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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 21: The Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) has released a list of 
India’s most wanted fugi-
tives—including a number 
of leaders and members 
of various armed groups 
operating in the Northeast.

The agency on Sunday 
uploaded 258 names, with 
199 photos, of the coun-
try’s most wanted fugitives. 
“Do you know any of these 
people? The photos you see 
here represent the biggest 
threats to the safety of our 
community,” the NIA de-
clared on its website: www.

nia.gov.in.
Out of the total 258 fu-

gitives, 98 have a red-cor-
ner notice issued against 
them (by Interpol) and 57 
carry a bounty on their 
head. The agency tweeted 
a post in their official Twit-
ter handle: “NIA need your 
help in locating fugitives. If 
you have any information, 
please call at 011-24368800 
or mail at assistance.nia@
gov.in. Your identity shall 
be kept secret. Help us in 
making India safer.”

The list features some 
of the top leaders of Naga 
armed political groups 

including: ‘Lt. Gen’ Nikki 
Sumi of NSCN (K); Isak 
Sumi of NSCN (K); Hangshi 
Ramson Tangkhul of NSCN 
(IM); TR Calvin of NSCN 
(IM); Paresh Baruah of Ulfa 
(I) and Starson Lamkang of 
NSCN (K).    

Surprisingly, the de-
ceased NSCN (K) leader 
SS Khaplang continues to 
feature on the list. Other 
prominent Naga armed 
leaders included in the list 
are K Mulatonu and Alezo 
Venuh.  

Other names from the 
NE region include: Bimal 
Narzary, Khutoho, Kughai-

to Achumi, Urikhinbham 
Budhichandra, Rakeb Bas-
umatary, Swdwb Brahma, 
Jamphraw Daimary, Jath-
wn, Saila Basumatary, An-
jelus Basumatary, Budha 
Mushahary, Lal Babu Basu-
matary, Dwngra Brahma, 
Gwlao Brahma, Upen Bas-
umatary, Binod Mushaha-
ry, Bishnu Goyari, Songbijit 
Ingti Kathar, Naren Kalita, 
Tibrajit Baruah, Jibon Ma-
ran, Dr. Pranmay Asom, 
Arunodai Dahotia, Ganesh 
Lahan, Dr. Abhijit Asom, 
Dristi Rajkhowa, Akaho, 
C Lalnghakthanga, Sabuj 
Chakma, Robi Chakma 
among many others.

India first released a 
list of the 50 most wanted 
fugitives allegedly hiding 
in Pakistan on May 2011, 
after the killing of Osama 
bin Laden. It was prepared 
in consultation with the 
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), the NIA, the 
Intelligence Bureau (IB) 
and various law enforce-
ment agencies.

The list also contains 
information about their 
organisations, crimes com-
mitted, charges pressed 
and their aliases. The full 
list can be seen at: www.
nia.gov.in/most-wanted.
htm. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 21: Nagaland will be 
receiving the ‘best horticulture state’ 
at the 11th Global Leadership Awards 
in New Delhi. This announcement 
was made by Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on Sunday.

Rio tweeted: "The 11th Global 
Leadership Awards has been de-
clared & #Nagaland will be awarded 
the Best Horticulture State. Agricul-
ture Leadership Awards recognises 
the leadership roles played by indi-

viduals & institutions for positively 
impacting the lives of farmers & rural 
masses". 

The 11th Global Agriculture 
Leadership Summit and Leadership 
Awards 2018 is scheduled to be held 
from Oct. 24 to Oct. 25 at Hotel Hyatt 
Regency in New Delhi. 

"Agriculture Leadership Awards 
were instituted in 2008 to recognise 
the leadership roles played by indi-
viduals and institutions positively 
impacting the lives of farmers and 

rural masses. The awards will be 
presented at the Global Agriculture 
Leadership Summit on Oct. 24 in 
New Delhi at a special session 6.30 
pm to 8.30 pm at Hyatt Regency 
in New Delhi. The awards will be 
presented by Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and joined by Prof. MS 
Swaminathan and Prof. Ganeshi Lal, 
governor of Odisha in the presence 
of over 400 global business leaders, 
experts and government officials,” 
Rio tweeted.       

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN):  
The Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Council (CBCC) 
has called homosexual 
acts, recently decriminal-
ised in India, as morally 
unacceptable and a “com-
plete contravention to the 
Biblical sanctions on hu-
man sexuality.” 

The council issued a 
statement on Sunday stat-
ing the “church as a body 
and as individual believ-
ers of Jesus Christ have 
a scriptural obligation 
to speak to the world on 
moral issues and not give 
our silent consent to evil.”

On September 6 this 

year, the Supreme Court 
of India had decriminal-
ised homosexuality be-
tween consenting adults 
by declaring Section 377, 
the penal provision which 
criminalised gay sex, as 
“manifestly arbitrary.” 

Consequently,  the 
CBCC discussed the mat-
ter at its executive meet-
ing held from Oct. 18 to 
19th and ‘reaffirmed the 
Biblical and moral stand 
of the church,’ according 
to the statement. It as-
serted that ‘homosexual 
acts/behaviour between 
consenting adults is mor-
ally unacceptable because 

it violates the aim of hu-
man sexuality which is 
the procreation and the 
union of love, which is ac-
complished in the union 
between men and women 
in marriage.’

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
CBCC, even if homosexual 
acts are now legalised, it 
is not morally acceptable 
or justified. “While the 
decriminalisation of ho-
mosexual acts is likely to 
induce the legalisation of 
homosexual union, the 
church will continue to 
uphold the Biblical teach-
ings that recognise, pro-
mote and protect marriage 

between men and women 
as the basis of the fam-
ily and the primary cell of 
society.

“While maintaining  
that homosexual practices 
are incompatible  with 
obedience to the will of 
God as are all other sin-
ful practices, the church,  
by recognising that our 
creator God loves the sin-
ner yet hate the sins,  will 
continue to witness the 
love of Christ to all peo-
ple regardless of  different 
sexual orientations with 
outmost understanding, 
compassion, sensitivity 
and dignity,” it stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 21: In the wake of sev-
eral sexual harassment allegations 
at workplace, especially in media, 
surfacing over the last few weeks, the 
National Commission for Women 
(NCW) has urged the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry to direct 
print, publication and production 
houses in the country to form inter-
nal committee to probe complaints 
related to such incidents.

The #MeToo movement has hit 
the media houses hard with several 
women journalists taking to social 
media to share their stories of sexual 
harassment in the hands of their 
superiors at workplace. Dozens of 
people have opened up on their 
traumatic ordeals after Bollywood 
actress Tanushree Dutta accused 
actor Nana Patekar of misbehaviour 
on the sets of 2008 movie “Horn Ok 
Please,” 

An NCW official has said that 
it has received a number of com-
plaints of sexual harassment at 
workplace against persons in both 
traditional print organisations as 
well as digital media in the past few 
days.

"We have informed the Sec-
retary of Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting that the NCW 
has received a number of such 
complaints," the official told PTI, 
adding that the women rights body 
has requested the Secretary to issue 
directions to ensure that organisa-
tions such as publishing and pro-
duction houses involved in TV and 
film production has an effective 
mechanism, including constituting 
Internal Committees in terms of the 
PoSH Act, 2013, to address sexual 
harassment complaints.

The NCW said perpetrators of 
such crimes need to be punished as 
per law. The commission has created 
a dedicated email ID to receive such 
complaints and urged women, who 
have shared their ordeals on social 
media and other platforms, to send 
their formal written complaints to 
ncw.metoo@gmail.com.

Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Maneka Gandhi has 
asked the National Commission 
for Women to expeditiously probe 
all complaints of sexual harass-
ment received under the #MeToo 
movement. The Ministry had earlier 
launched an online complaint man-
agement system called Sexual Har-
assment electronic–Box (SHe-Box) 
so that women employees in both 
government and private sectors can 
register complaints related to sexual 
misconduct at workplace.

It may be mentioned that former 
editor-turned-politician MJ Akbar 
resigned as the Minister of State for 
External Affairs on October 17 after 
over a dozen journalists levelled 
molestation allegations against him 
and several journalist organisations 
demanded his resignation pend-
ing investigation. He has lodged a 
criminal defamation case against 
journalist Priya Ramani alleging 
her of harming his reputation with 
false claim. A Delhi court has taken 
cognizance of the complaint and the 
case is up for hearing on October 31.

Ramani has said in a statement 
that she is ready to fight the case 
with “truth as her defence” and 
several women journalists have as-
sured her of help, saying that they 
would testify against Akbar in the 
case.

(With inputs from PTI)

Toronto, Oct. 21 (IANS): Heart patients 
should engage in light physical activi-
ties such as standing up or walking at 
casual pace for about seven minutes 
after every 20 minutes of sitting at a 
computer or watching television, sug-
gests new research.

Previous research has shown that 
being sedentary for long periods could 
shorten life but taking breaks to move 
around may counteract the risk, par-
ticularly if it means burning more than 
770 kcal a day. 

This study, presented at the Cana-
dian Cardiovascular Congress (CCC) 
2018 in Toronto, investigated how many 
breaks, and for what duration, are 

needed to expend 770 kilocalorie (kcal).
"Our study shows that heart pa-

tients should interrupt sedentary time 
every 20 minutes with a 7 minute bout 
of light physical activity," said study 
author Ailar Ramadi from University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, Canada. 

"Simple activities such as standing 
up and walking at a casual pace will 
expend more than 770 kcal in a day if 
done with this frequency and dura-
tion," Ramadi added.

The study enrolled 132 patients 
with coronary artery disease. The aver-
age age was 63 years and 77 per cent 
were male. 

Participants wore an armband ac-

tivity monitor for an average of 22 hours 
a day for five days.

The activity monitor recorded the 
amount of energy spent during breaks 
from inactivity, the amount of inactive 
time, and the number and duration of 
breaks during each sedentary hour.

"There is a lot of evidence now 
that sitting for long periods is bad for 
health," Ramadi said. 

"Our study suggests that during 
each hour of sitting time, heart patients 
should take three breaks which add up 
to 21 minutes of light physical activ-
ity. This will expend 770 kcal a day, an 
amount associated with a lower risk of 
premature death," Ramadi added.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 21 (EMN): Na-
galand Police today joined 
the rest of the country in 
observing Police Commemo-
ration Day at New Police 
Reserve in Phesama, Kohima, 
by paying rich tributes to 
police personnel who have 
sacrificed their lives in the 
line of duty during the past 
one year.

On the occasion, Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Nagaland, T John Longkum-
er, who took the salute at 
the commemorative parade, 
highlighted in brief the sig-
nificance of the day. He said 
Oct. 21 every year is observed 
as Police Commemoration 

Day across the country as a 
mark of respect to the brave 
police personnel who were 
killed on duty.

He said the history of the 
day dates back to Oct. 21, 
1959, when a patrol party of 
the CRPF and Intelligence 
Bureau personnel, led by SI 
Karam Singh, was ambushed 
by the Chinese forces at Hot 
Springs in Ladakh. During 
the incident, 10 personnel 
were killed and seven held 
captive.

Longkumer narrated that 
the bodies of the ten person-
nel were returned by the Chi-
nese five weeks later on Nov. 
28, 1959 and were cremated 
with full police honours at 

Hot Springs. He highlighted 
that the following year, in 
1960, at the annual confer-
ence of Inspectors General 
of Police of states and union 
territories, it was decided that 
Oct. 21 would be observed as 
Commemoration Day every 
year throughout the country 
to mark the memory of the 
gallant men who were killed 
in Ladakh and all other police 
personnel killed on duty dur-
ing the year.

Longkumer said that the 
period from Sept. 1, 2017 till 
Aug. 31, 2018, a total of 429 
police personnel across the 
country have laid down their 
lives while performing their 
duties. No personnel from 

Nagaland police died while 
on duty during this period, it 
was informed.

During the commemo-
rative ceremony, the AIGP 
(Ops.) N Chumdemo Jami 
read out the roll of honour 
for the 429 police person-
nel. Later, it was placed on 
the cenotaph at the tennis 
court in New Police Reserve, 
Kohima.

Deputy Chief Minister 
and minister in-charge for 
Home, Y Patton who was 
also present on the occasion 
joined the DGP and his sub-
ordinates in laying wreaths 
at the cenotaph as a mark of 
honour to the fallen police 
personnel.

New Delhi, Oct. 21 (PTI): The Centre will 
send a special team to six northeastern 
states later this week to resolve issues 
pertaining to the implementation of the 
Real Estate (Regulation and Development) 
Act, 2016.

An official of the Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Ministry said that the six northeastern 
states— Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim 
— have not notified the legislation and its 
rules so far due to land and other issues.

The Act, which provides proper pro-
tection to home-buyers, was enacted by 
Parliament and states were given powers 
to notify their respective rules and appoint 
regulatory authorities.

According to the official, the ministry 
team will have meetings with officials of 
these six states and address their concern 
regarding implementation of the central 
real estate law. The official said 13 states 
have so far appointed a permanent regula-
tor, while 14 have interim regulators.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The controversy over the 
proposed celebration of 
the Naga Club’s centenary 
year refuses to die down 
even as the ‘Naga Club’ on 
Sunday disputed claims 
made by the Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF) 
that the former had been 
‘defunct for many years.’

A statement from the 
club on Sunday refuted 
that its planned com-
memoration was not lim-
ited only to the residents 
of Nagaland. “The Naga 
Club has never been de-
funct as was alleged by 
the NSF. During the Indo-
Naga conflict, the Naga 
Club was lying low due to 
obvious political reasons, 
but its members were very 
much alive and active,” it 
stated. 
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List of 11th Global Leadership Awards winners
SL.
No.                         Category                                       Awardee Name

1. International Leadership Award           Prof. Rudy Rabbinge, Special Envoy-Food Security, Government of Netherlands
2. Africa Development Award Anthony Selorm K Morrison, President & CEO, Chamber of Agribusiness, Ghana
3. Research Leadership Award National Research Development Corporation 
4. Academic Leadership Award Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad
5. Livelihood Leadership Award Shailendra Chaudhary, MD, NERCORMP, Shillong
6. Farming Leadership Award Satishbabu Gadde, Andhra Pradesh 
7. Media Leadership Award  Ammar Zaidi, National Business Editor, PTI
8. Development Leadership Award Dr PK Joshi, South Asia Director, International Food Policy Research Institute 
9. Agribusiness Leadership Award Nagarjuna Agro Chemicals P Limited, Hyderabad
10 Industry Leadership Award Sonalika Group, New Delhi
11 Global Business Leadership Award The Weather Company, IBM
12 Technology Leadership Award Tirth Agro Technology Pvt. Ltd, Rajkot
13 Corporate Sustainability Award PepsiCo Holdings India P Limited, Gurgaon
14 Lifetime Achievements Award Padmashree Dr KH Gharda, Chairman, Gharda Chemicals Limited
15 Policy Leadership Award N Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister Andhra Pradesh
16 Programme Leadership Award The state Horticulture Mission, government of Haryana
17 Best Fisheries state The state of Jharkhand
18 Best Animal Husbandry state The state of Bihar
19 Best Horticulture state The state of Nagaland
20 Best Agriculture state The state of Gujarat

PTI

National Investigation Agency has released list of most wanted fugitives on Sunday, Oct. 21.



WEATHER REPORT ( OCT. 21)
Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 31.2 20.2 24.6 92 NIL

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA 20.4 10.2 19 96 NIL

ZBT 23.3 15.4 20.6 90 NIL

MON 27 22 18.5 91 NIL

TUENSANG 23 19.2 18.5 91 NIL

MKG - - - - -

PHEK 22 13 15.5 86 NIL

KIPHIRE 24 14 16.1 88 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26.5 14 17.1 78 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26.4 15.8 18.4 84 NIL

JALUKIE 25 14 17.3 84 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 28 21.6 21.5 74 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

2 STATE
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, October 22, 2018

Resource persons, and alumni and staff of KTC at the conference, at Kihoto Theological College in Tuensang district.

Members of the KTBL “Solace Team” at Saramati. 

EM Images

Police superintendent of Mokokchung, Raguramarajan A, salutes at the Police Commemoration Day ceremony at the Police Martyrs Memorial of the DEF on Oct. 21 in Mokokchung. (Right) Policemen of the 78th 
battalion of the Central Reserve Police Force seen here in ceremony during the unit’s observance of Police Commemoration Day at Zubza, in Kohima district on October 21. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263
A ministry camp for fathers organised by Koinonia Baptist Church was held during October 17- 
21 at the Koinonia Prayer centre, in Tsiese Basa. More than 150 campers including camp officials 
registered for the four-day camp, the organisers informed in a press release on Sunday. 

One for the fathers

Theological college hosts ‘home coming conference’ St Xavier’s Catholic 
Church observes 
Mission Sunday 

Enforcement units observe Police Commemoration Day 

Kiphire church members trek to SaramatiChange of Guard as CMA 
looks to new chapter 

New caretaker 
for ‘UT-1’

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The Kihoto Theological 
College in Shamator, Tu-
ensang district, organized 
what it said was its first ever 
“home coming conference 
alumni meeting” from Oct. 
16 to the 18th. 
A press release from the 
organisers on Sunday in-

formed that the event was 
conducted in the college’s 
premises. 

The programme was 
conducted with the theme 
‘strengthening bonds, re-
kindling connection, con-
tinuing legacy.’  

During the event, the 
speakers told the gathering 

that God wants his people 
to be in unity ‘not uniform-
ity,’ and to discover the gifts 
he has given them.  

If we are lead by the 
Spirit of God, the press re-
lease stated, the Christian 
ministry would be fruitful.

A workshop was also 
conducted during the pro-

gramme, focusing on the 
way of Jesus, and topics of 
leadership and mission. 

The institution’s alumni 
have instated new office 
bearers for the tenure of 
three years. 

The team is led by  
Loshito as president, the 
press release added. 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): St 
Xavier’s Catholic Church in 
Kidima village of Kohima 
district observed ‘mission 
Sunday’ on October 21 in 
the church’s premises. The 
organisers issued a press 
release on Sunday offering 
updates about the event. 

World Mission Sun-
day is the one Sunday in 
the year when the church 
comes together in support 
of mission. 

Reverend Father Ray-
mond D’Souza, director 
of Eden Garden and Chil-
dren’s Home at Khuzama 
said in his homily that the 
first missionaries were the 
Apostles. The disciples 
were healing the sick in the 
name of Jesus and Jesus 
Christ himself asked them 

to rejoice for their names 
were written in heaven, 
Father D’Souza said. 

The church leader 
called upon the faithful to 
bring people closer to God 
through prayer, love and 
selfless service. He asked 
the faithful to give gener-
ously, cheerfully and joy-
fully. If they do so God will 
reward them in hundred-
fold in return, they were 
told. Jesus has promised 
to his disciples to be with 
them till the end of the 
world, the speaker added.

Reading the Word of 
God, confessions, and 
communions were some 
of the highlights of the day-
long celebration of the sa-
cred feast, the organisers 
informed. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 21 
(EMN): Police Commemo-
ration Day was observed by 
the District Executive Force 
of Mokokchung on Sunday, 
October 21, to pay trib-
utes to the brave men and 
women of the police force 
who made the supreme 
sacrifice in the line of duty.

Mokokchung’s  Su-
perintendent of Police, 
Raguramarajan A read out 
the list of the police per-
sonnel who were killed in 
the line of duty. He said 

that the day was being 
observed to remember the 
sacrifices of policemen 
who defended the borders 
with China  in 1959 as well 
as to pay tributes to all 
other police personnel 
killed on duty.

Since 1961, more than 
33,500 police personnel 
have sacrificed their lives 
for the security of the na-
tion and service to the so-
ciety, he said.

Later, guards honoured 
the martyrs with a salute. 
Officers, invitees and public 

members placed wreaths at 
the Police Martyrs Memo-
rial of DEF Mokokchung.

CRPF
The 78th battalion of the 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) paid rich 
tributes to police martyrs 
by observing Police Com-
memoration Day at Zubza, 
in Kohima district on Octo-
ber 21. Surender Singh, the 
commandant of the battal-
ion and other senior offic-
ers and policemen placed 
wreaths and paid homage 

to the martyrs at the Jai 
Jawan Memorial, a press 
release from the CRPF on 
Sunday stated. 

Every year, Police Com-
memoration Day is ob-
served on October 21 to 
remember the sacrifices 
of 10 CRPF men who were 
martyred fighting the Chi-
nese army on October 21, 
1959 at Hotspring, Ladakh, 
Jammu & Kashmir. 

The CRPF unit organ-
ized various programmes 
during the event.  In the 
evening on the 19th cul-

tural programmes were 
organized.  Likewise, on 
the 21st, a Guard of Hon-
our and a wreath laying 
ceremony was conducted 
at the Jai Jawan Memo-
rial where the officers and 
personnel of the unit paid 
homage. 

The policemen also ob-
served two minutes silence 
as a tribute, the updates 
informed.  

Commandant Surender 
Singh briefed the men 
about the significance of 
the occasion and read out 

the list of police personnel 
in the country who laid 
down their lives in serv-
ice of the country from 
September 2017 to August 
2018.  

Literary competitions 
for children were also or-
ganized on the 21st. School 
children from Zubza village 
and children of the per-
sonnel participated in the 
events, the updates stated.  
Special prizes were distrib-
uted to the winners besides 
consolation prizes to some, 
the unit informed.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): A 
group of 18 church mem-
bers forming the “Solace 
Team” from Kiphire Town 
Baptist Lithro trekked to 
Mount Saramati, on Octo-
ber 19.

A note from the Kiphire 
Town Baptist Lithro on 
Sunday informed that 
they trekked to the peak 
as part of a community 
activity themed “trekking 
for magnificent Creator.” 
The trekkers gave ac-
counts of their journey to 
Saramati.  

Saramati is a peak ris-
ing above the surrounding 
peaks at the mountainous 
border of Nagaland state, 
India and the Sagaing Re-
gion, Burma. It is located 
near Tuensang town, Tu-
ensang district and Than-
amir village in the Kiphire 
district of Nagaland.

The team was led by 
a home evangelist and 
a deacon. The trekkers 
said to have started from 
Kiphire on October 18 and 

reached Thanamir around 
8:30 am. The church elders 
and the pastor of Than-
amir Village welcomed the 
team, offered them hot tea 
and then had a fellowship 
together, the press release 
stated. 

Along with two local 
guides and five labourers 
from Thanamir village, the 
team started off. The first 
group reached the base 
camp around 2:00 pm fol-
lowed by the rest of the 
team the same day, the 
organisers informed. 

‘ We lodged at  the 
base camp and early next 
morning on 19th Octo-
ber, the team started again 
around 1:15 am and after 
a trilling climb the first 
group reached the peak of 
Saramati around 4:50 am. 

The rising of the Sun 
around 4:50-5:00 am was 
a glorious view from the 
top of Saramati. By 5:40 
am all the members in the 
group reached the top,’ the 
updates explained.

“Standing on the bor-
der of Myanmar with a 
field of clouds on one side 
and a magnificent view on 
the other, the team had 
a fellowship and present 
one special song in praise 
of the wonderful creation 
of God. 

Thereafter, the team 
laid one memorial stone in 
scripted the word of God 
from the book of psalms 
30:7 and all the names of 
the trekking team.”

Calling the trek thrill-
ing, and tiring yet refresh-
ing, the team said to have 
returned from the peak 
around 7:30 am. They 
reached Thanamir at 2:30 
pm, the organisers said.  

The team expresses 
gratitude to Thanamir 
Baptist Church for the 
h o s p i t a l i t y,  a n d  t o  a 
number of private citi-
zens namely Yangkhumse, 
Lichumse, Ghoito and 
Taliba for providing vehi-
cles to and from Kiphire 
to Thanamir.       

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
There is a change of guard 
in the Chakhesang Mothers’ 
Association’s (CMA) lead-
ership. The organisation’s 
leaders held a ceremony on 
October 19 in Phek town.

Updates on Sunday said 
that the outgoing president, 
Zaposhelu Venuh, thanked 
the mothers for reposing 
their faith in her by electing 
her their president for two 
consecutive tenures. High-
lighting some achievements 
of the CMA during the ten-
ure, Venuh was appreciative 
that the association had now  
a plot of land in Phek town, 
which is ‘one of the CMA’s 
greatest achievements as a 
long desired wish of the as-
sociation has been fulfilled.’ 

Venuh also expressed 

happiness that a new sys-
tem in the organisation had 
been introduced which is  
presentation of an audited 
treasurer’s report; it reflects 
the transparency and ac-
countability in the associa-
tion. She added that a new 
outlook had begun and said 
to look forward to more  in-
novative introductions.

The new president of the 
association, Zhonelu Tunyi 
is said to have expressed 
happiness at the mandate 
of the community’s wom-
enfolk in her and her team. 
She assured to work for the 
welfare and interest of the 
community and with trans-
parency and accountability. 
She has sought cooperation 
from the people, the up-
dates on Sunday stated.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) has in-
formed that Kikheto Chi-
shi is the new caretaker 
‘CAO’ of the group’s “union 
territory-I.” A note from 
the group’s MIP on Sunday 
stated that the assignment 
was with effect from the 
October 20 ‘in an order is-
sued by the ministry of kilo 
affairs.’ 

“The UT-I appeals and 
seeks full cooperation from 
the Hohos, Gaon Buras, 
various organizations/as-
sociations, church leaders, 
students’ bodies, colony 
chairmen, business estab-
lishments and each and 
every individual for smooth 
functioning of the admin-
istration and peace in our 
society,” it added.
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Members of the Nagaland unit of the Indian Association of Physiotherapy at the Nikos Hospital and 
Research Centre, on October 20 in Dimapur. 

Government officers and salt traders, holding up copies of the ‘salt pledge,’ seen here during the Global Iodine Deficiency Disorders 
Prevention Day programme in Phek. 

Members of Peach Channel and others hold up a banner during an event that discussed peace-making, on October 20 in Wokha. The meeting 
was conducted with the theme “transformed to transform the society,” organisers stated on Sunday.

STATE

Reluctant retirees in 
govt. anger ‘aspirants’  

Fire guts five shops in Tuensang

Physiotherapists confer on antenatal care

Wokha talks peace building values for society

Phek says ‘yes’ to iodised salt; traders assure quality 

Assessors check in on 
Phek college for NAAC 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): Officers in 
the government departments refusing 
to leave their posts even after having 
retired from service are evincing anger 
and discontent from sections of “aspir-
ants” who say their career options are 
being affected. Two executive engi-
neers and four sub-divisional officers 
are alleged to be ‘overstaying their post 
without retiring.’

Two organisations stated to be 
representing civil engineers and an-
other, a ‘technical association,’ issued 
a note on Sunday demanding that the 
authorities start taking action against 
the officials who have set root to their 
positions even after retirement.  

The organisations, Civil Engineers’ 
Association of Nagaland (CEAN) and 
Combined Technical Association 
of Nagaland (CTAN), issued a press 
release.

The note read: ‘We the Cean and 
the CTAN through this, want to express 
our concern and support to those in-
dividuals fighting for their rights under 
Public Health Engineering depart-
ment also through their press release 
dated 9th Oct.  2018 on the backdrop 
of those officers: two executive engi-
neers and four sub-divisional officers 
overstaying their post without retiring.’

These officials, the two organisa-
tions stated, have violated the Na-

galand government retirement Act 
of 1991. The legislation states that a 
government official is to retire after 
serving for 35 years or after attainment 
of 60 years of age, whichever is earlier.

‘These officers not only affect their 
juniors but also us the aspirants who 
will be competing for those vacancies 
through direct recruitment. With the 
increasing number of graduates, we 
the aspirants are directly affected due 
to fewer vacancies,’ the two group 
states. 

“We therefore appeal to the con-
cern authorities to do the right thing 
then to drag this issue to unwanted 
consequences,” the note added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 21: Five 
shops were gutted in a fire 
that broke out in Tuensang 
town on Saturday, a fire 
department official said. 
The incident was said to 
have occurred on Oct. 22 
at around 6.30 pm in Tuen-

sang’s Post Office colony.   
The cause of the fire 

is reported to be of ‘short 
circuit.’ Property worth 
approximately INR 25 lakh 
was said to have been af-
fected by the fire, accord-
ing to the official. It took 
the fire service person-

nel around 30 minutes to 
douse the flames. Three 
fire tenders were pressed 
into service, it was in-
formed. 

The five wooden shops 
were two grocery stores, 
a ticking counter, an eye-
glass store, and a hotel. 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The Nagaland unit of the 
Indian Association of Physi-
otherapy organised a sem-
inar on women’s health, 
specifically antenatal care, 
on October 20 at the Nikos 
Hospital and Research Cen-
tre, in Dimapur. 

The event was presided 
over by Dr. Bonikali Achu-
mi, and the resource per-
son for the seminar was Dr. 
Imnainla Longchari, a press 
release from the organisers 
informed on Sunday. The 
resource person gave a brief 
introduction about preg-
nancy and ‘the challenges 
through all the trimesters,’ 
the note explained.

“She emphasised on the 
changes of posture during 
pregnancy, the common 
problems of low back pain, 
pelvic pain, incontinence, 
lower limb swelling and 
compression problems dur-
ing pregnancy.”

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): An 
“interfaith meet” on peace 
building was held in Wokha 
at the Wokha Town Baptist 
Church in collaboration 
with the Wokha Town Pastor 
Fellowship (WTPF) on Oc-
tober 20. The meeting was 
conducted with the theme 
“transformed to transform 
the society,” a press release 
from the organisers stated 
on Sunday. 

During the event, Arho-
mo C Ngullie, coordinator of 
a motivational group Peace 
Channel, urged participants 
to work together for the de-
velopment of peace in the 
society. “Today, as number 
of violent conflicts still con-
tinue in different parts of 
the world it is time to renew 
our efforts to stop the con-
flict as peace can be built 
only through action, and 
not with nonparticipation,” 
the press release stated.

Suraj Kumar, PRO of 

the 28th Assam Rifles, 
also spoke in a message 
about the power of prayer 
for peace, the press release 
stated. “He shared about his 
life experiences of how their 
prayer for peace and fasting 
declined suicidal cases in 
his neighbourhood,” the 
updates stated.

Further,  Tumben P 
Tsanglao, extra additional 
commissioner at Wokha, 
encouraged the stakehold-
ers to reach out to all indi-
viduals, and try to respect 
and understand ‘everybody’ 
for a peaceful and harmo-
nious life and living. “No 
religion teaches hatred but 
it comes from what we per-
ceived, so peace should 
come from within and strive 
for excellence. It is a col-
laborative effort and ever 
evolving,” he added.

A peace activist, Lian-
gamang Robert, was the 
resource person for the 

programme. He began the 
session with a question to 
the participants: whether 
conflict is good or bad? In 
his training session Robert 
talked about the various as-
pects of building peace. He 
emphasised that conflict is 
part and partial of life.

“Conflict may be good 
or bad, it is based on how 
individual perceive. He fur-
ther pointed out that it is 
fact that conflict has made 
communities what they are 
today. Violence is not only 
the act of hurting someone 
but it is also impairment 
of someone for achieving 
someone’s human rights,” 
the press release stated.

According to the organ-
isers, “High levels of vio-
lence and crime are often 
the symptoms of underly-
ing social, economic and 
political challenges such as 
social inequality, rapid ur-
banization, poverty, unem-

ployment and institutional 
shortcomings.”

Although violence is of-
ten seen and responded 
to as an inevitable part of 
the human condition, such 
assumptions are shifting, 
focus is broadening, and 
an increased emphasis is 
being placed on prevention 
of violent behaviour and 
consequences, the Peace 
Channel stated. 

“In order to make a pre-
ventive effort to be a suc-
cessful peace builder, there 
need to be a better under-
standing of this complex 
phenomenon. Further the 
resource person compiling 
from different viewpoint 
of peace from the partici-
pants stated that peace 
does not mean the total 
absence of any conflict. 
It means the absence of 
violence in all forms and 
the unfolding of conflict in 
a constructive way.” 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Phek district observed Glo-
bal Iodine Deficiency Dis-
orders Prevention Day with 
salt traders in Phek town. 
The event was conducted 
with the theme “iodised 
salt, traders’ responsibili-
ties,” according to a press 

release from the district me-
dia officer of the establish-
ment in Phek, on Sunday.

Speaking during the 
program Dr. Vethihulu, the 
deputy chief medical of-
ficer of Phek district high-
lighted to the participants 
the importance of Iodine. 

The medical officer talked 
to them about the various 
disorders cause by iodine 
deficiency, and about the 
various sources of iodine, 
among other topics. 

Subdivision officer 
(civil) Neilezo Tep also ex-
horted the participants. He 

said that selling iodized and 
quality salt was a responsi-
bility of the traders “which 
can prevent he community 
from deficiencies of iodine,” 
the press release stated. He 
talked about how to store 
salt.

During the program the 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
A team of officials of the 
academic and adminis-
trative audit (AAA), of the 
department of Higher 
Education is said to have 
inspected Phek Govern-
ment College in Phek 
district on October 20. 

The officials were 
there to assess the col-
lege’s performance for 
the National Assessment 
and Accreditation Coun-
cil, a press release from 
the organisers informed 
on Sunday. 

T h e  ‘ i n s p e c t i o n 
team’ comprised its con-
venor Dr. Ranjan Kumar 
Behera, Dr. Vitsosie Vi-
iprii, and HK James as 
members, the updates 
stated.

During the “session,” 
the institution’s princi-
pal, Dr. Vizovol Mekro, 
presented an ‘academic 
report’ of the college1. 
An interaction with the 
members followed. Lat-
er, ‘presentations’ were 
made by the eleven de-
partments, the updates 
said. The press release 
did not specify what the 

presentations were. The 
visitors had separate 
interactions with non-
teaching staffs, alumni 
and the students’ body 
during the visit, it was 
informed.

The assessors in-
spected various infra-
structural facilities at 
the institution such as a 
mushroom cultivation 
unit, a ‘skill centre,’ am-
phitheatre, a botanical 
garden, a science labo-
ratory and a library etc., 
there. 

‘The visit came to an 
end with an exit meeting 
where the AAA members 
delivered their observa-
tions and assessment 
of the day,’ the updates 
added.

The National Assess-
ment and Accreditation 
Council is an organisa-
tion that assesses and 
accredits higher educa-
tion Institutions in In-
dia. It is an autonomous 
body funded by the Uni-
versity Grants Commis-
sion of Government of 
India, headquartered in 
Bangalore.
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NPSC 2018
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salt traders signed a pledge 
that they will not sell non-
iodized salt. They assured to 
‘follow the roles and respon-
sibilities given to them,’ the 
press release explained. 
Leaflets and posters stating 
information about iodine 
was handed out to the par-
ticipants.

Global Iodine Deficien-
cy Disorders Prevention 
Day or World Iodine De-
ficiency Day is observed 
every year on October 21. 
The objective of the event 
is to generate publicity 
about adequate use of io-
dine and to highlight the 
consequences of iodine 
deficiency. 

Iodine deficiency dis-
orders have become a ma-
jor public health problem 
worldwide. According to the 
WHO around 54 countries 
are still iodine-deficient. 
Iodine is a micro nutrient 
which is required for the 
human growth and devel-
opment.

The resource person 
emphasised on the impor-
tance of exercise during 
pregnancy, proper posture 
and home based exercise. 

Dr. Imnainla Longchari 
explained the Dos and 
Don’ts of physiotherapy 
antenatal exercises. Physi-

otherapists from around 
Dimapur, besides members 
of the public attended the 
program, the organisers 
informed.

Prenatal  care,  also 
known as antenatal care, is 
a type of preventive health-
care. Its goal is to provide 

regular check-ups that al-
low doctors or midwives 
to treat and prevent po-
tential health problems 
throughout the course of 
the pregnancy and to pro-
mote healthy lifestyles that 
benefit both mother and 
child.



Kangpokpi district on Saturday.
Another personnel, N Ramaran-

jan, sustained serious injuries in the 
attack.

The explosion is the second in the 
state since the early hours of Friday 
when an IED explosion occurred at 
Kangpokpi district, a few hours ahead 
of CM’s programme.

Singh, who visited the injured 
CRPF personnel at a hospital here on 
Saturday, said it was an unfortunate 
incident in a state that has largely 
been living in peace.

“Manipur has been living in peace 
for the past 1.5 years. Miscreants 
responsible for attack on CRPF con-
tingent will be booked soon,” the 
CM said in a veiled reference to his 
government’s efforts to ensure safety 
of its people.

Singh was sworn in as the chief 
minister of Manipur around 1.5 years 
ago, on March 15, 2017.

Imphal, Oct. 21 (PTI):  A day after 
a CPRF personnel was killed in a 
grenade blast at Nagampal area of 
Imphal West district, Manipur Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh has said his 
government has “initiated a probe” 

into the incident and those found 
guilty will face action.

Umesh M Helavar, the deceased 
CRPF jawan, was a part of a contin-
gent that was returning to their camp 
at Lamphel in Imphal West from 
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Those guilty of attacking jawans 
to face action — Manipur CM

Seven cases of crime against women in Tripura this week

56 years after India-China war, Arunachal 
villagers get INR 38 cr. land compensation 

Railway commissioner inspects new 
BG line from Tetelia to Kamalajari 

Foresters on rescue 
mission kills 
leopard cub in self-
defence

BJP and allies likely to win 20 out of 25 Lok 
Sabha seats in Northeast — Party leader

CPI (M) lodges complaint against BJP for laying 
foundation stone of Ram temple in Tripura

N Biren Singh

SK Pathak along with railway officials inspecting the new GB line from Tetelia to Kamalajari under Lumding 
division on Sunday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1973SUD0KU 1813
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Chefs
 6. All the plant and animal life of a 

region
 11. Swabbing
 13. Type of shoes
 15. 5th letter of the Greek alphabet
 16. Characterized by motion
 17. Enemy
 18. Dockhands
 20. The ultimate principle (Taoism)
 21. Mistakes
 23. Writer Mark _____
 24. Clenched hand
 25. Rants
 27. Hotel
 28. Melodies
 29. Tilted
 31. Yearns
 32. A variety of mandarin orange
 34. A dyed fabric
 36. Goes back to a previous state
 39. A ruffle
 40. Anagram of “Ago”
 41. Challenges
 43. Folktales
 44. One of the 5 senses
 46. Molten rock
 47. Be unwell
 48. Ogre or beast
 50. Delete (abbrev.)
 51. Moving smoothly and 

effortlessly
 53. Distinguished
 55. Anagram of “Sateens”
 56. Arid regions
 57. Depressions in a surface
 58. Gossipy 

 DOWN
 1. Overseer on a tobacco plantation
 2. See
 3. Japanese sash
 4. Murder
 5. Nose (slang)

 6. Scottish for “Child”
 7. Hotels
 8. A lyric poem
 9. Making lace
 10. False identities
 11. Postpone
 12. Chewing 
 13. Coil of yarn
 14. Inhabitants of Scotland
 19. Risky
 22. City in Washington state

 24. Burial ceremony
 26. Escargot
 28. Anagram of “Noted”
 30. Writing fluid
 31. 54 in Roman numerals
 33. Responded
 34. Cooked by radiant heat
 35. Company that provides 

scheduled flights 
 37. Dealers
 38. 70

 39. Flown at the Olympics
 40. Large chimes
 42. Seasons with sodium 

chloride
 44. Anagram of “Stone”
 45. Strong virile men
 48. Glove
 49. Move upward
 52. CBS newsanchor ___ 

Rather
 54. Not old
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Bomdila (Arunachal Pradesh), Oct. 
21 (PTI): More than 56 years after In-
dia’s war with China, villagers of Aru-
nachal Pradesh have received nearly 
INR 38 crore as compensation for the 
land acquired by the Army to set up its 
bases, bunkers and barracks.

At a special function held here, 
Union Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju and Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu distrib-
uted the cheques to the villagers of 
West Kameng district on Friday.

“A total of Rs 37.73 crore has been 
given to the villagers. Those were com-
munity land. So the huge amount they 
received will be distributed amongst 
the villagers,” Rijiju told PTI.

Among those who received the 
cheques include Prem Dorjee Khrim-

ey, who received INR 6.31 crore, while 
Phuntso Khawa got INR  6.21 crore 
and Khandu Glow received INR 5.98 
crore.

After the 1962 India-China war, 
the Army had acquired huge tracks of 
land to set up its bases, bunkers, bar-
racks, construct roads, build bridges 
and other installations.

However, no compensation was 
given to the land owners till last year. 

Rijiju, who hails from Arunachal 
Pradesh, had persuaded with the De-
fence Ministry and got the compensa-
tion amounts sanctioned.

“Lands acquired by the Army were 
done in national interest, but no gov-
ernment has bothered to pay the com-
pensation to the villagers of Arunachal 
Pradesh since the 1960s. I am thankful 

to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
for clearing it finally. Total cheques of 
INR 37.73 crore were handed over,” 
he said.

In April 2017, INR 54 crore was dis-
tributed among 152 families of three 
villages of West Kameng district. In 
September that year, another instal-
ment of Rs 158 crore was distributed 
among the villagers for the private 
land taken over by the Army.

In February 2018, INR 40.80 crore 
was handed over to 31 families in Ta-
wang district.

The pending cases of land ac-
quisition related to the districts of 
Tawang, West Kameng, Upper Suban-
siri, Dibang Valley and West Siang in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Commissioner of Railway 
Safety, Northeast Frontier 
circle, Kolkata SK Pathak 
on Sunday inspected the 
newly constructed Broad 
Gauge line from Tetelia to 
Kamalajari under the Lum-
ding division.

A  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m 
Sr.PRO/Con NF Railway SK 
Ojah, said that the much 
awaited 10.153 Km long new 
line of Tetelia-Kamalajari 
section is now ready for traf-
fic from Sunday. 

The commissioner took 
a motor trolley inspection 

of the line and later tested 
a speed train trial run for 
passenger traffic. The newly 
constructed BG line from 
Tetelia to Kamalajari is a 
portion of the section of the 
Tetelia to Byrnihat (21.640 
Km) new BG line project, the 
Ojah said.

Nagaon (Assam), Oct. 
21 (PTI): Forest officials 
sent to rescue a leopard 
cub in central Assam’s 
Nagaon district shot 
the animal dead after it  
attacked them on Sun-
day, an official said.

A team of forest de-
partment officials from 
Salona Forest Range 
went to Nonoi Tea Estate 
after getting information 
about the presence of a 
leopard cub.

They were to rescue 
the animal and release it 
in the nearby jungle, said 
Salim Ahmed, the Range 
officer of Salona Forest 
Range. 

However, the two-
year-old cub attacked 
one of the team mem-
bers and he had fired to 
save himself.

After post-mortem 
examination and other 
departmental formali-
ties, the carcass was cre-
mated as per rule, he 
added.

Agartala, Oct. 21 (PTI): At 
least seven cases of crime 
against women including 
- rape, attempt to rape and 
molestation were registered 
in Tripura during the Durga 
Puja this week, police said.

The cases were reported 
from different districts of 
the state from October 14 till 
October 19, they said.

A physically challenged 
woman was allegedly raped 
by a 50-year-old man at 

Bishalgarh in Sipahijala dis-
trict, about 20 km from here 
on October 15, the police 
said.

A woman was alleged 
molested by two men at 
Kakrabon in Gomati district 
on October 14, they said, 
adding both the persons 
were arrested by police.

A 16-year-old girl was 
kidnapped from Kamalpur 
in Dhalai district on October 
17. The police rescued the 

girl and arrested a man and 
registered a case under the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act (Pocso 
Act) against the accused.

A tribal girl was alleg-
edly molested at Lalit Bazaar 
in West Tripura district on 
Thursday by four persons. 
The accused were arrested, 
the police said.

A group of youths at-
tempted to rape a girl at 
Jirania in West Tripura on 

October 16. One of the ac-
cused was arrested, police 
said.

A 40-year-old house-
wife alleged that three 
persons had molested her 
near her home at Moloy-
nagar village, 10-km from 
Agartala, on the same day.

A 35-year old woman 
lodged a case at Gokulnagar 
in West Tripura on Dusshera 
evening accusing two  
persons of molesting her.

New Delhi, Oct. 21 (PTI):  The BJP and 
its allies are expected to win around 
20 out of 25 parliamentary seats in the 
eight northeastern states in the next 
polls, a senior party functionary has 
said.

At present, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and its allies have 11 seats 
in the region, out of which seven are 
from Assam.

In the next Lok Sabha election 
slated for early next year, the BJP is con-
fident of winning seats in states where 
it had earlier lacked representation, 
the senior leader, who looks after party 
affairs in the region, said.

Since the last parliamentary elec-
tion in 2014, the party has won assem-
bly polls in two states -- in Assam and 
Tripura -- on its own.

Besides Mizoram, the seven other 
northeastern states are today gov-
erned by the BJP or its allies. This will 
also reflect in next year’s parliamen-
tary election, the BJP leader said.

Elaborating further, he said as per 
their surveys, the BJP is likely to win all 
parliamentary constituencies in Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Manipur and Tripura, 
having two seats each.

In 2014, the party won only one 
seat in Arunachal Pradesh and drew 
blank in the rest.

Besides, the BJP is also expected 
to increase its tally in Assam to nine, 
another party leader who is deputed 
in the region said.

He further said one seat each is 

expected from the party’s allies in Na-
galand, Mizoram and Assam.

Sikkim is governed by the party’s 
ally Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF), 
while in Meghalaya the party shares 
power with the National People’s Party 
of Conrad Sangma.

The BJP leaders underlined that 
the party has succeeded in convincing 
the Christians, who are in majority in 
some northeastern states, that it is not 
against them.

One of the leaders acknowledged 
that the work of the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) -- the BJP’s ideologi-
cal fountainhead -- and its affiliates in 
this region also helped the party in its 
expansion.

First list of candidates for  Mizoram, 
Chhattisgarh, Telangana announced 
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on 
Saturday released its first list of candi-
dates for Mizoram, Chhattisgarh, and 
Telangana Assembly elections after 
long deliberations at a central election 
committee (CEC) meeting of the party.

The party announced names of 
77 candidates for Chhattisgarh, 38 for 
Telangana and 13 for Mizoram.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Ra-
man Singh, who is seeking his fourth 
consecutive term, will contest from the 
Rajnandgaon seat.

Among the 77 candidates an-
nounced out of a total of 90 Assembly 
seats in Chhattisgarh, 14 are women 
candidates and 14 sitting MLAs have 

been replaced with new names, Union 
Minister J.P. Nadda told reporters after 
the CEC meet attended among others 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
BJP chief Amit Shah.

Among those fielded by the BJP 
include former IAS officer O.P. Chaud-
hary and tribal leader Ramdayal Uike, 
who recently left the Congress to join 
the party.

Chaudhary, the former Collector of 
Raipur, has been fielded from Kharsia 
constituency, while Uike will contest 
from Pali Tanakhar (ST) seat.

Besides, Chaudhary and Uike, the 
BJP named Ama Agarwal from Bilas-
pur, Brij Mohan Agrawal from Raipur 
City (South) seats.

Nadda said the BJP will also contest 
the Mizoram Assembly elections on 
13 seats.

The party also released the list of 
38 candidates for the upcoming Telan-
gana Assembly polls.

“The party has considered the 
aspirations of our dedicated work-
ers in Telangana region. Adequate 
representation has been given to the 
representatives of all communities,” 
Nadda said.

Elections in Chhattisgarh are 
scheduled in two phases -- on No-
vember 12 and November 20, while 
the polling in Mizoram and Telangana 
will take place on November 28 and 
December 7, respectively.

The counting of votes will take 
place on December 11.

A g a r t a l a , Oc t . 2 1  ( P T I ) :  T h e 
opposition CPI(M) in Tripura has 
lodged a complaint against the ruling 
BJP and the Sanatan Sena for laying 
the foundation stone for a Ram tem-
ple on a plot of land in a tribal area of 
South Tripura district, where a plaque 
was put up by the Left party a year ago, 
police said Sunday.

Confirming the receipt of the 
complaint, South Tripura Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Jal Singh Meena 
said the foundation stone for the tem-
ple was laid at Matai, a tribal hamlet, 
on October 5 and the complaint was 
lodged on October 15.

The case was being investigated, 
he said, adding that no one was arrest-
ed in connection with the incident.

CPI (M) South Tripura district 

committee secretary Tapas Datta said 
the plaque was put up in 2017, when 
the party was in power in the state, in 
the memory of Mohini Tripura, who 
tried to stop jhum cultivation on for-
est land and was martyred in the 1967 
movement against the then Congress 
government.

Jhum cultivation, which is slash 
and burn agriculture, is the process 
of growing crops by first clearing the 
land of trees and vegetation and then 
burning them.

Datta said the plaque was put up 
on a private land and was uprooted 
by the Sanatan Sena, a right-wing or-
ganisation, and Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) activists.

“This is an attempt to erase the 
history of Tripura’s Left movement,” 

he added.
Meena said the owner might have 

agreed to donate the land to the Left 
party for putting up the plaque earlier, 
but might have changed his mind 
later and decided to donate the land 
for the Ram temple.

State BJP vice-president Subal 
Bhowmik said Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) activists had forcibly 
occupied the land of a local person to 
build their memorial.

“They (CPI-M) were autocratic 
and the common people had no 
voice in the Left regime. This land 
was grabbed by CPI-M activists when 
they were in power. The owner of the 
land was on the dais when we laid the 
foundation stone for the Ram temple 
at Matai,” he added.
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Petrol, diesel prices 
cut for 4th straight day

Goa global investors’ meet with 
focus on start-ups in Dec. — PrabhuDeadline for filing 

Sep. GSTR-3B return 
extended till Oct. 25

New Delhi, Oct. 21 (PTI): Pet-
rol and diesel prices were cut 
for the fourth straight day Sun-
day on softening international 
oil prices, providing some 
relief to consumers battered 
by two months of relentless 
rate hikes.

Petrol price was cut by 25 
paise a litre and diesel by 17 
paise, according to the price 
notification of state-owned 
oil firms.

In Delhi, petrol now costs 
Rs 81.74 a litre and diesel is 
priced at Rs 75.19 per litre. In 
Mumbai, petrol is sold for Rs 
87.21 per litre and diesel at Rs 
78.82.

Fuel prices have been de-
clining since Thursday as oil 
companies factored in sof-
tening of international rates. 
In four days, petrol price has 
been cut by Rs 1.09 per litre 
and diesel by 50 paise.

State-run oil marketing 

companies Indian Oil Corp 
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corp 
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan 
Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL) 
revise fuel prices with effect 
from 0600 hrs on a daily basis.

The rates were reduced by 
a minimum Rs 2.50 per litre 
across the country on October 
5, when the government cut 
excise duty on petrol and die-
sel by Rs 1.50 a litre and asked 
oil PSUs to subsidise the fuels 
by another Re 1 a litre. The 
reduction in BJP-ruled states 
was more as they matched this 
cut by an equivalent reduction 
in local sales tax or VAT.

The price cut follows inter-
national oil prices trading near 
the lowest level in a month on 
a bigger-than-expected gain in 
American stockpiles.

On Friday, West Texas In-
termediate for November de-
livery settled at USD 69.12 a 
barrel on the New York Mer-

cantile Exchange, while Brent 
for December settlement was 
at USD 79.78 a barrel on the 
London-based ICE Futures 
Europe exchange. Brent had 
earlier this month hit a four-
year high of USD 86.74 a bar-
rel.

Prior to Thursday’s cut in 
rates, diesel price had risen by 
Rs 2.74 per litre since October 
5 to more than wipe away the 
excise duty cut and oil firm 
subsidy. Petrol price had dur-
ing this period risen by Rs 1.33 
a litre.

Before the October 5 price 
cut, petrol in Delhi had hit an 
all-time high of Rs 84 per litre 
and diesel was at record Rs 
75.45. This came down to Rs 
81.50 per litre for petrol and Rs 
72.95 in case of diesel. 

In Mumbai, petrol had hit 
a peak of Rs 91.34 hit on Octo-
ber 4 and diesel was sold at a 
record high of Rs 80.10.

Panaji, Oct. 21 (PTI): Glo-
bal investors will meet in 
Goa in December to help 
finance the start-up com-
munity in the state, Union 
Commerce Minister Suresh 
Prabhu said Sunday. 

He said the Centre was 
thinking of making Goa as 
the start-up and logistics 
hub to create more jobs 
and that it will also pro-
mote agricultural export 
from the coastal state.

“One of the problems 
faced by start-ups is fi-
nance. We have called all 
global players who are into 
financing. This event, to be 
held on December 7, will 
bring in global players for 
investment in the sector for 
the first time,” Prabhu said.

He was addressing a 
gathering after inaugu-
rating the ‘green’ building 
centre at Kudaim Indus-
trial Estate by ACC Cement 
company in partnership 
with Goa’s ALCON group.

It is a concept intro-
duced by ACC to provide 
green solutions for build-
ing constructions.

Prabhu said the event 
(to facilitate financing 
for start-ups) will be held 
in Goa annually during 
which the financiers, ven-
ture capitalists, investors 
and growth capital pro-
viders will assemble. “We 
are thinking of creating a 
national hub of start-ups in 
Goa,” he said, adding that 
he is also looking forward 
to see the state become a 
new hub of “green ideas”.

“We are working on 
many things. At the same 
time we have to create em-
ployment for people. If you 
only talk about green then 
what happens to people?” 
he said.

The minister said to 
create employment and to 
keep it clean “we need to 
think about cleaner ideas”.

Prabhu also said a lo-
gistics hub will also be set 
up in Goa as the state has 
all the infrastructure re-
quired for the facility.

He said when he be-
came the commerce min-
ister, he had logistics as 
part of the responsibility as 
for the first time, the prime 
minister has created a new 
department for it.

“All logistics-related is-
sues are under my ministry. 
We are preparing for the 
first time an integrated 
logistics plan for India and 
in that plan, I had said that 
we will keep a logistics hub 
in Goa,” he said.

Goa has a port, rail-
way infrastructure and 
an airport is also being 
constructed by the Centre 
(apart from the already ex-
isting airport at Dabolim).

“Goa is ideal for creat-
ing the logistics hub which 
will result in huge job crea-
tion,” Prabhu said.

The minister also said 
that the Centre has ear-
marked Rs 5,000 crore for 
providing full support to 
the service sector and it 
has identified 12 champion 
sectors for the services in-
dustry. “We want to provide 
support to services in a big 
way so that services also 
become a growth engine. 
Services are the biggest 
job providers. I have re-
quested the Goa govern-
ment to submit a proposal 
so that we can give part of 
the money to the state,” he 
said.Prabhu also said that 
the Centre will promote ag-
ricultural export from Goa 
as part of its policy which 
will be soon approved by 
the Union Cabinet. 

“All farmers of Goa will 
benefit (out of it). Horticul-
ture products and vegeta-
bles can be exported glo-
bally. I have already spoken 
with the UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Oman and they are willing 
to import it from india. 
We will work in a manner 
that Goa develops but still 
remains green,” he added.

New Delhi, Oct. 21 (IANS): The Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) 
on Sunday extended till October 25 the 
deadline for filing the GSTR-3B summary 
return of sales for September.

A Finance Ministry release also said that 
the last date for claiming Input Tax Credit 
(ITC) for the July 2017-March 2018 period 
stands similarly extended to October 25. 

“With a view to give some more time for 
the same, the last date for furnishing GSTR-
3B for the month of September, 2018 is being 
extended up to 25th October, 2018,” a CBIC 
tweet said.

“In order to remove doubts, it was 
clarified that as per the law, the last date for 
availing ITC in relation to the period from 
July 2017 to March 2018 is the last date for 
the filing of return in the Form GSTR-3B for 
the month of September 2018,” the Ministry 
said. 

The Goods and Services Tax was imple-
mented from July 1, 2017, and the GSTR-3B 
for a particular month is required to be filed 
by the 20th day of the subsequent month.

PTI

File photo: Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu.

Liquidity worries, Q2 results to 
chart stock market’s course 

Earnings to drive 
stock markets; 
oil, INR also to be 
watched — Experts

Mumbai to host 2 auctions on modern 
art, automobiles on October 26

Mu m b a i , O c t .  2 1 
(IANS): Second-quar-
ter earnings result sea-
son, combined with 
the direction of foreign 
fund flows and the li-
quidity situation of the NBFC (non-
banking financial companies) sec-
tor are expected to determine the 
trajectory of Indian stock market 
indices during the upcoming week.

In addition, the price of global 
crude oil and the rupee-US dol-
lar matrix will also be other major 
market themes during the period.

“Markets next week would 
again focus on the developments in 
the liquidity situation of the NBFCs, 
HFCs (housing finance compa-
nies),” Devendra Nevgi, Founder 
and Principal Partner, Delta Global 
Partners, told IANS.

The liquidity availability to the 
sector has become a concern after 
the default by some of the IL&FS 
Group companies.

Last Friday, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) came out with new 
measures to increase the liquidity 
flow to NBFCs and HFCs.

“The ongoing turmoil led by a 
financial crunch in the domestic 
economy, global risk-off and wor-
ries over upcoming elections are 
likely to maintain their burden in 
the equity market,” said Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research at Geojit Finan-
cial Services.

“At the same time, it is possible 
that a good portion of these risk 
factors have been digested by the 
market and the upcoming impacts 
will depend on developments like 
stability in global bond yield and 
the trade war.”

In terms of quarterly results, 
companies like Adani Ports, Am-
buja Cements, TVS Motor, Bajaj 
Auto, Wipro, Bharti Airtel, Biocon, 
Maruti Suzuki, Yes Bank, Dr Red-
dys Labs, ICICI Bank and ITC are 
expected to announce their Q2 
earnings next week.

“The sentiment would be driv-
en by the moves in the NBFC and 
HFC stocks and earnings of Asian 
Paints, Bajaj Group of companies, 
Bharti Airtel, etc., which are due 
next week,” Nevgi said.

Apart from the Q2 results, the 
direction of flow of foreign funds 
assumes significance as outflows 
from the beginning of October have 
crossed the highest level in the last 
12 months.

As per data complied from the 
stock exchanges, in just 13 trading 
sessions from October 1 onwards, 
foreign investors have sold stocks 
worth around Rs 19,500 crore.

The weekly provisional figures 
showed that foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) sold scrips worth 
Rs 1,576.01 crore. Besides, the ru-
pee’s strength against the US dollar 
and global crude oil prices will be 
closely followed by investors.

In the previous week, a decline 
in crude oil prices to below $80 per 
barrel and a stable rupee in a range 
of 73 to a US dollar helped buoy 
investor sentiments.

The Indian rupee last week 
closed at Rs 73.32 to a dollar, 
strengthening by 24 paise from 

its previous week’s close of 
73.56.

“Lower oil prices and 
weakness in the US Dollar 
Index can offset the weak-
ness in local stocks and keep 

the rupee in a range for the next 
week,” Anindya Banerjee, Deputy 
Vice President for Currency and 
Interest Rates with Kotak Securi-
ties, told IANS. “... We can expect 
range-bound trading in the pair for 
the next week -- between 73 and 
74 levels on spot.” On the technical 
charts, the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) Nifty50 remains in an inter-
mediate downtrend.

“Technically, with the Nifty 
again displaying weakness after the 
pullback rally seen in the previous 
week, the intermediate trend of the 
index remains down,” HDFC Secu-
rities’ Retail Research Head Deepak 
Jasani told IANS.

“The downtrend is likely to 
continue early next week once the 
immediate support of 10,250 points 
is broken. Crucial resistances to 
watch on the upside are at 10,436-
10,526 points.” Last week, mixed 
corporate earnings and fears of 
a slowdown in global economic 
growth, pulled the two main indices 
of the Indian stock market lower.

Consequently, on a weekly ba-
sis, the S&P Bombay Stock Ex-
change (BSE) Sensex closed at 
34,315.63 points, down by 417.95 
points or 1.20 per cent from its pre-
vious close. 

Similarly, the wider Nifty50 
of the NSE edged-lower. It closed 
at 10,303.55 points, down 168.95 
points or 1.61 per cent from the 
previous week’s close.

New Delhi, Oct. 21 (PTI): Trading 
in the stock market will con-
tinue to be guided by the ongoing 
quarterly earnings season, with 
some blue-chips like Wipro and 
Bharti Airtel scheduled to an-
nounce their results this week, 
say experts.  Key factors such 
as movement of the rupee and 
crude oil prices would also be 
keenly watched for further cues, 
they added. 

HCL Tech, Bajaj Auto, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank and BHEL are 
among the other companies 
slated to announce their quar-
terly numbers this week. 

“The ongoing turmoil led by 
financial crunch in the domestic 
economy, global risk-off and wor-
ries over upcoming elections are 
likely to maintain it’s burden in 
the equity market. 

“At the same time, it is pos-
sible that a good portion of the 
above mentioned risk factors 
have been digested by the market 
and the upcoming impacts will 
depend on developments like 
stability in global bond yield and 
trade war,” said Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Financial 
Services. 

Over the past week, the BSE 
key index Sensex fell by 418 
points to close at 34,315.63 points 
Friday.  NBFC counters would 
also be watched amid liquid-
ity concerns that has hit investor 
sentiment. Trading in the equity 
market may see volatility amid 
derivatives expiry later this week.

Mumbai, Oct. 21 (PTI): 
Artworks of masters like 
M F Husain, S H Raza and 
F N Souza and memora-
bilia related to India’s finest 
vintage and classic auto-
mobiles will go under the 
hammer at two auctions 
here later this week. 

Osian’s auctions - In-
dian Modern & Contem-
porary Fine Arts; and Au-
tomobilia: the Art of the 
Historical Vehicle - will take 
place on October 26.

Among the 67 lots to 
be auctioned at the In-
dian Modern & Contem-
porary Fine Arts Sale are 
Ganesh Pyne’s “The Night 
Watch”; Nicholas Roerich’s 
“Maitreya Series”; Husain’s 
“Elephant in Town”, “Kash-

mir” and “Ahmedabad Se-
ries”; Raza’s “Paysage Corse 
Series”, Jamini Roy’s “Cat 
and Lobster”, “Landscape” 
and “King on a Tiger”; Je-
hangir Sabavala’s “Still Life 
with Fruit” and Souza’s 
“Townscape”.

The automobilia auc-
tion will see the sale of se-
lect paintings of vintage 
and classic automobiles 
and carriages; Hollywood 
and Indian cinema public-
ity material related to cars; 
posters, postcards and let-
ters with an automobile 
connection.

“Osian’s is back to full 
strength, ready to serve 
and help rebuild India’s 
cultural infrastructure and 
the various art and artifacts 

Market Outlook

markets. With the launch of 
our Historical Vehicles Auc-
tion House Division, we are 
adding a new dimension to 
our business,” says Osian’s 
Group chairman Neville 
Tuli.
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Why Can’t Sexual 
Predators Just Say Sorry?

T
he BJP has made it clear by dumping MJ Akbar, 
the former minister of state for External Affairs, 
that the party is not going to take any risks with 
his continuance in office and thereby offending 

women voters ahead the upcoming Lok Sabha poll. The 
union minister resigned on Wednesday in the face of 
pressure from all quarters after showing a typical holier-
than-thou attitude and even threatening to take all the 
women, who had the gumption to bring his demeanours 
into the public domain, to the court.

When a woman journalist who had worked with the 
ex-minister in his earlier avatar as a media Mughal had 
first charged him for sexual harassment, he was away on 
a foreign tour. Over the days, more than a dozen women, 
mostly his junior colleagues in the media, have accused 
him of similar misconduct on various occasions in the 
past. The BJP was in a hot spot as the Prime Minister’s 
much vaunted ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao” campaign, 
which is all about empowerment of women and ensuring 
their dignity in society, was taking a hit with the charge 
of sexual harassment against one his colleagues. Even as 
Textiles Minister, Smriti Irani, and Minister for Women and 
Child Development, Maneka Gandhi had spoken against 
sexual harassment and exploitation of women in general, 
the party maintained a studied silence. The opposition 
Congress and the media organisations demanded the 
Minister’ resignation until he is cleared of the charges 
through an impartial probe. The minister in question, 
one thought would on returning home, issue a simple 
statement saying “sorry”. He did nothing of the sort and 
instead chose to launch a counter-attack.  In fact, writer 
Chetan Bhagat who comes through as a gentlemen in his 
writing, has also taken a somersault after saying sorry to 
the victim as well as his wife. He is now trying to fight back 
by putting up a screenshot of a message from the #MeToo 
complainant. 

In the West, offenders like Harvey Weinstein landed 
in jail and got stripped of their power and influence, the 
Cavanaugh case notwithstanding. One of the all time 
greats of the cinema, Woody Allen, was also forced to 
flee his country, apparently forever, to evade stringent 
punishment. In our country where women were 
supposed to be respected and even worshipped in the 
form of Goddess Durga, Kali, Lakshmi, Saraswati etc., they 
continue to live as second class citizens and the object of 
male lust. Even their genuine grievances and trauma are 
given a short shrift.

Now that the most formidable obstacle has been 
removed from their path in search of justice and dignity, it 
may just be a matter of time before all the other predators 
named or hinted at so far would fall in line. The least they 
could do is to say “sorry”, instead of ‘suing’ the victims 
and extracting a compensation for sullied reputation 
of one rupee as character actor Alok Nath has famously 
announced.

MJ Akbar’s departure may signal the end of the 
beginning, hopefully...

India and EU: The Devil Lies in the (Trade) Deal
Tarun Basu  |  IANS

God’s power is at work within us.

As a young mother, I was determined to document 
my daughter’s first year of life. Each month, I took 
photos of her to illustrate how she had changed 
and grown. In one of my favorite pictures, she is 

gleefully sitting in the belly of a hollowed-out pumpkin 
I purchased from a local farmer. There she sat, the de-
light of my heart, contained in an overgrown squash. The 
pumpkin withered in the ensuing weeks, but my daughter 
continued to grow and thrive.

The way Paul describes knowing the truth of who 
Jesus is reminds me of that photo. He likens the knowl-
edge of Jesus in our heart to a treasure stored in a clay 
pot. Remembering what Jesus did for us gives us the 
courage and strength to persevere through struggles in 
spite of being “hard pressed on every side” (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:8). Because of God’s power in our lives, when we 
are “struck down, but not destroyed,” we reveal the life 
of Jesus (v. 9).

Like the pumpkin that withered, we may feel the wear 
and tear of our trials. But the joy of Jesus in us can con-
tinue to grow in spite of those challenges. Our knowledge 
of Him—His power at work in our lives—is the treasure 
stored in our frail clay bodies. We can flourish in the face 
of hardship because of His power at work within us.  

Dear Father, thank You for putting Your truth into 
my heart and life. Help me to bear up under the 

challenges I face with Your power. May others see 
Your work in my life and come to know You too.

Female Voters, Male Winners: A Paradox in Poll-Going Mizoram

Celebration of Naga Club 2018

E
qual participation of men and 
women is not only a prerequisite 
for justice and democracy, it is 
an inevitable condition for har-

monious human existence as well.  the 
integration of women into the talent pool 
becomes a must. There is no denying the 
fact that greater participation of women 
in the political process would be a pre-
condition for their economic and social 
emancipation. Women’s participation in 
politics can facilitate democracy, not only 
because it improves their civil rights and 
helps them speak out their interests, but 
also because powerful women tend to 
make different policy choices from their 
male counterparts, which are beneficial 
to the local distribution of public resourc-
es and the development.

 It is perplexing to witness the paro-
chial and discriminatory approach of the 
political class on issues of representation. 
While on one hand they appear to uphold 
the banner of inclusive representation 
based on criteria like caste or region, on 
the other hand they display a conspicu-
ous apathy to women’s representation.

The cause of concern is under-repre-
sentation of women in political field and 
decision making the gaps between wom-
en and men on   political empowerment 
remain wide: The declining electoral suc-
cess of Kerala’s female MLAs does not rep-
resent their emancipation and, instead, 
appears to indicate hardening resistance 
to their social presence Paradoxically, The 
states of Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Kerala, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, and Mizoram, and 
the Union Territories of Daman and Diu, 
and Puducherry also reported higher 
turnouts among women than men in the 
2013 Vidhan Sabha elections (Election 
Commission, 2013). this enthusiastic par-
ticipation in elections does not ostensi-
bly translate into proportionate electoral 
power for women and only a few of them 
assume the reins of power. 

We can witness Mizo women moving 
with a sense of freedom on the streets of 
Aizawl; wearing stylish clothes, speaking 
confidently, riding scooters and outshin-
ing men in academics and entrepreneur-
ship, but no space for them in politics, 
which still remains a fief of men. In the 

electoral rolls of 2013, 2014 and 2018, the 
number of female electors outnumbered 
the males, the latest being 1,051 women 
electors to 1000 men. Mizoram has zero 
per cent female Members of Assembly. 
This proves that patriarchy runs deep in 
hill State Mizoram despite the fact that 
this state has more female voters i.e. 3.93 
lakhs (51.2%) as per 2018 electoral list.

Above Table powerfully tells the story 
of the persistent missing voice of women 
in these states. 

The real problem lies in the social 
fabric that does not encourage women to 
participate in politics. Other reason are (i) 
the nature of the electoral system (ii) the 
nature and processes of political parties 
(iii) women’s lower levels of education 

and socio-economic status (iv) traditions 
and beliefs about the role of women in so-
ciety, and the burden of combining work 
and family responsibilities.

Political parties should come forward 
to increase women representatives. The 
absence of critical mass of women rep-
resentatives has pushed women to the 
fringes in power sharing and has adverse 

impacts on their overall political status. 
Gender stereotypes which perceive wom-
en as weak representatives should be 
changes through awareness and educa-
tion. Efforts need to be taken to enhance 
the participation of women in govern-
ance in large numbers.

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Dear Citizen of Naga People,
I really wonder how Naga Club of 100 years to be cel-

ebrated on 29th Nov.2018 by some few selected people is 
very disturbing as they did not know the exact date and 
month of the formation of Naga Club in 1918. Earlier, we 
have seen that the celebration was supposed to be on 

24th Nov.2018. Some says 7th January 2018. This shows 
their ignorant about the Naga Club. Please  do not con-
fuse the people any more and stand firmly behind the 
NSF and NPFHR to celebrate the “Legendary Centenary 
Celebration” as on 31st October 2018.

I have written earlier also for consultation but has not 

been taken into consideration.
After the celebration, we need to debate on this issue. 

A new Office bearers also to be selected in due course of 
time.

Sincerely  Yours
Dr. Vikuotuolie Angami

States Mizoram
Arunachal 

Pradesh
Meghalaya Manipur Goa Kerala Puducherry

Daman 
& Dui

% of Female 
electors 51.2 50.1 50.4 51.0 50.1 51.9 52.0 50.5

% of female 
M.L.A.s 0.0 3.33 6.66 3.3 5.0 5.71 13.33 N.A.

Table: Percentage of Female Electors and M.L.A.s as per 2014 Electoral List

Note: N.A. = Not available     Source: Election Commission 
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BIBLE READ:  2 CORINTHIANS 4:7–18   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this 

all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 
~   2 Corinthians 4:7

Title: India and EU: An Insider’s View; 
Author: Bhaswati Mukherjee;  
Publisher: ICWA/Vij Books;  

Pages: 358; Price: Rs 746

A
bout a decade ago, the European Commis-
sion, troubled perhaps by the not-so-posi-
tive perception it has in India, decided to set 
up what it called a “Indo-EU news agency” 

to produce and disseminate real-time, accurate and 
informative news from the EU to India and perhaps 
vice versa.

After a lot of endless discussions within the noto-
rious EU bureaucracy, they chose an Indian journal-
istic trade union body with little experience of deal-
ing in international news, over the claims of some 
professional news agencies, for its partnership.

The enterprise, predictably, did not last too long 
and the perceptions remained, according to Bhaswa-
ti Mukherjee — resulting in a “continuing challenge” 
with general “lack of visibility in the Indian media re-
garding the EU” and a general “negative tone” which 
some experts have said bordered on “disapproval 
and general indifference”.

Mukherjee, who retired as Indian Ambassador to 
the Netherlands and also served in Paris as Ambas-
sador to the Unesco, has spent the best part of her 
career trying to bring content and meaning to India-
EU ties, which she thinks works much below its po-
tential. In fact, she calls it “a faltering strategic part-
nership” in her seminal offering, “India and EU: An 
Insider’s View”.

Although Mukherjee says that the book is about 
“Europe meeting India”, it is actually an expansive 
and insightful tour d’horizon of India’s long engage-
ment with Europe, such that has not been attempted 
to date, at least from the Indian perspective.

She gives the history, the different dimensions of 
the relationship, Europe’s intra-state dynamics, the 
trade block, the perception factor and, finally, the 
way to go.

As Hardeep Puri, former Indian diplomat and 
now minister in the Modi government, said, it was a 
must-read for anyone dealing with India-EU dynam-
ics.

Speaking at the book launch, Puri said, tongue in 
cheek, that EU’s perception about India — and the 
way it dealt with it — would perhaps change if India 
becomes a $5 trillion economy. Despite common 
values of democracy, language, liberal institutions, 
etc., EU never resisted the urge to be “prescriptive” 
towards India, especially on human rights issues, 
particularly regarding Kashmir and India’s penal sys-
tem.

One of the other strategic areas of difference, 
as Mukherjee points out, is the way the two sides 
viewed their partnership. India was slow to respond 
to EU overtures of a strategic partnership, mainly be-
cause New Delhi was reluctant “to become a pole in 
a new multipolar world”.

But slowly Indian thinking has evolved, especially 
under a nationalist administration, and Prime Min-
ister “Modi has taken important measures to rein-
vent, redirect and reinvigorate India’s foreign policy 
imperatives”. The relationship has appeared to have 
gathered new momentum and will continue to blos-

som post-Brexit, especially with coincidental posi-
tions on climate change and global warming and 
founding of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) by 
Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron.

Mukherjee says ISA will “consolidate the India-
EU strategic partnership”. The only irritant remains 
the proposed free trade agreement, or the Broad-
based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) as it 
is officially known.

Despite 16 rounds of negotiations, the deal is 
stuck because, in India’s view, EU — being India’s 
largest investor and trading partner — is not ready 
for any “give and take” in the negotiation and refuses 
to relent on access to services, of which UK till now 
was the biggest blocker.

Whether Brexit in 2019 will remove this “impedi-
ment” — the British prism — finally remains to be 
seen. There are clearly two ways of looking at the In-
dia-EU partnership, of which no one denies there is 
huge untapped potential: While the EU remains opti-
mistic largely, despite being tough negotiators in the 
board room, the Indian side remains sceptical and 
even cynical, with one former Indian ambassador 
to France publicly averring that the ties “had run its 
course” and it was high time “new ideas” were inject-
ed into the discourse to catch the imagination of the 
youth in both countries and bridge the “perceptional 
gap” that is obviating what should be a win-win rela-
tionship by all accounts.

But, as Mukherjee asks in her profound assess-
ment, can the structural asymmetries and gaps be 
bridged by visionary leadership on both sides?

Tarun Basu can be contacted at 
 tarun.basu@spsindia.in

A farmer in Telangana spraying pesticide in a field. Credit: InStem

Dinesh C. Sharma  | thewire.in

Scientists Develop Gel That Could Protect Farmers From Toxic Pesticides
The gel can be applied on the skin and can break down toxic chemicals in pesticides, insecticides and 
fungicides, including the most hazardous and widely used organophosphorous compounds.

I
ndian farmers usually do not wear 
any protective gear while spraying 
chemicals in fields. This exposes 
them to harmful toxics contained 

in pesticides, causing severe health im-
pacts and even death in extreme cases. 
Indian scientists have now developed a 
protective gel to address this problem.

The gel can be applied on the skin 
and can break down toxic chemicals in 
pesticides, insecticides and fungicides, 
including the most hazardous and 
widely used organophosphorous com-
pounds. The gel deactivates these chem-
icals, preventing them from going deep 
into the skin and organs like the brain 
and lungs. It has been found to be effec-
tive in tests done in rats and researchers 
hope to soon test it in humans.

Exposure to chemicals contained 
in pesticides interferes with an enzyme 
called acetylcholinesterase (AChE), 
which is present in the nervous system 
and is critical for neuromuscular func-
tions. When its functioning is disrupted 
by chemical pesticides entering the body 
through the skin, it can cause neurotox-
icity, cognitive dysfunction and even 
death. When the gel was applied on rats 
that were then exposed to a lethal dose 
of a pesticide called methyl parathion, it 
did not lead to any change in their AChE 
levels, showing it could prevent penetra-
tion of the pesticide into the skin.

The gel, named poly-Oxime, has been 
prepared by researchers at the Institute 
for Stem Cell Science and Regenerative 
Medicine (InStem), Bengaluru, from a 
nucleophilic polymer. In lab studies, rats 
treated with poly-Oxime survived pesti-
cide treatment, whereas rats with no gel 
or sham gel showed symptoms of poi-
soning or died. The results of the study 
were published in the journal Science 
Advances on October 18.

The gel does not act like a physical 
barrier but like a catalyst to deactivate 
organophosphate. An oxime could hy-
drolyse multiple organophosphate mol-
ecules, one after another. And it can do 
so at temperatures ranging from 20º to 
40º C, and even after long exposure to 
ultraviolet light. “Our data suggests that 
a thin layer of poly-Oxime gel can hy-
drolyse organophosphates on the skin,” 
the study notes. “Therefore, it can pre-

vent AChE inhibition quantitatively in 
blood and in all internal organs such as 
brain, lung, liver and heart.” It has also 
been found that the catalytic gel can 
work against a range of commonly used 
commercial pesticides, insecticides and 
fungicides.

“At present, we are conducting ex-
tensive safety studies in animals which 
will be completed in four months. Sub-
sequently we plan a pilot study in hu-
mans to demonstrate efficacy of the 
gel,” Praveen Kumar Vemula, a senior 
member of the research team, told India 
Science Wire.

As the next logical step, the research 
group plans to develop an active mask 
to deactivate pesticides since the gel 
now developed does not provide any 
protection from inhalation of pesticide 
vapours, according to Vemula.

In order to understand the prob-
lem of toxicity caused by pesticides, re-
searchers interacted with several farm-
ers and their families. While many of 
them said they experienced pain right 
after spraying pesticides, they had no 
access to protective equipment or sub-
stances. Farmers, according to the re-
searchers, showed a willingness to adopt 
any low-cost topical method that could 
prevent pesticide exposure.

Dinesh C Sharma writes at 
India Science Wire and tweets @

dineshcsharma.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your optimism will 
be inspiring today, Aries. You will find that 
your lighthearted approach is perfectly suited 
to taking care of any issue that arises. Toss 

a few jokes into the mix and remind other people that 
it isn’t necessary to take things so seriously. The Sun is 
shining as you proudly parade down the street with your 
head held high.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Difficult challeng-
es that have been lingering on the sidelines will 
probably become more prominent today, Tau-
rus. There is a strong possibility that things will 

come to a head. The problem was easy to overlook at first, 
but now that it has taken on a life of its own, you may have 
to consult someone who is more of an expert on these 
types of situations than you are.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You could be the 
one everyone runs to for advice today, Gemini. 
You’re the one with all the answers who can eas-
ily pull the rabbit out of a hat. Trust your judg-

ment and intellectual know-how. Feel free to push your-
self to the limit. If you go too far, you can always take a step 
back. If you never drive all the way to the boundaries, you 
will never know how far you can go.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may get frus-
trated when you find that people aren’t as sen-
sitive to a situation as you want them to be, 
Cancer. While you’re looking to make a strong 

connection with someone, almost wanting to take pos-
session of his or her feelings, that person, in turn, is trying 
to pull back. People are apt to gravitate toward rational 
facts rather than intense, smothering emotions.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A small spark in a dry 
field is apt to whip the hill into flames, Leo. A 
raging wildfire may be underway by the end 
of the day. Know that you’re one of the biggest 

perpetrators, but don’t feel badly about it. Fire is destruc-
tive but also necessary. Clearing out brush and offering a 
fresh new place in which new growth can flourish is an 
important part of the cycle of nature.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Put on some lively 
music you can dance to and really kick up your 
heels, Virgo. It’s time to put away the sour mood 
and have fun with a large group of people. You 

will find that the more you engage in intellectual discus-
sions, the more you will get warmed up to the idea that 
life should be fun, not the pain and stress you sometimes 
make it out to be.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This is a tremen-
dously expansive time for you, Libra, and there 
is very little that will stop your momentum 
once you get going. Your eyes are alive with 

a spark that says that you’re ready to take on the world. 
Believe this about yourself and others will believe in you. 
There is a great deal of luck on your side today, so take a 
gamble in a certain part of your life.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is a good 
time to put things in writing, Scorpio. Your gift 
with words is apt to shine today as you write a 
proposal, email, or love poem. You’re able to 

communicate very well when you put your sensitive emo-
tions aside and concentrate on what you think instead 
of what you feel. Expand your influence by focusing on 
those things that require a more cerebral approach.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The day’s en-
ergy is apt to be lively, making it much easier to 
get the things done that you need to do, Sagit-
tarius. You will find people are more than eager 

to help you. The trick is to integrate your leadership abili-
ties with the knowledge available from other people. You 
will create a winning combination of power and strength 
to put to use in just about any realm of your life.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Obstacles 
that you have ignored are suddenly starting 
to expand beyond reasonable proportions, 
Capricorn. Be careful of what you say as a re-

sult, because your words could spread like wildfire. This is 
no laughing matter. Difficulties in your world are likely to 
crop up, and you will find your ego threatened. Try to keep 
some sort of emotional barrier.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is a terrific 
day for you, Aquarius, and you will glow bright-
ly from head to toe as you radiate your true in-
ner self to the world. You will find profound joy 

in the simplest, most ordinary circumstances. If you run 
out of things to say, feel free to whistle a tune. This isn’t 
likely to happen today, since you will overflow with things 
to talk about.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Tap into the boister-
ous, lighthearted mood of the day instead of get-
ting bogged down with heavy emotions, Pisces. 
This is a good time to engage your mind rather 

than let your heart take control. Be aware of the expansive 
nature of the day that allows you to think clearly without get-
ting bothered by emotions. Take the cerebral route to figuring 
out what you need to do to smooth any bumps in the road.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Found and Lost: An Indian Fossil Hunter’s Chase for Dinosaur Relics
Anupama Chandrasekaran | thewire.in

T
he fossil of the cidaris 
looked like a self-em-
broidered Christmas 
ornament. It was the 

relic of a slate-pencil sea urchin, 
or cidaris, a punk-styled marine 
critter. Alive, it looks like a golf 
ball with spikes, or a comic-
book version of an exploding 
firecracker.

Vishal Verma, a 48-year-old 
fossil-hunter and conservation-
ist, was rummaging through 
an overcrowded closet, sifting 
through a wobbly pile of electri-
cal-fan cartons. They were now 
stuffed with fossils of ancient 
life, some wrapped in plastic, 
others in old newspapers.

Entombed in one of these 
boxes was the million-year-old, 
petrified fossil of the cidaris. It 
was blonde from the limestone 
that had meticulously ripped 
through every cell of its exist-
ence.

Verma had found numer-
ous breathtaking fossils like this 
one. But one particular kind 
eluded him: That of the poster 
children of these relics, the di-
nosaurs.

Manavar is a sleepy town 
in central India, surrounded by 
rolling hills of pale limestone 
and dark volcanic basalt. Dino-
saurs once walked these lands.

On the geological timescale, 
it was the Cretaceous period, 
146 to 65 million years ago. It 
was overall warm on earth with 
high sea levels.

India had broken free from 
Africa and Madagascar. It was 
an island continent in the 
southern hemisphere. A seaway 
cut through its centre and a vast 
ocean spread out to its north, 
separating it from Asia. The 
Himalayas weren’t born yet.

Dinosaurs ruled this period 

– until, of course, apocalypse 
struck.

A widely accepted theory is 
that dinosaurs were killed by a 
meteor or an asteroid crash. But 
other palaeontologists believe 
that a series of colossal volcanic 
eruptions in a part of western 
India decimated these mega-
fauna 65 million years ago.

Sediments deposited dur-
ing what is called the Deccan 
volcanic activity are a treasure-
trove of dinosaur nests and 
eggs. The fossil-rich rocks along 
the banks of the Narmada river 
in Central India were formed 
during this geological event.

In fact, the first dinosaurian 
bones in Asia were reported in 
1828 from Jabalpur, close to the 
eastern end of the Narmada 
river. The bones were of the Ti-
tanosaurus indicus, a gentle 
and giant herbivore of the Cre-
taceous period.

Since then, a vast collec-
tion of dinosaur bones, nerves, 
teeth, claw, eggs and even dung 
have been found in the country.

Some of these facts come 
from a book called ‘Dinosaurs of 
India’, a 100-pager authored by 
veteran fossil researcher Ashok 
Sahni. He is the leading figure 
in Indian palaeontology, best 
known for unearthing dinosaur 
nesting sites in central India.

“It is a thrill that cannot be 
explained,” Sahni said over the 
phone from Lucknow. “The joy 
of finding something is like the 
joy of creation.”

His amazement at fossil digs 
in India is understandable. The 
country’s landscape is a lavish 
buffet of animal relics.

Its diverse fossil wealth is 
partly thanks to a 100-million-
year odyssey. This Noah’s Ark-
like trip kicked off when India 

chipped away from Gondwana-
land, the mother continent. As 
India waltzed up latitudes, it un-
derwent climatic changes. This 
isolation also led to a spike in 
animal and plant species, even a 
variety of dinosaurs, found only 
in the floating landmass.

Jabalpur has numerous 
deposits of dinosaur eggs and 
nests. The city is located along 
the banks of the Narmada river. 
It was amid the barren hillocks 
of this region that the British 
soldier William Sleeman found 
dinosaur bones in 1828.

More than 150 years later, 
Sahni stumbled upon dinosaur 
nests around the same spot.

“I saw these rounded bodies 
and they didn’t look like eggs be-
cause they were silicified. They 
had been covered with silica,” 
Sahni said. “We started search-
ing for more and found more. 
One of my MPhil students was 
with me. He got so excited that 
he went back with a torch”  Sah-
ni had spent many years on that 
site and hadn’t come across any 
dinosaur egg fossils until that 
day. “A lot is luck,” Sahni added. 
“A lot of it is perseverance.”

Vishal Verma is aware of the 
patience it takes to find animal 
relics. In 2000, the fossil hunter 
started scanning the neigh-
bouring town of Bagh in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

He spent weekends cruising 
over 40 km of asphalt to Bagh on 
his motorbike. There, he did his 
version of a superhero flip. He 
shed his high-school physics-
teacher garb and fastened his 
amateur palaeontologist cape.

Verma started looking for 
petrified bones, eggs, even a 
shard of a dinosaur-egg fossil 
in this prehistoric graveyard. 
He was keenly aware of what he 
should look for, as he had spent 
hours studying attributes of 
these elusive fossils.

“To identify an egg, its shell 
is key,” he said en route to Bagh, 
speaking in Hindi. “The details 
on the egg shell tell us whether it 
is a carnivore or a herbivore di-
nosaur. The breathing pores, its 
textures, its shape. If it is spheri-
cal, it is a herbivore, and if it is 
elongated, it is a carnivore.”

He had all these little details 
tucked in his head but his detec-
tive skills proved futile in find-
ing clues in this ancient crime 
scene.

“He had done a lot of work 
and had a large collection of 
fossils and knew where to find 
them,” said Rajesh Chauhan, 
also in Hindi. “But there was 
one thing that he yearned for. 
He didn’t have any dinosaur fos-
sils.”

Chauhan is a former stu-
dent of Verma. He is now a forest 
ranger guarding Bagh’s natural 
history and wildlife.

A decade ago, when he was 
a graduate student of zoology, 
he got in touch with Verma for 
some assistance on a research 
paper. Chauhan was really in-
terested in studying fossils.

It was Verma’s sixth year of 
dinosaur-fossil hunting in Bagh 
and he decided to persevere. 
Now, it was with Chauhan in 
tow.

The morning drive from 
Manavar to Bagh is stunning. 
You wheel past lush rolling hills 
and small fields with saplings of 
various crops.

“You have corn here and 
cotton,” Verma said. “The basalt 
that buried the dinosaurs now is 
a fertile ground for these crops.”

The Bagh Fossils Park is a 
100-hectare conservatory. It 
was an overcast day and Verma 
walked down a mud-path that 
wound around lush mounds to 
sight a small pond.

Back in 2006, on a cool No-
vember morning, Chauhan and 

Verma chose this very spot for 
their fossil hunt.

“On the first day itself. We 
parked our bikes and came here 
close to the pond,” said Chau-
han pointing to a waterbody at 
the park. “And we kept doing the 
rounds and I was a bit unsure 
because I didn’t know to identify 
a dinosaur egg or its shell. Then 
Vishal called out, ‘Come here, 
come here.’ It was the shell of a 
dinosaur egg.”

A while later, there was an-
other shriek. This time it wasn’t 
just another shard of the puzzle. 
It was the actual whole: a coco-
nut-sized dinosaur-egg fossil.

But even that wasn’t what 
left them clicking their heels. 
Over the next couple of days, 
they collected about a hundred 
petrified dinosaur eggs. It was 
one of India’s biggest finds.

“At that time, we didn’t have 
any words. Everyone’s happi-
ness was of different degrees,” 
said Chauhan. “I was excited 
that we found dinosaur eggs. 
And we truly had a windfall. We 
were taking the eggs in sack-
loads. And since we couldn’t 
take them on our bikes, we got 
a friend to bring along a van and 
spent a few days ferrying the di-
nosaur eggs to Manavar.”

It was a monumental find. A 
few months later, they handed 
the eggs over to the Madhya 
Pradesh government. Some of 
these egg fossils were deposited 
at a fossil museum in Mandav, 
a tourist town located 100 km 
from Bagh on a scenic plateau 
in the Vindhya mountain range.

But that wasn’t exactly the 
best decision.

When Sahni and his stu-
dents discovered a whale fos-
sil in Kutch in the 1970s, it was 
tough to find a place to keep it 
safe. The seasoned fossil finder 
literally lugged the meter-long, 
brittle skull along with him 

wherever he went. There was 
always a fear of the fossil being 
broken, misplaced or stolen if 
he didn’t keep it within arm’s 
reach.

“Whale fossils cannot be 
put in your pocket,” Sahni said. 
“So when I shifted to another 
university, I had a problem, you 
know. How do you transport? 
And how do you convince your 
wife and family that I am go-
ing to carry these there because 
they are very important?”

Unlike countries like the 
US or even China, India doesn’t 
have a national repository to 
store fossil finds. Only this year, 
there has been some talk of 
a natural history museum in 
Delhi.

The damage of this lethargy 
is evident all over the country. 
Like Bagh, Raiyoli in neighbour-
ing Gujarat was another major 
dinosaur nesting site. It is close 
to the western bank of the Nar-
mada. But today, Raiyoli has 
very few fossils.

“So much of it has been de-
stroyed and is constantly being 
destroyed. That’s the biggest 
tragedy happening around,” 
said Sanjay Kumar, a Delhi-
based journalist working with 
Sahni and others to push the 
government to establish a natu-
ral history museum. “This spot 
in Raiyoli was a global hotspot, 
which was to be declared a 
UNESCO site. Nothing was 
done and the whole site was de-
stroyed. It’s almost clean now.”

Verma’s find faced a similar 
disaster. In 2013, some of the 
dinosaur-egg fossils at the Man-
dav museum were stolen.

Mandav is located 50 km 
from Manavar, a good two-hour 
drive. Enroute to the Mandav 
museum, Verma tried to sound 
optimistic and spoke of the 
beauty of this tourist hotspot.

“You’ll see when we go to 

Mandu, there will be waterfalls,” 
said Verma. “It will be beautiful 
with a light fog hovering over it.”

But he actually seemed a bit 
like the frugal urban van he was 
seated in. The vehicle groaned 
as it inched up the gentle slopes 
and grumbled through the mist.

After what seemed like a 
rickety roller-coaster ride, the 
museum came into view. It was 
a stunning site. The building 
was perched on a volcanic ba-
salt cliff with a view of the cas-
cading waterfalls.

A family with kids arrived as 
Verma walked through the gate.

They were disappointed to 
learn that the building contain-
ing the dinosaur eggs, a tacky 
egg-shaped, igloo-like struc-
ture, wasn’t open for the public. 
It had been locked for five years 
now, since the day some of the 
egg fossils were stolen.

Verma reveres Sahni. And 
now, he has started mimicking 
his efforts in more ways than 
one. For starters, he isn’t part-
ing with his finds – whether the 
beautiful cidaris he possesses or 
the dinosaur-egg fossils placed 
just opposite his closet on the 
floor of his home.

The curios form a part of a 
traveling museum that Verma 
pedals to educate locals and 
children about the region’s fos-
sil riches. At all other times, they 
remain wedged in pizza-box 
shaped, electrical-fan cartons, 
safely tucked in his crummy 
closet.

“Some people look at fossils 
with amazement as a clue to the 
origins of life,” said Verma. “And 
then there are those who cannot 
understand why we are invest-
ing so much in a piece of stone.”

Anupama Chandrasekaran is 
an independent podcaster and 

publishes audio documentaries 
focusing on deep history via 

www.recordist-in.org.

A Response to NSF’s Statement on 100th Year Celebration of Naga Club

A
propos the Naga Students’ Federation (NSF)’s 
article “NSF on 100th Year of Naga Club Celebra-
tion” which appeared in all the local papers of the 
State in the 20th October 2018 issue wherein the 

NSF alleged that “the Naga Club was defunct for many 
years.” The NSF further alleged that the then chairman 
of the ad-hoc Naga Club Mr. Krurovi Peseyie in March 
2018 at his residence in Jotsoma clearly mentioned to 
the NSF that Naga Club will celebrate only for the tribes 
of Nagaland state. It may further be mentioned that the 
NSF claimed that “the Naga Labour Corps” on their re-
turn from Europe heralded the formation of Naga Club in 
1918, which is the first political and social cornerstone of 
Naga nationalism, etc.

1. In the light of the above mentioned allegations, the 
Naga Club is constrained to respond to these wild allega-
tions and distortion of our unique political history to clear 
the air of confusion in the interest of the future genera-
tions. It may be informed that the Naga Club was formed 
on 7th January 1918, by the then Naga staff of the office 
of the Deputy Commissioner, Kohima. Mr. Rhichalie Pi-
enyü, the then Peskar, became the first President of the 
Naga Club. He was also the first Secretary as well as the 
first Treasurer of the Club till 1942. We have sufficient doc-
umentary evidences in our possession that the Naga Club 
was formed on 7th January 1918.

2.  It may be noted that the first batch of Europe Re-
turnees of the Naga Labour Corps arrived in June 1918 and 
the second batch arrived in October 1918. While it may be 
a fact that the Returnees may have contributed in the af-
ter development of the Club, it will be absurd to claim that 
these Returnees formed the Naga Club in 1918.  As a mat-
ter of fact, the Europe Returnees formed the Naga Elders 
Conference (NEC), however, the date or year of its forma-
tion is not known to us at the moment. We learnt that the 
Naga Club and NEC worked together as a perfect family 
at the same time maintained its distinct separate entity 
since its inception till the tenure of Mr. Peselie Suokhrie’s 
chairmanship of the Naga Elders Conference. In view of 
the aforesaid facts, it is advisable that the NSF maintains 
the factual history of the Naga Club and under any cir-
cumstances, it shall not be permitted to distort the facts of 
our priceless history.

3. The Naga Club has never been defunct as was al-
leged by the NSF. During the Indo- Naga Conflict, the Naga 
Club was lying low due to obvious political reasons, but its 
members were very much alive and active. With improve-

ment of situation, the new team of Naga Club office bear-
ers were elected on 7th January 1982 under the Chairman-
ship of Azüto Rengma. Mr. Kewezü, the Joint Secretary is 
an office bearer of Azüto’s team of Naga Club, who by the 
grace of God is still alive today. Several attempts were be-
ing made to elect new team of office bearers since many 
years, however, all such attempts failed due to the fact that 
then existing office bearer would not cooperate, nonethe-
less, it cannot not be said that the “Naga Club was defunct 
for many years” as alleged by the NSF.

4.  It may also be informed that the representatives of 
the Tribal bodies yet again, in the last instant on 17th Au-
gust 2018, endorsed the mandate upon the present office 
bearers of the Naga Club. The present team of Naga Club 
since 5 years ago stood firmly on the Naga Club principles 
of “Nagas without borders” as was more particularly de-
fined and found in the written statement  of Mr. A. Kevi-
chüsa, a pioneering member of Naga Club as, “It does not 
belong to the Angamis in particular. Neither does it belong 
exclusively to the Kohima people nor to the Christians. It 
belongs to the Naga people as a whole” (sic).

5. Therefore, anyone including the present Naga Club 
officers violating these aforesaid principles shall be im-
peached or terminated from the membership of Naga 
Club. As such, the question of Mr. Krurovi Peseyie, Presi-
dent of the Naga Club mentioning to the NSF that “Naga 
Club will celebrate only for the tribes of Nagaland state” 
does not arise nor the Naga Club have such an agenda for 
the celebration of 100 years of its existence. In this connec-
tion, Mr Krurovi Peseyie clarified his stand in a Naga Club 
meeting stating, “If I said such a thing to anyone to divide 
the Nagas as claimed, then, you check me, tell me the truth 
and throw me out. How can I say such a thing as claimed? 
I am not a fool nor am I a deer to be shot by the hunters at 
all the times. These lies were never in Naga culture and we 
shall never permit such culture during our life time”. Mr. 
Krurovi Peseyie’s statement is crystal clear to all as was also 
clarified in the media on 11.10.2018.

6. It is learned that the idea of the great historic agenda 
of “leave us alone to determine for ourselves” was contrib-
uted by some Naga brothers and most probably discussed 
in detail with the drafter of the memorandum submitted 
to the Simon Commission in 1929. We perceived this to 
be a divine intervention for protection of our people from 
alien culture which formed the basis of our political move-
ment. Therefore, this unique agenda is much more and 
higher than the present state government and has to be 

preserved at all costs. Let us not dilute or surrender this 
unique agenda.

7. It may be informed that it is always the desire of 
Naga Club that the celebration of the 100th years of its ex-
istence with every Naga including the NSF. As such, many 
of the Club’s meeting minutes mentioned that “This com-
mittee shall be constituted after having a consultation 
meeting with the NSF,” in spite of the fact that presently 
many tribes from the state of Nagaland are not within the 
umbrella of the NSF.  The Naga Club has the regard for NSF 
because when the Naga Club President Azüto Rengma and 
Chairman of the Naga Elders Conference Peselie Suokhrie 
during their time of crisis approached NSF President Vizo-
lie Suokhrie to lock the Naga Club building with a strong 
padlock when the Forest Department was about to vacate 
the same. Vizolie with his NSF leaders executed the task 
as was directed by the two elders of Naga Club. Therefore, 
till date the Naga Club gives due acknowledgement to the 
NSF and shall continue to do the same.

8. The NSF, when invited for a consultation meet-
ing by the Naga Club published in all the local dailies on 
28.08.2018, conveyed in the media that they would not at-
tend the proposed consultative meeting and also treated 
the invitation as an unofficial one. To once again request 
the NSF, a respected official of Naga Club, Mr. Medoselhou 
Keretsü, Chairman, Organising Committee, Naga Club, 
officially met the NSF. However, to the utter shock and 
surprise of the Naga Club, the President NSF stated that 
NSF shall not have any meeting with the Naga Club and 
further stated that the Naga Club office bearers are self-
styled, without mandate and if the NSF has any meeting 
with Naga Club, the position of Naga Club would be legiti-
mised. The Naga Club is deeply saddened by this arrogant 
approach of the NSF.

9. Every prudent person knows that the Naga Club 
need not be legitimised by NSF nor recognised by it. The 
NSF has absolutely no authority to define the Naga Club 
whether it is self-styled or not. The mandate of Naga Club 
shall not and cannot be challenged by the NSF. All that 
the Club is worrying and feels bad about is the arrogant 
manner of the NSF by despising their elders, fathers and 
grandfathers. Should this kind of manner or attitude is to 
continue with our student leaders; does it not undermine 
the Naga cultural ethos of respecting their elders? As such, 
it is our constant advice and prayer that they behave as 
students with discipline, humility, integrity, and purity, 
free from all political colours. Our wish is that the NSF re-

mains within their territory as they are representing the 
students’ community today and shall be doing so tomor-
row even after the celebration of 100 years of Naga Club. 
Had they joined the Naga Club to uphold the Naga Club’s 
principles, the Naga Club would have happily given them 
the full responsibility of the centenary celebration, con-
sidering their human resources and energy. But with the 
approach of “use and throw” policy, the NSF is requested 
never to confuse the Naga Club or the Naga public. 

10. It is a fact that the Angami Public Organisation 
(APO) came to the residence of Krurovi Peseyie, President 
Naga Club on 9th October, 2018 requesting the Naga Club 
to celebrate its centenary with all the “Nagas without bor-
ders” which was whole heartedly welcomed by the Naga 
Club saying that it was the desire of the Naga Club since 
its inception. It was so unfortunate to learn that the NSF 
on the other hand has rejected APO’s proposal of “under-
standing and to join together for the occasion” after their 
consultative meeting at Senapati, which is a direct insult 
to the Naga Community, more particularly the APO.

11. Let us be wise and strong enough to overcome all 
our childishness, lies, temptations and arrogances which 
are causing the tendency to break the society and fight 
amongst ourselves with political colours. But instead 
come together to uphold the principles of Naga Club for 
the Naga unity without borders and celebrate the Naga 
Club Centenary with integrity, forgiveness, love and one-
ness. This is the very principle on which the Theme of the 
Naga Club Centenary 2018 has also been coined as, “Cel-
ebrating Coalescence.” Whatever has happened has hap-
pened and the Naga Club have absolutely no hard feelings 
against any individual or organisations. The Naga Club has 
forgiven the NSF, or anyone who has wronged the Club. In 
the same way, the Naga Club humbly begs of anyone for 
forgiveness, if at all the Club has unknowingly hurt anyone 
or NSF in any way. Let there be an accommodative spirit 
in our midst, let truth prevail in our Naga society, let Di-
vine Peace and Love dwell in our big Naga family today as 
desired by our forefathers while launching the Naga Club 
on 7th January 1918, so that we may trust each other, love 
each other, forgive each other and understand each other 
“without borders” to remake our Naga world for posterity 
to fulfil the will of God on our earth.

 KN Mhonthung Lotha Ariyi Neinu 
 General Secretary Vice President 
 Naga Club Naga Club 



NEWS IN BRIEF
Medium-intensity quake hits J&K 
region
Srinagar, Oct. 21 (PTI): A medium-intensity earthquake hit 
Jammu and Kashmir Sunday evening, but there were no 
reports of any loss of life or damage to the property, officials 
said. An earthquake measuring 3.3 on the Richter scale oc-
curred at 1806 hours, a Disaster Management Department’s 
official said. He said the epicentre of the quake in the state 
was at a depth of five km at latitude of 33.5 degree north 
and longitude of 75.2 degree east. There are no reports of 
any damage to the life or property, he added.

Abolish practice of burning Ravana’s 
effigy — Shankaracharya to presi-
dent
Mathura (UP), Oct. 21 (PTI): Shankaracharya Adhoksh-
janand Dev Tirth Maharaj has requested President Ram 
Nath Kovind to abolish the “orthodox practice” of burning of 
demon king Ravana’s effigy as part of the Dussehra festival. 
Talking to reporters here on Sunday, the Hindu religious 
leader requested the president to issue orders to “abolish 
the custom...as it is not only against the basic Hindu culture 
but it also opens the gate for Joda Phatak-type tragedy”. 
He was referring to the tragedy near Amritsar in Punjab, in 
which 59 people were mowed down by a train after a crowd 
of Dussehra revellers had spilled onto railway tracks while 
watching burning of Ravana effigy. He said that according to 
Hindu mythology, last rites of a deceased are performed only 
once, and Ravana’s last rites were performed by Vibhishana 
in the presence Lord Ram. He said burning of effigies in large-
scale also cases pollution.

BJP government will be dislodged in 
Rajasthan — Pilot
 Jaipur, Oct. 21 (PTI): Rajasthan Congress chief Sachin Pilot 
Sunday said the people of the state would celebrate Diwali 
twice this year, first on November 7 and again on December 
7 when the Congress will come to power here. Speaking at a 
‘Booth Jitao, Bhrashtachar Mitao’ event here, Pilot said the 
BJP will be removed from the state and a new government 
will be formed on December 7. He said the BJP and Chief 
Minister Vasundhara Raje were conspiring to remove tickets 
of 100 to 150 sitting MLAs to win the upcoming election, 
whereas the Congress workers were seeking the public’s 
blessings to do the same. He said Congress leaders and 
workers were establishing contact with the people at 50,000 
booths in the state today.
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PM announces national award in 
Netaji’s name for disaster relief workers

Now a #MenToo movement to 
‘expose’ harassment by women

Three militants, 
six civilians 
killed in Kashmir

Sabarimala: Activist Rehana 
expelled from Muslim community

Police commando, photojournalist injured as 
protesters clash with cops; traffic restored 

Health Ministry asks states to set up 
mental health authority, review boards

US-based Dalit writer 
Sujatha Gidla wins 
Shakti Bhatt Prize

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveils a plaque as Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Culture and 
Tourism Mahesh Sharma looks on, to commemorate the flag-hoisting event to mark the 75th anniversary 
of the ‘Azad Hind government’ headed by Subhas Chandra Bose, at Red Fort in New Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

Security on high alert as the first train passes by before resumption of railway services since the train accident, in Amritsar on Sunday.
PTI

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI):  A 
national award in the name 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose will be given every 
year to police personnel 
who do excellent work in 
rescue and relief operations 
during any kind of disaster, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced on Sun-
day.

The announcement 
came on the 75th anniver-
sary of Bose’s declaration 
of the formation of India’s 
first independent govern-
ment -- the Azad Hind 
Government on October 
21, 1943

“From this year on-
wards, we will give an 
award in the name of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose to 
police personnel who do 
exemplary work while res-
cuing and providing relief 
to people during the time 
of any disaster,” the prime 
minister said in his address 
after dedicating to the na-
tion a police memorial and 
museum here

Modi said the award will 
be announced on January 
23, Netaji’s birthday

The Prime Minister 
said the country cannot 
forget the services ren-
dered by the National Dis-
aster Response Force and 
State Disaster Response 
Force personnel in rescue 
and relief works during the 
time of any disaster

“ T h e s e  N D R F  a n d 

SDRF personnel are our 
brave policemen. They are 
from police forces. The 
country will not forget their 
bravery, dedication and 
sacrifice. Many people even 
do not know who they are, 
when they rescue people 
and provide relief during 
the collapse of a building, 
when there is a fire or when 
there is a train accident,” he 
said in a voice choked with 
emotions.

The NDRF and SDRF 
are constituted with per-
sonnel from the central 

paramilitary forces and 
state police organisations 
respectively.

Threats to Indian sover-
eignty will be answered 
with double strength 
Recalling the contribution 
of the Azad Hind Fauj (In-
dian National Army) in the 
freedom movement, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
said that his government 
was committed to taking 
“big and bold” decisions 
and that the Indian Army 
was being modernised as 

per Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s vision.

The Azad Hind govern-
ment was raised by Bose 
during the freedom move-
ment. 

Modi said that “even 
after 70 years of Independ-
ence, Netaji’s dreams have 
not been fulfilled”. 

He acknowledged that 
India has “marched several 
steps ahead” in the years 
since Independence but 
maintained that it was yet 
to reach new heights of 
glory. 

Modi claimed that the 
NDA government was com-
mitted to “achieve this goal” 
by going ahead with the 
vision of a new India “at 
a time when destructive 
forces are attacking us”. 

This vision of new India, 
Modi stressed, is in line with 
what Bose had imagined. 

“It is the duty of every 
Indian to be inspired by 
Netaji, to fight such forces, 
to defeat them, and to con-
tribute to nation building in 
their full capacity,” he said.

The Prime Minister also 
blamed the previous gov-
ernments for looking at the 
country with an “English 
perspective”. 

“Our government is 
changing this,” he said, in-
sisting that the country’s 
sovereignty was an impor-
tant aspect of Bose’s vision. 

Modi recalled Bose’s 
words: “With the power of 
weapons and sacrifice of 
blood, you have to achieve 
freedom and then when 
the country will be free, you 
will have to make a steady 
army for the nation, whose 
work will be to protect our 
freedom”. 

“Today I can say that 
India is moving towards 
the creation of an Army that 
was visioned by Netaji. Josh, 
Junoon aur Jazba, these 
have been parts of our Army 
for long but now technique 
and modern weapons and 
equipments are also being 

combined with them. 
“The strength of our 

Army has always been for 
self protection, and it will 
remain so in the future too,” 
he maintained. 

Modi stressed that India 
has “never been greedy” for 
somebody else’s land.

“This has been our his-
tory. But whosoever poses a 
threat to Indian sovereignty 
will be answered with dou-
ble strength. Several at-
tempts have been made 
in the past four years to 
strengthen our Army. 

“The best technology 
is being made available to 
Indian Army. This govern-
ment has the courage to 
take big and bold decisions. 
And this will continue in 
the future too. From surgi-
cal strikes to making the 
Netaji files public, the de-
cisions have been made 
by only our government. 
The dreams that were envi-
sioned by Netaji have been 
carried forward only by this 
government,” he said. 

Traditionally, the Prime 
Minister hoists the nation-
al flag at the Red Fort on 
Independence Day, and 
in a first Modi did so on 
Sunday because soldiers of 
the Indian National Army 
faced trails by the British at 
Red Fort. 

Modi also laid the foun-
dation stone of a museum 
dedicated to the Azad Hind 
Fauj at the Red Fort.

Bengaluru, Oct. 21 (PTI): 
On the lines of #Metoo, 
a group of 15 people, in-
cluding a former French 
diplomat acquitted in a 
sexual abuse case in 2017, 
has launched a #MenToo 
movement, asking men to 
come out and speak openly 
about the sexual harass-
ment faced by them at the 
hands of women.

The campaign was 
launched here Saturday by 
NGO Children’s Rights Ini-
tiative for Shared Parenting 
(Crisp) to protest against 
the #Metoo movement, 
false cases aganist men 
among others.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, National President of 
Crisp, Kumar V Jahgirdar 
said the group would fight 
for gender neutral laws and 
demand punishment for 
those filing false cases un-
der #MeToo campaign.

Noting that #MeToo 
was a good movement, he 
however said it should not 
be misused to fix somebody 
by levelling false allega-
tions.

“This movement has 
only resulted in bringing 
disrepute to men who have 

worked hard to earn respect 
in society,” he said.

Later, talking to report-
ers, Jahgirdar said unlike 
#MeToo victims, who bring 
about sexual abuse stories 
that happened a couple of 
decades ago, the #MenToo 
stories would be related to 
recent incidents.

On #MeToo movement, 
Jahgirdar further said if the 
affected women have genu-
ine case of sexual misbe-
haviour, they should take 
legal recourse, instead of 
putting out stories on social 
media.

Former French diplo-
mat Pascal Mazurier, who 
was accused of sexually 
abusing his daughter and 
later, acquitted by a city 
court in 2017 also took part 
in the protest.

He said #MenToo cam-
paign was not at all a coun-
ter to #MeToo campaign, 
but to address the problems 
of men who do not speak 
up against women’s atroci-
ties.

“There is real pain 
among men.. They are also 
suffering, but they are not 
coming out in the open 
against women and their 

misdemeanors,” he said.
The false allegation lev-

elled on men in #MeToo 
campaign not only destroys 
children’s future, but also 
families, Pascal noted.

“We make laws to pro-
tect women. That is fine, 
but let us not forget half 
of humanity are men,” he 
added.

Pascal is facing a court 
battle after his wife had 
moved the Karnataka High 
Court challenging a city-
based court’s verdict ac-
quitting him.

Pascal’s wife has cus-
tody of their three children.

The #Me Too move-
ment has gathered pace 
over the past few days with 
a number of women speak-
ing out on sexual harass-
ment at their workplace 
and support for them has 
been pouring in from vari-
ous quarters.

Former Union Minister 
MJ Akbar, film personali-
ties like Alok Nath, Sub-
hash Ghai, Nana Patekar 
and Vairamuthu have 
been accused of sexual 
harassment by a number of 
women under the #MeToo 
movement.

Srinagar, Oct. 21 (PTI): 
Three militants were killed 
on Sunday in an encounter 
with security forces in Kul-
gam district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, while six civilians 
lost their lives in a blast fol-
lowing the gunfight, police 
said.

S e c u r i t y  f o r c e s 
launched a cordon and 
search operation in Laroo 
area of Kulgam district in 
south Kashmir following 
specific information about 
the presence of militants 
in the area, a police official 
said.

W h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g 
searches the militants fired 
upon them, he said, adding 
three terrorists were killed 
in the ensuing encounter.

The officials said im-
mediately after the gunfight 
ended and the forces with-
drew from the spot, civil-
ians rushed to the encoun-
ter site where an explosive 
substance went off result-
ing in death of six civilians.

He said clashes broke 
out between groups of 
youth and security forces 
in the area and were go-
ing on when last reports 
came in.

Kochi, Oct. 21 (PTI): Activist Rehana 
Fathima, who had made an attempt 
to enter Sabarimala temple, has been 
expelled from the Muslim community 
for “hurting the sentiments of lakhs of 
Hindu devotees”, the Kerala Muslim 
Jama’ath Council said.

Initiating action against Reha-
na, Kerala Muslim Jama’ath Council 
president A Poonkunju said in a press 
statement Saturday that she had been 
expelled from the community.

He said the Council has also 
directed the Ernakulam Central 
Muslim Jama’ath to expel her and 
her family from the membership of 
Mahallu.

“Her act hurt lakhs of Hindu devo-
tees,” the statement said. 

Her act was also against the rituals 
of Hindu community, it said.

Pookunju said Rehana, who had 
participated in ‘Kiss of Love’ agitation 
and acted nude in a film, “has no right 
to use a Muslim name”.

The activist’s house was allegedly 
vandalised by unidentified persons 
while she was away trying to climb the 
holy hills on Friday.

She made a failed attempt to reach 
the temple with heavy police protec-
tion.

The attackers reached Rehana’s 
house in Panambilly Nagar here while 

she was climbing the hills.
Rehana, a model and activist who 

was part of the ‘Kiss of Love’ movement 
in Kochi in 2014 against alleged moral 
policing, was among the two women 
who had reached the hilltop, but had 
to return before reaching the sanctum 
sanctorum following massive protests 
by Ayyappa devotees.

Rehana and Hyderabad-based 
journalist Kavitha were taken to the 
hills with heavy police protection.

A mother of two and employee of 
the BSNL, the activist had kicked up a 
row last year by posing for topless pho-
tos with watermelons in protest against 
a Kozhikode-based college professor’s 
statement comparing women’s breasts 
to watermelons.

Meanwhile, a case has been reg-
istered by police in Pathanamthitta 
against the activist for hurting religious 
sentiments.

The case was registered on the 
basis of a complaint filed by one Rad-
hakrishna Menon.

On September 28, a five-judge 
Constitution bench of the Supreme 
Court, headed by then chief justice 
Dipak Misra had lifted the centuries-
old ban on the entry of women of 
menstrual age into the shrine, but a 
section of devotees is protesting the 
decision.

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI):  US-based 
Dalit writer Sujatha Gidla’s debut 
book, which takes readers through 
four generations of her family, at 
the centre of which is her uncle and 
People’s War Group co-founder K G 
Satyamurthy, has been named the 
winner of this year’s Shakti Bhatt 
First Book Prize.

The panel of judges, Sampurna 
Chattarji, Raghu Karnad and Githa 
Hariharan, chose “Ants Among 
Elephants: An Untouchable Family 
and the Making of Modern India” 
from a shortlist of six “because of 
its urgency, its revelations and its 
understated but seamless match of 
form with content”.

According to the judges, “It is a 
marvel how, with so little friction 
or strain, ‘Ants’ absorbs readers 
into undramatised lives of poverty, 
patriarchy, and rebellion, and the 
encounter with subaltern Com-
munism.

“But quite apart from the rarity 
and necessity of the subject - Dalit 
lives - the book is admirable for its 
clean skill and technical execution. 
With no authorial flourishes, it al-
lows the story’s innate passion and 
gravitas to display themselves.” 

Amritsar, Oct. 21 (PTI):  A 
police commando and a 
photojournalist were in-
jured Sunday when pro-
testers pelted stones and 
clashed with security per-
sonnel who removed them 
from a rail track where 59 
Dussehra revellers were 
mowed down by a train, 
officials said, adding traffic 
was restored on the route.

The agitated protesters 
blocking the track were 
removed and train serv-
ices resumed this after-
noon, 40 hours after the 
horrific accident, a railway 

spokesperson said. On Fri-
day evening, a gathering of 
more than 300 people were 
on the tracks to watch the 
burning of a Ravana effigy 
when the speeding train 
struck leaving 59 dead and 
scores injured.

The first goods train 
started from Manawala 
to Amritsar at 1416 hours, 
Northern Railways spokes-
person Deepak Kumar told 
PTI, adding this is being 
followed by mail/express 
trains. Meanwhile, Punjab 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Suresh Arora on Sun-

day said Additional Director 
General of Police (Railways) 
Iqbal Preet Singh Sahota 
will conduct an inquiry into 
the Amritsar train accident 
to fix responsibility. 

There has been negli-
gence on someone’s part 
and this probe has been 
ordered to fix accountabil-
ity, the DGP told media 
persons on the sidelines of 
the 59th Police Commemo-
ration Day parade. 

Arora said it was a tragic 
incident and Punjab Chief 
Minister Amarinder Singh 
has already ordered a mag-

isterial probe under Di-
visional Commissioner, 
Jalandhar, B Purusartha, 
who would submit a report 
within four weeks. 

He said ADGP Sahota 
would also conduct an in-
quiry to ensure that those 
responsible for the acci-
dent are nailed.  At least 59 
people were killed Friday 
evening after a crowd of 
Dussehra revellers that had 
spilled onto railway tracks 
while watching the burning 
of a Ravana effigy was run 
over by a train near Joda 
Phatak here.

New Delhi, Oct. 21 (PTI): 
The Union Health Ministry 
has asked all the states to 
set up State Mental Health 
Authority and District Men-
tal Health Review Board to 
ensure effective implemen-
tation of the Mental Health 
Care Act, 2017.

The Act got the assent 
of the president on April 7 
last year. 

The State Mental Health 
Authority which will com-
prise officials of the state 
government and other 
members working in the 
mental health sector is sup-
posed to oversee the effec-
tive implementation of the 
provisions of the Act, an 
official statement said. 

While, the District Men-
tal Health Review Boards 
will address public griev-
ances related to violation 
of the provisions of the Act.

“As per the provisions 

of the Act, the state govern-
ments are required to take 
certain actions like estab-
lishment of State Mental 
Health Authorities, crea-
tion of State Mental Health 
Authorities Funds and set-
ting up of Mental Health 
Review Boards,” said a letter 
written to chief secretaries 
and principal secretaries 
(health).

“The state government 
shall also take necessary 
steps to integrate mental 
health services into general 
health care services at all 
levels of health care, includ-
ing primary, secondary and 
tertiary health care, and 
in all health programmes 
run by the government. 
These actions are essential 
to be completed in a time-
bound manner and given 
adequate publicity so as to 
ensure timely implementa-
tion of the provisions of the 

Act,” it said. 
According to the Mental 

Health Care Act-2017, every 
person with mental illness 
shall be treated as equal to 
persons with physical ill-
ness in the provision of all 
health care.

Also, attempts to com-
mit suicide by a mentally ill 
person will not be punish-
able under the law. The Act 
also prohibits use of elec-
tro-convulsive therapy, re-
ferred to as “shock therapy”, 
without the use of muscle 
relaxants and anaesthesia 
on a patient suffering from 
mental illness.

Besides this, such pa-
tients cannot be chained in 
any manner as per the Act. 

The ministry in col-
laboration with NIMHANS 
Bengaluru, Central Insti-
tute of Psychiatry, Ranchi 
and Lokopriya Gopinath 
Bordoloi Regional Institute 

of Mental Health, Tezpur is 
conducting online courses 
for medical officers, psy-
chologists, social workers 
and nurses to make them 
equipped with skills to han-
dle persons with mental 
illnesses.

This initiative of the 
ministry is aimed at ad-
dressing the gap between 
requirement and availabil-
ity of professionals to han-
dle persons with mental 
illnesses.

The Health Ministry has 
also taken cognisance of 
acute shortage of qualified 
manpower in the field like 
psychiatrists, psycholo-
gists, social workers, clinical 
psychologists and mental 
health nurses.

A g a i n s t  t h e  r e -
q u i re m e n t  o f  1 3 , 5 0 0  
 psychiatrists, there are 
around 4,000 psychiatrists 
as on January 2015.
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Israel freezes demolition of 
Bedouin village in West Bank

‘We don’t know where the body is,’ says Saudi FM on Jamal Khashoggi

Maldives top court upholds presidential election result 22 dead, 171 injured 
after train flips in Taiwan

Voting underway 
for second round 
of Pak bypolls

Afghan polling centres plagued by problems as casualties surge

22 miners trapped in China coal mine accident

Russia warns Trump over ‘dangerous’ plan to quit nuclear treaty

Khan Al-Ahmar Oct. 21 (PTI/AFP): 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has frozen plans to demolish a 
strategically located Bedouin village 
in the occupied West Bank that have 
drawn international concern, his office 
said Sunday. 

The surprise move, which came as 
Israeli forces were completing prepara-
tions for the evictions and demolition of 
Khan al-Ahmar, raised the ire of Netan-
yahu’s rightwing coalition partners, 
while the village’s Palestinian residents 
remained skeptical that an amicable 
solution was possible.

“The intention is to give a chance 
to the negotiations and the offers we 
received from different bodies, includ-
ing in recent days,” a statement from 
Netanyahu’s office said about Khan 
al-Ahmar.

But speaking later ahead of a meet-
ing with US Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, Netanyahu appeared to play 
down the latest move and insisted the 
village would still be razed.

“It’s our policy and it will take place,” 
he said. 

“I have no intention on delaying 
it indefinitely, but for a short, limited 
period.” 

Netanyahu said the length of the 
delay would be determined by Israel’s 
security cabinet, which was due to con-
vene later Sunday.

Israeli authorities say the small vil-
lage, located east of Jerusalem along a 
road leading to the Dead Sea, was built 
illegally, and they have given residents 
until the beginning of October to leave 
and demolish their structures. 

The decision to evict the villagers 
followed years of legal battles and after 
negotiated attempts to agree on an al-
ternative site for relocation failed.

The fate of Khan al-Ahmar has 
drawn international concern, with Eu-
ropean countries calling on Israel not to 
move ahead with plans to demolish it.

Israel’s supreme court on Septem-
ber 5 rejected a final appeal against the 
demolition, but following that ruling, 

there have been unofficial attempts to 
reach understandings, a lawyer repre-
senting the village’s residents told AFP.

“Our offers were based on what we 
told the court, that we’re willing to move 
a few hundred metres to the north,” 
Tawfiq Jabareen said.

The government has yet to respond 
to the proposals, Jabareen said, refusing 
to divulge the identity of the person at-
tempting to mediate between the sides.

In Khan al-Ahmar, residents said 
they would stay put and doubted 
Netanyahu’s sincerity. “Our strategy is 
to stay in our land, and we will not leave 
it,” Eid al-Jahalin told AFP.

Ibrahim Abu Dahuk said Netan-
yahu’s decision could be “a trick” to 
prompt activists camping out at the site 
to leave ahead of a forceful eviction.

“We do not trust the Jews,” he said.
Netanyahu’s move raised the ire of 

his two major coalition partners, with 
Defence Minister Avigdor Lieberman 
saying he opposed the decision to delay 
the demolition.

Education Minister Naftali Bennett 
also insisted the law must be upheld, 
“even if the international community 
opposes and threatens,” pledging his 
Jewish Home party would “ensure it 
happens”. On Wednesday, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court’s chief prosecutor 
warned that Israel’s planned “evacua-
tion by force” of the village could con-
stitute a war crime.

The residents have refused to leave 
on their own, and Israel had been mak-
ing preparations to expel the residents 
and demolish the village.

Khan al-Ahmar, home to approxi-
mately 200 people, is situated in a stra-
tegic spot near Israeli settlements, the 
expansion of which could effectively cut 
the West Bank into two. 

Last month, Britain, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Sweden, Belgium, Poland 
and the Netherlands warned that the 
demolition “would severely threaten the 
viability of the two-state solution”, call-
ing on Israeli authorities to “reconsider 
their decision to demolish”.

Washington, Oct. 21 (PTI/AFP): 
Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Adel 
al-Jubeir said Sunday the kingdom 
did not know where the body of 
slain journalist Jamal Khashoggi was, 
despite admitting to the killing and 
calling it a “tremendous mistake.” 

Speaking in an interview on Fox 
News, Jubeir said the Saudi leader-
ship initially believed Khashoggi had 

left its consulate in Istanbul, where 
he was last seen on October 2.

But following “reports we were 
getting from Turkey,” Saudi authori-
ties began an investigation, which 
discovered he was killed in the dip-
lomatic mission.

“We don’t know, in terms of de-
tails, how. We don’t know where the 
body is,” Jubeir said, adding that the 

Saudi public prosecutor had put out 
orders to detain 18 individuals, “the 
first step in a long journey.” 

He termed the killing a “tremen-
dous mistake” but one which the US-
Saudi relationship would eventually 
overcome.

“The individuals who did this 
did this outside the scope of their 
authority. There obviously was a tre-

mendous mistake made, and what 
compounded the mistake was the at-
tempt to try to cover up,” Jubeir told 
Fox News. “That is unacceptable in 
any government. These things unfor-
tunately happen. We want to make 
sure that those who are responsible 
are punished and we want to make 
sure we have procedures in place to 
prevent it from happening again.” 

Male, Oct. 21 (IANS): The top court in 
the Maldives on Sunday upheld the 
recent presidential election result, and 
dismissed a petition by the outgoing 
incumbent, who accused the electoral 
commission of vote-rigging.

The five-member bench of the Su-
preme Court unanimously said it found 
no evidence the commission unfairly 
aided Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to victo-

ry in the September 23 election, which 
spelled the end of incumbent Abdulla 
Yameen’s tenure, Efe news reported.

“We are pleased that the court ruled 
unanimously to uphold the will of the 
people. There is zero evidence that the 
election was fixed. President Yameen 
should do the honorable thing: accept 
defeat and ensure a smooth transfer of 
power,” tweeted Mariya Didi, spokes-

woman for the president-elect Solih.
Yameen conceded defeat a day after 

the election but later brought his case 
against the winner to the top court, 
citing complaints from supporters of 
his ruling Progressive Party of Maldives 
(PPM). 

He accused the electoral body of 
using invisible ink and chemicals to 
rig votes.

Yilan, Oct. 21 (PTI/AFP): At 
least 22 people have died after 
an express train derailed and 
flipped over on a popular coast-
al tourist route in Taiwan on 
Sunday, the island’s worst rail 
accident for more than 20 years. 

Taiwan’s railways admin-
istration confirmed 22 people 
had been killed and said 171 
people had been injured, 10 
seriously, in the accident in 
northeastern Yilan county.

Authorities have not con-
firmed if any passengers remain 
trapped alive inside the train. 
An AFP reporter at the scene 
said that more bodies were be-
ing brought out of the wrecked 
carriages.

Images from the site showed 
the Puyuma Express train com-
pletely derailed and lying zig-
zagged across the track.All of 
the train’s eight carriages had 
derailed and five had flipped 
onto their side near Xinma sta-
tion, the railways administra-
tion said.

“There are four carriages 
that were overturned at 90 de-
grees and the worst casualties 
were in those carriages,” Jason 
Lu, head of the Taiwan Railways 
Administration told reporters.

“The exact cause of the acci-
dent is pending investigation,” 
he added.

Chang Yi-long, 62, told AFP 
that he had “heard a loud bang” 
as he was working at a con-
struction site nearby.When he 
arrived at the scene he saw local 
residents helping train passen-

gers to escape.
One passenger told Apple 

Daily Taiwan that the train had 
put on its “emergency brake” 
twice on the journey and that 
the electricity supply had been 
patchy.

Hong Kong’s broadcaster 
RTHK reported another passen-
ger saying the train had been 
preparing to accelerate before 
overturning and had been shak-
ing intensely, adding that some 
passengers were asleep at the 
time of the accident.

Taiwan authorities said the 
accident had happened at 4:50 
pm local time (0850 GMT).

The railways administration 
said there had been 366 people 
on board the service en route 
to the southern city of Taitung.

The defence ministry said it 
had sent in 120 soldiers to help 
the rescue.

President Tsai Ing-wen de-
scribed the accident as a “major 
tragedy” in a Tweet Sunday 
evening.

The crash was the worst 
rail accident in Taiwan since 
1991 when 30 passengers were 
killed and 112 injured after two 
trains collided in Miaoli. Thirty 
were also killed in 1981 after a 
truck collided with a passenger 
train at a level crossing and sent 
coaches over a bridge in Hsin-
chu. The worst crash in recent 
years was in 2003 when 17 died 
and 156 were injured after a 
train on the Alishan mountain 
railway plunged into a chasm 
at the side of the track.

Karachi/Peshawar, Oct. 21 (PTI): Polling 
for Pakistan’s second round of by-elections 
in three national and provincial assembly 
constituencies in Karachi and Peshawar 
were underway amidst strict security. 

A total of 858,866 voters are eligible to 
cast their ballots in the by-polls, which were 
necessitated after the candidates elected 
on them in the July 25 general elections 
tendered their resignations. 

All three of the winners belonged to the 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI).

Arif Alvi, who was elected from NA-247, 
resigned after being elected the country’s 
president. Imran Ismail, who had won from 
PS-111 (Karachi South), gave up his seat af-
ter being appointed as the Sindh governor, 
while Shah Farman resigned from PK-71 
Peshawar after being named the governor 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The elections to the NA-247 seat will 
see a close contest between PTI’s billionaire 
businessman and real estate developer 
nominee Aftab Hussain Siddiqui and Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP) showbiz celebrity 
candidate Qaiser Nizamani. 

There are around 5,46,451 voters in the 
constituency where 240 polling stations 
have been set-up.

Heavy security arrangements were seen 
for the NA-247 by-election in Karachi. Hun-
dreds of army and paramilitary personnel, 
and policemen were seen on duty around 
and inside the polling stations. 

Twelve candidates are in the fray for the 
NA-247 seat, while 15 for PS-111 and five 
for PK-71. 

The first phase was held on October 
14 for 11 National and 24 Provincial As-
semblies where the ruling PTI and the op-
position Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) won most of the seats.

Kabul, Oct. 21 (PTI/AFP): 
Problems plagued hundreds 
of Afghan polling centres 
Sunday in the shambolic 
legislative election’s sec-
ond day of voting, fuelling 
criticism of organisers and 
eroding hopes for credible 
results after a ballot marred 
by deadly violence. 

As voters once again 
braved the threat of militant 
attacks, an AFP tally of casu-
alty figures from across the 
war-torn country showed 
the number of civilians 
and security forces killed or 
wounded in polling-related 
violence on Saturday was 
nearly 300.That was more 
than four times the latest fig-
ures released by the interior 
ministry.

The huge discrepancy 
supports speculation that 
officials have deliberately 
downplayed the violence, 
adding to concerns about 
the lack of transparency and 
credibility of the long-de-
layed election that is seen as 
a dry run for next year’s pres-
idential vote. At some of the 
253 polling centres opened 
for voting on Sunday, elec-
tion workers still struggled 
to use biometric verifica-
tion devices and voter rolls 
were “either incomplete 

or non-existent”, Electoral 
Complaints Commission 
spokesman Ali Reza Rohani 
told reporters.

“Most of the problems 
we had yesterday still exist 
today,” said Rohani, adding 
some polling sites again 
opened late and had insuf-
ficient ballot papers.

Another 148 polling sites 
that were supposed to open 
remained closed for security 
reasons, the Independent 
Election Commission (IEC) 
told AFP.

The IEC’s chronic mis-
handling of the parliamen-
tary election, which is the 
third since the fall of the 
Taliban in 2001, has all but 
dashed hopes it can com-
petently organise the presi-
dential ballot, scheduled 
for April.

“This does not bode well 
for next year,” Afghanistan 
Analysts Network co-direc-
tor Thomas Ruttig told AFP.

“The IEC has clearly 
shown its lack of capac-
ity to run acceptable and 
transparent elections, in-
stead publishing doctored 
figures.” A Western official, 
who had monitored the 
months-long preparations, 
told AFP they had no confi-
dence left in the IEC.

“None at all,” they said 
on the condition of ano-
nymity.

“There are a lot of doubts 
that they would be able to 
handle the presidential elec-
tion properly,” political ana-
lyst Haroun Mir said.

IEC figures show around 
four million Afghans risked 
their lives to vote over the 
weekend -- many waiting 
hours for polling centres 
to open -- despite scores of 
militant attacks.

Elections will be held 
in the southern province 

of Kandahar on October 27 
after voting was delayed by 
Thursday’s assassination of 
a powerful police chief.

Nearly nine million vot-
ers registered for the par-
liamentary election, but 
many suspect a significant 
number of those were 
based on fake identification 
documents that fraudsters 
planned to use to stuff bal-
lot boxes. Yet the fact any 
Afghans turned out to vote 
was an achievement in itself, 
some observers noted.

“The people of Afghani-

stan showed that they are 
still hopeful for their future,” 
Mir said.

Speaking after polls 
closed Sunday, President 
Ashraf Ghani challenged the 
Taliban to “show if your way 
or the way of democracy is 
preferred by the people”.

The Taliban had issued 
several warnings in the days 
leading up to the poll de-
manding the more than 
2,500 candidates for the 
lower house withdraw from 
the race and for voters to 
stay home.

Beijing, Oct. 21 (IANS): 
Twenty-two miners were 
trapped following a coal 
mine accident in China’s 
Shandong province, au-
thorities reported on Sun-
day.

The miners were trapped 
after a rock burst on Satur-
day night inside the mine in 
Yuncheng district, reports 
Efe news.

According to the au-
thorities, the ventilation 
system inside the mine has 
started functioning again 
and rescue operations were 
underway.

In August, 13 miners 
were killed in a mine explo-
sion in southern China.

Chinese mines, espe-
cially coal mines - the coun-
try’s main source of energy 
-, have a high accident rate 
and are among the most 
dangerous in the world, 
although in recent years the 
number of fatal accidents 
has fallen significantly.

In 2017, there were 219 

accidents in Chinese coal 
mines with 375 deaths, a 
drop of 28.7 per cent on the 

death toll of 2016 and 20 
times lower than the figure 
recorded during the early 

2000s, when up to 7,000 
people died in mine acci-
dents each year.

Moscow, Oct. 21 (PTI/AFP): Moscow 
on Sunday warned US President Don-
ald Trump that his plan to ditch a Cold 
War-era nuclear weapons treaty with 
Russia was a dangerous step. 

Ex-Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev, who signed the original 
document back in 1987, condemned 
the move as showing Trump’s “lack of 
wisdom.” 

Russian deputy foreign minister 
Sergei Ryabkov warned that with-
drawal “would be a very dangerous 
step” and said Washington faced in-
ternational condemnation in its bid 
for “total supremacy” in the military 
sphere.

He insisted that Moscow observed 
“in the strictest way” the three-dec-
ade-old Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty, known as the INF, while 
accusing Washington of “flagrant 
violations”.

The treaty was signed by then US 

president Ronald Reagan and Gor-
bachev, the last Soviet leader, who on 
Sunday told Interfax news agency that 
“dropping these agreements... shows 
a lack of wisdom” and is a “mistake”.

Germany “regrets the planned 
withdrawal” and it will require discus-
sion among NATO countries, a gov-
ernment spokeswoman said, calling 
the treaty “an important element of 
arms control”.

But Trump on Saturday claimed 
Russia had long violated the treaty.

“We’re the ones who have stayed 
in the agreement and we’ve honoured 
the agreement, but Russia has not un-
fortunately honored the agreement, 
so we’re going to terminate the agree-
ment and we’re going to pull out,” he 
told reporters.

“Russia has violated the agree-
ment. They’ve been violating it for 
many years,” he said.

“And we’re not going to let them 

violate a nuclear agreement and go 
out and do weapons (while) we’re not 
allowed to.” 

Trump’s National Security Advi-
sor John Bolton arrived in Moscow 
on Sunday and is set to meet Russia’s 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on 
Monday.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov told Russian news agencies that 
President Vladimir Putin may also 
meet Bolton to seek “clarifications”.

The row comes ahead of what 
is expected to be a second summit 
between Trump and Putin this year.

The Trump administration has 
complained of Moscow’s deploy-
ment of Novator 9M729 missiles, 
which Washington says fall under the 
treaty’s ban on missiles that can travel 
distances between 310 and 3,400 
miles (500 and 5,500 kilometres).

The INF resolved a crisis over So-
viet nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles 

targeting Western capitals.
The latest rift could have “the 

most lamentable consequences”, 
political analyst Alexei Arbatov told 
Interfax news agency, dragging Russia 
into a “new cycle of the arms race”.

A Russian foreign ministry official 
earlier accused Washington of imple-
menting policy “toward dismantling 
the nuclear deal”.

For many years, Washington has 
been “deliberately and step by step 
destroying the basis for the agree-
ment,” said the unnamed official 
quoted by state news agencies.

The official accused the United 
States of backing out of international 
agreements that put it on an equal 
footing with other countries because 
it wanted to protect American “excep-
tionalism”.

Russian Senator Alexei Pushkov 
wrote on Twitter that the move was 
“the second powerful blow against 

the whole system of strategic stability 
in the world” after Washington’s 2001 
withdrawal from the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile treaty. Bolton himself is pres-
suring Trump to leave the INF and 
has blocked talks to extend the New 
Start treaty on strategic missiles set 
to expire in 2021, according to The 
Guardian newspaper.

US withdrawal from the INF “will 
destroy any prospects of extending 
the New Start treaty,” the head of the 
Russian Senate’s foreign affairs com-
mittee Konstantin Kosachev warned 
on Facebook.

The US plan to withdraw from the 
INF is also targeting China. 

As a non-signatory, Beijing can 
develop intermediate-range nuclear 
weapons without constraints.

US-Russia ties are under deep 
strain over accusations that Moscow 
meddled in the 2016 US presidential 
election. 

The two countries are also at odds 
over Russian support for the Syrian 
government in the country’s civil war, 
and the conflict in Ukraine.

On Friday, the US Justice Depart-
ment indicted the finance chief of 
Russia’s leading troll farm for allegedly 
interfering with US congressional 
elections to be held in November.

Russia accused the United States 
of fabricating the charges.

While no new summit between 
Trump and Putin has yet been an-
nounced, one is expected in the 
near future. The two leaders will be 
in Paris on November 11 to attend 
commemorations marking 100 years 
since the end of World War I. 

A senior Trump administration 
official said another potential date 
could be when both presidents at-
tend the Group of 20 meeting in 
Buenos Aires on November 30 and 
December 1.

AP/PTI

Women line up outside a polling station during Parliamentary election in western Herat city, Afghanistan, 
Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018. 

AP/PTI

In this photo released by China’s Xinhua News Agency, a worker is carried on a stretcher out of the Longyun 
coal mine in Yuncheng County, east China’s Shandong Province, Sunday, Oct. 21, 2018. Twenty were trapped in 
the coal mine Sunday after a rock burst destroyed part of a mining tunnel. 
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PB Acharya, seated in vest organisers and participants at the award ceremony of the Kohima Mega Dance Fiesta at the State Academy Hall, 
in Kohima on October 20.

Selma Blair has multiple sclerosis
Actress Selma Blair has revealed she has been diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. Blair, 46, 
shared on Saturday that she received the news in August, after finally seeing a doctor at the 
urging of fellow actor and friend Elizabeth Berkley Lauren, reports dailymail.co.uk. “I was 
in this wardrobe fitting two days ago. And I am in the deepest gratitude. So profound, it 
is, I have decided to share,” Blair wrote in an Instagram post. “The brilliant costumer Alisa 
Swanson not only designs the pieces Harper Glass will wear on this new show (‘Another 
Life’), but she carefully gets my legs in my pants, pulls my tops over my head, buttons my 
coats and offers her shoulder to steady myself. I have multiple sclerosis.” Since her diag-
nosis at 10.30 p.m. on August 16, she has had love and support from her friends, including 
actresses Jaime King and Sarah Michelle Gellar, reports dailymail.co.uk. (IANS)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm and 8 pm: Namaste 
England (Hindi)

5.30 pm: Venom (Eng)

Harassment stories anger me: Raveena Tandon on #MeToo

BTS’s RM announces new solo mix tape, 
reveals track list and collaborations

Kohima Mega Dance Fiesta held

Anu Malik 
takes break 
from ‘Indian 
Idol’ amid 
sexual 
harassment 
allegations

S
upporting India’s #MeToo movement, 
Raveena Tandon says even though 
she has not been a victim of sexual 
harassment, the countless stories of 
ill-treatment of women anger her. 

The 43-year-old actor said she has been 
through “professional harassment” in the film 
industry and hence understands the trauma. 

“I was never sexually harassed as I was not 
the one to just take it. I would give it back. But I 
can imagine the trauma that the young girls go 
through. It is so sad and disheartening to hear 
these stories. It angers me. 

“I have been through professional harass-
ment. I did lose out on couple of films. There 
were few women journalists, who would tarnish 
our reputation in their magazines or newspa-
pers. Like, from being called a liar to delusional 
liar, etc. They helped the heroes,” Raveena told 
PTI.

Talking about her harassment experience, 
the actor said it was a disturbing phase as her 
reputation was maligned. 

“They work in tandem to ruin an actress’s 
life,” she added, without taking any names.

In a cryptic tweet, recently, Raveena had 
said, “What defines harassment in a workplace? 
The fact that many industry wives and girl-
friends are silent observers or instigators, when 
actor husbands destroy the careers of actresses 
after the chase and flirtation is over or have 
them replaced with other potential targets.” 

When asked about the same, the National 
Award-winning actor, said, “Sometimes it is 
women also who are complacent because of 
insecurity or professional jealousy and have got 
other actresses removed from a project using 
their hero boyfriend or husband. And this is not 
fair. 

“It might not be sexual harassment 
but it is profes-

sional 

harassment. The clauses in the contracts need 
to be strong. If certain people have problem 
working with the actress then they should step 
away. Why ruin the girl’s career?” 

Raveena said in the past, whenever female 
actors opened up about the issues they faced 
on a film’s set, they were branded “trouble mak-
ers”. 

“...There used to be an entire camp that 
used to work against the women 
including the entertainment 
media, the editors used to 
be hand-in-glove with the 
hero or director or pro-
ducer. They (media) 
were either offered a 
lot more money or a 
bigger cover. 

“Women 
would have the 
entire system 
working against 
them. This happens 
not just in the film 
industry but other 
professions as well,” 
she said. 

Raveena said she 
is happy that women 
are finally being 
heard and is hopeful 
that the moment will 
bring the much-need-
ed change in gender 
dynamics. 

“We lost the 
opportunity. 

And it feels good that today women are getting 
support from everyone. It is a movement here 
to stay and I see it making a positive change in 
the workplace environment. 

“Earlier there used to be an entire nexus, 
the producers guild and others would be scared 
to take action against the hero. Today action is 
being taken in the open.” 

Last week, Cine and TV Artists Association 
(CINTAA) said, they will be setting up 

an advisory committee to deal 
with sexual harassment in the 

industry, which will have 
actors Swara Bhasker and 

Raveena among others 
as members. 

Raveena’s advice 
to women, is to 
take the legal 
action, besides 
approaching the 
film bodies and 
associations.

PTI

B
TS Member RM is 
releasing a second solo 
mix tape, it was an-
nounced today.

RM’s latest output 
will be titled ‘Mono’ and features 
seven songs and several collabo-
rations.

British electronic duo HONNE 
produced new track ‘Seoul’, while 
‘Bad Bye’ is a collaboration with 
eAeon and song ‘Pass By’ is a col-
laboration with indie rock band 
Nell.

BigHit Entertainment tweeted 
the news of the upcoming release 
to their eight million followers, 
accompanied by a picture of the 
list of new songs and the caption 
“#RM #mono. Tracklist”.

K-pop sensation BTS, of 
which RM is a member, then 
retweeted the news and added 
that the new tracks will be re-
leased on October 23.

In 2018, BTS became the first 
Korean act to have a top-40 UK 
hit; they also topped the US Bill-

board 200 on two occasions.
Earlier this month, the 

band appeared on The Graham 
Norton Show, where Whoopi 
Goldberg gifted them the shirt off 
her back.

The band – who are the 
subjects of some pretty weird 
conspiracy theories – were also 

chosen as TIME Magazine’s ‘Next 
Generation Leaders.’

Reviewing their live show in 
NYC recently, NME wrote: “It’s…
the first time they – or any Korean 
musicians – have ever played a 
stadium on this continent.

“It’s an impressive achieve-
ment, reaching a level of this kind 

while performing songs whose 
lyrics are largely in Korean to an 
audience of all races, and one 
that…can be put down to the ef-
fects of social media and globali-
sation…BTS have already made 
history but, as they tell their fans, 
this is really just the beginning.”

nme.com

T
he Governor of 
Nagaland, PB 
Acharya graced 
the award 
ceremony of 

the Kohima Mega Dance 
Fiesta grand finale at the 
State Academy Hall in Ko-
hima on October 20.  This 
was stated in an update 
from the PRO Raj Bhavan 
issued on Oct. 21. 

Addressing the gather-
ing, the governor is said 
to have encouraged all to 
give their best in which 
ever profession they 
chose. Success comes 
with hard work and pa-
tience, he added. 

Acharya is also said to 
have called on students 
to take their education 
seriously and to dream big 

and to achieve their goals. 
Governor Acharya 

presented awards to Pu-
chong Thai, Prachi and 
Kanili who were adjudged 
winner, 1st runners up 
and 2nd runners up 
respectively, the update 
informed. 

The Kohima Mega 
Dance Fiesta is said to 
have been organised by 

the Univibes in collabora-
tion with Ineffable Quive 
Dance Crew.     

The day long fiesta 
included performances 
by dance crews, cosplay, 
beatbox battles and rap 
battles while awareness 
on drug abuse was also 
said to have been project-
ed by Kripa Foundation.

EMN

B
ollywood actors Ranveer 
Singh and Deepika Padukone 
on Sunday announced that 
they are set to tie the knot on 
November 14-15.

They shared a note on their Twitter 
accounts. It read: “With the blessings of 
our families, it gives us immense joy in 
sharing that our wedding is set to take 
place on November 14 and 15.”

“We thank you for all the love you 
have showered upon us over the years 

and seek your blessings as we embark 
on this incredible journey of love, loyalty, 
friendship and togetherness -- Deepika 
and Ranveer.”

A month after speculations, this is the 
first time the Bollywood stars are openly 
talking about their wedding. 

Ranveer, 33, and Deepika, 32, have 
shared screen space in films -- “Goliyon 
Ki Rasleela Ram-Leela”, “Bajirao Mastani” 
and “Padmaavat”.

IANS

M
usic composer Anu 
Malik Sunday said 
he is taking a break 
from singing reality 
show “Indian Idol” 

following various sexual harassment 
allegations against him. 

In a statement the music direc-
tor, who has been attached with the 
show as a judge since 2004, said he 
decided to step away from it as he 
was not able to “focus on my work”. 

“I, Anu Malik, have decided to 
take a break from Indian Idol as I 
am currently unable to focus on 
my work on the show. The channel 
has been kind to agree for the same. 
Thank you,” Malik said.

The music composer’s response 
comes after sources claimed that 
Sony TV, on which the show airs, has 
asked him to step down as a judge 
for “Indian Idol 10”. 

Sony Entertainment Television 
also issued a statement saying the 

composer would not be part of the 
show anymore, which includes 
Vishal Dadlani and Neha Kakkar as 
the other two judges.

“Anu Malik is no longer a part 
of the Indian Idol jury panel. The 
show will continue its planned 
schedule and we will invite some of 
the biggest names in Indian music 
as guests to join Vishal and Neha 
to judge the extraordinary talent of 
Indian Idol season 10,” the state-
ment read.

The decision comes after singers 
Sona Mohapatra and Shweta Pandit 
accused Malik of sexual harassment. 
Two budding singers also levelled 
similar allegations against him. 

Malik’s lawyer Thursday de-
nied the allegations, saying India’s 
#MeToo movement is being used for 
his client’s “character assassination”. 
Malik has repeatedly denied the 
allegations.

PTI

Deepika Padukone, Ranveer 
Singh to marry in November



11SCIENCE & TECH / SPORTS
EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Monday, October 22 , 2018

Members of Bongkolong YSU celebrate after receiving the overall champion’s trophy on Saturday.

New material harvests sun’s 
heat for cheaper electricity

Girl gamers more likely to pursue science, math degrees

Samsung planning to develop AI-powered multi-device system

Giant galaxy supercluster found lurking in early Universe

Short interrupted breaths in sleep apnea deadlier — Study

Eating spinach, beetroot could help prevent vision loss

Europe-Japan joint mission set out for Mercury

CPL: Natak FC retains top spot Kuki students’ sports meet concludes Tribal Synthesis Trust 
Group men volleyball 
tourney from Nov. 15

Washington, Oct. 21 (PTI): 
Scientists have developed 
a material that can be used 
to harvest electricity from 
the Sun’s heat, paving the 
way for generating cheaper 
solar power on cloudy days 
and at nighttime.

The innovation is an 
important step for putting 
solar heat-to-electricity 
generation in direct cost 
competition with fossil 
fuels, researchers said.

“Storing solar energy as 
heat can already be cheap-
er than storing energy via 
batteries, so the next step 
is reducing the cost of gen-
erating electricity from the 
Sun’s heat with the added 
benefit of zero greenhouse 
gas emissions,” said Ken-
neth Sandhage, a professor 
at Purdue University in 
the US.

Concentrated solar 
power plants convert solar 
energy into electricity by 
using mirrors or lenses to 
concentrate a lot of light 
onto a small area, which 
generates heat that is trans-
ferred to a molten salt.

Heat from the molten 
salt is then transferred to 
a “working” fluid, super-
critical carbon dioxide, 
that expands and works to 
spin a turbine for generat-
ing electricity.

To make solar-pow-
ered electricity cheaper, 
the turbine engine would 
need to generate even 

London, Oct. 21 (PTI): Girls who play 
video games are three times more 
likely to choose physical science, 
technology, engineering or maths 
(PSTEM) degrees compared to their 
non-gaming peers, a study has found.

Researchers from University of 
Surrey in the UK found that 13-14 
year old girls classed as ‘heavy gam-
ers’ -- those playing over nine hours 
a week --were three times more likely 
to pursue a PSTEM degree. The study, 
published in the journal Computers 
in Human Behaviour, also found that 
all of girls who were already in PSTEM 
degrees were also gamers.

However, the same could not be 
said for boys where a similar amount 
of gamers existed regardless of degree 

type, leading to thoughts that boys ex-
perience far less pressure to conform 
to the video gamer stereotype if they 
were studying a PSTEM degree.

Anesa Hosein, who led the study, 
believes that identifying and targeting 
certain female groups early may be a 
way to encourage more to study it at 
degree level and beyond.

“Our research shows that those 
who study PTSEM subjects at degree 
level are more likely to be gamers, so 
we need to encourage the girl gamers 
of today to become the engineering 
and physics students and pioneers 
of tomorrow,” said Hosein, a Physics 
graduate with a self-confessed ‘Geek 
Girl’ gamer past.

“It therefore makes sense, in the 

short-term, that educators seeking 
to encourage more take up of PSTEM 
subjects should target girl gamers, as 
they already may have a natural inter-
est in these subjects,” she said.

“We need to get better at identify-
ing cues early to recognise which girls 
may be more interested in taking up 
PSTEM degrees,” she added.

‘Geek Girls’ who have a pre-dispo-
sition towards gaming should be iden-
tified early by teachers or parents and 
encouraged to explore PSTEM degree 
pathways, for example through at-
tending gaming expert talks, research-
ers said.

School educators could also start 
including gaming in PSTEM degrees 
to increase engagement of girl gamers.

London, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
Two satellites developed 
in Europe and Japan are 
on their way to the Sun’s 
closest planet Mercury. It 
is likely to take them seven 
years to reach their desti-
nation.

The joint endeavour 
BepiColombo left Earth 
on an Ariane rocket that 
launched out of South 
America on Friday, the 
BBC said. The probes lifted 
clear of the Kourou space-
port in Atlantic coast of 
French Guiana at 10.45 
p.m. on Friday.

Mission controllers 
based in Darmstadt, Ger-
many, would spend much 
of Saturday talking to the 
spacecraft, to confirm they 
were properly configured 
for the long cruise ahead.

Coming close on the 
heels of NASA’s Parker Solar 
Probe that was launched 
in August, Bepi is aimed at 
finding more about Mer-
cury that “doesn’t really fit 
with our theories for how 
the Solar System formed”, 
said Bepi scientist Profes-
sor Dave Rothery from the 
UK’s Open University. 

“We can’t understand 
our planet fully unless 
we’re able to explain Mer-

cury that has an oversized 
iron core -- 60 per cent of 
its mass,” Rothery said. 

Science has not yet ex-
plained why the planet 
only has a thin veneer of 
rocks. Bepi’s high-resolu-
tion data should bring us 
nearer to an answer, the 
BBC reported.

It’s the first time the 
European and Japanese 
space agencies (Esa and 
Jaxa) have set out for Mer-
cury. The Americans have 
already been there, briefly 
with the Mariner 10 probe 
in the 1970s, and with the 
Messenger orbiter earlier 
this decade.

Messenger discovered 
that water-ice is held in-
side some of Mercury’s 
shadowed craters, and that 
its crust contains a lot of 
graphite (pencil lead).

Bepi will  build on 
those. The new mission 
carries twice as much in-
strumentation and will get 
closer for longer.

Mercury’s dense body 
does not reflect its ini-
tial form. It’s possible the 
planet began life much 
further and later migrated 
inwards, mission scientist 
Suzie Imber from Leicester 
University. 

“It’s also got huge cliffs, 
many kilometres tall. And 
those cliffs formed as Mer-
cury shrank. We call them 
wrinkle ridges,” Imber 
said.

It is possible to directly 
reach Mercury in a matter 
of months, but the speed 
picked up by a spacecraft 
falling into the Sun’s deep 
gravity would make it very 
hard to stop at the planet, 
the BBC report said.

Bepi will take a more 
circuitous route. It will 
fly past Earth, Venus and 
Mercury itself, using the 
tug of their gravity to bleed 
off speed, so that by 2025 
the mission can gently slot 
into position.

The toughest prospect 
ahead is the heat. At just 
58 million km from the 
Sun, working at Mercury is 
like being in a pizza oven, 
Imber said.

The sides of the probes 
in direct sunlight will have 
to cope with temperatures 
over 400 degrees Celsius. 
Even those surfaces facing 
away from the Sun have to 
be protected.

Coping strategies in-
clude covering the MMO 
in thick blankets of insula-
tion material made from 

titanium and ceramics. 
“The environment is ex-
tremely hostile,” explains 
Esa mission controller Elsa 
Montagnon. 

“On Mercury, we get 
10 times the solar energy 
we get on Earth. But then 
from the illuminated side 
of Mercury, we get about 
four times what we get on 
the Earth. So, the space-
craft are continually in a 
heat sandwich,” Monta-
gnon said.

The mission is an ex-
pensive one. It’s estimated 
the costs borne by the Eu-
ropean Space Agency and 
the Japanese space agency 
amount to about 1.65 bil-
lion euros. 

Additionally, national 
space agencies in Europe 
have paid for the instru-
mentation on the MMO, 
taking the overall budget 
above 3 billion euros.

This number covers 
the full lifecycle of the mis-
sion, from its approval 
(2007) to its termination 
(late 2020s). 

Engineers have had a 
torrid time developing the 
technologies to keep Bepi 
safe so close to the Sun. 
Delays have kept on add-
ing to the price.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Natak FC retained the top 
spot with 12 points in an 
emphatic 3 – 1 win over 
Ruboo United as the league 
entered the fifth week. The 
league leaders were awarded 
the first goal as Thepfoul-
housa whipped in a low 
cross from a free kick which 
was collected by centre for-
ward Pokhotso, guiding the 
ball safely into the net. Hav-
ing gained momentum and 
ball possession, midfielder 
Rohit came dribbling down 
hard from the left with a 
powerful long-range effort 
which struck the left-hand 
post, however Supong found 
the rebound and slotted 
the ball past the keeper. 
In somewhat similar fash-

ion, Pokhotso swung in a 
thumping right-footed shot 
from the left which pinged 
the crossbar as the veteran 
Sanjit slammed the return-
ing ball to score goal num-
ber three. As the match pro-
gressed into the second half, 
Ruboo got their game faces 
on making several attempts 
to find the net. In one such 
encounter, Jungshi placed a 
deep ball for Aito who broke 
his marker to fire a fierce 
shot at the Natak goalpost 
to score the solitary goal for 
Ruboo United.

In other matches, Sport-
ing Union beat CASE FC 3-0, 
Joga Bonito and Nizams FC 
settled for a 3 - 3 draw and 
Trinity Sporting beat Super 
Strikers 3-0.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): The 5th 
Kuki Students’ Organisation Naga-
land (KSON) sports meet (Chavang 
Golseh) 2018 under the theme ‘Sweat 
for Success’ organised by KSON 
sports committte concluded on Oct. 
20, at its head quarter at Ahthibung 
town in Peren. 

According to Seiminngam assis-
tant secretary media cell, the event is 
being conducted for the 5th year after 
every 2 successive years saw an active 
participation from the 23 constituent 
units of KSON.

Ten sports events both men and 
women were held during the week 
long sports meet. In men’s football, 
Sirhima YSU defeated Songlhuh YSU 
with 1 lone goal to claim the men’s 
football title. In men’s volleyball, 
Bungsang YSU defeated Inbung 
YSU while in women’s volleyball, 

Toronto, Oct. 21 (IANS): With Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) pushing the fron-
tiers of communication technology, 
Samsung Electronics is planning to 
develop a multi-device platform -- a 
variety of AI-enabled devices that 
communicate seamlessly with each 
other -- to make experiences more 
personal and relevant.

The South Korean tech giant pre-
sented its future vision for AI while 
announcing this week a new 
AI centre in Montreal, 
Canada.

“By leveraging the 
power of AI in Samsung’s 
products and services, 
we must focus on creating 
new values, never seen nor experi-
enced before,” said Seunghwan Cho, 
Executive Vice President of Samsung 
Research.

By providing multiple touchpoints 
where a user can interact with AI, 
Samsung said its multi-modal inter-
action platform (voice, vision, screen, 
touch) will make experiences more 

relevant and personal in the future.
“One key element that will move 

AI to being more widely adopted is 
multi-device systems -- i.e., a variety 
of AI-enabled devices that communi-
cate seamlessly with each other,” said 
Larry Heck, Head of AI Centres for 
Samsung Research America.

“ S a m -

sung is unique-
ly positioned to be a leader in this 
regard. It’s not just how each device 
uses AI, it’s how they use it together,” 
Heck said.

The newly opened AI centre in 
Montreal is Samsung’s seventh AI 
research facility to open this year 
making it the fourth in North America 
alone.

The global AI centres, which are 
also located in South Korea, Russia 
and Britain, support the company’s 
efforts in AI that include the develop-
ment of Samsung’s virtual assistant, 
Bixby. 

Gregory Dudek of the McGill Uni-
versity School of Computer Science 

and an expert in a wide 
range of AI technologies 
-- from Machine Learn-
ing to human-robot in-

teractions -- will lead the 
Montreal AI Centre. 
“We are excited to open a 

new Samsung AI Centre in Montreal, 
which will conduct research in ma-
chine learning and robotics enabled 
multi-modal interactions,” Dudek 
said. 

Samsung is now planning to ex-
pand its AI research centres to other 
technology and talent-rich areas.

Earlier this year, the company 
announced its plans to expand the 
number of advanced AI researchers to 
a total of about 1,000 globally by 2020.

New York, Oct. 21 (IANS): People with 
sleep apnea who have short interrup-
tions in breathing while they sleep are 
at higher risk of death than those with 
longer interruptions, according to a 
new study.

Sleep apnea occurs when throat 
muscles sporadically relax and block 
a patient’s airway during sleep. The 
condition is linked to a number of ail-
ments, including high blood pressure 
and heart disease.

“This finding could help doctors 

better prevent long-term mortality 
associated with obstructive sleep ap-
nea,” said Matthew Butler, assistant 
professor at OHSU School of Medi-
cine in the US.

For the study, the team examined 
5,712 over a period of 11 years.

Sleep specialists currently use 
a measurement called the apnea 
hypopnea index, or the number of 
times a patient stops breathing per 
hour of sleep, to diagnose the sever-
ity of a patient’s sleep apnea. But the 

index, which is largely based on data 
from men, does not predict risk well 
in women.

This new study found that, in ad-
dition to how many breathing inter-
ruptions occur, how long each one 
lasts is also important. 

Patients with the shortest apneas 
were 31 per cent more likely to die 
during the study’s decade of follow-up 
with participants. 

This held true for both male and 
female participants.

Paris, Oct. 21 (AFP): Sci-
entists have discovered a 
primitive “supercluster” of 
galaxies forming in the ear-
ly Universe, just 2.3 billion 
years after the Big Bang.

The structure, nick-
named Hyperion, is the 
largest and most massive 
to be found so early in the 
formation of the Universe, 
which sprang into existence 
around 13.7 billion years 
ago. Its titanic mass is one 
million billion times that of 
the Sun.

“This is the first time 
that such a large structure 
has been identified at such 
a high redshift, just over two 
billion years after the Big 
Bang,” said Olga Cucciati, 

a researcher at the Astro-
physics and Space Sciences 
Observatory in Bologna 
and lead author of a study 
detailing the discovery.

Redshift is a measure of 
the changing wavelength of 
light travelling away from 
an observer.

“Normally these kinds 
of structures are known 
at lower redshifts, which 
means when the Universe 
has had much more time 
to evolve and construct 
such huge things,” Cuc-
ciati said.

Located in the con-
stellation of Sextans (The 
Sextant), Hyperion was 
identified by analysing the 
vast amount of data ob-

tained from the VIMOS 
Ultra-deep Survey, which 
provides a unique 3-D map 
of how more than 10,000 
galaxies are distributed in 
the distant Universe.

Hyperion is similar in 
size to nearby superclu-
sters, though it has a very 
different architecture, the 
researchers said. The find-
ings were published in the 
journal Astronomy & As-
trophysics.

“Superclusters closer 
to Earth tend to have a 
much more concentrated 
distribution of mass with 
clear structural features,” 
explains co-author Brian 
Lemaux, an astronomer 
from the University of Cali-

fornia at Davis.
“But in Hyperion, the 

mass is distributed much 
more uniformly in a series 
of connected blobs popu-
lated by loose associations 
of galaxies.”

This contrast is most 
likely due to the fact that 
nearby superclusters have 
had billions of years for 
gravity to gather matter 
together into denser re-
gions — a process that 
has been acting for far less 
time in the much younger 
Hyperion. Over time, Hy-
perion will likely evolve 
into something like the 
Virgo Supercluster, which 
contains our own galaxy, 
the Milky Way.

Sydney, Oct. 21 (IANS): 
Eating vegetable nitrates, 
found mainly in green leafy 
vegetables and beetroot, 
could prevent macular 
degeneration, a common 
cause of vision loss in peo-
ple over age 50, new re-
search has found.

People who ate between 
100 to 142 mgs (milligrams) 
of vegetable nitrates each 
day had a 35 per cent lower 
risk of developing early 
age-related macular degen-
eration (AMD) than people 
who ate less than 69 mgs 
of vegetable nitrates each 
day, showed the findings 
published in the Journal of 
the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics.

Spinach has approxi-
mately 20mg of nitrate per 

100g, while beetroot has 
nearly 15mg of nitrate per 
100g.

“This is the first time the 
effects of dietary nitrates 
on macular degeneration 
risk has been measured,” 
said lead researcher Bamini 
Gopinath from Westmead 
Institute for Medical Re-
search in Australia. 

For the study, the re-
searchers interviewed 
more than 2,000 Australian 
adults aged over 49 and fol-
lowed them over a 15-year 
period.

“If our findings are 
confirmed, incorporating 
a range of foods rich in di-
etary nitrates -- like green 
leafy vegetables and beet-
root -- could be a simple 
strategy to reduce the risk 

of early macular degenera-
tion,” Gopinath said.

The research did not 
show any additional ben-
efits for people who ex-
ceeded 142mgs of dietary 
nitrate each day. 

Age is the strongest 
known risk factor for AMD 
and the disease is more 
likely to occur after the age 
of 50.

There is currently no 
cure for the disease.

more electricity for the 
same amount of heat, 
which means the engine 
needs to run hotter.

The problem is that 
heat exchangers, which 
transfer heat from the hot 
molten salt to the working 
fluid, are currently made 
of stainless steel or nickel-
based alloys that get too 
soft at the desired higher 
temperatures and at the 
elevated pressure of super-
critical carbon dioxide.

Researchers conceived 
a composite of ceramic 
zirconium carbide and the 
metal tungsten for more 

robust heat exchangers.
They created plates of 

the ceramic-metal com-
posite. The plates host cus-
tomisable channels for 
tailoring the exchange of 
heat.

Mechanical tests and 
corrosion tests showed 
that the composite mate-
rial could be tailored to 
successfully withstand 
the higher temperature, 
high-pressure supercriti-
cal carbon dioxide needed 
for generating electricity 
more efficiently than to-
day’s heat exchangers.

An economic analy-

sis also showed that the 
scaled-up manufactur-
ing of these heat exchang-
ers could be conducted at 
comparable or lower cost 
than for stainless steel or 
nickel alloy-based ones.

“Ultimately, with con-
tinued development, this 
technology would allow 
for large-scale penetration 
of renewable solar energy 
into the electricity grid,” 
Sandhage said. 

“This would mean dra-
matic reductions in hu-
man-made carbon dioxide 
emissions from electricity 
production,” he said.

Bongkolong YSU and Phanjang YSU 
emerged the 1st and 2nd. 

The overall championship was 
won by Bongkolong YSU with 3 golds, 
4 silvers with Ahthibung YSU as the 
runners-up. The best disciplined 
award was bagged by Phaipijang YSU 
the release added.

Social Worker and Legal Con-
sultant Lun K Tungnung attended 
the closing ceremony as the special 
guest. In his speech, he encouraged 
the youth to sweat in order to succees 
in their career whether in sports or in 
the field of education. He also distrib-
uted the medals and certificates.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The Tribal Synthesis Trust 
Group in collaboration 
with The Global Open 
University Nagaland is or-
ganising an inter school/ 
college/club/sector vol-
leyball (men) tournament 
on the theme “Success is 
when preparation meet 
opportunity” which will 
be held on the Nov. 15-16 
at PWD Children’s Park 
at Landmark colony, in 
Dimapur.

This event is being or-

ganised with a goal to put 
emphasis on how sport 
are integral to the system 
of education whilst instill-
ing the spirit of team spirit 
and upholding individu-
ality.  As sports teaches 
not just a sport but excel-
lence, perseverance and 
also human values.

Interested teams from 
in and around Dimapur 
can collect the registra-
tion form from The Shack 
Cafe, Duncan Basti, oppo-
site Carewell School.
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Rohit, Kohli star as India 
thrash West Indies in 1st ODI

Combat sports festival to begin from Oct. 23

Football and referee coaching training held at Zhadima

Open futsal and basketball tournament held in KohimaShuttler Saina loses in Denmark Open final

Manipur all set for first-ever Northeast Olympic Games

Spain's Marquez claims 7th world title

EM Images

Hectic preparation underway for the combat sports festival 2018 in 
Kohima.

PTI

India's Rohit Sharma hugs captain Virat Kohli to congratulate him on 
scoring a century during the first One Day International cricket match 
against the West Indies, at the ACA Cricket Stadium, Barsapara in 
Guwahati on Sun. Oct. 21.

AP/PTI

Spain's rider Marc Marquez celebrates during the award ceremony of the 
MotoGP Japanese Motorcycle Grand Prix at the Twin Ring Motegi circuit 
in Motegi, north of Tokyo on Sun. Oct. 21.

The participants of the football coaching and referee training with coaches and others at Zhadima village on Saturday.

Kohima, Oct. 21(EMN): 
The Zhadima Village Youth 
and Sports Organisation 
(ZVYSO) successfully con-
ducted a three-day long 
football coaching and ref-
eree training from Oct. 18-
20 last at Zhadima Sports 
Complex.

Altogether, forty partici-
pants from eight different 
khels participated in the 
coaching. Nagaland Foot-
ball Coaches' Association's 
(NFCA) coach Zakietuolie 
Khrodi and Thungchapu 
Rongmei aided in the foot-
ball training while referee 

Meyieto Sachü assisted the 
youth in the referee training 
session. 

ZVYSO president Vi-
zosielie Khoubve expressed 
sincere gratitude to Roko 
Angami, president of Na-
galand Football Coaches' 
Association and his col-

leagues for ushering two of 
its prominent coaches for 
the football camp. 

The youth organisa-
tion and NFCA further look 
forward to nurture and pro-
mote young footballers to a 
higher arena even in days 
to come.

Kohima, Oct. 21 (EMN): A 
two-day open futsal and 
basketball tournament or-
ganised by the Lerie Youth 
Organisation was held on 
Oct. 18-19 at the St. Mary's 
Cathedral Higher Second-
ary School, Lerie in Kohima

In futsal category, Sam-
sung FC emerged as the 
champions of the open 
futsal tournament, while 
team Amplified won the 

basketball championship 
title.

The winner of Futsal, 
Samsung FC pocketed 
INR 20000 and runners-up 
Tuborg FC received INR 
10000. The individual prize 
of top scorer was shared by 
Seyie Kire of Predator and 
Vethizo of Naga Jaguars.

The winner of basket-
ball championship Team 
Amplified, received a cash 

prize of INR 20000 and 
runners-up Kohima Chief 
received INR 10000. Khrie-
beilie Sorhie of Kohima 
Chief was adjusted as the 
MVP. 

The organising com-
mittee informed in a press 
release on Sunday that a to-
tal of 28 teams participated 
in futsal and six teams took 
part in basketball tourna-
ment.

President LYO William 
Koso in a press release in-
formed that the tourna-
ment was organised in aid 
of the fund raiser for up-
coming Lerie Youth Organi-
sation Silver Jubilee. He also 
extended his appreciation 
to the principal of St Mary’s 
School and the sponsors 
for extending their help 
towards the youth organi-
sation.

Guwahati, Oct. 21 (IANS): 
Opener Rohit Sharma and 
skipper Virat Kohli scored 
blistering centuries to help 
India thrash the West In-
dies by eight wickets in the 
first One-Day International 
match here on Sunday.

India dominated with 
the bat through out the 
innings as Rohit remained 
unbeaten on 152 while Vi-
rat was dismissed for 140. 
On the other hand, West 
Indian bowlers struggled 
with the line and failed to 
take wickets.

Chasing a challenging 
score of 322, India lost Shi-
khar Dhawan with just 10 
runs on the board. Dhawan 
(4) was clean bowled by Os-
hane Thomas in the second 
over of the innings.

But after that Rohit and 
Virat joined hands and 
hammered the West In-
dian bowlers all around the 
stadium. In the process, 
the duo completed their 
respective centuries.

Virat was stumped by 
wicket-keeper Shai Hope 
off Devendra Bishoo in the 
33rd over when the score 
was 256, but by then India 
had almost grabbed the 
game.

T h e  f a l l  o f  w i c k e t 
brought in Ambati Rayudu 
(22 not out) who played 
sensibly with Rohit and the 
duo guided India home 
comfortably.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The combat sports festival 
organised by 3E Nagaland 
is all set to take place at the 
Kohima local ground from 
Oct. 23. 

The festival includes 
two segments - Naga wres-
tling and Mixed Martial 
Arts (MMA). The five-day 
long festival will conclude 
on Oct. 27.

While the Nagaland 
Taekwondo League which 
was also scheduled to be 
held during the festival was 
cancelled, one of the coach 
informed that it was due to 
the upcoming 1st Northeast 
Olympic Games scheduled 
from Oct 24-28th.

He informed that the 
team will be moving out on 
Oct. 23 to Imphal to take 
part in 12 disciplines under 
Nagaland Taekwondo As-
sociation. 

Naga Wrestle Mania 7
Naga Wrestle Mania 7 (King 
Of The Ring Series 2018) is 
scheduled to begin from 
Oct. 23, starting at 10 am, 
which will be comprised 
of two categories, light-
weight(74 kg and below) 
and heavyweight category 
(above 74 kg).

The two categories will 
undergo their respective 
preliminary rounds and af-
ter reaching the last 16, they 
will be clubbed together to 
play the 'King Of The Ring 
Championship'.

The cash prizes will be 
as follows, losing 16 - INR. 

Motegi ( Japan), Oct. 21 
(IANS): Spanish rider Marc 
Marquez (Repsol Honda) 
won his seventh World 
Championship title after 
claiming the 2018 MotoGP 
trophy with a thrilling vic-
tory in Japan.

The 25-year-old Span-
iard became the youngest 
ever seven-title winner in 
history, reports Efe.

"The race was exactly 
what was in my mind," the 
Spanish victor said after 
the win, bringing his total 
MotoGP titles to five.

Marquez led the race 
in Japan after taking ad-
vantage of a spill from his 
key Italian rival Andrea 
Dovizioso (Ducati Team), 
who crashed with two laps 
to go.

T h e  S p a n i a r d  l e d 
the Japan race in Motegi 
with a time of 42 minutes 
and 36.438 seconds, just 
1.573 second ahead of 
second-placed British Cal 
Crutchlow (LCR Honda).

"We tried really hard 
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3000 each; losing 8- INR. 
5000 each, losing 4 - INR 
8000 each, fourth place 
- INR 15000, third place 
- INR 30000, runners-up 
- INR 60000, and King Of 
The Ring champion - INR. 
1,20,000.

Some of the prominent 
wrestlers who will be tak-
ing part are reigning NWA 
champion Menuosetuo 
Yiese, reigning King Of The 
Ring and CWA champion 
Venuzo Dawhuo, reigning 
NagaWrestleMania heavy-
weight champion Dzie-
selatuo Keretsü, newest 
sensation and reigning ASA 
champion Kezhaseluo-o 
Pienyü, first ever heavy-
weight champion and vet-
eran Khrievotuo Sekhose. 
Another attraction will be 
the only outsider Rahul Rai 
who weights 96 kg and is a 
top contender.

A total of 52 wrestlers in-
cluding 34 light weight cat-
egory and 18 heavy weight 

category will be taking part 
in the wrestling competi-
tion. 

Mixed Martial Arts
The Mixed Martial Arts 
event under X1 Champion-
ship will be held on Oct. 
26-27 starting at 5 pm daily. 

This fighting champi-
onship is sanctioned by 
MMA India and 32 fighters 
from all over the country, 
a good number of which 
are from the NE region, 
particularly Nagaland, rep-
resenting different gyms 
in Kohima and Dimapur, 
will take part in the event. 
Tickets for the MMA event 
is priced at INR. 100 for gal-
lery and INR 200 for chair.

Wrestlers list for Na-
gaWrestleMania
Lightweight category:
1. Veneseku Vero
2. Kekhriesituo Mere
3. Sheveto Lohe
4. Neswukhoyi Dawhuo
5. Lorheshiito Sophie
6. Zaseveyo Yhobü

7. Rokuokrhie Khawakhrie
8. Venuzo Vadeo
9. Thupuve Vezuh
10. Dima Keyho
11. Shwuduto Rhakho
12. Mutuveyi Nyekha
13. Lhukhuyi Ringa
14. Sapo Sakhamo
15. Nuvezo Sakhamo
16. Veneto Nakro
17. Zaselatuo Lhoungu
18. Avedu Victor H
19. Vesuto Swuro
20. Akhoyi Sapuh
21. Thito Sasü
22. Vekhruto
23. Keneiselie Khawakhrie 
24. Mhiesiriesie Chiicha
25. Melevo Rose
26. Nükhrüto Tetseo
27. Chekhro Kapfo
28. Putso Lasushe
29. Cuhuyi Chuzho
30. Ruopfiivizo Talie
31. Khriesanguzo Zuyie
32. Neithongulie Kuotsu
33. Akhruku Vezuh
34. Khoveto Lala
Heavyweight category:
1. Venuzo Dawhuo
2. Kezhavizo Thevo
3. Serayi
4. Kekhriezo Nagi
5. Rahul Rai
6. Seyiekhrietuo Yiese
7. Dzieselatuo Keretsü
8. Menuosetuo Yiese
9. Khrievotuo Sekhose
10. Kezevikho Sakhrie
11. Ayoho
12. Khriebazo Solo
13. Seyieteiso Rutsa
14. Seketoukho Nipu
15. Besiihveto Cümo
16. Kezhaseluo-O Pienyü
17. Nguzü Pao
18. Shekho Veinei

Rohit played 117 balls 
and slammed 15 boundar-
ies and eight sixes while 
Virat played 107 balls and 
slammed 21 boundaries 
and two sixes.

Earlier, a brilliant cen-
tury by Shimron Hetmyer 
(106) and some useful con-
tributions from Devendra 
Bishoo and Kemar Roach 
towards the end helped 
West Indies post 322/8.

Hetmyer played 78 balls 
and slammed six boundar-
ies and as many sixes before 
he was dismissed by Ravin-
dra Jadeja in the 39th over. 

Chandrapaul Hemraj 
and Marlon Samuels were 
the only disappointments 
for the West Indies as all 
other batters contributed 
and helped their team to 
get past the 300 run mark in 
their allotted 50 overs.

Odense (Denmark), Oct. 21 (IANS): 
Saina Nehwal went down fighting to 
Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei in the 
women's singles final of the Denmark 
Open badminton tournament here 
on Sunday.

The Indian star battled for almost 
an hour before going down 13-21, 21-
13, 6-21 in a marathon match.

Saina was not in her best in the 
first game as she was overpowered 
completely. In patches Saina was good 

but struggled most of the period.
The second game saw a much 

better outing for the Indian shuttler, 
thanks to some swift court move-
ments and strong body-line smashes.

In the second game she corrected 
all her mistakes which she did in the 
first game and bagged the game easily.

In the decider, it was all Ying as she 
did not give Saina space to breath and 
thrashed her in all departments of the 
game to clinch the title.

Our correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 21 (EMN): Education, La-
bour & Employment, Minister Thok-
chom Radheshyam, the President, 
Manipur Olympic Association (MOA) 
today made an official announce-
ment that the 1st North East Olympic 
Games, 2018 will be held at Imphal 
from Oct. 24-28 in a press conference 
conducted at the office of MOA here. 
The press conference was attended by 
the members of MOA and the mem-
bers of the organising committee

Around two thousand sportsper-
son, along with technical team mem-
bers and officials will take part in the 
Games. G.A. Sanatomba Sharma will 
be the chef-de-mission for the Games. 
The events will be held at Khuman 
Lampak Sports Complex, and also 
at Eastern Ground and D.M. College 
Indoor Stadium for football and bad-
minton.

Radheshyam who is the chairman 
of the organising committee stated 

that the Chief Minister of Manipur N. 
Biren Singh is the chief patron and the 
council of ministers of the state is the 
patrons. He added that the committee 
has eleven separate sub-committees 
for carrying out specific duties and 
tasks to successfully execute the event.

The sub-committee consists of - 
games technical conduct committee, 
reception, accreditation, ceremonial, 
accommodation, catering, transpor-
tation, publicity, souvenir, medical 
and security committees respectively.

He also said that the technical 
experts for certain discipline of the 
event will be engaged from both out-
side and inside the state, with focus to 
the North East region. He said that the 
twelve disciplines for the North East 
Olympic Games have been decided 
considering the high number of par-
ticipation of teams.

He said that best effort will be put 
in by the organising committee to 
make the event a grand success which 

is being organised for the first time in 
the state.

Seeking the full support of the 
people he urged to extend their co-
operation towards the people coming 
from different parts of the North East 
Region for participation in the North 
East Olympic Games. He also urged all 
the civil societies and organisations to 
refrain from any form of agitation dur-
ing the Northeast Olympic Games. He 
said that the event is an opportunity to 
boost the sports tourism of Manipur.

The minister also launched the 
official website of the 1st North East 
Olympic Games, 2018 - www.north-
eastolympic.com. Introducing the 
salient features of the website, he 
said that the page have the facility 
of online registration for the players 
and officials, online accreditation, 
regular update of results of the events 
from the venues and attempt for live 
streaming of the historic moments of 
the Games.

Put in to bat, West In-
dies started the proceed-
ings on a positive note but 
pacer Mohammad Shami 
dismissed opener Hem-
raj (9) in the fifth over. But 
Powell and Shai Hope (32) 
together forged a 65-run 
partnership for the second 
wicket and took West indies 
past the 80-run mark. 

Ju s t  w h e n  t h i n g s 
seemed good in the middle 
for the Windies, opener 
Powell (51) was dismissed 
by Khaleel Ahmed in the 
15th over. In the next over, 
Samuels was also sent 
packing by Yuzvendra Cha-
hal.

Hetmyer then arrived 
in the middle and stitched 
crucial partnerships with 
Rovman Powell and Jason 
Holder (38) before getting 
out in the 39th over.

Holder also played sen-
sibly before getting out and 
towards the end, Bishoo 
and Roach forged a 44-run 
partnership for the ninth 
wicket to guide the West In-
dies to a challenging total.

For India Chahal took 
three wickets, while Shami 
and Jadeja took two wick-
ets each.

Brief scores: 322/8 
(Shimron Hetmyer 106, 
Kieran Powell 51; Yuzven-
dra Chahal 3/41) against 
India: 326/2 (Rohit Sharma 
152 not out; Virat Kohl 140; 
Devendra Bishoo 1/72)

to achieve consistency, it's 
something I learned from 
Dovi," Marquez added.

Spain's Alex Rins (Su-
zuki) came third in Mo-
tegi, while Italian Valentino 
Rossi (Yamaha) and Span-
iard Alvaro Bautista (Angel 
Nieto Team) finished fourth 
and fifth respectively.

Although Dovizioso 
clinched the pole position 
on Saturday for the Japan 

Grand Prix at Motegi's Twin 
Ring, he finished 18th on 
Sunday after his crash.

Marquez topped the 
MotoGP World Stand-
ing 2018 with 296 points, 
followed by runner-up 
Dovizioso (194 points).

Rossi held the third 
position with 185 points, 
ahead of fourth-placed 
Spain's Maverick Viñales 
(Yamaha).

Saina Nehwal


