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The offices of  Eastern 
Mirror will remain 

closed on October 18 
on account of  Durga 

Puja and will reopen on 
the 19th. Our next issue 
will hit the stands on 

October 20.

Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the 

readers especially the 
Hindu community on 

the occasion of   
Dussehra (Durga Puja). 
May this festival usher 
in peace and blessings 

for all.
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 17: Editor-
turned-politician MJ Akbar 
on Wednesday resigned 
as the Minister of State for 
External Affairs amid sexual 
harassment and molesta-
tion allegations levelled 
against him by more than 
a dozen women. He had 
initially refused to resign 
and filed a criminal defama-
tion case against one of the 
complainants, claiming the 
allegations as false.

The move came after 
several journalist organisa-
tions demanded his resigna-
tion pending investigation 
on the matter. The Network 
of Women in Media in India 
(NWMI) had also written to 
President Ram Nath Kovind 
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to sack the union 
minister to pave the way for 
an impartial probe.

Akbar, who headed 
many newspapers before 
turning to politics, said in 
a statement that he decid-
ed to step down and fight 
against the case in his per-
sonal capacity.

"Since I have decided 
to seek justice in a court of 
law in my personal capac-
ity, I deem it appropriate 
to step down from office 
and challenge false accusa-
tions levelled against me, 
also in a personal capacity. 
I have, therefore, tendered 

my resignation from the of-
fice of Minister of State for 
External Affairs,” he said in 
a statement.

A k b a r  h a s  d e n i e d 
sexual harassment allega-
tions made by over a dozen 
women against him and 
threatened to sue them. 
He later lodged a criminal 
defamation case against 
journalist Priya Ramani, the 
first woman who opened up 
his misconduct.

Ramani said that she is 
ready to fight the case with 
“truth as her defence.”

Sexual harassment on 
women at workplace not 
new in India 
The #MeToo movement 
may have started a year ago 
in the Western countries 
after dozens of women ac-
cused American film pro-
ducer Harvey Weinstein 
of sexual misconduct but 
Indian government data has 
revealed that hundreds of 
cases related to sexual har-
assment of women at work-
place had been reported in 
the last few years.

According to the data 
tabled in the Lok Sabha on 
July 27, 2018 by the Ministry 
of Women and Child De-
velopment, a total of 2,164 
complaints were registered 
under the category of sexual 
harassment of women at 
workplace in India during 

the last three-and-a-half 
years. As per the data, 522 
cases were filed in 2015, 539 
in 2016, 570 in 2017, and 533 
in the last seven months.

Among the Indian states 
and union territories, Uttar 
Pradesh registered most 
number of sexual harass-
ment of women at work-
place with 627 cases in the 
last three years and seven 
months, followed by Delhi 
(314), Haryana (139), Mad-
hya Pradesh (135), and Ma-
harashtra (126). Among the 
northeastern states, Assam 
is on top with 16 cases, two 
each in Sikkim and Tripura, 
and one in Nagaland.

It may be mentioned 
that the government of 
India passed Sexual Har-
assment of  Women at 
Workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) 
Act, 2013, with an aim to 

protect women from sexual 
harassment in workplaces, 
be it public or private. It 
mandates any establish-
ment with more than 10 
employees to constitute 
Internal Complaint Com-
mittee (ICC) for looking 
into complaints on sexual 
harassment, and the gov-
ernment to constitute a Lo-
cal Complaint Committee 
(LCC) for receiving com-
plaints from organisations 
with less than 10 workers.

The Ministry of Women 
and Child Development 
has also launched an online 
complaint management 
system called Sexual Har-
assment electronic–Box 
(SHe-Box) so that women 
employees in both govern-
ment and private sectors 
can register complaints re-
lated to sexual harassment 
at workplace.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 17:  Former 
chairman of the NSCN (K), 
Lt. Gen. (Retired) Khango 
Konyak, has reportedly ar-
rived at Yongkhao village 
under Tobu sub-division in 
Mon district and a welcome 
programme for him was 
held on October 16.

It is learned that repre-
sentatives from civil socie-
ties and NGOs from Eastern 
Nagaland were present at 
the welcome programme 
held in Yongkhao village. 
Reliable sources informed 
Eastern Mirror that Khango 
Konyak was not averse to 
signing a ceasefire with the 
Government of India. 

However, speculation 
on whether Khango Kon-
yak would join other insur-
gency groups operating in 
Nagaland state or form his 
own group is shrouded in 
darkness. It is also not clear 
if the new leadership of the 
Khaplang group will allow 
other northeast Indian rebel 
groups to retain camps in 
their base area in Taga.

It may be mentioned 
that Khango was removed 
from his role as chairman of 
the NSCN (K) in August and 
replaced by Ying Aung, dep-
uty minister of the NSCN 
(K) defence department 
and nephew of the late SS 
Khaplang. The replacement 
was made after three days of 

meetings from August 15-17 
at the group’s headquar-
ters in Taga village, Nanyun 
town.

Khango, who is western 
Naga or an Indian national, 
was appointed as chairman 
of the faction on June 20, 
2017, after the death of the 
founder SS Khaplang.

The NSCN (K) had a bi-
lateral ceasefire agreement 
with the Sagaing regional 
government in 2012 and was 
invited to sign the Nation-
wide Ceasefire Agreement 
(NCA), which was drafted in 
2015. However, as the outfit 
focuses on having a united 
Nagaland for the Naga peo-
ple in both Myanmar and 
India, its chance of signing 
the NCA was hindered.

The group has been 
barred by the NLD gov-
ernment from signing the 
NCA because of its demand 
for an independent Naga 
homeland comprising of 
more than two million Na-
gas in India’s northeast and 
Myanmar’s Sagaing Divi-
sion. The Myanmar’s 2008 
constitution does not allow 
secession by any ethnic 
group or region. 

In the meantime, the 
outfit abrogated its cease-
fire with India in 2015 and 
started a series of attacks 
against the Indian forces.

(With inputs from 
Mychinland website)

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 17: Out of the 
eight amur falcons that were 
tagged with satellite trans-
mitters, the lone surviving 
‘winged guest’ by the name 
‘Longleng’ is on its way to 
Nagaland, according to an 
official.

The wildlife warden in 
Dimapur, Caroline K Anga-
mi, and district forest officer 
in Wokha, Zuthunglo Pat-
ton, had earlier confirmed 
the arrival of the first flock 
of amur falcons in the state 
with several of them sighted 
around Barak valley in Peren 
last week. It is informed that 
the actual migration will 
take place in the first week 
of November.

Chief Wildlife Warden, 
Nagaland, Satya Prakash 
Tripathi told Eastern Mir-
ror over telephone that 
‘Longleng,’ the only surviv-
ing amur falcons tagged 
with satellite transmitter, is 
nearby Nagaland.

“Sometimes we cannot 
trace where the birds are, 
and sometimes the trans-
mitters do not function 
properly so we do not get 
any information regarding 
the rest of the birds. There 
is a possibility that the birds 
might have died or maybe, 
our transmitters are not 
functioning,” he said while 

Akbar resigns amid #MeToo storm; more 
than 2,500 cases in past four years

Khango Konyak in 
Nagaland, not averse 
to ceasefire with GoI

Amur falcon: Lone satellite-tagged 
survivor on its way to Nagaland

Nagarjan Bridge: Reopening being awaited Conman dupes Dimapur businessman of INR 10 lakhGov. extends 
durga puja, 
dussehra 
greetings

Ariana Grande to stay away from 
social media following split  |  P10

South Africa paceman Steyn 
named for Australia tour  |  P11

BJP to contest all 40 seats in 
Mizoram — Amit Shah   |  P4

NOTICE

Source: Ministry of Women and Child Development

Indian states / UTs that received most complaints on 
sexual harassment of women at workplace during 
2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 (till July 27).

State 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Uttar Pradesh 120 129 147 231 627

Delhi 100 82 77 55 314

Haryana 33 30 39 37 139

Madhya Pradesh 38 35 39 23 135

Maharashtra 28 35 41 22 126

Rajasthan 23 31 31 28 113

Tamil Nadu 24 38 17 17 96

Karnataka 21 22 38 14 95

West Bengal 19 23 28 15 85

Bihar 12 20 15 20 67

A file picture of amur falcon arriving at Pangti village in Wokha district. EM Images

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 17: The bridge across 
Dhansiri River at Kuda ‘B’ khel of Nagar-
jan in Dimapur has been facing many 
problems during the past one year, forc-
ing commuters on National Highway 29 
to experience unpleasant rides besides 
disturbing traffic. There is no respite for 
the public as the bridge remains closed.

The district administration has de-
clared the bridge unsafe for traffic and 
had barricaded entry from both ends 
after the road cracked, on October 15. 

An executive engineer (EE) of the 
PWD (R&B) informed Eastern Mirror that 
temporary measures were undertaken 
and the crack was filled with soil on Oct. 
17, adding that single-lane vehicular 
movement would be allowed. The deputy 
commissioner of Dimapur also issued an 
order on the same day that light vehicles 
would be allowed to pass the damaged 
road with immediate effect but addi-
tional deputy commissioner of Dimapur, 
Albert Ezung later informed that further 
verification and inspection would be 
done before the bridge is re-opened.

The EE also informed that reopening 
of the bridge would be considered only 
after a joint inspection by the district 
administration and department officials 
on Oct. 18.

An official from the PWD told Eastern 
Mirror that public convenience is very 
important but “safety certificate” cannot 
be issued in this regard.  “Accident can 
happen anywhere, even on good roads 
or bridges and the department’s view that 
the bridge is not safe for vehicular move-
ment still stands,” the official asserted. 

Earlier this year, deputy commis-
sioner, Dimapur, issued a strict order 
that no vehicle or pedestrian should be 
allowed to cross the dilapidated Dhansiri 
bridge along the Nagarjan road, adding 
that anyone defying the order would be 
doing so at their own risk. Cautionary 
posters were also put up in both the ends 
of the bridge.

Meanwhile, the new bridge, which is 
under construction, is moving at a fast 
pace, informed sub-divisional officer 
(SDO), PWD (R&B). “There will be four 
piers and two abutments that will stand, 
and right now pile cap work is going on,” 
informed the SDO. 

The EE and SDO also acknowledged 
the contractor for financing the construc-
tion work at his own expenses on three 
bridges at Nagarjan, over Chathe River 
and Balijan.

Complete Dhansiri Bridge work  
by Christmas — NCD
The Naga Council of Dimapur (NCD) has 
raised questions over the delay and halt-
ing of construction works at old Dhansiri 
Bridge near Urban Haat in Dimapur. The 
council has demanded that the depart-
ment in concern resume work immedi-

ately. It has warned that the public would 
hit the streets if it is not completed before 
the Christmas season. 

The NCD said in a statement that 
the construction works on the bridge 
had come to a grinding halt. It expressed 
'surprise' that after dismantling the old 
Dhansiri Bridge, 'the construction works, 
which was supposed to be started right 
away, has come to a standstill'.  

Demanding the resumption and 
completion of the bridge before Christ-
mas season, the NCD has demanded 
a "befitting penalty to be given to the 
concerned parties involved which has 
been clearly mentioned in the contract 
agreement that all the works project must 
be completed within 24 months from 
the date of issue of the order otherwise 
penalty be charged as per rules of the 
contract agreement." 

The NCD stated that “an amount of 
INR 9, 25, 8100 was granted for the con-
struction of RCCT-Beam bridged over the 
Dhansiri river to M/S Aien Enterprises, 
CL-1 360 NPW, Dimapur Nagaland” ac-
cording to the work order of the project.

"All legal tangles and pending issues 
of handling over the construction works 
to the Urban Development by the PWD 
(R&B) division has been completed and 
obtaining a No Objection Certificate 
(NOC) with the Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways (MoRTH) has now 
been cleared,” said NCD.

The Council has also asked the de-
partment of Urban Development and 
the firm why the bridge was dismantled 
in the first place if they cannot take up 
the task of completing it when the bridge 
helped ease Dimapur’s traffic. 

"With the ushering of festive season, 
more traffic problem seem to be on the 
door for the denizens as well as those vis-
iting the state, and the traffic congestion 
is hampering the economic and social 
life,” maintained the council while urging 
the concerned authorities to pay heed to 
the plight of the public.

Meanwhile, the Urban Development 
Officer Akok Aier told Eastern Mirror 
that the construction work of the bridge 
started in Dec. 2017 and is supposed to 
be completed by Dec. 2019 according 
to the official guideline. He maintained 
that three pillars near the Urban Haat 
will be completed by Nov. or Dec. 2018 
and the work towards Urban Haat was 
in progress. 

However, the setting up of crane in 
Purana Bazaar area, which was halted 
because of flooding and rain, will resume 
with the onset of dry season.

"The RCC casting towards Urban 
Haat is in progress. There are lots of tech-
nicalities involved and the public should 
understand that and not assess based 
only on the ground,” said Aier.    

The old Dhansiri Bridge was closed 
for repairs on Jan. 9, 2017.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 17: The Dimapur Police 
arrested a 35-year-old man last week 
for duping a Dimapur-based business-
man of INR 10 lakh. 

The accused named Ashutosh 
Srivastava from Delhi was arrested 
from Danapur in Patna with the help 
of Railway Protection Force after a 
complaint was lodged on Aug. 21 
by the victim, a Dimapur-based In-
dian Railway Catering and Tourism 
Corporation (IRCTC) contactor and 
businessman. 

According to Additional Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (ADCP) and 
PRO Dimapur Police, Srivastava im-
personated as the Divisional Railway 
Manager's (DRM) son and established 
rapport with the complainant through 
a local contact. 

As per the complainant's version 
to the Dimapur police, the accused 
named Srivastava had a meeting with 
him earlier this year in Dimapur, and 
to gain his confidence and trust, he 
had handed him his identity docu-
ments and a cheque of INR 10 lakh 
as security. After the meeting, the 
accused was reported to have left for 
Delhi and reportedly emailed details 
of four IRCTC tender bids worth INR 
56 lakh, which turned out to be fake. 
Interestingly, the contract included 
'Railway Neer' bottling plant and ac-
cordingly the complainant deposited 
an amount of INR 10 lakh into the ac-
count of the accused. 

After getting suspicious, the com-
plainant through contacts with IRCTC 
in Delhi, discovered that the whole 
affair was a scam and the cheque of 

INR 10 lakh handed over by the ac-
cused in their first meeting as security 
was a sham. The victim then lodged 
a complaint at West Police station 
in Dimapur on Aug. 21 which led to 
Srivastava’s arrest on Oct. 8.

It was found out during the inter-
rogation that Srivastava was into event 
management and IRCTC contracts for 
a short period, said PRO, adding that 
there are six similar cases — two each 
in Mumbai and Uttar Pradesh, and 
one each in Delhi and Chhattisgarh 
— worth INR 2 cr are pending against 
him and the Dimapur Police will in-
vestigate into this aspect including the 
identity documents that he had given 
to the victim.

The accused was brought to Naga-
land on Oct. 9 and is said to be under 
the custody of Dimapur Police.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 17(EMN): 
Governor of Nagaland PB 
Acharya has conveyed his 
greetings and best wishes 
to the people of the state on 
the occasion of Durga Puja 
and Dussehra.

In his message, Ach-
arya said that Maa Durga 
is perhaps the most-widely 
worshipped deity of Shakti. 

Durga means one who is 
difficult to approach, how-
ever, since she is the mother 
of the universe, she is the 
personification of tender 
love, wealth, power, beauty 
and all virtues.

"The festival signifies 
virtue to fight against all 
evils and the triumph of 
righteousness over evil," 
said the Governor in his 
message. 

The Governor also said 
that it is the foundation for 
peace, prosperity and amity 
in the society and hope that 
Durga Puja and Dussehra 
will "inspire all to follow 
the path of virtue and usher 
in place and happiness.” 
He also called upon the 
people to pay obeisance to 
Mother Durga and enjoy the 
festivals in the true spirit of 
peace, joy and brotherhood.

adding that this bird gener-
ally has a lifespan of two to 
three years.

It may be mentioned 
that in November 2013, a 
team of scientists from the 
Ministry of Environment 
and Forests, Wildlife Insti-
tute of India, Convention 
on Migratory Species Of-
fice, United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme and 
Environment Agency, and 
Nagaland Forest depart-
ment along with Pangti 
villagers undertook a joint 
scientific mission to satel-
lite-tag the Amur Falcons 
in Nagaland at Doyang in 
Wokha.

The mission was con-
ducted in two phases, one 

in Nov. 2013 and the other in 
Nov. 2016. In the first phase, 
three birds named ‘Naga,’ 
‘Wokha,’ and ‘Pangti’ were 
fitted with the state-of-the-
art five gram solar-powered 
PTT-like backpack using a 
specially made teflon har-
ness. It was released in the 
morning of Nov. 6, 2013. 
This placed Nagaland in the 
international map of ‘global 
conservation.’ 

All the birds were ringed 
with a metal ring on the left 
leg and a colour-coded plas-
tic ring on the right. ‘Naga’ 
and ‘Pangti’ were tracked for 
a record duration of 1,117 
and 880 days respectively.

In the second phase 
that took place in Nov. 

2016, a total of five birds 
named ‘Hakhizhe,’ ‘Intanki,’ 
‘Longleng,’ ‘Eninum,’ and 
‘Phom’ were tagged. It was 
funded by the ministry of 
Environment, Forest, and 
Climate Change after the 
success of the first phase.

Meanwhile, Tripathi in-
formed that the birds will 
not be tagged in Nagaland 
this year but will be done 
in Manipur where the birds 
also visit. He said that spe-
cific location of the avian 
could not be intercepted 
as he was on leave and as-
sured to provide more de-
tails through the officials of 
Wildlife Institute of India, 
Dehradun when he joins 
his office.

Only one case in Nagaland since 2015?
The official data from the 
government said that only 
one case was registered in 
Nagaland under sexual 
harassment of women at 
workplace in 2015 and 
no such cases thereaf-
ter. However, there have 
been instances of female 
staff being “groped and 
kissed” by an officer and 
colleague in Nagaland (re-
ported by Eastern Mirror 
on July 27, 2018), hinting 
that there could be several 
unaccounted incidents in 
the state.

Chairperson of Naga-
land State Commission 
for Women (NSCW ) Dr. 
Temsula Ao told Eastern 
Mirror that it will take time 
for women in the state to 
open up on sexual mis-
conducts and fight against 
injustice.

“People in the state are 
very reluctant to open up 
and lodge complaint re-
lated to sexual harassment 
at workplace because of 
so many factors in our so-
ciety, like (society) turning 
against complainants, vic-
tim shaming and the way 
our society protects man. 
That is why even crime 
records against women in 
the state are inaccurate,” 
said Dr. Temsula.

“The atmosphere is still 
not conducive for wom-
en to speak on violence 
against them and fight for 
justice. Repressiveness is 
still there in our society,” 
she added.

She said that NSCW has 
organised several aware-
ness campaigns on legal 
rights of women, human 
trafficking and other issues, 
and is working with tribal 
women hohos to reach out 
to the common people but 
will take time 

“Every year, we (NSCW) 
have fortnight observation 
of International Day for 
elimination of violence 
against women from No-
vember 26 to December 
10 to bring about a bet-
ter awareness of women’s 
rights and make them able 
to fight against violence,” 
said Dr. Temsula.

She went on to say 
that no complaint related 
to sexual harassment of 
women at workplace has 
been put to its (NSCW ) 
knowledge in the last few 
years but mentioned that 
there is supposed to be 
committees in all organisa-
tions, including education-
al institutions, to solve such 
issues by reporting it to the 
concerned authorities.



On Durga Puja, Gov. calls for 
brotherhood and compassion 

Western Sumi Kukami 
Hoho welcomes org.

MDDF raises concern 
with ministers 

Transformation 
crusade held in 
Aboi town 

DC Phek notifies 
on compensation

Phek College ready for NAAC assessment
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Couple PB Acharya and wife Kavita Acharya at the Hindu Navyuk Sangh Durga Mandir on Oct. 17.

MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu and Kezhienyi Khalo with others during their visit to Phek Government College, 
on Oct. 15.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN):  On 
the occasion of Durga Puja and 
Dussehra, the Governor of Na-
galand, PB Acharya and his wife 
visited the mandirs in Kohima 
and called for brotherhood and 
compassion in the society. 

The governor visited the 
Durga mandirs of ‘the Hindu 
Navyuk Sangh, Durgabari and 
Gorkha Singhadevi Mandir’ 
on Oct. 16 and the Durga Puja 
Committee Phesama, Shree 
Shree Durga Puja Committee 
Lerie, High School Durga Puja 
Committee and the Kohima 
Bazar Durga Puja Committee 
on  Oct. 17 at Kohima.   

 Addressing the gathering, 
the governor, called on all to 
strive and build a world free 
from malice and full of brother-
hood and compassion. He also 
encouraged all to perform ones 
duties righteously and said that 
good results will definitely fol-
low right actions. The governor 
called for all to work towards 
building a strong Nation in gen-
eral and Nagaland in particular.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
The Western Sumi Kukami 
Hoho (WSKH) on Wednes-
day expressed happiness at 
the formation of Dimapur 
District Village Coun-
cil Chairman Association 
(DDVCCA) and congratulat-
ed the newly elected team of 
leaders. 

It also endorsed the ‘af-
filiation’ of the Sumi vil-
lages under the urban areas 
where its GB’s were elected. 

The WSKH president 
Vihuto Yeptho and general 
secretary, Kuhovi V. Zhi-
momi, however, gave is-
sued a caution to the Sumi 
villages.   

“The Hoho, on the other 
hand, would like to remind 
all the intellect Sumis that 

the villages which are tra-
ditionally setup under the 
Sumi customs and tradi-
tions to desist from affiliat-
ing in DDVCCA since the 
Sumi tribes have a unique 
institution of GB ship and 
the laws governing the Sumi 
villages emanates from age 
long customs and tradi-
tions, beside the Village 
Council Act, 1978.” 

Nonetheless, the Hoho 
urged the Sumi Villages to 
“always uphold and protect 
the sanctity of our Sumi 
customary laws and make 
an endeavour to pave har-
monious way to let our cus-
toms prevail in times of vari-
ation or conflict  between 
our customary laws and 
other statutes”.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN):  
The Mokokchung District 
Disabled Forum (MDDF) 
met with ministers Ton-
pang Ozukum, Metsubo 
Jamir and the director of 
social welfare department, 
Merangtsungba Aier and 
discussed issues faced by 
the people with disabilities 
(PwD). 

“The MDDF met the 
ministers and dignitaries 

and discussed the issues 
and challenges faced by the 
PWDs (People with Disabili-
ties). The MDDF was hon-
oured for the deep concerns 
showed. The MDDF was as-
sured support in their future 
activities and promised to 
cooperate in every possible 
way,” the managing director 
of Care and Support Society, 
Imchawati Kichu stated in a 
press statement. 

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN):  The 
Aboi Town Youth Transforma-
tion Crusade programme 2018, 
organised by Aboi Town Baptist 
Pastors Fellowship at Aboi Town 
Baptist church was held from 
Oct. 11-14.

The crusade was held under 
the theme,  “discover the new 
direction in Jesus Christ”.

A press release by ATBPF 
chairman CSH Mongnyei pastor 
stated that, Rev.Toshi Longkumer, 
missionary Dimapur and Anun-
gla, counsellor we’re the main 
speaker of the one week crusade. 
Thousands of youth,  it stated 
committed their life to Christ, 
100 of youth received gift of Holy 
Spirit. 

The organiser has thanked the 
various schools, ministries, choirs, 
youth volunteers, churches, re-
source persons and individuals 
for their valuable contributions.

The mighty youth transforma-
tion crusade programme  was at-
tended by 2500 youths from seven 
Baptist churches.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): Deputy Commissioner, Phek, 
Orenthung Lotha has informed all the landowners and 
beneficiaries affected by the construction of 2-laning 
of Pfutsero to Phek Road (SARDP-NE)  that damage 
compensation shall be paid in the office of the deputy 
commissioner, Phek on Oct. 25 for areas/villages under 
Pfutsero sub-division and on Oct. 26 2018 for areas/vil-
lages under Phek, Sadar at 10:30 am onwards.

The chairman of the concerned villages/wards (for 
urban areas) have asked to present physically for iden-
tification of landowners and beneficiaries during the 
disbursement of cheque, failing which payment shall be 
withheld.

“All affected landowners, beneficiaries have been re-
quested to bring along 2 (two) recent passport size photos 
(scanned photos will be rejected), a photocopy of first 
page or passbook where the details of the applicants are 
cited and a photocopy of either Aadhaar or EPIC (electoral 
photo id card),” the DC stated while adding that ‘payment 
to any other representative other than the concerned 
person shall not be entertained’.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): MLAs 
Kuzholuzo Nienu and Kezhienyi Khalo 
extended fullest cooperation to the 
ongoing Phek Government College’s 
preparation for accreditation by the 
prestigious National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC).

The former home minister, while 
conveying deep concern for the overall 
growth of the college, assured to pursue 
whatever commitment made through 
government’s reply. 

 He also said that he and his col-
league, Kezhienyi Khalo had raised 
some matters relating to Phek College 

in the recently concluded 2nd session of 
the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly.

Saying that maximum utilisation 
of human resources would usher in 
drastic development, Nienu said that 
human resource development is the 
need of the hour for a strong and bright 
society. 

The Phek College principal Dr. Vi-
zovol  Mekro said that preparation for 
NAAC assessment is going on full swing 
and appreciated the support of each 
and every individuals. The College is 
awaiting assessment by NAAC (UGC) 
during October-November this year.

Kohima police issue travel advisory 
In order to facilitate smooth flow of vehicular traffic in Kohima 
town, the stretch from High School junction to assembly secre-
tariat via Sanuoru subway will be open for light vehicles for down 
traffic only (one way) from 9 am till 2 in the evening. 

“No heavy/medium vehicles will be allowed to ply on this 
stretch. All up going vehicles will continue to take the Billy 
Graham road during the above referred time period,” the addl. 
superintendent of police and PRO, Kohima stated in a press 
release. This arrangement shall continue till further notice.

NPROA general meeting on Oct. 25 
The 4th Annual General Meeting of the Nagaland Police Retired 
Officers’ Association (NPROA) will be held at Central Police Of-
ficers Mess, Chumoukedima on Oct. 25 from 11 am which will 
be followed by a ‘barakhana’ at .P.O. mess hall. 

The NPROA president, VizetuoSolo has requested all mem-
bers to attend the meeting. Accommodation will be provided to 
the officers coming from outside Nagaland, said Solo. 

 

Drive to clear unwanted wires in Kma
In view of the approaching festive season , Department of 
IT&C will be undertaking a special drive to clean up unwanted 
“information and communication related accessories such as 
telephone wires, telephone posts, TV cables, overhead OFC 
cables etc in the state capital”, said K.D.Vizo, the commissioner 
and secretary of IT in a press note. 

DUCCF fetes village council chairmen
The Dimapur Urban Council Chairman Federation (DUCCF) 
has congratulated all the villages council chairmen of Dimapur 
district in forming the Dimapur District Village Council Chair-
man Association (DDVCCA).  “The DDVCCA will be an effective 
forum for proper coordination among the village members and 
to effectively discharge the orders and guidelines of the District 
Administration and State government. Such coordination will 
not only benefit the villages but also Dimapur district as a whole, 
as the villages and Urban/municipal areas are closely intercon-
nected,” the DUCCF president Tsenthungo Lotha and general 
secretary, Simon Kelio stated in a press release.  The federation 
also wished the  newly inducted office bearers of DDVCCA and 
looks forward to working together in future on pertinent issues 
for peace and welfare of Dimapur district in particular and the 
state in general.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (OCT 17)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 31 21.3 22.3 84 NIL

KOHIMA 22.6 12.6 16.6 79 NIL

WOKHA 19.6 17.4 16.6 87 NIL

ZBT 23.3 15.2 20.4 93 NIL

MON 26.4 17.2 19 83 NIL

TUENSANG 22 19 18.5 91 NIL

MKG 24.3 16.5 17.3 82 NIL

PHEK 23.4 12.2 14.6 79 NIL

KIPHIRE 26 14 21.8 93 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 25.5 14 16.6 72 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25 15.8 17.4 68 Nil

JALUKIE 24 14 17.5 81 Nil

MANGKOLEMBA 26.4 20 21.8 82 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Guidelines for deductions and deposits of TDS by the DDO under GST 
Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): The Directorate of Information 
and Public Relations (DIPR) provided an update on the 
‘guidelines for deduction and deposits of TDS (Tax De-
ducted at Source) by the DDO (Drawing & Disbursing Of-
ficer) under the new goods and Services Tax (GST) regime. 
Eastern Mirror publishes the DIPR report in verbatim 
1. Section 51 of the NGST Act 2017 provides for deduction 

of tax by the Government Agencies (Deductor) or any 
other person to be notified in this regard, from the pay-
ment made or credited to the supplier (Deductee) of 
taxable goods or services or both, where the total value 
of such supply, under a contract, exceeds two lakh and 
fifty thousand rupees. The amount deducted as tax 
under this section shall be paid to the Government by 
deductor within ten days after the end of the month in 
which such deduction is made along with a return in 
FORM GSTR-7 giving the details of deductions and de-
ductees. Further, the deductor has to issue a certificate 
to the deductee mentioning therein the contract value, 
rate of deduction, amount deducted etc.

2. As per the Act, every deductor shall deduct the tax 
amount from the payment made to the supplier of 
goods or services or both and deposit the tax amount so 
deducted with the Government account through NEFT 
to RBI or a cheque to be deposited in one of the author-
ized banks, using challan on the common portal. In 
addition, the deductors are entrusted the responsibil-
ity of filing return in FORM GSTR-7 on the common 
portal for every month in which deduction has been 
made based on which the benefit of deduction shall 
be made available to the deductee. All the DDOs in the 
Government, who are performing the role as deductor 
have to register with the common portal and get the 
GST Identification Number (GSTIN).

3. The subject section which provides for tax deduction 
at source was not notified to come into force with ef-
fect from lstJuly, 2017, the date from which GST was 
introduced. Government has recently notified that 
these provisions shall come into force with effect from 
Is’ October, 2018, vide Notification F.NO.FIN/REV-3/
GST/l/08(Pt-l) (Vol.1 )/262 dated 13thSeptember, 2018.

4. For payment process of Tax Deduction at Source under 
GST two options can be followed, which are as under:

 Option I: Generation of challan for every payment 
made during the month

 Option II: Bunching of TDS deducted from the bills on 
weekly, monthly or any periodic manner

5. In order to give effect to the above options from 
01.10.2018, a process flow of deduction and deposit of 
TDS by the DDOs has been finalised in consultation 
with CGA for guidance and implementation by Central 
and State Government Authorities. The process flow for 
Option I and Option II are described as under:

 Option I - Individual Bill-wise Deduction and its De-

posit by the DDO
6. In this option, the DDO will have to deduct as well as 

deposit the GST TDS for each bill individually by gen-
erating a CPIN (Challan) and mentioning it in the Bill 
itself.

7. Following process shall be followed by the DDO in this 
regard:

 i. The DDO shall prepare the Bill based on the Expendi-
ture Sanction. The Expenditure Sanction shall contain 
the (a) Total amount, (b) net amount payable to the 
Contractor/Supplier/Vendor and (c) the 2% TDS amount 
of GST.

 ii. The DDO shall login into the GSTN Portal (using his 
GSTIN) and generate the CPIN (Challan). In the CPIN 
he shall have to fill in the desired amount of payment 
against one/many Major Head(s) (CGST/SGST/UTGST/
IGST) and the relevant component (e.g. Tax) under each 
of the Major Head.

 iii. While generating the CPIN, the DDO will have to 
select mode of payment as either (a) NEFT/RTGS or (b) 
OTC. In the OTC mode, the DDO will have to select the 
Bank where the payment will be deposited through OTC 
mode.

 iv. The DDO shall prepare the bill on PFMS (in case of 
Central Civil Ministries of Gol), similar payment por-
tals of other Ministries/Departments of Gol or of State 
Governments for submission to the respective payment 
authorities.

 v. In the Bill,
  i. the net amount payable to the Contractor; and
  ii. 2% as TDS will be specified
 vi. In case of NEFT/RTGS mode, the DDO will have to 

mention the CPIN Number (as beneficiary’s account 
number), RBI (as beneficiary) and the IFSC Code of RBI 
with the request to payment authority to make payment 
in favour of RBI with these credentials.

 vii. In case of the OTC mode, the DDO will have to 
request the payment authority to issue ‘A’ Category Gov-
ernment Cheque in favour of one of the 25 authorized 
Banks. The Cheque may then be deposited along with 
the CPIN with any of branch of the authorized Bank so 
selected by the DDO.

 viii. Upon successful payment, a’ CIN will be generated 
by the RBI/Authorized Bank and will be shared elec-
tronically with the GSTN Portal. This will get credited 
in the electronic Cash Ledger of the concerned DDO in 
the GSTN Portal. This can be viewed and the details of 
CIN can be noted by the DDO anytime on GSTN portal 
using his Login credentials.

 ix. The DDO should maintain a Register as per proforma 
given in Annexure ‘A’ to keep record of all TDS deduc-
tions made by him during the month. This Record will 

be helpful at the time of filing Monthly Return (FORM 
GSTR-7) by the DDO. The DDO may also make use of 
the offline utility available on the GSTN Portal for this 
purpose.

 x. The DDO shall generate TDS Certificate through the 
GST Portal in FORM GSTR-7 A after filing of Monthly 
Return.

 Option II - Bunching of deductions and its deposit by 
the DDO

8. Option-I may not be suitable for DDOs who make large 
number of payments in a month as it would require 
them to make large number of challans during the 
month. Such DDOs may exercise this option wherein 
the DDO will have to deduct the TDS from each bill, for 
keeping it under the Suspense Head. However, deposit 
of this bunched amount from the Suspense Head can 
be made on a weekly, monthly or any other periodic 
basis.

9. Following process shall be followed by the DDO in this 
regard:

 i. The DDO shall prepare the Bill based on the Expendi-
ture Sanction. The Expenditure Sanction shall contain 
the (a) Total amount, (b) net amount payable to the 
Contractor/Supplier/Vendor and (c) the 2% TDS amount 
of GST.

 ii. The DDO shall prepare the bill on PFMS (in case of 
Central Civil Ministries of Gol), similar payment por-
tals of other Ministries/Departments of Gol or of State 
Governments for submission to the respective payment 
authorities.

 iii. In the Bill, it will be specified
  a. the net amount payable to the Contractor; and
  b. 2% as TDS
 iv. To enable the DDOs to account for the TDS bunched 

together (in terms of Option II), following sub-head re-
lated to the GST-TDS below the Head 8658.00.lOl-PAO 
Suspense has been opened.

 v. The DDO will require to maintain the Record of the 
TDS so being booked under the Suspense Head so that 
at the time of preparing the CPIN for making payment 
on weekly/monthly or any other periodic basis, the total 
amount could be easily worked out.

 vi. At any periodic interval, when DDO needs to deposit 
the TDS amount, he will prepare the CPIN on the GSTN 

Portal for the amount (already booked under the Sus-
pense Head).

 vii. While generating the CPIN, the DDO will have to 
select mode of payment as either (a) NEFT/RTGS or (b) 
OTC. In the OTC mode, the DDO will have to select the 
Bank where the payment will be deposited through OTC 
mode.

 viii. The DDO shall prepare the bill for the bunched TDS 
amount for payment through the concerned payment 
authority. In the Bill, the DDO will give reference of all 
the earlier paid bills from which 2% TDS was deducted 
and kept in the suspense head. The DDO may also at-
tach a certified copy of the record maintained by him in 
this regard.

 ix. The payment authority will pass the bill by clearing 
the Suspense Head operated against that particular 
DDO after exercising necessary checks.

 x. In case of NEFT/RTGS mode, the DDO will have to 
mention the CPIN Number (as beneficiary’s account 
number), RBI (as beneficiary) and the IFSC Code of RBI 
with the request to payment authority to make payment 
in favour of RBI with these credentials.

 xi. In case of the OTC mode, the DDO will have to request 
the payment authority to issue ‘A’ Category Government 
Cheque in favour of one of the 25 authorized Banks. The 
Cheque may then be deposited along with the CPIN with 
any of branch of the authorized Bank so selected by the 
DDO.

 xii. Upon successful payment, a CIN will be generated by 
the RBI/Authorized Bank and will be shared electroni-
cally with the GSTN Portal. This will get credited in the 
electronic Cash Ledger of the concerned DDO in the 
GSTN Portal. This can be viewed and the details of CIN 
can be noted by the DDO anytime on GSTN portal using 
his Login credentials.

 xiii. The DDO should maintain a Register as per pro-
forma given in Annexure ‘A’ to keep record of all TDS 
deductions made by him during the month. This Record 
will be helpful at the time of filing Monthly Return 
(FORM GSTR-7) by the DDO. The DDO may also make 
use of the offline utility available on the GSTN Portal for 
this purpose.

 xiv. The DDO shall file the Return in FORM GSTR-7 by 
10th of the following month

 xv. The DDO shall generate TDS Certificate through the 
GSTN Portal in FORM GSTR-7A

10. Departments in State Government should instruct all 
its DDOs under them to follow the above procedure for 
payment of GST TDS amount deducted from payments 
to be made to suppliers.

11. Difficulty, if any, in implementation of this circular 
may please be brought to the notice of Department of 
Revenue.

SL.
NO.

Major Head Sub Head 
Description

Major Head 
Serial Code 
(8-digit 
reduced
accounting 
code)

SCCD 
Code

1 8658-00-101 08-GST TDS 86580344 367
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The health divisions of Dimapur and Zunheboto issued these images on Wednesday Oct. 17 showing children holding up what is understood to be vaccination memos.  In Dimapur, about 72,309 children have been 
vaccinated during the first two weeks of the campaign, the health division informed.

District Quality Control Task Force members inspecting a petrol pump at Wokha on Oct. 17.

Measles drive in good stead; 3 lac 
children vaccinated, says NHM 

Business group throws 
in weight behind one tax 

Sangkor school has 
no science teacher 

District officials inspect fuel depots in Wokha Govt. amends fuel tax rate 

Agri. dept. asks workers to pursue ‘zero hunger world’

Tesminyu 
discusses mini-
Hornbill schedule 

Wokha hosts Sainik  
entrance refresher

Kigwema school declared plastic-free 

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): The vac-
cination campaign against Ger-
man measles or Rubella, across 
Nagaland has reported progress. 
Updates from the National Health 
Mission on Wednesday stated that 
the campaign—“measles-rubella” 
as dubbed by the state’s health 
agencies—has ‘crossed three lakh 
coverage’ with 3,05,948 children 
having been vaccinated.  

‘Gaining momentum each 
day. Nagaland MR vaccination 
campaign has crossed 3 lakh cov-
erage. As per reports received on 
16th October 2018 from districts, 
Nagaland has reached a total 
coverage of 3,05,948 children vac-
cinated with MR vaccine through 
2,632 school and 906 outreach 
sessions,’ mission director of the 
NHM Dr. Kevichusa Medikhru 
stated in a message on Oct. 17. 

The NHM called the response 
to the campaign from citizens 
‘very encouraging till date and 
with dedicated health workers 
tirelessly working to make sure 
that each and every eligible child 
is vaccinated against measles and 
rubella diseases.’ 

The department has requested 
continued support from the ad-
ministrations, police, and Assam 
Rifles; and allied departments and 
civil society to ‘ensure the goal to 
eradicate measles and combat 
congenital rubella syndrome’ by 
vaccinating all children over nine 
months and under 15 years of age 
vaccinated and make the cam-
paign a grand success.

Dimapur
72,309 children have been vacci-
nated in the first two weeks of the 
campaign in Dimapur district car-
ried out across schools, the health 
division of Dimapur has informed.

According to the district pro-
gram officer’s establishment of 
Dimapur “more than 50 % of the 
total target has been vaccinated 
during the first two weeks of the 
campaign.” 

‘The outreach activities have 
started today, and the coverage 
so far looks very promising, and 
hopefully, Dimapur district will 
be able to achieve its target soon,’ 
a press release from the district’s 
health authorities on Wednesday 

stated.  The second round of the 
campaign to low coverage schools 
is also being carried out along 
with the ‘outreach activities,’ the 
updates stated.

The health division has ex-
pressed gratitude to school au-
thorities for their support and 
cooperation during the two weeks 
school campaign. It has requested 
colony and ward leaders and lo-
cal authorities to assist during 
the campaign in their respective 
locality.

Zunheboto 
The Health and Family Welfare 
division of Zunheboto district 
launched the health intervention 
to immunize 25,197 children of 
the age group nine months to 15 
years against measles and rubella. 

“So far 18,047 children’s have 
been vaccinated across the district 
without any untoward incidents. 
Initially, the campaign had hit 
some hurdles because of rumour 
mongering and superstitions 
mainly shared on social media 
platforms,” a press release from 
the chief medical officer’s (CMO) 

establishment of Zunheboto in-
formed in an update on Wednes-
day. 

The administrations, police, 
Health and Education department 
assisted by the Social Welfare de-
partment “contained the situation 
in time by dispelling false rumours 
and explaining the benefits and 
importance of this vaccination 
drive,” the health authority stated.

The district authorities thank 
the schools, parents, health work-
ers and development partners for 
helping the department vaccinate 
children of the target population 
in the district. Likewise, they have 
expressed gratitude to “religious 
leaders” and individuals for “com-
ing out openly to dispel the mis-
information and doubts spread 
about the vaccination campaign.”

According to the health divi-
sion, the campaign took enor-
mous efforts and advocacy to con-
vince people including parents 
why even older children need to 
be vaccinated. 

“In order to install confidence 
in the minds of the people about 
the safety of the vaccinations, the 

administration, medical officers, 
church Leaders and public lead-
ers have walked the extra mile to 
vaccinate their own children first. 
Despite difficult terrain and hard-
ship the medical personnel are 
trying their best to reach all the 
children,” the CMO stated. 

The division has appealed to 
parents to cooperate and get all 
children between the age group 
nine months to 15 years immu-
nized with “MR vaccine” and be 
protected from the life-threaten-
ing measles and rubella disease.

Tuensang 
The measles vaccination cam-
paign in Tuensang district was 
conducted from Oct. 3 to the 15th.   
According to updates from the dis-
trict’s health establishment about 
35, 959 children were vaccinated 
on day-13.  The medical divi-
sion covered 250 schools in eight 
blocks of Tuensang district, the 
updates informed.  The ‘remain-
ing missed out’ sections will be 
reached “in the community level” 
by around the end of October, the 
updates stated.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
The East Dimapur Business 
Association (EDBA) has ex-
pressed full support and 
cooperation to the Dimapur 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and the Hardware 
Merchants’ Association of 
Dimapur to stop multiple 
taxation in a single product 
as well as excess collection 
at DMC gate by the lessee in 
the name of entry tax com-
pared to before.’

A press release from the 
organisation on Wednes-
day sought redress from 
the government. The as-
sociation has requested the 
government to ‘look into 
the matter seriously as busi-
nessmen along with general 
public are suffering a lot due 
to price raise of essential 
products.’ 

The association was ap-
preciative to the Dimapur 
Municipal Council for taking 
‘prompt action and consti-

tute a monitoring commit-
tee to look after the excess 
collection at DMC check 
gate by lessee.’ Nonetheless, 
the EDBA has appealed to 
the chief executive officer 
of the DMC to publish the 
government rate for tool/
entry tax in the media along 
with product details for the 
convenience “of the general 
public.”   The EDBA also ex-
pressed gratitude to Naga 
Council’s PAC for taking the 
issue seriously, which the as-
sociation said showed their 
concern for the interest of 
the public. 

In other matters, the 
EDBA has wished the Hindu 
community of Dimapur on 
the occasion of Dussehra 
and Durga Puja. The associ-
ation requested business es-
tablishments to open their 
shops ‘till late evening’ and 
on Sundays during the fes-
tive season ‘for the conven-
ience of the general public.’

Dimapur, Oct.17 (EMN):  A 
government high school at 
Sangkor village in Tuensang 
district doesn’t have an as-
sistant headmaster or a sci-
ence teacher, according to 
two student organisations 
that reportedly visited the 
school. 

The unions explained in 
a press release to the media 
on Wednesday that the in-
spection was to “assess the 
quality of education.”

Members of the Sang-
phur Students’ Union (SSU) 
and Yakor Students’ Union 
(YSU) visited the govern-
ment high school at Sangkor 
on October 15 and interact-
ed with the school’s teaching 
faculty and students. 

“During the inspection, 
various lapses were detected 

wherein it was found that 
the school is functioning 
without asst. headmaster 
since March, 2017 and no 
science teacher in elemen-
tary section since 2007,” the 
press release stated.

“In this regard, the joint 
students’ union appeals the 
concerned authority to take 
cognizance of the griev-
ances of the students and 
deploy adequate subject 
teachers at the earliest.”

The union assured  
cooperation and support 
to the school, and urged 
the teachers to ‘perform 
their duty diligently and 
regularly.’ 

The union said to have 
donated some stationer-
ies and wall frames to the 
school, it added.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
A team of officers from the 
district quality control task 
force of Wokha inspected 
two petrol outlets at Wokha 
on October 17. Updates 
from the DIPR on Wednes-
day informed that the team 
comprised members of 
the district administration, 
police, Food & Civil Sup-
plies, Legal Metrology & 
Consumer Protection and 
the DPRO.

The authorities in-

spected the petrol outlets 
to check fuel adulteration, 
besides facilities for con-
sumers such as bathrooms, 
toilets, clean drinking water 
and free air-refilling etc. 

The officers are said to 
have checked the quality 
of fuel, and its density and 
temperature, besides taking 
filter-paper tests. 

“Both the petrol pumps 
were found to be within the 
permissible limit on fuel 
quality and quantity,” the 

DIPR report stated. 
During the inspection, 

the district control task force 
informed the proprietors 
of the businesses to follow 
guidelines on maintenance 
and to provide basic ameni-
ties to consumers. 

The force will be con-
ducting such exercises on 
regularly, the updates stated. 
Members of the public are 
informed to ensure that zero 
reading is indicated before 
fuel refilling is done. 

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
The government of Naga-
land has stipulated that the 
rate of tax as prescribed for 
entry serial number 3 and 4 
of schedule-II of the Act has 
been amended (see table). 
The change is in exercise 
of powers conferred by sub 
section-3 of section 3A of the 

Nagaland (Sales of Petro-
leum and Petroleum Prod-
ucts including Motor Spirit 
and Lubricants) Taxation 
Act of 1967.  The notifica-
tion comes into force with 
effect from the midnight of 
October 6, 2018, updates 
from the DIPR informed on 
Wednesday. 

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN):  The Agricul-
ture department has urged personnel 
of the department to work hard to 
secure food security as has been de-
clared in the vision statement ‘Food 
for all by 2025,’ according to updates 
from the department’s World Food Day 
programme recently.

World Food Day was observed by 
the department of Agriculture in the 
directorate in Kohima, on October 
16. The event was conducted with the 
theme “our actions are our future: A 
zero hunger world by 2030 is possible.’ 

The ‘theme speaker’ was L Butang 
Khiamniungan, additional director, 

a press release from the department 
informed. He highlighted the impor-
tance and objectives of the theme 
and emphasized on mitigating rural 
poverty and working from scarcity to 
‘excess’ in food. He also gave ‘back-
ground information’ and functions of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization, 
besides highlighting how World Food 
Day started.

According to the press release, 
Khiamniungan was of the opinion 
that people, especially the farmers in 
the state, should think globally but act 
locally.

‘We not only thank God for our 

daily bread, but also to remember the 
farmers who undergo all the hardship 
for the produce reaching our table, as 
it is hard to raise crops and receive the 
produce,’ the updates quoted him as 
having said.

He advised officers and staff not 
to waste food ‘in days to come in any 
occasion or functions.’ Besides, the 
spoke about his 35 years of experience 
in farming systems, the press release 
stated. 

Khiamniungan encouraged the 
department’s officers and staff to work 
harder to achieve the department vi-
sion to secure “Food for All by 2025.”

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN):  
Local authorities at Te-
sminyu subdivision in Ko-
hima district are getting 
ready to celebrate the mini-
Hornbill Festival. The ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner (ADC) of Tseminyu 
Nokchasashi Ao convened 
a meeting on October 17 in 
connection with the forth-
coming Ngada mini-Horn-
bill Festival. The festival is 
to be conducted during No-
vember 27-28 in the subdivi-
sion, updates from the DIPR 
stated on Wednesday. 

The ADC requested the 
conveners and members of 
various committees to take 
their assignments ‘sincerely,’ 
according to the DIPR. The 
next meeting was proposed 
to be held on October 30 for 
which the chairman asked 
members to attend.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
Staff of the Sainik School 
at Punglwa in Peren dis-
trict conducted what 
updates from the DIPR 
on Wednesday called 
“promotional lecture for 
entrance exam to Sainik 
school 2019-20.”

The program was con-
ducted in the auditorium of 
the battalion headquarter 
in Wokha, and organised by 
the 28th Assam Rifles, on 
Oct. 16. 156 students par-
ticipated in the function, the 
updates informed.

Registration for the aca-
demic session 2019-20 has 
commenced for class VI 
and IX, it was informed. 
The gathering was told the 
school provides state of 
art facilities to students to 
encourage and support 
their development and ac-
tivities.  The school is a fully 
residential institution run 
on the lines of a boarding 
school. 

The school offers a com-
mon curriculum and is af-
filiated to CBSE. Admissions 
are based on entrance tests 
followed by interviews and 
medical examinations, the 
updates stated. 

Further, the ministry 
of Defence, which runs 22 
Sainik schools across the 
country, has also started 
examining the possibility 
of admitting girls at Sainik 
School which can be seen 
as the first step to allowing 
the entry of woman into the 
National Defence Academy, 
the updates stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
The gover nment high 
school at Kigwema in Ko-
hima district has been de-
clared plastic-free on Oc-
tober 15 during a function 
at Kigwema village with 
the initiative of the Kohima 
Forest Division, the DIPR 
informed on Wednesday. 

Kohima’s district Forest 
officer Rongsenlemla Im-
chen was appreciative of the 
school for their active par-
ticipation in the initiative. 
She highlighted the impor-

tance of the role of students 
in fighting plastic pollution 
especially with regard to 
‘single use plastic items,’ the 
DIPR stated. 

The Forest officer said 
that the plastic-free school 
program is part of the Green 
Initiative Program of the di-
vision. It focuses on schools 
and pursues commitments 
t ow a rd  e n v i ro n m e n t -
friendly activities, the DIPR 
stated. The headmistress 
of the school, Kevitsieno 
thanked the department for 

the initiative and assured 
that the school will continue 
to pursue keeping the envi-
ronment clean and keep the 
‘green commitments.’

The chairman of Kig-
wema Biodiversity & Wild 
Life Committee, Ruokuo-
vikho Chale, also expressed 
 appreciation for the ini-
tiative to spread environ-
mental awareness in the re-
gion.  The students and the 
 faculties gave commitments 
by reading out a pledge, the 
DIPR stated. 

SI. No. Description Existing 
rate of tax

Amended 
rate of tax

1. Diesel 13.5% 10%

2. Motor Spirit 23.5% 20.38%

The governor of Nagaland PB Acharya seems to be interested in what looks like a banana heart—the 
blossom kernel of the banana plant—as he browses through vegetables on sale at a local market in 
Kohima. The Raj Bhavan issued a note on Wednesday informing that the governor paid a ‘surprise’ visit 
to the Bamboo Bazaar at the PR Hill junction in Kohima town on October 17.  He was said to have ‘toured’ 
the market ‘which provides an accessible, standard, space-utilizing, and comfortable place for local 
farmers and garden-tenders to sell their produce.’ He interacted with the vendors there. And, of course, 
he bought vegetables and “other blacksmith products” during his visit to the bazaar, the note added. 

Itu kiman ase? 

The management, faculty, staff & students of Immanuel College, Dimapur express 
heartiest congratulations to the following alumni for being selected in the recently 
conducted NPSC and Nagaland Police Examination 2018. 

Mr. Ahika Shohe
Assistant Research Officer (Cl-II Gazetted)
Under Art & Culture Department.

Mr. Moses Newmai
Assistant Research Officer (Cl-II Gazetted)
 Under Art & Culture Department.

Mr. Mongthei Khiamniungan
UBSI(GD), Nagaland Police.
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Aizawl, Oct. 17 (IANS): 
Mizoram would celebrate 
Christmas under the BJP-
led state government, said 
Bharatiya Janata Party Presi-
dent Amit Shah on Wednes-
day, adding the party would 
field candidates in all the 40 
Assembly seats of the state 
where polls are due on No-
vember 28.

“People of Mizoram 
would celebrate the next 
Christmas in the state under 
the BJP-led state govern-
ment. Congress would be 
voted out in the assembly 
polls,” he said while ad-
dressing party’s booth-level 
workers’ meet at R. Dength-
uama Indoor Stadium in 
Aizawl.

Shah, who came here 
after holding meetings with 
Assam party leaders and 
state Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal in Guwa-
hati, said the BJP would field 
candidates in all the 40 con-
stituencies on its own with-
out alliance with opposition 
Mizo National Front (MNF) 
or the ruling Congress.

Blaming Congress “as a 
source of all corruption” and 
for perpetuating a dynastic 
rule, he asked the people to 
vote BJP for development 
and for ending corruption.

The BJP chief alleged 
that Congress government 
in Mizoram has not imple-
mented many development 
schemes initiated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

“If  BJP for ms gov-

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): “Bun-
glawn is a special place and it’s 
not an ordinary village”, says 
Pukhrem Sharatchandra Singh, 
MLA of Moirang Assembly Con-
stituency at the Dr Kalam Day 
celebration at Bunglon High 
School in Churachandpur dis-
trict of Manipur on Tuesday. 
Speaking at the commemora-
tion programme of the visit of 
the then President of India, Dr 
APJ Abdul Kalam to the Bunglon 
High School twelve years ago, 
Sharatchandra said that the 
people of Bunglawn Region are 
fortunate lots to have the bless-
ings of the former president.

He said that Dr Kalam was 
an extraordinary person, a great 
scientist and statesman. He en-
couraged the students and vil-
lagers to emulate the footprints 

of the late President.
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, who 

is remembered as the people’s 
president made a historic visit 
to a small Bunglawn village in 
Churachandpur district on Oct. 
16, 2006 on the invitation of Gin 
Gangte, the then Headmaster of 
Bunglon High School.

 The former president in-
teracted with village chiefs and 
hundreds of students for more 
than an hour during the visit. 
The President promised for set-
ting up of Computer Centre at 
Bunglon High School which was 
inaugurated by the then Gover-
nor of Manipur Dr SS Siddhu on 
Jan. 11, 2008.

In his keynote address, Gin 
Gangte, the then Headmaster of 
Bunglon High School and now a 
member of the Indian Informa-

Shillong, Oct. 17 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya High Court has 
ordered police to arrest the 
headman and the priest of 
the 500-year-old Nartiang 
Durga temple in Megha-
laya’s West Jaintia Hills dis-
trict if they create problem 
during Durga puja rituals.

The order came on a pe-
tition filed by villagers, after 
a midnight clash broke out 
at the temple that left several 
locals and police personnel 
injured.

The single bench, which 
heard the matter Tuesday, 
directed the district admin-
istration to ensure puja fes-
tivities “continue in a peace-
ful and pious manner” as 
per the desire of the people 
of the village.

The villagers, num-
bering around 900, also 
submitted a resolution to 
Deputy Committee Ga-
rod LSN Dykes on Tuesday, 
informing that they have 
decided that the Puja at 
the temple be conducted 
by Oni Maskut Deshmukh, 
a permanent priest of the 
temple.

In his order, Justice Sen 

said, “The DC and SP of 
West Jaintia Hills District 
are hereby directed to en-
sure strictly that the head-
man should not bring his 
own priest and create law 
and order problems. If the 
headman and the priest, 
Swappon Bhattacharjee, 
or any other person un-
necessarily create problem, 
they should be put behind 
bars to ensure that Puja is 
performed in a pious and 
proper manner”.

During the hearing, the 
counsel for the petitioners 
informed the court that puja 
was underway peacefully till 
10.30 pm on Monday when 
the headman brought Bhat-
tacharjee. 

The headman’s action 
led to strong protests from 
devotees, who attacked 
the group led by the head-
man.

Justice Sen noted that 
replacing the priest was in 
total violation of the court 
order issued last week.

The court has also di-
rected the DC, SP and the 
headman of Nartiang village 
to be present on November 

1.
The two warring devo-

tees claimed ownership to 
perform the rituals soon 
after the death of the head 
priest Uttam Desmukh in 
March this year.

The Durga temple sit-
uated at Nartiang village 
is looked after by Desh-
mukh Brahmins, who were 
brought there by the Jaintia 
kings from Maharashtra 
many centuries ago.

An elder of the village 
told reporters that the 
clash took place two hours 
before the Durga puja  
rituals started on Monday 
night.

He said two groups 
started attacking each other 
with sticks, embers, stones 
and sand forcing the police 
to spring into action.

A senior district official 
said normalcy returned to 
the temple and everyone is 
cooperating with the court 
order.

Additional deployment 
of police personnel at the 
temple have also been 
made, according to SP L 
Syiem.

Dimapur, Oct. 17 (EMN): An organisation’s com-
plete ban on the construction works of national 
project in Zeliangrong areas in Manipur has 
been lifted.

The Zeliangrong  Baudi of Assam, Manipur, 
and Nagaland issued a press release on Wed. Oct. 
17 through its general secretary stating that the 
complete ban on construction works of national 
project in Zeliangrong areas which has been 
enforced since midnight of Sep. 12, demanding 
arrest of NSCN (IM) functionaries namely one 
Sangailung Pamei, CAO, Thailik @ Joel, deputy 
kilonser and Khangdih Gangmei, captain, for 
abduction of youth and student’s leaders on 
Aug. 4 at Tamenglong district HQ and intimida-
tion and serious threat meted out to leaders of 
Zeliangrong Civil Organisations has been lifted 
with immediate effect from Oct. 17 on tempo-
rary basis depending on the follow up action of 
the government of Manipur and government of 
India. However, the ban on construction work of 
Imphal-Kangchup road under the ADB funding 
will still continue. 

The organisation stated that the decision 
to lift the ban was taken during a meeting with 
the Chief Minister of Manipur N. Biren Singh at 
his office at around 11 am. The chief minister of 
Manipur have assured nine members delega-
tion of Zeliangrong Civil Organisations led by 
Athuan Abonmai, president, Zeliangrong Baudi 
(Assam, Manipur and Nagaland) comprising of 
Zeliangrong Baudi, Manipur, Zeliangrong Youth 
Front and Zeliangrong Students’ Union that nec-
essary step will be taken in coordination with the  
government of India. 

Our Correspondent
Tuibong, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
Paying homage to the de-
parted souls of Kukis who 
valiantly fought for their 
rights  and freedom, a cen-
tenary commemoration of 
Anglo-Kuki war (1917-19) 
was held at Tuibong village, 
about 60 km south of Im-
phal in Manipur’s Churach-
andpur district today.

Colourful perform-
ances by the Lamhil kuki 
cultural research centre, 
Mizo cultural troupe, Zou 
cultural troupe, ICI Central 
choir, KCC Tuibong church 
choir and artistes Kugaa 
and Kapu marked the day’s 
event which was organised 
by the Anglo-Kuki war Cen-
tenary Commemoration 
Committee.  

Manipur Health and 
family welfare minister L 
Jayentakumar Singh at-
tended the historic event 
which was participated by 
the who’s who of Kukis in 
the region besides village 
chiefs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion and saluting the im-
mense sacrifice made by 
Kuki leaders in the past, 
Minister Jayentakumar 
who was once posted as 
judicial magistrate in the 
area before joining politics 
said that today is one of the 
important days, not only 
for the Kukis but for all the 
people.

He said that people 
observe and pray to our 
forefathers who sacrificed 
their lives because of their 
spirit and concern so it is 
high time to come forward 
together. Let us negate the 

4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, October 18, 2018

BJP to contest all 40 seats 
in Mizoram — Amit Shah

Village in Mnp. remembers APJ Kalam Zeliangrong organisation 
temporarily lifts ban

Durga Puja clash: Meghalaya HC 
orders arrest of priest, headman

Centenary commemoration of Anglo-Kuki war held

Em Images

Kuki Chief Association Churachandpur unveiling the monolith at Songpi village in Manipur on Wednesday.

PTI

BJP National President Amit Shah with Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbanada Sonwal and other party leaders during a visit to Kamakhya 
Temple, in Guwahati, Wednesday.

People put garland on the photo of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam at the Bunglon High 
School in Churachandpur district of Manipur on Tuesday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1970SUD0KU 1810
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. A tropical aromatic herb used in 

cooking
 6. Newts
 10. Upon
 14. Sporting venue
 15. Eight in Roman numerals
 16. Car manufacturer
 17. Respond
 18. Flat or level
 19. Threesome
 20. Male singing range
 22. Roman emperor Julius ______
 24. Closely confined
 25. Dog shelters
 26. Sarcasm
 29. A native of Turkey
 30. A type of sword
 31. Bagpipe
 37. A woody climbing tropical plant
 39. Business (slang)
 40. A northern sea duck
 41. Excessively concerned with 

cleanliness
 44. Run away
 45. Small points
 46. Church doctrines
 48. Custodians
 52. Anagram of “Late”
 53. Bigotry
 54. Church ceremonies
 58. Look lasciviously
 59. Style or grace
 61. Not active
 62. Close by
 63. City in Nevada
 64. Cassia
 65. Products of human creativity
 66. Fortune teller
 67. An organic compound made from 

an alcohol 

 DOWN
 1. A pointed remark
 2. Region

 3. Scorch
 4. Inchoate
 5. The second of two
 6. Occasion
 7. One after four
 8. Neckwear
 9. In earnest
 10. Frequently
 11. Pertaining to Scandanavia
 12. Legal proceedings
 13. Smells 
 21. 1 1 1 1
 23. Foot joint

 25. Fast-growing East Asian vine
 26. Ego
 27. Capital of Western Samoa
 28. Orange pekoe and Earl 

Grey, for example
 29. Threesomes
 32. Death notices
 33. In a way, wrinkles
 34. Inactive
 35. Require
 36. God of war (Greek 

mythology)
 38. Assistants 

 42. Gabled extensions
 43. Left by a wound
 47. Update
 48. Swedish monetary unit
 49. Keen
 50. Acclaim
 51. Wharfs
 52. A male singing range
 54. Rational
 55. Penny
 56. Sea eagle
 57. A sun
 60. Away from the wind

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1809

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1969

ernment in Mizoram, all 
100-plus Central flagship 
programmes would be im-
plemented successfully,” 
said the BJP leader who also 
inaugurated BJP’s state of-
fice, Atal Bhavan, in Aizawl.

Mizoram BJP state presi-
dent Prof John V Hluna, 
Nagaland Deputy Chief 
Minister Y. Patton, Assam 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma accompanied Shah.

Sarma, who is the con-
vener of the BJP-led anti-
Congress alliance, North 
East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA), is the party’s in-
charge for Mizoram elec-
tions.

BJP’s national gener-
al secretary Ram Madhav 
earlier announced that 
his party would likely field 
candidates in all the 40 as-
sembly seats, but the party 

might forge an alliance with 
the like-minded parties in a 
post-poll scenario.

BJP leaders in Mizoram 
have been asserting that 
they would make all-out 
efforts to remove Congress 
from power in the state to 
“paint the North-East with 
the saffron colour.”

Mizoram is the only 
state ruled by Congress in 
northeast India, comprising 
eight states.

The BJP has been mak-
ing concerted efforts to win 
the Christian-dominated 
state, after having formed 
governments on its own or 
joining hands with allies 
in the remaining six north-
eastern states, excluding 
Sikkim.

Meanwhile, the ruling 
Congress during the past 
one month suffered a major 

setback after state Home 
Minister and senior party 
leader R. Lalzirliana and 
two sitting legislators, Lal-
rinliana Sailo and Buddha 
Dhan Chakma, both former 
ministers, resigned from 
the party.

Lalzirliana and Sailo 
joined MNF and Chakma 
joined BJP on Wednesday in 
presence of Amit Shah.

Sources in the MNF said 
both the Congress deserters 
are likely to be the candi-
dates of MNF, a local party, 
which ruled the state for 
two terms (1998-2003 and 
2003-2008).

The ruling Congress on 
October 11 has announced 
36 candidates for the up-
coming polls, dropping 
eight sitting MLAs and field-
ing 12 new faces.

State Congress presi-
dent and Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla will contest 
from two constituencies -- 
his home turf Serchhip and 
Champhai South.

Among the 36 candi-
dates, four are below 40 
years, eight are between 41 
and 50 years, 14 in the age 
group of 51 to 60, four are 
between 61 and 70 years and 
five candidates, including 
Lal Thanhawla, are above 
70 years.

Both Congress and main 
opposition MNF led by  
 party President and former 
Chief Minister Zoramthanga 
have already begun their 
election campaign.

differences. We should try 
to think and materialise our 
forefather’s spirit of unity, 
he said.

Many important per-
sonalities also spoke and 
share their comments and 
observation during the day’s 
event.  

On the other hand Presi-
dent PS Haokip of Kuki Na-
tional Organisation (KNO) 
in a written speech which 
was made available to the 
media during the gathering, 
said that they commemo-
rate the anniversary of the 
Anglo-Kuki war, a war that 
their forefathers fought to 
preserve the integrity of our 
ancestral lands in the hills of 
present day Manipur.

The commemoration 
date for the Anglo-Kuki war, 
or Kuki rising (1917-1919) 
was chosen on Oct. 17 as 
on this fateful day in 1917, 
Lonpi village in present 
day Chandel district in Ma-
nipur, was burnt down, he 
said.

With unity of people 
and meaningful dialogue, 
sooner due political settle-
ment will follow which will 
establish the much needed 
political security for the 
Kuki people and peaceful 
coexistence with time im-
memorial neighbours, he 
added.

It may be mentioned 
that at present the Kuki 
armed groups operating in 

Manipur including KNO 
which is an umbrella or-
ganisation of some Kuki 
groups, signed suspension 
of operation involving cen-
tre and state governments 
since 2008 to pave way for 
dialogue which commenced 
in 2016.

Earlier in the day, a mon-
olith inscribing the gallant 
Kuki chiefs and commoners 
who fought for their rights 
during the Anglo-Kuki war 
or Kuki rising (1917-2019) 
was also unveiled with tra-
ditional gun salute by the 
Kuki Chief Association Chu-
rachandpur at Songpi vil-
lage, about 3 km south west 
of Churachandpur district 
headquarters.

tion Service (IIS) said that the 
landmark visit of the president 
has transformed Bunglawn and 
its surrounding villages for a 
better future. He said that the 5 
kms long Moirang – Bunglawn 
road was blacktopped within 
two weeks which was left unat-
tended for the last 70 years. He 
further said that a new electric 
transformer and water pipes 
and many more developmental 
works were put in place with the 
impending visit of the president 
twelve years ago. 

On April 12, 2006, Gin Gangte 
met the President Dr APJ Ab-
dul Kalam at the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan in New Delhi for more 
than 20 minutes. He invited the 
president to visit Bunglawn “to 
know the real faces of India”, to 
which the president promised 
to make a visit whenever he visit 
Manipur. Six months down the 
line, the president fulfilled his 
promised with the “Great Octo-
ber Visit” on Oct. 16, 2006. Floral 
tribute to Dr Kalam led by MLA P 
Sharatchandra was another im-
portant feature of the Dr Kalam 
Day celebration. 

Sharatchandra also gave 
away Red Blankets to village 
chiefs of Bunglawn and its 
surrounding villages with 
the aim of fostering cultural  
integration.



New Delhi, Oct. 17 (PTI): 
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) Wednesday 
seized assets worth over Rs 
218 crore, including dia-
monds and flats abroad, in 
the nearly Rs 13,000 crore 
loan fraud case probe, the 
agency said.

It said three provisional 
orders under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA) were issued 
by the central investiga-
tive agency’s zonal office in 
Mumbai for attachment of 
the properties.

The beneficiaries of 
these assets put under at-
tachment, it said, are ab-
sconding diamond jewel-
ler Mehul Choksi, Mihir 
Bhansali, a close aide and 
US-based executive of 
main accused in the case 
Nirav Modi, and a company 
named A P Gems and Jewel-
lery Park linked to Choksi.

The total value of the at-
tached and seized assets is 
Rs 218.46 crore, the ED said.

The attached properties 
include a Rs 51 crore flat of 
Bhansali in a foreign coun-
try and the agency said it 
was purchased by him and 
his wife jointly.

It was not immediately 
clear as to which country 
this asset is based in.

“Bhansali is a close con-
fidante of Nirav Modi and 
beneficiary of the scam. He 
was actively involved in the 
diversion of funds received 
from PNB’s LoU’s (letters of 
undertaking),” the ED said 
in a statement.

Similarly, a villa valued 
at Rs 27 crore of Choksi in 
an undisclosed country has 
also been attached.

A 2,10,000 sq feet build-
ing on a 2.5 acre land in 
Hyderabad’s posh Banjara 
hills has been attached and 
the agency said it is in the 
name of A P Gems and Jew-
ellery Park.

The ED said Coksi holds 
89 per cent of shares in this 
firm by way of a “convo-
luted structure and overseas 
entity”.

It added that a flat worth 
Rs 1.70 crore in Trump Tow-
ers in Mumbai in the name 
of Choksi’s daughter has 
been also attached.

“For purchase of this 
flat, Rs 1.7 crore was trans-
ferred by Choksi to the Bel-
gian bank account of his 
daughter and the money 

was again brought to India 
for making payment to the 
builder,” the ED charged.

Also, diamonds worth 
Rs 18.76 crore belonging to 
the Firestar group of Nirav 
Modi were seized as part of 
the latest order,it said.

It said it is getting issued 
letters rogatory or judicial 
requests to formalise the 
overseas attachments with 
the help of their foreign 
counterparts.

The total value of at-
tachments in this case with 
this latest order stand at Rs 
4,488 crore now, it said.

The ED is probing this 
case along with the CBI 
where it is alleged that Nirav 
Modi and Choksi defrauded 
the Brady House branch of 
the Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) in Mumbai to the 
tune of about USD 2 bil-
lion (over Rs 13,000 crore) 
in alleged connivance with 
officials.

While Choksi has been 
last reported to be in the 
Caribbean nation of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, the In-
terpol (global police) has 
recently issued a red corner 
notice against Bhansali in 
this case.

New Delhi, Oct. 17 (PTI): 
Gold prices declined by 
Rs 150 to Rs 32,030 per 10 
grams Wednesday, regis-
tering a dip for the second 
consecutive day, reflecting 
sluggish global trend and 
considerable fall in domes-
tic demand. 

Silver followed suit and 
went down further by Rs 220 
to Rs 39,480 per kg on re-
duced offtake by industrial 
units and coin makers.

Traders said, sentiment 
was downbeat, largely ow-
ing to a weak global trend as 
the dollar surged overseas 
eroding the yellow met-
als’ appeal as a safe-haven 
asset.

Moreover, fall in de-
mand from local jewellers 
and retailers at the domestic 
spot markets also dragged 
the precious metal.

Globally, gold fell 0.15 
per cent to USD 1,223.70 
an ounce and silver by 0.14 
per cent to USD to 14.71 an 

Mumbai, Oct. 17 (PTI): Re-
serve Bank Wednesday re-
fused to grant more time 
to Yes Bank’s long serving 
CEO and MD Rana Kapoor 
and asked the private sec-
tor lender to appoint his 
successor latest by February 
1, 2019.

Last month, the Yes 
Bank board had sought at 
least a three-month exten-
sion for Kapoor from the 
RBI beyond January 31, 
2019, stating that finding a 
suitable successor is a “time 
consuming challenge”.

The central bank, how-
ever, has not agreed to the 
suggestion and insisted Yes 
Bank’s board should find 
his successor within the 
stipulated time.

“The Reserve Bank of 
India has reaffirmed that 
a successor to Shri Rana 
Kapoor, MD & CEO, YES 
Bank should be appointed 
by February 1, 2019,” the 
lender said in a stock ex-
change filing.

The RBI had earlier cur-
tailed the three-year term 
that the board had sought 
for Kapoor, also one of the 
promoters of the bank, to 
January 31, 2019, and asked 
the bank to find a replace-
ment.

Kapoor has been in his 
position since the inception 
of the bank in 2004.

The bank’s board has 
already established a search 
and selection committee 
comprising three members 
from the existing nomi-
nation and remuneration 
committee along with two 
external experts to identify 
Kapoor’s successor.

Kapoor owns 10.66 per 
cent share in the bank.

Ye s  B a n k  s h a r e s 
dropped 6.85 per cent to 
close at Rs 231.75 apiece 
on BSE.

Kapoor is the second 

Mumbai, Oct. 17 (PTI): The BSE 
benchmark Sensex snapped its three-
day gains, plunging 383 points due to 
heavy selling mainly in financial and 
auto stocks as rising crude prices and 
rupee volatility spooked investors.

The flagship index swung nearly 
880 points both ways on alternate 
bouts of buying and selling during the 
session.

The NSE Nifty too fell by 131.70 
points to slip below 10,500-mark. 

Intense selling pressure was wit-
nessed in select counters led by auto, 
realty and oil&gas stocks.

Sentiments were also hurt by li-
quidity concerns that dragged down 
non-banking financial stocks.

Meanwhile in the forex market, the 
rupee after showing strength in early 
session at 73.37, slipped 13 paise to 
73.61 against the US dollar (intra-day) 
too had its shadow on equities.

Overall sentiment was cautious as 
investors were on a wait-and-watch 
mode ahead of quarterly results from 
Reliance Industries, to be released 
later in the day, brokers said.

“Market slid below 10,500 mark 
as rise in oil price and volatility in the 
rupee influenced investors to book 
profit. Global market remain mixed 
ahead of the release of FOMC minutes 
later in the day to get cues about rate 
hike trajectory,” Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Financial Services, 
said.

After a gap up opening at 35,543.38 
points, the Sensex advanced to hit a 
high of 35,605.43 points in early trade 
on the back of better-than-expected 
Q2 earnings posted by tech major 
Infosys on Tuesday.

However, emergence of selling by 
investors across-the-board, mostly of 
a profit-booking nature, gave up ses-
sion’s gain to hit a low of 34,727.16 in 
late afternoon trade, before settling 
382.90 points, or 1.09 per cent, down 
at 34,779.58.

The index had risen nearly 1,161 
points in the past three sessions on the 
back of unabated buying by domestic 
institutional investors (DIIs) and re-
bound in global equity markets.

The broader NSE Nifty too dived by 
131.70 points, or 1.24 per cent, to close 
at 10,453.05. Intra-day, it reclaimed 
the 10,700-mark to scale a high of 
10,710.15 and a low of 10,436.45.

“A strong rupee and buoyant glo-
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PNB fraud: ED attaches 
over INR 218 cr. assets 
of Choksi, others

Gold slips further, down INR 150 as demand softens

Sensex logs first fall in 4 days, 
tanks 383 points on rupee woes

RBI refuses more 
time to Rana 
Kapoor, tells Yes 
Bank to appoint 
new chief by Feb. 1

RBI releases norms to enable  
money transfer among e-wallets 

Demanding VAT cut, Delhi 
petrol pumps to shut 
during October 22-23

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 16th Oct 18
NOTICE

NO.M-498/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Gumling -Vrs- Samson Aye resident of Thahekhu Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 16/11/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Gumling
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri (A.k), Patta No: 75
Dag No: 129, Area: 03B-04K-00Ls
North: Road, South: Plot of Sema
East: Road, West: Plot Of Gumling

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6147

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 15th Oct 18
NOTICE

NO.M-500/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri 
T.N. Mannen -Vrs- P. Mhabemo Lotha resident of Burma Camp 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 15/11/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T.N. Mannen
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1611
Dag No: 23, Area: 00-01-00Ls
North: Enyingo Ngullie, South: Approach Road
East: Approach Road, West: T. N. Mannen

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6150

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 15th Oct 18
NOTICE

NO.M-501/18  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri Kamei Romi Kabui -Vrs- Howoto Jakhalu resident of 
…….………. Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before …………..
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Kamei Romi Kabui
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 519
Dag No: 661, Area: 00-03-09
North: J. B. Jasokie, South: Approach Road
East: Howoto, West: M. Odyuo Lotha

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-2316

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 15th Oct 18
NOTICE

NO.M-502/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri 
Salew Adani -Vrs- Howoto Jakhalu resident of …….………. 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before …………..
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Salew Adani
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 520
Dag No: 662, Area: 00-03-09
North: J. B. Jasokie, South: Approach Road
East: N. C. Zeliang, West: Howoto

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-4257

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th Oct 18
NOTICE

NO.REV-12/2000-D/6592-93     Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Akummeren S/o I. Sakulepten 
resident of Burma Camp has reported that he/
she had lost his/her Jamabandi/Patta bearing Patta 
No.465, Dag No.607, of Block No/Village.11, Area 
00B-03K-09Ls Which was lost or destroyed.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections 
concerning to the said land or any should be submitted 
to this Court in written on or before 18.11.2018.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
North: L. Asenla, South: Approach Road
East: James, West: K. L. Mary

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6152

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C NO.166/18

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-I OF INDIAN 
SUCCESSION ACT 1925

Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of 
Succession Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late Hetoli 
Sema has been applied by Shri Ghosuho H/o Lt. Hetoli Sema R/o. 
H/No Nihokhu Village Dimapur Nagaland for possession of:

1. SBI Saving Bank account No. 20216709928
2. Pension Book bearing P.P.O.  No. Pen/Com/-244 NL/V/23089
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 

administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased 
may if he/she so desire appear in this court on or before the said day 
of 16th Nov.

Given under the hand and seal of the court on this the 16.10.18
 

PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR; NAGALAND

NOTICE

D-6148

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C NO.167/18

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-I OF INDIAN 
SUCCESSION ACT 1925

Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant 
of Succession Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late 
HOVIKHE has been applied by Smti Tonili Sumi W/o S/o Lt.Hovikhe 
R/o. H/No Nizhevi Village, P.O. Kuhoboto Dimapur Nagaland for 
possession of:

1. SBI Saving account No. 10810731571
2. Pension Book bearing P.P.O. No. Pen/Com-11636/NL/V/13544.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 

administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased 
may if he/she so desire appear in this court on or before the said day 
of 16th Nov.

Given under the hand and seal of the court on this the 16.10.18
 

PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR; NAGALAND

NOTICE

D-6149

ounce in Singapore.
In the national capital, 

gold of 99.9 per cent and 
99.5 per cent purity plunged 
by Rs 150 and Rs 140 to Rs 
32,030 and Rs 31,880 per ten 
grams, respectively.

Sovereign gold, how-
ever, continued at Rs 24,700 
per piece of eight gram in 
limited deals.

In sync with gold, silver 
ready too dropped further 
by Rs 220 to Rs 39,480 per kg 

and weekly-based delivery 
by Rs 240 to Rs 38,860 per 
kg.  Silver coins, however, 
maintained a steady trend 
at Rs 75,000 for buying and 
Rs 76,000 for selling of 100 
pieces.

Mumbai, Oct. 17 (PTI): The 
Reserve Bank Tuesday re-
leased operational guide-
lines to facilitate payments 
among prepaid instruments 
(PPI) such as mobile wallets, 
a move aimed at promoting 
digital transactions. 

The guidelines elabo-
rate on requirements for 
achieving inter-operabil-
ity for mobile wallets and 
cards, and norms for cus-
tomer protection and griev-
ance redressal. 

According to the guide-
lines, inter-operability 
among mobile wallets, and 
between bank account and 

e-wallet would be enabled 
through the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) sys-
tem. 

“The inter-operability 
shall be facilitated to all 
KYC-compliant PPI ac-
counts and entire accept-
ance infrastructure,” the 
RBI said in a notification. 

In case where PPIs are 
issued in the form of cards, 
the cards shall be affiliat-
ed to the authorised card 
networks. “Also now UPI 
would be accessible to large 
masses even those who are 
not banked or are under-
banked,” he said.

New Delhi, Oct. 17 (IANS): Petrol and diesel dealers in the 
national capital are in the grip of a crisis following the recent 
excise duty cuts made by the Centre and many states leading 
to losses here ranging 20-30 per cent, the Delhi Petrol Deal-
ers Association (DPDA) said on Wednesday.

The DPDA has called for a shut-down by 400-odd petrol 
pumps in Delhi on October 22-23 to press for reduction in 
Value Added Tax (VAT) by Delhi government on diesel and 
petrol.

At a press briefing here, the DPDA said with the excise 
cuts making transport fuels cheaper in neighbouring states 
such as Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, besides the revenue 
loss, Delhi’s high pollution levels will certainly worsen be-
cause of consumers opting to refuel with the lower grade 
fuels sold in these states. 

Last month, the Centre slashed the rate of petrol and 
diesel by Rs 2.50 per litre each which was followed by the 
reduction in VAT made by various states. 

“In comparison with Delhi, petrol in UP and Haryana is 
cheaper by Rs 2.59 and Rs 1.95 per litre, respectively, while 
diesel in these two states is cheaper by Rs 2.02 and Rs 1.72 
per litre, respectively,” DPDA President Nischal Singhania,” 
told reporters.

“Because of high price in Delhi and low prices in states 
like Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, customers are deserting the 
petrol pumps in Delhi leading to huge drop in sales,” he said. 

According to Singhania, the price difference has caused a 
sharp drop of 50-60 per cent in sale of diesel and 25 per cent 
in petrol in Delhi during the current quarter.

“Almost 200 pumps out of 400 pumps would be on a 
verge of closing down leading to retrenchment of thousands 
of workers affecting lakhs of people in the city,” he said.

The dealers’ body also pointed to the bigger concern 
about the environment friendly Euro VI grade fuel being 
currently available only in the National Capital Territory 
(NCT) and the risks of consumers choosing the cheaper 
lower grade fuels.

bal markets set the stage for the In-
dian markets to trade cheerfully in the 
morning. Nifty did open with gusto, 
though could not sustain and fell 
more than 250 points from the highs,” 
VK Sharma, Head PCG & Capital Mar-
kets Group, HDFC Securities, said.

Foreign institutional investors 
(FIIs) sold shares worth Rs 1,165.63 
crore, while domestic institutional 
investors bought shares to the tune of 
Rs 1,059.44 crore on Tuesday, as per 
provisional data available on the BSE.

Shares of Reliance Industries af-
ter initial firmness, fell 1.27 per cent 
ahead of its September quarter results.

Hero MotoCorp ended 2.88 per 
cent down after the country’s largest 
two-wheeler maker Tuesday reported 
a marginal dip in its standalone profit 
after tax to Rs 976.28 crore for the 
second quarter ended September 30.

Indiabulls Housing Finance, De-
wan Housing Finance Corp and 
Repco Home Finance fell up to 13.17 
per cent.

Shares of IT major Infosys surged 
1.16 per cent after the company Tues-
day posted a 10.3 per cent jump in 
its September quarter consolidated 
net profit at Rs 4,110 crore, helped by 
strong deal pipeline and traction in 
digital revenues.

Globally, other Asian markets 
were in a bullish mood and European 

shares too rose in their early session 
after upbeat US earnings and strong 
economic data drove a rebound on 
Wall Street.

Brent crude prices climbed 0.38 
per cent to USD 81.72 a barrel, while 
WTI (West Texas Intermediate) crude 
up 0.26 per cent to USD 72.11 a barrel 
on decline in the US inventories.

Yes Bank was the worst performer 
in the Sensex pack, crashing 6.85 per 
cent, followed by Adani Ports - 5.41 
per cent.

Other laggards included Maruti 
suzuki, Tata Motors, Tata Steel, SBI, 
M&M, Bajaj Auto, Axis Bank, ONGC, 
Vedanta Ltd, ICICI Bank, TCS, Bharti 
Airtel, Sun Pharma, HDFC Ltd, L&T, 
IndusInd Bank, NTPC, HDFC Bank 
and Asian Paint, falling up to 3.79 per 
cent.

“Automobile stocks were also 
prominent losers as many feared low-
er sales in this festive season on fears 
of rising insurance costs and lower 
liquidity from NBFCs,” Sharma said.

However, gains in ITC Ltd, Coal 
India, Wipro, HUL, PowerGrid and 
Kotak Bank cushioned the fall.

In the Asian region, Japan’s Nikkei 
rose 1.29 per cent, Singapore up 
1.73 per cent, Korea gained 1.04 per 
cent, Indonesia up 0.61 per cent and 
Shanghai Composite advanced 0.60 
per cent.
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Lull Before the Poll Storm
P

revailing situation in the country is indicative 
enough that at the end of the ongoing festive 
season, the nation will be in election mode till 
the general elections are over May next year. 

This effectively means that no matter how much the 
rupee falls or petro prices reaches new highs, to outwit 
each other the political leaders will be busy in mud-
slinging. The issues which are hurting the commoners 
will not be addressed. In other words, while the country 
will be passing through a turbulent time, power will 
remain the sole focus of our leaders. While in politics 
lust for power is no offence, what is worrying is that 
no one is interested in lowering the burden of the 
common people. We have heard enough of accusations 
and counter-accusations. But so far, we are yet to see 
that cutting across party lines, political parties are 
discussing how to keep petro prices within the reach of 
common people. No combined efforts are being made 
to check the free fall of rupee. In such a situation, no 
matter which party comes to power after the general 
election, the nation will have to make a steep climb to 
bring the country back on the path to development. 
Democracy is not all about winning elections or 
accusing each other, democracy provides a space to 
reach a consensus. Be it for external factors or internal 
reasons, the fact remains that the country’s economy is 
not at all looking healthy. Industrial output has touched 
a new low. Agriculture production is also going down. 
Along with it if one considers petro prices or the fall of 
rupee, the economic situation is grim to say the least. 
In this hour of crisis the country needs proper attention 
from policy makers and politicians. The economists 
have to suggest the way and the politicians will have 
to implement them. Only then will w be able to get out 
of the present crisis. Similarly, our foreign policy is also 
under attack. Why are we importing oil from Iran? Why 
are we purchasing weapons from Russia? Why are we 
not joining China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)? 
United States of America and China are trying to bully 
India. Clearly, these two countries are eyeing the Indian 
market to strengthen their respective economy. But 
since Independence, India has always remained a non-
aligned country. India along with former Yugoslavia 
and Egypt led the non-aligned movement (NAM). 
Notwithstanding all the pulls and pressures from NATO 
and Soviet Block, India never became junior partner 
of any superpower. Now in a changed world order, 
the effort to tame India has further intensified. The 
situation is almost similar to when India fought against 
imperialism. Just as that time, this time too, the entire 
country will have to fight the neo-imperialists together 
to maintain age-old Indian tradition of co-existence. 
At this hour if we remain divided we will have no other 
option but to succumb to the pressure of superpowers. 
So our leaders should keep in mind that elections will 
come and go. But to emerge victorious in the coming 
elections if the leaders compromise with national 
interests, they will never be forgiven.

People carry Syrian revolutionary flags and placards during protests in rebel-held Idlib province, Syria, 
September 14, 2018. 

Jesus allowed Himself to be pierced to 
bring us spiritual peace with God.

The thorn pricked my index finger, drawing blood. I 
hollered and then groaned, drawing back my hand 
instinctively. But I shouldn’t have been surprised: 
trying to prune a thorny bush without gardening 

gloves was a recipe for exactly what just happened.
The pain throbbing in my finger—and the blood flow-

ing from it—demanded attention. And as I searched for 
a bandage, I found myself unexpectedly thinking about 
my Savior. After all, soldiers forced Jesus to don an 
entire crown of thorns (John 19:1–3). If one thorn hurt 
this much, I thought, how much agony would an entire 
crown of them inflict? And that’s just a small portion of 
the physical pain He suffered. A whip flogged His back. 
Nails penetrated His wrists and ankles.

But Jesus endured spiritual pain too. Verse 5 of Isaiah 
53 tells us, “But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him.” The “peace” Isaiah talks 
about here is another way of talking about forgiveness. 
Jesus allowed Himself to be pierced—by nails, by a 
crown of thorns—to bring us spiritual peace with God. 
His sacrifice, His willingness to die on our behalf, paved 
the way to make a relationship with the Father possible. 
And He did it, Scripture tells us, for me, for you. 

Father, I can’t imagine the pain Your Son endured 
to wash away my sin. Thank You for sending Him 

for me, to be pierced for my sins that I might have a 
relationship with You. 

 EPA Images
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A Piercing Thorn

BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 53:1–6    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
But he was pierced for our transgressions . . . and by 

his wounds we are healed.    
~  Isaiah 53:5

Mustafa Demir | The Conversation

T
urkey, Russia and Iran have ac-
tively involved themselves in the 
Syrian conflict, each with their 
own divergent interests. Mos-

cow and Tehran have put their support 
behind the regime of the Syrian presi-
dent, Bashar al-Assad, hoping it retains 
its influence over the strategic Syrian 
region. Meanwhile, since the very be-
ginning of the crisis in 2011, Turkey has 
been obsessed with removing Assad.

So far, the three countries have man-
aged to accommodate their various 
aims. And the meetings between the 
three powers in 2017 and 2018 – in Sochi, 
Astana, Tehran and then again in Sochi 
– have all played a part in this. In fact, it 
appears that Russian president Vladimir 
Putin’s main strategy since 2017 has 
been the continuation of this accommo-
dation.

On September 17, for example, Putin 
and his Turkish counterpart, president 
Erdogan, met in Sochi to discuss Syria’s 
rebel-controlled Idlib province. Interest-
ingly, at that meeting, Putin renounced 
his plan (announced in Tehran on Sep-
tember 7) to stage an all-out assault on 
Idlib. This was an apparent concession, 
as Turkey had opposed the plan at the 
Tehran summit and had called for a 
ceasefire instead. Back then, Putin had 
ignored Turkey’s objections and under-
lined his view that the elimination of 
terrorists in the region was the prior-
ity. Consequently, his latest concession 
looks like a significant volte face.

At their 2017 Astana summit, Russia, 
Iran and Turkey had all declared four re-
gions – Idlib province, eastern Ghouta, 
northern rural Homs, and southern 
Syria (to include Quneitra and parts of 
Daraa governorate) – as de-escalation 
zones. But the Syrian regime, with the 
cooperation of Russia and Iran, subse-
quently launched offensives into some 
of these regions on the pretext of elimi-
nating terrorist groups. One by one, the 
regions set up as de-escalation zones 
have been devastated.

Amberin Zaman, a columnist for 
Al-Monitor’s Turkey Pulse, argues that a 
full-scale assault in Idlib would result in 
the Erdogan government losing its sway 
over the rebels in the area and make Tur-

key a potential target for more radical 
jihadists. According to some sources, for 
example, nearly 60% of Idlib is control-
led by the HTS, a radical jihadist group 
designated as a terrorist organisation by 
the United Nations.

Moreover, an invasion such as that 
tabled by Russia would likely cause an-
other massive influx of refugees from 
Idlib into neighbouring countries – es-
pecially Turkey – and from there on into 
Europe. Russia’s bullish stance on Idlib 
has therefore also been condemned by 
the Western members of the UN Security 
Council.

Putin’s game plan
The question is whether these criticisms 
were behind Putin scrapping his deci-
sion to invade or whether he has another 
motive.

At their September summit, Putin 
and Erdogan agreed there should be a 
demilitarised buffer zone established in 
Idlib by October 15, separating the rebels 
from Assad’s government forces. Erdog-
an said:

The opposition will remain where 

they are, but the [radical] groups that we 
will determine jointly with Russia won’t 
be allowed to operate. The boundaries of 
the demilitarised zone will be supervised 
jointly.

Nevertheless, one thing is clear – 
while Turkey has managed temporarily 
to stall an invasion of Idlib, Russia will be 
keeping a close eye on the situation. The 
deal requires those designated “radical” 
rebels to withdraw from the demilita-
rised zone – and if they don’t, Russia and 
Assad will have a pretext to return to 
their original plan.

Doubtless Russia will also incremen-
tally apply pressure on Erdogan, at least 
tactically, by making Turkey responsi-
ble for removing the “radical” jihadist 
groups from Idlib. This would make Tur-
key more vulnerable to terrorist attacks, 
and a vulnerable Turkey would need 
further help from Russia, as the new he-
gemon of the region.

It is clear, therefore, that Putin’s strat-
egy is not merely to support his main 
ally, the Assad regime, in Syria. It is also 
to use the conflict to break the influence 
of the Western alliance in the region and 

tie NATO member Turkey more closely 
to Moscow. It seems that Russia has 
never abandoned its Cold War strategy 
to invest in growing tensions between 
NATO allies.

Indeed, Cengiz Çandar, a veteran 
Turkish journalist and author, theorises 
that Putin is prioritising this dismember-
ing of the Western alliance over support-
ing the Syrian regime, its traditional ally. 
In this context, the recent Sochi summit 
can be seen as Putin’s way of bringing Er-
dogan closer to Russia. This, it seems, is 
Putin’s “grand strategy”.

Breaking NATO
Although Turkish interests in Syria ap-
pear to conform with those of the West 
and NATO, this growing asymmetric de-
pendence on Russia is forcing Erdogan 
to make concessions to Russia at many 
levels, from security to the economy. 
Turkey’s recent move to purchase S400 
air defence missiles from Russia is one 
example of many. In fact, the trajectory 
of this asymmetric dependency is rais-
ing the question of whether Turkey is be-
coming a Russian proxy. A Russian proxy 
which is also a NATO member would be 
the very thing Russia wants in order to 
gain further leverage in its global contest 
with the US and NATO.

From NATO’s perspective, the politi-
cal rapprochement between Russia and 
Turkey has so far been seen as tactical. 
But the conversion of this rapproche-
ment into a growing asymmetric inter-
dependence that favours Russia is cast-
ing doubt on Turkey’s already fragile 
commitment to the Western alliance. 
And, as Turkey gets ever more sucked 
into the Syrian conflict, so it becomes 
harder for Erdogan to disengage from 
Putin. With the Syrian conflict right on 
its borders, and Russia and Iran increas-
ingly shaping the region’s politics, Tur-
key is becoming beholden to NATO’s 
enemies.

The situation suggests that to achieve 
security within its borders Turkey may 
be asked to resign itself to the desires 
of these two powers – two powers that 
would do anything to weaken the West 
and NATO.

Mustafa Demir is an associate 
lecturer in International Relations at 

Staffordshire University

Dear Fellow Nagas, 
I greet you all in the Matchless Name of God, on be-

half of the Naga National Council, on this auspicious 
occasion in the most sacred memory of all the noble 
Martyrs who had laid down their precious lives for the 
Naga Nation.

In times past, it was on October 18, 1952 when Late 
Zasibito Nagi became the first selfless icon to have been 
felled while upholding the eternal Naga rights most 
staunch. Since then the day has come to be commemo-
rated as the Naga National Martyrs’ Day. And today hap-
pens to be the 67th Day.

The Government of India most deliberately refused 
to acknowledge our eternal rights, listen to reason and 
follow peaceful means of resolving differences; but re-
sorted to the barbaric measures of intimidation with 
the sole intent of forcefully subduing us into mere slaves 
and serfs, by deploying physical might most cruel and 
inhumane. Just in case, God forbid, had the Nagas suc-
cumbed and surrendered at that instant, what would 
have the fate of the Nagas been like today! Kindly pause 
for awhile and accord a very good moment of contem-
plation – please, for once!

It had been only by the grace of God the Omnipo-
tent, that some gallant Nagas rose up to the occasion, 
took up the gauntlet the aggressor India threw at us and 
most relentlessly fought for the eternal Naga rights that 
our destiny has taken the lofty virtuous stance as it is 
of today. Therefore due glory and honour should most 
surely be ascribed to the heroes of our Struggle, even the 
Martyrs of Naga Land.

However also, the occasion calls for close scrutiny of 
the Naga Story yet again:

Once, the united Naga People under the banner of 
Naga National Council (NNC) and Federal Government 
of Nagaland (FGN) had been most resolutely standing 
firm on the truth that Nagas are not Indians and would 
not become Indians. The Naga Nation is most unique 
in her freedom and would continue to maintain her In-
dependent and Sovereign status most true; and in this 

noblest of pursuits she had been most bitterly engaged 
in the holy war of repelling the invading Forces of India 
most grim and gory. At such a time and season, India 
most unscrupulously raised a group of very short-sight-
ed Nagas who didn’t know head or tail nor care about 
true Naga Nationalism, in the form of “Naga People’s 
Convention”, formed in an Indian Army Camp; nur-
tured and primed them as her ‘child’ and had signed the 
so-called 16-point agreement with them and ushered in 
the state of Nagaland within the Constitution of Indian.

Ka! Is that truly correct ethically, legally and also 
morally?

The Government of India evaded her true opponent, 
the actual adversary, the entities of NNC and FGN who 
had been at war with her for a Cause and surreptitiously 
reached an agreement with her own scion and progeny 
most foul. Is there any justification for such an unright-
eous manoeuvre in the annals of Natural Justice? What 
and who were the Naga People’s Convention? They were 
and are just a mere tool, the proverbial “Puppets on the 
String” – miserable QUISLINGS!

The think-tank of India has been harbouring the 
sweet notion that she had most cleverly dug out a deep 
pit(fall) for the Freedom Fighters of Nagaland! But be 
most rest assured, they themselves would be falling 
head-first into their own pit sooner than later. The fa-
bled 16-point agreement is merely a one-sided docu-
ment. It has no legal binding whatsoever on NNC and 
FGN.

The perpetration of the 16-point agreement by the 
signatories is but one of the worst acts of treason against 
the Naga Nation. But the poor mortals didn’t even seem 
to know that themselves, how pathetic. There had been 
no one to correct them; in all probability out of morbid 
fear and/or lack of moral courage. So, most of them had 
carried their wrongs, their sin, most unawares right into 
their graves.

Nagaland State in actual fact is but a fall-out of the 
Naga Freedom Fighters’ tremendous labour. But the 
people at the helms of power in Nagaland State don’t 

even seem to be aware and pay scant notice as well. Had 
they, past and present, been men of sound and virtu-
ous wisdom, due acknowledgement must surely have 
been being paid to the Freedom Fighters in general 
and the Naga National Martyrs in particular. But since 
they choose to be mere mercenaries and hirelings; they 
had so far been enjoying Government of India’s largesse 
– State share, for more than five decades at the unfor-
givable costly expense of the Naga Freedom Fighters’ 
labour both in honour and in kind.

Nagaland State had been the dear price of the Naga 
Freedom Fighters’ sticky blood, their torrents of tears 
and gallons of smelly sweat most bitter. Don’t it ever 
bother you even a little bit, that you are lolling in all the 
blood-bought luxuries and facilities without even the 
minimal acknowledgement, much less payment for 
them? If, one day God in His righteousness would de-
mand payment for the Martyrs’ Blood from you and/or 
your children, where would you stand? Let us all ponder 
anew and in the right perspectives too.

Hear and pay heed to this profound piece of wis-
dom: the new breed of National Workers who would 
pursue other avenues not laid down by our elders, not 
the real or the actual, not the one born out of our true 
aspiration; but the fanciful newly formulated paths are 
all Pseudo National workers bartering away our eternal 
National rights. They would never ever be honoured by 
fellowmen nor would they be blessed by God Almighty. 
All such self-projected ‘leaders’ would be found working 
for their own indescribable loss and despicable great 
shame. Naga Nation would not, most mercifully suffer 
any setback just because of the misdeeds of this handful 
of cheap mischief-mongers. Truth shall surely triumph 
most wondrously fine. 

Therefore, let us ascribe the rightful honour to the 
deserving in plentiful measures!

Thank you. Kuknalim
Thinoselie M. Keyho

President
Naga National Council

Dear Naga People,
Today is our Naga National Martyrs’ Day, therefore, 

I on behalf of the Naga National Council (Parent Body) 
salute all the Naga Martyrs’ who have sacrificed their 
lives for the cause of Naga sovereignty. I prayerfully bow 
down to God to bless this Day as we observe the solemn 
Day of  our martyrs’. May this Day resound the call of 
freedom and sovereignty to each and every person in 
the Naga Homeland and also remind us to stand firmly 
on the inalienable rights of the Naga people for sover-
eignty.

As we observe and remember this Day, I’am  thank-
ful to God and also to the NNC officials and members 
from different Regions who have entrusted and elected 
me to the post of Vice Presidentship of the NNC (Parent 
Body) in our recent NNC meeting.  I accept this respon-
sibility which is bestowed upon with a humble heart, 
and also to carry out my duty with a firm  stand  towards 
the furtherance of Naga National Freedom of sovereign-
ty. Therefore, it is my humble appeal to all concerned 
to help and support this great cause of liberation of the 
Naga people.

Let us also solemnly bow down in earnest prayer to 
our living God to save and liberate the Naga people and 
its Homeland from the forceful occupation of the Gov-
ernments of India and Myanmar  who are the main ag-
gressors for the last seven decades.

I must also caution all the National Workers to stand 
firm for the cause of Naga Sovereignty which is our sol-
emn National duty lest we are condemned and cursed 
by the people and God as thousand and thousands of 
Naga patriots martyred their lives for the cause of Naga 
sovereignty.

The NNC (Parent Body) must also mention once 
again on this solemn Day of observance that some Naga 
people have committed political blunders in the past 
and as a result the entire Naga people have suffered 
devastation. Sadly, today some factions have compro-
mised  the Naga political rights again just for their per-
sonal gains in connivance with Indian leader in the talk 
while completely neglecting all the sacrifices made by 
the Naga Martyrs and particularly our women who were 
raped and tortured, the unaccountable properties that 
were destroyed and above all the most precious legiti-

mate Naga freedom of sovereignty.
The Naga National Workers in particular must know 

that Naga political struggle for freedom was and is spir-
itual in nature, as our living God has a spiritual purpose 
for the Naga people for His Kingdom and Glory. May His 
Kingdom and Glory prevail in this part of the world.

It is very unfortunate for the Naga people because 
of the vested leaders who have compromised Naga Na-
tional Rights  in the negotiation with the Indian Govern-
ment. When some of the Indian Political Party leaders 
are now openly speaking out on Naga identitiy and po-
litical issues.

Therefore, today I must say that Naga people should 
not stand nor pray to our living God for those who be-
trayed Naga freedom of sovereignty as the entire people 
suffered in the past and is still suffering immensely for a 
very long time for such leaders.

But our freedom is precious and our future of sur-
vival is very important. And I praise God for the faithful 
leaders who stood firm for Naga freedom of sovereignty 
and hope that many more will come up for our great 
cause of freedom. Kuknalim.

Russia’s Grand Strategy: How Putin is Using 
Syria Conflict to Turn Turkey into Moscow’s Proxy 

Message on the 67th Naga Martyrs’ Day

Speech of Yilow Humtsoe on Naga National Martyrs’ Day
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M
useums, archaeological sites 
and historical buildings are 
rarely included in conversa-
tions about climate change, 

which tend to focus on the wider impact 
and global threats to our contemporary 
world. Yet these threats impact everything, 
from local cultural practices to iconic sites 
of outstanding universal value. In light of 
this, it’s worth exploring the relationship be-
tween our heritage and the changing global 
climate in more detail.

More powerful storms, flooding, deserti-
fication and even the melting of permafrost 
are already destroying important sites at an 
alarming rate. While we race to preserve or 
record these places before they are lost for-
ever, it is also the case that some sites – es-
pecially those that are or have been highly 
adaptable and flexible – can also be assets in 
understanding adaptation strategies more 
generally.

These questions are currently being ex-
plored by an expert working group, which 
we are part of. Our aim is to unpack the in-
tersection between our changing climate 
and the world’s cultural heritage, specifical-
ly world heritage sites. Building on the Paris 
Agreement, which notes the importance of 
traditional and indigenous knowledge when 
thinking about adaptation strategies, we are 
exploring how global heritage can be used 
not only to stress urgency about the dangers 
and risks of climate change, but also as an 
asset to enforce community resilience and 
develop adaptation strategies for the future.

Melting permafrost
Take Russia’s Treasures of the Pazyryk Cul-
ture. Located in the Altai mountains, this 
landscape of burial mounds (kurgans) and 
rock carvings derive from the Scythian no-

madic culture of 2,500 years ago. A few of 
the two- to four-metre tall stone mounds 
have been excavated in the past. They reveal 
an incredible array of artefacts, complex fu-
nerary practices, and (most famously) tat-
tooed individuals – all preserved due to the 
sub-zero conditions.

The melting of permafrost due to rising 
temperatures is expected to significantly 
impact frozen tombs at the site by the mid-
dle of this century. The chemical and biolog-
ical deterioration of the organic and inor-
ganic contents, previously inhibited by the 
freezing conditions, is likely to accelerate 
rapidly, while associated ground movement 
could cause structural damage to the tombs 
themselves.

The threat to these tombs from rising 
temperatures has been met with efforts to 
survey and protect them. While many in-
digenous people and heritage conservators 
aim to preserve the burials without disturb-

ing them, it is not yet clear if this can be 
achieved.

Rising waters
Elsewhere, rising sea waters and erosion 
are having a similarly disastrous impact. 
The Ruins of Kilwa Kisiwani in Tanzania, for 
example, are at considerable risk from the 
impact of increased surf, exacerbated by the 
loss of mangrove forestry on the island.

This site was founded in the ninth cen-
tury and became a major trading centre 
by the 13th century. It was inscribed as a 
UNESCO world heritage site in 1981 as an 
exceptional testimony to the expansion of 
Swahili coastal culture, and to the spread of 
Islam in Africa in this period. Ongoing ef-
forts are being made here to strengthen the 
sea wall protecting the site, and to encour-
age alternate land use strategies to increase 
natural protection. The area’s iconic herit-
age is helping to deliver important messag-

es concerning climate change.
In Easter Island, meanwhile, rising sea 

levels and increasing storm surges are erod-
ing the platforms (ahu) upon which famous 
statues (moai) are stood. Almost all of these 
statues are on the coast. It is very clear that 
climate change is having an adverse and 
worsening impact on these sites. This dam-
age will destroy parts of the archaeological 
resource, including subsurface archaeo-
logical deposits that are particularly under-
researched. The loss of these statues could 
have a significant negative impact on the 
tourism economy of Easter Island, affecting 
the livelihoods and resilience of the island-
ers.

Lessons from heritage
But we can learn a lot from some commu-
nities’ response to threat at such sites in the 
study of climate change resilience. While 
increased flooding and extreme weather 

conditions represent a considerable chal-
lenge globally, coastal and river communi-
ties have been living with (and adapting to) 
similar events for centuries.

A good example of this localised adap-
tation can be found on the river island of 
Majuli in the Brahmaputra River in Assam, 
India. Majuli is a landscape of both natu-
ral and cultural significance. The island is 
also home to over 30 ancient monasteries, 
known as sattras, which are repositories of 
both tangible and intangible culture.

Here, annual flooding has led to signifi-
cant erosion of the river and the displace-
ment of communities, many of which live 
outside of the protective levees constructed 
in recent years. Over hundreds of years, 
communities on Majuli have developed 
modular and portable building techniques 
using local materials including building on 
stilts. The river and its annual flooding have 
become part of the everyday experience of 
living on Majuli and is a part of the local 
worldview.

More permanent structures of the sat-
tras are not immune to the impacts of the 
river and some have been moved up to five 
times over the last 300 years. These places 
and their associated cultural heritage have 
evolved to be portable, a valuable skill in a 
landscape which changes regularly.

It should be stressed that, even with 
these adaptations, the current pace of cli-
mate change is unprecedented and its im-
pact on river and coastal communities will 
be disastrous. Yet, by better understanding 
places like Majuli, we will learn much about 
resilience and adaptation to the inevitable 
impacts of climate change.

Cathy Daly is a senior lecturer in history 
and heritage at the University of Lincoln
Jane Downes is a director in Archaeology 

Institute at the University of the Highlands 
and Islands

William Megarry is a lecturer at Queen’s 
University Belfast

H
aresh Lalvani, a professor 
at the Pratt School of Ar-
chitecture, New York, and 
co-founder and director 

of its Center for Experimental Struc-
tures, has long wondered if the way 
of the DNA molecule, which encodes 
all living structures, was a way that 
human-made designs could follow. 
He was in India briefly to receive a 
lifetime achievement award from IIT 
Kharagpur. While passing through 
Mumbai on his way back, he agreed 
to speak with S Ananthanarayanan 
for The Wire about his work.

Lalvani is an internationally rec-
ognised ‘architect-morphologist, 
artist-inventor and design scientist’ 
who looks at architecture beyond 
buildings, to take in shapes and 
forms of all description. His crea-
tions, on display as permanent in-
stallations in New York, in museums 
and in exhibitions, show glimpses 
of new directions and a breakaway 
from uniformity, with the use of 
technology and mathematics, for 
discovery, invention and industrial 
production.

The images (below) show some 
of his creations, a sculpture, a set of 
columns and a set of fruit platters, 
fabricated out of laser-cut sheet met-
al. The sculpture in the first image is 
made of welded pieces of quarter-
inch-thick stainless-steel plate, and 
is installed at a busy street corner in 
New York. The second picture is of 
the AlgoRhythm Columns, 8-12 feet 
tall in folded sheet metal. They are a 
series from which a set of four in tita-
nium are at the Museum of Modern 
Art, New York. The third picture is of 
the Morphing Platters, made of laser-
cut steel, which were shown at an ex-
hibition in 2011 presented by Murray 
Moss. Computer-generated designs 
have been combined with a mix of 

computer-controlled fabrication 
and traditional forming methods.

The concept behind the fluid 
harmony and facility of production 
of these creations is one that was in-
spired by the way living things build. 
Living things are mass-customised, 
with economy in production, yet 
each one is harmonious, suits its 
purpose and is unique. Lalvani con-
ceives of a morphological genome, 
similar to its biological counter-
part, made of DNA and specifies the 
structure of living things, as a math-
ematical construct to specify a set of 
numbers that define a structure. And 
just as changes in the units along the 
length of the DNA change the organ-
ism, varying the parameters along 
the morphological genome would 
alter the form that they represent.

Like the well-known Cartesian 
coordinates x, y and z, which pin-
point a location in three dimen-
sional space, Lalvani proposes that 
the many features of a shape or 
design can be represented by num-
bers in a multidimensional space – a 
many dimensional space, one that 
we cannot physically build, called 
a hyperspace. Each point in hyper-
space would then represent a shape 
or a form. And a change from one 
form to another would correspond 
to a path from one point to another 
in the space, and the changes in the 
numbers along the axes of the space. 
The sequences of these numbers 
represent the genetic code of form. 
In simple terms, in the same way we 
identify a shade of colour by specify-
ing the three numbers for intensity 
of the primary colours, red, green 
and blue, we can specify a shape or 
form by a set of numbers indicated 
by a location in the morphological 
hyperspace.

An architect by training, Lal-
vani brings in a palette of skills and 
knowledge to guide his thinking. 
Biology, genetics, mathematics, par-
ticularly number theory, geometry 

and topology, chemistry, the science 
of materials, computers are all part 
of his ken. “It was a project we did in 
the final semester of my undergrad-
uate architecture studies that set me 
thinking of architecture in a wider 
sense,” he says. “The assignment, in 
fact, was no assignment – we were 
asked to think of our own topic and 
work on it as we liked. Being set free 
brought with it a huge responsibil-
ity.” And in Lalvani’s case, it brought 
growth, study and contemplation, 
and a life-long search.

As an undergraduate, thanks to 
the environment at IIT Kharagpur, 
Lalvani formed a strong connec-
tion with mathematics, engineer-
ing, chemistry and biology. At the 
time, he was in contact with Robert 
Le Ricolais, the French visionary 
considered the ‘father of space struc-
tures’ and who used mathematics 
and natural structures in his work. 
There were also others who shaped 
Lalvani’s thinking, such as the Ger-
man biologist J.G. Helmcke, Frei 
Otto – well-known for tensile and 
membrane structures – and also the 
turn-of-the-century Catalonian, An-
toni Gaudi.

Buckminster Fuller, under whom 
Lalvani did his doctoral work, was 
a powerful influence. As an under-
graduate student, Lalvani had re-
constructed Fuller’s models using 
matchsticks and marbles, and read-
ing Robert Horne’s article on the sim-
ilarities between Fuller’s domes and 
virus structures – the first connection 
between architecture and nano-de-
sign in nature – along with electron 
micrographs of single-celled organ-
isms sent to him in stereo images by 
Helmcke, were watershed moments 
in his development.

In the early 1970s, when he was 
deeply immersed in the relationship 
between architecture and the natu-
ral world, he was invited to a confer-
ence by James Watson, the co-dis-
coverer of the DNA structure. “It was 

during this period that an idea struck 
me. The seemingly infinite variety 
of forms we see in biology, manipu-
lated by just four chemical alphabets 
of DNA, raised a fundamental ques-
tion for me. Is there an equivalent 
for architecture and human-made 
designs… is there a universal genetic 
code of form?”

Shaping and making
Over the years, Lalvani has devel-
oped the idea to considerable so-
phistication. The principles of mor-
phogenomics, or morphological 
informatics, deal with indexing the 
numbers-based morphological ge-
nome so that it could yield families 
of form, from which architecturally 
relevant designs can then be derived. 
Once this indexing is done, similarly 
classified physical constraints would 
need to be overlaid so that only prac-
tical structures are encoded.

And then, when the limits placed 
by the program, function, our senses, 
limits of understanding and cultural 
constraints are imposed, Lalvani, in 
his 2003 essay ‘Organic Approach to 
Architecture’, says that what is left is 
“a morphologically structured net-
work of information … that permits 
digital manipulation of form in the 
design process. When tied to digital 
manufacturing, this enables mass 
customisation in industrial produc-
tion.”

Lalvani describes the egg-shaped 
sculpture in the street corner in New 
York, called SEED54, as a tiling struc-
ture, a curved surface using geomet-
ric shapes like the work of the noted 
Dutch artist M.C. Escher. SEED54 is 
made of irregular hexagons welded 
together, with curving, non-repeat-
ing apertures. The structure was in-
spired by a class of surfaces discov-
ered by the mathematician-physicist 
Roger Penrose, with whose work Lal-
vani was deeply involved in the early 
1980s, while completing his doctoral 
work.

In the AlgoRhythm columns, 
single, continuous metal sheets 
were shaped into fluid forms by 
computer-controlled machines, into 
geometries that arose from math-
ematics. The process, which Lal-
vani patented in collaboration with 
the company Milgo-Bufkin (which 
makes all his metal works), allows 
structures to be modelled and fab-
ricated with greater freedom and 
flexibility than with moulds and dies, 
and obviously of lower cost.

“Integration of shaping (mor-
phology) and making (fabrication) 
into a seamless whole, like it is in 
nature,” says Lalvani. “Seams are at 
the cornerstone… Seams take on 
hyperbolic shapes … and the seams 
guide the sinuous bends,” says Lisa 
Iwamoto, a professor at University 
of California at Berkeley, whose work 
focuses on fabrication techniques 
for architecture, in a review pub-
lished by the Princeton Architectural 
Press.

Lalvani has since been interested 
in new technologies that could cre-
ate self-forming shapes, or structures 
that erect themselves rapidly using 
not joints and rivets but continuous 
surfaces shaped by forces like gravity, 
of their own weight. One application 
that interests him is emergency shel-
ters for people displaced by floods 
and hurricanes.

The Morphing Fruit Platters were 
laser-cut from stainless steel accord-
ing to a computer program that gen-
erated patterns based on the math-
ematical form, the Archimedean 
spiral, and parameterised by the 
distance between a pair of points. As 
and when this distance was varied, 
the program turned out an unending 
series of surreal patterns, each differ-
ent from others, harmonious but not 
symmetric. As the laser cutter was 
controlled by the computer, each 
round of cutting needed no fresh 
die or template and it used the same 
inches of cut. “We would have liked 

it if the patrons at the Design Miami 
2011 exhibition, where we launched 
this product, could have ordered a 
pattern they saw on the computer 
screen and collected the product at 
the checkout.”

“The computer scientist Alan Tu-
ring had suggested that patterns like 
a zebra’s stripes, or a leopard’s spots, 
were based on interacting chemi-
cals,” he continues. “Stephen Wolf-
ram proposed ‘cellular automata’ 
rules that relate combinations of ad-
jacent black and white cells as a basis 
for such patterns. But in the Mor-
phing Platters, we generated pat-
terns based on the distance between 
a pair of points. This was different.”

Coming back to Lalvani’s vision 
of structures taking shape based on 
the “DNA of form”, DNA technology 
is being used to design better crops, 
food, drugs and biofuels. We also 
have artificial intelligence, where 
machines are self-learning to be-
come better at tasks ranging from 
image recognition to operating driv-
erless cars. Lalvani’s ultimate vision 
is to see the link between physical 
building processes, synthetic or or-
ganic, to the morphological genome, 
to create “artificial architecture.”

There is a long way to go, but 
when this happens, “form, space, 
material and process will become 
one”, as in nature. “Objects will begin 
to design and shape themselves.”  In 
the meantime, he is busy refining as-
pects of this work, filling in gaps here 
and there, extending where possi-
ble, and thinking of ways in which 
the convergence of synthetic biol-
ogy and nanotechnology will enable 
us shape and make things at larger 
scales so that they, in turn, will shape 
our environment based on the fun-
damental laws of nature.

S. Ananthanarayanan has been 
writing columns for Indian newspa-
pers on developments in science and 

technology for lay-person readers, 
and blogs at simplescience.in.

Cultural Heritage Has a Lot to Teach Us About Climate Change

Could All Shapes and Forms Have Their Origin in an Architectural Genetic Code?

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There’s a great deal of 
power to your words today, Aries, so be careful 
how you use them. You may end up manipulat-
ing another’s choices if you aren’t careful with 

your conduct. Make sure you give others the freedom and 
empowerment to decide things for themselves. Be open 
and honest about all the facts that might influence their 
decisions in any way.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Answers may 
not be crystal clear today, Taurus. They 
probably won’t be laid out in a neat and 
organized manner. Get out in the open air 

and join friends for a long bike ride. Fly a kite or feel 
the wind blow through your hair on top of a mountain 
peak. The answer is flowing through the air around 
you. Stop looking down at the ground for the informa-
tion you seek.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your head should 
be quite clear today, Gemini, and your witty 
comments will be met with appreciation and 
laughter. Your smile will delight everyone you 

encounter. Don’t be afraid to let your feelings out to those 
who need to hear them. Focus your energy on the ones 
you love. Your heart is warm and generous, so share it with 
other people today.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t worry about 
probing too deeply today, Cancer. Trust people 
more than you normally would. You will find 
that things go much more smoothly if you 

approach them from a neutral or positive and not accu-
satory position. Listen to the people you care about the 
most. They’re trying to convey important information. 
You might not want to hear it now, but in the long run, it’s 
in everyone’s best interests that you do.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You might consider tak-
ing a short trip today, Leo. Perhaps you need to 
get out of the house and go across town. What-
ever it is, introduce your brain to a new reality. 

It’s time to expand and explore. You itch to see new places 
and experience new things, either physically or mentally. 
Perhaps a religious sanctuary or quiet place in grove of 
trees is what you need in order to quench this inner thirst.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your mind might be 
stimulated today, Virgo, so stay alert and open 
to new information. If you feel tired, take a short 
nap. It’s better to operate at top speed and full 

capacity than go through your day only half present. Don’t 
rely on external stimulants like caffeine to pick you up. 
These things will deceive your body and do damage to 
your nervous system. 

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Communication 
is flowing smoothly today, Libra, so take 
advantage of this and get the word out. It’s 
important for you to make connections 

with other people now. Run with your instincts and 
feel free to enter into debates. Your words and tone of 
voice are very convincing. You could sell anything to 
anyone today.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Don’t let fear of 
failure or fear of success hold you back, Scor-
pio. Even though you may feel a natural ten-
dency to want to shrink into the background 

and take the easiest route, you might be sacrificing your 
true purpose when you do. Become the leader instead of 
following the leader. Rid yourself of all fear and take con-
trol of your destiny.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Powerful 
thoughts are running through your brain. 
You will find that this information can be 
transforming, Sagittarius. The key is to learn 

from others and incorporate opposing viewpoints 
into your state of mind. Don’t automatically disregard 
the opinion of another just because it contradicts your 
own beliefs. Teamwork is the name of the game on a 
day like today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Information 
coming your way today might be unreliable, 
Capricorn. It could be hard for you to take 
a solid hold on the messages you get. Keep 

in mind that there are important answers waiting to be 
heard. These answers will come to you when you least ex-
pect them. Keep your mind open to new possibilities and 
the path will open up and become clear. Don’t compro-
mise your consciousness with abusive substances.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Be careful 
about being manipulated by another person 
today, Aquarius. It’s possible that someone is 
putting words in your mouth in order to get 

you to act a certain way. Don’t fall into this trap. Be your 
own person and think for yourself. Your mind is suscep-
tible and vulnerable now. Use your eyes and ears as a 
filter and don’t let people unload their garbage on you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Information you 
receive today may get you stirred up, Pisces. 
Remember that it takes two to start an argu-
ment. You play an equal part in any disagree-

ment. If you want to promote peace and harmony, your 
words and body language must show this. If peace and 
harmony aren’t your ultimate goal, you may need to look 
inside yourself to explore the reasons why.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Cathy Daly, Jane Downes and 
William Megarry  

| The Conversation

S. Ananthanarayanan  
| thewire.in

Kilwa Kisiwani Fort.  Gustavgraves/Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA



NEWS IN BRIEF
3 militants, policeman killed in encoun-
ter in Srinagar
Srinagar, Oct. 17 (PTI): Three militants and a policeman 
were killed during an encounter between ultras and security 
forces in the city on Wednesday, prompting authorities to 
close down schools and snap internet services, officials said. 
Security forces launched a cordon and search operation in 
Fateh Kadal in downtown area of the city following an intel-
ligence about the presence of militants there, they said. 
The militants have been identified as Mehrajuddin Bangroo, 
Fahad Waza and over ground worker Rayees (son of the 
house owner where the encounter took place), they said. 
The policeman killed during the operation was identified as 
constable Kamal. The operation turned into an encounter 
after millitants opened fire on security forces. The district 
administration has closed all schools and educational insti-
tution in the city as a precautionary measure and internet 
services on mobile have also been snapped.

Soldier arrested in Meerut for espio-
nage
Meerut, Oct. 17 (IANS): A soldier has been arrested from 
the Cantonment area here in Uttar Pradesh on charges of 
passing on military information to Pakistan’s intelligence 
agency ISI, an official said on Wednesday. Informed sources 
said the man was passing on “confidential and vital informa-
tion” related to the Western Command. He used end-to-end 
encrypted messages on WhatsApp to spy.  The man has 
been posted here for the past two years with a Signal regi-
ment at Meerut. Military intelligence officers are said to be 
interrogating him. The soldier hails from Uttarakhand and 
has been reportedly in touch with Pakistani officials for the 
past 10 months. A court of enquiry has been ordered

Minor alleges rape in Gurugram, ac-
cused absconding
Gurugram, Oct. 17 (IANS): A 16-year-old girl living in north-
west Delhi alleged rape in Gurugram early this month, 
following which a zero FIR was registered, police said on 
Tuesday. Police said that as per the girl’s complaint lodged 
at the Sector 51 police station here, she met Ankit of Gu-
rugram through a common woman friend last month. “He 
invited me to Gurugram on October 8, took me to a hotel 
and raped me several times after making me consume a 
cold drink spiked with a sedative” the teenager said. “The 
accused warned me not to disclose the crime to anyone 
and threatened me with dire consequences otherwise”, she 
said. The girl said that she was not aware of his residential 
address and even his mobile phone was switched off since 
the sexual assault.

Missing teenage boy found dead in 
Bengal, two arrested
Kolkata, Oct. 17 (IANS): The body of a teenage boy, who 
went missing on Monday, was recovered on Wednesday 
from a bush near his house in West Bengal’s East Midnapore 
district, police said. Anus patra (12) went missing after he 
had gone out for Durga Puja pandal-hopping with friends 
on October 15. His body was recovered on Wednesday 
morning, an officer of the Junput Coastal Police Station said. 
“There were strangulation marks on his neck. It seems he 
was strangulated to death using the T-shirt he was wearing. 
The body has been sent for autopsy,” he said. Police said 
they have arrested two local youths for kidnapping and later 
murdering Patra.

Rajasthan poll: BSP plans to contest on 
all 200 assembly seats
Jaipur, Oct. 17 (PTI): The Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) is plan-
ning to contest on all 200 assembly seats in Rajasthan, a 
senior leader of the party said. The party won three seats in 
the 2013-assembly elections by securing 3.37 per cent vote 
share, which was 7.60 per cent in the 2008-elections when 
the party had won six MLAs. “Our preparations are in full 
swing and we will contest on all 200 seats in the forthcom-
ing elections,” state party vice president Dungarram Gedar 
said. In the last assembly elections, the party had contested 
in 195 constituencies. 
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Sabarimala temple opens: Protests 
turn violent; media bears brunt

Jaswant’s son Manvendra joins Cong.

NCW asks Kerala police to ensure proper security to women   

Death toll in cyclone-
hit Odisha rises to 
52; damage put at 
INR 2,200 crore

AIADMK puts up brave front on founding day; blasts DMK on corruption

#MeToo: 2nd case surfaces against artist Jatin DasGuard shot judge’s 
wife, son in fit of 
fury — Police

PTI

Former Rajasthan BJP MLA Manvendra Singh during a press conference after joining Congress party, in 
New Delhi, Wed., Oct. 17

An elderly woman on her way to Sabarimala Temple as police personnel stand on guard, in 
Pathanamthitta, Wed., Oct 17.

PTI

Jatin Das

Nilackal/Pamba (Kera-
la), Oct. 17 (PTI): Women 
journalists were heckled, 
their vehicles smashed 
and young female Ayyappa 
devotees turned back as 
hordes of Hindu right ac-
tivists besieged the road 
leading to the Sabarimala 
temple whose gates open 
for women of menstrual 
age Wednesday evening 
for the first time after the 
Supreme Court’s verdict.

The political slugfest 
over the Kerala govern-
ment’s decision not to file a 
review petition against the 
apex court order also esca-
lated as tempers frayed in 
areas surrounding the hill 
shrine that were on edge.

Activist Rahul Easwar, 
a front-ranking leader of 
the protesters and votary 
of continuance of the tra-
dition barring girls and 
women between 10 and 
50 years from entering the 
temple, a custom which 
the Supreme Court over-
turned on September 28, 
was arrested at Pamba at 
the foothill from where the 
trek to the shrine begins.

Simmering tension 
prevailing in Nilackal since 
morning erupted into rau-
cous rowdyism as scores of 
activists of fringe groups 
heckled women journalists 
of at least four national TV 
channels and vandalised 
their vehicles.

National TV showed 
protesters wearing black 
and saffron turbans run-
ning after their cars, vio-
lently pounding and kick-
ing the vehicles in a bid to 
stop them from proceed-
ing to Pamba from Nilackal 
on way to Sabarimala.

Unfazed by violent 
protests, Madhavi, a gutsy 
w o m a n  f r o m  A n d h ra 
Pradesh in her 40s, tried to 
climb the Sabarimala hills 
to reach the Lord Ayyappa 
temple but was forced to 
return to Pamba, menaced 
by agitated male devotees. 
She had to be escorted 
back by police.

Hundreds of policemen 
could be seen in Pamba, 

Nilackal and Erumeli--the 
important landmarks on 
way to Sabarimala.

Liby, a woman from 
Kerala’s Alappuzha, also in 
the “banned” age group, 
was prevented from pro-
ceeding to Sabarimala at 

Pathanamthitta bus ter-
minal. She was escorted to 
safety by police.

Both the Congress, the 
main opposition party in 
Kerala, and the BJP, which 
is desperately seeking to 
expand its footprint in the 

state, have lent support to 
the agitation against the 
Supreme Court verdict.

A group of BJP leaders 
held ‘namajapa’ (prayer) 
meeting at Pamba soon 
after police removed the 
members of tantri (head 

The National Commission for Women has 
urged the Kerala police to ensure security 
of women who wish to enter the Sabar-
imala temple and demanded stringent 
action against those taking the law into 
their hands.

The Commission’s response came af-
ter a section of protesters, who are oppos-
ing the decision to allow entry of women 
of all ages into the shrine, indulged in 
violence near the gateway on the foothills 
leading to the hill shrine. 

The Commission, in a letter, asked the 
police to provide security to women who 
wish to enter the temple.

It also sought stringent action against 
those taking the law into their hands and 
asked DGP Kerala Loknath Behera to sub-
mit a detailed action report in the matter 
to the Commission.

Trouble broke out as the agitators, 
who are opposing the decision of Kerala 
government to implement the apex court 
order lifting a ban on entry of women of 
menstrual age into the temple, continued 
to block vehicles of pilgrims and pelted 
stones, disregarding repeated requests by 
police to desist from such acts.

As police began a crackdown, the 
protesters fought pitched battles with 
them. Later the police used lathi-charge 
to disperse the protesters, several of whom 
ran helter-skelter and entered the nearby 
forest area.

A few media personnel present on 
the round were attacked and crew of 
various TV news channels were asked 
to leave the place. They could return 
the spot after more policemen were  
deployed in the area.

priest) family and Pan-
dalam royals, the custo-
dian of the shrine, who 
were protesting against 
the government’s decision 
to enforce the top court’s 
order.

BJP state general sec-
retaries, K Surendran, M 
T Ramesh and Shobha 
Surendran were among 
those present.

They alleged the police 
removed the members of 
the tantri and royal families 
without any provocation.

State Congress work-
ing president K Sudhaka-
ran led his party work-
ers in a protest at Nilackal 
to express solidarity with 
Ayyappa devotees.

An embatt led Left 
Front government reacted 
sharply to the protests, 
with the state’s religious 
trusts minister Kadakam-
pally Surendran calling 
them “politically motivat-
ed”.

Surendran, who re-
viewed the situation and 
preparations for the three-
month-long Mandalam-
Makaravilakku-festival be-
ginning November 17 at 
Sannidhanam (Sabarimala 
temple complex), said the 
government would tackle 
the agitation politically.

“The BJP-RSS are trying 
to create tension and de-
stroy the peaceful atmos-
phere in Kerala for political 
gain. We know the agenda 
of the RSS and BJP very 
well,” he said, and insisted 
the government did not 
want any confrontation 
with believers.

Just before his arrest, 
Easwar, the president of 
Ayyappa Dharma Sena, 
said the protests would be 
“non-violent, non-com-
munal and non-political”.

Easwar, who was kept 
at the Pamba police sta-
tion, said Ayyappa dev-
otees only wanted their 
right under Article 25 of the 
Constitution that provided 
for freedom of conscience 
and free profession, prac-
tice and propagation of 
religion to be protected. 

New Delhi, Oct. 17 (IANS): 
In a big boost to the Con-
gress ahead of Assembly 
elections in Rajasthan, 
Manvendra Singh, son of 
former Union Minister 
and one of the founders 
of the BJP, Jaswant Singh, 
joined the Congress on  
Wednesday.

Singh had a meeting 
with Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi in the morning 
and the announcement of 
his induction into the party 
was made at a press confer-
ence later by General Secre-
tary Ashok Gehlot, a former 
Chief Minister of Rajasthan, 
and other leaders, including 
Rajasthan Pradesh Congress 
chief Sachin Pilot.

An MLA from Sheo in 
Barmer, he quit the Bharati-
ya Janata Party in Septem-

ber, upset over the sidelining 
of his father in the party ever 
since the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections in which he was 
not given a party ticket. Jas-
want Singh, a Rajput leader, 
has faded away from public 
life after he went into a coma 
a few years ago.  

With Singh’s induction 
the Congress is hoping to 
garner Rajput votes in the 
assembly elections.  At the 
press conference, it was 
also announced that former 
Maharashtra BJP MLA Ash-
ish Deshmukh, who repre-
sented Katol Assembly in 
the Vidarbha region, has 
joined the party. 

He had stepped down as 
an MLA earlier in the month 
over the Rafale jet deal.

Speaking to the media, 
Singh, a former Lok Sabha 

member, said he joined the 
Congress over the persistent 
targeting by the Vasundhara 
Raje-led BJP in Rajasthan. 
He said the problem began 
in 2014 when the BJP denied 
his father Jaswant Singh a 
party ticket in the Lok Sabha 
polls.

“We have been con-
sistently targeted by Chief 
Minister Raje and the BJP. 
Joining the Congress was 
not a personal decision, 
rather a decision of the 
masses who want to teach 
the BJP government a les-
son,” Singh told the media 
here.

Voting to elect  the 
new assembly in Rajas-
than would be held on  
D e c e m b e r  7  a n d  t h e  
counting of votes would 
take place on December 11.

Bhubaneswar, Oct. 17 
(IANS): The number of 
deaths in cyclone Titli-hit 
Odisha increased to 52, and 
the state government more 
than doubled the compen-
sation amount to the kin of 
the deceased, an official said 
on Wednesday. Authorities 
conducted a review meet-
ing to assess the extent of 
damage due to the cyclone 
that battered the state on 
October 11. 

The coastal state is es-
timated to have suffered 
damages worth Rs 2,200 
crore, Chief Secretary Adi-
tya Prasad Padhi.  “As per 
the primary damage as-
sessment report, the overall 
damage including infra-
structure and agriculture 
has been estimated at Rs 
2,200 crore,” Padhi said.

A final damage assess-
ment report will be prepared 
within two days, he added.

“39 deaths are reported 
from Gajapati district alone. 
12 deaths are reported from 
Ganjam district and one 
from Kandhamal district,” 
said Special Relief Commis-
sioner (SRC) Bishnupada 
Sethi after the review meet-
ing. The state government 
enhanced the compensa-
tion amount from Rs 4 lakh 
to Rs 10 lakh for each family 
of the deceased.

The state government 
on Tuesday released Rs 
102 crore for the people of 
Gajapati, Ganjam and Raya-
gada - the worst affected dis-
tricts. Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik, who visited Gajap-
ati and Ganjam districts, 
announced that Baraghara 
village will be shifted from 
the hilltop to the foothills.

Chennai, Oct. 17 (PTI): 
Beset by graft cases filed 
by DMK against its senior 
leaders, including the Chief 
Minister K Palniswami, AI-
ADMK celebrated its 47th 
foundation day by launch-
ing a spirited counter attack 
on its arch rival,calling its 
chief M K Stalin “the em-
bodiment of corruption.”

At the main event at 
the AIADMK headquarters 
here, Palaniswami and his 
deputy O Panneerselvam 
hoisted the party flag and 
garlanded statues of its 
founder M G Ramachan-
dran and his successor J 

Jayalalithaa.
Fisheries minister D 

Jayakumar launched a no 
holds barred attack on 
DMK, raking up the Sarka-
ria Commission report 
that led to the dismissal 
of the DMK government 
in 1976.

He was responding to 
reporters’ queries on DMK’s 
charges of corruption in 
award of road contracts by 
Palaniswami, over which 
the Madras High Court has 
ordered a CBI probe.

The DMK had moved 
the court against Palan-
iswami and a few of his 

ministerial colleagues, al-
leging corruption.

For the last two years, 
the founding day celebra-
tions have been a low key 
affair after the untimely 
demise of AIADMK’s char-
ismatic leader Jayalalithaa 
in December 2016.

The post Jayalalithaa 
era has seen a churning in 
AIADMK, with ouster of the 
Sasikala family from the 
party by Palaniswami and 
Paneereselvam led groups 
after their merger.

Ousted leader T T V 
Dhinakaran,nephew of V 
K Sasikala,who has floated 

his outfit AMMK and has 
been a thorn in the flesh 
of the Dravidian party, has 
said he would retrieve the 
party.

Sasikala, serving a four 
year term in a Bengaluru jail 
in a disproportionate assets 
case,had recently moved 
the Election Commission, 
praying for an election for 
the post of general secre-
tary, from which she was 
removed, by appointing an 
observer.

Targeting DMK, Jaya-
kumar also alleged that its 
government was the only 
one to have been dismissed 

on corruption charges.
“Is there anything more 

shameful than this?... Stalin 
is the embodiment of cor-
ruption,” he charged.

Jayakumar expressed 
confidence that AIADMK 
would survive the next 100 
years and said the ongoing 
celebrations are a befit-
ting reply to its adversaries, 
who expected that the party 
would fold up after the de-
mise of Jayalalithaa.

“We will continue to 
survive for the next 100 
years, will celebrate the 
golden jubilee in the next 
three years and diamond 

jubilee after 25 years,” he 
said.

Referring to Dhinaka-
ran’s claims that he would 
“retrieve” AIADMK, the 
minister said the AMMK 
leader would not stand a 
chance of retaining his RK 
Nagar seat if there was a 
re-election.

On the day, seven AIAD-
MK workers who lost their 
lives during party related 
works in the state were each 
given Rs two lakh, those in-
jured were given Rs 50,000 
each and a mobile applica-
tion for blood donation was 
launched.

New Delhi, Oct. 17 (IANS): Artist 
Jatin Das was named on Wednes-
day by writer Garusha Katoch in 
a second allegation against the 
Padma Bhushan recipient, accus-
ing him of trying to kiss her forcibly 
when she had interned under him 
in 2013.

The “renowned painter... tried 
to take advantage of me when I 
was 20. Five years too late but it 
is about time I speak up”, Katoch 
tweeted referring to a December 
2013 incident at Das’ house.

“He leaned in and hugged me 
tight almost trying to kiss me. I 
looked away, I had tears in eyes, 
I am sure he saw them,” said the 
25-year-old. Relating her experi-
ence with Das during her first 
“internship opportunity” at JD 
Centre of Art, where the painter is 
the founder-chairman, Katoch de-
scribes her daily experience as she 
started feeling uneasy around him.

She said in her tweets that Das 
everyday delayed her after her 
work hours while other interns 
left the Shahpur Jat office in south 
Delhi at 4.30 p.m., he would invari-
ably make her linger on till 7 or 8 
p.m. piling some job on her at the 
last moment.

When on Day 3, Das offered 
Katoch to move in with him in a 
spare room to save her rent, the 
writer said: “I felt cagey and my 

Gurugram, Oct. 17 (IANS):  Gurugram’s 
Additional District and Sessions Judge 
Krishan Kant’s wife and son were shot 
at by the judge’s security guard in a fit 
of fury, a senior police officer said on 
Wednesday.

Ritu (38) and Dhruv (18) were 
fired at by Haryana Police Consta-
ble Mahipal Singh (32) at the busy 
Arcadia market in Sector 49 here on 
October 13 afternoon. Deputy Com-
missioners of Police Sumit Kuhar and 
Sulochana Gajraj officially addressed 
the media for the first time after the 
incident.

The victims had gone to shop at the 
market. When they returned, Mahipal 
Singh was not near the car.

“Upset over his absence, Ritu 
scolded Mahipal Singh while Dhruv 
asked him to hand over keys of the car. 
Angry over their behaviour, the guard 
first started beating Dhruv who was 
seated on the passenger seat. A few 
minutes later he shot at him twice,” 
Kuhar said.

 “The accused also beat up the 
judge’s wife before shooting at her,” the 
officer said. 

Asked if the guard was harassed 
by the judge’s family, Kuhar said the 
killer told the interrogators that it was 
a “cold-blooded attack”.

chest tightened. In my mind I knew 
it was my last day. I will quit.” 

He offered her a ride as it was 
way after her working hours, Ka-
toch said and Uber and Ola were 
still not there. She said only a year 
had passed after the “Nirbhaya” 
episode and she took his offer.

But Das took a detour, she 
claimed, and first took her to his 
home in Asiad Village in Hauz Khas 
to show her a spare room and that’s 
where he tried to kiss her.

He also tried to put a pair of 
socks on her “beautiful feet” saying 
“You must be so cold...I had never 

felt so disgusted before”, she added.
Katoch panicked and did not 

know how to reach out to her 
parents who lived in Himachal 
Pradesh.  “So why am I speaking 
now? Not because I am a victim, 
not because I have any agenda. 
I am speaking now so that any 
woman or man going through this 
at workplace or beyond does not go 
through what I went through.

“Self-doubt, fear of the power-
ful figure, fear of the society or fear 
of going out is not your destiny. 
Don’t take 5 years or 10 years to 
speak up,” she wrote.
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Afghan election candidate 
among four killed in bomb attack

Anna Burns wins 50th Man 
Booker Prize for ‘Milkman’ 

Attack on Crimea college kills at least 17

Maldives leader accepts 
defeat despite court challenge

Young Rohingya girls largest group 
of trafficking victims — UN agency

Pompeo meets Turkish President 
over missing Saudi journalistChina successfully tests 

world’s largest unmanned 
transport drone

Kandahar (Afghanistan), Oct. 
17 (PTI/AFP): A bomb placed 
under a sofa killed four Afghans 
including an election candidate on 
Wednesday, officials said, as deadly 
violence escalates ahead of the 
October 20 parliamentary ballot.

The Taliban quickly claimed 
responsibility for the attack, which 
takes the number of candidates 
killed so far during the campaign 
season to at least 10.

Abdul Jabar Qahraman had 
been meeting with supporters in 
his campaign office in the southern 
province of Helmand - a Taliban 
stronghold - when a bomb hidden 

under a sofa exploded, provincial 
governor spokesman Omar Zhwak 
told AFP.

Qahraman was among four 
people killed by the blast in the 
provincial capital Lashkar Gah, 
interior minister Wais Ahmad Bar-
mak told reporters. Another seven 
were wounded and three suspects 
have been arrested, he added.

President Ashraf Ghani con-
demned the attack on Qahraman, 
who he had sent to Helmand in 
2016 as an envoy to help defeat the 
Taliban. Qahraman later resigned.

In other poll-related violence, 
gunmen ambushed a candidate’s 

convoy in Logar province, near 
Kabul, on Wednesday, provincial 
governor spokesman Shamshad 
Laraway said.

And later an improvised explo-
sive device blew up near the cam-
paign rally of another candidate in 
the Logar provincial capital Pule 
Alam, Laraway said.

There were no casualties in 
either attack.

Official campaigning for the 
ballot ends at midnight Wednes-
day.

Most of the 10 candidates who 
have died in the lead-up to the 
election were murdered in targeted 

killings.
Qahraman was the second can-

didate killed in Lashkar Gah this 
month, after Saleh Mohammad 
Asikzai was among eight people 
killed in a suicide attack last week.

That incident came a day after 
the Taliban warned candidates 
to withdraw from the parliamen-
tary election, which the group has 
vowed to attack.

The Taliban issued a fresh 
warning Wednesday calling on 
“educational workers” to stop 
schools being turned into polling 
centres and prevent teachers and 
students from participating as 
election workers.

Violence has increased ahead 
of the long-delayed vote, with hun-
dreds of people killed or wounded 
in poll-related attacks across the 
country.

Preparations for the ballot have 
been in shambles and with days to 
go, organisers are still struggling to 
distribute voting materials to more 
than 5,000 polling centres.

The election for parliament’s 
lower house is seen as a dry run for 
the presidential vote scheduled for 
April and organisers have said it 
would not be delayed any further.

It also is seen as a key milestone 
ahead of a UN meeting in Geneva 
in November, where Afghanistan 
will be under pressure to show 
progress on “democratic proc-
esses”.

Almost nine million people 
have registered to vote, but observ-
ers expect far fewer to turn out due 
to the threat of militant attacks and 
expectations of widespread fraud. 

More than 50,000 members of 
Afghanistan’s already overstretched 
security forces are being deployed 
to protect polling centres on elec-
tion day. 

London, Oct. 17 (IANS): 
Anna Burns from Northern 
Ireland has won the 2018 
Man Booker Prize for her 
third novel “Milkman”. She 
won the much coveted 
50,000 pound award for 
her timely, troubles-set 
novel about a young wom-
an being sexually harassed 
by a powerful man.

Burns, 56, became the 
first Northern Irish winner 
of the award and accepted 
the prize at a ceremony 
at Guildhall here late on 
Tuesday.  She is also the 
first female winner since 
2012, when Hilary Mantel 
took the award with “Bring 
Up the Bodies”.

Booker’s chair of judg-
es, the philosopher Kwame 
Anthony Appiah, said that 
the novel is “incredibly 
original”.  “Milkman” is 
narrated by an unnamed 
18-year-old girl, known 
as “middle sister”, who is 
being pursued by a much 
older paramilitary figure, 
the milkman.

“None of us has ever 
read anything like this 
before,” said Appiah, an-
nouncing the prize. 

“Anna Burns’ utterly 
distinctive voice challeng-
es conventional thinking 
and form in a surprising 
and immersive prose. It is 
a story of brutality, sexual 
encroachment and resist-
ance threaded with mor-
dant humour.”

Written in lengthy 
blocks of paragraphs, es-
chewing character names 
for descriptions, Appiah 
admitted that “Milkman” 
could be seen as “challeng-
ing, but in the way a walk 
up Snowdon is challeng-
ing. It is definitely worth it 
because the view is terrific 
when you get to the top,” 
he said.  Previous Irish 
winners, including John 
Banville, Anne Enright 
and Roddy Doyle, all come 
from the Irish Republic. 

Burns beat writers in-
cluding American literary 
heavyweight Richard Pow-

ers, Canadian Esi Edugyan 
and Daisy Johnson, at 27 
the youngest author ever 
to be shortlisted for the 
award. 

According to Appiah, 
the judges, picking from a 
shortlist that delved into 
some dark themes, were 
“unanimous” in their 
choice of winner -- and not 
influenced by concerns 
that picking a third Ameri-
can winner in a row could 
cause controversy.

Burns, who was born 
in Belfast and now lives in 
East Sussex, drew on her 
own experiences growing 
up in what she called “a 
place that was rife with 
violence, distrust and para-
noia”. 

As the milkman presses 
his advances on the reluc-
tant middle sister, rumours 
begin that she is having an 
affair with him. 

Milkman also spoke 
to the concerns of today, 
Appiah said. “I think this 
novel will help people 
think about #MeToo ... It 
is to be commended for 
giving us a deep and subtle 
and morally and intellectu-
ally challenging picture of 
what #MeToo is about.”

First awarded in 1969, 
the Man Booker Prize is 
recognised as the leading 
award for quality literary 
fiction written in English. 

Its list of winners in-
cludes many of the giants 
of the last five decades, 
from Salman Rushdie to 
Margaret Atwood, Iris Mur-
doch to J.M. Coetzee. 

The prize has also rec-
ognised many authors 
early in their careers, in-
cluding Eleanor Catton, 
Aravind Adiga and Ben 
Okri. 

No Indian authors 
were longlisted or short-
listed for the 50th edition 
of the prize. 

Simferopol, Oct. 17 (PTI/AFP): 
At least 17 people were killed and 
dozens more wounded, most of 
them teenagers, after an attack 
on a college in Russian-annexed 
Crimea on Wednesday, with con-
flicting versions referring to a lone 
shooter and a bomb.

Russia’s Investigative Commit-
tee said the attack was carried out 
by 18-year-old student Vladislav 
Roslyakov, who was captured on 
security camera footage carrying 
a gun in the technical college in 
Kerch and whose body was later 
found with gunshot wounds.

The Investigative Committee, 
which probes major incidents, 
had initially classified the attack as 
an act of terror, but later said it was 
investigating a mass murder after 
“this young man shot dead people 
in the college and then committed 
suicide,” adding that all victims 
died of gunshot wounds.

The attack had first been 
reported as an explosion, with 
Russia’s National Anti-Terrorism 
Committee saying an “unidenti-
fied explosive device” had gone 
off.

Committee spokesman Andrei 
Przhezdomsky said bomb squads 

were working “at the blast site”, 
adding that the body of Roslyakov 
was found in the college next to a 
pump-action gun.

The Investigative Committee 
said 17 were killed in the attack 
which took place at around 12 
noon (0900 GMT) on the peninsu-
la, which was annexed by Moscow 
from Ukraine in 2014.

However Crimean leader Ser-
gei Aksyonov told Russian Ros-
siya-24 television that the death 
toll had risen to 18, with more 
than 40 injured.

“The supposed killer shot 
himself, it’s a student in the fourth 
year who was studying at the col-
lege. His body was found in the li-
brary on the first floor,” Aksyonov 
wrote on Facebook.

The Investigative Commit-
tee said most of the victims were 
teenagers. The college’s website 
says it accepts students in the last 
three grades of school, from the 
age of 14.

Aksyonov announced three 
days of mourning from Thursday 
over the “terrible tragedy”.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, who is currently in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi, said in 

televised comments that a “tragic 
event” had happened and that 
“as a result of an explosion of an 
explosive device, people died and 
many are injured”.

He was speaking during talks 
with Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi and made the state-
ment before the Investigative 
Committee said the crime was a 
mass shooting rather than a ter-
rorist attack.

“It’s already clear that it’s a 
crime, the motive and possible 
versions for this tragedy are being 
carefully examined,” Putin said.

“I want to express condo-
lences to the relatives of the dead 
and express the hope that the 
injured recover as quickly as pos-
sible,” the president said, calling 
for a minute’s silence to mourn 
the victims.

Kerch is linked to the Russian 
mainland by a bridge opened by 
Putin in May.

Witnesses said that the at-
tacker fired shots but also spoke 
of hearing an explosion.

A student at the college who 
asked not to give his name told 
AFP that “I was in a class when I 
heard shooting on the first floor.” 

Colombo, Oct. 17 (PTI/AFP): Outgo-
ing Maldives President Abdulla Yameen 
told the nation Wednesday he accepted 
defeat in last month’s elections, even as 
the strongman ruler lobbies the Supreme 
Court to call a fresh poll. 

In a televised address to the nation, 
Yameen made no reference to his con-
troversial legal bid to annul the results 
of the election he lost despite stifling his 
opponents. “This is my final address to the 
nation before I leave,” said the 59-year-old 
whose term in office ends on November 17.

“During my tenure, the most difficult 
thing for me was my failure to learn about 
the people. I just couldn’t find out what 
shapes their wishes.” 

He said that he hoped to “serve the 
people” after leaving office, without elabo-
rating further.

Yameen had already conceded defeat, 
under pressure from abroad, after his op-
ponent Ibrahim Mohamed Solih emerged 
the winner in the September 23 poll.

But last week he filed a petition against 
the results in the Supreme Court, defying 
threats of possible sanctions.

The court Tuesday refused to accept 
the testimony of three unnamed witnesses 

put forward by Yameen’s lawyers, suggest-
ing the bench was moving closer to ruling 
against him.

Yameen successfully lobbied the same 
court in 2013 to nullify election results as 
he trailed an opposition candidate, which 
ultimately allowed him to narrowly win a 
run-off poll.

He has ruled with an iron-fist ever 
since, crushing dissent and jailing or exil-
ing all his major opponents.

Yameen alleges the country’s elections 
commission used disappearing ink on 
ballot papers to unfairly favour the op-
position.His lawyers said the anonymous 
witnesses could show the vote was rigged.

The court’s rejection of the witnesses 
has all but cleared the final obstacle before 
Solih, a relatively unknown opposition fig-
ure, takes the oath of office on November 
17. Ahead of the court hearing in the capital 
Male, the US had warned “appropriate 
measures” would be taken if the will of the 
Maldivian people was undermined. 

Washington and its allies have been 
concerned by growing Chinese influ-
ence in the strategically positioned In-
dian Ocean archipelago, especially under 
Yameen’s authoritarian rule.

United Nations, Oct. 17 (PTI): The 
number of Rohingya refugees has 
reached nearly one million, with young 
girls sold into forced labour in Bangla-
desh accounting for the largest group 
of trafficking victims, according to a UN 
agency.

The UN Migration Agency (IOM) 
said on Tuesday that families desperate 
to earn money were frequently sending 
their daughters to work in dangerous 
environments.

The IOM said that women and girls 
lured into forced-labour accounted for 
two-thirds of those receiving the agency’s 
support in Cox’s Bazar and another 10 
per cent were victims of sexual exploita-
tion.

It said men and boys also were not 
exempt and account for about a third of 
refugees forced into labour.

Despite the often false promises of 
work and a better life, some victims are 
unaware of the risks or so desperate to 
escape the situation, that no measure is 
too drastic, it said.

“Sacrificing one family member for 
the sake of the rest of the family” is the 
rationale, Dina Parmer, IOM’s head of 
protection services in Cox’s Bazar, said 

in a statement.
The agency said that number of 

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh has 
reached nearly one million. 

The IOM’s counter-trafficking and 
protection staff have helped nearly 100 
people who have escaped trafficking 
situations and returned to Cox’s Bazar 
since the crisis began in August 2017.

An estimated 7,00,000 Rohingya 
Muslims have fled Rakhine State since 
the military crackdown, resulting in a 
major crisis in neighbouring Bangla-
desh.

The agency has provided physical 
and mental health assistance, legal 
counselling, shelters and emergency 
cash assistance to support survivors, 
but due to the nature of human traffick-
ing, many victims are reluctant to come 
forward and are unaccounted for.

According to Parmer, the Rohingya 
refugee community is extremely vulner-
able to human trafficking due to their 
brutal life experiences and lack of edu-
cation wrought by long-term discrimi-
nation back home in Myanmar, where 
they have been an oppressed minority 
for decades.

The IOM and NGO partners are de-

veloping creative ways to communicate 
the dangers of trafficking in the camps, 
including comic illustrations, street 
drama and music illustrating real-life 
stories to spread the message.

One Rohingya woman, working 
gruelling hours for little pay in the fish-
processing industry, told the agency that 
there were very limited number of jobs 
in the refugee camps and for women 
almost nothing.

The UN and the US have said the 
violence against Rohingyas amounted 
to ethnic cleansing.

Myanmar authorities have said that 
military crackdown against the rebels 
was aimed at rooting out Rohingya mili-
tants who attacked police posts on the 
August 25.

According to the Red Cross esti-
mates, only about 300,000 Rohingya 
remain in the entire state.

Myanmar and Bangladesh have 
reached a deal on the return of hundreds 
of thousands of Rohingyas that sidelined 
the UN refugee agency. According to the 
agreement, which was finalised in Myan-
mar’s capital Nay Pyi Daw early last year, 
a two-year deadline has been set for the 
repatriation of the Rohingyas.

Ankara, Oct. 17 (IANS): 
US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo held talks with 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan here on 
Wednesday following his 
trip to Saudi Arabia to dis-
cuss the case of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi who dis-
appeared two weeks ago 
after entering his country’s 

consulate in Istanbul.
The meeting in Ankara 

came following the Turk-
ish and the US media re-
ports that Khashoggi was 
killed minutes after he ar-
rived at the building for 
paperwork on October 2. 
The reports cited the Turk-
ish officials as saying that 
there were audio record-

ings proving he was beaten 
and drugged, then brutally 
killed and dismembered.

Erdogan received Pom-
peo at Ankara’s Esenboga 
Airport in the morning 
and later Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said the meeting between 
the President and the top 
US official had been “ben-
eficial and fruitful”, the 
BBC reported.

Before Turkey, Pompeo 
was in Saudi Arabia for 
talks with King Salman, 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman and Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubeir. He 
said Saudi Arabia’s leaders 
“strongly denied” involve-
ment in the journalist’s 
disappearance.

Saudi’s leadership told 
Pompeo it was committed 
to a full and transparent 
inquiry into Khashoggi’s 
disappearance. Khashoggi 
was a permanent resident 
of the US in self-imposed 
exile who penned a col-
umn in the Washington 
Post and was a fierce 
critic of Riyadh’s human 
rights violations and of the 
Crown Prince’s policies.

Beijing, Oct. 17 (PTI): China has successfully tested 
the world’s largest unmanned transport drone which 
can carry a payload of 1.5 tonnes, official media re-
ported on Wednesday.

A large commercial drone Feihong-98 (FH-98) 
developed and modified by the China Academy of 
Aerospace Electronics Technology made a successful 
test flight at Baotou test site in North China’s Inner 
Mongolia autonomous region on Tuesday, state-run 
China Daily reported. Feihong-98 (FH-98) is now the 
world’s largest unmanned transport aircraft, with a 
maximum payload of up to 1.5 tonnes, it said.

It was adapted from the prototype of the Shifei 
Y5B, a China-developed transport plane.

As China’s first fully domestically-built transport 
aircraft, the Shifei Y5B has a history of over 60 years 
since its first flight in 1957 and has been widely used.

According to Liu Meixuan, president of the China 
Academy of Aerospace Electronics Technology, the 
FH-98 features simple take-off and landing, simple 
operation, advanced technology, at an affordable cost.

The FH-98 has a maximum takeoff weight of 5.25 
tonnes, a maximum capacity of 1.5 tonnes and 15 
cubic metres, a flight height of 4,500 metres, a cruis-
ing speed of 180 kilometers per hour, and a maximum 
range of 1,200 kms, the report said. China has been 
making advances in the development of Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles. On October 9, state media reported 
that China will sell 48 of its Wing Loong II high-end 
reconnaissance and multi-role Chinese drones to its 
all-weather ally Pakistan.

AP/PTI

Security forces investigate an explosion that killed Abdul Jabar Qahraman, a candidate in parliamentary elections, at his home, in Lashkar 
Gah, the capital of southern Helmand province, Afghanistan, Wednesday, Cot. 17, 2018. The bomb blast killed  Qahraman on Wednesday 
as the Taliban warned teachers and students not to participate in upcoming elections and not to allow schools to be used as polling centers.

AP/PTI

Britain’s Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall presents the Man Booker 
Prize for Fiction 2018 to British writer Anna Burns during the prize’s 
50th year at the Guildhall in London, Tuesday, Oct. 16, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, right, and U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo shake hands before a meeting at the Esenboga 
Airport in Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2018.  
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Seen in the photos are some of the art works displayed at Artsy 
Naga blog. 

Suniel Shetty supports ‘Let Avni Live’ campaign
Actor Suniel Shetty has come out in support of a campaign to save man-eating tigress Avni 
from being killed. The “Hera Pheri” actor on Wednesday tweeted: “Chasing and killing a 
mother means risking the lives of young babies, especially when she’s not been getting out 
of the forest and has confined herself to her home, the forest.” “We must show her respect, 
respect the forest and let them live in peace. Let Avni live,” Suniel added. The five-year-old 
tigress is currently the focus of a hunt for the past two months after she allegedly killed 
human beings in the lush Pandharkawada forests of Yavatmal in eastern Maharashtra last 
year. The Bombay High Court’s Nagpur Bench on Tuesday admitted a PIL that sought a 
stay on plans to kill Avni and instead capture her alive. According to the change.org peti-
tion to save Avni, her killing “would eventually result in the death of her two cubs too, as 
they are both too young to hunt and survive on their own”. (IANS)

Magnum Opus on October 24 
and 25th at Urban Haat 

Ariana Grande to stay away from 
social media following split

Godsmack postpone Euro 
tour after unexpected death 
of Tony Rombola’s son

Northeast festival in New 
Delhi from October 26
Fashion designer Khrielasier Liezietsu 
to represent Nagaland 

O
rganised by Act Of 
Kindness, the Magnum 
Opus IV will be held at 
Urban Haat in Di-
mapur on October 24 

and the 25th. 
An update from the organisers 

issued on October 17 stated that this 
year’s Magnum Opus would be from 
a destination blog - Artsy Naga. 

Artsy Naga is said to be a blog 
for all art lovers, creative heads and 
artist to explore their creativity. ‘It’s 
mission is to provide a platform 
to connect and bring together like 
minded people to contribute to our 
society by helping people under-
stand and appreciate art especially 
amongst the Naga youths. It springs 
from a noble thought that there are 

many talented young Naga artist 
whose work needs to be discussed 
and valued. These fine arts are also 
an expression of an evolving and 
growing society which needs to be 
encouraged,’ the update informed.

The blog is said to be spearhead-
ed by Tunavi Achumi, who com-
pleted his BA at VFX and animation 
from arena animation in Bangalore. 

D
avid Coverdale recalled 
the “madness and may-
hem” of his first concert 
as Deep Purple singer in 
1973, and admitted he 

wasn’t in a position to contribute to 
the destruction that was taking place 
around him.

The Mark III lineup -- consisting 
of Ritchie Blackmore, Ian Paice, Jon 
Lord, Glenn Hughes and Coverdale 
-- played its first show in Copenhagen 
on Dec. 9 of that year, four months 
after Coverdale had been recruited 
as an unknown working in a clothes 
shop, and ahead of the release of 
Deep Purple’s Burn album.

“I walk onstage for the first time 
– where it came from, I don’t know, 
but I still do it – ‘Are you ready?’ I 
screamed into the microphone, and 
I’ve got a very powerful voice,” Cov-
erdale told Uncle Joe Benson on the 
Ultimate Classic Rock Nights radio 
show. “So, like, everybody goes, ‘Oh 
my God!’ and there’s this roar from I 
don’t know how many thousands of 
people. And it was great.”

The moment seemed to energize 

the lineup, which knew it had a lot 
to prove after having parted ways 
with Ian Gillan and Roger Glover 
six months earlier. “Suddenly I’m 
singing, Ritchie’s smashing a guitar, 
dragging amp stacks over,” Coverdale 
recalled. “Paice is trashing his drums. 
And I’ve like become a member 
of the audience while I’m actually 
onstage. Lordy’s thrashing his organ, 
boys and girls, thrashing his organ 
every which way! And I’m going, ‘My 
God, I should do something, I should 
do something … ’ I’m going, ‘I can’t 
afford to smash anything!’”

He quickly made a decision. “I 
had a ring on, which was like ten 
bucks, so I took it off with great 
drama, threw it on the floor and 
stamped on it,” he said. “That was 
my contribution to the madness and 
mayhem!”

Be sure to listen to Ultimate Clas-
sic Rock Nights on more than 50 sta-
tions across the U.S. from 7PM until 
midnight, Monday through Friday. 
You can see the list of radio stations 
where it airs here.

Ultimateclassicrock

S
inger Ariana Grande plans to 
quit social media following her 
split from “Saturday Night Live” 
star Pete Davidson.

Just two days after it was 
revealed that the 25-year-old singer and 
Davidson have called off their engage-
ment, Grande announced an internet 
hiatus, reported people.com.

“Ok today was very special and I am 
so grateful I was able to be there,” Grande 
said in a post on her Instagram Stories, 
which has since been deleted in reference 

to Tuesday’s taping of “A Very Wicked Hal-
loween”. “Time to say bye bye again to the 
internet for just a little bit. It’s hard not to 
bump news and stuff that I’m not trying 
to see... It’s very sad and we’re all trying 
very hard to keep going. Love you and 
thank you for being here always,” Grande 
added.

The announcement came just a few 
hours after Grande spoke candidly about 
her “anxiety” in a different Instagram 
Stories post.

IANS

D
ef Leppard had 
never played Love 
Bites together in the 
same room when 
it hit the top of the 

charts back in 1988, says guitarist 
Phil Collen.

The song was just one of 
seven smash hit singles from 
1987’s Hysteria – and was their 
only track to make it to no.1 on 
the Billboard Hot 100.

But in a new interview with 
Spotify’s Under Cover podcast, 
Collen says they struggled to pull 
the song together following its 
release as they had recorded it 
piecemeal in the years before the 

album’s release.
He says: “We’d never played 

Love Bites together when we 
released it. It was a studio song. 
We did bits and pieces here, and 
the next year we did some in 
another studio and tracked crazy 
vocals.

“We release it and it goes to 
no.1 on Billboard and we’ve never 
played it – our only no.1 Billboard 
single. 

“Pour Some Sugar On Me was 
no.2, Armageddon It was two, 
we’ve had top 10s and all that. 
This was no.1 and we didn’t know 
how to play it. It was a real strug-
gle playing guitar and singing at 

the same time – there’s so many 
vocals on it, but we finally got it.”

Collen also talks about why 
they decided to cover Depeche 
Mode’s Personal Jesus for a 
Spotify session earlier this year.

He says: “We did a covers 
album called Yeah! and we made 
a point to not do Beatles, Stones 
or Zeppelin – the run of the mill 
stuff. When this session came up, 
what was really interesting was 
that everyone was going, ‘Maybe 
be could do an Eagles song or an 
Abba song.’

“It was like, ‘No! That’s naff, 
that’s passé. Let’s do something 
that we wouldn’t have normally 

done. It would be really cool to do 
something that’s quite vital.’

“And Ronan, who’s our out-
front guy, used Personal Jesus to 
test the PAs.

Last week, Def Lep an-
nounced a new Best Of album 
which will include Personal Jesus, 
Hysteria: The Singles box set and 
launched a new track We All Need 
Christmas.

Def Leppard have also 
received their first-ever nomina-
tion for The Rock And Roll Hall 
Of Fame. We’ll have to wait until 
December to find out if they’ve 
made it in.

Loudersound

G
odsmack 
have post-
poned their 
forthcoming 
European tour 

after the unexpected death 
of guitarist Tony Rombola’s 
son. The tour was due to 
kick off in Stockholm later 
this month.   

In a statement, Gods-
mack frontman Sully Erna 
said: “With my deepest 
regrets, and on behalf of 
our guitarist Tony and his 
wife Sue, I am personally 
writing this message to all 
of our fans worldwide to 
inform you that Tony and 
his family have suffered a 
loss that no parent should 
ever have to endure. Tony 
and Sue’s son Joe Fay 
passed away last week, 
unexpectedly, at the young 
age of 34. 

“He was one of the 

kindest and most humble 
guys I had ever met. And, 
he was a fan. Just like all 
of you. He literally lived 
the success of Godsmack 
through his Dad. He was 
always so excited and 
proud just to be around all 
of us, and we will all miss 
him deeply. As we await 
more information on how 
this happened, we humbly 
ask that you respect Tony 
and his family’s privacy as 
they take time to process 
this and heal. 

“We appreciate all of 
your patience, prayers and 
support in this very trying 
time. And I promise you, 
we are coming back bigger 
and stronger in the begin-
ning of 2019, and we will 
honour all of these tour 
dates in Europe and across 
this globe.”

Loudersound

Birthday 
Greetings

Dear Kritika
Many, many happy 
returns of the day to 
you.
Happy 4th birthday

From Mom, dad, un-
cles, aunties, grannies, 
grandpas and all your 

near and dear ones. 

N
aga fashion 
designer 
Khrielasier 
Liezietsu will 
be showcas-

ing his collection at the 
fashion show of Northeast 
festival 2018.

An update issued on 
October 17 stated that the 
Norhteast festival would 
be held at New Delhi from 
October 26 till the 28th. 

The three days event 
is said to feature collec-
tions of a designer from 
each Northeast states 
along with other activities 
including day carnival 
and concerts.

EMN

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm and 8 pm: Namaste 
England (Hindi)

5.30 pm: Venom (Eng)

The blog features the 
works of more than 100 
artist covering different 
subject and art interest 
in his blog. It has devel-
oped a highly engaging 
audience and has a plan 
to expand the network 
beyond blog post. The 
blog continues to thrive in 
the belief that these many 
talented and promis-
ing artist from Nagaland 
needs to be features and 
promoted across the 
globe.

More than 20 artists 
are said to participate and 
showcase their works at 
Magnum Opus. 

Some of the few col-
laborating artist of Artsy 
Naga are Ajung Jamir, 
Inoto Achumi, Viphre 
Sorhei, Mannyei Phone, 
Masakala Tzudir, Kawoto 
Achumi, One. 

Along-with showcas-
ing the various art works, 
floor talks, art demonstra-
tion and art competi-
tions are also said to take 
place during the two days 
event. Prizes worth INR 
10,000 to two artists  and 
consolation prizes of INR 
5000 to three artists are 
said to be awarded. 

For further informa-
tion, one is asked to 
contact the organisers at 
actofkindness. dimapur@ 
gmail. com.

EMN

Def Leppard: When Love Bites hit no.1 we had never played it together

David Coverdale recalls ‘madness’ 
of his first Deep Purple show
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Players of Chetheba Town Youth Organisation posing for the lens with the organising committee after receiving the winners award at the Chetheba 
town local ground on Wednesday.

Kidambi Srikanth

AP/PTI

France’s Antoine Griezmann, center, celebrates with France’s Kylian Mbappe, after scoring his second goal 
during their UEFA Nations League soccer match against Germany at the Stade de France stadium in Saint Denis, 
north of Paris, on Tue. Oct. 16.

AP/PTI

Brazil’s Neymar holds the trophy as he celebrates with his teammates after the friendly soccer match against Argentina at King Abdullah stadium in 
Jiddah, Saudi Arabia on Tue. Oct. 16. Brazil won 1-0.

Griezmann double gives France comeback 
win over Germany in Nations Cup

Shuttler Srikanth advances 
in Denmark Open

South Africa paceman Steyn 
named for Australia tour

Chetheba youth team wins Chetheba Open volleyball tournament

Miranda heads late winner as 
Brazil beat Argentina 1-0 in friendly

Want to change mindset of people about 
disability, says Kargil war hero Maj. D.P. Singh

Paris, Oct. 17 (Reuters): 
World champions France 
fought back from a goal 
down to edge Germany 2-1 
with a double from Antoine 
Griezmann in their Nations 
Cup match at the Stade de 
France on Tuesday.

The 27-year-old for-
ward cancelled out Toni 
Kroos’ first half penalty 
with a fine header just past 
the hour and then scored 
with a spot-kick himself 
late in the game to kill off 
the visitors’ hopes of reach-
ing the semi-finals.

The French found 
themselves on the backfoot 
in the first half but did not 
lose confidence even when 
the Germans came close to 
a second goal.

“This is the difference 
between a team with a lot 
of confidence and a team 
like Germany which lacks 
some confidence and is 
maybe not as efficient,” 
France coach Didier Des-
champs told reporters.

“There is nothing bet-
ter for my team, my play-
ers, than this. The best vita-
min is victory and tonight 
we had a difficult game 
and won against a difficult 
team.”

France top the League 
A Group 1 standings with 

Kohima, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
Host Chetheba Town Youth 
Organisation (CT YO) 
emerged as the champions 
of the first open volleyball 
tournament for Phek dis-
trict held at Chetheba town 
local ground on Wednes-
day’s evening.

Chetheba youth team 
proved to be strong as they 
defeated Runguzu Nasa 
Village 25-14, 25-23 in the 
final match to take the title.

Earlier CTYO team beat 
Mavericks Star Club Cho-
zuba in the semi-final, 
while Runguzu Nasa Vil-
lage defeated Khasuho 
team Thenyizu in the first 
semi-final.

The champions CTYO 
received a cash prize of 
INR 20,000 while the run-
ners-up Runguzu Nasa Vil-
lage received INR 10,000.

Thejongoi  Phesao 
from Runguzu  Nasa Vil-
lage was adjusted as the 
best setter, while The-
jota Nakhro from CTYO 
bagged the best spiker for 
the individual award

Vetazo Tetseo, presi-
dent Chokri Area Youth 
Sports Association (CAY-
SA) who earlier attended 

Odense (Denmark), Oct. 17 
(IANS): Kidambi Srikanth 
thrashed Hans-Kristian 
Solberg Vittinghus of Den-
mark in the opening round 
to advance in the Denmark 
Open here late on Tuesday 

night.
Srikanth defeated Vit-

tinghus 21-16, 21-10 in a 
match which lasted 35 min-
utes.

India’s campaign in 
men’s doubles and mixed 

seven points from three 
games above the Nether-
lands on three from two 
and Germany with one.

The Germans, with 
five changes to the team 
that lost 3-0 away to the 
Netherlands on Saturday, 
had their share of chances 
and overall looked sharper 
despite their sixth defeat 
of 2018.

Leroy Sane and Serge 
Gnabry added much need-
ed speed to Germany’s 
game and the overall per-
formance offered coach 
Joachim Loew some respite 
after recent setbacks.

“We should not be dis-
appointed tonight after 
such a performance,” said 
Loew, who has been under 
pressure since his side’s 
World Cup flop in June.

“We were on the same 
level with the world cham-
pions and we should have 
scored a second goal in the 
first half. But the French 
have a lot of quality and 
scored two goals from just a 
handful of chances.”

After crashing out at the 
group stage in the World 
Cup in Russia, Germany, 
world champions in 2014, 
are still looking for their first 
victory in UEFA’s the Na-
tions League competition.

Johannesburg, Oct. 17 
(PTI/AFP): Dale Steyn was 
named on Wednesday as 
part of a strong South Af-
rican fast bowling arsenal 
for the limited-overs tour of 
Australia later this month.

Steyn, 35, was named 
in the 15-man squad which 
includes young stars Ka-
giso Rabada and Lungi 
Ngidi, as well as returning 
fast bowling all-rounder 
Chris Morris, who has re-
covered from a lower back 
injury.

South Africa will play 
three one-day internation-
als and a Twenty20 interna-
tional during a tour which 
starts with a match against 
a Prime Minister’s XI in 
Canberra on October 31.

Steyn made a success-
ful return to one-day in-
ternational cricket in the 
recent series against Zim-
babwe after a two-year 
absence, largely caused by 
injuries.

“We feel that we got 
quite a lot out of the Zim-
babwe series, notably the 
form of (leg-spinner) Im-
ran Tahir and the return of 
Dale Steyn to his very best,” 
said selection convener 
Linda Zondi.

Morris has not played 
international cricket since 
February but Zondi said 
he had proven his fitness 
by taking 12 wickets in two 
four-day matches for the 
Titans franchise.

“He is the leading wick-
et-taker in this competition 
to date and also adds value 
as a batting option in the 
lower order,” said Zondi.

Jeddah, Oct. 17 (Reuters): 
A stoppage-time goal from 
Miranda gave Brazil a 1-0 
win over South American 
rivals Argentina in a foul-
strewn friendly in Saudi 
Arabia on Tuesday.

The central defender 
rose at the near post to 
beat Argentina keeper Ser-
gio Romero to a Neymar 
corner and head home the 
winner, deciding a game 
that was set to go to penal-
ties to determine a winner.

 “Scoring a goal against 
Argentina is always gratify-
ing and always exciting,” 
Miranda said.

Argentina are one of 
only two teams to have 
beaten Brazil since Tite 
took over as coach in 2016, 
but without Lionel Messi, 
who is taking a sabbatical 
from international foot-
ball, they rarely troubled 
their neighbours in a derby 
match dubbed the Super-
clasico.

The game was played 
in the heat of the King 
Abdullah Sports City and 
the conditions contrib-
uted to a stop-start en-
counter that included 35 
fouls, 21 of them awarded 
to Brazil.

Miranda should have 
put Brazil 1-0 up in the 28th 

minute when a Casemiro 
cross fell to him just metres 
from goal, but his scuffed 
shot was blocked on the 
line by Nicolas Otamendi.

Paulo Dybala went 
close with a swerving free 
kick for Argentina from just 
outside the box a minute 
later and Leandro Paredes 
watched a long-range ef-
fort drift just wide early in 
the second half.

Argentina improved 
considerably after the 
break, but Brazil still had 
the better chances, with 
Romero parrying away 
a fierce volley from Ar-
thur after 70 minutes and 
Casemiro almost grabbing 
the winner with seven min-
utes left only to see his de-
flected free kick curl wide.

“The team felt tired in 
the second half but I think 

we dominated our oppo-
nents, we played well and 
we got the goal at the end,” 
said Brazil’s Filipe Luis.

“Obviously our team 
is better than theirs, we 
have maintained the same 
squad for years and they 
are in the process of re-
newal, but you don’t notice 
that so much in a clasico, 
what you do notice is their 
fight,” the Atletico Ma-

drid defender added. “But I 
think we deserved to win.”

The defeat was the first 
in four games for Lionel 
Scaloni, the interim coach 
who replaced Jorge Sam-
paoli after the Russia World 
Cup.

It extends Brazil’s run 
to four wins in four games 
since they were knocked 
out the World Cup in the 
quarter-finals by Belgium.

L e a d i n g  b a t s m e n 
Hashim Amla and JP Du-
miny were unavailable 
because of injury, leading 
to a recall for Farhaan Be-
hardien, who did not play 
against Zimbabwe, while 
an injury to promising all-
rounder Wiaan Mulder 
created an opening for 
Dwaine Pretorius, also ab-
sent against Zimbabwe.

Squad: Faf du Ples-
sis (captain), Farhaan 
Behardien, Quinton de 
Kock (wkt), Reeza Hen-
dricks, Imran Tahir, Hein-
rich Klaasen (wkt), Aiden 
Markram, David Miller, 
Chris Morris, Lungi Ngidi, 
Andi le  Phehlukwayo, 
Dwaine Pretorius, Kagiso 
Rabada, Tabraiz Shamsi, 
Dale Steyn.

New Delhi, Oct. 17 (IANS): 
Kargil war veteran and 
India’s first blade runner, 
Major Devender Pal Singh, 
said he wanted to change 
the mindset of people to-
wards disability and this 
is why he took up running 
with the prosthetic leg.

On July 15, 1999 dur-
ing the Kargil war, Singh 
was injured when a mortar 
shell landed 1.5 metres 
from where he was, caus-
ing major multiple injuries. 
In the hospital, doctors 
initially declared him dead 
but then managed to save 
him after amputating his 
leg.

Despite this, Singh 
gradually started running 
using a prosthetic limb. He 
has taken part in 18 mara-
thons so far.

“To change the mindset 
of public towards disability, 
there was need for action 
on ground. As marathon 
running is the most diffi-
cult task for any amputee, 
I chose to convey this mes-
sage through my actions,” 
Singh told IANS.

The JK Cement Swach-
hAbility Run, which culmi-
nated in Jaipur on Tuesday, 
is the brainchild of Singh.

JK Cement Swachhabil-
ity Run has also partnered 
with non-profit organisa-
tions like ‘The Challenging 

Dale Steyn

doubles ended as the men’s 
pair of Manu Attri and 
Sumeeth Reddy and the 
mixed pair of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Ashwini 
Ponnappa went down in 
their respective matches.

The Indian duo went 
down to Kim Astrup and 
Anders Skaarup Rasmus-
sen paring in a marathon 
men’s doubles match while 
Ashwini and Satwik went 
down to Seo Eo Seung Jae 
and Chae Yujung of South 
Korea. Earlier on Tuesday, 
Star shuttler Saina Nehwal 
survived a scare before 
progressing to the second 
round while Rio silver med-
allist P.V. Sindhu crashed 
out after being stunned 
by unseeded American 
Beiwen Zhang in the open-
ing round of the women’s 
singles event.

Ones’ and ‘Flags of Honour’ 
to drive this initiative.

Asked about the con-
cept of the run, Singh said: “ 
I realised that the impact of 
the work done by my NGO, 
The Challenging Ones, 
was getting restricted to 
only metros. I met Rajnish 
Kapur - Business Head 
(Grey Cement), JK Cement 
ltd. and shared my idea of 
bringing about change in 
the remaining parts of the 
Country.

Then they decided to 
spearhead the noble cause 
of SwachhAbility and that is 
how the concept was taken 
to different parts of India”

The SwachhAbility Run 
was flagged off on October 
7 in Kota, before moving to 

Udaipur, Jodhpur, Ajmer 
and Jaipur. 

After the run, the partic-
ipants including divyangs 
(people with disabilities) 
helped run a cleanliness 
drive in each city. 

The run also saw ac-
tive participation by school 
children, where about 138 
schools participated. 

The event included two 
categories of runs -- 5km 
and 3km. The 5 km run 
which is a timed race, is 
open for all to participate. 
However to encourage 
more participation towards 
the cause, 3 km run was 
done alongside, especially 
for school children and for 
anyone else who wished to 
run a shorter distance.

Major Devender Pal Singh

the occasion as the special 
guest appreciated the ef-
fort of the CTYO for orga-
nising such a tournament 
and further emphasised on 
the participants to take up 
sports as a profession de-

pending on their interest. 
He also reminded that 

the players should have 
a target and worked hard 
to reach that target if they 
were to succeed in their 
life.  While advised the 

players to expert in one 
field instead of opting for 
many. 

He also  suggested 
that education and sports 
should go hand in hand 
and shouldn’t hinder the 

sporting activities or aca-
demic carrier to excel in 
their career.

A total of 15 teams 
under Phek district par-
ticipated in the champion-
ship.



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, October 18, 2018

CM
YK

Owned, Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Edited by Khrietsonuo Rio. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Marouane Fellaini

MARTYRS' 
TROPHY

Underdog Meriema VYO overcome 
Tribal Brothers via penalty to enter final

Nagaland open table tennis 
championship underway

Nokdenlemba open volleyball tournament underwayTexas offers Hamilton his first shot at fifth title

MDFA Trophy: Grand Elites, Zonipang, and Alempang YA winFellaini should be fit for 
Chelsea clash — Martinez

EM Images

Members of Meriema Village Youth Organisation celebrate after defeating Tribal Brothers at the Kohima local 
ground on Wed. Oct. 17.

EM Images

Zale Neikha being introduced to players at the ongoing Nagaland open table tennis championship in Kohima 
on Wed. Oct. 17.

EM Images

Imyapangla (standing, fifth from right) with AKM officials and players before the inaugural match of the 3rd Padmashree W Nokdenlemba Open 
Volleyball Tournament at the Multi-Sports Complex, in Mokokchung on Oct. 17.

EM Images

Zonipang S/A left forward, in red, and OCYU players vying for the ball during a match of the ongoing MDFA trophy at the Imkongmeren Sports Complex 
on Wed. Oct. 17.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 17 (EMN): 
Underdog team Meriema 
Village Youth Organisa-
tion scripted a historic 4-3 
win over Tribal Brothers 
D Khel Kohima Village via 
tie-breaker after the thrill-
ing encounter ended in 3-3 
draw in the first semi-final 
match of the ongoing NSF 
Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Wednesday.

Meriema’s for ward 
Vikeduolie Lhousi came to 
the rescue of his team by 
scoring the winning goal in 
the penalty shootout, while 
he also scored and assisted 
a goal during the match.

Meriema team came 
from two goal down to 
equalise and take the lead 
in 113th minute through 
Vikeduolie Lhousi, but con-
ceded a late goal as Shurho-
sul headed the equaliser in 
the 118th minute to make 
it 3-3 and the match had to 
be decided through a tie-
breaker.

In the penalty shoot-
out, Meriema’s goalkeeper 
Medophrezo managed to 
save Sanyem’s kick and 
Sinlo fourth penalty kick 
as Vikeduolie took the last 
penalty and scored the win-
ning goal to send the team 
through to the final.

In the match, Tribal 
Brothers dominated the 
proceeding as Aloumei 
scored in the 19th min-
ute. In the process, Sohi-
ampou's free kick found 

Aloumei umarked inside 
the area as he curled the ef-
fort into the net to take the 
lead 1-0. 

M e r -
iema team 
was blunt 
in attack 
in the first 
half wast-
ing most 
o f  t h e 
chance created. The best 
chance for Meriema came 
when Keneisezo Keditsu 
came one on one but shot 
the ball directly to the keep-
er.

In the second half, Lai-

wang doubled the lead 
through a header set up 
by Shurhosul Zhotso in 
the 52nd minute. Merie-

ma team 
f i n a l l y 
broke the 
deadlock 
t h r o u g h 
Kekhrien-
gulie su-
per finish-

ing assisted by Vikeduolie 
Lhousi in the 67th minute 
to make it 1-2.

Four minutes later, 
defensive error by Trib-
al Brothers handed the 
equaliser as Kevingulie Cu-

sotsu took the opportunity 
to score from a close range 
in the 71st minute. 

In the 90th minute, 
Meriema's defender Kenei-
ngutuo Yaotsu was sent off 
for two yellow card in the 
match.

During the extra time 
of 30th minute, 10-man 
Meriema team continued 
to dominate the game as 
Vikeduolie scored a beauti-
ful goal for Meriema team 
to give the lead with seven 
minute remaining in the 
match. He also picked up 
a yellow card for removing 
his shirt during his goal 

celebration.
But that was not over 

yet as Shurhosul Zhotso 
rose on the occasion to 
head home the equaliser 
from Sanyem's cross with 
two minutes remaining to 
bring the crowd back into 
their seat again.

During the penalty 
shootout, Meriema team 
beat Tribal Brothers 4-3 as 
the heroic goalkeeper Me-
dophrezo made two saves 
to send the team through.

Meanwhile, the second 
semi-final match will be 
played between Centurion 
FC and Senapati FC (Mani-
pur) on Thursday, wherein 
Neise Mechülho will attend 
the event as match patron.

ASU XI beat NSF 5-2 in 
exhibition match
Angami Students' Union 
executives defeated Naga 
Students' Federation 5-2 
during the exhibition match 
played at the Kohima lo-
cal ground on Wednesday 
morning.

The result means ASU 
have successively won three 
year's edition.

Avizo Lcho scored the 
opening goal for ASU XI 
while Tseituo Mere, Meguo 
Ratsa, Ruoko Shunyü and 
Khrietuo Dahou contrib-
uted a goal each during 
the match. Dievi Yano and 
Sikho Thou scored a goal 
each for NSF team.

Thursday’s semi-final 
match

Centurion FC vs Senapati 
FC at 1:30 pm

Bengaluru, Oct. 17 (Re-
uters): Marouane Fellaini 
should be fit for Manches-
ter United’s Premier League 
trip to Chelsea on Saturday 
despite sitting out Belgium’s 
friendly against Nether-
lands, the midfielder’s na-
tional team manager Ro-
berto Martinez has said.

The 30-year-old was not 
involved in the 1-1 draw 
against Ronald Koeman’s 
Dutch side in Brussels on 
Tuesday, with Martinez 
confirming Fellaini was not 
“100 percent fit”.

“He should be fine, it’s 
just he wasn’t 100 percent,” 
Martinez told reporters.

“He’s got an important 
game at the weekend and 
this wasn’t the game to 
use players who weren’t 
100 percent. We expect he 
should be fine in the next 

Austin (Texas), Oct. 17 (Re-
uters): It will be high fives 
for Lewis Hamilton in Aus-
tin on Sunday if a fifth win 
in a row brings the Briton 
a fifth Formula One world 
title.

The Mercedes driver is 
on the brink of joining the 
late Argentine Juan Man-
uel Fangio as a quintuple 
champion, with only seven 
times titleholder Michael 
Schumacher ahead of them 
in the all-time lists.

Hamilton is 67 points 
clear of Ferrari's Sebastian 
Vettel with three races -- 

and a maximum 75 points 
-- remaining after Texas.

That means the title will 
be Hamilton's if he scores 
eight points more than the 
German, something the 
Briton has done for the 
past four races and a total of 
eight times in the 17 grands 
prix so far.

On paper, with Hamil-
ton and Finnish team mate 
Valtteri Bottas one-two in 
the last two races and the 
champion triumphant in 
five of the past six races at 
the Circuit of the Americas 
-- including the last four 

-- the title is there for the 
taking.

Hamilton has won five 
races in a row before, in 
2014 when the sequence 
involved the same five as 
this time, and is in the form 
of his life with nine wins so 
far this season.

He has been busy with 
media activities in New 
York this week but his focus 
on the main task ahead 
remains laser sharp.

Class act
"With six race victories in 
the last seven races, Lewis 
has shown what a class act 

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 17 (EMN): The 23rd inter-
district cum Nagaland open table tennis 
championship got underway at the indoor 
table tennis stadium in Kohima, with Zale 
Neikha, advisor for youth resource & sports 
as the special invitee.

Neikha in his speech said that Nagas are 
second to none when it comes to sports but 
the lack of discipline sets them a level below 
from the rest. 

Taking the example of the athletes from 
neighbouring Manipur who have brought 
laurels not only to the state but the country 
as well, he said all the physical attributes 
are all similiar between the athletes of the 
two states but he said, Naga athletes do 
not maintain a healthy regime. He also said 
Naga athletes also tend to become compla-
cent with small achievements and cannot 
stick to one sports or profession and try to 

become masters in several sports at one go.
He also encouraged the players by stat-

ing that there were ample employment 
opportunities through sports in both gov-
ernment and private sector by citing the 
example of Chekrovolu Swuro, the noted 
Naga Olympian and Mary Kom, the star 
pugilist from Manipur.

Neika also asked all the participants to 
give their best and compete in the spirit 
of fair play and sportsmanship. He was 
accompanied by N. Bongkhao Konyak, 
advisor DUDA.

Eight teams representing various dis-
tricts are participating in the champion-
ship. The inter-district championship is 
organised by the Kohima District Table Ten-
nis Association (KDTTA) in collaboration 
with the Nagaland Table Tennis Association 
(NTTA). The championship will culminate 
on Oct. 19.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 17 (EMN): The 
third edition of Padmashree W Nok-
denlemba Open Volleyball Tourna-
ment organised by the Ao Students’ 
Conference (AKM) got underway at 
the Multi-Sports Complex in Mokok-
chung on Wed. Oct. 17.

The tourney was officially kicked 
off by Imyapangla, Block Develop-
ment Officer as the chief patron.

Speaking at the programme, Imya-
pangla expressed hope that the tour-
ney will promote many young talents 
in the district as well as in the state. 
She also urged the AKM to organise 
the tourney in a bigger way in the 

future so that teams from outside the 
state would participate and popular-
ise the game.

She asserted that sport is an av-
enue were people achieve fame and 
glory and also set a career for the per-
son who strive to excel in the sports 
discipline they play. The chief patron 
also urged the players to uphold 
sportsman spirit as inscribed in the 
tourney theme, “On team One Spirit.”

Seven teams; Changtongya Vol-
leyball Association (A), Waromong 
Sports Association, Janjanglong Club, 
Chakpa Student Union, Young Spiker, 
Tuensang, Sporting Club Chungtia, 
Longsa Sporting Club, Mokokchung 

and, Changtongya Volleyball Asso-
ciation (B)  will be competing for the 
coveted title.

This year’s champion will get 
receive a cash prize of INR 100000 
plus trophy and the runners-up will 
receive a cash prize of INR 60000. The 
organiser has also included INR 20000 
each to the two losing semi-finalist 
and individuals prizes.

Earlier, the president of AKM 
delivered the welcome address and 
C Lima, Associate Pastor, MBA of-
fered the invocation. In the inaugural 
match, Changtongya Volleyball As-
sociation (A) beat Waromong Sports 
Association 25-12; 25-20; 25-17.

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , O c t . 1 7 
(EMN): Defending cham-
pions Zonipang S/A booked 
their berth for the quarter-
final after crushing OCYU 
while the dark horse of the 
tourney Grand Elites se-
cured hope for the quarter-
final spot after defeating 
Unicorn FC and Alempang 
registered win in the ongo-
ing MDFA Trophy at the 
Imkongmeren Sports Com-
plex in Mokokchung on 
Wed. Oct. 17.

Grand Elites SC, con-
sidered to be one of the 
contenders for MDFA Tro-
phy 2018 thrashed Unicorn 
FC 2-0 in the first match. L. 
Temjen of Grand Elites SC 
continued his goal-scoring 
spree by scoring two goals 
in the 26th and 33rd minute 
of the first half. Unicorn FC 
struggled throughout the 
game to score but failed.

With today’s triumph, 
Grand Elites SC added 
three wins; they will face 
SSS Blue in the fourth 
league match on Oct. 
20. Nevertheless, Grand 
Elites SC has secured their 
quarter-final spot in the 
tourney.

In the second match, 
Zonipang SA humiliated 
OCYU 2-0. The defend-
ing champions proved 
too strong for the OCYU 
players. Suponglemba and 
Nungshisashi of Zonipang 
scored the two goals in the 
15th and 49th minute.

Zonipang has won all 
three league matches and 
has emerged as the winner 
of Pool A, they will be ac-
companied by Y/A Marep-
kong from their pool.  

In the last match, Alem-
pang YA beat Hills XI FC 
3-1. All three goals were 
scored in the first half of 

the game by Tayongma-
ong, Yangerjungba and 
Imkongyanger in the 13th, 
14th and 24th minute. 
Moaakum of Hills XI FC 

scored the lone goal in the 
57th minute. 

With just one win game 
in the league matches, 
Alempang YA failed to 

qualify for the quarter-
finals. Hills XI FC also is 
out of the tournament with 
two losses and a draw in 
the league matches.

Thursday’s matches from 
1pm

Mosaic vs SSS Blue
Intermingle vs FC Young 

Boys

couple of days.”
United, eighth in the 

standings on 13 points after 
eight matches, will be hop-
ing to carry the momentum 
from their comeback win 
over Newcastle United in 
their last fixture to Stamford 
Bridge as they bid to make 
up ground on the top four.

he is," Mercedes team boss 
Toto Wolff said this week.

"Both on and off the 
track he is more complete 
than ever before, showing 
commanding performance 
in the car and challenging 
the entire team to perform 
to higher levels at the same 
time.

"The battle is far from 
over, so we approach Austin 
the same way as every other 
race: take it one step at a 
time, focus on our job and 
make sure we bring perfor-
mance and reliability to the 
track," added the Austrian.

The only other driver to 
have won in Austin to date 
is Vettel -- with Red Bull in 
2013 -- and he arrives with 
plenty of criticism of his 
performance in Japan after 
he started eighth, dropped 
to 19th and finished sixth.

Like Hamilton a four 
times champion, Vettel has 
failed to finish in the top 
two for four races and has 
slumped from title front-
runner to also-ran.

"We know its difficult 
from where we are but what 
do we have to lose?," the 
German said after the Japa-
nese Grand Prix at Suzuka.

"We are trying our ut-
most to fight and resist and 
let’s see what the next races 
bring."

Lewis Hamilton 


