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A portion of the road that developed crack near the Nagarjan Bridge in Dimapur. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 14: The 
Dimapur district admin-
istration has declared 
traffic across the Nagar-
jan Bridge, striding over 
Dhansiri River at Kuda ‘B’ 
Khel, as unsafe for public 
use. This declaration from 
the district administra-
tion came following a joint 
inspection with ‘techni-
cal personnel’ on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Dimapur 
issued a statement in-
forming that a consider-
able crack had developed 
along the approach road 
towards the bridge (while 
coming from the town 
area) due to the ongo-
ing construction of a new 
bridge after the old one 
had cracked in the middle.   

“In view of the dan-
ger that the present situ-
ation poses, a total ban 
on vehicular traffic on 
the bridge is imposed for 
precautionary measures 
with immediate effect and 
travellers are requested to 
take alternate routes until 
further notice,” the DC 
informed.  

The additional deputy 
commissioner of Dimapur 
Police as well as its public 
relations officer has also 
informed that vehicular 

movement, for both two-
wheeler and four-wheeler, 
at Nagarjan Bridge Di-
mapur have been banned 
till further notice.  

The sub-divisional 
officer of PWD (R&B) 
Dimapur, Nagashe told 
Eastern Mirror "there was 
misinformation circulat-
ing on social media that 
the bridge has been dam-
aged.  But the condition 
of the bridge is as it has 
been since the sinking of 
the middle portion on July 
21, 2017.”

The officer said that 
due to excavation works 
going on at the site, and 
the rainfall in the past few 
days, 20-30% of the re-
taining wall underneath 
the approach road has 
‘slipped down.’ Therefore, 
to avoid any risk the dis-
trict administration has 
closed the bridge till fur-
ther notice. Also he cau-
tioned that although the 
bridge was intact, it was 
not safe to commute as 
the pressure put on by ve-
hicles or commuters may 
cause more damage. 

Kuda Youth Organi-
sation president, Vikedo 
Linyü also reported that 
there was a rift in the re-
taining wall due to the 
rainfall and the ancient 
bridge was intact. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 14: The Nagaland Voluntary Consumers’ 
Organisation (NVCO) has requested the state govern-
ment to put an end to the collection of toll carried out 
by several entities at the check-gates or highways in 
Nagaland. 

Stating that in a welfare state, the government is 
responsible to maintain reasonable prices on goods and 
services in the state, the NVCO claimed that the prices 
of commodities are always on the rise, which is affecting 
the consumers. 

“The toll tax (sic) is collected by all the municipal 
and town councils, including various organisations 
that collect illegal cash. However, the states which have 
implemented the Goods and Services Tax (GST) cannot 
impose any other tax other than the GST. Therefore, we 
are not asking for tax revision or reducing the amount 
of tax but we are asking the state government to stop 
the collection of toll tax in Nagaland completely,” the 
NVCO president, Kezhokhoto Savi told Eastern Mirror 
on Sunday.

Sating that the collection of tax by several entities 
on goods carriers was the root-cause of price-rise in 
the market, the NVCO maintained that all the cash col-
lections were being repaid by the consumers indirectly. 

In spite of the state government’s standing order 
banning collection of cash at the check-gates or high-
ways and the Gauhati High Court order disallowing any 
entity from collecting cash on any highway in any man-
ner, the NVCO alleged that several groups in Nagaland 
still collect ‘illegal taxes’ at check-gates in the state. 

The statement from the NVCO comes in the wake of 
the hardware traders in Dimapur expressing unhappi-
ness over the Dimapur Municipal Council’s (DMC) deci-
sion to revise the rate of entry tax collected per vehicle.

“The NVCO is shocked to see the revised rate of 
entry tax collected by Dimapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) as stated by the Dimapur Hardware Merchants’ 
Association which has increased from INR 450 to INR 
3500. At the end of the day, the brunt of the toll tax col-
lected by DMC will be faced by the consumers,” the 
NVCO stated. 

Chandigarh, Oct. 14 (IANS): The Punjab 
government has decided to assign a unique 
number to government residential plots and 
approved colonies in the revenue records 
that will show the "khasra" (a legal agricul-
tural document used in India and Pakistan 
that specifies land and crop details) as well 
as plot numbers, an official said on Sunday.

The move will prevent property frauds, 
and save buyers from swindlers who try to 
sell a piece of land several times over, the 
official added.

Under the plan, those who want to pur-
chase property in cities or their peripheries 
will get a separate "khewat" (ownership) 
number, which will do away with the 
problem of a common account (sanjhak) 
of land.

State's Revenue Minister Sukhbinder 
Singh Sarkaria said the revenue records 
would be updated in such a manner that 
when a coloniser sells a plot, a "tatima" and 
field-book will be prepared for that par-
ticular plot so that every plot gets a unique 
number in the revenue records.

A map of the residential colony would be 
superimposed on the revenue map, he said 
in a statement.

Thus, a specific plot will get registered in 
the buyer's name rather than a part of the 
colony, as was the practice earlier.

Moreover, common land for roads, 
parks, streets and drains cannot be sold out 
now, because such land shall constitute a 
separate ownership in the revenue record. 

This will end the illegal practice of selling 
the same piece of land over and over again. 

"Complications due to complex revenue 
record will be eliminated," the minister said.

The measure is being initiated as a pilot 
project in Sector-79 of Mohali by the Greater 
Mohali Area Development Authority.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
underscored the need to 
create a cooperative move-
ment for farmers in Na-
galand in order to market 
their produce. 

According to a Raj Bha-
van statement on Sunday, 
Acharya shared this con-
cern recently while host-
ing a dinner for farmers of 
Kohima district who repre-
sented by members of the 
“Farmer Producers Organi-
sation (FPO).”  

“...governor said that 
Northeast states in general 
and Nagaland in particu-
lar is blessed with favour-
able climatic conditions for 
vegetable cultivation. He 
stressed the need for creat-
ing cooperative movement, 
which only can help farm-
ers in marketing their pro-
duce. Producer-customer 
link is missing. Organic pro-
duce should be marketed in 
a systematic way to double 
the income of farmers. He 
stressed the need to make 

favourable policy to help 
our farmers,” it stated.

The governor further 
assured to donate INR two 
lacs to the FPO to facilitate 
the purchase of a pick-up 
van for transportation of 
the harvest to the market. 

The president of FPO, 
Keghaselie K Kuoku in-
formed Acharya that Kohi-
ma district was divided into 
four blocks ‘for conven-
ience’ where 85 Self Help 
Groups were functional 
for the benefit of farmers. 
“There are altogether 1091 
farmers registered with 
Kohima District Farmer 
Producers Organisation 
(FPO) which is registered 
under Cooperative Socie-
ties Act in Nagaland. From 
time to time, exposure trips 
for the farmers to outside 
states are sponsored by the 
department of Horticulture 
and Agriculture. 

“Every year FPO takes 
part in exhibition-cum-
sales of agri produce dur-
ing the festivals and impor-

tant functions. This year, 
18 progressive farmers of 
FPO got training in mod-
ern nursery management 
under Skill India Mission 
at Central Institute of Hor-
ticulture, Medziphema. In 
2016, FPO organised Ko-
hima district-level women 
farmers’ forum confer-
ence at Kohima with the 
assistance of Agriculture 
department. In the year 
2017, FPO again organised 
Nagaland state women 
farmers’ conference at Ko-
hima with the assistance of 
Horticulture department,” 
he informed. 

Kuoku also highlighted 
the difficulties faced by Ko-
hima district farmers, espe-
cially in transportation and 
marketing of agricultural 
produce.  He also thanked 
the governor for convening 
and hosting the dinner for 
the farmers. 

In return, the farmers 
presented the governor 
with some of their organic 
produce during the event. 

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (IANS): Giv-
ing no indication of resigning 
from the government, Union 
Minister M.J. Akbar, who is 
facing charges of sexual har-
assment and wrongdoing by 
around a dozen women journal-
ists, on Sunday called the allega-
tions "false, wild and baseless" 
and vowed to take legal action 
against the accusers.

"Accusation without evi-
dence has become a viral fever 
among some sections. Whatever 
be the case, now that I have re-
turned (from abroad), my law-
yers will look into these wild and 
baseless allegations in order to 
decide our future course of legal 
action," he said in a statement 
hours after his return. 

Akbar, who was abroad on 
an official trip in Nigeria when 
allegations were made by wom-
en journalists who had worked 
with him in newspapers over 15 
years ago as part of the #MeToo 
campaign, asked whether there 
was an agenda in the allegations 

as they came ahead of general 
elections.

While Akbar issued a state-
ment, there was no word from 
the government or the ruling 
BJP as to whether he would 
continue in the government 
amidst opposition demands for 
his resignation. 

"Why has this storm risen 
a few months before a general 
election? Is there an agenda? You 
be the judge. These false, base-
less and wild allegations have 
caused irreparable damage to 
my reputation and goodwill," 
he said.

"Lies do not have legs, but 
they do contain poison, which 
can be whipped into a fren-
zy. This is deeply distressing. I 
will be taking appropriate legal 
action," said the 67-year-old 
former Editor of Asian Age. 

Referring to charges by 
former colleague Priya Ramani, 
who had written an article a year 
ago and now named him fol-
lowing the #MeToo campaign, 

Akbar said: "Priya Ramani be-
gan this campaign a year ago 
with a magazine article. She did 
not, however, name me as she 
knew it was an incorrect story. 
When asked recently why she 
had not named me, she replied, 
in a Tweet: "Never named him 
because he didn't 'do' anything.

"If I didn't do anything, 
where and what is the story? 
There's no story. But a sea of 
innuendo, speculation and 
abusive diatribe has been built 
around something that never 
happened," he said. 

He referred to other jour-
nalists and said: "Shutapa Paul 
states, 'the man never laid a 
hand on me'. 

"'Shuma Raha says, I must 
clarify, however, that he didn't 
actually ‘do' anything'. One 
woman, Anju Bharti, went to the 
absurd extent of claiming I was 
partying in a swimming pool. I 
do not know how to swim."

Akbar, a founding editor of 
The Telegraph daily and Sunday 

magazine, was a big name in the 
media industry before he joined 
politics in 1989 when he fought 
the Lok Sabha election on a Con-
gress ticket and became an MP. 

He joined BJP ahead of the 
2014 Lok Sabha polls. Rebut-
ting allegations by some others, 
Akbar said: "Another accusation 
was made repeatedly by Ghazala 

Wahab, in an effort to damage 
my reputation. She claimed that 
she had been molested in office, 
21 years ago. This is 16 years 
before I entered public life, and 
when I was in media.

"The only office where I 
worked with Ghazala Wahab 
was that of The Asian Age. A 
part of the editorial team then 
worked out of a small hall. At 
the time concerned, I had a very 
tiny cubicle, patched together by 
plywood and glass. Others had 
tables and chairs two feet away.

"It is utterly bizarre to be-
lieve that anything could have 
happened in that tiny space, 
and, moreover, that no one else 
in the vicinity would come to 
know, in the midst of a working 
day. These allegations are false, 
motivated and baseless. 

"Pertinent to remember Ra-
mani and Wahab kept working 
with me even after these alleged 
incidents; clearly establishes 
they had no apprehension and 
discomfort."

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): Smarting 
from being dismissed as an old tape 
recorder blaring the same song in 
repeat, the Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
on Sunday retorted by saying that the 
People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
“repeatedly echoing their unity stand 
and firing lies after lies (sic)” was an 
indication of their “insecurity in han-
dling their partners and running the 
affair of the state.”

The opposition party issued a 
statement on Sunday claiming, “dis-
lodging any ruling government is 
the duty and prime requisite of any 
opposition party.” Therefore, the 
NPF argued, “to play the old tape 
recorder from new one is absolutely 
the discretion of NPF and it is not 
the business of the NDPP to bother 
about (sic).”

According to the party, it was 
‘natural’ for the NDPP to feel inse-
cure with their numbers (17) against 
the NPF’s 26 legislators since “at any 
point of time, the NPF may topple 
their PDA government.”

It alleged that the PDA govern-
ment was “made by a cheater in 
the person of Neiphiu Rio as the 
chief minister of Nagaland.” He was 
elected to the 12th NLA and as leader 
of NPF legislature party and installed 
as the chief minister, it stated. 

“…but insisted of contesting in 

the Lok Sabha poll 2014 by betraying 
his assembly constituency people 
whom they have elected him to be 
their representative. The NPF legis-
latures party, the NPF party and the 
DAN alliance have requested him not 
to go to Lok Sabha and continue as 
the chief minister but he refused and 
therefore, the NPF and the people of 
the state elected him to Lok Sabha 
according to his desire. 

“However, on his disappointment 
at New Delhi, he again cheated the 
Naga people and resigned from his 
seat and came for the state electoral 
battle. With the support of the BJP 
alliance, Rio was made the chief min-
ister of PDA government but from the 
day one till date, none of his commit-
ment made to the Naga people were 
attained,” it claimed.

It also accused Rio of committing 
“one of the biggest blunders in the 
entire history of the Naga people” by 
alleging that he had “sold away the 
legitimate right of the Nagas to be 
integrated under one administrative 
umbrella by rejecting in the National 
media and reducing to emotional 
integration, which reflect his concern 
for the Naga people.”

“Again, Rio cheated and fooling 
the Naga people that his PDA govern-
ment will not oppose the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill 2016 by stating that 

Article 371 (A) has given sufficient 
protection to the Naga people. The 
chief minister is either confused him-
self or intentionally fooling the Naga 
people that while passing the GST 
Bill in the floor of the august House, 
he stated, Nagas are protected and 
had nothing to worry about but GST 
does not exclude any classification of 
people in the country.

“Regarding the hue and cry by 
the NDPP in defending the NLA 
Speaker’s office, the NPF legislature 
have only asked for an appropriate 
time where the issues pertaining 
to the welfare of the Naga people is 
discussed. However, the PDA gov-
ernment is not willing to give even 
an hour to the opposition members 
for discussion hour but allotted only 
8 minutes in the recently concluded 
Assembly session. But if the PDA is 
feeling insecure to face for one hour 
discussion and scared of their mis-
deed to enter into the public domain, 
it is for the people to understand how 
stable and accountable the present 
PDA government is,” the statement 
read. 

The bottom line, it claimed was 
that “any fracture caused to the PDA 
government will be the creation of its 
own leader as the NPF is in no mood 
to lure away any members of the PDA 
as alleged by the NDPP.”

Nagarjan Bridge closed 
again; road cracked open 

Consumer group 
says DMC toll 
collection is illegal 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 14 
(EMN): A 28-year-old 
man succumbed to in-
juries sustained during 
a brawl at Mongsenbai 
Ward on the night of Oct. 
13, according to Mokokc-
hung police.

According to police 
officials, the brawl broke 
out among the youth 
of Mongsenbai ward at 
around 6 pm in which 
one youth, identified 
Temjenmongba, was 
beaten unconscious. He 
was taken to Imkongliba 
Memorial District Hos-
pital by his friends for 
medical aid, police said.

However, he suc-
cumbed to his injuries 
at around 11 pm on Sat-
urday night, it was in-
formed. In this connec-
tion, police have arrested 
one Bendangkokba, aged 
28. An FIR has been regis-
tered at Mokokchung Po-
lice Station II  and further 
investigation is on.

One dead in 
Mkg. brawl 

Punjab govt. to give 
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Union minister M J Akbar (L), who is facing allegations of sexual harassment by a 
number of women journalists, at his residence in New Delhi on Sunday.

Acharya seeks cooperative 
movement for Nagaland farmers 



WEATHER REPORT ( OCT. 14)
Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 28 21.2 21.5 91 5.8

KOHIMA 21.8 13 18.2 93 24.6

WOKHA 20.2 15.4 15.7 88 15.2

ZBT 21.4 13.4 17.3 92 36.4

MON 27.4 20 17.4 91 14

TUENSANG 19.2 17.2 17.4 91 20.1

MKG 23.4 16.2 16.3 80 14.4

PHEK 20 15.2 15.9 98 25.8

KIPHIRE 21 16 18.7 98 24.2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 21.5 15.5 19 100 40.8

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26.6 15.4 18.4 84 7.8

JALUKIE 21 13 19.4 86 43

MANGKOLEMBA 26 25 20.9 98 5.4

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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G Ikuto Zhimomi seen here along with resource persons and participants during the four-day integrated pest management training 
programme at the IETC, at Medziphema in Dimapur. 

Dr. Watila Jamir, vice principal of the IETC, addresses students during 
SASARD school’s week. The institution conducted its 24th annual 
school week coinciding with another event, the ‘campus sports 
meet,’ during October 8-13.

Officials, organisers and participants pose for a group photograph during a training programme about 
community seed banks that was conducted in Kohima during Oct. 9-11.  

Students of Peren Government College visited the Central Institute of Horticulture in Medziphema and a 
dragon fruit farm at Shitovi village on October 13. 

Health workers use carts to carry medical ‘logistics,’ in Athibung of Peren district. (Right) Personnel of the Assam Rifles and health workers 
trek to hard-to-reach areas Beisumpui Zangti and old Songsang villages, on October 9 in Athibung of Peren district.

Medziphema talks shop to weed out pest SASRD plays out the academics 
with annual school gala

Gorkha churches’ youth conference concludes

Durga Puja: 
NPF wishes for 
peace, unity  

Church to host fathers’ campKohima polytechnic throws ‘technical festival’ 

Peren students visit Horticulture institute 

AR takes career ideas to Phugoboto 

Farmers learn how to enhance traditional seed networks 

Measles: Peren health personnel trudge on 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
A four-day integrated pest 
management training pro-
gramme organised by the 
department of Agriculture 
was conducted during Oct. 
9-12. The event was con-
ducted at the Integrated 
Extension Training Centre 
(IETC) of Medziphema. 34 

trainees from districts and 
sub-divisions attended the 
training programme, the 
organisers of the event, 
IETC, informed in a press 
release.

Integrated pest man-
agement, also known as 
integrated pest control, is a 
broad-based approach that 

integrates practices for eco-
nomic control of pests. En-
tomologists and ecologists 
have urged the adoption of 
pest management and pest 
control since the 1970s. In-
tegrated pest management 
allows for what are gener-
ally considered safer pest 
control measures.

The introduction and 
spread of invasive species 
can also be managed with 
IPM by reducing risks while 
maximizing benefits and 
reducing costs.

The resource persons 
trained the participants 
in control measures, and 
educating them about ma-

jor pest and diseases on 
cereals, oilseeds, pulses, 
cucurbits, and how to con-
trol them. The trainees 
were also taken on a field 
trip to ‘release bio-agents,’ 
according to the press re-
lease. 

The resource persons 
were Hewoto Sema, district 
agriculture officer of Peren 
district; joint directors of 
Agriculture Jacob Yanthan, 
and K Renphamo Lotha; 
and Senezo Nienu, deputy 
director of agriculture.

During the valedictory 
function, the director of ag-
riculture G Ikuto Zhimomi 
highlighted integrated pest 
management and its con-
trol methods, and the ‘cul-
tural, physical, biological 
and chemical techniques’ 
involved. He said that the 
integrated pest manage-
ment aims to suppress pest 
population below the eco-
nomic injury level.

The trainees were given 
certificates at the conclu-
sion of the training pro-
gramme, the organisers 
added. Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN):  

The School of Agricultural 
Sciences and Rural Devel-
opment (SASRD) conduct-
ed its 24th annual school 
week coinciding with an-
other event, the ‘campus 
sports meet,’ during Oc-
tober 8-13. The institution 
conducted the event with 
the theme “education re-
defined,” the organisers 

stated in a press release. 
Thsuvisie Phoji, addition-
al deputy commissioner 
of Medziphema, was the 
special guest of the pro-
gramme. 

In his address dur-
ing the event, Thsuvise 
Phoji said that the school 
week’s activities during the 
school’s event comprise 
not only physical activities 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN):The Association 
of Gorkha Baptist Churches Nagaland (AG-
BCN) conducted a three-day biennial youth 
conference at Chumukedima town hall from 
Oct. 12 to the 14th. The event was conducted 
based on the theme ‘In step with the Word 
of God.’ The programme was hosted by the 
Nepali Baptist Church of Chumukedima.

According to a press release from the 
publicity cell on Sunday, the conference was 
organised with objective to inspire, enrich, 
and motivate Christian Gorkha youths un-
der AGBCN spiritually and physically. The 
main speakers of the conference were Rev. 
Mathias Subba, director of Himalayan Evan-

gelical Fellowship Kalimpong, Darjeeling 
and Rev. Ranjit Kunwar, founder of Living 
Church Kathmandu, Nepal.

During the conference, youths were en-
couraged to have the spirit and passion for 
dignity of labour. The updates mentioned 
that the conference included praise and 
worship, exhibition of Gorkhas Culture, 
battle of bands, and cultural dance com-
petition. 

The press release added that the youth 
secretary of AGBCN, Shishir Lama encour-
aged the youths to stand firm in their com-
mitment until the next youth conference 
in 2020.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The minority wing of the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF)   
wishes the people unity and 
peace as the Hindu commu-
nity in Nagaland celebrate 
Durga Puja. The NPF unit is-
sued a message on October 
14.  ‘The NPF minority wing 
extends warm greetings to 
one and all on the auspi-
cious occasion of Durga 
Puja, with a prayer to com-
memorate in a spirit of uni-
ty, harmony and peace,’ the 
message read.  According to 
Hindu traditions, the Durga 
Puja festival marks the bat-
tle of Hindu goddess Durga 
with evil, and celebrates her 
emerging victorious. 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Under the aegis of the  
Chakhesang Baptist Church 
of Ministers’ Hill, Kohima 
(CBCMHK) a three-day fa-
thers’ camp will be conduct-
ed from October 17 to the 
19th at the Nagaland Police 
Baptist Church Association 
(NPBCA) mission centre, in 
Chumukedima. The event 
is to be conducted based on 
the theme “Choose life so 
that you and your children 
may live.” 

According to a press re-
lease issued by the media 
committee of the camp, Rev. 

Dr. Vevo Pheasao, senior pas-
tor of CBCMHK; Rev. Wepre 
Mero, pastor of CBCMHK; 
Dr. Adela Meo, administrator 
of Rainbow Academy Re-
source Centre in Dimapur; 
Vimeno Lasetso, associate 
professor of Eastern Theo-
logical College, Jorhat; and 
Husazu Epao, principal of 
patkai christian college, Chu-
mukedima will be the panel 
of speakers during the camp.

The press note in-
formed that the three-day 
programme would include 
Bible study, gospel worship 
service, interactive session.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN):The government 
polytechnic of Kohima (GPK) conducted 
its first ever ‘technical festival,’ on Octo-
ber 13 at the GPK’s campus in Kohima. 

A press note from the polytechnic 
establishment on Sunday informed 
that the festival was sponsored by BMG 
Informatics, K&K motors, Petros Dance 
Studio with Black Out Printers as the 

print partner, Seven Sound Studios as 
the sound partner, and Tummy’s Delight 
as the caterer. 

The updates informed that the gam-
ing events of PUBG and DODA were won 
by St. Joseph’s College Jakhama, while 
Kohima Science College won the first 
prize in extempore speech, quiz, and 
photography   competitions. 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
A three-day training pro-
gramme teaching about 
enhancing community 
seed banks was conduct-
ed in Kohima during Oct. 
9-11. The programme was 
a collaborative event of 
the German development 
agency, the Deutsche Ges-
ellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), 
and the department of Ag-
riculture, and nongovern-
mental agency North East 
Network. 

Farmers from Kohima, 
Mokokchung, Tuensang, 
Wokha, and Zunheboto 
attended the training, the 
organisers informed. The 
training was moderated 
by members of the North 
East Network. The resource 
persons for the training 
were Wekoweu Tsuhah, 
and Stephen Gangmei, 
a press release from an 
agency called Climate 
Change Adaptation-North 
Eastern Region (CCA-NER) 
informed on Sunday. 

The press release read: 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The measles-rubella vac-
cination campaign in Peren 
district is trucking through 
some unlikely places, and 
the work appears quite a 
handful including having 
to convince some people 
in areas that the authorities 
called ‘resistant to vaccina-
tion.’

According to updates 
from the district’s health au-
thorities, a good number of 
nongovernmental organi-
sations and government 
agencies, including the se-
curity forces, are engaged in 
the vaccination campaign. 

“The campaign has 
been on the run” the es-
tablishment of Peren’s chief 
medical officer stated in a 
press release that was is-
sued to the media on Sun-
day.  The workforce includes 
personnel from the chief 
medical officer, and the 
administration and depart-
ments. “Sensitization” and 
training programmes have 
been conducted for medi-
cal officers, vaccinators, 
and health workers, besides 
members of schools and 
church leaders, the estab-

but also the intellectual 
aspects. During the event, 
each one of the partici-
pants should test the limits 
of their physical and men-
tal abilities but it should be 
with discipline, sportsman-
ship and ‘utmost coordina-
tion with teammates,’ the 
press release quoted him as 
having said. It is the spirit of 
oneness and not winning 
that is true victory, he told 
them. He appreciated the 
cultural diversity of the col-
lege and urged the students 
to cherish the years they 
spend in the campus.

In his welcome address, 
Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof. T 
Lanusosang called games 
and sports a part and parcel 
of life. He said that partici-
pation was more important 
than winning. He urged all 
the students to keep a bal-
ance between academics 
and extra-curricular ac-
tivities as learning involve 
both mental and physical 
activities.  For the games, 
the students were divided 
into four houses.

To commemorate the 
yearlong silver jubilee cel-
ebrations of Nagaland Uni-
versity, the campus sports 
event was incorporated 
with the school’s week, dur-
ing which the university’s 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff competed against the 
students.

lishment stated.
 “Intensive awareness 

program has been car-
ried out in all the schools, 
churches, villages and 
towns reaching out to the 
schools principals, church 
leaders, village councils’ 
members and ward chair-
man. Parent’s teachers 
meeting, mothers meeting, 
health units’ staff meeting 

is being conducted and is 
ongoing,” the press release 
stated. 

Further, according to 
the district, there are certain 
areas where ‘resistance to-
wards vaccination is found.’ 
Due to this, the updates 
informed, “exclusive and 
intensive, one on one meet-
ings is being conducted to 
reach out to them.”

“It’s a major task to reach 
out to each and every child 
from 9 months-15 years 
and thus it’s important that 
all communities especially 
parents come forward and 
make it a point to vaccinate 
their children for a healthy 
and better future.”  

The security forces are 
in the campaign too. “Since 
the start of the campaign, 

the Assam Rifles in Peren 
district has been at its best 
helping out in every pos-
sible way they could. 

The work force team 
under Peren district is work-
ing relentlessly and tire-
lessly and thus call upon the 
public in general for their 
support for the success of 
the campaign,” the updates 
added.

“The purpose of the train-
ing was to revive or en-
hance traditional social 
seed networks through 
women led community 
seed banks. This will help 
in enhancing the tradi-
tional knowledge on seed 
management as well. The 
training focussed on un-
derstanding local food and 

agriculture systems, local 
seed saving and sharing 
practices and operational 
aspects of setting up com-
munity seed banks. The 
trainees also visited the 
women led community 
seed bank established at 
Chizami village, Phek dis-
trict and interacted with 
the women seed guard-

ians.”
Sütsüngsola, a farmer 

from Mokokchung district, 
was said to have comment-
ed that she was happy to 
find one of the millet seed 
varieties which was said 
to have been lost in her 
village. She found the seed 
at the community seed 
bank (CSB) of Chizami. She 

was excited to get the seed 
for sowing, the organisers 
stated.

An orientation pro-
gramme on community 
seed bank was also held on 
Oct. 12 for agriculture field 
functionaries, the organis-
ers said. The programme 
was conducted with the 
objective to orient the par-
ticipants on the concept 
of community seed bank, 
which would enable them 
to “facilitate the farming 
communities in setting up 
community seed banks.

During the event, a 
joint director of the de-
partment of Agriculture, S 
Kivikhu Achumi, encour-
aged the trainees to work 
together with the farmers 
in identifying indigenous 
seeds which exhibit the 
special qualities of drought 
resistance, pest and disease 
resistance, and are high 
yielding, and aromatic. The 
participants were urged to 
conserve them in order to 
adapt to climate variability, 
the updates added.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): Students of Peren 
Government College (PGC) enrolled in 
a short-term vocational course in Hor-
ticulture undertook a trip to the Central 
Institute of Horticulture in Medziphema 
and a dragon fruit farm at Shitovi village 
on October 13. 

According to a press release from the 
media cell of PGC, the owner of the fruit 
farm, Lucy, interacted with the students and 

encouraged them to venture into modern 
farming as it has great potential in Nagaland. 
She urged the students not to depend on the 
government for employment but undertake 
small enterprises which would eventually 
bring great dividends. 

The updates informed that the students 
were accompanied by the principal of PGC, 
Dr. Katoni Jakhalu, assistant professor, An-
drew, and course tutor of PGC, Machi.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN):  
The Tseminyu post of the 
28th Assam Rifles conduct-
ed a career guidance pro-
gramme on the topic of skill 
development, at Phugoboto 
Mission English School in 
Phugoboto on Oct. 13.  Eight 
teachers, 40 students and 
ten members of the public 
attended the programme, 
updates from the security 
forces informed on Sunday.

During the event, in-
formation about various 
schemes and employment 

avenues for young people 
were discussed and shared 
for publicity among stu-
dents and the local popula-
tion, it was informed.  

The Assam Rifles has 
been conducting various so-
cio-economic programmes 
in various districts of Na-
galand with an aim to uplift 
the society through aware-
ness programmes about 
schemes and social projects 
being implemented by the 
government of Nagaland, 
the security forces stated. 

“Being deployed in 
remote and inaccessible 
areas of the state, Assam 
Rifles started the initiative 
of bringing governance to 
each and every doorsteps 
of the rural poor popu-
lace who, due to commu-
nication gap and distance 
from the district HQ are 
not able to keep tab with 
the progress and socio-
economic initiatives being 
undertaken by the state 
government,” the security 
forces stated. 
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Neiphiu Rio, seated third-left; and Jacob Zhimomi, seated extreme left; and members of the Nagaland State VDB Secretaries Association, in 
Kohima on Oct. 10.

(File photo) A woman sells green produce at a market shed in Meluri, Nagaland. Women in the rural 
areas of Nagaland remain the backbone of the regional economy yet their presence in the greater socio-
political scheme of the Naga community remains questionable. 
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The heart of rural Nagaland: 
Women run the show unheard

State achieves 
53 % of measles 
vaccination coverage 

Rural livelihood project 
launched for Bhandari 

Assam Rifles host career event  ‘Work for villagers’ interest which is rural development’
CM meets with VDB leaders

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 14: Rural 
women in Nagaland make 
up a very important part 
of the economic and social 
lives of many especially in 
the regional outskirts of the 
state. Yet, Naga womenfolk 
still lag socio-economically 
and lack presence in the 
larger polity of community 
and state. 

This also means that 
the contribution of rural 
women to the state is lim-
ited not by themselves but 
by external factors that limit 
them; their potential does 
not get utilised to its full, 
thus contributing to a gap in 
development of their lives. 

On October 15, the Unit-
ed Nations commemorates 
the International Day of Ru-
ral Women, with the theme 
“Sustainable infrastructure, 
services and social protec-
tion for gender equality and 
the empowerment of rural 
women and girls.” 

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror, Prof. Alongla Aier from 
Oriental Theological Semi-
nary and an active player 
in the empowerment of 
women, acknowledged the 
condition of rural women 
in Nagaland. She said that 
while the situation was go-
ing in a positive direction, 
encouragement for rural 
women is very important.

“It does not have to do 
with individuals but mostly 
with organisations, self help 
groups and women groups 
that can take women in Na-
galand far,” Aier said. 

Aier cited the example 
of women of Chizami vil-
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footprints of tomorrow

lage in Phek district spear-
heading women’s rights 
and promoting sustainable 
farming. “Chizami Village is 
doing some amazing things 
by community building 
and mobilizing to empower 
women,” Aier said. 

Positive results will be 
visible with the right en-
couragement and linkage, 
Aier said. She maintained 
that good role models for 
rural girls and women are 
important by which they 
can bring communities to-
gether and create a network 
for women in the rural ar-
eas. 

“There was a social stig-
ma and embarrassment 
in the previous years for 
women to be selling veg-
etables on the roadsides but 

now after seeing the positive 
benefits and the income 
generated from a few, the 
womenfolk are bridging the 
gap,” Aier said. 

When asked what can 
be done to enhance the 
condition of rural women 
in the state, Aier said that 
there should be capacity 
building, information gen-
eration; and sensitization 
of how there can be a steady 
flow of income etc., and 
that it should come from 
nongovernmental organi-
sations, besides the state’s 
government. 

Despite progress in 
some aspects, gender ine-
quality still seems persistent 
in some communities in the 
Naga society, but the pro-
fessor feels otherwise. She 

said women are no longer 
fighting for equality except 
to meet necessity for family 
and overcome the pressures 
of sustaining themselves 
without the help of men. 

“There’s a new sense of 
respect from men towards 
the women now when they 
see that women are doing 
well without bringing tradi-
tional and cultural issues,” 
she said. She called it a posi-
tive direction in the society. 

An article titled ‘Equal-
ity as tradition: women’s 
role in Naga society,’ by UA 
Shimray, states that “in the 
classless, casteless Naga 
society, women have tra-
ditionally enjoyed a high 
social position, with a piv-
otal role in both family 
and community affairs. In 

the ‘modern’ milieu, with 
the insidious influence of 
drugs and violence, Naga 
women’s organisations have 
taken the lead in forming 
social movements for peace 
and revitalising customary 
laws.”

Amba Jamir, an inde-
pendent policy analyst and 
development advisor told 
Eastern Mirror that for too 
long men and policy mak-
ers at all levels, including 
villages and “experts” have 
been responding and mak-
ing decisions for women 
when asked what can be 
done to for sustainability of 
rural women in Nagaland. 

“We need to engage 
with them, identify their so-
cial drivers and build upon 
the social capitals that need 
to be further developed and 
strengthened,” Jamir said 
asserting that the ques-
tions need to be asked to the 
womenfolk. 

Jamir also made known 
that social protection and 
income security has to be si-
multaneously addressed as 
one builds upon the other. 

In Kiphire, the district 
administration and the de-
partment of food and civil 
supplies brought the Prad-
han Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
where clean cooking LPG 
fuel connection is made ac-
cessible. This has not only 
safeguarded their health 
but has also saved time for 
household work. 

According to reports, 
the villages are saving ap-
proximately 10,000 stand-
ing trees a month covering 
an area of approximately 

16,000 sq km in the district 
which has also saved time 
for the women in regard to 
spending countless hours 
collecting firewood.

The United Nations 
(UN) in its third millennium 
development goals (MDG) 
aimed to promote gender 
equality in girls and em-
power women by 2015. The 
sustainable development 
goals (SDG) replaced them 
in 2016 that was adopted by 
world leaders and achieve 
them by 2030.  

While most women 
in rural Nagaland sustain 
themselves on agriculture, 
the UN Women in its web-
site informs that small-
holder agriculture produces 
nearly 80 per cent of food 
in Asia and sub-Saharan 
Africa and supports the live-
lihoods of some 2.5 billion 
people. ‘Women farmers 
may be as productive and 
enterprising as their male 
counterparts, but are less 
able to access land, credit, 
agricultural inputs, markets 
and high-value agriculture 
food chains and obtain 
lower prices for their crops.’

The United Nations 
reports that rural women 
make up 43% of the ag-
ricultural labour force in 
developing countries, with 
little or no social protection 
or income security. 

In 2018 alone, 124 coun-
tries are expected to be cut-
ting their budgets, eroding 
social protection measures 
and essential services on 
which so many rural wom-
en and girls depend, reports 
UN Women.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
With the launch of the mea-
sles and rubella vaccina-
tion campaign (MRVC) on 
October 3, Nagaland has 
achieved 53.18% as on Oc-
tober 13. As per directive of 
the health and family wel-
fare department every child 
between the age of nine 
month to 15 years should 
be vaccinated against the 
diseases. 

A press release issued by 
Dr. Atoshe Sema, State Im-
munisation Officer, stated 
that the department could 
achieve 53.18% vaccina-
tions against measles and 
rubella among children on 
day-10 since the launching 
of the campaign.

In this regards, the de-
partment of health and 
family welfare expressed 
gratitude to the administra-
tion, districts officials and 
frontline health workers at 
all levels for their tireless 
efforts towards achieving 
53.18% coverage.

The department also 
thanked all schools, village 
councils, civil organisations 
and the public for their trust 
and co-operation in ena-
bling successful vaccination 
of 2,49,577 children against 
the deadly measles and 
rubella diseases through a 
total of 2,374 school and 659 
outreach sessions all over 
Nagaland as per reports 

received on October 12.

Wokha 
Joining in the state-wide 
health campaign, the mea-
sles-rubella vaccination 
campaign, the 28th battal-
ion of the Assam Rifles also 
hosted a vaccination camp 
at the Assam Rifles Middle 
School in Wokha on Oct. 
12. The camp was inaugu-
rated by the principal of 
the school, Mallika Borah, 
updates from the AR stated 
in a press statement. 

116 children were been 
vaccinated during the 
event. A team of officials 
from the district immuniza-
tion department, compris-
ing two doctors and three 
nurses administered the 
vaccines to the children. 
The regimental medical 
officer of the 28th Assam 
Rifles along with a medical 
team participated in the 
programme. 

There were interactions 
during the sidelines of the 
programme. The district 
immunization officials ed-
ucate the local populace 
about the importance of 
vaccination. Children be-
tween the ages nine months 
and 15 years were vacci-
nated during the camp.

The district immuniza-
tions authority of Wokha 
issued a 100 % compliance 
certificate to the school, the 
AR stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Ru-
ral Livelihood Mission 
(NSRLM) was launched 
by extra additional com-
missioner of Bhandari, Su-
lanthung Khenchung, on 
October 13 at Bhandari in 
Wokha district. 

Updates about the event 
stated that Khenchung en-
couraged the village func-
tionaries to make a ‘cleaner 
village administration by 
adopting inclusive policies.’ 
He urged them to avail the 
opportunities provided by 

the government ‘instead of 
misusing it especially with 
regard to loan and repay-
ment,’ the updates said.

A l s o,  T h u n g b e m o 
Lotha, block development 
officer, urged the village 
functionaries to cooper-
ate with the government 
in order to implement the 
mission successfully. Un-
like other programmes, the 
NSRLM will work inten-
sively to alleviate the condi-
tion of the rural poor with 
special emphasis on the 
womenfolk, he said.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The Phek battalion of the 
Assam Rifles hosted a ca-
reer discourse about a ca-
reer in the security forces, 
at the government high 
school of Ziphu village in 
Phek district on Oct. 13.  
Updates on Sunday in-
formed that the event was 
to spread publicity about 

the various entry options in 
the security forces. Empha-
sis was given on prepara-
tion techniques and study 
materials required for com-
petitive exams like the Na-
tional Defence Academy, 
technical entry scheme; 
physical criteria, and edu-
cational qualifications, the 
updates stated.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The chief minister of Naga-
land has urged village devel-
opment members to work 
for the interest of villagers, 
which he reminded, was 
development of villages. 
He assured that the govern-
ment shall be putting in 
more impetus in the state’s 
rural development agency. 

Members of the Naga-
land State VDB Secretaries’ 
Association called on Naga-
land Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on October 10 at his of-
fice at the Civil Secretariat in 
Kohima town. The associa-
tion issued a press release 
on Sunday informing about 
the meeting. 

According to the press 
release, Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio encouraged 
the association to work for 
the interest of villagers; the 
interest of the villagers is all 
round development of vil-
lages. The chief minister as-
sured the VDB team that the 
state’s government will give 
more impetus in the depart-
ment of Rural Development 
to develop the villages.

Jacob Zhimomi, the 
minister for PHED was also 
present in the meeting, the 
group stated. The VDB as-
sociation expressed appre-
ciation to the chief minis-
ter and the government of 
Nagaland for conducting 
a conference for VDB Sec-
retaries and village council 
chairmen on April 18 2018 
in Kohima “wherein gov-
ernment released a grant-
in-aid fund of rupees 185 
crores besides presenting a 
tractor each to the best per-
forming VDB of all eleven 
districts of the state.” 

The association’s mem-
bers are understood to have 
said during the meeting that 

the direct benefit transfer 
for Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGN-
REGS) job card holders was 
a big achievement on the 
part of the government, 

and that the facility would 
bring maximum benefit to 
villagers. 

The association stated 
further that the Supreme 
Court of India had ruled 
Aadhaar cards to be not 

mandatory for individuals 
to open bank accounts. The 
VDB has urged all the MGN-
REGS job card holders to 
open bank accounts without 
further delay and avail direct 
benefits from the scheme. 



Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
With reference to the rep-
resentation served to Un-
ion Minister of State for 
Tribal Affair, Government 
of India, Jaswanthsinh 
Bhabor, regarding inclu-
sion of Meetei in the list of 
Scheduled Tribe, the Pan 
Meetei Convention (PMC) 
on Sunday listed their po-
sition and sought support 
from the hill people.

In a letter addressed to 
the United Naga Council, 
Zomi Council, and Hmar 
Inpui, the PMC said the 
Meetei community con-
sist of seven clans or “Salai 
Taret” – Khuman, Luwang, 
Mangang, Angom, Moirang, 
Kha-nganba and Salang-
Leishangthem. 

“According to Meetei 
mythology the seven Salai 
are the seven sons of Pa-

khangba, the son of God, 
Atiya Maru Sidaba. Accord-
ingly the seven sons became 
the progenitors of the seven 
clans or the Salai Taret, who 
formed the Meetei some 
thousands of years before 
the birth of Jesus Christ,” it 
stated.

A statement issued by 
PMC President Heigrujam 
Nabashyam and General 
Secretary Hijam Rajen stat-
ed that after the independ-
ence, the list of different 
tribal groups was prepared 
by the concerned authority 
of the Indian government 
to enlist them in the Sched-
uled Tribe list of the Indian 
Constitution.

“All the indigenous 
groups of the Northeast 
were included except may-
be the indigenous Meetei 
people. The reason was, the 

Meetei were Hindu converts 
and the then Meitei leaders 
claimed that the Meetei 
were the descendants of 
Brabubahon son of Arjuna 
of the Pandava of the Hin-
du epic the Mahabharatta. 
That was a travesty of the 
fact of Meetei being Hindu 
converts,” it stated.

“Since 2012, STDCM 
(Scheduled Tribe Demand 
Committee Manipur), on 
behalf of the Meitei people 
has asked the Government 
of India to rectify the wrong 
that it had committed 
against the Meetei people 
by leaving them out of the 
ST list six decades ago. Now 
the STDCM demands to 
put the indigenous Meitei 
people in its rightful place 
in the list of scheduled tribe 
of the Constitution, without 
further delay. The demand 

is genuine by all measures,” 
the letter read.

The PMC also quoted 
the representation to the 
Union Minister, “until and 
unless proper Constitution-
al protection with special 
administrative provisions 
specifically and exclusively 
for the currently recognized 
34 hill tribes of Manipur are 
put in place and their im-
plementation without any 
outside interference a man-
datory requirement, the 
Meitei ST demand should 
not be further entertained 
so as to avoid a disoriented, 
highly volatile and destruc-
tive state of relationship 
and existence between the 
hill tribes and the Meitei/
Meetei”.

While extending their 
appreciation to the coun-
cils, the PMC assured full 

cooperation in the fight to 
protect the interests of the 
three bodies’ share in the 
state government job, edu-
cation and land, because 
we do not mean any ill will 
against any of our neigh-
bours.

“We believe that the 
state can also make rel-
evant laws in matters of 
job and education by the 
state assembly as it is done 
in the neighbouring state 
of Nagaland. Perhaps, to-
gether we may ask the state 
to make specific land laws 
to protect both the hill and 
the valley people,” the PMC 
stated. Further, the organ-
isation said “we want to 
protect the little area of the 
valley of 700 square miles 
which is the only natural 
habitat of the Meitei people 
on this planet.”

Guwahati, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
The Gauhati High Court has 
issued notices to the Assam 
government and police over 
an alleged conspiracy to 
suspend a deputy superin-
tendent of police.

Accepting a writ petition 
filed by Nagaon Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
Sabita Das, who was placed 
under suspension for alleg-
edly asking for a bribe, the 
high court issued notices to 
eight parties Friday.

The court of Justice 
Manash Ranjan Pathak is-
sued notices to the Assam 
government, home sec-
retary, home and political 
secretary, director general 
of police, additional DGP 
(administration), additional 
DGP (law and order), Na-
gaon superintendent of 
police and Nagaon Sadar 
police station officer-in-
charge. The petition by Das 
was filed on October 9 and 
was accepted three days lat-
er. The next date for hearing 
was fixed on November 24.

Das claimed in the peti-
tion that “she is a victim of 
departmental rivalry and 
the whole alleged com-
plaint is an outcome of the 
intolerant attitude shown 
by the petitioner towards 
illegal activities of some of 
her subordinate officers, 
who are the blue-eyed boys 
of some of her superior of-
ficers”.

“The petitioner (Das) 
has every reason to believe 
that the complaint filed 
against her and the subse-
quent departmental inquiry 
is an outcome of the con-
spiracy done by some of the 
officials of her department,” 
the writ petition said.

Das alleged the whole 
procedure of conducting 
the inquiry against her, 
based on which the sus-
pension order was issued, 
was “arbitrary and adopted 

with malafide intention”, 
making it liable for setting 
aside and quashing.“The 
petitioner through her in-
quiry reports...has raised 
question over the nexus 
of some of the police of-
ficials with criminals and 
also about undisciplined 
behaviour of some of her 
subordinate officers, but 
till date no action has been 
taken against those police 
officers,” Das alleged.

The suspended DSP 
also claimed in the petition 
that she has not received 
any subsistence allowance 
till date, making it difficult 
for her to survive.

When she had enquired 
about it, the Nagaon SP 
informed “as the order of 
suspension did not contain 
anything about payment 
of subsistence allowances, 
hence it cannot be paid to 
her, which is illegal, arbi-
trary and not sustainable 
in law”, it said. The incident 
took place on the midnight 
of August 31, when Das 
picked up four youths for 
allegedly consuming alco-
hol inside a car in Nagaon 
city. The youths could not 
produce any documents for 
the car or identity proofs.

They were handed over 
to the Nagaon Sadar Police 
Station for further action as 
per law and were released 
next afternoon after rou-
tine paperwork. However, 
on September 3, one of the 
four, Sourabh Hazarika, 
claimed that a home guard 
Jyoti Khound had allegedly 
sought a bribe of Rs 40,000 
on behalf of Das and filed a 
complaint before the DGP.

A departmental enquiry 
was conducted by addi-
tional DGP (administration) 
against Das and the report 
was submitted on Septem-
ber 7, following which she 
was placed under suspen-
sion on September 17.

Imphal, Oct. 14 (PTI): Three university 
bodies in Manipur on Sunday con-
demned the alleged handcuffing of a 
jailed university professor while being 
taken to a hospital, a press release said.

The Joint Action Committee of the 
MUSU, MUSA and MUTA at an emer-
gency meeting considered the action 
as an “insulting treatment of mem-
bers of the university community,” 
the press release issued by Manipur 
University Students Union, Manipur 
University Teachers Association and 
Manipur University Staffs Association 
said.

They also demanded immediate 
release of the 15 jailed students and 
teachers of the varsity.

Police confirmed that the profes-
sor had been handcuffed and rules 
were observed in this case.

“Irrespective of charges, an ac-
cused is handcuffed while being taken 
to a hospital,” a police official said on 
condition of anonymity.

A MUSU office bearer said that 
Prof. Dorendrajit was handcuffed 
while being taken to Regional Institute 
of Medical Sciences (RIIMS) on Octo-
ber 11 and the academician’s wife had 
brought it to their notice.

The professor had been taken 
to RIIMS after his health condition 
turned serious following complica-

tions from diabetes, the MUSU office 
bearer said.

The 15 people have been lodged in 
jail on the basis of an FIR registered on 
September 20 by the then acting vice-
chancellor Prof. K Yugindro Singh, 
senior police officials said.

The then acting VC’s FIR trig-
gered a massive raid on the hostels 
and residential quarters located 
within the varsity, on September 21 
midnight followed by condemnation 
and counter-reactions from students 
bodies.

In another related development, 
the National Human Rights Commis-
sion, has asked concerned authorities, 
to submit a detailed report on the raid 
after a case was filed by human rights 
activist Henri Tiphagne.

The letter, a copy of which is availa-
ble with PTI, also said that if a detailed 
report is not furnished within a month, 
the Commission shall be constrained 
to invoke coercive process under Sec-
tion 13 of the Protection of Human 
Rights Act 1993, for personal appear-
ance of the concerned authority.

The university impasse began on 
May 30 after the MUSU took up agita-
tion against then VC A P Pandey and 
was later supported by MUTA and 
MUSA.

The 85-day-long agitation was, 

however, suspended after an agree-
ment was reached among the Union 
HRD ministry, the state government 
and the university on August 16 and 
normalcy had returned for a while. 
However, it was cut short after Pandey 
on October 1, assumed office and 
banned MUTA and MUSA, aggravat-
ing the situation once again.

On September 21, when K Yugin-
dro Singh went to the university, he 
was allegedly gheraoed by students 
and teachers who allegedly forced 
him to sign a letter. Following this, he 
lodged an FIR with the police.

The police conducted a midnight 
raid on September 21 during which 89 
students and teachers were arrested. 
Fifteen of them are still behind bars 
and the agitators have been demand-
ing their release.

The Manipur High Court on 
Thursday suspended the acting vice-
chancellor and registrar of Manipur 
University and appointed a new ad-
ministrator in an effort to bring nor-
malcy to the varsity, which has been 
on the boil since May 30.

Former state chief secretary Jar-
nail Singh has been appointed as the 
administrator who will discharge the 
duties of vice-chancellor (VC) as per 
the provisions of the Manipur Univer-
sity Act 2005.

Guwahati, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
A Summary General Court 
Martial (SGCM) of the In-
dian Army has convicted 
seven personnel, includ-
ing a Major General, in a 
24-year-old fake encounter 
case, sentencing them to life 
in prison.

Sources in an Indian 
Army unit based in Dibru-
garh confirmed this on Sun-
day and said that Major 
General A.K. Lal, Colonel 
Thomas Mathew, Colo-
nel R.S. Sibiren, Captain 
Dilip Singh, Captain Jag-
deo Singh, Naik Albindar 
Singh and Naik Shivendar 
Singh have been awarded 
life imprisonment for their 
involvement in a fake en-
counter case in Assam’s 
Tinsukia district dating back 
to 1994.

Former Assam Minis-
ter and BJP leader Jagad-
ish Bhuyan said that nine 
youths were picked up by 
the Army from different 
areas of Tinsukia district on 
February 18, 1994 on suspi-
cion that they were involved 
in the killing of a top tea 

garden executive.
The soldiers killed five of 

the youths in a fake encoun-
ter, branding them as ULFA 
militants a few days after 
the incident, while releasing 
the other four.

Bhuyan had filed a Ha-
beas Corpus petition in 
the Gauhati High Court on 
February 22 the same year, 
seeking the whereabouts of 
the youths. The High court 
asked the Indian Army to 
produce the nine AASU 
(All Assam Students Union) 
leaders at the nearest police 
station. The Army produced 
five bodies at the Dholla 
Police Station.

The court martial proc-
ess began on July 16 this 
year and concluded on July 
27. The quantum of punish-
ment was pronounced on 
Saturday, sources in the In-
dian Army said on Sunday.

Bhuyan expressed hap-
piness over the verdict. “I 
strongly believe in our judi-
cial system, democracy and 
discipline and neutrality 
of the Indian Army,” said 
Bhuyan.

Aizawl, Oct. 14 (PTI): The 
ruling Congress in Mizoram 
has been facing problems 
in selecting candidates in 
autonomous council areas 
for the 40-member state As-
sembly elections on No-
vember 28, party sources 
said.

Mizoram Chief Min-
ister Lal Thanhawla, who 
is also Mizoram Pradesh 
Committee (MPCC) presi-
dent,  had announced 
names of 36 candidates on 
Thursday, while the deci-
sion of the names within 
the three autonomous dis-
tricts has been left to the 
respective district commit-

tees, only the Lai Autono-
mous District Congress 
Committee has submitted 
two names.

The selection of Con-
gress nominees in the Mara 
Autonomous District Coun-
cil (MADC) took a turn with 
majority of members of 
the council are supporting 
another person over As-
sembly speaker Hiphei (82), 
who was recommended by 
the nomination board of 
the council committee, the 
sources said.

In a letter submitted 
to the state PCC chief, the 
members of district council 
said that 11 council mem-

bers within Palak Assembly 
constituency were asked to 
make recommendations 
on candidate and six mem-
bers supported K Riachho, 
a retired IAS officer, while 
Hiphei was supported by 
only three members and 
two members expressed 
support to two other per-
sons.

The supporters of Ria-
chho submitted a repre-
sentation to Lal Thanhawla 
expressing dismay at the 
decision of the Mara Au-
tonomous District Council 
committe (MADCC) nomi-
nation board and asked the 
latter to ignore its recom-

mendations.
“The members of the 

council and the people of 
the constituency would not 
be responsible if Hiphei is 
the Congress nominee of 
the MPCC from Palak seat 
and loses in the polls,” the 
letter said.

A Congress legislature 
party meeting held at the 
official residence of the 
chief executive member N 
Zakhai in Siaha town Satur-
day decided that the deci-
sion made by the MADCC 
nomination board should 
be final and the MPCC chief 
Lal Thanhawla should make 
decision based on its rec-

ommendations.
A letter sent to Lal 

Thanhawla said that the 
state PCC chief should not 
make any consideration 
based on external sugges-
tions made by signature 
campaign by some people.

Meanwhile, the state 
PCC said that the names 
of the two candidates to 
represent Chakma-dom-
inated areas were yet to 
be announced as the rul-
ing party “respected” the 
appeals made by the civil 
society.

The civil society, un-
der the umbrella of NGO 
Coordination Committee, 

has appealed to all major 
political parties not to field 
any candidates belonging to 
the Chakma community in 
the two Chakma dominated 
seats - Tuichawng and West 
Tuipui.

Though major political 
parties agreed in princi-
ple to abide by the appeals 
made by the civil society, 
the main contenders - the 
Congress and the MNF ex-
pressed doubt that other 
party might disobey the 
diktat of the NGOs by field-
ing candidates belonging to 
the Chakma community on 
the eleventh hour ensuring 
victory in two seats.

4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, October 15, 2018

ST status: Meeteis seek support from hill people

Gauhati HC issues notices to 
Assam govt. police over Nagaon

University bodies condemn 
handcuffing of jailed Manipur professor

Major gen. among 7 given 
life sentence by Army court

Mizoram: Cong. faces problem in selecting nominees in autonomous areas

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1967SUD0KU 1807
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Sleeveless garments like cloaks
 6. Thorax
 11. Bars
 13. French for “Flag”
 15. Continuing forever
 16. Antennae
 17. Anagram of “Wan”
 18. Quip
 20. A leguminous plant
 21. Wizard
 23. Mettle
 24. Yearn
 25. Sleighs
 27. Dance step
 28. One’s strong point
 29. Lambskin
 31. Proven information
 32. A square on the American 

Monopoly board
 34. Stubborn
 36. Refuse to stop
 39. Lane
 40. Trendy (in fashion or style)
 41. Go inside
 43. Friends
 44. Passageway
 46. Part of a chromosome
 47. Consumed
 48. Garble
 50. Another name for aspirin
 51. An enclosure for a car
 53. Added milk to coffee
 55. Operates
 56. Cores of grain
 57. Written on a typewriter
 58. Father 
 
 DOWN
 1. Narrow elevated pathway
 2. One who retaliates
 3. For every
 4. Sea eagle
 5. Breaks
 6. A squeaking sound

 7. Hurt or damage
 8. Prefix indicating “Upon”
 9. Harbor
 10. Natural skills
 11. Cooperative units
 12. Cinderella’s was glass
 13. Repairs by sewing
 14. Accepted practice
 19. Sentry station
 22. Consumables
 24. Fastening with a lock

 26. Filled with smoke
 28. Not true
 30. Month after April
 31. Not near
 33. Marriage
 34. Completely obvious
 35. Hypersensitive reaction
 37. Cooked in hot water 

vapor
 38. In a nervous or anxious 

manner

 39. With rapid movements
 40. Fogs
 42. Absorbs written material
 44. Broadcasted
 45. Strayed
 48. Chief magistrate of 

Venice and Genoa
 49. Prefix indicating 1 

trillion
 52. Soft food
 54. Also

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1806

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1966

With Durga Puja round the corner, people throng bazaar in Guwahati on Oct. 14.

Welcoming celebration
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RBI sticks to October 15 
deadline for data localisation

Expect three more quarters of 
losses for telecom industry — COAI

Govt. may give INR 2,500 
cr. bank guarantee for 
state-owned firm STC

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
The RBI will not relax the 
October 15 deadline for 
global financial technol-
ogy (fintech) companies 
to comply with its data 
localisation norms in the 
public interest, according 
to sources.

The central bank in 
April gave six months time 
to global payment compa-
nies to store transaction 
data of Indian customers 
within India. The RBI’s 
data localisation norms 
will kick in from Monday.

However, the US wants 
to prohibit data localisa-
tion to ensure free flow of 
information across bor-
ders. 

“We want to have pro-
hibitions on data localisa-
tion to ensure free flow of 
information, free flow of 
data across borders, dis-
ciplines around countries 
requiring companies to 
give up their source code, 
permanent ban on taxa-
tion or duties on digital 
transmissions, Dennis 
Shea, Deputy US Trade 
Representative and US 

Ambassador to the WTO, 
told a Washington audi-
ence on Friday.

According to the sourc-
es, global fintech compa-
nies reportedly sought an 
extension of the October 
15 deadline but it seems 
that the RBI is not inclined 
to relax the norms. 

Data localisation re-
quires data about residents 
be collected, processed, 
and stored inside the 
country, often before being 
transferred internationally, 
and usually transferred 
only after meeting local 

privacy or data protection 
laws.

Although domestic 
companies have wel-
comed the guidelines, 
global companies fear in-
crease in their expenses 
for creation of local servers. 

To avoid this rise in 
cost, global companies 
in recent meeting with 
the RBI proposed to pro-
vide mirror data instead of 
original data to which the 
central bank did not agree, 
the sources said.

Last week, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley met 

RBI Deputy Governor B P 
Kanungo to discuss RBI’s 
data localisation norms. 
The meeting was also at-
tended by Economic Af-
fairs Secretary Subhash 
Chandra Garg, Financial 
Services Secretary Rajiv 
Kumar and IT Secretary 
Ajay Prakash Sawhney. 

The RBI in April said 
in order to ensure better 
monitoring of payment 
service operators it is im-
portant to have unfettered 
supervisory access to data 
stored with these system 
providers as also with their 
service providers/ inter-
mediaries/third party ven-
dors and other entities in 
the payment ecosystem . 

All system providers 
shall ensure that the entire 
data relating to payment 
systems operated by them 
are stored in a system only 
in India, it had said. 

The RBI further said 
data should include the 
full end-to-end transaction 
details, information col-
lected/carried/ processed 
as part of the message/
payment instruction.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): The telecom 
sector is likely to experience three 
more quarters of losses, hurt by high 
levies and “unsustainable tariffs”, a 
top official of industry body COAI 
has said. 

“Under the current scenario, I see 
at least another three plus quarters 
of losses. Why? Because personally, 
I do not think the present tariffs are 
sustainable for long term health of the 
industry...,” COAI Director General, 
Rajan Mathews told PTI.

Stating that the high incidence 
of levies -- licence fee and spectrum 
usage charges -- compounded by up-
front payment for radio-waves have 
added to the operators’ woes, Math-
ews noted that 2018-19 will certainly 
be a “tough year” in terms of financial 
performance of the industry.

“Already we have been through 
two quarters of losses (this fiscal). So 
something dramatic has to happen 
in the next two quarters and we know 
that is not going to happen. Clearly, 
2018-19 will be a tough year in terms 
of financial performance for the 
industry but the beginning of fiscal 
2019-20 will see clarity (emerging),” 
he said.

In 2016, Reliance Industries 
launched Jio, a new fourth-genera-
tion wireless service that disrupted 
the telecom industry by offering 
free calls and cheap data on mobile 
phones. Jio’s entry set off a brutal tariff 
war, forcing older players such as Air-
tel, Vodafone and Idea (now Vodafone 
Idea Ltd) to cut tariffs, denting the 
industry’s financial metrics and deep-
ening the impact of regulatory deci-

sions like cut in termination charges.
Asked if he expects the mobile 

rates to fall further or stabilise, Math-
ews said, the tariffs are already at af-
fordable levels.

“It is difficult for me to see how 
much further the tariffs can drop,” 
he said, adding that continuous de-
terioration of revenue stream would 
be detrimental for the industry as 
networks will need investments in 
new technology and wider, better 
coverage.

For the June quarter, Bharti Airtel 
had reported the loss of Rs 940 crore 
from its mainstay India business, as it 
bled to retain market play, in the face 
of free voice calls and dirt cheap tar-
iffs from Reliance Jio. Airtel, however, 
reported a Rs 97 crore net profit on a 
consolidated basis in the April-June 

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): State 
Trading Corporation (STC) 
may soon get relief from the 
government in terms of bank 
guarantee of Rs 2,500 crore to 
help the company resolve the 
liquidity problem, sources said. 

The commerce ministry 
has approved the proposal and 
sent that to the finance minis-
try for final approval.

“There is also a plan to re-
structure loans of STC as the 
company is facing financial 
hardship,” the sources said.

The firm is also in the proc-
ess of preparing a plan to sell its 
non-core assets to raise funds.

The move assume signifi-
cance as there was a proposal 
of the commerce ministry for 
a merger of STC and anoth-
er state-owned trading firm 
MMTC.

STC has posted 88.44 per 

cent fall in standalone net 
profit to Rs 1.46 crore during 
April-June 2018-19, on account 
of poor income. The company, 
while releasing its unaudited 
financial result for the quarter 
ended June 30, 2018 in August, 
had stated that it has appointed 
financial advisor for restructur-
ing of existing loans and for 
raising additional loans.

It had also proposed to 
raise additional working capi-
tal funds against its proper-
ties. 

“Therefore, the Compa-
ny has approached its lender 
banks for an appropriate reso-
lution plan with the objective 
to make the operations of the 
company viable and sustain-
able. The lender banks have 
formed Joint Lender Forum 
to finalise the reconstruction 
plan,” it had said.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): The government has 
decided to take back Sitanala coking coal block in 
Jharkhand from the country’s largest steel produc-
er SAIL on accounts of delays in the development 
of the mine. “A very little progress has been made 
in the development of the coal mines and the al-
lottee has decided to surrender the same...As such 
there is no reason why the allotment agreement 
should not be terminated.

“In view of the above, it has been decided to 
terminate the allotment agreement and allotment 
order in respect of Sitanala coal mine. However...
the agreement and allotment order shall stand 
terminated w.e.f. October 25, 2018...,” the coal 
ministry said in a letter to Steel Authority of India 
Ltd.

The PSU had in March and again in April writ-
ten to the coal ministry for surrendering the coal 
block. In the letter written on April 27, the Steel Au-
thority of India Ltd (SAIL) had said that the block 
was techno-commercially non-viable.

Also, being the prior allottee, the PSU should 
have undertaken techno-economic viability study 
prior to entering into the process of re-allotment 
and signing of allotment agreement with the 
Nominated Authority, it added.

PM to brainstorm oil scenario with global CEOs

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will Monday 
brainstorm with chief executives of 
top global and Indian oil and gas 
companies on emerging energy 
scenario, with ripples from US sanc-
tions on Iran and volatile oil prices 
threatening growth. 

The third annual meeting would 
also deliberate on ways to revive in-
vestment in oil and gas exploration 
and production, official sources said.

Modi’s first meeting was on Janu-
ary 5, 2016 where suggestions for 
reforming natural gas prices were 
made. More than a year later, the gov-
ernment allowed higher natural gas 
price for yet-to-be-produced fields in 
difficult areas like deep sea.

In the last edition in October 
2017, suggestions were made for giv-

ing out equity to foreign and private 
companies in producing oil and gas 
fields of state-owned ONGC and OIL. 
But the plan could not go through in 
view of strong opposition from Oil 
and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC).

Sources said Saudi Oil Minister 
Khalid A Al Falih, BP CEO Bob Dud-
ley, Total head Patrick Fouyane, Reli-
ance Industries Chairman Mukesh 
Ambani and Vedanta chief Anil Agar-
wal are expected to attend the meet-
ing Monday.

The meeting, coordinated by the 
NITI Aayog, is likely to focus on chal-
lenges posed by volatile oil prices and 
the US sanctions on Iran. The meet-
ing would look at measures to attract 
investments and steps for making it 
easier to do business in India.

Sources said reforms initiated in 

the last four years in the oil and gas 
sector, including open acreage pol-
icy, pricing reforms and liberalised 
licensing policy, will be showcased 
and suggestions would be sought 
on what more can be done to hasten 
growth.

The government is looking at 
private investment to raise domestic 
oil and gas production, which has 
stagnated for the last few years while 
fuel demand has been rising by 5-6 
per cent annually. India is depend-
ent on imports to meet 83 per cent of 
its demand and more than half of its 
natural gas requirements.

The Prime Minister in 2015 had 
set a target of reducing India’s oil 
dependence by 10 per cent to 67 
per cent (based on import depend-
ence of 77 per cent in 2014-15) by 
2022. Import dependence has only 
increased since then and the govern-
ment is now looking for ways to raise 
domestic output.

Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) Secre-
tary General Mohammed Barkindo 
and India’s Oil Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan would also attend the meet-
ing, they said. 

Also likely to attend the meeting 
are ONGC Chairman and Managing 
Director Shashi Shanker, Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC) Chairman Sanjiv 
Singh, GAIL India head B C Trip-
athi, Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd 
(HPCL) Chairman Mukesh Kumar 
Suran, Oil India Chairman Utpal 
Bora and Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd 
(BPCL) Chairman D Rajkumar.

PTI

File photo: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi looks on during the BRICS Summit in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, Thursday, July 26, 2018. 

Coal ministry to take 
back Sitanala mine in 
J’khand from SAIL

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): The 
government is working on an 
ambitious policy proposal to 
“facilitate” honest and consistent 
taxpayers in availing a variety of 
public services and tax-related 
works on priority, officials said 
Sunday. 

They said that a committee 
under the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes, the policy-making body 
for the Income Tax Department 
(ITD), is working to chalk out the 
broad parameters for extending 
such “courtesies” and benefits to 
taxpayers who pay their taxes on 
time and in full.

The proposal will be vetted 
by the Finance Ministry and sent 
for final approval to the Prime 
Ministers Office (PMO) before it 
is cleared by the Union cabinet.

A cabinet note to enhance the 
output of the Central Processing 
Centre (CPC) of the department 
in Bengaluru has already been 

prepared and sent.
The capacity and automa-

tion of the CPC, the repository 
of tax payer’s data and their IT 
Returns (ITRs), is proposed to be 
enhanced so that refunds can be 
issued real-time and ITRs of small 
taxpayers (with single source of 
income) can be processed within 
hours and not days, as prevalent 
at present, they said.

As part of the larger plan, they 
said, it is proposed that honest 
taxpayers are empowered to get 
“priority service” while using pub-
lic services at airports, railways 
stations and at tolls on highways. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, during a conference with 
senior tax officers last year, had 
urged the department to enhance 
taxpayer services and ensure that 
honest taxpayer are given due 
importance.

It is proposed that taxpayers 
who have been consistently pay-

ing their taxes or even just filing 
their returns can be hosted at civ-
ic receptions held by prominent 
government functionaries and 
are honoured publicly, they said.

A unique identity number 
could be given to such taxpay-
ers or their permanent account 
number (PAN) could be flagged 
as special as part of this maiden 
taxpayer facilitation proposal, 
they added. Few years back, the 
CBDT had started a process by 
which diligent taxpayers were 
sent thank you or appreciation 
notes over email under the name 
of the CBDT Chairman.

It is proposed to take this 
initiative forward and the CBDT 
committee is working on it, a 
senior official in the finance min-
istry said.

The committee of senior of-
ficers of the CBDT and the IT 
Department will soon submit its 
report to the board, they said.

It is also being thought to fully 
launch hassle-free electronic as-
sessment of diligent taxpayers 
as part of the new proposal, they 
added.

The CBDT is already working 
to usher in a mega plan where a 
taxpayer can be assessed elec-
tronically in any part of the coun-
try, as part of its measures to 
reduce complaints of harassment 
and corruption in rendering these 
services. At present, a taxpayer is 
assessed by an IT officer based in 
the city where the person earns 
their income.

“These new proposals could 
well be launched by the end of 
this year,” a senior official said. 

There are about 8 crore in-
come taxpayers in the country 
at present and the CBDT has 
instructed the taxman to add 1.25 
crore to this tally by the end of the 
current financial year in March 
next year.

Honest, consistent taxpayers to be feted by govt.; policy proposal in works
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Nobel Justice
T

he conferring of the Nobel Peace Award this year 
to Nadia Murad of Iraq and Dr Daniel Mukwege 
of Democratic Republic of Congo(DRC) has 
underscored once again the magnitude of the 

barbaric and spine-chilling international phenomenon 
of rape being used as a political weapon. This, as an 
instrument of war, is no less lethal than the weapons 
of mass destruction (WMD) which major powers of 
the day have in huge quantities. On many occasions 
the selection of the Nobel Peace prize had triggered 
controversies for its political undertones. But this time 
round the choice has been acclaimed across the globe. 
The recipient duo have outdone such big names on 
the short list including US President, Donald Trump, 
North Korean strongman, Kim Jong-un and South 
Korean President, Moon Jae-in. Naida Murad is both 
a victim and an activist highlighting the atrocities on 
and campaigning for women raped and dehumanised 
by the marauding forces of the Islamic State (IS) in 
the northern Iraqi town of Shinjar, inhabited by the 
minority Yazidi community. Nadia at 25 became 
the second youngest winner of the Peace Prize after 
Malala Yusufzai of Pakistan who risked her life trying 
to promote the spread of education among women 
in her country. Dr Mukwege, on the other hand, has 
been treating countless  rape victims of DRC for the 
last twenty years ever since women, more than military 
assets had become the targets of warring groups vying 
for the control of the country. Humanity owes a great 
deal more than the Peace Prize to these extrordinary 
individuals. The noble doctor of course has several 
other prestigious awards to his credit for his services 
to the Congolese rape victims. It speaks volumes of 
Nadia’s level of tolerance of excruciating physical and 
mental anguish and steel determination as she did 
not stop after running away from the clutches of her 
IS tormentors. Once back to the civilised world she set 
about exposing the torture and humiliation heaped 
upon the Yazidis, particularly women. One cannot 
agree more with Berit Reiss Andersen, chairwoman 
of the Nobel Committee when she says, “We want to 
send out a message of awareness that women, who 
constitute half of the population in most communities, 
actually are used as a weapon of war and that they 
need protection and that the perpetrators have to 
prosecuted and held responsible for their actions”. The 
Bangladesh liberation war which saw the birth of a new 
nation of Bengali-speaking people had also witnessed 
mass rape and murder of women by Pakistani soldiers 
with the clear objective of breaking the morale of the 
Mukti Bahini. While the fundamentalist forces and a 
section of the army officers involved in the killing of 
Bangabandhu Mujibur Rahaman, his family members 
and Awami Party colleagues had been brought to book 
by the current Bangladeshi government, headed by 
Begum Hasina Wajed, few, if any, of the Pakistani forces 
brutalising women in the 1971 war have been punished.

Beyond Romance and Roses: Writing 
and Living the Modern Marriage

Saket Suman   | IANS

God carries us to new places of grace as 
we trust in Him.

“Don’t let go, Dad!”
“I won’t. I’ve got you. I promise.”   
I was a little boy terrified of the water, but my dad 

wanted me to learn to swim. He would purposefully take 
me away from the side of the pool into a depth that was 
over my head, where he was my only support. Then he 
would teach me to relax and float.

It wasn’t just a swimming lesson; it was a lesson in 
trust. I knew my father loved me and would never let me 
be harmed intentionally, but I was also afraid. I would 
cling tightly to his neck until he reassured me all would be 
well. Eventually his patience and kindness won out, and I 
began to swim. But I had to trust him first.

When I feel “over my head” in a difficulty, I sometimes 
think back on those moments. They help me call to mind 
the Lord’s reassurance to His people: “Even to your old 
age . . . I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and 
I will carry you” (Isaiah 46:4).

We may not always be able to feel God’s arms beneath 
us, but the Lord has promised that He will never leave us 
(Hebrews 13:5). As we rest in His care and promises, He 
helps us learn to trust in His faithfulness. He lifts us above 
our worries to discover new peace in Him.  

Abba, Father, I praise You for carrying me through life. 
Please give me faith to trust that You are  

always with me.

DAILY
PATH

Trust Him First

BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 46:3–13    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Praise the Lord; praise God our savior! For each day 

he carries us in his arms.  
~   Psalm 68:19 nlt

 
Book: Knot for Keeps: Writing The Modern 

Marriage; Edited by: Sathya Saran;  
Publisher: HarperCollins; Pages: 164;  

Price: Rs 299

T
here is a temple in Thiruvidanthai in Tamil 
Nadu where Hindu deity Vishnu is regarded 
as “Nithyakalyana Perumal”, or the Eternal 
bridegroom. The temple is the “ultimate fail-

safe” for Hindu Tamils seeking matrimony as people 
of all genders and ages participate in the ritual that is 
said to expedite the same.

Like her parents would have it, columnist and 
short story writer Sharanya Manivannan bought 
two garlands and passed them on to the priest at the 
sanctum sanctorum. One garland was offered to the 
Lord while the other one adored her neck. She was 
asked to circle the temple nine times. The garland 
on her neck was supposed to be “stored safely” at 
her home, and she would bring it back to the temple 
with her partner once their marriage would be sol-
emnised.

The problem? It never happened. But she wanted 
to marry, “...despite cautionary tales, despite intel-
ligence, despite defiance... You fall in love and don’t 
realise how unthinkably, how artlessly, you also fall in 
step with that trajectory, the idea that marriage fol-
lows love as hour follows hour,” Manivannan notes in 
her essay titled “Apportionments of Love”, published 
in a recent anthology of the modern marriage “Knot 
for Keeps”.

The book edited by Sathya Saran, who has previ-
ously authored bestselling biographies on Guru Dutt, 
S.D. Burman and Jagjit Singh, among other books, 
chronicles stories — of success and utter chaos — 
that revolve around the lives two people chose to live 
together — in marriage.

In well-assembled essays, it attempts to answer 
some pertinent questions: What holds two people 
together for life, sometimes across continents? What 
drives them apart even as they share their lives un-
der the same roof? What makes marriage the only so-
cially acceptable goal of a relationship? Are women, 

and men, preferring other options to marriage these 
days? Why are more and more marriages failing? Is it 
to do with changing social norms or individual ex-
pectations?

There are tough choices to be made if one wishes 
to tie the knots, and more often than not, couples in 
relationship tend to find marriage as their ultimate 
recourse. But marriage is only the beginning of a life-
long series of knowing one’s partner and then “adjust-
ing” to him/her, the family and the societal norms, as 
Modhurima Sinha, points out in “The Thin Red Line”.

But sorting out the problems, getting on with life 
and calming oneself to think of the other’s point of 
view is the trick, or so had been the experience of Rita 
Mukherjee, who passed away in 2017.

She had been diagnosed with idiopathic intersti-
tial pulmonary fibrosis (IIPF), a scarring of the lung 
tissue that causes an ever worsening shortness of 
breath and a progressive decline in lung function.

“But for some strange reason as we drove home in 
that silence...I wasn’t thinking of what lay ahead for 
me...Instead my mind went into rewind mode, try-
ing to capture and hold close all the good times we’d 
had together over three decades,” she wrote describ-
ing marriage as “A Life Sentence,” also the title of her 
essay in the book.

Altogether, the book features 17 essays, or per-
sonal experiences, covering the good, bad and the 
ugly that arises in marriages and may make for a 
handy reading for those scared by the idea of mar-
riage, or those looking for advise on how to put a 
troubled marriage back on track. The personal ex-
periences of the respective writers keep the book 
moving single-handedly, although the offering could 
have done with a more insightful Introduction, than 
the one-and-a-half page text by the editor.

Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in

T
here’s a strange circularity to 
writing about climate change. 
Every few months or so, a new 
report comes out from an es-

teemed scientific body; each time, the 
conclusions are grim: the planet contin-
ues to warm steadily; each time, there 
are more severe observed effects at low-
er levels of warming than scientists had 
previously predicted. Every time one of 
the well-meaning scientists who wrote 
the report says something like “the final 
tick box is political will.” Another says 
something like “it’s a line in the sand and 
what it says to our species is that this is 
the moment and we must act now.” Eve-
ry time we don’t. Instead everyone freaks 
out for a few days, and then something 
else happens that everyone freaks out 
about instead (myself included). Mean-
while, the cliff grows closer and closer.

Yesterday was one of those days: a 
new United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report 
– the gold standard of climate research, 
produced by an international body of 
scientists aggregating thousands of sci-
entific studies – estimated that by 2040 
the earth will have warmed 1.5º C (2.7º 
F) from the “pre-industrial levels,” with 
world-changing effects.

A 1.5º rise is typically considered 
the threshold of caution, and 2º the 
threshold of safety, though even that is 
increasingly in doubt: many of the ef-
fects scientists once thought would only 
kick in at 2º or higher now look likely to 
begin much sooner. The oceans will get 
more acidic and coral will die. Hundreds 
of millions of poor people will get poor-
er. Millions of people will be forced to 
leave their homes and migrate in search 
of new ones. There’s still time to keep 
warming to 2º, or even 1.5º – but it will 
take major action on a very short times-
cale. The news was bad but familiar.

But something else happened yes-
terday: the economist William Nordhaus 
won the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Eco-
nomic Sciences – aka the “Nobel Prize in 
Economics.” Nordhaus is known for his 
work on environmental economics and 
specifically the economics of climate 
change, on which he’s written widely. 
But Nordhaus is no climate hero – he’s 
consistently downplayed the risks that 
climate change poses and chastised 
other scholars for alarmism. In particu-
lar, Nordhaus has been an advocate for 
using a high “discount rate” in climate 
economics. Discount rates are an eco-
nomic tool used to value the future; a 
high rate values the future less than the 
present.

To explain why this matters, I have to 
turn to an internal debate among econ-
omists. (Bear with me.) In 2006, the Brit-
ish economist Nicholas Stern produced 
a major report on climate change at the 
behest of the British government, known 
as the “Stern Review on the Economics 

of Climate Change.” Stern argued in fa-
vour of decisive, immediate action to re-
duce carbon emissions as soon as pos-
sible. He proposed a very low discount 
rate – one that suggested that the high 
costs of action in the present were worth 
it. “The benefits of strong, early action 
on climate change,” Stern wrote, “far 
outweigh the costs of not acting.”

Nordhaus criticised Stern for over-
reacting. Stern’s discount rate, he said, 
was radically low. Instead, Nordhaus 
suggested that the future should be dis-
counted more heavily – that is, that the 
costs of action in the present should be 
weighted more heavily than future ben-
efits. It would be better for everyone, 
present and future, to gradually impose 
the costs of climate mitigation and keep 
growing the economy in the meantime: 
future generations would be richer, and 
therefore better able to adapt to climate 
change. Nordhaus had been making this 
argument for years. Stern’s report was so 
important precisely because it broke 
with the pro-gradualist consensus that 
Nordhaus had built.

Nordhaus’s position, by contrast, 
was perfectly in keeping with the princi-
ples of mainstream economics. There, a 
relatively high discount rate reflects the 
expectation of robust economic growth. 
Since the economy could be much big-
ger in 2050, the reasoning goes, it is 
more expensive to spend on climate ac-
tion now than it would be then.

Most economists at the time saw 
climate change as a distant problem 
– something that would affect people 
centuries into the future, people several 
generations removed from the present. 
Projects to reduce carbon emissions 
were judged on their rate of return – if 
they underperformed relative to the 
market, it would be better to simply 
invest the money, which would make 
future generations richer and therefore 
better able to adapt. By this logic, spend-

ing money to address climate change 
might actually harm future generations 
by failing to maximise growth.

If this sounds crazy, well, it is. The 
tools at economists’ disposal were 
growth and efficiency, and with them 
they hammered away at every new 
problem. (Just yesterday Nordhaus told 
his undergraduate economics class, 
“Don’t let anyone distract you from 
the work at hand, which is economic 
growth.”) While climate scientists pro-
jected a future of severe climate shocks 
causing social and economic crises, 
Nordhaus projected smooth curves of 
gradual, efficient change, wherein busi-
ness as usual could continue more or 
less uninterrupted.

Of course, economists aren’t the 
real reason why we haven’t taken deci-
sive action on climate change. We can 
still blame fossil-fuel companies, the 
Republican Party, and Wall Street (i.e., 
capitalism) for that. And Nordhaus has 
at least taken environmental harm seri-
ously — for an economist.

But if there was a time when econo-
mists did have political sway, it was in 
those pre-2008 days when economics 
was still thought of as the master sci-
ence. And Nordhaus’s admonishments 
to Stern and climate activists for mov-
ing too fast have given cover to those 
who would slow the pace of climate ac-
tion. They have legitimised incremental, 
gradual responses to climate change. 
They have justified dismissing climate 
scientists’ warnings as alarmism. They 
have done what they promised: they 
have discounted the future.

But just a decade later, we’re running 
out of future. According to the IPCC re-
port, for global temperatures to rise only 
1.5 degrees C, global emissions must 
drop 45% from their 2010 levels in the 
next twelve years — an extremely heavy 
lift. (Nordhaus — not a climate scientist 
— has suggested that 1.5 degrees is over-

ly cautious.) So it was particularly per-
verse to award a major prize to someone 
whose work has consistently called for 
slower, more measured action on a day 
when climate scientists insisted we need 
to speed up.

What does that mean for us today? 
Five years ago I wrote about the problem 
of a left facing a drastically foreshort-
ened future. Unhappily, most of what 
I wrote still stands – except today, cli-
mate conditions look a lot worse. What’s 
brighter today, though, is the Left itself: 
it has grown mightily in the past few 
years. The clean energy technologies 
we’ll need are also far cheaper and more 
sophisticated than projected even a few 
years ago; with massive public action, 
it’s more possible to imagine replacing 
fossil fuels. But the Left that would make 
the transition happen isn’t yet mighty 
enough. Despite some important vic-
tories, we’re still on the defensive, in the 
US and around the globe.

What’s changing about the climate 
news cycle, meanwhile, is that each new 
report says more blatantly that address-
ing climate change “will require un-
precedented transitions in all aspects of 
society.” Even the soberest of scientists 
(not economists!) will now tell you that 
stopping climate catastrophe requires 
remaking the global economy and redis-
tributing global wealth. More and more 
people are coming around to the posi-
tion that something major has to hap-
pen, even if they aren’t entirely clear on 
the politics.

This is a place where the Left can and 
must step in: we need to replace the nar-
rowly economistic orientation towards 
growth that has marked the discount 
rate debates with a bold vision of a good 
and livable future – and a political pro-
gramme to match. To start, that means 
insisting on a publicly funded clean en-
ergy transition on a rapid timeline; free 
public transportation; a major green 
jobs program oriented towards care and 
reduced work; public spending on ad-
aptation in vulnerable communities at 
home and abroad; welcoming migrants 
and refugees; and more generally, a so-
ciety where a good life is valued more 
highly than the market rate of return.

We still have a very long way to go, 
and the urgency of climate change won’t 
just cut through all the Gordian knots of 
politics overnight. But that urgency nev-
ertheless has to spur our political aspira-
tions and expectations.

Nothing we need to do to stop cli-
mate catastrophe is politically realistic. 
But what’s truly unrealistic is thinking 
that the future is just going to be brighter 
on its own, that future generations will 
solve their own problems. There’s no 
time left for Nordhausian incremental-
ism. The future – our future – is at stake.

Alyssa Battistoni is an editor at Jacobin 
and a PhD student in political science 

at Yale University.

Alyssa Battistoni | thewire.in

There’s No Time for Gradualism
Nothing we need to do to stop climate catastrophe is politically realistic. But what’s truly unrealistic is thinking 

that the future is just going to be brighter on its own, that future generations will solve their own problems.
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‘These foundations [of mathematics] are, 
moreover, a perpetual source of reflection 
and discovery for the masters of the sci-

ence. Even in number system you will find 
material for long reflection. Remember that 
Leibniz did not disdain to occupy himself 
with it.’ – Paul Valéry, letter to Pierre Honno-
rat, 1942

There are almost too many examples of 
the power and pervasiveness of mathemati-
cal ideas. For instance, this essay was written 
on a computer. The software of the computer, 
its mind and spirit, if you will, is a compilation 
of code that is based on the ideas of Claude 
Shannon, the father of information theory, 
and his article ‘A Mathematical Theory of 
Communication’ (1948). But perhaps this is 
both too obvious and too slight an example. 
The personal computer is hardly an essential 
part of human existence, even if most of us 
have structured our lives around it today. Let’s 
take something more basic and widespread, 
something most of us probably already ap-
prehend, even if only dimly – like the idea of 
regression to the mean.  

As the Oxford English Dictionary explains, 
regression to the mean is ‘the tendency for 
the values of any distributed variable to move 
towards the mean over repeated independ-
ent trials’. In other words, the more trials, the 
less random or mistaken the measure. For in-
stance, say you’re in a race at school. You do 
surprisingly well and beat most of your class-
mates. All things being equal, the next time 
around, you’re actually not likely to do as well, 
relative to the other runners. Obviously, one’s 
actual rank depends on skill and talent – if you 
did well the first time, you probably are pretty 
fast – but each result also depends on luck as 
well as a host of other circumstances. There-
fore, in order to mitigate against any selection 
effect, one has to run the experiment multi-
ple times. In order to be able to see just where 
you actually place or rank, you have to be able 
to know the shape or form of the distribution 
of outcomes. The notion of regression to the 
mean informs how we think about a wide 
range of things, from the design of clinical tri-
als, to gambling, to, well, the prosaic pep-talks 
we give ourselves after coming up short by 
saying: ‘OK, next time will be better.’ Actually, 
it probably will be.

The Victorian polymath (and eugenicist) 
Sir Francis Galton first discovered and formu-
lated the idea of regression to the mean in his 
studies of heredity. The ‘regression toward me-
diocrity’, in Galton’s memorable phrase, grew 
out of his studies of why genius seemed to run 
through families (think of the Bachs), but then 
also how and why it dissipated over time. Gen-
ius and talent themselves being impossible to 
measure, Galton studied other more quantifi-
able phenomena, for instance, the height dif-
ferences between parents and children, and 
the spatial distribution of falling objects. He 
devised a contraption called the Quincunx, 
and found that when uniformly dropped ob-
jects encountered small deviations (think of 
a pinball machine with lots of stoppers), they 
nevertheless distributed themselves at the 
bottom along a normal distribution – what 
we generally call a bell curve. The bell curve, 
of course, is just one example of the various 

forms used to plot the relationship among in-
dependent and dependent variables. Galton’s 
conceptual innovation, his idea of regression 
to the mean, made certain features of the 
world newly visible. By doing so, he helped us 
count and describe other things we can’t see, 
or test, but that shape our lives.

The modern separation among scholars 
between intellectual history and the history 
of mathematics is untenable as mathemat-
ics might be the ultimate intellectual endeav-
our. In the words of the 19th-century German 
mathematician Carl Friedrich Gauss: ‘math-
ematics is the queen of the sciences’; like lit-
eracy, widespread numeracy is one of the de-
fining features of modernity. In fact, one of the 
great shifts of modernity has been how math-
ematicians changed their view of mathemat-
ics, transforming the focus of their work from 
the study of the natural world to the study of 
ideas and concepts. Perhaps more than any 
other subject, mathematics is about the study 
of ideas. Yet, when people invoke the history 
of ideas, you are unlikely to hear about Dede-
kind’s cut (that is, the technique by which the 
real numbers are rigorously defined from the 
rational numbers), or L E J Brouwer’s rejection 
of Aristotle’s ‘law of excluded middle’, which 
states that any proposition is either true or 
that its negation is (put technically: for all 
propositions p, either p or not p). Nor are you 
likely to hear about the contested history of 
these ideas. Generally, when they talk about 
ideas, intellectual historians today mean po-
litical thought, cultural analysis, and maybe 
a sprinkling of economic and religious con-
cepts, too.

Nor has this divide been one-sided. As 
the historian John Tresch recently noted: ‘For 
most historians of science trained in the past 
30 years, doing history of science has meant 
avoiding the history of ideas.’ Even though 
most historians of science would surely con-
sider the history of mathematics part of their 
field, in fact the subject is more often conspic-
uous by its absence than its presence. How-
ever, the larger problem among historians of 
science is that, while the consolidation of the 
field over the previous century has been an in-
stitutional and economic success, it has segre-
gated the field. Today, it primarily takes place 
within separate departments or committees, 
with separate training. This reinforces, in prac-
tice and effect, a division between the study of 
science and the study of society – something 
its own literature repeatedly criticises.

‘Mathematics, like any literature, is 
created by human beings for their own 

amusement’ 
One of the many damaging results of this 

intellectual division is that most of us – that 
is, those of us who are not mathematicians, 
physicists or engineers – adopt a view of math-
ematics that is primarily the product of our 
encounter with it in grade school. For most 
people, unfortunately, mathematics is a set of 
confusing, repetitive, formalistic and abstract 
techniques. Yet this is exactly the opposite 
of how mathematicians see their own work. 
Rather, what attracts them, in the words of The 
Mathematics Lover’s Companion (2017) by 
the graph theorist Ed Scheinerman, are ‘joyful, 
beautiful’ theorems and proofs, which they ar-
rive at through the sweat of intellectual play. 
Akin to the best poems, they contain truths 

about the world perfectly expressed.
Perhaps the most impassioned remonstra-

tion against our bifurcated view of mathemat-
ics is the pamphlet A Mathematician’s Lament 
(2009) by the American private-school teacher 
Paul Lockhart. Written in 2002 and circulated 
for years among mathematicians and educa-
tors, Lockhart’s essay ruthlessly criticised the 
simplistic nature of most mandatory math-
ematics education. Mathematics, Lockhart 
wrote, is almost always taught in a way to ob-
scure the actual insights and reasoning, the 
grandeur and insight, the excitement and frus-
tration, that drive mathematicians. ‘At no time 
are students let in on the secret that mathe-
matics, like any literature, is created by human 
beings for their own amusement,’ Lockhart 
writes, attempting to humanise the subject.

Continuing with his literature analogy, 
Lockhart emphasises that: ‘A piece of math-
ematics is like a poem, and we can ask if it sat-
isfies our aesthetic criteria: is this argument 
sound? Does it make sense? Is it simple and 
elegant? Does it get me closer to the heart of 
the matter?’ And like most pieces of art, truly 
appreciating it is not a rote exercise: ‘works of 
mathematics are subject to critical appraisal; 
that one can have and develop mathematical 
taste’. By teaching mathematics as a series of 
techniques, the appeal and nature of math-
ematics is masked: ‘Of course there’s no criti-
cism going on in school – there’s no art being 
done to criticise!’ The notable English math-
ematician G H Hardy also compared mathe-
matics to poetry in his own work A Mathema-
tician’s Apology (1940): ‘A mathematician, like 
a painter or a poet, is a maker of patterns. If 
his patterns are more permanent than theirs, 
it is because they are made with ideas.’

What then might we all learn from better 
integrating the two? What might be gained 
if, to quote Egon Spengler in the film Ghost-
busters (1984), ‘we cross the streams’ of the 
history of mathematics and the history of 
ideas?

We should not understand the history of 
ideas as one besotted by speculations about 
politics. With that, hopefully, we can gain a 
wider sense of the diverse ideas and visions 
that, deep down (for better and for worse), 
motivate and inform any of our endeavours. 
Intellectual history today is dominated by 
elite political ideas. There are many factors 
that have contributed to the shortchanging 
of the history of mathematics and its ideas. 
High among them is how narrowly political 
the work of leading intellectual historians has 
been.

The British scholar Quentin Skinner and 
the French philosopher Michel Foucault, for 
example, are arguably the most influential 
intellectual historians of the past 50 years. 
Superficially, they are unlike each other in al-
most every way, from their prose style, to their 
subjects. Yet both portray intellectual history 
mostly in terms of political languages and ex-
pressions of power. The discourses and men-
talities of individuals, for both of them, de-
scribe much of the social and political world, 
and account for when and why change hap-
pens. But one of the most important reasons 
for the rise of the modern state is the increas-
ing possible reach of politicians and bureau-
crats, changes powerfully facilitated by im-
provements in mathematics and technology, 
and that are absent in both of their accounts.

Recognising the role of mathematics in 
the history of how we think would actually 
make us more sophisticated in our political 
judgment. Those wishing to lend certainty 
and authority to their ideologies use math-
ematics, but they also abuse it. As the epitome 
of formal knowledge and the premier exam-
ple of abstract reason, the spectre of math-
ematics has haunted European thought for 
centuries. From theologians to politicians 
and economists, many have naively – even 
manipulatively – adopted mathematical 
methods to develop, and too often imple-
ment, overly simplistic theories of the world. 
Despite the repeated problems with this ap-
proach, the impulse has been seminal, forma-
tive and comparatively neglected.

The discipline of economics offers a re-
cent example, but this is also true for areas as 
widely separate as architecture and philoso-
phy, as the political scientist and anthropolo-
gist James C Scott shows in his book Seeing 
Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve 
the Human Condition Have Failed (1999). The 
allure of formal schemes has turned people’s 
attention to the results of mathematics, rather 
than to the creative ways that mathematicians 
work and think. Commenting on the after-
math of the late 19th- and early 20th-century 
controversy over the foundations of his sub-
ject, the influential mathematician John von 
Neumann wrote in the essay The Mathemati-
cian (1947) that ‘[T]he very concept of “abso-
lute” mathematical rigour is not immutable. 
The variability of the concept of rigour shows 
that something else besides mathematical 
abstraction must enter into the makeup of 
mathematics.’ While the reason that math-
ematics is authoritative is due of its supposed 
rigour and certainty, what we mean by rigour 
has changed throughout history, based on 
novel ideas and realisations. How mathemat-
ics works rests on no absolute timeless stand-
ard, despite what many assume today, given 
its precision and efficacy.

Taking mathematics seriously might lead 
thinking back to questions of aesthetics 

and beauty
In some ways, mathematics is the hard-

est, and most realistic, art. The German phi-
losopher Martin Heidegger, for instance, 
offers an example of an influential thinker 
who misrepresented mathematics as a kind 
of thinking divorced from the natural world. 
In the essay ‘Modern Science, Metaphysics, 
and Mathematics’ (1962), he writes: ‘In the 
mathematical project develops an obligation 
to principles demanded by the mathemati-
cal itself.’ In Heidegger’s view, the embrace of 
mathematics and technology brings a kind of 
repetitious, routinised, alienating world in its 
wake. The paradox, however, is that a desire to 
bypass repetitious exercises is precisely one 
of the things that motivates mathematicians. 
Elementary proofs are nothing if not ways to 
think about something in all applicable cases 
so that repetitive testing on each possibil-
ity is not necessary. Nothing could be more 
elegant. Describing technology and mathe-
matical modes of thought as mechanistic and 
alienating mistakes the result for the process.

Finally, taking mathematical ideas seri-
ously might lead to discovering that techni-
cal ideas are as important as political or re-
ligious ones. Taking mathematics seriously 

might also, counter to stereotypes, lead think-
ing away from current preoccupations with 
culture and power, and back to questions of 
aesthetics and beauty. Aesthetics and beauty 
are ever-present concerns in art and in math-
ematics, though seemingly small matters to 
historians and humanists today, preoccupied 
as they are with power.

Take, for example, the case of the Weils: 
Simone Weil was an important literary and 
political writer, regarded as one of the more 
insightful religious philosophers and social 
critics of the first half of the 20th century; her 
brother André, a mathematician, made im-
portant contributions to a variety of areas of 
mathematics, but is much less widely known, 
unless one is a mathematician. There are 
many colourful anecdotes about André Weil’s 
life – he escaped war-torn Europe and lived 
all around the world – but perhaps most im-
portantly, and amusingly, he was a founding 
member the Bourbaki group. This was a loose 
association of mostly French mathematicians 
in the first half of the 20th century who tried 
to put mathematics on a new and self-con-
tained basis (a recurring goal in the history of 
mathematics and, more generally, the history 
of thought). One of the main ways they tried 
to achieve this goal was by collectively writing 
textbooks under the name of a fictitious char-
acter, one Nicolas Bourbaki. Bourbaki doesn’t 
exist, but he published not a few books, and 
came up with some of the terms and symbols 
modern mathematicians use, such as Ø to 
represent the empty set. André Weil led the 
first meeting of the Bourbaki group.

And Weil is just the beginning. There’s 
Shannon and his insights into information 
theory, along with his teacher, the prodigy 
Norbert Wiener, who coined the term ‘cyber-
netics’ (and wrote a scintillating two-volume 
autobiography). There’s the debates between 
Brouwer and David Hilbert about the basis of 
mathematics. And there’s the extraordinary 
career of Emmy Noether, who made contribu-
tions across many fields of mathematics and 
physics, and helped to apply abstract algebra 
to topology (which deals with the preserva-
tion of spatial properties during transforma-
tions of shape and size, and is one of the main 
ways topology is done today). In other words, 
it would mean beginning to be as interested in 
the creators of our technological civilisation 
as history has been in those who lament it.

The history of ideas can, should and, his-
torically, has often been precisely about the 
limitations of politics and the rewards of other 
ideas; it need not primarily be the study of 
thinkers who, more often than not, never even 
directly held power. The ideas that most deep-
ly shape us, and our societies, are just as often 
not part of the history of political thought, but 
come from many other areas. This is not an 
argument for a neo-Platonic worshipful ex-
amination of ideas, or for a move away from 
considerations of politics. It is rather a call to 
recognise the ways in which humans actually 
encounter ideas, and the unique vitality of 
mathematical ideas in the world.

Mordechai Levy-Eichel is a post-doctoral 
fellow at the Center for the Study of 

Representative Institutions and a lecturer in 
the department of political science at Yale 

University in Connecticut.
Edited by Sam Haselby

T
he number of babies born 
in India through caesarean 
section increased from 9% 
in 2005-6 to 18.5% in 2015-

16, according to a series of three pa-
pers published in The Lancet journal, 
which also found that C-section use 
almost doubled worldwide between 
2000 and 2015.

While the surgery is still unavaila-
ble for many women and children in 
low-income countries and regions, 
the procedure is overused in many 
middle-and high-income settings, 
said researchers, including those 
from Ghent University in Belgium.

In the ten countries with the 
highest number of births in 2010-
2015 period, there were large dif-
ferences in caesarean section or 

C-section use between regions. For 
instance, differences between prov-
inces in China ranged from 4% to 
62%, and inter-state differences in 
India ranged from 7% to 49%.

Globally, C-section use has in-
creased by 3.7% each year between 
2000-2015 — rising from 12% of live 
births (16 million of 131.9 million) 
in 2000, to 21% of live births (29.7 
million of 140.6 million) in 2015, re-
searchers said.

In India, C-section use went up 
from 9% of births in 2005-6 to 18.5% 
in 2015-16, the research found.

C-section is a life-saving inter-
vention for women and newborns 

Mordechai Levy-Eichel | Aeon

Mathematics as Thought

C-Sections Doubled in India from 2005 to 2015 — The Lancet

Mathematical ideas are some of the most transformative and beautiful in history. So why do they get so little attention?

While the surgery is still unavailable for many women and children in low-income 
countries and regions, the procedure is overused in many middle-and high-income settings.

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Do you feel a little 
under the weather today, Aries? It’s quite pos-
sible, considering all the emotional turmoil 
you’ve been through lately. It takes time to re-

cover from such storms. As you know, the work itself isn’t 
what gets you down. It’s worry about the future that drains 
your energy. Give yourself a break today. Take some time 
for rest and recuperation.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There is some 
likelihood that the mood at home is fraught 
with tension. Did you have some intellectual 
disagreement? In any case, it looks as though 

your self-confidence is stronger than ever right now. Go 
ahead and express any complaints or opinions you may 
have been keeping to yourself, Taurus. But try and do it 
gently, especially where family is concerned.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): It seems that your 
sensitivity is in slight conflict with your ac-
tions, Gemini. You continue to go through the 
daily motions and do what you planned on 

doing, but it seems as though your heart is no longer in 
it. Don’t ask why. It’s just that you’ve been working hard 
and thinking hard lately. You’ve reached your limit and 
it’s time to rest.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may have 
been spending or saving too much money, 
Cancer. It’s clear that a rebalancing is in order 
if you’re to find pleasure rather than frustra-

tion. It’s a curious phenomenon, as though you’ve lost 
contact with your body. Yet it’s in your body where you 
will ultimately find your balance. You certainly won’t find 
it in your head!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Perhaps you’ve been 
impatiently waiting for the moment to jump 
into new adventures after your meditation 
during the last few months. Know that the mo-

ment has almost arrived! You now have the strategy, ob-
jective, and means at your disposal to succeed. Just a bit 
more work remains to be done. Gather your strength and 
get ready to take action with renewed vigor.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If you find yourself 
tired and irritable at the moment, Virgo, you 
should know that this is normal. You may have 
had a few weeks that were a little too studious. 

Would you like to continue on the same path? Be careful 
that your ambitions don’t lead you to serious physical ex-
haustion, Virgo. You’ll be even more frustrated if you get 
sick. So be wise and take care of your basic needs.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This is going to be a 
good moment to look elsewhere, Libra. You 
should do just as the artist does when he has 
worked too long on a painting, which is to take 

a step back. You need to see people, travel, go to the the-
ater, and clear your head. This is never easy for you, but do it 
anyway. Afterwards you’ll think it was the best thing for you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is the right 
moment to extricate yourself from relation-
ships that have seen their day, Scorpio. This 
won’t be easy, but you must. In your profes-

sional and private lives, you’re too hesitant to get out of 
distasteful situations or obligations. You’re afraid of hurt-
ing people or making them mad. But in the end, you’re 
hurting yourself. Give more weight to your own needs and 
follow your own path.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You took 
off like a bullet a few days ago, making great 
progress in a short amount of time. Now you’re 
grappling with doubts that are undermining all 

of your energy. Reflecting on the events of the past few 
days, it’s obvious that you were somewhat reckless in your 
headlong pursuit of your goals. Don’t give up, Sagittarius. 
Rethink your strategy.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): There is 
some likelihood that you will be haunted by 
thoughts of your love life today, Capricorn. 
Perhaps you’re intrigued by the idea of ex-

ploring certain secret realms of your relationship, yet you 
aren’t sure how to communicate this to your mate. Per-
haps you’re still testing the waters, waiting until you know 
how you feel. In any case, you might make a decision to 
proceed today.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today, more 
than ever, you will yearn to escape the daily 
routine, Aquarius. You thirst for new sights and 
sounds, new faces and new places, but you 

know you must juggle your desires with professional and 
domestic obligations. It isn’t always easy. Trust your imag-
ination to find a way to settle this conflict.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’re finally on 
the mend, Pisces. The minor ailments that 
may have dragged you down lately are begin-
ning to disappear. You’re about to regain all of 

your physical energy. If you overindulge, your energy level 
is likely to plummet once again. If nothing else, you will 
have learned a valuable lesson about the importance of 
moderation, especially now. Don’t overdo it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

when complications occur, such as 
bleeding, foetal distress, hyperten-
sive disease, and babies in abnormal 
position.

Risks involved
However, the surgery is not with-
out risk for mother and child, and 
is associated with complications 
in future births, researchers said. It 
is estimated that 10-15% of births 
medically require a C-section due 
to complications, suggesting that 
average C-section use should lie be-
tween these levels.

In at least 15 countries, C-section 
use exceeds 40%, researchers said.

The South Asia region has seen 
the most rapid increase in use (6.1% 
per year), with C-section being un-
derused in 2000 but being overused 
by 2015 (increasing from 7.2% of 
births via C-section to 18.1%).

Improvements have been slow 
across sub-Saharan Africa (around 
2% per year), where C-section use 
has remained low, increasing from 
3% to 4.1% of births in West and 
Central Africa, and from 4.6% to 
6.2% in Eastern and Southern Africa.

“Given the increasing use of C-
section, even when medically not 
required, there is a crucial need to 
understand the health effects on 
women and children,” said Profes-
sor Jane Sandall from King’s College 
London.               Source: PTI
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Parrikar arrives in Goa after 
being discharged from AIIMS 

Flood situation improves in Odisha; death tolls to 24

Aim to win 200-plus seats, 
Shah tells BJP workers in MP

British Council inks pact with 
literacy body for cultural promotion

Mastermind of 
fake Indian Army 
recruitment 
racket arrested

Mary Kom, Vijay Kumar walk to promote human rights Karnataka CM’s wife to contest 
Ramanagara bypoll on JD(S) ticket 

India, China together will make difference to Asia — Chinese envoy 

Modi has delivered blows to the economy — Cong.
Manohar Parrikar (File Photo)

PTI

Ma Zhanwu

Mary Kom and Vijay Kumar seen with other dignitaries during the flag off walk to promote human rights.

Panaji, Oct. 14 (IANS): Goa 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Parrikar on Sunday re-
turned to the state, after be-
ing discharged from Delhi’s 
All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences, where he was be-
ing treated for advanced 
pancreatic cancer.

Parrikar arr ived in 
Goa by a special flight and 
headed straight to his pri-
vate residence, near Panaji, 
where a government-op-
erated ambulance and a 
medical crew were kept on 
a stand-by.

The former Union De-
fence Minister was ferried, 
under a police escort, by an 

ambulance from the airport 
and was taken inside his 
residence with the help of a 
stretcher.

Parrikar was admitted 
to AIIMS on September 15. 
He has been in and out of 
hospitals in Goa, Mumbai, 
New York and now Delhi for 
the last seven months.

On Friday, Parrikar held 
a meeting of his Cabinet 
Ministers and senior mem-
bers of the BJP State Execu-
tive Committee at AIIMS.

The Congress has been 
demanding Parrikar’s res-
ignation on account of his 
prolonged illness and his 
absence from office.

Bhubaneswar, Oct. 14 
(PTI): The flood situation 
in Odisha improved mar-
ginally Sunday, paving 
way for the administra-
tion to expedite the re-
lief and restoration work, 
Special Relief Commis-
sioner (SRC) B P Sethi 
said.

Heavy rain pound-
ed Odisha over the last 
three days following Cy-
clone Titli’s landfall on 
Gopalpur in the south-
western part of the state. 

The death toll due 
to the cyclonic storm 
mounted to 24 Sunday af-
ter 15 people were report-
edly killed in a landslide 
at Barghar area in Gajap-
ati, around 50 km from 
the district headquarters 
town of Paralakhemundi.

While 13 bodies were 
found Saturday night, two 
more bodies were pulled 
out of the rubble Sunday 
morning, Paralakhemu-
ndi Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer T P Patra stated.

Sethi, however, said 
the situation has “con-
siderably improved in 
Ganjam and Gajapati dis-
tricts, with water receding 
from low-lying areas and 

roads being cleared of 
tree trunks and electric 
poles”.

“Electricity supply has 
been restored in many 
places in Ganjam, one 
of the worst-affected 
districts in the state. In 
Gajapati, too, the Odisha 
Forest Development Cor-
poration (OFDC) person-
nel have been pressed 
into service to clear roads 
by removing the uprooted 
trees,” Sethi told reporters 
after a review meeting 
with Chief Secretary A P 
Padhi.

Stating that the cy-
clone had extensively 
damaged the standing 
crops in many affected 
areas, the SRC said a loss 
assessment will be made 
in the next few days and 
assistance will be doled 
out accordingly to the af-
fected farmers.

I n  G a n j a m ,  v a s t 
stretches of the two towns 
of Aska and Proshuttam-
pur were submerged in 
rain water over the past 
two days, District Collec-
tor Vijay Amruta Kulange 
said.

The relief team had to 
air drop food packets for 

the stranded people in 
these areas, he said.

The SRC clarified that 
floodwater has subsided 
in Ganjam, Gajapati and 
Rayagada districts in the 
past 24 hours.

“As people are return-
ing homes following im-
provement in weather 
conditions, food will not 
be provided in the relief 
camps in these districts 
anymore,” he said.

Talking about the 
landsl ip  incident  in 
Gajapati, Sethi said the 
state government has de-
cided to provide Rs 4 lakh 
ex-gratia to families of 
each of the deceased.

T h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l 
ODRAF and two NDRF 
teams will be dispatched 
to Gajapati to step up 
restoration work, he said.

Of the 24 people killed 
in flood-related incidents 
in the state, seven were 
from Ganjam and three 
from Kandhamal.

“Although, it will take 
time to restore the flood-
affected areas, the subsid-
ing water level at major 
rivers has brought relief 
to the people. The Bud-
habalanga river is flowing 

much below the danger 
mark near Barunighat,” 
Sethi said.

But the situation is 
yet to change for better 
in Mayurbhanj district, 
where the villagers are 
still reeling under flood-
like situation, the SRC 
said.

“ T h e  w a t e r  f r o m 
overflowing Budhaba-
langa and Gangahara 
rivers has gushed into 
around 14 villages in Ba-
dasahi block on Mayurb-
hanj. Road communica-
tion between Basta and 
Baliapal too continues 
to remain disrupted with 
Jalaka river still flowing 
above the danger mark,” 
he added.

Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik had on Satur-
day announced a 15-day 
monetary relief package 
for people affected by 
Cyclone Titli and the sub-
sequent flood.

Patnaik, who made 
an aerial survey of the 
cyclone-hit areas of Gan-
jam, Gajapati and Raya-
gada districts, said a fam-
ily of four will be assisted 
with around INR 3,000 as 
relief.

Hoshangabad (MP), Oct. 14 
(PTI): BJP chief Amit Shah 
Sunday exhorted his party 
workers in Madhya Pradesh 
to strive to win over 200 
seats in next month’s state 
Assembly polls.

The polling for the 
230-member Assembly in 
the BJP-ruled state will be 
held on November 28.

Speaking at a party 
workers’ convention at 
Hoshangabad in the state, 
Shah said, “The party can 
form the government with 
less than 200 seats, but we 
need to cross the 200-mark 
because our workers in 
West Bengal, Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana are 
looking towards Madhya 

Pradesh.”  The saffron party 
currently has 166 MLAs in 
Madhya Pradesh.

Shah said the victories 
in the upcoming Assembly 
polls in Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh 
should be so massive that 
they create a storm, which 
would turn into a “tsunami” 
in 2019.

“This tsunami would 
cover the entire country, 
including West Bengal, 
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala,” he added.

“The party has wit-
nessed success due to the 
sacrifices of several workers 
and leaders in the last 50 
years. We are lucky, but we 

also have a responsibility. 
After we win the 2018 As-
sembly elections and the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls, we 
will have the responsibility 
of ensuring victory for the 
party from panchayat to 
Parliament for the next 50 
years,” Shah said.

Recalling that he was 
a booth in-charge in 1982, 
Shah said the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) was the 
only party where an ordi-
nary worker could rise to 
the president’s post.

“It is possible only in 
the BJP that a tea-seller’s 
son can bring glory to the 
country by becoming prime 
minister,” he said, referring 
to Narendra Modi.

New Delhi, Oct 13 (PTI): A 
39-year-old mastermind 
of a fake Indian Territorial 
Army recruitment racket 
was arrested from Uttara-
khand’s Haridwar, police 
said  on Saturday. 

 Yogender alias Bunty, 
a resident of Charkhi 
Dadri,  Har yana,  was 
heading an inter-state 
racket that was cheat-
ing the unemployed ru-
ral youths on the pretext 
of arranging jobs in the 
Army, the Indian Railways 
and the ONGC, they said.  

On May 3, one Sud-
heer, a resident of Charkhi 
Dadri, registered a com-
plaint alleging that that he 
was cheated of INR 5 lakh 
by the gang for a job in 
the Army, said Ram Gopal 
Naik, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Crime).

 The gang used to 
take fake physical tests in 
Army grounds and fake 
medical examination at 
Base Hospital in Delhi 
Cantt area, along with 
the fake interviews, Naik 
added.  

Police zeroed in on the 
gang and arrested its five 
members -- Amit Kumar, 
Sunil Kumar, Pradeep, 
Devender and Sandeep.

 During their inter-
rogation the accused dis-
closed that Yogender was 
the mastermind of the 
racket, Naik said. 

Police also got to know 
that the racket had serv-
ing an retired Army per-
sonnel as its members, 
the DCP added.

Kolkata, Oct. 14 (PTI): The British Council 
on Sunday signed a formal agreement 
with a city-based literary organisation 
to promote art and culture of India and 
the United Kingdom in their respective 
countries.

The agreement was signed here by Sun-
deep Bhutoria, Trustee of Prabha Khaitan 
Foundation - the literary, performing arts 
and cultural organisation - and Alan Gem-
male, Director of British Council in India.

“The agreement would continue our 
association further and we would tell our 
incredible stories of culture, we are rooted 
in cultural connect with Kolkata and there 
are stories to tell and inspire others,” the 
Director of British Council in India said.

Christopher Rodrigues, Chairman and 
global head of the British Council, had 
come down to Kolkata from London to 
formalise the agreement.

“It is a great feeling to be in Kolkata at 

this time of the year with the onset of Puja 
festivities. I am looking forward to seeing 
it,” Rodrigues, Chairman and global head 
of British Council, said.

Dignitaries including industrialist 
Hari Mohan Bangur, danseuses Tanusree 
Shankar and Dona Ganguly, litterateur 
Anjum Katyal, Director British Council East 
Debanjan Chakrabarti, Director, Eastern 
Zonal Cultural Centre, and Gouri Basu were 
present on the occasion.

Bhutoria said Prabha Khaitan Founda-
tion has been carrying out various cultural 
and literary events across India covering 
25 cities and have started doing events in 
London.

“We have started literary events in re-
gional language across India. We will organ-
ise events in cities across the world and also 
support Kolkatas initiative to become the 
first UNESCO designated City of Literature 
in India,” Bhutoria said.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): The Congress 
Sunday launched a scathing attack on 
the Centre over the falling rupee and 
accused Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of “monumental mismanage-
ment” of the economy and delivering 
blows to it.

The opposition party said in 2014, 
Modi had promised to strengthen the 
rupee if he became prime minister and 
said he would bring it to the level of 40 
per dollar.

Addressing a press conference at 
the party office here, senior Congress 
leader Anand Sharma pointed out that 
the rupee had, on more than one oc-
casion, crossed 74 to a dollar, whereas 
the previous United Progressive Alli-
ance (UPA) government had left it at 
59 to a dollar.

“There has been a monumen-
tal mismanagement of the Indian 
economy under the BJP-led NDA 
government. 

They have been busy, the prime 
minister in particular and his Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, either making 
false claims, or embellishing and man-
ufacturing numbers just to mislead the 
people,” he said.

A nation could not have a sound 
economy if it was not attracting invest-
ments, the Congress leader said.

On demonetisation, Sharma said 
Modi’s arbitrary and reckless deci-
sion wiped off more than 90 per cent 
of the currency in circulation in one 
stroke, destroyed not only factories 
but crores of jobs and soon after 
that, there was a hasty imposition 

of a flawed Goods and Services Tax 
(GST).

“If you put all that together, you 
will realise that this is the highest 
GST and the most complex one when 
it comes to compliance, which has 
been thrust on the country. So, these 
are the blows Modi has delivered,” 
he said.

The Congress leader took a dig 
at the finance minister by describing 
him as a blog writer rather than be-
ing an efficient minister and said the 
Centre attributed the slowing down of 
the economy, the falling rupee and all 
such things to global factors.

But strangely, these factors were 
only evident in India and not other 
economies of Asia which were not af-
fected by those, he said.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
Olympic medallists Mary 
Kom and Vijay Kumar on 
Sunday participated in a 
walk in Delhi organised by 
the NHRC as curtains came 
down on the three-day sil-
ver jubilee celebrations of 
the human rights watchdog.

The event was flagged 
off by the boxer-shooter duo 
and chairperson of the Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) Justice H L 
Dattu from the Nehru Park 
in central Delhi.

“Scores of people, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, participated in the 
walk organised to build 
awareness on human rights 
and seek people’s commit-
ment to promote and pro-
tect them. Mary Kom and 
Vijay Kumar also took part 
in the walk,” a senior official 
said.

The silver jubilee cel-
ebrations had kicked off 
Friday with the Foundation 
Day function at the Vigyan 
Bhawan here where Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
addressing a gathering had 
said the government was 
committed to improve the 

Bengaluru, Oct 14 (PTI): 
Ending uncertainty over 
her candidature, the JD(S) 
Sunday announced fielding 
Chief Minister H D Kumar-
aswamy’s wife Anitha Ku-
maraswamy in the bypoll to 
the Ramanagara Assembly 
constituency.

The ruling party in the 
state also said Madhu Ban-
garappa, son of former chief 
minister S Bangarappa, 
would be the candidate 
from the Shivamogga par-
liamentary seat.

Earlier, there was specu-
lation that Anitha would 
contest either from Ram-
anagara or Mandya.

The Janata Dal (Secular) 
has still not finalised the 
candidate for the Mandya 
Lok Sabha bypoll. The party 
has said the candidature 
will be announced later.

The coalition partner of 
the JD(S), Congress, has an-
nounced that Anand Nyam-
gouda, son of Sidhu Nyama-
gouda who was killed in a 
road accident on May 28, 
will be its candidate from 
the Jamakhandi Assembly 

seat.
The party is yet to de-

cide its candidate for the 
Ballari Lok Sabha seat.

The bypolls to three Lok 
Sabha seats -- Shivamogga, 
Mandya and Ballari -- and 
the two assembly seats of 
Ramanagara and Jama-
khandi will take place on 
November 3.

JD(S) national secretary 
general Danish Ali told PTI 
that the names of Anitha 
Kumaraswamy and Ban-
garappa were finalised for 
the Ramanagar and Shiv-
amogga seats respectively.

However, the candidate 
for Mandya would be final-
ised later, he said.

Ali also said the JD(S) 
would support the Congress 
candidates from Ballari and 
Jamakhandi.

Confirming this, JD(S) 
state general secretary M 
Srikanth said Bangarappa 
would be the alliance candi-
date from Shivamogga.

Bangarappa would 
meet JD(S) supremo and 
former prime minister H D 
Deve Gowda Monday, be-

fore leaving for Shivamogga 
to file his nomination pa-
pers, he added.

Congress spokesperson 
A N Nataraj Gowda also 
confirmed that Bangarappa 
would contest from Shiv-
amogga.

The Congress, in a press 
release, said it had ap-
pointed polls in-charge for 
the seats from where JD(S) 
candidates would fight the 
by-elections.

Large and Medium In-
dustries Minister K J George 
would oversee the Mandya 
parliamentary seat, while 
Revenue Minister R V Desh-
pande and Lok Sabha mem-
ber D K Suresh would be in 
charge of Shivamogga and 
Ramanagara respectively, 
it said.

The bypolls were neces-
sitated following the resig-
nations of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) state president 
BS Yeddyurappa from the 
Shivamogga Lok Sabha seat, 
C S Puttaraju from the Man-
dya Lok Sabha seat and B 
Sriramulu from the Ballari 
Lok Sabha seat.

Kolkata, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
China and India together 
would make a difference to 
Asia and the whole world, 
a top Chinese envoy said 
here, stressing that leaders 
of the two nations favour 
meaningful cultural and 
educational exchanges to 
enhance bilateral coopera-
tion.

Noting that the lead-
ers would meet towards 
the year end to discuss on 
further developing the cul-
tural, educational and other 
artistic exchanges, Chinese 
Consul General in Kolkata 
Ma Zhanwu said collabora-
tion in events like Durga 
Puja would contribute to 
the friendship.

Zhanwu expressed joy 
over the Consulate joining 
hands with the BJ Block 
community Durga Puja in 
the post satellite township 
of Salt Lake here.

“Towards the end of this 
year, leaders from China 
and India will meet to dis-
cuss how to further develop 
the cultural, educational 
and other artistic exchanges 
between our two nations. 
Such an even as tonight will 
be remembered and will 
contribute to the friendship, 
the economic and cultural 
exchanges and cooperation 
between two great nations.

“ To g e t h e r  w e  w i l l 

lives of people by ensuring 
their rights.

A commemorative first 
day postal cover and stamp 
were released on the occa-
sion, and a new version of 
the commission’s website 
was also launched.

“The prime minis-
ter had also said that the 
NHRC should use social 
media effectively. We have 
all the resources to use it, 
but due to manpower con-
straints, it has not been 
able to take off. 

“Besides, we are using 
the alternative media like 

theatre and exhibition to 
widen our outreach to peo-
ple,” the official said.

He said that besides 
promoting human rights, 
the NHRC is positioning 
itself more proactively to 
prevent incidents of human 
rights violations.

“So, through street 
plays, poster-making, slo-
gan-writing contests, we 
seek to engage with various 
stakeholders and people in 
general, so that violation 
don’t happen. Just taking 
cognisance and keeping a 
record of violations is not 

enough,” the official said 
On Saturday, the NHRC 

hosted a ‘Human Rights 
Mela and Street Theatre 
Festival at the amphitheatre 
arena of Central Park, Con-
naught Place. 

The official said seven 
selected groups performed 
street plays on different as-
pects of human rights and 
the first prize of Rs 1 lakh 
went to the Street Play Soci-
ety of Janki Devi Mahila Col-
lege, Delhi University, for 
their play -’Maila Kuchaila’. 

It highlighted the chal-
lenges of manual scaven-

gers and the need to protect 
their rights to life, dignity 
and equality, he said.

The second prize went 
to Rudraksh Kala Mandal 
for their play- ‘Apna Adhikar 
Pechano’,- highlighting how 
to deal with domestic vio-
lence and the third prize 
was given to Jazba Theatre 
group’s play ‘Bhookh’ that 
highlighted the challenges 
related to protection of right 
to food and how the people 
can themselves better en-
sure it by avoiding wastage 
of food, the official said.

Hundreds of people 
watched the street plays 
and visited the Mela, which 
provided an evening of fun, 
entertainment, education 
and information with a 
focus on motivating people 
to stand up for the promo-
tion and protection of hu-
man rights.

Delhi Police teams, at 
the event, also presented 
the performances of their 
pipe band, women self-de-
fence techniques and a skit 
to show how to approach 
Delhi Police control room 
in the hour of distress, he 
said.

make a difference for Asia 
and whole of the world,” 
Zhanwu said on Saturday 
at the BJ Block Durga Puja 
venue ahead of the mar-
quee’s inauguration by West 
Bengal Governor Keshari 
Nath Tripathi. Talking about 
the views of the leaders, 
he said: “We are also very 
happy that (Chinese) Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and (Indian) 
Prime Minister (Narendra) 
Modi met several times this 
year to decide what to do to 
develop the bilateral rela-
tionship.

“And they have decided 
that the two great nations 
must work together to pro-
mote exchanges, co-opera-
tion. The two leaders believe 
that the cultural exchanges, 
educational exchanges are 
very important.”

The Puja marquee has 
recreated a slice of authen-

tic China.
Based on Chinese archi-

tecture, the marquee has a 
20 feet-structure of Chinese 
‘Hulu’ (bottle gourd) in its 
premises which signifies 
happiness and prosperity 
in China’s Yunnan province.

“Around five Bengali 
artists went to China. They 
took pictures, videos and 
they did it all by themselves. 
Then they showed me the 
structures and I think they 
have done a wonderful job,” 
he said.

Pointing towards the 
marquee, Zhanwu said the 
red lanterns, the paintings, 
dragons and especially the 
‘Hulu’, represent affluence, 
happiness, prosperity for 
Chinese people.

Around 40 artists from 
China presented Peacock 
dance, music and martial 
arts. Zhanwu himself per-

formed ‘Tai Chi’ moves 
while his wife Yang Li played 
a musical instrument ‘Pipa’ 
in front of the huge audi-
ence who seemed to enjoy 
every minute of the cultural 
programme.

Zhanwu said there 
would be more such un-
derstandings between the 
two countries in the coming 
years.

“I am happy that the 
Chinese people could enjoy 
and share the joy of Du-
rga Puja. We will have more 
friendship and understand-
ing between Chinese and 
Indian people in the coming 
years.

“More Chinese people 
will come to visit Kolkata, 
Salt lake city and Bidhan-
nagar (the locality) will be 
more known in China. We 
are looking for building a 
relationship between Bid-
hannagar and some city in 
China,” the envoy said.

He also invoked Nobel 
laureate poet Rabindranath 
Tagore.

“The great poet Rabind-
ranath Tagore said when 
China and India work to-
gether we will create a dif-
ference to the world. We will 
change and contribute to 
the progress of this world. 
We will have ‘Chindia’--the 
word that Tagore used,” he 
added.
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News IN BrIef
Taliban attack Afghan army base, 
killing 17 soldiers
Kabul, Oct. 14 (PTI/AP): Afghan officials say the Taliban 
have attacked an army base, killing 17 Afghan soldiers and 
abducting 11 others. Ghausuddin Noorzai, the district chief  
in Pusht Rod, in the western Farah province, says another 
four soldiers were wounded in the attack, which began late 
Saturday and continued into Sunday morning. He says the 
Taliban also overran two checkpoints near the base, seizing 
weapons and ammunition. Abdul Samad Salehi, a member of  
the provincial council in Farah, confirmed the death toll and 
said the troops defending the base received no air support or 
reinforcements. The Taliban claimed the attack. 

Bodies of mountaineers reach 
Kathmandu
Kathmandu, Oct. 14 (IANS): The bodies of nine climbers 
who died on a Himalayan peak in western Nepal after their 
camp was devastated by a severe storm were taken back 
to Kathmandu on Sunday. A five-member South Korean 
expedition team and four Nepali guides went missing at the 
base camp of Mount Gurja, located at 3,500 meters (11,483 
feet), when a snowstorm struck and killed all of them, reports 
Efe news. A helicopter began retrieving the victims’ corpses 
on Sunday after strong winds halted rescue operations the 
day before.

Twin blasts in Somalia kill 22
Mogadishu, Oct. 14 (IANS): The death toll had risen to 22 
and more than 30 others are injured after Saturday’s twin 
suicide bomb attacks in Somalia’s Baidoa town, officials said 
on Sunday. Those with serious injuries would be transferred 
to Mogadishu for further treatment, Xinhua news agency 
reported. Ugaas Hassan Abdi, the Information Minister for 
Southwest State in Somalia, told Xinhua over telephone that 
two young al-Shabab militants wearing vests carried out the 
attacks at two main social gatherings in the centre of the town.

UK, US may boycott Saudi 
conference over journalist’s killing
London, Oct. 14 (IANS): Britain and the US are considering 
boycotting a major international conference in Saudi Arabia 
after the disappearance of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
the BBC reported on Sunday. Khashoggi, a critic of the Saudi 
government, vanished on October 2 after visiting its consulate 
in Istanbul, triggering tensions between Riyadh and Ankara. 
The authorities in Istanbul believe he was murdered there 
by Saudi agents. Saudi Arabia has rejected the allegations 
as “lies”.

Us is loser by abandoning 
Iran nuclear deal — rouhani

Maldives judges hear strongman’s election challenge

Trump considers lifting sanctions 
on Turkey after US pastor freed

Israel’s Netanyahu threatens 
Hamas with ‘very strong blows’

Taliban confirms talks with US 
special envoy for Afghan peace

Rescue efforts continue in US amid hurricane devastationVoting begins for by-election in 
35 constituencies in Pakistan

Tehran, Oct. 14 (PTI/AFP): Iran’s 
president boasted Sunday that the 
United States has lost against the 
Islamic republic’s “righteousness 
and wisdom” by walking out of the 
landmark nuclear deal. 

“Everyone knows that America 
has lost legally and politically by giv-
ing up on its international obligations 

and that we have achieved victory,” 
said President Hassan Rouhani in a 
speech at the University of Tehran 
to mark the beginning of the school 
year. “There are but a few countries 
in the world that would call the US 
withdrawal from the JCPOA (nuclear 
deal) a good move,” he added.

“Those that are cautious express 

disappointment, those that are more 
frank say it was a mistake, and the 
outspoken say it was illegal.” 

Washington pulled out of the 
2015 nuclear deal between Iran and 
six world powers in May and is reim-
posing punishing sanctions on the 
country, hoping to pressure Tehran 
into what President Donald Trump 
calls a “better deal”.

The US is due to complete the 
reimposition of sanctions on Novem-
ber 5, targeting Iran’s oil sector and 
central bank.

The other parties to the agree-
ment -- Russia, China, the UK, France 
and Germany -- have all pledged 
to continue to try to make the deal 
work, despite their firms being vul-
nerable to the US sanctions if they 
keep doing business with Iran.

Rouhani said Iran’s response had 
left Washington “empty-handed”.

“They expected us to leave the 
JCPOA hours after they announced 
they are, and what would have hap-
pened? The case would have re-
turned to the UN Security Council, 
turned against Iran and isolated us,” 
he said. 

He said Iran had lost nothing by 
staying in the deal and could leave 
“whenever” it chooses.

Colombo, Oct. 14 (PTI/
AFP): Maldives judges on 
Sunday heard a petition 
by strongman president 
Abdulla Yameen to have 
his recent election defeat 
annulled, potentially trig-
gering US sanctions and 
plunging the archipelago 
into fresh turmoil.

Yameen lost heavily 
in the September 23 elec-
tion to a little-known unity 
opposition candidate, Ib-
rahim Mohamed Solih, 
despite his main rivals be-
ing in jail or in exile and the 
media in his pocket.

Under pressure from 
the US, Europe and India, 
which is seeking to counter 
growing Chinese influence 
in the strategically posi-
tioned 1,200-island hon-
eymoon paradise, Yameen 
quickly conceded defeat 
and said he would leave 
office on November 17.

But even as Western 
countries breathed a sigh 
of relief, prisoners were 
released and opposition 
figures began returning 
from exile, Yameen last 
week filed a request for the 
Supreme Court to annul 
the result and call fresh 
elections.

A statement on Satur-
day by his Progressive Party 
(PPM) said the vote was the 
“most farcical election in 
living memory” with the 
organisation “abysmal”, 
vote-rigging “rampant” 
and many people unable 
to cast ballots.

The United States -- 
which like the European 
Union threatened sanc-
tions if the elections were 
not free and fair -- on Satur-
day warned it would react 
if Yameen, 59, does not go 
quietly.

“The US is concerned 
by troubling actions by out-
going president Yameen 
that threaten to undermine 
the will of the Maldivian 
people,” State Department 
spokesman Robert Pal-
ladino said on Twitter.

He added that Wash-
ington “will consider ap-
propriate measures against 
anyone who undermines a 
peaceful transfer of power 
in #Maldives”.

The situation is not 
dissimilar to 2013 when 
Yameen, estranged half-
brother of Maumoon Ab-
dul Gayoom, who ruled the 
Maldives with an iron fist 
for 30 years until 2008, first 

became president.
Yameen’s rival at the 

time Mohamed Nasheed, 
the country’s first demo-
cratically elected president 
who is now in exile, beat 
him in the first round of 
elections but Yameen per-
suaded the Supreme Court 
to nullify the result.

A subsequent vote was 
then twice delayed, allow-
ing Yameen time to forge 
alliances that helped him 
narrowly win a contested 
run-off.

D oze n s  o f  p e o p l e 
queued up outside the Su-
preme Court on Sunday 
to get inside several hours 
before the hearing began. 
It started with the court 
allowing all opposition par-
ties to have their say.

Hamid Abdul Ghafoor, 
Colombo-based spokes-
man for the opposition 
Maldivian Democratic 
Party (MDP), said the legal 
challenge was an attempt 
by Yameen to create tur-
moil.

The country’s Joint 
Opposition, which in-
cludes the MDP, has asked 
Yameen to withdraw the 
“blatantly unsubstantiated 
case, and to step aside and 

to facilitate a peaceful, and 
smooth transition.” 

The opposition has also 
urged state institutions, in-
cluding the courts and the 
security forces, to uphold 
the will of the people. 

“Maldivians used the 
ballot to defeat the dictato-
rial regime. Yameen must 
not be allowed to perverse 
the hard-won opportunity 
for all Maldivians to attain 
meaningful democracy 
and stability,” the Joint Op-
position said in a statement 
at the weekend.

Apart from his political 
foes, in February Yameen 
jailed the chief justice and 
another Supreme Court 
judge after accusing them 
of trying to topple him.

Yameen had initially 
suspended the court, par-
liament and the constitu-
tion and declared a state 
of emergency when par-
liament was about to im-
peach him in February.

Three of the remaining 
Supreme Court justices 
have been restored, but 
the opposition has said 
they had no faith in the 
judiciary to deliver justice 
while Yameen remains in 
power.

Washington, Oct . 14 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump said on Satur-
day he will take a look at 
US sanctions on Turkey 
and will consider wheth-
er to lift them after the 
American missionary An-
drew Brunson was freed 
this Friday after two years 
in prison imposed by the 
Turkish justice system.

Questioned by report-
ers about the possibility 
of lifting the economic re-
strictions that Washington 
imposed on Ankara last Au-
gust because of Brunson’s 
incarceration, Trump said 
the White House will “take 
a look” at the sanctions, Efe 

reported.
The president again 

insisted that there was 
“no deal made at all” with 
Turkish authorities to elim-
inate sanctions in order 
to get Brunson released, 
though he tweeted about 
the “great appreciation on 
behalf of the United States, 
which will lead to good, 
perhaps great, relations 
between the United States 
& Turkey!”

Meanwhile on Satur-
day the American pastor 
Brunson thanked Trump 
for his efforts to get him 
out of Turkey after two 
years behind bars and 
prayed for him, asking God 

to grant the president “su-
pernatural wisdom.”

The missionary spoke 
several minutes with the 
president at the White 
House and, in the pres-
ence of the media, asked 
if he could pray for him, 
to which Trump readily 
agreed.

Brunson then knelt 
before him, put his hand 
on Trump’s shoulder and 
began to pray: “Lord God, 
I ask that you pour out 
your holy spirit on Presi-
dent Trump, that you give 
him supernatural wisdom 
to accomplish all of the 
plans that we have for this 
country.”

Jerusalem, Oct. 14 (PTI/
AFP): Israel’s Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Sunday threatened to 
inflict “very strong blows” 
on Hamas after fresh vio-
lence along the border with 
the Gaza Strip controlled 
by the Islamist group. 

“Hamas has appar-
ently not understood the 
message -- if these attacks 
do not stop, they will be 
stopped in another way, 
in the form of very, very 
strong blows”, Netanyahu 
said during the weekly 
cabinet meeting.

“We are very close to 
another type of action 
which would include very 
strong blows. If Hamas 
is intelligent, it will cease 
fire and violence now”, he 

added.
Israel on Friday sus-

pended fuel deliveries to 
the Gaza Strip, after fresh 
protests along the border 
that saw seven Palestinians 
killed by Israeli troops.

The suspension came 
days after fuel supplies had 
begun running to the en-
clave, in a fresh bid to ease 
an Israeli blockade that has 
lasted more than 10 years.

A UN-brokered deal 
had seen Qatar, a longtime 
Hamas backer, pledge to 
pay USD 60 million (52 
million euros) for fuel to 
be brought into Gaza over 
six months to supply the 
strip’s sole power plant.

On Saturday, Israel’s 
Defence Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman said fuel deliv-

eries would only resume if 
there was a “total cessation 
of violence, the launching 
of incendiary ballons (from 
Gaza towards Israel) and 
the use of burning tyres 
against Israeli towns” near 
the enclave.

Hamas has organised 
months of often-violent 
border protests, with at 
least 205 Palestinians and 
one Israeli killed since 
March 30. The protesters 
are demanding to be al-
lowed to return to land 
now inside Israel, from 
which their families fled or 
were displaced during the 
1948 war surrounding the 
creation of the Jewish state. 

Israel accuses Hamas 
of using the protests as a 
cover for attacks.

Kabul, Oct. 14 (IANS): The Taliban has 
confirmed that its leaders had held talks 
with the US Special Envoy for Afghan 
peace Zalmay Khalilzad in Qatar’s capital 
on Friday, said a statement from the group 
posted on its website on Sunday.

The Taliban delegation, according to 
the statement, included the chief of politi-
cal office in Doha Sher Mohammad Abbas 
Stanekzai, deputy head Mawlawi Abdul 
Salam Hanafi as well as Shahabuddin 
Delawar, Qari Deen Mohammad Hanif, 
Mohammad Zahid Ahmadzi and Moham-
mad Suhil Shaheen, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Taliban’s purported spokesman Za-
bihullah Majahid, who posted the state-

ment, asserted that the “representatives 
of the Islamic Emirate” at the meeting 
“described the presence of foreign forces 
in Afghanistan as the main obstacle in 
achieving peace” and demanded their 
withdrawal.

“Keeping that in mind, efforts must 
be made towards a true and intra-Afghan 
solution. At the end both sides agreed to 
continue holding meetings in the future,” 
the statement added.

The Afghan-born US veteran diplomat 
Khalilzad after touring Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and meeting Taliban leaders 
visited Kabul on Saturday and held talks 
with leaders and politicians within and 
outside the government.

Miami, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
Amid the devastation 
caused by hurr icane 
Michael, rescue operations 
in the southeastern US 
have focused on Mexico 
Beach and Panama City, 
two Florida towns that 
were nearly flattened and 
that could raise the death 
toll from the storm, which 
has taken at least 17 lives.

Florida Governor Rick 
Scott accompanied the 
National Guard on Satur-
day to survey the devasta-
tion by air, centering on 
the counties of Franklin, 
Holmes, Washington and 
Gadsden, in the north-
western part of the state, 
where Michael made land-
fall on Wednesday as a Cat-
egory 4 hurricane, reports 
Efe news.

The search for victims 
has been slow because 
numerous roads and high-
ways have been blocked by 
rubble or destroyed, while 
cell phone service outages 
have prevented authorities 
and family members from 
locating missing people.

The destruction has 
been especially severe in 
Mexico Beach, where the 
water, sewage and com-

munications systems were 
destroyed, which could 
take months to repair.

“Not one single store is 
left,” Mexico Beach Mayor 
Al Cathey told the media.

Cathey himself had 
been unable to communi-

cate with state authorities 
and has relied on satellite 
phones brought by media 
outlets.

Authorities have been 
inspecting every house 
and boat - or what is left 
of them - with the help of 

search and rescue dogs to 
find people who are unac-
counted for.

Some 30 km west of 
Mexico Beach, the school 
gym of Panama City has 
become the symbol of 
the devastation caused 

by Michael in this Florida 
town, where residents be-
gan to return on Saturday 
to search for their belong-
ings among the rubble.

So far, eight people 
have been reported dead 
in Florida, five in Virginia, 
three in North Carolina 
and one person was killed 
in Georgia.

Authorities, however, 
have not been able to iden-
tify any of the victims yet.

The death toll from 
Hurricane Michael is ex-
pected to increase, espe-
cially as rescue operations 
continue in Mexico Beach, 
one the hardest-hit towns.

Meanwhile, 750,000 
homes and businesses 
continue to be without 
power in Florida, Virginia, 
North Carolina and Geor-
gia. 

Earlier this week, Presi-
dent Donald Trump de-
clared a state of emergency 
in Florida, which author-
ises the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) 
and the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(FEMA) to coordinate res-
cue efforts and make fed-
eral funding available to 
address the situation.

Islamabad, Oct. 14 (PTI): Voting opened 
Sunday for the by-election in 35 national 
and provincial assemblies in Pakistan 
amid heightened security, with over 600 
candidates, including some political big-
wigs, in the running.

The polling started at 8 AM and will 
continue until 5 PM.

The counting will start soon after 
closure of voting and result of every poll-
ing station would be announced on spot. 
However, the consolidated results would 
be announced by the Returning Officers.

Over five million registered voters 
about 2.3 million women and almost 2.7 
million men will exercise their right to 
vote. Also, the overseas Pakistanis will be 
voting for the first time in the by-polls.

Elections are being held in nine na-
tional assembly constituencies in Punjab 
and one each in Sindh and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, and 24 provincial assemblies 
seats, including 11 in Punjab, nine in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, two each in Sindh 
and Balochistan.

Most of these seats were vacated by 
those candidates who had won on more 
than one seat during general elections on 
July 25. Prime Minister Imran Khan had 
won five seats and vacated four.

Thousands of soldiers have been de-
ployed to provide security at 7,489 polling 
stations. The deployment of troops started 
on Friday and they will remain on election 
duty till October 15.

The Election Commission desig-
nated as many as 1,727 polling stations as 
‘highly sensitive’ where extra troops were 
deployed and security cameras installed. 
They include 848 polling stations in Pun-
jab, 544 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), 201 
in Sindh and 134 in Balochistan.

Soldiers have been deployed inside 
and outside of the polling stations in order 
to avoid any untoward incident. 

Designated army officers have powers 
of a magistrate first class for summarily 
trial of those guilty of impersonation, cap-
turing of polling stations or violation of 
other relevant provisions of the law.

Tough competition is expected be-
tween ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) and main opposition Pakistan Mus-
lims League-Nawaz (PML-N).

Former prime minister Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi is PML-N’s candidate from NA-
124. His opponent in the constituency is 
Ghulam Mohiuddin of the PTI. Abbasi lost 
from both Rawalpindi and Islamabad on 
July 25. He is now contesting from a secure 
seat, which PML-N never lost. 

In Karachi’s NA-243 constituency, the 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan 
is expected to give tough competition to 
the PTI. 

On Thursday, the Election Commis-
sion constituted 27 monitoring teams to 
observe the by-polls. They will examine 
the distribution of polling equipment and 
training of the polling staff.

AP/PTI

 In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian Presidency, President 
Hassan Rouhani speaks at a ceremony to mark the start of the Iranian academic year at Tehran 
University, Iran, Sunday, Oct. 14, 2018. 

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump prays with American pastor Andrew Brunson in the Oval Office of the White 
House, Saturday October 13, 2018, in Washington. Brunson returned to the U.S. around midday after he 
was freed Friday, from nearly two years of detention in Turkey.

AP/PTI

Robert Baker Sr., 82, who is paralyzed below the waist, is removed from his son’s home by emergency 
workers Friday, Oct. 12, 2018. Mexico Beach, Florida was devastated when Hurricane Michael made landfall 
on Wednesday in the Florida Panhandle. 
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Richard Madden in talks to play James Bond
“Game of Thrones” fame star Richard Madden is in talks to essay the role of Agent 007 after 
actor Daniel Craig stepped down from the film. According to The Sun, Madden has im-
pressed the creators of “Bond” with his performance in drama series “Bodyguard” and will 
replace Craig. A source close to Barbara Dana Broccoli, producer for the Bond film series, 
said: “It’s seriously looking like he (Madden) is going to get the job. ‘Not only is he on top of 
Barbara’s list, but she is preparing to offer the role.” Last month, Madden’s father revealed 
that his son was eager to play Bond’s character. “I’m quite sure he does want that to be on 
his CV one day but he’s not making a song and dance about it. Whether it’s Bond or any big 
role, Richard has ideas about things he’d like to do. It’s probably best whatever his desires or 
thoughts are to keep it to himself,” Madden Sr added. James Bond will return to cinemas for 
the 25th time and the film will be released in the UK on February 14, 2020. (IANS)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am 8 pm: Helicopter eela

2 pm: Venom

5 pm: First man

Michael Buble announces 
retirement from music

George Clooney calls 
himself husband of Amal

KK Downing reveals sentence that ended Iron Maiden rivalry

We’ve to 
market our 
culture to 
our kids 
first — AR 
Rahman

Alice Cooper recalls private joke of ‘No More Mr. Nice Guy’

G
rammy Award-win-
ning Canadian singer 
Michael Buble has 
announced his retire-
ment from music 

after admitting he no longer has 
the desire for fame following his 
son’s battle with cancer.

Buble, who has won four 
Grammys and sold 75 million 
records, announced his retire-
ment via an emotional ‘final’ 
interview, reports telegraph.
co.uk.

He put his career on hold af-
ter finding out his five-year-old 
son Noah was diagnosed with 
liver cancer, two years ago.

Noah, one of Buble’s 
three children with wife of 
seven years, Argentini-
an model and actress 
Luisana Lopilato, is 
now in remission.

During an 

emotional “last interview”, Buble 
opened up about the impact 
Noah’s illness had on the couple.

“My whole being’s changed. My 
perception of life. I don’t know if I 
can even get through this conver-
sation without crying. And I’ve 
never lost control of my emotions 
in public,” he told the Daily Mail’s 
Weekend Magazine.

The 43-year-old explained how 
the diagnosis made him realise he 
had become fixated on his own 
success and can no longer stom-
ach “the celebrity narcissism”.

However, Buble began mak-
ing music again about a year ago 
and his new album “Love”, due to 
come out on November 16.

He has also been working 
with James Corden on a Carpool 
Karaoke special edition for the 
Stand Up To Cancer fundraising 

campaign.
He hinted his latest record may 

be his last.
“I’m retiring from the busi-
ness,” he said. “I’ve made 

the perfect record and 
now I can leave at 
the very top.”

IANS

H
ollywood star 
George Clooney in-
troduced himself to 
a crowd here using 
his wife’s name.

George attended Variety’s an-
nual Power of Women luncheon 
at the Beverly Wilshire Four 
Seasons Hotel in Beverly Hills, 
California, where he introduced 
himself to the star-studded 
crowd in a unique way, reported 
people.com.

“Hi, I’m George and I’m Amal 
Clooney’s husband,” he quipped 
at the event, eliciting laughter 

from the crowd.
The 57-year-old Oscar 

winner added: “I can read this 
room.” There were plenty of 
other powerful women in the 
audience.

Celebrity guests included 
Jennifer Lewis, Thandie Newton, 
Elle King, Alyssa Milano and 
Olivia Culpo as well as honorees 
Tiffany Haddish, Regina King, 
Natalie Portman, Lena Waithe 
and Emma Gonzalez, who 
received a glowing introduction 
from George.

IANS

F
ormer Judas Priest guitar-
ist K.K. Downing revealed 
the 1995 conversation with 
former Iron Maiden singer 
Paul Di’Anno that settled 

the “ugly” ‘80s rivalry between the 
two bands. He also offered his take 
on how the disagreement arose in 
the first place.

Di’Anno was singing with Maiden 
in 1980 when they were confirmed 
as a support act on Priest’s British 
Steel tour. “And then the next thing 
I know, I read in a music paper that 
they said something like, ‘Yeah, we’re 
gonna blow the bollocks off Priest,’ or 
something like that,” Downing told 
Eddie Trunk in a new interview.

“And I went, ‘What the hell is this 

shit? … Why should we have Iron 
Maiden on tour if you’re gonna cre-
ate this type of vibe before we’ve even 
met them, let alone done a show 
together?’”

He recalled suggesting that they 
get rid of Maiden “and get some-
body that really appreciates the 
gig,” but he was outvoted in Priest’s 
democratic system and accepted the 
decision. He was later upset when 
Maiden turned up at Priest’s pre-tour 
rehearsals without any invitation he 
was aware of.

When the tour took place, Down-
ing recalled, “they didn’t blow the 
bollocks off Judas Priest. We were 
pretty well established at the time, 
and those guys were coming up 

through the ranks. … But it wasn’t a 
good atmosphere on the tour, and it’s 
not something I like to have hap-
pen.”

He voiced his displeasure once 
more when Maiden were named as 
support for Priest’s U.S. tour. “I went, 
‘Oh, no! Not again’ … But they came 
on the tour and they created upsets, 
is what they did, for different reasons. 
… It led to a confrontation and it got 
a bit ugly.”

Downing said he doesn’t know 
“how it all happened, but I did meet 
Paul Di’Anno so many years later, in 
about 1995, and he said, ‘Hey, K.K., 
we’re sorry about that quote in the 
paper.’ And that’s all you need.”

Ultimateclassicrock

A
lice Cooper recalled how 
the 1973 hit single “No More 
Mr. Nice Guy” was sort of a 
private joke between himself 
and his bandmates.

The track appeared on their sixth 
album, Billion Dollar Babies, their big-
gest-selling to date, and was inspired in 
part by the incredible success they’d ex-
perienced in the time leading up to its 
recording. It had also been conceived 
at the height of mainstream reaction 
to Cooper’s shock-rock persona, as he 
told Uncle Joe Benson on the Ultimate 
Classic Rock Nights radio show.

“That was autobiographical,” 
Cooper explained. “Everybody at that 
point didn’t know whether to hate us 
or love us. But I was definitely, with the 

general public, the worst person ever. 
I was the Antichrist, I was everything. 
And I said, ‘Okay, that does it. Gloves 
are off – no more Mr. Nice Guy. Now 
we’re gonna get rough.’”

While the song’s lyrics analyzed 
the mainstream response to Cooper 
(“I got no friends ‘cause they read the 
papers / They can’t be seen with me 
and I’m feelin’ real shot down / And I’m 
gettin’ mean”) the band took a flipped 
approach to the music, with a little help 
from the Who.

“The song was actually a pop song,” 
he said. “It was pretty much based after 
’Substitute.’ … it was maybe the most 
pop record we ever did. It was kind of 
an in-joke for us.”

Ultimateclassicrock

A
s many as 11 
women Indian 
filmmakers on 
Sunday came 
together to 

support the raging #Me-
Too movement in India, 
saying they have taken 
a stand to not work with 
proven offenders.

Alankrita Shrivastava, 
Gauri Shinde, Kiran Rao, 
Konkona Sen Sharma, 
Meghna Gulzar, Nandita 
Das, Nitya Mehra, Reema 
Kagti, Ruchi Narain, Sho-
nali Bose and Zoya Akhtar 
are among the filmmakers 
who have taken the stand, 
according to a note circu-

lated by them on social 
media.

“As women and film-
makers, we come together 
to support the #MeTool-
ndia movement. We are in 
complete solidarity with 
the women who have 
come forward with hon-
est accounts of harass-
ment and assault. Our 
respect and admiration 
to them as their courage 
has started a revolution 
of welcome change,” the 
note said.

“We are here to 
spread awareness to help 
create a safe and equal 
atmosphere for all in the 

workplace. We have also 
taken a stand to not work 
with proven offenders. We 
urge all our peers in the 
industry to do the same.”

The #MeToo move-
ment in India sparked 
when Tanushree Dutta 
came forward to renew 
allegations against Nana 
Patekar in an incident 
dating back to 2008. Since 
then, a number of women 
have come forward with 
complaints against names 
like Alok Nath, Rajat Ka-
poor, Subhash Ghai, Vikas 
Bahl, Subhash Kapoor, 
Kailash Kher and Sajid 
Khan.

Ever since the names 
came out, Aamir Khan 
stepped out of a project 
which was to be directed 
by Subhash Kapoor. 
Akshay Kumar asked the 
producers of “House-
full 4”, which was being 
directed by Sajid and 
co-starred Nana, to cancel 
the shoot until “further 
investigation”, and Hrithik 
Roshan too urged the 
producers of Bahl’s “Super 
30” to take a hard stand.

As a fallout of the 
movement, Sajid has been 
replaced as “Housefull 4” 
director by Farhad Samji.

IANS

Says he no longer has the 
desire for fame following 

his son’s battle with cancer #MeToo: Nandita, Konkona, Meghna 
won’t work with proven offenders

V
eteran music com-
poser A.R. Rahman says 
Indian culture has to be 
marketed to the children 
here first. He feels Mar-

athi cinema has been successful in 
doing over the last few years.

Rahman was interacting with 
media at the music launch of 
Marathi film “Maaza Agadbam”, 
along with film’s lead actors Subodh 
Bhave and Trupti Bhoir, music 
composer T. Satish Chakravarthy, 
producer Jayantilal Gada here on 
Saturday.

Marathi cinema is known for its 
content driven movies. Since the 
last few years, it has been able to 
mark its presence at the National 
Film Awards and international film 
festivals.

Asked what he feels about 
Marathi cinema, Rahman said: “It 
has become very bold. What I like 
about Marathi cinema is, most of 
the cinema which I have watched is 
based on Indian classical music and 
I always feel it is less in mainstream 
cinema. I think because of the 
budgets also and within that budg-
et, you show tradition beautifully. 
Music, mainly classical music, adds 
value to the film... so that’s great.

“Marathi cinema shows its cul-
ture and presents it to the interna-
tional audience. Now Netflix and all 
those content streaming apps are 
there, so the international audience 
sees our culture and gets amazed 

about it. But it is important that we 
take our culture and put it in a way 
where our kids like it. We have to 
market our culture to our kids first 
and that’s what Marathi cinema has 
been doing beautifully.”

When will he compose music 
for a Marathi film?

“My passion is also classical 
music. I have been doing all kinds 
of music and I have been working 
with all kind of musicians. I have 
been doing research for 4-5 years 
about Indian classical ragas to see 
how to put them into mainstream 
movies.

“With younger people, when 
you play Indian classical ragas, they 
feel it is boring because of the way 
it is presented. I feel it’s not right, 
so we have been researching and 
4-5 years of my life has gone in it... 
That’s why I am doing less movies. 
So if something comes close comes 
to what I believe, I am sure I will do 
that.”

On the reason behind attend-
ing the music launch of “Maaza 
Agadbam”, Rahman said: “I am here 
because Satish (Chakravarthy) who 
has composed music of this film 
assisted me around 5-6 years. I love 
Satish and I love Marathi cinema 
and I have great respect for Marathi 
cinema.”

“Majha Agadbam” revolves 
around wrestling. It will release on 
October 26.

IANS
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Stephen Hawking

Stephen Hawking had warned against 
‘superhumans’ from beyond the grave

NASA’s Opportunity 
Mars Rover remains silent

China’s first satellite for space-
based gravitational wave detection

Being less affectionate 
can make your child 
anti-social — Study

Facebook may soon bring ‘Unsend’ feature on Messenger

Abnormal vision in childhood impairs brain functions — Study

Irrigating crops with wastewater may spread diseases — Study

‘World’s fastest 
camera can see light 
in slow motion’

Google testing ‘Explore’ interface on ChromeOpen heart surgery linked to cognitive decline in older people

London, Oct. 14 (PTI): Ste-
phen Hawking, one of the 
world’s best-known theo-
retical physicists who died 
seven months ago, had 
warned against a new race 
of “superhumans” created 
as a result of genetic engi-
neering that could destroy 
humanity from beyond 
the grave.

The British author of 
the definitive ‘A Brief His-
tory of Time’, who famously 
often threw up the pros-
pect of time travel, made 
his last prediction about 
scary superhumans in a 
final collection of articles 
and essays to be published 
next week, following his 
death in March at the age 
of 76.

“Once such superhu-
mans appear, there will be 
significant political prob-
lems with unimproved hu-
mans, who won’t be able to 
compete,” Hawking wrote.

“Presumably, they will 
die out, or become unim-
portant. Instead, there will 
be a race of self-designing 
beings who are improv-
ing at an ever-increasing 
rate,” noted the scientist, 
who suffered from motor 
neurone disease that had 

left him almost completely 
paralysed for most of his 
life.

The set of articles on 
what he called “the big 
questions” were in prepara-
tion for a book, which is set 
to be published on Tuesday. 
According to ‘The Sunday 
Times’, in ‘Brief Answers to 
the Big Questions’, Hawk-
ing suggests that wealthy 

people will soon be able 
to choose to edit their own 
and their children’s DNA to 
create superhumans with 
enhanced memory, disease 
resistance, intelligence and 
longevity.

“I am sure that during 
this century people will 
discover how to modify 
both intelligence and in-
stincts such as aggression,” 

he wrote.
“Laws will probably 

be passed against genetic 
engineering with humans. 
But some people won’t be 
able to resist the tempta-
tion to improve human 
characteristics, such as 
memory, resistance to dis-
ease and length of life,” he 
adds.

Hawking’s theory re-

Toronto, Oct. 13 (IANS): Chil-
dren with abnormal vision are 
likely to have impairment in 
functions of brain areas respon-
sible for things such as atten-
tion, a new study has found.

The researchers uncovered 
differences in how the brain 
processes visual information in 
patients with various types of 
lazy eye. 

Lazy eye, known as am-
blyopia, is a loss of vision that 
originates in the brain, typically 
when a child develops an eye 
turn. The unequal input causes 
the brain to ignore information 
from the weaker eye during 
brain development. 

The findings demonstrated 
that the brain can divert atten-

tion away from a lazy eye when 
both eyes are open.

“One of the underlying rea-
sons why some people with 
lazy eye have poor vision comes 
down to how the brain sup-
presses an eye,” said Amy Chow, 
a post doctoral student at the 
varsity. 

“The poorer-seeing eye is 
open, the retina is healthy and 
sending information through 
to the brain, yet that informa-
tion does not reach conscious 
awareness as the brain chooses 
not to use it,” Chow added.

The result shows that new 
treatments should also target 
higher-level processes such as 
attention, the researchers sug-
gested.

For the study, appearing in 
the journal Investigative Oph-
thalmology and Visual Science, 
the team asked patients to pay 
attention to a specific set of dots 
among a group of distracting 
dots, all moving on a computer 
screen. However, the tracked 
dots were only visible in one eye 
(the weaker eye) while the dis-
tracting dots were visible only to 
the other eye (the stronger eye).

The study revealed that peo-
ple with both normal vision as 
well as anisometropic amblyo-
pia, showing different images 
between the two eyes did not 
matter suggesting that both 
groups were able to overcome 
the distracting interference and 
track the dots successfully.  

San Francisco, Oct. 13 (IANS): 
Facebook could soon be rolling 
out the “Unsend” feature for 
Messenger that would allow 
users to retract sent messages 
not only from their inboxes, 
but also from the entire chat 
thread, the media reported.

“We have previously con-
firmed that we intend to 
ship a feature like this and 
are still planning to do so,” 
TechCrunch quoted a Face-
book spokesperson as saying 

on Friday. 
Facebook owned photo-

messaging app Instagram al-
ready supports the “Unsend” 
capability and allows users to 
delete a sent message for all 
participants in the personal or 
group chat. 

Mobile researcher and tip-
ster Jane Manchun Wong re-
portedly managed to generate 
screenshots of a prototype 
“Unsend” button from Mes-
senger’s Android code. 

The code indicates that in 
the current prototype there’s a 
‘time limit’ -- giving users only 
a certain amount of time after 
they send a message to unsend 
it,” the report added. 

The protype feature has 
been discovered six months 
after the social networking 
giant announced that it was 
in favour of buinding the “Un-
send” functionality. 

Snapchat added the feature 
on its app earlier in June.

New York, Oct. 14 (IANS): Parents, 
take note. Your less affectionate and 
harsher behaviour towards your 
children can make them aggressive 
and anti-social, a new study has 
found. The findings suggest that 
less parental warmth and more 
harshness in the home environ-
ment affect how aggressive children 
become and whether they lack em-
pathy and a moral compass -- a set 
of characteristics known as callous-
unemotional (CU) traits.

“The study convincingly shows 
that parenting -- and not just genes 
-- contributes to the development 
of risky callous-unemotional traits,” 
said co-author Luke Hyde, Associ-
ate Professor at the University of 
Michigan, US.

“Because identical twins have 
the same DNA, we can be more sure 
that the differences in parenting the 
twins received affects the develop-
ment of these traits,” Hyde added.

For the study, published in the 
Journal of the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the 
research team involved 227 identical 
twin pairs.

The team analysed small dif-
ferences in the parenting that each 

twin experienced to determine 
whether these differences pre-
dicted the likelihood of anti-social 
behaviours emerging. They also as-
sessed child behaviour by asking the 
mother to report on 35 traits related 
to aggression and CU traits.

The researchers found that the 
twins who experienced stricter or 
harsher treatment and less emo-
tional warmth from parents had a 
greater chance of showing aggres-
sion and CU traits. A subsequent 
adoption study, of parents and 
children who were not biologically 
related, turned up consistent results. 

“We couldn’t blame that on ge-
netics because these children don’t 
share genes with their parents,” 
said lead author Rebecca Waller, As-
sistant Professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

“But it still didn’t rule out the 
possibility that something about 
the child’s genetic characteristics 
was evoking certain reactions from 
the adoptive parent,” Waller added.

In other words, a parent who is 
warm and positive may have a hard 
time maintaining those behaviours 
if the child never reciprocates, the 
researchers noted.

San Francisco, Oct. 14 
(IANS): Google is report-
edly testing a new content 
discovery interface in the 
Chrome browser’s 
new tab page called 
“Explore”, which 
users can access 
on Android by en-
abling an experi-
mental flag.

According to a re-
port by tech website An-
droid Police, the interface 
is in its early stages, and 
contains a large number 
of placeholder sites at the 
moment -- most of them of 

specific interest to Indian 
users.

The report suggests that 
the feature will not, nec-

essarily, be targeted 
a t the Indian 

market, adding that 
the websites appearing in 
this new user interface (UI) 
have been chosen as ex-
amples by whoever is in the 
process of developing it.

In short, you can think 
of “Explore” as an extremely 
broad “channel” browser 
meant to pres-
ent websites that 
could poten-

tially be 
of interest 

t o you, the re-
port said.

It’s not clear if this will 
be based on your individual 

habits (knowing Google, 
though, that’s almost cer-
tainly a yes) or if it will be 
more broadly tailored to 
locales and regions than 
specific users, it added.

To enable the “Ex-
plore” interface, users 
can go to chrome and 
search for “explore”, and 
you should see the “Ex-

plore websites” flag.
Set it to ‘enabled’ and 

relaunch Chrome, then 
open a new tab. The “Ex-
plore” interface should 
then appear on the new 
tab page.

New York, Oct. 14 (IANS): A major-
ity of older patients who underwent 
heart valve surgery were found to 
be at risk of cognitive problems 
up to six months after surgery, re-
searchers say.

Researchers, from the Universi-
ty of Rochester in the US, examined 
whether surgeries on two types 
of heart valves -- the mitral or the 
aortic -- were associated with better 
or worse outcomes. 

The findings, published in the 
Journal of American Geriatrics 
Society, showed that people having 
aortic valve surgery are at greater 

risk of early cognitive decline with-
in the first month after surgery than 
people having mitral valve surgery. 

However, cognitive health in 
both groups appears largely to re-
turn to what it was before surgery 
within the six months after surgery.

These findings highlight the 
cognitive vulnerability of this pop-
ulation, especially older adults with 
aortic stenosis -- the heart valve 
that controls blood flow from your 
heart to the rest of your body, the 
researchers said. 

For the study, the team includ-
ed hundreds of participants who 

had been tested before and after 
surgery to determine their abil-
ity to remember, think, and make 
decisions.

Within the first month after 
valve surgery, people experienced 
some cognitive decline compared 
to before the surgery, the research-
ers found. 

In addition, people who had 
mitral valve surgery experienced 
a mild decline. But people who 
had aortic valve surgery experi-
enced poorer cognitive function 
the month after surgery, although 
they tended to improve after that.

Washington, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
Scientists have developed 
what may be the world’s 
fastest camera, which can 
capture 10 trillion frames 
per second -- making it 
possible to ‘freeze time’ to 
see light in extremely slow 
motion.

The advance may of-
fer insight into as-yet un-
detectable secrets of the 
interactions between light 
and matter, according to 
scientists from California 
Institute of Technology in 
the US.

In recent years, the 
junction between innova-
tions in non-linear optics 
and imaging has opened 
the door for new and high-
ly efficient methods for 
microscopic analysis of 
dynamic phenomena in 
biology and physics.

However, harnessing 
the potential of these meth-
ods requires a way to record 
images in real time at a very 
short temporal resolution 
-- in a single exposure.

Using current imaging 
techniques, measurements 
taken with ultrashort laser 
pulses must be repeated 
many times, which is ap-
propriate for some types of 
inert samples, but impos-
sible for other more fragile 
ones.

For example, laser-en-
graved glass can tolerate 
only a single laser pulse, 
leaving less than a picosec-
ond to capture the results. 
In such a case, the imaging 
technique must be able to 
capture the entire process 
in real time.

Compressed ultrafast 
photography (CUP) was a 
good starting point. At 100 
billion frames per second, 
this method approached, 
but did not meet, the speci-
fications required to inte-
grate femtosecond lasers.

To improve on the con-
cept, the new T-CUP sys-

tem was developed based 
on a femtosecond streak 
camera that also incorpo-
rates a data acquisition type 
used in applications such 
as tomography.

“We knew that by using 
only a femtosecond streak 
camera, the image qual-
ity would be limited,” said 
Lihong Wang, Director of 
Caltech Optical Imaging 
Laboratory (COIL).

“So to improve this, we 
added another camera that 
acquires a static image. 
Combined with the im-
age acquired by the fem-
tosecond streak camera, 
we can use what is called 
a Radon transformation to 
obtain high-quality images 
while recording ten trillion 
frames per second,” said 
Wang.

Setting the world re-
cord for real-time imaging 
speed, the camera called 
T-CUP can power a new 
generation of microscopes 
for biomedical, materials 
science, and other applica-
tions.

This camera represents 
a fundamental shift, mak-
ing it possible to analyse 
interactions between light 
and matter at an unparal-
leled temporal resolution.

The first time it was 
used, the ultrafast camera 
broke new ground by cap-
turing the temporal focus-
ing of a single femtosecond 
laser pulse in real time.

This process was re-
corded in 25 frames taken 
at an interval of 400 fem-
toseconds and detailed the 
light pulse’s shape, intensi-
ty, and angle of inclination.

“It’s an achievement in 
itself, but we already see 
possibilities for increasing 
the speed to up to one qua-
drillion frames per second!” 
said Jinyang Liang, who 
was an engineer in COIL 
when the research was con-
ducted.

London, Oct. 14 (PTI): Farmers 
could unwittingly be helping 
spread diseases like gastroen-
teritis and diarrhoea by irrigating 
crops with wastewater, a study 
has found.

Researchers from the Uni-
versity of Birmingham in the UK 
discovered that wastewater col-
lected from canals used for urban 
agriculture in Burkina Faso was 
rich in virulent human patho-
gens which cause gastroenteritis 
and diarrhea -- a major cause of 
death in low and middle-income 
countries.

They studied wastewater 
samples from three canals in the 
capital Ouagadougou -- a city of 
2.2 million inhabitants.

After identifying a wide range 
of antibiotic resistance genes in 

the water, they concluded that 
using wastewater for urban ag-
riculture in the city posed a high 
risk of spreading bacteria and 
antimicrobial resistance among 
humans and animals.

With the urban population 
in sub-Saharan Africa expected 
to rise from 400 million (2010) 
to 1.26 billion in 2050, according 
to UN estimates, agriculture in 
towns and cities is recognised as 
a vital way of contributing to food 
security and alleviating poverty.

“Using wastewater for agri-
cultural irrigation represents a 
very serious health risk, not least 
as it increases exposure to faecal 
pathogens. Wastewater appears 
to be a ‘hot spot’ for antibiotic re-
sistant bacteria in Burkina Faso,” 
said Laura Piddock, from the Uni-

versity of Birmingham in the UK.
“We urgently need further 

investigations to determine the 
extent that exposed populations 
are affected by this health issue,” 
said Piddock.

“There is also an urgent need 
to improve global access to clean 
water, sanitation, and hygiene in 
low and middle-income coun-
tries to help prevent bacterial 
resistance spreading from the en-
vironment to people,” she said.

“Some 200 million urban 
dwellers are reported to be 
engaged in urban agriculture 
world-wide and, in some cases, 
produce up to 90 per cent of 
cities’ demand for perishable 
vegetables, according to UN 
research,” said Blaise Bougnon 
from the University of Yaounde 

in Cameroon.
“Over 80 per cent of domestic 

and industrial wastewater gener-
ated in low and middle-income 
countries is discharged untreated 
into the environment. Because of 
its low cost, availability and nutri-
ent content, urban agriculture re-
lies on wastewater for irrigation,” 
said Bougnon.

There is an increasing num-
ber of bacteria that are multi-
resistant against common anti-
biotics and cannot be treated by 
current therapies.

Antibiotic resistance has led 
to the need for more expensive 
drugs, which many cannot af-
ford, resulting in increased mor-
bidity and mortality.

Between 50 and 90 per cent of 
antibiotics administered to hu-

mans and animals are excreted as 
a mixture of parent drug and me-
tabolite forms, with significant 
levels of active drug ending up 
in the environment, where they 
may persist in soil and aquatic 
ecosystems.

The study found evidence 
in the canal water samples of 
pathogens commonly respon-
sible for waterborne diseases 
which could lead to people di-
rectly or indirectly exposed to 
these wastewaters suffering from 
acute diarrhea, chronic gastritis, 
and gastroenteritis.

In low and middle-income 
countries 842,000 people die an-
nually from diarrhoea, according 
to the World Health Organisation, 
because of inadequate water, 
sanitation, and hygiene.

Washington, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
NASA scientists are yet to 
hear from the Mars Op-
portunity Rover, which has 
been silent since a global 
dust storm enshrouded the 
red planet.

According to the US 
space agency, it is possible 
that a layer of dust depos-
ited on the rover’s solar 
panels by the dust storm 
is blocking sunlight that 
could recharge its batteries.

No one can tell just how 
much dust has been de-
posited on its panels, NASA 
said in a statement.

The agency’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory is em-
ploying a combination of 
listening and commanding 
methods in case Opportu-
nity is still operational.

A windy period on Mars 
-- known to Opportuni-
ty’s team as “dust-clearing 
season” -- occurs in the 
November-to-January time 
frame and has helped clean 
the rover’s panels in the 
past.

The team remains 
hopeful that some dust 
clearing may result in hear-
ing from the rover in this 

period.
Opportunity has ex-

ceeded its expected lifes-
pan many times over. Both 
Opportunity and its twin, 
Spirit, were designed to last 
only 90 days on the Mar-
tian surface, with the ex-
pectation that the planet’s 
extreme winters and dust 
storms could cut their mis-
sion short.

The rover has lasted 
nearly 15 years. It last com-
municated on June 10 be-
fore being forced into hi-
bernation by the growing 
dust storm.

Beijing, Oct. 14 (IANS): Chi-
na plans to launch its first 
satellite to test the tech-
nologies of the space-based 
gravitational wave detec-
tion programme “Tianqin” 
by the end of 2019.

The programme Tian-
qin, meaning “harp in sky,” 
was initiated by Sun Yat-sen 
University in south China’s 
Guangdong province in 
2015.

It will consist of three 
satellites forming an equi-

lateral triangle around the 
earth, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

“It’s like a harp in space. 
If the gravitational waves 
come, the ‘harp’s strings” 
will be plucked,” said Luo 
Jun, President of the Sun 
Yat-sen University and an 
academician of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, at a 
conference held in Guang-
zhou.

The detection will be 
based on high-precision la-

ser interferometry technol-
ogy to measure the changes 
of the distances and loca-
tions of the three satellites, 
according to Luo.

Gravitational waves are 
“ripples” in the fabric of 
space-time caused by some 
of the most violent and 
energetic processes in the 
universe. Albert Einstein 
predicted the existence 
of gravitational waves in 
1916 in his general theory 
of relativity.

fers to techniques such as 
Crispr, a DNA-editing sys-
tem that allows scientists 
to modify harmful genes 
or add new ones. Invented 
just six years ago, it is al-
ready in use worldwide.

Many scientists wel-
comed Hawking’s predic-
tions as a means of saving 
Earth from destruction.

“Humans have argu-
ably reached a critical mo-
ment,” Chris Rapley, pro-
fessor of climate science 
at University College Lon-
don, told the newspaper.

“We have moved be-
yond affecting the planet 
at the landscape scale to 
interfering with its very 
metabolism at the global 
scale. All the indications 
are that the limitations of 
our brains, both individu-
ally and collectively, leave 
us incapable of address-
ing the challenge. On this 
basis the future looks des-
perately gloomy,” he said.

The final set of re-
search by Hawking will be 
presented by the Stephen 
Hawking Foundation and 
John Murray publishers 
in the form ‘Brief Answers 
to the Big Questions’ next 
week.
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Lionel Messi

The Nagaland U-19 team posing for the lens after defeating Pondicherry by 113 runs in Bhubaneswar.

India crush West Indies by 
10 wickets, seal series 2-0

Djokovic cruises past Coric 
to win fourth Shanghai title

NSF Martyrs’ Trophy quarter-
finals round to begin today

CPL: CASE FC, Joga Bonito, 
Sporting Union, and Natak FC wins

Depay leads Netherlands to 3-0 shutout of Germany

Maradona lashes out at Messi, says Barca star not a leader

Vinoo Mankad U-19 Trophy: Nagaland 
trash Pondicherry by 113 runs

Football exhibition match on Oct. 19

Jonathan Rongsen bats for basic cricketing 
techniques for better foundation in Nagaland

AP/PTI

Novak Djokovic of Serbia kisses the trophy after winning the Shanghai 
Masters men’s final against Borna Coric of Croatia in Shanghai, China on 
Sun. Oct. 14.

PTI

Indian cricket team poses with the winning trophy after beating West Indies in the second cricket test match, in Hyderabad on Sun. Oct 14.

File photo of Jonathan Rongsen.

Amsterdam, Oct. 14 (IANS): A spec-
tacular game by the Netherlands' 
left winger Memphis Depay, who 
scored the second goal and was no-
table for his technical skills, helped 
defeat a German squad that looked 
eternally off-balance and even 
when a clear scoring possibility 
presented itself, made nothing of it.

The German squad was com-
ing off some positive results in its 
last two games, with a tie against 
France and a victory over Peru, but 
this Saturday night was a reminder 
of its poor performance in the 2018 
World Cup in Russia, when it was 
eliminated early on.

What it takes home from Am-
sterdam is a painful memory and 
the future of coach Joachim Low 

in doubt. Germany has not lost to 
the Netherlands since 2002, and in 
UEFA Nations League competitions 
since 1992, reports Efe news.

Nonetheless, Germany had 
its chances but 
some wildly 
o f f - t a r g e t 
shots, plus 
the fact that 
G e r m a n 
goalkeeper 
M a n u e l 
N e u e r 
looked con- f u s e d  o n 
m o r e  t h a n one occasion, plus 
a sound orange defense, made it 
a night the visitors might rather 
forget.

After some minutes of uncer-

tainty at the start, the Netherlands 
took control of the ball and was 
more in charge of the field as the 
minutes ticked by.

Winger Memphis Depay started 
his show with elusive moves with 

the ball and passes 
with surgical pre-

cision, 
catch-
ing the 
G e r -

man de-
fense off-

guard on more than one occasion.
As when his corner kick got an 

ineffective response from keeper 
Neuer, and after an unsuccessful 
shot by Ryan Babel, the ball was 
finally headed into the net by Virgil 

Van Dijk to make it 1-0 at minute 30.
After the first minutes of the 

second half, the changes made 
by the German coach by bringing 
in Julian Draxler and Leroy Sane 
seemed to stabilize his men, who 
attacked more and kept better 
possession of the ball, but all was 
in vain.

Still, it was not until minute 87 
that the Netherlands player Quin-
cy Promes raced down the right 
touchline, tipped the ball to Depay, 
who, alone in front of Germany's 
goalkeeper, booted a low, flat shot 
that made it a 2-0 game.

With the winner and loser al-
ready determined, Wijnaldum 
scored another goal to boost his 
team to a 3-0 victory.

Buenos Aires, Oct. 14 (IANS): Ar-
gentine legend Diego Maradona 
feels Lionel Messi is not a leader 
and should not be considered a 
footballing god.

"We shouldn't deify Messi 
any longer. He's Messi when 
he plays for Barcelona. Messi is 
Messi when he wears that shirt, 
and he's another Messi with 
Argentina," he told Fox Sports.

"He's a great player but he's 
not a leader. It's useless trying to 
make a leader out of a man who 
goes to the toilet 20 times before 

a game."
Maradona, who along with 

Brazilian legend Pele, is widely 
considered to be among the 
best players of all time, coached 
the Argentine squad at the 2010 
World Cup. 

That Argentine team, who 
featured Messi as their main 
star, topped their group and beat 
Mexico 3-1 in the second round 
before being thrashed 4-0 by 
Germany in the quarter-finals.

Messi is yet to win any sil-
verware for Argentina but has 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): Week 4 of the CPL Sea-
son 4 saw CASE FC, Joga Bonito, Sporting Union, 
and Natak FC move ahead with wins drawing 
three points each on Sat. Oct. 13, according to an 
update received here on Sunday.

Nizams FC were displaced from the top of 
the table as they were outplayed 1-3 by Natak FC 
to claim the top spot on goal difference. Within 
minutes of starting the match, Supong beat the 
Nizams defense to score the opening goal for 
Natak.

As the Nizams began to attack, Pele leveled 

the score with a well struck goal with a long range 
effort. However, in the 22nd minute, a penalty was 
awarded to Natak FC as the ball struck the hand 
of a Nizams defender inside the D-box, which 
Rohit safely converted adding to the tally. As both 
teams fought hard to take possession and made 
multiple shots on target, it was Pokhotso who 
sealed the game for the Nataks with a knuckleball 
shot which the Nizams custodian failed to save.

In other matches, Joga Bonito outshined Ru-
boo United 5-1, CASE FC defeated Super Strikers 
3-1, and Sporting Union beat Trinity Sporting 6-3.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The 3rd edition football 
exhibition match between 
Seniors FC, Angami Stu-
dents Union (ASU) and 
Kohima Bar Association 
(KBA) will be played on 
Oct. 19 at 1.30 pm at the 
Kohima local ground.

Addressing the func-
tion at a formal release of 
Seniors FC football jersey, 
the Seniors FC officials 
and players expressed 
happiness that the exhibi-
tion match is also a part 
of the ongoing 19th NSF 

Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy, 
organised by the Angami 
Students Union (ASU) 
which is currently under-
way at the Kohima local 
ground under the theme 
‘Goal for Peace’.

The team manage-
ment also disclosed that 
the officials and players 
of Seniors FC are all well 
experienced in their field 
and was looking forward 
to playing the exhibition 
match and not taking 
lightly the Kohima Bar As-
sociation team.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Jonathan Rongsen who 
led the Nagaland senior 
cricket team to its maiden 
entry into first class cricket 
tournament won five out of 
the eight matches in Vijay 
Hazare Trophy in Gujarat; 
thus making him the most 
successful skipper among 
the Northeast teams mak-
ing their debut in Group D 
(plate) of BCCI domestic 
season.

Dur ing the month 
long tournament, Naga-
land team managed to 
beat the neighboring states 
of Meghalaya, Sikkim, 
Arunachal Pradesh, and 
Mizoram but narrowly lost 
to Uttrakhand, Puducherry, 
Bihar and couldn't qualify 
for the playoff. 

Jonathan has been a 
regular start in the Karna-
taka Premier League and 

also the second highest run 
gatherer in KPL crossing the 
1000 runs mark. 

Despite being playing 
in Karnataka and the Rail-
way for many years, he al-
ways had a dream to come 
back and play for the state. 
Speaking to Eastern Mirror, 
Jonathan Rongsen with 
pride says he was proud to 
represent the state in the 
first class cricket. He said 
"nothing like representing 
our own state in the highest 
competitive tournament in 
India."

The 32 year old Jona-
than was proud of his team 
and their contribution in 
the tournament, "our boys 
did the best they could" 
he said. 

On being asked about 
areas where Nagaland 
cricket needs to be im-
proved, he said "we Naga 
cricketers need to focus 

Shanghai, Oct. 14 (Re-
uters): Novak Djokovic 
continued his scintillating 
run of form as he breezed 
past Croatian Borna Coric 
6-3 6-4 to win the Shanghai 
Masters title for the fourth 
time on Sunday.

With a clever mix of 
groundstrokes, the 31-year-
old Serb broke Coric's serve 
in the sixth game and made 
a series of forays to the net 
as he consolidated his lead.

The Serb grabbed the 
opening set with a hold to 
love, having dropped just 
four points on his serve 
overall.

Coric, who collected 
one of the biggest wins 
of his career by defeating 
Roger Federer in the semi-
finals, looked far from his 
best in his first ATP Mas-
ters final as he dropped his 
serve in the opening game 
of the second set.

The 21-year-old saved 
three match points to hold 
serve in the ninth game 
before Djokovic served out 

Hyderabad, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
India registered their tenth 
consecutive Test series win 
at home as Virat Kohli's 
men crushed the West In-
dies by 10 wickets in the 
second and final cricket 
Test at the Rajiv Gandhi 
International Stadium here 
on Sunday.

Once again, it was a 
cakewalk for India in the 
second innings after being 
handed a paltry 72-run tar-
get by the tourists. Openers 
Prithvi Shaw (33 not out) 
and Lokesh Rahul (33 not 
out) guided the side home 
with ease in just 16.1 overs 
on the third day of the Test.

After scoring 367 runs in 
their first innings in reply to 
the West Indies' 311, India 
bowled out the visitors for 
127 runs in the second in-
nings on Sunday, setting 
themselves a 72-run target.

Pacer Umesh Yadav was 
the wrecker-in-chief with 
match figures of 10/133 and 
became the third Indian 
pacer with a ten-wicket 
haul in a home Test.

The right-armer, who 
had figures of 6/88 in the 
first innings, bagged four 
wickets in the second in-
nings conceding 45 runs 
and was also adjudged the 
'Man of the Match'.

India had crushed the 
tourists by an innings and 
272 runs in the first Test at 
Rajkot.

On Sunday, India re-
sumed the proceedings at 
308/4 and lost five wickets 
in quick succession before 
Ravichandran Ashwin (35) 
and Shardul Thakur (4 not 
out) added 28 runs for the 
last wicket.

Pacer and skipper Ja-
son Holder returned with 
impressive figures of 5/56 
as he shattered the Indian 
lower middle order.

Ajinkya Rahane (80) fell 
to Holder early in the morn-
ing session after adding just 
five runs to his overnight 
score. Holder then dis-

missed Ravindra Jadeja on 
a duck, while pacer Shan-
non Gabriel packed back 
a well settled Pant (92) to 
leave India reeling at 322/7.

Kuldeep Yadav too fell 
cheaply to Holder after 
contributing six runs while 
Umesh Yadav (2) also failed 
to make much impact as In-
dia's scorecard read 339/9. 

Ashwin and Shardul 
then showed some resis-
tance to take their side past 
the 350-run mark.

Gabriel finally per-
formed the last rites as he 
bowled out Ashwin as India 

managed to take a 56-run 
lead in reply to the West 
Indies' first innings total of 
311 runs.

In the post-lunch ses-
sion, the visitors looked 
to be in a hurry as the In-
dian bowlers came all guns 
blazing to demolish the 
Caribbean top-order, who 
were tottering at 45/4 at 
one stage. 

Sunil Ambris (38) tried 
to put up a fight but lacked 
support from the other end 
as the entire team fell like 
a pack of cards and could 
only manage to put on 127 

runs, handing India a mea-
gre 72-run target.

Apart from Umesh, off-
spinner Ravindra Jadeja 
looked good for his three 
wickets, conceding just 12 
runs. The two sides will now 
clash in the five-match ODI 
rubber, starting October 21 
in Guwahati.

Brief scores: 
West Indies: 311 and 

127 (Sunil Ambris 38, Shai 
Hope 28; Umesh Yadav 
4/45) lost to India: 367 and 
75/0 (Lokesh Rahul 33 not 
out, Prithvi Shaw 33 not 
out) by 10 wickets.

to clinch his fourth title of 
the season.

Djokovic, who has re-
turned to his brutal best this 
season with Grand Slam 
wins at Wimbledon and the 
U.S Open, will surpass Fe-
derer as world number two 
when the next edition of the 
ATP rankings are released 

on Monday.
The 14-times Grand 

Slam champion extended 
his winning streak to 18 
matches as he continues to 
chase Rafa Nadal's world 
number one crown, with 
the Spaniard skipping the 
Asian swing to recover from 
a knee injury.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
With seven matches re-
maining to decide the new 
champions of the 19th NSF 
Martyrs' Memorial Trophy, 
the quarter-final matches 
will begin on Monday at the 
Kohima local ground. 

A total of 192 goals 
were scored so far at the 
ratio of 4.9 goals per match 
wherein 12 hat-tricks were 
scored by 11 players, and 
four tie-breakers to decide 
the match winner. 39 teams 
were relegated so far in 39 
matches including 88 yel-
low cards and a red card 
shown until the 19th day of 
the tournament where the 
pre-quaterfinal round cul-
minated on Saturday. 

On Monday, in the first 
quarter-final match, Mon-
sang S.U (Manipur) will 
take on Tribal Brothers FC, 
while Phesama Y.O will play 
against Meriema V.Y.O in 
the second match.  

Neidilhou Keditsu, Jt. 
Director, Economics & Sta-

more in basic cricketing 
techniques to make our 
foundation stronger.

He said the interest 
of cricket in the state will 

eventually increase each 
year and more Nagas will 
play. The more cricketers in 
Nagaland, the better com-
petition and also a better 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): Nagaland defeat-
ed Pondicherry by 113 runs in the ongoing 
BCCI Premier One Day tournament for the 
U-19 boys group—Vinoo Mankad Trophy, 
underway at Bhubaneshwar for Group-D.

With this win, Nagaland has won three 
matches, drawn 1 and lost to Bihar.

Brief score:
Nagaland won the toss and elected to 

bat first
Nagaland: 154 all out in 41 overs
Vipul-33 runs, Upanshu-25 runs, Josh-

ua-12 runs, Hem-38 n.o. and Tohuka-12 

runs.
For Pondicherry, KSS Varma, Nipun, 

and Arbaaz took two wickets each.
Pondicherry: 41 all out in 20 overs
Nipun- 16 runs
For Nagaland, Yash Tandon took 8 wick-

ets in 10 over.
Nagaland will next play against Mani-

pur on Oct. 16.
In another update Nagaland U-19 

women’s team lost to Jharkhand by eight 
wickets in a BCCI T20 tournament at 
Dharamshala in Himachal Pradesh.

team, he said.
While the captain en-

couraged the youngsters 
in the state not to be a sea-
sonal player but focus only 
in cricket throughout the 
year if they were to take 
cricket seriously. 

Jonathan was optimistic 
that Nagaland cricket is 
growing very fast 'and in 
few years cricket will surely 
overtake football'.

In his debut for Vijay 
Hazare Trophy representing 
Nagaland team, he scored 
211 runs, and took 3 wickets 
in eight matches. He scored 
his highest 89 runs against 
Puducherry but the team 
lost the match. 

Team Nagaland will also 
be participating in the Ranji 
Trophy starting from Nov. 
1, 2018 and the training 
session will begin from Oct. 
15 onwards in Dimapur, he 
informed. 

tistics and Seyievilie Peter 
Zashumo, PS to Speaker, 
NLA will attend the match 
as patron for the first 
and second quarter-final 
matches.

Meanwhile, the organ-
iser has informed that the 
gallery ticket price will be 

enhanced to INR 50 from 
quarter-finals round on-
wards.

Monday’s quarter-final 
matches 

Monsang S.U (Manipur) vs 
Tribal Brothers at 12 pm

Phesama Y. O vs Meriema V. 
Y. O at 2pm

won every possible honour with 
his club FC Barcelona and is a 
five-time FIFA World Player of 

the Year.
Messi has been on the losing 

side in all four of his finals with 
Argentina -- three in the Copa 
America and at the 2014 World 
Cup -- and has not scored in four 
World Cup knockout stages.

Maradona, who now coach-
es second-tier side Dorados in 
Mexico, added Messi's break 
was sensible.

"I wouldn't call him up right 
now, but never say never," he 
said. "We have to take the pres-
sure off him."


