
    

EastErn Mirror
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A security man uses a catapult during a clash with people protesting against the fourth phase of 
Municipal elections, near a polling station in Srinagar, Tuesday, Oct. 16, 2018.
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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 16: In the 
face of a furious backlash 
from the business commu-
nity of Dimapur as well as 
consumer groups follow-
ing allegations that the Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) was imposing ‘item 
tax’ at the entry gates, the 
DMC on Tuesday directed 
the blame towards the les-
sees—those contracted 
to collect tax at the entry 
gates. 

The administrator of 
DMC, Moa Sangtam told 
reporters on Tuesday that 
the rate for collection of 
entry tax would remain 
as earlier. “The issue was 
created by the lessees. Gov-
ernment has not changed 
the rate of entry tax; the 
rates remain the same. At 
no point of time had the 
government authorised 
contractors to charge more 
than the prescribed rates,” 
he said.

Sangtam informed that 
a team comprising four 
DMC officials has been 
formed to monitor the col-
lection of ‘urban fee’ on 

various items by lessees 
or contractors at all entry 
gates. “These officials shall 
visit each and every en-
try gate/collection point 
and conduct checking to 
ensure that collection is 
done as per the DMC’s 
prescribed rate,” the ad-
ministrator stated, while 
adding that public should 
report to DMC if anyone is 
found charging above the 
prescribed rates.

Earlier, the DMC and 
the Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD) conducted a joint 
meeting at the office of the 
DMC’s administrator to 
discuss issues arising out 
of the hike in the rate of 
entry tax during which they 
passed two resolutions.

They agreed that the 
old rate of DMC for every 
item should be strictly ad-
hered to and if lessees are 
found charging more than 
the existing rates, their con-
tract would be cancelled. 
They have empowered the 
public action committee 
(PAC) of NCD to bring to 
the notice of the authority 
concerned about lessees 

who charge tax above the 
existing rates.

On Oct. 12, a traders 
group known as Hardware 
Merchants’ Association Di-
mapur District, had issued 
a statement alleging the 
DMC of charging exorbi-
tant rate from transporters 
on movement of essential 
commodities. The associa-
tion had claimed that after 
the introduction of the 
lease system since Oct. 1, 
an amount of INR 50 per 
MT was levied for transpor-
tation of Mild Steel Rod, in-
stead of the earlier practise 
of charging per truck. 

The association stated 
earlier the entry tax for six-
wheeler transporting MS 
Rod was INR 350 and INR 
450 for 12-wheeler. “How-
ever, since the toll tax (sic) 
was leased out, the toll tax 
collection has started with 
INR 50 per MT instead of 
per vehicle since October 1, 
2018. With the lease system 
introduced by the Dimapur 
Municipal Council, the 
entry tax has increased to 
INR 3500 per vehicle for 
12-wheeler of 70 MT.”

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 16: In a 
shocking incident, a man 
from Delhi was robbed and 
attacked by two unidenti-
fied persons near the sub-
urban police station at Sig-
nal Basti in Dimapur, in the 
early hours of Oct. 15. 

According to a reliable 
source, the victim, one SC 
Shukla (in his late 50s) is 
the CEO of Saiprasad Green 
Power Private Ltd. in New 
Delhi. It was informed that 
the victim had reached Blue 
Hill bus station in Dimapur 
at around 3 am on Oct. 15 
from Imphal. 

The source informed 
that the victim wanted to re-
tire at a hotel close to the sta-
tion. Being new to Dimapur, 
he was approached by two 
men, one non-Naga and 
the other a Naga, telling him 

that they could take him to a 
hotel and "directly brought 
him towards Signal Angami 
road," the source informed.

He was then assaulted 
and robbed of his phone, 
wallet and ‘important docu-
ments concerning people 
with disabilities’ at a lo-
cation between 'a petrol 
pump' and the sub-urban 
police station, it was in-
formed. 

The assailants "punched 
him and tore his shirt and 
pockets," the source said. 
The victim was said to be 
travelling to Dimapur to meet 
some organisations on the 
same day i.e Oct. 15 and leave 
for Meghalaya on Oct. 16.

A First Information Re-
port (FIR) was lodged at 
the sub-urban police sta-
tion on Oct. 15, the source 
informed. 

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (IANS): As the court listed 
the criminal defamation case filed by Union 
Minister M.J. Akbar against a woman journal-
ist for Thursday, two women journalist bodies 
sought Akbar’s removal from the government 
for the sake of fair and impartial probe.

The Network of Women in Media in India 
(NWMI) wrote to President Ram Nath Kovind 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi demand-
ing dismissal of Akbar, the Minister of State for 
External Affairs who has been accused by sev-
eral women journalists of sexual harassment.

"We are extremely concerned that he 
continues to be a Minister even as he pursues 
whatever legal action he plans. You will agree 
that this is highly unethical and improper 
and will cast a cloud over any investigation," 
NWMI said in its letters to the President and 
the Prime Minister. 

It said that all support should be extended 
by the government to women in their struggle 
for justice, and that External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj should "take workplace 
harassment seriously and not encourage 
intimidatory tactics against women who have 
complained". 

The Indian Women Press Corps (IWPC) 
on Tuesday wrote to Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Maneka Gandhi and National 
Commission for Women Chairperson (NCW) 
Rekha Sharma, seeking fair inquiry and dis-
missal of the Minister.

"We hope that your government will rise 
to the occasion and institute an impartial and 
fair inquiry in the interests of gender justice...
The continuation of the Minister in his position 
only sends out the wrong message that the gov-
ernment is apathetic to the serious concerns 
and the need for a fair and impartial inquiry."

In the letter to Maneka Gandhi, the IWPC 
said that it was "dismayed" that despite a 
"long list of complaints", no formal inquiry 
has been instituted into the complaints com-
prising serious charges of sexual harassment.

Meanwhile, another woman journalist, 
Tushita Patel came out with her account of 
how Akbar allegedly molested her at the work-
place in 1993.

"Stop lying about your plywood and glass 
cabin in the Asian Age. Ghazala Wahab is not 
the only woman to have been molested in that 
cabin. There are other victims who you almost 
broke and destroyed with your lust and power 
trip," Patel wrote in a piece on the Scroll.in.

"And enough with the legal intimidation - 
we can see you in court too," she added.

Meanwhile, Akbar's counsel Sandeep Ka-
pur said on Tuesday that the defamation case 
(against journalist Priya Ramani) will be heard 
by a magisterial court in the Patiala House 
court complex on October 18.

Akbar, in his complaint, said that it was 
apparent that the false narrative against him 
was being circulated in a motivated manner 
and for the fulfilment of an agenda.

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (IANS): The Ministry of Women 
and Child Development (WCD) on Tuesday said 
the Ministry of Law has given its go-ahead to re-
move time-frame for reporting child sexual abuse 
cases.

Union WCD minister Maneka Gandhi on Oc-
tober 3 had written to Law Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad asking him to remove the time-limit for 
reporting child sexual abuse and allow people to 
complain even "10-15 years later".

"The Ministry of Law after examining the 
provisions of POCSO (Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences) Act vis-à-vis provisions of CrPC 
has advised that there appears no period of limita-
tion mentioned in Section 19 in regard to reporting 
of the offences under the POCSO Act, 2012," the 
ministry said in a statement.

"Often, children are unable to report such 
crimes as the perpetrator in most cases is either a 
family member, a relative or closely known person. 
Now any victim, at any age, can complain the sexu-
al abuse faced by him/her as a child," Gandhi said.

The POCSO Act does not provide for any period 
of limitation for reporting the child sexual offences. 
The Act defines a child as any person below the age 
of 18 years and provides protection to all children 
under the age of 18 years from the offences of sex-
ual assault, sexual harassment and pornography.

Under Section 468 of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure (CrPC), any offence, including child abuse, 
which can lead to a prison term of three years has 
to be reported within three years of the incident.

According to Section 473 of the CrPC, a court 
may take cognizance of an older case if it is in the 
"interest of justice" or if the "delay has been prop-
erly explained". However, victims of child sexual 
abuse often face problems in registering an FIR 
once they are 18 years of age or more.

"Studies have also shown that the child con-
tinues to carry the trauma of sexual abuse till 
very late in life. In order to overcome this trauma, 
many grown up people have started coming out 
to report the abuse faced by them as children," 
Gandhi said, urging victims to report the cases 
through POCSO e-Box.

DMC toll: Municipal 
body points finger 
at collectors

Man assaulted, robbed 
near police station 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Union 
Health ministry had on Sep. 10 an-
nounced the implementation of 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) and Acquired Immune Defi-
ciency Syndrome (Aids) Act through 
an official gazette.

With Nagaland ranked third-
highest HIV prevalent-state in the 
country, Nagaland-based NGOs 
working with people living with HIV 
and drug abuse had welcomed the 
Act as a ‘landmark achievement’.

Subsequently, to finalise the 
state-specific rules on HIV and Aids 
(Prevention and Control) Act, 2017, 
the Nagaland State AIDS Control 
Society (Nsacs) organised a con-
sultation programme in collabora-
tion with Naco, FHI360 and Kripa 
Foundation at de Oriental Grande 
in Kohima on Tuesday.

The project director of Nsacs, 
Dr. Ngangshimeren revealed that 
the first case of HIV in Nagaland 
was detected in 1999. Since then, 
and till August 2018, out of a total 
of more than one lakh screened 
for blood, 23,740 tested positive for 
HIV. He informed that 93% of the 
virus spread through sexual route, 
6% through parent to child, 2% 
through needle and syringe and 1% 

unknown source.
Briefly highlighting the Act, a 

consultant at Naco, Garima Sharma 
said that since the central govern-
ment has formulated the rules and 
guidelines, every state is required 
to formulate their rules as per the 
specific issues concerning the state.

The implementation of the Act 
is the responsibility of the state, she 
asserted and added that rules have 
to be formulated to further facilitate 
the implementation of the Act.

Sharma also informed that Naco 
has been conducting workshop 
across the country for finalisa-
tion of state-specific rules, and 
Nagaland the 16th state to hold 
the consultation. Describing the 
Act as a ‘landmark piece’ that has 
come after more than a decade, she 
sought the support and cooperation 
of all stakeholders and NGOs to 
strengthen and coalesce for the suc-
cessful implementation of the Act.

The Principal Secretary of 
Health and Family Welfare, Himato 
Zhimomi strongly emphasised on 
the need for deliberation on how 
to improve and enhance the HIV 
and Aids Act, 2017 into Nagaland-
specific issues.

Citing some loopholes and in-
stances where PLHIVs are deprived 

of their rights, Zhimomi pointed 
out that in spite of being home to 
more than twenty thousand people 
with HIV positive status, only about 
seven thousand of them were under 
Antiretroviral Therapy (ART). This, 
he said, calls for the attention of all 
to find out why clinical outreach is 
not effective and reaching the tar-
geted populace.

Also expressing concern on the 
sexual route transmission of the 
virus, he said this is a state-specific 
problem that requires the Nagaland 
government to come out with some 
measures towards bringing down 
HIV rates for a HIV-free society in 
the next 10 years. 

Terming ‘stigma and discrimi-
nation’ which still persists in the 
society as a very ‘complex issue’, 
Zhimomi called upon those living 
with HIV to stop lurking and living 
in the shadows.

Stating that ‘we are equal part-
ners’, he encouraged them to come 
forward, seek treatment as well 
as claim their rights. Assuring all 
support towards prevention and 
control of HIV and Aids ,sand pro-
tecting the rights of the people 
living with HIV, member secretary 
of Nagaland State Legal Services 
Authority, Mezivolu Therie said all 

stakeholders must understand the 
importance of the Act and work for 
the implementation of the Act in the 
right direction.

The provisions of the Act states 
that no HIV test, medical treatment, 
or research shall be conducted on 
persons without their informed 
consent and no person shall be 
compelled to disclose their HIV sta-
tus to obtain employment or service, 
except with their informed consent. 

The legislation has provisions 
to safeguard property rights of HIV 
positive people, prohibits any indi-
vidual from publishing information 
or advocating feelings of hatred 
against HIV positive persons and 
those living with them.

Besides others, the Act also seeks 
to prevent and control the spread of 
HIV and Aids; creates mechanisms 
to redress the complaints of persons 
infected with HIV and Aids.

It further states that the central 
government and every state govern-
ment shall take all such measures 
to expedite prevention and spread 
of HIV or Aids, provide diagnostic 
facilities, ART and opportunistic 
infection management to people 
living with HIV or Aids; and facilitate 
their access to welfare schemes, 
especially for women and children. 

Nagaland begins process to frame HIV, Aids prevention Act 

Law Ministry endorses 
removal of time limit to 
report child sexual abuse

Amur falcons: Arrival of ‘winged 
guests’ sighted in Nagaland

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The Kohima village youth 
organisation (KVYO) has 
served the Nagaland govern-
ment with a 30-day deadline 
to begin the construction 
of a four-lane bridge over 
Sanuorü River ‘as per the 
guidelines’ of the Union 
Ministry of Road Transport 

and Highways.
In an open letter to the 

engineer-in-chief of the 
state Public Works Depart-
ment, the KVYO on Tues-
day warned that it would be 
forced to ‘take its own course 
of action’ if the government 
fails to meet the deadline. 

It stated that despite ap-

peals submitted earlier, the 
construction of the fallen 
Sanuorü Bridge was “still in 
the dormant state with no 
visibility of concern on this 
main lifeline leading to the 
state’s mitochondrial plan-
ning hub.” This has forced 
the organisation to serve the 
ultimatum, it stated. 

Sanuorü Bridge: KVYO gives government 
30 days to begin construction   

Moa Sangtam says government ‘at no point of 
time’ authorised contractors to charge more 

Women journalists demand Akbar's dismissal
Court set to hear defamation case on October 18 
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 16: The first 
flock of amur falcons, la-
belled by the newspapers as 
the state’s annual ‘winged-
guests’, have started to ar-
rive in Nagaland this year 

even as few sightings were 
reported last week.    

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror on Tuesday, the Wildlife 
Warden in Dimapur, Caro-
line K Angami said that few 
sightings of the migratory 
birds were reported from 
Mbeiki (Barak) in Peren on 
Oct. 9.

The district forest of-
ficer of Wokha, Zuthunglo 
Patton also confirmed that 
few hundred were sighted 
last week while adding that 
the actual migration will 
take place in the first week 
of November.

Annually, the Amur Fal-
con Conservation Week is 
conducted in Wokha from 
Nov. 8 till 10th as it is the 
peak migration period and 
best for undertaking out-
door activities. Moreover, it 
coincides with the premier 
festival of the Lotha’s, Tokhu 
Emong celebrated in the 
first week of November. 

The falcons spend about 
one month in Nagaland 
every autumn where they 
feast on insects to gain fit-
ness for their long arduous 
journey of 22,000 km to Af-
rica. A team of international 
ornithologists had declared 
Nagaland as the ‘Falcon 
capital of the world’ in 2013.

Villagers threaten not to 
protect falcons
Despite being the ‘falcon 
capital,’ the Amur Fal-
con Roosting Area Union 
(AFRAU) Pangti has threat-
ened to abandon its activi-

ties of protecting the bird if 
the government fails to re-
dress their complaints.

The union has been de-
manding implementation 
of road connectivity to the 
Amur Falcon Observation 
Area under Swadesh Dar-
shan Scheme 2016. A repre-
sentation to this effect was 
submitted to the authorities 
on Sep. 10, 2018, demanding 
issue of work order to the 
deserving local contractor to 
execute the work before the 
arrival of the birds.

A statement from the 
union stated that a general 
meeting was held on Oct. 
7 at Pangti village, where 
it resolved to abandon its 
protection activities if the 
government fails to fulfil 
its demand ‘even after the 
lapse of three seasons.’ 

One of the union’s lead-
ers told Eastern Mirror that 
it has been pressurising the 
government since 2016. 
He said that a secretary of 
Tourism department had 
called him and gave verbal 
assurance concerning the 
work order.

“We do not accept ver-
bal assurance this time; it 
should be a written assur-
ance. If written statement 
arrives, we will continue 
protecting the birds. If not, 
we will give up protecting 
it,” he said while reminding 
that the deadline was till the 
second week of Oct.

Several attempts to con-
tact the Tourism depart-
ment proved fruitless.  



World Food Day observed in Mokokchung

CLEAN HANDS: Global hand-washing day observed in Nagaland 

Women Farmer’s Day celebrated in Kohima

Acaut questions non-completion of Doyang bridge

Governor, MCD, BJP Dimapur 
extend Durga Puja greetings 

NPF counters claim party 
was rejected by people  

Seven-steps guide to 
hand washing

Nagaland cannot go on in such 
malpractice indefinitely and Nagas need 
to take the required deterrent action
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Students learn how to grow simple crops such as garden pea, beans, mustard and coriander, in their school 
campus during the World Food Day programme on Oct. 15.

Students posing for a photograph during a programme to observe ‘Global Hand Washing Day’ on Oct. 15.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct . 16 
(EMN): The Agricultural 
Technology Management 
Agency (ATMA), Mokok-
chung with Rotary Club, 
Mokokchung jointly cel-
ebrated World Food Day 
2018 on the 16th October 
2018 with the school stu-
dents of Mayangnokcha 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, Mokokc-
hung on October 15. The 
event was observed on the 
theme “Our Actions are Our 
Future: Connecting Young 
Minds with Farming”.

The event was organ-
ized to raise awareness 
among the young minds 
on the problems of food 
insufficiency in the country 
and provide a better under-
standing on the importance 
of avoiding food wastage.

Understanding that 
preventing food wastage is 

the key to food sufficiency 
and realizing that the im-
portance of food wastage 
should be taught right at 
a young age, the students 
were taught on the amount 
of labour put into by a farm-
er to get a plate of rice and 
also about where and how 
food is grown.

Also deeply considering 
the rate at which the farm-
ing population is drastically 
decreasing, the event was 
organized to make the stu-
dents build an interest in 
farming activities.

Technical expert for the 
programme, P. Sakotsungba 
Longchar, Assistant Tech-
nology Manager, ATMA, 
Longchem block gave 
hands-on practical classes 
on the maintenance of the 
school vegetable garden. 
They were given practical 
learning experiences on 
how to grow simple crops 

such as garden pea, beans, 
mustard and coriander.

The students were also 
provided with farm equip-
ments, farm soil fertility in-
puts and seeds of vegetable 
crops.

Earlier,  Sentinenla, 
Principal, Mayangnokcha 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School delivered 
the welcome address while 
Allan Mark Secretary, Rotary 
Club, Mokokchung gave the 
programme highlight.

The programme was 
chaired by Ningshiyangerla 
Walling, Assistant Tech-
nology Manager, ATMA, 
Tsurangkong Block and 
Rongsennungla Imchen, 
Dy. P.D., ATMA, Mokokc-
hung acknowledged the 
participants. About seven-
ty-six students along with 
other officials and staff from 
ATMA and Rotary Club at-
tended the programme.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): Nagaland Governor, PB Acharya 
has conveyed his greetings and best wishes to the people 
of the state on the occasion of Durga Puja and Dussehra.  
“Governor Acharya said that Maa Durga is perhaps the 
most widely worshipped deity of Shakti. Durga means 
one who is difficult to approach, however, since she is the 
mother of the universe, she is the personification of ten-
der love, wealth, power, beauty and all virtues,” the PRO 
to governor stated in a press statement.  The governor 
also said that it is the foundation for peace, prosperity and 
amity in the society and expressed hope that Durga Puja 
and Dussehra will “inspire all to follow the path of virtue 
and usher in place and happiness”.
Muslim Council Dimapur (MCD): The MCD has 
greeted the Hindu comunity on the occasion of Durga 
Puja. The working president of MCD, A Rahman, through 
a press note, expressed hope that the Durga Puja would 
‘bring in a new era of universal peace and brotherhood 
among all sections of the people residing in Nagaland’. 
BJP, Dimapur : The BJP Dimapur District extended its 
warm greetings to all, especially the Hindu community 
on the occasion of Durga Puja. “Let the festival of Durga 
Puja bring joy, peace and harmony, happiness and unity 
in diversity in true spirit to all the people of the country”, 
the unit’s general secretary, Sentimeren Jamir stated in a 
press release. 

Our correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): Women Farm-
er’s Day (Mahila Kisan Diwas) organized 
by ATMA Kohima was held on 15th 
October 2018 at ATMA conference hall, 
Kohima. 

Seyievono, SDAO Chiephobozou, 
in her keynote address, said women 
have made a great contribution in ag-
riculture sector by eradicating poverty 

and enhancing food security. She also 
highlighted that 70% of farming are 
taken up by the women folks. 

She however remarked that women 
farmers experienced inequality in wag-
es with their male counterparts and are 
also deprived from ownership of lands.

She also appraised that the role of 
women in farming was recognised and 
the government has recognised vari-

ous programmes and policies targeted 
especially for women.

Success stories were shared by 
Posanu Mekro on SRI, Neilhouvo on 
Sericulture, Rusile Khing shared on the 
success of Ngvu Logwa (FIG), Mesechu 
Kiewhuo shared her success on tea 
plantation, tea making process and its 
benefits and Neizonuo, shared her suc-
cess on integrated farming.

Short video clips on dish wash gel 
making, local detergent preparation 
in local dialect and documentation on 
Tea plantation were also shown to the 
participants.

The programme was chaired by 
Rokoshuno Angela, Dy. Project director 
(ATMA), Kohima. Altogether 32 women 
farmers from various blocks and ATMA 
functionaries attended the programme.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The 
Against Corruption and Una-
bated Taxation (ACAUT) on 
Tuesday has come out strongly 
with regard to the construction 
of the RCC Bridge over Doy-
ang river at Liphanyan, Ralan 
Sub-Division of Wokha district 
under Nagaland Foot Hill Road 
(NFHR). 

A press release from the 
ACAUT media cell stated that 
Lotha Hoho along with ACAUT 
Unit Wokha carried out a phys-
ical inspection of the bridge 
construction  and found out 
that only 25-30 percent of the 
work was complete although 
the target date of completion 
and commissioning of the 
bridge was over by one full year. 

It also stated that an RTI 
has revealed that the con-
cerned executive engineer, 
“instead of ensuring to com-
plete the work; had made 
payments to the contractor to 
the tune of INR.18, 49, 73,074 
(75% of work order amount), 
which amounts to fraudulent 
payment of bill to the tune of 
50%, without work,” as per the 
RTI the executive Engineer 
had falsely claimed that 75% 
of the work has been com-

loquium on Road Connectiv-
ity,’ convened by the Naga-
land government on October 
10, during which, the Acaut 
stated, the chief engineer of 
PWD (roads and bridges) had 
revealed that the work was 
abandoned.

The Acaut Nagaland ap-
plauded the Lotha Hoho in ex-
posing corruption and hoped 
that more organisations emu-
late the exemplary courage 
shown by the hoho in fighting 
corruption and fighting for the 
welfare of the general popula-
tion.

Terming it as a very serious 
matter of public importance 
and a crime against the public, 
Acaut stated that it is  just unac-
ceptable that a road connec-
tivity of such socio-economic 
importance upon which the 
whole of Eastern Naga area and 
passing through six districts of 
Nagaland which would have 
been a huge sigh of relief for 
people who face constant har-
assment and fear travelling via 
Assam.  

 “This is a crime of magni-
tude proportion perpetuated 
against the people of Nagaland 
and ACAUT Nagaland is in total 

agreement with Lotha HoHo 
that “Nagaland cannot go on in 
such malpractice indefinitely 
and Nagas need to take the 
required deterrent action”, the 
Acaut demanded. 

“The PWD(R&B) Nagaland 
should make its Departments 
stand clear on this matter and 
clarify to the people of Naga-
land, the Chief Engineers State-
ment that “work was aban-
doned” during “Colloquium 
on Road Connectivity” when 
payment for the work has al-
ready been made,” the Acaut 
demanded. 

 It also demanded govern-
ment of Nagaland to immedi-
ately suspend the “executive 
engineer (R&B) in question” 
and black list “M/s LPukhato 
Shohe & Sons firm for the sanc-
tity of an impartial”

Furthermore, the Acaut 
Nagaland demanded that the 
SIT should complete its report 
and befitting action should 
be initiated by the govern-
ment within one month failing 
which ACAUT Nagaland along 
with all aggrieved stakeholders 
will initiate a sustained plan of 
action. 

pleted”. 
“Based on these grounds 

the Lotha HoHo had filed FIR 
on October 23,2017 at Wokha 
Police Station against the Ex-
ecutive Engineer (R&B), Di-
mapur Division alleging that 
the Executive Engineer had 
made “fraudulent payments” 
and M/S L Pukhato Shohe & 
Sons, CL-1//52-NPW, before 
completion of the works” the 
release stated. 

The release also stated that 
the Lotha Hoho has informed 

that the contractor was is-
sued the work order by the 
Chief Engineer, PWD (RB), 
Nagaland on March 15, 2014 
and a revised work order was 
issued on November 21, 2014 
for construction of the RCC 
Bridge which amounted to INR 
24, 52, 20,000. 

Saying that the target date 
of commissioning of the said 
bridge was scheduled for Oct. 
15, 2016, the Acaut said that the 
the Lotha Hoho also brought 
up this matter during the ‘Col-

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) on Tuesday 
countered the general secretary 
of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in- 
charge of North East, Ram Madhav, 
who reportedly said that the regional 
party was ‘rejected by the people’ 
during the BJP’s executive meeting 
held on Oct. 9 at Mokokchung. 

“As a matter of fact, to say that 
NPF has been rejected by the people 
is based on sheer imagination and 
does not reflect the ground reality,” 
the NPF press bureau stated in a 
press statement. It said that the NPF, 
as the oldest political party in the 
northeast India, undoubtedly enjoys 
the love and support of the citizens 
of Nagaland. 

The party stated that it has 
emerged as the single largest party in 
the state with 26 MLAs in the house of 
60 in the last 2018 Assembly election 
in Nagaland State. 

“The NPF party alone secured 
38.8 % of the total vote share NPF alli-
ance partners secured more than 6%. 
As such, the total percentage of vote 
share secured by NPF and its alliance 
was 44.7% in the last 2018 Assembly 
election. Again in the Lok Sabha By-
election held in the month of May 
2018, the NPF secured 41.43% of the 
total vote share,” the NPF stated. 

Therefore, the NPF asserted that 
the notion of the NPF being rejected 
by the  people is based on sheer 
imagination and does not reflect the 
ground reality. 

“...the question of NPF being 
rejected by the people does not arise 
as stated by Ram Madhav, National 
Gen. Secy. of BJP in- charge of North 
East in the BJP state executive meet-
ing at Mokokchung on Oct. 9,” the 
release stated while adding that 
the BJP official might have been 

‘evidently’ wrongly briefed by some 
of his co-workers or by some other 
political opponents of NPF who are 
desperately trying hard to discredit 
NPF in any given opportunity. 

 The party stated that it has sur-
vived for the past 55 years despite of 
severe criticism from some individu-
als and political adversaries. It has 
stood the test of time despite all odds.

 “It has already gained the status 
of being the 2nd oldest regional po-
litical party in India. This is also one 
of the main reasons why the national 
political parties as well as the newly 
floated political parties feel insecure 
to encounter the NPF,” the party 
stated. 

Saying that it has been the en-
deavour of the NPF to resolve the 
protracted Naga political issue in a 
peaceful manner, the party stated 
that it has expanded its jurisdiction to 
other parts of north-eastern Indian. It 
said that the electorates of Manipur, 
in response and appreciation of the 
NPF’s efforts to find a peaceful set-
tlement of all political conflicts, have 
elected ‘consecutively’ four NPF 
MLAs in Manipur State Legislative 
Assembly. 

It said that it is a record that the 
BJP- led Government which is pres-
ently running the government in 
Manipur could be formed just be-
cause of the unconditional support 
extended by 4 NPF MLAs. 

 “Although BJP has sever (ed) ties 
with NPF in Nagaland State, the NPF 
as a matured political party can-
not change its stand overnight and 
therefore it continues to support the 
BJP government in Manipur. The BJP 
high command knows better how 
difficult it would be for the BJP to run 
the Government in Manipur without 
NPF,” the party stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): If 
cleanliness is next to godli-
ness, then small matters like 
washing of hands does mat-
ter; and thus, there is this 
day called the ‘global hand-
washing day’ which was also 
observed in the state on Oct. 
15 which was observed by 
the PHED (Public Health 
Engineering Department) 
and the people sensitised on 
the importance of keeping 
the hands clean. 

The global hand-wash-
ing day is an annual world-
wide advocacy day dedicat-
ed to increasing awareness 
and understanding about 
the importance of hand-
washing with soap as an 
easy, effective, and afford-
able way to prevent diseases 
and save lives.

The first global hand-
washing day was held in 
2008, when over 120 mil-
lion children around the 
world washed their hands 
with soap in more than 70 
countries. Since 2008, com-
munity and national leaders 
have projected the day as a 
means to spread the word 
about hand-washing, build 
sinks and tippy taps, and 
demonstrate the simplicity 
and value of clean hands.  
Each year, over 200 mil-
lion people are involved 
in celebrations in over 100 
countries around the world.  

In the state capital Ko-
hima, Public Health Engi-
neering Department (U) 
observed the day. The HRD 

Consultant of WSSO (Wa-
ter and Sanitation Support 
Organization),Thenusuo 
Sekhose, while speaking 
on the occasion said that 
it is the bounden duty of 
the community to ensure 
the operation and mainte-
nance, continuous usage of 
toilets and practice of self 
hygiene behaviour. 

 She said that access to 
sanitation has grown enor-
mously, especially after the 
SBM (Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion) programme in the na-
tion, has enormously grown 
from 39% to 93%.

On Nagaland being de-
clared as an open defecation 
free (ODF) state on Oct 2, 
Sekhose said the attention 
is now moving to sustain-
ability initiatives for IEC, ca-
pacity building and Swach-
hagrahis (foot soldiers).  

 She also emphasised 
on the roles of Swachhag-
rahis and WATSAN com-
mittee members towards 
sustaining the ODF status, 
reinforce improved behav-
iours through door to door 
communication, menstrual 
hygiene management, sup-
port ODF verification and 

also create awareness of 
operation and maintenance 
of toilets.

 
Tuensang 
The District Water and Sani-
tation Mission, PHED Tu-
ensang Division observed 
the day  government higher 
secondary school  Tuensang 
on the theme ‘Clean Hands- 
a recipe for health’. 

 Junior engineer, Kha-
oshai Lam, while speaking 
at the programme, said that 
nutritional diet and hygiene 
go hand in hand. He said 
that washing hands with 

soap  is important for food 
safe, prevention of diseases, 
and child growth.  

 Saying that the mortal-
ity rate of infant is 1.8 mil-
lion due to diarrhoea and 
1.5 due to pneumonia, Lam 
said that hand washing with 
soap can save millions of life 
in developing countries. 

He further appealed to 
students to be the Agent of 
change and spread aware-
ness amongst us to bring 
change and development 
in community health and 
hygiene.  At  the programme, 
IEC Consultant DWSM, 

PHED Tuensang Division,  
Ashale Seb, demonstrated 
the ways of proper hand 
washing with soap.  

 A brief note on health 
and hygiene was delivered 
by PGT GHSS Thangjam, 
Anban Konyak, while JE, 
PHED Tuensang Er. Shede 
Swuro chaired the program 
and vote of thanks was 
proposed by JE, PHED Tu-
ensang Er. S. Akanjongshi 
Chang.  The program was 
attended by students and 
teachers of Govt. Higher 
Secondary School Thang-
jam Tuensang.

Longleng 
In Longleng,  the pro-
gramme was observed at 
Good Shepherd School, 
Longleng where the con-
sultant of Sanitation and 
Hygiene Consultant, Akala 
Jamir spoke on cleanliness 
of hands, body and sur-
rounding to do away way 
various types of infection 
and diseases. 

Highlighting on the im-
portance of hand washing 

with soap she said hand 
washing with soap is the 
best way to fight germs and 
control infection of dis-
eases. She urged the stu-
dents to start inculcating 
the good habits of proper 
hand washing with soap and 
disseminate the message of 
its importance back to their 
families, friends and com-
munity. Later she also gave 
demonstration on proper 
hand washing method.  

Keeping hands clean is one of the most important 
steps you can take to prevent the spreading of 
germs.

The National institute of Health and Care Excellence 
has pointed out that one in 16 people being treated on 
the NHS pick up a hospital acquired infection. Whether 
you are visiting or caring for patients in hospital, or in 
the home, the seven step guide of hand-washing should 
always be observed.

Getting started
Hands should be wet under running warm water and 

soap dispensed into cupped hands if running warm wa-
ter is not available alcohol hand rub, gel or foam should 
be used. Hand washing should take 40-60 seconds.
Seven step guide

1. Rub palms together
2. Rub the backs of both hands
3. Interlace fingers and rub hands together
4. Interlock fingers and rub the backs of fingers of 

both hands
5. Rub thumb in a rotating manner followed by the 

area between index finger and thumb for both 
hands

6. Rub fingertips on palm for both hand
7. Rub both wrists in a rotating manner 

Source: Internet
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A resource person adresses participants during the oyster mushroom cultivation programme, at the 
directorate of Horticulture on October 16. 
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Recipient of the Dr I Longrizung Trust Award, Imliyala Longchar, centre, along with members of the Trust and others, on October 16 at the 
Longkumer Kilen in Mokokchung. 

‘No twin centennial Naga Club 
celebrations,’ says Kohima village 

Longkhum achiever lands first Dr. I Longrizung Trust Award

Phek farmers place mission 
statement for stakeholders 

Entrepreneurship workshop 
shares success tricks 

Oyster mushroom cultivation training concludes 

Dimapur ILP zone: NSF to continue with checking 

Opposition MLA kicks ball 
against PDA at sports event

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The Kohima Village Council 
(KVC) has decided not to 
participate in the centenni-
al celebrations of the Naga 
Club, calling it ‘disturbing’ 
that two different organ-
isations would conduct 
the same event separately. 
The council issued a press 
release on Monday refer-
ring to “twin celebration of 
Naga  Club  by the  Naga 
Students’ Federation  (NSF) 
and  ‘erstwhile  Naga Club  
members.’

“The Kohima Village 
Council  is  deeply dis-
turbed  by  the  news of twin 
celebration of  Naga  Club  
by the  Naga Students Fed-
eration  and  the  erstwhile  
Naga Club  members.  In 
this regard, the Kohima Vil-
lage Council held a meeting 
on 15th October  2018  at 
Kohima Village Panchayat 

Hall   which included the  
descendents  of eight   sig-
natories of the memoran-
dum of Simon Commission  
from  Kohima Village,” the 
press release read. 

The council said to have 
engaged in discussions af-
ter which a number of reso-
lutions were taken. Accord-
ing to the council, “There is 
an erroneous understand-
ing that the Naga Club was 
formed by Nagas who were 
in the Labour Corps and 
fought in the World War 1 
(1914-1918).”

The council stated: ‘The 
club was “actually formed 
by a few salaried people 
comprising of  masters, 
interpreters, clerks  of the 
deputy commissioner’s of-
fice of the then Naga Hills 
before the  arrival of the 
Naga  Labour Corps. The 
Naga Club was formed on 

7th January 1918 while the 
Naga Labor Corps arrived 
from France only by June 
1918 and they formed Naga 
Elders Union. Therefore, 
the Naga Club was not 
formed by the returnees of 
Naga Labor Corps. How-
ever, the signatories of the 
representation letter to the 
Simon Commission in-
cluded Captain Dr. Khosa  
Zinyü who was  a Labour 
Corps returnee.’ 

“Naga Club sans Simon 
Commission would have 
remained simply a Club 
only  in the manner and 
style of British social clubs. 
However on receiving news 
of the arrival of the Simon  
Commission,  the  members   
decided to write a represen-
tation which was drafted by  
Mr. Ruzhükhrie Sekhose.  
Needless to say, this sim-
ple, visionary and inclusive 

document, asking to be left 
alone to determine their fu-
ture by themselves and not 
to be included within the 
reformed scheme of India, 
set the political aspiration 
and goal for the Nagas for 
the first time.” 

The council called it 
‘regrettable  that the  An-
gami Public Organisation 
‘could not  broker peace  
between  the  Naga Club 
and the  NSF, “two of the 
most experienced  and in-
tellectual Naga bodies.”  

Amongst other details, 
the council stated, it is 
learnt that the ‘twin cel-
ebrations’ involve formal 
ceremonies that are ‘al-
most replications of each 
other including unveiling 
of respective monoliths to 
mark the momentous oc-
casion.’

“Save the formal pro-

grams, the very act of com-
memorating 100 years of 
Naga Club by erecting two 
monoliths makes a mock-
ery of the vision of the Naga 
Club and also diminishes 
the solemnity of the oc-
casion,” the press release 
read. ‘Therefore the Ko-
hima Village Council has 
decided not to participate 
in either of the celebratory 
programme of the Naga 
Students’ Federation and 
the Naga Club.’   

“However  it is  still our 
wish and prayer that good 
sense will prevail and the 
two  organisations  will 
come together in the spirit 
of maturity, give and take 
and preserve the vision of 
the Naga Club and  Simon 
Commission,  encompass-
ing  all the  Nagas  before  
causing  further  permanent 
damage.”

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation has declared that it 
would start in its fourth phase of Inner 
Line Permit (ILP) checks alongside a post-
er campaign demanding that Dimapur 
be brought under the purview of the ILP 
regulation. The NSF expressed displeas-
ure that the Nagaland government gave 
an unfavourable response to the students’ 
demand to make Dimapur district an ILP 
zone. The NSF issued a note on Monday. 

“The Naga Students Federation 
had submitted a memorandum to the 

chief minister for demand to include 
Dimapur district within the purview 
of ILP on the 24th September with an 
appeal to the chief minister’s office for 
a response within a time period of 30 
days,” the note read.

“However, the reply given to the NSF 
had no mentioned of the ILP in Dimapur 
district. Therefore, the NSF will carry out 
its 4th phase on checking of ILP and de-
mand for inclusion of Dimapur district 
within the purview of ILP by carrying out 
poster campaign.”

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 16 
(EMN): A student from 
L o n g k h u m  v i l l a g e  i n 
Mokokchung district has 
been awarded with the 
first Dr I Longrizung Trust 
Award for being selected to 
study for the MBBS course. 
The award was instituted 
for candidates who qualify 
for the national and state 
examinations for the MBBS 
course study.

A grand programme 
was held at the Longkumer 

Kilem on Tuesday where 
Imliyala Longchar received 
a citation and cash of INR 
40,000.

The director of the 
Trust, L Mefutiba Ao, high-
lighted that the award was 
introduced to encourage 
young minds from Long-
khum to undertake medi-
cal studies to serve human-
ity as endeavoured by Dr  
I Longrizung during his 
lifetime. He said that the 
award was instituted by 
family members after the 

passing of Dr I Longrizung 
in 2006.

Ao informed that the 
Late Dr I Longrizung Trust 
was initiated based on the 
various principles that the 
late doctor followed and 
believed in.  Initially, it was 
started with an aim to pro-
vide free medical assistance 
to economically challenged 
people living in places ac-
cess to which was challeng-
ing. Over the years the Trust 
has been conducting free 
medical camps in the rural 

areas, he said.
He added that Another 

component of the Trust 
includes an academic ex-
cellence award for both Arts 
and Science, at Fazl Ali Col-
lege in Mokokchung. 

The chief guest of the 
event was M Bendang-
nukshi Longkume, senior 
advisor to the Mokokchung 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, gave away 
the award. He said that 
Dr Longrizung achieved 
his goal to be a physician 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Women in farming in Phek 
district have set a list of 
imperatives they believe 
would help in developing 
agriculture and harness-
ing regional resources to 
promote the economy 
of the state.   “We Naga 
women farmers of Phek, 
Dimapur and Kohima 
district, members of the 
Self Employed Women 
Association (Sewa) Naga-
land and North East Net-
work (NEN), a women’s 
rights organization that 
support women farmers, 
having deliberated issues 
and challenges to our in-
digenous food and farm-
ing system in the context 
of climate change, have 
arrived at the following 
declaration...” the press 
release read. 

They made an appeal 
to the government and 
local authorities, village 
councils in particular, with 
a list of action that they 
can take to develop the 
agriculture economy. 

The imperatives and 
action that the stakehold-
ers and government can 
take (given verbatim):  

‘Promote and support 
diversity-based ecological 
agriculture where wom-
en are engaged in largest 
numbers as producers 
and workers. Ensure sup-
port for Jhum agriculture 
which involves food pro-
duction on small farms 
through policy and invest-
ment support. 

Support growing food 

crops to ensure food and 
nutritional security and 
protect the environment 
from adverse affects of 
chemical based farming. 
Create support for land-
less women farmers in 
leasing agriculture lands 
for organic farming. En-
sure effective implemen-
tation of Nagaland State 
Organic Policy. Promote 
and support diversified 
livelihoods and provide 
market linkages.

‘Ensure access to good 
quality indigenous seeds: 
promote indigenous food 
crops and seeds, to de-
crease dependence on 
market seeds. Recognize 
traditional knowledge of 
women farmers in conser-
vation of genetic diversity 
and provide infrastructur-
al support for women-led 
community seed banks. 
Strengthen and prioritize 
innovative indigenous 
practices of seed preser-
vation, procurement and 
its distribution. Revive 
and support for climate 
resilient indigenous seeds. 

‘Enhance access to 
credit and working capi-
tal for women farmers 
and their collectives to 
enhance their livelihoods; 
provide infrastructure sup-
port; address grievance of 
frequent deduction from 
savings by Banks.’

Pest Management: Rec-
ognize and promote prac-
tices of Indigenous Pest 
Management and also 
support farmers with sci-

entific and technical kno-
whow on managing new 
pests and diseases in the 
context of climate change.  

Social Security Schemes: 
“All women workers from 
the informal sector/ farm 
women should be able to 
access universal cover-
age for all social security 
schemes such as pension, 
maternity entitlements, 
health, accident and life 
insurance. 

Activate the Nagaland 
State Unorganised Social 
Security Welfare Board 
and implement the Un-
organised Workers’ Social 
Security Act 2008 in reality.

Strengthening Local mar-
ket: Ensure good connec-
tivity, infrastructure for af-
fordable transportation of 
agricultural produce from 
rural to urban areas; de-
velop collection centers in 
rural areas and dropping 
points in towns, enable 
women farmers’ access to 
markets.  

Adoption of appropri-
ate technology:This in-
cludes technical support 
for developing innovative 
women friendly tools and 
appropriate technology 
for hilly terrain. 

Innovative, cost ef-
fective food-processing 
technology such as Millets 
de-husking machines to 
decrease drudgery should 
be developed and made 
available, accessible and 
affordable for women 
farmers.

Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): A 
legislator of the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) Kuzholuzo 
Nienu on Monday criticised 
the People’s Democratic Al-
liance (PDA) government of 
misleading the Naga people 
with the ‘change is coming’ 
slogan.  The former minister 
has asked the government 
to address more important 
issues confronting the Naga 
community: The Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill 2016, 
debate on the Scrapping of 
Article 377 by the Supreme 
Court and legalising gay 
sex; rising prices of essential 
commodities; the influx 
of illegal immigrants into 
Nagaland; the deteriorating 
road conditions, among 
others.

A press release from 
the MLA’s office Tuesday 
evening stated that Nienu 
had expected ‘simultaneous 
positive changes’ but the 
‘changes’ had rather come 
in an ‘unfortunate manner.’ 
He said this during an ad-
dress to the inaugural pro-
gramme of the Phek Town 
Inter-Colony Tournament at 
Phek town.

The MLA was stated to 
have highlighted that ‘de-

velopmental activities have 
come to a standstill, no stu-
dents’ scholarship, no old 
age pension, no teachers’ 
salary, roads everywhere in 
very deplorable conditions, 
bridges connecting towns 
and villages going down 
with no effort of the govern-
ment to repair them.’

Nienu said that the chief 
minister failed to empower 
his legislators in charge of 
departments and instead 
‘we have mere public hav-
ing a higher status than our 
mandated leaders which is 
totally hilarious, self-deceiv-
ing and undermining the 
public mandate,’ the press 
release read.

“He said the govern-
ment of the day fearing to 
take questions and trying 
its best to limit the ques-
tions put forth by the op-
position during assembly 
session. The former minis-
ter pointed that the PDA’s 
much talked about cam-
paign against doing away 
with ‘VIP culture’ only ‘in-
creased with the numerous 
number of appointments 
as advisors and chairmen 
which subsequently bur-
dened the state exchequer 

to the tune of crores.’
The press release quoted 
the MLA: “As a leader we 
should behave and act more 
matured and become a sight 
for sore eyes. We wake up to 
cheap paper wars everyday- 
leaders and parties issu-
ing provocative statements 
even targeting individually. 
Instead of wasting precious 
time criticizing one another, 
I request the govt. of the day 
to rise up above petty poli-
tics and address the more 
important issues confront-
ing the present Naga gen-
eration such as 

The Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill 2016, debate on 
the Scrapping of Article 
377 by the Supreme Court 
whereby gay sex has been 
legalized, rising price of es-
sential commodities, the 
influx of IBIs to our land, the 
deteriorating road condi-
tions and most importantly 
taking up of all round devel-
opment in our state.” 

 On the parliamentary 
elections, he was optimistic 
that the tide would favour 
the NPF. He has urged his 
party’s men and women to 
be steadfast and patient.

Community first responders train during a disaster-control drill on October 15 at an unspecified location.  
Personnel from the Central Training Institute, Nagaland Home Guards and Civil Defence along with the 
National Disaster Response Force conducted a joint outdoor exercise on October 15. An update from the 
CTI at Toluvi in Dimapur informed that the drill was conducted as part of an ongoing Aapda-Mitra flood 
disaster control training drill for community volunteers. 

Riding waves 

and to serve the people. 
He treated people with-
out charging them fees 
and gave medicines to 
the needy and the elderly, 
Longkumer said.

He was a humanitar-
ian who earned people’s 
respect because of his hon-
esty, sincerity, and hard 
work, Longkumer said.  The 
society today needs such a 
visionary and selfless per-
son like Dr I Longrizung, 
the gathering was told.

Dr I Longrizung joined 
the civil hospital at Mokok-
chung as an assistant sur-
geon in 1951. He was a 
trained anaesthetist and 
radiologist from Assam 
Medical College at Dibru-
garh 1956 and 1960. He was 
also considered the first 
physician from the state to 
have undergone training on 
safety aspects about medi-
cal uses of radiation in the 
then Bombay in 1966. He 
was one of the founding 
members of Fazl Ali College 
Mokokchung in 1959 and 
recipient of the Vijay Ratna 
Award in 1997; Best Citizen 
of India Award in 1988, and 
the Gold Star Award from 
London in 1998.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN):  
Breaking free from comfort 
zones, thinking differently, 
and working hard until suc-
cess are what make a person 
successful. There won’t be 
progress if the society con-
tinues to live the way it is,  
was the message of a work-
shop on entrepreneurship 
for students in Wokha. 

The Lotha Students’ Un-
ion conducted a workshop 
on skill development and 
entrepreneurship on Tues-
day in collaboration with 
the Entrepreneurs Associ-
ates (EA), Youthnet and the 
district administration of 
Wokha.

The resource persons 
of the event were Neichute 
Duolo of EA; Shiroi Shaiza, 
Corporate Manager of EA; 
Yanpvuo Kikon, entrepre-
neur; and Supeno and Linet 
from YouthNet. They spoke 
about taking on challenges 
by ‘thinking differently from 
the rest of people who run 
after government jobs only.’ 
They said that people in 
most developed countries 
venture into business and 
entrepreneurship to domi-
nate the economy. Students 
from various schools at-
tended the event. 

The deputy commis-
sioner of Wokha district Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon, 
spoke to the gathering. “If 
you want to dominate and 
control the economy then 
you need to be better than 
someone,” he said and en-
couraged the students to 
work in a constructive way 
at an initial age. ‘Our com-
fort zone has no progress 
and if the society continues 
to live the way it is, then 
there will be no progress.’

The administrator urged 
the students to change their 
mindset today so that the 

society’s future won’t be 
compromised. Students 
are the future of tomorrow, 
he said. 

Neichute Duolo, ad-
dressed the gathering in the 
first session. He talked about 
the ‘myths’ and ‘Cinderella 
syndrome’ of the Naga cul-
ture: running after govern-
ment jobs when students 
complete studies. He asked 
the students to have self 
determination and to hard 
work. People are not made 
modern with education ‘but 
we can excel better when 
one is dedicated,’ he told 
them. ‘To connect tomor-
row one needs to do away 
with yesterday’s thoughts 
by thinking differently and 
acting upon them, as soci-
ety doesn’t define anyone 
by how they are to be.’ He 
added that self-belief and 
determination leads one to 
excel in life. He encouraged 
the students to consider re-
sources: Money is generated 
through business and not by 
governments.

Supeno and Linet from 
Youthnet spoke about 
strength and weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats. 
Linet highlighted 4 Ps: pro-
ductivity, passion, possi-
bility and power. Supeno 
encourage the students to 
take up any job. 

Another speaker, Shiroi 
Shaiza, said that people are 
fight problems, but never 
realize that its all about find-
ing solutions to them. She 
asked the students to do 
research and plan. Also an-
other resource person, Yan-
pvuo Kikon, spoke about 
self-belief. He asked the 
gathering to be ‘humble, 
simple,’ and to ‘act-eat local’ 
but to think global. He urged 
them to use mistakes and 
failures to build success. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 16 (EMN): The 
two-day training in oyster 
mushroom with low cost 
infrastructure, culminated 
on Tuesday at the direc-
torate of Horticulture in 
Kohima.

The deputy director of 
the Horticulture depart-
ment, Meyisashi, who was 
the resource person at the 
training event, said that 
growing mushroom was an 
income-generating activ-
ity. The officer remarked 
that ‘no other business 
would give the farmers a 
higher income within a 
month.’ He expressed ap-
preciation that 70% of the 
young trainees at the work-
shop were women. 

Meyisashi called upon 
the farmers to avail the op-
portunity and learn the var-
ious methods that goes into 
mushroom cultivation  as a 
means for sustaining liveli-

hood. Besides, mushroom 
has many health benefits, 
he told the gathering.

He reminded that gov-
ernment can only give as-
sistance in terms of mate-
rials and training but the 
farmers should sustain 
cultivation efforts with the 
profits they earn from the 
seed and materials pro-
vided by the department.

On the aspect of pro-
duction, he said mushroom 
is most suitable for hilly 
regions but it also depends 
on the cultivators to take it 
to the next level to make it 
successful. 

During the practical 
session, he gave a power 
point presentation on pro-
duction of mushroom and 
management; design of 
infrastructure and after care 
and the methods involved 
in cultivation.

The officer said that ed-
ible mushroom has found 

a niche among small scale 
farmers in Nagaland. “Pre-
viously they were picked 
from the wild, but now, 
many farmers are growing 
mushrooms for their nutri-
tive value as well as medici-
nal purposes,” he said.

He said the oyster type 
of mushrooms is cultivated 
in Nagaland because it can 
fruit over a wide range of 
temperatures.  He said it 
offers lucrative business, 
requires no arable land for 
production, and provides 
diversification with benefits 
such as increased income, 
employment, food and nu-
trition security. 

The two-day long train-
ing was imparted to 204 
farmers from 11 districts, 
and Tseyminyu sub-divi-
sion. 

Spawn and equipment 
for oyster mushroom was 
distributed during the pro-
gramme too.



Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 16 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister Non-
gthombam Biren Singh was 
adjudged as the 3rd ‘Best 
Chief Minister of the Coun-
try’ in a nation-wide survey 
conducted by the media 
group – India Today.

State Governor Dr. Na-
jma Heptulla honoured the 
chief minister on Monday. 
While congratulating Singh 
on Monday during a brief 
felicitation programme at 
the Raj Bhavan in Imphal, 
she said Biren Singh is the 
best chief minister the state 
has ever produced.

Singh with his cabinet 
ministers have initiated and 
achieved a lot of progressive 
programme for the welfare 
of the people of the state 
during his one and half year 
tenure as the chief minister 
of the state, she said.

Stating that the state has 
moved forward and it is now 
recognised by the rest of the 
country which earlier used 
to stop somewhere in As-
sam, she added now people 
have realized that there is 
something beautiful beyond 
the borders of Assam.

The governor stated that 
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Biren 3rd best chief minister in the country Over dozen policemen including 
ASP injured as two groups clash

Mnp. opp. parties submit memorandum to gov.

Japan to participate in Indian International 
Cherry Blossom Festival at Shillong 

MNF urges use of ballot 
papers in assembly polls

Amit Shah 
to kick off 
Mizoram poll 
campaign today

Arrested Mnp. University teachers, students released

PTI

N Biren Singh (left) cuts a cake during a felicitation programme at the Raj Bhavan in Imphal.

Conrad Sangma, Chief Minister of Meghalaya and Prof. Dinabandhu Sahoo, Director IBSD launching the 
poster at Press Club of India in New Delhi at the Curtain Raiser for India International Cherry Blossom 
Festival 2018.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1969SUD0KU 1809
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Singers Campbell or Frey
 5. Doctrine
 8. Symbol
 12. Hindu princess
 13. Remote in manner
 15. Having finished
 16. At the highest point
 17. All the plant and animal life of a 

region
 18. Picnic insects
 19. With great urgency
 22. Young child
 23. A single thing
 24. Scorch
 26. First day of the work week
 29. Anagram of “Denial”
 31. Reverend (abbrev.)
 32. A tributary of the Missouri River
 34. Marked by excessive enthusiasm
 36. Mineral bearing rocks
 38. A treasure of unknown ownership
 40. Magic symbol
 41. Small slender gulls
 43. People who get things done
 45. 10
 46. Aromatic herbs
 48. Expunges
 50. Gemstone
 51. Gorilla or chimpanzee
 52. Gesture of submission
 54. Pertaining to control of land
 61. Submit to another’s will
 63. City in Florida
 64. Native of Peru
 65. Folktales
 66. Of the lower body
 67. Beige
 68. Not more
 69. Type of tree
 70. Small storage building 

 DOWN
 1. Alumnus
 2. Tardy

 3. Grandson of Adam (Bible)
 4. Japan
 5. Latin for “Flanks”
 6. Smoky residue
 7. Speck
 8. A mountain on Crete
 9. Add to
 10. Upon
 11. Where a bird lives
 13. Alongside each other
 14. Not true 
 20. Prefix indicating “Within”
 21. 365 days

 25. Hebrew month
 26. Small ponds
 27. Overwhelms
 28. Lawns or gardens
 29. Dike
 30. “Dressed to the _____”
 31. Decay
 33. Gunk
 35. Lair
 37. Prune
 39. Having no fixed course
 42. Style of jazz singing
 44. Anagram of “Soap”

 47. Oleoresin
 49. Sequence
 52. The seed-bearing capsule 

of a cotton plant
 53. A slender woodwind 

instrument
 55. Annoy or anger
 56. A horizontal bar
 57. Muslim prayer leader
 58. 1/12th of a foot
 59. Unit of area
 60. Extol
 62. Affirmative

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1808

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1968

under the leadership of Bi-
ren Singh, the state govern-
ment is working hard to 
promote tourism and the 
hospitality industry. 

People are coming to the 
state looking for possible 
opportunities in opening 
up nursing college, small 
food processing unit, solar 
energy plant around the 
Loktak Lake by an NGO 

coming from Kuwait namely 
Quark Ganges Power Private 
Limited, which is a positive 
prospect for the state, she 
said, adding that the name 
and fame of Manipur has 
gone beyond the border of 
the country.

Biren Singh was elected 
as the leader of the BJP Leg-
islatures Party of Manipur 
in March, 2017. Later this 56 

year old national-level foot-
baller-turned-journalist-
turned-politician was sworn 
in as the 24th Chief Minister 
of Manipur on March 15, 
2017. Under his leadership, 
the government has taken 
up many developmental 
projects for the benefit of 
the people of Manipur.  Af-
ter taking charge as chief 
minister of the state, he initi-

ated the schemes ‘Go to Hill’ 
and ‘Go to Village’ to bridge 
the gap between the valley 
and the Hill people and to 
cater benefits to the people 
residing in remote areas of 
the State.

Many schemes were in-
troduced focusing on the 
welfare of the people such as 
Chief Minister-gi Hakshelgi 
Tengbang, Chief Minister-
gi Sotharabasingi Tenbang 
among others.

Interacting with the me-
dia persons on the sideline 
of the day’s felicitation pro-
gramme, Singh said that 
soon after swearing-in as 
the chief minister, his first 
priority was to work for the 
people and work with the 
people.

He said he is motivated 
to work harder for the wel-
fare of each and every citi-
zen of the state after being 
conferred as the 3rd Best 
Chief Minister of the Coun-
try. Thanking the governor 
and the officials of the gov-
ernors’ secretariat, for her 
guidance in every step and 
her constant encourage-
ment and well wishes, he 
dedicated the achievement 
to the people of the State.

Shillong, Oct. 16 (PTI): Over 
a dozen policemen includ-
ing an ASP were injured 
when two groups of devo-
tees clashed in Meghalaya’s 
West Jaintia Hills district, 
prompting the district ad-
ministration to impose pro-
hibitory order in the area, 
a senior police officer said 
Tuesday.

The two groups clashed 
Monday night over the right 
to perform the rituals at the 
Nartiang Durga Temple after 
the death of the chief priest 
in March this year, the of-
ficer said.

As the new priest tried 
to enter the temple the two 
groups attacked each other, 
forcing the police to inter-
vene.

In the melee, an addi-
tional superintendent of po-
lice (ASP) and over a dozen 
policemen were injured as 
the two groups attacked the 
police with sands, rocks and 
live embers, Superintend-
ent of Police, Lakador Syiem 
said.

The district deputy com-
missioner Garod LSN Dykes 
has imposed prohibitory or-
der under section 144 CrPC 
in and around the village.

The SP said additional 
security forces were deployed 
in and around the temple till 
the festivities are over.

While informing that no 
arrests were made, the SP 
said the police have already 
identified the trouble mon-
gers and all of them have 

fled the village fearing arrest.
Nartiang Durga temple 

was closed soon after the 
death of the chief priest as 
there was a dispute as to 
who would conduct the puja 
at the temple resulting in 
the High Court intervening 
in the matter, officials said.

A single bench of the 
High Court headed by Jus-
tice S R Sen had on Sep-
tember 14 ordered that 
the puja rituals should be 
performed in a pious and 
proper manner without any 
disturbance, they said.

The court allowed the 
residents of Nartiang village 
to decide who will perform 
the ritual and if necessary to 
consult religious scholars in 
the matter.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 16 (EMN): The committee of 
political parties, a platform of opposition 
parties on Tuesday submitted a memo-
randum -- seven-point resolution adopted 
during the people’s political convention in 
Imphal to the state Governor Dr. Najma 
Heptulla.

This was disclosed by Convener RK 
Anand of the committee comprising nine 
political parties in presence of representa-
tives of the parties during a press confer-
ence at congress Bhavan here this after-
noon. The political parties are congress, 
CPI, CPI (M), NCP, JD (S), AIFB, RSP, BSP 
and AAP. 

The declaration condemned the mid-
night raid of the Manipur University hos-
tels by armed police, demanded ensuring 
normal functioning to the university at the 
earliest, and judicial inquiry on the issue. 

It also decided to oppose the imple-
mentation of the framework agreement 

signed between NSCN (IM) and centre.
The recolution also included the de-

mand to uphold democracy, secularism 
and socialism as enshrined in the consti-
tution of India. It ondemned skyhigh price 
rise of the essential commodities besides 
demanding to ensure Indo-Myanmar 
boundary (Manipur sector) demarcation 
by traditional demarcation.

“In our half an hour discussion, our 
governor took the matters seriously,” says 
Anand, former congress MLA from Naoriya 
Pakhanglakpa constituency. Sharing a 
similar sentiment, former minister and 
former CPI Manipur state council secretary 
Dr Moirangthem Nara informed that the 
committee of political parties will see how 
far the governor helps in implementing the 
demands.

Sharing his view during the press 
conference, former MLA Dr. Ng Bijoy also 
admitted that the state governor was con-
cerned about the developments.

Aizawl, Oct. 16 (PTI): BJP 
president Amit Shah will 
kick off party’s campaign on 
Wednesday for the Novem-
ber 28 assembly elections in 
Mizoram.

Shah would address 
BJP’s statewide booth level 
workers meet at R. Dength-
uama Indoor Stadium in 
Aizawl where he would kick 
off the party campaign for 
the upcoming election to 
the 40-member Mizoram 
legislative assembly, state 
BJP unit president Prof John 
V Hluna told PTI Tuesday.

Shah would induct Dr 
Buddha Dhan Chakma, a 
ruling Congress legislator 
who resigned from the state 
assembly Tuesday, in the 
meeting in the presence of 
BJP election in charge of 
Mizoram Himanta Biswas 
(Finance Minister of As-
sam), Nagaland deputy 
chief minister Y. Patton and 
other leaders on Wednesday.

Shah would also inaugu-
rate the BJP office in Aizawl 
before the meeting, Hluna 
said.

Mizoram is slated to go 
to vote on November 28.

Mizoram is the only 
state in the entire North-
East where Congress is in 
power at present. BJP lead-
ers have been asserting that 
they would make all efforts 
to remove it from the power 
from the state to paint the 
whole North-Eastern states 
with the saffron colour. 

Imphal, Oct. 16 (IANS): Six teachers 
and eight students of Manipur Uni-
versity arrested nearly a month ago in 
the course of their agitation to seek the 
removal of the Vice Chancellor were 
released on Tuesday.

Imphal West Chief Judicial Magis-
trate L. Tonsing had issued the release 
orders on Monday.

However, Popilal Ningthoujam, a 
student who was accused of throwing 

eggs at the car of the Vice Chancellor, 
is still in jail. Police had arrested the 
six Professors and 80 students during 
a September 20 midnight raid on the 
campus on the charge of involvement 
in the agitation to seek the removal of 
Vice Chancellor Professor A.P. Pandey 
for alleged financial and administrative 
irregularities.

Chief Minister N. Biren said: “The 
government has been trying to resolve 

the varsity impasse. 
We had invited stakeholders on 

several occasions. However, a break-
through was achieved on Monday 
night by signing a MoU which said, 
inter alia, that the arrested persons will 
be released unconditionally.”

Jarnail Singh, a retired Chief Secre-
tary of Manipur, has been made varsity 
administrator after Pandey was made 
to go on leave. 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN):  
Japanese  cul ture  and  
cuisine will be showcased 
in this year’s Indian Interna-
tional Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival to be held in Shillong 
from November 14 to 17th, 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma said.

Inviting tourists to the 
festival at a press conference 
here, the chief minister said 
that this was another way to 
deepen and strengthen the 
connections with the Japa-
nese government.

Address to the media , 
Sangma said there will be 
an exposition of Japanese 
cultural events and cuisine 
at the India International 
Cherry Blossom Festival 
2018 as the Embassy of Ja-
pan in India has come in as 
a strategic partner.

Director of Institute of 
Bioresources and Sustain-
able Development (IBSD) 
Prof. Dinabandhu Sahoo, in 
his welcome address men-
tioned that the Cherry Blos-
som Festival generates huge 

Aizawl, Oct 16 (PTI): The 
opposition Mizo National 
Front (MNF) on Tuesday 
demanded that ballot pa-
pers be used in the Novem-
ber 28 assembly polls in 
Mizoram instead of EVMs.

The MNF also appealed 
to the visiting EC team led 
by Chief Election Commis-
sioner Om Prakash Rawat 
to install mobile jammer 
at counting halls during 
counting of votes to be held 
on December 11.

“Why should electronic 
voting machines be used 
in Indian elections? Even 
developed countries use 
ballot papers.

EVMs are extremely 
expensive,” senior MNF 
leader H Rammawi said 
after meeting the EC team.

The EC team is on a visit 
to Mizoram to review poll 
preparedness in the state. 
The election to 40-member 
Mizoram assembly would 
be held on November 28.

Another opposition 
party, the National People’s 
Party, urged the poll panel 

to instruct to the Mizoram 
government to improve 
road condition before the 
polls.

Most of the roads and 
highways in the state were 
in extremely bad condi-
tion and movements of poll 
workers as well as political 
parties were being hindered 
because of this, an NPP 
leader said.

The NGO Coordination 
Committee, a conglomera-
tion of three major NGOs 
and two student bodies, 
urged the EC to defranchise 
all the Bru voters who chose 
to stay back in Tripura and 
did not return to Mizoram.

Only 40 of the 5,407 Bru 
refugee families returned 
to Mizoram from the six 
refugee camps in Tripura 
during the stipulated one 
month of repatriation proc-
ess that ended on Septem-
ber 30.

A leader of the NGO 
Coordination Committee 
said, “The Bru community 
in Mizoram does not have 
any problem.

employment and revenues 
for various cities and coun-
tries as lakh of visitors from 
different parts of the world 
come to Japan, New Zealand 
and parts of Korea to witness 
the Cherry Blossom.

“In Washington DC 

alone, festival typically 
brings more than 1.5 million 
visitors and brings in $400 
million in revenue every 
year. 

He also mentioned that 
the India International 
Cherry Blossom Festival 

2017, which was celebrated 
to mark the International 
Year of Sustainable Tourism 
for Development attracted 
more than one lakh visi-
tors and boosted the local 
economy by 300 percent-
Sahoo said. 

He also mentioned 
that the India International 
Cherry Blossom Festival 
2017, which was held in 
Shillong to mark the Inter-
national Year of Sustainable 
Tourism for Development, 
attracted more than one 
lakh visitors and boosted 
the local economy by 300 
per cent.

The India Internation-
al Cherry Blossom Festi-
val 2018 will celebrate the 
unique mass flowering of 
autumn Himalayan cherry 
blossoms with several cul-
tural events in Shillong, a 
statement issued by the or-
ganisers said. Visitors can 
enjoy fashion shows, rock 
concerts, a beauty pageant 
and even compete in an 
amateur golf  tournament.

Alongside, there will 
also be stalls showcasing 
the region’s food, arts and 
crafts and several Japanese  
cultural  events  and a  
Japanese food pavilion 
in partnership with the  
Japanese Embassy in India.



New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI): Probity 
watchdog Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC) has completed a 
first-of-its-kind analysis of the top 
100 banking frauds, including those 
in the jewellery and aviation sectors, 
and shared its findings with the RBI, 
ED and CBI among others, Vigilance 
Commissioner T M Bhasin said 
Tuesday.

The analysis focussed on the 
modus operandi, amount involved, 
type of lending (viz. consortium or 
individual), anomalies observed, 
loopholes that facilitated perpetra-
tion of the fraud concerned and the 
systemic improvements required 
to plug the gaps in the system and 
procedures.

The frauds were classified and 
analysed for 13 sectors including 
gem and jewellery, manufacturing 
and industry, agro, media, aviation, 
service and project, discounting 
of cheques, trading, information 
technology, export business, fixed 
deposits, demand loan and letter 
of comfort.

The modus operandi of these 
top 100 loans has been thoroughly 
analysed and various loopholes or 
lapses have been identified, Bhasin 

said. 
“Based on the findings, various 

industry specific suggestions for 
systemic improvement have been 
given in the final report, which have 
also been sent to the Department of 
Financial Services and RBI (Reserve 
Bank of India), in order to plug the 
loopholes observed by the Commis-
sion,” he told PTI.

Bhasin said the finding have 
also been shared the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 

The measures suggested in-
clude strengthening of standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) and 
the monitoring system, and also 
highlighting the role of controlling 
offices, so as to examine the aspect 
of quality of business, Bhasin said. 

The move assumes significance 
in the wake of high profile bank 
fraud cases involving absconding 
billionaire Nirav Modi and liquor 
baron Vijay Mallya among others. 

The report, which has also been 
shared with the Ministry of Corpo-
rate Affairs, carries analysis of large 
value frauds reported since March 
31, 2017.

Bhasin said this analytical study 

was initiated by the commission as 
a preventive vigilance measure to 
minimise the occurrence of such 
type frauds in the future. 

“The RBI has also confirmed to 
the commission that inputs given 
by the CVC are very useful and shall 
be used for systemic improvements 
to mitigate the risks,” he said, shar-
ing the reason behind initiating the 
analysis of the frauds.

Bhasin, a former chairman and 
managing director of the Indian 
Bank, said the intention of the com-
mission is to bring about awareness 
among the field functionaries by 
enhancing their knowledge towards 
the existing lapses, so that frauds of 
similar nature do not recur. 

“These studies have been done 
by the commission as a preventive 
vigilance tool by utilizing its vast ex-
perience of handling various cases 
of frauds and staff accountability 
related matters,” he said.

Bhasin said as a conscious deci-
sion and with a view to maintaining 
discreteness, the names of borrower 
accounts or entities, and the names 
of the banks have not been dis-
closed in the report. 

“However, steps are being taken 

for all encompassing actions such 
as investigation by the premier 
investigative agencies, fixing staff 
accountability and recovery meas-
ures, etc. for effective action,” he 
said.

Giving details of the frauds in 
the gem and jewellery sector, the re-
port cited different modus operandi 
by private companies, including 
inflating the valuation of diamonds 
with the malafide intention to avail 
higher credit facilities from the 
lenders.

It cited absence of effective 
mechanism in banks and certain 
other loopholes that led to frauds in 
this sector and suggested systemic 
changes. 

“The gem and jewellery sector 
credit facilities to these companies 
increased manifold within a short 
span of time in an effort by the 
banks to increase their credit dis-
pensation. There should have been 
some segment related limits on 
such type of credit exposures,” the 
report suggested.

There are different modus op-
erandi, loopholes and systemic im-
provements suggested by the CVC 
in the report.

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
India will be the worst suf-
ferer if international trade 
declines, Union Com-
merce and Industry Minis-
ter Suresh Prabhu said on 
Tuesday, as the US ratchets 
up tariff war and embarks 
on protectionism.

“India is the worst suf-
ferer if the world trade does 
not grow, because we have 
a huge stake, our share in 
global trade is increasing,” 
Prabhu said at an industry-
body event here.

“We are at a stage where 
more global growth will 
come from more produc-
tion within the country,” 
he said.

India has the potential 
to become a $10-trillion 
economy before 2035, the 
Minister said at the 98th 
Annual Session of The As-
sociated Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry of India 
(Assocham).

“I have set up some top 
thinkers to navigate India 
out of these new emerging 
trends and how we become 
winners despite these chal-
lenges,” he said. 

He stressed that India’s 

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s ambitious healthcare 
scheme will create 10 lakh jobs in the 
health and insurance sector, an official 
said Tuesday.

The scheme is going to improve the 
quality of healthcare in public services 
and also in the private sector, Indu Bhush-
an, the CEO of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana said while addressing an event or-
ganised by industry body Assocham here.

“The scheme will create considerable 
employment opportunities ... It will create 
10 lakh jobs in health and insurance sec-
tor,” Bhushan said.

The official also pointed out that India 

still has a very high level of expenditure 
on health compare to other emerging 
economies.

“Six crore people in India go into pov-
erty because of out of pocket expenditure 
on health ... out of pocket expenditure is 
2/3rd of total health expenditure in the 
country,” he said.

Poor people tend to use less healthcare 
services, hospitalisation, Bhushan added. 
The PMJAY, also dubbed as ‘Modicare’, 
provides Rs 5 lakh annual insurance cover 
to more than 10.7 crore poor families and 
will be funded with 60 per cent contribu-
tion coming from the central government 
and the remaining from the states.

BSNL CMD Anupam Srivastava, and Nokia’s India head Sanjay 
Malik exchange MoU to leverage Industry 4.0 for manufacturing 
excellence at Nokia’s Chennai factory. The deal was signed during 
10th anniversary celebration of Nokia at Oragadam factory near 
Chennai on Tuesday,Oct 16, 2018.

PTI
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CVC shares report on top 100 
bank frauds with RBI, ED and CBI

BSNL-Nokia sign MoU for Industry 4.0

India to be worst hit if global 
trade falls – Suresh Prabhu

Indian companies to buy Iranian 
oil in November – Minister

PM healthcare scheme to 
create 10 lakh jobs – Official

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 16th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-499/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Oponthung Ngullie -Vrs- Haikeya Kath resident of Duncan Bosti 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 16.11.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Oponthung Ngullie
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri Ak, Patta No: 1476
Dag No: 301/1982, Area: 00B-01K-17Ls
North: Plot of Thapi Semy, South: Approach Road
East: Plot of Chuba, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-6146

I, Mr. DANEIL PHOM am 
applying for the issue of 
duplicate copy of M.A 
(English) 2nd Semester 

Marksheet as I have lost it.
Name : Mr. DANEIL PHOM

F/Name : NAMSING 
PHOM

Roll No. : 17 ENG 09
Year : 2018

Date of Birth : 05/06/1995

LOST NOTICE

DP-472

I, Viholi Yepthomi am 
applying a duplicate copy 

of Admission Card and 
Mark Sheet as I have  

lost them.
Name : Viholi Yepthomi

F/Name : Viyizhe Yapthomi
Name of School: Sunbeam 

High School Zunheboto
Result: Passed, 1992

LOST NOTICE

D-6145

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. ARI RHETSO W/o Lt. Hovito Angami, Pensioner. Resident of 
Viswema Village Kohima has applied for issue of succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late Husband- Pension P.O. No. NL/S/24706 of Treasury, Kohima (N). 
Bank A/C No.31964721652 SBI main Branch, Kohima & Axis Bank, Kohima A/C 
No.912010004003596. Who expired on 21.09.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/102/2018-VII         Dated Kohima, the 11th Oct, 2018

KG-2898

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. GITA SUNAR S/o LT. Raj Kumar Sunar, resident of Old 
Minister’s Hill  Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late Brother- Bank A/C No.20163571139 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. 
Who expired on 14.08.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI        Dated Kohima, the 21th Sept, 2018

KG-2899

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. MEZAI H/o LT. Nopa, resident of Kitsubozou, Kohima has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Wife- Bank A/C 
No.27002010520 Nagaland Rural Bank, Kohima Branch. Who expired on 
25.02.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/102/2018-VII        Dated Kohima, the 11th Oct, 2018

 KG-2900

SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE
(Indian Succession Act 1925)

Suc-case No 184/18 Dt: 1.10.18

Shri Toniho Sema @ Pitozhe Sema H/o Late Ishevi Sema R/o H/No.11-A 5th Mile Unity 
Village Dimapur
Whereas you applied on__day of __ for a certificate under part of Indian Succession 
Act 1925 of the Estate of Late Ishevi Sema for the following debts and security namely;

SBI Diphupar Branch Dimapur
A/C No.34328605505
The certificate is according granted to you and empowered to you to collect those debts and 
receive interest of individual or negotiate or transfer the securities any of them.
Dated This 1ST Day OF 2018
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

DEBTS
Sl 
No

Name of 
Debtor

Amount of debts including interest 
on the application for certificate

Description of date in instrument 
if by which the debts.

IN THE COURT OF Shri Albert Ezung
ADDITIONAL DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR: DISTRICT: NAGALAND

D-6143NAGALAND           UNIVERSITY
(A Central University Established by an Act of Parliament 1989)

CAMPUS: MEDZIPHEMA
School of Agricultural Sciences & Rural Development

Medziphema - 797 106 (Nagaland)

NO.NU/SASRD/ESTT/E-108/2014 -  Dated.10.10.2018

Interested Candidates are invited to attend the Walk-in-Interview for the post of 
Guest Faculty on contractual basis for the department of Agricultural Engineering, 
SASRD, Nagaland University, Medziphema on 9th November 2018 at 11.00 A.M. 

N.B: 
1. The engagement is purely on contractual basis and does not confer any right 

to claim regular appointment in future. 
2. Candidates should bring a brief resume along with passport size photograph, 

photocopy of educational qualifications and other testimonials. 
3.  TA/DA is not admissible for attending the Interview. 
4. Interview shall be held on 9th November 2018 at SASRD, Nagaland University, 

Medziphema Campus at 11.00 A.M. in the School Conference Hall. 

SI. 
No. Department No. of Post Honorarium Eligibility Criteria

1 Agricultural 
Engineering 2

Rs.1000/-per Lecture, 
not exceeding 
Rs.25,000/-Per month

M.Tech. Agricultural 
Engineering from 
UGC/ICAR recognised 
Institutions/University 
with NET/Ph.D 

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

(T. LANUSOSANG) 
Pro-Vice-ChancellorDG-793

integration with interna-
tional trade was critical if it 
were to grow at a faster rate.

The government is 
working on improving busi-
ness atmosphere in Asia’s 
third-largest economy.

“We have to ensure that 
India continues to be on 
the forefront of growth, not 
only to help our people but 
also to contribute to global 
growth. So, one country 
growing also helps other 
countries as a co-benefici-
ary,” he said.

Prabhu, who is also the 
Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister, said the government 
was preparing a roadmap 

to promote manufacturing 
of aeroplanes in India.

India would require at 
least 1,000 aeroplanes, as 
the aviation sector expands. 
The government is readying 
a plan to manufacture air-
craft locally, he added.

Further, the govern-
ment’s twin plan of pro-
moting indigenous manu-
facturing of aeroplanes and 
construction of 100 airports 
in 15 years at an estimated 
cost of $65 billion would 
drive the aviation sector’s 
growth, he said.

Speaking at the same 
event, Vice President M. 
Venkaiah Naidu said that 
there was a need to promote 
corporate ethics.

“Ethical behaviour has 
to be promoted by individu-
als as well as organisations 
by adopting zero-tolerance 
towards corruption, bribery 
and frauds,” Naidu said.

Naidu said India must 
capture the demographic 
dividend by imparting ap-
propriate education, skills 
and fostering entrepreneur-
ship, so that its youth be-
come job creators instead 
of job seekers.

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
State-run oil marketing 
companies (OMCs) have 
placed orders for import-
ing crude oil from Iran next 
month when US sanctions 
on Tehran are due to take 
effect, Petroleum Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan said 
on Tuesday.

Reiterating India’s stand, 
Pradhan told reporters here 
on the sidelines of the 3rd 
India Energy Forum that 
the current surge in glo-
bal crude oil prices was 
more a result of the market 
sentiments being hit by 
geo-political factors which 
includes Iran and said there 
were no issues of availabil-
ity.

Indian Oil Corp and 
Mangalore Refinery and 

Petrochemicals Ltd togeth-
er have placed orders for 
1.25 million tonnes (MT) 
of crude oil from Iran, the 
Minister announced earlier 
this month.

Following US President 
Donald Trump withdrawal 
from the US-Iran nuclear 
deal, sanctions were reim-
posed on the Persian Gulf 
nation which will take effect 
from November 4.

According to OMC of-
ficials, the rupee option 
in paying for Iranian oil 
is under discussion and 
the Iranians have been ac-
cepting Indian currency as 
payment.

Iran became India’s sec-
ond biggest oil supplier dur-
ing the first quarter (April-
June) of the current fiscal, 

with OMCs opting for the 
heftier discounts offered 
by the Iranians, who thus 
replaced Saudi Arabia in 
this position, according to 
official data. 

India imported 5.67 MT 
oil from Iran during the 
quarter.

Analysts attribute the 
change last year to the out-
put cuts initiated by Saudi 
Arabia and the increased 
availability of heavy grades 
of crude from Iraq at a high-
er discount, which are more 
suited for use in Indian re-
finery complexes.

He said he had told the 
Indians “consistently that 
on November 4 the sanc-
tions will be enforced and 
that we will consider waiv-
ers where appropriate”.

Queried about the investment that 
BSNL would have to make to roll out 5G 
by 2020, Shrivastava said the company in-
vested about Rs 35,000 crore for rolling out 
4G and a similar amount would be required 
for 5G rollout.

Shrivastava was here to participate in 
the 10th anniversary celebrations of Nokia 
Solutions plant near here that has cross 
production of four million units.

According to Nokia Solutions, the plant 
will now leverage solutions like augmented 
and virtual reality, connected robotics, arti-
ficial intelligence, big data analytics and IoT 
to enhance production.

According to Nokia Solutions, it has 
deployed the network using its micro core 
network and multi-access edge computing 
platform, delivering edge cloud capabilities 
to process data closer to end-users, lower-
ing latency and ensuring personnel are 
alerted to any anomalies in production so 
they can be quickly resolved.

Increased levels of automation will help 
in shop-floor processes such as remote 
monitoring of robots and control of auto-
mated guided vehicles.

Meanwhile, Nokia Solutions has al-
ready started shipping out 5G ready tel-

ecom equipment out of its facility near 
here to the US, Asia Pacific, Europe and 
other places.

According to Johannes Giloth, Senior 
Vice President, Global Operations, the fac-
tory near here is the only second owned 
facility for the parent company, the first one 
being in Finland.

He said the company has sold all other 
plants to its manufacturing partners.

Giloth said the 5G product will be a 
global product and would be produced 
nearer to market and also from the facility 
near here.

According to Sanjay Malik, Vice Presi-
dent and Head of the Indian Market at 
Nokia, the standardisation of 5G technol-
ogy will be ready by the first quarter of the 
next year.

Malik said from chip set perspective it 
will be finalized soon.

“The 5G system will be ready by the 
middle of next year. We are working with 
the BSNL and others. The demand for 4G 
systems is also increasing,” Malik said.

Malik said the ratio of 4G products 
domestic sales to export sales out of the 
company’s plant near here is 50:50 and 5G 
products may also be of similar ratio.

Chennai, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
Public sector telecom oper-
ator Bharat Sanchar Nigam 
Ltd (BSNL) has signed a 
MoU with telecom equip-
ment maker Nokia Solu-
tions and Networks India 
Pvt Ltd for Industry 4.0, an 
official said on Tuesday.

The BSNL will also ap-
proach various industries 
for implementing Industry 
4.0 in the country, BSNL 
Chairman and Managing 
Director Anupam Shrivas-
tava told reporters here.

Industry 4.0 is the next 

level of automation in 
manufacturing where ma-
chines become smart, share 
data and includes Internet 
of Things (IoT) and cloud 
computing.

According to Shrivasta-
va, BSNL has taken several 
initiatives for the launch of 
5G services in India by 2020. 
Nokia Solutions is one of its 
key partners in developing 
the 5G eco-system.

He said BSNL was ex-
ploring cases such as In-
dustry 4.0 that can benefit 
tremendously with 5G.
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#MeToo: Pave Way 
for Impartial Probe
W

omen journalists in the country are up in 
arms against MJ Akbar, minister of State 
for External Affairs, after around dozen 
women accused him of sexual harassment. 

The Network of Women in Media in India (NWMI) 
has written to President Ram Nath Kovind, and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi demanding that he be sacked 
pending investigation into the matter. Earlier, several 
journalists’ organisations, including the Press Club of 
India, had urged the accused to step down. But all fell 
on deaf ears.

Akbar should have just resigned to make way to an 
impartial probe into the entire episode. Having headed 
several newspapers that highlighted the issue of sexual 
violence in the country, he should know what it would 
be like for an ordinary woman to take on an influential 
personality, such as someone in the government, in 
a legal battle. He should be well aware that people in 
power can manipulate the whole system—officials 
have muzzled the weak too many times from telling the 
truth, going to any extent to protect their reputation. 
He still refused to step down to ensure a fair probe 
even after filing a criminal defamation case against 
journalist Priya Ramani, the first woman to open up on 
the alleged sexual harassment against him.

Now, what can you make out of this refusal to resign 
pending investigation? What message would it send 
to the public, especially to the women? The Union 
minister’s stubbornness can be taken as an attempt to 
intimidate, threaten, and victimise the complainant 
by using his position of power position. People have a 
reason to believe so because we have seen too many 
instances of influential people sweeping the truth 
under the carpet. And this comes just at the heels of 
legal notices slapped by Bollywood personalities Nana 
Patekar and Vivek Agnihotri on actress Tanushree 
Dutta for accusing them of sexual misconduct on 
separate occasions. Women who have undergone 
similar painful ordeals in the hands of their superiors 
may later be discouraged to speak out. After all, who 
will open up on sexual harassment at workplace or 
other places if complainants are made to go through 
more pain besides the social stigma they must have to 
live with after revealing misconduct? The government 
of India should step in and take workplace harassment 
seriously. Union Minister for External Affairs Sushma 
Swaraj can take the first step by asking Akbar to 
resign for an impartial investigation. The voice of the 
courageous should not be silenced.

Make prayer a first priority, instead of a 
last resort.

I respect my Aunt Gladys’s intrepid spirit, even if that 
very spirit concerns me sometimes. The source of my 
concern came in the form of news she shared in an 

email: “I cut down a walnut tree yesterday.”
You must understand that my chainsaw-wielding aunt 

is seventy-six years old! The tree had grown up behind 
her garage. When the roots threatened to burst through 
the concrete, she knew it had to go. But she did tell us, “I 
always pray before I tackle a job like that.”

While serving as butler to the king of Persia during the 
time of Israel’s exile, Nehemiah heard news concerning 
the people who had returned to Jerusalem. Some work 
needed to be done. “The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates have been burned with fire” (Nehemi-
ah 1:3). The broken walls left them vulnerable to attack by 
enemies. Nehemiah had compassion for his people and 
wanted to get involved. But prayer came first, especially 
since a new king had written a letter to stop the building 
efforts in Jerusalem (see Ezra 4). Nehemiah prayed for 
his people (Nehemiah 1:5–10), and then asked God for 
help before requesting permission from the king to leave 
(v. 11).

Is prayer your response? It’s always the best way to 
face any task or trial in life.  

Father, Your Holy Spirit reminds us to pray first. 
Today, we commit to doing so as Your Spirit 

prompts us.

Contextualising Citizenship Bill, 2016

A
lthough the Nagas are currently engaged in 
political talks with India, with the primary ob-
jective to distinguish the Nagas from the Indi-
ans, a Citizenship Bill, 2016 is being placed in 

Delhi that has the potential to inflate non-Naga popu-
lation in Nagaland. The collective scholars based in the 
Institute of Naga Studies (INS) attempt to explore the 
issue concerning this citizenship bill and its possible 
impact in the state. 

Citizenship as Defined
Citizenship is a political status accorded to members 
of a political organization that entitles them with rights 
and privileges. Citizenship is one of the basic require-
ments of an individual as it defines one’s position that 
provides sense of security and gives civil and political 
rights. An individual who is a citizen of any nation is a 
legal resident of that country who enjoys all rights and 
opportunities provided by the state. Citizenships are 
acquired as per the norms of the country. Generally, an 
individual assumes citizenship automatically from the 
country they are born in or through parents, or by mar-
riage. It can also be acquired by immigrants provided 
certain qualifications are met. According to the Indian 
Citizenship Act, 1955, a person becomes a citizen of 
India when:
•	 A	 person	 born	 in	 India	 after	 26	 January	 1950	

would, subject to certain exceptions, be a citizen 
of India by birth.

•	 Anyone	born	outside	India	after	26	January	1950,	
subject to certain requirements, would be a citizen 
of India if his/her father was an Indian citizen at 
the time of his/her birth.

•	 Under	certain	conditions,	certain	category	of	per-
sons could acquire Indian citizenship by registra-
tion in prescribed manner.

•	 Foreigners	could	acquire	Indian	citizenship	on	ap-
plication for naturalization on certain conditions.

•	 If	any	territory	became	part	of	India,	the	Govern-
ment of India could by order specify the persons 
who would become citizens of India as a result 
thereof.

•	 Citizenship	could	be	lost	by	termination,	renunci-
ation or deprivation on certain grounds specified 
in this act.

Thus, according to the Act, citizenship is acquired 
by birth, descent, registration, and naturalisation. Over 
the years, the act has been amended several times ac-
cording to the evolving nature of citizenship, such as; 
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act 1986, the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act 1992, the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act 2003, the citizenship (Amendment) Act, 
2005, and the Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016. The 
latest citizenship amendment bill 2016 is notable for 
the following reasons:
•	 The	bill	amends	the	Citizenship	Act,	1955,	to	make	

illegal immigrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists, Jains, Parsis, and Christians from Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan eligible for citizen-
ship.

•	 One	of	the	requirements	for	citizenship	by	natu-
ralisation is that the applicant must have resided 
in India during the last 12 months, and for 11 of 
the previous 14 years. The Bill relaxes this 11-year 
requirement to six years for persons belonging to 
the same six religions and three countries. 
•	 The	Bill	provides	that	the	registered	Overseas	
Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders may be can-
celled if they violate any law.

Citizenship Bill 2016 in Question
The Citizenship Bill, 2016 has caused much contro-
versy and disagreement throughout the country, and 
a civil society group also held a protest rally in New 
Delhi terming the bill as “communally motivated” 
(The Hindu, 30 September 2016). The bill is certainly 
notorious for giving preference to particular religious 
groups. Exclusive rights given to certain religious 
groups is a violation of Article 14 of India’s Constitu-
tion which prohibits discrimination on grounds of re-
ligion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. While in spirit, 
the bill focuses on giving relaxation to the immigrants, 
it is the Hindu religious group who will perceptibly 
benefit more as the en-masse Muslims minority es-
pecially Rohingya Muslims from Myanmar, Shias and 

Ahmadiyyas from Pakistan who immigrated to India 
do not come under the purview of this provision. It 
also poses serious challenge to the Muslims who mi-
grated to India, especially, from East Bengal a century 
ago, for they can be easily targeted and harassed as il-
legal immigrants. 

The consequential threat of the bill is perceived to 
be even more critical by the states of North East, In-
dia, due to its proximity to Bangladesh. The influx of 
Bangladeshis into Assam state has been of great con-
cern since the early 1950’s. As such, in Assam, the Bill 
has been criticized by academicians, political leaders, 
and citizens because it violates Clause 6A of Assam Ac-
cord, which states that any foreigner who entered As-
sam on or before March 25, 1971, shall continue to be 
detected and expelled in accordance with the law. The 
state has subsequently witnessed vehement people’s 
movement against illegal Bangladeshis in the last four 
or more decades. Notwithstanding their allies with BJP, 
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), also opposed the bill tooth 
and nail.

In recent times, Nagaland state has also attracted a 
number of immigrants. Due to its contiguous bound-
ary with Assam, the influx of Bangladeshi migrants has 
severely hit Dimapur district. In the decadal census of 
1981-2001, Nagaland was ranked highest in the coun-
try in terms of illegal immigrant influx. There was a 
sharp rise of population in the state from 56.08 per cent 
in 1981-1991 to 64.41 per cent in 1991-2001 (Singh, 
2009). The increase in population was mostly concen-
trated in Dimapur. In 2003, the Nagaland Government 
estimated approximately one lakh illegal immigrants 
that had settled in the foothills of the state bordering 
Assam (Singh, 2009). The then Home Minister, Imkong 
Imchen stated on the floor of the State Assembly that 
a total of 75,807 ILPs were issued in 2008-09, and the 
total registration amount collected was Rs 2,024,690. 
In 2007-08, the number of permits issued was 76,268, 
with the total amount collected being Rs 2,157,345 
(Singh, 2009).Thus, the Citizenship Bill 2016 has gen-
erated serious attention from the Nagas who perceived 
the Bill as a threat to the demography of the state. It is 
also dreaded that the changes in population dynamics 
will be followed by more sinister consequences on the 
front of political, security, cultural and social re-organ-
ization, among others.When the bill becomes a reality, 
there is a great possibility that more illegal immigrants 
will be pushed into Nagaland as the state is the nearest 
safe haven for the illegal immigrants to escape perse-
cution in Assam, which houses the largest Bangladeshi 
Muslim immigrants. 

Anchors of the Immigrants in Nagaland
There are obvious reasons why the illegal immigrants 
find their foothold in Nagaland far easier than else-
where. Many of the immigrants are engaged in cheap 
and skilled labours such as construction of houses and 
roads, manual works, rickshaw pulling, etc. Because of 
the Naga’s disdain to engage themselves in the manual 
and cheap labour, the immigrants easily find work in 
any part of Nagaland. As the Naga youths venture out-
side the state for high-end work opportunities, Naga-
land faces labour shortage. As a result, hiring and em-
ploying the immigrants become easier and cheaper. 
Even local contractors and businessmen prefer to hire 
immigrants as they come much cheaper, and more 
skilled, and yielding. 

Gradually, even the local economy of the state has 
been mostly controlled by the non-locals. The Depart-
ment of Evaluation, Government of Nagaland carried 
out a survey in 2006 on employment in the private/
unorganised sectors in three district headquarters of 
Kohima, Dimapur, and Mokokchung, covering 13,380 
establishments/shops. The total number of Non-Naga 
workforce earning their livelihood in these three sam-
ple districts were 45,815, with an annual income of Rs. 
450.60 crore. According to this survey, Dimapur had 
the largest non-Naga workforce of 32,700 persons, fol-
lowed by Kohima (10,900), and Mokokchung (2,215).
Further,	 a	 survey	 conducted	 by	 the	 state	 Directorate	
of Agriculture in 2003 revealed that out of 23,777 busi-
ness establishments, nearly 71.73 per cent were owned 
and run by non-Nagas, with the Nagas owning only 
6,722 shops (Singh, 2009). This clearly shows how 
much non-Nagas have been able to make an impact 
in trading and how fast they have gained access in the 

business establishments of the state. 
One of the reasons for the profuse increase of il-

legal immigrants in the state can be attributed to the 
Naga’s essential nature of their hospitality,and that in a 
way is an indication of a tolerant social mindset, which 
is a matter of pride. The spirit of tolerance in the Naga 
society also allows different communities to flourish 
together as an equal partner as evidenced by the ab-
sence of hegemonizing agents,which speak volumes 
about a sense of equality prevailing in the Naga soci-
ety. The illegal immigrants are eagerly given shelter in 
exchange for their labours. The host usually provides 
them land for cultivation that allows them for a grad-
ual establishment of their own families.Consequently, 
the plural communities are exposed to miscegenation. 
The gradual rise of inter-marriage between the Nagas 
and the illegal immigrants have produced crossbred 
that go by the names and clans of the Nagas enabling 
them to claim birth right and blood rights in the Naga 
society. Intermarriage has been known as resultant 
factor in gifting land to the non-Nagas causing serious 
threat to Naga’s land ownership system affecting their 
social identity.

Land is an important marker of identity in the 
Naga society. It is considered as an important factor 
for determining the status of a citizenship in a village. 
Therefore, the possession of land is of paramount im-
portance to a Naga. Land for the Nagas occupies two 
important domains—as a source of livelihood and 
identity. There is none a Naga who is without a clan, 
village, or a tribe, and each village holds a permanent 
territory of their own. Land as such, and for the Nagas 
is more than an asset or property. Land is prestigious 
as it gives identity to the people and it also defines their 
root. 

The present electoral politics of Nagaland prove 
to be another dividend factor in attracting illegal im-
migrants in the state. Most of the political parties in 
the state mobilises voters even among the illegal im-
migrants which subsequently gives them the rights 
to residency in the state. Today, most of the illegal im-
migrants have acquired voters’ card and aadhar card 
which allow them to claim rights for residency in the 
state. Nagas in Dimapur has the possibility of being 
outnumbered by the immigrant voters in the nearest 
future. 

Conclusion 
In short, the citizenship Bill, 2016 which was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha has proposed three changes. 
Firstly,	 to	provide	for	the	acquisition	and	determina-
tion of Indian citizenship for certain category of ille-
gal immigrants. Secondly, the relaxation of citizenship 
criteria based on the years of residency in India, and 
finally, to merge the categories of Persons of Indian Or-
igin (PIO) and Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) (Thakur, 
2018).

If the bill becomes an Act, it is clear that Naga so-
ciety would be adversely affected. As stated above, the 
increasing number of immigrants settling in Nagaland 
can cause a major threat to the Naga’s land and iden-
tity. The growth of non-Christian religious institutions 
in the last few decades is a noteworthy indication of 
the rise of non-Nagas in the state, especially the im-
migrants. In the valley of Dimapur district, the growth 
of non-Christians has been exponential due to the 
relaxation of Inner Line Permits (ILPs) in the district. 
Dimapur has been serving as a buffer to the illegal im-
migrants from all the political, social, and natural up-
heavals in the neighbouring states and countries. As a 
result, Dimapur faces imminent danger from the influx 
of the illegal immigrants, especially, the non-specified 
religious groups in the Citizenship Bill of 2016, driven 
out of the neighbouring states.

Onto this, there has been much opposition relat-
ing	to	the	bill	in	the	state	of	Nagaland.	For	instance,	the	
Naga	Students’	Federation,	Nagaland	Tribes	Council,	
Nagaland unit of the JDU, etc. have been vigorously 
campaigning against the bill. Nevertheless, the biggest 
decision lies with the Assembly of the state.Adequate 
policing along the Assam and Nagaland borders, and 
efforts to control the illegal cross-border immigration 
needs to be attended meanwhile.

Dr. Alomi Cynthia Shikhu, Institute of Naga Studies
Naomy Sale, Institute of Naga Studies
W. Wangjin, Institute of Naga Studies
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The Prayer and 
the Chain Saw

BIBLE READ:  NEHEMIAH 1    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer  
of this your servant.    

~   Nehemiah 1:11

Amit Kapoor | IANS

I
n a curious happenstance last week, two global 
events put the spotlight on the critical issue of cli-
mate change.

First,	 the	 United	 Nations’	 scientific	 panel	 on	
climate change issued a landmark report which paint-
ed a far more ominous picture of the consequences of 
climate change and called for a transformation of the 
global development scenario at a speed and scale that 
has “no documented historic precedent”. It warned of 
the catastrophic effects that await the world if net glo-
bal carbon emissions are not cut in half over the next 
dozen years and eliminated completely over the next 
three decades.

As if in response, the next day the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences awarded the Sveriges Riksbak 
Prize in memory of Alfred Nobel to two American econ-
omists; one of whom, William Nordhaus, was accorded 
the recognition for his path-breaking work on carbon 
pricing.

The UN report focuses attention on the fact that 
if status quo is maintained and greenhouse gas emis-
sions continue at the present rate, the world will warm 
up by 1.5 degree Celsius above preindustrial levels by 
2040, inundating coastlines and intensifying droughts 
in the process. All the previous work had estimated 
the repercussions of climate change based on a higher 
temperature rise of 2 degree Celsius, which was con-
sidered to be the threshold for the most severe effects. 
Now, there is new evidence that these effects will be re-
alised much sooner.

According to the report, despite the international 
community coming together to strengthen the global 
response to climate change, in the form of commit-

ment to the Kyoto Protocol or the Paris Agreement, the 
scale and speed needed to stabilise global temperature 
at a safe level has not been achieved yet. 

Nordhaus’ work has gained more relevance as it 
provides an answer to why heavy-handed regulations 
are unable to correct the market failure. By doing so, 
his research can guide policymakers on how to tackle 
climate change. 

He has built on the work done in the 1920s by A.C. 
Pigou. His research points out that individuals, firms 
and countries have no incentive to reduce carbon con-
sumption as climate is a global public good. This points 
towards a clear case of market failure where interven-
tion is needed to restore efficiency and enhance public 
welfare. The interventions can be in the form of taxes 
or regulations.

His research shows that direct government regula-
tions aimed at controlling the quantity of carbon emis-
sions will be far less effective than putting a price on the 
use of fuels. This happens because, without an incen-
tive, polluters will act as free-riders and not take into 
account the economic damage inflicted on the society 
due to their actions. Their failure to internalise these 
costs leads to emissions greater than the optimal level.

He argues that carbon pricing will be an effective 
policy measure, because when companies are made to 
pay the price for their fossil fuel consumption they will 
find cost-effective and innovative solutions for reduc-
ing them. The policy will incentivise them to invest and 
develop energy-saving technologies. 

In theory, economists have always been enthusias-
tic about billing polluters for every tonne of emission 
they unleash, arguing that the polluters can choose 
their optimal response given the price. However, in the 
real world, the road to successful emission reduction 

has involved heavy-handed government regulations. 
This happens because of two reasons.

First,	when	governments	put	a	price	on	carbon,	ei-
ther through a direct tax or through a cap-and-trade 
programme, they are unable to put a price that is sig-
nificant enough to drive a reduction in carbon emis-
sion.	 For	 instance,	 the	 World	 Bank’s	 carbon	 pricing	
dashboard shows that there are 51 carbon pricing ini-
tiatives that are either implemented or scheduled for 
implementation across the world whose total value is 
$81.68 billion. But experts suggest that in most of the 
programmes the prices are too low to spur emission re-
ductions or to inspire low-carbon investments.

Second, government regulations are a safer politi-
cal	bet	as	high	taxes	can	face	a	political	backlash.	For	
instance, the Australian government’s plan of reduc-
ing emissions by using a cap-and-trade programme 
was successful, but it faced a backlash from industrial 
groups and voters. The party that came to power in the 
next elections repealed the programme.

So, theoretically, a higher price on the use of fuel is 
the solution, but political factors reduce the possibility 
of its implementation. If one thinks that public accept-
ability is a deterrent, then policymakers should focus 
on bridging the information gap that exists across citi-
zens. They should also address the issue of allocation 
of revenue from carbon pricing, wherein the collection 
should be streamlined to cater to environmental con-
cerns of the economy. This will enhance public accept-
ability and the ability of policymakers to implement 
carbon pricing.

Amit Kapoor is Chair, Institute for Competitiveness. 
The views expressed are personal. He tweets @

kautiliya and can be contacted at Amit.Kapoor@
competitiveness.in

Carbon Pricing: How Politics 
Makes Implementation Difficult
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The International Day for 
Eradication of Poverty has been 
observed across the globe since 

1987 and the theme for this year’s 
edition of the commemorative 
event is “Coming together with 
those furthest behind to build 

an inclusive world of universal 
respect for human rights and 

dignity.”

A
ccording to the mission 
statement of the United 
Nations, the persistence 
of poverty, including ex-

treme poverty, is a major concern 
for the United Nations and, at its 
72nd session, the General Assembly 
launched the Third United Nations 
Decade for the Eradication of Pover-
ty (2018–2027), with the theme “Ac-
celerating global actions for a world 
without poverty.”

It is important that the Third 
Decade’s inter-agency, system-wide 
plan of action to coordinate poverty 
eradication efforts of the United Na-
tions system includes an effective 
partnership with people living with 
poverty. 

Life as you see it has a series 
of problems and issues. Problems 
know nobody; some heal with time 
while others seem perpetual. Pover-
ty is a problem that affects humans 
from within.

For many individuals, personal 

sentimental pursuits, say collecting 
clothes, chocolates, and such terti-
ary materialism may have become 
a ‘need,’ while some long for just 
two square meals a day, or proper 
clothes to wear. 

Many a time, most people living 
above the poverty line fail to realise 
that helping a person—out of the 
millions living in the street—with 
one meal may just bring change to 
the society. We have become so lux-
ury-driven and obsessed with high 
living standards that we have been 
blinded from those who need our 
help.

Yes, there are people who work 
only for the poor and are happy only 
when serving the needy. But out of 
millions, such philanthropists exist 
only in countable numbers. As Bar-
badian singer Rihanna once said, 
“What that little girl watching those 
commercials didn’t know is that you 
don’t have to be rich to be a humani-
tarian; you don’t have to be rich to 
help somebody.

“You don’t have to be famous. 
You don’t even have to be college-
educated. But it starts with your 
neighbour… You just do whatever 
you can to help in any way that you 
can.” The singer said so on being 
awarded Harvard University’s Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award in 2017 
for her extensive charity work.

Like her, many individuals -- 
both the poor and the rich -- dream 
of bringing change in the lives of the 

underprivileged. Every child dreams 
of becoming somebody: doctors, 
engineers, fashion designers, etc., 
when they grow up. Yet, not many 
fulfil their dreams. Likewise, help-
ing a person in need has become 
only a dream to many—if only their 
life’s schedules and work would give 
them time for the needy.

What if the millions of people 
living above the poverty line were 
to pledge to serving the needy and 
the poor? Won’t the world be a bet-
ter place to live in? Heaven on earth 
would surely be for the poor whose 
lives once had no place for happy 
days.

Seasons come and seasons go 
but the lives of the downtrodden 
remain the same. The responsibil-
ity is to be shared equally when it 
comes to helping fellow friends, be 
they from the elite or the middle 
class.  A person from the affluent 
class constructing a house or spon-
soring a child’s education might be 
considered equal to a middle class 
person donating cloths or a meal to 
the poor. Big or small, in cash or in 
kind, or in prayers and wishes, the 
focus is to help anybody who might 
be in need. 

With more than 60 percent of 
the population attached to social 
media and the internet, what the 
world needs is to read, to see, to act 
and react.  With most account hold-
ers on social networking sites post-
ing heart-touching videos of people 

from around the globe reaching 
even far-flung areas, what are the 
useful steps/efforts taken as a result 
of such posts? For instance, a per-
son shares a short documentary or a 
video about a poor boy begging on 
a street and a man serves him food. 
Here, ‘Likes’ and ‘Shares’ in the lakhs 
would be given within minutes with 
many heart-touching comments to 
it. Many viewers might view it and 
shed a few tears and then forget 
about it or just do nothing about it... 

Are you one of those types? If so, 
then my friend, a change is needed 
in your life. 

Life as you see it is not the same 
as it is for everyone else. Some say 
the poor are poor because they are 
destined to be so; and the rich are 
rich because they are destined to 
be so... But one’s ‘destined’ life can 
always be changed if others are ac-
tually willing to help. Receiving a 
pair of clothes or a table fan from 
someone may not make the poor 
any richer; the well-to-do spending 
some amount of cash to buy a pair 
of clothes or a table fan won’t make 
the giver poor. 

But here, it is important to un-
derstand the fact that not all the rich 
are heartless, nor all the poor hum-
ble—there are exceptions to every-
thing and anything. For instance, 
one winter day when I was out with 
my friend shopping, a beggar in her 
late sixties approached me. Seeing 
her, I checked my bag for change but 

unluckily that day I didn’t have any. 
So, I calmly said, ‘Aunty, aji toh nai.’ 
(Today I do not have any change to 
offer you). As I was leaving, she mur-
mured and cursed me for not giving 
her money. I know it’s not always a 
good idea to offer money to beggars 
who are physically fit, but there are 
exceptions. 

What if a group or individuals 
decide to teach the homeless manu-
al work that can help them earn dai-
ly wage for living? Many must have 
done it and many might be planning 
to do so. What if it becomes a trend... 

Why think of helping the poor 
only when you have become rich, or 
only when you have earned enough? 
All of us have a desire to have what 
we want. Our wants have become 
a desire today. So, with the lists of 
wants (needs), I believe spending 
a few bucks for the children on the 
streets with chilled water, or bread, 
would bring smiles to both parties.

Seasons
With the onset of winter, every-
one starts shopping for new winter 
clothes considering their clothes 
from last year’s wardrobe out-of-
fashion. But the poor, who need 
warm clothes, have only the same 
set of clothes they have had from 
several years past, and they could be 
already torn and worn out. Millions 
long for just a single warm blanket to 
wither the winter. 

What if everyone who can af-

ford it pledges to buy a blanket each 
for the ones who need it the most? I 
believe that the poor and the home-
less, who sleep peacefully with gifted 
blankets not costing more than INR 
500, will smile and thank you from 
their hearts. The long weary winter 
nights will no longer be that pinch-
ing cold. 

What if the poor weary individ-
ual shivering in the street were you? 
Wouldn’t you consider a blanket or 
a jacket gifted by someone when 
you are freezing to be the greatest 
gift of all? Yes, you would and we all 
would...

Likewise, summer is a season 
when everyone longs for colder days 
to come. When the well-to-do sleep 
under AC and fans, many stay up 
with papers in their hands trying to 
cool themselves down. Imagine the 
scorching heat burning down right 
on your face when your stomach is 
empty. 

Serving a glass of juice or a bottle 
of water would serve at least a small 
purpose to the one seated under the 
sun with no place to call home. 

Like seasons, the life of a human 
moves in cycles. What if all of us 
were to one day decide to live per-
fectly just as we want others to live? 
Change starts from home. 

I believe that the best would be 
to share, care, love, give, teach and 
support each other. Eradication of 
poverty requires a lifelong devotion 
to the cause.

Eradication of Poverty is a Lifelong Cause

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): This is a good time to 
take control of the situation, Aries. You’ve done 
your preparation and now it’s time to put it to 
good use. You’re about to face your enemy eye 

to eye. Have confidence in your training. There’s an extra 
alertness to you that helps you fight any battles. You have 
a strong awareness of the energy around you, so use this 
to your advantage.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Don’t be surprised 
if the old-fashioned, practical solution doesn’t 
make the grade today, Taurus. Probably the 
new devices and special electronic shortcuts 

will be the most impressive thing going. This is the classic 
case of the new, improved version replacing the old, slow 
one. You need to upgrade your system sooner or later, so 
you might as well do it now.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may be able to 
zip through chores like lightning today, Gemini. 
There’s an added swiftness to your step that 
helps in every one of your endeavors. You might 

want to engage in just about every activity except work. 
This is completely understandable. You will feel much 
better if you get your work done first and then socialize. 
That plan will produce the best results.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re likely to go 
to extremes today on many levels, Cancer. The 
problem is that you may encounter opposi-
tion everywhere you turn. There’s an incred-

ible stubbornness to the day that is evident in everyone’s 
mood, especially yours. Keep in mind that if you want co-
operation and resolution, you will need to compromise. 
Try to see other people’s needs as well.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Grab hold of the 
day’s boisterous energy and run with it, Leo. 
This is a good time to kick up your heels and 
have fun. You might find that people are a 

bit more high-strung than usual, so you may need to 
use your ability to go with the flow. The more relaxed 
you are, the more relaxed others will be when they’re 
around you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might be frus-
trated by the fact that people are doing things 
hastily today, Virgo. You might have to accept 
the fast-paced energy of the day just so you can 

keep up. Don’t worry if you engage in activities that aren’t 
carefully planned beforehand. You will find spontaneous 
frivolity to be extremely rewarding on a day like this. Ex-
pect the unexpected.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): People may come 
into conflict with you today, Libra. More than 
likely, the issue at hand will have to do with 
others being a bit too focused on themselves, 

while you’re more concerned with the collective. Try to be 
a bit more understanding as people demand more of your 
attention. There’s an unmistakable passion in the air that 
will grant you more zest for life.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Jump-start the 
day with a smile, Scorpio. Your generosity and 
sincerity won’t go unnoticed on a day like this. 
People will probably need more attention than 

usual, so take the time to attend to the emotions of those 
you love. The key is to not let yourself get emotionally 
drained in the process. Fill yourself up with the lively, fun-
loving energy of the day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  There could 
be an unexpected tension coming out of no-
where today, Sagittarius. More than likely your 
emotions will be running at a high level. It could 

be that your aggressiveness and assertiveness start to an-
noy others. People might snap suddenly. Don’t be sur-
prised if things come without much warning. There is a 
fast-paced feeling to the day that will be hard to ignore.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your slow 
and steady approach might be met with a 
bit of opposition today, Capricorn. People 
could be demanding of your time and en-

ergy. It’s one of those days in which the people behind 
you in line at a coffee shop might give you dirty looks 
if you take too long to make up your mind.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is a ter-
rific day for you, Aquarius, and you will 
find that the fast pace of the day suits you 
well for what you need to get done. There’s 

a general feeling of grandeur in the air that reminds 
you to take your time when getting dressed. Feel free 
to go all out today. Put on a lavish display wherever 
you go.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Do your best 
to keep up today, Pisces. Things might 
move quickly. You may be raising your 
hand and waiting politely for someone to 

call on you. This is one of those days in which other 
people will be so concerned about themselves that 
they probably won’t notice you at all. If you want to 
take your turn, you should probably just stand up 
and be proactive.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
t is a veritable tsunami of fallacious argu-
ments on Facebook in the wake of #Me-
Too. The world of Facebook turns upon 
the constant exchange of logical fallacies, 

but never have I seen them pressed into serv-
ice by either side with such ferocity, and this is 
particularly characteristic of the accused, and 
not so much the complainant, as of her sup-
porters. Besides ad hominem which seem to 
be the standard opening gambit especially by 
the accused, the fallacies of composition and 
division abound. So, if the complainant has 
complained, then it is inferred that her en-
tire life is one of constant complaining. If the 
accused has been accused, then their entire 
contribution is dismissed as tainted by that 
wrongdoing. If supporters of the complainant 
deploy the fallacy of origin, the supporters of 
the accused find either the moralistic fallacy 
(the assumption that if certain rules/restric-
tions etc. are in the place, nothing contrary is 
likely to happen) or the naturalistic fallacy (in-
sisting that certain things do exist in the world 
and therefore they ought to be) handy.

I suppose this looks like a problem only 
if one still thinks that some sorts of alli-
ances and solidarities need to be preserved 
at the present moment. If we were not living 
through times in which the right wing vicious-
ly threatens to undermine all liveable social 
and ecological existence itself, then I would 
have experienced the purge of these errant 
men as a great mela of joy and empowerment. 
If it feels mixed even though slightly tipped to-
wards joy, it is only because I do worry about 
the need for alliances at this moment. Also, 
because I take seriously the critiques from 
less-privileged voices.

How does one intervene in such an at-
mosphere of anti-dialogue?  There can be no 
doubt that the #MeToo is a major force of so-
cial democratisation in the new middle-class 
workspaces; it reveals the manner in which 
legislation favouring  gender democratisation 
can unleash powerful expectations and aspi-
rations which can upset patriarchy even when 
the mechanisms set up. Of course such a 
purge cannot be but painful, albeit differently, 
to all parties. Given the power imbalance be-
tween men and women in these workspaces, 
surely the onus of righting this does not fall 
primarily on women. If we, especially on the 
left, are serious about our commitment to 
democracy, we should expect the erring men 
to be equally shouldering the burden of such 

transformation by willingly subjecting them-
selves to critical inspection by the less-privi-
leged.

But my question is – why are we so unable 
to turn this into an opportunity to democra-
tise these spaces through a process we can ac-
tually control (so that the backlash is avoided, 
that is)? Why is it that it should deteriorate 
into an exchange that our (I am speaking of 
people of all genders broadly on the left of the 
political spectrum) enemies so unkindly dub 
‘gender war’? Rage is a valuable political re-
source and not easily generated among wom-
en; should we really use so much of it against 
women who may hold on to slightly differing 
shades of opinions among us? Like the cour-
age to speak against patriarchy which can be 
built up only with time and life-experience, 
learning too takes time and patience. Is it wise 
to let anti-dialogue torpedo that?

The worst casualties of this confrontation 
are no doubt those who would like to take 
time to listen, think and respond. Slowness 
is instantly reduced by suspicion from either 
side into a stake in the preservation of patri-
archy by one side, and the ‘fear of feminists’ 
by the other. I have the worst memories of the 
first #MeToo, initiated by Raya Sarkar. One 
is used to being called names by patriarchal 
authorities, so the barrage of abuse by in-
censed men hanging on to male privilege did 
not shake me. But when those who claimed 
to speak for survivors began to hurl equally 
worse things, it was truly unnerving. A cer-
tain ‘Samar Anarya’, staunchly on the side of 
#MeToo, for instance, calling me a ‘minnow’, 
a ‘minion’ of ‘senior feminists’ – just because 
I happen to work in and write from a regional 
location. I couldn’t fathom how someone who 
picks on people calling them small fry can be 
respectful to junior women colleagues. Later, 
it turned out that he was a known offender, 
a person of privilege, a girlfriend abuser at 
JNU who had a score to settle with some of 
the ‘senior feminists’ who had called him out 
there.

That some mischievous elements might 
wriggle in to take advantage does not mean 
that the complaints are invalid or the com-
plainants did not deserve voice – far from it. 
But it does show that if we seek to resolve is-
sues in an atmosphere of anti-dialogue, then 
we are probably shooting ourselves in the 
foot and that it is probably not the best course 
of action. Then what may be the best way to 
make sure that the survivors get justice and 
that this is done in a way which will minimise 

patriarchal backlash? In other words, how to 
harness the destructive potential of the #Me-
Too to the ends of social democratisation 
effectively? I do feel that if we – people of all 
genders – do not do this, we will be tossed vio-
lently between cycles of survivor recounting 
and violent backlashes – even as the political 
right downs all their internal differences to 
ensure the end of the left.

I want to think of this in the wake of the 
#MeToo sweeping over us right now, in which 
many powerful men who I thought I knew 
well have been implicated. It does not come 
to me as a surprise that none of these men 
have ever crossed the line that I drew, even in 
my most vulnerable days when I was a young 
single mother and new academic struggling 
in both words with little resources and con-
nections, and no real family worth the name. 
But I perhaps came across as a woman who 
did not hesitate to speak out and take social 
risks. Indeed, that I very publicly exited not 
one but two marriages probably signalled that 
clearly, as the fact that I did very brutally boot 
out some male ‘intellectuals’ who tried to get 
fresh with me those days, and did not regret 
losing the advantages I would have harnessed 
had I put up with it.

This actually reveals two things: one, we 
must not take seriously the claim by men who 
are often serial offenders, that they just made 
a ‘chance mistake’ with a young woman. Be-
cause it seems clear to me that these men do 
calculate quite rationally on who to make the 
‘chance mistake’ with. Secondly, the young 
woman loath to sacrifice her career ambi-
tions may be the easy target simply because 
both her endurance and her protest can be 
dismissed by attributing them to ‘ female 
ambitiousness’ which patriarchy treats as un-
acceptable! In other words, there may be no 
such thing as a ‘chance mistake’ especially by 
serial offenders. If we need to resolve this in 
ways that expand our social democracy, men 
should stop being so defensive, stop insisting 
that there is no potential for such expansion 
in these complaints.

However, I refuse to substitute moralistic 
outrage for demands for justice. This I do be-
cause none of us who are privileged women 
can claim that we lead totally blameless lives, 
even if we do not intentionally harm anyone. 
I am sure most of us are part of some forms 
of privilege and are all waiting for #MeToo 
campaigns that will humanise us all. For ex-
ample, what if there were a #MeToo campaign 
by domestic workers and drivers we employ?  

I am waiting for that, actually, and if I see it be-
fore I die, I will truly feel fulfilled as someone 
who has struggled for democracy all her life. 
Instead of feeling worried, maybe one should 
open oneself towards such scrutiny: how else 
would one achieve greater refinement as a hu-
man being? Secondly, the hypocrisy around 
gender equality is only one among the many 
forms of hypocrisy that affect us neo-middle 
class folk. Often, we women participate ac-
tively in the other hypocrisies.

In Kerala, for example, all of us on the left 
are convinced of the need to contain eco-
logical damage and for ecologically-aware 
lifestyles. Yet too many of us live totally oth-
erwise, feeling no need to cover it up – most 
probably because we either know that this 
will not incite social shaming, or because na-
ture really has no voice of its own to call us 
out! This of course does not mean that the 
complainants’s voices are thereby invalid, 
only that we cannot occupy a moral high 
ground – not towards other women who may 
differ somewhat from us and even towards 
the accused. In fact there is no need at all to 
perch on a moral high horse to demand jus-
tice. Therefore I would like to suggest that the 
men who have been outed by #MeToo should 
stop being defensive and the rest of us should 
stop being moralistic and demand fair, ap-
propriate and proportionate (and this is not 
be read as small and minor!) punishment for 
their offenses.

This is perhaps what Ambedkar discusses 
when he reflects on the Buddhist value of 
maithri – the gesture one makes to the enemy 
which is different from the meaning usu-
ally attributed to it, common friendship. The 
spaces of maithri are animated by the shared 
sense of finitude, but one in which criticism 
and actually penalty itself, are fully possible 
– as perceptively pointed out by Aishwary 
Kumar in his reading of Ambedkar’s Buddha 
and His Dhamma. However, for such spaces 
to take shape, the accused men and their sup-
porters need to give up defensiveness and 
embrace vulnerability and the survivors and 
their friends need to demand justice in ways 
that may not unravel into yet another (patri-
archal) bid for mastery (which is what moral-
ising usually is). Ambedkar proposed maithri 
as a means to a political relationship that is 
also an ethical one, based on a shared faith 
focused unwaveringly on justice for the fully 
other.

So, practicing maithri, I would tell these 
male friends – and anyone accused of abuse 

of power – this:
You have to start by publicly admitting 

guilt wherever it is due, by admitting that it is 
no surprise that you don’t remember (if you 
don’t) because privilege tends to erase acts 
of power too quickly. If you have indeed been 
wrongfully accused, please defend yourself in 
credible ways (and not just say that you don’t 
remember).

But also be ready to say that a public apol-
ogy is only the beginning of the unlearning 
of toxic masculinity and that you realise that 
staying open to criticism is key, as well as an 
open discussion on how to make amends (in 
the event of inappropriate behaviour that may 
not be outright criminal) in more concrete 
terms. That is, when women reveal that they 
have been thrown off their careers because 
of your misbehaviour, please be ready to talk 
with them in terms and spaces comfortable to 
them and be ready to offer help that they may 
demand.

Please also be sure to condemn and exit 
openly this awful homosocial culture that 
is so characteristic of intellectual life here. 
I know that many of you have known that, 
and it was a tacit horizon in our interactions. 
Please encourage such self-inspection among 
your peers as well so that this culture is well 
and truly dismantled.

And most importantly, if you have indeed 
caused criminal harm that should be pun-
ished in a court of law, you should cooperate 
fully and without causing any more distress to 
the survivor. I cannot be your friend at all un-
less you are willing to turn vulnerable by ad-
mitting to guilt, bearing its full consequence, 
making amendments as far as possible, and 
emerging as a fuller, new person.

That said, I am still your friend if you 
truly admit to crime and/or offensive behav-
iour and are repentant, and friendship must 
always be critical; I do not set myself up as 
blameless; I do not believe that any kind of 
expletive can be thrown at you; I believe that 
you have a right to defend yourself without 
turning defensive. I think that you need to do 
this, because we cannot afford to distrust each 
other endlessly, especially in these particular-
ly harsh times.

This, then, is not a catastrophe perhaps 
but a unique chance to renew ourselves as hu-
man beings. In the end, we all could emerge 
as better and richer humans, if only we refuse 
to be defensive or moralistic.

Devika J. is teaches and researches in Centre 
for Development Studies, Trivandrum.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Life sentence to self-styled godman 
Rampal, 14 others
Chandigarh, Oct. 16 (IANS): A court in Haryanas Hisar town 
on Tuesday awarded life sentence to self-styled godman 
Rampal along with 14 others for the murder of six people. 
He has been in prison since November 2014. The court 
of Additional District and Sessions Judge D.R. Chalia, who 
convicted them on October 11, awarded the life sentence to 
them. They were also slapped with a fine of INR 1 lakh each. 
This court will pronounce the quantum of punishment for 
Rampal in a second murder case on Wednesday for which he 
has already been convicted. The two murder cases against 
him relate to the murder of six people during violent clashes 
between his supporters and Haryana Police at his Satlok 
Ashram near Barwala town in Hisar district, around 245 km 
from the state capital.

PM meets winners of Asian Para Games
New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI): Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
Tuesday interacted with medal winners of the Asian Para 
Games held recently in Jakarta. “It was a delight to interact 
with the medal winners of the Asian Para Games held in Ja-
karta recently,” he tweeted posting a series of pictures of the 
athletes. Referring to individual winners, he said the country 
was proud of their achievement. “India is proud of Anand 
Kumar Boregowda for bringing home the Bronze Medal in 
Men’s Doubles badminton at the Asian Para Games 2018. 

Delhi to get Korean War memorial: 
South Korean envoy
New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI): South Korea and India have agreed 
to build a Korean War memorial here and the city govern-
ment has already designated a place for it in central Delhi, 
the country’s envoy said Tuesday. Korean envoy Shin Bong-
kil said India and South Korea have agreed but “some admin-
istrative process” is needed. “Basically, both sides (India and 
South Korea) have agreed to build a Korean War memorial in 
India (Delhi). The city government has already designated a 
place for it,” he said. Shin said South Korea expects that the 
work would be “completed by the end of next year”. “We 
need some sort of a design,” he said. 

Two Cong. MLAs join BJP in Goa
New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI): In a setback to the Congress in 
Goa, two of its MLAs Tuesday joined the BJP, giving a boost 
to the saffron party’s government in the state. Subhash Shi-
rodkar and Dayanand Sopte met BJP president Amit Shah, 
and Union minister Piyush Goyal later announced the deci-
sion of their joining the BJP at a press conference. Earlier in 
Goa, Assembly Speaker Pramod Sawant said Shirodkar and 
Sopte had sent their resignations by fax as members of the 
assembly to his office. In the 40-member Goa Assembly, 
the Parrikar government has the support of 23 MLAs. These 
comprise 14 BJP MLAs, three each from the Goa Forward 
Party and the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party as well as 
three Independents. The strength of the Congress, which 
has so far been the single largest party with 16 MLAs, will 
now come down to 14.
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Digital divide can threaten 
global peace — LS Speaker 

Airports alerted, police hunt for ex-BSP MP’s son 190 suspected Rohingyas 
in Telangana voters list

Kerala on edge before Sabarimala 
temple opens for all women today

Centre working to achieve zero 
hunger by 2030 — Minister

Municipal poll process 
ends in J&K with 
overall 35.1 % turnout 

Allahabad officially renamed Prayagraj 

 Delhi Police personnel coming out of a house after searching Ashish Pandey, the former Bahujan Samaj 
Party lawmaker’s son at a Posh colony in Lucknow on Tuesday.

PTI

Sumitra Mahajan (File Photo)
PTI

Geneva, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
Although technology offers 
easy access to information 
and connectivity, digital 
divide could pose a threat 
to global peace, Lok Sabha 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan 
said on Tuesday.

“Technology and inno-
vation offer us easy access 
to information, improved 
lifestyle, connectivity, com-
munication, social net-
working and entertain-
ment but at the same time 
it may also lead to job losses, 
increased loneliness, ad-
diction and psychological 
disorders. Further, digital 
divide can pose a threat 
to global peace,” Mahajan 
said in her address to the 
General Assembly of Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
in Geneva.

She is leading an Indi-
an parliamentary delega-
tion comprising Nagendra 
Singh, Anil Desai, Harish 
Chandra Meena, Hari Babu 
Kambhampati, Pratyusha 

Rajeshwari Singh and Heena 
Gavit to attend the 139th IPU 
assembly in Switzerland.

Speaking on the theme 
“Parliamentary leadership 
in promoting peace and de-
velopment in the age of in-
novation and technological 
change”, Mahajan said that 
the entire humanity is in the 

middle of an innovation-led 
technological and digital 
revolution which is shaping 
every aspect of life on earth.

She pointed out that 
global partnership to fi-
nancing technology, wom-
en friendly tools, pro-poor 
research, impact of artificial 
intelligence and loss of jobs 

New Delhi, Oct 16 (IANS): 
Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Radha Mohan Singh on 
Tuesday said that the NDA 
government was working 
continuously to achieve the 
goal of ‘zero hunger’ by 2030 
in the country. Addressing 
the Agri Startup and Entre-
preneurship Conclave here 
on World Food Day, he said 
that the efforts of farmers 
and techniques developed 
by the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR) had 
contributed to an increase in 
agricultural production and 
food security in India.

Singh’s remarks came 
in the wake of release of the 
Global Hunger Index (GHI) 
that ranked India 103rd 
among 119 countries. 

As per the fourth ad-
vance estimate, foodgrains 
production in the country 
is estimated at 284.83 mil-
lion tonnes in 2017-18, an 
increase of over 20 million 

tonnes compared with the 
figures of 2013-14.

The Minister said that 
horticultural crops, which 
contribute significantly to 
nutritional security, wit-
nessed a record produc-
tion this year at 307 million 
tonnes.

“The role of high-quality 
crop variety, seed and tech-
nology has been significant 
in increasing production,” a 
release quoted him as saying.

He said that there was 
a requirement of 22 lakh 
skilled youths in the agricul-
tural sector, for which a skill-
ing programme was being 
conducted. 

“There is tremendous 
potential for start-ups in 
the fields of seed and plant 
production, food processing 
and post-mortgage man-
agement, veterinary, farm 
machinery, poultry, fish pro-
duction, biological products 
and bioplasty,” he said.

Srinagar, Oct 16 (PTI): The 
four-phase polling for all 
79 urban local bodies in 
Jammu and Kashmir ended 
Tuesday, recording an over-
all 35.1 per cent voter turn-
out in the state.

The turnout for the final 
phase of elections, which 
was held only for two mu-
nicipal bodies in Kashmir, 
remained low as usual at 4.2 
per cent.

“The overall voting per-
centage for the urban local 
bodies of the state was 35.1 
per cent,” said an election 
department official, add-
ing the turnout for the final 
phase, held only for two 
municipal bodies in valley 
was 4.2 percent.

A total of 35.1 percent 
people, numbering around 
5.97 lakh out of nearly 17 
lakh voters exercised their 
franchise during the entire 
four-phase electoral proc-
ess, held amid tight security 
with even candidates’ iden-
tities having been kept se-
cret due to militant threats.

While the valley voters 
largely gave a cold shoulder 
to the polls, boycotted by the 
two major regional players 
NC and PDP, Jammu and 
Ladakh regions saw massive 
participation of people in 
the poll process.

The counting of votes 
will be held on October 20.

According to election 
officials, the first phase of 
polling for civic bodies on 
October 8 recorded 65 per-
cent voter turnout in Jammu 
division and 62.1% in Leh 

and Kargil districts of Lada-
kh. The valley, however saw 
a meagre 8.2 per cent elec-
torates casting their votes 
that day.

In the 2nd phase of 
polling held on 10 October, 
Jammu division civic bod-
ies went one notch higher, 
clocking a poll percentage 
of 78.6 per cent but the mu-
nicipal bodies in Kashmir 
registered a measly 3.4 per 
cent turnout.

The third phase was al-
most a repeat of the second 
one with Jammu division 
registering 81.4 per cent 
turnout against a paltry 
3.5 per cent poll percent-
age in Kashmir The valley 
witnessed no signs of elec-
tioneering in run up to the 
polls as militant outfits had 
threatened to target those 
taking part in the elections 
in any form while sepa-
ratist groups like Hurriyat 
Conference had called for 
a boycott. The election au-
thorities kept secret even 
the identities of the contest-
ing candidates owing to 
the security threat to them, 
prompting political par-
ties, which were against 
the conduct of polls in the 
present circumstances, to 
question the authenticity of 
the process.

The killing of two Na-
tional Conference workers 
just three days ahead of the 
first phase of polling forced 
many candidates to either 
withdraw their nominations 
or make public their dissoci-
ation through social media. 

Lucknow, Oct. 16 (PTI): The Uttar 
Pradesh Cabinet Tuesday approved a 
proposal to rename the historic city of 
Allahabad as Prayagraj.

Opposition parties have criticised 
the decision, which comes ahead of 
the Kumbh Mela in January next year.

The decision was taken at a cabi-
net meeting presided over by Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

“I am happy to say Allahabad will 
now be known as Prayagraj,” senior 
UP Cabinet minister Siddhartha Nath 
Singh told reporters here. 

“The government has announced 
this decision... It has come into effect 
from today.... there is a process to 
carry out changes and departments 
concerned will undertake it,” Singh 
said, adding, letters will be written to 
central institutes and organisations so 
as to take the process forward.

The move, he said, will help high-
light Indian culture at international 
level.

“Rig Veda, Mahabharat and 
Ramayana also mention Prayagraj 
(for Allahabad),” the minister noted.

On a trip to Allahabad on Saturday 
last, the chief minister had said there 
was a proposal to rename the city 
ahead of the 2019 Kumbh Mela.

“The people of Allahabad, sages 
and seers want that Allahabad should 
be known as Prayagraj.T

wo days back, when the chief 
minister chaired a meeting pertain-
ing to Kumbh there, he had himself 
mooted that Allahabad should be 
called Prayagraj. All sages and seers 
had given their unanimous approval 
for the same,” he added.

To a question on objections being 
raised on the change of name in some 
quarters, Singh said, “I would only tell 
them that you too have been given a 
name.  Prayagraj is a name which was 
there for a long time. But, almost 500 
years ago someone had changed the 
name. You have been given a name 
by your parents, and imagine if that 
name is changed, how will you feel?” 

“It is a heritage city. Prayag is a 
place where three rivers meet (Ganga, 
Yamuna and mythical Saraswati). 
Lord Brahma had fasted there and 

also did sacrifice. He had done a 
yagna there. Rig Veda, Mahabharat 
and Ramayana also mention Praya-
graj. If anyone has any objection, 
they must reconsider (their views),” 
Singh said.

Welcoming the decision, UP BJP 
spokesperson Manish Shukla said, 
“The mentality with which Mughal 
emperor Akbar changed the name 
of the city was being opposed by the 
people. Today, the BJP government 
had rectified the mistake made by 
Akbar.” Samajwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav had criticised the 
move.

The Congress had also opposed 
the move, claiming the name change 
would affect the history in which Al-
lahabad has played a significant role 
since the days of Independence. 

Congress spokesperson Onkar 
Singh had said that the region where 
Kumbh is held is already called Praya-
graj and if the government is so eager, 
they can make it a separate city, but 
the name of Allahabad should not be 
changed.

are some of the important 
challenges which the inter-
national community must 
discuss and address.

“Sustainable develop-
ment and peaceful welfare 
of the poor should always 
be at the center of develop-
ment. Innovations using 
indigenous methods are 
economical and sustain-
able,” she said.

Referring to the Speak-
er’s Research Initiative set 
up in the Indian Parliament, 
the Lok Sabha Speaker said 
that it is using technology to 
become e-Parliament and 
reduce carbon foot prints. 

Digital India, Skill In-
dia, and StartUp India are 
some of the ambitious pro-
grammes to channel the en-
ergy of our youths, she said. 

Rajya Sabha Deputy 
C h a i r m a n  Ha r i v a n s h 
Narayan Singh participated 
in the debate on the role of 
fair and free trade and in-
vestment in achieving sus-
tainable development goals.

Lucknow/Delhi, Oct 16 
(IANS): Authorities alerted 
airports and a Delhi Po-
lice team reached Lucknow 
on Tuesday in search of a 
former BSP MP’s son who 
whipped out a pistol dur-
ing a scuffle with a man at a 
luxury hotel in the national 
capital, officials said.

The three-member 
squad, led by Inspector Har-
ish Chandra, went to Ashish 
Pandey’s house and those of 
his relatives but could not 
find him, an officer said. 

Pandey, son of former 
Bahujan Samaj Party MLA 
and MP Rakesh Pandey, 
pulled out the weapon dur-
ing an argument with a man 
at the porch of the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel in south Delhi 
on Sunday, police said.

In the video, Ashish 
Pandey and his friends can 
be heard abusing the man 
who used the ladies’ wash-
room, police said.

Delhi’s Joint Commis-
sioner of Police Ajay Chaud-
hry said: “We are afraid he 
(Pandey) might leave the 
country. So, a look-out cir-
cular has been issued at 
airports across the country. 

“He doesn’t live in Delhi. 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Oct. 16 (PTI): Kerala Tues-
day waited with bated 
breath for the opening of 
the gates of Sabarimala 
temple tomorrow, the first 
time since the Supreme 
Court allowed women of 
all age groups to enter the 
shrine, under the shadow 
of ominous warnings of 
“mass suicides” and threats 
of disruption.

The last gasp effort 
by the Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB), which 
manages the temple, to 
defuse the situation came 
to nought with the Pan-
dalam royal family and 
other stakeholders walking 
out of a meeting called 
by it over its reluctance to 
discuss the issue of filing a 
review petition against the 
apex court order.

Meanwhile, hundreds 
of women devotees of Lord 
Ayyappa, the eternally celi-
bate deity of Sabarimala, 
picketed the road to the 
hill shrine and prevented 
women they suspected 
were of menstrual age from 
proceeding to the shrine 
some 20 km away.

Lustily chanting “Swa-
miya Saranam Ayyappa” 
hailing the Lord, the devo-
tees checked buses and pri-
vate vehicles for girls and 
women of the “banned” 
age group and forced them 
to abandon their journey.

Among those was a 
woman journalist Ritu, 
who claimed she was 
heading for the temple 
on assignment and had 
no intention of entering 
the shrine, something that 
could have offended the 
religious sensibilities of 
Ayyappa devotees.

“No woman belonging 
to the banned age group 
of 10-50 will be allowed to 

travel further from Nilackal 
and offer prayers at the 
shrine when it opens for 
the monthly pooja tomor-
row evening,” asserted a 
woman protester as tem-
pers ran high at Nilackal, 
the gateway to Sabrimala.

A small police contin-
gent looked the other way.

Television channels 
showed some college stu-
dents, including young girls 
wearing black dresses, be-
ing ordered to get down 
a bus.

Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan, facing a tough time 
tackling the highly emotive 
religious issue which has 
also acquired political over-
tones, issued a stern warn-
ing to those who dared 
block devotees from enter-
ing the temple.

“We will ensure security 
to all. Nobody will be al-
lowed to take law into their 
hands. My government 
will not allow any violence 
in the name of Sabarima-
la,” he told reporters in 
Thiruvananthapuram as 
followers of Lord Ayyappa 
virtually besieged Nilackal, 
about 225 km from the 
state capital.

“Stern action will be 
taken against anyone who 
prevents devotees from 
going to Sabarimala,” he 
warned, and ruled out any 
rethink of his government’s 
decision against seeking 
a review of the Supreme 
Court order.

“We will go by what the 
Supreme Court says,” he 
asserted.

The Travancore Devas-
won Board (TDB), mean-
while, went into a huddle 
with stakeholders, includ-
ing the Pandalam royal 
family representatives and 
priests, to soothe frayed 
tempers amid escalating 

protests by the Hindu right 
and common Ayyappa dev-
otees. There was, however, 
no breakthrough.

The meeting also at-
tended by Ayyappa Seva 
Samajam and Yoga Kshema 
Sabha ended in a dead-
lock as the TDB stuck to its 
stand of not filing a review 
petition.

“It is very painful and 
we cannot agree. We want-
ed a decision on filing the 
review petition to be taken 
today itself, but the board 
said it can be discussed 
only at the next meeting 
of TDB on October 19,” 
Shashikumar Varma, a 
member of the Pandalam 
royal family said.

“We all wish that Sabar-
imala should not be made a 
war zone,” Varma, the pres-
ident of Pandalam Royal 
Palace Trust, told journal-
ists after walking out of the 
meeting in a huff.

TDB president A Pad-
makumar, however, dis-
missed suggestions that the 
meeting was a “failure”.

“What they (stakehold-
ers) wanted was to file the 
review petition now itself. 
But the Supreme Court is 
closed till October 22. They 
also wanted to maintain 
the status quo on the cus-
toms and traditions.

“As the Supreme Court 
has passed a verdict, what 
can the board do? But the 
board will continue to talk 
with them to resolve the is-
sue,” Padmakumar said. He 
said the October 19 meet-
ing will take up the issue of 
the review petition.

Kerala has witnessed 
a series of protests and 
prayer marches over the 
last few days over the gov-
ernment’s decision to en-
force the Supreme Court 
order.

The Shiv Sena recently 
warned of “mass suicides” 
if women of menstrual age 
were allowed into the tem-
ple. Some other organisa-
tions have said women and 
girls aged between 10 and 
50 years will have to tread 
on them before entering 
the temple.

Actor-turned-BJP pol-
itician Kollam Thulashi 
went to the entent of saying 
women of “banned age” 
visiting the shrine should 
be “ripped apart”.

Even though Kerala is 
on edge a day before the 
temple gates open, some 
intrepid women like Resh-
ma Nishanth, a 32- year-old 
Kannur native, has decided 
to offer prayers there de-
spite being “slut-shamed”.

Claiming she is an ar-
dent Ayyappa devotee, she 
said she had started the 41-
day ‘vrata’ (penance) to trek 
to the forest temple during 
the annual pilgrimage sea-
son beginning Wednesday. 
She wears the ‘bead chain’ 
and locket with the image 
of Lord Ayyappa as part of 
the customary rituals be-
fore proceeding to Sabar-
imala.

“A large number of peo-
ple have extended support 
for my decision to visit the 
shrine. But slut-shaming 
and body shaming are also 
going on,” she said Mon-
day.

Bindhu, a young home-
maker from Kozhikode also 
plans to visit the shrine 
with 30 other women dur-
ing the three-month- long 
Mandala-Makaravilakku 
season.

The TDB, meanwhile, 
covered a signboard at the 
base camp in Pamba which 
said the entry of women 
of menstrual age into the 
temple was prohibited.

He has his residence in Luc-
know... We are in coordina-
tion with the Uttar Pradesh 
Police and will be able to 
arrest him soon,” Chaudhry 
said. 

Police took suo motu 
cognizance of the incident, 
which Chaudhry said wasn’t 
reported by the hotel au-
thorities or by the people 
involved in the fight but 

was recorded in a video 
that went viral on the social 
media. “It happened during 
a party at the hotel. Ash-
ish had an argument with 
someone who used a ladies’ 
washroom and the video 
that showed him brandish-
ing a pistol went viral,” he 
said. 

Uttar Pradesh Police is 
assisting the Delhi Police in 

the hunt for Ashish Pandey.
When the police team 

reached Pandey’s house 
in Vaibhav Khand in Luc-
know’s Gomti Nagar, a do-
mestic help said that Pan-
dey visited the place once 
or twice a month. 

A case under the Arms 
Act and the Indian Penal 
Code has been registered 
against the accused. 

Hyderabad, Oct. 16 (PTI): 
Nearly 190 names of sus-
pected Rohingyas have ap-
peared in the voters list and 
the process of verification 
and deletion is on, a senior 
official of the Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Corpo-
ration said Tuesday.

“We have received the 
list from the Election Com-
mission with nearly 190 
names of Rohingyas living 
in Telangana to be verified. 
We have sent the list to Re-
turning Officers (RO) and 
Assistant ROs to verify,” the 
official told PTI.

The official said the de-
letion of such names from 
the voters list is underway.

“We have so far deleted 
25 names from the voters 
list. The process is going 
on. Balance will be done 
before the second supple-
ment list of voters comes,” 
the official said. Accord-
ing to the official, some of 
the names figured in other 
constituencies near the 
city and the list was sent to 
the respective districts for 
verification and deletion of 

names if required. There are 
as many as 39.60 lakh voters 
in GHMC limits as per the 
latest list.

There were about 3,600 
Rohingyas, who are UNHCR 
card holders in the city and 
most of them are illiterates.

Whoever lives in the 
camp were not willing to go 
back as they fear for their 
lives, sources related to the 
Rohingya camp in old city 
area had earlier said.

“ The names of the Ro-
hingyas have been deleted 
by obtaining Form 7, (relat-
ed to the deletion of name 
from voters list) from them 
After that they were given 
a seven-day notice for the 
removal of the name,” the 
official added. 

Meanwhile, Telangana 
Chief Electoral officer Ra-
jat Kumar said there are 
ECI guidelines specially for 
them not to include in the 
voters list, once the immi-
grants are identified.

The Home Secretary 
has come out with a list of 
Rohingyas to be verified, the 
CEO said.



Pompeo holds crisis talks 
in Riyadh on missing journalist

North Korea slams US for ‘evil’ sanctions push

Two Koreas, UN Command 
discuss border security 
zone disarmament 

UN chief calls for action to 
protect rights of rural women

Australia to consider recognising 
Jerusalem as Israeli capital
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Riyadh, Oct. 16 (AFP): US 
top diplomat Mike Pompeo 
held talks with Saudi King 
Salman on Tuesday seeking 
answers about the disap-
pearance of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, amid US media 
reports the kingdom may 
be mulling an admission he 
died during a botched inter-
rogation.

“Rogue killers” could be 
to blame for the disappear-
ance of Khashoggi, who 
has not been seen since 
he walked into the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul on 
October 2 to sort out mar-
riage paperwork, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said 
after telephone talks with 
the king.

Trump dispatched Pom-
peo to Riyadh for what the 
State Department described 
as “face to face meetings 
with the Saudi leadership”.

After his talks with the 
king, Pompeo was to have 
dinner with his powerful 
son, Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, a US offi-
cial told the accompanying 
press.

Turkish police on Mon-
day searched the consulate 
for the first time since the 
disappearance of Khashog-
gi, a Saudi national and 
US resident who had be-
come increasingly critical of 
Prince Mohammed.

Turkish officials have 
said they believe he was 
killed - a claim Saudi Ara-
bia has denied - with the 
controversy dealing a huge 
blow to the prince’s efforts 
to showcase a reform drive 
and burnish the kingdom’s 
image.

US media reported on 
Monday that the kingdom 
is considering an admission 
that Khashoggi died after 
an interrogation that went 
wrong during an intended 

 U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, left, meets with Saudi Arabia’s King Salman in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, Tuesday Oct. 16, 2018. U.S.

AP/PTI

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

Taliban attack Afghan 
check posts, kill 19 troops
Kabul, Oct. 16 (IANS): At least 19 members 
of the Afghan security forces were killed 
and 16 others were injured in Taliban 
attacks, few days ahead of parliamentary 
elections in the country, officials said 
on Tuesday. A group of Taliban fighters 
launched attacks on three security check 
posts in Daikundi province’s Kijran area, 
which borders the provinces of Uruzgan 
and Helmand -- Taliban strongholds -- at 
around 1.00 a.m.  Thirteen members of 
the security forces were killed and 13 
others were injured, Daikundi Governor’s 
spokesperson Ali Akbar Natiqi told Efe 
news. In another attack in Samangan 
province’s Darah-e-Sof district, the Taliban 
on Monday night killed six police officers, 
including provincial deputy police chief 
Tahir Khawani, officials said.

Trump raises over $100 
mn for 2020 re-election 
Washington, Oct. 16 (IANS): US President 
Donald Trump has raised more than $100 
million for a re-election battle in 2020, 
giving him a massive financial advantage 
over a crowded field of potential 
Democratic contenders jockeying to 
challenge him. The President raised 
more than $18 million during the July-to-
September fundraising quarter through 
his campaign committee and the joint 
fundraising operations he maintains with 
the Republican National Committee, 
according to his campaign and filings 
on Monday night with Federal Election 
Commission.  The haul means his re-
election effort’s war chest now exceeds 
$106 million, reports CNN. Trump’s 
campaign ended last month with more 
$35.4 million in available cash stockpiled 
in its bank account. Trump, who has 
challenged most political rules since 
launching his 2016 presidential campaign, 
took the unusual step of filing for re-
election the day he was sworn in to office 
in 2017.  He began holding campaign-
style rallies in the first months of his 
presidency. By contrast, former President 
Barack Obama waited until the third year 
of his presidency to begin fundraising in 
earnest.

6 killed in Morocco train 
derailment
Rabat, Oct. 16 (IANS):  At least six people 
were killed and 72 were injured when a 
train derailed near the Moroccan capital 
on Tuesday, officials said. The incident 
occurred in Bouknadel, on the Atlantic 
coast between the capital and the city of 
Kenitra. Officials said the death toll was 
expected to rise given the severity of some 
of the injuries, Efe news reported.  Social 
media images after the crash showed 
a train carriage flipped on its side, with 
debris strewn on the tracks.

NEWS IN BRIEF

abduction.
The UN human rights 

chief called Tuesday for the 
lifting of the immunity of 
officials who might be in-
volved in Khashoggi’s disap-
pearance.

“In view of the serious-
ness of the situation sur-
rounding the disappear-
ance of Mr. Khashoggi, I 
believe the inviolability or 
immunity of the relevant 
premises and officials... 
should be waived imme-
diately,” Michelle Bachelet 
said in a statement.

Until Monday, Riyadh 
had not allowed Turkish 
investigators to search the 
consulate - officially Saudi 
territory - with reports both 
sides were at odds over the 
conditions.

The investigators, who 
searched the premises for 
eight hours into Tuesday 
morning, took samples with 
them, including soil from 
the consulate garden, one 
official at the scene said.

Istanbul police are now 
also planning to search the 
nearby consul’s residence, a 
diplomatic source said.

Trump’s comments 
came after a telephone con-
versation with King Salman, 
father of the crown prince, 
the first such talks since the 
crisis erupted.

“Just spoke to the King 
of Saudi Arabia who denies 
any knowledge of what-
ever may have happened ‘to 
our Saudi Arabian citizen’,” 
Trump tweeted.

Riyadh’s most recent 
comments have focused on 
having no knowledge of any 
killing or denying that any 
order to kill Khashoggi had 
been given.

“The denial was very, 
very strong,” Trump later 
told reporters at the White 
House. “It sounded to me 
like maybe these could have 
been rogue killers. Who 
knows?” 

But CNN cited two 
sources as saying the Sau-

dis are preparing a report 
that his death resulted from 
a botched interrogation, 
while the Wall Street Jour-
nal said the kingdom was 
weighing whether to say 
that rogue operatives killed 
Khashoggi by mistake.

After his crunch talks in 
Riyadh Tuesday, Pompeo 
was expected in Turkey on 
Wednesday to meet Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu, the state-run 
Anadolu news agency said.

The search came after 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan and King 
Salman also had their first 
telephone talks since the 
controversy erupted.

The controversy has 
troubled Saudi’s traditional 
Western allies, who are key 
arms suppliers to the king-
dom, and also undermined 
efforts by Mohammed bin 
Salman to present himself 
as a modernising ruler.

An investment confer-
ence seen as a platform 

Seoul, Oct. 16 (AFP): North Korea’s 
state media on Tuesday slammed 
the United States for an “evil” at-
tempt to maintain sanctions against 
Pyongyang, accusing President 
Donald Trump of blocking progress 
in inter-Korean relations.

The declaration threatens to 
upset the negotiations between 
Washington and the nuclear-armed 
North, in which Trump is expected 
to hold a second summit soon with 
Pyongyang’s leader Kim Jong Un.

At their first meeting in Singa-
pore in June they signed a vaguely-
worded pledge on denuclearisation, 
but little progress has been made 
since then with the two sides spar-
ring over the meaning of the text.

Pyongyang has not made any 
explicit public promise to give up 

its existing arsenal but has repeat-
edly called for UN Security Council 
sanctions imposed over its weapons 
programmes to be loosened, citing 
a freeze in its nuclear and missile 
tests.

For its part Washington has been 
adamant the measures should be 
maintained until Pyongyang’s com-
plete denuclearisation.

Washington was playing a “dou-
ble game”, said a lengthy commen-
tary carried by the North’s official 
KCNA news agency, and was “little 
short of destroying” the rare diplo-
matic opportunity between the two.

“Hostile policy and reciprocity 
can not go together,” it said, and ne-
gotiations would not move forward 
“an inch with an obstacle called 
sanctions”.

“The US... is responding to good 
faith with evil,” it added.

KCNA said the article, nearly 
1,700 words long and titled “What 
Do Ill-boding Remarks from US 
Signify”, had been “made public” by 
Kim Chol Myong.

No further details about its ori-
gins or the author’s affiliation were 
given, suggesting that “Kim Chol 
Myong” is likely to be a pseudonym.

But the fact that it was carried 
by Pyongyang’s official news agency 
indicates that it has the authorities’ 
approval.

It was published just days after 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
visited Pyongyang and said he had 
“productive” talks on denuclearisa-
tion with the North Korean leader.

After an earlier Pompeo visit in 

July the North issued an angrily-
worded official foreign ministry 
statement condemning what it 
called his “unilateral” demands for 
its disarmament, describing them 
as “gangster-like”.

It cast doubt on the prospects 
for progress -- even though it pro-
claimed “our good faith in President 
Trump” -- and prompted the US 
leader to cancel a scheduled August 
trip to Pyongyang by his Secretary of 
State, before a fresh round of visits 
and a letter from Kim restarted the 
process

But Tuesday’s declaration went 
further, implicitly criticising the US 
leader -- who is known to consider 
personal relationships important.

Without naming Trump, it re-
ferred to his comments last week 

that Seoul would not lift its own 
sanctions against the North “with-
out our approval”.

“Even the White House made 
such threatening words,” KCNA 
said, “enraging not only south Ko-
reans but all other Koreans”.

South Korea’s dovish President 
Moon Jae-in -- who has held three 
meetings with Kim this year -- has 
vowed to honour the UN sanctions 
but agreed to pursue a handful of 
joint economic projects with the 
North.

After his visit this month Pom-
peo said Kim had agreed to allow 
international inspectors to visit 
a nuclear test site that the North 
dismantled in May but did not 
elaborate on any offers made by the 
US in return.

Seoul, Oct. 16 (IANS): The 
two Koreas and the UN Com-
mand (UNC), led by the US, 
held their first trilateral con-
sultations on Tuesday over 
disarming the Joint Security 
Area (JSA) in the heavily for-
tified border area, South Ko-
rea’s Defence Ministry said.

The meeting took place 
behind closed doors at the 
border village of Panmunjom 
and was headed by South 
Korean Colonel Cho Yong-
geun, North Korean Colo-
nel Om Chang-nam and US 
Colonel Burke Hamilton, the 
Secretary of the UNC Mili-
tary Armistice Committee, 
the ministry said in a press 
release.

Seoul and Pyongyang 
had earlier agreed to estab-
lish weapon-free areas in the 
JSA, with the aim of lower-
ing tensions, in the military 
agreement signed by defence 
officials in September, the 
biggest pact on the matter 
signed by the two countries 
since the peninsula was di-
vided in 1945.

The UNC has jurisdiction 
over the JSA, where South 
and North Korean forces 
stand face to face.

“We held working-level 

consultations over measures 
to be taken for (JSA) disar-
mament, such as withdraw-
ing firearms and guard posts, 
reducing guard personnel 
and readjusting monitoring 
equipment,” the ministry 
was cited as saying by Yon-
hap news agency.

“(We) have decided to 
proceed with plans for dis-
armament measures and 
mutual verification proce-
dures through the trilateral 
consultation body,” it added.

The South and the North 
Koreas plan to withdraw four 
and five guard posts, respec-
tively, from the JSA. Each side 
will station a patrol of 35 sol-
diers, including five officers, 
with no firearms, there.

Korean people and for-
eign tourists will be allowed 
to cross the military demar-
cation line from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m, the report said.

As part the implementa-
tion of the September agree-
ment, the two Koreas had 
begun joint work on October 
1 to remove anti-personnel 
mines from the Demilita-
rized Zone (DMZ) at the 
border, the results of which 
were reviewed at Tuesday’s 
meeting.

United Nations, Oct. 16 (IANS): UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres on Thurs-
day called for action to protect the rights 
of rural women and girls on the occasion 
of the International Day of Rural Women.

The empowerment of rural women 
and girls is essential to building a pros-
perous, equitable and peaceful future 
for all on a healthy planet, said Guterres 
in a message. “Yet rural women and girls 
remain disproportionately affected by 
poverty, inequality, exclusion and the ef-
fects of climate change,” Xinhua reported. 

The UN chief called on countries to 
take action to ensure that rural women 
and girls fully enjoy their human rights, 
including the right to a life free of all forms 
of violence, discrimination and harmful 
practices, and to quality, affordable and 
accessible education throughout their 
lives. 

The secretary-general underscored 
that investing in the well-being, liveli-
hoods and resilience of rural women and 
girls is needed. “Achieving this requires 
investment, legal and policy reforms and 
the inclusion of rural women in the deci-
sions that affect their lives.” 

The first International Day of Rural 
Women was observed on October 15, 
2008. The day, established by the UN Gen-

eral Assembly on December 18, 2007, rec-
ognizes the critical role and contribution 
of rural women, including indigenous 
women, in enhancing agricultural and ru-
ral development, improving food security 
and eradicating rural poverty.

Canberra, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
Australian Prime Minis-
ter Scott Morrison said on 
Tuesday that he was open 
to recognizing Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel and 
moving the Australian em-
bassy there as well as to re-
view the nuclear agreement 
with Iran.

“We are committed to 
a two-state solution, but 
frankly, it hasn’t been go-
ing that well. Not a lot of 
progress has been made. 
And you don’t keep doing 
the same thing and expect 
different results,” Morrison 
told the media here.

Morrison considered 
that both the creation of the 
two-state solution between 

Israel and Palestine and the 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel can be 
achieved, although he clari-
fied that no decision had 
been made in this regard, 
reports Efe news.

He added that  the 
opening of these discus-
sions gives his government 
the opportunity to apply a 
practical, innovative and 
common sense role in try-
ing to work with partners 
around the world to help 
broader objectives in the 
case of the two-state solu-
tion.

Australia is following 
in the footsteps of the US, 
Guatemala and Paraguay.

Morrison, who made 

the statement before a cru-
cial by-election in an Syd-
ney electorate where some 
12.5 per cent of the voters 
are Jewish, added that his 
government has not yet 
made a decision on the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal, to which 
the current governments 
of the US and Israel are op-
posed.

Morrison’s announce-
ment would mean a shift 
in Australian foreign policy 
implemented by his prede-
cessor, Malcolm Turnbull, 
who refused to recognise 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel and relocate the em-
bassy to that city as well as 
supported the agreement to 
denuclearise Iran.

for the crown prince and 
dubbed the “Davos in the 
Desert”, scheduled to take 
place in Riyadh next week, 
has been hit by a string of 
prominent cancellations.

JPMorgan Chase CEO 
Jamie Dimon, Ford chair-
man Bill Ford and Larry 
Fink, the head of invest-
ment giant BlackRock, were 
among the latest business 
barons to cancel plans to 
attend.

US Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin said he still 
plans to attend but would 
“take (it)... into account” 
if more information came 
out.

The controversy mean-
while threw into doubt a 
USD 400 million deal the 
Saudi Public Investment 
Fund negotiated with Hol-
lywood’s most powerful 
talent agency as part of the 
crown prince’s drive for a 
foothold in the entertain-
ment industry.

En d e a vo r  C E O  A r i 
Emanuel said the Khashog-
gi case was “very, very 
concerning”, although he 
stopped short of pronounc-
ing the deal was dead.

Trump has threatened 
the kingdom with “severe 
punishment” if it is shown 
that  Khashoggi was killed 
inside its Istanbul mission.

But he has also made 
clear he is reluctant to curb 
all-important arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia.

Britain, France and Ger-
many also released a rare 
joint statement saying they 
were treating Khashoggi’s 
disappearance “with the 
utmost seriousness” and 
calling for a “credible inves-
tigation”.

Riyadh, however, has 
vowed to hit back against 
any punitive measures im-
posed over the affair.

Britain’s Prince Harry and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex meet 97-year-old Dafney Dunne during a walk about outside the Opera House in Sydney, Australia, 
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 2018. Prince Harry and his wife Meghan are on a 16-day tour of Australia and the South Pacific.

Royal touch

AP/PTI
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‘A Star is Born’ soundtrack tops 
Billboard 200 Albums Chart
The soundtrack of singer-actress Lady Gaga and actor 
Bradley Cooper’s “A Star is Born” made its debut at number 
one position on Billboard 200 Albums Chart.The album has 
also got number one spot on iTunes in over 75 countries, 
including the US. The soundtrack was released on October 
5. It features new music from its principal stars: Grammy 
Award-winner Gaga and the film’s director and actor Cooper.

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am 8 pm: Helicopter eela

2 pm: Venom

5 pm: First man

A
ctress CharlizeTheron has condemned 
US President Donald Trump for mocking 
Christine BlaseyFords accusations against 
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh.

Ford accused Kavanaugh during his 
confirmation process. Ford testified before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee about her memories of the 
alleged assault -- testimony that Trump went on to 
mock during a rally in Mississippi.

Theron had some strong words condemning 
Trump’s actions, reports variety.com. 

“Extreme sadness because I can’t 
imagine if that was his daughter, how he 
would feel if somebody did that,” Theron 

said. 
“And I think sometimes it’s really hard 

for people to put themselves in that person’s 
shoes, and I don’t know why, it’s just plain 
empathy. You don’t have to agree with her,” 

she added. 
“But you don’t have to belittle her, you 

don’t have to do that. For me, it’s worse 
than high school to see an adult do that.

Especially the leader of the free world. It’s 
sad.”

She elaborated on the effect of Time’s Up 
and #MeToo movements, explaining that 
for the first time, inappropriate conduct at 
the highest levels is starting to have con-
sequences. “I think we’ve lived in a world 
where women have been so let down for so 
many years; in a very unhealthy way, we’ve 

almost gotten used to it,” the “Atomic 
Blonde” actress said. 

“So to see some accountability 
for some of the actions that are just 

deplorable, is…it feels like we are 
finally being heard and that 

things aren’t being brushed 
under the rug any-

more. These are 
civil rights, this is 

just something that 
should have already 

been and we should have 
been done with.”

IANS

T
he 31-year-old rap-
per and the ‘Work’ 
hitmaker have a long 
romantic history of on 
and off dating which 

spans from 2005 until 2016, and 
despite the pair no longer being 
romantically linked, Drake has 
said he is slightly disappointed 
he doesn’t have a “fairy tale” life, 
as he once wanted Rihanna 
to be the mother of his 
children.

Speaking dur-
ing an appear-
ance on LeBron 
James’ HBO series 
‘The Shop’, Drake 
said: “As life 
takes shape and 
teaches you your 
own lessons, I end 
up in this situation 
where I don’t have the 
fairy tale, like, ‘Oh, 
Drake started a 
family with 

Rihanna and this is like so per-
fect.’ It looks so good on paper. By 
the way, I wanted that too at one 
time.”

The ‘Hotline Bling’ rapper 
and Rihanna first became linked 
in 2005 at a Toronto diner where 
Rihanna shot her music video for 
debut single ‘Pon De Replay’.

In 2016, Drake professed his 
love for the ‘What’s My Name’ 

singer whilst presenting her 
with the Video Vanguard 

Award at the MTV Mu-
sic Video Awards.

He said: “She’s 
someone I’ve been 
in love with since 
I was 22 years old. 
She’s one of my best 
friends in the world. 
She’s a living breath-
ing legend in our 
industry.”

Later that year, 
sources said the 

pair had 
part-

ed ways just a few months after 
making their romance official, 
and earlier this year, Rihanna 
said she is no longer close to her 
former flame.

She said: “We don’t have a 
friendship now, but we’re not 
enemies either. It is what it is.”

Since their split, 30-year-old 
Rihanna has moved on with Sau-
di businessman Hassan Jameel, 
and Drake has since fathered a 
son named Adonis with French 
artist Sophie Brussaux.

Recently, Drake gushed about 
parenthood, stating he had 
learned “patience” and “uncon-
ditional love” since becoming a 
father.

He said: “[He has] crazy 
blue eyes - baby blue eyes. He’s 
already in the pool shooting the 
basketball. I’m just excited. All 
of the things I’ve learned from 
and through my father and the 
incredible things I’ve learned 
through my mother about pa-
tience, about unconditional love.”

femalefirst.co.uk

A
ctor Chris Evans has clarified his 
Captain America goodbye message 
was not a spoiler.

In an emotional post on Twitter 
on October 5, Evans had said it was 

an honour for him to play the iconic Marvel 
character. 

“Officially wrapped on ‘Avengers 4’. It was an 
emotional day to say the least. Playing this role 
over the last eight years has been an honour. 
To everyone in front of the camera, behind the 
camera, and in the audience, thank you for the 
memories! Eternally grateful,” Evans had posted.

The tweet added fire to the already raging 
debate about the character’s fate in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. 

Many on social media saw his goodbye mes-
sage as a confirmation that Captain America will 
die at the end of Avengers 4. 

During an appearance at Ace Comic Con, 
Chris Evans clarified his comments.

“I should clarify that I know I did tweet 
something that made a lot of people think that 
it was in some way a spoiler and I should clarify 
that regardless of how Avengers 4 ends, I would 
have tweeted the exact same thing,” he said.

The actor said his last day on the film’s set 

was “very emotional” as it marked 
“the culmination of almost 10 years 
of filming and 22 movies, this unbe-
lievable tapestry.” 

“You feel a lot more emotions than 
I think even I thought I’d feel. And I felt 
it was appropriate to share the grati-
tude. I know it had a ripple effect but I am 
neither confirming nor denying anything,” 
he added.

Evans, 37, had alluded to his exit from the 
franchise during a New York Times inter-
view in March, when he stated, “You 
want to get off the train before they 
push you off.” 

Marvel fans first saw Evans 
as Steve Rogers aka Captain 
America in 2011 film “Cap-
tain America: The First 
Avenger.” Since then he 
has appeared in five Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe 
(MCU) movies as Cap. 

The yet untitled 
“Avengers 4” is scheduled 
to release on May 3, 2019.

PTI

O
n the one hand, Indians bow down to a goddess 
to pray and on another some people violate wom-
en. This dichotomy in India is creating a mess of 
things, says filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt, who feels 
Indians are far from what we claim to be.

“The #MeToo movement cannot be resolved through 
the court of public opinion. There are people standing up for 
something. I would say more power to women who scream 
from the rooftop about something wrong done to them -- 
whether it is after 10 years or 20 or 50... It doesn’t make a differ-
ence,” Bhatt told IANS in an interview when he was in the city 
to promote “Jalebi”.

“You cannot deny the right to individuals to say what they 
say. But the question is whether the quotes are in sync with the 
legal system, which is based on a certain understanding. Are 
they in sync with this so-called enlightened new view that we 
have? If punitive action is not taken, the cynicism that nothing 
happens would be reinforced,” he added.

The #MeToo movement in India started in September 
after Tanushree Dutta recounted an unpleasant episode with 
veteran actor Nana Patekar on the sets of “Horn ‘OK’ Pleassss” 

in 2008.
After that, a slew of controversies surrounding Vikas Bahl, 

Chetan Bhagat, Gursimran Khamba, Kailash Kher, Rajat Ka-
poor, Alok Nath and Sajid Khan have emerged.

The director feels it is time to ask a “deeper question”.
“During Durga Puja, you bow down to the deity which was 

created by this great story of male gods putting their best to 
create her so that she can kill the demon to save the world and 
heaven from the wrath of that demon. It is time to understand 
that you support the woman and let her retain her dignity or 
she will perish.

“The question is, ‘Do you really view women in the form of 
the goddess you worship in the temple’. Because in private life 
you violate them.”

He said “there is a kind of dichotomy”.
“The dichotomy is what has made a mess of things. We 

have an idea about ourselves and the reality is quite different 
from the idea. Look at what you are doing to women. There 
are issues which cannot be resolved themselves within a time 
frame of a week, a month or a year.

“These are larger issues. The soul of the country is decay-

ing. We are 
far away 
from what we 
claim to be. 
And cases like this 
only put spotlight on 
that,” added the director, 
who has helmed projects like “Arth”, 
“Saaransh”, “Naam”, “Sadak”, “Junoon” and “Papa 
Kahte Hain”.

As a film producer, how does he ensure a safe workplace 
for women?

“Human beings are vulnerable to all this and more. But I 
can only say that you lead by example. You set the tone about 
what the morality of the house is going to be. I have enough 
women force. I have my own daughter (Pooja), who is a tough 
chick. I have my sister who is hands-on. I have my niece.”

“If there is any outrage anywhere, I think there are enough 
pockets to bring out what is happening,” added Bhatt , who 
will be back as a director with “Sadak 2”.

IANS

A
ctress Nicole Kidman says mar-
rying actor Tom Cruise protected 
from being sexually harassed in 
Hollywood.

She was just 22 when she 
wed Cruise. In an interview with New York 
magazine, Kidman, 51, has reflected back on 
that time, saying she now realises that her 
then-husband’s superstar status protected 
her from the dark side of Hollywood, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

The Oscar-winner says that being cou-
pled with the actor gave her a special kind of 
“protection”, discouraging men from sexually 
harassing her. “I got married very young, 
but it definitely wasn’t power for me -- it was 
protection,” Kidman explained. 

“I married for love, but being married to 
an extremely powerful man kept me from be-
ing sexually harassed. I would work, but I was 
still very much cocooned.”

After the couple split, attitudes towards 
Kidman changed, she said. 

“When I came out of it at 32, 33, it’s almost 
like I had to grow up.”

Kidman rarely talks about her relation-
ship with Cruise, something she said was 
a deliberate choice made with her current 
husband Keith Urban in mind.

“I’m married now to the man who is my 
great love, and it almost feels disrespect-
ful,” she said. Kidman adopted two children 
with Cruise and had two more with second 
husband Urban.

IANS

S
inger Rita Ora 
has become the 
most success-
ful UK female 
artiste of all time 

on the UK Official Singles 
Chart.

Her new single “Let 
you love me” has become 
her 13th top 10 on the 
Official Singles Chart, 
climbing to number eight 
on the latest Top 40.

It means Ora has set a 
new UK chart record for 
the most Top 10 singles 
by a British female artiste. 
The star has overtaken 
singers Shirley Bassey and 
Petula Clark, who each 

lay claim to 12 Top 10 hits, 
read a statement.

“I’m so grateful and 
honoured - this is insane. 
I can’t put into words what 
this means to me. I appre-
ciate everyone’s support. 
To my fans, thank you for 
your patience and thank 
you always for listening. I 
wouldn’t be here without 
you, and I promise to keep 
giving you all my best,” 
Ora said.

“Let you love me” is 
the latest single from her 
forthcoming second al-
bum “Phoenix”, which will 
release on November 23.

IANS

Drake “wanted” to start a family with his former partner 
Rihanna, as he believes that would have been a “fairy tale”

Charlize Theron 
condemns 

Donald Trump

Drake wanted family with Rihanna

Chris Evans walk backs on his 
Captain America goodbye post

#MeToo movement shows India’s 
soul is decaying – Mahesh Bhatt

Marriage to Cruise 
protected me 
against sexual 
abuse, says Kidman

Rita Ora makes music 
chart history in UK
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Players of Hügel Highfliers FC and Saoyang Sporting FC vying for the ball during their match at the ongoing 
Loyem Memorial Trophy in Tuensang on Tuesday.

Plates made out of rice straw.

The DPS Dimapur girls’ team posing with the trophy.

NASA’s Chandra 
Observatory back in action

Startup shows how crop residue can generate useful products

Virtual reality can alter your taste — Study

Younger children in class 
may wrongly get ADHD label

DPS Dimapur wins CBSE 
girls’ volleyball c’ship

Kuki students’ sports week kicks off

Vinoo Mankad U-19 trophy: 
Nagaland beat Manipur by 5 wickets

LMT: Hügel Hifliers FC held by 
Saoyang Sporting FC, Settle FC wins

Apple Watch to now connect hip, knee patients to doctors

Four giant planets around young star discovered

Wa s h i n g t o n , O c t . 1 6 
(IANS): NASA’s Chandra X-
Ray Observatory, observing 
the universe in high-energy 
light since 1999, is back 
in action after suffering a 
glitch due to the failure of 
the gyroscope and going 
into safe mode last week.

The cause of Chandra’s 
safe mode on October 10 
has now been understood 
and the Operations team 
has successfully returned 
the spacecraft to its normal 
pointing mode, according 
to the US space agency.

“The safe mode was 
caused by a glitch in one of 
Chandra’s gyroscopes re-
sulting in a 3-second period 
of bad data that, in turn, led 
the on-board computer to 
calculate an incorrect value 
for the spacecraft momen-

tum. The erroneous mo-
mentum indication then 
triggered the safe mode,” 
NASA said in a statement 
late on Monday.

The team has complet-
ed plans to switch gyro-
scopes and place the gyro-
scope that experienced the 
glitch in reserve.

Once configured with 
a series of pre-tested flight 
software patches, the team 
will return Chandra to sci-
ence operations which are 
expected to commence by 
the end of this week, NASA 
said.

On October 10, Chan-
dra X-ray Observatory en-
tered safe mode, in which 
the observatory is put into 
a safe configuration, criti-
cal hardware is swapped to 
back-up units, the space-

craft points so that the solar 
panels get maximum sun-
light, and the mirrors point 
away from the Sun.

Chandra is 19 years old, 
which is well beyond the 
original design lifetime of 
five years. In 2001, NASA 
extended its lifetime to 10 
years.

The US space agency 
said that it was also con-
tinuing to work towards 
resuming science opera-
tions of the Hubble Space 
Telescope that on October 
5, entered safe mode after 
one of the three gyroscopes 
(gyros) being used to point 
and steady the telescope 
failed. 

Gyroscopes help space-
craft maintain proper ori-
entation.

Scientists are currently 

performing analyses and 
tests to determine what 
options were available to 
recover the gyro to opera-
tional performance.

Till that time, science 
operations with Hubble 
have been suspended.

Besides Chandra and 
Hubble, NASA’s planet-
hunting Kepler space tele-
scope is also almost out 
of fuel. Kepler has found 
about 70 per cent of all 
known alien worlds to date.

NASA’s Dawn space-
craft, which has been orbit-
ing the dwarf planet Ceres 
since March 2015, is also 
nearly out of fuel and might 
run out as early as October.

The space agency’s 
Mars rovers Opportuni-
ty and Curiosity too have 
faced issues of late.

San Francisco, Oct. 16 
(IANS): Apple and Zimmer 
Biomet, a global leader in 
musculo-skeletal health-
care, have launched a ma-
jor clinical study where an 
app on Apple Watch and 
iPhone will guide knee and 
hip replacement patients 
through pre- and post-op-
eration care.

The “mymobility” app 
that uses Apple Watch to 
facilitate a new level of con-
nection between patients 
and their surgical care 
teams, which can imme-
diately impact the journey 
patients experience when 
they undergo these proce-
dures, Zimmer Biomet said 
in a statement on Monday.

Zimmer Biomet is also 
commencing the “mymo-
bility” clinical study, de-
signed to study the app’s 
impact on patient out-

comes and overall costs for 
joint replacement patients. 

During this research, 
patients will use “mymobil-
ity” app with Apple Watch 
as they progress through 
their hip or knee replace-
ment journey. 

R e -
searchers 
will com-
b i n e 
patient-
report-
ed feed-
b a c k 
with con-
t i n u o u s 
health and 
activity data 
f r o m  A p p l e 
Watch.

The study aims to enroll 
as many as 10,000 patient 
participants in the US.

“We are incredibly ex-
cited to work with Apple to 

transform the knee and hip 
replacement experience 
for patients and surgeons,” 

said Bryan Han-
son, President 
and CEO, Zimmer 

Biomet. 
M o r e 

than one 
m i l l i o n 
knee and 

hip replace-
ments occur 
annually in 

the US. This 
number 
i s  e x -

p e c t e d 
to grow to 

3.5 million 
by 2035. 
“ W e  a r e 

proud to enable knee and 
hip replacement patients 
to use their own data and 
share it with their doctors 
seamlessly, so that they 

can participate in their care 
and recovery in a way not 
previously possible through 
traditional in-person vis-
its,” informed Jeff Williams, 
Chief Operating Officer, 
Apple.

The “mymobility” app 
has features that use both 
Apple Watch and iPhone 
through the joint replace-
ment journey, including the 
ability for surgeons to send 
education and therapy re-
minders directly to the pa-
tient’s Apple Watch. 

A team of researchers 
in the US have also come 
together to use iPhone and 
Apple Watch to track binge 
eating disorder among 
people.

The researchers would 
use the “Recovery Record” 
app on iPhone to record the 
participants’ mood, food 
and goals for 30 days.

London, Oct. 16 (PTI): Sci-
entists have identified a 
young star with four Jupiter 
and Saturn-sized planets 
orbiting it, the first time that 
so many massive worlds 
have been detected in such 
a system.

The star, CI Tau, is lo-
cated about 500 light years 
away in a highly-productive 
stellar ‘nursery’ region of 
the galaxy, said research-
ers from the University of 
Cambridge in the UK.

The system has also set 
a new record for the most 
extreme range of orbits yet 
observed, according to the 
study published in the As-
trophysical Journal Letters.

The outermost planet 
is more than a thousand 
times further from the star 
than the innermost one, 
which raises interesting 
questions about how such a 
system might have formed, 
researchers said.

The star is just two 
million years old -- a ‘tod-
dler’ in astronomical terms 
-- and is surrounded by a 

huge disc of dust and ice, 
they said.

This disc, known as 
a protoplanetary disc, is 
where the planets, moons, 
asteroids and other astro-
nomical objects in stellar 
systems form.

The star was already 
known to be remarkable 
because it contains the 
first so-called hot Jupiter 
-- a massive planet orbiting 
very close to its parent star 
— to have been discovered 
around such a young star.

A team of researchers 
has used the Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter 
Array (ALMA) to search for 
planetary ‘siblings’ to this 
infant hot Jupiter.

Their image revealed 
three distinct gaps in the 
disc, which, according to 
their theoretical modelling, 
were most likely caused by 
three additional gas giant 
planets also orbiting the 
young star.

The four planets differ 
greatly in their orbits: the 
closest (the hot Jupiter) 

is within the equivalent 
of the orbit of Mercury, 
while the farthest orbits at 
a distance more than three 
times greater than that of 
Neptune.

The two outer planets 
are about the mass of Sat-
urn, while the two inner 
planets are respectively 
around one and 10 times 
the mass of Jupiter.

Around one per cent of 
stars host hot Jupiters, but 
most of the known hot Ju-
piters are hundreds of times 
older than CI Tau.

“It is currently impos-
sible to say whether the 
extreme planetary archi-
tecture seen in CI Tau is 
common in hot Jupiter 
systems because the way 
that these sibling planets 
were detected -- through 
their effect on the proto-
planetary disc -- would 
not work in older systems 
which no longer have a 
protoplanetary disc,” said 
Cathie Clarke, a professor 
at University of Cambridge.

According to the re-

searchers, it is also unclear 
whether the sibling plan-
ets played a role in driving 
the innermost planet into 
its ultra-close orbit, and 
whether this is a mecha-
nism that works in making 
hot Jupiters in general.

“Planet formation mod-
els tend to focus on being 
able to make the types of 
planets that have been ob-
served already, so new dis-
coveries don’t necessarily 
fit the models,” said Clarke.

“Saturn mass planets 
are supposed to form by 
first accumulating a solid 
core and then pulling in 
a layer of gas on top, but 
these processes are sup-
posed to be very slow at 
large distances from the 
star. Most models will 
struggle to make planets of 
this mass at this distance,” 
he said.

The task ahead will 
be to study this puzzling 
system at multiple wave-
lengths to get more clues 
about the properties of the 
disc and its planets.

New York, Oct. 16 (PTI): 
People’s perception of real 
food can be altered by us-
ing virtual reality, accord-
ing to a study which found 
that environment plays a 
critical part in our eating 
experience.

Humans not only rel-
ish the sweet, savoury and 
saltiness of foods, but they 
are influenced by the sur-
roundings in which they 
eat, according to the study 
published in the Journal of 
Food Science.

“When we eat, we per-
ceive not only just the taste 
and aroma of foods, we get 
sensory input from our sur-
roundings - our eyes, ears, 
even our memories about 
surroundings,” said Robin 
Dando, an associate profes-
sor at Cornell University in 
the US.

About 50 panelists who 
used virtual reality headsets 
as they ate were given three 

identical samples of blue 
cheese.

The study participants 
were virtually placed in a 
standard sensory booth, a 
pleasant park bench and 
the cow barn to see cus-
tom-recorded 360-degree 
videos.

The panelists were 
unaware that the cheese 
samples were identical, and 
rated the pungency of the 
blue cheese significantly 
higher in the cow barn set-
ting than in the sensory 
booth or the virtual park 
bench.

To control for the pun-
gency results, panelists also 
rated the saltiness of the 
three samples -- and re-
searchers found there was 
no statistical difference 
among them.

The purpose of this 
project was to develop an 
easy-to-implement and af-
fordable method for adapt-

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (India 
Science Wire): Crop residue 
burning has begun in the 
Northern states, posing 
a threat to air quality in 
the region. While several 
measures are being tried to 
prevent burning of paddy 
straw and mitigate the pol-
lution, a startup incubated 
in the Indian Institute of 
Technology Delhi (IITD) 
has demonstrated how 
waste biomass can be con-
verted into useful products 
like biodegradable table-
ware.  

Using a process in-
novated by them, three 
students have established 
a demonstration unit to 
convert rice straw into cups 
and plates which can be 
a substitute for currently 
used plastic-lined paper 
plates. 

Rice straw contains up 
to 10 percent of silica, with 
which existing industrial 

processes involving chemi-
cal recovery can’t cope with. 
The team has developed a 
proprietary solvent-based 
process overcomes this 
problem. It enables indus-
trial usage of agro residue, 
irrespective of its silica con-
tent.

 “Using our technology, 
we can convert any agro-
residue or lignocellulosic 
mass into holocellulose fi-
bres or pulp and lignin. This 
pulp can be converted into 
paper, tableware, bioetha-
nol or fabric. Lignin can be 
used as binder in cement 
and ceramics industries,” 
explained Ankur Kumar, 
chief operating officer of 
the startup, Kriya Labs, 
while speaking to India 
Science Wire. To begin with, 
Kriya is making tableware 
from rice straw pulp.

Millions of tonnes of 
paddy straw is burnt in 
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar 

Pradesh every year around 
this time. According to 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate 
Change, this season about 
700 fires in Punjab and 
over 900 in Haryana have 
already been detected. The 
plume of smoke and haze 
caused by crop residue 
burning in the Northwest, 

according a study led by 
NASA, is spreading as far 
as Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Telangana, Chat-
tisgarh and even parts of 
Odisha.

 Founder members of 
Kriya

The initiative - by Ankur 
Kumar, Kanika Prajapat 
and Pracheer Dutta - began 

as a summer project in May 
2014, while they were pur-
suing B Tech. The idea was 
to develop a technology to 
replace plastic-lined non-
biodegradable tableware 
with recyclable and bio-
degradable material. The 
team developed a process 
and a machine, and applied 
for a patent. “Soon we real-
ized that the problem was 
to make pulp from agro 
waste and not merely con-
vert pulp into tableware,” 
said Ankur Kumar.

Around the same time, 
the problem of air pollution 
in Delhi National Capital 
Region emerged and its link 
with straw burning became 
a big issue. It was then that 
the trio started working on 
a process to make pulp and 
even extract byproducts 
in the form of lignin-silica 
from agro-waste, includ-
ing rice straw. Their initial 
calculations indicated the 

market potential of using 
unused rice straw and pro-
viding compensation to 
farmers for the same so that 
they stop burning the straw. 
Kriya was thus founded 
in September 2017. It has 
established a demonstra-
tion plant that can process 
10 to 15 kilograms of straw 
every day.

Kriya founders say they 
have demonstrated the 
technology and are now 
ready to establish a pilot 
plant with daily capacity of 
processing three tonnes of 
agriculture residue to pro-
duce two tonnes of pulp. 
Such plants can be estab-
lished in regions where 
straw is available. “We can 
customize manufactur-
ing units to make fabric, 
bioethanol etc. as per the 
market demand, if we get 
strategic partners and in-
vestment for co-develop-
ment,” said Ankur Kumar.

ing virtual reality technol-
ogy for use in food sensory 
evaluation, said Dando.

Our environment is a 
critical part of the eating 
experience, he said.

“We consume foods in 
surroundings that can spill 
over into our perceptions of 
the food,” said Dando.

This kind of testing of-
fers advantages of conve-
nience and flexibility, com-

pared to building physical 
environments, researchers 
said.

“This research validates 
that virtual reality can be 
used, as it provides an im-
mersive environment for 
testing. Visually, virtual re-
ality imparts qualities of 
the environment itself to 
the food being consumed -- 
making this kind of testing 
cost-efficient,” said Dando.

Sydney, Oct. 16 (IANS): Younger children in classrooms 
are more likely to be mistakenly diagnosed with Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) than their older 
classmates, according to a study.

ADHD is a chronic condition which includes attention 
difficulty, hyperactivity and impulsiveness.

Across the globe some teachers are mistaking the im-
maturity of younger children in their class for ADHD. Al-
though teachers do not diagnose it, they are often the first 
to suggest a child may have ADHD, Xinhua news agency 
quoted Martin Whitely, researcher from the Curtin Uni-
versity in Australia, as saying. The findings highlighted the 
importance of teachers, doctors and parents being aware 
of the impact of relative age and giving younger children 
the extra time they need to mature, said Jon Jureidini, Pro-
fessor at University of Adelaide in Australia. 

For the study, published in the Journal of Child Psy-
chology and Psychiatry, researchers examined more than 
14 million children from US, Germany, Israel, Norway and 
Australia, and found it was more common for the younger 
children in a classroom to be diagnosed and medicated 
with ADHD.

“Mistaking perfectly normal age-related immaturity 
for ADHD is just one of the many problems with the label. 
Children who are sleep deprived, bullied, have suffered 
abuse or have a host of other problems, often get labelled 
ADHD,” said Jureidini.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The DPS Dimapur girls 
won the U-17 girls vol-
leyball champions trophy 
in the zonal level CBSE 
cluster-I tournament held 
at Kaziranga English Acad-
emy in Guwahati.

In an update received 
here on Tuesday, the school 
team under the guidance 
of P.E Teacher Asha Gupta 
Neog, participated in the 
CBSE inter-school sports 

and games competition 
2018-19 (NE - Cluster) from 
9 Oct. 9-11.

The team won the tro-
phy after defeating teams 
from 54 schools and with 
it the team qualified for 
the CBSE National Cham-
pionship. Adding another 
feather to the cap, the best 
player of the tournament 
was bagged by Pompi Bo-
rah, a class XI student of 
DPS Dimapur.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The 5th edition of “Chavang 
Golseh”, a weeklong sports 
event initiated by the Kuki 
Students’ Organisation Na-
galand (KSON) kicked off 
under the theme “Sweat 
for Success” at its head-
quarter in Ahthibung town, 
in Peren on Oct. 15.

Media cell, KSON is-
sued a press release on 
Tuesday stating that the 

opening ceremony was at-
tended by the Deputy Com-
missioner of Peren S. Tainiu 
as the special guest. The 
special guest in her speech 
exhorted the organisation 
for initiating such event 
and stressed on the impor-
tance of how games and 
sports is a blooming indus-
try that can even be chosen 
as a career by the youth 
community. She further 

stated that sports can be a 
career provided if only one 
is conscious of his or her 
health and abstain from all 
the things that can hamper 
one’s health. 

The week-long event 
will witness different sport 
events such as football, 
volleyball, badminton, and 
marathon race. The sports 
week will culminate on Sat. 
Oct. 20.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): In the ongoing 
Vinoo Mankad U-19 boys’ tournament for 
zonal group, Nagaland beat strong con-
tender Manipur by 5 wickets on Tue. Oct. 
16 in Bhubaneswar.

The U-19 boys following in the foot-
steps of senior Nagaland team, which 
topped among the Northeast teams in 
the recently held Vijay Hazare tourney in 
Gujarat, has till now won 4 matches, drawn 
one and lost one, with two more matches 
to go. Manipur started as a strong team 
winning all their matches played so far, 
suffered its first defeat at the hands of arch 

rivals Nagaland.
Manipur won the toss and chose to bat.

Manipur: 149 all out in 45.3 overs
Shubam Chauhan-42 runs, Hrithik 

Kanojia-36 runs, Jameson-20 runs.
For Nagaland, Chiranjivi took 4 wick-

ets and Toukha Zhimo chipped in with 2 
wickets.

Nagaland: 150 for 5 in 37.5 overs
Chiranjivi-40 runs, Shamphri-24 runs, 

Hem-33 runs.
For Manipur Rex and Bidash took 2 

wickets each while Sadananda claimed 1 
wicket. 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): Büpen’s late goal 
helped Saoyang Sporting FC to a 1-1 draw 
against Hügel Hifliers FC at the Loyem me-
morial ground in the ongoing 26th Loyem 
Memorial Trophy in Tuensang on Tuesday.

Hopong put Hügel Hifliers FC ahead 
in the 56th minute and looked to seal the 
match but Büpen in the 90th Minute came 
up with a goal in the game to even things 
out.

A brilliant long range effort in the first 
half through Sunep was thwarted by Ato 
the custodian of Saoyang Sporting FC. Both 
teams kept circulating the ball in midfield 
without penetration.  

However, in the second half both goal-

keepers were kept busy at their end with 
constant pressure from the attackers.

Earlier, in the first match Settle FC 
handed Homers FC a 4-0 defeat.

The attacking Settle FC capitalised on 
the Homer FC’s defensive lapses to score in 
the 2nd minute of the first half and before 
adding three more to come away with all 
three points after drawing their opener 
against Oziepik FC.

The goals stirred the Homer FC attack-
ers as they pressed forward. However, a 
goal kept eluding them. 
Wednesday’s matches
DEF Tsg vs Oziepik FC at 12 noon
Pisgah United vs Nyenshen FC at 1:30pm
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Losami youth sports meet 
underway

Phek town inter-colony tour-
nament enters day-2

Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): The 33rd meet of  Losami 
Youth Sports Association (LYSA) got underway at 
Losami local ground on Tuesday. Z.Nyusietho Nyuthe, 
retired Addl Secretary and ex-candidate 20 AC Meluri 
attended the occasion as the special guest. Nyuthe in 
his speech encouraged the youth to be sincere, honest, 
punctual and truthful. He further advised the players to 
have a zeal for sports with great enthusiasm since sports 
industry becomes fast growing and has a big employ-
ment avenue. He also maintained that youth must be 
cautious of  their health and abstain from taking any 
intoxicants. Hikewe Swuro administered oath to the 
participants. Altogether, 278 youths enrolled for the 
five-day tournament. Meanwhile, the Village Council 
Losami acknowledged Wemhiechie Akami, who will 
playing in the Subroto Cup in New Delhi.

Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Phek Town Inter-Colony 
Tournament entered the second day on Tuesday at Phek 
town local ground under the aegis of  Phek Town Youth 
Society.
In men's football, Bethany-1 beat Bethel 2-1, while New 
colony overcame Jerico-1  2-1 and Hebron-ll defeated 
Hebron-l 4-0.
In men's volleyball, Zion colony overpowered Jerico-ll, 
Hebron-l beat Mission Compound while Bethany-ll 
defeated Bethel.
In women’s’ volleyball, Bethel beat New colony and 
Bethany-l downed Zion colony.
Wednesday’s fixture from 9am
Football
Bethel vs Jerico-l
Mission Compound vs Hebron-l
Women’s volleyball
Hebron-11 vs Bible Hill
New colony vs Hebron-1
Jerico-1 vs Bethany-11

HOME TURF 

Centurion FC and Senapati FC 
enter semi-final of Martyrs' trophy

MDFA Trophy: YA Marepkong 
and Rongpang Reju win

Saina survives, Sindhu 
ousted from Denmark Open

Improper conduct charge against Mourinho

Nagaland Open Table Tennis 
Championship to begin today

EM Images

Players of Centurion FC, in white, and Kohima Eagles vying for the ball during their quarter-final match at the 
Kohima local ground on Tuesday.

EM Images

Captain of Rongpang Reju, in red, scoring the first goal against Friend’s United in the ongoing MDFA Trophy at 
the Imkongmeren Sports Complex on Tue. Oct. 16.

Saina Nehwal

London, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
English football  giant 
Manchester United coach 
Jose Mourinho has been 
charged with improper 
conduct by the Football As-
sociation for his behaviour 
at the end of his side's 3-2 
win at home against New-
castle United on October 6.

Mourinho's side fought 
back from 0-2 down at half-

time in the game to win 3-2 
thanks to an injury time 
winning goal from Alexis 
Sanchez, which many be-
lieve probably saved the 
Portuguese coach from get-
ting the sack, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

T V  f o o t a g e  a t  t h e 
end of the game showed 
Mourinho speaking in Por-
tuguese and looking at the 

camera, while heading to 
the tunnel after the final 
whistle. He also made a 
pointing gesture with the 
little finger while speaking.

It is reported in the UK 
press that the FA used a lip 
reader to determine what 
the coach was saying and 
that they have interpreted 
the comments as offensive.

"It is alleged that his 

language at the end of the 
fixture, as captured by the 
broadcast footage, was abu-
sive and/or insulting and/
or improper," read a state-
ment. 

"He has until 6 p.m. on 
October 19 to respond to 
the charge," commented 
the FA, who could hand 
Mourinho a touchline ban 
if they find him guilty.

Odense (Denmark), Oct. 
16 (IANS): Star shuttler 
Saina Nehwal survived 
a scare before progress-
ing to the second round 
of the Denmark Open but 
it was heartbreak for Rio 
silver medallist P.V. Sindhu, 
who crashed out after be-
ing stunned by unseeded 
American Beiwen Zhang in 
the opening round of the 
womens singles event here 
on Tuesday.

Saina overcame stiff re-
sistance from Hong Kong's 
Ngan Yi Cheung before 
eventually pocketing the 
match 20-22, 21-17, 24-22 
in 81 minutes. However, 
third seed Sindhu lost 17-
21, 21-16, 18-21 to Zhang 
in another tough opening 
encounter that lasted 56 
minutes.

Saina,  who lost  to 
Cheung in their sole pre-
vious meeting two years 
ago, came back from a 
game down before eventu-
ally holding her nerve to 
advance to the next round.

The match went down 
to the wire with both the 
shuttlers going for the kill. 
But the London Olympics 
bronze medallist finally 
managed to keep her cool 
and save two match points 
at 21-20 and 22-21 in the 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): The 23rd In-
ter-district cum Nagaland Open Table 
Tennis Championship organised by 
the Kohima District Table Tennis As-
sociation (KDTTA) in collaboration 
with Nagaland Table Tennis Asso-
ciation (NTTA) will commence from 
Wed.  Oct. 17 at the Indoor Table Ten-
nis Stadium, Raj Bhavan, in Kohima. 
Informing this in a press conference 
on Tuesday evening at the TT stadium, 
Kohima, Swelul Pucho, general secre-
tary NTTA said that eight district has 
registered so far while they are expect-
ing around 80-100 participants for 
the championship with Zale Neikha, 
advisor for youth resource and sports 
as the host. The inaugural programme 

will begin from 10 am at the stadium. 
The organisers said that there will 

be different category (double and 
single) for juniors, youth, men and 
women. The championship will con-
clude on Oct. 19. 

Nagaland in need of TT coach
Vikuo Metha, vice president NTTA 
said the state was in need of a coach. 
He mentioned that there has only 
been only one coach till date so far in 
the state.

Metha improvised that Nagaland 
need proper coaches for proper train-
ing to bring gold medal to the state.

General Secretary Pucho said TT 
has a prospect in Nagas but said they 
don't have a coach on being asked 
about the scenario of TT in the state. 

While in the state, Kohima stadium is 
the only TT stadium in Nagaland and 
also the oldest stadium. 

“It high time the stadium gets ren-
ovated but questions if the renovation 
starts, where will the players practice’ 
he remarked. 

“We are doing our best to keep up 
with the events happening around in 
the national level as well but in our 
state we don't even have a coach” said 
one of the members.  

Metha who himself a veteran TT 
player suggested that Nagas need to 
be sincere and dedicated in this field. 
He lamented that the players become 
overconfident with their little fame 
they get and failed to emphasise on 
the game.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Centurion FC and Senapati 
FC won their respective 
quarter-final matches to 
enter the semi-finals of the 
ongoing 19th NSF Martyrs' 
memorial trophy played at 
the Kohima local ground on 
Tue. Oct. 16.

In the third quartefinal 
match, Centurion FC de-
feated Kohima Eagles by a 
solitary goal. 

Centurion FC looked 
significantly more danger-
ous in attack in the first half 
as Imlongchaba opened the 
scoring in the 15th minute 
and took possession in the 
first half. 

Kohima Eagles team 
were the second best as 
they failed to ease the pres-
sure from Centurion's for-
ward.

Best chance for Kohima 
Eagles came through Kh-
wetelli Thopi in the first 
half but he missed a sitter 
to shoot the ball wide off 
the target. 

In the second half, Ko-
hima Eagles threatened 
but couldn't breach the 
defensive line. The oppo-
nent goalkeeper was left 
unscratched keeping his 
clean sheet. 

Kohima Eagles should 
blame themselves for lack 
of creativity in the midfield 
area and shouldering on 
playmaker Rhitsho Mero’s 
effort alone.

The only goal conceded 
by Kohima Eagles proved to 
be a costly one as they suf-
fered a defeat at the hands 
of Centurion and crush out 

of the tournament. 
Meanwhile visiting 

team from Manipur, Se-
napati FC defeated Septiqa 
FC Zunheboto 1-0 in the 
last quarter final match. 

Nanda's goal in the first 
half proved to be the win-
ning goal as Senapati FC 
held on the match till the 
final whistle. 

Zunheboto team failed 
to make an impression in 
the first half as Senapati 
took the deserving lead 
from Nanda's goal in the 
13th minute.  Senapati 
team should have scored 
more but some unimpres-
sive finishing from their 
forward failed to find the 
back of the net. 

Zunheboto team made 

a brighter start and put 
pressure in the second 
half to find the equaliser 
but unlucky for their team 
as their forward failed to 
threaten the goalkeeper, 
shooting the ball wide off 
the target when they got 
their chances. 

Danda was also cul-
pable failing to finish the 
game as he wasted two 
good chances in the sec-
ond half. 

Zunheboto couldn't 
find the equaliser despite 
the numerous attempts as 
Senapati FC held on the 
lead to enter the semi-finals 
of the tournament. 

With this quarter-finals 
win, Senapati FC will play 
against Centurion FC in the 

second semi-finals match 
on Oct.18.

M.Patton,IAS, Commis-
ioner Govt. of Nagaland will 
attend the first semi-final 
match as the match patron.

Meanwhile, the organ-
isers informed that there 
will be an exhibition match 
between the executives 
of the Angami Students' 
Union and Naga Students' 
Federation at 10am with 
Advocate Zekuseto Natso, 
former vice-president An-
gami Students' Union to 
attend as the match patron. 

Wednesday’s semi-final 
match

Tribal Brothers D Khel 
Kohima Village vs Meriema 
Village Youth Organisation 

at 1:30 pm

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 16 
(EMN):  In a do or die 
match Y/D Marepkong de-
feated Kumlong SA 2-1 to 
secure their hope to en-
ter the quarter-final while 
Rongpang Reju registered a 
win and SSS Yellow settled 
for a goalless draw against 
Telongjem FC in the ongo-
ing MDFA trophy at the 
Imkongmeren Sports Com-
plex on Tue. Oct. 16.

Marepkong was placed 
in a critical spot today after 
they had one win and one 
loss in the previous match-
es but today’s 2-1 triumph 
against Kumlong SA has 
secured a hope to enter the 
quarters.

Kumlong SA is out of the 
tournament after they end 
all the three matches with 
two losses and one draw in 
their respective pool. Moa-
sosang of YA Marepkong 
scored both the goals for 
the team in the 10th and 
41st minute.

Yangersosang of Kum-
long SA scored the lone 
goal in the 63rd minute. 
Kumlong SA tried hard to 
equalise the second goal 
but failed.

The second match 
between SSS Yellow and 
Telongjem FC ended in a 

decider which helped her 
pocket the pulsating tie.

Earlier, Sindhu suc-
cumbed to her third con-
secutive loss to American 
Zhang, who also beat the 
Hyderabadi at the Indian 
Open in February this year.

After meekly losing the 
opening game 17-21, the 
23-year-old Sindhu came 
back strongly in the second 
and did not allow the Amer-
ican to move ahead before 
finally winning it 21-16.

In the decider, the 
American bounced back in 
style to first take a 12-8 lead 
before Sindhu hit back to 
make it 14-13 in her favour.

From thereon, both 
the shuttlers went neck 
and neck before the match 
ended in Zhang's favour 
with the scoreline reading a 
close 21-18.

goalless draw.
With 50-50 ball posi-

tion, the defence of both the 
teams was equally strong.  
Longersunep of Telongjem 
FC was given a yellow card 
in the 12th minute of the 
game.

Rongpang Reju secured 
a 2-1 win against Friend’s 
United in the third match. 
Jungpetrong, the captain of 
Rongpang Reju scored the 
first goal in the 34th min-
ute after a tireless effort to 
open the lead for his team.

The captain found an 
opening when he snatched 
away the ball from his op-
ponent and dribbled down 
three more players inside 
the penalty before finish-
ing with a clinical strike.  

Two yellow cards were 
cautioned to Takawati and 
Jeminungsang of Friends 
United in the 7th and 14th 
minute while Aripong of 
Rongpang Reju was also 
cautioned in the 11th min-
ute.

The second goal for 

Rongpang Reju came 
through a penalty scored 
in the 63rd minute by Jung-
petrong.

Calvin Kent scored the 
only goal for Friends Unit-
ed FC in the 70th minute. 
They failed to equalise the 
second goal sending them 
out of the tournament.

Wednesday’s matches
Unicorn FC vs Grand 

Elites SC
OCYU vs Zonipang SA

Alempang YA vs Hills XI 
FC


