing concerns 
of MSMEs in the power sector, 
an important segment of the 
economy, a statement issued by 
MIxchange said.

The digital platform of M1x-
change came into existence in 
April last year.

Owned by outsourcing and 
consulting firm Mynd Solutions 
M1xchange has already on-
boarded many large corporates, 
their MSME vendors and fin-
anciers (banks - public, private, 
foreign and NBFCs) to do the 
financing transactions, it said.

Mumbai, Oct. 23 (PTI): The benchmark BSE 
Sensex Tuesday extended its losing spree for 
the fourth straight day and dipped below the 
34,000-mark in early trade, on unabated for-
eign fund outflows and selling by domestic 
institutional investors amid weakness in Asian 
markets. Moreover, the rupee depreciating by 
another 23 paise to 73.79 against the dollar also 
dampened sentiments.

The 30-share index slipped 204.78 points, or 
0.60 per cent, to 33,929.60. The benchmark had 
lost 1,028 points in the previous three sessions.

All the sectoral indices led by oil&gas, 
FMCG, capital goods and PSU, were trading 
in the negative terrain by falling up to 1.80 per 
cent.

In the Sensex kitty, Asian Paints suffered the 
most by falling 5.21 per cent after the company 
reported a 14.76 per cent fall in its consolidated 
net profit at Rs 506 crore for the September 
quarter Monday. Other major laggards were 
ONGC, HUL, ITC Ltd, Kotak Bank, RIL, Wipro, 
ICICI Bank, NTPC, SBI, ICICI Bank, Infosys, 
TCS, HDFC Bank, Bajaj Auto, Hero MotoCorp, 
L&T, Vedanta Ltd, Tata Steel and Sun Pharma, 
declining by up to 2.59 per cent. NSE Nifty was 
too dropped below the 10,200-mark by losing 
73.40 points, or 0.72 per cent, at 10,171.85.

Meanwhile, on a net basis, foreign portfolio 
investors (FPIs) sold shares of Rs 511.91 crore 
Monday, while domestic institutional investors 
(DIIs) bought shares worth Rs 303.21 crore, as 
per provisional data.

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
Telecom equipment maker 
Nokia and public sector tel-
ecom operator Bharat San-
char Nigam Limited (BSNL) 
on Tuesday signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU) to jointly explore op-
portunities in the public 
safety arena in the country. 
Under the agreement, Nokia 
will become BSNL’s Original 
Equipment Manufacturer 
(OEM) technology partner 
for public safety projects. 

The collaboration will 
assist in advancing public 
safety standards in the coun-
try and supports the govern-
ment’s Smart Cities Mission.

“As a trusted telecom 
service provider, BSNL is 
committed to providing the 
best technology solutions for 
public safety professionals. 
Our technology partnership 
with Nokia is a crucial step 
in this direction,” Anupam 
Srivastava, Chairman and 

 South African Cricketer Jonty Rhodes (R) signs on a car as Isuzu Motors Japan President and Representative Director 
Masanori Katayama (L)  and Isuzu Motors India’s Deputy Managing Director Ken Takashima look on at the launch of  
company’s SUV ‘MU-X’, in Chennai on Oct. 23.

PTI
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MSME suppliers of NTPC 
gets access to TReDS

Sensex cracks 
34,000-mark, Nifty 
below 10,200 on 
weak global cues

Nokia, BSNL to explore public safety initiatives in India

New ride

Managing Director at BSNL, 
said in a statement. 

A reliable and robust LTE 
public safety system is of-
ten critical during disaster 
situations as it can aid public 
safety workers in relief and 
rescue efforts. 

Leveraging the Nokia 
ViTrust critical communica-
tions portfolio, in particular, 
the Nokia Ultra Compact 
Network, Nokia and BSNL 
will explore solutions that 
help first responders to more 
swiftly locate people and as-

sist affected communities, 
the statement said.

The Nokia Ultra Com-
pact Network (UCN) is a 
portable solution that allows 
first responders to set up 
a reliable mission-critical 
mobile broadband network 
in minutes. 

By establishing a LTE 
network, the first responders 
can securely transmit large 
images and videos in real-
time to other workers and 
command centres, providing 
vital insight into a situation 

to aid public safety and res-
cue efforts. 

“This is the first time our 
public safety solution will be 
used in India, and we are ex-
cited to leverage our ViTrust 
critical communications 
portfolio, working with BSNL 
to enhance public safety 
work and aid vital rescue 
operations,” said J.P. Singh, 
head of Nokia’s customer 
team for government busi-
ness in India.

Nokia and BSNL will also 
explore public safety oppor-
tunities for various industry 
segments including Smart 
City deployment, border-
related activities and mines 
and quarries in remote areas 
with limited connectivity. 

In addition, they will es-
tablish a mission-critical 
government network, al-
lowing ministers and other 
officials to communicate 
securely across the country. 

The companies wil l 

also work with the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) to help them lev-
erage the benefits of LTE 
technology in public safety 
communications systems.
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EastErn Mirror

When Both Sides of 
the Coin are Dirty

M
uch has been said about the Comptroller 
and Auditor General’s (CAG) report about 
Nagaland for the year ending March 2017. It’s 
not done yet though until we flip the coin and 

look upon its other side. 
The comprehensive report, which is a legitimate 

progress card of development projects from the past few 
years, has clearly mentioned that the state’s government 
had failed big time by letting various departments siphon 
off, and misuse, public funds right before its eyes. 

Corruption in the state is that rampant that it has gone 
to the extent of cheating even the aged and the elderly, 
the most vulnerable section of the society who needs help 
the most. The fraud came in the form of discrepancies 
in allotment of benefits to the elderly, and delay in 
disbursement of pension by up to more than two years. 
This means some of the pensioners may have passed away 
waiting for their benefits in the hope of buying medicines, 
or to buy good food during the final days of their lives. But 
this is only one side of the coin. The other side is as bad, if 
not worse, as the first.

The CAG found that most of the projects purportedly 
undertaken in the state over the past five-six years were 
either inexistent or incomplete. Wouldn’t it be demoralising 
if one were to find that the pictures of beautiful buildings 
submitted to the authorities with “project completed” 
seals, turned out to be a commercial complex or a house 
belonging to somebody else; all that after taking funds 
by the crore, from the department in concern? Who is 
responsible for such a mess in the state—the government, 
the contractors, or the individuals who took up the 
projects? Who will bell these meat-stealing cats? Before 
disbursing funds, it is the duty of the government to check if 
certain groups or individuals have completed the assigned 
work. But this is unlikely considering the history of nexus, 
working hand-in-glove with contractors. This aspect 
makes it important for the public to watch developmental 
projects, at least in their respective area, and report to the 
authorities if they suspect any discrepancy, including poor 
work quality.

But the issue in our society is this: even the public 
turn a blind eye to corruption if the person responsible 
for the mess is someone they know, or is a well-known 
personality. The dishonest take advantage of this weakness 
of the people and misuse public funds over and over again 
without guilt. 

At the end of the day, greedy individuals go home 
richer; government officials and “some” underground 
outfits pocket their share of benefits—and the public bear 
the brunt. This vicious circle has to be broken if we want 
development. We have to clean not just one, but both sides 
of the dirty coin.

Amit Kapoor| IANS

The grip of the grave is no match for the 
power of God.

Swimming with friends in the Gulf of Mexico, Caitlyn 
encountered a shark, which grabbed her legs and 
pulled at her body. To counter the attack, Caitlyn 

punched the shark in the nose. The predator unclenched 
its jaws and swam away in defeat. Although its bite 
caused multiple wounds, which required over 100 stitch-
es, the shark was unable to keep Caitlyn in its grasp.

This story reminds me of the fact that Jesus delivered 
a blow to death, ending its power to intimidate and defeat 
His followers. According to Peter, “It was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on [Jesus]” (Acts 2:24).

Peter said these words to a crowd in Jerusalem. 
Perhaps many of them had been the ones yelling out, 
“Crucify him!” to condemn Jesus (Matthew 27:22). As 
a result, Roman soldiers fastened Him to a cross where 
He hung until they confirmed He was dead. Jesus’s body 
was carried to a tomb where it stayed for three days until 
God resurrected Him. After His resurrection, Peter and 
others spoke and ate with Him, and after forty days they 
watched Him ascend into heaven (Acts 1:9).

Jesus’s life on Earth ended amidst physical suffering 
and mental anguish, yet God’s power defeated the grave. 
Because of this, death—or any other struggle—lacks 
the ability to keep us in its grip forever. One day all be-
lievers will experience everlasting life and wholeness in 
God’s presence. Focusing on this future can help us find 
freedom today.  

Dear Jesus, Your victory over death gives me hope! I 
praise You as the resurrected One who died so that I 

could have eternal life.

Negative Critiques 
1. After doing a strenuous and com-

mendable job, you relish by looking at 
what you have done. The imaginations 
of the good deed executed can enliven 
and invigorate you when you are ex-
tremely fatigued. We feel good when we 
are appreciated. However, we shouldn’t 
ardently anticipate or solicit apprecia-
tion. We talk about the importance of 
acknowledging, encouraging and sup-
porting someone when something good 
is done. So, when critics critique on a 
work, many vent rage at them and say 
they shouldn’t be pessimistic. They ar-
gue that instead of critiquing, we should 
appreciate and encourage. This is a cri-
tique on the critics. This is a negative cri-
tique. I’m not arguing that we shouldn’t 
appreciate, but always demonizing the 
critics is a bad critique. Critiques are 
helpful in many ways. Of course, all cri-
tiques are not good. As critiquing is cru-
cial, if you disagree with me, you can cri-
tique me on my critiques and rebut me. 

2. I strongly believe that a good critic 
contributes a lot to the society. He can 
sharpen and augment the lives of those 
whom he critiques. In the early stage of 
writing articles and publishing in the 
newspapers, I intensely realized the 
value of critique. In the past, as I read 
some articles, I realized that many dis-
approved rejoinder and took it very 
negatively. The term paper-war is often 
misused and misinterpreted. Correctly 
understood, it’s not really paper war, it’s 
sharing of ideas and knowledge. Rejoin-
der should not be utterly dismissed as 
petty. I actually expected rejoinder(s) to 
my articles, but unfortunately there was 
none. An individual and even society 
grow and progress when good critiques 
are given. In the developed world, cri-
tiques on articles and books are very 

common. That’s how they become more 
critical and sharp in their thoughts and 
analysis. In the article entitled, negative 
critiques, I’m writing about the good-
ness of critique. Now, let me point out 
the negative critique. Those who cri-
tique are often deemed as anti-people 
– anti- government, anti-national, anti-
state, anti-organization, anti-Church, 
etc. The critics are criticized for criti-
quing. It’s a critique on the critics. It’s a 
negative one. Everyone is a critic in one 
way or the other. The difference lies in 
the quality of critiquing. Critiquing any 
organized institution does not of course 
qualify you as a good critic, there are ob-
structive critics. 

3. There is a saying that a critic will 
always remain a critic. While knowing 
the fact that there is value in critiquing 
and critics can do wonderful job, it’s 
important to know the negative side of 
it. Some critics always critique in eve-
rything, good or bad. And, startlingly, 
they don’t critique for good, they simply 
critique. They don’t have the heart for 
transformation and reformation. They 
can be called master-fault-finders, not 
critics for change. I consider them as bad 
critics because they always end up criti-
quing; they don’t share ideas for ‘solu-
tion’ – what can be done or what should 
be done is never espoused. These critics 
always talk about problems, and that is 
their problem. Such critique is not con-
structive. Therefore, it is negative.  

4. For certain matters, various sourc-
es of information exist. In some cases, 
it’s hard to arrive at one conclusive 
conclusion. Folk stories are one best 
example. As stories were passed from 
one generation to another generation 
through oral tradition, the possibility 
of having different version is obvious. 

Interestingly, in the naga society, almost 
every anecdote has different versions, 
narrated by different villagers. Thus, it’s 
hard to collectively write stories consen-
sually. Just to write one story, it must be 
heard from all the villages which have 
that similar story. It becomes practically 
difficult. It can be argued that this can 
be done, but to decide which one is the 
true one is virtually impossible. Once, a 
researcher wrote about a particular his-
tory and what transpired after that was 
appalling.  Many critics arose – they 
critiqued his writings intensely. He was 
censured badly for his version of history 
was different from others. Let me not 
call this an awful critique, but it’s not a 
very good one. To me it’s not an intellec-
tual critique. Instead of accusing him, 
all those who claim that their versions 
of stories are true, they could write and 
even counter the existing ones. Coun-
ter view is not to be sidelined; it is not 
a negative critique. But, just because a 
history written by someone is not iden-
tical to the one you know, if you intense-
ly critique it, it’s a negative one. 

5. At times, on social media, we 
come across words of appreciation and 
felicitation. Once, I learned that a man 
was criticized for appreciating someone 
who cleared a competitive exam. The 
reason for critiquing and disparaging 
him is simple: he failed to appreciate 
others who cleared such exam in the 
past. To me, this is ludicrous. Our un-
derstanding of fair and unfair at times 
goes wrong. His failure to appreciate 
someone in the past should not prevent 
him from appreciating others now and 
in the future. The critics may say he’s not 
just, but thwarting him is very unjust. 
This kind of critique is very common 
today. It’s a negative critique. Of course, 

if deliberate favoritism and discrimina-
tion is involved, it’s a different matter. 
But, the critique that you can’t do good 
now because you didn’t do it in the past 
is irrational. 

6. Finally, when something unpleas-
ant or bad happens in an individual’s 
life or family, at times it may not be very 
unreasonable to speak against someone 
for not advising, guiding and molding 
his/her life. But, there is unhealthy cri-
tique in such circumstances. Everybody 
has choices in life. Good and responsi-
ble people do teach their family mem-
bers, relatives and friends. However, 
such teaching doesn’t guarantee that 
those taught will definitely change and 
become good people. There are always 
high possibilities that they go wrong and 
do bad things. When they act wrongly, it 
is often critiqued that those good and 
responsible people do not teach or say 
anything to them. Of course, certain 
good people can be held responsible 
for certain bad outcome in people’s life. 
But, without even having any evidence 
that they didn’t do anything to make 
those people good, if you critique them 
and say they are responsible, you are 
wrong. It is a negative critique. If you 
always follow the idea that when bad 
things happen, the responsible persons 
must be blamed or accused, you may 
even blame Jesus for the evil act of Ju-
das. 

These critiques on critiques can be 
critiqued. I have not perfected on criti-
quing. I have just written to uncover the 
goodness of critique and also the nega-
tive side of it. If you think my critiques 
are negative, you can give your critiques, 
for I don’t believe that critiquing a critic 
is absolutely wrong.

Liba Hopeson

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

Impossible to Hold

BIBLE READ:  ACTS 2:22–36   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

It was impossible for death to keep  
its hold on [Jesus].  

~   Acts 2:24

Signs of Complication During Calving

India’s Economic Growth Not 
Inclusive Enough, Inequality Rises 

A Touch of Nobility

C
alving time is very important part in a cow life. 
Negligent of the expected cow by the farmer 
at the time of calving may sometime result in 
death of the new born calf or even the cow. 

The average pregnancy period of a cow is 278 days. 
Properly record the date of insemination and then cal-
culate the expected date of

calving which will help the farmer to be able to pro-
vide assistance at the time of calving, so as to minimize 
stress on the cow and the new born calf.

During calving sometime there are certain compli-
cations observed in a cow which may require the inter-
vention of a veterinarian

Some of the complicated Signs during Calving are-
1.  The water bag of the cow is visible for over 2 

hours and nothing is progressing further
2.  The cow is straining for over 30 minutes but mak-

ing no progress
3.  The cow had stopped straining
4.  The cow is showing signs of excessive fatigue and 

lay down in recumbent position
5.   Severe bleeding from birth canal before calving
6.   Abnormal presentation like hind limb coming 

out first
The dairy farmers are advised to immediately con-

sult a Veterinarian or visit the nearest Veterinary Health 
Centre for technical assistance to assist in the com-
plicated calving and for further medication and treat-
ment.

Veterinary Hospital Kohima

T
he Indian growth story has been 
far from perfect. That is not an 
understatement by any stretch 
of imagination. A growing chal-

lenge for the economy is the fast-evolv-
ing problem of inequality.

Most recently, James Crabtree in his 
latest book, “The Billionaire Raj”, claims 
that “India is one of the world’s most un-
equal countries.” His claim is based on 
the fact that the billionaire wealth as a 
proportion of the entire country’s output 
is the highest for India, except for Russia. 
The latest human development rank-
ings released last week also corroborate 
his findings. India already ranks a lowly 
130 on the index out of 189 countries but 
when adjusted for inequality, the scores 
experience a drastic fall of almost 27 per-
cent against a world average of 20 percent.

What explains India’s dismal per-
formance on the inequality front? Why 
don’t other developing countries face a 
similar problem? To put it simply, eco-
nomic growth in India has not been in-
clusive enough. All the hype about the 
country’s fast-paced economic growth 
has not percolated down through the 
economy. The recently-released Social 
Progress Index can provide an explana-
tion on why that is so. 

The Index, which measures the ex-
tent to which a country can provide for 
the social and environmental needs of its 
citizens, ranks India at 101; a position it 
had achieved as early as 2014. India is the 
worst performer among all the BRICS 
countries and performs poorly than 
quite a few other developing countries 
like Thailand, Sri Lanka, Philippines and 
Indonesia as well. The country’s abysmal 
performance on social and environmen-
tal aspects can explain its widening in-
equality to a large extent. 

To first put things in perspective, the 
countries which are performing better on 
the Social Progress Index are managing to 
do so irrespective of their economic heft; 
that is, even economies that are poorer 
than India have ranked higher. But they 
have made it possible to have broad-
based public participation in economic 
expansion by pursuing policies which 
allow for extensive schooling, higher lit-
eracy, better healthcare, widespread land 
reforms and greater gender parity. The 
only way to maximise the gains in pov-
erty reduction for an economy is to make 
it more participatory, which is not easy 
to achieve if the webs of social barriers 
are not broken down through such poli-
cies. Economic advancement cannot be 
equitable if social opportunities are not 
enhanced on a wider basis.

China offers the perfect case in point 
for how a large economy can achieve 
equitable growth on a sustained basis. 
China was at the same economic level 
as India around 1980 when it undertook 
market reforms. At the same time, the 
country made investments in improving 
its basic education and health standards. 
When China soon became an export-led 
economy, the products did not particu-
larly require highly skilled labour, but 
schooled and literate population nev-
ertheless. The production of such basic 
manufactures for the world markets re-
quires adherence to certain specifica-
tions and quality controls where good 
school education comes in handy. A 
healthy workforce is also imperative to 
ensure that economic schedules are not 
marred by illnesses and intermittent ab-
sences and that adequate productivity is 
maintained. 

Thus, basic education, good health 
and decent environment are not only 
valuable constituent elements of quality 
of life themselves but can also aid in driv-
ing economic successes of the standard 
kind in a more equitable manner. India 
has missed the bus on that front. Surely 
it can continue to achieve high rates of 
growth with the rather limited bouquet 
of social opportunities that exist cur-
rently. In fact, a lot of complacency arises 

from the achievement of high growth 
rates on an aggregate level. But a sta-
tus quo would only continue to widen 
the disparity across society that has al-
ready reached concerning levels. Most 
of India’s growth arises from industries 
which make excessive use of its historic 
accomplishments in higher education 
and technical training. The fruits of such 
a growth, therefore, are skewed on the 
wrong side of the income spectrum.

The problem with the inequality de-
bate in India is that it is often argued that 
since poverty has dramatically declined 
in the country post-reforms, the trend 
of rising inequality should not concern 
policy-makers as it is a small price to pay. 
But, the fact that India is an outlier in 
terms of inequality among all developing 
countries, except an oligarchic Russia, 
should raise the alarm bells. Most im-
portantly, if there exists a way where the 
gains from existing growth can be more 
equitably distributed, clearly that is the 
Pareto optimal path of development and 
worth striving for. 

Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at 
amit.kapoor@competitiveness and 

tweets @kautiliya. ChiragYadav, senior 
researcher, Institute for Competitiveness 

has contributed to the article

T
he nest in which chil-
dren derive happiness 
and joy is the family 
which provides them 

love, care, food, clothing and 
shelter on the one hand and 
opportunities to realise their 
full potential on the other. Un-
fortunately a large number of 
children are deprived of paren-
tal protection because of death 
or desertion of one or both par-
ents, inability of parents to take 
adequate care due to disease, 
alcoholism, poverty or aban-
donment which could be be-
cause of birth outside wedlock. 
Such children, if not cared for 
and protected, become victims 
of abuse and neglect which 
leads to further alienation of the 
children from society. 

Every child has a hero and 
one such hero for 800 orphan 
children came in a form of late 

Zaputou-ü Angami of Dihoma 
Village. Zaputou-ü Angami, 
widow of an army jawan, laid 
the foundation KHOD in April 
16, 1973 when she brought 
home an orphan boy child, 
whom she named Dezelie. In 
2004 she received Rajiv Gandhi 
ManavSewa and is also the lone 
awardee of “Read Heroes” by 
CNN-IBN from the East India. 
She died on 24 March 2011, af-
ter 38 years of dedicated service 
to humanity through KHOD. By 
then she had sheltered as many 
as 659 destitute children.

There are many orphan-
ages championing the cause 
of homeless children to make 
them live with dignity and also 
to provide opportunities for 
a better future. One such hu-
manitarian initiative is being 
undertaken by the Kohima Or-
phanage and Destitute Home 

(KODH) which is situated 5 kms 
from Kohima town on the Di-
mapur road, National Highway 
39. This orphanage provides 
refuge to children bereft of their 
near and dear ones or aban-
doned by their parents. It runs 
through donations in cash and 
kind made by the occasional 
visitors. It aims at securing a 
better life for the children and 
helping them become self reli-
ant through its work on edu-
cation, vocational education, 
health, rehabilitation and more 
importantly counseling deliv-
ered with affection and encour-
agement.

Mrs Neibanuo Angami, 
who now runs the Kohima Or-
phanage and Destitute Home 
(KODH), candidly admits that 
she is only trying to follow in 
her mother’s footsteps, taking 
care of the disadvantaged. She 

attributes the running of KHOD 
as a collective effort of the peo-
ple of Nagaland, who she says 
are taking care of the children 
at her home through their vari-
ous contributions. She is one 
of India’s 100 women achievers 
honoured by the Union Min-
istry of Women and Child De-
velopment (MWCD) in 2016. 
Mrs NeibanuoAngami also ac-
knowledged the association and 
contribution of the Army and 
Assam Rifles with the orphan-
age home. She remarked that 
the Assam Rifles has been like 
an extended family of KHOD 
ever since its founding years. 
The Assam Rifles has facilitated 
in infrastructural extension of 
the Orphanage in 2006, besides 
recurring assistance in kind. An 
infrastructural assistance for 9.5 
Lakh is also being undertaken 
and is likely to complete by Dec 

this year. 
Since its inception till date, 

800 children from different 
parts of Nagaland, Manipur, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Myan-
mar have been blessed to be a 
part of KHOD, most of them are 
gainfully employed in varied 
professions and leading a well 
settled lives. The home present-
ly accommodates 93 children 
comprising 26 girls and 67 boys. 
Most children are pursuing 
their studies in various schools 
within Kohima. The school au-
thorities have admitted the stu-
dents into their schools without 
fees. Kohima Orphanage and 
Destitute Home still stands as 
a symbol of love and strength 
for children without a home or 
parents and setting precedence 
for the society to respect and 
embrace. 

    PRO, HQ IGAR (N)



A farm in Tamil Nadu which uses solar power to run its water pumps and lights. 
Credit: PWRDF/Wikimedia Commons
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Did you wake up this 
morning with a vague recollection of a half-re-
membered dream bugging you? If so, it won’t 
do any good to try to pull it up. Perhaps you 

aren’t meant to remember the entire thing, in which case 
you should try analyzing the little bit you do remember. 
Perhaps it will come to you when something reminds you 
later. Don’t let it drive you crazy. It’s only a dream, after all.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Legal matters 
may be on your mind today, Taurus. Maybe 
your insecurities are blowing a certain diffi-
culty all out of proportion. You need to view 

the entire situation a little more objectively. If you can 
find someone in the know, ask him or her to fill you in on 
the facts. You will be relieved to know you’ve been mak-
ing mountains out of molehills. For now, try to relax and 
lighten up a little.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may need 
someone’s help or advice today, Gemini. Don’t 
be afraid to ask for it. You tend to be proud of 
your ingenuity and independence. Most of the 

time others are the ones reaching out to you. You do have 
the right to ask for help. It isn’t a sign of weakness. Know-
ing when to ask for help is a strength. Think about it.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Is your signifi-
cant other uncertain about spending much 
time with you today, Cancer? You may be hurt 
at first, as your honey could feel obligated 

to spend some private time with family members. You 
should be able to get together as you hoped. Just don’t 
expect it to be for the whole day. Spend your alone time 
relaxing and sprucing yourself up.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Are you entertaining 
tonight, Leo? If so, you might be a little worried 
about what your guests think of your home and 
your skills as a host. Don’t waste any time wor-

rying. A good time will be had by all, including you. Every-
one is likely to have a memorable evening. Just do your 
best, be your usual jovial self, and concentrate on having 
fun.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A special gathering 
may take place in your neighborhood today, 
Virgo. If you’re currently involved, you will prob-
ably attend it with your significant other. If you 

aren’t seeing anyone, you will run into some old friends 
and possibly make some new ones. One of them could be 
a potential love interest, perhaps a little older than you. 
Relax, let loose, and have a little fun.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Social occasions of 
all kinds could take place today, Libra. Some 
older visitors, perhaps your parents, could visit 
your home. It may be a rather quiet visit, with 

conversation that’s more casual than intense, but it will be 
nice nonetheless. Later you could go out with friends or 
colleagues or meet them at a celebration of some sort.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Someone 
you’ve been expecting to call might not do so 
today, Scorpio, and this could worry you a lit-
tle. Don’t be too shy to pick up the phone and 

call. Your friend may have overslept or been too over-
whelmed by work or visitors. You haven’t been forgot-
ten. If you phone, this person will undoubtedly be glad 
to hear from you. After the conversation, go for a walk in 
your neighborhood.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Worries 
about money could be on your mind today, Sag-
ittarius. A check you’ve been expecting may not 
have arrived. Perhaps a project you’ve taken on 

is taking longer to complete than you thought, and so ex-
pected funds are delayed. The key word to remember here 
is “delayed.” It’s late, not cancelled altogether. Be patient 
and don’t waste any more time worrying!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The desire 
to get together with friends is strong today, 
Capricorn, but you might be unable to do it 
as early as you’d hoped. You could be delayed 

by leftover work or chores. Don’t despair, however. You 
will get out and have fun as planned. Pitch into whatever 
needs to be done and get it out of the way. You might be 
able to get to your gathering on time after all.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A career goal you’ve 
been hoping to reach may seem uncertain now, 
Aquarius. You could be wondering if your work has 
gone for naught. Don’t think this way. There’s a lot 

going on behind the scenes that you aren’t aware of yet. When 
you hear about these developments, you will know that you’re 
still in the running. Don’t waste your whole day thinking about 
work. Try to relax. Tomorrow it may all come together.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Are you spending a 
lot of time working on something you’ve been 
trying to learn well? It could be more confus-
ing than usual today, Pisces. You might come 

across a new concept that doesn’t quite make sense to 
you at first glance. Don’t waste time puzzling over it. Think 
about something else. The meaning of it all should come 
to you out of the blue. Be patient.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Can India’s Solar Revolution Help Meet Its Paris Agreement Emission Goals?

CEOs Should Have Been the Fall Guys; Why are They Still Heroes?

Activists and experts say that for India to meet the 2015 Paris Agreement, it not only has to ramp up energy production through renewables 
but also clamp down on existing sources of greenhouse gases.

Karthikeyan Hemalatha | thewire.in

Carl Rhodes and Peter Bloom | Aeon

B
eing a coal-obsessed 
nation with tremen-
dous aspirations for 
cars and fast bikes, In-

dia’s greenhouse gas emissions 
recorded an annual growth of 
5.6% between 2005 and 2013 
– among the highest in major 
economies, according to a re-
port by GHG Platform India, 
a civil society initiative with 
institutions such as the World 
Resources Insitute – India, 
Vasudha Foundation and the 
Council On Energy, Environ-
ment and Water on board. In 
absolute numbers, emissions 
had increased from ~1.54 billion 
tonnes CO2e in 2005 to ~2.41 
billion tonnes CO2e in 2013.

These emission numbers 
are a combination of carbon 
dioxide, methane and nitrous 
oxide emissions. These green-
house gases are primarily re-
sponsible for trapping heat 
from the sun and heat radiated 
by the planet’s landmasses to 
escape the atmosphere, thereby 
increasing temperatures which 
leads to global warming and 
other disruptions in climate.

The biggest sources of these 
greenhouse gases come from 
the energy sector, contributing 
to more than two-thirds of all 
emissions in the country. This 
sector includes power plants, 
transport (road, railways, avia-
tion etc), commercial oil and 
gas extraction. Within the sec-
tor, electricity production has 
been the single largest emitting 
category in India’s emissions 
portfolio, accounting for 42% 
and 44% emissions in 2007 and 
2010.

“Significantly, though the 
population grew at a com-
pound annual rate of 1.64%, per 
capita emissions grew at a rate 
of 4.07% compounded annu-
ally. This, however, is only to be 
expected as the economy grows 

and the population becomes 
more prosperous,” read the re-
port.

Can this seeming growth 
of emissions be arrested? Ex-
perts are split. With the Cen-
tral Electricity Authority (CEA) 
pledging that no new coal-fired 
power plants will be proposed 
and frenzied expansion of so-
lar parks, experts and activists 
are hopeful that India may be 
able to fulfil the commitment 
it made at the Paris Agreement 
in 2015 – to reduce emissions by 
33% to 35% of the 2005 levels, by 
2030.

India well on its way to meet 
solar energy targets
The CEA not only cancelled 
plans for 14 gigawatts of coal 
power but also stated that it will 
not build any new ones, except 
complete the construction of 
those which have already be-
gun. “The study result for the 
period 2017-22 indicated that 
no coal-based capacity addition 
is required. …As coal-based ca-
pacity of 50,025 MW is already 
under construction which is 
likely to yield benefits during 
2017-22, this coal-based ca-
pacity would fulfil the capacity 
requirement for the years 2022-
27,” read the CEA’s draft plan 
published in 2016. The author-
ity also stated that renewables 
will contribute to about 20.3% 
and 24.2% of the total energy 
requirement in 2021-22 and 
2026-27.

“The year 2014 was a turn-
ing point in the country’s en-
ergy growth,” according to the 
CEO of Vasudha Foundation 
Srinivas Krishnaswamy. The 
foundation is an independent 
advocacy group working on 
sustainable development. In-
dia’s solar installed capacity as 
of May 2014 was 2.65 gigawatt 
(GW). The current installed 

capacity as on July 31 2018, is 
approximately 23 GW, he said 
quoting the data from the union 
ministry of renewable energy, 
adding that 8 GW was added in 
2017, and about 4.6GW in 2016. 
“Given that trend in growth, we 
can assume that India can add 
anywhere between 10-15 GW 
of solar every year from 2018 
to 2022. This makes the target 
of 100 GW of solar energy like-
ly to be achieved. If India can 
achieve 175 GW of renewable 
energy by 2022 as is the current 
target, and given that there has 
been a slow down in the growth 
of fossil fuels for electricity gen-
eration, it seems highly likely 
that India can meet its commit-
ments to the Paris agreement,” 
said Krishnaswamy. “Even if we 
assume that India’s demand 
for electricity in 2030 would be 
in the region of 600 GW, a 40% 
share of non-fossil fuel will work 
to 240 GW,” he added.

The transition to solar, how-
ever, may not be easy. Other 
activists and experts say that 
for India to meet the 2015 Par-
is Agreement, it not only has 
to ramp up energy produc-
tion through renewables but 

also clamp down on existing 
sources of greenhouse gases. 
“We are doing good in install-
ing new sources of solar energy, 
but there seems to be no cut 
down on coal expansions in 
the country. Even after the CEA 
saying that India does not need 
new coal-based TPPs, at least 
eight coal-based thermal power 
plants, with a combined ca-

pacity of approximately 14 GW 
were granted clearance in 2017 
alone. This definitely points in 
the wrong direction,” said Su-
nil Dahiya, energy campaigner 
from Greenpeace India. He also 
petitioned the National Green 
Tribunal for faster implemen-
tation of the emission norms 
that were set by the Ministry 
of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) in 
2015 to cut down air pollution 
from electricity generation sec-
tor. The initial deadline for im-
plementation of the norms was 
2017 but it was faced with a lot 
of resistance from the industry 
and the matter is still pending 
for final decision.

The current deadline to 
retrofit older power plants to 
reduce their emission of par-
ticulate matter, sulphur diox-
ide (SO2) and nitrous oxides, is 
2022. Nitrous oxide is a green-
house gas, contributing to cli-
mate change. “While the new 
norms set the standards for 
NOx at 100 mg/nm3 for power 
plants built after January 2017, 
300 mg/nm3 for those built be-
fore December 2016 till January 
2003, and 600 for TPPs installed 

before 2003, the ministry of 
power has submitted an affida-
vit to the Supreme Court asking 
to relax the norms to 450 mg/
nm3,” said Dahiya. “There is a 
lot of resistance” he added.

Electricity is on the concur-
rent list in the constitution of 
India, which means both the 
state and the Centre have equal 
say in development. “While it 
is good that the government 
of India has taken progressive 
policies towards solar, there is 
nothing to stop individual states 
to build their own coal-fired 
thermal power plants (TPPs) 
based on their industrial, com-
mercial and residential con-
sumption patterns and relative 
investment policies to promote 
the state,” said energy specialist 
and a senior researcher at the 
Citizen Consumer and Civic Ac-
tion Group (CAG), Vishnu Mo-
han Rao.

“Applications before the 
Ministry of Environment Forest 
and Climate Change indicate 
that there is no let up in the 
coal-fired thermal power plant 
option. These range from coal-
rich states like Chhattisgarh to 
industrial states like Gujarat and 

Tamil Nadu, to newly created 
states like Telangana that are 
investing in coal-fired thermal 
power plants. These could be 
due to a variety of reasons such 
as exporting power to other 
states (facilitated by inter-state 
transmission lines) or for self-
consumption. To understand 
this approach, there has to be 
a micro and state-level analysis 
of demand and supply of power. 
The national perspective to coal 
and climate change is mostly 
put down by local develop-
ment,” he said.

Of the target of 100 GW of 
power that is to be generated 
from solar by 2022, 60 GW is 
from large solar parks and 40 
GW from solar rooftops. “While 
the installation of large-scale 
solar seems to be on schedule, 
we are way behind on solar 
rooftops,” said Pujarini Sen, Cli-
mate and Energy Campaigner 
at Greenpeace India. “We have 
just reached around 2.4 GW on 
solar rooftops and the target 
is 40 by 2022. There has to be a 
massive push from the govern-
ment towards solar rooftop and 
also other decentralised renew-
able solutions like solar pumps. 
They should consider including 
all DRE in the 40 GW target. Sen 
also said that there is a need 
for a nation-wide campaign for 
greater awareness – along with 
smoother process and financ-
ing. “Other DRE solutions like 
solar pumps, for example, could 
add as much as 15 GW and 
more. Centre needs to ensure 
smooth and robust implemen-
tation of the upcoming KUSUM 
(Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Ut-
thaan Mahabhiyan) scheme on 
solar pumps, ensuring benefit 
for farmers” she added.

Karthikeyan Hemalatha is a 
freelance journalist based in 

Bangalore. He covers issues 
relating to the environment, 
climate change, agriculture 

and marine ecology. 

O
n 15 September 2008, the giant financial services 
firm Lehman Brothers filed for bankruptcy, start-
ing a chain reaction that saw the global economy 
spiralling toward total collapse. The global finan-

cial crisis that ensued revealed just how fragile and unsta-
ble the world economic order really was. If there was ever a 
time that neoliberal capitalism should have faced a legiti-
mation crisis, this was it.

One only needs to think back to December 2008 when 
the then US president Barack Obama scolded the heads of 
the largest US auto firms for flying to Washington in private 
jets to ask for financial bailouts. As one Democratic Party 
representative added: ‘Couldn’t you all have downgrad-
ed to first class or jet-pooled or something to get here? It 
would have at least sent a message that you do get it.’

For a short time after the crash, those on the top of the 
corporate ladder seemed as powerless as those on the bot-
tom. The failure demonstrated that neither chief executive 
officers (CEOs) nor their financial advisors had much of an 
idea of how the market worked or how to control it. All that 
was left for modern citizens was to brace themselves as a 
runaway global free market fell off the proverbial cliff. The 
CEO suddenly appeared like a fall guy for the crash rather 
than as a hero.

Fast-forward 10 years, and it’s hard to believe that the 
economic and political supremacy of the CEO could have 
even been put into radical question the way it was in 2008. 
CEOs never really lost their stride and, now more than ever, 
they are considered to be visionaries and idealised as lead-
ers. Nor did they lose their corporate jets. Other than for a 
brief symbolic belt-tightening immediately after the crisis, 
CEOs were soon flying high again on company planes.

Today, business founders such as Elon Musk, Mark 
Zuckerberg or even Larry Fink epitomise a new class of ce-
lebrity CEOs, seen by so many as personal heroes who can 
save the world, and the same goes for the larger array of 

employee CEOs such as Jamie Dimon at JPMorgan Chase 
or Tim Cook at Apple. Yet all the while, CEOs participate 
in a world economy wracked by increasing inequality, as 
epitomised by the kind of obscene CEO remuneration that 
sees the likes of Amazon’s boss Jeff Bezos earning almost a 
million times that of the workers in his warehouses.

More ominously, millions of Americans voted for an 
ostentatiously super-rich CEO, electing Donald Trump as 
their president. In his acceptance speech, Trump praised 
his own business acumen as being key to his political suc-
cess: ‘I’ve spent my entire life in business, looking at the 
untapped potential in projects and in people all over the 
world. That is now what I want to do for our country.’

The barely interrupted veneration of the CEO as a hero, 
marked most expressively by the Trump presidency, has 
brought us to a point today where CEOs are not just valued 
for their skills in business but have become role models in 
all walks of life. We now live in what we call a ‘CEO soci-
ety’: a society where corporate leadership has become the 
model for transforming not just business, but all human 
activity, where everyone from politicians to jobseekers to 
even those seeking love are expected to imitate the quali-
ties of the lionised corporate executive.

The contemporary adulation and admiration of CEOs 
raises the question of what enabled their continued idoli-
sation, given what could well have been their fall from 
grace 10 years ago? At the time, many hoped that the sad 
devastation of the crisis might open the door for an eco-
nomic and political paradigm shift that would usher in a 
fairer, more equal and just society. It’s not that this prom-
ise of change has not arrived, it’s that it seems farther away 
than ever.

After 2008, for a brief time, people clamoured for CEOs 
to be held accountable and be prosecuted. This was, not 
least, a practical matter. With jobs being lost, shop fronts 
being boarded up, and politicians crying austerity, what 
people wanted above all else was economic recovery. Yet 
with the world’s top executives in disgrace, who could lead 

such a dramatic economic revival?
What arose from peril was a novel fantasy of executive-

led recovery that allowed the shattered reputation of the 
CEO to stage a prompt, if not miraculous, comeback. This 
played into an appealing crisis narrative. With such a nar-
rative, all faith must be invested in the recuperation of an 
imaginary golden past that existed before the upheaval. 
Most recently, this has manifested in Brexit’s investment 
in the promise of a renewed British sovereignty, as well as 
in populist political rallying cries such as ‘Make America 
Great Again’.

These desires for recovery and return are of course 
perfectly understandable, and they clearly shed light on 
why ideologies of free-market heroism thrived again after 
crisis. But this still only scratches the surface of why CEOs 
continue to be idolised by so many. Whereas individual 
executives from Martin Shkreli of Turing Pharmaceuticals 
to Harvey Weinstein of Miramax might be reviled for their 
greed, corruption or abuse of power, the CEO – as an ideal 
– has been reinstated with a solid-gold allure.

The financial crisis pointed to a deep insecurity rested 
in the fear that it was futile for humans to control the eco-
nomic world that we had created, and this reverberated 
with a more general fear that we lack agency more widely. 
Suddenly, people were pushed into facing the possibility 
that their lives were lost to the whims and unpredictable 
fate of a supernatural market. Where since the advent of 
the 20th century it had been righteously condemned that 
‘money is the secular God of the world’, now it was feared 
that finance had become an even more reckless God, one 
who cared little for the humans who worshiped at his gild-
ed altar.

The quick rehabilitation of the image of the CEO in 
the popular imagination was not just a practical matter 
of wanting to hold on to the material benefits afforded by 
neoliberal capitalism. It was a psychic measure needed to 
counteract the fear of dehumanisation at the hands of a 
runaway Frankenstein economy. In other words, we just 

wanted to pretend that someone was in control, even if 
all the facts and evidence were telling us that this wasn’t 
the case. Everything could be forgiven if hope could be re-
turned.

The retention of the CEO myth was an assertion of the 
power of individuals to shape events and control their des-
tiny. To achieve this meant holding on to the heroic char-
acter of the CEO such that people might regain a sense of 
control over their own lives too.

Maintaining faith in the CEO was less a matter of em-
pirical fact and more a symptom of a human need to find 
something to believe in at the end of a hard-earned day; 
with the reality too hard to bear, the fantasy had to return. 
Held out was the promise that everyone could receive grace 
if only he accepted the modern CEO gospel. This is the very 
same faith that allows people to believe that the business 
acumen of an impetuous, loud-mouthed, misogynist bully 
is able to lead America to greatness. When Trump said that 
he would run the US like a business project, ‘under budget 
and ahead of schedule’, enough people believed him to 
pave his way to the White House.

CEOs represent the ability to be in control of a market 
that appears uncontrollable and uncaring of its profound 
human costs. This desire for control belies the reality for 
too many people of being on the wrong side of the rising 
tide of inequality, and of being subjected to the tyranny of a 
new singleminded political authoritarian intolerance. Let’s 
hope that with the next crisis we learn that we need to let 
go of the fantasy of the CEO.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
SC refers plea on selection process for 
CEC to 5-judge constitution bench
New Delhi, Oct. 23 (PTI): The Supreme Court Tuesday 
referred to a 5-judge constitution bench a plea seeking 
collegium-like selection process for appointing the Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners 
(ECs). A bench comprising Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and 
S K Kaul considered submissions raised by lawyer Prashant 
Bhushan and said the issue of appointment of CEC and ECs 
has to be taken up by a larger constitution bench. The bench 
was hearing a PIL filed by one Anoop Baranwal, seeking a 
transparent selection process for appointment of Election 
Commissioners in the poll panel.  The Centre, represented 
by Attorney General K K Venugopal, however, opposed the 
petition saying so far no case of abuse of official position 
by the CEC had come forward and referred to names like 
T N Seshan and other persons who have graced the office 
of the CEC.

Minor raped by bus driver in Delhi
New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): A five-year-old girl was raped by 
the driver of her school bus here, police said on Tuesday, 
adding the accused has been arrested. On Monday a com-
plaint was received from the victim’s mother at the Shahbad 
Dairy Police Station in Rohini. The 39-year-old bus driver was 
arrested on the same day and a case was registered under 
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act, a police officer said. The daughter had narrated her 
ordeal to the mother, the officer added.

Kerala CM hits out at BJP, RSS for vio-
lent agitation in Sabarimala
Thiruvananthapuram, Oct. 23 (PTI): Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan Tuesday attacked the BJP and RSS for the 
violent agitation at the Lord Ayyappa temple complex in 
Sabarimala over the entry of women of all ages into the 
hill shrine. The agitation was a “planned and deliberate 
attempt” to create an atmosphere of tension in the state, 
Vijayan told reporters here. The incidents of preventing 
women in the 10-50 age group from offering worship at the 
temple and attacking media personnel, who had come to 
cover the historic event, was part of a conspiracy led by the 
RSS, he alleged. The government has the constitutional re-
sponsibility of implementing the Supreme Court verdict per-
mitting women of all ages to offer prayers at the Sabarimala 
temple and no attempt to convert the complex into a “war 
zone” would be allowed, he said. The temple in Sabarimala 
had witnessed high drama and tense moments for six days 
when it was opened for monthly prayers from October 17 
to 22. While maintaining that the faith of believers would be 
respected, Vijayan made it clear that the government had 
the responsibility to implement the court order. 
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National level pre-poll opposition alliance 
for 2019 LS polls unlikely — Pawar

Action council meets CM, 
seek protection for nun

CBI suspends DSP Devender, 
adds news charges in FIR

Army disposes 
555 bombs buried 
underground for 
past 14 years

Parliamentary panel on 
citizenship amendment bill to 
table report in winter session

Togadia joins active politics, slams 
BJP for Ram Mandir betrayal

No definition of green-firecrackers, 
too late to check—Environmentalists

Antarrashtria Hindu Parishad president Pravin Togadia addresses during a rally near the ‘samadhi’ of 
Ram Chandra Paramhans, in Ayodhya, Tuesday.

PTI

Deputy Superintendent of Police Devender Kumar after being produced at Patiala House Courts, in New 
Delhi, Tuesday.

PTI

Mumbai, Oct. 23 (PTI): 
NCP chief Sharad Pawar 
Tuesday indicated that a 
national level pre-poll op-
position alliance for the 
2019 general elections was 
unlikely but said he was 
trying to bring the non-BJP 
parties together on a com-
mon platform in a bid to 
defeat the ruling NDA.

Pawar also said any 
party in the Opposition 
getting the maximum seats 
after the Lok Sabha polls 
could claim prime minis-
tership if the Modi govern-
ment is unseated.

“I do not see the possi-
bility of a uniform national 
alliance since political situ-
ation on the ground varies 
from state to state. I am 
talking to different parties 
to bring them on a com-
mon platform,” Pawar said 
during an interaction at 
‘Mumbai Manthan’ con-
clave organised by Aaj Tak 
news channel.

He said the current sit-
uation in the country was 
similar to the one in 2004.

“There will be change 
in government in Delhi 
and Maharashtra. No sin-
gle party can provide an 
alternative. I do not think 
Narendra Modi will be 
prime minister after the 
Lok Sabha polls,” he said.

Nobody thought Man-
mohan Singh would be-
come the prime minister, 
but he gave a stable gov-
ernment for 10 years, the 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) chief said.

“(Former prime minis-
ter) Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s 
stature in the BJP and the 
country was much bigger 
than Modi. Still there was 
a change. 

There is never a vacu-
um in politics. There will be 
an alternative even now,” 
he observed.

On being asked wheth-
er the NCP would sup-

port union minister Nitin 
Gadkari, who hails from 
Maharashtra, as prime 
minister if the BJP-led alli-
ance retains power, Pawar 
said, “I would not support 
anybody from the BJP”.

He also said leaders 
like H D Deve Gowda and 
Inder Kumar Gujral be-
came prime ministers by 
“accident” and that he did 
not want to be part of “ac-
cidents”.

Asked about former 
f i n a n c e  m i n i s t e r  P 
Chidambaram’s comment 
that the Congress will not 
project Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi as the prime 
ministerial candidate, Pa-
war said what Chidambar-
am said was the Congress 
party’s approach.

“During all my interac-
tions with Rahul Gandhi 
so far, I realised there was 
no insistence on being the 
PM candidate face, but 
only change of the present 

government,” he said.
To a question on at-

tempts to project the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls as a “Modi 
versus Gandhi contest”, 
Pawar said, “That is the 
BJP’s strategy which will 
not work”.

Asked whether any 
failure by the opposition 
parties to have a national-
level alliance was a disad-
vantage, the former union 
minister said, “there will 
not be much of a disad-
vantage”.

“We should accept 
the dominance of Chan-
drababu Naidu in Andhra 
Pradesh, Mamata Banerjee 
in West Bengal... After polls, 
the picture of who will lead 
the alliance will be clear 
from those who get maxi-
mum seats,” he said.

He also ruled out merg-
ing his party with the Con-
gress.

Asked about Modi gov-
ernment’s performance, 

Pawar said people’s expec-
tations from the present 
dispensation were not ful-
filled.

“What was promised 
in 2014 is not seen on the 
ground after four years. 
(former prime minister) 
Manmohan Singh tried his 
best to give a good govern-
ment, intentions were best. 
That is not the situation 
today.

“If the present govern-
ment was effective, there 
would not have been brib-
ery charges at the highest 
level in the CBI....He(the 
prime minister) should 
act,”he said.

Pawar said Modi was 
a strong leader for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), but not for the coun-
try.

On demands to bring 
a law for construction of 
Ram temple in Ayodhya, 
Pawar, in a veiled attack 
on the Centre said, “The 

issue has come up since 
the development agenda 
has failed”.

Pawar also attacked the 
Centre over the Rafale jet 
contract and demanded 
a probe into the deal with 
France by a joint parlia-
mentary committee.

“There is room for sus-
picion. So there should 
be a joint parliamentary 
committee ( JPC) probe. 
If the BJP stalled Parlia-
ment for three weeks for a 
JPC probe in (the) Bofors 
(case), why should the BJP, 
now in power, oppose a 
JPC?,” he said.

Asked if he felt there 
was corruption in the Ra-
fale deal as alleged by Ra-
hul Gandhi, Pawar said 
he had no information 
about it.

“I only know the air-
craft is good. Rahul Gandhi 
may have more informa-
tion than me about corrup-
tion,” he said.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Oct. 23 (PTI): Members of 
the ‘Save Our Sisters Action 
Council’, which had recent-
ly protested against Bishop 
Franco Mulakkal, accused 
of raping a nun, Monday 
met chief minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan seeking protection 
for the victim and those 
who supported her.

The members met Vi-
jayan and informed him 
that the victim and the 
other nuns who supported 
her feared for their lives 
and sought protection for 
them. The protest was held 
recently in Kochi demand-
ing the Bishop’s arrest, they 
said.

In a release, Fr Augus-
tine Vettoly, convener of 
the action council, said 
they also wanted the probe 
to be conducted in a time-
bound manner, a special 
court to be set up for trial 
proceedings and special 
prosecutor appointed.

The members also met 
Kerala Assembly Speaker 
P Sreeramakrishanan and 

wanted P C George, MLA, 
who had made several al-
legations against the vic-
tim, to be removed from 
the ethics committee and 
debarred, the release said.

The action council’s 
move seeking protection 
for the nun came on a day 
when Father Kuriakose 
Kattuthara, a key witness 
in the Kerala nun rape case 
who testified against ac-
cused Mulakkal, was found 
dead under “mysterious 
circumstances” in Dasuya 
in Punjab’s Hoshairpur 
district.

In her complaint to the 
Kottayam Police in June, 
the rape victim alleged 
that Mulakkal raped her at 
a guest house in Kuravilan-
gad in May 2014 and later 
sexually exploited her on 
several occasions.

However, Mulakkal de-
nied the charges as “base-
less and concocted,” in-
sistingshe levelled those 
as the Catholic order had 
rejected her demand for 
favours. 

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): The Central Bu-
reau Investigation on Tuesday suspended 
its DSP Devender Kumar, who was arrested 
on Monday on the charge of falsification of 
records while probing allegations against 
meat exporter Moin Qureshi, and added five 
new sections into the existing bribery FIR 
lodged against its Special Director Rakesh 
Asthana.

Kumar, an Investigating Officer in a case 
against Qureshi, who is facing multiple cases 
of money laundering and corruption, was 
arrested on Monday on the charge of falsi-
fication of records. A trial court on Tuesday 
sent Kumar to CBI custody for seven days.

The CBI said it has added five new sec-
tions under Indian Penal Code, comprising 
extortion and forgery of documents, in the 
bribery FIR it had registered against Astha-
na, Kumar and two private persons -- Manoj 
Prasad and his brother Somesh Prasad -- on 
October 15. The agency said it has also in-
formed the trial court regarding the move. 

The premier probe agency has alleged 
that bribes were taken at least five times 
between December 2017 and October this 
year.

Asthana, a 1984 batch Indian Police 

Service officer of Gujarat cadre, is accused of 
accepting a bribe of Rs two crore from a Hy-
derabad-based businessman Sathish Babu 
Sana who was under probe in the Qureshi 
case in order to “wreck” the investigation. 
The case was being examined by a special 
investigation team (SIT) headed by Asthana.

Responding to queries over Asthana’s 
current role and power in the agency, the 
CBI Spokesperson said there was “no change 
in responsibilities” of the the second-in-
command so far. He also said that the 
agency had no knowledge about Asthana’s 
suspension and repatriation recommenda-
tion, if any, made to Prime Minister’s Office 
or a ministry. 

The CBI said that the court has stopped 
it from “coercive action” against Asthana, 
which means he can neither be raided 
nor arrested, but, if required, he can be 
“examined”. The agency said all electronic 
materials seized during the raid conducted 
on Saturday at the office and residence of 
arrested CBI DSP Kumar will be preserved 
as per the court order. 

The CBI also denied the allegations lev-
elled by Kumar that the agency had taken his 
signature on a blank paper.

Lucknow, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
An Indian Army bomb dis-
posal team has successfully 
extracted and destroyed 555 
unexploded bombs that 
were buried underground 
for the past 14 years here, a 
spokesperson said on Tues-
day.

The task of safe extrac-
tion and final disposal of the 
explosives was undertaken 
by the Counter Explosive 
Device Unit of Headquarters 
Central Command, Luc-
know after a request was 
made by the civil adminis-
tration.

It began on October 12 
and was successfully com-
pleted on October 21 near 
the banks of Feeka river near 
Hajiro village in Udham 
Singh Nagar district where 
the unexploded bombs were 
destroyed, the spokesper-
son said.

“The bombs were de-
stroyed in small segregated 
batches by controlled explo-
sions, so as to mitigate any 
threat to the local populace, 
wildlife and properties in 
the vicinity,” an official told 
IANS.

Out of the 16 containers, 
one or two had dangerous 
and extremely hazardous 
consignments which were 
brought in 2004 from Iraq. 
The scrap had a total of 555 
unexploded explosive ord-
nance and bombs which 
were later established as 
artillery, mortar shells and 
other projectiles of the Gulf 
War, the officials said.

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (PTI): A 
joint parliamentary com-
mittee, which is examining 
a controversial bill seeking 
to amend the six-decade-
old Citizenship Act, is set to 
table its report in the Winter 
session of Parliament in 
December.

The bill is receiving ve-
hement opposition in As-
sam and other northeastern 
states. In Assam, 46 organi-
sations called a 12-hour 
bandh Tuesday to protest 
against the Centre’s bid to 
pass the proposed legisla-
tion in the forthcoming 
session of Parliament.

“The Winter session is 
practically the last session 
of the House (16th Lok Sab-
ha). If we do not submit our 
report, it means we have 
not done our work properly. 
Besides the committee will 
also lapse,” chairman of 
the multi-party committee 
and BJP MP from Meerut, 
Rajendra Agrawal, told PTI.

Agrawal, however, made 
it clear that a final decision 
on tabling the report of the 
committee will be decided 
by its members soon.

“The committee will 
decide when to submit the 
report,” he said.

T h e  C i t i z e n s h i p 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 
was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha to amend the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955.

Among others,  the 
amendment bill seeks to 
grant citizenship to peo-
ple from minority com-
munities -- Hindus, Sikhs, 

Buddhists, Jains, Parsis 
and Christians -- from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan after six years 
of residence in India in-
stead of 12 even if they 
don’t possess any proper 
document.

A large section of peo-
ple, organisations in the 
Northeast have opposed 
the bill saying it will nullify 
the provisions of the Assam 
Accord of 1985, which fixed 
March 24, 1971 as the cut-
off date for deportation of 
all illegal immigrants irre-
spective of religion.

The Meghalaya and Mi-
zoram governments have 
strongly opposed the Citi-
zenship Amendment Bill 
and adopted resolutions 
against it.

“We understand there 
are concerns among some 
people. Many of the or-
ganisations have met us. 
We are open for further 
discussions in the coming 
days,” Agrawal said. The 
committee has already tak-
en six extensions from the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 
It has sought time for the 
presentation of the report 
on the “first day of the last 
week of the Winter Session, 
2018”.

During the course of 
its examination and study 
visits, the committee met 
a cross section of people 
in Gujarat, Rajasthan, As-
sam and Meghalaya and 
heard views of organisa-
tions, individuals, experts 
and others.

Ayodhya, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
Former VHP leader Pravin 
Togadia said on Tuesday he 
was “jumping into main-
stream politics” and would 
soon announce the name 
of his new party that would 
contest the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections.

Addressing his support-
ers and votaries of a grand 
Ram temple in Ayodhya, 
the firebrand leader of the 
pro-Hindutva Antarrashtri-
ya Hindu Parishad charged 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) with betraying the 
people on the temple issue. 

Togadia had formed the 
Parishad soon after being 
expelled from the VHP.

“The people who swore 
in the name of Ram temple 
have managed to make a Rs 
500-crore office for them-
selves in New Delhi, while 
Lord Ram continues to live 
under the open sky, in a 
tent,” he said here in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

The former Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad leader said the 
time has come for him to 
field candidates in the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls to defeat 

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
While  welcoming the 
Supreme Court’s verdict 
on imposing certain re-
striction on the timing of 
bursting firecrackers, en-
vironmentalists say there 
is no definition of green 
firecrackers, while raising 
scepticism if this will work 
this Diwali which is merely 
two weeks away.

The SC on Tuesday re-
fused to impose a blanket 
ban on firecrackers, but 
restricted bursting only 
“green firecrackers” be-
tween 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

Pointing out that the 
peak smog episode of Del-
hi in 2016 and 2017 was 
around November 7 and 
November 8 due to the 
combined effect of stubble 
burning in neighbouring 
states, the date this year 
collides with Diwali on 
November 7, 2018. 

While some environ-
ment organisations wel-
comed the decision, they 
pointed out the need for 
round-the-year imposition 
and check on other sources 
of pollution occuring from 

vehicles, industries and 
stubble burning. 

“Issue of concept of 
green fire crackers, with 
limited amount of noise 
and emissions, had been 
raised in green courts ear-
lier, but such things prac-
tically don’t exist in our 
country. PESO, however, 
can mark a warning sys-
tem on firecrackers, but 
it’s too late for this Diwali,” 
says environment activist 
Vikrant Tongad.

Many activists believe 
that while stockpiling of 
firecrackers would have al-
ready been done, it would 
be extremenly difficult to 
check the standards of fire-
crackers.

PESO or the Petrole-
um and Explosives Safety 
Organisation is the nodal 
organisation to look af-
ter safety requirements 
in manufacture, storage, 
transport and use of ex-
plosives and petroleum. 
Supereme Court on Tues-
day asked it to review the 
clinical composition of 
fireworks, particularly for 
reducing the aluminium 

content and submit its re-
port within two weeks.

“The stubble burning 
is at peak right now and 
last year, Diwali was on 
October 19 and in 2016 it 
was on October 30. This 
time it’s at the time when 
Delhi has a history of 
suffering smog episode. 
Also, there is no concept 
of green firecracker, so 
SC’s verdict is not likely 
to help,” an environment 
researcher told IANS re-
questing anonymity.

The expert also pointed 
out that since the SC had 
allowed bursting firecrack-
ers for two hours, imposing 
the restriction would be 
difficult. 

In 2016, PM2.5 or par-
ticles with diameter less 
than 2.5mm, levels in some 
areas of Delhi increased to 
1,238 on Diwali, which was 
about 50 times higher than 
the international stand-
ards. However, this effect 
was reduced in Diwali 2017 
following a blanket ban, ac-
cording to a Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB) 
report. Another post-Di-

wali assessment across 
four regions in Delhi found 
drop in levels of suphur, 
nitrous and particle pollu-
tion in 2017 as compared 
to 2016.

For instance, post-Di-
wali PM10 levels in Pita-
mpura area was 690 units 
in 2017 against over 1,000 
units in 2016. 

A Greenpeace assess-
ment had found that av-
erage PM 2.5 levels post-
Diewali in 2017 were 181 
microgram per cubic me-
ters, which were 343 units 
in 2016.

“Like the issue of burn-
ing biomass, fire crackers 
too contribute only to peak 
episodes and has little to 
do with sources that pol-
lute the air during most 
parts of the year. 

“We have been wit-
nessing the lack of serious-
ness shown to this public 
health crisis by both cen-
tral and state governments 
in policy formulation and 
implementation for many 
years now,” said Sunil Da-
hiya, Senior Campaigner, 
Greenpeace India.

the “anti-Hindu forces”.
“We will contest the 

2019 general elections and 
our entire focus would be 
to reclaim Ayodhya, Kashi 
and Mathura” and change 
their landscape for ever, he 
added. 

He also demanded that 
a law be promulgated for 
controling the country’s 
population. Once his party 
garners the numbers, To-

gadia said he would de-
mand that the minority 
status given to Muslims be 
scrapped.

Addressing the ‘sankalp 
rally’ on the banks of the 
river Saryu here in viola-
tion of prohibitory orders, 
Togadia also said that he 
would announce the name 
of his political party in New 
Delhi soon.

Exhorting the Hindus 

to join ranks with him, he 
asked people to trash the 
BJP as it had deceived them 
on the Ram temple prom-
ise. 

“Like me, thousands 
have been betrayed by the 
BJP over the issue of con-
struction of a grand Ram 
temple in Ayodhya and we 
will punish the BJP in the 
2019 general elections,” he 
said.
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Khashoggi’s murder was 
planned affair — Erdogan 
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Azhar global 
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Trump says US needs to build border wall fast
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$77 bn laundered through fake bank accounts in Pak

US will build up N-arsenal —Trump
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Ankara, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday 
said that the country’s secu-
rity services have evidence 
that dissident journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi’s murder 
was a planned affair.

He made the remarks 
while speaking at a parlia-
mentary group meeting of 
his ruling Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP) here, 
reports Hurriyet Daily News.

“Turkish security ser-
vices have evidence that the 
murder was a planned affair. 
Turkey and the world will 
only be satisfied when all 
the planners and perpetra-
tors are held to account,” the 
President said.

“Other countries must 
participate in the investiga-
tion.”

Erdogan claimed that 
Khashoggi, a Washington 
Post columnist and a critic 
of Crown Prince Moham-
mad Bin Salman, first came 
to the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul on September 28 
to get his marriage docu-

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge is lit up in Hong Kong on Oct. 22.
AP/PTI

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a ceremony in 
Diyarbakir, Turkey, on October 20.

Student killed in US university 
campus shooting
Washington, Oct. 23 (IANS): A student of the University of 
Utah in the US was shot dead on campus and the suspect 
was still at large.

The fatal incident took place at around 9 p.m. on 
Monday when several students on campus reported 
having heard a male suspect arguing with a female 
student which was followed by gunshots, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

Until about 11.50 p.m., the campus was declared safe 
but the suspect, who was identified as 37-year-old Melvin 
Rowland, fled from the scene on foot.

“One student is confirmed deceased,” the University 
tweeted midnight, adding all morning and evening classes 
would be cancelled on Tuesday.

The local Salt Lake City Tribune newspaper reported 
that when police arrived, they found the female student’s 
body inside a car near the medical towers, and they 
believed she had a “previous relationship with” Rowland, 
who was convicted of attempted forcible sex abuse and 
enticing a minor over the internet in 2004.

The University of Utah was also the scene of a deadly 
shooting almost one year ago, when Austin Boutain fired 
five shots into a car, killing 23-year-old international 
student Chenwei Guo, a computer science major from 
China. Boutain pleaded guilty in September and was 
sentenced to life in prison.

6.1-magnitude quake jolts Japan
Tokyo, Oct. 23 (IANS): An earthquake measuring 6.1 on 
the Richter scale jolted Japan’s Okinawa prefecture on 
Tuesday but no tsunami warning was issued, the weather 
agency said.

According to the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA), 
the temblor’s epicentre was located at a latitude of 24.0 
degrees north and a longitude of 122.6 degrees east, and 
at depth of 30 km, reports Xinhua news agency. 

The JMA said the earthquake posed no risk of 
triggering a tsunami.

There have been no reports of injury or damage to 
people or vessels in the vicinity of Yonagunijima as a result 
of the quake.

3 climbers die in Mexico
Mexico City, Oct. 23 (IANS): Three climbers have been 
killed and a fourth injured in separate accidents while 
scaling the volcanic peak of Mexico’s highest mountain, 
emergency management officials said.

Two climbers, part of a group of 15 mountaineers, 
were killed when thet got separated which ascending 
the Pico de Orizaba, the Puebla state emergency 
management office said.

Two of them died on the south face on Monday and 
a third fell to his death from the north face after being 
separated from the group.

The rescue and recovery operation was hampered by 
bad weather, Efe news reported.

In a separate accident a climber was killed and 
another injured with multiple fractures while scaling the 
volcano’s north face.

Rescue workers climbed the mountain in an effort 
to reach the climbers who were at an altitude of 
approximately 5,600 m and fell about 400 m.

17 killed due to heavy  
rains in Nicaragua
Managua, Oct. 23 (IANS): At least 17 people have died 
when trying to cross flooded rivers in Nicaragua in 
the last few days, said Vice President and presidential 
spokesperson Rosario Murillo.

“We’re still on red alert (maximum) although weather 
conditions have improved,” said Murillo in a statement 
published by official newspaper El 19 Digital on Monday, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

Those killed had attempted to cross rivers and streams 
on foot, horse or bicycle, according to the statement.

Nicaragua is currently passing through its rainy season, 
which usually begins in May and ends in October. Heavy 
rains have caused floods and landslides in some areas of 
the country.

Salvini not xenophobic or racist, 
says Giuseppe Conte
Rome, Oct. 23 (IANS): Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte has defended anti-migrant Interior Minister Matteo 
Salvini, who leads the far-right League party, rejecting 
accusations that he was racist or xenophobic.

“I often meet Salvini and exchange ideas. He’s 
been called a racist and xenophobe but I have never 
encountered a trace of this,” Conte told reporters at the 
Foreign Press Association here on Monday.

“The truth is that there has been a change in 
immigration policy. But the security degree not abolish 
the right to asylum or international protection,” Conte 
went on.

Conte was referring to decree issued by the populist 
government in early October which toughens the rules 
for refugees and asylum-seekers and has been widely 
criticised on human rights grounds.

Dubbed the ‘Salvini decree’, the measures must be 
voted into law by the Italian Parliament with 60 days.

NEWS IN BRIEF

ments. The “roadmap” to 
kill Khashoggi started with 
this visit.

He said that a day before 
Khashoggi disappeared on 
October 2, a group of three 
Saudis landed in Istanbul 
and went to the consulate 
while another team visited 
the Belgrad Forest near the 

city and the neighbouring 
Yalova province. 

“On October 2, an-
other group came and this 
15-member team went to 
the consulate and removed 
the hard disks of security 
cameras there. Khashoggi’s 
went inside that afternoon 
and never appeared again 

Beijing, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
China on Tuesday said it 
has told India many times 
that it has issues in declar-
ing Pakistan-based Masood 
Azhar a global terrorist and 
it will take its own call on 
the merits of the matter, a 
day after New Delhi nudged 
Beijing again to blacklist 
him.

Beijing denied giving 
shelter to Paresh Baruah, 
the chief of banned Indian 
outfit ULFA, saying it does 
not interfere in domestic 
affairs of other countries.

At a high-level meet be-
tween Indian Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh and his 
visiting Chinese counter-
part Zhao Kezhi, New Delhi 
urged Beijing to back its 
pending application at the 
UN to list LeT chief Azhar 
as an international terrorist. 

“As to India’s request for 
the listing of Masood Azhar, 
we have already stated our 
position many times. On 
the issue of counter-ter-
rorism, China has always 
actively participated in in-
ternational anti-terrorist 
operations,” Chinese For-

eign Ministry’s spokesper-
son Hua Chunying said.

“We have always made 
our judgment and deci-
sions on the merits of the 
matter itself,” Hua added.

Azhar is the master-
mind of the deadly attack 
at an Indian Army base in 
2016. He also plotted the 
26/11 Mumbai attacks.

China, Pakistan’s main 
ally, has repeatedly blocked 
India’s application at the 
UN to get him declared an 
international terrorist. It 
says there is not enough 
evidence against Azhar, 
frustrating India.

This has become one of 
the major issues between 
New Delhi and Beijing.

Asked about India tell-
ing China at the same meet-
ing not to give shelter to Ba-
ruah, Hu said: “The Chinese 
government has always 
adhered to the principle of 
non-interference in other 
countries’ affairs. This re-
mains unchanged.”

Baruah is reportedly 
making frequent visits to 
China and smuggles arms 
to India’s Northeast.

Washington, Oct. 23 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump has warned 
of bolstering the American nuclear 
arsenal to put pressure on Russia and 
China. Moscow has retaliated that it 
will respond in kind if the US develops 
more weapons, the BBC reported.

Hinting at Russia’s breach of the 
1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) treaty, Trump said the 
US would build up its arsenal “until 
people come to their senses”.

“It’s a threat to whoever you want 
to include China and it includes Rus-
sia and it includes anybody else that 
wants to play that game...,” the Presi-
dent told the media.

“(Russia has) not adhered to the 
spirit of that agreement or to the 
agreement itself,” Trump repeated 
on Monday about the Cold War-era 
treaty that banned medium-range 
missiles. 

Russia has already denied this. 
INF was aimed at reducing the per-
ceived Soviet threat to European 
nations.

Moscow told US National Secu-
rity Adviser John Bolton the US plan 
to quit the deal would be a “serious 
blow” to the non-proliferation regime.

Security Council Secretary Nikolai 
Patrushev in Moscow said the Krem-
lin was “ready” to work with the US 
to remove “mutual” grievances over 
the INF.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov said: “Scrapping the treaty forces 
Russia to take steps for its own se-
curity.”

US President Donald Trump said that 
the country needs to build a wall fast 
to protect its borders from Central 
American migrants.

During a “Make America Great 
Again” rally in Houston on Monday, 
Trump told a crowd of nearly 180,000 
that the caravan of migrants head-
ing towards the US is “assault on our 
country” and that “we need a wall built 
fast”, reports Xinhua news agency.

Earlier on Monday, Trump said 
Washington will begin cutting off or 
reducing aid to Guatemala, Honduras 
and El Salvador, citing migrant cara-
vans heading to the US border.

Trump’s Houston rally is his latest 
campaign appearance leading to the 
mid-term elections set on November 

6. 
He will go to Wisconsin, North 

Carolina and Illinois to galvanise more 
supporter for the Republicans.

Over the weekend, thousands of 
migrants, mostly from Honduras, have 
swarmed into Mexico after passing the 
Guatemalan border. 

The media reported that Mexican 
police watched the procession with 
vigilance but did not disturb the mi-
grants’ journey.

Official data showed that the 
Trump administration has sharply 
slashed aid to the three countries in 
Central America, projecting some 
40 per cent plunge in aid in the 2019 
financial year compared with that of 
2016.

Islamabad, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
has been informed that 
transactions of more than 
100 billion Pakistani rupees 
($77 billion) have been car-
ried out through 107 fake 
bank accounts, the authori-
ties said on Tuesday.

According to the re-
ports, a three-member 
bench of the country’s top 

court on Monday resumed 
the hearing of its suo-motu 
case on an investigation 
into money-laundering and 
fake bank accounts, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

A joint investigation 
team of the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) has 
submitted a report to the 
apex court, revealing that 
the transactions of 47 bil-

lion Pakistani rupees have 
been done through fake 
bank accounts and 54 bil-
lion Pakistani rupees were 
transferred through the 
fictitious accounts of 36 
companies.

Several fictitious ac-
counts at some private 
banks were opened in 2013, 
2014 and 2015, and ille-
gal transactions worth bil-

lions of rupees were made 
through these account, ac-
cording to investigation 
team. 

The FIA has been in-
vestigating 32 people in the 
case, the reports added.

Earlier this month, the 
Pakistani Interior Ministry 
barred 95 persons suspect-
ed to be involved in the case 
from leaving the country.

Oslo, Oct. 23 (AFP): Some 
50,000 troops will kick off 
NATO’s biggest military ex-
ercises since the Cold War 
on October 25 in Norway, a 
massive show of force that 
has already rankled neigh-
bouring Russia.

Trident Juncture 18, 
which runs until November 
7, is aimed at training the Al-
liance to mobilise quickly to 
defend an ally under attack.

The head of NATO’s Al-
lied Joint Force Command, 
US Navy Admiral James 
Foggo, said the exercise was 
intended to “show NATO is 
capable to defend against 
any adversary. Not a par-
ticular country, anyone.”

Russia, which carried 
out its biggest ever military 
exercises in September in 
the Far East, has not been 
officially identified as the 
intended adversary, but it 
is on everyone’s minds after 
the 2014 Ukraine crisis.

“Russia doesn’t repre-
sent a direct military threat 
to Norway,” Norwegian De-
fence Minister Frank Bakke-
Jensen told AFP.

“But in a security situ-
ation as complicated as we 
have today ... an incident 
elsewhere could very well 
heighten tensions in the 
North and we want to pre-
pare the Alliance in order 
to avoid any unfortunate 
incidents,” he added.

The exercises come after 
President Donald Trump 
has repeatedly complained 
that other NATO members 
do not contribute enough 
money to the 69-year-old 
alliance, although Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis reas-
sured allies of America’s 

“iron-clad” commitment 
earlier this month.

While the exercises will 
take place at a respectful 
distance from Norway’s 
198 km border with Russia 
in the Arctic, Moscow has 
expressed anger over the 
manoeuvres.

Russia was already 
touchy over the fact that - 
independently of Trident 
Juncture 18 - the United 
States and Britain have been 
increasing their troop pres-
ence in the Scandinavian 
country to acclimatise them 
to combat in the chilly Arc-
tic.

And tensions between 
Moscow and Washington 
have flared in recent days 
after Trump announced 
he was abandoning a Cold 
War-era nuclear treaty, a 
move which Russia warned 
could cripple global secu-
rity.

When at full strength, 
700 US Marines will be on 
rotation on Norwegian soil.

“The main NATO coun-
tries are increasing their 
military presence in the 
region, near Russia’s bor-
ders,” Russian foreign min-
istry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said, slamming 
“the sabre-rattling”.

“Such irresponsible ac-
tions are bound to lead to 
a destabilisation of the po-
litical situation in the North, 
to heighten tensions,” she 
said, vowing Moscow would 
“take the necessary retalia-
tory measures to ensure its 
security.”

Under President Vladi-
mir Putin, the Russian army 
has already beefed up con-
siderably in the Arctic.

Zhuhai, Oct. 23 (AFP): Chi-
na’s President Xi Jinping 
launched the world’s longest 
sea bridge connecting Hong 
Kong, Macau and mainland 
China on Tuesday (Oct. 23), 
at a time when Beijing is 
tightening its grip on its 
semi-autonomous terri-
tories.

X i  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 
bridge officially open at a 
ceremony also attended by 
Hong Kong’s and Macau’s 
city leaders at a new port 
terminal in the southern 
mainland city of Zhuhai.

“I declare the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau bridge 
officially open,” Xi said as 
digital fireworks exploded 
on a screen behind him in 
an indoor ceremony, before 
leaving the stage immedi-
ately. He did not address the 
audience.

Supporters of the multi-
billion-dollar bridge pro-
mote it as an engineering 

marvel that will boost busi-
ness and cut travel time, but 
critics say it is one more way 
to integrate Hong Kong into 
China as fears grow that the 
city’s cherished freedoms 
are being eroded.

China’s Vice Premier 
Han Zheng characterised 
the bridge as part of the 
development of the Greater 
Bay Area - a Beijing-driven 
project to create an eco-
nomic hub linking nine 
southern mainland cities to 
Hong Kong and Macau.

At the ceremony he 
described the strategy as 
“deployed and driven by Xi 
Jinping personally”.

Hong Kong leader Carrie 
Lam said the bridge would 
help transform Hong Kong 
from a “connector to a more 
active participant.”

Some Hong Kong social 
media comments accused 
Lam of “selling out” to Xi 
and portrayed her as Piglet 

while his fiancee waited 
outside,” Erdogan said.

It was later found that 
15 Saudis including intel-
ligence officers and foren-
sics experts came to Turkey 
ahead of Khashoggi’s visit.

“I spoke to (Saudi) King 
Salman on October 14 and 
formed a joint investiga-
tion team. This is how our 
officials could enter the 
consulate and the consul’s 
residence... Seventeen days 
after the killing, Saudi Arabia 
admitted that Khashoggi 
was killed in the consulate. 

“We held another phone 
call and they told us that 18 
Saudis, including people 
from the 15-member team 
we exposed, were arrested 
in Saudi Arabia,” he added. 

The President said that 
information and evidence 
show that Khashoggi fell 
victim to a brutal murder.

“We have strong evi-
dence that the killing was 
intentional, not acciden-
tal. Now we expect them to 
punish all those who played 
a part in the murder.”

to his Winnie the Pooh, as 
she was wearing an all-pink 
outfit.

The 55-km crossing, 
which includes a snaking 
road bridge and underwater 
tunnel, links Hong Kong’s 
Lantau island to Zhuhai 
and the gambling enclave of 
Macau, across the waters of 
the Pearl River Estuary.

It is the second major 
infrastructure project tying 
Hong Kong to mainland 
China to launch in a matter 
of weeks, after the opening 
of a high-speed rail link last 
month that sparked criti-
cism Hong Kong was giving 
away territory - with part of 
the terminus coming under 
mainland jurisdiction.

The main section of the 
new bridge is also consid-
ered mainland territory, 
even though Hong Kong was 
slated to pay at least half the 
cost of the project, accord-

ing to the original blueprint 
from the city’s government.

Hong Kong cars and 
drivers travelling over it 
“must comply with the laws 
and regulations of the main-
land”, the city’s transport 
department said.

Building began in 2009 
and has been dogged by 
delays, budget overruns, 
corruption prosecutions 
and the deaths of construc-
tion workers.

The total price tag is un-
clear but some estimates 
run to over 100 billion yuan 
(US$14.4 billion).

The mega bridge will 
open to traffic on Wednes-
day.

The launch ceremony 
was hastily announced last 
week by mainland authori-
ties with Hong Kong law-
makers and transport com-
panies complaining they 
had been left in the dark.
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Martin Garrix named top 
DJ for third year in a row
Dutch DJ Martin Garrix has grabbed the top spot in DJ Maga-
zines “Top 100 DJs” for the time in a row. The 22-year-old 
is only the third artist to accomplish that feat, behind fellow 
Dutchmen Armin van Buuren and Tiesto. Garrix was the 
youngest DJ to notch Number 1 in 2016 and retained the title 
in 2017, reports variety.com. Garrix was awarded the trophy 
by DJ Mag managing director Martin Carvell on stage at the 
Amsterdam Arena during the Amsterdam Dance Event. 

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm and 8 pm: Namaste 
England (Hindi)

5.30 pm: Venom (Eng)

W
arner Bros has 
postponed the 
release date 
of Gal Gadot’s 
“Wonder Woman 

1984” to June 5, 2020. 
 The film was earlier sched-

uled to hit the theatres on No-
vember 1, 2019, reported Variety.

“We had tremendous suc-
cess releasing the first ‘Wonder 
Woman’ film during the summer 
so when we saw an opportunity 
to take advantage of the chang-
ing competitive landscape, we 

did. This move lands the film 
exactly where it belongs,” Jeff 
Goldstein, Warner Bros.’ presi-
dent of domestic distribution, 
said in a statement.

The sequel reunites Gadot 
with “Wonder Woman” direc-
tor Patty Jenkins and co-star 
Chris Pine, with Pedro Pascal 
and Kristen Wiig joining the 
franchise.

“Wonder Woman 1984” is 
currently the only film dated for 
June 5, 2020.

PTI

M
usic maestro AR Rah-
man believes India’s 
#MeToo movement 
has the power to make 
the entertainment 

industry cleaner and respectful of 
women.

The 51-year-old Oscar-winning 
composer, who shared his views on 
the movement Monday night via 
social media, said his aim has always 
been to create a safe working environ-
ment for everyone. 

“Been observing the #MeToo 
movement... Some of the names have 
shocked me... both the victims and 
their perpetrators... I would love to 
see our industry become cleaner and 
respectful of women... More power to 
all the victims coming forward!! 

“In all my endeavours, my team 
and I are committed to creating an 
environment where everyone finds a 
safe creative space to 

bring their best, evolve and succeed,” 
he wrote. Rahman, however, said peo-
ple should be careful before creating a 
“internet justice system”. 

“Social media offers great free-
dom for victims to 
speak up, 
however 
we should 
be careful in 
creating a new 
internet justice 
system, in 
case it’s mis-
used.” 

Rah-
man’s 

statement comes weeks after his 
long-time collaborator Tamil lyricist 
Vairamuthu was accused of predatory 
behaviour by multiple women, includ-
ing popular singer ChinmayiSripaada. 

India’s #MeToo movement started 
after actor TanushreeDutta revived a 
decade-old allegation of harassment 
against Nana Patekar, accusing him 
of sexual misconduct on the sets of a 
2008 film. 

Following Dutta’s allegations, 
many from the Indian film in-

dustry including people 
like VikasBahl, 

AlokNath, 
Subhash-
Ghai, Sajid 
Khan have 

been accused 
of sexual 

harassment by 
various women.

PTI

U
S comedian Amy Schumer has announced she 
is pregnant with her first child - on a friend’s 
Instagram account.

Schumer first hinted at the news with 
a picture of her hus- band 

Chris Fischer and herself edited onto 
an image of Prince Harry and 
his wife Meghan.

Fans were then linked 
to the profile of journal-
ist Jessica Yellin, who 
posted Schumer’s rec-
ommendations for the 
upcoming US midterm 
elections.

The list ended 
with the words: 
“I’m preg-
nant - Amy 
Schumer”. 

The 
royal 
couple 
had shared 
their own 
baby news 
last week 
while on 
tour in 
Australia.

Schum-
er, who is 
a bestsell-
ing author 
and wrote 
and starred in 
the 2015 film 
Trainwreck, is po-
litically outspoken 
and was arrested 
during a protest 
against Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh’s nomina-
tion to the Supreme 
Court earlier this month.

BBC

T
hough the Beck-
hams weren’t at 
their weekend 
mansion in Ox-
fordshire, CCTV 

footage of three masked 
men attempting to break in 
has left them shaken.

Victoria (44) in par-
ticular is said to be shocked 
by how close the burglars 
came to gaining access to 
the house and violating the 
family’s privacy.

David (43) is upset too 
because the state-of-the-art 
security he’s introduced 
to safeguard the property 
wasn’t enough to discour-
age the masked men.

The mansion, worth 
about £6 million (R117 mil-
lion), is one of a number of 
properties the couple own 
and they enjoy spending 
weekends there with one or 
all of their children – Brook-
lyn (19), Romeo (16), Cruz 
(13) and Harper (7).

The Beckhams are on a 
family holiday in Australia, 
where they’ll attend the In-
victus Games, an initiative 
of Prince Harry.

Since the weekend 

‘Wonder 
Woman 1984’ 
release pushed 
to 2020

Would love to see our industry become cleaner, 
respectful of women – Rahman on #MeToo

Beckhams shocked after attempted burglary

Amy Schumer 
announces pregnancy 
on Instagram

‘Padmaavat’ officially selected at 2018 
Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival

Actor Ajaz Khan nabbed 
for possessing drugs

break-in attempt, addition-
al security measures have 
been put in place, including 
regular patrols and guard 
dogs. Prince Harry and 
Meghan have a weekend 

home in the same area, at 
Great Tew Estate, where 
they’ve reportedly signed a 
two-year lease.

The Beckhams’ other 
neighbours include dis-

graced Top Gear pre-
senter Jeremy Clarkson 
and former British prime 
minister David Cameron.

Nearby Soho Farm-
house – the hotel and coun-
try club where Meghan held 
her hen party – is a favour-
ite haunt of celebrities like 
model Kate Moss, actors 
George Clooney and Eddie 
Redmayne and model/ac-
tress Cara Delevingne.

Police were apparently 
called to the Beckhams’ 
property last Friday when 
their 24-hour security 
guards spotted the three 
intruders on CCTV. Guests 
at Soho Farmhouse saw the 
masked burglars too and 
scared them off.

The men had posi-
tioned a ladder against a 
wall at the house and tried 
to peer into the upstairs 
windows before they fled. 
Hearing this reportedly 
had Victoria very upset, as 
she finds it frightening that 
someone could be intrud-
ing on the family’s personal 
space, Daily Mail reports. 
No arrests have been made.

AnneleneOberholzer 

C
ountry music legend Dolly 
Parton says she is politicking 
and trying to get a song from 
the film “Dumplin” for Oscar 
nomination.

She was in Los Angeles on Monday 
to promote Netflix’s upcoming movie 

“Dumplin’”. She performed “Girl in the 
Movies”, an original song she wrote and 
recorded for the film, for a ballroom full of 

journalists, reports variety.com.
“We are just happy to be here because 

we are actually out politicking trying to get 
our song heard and maybe get nominated 
for an award on those Oscars and all that 
stuff,” Parton said before performing the 
track with her producer Linda Perry on 
guitar. 

She added: “We are really, really 
proud of this.”

“Dumplin’” is based on Julie Murphy‘s 
2015 novel of the same name about the plus-
size daughter of a former beauty pageant 
queen, who signs up to compete in a pageant. 
The daughter is a Parton fanatic and many 
of her hit songs are played throughout the 
movie.

Parton and Perry originally teamed up to 
write just one song. 

“Songs just kept coming out of 
us one night after the others. I just 
absolutely loved (Perry) and we 
just connected.”

They ended up recording six original 
tunes. 

“This was the first time I ever worked 
with a female producer,” Parton said.

IANS

S
anjay Leela Bhansali’s mag-
num opus “Padmaavat” has 
been officially selected for 
Taipei Golden The official 
Twitter handle of the film 

announced the news Monday.
“Delighted, overwhelmed and 

incredibly blessed. #Padmaavat has 
been officially selected at 2018 Taipei 
Golden Horse FF,” the post read.

The film, which released in Janu-
ary after a lot of pre-release contro-
versy and protests by Rajput groups, 
is Bhansali’s re-imagining of the 
story of Queen Padmavati, her king 
consort Maha Rawal Ratan Singh 
and Sultan Alauddin Khilji.

Actors Deepika Padukone, 
Shahid Kapoor and Ranveer Singh 

B
ollywood actor Ajaz Khan has 
been arrested by the Anti-Nar-
cotics Cell of Navi Mumbai Police 
for alleged possession of banned 
drugs here.

He was arrested late Monday night, of-
ficials said here on Tuesday.

The controversial actor was arrested 
from a hotel room in Belapur with eight 
tablets of the prohibited ‘ecstasy’ tablets, 
which are popular in rave parties.

Ajaz, a former “Bigg Boss” contestant, 
will be produced before a court on Tuesday, 
said an official.

This is not Ajaz’s first brush with the law. 
Two years ago, he was arrested and 

released on bail on charges of sending 
obscene pictures and lewd messages to a 
beautician who had offered him a business 
project proposal.

PTI

Dolly Parton 
wants Oscar 

nomination for 
‘Dumplin’ song

featured in the movie, which was 
2018’s first blockbuster.

PTI
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Caroline Wozniacki

HOME TURF 
Sumi Games and Sports Association 
convenes meeting

M Noke football trophy from Oct. 30

Inter-departmental tournament 
underway in Zunheboto

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The Sumi Games and Sports 
Association (SGSA) have convened a meeting on Oct. 
27 at 11 am at Hotel Saramati conference hall accord-
ing to an update on Tuesday. The president and general 
secretary of all area sports association under SGSA are 
requested to attend the meeting without fail.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The 8th Inter-Departmental 
Tournament got underway in Zunheboto on Tue. Oct. 
23 at the DSCZ indoor stadium, in Zunheboto.
According to an update from the DPRO Zunheboto, 
the inaugural function was attended by Nitovi Assumi, 
Secretary Sumi Hoho as the special guest. During the 
inaugural programme, sports persons from Zunheboto 
district were felicitated for bringing laurels to the state 
and the district. The oath taking was administered by 
Hetoho S. Zhimomi, member DSCZ. 
All together 37 departments from Zunheboto district 
are participating in the three-day tournament in three 
disciplines; badminton, carom and table tennis.
The tournament will culminate on Oct. 25.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The inter-club tournament, 
M. Noke football trophy organised by the Mon District 
Football Association (MDFA) will commence from Oct. 
30 at the Mon local ground, according to an update 
from DPRO Mon. All the interested club of the district 
are hereby invited to register on or before Oct. 27 with 
an amount of INR 5000 as registration fee which is non 
refundable. Advisor DUDA, Bongkhao Konyak will at-
tend the inaugural programme as the special quest. The 
champion team will walk home with a cash prize of INR 
1,25,000 along with the trophy while the runners-up will 
receive INR 80,000 and the semi-finalist will each receive 
INR 10,000 besides individual awards.

Mars likely to have enough 
oxygen to support life — Study

Hubble to soon return to normal 
science operations — Nasa

Science says sex and gender aren’t the same Novel app to improve lives 
of people with OCD — Study

Decoded: How smell of lavender helps you unwind Wozniacki beats Kvitova at 
WTA Finals White Group

New tool may help classify craters on planetary surfaces

Paris, Oct. 23 (AFP): Salty 
water just below the sur-
face of Mars could hold 
enough oxygen to support 
the kind of microbial life 
that emerged and flour-
ished on Earth billions of 
years ago, researchers re-
ported Monday.

In some locations, the 
amount of oxygen avail-
able could even keep alive 
a primitive, multicellular 
animal such as a sponge, 
they reported in the journal 
Nature Geosciences.

“We discovered that 
brines” - water with high 
concentrations of salt - “on 
Mars can contain enough 
oxygen for microbes to 
breathe,” said lead author 
Vlada Stamenkovic, a theo-
retical physicist at the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
California.

“This fully revolutionis-
es our understanding of the 
potential for life on Mars, 
today and in the past,” he 
told AFP.

Up to now, it had been 
assumed that the trace 
amounts of oxygen on 
Mars were insufficient to 
sustain even microbial life.

“We never thought that 
oxygen could play a role for 
life on Mars due to its rarity 
in the atmosphere, about 
0.14 percent,” Stamenkovic 
said.

By comparison, the life-
giving gas makes up 21 per-
cent of the air we breathe.

On Earth, aerobic -- 

that is, oxygen breathing -- 
life forms evolved together 
with photosynthesis, which 
converts CO2 into O2. The 
gas played a critical role in 
the emergence of complex 
life, notable after the so-
called Great Oxygenation 
Event some 2.35 billion 
years ago.

But our planet also har-
bours microbes - at the bot-

tom of the ocean, in boiling 
hotsprings -- that subsist in 
environments deprived of 
oxygen.

“That’s why -- when-
ever we thought of life on 
Mars -- we studied the po-
tential for anaerobic life,” 
Stamenkovic.

Life on Mars?
The new study began with 
the discovery by NASA’s Cu-

riosity Mars rover of man-
ganese oxides, which are 
chemical compounds that 
can only be produced with 
a lot of oxygen.

Curiosity, along with 
Mars orbiters, also estab-
lished the presence of brine 
deposits, with notable 
variations in the elements 
they contained. A high salt 
content allows for water to 

Tokyo, Oct. 23 (IANS): Scientists have 
discovered that the fragrant flower 
lavender is relaxing and may help 
people unwind and could even be a 
safer alternative to anti-anxiety drugs.

The study, over mice, showed that 
the vaporised lavender compound 
linalool must be smelt -- not absorbed 
in the lungs -- to feel its calming ef-
fects, which could be used to relieve 
preoperative stress and anxiety dis-
orders.

Mice show less signs of anxiety 
when they smell the fragrant flower.

“In folk medicine, it has long been 
believed that odorous compounds 
derived from plant extracts can re-
lieve anxiety,” said co-author Hideki 

Kashiwadani of Kagoshima University 
in Japan.

The fragrant flower can also act 
as an alternative to current anxio-
lytic (anxiety-relieving) drugs like 
benzodiazepines, which is known to 
cause memory problems, male breast 
growth and birth defects.

In the study, published in Fron-
tiers in Behavioral Neuroscience, 
the researchers tested mice to see 
whether it is the smell of linalool 
-- i.e. stimulation of olfactory (odour-
sensitive) neurons in the nose -- that 
triggers relaxation.

They found that linalool odour 
has an anxiolytic effect in normal 
mice. However, this did not impair 

their movement. This contrasts with 
benzodiazepines, and linalool injec-
tions, whose effects on movement are 
similar to those of alcohol.

“The results suggest that linalool 
does not act directly on GABAA recep-
tors like benzodiazepines do but must 
activate them via olfactory neurons in 
the nose in order to produce its relax-
ing effects,” Kashiwadani explained.

“Our study also opens the possi-
bility that relaxation seen in mice fed 
or injected with linalool could in fact 
be due to the smell of the compound 
emitted in their exhaled breath.”

Lavender could also be used pre-
surgery or by those who struggle to 
take drugs, the team said.

Singapore, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
Danish tennis player Car-
oline Wozniacki, second 
seed, defeated Czech Pe-
tra Kvitova 7-5, 3-6, 6-2 on 
Tuesday in the White Group 
of the WTA Finals tourney 
held in Singapore.

Defending champion 
Wozniacki managed to beat 
her fourth-seeded oppo-
nent, the 2011 champion, 
after a marathon match 
that lasted nearly two and 
a half hours, improving her 
chances of reaching the 
knockout stage, reports Efe.

“I played much bet-
ter today and I think I re-
turned well, served well 
and moved well,” Wozni-

acki, world No. 3, said after 
the match.

“Against Petra, you just 
have to stay on your game, 
so I tried to stay focused 
and get a lot of balls back. 
I just had the belief and 
fought until the end,” the 
28-year-old added.

Both players were de-
feated in their opening 
matches in Singapore on 
Sunday, so they needed a 
victory in their group to be 
able to advance further in 
the tournament.

This was Wozniacki’s 
sixth victory over Kvitova, 
a two-time Wimbledon 
champion and current 
world No. 5.

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (India 
Science Wire): Research-
ers at Dehradun-based In-
dian Institute of Remote 
Sensing (IIRS) and Gujarat 
University have developed 
software that can help sci-
entists classify images of 
craters on moon and plan-
etary surfaces. 

Knowing the nature of 
a crater helps scientistsun-
derstand evolution of plan-
etary surfaces. Planetary 
missions from different 
countries are continuously 
beaming large volumes 
of images and other data 
constantly, but available 
systems can only identify if 
an image is a crater or not. 

There is no reliable way to 
figure out the nature of cra-
ters straight away. The new 
interactive software has 
been designed to automati-
cally evaluate parameters 
from a given digital eleva-
tion model of a crater image 
and classify if it was a fresh 
crater or a degraded one 
or a ‘floor-fractured crater’. 
The algorithm has been 
tested on 12 craters of dif-
ferent types and has been 
found effective. 

Craters differ from each 
other in terms of morphol-
ogy, age, composition and 
origin. Fresh craters are the 
ones created due to impacts 
within the last 1–2 billion 

years. Such craters have 
well-pronounced, sharp 
features. They are bowl-
shaped, deep and have 
sharp rims. The degraded 
class comprises craters over 
3 billion years old and show 
dull topography. The ero-
sion process is responsible 
for transformation of fresh 
craters into degraded ones. 

L u n a r  c r a t e r s  g e t 
eroded with solar winds. 
They are characterized 
by shallow floors because 
the repeated ejecta spray 
discharged by nearby im-
pacts and diminished rims. 
The floor fractured craters 
are characterized by shal-
low plate-like floors with 

fractures of various depths 
and orientations like radial, 
concentric or polygonal, 
and have other features like 
moats, ridges, pits of mare 
material and dark-holed 
pits. Researchers across 
the world have over the 
years proposed several cra-
ter classification schemes. 
But, none of them involved 
floor-fracturedcraters. 
Moreover, the morphologi-
cal descriptionsused in the 
schemes were qualitative 
resulting in subjectiveclas-
sification. The new system 
addresses both these short-
comings, according to a 
research study published 
journal Current Science. 

Washington, Oct. 23 (AP): 
Anatomy at birth may 
prompt a check in the 
“male” or “female” box on 
the birth certificate but to 
doctors and scientists, sex 
and gender aren’t always 
the same thing.

The Trump administra-
tion purportedly is consid-
ering defining gender as 
determined by sex organs 
at birth, which if adopted 
could deny certain civil 
rights protections to an 
estimated 1.4 million trans-
gender Americans.

But variation in gender 
identity is a normal part 
of human diversity, the 
American Academy of Pe-
diatrics, or AAP, stresses in 
a new policy that outlines 
how to provide supportive 
medical care for transgen-
der youth.

Aren’t sex and gender 
interchangeable terms? 

Sex typically refers to 
anatomy while “gender 
goes beyond biology,” says 
Dr. Jason Rafferty, a pedia-

Washington, Oct. 23 (IANS): NASA has 
brought Hubble Space Telescope’s seven-
year old backup gyroscope (gyro) back to 
life, after the spacecraft entered safe mode 
due to a failed gyro earlier this month, the 
US space agency said on Tuesday.

A gyro is a device that measures the 
speed at which the spacecraft is turning 
and is needed to help Hubble turn and lock 
on to new targets.

Hubble’s backup gyro, which had been 
off for more than 7.5 years, was incorrectly 
returning extremely high rotation rates, 
NASA said in a statement. 

This gyro was turned on after the space-
craft entered safe mode due to a failed gyro 
on October 5. 

Additional tests will be performed to 
ensure Hubble can return to science opera-
tions with this gyro, NASA said.

To correct high rotation rates, the Hub-
ble team executed a running restart of the 
gyro on October 16.  This procedure turned 
the gyro off for one second, and then re-
started it before the wheel spun down. 

However, the data showed no improve-
ment in the gyro’s performance. 

The team, then on October 18, com-
manded a series of spacecraft maneuvers, 

or turns, in opposite directions to attempt 
to clear any blockage that may have caused 
the float to be off-centre and produce the 
exceedingly high rates. 

During each maneuver, the gyro was 
switched from high mode to low mode to 
dislodge any blockage that may have ac-
cumulated around the float. 

They noticed a significant reduction 
in the high rates, allowing rates to be mea-
sured in low mode for brief periods of time. 

On October 19, the team again com-
manded Hubble to perform additional 
maneuvers and gyro mode switches, which 
appear to have cleared the issue. 

The rotation rates produced by the 
backup gyro have since reduced and are 
now within an expected range, NASA 
noted. 

The team plans to execute a series of 
tests to evaluate the performance of the 
gyro under conditions similar to those en-
countered during routine science observa-
tions, including moving to targets, locking 
on to a target, and performing precision 
pointing.  After these engineering tests have 
been completed, Hubble is expected to 
soon return to normal science operations, 
NASA stated.

remain liquid -- a neces-
sary condition for oxygen 
to be dissolved - at much 
lower temperatures, mak-
ing brines a happy place for 
microbes.

Depending on the re-
gion, season and time of 
day, temperatures on the 
Red Planet can vary be-
tween minus 195 and 20 
degrees Celsius (minus 319 
to 68 degrees Fahrenheit).

The researchers de-
vised a first model to de-
scribe how oxygen dis-
solves in salty water at 
temperatures below freez-
ing. A second model es-
timated climate changes 
on Mars over the last 20 
million years, and over the 
next 10 million years.

Taken together, the cal-
culations showed which 
regions on the Red Planet 
are most likely to produce 
brine-based oxygen, data 
that could help determine 
the placement of future 
probes.

“Oxygen concentra-
tions [on Mars] are orders 
of magnitude” - several 
hundred times - “greater 
than needed by aerobic, 
or oxygen-breathing - mi-
crobes,” the study con-
cluded.

“Our results do not 
imply that there is life on 
Mars,” Stamenkovic cau-
tioned. “But they show that 
the Martian habitability is 
affected by the potential of 
dissolved oxygen.”

trician and child psychia-
trist at Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital in Rhode Island, 
and lead author of the AAP’s 
transgender policy.

Gender identity is more 
an inner sense of being 
male, female or somewhere 
in between regardless of 
physical anatomy, he ex-
plained. It may be influ-
enced by genetics and other 
factors, but it’s more about 
the brain than the sex or-
gans. And transgender is a 
term accepted across sci-
ence and medical groups to 
mean people whose gender 

identity doesn’t match what 
Rafferty calls their “sex as-
signed at birth.” 

How early can people 
tell if they’re transgender? 

It’s normal for children 
to explore in ways that ig-
nore stereotypes of mascu-
linity and femininity. Raf-
ferty says it’s whether those 
feelings and actions remain 
consistent over time that 
tells. Sometimes that hap-
pens at a young age, while 
for others it may be adoles-
cence or beyond.

Regardless, the pedi-
atricians’ policy calls for 

“gender-affirmative” care 
so that children have a safe, 
nonjudgmental and sup-
portive avenue to explore 
their gender questions.

What kind of care might 
they need? 

Transgender people of 
all ages are more likely to 
be bullied and stigmatized, 
which can spur anxiety and 
depression and put them 
at increased risk for suicide 
attempts.

For children, medicine 
to suppress puberty may 
be considered, to buy time 
as the youth grapples with 

London, Oct. 23 (IANS): Researchers have 
developed a novel “brain training” app that 
could help people who suffer from obses-
sive compulsive disorder (OCD) to man-
age their symptoms, including excessive 
handwashing and contamination fears that 
affects up to 46 per cent people.

Excessive washing can be harmful 
as sometimes OCD patients use spirits, 
surface cleansers or even bleach to clean 
their hands. The behaviour can have a 
serious impact on people’s lives, mental 
health, relationships and their ability to 
hold down jobs.

The new intervention, which can be 
delivered through a smartphone app, in-
volves patients watching videos of them-
selves washing their hands or touching 
fake contaminated surfaces.

“This technology will allow people to 
gain help at any time within the environ-
ment where they live or work, rather than 
having to wait for appointments. The use 
of smartphone videos allows the treat-
ment to be personalised to the individual,” 
said Barbara Sahakian, Professor at the 
University of Cambridge in the UK. 

For the study, published in the journal 
Scientific Reports, the team examined 

nearly 100 participants.
The participants were divided into 

three groups: the first group watched vid-
eos on their smartphones of themselves 
washing their hands; the second group 
watched similar videos but of themselves 
touching fake contaminated surfaces 
and the third -- control group -- watched 
themselves making neutral hand move-
ments.

Based on their one week of viewing 
videos, participants from both of the first 
two groups -- those who had watched the 
hand washing video and those with the 
exposure and response prevention video 
-- improved in terms of reductions in OCD 
symptoms and showed greater cogni-
tive flexibility compared with the neutral 
control group. 

On average, participants in the first 
two groups saw their Yale-Brown Obses-
sive Compulsive Scale (YBOCS) scores 
-- used to assess the severity of OCD -- 
improve by around 21 per cent.

The smartphone app is not currently 
available for public use.

Further research is required before the 
researchers can show conclusively that it 
is effective in helping patients with OCD.

questions of gender iden-
tity.

Can’t a genetic test 
settle if someone’s male 
or female? A: “It’s not like 
we’re going to find a magic 
transgender gene,” Rafferty 
says, noting that a mix of 
genes, chemicals and other 
factors contribute but is 
not well understood.

Generally, people are 
born with two sex chromo-
somes that determine ana-
tomical sex XY for males 
and XX for females.

But even here there 
are exceptions that would 
confound any either-or 
political definition. People 
who are “intersex” are born 
with a mix of female and 
male anatomy, internally 
and externally. Sometimes 
they have an unusual chro-
mosome combination, 
such as men who harbor 
an extra X or women who 
physically appear female 
but carry a Y chromosome. 
This is different than being 
transgender.
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Reigning champ Venuzo 
Dawhuo takes King of the 
Ring Series title again

No player can replace Messi — Barca coach

MDFA Trophy: Intermingle and Telongjem sail to semis

Nagaland beat Arunachal 
by 187 runs in Vijay 
Merchant U-16 trophy

EM Images

Players of Telongjem FC, in yellow, and Grand Elites FC in action during the fourth quarter final match of the MDFA Trophy at the Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex, in Mokokchung on Oct. 23.

EM Images

Venuzo Dawhuo, second from right, being declared the winner after defeating Menuosetuo Yiese in the final bout of the 7th edition of the Naga 
Wrestle Mania at the Kohima local ground on Tue. Oct. 23.

Lionel Messi

Madrid, Oct. 23 (IANS): FC 
Barcelona coach Ernesto 
Valverde admitted his side 
will miss injured striker 
Lionel Messi, but hopes 
that others can help com-
pensate for the loss of the 
Argentinean.

Messi will be out of 
action for around three 
weeks and miss 6 games 
after breaking a bone in his 
right arm on Saturday, with 
the first of those matches 
Barca's Champions League 
tie at home to Inter Milan 
on Wednesday night, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

"It is going to affect us, 
but it is a challenge to re-
place him and then will be 
game," said Valverde in his 
pre-game press conference.

"Leo is not going to 
be with us for a while, we 
will miss him, but we want 
to miss him and still win 

games," he said.
Valverde commented 

that it was "difficult" for any 
one player to replace Messi. 

"We have to try to en-
sure that it is not just one 
player, but more. All of the 
squad has to take a step 
forward," he insisted.

The Barca coach ex-
plained there were "vari-
ous" alternatives to Messi.

"We could change our 
tactics, but I am not going 
to help the rival coach by 
talking too much about 
that ... I know the squad," 
he commented.

When asked about spe-
cific players, Valverde pre-
ferred to avoid the question, 
saying "all of them have to 
be ready."

He admitted he wasn't 
worried by the term 'Mes-
si-dependence' because 
"Messi would make the 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 23 
(EMN): Intermingle Club 
merciless slaughtered YA 
Marepkong  8-0  to qual-
ify for the semis while 
Telongjem FC booked their 
berth for the semis through 
a tie-breaker penalty shoot-
out  during the quarter-final 
matches in the ongoing 
MDFA Trophy, at the Im-
kongmeren Sports Com-
plex, in Mokokchung on 
Oct. 23.

The first and second 
goal for Intermingle was 
scored by Yhunshalo in the 
13th and 16th minute. Li-

poksashi Jamir and Golmei 
Ninja scored in the 31st and 
35th minute.

In the second half of 
the match, four more goals 
were scored. Yhunshalo se-
cured a hat-trick in the 65th 
minute. Limakumzuk and 
Bendangnukshi scored in 
the 78th and 90th minute of 
the game. The last goal for 
Intermingle came through 
Sakutemjen in the last addi-
tional minute of the game. 

The 4th semi-final 
match was played be-
tween Grand Elites SC and 
Telongjem FC. With a 50-50 
ball possession, the first 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland U-16 boys team 
won its first three-day Vijay 
Merchant trophy match 
after defeating Arunachal 
Pradesh by 187 runs at the 
Mahabir Chilorai Stadium, 
Abhayapuri in Bongaigaon, 
played from October 21 
to 23.

Brief score:
Na g a l a n d  ( 1 s t  i n -

nings)-218 all out
(2nd innings) 174 for 4 

declared
Arunachal Pradesh (1st 

innings)-104 all out
2nd innings-99 all out
For Nagaland Yugand-

har scored 135 runs and 62 
not out

Arjun took 2 for 18 and 
5 for 25

Ranjan took 4 for 19 and 
3 for 30

Nagaland will next play 
against Sikkim from Oct.27-
29 at Bhubaneswar.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): Reigning 
champion Venuzo Dawhuo defended 
his title after defeating reigning Naga-
land wrestling champion Menuosetuo 
Yiese in the final bout to be crowned 
the King of the Ring Series champion 
for the second consecutive year in 
the 7th edition of the Naga Wrestle 
Mania at the Kohima local ground on 
Tuesday.

The championship is part of the 
Combat Sports Festival organised by 
3E (Elite Entertainment Enterprise) 
Nagaland in Kohima.

Standing at 5 feet 10 inches and 
weighting 92 kg, the 21 year old 
Dawhuo who hails from Thenyizu 
village under Phek district proved 
too strong as he won both the bout to 

overcome a 118 kg wrestler Menuoset-
uo Yiese, a 20-year old from Kohima 
village in the final.

Venuzo Dawhuo on his way to 
the final defeated the reigning heavy-
weight champion Dzieselatuo Keretsü 
in the semi-final and reigning ASA 
champion Kezhaseluo-o Pienyü in the 
quarter-final round.

The champion Venuzo walked 
home with a cash prize of INR 1,20,000 
along with citation and runners-up 
Menuosetuo received INR 60,000. 
Dzieselatuo Keretsü took the third 
place and Kezhavizo Thevo in fourth 
place.

The third place received INR. 
30000 and fourth place with INR. 
15000.  

Debutant Rahul Rai proved his 

worth in his debut by winning the 
second bout against Serayi in the first 
round of the King of the Ring Series. 
Menuosetuo Yeise defeated his elder 
brother Seyiekhrietuo Yiese in the pre-
quaterfinal round.

It may be mentioned that the 
preliminary rounds was played sepa-
rately in categories for lightweight (74 
Kg, & below) and heavyweight (above 
74 Kg) and after reaching the last 16, 
they were grouped together to vie for 
the ‘King of the Ring’ championship.

A total of 49 wrestlers including 
32 light weight category and 17 heavy 
weight category took part in the wres-
tling competition.

Earlier, MLA Keneizhakho Nakhro 
attended the opening ceremony as the 
special guest.

K-
18

96

DP-476

45 minutes of the game 
ended in a goalless draw. 
Nampy Rentta of Telogjem 
FC scored the first goal in 
the 65th minute. However, 
Grand Elites SC scored an 
equaliser in the 78th min-
ute of the game.

With both the teams 

failing to score any goal till 
the 90th minute, the winner 
of the match was decided 
through a tie-breaker pen-
alty shootout.

Telogjem FC won the tie 
breaker 6-5 and registered 
their spot in the semi-finals 
of the MDFA Trophy.

difference in any team in 
the world. He is the best 
player we have seen and it's 
normal for that to happen, 
but we also need the other 
players." 

T h e  B a r c a  c o a c h 
doesn't expect to see Messi 

back before the three-week 
recovery time stipulated by 
the club doctors.

"I'd like to say we are 
going to have a surprise, but 
I don't think that's going to 
be the case," commented 
Valverde.


