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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 20:  A land-
slide that occurred in June 
this year at National High-
way 202 between Kiphire 
and Tuensang is still await-
ing clearance, leaving resi-
dents of the area facing 
many problems and hard-
ships.

A reliable source told 
Eastern Mirror that the af-
fected area which stretch-
es 350 metre is “completely 
cut off” near Yayi Bridge. 
According to the source, 
the dead body of an assist-
ant lab technician from 
Phuvkiu village, who was 
killed in a road mishap in 
Shamator, had to be car-
ried on a bamboo pole 
to cross the landslide-af-
fected road on Oct. 19. 
Many appeals made to 
the state government to 
clear the road, the source 
informed, have fallen on 
‘deaf ears.’ “The road is 
the main lifeline of the 
people connecting the two 
districts and appropriate 
measures should be taken 
at the earliest for clearance 
of the landslide near Yayi 
Bridge,” the source said.

T h e  i n c i d e n t  h a s 
caused outrage, at least in 
social media platforms. “…

first the ENPO friends (sic) 
should question their re-
spective MLA for being si-
lent and demand response 
why ENPO should always 
be getting a step-motherly 
treatment in infrastruc-
ture and development. 
Who is at fault? Who is to 
be blamed? Is it the state 
government or the elected 
assembly representatives? 
It will be good if we can 
find out the root cause. If 
it is the failure of the gov-
ernment, then ENPO have 
(sic) every right to demand 
for a separate statehood 
so that the people can go 
forward, compete and live 
at par with other fellow 
human beings,” a social 
media user commented.  

According to another 
user: “there is a differ-
ence between National 
Highways (NH) and State 
Highways (SH). But it is 
not a question of being 
an Eastern Naga or not. 
We all know the condi-
tions of our roads. We all 
know that corruption has 
robbed us, and the com-
mon people suffer the 
most. A deceased person 
having to be carried to his 
native village that way is 
heartbreaking.”

Guwahati, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
At least 40 organizations 
belonging to different in-
digenous communities 
have called for a dawn-to-
dusk bandh on October 23 
opposing the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016, 
according to Krishak Muk-
ti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) 
leader Akhil Gogoi.

He said the Assam 
Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra 
Parishad (AJYCP) and 40 
other organizations have 
joined hands to call the 
bandh.

"The BJP government 
in Assam came to power 
promising to protect 'Jati', 
'Mati', and 'Bheti' (com-
munity, land and founda-
tion) of Assam. However, 
it has made a U-turn on its 
promises and is hatching a 
conspiracy against indig-
enous communities," said 
Gogoi while addressing a 
press conference.

"The BJP government 
in Assam wants to give 
citizenship to the Hindu 

Bengalis through the con-
stitutional amendment 
bill. In Meghalaya, where 
the BJP is also a part of the 
government, the cabinet 
has already decided to op-
pose the bill," said Gogoi.

"We have decided to 
oppose the Bill tooth and 
nail because it will affect 
the indigenous communi-
ties in Assam," he said.

Gogoi also demanded 
the Assam government to 
stop the proposed con-
vention being organised 
by an umbrella organiza-
tion of Hindu Bengalis on 
November 17 supporting 
the Citizenship Bill. He 
warned that there would 
be serious repercussions 
if the Hindu Bengalis are 
allowed to hold the con-
vention.

"The Hindu Bengali 
organizations are backed 
by RSS and they want to 
trigger a law and order is-
sue in Assam. We demand 
the government to stall the 
convention," he said.

40 organisations 
call Assam bandh 
on October 23

New York, Oct. 20 (IANS): While 
women have long been warned 
about the dangers of smoking dur-
ing pregnancy, nicotine exposure in 
men could lead to cognitive deficits 
in their children and grandchil-
dren, researchers, including one of 
Indian-origin, have found in their 
study on mice.

The findings of the study ex-
plored that though the fathers dis-
played normal behavioural tenden-
cies with nicotine exposure, both 
their male and female offsprings 
displayed hyperactivity, attention 
deficit and cognitive inflexibility.

"Doctors may not warn men 
that their smoking could be harm-
ing their unborn child even if the 
mother never smoked. I believe 
our study brings this to the fore," 
said Pradeep Bhide, Professor at the 
Florida State University, US.

"Our data raises the possibility 
that some of the cognitive disabili-
ties found in today's generation of 
children and adults may be attrib-
utable to adverse environmental 

insults suffered a generation or two 
ago," said Bhide.

For the study on mice, the team 
from the varsity exposed male 
mice to low-dose nicotine in their 
drinking water for 12 weeks during 
the stage when they were produc-
ing sperm and bred the mice with 
drug-naive partners — patients not 
under the influence of any drugs — 
to produce F1 generation.

In addition, results of the F2 
generation showed that male mice 
derived from paternally nicotine-
exposed female F1 mice had sig-
nificant deficits in reversal learning. 

Furthermore, the study, pub-
lished in the journal PLOS Biology, 
found that changes in the father's 
sperm exposed to nicotine led to 
problems in genes that play a role 
in memory and learning. These 
epigenetic changes are believed to 
be temporary, though some could 
be long-lasting. 

However, more research is 
needed to understand how long the 
changes last, according to Bhide. 

Father's nicotine exposure linked 
to child's poor cognition —Study 

Landslide hit-area along 
NH-202 in limbo since June

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): In a 
surprising development, one 
of the two groups involved in 
the tussle towards claiming 
legitimacy to run the NSCN (K) 
has blamed ‘some of the state’s 
print media of making pre-
sumptions and assumptions’ 
concerning the position of the 
section led by Khango Konyak.

A press statement from the 
group on Saturday stated that 
the “impeachment attempt (of 
Khango Konak) by exclusive 
36 Pangmi workers bears no 
constitutional sanctity and 
therefore cannot be construed 
as impeachment but simply 
an attempt to usurp power il-
legally and forcefully.”

It claimed that ‘all the 36 
Pangmi workers’ belong to 
the ‘breakaway NCA group 
and their failed coup’ bears no 
implication on the position or 
standing of the NSCN (K). It 
stated that the leadership of 
Khango Konyak—“a Chinese-
trained veteran of 1963 af-
ter glorious completion of 55 
years of military service”— was 
unanimously decided in June 

2017 by the central council and 
‘party workers.’ 

 “It must be noted that the 
coup attempt was endorsed 
by neither the central council, 
council of kilonsers or the 
party and not a single NSCN 
leaders from Indian side were 
consulted in either the coup or 
the selection of Yonghong (sic). 
The breakaway NCA group 
led by Pangmi renegades has 
already entered into an agree-
ment with Myanmar govern-
ment accepting Myanmar 
constitution thereby renounc-
ing the historical sovereign 
rights of the Nagas and has 
painstakingly been colluding 
with the juntas to capture or 
assassinate Khango Konyak 
and the rest of NSCN workers. 

“Regardless of the presence 
of two Lt. generals from Indian 
side in the NCA group, without 
cadres and mandate they no 
longer command any cred-
ibility to represent the Nagas 
in any platform since they 
have wilfully accepted Myan-
mar union and denounced 
the Naga struggle for sover-

eignty on their own volition,” 
it stated.

Surprisingly, it ‘advised 
the press and media not to 
concoct stories or aggravate 
the situation further.’ It stated 
that the media should verify 
“the facts before reporting.” 
It is worth mentioning that 
since the “impeachment” of 
Khango Konyak, the two war-
ring groups within the NSCN 
(K) have been using the local 
newspapers justify their claims 
to run the group.     

Given the circumstances, 
it strangely warned that “the 
self-appealing distortion of 
the truth must not be repeated 
again or else would be viewed 
as enemy aided anti-Naga 
propaganda.”

The statement read: “Also 
be enlightened that Khango 
Konyak led NSCN is the one 
and the same NSCN that has 
been in existence since 1980 
formed to salvage the Nagas 
from the infamous Shillong 
Accord of 1975 and therefore 
not a new creation or a new 
faction.”

Section of NSCN (K) claims Khango was not ‘impeached’ 
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File photo: A fleet of pink buses seen in tow prior to becoming operational in Dimapur.    

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 20: Roughly a 
month after introducing the pink 
bus service (exclusive to women) 
in Dimapur and Kohima, the 
state government has ordered 
the Nagaland State Transport de-
partment to also allow “married 
couples, elders, and children” to 
travel in the pink bus.

With the new transport sys-
tem having completed a month 
of service in Dimapur and in Ko-
hima, Eastern Mirror carried out a 
survey to assess its ‘success’ in the 
state’s commercial hub.

The city and pink buses ply 
between Chumukedima ‘first gate’ 
and Dimapur NST station daily. On 
review, it was found that the city 
buses cater to commuters more 
than the pink buses. It was easy to 
understand as the pink buses are 
meant only for women, whereas, 
city buses are for general use.

According to an official from 
the department of Nagaland 
State Transport, the buses start 
operation at 6 am. However, he 
informed that the number of 
passengers were fewer in the 
morning, and at times the pink 
buses reach Chumukedima al-
most empty. 

The official informed that 
heavy rush of commuters occurs 
between 11 am to 2 pm. The offi-
cial, who wished to remain anony-
mous, expressed satisfaction with 
the service while mentioning that 
feedback from the commuters 
had been wonderful and that 
the department is working hard 

Pink buses: Govt. extends service to 
elders and children besides women

Tongpang Ozukum, third from left, attending an inter-state debate competition at Maram in Manipur on 
Sat. Oct. 20.   

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): The 
first ever Manipur-Nagaland 
inter-college debate with the 
theme "Voices of brother-
hood—a debating festival" 
was held at Fr. Jose Memo-
rial Auditorium, Don Bosco 
College, Maram (DBCM) on 
Saturday. Students from the 
two states debated on the 
topic: "Monopoly over the 
local market by the illegal 
immigrants is waning away 
the entrepreneurial spirit of 
local youths." 

Joysree Heisnam of DM 
College (Arts) walked away 
with the first prize in the de-
bate competition organised 

Artificial boundary cannot separate our identity—Tongpang Ozukum
First inter-
college debate 
between 
Nagaland and 
Manipur held 
at Don Bosco 
College, Maram 

by the Senapati District De-
bating Society (SDBS), while 
Sophy A Shimray of MU 
(Arts) won the second prize, 
and Anamika Heisankhong-
jam of DM College (Arts) 
stood in the third place.

Minister for Public Work 
Department (PWD), Tong-
pang Ozukum, the chief 
guest of the event, said, that 
"it is an undeniable fact that 
as two states—Manipur and 
Nagaland —have our own 
distinct identity and unique 
history which nobody can 
deny. We all have our inher-
ent rights which no one can 
take away from us."

"Artificial boundaries 
may be drawn within the 
community or between 
communities, but we are 
what we are," said Ozukum, 
adding that people from 
both the states must respect 
each others' history and 
honour each others' inher-
ent rights. 

Stressing on the need 
for peace and harmony be-
tween the two states, he 
pointed out that to uplift 

to provide the best service to the 
citizens. 

He disclosed that some com-
muters have conveyed their 
gratitude stating that the bus 
service had saved them consider-
able money and made their daily 
schedule ‘very convenient.’ 

He however shared that the 
pink buses do not draw passen-
gers as expected. This, he said, has 
prompted the Nagaland govern-
ment to issue a directive allowing 
married couples, elders, and chil-
dren to travel along with women in 
the pink buses. 

According to the assistant 
general manager of NST, the new 
system would be implemented as 
soon as the department receives a 
copy of the government’s order. He 
admitted that some commuters 
have requested the department to 
improve the frequency of the bus 
services, stating that, at times they 
have to wait for almost an hour in 
stations to board the bus. 

Towards this, he said the de-
partment is anticipating more 
buses from the government in the 
days to come to help deal with 
the issue. 

Despite clear ground rules, the 
official regretted, most passengers 
tend to stop and board the buses 
from wherever they want. He how-
ever admitted that the department 
was yet to designate bus stops 
from where passengers can board.    

Informing that the buses used 
to complete eight to ten trips per 
day during the early days, the of-
ficial said that they now hardly 
makes six trips per day. 

“With the coming of festive 
season, traffic has become very 
heavy. Therefore, buses now can 
hardly make even six trips in a 

day,” he stated.
While sharing her opinion and 

experience about the bus service, 
a woman who travels regularly 
told Eastern Mirror, “This bus 
service has done a great job for 
citizens, particularly poor ones. 
The fare is reasonable, and many 
who cannot afford auto fares in 
the past now utilise this service; 
it is also convenient and comfort-
able. Auto drivers in Dimapur 
implement their own rules as and 
when they like. They charge extra 
money at night and also increase 
fare when petrol price is inflated. 
However, even when petrol prices 
are slashed they continue to de-
mand the same increased rate. It 
hurts our sentiments,” she shared.

Another woman opined, “It 
will be more convenient for com-
muters if the department can 
come out with a bus tracking 
App like Ola and Uber. Buses are 
not very frequent and there were 
instances when we had to wait 
for almost one hour for the bus 
to arrive. With the App we can 
keep track of the buses and it will 
definitely make the service more 
convenient.”

Meanwhile, one student sug-
gested, “If the department can 
provide one or two buses in the 
morning, during school hours, 
to ferry only students, it will save 
us considerable time and even 
money. Auto (rickshaw) charges a 
lot and we cannot afford to travel 
by auto every day, so this is my 
humble suggestion and request to 
the department.”

any society there should be 
peaceful atmosphere. "As 
such, in order to be at par 
with other developed states 
in India, Manipur and Na-
galand have to usher peace 
in our respective states and 
also between the two sister-
states," asserted the min-
ister. 

Stating that Manipur 
and Nagaland will always 

be neighbours, he said peo-
ple of the states have many 
things to learn from each 
other and urged them to 
be "tolerant, respectful and 
trusted neighbours.” 

Ozukum said this inter-
college debate has brought 
students from the two states 
together, giving a chance to 
know each other more and 
become closer as friends, 

and not live as strangers. 
Such programme, he main-
tained, would also help in 
transforming the society, 
besides giving the students 
an opportunity to exhibit 
their talents. He went on to 
say that the event would go 
a long way towards making 
a positive impact not only 
on the participating stu-
dents but also on the people 

of the two states in general.
Stating that the pow-

er of real debate is in the 
language and intellectual 
honesty of the participants, 
he advised the students 
to exhibit their skills and 
talents in the debate using 
soft words but harden their 
argument.

The minister encour-
aged the audience to or-
ganise more of such pro-
grammes in “every field” 
and urged them to carry the 
“voice of brotherhood” and 
become the messengers of 
brotherhood for Manipur 
and Nagaland.

Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Sebastian, 
Karottupuram, principal 
DBC Maram said the basic 
idea of the debate was to 
develop the spirit of entre-
preneurship and encourage 
the youth to take up such 
endeavours. Stating that the 
present society has lots of 
issues, problems and fights, 
he advocated the spirit of 
healthy and innovative de-
bate of solving problems in-
stead of resorting to muscle 

and gun power. 
Naga Students’ Fed-

eration general secretary, 
Imtiyapang said the theme 
of the debate is very apt to 
the present context, say-
ing that the biggest threat 
and challenge faced by the 
Northeastern states today 
is the influx of illegal im-
migrants. 

Citing examples of As-
sam and Sikkim states, he 
expressed concern that if 
the issue is not tackled, the 
day is not far when the Na-
gas will be dominated by 
the immigrants. “It is us who 
invite these people to our 
homes and towns,” he said, 
adding that social reforma-
tion through encourage-
ment, dignity of labour and 
trust for one another is the 
need of the hour to fight this 
big threat. 

Imtiyapang also appre-
ciated the organisers of the 
programme for providing a 
platform for young minds 
from both the states to share 
ideas, common problems 
and goals.
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A choir presenting a song during the silver jubilee celebration of the Christian Youth Endeavour, NCRC, 
Kenuozou, Kohima. (Inset) D. Suokhrie, Pastor NCRC Kenuozou delivering the Jubilee message.

PHED (U) Participants and PHED officials at the training programme in Kohima on Oct. 12.

Participants during the one-day sensitisation programme for GB/chairman on  the topic “vulnerability 
mapping and disease profiling”  for urban Dimapur on Oct. 16.

Students attending awareness programme on consumer rights and responsibilities 
in Phek on Oct. 16. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The Christian Youth En-
deavour (CYE) of NCRC (Na-
galand Christian Revival 
Church) Kenuozou celebrat-
ed 25 years of its foundation 
on Oct. 14. The jubilee was 
celebrated at NCRC Kenuo-
zou church with the theme 
“This is the day the Lord has 
made....” (Psalm 118:24). 

What began as a youth 
fellowship when the Chris-
tian revival church was 
established in Kenuozou 
in 1991 soon blossomed 
into the CYE in 1993 with 
a few members. It has now 
transformed into a vibrant 
congregation of youth from 
various communities. 

Delivering the jubi-
lee message,  Dziesetuo 
Suokhrie, pastor of NCRC 
Kenuozou, expressed his 
profound gratitude to al-
mighty God for bringing 
the youths to where it is 

ANSTA Wokha conference on Nov. 1
The general conference of the All Nagaland State Teachers 
Association (ANSTA) Wokha will be held on Nov. 1 starting 
11 am at Town Hall, Wokha. The new office bearers for 
2018-2021 tenure will be selected at the event. So, the as-
sociation’s general secretary, A. Phyolumo Lotha has asked 
all the government school -- GHS, GMS and GPS -- teachers 
to attend the conference. 

Naga Club to hold meeting with 
descendants of memo signatories 
The Naga Club will be holding a coordination meeting with 
the descendants of the 20 signatories of the historic memo-
randum on the Naga Hills submitted to the Simon Commis-
sion on Oct. 22 at the conference hall, Red Cross building, 
Kohima at 2 pm.  The Naga Club president, Krurovi Peseyie, 
in a press note, said that the coordination meeting is a vital 
and lead-in get-together of all concerned towards the success 
of the centenary celebration of the Naga Club scheduled on 
Nov. 29.

Dimapur Bangali Samaj condoles 
The Dimapur Bangali Samaj mourned the sad demise of Dr. 
Suhas Sen who one of the senior-most physicians in Dimapur.  
The DBS president, KK Paul, in a message, said that Dr. Suhas 
Sen rendered a yeoman service to the people of Dimapur and 
his services would be remembered by the people. The Samaj 
further conveyed heartfelt condolences to the bereaved 
family members. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (OCT 20)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 30 20 22.3 84 NIL

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA 19.2 14.6 18 96 NIL

ZBT 23.1 15.3 21.1 98 NIL

MON 26 18 19 83 NIL

TUENSANG 23 19 18.4 89 NIL

MKG 25 15.3 15.6 67 NIL

PHEK 23 14 14.3 90 NIL

KIPHIRE 23 13 16.5 89 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 25 13 16.5 73 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27 16.2 18.8 67 Nil

JALUKIE 23 11 17.8 74 Nil

MANGKOLEMBA 27.6 20 22.3 84 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

now, and especially thanked 
the pioneers for their un-
ceasing dedication towards 
strengthening the youth.  
He also thanked the well-
wishers from the revival 
youth fellowships of the An-
gami, Northern Angami and 
Kohima Town units (ACRYF, 
N AC RY F,  K TC RY F )  a n d 
representatives of various 
churches. 

Deliberating on the 
meaning of the Jubilee, pas-
tor Suokhrie said it’s a time 
when liberty was declared 
for all, and a season of re-
joicing for the anniversary 
of a special event. He said 
this was a time to keep the 
Sabbath holy through obedi-
ence so that there would be 
no disasters, and safety and 
stability will prevail. 

Describing the Jubilee 
year as a time of forgive-
ness of sins and forgiving 
one another, he exclaimed 

that it is the time when lost 
faith can be restored. He 
expounded the verse from 
Romans 14:17, saying that 
the kingdom of God is not 
mere feasting but finding 
peace and rejoicing in the 
Holy Spirit. 

The paster exhorted 
that truly accepting Christ 
as one’s personal saviour 
would give way to a willing 
heart that leads to obedi-
ence. He prayed that God 
would revive the people 
again through the breaking 
of chains that bind humans 
to sin. He also led a pledge 
taken by the congregation 
to forgive each other and 
make way for the manifold 
blessings that come only 
from God. 

The Jubilee service was 
chaired by Neituo Khana, 
chairman of NCRC Kenuo-
zou, and Mülüvoto Ringa led 
praise and worship service.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), Wokha district, resolved 
after its executive meeting held on Oct. 19 
to render its full support to the state BJP 
leaders and that there would be no change 
of guard in the party setup in the district. 

 The party said in a statement that the 
BJP Wokha district has reaffirmed and 
resolved to give full support and coop-
eration to Temjen Imna Along, the state BJP 
president and his team for the uplift of the 
party. It also resolved to work together to 
strengthen the party under the guidance 
and advice of deputy chief minister, Y Patton 
and Advisor, Mmhonlumo Kikon. 

The district party unit also resolved 
that there would be no change of guards in 

the mandals, frontals and district officials 
at present “since all the rank and files are 
voluntarily working hard for betterment of 
party.” 

Subenthung Kithan, vice president, 
BJP Nagaland was the special guest of the 
executive meeting. All the BJP Wokha office 
bearers and district executive members, 
state executive members representing the 
district, four mandal presidents and general 
secretaries, presidents and general secretar-
ies of frontal organisations like the BJYM, 
BJMM, ST Morcha, Kisan Morcha, minor-
ity Morcha and ex. servicemen cell, and 
some state office bearers representing the 
district and senior party workers attended 
the meeting. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): On the occasion of police com-
memoration day, the Wokha battalion of Assam Rifles 
carried out an interaction programme called “Veer Naris” 
(war widows) which was attended by 10 women, eight 
children and five relatives of martyrs on October 20.

The interaction primarily focused on addressing the 
problems and grievances of ex-servicemen (ESM) and 
Veer Naris.

 During the interaction programme, ESM and Veer 
Naris were advised to keep healthy relationship and main-
tain unity in order to jointly address and resolve various 
problems on time. 

The ESM and Veer Naris appreciated the effort taken 
by the Battalion, read a statement from AR. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): Sainik School, 
Punglwa conducted a promotional lec-
ture on all India Sainik school entrance 
examination at 28th Battalion of Assam 
Rifles, Wokha. A total of 156 students 
attended the programme. 

Sainik School, Punglwa staff, Tson-
thonga, who delivered the lecture, 
motivated the young generation and 
stressed on the importance of infra-
structure, education standards and 
living environment in the residential 
school. Saying that registration for 
academic session 2019-20 has com-
menced for class VI and class IX, Tson-
thonga said the school provides state-
of-the-art facilities to its students like 
well-stacked library, good laboratories, 

and sports facilities.
On the sidelines, Tsonthonga 

informed that the school is a fully 
residential school run on the lines of 
boarding schools. It offers a common 
curriculum and is affiliated to CBSE, 
New Delhi. Admissions are based on 
entrance test followed by interview and 
medical examination. 

Further, he informed that the de-
fence ministry, which runs 22 Sainik 
schools across the country, has started 
examining the possibility of enrolling 
girls at Sainik School. Such a move 
would be seen as a first step towards 
the entry of women in national defence 
academy, informed a press release re-
ceived on Saturday. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): A one 
day sensitisation programme for 
GB/chairman on  the topic “vul-
nerability mapping and disease 
profiling”  for urban Dimapur was 
held on Oct. 16 at tourist lodge 
which was organised by national 
urban health mission. 

During the sensitisation pro-
gramme, Dr. K. Vikato Kinimi, 
chief medical officer, urged the 
participants to cooperate for the 
success of this survey since it is for 
the benefit of the general public. 
This survey will also reflect on the 
pattern of diseases of the popula-
tion and shall be implemented on 
the two existing wellness centre 
in the UPHCs which will provide 
free treatment to all the under 
privileged families. 

Dr. Aomeren Longkumer, 
GDMO Seikhazou UPHC Kohima 
was the resource person for this 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): The 
department of legal metrology 
and consumer protection, Phek 
district, conducted an aware-
ness programme on the theme 
“rights and responsibilities of 
consumers” at the Government 
Higher Secondary School, Phek, 
on Oct. 16.

The programme was chaired 
by Medongunuo.

Vethothi Vero, panel lawyer 
and asst. project coordinator, 
District Legal Services Authority, 
Phek was the resource person of 
the programme that was attended 
by more than five hundred stu-
dents and teachers. He spoke on 
the rights as well as the responsi-
bilities of consumers particularly 
in dealing with business commu-
nities and service providers. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): Wang-
khao Govt. College IQAC (internal 
quality assurance cell) held a two-
day sensitisation programme on 
NAAC assessment on Oct. 16 and 
17. 

On the first day, the pro-
gramme was held at DC’s con-
ference hall which was chaired 
by Mon deputy commissioner, 
Thavaseelan K, who is also the 
chairman of the college advisory 
board. The second day programme 
was held at the college principal’s 
chamber.

Dr. Manoj Prabhakar, asst. 
professor, SETAM, Nagaland Uni-
versity, Kohima, highlighted on the 
importance of NAAC assessment 

and accreditation that has become 
mandatory for every college in 
India. He also stressed on the dif-
ferent criteria and strategies for 
fulfilling the NAAC requirements.

The principal of the college, Dr. 
M Libanthung Ngullie, highlighted 
the achievements of the college 
and the strategies being initiated 
currently to prepare for the ensu-
ing NAAC assessment. 

Thavaseelan also spoke on 
need for development of the col-
lege both physical and academic 
by liaising with other agencies. 
Bhavani, IAS, SDO (Civil), Di-
mapur, also visited the college 
and encouraged the College com-
munity.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Dimapur police will be en-
forcing a drive against the use 
of tinted glass/black films on 
four-wheeler vehicles from 
Oct. 22. 

The Dimapur police addl. 
dy. comm. of police/PRO, said 
in a statement that the drive 
will be undertaken in compli-
ance with the Supreme Court 
ban on tinted glasses beyond 
the visual light transmission 
limit of 70 % for the front/rear 
windshields and 50 % for the 
side windows. 

All vehicles owners have 
been requested to co-operate 
during this exercise.

Meanwhile, the PRO in-
formed that on the occasion 
of ‘Police Commemoration 
day Oct. 21, the Commis-
sioner of Police Dimapur, 
along with the entire rank 
and file of Dimapur, paid its 
utmost respect and honour 
to UBC Thiubuibo Zeliang, 
“who in the line of duty made 
the supreme sacrifice after 
demonstrating exemplary 
will power and courage in the 
face of adversity during a spe-
cial police operation in 2014.”

“Remembering his ul-
timate sacrifice, Dimapur 
Police once again pledges 
to selflessly strive against all 
odds no matter how perilous 
to maintain peace among 
the citizens and bring justice 
to the needy,” the Dimapur 
police stated. 

Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The Public Health Engi-
n e e r i n g  D e p a r t m e n t 
(PHED) conducted a ca-
pacity building training 
on Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) sustainability for ru-
ral bodies in the conference 
hall of PHED urban division 
Kohima on October 12. The 
programme was sponsored 
by rural development de-
partment (GIA /SFA). 

Executive Engineer, Ko-
hima urban division PHED, 
P Khetoi Sema delivered 
the welcome address and 

Thenusou Sekhose, HRD 
Consultant, WSSO, PHED 
conducted the training. 
Sekhose highlighted the im-
pact of Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion (SBM) and informed 
that access to sanitation has 
grown enormously in India 
from 39% to 93%. She also 
said that with Nagaland 
becoming an ODF state, 
attention is now moving to 
sustainability initiatives for 
IEC, capacity building and 
Swachhagrahis .

Sekhose also empha-
sised that  sustaining ODF 

status is at the core of the 
SBM, therefore, the Indi-
vidual Household Latrine 
(IHHL) constructed under 
the scheme should con-
tinue to function, and the 
community must ensure 
continuous usage of toilets 
and practice of self hygiene 
behaviour, maintain the 
ODF status, operation and 
maintenance to be done 
by the community them-
selves.

The programme was 
chaired by Abinuo Peki, 
SDO, PHED.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): Dimapur police has updated on 
the crime scenario in the city and the persons arrested in 
connection with the different crimes committed during 
the past week. 

On Oct. 15, the police arrested one person identified as 
one Rendemo Ezung (21) for house-breaking and burglary. 

Another person identified as Hotovi Zhimo (46) was 
arrested for illegal gambling at railway bazaar area on 
October 18, and six dices, a gambling bucket and cash 
amount of INR 3890 were seized from his possession. On 
the same day, the anti-vehicle theft squad (AVTS) arrested 
two bike lifters identified as one Inaka Achumi (23) and 
Kaviho Chophy (24). 

The Dimapur police also arrested one person identi-
fied as Puloto Awomi (21) on Oct. 20 for obstructing police 
personnel on duty.  

Bikes recovered 
Dimapur police recovered two motorbikes -- a Hero Sport 
B/R. No. NIL, C/No. MBLKCS296HGJQ1215, E/No. KG12E-
HHGJQ2772; and a black Bajaj Pulsar B/R. No. NL-01J5973 
C/No. MD2DHDZZTCJ50799, E/NO. DHGPTJ36513. 
Rightful owners can contact the Chumukedima police 
station for further details. 

 
Extortion
Police apprehended one person identified as one Anaka 
Katty on Oct. 16 while extorting money from vegetable 
vendors and seized a cash amount of INR 550 from his 
possession. Four people identified as Mukhi Yim (32) 
said to be an ‘ss’ Capt. of NSCN (U); Ahaito Achumi (34), 
Shikato Achumi (37), and Avika Yepthomi (30 yrs) were 
also apprehended on October 18 while demanding money 
from the business community. Police seized six FGN tax 
slips and one packet of brown sugar from their possession. 

On Oct. 20, the Anti Extortion Team (AET) of Dimapur 
police arrested one person identified as one Atikur Raha-
man (38) hailing from Karimkanj, Assam, for collecting 
illegal tax from the betel leaves wholesalers allegedly “for 
underground organisations at Hazi park area, Dimapur.” 

The police informed that cases have been registered 
against all the arrested at various police stations in Di-
mapur for further investigation. 

programme. He briefed on the vulner-
ability assessment and disease profile 
tools and also highlighted on why the 
upcoming survey is important for the 
welfare of the people.  The programme 
was chaired by Supongbenla Lemtur 
Dy. Director IEC Bureau DHFW Kohima. 
Altogether 62 GBs/Chairman attended 
the workshop. The programme was also 
attended by Deputy CMO, Dimapur, DIO 
Dimapur and RRT WHO. 

It may also be mentioned that the 
survey for vulnerability mapping and dis-
ease profiling for urban Dimapur will be 
conducted from Oct.  24 in all the urban 
wards under Dimapur. The first batch 
training for ASHAs, youth volunteers and 
Mahilla Arogya Samiti will be held on Oct. 
22 for wards No. 1, 21, 10, 11, 09, 13, 12, 
14, 15, 23, 07, and 16. The second batch 
training will be held on Oct. 23 for wards 
no. 03, 22, 04, 05, 02, 08, 20, 06, 17, 18 and 
19. The training venue will be at Town 
Hall Dimapur from 9:30 am onwards.
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Members of the judicial officers’ association.  

An Assam Rifles officer gives away prizes to boys during a painting competition that the Shamator battalion 
of the security force organised on October 19 in Tuensang district.

Forest officials of Peren district and villagers at a publicity event for conservation, on October 6. The students who were given certifications from a music curriculum that the Nagaland RMSA incorporated 
in its project, seen here during a programme on October 18 at Mesulumi Village Baptist Church, in Phek 
district. 

Jalukie community harvesting 
fruits from forest conservation 

Nagaland’s judiciary reminded 
to be independent, impartial 

NE Christian Univ. accredited 
to certify the ‘Kobiraj’

With big list of novelties, Thuwuni 
ready to celebrate the indigenous 

All in a day’s social work for the Assam Rifles 

Education scheme adopts 
music after hitting high notes

Kohima markets ordered to provide toilets 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) has released re-
cently a report Bonn Chal-
lenge and India 2018’ which 
mentioned best practices 
for restoration effort by the 
community’s of old Jalukie 
joint forest management 
committee. 

The local community 
there appears to be mak-
ing good inroads into an 
area that once functioned 
primarily as a source of 
sustenance that held no 
significance for the larger 
ecological issues other 
than to provide food and 
fuel. 

Events associated with 
the conservation activity 
continue in various forms.  
The Forest division of Peren 
district conducted a public-
ity event on October 6 to 
distribute chicks and poul-
try farm equipments, and 
solar lamps, among others. 
A delayed report, a press 
release, on Saturday said 
that they set up a “modular 
poultry farming” unit at old 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): The judiciary in 
India is “above the administrative executive” 
and any attempt to make it at par with the 
administrative executive has to be discour-
aged. That is a premise that judicial officers 
in Nagaland especially must exercise their 
powers independently and with impartial-
ity to promote the cause of justice, judicial 
officials are told.  

The Nagaland Judicial Officers’ Asso-
ciation (NJOA) conducted its 16th general 
conference in Kohima on October 20 during 
which they were asked to be independent 
but impartial. Retired judge of the Gauhati 
High Court Zelre Angami was the chief guest 
of the event, a press release from the associa-
tion stated on Saturday. 

In his inaugural address, the press re-
lease stated, Zelre Angami spoke about the 
importance of the judiciary and its func-
tions,. 

“The judicial service is not service in the 
sense of employment. The judges are not 
employees. As members of the judiciary, 

they exercise the sovereign judicial power of 
the state,” the press release quoted him as 
having told the gathering.  “They are hold-
ers of public office in the same way as the 
members of the council of ministers and the 
members of the legislature.” 

The chief guest said that the judiciary 
under the Constitution of India was “above 
the administrative executive” and any at-
tempt to place it on par with the adminis-
trative executive has to be discouraged. He 
reminded the judicial officers of the state 
that they exercise their powers independ-
ently and must do so with impartiality. 

He emphasized on the importance of 
judicial officers performing their duties with 
integrity and promoting the cause of justice, 
the updates stated.  

The second session to the event followed 
with a presentation of reports and discus-
sions among the members. The final session 
of the day’s event was a program for Khape 
Koza, retired principal district and sessions 
judge, the press release stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The North East Christian 
University (NECU) has 
been accredited by the 
Quality Council of India as 
a personnel certifying body 
(PCB) for traditional com-
munity healthcare provid-
ers (TCHP). The NECU has 
become the first university 
in the country and second 
institution to have been 
recognized and accredited 
so, by the council of India, a 
press release from the insti-
tution’s media cell stated on 
Saturday.

The institution called 
the development a ‘matter 
of great honour for North-
east, India region in general 
and Nagaland in particular.’

The QCI administers 
quality control and stand-
ardization. Among others, 
the better known BIS, ISI, 
standards of products and 
management of hospitals 
and industry are under the 
purview of the QCI through 
its respective national lev-
el boards, the university 
stated. One of the initia-
tives that the NECU stated 
to have taken was to be 
recognized by the Quality 
Council as a certifying body 
for traditional community 
healthcare providers, or 
commonly traditional heal-
ers ‘kobiraj.’ 

“Many of the genuine 
ones have both competence 

and skills that have been 
passed on from generation 
and they have been self-
lessly providing effective 
healthcare to the commu-
nity,” the university stated. 

“In order to give them 
some form of recognition, 
the QCI, over the last five 
years started a pilot project 
whereby some 500 TCHPs 
were certified in six differ-
ent states. NECU felt that 
this facility and assessment 
scheme could be extend-
ed to the Northeast. The 
application procedure is 
elaborate since one need 
to confirm to international 
standards.” The NECU was 
established by an Act passed 
by the Legislative Assem-
bly of Nagaland and is rec-
ognized by the University 
Grants Commission Act to 
confer and award degrees 
for different programmes. It 
can also award certificates 
and diplomas in various 
specified areas. 

The NECU assured to 
continue to strive in areas 
that will empower and uplift 
the community and people 
of the region.

“It will aim for and 
maintain a high benchmark 
for quality teaching, training 
and facilitating. It welcomes 
partnership in any area that 
will help improve the qual-
ity of life of the people,” it 
added. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 20: Thuwu-
ni festival (Sumi Naga for ‘to 
progress’ or ‘to grow’) will 
celebrate the indigenous 
Sumi way of life when the 
festivities start in Pugh-
oboto, a subdivision of 
Zunheboto district. 

According to the or-
ganisers, the fourth edi-
tion of the festival will 
‘promote, preserve and 
sustain traditional culture 
and identity.’ It will work 
to generate opportunities 
to villagers by providing 
market and channels of 
network, according to up-
dates. 

The three-day festival 
is scheduled to be held 
from Nov. 15 to the 17th. It 
will be inaugurated by the 
governor of Nagaland, PB 
Acharya.

Musik-A, the organising 
group addressed a press 
conference at Hope Cafe at 
Duncan Basti in Dimapur 
on Sat. Oct. 20.     

Thuwu-ni festival has 
a theme to it: “Celebrating 
indigenous lifestyle.” It was 
started in 2014 in Pugh-
oboto. It envisages show-
casing indigenous culture, 
promotion of indigenous 
games and sports, adven-

ture sports, and farmers’ 
market and a music fes-
tival.

The festival also pro-
vides a combined integrat-
ed platform for local art, 
market for agriculture pro-
duce, and tourism besides 
‘exposure to new ideas and 
opportunities for the local 
villagers.’ 

“There has been posi-
tive enlightenment and 
uplift of the people from 
the Pughaboto area to-
wards improvement in 
p r o d u c t i v i t y,  s o c i a l 
progress and economic 
growth,” one of the organ-
isers said. 

The three-day festival 
that will feature an indig-
enous games and sports 
“Olympics” that offers a 
prize money of INR 2.5 
lakh; a Thuwuni music 
Festival; and Aphuyemi—
a cooking competition 
where 24 villages of Pugh-
oboto area will be partici-
pating. 

Aphuyemi will also in-
troduce the idea of ‘earn-
ing morning which will be 
generated for the compe-
tition prize money.’ An-
other event is the Akikit 
championship (‘last man 
standing’), also an indig-

enous game of the Sumi 
community. Registration 
to the event’s competitions 
is free. 

The organisers said 
that the festival was all 
about providing market 
and network for rural agri-
culture produce, and han-
dloom and handicraft. 

It will provide a rural 
tourism experience for 
tourists too, besides gen-
erating livelihood oppor-
tunities for the villagers 
of the area, and “promote, 
preserve and sustain tradi-
tional culture.”  

The organisers of Thu-
wuni festival assured to 
strive to mitigate any ‘im-
pact on the environment.’ 
For instance, the festival 
will be a ‘plastic-free festi-
val’ by introducing bamboo 
mugs and bins.

 A ‘recycling race,’ 
which is a competition to 
clean a designated area, 
and an award for “clean 
village” with prize money 
of INR 5 lakh, will be some 
of the other features of 
the event. The festival will 
commence with a ‘Swachh 
Bharat Marathon,’ the or-
ganisers said. 

Another noteworthy 
feature to the event is a 

“cashless service”— guests 
need to buy coupons from 
the box office before en-
tering the venue and with 
them, pay for all the serv-
ices at the festival.

‘All purchases made at 
the festival venue will be 
made via the coupon sys-
tem. One can buy unlim-
ited coupons according to 
one’s needs at the festival 
and also exchange the un-
used coupons at the end of 
the festival,’ the organisers 
said. 

Tickets to the festival 
will be on sale from Oct. 25 
and are priced depending 
on accommodation and 
other inclusions. 

There is an official Thu-
wuni Festival camping vil-
lage adjacent to the festi-
val’s area as well. 

Tickets to the camp-
ing area are valid only 
with a festival ticket, or 
alternatively, one may 
opt for home stay at 
Pughoboto, the organis-
ers informed. 

Members of students’ 
unions and women organi-
sations along with the local 
police will be in charge of 
security during the Thu-
wuni festival, the organis-
ers added. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Art and quiz, and tours and 
motivational programmes 
for youths, are some com-
munity initiatives that are 
now the social mainstay 
of the Assam Rifles. Vari-
ous divisions of the security 
establishment offered up-
dates on Saturday, inform-
ing community works that 
the security force has been 
undertaking in various dis-
tricts of Nagaland. 

In Tuensang district, the 
Shamator battalion of the 
Assam Rifles organised a 
painting competition at the 
government primary school 
of Saddle village, and at 
Straightway Mission School 
in Dan village, on October 
19. “The aim of the com-

petition was to encourage 
children to pursue extracur-
ricular activities for overall 
development,” a note from 
the security force informed. 
42 students participated, the 
updates informed.

In Phek district, the 
Chieswema battalion of 
the security force organised 
an inter-school quiz com-
petition with the topical 
theme ‘know your army.’ A 
note from the Assam Rifles 
on Saturday informed that 
the event was conducted at 
Chizami govt. high school 
on October 20.

“The aim of the com-
petition was to spread 
awareness about the secu-
rity forces and inculcate a 
competitive spirit among 

the students. Six teams, 
comprising three boys and 
three girls’ team from govt. 
high school Chizami, Sacred 
Heart Higher Secondary 
School, and Eastern Mis-
sion High School partici-
pated in the competition,” 
the note stated. Topics on 
Indian history, science and 
current affairs were also in-
cluded in the programme, it 
stated. The boys’ team from 
Chizami govt. high school 
was adjudged the winner of 
the competition.

Likewise, the Kohima 
Assam Rifles conducted an 
interactive session on the 
topic “today’s youth tomor-
row’s future,” at Fernwood 
School, in Kohima on Oc-
tober 18. 

Jalukie “to empower people 
at the grass root level aimed 
at reaching to the needy 
section of society.”

The Forest department 
continues to work with the 
community to sustain their 
Livelihood, the press re-
lease stated. The village’s 
council has declared 370 
hectares of land as a com-
munity biodiversity reserve 
and imposed total ban on 
“jhumming,” hunting, and 
logging. 

The community’s in-

volvement in restoration 
activities has become a 
means for employment to 
the local people, the press 
release stated.

“Development of a 
community is not all about 
making roads, constructing 
big buildings but basically 
development is the reali-
zation of oneself and the 
ability that prompt towards 
change,” district forest of-
ficer (DFO) Dr. Sentitula 
was quoted in the press 
release as having stated 

during the publicity pro-
gramme. 

Pointing out that the 
“forest is the storehouse for 
all living being,” the DFO 
said Naga forefathers “read 
nature in order to know 
the will of God.” She ex-
horted the community that 
“good forest is an indica-
tor of prosperity” and that 
“ecological and food secu-
rity depends on quality and 
quantity of forests.”

“These forests provide 
all our basic needs but we 

should harvest these re-
sources sustainably to meet 
the needs of our future gen-
erations and at the same 
time enhance our liveli-
hood,” the press release 
quoted Dr. Sentitula.

During the event, the 
president of the joint forest 
management committee, 
Iriegwang Mpom, was said 
to have assured the Forest 
officials that the commit-
tee still has the capacity 
to extend the community 
reserve area and that the 
community would con-
tinue to work with the de-
partment. 

A village leader, Hainke-
ing, of the village council 
of old Jalukie also assured 
to work for conservation 
together with the depart-
ment, the press release 
stated. 

The official programme 
was followed distribu-
tion and installation of 
four poultry sheds to rear 
“Vanaraja poultry chicks” 
through “semi-intensive 
method of rearing,” the 
establishment stated.

Dimapur, Oct 20 (EMN): 
The Rashtriya Madhyamik 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) in 
Nagaland has now among 
its arsenal an instrument 
that isn’t necessarily books 
but rather, no pun, an in-
strument of music.  A cur-
riculum of music is now 
part of the project in the 
state, according to updates 
from the government bul-
letin DIPR on Saturday.

The RMSA is a cen-
trally sponsored scheme 
of the ministry of Human 
Resource Development, 
for the development of sec-
ondary education in public 
schools throughout India. 

In the hope to promote 
music and ‘instil confi-
dence’, and ‘Christian val-
ues and leadership skills in 
children of rural villages,’ 
the Secheku Children Mu-
sic Ministry takes music 
lessons to 13 villages travel-
ling. The music ministry 
was founded by a Khrowut-
so Letro, a young musician, 
who reportedly takes a mo-
torbike to take his trade to 
the children. 

The 13 villages are in the 
area of Sucheku, under the 
subdivision officer’s (civil) 
establishment of Chizami, 
in Phek district. 

After receiving two 
classes per month since 
March 2015, the children 
sat for the music theory 
examination and came 
out with flying colours, the 

DIPR stated. Seven stu-
dents scored marks with 
distinction of 90% and over; 
five graduated with merit 
with over 70% and eight got 
through the course with 
60% and over marks.

The DIPR stated: “Over-
joyed with the perform-
ance of the students, the 
Secheku Children Music 
Ministry with the desire to 
acknowledge and encour-
age the students decided to 
organize a felicitation pro-
gramme for the successful 
students. When this came 
to the knowledge of School 
Education department, the 
department thought that 
the felicitation programme 
would be just the appropri-
ate event to also launch the 
music curriculum under 
RMSA and which is being 
introduced as a co-curric-
ular activity in government 
schools.” 

Accordingly, a pro-
gramme to launch the mu-
sic curriculum as part of 
the state’s RMSA was held 
in Mesulumi Village Baptist 
Church, in Phek district, 
on October 18. Additional 
Chief Secretary Temjen Toy 
did the honours of felicitat-
ing the successful students. 
He gave away violins and 
certificates from the Lon-
don College of Music to 
the top three students and 
cash incentives to 17 stu-
dents. He congratulated 
Khrowutso Letro for the 

work he did and encour-
aged the students to strive 
and excel to become assets 
to the society.

The principal secre-
tary for School Education 
launched the music cur-
riculum and announced 
that the government higher 
secondary school of Pfut-
sero to be the first school to 
introduce the curriculum. It 
was informed that the cur-
riculum was approved by 
the ministry at the centre as 
a pilot project for Nagaland. 

The music component 
of the scheme will aim 
at ‘adding colour’ to the 
school curriculum ‘with 
the hope that it will also 
attract and retain possible 
dropouts in school,’ the 
DIPR stated. The students 
were urged to be obedient 
to their parents ‘in the Lord 
which is right and to walk in 
the fear of the Lord which is 
the beginning of wisdom.’

The programme was 
chaired by Kevileno An-
gami, Mission Director, 
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan 
which was attended by 

About 500 people in-
cluding officials from the 
district administration and 
School Education depart-
ment, and village function-
aries, church leaders, par-
ents and children attended 
the event. The music stu-
dents also performed five 
songs during the event, the 
updates stated. 

Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): The Kohima 
Municipal Council (KMC) has directed 
shopping establishments, arcades, in 
Kohima town to ‘compulsorily’ provide 
toilet facilities within their respective 
complex.

The administrator of the KMC, Kovi 
Meyase, issued a notice on Saturday. 
The council stated that many shopping 
arcades in the capital town do not have 
toilet facilities for customers. In this re-
gard, all the arcades have been directed 
to make said facility available.

A separate notice from the KMC also 

requested the Kohima Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries to initiate a follow-
up action to ensure that the frontal fa-
cade of all the shops and establishments 
are to be properly painted. Likewise, 
they are to ensure that the establishment 
properly display the name of the shop, 
along with adequate light. 

Further, the municipal agency has 
asked that the establishments also en-
sure placing of dustbins and not to throw 
garbage on the roadsides except at the 
designated collection point as per the 
timing of the municipality.

“The lecture focused on 
imparting knowledge about 
the power of youth and their 
responsibility towards the 
society. During the lecture, 
aspects like skill develop-
ment, initiative of govt. of 
India for empowerment of 
the youth were shared with 
the students,” the Assam Ri-
fles stated.  67 students and 
seven teachers of Fernwood 
School attended the event, 
it added.

Another event that the 
security establishment or-
ganised for youths was a 
tour to Guwahati in Assam, 
and Shillong in Meghalaya. 
According to press release 
from the Assam Rifles on 
Saturday, the Tuensang bat-
talion organized a ‘national 
integration tour’ from  Oc-
tober 12 to the 20th for 15 
students and two teachers 
from Tuensang. 

‘The aim of the educa-
tional cum motivational 
tour was to providing expo-
sure to the diverse cultures 
and development activities 
going on in other parts of 
the Northeast. Apart from 
the visiting various places 
of tourist, cultural and his-
torical interest, the students 
had an audience with Shri 
Tathagata Roy, honourable 
governor of Meghalaya and 
senior officers of HQ DGAR,’ 
the press release from the 
Assam Rifles stated.
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Manipur Governor Dr. Najma Heptulla, Chief Minister N Biren Singh, and dignitaries releasing  releasing 
a souvenir during the state conclave at Raj Bhavan in Imphal. 

EM Images

Manipur governor urges legislators 
to promote ST, SC welfare schemes

Tripura attack: Villagers claim arson 
loot started at minister’s instigation

Mizo youths demand woman 
marrying non-tribal loses ST status

NDRF sent to Assam, AP after warning by China

DM orders probe into 
razing memorial of 
Tripura tribal rights leader

Grenade attack on CRPF 
vehicle in Imphal, one killed

CWC monitoring Brahmaputra, Siang rivers

Indigenous Manipur black rice ‘Chakhao’ to go global

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 20 (EMN):  Ma-
nipur Governor Dr. Najma 
Heptulla on Saturday recom-
mended the forum of Sched-
uled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe legislators and parlia-
mentarians to promote wel-
fare schemes of SC and ST.

Speaking at the Manipur 

state conclave on ‘National 
SC-ST Hub’ at Raj Bhavan 
in Imphal, Dr. Heptulla sug-
gested organising frequent 
workshop to motivate the 
educated youths in the field 
of skill development and 
entrepreneurship.

The North Eastern states 
require skill-based training 

depending on the natural 
resources, industry and na-
tive trades, she said.

The governor stated that 
Manipur has tremendous 
untapped resources which 
with proper grooming can 
participate effectively on the 
road to nation building.

Chief Minister, Minister 

Kalikapur (Tripura), Oct. 20 (PTI):  The 
300-odd people of  West Tripura district, 
who had fled the area after their homes 
were torched and looted over the al-
leged molestation of a girl, said Satur-
day that they were scared to return.

They alleged that the looting and 
ransacking of their houses in Lalit Bazar 
locality under Ranirbazar police station 
area began following instigation of 
revenue minister and prominent tribal 
leader N C Debbarma, who had gone 
there Friday.

Debbarma, president of the Indig-
enous People’s Front Tripura (IPFT), 
declined to comment on the charge.

Prohibitory orders under Section 
144 CrPC was promulgated in the 
area for 48 hours from 8 am Saturday, 
Sub-divisional Magistrate Subhasish 
Bandopaddhyaya said.

Bandopaddhyaya, who is camping 
in the area, told PTI that at least four 
houses were set ablaze on Friday and 
many others ransacked and looted.

Officials have started recording the 

losses, he said.
There was no problem after the 

initial confrontation on Thursday over 
the alleged molestation. But a group 
of tribal youths started torching and 
looting houses only after the minister’s 
visit, said the people who had fled and 
are now sheltered in a school near their 
village.

“The ransacking and looting of 
our houses started only after N C Deb-
barma visited the spot. He came here at 
9 am and looting of our houses started 
around an hour later. He had instigated 
the tribal youths to do the misdeeds,” 
50-year-old Samena Khatun, who was 
among of the 300 people, alleged.

The village is a stone’s throw from 
a camp of state paramilitary Tripura 
State Rifles (TSR) and villagers alleged 
that they did not act during the attack 
of the village.

The incident started when a girl, 
along with her boyfriend, had come to 
Ranirbazar area on Thursday from a 
nearby locality to see Durga idols there 

and four youths allegedly molested her 
and snatched her mobile phone. The 
two went back to their locality and then 
returned with a large group of people 
who tried to attack the houses of those 
who reportedly molested the girl.

The four had fled by then but were 
arrested on Friday. The attack contin-
ued on Friday and, on receipt of the 
information, Debbarma went there to 
pacify the situation but it could not be 
controlled immediately and around 300 
members of 61 families fled.

When contacted, the IPFT presi-
dent said, “We will hold a press confer-
ence and tell you about the incident.” 

On the villagers’ complained that 
looting and ransacking started in his 
presence, he declined to comment. The 
IPFT’s major partner BJP claimed the 
incident was the result of a conspiracy.

“We want punishment for both 
the molesters and those who looted 
and torched houses. No guilty should 
be spared.” BJP spokesperson Ashoke 
Sinha said.

Aizawl, Oct. 20 (PTI):  The 
Young Mizo Association 
(YMA), a youth organisation 
in Mizoram, has demanded 
enactment of a law to ensure 
that any Mizo woman who 
marries a non-tribal loses 
her scheduled tribe status.

The demand was raised 
in a one-day conference of 
the YMA here Friday and 
it was decided that the As-
sociation would soon sub-
mit a proposal to the state 
government to enact a law 
to that effect, a YMA state-
ment said.

Such legislation, if en-
acted, will take back sched-
uled tribe status of any Mizo 

woman who marries a non-
tribal, it said.

The conference also pro-
posed to move the state gov-
ernment to commence a bus 
service between Champhai 
town in Mizoram and Tahan 
town in Myanmar as many 
Mizos resided there.

The delegates of the con-
ference also proposed to 
take up the matter of imple-
mentation of the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
in Mizoram. The confer-
ence decided that the YMA 
would take steps to ensure 
that traditional Mizo clothes 
and ‘puan’ (shawl) were pat-
ented, the statement said.

Guwahati, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
The Centre has sent eight 
companies of National Dis-
aster Rescue Force (NDRF) 
to Arunahal Pradesh followed 
by six others to Assam after 
intimation from the Chinese 
government that landslide 
has blocked the Milin section 
of the main stream of Yarlung 
Zangbo or Brahmaputra river 
recently and that it might 
impact the lower reaches of 
the river.

The Arunahal Pradesh 
government as well as the 
Assam government has in-
structed and alerted all the 
districts located near Siang 
and Brahmaputra river which 
might be affected due to the 
water flow of the river in near 
future.

It is believed that the sud-
den blockade caused by the 
landslides might burst any-
time and cause flash floods in 
downstream areas in Assam 
and Arunachal Pradesh.

Arunachal Pradesh gov-
ernment has alerted the peo-

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 20 (EMN): The 
Manipur’s organic aromatic 
black rice known as ‘Cha-
khao’ or ‘Chahao’ in local 
dialect is likely to be made 
available soon in markets 
across the globe.

A formal export launch-
ing session of the product 
under the brand name Cha-
hao was held in Imphal in 
this regard this afternoon.

High Vision Consultants, 
a Haryana based company is 
playing a key role in global 
promotion and marketing of 
the organic product under 
their initiative ‘Healthy food 
and healthy life’.

Speakers of the event 
expressed their desire to 
promote healthy food for 
better health.

Khaidem said that the 
primary objective of the con-

MIRROR CROSS WORD 1972
ACROSS
1. Cut off from a whole
6. Small drinks
10. Something previously mentioned
14. A river in southeastern France
15. Dwarf buffalo
16. Single-channel sound
17. Fortune telling card
18. Barge
19. Backside
20. A subordinate company
22. A cereal marsh grass
23. Long period of time
24. Expel
26. Withdraw or break away
30. Genus of long-tailed African 

squirrel
32. Door-to-door cosmetic company
33. Body plasmas
35. A wealthy man
39. A 2-masted sailing ship
41. Dance step
42. Delete
43. Result
44. Organs of sight
46. Small island
47. Wise men
49. Pictures
51. Pet food pellets
54. Also
55. Inactive
56. Bargains
63. Shakespearean king
64. Knowing a secret (2 words)
65. Thrall
66. Weedy annual grass
67. City in Yemen
68. Stories
69. Sleigh
70. Be defeated
71. Fortune tellers 
DOWN
1. Seats oneself
2. Jacob’s brother

3. “Action word”
4. God of love (Greek 

mythology)
5. Fastened again
6. Indian antelope
7. Native of Peru
8. Impoverished
9. Twain character Tom ______
10. Showman
11. The oldest of the 3 orders of 

Greek architecture
12. Decree
13. Specks 

21. Accomplishes
25. A month
26. Japanese rice wine
27. Flat or level
28. Temporary canvas beds
29. Constrained
30. Medical photographs
31. Lack of difficulty
34. Sword
36. Strong woody plant fiber
37. City in Norway
38. B B B B
40. Get better 

45. Blemish
48. Affable
50. Lifts
51. Pleated tartan skirts
52. Model of excellence
53. Make a loud noise
54. 1000 kilograms
57. Prefix indicating “Within”
58. Moves
59. Winged
60. Story
61. Always
62. Soap-frame bar

SUD0KU 1812
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box con-
tains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1811

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1971

Tribal Development and  
Hills N Kayisii, Hill Area 
Committee Chairman TT 
Haokip, MLA Chaltonlien 
Amo also attended as guests. 

Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh who also attended the 
conclave, said that special 
focus should be given to 
SC-ST entrepreneurs who 
belong to the weaker sec-
tion of the society. To uplift 
them economically by giving 
training is the concern of the 
governor, he added.

Lauding the governor’s 
initiatives including the ‘Fly-
ing Ambulance,’ promotion 
of traditional handloom and 
handicrafts products, he 
said that his government 
is working under a motto 
“What we said we will do, 
we should deliver.”  Un-
der this motto, he said four 
women markets have been 
inaugurated in the districts 
and further informed that 
market at Senapati, Chandel 
and Tamenglong will be in-
augurated by the first week 
of next month. 

Agartala, Oct. 20 (IANS): The district authorities here have 
ordered a probe into allegations that members of the ruling 
BJP removed a memorial of Mohini Tripura at Matai village, 
and laid a foundation stone to build a Ram temple there, of-
ficials said on Saturday.

“After receiving a written complaint from a CPI-M delega-
tion, I have ordered a probe,” South Tripura District Magis-
trate and Collector Debapriya Bardhan told IANS. 

Ghuncha Sanobar, the Sub-Divisional Magistrate of 
Belonia, will inquire into the incident, and the authorities 
would decide the next course of action after she files a report, 
he said. 

A four-member delegation of the Communist Party of 
India-(Marxist), led by its central committee member Badal 
Choudhury, met the District Magistrate on Friday and sought 
an immediate reinstatement of the memorial of Mohini 
Tripura. 

Mohini, a tribal rights activist, was killed in police firing 
in 1968 while protesting against the government’s ban on 
‘Jhum’ cultivation in the “Reserve Forest”, as notified by the 
central government. 

Imphal, Oct. 20 (PTI): A CRPF jawan was killed and another 
injured when a grenade was hurled at their vehicle by sus-
pected militants at Nagampal area of Imphal town in Ma-
nipur on Saturday, police said.

The incident took place at around 6.30 pm and the CRPF 
jawan who was identified as Umesh was killed on the spot in 
the blast, the police told PTI.

The explosion is the second in the state since the early 
hours of Friday when an IED explosion occurred at Kangpok-
pi district a few hours ahead of Chief Minister N Biren Singh’s 
programme. The vehicle was transporting a small contingent 
of CRPF personnel from Kangpokpi district to their camp at 
Lamphel in Imphal West district, the police said.

The injured, who was identified Ram Ranjan was rushed 
to the Regional Institute of Medical Sciences (RIMS).

Investigation into the blast is on, the police added. The 
chief minister said on Friday that such incidents will not be 
tolerated and measures have been taken to catch the culprits 
with the assistance of the state police and paramilitary forces.

sortium is to bridge the gap 
between the producers and 
buyers in the region.

“We’re lucky that we have 
got a good food buyers com-

pany after the farmers in our 
state face a series of prob-
lems for not getting the buy-
ers for their organic products 
in the last two years,” he said. 

Speaking to reporters on 
the sideline of the launching 
function, founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of the High 
Vision Consultants Sanjay 

Kumar Swami said that he 
detected the quality of Cha-
hao during his recent visit to 
Manipur recently. 

“We’re trying our best to 
promote and introduce such 
an important rice variety 
considering it’s nutrient val-
ues and antioxidant proper-
ties to the world as few peo-
ple know about the special 
character of this scented rice 
variety in the world ,” said 
Sanjay Kumar. 

Informing that his com-
pany will be studying every 
aspects of the rice variety 
with farmers for the upcom-
ing initiatives, he assured 
that the company will try to 
procure Chahao from Ma-
nipur as many as possible. 

“The company is target-
ing to procure around 1000 
metric tonnes during 2018-
19,” he informed.

On being asked as to why 
the company is not target-
ing in other NE states where 
there are reports of produc-
ing Chahao, he said that 
the quality of available in 
Manipur is not comparable 
to other in terms of its nutri-
ent values.

The state under the Hor-
ticulture department had 
cultivated Chahao across 
2000 hectares in four valley 
districts under the scheme 
of ‘Organic Mission Organic 
Value Chain Development.’

According to Subhas 
Naoroibam, a farmer from 
Sekta village in Imphal east 
district, Chahao cultivation 
helps in increasing their an-
nual income comparing to 
normal rice cultivation prac-
tices as it has more market 
value and lesser labour in 
plant management.

ple living in periphery of 
Siang river not to venture out 
in the river for collection of 
firewood or for fishing.

Assam chief minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal on Friday 

said that six NDRF compa-
nies are on the way to As-
sam from Kolkata, which 
will be stationed in Sensitive 
districts. Sonowal has also 
asked the disaster manage-

ment authorities in Dhemaji, 
Dibrugarh, Lakhimpur and 
Tinsukia districts to remain 
alert for any probable flash 
flood-like situation and any 
kind of eventuality.

Central Water Commission (CWC) officials 
are closely monitoring the water levels in 
the Brahmaputra and Siang following fears 
about sudden bursting of an artificial lake 
formed by a landslide on the Tibetan side a 
few days ago.

Although the water level of the Siang 
showed an increase at Tuting in Arunachal 
Pradesh on Friday night, the water level 
showed a decreasing trend on Saturday.

“There is no substantial increase in the 
water level of Siang and Brahmaputra rivers 
in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. However, 
we are closely monitoring the situation as 
flow of water might take some more time 
to reach Tuting,” said a senior official of the 
CWC based in Dibrugarh district of Assam. 

Dibrugarh houses in the upper Brah-
maputra division of the CWC, which moni-
tors the developments that takes place in 

Arunachal Pradesh and further upstream.
“Last night we recorded the water level 

at 418.65 meters at Tuting. Today it has de-
creased to 406.50 meters there, which is 
normal. The Brahmaputra level is normal 
so far,” said a senior CWC official.

Meanwhile, the Inland Water Transport 
(IWT) department in Assam has suspended 
the ferry service in Dibrugarh district fol-
lowing the inputs and advisory from the 
Chinese government.

“We have suspended the ferry serv-
ice in Dibrugarh as Dibrugarh is the first 
point for the waters to enter Brahmaputra 
river. There is no report of any significant 
increase in the water level. However, as 
a precautionary measure, we have sus-
pended the ferry service in the district,” 
said Bharat Bhushan Choudhury, Director 
of the IWT, Assam.
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Petrol, diesel prices down 
for 3rd consecutive day

Gold remains up on festive 
buying, positive global leads

Outflow of foreign funds not a 
good sign for economy — Analysts

HDFC Bank Q2 net 
profit up 20.6% 

Three-fourths of H1B visa holders 
in 2018 are Indians — US report

Inflationary risks to 
be felt with calibrated 
tightening stance — 
RBI’s MPC minutes

Mumbai, Oct. 20 (IANS): The 
state-run oil marketing companies 
(OMCs) cut the prices of key domes-
tic transportation fuels -- petrol and 
diesel -- for the third consecutive day 
on Saturday.

The prices of petrol and diesel 
were lowered in the national capital 
by 39 and 12 paise respectively. 

According to the IndianOil Corp 

data, petrol was priced at Rs 81.99 
per litre in the national capital, 
down from Rs 82.38 on Friday.As per 
the data, the petrol was priced at Rs 
87.46 in Mumbai, Rs 84.83 in Kolkata 
and Rs 85.22 per litre in Chennai 
down in the range of 38-41 paise.

As per the country’s pricing 
mechanism, the domestic fuel prices 
depend on international fuel prices 

on a 15-day average besides the 
value of the rupee.

Prices vary from region to region 
due to local taxes as the product is 
excluded from the GST regime. Delhi 
has the lowest tax rate among the 
four metro cities.

In tandem with petrol, the cost 
of diesel declined on Saturday across 
all metros in a range of 12-13 paise.

On Saturday, the diesel price in 
Mumbai was at Rs 79 from its previ-
ous price of 79.13 on Friday.

Prices of diesel in Delhi, Kolkata 
and Chennai declined to Rs 75.36, 
Rs 77.21 and Rs 79.69 a litre from the 
Friday’s Rs 75.48, Rs 77.33 and Rs 
79.82 respectively.

The downward revision also 
comes on the back of multiple fac-
tors such as lower international 
crude oil cost and a strengthened 
rupee against the US dollar. 

Accordingly, the Brent crude was 
priced below $80 per barrel, which 
in recent past traded around $85 
a barrel, while the rupee closed at 
73.50 to a greenback from its previ-
ous close of 73.61 to a US dollar. On a 
daily basis, the decline in petrol and 
diesel prices commenced on Thurs-
day nearly a fortnight after Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley announced a 
cut in excise duty by Rs 1.50 a litre. 

Additionally, the state-owned oil 
marketing companies (OMCs) had 
been mandated to reduce prices of 
petrol and diesel by Re 1 a litre. This 
is the first time after the announce-
ment that the prices have come 
down. 

New Delhi, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Gold prices rose by Rs 220 
to Rs 32,270 per 10 grams 
as upward trend continued 
unabated for the fourth 
straight week, backed by 
persistent buying by local 
jewellers to meet festive 
season demand coupled 
with positive global cues. 

Silver after moving 
both ways on alternate 
bouts of buying and selling, 
managed to end higher by 
Rs 200 to Rs 39,600 per kg.

Traders attributed the 
sustained rise in gold pric-
es to increased buying by 
local jewellers, driven by 
ongoing festive season and 
a firming trend in global 
markets.

Besides, weakness in 
the rupee, making imports 
costlier, also fuelled the 
upside in gold prices.

Globally, gold ended 
the week higher at USD 
1,227.50 an ounce and sil-

Mumbai, Oct. 20 (IANS): In-
flationary risks and uncertain 
global economic scenario 
led the RBI to adopt the new 
calibrated tightening stance 
on interest rates, according 
to the minutes of the central 
bank’s latest Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) meeting 
released on Friday.

“Recognising that infla-
tion risks have been per-
sistent, and to reaffirm the 
commitment to securing the 
mandated 4 per cent infla-
tion target on a durable basis, 
it is apposite to change the 
stance of monetary policy 
from “neutral” to acalibrated 
tightening’,” said RBI Gover-
nor Urjit Patel was quoted as 
saying in the minutes of MPC 
meeting held earlier in this 
month.

“aCalibrated tightening’ 
means that in the current rate 
cycle, a cut in the policy repo 
rate is off the table, and we 
are not obliged to increase the 
rate at every policy meeting.”

On Oct 5, RBI held its key 
lending rate unchanged in 
the context of an uncertain 
global economic scenario but 
turned hawkish in its stance.

The MPC had decided to 
keep the repo, or the short-
term lending rate for com-
mercial banks, unchanged at 
6.5 per cent.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Oct 18
NOTICE

NO.M-481/18/6406-07 Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Ngukato. P. Swu –Vrs - N. Mulato Achumi resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 10-11-18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ngukato. P. Swu
Village/Block No: Purana bazar, Patta No: 1457
Dag No: 248/2070, Area: 00-01-04
North: Govt Fishery, South: Approach Road
East: Approach Road, West: Govt Fishery

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6155

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th Oct 18
NOTICE

NO.M-474/18/6218-19   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti KHEKISHE AYE -Vrs- VINSON ZHIMO resident of DIMAPUR 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites
Claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 9/11/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: KHEKISHE AYE
Village/Block No: EKARANIPATHAR, Patta No: 1045
Dag No: 727/1258, Area: 00B-01K-10Ls
North: APP ROAD, South: THSACHOLA
East: LONGSHIBEMO LOTHA, West: VIPENI

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6156

SENIOR CITIZEN MEETING NOTIFICATION
This is to inform all concerned Senior 

Citizens of Nagaland that Annual 
General Body Meeting for Election of 
the new Executive members for a new 
term will be held on 25th October, 2018 
at 10:00 AM at a Red Cross Conferences 
Hall, Kohima. 

Repeat, Senior Citizens Association 
Meeting for Election of the new Executive 
Members for a new term will be held on 
25th October, 2018 at 10:00 AM at a Red 
Cross Conference Hall, Kohima.

Simple Lunch will be provided
(S. Ghunakha Swu)

General Secretary
NSCA, Kohima

K-1891

New Life Baptist 
Church 

Chumukedima
Raffle Draw

1st Prize -S/No.313
2nd Prize- S/No.811
3rd Prize-S/No.011
Consolation-1243, 
1853,062,728

Date: 19/10/18

D-6154

ver at USD 14.70 an ounce 
in New York against the 
previous week’s of USD 
1,218.80 and USD 14.68, 
respectively. In the national 
capital, gold of 99.9 per 
cent and 99.5 per cent pu-
rity commenced the week 
higher at Rs 32,250 and 
Rs 32,020 per ten gram, 
respectively, but slipped to 
a low of Rs 32,180 and Rs 
32,020 for want of support.

Later, the precious metal 
bounced back on day-to-
day buying and closed at Rs 
32,270 and Rs 32,120 per ten 
grams, respectively, showing 

a notable rise of Rs 220 each. 
Sovereign after moving be-
tween gains and losses on 
alternate bouts of buying or 
selling finally settled Rs 100 
higher at Rs 24,700 per piece 
of eight gram.

Silver ready after mov-
ing between Rs 39,750 and 
Rs 39,480 per kg, finally 
ended the week higher by 
Rs 200 to Rs 39,600 per kg 
but silver weekly-based 
delivery fell by Rs 120 to Rs 
38,795 per kg.  Silver coins 
were well maintained at Rs 
75,000 for buying and Rs 
76,000 for selling.

Mumbai, Oct. 20 (IANS): The rupee 
and the US dollar equation along 
with an uncertain domestic and 
global economic growth outlook 
has triggered a massive foreign fund 
outflow from the country’s capital 
market segment.

“The outflow in just the last nine 
months is Rs 50,000 crore. The rupee 
and the US dollar equation was the 
major trigger. This is not a good sign 
for the Indian capital market,” said 
Astha Jain, Senior Analyst at Hem 
Securities.

She added: “If the FII outflow 
continues the way it is now, the 
Sensex and Nifty will trade in a very 
tight range. We won’t see the indices 
hitting new highs.” 

Accordingly, the outflow of for-
eign funds from the beginning of 
October has crossed the highest level 
in the last 12 months, data complied 
from the stock exchanges showed.

As per the provisional data from 
the stock exchanges, in just 13 trad-
ing sessions from October 1 on-
wards, foreign investors have sold 
stocks worth around Rs 19,500 crore.

There have been only four oc-
casions in over 10 years, when the 
foreign fund outflow, on a monthly 
basis has crossed Rs 19,000 crore. 
The outflow stands at Rs 19,433.57 
crore

Analysts opined that outflows 
show a shift in the investment pat-
tern from emerging economies to 
stable and high return assets like US 
securities.

Deepak Jasani, Head of HDFC 
Securities told IANS: “Usually, the 
foreign investors are sellers from 
the first week of November to the 
first week of December, this time 

they have preponed it by a month 
because of weak macro situation of 
our country and the US Fed’s rate 
hike among other reason.” 

He also warned saying, “We do 
hope this rate of outflow halts, be-
cause if it does not... especially be-
yond one or two weeks, we are in for 
more worrying and turbulent time.”

Last month, the US Federal Re-
serve had raised its key interest rate 
by 0.25 per cent for a third time in 
2018. A rate hike by the US Fed gen-
erally drives away foreign funds from 
major emerging markets like India.

Anuj Gupta, Deputy Vice Presi-
dent - Research - Commodities and 
Forex, Angel Brooking told IANS: “Its 
a sign that our economies outlook is 
not strong. Investors have perhaps 
found other areas of investment for 
example the US bond yield, which 
are giving better returns.” 

“Various reasons have played a 
part, the micro deterioration, uncer-
tainty due to the election year too as 
a result of which capital markets will 
be down and the value of rupee will 
keep sliding.” 

Besides, the trend has emerged 
at a time of massive volatility in the 
Indian equity market due to global 
concerns on trade and local macro-
economic fundamentals.

According to Vinod Nair, Head Of 
Research at Geojit Financial Services: 
“FIIs flows are strained due to in-
creased global bond yield and trade 
war worries, hence funds are shifting 
from non-dollar assets.” 

“Foreign investors are concerned 
about the fast pace of increase in 
interest rates and trade war worries 
which is likely to slow down the 
world economy.”

Mumbai, Oct. 20 (IANS): Lending 
major HDFC Bank on Saturday 
reported a 20.6 per cent increase 
in its net profit to Rs 5,005.73 
crore during the quarter ended 
September 30, 2018, as compared 
to Rs 4,151.03 crore in the year-ago 
period.

The Bank’s total income for 
the quarter under review was at Rs 
28,215.2 crore, up by 21.2 per cent 
from Rs 23,276.2 crore for the cor-
responding period last year.

According to the lender, net in-
terest income (interest earned less 
interest expended) for the period 
grew by 20.6 per cent to Rs 11,763.4 
crore, from Rs 9,752.1 crore for the 
year-ago quarter, driven by asset 
growth and a net interest margin 
for the quarter of 4.3 per cent.

Provisions and contingencies 
for the quarter were Rs 1,820 crore 
as against Rs 1,476.2 crore in the 
corresponding period last year.

“Gross non-performing assets 
were at 1.33 per cent of gross ad-
vances as on September 30, 2018, 
as against 1.33 per cent as on June 
30, 2018 and 1.26 per cent as on 
September 30, 2017,” the bank said 
in the result statement.

“Coverage ratio as on Septem-
ber 30, 2018 was 70 per cent. Net 
non-performing assets were at 
0.4 per cent of net advances as on 
September 30, 2018.”

As per the quarterly result, it 
has held floating provisions of Rs 
1,451 crore as on September 30, 
2018. 

“Total provisions (comprising 
specific provisions, general pro-
visions and floating provisions) 
were 117 per cent of the gross non-
performing loans as on September 
30, 2018,” the statement added.

Washington, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Nearly three out of every 
four H-1B visa holders as 
of October 5 are Indian 
citizens, an official US re-
port has said. According 
to the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (US-
CIS), there were as many as 
419,637 foreign nationals 
working in the US on H-1B 
visas as on October 5.

Of these, 309,986 are 
Indians, the USCIS said in 
its report ‘H-1B petitions 
by gender and country of 
birth fiscal year 2018’.

The report reveals a 
massive gender disparity 
only one out of every four 
H-1B visa holders is female. 
Of the 419,637 H-1B visa 
holders, 106,096 (or 25.3 
per cent) are females as 
against 311,997 (or 74.3 per 
cent males), it said.

Gender disparity is 

wider among Indians.
Of the 309,986 Indians 

on H-1B visas in the US 
this October, only 63,220 
or 20.4 per cent are females 
while nearly 245,517 In-
dians on H-1B visas or 80 
per cent (79.2 per cent to 
be precise) are males. As 
many as 1,249 Indians on 
H-1B visas have been char-
acterised in the category of 
missing/others.

Indians, who account 
for 73.9 per cent of the total 
H-1B visa holders in the 
US, are followed by a dis-
tant Chinese with 47,172 
on H-1B visas, accounting 
for 11.2 per cent of the total 
foreign nationals on this 
work visas.

But there is not much 
gender disparity among 
the Chinese on H-1B visas. 
According to the report, 
21,342 or 45.2 per cent are 

females and 25,718 or 54.5 
per cent are males.

After India and China, 
Canada and South Korea 
are the only two countries 
which account for a little 
over one per cent (1.1 per 
cent to be precise) each on 
H-1B visas.

After that all other 
countries constitute less 
than one per cent of the 
H-1B visas as of October 5.

The Philippines is the 
only country in top 10 
H-1B visa holders wherein 
there are more females 
(1712 or 52.7 per cent) on 
H-1B visas than males 
(1519 or 46.7 per cent) on 
H-1B visas. As of October 
5, as many as 3,250 profes-
sionals from the Philip-
pines were on H-1B visas.

The H-1B gender re-
port was released days after 
the Trump administration 

came out with its unified 
fall agenda, in which it 
said that it plans to make 
changes in the definition 
of specialty occupation 
for the definition of H-1B 
visas and re-redefining 
the relationship between 
employees and employers.

The proposed regula-
tions, it said, is aimed at 
attracting the best and the 
brightest from across the 
world, prevent the abuse 
of H-1B visas which is 
consentient with the hire 
American agenda of the 
Trump administration. 

The USCIS is also pro-
posing to introduce a pre-
registration system for for-
eign students in the US. 
Technically it is possible 
that if 85,000 such students 
succeed in getting H-1B vi-
sas, no overseas applicants 
could apply.

PTI

File Photo: An employee engaged in daily activity at a petroleum filling station, in Kolkata 
on Wednesday, Aug 29, 2018.
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PATH
My Real Face

BIBLE READ:  1 TIMOTHY 1:12–17
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has 
given me strength, that he considered me 
trustworthy, appointing me to his service.   

~  1 Timothy 1:12

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Naga Warriors! Are We?
How School Support May Help ADHD Children

Better Cardiorespiratory Fitness Linked to Longer Life — Study

N
agas are characterised by 
valour, bravery and aggres-
sive spirit. It is what we have 
inherited from our fore-

fathers. The good lord has bestowed 
on me the good fortune of travelling 
and seeing things in other parts of the 
country, to some extent. The biggest 
problem which the other societies face 
is that of corruption! I think the same 
is true for our state and society. 

What is noticeable elsewhere is 
that there is growing unacceptabil-
ity brewing for this menace in many a 
place and smarter digital solutions are 
emerging and getting implemented. 
The awareness and assertiveness to 
eradicate corruption is gaining ground 
amongst the youth and percolating in 
governance.

 Now let us take a look at our socie-
ty. Apart from organisations like Acaut 
which are based on the ideology of 
eradicating corruption and making at-
tempts in fits and starts, there has not 
been a very valiant fight put up by our 
"Naga warriors" which is the public 
at large and youth in particular. They 
have been dismally mute spectators 
while the society has sunk deeper and 
deeper into the abyss of corruption. 
Why have we reached such a situation 
where the public at large has become 
so insensitive to the pathetic state of 
development, the same old lame ex-
cuses of meagre funds being paraded 
and...etc. The situation has as much 
to blame the corrupt system, officials, 

politicians as the common man. It has 
to be understood that - accountabil-
ity if not understood by the officials 
needs to be enforced, responsibility 
if not accepted has to be forced upon 
and transparency if not provided to 
the public has to be ensured. Now the 
big ticket question is how? The answer 
lies in evoking the spirit of the Naga, 
the spirit which epitomises bravery, 
activism and standing for truth. Does 
it have to follow the old method of vio-
lence or have times changed the Ways 
we fight this battle! Perhaps what is re-
quired is more activism by the people, 
being active and not passive, taking 
note of the commissions and omis-
sions and demanding their rights, ex-
erting pressure on the Government 
of the day to produce tangible results. 
Attitude of questioning the powers to 
be on the lack of development, exces-
sive taxation by multitude of agen-
cies among other things is the need of 
hour. Let us rekindle the Naga spirit in 
these modern times and fight with re-
solve against corruption and excessive 
taxation. The power of masses should 
not be underestimated. However the 
masses need to be galvanised to be 
aware and conscious of their poten-
tial. Passivity will definitely not kindle 
it, activism by the people moulded in 
the right direction is the only key to 
unlock this puzzle!! So let's start and 
do it, what are you waiting for.

Lily Gloria Patton
Wokha

O
ne-to-one support and a focus on 
self-regulation may improve aca-
demic outcomes of children with 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Dis-

order (ADHD), a new study suggests.
ADHD refers to a chronic condition in-

cluding attention difficulty, hyperactivity and 
impulsiveness.

"Children with ADHD are of course all 
unique. It's a complex issue and there is no 
one-size-fits-all approach," said Tamsin Ford, 
Professor from the the University of Exeter in 
the UK. 

"However, our research gives the strong-
est evidence to date that non-drug interven-
tions in schools can support children to meet 
their potential in terms of academic and oth-
er outcomes," said Ford. 

For the study, published in the journal 

Review of Education, the team found 28 ran-
domised control trials on non-drug measures 
to support children with ADHD in schools. 

They found that important aspects of suc-
cessful interventions for improving the aca-
demic outcomes of children are when they 
focus on self-regulation and are delivered in 
one-to-one sessions.

According to the study, self-regulation is 
hard for children who are very impulsive and 
struggle to focus attention. 

In addition, the children were set daily tar-
gets which were reviewed via a card that the 
child carried between home and school and 
between lessons in school and rewards were 
given for meeting targets.

While research shows that medication is 
effective, it does not work for all children, and 
is not acceptable to some families.

"More and better quality research is need-
ed but in the mean-time, schools should try 
daily report cards and to increase children's 
ability to regulate their emotions. These ap-
proaches may work best for children with 
ADHD by one-to-one delivery," Ford noted. 

Source: IANS

R
esearchers at the Cleve-
land Clinic in the US 
have found that better 
cardiorespiratory fitness 

leads to better longevity, regard-
less of age, with no limit on the 
positive effects of aerobic fitness.

Cardiorespiratory fitness is 
the ability of the circulatory and 
respiratory systems to supply ox-
ygen to skeletal muscles during 
sustained physical activity.

The study, published in the 
journal JAMA Network Open, 
found that increased cardiores-
piratory fitness was directly as-
sociated with reduced long-term 
mortality particularly in older 

patients, aged 70 and above, and 
among those with hypertension.

"Aerobic fitness is something 
that most patients can control. 
And we found in our study there 
is no limit to how much exercise 
is too much. Everyone should be 
encouraged to achieve and main-
tain high fitness levels," said Wael 
Jaber, cardiologist at the institute. 

Researchers from the varsity 
examined 1,22,007 participants 
who underwent exercise tread-
mill testing to measure all-cause 
mortality — all of the deaths oc-
curring in a population, relating 
to the benefits of exercise and 
fitness. 

Participants were broken up 
into five performance groups - 
elite, high, above average, below 
average and low. 

Elite performers were defined 
as having aerobic fitness by age 
and gender, and demonstrated 
fitness levels comparable to en-
durance athletes. 

When the subgroups were an-
alysed by age, the survival benefit 
of elite versus high performance 
was the most notable in older pa-
tients, the findings revealed. 

Results showed that among 
respondents above 70, elite per-
formers had a nearly 30 per cent 
reduced risk of mortality com-

pared to high performers. 
For those patients with hy-

pertension, the elite performers 
again showed a nearly 30 per cent 
reduction in all-cause mortality 
compared to high performers. 

The risk associated with poor 
cardiorespiratory fitness was 
compared to or even exceeded 
traditional risk factors, such as car-
diovascular disease, diabetes and 
smoking, according to the study.

However, according to the 
study, individual patients should 
always check with their health-
care provider before starting an 
exercise programme.

Source: IANS

For years, feelings of unworthiness and shame over my less-than-godly past had an adverse impact on 
every aspect of my life. What if others discovered the extent of my blemished reputation? Though God 
helped me muster up courage to invite a ministry leader to lunch, I strived to seem perfect. I scrubbed 

my house spotless, whipped up a three-course meal, and donned my best jeans and blouse.
I rushed to turn off the front-yard sprinklers. Twisting the leaking nozzle, I screamed when a gush of 

water drenched me. With towel-dried hair and smeared makeup, I changed into dry sweat pants and a T-shirt 
. . . just in time to hear the doorbell. Frustrated, I confessed my morning’s antics and motives. My new friend 
shared her own battles with fear and insecurity stemming from guilt over past failings. After we prayed, she 
welcomed me to her team of God’s imperfect servants.

The apostle Paul accepted his new life in Christ, refusing to deny his past or let it stop him from serving 
the Lord (1 Timothy 1:12 –14). Because Paul knew Jesus’s work on the cross saved and changed him—the 
worst of sinners—he praised God and encouraged others to honor and obey Him (vv. 15–17).

When we accept God’s grace and forgiveness, we’re freed from our past. Flawed but fiercely loved, we 
have no reason to be ashamed of our real faces as we serve others with our God-given gifts.

Lord, thanks for eliminating our shame and insecurities as You use us to serve You, no matter 
what our life looked like before You saved us.

God accepts us as we are, and changes us as we serve Him in love.

Dawn Wilson | Crosswalk.com

What Does Jesus Expect When He Says, "Follow Me"? 

T
he first time I heard about becoming a 
Christian, I was at my grandmother’s 
side. “Just ask Jesus into your heart, 
sweetie,” she said, “and you won’t go 

to hell.” What girl in her right mind would re-
ject that invitation?

I said all the right words, but I didn’t know 
Christ in a personal way until after I joined a 
revival team. I’d believed I was a Christian for 
years and knew the Christian lingo, but my life 
revealed a totally different story.

I had a competing allegiance; I was the 
master of my soul. Rather than following hard 
after Christ, I followed the dictates of my own 
sinful heart, and out of my heart came evil 
thoughts and ways. As Jon Bloom says, “We 
need to be saved from our hearts.”

I’d never discount anyone who walks an 
aisle, kneels at an altar and fills out a deci-
sion card—or makes a choice for Christ in any 
number of ways. Only God knows the human 
heart. Some people go on to show they truly 
belong to Christ; but with others, it becomes 
obvious over time they don’t truly know Him. 
Like I was, they may be following another 
master.

The Gospel message is simple. That 
doesn’t mean everyone who hears the Gospel 
understands it or responds resulting in eter-
nal life. While many claim to know the Lord, 
it’s more crucial to know that the Lord knows 
us!

Jesus warned His disciples, speaking of 
the Day of Judgment: “On that day … will I de-
clare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
me….”

We come to know the Lord by believing 
and receiving; but it’s important to remember 
Jesus gives His disciples a clear directive: “Fol-
low Me.” What does that mean? What does Je-
sus expect?

Jesus Expects Loyal Commitment 
Although the rise of “nones”—those who 
don’t identify with any religion—is apparent 
in United States culture, most people still call 
the United States a “Christian” nation, citing 
a Christian foundation and the morality and 
ethics springing from the Bible.

Countless people claim to be Christians 
simply because they live in this country. 
“Christian” has become a fairly generic term. 
For some, it might simply mean, “I’m not a 
Jew” … “I’m not a Muslim” … “I’m not an 
atheist,” etc. Satan loves for people to think 
living in a Christian nation equates to living as 
a Christian.

By the time I went to college, I knew all 
about Jesus. I’d heard about His stories, para-
bles, commands and miracles. But again, that 
didn’t mean I knew Him. Knowing Jesus im-
plies an intimate relationship. He knows His 
sheep individually, and they listen carefully 

for His voice so they can respond and follow 
Him.

The day I met the Lord, I finally identified 
with the believers in Acts 11:26b who were the 
first people called “Christians”—Christians in 
the way the word was meant to be. The com-
munity of believers in the early New Testa-
ment church were so loyal to Christ and so 
distinct from the surrounding culture, people 
took note. They likely said things like: “Those 
people over there… they act like Jesus. They 
talk like Jesus. They must be His followers.”

One source says the Romans described 
these early believers as “belonging to the par-
ty of Christ.” Flavius Josephus, in Antiquities 
of the Jews, referred to believers as “the tribe 
of Christians, so named from Him.”

In Roman culture, “Christian” wasn’t a 
flattering term. It was derisive! The Chris-
tians were those radical people who did not 
acknowledge the emperor of Rome, because 
they were loyally committed to following 
Christ instead. Their loyalty was a commit-
ment, but also a lifestyle.

Jesus Expects Us to Actually Follow
For the disciples, following Jesus meant a rad-
ical decision, a change of direction, purpose 
and choices. Jesus told the disciples early on 
to seek Him and the Kingdom before and 
above all else.

The scriptures give us many examples of 
the disciples responding to Jesus’ call to “Fol-
low Me.” Simon (Peter) and his brother An-
drew moved quickly—immediately—to leave 
their fishing business and follow Jesus, offer-
ing their loyalty and receiving a new mission 
in life. Likewise, Matthew left his lucrative tax 
collecting career to follow the Lord. Peter said 
it well when he testified that he, along with 
the other disciples, “left everything” to follow 

Christ.
When we are called to follow, Jesus expects 

us to obey. To upend our lives, if necessary, 
and get in line behind Him and His will. Im-
mediately. Without reservation.

Jesus Expects a Changed Heart
Josh McDowell and his son Sean wrote about 
“evidence that demands a verdict” regarding 
the claims of Christ—logical and life-chang-
ing truth for a skeptical world. We might also 
look for evidence to how people respond to 
those claims.

It’s far too easy today for people to claim 
the name “Christian” without acting like Him. 

Saving grace is entirely God’s work—apart 
from anything we can do to merit His grace. 
When the Father rescues us from the judg-
ment and penalty of sin through the sacrifice 
of His Son, Jesus—saving us from an eternity 
in hell—He alone gets the glory for the mirac-
ulous transaction.

That saving grace is also sanctifying grace; 
the Lord desires to change our belief sys-
tem, thoughts, attitudes, actions. Everything! 
Before we know the Lord, the works of our 
hands are “dead works,” works based in self-
righteousness that lead to death. But once we 
know Him and belong to Him, Jesus looks for 
evidence of a changed heart—substantiation 
of our life in Him, verification we are follow-
ing Him.
He looks for signs of life!
Jesus might look for:

• Our spiritual commitment to Him,
• Our love for God and others,
• Whether we have a desire to obey God’s 

Word,
• Our sensitivity to and decreasing practice 

of sin,

• Whether we have the ability to discern 
truth from error,

• If we are rejecting the world system that 
rebels against God,

• If we have answered prayers,
• If we have the Spirit and are responding 

positively to Him,
• If we’re doing good works and serving 

God in holiness,
• Whether we’re experiencing rejection by 

the world for our faith,
• Whether we are persevering in our faith,
• And whether we are we eagerly waiting 

for His return—living with eternity in 
view. 

Jesus Expects Us to Count the Cost
We might, like Peter, think we would remain 
loyal under the toughest circumstances. He 
and the other disciples said they would even 
die for Jesus before denying Him. But Jesus 
knew their hearts.

Jesus knew those following Him would in-
deed pay a high price. With a word picture, He 
urged His disciples to count the cost. Paul also 
knew something of counting the cost by suf-
fering for Christ; but he gladly proclaimed, “I 
am not ashamed of the gospel.”

Likewise today, loyalty to Jesus might 
bring grief and suffering. Following Jesus 
might cost His chosen ones loss of reputation, 
the comfort of their families, and even their 
life. Counting the cost can be expensive and 
without perceivable rewards.

But that does not mean there isn’t a re-
ward for following Jesus. He has prepared a 
“kingdom” and an eternal dwelling place for 
His followers. And regardless of circumstanc-
es, we have the joy to know we can bring Him 
honor now, no matter what happens to us, 
when we count the cost and choose to follow. 

Jesus Expects Us to Prioritise Him
The invitation to discipleship is a call to the 
kind of fervent, passion-filled lifestyle that 
might be misinterpreted by others.

Our fervency for the Lord must be so in-
tense that it might even appear as disregard 
for possessions or “hate” for our family mem-
bers. Jesus never called us to actually hate our 
family, but only to love Him so much—so pas-
sionately and completely—that any other re-
lationship fades into the background by com-
parison. In loving Him, we will know how to 
best love others, including those in our family.

Christ-followers cannot earn Jesus’ ac-
ceptance; we are already accepted in the Be-
loved. But we will want to live worthy of Him, 
and that means prioritising Him—His person, 
work and plans—over all other people and 
personal agendas.

We are to prioritize Jesus even before our-
selves. The Lord cautioned His disciples in 
Luke 14:26b that He must be first, even above 
the disciple’s own life. The martyr gladly yields 

his life to the One he adores.

Jesus Expects Us to Take Up Our Cross
Jesus told His disciples, “and whoever does 
not take his cross and follow me is not worthy 
of me.” We’re not worthy to claim His name if 
we’re not willing to follow Him, wherever that 
leads. Taking up our cross means denying 
ourselves daily in order to keep in step with 
Him.

I laughed when a friend joked, after going 
on a luxurious cruise, “Ah, that’s just my cross 
to bear.” But cross-bearing is serious business.

It’s more than a focus on a heavy burden 
we might carry every day for the rest of our 
lives, like a debilitating illness or struggles 
with poverty. Those hard circumstances may 
indeed burden our soul, but there’s a deeper 
truth in cross-bearing.

Jesus’ cross wasn’t about the cross itself; 
it was about what it symbolized. The cross 
under Roman rule was a shameful device of 
ridicule, humiliation and torturous death. Je-
sus came to die such a horrible death. He laid 
down his life for us. The cross is about submis-
sion to the Father’s will.

Followers are called to “die to self”—to 
crucify their flesh and yield over all they love 
for His sake. Dying to self will always be hard if 
we love ourselves too much and Him too little.

Jesus never said countless losses will hap-
pen to us if we follow Him, but the question 
might be asked—a question that reveals our 
heart—“Am I willing to face loss for Him, even 
terrible, gut-wrenching loss?”

In the comfortable West, we sometimes 
find it difficult to step outside our com-
fort zone and the insulated bubble of many 
churches; but Christ-followers in the Perse-
cuted Church around the world face chal-
lenging, horrific losses for their faith every 
day. They choose to take up their cross to the 
glory of Christ, siding with the Overcomer in 
all their troubles.

We might learn from them how to follow.
Following Jesus is relatively easy when life 

is carefree and painless; but our commitment 
is shown during our deepest trials when disci-
pleship is demanding and sacrificial. Our loy-
alty to Him is revealed when we are mocked, 
threatened and persecuted.

Taking up our cross involves the choice to 
surrender our possessions, dreams, fondest 
hopes, most precious earthly loves and all else 
for the advancement of God’s purposes and 
glory. It involves following in the steps of our 
Savior.

Jesus expects that we will follow Him will-
ingly, loyally, obediently and fully. And He has 
the right to expect this. Christ-followers do 
not belong to themselves, but live to honor 
the Holy One who bids us, “Follow Me.”

Dawn Wilson is the founder and director of 
Heart Choices Today, publishes Upgrade with 

Dawn, and writes for Crosswalk.com.
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I 
recently had chance to attend 
the first-ever United Nations 
high-level meeting on tuber-
culosis. It was an historic op-

portunity for heads of state to ac-
knowledge the enormous burden 
of tuberculosis (TB), the world’s 
leading infectious killer, and to 
show their commitment to eradi-
cating it by 2030.

When given the opportunity 
to intervene from the floor at the 
meeting, I pointed out that the big-
gest problem is not money or sci-
ence but a lack of ambition.

The 2014-2016 Ebola out-
break in West Africa, for example, 
caused an estimated 11,000 deaths 
and yet it resulted in a phenom-
enal amount of innovation around 
Ebola — including a brand new 
vaccine and new, rapid diagnos-
tic tests. These innovations were 
rapidly deployed during the recent 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC).

During the same two-year pe-
riod, TB killed more than three 
million people. And yet we are still 
using a TB vaccine that dates back 
to the 1920s.

The front-line diagnostic tool 
for TB dates back to German bac-
teriologist Robert Koch who identi-
fied the TB bacteria under a micro-
scope in 1882.

Patients with drug-resistant TB 
have to endure a prolonged (up to 
two years) and toxic treatment with 
multiple drugs (more than 14,000 
pills) — including painful daily in-

jections that can make people deaf.
The fact that we are still using 

century-old tools to tackle the big-
gest killer infection betrays a com-
plete lack of ambition. So, before 
we can eliminate TB, we must end 
our lack of ambition. Only when 
we become more ambitious will 
our heads of state come around, 
rally and support us.

A realistic dream
A modern TB care system will in-
clude a much better TB vaccine, 
and recent trials show great prom-
ise for new vaccine candidates.

For those who develop TB 
symptoms, we will offer a rapid, 
simple triage test. Those with posi-
tive triage test results will get a 
point-of-care molecular diagnosis, 
followed by confirmatory drug-re-
sistance testing using sequencing.

People diagnosed with TB will 
receive a short four-month course 
of oral medicines. Such short regi-
mens are currently in trials with 
promising early results. In fact, 
shorter treatments for latent TB in-
fection are already available.

Patients will have access to 
digital technologies that can help 
them stick to their treatment plan 
and allow them to make money 
transfers.

A modern TB service will be 
free of paper. And, thanks to cloud-
based information and communi-
cation technologies, TB program 
staff will be able to monitor the 
epidemic locally and nationally, as 
well as offering patients the per-
sonalized care and support they 
need.

Is this modern TB service an 

unrealistic dream? I don’t think so, 
because many such tools and solu-
tions already exist, in some form 
or fashion. They have just failed 
to come to together to serve those 
who need them the most. And, for 
some tools such as a better vaccine 
and a shorter drug therapy, new in-
vestments are urgently needed.

Yes, developing new tools is go-
ing to cost money — an additional 
US$1.3 billion per year. But if the 
global health community can find 
a way to fight Ebola with modern 
tools and technologies, I see no 
reason for the TB field to be unam-
bitious.

We need to “science the shit” 
out of TB and this is possible if 
we make the investments. If each 
country spends 0.1 per cent of its 
annual gross domestic expendi-
ture on research and development 
(GERD) on TB research, the fund-
ing gap can be bridged.

Poor quality care  
kills TB patients
TB care is more than just new tools. 
We also need to improve the qual-
ity of care that we give to persons 
with TB. 

Last month, The Lancet Global 
Health published a landmark re-
port entitled “High quality health 
systems in the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals era: Time for a rev-
olution.” The authors assert that 
providing health services without 
guaranteeing a minimum level of 
quality is ineffective, wasteful and 
unethical.

Throughout the report, TB 
is used as a key example — to il-
lustrate the need to go beyond 

coverage and focus on quality of 
care. The authors estimate that 
half of the annual 946,003 global 
TB deaths that are amendable to 
health care occur due to poor qual-
ity care. The remaining 476,047 
deaths are due to not using health-
care services.

As highlighted in this report 
and in our own work on this topic, 
studies show large gaps in care 
across types of TB and countries. 
Analyses show long, complex path-
ways to health care — with private 
or informal sectors being the pre-
ferred first point of contact, and an 
evident lack of adequate services at 
the primary care level.

Simulated patient studies, us-
ing a methodology developed by 
our team, in four countries (India, 
Kenya, China and South Africa) 
show poor quality of care in both 
public and private sectors, with the 
private sector faring worse.

TB patients suffer high costs 
and long wait times while seeking 
care and receiving treatment.

As I have argued earlier, the 
field urgently needs to develop 
new tools, as well as adopt and 
implement the science of quality 
improvement. The TB community 
must think beyond coverage and 
demand high quality care for all 
patients in all countries.

More importantly, we need to 
reinvent the way we are managing 
TB, and, as medical anthropologist 
and physician Paul Farmer put it, 
we must overcome our collective 
failures of the imagination.

Madhukar Paiis a director of 
global health and professor at  

McGill University.

T
o track level of alertness during 
work, a team of researchers has de-
veloped a tool that tracks alertness 
by measuring pupil size, captured 

through a burst of photographs taken eve-
ry time users unlock their smartphones.

The findings, published in the journal 
ACM Digital Library, showed that the pu-
pil-scanning reliably predicted alertness.

“Since our alertness fluctuates, if we 
can find a pattern it will be very useful to 
manage and schedule our day,” said lead 
author Vincent W.S. Tseng from the Cornell 
University in New York.

Traditional methods of analysing alert-
ness tend to be cumbersome, often includ-
ing devices that must be worn. Researchers 
wanted to create a way to measure alert-
ness unobtrusively and continuously.

“Since people use their phones very 
frequently during the day, we were think-
ing we could use phones as an instrument 
to understand and measure their alert-

ness,” Tseng said. 
“And since people’s eyes are affected 

by their alertness, we were thinking that 
when people are looking at their phones, 
we could use a moment to measure their 
alertness at that point,” Tseng added.

When people are alert, the sympathetic 
nervous system causes the pupils to dilate 
to make it easier to take in information. 
When they’re drowsy, the parasympathetic 
nervous system causes the pupils to con-
tract, the team said.

The new tool could be particularly 
useful in health care, since medical pro-
fessionals often work long hours doing 
intricate and important work. For exam-
ple, clinicians typically look at devices 
during surgery, and a front-facing camera 
on the devices could track their alertness 
throughout procedures, Tseng said.

But understanding alertness patterns 
could be helpful to people in many kinds 
of workplaces, Tseng added.    Source: IANS

To Eliminate TB We Need Imagination and Ambition

New Tool Can Track Your Alertness at Work

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Remember that you 
can only remain in charge as long as the oth-
ers around you support your personality and 
leadership abilities, Aries. Avoid mutiny by tak-

ing care of the people in your world instead of simply try-
ing to run their lives. Gain respect with kind words and a 
sensitive attitude rather than by enforcing harsh rules and 
regulations that restrict and aggravate.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There should be 
no doubt in your mind about which way to 
proceed, Taurus. Don’t let self-doubt sneak into 
the picture. Your mind is sensitive and alert, so 

trust it. Take the lead when you feel confident about a situ-
ation. Make sure to eat plenty of protein-rich foods. They’ll 
help stabilize and bring you another step closer to the real-
ization of your dreams.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your rock-star atti-
tude may be getting a bit old now, Gemini. Peo-
ple aren’t going to continue to listen to your de-
mands for attention. Every person in the world 

is special, so try not to act as if you’re the only one who 
is. Help a child assemble a new toy today or help a friend 
pick out a new shirt. Do something for others instead of 
always expecting things for yourself.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your ship is 
finally coming into port after being out in 
rough seas for so long, Cancer. It’s time to 
dock the boat for a while. Relax and explore 

the area. There is nothing wrong with getting off your 
vessel for a while. You may not even realize how much 
you’ve missed solid ground until now. Remember 
what it’s like to be stable again.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may still be on 
something of a high from the last couple 
weeks. You will definitely be tempted to let the 
good times continue to roll, Leo. Think about 

ways you can keep them rolling while still maintaining 
good judgment. Don’t let things get too out of control to-
day. It’s important that you maintain a bit of stability at 
all times.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Communicate from a 
centered space today, Virgo. Fortunately, the na-
ture of the day caters to your needs and desires. 
You shouldn’t have to work too hard to get what 

you want. Things should come to you naturally. You may 
wonder why you got stressed out before over what now 
seem to be small issues. Consciously release the worry 
and concern that are still stored in your body.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Work toward achiev-
ing a better unity between you and the people 
around you, Libra. It could be that certain 
people in your circle of friends somehow feel 

alienated in one way or another. Perhaps they don’t feel 
like they fit in with the rest of the group. Remind yourself 
and others that everyone is unique and that all should be 
equally accepted despite individual differences.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You will feel 
much better about yourself if you get things 
done today, Scorpio. Like a meal that tastes 
good but isn’t necessarily good for you, you 

might enjoy this day by being lazy, but you won’t feel so 
good when night comes and you realize that you haven’t 
accomplished anything. Use the day productively so you 
have a sense of fulfillment by tonight.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You might 
consider taking a rest today, Sagittarius. Like a 
sailboat on the ocean, you’ve been taxed lately 
by all the turbulence. The pressure on you has 

been tremendous. Think about pulling your sails to half-
mast in order to take a break. You may not be going as 
quickly as before, but you will find that this is exactly the 
rest you need in order to complete the voyage.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your think-
ing is apt to be quite clear and rational today, 
Capricorn. This is especially important, since 
others will be looking for your thoughts and 

opinions on a certain matter. People will know that they 
can get a straight and honest answer from you, so don’t 
disappoint them. Think through each situation clearly 
before you offer your advice. You will find that it’s worth 
the effort.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): By being around 
negative and flip people, you might inadver-
tently pick up these habits. Be careful about 
your associates, Aquarius, because you will 

find that others judge you according to the company you 
keep, especially if you start talking like them. Make sure 
to maintain a respectful attitude and proper manners no 
matter who your company is.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may feel like 
the world is caving in on you in many ways to-
day, Pisces. It could be that you’ve recently dug 
your own little cave to crawl into and be safe 

from the outside world. Realize that the deeper you dig in 
unstable terrain, the more unsteady the walls. If you aren’t 
careful, it’s likely to come crashing down on top of you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Madhukar Pai   
| The Conversation

Review: An Effort to Understand Why 
Medical Corruption Takes the Form it Does
The existence of a scam as enormous as Vyapam suggests the unethical lows our society is 
willing to stoop to for the supposed prestige and wealth that being a doctor in the country brings.

Kiran Kumbhar | thewire.in

M
edical students and young doctors 
might find similarities between 
this sentiment and what they often 
hear from professors and veteran 

doctors around them. Two words I constantly 
heard as an 18-year old medical student were 
‘prestigious’ for the medical institution we were 
in and ‘noble’ for the profession we were des-
tined to enter. It was only bit by bit, revelation by 
revelation, that the many ignoble aspects of our 
would-be profession become common knowl-
edge for me and my fellow students.

Things are different now. As corruption in 
healthcare has been a consistent topic of dis-
cussion in the public sphere for the past several 
years, people today – including aspiring medi-
cal students – know a lot about the grey areas of 
medical practice from the outset. With the book 
Healers or Predators? Healthcare Corruption 
in India coming out in such a scenario, many 
doctors wondered and one of the book’s editors 
noted, why write yet another book that “washes 
dirty linen in the public”? The reviews on retail 
sites like Amazon are telling; four out of nine 
give it a one-star rating.

However, as is often the case with most con-
troversial texts, opening one book and reading 
it lays many preconceptions to rest. Healers or 
Predators? is a 600-page tome, with 43 chapters 
and some 50 writers. There is something for eve-
ryone here. The contributors include doctors, 
social workers, public health experts and jour-
nalists. Though the title of the book presents a 
polarising binary (healers or predators?) and the 
foreword by Amartya Sen warns us about the 
book being “splendid, if depressing”, the con-
tent is highly enlightening.

Perhaps the best way to interpret the book’s 
title is to consider it as presenting not two out of 
two possibilities, but two extremes bookending 
a wider range. One of the contributors, George 
Thomas, who was “sad” with the book’s title, put 
this well during a panel discussion: “Lots of doc-
tors may not be healers, but not all of those are 
predators.”

Healers or Predators?
A unique part of the book is the section entitled 
‘Background’. It consists of chapters analysing 
medical corruption in India in fresh, interest-
ing ways. For healthcare professionals including 
doctors, this part of the book is likely to be intel-
lectually stimulating: though these profession-
als are viscerally aware of the intricacies of how 
the system functions (or doesn’t), few possess a 
comprehensive understanding of why it is the 
way it is, particularly through a detailed schol-
arly lens.

For example, the very first chapter provides 
a helpful bird’s-eye view of the historical factors 
that have made our healthcare system prone 
to its particular kinds of corruption. We learn 
that in the 1940s, as many as 75 patients had 
to struggle for a government OPD doctor’s at-
tention during a single hour: no doubt “anyone 
who could afford it was likely to pay [bribes] to 
get the civil surgeon’s services privately.”

And if the section on the background of cor-
ruption is intellectually stimulating, the section 
titled ‘We are not alone’ is psychologically reas-
suring: corruption exists everywhere, not just 
in India. The chapters here discuss the forms 
of corruption seen in the healthcare sectors of 
our neighbouring countries: Bangladesh, Paki-
stan, and Sri Lanka. Not surprisingly, there are 
tremendous similarities in the way politicians 
and bureaucrats misuse their authority for pri-
vate gains and how private hospitals employ in-
novative techniques to put profits, not patients, 
first. There also exist, in these countries as in 
India, oases of resistance, scattered efforts at re-
form and a mix of public anger and helplessness 
about the state of affairs.

An oft-neglected point is emphasised here 
in several chapters: healthcare corruption 
doesn’t exist in isolation, it is very much a part 
of the (corrupt) society around it. The notorious 
Vyapam scam, also discussed in the book, is the 
perfect example: its highly convoluted workings 
are proof of extensive involvement of persons 
far outside the healthcare professions, and the 
existence of such an enormous scam in the first 
place suggests the unethical lows our society is 
willing to stoop to for the supposed prestige and 
wealth being a doctor brings.

As a former physician now studying the his-
tory of the medical profession in India, I found 
the chapters written by veteran doctors most 
interesting. M.K. Mani, who has been in medi-
cine for the last 60 years, writes that he cannot 
claim the medical profession “was as white as 
snow when I was a junior doctor.” There were 
doctors even then whose practice incorporated 
kickbacks and bribes, but “such activities were 
carried out in a clandestine manner and they 
were condemned by the majority.” Indeed the 
story of how this “deplorable exception has be-
come the rule” over the last six or seven decades 
is one that merits detailed historical attention 
and holds a crucial key to policies that are more 
than just knee-jerk reactions.

What Dr Mani says about the undesirable 
aspects of medicine during his time as a junior 
doctor is corroborated by the quote at the top of 
this review. It is part of a speech that Jawaharlal 
gave in February 1947 to a meeting of an asso-
ciation of physicians in New Delhi. There has 
been much “dirty linen” in the profession since 
the beginning. Perhaps the adamant refusal of 
doctors to come clean about it in public has 
something to do with the full-blown crisis we are 
witnessing today. It is ultimately this prolonged 
conspiracy of silence that the editors of ‘Healers 
or Predators?’ intend to challenge: “[We] hope 
that through discussion and introspection, we 
will learn to improve our policies, programmes, 
and practices.”

Kiran Kumbhar is a physician and health 
policy graduate engaged in public health 

awareness through writing.

"
"In olden days there was a sense of 

physicians being public servants 
functioning for the good of 

humanity, but now stress is being 
laid on the business side of the 

profession. 
– Jawaharlal Nehru, 1947



NEWS IN BRIEF
Four Himalayan peaks named after 
Vajpayee
Uttarkashi (U’khand), Oct. 20 (PTI):  Four Himalayan peaks 
near Gangotri glacier have been named after former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The peaks are located at 6,557, 
6,566, 6,160 and 6,100 metres on the right flank of Gangotri 
glacier, said Colonel Amit Bisht, principal of Nehru Institute 
of Mountaineering and leader of the mountain climbing 
team which recently scaled the newly named peaks, on 
Saturday. The team, which returned after the climb, had 
hoisted the national tricolour on each of the peaks. Located 
near Sudarshan and Saifi peaks in Raktvan valley, the peaks 
have been named Atal-1, 2, 3 and 4, Bisht said. The expedi-
tion was flagged off from Dehradun on October 4 by Chief 
Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat. The expedition was jointly 
conducted by NIM and the tourism department.

Eight new Zika cases in Rajasthan
Jaipur, Oct. 20 (PTI): Eight new cases of Zika virus were de-
tected in Jaipur Saturday, taking the total number of infected 
people to 117, a Rajasthan health department spokesperson 
said. Out of the total 117 patients, 98 have recovered after 
treatment, he said. The state health department also formed 
a five-member committee on Saturday to investigate, exam-
ine and track Zika virus disease in pregnant patients of first 
trimester. The committee will submit the report to the direc-
tor public health from time to time, an order said. Most of 
the cases which have been reported are from Shastri Nagar 
area here where fogging and other anti-larvae activities are 
being carried out to prevent the spread of the virus. The vi-
rus, transmitted through the aedes aegypti mosquito, causes 
fever, skin rashes, conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain. It is 
harmful to pregnant women, as it can lead to microcephaly, 
a condition in which a baby’s head is significantly smaller in 
newborns.

India to host UNICEF’s global meet on 
maternal and child health
New Delhi, Oct. 20 (PTI): India will be the global host of 
UNICEF’s Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child 
Health stakeholders meeting, including participation from 
nearly hundred countries, this December, officials said. 
The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health 
Forum will emphasise the importance of people-centred 
accountability, bringing forward the voices and lived realities 
of women, children and adolescents through innovative pro-
gramming and creative projects. The Forum will be hosted 
by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in collaboration 
with the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child 
Health (PMNCH) this December. The UNICEF said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, former Chile President Michelle 
Bachelet and the chair of PMNCH would deliver the keynote 
addresses.

8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, October 21, 2018

India, Sri Lanka review bilateral ties Women are afraid to come out 
in this country, says Rahul 

Dengue claimed 80 lives, affected 40,000 people till Sep.’18 — Health ministry

Amritsar mishap: Punjab CM visits injured; orders magisterial probeIndependents 
emerge single-
largest group in 
Kashmir

Clashes in Jharkhand 
over idol immersion 
route, one killed

37 trains cancelled, 16 diverted day after Amritsar tragedy 

Woman allowed inside Sabarimala temple after initial protests 

Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh with  Punjab Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu visit a victim 
of the train accident at Jodh Phatak, at Civil Hospital in Amritsar on Saturday.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with Sri Lankan counterpart Ranil Wickremesinghe ahead 
of a meeting at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi on Saturday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses at Indira Gandhi 
Stadium Ground in Kamareddy (Telangana) on Saturday

PTI

New Delhi, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
India and Sri Lanka dis-
cussed the entire gamut of 
their bilateral relationship 
during delegation-level 
talks headed by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
his Sri Lankan counterpart 
here on Saturday.

“Both the Prime Min-
isters discussed the entire 
gamut of bilateral relations 
and ways to further deepen 
the historically close and 
friendly relations between 
the two countries,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said 
in a statement. 

“ T h e  l e a d e r s  e x -
changed views on regional 
and global issues,” it stated. 

According to the state-
ment, the two leaders 
reviewed the progress in 
implementation of vari-
ous decisions taken during 
high-level exchanges in the 
recent past, including the 
visit of Wickremesinghe in 
April and November 2017, 
Modi’s visit to Sri Lanka 
in May 2017 during the 
International Vesak Day 

Celebrations and the visit 
of Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena for 
the International Solar Alli-
ance Founding Conference 
here in March 2018.

“This multi-faceted 
partnership has been 

marked by close contacts 
at the highest political 
level, growing trade and 
investment, wide ranging 
development cooperation, 
increasing linkages in the 
fields of education, health, 
infrastructure, connectiv-

ity and capacity building 
and broadening people-to-
people contacts.”

India is a leading aid 
partner of Sri Lanka and 
New Delhi has extended 
several lines of credit to Co-
lombo.  Earlier in the day, 

External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj, Minister 
of Home Affairs Rajnath 
Singh and National Securi-
ty Advisor Ajit Doval called 
on Wickremesinghe.

The Sri Lankan Prime 
Minister arrived here on 
Thursday in what is his 
fifth visit to India after as-
suming office in 2015.

A high-level delegation 
comprising Minister of De-
velopment Strategies and 
International Trade Malik 
Samarawickrama, Minis-
ter of Petroleum Resourc-
es Development Arjuna 
Ranatunga, Chief of Staff 
to the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Youth Affairs, 
Project Management and 
Southern Development Sa-
gala Ratnayake and other 
senior government officials 
accompanied him.

The visit comes after 
reports in a section of the 
media alleged that Presi-
dent Sirisena has alluded 
to the involvement of an 
Indian agency in a plot to 
assassinate him.

Hyderabad, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Hitting out at the BJP-led 
NDA government at the 
Centre, Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi Satur-
day alleged fearing attacks, 
women in the country were 
now scared of coming out.

Gandhi also alleged 
that freedom fighter Veer 
Savarkar,  who is wor-
shipped by the BJP party 
as an icon of patriotism, 
wrote a letter to the British 
government to release him 
when leaders like Mahat-
ma Gandhi were in prison.

He said there were cur-
rently two ideologies in the 
country.

“One ideology is hatred 
and the other is spreading 
love. There is fight between 
these two. Wherever you 
see-Uttar Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh 
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu 
all over the country people 
are scared.

Today it is being en-
quired about the religion, 

Amritsar, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh Satur-
day ordered a magisterial 
inquiry into the Amritsar 
train accident after visiting 
injured and kin of those 
killed in the tragedy.

The chief minister post-
poned a trip to Israel and 
arrived here this morning 
to assess the damage.

“We are announcing a 
magisterial probe into the 
incident,” Singh said while 
talking to media here.

He said four weeks 
have been given to submit 
the report to find out who 
was at fault. The divisional 
commissioner of Jalandhar 
has been entrusted with 
the job of holding the in-
quiry, he said.

At least 59 people were 
killed Friday evening af-
ter a crowd of Dussehra 
revellers that had spilled 
onto railway tracks while 
watching the burning of a 
Ravana effigy was run over 
by a train near Joda Phatak 
here.

At least 300 people 
were watching the ‘Ravana 
dahan’ at a ground adja-
cent to railway tracks.

He said compensation 
of Rs five lakh each for the 
families of the deceased 
had already been an-
nounced by the state gov-
ernment. Besides, the gov-
ernment would bear the 
cost of medical treatments 
of the injured admitted to 
different hospitals, he told 
reporters.

Fifty-nine people were 
killed and 57 injured in the 
accident, he said, adding 
except nine, most of the 

Srinagar, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Independents Saturday 
emerged the single-largest 
group in the urban local 
bodies polls in Kashmir but 
it was the BJP that took gi-
ant strides by winning 100 
wards, tasting its first elec-
toral victory in the Valley at 
any level.

As per the results de-
clared by election authori-
ties here, independent can-
didates won in 178 wards 
spread across 42 municipal 
bodies in Kashmir division 
including Leh and Kargil.

The Congress came sec-
ond with its candidates get-
ting elected from 157 wards 
while the BJP won in 100 
wards.

The boycott call by sepa-
ratists coupled with threats 
by militants and non-partic-
ipation of the National Con-
ference and the PDP, helped 
both the BJP and the Con-
gress in a major way as 76 
and 78 candidates from the 
respective national parties 
were elected unopposed.

While the BJP emerged 
the single-largest party in 
12 municipal bodies, it has 
a majority in five of these 
bodies. Congress is the sin-
gle-largest party in 15 bod-
ies having a majority in 11 
of these bodies.

In the prestigious Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion, the Congress won 16 
seats while the BJP won 
in four wards. Independ-
ents bagged 53 seats in the 
74-member body.

Sabarimala, Oct. 20 (IANS):  
A woman from Tamil Nadu 
was allowed inside the 
Sabarimala temple on Sat-
urday after facing initial 
protests, as traditionalists 
presumed her to be below 
50 years of age.

The Supreme Court on 
September 28 overturned a 
centuries-old practice that 
barred women of menstru-
al age (10-50 years) from 
entering the hill temple, 
where a celibate deity Lord 
Ayyappa is worshipped. 

Latha, 52, accompanied 
by her husband and son, 
was stopped just as she 
was about to climb the hal-
lowed 18 steps leading to 
the temple. The protesters 
presumed her to be below 
50, despite her protesta-
tions to the contrary. 

It was only after the 
intervention of state BJP 
leader K. Surendran and 
others that the devotees 

allowed Latha to enter the 
sanctum sanctorum after 
checking her identity card.

Meanwhile, a 38-year-
old woman, Manju, pre-
sented herself before senior 
police officials and request-
ed them to facilitate her 
pilgrimage to the temple in 
the light of the SC verdict.

The police officials cau-
tioned her about the risks, 
as Hindu traditionalists had 
dug their heels in, opposing 
the entry of women in the 
10-50 age group in defiance 
of the SC order.

However, Manju, who is 
the President of the Kerala 
Dalit Mahila Federation, 
would have none of it. 

The authorities were yet 
to decide when they could 
help Manju visit the shrine. 

BJP workers held for stag-
ing protests at Nilackal
A group of BJP workers was 
arrested on Saturday in 

Nilackal for violating sec-
tion 144 of CrPC that has 
been clamped in the area 
in view of the protests by 
Ayyappa devotees against 
entry of women of all age 
groups into the ancient 
Sabarimala temple. The BJP 
workers were led by party 
state general secretary A N 
Radhakrishnan and were 
taken to Nilackal police sta-
tion after the arrest. They 
were staging protests and 
chanting Ayyappa mantra. 

Radhakrishnan said 
thousands of Ayyappa dev-
otees were ready to give up 
their lives to protect the 
sanctity of the poonkavan-
am (the holy forest of Lord 
Ayyappa).

Meanwhile, a member 
of the Travancore Devas-
wom Board criticised the 
statement issued by the 
Sabarimala temple tantri 
(chief priest) that the shrine 
would be shut down in case 

its traditional customs are 
broken. K P Sankaradas 
alleged that chief priest 
Kandararu Rajeevaru’s 
statement was in contempt 
of court since the doors of 
the Sabarimala temple were 
thrown open to women in 
all age groups by the Su-
preme Court.

It was also against the 
custom of the temple, he 
said. The TDB member fur-
ther alleged that the chief 
priest and Pandalam royal 
family, the traditional cus-
todian of the Lord Ayyappa 
temple, were trying to fur-
ther the political agenda of 
certain groups.

Sankaradas also flayed 
the action of 30 parikarmis 
(priests who assist the chief 
priest in conducting daily 
poojas) for protesting in 
front of the 18 holy steps at 
Sannidhanam against the 
police decision to escort 
two women in the men-

strual age group to Sabar-
imala temple. He said the 
incident has hurt the senti-
ments of the devotees of 
Lord Ayyappa. An explana-
tion has been sought from 
them for staging protests at 
Sannidhanam, he said.

The Sabarimala temple 
complex had witnessed 
high drama and tense mo-
ments Friday when two 
women reached the hilltop 
with heavy police escort, 
but had to return before 
reaching the sanctum sanc-
torum following massive 
protests by the devotees.

The tantri’s comments 
also came under fire from 
Kerala Minister G Sudhaka-
ran. The Minister likened 
the tantri’s statement to the 
act of downing the shutters 
of shops during hartal.

However, head priest of 
the Malikappuram temple 
at Sannidhanam, Anish 
Namboothiri, defended the 

Rajeevaru’s statement, say-
ing tantri is the highest au-
thority on matters related to 
the temple’s customs and if 
it was violated, he has the 
power to take such actions.

Namboothiri also de-
fended the protest by pa-
rikarmis, saying they were 
only chanting mantra of 
Lord Ayyappa.

Kerala has been wit-
nessing massive protests 
by Lord Ayyappa devotees 
opposing the entry of girls 
and women of menstrual 
age into the Sabarimala 
temple since the govern-
ment decided to imple-
ment the Apex court order.

T h e  d e v o t e e s  h a d  
intensified the agitation 
at the shrine complex and 
nearby areas including the 
base camps, Nilackal and 
Pamba, since the shrine 
was opened for the five-day 
monthly pooja on October 
17.

place and language of peo-
ple. Whether it is Rohit 
Vemula or Dalit or Adivasi 
or Muslim, they are being 
threatened, why because 
there is some weakness in 
India now.” 

Turning to women, 
Gandhi said “Women to-
day in India are scared to 
come out. They do not 
know what will happen 
to them. There is a reason 
for that.

New Delhi, Oct. 20 (PTI):  Dengue has 
claimed the lives of over 80 people and 
affected around 40,000 people across the 
country till September this year, the Union 
Health Ministry has said. 

According to figures of the National 
Vector Borne Disease Control Programme 

(NVBDCP) under the Health Ministry, the 
disease has claimed the lives of 83 people 
till September 30, while 40,868 persons were 
affected by it. 

Last year, the mosquito-borne tropical 
disease had killed 325 people and affected 
around 1,88,401 people, it said. 

Till September 30, 2018, dengue claimed 
the lives of 35 people in Kerala and 3,660 
were affected in the state. In Maharashtra, 
18 people lost their lives and 4,667 people 
were affected by the disease, the data said. 

Dengue claimed the lives of ten people 
in Chhattisgarh while affecting 1,983 people 

during this period. While in Delhi, 1,156 
people were affected by the disease, though 
no deaths were reported, it said. 

According to a municipal report re-
leased recently in Delhi, 830 people had 
been diagnosed with the vector-borne 
disease this season.

bodies have been identi-
fied.

After landing at the 
Amritsar airport, Singh 
reached the accident site. 
He met senior officials and 
members of the crisis man-
agement group and took 
stock of the relief work.

He was accompanied 
by Health Minister Brahm 
Mohindra, Local Bodies 
Minister Navjot Singh Sid-
hu, Education Minister O 
P Soni, Punjab Congress 
chief Sunil Jakhar, among 
others.

40 of those killed identi-
fied, 36 bodies cremated
Forty of the 59 people 
killed in the train accident 
near here have been iden-
tified so far and the bodies 
of 36 of were cremated, of-
ficials said Saturday.

The bodies of four 
other persons, who be-
longed to Uttar Pradesh, 
have been sent to their 
home towns by the district 
administration, an official 
said. The 36 bodies were 
cremated in batches at a 
ground near Shitla Mata 
Temple here in the pres-
ence of officials of the state 
government and family 
members of the deceased.

According to officials, 
the post-mortem examina-
tion on 29 bodies has been 
done.

At least 59 people were 
killed and 72 injured Friday 
evening after a crowd of 
Dussehra revellers that had 
spilled onto railway tracks 
while watching burning 
of Ravana effigy was run 
over by a train near here, 
officials said.

Medininagar (Jharkhand), 
Oct. 20 (PTI): Prohibi-
tory order under Section 
144 Crpc were imposed 
in Chando village and its 
vicinity in Jharkhand’s Pal-
amu district, where one 
person was killed and five 
others were injured fol-
lowing clashes between 
two communities, a senior 
police officer said.

The deceased was a 
friend of the tractor driver 
that was carrying idols for 
immersion to a nearby 
ghat on Dashami, Palamu 
Deputy Commissioner 
Shantanu Kumar Agrahari 
said Saturday.

“Arguments broke out 
when a group of people 
objected to the route be-
ing taken by a religious 
procession for idol immer-
sion. The situation turned 
volatile when the tractor, 
loaded with idols, rammed 
into a wall and overturned 
as the driver tried to move 
ahead, despite the pro-
tests,” he said.

The driver’s friend, 

who was seated by his 
side, succumbed to his 
injuries Saturday morn-
ing at Medininagar Sadar 
Hospital, where five others, 
including three policemen, 
are currently undergoing 
treatment, Agrahari added.

Superintendent of Po-
lice Indrajeet Mahatha, 
who is currently camping 
at the village along with Ag-
rahari, said the two warring 
groups have ransacked 
half-a-dozen vehicles and 
set three shops on fire in 
the area. Police had to fire 
six rounds in the air to dis-
perse the members of the 
two groups, he said.

“Six people have been 
detained in connection 
with the incident and ad-
equate security forces have 
been deployed in the area 
to maintain law and order,” 
he said. The district admin-
istration officials have also 
urged the senior citizens 
of both the communities 
to help them restore nor-
malcy in the area, Mahatha 
stated.

The railways cancelled 37 trains and di-
verted 16 trains on Saturday, a day after 
Dussehra revellers were mowed down 
by a train while they were watching the 
burning of a Ravan effigy while stand-
ing on the tracks near Amritsar, officials 
said. Giving details, the railways said 10 
mail/express trains and 27 passenger 
trains were cancelled. While 16 trains 
were diverted and reached their destina-
tion through a different route, 18 trains 
were short terminated, Northern Rail-
ways spokesperson Deepak Kumar said.

The route between Jalandhar and 
Amritsar was suspended, he said. 

The railways maintain it had no 
information about the Dussehra func-
tion held near the tracks.  Chairman 
Railway Board Ashwani Lohani said in 
a statement that the accident occurred 
at a midsection between the Amritsar 
and Manawala stations and not at a level 

crossing. 
“There was no information and no 

permission sought from us. The event 
took place at a place adjoining the rail-
way land in private property,” he said.

“At midsections trains run at their 
assigned speeds and people are not 
expected to be on the tracks. At midsec-
tions there is no railway staff posted. We 
have staff at the level crossings whose 
job is to regulate traffic,” he added, ex-
plaining why the railways was not alert-
ed about the congregation by its staff.

According to Lohani, the gateman 
was 400 metres away at a level crossing. 

If the driver had applied emergency 
brakes, there could have been a bigger 
tragedy, he said. The train was running 
at assigned speed and initial reports 
suggest that the driver applied brakes 
and the train slowed down, the top of-
ficial said.
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Kabul, Oct. 20 (IANS): At 
least five people were killed 
and 118 injured in a series 
of violent attacks and ex-
plosions in Afghanistan 
as the long-awaited par-
liamentary elections got 
underway in the militancy-
plagued country on Sat-
urday.

In Kabul, blasts killed at 
least three people and in-
jured 78, said Zear Khan, a 
spokesman for the Ministry 
of Public Health. 

In Kunduz province, 
two people were killed and 
over 40 were injured in Tal-
iban mortar and armed 
attacks, Kunduz Provincial 
Council Chief Yusuf Ayubi 
told Efe news. 

“Around 30 rockets 
were fired on Kunduz city 
and Imam-Sahib district. 
Around 15 rockets landed 
in Shir Khan High School 
and Bandahar-e-Imam Sa-
hib of Kunduz city” he said. 

“We have people mar-
tyred and injured. At least 
two persons martyred 
and over 40 injured in the 
mortar and armed attacks. 
There was fighting in at 
least three districts of Kun-
duz today” he added. 

The Afghan govern-
ment deployed 70,000 

Riyadh/Ankara, Oct.20 
(IANS): After over two 
weeks of shifting stories, 
Saudi Arabia has acknowl-
edged that missing jour-
nalist and Washington 
Post contributor Jamal 
Khashoggi died during a 
fistfight inside the coun-
try’s consulate in Istanbul 
and that 18 men had been  
arrested in the case.

Following this admis-
sion, Turkey on Saturday 
vowed to reveal all details 
in the case. “Turkey will 
never allow a cover-up... We 
are carrying out our own 
independent investiga-
tion. We will reveal our own 
conclusion,” a ruling party 
spokesperson said. 

Turkish invest iga-
tors previously said that 
Khashoggi had been de-
liberately killed inside the 
consulate and his body was 
later dismembered.

After 18 days in which 
it insisted it had no in-
volvement in the journal-
ist’s disappearance, Ri-
yadh on Friday night said 
that an initial investiga-
tion by the government’s 
general prosecutor found 
that the Saudi journalist 
had been in discussions 
with people inside the 
consulate when a quarrel 
broke out and escalated to 
a fatal fistfight.

Those responsible then 
tried to cover it up, a Saudi 
statement said. Khashoggi 
was a permanent resident 
of the US in self-imposed 
exile and was a fierce critic 
of Riyadh’s human rights 
violations and of Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman’s policies.

He went to the con-
sulate on October 2 for 
paperwork needed for his 
upcoming wedding to his 

Turkish fiancee, Hatice 
Cengiz.

An announcement car-
ried on Saudi state TV was 
the first official confirma-
tion of Khashoggi’s death 
in Turkey, and the first ac-
knowledgment by Saudi 
Arabia of its role in it.

“The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia expresses deep re-
gret at the painful devel-
opments that have taken 
place in this case and af-
firms the commitment of 
the authorities in the King-
dom to bring the facts to 
the attention of the public 
and to hold accountable all 
those involved,” it said.

The Saudi government 
said it fired five top offi-
cials and arrested 18 other 
Saudis as a result of the 
initial investigation. Those 
fired included the Crown 
Prince’s adviser Saud al-
Qahtani and deputy in-
telligence chief Maj. Gen. 
Ahmed al-Assiri.

The Saudis set up a 
commission, led by the 
Crown Prince, that will re-
structure the Saudi general 
intelligence directorate 
and will have one month 
to release a report, state 
TV said.

The commission will 
consist of national secu-
rity officials, the Foreign 
Ministry and the Interior 
Ministry.

The Saudi statement 
came as the kingdom faced 
unprecedented political 
and economic pressure to 
explain what happened to 
Khashoggi.

It was unclear whether 
the Saudi explanation, in 
contrast with details pro-
vided by Turkish investiga-
tors, will be enough to sat-
isfy foreign leaders, global 
business executives and US 

lawmakers pressing for the 
perpetrators to be brought 
to justice.

Turkish investigators 
had concluded days ago 
that Khashoggi was killed 
and dismembered by a 
Saudi team dispatched to 
Istanbul. US officials have 
said that Turkey has audio 
and video recordings pro-
viding evidence that the 
journalist was interrogated 
and killed inside the con-
sulate and his body cut into 
several pieces.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Washington Post, CIA of-
ficials had listened to an 
audio recording that Turk-
ish officials say proved 
the journalist was killed 
and dismembered by the 
Saudi team, according to 
people familiar with the 
matter. 

If verified, the record-
ing would make it difficult 
for the White House to ac-
cept the Saudi version that 
Khashoggi’s death was ef-
fectively an accident. Nor 
has Khashoggi’s body been 
recovered, and the Saudi 
statement did not address 
what happened to it.

Meanwhile, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said 
that he found the Saudi 
claim credible, CNN said. 
He called the official state-
ment from Riyadh a “good 
first step” and said talks 
with Saudi officials would 
continue.

He added that Saudi 
Arabia was a “great ally in 
the Middle East”, but “what 
happened is unacceptable”.

Trump said he would 
work with Congress to 
develop a response to 
Khashoggi’s death, but 
said that he didn’t want  
sanctions to affect US arms 
sales to the Kingdom.

London, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Wikileaks founder Julian 
Assange is taking legal ac-
tion against Ecuador, the 
South American nation 
that continues to provide 
him asylum, for allegedly 
violating his “fundamental 
rights and freedoms”.

The 47-year-old Aus-
tralian national, who has 
been holed up in a back 
room of the Ecuadorean 
embassy in central Lon-
don for over six years, was 
placed under a new set 
of house rules after he 
was allowed limited inter-
net access recently after a 
seven-month hiatus. 

The WikiLeaks said Ec-
uador had threatened to 
remove the protection As-
sange has had since being 
granted political asylum 
in 2012, and added that 
his access to the outside 
world had been “summar-
ily cut off”.

Wi k i L e a k s  l a w ye r 
Baltasar Garzon is now in 
Quito, the capital of Ec-
uador, to launch the case, 
which is set to be heard 
in a domestic court next 
week, according to UK 

London, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Thousands of people turned 
out for a People’s Vote march 
in London on Saturday to 
demand a referendum on 
the final Brexit deal struck 
by the UK government with 
the European Union (EU).

The campaign, ‘March 
for the Future’, from Park 
Lane to Parliament Square 
was dubbed by the organ-
isers, Open Britain, as the 
“biggest, loudest and most 
important” demonstration 
on Britain’s future. 

British Prime Minister 
Theresa May has repeatedly 
ruled out the prospect of 
another referendum, saying 
that the people had already 
expressed their views in the 
June 2016 referendum when 
the British public voted to 
leave the EU by a margin of 
51.89 per cent to 48.11 per 
cent. But the organisers say 
that “Brexit negotiations are 
taking us towards a future 
that nobody voted for”.

London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan is among some of the 
prominent politicians to 
throw their support behind 
the People’s Vote campaign, 
which is demanding a vote 
on the final deal with the 
European Union in the form 
a fresh referendum.

He said, “What’s clear is 
that the only options on the 

table now from the Prime 
Minister are a bad Brexit 
deal, or no deal whatsoever.”  
“That’s a million miles away 
from what was promised 
two-and-a-half years ago. 
In those circumstances, 
what we demand is that 
the British public gets a say 
in whether they accept the 
outcome of the negotia-
tions, which could be a bad 
Brexit deal, it could be no 
deal, with the option of stay-
ing in the European Union,” 
Khan added.

Protestors waving plac-
ards such as “Breverse”, “Exit 
This Brexit” and “We Want 
EU” and shouting anti-Brex-
it slogans marched through 
central London to gather 
at the Parliament Square 
for a rally.  Around 150 bus-
loads of people from across 
the UK reportedly travelled 
from far and wide for the 
Saturday’s march and rally. 

The hashtag #Peoples-
VoteMarch began trend-
ing on the social media site 
Twitter as the numbers kept 
growing through the day.

“Brexit’s becoming a 
dog’s dinner. This week’s 
fresh chaos and confusion 
over Brexit negotiations has 
exposed how even the best 
deal now available will be a 
bad one for Britain,” oppo-
sition Labour Party leader 

Lord Adonis, one of the 
supporters of the People’s 
Vote campaign, said.

“It’s a mess that nobody 
voted for and the reason we 
are in such a growing crisis 
is that those cheerleading 
for Brexit know the prom-
ises they made can never be 
kept,” he said.

The march comes as the 
Brexit negotiations hit a ma-
jor hurdle earlier this week, 
with the British premier in-
dicating that the post-Brexit 
transition period may have 
to be extended to achieve 
a deal with the EU over 
contentious issues such as 
keeping an open border be-
tween non-member UK ter-
ritory Northern Ireland and 
EU member-state Ireland. 

It has caused further 
turmoil and growing anger 
within the ruling Conserva-
tive Party ranks, with most 
pro-Brexit ministers op-
posed to any such exten-
sion.

The UK is scheduled to 
formally leave the EU on 
March 29, 2019, under the 
terms of the two-year Article 
50 process. The current plan 
is for a transition period 
of 21 months to run until 
December 2021 to smooth 
the path from Brexit to the 
UK and EU’s future trading 
relationship.

Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), Oct. 20 
(IANS): Indian-origin Tanzanian bil-
lionaire Mohammed Dewji, who was 
captured by gunmen outside a gym 
here nine days ago, is back home safe 
after his kidnappers freed him, the 
police said.

Dewji, 43-year-old CEO of the 
METL Group family conglomerate, 
was kidnapped by unknown men on 
October 11 while he was going for his 
early morning workout in Tanzania’s 
commercial capital Dar es Salaam.

He was found about 3.15 a.m. near 
a tennis court in the city, where his 
kidnappers left him in a car, regional 
police commissioner Lazaro Mambo-
sasa was cited as saying by the BBC. 

Dewji, who has previously served 
as member of the Parliament, is one of 
the nation’s most prominent business 
tycoons. Financial magazine Forbes 
put his wealth at $1.5 billion, describ-
ing him as Africa’s youngest billionaire.

Dewji’s disappearance made in-
ternational headlines, with his family 
offering a reward of one billion Tanza-
nian shillings ($$440,000) for informa-
tion leading to his rescue. 

Tanzanian Environment Minister 
January Makamba, a close friend of 
Dewji, tweeted that he visited his 
home on Saturday morning. “He ap-
pears healthy except for rope marks 
where kidnappers tied his hands and 
legs,” the minister said.

Dewji served two terms in the 
Parliament before he resigned in 2015 
to dedicate more time to the family 
business.

Sydney, Oct. 20 (PTI/AP): Austra-
lia’s ruling coalition was forced 
into minority government on 
Saturday after a massive swing 
against its senior partner, the 
Liberal Party, in a by-election for 
the seat of the prime minister the 
party itself had dismissed.

In a stinging backlash from 
the electorate after the fourth 
toppling of an Australian leader 
by internal party vote in just eight 
years, a swing of more than 20 per 
cent against the sitting Liberals 
propelled independent candi-
date Kerryn Phelps to a decisive 
victory.

The result cost the conserva-
tive Liberal-National party coali-
tion its one-seat majority in the 
House of Representatives, forcing 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison to 
rely on deals with independent 
lawmakers to guarantee confi-
dence in his government, enact 
legislation and ensure money 
supply.

Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
projections hailed Phelps as the 
winner after just 9 per cent of votes 
had been counted, forecasting she 
would gain a 57 per cent share of 
votes on a two-party preferred 
basis.

Liberal candidate Dave Shar-
ma conceded defeat soon after-
ward, saying: “Tonight’s result has 
been over a little sooner than I 
expected. I’m certainly glad I kept 
my day job.” 

Of the 150 seats in the House 

of Representatives, the Liberals 
now hold 75 seats, including that 
of the speaker. The opposition 
Labor Party holds 69, while inde-
pendents have six.

The by-election was triggered 
when Malcolm Turnbull quit poli-
tics after being deposed as prime 
minister.

It’s the first time in their 117-
year history the Liberals have 
lost the Wentworth seat, show-
ing the depth of voter reaction 
to Australia’s latest change of 
leadership without its people 
having a say.

Morrison said that while the 
loss was not unexpected given 
indications from opinion polls, his 
party had received a loud message 
from voters.

“They have looked at Can-
berra and the Liberal Party has 
paid a big price tonight for the 
events of several months ago,” 
he said, before adding defiantly, 
“But as a party, we will continue 
to rise again.” 

Morrison pledged that his gov-
ernment would continue as usual 
even without a majority when 
Parliament returns on Monday, 
promising to work closely with 
independent lawmakers.

“We will work constructively 
with all of those who sit on the 
cross bench as we always have,” 
he said.

Speaking to reporters, Phelps 
declined to say how she might 
vote should a no-confidence 

motion be moved against the 
government in Parliament, but 
indicated she wants the govern-
ment to run its full term, which 
expires next May.

Phelps, a doctor and former 
head of the Australian Medical 
Association, said the result should 
count as a warning to Australia’s 
lawmakers.

“People have been concerned 
about the direction of government 
for a very long time and we’ve 
seen a lack of decency, a lack of 
integrity, and we have to look at 
what the House of Representa-
tives is about,” Phelps said. “It is 
about representing the people 
and the people have spoken loud 
and clear.” 

The by-election campaign, in 
a seat with a large Jewish popula-
tion, drew international attention 
last week when Morrison raised 
the prospect of following the Unit-
ed States by relocating Australia’s 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. 

Morrison said the idea was 
suggested to him by Liberal candi-
date Sharma, a former Australian 
ambassador to Israel.

Slammed by critics as a cynical 
bid to garner Jewish votes in the 
by-election, Morrison’s statement 
was welcomed by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
but sparked concern among Pal-
estinian officials and leaders in 
Indonesia, the world’s largest 
Muslim-majority nation.

Colombo, Oct .20 (PTI):  The internal 
squabbling between President Maithri-
pala Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe has left the Sri Lankan 
public unhappy and dissatisfied, a minister 
in the ruling coalition government said on 
Saturday.

Addressing a gathering at Pannipitiya 
in a Colombo suburb, Minister of National 
Integration, Reconciliation and Official Lan-
guages Mano Ganesan also asked the two 
leaders to “sort out” their issues to ensure 
the free democratic environment created by 
this ‘yahapalana’ (good governance) govern-
ment. Sirisena, according to the media, had 
reportedly told former President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa that it was difficult to work with 
Wickremesinghe as prime minister.

In April, Wickremesinghe had success-
fully defeated a joint move by Sirisena and 
Rajapaksa to oust him. The premier was 
able to record a resounding victory in the no 

trust motion with the support of Tamil and 
Muslim minority parties.

“The people of the country are a bit 
disappointed and the reason for their un-
happiness is the conflict of opinions and 
democratic disagreements between the 
President and the Prime Minister in the 
government,” he said.

“I would like to tell my bosses that they 
need to sort out their internal issues. We 
formed the yahapalana (good governance) 
government and have created a free demo-
cratic environment in the country like never 
before. But the clashes between the presi-
dent and the prime minister are not good,” 
Ganesan said. 

Wickremesinghe was Sirisena’s main 
sponsor in the 2015 presidential election. 
Sirisena got elected with the support from 
the Wickremesinghe-led United National 
Party (UNP), Ganesan-led Tamil-minority 
party and others and the Muslims party.

 An injured man receives treatment at a hospital after a suicide attack in Kabul, Afghanistan on Saturday
PTI

Julian Assange

media reports.
“Ecuador’s measures 

against Julian Assange 
have been widely con-
demned by the human 
rights community,” a 
Wikileaks statement said.

Assange’s  lawyers 
said they are also chal-
lenging the legality of 
the Ecuadorian govern-
ment’s “special protocol”, 
which makes his political 

asylum contingent on 
“censoring” his freedom 
of opinion, speech and 
association.

The protocol also re-
quires journalists, lawyers 
and anyone else seeking 
to see Assange to disclose 
their private or political 
details, such as social me-
dia usernames and the 
serial numbers and codes 
of their phones and tab-

lets, with Ecuador which 
the protocol says the gov-
ernment may “share with 
other agencies”.

The protocol claims 
the embassy may seize 
the property of Assange or 
his visitors and, without 
a warrant, hand it over to 
UK authorities, notes the 
Wikileaks statement.

Assange sought refuge 
at the Ecuador Embassy 
in Knightsbridge in June 
2012, having lost an ap-
peal against extradition to 
Sweden for questioning 
on allegations of rape and 
sexual assault that went to 
the Supreme Court. 

While the Swedish case 
has since been dropped, 
Assange is still wanted 
by the Scotland Yard for 
breach of bail and faces ar-
rest the moment he steps 
out of the diplomatically 
immune territory.

Assange had been 
granted asylum six years 
ago on the grounds that 
he feared extradition to 
America, where he faced 
a possible death sentence 
or torture for Wikileaks’  
alleged leak of secrets.

Damascus, Oct. 20 (IANS): At 
least 32 civilians were killed 
over the past 24 hours in US-
led airstrikes on Syria’s east-
ern province of Deir al-Zour, 
a war watchdog reported on 
Friday.

T h e  U S  c o a l i t i o n 
launched airstrikes on the 
town of Souseh, which is lo-
cated in the last pocket held 
by Islamic State (IS) militants 
in the eastern countryside of 
Deir al-Zour, according to 
the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights.

Women and children 
were among the killed in 
the aerial bombardment, re-
ported Xinhua news agency 
quoting the London-based 
watchdog. ternational inves-
tigation into the “crimes” of 
the US-led coalition in Syria, 
charging that Washington 
is using the anti-IS battles 
as a pretext for continued 
intervention in Syria’s affairs. 
The US-led coalition entered 
the course of anti-IS battles 
in Syria in 2014 without the 
consent of the Syrian gov-
ernment, which questions 
its intention and brands its 
intervention as illegal.

troops -- an increase of 
16,000 from the figure an-
nounced previously -- to 
boost security during the 
electoral process, Interior 
Ministry spokesperson Na-
jib Danish said at a press 
conference.

He added that 4,900 
polling centres had opened 
in 32 out of the 34 provinc-
es. The voting was to begin 
at 7 a.m. across the country, 
but in some polling stations 
it started at around 9 a.m. 

and in some even later.
In some of the polling 

stations biometric devices 
were malfunctioning, while 
in others election material, 
including ballots, did not 
arrive on time.

Elections were delayed 
in the Ghazni province ow-
ing to ethnic tensions and 
security concerns, while 
in Kandahar it was pushed 
back by a week after a bra-
zen attack by the Taliban 
on Thursday during a high-

level security meeting that 
killed and injured top of-
ficials.

The Election Commis-
sion said it will continue till 
Sunday in centres which 
were unable to open on 
Saturday.

“Holding of this elec-
tion is the success of the 
constitution, success of the 
people and the democra-
cy,” President Ashraf Ghani 
had said in an address 
to the nation even as the 

Taliban warned again on 
Saturday that they would 
target all polling booths 
and warned people against 
voting.

“Enemy’s polling sta-
tions all over the country 
are under attack by Muja-
hideens, countrymen must 
refrain from taking part in 
this fake process, to save 
their lives and not to be-
come a tool for the imple-
mentation of the evil plans 
of the enemy,” said Taliban 
spokesperson Zabihullah 
Mujahid in a statement.

The insurgents claimed 
on Twitter that they per-
petrated attacks in at least 
20 of the 34 provinces in 
Afghanistan on Saturday.

The elections are be-
ing held after a delay of 
three years owing to secu-
rity challenges and political 
and economic instability in 
the country. Violence in the 
run-up to the vote caused 
30 per cent of all polling 
stations to shut and left 10 
candidates dead.

More than 2,500 can-
didates, including many 
women, are vying for 250 
seats in the legislative elec-
tions. Nearly nine million 
voters were entitled to cast 
their ballots.
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The organisers of Thuwu-ni festival addressing media persons for the festival at Hope Cafe in Dimapur on Saturday. 

‘Widows’: Steve McQueen wants to engage with wider public
Oscar-winning filmmaker Steve McQueen of “12 Years a Slave” fame likes making serious 
movies, but his new heist thriller “Widows” is made for multiplexes, not art houses. He says 
he wants to engage with a wider audience. After a career of largely limited releases -- his 
biggest hit, “12 Years A Slave”, earned $188 million worldwide -- but his other films all made 
less than $20 million, “Widows” may introduce McQueen to a new audience. He told Hol-
lywood Reporter: “I want to engage with a wider, broader public. If you want real change, 
you have to engage with the people you’re making films about. But I’m not lowering my 
political, intellectual engagement. I’m rising toward something, not lowering.” “Widows” 
will be the closing film at the 20th edition of the Jio MAMI Mumbai Film Festival with Star 
in Mumbai. McQueen made “Hunger” followed by “Shame” and then “12 Years a Slave”, the 
story of the real-life Solomon Northup that won the Oscar for best picture. (IANS) 

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm and 8 pm: Namaste 
England (Hindi)

5.30 pm: Venom (Eng)

Thuwu-ni 2018: Everything 
about the festive extravaganza 

Lara Dutta refuses work offer from 
Mukesh Chhabra’s company

Zippy Crew wins 4th ‘Open Dance Explosion Competition’

Neil Young to release ‘songs for 
judy’ live acoustic album

T
huwu-ni the outdoor 
festival providing an 
amalgamation of local 
art, culture and Thuwu-
ni Music Festival (TMF) 

will witness the best musical 
talents of Northeast, Mumbai and 
Russia under one roof at Natsumi 
outdoor stadium in Pughoboto a 
subdivision of Zunheboto district. 

The 4th edition of Thuwu-ni 

festival will be a three-day affair 
which will begin on Nov. 15 and 
conclude on Nov. 17. This was 
informed at a press conference 
held at Hope Cafe Duncan Basti 
in Dimapur on Sat. Oct. 20 by the 
organisers.  The Thuwu-ni festival 
was initiated in 2014 by the local 
legislator and the 4th edition is 
managed by Musik-A. 

TMF will be a three-day affair 

for all age group with “Rock & 
Roll nite”, “The New Age” and 
“Body Move nite” as the theme. 
The artiste line up or TMW Nov. 
15 “Rock & Roll nite” are Lords of 
Rock (LOR), Paper Sky, Sourabee 
Debbarma (Former Indian Idol), 
Unplugged 3, Nomkachiba Lem-
tur, Kino Chophy, Alosheli Zhimo, 
Laphu Phumi and Kivito Achumi; 
for Nov 16 “New Age nite” are the 

winner of Hornbill International 
Rock Contest 2017 winner Avora 
Records from Mizoram, Polar 
Lights, Fine Mess from Manipur, 
Technicolors, Zuchobeni Tungoe 
and Jonathan Yhome; and for Nov 
17 “Body Moves nite” are Julia 
Bliss from Russia, Mozzey, Roy 
from Mumbai,  DJ Sumika and 
Noel Zoek.

Eastern Mirror Desk 

A
ctress Lara Dutta Bhupathi 
has turned down a work offer 
routed through the casting 
company of Mukesh Chhabra, 
one of those accused of sexual 

harassment amid the #MeToo wave in 
India.

Lara’s tennis star husband Mahesh 
Bhupathi made the revelation in an open 
letter posted to Twitter on Friday, urging 
people to “stop engaging” with those who 
have been sexual offenders, and raised 
a concern on why those in positions of 
power in the film fraternity have chosen 
to remain silent.

Mahesh wrote: “Two days ago my 
wife, who’s shooting out of town, got an 
offer from a leading international digital 
platform through Mukesh Chabbra’s 
company. She forwarded it to me for my 
feedback. I asked if she really wanted to 
empower his company even after what’s 
been in the news.

“Her reaction was that the digital 
platform hadn’t really pulled back busi-
ness from him either. Later, 
Lara got in 
touch with 
the digital 
platform 
and told 
them 
she 
wouldn’t 
accept 
work 
through 
this 
company 
specifi-
cally. I think 
she did the 
right thing. 
I’m not sure 
it’s enough, 
though.”

As 

women around the country continue to 
share their horrific stories, most people 
in a position of power -- influencers, as 
they’re popularly called, have chosen to 
stay silent on the matter, pointed out the 
father of a six-year-old daughter.

He added: “While these Me Too rev-
elations are upsetting my wife as much as 
they are me, maybe even more since she 
has seen a lot of this at close quarters and 
some of her friends are involved at both 
ends, the fact remains that the cream of 
the industry has refused to support the 
movement. Sajid Khan is not directing 
Housefull 4 anymore, but is that enough?

“A peek at Suhel Seth’s lnstagram 
account will reveal photos of him with 
every famous and powerful person in the 
country, yet not one has felt the need to 
say anything about his behaviour. People 
in the know tell me the reason for this is, 
‘Everyone has skeletons in their closet’ I 
don’t buy that.

“Women who have been in toxic work 
spaces,and yet are staying quiet need 
to understand how hard it is for these 
stories to be shared. Similarly, the men 
must understand that even if you played 
your part by being a silent spectator to 
injustice, now is your chance to set things 
right.”

Mahesh said he has himself heard 
stories -- directly and indirectly -- but 
he chose to ignore them since “busi-
ness is business”. But not anymore.

“Personally or professionally, I 
have known and engaged with Suhel 
Seth, Vikas Bahl, Anirban Blah, Chetan 
Bhagat, Sajid Khan and Anu Malik. 
That ends today on all accounts.”

He also urged those who are in 
a position of influence through their 

massive social platforms, to stop engag-
ing and start alienating “serial predators”.

“Show them that while the law and 
investigative agencies willtake their 

course, society should - and will 
- reject them. The stance 

needs to be crystal clear 
-- guilty unless proven 

innocent.”
IANS

T
he 4th Open 
Dance Explo-
sion Competi-
tion (Odec) was 
held in Wokha 

on Oct. 19.
The event was jointly 

organised by three broth-
ers namely- Chanbemo 
Humtsoe, S Aben Ngul-
lie and Sulan A Ezung at 
Wokha town hall with 
theme ‘Unveil your danc-

ing skill.’
Zippy Crew won the 

contest after competing 
with 13 participants from 
various places including

Mokokchung, Kohima, 
Dimapur, Mon including 
dancers from Assam. 

Solo dancer Mey-
itemsu Naga from 
Mokokchung won the 1st 
runner-up title while solo 
artist Johny Y Kithan from 

Dimapur won the 2nd 
runners-up title. 

Two individual prizes 
for best entertainers were 
shared between Rahul 
‘litttle Virus’ from Assam 
and Leiwang Konyak from 
Mon.

The winner of the 
competition walked away 
with a certificate and 
cash award of INR 28,000 
while the first and second 

runners-up received 
certificates and cash 
awards of INR 18,000 and 
INR 8000 respectively. The 
individual prizes were also 
awarded with certificates 
and cash. 

The event was en-
thralled with a special 
number by Orenthng 
Ezung and a guest dance 
artist Nick Thapa. Nick 
Thapa has won many 

S
ome rare, live recordings 
from Neil Young are finally 
going to see the light of day.

The singer-songwriter 
is set to release Songs for 

Judy, a collection of live acoustic 
performances recorded at various 
cities during his November 1976 
tour, on Nov. 30.

The 22-song album includes the 
previously unreleased track “No One 
Seems to Know”, alongside raw ren-
ditions of better known songs like 
“Heart of Gold,” “Sugar Mountain” 
and “Too Far Gone.”

The col-
lection was 
curated by 
rock-journal-
ist-turned-
Oscar-
winning-
filmmaker 
Cameron 
Crowe and 
concert pho-
tographer Joel 
Bernstein. 
Both were 
embedded 
with Young 
during his 
1976 solo 
tour.

“The 
shows were 

reckless and beautiful,” Crowe 
said, reflecting upon the time. “The 
evenings began with an hour-long 
acoustic solo set from Neil. The 
acoustic portion of the evening 
morphed nightly, often fueled by 
a smoke or two just behind the 
curtain. After a break, Neil and Crazy 
Horse would return for a barn-burn-
er of an electric set designed to level 
the place. They succeeded nightly.”

Bernstein recorded the perform-
ances on cassette tape, originally 
meant only for personal enjoyment. 
“I immediately realized that making 

these tapes was in fact a great idea,” 
he said. “I was soon raiding malls 
for whatever blank C-90 cassettes I 
could find along the way. The U.S. 
leg of this tour was brief (18 shows 
in 12 cities, in 24 days), but the per-
formances were at their best intense 
and thrilling. As the tour continued, 
the cache of cassette-tape grew, all 
of them filled with gems.”

Whittling the performances 
down was no easy task. “For days 
we listened and compiled,” Crowe 
remembered. “It was deliriously 
painstaking work. Wake up, eat 

breakfast, 
dive back into 
the record-
ings. Decide 
which of the 
12 versions of 
‘Old Laugh-
ing Lady’ was 
most essential. 
Repeat.”

The result 
is a collection 
of intimate 
performances 
that haven’t 
been heard in 
more than 40 
years.

Ultimateclas-
sicrock

competitions including 
Dancing fever S-4, winner 
of Smoke the Beat S-4 in 
Guwahati and has also 
participated in a national 
level contest ‘Dance India 
Dance S-4’ where he went 
up till top 28.

Yanthanthung Humt-
soe, a social activist who 
graced the occasion as 
the special guest cited 
dancing as an art to 
express one’s feelings 
and emotions. Citing 
that people who have 
the ability to dance are 
looked up, the special 
guest advised the danc-
ers to be modest with 
their skills as dance is not 
only considered as an art 
but requires discipline 
and patience. 

The panel of judges 
for the event were Nzan-
thung Ngullie, founder 
Trionix Dance Studio 
Dimapur and Yiben R 
Humtsoe former con-
vener KYI.

Eastern Mirror 
Desk 
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Naga lad Vilasier Khate, right, and Abhishek Gaur won the men’s doubles title at the recently concluded 
AITA Men’s only 50K tournament held at Gurgaon from Oct. 15-19, according to an update received on 
Saturday. Vilasier Khate and Abhishek Gaur beat Amit Beniwal and Abhiveer Shekhawat 6-1, 6-4 in the 
finals.

Real Madrid’s Marcelo looks dejected after missing a chance to score 
against Levante during a La Liga match in Santiago Bernabeu, Madrid, in 
Spain on Sat. Oct. 20.

Ducati’s Andrea Dovizioso seen during Japanese Grand Prix qualifying at Twin Ring Motegi, in Japan on Sat. Oct. 20.

The AR women boxing team posing for the lens during the prize distribution.

PTI

Team India captain Virat Kohli, second from right, and MS Dhoni, left, seen during a practice session ahead of 
the first One Day International cricket match against the West Indies, at the ACA Cricket Stadium, Barsapara in 
Guwahati on Sat. Oct. 20.

Favourites India to start World 
Cup preparation with WI series

Saina in final of Denmark Open, 
Srikanth suffers defeat in semi-final

Dovizioso on pole in Japan, Marquez to start sixth

Real Madrid slump to third straight loss despite ending record goal drought

Assam Rifles women boxing 
team shines at nationals

1st Northeast Olympic Games in Manipur from Oct. 24Sekrüzu Area Sports Association 
conducts referee coaching

Double power

Guwahati, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
Hot favourites India will 
look to start their prepara-
tion for next year’s 50-over 
World Cup in style and 
iron out the weaknesses 
in the side when they take 
on lowly West Indies in 
the five-match ODI series 
starting here on Sunday.

India will play 18-odd 
One-Day Internationals 
(ODI) before the World Cup 
in England.

Among the issues they 
would want to address, In-
dia’s middle order is a prob-
lem especially the number 
four position where many 
have been tried but with 
little success. Explosive 
wicketkeeper-batsman 
Rishabh Pant is expected 
to make his ODI debut, fol-
lowing his exploits in tests.

The 21-year-old Pant, 
who cracked a ton at the 
Oval in his debut series 
against England, contin-
ued his rich form with 
consecutive scores of 92 
against the West Indies in 
the two-match Test series.

This series will also see 
skipper Virat Kohli making 
the return to the fold after 
taking a break during the 
Asia Cup which India won.

Former captain Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni will 
once again be under the 
pump as he has time and 
again struggled to replicate 
his old form.

Madrid, Oct. 20 (Reuters): 
Real Madrid’s miserable 
run of results continued on 
Saturday as they fell to a 
2-1 defeat at home 
to Levante, their 
third successive 
loss in all competi-
tions which piles 
more pressure on 
coach Julen Lop-
etegui.

Jose Luis Mo-
rales put Levante 
ahead in the seventh min-
ute after a defensive slip 
from Raphael Varane while 
Roger Marti doubled the 
lead in the 13th from the 

penalty spot after a hand-
ball by Varane, with the 
spot-kick awarded after 

consultation with the 
video assistant ref-

eree (VAR).
Real created a 

number of chanc-
es down the oth-

er end but hit the 
woodwork three 
times and had a 
strike by Marco 

Asensio ruled out 
by VAR for offside and ear-
ly in the second half they 
broke an unwanted club 
record of 464 minutes with-
out scoring.

Marcelo finally snapped 
their long spell without 
a goal by smashing into 
the net midway through 
the second half, scoring 
the club’s first goal in 482 
minutes, but despite creat-
ing more chances which 
saw Karim Benzema hit 
the woodwork and Mari-
ano having a goal ruled 
out, Real could not find an 
equaliser.

Real are fifth in the La 
Liga standings, three points 
behind leaders Alaves. 
Champions Barcelona play 
at home to second-placed 
Sevilla later on Saturday.

Tokyo, Oct. 20 (Reuters): 
Italian Andrea Dovizioso 
piled the pressure on cham-
pionship leader Marc Mar-
quez by qualifying in pole 

position for Sunday’s Japa-
nese Grand Prix while the 
Spaniard will start in sixth.

Honda’s Marquez can 
win a fifth MotoGP title 

with a win at Motegi but 
Dovizioso, his closest rival 
in the championship race, 
showed he was not willing 
to give up without a fight as 

he set the fastest qualifying 
time of 1:44:590 seconds.

Ma rq u ez ,  2 5 ,  w h o 
crashed during practice 
earlier in the day, was 0.299 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The Assam Rifles women 
team won the overall cham-
pionship in the recently 
concluded 18th Senior 
Women National Boxing 
Championship organised 
by Uttarakhand Amateur 

Boxing Association on be-
half of Indian Amateur Box-
ing Federation (IABF) at 
Shantipuram, Dhandhera 
Roorkee, district-Haridwar, 
Uttrakhand from Oct. 10-
14.

According to an update, 

the team also bagged 4 gold 
and one silver.

In addition, one boxer 
of DGAR team representing 
Manipur clinched the silver 
medal. 

27 teams participated in 
the event.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The Sekrüzu Area Sports 
Association (SASA) con-
ducted a two-day referee 
coaching on Oct. 18- 19 at 
Sekruzu town according 
to an update received here 
on Saturday.

Veshosa Keyho, presi-
dent SASA informed that 
coaches from Nagaland 
Directorate of Youth Re-

sources & Sports basket-
ball coach Achila, football 
coach Ruokuovituo Aba 
and volleyball coach Sen-
tiyangba imparted both 
theory and practical ses-
sion to all the 27 referee 
trainees from nine villages 
including SASA officials.

All the villages were 
represented by three ref-
eree trainees with their 

choice of discipline and 
interest.

The trainees will go 
back to their villages and 
will impart their knowl-
edge to other referees in 
the village level sports. 

The update also stated 
that SASA will be conduct-
ing its 37th tournament 
tentatively slated from 
Jan. 2-9, 2019.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 20 (EMN): Manipur is 
all set to host the first ever North-
east Olympic Games at the Khu-
man Lampak sports complex in 
Imphal from Oct. 24-28. Altogether 
around 2000 sports persons from 
eight north eastern states will take 
part in the upcoming games where-
in the athletes will compete in 12 
different sports disciplines. The 
disciplines are: archery, athletics, 
badminton, boxing, football, judo, 
karate, shooting, table tennis, tae-
kwondo, weightlifting, and wushu.

All the sports persons and par-
ticipants in the game will be staying 

at the youth hostels, national sports 
university hostels and others inside 
the Khuman Lampak sports com-
plex in Imphal.

In view of the development, 
Manipur Olympic Association 
(MOA) headed by its president 
Th Radheshyam Singh who is the 
school education minister in the 
BJP led coalition government in 
Manipur led MOA officials in as-
sociation with the Youth affairs and 
sports department and Manipur 
police conducted a social service 
camp at the Khuman Lampak 
sports complex which is the venue 
of the games on Saturday.

Around 600 sports persons in-
cluding players from Sports author-
ity of India, police personnel under 
training in Manipur police train-
ing centre at Pangei near Imphal, 
members of MOA and others par-
ticipated in the day’s social service.

However the proposed press 
conference to be addressed by 
MOA President Radheshyam Singh 
along with the technical officials of 
the first NE Olympic Games, 2018 at 
the office of MOA at Khuman Lam-
pak, Imphal has been postponed to 
Sun. Oct. 21.

Meanwhile Manipur Judo As-
sociation has announced play-

ers for Manipur Judo team who 
will take part in the games to be 
held in Imphal for the first time. 
The women Judokan players who 
will represent Manipur include H 
Dhanapyari Devi (48 Kg), L Sand-
hya Devi (52 Kg), N Gunileima 
Devi (57 Kg), K Diana Devi (63 Kg) 
and, H Julia Devi (70 Kg). The men 
Judokan players who will represent 
Manipur include S Maimu Singh 
(56 Kg), N Yashwal Singh (60 Kg), N 
Sunish Singh (66 Kg), L Meino Singh 
(73 Kg) and Y Sunil Singh (81 Kg).L 
Denith Singh, A Surjit Meitei and T 
Sanatomba were selected as team 
coaches.

Odense (Denmark), Oct. 
20 (PTI): Top Indian shut-
tler Saina Nehwal stormed 
into the women’s singles fi-
nal of Denmark Open with 
an easy win over Gregoria 
Tunjung of Indonesia but 
Kidambi Srikanth suffered 
a straight game defeat in 
the men’s singles semifi-
nals to bow out of the tour-
nament here on Saturday.

Olympic bronze med-
allist Saina beat Tunjung 
21-11 21-12 in a one-sided 
semifinal match that lasted 
just 30 minutes.

Saina will face world 
number one and nem-
esis Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese 
Taipei in the summit clash 
tomorrow.

Tai Tzu has an over-
whelming 12-5 career 
head-to-head record 
against Saina. Saina last 
defeated Tai Tzu in 2013 
and since then the Chinese 
Taipei shuttler has been 
victorious in the last 10 
matches between the two.

This year, world num-
ber 10 Saina has lost all 
her four matches against 
Tai Tzu, the last being the 
semifinal clash in the Asian 
Games in Jakarta in August.

In the semifinal match 
against Tunjung, it was, 
however, a cakewalk for 

Dhoni was far from his 
best in the Asia Cup, scoring 
77 runs in four innings with 
an average of 19.25 and a 
strike rate of 62.09.

With Pant now also 
making the team regularly, 
Dhoni will be under more 
pressure to perform.

India have struggled to 
find a proper No.4 batsman 
and this will also present 
an opportunity to Ambati 
Rayudu, who is expected to 
bat at the position, to stake 
a claim in the side more 

regularly.
Rayudu and will look to 

carry forward his fine form 
of Asia Cup where he scored 
175 runs, averaging 43.75 
from six innings.

India will also have the 
services of all-rounder Ra-
vindra Jadeja in the lower-
order and in the absence of 
injured Hardik Pandya, he 
will have to step-up. 

Left-arm wrist spinner 
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuz-
vendra Chahal will once 
again be expected to wreak 

havoc with their spin while 
fast bowlers Mohammad 
Shami and an in-form 
Umesh Yadav will share the 
workload in the absence of 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Jasprit Bumrah, who have 
been rested for the first two 
ODIs.

The tourists are expect-
ed to put up a better show 
in white ball cricket unlike 
the Tests. But the withdraw-
al of big-hitting opener Evin 
Lewis from the ODI series 
citing personal reasons is 

a body for the side which 
is already missing Chris 
Gayle and Andre Russell.

To make matters worse, 
coach Stuart Law, who is 
into his penultimate as-
signment with the team, 
will not be allowed in the 
dressing room in the first 
two ODIs due to a breach 
of ICC’s code of conduct.

West Indies will bank 
on veteran Marlon Samu-
els, captain and all-round-
er Jason Holder and pacer 
Kemar Roach. 

The squad features 
three uncapped players 
-- opener Chandrapaul 
Hemraj, all-rounder Fabian 
Allen and pacer Oshane 
Thomas.

Squads:
India: Virat Kohli (captain), 
Rohit Sharma, Shikhar 
Dhawan, Ambati Rayudu, 
Manish Pandey, Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni, Rishabh 
Pant, Ravindra Jadeja, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Mohammed Shami, 
Khaleel Ahmed, Lokesh 
Rahul, Umesh Yadav.
West Indies: Jason Holder 
(captain), Fabian Allen, 
Sunil Ambris, Devendra 
Bishoo,  Chanderpaul 
Hemraj, Shimron Hetmy-
er, Shai Hope, Alzarri Jo-
seph, Kieran Powell, Ashley 
Nurse, Keemo Paul, Rov-
man Powell, Kemar Roach, 
Marlon Samuels, Oshane 
Thomas and Obed McCoy.

seconds off the pace and 
faces a steep task if he was 
to seal a third consecu-
tive MotoGP crown in Ja-
pan on Sunday. France’s 
Johann Zarco, a rider for 
the Yamaha Tech3 team, 
was second in qualifying, 
with Australian Jack Miller 
in third. Dovizioso’s pole 
was only his second of the 
year and came at a crunch 
time as the Ducati rider at-
tempts to delay Marquez’s 
crowning as champion.

The Spaniard is cur-
rently 77 points clear of 
Dovizioso with four races 
remaining. Each race offers 
25 points for a win.

If Dovizioso wins in Ja-
pan, as he did last year, 
then the title race will go 
into the final three races 
of the season, starting with 
the Australian Grand Prix 
next weekend.

“Our bike works well 
on this track,” Dovizioso 
told reporters. “It is a good 
track for my style. The mix 
is very good. We knew that 
coming here and then we 
did what we expected.

“Marc has a very good 
pace for the race so it is go-
ing to be a hard battle.”

Saina as she completely 
dominated from start to 
finish in both the games.

With Parupalli Kashyap, 
with whom she is getting 
married later this year, 
cheering her at the corner 
of the court, Saina reeled 
off easy points one after 
the other with her Indone-
sian rival not giving much 
resistance.

Saina was 10-4 ahead in 
no time and extended the 
lead to 17-8 before pocket-
ing the first game in just 13 
minutes.

Saina took a 7-3 lead 
but Tunjung fought back to 
level scores at 7-7 but there 
was no looking back for the 
Indian from there on as she 
surged ahead with a series 
of points before pocketing 
the second game to win the 
match.

In the men’s singles 
semifinals earlier in the 
day, Srikanth was com-
pletely off-colour, especial-
ly in the second game, as he 
went down tamely to world 
number one Kento Momo-
ta of Japan in 42 minutes.

However, there was not 
much to separate between 
the two initially as they 
were locked 10-10. But 
from there on, Momota 
surged ahead by reeling off 
four straight points.

World number six Sri-
kanth narrowed down the 
gap to 13-15 but the Japa-
nese continued his mo-
mentum to make it 20-13 
to have seven game points. 
The Indian saved three 
game points but it was just 
a matter of one shot for 
Momota to go 1-0 up in the 
match.

Saina Nehwal 
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Manchester United's Anthony Martial scores their first goal against Chelsea during their Premier 
League match at Stamford Bridge, in London on Sat. Oct. 20.

Debutant Centurion FC lifts 19th 
NSF Martyrs' Memorial Trophy

DFL: Ekhyo FC and FC Alianza settle 
for a draw, United V and S wins

MDFA: SSS Blue and Grand 
Elites enter quarterfinals

The Shuttlers wins Mkg. 
inter-club badminton c’ship

Kohima district volleyball 
tourney from Nov. 22

LMT: Strangers’ United through to 
quarter-finals, Oziepik FC wins

EPL: Mourinho melee as United concedes late, draws 2-2 at Chelsea

Points table

EM Images

Players of Grand Elite’s S/C, in white and blue stripes, and SSS Blue in action during the on-going MDFA Trophy 
at the Imkongmeren Sports Complex, in Mokokchung on Sat. Oct. 20.

EM Images

The Shuttlers, Chuchuyimpang (B), champions of Mokokchung Inter-Club badminton Championship with Col. KS 
Kataria and MDBA officials at the Indoor Badminton Stadium, in Mokokchung on Sat. Oct. 20.

EM Images

A player of United V and S (blue) about to receive the ball while players of Titan SCC sprints forward to take an 
advantage during the ongoing DFL at the DDSC stadium in Dimapur on Sat. Oct. 20.

EM Images

Players of Centurion FC with special guest and others after receiving the NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy at the Kohima local ground on Saturday 
evening.

London, Oct. 20 (AP): Man-
chester United manager 
Jose Mourinho was involved 
in a touchline skirmish after 
his team conceded a goal in 
the sixth minute of injury 
time to draw 2-2 at former 
club Chelsea in the Premier 

League on Saturday.
One of Chelsea man-

ager Maurizio Sarri's as-
sistants celebrated wildly 
in front of United's bench 
following Ross Barkley's late 
equalizer and it clearly an-
gered Mourinho, who leapt 

to his feet and was soon in 
the middle of a melee that 
included security staff and, 
before long, players from 
both sides.

''What happened was 
with Sarri's assistant and 
Sarri was the first one to 

Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The 6th Open Kohima Dis-
trict Volleyball Champion-
ship 2018 under the aegis 
of Kohima District Volley-
ball Association (KDVA) 
will be held from Nov. 22-
26 at Kohima.

The association has 
informed that registration 
forms for the tournament 
would be issued from Oct. 
24 onwards from Northern 

Sports, Zumvü Printex and 
Star Sports in Kohima.

The last date for sub-
mission of form is Nov. 
17, updates from KDVA 
stated.

Meanwhile, the KDVA 
has convened a meeting of 
all the organising commit-
tee on Oct. 23 at 3 pm at 
TU Building, below Naga-
land Cooperative Society 
Bank, Kohima.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 20 (EMN): The Shut-
tlers, Chuchuyimpang (B) lifts the cov-
eted Mokokchung Inter-Club badminton 
Champion 2018 after defeating the mighty 
Longsa Sporting Club in the final at the In-
door Badminton Stadium in Mokokchung 
on Sat. Oct. 20.

The the Shuttler ‘B’ won the U-13 boys 
single, U-15 girls single, U-17 boys singles 
and veterans 45+ men’s doubles in the finals 
and claimed the championship titles.

The champions walked home with a 
cash prize of INR 50000 plus shield and 
certificates while the runners-up received 
INR 30000 plus certificates.

The individual prizes include most 
promising player-: Female- Imlikumla (The 
Shuttlers ‘A’) Male- Alichang (Longsa Sport-
ing Club) and the most valuable Player: 
Taniya Bordoloi (The Shuttlers ‘B’)

Col. KS Kataria, the Commandant of 44 
Assam Rifles was the special invitee at the 
closing function.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Oziepik FC humiliated 
Homers FC 6-0 in Satur-
day's first match of the on-
going Loyem Memorial 
Trophy. 

With the win Oziepik 
FC looks to seal the spot 
in quarter-finals. Brace 
from Pule and a goal each 
for Lamdong, Mongtsoa, 

Shangtsoi, and Thuming set 
the deal.

In the second match, 
Strangers’ United beat Hü-
gel Hifliers FC 4-0. Nung-
sang opened the floodgates 
in the 4th minute and con-
verted a penalty in the 20th 
minute.

Beshang scored a beau-
tiful solo effort in the 14th 

minute. Athun added an-
other through a deflection 
in the 23rd minute to end 
the match 4-0. Strangers’ 
United will face Sangzi FC 
in the quarter-final.
Monday’s matches
DEF Tsg vs Saksi FC at 12 
noon
Pisgah United FC vs New 
Young FC at 1:30 pm

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 20 (EMN): SSS Blue and 
Grand Elites secured their berth for the 
quarter-finals while NU Lumami beat Uni-
corn FC in the last league matches of the 
MDFA Trophy 2018 at the Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex on Sat. Oct. 20

In a one-sided matched between NU 
Lumami and Unicorn FC the game ended 
7-0 in favour of Lumami. Tongpangmeren 
scored five goals for the team in the 4th, 
32nd, 55th, 56th and 70th minutes.

The other two goals were scored by 
Chetsho and Imlimatsung in the 18th and 
39th minute. Both the teams, however, 
failed to qualify for the quarter-finals from 
Pool D because of their losses in their previ-
ous matches.

The second match between SSS Blue 

and Grand Elite was a fight to determine 
the winner of Pool D. Both the two qualify-
ing teams played some real football with 
the young SSS Blue team fighting all 
through the game though they lost 2-5 
against the well set-up Grand Elite.

The five goals for Grand Elite came from 
L.Temjen (2nd minute), Athing (9th min-
ute), Tongpangnukdang (28th minute), Im-
suwapang (38th minute), and Kekhrie (71st 
minute). The two goals from SSS Blue came 
from Chungponglemba and Angangba in 
the 41st and 49th minute.

Grand Elite will face Telongjem FC and 
SSS Blue will face SSS yellow in the quarter-
final matches.

Monday’s matches from 12 noon
Zonipang SA vs FC Young Boys

SSS Yellow vs SSS Blue

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 20: A battle between equal 
strengths made Ekhyo FC and FC Alianza 
settle for a 1-1 draw after a pulsating match 
during the ongoing Dimapur Football 
League (DFL) season 1 at the Dimapur 
District Sports Complex (DDSC) stadium, 
in Dimapur on Sat. Oct. 20.

The entire players were forced to battle 
the searing heat of the sun as well as their 
adversaries. None showed any sign of 
weaknesses, instead every one of them was 
charging up to deliver their own tricks of 
trade to win the game. 

After more than 30 minutes of tussle 
between Ekhyo FC and FC Alianza in the 
first match, it was Vichou Beitou of Ekhyo 
FC who scored the first goal of the day in the 

36th minute of the first half which was later 
equalised by Along of FC Alianza in the 43th 
minute of the second half.

Even after a hard fought draw earned 
during the day, it still kept both the teams 
crestfallen as they were not able to add 
more balls inside the goal line.

The man of the match for the first 
game was awarded to Homika of FC 
Alianza.

In the second match, United V and S 
defeated Titan SCC with a full time score of 
1-0. The lone goal for United V and S was 
scored through a long shot from the left 
mid field by Latminlal in the 8th minute. 

Next matches: Friday Oct. 26
United V and S vs Chanan FC at 1pm

Titan SCC and P Vizheto FC at 3:30 pm

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Debutant Centurion FC, 
Kohima Village emerged 
as the champions of the 
19th NSF Martyrs’ Memo-
rial Trophy after defeating 
Meriema Village Youth Or-
ganisation 2-1 in the final 
match at the Kohima local 
ground on Sat. Oct. 20.

The champions Cen-
turion FC received a cash 
prize of INR 2 lakhs along 
with the trophy and cita-
tions, while the runners-
up Meriema walked home 
with a cash prize of INR 
1.2 lakhs with trophy and 
citations.

Goals from Medoneituo 
Sekhose and Vekhruto Resu 
in either half of the match 
helped Centurion FC to win 

the final match and take the 
title. Sekhose produced his 
best in the final match by 
scoring a goal and assisting 
the second goal.

Meriema team, the 
semi-finalist in 2009 edition 
struggled to make much 
impression in the game as 
their blunt attack was kept 
quiet.

The first half was lack-
ing in quality with some 
lacklustre finishing from 
both sides, and it was Cen-
turion FC striker Rabindra’s 
effort that got the team into 
the score sheet.

Centurion FC players 
combined with Rabindra 
Meitei, Punuru Nienu and 
Medonietuo to score their 
first goal, as Meitei latched a 
cross into Nienu path inside 

the area but his shot was 
deflected by goalkeeper 
Medophrezo and Sekhose 
was in the right position 
to head home from the 
rebound and open the scor-
ing in the 18th minute.

Centurion FC took hold 
of the ball possession with 
little attack from Meriema 
side to end the first half 1-0.

Centurion midfielder 
Vekhruto who came on as 
a substitute scored his third 
goal in as many appear-
ances. 

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  a 
through ball from his Cen-
turion teammate found 
Sekhose as he passed the 
ball to Vekhruto for him 
to overlap the goalkeeper 
and coolly converted into 
the empty net in the 76th 

minute to double the lead
Kekhriengulie Usou did 

score a stunning goal for 
Meriema team with a bicy-
cle kick in the 85th minute 
but the damage was already 
done as Centurion took 
control and held on the 
lead till the end of the final 
whistle to win the match.

The month long tour-
nament was organised by 
Angami Students' Union 
wherein 47 teams including 
five teams from outside Na-
galand (four from Manipur 
and one from Mizoram) 
participated.

With the theme “Goal 
for Peace,” the tournament 
is an annual feature in hon-
our and in remembrance 
of Late Kekuojalie Sachu 
of Kohima village and Late 

Sl. 
No

Clubs Played Won Draw Loss GF GA Points

1 P Vizheto FC 6 5 0 1 17 4 15

2 FC Alianza 6 3 3 0 12 3 12

3 Dorian’s 
Society

6 3 2 1 9 7 11

4 A1 Power 
Play

6 3 0 3 12 12 9

5 Ekhyo FC 6 2 2 2 4 6 8

6 Chanan FC 6 1 2 3 8 12 5

7 United V 
and S

6 1 1 4 2 12 4

8 Titan SCC 6 1 0 5 4 11 3

Vikhozo Yhoshü of Kig-
wema village.

Kohima to get astro-
turf soccer pitch soon

MLA and advisor for 
Youth Resources and Sports 
Zale Neikha on Saturday 
said the football ground at 
Indira Gandhi Stadium in 
Kohima will be laid with 
astro-turf by the end of this 
year or early 2019.

The legis lator  an-
nounced this while speak-
ing at the grand finale of 
the month-long 19th edi-
tion of the Naga Students’ 
Federation (NSF) Martyrs’ 
Memorial Trophy here at 
Khuochiezie ground in 
Kohima.

Neikha lauded the 
Angami Students’ Union 
(ASU) for taking initiative 
to organise the tourna-
ment consistently for the 
past 19 years.

“NSF Trophy is one of 
the most famed tourna-
ments in our state that has 
brought teams from other 
neighbouring states. I as 
a young and enthusiastic 
footballer grew up witness-
ing this tournament, and 
today, I feel honoured to be 
here as a special invitee,” 
he said.

Individual awards
Vikethozo Zhotso of Cen-
turion FC (Player of the 
tournament)
Vikeduolie Lhousi of Mer-
iema VYO (Best midfielder)
Daveikho Maizamo of Se-
napati FC Manipur (Best 
defender)
Rhitso Mero of Kohima 
Eagles FC 10 goals (Highest 
scorer)
Eshong Khulum of Tribal 
Brothers (Best keeper)

come to me and say that 
he would resolve the prob-
lem internally with him,'' 
Mourinho said. ''And after 
that, his assistant comes 
to me in Sarri's office and 
apologizes to me.

''I immediately said if 
you really feel that way and 
you want to apologize, of 
course I accept the apol-
ogy and forget it because I 
also make mistakes in my 
career.''

The late goal denied 
Mourinho a first win in 
four attempts as United 
manager at Chelsea, where 
he won three league titles 
across two spells at the Lon-
don club.

Anthony Martial scored 
goals in the 55th and 73rd 
minutes as United came 
from behind to lead after 
Antonio Rudiger's opener 
in the 21st.

Barkley equalized with 
one of the last kicks of the 
game, preserving Chelsea's 
unbeaten start to the sea-
son after nine games.

Like in the come-from-
behind 3-2 win over against 
Newcastle before the inter-
national break, it needed 
going behind to really spark 
United into action.

Mourinho was facing 
a fourth straight loss at 
the stadium where he was 
once revered when Rudiger 
headed in a corner from 
Willian. Paul Pogba lost the 
Germany defender, who 
was free about eight yards 
(meters) out to place his 
header past David De Gea.

Martial drilled home 

the equalizer from close 
range after a speculative 
shot from Ashley Young had 
landed in the Frenchman's 
path via two deflections.

David Luiz headed 
a great chance wide for 
Chelsea, whose midfielder 
N'Golo Kante then had a 
shot brilliantly tipped aside 
by goalkeeper De Gea.

Martial put United 
ahead following a counter-
attack led by Juan Mata. The 
ball made its way to Marcus 
Rashford and he played the 
ball across to Martial, who 
took one touch and curled 
a shot into the bottom cor-
ner. It would have been the 
first time in seven years that 
Chelsea lost a home game 
after leading at halftime.

But Barkley, on as a sub-
stitute, pounced from close 
range after De Gea had 
clawed away a header from 
Rudiger, moments after a 
header from David Luiz had 
struck the post.

''We were the best team 
on the pitch,'' Mourinho 
said. ''If you say before the 
game that one point at 
Stamford Bridge is a good 
result, it is so difficult to win 
here. But after the game, 
with the way the game was, 
it is an awful result for us 
and a phenomenal result 
for them.''
Other matches:
West Ham 0, Tottenham 1
New Castle 0, Brighton 1
Bournemouth 0, South-
ampton 0
Cardiff City 4, Fulham 2
Wolves 0, Watford 2
Man. City 5, Burnley FC 0


