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Binchilo Thong speaking at the valedictory programme of the 
regional conference at Kohima on Thursday. 
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 11 (EMN): Cit-
ing difficulties in acquiring 
land for the state govern-
ment as one of the major 
challenges hindering devel-
opment of Nagaland, Chief 
Secretary R Binchilo Thong 
on Thursday said there was 
an urgent need to examine 
the constitutional provi-
sions of Article 371 (A) and 
the land tenure systems, 
particularly the creation of 
appropriate and modern 
land record systems. 

Speaking at the vale-
dictory programme of the 
two-day regional confer-
ence on ‘Good governance 
initiatives’, Thong reasoned 
that this would create an 
appropriate environment 
for development ‘to emerge 
in the right direction’, es-
pecially investment in the 
state, and also facilitate the 
commoditisation of land.

The chief secretary also 
cited unfriendly terrain and 
low population density, 
lack of connectivity, lack 
of capital formation and 
poor banking culture, lack 
of right environment for 
investment, the peculiar 
land laws and land tenure 
systems, poor access to the 
markets of India as a result 
of remoteness, isolation as 
some of the reasons why the 
Northeast region remains 

‘backward.’  
He however pointed out 

the advantage for the NE re-
gion was its ‘ethnic compo-
sition of the people, which 
can make trade and com-
merce interface smoother 
and can emerge as a very 
significant player, provided 
the necessary infrastruc-
tures are put into place.’

In the context of Naga-
land, he said, it was crucial 
that the four-lane highway 
being built currently be-
tween Dimapur and Ko-
hima should be extended 
to cover the Kohima-Imphal 
link by 2022. Thong also 
suggested that the rail link 
between Dimapur and Zub-
za should be extended be-
yond to enable Nagaland to 
assimilate into the expected 
trade with Myanmar and 
the other ASEAN countries 
via the Act East Policy. 

In the aftermath of Na-
galand witnessing one of 
the worst monsoon dis-
asters in recent memory, 
Thong shared that ‘the main 
aspect of rebuilding after 
disaster is a herculean task 
due the poor resource posi-
tion of the Northeast states.’ 
He stated that it has become 
imperative for the states to 
start thinking in terms of so-
cial security net by putting 
into place systems such as 
disaster risk financing and 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 11: For the average 
Naga students in school, the mere 
mention of mathematics provokes 
dread. Just the thought of applying 
various math formulae to solve 
problems (complex or otherwise) 
sends most students into fright. 

 On this year’s Teachers’ Day, 
the advisor to School Education, 
KT Sukhalu had gone on record 
saying ‘high school teachers strug-
gle with teaching students because 
most of the students have weak 
elementary foundation. This gives 
Nagaland the dubious distinction 
of having a weak academic base.’

According to him, the ‘poor 
performance’ of Nagaland schools 
– especially in the subjects of in 
mathematics and science – was 
not encouraging and ‘very much 
below the national average.’

"The annual status of educa-
tion report 2017 says that only 
30.4% of students in the age group 
14-18 years in Nagaland can suc-
cessfully do simple division arith-
metic as against the national av-
erage of 43.1%. Calculation and 
evaluation can be managed by 
only 37.7% of the children com-
pared to the national average of 
50%," he had revealed. 

During a concentrated inter-
view conducted by Eastern Mirror 

with mathematics teachers, the 
most common concern identified 
by the latter was the ‘phobia of 
math’ instilled among the students 
at the elementary stage. 

This fear, according to the 
teachers, is injected by the elders 
in particular. The idea of math as 
a tough subject implanted during 
a student’s early years has created 
the phobia of math, and students 
grow up considering it a ‘curse’, 
according to the teachers.

The teachers also cited lack 
of sincerity and curiosity among 
the students. However, it was sug-
gested that the students were not 
entirely at fault, as ‘learning itself is 
not made interesting.’ 

According to the principal 
of Christian Higher Secondary 
School Dimapur, S Moatemsu 
Walling, mathematics should 
not scare students but generate 
curiosity and love of numbers. 
He suggested introducing math 
labs in schools to take the subject 
outside classrooms and make it 
interesting. 

The school’s math teach-
ers, Sandip N Dutta and Bith-
an Chakraborty who have been 
teaching for more than 20 years, 
observed that the received idea 
that math was a 'tough' subject 
makes it harder for students. 

They asserted that Naga stu-
dents are ‘necessarily not weak’ 
in the subject but lack of interest 
‘and more importantly the idea 
instilled by the elders that the 
subject is tough’ makes it difficult 
to generate interest among the 
students.

“Mathematics was like a curse 
because from the students' foun-
dation, the fear was instilled and 
this curse needs to be removed 
for the coming generation," said 
Chakraborty.  

An assistant professor at Tetso 
College in Dimapur, Monjit Roy 
who has been teaching the sub-
ject for 10 years, was of the view 
that ‘the weak foundation’ has left 
students detesting the subject. 
Citing an example, he said even 
if Naga students pursue science 
after matriculation, they do not 
choose math, which is an optional 
paper. “This affects them when 
they reach degree course,” he said. 

According to Roy, the ‘teach-
ing-learning process’ should be 
a two-way, where both should 
contribute through concerted ef-
fort and ‘the government should 
support the subject instead of the 
clemency practised in the High 
School Leaving Certificate exami-
nation’ so that students give the 
subject more importance.      

Manoj Bhattacharjee, the prin-
cipal of Pranab Vidyapith Higher 
Secondary School (PVHSS), Di-
mapur told Eastern Mirror that 
when they started the secondary 
level with Commerce stream there 
were no enrolments of Naga stu-
dent but at present, the numbers 
were considerable.

However, Bhattacharjee said 
that Naga parents were spending 
around INR 3000 per month on 
math tuition for their children.       

During the second session of 
the Thirteenth Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly in September, Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio had dis-
closed that 99 government schools 
in Nagaland had no teachers for 
mathematics and science. 

On this, Bhattacharjee said 
'there was no production of teach-
ers for math and science subject 
in the state because most of them 
work for a couple of months in 
private schools and leave for jobs 
in the government sector while 
those who are capable work out-
side the state.’ 

The principal shared an in-
stance where a school in Tening 
under Peren district had to bring 
in three teachers from Maharash-
tra for some few months to teach 
math because there was no one 
else to teach the students there! 

For development’s sake, revise 
landholding system — Chief secretary 

Northeast students' body demands NRC in entire region

Math phobia: How the problems added up in Nagaland
New Delhi, Oct. 11 (PTI): 
The BJP expects its leader 
and Union minister M J 
Akbar to offer an explana-
tion to the party's top brass 
on the allegations of sexual 
harassment against him 
before it takes a call on his 
future, sources said.

A party leader said the 
allegations levelled against 
the Union minister of state 
for external affairs were se-
rious but added that there 
were several aspects to it, 
including that there was no 
legal case against him.

Some Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leaders are of the 
view that the charges against 
Akbar would do no good to 
the party's image in the run-
up to crucial state Assembly 
elections and the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls, more so when 
the party has gone on an 
overdrive to highlight the 
Narendra Modi government's 
"pro-women credentials".

Several women have 
shared their stories of sexual 
harassment by Akbar when 
he was an editor of a news-
paper on the social media, 

where the #MeToo move-
ment is raging on for days.

Akbar, who is on a trip 
abroad, has so far not of-
fered any comment in pub-
lic over the issue.

Smriti Irani was the first 
Union minister to make 
more direct remarks on the 
#MeToo movement, hoping 
that the women speaking 
out got justice. To a ques-
tion on Akbar, she said in 
Mumbai that it was for him 
to issue a statement.

"The gentleman con-
cerned would be in a better 
position to speak on the 
issue. I appreciate that the 
media is accosting his fe-
male colleagues, but I think 
it is for the gentleman con-
cerned to issue a statement, 
not for me," Irani said.

She added that anybody 
speaking out should in no 
way be shamed, victimised 
or mocked.

"That is my only ap-
peal to everybody who is 
witnessing this surge of 
outpouring of emotions of 
anger on the internet and 
offline also," Irani said.

Akbar under #MeToo cloud: 
BJP waits for his explanation   
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other insurance mecha-
nisms.

Thong also underscored 
the need for complete 
devolution of the Village 
Development Board and 
Communitisation Act at the 
grassroots to enable them to 
be active partners and col-
laborators in achieving the 
state’s vision and sustaina-
ble development strategies. 
While informing that Naga-
land has been successfully 
implementing the Act, he 
suggested further review of 

the existing arrangements 
and evaluation of the effec-
tiveness and capabilities of 
these institutions.

Observing that the de-
velopment of the banking 
sector in the Northeast in 
general, and Nagaland in 
particular, has been un-
satisfactory, he was of the 
view that there is a need 
for higher financial sup-
port to micro-financing 
institutions in the banking 
system to reach the un-
reached areas.

Also noting that non-
scientific use of medicinal 
plants is on the verge of 
extinction, Thong stressed 
on the need to promote sale 
of organic products and the 
need to have NEC funding 
scheme for lab analysis for 
traces of chemicals.

He expressed confi-
dence that the conference’s 
objective of ‘cross learn-
ing and replication’ would 
be possible in the region 
given the similar conditions 
prevailing in the Northeast 
states, the Himalayan states 
and other hilly regions.

The additional secre-
tary of Department of Ad-
ministrative Reforms and 
Public Grievances, Vasudha 
Mishra expressed hope that 
the information shared at 
the conference would be 
replicated all the states of 
the region. 

A Nagaland government 
officer expressed satisfac-
tion with the conduct of the 
programme and opined 
that more of the kind should 
be organised for exposure 
and exchange of ideas and 
knowledge.

Another officer said he 
found the practice of adop-
tion of schools by officers in 
other states interesting and 
was of the view that it could 
be replicated in Nagaland 
as well.

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (PTI): An 
influential students' body 
of the north-east Thursday 
urged the Centre to imple-
ment the National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) in the 
entire region to detect and 
deport the illegal immi-
grants living there.

The North East Stu-
dents' Organisation (NESO) 
also claimed that China 
continued to issue staple 
visa to those residents of 
Arunachal Pradesh, who 
desired to travel to the 
neighbouring country, and 
urged the Centre to take up 
the issue with the Chinese 
authorities.

"Infiltration of illegal 
immigrants from Bangla-
desh is continuing una-
bated. We demand that like 
Assam, the NRC should 
be implemented in all the 
other north-eastern states," 
NESO chairman Samuel B 
Jyrwa told a press confer-

Chopper service: Centre increases 
Nagaland’s flying hour limit 

Power interruption in Dimapur 
over four-lane road works

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): The Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs has agreed ‘in 
principle’ to enhance the flying hours of 
the state’s helicopter service by 720 hours 
per year – taking the total flying hour ceil-
ing to 1200 hours per year. 

In a statement issued on Thursday, 
the Nagaland State Transport department 
informed that with the increase of flying 
hours, the government of Nagaland can 
now induct one more helicopter to the 
existing service to ferry ‘passengers and 
patients at subsidised fare including the 
far-flung and remote areas, affordable by 
the common men.’

It informed that the state helicopter 
service is operated under the subsidy 
scheme of Union Ministry of Home Af-

fairs with 75% of the cost borne by the 
Centre and the rest 25% by the Nagaland 
government. “With this approval, the state 
government of Nagaland could be able to 
fulfil the requirements as sought by the 
ministry, GoI and guidelines of DGCA for 
operation of the state helicopter service, 
inducting one more helicopter in view 
of the increasing demand of helicopter 
service in the state,” the statement read.  

While announcing the news, the de-
partment also mentioned that the persist-
ent and untiring efforts of Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio and P Paiwang Konyak, the 
minister of Transport, Civil Aviation, 
Railways and Land Resources, have paid 
rich dividend in getting the nod from the 
Union Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 11: The 
executive engineer of Di-
mapur electrical division, 
Imsenkaba Jamir has in-
formed in a statement that 
consumers under electri-
cal sub-division No-II, Di-
mapur will face frequent 
power interruptions and 
load shedding because of 
four-lane works from Pura-
na Bazaar to Chumukedima 
and IPDS project works.

While speaking to East-

ern Mirror, Jamir said that 
the works were already in 
progress, which includes, 
shifting of current util-
ity pole (electric post) away 
from the national highway 
road, and changing of pow-
er lines.

He mentioned that the 
load shedding would occur 
only in the early hours. He 
added that “sudden power 
shutdown and interruption 
will also take place.”

On being asked about 

the estimated time of com-
pletion, the engineer said 
that a specific time could 
not be furnished, as the 
department will face cer-
tain problems during the 
conduct, including ‘dealing 
with the landowners.’ 

“It is very difficult to give 
the time but we will try to 
complete the work as early 
as possible,” he added. He 
requested the consumers 
to bear with the inconven-
iences.

Nagaland among 23 states/UTs ordered to 
submit plans on combating air pollution 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 11: The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) had ordered 23 states and union 
territories, including Nagaland, to prepare 
action plans to bring the air quality standard 
within the prescribed limit in two months.

According to NGT, headed by Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel, the action plans may 
be forwarded to the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board by December 31.  The chairman 
of CPCB will approve of the plans by January 
31, 2019.

"The action plan will include compo-
nents like identification of source and its 
apportionment considering sectors like ve-
hicular pollution, industrial pollution, dust 
pollution, construction activities, garbage 
burning, agricultural pollution including 
pollution caused by burning of crop residue, 
residential, and indoor pollution etc.The 
action plan shall also consider measures 
for strengthening of Ambient Air Quality 
monitoring and steps for public awareness 
including issuing of advisory to public for 
prevention and control of air pollution and 
involvement of schools, colleges and other 
academic institutions and awareness pro-
grammes," the NGT said.

The states and union territories with 
their number of cities to prepare action 
plans were: Maharashtra (17 cities), Uttar 

Pradesh (15), Punjab (9), Himachal Pradesh 
(7), Odisha and Madhya Pradesh (6 each), 
Assam, Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan (5 
each), Karnataka (4), Bihar, Chhattisgarh 
and Telangana (3 each), Gujarat, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Nagaland and Uttarakhand 
(2 each), and Jharkhand, Delhi, Chandigarh, 
Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal 
(1 each).

Quality of air in Dimapur
According to the Nagaland Pollution Con-
trol Board, the annual average concentra-
tion of Respirable Suspended Particulate 
Matter (RSPM) during the year 2011 to 
2017 in Dimapur showed an increasing 
trend over the years with the highest level of 
141μg/m3 recorded in the year 2017 against 
the permissible annual average limit of 
60μg/m3.

The board concluded that the RSPM 
contained 140 microgram per cubic me-
tres (mpcm) in 2017, which was 80 mpcm 
higher than the permissible level and the 
highest since 2011.

It may be mentioned that some of the 
major sources of air pollution in the city 
included- road dust, vehicular emissions, 
burning of waste, pollution from small scale 
industries and construction and demolition 
activities.          (With inputs from PTI)

ence here.
The NRC, a list of As-

sam's citizens, is currently 
being updated under the 
Supreme Court's supervi-
sion.

A NESO delegation 
met Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and Union 
Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju Wednesday and 
placed the demands.

The apex body of the 
students' organisations of 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland and Tripura 
also strongly opposed the 

proposed move to amend 
the Citizenship Act, saying 
this would allow the illegal 
immigrants to take up In-
dian citizenship.

According to the draft 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill 2016, the government 
intends to grant citizenship 
to the Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, 
Buddhists and Christians, 
who have faced alleged 
religious persecution in 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan and taken shel-
ter in India.

"Irrespective of their re-
ligion, we consider anyone 
living in India without valid 
documents as illegal immi-
grants," said NESO advisor 
Samujjal K Bhattacharjya.

He also claimed that 
China continued to issue 
staple visa to the residents 
of Arunachal Pradesh and 
said the Centre must inter-
vene to put an end to the 
practice.



Literary competition held in Sakus Mission college 
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Winners of the literary competition seen here along with lecturers at 
Sakus Mission College.

Left to right: KG Kenye, Neiba Kronu and new officials of the Chakhesang Mothers Association during the 11th triennial general session at Pfutsero.

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
The Department of His-
tory, Sakus Mission College 
organised a ‘declamation 
competition’ at its college 
auditorium on the resound-
ing speech of  Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King “I have a 
dream”. 

Declamation is a rhe-
torical exercise or set 
speech and is usually held 
in educational institutions 
to mould the oratory skills 
of the students.  

MRVC: Nearly 2 lakh 
children vaccinated 
Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): The mega state-wide Measles-
Rubella  Vaccination Campaign (MRVC) being conducted 
by the Department of Health and Family Welfare (Do-
HFW) has so far vaccinated 1,85,481 across the state. 

“A total of 1919 school sessions and 321 outreach ses-
sions were conducted in Nagaland till 9thOctober 2018, 
without any untoward incidents,” informed Dr. G.R Rio, 
Medical Officer UIP, Directorate of Health and Family 
Welfare in a press release. 

He thanked the parents, children of the target groups, 
health workers and development partners for helping the 
department in successfully vaccinating the children of 
the target population in the state.  

Dr. Rio said that the directorate has been moving  
forward amidst various rumours against vaccination on 
social media but we are determined to achieve the target 
set forth in the remaining 29 days of MRVC. 

“The Department earnestly appeals to all parents to 
cooperate and come forth to get all children between 
9 months - 15 years to be immunized with MR vaccine 
and be protected with the life-threatening Measles and 
Rubella diseases,” said Dr. Rio. 

He also expressed immense gratitude to the religious 
leaders, the different organisations, and individuals for 
coming out openly to dispel the misinformation and 
doubts being spread about the vaccination campaign. 

“We look forward to achieve our targets. Therefore, 
your continues valuable support will be highly appreci-
ated,” Dr. Rio added. 

CRPF assists Naga youths’ foray into armed forces 

Training on bio-medical 
waste management held 

Tseminyu SDPDB meeting held on Oct. 10

Dimapur, Oct. 11  (EMN): With an 
aim to enable the Naga youths to 
enter into the armed forces, the 173 
Battalion CRPF, Airfield Dimapur has 
taken the initiative for assisting the 
unemployed youth of Nagaland with 
an objective to give them platform in 
the armed forces as well as to prepare 
them for job opportunities in various 
organisations. 

Mention may be made that the 
Staff Selection Commission (SSC)  
has recently advertised recruitment 

for constable on General Duty in 
various Central Paramilitary Forces 
consisting CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP, 
SSB, AR, SSF and NIA with a total 
vacancy of 54, 953 ( Male-47307 and 
Female-7646).

In this regard, 173 Battalion CRPF, 
Airfield Dimapur has been mobilis-
ing the Naga youth for enrollment by 
assisting them through online regis-
trations  of forms as per the requisite. 
A total of 598 Naga youths( male-486 
and female-102)  has successfully 

registered through the assistance of 
the said CRPF unit. Since 3rd Sep-
tember 2018, trained staffs of this unit 
has been giving free ‘Staff Selection 
Commission’ coaching classes and 
physical endurance test during the 
morning and evening hours to the 
registered candidates. The battalion 
initiated the programme, for creating 
awareness to the candidates and to 
make them adapt to the examina-
tion/tests that they would be under-
going  very soon, the DIPR updated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
A two-day training on bio-
medical waste manage-
ment was held on   October 
9 and 10 at the office of the 
Chief Medical Officer, and 
at Dr. Motsuo Memorial 
District Hospital Wokha.

Resource team from 
state led by Dr. Atoshe 
Sema Addl. Project Di-
rector (NHP) Health and 

Family Welfare; Akumsashi 
Ao, Consultant WATSAN 
(NHP), Renthungo Ngullie 
Consultant Solar (NHP), 
Ranjeeth Paul, Team lead-
er, PMC (NHP) conducted 
the ‘PILOT phase’ training 
at the District. The training 
schedule included an in-
troduction to bio-medical 
waste management, rules 
and regulations etc.

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): Tsem-
inyu Sub-divisional Planning and 
Development Board conducted its 
monthly meeting on Oct. 10 at the 
DB’s customary court building in 
ADC office where different issues 
regarding the development of the 
sub-division was discussed. 

The Board reviewed the last 
meeting minutes and discussed pro-
grams with regard to development 
of Rumishinyu village, the SDPDB’s 
adopted village where the house 
decided that the SDPDB meeting for 
the month of December will be held 
at Rumishinyu Village. The ADC and 
chairman, Nokchasashi Ao asked all 

the members to attend the same.
As proposed in the last SDPDB 

meeting, the inspector of Food and 
Civil Supply Tseminyu, Sashila gave 
a brief report on the schemes be-
ing implemented for the benefits 
of the beneficiaries under the PHH 
and AAY schemes. She informed the 
house that after a gap of three years 
the allocation of food grain under 
Annapurna Scheme which entitled 
the benefits of a beneficiary by 10 
kg. of rice per month, has been re-
ceived for six months (from April to 
Sept/2018),  where identifications 
of beneficiaries have also been car-
ried out. 

Concerning the ongoing MR vac-
cination campaign, SMO Tseminyu 
Dr. Tinenlo apprised the house that 
health workers in the sub-division 
are on their job tirelessly and said 
that 67.9 per cent of the total targeted 
school children under the area cov-
ered by CHC Tseminyu Town have 
been vaccinated successfully. SMO 
also said that so far 1955 children 
have been successfully vaccinated 
under Tseminyu town CHC. Another 
MR vaccination day has been fixed 
again at BHSS Tseminyu i.e. on 16th 
October where it is anticipated that 
more children are ready to get MR 
vaccination.

SRCW  observes international 
day of the girl child in Kma.
Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): Commemorating 
the International Day of the Girl Child, the 
state resource centre for women (SRCW), 
under the aegis of the Nagaland state social 
welfare board (NSSWB) organised a pro-
gramme at Mt. Hermon Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima on the theme, ‘with her: a 
skilled girl force’. 

 The State Coordinator of SRCW, Gracy 
Ayee introduced the Beti Bachao,Beti Pad-
hao (save the girl child; educate her) and the 
Nagaland Adolescent Girls’ Club (NAGC). 
She stressed on the different forms of vio-
lence that is taking place every day. 

Saying that women and girls are vulner-
able to all forms of violence, Ayee encour-
aged the participants on the importance 
of education as a means of empowerment. 
“When you have education, you are em-
powering yourself,” she said. 

A topic on Child Sexual Abuse and (Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual Offenses 
Act) 2012 (POCSO) was highlighted by 
AjabuTungoe of SRCW.She briefed on the 
importance of the Act and that Child Sexual 
Abuse can occuranywhere including the 
schools, at home or in the streets. 

Renthunglo Kikon of 181 Women 
Helpline,while deliberating on safe sex 
and healthy lifestyle, encouraged that one 
should not shy away from attaining the 
information on ‘sex education.’

Cerina Belho of Women Helpline ex-
plained on the importance of health and 
personal hygiene to the girls and the de-
velopmental changes they undergo during 
adolescent stage. 

A brief introduction on 181 Women Hel-
pline, a 24 hour emergency response service, 
and Sakhi- One Stop Centre that provides 
integrated support for women affected by 
violence was presented by ChothalüPhesao 
and Toli K Assumi respectively. A short dem-
onstration on ‘sexual abuse’ was shown to 
the students on ‘how the women Helpline 
and Sakhi- One Stop Centre functions’. The 
act further exhibited how cases are tackled 
and referred to the appropriate agencies. 

The Associate Director of Mt. Her-
mon Hr. Sec School, Wunchipem Raman 
thanked the SRCW for conducting the spe-
cial workshop for the students, this was 
stated in a press release received here on 
Thursday. 

CMA triennial general session concludes
STATE

DMC convenes meeting  of 
colony chairmen/GB on Oct. 16 
The Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) has asked 
all the colony chairman/GBs to a meeting on Oct. 
16 at Tourist Lodge from 12 noon. The meeting has 
been called to discuss on the matter regarding the  
wellness centre in 2 urban primary health centres 
in  Dimapur where colony-wise GPS mapping and 
disease profile is to be submitted. The DMC admin-
istrator, Moa Sangtam asked the concern chairman/
GBs to bring 15 youth volunteers to conduct a survey  
for the same matter. 

Workshop on SSAP on Oct. 12
Inception workshop on State Specific Action Plan 
(SSAP) under National Water Mission for Nagaland 
State will be held at the Conference Hall of the Chief 
Secretary, Kohima, Nagaland at 12 pm (evening) on 
12th October 2018.

Wakching area students 
appreciate chief minister 
Students of Wakching area under Mon district on 
Thu. expressed gratitude to Nagaland Chief Minister, 
Neiphiu Rio and teh chief secretary for “initiating the 
matter for realignment of National Highway (SARDP-
NE) Merangkong-Tamlu- Mon Road at Wakching 
portion as requested by the public of Wakching Area”. 
The students’ union under the aegis of ‘Combine 
Wakching Students’ Union’, in a press release ap-
pended by the president of Wakching Town Stu-
dents’ Union, Chingak Konyak; president of Wak-
ching Students’ Union, T Methwang Konyak and 
president of Wakching Chingla Students’ Union, 
Chingjei Konyak said that, on the request of the 
chief minister, the union minister for ‘Road Trans-
port and Highways, Nitin Gadkari “agreed for a final 
survey for an alignment that will be as per National 
Highway specifications”. 

Chankhesang youths to 
organise fundraising prog. 
The Western Chakhesang Youth Organization(WCYO) 
will be organising a fundraiser programme at 4th 
mile Diphupar, Khamo car wash for its upcoming 
biennial sports week which is scheduled to be held 
from Jan. 7-12, 2019.  The organisation will be wash 
cars and also open a food stall where motorists can 
wash their cars and also avail the porridge and corn 
tea etc.  “Your contributions will help encourage our 
young talented sports men and women,” the WCYO 
stated in a press statement. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER REPORT (OCT 11)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA 24.2 13 20.1 95 22.2

DIMAPUR 30 20.2 23.6 92 5.2

WOKHA 21.6 15.8 16.6 96 3.2

ZBT 22.1 14.2 20 98 2.8

MON 28.2 30 19 83 NIL

TUENSANG 21 18 20.5 91 2

MKG 24.4 17.4 17.4 81 5.2

PHEK 23 16 15.3 86 8.6

KIPHIRE 26 16 22.9 95 3.6

SECHÜ ZUBZA 25.5 16 18.5 98 13.8

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 28.2 16.2 18.7 77 4.2

JALUKIE 24 11 15.2 69 12

MANGKOLEMBA 29 21.6 22.3 90 2.4

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
The 2 day 11th Trienni-
al general session of the 
Chakhesang Mothers’ As-
sociation (CMA) success-
fully culminated on Oct. 
10 at Baptist Theological 
College (BTC), Pfutsero. 
Member of Parliament 
Rajya Sabha, Kewezu G. 
Kenye and Minister for 
Planning and Coordina-
tion, Neiba Kronu graced 
the sessions as the inaugu-
ral guest and the valedic-
tory guest respectively. 
The conference was held 
on the theme, “transcend-
ing motherhood respon-
sibility”.

MP, KG Kenye, while 
addressing the gathering 
at the inaugural session, 
stressed on the need to 
preserved the rich tradi-
tional and cultural val-
ues of the forefathers and 
urged mothers to educate 
their children with utmost 
efforts as part of promot-
ing its cultural identity. 

“Mothers have the big 
responsibilities to shoul-
der upon in order to build 
a better society and more 
meaningful way to live in,” 
said Kenye. He urged the 
mothers to initiate a hum-
ble responsibility by im-
parting the basic cultural 

and traditional values to 
instil in the minds of the 
upcoming youngsters.

Congratulating the 
CMA for being thoughtful 
at all times in prayer and 
in works at home, Kenye 
stated that, charity be-
gins at home and appeals 
mothers to continue their 
tireless efforts in bring-
ing up children to a right 
path thereby enabling the 
society to shelter on the 
youngsters one fine day.

At the valedictory ses-
sion, Minister for Plan-
ning and Coordination, 
Neiba Kronu emphasised 
on the important role be-

ing played by the women 
in around the globe. Cit-
ing an instances of high 
position being occupied 
by the women, Kronu 
said, woman are second 
to none and further chal-
lenged the womenfolk to 
move forward with posi-
tive attitude.

while urging all moth-
ers to be more responsible 
in their lives and respect 
the each other to achieved 
a targeted goal without de-
lay, Kronu said that moth-
ers have many roles to play 
in moulding the fragment-
ed society. He therefore, 
urged the mothers to start 

at home with humility in 
their approach. 

He also shared his plan 
and vision for the state 
and said that ‘the present 
day government is aimed 
for the development and 
will soon reached out to 
the people’. 

“I have a plan to de-
veloped roads and power 
connectivity in our district 
as my priority where mas-
sive cooperation’s in all 
corners is required to ex-
ecute the dreaming plans 
to turn in to reality,” the 
minister stated. 

Kronu urged the Cha-
khesang Mothers’ Associa-

tion (CMA) to stand united 
in their endeavours and 
move forward with trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity. He further assured all 
possible assistance to the 
association in the days to 
come.   

Earlier CMA Advisor 
Vechulo-u Kanuo led the 
valedictory session, Dr. 
Kuzhopoyo Tunyi, Pas-
tor, CMCC invokes God’s 
blessings, Vetulu Kronu, 
former Naga Idol finalist 
enthralled the gathering 
with her special appear-
ance, Asune and Hush-
ezulu also entertained the 
congregation  with their 

indigenous songs, words 
of gratitude was delivered 
by CMA Vice-president 
Zhonelu Tunyi.   

Meanwhile, the Cha-
khesang Mothers’ Asso-
ciation has also installed a 
new team of office bearers 
for the tenure 2018-2021 
with Zhonelu Tunyi from 
Kikruma Village as the 
president and Kezevinuo 
Krome as the general sec-
retary. The new team of 
officials were adminis-
tered with holy words and 
a blessing prayer by Rev. 
Dr. Neingupe Chiero, Pas-
tor, Pfutsero Town Baptist 
Church (PTBC).

Pilgrim School celebrates world’s cultural diversity

Students and judges during the cultural day programme of Pilgrim Hr. Sec. School, in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
Pilgrim Higher Secondary 
celebrated its 31st foun-
dation-cum-cultural day 
on the theme ‘celebrating 
cultural diversity across 
the globe’ where parents of 
the school children, school 
board members, GBs and 
Sunday school superin-
tendents from the neigh-
bouring areas attended. 

on the 1st October 2018 
under the theme “Cele-
brating Cultural Diversity 
Across the Globe”. 

 The judges for the day, 
which was held on Oct. 
1, were Joel Ji from South 
Korea, Mikael Romeo from 
Italy, Bryan John from Trini-
dad & Tobago (West Indies) 
and Gregory Englert from 
USA. 

 The principal of the 
School,  Kaini Khekho 
Kikon, while addressing 
the audience, emphasised 
on the importance of bring-
ing the world into the class-

room to give the students a 
better worldview. 

  Saying that the objec-
tive of organising the day 
was to promote respect for 
diversity, understanding 
and tolerance between the 
people in the midst of the 
rising conflicts, radicalisa-
tion and xenophobia based 
on culture, Kikon said that 
diversity of civilisation and 

cultures is a fundamental 
feature of human society 
and a driving force of hu-
man progress. 

 “We cannot have peace 
if we don’t accept and har-
ness diversity. We cannot 
achieve development and 
economic growth if we do 
not embrace diversity. The 
goal of sustaining peace 
and prevention of conflict 

can only be achieved if we 
learn to live together in 
inclusive, just and peaceful 
societies,” said the principal 
of the school. 

After the formal pro-
gram, the judges and 
the invited guests went 
around visiting the class 
rooms to experience the 
cultures of the different 
countries on display and 

interacted with the stu-
dents. Traditional cos-
tumes, political scenario, 
history, flora and fauna, 
language etc. from the 27 
countries from across the 
world were displayed.   

 The guests and the stu-
dents discussed about the 
governing system prides 
and problems of the coun-
tries around the world. 

Charity 

To assist relief efforts in response to the monsoon emergency in various 
parts of Nagaland, battalions of the 7th sector Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of IGAR (North) contributed INR 2 lakh to the chief minister’s relief 
fund.

A press release issued 
by Dr. Samuel Longkumer 

from the college said that a 
brief life Sarah Yeptho of BA 

3rd semester and Nikhuli, 
BA 5th semester bagged 
the first and the second 
positions respectively. All 
participant were given a 
certificate and cash price 
to the winners. . A brief 
life sketch of Rev.  Martin 
Luther King was presented 
to the gathering, stated 
Longkumer while at the 
same time acknowledging 
the college authority for its 
support and encourage-
ment.  
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Mmhonlumo Kikon, centre, and a host of dignitaries from the Suprabha, NRE and others after the inaugural 
session at Kohima on Thursday.

EM Images

Recipients of the first award for ‘peace and socio-political service’ seen here with Harivansh Narayan Singh, and G Kaito Aye, and organisers, 
at the police guest house at Chumukedima in Dimapur on Thur. Oct. 11.

District administration officials and school girls pose for a group photograph during the launch of the Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao scheme, in Phek.

Renewable energy conclave sees 
power in NE except for dim funding  

LPG dealers refute 
allegations of malpractice 

Memorial Trust hands out award for peace, service

Election department announces 
claims, revision schedule 

Phek contractors demand 
end to ‘table tender’

Education project for girl child launched in Phek Dimapur airport to 
revamp toilet facilities

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 11 (EMN):The 
concept of renewable en-
ergy and its environment-
friendly, energy-effective 
application is a solution 
to mitigating the growing 
demand for, but dwindling 
supply, of traditional energy 
sources and fuel. However, 
there are challenges of ap-
plication and implementa-
tion, and infrastructure and 
funding that may hamper 
the advancement of renew-
able energy as an energy 
source for the masses. This 
was one of the key issues a 
stakeholders’ workshop in 
Kohima discussed.  

In collaboration with 
the World Bank, the de-
partment of New & Re-
newable Energy (DNRE) 
organised a workshop on 
the subject “senior man-
agement consultation on 
development of grid con-
nected rooftop PV (GRPV) 
program in Nagaland,’ the 
event as conducted in Kohi-
ma on Thursday. The event 
sought to impact better 
understanding of rooftop 
solar (RTS) technology and 
implementation of the RTS 
in Nagaland.

Advisor to the chief 
minister and in charge of 
the NRE department, Mm-
honlumo Kikon, addressed 
the event. In his address, 
Kikon acknowledged the 
World Bank, the State Bank 
of India, and the ministry 
of New & Renewable En-
ergy for the development. 
The legislator hoped that 
all the stakeholders in-
cluding the engineers, and 

departments in concern 
including the PWD, Urban 
Development and the NRE 
would benefit from the 
workshop.

With Nagaland gear-
ing up to implement the 
RTS, Kikon said that a lot 
of publicity and promotion 
would be required to prop-
erly educate the people 
about the usefulness of said 
technology. He said that the 
initiative would not only 
‘benefit engineers’ but the 
public too in providing en-
ergy solutions to individual 
homes, educational insti-
tutes, hospitals etc. Besides, 
he said, the application of 
the technology will reduce 
carbon footprint in the state 
thereby tackling regional 
Global Warming issues.

In regard to solar en-
ergy, the legislator informed 
that the government had 
proposed setting up small-
er-sized solar parks with a 

capacity of about 23 MW. 
But, he said, there are teeth-
ing problems especially 
in terms of funds for the 
project.

“Once the funding for 
infrastructural develop-
ment is in place, the gov-
ernment of  Nagaland 
would invite the independ-
ent power developers and 
investors to develop the 
project or go for a Joint ven-
ture,” Kikon assured.

On the hydro, he said 
projects areas have been 
identified in the state but 
there are serious issues 
again concerning funding 
for the projects. “In Naga-
land our internal resources 
are very meagre and the 
government finds it hard 
to fund these projects,” the 
legislator explained. 

‘The ministry of NRE’s 
funding for renewable en-
ergy projects is based on 
benchmark cost of all India; 

where 90% of benchmark 
cost is allocated as central 
financial assistance (CFA) 
to NE region which unfor-
tunately is not sufficient to 
implement the RE projects. 
Hence, the gap funding is 
sought for from DoNER/ 
NEC to match up to 90% of 
the project cost,” the advi-
sor said.  

Stating that the North-
east region requires a differ-
ent approach as the overall 
infrastructure there is still 
not in place especially in 
the road and power sector, 
Kikon said that the funding 
pattern for the region needs 
to be addressed seriously by 
an Independent body. He 
requested the World Bank 
to commission a study to 
devise a most appropri-
ate project costing for re-
newable energy projects in 
the NE region and suggest 
changes for funding pattern 
in the ministry.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 11: Com-
memorating the 116th birth 
anniversary of Jayaprakash 
Narayan, the founder of 
the Nagaland Peace Centre, 
the Jayaprakash Narayan 
Memorial Trust (JPNMT) 
of Nagaland has conferred 
its first award for ‘peace and 
socio-political service’ to 
three Naga personalities.

The recipients were Rev. 
SA Shihoto for peace (post-
humously); president of 
the Nagaland Democratic 
People’s Party Chingwang 
Konyak for socio-political 
contribution; and to chair-
man of the Naga Archives 
and Research Centre at  
Toulazouma, Rev. Dr. VK 
Nuh for peace.

Awards were given away 
by the deputy chairman of 
the Rajya Sabha, Harivansh 
Narayan Singh, in the pres-
ence of Nagaland minister 
of Agriculture and Coop-
eration G Kaito Aye, during 
a programme that was con-
ducted at the Police Guest 
House at Chumukedima in 
Dimapur on October 11.

Rev. Shihoto was rec-
ognised for his commend-
able contributions to the 
Naga society in restoring 
peace particularly in the 
most turbulent period of 
the Indo-Naga conflict. He 
was commended as one of 
the most influential per-
sonalities from among the 
Naga clergy and who served 
as a member of Nagaland 
Peace Mission along with 

The advisor also sug-
gested that the state should 
focus on developing green 
buildings, promote energy 
efficient appliances, and 
energy conservation in the 
state to transform Nagaland 
into a ‘better place to live 
in and work towards a zero 
carbon footprint’ state.

Also, a brief introduc-
tion about the ‘sustainable 
partnership for rooftop so-
lar acceleration’ in Bharat 
(Suprabha) was given. It is 
a USD 13 million program 
which is led by the World 
Bank and the State Bank 
of India and is to be imple-
mented in partnership with 
the ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy. Suprabha 
will be offering technical 
assistance to 17 partner 
states including the north-
eastern states to establish 
an enabling ecosystem for 
accelerated deployment 
of grid connected rooftop 
solar applications.

The target given to Na-
galand is about 50MW for 
RTS, it was informed.

The deputy team leader 
of Suprabha, Dr. Bivek Ban-
dyopadhyay said India has 
a target of 175GW renew-
able power by the year 2022, 
of which 100 GW is pro-
jected for solar energy in-
cluding 40 GW from rooftop 
solar systems.

He said that the overall 
objective of the Suprabha 
program is to establish an 
enabling environment to 
develop and nurture key 
aspects of the rooftop solar 
energy market for acceler-
ated deployment.

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
An organisation of LPG 
dealers in Kohima has re-
futed allegations of black 
marketing and illegal 
business practices from 
the Nagaland Voluntary 
Consumers’ Organisa-
tion (NVCO) and the As-
sociation of Kohima Mu-
nicipal Wards Panchayat 
(AKMWP). The All Kohima 
Indane Distributors As-
sociation issued a press 
release on Thursday call-
ing for action to prosecute 
LPG black marketers.

According to the al-
legation of the NVCO, 
the press release stated, 
shortage of LPG in Ko-
hima led to ‘proliferation 
of the black market.’ The 
AKMWP also accused 
a gas distributor called 
Seyie Gas, for issuing LPG 
only once a week, “which 
was making the custom-
ers queue up from 1 am 
yet unable to get a single 
cylinder.” It allegedly en-
couraged black marketers 
to hike LPG prices to a 
whooping INR 2,000 per 
cylinder, the association 
stated.

Here, the association 
instead blamed “Kohi-
ma road block” for the 
shorateg of LPG in the 
capital. “There is definitely 
shortage of LPG due to 
Kohima road block mostly 
in July and August 2018 for 
natural calamities in addi-
tion to north eastern states 
LPG bandh and govern-
ment holidays. 

Therefore, there is tre-
mendous LPG backloads, 
which is the reason for a 
very high demand of LPG 

at Kohima and to meet 
the abnormally high de-
mand is taking time at 
present,” the association 
stated. LPG customers are 
requested to be patient for 
a few more weeks “so as to 
normalise the situation.”  

In regard to black mar-
keting, the LPG distribu-
tors of Kohima have in-
formed that “whosoever, 
notices any LPG cylinders 
in black market as stated, 
should be immediately 
ceased with the help of 
district administration 
and trace out the sup-
ply source of such grey 
cylinders.”  But “to our 
surprise,” the distribu-
tors stated, ‘they would 
never try to catch those 
alleged black marketers 
whom they claimed to 
have known.’

‘Easy to catch black mar-
keters’
The LPG dealers also made 
a curious statement: “It is 
easy to catch black mar-
keters if they exist and one 
is prepared to take some 
simple and practical legal 
actions because not even 
a single LPG cylinder is 
manufactured at Kohima.” 

According to the as-
sociation, the “ceasing of 
grey cylinders” and tracing 
its supply source “is only 
the solution.” If the cylin-
ders are found to be issued 
against proper booking 
in accordance with IOCL 
norms and were issued 
against genuine cards, 
the distributor is not at 
fault “but the customers 
who lend their LPG cards 
to the middleman for the 

purpose of black market-
ing, then those customers 
and the middleman are 
the culprits.”

In such cases,  the 
group stated, the district 
administration can “com-
fortably arrest the black 
marketers along with the 
guilty customers.”

The organisation as-
sured: ‘We the LPG dis-
tributors of Kohima shall 
support such move whole 
heartedly. Or if, the cylin-
ders are traced and found 
to be pilfered then we 
must catch those notori-
ous culprits immediately 
instead of accusing each 
other within our own com-
fort zones without doing 
anything. 

We need to take ac-
tion together to solve the 
problem and not play 
the blame game for every 
problem we face on the 
daily.’

In regard to the dis-
tributor called Seyie Gas 
Service, the associated 
stated that “we have never 
delivered any LPG cyl-
inder to anyone without 
checking the right weight 
and gas quality since the 
inception, as our duty is 
to deliver the full quantity, 
IOCL specified quality, de-
liver the same in time and 
in the right control price to 
our valued customers at all 
cost and always.” 

Whosoever were in the 
queue are ‘either given 
filled cylinders or a token 
card for the delivery in the 
same week and no one 
had ever been sent back 
empty handed as wildly 
claimed,’ it added. 

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
The Phek unit  of  the  
Nagaland Contractors’ & 
Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) 
has demanded that the 
authorities stop the prac-
tice of “table tender” and 
instead issue tenders for 
all contract and supply 
works. The unit issued a 
press release on Thursday 
stating that ‘qualified and 
deserving’ also ought to be 
allotted work. 

“The Phek District 
Nagaland Contractors & 
Supplier’s Union while re-
iterating our cooperation 
to the head office NCSU 
extend our support to the 
demand of the NCSU for 
ending to table tender and 
notify for inviting of tender 
in all contract and supply 
works,” the press release 
read. “In this regard we 
urge all departments to 
put an end to such mal-
practices so that qualified 
and deserving contractors 
are allotted the works we 
also request any public to 
report such cases to us so 
that defaulting officials will 
be dealt with accordingly 
specially works that con-
cerns Phek district.” 

The Phek unit urged 

the minister for PWD, and 
the PWD department to 
look into the grievances 
of the “local” contractors, 
and the demand of the 
NCSU to ‘split works K/M-
wise.’ 

‘...we demand that the 
present criteria be ended 
immediately so that more 
local contractors could 
be engaged .The criteria 
spelt out in NIT by the de-
partment should be made 
more local-friendly rather 
than inviting other mega 
companies from outside 
the state.’ 

In other matters, the 
NCSU unit expressed grat-
itude to the Nagaland gov-
ernment for the assurance 
to reconstruct all ‘division 
roads,’ which are already 
in a deplorable condition. 
“Roads being the integral 
parts of development we 
believe the present gov-
ernment led by Sri Nephiu 
Rio chief minister of Naga-
land will live to its commit-
ment for development and 
change for the better. We 
urge upon all contractors 
and public to ply an active 
role in bringing change 
to our society,” the unit 
stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
The toilets at Dimapur  
airport will get a major ‘up-
grade’ and at a cost that 
seems to be considera-
ble—1.3 cr. Portable toilet 
facilities shall be provided 
to passengers during the 
renovation, the airport’s 
director informed in a note 
that was issued to the me-
dia on Thursday. 

The note read: ‘To pro-
vide a cleaner environment 
and enhance passenger fa-
cilities at Dimapur Airport, 
major upgrade of the toilets 
is taken up at the cost of 
Rs. 1.3 crore. The work will 
begin from 15th October 
2018 starting with toilets in 
the arrival area, and secu-

rity during the first phase 
and thereafter, the public 
concourse and new toilet 
in the check-in area.’

Arriving passenger are 
requested to use the toilet 
in “the concourse,” or the 
portable toilet placed at the 
‘arrival gate.’ 

Departing passengers 
are requested to use the 
toilet of the concourse be-
fore proceeding for secu-
rity check. ‘An alternate 
portable toilet is also being 
provided in the barricaded 
portion of gate no.1. We 
request the passengers to 
bear with us for some time 
to enable us to provide en-
hanced facility,’ the note 
added. 

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN):  
The Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao (Hindi, roughly, for 
‘save the girl child, educate 
the girl child’) project was 

launched on International 
Day of the Girl Child on 
Oct. 11 in Phek districot 
with Daisy Mezhur, the 
secretary of the Nagaland 

State Social Welfare Board 
& Mission as the guest of 
Honour. 

Updates from the DIPR 
informed that the deputy 

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): The election authority 
of Nagaland has announced the special sum-
mary revision of photo electoral rolls that has 
been scheduled to be conducted till October 31. 

The special summary revision is to be con-
ducted with reference to January 1 2019 as the 
qualifying date, and has commenced in the 
state of Nagaland with the publication of the 
integrated draft roll on September 11 2018, the 
establishment of the chief electoral officer of 
Nagaland stated in a circular on Thursday.

“The period for filing of claims and objec-
tions for inclusion, deletion, correction and 
transposition of entries in the electoral roll will 
continue till 31st October 2018,” the circular 
read.   

Further, for convenience, a second special 
campaign will be conducted in all the polling 
stations across the state on October 13, Saturday. 

“On this special campaign day, the con-
cerned booth level officers will be available at 
their respective polling station with copy of 
the draft electoral roll and the various requisite 
forms. 

All are hence requested to visit their polling 
stations on this date to verify their entries in the 
electoral roll and to file claims/objections, if any, 
in the relevant form with the booth level offic-
ers,” the establishment stated. 

commissioner of Phek, 
Orenthung Lotha  high-
lighted that Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao scheme was 
launched to address low 
sex ratio in the country, 
and to empower the girl 
child and to prevent  gen-
der-based selection.

Also, the guest of hon-
our, Mezhur, emphasized 
that the best gift one can 
give to a girl child was edu-
cation. The Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao scheme is for 
the education and protec-
tion of the girl child, she 
said. 

She urged nongovern-
mental organisations, 
churches and government 
agencies to give their best 
and time to the success of 
the scheme.

the Bharat Ratna Jayapra-
kash Narayan which led to 
the signing of the ceasefire 
agreement between the 
government of India and 
the Federal Government of 
Nagaland on September 6 
1964.

The award for Rev. 
Shihoto was received by 
his granddaughter Lovika 
Achumi on his behalf.

Konyak was recognised 
for contribution to up-
lifting the downtrodden 
‘throughout his life time as 
an elected representative 
to Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly for seven terms’ 
and having held various 
portfolios as minister and 
two-time member of the 
Lok Sabha.   

Rev. Nuh was also con-
ferred the award for his 
contribution to restoring 
peace particularly in the 
most turbulent period of the 
Indo-Naga conflict.

 He was one of the most 
influential personalities 
from among the Naga clergy 
and served as the third pres-
ident of Nagaland Peace 
Centre. 

“The cooperation pro-
vided by the church leaders 
of Nagaland for the success 
of Nagaland Peace Mission 
cannot be disregarded as 
it started with the support 
of local community lead-
ers and eminent people 
from public life having un-
questionable acceptability 
across the regional and po-

litical spectrum and Naray-
an was undoubtedly and 
eminently suitable choice 
for carrying forward the 
Peace Mission successfully,” 
Singh said.

Such an event, Singh 
remarked, was a reminder 
of the problems that were 
faced during wartime oth-
erwise the younger gen-
eration tend to forget their 
roots. Singh said that the 
current generation should 
feel ‘obliged’ to pay proper 
homage to the peace mis-
sion and the Lok Nayak 
particularly and also to 
the church leaders for 
resolutely carrying on the 
legacy.

“Unfortunately, due 
to various reasons lasting 

peace in Nagaland was still 
taking shape. The succes-
sive government at the cen-
tre attempted to resolve the 
protracted Indo-Naga issue 
that led to signing of cease-
fire agreement in July 2007 
and August 2001”, asserted 
Singh.

Negotiation, he said, 
was in fact on with the 
Naga leaders for the past 21 
years. A “framework agree-
ment” and a “preamble” 
was signed on August 3 
2015, with the NSCN (IM) 
and on November 17, 2017, 
with the NNPG. He added 
that the peace agreement 
reminded the relevance of 
Narayan more than ever 
before.

Special invitee, Kaito 

Aye thanked the JPNMT for 
organising the programme. 
He urged its members to 
continue working to bring 
peaceful resolution to the 
lndo-Naga political issue. 
He recalled the initial politi-
cal dialogue with the lead-
ers of Independent India 
to resolve the Indo-Naga 
political conflict but which 
continues to remain elusive. 
The legislator remarked that 
one of the most significant 
chapters in the history of 
Naga political movement 
was Narayan’s participation 
and contribution to resolv-
ing the Indo-Naga political 
conflict.  

Aye said: “The first ever 
Indo-Naga ceasefire which 
came into being in 1964 was 
mainly due to the sacrifice 
made by Narayan and sub-
sequent establishment of 
Nagaland Peace Centre by 
him. Under this very ban-
ner, church leaders of Naga-
land Baptist Church Coun-
cil met the underground 
leaders and the representa-
tives of the government of 
India and they could suc-
cessfully bring them (the 
Federal Government Of Na-
galand and the GOI) to the 
negotiating table for start-
ing the Indo-Naga political 
dialogues towards finding a 
solution to the issue.” 

The legislator appealed 
to the deputy chairman of 
the Rajya Sabha to convey 
the message to the central 
government to expedite the 
peace process.
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Manipur University: Pro-VC, registrar 
suspended, new administrator appointed

British Council, NEC sign MoU on 
educational and cultural collaboration

BJP Rath Yatras to garner support 
for Assam NRC, Citizenship Bill

CPI (M)’s mouthpiece in 
Tripura resumes publication

Assam Rifles IGs’ annual 
conference underway in Shillong

RK Maipaksana 
aniv. observed 

US envoy visits Tripura, meets CM 

Jarnail Singh authorised to appoint any competent person as in-charge registrar of university
Our Correspondent

Imphal, Oct. 11 (EMN): The 
High Court of Manipur on 
Thursday suspended pro 
vice-chancellor of Manipur 
University Prof. K Yugindro 
and appointed the former 
chief secretary of Manipur, 
Jarnail Singh, as administra-
tor to discharge the function 
of the vice-chancellor of the 
university.

The appointment was 
made under the Manipur 
University Act 2005 to bring 
normalcy in the university.

During the period and 
so long as the administra-

tor is functioning, the ap-
pointments of K Yugindro as 
pro-vice chancellor and ap-
pointment of W Vishwanath 
to look after the office of 
vice chancellor shall remain 
suspended. Similarly the 
appointments of M Shyam-
kesho and Sh Dorendrajit 
as registrar in charges shall 
also remain suspended.

Jarnail Singh, who had 
also served a joint secretary 
to the Prime Minister, is 
fully authorised to choose 
and appoint any compe-
tent persons as registrar 
in-charge of the university 

and he will be liberty to ap-
point any other person(s), 
the sources said.

The court appointed ad-
ministrator is also fully em-
powered to pass any such 
order(s) and or revoke any 
such order(s) for bringing 
the volatile situation by en-
gaging in constant dialogue 
and interactions with all the 
stakeholders, so long it is 
not contrary to the any or-
der of the court,it said add-
ing that he(administrator) 
may also seek the assistance 
of the state and union gov-
ernment in this regard.

On the other hand any 
person who may interfere 
or cause obstruction to the 
functioning of the admin-
istrator may be liable to be 
punished accordingly un-
der the Contempt of courts 
Act 1971.

The Manipur University 
has been embroiled in fresh 
turmoil after the police raid 
on the boys’ hostels in the 
intervening night of Sep-
tember 20 and 21 follow-
ing a complaint. Around 
seven students, six teachers 
and some staffs of the Uni-
versity were also arrested 

and detained in the judicial 
custody.

The university which 
had remained closed for 
almost three months in 
view of the total shut-
down clamped by the 
Manipur University Stu-
dents’ Union since May 
30, demanding removal 
of Vice Chancellor Adya 
Prasad Pandey on charges 
of irregularities – resumed 
its normal activities from 
August 23 after a memo-
randum of agreement was 
signed with the govern-
ment on August 16.

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
T h e  B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l  
India and the North East-
ern Council (NEC) on 
Thursday signed a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) to strengthen 
educational and cultur-
al cooperation and also 
support the knowledge 
ambitions and economic 
growth of the eight states 
of the Northeast.

OBE Director British 
Council India Alan Gem-
mell and NEC’s Director 
(HRD & E) KH Siile An-
thony inked the MoU.

The overarching MoU 
celebrates the British 
Council’s 70th anniversary 
in India, in particular the 
rich cultural connections 
the Northeast has with the 
UK, and seeks to strength-
en the relationship for the 
next 70 years. 

The MoU will support 
the higher education, Eng-
lish language, skills and 
cultural aspirations for the 
young people from Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mi-
zoram, Nagaland, Sikkim 
and Tripura.

Government school 
teachers and faculty mem-
bers of higher education 
institutions would also 
gain access to English lan-
guage learning, quality ed-
ucation and internation-
ally benchmarked. 

The pact will work to-
wards improving English 
communication of state 
civil servants, developing 
capacity-building initia-
tives in state governments, 
supporting improvements 
in the teaching of Mathe-
matics and Science, capac-
ity-building programmes 
for faculty and senior ad-
ministrators of higher edu-
cation institutions.

It will seek to increase 
student and academic mo-
bility for all eight states of 
the region, the statement 
said.

 “We’ve been inspired 
every day of the last 70 
years by the artists, stu-
dents, scientists and policy 
makers we’ve worked with 
in India and the North 
East. Our work in the last 
two years has started to 
make a difference – we cre-
ated Mix the Cities North-

east, put the Himalayan 
Poppy as the central at-
traction of our India: A 
Billion Dreams garden at 
the Chelsea Flower Show, 
presented a brilliant mu-
sician at Ziro Festival of 
Music and we have trained 
48 football coaches from 
all eight states, including 
Sikkim. I am very proud to 
have led our strategy to en-
gage on scale, sustainably 
and consistently with this 
very special part of India, 
responding the vision that 
the Chief Ministers and the 
Prime Minister have about 
the Northeast,” said the di-
rector of the British Coun-
cil in India Alan Gemmell 

“This year we want 
to inspire young people 
from the Northeast and 
India to build a relation-
ship with the UK for the 
next 70 years. By signing a 
MoU with the NEC, we are 
able to make an impact 
across eight states simul-
taneously, and I hope it 
will enable more young 
people to realise their aspi-
rations in education, skill 
development and arts and 
culture,” Gemmell said.

Agartala, Oct. 11 (PTI):  
Op p o s i t i o n  C PI  ( M ) ’s 
mouthpiece in Tripura, ‘Dai-
ly Desher Katha’, resumed its 
publication from Thursday 
after a gap of 10 days fol-
lowing an order passed by 
the Tripura High Court on 
Wednesday.

The publication of the 
newspaper had stopped 
since October 1 following an 
order of the District Magis-
trate of West Tripura district 
Sandip N Mahatme.

A preliminary investiga-
tion conducted by the Dis-
trict Magistrate into a com-
plaint allegedly for violating 
the Press and Registration 
of Books Act, had report-
edly found “substance” in 
the complaint and a hearing 
process was initiated and 
the publication was stopped 
from October 1 last.

The newspaper filed a 
writ petition in the Tripura 

High Court and the court 
in its order on Wednesday 
stayed the deregistration of 
‘Daily Desher Katha’ and 
paved the way for the Ben-
gali daily to resume pub-
lication. The newspaper 
published its 49th issue of 
the 40th year of its pub-
lication Thursday with a 
declaration which names 
Samir Paul as editor and 
says that the newspaper is 
printed at Tripura Printers 
& Publishers Private Limited 
and published by the Daily 
Desher Katha Trust.

Publication of the news-
paper was resumed today. 
The High Court issued stay 
order on an administrative 
order which stopped publi-
cation. There is no problem 
in publication now.

We are satisfied at the 
Courts order, editor of Daily 
Desher Katha Samir Paul 
told reporters.

Dimapur, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
The annual conference of 
the Assam Rifles Inspector 
Generals’ is underway at 
HQ, DG AR at Laitkor in 
Shillong.

The two-day confer-
ence which began on Oct. 
11 aims to discuss, plan 
and strategise various se-
curity dynamics pertaining 

to the international border 
management by the troops 
besides deliberating issues 
like force modernisation, 
smart solutions, leveraging 
technology for operational, 
administrative and man 
management issues for en-
hancing overall efficiency of 
the Assam Rifles.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  

presided over by the DG 
Assam Rifles, is expected 
to seek solutions to threats 
that challenge the internal 
peace and security of the 
north eastern states and  
also issues related to Indo 
- Myanmar border manage-
ment, a statement from SM 
PRO Assam Rifles Lt. Col 
Arindam Ghosh said.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Oct. 11 (EMN): The 
RK Maipaksana Memorial 
Trust  on Thursday observed 
the 94th birth anniversary 
of RK Maipaksana at the 
Lamyanba Shanglen in Im-
phal.

On the occasion, RK 
Maipaksana Memorial Trust 
award sponsored by the 
Journalist Fellowship was 
presented to the former edi-
tor of the Manindra Konsam 
of Shanglen.

As part of the evnt, 
former principal DM Col-
lege of Commerce Dr. 
Okram Kumar Singh deliv-
ered a lecture on ‘Peopling 
of Manipur and some his-
torical facts for the consoli-
dation of the state.

A 34 paged souvenir 
which feature a number of 
valuable articles by eminent 
writers was also released. 

Agartala, Oct. 11 (PTI): The 
U S Ambassador to India 
Kenneth Juster, who paid 
a two-day maiden visit to 
Tripura, met its chief min-
ister and governor and vis-
ited the tourist spots in the 
state during his stay, official 
sources said Thursday.

Juster met Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb 

at the state secretariat 
Wednesday after his arrival 
and discussed business, 
connectivity and Indo-US 
relations.

The ambassador also 
met Governor Kaptan Singh 
Solanki.

He visited Neermahal, 
the water palace of the 
Tripura king Bir Bikram 

Kolkata, Oct. 11 (PTI): The BJP Rath 
Yatras in West Bengal to be held in 
December would reach out to the 
general people in the state to garner 
support for the Assam NRC and the 
proposed Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, party state unit President Dilip 
Ghosh said Thursday.

The matter was discussed by the 
party’s central leadership and its West 
Bengal unit Thursday in a meeting 
here.

The office bearers meeting was 
attended by the party national gen-
eral secretary Kailash Vijayvergiya 
and senior leader in-charge of the 
state Arvind Menon, party sources 
said.

Ghosh said the Rath Yatras would 
be held in December but the cam-
paign for it will begin just after Durga 
Puja this month.

During the meeting, he urged 
party workers to reach out to the peo-

ple on the two issues so that TMC’S 
“falsehoods” on the two issues can be 
countered, the sources said.

The NRC includes the names of 
Indian citizens who have been resid-
ing in Assam before March 25, 1971 
and is touted as the proof of Assamese 
identity.

The Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016, which was introduced in 
the Lok Sabha to amend the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955, seeks to grant 
citizenship to people without valid 
documents from six minority com-
munities - Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christians from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Paki-
stan after six years of residence in the 
country.

The Assam NRC has been criti-
cised by the Trinamool Congress, who 
accused the BJP-led NDA government 
at the Centre of unleashing ‘’super 
emergency’’.

The three Rath Yatras will be 
taken out by BJP with an eye on the 
next Lok Sabha polls. It will cover 42 
Lok Sabha constituencies and will 
highlight state-level issues as well 
as constituency specific issues, the 
sources said.

The first Rath yatra is slated to 
start from the temple town of Tarapith 
in Birbhum district on December 3 
and BJP president Amit Shah is likely 
to take part in it, Ghosh had told PTI 
earlier.

The second Rath Yatra is slated to 
be held on December 5 from Nam-
khana to Gangasagar in South 24 Par-
ganas district and the third and last 
one would be held from December 7 
in Cooch Behar, he said.

Meanwhile, in a boost for BJP in 
Purulia district, where the party has 
made steady inroads, former All India 
Forward Bloc (AIFB) MP Narahari 
Mahato joined the party.

Assam Rifles Inspector Generals’ annual conference in progress at HQ DG AR, Laitkor in Shillong.

Members of the British Council India NEC during the signing of MoU on Thursday.

Kenneth Juster

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1964SUD0KU 1804
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Anagram of “Bale”
 5. Postage
 10. Move very hastily
 14. Bumpkin
 15. A family of languages spoken in 

SE Asia
 16. Low-calorie
 17. Giving concrete form to an 

abstract concept
 19. An assemblage regarded as a 

single entity
 20. Donkey
 21. Roasting appliance
 22. A “spear” of frozen water
 24. Boulevard (abbrev.)
 25. Ice mass
 26. Distribute systematically
 29. Become deeper
 30. Mistake
 31. Flirt
 32. Not old
 35. Bolt
 36. Raises up on the hind legs
 37. Visage
 38. Arab state of bliss
 39. Breakfast, lunch and supper, for 

example
 40. Chance or mishap
 41. Eliminates from the body
 43. Country
 44. Examines
 46. Puts
 47. City in south central Ukraine
 48. Remain
 49. South southeast
 52. The smallest of the litter
 53. Where Formula 1 drivers 

compete
 56. Latin for “Behold!”
 57. Vicious
 58. Increase in
 59. The beginnings of a plant
 60. Joyous
 61. Gaelic 

 DOWN
 1. District
 2. Hobos
 3. Wanes
 4. Low Earth Orbit
 5. Men’s underwear
 6. Made docile
 7. City in Yemen
 8. Adult male
 9. Ruthless
 10. Penstock
 11. A city in Ohio
 12. Useful
 13. Dissuade 
 18. Painful grief

 23. Sleeveless cloak
 24. An indistinct shapeless 

form
 25. Cogs
 26. Writing table
 27. Sea eagle
 28. A strong liking
 29. Bargains
 31. Nipples
 33. Reflected sound
 34. Suppose (archaic)
 36. Systematic investigation 

for facts
 37. Being the right size or 

shape

 39. Untidyness
 40. A forest god
 42. Blew
 43. Tidily
 44. Minute openings
 45. Elicit
 46. Having a sharp 

inclination
 48. The porgy fish
 49. Left by a wound
 50. Anagram of “Kiss”
 51. Serf
 54. Genus of macaws
 55. How long something has 

existed

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1803

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1963

Kishore Manikya Bahadur 
in Sipahijala district, about 
60 km from here, besides the 
500-year-old Tripurasundari 
Temple in Gomati district 
on Thursday.

ONGC Tripura Power 
Company-run Palatana gas 
thermal power plant also in 
Gomati district.

Deb tweeted Delighted 
to meet the Ambassador of 
the United States of America 
to India, H.E. Amb. Kenneth 
Juster in Agartala today. On 
behalf of the 37 lakh people 
of Tripura, I extend my best 
wishes to US Embassy in 
India for a pleasant stay in 
our beautiful state.

T h e  U S  d i p l o m a t 
tweeted thanking Deb for 
an excellent discussion on 
business, connectivity, and 
US-India relations”.

“Look forward to work-
ing with you to advance 
U.S.-India ties.” he added.
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BUSINESS
Fuel price cut by oil firms was 
one-time move — Official

TCS net up 22.6% in second quarter

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): 
The petrol and diesel 
price cuts made earlier 
this month by state-run 
oil marketing companies 
was a “one-time measure”, 
and the government has 
no intention of reversing 
the deregulation of the oil 
market, a Finance Ministry 
official said here on Thurs-
day.

The official, who did 
not wish to be identified, 
said that while the coun-
try’s economic fundamen-
tals remained strong, the 
current volatility in the 
capital markets and a per-
sistent fall in the rupee 
value are being caused by 
external factors.

“It was a one-time 
measure of letting OMCs 
take the 1-rupee hit on oil 
prices. We have no inten-
tion of either rolling back 
deregulation of oil prices 
or asking oil companies to 
take such a hit,” he said.

Last week, the Centre 
cut petrol and diesel prices 
by INR 2.50 per litre, a de-
cision that was followed 
by several BJP-ruled states, 
giving an overall relief of 
INR 5 per litre to the con-
sumer.

The central govern-
ment reduced the excise 
duty on petrol and diesel by 

INR 1.5 per litre each and 
asked the OMCs to absorb 
an additional Re 1 per litre 
reduction.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley said the Centre’s de-
cision will result in a reve-
nue loss of INR 10,500 crore 
in six months. 

Queried on whether 
state-run upstream ex-
plorer companies like the 
Oil and Natural Gas Corp 
(ONGC) could be asked to 
share the increased subsi-
dies on kerosene and cook-
ing gas, the finance minis-
try official said: “We do not 
have any intention of ask-
ing upstream companies to 
share the subsidy burden.” 

“The Indian stock and 
rupee markets are being 
impacted by external fac-
tors. Expect global crude 
oil prices to remain range-
bound, below $85 a barrel,” 
the official said. 

“Fundamentals of our 
economy remain strong. 
The Indian economy 
stands to gain following the 
US-China trade war.” 

The rupee plunged to 
a fresh low on Thursday, 
as Indian equities joined a 
global sell-off amid mount-
ing concerns that growth 
would slow in the face of 
a trade war between the 
United States and China.

Concerns that the US 
Federal Reserve would 
continue to raise interest 
rates amid strengthen-
ing economy and labour 
market also sparked fears 
about capital outflows, 
hurting the rupee. 

The S&P BSE Sensex, 
which had opened at 
34,063.82, soon crashed 
over 1,000 points on a 
global sell-off. It settled 
about 760 points lower at 
34,001.15. 

The official also ruled 
out any further hikes in im-
port duty to halt the widen-
ing of the current account 
deficit. 

“There will be no fur-
ther import compression 
for now. We are keeping an 
eye on three things -- cur-
rent account deficit, bal-
ance of payments and ru-
pee. Oil price is expected to 
come down,” he said. 

Last month, the gov-
ernment hiked customs 
duty on a range of import-
ed products including air 
conditioners, household 
refrigerators, washing ma-
chines and radial car tyres 
in a bid to curb the import 
of non-essential items. Du-
ties were raised on 19 items 
whose total value of import 
in 2017-18 was about INR 
86,000 crore.

Mumbai, Oct. 11 (IANS): Global software 
major Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
posted INR 7,901 crore consolidated net 
profit for the second quarter of fiscal 
2018-19, registering a 22.6 per cent annual 
growth from INR 6,446 crore in the same 
period a year ago.

In a regulatory filing on Thursday, the 
city-based IT bellwether said consolidated 
revenue for the quarter (Q2) under review 
grew 21 per cent annually to INR 36,854 
crore from INR 30,541 crore in the like pe-
riod year ago.

Sequentially, net profit and revenue 
grew 7.6 per cent from INR 7,340 crore and 
INR 34,261 crore respectively a quarter ago

Under the International Financial Re-
porting Standard (IFRS), net income grew 
11.9 per cent year-on-year (YoY) to $1,119 
million in Q2 from $1,000 year ago and 3.1 
per cent sequentially from $1,082 million 
quarter ago. Gross income in dollar terms 
also grew 10 per cent YoY to $5,215 million 
in Q2 from $4,739 million year ago and 3.3 
per cent sequentially from $5,051 million 
quarter ago.

Orderly depreciation of rupee to increase 
competitiveness — World Bank Official
Washington, Oct. 11 (PTI): An or-
derly depreciation of the rupee 
would increase competitiveness 
and relieve some of the pressures 
in capital market, according to a 
top World Bank official who de-
scribed it as a “positive develop-
ment” if done in a right way.

The remarks by Martin Rama, 
the Chief Economist for the South 
Asia region of the World Bank, 
came as the rupee hit an all-time 
low of 74.45 against the US dollar 
on Thursday. 

“We think that an orderly de-
preciation of the rupee would in-
crease competitiveness and relieve 
some of the pressures that we are 
seeing in general in capital mar-
ket,” Rama told PTI.

As such the World Bank sees 
the depreciation of the rupees as 
a “positive development provided 
it is done in the right way, Rama 
said when asked about the rapid 
deprecation of the Indian rupee 
in recent weeks, which has now 
dropped to a historic low. 

He said that South Asian 
countries may be tempted to slow 
down the devaluation of their 
currency, because that translates 
into inflation, and not being very 
popular. 

Responding to a question, 
Rama said it is a bit early to say 
how it will have an impact on In-
dia’s economy. 

“I feel a bit early, but we will 
expect that a combination of a 
strong input demand in Europe 
and especially in the US, together 
with a more competitive exchange 
rate will help (India) on the trade 
side,” he said, adding that this will 
help boost exports, not only in In-
dia, but also in other countries in 
the region too. 

In its latest South Asia Eco-

nomic Focus Report, released 
early this week, the World Bank 
projected India’s growth to rise to 
7.3 per cent in FY 2018/19, and to 
7.5 per cent in the following two 
years, with stronger private spend-
ing and export growth as the key 
drivers. 

Prompted by the adoption of 
the Goods and Services Tax and 
the recapitalisation of banks, 
growth in India is firming up and 
it is projected to accelerate further, 
it said. 

The slow down in India’s eco-
nomic growth in previous years 
was partly the result of demoneti-

sation and some other policy un-
certainty, he said.

“We see that (slowdown) now 
clearly behind. Both the GST and 
demonetisation, whichever effect 
they had (on the economy) are 
over,” Rama said adding that the 
positive impact of those reforms 
may have started now. 

Rama noted that the South 
Asia Economy Review discusses 
the impact of about how economic 
shocks and political cycles have an 
impact on the growth. 

“Fiscal consolidation is ex-
pected to resume in FY18/19, but 
slippages could happen on both 

the revenue side (as the GST is still 
stabilizing) and the expenditure 
side (ahead of state and federal 
elections),” the report said.

Elevated oil prices, a recent 
hike in agricultural support prices, 
and further exchange rate depre-
ciation, could keep the inflation 
outlook challenging, possibly re-
sulting in further monetary policy 
actions, it said.

The World Bank, he said, is 
concerned that not just in India, 
the fiscal policy stance has been 
too expansive given the overall 
situation of the economy. 

And that is exemplified by elec-
tion cycles not just in India but 
also other countries in the region 
as well, he said.

Rama said the devaluation of 
currencies of South Asian coun-
tries would add to their competi-
tiveness in the case of increased 
trade tension between US and 
China.

“Overall performance of India 
has been strong (in the last dec-
ade),” Rama said and expressed 
concern over the fiscal policy 
where he said there was indis-
cipline and consolidation at the 
center and also at the level of the 
states. 

“In times of strong political 
competition, maintaining a fiscal 
discipline is a challenge,” said the 
World Bank official.

Rama said substantial govern-
ment spending is understandable, 
even beneficial if well-invested, 
given South Asia’s enormous de-
velopment needs. 

“But South Asian economies 
need to address their fiscal chal-
lenges to give themselves room 
to maneuver and sustain their 
journey toward greater prosper-
ity,” he said.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-480/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti S. Lima 
Jamir -Vrs- Imnatila resident of Padumpukhuri Town/Village in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 9.11.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Lima Jamir
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri (AK), Patta No: 96
Dag No: 179/404, Area: 00B-00K-15Ls
North: Plot of S. Lima Jamir, South: Plot of S. Lima Jamir
East: Plot of S. Lima Jamir, West: Plot of S. Lima Jamir

NOTICE

D-6125

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-483/18/6288 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Nokzenlemba Imchen -Vrs- Rongsenmenla resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 10.11.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Nokzenlemba Imchen
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 790
Dag No: 992, Area: 00-00-12
North: Nallah, South: Approach Road
East: Ralhan, West: Nokzenlemba

NOTICE

D-6126

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-484/18/6284 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti K. 
James Ngulie -Vrs- J. Rhonben resident of Dimapur Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 10.11.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: K. James Ngullie
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 400
Dag No: 707, Area: 00-01-06
North: Thejamo, South: J. Ronseo Ngullie
East: Abemo Tsanglao, West: Chubathung Odyuo

NOTICE

D-6127

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-485/18/6285 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti J. 
Rhonben -Vrs- J.Thejamo Ngullie resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 10.11.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: J. Rhonben
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1229
Dag No: 699/1800, Area: 00-01-18
North: Road, South: J. Rhonben
East: Chumbenthung, West: Chubathung Odyuo

NOTICE

D-6128

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-486/18/6286 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Tialiba & 
2 Others -Vrs- Nokenchiba Aier resident of Dimapur Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 10.11.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tialiba & 2 Others
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 209
Dag No: 292,590, Area: 00-03-00
North: Imlong Chang, South: Main Road
East: Tialiba, Moangkaba, Imetoshi, West: Meren Ao

NOTICE

D-6129

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 4th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-461/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti T. N. MANNEN -Vrs- Nyanbeni Lotha resident of WALFORD 
DIMAPUR Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before ………………
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T. N. Mannen
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1611
Dag No: 10/1792, Area: 00B-02K-05Ls
North: N.W. Konyak, South: Approach Road,
East: Approach Road, West: T. N. Mannen

NOTICE

D-6131

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-489/18/6295-96 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
KETOULHOU SEKHOSE -Vrs- RENDEMO SHITO resident of DIMAPUR 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 11.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: KETOULHOU SEKHOSE
Village/Block No: EKARANIPATHAR, Patta No: 94
Dag No: 159, Area: 00B-02K-10Ls
North: ANGU PHOM, South: APP ROAD,
East: ANGU PHOM, West: ATSUBA YIMCHUNGER

NOTICE

D-6133

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-493/18/6446  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Thangkherei Kuki -Vrs- Shri K. T. David Hengna resident of Phaipijang Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 11.11.18.

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri Thangkherei Kuki
Village/Block No: 7, Patta No: 97
Dag No: 125, Area: 00B-00K-19Ls, Village/Block No: 7
Patta No: 34, Dag No: 61, Area: 00B-02K-16Ls
North: Road, South: Plot of Metemjujang
East: Plot of Imtiwalling, A. Longkumer, 
West: Plot of Sanglangba, Toholy Sema

NOTICE

D-6134

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Oct 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-487/18/6287 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti K. James 
Ngullie -Vrs- J. Ronseo Ngullie resident of Dimapur Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 10.11.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: K. James Ngullie
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 400
Dag No: 707, Area: 00-01-04
North: J. Rhonben, South: Ekyimo Tsopoe
East: Abemo Tsanglao, West: Chubathung Odyuo

NOTICE

D-6130

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. HILI W/o LT. NEIPHRETUO MECHIEO, Inspector, (Police) 5th N.A.P. Bn. 
Phek, Nagaland  resident Perizie Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, NPRIS, Leave Encashment, Gratuity 
& other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20095011875 SBI Personal Banking 
Branch, North City Centre, Kohima. Who expired on 07.09.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/102/2018-VII        Dated Kohima, the 11th Oct, 2018

KG-2887

AFFIDAVIT
I, Rongsenla Wati, wife of Imjungwati, Resident of H/No.83, Near Panchayat Hall Lower 
P.R. Hill, Kohima Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:-
1. That, I am citizen of India.
2. That, my name is Rongsenla Wati.
3. That my name is recorded as Rongsentila in my educational records however 

in my Aadhar Card recorded as Rongsenla Wati due to inadvertent clerical 
mistakes.

4. That this affidavit is sworn for the purpose of correction of my name as 
Rongsenla Wati in future for all purposes and intent if any false information 
given by me mentioned above then I shall be fully liable.

VERIFICATION:- That I verify that the above statements made in para 1 to 4 are 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Deponent

D-6132

REGD.NO.2242/18 DATE: 11.10.18

Solemnly Sworn Before Me
APHIEN

NOTARY PUBLIC

NO.ELE/REV-15/2018/929       ::       Dated: 11th October, 2018.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

E-mail id: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in/ Fax- 0370-2290460

INFORMATION
This is for general information of all concerned that the Special 
Summary Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls with reference to 1st 
January, 2019 as the qualifying date, has commenced in the State 
of Nagaland with the publication of the Integrated draft roll on 11th 
September, 2018. The period for filing of claims and objections for 
inclusion, deletion, correction and transposition of entries in the 
electoral roll will continue till 31st October, 2018. 
Further, for the convenience of everyone, second special campaign 
will be conducted in all the polling stations across the State on 
13.10.2018 (Saturday). On this Special Campaign day, the concerned 
Booth Level Officers will be available at their respective polling station 
with copy of the draft electoral roll and the various requisite Forms. 
All are hence requested to visit their polling stations on this date to 
verify their entries in the electoral roll and to file claims/objections, if 
any, in the relevant Form with the Booth Level Officers. 

Sd/- ABHIJIT SINHA IAS
Chief Electoral Officer, Nagaland

KG-2886

Rupee recovers after slumping to record low, up 9 paise to 74.12
Mumbai, Oct. 11 (PTI): 
The rupee climbed 9 paise 
to end at 74.12 per dollar 
Thursday after tumbling to 
a fresh lifetime low in intra-
day trade amid a sharp sell-
off in global markets.  Sof-
tening crude oil prices and 
the greenback weakening 
against other currencies 
provided support to the 
home unit, brokers said.

Asian and European 
equities sank deep into the 
red after US markets reeled 
due to concerns surround-
ing global growth and ris-
ing bond yields.

At the Interbank For-
eign Exchange (Forex), 
the rupee opened lower 
at 74.37 and lost further 
ground to hit a record in-

tra-day low of 74.50 against 
the US dollar on strong 
demand for the American 
currency from importers 
amid unabated foreign 
fund outflows.

However, the rupee 
clawed back lost ground 
and finally settled for the 
day at 74.12, up by 9 paise, 
posting a gain for the sec-
ond consecutive day in an 
otherwise volatile market.

On Wednesday, the 
rupee rose by 18 paise to 
74.21. “Rupee gained due 
to falling oil prices and 
slide in domestic bond 
yield. Oil prices declined 
in expectation of increased 
production and if this 
trend continues, the rupee 
may find some stability,” 

Geojit Financial Services 
Head of Research Vinod 
Nair said. Brent crude was 
trading at USD 81.54 per 
barrel, down 1.87 per cent. 

The BSE Sensex 
slumped over 750 points 
to end at a six-month low, 
while the NSE Nifty ended 
below the 10,300 mark 
Thursday as global indi-
ces witnessed across-the-
board losses.

Meanwhile, domes-
tic institutional investors 
(DIIs) bought shares worth 
Rs 1,892.94 crore, while for-
eign institutional investors 
(FIIs) pulled out a net Rs 
1,096.05 crore Wednesday, 
as per provisional stock ex-
change data.

“Though the crude oil 

prices have eased over-
night, it is temporary. As 
US sanctions on Iran begin 
from Nov., crude oil prices 

might continue to rise in 
the international market. 
This may pressurise the 
rupee in coming sessions,”. 
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#MeToo: A Long 
Needed Catharsis

T
here was relative silence in India when the 
#MeToo movement hit the Western countries 
hard after American film producer Harvey 
Weinstein was accused of sexual misconduct 

by several women about a year ago. It’s not that the viral 
social media campaigns against sexual harassment 
and sexual assault, especially in the workplace, didn’t 
reach the subcontinent. It did, and a few people even 
opened up about the traumatic ordeal they have had in 
the hands of sexual predators. But it failed to make an 
impact big enough to embolden those who had been 
living with fear, pain, and shame and anger for years to 
speak up. But the long silence has been broken now with 
more and more women joining the conversation in the 
past couple of weeks by sharing their traumatic stories 
on social media, something that many powerful men 
may have thought would not happen. The movement 
has now provided voice to the voiceless, giving the once 
helpless victims to take on the mighty without fear. It 
is now clear: women irrespective of their profession—
entertainment, corporate world, or the media—have 
suffered sexual harassment at work places. The media, 
which is supposed to fight for the rights of individuals 
(women) and to create awareness about social issues, is 
also gripped by the movement after women journalists 
spoke about bad experiences with their superiors in work 
places. The magnitude of the movement shows that the 
Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, which seeks to 
protect women from sexual harassment in workplaces, 
might not be as helpful as expected, suggesting that the 
law can be expanded.

Some may ask why the victims, including the 
educated, took that many years to reveal the pain they 
have had to go through; why they did not complain when 
the incident happened then. Well, years may have passed 
but traumatic experiences like sexual harassment can 
remain fresh in the minds of victims. Speaking out after 
silently suffering alone for long may at least give them 
some relief and make them feel empowered again. And 
they have every right to speak against sexual predators. 
After all, any time is good and appropriate to reveal social 
evils. Choosing instant gratification by shaming men on 
social media rather than taking the course of legal action 
can be a matter of worry for both sides because one 
can’t rule out cases of false allegations too. However, that 
doesn’t take away the merit of the #MeToo movement, 
which has given courage to women to speak about their 
ordeal despite that it might cost them their career, or harm 
reputation, and even attract social stigma especially in a 
conservative country like ours. Many women are now 
comfortable talking about their suffering and trauma in 
public, which is needed to build a just society. The new-
found courage will at least knock male entitlement out of 
the heads of some evil-minded individuals.

The good news is that God cares for us!

The weather outside was threatening, and the alert on 
my cell phone warned about the possibility of flash 
floods. An unusual number of cars were parked in 

my neighborhood as parents and others gathered to pick 
up children at the school bus drop-off point. By the time 
the bus arrived, it had started to rain. That’s when I ob-
served a woman exit her car and retrieve an umbrella from 
the trunk. She walked towards a little girl and made sure 
the child was shielded from the rain until they returned to 
the vehicle. What a beautiful “real time” picture of paren-
tal, protective care that reminded me of the care of our 
heavenly Father.

The prophet Isaiah forecast punishment for disobedi-
ence followed by brighter days for God’s people (Isaiah 
40:1–8). The heavenly dispatch from the mountain (v. 9) 
assured the Israelites of God’s mighty presence and ten-
der care. The good news, then and now, is that because 
of God’s power and ruling authority, anxious hearts need 
not fear (vv. 9–10). Included in the announcement was 
news about the Lord’s protection, the kind of protection 
shepherds provide (v. 11): vulnerable young sheep would 
find safety in the Shepherd’s arms; nursing ewes would 
be led gently.

In a world where circumstances aren’t always easy, 
such images of safety and care compel us to look confi-
dently to the Lord. Those who trust wholeheartedly in the 
Lord find security and renewed strength in Him (v. 31).  

Father, in a world where we are sometimes 
threatened, we are comforted because of Your 

gracious care for us—in and through the  
Lord Jesus Christ.

Frank F. Islam   | IANS

Sakuntala Narasimhan  | thewire.in

India Needs a World-Class Higher Educational System 

Global Health Activists Are Against Coca-Cola Sponsoring Youth Olympics. Here’s Why

I
ndia has the third-largest higher educational sys-
tem in the world. In 2016, there were 799 universities 
and 39,071 colleges spread across the country. These 
numbers are staggering. The growth of higher educa-

tion in India over a little more than half a century has been 
even more staggering.

Between 1950 and 2014, the number of universities in 
India increased by 34 times. And, between 1950 and 2013, 
colleges increased by 74 times.

This quantitative explosion in higher education insti-
tutions has not been matched by the quality of the educa-
tion they provide. In fact, the gap between quantity and 
quality is so large that it stands as one of the major obsta-
cles in the way of India being a world leader. To become 
such a leader, India needs to develop a world class higher 
education system.

Two years ago, the Narendra Modi administration at-
tempted to put some focus on quality in higher education 
with its introduction of draft regulations for a new initia-
tive called the “UGC (Declaration of Government Educa-
tional Institutions as World Class Institutions) Guidelines, 
2016.” By 2018, when the first six institutions were named 
under this initiative, they were designated as “Institutions 
of Eminence” as opposed to “world class institutions”.

Although the label has been changed, the intent re-
mains the same. That is to give considerable discretion 
to and elevate the status of these institutions. This is not 
necessarily a bad thing. But, it will do little to address the 
underlying problems of higher education in India.

This is true because the focus is completely wrong. 
These universities are the tip of the higher educational 
iceberg. Enhancing the capacity of a few institutions, 
thus possibly enabling them to be rated a little higher in 

the world rankings of higher education institutions, does 
nothing for the many.

That’s not to say that India does not need world class 
institutions of higher education. It is to say that more, 
importantly India, needs a world class higher education 
system.

A world class higher education system is one that is 
student- or customer-centred rather than institution-
centred. It comprises certified and caring institutions that 
have the resources required and the core mission of en-
suring that students/customers acquire the knowledge/
skills/abilities and dispositions that they need to achieve 
their individual goals and to maximise their contribution 
to society.

India’s current system has been almost exactly the 
opposite of that. The emphasis has been primarily on a 
select group of institutions and individuals rather than 
embracing and addressing the needs of the whole.

There are many steps that must be taken to change 
this and to make the Indian higher education system 
world class. They include:
- Increase public financing. The federal and state govern-
ments currently provide limited funding for higher educa-
tion. As a result, over 70 percent of the higher education 
institutions are operated by the private sector. These in-
stitutions are not well regulated and are of highly variable 
quality. Public sector financing could be used to support 
existing public institutions and to establish new ones in 
regions in which there are limited higher educational op-
portunities.
- Enhance the infrastructure. Colleges and universi-
ties throughout India have inadequate physical settings, 
lack equipment, and suffer from a shortage of competent 
teachers. Ensuring that each higher educational institu-
tion is infrastructurally sound, establishes the proper en-

vironment for learning and growth.
- Expand access to and participation in higher educa-
tion. The enrollment in higher education is approximate-
ly 15 per cent of the eligible population. This percentage 
needs to be much higher for India to be considered and to 
become a developed or developing country. It also needs 
to be representative of the entire population, including 
females, those from the weaker sectors, and rural areas.
- Enforce standards and requirements appropriately. 
The announced replacement of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) with the Higher Education Commis-
sion of India (HECI) created considerable debate within 
and outside of the educational community. The essential 
question regardless of whether there is an UGC, HECI 
or some other agency with an acronym. must be: Is the 
proper data being collected and used to monitor perform-
ance and ensure accountability for each institution in the 
higher education system?
- Place an emphasis on vocational education. The higher 
education system must meet the needs of potential em-
ployers and prospective employees. Currently, there is a 
mismatch. The higher educational system must equip it-
self to be the provider of first resort and give the country 
the skilled workforce it requires.

There are many other steps that must be taken, such 
as addressing politicians controlling many educational 
institutions, to make India’s higher education system 
world class. But there must be only one mindset. That 
mindset must be that the country’s higher education sys-
tem must be restructured, redesigned, and renewed in a 
way that benefits all of India and all Indians.

Frank F. Islam is an entrepreneur, civic and thought 
leader based in Washington, D.C. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be contacted at ffislam@verizon.net

E
leven-year-old Martin wants to become a sports 
star. Like Virat Kohli, Sachin Tendulkar, or Ron-
aldo. And make pots of money.

He will, however, never become a sportsman, 
because he is grossly obese. He is also addicted to fizzy 
cola drinks, which he has to have at every meal, starting 
from breakfast. He sits before the TV for endless hours, 
watching telecasts of the IPL, World Cups, Wimbledon 
and other gala international events, fantasising about his 
own future in sports.

Connect this boy’s lifestyle and health to the fact that 
the ongoing 2018 Youth Olympics in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, has the multinational soft drink giant Coca Cola as 
one of its main sponsors and you see how it all adds up, 
to trash the dreams of thousands of Martins around the 
world. A declaration condemning Coke’s sponsorship, re-
leased by health activists around the world, had received, 
at last count (August 2018) an impressive endorsement 
from 241 supporters (including five international associa-
tions of nutritionists as signatories) from Brazil, Canada, 
Mexico, Uruguay, New Zealand, Colombia, El Salvador 
and Ecuador. The signatories demand that the multina-
tional withdraw its sponsorship.

It has long been known that fizzy cola drinks are high 
in sugar content and have contributed to rising obesity 
around the world, including many developing countries, 
where non-communicable diseases related to obesity 
have overtaken health issues related to communicable 
diseases of yore (caused by infections). Argentina is also 
one of the countries with a high sugar consumption in 
the world, and is particularly vulnerable to advertise-
ments promoting fizzy drinks. What, then, will be the ef-
fect of Coca Cola’s sponsorship of an Olympics event for 
Youth at Buenos Aires? Not only on Martin and his coun-
terparts in Argentina, but also on young viewers of the 

event’s telecasts around the world?
Many poor countries are experiencing the rise of obes-

ity even in the midst of  pervasive malnutrition, thanks 
to the consumption of sugary drinks that are promoted 
through advertisements. Youngsters who watch sports 
telecasts get exposed to ads and get hooked. Multination-
als are in business to make profits, not worry about health 
consequences.

Coca Cola spends over $3.49 billion per year on ad-
vertising; Pepsi’s annual advertising outlay is over $2 bil-
lion. A company would not spend billions on advertising 
unless the returns from increased sales brought in profits 
in billions too. Companies also spend large amounts on 
“image makeovers”, to cope with damaging  revelations 
from health activists about the ill effects of high sugar con-
sumption (‘diet’ colas, for example). Sponsoring sports 
events is part of the ‘image building’ as “pro-sports and 
pro-health”, never mind if impressionable youngsters will 
never see their dreams of becoming sports stars material-
ise, thanks to their addiction to unhealthy, sugary drinks. 
You cannot hope to be a sports star if you have unhealthy 
food habits. And unhealthy addictions among youngsters 
cause long term damage.

A global report put together for the WHO some years 
ago, condemning and warning about undesirably high 
sugar consumption, was blocked by the US (which hous-
es fizzy drink multinationals) with threats of curtailing US 
contributions to the WHO if the report was publicised. 
The director of WHO’s department of Nutrition for Health 
and Development, endorsed the findings of the report, 
that reducing sugar consumption would bring down the 
incidence of obesity and tooth decay. But even a world 
body like WHO needs money to function and stoppage 
of funding by a major contributor like the US becomes a 
worrisome threat. Commercial considerations then dic-
tate even government responses, not public health, even 
if promoting public health is one of the obligations of 

governments.
The declaration against sponsorship of the Youth Ol-

ympics by Coke is supported by the People’s Health Move-
ment (PHM), a global network of grassroots health activ-
ists from over 70 countries. PHM has a vigorous agenda 
of activities including an annual meet in a developing 
country (like Bangladesh, which, in spite of its poverty, has 
some enviable successes in terms of banning irrational 
combinations of drugs that push up prices needlessly and 
limit people’s access to medication) where activists from 
around the world exchange experiences about initiatives 
that work (and some that ran into trouble and obstacles 
encountered) in different countries. It is one of the most 
vibrant networks on health worldwide. Some of the most 
regular inputs for PHM comes from (incredibly) Vietnam, 
a tiny country that was devastated by a prolonged war by 
the US.

Forty years ago, the Alma-Ata Declaration called for 
national plans to establish “Health for All” by the year 
2000 as a worldwide goal. Forty years on, that declaration 
remains, sadly, only on paper. Because corporate billions 
enjoy more clout than any declarations from activists 
about children’s rights to health as a basic entitlement.

Coca Cola boasts of being the “longest continu-
ous corporate partner of the Olympic games”. Sport-
ing events like the Olympics need money for conduct-
ing events. If sponsorship by multinational companies 
whose products are unhealthy are banned, where will 
the money come from? This is the major ethical dilem-
ma faced by activists today, when money, profits and 
commercial considerations overrule all others including 
ethics. While sponsorship by tobacco companies is now 
prohibited, the sugar lobby remains to be sensitised. 
No mainstream media bothered to even report on this 
important Declaration, despite its health implications. 
Because criticising a multinational means loss of adver-
tising revenue for the media.

Scars of My Life’s Battles and Wars

DAILY
PATH

Safe in His Arms

BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 40:9–11   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the 
lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart.   

~   Isaiah 40:11

This chart of the position of the ‘nova’ (encircled) was recorded by the famous astronomer Hevelius 
and was published by the Royal Society in England.  CC BY-SA

Albert Zijlstra  | The Conversation

How We Solved a Centuries-Old Mystery by Discovering a Rare Form of Star Collision

A 
bright new star appeared in the 
sky in June, 1670. It was seen by 
the Carthusian monk Père Dom 
Anthelme in Dijon, France, and 

astronomer Johannes Hevelius in Gdansk, 
Poland. Over the next few months, it slow-
ly faded to invisibility. But in March 1671, 
it reappeared – now even more luminous 
and among the 100 brightest stars in the 
sky. Again it faded, and by the end of the 
summer it was gone. Then in 1672, it put 
in a third appearance, now only barely vis-
ible to the naked eye. After a few months it 
was gone again and hasn’t been seen since.

This has always seemed to be an odd 
event. For centuries, astronomers regard-
ed it as the oldest known nova – a type of 
star explosion. But this explanation be-
came untenable in the 20th century. A 
nova is a fairly common event, when hy-
drogen ignites in an otherwise extinct star 
causing a thermonuclear runaway reac-
tion. Stars can also explode as supernovae, 
following an implosion of their core. How-
ever, we know now that neither would give 
the kind of repeated appearance seen in 
this event.

So what was it? Our new research, pub-
lished in the Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, offers a whole new 
explanation.

In 1982, the American astronomer 
Mike Shara found a nebula – an interstellar 
cloud of dust, hydrogen, helium and other 
gases – at the position of the missing star, 
which had since acquired the name CK Vul 
in between. This proved that something 
had indeed happened here. Astronomers 
later noted that the nebula was expanding, 
and that the expansion had started around 
300 years ago. But the star itself couldn’t be 
seen.

Things became even stranger when 
the astronomer Tomasz Kamiński discov-
ered that the nebula contained a most 
unusual mix of elements, being very abun-
dant in two isotopes (elements with a dif-
ferent number of neutrons in their nucleus 
compared to the “normal” atom): a type of 
nitrogen (15N) and radioactive aluminium 
(26Al). These require very high tempera-

tures to form. Whatever happened, this 
had been a high-energy event.
New observations
We observed the location of the star with 
ALMA observatory in Chile.. This spectac-
ular-looking telescope uses 64 separate 
dishes, and observes in the microwave 
region of light. It is particularly good at de-
tecting radiation from molecules in space. 
What we found is that the debris from the 
event is visible as two rings of dust, resem-
bling an hourglass. This hourglass is em-
bedded within a larger hourglass seen in 
previous observations, and itself contains 
other structures – nested like a Russian 
doll.

Such hourglass lobes indicate the pres-
ence of jets coming from the centre, which 
blow out the opposing bubbles. But the 
hourglasses are at slightly different angles. 
This suggests that the originating structure 

was spinning, and this requires a protract-
ed process. Whatever happened, it was not 
just a single explosion. The ejection must 
have taken some time.

But if it wasn’t an explosion, what hap-
pened? The alternative to a stellar explo-
sion is a collision between two stars. These 
are rare events which have caught much 
attention in recent years. In 2008, a colli-
sion was caught near the centre of our gal-
axy. The colliding stars circled each other 
closely, before finally merging.

During the event, the stars became 100 
times brighter than before, and over the 
next two years they faded again. A simi-
lar event may have happened in the year 
2000, when a star called V838 Mon sud-
denly brightened and then slowly faded.

CK Vul could be the result of a merger 
between two normal stars. But this didn’t 
seem to fit. Luckily, though, there is a com-
plete zoo of possible collisions, as stars 

come in many types. We have now worked 
out that two stars from the opposite side of 
the stellar spectrum could have produced 
the pattern seen in the sky.

The main actor would have been a 
white dwarf, a dense remnant left after a 
star like the sun reaches the end of its life. 
The supporting actor would have been a 
brown dwarf, an object in the twilight zone 
between stars and planets: too light to pro-
duce the hydrogen fusion which normally 
takes place at the centre of a stars, but too 
heavy to be a planet. They are 10 to 80 
times heavier than Jupiter. Brown dwarfs 
are probably quite common, but they are 
hard to find because they are so faint.

A collision between a white dwarf and 
a brown dwarf would be spectacular. The 
brown dwarf would be shredded by the 
much heavier and denser white dwarf. 
Some of the shredded dwarf would rain 
down on the white dwarf and provide the 
fuel for a thermonuclear reaction. The rest 
of the brown dwarf would be swept up in 
the debris from the outburst.

Unlike a normal star, white dwarfs can 
be extremely faint, and after the merger 
and thermonuclear explosion, would 
eventually have returned to this bright-
ness. The remaining dust shells may also 
have contributed, making it opaque to vis-
ible light. A merger of normal stars would 
have left a star of normal luminosity, and 
even if obscured could still have been seen 
in the infrared.

Is this what actually happened? We 
have made a plausible model but further 
tests would be required to produce con-
clusive evidence. For example, would this 
collision provide the right conditions to 
form radioactive aluminium? Upcom-
ing observations could look at the details 
of the innermost region of the hourglass 
structure to find out.

Our discovery represents the first ever 
detection of a collision between a white 
and a brown dwarf. Once confirmed, we 
can use it to look for other events like it. 
Astronomy is an adventure: a beautiful 
mix of physics and discovery. We are still 
learning.

Albert Zijlstra is a professor of 
Astrophysics at the University of 

Manchester



O
ne of the 2018 Nobel Prizes in 
physics went to Donna Strickland, 
a major accomplishment for any 
scientist. Yet much of the news 

coverage has focused on the fact that she’s 
only the third female physicist to receive the 
award, after Marie Curie in 1903 and Maria 
Goeppert-Mayer 60 years later.

Though biochemical engineer Frances 
Arnold also won this year, for chemistry, 
the rarity of female Nobel laureates raises 
questions about women’s exclusion from 
education and careers in science. Female re-
searchers have come a long way over the past 
century. But there’s overwhelming evidence 
that women remain underrepresented in 
the STEM fields of science, technology, engi-
neering and math.

Studies have shown those who persist in 
these careers face explicit and implicit barri-
ers to advancement. Bias is most intense in 
fields that are predominantly male, where 
women lack a critical mass of representation 
and are often viewed as tokens or outsiders.

When women achieve at the highest 
levels of sports, politics, medicine and sci-
ence, they serve as role models for all of us, 
especially for girls and other women. But are 
things getting better in terms of equal repre-
sentation? What still holds women back in 
the classroom, in the lab, in leadership and 
as award winners?

Good news at the start of the pipeline
Traditional stereotypes hold that women 
“don’t like math” and “aren’t good at sci-
ence.” Both men and women report these 
viewpoints, but researchers have empirically 
disputed them. Studies show that girls and 
women avoid STEM education not because 

of cognitive inability, but because of early 
exposure and experience with STEM, edu-
cational policy, cultural context, stereotypes 
and a lack of exposure to role models.

For the past several decades, efforts to 
improve the representation of women in 
STEM fields have focused on countering 
these stereotypes with educational reforms 
and individual programs that can increase 
the number of girls entering and staying in 
what’s been called the STEM pipeline – the 
path from K-12 to college to postgraduate 
training.

These approaches are working. Women 
are increasingly likely to express an inter-
est in STEM careers and pursue STEM 
majors in college. Women now make up 
half or more of workers in psychology and 
social sciences and are increasingly repre-
sented in the scientific workforce, though 
computer and mathematical sciences are 
an exception. According to the American 
Institute of Physics, women earn about 20 
percent of bachelor’s degrees and 18 per-
cent of Ph.D.s in physics, an increase from 
1975 when women earned 10 percent of 
bachelor’s degrees and 5 percent of Ph.D.s 
in physics.

More women are graduating with STEM 
Ph.D.s and earning faculty positions. But 
they go on to encounter glass cliffs and ceil-
ings as they advance through their academic 
careers.

What’s not working for women
Women face a number of structural and in-
stitutional barriers in academic STEM ca-
reers.

In addition to issues related to the gender 
pay gap, the structure of academic science 
often makes it difficult for women to get 
ahead in the workplace and to balance work 
and life commitments. Bench science can 

require years of dedicated time in a labora-
tory. The strictures of the tenure-track proc-
ess can make maintaining work-life balance, 
responding to family obligations, and having 
children or taking family leave difficult, if not 
impossible.

Additionally, working in male-dominated 
workplaces can leave women feeling isolat-
ed, perceived as tokens and susceptible to 
harassment. Women often are excluded from 
networking opportunities and social events 
and left to feel they’re outside the culture of 
the lab, the academic department and the 
field.

When women lack critical mass – of 
about 15 percent or more – they are less 
empowered to advocate for themselves and 
more likely to be perceived as a minority 
group and an exception. When in this mi-
nority position, women are more likely to be 
pressured to take on extra service as tokens 
on committees or mentors to female gradu-
ate students.

With fewer female colleagues, women 
are less likely to build relationships with fe-
male collaborators and support and advice 
networks. This isolation can be exacerbated 
when women are unable to participate in 
work events or attend conferences because 
of family or child care responsibilities and an 
inability to use research funds to reimburse 
child care.

Universities, professional associations, 
and federal funders have worked to address 
a variety of these structural barriers. Efforts 
include creating family-friendly policies, 
increasing transparency in salary report-
ing, enforcing Title IX protections, providing 
mentoring and support programs for wom-
en scientists, protecting research time for 
women scientists, and targeting women for 
hiring, research support and advancement. 
These programs have mixed results. For ex-
ample, research indicates that family-friend-
ly policies such as leave and onsite child care 
can exacerbate gender inequity, resulting in 
increased research productivity for men and 
increased teaching and service obligations 
for women.

Implicit biases about who does science
All of us – the general public, the media, uni-
versity employees, students and professors 
– have ideas of what a scientist and a Nobel 
Prize winner looks like. That image is pre-
dominantly male, white and older – which 
makes sense given 97 percent of the science 
Nobel Prize winners have been men.

This is an example of an implicit bias: 
one of the unconscious, involuntary, natu-
ral, unavoidable assumptions that all of 
us, men and women, form about the world 
around us. People make decisions based on 
subconscious assumptions, preferences and 
stereotypes – sometimes even when they are 
counter to their explicitly held beliefs.

Research shows that an implicit bias 
against women as experts and academic 
scientists is pervasive. It manifests itself by 
valuing, acknowledging and rewarding men’s 
scholarship over women’s scholarship. Im-
plicit bias can work against women’s hiring, 
advancement and recognition of their work. 
For instance, women seeking academic jobs 
are more likely to be viewed and judged 
based on personal information and physical 
appearance. Letters of recommendation for 
women are more likely to raise doubts and 
use language that results in negative career 
outcomes.

Implicit bias can affect women’s ability to 
publish research findings and gain recogni-
tion for that work. Men cite their own papers 
56 percent more than women do. Known as 
the “Matilda Effect,” there is a gender gap in 
recognition, award winning and citations. 
Women’s research is less likely to be cited by 
others and their ideas are more likely to be 
attributed to men. Women’s solo-authored 
research takes twice as long to move through 
the review process. Women are underrepre-
sented in journal editorships, as senior schol-
ars and lead authors, and as peer reviewers. 
This marginalization in research gatekeep-
ing positions works against the promotion of 
women’s research.

When a woman becomes a world-class 
scientist, implicit bias works against the like-
lihood that she will be invited as a keynote or 

guest speaker to share her research findings, 
thus lowering her visibility in the field and 
the likelihood that she will be nominated for 
awards. This gender imbalance is notable in 
how infrequently women experts are quoted 
in news stories on most topics.

Women scientists are afforded less of the 
respect and recognition that should come 
with their accomplishments. Research shows 
that when people talk about male scientists 
and experts, they’re more likely to use their 
surnames and more likely to refer to women 
by their first names. Why does this matter? 
Because experiments show that individuals 
referred to by their surnames are more likely 
to be viewed as famous and eminent. In fact, 
one study found that calling scientists by 
their last names led people to consider them 
14 percent more deserving of a National Sci-
ence Foundation career award.

Female physics laureate No. 3
Strickland winning a Nobel Prize as an associ-
ate professor in physics is a major accomplish-
ment; doing so as a woman who has almost 
certainly faced more barriers than her male 
counterparts is, in my view, monumental.

When asked what it felt like to be the third 
female Nobel laureate in physics, Strickland 
noted that at first it was surprising to real-
ize so few women had won the award: “But, 
I mean, I do live in a world of mostly men, 
so seeing mostly men doesn’t really ever sur-
prise me either.”

Seeing mostly men has been the history 
of science. Addressing structural and implicit 
bias in STEM will hopefully prevent another 
half-century wait before the next woman 
is acknowledged with a Nobel Prize for her 
contribution to physics. I look forward to the 
day when a woman receiving the most pres-
tigious award in science is newsworthy only 
for her science and not her gender.

Mary K. Feeney is an associate professor 
and lincoln professor of ethics in public 

affairs and associate director of the center 
for science, technology and environmental 

policy studies at the Arizona State 
University.

People haven’t done a good job updating their mental images of what a scientist looks like since Wilhelm 
Roentgen won the first physics Nobel in 1901.  Wellcome Collection, CC BY
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Is the number of women in STEM jobs increasing?
Women with college degrees remain underrepresented in science and engineering occupations in the United States, although less so than in 
the past. Except in computer/mathematical sciences, women have increased their proportion in each broad occupational group since the 
early 1990s.

Source: National Science Foundation, Science and Engineering Indicators Report

Year Social scientists/
psychologists

Biological/agricultural/
environmental life scientists

Computer/
mathematical scientists

All science and 
engineering

Physical 
scientists Engineers

1993 50.7% 34% 30.8% 22.9% 21.3% 8.6%

1995 49.9% 34.7% 29% 22.4% 21.5% 8.6%

1997 51.9% 36% 27% 22.7% 21.7% 9%

1999 54% 36.4% 27.1% 23.6% 23% 9.5%

2003 52.2% 40.3% 28.4% 26.3% 28.5% 11.1%

2006 54.2% 43.7% 26.5% 26.1% 28.4% 11.6%

2008 52.9% 45% 26.3% 26.8% 29.7% 12.9%

2010 58.1% 48.2% 25.1% 27.5% 30% 12.7%

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A group meeting or 
social event could bring up so many new and 
interesting ideas that you may not be able to 
digest them all, Aries. Some new friends who 

share your interests might want to continue the discus-
sions. Your mind is especially quick today. You could well 
grasp unusual concepts that usually don’t interest you. 
But watch your step - you might be so preoccupied that 
you could have an accident.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A lot of paperwork 
might need attention today, Taurus. You might 
throw a lot of your focus and energy into get-
ting it all done. Stimulating conversations with 

colleagues could keep your mind occupied so you avoid 
boredom. You could take a walk at the end of the day, since 
you’re apt to encounter so much new information that you 
will want to clear your head in order to absorb it all.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Expanding your 
mind could be of interest today, Gemini. You 
might decide to travel to a place you’ve always 
wanted to visit. Or you could decide to go back 

to school for an advanced degree. Either way, you’re likely 
to spend the day considering the idea and doing a lot of 
research. At some point you will want to go for a workout 
to rid your system of some of the day’s tension.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Generally, Cancer, 
you tend to be interested in what makes every-
thing tick, from the human mind to the work-
ings of the Universe to religion. Today that 

interest could be piqued by something you read or hear. 
You might want to delve into a field of interest and learn 
whatever you can about it. You could have some insights 
that are as valid as anyone else’s, so write them down!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Stimulating conversa-
tions could take place with partners of all sorts, 
Leo, from business to exercise to romantic. 
Some new and useful information could come 

your way that you will want to explore further. This is a 
great day to execute legal papers or enter into any kind 
of agreement or commitment. It’s a good time to sign up 
for a class or workshop. Make good use of the energies of 
the day.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Some stimulating 
discussions could take place today. Your energy 
is likely to be very high, Virgo. You may want to 
throw yourself into your work, particularly if it 

involves paperwork. You might also want to go for a work-
out, try your hand at writing, or read about the latest dis-
coveries concerning optimal health. Books, magazines, 
and the Internet could prove especially useful.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you might de-
cide to do some writing, Libra. This could be 
job related, but it’s more likely personal, either 
correspondence with friends and colleagues 

or creative. Some stimulating discussion could take place 
with friends, romantic partners, or children that could set 
your mind buzzing with new ideas. This is a great day to 
attend or participate in a sporting event.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some people 
who share your interests could visit your home 
today. You might want to take a walk or other-
wise exercise together, but you will probably 

get into some stimulating debates. Don’t be surprised if 
everyone talks at once! New books that you will want to 
read could come to your attention. In the evening, rent 
some videos on whatever subject you’ve discussed.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your mind 
will be especially quick and active today, Sagit-
tarius, and you’re likely to want to spend much 
of the day involved in intellectual activities like 

reading, writing, or teaching. Communication with others 
should be a powerful part of your day, so you will proba-
bly spend time on the phone. You will want to write down 
many of the ideas you hear. You will find most of them in-
teresting and want to remember them.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
might decide to tackle your financial paper-
work and get it all done. This is a great day for 
that, Capricorn, although you might be a little 

too ambitious and not get as much done as you’d like. This 
is a good time to make use of any writing talent, because 
ideas could be coming to you thick and fast. Expect many 
of letters or phone calls in this busy and stimulating day.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your mind is 
usually quick, agile, and hungry for informa-
tion, Aquarius. Today it’s likely to be even 
more so than usual. Your curiosity is high 

and you could go to unusual lengths to satisfy it. You 
might also feel particularly energetic and want to go for 
a workout. This is a good idea. Exercise can clear your 
head and give you a better perspective on new ideas 
and information.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You generally tend 
to be sensitive and intuitive, Pisces, but today 
you might be even more so. Reading about 
people from other places and times might 

cause you to tune into their thoughts and feelings and 
receive new insight into human nature. Creative projects, 
particularly writing, benefit from this. If you want to re-
member what you come up with, write it down.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Mary K. Feeney  | The Conversation

Why More Women Don’t Win Science Nobels

O
ctober 8, 2018, brought 
two bits of news of a glo-
bal nature. While both 
of them were defining 

pieces of news of our times, many 
missed the unmistakable and po-
tent link between the two.

That nexus in reality is so pow-
erful that it has potential to trans-
form the global pathways for action 
on climate change. It also is influ-
ential driver to alter the mind and 
will of political leaders, including 
the climate-deniers as well as the 
stallers and breakers of the global 
consensus.

The first news came in from city 
of Incheon in South Korea where 
IPCC-Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, a UN body of cli-
mate experts from 40 countries, re-
leased ‘The Special Report on Glo-
bal Warming of 1.5 deg C’. 

For common man the title with 
its figure of ‘1.5 deg C’ sounded far 
from any immediate importance. 

But the report was requested by 
197 countries of the world that 
have ratified the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) to reinforce the 
Paris Climate Agreement of 2015. 

The raison d’etre of the Paris 
Agreement is a need to keep a glo-
bal average temperature rise this 
century well below 2 deg C and to 
strive to limit the temperature in-
crease even further lower to 1.5 deg 
C above pre-industrial levels of later 
part of 18th century. The challenge 
of restricting the rise to 1.5 deg C 
came mainly from nearly 60 small 
island countries who in reality are 
facing their existential threat due to 
sea level rise driven by global warm-
ing .

IPCC’s special report gives un-
equivocal message that the global 
average temperature rise has al-
ready reached 1 deg C. With the cur-
rent speed of action, the additional 
rise of half a degree is just about 12 
years away, within the lifetime of 
most of the humanity living today.

There is threat that beyond rise 

of 1.5 deg C, humanity would enter 
the era of irreversible change. Re-
port even goes to details in quan-
tifying the damages when the rise 
in temperature would be 1.5 deg C 
and compares that with rise of 2 deg 
C. It then hints at the possibility of 
human societies and natural eco-
systems crossing certain thresholds 
to cause sudden and calamitous 
changes called ‘tipping point’. The 
report appears to even enter into 
dark and cataclysmic spaces of cli-
mate impact beyond 2 deg C.

The call for urgency is never ex-
pressed so dramatically in the 33 
page summary of the report. The 
near impossible time lines like: the 
world needs to reduce CO2 emis-
sions by 45 per cent by 2030 from 
the 2010 levels and reach net-zero 
emissions by 2050, virtually all of 
the coal plants and gasoline-burn-
ing vehicles on the planet would 
need to be quickly replaced with ze-
ro-carbon alternatives in next two 
decades at the latest are shattering. 

Adverse impacts on the eco-
systems and human societies are 

estimated to be much greater than 
anticipated earlier and the rate of 
decarbonisation of the world econ-
omy has been strongly suggested 
to be faster than what was recom-
mended before. 

Surprisingly, the report radiates 
some hopes that, however, belie 
the fact that the pledges given in 
the Paris agreement would lead 
the temperature rise to 3.5 deg C 
-- which is beyond the catastro-
phe. Sadly, the negotiators of the 
Paris Climate Agreement are still 
nowhere near to finalising the rule-
book for implementation of the 
agreement, for which the deadline 
is fixed at the end of 2018. The rule 
book is expected to include the 
mechanism of raising the ambi-
tions and pledges. 

Nearly two decades of similar 
warnings from IPCC’s five assess-
ments have been washed away by 
inactions and obstructions. So why 
this special report would make a 
difference? This is where the mighty 
and potent link with the second 
news of October 8th takes the cen-

tral stage.
The second news came from 

Stockholm soon after the first news 
from Incheon. William Nordhaus 
of Yale University and Paul Romer 
of New York University, pioneers 
in adapting the western economic 
growth model to focus on climate 
change issues and sharing the ben-
efits of technology to address en-
vironmental issues, won the 2018 
Nobel Economics Prize.

Why is this transformative news?
Because it is the first time econo-
mists have provided the practical 
and evidence based trigger to take 
action on climate change. Nordhaus 
was recognised for his pathbreak-
ing assessment of the economic 
impact of climate change, and his 
advancement for the governments 
to tax the carbon emissions. Romer 
is known for his work on the role of 
policy in encouraging technological 
innovation.

During their press conference 
Dr Romer said: “One problem today 
is that people think protecting the 

environment will be so costly and 
so hard that they want to ignore the 
problem and pretend it doesn’t ex-
ist”. He went on to state the limitless 
capability of humans for the col-
lective and coordinated growth in 
the world of globalisation, without 
harming the ecosystems.

This is the kind of message that 
dares to address the complex chal-
lenge of keeping the temperature 
rise below 1.5 deg C.

In short economic instruments 
and technology innovation are 
now being framed into econom-
ics, that are more appealing for the 
business-minded political leaders. 
Economists are now poised to be at 
the core of the climate change ne-
gotiations. The finance ministers, 
who are either shy or wary of cli-
mate change, may now try to fall in 
line of action. 

Rajendra Shende is Chairman 
TERRE Policy Centre and former 

Director UNEP. The views expressed 
are persona;. He can be contacted 

at shende.rajendra@gmail.com

Rajendra Shende  | IANS

Clinching Argument: Framing Climate Change in Economics



NEWS IN BRIEF
India names new envoy to Thailand
New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): India on Thursday named 
Suchitra Durai, a 1988 batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) 
officer, as its next Ambassador to Thailand. Durai, who 
is currently India’s High Commissioner to Kenya, is ex-
pected to take up her new assignment shortly, according 
to a statement issued by the External Affairs Ministry. 
The appointment assumes significance as Thailand in 
July took over the role of India’s country coordinator 
with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) 
regional bloc.

Communal clash in UP over installing 
Durga idol; 6 policemen injured
Bahraich (UP), Oct. 11 (PTI): Six policemen were injured 
when they tried to intervene in a clash between mem-
bers of two communities over installing a Durga idol 
in the Sisaye Salon locality here, police said Thursday. 
The incident occurred Wednesday when some people 
tried to install the idol of Goddess Durga in the Risiya 
police station area without permission of the authorities 
concerned, Additional Superintendent of Police (Rural) 
Ravindra Kumar Singh said. People from the other com-
munity objected to it, leading to a clash. The members 
from the Hindu and Muslim communities indulged in 
brick-batting, he said. The clashing groups also attacked 
the police team rushed to control the situation. Six 
policemen -- two sub-inspectors and four constables 
-- were injured in the incident, the ASP said. Police have 
registered cases against 290 people of the two com-
munities, naming 40 of them. 15 of them have been 
arrested, he said.

Student throws sandal at Nitish
Patna, Oct. 11 (IANS): A student protesting against res-
ervation hurled a sandal at Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar on Thursday here but it missed the target by a 
few metres, police said. The Chief Minister along with 
his senior ministers was present at a public function in 
Bapu Sabhgar when Chandan Kumar Tiwari threw the 
footwear at him. Tiwari was quickly detained by the po-
lice. But some Janata Dal-United workers still managed 
to thrash him before the student was taken away. Tiwari 
told the media he was against reservation and has been 
protesting against the Nitish Kumar-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) government in Bihar. 
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Cyclone ‘Titli’ leaves eight dead in Andhra 
Pradesh, causes widespread damage 

INX case: ED attaches Karti’s 
properties in India, abroad 

Rafale deal: Rahul Gandhi demands probe against PM, calls him ‘corrupt person’

Rape accused should be burnt 
alive — Woman Congress MLA 

‘Tax raid on media house 
attack on free press’

Fourth Industrial Revolution to 
change nature of jobs — PM Modi

Six trains cancelled, many rescheduled

Congress President Rahul Gandhi demands probe against Prime Minister Narendra Modi in relation to 
the alleged scam in Rafale deal as AICC chief spokesperson Randeep Singh Surjewala looks on, during a 
press conference at AICC HQ, in New Delhi, Thursday.

PTI

People make their way as Cyclone Titli hits the city, starting with surface wind effect reaching speeds of 126 kmph at Gopalpur, in Ganjam, 
Thursday.

PTI

A view of Karthik Chidambaram’s house in Jor Bag, which is sealed by IT department, in New Delhi, 
Thursday.

PTI

Amaravati (AP), Oct. 11 
(PTI): The “very severe” 
cyclonic storm, “Titli”, left 
eight people dead, besides 
causing widespread dam-
age in Srikakulam and 
Vizianagaram districts 
of north coastal Andhra 
Pradesh Thursday, the 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (SDMA) 
said.

The cyclone threw 
normal life out of gear as 
heavy to very heavy rains 
started lashing the two dis-
tricts since late Wednesday 
night.

A 62-year-old woman 
died at Gudivada Agraha-
ram village after an up-
rooted tree fell on her, a 
55-year-old man died in a 
house collapse at Rotanasa 
village in Srikakulam dis-
trict, the SDMA said.

The Chief Minister’s 

Office (CMO) informed 
that six fishermen, who 

had put out to sea, were 
killed.

Of the 67 fishing boats 
that had ventured into 

Ahmedabad, Oct. 11 (PTI): 
In the wake of the alleged 
rape of a 14-month old 
girl in Gujarat two weeks 
back, state Congress MLA 
Geniben Thakor has said 
that rape accused should be 
burnt alive instead of being 
handed over to police.

A video in which the 
woman legislator is pur-
portedly seen telling this 
to a group of women went 
viral on Thursday. However, 
Thakor clarified that she 
was just trying to pacify 
the women as they were 
anguished over the rape of 
the 14-month old girl from 
Thakor community.

In the video captured 

on a mobile phone inside a 
house yesterday, the MLA is 
seen surrounded by some 
agitated women.

“In India, everyone has 
to pass through the process 
of law (to get justice). But, 
whenever such incidents 
happen, 50-150 persons 
should come together and 
burn him (rape accused) 
alive on the same day. Finish 
him, don’t hand him over to 
police,” Thakor is seen tell-
ing the women.

In her explanation, Tha-
kor said she was only trying 
to calm down the women, 
who were moved by the rape 
of the toddler near Himmat-
nagar town of Sabarkantha 

district on September 28.
The accused, a native of 

Bihar was arrested by police 
on the same day.

“The video was shot in-
side my residence. That was 
not a public rally or a press 
conference. I said those 
words in order to pacify 
some 100 women visitors, 
who were upset due to the 
rape incident. There was no 
other intention,” said Tha-
kor. Geniben is considered 
close to another Congress 
MLA Alpesh Thakor, who 
is in the eye of storm after 
attacks on Hindi speaking 
migrants following the rape 
incident and arrest of mi-
grant worker from Bihar.

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): Calling the income tax raids on 
a news portal office “a clampdown on free press”, Amnesty 
India on Thursday said the authorities are attempting to 
silence anyone expressing views critical of the government.

“The Income Tax Department’s search on Quintillion 
Media Private Ltd, which runs a news website ‘The Quint’, 
and the homes of its owners, Raghav Bahl and Ritu Kapoor, 
indicates a clampdown on the free press,” Aakar Patel, Ex-
ecutive Director of Amnesty India, said in a statement.

“It raises disturbing questions on whether the news 
website is being targeted for speaking truth to power. It ap-
pears that the authorities are attempting to silence anyone 
expressing views that are critical of the government,” he said.

Income Tax officials on Thursday carried out “surveys” 
at the residence and office premises of Bahl over alleged tax 
evasion.

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday allayed fears of 
job loss due to technological development, 
saying the ‘4th Industrial Revolution’ will 
change the nature of jobs and provide more 
opportunities.

Speaking at the launch of the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution, he said his govern-
ment is open to policy changes to help reap 
benefits of the fourth industrial revolution.

“Our diversity, our demographic po-
tential, fast-growing market size and digital 
infrastructure has potential to make India 
a global hub for research and implementa-
tion,” he said.

While the previous industrial revolutions 
eluded the country, India’s contribution 
to the 4th Industrial Revolution would be 
astonishing, he said.

“India was not independent when the 

first and second industrial revolution hap-
pened. When third industrial revolution 
happened, India was struggling with chal-
lenges of just attained independence,” he 
said. Artificial intelligence, machine learn-
ing, Internet of Things, blockchain and big 
data hold potential to take India to new 
heights, the Prime Minister said.

Reeling out the achievements of his 
government, Modi said teledensity has in-
creased to 93 per cent and nearly 50 crore 
Indians now have mobiles.

India is the largest mobile data consum-
ing country in the world and also the one 
with the cheapest data rates, he said, adding 
mobile data consumption has increased 30 
times in four years.

Over 120 crore Indians have Aadhaar, he 
said, adding work to connect all the 2.5 lakh 
village panchayats with optic fibre would be 
completed soon.

With cyclone Titli damaging railway 
structures at many places, East Coast 
Railway (ECoR) Thursday cancelled at 
least six trains and rescheduled some 
others besides gearing up to restore nor-
mal services.

After making landfall near Palasa in 
Andhra Pradesh, very severe cyclone 
Titli caused extensive damage to station 
buildings, platform shelters and foot 
overbridge at various places, an ECoR 
spokesman said.

He said signalling poles and over-
head electric masts have been damaged 
at several places between Palasa and Kot-
tabomali stations. Electricity feed to over-
head masts was also affected between 
Berhampur and Kottabomali.

A number of incidents of uprooted 
trees and branches falling on tracks 
have been reported from various places, 

blocking rail lines.
Railway teams, including track spe-

cialists, bridge engineers and over-head 
electricity engineers have rushed to 
spots for a detailed study of the impact of 
cyclone Titli between Brahmapur-Palasa 
and Palasa-Kottabomali.

In view of extensive damage to 
railway properties, ECoR cancelled at 
least six trains including 22819/22820 
Bhubaneswar-Visakhapatnam-Bhu-
baneswar Inter City Express from both 
the directions on Thursday.

Similarly, 22874 Visakhapatnam-
Digha Express from Visakhapatnam and 
18645 Howrah-Hyderabad East Coast 
Express from Howrah were cancelled on 
Thursday, ECoR official said.

Train services will be reviewed again 
and decision will be taken according to 
the circumstances, railway sources said.

the sea over the last few 
days from Kakinada in 
East Godavari district, 65 
had returned to the shore 
safely, the CMO said. Ef-
forts were on to bring back 
the remaining two boats 
safely, it added in a release.

The road network suf-
fered extensive damage in 
Srikakulam district, while 
the power distribution 
network was also vastly 
affected. 

More than 2,000 elec-
tric poles were uprooted 
by strong winds.

The Eastern Power Dis-
tribution Company that 
caters to the electricity 
needs of the north coastal 
districts reported that the 
power distribution system 
for 4,319 villages and six 
towns was affected in Sri-
kakulam district.

Traffic on the Chennai-
Kolkata National Highway 
was also hit at places like 
Tekkali due to uprooted 
trees. The telecommunica-
tion network in the district 
has also been hit.

Horticulture crops suf-
fered extensive damage in 
Srikakulam district while 
paddy suffered damage in 
Vizianagaram.

Coconut plantations, 
banana and mango trees 
were the worst hit in the 
“very severe” cyclonic 
storm, according to a pre-
liminary report prepared 
by the SDMA.

The Palasa, Vajrapuko-
ttur, Nandigam areas re-
corded 28.02 cm of rainfall 
followed by Kotabommali 
(24.82 cm), Santabommali 
(24.42 cm), Itchapuram 
(23.76 cm) and Tekkali 
(23.46 cm).

The other mandals in 
Srikakulam district record-
ed rainfall ranging from 2 
cm to 13.26 cm, the CMO 
said.

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): 
The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Thursday said 
it has attached properties 
worth INR 54 crore belong-
ing to former Union Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram’s 
son Karti Chidambaram 
and a firm in connection 
with the INX Media money 
laundering case.

Karti Chidambram de-
scribed the agency’s move 
as “bizarre and outlandish” 
and said he would take legal 
action against it. 

A senior ED official told 
IANS: “We have attached 
six properties of Karti worth 
INR 54 crore.”

The properties include 
a cottage worth INR 8.67 
crore in the UK’s Somerset, a 
tennis club and land located 
in Spain’s Gava worth INR 
14 crore.

Explaining the proce-
dure to attach the foreign 
asstes, the official said: “We 
would get the Letter Ro-
gatories (a judicial request) 
from competent authorities 
for legal formalisation of 
foreign assets under Section 
5 of the PMLA (Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 
2002).”

Besides the foreign 
properties, the ED also at-

tached land and proper-
ties worth Rs 16 crore in 
New Delhi’s Jor Bagh, in 
which Karti’s mother Nalini 
Chidambaram is a 50 per 
cent stakeholder, and two 
bungalows in Tamil Nadu’s 
Ooty -- one worth INR 50 
lakh and another INR 3.75 
crore, besides an agricul-
tural land worth INR 25 lakh 
in Kodaikanal in the same 
state.

Fixed deposits belong-
ing to the firm Advantage 
Strategic Consulting Pvt. 
Ltd. (ASCPL) worth INR 
90 lakh, kept in a Chennai 
bank, were also attached. 
The assets are in the name 
of Karti Chidambaram and 
ASCPL -- the firm allegedly 
linked to him.

The ED has also at-
tached properties belonging 
to Peter and Indrani Muk-
erjea in connection with the 
same case.

The ED said the inves-
tigation conducted so far 
shows that for the approval 
of Foreign Investment Pro-
motion Board (FIPB), Peter 
and Indrani Mukerjea met 
then Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram, so that there 
was no hold-up or delay in 
their application.

“During the investiga-

tion, it was admitted that 
debit notes were raised 
on the directions of Karti 
Chidambaram to show 
some transactions which 
in fact did not occur,” the 
agency alleged.

“The funds received 
by ASCPL were invested 
and ASCPL also purchased 
shares of Vasan Health Care. 
A part of these shares were 
sold at a profit of nearly Rs 
41 crore. ASCPL also earned 
Rs 18.49 crore from sale of 
shares in another company 
for Rs 29.49 crore. These 
funds arising from the sale 
of laundered property were 
also used in money launder-
ing,” it said.

Karti is facing probes by 
the ED and the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
in several cases, including 
alleged irregularities in the 
Foreign Investment Promo-
tion Board (FIPB) clearance 
to then INX Media for FDI 
in 2007 and the Aircel-Maxis 
case in 2006 and a money 
laundering case.

Karti Chidambaram was 
arrested on February 28 by 
the CBI for allegedly taking 
money to facilitate the FIPB 
clearance to INX Media in 
2007. He was later granted 
bail. 

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (PTI): 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi Thursday demand-
ed an investigation against 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on his role in the Ra-
fale deal, alleging that he 
was a “corrupt man” who 
helped Anil Ambani pocket 
Rs 30,000 crore in the pur-
chase of 36 aircraft.

He also described De-
fence Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman’s ongoing three-day 
visit to France as part of a 
“great cover-up”.

Gandhi’s allegations 
came a day after a report 
in French publication that 
said Dassault Aviation, the 
manufacturer of Rafale, had 
to choose Ambani’s firm Re-
liance Defence as its offset 
partner in India as a trade-
off for getting the deal.

The government has 
been insisting it had no role 
in Dassault’s choice of Reli-
ance Defence.

“The reality is that the 
prime minister is corrupt. 
The prime minister of In-
dia is a corrupt person, but 
he came to power on the 
promise of fighting corrup-
tion,” Gandhi said at a press 
conference.

“... in the Rafale con-
tract. the prime minister has 
indulged in clear cut corrup-

tion and there should be an 
investigation on it.” 

Questioning Modi’s si-
lence on the issue, he said, 
“It is clear there is pressure. 
If he is unable to respond, 
he should resign.”  The Con-
gress president, however, 
did not provide any evi-
dence to back his allegations 
against the prime minister.

“Why has suddenly the 
defence minister rushed to 
France? What is the emer-
gency?” he asked.

“The #GreatRafale-

CoverUp has begun. To try 
and show the deal is legiti-
mate, Raksha Mantri will 
need to generate minutes 
of imaginary meetings held 
between the French and 
our Ministry of Defence 
and both sides will need to 
agree on a common story to 
be spun to the media. RM 
left for France last night,” he 
added on Twitter.

Asked about the pur-
pose behind Sitharaman’s 
France visit, Gandhi told 
reporters, “To put pressure 

on Dassault, to silence them 
and do a cover up. This is the 
logic.” 

The whole idea, he said, 
is to put pressure on Das-
sault. The media was also 
being put under pressure, 
he added, asserting that the 
truth on the deal will come 
out and there was enough 
material for it.

Answering a question 
on why other parties were 
not joining him in speaking 
on the Rafale deal, Gandhi 
said whether he speaks or 

someone else, the real issue 
is that “the ex-president of 
France - no less has said 
India’s prime minister is 
corrupt”.

Last month, French 
investigative publication 
Mediapart quoted former 
French president Fran-
cois Hollande as saying 
that France was given “no 
choice” on selection of In-
dian partner for Dassault 
and the Indian government 
proposed the Indian com-
pany’s name.

On Wednesday, Media-
part, citing an internal docu-
ment of Dassault Aviation, 
reported that the aerospace 
giant was forced to enter 
into a joint venture with 
Reliance Defence as part of a 
trade-off to bag the contract 
for the 36 Rafale jet deal.

Dassault Aviation said 
in a statement that it has 
“freely chosen to make a 
partnership with India’s Re-
liance Group”.

According to Gandhi, 
a senior Dassault execu-
tive has said India’s prime 
minister pushed the con-
tract. Now both, Hollande 
and Dassault, are saying the 
Indian prime minister has 
said that “without this com-
pensation, this deal cannot 
be done”.

“Compensation’ for 
what, what has Anil Am-
bani done? What is he being 
compensated for, that is the 
question?” the Congress 
president asked.

Dassault, he said, is sit-
ting on a huge contract and 
will say what the Indian 
government wants it to say.

“One thing is very clear... 
India’s prime minister got 
the Rafale contract for Anil 
Ambani’s company and this 
is not the only contract, 
some more defence con-
tracts will come,” he said, 
adding that questions will 
be raised on the entire de-
fence contracts.

“So to India’s youth, 
farmers, small shopkeepers 
and brothers and sisters, 
Narendra Modi ji has done 
‘chowkidari’ of Anil Ambani 
and the truth is that he has 
given him a Rs 30,000 crore 
contract to save him and his 
business,” Gandhi alleged.

On cases of corruption 
against Congress leaders 
and his own family, he said, 
the BJP is in government 
and can carry out any kind 
of investigation.

Dassault Aviation said 
in a statement that it has 
“freely chosen to make a 
partnership with India’s Re-
liance Group”.
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News IN BrIef
Russia opens criminal probe over 
failed rocket launch
Moscow, Oct. 11 (PTI/AFP): Russian investigators said 
they had opened a criminal probe into a failed rocket launch 
that caused a two-man crew to make an emergency landing 
shortly after blast-off to the ISS on Thursday.  “An investigative 
group has been formed and officials are currently examining 
the launch site, documents are being seized,” the Investigative 
Committee said in a statement. The probe would seek to 
determine whether safety regulations had been violated during 
construction, leading to massive damage, the statement said. 
US astronaut Nick Hague and Russian cosmonaut Aleksey 
Ovchinin were rescued without injuries in Kazakhstan 
following the emergency landing earlier Thursday. 

World’s longest non-stop flight set 
to depart from Singapore
Singapore, Oct. 11 (IANS): A Singapore Airlines flight from 
Singapore to New York, deemed as the world’s longest non-
stop flight, is set to take off on Thursday. Singapore Airlines 
is relaunching the service five years after they withdrew it 
because it had become too expensive, reports the BBC.It 
will cover more than 15,000 km and is scheduled to take just 
under 19 hours.Singapore Airlines said there was a demand 
by customers for non-stop services which help cut travelling 
times compared with flights which have a stopover. The 
airline told the BBC that business class seats for the flight were 
fully booked. However, there were “a very limited number” 
of premium economy seats left. The airline is not planning 
to offer any economy bookings on the route. 

Amnesty for illegal immigrants in 
Italy ‘unthinkable’
Rome, Oct. 11 (IANS/AKI): An amnesty for illegal 
immigrants in Italy - where over 700,000 migrants have 
arrived since 2014 - is “unthinkable”, Italy’s hardline Interior 
Minister Matteo Salvini said on Thursday. “An amnesty 
has not been thought about. It is unthinkable,” Salvini told 
Radio Radicale. “Illegal immigration will not be condoned. 
It must be reined in.” Salvini has vowed to deport half a 
million illegal immigrants from Italy and to achieve “zero” 
migration.

European leaders: Morocco key 
partner for EU
Paris, Oct. 11 (IANS/MAP): Morocco has all the assets to 
contribute effectively to the development and progress of the 
Euro-Mediterranean region, European leaders have said at 
a summit on terrorism and migration in France’s Lyon city. 
Moroccan Interior Minister Abdelouafi Laftit participated 
in the European G6 summit on terrorism and migration 
earlier this week, along with the Interior Ministers of six 
major EU countries -- France, Germany, the UK, Spain, 
Italy and Poland.  The US was the other non-EU country 
participating in the summit, the news agency reported on 
Wednesday.  “Morocco and the EU must not only continue 
to cooperate together but also work together to deal with the 
difficult situation that the entire Euro-Mediterranean region is 
facing in terms of immigration and security,” said European 
Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship, 
Dimitris Avramopoulos. 

Israel detains US student for 
supporting Palestine
Washington, Oct. 11 (IANS): Israel has detained a US 
graduate student for more than a week, accusing her of  
supporting the Palestinian-led boycott movement. Lara 
Alqasem, a 22-year-old of Palestinian heritage from Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, arrived in Israel on a student visa to 
attend Jerusalem’s Hebrew University but never made it 
out of the Ben Gurion International Airport, Tel Aviv, after 
she was found to have ties to the Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions movement, better known as BDS, her lawyer, 
Leora Bechor, said. “There was no justification to deny 
her (entry at the airport) when they could have made their 
decision at the time her student visa was to be issued,” Bechor 
told CNN on Wednesday. 

AP/PTI

Emily Hindle lies on the floor at an evacuation shelter set up at Rutherford High School, in advance of 
Hurricane Michael, which is expected to make landfall today, in Panama City Beach, Fla., Wednesday, 
Oct. 10, 2018.

Malaysia says it will 
end death penalty 
for all crimes

3 dead in Java quake, another 7.0 jolts Papua New Guinea

Hurricane Michael kills two 
in US, heads to Carolinas 

Erdogan expresses concern 
over Saudi journalist’s fate

Toll in Sri Lanka 
rains reaches 12

Maldives SC to hear case against presidential poll results

return to Pakistan, there are good 
doctors here — sC CJ to Pervez Musharraf

Church bombings: 
Egypt’s military court 
sentences 17 to death

Donald Trump mocks 
#MeToo movement

Kuala Lumpur, Oct. 11 (PTI/AP): Malay-
sia’s new government said it will abolish 
the death penalty for all crimes and halt 
all pending executions, a rare move 
against capital punishment in Asia that 
human rights groups hailed Thursday as 
a major advance. 

More than 1,200 people are on death 
row in Malaysia, which mandates hang-
ing as punishment for a wide range of 
crimes including murder, drug traffick-
ing, treason, kidnapping and acts of 
terror.

Law Minister Liew Vui Keong an-
nounced Wednesday that the Cabinet 
had agreed to abolish the death pen-
alty and that amendments to laws with 
capital punishment were expected to 
be presented when Parliament resumes 
Monday, local media reported. 

Liew couldn’t be reached for imme-
diate comment.

Communications Minister Gobind 
Singh Deo on Thursday confirmed the 
Cabinet’s decision.

“This is part of our election pledge 
and also in line with the move away 
from capital punishment in the rest of 
the world,” he told The Associated Press.

Amnesty International said the move 
would be a major advance but urged 
the government to “completely abolish 
the death penalty for all crimes, with no 
exceptions.” 

It said the death penalty has been 
a “terrible stain” on Malaysia’s human 
rights record, and death row prisoners 
often have to wait years for their appeals 
to be processed.

“There is no time to waste, the death 

penalty should have been consigned to 
the history books long ago,” the human 
rights group’s secretary-general, Kumi 
Naidoo, said in a statement, adding that 
142 countries worldwide have rejected 
capital punishment.

Prime Minister Mahathir Moha-
mad’s alliance won a stunning election 
upset on May 9, ousting a scandal-
tainted coalition in the first change of 
government since independence from 
Britain in 1957. Its promises included 
eradicating corruption and bolstering 
human rights.

The Malaysian human rights group 
Lawyers for Liberty praised the gov-
ernment’s decision, saying the death 
penalty is barbarous and pointless as it 
has never been proven to deter serious 
crimes. 

Its adviser, N Surendran, said the new 
government has shown that “it is a force 
for moral good, and an example for the 
region and the world.” 

Many Asian countries such as China 
and neighboring Singapore, Indonesia, 
Thailand and Vietnam still impose capi-
tal punishment.

Surendran urged the government to 
not forget the hundreds of Malaysians 
who are languishing on death row in Sin-
gapore and other countries, particularly 
for being drug mules.

“We call upon the government to vig-
orously speak up for our citizens facing 
death in distant shores. Having rejected 
the death penalty in this country, we now 
have the moral authority to fight for the 
lives of our citizens abroad,” he said in a 
statement. 

Canberra, Oct. 11 (IANS): 
Two major quakes hit In-
donesia and Papua New 
Guinea located in the Pacif-
ic Ring of Fire on Thursday, 
killing at least three people 
in Java.

An earthquake meas-
uring 6.0 on the Richter 
struck off the coast of the 
islands of Java and Bali 
in Indonesia killing three 
people in buildings than 
shattered like a house of 
cards, Efe news reported.

The quake occurred 
in the Bali Sea located be-
tween the islands of Bali 

and Java. 
Sutopo Purwo Nu-

groho, spokesperson for 
the Indonesian Disaster 
Prevention Agency tweet-
ed images of several de-
stroyed buildings that the 
victims were found in the 
Sumenep district of Java.

Later a 7.0 quake shook 
the New Britain island of 
Papua New Guinea (PNG), 
according to the US Geo-
logical Survey (USGS).

It occurred at a depth 
of 40.3 km at 6.48 a.m. and 
the epicentre was locat-
ed some 117 km east of 

Kimbe, the capital of the 
province of Western New 
Britain, with a population 
of 27,000. 

The Pacific Tsunami 
Centre had initially warned 
of huge waves but the alert 
was later cancelled. There 
were no immediate reports 
of damage in PNG.

The USGS said the hy-
pocentre of the Indonesian 
tremor was located about 
10 km below the ocean 
floor. It struck at 49.5 km 
northeast of Panji in east-
ern Java and 157 km north-
west of Denpasar in Bali.

The latest quake came 
on the same day when the 
Indonesian authorities 
planned to conclude the 
search for victims of the 
quake-tsunami that struck 
its Sulawesi Island on Sep-
tember 28.

The latest toll in the 
September quake is 2,045 
from that disaster while 
around 5,000 are still miss-
ing, possibly trapped under 
mud and debris.

The Australian Tsuna-
mi Warning Centre also 
reported no risk for Aus-
tralian coastlines. The PNG 

earthquake was followed 
by three aftershocks of be-
tween 5.7 and 6.2 magni-
tude.

Indonesia and Papua 
New Guinea are located 
on the Pacific Ring of Fire, 
a geologically active region 
which frequently experi-
ences tremors. 

The Indonesian archi-
pelago is in an area that ex-
periences intense seismic 
and volcanic movements, 
which produce about 7,000 
earthquakes each year, 
most of which are of mod-
erate magnitude.

Miami, Oct. 11 (IANS): At least two people 
were killed as Hurricane Michael, one of 
the most powerful storms ever to hit the 
continental the US, slammed into the state 
of Florida, unleashing a trail of destruction 
by flooding beach towns, peeling off roofs 
and snapping trees before advancing to 
the Carolinas.

Two people, including a child, were 
killed by falling debris, the US media 
reported on Thursday. Hundreds of thou-
sands of homes and businesses were left 
without electricity in Florida, Alabama 
and Georgia.

Michael made landfall on Wednesday 
around 2 p.m. near Mexico Beach, Florida, 
dashing homes into pieces, swallowing 
marinas and leaving piles of rubble where 
shopping centres once stood, CNN said. 

It was the strongest to hit the continen-
tal US since Hurricane Andrew in 1992.

“Hurricane Michael is the worst storm 
that the Florida Panhandle has ever seen,” 
said Governor Rick Scott of Florida, where 
375,000 people were ordered evacuated.

Now, having weakened to a tropical 
storm, Michael was on its way to the Caro-
linas. However, the National Hurricane 
Centre (NHC) said that winds picked up at 

certain points along the Georgia and South 
Carolina coast. 

Large parts of Georgia, the Carolinas 
and southeastern Virginia could still see 
deadly flash floods on Thursday and re-
main under a tropical storm warning, it 
said.

Storm-surge warnings were in place 
between Panama City Beach and Keaton 
Beach in Florida, and between Ocracoke 
Inlet and Duck in North Carolina.

According to officials, one person was 
killed on Wednesday after a tree fell on 
a house near Greensboro, Florida. The 
second death was reported in Georgia’s 
Seminole County early Thursday, appar-
ently caused by debris crashing through a 
mobile home and killing a child inside, the 
Washington Post reported.

Travis Brooks, Director of Seminole 
County’s emergency management agency, 
told ABC News there was “complete and 
total devastation”.

The entire county was “pitch black” 
and there were no clear roads, he said. 

The hurricane earlier reportedly killed 
13 people as it passed through Central 
America: six in Honduras, four in Nicara-
gua and three in El Salvador.

Ankara, Oct. 11 (IANS): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Thurs-
day expressed concern 
about the fate of Jamal 
Khashoggi, the dissident 
Saudi journalist who dis-
appeared from his coun-
try’s consulate in Istanbul 
last week.

The 59-year-old Sau-
di national has not been 
heard from since he en-
tered the consulate build-
ing on October 2 for pa-
perwork required to marry 
his Turkish fiancée, Hatice 
Cengiz, with Turkish press 
claiming the journalist was 
either kidnapped or mur-
dered inside the facility. 
Saudi Arabia denies this.

On a flight back from 

Hungary, Erdogan was cit-
ed by media as saying that 
Turkey could not remain 
silent over Khashoggi’s 
disappearance, stressing 
the authorities were inves-
tigating the case in all its 
dimensions.

The Turkish leader re-
jected commenting on 
allegations that Khashoggi 
was killed at the consulate, 
but said he was worried, 
Efe news reported.

Erdogan added that US 
President Donald Trump 
had also voiced his wor-
ries over the matter. The 
US leader said on Wednes-
day that he had talked to 
the Saudi authorities “at 
the highest level” about 
Khashoggi.

“We cannot let this 
happen to reporters, to 
anybody... We’re demand-
ing everything. We want to 
see what’s going on there,” 
Trump said.

The White House said 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and senior of-
ficials had spoken to Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
Bin Salman and asked for 
more details about the 
situation. 

Khashoggi distanced 
himself from the Saudi 
monarchy in 2017 and 
lived in self-imposed ex-
ile in the US, where he 
began writing op-eds for 
the Washington Post criti-
cizing his country’s royal 
institutions.

Colombo, Oct. 11 (IANS): The death toll from the heavy 
rains and winds in Sri Lanka rose to 12 on Thursday, with 
over 69,000 others across the island nation affected, the 
Disaster Management Centre (DMC) said.

DMC Spokesperson Pradeep Kodippili said that even 
though the rains have now now reduced, displaced in safe 
shelters were urged not to return to their homes due to the 
threat of landslides, reports Xinhua news agency.

He said people living in low lying areas were also ad-
vised to be cautious as rivers had reached danger levels 
and could overflow. Kodippili said a red landslide warning 
remained in place in Kalutara district and people in the risk 
prone areas had been evacuated to safe shelters.

Hundreds of officials from the security forces and the 
police had been deployed in the flooded areas and were 
continuing in rescue operations and distributing first aid 
and dry rations to those affected.

President Maithripala Sirisena has also ordered for 
the continuous supply of dry rations, drinking water and 
health facilities to be distributed to those who were in safe 
shelters and those affected by the floods.

The Meteorology Department in its latest weather 
update said the severe Cyclonic Storm “Titli” in the Bay of 
Bengal, which had brought heavy rains, was now located 
1,200 km away from Trincomalee in the east, and was 
likely to intensify further and move north-westwards later 
Thursday. 

Male, Oct. 11 (IANS): The Maldives 
top court has agreed to hear a legal 
challenge filed by the ruling Progres-
sive Party of Maldives (PPM) against 
the results of last month’s presiden-
tial elections, the media reported on 
Thursday.

The PPM, led by outgoing Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen, said it had 
filed the case against the results of the 
September 23 polls, alleging rigging, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

In a message on its official Twit-

ter account, the Department of the 
Judicial Administration said the top 
court had agreed to hear the case. 
However, the court was yet to sched-
ule a hearing.

The PPM said in a statement that 
the decision to seek legal recourse 
through the Supreme Court and 
High court was taken in accordance 
with the relevant articles of the Elec-
tions Act which said that poll-related 
complaints could be probed only 
through a court order. 

The decision to seek legal re-
course was taken by the party coun-
cil in order to uphold the electoral 
right of its candidate and running 
mate as well as the rights of the 
party’s members and the 96,000 
people who voted for the president, 
the PPM said.

The Elections Commission earlier 
dismissed the allegations raised by 
the PPM and said there were no ir-
regularities or complaints that could 
affect the outcome of the election. 

Islamabad, Oct. 11 (PTI): 
“There are good doctors in 
Pakistan”, Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Saqib Nisar 
told Pervez Musharraf on 
Thursday as he directed 
the Dubai-based former 
dictator to appear before 
the apex court to record his 
statement in the treason 
case against him. 

General (retd) Mushar-
raf, 75, who has been liv-
ing in Dubai since 2016, is 
facing the treason case for 
suspending the Constitu-
tion in 2007. The former 
army chief left for Dubai 
in March 2016 for medi-
cal treatment and has not 
returned since, citing se-
curity and health reasons.

The chief justice’s cryp-
tic remarks came as he 
headed a bench hearing 
the case related to National 
Reconciliation Ordinance 
(NRO), passed by Mushar-
raf in 2007.

T h e  N RO  g ra n t e d 

amnesty to politicians 
and other individuals by 
quashing various corrup-
tion and criminal cases 
against them so they could 
return to the country and 
engage in the democratic 
process.

During the hearing, 
Musharraf’s lawyer Akhtar 
Shah submitted a reply 
regarding the former presi-
dent’s return to the country 
and said, “I request the 
bench to keep my client’s 
illness confidential.” 

Musharraf ’s lawyer 
then urged, “If it is nec-
essary for Musharraf to 
return then he should be 
allowed to visit a doctor 
and his name should not 
be placed on the Exit Con-
trol List (ECL).” 

To this, the chief justice 
assured, “Let Musharraf 
return to Pakistan, no one 
will arrest him but I cannot 
say anything regarding the 
removal of his name from 

ECL.”  A person placed in 
the ECL cannot leave the 
country.

“He should record his 
statement under Section 
342 of the criminal proce-
dure code in the treason 
case,” Justice Nisar said 
while adding that “Dubai is 
not the best place for treat-
ment and there are good 
doctors in Pakistan”.

Musharraf ’s lawyer 
then told the court that the 
former president left the 
country after permission 
from the government. The 
chief justice, however, said, 
“We are saying it again, we 
did not grant permission to 
Musharraf.” 

“We cannot put any-
one’s life at risk. Musharraf 
should come record his 
statement and whenever 
he wants to leave for treat-
ment he can.” 

Naming Musharraf, 
former president Asif Ali 
Zardari and former attor-

ney general Justice (retd) 
Malik Qayyum as respond-
ents, petitioner Feroz Shah 
Gilani had requested the 
court in April to order re-
covery of “huge amounts 
of public money” misap-
propriated and wasted by 
them through unlawful 
means. 

He contended that 
Musharraf subverted the 
Constitution by declar-
ing emergency followed 
by the promulgation of 
the NRO, through which 
criminal and corruption 
cases against politicians, 
including Zardari, were 
“arbitrarily withdrawn”. A 
conviction for high treason 
carries the death penalty or 
life imprisonment. 

Musharraf, who ruled 
Pakistan from 1999 to 
2008, has been declared 
a fugitive in the Benazir 
Bhutto assassination case 
and the Red Mosque cleric 
killing case.

Cairo, Oct. 11 (IANS): An Egyptian military court on Thurs-
day sentenced 17 Islamists to death over accusations of 
bombing three churches in the country which claimed 82 
lives, state news agency MENA reported.  Nineteen people 
received life sentences (25 years in Egypt) and 15 others 
were handed eight years in jail over the same charges. 
In April 2017, twin suicide bombings took place at St. 
George’s Church in the city of Tanat and St. Mark’s Coptic 
orthodox Cathedral in Alexandria, leaving 45 people dead.

Another attack took place in St. Mark’s Coptic Ortho-
dox Cathedral in the capital, killing 37, in 2016.

At least 166 persons were wounded in the three at-
tacks. The defendants were also convicted of attempted 
murder of 14 policemen in Cairo. 

Since the ouster of the Islamist President Mohamed 
Morsi in 2013 by the Army in response to mass protests 
against his rule, Egypt has been facing waves of terrorist 
attacks that killed hundreds of security men. Some of the 
attacks have also targeted civilians and churches in recent 
years. Most of the attacks were claimed by Islamic State 
branch in Egypt.

Washington, Oct. 11 (PTI): US President Donald Trump 
has mocked the #MeToo movement, saying that the 
campaign made it improper to use the phrase “the person 
who got away”.

Trump’s claim that #MeToo prevents him for using the 
phrase is his latest volley against the movement, which 
became a force after sexual assault allegations against 
Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein surfaced last year. 

“There’s an expression, but under the rules of #MeToo, 
I am not allowed to use that expression anymore. I can’t 
do it,” Trump said at a mid-term election rally in Pennsyl-
vania, and then he pointed at the phrase “the girl that got 
away”.Pointing to the media, Trump said he would use the 
original phrase, except for the media. “I would do it except 
for these people up there. They would say, did you hear 
what President Trump said? Did you hear what he said?” 
he said imitating reporters.
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Amber Heard looks back at tough time with Johnny Depp
Actress Amber Heard looked back at the time when she raised her voice about the physical 
and emotional abuse by her former husband and actor Johnny Depp all alone. Female 
stars from Hollywood came together to commemorate a year since the #MeToo movement 
that shook the entertainment industry at the Incredible Women gala hosted by Porter 
Magazine on Tuesday, reports variety.com.  Heard read aloud from an open letter she had 
written for the publication in December of 2016, shortly after filing for divorce from Depp.  
She alleged that the actor had physically and emotionally abused her, which Depp denied. 
She donated her entire divorce settlement to domestic violence and children’s charities. 
Before reading the letter, she told the crowd that she wrote it to her “silent sisters” because 
“at the time, my voice was alone, it was one that certainly felt alone”.  (IANS)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am 8 pm: Helicopter eela

2 pm: Venom

5 pm: First man

T
he #MeToo move-
ment will work 
only if people listen 
to the victims, says 
actress and former 

Miss Universe Sushmita Sen.
Sushmita, who is known 

for raising her voice for 
social issues, told IANS here: 
“Though the (#MeToo) 
movement is copied from the 
West, it doesn’t mean we will 
overlook it. It feels great that 
women are coming out and 
speaking about the harass-
ment.

“As a part of society, 
people should listen to their 
stories and not judge them. 
Instead of ignoring them, 
we should encourage them. 
This movement will work 
only if we start listening to the 
victims. “

The 42-year-old was in 
the capital to walk the ramp 
as a showstopper for design-
ers Bhumika and Jyoti at the 
Lotus Make-Up India Fashion 
Week on Thursday. 

The actress donned a 
free-flowing green coloured 

gown and completed her look 
with her hair neatly tied, and 
minimal nude make-up.

Her presence on the run-
way left spectators in awe of 
her as she walked with a huge 
smile on her face.

Sushmita has aced the 
fashion ramp game, but says 
she still feels nervous before 
walking it. 

“You won’t believe, but 
before every show I get 
nervous because every time 
it is going to be different. 
Each show will not be the 
same. There will be 
around 500 varia-
tions every time. So, I 
become nervous and 
that’s why I always 
do rehearsals and 
practise.”

Bhumika and 
Jyoti’s collection 
showcased ensem-
bles in shades of 
green and white, 
promoting nature’s 
theme. They set up 
the ambience of a for-
est for the show here.

On her ensemble and the 
collection, Sushmita said: 
“My outfit for today’s show is 
made up of recycled material. 
Now designers are having 
a sustainable approach to 
fashion. 

“Bhumika and Jyoti’s 
collection is inspired from 
nature and they wanted to 
bring the world of ecosystem 
in their collection. Isn’t a 
wonderful approach? Fashion 
industry is evolving and now 
fashion has a conscience.”

IANS

You are naughty little 1 
year old, but that is for-
gotten because you are 
just too adorable and 
have brought much joy 
in the lives of everyone 
around you. 

Happy 1st Birthday 
little Baby Shreesha

Society must listen to victims: 
Sushmita Sen on #MeToo

Birthday 
Greetings 

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect 
to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Eastern Mirror: What is your musical 
background? Take us through your 
musical journey.

Gugu Sekhose: At first I 
learned the basics of the strings from my 
elder brother. Those days, music classes 
were expensive so I couldn’t proceed 
in my musical desire. And also due to 
financial constraint I had to give up. But 
that didn’t stop my passion; I went on 
collecting music resources from various 
sides and started to practice. Music is an-
other hard subject. My passion led me to 
a hope which came to pass when I went 
on to take music lessons in Bridge School 
of Music, Delhi in 2012 and cleared Rock 
School Grade 3. After which due to some 
personal issues, I had to take a break 

and if God’s willing, I am longing to 
pursue more classes in future too. 

I was  with the local band ‘Faded 
Black’ and on a project band ‘Fifth 
Note’ and  made appearances as the 
guest artist in major events such 
as world renowned guitarist, Neil 
Zaza’s Master class in Kohima in 
2015 and Dimapur in 2016. 

I also appeared in Nagaland’s 
acclaimed Hornbill Festivals with 
the band ‘The Hornbill Project’ , also 
performed the opening act for the 
Swedish band Halloween in 2015 at 
Hornbill Festival and opening act 
for platinum selling record Guitarist 
Kee Marcello, composer and writer 
a Swedish Musician, Master Class in 
Kohima. I attended internationally 
renowned electric guitarist Vinnie 
Moore Master Class in Dimapur, 
2014.  I was also an invited artiste to 
the Raj Bhavan, Kohima on occa-
sions.

Eastern Mirror: How does the song 
writing process work for you? Who 
are your influences?

Gugu Sekhose: Basing on 
reality, when I am totally down and 
depress, music comes in a form of 
escapism, out of which it helps me 
to go through life. Inspired by the 
life situations and hurdles that I go 
through each day, it became a form 
of breakthrough message not just to 
me but to whoever will listen to my 
music.

I am influenced by musicians 
such as Mozart, George Frederic 
Handel, NiccoloPaganini Jason 
Becker, Yngwie Malmsteen, Guthrie 
Govan, Paul Gilbert, Marco Sfogli, 
Joe Pass, Steve Ray Vaughan, Marty 
Friedman, John Petrucci, Eddie Van 
Halen, Tosin Abasi, Plini, etc. 

Eastern Mirror: If you could do a 
show from Nagaland/ Northeast 
what would that be and why?

Gugu Sekhose: We cannot 
always perform for a cause or free 

concert. If there can be such a show- it 
can be a grand concert to promote and 
showcase the talents. Most of the time, 
the concerts are based in atmosphere that 
also attracts rowdy crowd, we musicians 
deserved the honour and applause of our 
passion.

Eastern Mirror: What are your fondest 
memories in your career as a musician?

Gugu Sekhose: It was in the 
year 2012 in Arunachal Pradesh when I 
won the competition for 3rd Northeast 
Youth Festival Guitar Recital. It was a 
moment of pride as I was representing 
Nagaland and I felt a sense of achieve-
ment after working so passionately in 
my music. While composing my original 
piece (Gone Forever), the same feeling of 
achievement hit me at the same time I 
realised how music can play a great me-
dium to connect with life and love that I 
felt, I also contributed to my listeners. The 
times spent with my band members were 
the best of memories I hold dearly. We 
have been through tough times but at the 
end of the day, our successful perform-
ance was all that matter and we build a 
good bond through music. 

Eastern Mirror: You have been involved 
in various bands.  Which is easier: per-
forming in a band or solo, and why?

Gugu Sekhose: In the initials, I 
was working with bands, Faded black, 
The Hornbill Project and Fifth Note etc. 
It was a great journey together as a team. 
I learned a lot working with different 
people and it chiselled me better. Due to 
time constraint and interests, I had to 
come out and work solo while in time I 
am still working with the project band 
‘Fifth Note’.

As I begin to work solo, I began to 
move more to perform and also contest. 
The interest and passion within me from 
the start is finally getting to work out 
better as I take on interest in my personal 
compositions.

Eastern Mirror: Tell us about your de-
but instrumental piece “Gone Forever”

Gugu Sekhose: ‘Gone Forever’ is a 
ballad instrumental piece, a profound 
piece written with passion having a lot of 
stories to tell. A melodic piece to express 
my deep emotions and portrays a mes-
sage in my music, this piece was written 
in loving memory of my late mother and 
a tribute to all the loved ones who have 
passed away. My mother passed away 
when I was too young to learn to love 
back my mother. I wished to tell everyone 
to love close ones while they can until 
time takes them apart. 

 “The Lord gaveth, and the Lord 
taketh away: Blessed be the name of the 
Lord” Job 1: 21

Eastern Mirror: You are currently work-
ing as music instructor. What are the 

challenges and rewards that you expe-
rience working as an instructor?

Gugu Sekhose: Being a music 
instructor was always a dream job for 
me. I had the opportunity to tutor some 
of the best performing artist like Ketoul-
houtuo Zuyie, passionate guitarist who is 
visually blind. The greatest challenged as 
tutor came through him as we continue 
to brave the situation to guide him as he 
was unable to see and read resources that 
could have help him more.

Presently working as Guitar instruc-
tor of Nagaland Adolescent Girls Club 
(NAGC) under Nagaland State Social 
Welfare Board., it had been a great chal-
lenge to inspire and motivate young girls 
and build their status and confidence 
through music.

I always thank God for the musi-
cal ability that He gave me which I will 
always use to glorify him. This I find 
rewarding when I teach my students to 
perform for the glory of God.

EASTERN MIR-
ROR: What are the 
unidentified challenges 
and obstacles that you see in 
Nagaland’s music industry?

Gugu Sekhose: There 
is a myth that unless we do 
government jobs, we will 
never survive. The same has an 
impression on all the youths to 
strive for government jobs by hook 
or by crook. In a wake of such turns, 
we musicians with our passions and 
interest are finding hard to build a future 
through music. But it is also a moment of 
breaking dawns as our passions continue 
to take us to fulfil our dreams no matter 
what. 

EASTERN MIRROR: What are your 
plans for the future with regard to 
music?

Gugu Sekhose: To see Nagaland 
as a blooming industry for music, where 
upcoming young talents have a stable 
future through music and to train young 
budding artiste to perfection is my plans 
for the future with regard to music.

My message to the young people of 
Naga today is that even if there is a lack 
of job avenues in the government sector, 
we still have our talents and skill. It 
is not the time to sit idle, back when 
music was not encourage as a career 
by even our parents, we are in a 
time when our passions in music 
can be persuaded as a career and 
most importantly an evangelistic 
career for the glory of God.

Khriekethozo “Gugu” 

Sekhose is a guitarist from Ko-

hima who has, among several 

other achievements, opened for 

power metal band Halloween. 

He started playing guitar at the 

age of seven. He is also a guitar 

instructor.
In today’s Rhythm of Love, 

the guitarist talks to us about his 

musical journey. 
Read on..........
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Cadarache (France), Oct. 11 (IANS): 
The International Thermonuclear 
Experimental Reactor (ITER), the 
worlds largest experimental fusion 
facility in which India is a scientific 
partners, will start generating “a new, 
clean, safe and unlimited light” by 
2025, its Director General, Bernard 
Bigot has said. 

ITER aims to prove that fusion 
power can be produced on a com-
mercial scale. If successful, genera-
tions to come will benefit from fusion 
energy.

The quest to harness fusion pow-
er for commercial energy generation 
has been actively researched since 
the 1950s. The reason it has taken so 
long is a combination of science and 
engineering challenges, Bigot said.

Construction of ITER began in 
this nuclear fusion facility in the 
southern French countryside in 2010 
and there have been delays in its 
construction but now have largely 
overcome, he said.

“The ITER project is very much 
on track to achieve first plasma by 
2025,” Bigot told this visiting IANS 

correspondent.
This means the reactor is able to 

generate a molten mass of electri-
cally-charged gas -- plasma -- inside 
a core.

Creating controlled fusion re-
quires a force that can overcome the 
repulsion between two positively 
charged nuclei, he said.

“Here at ITER we are doing a 
large-scale experiment to demon-
strate the feasibility of fusion energy 
-- one of the biggest challenges of our 
civilisation,” he said.

ITER means “the way” in latin.
Nuclear fusion, the first industri-

al-scale fusion reactor, if successful, 
will illuminate the way to produce 
clean, cheap, and abundant energy 
for millions of years. To current esti-
mates this is estimated to happen in 
the second half of this century

This nuclear fusion facility is an 
international cooperation among 
the European Union, Russia, the US, 
Japan, China, India and South Korea, 
all contributing with products and 
expertise.

“But it is clear that fusion is not a 

quick fix; that would be an exaggera-
tion. But we are clearly getting close 
to fusion being ready to deliver,” said 
Bigot. This is why we are beginning 
to see private investment, and it is 
why 35 countries are willing to invest 
in the ITER project,” an optimistic 
Bigot added.

Bigot does not view fusion to be 
a “panacea”; ideally, he views fusion 
as part of a global sustainable energy 
mix (in combination with renewable) 
in a clean energy future.

Why fusion technology has taken 
so long to see the light of day, he 
replied: “Different scientists have 
different predictions about the date 
when fusion will be available.”

“The private sector fusion com-
panies are sometimes promising 
fusion electricity quite quickly -- al-
though we view most such claims 
with some skepticism. In the view 
of ITER members, most consider it 
feasible for fusion to be providing 
electricity on a commercial scale by 
mid-century; some are more eager 
and hope to construct electricity-
generating fusion plants sooner than 

that.”
ITER, the most complex science 

project in human history, will use 
hydrogen fusion, controlled by su-
perconducting magnets, to produce 
massive heat energy.

In the commercial machines that 
will follow, this heat will drive tur-
bines to produce electricity.

Scientists say a pineapple-sized 
amount of hydrogen offers as much 
fusion energy as 10,000 tons of coal.

Bigot said when the scientists 
prove that fusion is a viable en-
ergy source, it will eventually replace 
burning fossil fuels, which are non-
renewable and non-sustainable. 
“Fusion will be complementary with 
wind, solar, and other renewable 
energies.”

Safety is a very high priority for 
ITER.

“The physics of magnetic con-
finement fusion (like the ITER toka-
mak design) is considered to be 
extremely safe. There is no possibility 
of a meltdown-type of nuclear ac-
cident,” he said.

This tokamak, weighs as much 

as three and a half Eiffel towers, is a 
donut-shaped configuration for the 
containment of the plasma, which is 
where the reaction at temperatures 
hotter than the sun will take place.

ITER project had completed over 
55 per cent of the “total construction 
work scope through first plasma”.

First plasma, scheduled for De-
cember 2025, will be the first stage 
of operation for ITER as a functional 
machine.

A multi-national 20 billion euro 
initiative as per 2016 estimates, Bigot 
said for ITER members the financial 
contribution to the project is 80-90 
per cent in the form of components.

“India’s expertise is an investment 
in Indian companies. This is the 
strong benefit of being a recognized, 
reliable partner to the other ITER 
countries involved (China, the Euro-
pean Union, Japan, Korea, Russia and 
the US) for large-scale scientific R&D 
collaboration.

“This also leverages the Indian 
financial investment: by paying 
for about nine per cent of the ITER 
project, India receives access to 100 

per cent of the intellectual prop-
erty contributed by all members,” the 
Director-General, who assumed the 
post in 2015, said.

In its facility in Hazira, a port in 
Surat district in Gujarat, Indian con-
tractor Larson & Toubro is manufac-
turing segments of the upper cylinder 
of the cryostat, the giant refrigerator 
that will house the ITER tokamak, 
which will produce 500 megawatts 
of thermal power. The ITER’s 55 per 
cent milestone is getting significant 
attention. The progression rate is in 
the order of 0.7 per cent per month.

The concept of the ITER project 
was conceived at the 1985 Geneva 
Summit between Ronald Reagan and 
Mikhail Gorbachev.

When the ITER Agreement was 
signed in 2006, it was supported by 
leaders like French President Jacques 
Chirac, US President George W. Bush 
and Indian Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh. 

A commercial fusion plant will be 
designed with a slightly larger plasma 
chamber, for 10-15 times more elec-
trical power.

London, Oct. 11 (IANS): 
Children under six years 
of age should not be giv-
en decongestants to treat 
common cold symptoms 
such as nasal congestion or 
runny nose, because their 
safety is unclear, experts 
have warned.

Professor Mieke van 
Driel and colleagues from 
the University of Queens-
land noted that decongest-
ants or medicines contain-
ing antihistamine have no 
evidence that they alleviate 
symptoms and should be 
given with caution to chil-
dren under 12 years.

“There is no evidence 
that these treatments alle-
viate nasal symptoms and 
they can cause adverse ef-
fects such as drowsiness or 
gastrointestinal (stomach) 
upset,” van Driel said.

In children under 2 
they have been associated 

with convulsions, rapid 
heart rate and death, she 
added. The common cold 
is usually caused by viruses 
and is mostly self limiting 
(symptoms clear in 7 to 
10 days) but it can have 
a substantial impact on 
work, school, use of health 
services, and money spent 
on medications. 

For adults, the evidence 
suggests that using decon-
gestants alone, or with an-
tihistamines or analgesics, 
for a maximum of 3 to 7 
days can have a small effect 
on nasal symptoms.

However, side effects 
can include an increased 
risk of insomnia, drowsi-
ness, headache, or stom-
ach upset. Long-term use 
of decongestants can lead 
to chronic nasal conges-
tion, which is difficult to 
treat, van Driel said.

In the study, reported 

in the journal The BMJ, the 
team analysed published 
evidence on the effective-
ness of treatments for the 
common cold. 

They found that pain 
killers such as paracetamol 
and anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSAIDs) also do not 
appear to improve nasal 
congestion or runny nose. 

Other treatments, such 
as steam inhalation, echi-
nacea, vapour rub, euca-
lyptus oil, and increased 
fluid intake, are either not 
effective or have not been 
studied at all.

“Based on the currently 
available evidence, reas-
surance that symptoms 
are self limiting is the best 
you can offer patients, al-
though short-term use of 
decongestants in adults 
can provide some relief 
from a blocked nose,” they 
conclude.

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): While 
chatbots can be fast and conven-
ient to answer simple queries, 
most consumers still think they are 
dumb automated machines and 
prefer a human on the other end, 
a new survey from global software 
company Pegasystems revealed on 
Thursday.

Seventy two per cent of con-
sumers generally find chatbots 
to be helpful to some extent but 
58 per cent rank their chatbot 
experiences as merely “adequate” 
-- doing some tasks well and oth-
ers poorly. 

Another 18 per cent grumble 
how chatbots are ineffective or 
even annoying and only 16 per 
cent gave their chatbot experience 
a high-quality rating, the results 
from 3,500 global consumers 
showed.

“As chatbots become more 
pervasive, the quality of the en-
gagement has lagged significantly 
behind customer expectations,” 
said Ying Chen, Head of Product 
Marketing, Platform Technologies, 
Pegasystems. 

Analysts expect chatbot usage 
to rise significantly in the next two 

years. According to Gartner, “25 
per cent of customer service and 
support operations will integrate 
virtual customer assistant (VCA) or 
chatbot technology across engage-
ment channels by 2020, up from 
less than two per cent in 2017”.

The most popular chatbot use 
cases are tracking an order, finding 
basic information and asking basic 
questions.

While most brands claim Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) power their 
bots, consumers’ top chatbot com-
plaints include not enough smarts 
to effectively answer questions, 

lack of context in the conversation 
and robot-like engagement with 
few human qualities.

“To truly depend on digital 
channels as the first line of defence 
in customer service, smart busi-
nesses need to unite their chatbots 
with the enterprise systems that 
can do real work -- not just fetch 
bits of random information,” Chen 
suggested. 

At the same time, they must 
apply advanced artificial intelli-
gence to deliver true personalized 
interactions in real time, Chen 
added.

Toronto, Oct. 10 (IANS): 
While lack of proper sleep 
has been known to affect 
health, a new study has 
showed that people who 
sleep less or more than an 
average of seven to eight 
hours per night are more 
likely to develop impair-
ments in their mental skills.

The findings showed 
that sleep affected all 
adults equally. 

The amount of sleep 
associated with highly 
functional cognitive be-
haviour was the same for 
everyone (seven to eight 
hours), regardless of age. 

Also, the impairment 
associated with too little 
or too much sleep did not 
depend on the age of the 
participants, the research-
ers said.

“We found that the op-
timum amount of sleep to 
keep your brain perform-
ing its best is seven to eight 
hours every night and that 
corresponds to what the 
doctors will tell you need to 
keep your body in tip-top 
shape, as well,” said lead 
author Conor Wild, Re-
search Associate at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario 
in Canada.  “We also found 
that people that slept more 
than that amount were 
equally impaired as those 
who slept too little,” Wild 
added.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal SLEEP, 
the team examined more 
than 40,000 participants.

Nearly half of all par-
ticipants reported typically 
sleeping less than 6.3 hours 
per night, about an hour 
less than the study’s recom-
mended amount. 

Most participants who 
slept four hours or less 
performed as if they were 
almost nine years older.

Importantly, the par-
ticipants’ reasoning and 
verbal abilities were two of 
the actions most strongly 
affected by sleep while 
short-term memory per-
formance was relatively 
unaffected. 

On the other hand, 
even a single night’s sleep 
can affect a person’s ability 
to think. Participants who 
slept more than usual the 
night before participating 
in the study performed 
better than those who slept 
their usual amount or less, 
the researchers said.

Sydney, Oct. 11 (IANS): If you are obese 
or overweight in your 20s and 30s, expect 
to lose up to 10 years in life expectancy, 
researchers have warned.

The findings showed that men and 
women who are obese in their 20s will lose 
up to eight and six years respectively in 
their lives. 

In addition, if they are severely obese, 
men and women will lose 10 and eight 
years respectively.

“We know that excess weight has an 
impact on your health, but to have excess 
weight as a young adult is really significant 
on life expectancy. We are talking about 
losing up to 10 years of your life,” said lead 
researcher Thomas Lung from The George 
Institute for Global Health in Australia.

People with obesity are at risk of de-
veloping diseases such as diabetes, high 
blood pressure and stroke, all which can 

decrease lifespan. 
For the study, published in the Inter-

national Journal of Obesity, the team used 
a model which calculated the expected 
amount of weight that adults put on every 
year depending on their age, sex and cur-
rent weight. 

It also predicted remaining life ex-
pectancy for people in their 20s, 30s, 40s, 
50s and 60s in healthy, overweight, obese 
and severely obese weight categories and 
calculated the number of years lost over 
the lifetime for people with excess weight 
in each age group, compared to those with 
a healthy weight.

Importantly, the risks of early death as-
sociated with excess weight were apparent 
at every age group but decreased with age. 

Obese women in their 40s will experi-
ence a reduction of 4.1 years, whilst obese 
men stand to lose 5.1 years. 

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): 
Smartphones with glass 
backs will reach 26 per cent 
of total smartphone ship-
ments by the end of this 
year and possibly 60 per 
cent by the end of 2020, 
Counterpoint Research 
said on Thursday.

Smartphones with 
glass backs have already 
penetrated the premium 
segment (80 per cent). 

“Almost all the premi-
um smartphones launched 
in 2018 came with a glass 
back and the trend is likely 
to stay for the rest of the 
year and beyond,” said 
Tarun Pathak, Associate 
Director, Counterpoint.

According to Hong 
Kong-based research 

firm, one of the reasons 
for glass becoming a pre-
ferred choice over metal is 
the overall look and feel of 
the device.  With average 
smartphone prices within 
the premium segment go-
ing up, smartphones with 
glass backs add to the over-
all look and feel, making 
them look more attractive 
and premium.

Another reason in fa-
vour of glass backs is the 
increasing adoption of 
wireless charging. 

“Metals don’t support 
wireless charging as effec-
tively as a glass back does. 
However, the adoption of 
wireless charging is rela-
tively low, with Samsung 
and Apple driving adop-

tion,” said Pathak. 
As more smartphone 

makers start including “Qi” 
technology, the adoption of 
wireless charging is set to 
increase and can penetrate 
the mid-tier segments.

From a connectivity 
standpoint as well, glass 
doesn’t interfere with radio 
waves and allows them to 
pass through easily and 
hence ensures strong sig-
nals for LTE, WiFI and Blue-
tooth.

Apple has almost 64 
per cent of its portfolio 
with a glass back. Samsung, 
which started adopting 
glass backs much earlier 
than other OEMs, is also 
driving the trend with 
36 per cent of its overall 

smartphone shipments 
sporting glass backs. 

Within Chinese brands, 
Huawei has been driving 
the trend even within the 
$200 segment through its 
Honor series. 

“Xiaomi took a differ-
ent route, using a ceramic 
back in its Mix series. Due 
to challenges in generating 
mass for the material, it 
has started adopting glass 
backs,” Pathak noted.

Vivo and OPPO have 
started adopting glass 
backs in their flagships F9 
and V11 series. 

“Going forward, almost 
all the smartphones in the 
premium segment ($400) 
are likely to sport glass 
backs,” said the report.

Washington, Oct. 11 (IANS): Two astronauts 
aboard the Russian Soyuz spacecraft that 
made an emergency landing after their 
rocket malfunctioned on lift-off to the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) are safe, NASA 
said on Thursday.

The Soyuz MS-10 launched from the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan to 
the ISS at 4.40 a.m. on Thursday with Rus-
sian Cosmonaut Alexey Ovchinin and US 
astronaut Nick Hague on board. 

According to NASA, there was an “issue 
with the booster” and the “crew is returning 
to Earth in a ballistic descent mode”, which 
is a sharper angle of descent compared to 
normal.

“Shortly after launch, there was an issue 
with the booster. Teams have confirmed the 
spacecraft separated from the booster and 
are in contact with the crew as the capsule 
returns in a ballistic decent mode,” NASA 
said in a blog post. 

“Search and rescue teams report they are 
in contact with the Soyuz crew, who report 
they are in good condition. The teams are en 
route to the landing site.”

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): If 
you are blaming inadequate 
4G availability for poor video 
streaming experience on your 
smartphone, you are most cer-
tainly barking up the wrong 
tree, suggests a new study of all 
of India’s 22 telecom circles on 
Thursday.

India’s mobile operators 
have been successful in mak-
ing 4G LTE (Long Term Evolu-
tion) widely available across the 
country, but, unfortunately, a 
great mobile video experience 
does not correlate with the high 
4G availability, said the study by 
London-based wireless coverage 
mapping company OpenSignal.

The linear correlation be-
tween 4G availability and vid-
eo experience is just 0.11 on a 
scale where a score near 1, or -1, 
would indicate a strong positive 
or negative correlation between 
the two measures.

This is because mobile video 
experience depends on many 
other factors, beyond just the 
radio access network, which is 
what 4G availability measures. 

To deliver a great mobile 
video experience requires a fan-
tastic end-to-end effort which 
includes the cell towers’ mobile 
radio, the backhaul links from 
the towers which transport the 
video traffic, each operator’s 

core network and the peering 
to the content delivery net-
work (CDN) or streaming server 
where the original video is host-
ed, OpenSignal said. 

“If operators in India really 
want to provide a good network 
experience, they should look be-
yond supply metrics like speed 
and examine the video experi-
ence of end users,” OpenSignal 
CEO Brendan Gill told IANS in a 
telephonic interaction. 

“Network speed matters 
only to a limited extent in deter-
mining great video experience. 
What is even more important 
is low latency as good video ex-
perience is about video loading 

quickly,” he added. 
To score highly on mobile 

video experience, operators 
must be able to support a con-
sistent end-to-end performance 
across their infrastructure.

For example, if the network 
suffers interruptions, or conges-
tions, then the video stream will 
stall and damage the mobile 
video experience for consumers, 
OpenSignal said.

The company measured 
video experience in India on a 
scale from 0 to 100 -- the higher 
the score, the better the video 
experience.

The study revealed that 
smartphone users enjoy the 

best mobile video experience 
in Mumbai, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, 
Kolkata and Jammu and Kash-
mir, with scores of over 41 on 
OpenSignal’s new mobile video 
experience measure. 

4G availability experienced 
by smartphone users ranges 
from 82.6 per cent in the Kerala 
region to an impressive 90.9 per 
cent in Kolkata, demonstrating 
that most of the time smart-
phone users are connected to 
4G networks.

Both Kerala and Jammu and 
Kashmir rate much more highly 
for mobile video experience 
than they do compared with 
other regions for 4G availabil-

ity, demonstrating that good 4G 
availability is not a guide to a re-
liable mobile video experience, 
the research showed. 

There is little difference in 
the mobile video experience of 
Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru and 
Hyderabad’s smartphone users, 
the study said. 

“Open Signal is focused on 
measuring the real-world net-
work experience. Everything 
that we look at is derived from 
real-world users on real-world 
devices from real-world situ-
ations, which is very different 
from traditional way of under-
standing network experience,” 
Gill said.

World’s largest fusion facility to see ‘light’ by 2025  —  ITER

Experts warn against use of 
decongestants for young children

Chatbots dumb automated machines for most consumers — Survey

Sleeping too 
much can affect 
your mental 
skills — Study

Obesity in your 20s linked to 
reduced life expectancy — Study

Smartphones with glass back to make 60% 
of shipments by 2020 — Counterpoint

Astronauts safe after malfunctioning Soyuz rocket

Here’s why Indian smartphone users experience poor video streaming

AP/PTI

The Soyuz-FG rocket booster with Soyuz MS-10 space ship carrying a new crew to the 
International Space Station, ISS, blasts off at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, 
Kazakhstan, Thursday, Oct. 11, 2018. Two astronauts from the U.S. and Russia are mak-
ing an emergency landing after a Russian booster rocket carrying them into orbit to the 
International Space Station has failed after launch.



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, October 12, 2018

CM
YK

Owned, Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Edited by Khrietsonuo Rio. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Assam tops senior mixed team events
NORTHEAST ZONE INTER-STATE BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIP

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 11: Assam 
emerged victorious in se-
nior mixed team events, 
which was played against 
Manipur in the Northeast 
zone inter-state badmin-
ton championship held 
at the Dimapur District 
Badminton Association 
(DDBA) Indoor Stadium, 
United Colony (Nagarjan) 
in Dimapur on Oct. 11.

The first match in the 
senior category began with 
men’s singles where Assam 
emerged victorious with 
an easy score of 21-8, 21-8. 
The Assam player, Orijit 
Chaliha exhibited high fire-
power, that the Manipur 
player Bidyasagar Salam 
failed to contain him.

AFC nominates 
I-League for best 
developing league 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 11: De-
spite the morning show-
ers of rain, St Paul Higher 
Secondary School in Di-
mapur began its three-day 
long annual sports event 
on Oct. 11 at the school 
premises. 

During the inaugura-
tion programme, Secretary 
of Finance and Land Re-
source, Y Kikheto Sema, 
hoisted the flag, marking 
the commencement of the 
event. 

Addressing the stu-
dents, Sema said: “Games 
and sports should be im-
parted as extra-curricular 
activities.” It should not be 
an option but rather to take 
it up as a compulsory sub-
ject. Adding that, he said, ‘It 
is true that students should 
study hard and produce 
good result. But students 
also ought to enjoy physical 
activities for good health.’ 

In western countries, 
monotony of lecture has 
been reduced by imparting 
vocational training to stu-
dents in a holistic manner. 
Games and sports are also 
incorporated as part of the 
academic syllabus, he said.

Sema is of the view that 
confining to the four walls 
of classroom alone is not 
enough and added that 
outdoor activities such as 
games and sports is always 
a better option.

Sub-divisional officer of 
Public Works Department, 
research laboratory cell, Di-
mapur, M John Lotha spoke 
on importance of sports-
manship and team spirit. 
He said that sport reveals 
the true character of an in-
dividual and urged them to 
show patience, obedience, 
respect and have a team 
spirit. 

He  r e c o u n t e d  h i s 
schooling days where he 
used to participate enthu-
siastically in almost every 
game. ‘Involving in those 
activities have build, shape, 
and transformed me into 
what I am today,’ he said. 
Therefore, he urged stu-
dents not to take games 
and sports for granted but 
take it as an opportunity 
to compete for dedication 
and discipline. He added 
that the students must par-
ticipate to win the hearts 
of friends, opponents, and 
audience.

New Delhi, Oct. 11 (IANS): The Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) on Thursday shortlisted the I-League 
among the top three nominations for the SPIA Award in 
the "Best Developing Football League of the Year" cat-
egory.

The SPIA Conference and Awards Gala will take 
place between November 19-20 in Bangkok, Thailand.

The I-League is the premier league in the country 
and the next edition will be played among 11 clubs, 
the champions of which get a slot for AFC Champions 
League qualifier.

Commenting on the development, the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) President Praful Patel said 
in a statement: "It is very encouraging that the work of 
AIFF and the Hero I-League department has got recog-
nition by being nominated for this prestigious award. 
I would like to congratulate all stakeholders especially 
the clubs who have been an integral part of this league."

Meanwhile, I-League CEO Sunando Dhar said: "This 
is excellent news for Indian Football. We have been 
striving hard over the years and this nomination is only 
a motivation for us to do better."
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A match in progress between Assam (white) and Manipur during the Northeast zone inter-state badminton championship in Dimapur on Thu. Oct. 11

The second match was 
a women’s singles category, 
which was again won by 
Assam. The match went to 

a decider in a best of three 
games, but Assam went 
ahead comfortably in the 
deciding set and closed 

out the game with a score 
of 21-15.

The third match was a 
men’s doubles contest. The 

first match saw an easy win 
for the Assam pair winning 
the set 21-10. However, in 
the second set, the Assam 

pair was made to sweat as 
the match went to a deuce. 
Nonetheless, they were 
able to close out the game 
with a score of 26-24. With 
it, the Assam team won the 
senior mixed team events 
with the other two match-
es, the women’s doubles 
and mixed doubles were 
abandoned as the winner 
was already decided.

 Till the time of filing 
the report, the results for 
junior mixed team events 
stood at 2-1 in favour of 
Assam. 

An official informed 
that the individual events 
will continue tomorrow 
with the finals of the indi-
viduals matches scheduled 
to be held on Oct. 13.

MDFA gets drenched as 17 goals shower down

Players of Intermingle (Blue) and Alempang Y/A inaction during the ongoing MDFA Trophy 2018, at Imkongmeren Sports Complex on Oct.11

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 11 (EMN):  Along 
with the rainy weather conditions it 
rained goals at Mokokchung with a 
total of 17 in a day at the on-going 
MDFA Trophy 2018 at Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex on Oct. 11.

The Intermingle Club completely 
routed Alempang Y/D 9-0 while SSS 
Yellow beat Friends United F/C 4-0 
and FC Young Boys and Hills XI FC 
settled in  2-2. 

Intermingle registered an easy win 
with nine goals against Alempang Y/D 
in the first match. Yhunshalo, the star 
of the match scored five goals while 
Limakumzuk Ao scored two goals, 
Sanyem Konyak and Bendangnukshi 
scored a goal each.

Entering the first half, Intermin-
gle club went first scored in the 9th 
minute only to be followed by goals in 
the 12th, 20th, 21st and 23rd minute. 

Four more goals were added in 
the second half of the game in the 
45th, 48th, 57th and 59th minute. 
Alempang YA proved too weak for the 
strong Intermingle team, one of the 
top contenders for this year’s edition 
of MDFA.

The second match between FC 
Young Boys and Hills XI FC ended in 
a draw of 2-2. Both the goals for FC 
Young Boys were scored by Neiphivilie 
in the 17th and 50th minute, while the 
goals for Hills XI FC were scored by 
Rongsenchiba and Moaakum in the 
52nd and 58th minute respectively.

In the last match of the day, SSS 
Yellow scored one of the fastest goals of 
the tournament within the first minute 
of kick-off against Friends United FC. 
The goal was scored by Toshiwapang. 
He again scored the second goal 
through a penalty when he was tackled 
down in the 20th minute.

Toshiwapang added two more 
goals to his collection when he scored 
in the 64th and 69th minutes. SSS 
yellow has been a crowd pulling team 
and with their first win, the team 
proves to be a strong contender for 
MDFA Trophy 2018.
Fixture for Friday

Telongjem FC vs.Rongpang Reju
NU Lumami vs. Grand Elites SC
Mosiac vs. Unicorn FC

Intermingle routs Alempang 9-0, SSS Yellow beats United 4-0, 
FC Young Boys and Hills XI FC draws

Phesama rout Charoi Chiru Naga FC 5-2 

‘Games and sports 
should be imparted as 
extra-curricular activities’

MARTYRS' TROPHY

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 11 (EMN): 
Charoi Chiru Naga FC Ma-
nipur suffered a shocking 
defeat of two goals to five 
at the hands of Phesama 
Youth Organisation as the 
heroic striker Neisaleto 
Kuotsu scored four goals 
for Phesama team and 
send their team into the 
quarter final round of the 
ongoing NSF Martyrs' Me-
morial Trophy at Kohima 
local ground on Thursday.

The rain soaked 
ground played spoil-
sports as both the teams 
were unable to attack 
but  the Phesama team 
commanded the match 
by outsmarting  their op-
ponent scoring two goals 
in the first half through 
Kuotsu and adding three 
more in the second half. 

Thangawar and Ken-
neth of Charoi Chiru Naga 
FC score in the injury time 

but it was too late for the 
team to make a come-
back.

Kennedy Chiru, the 
owner of the Chario Chiru 
Naga FC Manipur talk-

ing to this correspondent 
said while he was satisfied 
with the match, he felt 
the muddy ground condi-
tion was to blame for his 
team’s weak performance. 
Nevertheless, he was op-
timistic the team would 
make a strong comeback 
in the next edition of the 
tournament. 

Meanwhile, Meriema 
Village Youth Organisa-
tion entered the round of 
eight by defeating United 
Brothers FC 4-1 in the 
fourth pre-quarter final 
match of the tournament.

Kelhouneizo Üsou 
opened the account for 

MVYO in the 21st minute 
from a penalty for a foul 
inside the area. United 
Brothers failed to break 
through the defensive line 
as MVYO continued to 
dominate the game and in 
the second half Kevizhak-
ie Ciesotsu (62nd) and 
Vikeduolie Lhousi (69th) 
scored to keep the team 
3-0 lead.

United Brothers FC 
later scored in the 74th 
minute through a spot 
kick conversion from Jaa 
Jaa Solo in. But Keviyabei-
u Keditsü finished the 
game in the injury time by 
scoring their fourth goal 
in favour of MVYO team.

 Fixture for Friday
Centurion FC Vs 

Rangers FC Medziphe-
ma at 12pm

Kohima Eagles Vs St. 
Joseph's College Jakha-
ma at 2pm

St. Paul HSS annual sports underway 

Neisaleto Kuotsu in white jersey of Phesama Youth Organisation in action against Charoi Chiru Naga FC player 
during the pre-quarterfinal match of the ongoing NSF Martyrs' Memorial Trophy  at Kohima local ground on 
Thursday. 
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Sakutemjen 
Memorial Club 
lifts Imchaba 
volleyball trophy
Mokokchung, Oct. 11 
(EMN): Sakutemjen Me-
morial  Club(SMC) of 
Chungtiayimsen (SMC) 
lifted the13th edition Im-
chaba Master Memorial 
Nagaland Open Volley-
ball trophy for the sec-
ond consecutive season 
after a tough final match 
with Changtongya Volley-
ball Association (CVA) at 
the Multi-Purpose Sports 
Complex, Mokokchung on 
Oct. 11.

The final was one of the 
best competitive matches 
of the tournament where 
both the team showed 
equal strength; however 
SMC settled the game for 
25-19; 16-25; 23-25; 25-10; 
15-11. The first set went 
in favour of SMC but the 
second and third sets were 
dominated by CVA and 
were on the verge of notch-
ing the coveted title.

In the fourth set, SMC 
made a comeback to set-
tle two sets each. In the 
last set, both teams played 
competitive however some 
technical errors and serv-
ice fouls from the CVA gave 
SMC the advantage to lift 
the coveted trophy for the 
second time.

The third and fourth 
places were bagged by 
Sporting Club, Koralong 
and Lakhuni Sporting Club 
respectively.
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