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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 8: The Nagaland 
Contractors’ and Suppliers’ Un-
ion (NCSU) has submitted a 
representation to the minister 
of Public Works Department 
(PWD) with regard to the ‘Notice 
Inviting Tender’ (NIT) that was 
published in the local dailies on 
Oct. 2. 

In the representation, the 
union alleged that the criteria 
mentioned in the tender notice 
to qualify for the works were 
harsh and not applicable to the 
local contractors. 

“Earlier, the department used 
to split up the construction works 
in kilometre-wise so as to en-
able local contractors to get such 
works. However, the present cri-
teria has put hurdles that hardly 
one or two local contractors 
would qualify for the works and 
the rest of the government regis-
tered class-I contractors includ-

ing those from ENPO areas (sic) 
would not get any work,” the 
statement alleged.

However, an engineer from 
the state’s PWD (Roads and 
Bridges) told Eastern Mirror on 
Monday evening that the criteria 
were not that stringent stating 
that the department has been 
following similar procedures in 
other programmes as well. Nev-
ertheless, the official mentioned 
that the department would de-
liberate on the issue and give 
necessary clarification in the 
days to come.

According to the tender no-
tice published on Oct. 2, the bid-
ding documents will be issued in 
respect of eligible registered con-
tractors if they have completed 
one similar nature of work indi-
vidually during the last five years 
costing not less than 40% of the 
tender  value. It also mentioned 
that the time of completion for 

the said tender is 12 months and 
the payment should be made in 
phased manner subject to avail-
ability of fund.

In the NCSU statement, the 
contractors recalled that the 
state government had, in 2014, 
allotted four road projects under 
SARDP phase-I in Nagaland to 
M/s Mayatas & Gayatri (JV), de-
spite their repeated demand to 
split the works into job-wise and 
allot it to local contractors. 

“However our demand was 
not considered and the projects 
resulted in total failure, and not a 
single road could be completed 
by them till today,” it added.

The union has urged the 
state’s PWD to review the qualifi-
cation criteria mentioned in the 
tender notice and split the works 
into ‘road-wise’ at the earliest 
so that local contractors would 
stand a chance to qualify for the 
contract. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 8: In light of sex-
ual harassment reports within 
the Indian media surfacing, 
organisations that work for the 
welfare of women journalists 
– Indian Women's Press Corps 
(IWPC) and Network of Women 
in Media, India (NWMI) – have 
come forward to express soli-
darity with the victims and 
called upon the media houses 
to set up institutional mecha-
nisms to redress such issues 
and punish the culprits.

The call on the media frater-
nity to address the grievances of 
women journalists comes after 
women from various profes-
sions, including those working 
in media, took to social media 
to express their ordeal at work 
place on the backdrop of #Me-
Too movement that rocked Hol-
lywood last year and Bollywood 
actress Tanushree Dutta’s sexual 
harassment allegation against 
actor Nana Patekar on the sets 
of 2008 movie “Horn Ok Please” 
that has hit the headlines.

The NWMI, a 14-year-old 
association that provides a fo-
rum for women journalists to 
exchange ideas and promote 
gender equality within the me-

dia, described the ongoing 
#MeToo movement in India 
as a “watershed moment for 
all of us in journalism,” and 
condemned the” rampant sex-
ism and misogyny in Indian 
newsrooms that not only al-
lows sexual harassment to go 
unchecked but also promotes a 
culture of silence, victim blam-
ing and moral policing.”

The organisation has de-
manded in a statement that 
all media organisations and 
journalism colleges to take 
suo motu cognisance of the 
complaints made by the vic-
tims, take necessary action, 
and assist in filing a complaint 
under the Indian Penal Code. It 
wants all organisations related 
to journalism set up policies to 
prevent sexual harassment at 
the workplace and form Inter-
nal Committees (IC) to address 
complaints, publish details of 
the anti-sexual harassment 
policy on its websites and out-
line consequences of such acts 
in job contracts and code of 
conduct manuals.

It has demanded that media 
organisations and journalism 
colleges conduct gender sen-
sitisation workshops at least 

twice a year to promote gender 
equality, provide professional 
counselling to both survivors 
and accused, cover freelancers 
and stringers in the anti-sexual 
harassment policies, and not 
bury ordeals of victims.

“The media must shine the 
light on ourselves in order to 
break the entrenched impunity 
for perpetrators of sexual har-
assment at the workplace,” read 
the statement.

The IWPC, an association of 
women journalists that was set 
up to support women journalist 
in their professional work, has 
also expressed concerned over 
sexual harassment faced by 
women journalists and urged 
the media houses to 

"The IWPC extends its sup-
port to all the women journal-
ists and women employees 
in the media who have faced 
sexual harassment by their 
co-workers and superiors and 
have had the courage to speak 
out. The fact that many of the 
complaints have gone unheard 
despite being brought to the 
notice of the appropriate au-
thorities is disturbing and a 
matter of grave concern," said 
IWPC president TK Rajalakshmi 

in a statement obtained by PTI.
Rajalakshmi lamented that 

“It is also reflective of a sys-
temic malaise where despite 
the enactment of the Sexual 
Harassment of Women at the 
Workplace (Prevention, Pro-
hibition and Redressal) Act, 
2013, the committees required 
to address these complaints 
and grievances are either not 
properly constituted or simply 
do not exist." 

The IWPC stated that all 
media organisations should set 
up internal complaints com-
mittees to redress grievances 
of women journalists and that 
many have taken to social me-
dia to express their ordeal due 
to lack of it. 

"There ought to be zero 
tolerance for any form of inap-
propriate behaviour towards 
women employees," said the 
statement, adding “Every wom-
an employee has the right to 
work in an atmosphere free 
from any kind of harassment 
and hostility and employers 
have a responsibility to ensure 
the safety and security of wom-
en employees in particular.”

(With inputs from PTI)

Stockholm, Oct. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
US economists William Nord-
haus and Paul Romer on Mon-
day shared the 2018 Nobel Eco-
nomics Prize for constructing 
"green growth" models that 
show how innovation and cli-
mate policies can be integrated 
with economic growth.

Working independently, 
they have addressed "some of 
our time's most basic and press-
ing questions about how we 
create long-term sustained and 
sustainable growth," the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences 
said in a statement.

Nordhaus is a professor 
at Yale University. Romer is a 
former World Bank chief econo-
mist now at New York Univer-
sity's Stern School of Business.

The academy said their 
models, both developed in 
the 1990s, have "significantly 
broadened the scope of eco-
nomic analysis".

The prize announcement 
came as the UN warned in a 
landmark report that an "un-
precedented" transformation of 
society and the world economy 
was needed to avoid global cli-
mate chaos.

It said time was running out 
to avert disaster, noting that 
our plant's surface has already 

warmed one degree Celsius (1.8 
degrees Fahrenheit).

Romer told the Swedish 
academy in a live phone inter-
view at the prize announce-
ment that he was confident the 
world could reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and still improve 
standards of living in the future.

The jury said that while 
Nordhaus and Romer "do not 
deliver conclusive answers ... 
their findings have brought us 
considerably closer to answer-
ing the question of how we can 
achieve sustained and sustain-
able global economic growth." 

Nordhaus, 77, was specifi-
cally honoured for "integrating 
climate change into long-run 
macroeconomic analysis." His 
"integrated assessment model" 
was created in the 1990s and 
combines theories and empiri-
cal results from physics, chem-
istry and economics.

It is now widely "used to 
simulate how the economy and 
climate co-evolve." It is used to 
examine the consequences of 
climate policy interventions, for 
example carbon taxes.

Nordhaus's research shows 
that the most efficient remedy 
for problems caused by green-
house gas emissions is a global 
scheme of carbon taxes uni-

formly imposed on all countries.
Countries refusing to take 

part in the scheme could be 
subjected to customs tariffs.

The 62-year-old Romer 
meanwhile won the prize for 
"integrating technological in-
novations into long-run macr-
oeconomic analysis." 

Complementing Nord-
haus' research, Romer laid the 
foundation for "endogenous 
growth theory", which explains 
how ideas are different to other 
goods and require specific con-
ditions to thrive.

His research demonstrated 
how economic forces govern 
the willingness of companies 
to produce new ideas and in-
novations.

Romer resigned from the 
World Bank in January 2018 
after raising questions about 
how the institution was rank-
ing countries. Both Nordhaus 
and Romer have been tipped as 
frontrunners for the Nobel Prize 
in recent years.

The pair will share the nine 
million Swedish kronor (about 
1.01 million or 860,000-euro) 
prize. The prize, which also 
consists of a diploma and a gold 
medal, will be presented at a 
formal ceremony in Stockholm 
on December 10.
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 8: The highly- 
anticipated release of the 
movie, ‘Nani Teri Morni’ – in-
spired by the true-life events 
of Mhonbeni Ezung, the 
youngest recipient of the 
National Bravery Award – ap-
pears to have run into rough 
weather with the Nagaland 
government. The movie is di-
rected by Akashaditya Lama 
from Mumbai.

According to the makers 
of the movie, it was set to be 
released not only in Kohima 
but also in Dimapur during 
the ‘Children Film Bonanza,’ 
a movie festival for children 
under the initiative of Chil-
dren’s Film Society India 
(CFSI). They claimed to have 
obtained approval from the 
CFSI.   

Rebecca Changkija, the 
‘line producer’ of the movie 
told Eastern Mirror that the 
movie was scheduled to be 
released in Kohima as well as 
Dimapur during the festival. 
“We spoke to the officials of 
CFSI and with the help of the 
director, the CFSI agreed to 
showcase the movie during 
the festival,” said Chang-
kija adding that official mails 
were sent to the government 
for its release as early as Au-
gust 30. 

Changkija claimed that 
she had met Abhishek Singh, 
commissioner and secretary 

of Public and Administra-
tive Reforms on Sep. 19 to 
discuss the logistics of the 
release during the festival 
in Dimapur. She said that 
Singh seemed ‘receptive’ 
to the proposal and they 
agreed that the movie would 
be shown in Dimapur for 
three days and for two days 
in Kohima. 

‘Acceding’ to the request 
of Singh, the team prepared 
a revised budget of INR 10 
lac to screen the movie in 
both districts in the second 
week of October, Changkija 
informed while maintain-
ing that emails and official 
notices were exchanged 
which showed a “positive 
response.”

A statement from Shiraz 
Henry, ‘film writer and di-
rector’ from Mumbai, stated 
that on Sep. 26, Changkija 
also met the personal sec-
retary to the chief minister 
for the new proposal of hav-
ing the screening in the two 
districts. He claimed that the 
CFSI, in subsequent emails, 
had proposed the bonanza 
to be held on Oct. 8 and 9th 
in Kohima and Oct. 10 to 
12th in Dimapur since these 
dates were suitable for the 
CEO of CFSI to attend the 
events. 

However on Sep. 28, the 
makers of the movie received 
information that a similar 

proposal had been put up 
before the secretariat for the 
screening to be held only in 
Kohima with a sanctioned 
budget of INR 10 lac, Chang-
kija claimed.

“On the 3rd of Oct., upon 
receiving copies of the said 
proposal, it was apparent 
that the same had been put 
up by none other than Ab-
hishek Singh to the depart-
ment of Art and Culture,” 
she said.

Changkija alleged that 
she and her team, during 
a meeting on Oct. 4 with 
Singh and other officials 
from various department ‘to 
make sense of the decision 
by the government’, Singh 
had “shouted and banged 
on the table” and asked who 
were they to question the 
government. 

“I have represented the 
state and region in many 
events and for me, the chil-
dren, and (Naga) people 
have never witnessed such 
events, so wanted I it to hap-
pen in both districts,” said 
Changkija. She informed 
that the film's crew will not 
be attending the festival. 

Singh also spoke to this 
newspaper on Monday.  He 
claimed that the CFSI had 
never mentioned Rebecca 
Changkija and that the Di-
mapur screening was pro-
posed but never finalised. “It 

is a matter of miscommuni-
cation between the two and 
it is really unfortunate that 
this is happening. I won’t get 
into petty fights as this event 
is for the children,” Singh 
maintained. 

He informed that a total 
of INR seven lac has been 
sanctioned for the five-day 
film festival in Kohima and 
40 schools from Kohima dis-
trict will be attending it. 

“The event happening 
in Kohima does not mean it 
won’t happen in Dimapur 
or other districts; the movie 
will be taken for screening in 
other districts in the days to 
come,” he claimed.

Singh informed that as 
per the request of the CFIC, 
the government went ahead 
with the proposal to show-
case the movie during the 
bonanza adding that the 
CFIC officials were already in 
the state. Mhonbeni Ezung 
would also be felicitated on 
Oct. 9, he informed. 

“I congratulate Chil-
dren's Film Society of India 
#CFSI and look forward to 
the launch of "Children's 
Film Bonanza". The five-day 
festival which begins tomor-
row will showcase 9 mov-
ies at the state capital, with 
40 participating schools,” 
tweeted the chief minister 
of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio on 
Monday. 

Controversy precedes release of movie 
inspired by Nagaland’s little braveheart  

Local contractors seek leniency in 
open tender criteria for road projects

Women journalists’ groups want anti-sexual harassment policy US economists win Nobel Prize 
for work on growth and climate  

AP/PTI

William Nordhaus (L) Paul Romer (R)

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 8 (EMN): Four 
persons were killed, and ten 
others injured, near Leshemi 
village in Pfutsero subdivi-
sion of Phek district on Mon-
day when the vehicle they 
were travelling in rolled off a 
steep slope at the Viswema-
Kidima-Zuketsa NEC road.

The vehicle, a mini pick-
up truck, was reported to 
have been dropping 13 farm-
ers from Leshemi village 
to their respective farms 
when the accident occurred. 
While the Pfutsero and Phek 
police authorities could not 
be reached for details and 
the numbers listed on the 
official state police direc-
tory were outdated, it was 

the villagers who provided 
information that besides 
the four who died on the 
spot, the rest including the 
driver have been rushed to 
a government hospital in 
Kohima for treatment. One 
of the injured was said to be 
a woman.

According to a Leshe-
mi village elder, it was sus-
pected that the accident 
occurred from technical 
failure but conclusions could 
not be drawn until the police 
conduct a thorough investi-
gation.

A joint funeral service 
for the four victims of the 
accident will be conducted 
in Leshemi village on Oct. 9 
at 11 am.

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): Fol-
lowing the death of Imti-
kumzuk Longkumer, the 
government of Nagaland 
has declared the 26th Aon-
glenden assembly constitu-

ency seat as vacant with 
effect from Sep. 23. This was 
notified through an order 
issued by the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly Secretariat 
on Monday.    

4 killed, ten injured 
in road mishap 

Aonglenden A/C seat declared vacant  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 8: Two unknown miscreants 
reportedly assaulted a trader who runs a 
shop at Burma Camp in Dimapur on Mon-
day afternoon.

According to a reliable source, the as-
sailants struck the shopkeeper below the 
left eye with the ‘barrel of a gun.’ Report-
edly, the miscreants had arrived at the shop 
in the afternoon riding an unregistered 
motorcycle. 

The assault happened when the mis-
creants demanded money and the shop-
keeper refused to pay. The victim was 
later taken to a private hospital in Dimapur. 
Further details could not be ascertained till 
the filing of this report.   

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): The additional 
district magistrate of Sivasagar in Assam has 
reinforced night curfew from, 6 pm to 6 am, 
in the 5 km belt of Assam-Nagaland border 
with effect from August 23 for a period of 60 
days, i.e., till Oct. 22. 

A DIPR report on Monday quoted the 
Sivasagar official as stating that the cur-
few has been imposed as a precautionary 
measure to prevent occurrence of unlawful 
activities by anti-social elements/extremists 
coming across the Assam/Nagaland border 
in the belt of Sivasagar district. Movement 
of any person/group of persons and any 
vehicular traffic are prohibited during the 
period of night curfew, it stated.

However, magistrates, security person-
nel and officials on duty are exempt from 
the purview of the order, it informed. 

Trader assaulted 
in Dimapur 

Night curfew 
in border areas 
of Sivasagar   

A scene from the 
side of accident.
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Members of Nagamese Baptist Church Youth Assoication, Kohima region during one-day sports and recreation programme.

School children with officials of forest department during the weeklong observation of the wildlife week at Peren district. 

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): The Nag-
amese Baptist Church Youth Assoica-
tion (NBCYA) Kohima region con-
ducted one day sports cum recreation 
under the theme “focus & endure” 
(Hebrews 12:1) on September 29 at 

Kigwema village ground.
The event began with Pastor New 

Capital Complex Baptist Church Kohi-
ma, Bendang invoking God’s blessing.

Through a press release, it in-
formed that nine churches includ-

ing 130 persons participated in the 
programme. T. Mughatoli Sumi from 
Assamese Baptist Church Kohima and 
pastor Flames of fire Baptist Church 
Kohima  Ruokuolhoulie shared the 
word of God. 

Singing and drama competition 
on Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao held

Training for differently abled 
persons held in Changtongya

Leshemi village gets 
health sub-centre

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
District Task Force on 
Beti Bachao, Beti Pad-
hao (BBBP) and Mahila 
Shukti Kendra, Longleng, 
conducted a singing and 
drama competition for 12 
wards at Longleng Town 
Baptist Church (LTBC) on 
the theme “You are power-
ful, beautiful, brilliant and 
brave and little girls with 
dreams become women 
with vision.” 

The programme was 
witnessed by the deputy 
commissioner of Longleng, 
John Tsulise Santam. The 
DC, while speaking at the 

programme, encouraged 
the girl child to excel and 
shine in their own ways 
and make the society a 
better place through their 
participation. 

C D P O  L o n g l e n g 
and Nodal officer BBBP, 
Tauhong Phom, highlight-
ed on the Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao scheme, while a 
special prayer for girl child 
was pronounced by Rev. 
Beau, pastor of LTBC. 

Ngenching ward was 
adjudged the winner in 
the singing category, while 
Oushok Baptist Church 
bagged the winning prize 

in the drama category. The 
prize winning song would 
be recorded and use as 
the theme song of BBBP 
Longleng and the drama 
winner would be used to 
organise street play. 

Meanwhile as part of 
the programme, students 
of GHSS, Longleng, also 
conducted street play 
at various junctions in 
Longleng town on Sep-
tember 29. The purpose 
of the street play was to 
create awareness about 
the importance of girl child 
and women in the modern 
society.

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
Considering that differently 
abled citizens can also learn 
some art and lead a life of 
dignity, Grace Society Com-
munity Based Rehabilita-
tion Forum (CBRF) organ-
ised a vocational training on 
bamboo craft for ‘Leaders of 
Disable People’s Organisa-
tion’ at the Grace Society, 
Changtongya town office 
campus on October 5. 

Altogether 18 leaders 
from different village dis-
able people’s organisa-
tion (VDPO) attended the 
training and learned how 
to make different bamboo 
crafts products like tray, 
pen stands and curtain 
clips. The participants were 
trained by resource person 
Salonger from Mongseny-
imti village, who is a re-
cipient of Samarthya Award 

2017 from the project area 
under CBRF. 

The training was con-
ducted according to CBRF 
planner with the objectives 
to train the DPO leaders 
how to make different prod-
ucts with the available raw 
materials found in their area 
and become self-reliant 
thereby contributing to the 
society as well as enhancing 
their family’s income.

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
Leshemi Villagers got their 
first Health Unit – a Sub 
Centre which was inau-
gurated by Dr. Kevichusa 
Medikhrü, Mission Direc-
tor, National Health Mis-
sion, Nagaland Depart-
ment of Health and Family 
Welfare on the Oct. 6. 

Addressing the villag-
ers present, Dr. Medikhrü 
called upon them to take 
ownership of the Health 
Centre and make it their 
responsibility in maintain-
ing and also in extending 
their full cooperation with 
the Department. 

Citing some villages 
where community par-
ticipation in health sec-
tor is very strong, Dr. 
Medikhrü appealed them 
to be involved in the future 
progress of the sub centre 
by lending their full support 
to the staff posted in the 
sub-centre so that one day 

the centre can become a 
delivery point, and further 
be upgraded in the com-
ing days. Also highlighting 
on the ongoing Measles-
Rubella Vaccination Cam-
paign (MRVC) in the state,   
how beneficial the vaccine 
is for the future genera-
tion. He challenged them 
to make Leshemi the village 
to achieve 100% coverage of 
MRVC and also in the Rou-
tine Immunisation.

Dr. Atoshe Sumi, State 
Program Officer (Immu-
nisation), who was also 
present during the auspi-
cious event too empha-
sized on the importance 
of MRVC and encouraged 
the villagers present to be 
an exemplary to the other 
villages by covering cent 
percent target.The land 
for construction of the 
Sub Centre and also a staff 
quarter is been donated by 
the villagers.

RTI week observed at Longleng district
Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): The 
RTI Week (Right to Information 
Week) was observed in Longleng 
at the deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall on the theme ‘RTI 
and the role of citizens’ with the 
SDPO of Longleng, Imtiakum as 
the resource person. 

In his keynote address the 
Deputy Commissioner Longleng, 
John Tsulise Sangtam asserted 
that the purpose of observing 
the RTI week was to sensitise the 
citizens on importance of RTI Act 
and to refresh the government 
officers who are responsible to 
respond to the query of the citi-
zens under the Act. Maintaining 
that the purpose of the RTI Act 

was to retain transparency and 
accountability in the working 
system of the government offices, 
John said RTI should not be use 
for personal purpose or to target 
any officer individually but to 
sought information under the Act 
for the public interest and not to 
be use for malafide purposes. He 
appealed the gathering to learn 
from the resource person and 
dissemination the information 
back to their community to com-
bat corruption. 

Speaking on the theme ‘RTI 
and the role of Citizens’ the re-
source person asserted that un-
der RTI no government office 
even the president and Prime 

minister’s office is exempted. He 
informed that RTI Act is the only 
Indian Act which do not have 
immunity to President or Prime 
Minister of India, overwrites any 
other law for time being in force, 
does not respect any hierarchy; 
where the government imple-
ments and the citizens supervise 
the implementation; and re-
minds that government they are 
not the master of the public but 
servant of the people. RTI is very 
important and popular because 
of the fact that it is very simple 
and easy, cheap, time bound, reli-
able and citizen friendly besides 
RTI not only access information 
but citizens also can do inspec-

tion of records and works, he 
added. Imtiakum also appealed 
to the gathering to know their 
rights and raise their voice to 
have transparency and account-
ability in the Government office 
and at the same time reminded 
that while citizens enjoys the 
rights, they have also duties and 
obligations.  

Earlier, welcome address was 
proposed by the chairperson 
Robi Sangtam EAC Longleng and 
vote of thanks was proposed by 
D. Robin SDO civil Longleng. The 
highlights of the program were 
distribution of leaflets on RTI and 
screening of RTI short film on ‘my 
rights: my voice’  

CBCMHK fathers’ camp from Oct. 17-19

Zunheboto DPDB launches 
district official website

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): Un-
der the aegis the Chakhesang 
Baptist Church Ministers’ 
Hill, Kohima (CBCMHK) a 3 
(three) days Fathers’ Camp is 
all set to organized from Oct. 
17 to 19 at the Nagaland Po-
lice Baptist Church Associa-
tion (NPBCA) Mission Centre, 
Chumukedima, Dimapur, on 
the theme, “Chose life so that 
you and your children may 
live” (Duet. 30:19)

According to a press state-
ment issued by Media Com-
mittee, Rev. Dr. Vevo Phesao, 
Sr. Pastor, CBCMHK, Rev. 

Wepre Mero, Pastor, CBC-
MHK, Dr. Adela Mero, Admin-
istrator, Rainbow Academy 
Resource Centre, Dimapur, 
Vimeno Lasetso, Associate 
Professor, Eastern Theologi-
cal College, Jorhat, Husazu 
Epao, Principal, Patkai Chris-
tian College, Chumukedima 
will be the panel of speakers 
while Dr. Husazulu Chuzho, 
Associate Professor, Disciple-
ship Bible College, Dimapur 
will act as the leader of the 
Bible Study on “1 Kings Chap-
ters 1 to 5” during the 3 days 
long camp.

“Biblical understanding 
of fatherhood”, “motivating 
children to pursue valued 
based education”,  “family in 
the plan of God”, “fathers’ role 
in parenting and in church 
and society today”,  etc. will 
be the main topics of the 
speakers while Bible study, 
gospel worship service, inter-
active session, counselling, 
Recreational activities etc. 
will featured as the highlights 
of the camp. A sum of Rs. 
300/- shall be collected from 
each camper as the registra-
tion fee.

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): SDO (C) Sadar, 
Zunheboto, Ajit K Ranjanformally launched 
the Zunheboto district website, zunheboto.
nic.in., at the monthly Zunheboto District 
Planning and Development Board meeting 
held on Oct. 8. 

 Ranjan said that the public can log in 
at the website and know details about the 
district. He also said that the details of the 
upcoming Ahuna cum mini-Hornbill to be 
held on November will also be updated. 

The deputy commissioner, while en-
couraging all the civil societies to con-
tribute to towards the Ahuna cum mini-
Hornbill site, said that the area would be the 
window to the world for Zunheboto. 

  The agendas discussed at the 
meeting were registration of Green Club 

Zunheboto where the house accepted to 
forward it to the concerned department. 
An agenda was put forwarded for supply of 
100 tons of ginger where it was decided that 
the agri. and allied departments will take 
up the issue. The CMO Zunheboto briefed 
the members on the recent measles and 
rubella that is going on at Zunheboto dis-
trict.District transport officer Zunheboto 
highlighted on the ‘road safety awareness’ 
held on Oct. 5 and 6.   The District Educa-
tion Officer gave a power point presenta-
tion. Branch Manager, State Bank of India 
Zunheboto Branch also presented a power 
point presentation on, “Mass sensitization 
on fraud” and the activities of SBI Zunhe-
boto. The next DPDB meeting will be held 
on Nov. 8.

Peren forest division observes wildlife week 
STATE

DDTTA convenes executive meeting 
An executive meeting of the Dimapur District Table 
Tennis Association (DDTTA) will be held on  Oct.   9 
from 4 pm at Multi-Purpose Stadium. All executive 
members are requested to attend the meeting, stated 
the association’s general secretary Dilip Sharma in a 
press note. 

Northern Sumi Community 
Dimapur get-toegther on Oct. 13 
The Northern Sumi Community Dimapur, Annual 
Get-together-cum prayer fellowship will be held on 
Sat. Oct. 13 at Green Park 5th Mile Dimapur from 10 
am. All the bonafied members are informed to attend 
the progamme without fail. All Northern Sumi Frontal 
organisations are cordially invited, informed Khukiho 
Chophy, Finance Secretary, of the NSUD in a press 
statement. 

All India Radio to celebrate 1st 
anniversary of FM Tragopan
The All India Radio, Kohima will be celebrating the 1st 
Anniversary of FM Tragopan on Oct.  9 at AIR, Kohima. 
Programme Executive (CO), L.K. Mulong will deliver 
the key note address while short speeches will be de-
livered by Assistant Engineer, P.S. Tripathi, RJs and 
News Section. Assistant Director (P)/Head of Office, 
N. Kaimang Chang will deliver the welcome address 
while News Reader, Jonas Yanthan will propose vote 
of thanks. Vemucho Chuzo will be the chairperson of 
the programme.

Training for village 
facilitators held at Mon
Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): A district level training for 
village facilitators of people’s plan campaign for 
preparation of Gram Panchayat Development Plan 
(GPDP) was organised by District Rural Development 
Agency Mon on Oct. 4 at DRDA conference hall. Main 
topics of the training were role out plan for people’s 
plan campaign, procedure of preparation of gram 
panchayat poverty reduction plan campaign by SHGs 
(livelihood infrastructure, credit, entitlement, over all 
(GPDP) with special reference to front line workers of 
line department, PRI-SHG, convergence, PRI-SHG 
training modules, mission Antyodaya mobile apps 
demonstration and hands-on training and plan-plus 
demonstration. The resource persons were Wakho 
Konyak, Mon NRLM, Chingam Konyak, BPM Tizit 
Block NRLM and Manpea Konyak Chen block NRLM, 
the DIPR updated. 

Physical verification of 
pensioners Wokha on Oct. 16-17
District Treasury Officer, Wokha, T. Thungalee Khu-
vung has informed that all the pensioners and family 
members of pensioners, who are transacting under 
Senior Treasury Officer Wokha, that there will be 
physical verification for the year from Oct. 16 and 17.
Therefore, all the pensioners have been informed to 
bring their respective P.P.O Book and attend the veri-
fication on time as scheduled positively. Failing to at-
tend the physical verification shall entail the pension 
as closed and submit the same to A.G Nagaland after 
completion of verification.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER REPORT (OCT 8)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA 24.8 13.6 17.4 68 NIL

DIMAPUR 33.2 22 24.6 92 NIL

WOKHA - - - - -

ZBT 22.5 14.6 18.6 89 NIL

MON 28.6 28.2 17.6 91 34

TUENSANG 24 19.2 18.5 86 NIL

MKG 25 18.4 19.4 83 NIL

PHEK 24 13.6 15.4 85 NIL

KIPHIRE 26 18 18.7 98 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26.5 14.5 17.4 68 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 28.6 17.2 17.2 59 NIL

JALUKIE 25 12 19.4 95 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 30.4 21.2 23.9 86 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Twenty-five Hindustan Scouts and Guides from St. Clare Hr. Sec. School, accompanied by the Principal Sr. 
Chantal and Sir In-charge, 15 Rovers from St. Joseph University along with the teacher incharge participated 
in the ‘Swachchata Hi Seva’ campaign on October 2 at Dimapur Railway Station and NST bus stand. 

On clean drive

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
The Peren forest divi-
sion Wildlife Week cel-
ebration was organised 
at Jalukie Forest Resource 
Centre, where Eco-Clubs 
under Peren district pre-
sented their annual eco-
club activity in the form 
of painting during the 
programme. 67 schools 
participated in the com-
petition. 

During the second 
part of the programme, 
which was a formal one, 
Dr. Sentitula. IFS, DFO 
Peren presented a mean-
ingful and thought pro-
voking address. She re-
minded first to everyone 
present that the wildlife 
was decreasing in the for-
est but increasing in the 
towns. To drive home her 
point, she quoted Ma-
hatma Gandhi, “Humans 

give your hands towards 
conservation, not to de-
stroy them.”

She also said that 
there is a big disconnec-
tion between learning 
and practise and the root 

cause for all is the “greed”. 
Therefore,  she challenged 
the students of their pre-
sumption that future be-
longs to younger genera-
tion and encouraged ‘to 
Learn, love and live with 

wildlife’.
A movie on “Facts 

a b o u t  T i g e r s ”  w a s 
s c re e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
programme. The Range 
Officer Jalukie Punseni 
Khing briefed about the 

highlights of the movie 
explaining the basis of 
prey-predators relation-
ship, the life cycle and 
nature of the big cat, 
“The Tiger “and its need 
to conservation. There 

was also an open quiz 
competition based on the 
Movie. The quiz was led 
by Aluiwang and Manav. 
The students actively par-
ticipated in the quiz. The 
school that begged the 
maximum prizes in the 
quiz were Baptist High 
S c h o o l  Ja l u k i e, G H S S 
P e r e n , R a m z i e 
School,Jalukie,St.Xavier’s 
School, Jalukie, GHSS 
Jalukie and GHS Jalukie - 
B. In the Annual activity 
painting the first prize was 
begged by GMS DC Colo-
ny Peren, second prize 
by GPS Chalkot and third 
prize by GPS Songlhuh.
The programme ended 
with a concluding remark  
by Obed. ACF in-charge 
Peren Range, followed by 
benediction by Medolezo 
Kire Deputy Range Of-
ficer, Rubber unit, Jalukie. 

ANGCTA condoles
Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): The All Nagaland 
Government College Teachers Association 
(ANGCTA) expressed shock and grief at the 
demise of Dr. Niu Francis Whiso. 

“Dr. Niu Francis Whiso was a pioneer and 
torch bearer of the ANGCTA and served the 
Association as General Secretary from 1980 
-2001. He had been a beacon of light and a 
tower of strength to the teaching community 
and the Department of Higher Education 
with his immense wisdom and knowledge,” 
the ANGCTA stated in a condolence message. 

It stated that the association has lost a 
disciplined person, a committed teacher 
and a great human being. It further conveyed 
deepest condolences to the bereaved family 
members. 
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Attendees engage in group discussions at Life Spring Corner, at Khermahal in Dimapur on Sat. Oct. 6. 

The establishment of Phek district’s PWD division issued several photographs, one shown here, seeking to 
clarify that work on the Pukhungri-Avankhu road was still on, although rife with hindrances such as having 
to blast through rocky terrains.    

PB Acharya plays a game with children from welfare homes in Kohima district during a children’s programme that the governor hosted at the 
Raj Bhavan on October 8.  

Pukhungri-Avankhu road: Goverment 
clarifies work going smoothly

Migrants, economy: Manipur, 
Nagaland colleges to debate

Gov. hosts children from welfare homes Social media: DEF, students publicise safe use of info

Ao elders discuss course of community’s future  

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): The 
PWD (roads and bridges) 
of Phek district and a com-
munity organisation have 
refuted what they stated 
were untoward allegations 
from anti-graft activists, the 
Against Corruption and Un-
abated Corruption (Acaut) 
concerning the Pukhungri-
Avankhu road in the district.   

The establishment of 
the executive engineer of 
the PWD (roads and bridg-
es) of Phek district and the 
Phokhungri Area Public 
Organisation (Papo) issued 
separate press releases on 
Monday offering clarifica-
tions. 

The PWD called the 
demand of the Acaut to 
blacklist contractor M/S 
Viu Angami & Sons ‘techni-
cally without substance and 
uncalled for.’  This project 
was ‘initially sanctioned’ 
for INR 1, 042 lakh for 18.49 
km by the North Eastern 
Council during 2005-06 in 
September 2005, the PWD 
stated. The work was allot-
ted to M/S Nagaland Build-
ers Pvt. Ltd. “However, after 
encountering rocky por-
tions the contractor could 
not proceed further owing 
to the extremely difficult 
unforeseen working condi-
tions for which the firm was 
ill-equipped to handle and 
ultimately had to surrender 

the work order,” the Phek 
PWD division stated.

The project remained 
dormant for the next four 
years in spite of best efforts 
from the department to 
continue with the work, 
the press release read. The 
initiative of the then de-
velopment commissioner 
Alemtemshi Jamir, and the 
then commissioner-secre-
tary for Works and Housing 
Temjen Toy could convince 
the government to agree to 
a revised DPR amounting 
to INR 2, 339 lakh during 
2011-12. The work was then 
allotted to M/S Viu Angami 
& Sons during December 

2012, as it was capable and 
fully equipped to execute 
the works, which involves 
‘blasting of hard rock of 
huge magnitude in extreme-
ly hostile working condi-
tions,’ the Phek division.  

Allegation that the 
project was “deliberately 
stalled and delayed to revise 
the cost of the project,” the 
Phek PWD stated, is ‘un-
called for which can best 
be verified from the com-
ments of inspecting officials 
from the funding agency 
including the advisor and 
engineers from NEC as well 
as from the state including 
ministers, MLA and high 

ranking govt. officials.’ 
That said, the division 

admitted that the project 
was running behind sched-
ule. “However, it may be 
noted that during the course 
of execution, un-anticipated 
hard rock requiring blasting 
was encountered at many 
locations which was over-
looked during the prepa-
ration of DPR due to the 
extremely inaccessible steep 
terrain along the alignment 
and also the deceptive soil 
strata,” the press release 
read.

The length of the project 
was for 18.49 km only. How-
ever, the PWD stated, the 

firm has constructed over 
24 km to connect ITC Ava-
khung and till the Indo-
Myanmar international 
boundary to allow opening 
trade and commerce ac-
tivities between India and 
Myanmar.

“Whether the road seem 
barely visible can best be 
judged and testified from 
the local inhabitants who 
are witness to the progress 
and hardships faced by the 
executing agency through-
out the course of execution 
of works and also of the fact 
that trading activities are 
now taking place between 
India and Myanmar after 
connecting the two coun-
tries through this project.”

The PWD division has 
requested cooperation and 
moral support for the suc-
cess and smooth implemen-
tation of ‘all projects.’ 

Likewise, the Phokhun-
gri organisation, the Papo, 
issued a separate statement 
expressing ‘utter shock and 
dismay’ that the Acaut had 
demanded blacklisting said 
firm ‘without actually visit-
ing the project site to verify 
the ground realities before 
initiating further actions.’ 

“For a remote and ig-
nored area like ours, this 
particular project has been 
the only project of signifi-
cant importance crucial to 

our very existence as this 
road has opened up our area 
to wide range of opportuni-
ties like opening of the ITC 
at Avakhung where trading 
activities with neighbour-
ing Myanmar have started,” 
the organisation stated in its 
press release.

“We now have easy ac-
cess whereby cultural ac-
tivities exchange programs 
have increased. Also, an As-
sam Rifles outpost has come 
up at Avakhung to ensure 
security to the people.”

The community group 
stated that the road passes 
through very steep rocky 
mountains, which was 
largely inaccessible prior to 
construction of said road.

‘We are witness as to 
how M/s Vi-u Angami & 
Sons as well as PWD (R&B) 
department have sacrificed 
to make the road through 
in these difficult working 
conditions. We have also 
never come across the con-
tractor deliberately stopping 
the works excepting during 
rainy season and major holi-
days,’ the statement read.

The demand to blacklist 
the firm is uncalled for and 
irrational, the Papo stated as 
it requested the authorities 
to ‘act wisely so that such 
genuine project does not 
perish due to unfounded 
allegations.’

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): College students from 
Manipur and Nagaland will be competing at a major 
debating event being organised called  the Manipur-
Nagaland Inter-college Debate, which has been 
scheduled for October 20 at Maram in Senapati in 
Manipur where the students will be debating on 
important issues, namely migration and entrepre-
neurship. 

The Senapati District Debating Society will be 
organizing the first-ever Manipur-Nagaland Inter-
college Debate, understood to be part of a thematic 
debating festival called the ‘Voices of Brotherhood-A 
Debating Festival.’  According to a press release from 
the organisers on Monday, the Don Bosco College at 
Maram will be hosting the event. 

“The competition will witness students from the 
tops colleges trying to intellectually out-wit each 
other on the topic ‘Monopoly over the local market 
by the immigrants is waning away the entrepreneur-
ial spirit of the local youths,’” the organisers stated. 
Eastern Mirror is the media partner of the event. 

The Nagaland minister for PWD Tongpang 
Ozukum, and member of the Manipur Legislative 
Assembly representing 3rd Khurai assembly con-
stituency Leishangthem Susindro Meitei will be 
attending the opening session of the event as ‘chief 
celebrant’ and guest of honour, in that order. 

Representatives from the Naga Students’ Federa-
tion and the All Manipur Students Union will be the 
‘presidium members,’ the update informed.

A total prize money of INR 1,00,000 along with a 
winner’s trophy and citations will be for the winners, 
and participants of the competition.  The competi-
tion will be judged by a panel of three eminent 
individuals drawn out from the states with proven 
track records in their respective fields. 

“Besides the debate competition, the festival will 
also feature a musical evening along with a special 
session dedicated to cultural exchange between the 
students representing the various colleges of the two 
states,” the organisers stated.

“The festival is expected to draw in a crowd of 
around 4000 students, politicians, government of-
ficials and civil society leaders.” 

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
Thirty-five children from 
seven “child care institu-
tions” in Kohima district 
attended the third day of 
an ‘outreach programme’ 
t h a t  t h e  g ov e r n o r  o f  
Nagaland has been hosting. 
Updates from the PRO to 
the governor on Monday 
said that the children from 
the welfare institutions also 
celebrated the birthday of 
the governor, PB Acharya, 
at the Raj Bhavan on Oc-
tober 8. 

G ove r n o r  Ac h a r y a 
thanked the children for 
their heartfelt birthday 
wishes and their inspiring 
performances, the PRO 
stated in the updates. “Stat-
ing that the children were 
second to none, he called 
on the care takers and coor-
dinators of all homes in the 
state to identify the talent 
of their children and groom 

them in that field.” 
Acaharya congratu-

lated nongovernmental 
organisations in the field for 
‘strengthening the society’ 
through their community 
works, the PRO stated.    

The governor also ap-
pealed to the ‘empowered 
institutions’ including 
banks, cooperative societies 
and educational institu-
tions to adopt a “child care 
institution” in their areas 
as part of corporate social 
responsibility. 

‘ T h e  e m p o w e r e d 
should share and care, he 
added. He also encouraged 
the children to improve 
and empower themselves 
through education,’ the 
PRO’s updates read.    

Kavita Acharya, the gov-
ernor’s wife, also encour-
aged the children to dream 
big and to make the society 
proud. 

“She also called on the 
children to love and re-
spect their fellow brother 
and sister and their house 
parents. She expressed 
hope that the children will 
be nation builders in the 
days to come,” the PRO 
stated. 

Members of the Kohi-
ma Orphanage & Destitute 
Home, Open Shelter, Bright 
Morning Star and a dance 
by Kanili, finalist of Kohima 
Mega Dance Fiesta. 

‘Special presentations’ 
were given by Kohima Or-
phanage & Destitute Home, 
Open Shelter, Bright Morn-
ing Star. Besides a dance 
performance by Kanili, 
finalist of Kohima Mega 
Dance Fiesta, were some of 
the features of the event, it 
was informed.  

The chairperson of the 
programme, Lucy Kon-
yak welcomed the children 

and the caretakers to Raj 
Bhavan. She hoped that 
the programme would be 
a memorable event for all 
those who attended. She 
said that the outreach pro-
gramme held was a per-
sonal initiative of Governor 
Acharya, and expressed ap-
preciation to the governor 
for giving such an oppor-
tunity to the children, the 
updates stated. 

Earlier, the governor 
also had a “ceremonial cake 
cutting” with the children, 
officers and staff of Raj Bha-
van and all those present at 
the programme. The chil-
dren and the governor also 
played games, the updates 
said. 

Further, the governor 
donated carom board, 
board games, skipping 
ropes amongst other sta-
tioneries to all children’s in-
stitutions, the PRO stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): The District 
Executive Force (DEF) of Wokha 
and students of Witter Theological 
College (WTC) organised a public-
ity programme on safe use of social 
media, on October 8, at the police 
point in Wokha town. A street play 
was the medium through  which they 
used to try carrying to the public the 
message of the event, updates from 
the government bulletin DIPR stated 
on Monday. 

During the event, speakers in-
cluding the principal of Witter Theo-
logical College told the gathering 
that people live in an era of technol-
ogy with multiple media platforms 
that disseminate information. Such 
means of transmitting information 
at the macro level also means every 

possibility of untoward information 
such as rumours and other forms of 
false information, the public mem-
bers were told.

The message to them was that 
false information can create not only 
‘terror and fear psychosis’ but cause 
misunderstanding, communal ha-
tred and communal violence among 
people and communities. 

‘Today, as responsible citizens, 
the need of the hour is to control 
the spread of false information and 
rumours, one of the ways to engage 
in nation building can be through 
healthy and transparent communi-
cation,’ the DIPR’s update stated.

Students of Witter Theological 
College performed a street play 
based on the theme of ‘fake news on 

child lifting,’ ‘blackmail,’ and internet 
fraud. 

“The play touches on how our 
ancestors in the olden days believed 
in the communitarian way of life 
where unity, truthfulness, sharing 
of wealth and life and helping one 
another during good and bad times 
as well as even during cultivation 
were the ethos on which the society 
was based. 

Even in the lives of the young 
people, there exists the love of a 
communitarian life,” the DIPR up-
date stated.

Further through the street play, 
the people were requested to collec-
tively participate in the fight against 
false information such as rumours 
that take place in the society.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 8: To bring 
change and new possibili-
ties through social contact, 
sharing of cultural ethos, 
and public engagement, a 
programme was conduct-
ed for a section of the Ao 
community, at Life Spring 
Corner, Khermahal in Di-
mapur on Saturday. The 
event was conducted with 
the theme ‘imagining a col-
lective future.’

The programme was 
led by the convenor of 
the Forum for Naga Rec-
onciliation Rev. Dr. Wati 
Aier, along with a team of 
scholars from the Ao com-
munity with Dr. Panger 
Kichu, and Dr. Lanusangla 
Tsudir as convenors. It was 
sponsored by the Dimapur 
District Ao Pensioners’ Te-
longjem.

During his address, Rev. 
Dr. Aier expressed a wish 
to provoke the younger 
generation and the society 
through the help of senior 
citizens and scholars based 
on their experience and 
knowledge. “Imagining a 
collective future does not 
have to do with subjective 

concept of inner-self but 
should transcend beyond 
the system of ideology,” 
he said. 

Lamenting that the 
Ao people were ‘trying to 
move ahead by looking 
backwards,’ Aier urged 
them to be rid of such a 
mentality.

“We must debunk the 
schizophrenic vision of 
the past. We cannot make 
anything good out of it,” 
he added. Pointing out 
that there was a lack of 
sustenance to make any 
resolution effective, he 
said one should discover 
the secret of sustaining 
efforts. 

Further, Aier expressed 
desire to realise the pur-
pose of the programme in 
tangible ways. He said that 
the community had a lot 
of ‘collective unconscious-
ness,’ which he said should 
be removed. He requested 
the gathering to continue 
using their knowledge for 
the benefit of the younger 
generation.

As part of the day’s 
event, the gathering also 
engaged in personality 

building activities. They 
were divided into nine 
groups, each compris-
ing of eight-13 persons, 
including two facilitators 
from the organising com-
mittee each. Each group 
was made to discuss and 
report about the realities 
of current Ao community 
followed by its strength, 
weakness, and opportuni-
ties and threats. 

The focus of the dis-
cussion was to unravel the 
problems faced by the Ao 
community and to coun-
ter the problem through 
contribution of ideas from 
the community’s elder gen-
eration.

According to the organ-
isers, imagining a collective 
future rests on two main 
foundations. The mission 
statement of the organisers 
stated in a pamphlet: 

‘Relational community: 
When a deep connection 
with one another is dis-
covered, a sense of mean-
ing, interconnection and 
interdependence emerges. 
New relevant and transfor-
mational paradigms are 
needed to move beyond 

the status quo, the limits 
of nation (tribe), and con-
formity of “group uncon-
sciousness.”’

A “citizenry centre” of 
transformation: ‘Lived ex-
periences and shared reali-
ties reflect inner and outer 
transformation. Within, 
this shared existence and 
through transformed 
knowledge and imagina-
tion we are able to fulfil 
our potential and create a 
public synergy to remake 
the world.’ 

Yet ,  the pamphlet 
stated further, ‘The rites 
of apathy and hopeless-
ness have domesticated us 
and moulded our present 
worldview which contin-
ues to shape contemporary 
Naga life. No Ao can afford 
to be a bystander as we 
are called to be active par-
ticipants in the shaping of 
collective future.’ 

‘Transformation dwells 
in opportunity, creativity, 
and imagination. Now is 
our opportunity to work 
robustly to ensure that 
the potency and vibrancy 
of the Naga ethos remain 
alive.’
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Gender an important policy matter at 
govt. and non-govt. levels — LS speaker

Manipur Univ. students stage sit-in 
protest against acting VC’s remarks

Manipur gov. calls for complete ban of hunting for commercial purposesBru members set to 
cast vote in Mizoram

Meghalaya facing financial woes, 
decision on fuel price cut likely soon 

Dimapur, Oct 8 (EMN): 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumi-
tra Mahajan on Monday 
said that gender was an 
important policy matter 
at government as well as 
non-government levels, 
stressing that women’s 
contributions deserve due 
recognition.

Speaking at the inau-
gural programme of the 
17th Annual Conference 
of Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association (CPA) 
India Region, Zone III, she 
said “women are fountain-
head of life. Women con-
stitute half of the world’s 
population. That is why 
gender is an important 
policy at government and 
non-government levels,” 
the Lok Sabha speaker said.

Speakers and deputy 
speakers and legislators of 
all eight northeastern states 
are attending the three-day 
conference being held at 
Guwahati.

Women in the North-
east are more empowered 
than those in other parts of 
the country, she observed.

“Women from the re-
gion are more empowered 
than their counterparts in 
other parts of the country 
and personalities like Mary 
Kom, Dipa Karmakar and 
Hima Das are the true em-
bodiments of an enabling 
environment,” she said. 

“Their (women’s) so-
cio-political contributions 

A team from Nagaland led by Nagaland Legislative Assembly Speaker Vikho-o Yhoshü, MP Rajya Sabha KG Kenye, and other legislators seen 
attending the 17th conference of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association’s India Region Zone-III being held at Guwahati.
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Dr. Najma Heptulla handing over the incentive award to one of the groups for their dedicated efforts in 
conservation of wildlife at Imphal on Monday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1961SUD0KU 1801
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. One of the two main branches of 

Islam
 6. Anagram of “Races”
 11. British dominion over India 

(1757-1947)
 14. Marten
 15. A US state associated with 

potatoes
 16. Beer
 17. Characteristic of false pride
 19. Perish
 20. Of a reddish-brown color
 21. Withe
 23. Make unwell
 27. Labor associations
 28. Violates
 32. Fertile areas in deserts
 33. Inn
 34. Insect
 37. Anagram of “Neat”
 38. Hoarder
 39. Male singing range
 40. Neckwear
 41. A region of Asia Minor
 42. Panache
 43. Impossible to evaluate or 

consider
 45. Affixed to letters
 48. Areas of untidyness
 49. French pancake
 50. Strange or weird
 53. ___ de Janeiro, Brazil
 54. Commotion
 60. Even (poetic)
 61. Tedium
 62. Small intestine
 63. S
 64. Coil of yarn
 65. Run off to marry 

 DOWN
 1. South southeast
 2. An evil-looking old woman
 3. Anagram of “Obi”

 4. Alternate (abbrev.)
 5. A female inheritor
 6. Seats oneself
 7. Assemble or modify written 

material
 8. Risque
 9. An expression of surprise
 10. An officer rank in the US 

Army
 11. Wireless audio 

communication
 12. Extraterrestrial
 13. Scoffs
 18. Gave a rendition of a song
 22. Female sibling
 23. Ermine

 24. Pertaining to modern day 
Persia

 25. Hereditary social class in 
India

 26. Leg joint
 27. Exploiter
 29. Rhinoceros (abbrev.)
 30. Anagram of “Noise”
 31. Place
 34. Tattles
 35. Useful
 36. Pierces
 38. Swabs
 39. “Oh my!”
 41. Hinders 
 42. A sample without cost

 43. Elf
 44. Chieftain
 45. A sloping mass of rocks at 

the base of a cliff
 46. Attempts
 47. Long periods of geologic 

time
 50. An Anglo-Saxon slave
 51. Pocketbook
 52. Desolation
 55. Writing fluid
 56. Entirely
 57. Prefix indicating recent 

or new
 58. 8 fluid ounces
 59. Scottish for “Uncle”
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deserve due recognition. I 
firmly believe they should 
be given due respect. The 
Parliament and parliamen-
tarians are contributing to-
wards progress of women,” 
Mahajan said.

Expressing concern 
over incidents of ethnic 
clashes and insurgency in 
North eastern region, she 
said collective, cooperative 
and coordinating approach 
is needed,” she said. 

The Lok Sabha Speaker 
also launched the North-
east chapter of Speakers 
Research Initiative (SRI).

“Launching of SRI in 
North East is a significant 
step. This region is rich in 

natural resources and cul-
tural heritage. It is different 
and we call it a God’s place. 
It is one of the most diverse 
places of Asia,” she said.

Mahajan also asked the 
lawmakers to be updated 
with information and ex-
ercise good governance 
by ensuring transparency, 
openness and account-
ability.

“It is essential to take 
help of experts in their re-
spective domains for for-
mulating effective poli-
cies. We must realise that 
we are not experts in all 
fields, though we may have 
a bird’s eye view of most 
subjects,” she said. 

Earlier, delivering the 
welcome address, As-
sam Legislative Assem-
bly Speaker Hitendra Nath 
Goswami expressed con-
cern over less number of 
women representatives in 
the electoral system.

“I would like to point 
out that in the NE region, 
we have very less number 
of elected women repre-
sentatives in the assemblies 
and even in some assem-
blies, we have no women 
representative at all. I think, 
this is a matter of concern,” 
he said. 

The CPA recognises 
gender equality and wom-
en’s empowerment as es-

sential components of 
human development and 
basic human rights, Gos-
wami said.

Assam Chief Minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal 
urged Mahajan to explore 
the possibilities of taking 
SRI to urban bodies and 
panchayats for making the 
democratic foundation at 
the grassroots stronger.

“It will give an op-
portunity to the elected 
representatives to debate 
and discuss matters at that 
level. If that happens, entire 
benefit will got to the peo-
ple of Indian democracy,” 
he asserted. (with input 
from PTI)

Imphal, Oct. 8 (PTI): Stu-
dents of Manipur University 
on Monday staged a sit-in 
protest in reaction to acting 
Vice-Chancellor Prof K Yug-
indro’s remarks that com-
pared them to “terrorists”, a 
students’ union leader said.

Yugindro, in a letter to 
the MHRD on October 3, 
had sought immediate steps 
from the Centre to “save” the 
university from the hands of 
“terrorist-like” agitators.

T h e  a g i t a t o r s  a l s o 
sought withdrawal of the 
“baseless” FIR lodged by 
him on September 20, fol-
lowed by a midnight raid by 
security forces, which led to 
the arrest of 89 students and 
teachers.

Of the 89, the police had 
released all but 15 whom 
Yugindro had named in 

the FIR for “wrongful con-
finement, illegal detention 
and attempt to murder”, 
when he assumed charge 
as the acting VC on Sep. 20, 
M Dayamand, president 
of Manipur University Stu-
dents Union, said.

The protests  come 
amid the pending second 
round of talks between the 
chief secretary, and three 
prominent tribal student 
bodies over imposition of 
economic blockade for five 
days from October 9 on all 
highways of the state. Talks 
between the Manipur govt. 
and a 16-member delega-
tion of the All Manipur Trib-
al Students Union (ATSUM), 
Kuki Students Organisation 
(KSO) and All Naga Students 
Association (ANSAM) had 
failed to arrive at a decision 

on Sunday over the pro-
posed blockade.

A N S A M  p r e s i d e n t 
Joseph told PTI that the 
decision on the economic 
blockade will be decided 
after the second round of 
talks with the chief secretary 
on Monday afternoon.

The ANSAM along with 
ATSUM and KSO had re-
solved on October 3 that it 
would impose the blockade 
over the “failure of the con-
cerned authorities” to re-
solve the crisis at the central 
university.

Irked by Yugindro’s com-
ments, over 200 students 
tried to barge into his resi-
dence at Wangkhei area in 
Imphal East district on Sat-
urday, prompting police per-
sonnel to lob tear gas shells 
to disperse the agitators.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct 8 (EMN): Com-
mercial hunting should be 
completely banned to pro-
tect wildlife and maintain 
ecological balance, Ma-
nipur Governor Dr. Najma 
Heptulla said on Monday.

The governor suggested 
that the state government 
enforce effective measures 
to curb commercial killings 
of wild animals.

Addressing the closing 
function of the 63rd Wild-
life Week celebration at the 
Manipur State Film De-
velopment Society, Palace 
compound in Imphal, she 
said Manipur is one out of 
the 34 biodiversity hotspots 
across the globe.

India has four biodi-
versity hotspots and out of 
these four, Manipur falls 
under two hotspots i.e. the 
Himalayan and the Indo-
Myanmar biodiversity 
hotspots, she said.

The governor men-
tioned that Manipur’s bio-
diversity includes about 
4,000 angiosperms, 1200 
medicinal plants, 34 spe-
cies of edible fungi, about 
500 orchids, 55 species of 
bamboo, 695 birds, 160 
fish species, 21 migratory 
aquatic birds and multi-

Aizawl, Oct. 8 (PTI): Mem-
bers of the Bru community, 
currently lodged in six relief 
camps in Tripura, will be 
exercising their franchise 
in Mizoram when it goes to 
polls on Nov. 28, a top state 
election department official 
said  on Monday.

“The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has 
instructed officials in the 
state to make poll arrange-
ments in Mizoram for dis-
placed Bru families,” Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO) SB 
Shashank told reporters 
here.

The ECI, however, was 
yet to issue detailed guide-
lines on the process that 
needs be followed to move 
Bru voters to Mizoram for 
the polling exercise, he said.

“Of the 11,232 Bru vot-
ers in Tripura - 8,777 are 
from Mamit district, along 
Mizoram-Bangladesh-
Tripura border, 1,732 from 
Kolasib district of the state, 
along Assam border, and 
723 from southern Mizo-
ram’s Lunglei district,” the 
CEO said.

During the 2013 assem-
bly elections, Bru mem-
bers were able to cast votes 

from their respective relief 
camps. The following year, 
too, displaced voters had 
exercised their franchise 
for parliamentary election 
from Tripura.

An election department 
official said on the con-
dition of anonymity that 
making adequate arrange-
ments for Bru voters to cast 
votes in their respective 
polling stations would be a 
“herculean task”.

“Setting up designated 
polling stations at a border 
town, like Kanhmun, where 
Bru voters can exercise their 
franchise, might be the best 
bet,” he added.

The voters’ list in six 
Tripura relief camps were 
updated recently along with 
rest of the state amid pro-
tests by members of civil 
societies.

The Centre, in associa-
tion with the govt.of Mi-
zoram and Tripura, had 
been trying to repatriate 
displaced Brus in phases. 

The final repatriation 
process, however, fizzled 
out as only around 50 of 
5,4007 families shifted to 
Mizoram between August 
and September.

Shillong, Oct 8. (PTI): The Meghalaya gov-
ernment is yet to take a call on cutting value-
added taxes (VAT) on fuel, at par with other 
BJP-ruled states in the region, as it was bat-
tling financial crisis at the moment, Chief 
Minister Conrad K Sangma said Monday.

The Centre, last week, slashed petrol 
and diesel prices by INR 2.50 per litre, 
following which 12 BJP-governed states, 
including Assam and Tripura, announced 
matching cuts.

Talking to PTI, Sangma said, “It is a 
tough call and we are taking a bit of time 
to ensure that we make the right decision 
after taking into consideration all aspects. 
The state is facing huge financial crisis at 

present.”  The CM, however, expressed hope 
that a decision was likely to be taken at the 
next cabinet meeting as “people have been 
suffering due to the rise in prices”.

“A decision on fuel price cut might be 
taken at the cabinet meeting, which will 
be held in a day or two. We need to balance 
it out” he said on the sidelines of a pro-
gramme at Don Bosco Museum here.

The CM also said that senior officials 
have warned him against the consequences 
of cutting VAT on fuel prices.

Slashing VAT by INR 2.50 per litre could 
have an adverse effect on a small state like 
ours, a senior government officer said on 
the condition of anonymity.

tude of butterflies and in-
sects. It is the responsibility 
of the people and the gov-
ernment to protect it, she 
asserted.

She said that there is 
a vast area of wetland in 
Bishnupur district, where a 
large number of migratory 
water birds visits, mostly 
from China, Mongolia and 
Siberia during the period 
from October to Febru-
ary every year. However, d 
these migratory birds are 
declining every year which 
she said the reason could 

be because of high water 
level being maintained due 
to the construction of Ithai 
Barrage, which has led to 
lack of food for migratory 
birds.

Speaking on the rare 
Sangai, the governor said 
that the brow-antlered 
deer was declared extinct 
in 1951 and then it was 
re-discovered at Keibul 
Lamjao in 1953. Due to 
continued efforts of the 
state Forest department, 
the population of Sangai 
today had reached around 

260 now, she added.
Chief Minister N Biren 

Singh said that he is happy 
that people in hill districts 
have also started realizing 
the need for wildlife and 
environment protection. 

Saying that some time 
back, migratory bird Amur 
Falcon had stopped com-
ing to Manipur’s Tamen-
glong district, he said due 
to the dedicated efforts of 
some organisations and 
villagers a large number of 
Amur Falcons had started 
visiting the district again.

Stating that trees are 
very important for survival 
of human being and as 
such there is need to plant 
more and more trees he 
said the government can 
only formulate policies but 
effective execution of these 
policies require people’s 
support and cooperation.

Regarding the incon-
venience currently faced 
by farmers due to scanty 
rainfall, he said that a high 
power state-level commit-
tee had been constituted 
to look into the problem. 
He informed that the Mi-
nor Irrigation department 
had started taking up steps 
to irrigate water to dry 
paddy fields in 51 iden-
tified places of different 
districts. For this purpose, 
Public Health Engineer-
ing department (PHED) 
would provide required 
water pipes to the Minor 
Irrigation Department, 
he said while adding that 
water pump sets would 
be provided at the places 
inspected and identified 
by a team of officials.

Stating that there had 
been significant rise in the 
coming of tourists to the 
state in the past one-two 
years, he urged the public 

to restrain from indulging 
in any activities such as 
clamping of bandhs and 
blockages which may send 
wrong message about Ma-
nipur to other states and 
countries.

Governor Heptulla pre-
sented incentive awards 
of INR 5000 and a citation 
each to Animal Attendant 
of Manipur Zoological Gar-
den, Angam Kamodang, 
Rainforest Club, Tamen-
glong and Th Shamungou 
Singh of Bishnupur dis-
trict for their dedicated 
efforts in the conservation 
of wildlife.

She also presented ap-
preciation certificates to 
commandant of 12 Assam 
Rifles, Khudengthabi, Ani-
mal and Husbandry de-
partment, editors of The 
Sangai Express, Imphal 
Fress Press, People’s for 
Animal and Sub-Inspector 
Y Motilal of Bishnupur Po-
lice for their commendable 
roles in wildlife conserva-
tion.

Prizes for the state-level 
photography, quiz and de-
bate competitions held as 
part of the Wildlife Week 
were also distributed by the 
dignitaries present at the 
function.
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Oil prices, short covering buoy equity markets

Optiemus launches BlackBerry 
KEY2 LE in India for INR 29,990

New Delhi, Oct. 8 (PTI): 
Dues amounting to about 
Rs 970 crore are pending 
against various airports 
in the country in lieu of 
providing CISF security 
to them, a top official of 
the paramilitary force said 
Monday. 

CISF Director General 
(DG) Rajesh Ranjan told 
reporters during an inter-
action here that while an 
amount of Rs 880 crore is 
pending against ‘joint ven-
ture’ airports or the private-
ly-run facilities, about Rs 90 
crore is due against those 
airports which are operat-
ed by the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI).

Out of the Rs 880 crore 
amount, the maximum Rs 
788 crore is pending against 
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) in the 
national capital, run by the 
DIAL (Delhi International 
Airport Limited), he said.

“We have communi-
cated this to the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation and the 
Ministry of Home Affairs as 
they are the expert minis-
tries to figure out (the solu-
tion),” the DG said.

Ranjan added that any 
call on withdrawal of the 
Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) from these 
airports, owing to the dues, 
can be taken by the two 

New Delhi, Oct. 8 (IANS): 
With the festive season 
kicking in, home-grown 
company Optiemus In-
fracom Ltd, which manu-
factures and distributes 
BlackBerry-branded hand-
sets, on Monday launched 
the BlackBerry KEY2 LE 
smartphone in India for Rs 
29,990.

The device will be ex-
clusively available on Ama-
zon.in starting October 12, 
Optiemus Infracom said in 
a statement. 

The device is designed 

for physical keyboard en-
thusiasts and offers the 
iconic BlackBerry QWER-
TY keyboard experience. 

Powered by Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 636 processor 
and 4GB RAM, the smart-
phone runs the latest An-
droid Oreo 8.1 operating 
system.

The device packs 64GB 
of internal storage that can 
be expanded up to 256GB 
via a microSD card. 

The BlackBerry KEY2 
LE houses a 3000mAh bat-
tery. It is equipped with a 

13+5MP dual rear camera 
set-up and an 8MP front 
camera.

The smartphone also 
comes preloaded with the 
BlackBerry security and 
productivity apps. 

“Security and privacy 
are becoming priorities in 
our data-dependent world 
and at Optiemus, we are 
committed to offering our 
customers a trustworthy 
mobile experience,” said 
Hardip Singh, Executive 
Director, Optiemus Infra-
com.

Communicate decision on interest 
rate plea to NGO, SC tells RBI  
New Delhi, Oct. 8 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Monday asked the RBI to com-
municate within six weeks to NGO Mon-
eyline Foundation’s on its plea for re-
funding the excess interest charged from 
those raising loans under the floating in-
terest system but not getting the benefit 
of reduced interest rates.

A bench of Chief Justice Ranjan Go-
goi, Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Jus-
tice K.M. Joseph directed the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) while hearing a plea 
by Moneyline Foundation. Sucheta Pan-
durang Dalal is the other PIL petitioner in 
the case.

The court said: “We are of the view 
that, at this stage, the Reserve Bank of 
India should be directed to commu-
nicate its decision in the matter cov-
ered by the representation/letter of the 
petitioner(s) dated October 12, 2017 to 
the petitioner(s) within six weeks from 
today”

“Thereafter, the petitioners, if still ag-
grieved, will be at liberty to approach this 
court once again.”

The court noted that the RBI by its 
December 26, 2017, letter had informed 
the NGO that the issues raised by it 
through a communication dated Octo-

ber 12, 2017 are under consideration.
The NGO had told the court that 

since it did not get further response from 
the bank, it was left with no option but 
to approach the top court to secure its 
rights.

The petitioners had sought a direc-
tion to the banking institutions and Non-
Banking Financial Companies (NBFC) to 
calculate the amount of excess interest 
charged to existing borrowers of home, 
education and consumer goods loan un-
der floating rate regime by denying them 
the benefit of reduced interest rates from 
time to time.

The petitioners sought refund of the 
excess amount charged.

The petitioners also sought that the 
banking companies and NBFCs be di-
rected that so far as floating rate loans are 
concerned there can be no conversion 
charge on customers entitled to avail of 
lower rate of interest. 

Seeking that the periodicity of reset 
under MCLR system be conducted quar-
terly, the PIL also sought that borrowers 
be intimated of change in repo rates and 
corresponding reset within a day of such 
change by at least three modes of com-
munication.

Rupee slumps 30 paise to 
close at record low of 74.06
Mumbai, Oct. 8 (PTI): The rupee 
slumped by 30 paise to finish at a 
fresh lifetime low of 74.06 against 
the US dollar Monday amid 
strengthening of the greenback 
and steady capital outflows.

The rupee had opened lower 
by 14 paisa against Friday’s close 
of 73.76 in early trade as the US 
dollar strength against major glo-
bal currencies weighed on the ru-
pee sentiment.

During the day, the domes-
tic currency recovered to a high 
of 73.76, but failed to sustain 
the momentum and plunged to 
74.10.

It finally closed at 74.06, down 
by 30 paise, marking its fifth 
straight session of decline. On 
Friday, the domestic unit plum-
meted by 18 paise to end at 73.76.

“Indian Rupee is expected to 
trade with a negative bias amid 
strong Dollar and rising crude oil 
prices. Demand for dollar is go-
ing up on solid economic data 
from the US and, as US Federal 
Reserve raised interest rates by 25 
bps and signalled further mone-
tary tightening,” said Saif Mukad-
am, Research Analyst, Sharekhan 
by BNP Paribas.

Mukadam further said that 
traders will remain cautious 
ahead of the macroeconomic 
data, US treasury currency report 
and IMF meeting.

“Correction in Rupee may be 

seen if RBI permits for special 
dollar swap window with some 

state-run fuel retailers or come 
up with other options to check 

Rupee fall,” Mukadam said, add-
ing that the expected trading 
range in near term is Rs 72.50 - 
74.60.

The dollar demand strength-
ened after China’s central bank 
eased its domestic policy to sup-
port the economy, amid a deep-
ening trade war with the US that 
has increased pressure on growth 
in the world’s second largest 
economy.

China’s central bank said on 
Sunday said that it was cutting 
the reserve requirement rations 
(RRRs) by 1 per cent from Oc-
tober 15, which will inject a net 
USD 109.2 billion in cash into the 
banking system.

The domestic unit crashed 
below the 74-mark for the first 
time ever in intra-day trade Fri-
day after the RBI unexpectedly 
kept the policy rate unchanged.

Markets were caught off guard 
as the Reserve Bank maintained 
status quo on the benchmark in-
terest rate. However, the central 
bank warned that rising oil prices 
and tightening of global financial 
conditions pose substantial risks 
to growth and inflation.

Meanwhile, heavy capital 
outflows also added pressure to 
the rupee. 

Foreign institutional investors 
remained net sellers, offloading 
equities worth Rs 3,370.14 crore 
Friday, provisional data showed.

Mumbai, Oct. 8 (IANS): 
Value buying along with 
short-covering and a slight 
decline in global crude oil 
prices buoyed the key do-
mestic equity indices on 
Monday after three con-
secutive sessions of losses.

In addition, expecta-
tions of a positive set of 
corporate earnings dur-
ing the upcoming second 
quarter result season aided 
in the upward trajectory. 

Sector-wise, healthy 
buying was witnessed in 
oil and gas, banking and 
auto counters. The recov-
ery in oil and gas stocks 
came after the Minister 
for Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Dharmendra Pradhan 
told reporters that Indian 
companies will continue 
to buy Iranian oil beyond 
November despite US 
sanctions.

Further, he categori-
cally said that fuel prices 
will not be deregulated.

The sector had come 
under heavy selling pres-
sure last week post the 
excise duty and fuel price 
cut. 

Index-wise, the Nif-
ty50 of the National 

Stock Exchange, closed at 
10,348.05 points up 31.60 
points or 0.31 per cent 
from its previous close.

The benchmark S&P 
BSE Sensex which opened 
at 34,412.36 points closed 
at 34,474.38 points, up 
97.39 points or 0.28 per 
cent from its previous 
close.

The Sensex touched 
an intra-day high of 
34,636.43 points and a low 
of 33,974.66 points during 
the intra-day trade. 

However, in terms of 
broader markets, the S&P 
BSE Mid-cap index de-
clined by 1.99 per cent, 
while the S&P BSE Small-
cap index slipped by 2.01 
per cent, from their previ-
ous close.

“Stock markets in In-
dia traded under the radar 
for most of the day only to 
witness a sharp recovery 
in the last thirty minutes 
of trade,” said Abhijeet 
Dey, Senior Fund Manag-
er - Equities, BNP Paribas 
Mutual Fund. 

“The recovery was led 
by buying interest in select 
banking, energy and auto-
mobile names.” 

According to Deepak 
Jasani, Head of Retail Re-
search at HDFC Securities: 
“Technically, while the 
Nifty remains in a down-
trend, we remain open to 
pullback rallies that could 
push the Nifty higher in 
the near term.”

“Immediate supports 
are now at 10,198 points, 
while further upside ral-
lies could find resistance 
at 10,398 points.”

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee closed 
at 74.07 (74.0650) per US 
dollar -- fresh closing low 
-- 30 paise weaker than its 
previous close of 73.77. 

I n v e s t m e n t - w i s e , 
provisional data with ex-
changes showed that for-
eign institutional inves-
tors sold stocks worth Rs 
1,805.07 crore and domes-
tic institutional investors 
bought stocks worth Rs 
1,973.97 crore.

The top gainers at the 
Sensex were Yes Bank, 
up 7.08 per cent at Rs 
220.80; Reliance Indus-
tries, up 5.53 per cent at 
Rs 1,107.95; Hero Moto-
Corp, up 5.14 per cent at 
Rs 2,881.75; Kotak Mahin-

dra Bank, up 4.62 per cent 
at Rs 1,102 and State Bank 
of India, up 3.18 per cent 
at Rs 266 from its previous 
close. 

On the other hand, 
major losers included 
Vedanta, down 10.78 per 

cent at Rs 206.85; HDFC, 
down 2.62 per cent at Rs 
1,670.15; Wipro, down 2.14 
per cent at Rs 318.35; Axis 
Bank, down 2.10 per cent 
at Rs 556.50; and Tata Mo-
tors, down 1.75 per cent at 
Rs 212.75 per share. 

Airports owe INR 970 cr. 
security dues to CISF

ministries as they are “au-
thorised to take a call on 
that.” 



T
here is a variety of rank-
ing organisations – QS, 
THE, NIRF, NAAC, IoE, 
ARWU, etc. – in almost 
every conceivable acro-

nym, compiling gigabytes of data 
to determine where universities 
stand, sit or crawl, and it is mind-
boggling. The ranking param-
eters and criteria, including un-
dergraduate teaching (especially in 
the Times Higher Education list), 
research (volume, citation index, 
income), teaching, employabil-
ity, industry income (knowledge 
transfer) and internationalisation 
have been endlessly debated. So 
what roles do the modalities of 
evaluation and classification play 
in shaping the way we have started 
to think about these institutions?

This is not a plea for a variant 
of jingoistic nationalism in think-
ing about higher educator, rather 
an evaluation of what we do, are 
required to do, as we rush into the 
headlong halls of globalised rank-
ing. Another question this shift into 
the rankings mode begs is: how 
best can we recalibrate ourselves 
to alleviate the tensions between 
a quantitative ranking system and 
the social needs higher education 
has been designed for until now? 
Can the former enable the latter?
Utility and the higher-education 
hierarchy
Ranking introduces a set of notions 
about the utility of a higher edu-
cation institution. One can think 
of this as introducing a tension 
between the ideal of educational 
values, as we have understood if 
not articulated for years, and the 
market value. The former focuses 
on critical thinking, analytical 
abilities, social agendas and the 
inculcation of citizenship ideals 
that are unquantifiable and intan-
gible because they manifest in our 
primary beneficiaries (or victims, 
depending on how we see higher 
education) in the long-term. The 
market value scheme, which is 
industry-driven, orients the project 
of neoliberal higher education 
training towards developing par-
ticular skill-sets for the labour 
market.

This is not to say that there are 
segments of a population that only 
want to contemplate the absolute, 
live on love and fresh air and not 
want jobs. But the expected skill-
sets from a quality higher educa-
tion programme, as it stands today, 
does not seek a unidimensional 
product. This is changing with the 
neoliberal turn in higher educa-
tion. The noted scholar Henry 
Giroux has this to say about the 
‘attack’ on public institutions:

What we are witnessing is an 
attack on universities not because 
they are failing, but because they 
are public. This is not just an attack 
on political liberty but also an at-
tack on dissent, critical education, 
and any public institution that 
might exercise a democratising in-
fluence on the nation. In this case 

the autonomy of institutions such 
as higher education, particularly 
public institutions are threatened 
as much by state politics as by 
corporate interests. How else to 
explain in neoliberal societies 
such as the U.S., U.K. and India 
the massive defunding of public 
institutions of higher education, 
the raising of tuition for students, 
and the closing of areas of study 
that do not translate immediately 
into profits for the corporate sector.

Ranking systems ensure that, 
globally, all universities seek to fit 
into a single model of the univer-
sity because all higher education 
institutions seek to gain in more 
or less the same set of parameters, 
irrespective of where they are lo-
cated and the local cultures/socie-
ties they were set up to serve. This 
eventually leads to an alienation of 
the university from the immediate 
requirements of the locality, region 
and nation, as it strives to compete 
with very differently located (in 
terms of geography, demography, 
educational ecosystems) universi-
ties worldwide. If, for instance, a 
university was set up to provide 
greater access to higher education 
for a particular region and begins 
to shift its emphasis towards in-
ternationalisation and research 
(two key parameters in rankings), 
then does it serve its immediate 
populace better through quality 
classroom teaching? Would it then 
result in an alienation of our higher 
education institutions from our 
ecosystems because we are trying 
to fit into a global one?
Research and teaching, or re-
search versus teaching
Greater emphasis is laid on pub-
lications and a concomitant em-
phasis, therefore, on research – but 
far less on teaching. Thus, one 
of the most widely used ranking 
systems, the QS World University 
Rankings, has only one indicator 
connected to teaching: the faculty-
student ratio. To this it assigns 20% 
weightage. According to QS:

… teaching quality is typically 
cited by students as the metric of 
highest importance to them when 
comparing institutions using a 
ranking. It is notoriously difficult to 
measure, but we have determined 
that measuring teacher/student 
ratios is the most effective proxy 
metric for teaching quality.

A study published in March 
2018 found the following:

A total of 24 ranking systems 
were identified and 13 eligible 
ranking systems were evaluated. 
Six of the 13 rankings are 100% 
focused on research performance. 
For those reporting weighting, 76% 
of the total ranks are attributed 
to research indicators, with 24% 
attributed to academic or teach-
ing quality. Seven systems rely on 
reputation surveys and/or faculty 
and alumni awards.

Such weightage provided for 
research in most ranking mecha-
nisms has resulted in the making 
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In Letter and In 
Spirit

A
lthough the People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) government had decreed immediately 
after its formation that the ‘VIP culture‘ in the 
state end, various forms of it still persist. The 
ruling government had ordered initially that 

all names plates and beacons be removed from vehicles. 
The order was promptly complied with by all. Within a 
month’s time, the government also ordered that the PDA 
members abstain from attending functions as “chief 
guests.” That its members should refrain from giving  do-
nations or  announcing monetary grants when attending 
public events. Likewise, the order restrained civil serv-
ants of the state from attending public events as “chief 
guests” or giving donations, or announcing monetary 
grants.  The members of the PDA were told also not to 
receive gifts and presentations—except for flowers—dur-
ing public events. The only exception to gifts and pres-
entations was to be during the arrival of dignitaries from 
outside the state.

It is now six months since the order was issued but 
the spirit of the culture that it forbids persists no matter 
what was decreed in the letter. There is no doubt that the 
number of vehicles in the convoy of VIPs have also dras-
tically decreased since the government came to power. 
Vehicles no longer have the red or blue beacons. There 
is complete absence of nameplates in all the vehicles. 
However, the ingenuity of those who still savour power 
along with VIP culture is there for all to see. The vehicles 
with flag poles that brazenly display power and influence 
is only increasing in the state. Most of these vehicles now 
are not even the official vehicles of the state’s legislatures 
but mostly of lackeys of politicians and party workers. 
Other than dignitaries from the Centre, only elected 
members in a state in India are allowed the fly the nation-
al flag on their cars. Others may include judges of high 
courts and officers of the armed forces if they are in the 
state. The government has to immediately issue another 
order restricting the flag poles on unauthorized cars. 

The various declarations of names organisations and 
institutions of their owners, on the windshield of their 
vehicles, come next. Because name plates have been 
outlawed, it has made way for vinyl stickers on the wind-
shield. In this case, it seems that the many church leaders 
and members of the clergy really cannot live without the 
convenience of name plates on their vehicles. No doubt, 
literally it used to be life savers during the years of conflict 
in the state. However, the power that organised religion 
commands in the country is there for all to see.

The other ingenuity that the Naga minds have come 
up with will be the change in title names of chief guests 
since the order from the government came about. Now 
chief guests and guests of honour have been replaced by 
creations such as “special invitee”. This one beats all oth-
ers as it seems Nagas are yet to get over with hero-wor-
ship. It is either because Nagas were a tribal society that 
idolised warriors, especially the ones who took heads, 
and those rich men who gave feasts of merit to villagers, 
or that they had stories of rich kings and queens in their 
legends. Unfortunately for the Nagas, the chief guest cul-
ture was promoted all over India since Independence. 
Over the years, Nagas tweaked it further to make it a 
source of income for event organisers. There have been 
cases of chief guests being branded misers because their 
donations did not even commensurate the amount that 
was spent on their gifts. Even this time though, the Nagas 
have found a way to beat the system by rephrasing the 
title names. Whether it is ‘chief guest’ or ‘guest of honour’ 
it would still primarily mean that the person is special for 
that particular event. So, the use of the term ‘special’—
whether it is for a guest or an invitee—still beats the 
whole idea behind the government’s intentions to stop 
the VIP culture. Moreover, a guest is someone who has 
been invited to a home or an event. So, a chief guest itself 
is, in fact, a special invitee. 

DAILY
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of what Pushkar brilliantly de-
scribed in an article for The Wire 
as ‘pretend research’. This results 
in, and in turn is driven by, the 
massification of publication. As an 
ironic consequence, India is finally 
an academic capital… for preda-
tory journals. Seeking to boost 
rankings, universities emphasise 
– and perhaps fund (we need exact 
data on how funding for research 
has changed since the quite lit-
eral ‘ranking business’ began) – re-
search rather than teaching. Weird 
results have also been reported – 
such as attempts to inflate citation 
(20% weightage in QS) through the 
unethical practice of excess self-
citations – in the academic debate 
on rankings.

Eventually, unless teaching 
becomes central to evaluative 
and ranking processes, the basic 
work of most universities in India 
– teaching – will collapse if it hasn’t 
already. Teachers preparing for 
classes from Wikipedia (the cho-
sen source for several colleagues 
in English is Spark Notes) is now 
a common feature, since student 
feedback on teaching quality is not 
factored into rankings or even for 
teacher-evaluation. When ‘publish 
or perish’ becomes the motto, we 
could perhaps ask if we publish 
perishable materials. (My senior 
colleague therefore asks that we 
distinguish between a ‘print-out’ 
and a ‘chapter’ in what faculty 
members write.)
Competition, standards and 
standardisation
An enhanced spirit of competition 
enters the system. Ranking intro-
duces an element of competition 
between institutions, and param-
eters such as internationalisation 
imply that universities will have 
to compete for these resources. 
For example, as internationalisa-
tion is a key parameter attracting 
foreign students, it entails the 
development of programmes 
that will attract these students, 
ironically in a context where most 
higher education institutions have 
refused to upgrade their syllabi or 
pedagogies for Indian students. My 
own institution has sought, at least 
in principle, to strike a balance 
between the race for global rank-
ing and our immediate mandate 
– good quality higher education for 
India – by thinking in terms of ‘na-
tional needs and global standards’. 
Nothing stops an institution from 
boosting its quality of teaching 
and research such that it impacts 
positively on our students’ futures.

Standards need not come 
from, or result in, standardisation. 
To adopt world-class standards 
within any domain of knowledge 
does not necessarily entail fitting 
into a global ranking mechanism. 
Updating and upgrading teaching 
materials, pedagogy and testing 
mechanisms, even research within 
the funding possibilities offered, 
can still be world class. Humanities 
and social sciences, deeply defen-
sive in all evaluative mechanisms, 
are surely not quantifiable by the 

same indices (impact factor, H-
index, etc.) but that does not ever 
mean that we cannot publish in 
the world’s top-ranked journals.

Even Indian faculty members, 
admittedly few in number, have 
done so in the past and continue 
to do so. These are aspirants to 
global standards but either do not 
homogenise or standardise their 
work. Seeking exclusion from rank-
ings and global standards is to sim-
ply seek a state of (postcolonial) 
exception – although no one would 
refuse global funding for confer-
ence travel, fellowships or col-
laboration opportunities. For the 
latter, one doesn’t hear excuses that 
‘we are different and need to be 
evaluated differently’, do we?  What 
we have to do is to ask if standards 
equal standardisation, given the 
mandate of different universities 
across the country, but at no point 
is it wise to abandon any and all 
discussion of standards.

With ranking tied to ‘graded 
autonomy’ that the Indian state is 
now proposing for select institu-
tions, new parameters come into 
play. The relative freedom the lat-
ter provides, at least in theory, can 
(or must?) be suitably leveraged 
to generate resources that will 
then subsidise a higher education 
institution’s social agenda and 
programs. Cross-subsidy is an es-
tablished mode of operations. For 
example, global publishers make 
enough money from their diction-
aries and school textbooks to fund 
their higher education publishing, 
which has far lower sales.

The way we can see these two 
– ranking and autonomy – is that 
we raise standards to global levels 
to attract high-paying interna-
tional students, which in turn 
funds the ‘regular’ programmes of 
an institution – programmes that 
are running aground for lack of 
state-provided funds (and this is 
one example). A two-tier system, 
therefore, seems inevitable in the 
current context.
The prestige economy
The higher education institution is 
no longer part of a utilitarian econ-
omy. Rather, rankings have en-
sured that we move into a ‘prestige 
economy’ model. Controversial 
rankings methods such as those 
employed by IoE are primarily, if 
not entirely, about this economy, 
in which it is more important 
to attract better faculty and stu-
dents and facilitate more funding 
and collaborations. The brand, as 
James Twitchell has argued, tells a 
story, and the successful brand is 
one that tells its story successfully. 
As opposed to a signature, a brand 
is iterable, repeating across forms 
and media. It is its instantaneous 
recognisability that constitutes 
a brand. If the ‘regime of value’ 
(John Frow’s apposite phrase) is 
one defined by ranking and global 
participation in it, then the task set 
out is for us to participate in order 
to leverage rankings for our needs.

An insertion into the prestige 
economy enables an indigenous 

institution to punctuate the global 
flow of cultural and symbolic capi-
tal. When high-ranked, prestigious 
institutions in India, for instance, 
attract financial and academic 
inflows, they feed directly into the 
global knowledge economy. The 
geography of prestige, for long lo-
cated in first world institutions, has 
been altered with universities from 
Singapore, China and Hong Kong 
climbing the rankings. This does 
not mean national knowledge or 
cultural production is being deval-
ued in favour of the global, rather it 
can be seen as a postcolonial mo-
ment if the formerly colonised in-
terrupt global cultural hierarchies 
by appearing on these ranking lists.

It is the prestige economy that 
alters the demographics of incom-
ing students, faculty and fund-
ing. To be associated with a high-
ranked institution translates in 
most cases to improved employer 
perception for students, more vis-
ibility for faculty work, collabora-
tion, funding, travel, among others. 
Ranking then cannot be dismissed 
as a mere number. Over time, it can 
bring in benefits for stakeholders 
as well. Elsewhere, Ellen Hazelkorn 
lists these benefits:

For students, they indicate 
the potential monetary or private 
benefits that university attainment 
might provide vis-à-vis future oc-
cupation and salary premium; for 
employers, they signal what can 
be expected from the graduates of 
a particular HEI; for government 
and policymakers they can suggest 
the level of quality and interna-
tional standards, and their impact 
on national economic capacity 
and capability; and for HEIs they 
provide a means to benchmark 
their own performance. For the 
public, rankings provide valuable 
information about the perform-
ance and productivity of HEIs in a 
simple and easily understood way.

Both rankings and the new-
ly proposed autonomy systems 
reorient higher education into ac-
countability regimes that are ruth-
less, unrelenting and multilayered, 
a study published by the Centre 
for Global Higher Education at 
the UCL Institute of Education, 
London, in 2017 made clear. As 
the world clamours for greater 
transparency, accountability and 
return-on-investments, the public 
institution, for long never held to 
account – although its faculty has 
always asked everybody else for 
accountability – faces a frightening 
situation of having to fit into this 
new economic and accountability 
regime.

Unfortunately, this shift 
comes when funding has de-
creased. A public university is, in 
the last instance, accountable to 
its public – but that it is the state 
that creates these mechanisms 
of accountability generates the 
anxiety in these places. At the 
same time, who else would do it? 
Accountability regimes, like the 
prestige economy, are here to stay 
– as are rankings.

A
fter a series of high-profile rape 
cases, India launched a national 
register of sex offenders for the 
first time in September. Those 
convicted of sex crimes – includ-

ing rape and sexual harassment – will now 
be added to a database, access to which will 
be given to law enforcement agencies, but 
not the public.

The aim of the new register is to reduce 
the number of crimes committed against 
women in India. But discouraging offences 
through a register is just part of the answer 
to improving women’s safety. Cultural at-
titudes toward sexual assault also need to 
change, as these can affect whether crimes 
are reported.

Evidence from other countries with 
similar sex offender registers is mixed, find-
ing that they don’t seem to have an effect on 
re-offending rates – though they may stop 
sex crimes from being committed by people 
not already on the register. Researchers sug-
gest that one of the reasons for this is the 
potential cost to offenders of being added 
to the register, such as difficulty finding jobs 
and housing.

Offenders will be added to the register 
only when assaults are reported and a sub-
sequent conviction is made. Globally, the 
rates of reporting sexual assault to the police 
vary considerably, from roughly one in five 

in the UK, to as few as one in 50 in India. 
In early October, two men were arrested 

in India for allegedly raping a woman bath-
ing in the Ganges, but their arrests came 
as a result of a video on social media – the 
woman did not report the alleged assault.

My colleague Tara Marshall and I con-
ducted a recent study comparing attitudes 
to sexual assault in Britain and India in an 
attempt to understand the underlying is-
sues affecting these reporting rates.
Cultural attitudes
In India, victims of sexual assault are often 
blamed for the crimes committed against 
them. One of the most high-profile rape 
cases in India happened in December 2012 
when Jyoti Singh, who came to be known 
as “India’s Daughter”, was gang raped and 
murdered in Delhi. While there were move-
ments across the country in support of 
Singh, much of the national conversation 
about the case blamed her for having been 
out late at night, and even for fighting back 
against her attackers.

Such views are a form of “rape myth 
acceptance” – a set of beliefs which tend to 
blame victims of sexual assault for having 
been assaulted. They include suggesting 
that if women wear revealing clothes or 
drink alcohol then they deserve what hap-
pens to them. Research suggests that one 
reason offences are often not reported is be-

cause of these victim-blaming beliefs. This is 
true across the world – but especially in India.

For our study, we asked groups of men 
and women from both India and Britain to 
look at a series of scales and rate their agree-
ment with statements from one (strongly 
disagree) to seven (strongly agree). We asked 
them about their attitudes towards women 
through questions such as: “A woman should 
not expect to have quite the same freedom of 
action as a man”. We asked about their atti-
tudes to sexism, such as: “Most women inter-
pret innocent remarks or acts as being sexist”. 
And whether they agreed with rape myth 
acceptance, via questions such as: “Women 
often claim rape to protect their reputations”.

Through this, we created scores for their 
attitudes toward women, rape myth accept-
ance, and sexism. Of the 112 Indian and 117 
British adults we collected data from, Indian 
participants’ scores were almost twice as high 
as those of the British participants, meaning 
that they were more accepting of rape myths 
and traditional roles.
Hostile sexism
We found a clear link between traditional 
attitudes toward women – such as that they 
should be concerned with their childbearing 
duties while men go to work – and higher 
scores on the rape myth acceptance scale, 
among both men and women. Other studies 
in India have also shown that strong beliefs 
about the appropriate role for women – for 
example, that they should not work but rath-
er care for the home and family – seem to in-

crease acceptance of victim-blaming beliefs.
We also asked participants about their 

acceptance of other views, termed “hostile 
sexism” – the belief that women ought to be 
punished if they do not stick to traditional 
roles. The Indian participants in our study 
tended to score on average 60% higher on 
our measure of hostile sexism than British 
participants. 

And it was hostile sexism which we found 
was linked to rape myth acceptance in our 
scale, suggesting that those who believe 
women ought to be punished for stepping 
outside of traditional roles are also more 
likely to believe women are to blame for be-
ing raped.

 Our findings suggest that interventions 
that target underlying factors such as tra-
ditional societal attitudes towards women 
could lead to less acceptance of rape myths 
and hopefully more reporting of sexual as-
saults.

India’s introduction of a sex offenders reg-
ister is a clear step toward improving women’s 
safety and it should start to discourage indi-
viduals from offending and help decrease the 
stigma surrounding sexual assault.

 But a lot more needs to be done to ad-
dress cultural beliefs about sexual assault 
to enable more women to feel able to come 
forward and report crimes when they occur.

Suzanne Hill
is a PhD Candidate in Cross-Cultural 

Psychology, Brunel University London

India’s Sex Offenders Register a First Step to Curb Assaults 
– but Cultural Attitudes to Women Still Need Challenging

The Spectre of Rankings Haunts the Higher Education Sector in India
Unless teaching becomes central to evaluative and ranking processes, this basic work of most 

universities in India will collapse, if it hasn’t already

Suzanne Hill | The Conversation

Pramod K. Nayar | The Wire

When we feel weak in our prayers, God’s Spirit helps us 
in ways we can’t imagine.

At a dedication ceremony during which a Bible trans-
lated into a local African language was presented, 
the area chief was presented with his own copy. In 

appreciation, he lifted the Bible to the skies and exclaimed, 
“Now we know God understands our language! We can read 
the Bible in our own native mother-tongue.”

No matter our language, our heavenly Father under-
stands it. But often we feel unable to express our deepest 
longings to Him. The apostle Paul encourages us to pray re-
gardless of how we feel. Paul speaks of our suffering world 
and our own pain: “The whole creation has been groaning 
as in the pains of childbirth” (Romans 8:22), and he com-
pares that to the Holy Spirit’s work on our behalf. “The Spirit 
helps us in our weakness,” he writes. “We do not know what 
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans” (v. 26).

God’s Holy Spirit knows us intimately. He knows our 
longings, our heart-language, and our unspoken words, and 
He helps us in our communication with God. His Spirit draws 
us to be transformed into the image of God the Son (v. 29).

Our heavenly Father understands our language and 
speaks to us through His Word. When we think our prayers 
are weak or too short, His Holy Spirit helps us by speaking 
through us to the Father. He yearns for us to talk with Him 
in prayer.

Thank You, Lord, for understanding my language and 
innermost longings. When my prayers are weak and dry, 

bear me up through Your Spirit.

BIBLE READ:     ROMANS 8:22–30
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
Romans 8:26



...from previous issue
One of them was a boy with severe immunodefi-

ciency and neurological disease, who died at the age 
of four months. “His parents were very distressed; 
they wanted to try and have other children, but they 
were very fearful of having another child like him 
– so they asked for themselves and the child to be 
enrolled in the programme,” says Mark Caulfield of 
Genomics England, which is charged with the deliv-
ery of the 100,000 Genomes Project. The boy’s DNA 
revealed a mutation in a protein that transports vita-
min B12 into cells.

Shortly afterwards, the mother became pregnant 
again, and just before the baby was born they discov-
ered that he was carrying the same mutation. However, 
case reports of other children with this mutation sug-
gested that giving high doses of vitamin B12 could over-
come the problem, so this is what they did.

“So far, he is developing according to the normal 
milestones and has not had the experience of the first 
child,” says Caulfield. “We begin to see how, not for all – 
and maybe not even for many – but for some, genome 
sequencing can lead to treatments.”

There are potential benefits for the health system 
too. Caulfield cites another example: a four-year-old 
girl with developmental delay, who had visited hospital 
151 times for various consultations and tests – at a cost 
to the taxpayer of around £35,000 – before entering the 
100,000 Genomes Project, which identified the genetic 
cause of her problem.

“At least 20% of those hospital contacts could have 
been avoided if we had been able to do whole ge-
nome sequencing at an earlier point in her care,” says 
Caulfield. For a £600 test, you could potentially save 
£7,000.

Yet, despite the optimism, genome sequencing 
doesn’t provide answers for everyone.

Paul Arvidson’s nine-year-old daughter, Nenna, is 

enrolled in both the DDD study and the 100,000 Ge-
nomes Project, yet neither has come up with any an-
swers for why she is the way she is – at least not yet.

For the family, the hardest thing is being unable to 
make long-term plans: “Because we haven’t got a diag-
nosis, we haven’t got a prognosis. We don’t know if her 
condition means she isn’t going to make it to adult-
hood, or to her teens. We want to be able to prepare for 
that – to know if there are things we need to think about 
sooner rather than later.”

So far, the DDD study has managed to obtain an-
swers for around 35–40% of the families enrolled, but 
what about the remaining families who are still in diag-
nostic limbo: why is it so hard to diagnose them?

It may be because the DDD project looks only at the 
protein-coding regions of the genome and conserved 
regulatory sequences. In the hope of finding diagnoses 
for more patients, the DDD project has applied for ac-
cess to the 100,000 Genomes Project’s data.

But large projects that are doing whole genome se-
quencing – including 100,000 Genomes – are also en-
countering limitations.

One issue is that, although it’s called whole genome 
sequencing, there are regions of DNA that are unread-
able. “I can read 97.3% of the genome with good quality, 
but there are bits of the genome which are very hard to 
read because there are some bits that don’t stick back 
on when you try and reassemble them,” says Caulfield.

Also, whereas the current DNA-sequencing tech-
nology is very good at identifying single letter changes 
in the DNA sequence, it’s less good at spotting more 
than just a single letter change, or insertions or dele-
tions.

For very rare diseases, it could also be that there 
aren’t enough other people with the same sorts of mu-
tation for it to be detected.

“So far only around 30% of our genes have a known 
role in human disease, and there is much more yet to 
be discovered,” says Firth. “We will keep reanalysing 
the sequence data from families recruited to the DDD 
study until 2021. This will enable us to diagnose more 

children as the list of genes causing developmental 
disorders grows through our own research and that of 
others.”

With the power that sequencing brings, there is also 
risk. Genome sequencing carries the potential for de-
tecting genetic variants unrelated to the condition be-
ing investigated – but which could have serious health 
consequences nonetheless.

Some people might want to know if they have a high 
risk of developing a serious illness down the line – par-
ticularly if there’s a chance of reducing the risk – oth-
ers would prefer not to know. The DDD project made a 
conscious decision not to report such ‘secondary find-
ings’.

The 100,000 Genomes Project, however, offers its 
participants the option of finding out if they carry ge-
netic variants that strongly predispose them to high 
cholesterol or certain cancers – such as breast and ovar-
ian cancer, which are linked to variants in the BRCA1 
and BRCA2 genes – or that might cause cystic fibrosis 
in future offspring.

The 100,000 Genomes Project makes a clear distinc-
tion between gene variants that you can take action on 
(such as BRCA, where you can have enhanced screen-
ing or prophylactic surgery if you carry a high-risk 
variant) and those that you can’t. For instance, some 
variants of the APOE gene strongly predispose the de-
velopment of Alzheimer’s disease in later life, but know-
ing you carry this variant doesn’t enable you to prevent 
the condition.

In the USA, however, many more potentially life-
changing results are reported. In 2013, the American 
College of Medical Genetics and Genomics published 
a minimum list of genes that it recommended should 
be communicated as secondary findings during clini-
cal genome sequencing, which it has since updated to 
include 59 medically actionable genes.

If you’re a parent seeking answers about your child’s 
rare condition, you may feel that the benefits of a diag-
nosis outweigh the downsides of finding out this addi-
tional information.

Increasingly, genome sequencing is being offered 
to babies in neonatal intensive care units, meaning the 
age at which children are being diagnosed with rare dis-
eases such as PURA syndrome is becoming lower. This 
may be helpful, as it cuts out those years of uncertainty 
and enables therapeutic action to be taken in some 
cases. Even in conditions like PURA syndrome, where 
there is no therapy, the fact that there are other peo-
ple that parents can learn about their child’s condition 
from, and how to navigate some of problems it creates, 
is a huge comfort.

“Even for genes we discovered just a few years ago 
like PURA, we’ve now got profiles of what the typical 
milestones look like for children,” says Firth. “We’ve got 
leaflets written with the help of the support groups that 
we can share with families.”

Yet for PURA syndrome, there are many more ques-
tions that need answering. For one thing, why are the 
symptoms so variable between different individuals? 
“We even have 12 patients now with the very same mu-
tation in the very same position and they have very dif-
ferent symptoms,” Niessing says.

For Alison, the biggest question is what the future 
holds for her daughter. So far, only a handful of adults 
have been diagnosed with PURA syndrome, but it’s un-
clear whether this is because children with the condi-
tion don’t tend to survive to adulthood or because few 
adults have yet been tested for it.

At the 2016 conference, Alison met a family whose 
daughter is younger than Evie, but up and walking, pro-
viding a glimpse of what Evie might be able to achieve 
with the right support.

Mel and Alison both hope that continuing to share 
information between families and increasing research 
into PURA syndrome will help find a treatment that 
will benefit their daughters. To date, some 250 people 
across the world have been identified with the condi-
tion, a disease that didn’t officially exist four years ago. 
With every new case, knowledge about it – and hope for 
the future – grows.

Concluded

H
ave we become 
u n re a s o n a b l e ? 
In democracies 
around the world, 
anxious commen-

tators exhort their fellow citizens to 
be more open-minded, more will-
ing to engage in good-faith debate. 
In our era of hyperpolarisation, 
social-media echo chambers and 
populist demagogues, many have 
turned to civility as the missing in-
gredient in our public life.

So, how important is civility for 
democracy? According to one of the 
greatest theorists of the democratic 
public sphere, the German philoso-
pher Jürgen Habermas, not very. 
Habermas is deeply concerned with 
protecting our ability to solve prob-
lems through the use of reason. Yet 
he believes that democracy is best 
served when the public sphere is 
left open, anarchic and conflictual.

For Habermas, the function of 
public debate is not to find a rea-
sonable common ground. Rather, 
the public sphere ‘is a warning sys-
tem’, a set of ‘sensors’ that detect the 
new needs floating underneath the 
surface of a supposed political con-
sensus. And if we worry too much 
about civility and the reasonable 
middle, we risk limiting the ability 
of the public sphere to detect new 
political claims. To get those claims 
on the agenda in the first place of-
ten requires uncivil and confronta-
tional political tactics. 

Habermas’s vision of politics fo-
cuses on the power of a wild public 
sphere. His great fear, one he ex-
presses already in his habilitation 
thesis in 1962, published in English 
as The Structural Transformation 
of the Public Sphere, is that large-
scale, formal political and eco-
nomic institutions are increasingly 
shutting themselves off from public 
criticism. Habermas traces the de-
velopment of the idea of the criti-

cal public in 18th-century Europe, 
one that would hold state power 
accountable through the use of rea-
son, and then its decline in an era of 
public-relations management fo-
cused on minimising the role of the 
public in political decision-making. 
While Habermas has been accused 
of romanticising the European En-
lightenment, his goal was to draw 
attention to the stark gap between 
the ideals of the critical public and 
the reality of political and social 
domination.

Like other individuals associ-
ated with the Institute for Social Re-
search in Frankfurt, Habermas has 
always been guided by the hope of 
creating an emancipated society – 
one where the use of political, social 
and economic power can be fully 
justified to those potentially affect-
ed. To this Frankfurt School ideal, 
Habermas adds an insight that goes 
back to Aristotle – that the central 
human capacity is language. The 
fact that we can understand one 
another, Habermas argues, means 
that we are committed to using rea-
son to resolve disputes. In our day-
to-day life, we have to continuously 
use language to organise our lives 
and make plans – instances of what 
Habermas in 1981 called ‘commu-
nicative action’.

Habermas thinks this has radi-
cal consequences. In all these in-
stances, we accept, just by entering 
into the continuous flow of com-
munication, that the only thing 
that should count are reasons that 
everyone accepts. Habermas’s crit-
ics point out that, in the real world, 
social differences in power affect 
whose voices are heard and whose 
ideas are recognised in all delibera-
tion. But this point is not incompat-
ible with Habermas’s insights. From 
his early work, he has seen reason-
ing as a fundamentally social prac-
tice, one that must always include 

moral and political questions. 
Bringing to light these subtle forms 
of power and exclusion helps to re-
alise the ideal of rational enquiry.

What follows politically from 
Habermas’s theory of communi-
cation? Again, one possibility is to 
find some way to make people live 
up to an ideal of disinterested, civil 
deliberation. In the face of increas-
ing polarisation and the potential 
breakdown of the rules of the game, 
we should search for some way to 
restore the underlying norms of 
mutual forbearance that ensure 
politics does not descend into civil 
war. But this is hardly the direction 
in which Habermas goes. It’s not 
that he then prizes incivility in and 
of itself. Rather, Habermas worries 

that a public sphere shackled by 
excessive regard for the norms of 
deliberation and rational debate 
loses its essential function. And 
that function is to bring to light 
questions, issues, concerns and 
needs that are currently invisible to 
political leaders and the larger pub-
lic. In Between Facts and Norms 
(1992), he argues that ‘liberal mis-
givings about opening up an unre-
stricted spectrum of public issues 
and topics are not justified’. Rather, 
because of its ‘anarchic structure’, 
contestation in the public sphere 
can enable the perception of ‘new 
problems’ and help to overcome 
‘the millennia-old shackles of social 
stratification and exploitation’.

Confrontation, protest and in-

civility are all components of delib-
erative politics as Habermas under-
stands it. These forms of conflict, of 
refusing existing norms and institu-
tions, are what bring to light wheth-
er those institutions and norms can 
survive rational scrutiny. Habermas 
goes so far as to call the ability to 
withstand and even celebrate civil 
disobedience the ‘litmus test’ for 
the maturity of a constitutional de-
mocracy. Even as Habermas has a 
famously ambitious understanding 
of our capacity for the collabora-
tive search for truth, his is an activ-
ist’s view of politics. Consensus is 
not the highest good. Rather, the 
possibility of a society based on 
rational consensus becomes vis-
ible only in moments of dissensus, 

Demonstrators in Madrid, Spain, in 2014. Photo by Sergio Perez/Reuters
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Steven Klein | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Connect with those 
who carry you upward and encourage your 
fantasies today instead of those who try to 
bring you down to reality, Aries. There’s a need 

for you to shine more brightly than usual, and there’s no 
reason why this wish shouldn’t be granted. Everything will 
work out splendidly for you as long as you align yourself 
with admirable people and noble causes, so go for it.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’re likely now 
on the brink of completing a major move of 
some sort. Your first reaction may be to sit in 
solitary deliberation as you wrestle with the 

pros and cons of each piece of the situation. Try not to 
overload your head with too many details. Look at the 
overall picture. Perhaps you will find the answer you seek 
on a walk. During that time you can clear your head of un-
necessary clutter.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This is one of those 
days when you will be walking along and all of 
a sudden hear a street performer playing music. 
Suddenly your feet start to move and soon you’re 

dancing. You find yourself boogying down the rest of the 
road. It won’t take much to get you grooving. Once you start, 
it may be hard for you to stop. Go with it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t take things 
that don’t belong to you, Cancer. Your penetrat-
ing eyes are apt to spot things that are easily 
pocketed, even though you know deep down 

that those things aren’t meant for you to keep. Your imagi-
nation might try to convince you that it’s OK to pull such 
sneaky maneuvers, and you may be tempted. Don’t deceive 
yourself.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Try not to think too 
much about what is “supposed” to happen 
next, Leo. The truth of the matter is that things 
don’t necessarily work out the way they’re 

planned, so don’t count on something that has no guaran-
tee of coming to fruition. Stick to your own way of doing 
things and try not to get too hung up on the results. The 
key now is to enjoy the process.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Water your plants to-
day and make sure they’re getting enough light, 
Virgo. If you don’t have any plants, take this op-
portunity to go to the nursery and pick up a cou-

ple for your home or office. Nourish the organic things in 
your life to help remind you of your own roots, which are 
extremely important for you right now. Sink deep into the 
Earth in order to understand the environment around you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re on a roll today, 
Libra. Don’t let other people’s insecurities or 
shallow understanding about an issue get in the 
way of your progress. There’s a distinct advan-

tage to the way you approach things. Feel free to exert your 
will on those who need strong direction. If you’re confident 
about the answer, don’t be shy about saying so. If people 
don’t like the way you’re leading, they don’t need to follow.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may be 
wondering whose shoulder you should cry on, 
Scorpio. Usually yours is the shoulder that ev-
eryone else likes to use. The collar of your shirt 

is probably soaking wet by now, thanks to all the tears that 
have spilled on you. Your compassion for others is defi-
nitely one of your biggest strengths, but be aware of the 
fact that it can also be one of your biggest weaknesses.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your coals 
have been smoldering for a while, and there is a 
great deal of smoke pouring from your blackened 
embers, Sagittarius. The good news is that there’s 

apt to be a great gust of wind today, acting as the catalyst 
that ignites the flames. You’ve provided the heat and the 
fuel. The missing element of air is finally coming your way, 
so be prepared. The fire is apt to heat up quickly.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Be wary of 
big promises today, Capricorn. This could 
be one of those days when people are more 
likely to take a gamble because they’re unre-

alistic about how things are going to work out. Don’t be 
surprised if the stock market jumps as a result of the dol-
lar signs that people imagine. It will be hard for others to 
resist when people receive promises of a big payoff.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Feel free to go 
shopping for yourself, Aquarius. While you’re 
at it, you might as well pick up some things for 
others, too. You’re apt to be in tune with the 

pleasant spirit of the people around you. On the other 
hand, if they’re being especially negative or cranky, don’t 
hesitate to just go elsewhere. Unfortunately, that may be 
easier said than done.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’re likely to grav-
itate toward those who can put on a show and 
carry your imagination to a far-off land today, 
Pisces. Look for this quality in others instead of 

turning to the TV to satisfy this need. If you aren’t careful, 
you may end up a couch potato all day, without talking to 
anyone. Take note that real life is much more enriching 
that anything that could come over the airwaves.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Linda Geddes | thewire.in

How Scientists Are Untangling the Mystery of Developmental Disorders

Against Civility, or Why Habermas Recommends a Wild Public Sphere

According to Rare Disease UK, there are between 6,000 and 8,000 known rare diseases –  
and five new ones are described in the medical literature every week.

when the failure of existing norms 
is unmasked. Enlightenment comes 
about when social groups show that 
the dominant social organisation 
fails to take into consideration their 
legitimate claims and concerns. This 
is why Habermas is clear that he is 
interested, not in rational political 
communication as such, but ‘the his-
tory of its repression and re-estab-
lishment’.

Habermas’s recent work has fo-
cused on the fate of European inte-
gration, of which he is a prominent 
defender. This activist current in his 
thought has receded as he has wor-
ried more and more about the lack 
of long-term political vision on the 
part of Europe’s leaders. Yet he has 
also more recently come to recog-
nise the dangerous failures of those 
institutions to produce their own le-
gitimacy. 

The more those institutions, 
such as the European Union, in-
sulate themselves from the unruly 
forces of the public sphere, the more 
they provide ammunition for who-
ever can claim to speak on behalf of 
a suppressed public opinion. Large-
scale political institutions, from the 
European Union to the modern ad-
ministrative state, approach politics 
as a set of management problems, 
best solved without extensive in-
put from a potentially recalcitrant 
public. Democracy, according to 
Habermas, requires a vibrant politi-
cal sphere and political institutions 
that are able to respond to and in-
corporate the energy that arises from 
debate, protest, confrontation and 
politics. Perhaps it’s not citizens who 
have become unreasonable. Rather, 
their leaders have too long refused to 
listen, instead treating the public as 
nothing more than a periodic reser-
voir of votes, an obstacle to be man-
aged on the path to smooth, techno-
cratic governance.

Steven Klein is assistant profes-
sor of political science at the Univer-

sity of Florida.
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Maneka bats for removal of age gap 
for reporting child sexual abuse

No arrest for Chidambaram, 
son till Nov. 1
New Delhi, Oct. 8 (IANS): A special court on Monday 
extended former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram 
and his son Karti’s interim protection from arrest till 
November 1 in the Aircel-Maxis case. The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) sought more time from the 
court to file a detailed reply on the plea. The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the ED were investi-
gating how Karti Chidambaram managed to get clear-
ance from the Foreign Investment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) for the Aircel-Maxis deal in 2006. On August 29, 
2014, the CBI filed a charge sheet in the case alleging 
that between July 2004 and September 2008, Dayani-
dhi Maran, a Minister in the UPA-I government, used 
his influence to help Malaysian businessman T.A. 
Ananda Krishnan buy Aircel by coercing its owner 
Sivasankaran to part with his stake.

Two drown while offering 
prayers in West Bengal
Kolkata, Oct. 8 (PTI): Two persons drowned in the 
Hooghly River on Monday while offering prayers on 
the occasion of Mahalaya, a police officer said. While 
one of them lost balance and drowned at a ghat in Ut-
tarpara, the other person was swept away by river cur-
rents at Seoraphuli, he said. Their bodies have been 
recovered by divers and handed over to the family 
members, he added. Devotees were seen thronging 
river ghats across the city and its surrounding areas 
since morning to offer homage to their departed an-
cestors on the occasion. The state administration has 
deployed River Traffic Police personnel and Disaster 
Management Group officials in large numbers along 
the ghats for security reasons.

16 Naxals arrested in Chhattisgarh
Raipur, Oct. 8 (PTI): Sixteen Naxals, five of them sus-
pected to be involved in a deadly attack on a CRPF 
team last year, were arrested from Sukma district of 
Chhattisgarh, police said Monday. There were two 
women among the arrested ultras, they added. The 
arrests were made Sunday from a hill near Minpa 
village under the Chintagufa police station limits by 
a joint team of the Special Task Force (STF), the Dis-
trict Reserve Guard (DRG) and the district police, a 
senior police official told PTI. In view of next month’s 
Assembly polls, the security forces have intensified 
the patrolling in the interior forests of the Naxal-hit 
districts to apprehend the lower-rung cadres, who 
are instrumental in planting explosives to target the 
police personnel and putting up Maoist posters and 
banners, he said. Acting on an information about the 
presence of Naxals, the joint team launched an op-
eration from the Burkapal camp towards Minpa and 
Tadmetla, located around 500 km from state capital 
Raipur, and apprehended the ultras, the police official 
added. All the arrested cadres were active as members 
of either militia groups or the Dandakaranya Adivasi 
Kisan Majdoor Sangthan (DAKMS), a front organisa-
tion of Maoists, he said.

Train hits dead end at Mumbai’s 
LTT station; none hurt
Mumbai, Oct. 8 (PTI): The engine of the Mumbai-
bound Pawan Express hit the dead end of a platform 
at Lokmanya Tilak Terminus (LTT) here in early hours 
Monday, a Railway official said. However, no one was 
injured in the incident, he said. “The train (11062) 
was coming from Muzaffarpur in Bihar and was end-
ing its journey at its final destination Lokmanya Tilak 
Terminus, when it could not stop and hit the dead end 
of the platform number 3,” said a spokesperson of the 
Central Railway.”This incident neither caused any in-
jury to any passenger nor caused any adverse impact 
on movement of trains,” he said. The repair work of 
the partially damaged dead end of the platform will 
be initiated shortly, the spokesperson said.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dengue cases mount to 650 in 
Delhi, doctors advise precautions
New Delhi, Oct. 8 (PTI): Dengue 
cases have spiralled in the city over 
the past two weeks, with at least 650 
people being diagnosed with the 
vector-borne disease this season, 
according to a municipal report re-
leased Monday.

The report says nearly 170 of the 
cases came to light in the first week 
of October alone. 

Also, 347 cases of malaria and 89 
of chikungunya have been reported 
this season till October 6, according 
to the report.

Of the 650 dengue cases in 2018, 
169 were reported in the first week 
of this month, 374 in September, 58 
in August, 19 in July, eight in June, 10 
in May, two in April, one in March, 
three in February and six cases in 
January.

Two cases of malaria were re-
ported in February, one each in April 

and March, 17 in May, 25 in June, 42 
in July, 82 in August, 138 in Septem-
ber and 39 till October 6, according 
to the South Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration (SDMC), which tabulates data 
on vector-borne diseases for the city.

A senior doctor at a government-
run facility advised people to take all 
precautions, like wearing full-sleeves 
and not allowing the breeding of 
mosquito larvae inside their homes.

“Water coolers should be dried 
up when not in use as dengue in-
fection carrying mosquitoes breed 
there a lot. Mosquito nets should be 
used at home,” the doctor said. 

Cases of vector-borne diseases 
are usually reported between July 
and November, but the period may 
stretch to mid-December. No vector-
borne disease case was reported till 
January 13.

The report said domestic breed-

ing checkers found mosquito breed-
ing in 1,92,928 households in the city 
till October 6. It said 1,58,067 legal 
notices have been served for various 
violations and “22,240 prosecutions 
initiated”.

As a pro-active measure, Delhi Lt 
Governor Anil Baijal had few months 
ago directed local bodies and other 
agencies to intensify vector-control 
measures.

He had also asked for regular 
meetings at the level of district mag-
istrates with all stakeholders to re-
view the situation in their respective 
districts.

According to the SDMC, 10 peo-
ple died due to dengue in Delhi last 
year, of whom five were not residents 
of the national capital.

Overall, the vector-borne disease 
had affected 9,271 people in the city 
last year.

Youth wings of 14 parties protest against Modi govt.

Gujarat CM appeals for calm; outfit 
claims over 20,000 migrants fled state

New Delhi, Oct. 8 (PTI): 
United Youth Front, a 
combined youth wing of 
14 major national and re-
gional political parties, 
marched to Parliament 
on Monday against the 
“apathetic behaviour” of 
the NDA government on 
issues such as unemploy-
ment, inflation and fuel 
price hike.

The front, with youth 
outfits of several non-BJP 
parties including the Con-
gress as constituents, was 
formed last month for joint 
protests against the Modi 
government 

“There is discontent 
and anguish among diver-
sified youth of the country 
towards completely apa-
thetic behavior of the Modi 
government on issues of 
unemployment, inflation, 
fuel price hike, irregu-
larities in SSC and other 
competitive exams, police 
atrocities, BJP sponsored 
crimes and major corrup-
tion in the Rafale deal,” 
Congress leader Randeep 
Singh Surjewala said while 
addressing the gathering at 
Parliament street.

The protest march ti-
tled “Desh Bachao, Yuva 
Bachao” saw participation 
from youth wings of the 

Ahmedabad, Oct. 8 PTI) :  
Gujarat Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani Monday ap-
pealed to people not to 
engage in violence, even 
as an outfit claimed over 
20,000 Hindi-speaking mi-
grants fled the state in the 
last one week after a spate 
of attacks following a rape 
incident.

Rupani claimed that 
no untoward incident had 
taken place during the 
last 48 hours, while state 
Home Minister Pradeep-
sinh Jadeja said additional 
forces have been deployed 
in industrial areas for the 
security of migrants.

Since the alleged rape 
of a 14-month-old girl in 
Sabarkantha district on 
September 28, six districts, 
most of them in north 
Gujarat, have seen spo-
radic incidents of violence 
against Hindi-speaking 
people, police had said.

The government said 
more than 400 people 
have been arrested in con-
nection with the violence 
which started after a mi-
grant worker from Bihar 
was nabbed in the rape 
case.

Uttar Bharatiya Vi-
kas Parishad president 
Maheshsingh Kushwah 
claimed that over 20,000 
people belonging to Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh 
and Bihar had already fled 
Gujarat due to the prevail-
ing situation.

“Over 20,000 migrants 
from these states have 
fled due to fear as Hindi-
speaking people are being 
attacked in different parts 
of the state. All non-Guja-
ratis should not be seen as 
culprits for the misdeeds 
of one person,” he said.

Rupani said the situa-
tion has been brought un-

Cyclonic alert in Odisha

Scientist held on spying 
charge in Maharashtra

Principles of feminism
aligned with constitutional 
values — Chandrachud

Bhubaneswar, Oct. 8 (PTI): 
The National Emergency 
Response Centre (NERC), 
under the Home Ministry, 
has cautioned the Odi-
sha government against a 
looming cyclonic storm in 
the next two to three days, 
official sources said.

In an advisory to Chief 
Secretary AP Padhi and 
Special Relief Commis-
sion B P Sethi, the NERC 
said Monday a depression 
formed over southeast 
Bay of Bengal was likely 
to move northwestwards 
towards Odisha coast over 
the next 72 hours.

“The depression is like-
ly to intensify by tomorrow 
(Tuesday) and turn into a 
cyclonic storm in the fol-
lowing hours. It is very 
likely to move northwest-
ward towards Odisha and 
adjoining north Andhra 
Pradesh coast during the 
next 72 hours,” the advisory 
said. The state government 
should take appropriate 
precautionary measures 
under such circumstances, 
it added.

H R Biswas, the direc-
tor of meteorological cen-
tre in Bhubaneswar, also 
confirmed in the morn-
ing that a “depression has 
been recorded at a distance 

of around 720 km from 
Gopalpur coast in Odisha”.

The state was likely to 
experience heavy rainfall 
on October 10 and October 
11, he stated.

Special Relief Commis-
sioner (SRC) B P Sethi said 
he was in touch with the In-
dian Meterological Depart-
ment headquarters in New 
Delhi on the matter.

The state government 
would issue alert to dis-
tricts well in advance, he 
said.

The IMD, in a special 
bulletin Monday after-
noon, said Odisha could 
expect heavy to very-heavy 
rainfall at isolated places in 
the coastal areas for four 
days, beginning on Octo-
ber 9.

Squally winds reach-
ing a speed of 45 to 55 km 
per hour, gusting to 65 km 
per hour, were also likely to 
prevail along and off north 
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha 
and West Bengal coasts 
from October 9 afternoon, 
it said.

Fishermen have been 
advised not to venture into 
central Bay of Bengal from 
October 8 to 10 and north-
ern part of the sea from Oc-
tober 9 to 11, the IMD bul-
letin added.

Nagpur, Oct. 8 (IANS): A 
scientist working at the 
BrahMos Missile Research 
Centre (BMRC) was arrest-
ed on Monday on charge 
of spying for Pakistan’s in-
telligence agency ISI and 
other countries, informed 
sources said.

Nishant Agrawal has 
been working for the last 
four years in the Techni-
cal Research Section of the 
BMRC.  He was arrested 
in a joint operation by the 
Military Intelligence along 
with Uttar Pradesh and 
Maharashtra police follow-

ing a tip. He is likely to be 
booked under the Official 
Secrets Act, the sources 
said. As per preliminary in-
formation, Agrawal was re-
portedly passing on classi-
fied and secret information 
to the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence of Pakistan and other 
countries.

Among other, the 
BMRC is involved in mak-
ing certain critical compo-
nents for the BrahMos mis-
sile, considered the world’s 
fastest cruise missile that 
can be launched from land, 
ships, aircraft.

New Delhi, Oct. 8 (IANS): 
If feminism is based on 
the principle of equality, it 
is aligned with the values 
the Constitution of India 
upholds, Justice D.Y. Chan-
drachud of the Supreme 
Court has said.

“When you apply femi-
nist principles, one is do-
ing nothing more than giv-
ing effect to the substance 
of equality in the Constitu-
tion,” Justice Chandrachud 
said while responding to a 
question at a roundtable 
discussion here hosted by 
Haryana’s O.P. Jindal Glo-
bal University (JGU).

The roundtable was 
part of the Indian Femi-
nist Judgments Project’s 
two-day workshop organ-

ised here on October 6-7 
in collaboration with the 
National Law University in 
Delhi and Ambedkar Uni-
versity Delhi.

In response to a ques-
tion on whether a judge 
could be identified as a 
feminist, Justice Chan-
drachud said: “I won’t 
say that judges could call 
themselves feminist judges 
and there is a reason for it 
because one of the things 
that a judge does by virtue 
of the nature of his/her job 
is to decide on the basis of 
facts and as objectively as 
one can.”

But feminism, the Su-
preme Court judge said, is 
a lot about disruption of 
social hierarchies.

Members of United Youth Front and Indian Youth Congress during their protest rally ‘Desh Bachao, Yuva 
Bachao’ in New Delhi on Monday.

Migrant workers from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar leave for their homes in the view of some protests which 
broke out over the alleged rape of a 14-month-old girl in Ahmedabad on Monday.

New Delhi, Oct. 8 (IANS): Un-
ion Minister Maneka Gandhi 
on Monday wrote to Union 
Law Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad to remove age cap for 
reporting cases of child sexual 
abuse and seek clarity on legal 
position of time period appli-
cable to report sexual abuse of 
a minor.

“I have written to our Law 
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, 
requesting to clarify the legal 
position on ‘period of limita-
tion’ applicable to cases of 
child sexual abuse. We have 
expressed our views that such 
cases should be permitted to 
be reported by the survivors at 
any time,” Gandhi, the Union 

Minister for Women and Child 
Development, tweeted.

Under Section 468 of the 
CrPC, any offence, including 
child abuse, which can lead 
to a prison term of three years 
has to be reported within three 
years of the incident.

According to Section 473 
of the CrPC, a court may take 
cognisance of an older case if it 
is in the “interest of justice” or 
if the “delay has been properly 
explained”. However, victims of 
child sexual abuse often face 
problems in registering an FIR 
once they are 18 or more.

Recently the WCD Minister 
had proposed that child sexual 
abuse victims be allowed to 

register complaints until they 
are 30.

Gandhi stated that child 
sexual abuse is very traumatic 
experience and more often the 
perpetrators are relatives or 
people known to the victim, 
making it extremely difficult to 
report the crime.

“People have now started to 
come out to report the abuse 
faced by them as children. This 
is a welcome step. It is impor-
tant for us, as a society, to stand 
with the survivors...to facilitate 
access to a range of services in-
cluding medical, legal, psycho-
logical and counselling sup-
port to women survivors,” she 
added. 

   Maneka Sanjay Gandhi

Indian Youth Congress, All 
India Youth Front (CPI), 
Nationalist Youth Con-
gress (NCP), Samajwadi 
Yuvajan Sabha (Samajwa-
di Party), All India Youth 
League (Forward Bloc), 
Youth League (IUML), Lok-
tantrik Yuva Janata Dal, 
Yuva Rashtriya Lok Dal, 
Rashtriya Janata Dal, Jana-
ta Dal (Secular), National 
Conference (Youth), Kerala 
Congress (M), Kerala Con-

gress (J) and Revolution-
ary Youth Wing (RSP Youth 
Wing).

Referring to data 
from the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB), 
Chandrasekhar, the work-
ing President of the Yuva 
Janta Dal (Secular) stated 
that “every 12 minutes, a 
Dalit suffers an atrocity 
while six Dalit women are 
raped everyday”.

“Highest crimes 

against Adivasis were reg-
istered in BJP-ruled states 
of Chhatisgarh and Mad-
hya Pradesh. States that 
accounted for a majority of 
crimes against Dalits as per 
NCRB, were the BJP-ruled 
States of Madhya Pradesh 
(43.4 pc), Rajasthan (42 pc), 
Goa (36.7 pc) and Gujarat 
(32.5 pc), while Congress-
ruled Karnataka recorded 
significantly lesser crimes 
against Dalits,” he said.

der control by police.
“Due to intense efforts 

by police, the situation is 
under control and no un-
toward incident has hap-
pened in the last 48 hours.

“We are committed to 
maintaining law and or-
der, and people can call 
police in case of trouble. 
We will provide them secu-
rity,” Rupani said in Rajkot.

Minister of State for 
Home Jadeja, at a press 
conference Monday in 
Gandhinagar, said the 
Centre had been apprised 
of the steps taken by the 
Gujarat government to 
bring the situation under 
control.

He said 431 people 
have been arrested and 56 
FIRs registered in connec-
tion with the attacks on 
Hindi- speaking people.

Without naming op-
position Congress, Jadeja 
said efforts were under-
way to find out whether 
“it is a conspiracy by those 

who are out of power in 
Gujarat since the last 22 
years”.

“The attack on migrant 
workers is highly condem-
nable. The chief minister 
has instructed us to take 
all necessary steps to stop 
the attacks. 

“I also appeal people 
not to be misled by those 
who are inciting people 
for their political gains,” 
Jadeja said.

He said additional 
forces have been deployed 
in industrial areas for the 
security of migrants.

“Only a handful of 
people are involved in this. 
We have deployed addi-
tional forces in industrial 
areas for the security of 
migrants.

“We have also decided 
to set up points (camps) 
for the State Reserve Po-
lice (SRP) and increase 
patrolling in such areas,” 
Jadeja said.

While police have ar-

rested several members 
of the Thakor Sena in 
connection with the at-
tacks and also mentioned 
the outfit’s name in some 
of the FIRs, its president 
and Congress MLA Alpesh 
Thakor alleged that youth 
from the community were 
being falsely implicated.

Jadeja, responding to a 
query on Thakor’s allega-
tions, said action will be 
taken against anyone who 
disturbs peace.

“Police is not harassing 
any innocent person from 
a community. But we will 
take action against those 
who are disturbing Gu-
jarat’s peace,” said Jadeja.

Hours after the rape 
of the toddler in a vil-
lage near Himmatnagar 
town, around 100km from 
Ahmedabad, police ar-
rested Ravindra Sahu, a 
labourer hailing from Bi-
har and working in a local 
ceramic factory, for the 
crime.

PTI
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Incheon (South Korea), Oct. 
8 (PTI/AFP): Avoiding global 
climate chaos will require a ma-
jor transformation of society 
and the world economy that is 
“unprecedented in scale,” the 
UN said Monday in a landmark 
report that warns time is run-
ning out to avert disaster. 

Earth’s surface has warmed 
one degree Celsius -- enough 
to lift oceans and unleash a 
crescendo of deadly storms, 
floods and droughts -- and is 
on track toward an unliveable 
3C or 4C rise.

At current levels of green-
house gas emissions, we could 
pass the 1.5C marker as early 
as 2030, and no later than mid-
century, the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel for Climate Change 
(IPCC) reported with “high 
confidence”.

“The next few years are 
probably the most important 
in human history,” Debra Rob-
erts, head of the Environmental 
Planning and Climate Protec-
tion Department in Durban, 
South Africa, and an IPCC co-
chair, told AFP.

A Summary for Policymak-
ers of the 400-page tome un-
derscores how quickly glo-
bal warming has outstripped 
humanity’s attempt to tame 
it, and outlines options for 
avoiding the worst ravages of a 

climate-addled future.
“We have done our job, we 

have now passed on the mes-
sage,” Jim Skea, a professor at 
Imperial College London’s Cen-
tre for Environmental Policy 
and an IPCC co-chair, said at a 
press conference.

“Now it is over to govern-
ments -- it’s their responsibility 
to act on it.” Before the Paris 
Agreement was inked in 2015, 
nearly a decade of scientific 
research rested on the assump-
tion that 2C was the guardrail 
for a climate-safe world.

The IPCC report, however, 
shows that global warming im-
pacts have come sooner and hit 
harder than predicted.

“Things that scientists have 
been saying would happen 
further in the future are hap-
pening now,” Jennifer Morgan, 
Executive Director of Green-
peace International, told AFP.

To have at least a 50/50 
chance of staying under the 
1.5C cap without overshooting 
the mark, the world must, by 
2050, become “carbon neutral”, 
according to the report.

“That means every tonne 
of CO2 we put into the atmos-
phere will have to be balanced 
by a tonne of CO2 taken out,” 
said lead coordinating author 
Myles Allen, head of the Uni-
versity of Oxford’s Climate Re-

search Programme.
Drawing from more than 

6,000 recent scientific studies, 
the report laid out four path-
ways to that goal.

The most ambitious would 
see a radical drawdown in 
energy consumption coupled 

with a rapid shift away from 
fossil fuels and a swift decline 
in CO2 emissions starting in 
2020. It would also avoid an 
“overshoot” of the 1.5C thresh-
old.

A contrasting “pay later” 
scenario compensates for a 

high-consumption lifestyles 
and continued use of fossil fu-
els with a temporary breaching 
of the 1.5C ceiling.

It depends heavily on the 
use of biofuels. But the scheme 
would need to plant an area 
twice the size of India in bio-

fuel crops, and assumes that 
some 1,200 billion tonnes of 
CO2 -- 30 years’ worth of emis-
sions at current rates -- can 
be safely locked away under-
ground.

“Is it fair for the next gen-
eration to pay to take the CO2 
out of the atmosphere that we 
are now putting into it?”, asked 
Allen. “We have to start having 
that debate.” 

The stakes are especially 
high for small island states, de-
veloping nations in the tropics, 
and countries with densely-
populated delta regions already 
suffering from rising seas.

“We have only the slimmest 
of opportunities remaining to 
avoid unthinkable damage to 
the climate system that sup-
ports life as we know it,” said 
Amjad Abdulla, chief negotia-
tor at UN climate talks for the 
Alliance of Small Island States 
(AOSIS).

Limiting global warming to 
1.5C comes with a hefty price 
tag: some USD 2.4 trillion (2.1 
trillion euros) of investments 
in the global energy system 
every year between 2016 and 
2035, or about 2.5 per cent of 
world GDP.

That amount, however, 
must be weighed against the 
even steeper cost of inaction, 
the report says.

The path to a climate-safe 
world has become a tightrope, 
and will require an unprec-
edented marshalling of human 
ingenuity, the authors said.

“The problem isn’t going to 
be solved with a silver bullet,” 
Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, director 
of the University of Queens-
land’s Global Change Institute, 
told AFP.

The IPCC report was timed 
to feed into the December UN 
climate summit in Katowice, 
Poland, where world leaders 
will be under pressure to ramp 
up national carbon-cutting 
pledges which -- even if fulfilled 
-- would yield a 3C world.

The week-long meeting in 
Incheon, South Korea -- already 
deep into overtime -- dead-
locked on Saturday when oil gi-
ant Saudi Arabia demanded the 
deletion of a passage noting the 
need for global CO2 emissions 
to decline “well before 2030”.

The report was approved by 
consensus as soon as the Sau-
dis backed down, participants 
told AFP.

Concerns that the United 
States would seek to obstruct 
the process proved unfounded. 

The Trump administration 
has dismantled emissions re-
duction policies domestically, 
and vowed to ditch the Paris 
treaty.

Rio De Janeiro, Oct. 8 (PTI/
AFP): A deeply polarised 
Brazil stood at a political 
crossroads Monday as the 
bruising first round of the 
presidential election left 
voters with a stark choice 
in the run-off between 
far-right firebrand Jair Bol-
sonaro and leftist Fern-
ando Haddad. 

Bolsonaro, an ultra-
conservative former para-
trooper, easily beat a dozen 
other candidates on Sun-
day -- but not by enough 
to avoid an October 28 
showdown with Haddad, 
the former mayor of Sao 
Paulo.

Bolsonaro won 46 per-
cent of the vote to Hadd-
ad’s 29 percent, according 
to official results.

That tracked closely 
with pollster’s predictions, 
but Bolsonaro charged 
that “polling problems” 
had cheated him of out-
right victory in the first 
round, which required 
him to pass the 50 percent 
threshold.

Some of his supporters 
protested outside the na-
tional electoral tribunal in 
the capital Brasilia, chant-
ing “Fraud!” That anger 
reflected the uncertain 
outlook for the second 
round.

Surveys suggest Bol-
sonaro will have the edge, 
but that Haddad will draw 
nearly even with him af-
ter picking up substantial 
support from the defeated 
candidates.

“We expected to win in 
the first round,” one Bol-
sonaro voter, 77-year-old 
retiree Lourdes Azevedo, 
said bitterly in Rio de Ja-
neiro.

“Now things are more 
difficult: the second round 
is a risk.” - ‘Golden oppor-
tunity’ - 

Haddad, addressing 
his own supporters, called 

the looming run-off “a 
golden opportunity,” and 
challenged Bolsonaro to a 
debate.

He replaced popular 
former president Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva in the race 
after Lula, imprisoned for 
corruption, was disquali-
fied.

Despite his complaints, 
Bolsonaro did not formally 
contest Sunday’s result, 
saying his voters “remain 
mobilized” for the second 
round.

But he faces fierce re-
sistance going forward 
from a big part of Brazil’s 
147-million-strong elec-
torate put off by his record 
of denigrating comments 
against women, gays and 
the poor. 

His unabashed nostal-
gia for the brutal military 
dictatorship that ruled 
Brazil between 1964 and 
1985 has also sent a chill 
through many voters.

Haddad, though, has 
his own burden.

As the Workers’ Party 
candidate, he faces the 
palpable disappointment 
and anger of voters who 
blame the party for Brazil’s 
worst-ever recession, and 
for a long string of graft 
scandals.

Sunday’s general elec-
tion -- in which new federal 
and state legislatures were 
also chosen -- exposed the 
deep divisions generated 
by both candidates.

Some voters -- partic-
ularly women -- carried 
“Not Him” placards to poll-
ing stations in opposition 
to Bolsonaro.

But his supporters, like 
53-year-old lawyer Roseli 
Milhomem in Brasilia, said 
they backed the veteran 
lawmaker because “Brazil 
wants change.” “We’ve had 
enough of corruption. Our 
country is wealthy -- it 
can’t fall into the wrong 

hands,” she said.
Political analyst Fern-

ando Meireles of Minas 
Gerais Federal University 
said momentum appeared 
to favor Bolsonaro.

“The probability of 
Bolsonaro coming out vic-
torious seems pretty big 
right now,” Meireles told 
AFP.

“It looks difficult for 
Haddad to win in the sec-
ond round, but not impos-
sible.” Better-off Brazilians 
have rallied to Bolsonaro’s 
pledge to crush crime in 
a country where there are 
more than 62,000 murders 
each year, nearly as many 
rapes, and frequent mug-
gings and robberies.

Bolsonaro wants to 
boost police forces and 
relax gun laws for “good” 
citizens.

Many voters also like 
his promises to tackle cor-
ruption and to cut climb-
ing public debt through 
privatizations, as well as 
the devout Catholic’s fam-
ily-first stance.

But poorer Brazilians, 
who benefited the most 
from the heyday during 
Lula’s time in office from 
2003 to 2010, want a return 
to good times and hope 
Haddad can deliver.

The result is a very split 
electorate. Whoever ul-
timately wins the presi-
dency in the world’s eighth 
largest economy will grap-
ple with a large bloc of 
ideological hostility. 

Despite  s i t t ing in 
congress for nearly three 
decades, Bolsonaro casts 
himself as a political 
outsider in the mold of 
America’s Donald Trump 
or the Philippines’ Rodrigo 
Duterte: tough-talking, 
brash, and promising a 
root-and-branch overhaul 
to an electorate weary of 
traditional parties spout-
ing empty promises.

Dhaka, Oct. 8 (PTI): Bangladesh’s presi-
dent on Monday signed a controversial 
digital security act into law amid wide-
spread protests by journalists and rights 
groups that it could endanger freedom of 
speech.

The Digital Security Bill, 2018 was 
passed by the Parliament to deal with cy-
bercrimes, including hurting the religious 
sentiment, negative propaganda against 
the 1971 Liberation War and Bangabandhu 
(Sheikh Mujibur Rahman), and illegal 
activities in e-transactions and spreading 
defamatory data, Bangla Tribune reported. 

President Abdul Hamid has assented to 
the Digital Security Bill 2018, by enacting it 
as a law, the report said.

The law has faced vocal opposition 
from journalists and rights campaigners 
who say it could curb freedom of speech 
especially on social media and would un-
dermine responsible journalism.

The new law provides for a minimum 
of seven years and a maximum of 14 years’ 
imprisonment, as well as monetary fines 
of a minimum of Taka 25 lakh and maxi-
mum of Taka 1 crore, or both, for illegal 
access and destruction of any important 
information related to state affairs, the 
report said.

The Editors’ Council has been oppos-
ing the Digital Security Act. 

In a recent statement, the council 
said the Act will “create an atmosphere 
of fear and intimidation, which will make 
journalism, and especially investigative 
journalism, virtually impossible.” 

But Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has 
defended it, saying that journalists should 
not be apprehensive if they do not run false 
or fabricated news, or mislead the people.

Lahore, Oct. 8 (IANS): Former 
Pakistan Prime Ministers Na-
waz Sharif and Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi, along with a journalist, 
appeared before the Lahore 
High Court (LHC) on Monday 
for a hearing on a petition 
seeking treason proceedings 
against them.

As the hear ing com-
menced, the court, which 
had in the last hearing placed 
Dawn Assistant Editor Cyril 
Almeida’s name on the Exit 
Control List and issued non-
bailable warrants for his ar-
rest for not attending court 
proceedings, ordered that the 
journalist’s name be removed 
from the no-fly list and the 
warrants withdrawn, reports 

Dawn news.
Sharif, Abbasi and Alme-

ida’s attendance in court was 
noted and all three respond-
ents were ordered to submit 
written replies to the court.

Security has been ramped 
up around LHC premises, 
with a contingent of Rangers 
and police officials deployed 
outside the court, and greater 
vigilance at the entry and exit 
points of the court.

Sharif, who was recently re-
leased from jail after receiving 
bail in the Avenfield properties 
case, did not attend the last 
hearing due to the demise of 
his wife, Kulsoom Nawaz.

A civil society member, 
Amina Malik, had filed the pe-

tition on the basis of an inter-
view given by Sharif to Dawn 
on May 11. 

According to the petition, 
the former leader spoke about 
cross-border militancy and the 
need to end it.

After the publication of the 
interview, the National Secu-
rity Council held a meeting to 
deliberate on the matter. 

Abbasi, who was prime 
minister at the time, called on 
Sharif to take him into confi-
dence about the deliberations.

According to the petitioner, 
Abbasi’s action amounted to 
sedition as he had violated his 
oath of office. 

The hearing has been ad-
journed until October 22.

Tokyo, Oct. 8 (IANS): Japan 
on Monday withdrew from an 
international fleet review this 
week over demands to remove 
its “rising sun” flag ensign, re-
garded by many Koreans as a 
symbol of Japanese militarism 
and colonial rule.

The kyokujitsuki flag, used 
by the Japanese Imperial Navy 
in campaigns around Asia and 
the Pacific before and during 
World War II, features a red 
disc and 16 rays extending 
outwards and was adopted 
by the maritime Self-Defence 
Forces (SDF) in 1954, reports 
the Guardian.

South Korea, the host na-

tion, had asked all 14 coun-
tries sending vessels to the 
five-day event, which begins 
on Thursday at a naval base 
on the island of Jeju, to ensure 
they display only their national 
flags and the flag of South 
Korea.

South Korea had conveyed 
its stance that “the Japanese 
side should fully consider the 
rising sun flag’s emotional 
connotation to our people”, 
Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-
wha said.

But Japan, whose SDF were 
permitted to fly the flag during 
similar reviews in 1998 and 
2008, said it had no choice 

but to withdraw. “When it 
comes to the ensign, domestic 
laws and regulations stipulate 
that it must be hoisted at the 
stern,” Defence Minister Take-
shi Iwaya said. 

“Regrettably, we have 
reached the decision that we 
have no choice but to cancel 
our participation.”

Katsutoshi Kawano, the 
SDF Chief of Staff, said: “Mem-
bers (of the SDF) take pride in 
the ensign, and there is no way 
we will go there without hoist-
ing the flag.” 

North Korea joined the 
South in demanding the flag 
be banned, the Guardian said.

Palu, Oct. 8 (PTI/AFP): Nearly 
2,000 bodies have been recovered 
from Indonesia’s disaster-ravaged 
Palu city, an official said Monday, 
as the search for victims ended at 
a hotel destroyed in the powerful 
earthquake and tsunami.

The death toll from the twin 
disaster on Sulawesi island that 
erased whole suburbs in Palu has 
reached 1,944, said local military 
spokesman M. Thohir.

“That number is expected to 
rise, because we have not received 
orders to halt the search for bod-
ies,” Thohir, who is also a member 
of the government’s official Palu 
quake taskforce, told AFP.

Authorities have said as many 
as 5,000 are believed missing in 
two hard-hit areas since the Sep-
tember 28 disaster -- indicating far 
more may have perished than the 
current toll.

Hopes of finding anyone alive 
have faded and the search for 
survivors amid the wreckage has 
turned to gathering and account-
ing for the dead.

The disaster agency said the 
official search for the unaccounted 
would continue until October 11 at 
which point they would be listed as 
missing, presumed dead.

But rescuers called off the 
search Monday at Hotel Roa-Roa, 
which was reduced to a tangled 
mess of twisted rebar and smashed 
concrete by the force of the quake.

The hotel emerged as an early 

focus of efforts to extract survivors, 
with seven people pulled alive from 
its mangled ruins in the immediate 
aftermath.

But nobody else was saved as 
the days passed, and optimism 
faded as corpses surfaced from the 
wreckage.

“The SAR (search and rescue) 
operation at Hotel Roa-Roa has 
ended, because we have searched 
the entire hotel and have not found 
any more victims,” Bambang 
Suryo, SAR field director in Palu, 
told AFP.

Agus Haryono, another SAR 
official at the scene who confirmed 
the search was off, said 27 bod-
ies were recovered from the hotel 
including three pulled from the 

debris Sunday.
Among the confirmed dead 

were five paragliders in Palu for a 
competition, including an Asian 
Games athlete and a South Korean, 
the only known foreign victim in 
the disaster.

Authorities believed the 80-
room hotel was near capacity 
when the district was ravaged by a 
7.5 magnitude quake and tsunami 
and estimated 50 to 60 people 
could be trapped inside.

Rescuers have struggled to 
extract bodies from the wreckage 
of Palu, a job made worse as mud 
hardens and bodies decompose in 
the tropical heat.

The government has said some 
flattened areas will be declared as 

mass graves, and left untouched.
Balaroa resident Sarjono 

agreed with sealing off the obliter-
ated neighbourhood where vast 
numbers of bodies are believed 
trapped beneath the ruins.

“But only if they help us relo-
cate elsewhere. If they don’t, where 
will we live?” the 50-year-old told 
AFP near the debris of his former 
home.

Gopal, whose aunt and uncle 
were missing in Balaroa, picked 
through wreckage knowing just 
days were left to find his loved 
ones.

Officials say as many as 5,000 
people were feared buried at 
Balaroa and Petobo, another deci-
mated community.

Petobo, a cluster of villages, 
was subsumed when vibrations 
from the 7.5-magnitude quake 
turned soil to quicksand -- a proc-
ess known as liquefaction.

Relief efforts have escalated to 
assist 200,000 people in desperate 
need. Food and clean water remain 
in short supply, and many are 
dependent entirely on handouts 
to survive. Helicopters have been 
running supply drops to more 
isolated communities outside Palu, 
where the full extent of the damage 
is still not entirely clear.

The Red Cross said Monday 
it had treated more than 1,800 
people at clinics and administered 
first aid to a similar number in the 
immediate disaster zone. 
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Brazil’s presidential candidate for the Workers Party Fernando Haddad, his wife Ana Estela Haddad, left, 
and his running-mate Manuela d’Avila, right, raise their arms as they celebrate the results of the elec-
tions, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2018. Official results showed Sunday that Haddad will face Jair 
Bolsonaro, the far-right congressman in a second-round vote. 

AP/PTI

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, IPCC, Chair Hoesung Lee, center, speaks during a press conference in Incheon, 
South Korea, Monday, Oct. 8, 2018. Preventing an extra single degree of heat could make a life-or-death difference in the 
next few decades for multitudes of people and ecosystems on this fast-warming planet, an international panel of scientists 
reported Sunday. But they provide little hope the world will rise to the challenge. 

AP/PTI

A Christian wipes tears from his eyes as he attends church at the earthquake and 
tsunami-hit town of Palu, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia Sunday, Oct. 7, 2018. 

UN warns paradigm shift needed to avert global climate chaos

Divided Brazil barrels towards 
uncertain presidential run-off

Bangladesh enacts 
digital law amid 
widespread protests

Sharif, Abbasi, journalist appear 
before court in treason case

Japan quits naval drills over demands to remove flag

More bodies found as death toll from Indonesia quake nears 2,000
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Dilip Kumar admitted to hospital for recurrent pneumonia
Veteran actor Dilip Kumar, 95, has been admitted to a hospital here and is being treated 
for recurrent pneumonia, a family friend said. Faisal Farooqui, who tweets on behalf of the 
thespian, gave a health update on the ailing actor via Twitter. “Want to inform you Dilip Ku-
mar has been admitted to hospital last night. He is being treated for recurrent pneumonia. 
Praying. Will keep you updated on twitter,” Farooqui tweeted on Monday. He was admitted 
to the Lilavati Hospital here around 1 a.m. on Monday, Udaya Tara Nayar, compiler of the 
actor’s autobiography, told IANS. “Dilip saab has chest congestion. Antibiotics through 
IV drip (are) required. He is stable now,” Nayar said via Whatsapp. The nonagenarian was 
admitted to the hospital here last month too due to pneumonia. Last week, amidst reports 
of Dilip Kumar’s deteriorating health, Nayar had told IANS: “He is as well as he can be at 
his age... He is well looked after by his wife Saira Banu.”  (IANS)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 3.30 pm, 5.30 pm: Venom (Eng)

1 pm: Andhadhun (Hindi)

8 pm: Loveyatri (Hindi)

A
c t o r  N a n a 
P a t e k a r  o n 
Monday main-
tained that the 
“truth” he spoke 

10 years ago regarding 
Tanushree Dutta’s accusa-
tion of sexual harassment 
on the sets of a 2008 film, 
stands true today and will 
continue to be. Beyond 
that, he says, his lawyer 
has advised him not to talk 
about the matter.

Nana, in a media brief-
ing, refused to take ques-
tions from the press.

“My lawyer and his 
team have advised me not 
to talk to any channel. I 
have always met and spo-
ken to the media. I have 

no problems (in talking 
to the media), but when 
my lawyer has said so, I 
will have to follow that. 
So, will you please par-
don me for that? Thank 
you very much,” Nana 
said, and wrapped up 
the briefing.

On being coaxed 
to say what he has 
to regarding the al-
legation, Nana said: 
“What I said 10 years 
ago, I would say that 
only. What was the 
truth yesterday is the 
truth today, and it 
will remain the truth 
tomorrow.”

He walked away 
immediately de-

spite being pursued by 
media persons, clearly 
saying he would not give 
interviews to anyone.

Nana was due to ad-
dress a press conference 
on Monday afternoon, 
but the media was late 
on Sunday informed via 
Whatsapp by his son Mal-
har that the event stood 
cancelled.

However, at the last 
moment, Nana seemed 
to have changed his mind. 

In an interview in Sep-
tember, in the context of 
her opinion on the #MeToo 
Movement and sexual har-
assment of women in Bol-
lywood, Tanushree spoke 
about her personal expe-

rience of facing it at the 
hands of Nana on the set 
of “Horn ‘OK’ Pleassss” in 
2008. Last week, Tanushree 
also filed a written com-
plaint on the same at the 
Oshiwara police station 
here.

On his part, Nana has 
consistently denied the 
accusation. In 2008 too, he 
had held a conference to 
dismiss the allegations.

Even last week, on be-
ing confronted by the me-
dia, Nana had said he had 
answered the questions 
about it 10 years ago. 

“Jhooth toh jhooth hi 
hai (a lie is a lie),” Nana 
had said.

IANS

T
he Native Trax Society (NTS) has invited 
entries for nomination to the 10th edition 
of the Music Awards of Nagaland (MAN). 

An update issued by NTS on Oct. 8 
stated that artists, recording studios, pro-

ducers or their representatives are invited to submit 
original compositions recorded within Nagaland and 
released after November 1, 2017.   

Forms and rules are said to be available for down-
load from the official Facebook page of Music Awards 
of Nagaland.

No entry fees is said to be charged. 
The ‘Song of the Year’ will go to the nomination 

which secures the highest points based on ‘Likes’ 
and ‘Shares’ on the MAN Facebook page and number 
of views on the MAN Youtube channel, the update 
informed. 

All entries are to be submitted either by email 
to musicanagaland@gmail.com, via Whatsapp to 
9089409715 or in person at the office of Native Trax 
at NST Colony, Circular Road in Dimapur.

The update further informed that each entry 
must include a signed and filled up entry form, an 
audio song/music video (or the audio/ video link), 
lyrics (entries in Hindi/ local dialect should include 
an English translation) and artist/ band profile with 
a photograph. 

The deadline for submission of entries is said to 
be November 10.  

EMN A
ctress-producer Dia Mirza says she and her 
husband Sahil Sangha will ensure that their 
production company Born Free Entertainment 
will encourage women to speak up and will 
care for a safe working ecosystem.

Dia on Monday tweeted: “It’s important that indi-
viduals are finding courage to speak up. And even more 
important that the media approach this with sensitivity, 
care and due investigation. 

“Harassment of any kind at a workplace or anywhere 
else is absolutely unacceptable. We all want to live and 
work within an ecosystem that is safe and fair for all. I 
hope that the strictest action is taken against anyone 
found guilty of violating this fundamental right. It is 
important that cases be registered and due investigation 
conducted. Media must report facts.” 

Dia extended support to the #MeToo movement that 
has gained momentum in India after actress Tanushree 
Dutta accused veteran actor Nana Patekar of misconduct 
during the shoot of “Horn Ok Pleassss” ten years ago.

IANS

L
egendary singer Paul 
McCartney has re-
vealed that he still 
spends time with his 
Beatles’ bandmates, 

but in his dreams.
In an interview to the Sun-

day Mirror, the 76-year-old 
became nostalgic and shared 
that he often dreams about his 
former late bandmates John 
Lennon and George Harrison.

McCartney said: “I often 

have dreams about John or 
George. I often dream about 
people who aren’t here any-
more. They tend to be very good. 
A n d  i t ’ s only 
when you 
get to wake 
up you go, 
‘Oh yeah, 
i t  w a s  a 
dream’.”

Harri-
son died 

of cancer in 2001 aged 58 and 
Lennon was shot dead aged 40 
by deranged fan Mark Chap-
man.

McCartney confessed 
that he suffers issues 
with his self-confidence.

H e 
s a i d 
t h a t 
Lennon 
o n c e 
t o l d 

him that he fretted over how he 
was likely to be remembered, 
before he rightly told him he 
would be held as one of the 
greats. 

Founded in 1960, the English 
rock band that was formed in 
Liverpool with Lennon, McCa-
rtney, Harrison and Ringo Starr 
-- and became widely regarded 
as the foremost and most influ-
ential music band of their times.

IANS

S
lash has spoken 
about Axl Rose’s 
stint with AC/DC.

The Guns N’ 
Roses frontman 

was brought into the fold 
after vocalist Brian John-
son was forced to bow out 
of the band in March 2016 
or face “total hearing loss.”

Rose subsequently 
toured with AC/DC on 
their Rock Or Bust live 
shows, and, asked by the 
Los Angeles Times if he 
could think of another 
dream guest star pairing, 
Slash says (via Blabber-
mouth): “I can’t think of 
anything off the top of my 
head. 

“The Axl-doing-AC/
DC thing. I went and 
checked that out and it 
was awesome. I was prob-
ably as sceptical as any-
body because of the iconic 
status of the band, and 
he pulled it off and it was 
great. 

“I’m probably a little bit 
more intimidated about 

the idea of having to fill 
someone’s shoes – some-
one I look up to or had a 
big influence on me. 

“If I was going to get 
that phone call, I’d want to 
do it in a band that no one 
would expect me to be in.”

Slash recently told 
Classic Rock that Guns N’ 
Roses had plenty of ideas 
for a possible new album 
and said: “Everybody 
thinks it’s a good idea, and 
everybody would like to 
do it.”

Meanwhile, in August, 
estranged AC/DC mem-
bers Johnson and drum-
mer Phil Rudd were pic-
tured together by the Ear 
Of Newt website outside 
Vancouver’s Warehouse 
Studios with the band’s 
longtime engineer and 
mixer Mike Fraser, spark-
ing rumours that AC/DC 
could be recording a new 
album.

There’s been no official 
statement from the band.

Loudersound

C
hris Cornell’s 
widow recalled 
his “beautiful, 
powerful, in-
c o m p a ra b l e 

presence” at the ceremony 
held to unveil his statue 
last night.

The event took place 
at Seattle’s Museum of Pop 
Culture, and the actual 

unveiling was performed 
by his children Lillian Jean, 
Toni and Christopher.

Describing Nick Mar-
ra’s sculpture as “a focal 
point to keep Chris’ mem-
ory alive,” Vicky Cornell 
said in a speech that “it’s 
a reflection of his light, a 
light that shone through 
his music and touched 

millions; a light that he 
used to illuminate our 
lives; a light that will con-
tinue to inspire those in 
the future.”

“This statue represents 
that light – a beautiful, 
powerful, incomparable 
presence in his hometown 
… worthy of someone a 
special as Chris,” Vicky 

E
x p e r i m e n t a l 
rock band from 
Longleng, Iny-
iushong released 
its debut music 

video ‘Shinglungkuppa’ at 
Mhachaki in Kohima on 
Oct. 8. 

An update issued on 
Oct. 8 stated that the mu-

sic video was officially 
launched by advisor for 
Fire & Emergency Services, 
SIRD, Relief & Rehabilita-
tion Pohwang Konyak dur-
ing a brief function. 

Inyiushong consists 
of Pauloi Phom on vocals, 
Ben and Phomngai Mukho 
on guitars, Baloi Buchem 

on bass and Yongtaumet-
mei on the drums. 

Formed in the year 
2010, the band’s music is 
influenced by heavy metal, 
progressive rock, nu-metal 
and folklore.  

The newly released 
music video ‘Shinglung-
kuppa’ is said to be based 

on Phom Naga folklore and 
talks about the mysteries of 
the fabled log drum. 

Besides friends and 
well wishers, the release 
function was said to have 
been attended by advisor 
for Duda N Bongkhao Kon-
yak and MLA CL John.

EMN

Lawyer has asked me not to talk to media: 
Nana Patekar on Tanushree’s claim

Entries invited for 10th Music 
Awards of Nagaland 2018

Mirza cares for safe work 
ecosystem in company

McCartney loves meeting Beatles bandmates in dreams

Slash: I was sceptical 
about Axl’s AC/DC stint

Chris Cornell’s statue unveiled by his children

Experimental rock band from 
Longleng releases debut music video

noted. “As Seattle’s son he 
paved the way for other 
artists and drew the eyes 
of the world to Seattle. He 
was the voice of a genera-
tion and an artist that con-
tinues to draw us together 
forever. Along with his chil-
dren, I am committed to 
continuing his legacy.”

Last month, a self-ti-
tled album containing 11 
previously unreleased Cor-
nell songs was announced. 
The record will be released 
on Nov. 11. “Since Chris’ 
sudden passing I have put 
all my efforts and energy 
into sharing his music and 
legacy with his fans from 
all over the world,” Vicky 
said at the time. “I felt we 
needed to create a special 
collection to represent all 
of him – the friend, hus-
band and father, the risk 
taker and innovator, the 
poet and artist. His soar-
ing vocals found their way 
into the hearts and souls of 
so many. His voice was his 
vision and his words were 
his peace. This album is for 
his fans.”

Ultimateclassicrock
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Jurgen Klopp

Darren Bravo and Kieron Pollard

Saina Nehwal, PV Sindhu, and Carolina Marin

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, middle, celebrates scoring their first goal with Luis Suarez and Philippe Coutinho in 
Spain on Oct. 7.

AP/PTI

Men’s 10m Air Rifle bronze medalist Aleksa Mitrovic of Serbia, left, gold medalist Grigorii Shamakov of Russia, 
middle, and silver medalist Shahu Tushar Mane of India, pose for a photo at the shooting range in Tecnopolis 
Park during the Youth Olympic Summer Games, in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Sun. Oct. 7.

Barca lose Liga lead to 
Sevilla after draw at Valencia

Russian shooter Shamakov wins 
first gold of 2018 Youth Olympics

Pollard and Darren Bravo back for 
West Indies, Gayle unavailable

Jurgen Klopp blasts ‘senseless’ Nations LeagueCAS lifts provisional suspension of Russian bobsledder Sergeeva

Nadal stays top of ATP rankings

PBL auction: Saina, Sindhu, Marin bag hefty deals

Valencia (Spain), Oct. 8 
(Reuters): Sevilla became 
surprise Liga leaders on 
Sunday after beating visit-
ing Celta Viga 2-1 while 
champions Barcelona 
drew 1-1 at Valencia thanks 
to another Lionel Messi 
strike but are still without 
a victory in their last four 
league games.

Atletico Madrid joined 
Barca on 15 points after 
scraping a 1-0 win at home 
to Real Betis with a late 
strike from substitute An-
gel Correa to climb above 
Real Madrid into third in 
a highly competitive cam-
paign with the top six sepa-
rated by two points.

The Catalans fell be-
hind in the second min-
ute at a bouncing Mes-
talla stadium after dreadful 
defending from a corner 
allowed Argentine defend-
er Ezequiel Garay to stab 
home from close range.

Barca continued to leak 
chances but got a foothold 
in the game thanks to a 
superb strike in the 23rd 
minute from Messi, who 
has been in inspired form 
recently and delivered a 
performance for the ages 
against Tottenham Hot-
spur on Wednesday.

They failed to further 
breach a superbly organ-
ised Valencia, however, 

racking up a run of three 
draws and a defeat in four 
league games, their longest 
stretch without a win since 
2016.

“This season it feels like 
we have to come back in ev-
ery game and we are swim-
ming against the current 
but we know that this is go-
ing to change,” said Barca 
coach Ernesto Valverde.

“You always want to 
win and when you don’t 
you leave with the sensa-
tion that you have dropped 
two points but you have 
to recognise that Valencia 

did a very good job defen-
sively.” Sevilla are top on 
16 points while Barca have 
15 with Atletico Madrid but 
are second due to a better 
goal difference. Real Ma-
drid, beaten 1-0 at Alaves 
on Saturday, are fourth in 
the standings, locked on 14 
points with Espanyol and 
Alaves.

Confident Sevilla
Sevilla midfielder Pablo 
Sarabia headed them to-
wards a fourth league win 
in a row shortly before half-
time, their task made easier 
when Celta’s Mexican de-

fender Nestor Araujo was 
sent off for two bookings 
in two minutes before the 
hour mark.
The hosts’ French striker 
Wissam Ben Yedder dou-
bled the lead by nudging 
the ball home from close 
range in the 61st minute, 
although the goal had to 
be verified by the video as-
sistant referee (VAR) before 
it was awarded.
Celta’s Sofiane Boufal 
scored with an impressive 
long-range strike in the 
85th but it proved only a 
consolation for the mid-

Buenos Aires, Oct. 8 (IANS): Russian 
shooter Grigorii Shamakov has clinched 
the first gold medal of the Buenos Aires 
2018 Youth Olympics by winning the 10m 
boys’ air rifle event.

“I didn’t have the best start but I was 
able to keep calm and improve,” Shamakov 
said on Sunday after he claimed gold with a 
score of 249.2 points, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

“I had a plan to prepare to win the gold 
medal and I’m very happy that I have man-
aged to achieve that.”

Shahu Mane of India took silver with 
247.5, while Aleksa Mitrovic of Serbia won 
bronze with 227.9. China’s Zhang Chang-
hong finished fourth with 205.6 points.

“I didn’t have the best start but I was 
able to keep calm and improve,” Shamakov 
said. “I had a plan to prepare to win the gold 
medal and I’m very happy that I have man-
aged to achieve that.”

“I feel very proud after winning silver 
and happy that I started the medal tally for 

India,” said Mane, who finished 1.7 points 
behind Shamakov.

But for some athletes, results were not 
the most important thing.

“I am the youngest of the entire Peru-
vian team and even though I didn’t shoot 
as well as I would have liked, I’m happy to 
be competing with so many talented shoot-
ers,” Carlos Arze Tassara of Peru said after 
finishing 19th with 599.4.

Host athlete Facundo Firmapaz, who 
finished in 12th place with 616.9, said: “I 
had a difficult start and that made things 
complicated, but I’m proud of how I was 
able to recover and fight back.”

“The fact I had my family and friends 
in the stands felt great and I didn’t feel any 
extra pressure due to that,” he added. 

The competition began with a 60-shot 
qualification round, from which eight 
progressed to the next stage. Athletes were 
then eliminated on a round-by-round ba-
sis before the final two contested the gold 
medal.

New Delhi, Oct. 8 (Reuters): 
West Indies welcomed 
back batsman Darren Bra-
vo and all-rounder Kieron 
Pollard to their limited-
overs squad but opener 
Chris Gayle has decided 
to skip their series in India 
and Bangladesh, Cricket 
West Indies has said.

Bravo, whose stance 
and bat swing is modelled 
on his illustrious cousin 
Brian Lara, returns to the 
West Indies side after a 
two-year gap for the three 
Twenty20 Internationals 
in India.

Pollard, famed for his 
six-hitting prowess, will 
also return after a year out 
to join the Twenty20 team 
for the three-match series 
beginning in Kolkata on 
Nov. 4.

“We will be without our 
stalwart, Chris Gayle, for 
this Indian tour and the 
next tour against Bangla-
desh as he has declined 
selection at this time...” 
Courtney Browne, chair-
man of the selection panel, 
said in a statement late on 
Sunday.

Gayle, 39, is currently 
busy with the Afghanistan 
Premier League and will 
subsequently feature in 
the T10 league, also in the 
United Arab Emirates.

“... however, he has 
made himself available for 
the selection for the visit 
of England to the Carib-

table visitors, who lost for 
the second time this term.

“I would like the season 
to end right now,” said Se-
villa coach Pablo Machin, 
sitting at the summit of La 
Liga for the first time in his 
career. “We are being ruth-
less in front of goal and we 
are feeling confident. We 
know what we’re capable 
of and I will try to keep this 
run going.”

Atletico saw little of the 
ball against Betis but kept 
them at bay with shrewd 
defensive work and had far 
more chances, with Croa-
tian forward Nikola Kalinic 
hitting the woodwork, al-
though they struggled to 
score until Diego Simeone 
shuffled his pack.

Kalinic, who started 
in place of the injured 
Diego Costa, made way 
for Thomas Partey while 
Correa came on for record 
signing Thomas Lemar.

The Argentine won 
possession and played a 
one-two with Partey before 
arrowing the ball home in 
the 74th. “The top teams 
are stronger because they 
have great players that can 
come off the bench, and 
those substitutes at the top 
teams are the ones that 
make the difference when 
a game is very tight,” said 
Atletico coach Simeone.

bean and the CWC (Crick-
et World Cup) in 2019,” 
Browne added.

All-rounder Andre Rus-
sell was also named in the 
Twenty20 squad to be led 
by Carlos Brathwaite but 
will miss the one-day series 
preceding the T20 matches 
with an injury.

West Indies picked 
three uncapped players 
- opener Chandrapaul 
Hemraj, all-rounder Fa-
bian Alen and paceman 
Oshane Thomas - for the 
five-match one-day series 
beginning in Guwahati on 

Oct. 21.
All-rounder Dwayne 

Bravo and spinner Sunil 
Narine were conspicuous-
ly absent as the rumbling 
player-board dispute con-
tinue to affect the team.

West Indies are smart-
ing from their crushing de-
feat by an innings and 272 
runs inside three days in the 
first test in Rajkot and hope 
to put up a better show in 
the second and final test in 
Hyderabad from Friday.

O D I  s q u a d :  Ja s o n 
Holder (captain), Fabian 
Allen, Sunil Ambris, Deven-

dra Bishoo, Chanderpaul 
Hemraj, Shimron Hetmyer, 
Shai Hope, Alzarri Joseph, 
Evin Lewis, Ashley Nurse, 
Keemo Paul, Rovman Pow-
ell, Kemar Roach, Marlon 
Samuels, Oshane Thomas

T20 squad:  Carlos 
Brathwaite (captain), Fa-
bian Allen, Darren Bravo, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Evin 
Lewis, Obed McCoy, Ashley 
Nurse, Keemo Paul, Khary 
Pierre, Kieron Pollard, Rov-
man Powell, Denesh Ram-
din, Andre Russell, Sher-
fane Rutherford, Oshane 
Thomas.

Madrid, Oct. 8 (IANS): 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal con-
tinued to lead the men’s 
Association of Tennis Pro-
fessionals (ATP) world sin-
gles rankings released on 
Monday with 8,260 points, 
ahead of Switzerland’s Rog-
er Federer.

This week’s top 10 re-
mained unchanged ex-
cept for Kevin Anderson 
of South Africa and Grigor 
Dimitrov of Bulgaria, who 
exchanged places to be 
ranked eighth and ninth, 
respectively.

Me a n w h i l e,  G e o r-
gia’s Nikoloz Basilashvili 
jumped 11 positions up 

to the 23rd, after claim-
ing China Open title on 
Sunday.

The current top-10 ATP 
rankings and point scores 
are as follows:

1. Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
8,260 Points

2. Roger Federer (Swit-
zerland) 6,900

3. Novak Djokovic (Ser-
bia) 6,445

4. Juan Martin del Potro 
(Argentina) 6,130

5. Alexander Zverev 
(Germany) 4,755

6. Marin Cilic (Croatia) 
4,535

7.  Dominic  Thiem 
(Austria) 3,825

8.  Kevin Anderson 
(South Africa) 3,640

9. Grigor Dimitrov 

(Bulgaria) 3,620
10. John Isner (United 

States) 3,380.

New Delhi, Oct. 8 (IANS): 
Reigning Olympic cham-
pion Carolina Marin was 
on Monday bought by 
debutant PBL franchise 
Pune 7 Aces, while Indian 
stars Saina Nehwal and 
P.V.Sindhu were picked 
up by Hyderabad Hunters 
and North Eastern War-
riors respectively during 
the Premier Badminton 
League (PBL) auction here 
on Monday.

Saina,  the London 

Olympics bronze medal-
list, was bought as the icon 
player by the North Eastern 
Warriors for Rs 80 lakh. She 
had earlier represented the 
Awadhe Warriors for the 
past three editions.

“PBL Season 4 is com-
ing up. I am really happy 
to know that I am with the 
North Eastern Warriors. So, 
really looking forward to 
play,” Saina said in a Twit-
ter video.

Sindhu, the Rio Olym-

pics silver medallist, will 
feature for the Hyderabad 
franchise after the defend-
ing champions picked her 
up for Rs 80 lakh, while Rio 
gold medallist Carolina 
Marin of Spain also went 
for the same price to Pune. 
World No.9 Sung Ji Hyun 
was snapped up by Chen-
nai Smashers, also for Rs 
80 lakh.

Among the big names 
in men’s badminton, for-
mer World No.1 Victor 

Rafael Nadal

Axelsen of Denmark was 
picked up by Ahmedabad 
Smash Masters for Rs 80 
lakh, while World No.6 
Kidambi Srikanth joined 
Bengaluru Raptor for the 
same amount.

H . S .  Pra n n oy  w a s 
bought by Delhi Dashers 
after a bidding war with 
Mumbai Rockets for Rs 
80 lakh, while South Ko-
rea’s Sung Ji Hyun and Lee 
Yong Dae also went for the 
same amount to Chennai 
Smashers and Mumbai, 
respectively.

The Awadh Warriors 
spent Rs 70 lakh to bag the 
services of South Korean 
Son Wan Ho while Pune 
bought Denmark’s Math-
ias Boe for Rs 50 lakh.

Teenaged sensation 
Lakshya Sen was bought 
by Pune for Rs 11 lakh 
while another youngster 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
went for a whopping Rs 
52 lakh to the Ahmedabad 
Smash Masters.

Berlin, Oct. 8 (Reuters): 
The Court of Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS) said on 
Monday it had lifted the 
provisional suspension 
imposed on bobsledder 
Nadezhda Sergeeva, one 
of two Russian athletes 
to fail doping tests at the 
Pyeongchang Olympics.

S e r g e e v a  t e s t e d 
positive for the banned 
heart condition produce 
trimetazidine two days 
before her race in Py-
eongchang but CAS said 
in a statement on Monday 
that the anti-doping viola-
tion “likely resulted from 
a contaminated product.”

Sergeeva finished 12th 
with Anastasia Kocher-
zhova in the women’s bob-

Liverpool, Oct. 8 (AFP): 
Jurgen Klopp has branded 
the UEFA Nations League 
“the most senseless com-
petition in the world” as 
he prepares to see many 
of his squad leave on in-
ternational duty following 
Liverpool’s drab 0-0 draw 
with Manchester City.

The two sides -- along 
with Chelsea -- are all 
locked on 20 points at the 
top of the Premier League 
table, separated only by 
goal difference after Sun-
day’s matches. Klopp is 
pleased a hectic schedule 
of seven matches in 23 days 
is now over but is unsure 
what the next fortnight will 
bring for his players.

“If somebody would 
have told me after eight 
matchdays you have 20 
points, I would say with 
that fixture list, ‘I’ll buy it, 
let’s start with the ninth 
matchday’,” said Klopp.

“The boys unfortu-
nately go away again now 

Nadezhda Sergeeva

sleigh but her team were 
disqualified as a result of 
the positive doping test.

CAS said Sergeeva ac-
cepted the result of the 
doping test at the time, 

however she had since 
sought to have the suspen-
sion lifted. A final decision 
in the case would be issued 
“as soon as possible”, it 
added.

Russians competed 
as neutrals at the Games 
after the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
suspended the country’s 
Olympic committee in 
December, saying it had 
found evidence of an “un-
precedented systematic 
manipulation” of the anti-
doping system.

The two positive tests 
in Pyeongchang ended 
Russia’s hopes of being 
allowed to fly its flag at the 
Games’ closing ceremony.

Russia, which has re-
peatedly denied state in-
volvement in doping, was 
subsequently readmitted 
by the IOC after all other 
doping tests on its athletes 
were negative.

and have to play Nations 
League games, the most 
senseless competition in 
the world of football.”

Klopp said players 
need a proper break to be 
fresher, pointing to the case 
of Liverpool midfielder 
Jordan Henderson who 
played for England at the 
World Cup in Russia.

“If you want to see 
fresher (players), give them 
a summer break,” he said. 
“For Jordan Henderson 
it was exactly two weeks, 
which is funny. But that’s 
how it is.

“That’s why I say going 
away is not a big problem 
but now you call a man-
ager of any country and 
ask him to leave out one or 
two players and he says, ‘I 
am under pressure as well’ 
because now it’s Nations 
League.

“I don’t exactly know 
what you can win but there 
is some final next summer 
or something so that’s it.”
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Kakhevi scores five as Saptiqa FC rout 
Seiyhazou Hill Boys; Kigwema wins

Ronaldo, Courtois, Godin, 
Firmino, De Bruyne 
named for Ballon d'Or

Ex-Chelsea and England captain Terry hangs up his boots

Sakutemjen Memorial Club, Chungtiayimsen beat Lakhuni Sporting Club

Imchaba Master Memorial Nagaland 
Open Volleyball Trophy underway

Hazard still keen on 'dream' Real Madrid move

NSF Martyrs' Memorial Football Trophy

EM Images

Kakhevi of Saptiqa FC, second from left, celebrates with his teammates after scoring his fourth goal during the second round match of the ongoing 
19th NSF Martyrs' Memorial Trophy at the Kohima local ground on Mon. Oct. 8.

EM Images

Match in progress between Sakutemjen Memorial Club, Chungtiayimsen, in yellow, and Lakhuni Sporting Club at the Multi-Purpose Sports Complex 
in Mokokchung on Mon. Oct. 8.

Kevin De Bruyne

Diego Godin 

John Terry

Real Hazard for Chelsea: Eden Hazard has again stated the lure a move to Real Madrid holds for the Belgian.

Cristiano Ronaldo

Roberto Firmino 

Thibaut Courtois 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
Kakhevi scored five goals 
as Saptiqa FC Zunheboto 
humiliated Seiyhazou Hill 
Boys FC 6-0 during the sec-
ond round match of the 
ongoing 19th NSF Martyrs' 
Memorial Football Trophy 
here at the Kohima local 
ground on Monday.

Zunheboto team play-
ing their first match of 
the tournament relied on 
Kakhevi’s brilliance as he 
scored five goals and as-
sisted a goal during the 
match to help his team 
enter the pre-quarterfinal 
of the tournament. 

In the match, Zunhe-
boto team dominated the 
game with their pace as 
Seiyhazou team nervously 
defended the score. 

It was the solo brilliance 
from Kakhevi who opened 
the scoring for Zunheboto 
team in the 25th minute. 
Then Bosheto latches a 
cross inside the area for him 
to score his second goal in 
the 31st minute.

Kakhevi completed his 
hat-trick in the 33rd minute 
through a spot kick conver-
sion. He was fouled inside 
the area by the defender as 
he took the penalty to score 
his third goal. 

He then unselfishly set 
up Vinoka to score in the 

44th minute to make it 4-0 
at the end of the first half. 

In the second half, Zun-
heboto team continued to 
dominate the game as Aben 
set up Kakhevi to thump 

home his fourth goal in the 
54th minute and added his 
fifth in the 56th minutes of 
the game. 

Kakhevi should have 
scored more in the last 

quarter of the match as his 
teammates fed him with 
the ball inside the area but 
couldn't break through as 
the match ended 6-0 in 
favour of the Zunheboto 

team.
Kigwema Students’ 

Union thrash Viphoma 
M17 FC
Kigwema Students' Union 
blanked Viphoma M17 5-0 

London, Oct. 8 (AFP): Chel-
sea's Eden Hazard has cast 
fresh doubt over his future 
despite a blistering start to 
the season by admitting he 
is still tempted by the child-
hood dream of a move to 
Real Madrid.

Hazard has been in-
strumental in Chelsea's un-
beaten start under Maurizio 
Sarri, scoring eight goals 
in all competitions, as the 
Blues sit joint top of the 
Premier League alongside 
Manchester City and Liv-
erpool.

T h e  B e l g i a n  w a s 
crowned the second best 
player at the World Cup 
and, after leading his coun-

try to third place in Russia, 
stated he felt the time was 
right for a fresh challenge 
with Madrid his preferred 
destination.

"I spoke after the World 
Cup and I said that I think it 
is time to change because I 
played a great World Cup," 
Hazard told the British me-
dia after scoring in Sun-
day's 3-0 victory at South-
ampton.

"I am really in the game, 
I am playing good football 
at the moment.

"Real Madrid is the best 
club in the world. I don't 
want to lie today. It is my 
dream since I was a kid. I 
was dreaming about this 

club.
"We will see. I don't 

want to talk about this ev-
ery day. I don't have time 
but we will talk about my 
future soon."

Real could do with 
Hazard's firepower in the 
absence of the departed 
Cristiano Ronaldo, having 
failed to score in four con-
secutive games for the first 
time since 1985.

Different case to Cour-
tois
Hazard is out of contract 
in 2020, but doesn't want 
to follow the example of 
international team-mate 
Thibaut Courtois in forcing 
his way out of the club.

London, Oct. 8 (Reuters): Former Chelsea 
and England captain John Terry has de-
cided to call time on his playing career after 
23 years in the game.

The central defender has been with-
out a club since leaving Championship 
(second-tier) side Aston Villa following 
their playoff defeat by Fulham at Wembley 
Stadium last season.

“After 23 incredible years as a footballer, 
I have decided now is the right time for me 
to retire from playing,” Terry, 37, wrote on 
his Instagram account on Sunday.

He has been linked by British media 
with a managerial role at Villa Park as the 
number two to former Arsenal and France 
forward Thierry Henry following the sack-
ing of Steve Bruce on Wednesday, with Villa 
now struggling in 15th place.

Terry, a no-nonsense defender who 

Paris, Oct. 8 (IANS): Por-
tugal forward Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Belgium goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois 
and midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne, Uruguay defender 
Diego Godin and Brazil for-
ward Roberto Firmino were 
nominated by France Foot-
ball magazine on Monday 
for the prestigious Ballon 
d'Or awards.

The five players were 
named in the second round 
of the 30-nominee list, join-
ing the first round that in-
cluded Real Madrid pair, 
France forward Karim Ben-
zema and Wales winger 
Gareth Bale, Manchester 
City's forward Sergio Ague-
ro of Argentina, Paris Saint-
Germain forward Edinson 
Cavani of Uruguay and Liv-
erpool goalkeeper Alisson 
Becker of Brazil, reports Efe 
news.

Juventus forward Ron-
aldo, winner of the last two 
editions of the award, will 
be looking forward to win-

ning his sixth award after 
claiming his third straight 
UEFA Champions League 
title with Real Madrid in 
2018 before moving to the 
Italian club.

Real Madrid goalie 
Courtois was named the 
best goalkeeper in the 2018 
World Cup in Russia after 
leading Belgium to finish 
third in this tournament.

Godin managed to win 
the UEFA Europa League 
title in 2018 with Atletico 
Madrid.

Fi r m i n o,  w h o  j u s t 
turned 27, was a finalist 
of the UEFA Champions 
League with Liverpool 
while De Bruyne, 27, won 
the English Premier League 
with Manchester City.

Throughout the day, 
the online edition of the 
magazine will progressively 
unveil the remaining 20 
candidates for the prize.

The winner of the award 
will be announced at a cer-
emony on December 3.

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , O c t .  8 
(EMN): The 13th Imchaba 
Master Memorial Naga-
land Open Volleyball Tro-
phy 2018 got underway at 
the Multi-Purpose Sports 
Complex in Mokokchung 
on Mon. Oct. 8.

The tourney was kicked 
off by M. Bendangnukshi 
Longkumer, Senior Advi-
sor MCCI as the inaugural 
Patron.

The tournament is or-
ganised by Mokokchung 
District Volleyball Associa-

tion (MDVA).
Eight teams including a 

team from outside the dis-
trict are participating in the 
event. The teams are Sosang 
Club, Longpayimsen; Waro-
mong Sports Association 
(Jangjanglong Club); Sa-
kutemjen Memorial Club, 
Chungtiayimsen; Lakhuni 
Sporting Club, Sporting 
Club, Koralong; Dolphin 
Club, Mekuli; Changtongya 
Volleyball Association, and 
Young Spiker, Tuensang.

In the opening match, 
defending champion Sa-

kutemjen Memorial Club, 
Chungtiayimsen beat Lak-
huni Sporting Club 25-20; 
25-13; 25-15.

Earlier, the patron en-
couraged the players to 
lead a disciplined life, say-
ing that discipline in not 
only essential for the sport-
sperson but is required in 
every aspect in life.

He also asserted that 
discipline is the first step 
towards success in life.

He also opined that 
Mokokchung needs a 
better playground spe-

cially dedicated to sports 
activities as the current 
playground, Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex is used 
for both social and sports 
event.

Update from the or-
ganiser informed that 
matches for Day-2 (Oct. 9) 
will start from 10 am. The 
first match will be played 
between Sosang Club So-
sang Club, Longpayimsen 
and Waromong Sports As-
sociation ( Jangjanglong 
Club) followed by five more 
matches.

in the first match of the 
day to enter the pre-quar-
terfinal of the tournament. 
Viphoma team who earlier 
beat NU Kohima Campus 
were no match for KSU 
team as they outsmarted 
the opponent and send 
them home in the second 
round of the tournament. 

KSU should have scored 
more but lack of compo-
sure from the striker's end 
and heroic saves from the 
goalkeeper Peteneizo Mere 
saved some blushes for the 
team in the second half.  

In the match, Shürho-
tole Pfükha opened the 
account for KSU in the 23rd 
minute and Vichüto Phira 
doubled the lead in the 31st 
minute to make it 2-0 in the 
first half. 

Ro k u o s a t o  T h o r i e 
found the back of the net 
in the 51st minute and Phi-
ra added his second goal 
through a header in 53rd 
minute. Thorie made it 5-0 
in the 63rd minute to finish 
the game. 

With the win, KSU will 
take on Saptiqa FC Zun-
heboto FC on October 13 
in their pre-quarterfinal 
match.

Tuesday’s matches 
Young Kickers FC vs Khu-

zama Y.O at 12 pm
Modern College FC vs 
Senapati FC at 2pm

won 78 England caps, left Chelsea in 2017 
after 19 seasons at the west London club 
where he won 17 trophies, including five 
Premier League titles, five FA Cup triumphs 
and three League Cup trophies.

Terry also won both a Champions 
League and Europa League winners’ medal 
although he did not appear in either final, 
having been suspended for the 2012 Eu-
ropean Cup triumph and injured for the 
Europa League success the following year.

After he announced his retirement, 
Chelsea wrote on Twitter: “Twenty-two 
years as a Blue. Fifteen major trophies. One 
of the finest careers of any Englishman in 
the history of the game. Enjoy your retire-
ment, JT.”

Captain Terry
Terry joined Chelsea in 1995 and made 

his England debut in June 2003, with Jose 

Mourinho making him captain at Stamford 
Bridge when he took over as manager in 
2004. Terry captained his country 34 times 
after first taking the armband in 2005.

“As a 14-year-old, I made my best and 
biggest decision: to sign for Chelsea Foot-
ball Club,” he added in his Instagram post. 
“Words will never be enough to show how 
much everyone at the club means to me, in 
particular the fans.”

Terry was reluctant to leave Chelsea but 
took up the challenge of trying to lead for-
mer European champions Villa back to the 
top flight, just missing out in the Wembley 
playoff.

“I also want to say a huge thank you to 
Aston Villa for giving me the opportunity 
to play at such a big club and captain it 
throughout the 2017/18 season,” he added 
on Sunday.

“It was a privilege to represent such a 
renowned football club with great fans.

“I look forward to the next chapter in 
my life and the challenges ahead.”

Courtois had just a year 
to run on his contract, low-
ering his transfer value, 
when he refused to return 
to pre-season training with 
Chelsea before sealing a 
move to Real in August.

"I don’t want that," 
Hazard said. "I want what’s 
good for me, but I want 
what's good for the club 
because the club has given 
me everything.

"I don't want to say: 
'Yes, I am signing a new 
contract' and then in the 
end I don't end up signing. 
So I will see.

"Sometimes in my 
head, I wake up in the 
morning and think I want 
to go. Sometimes I think 
I want to stay. It is a hard 
decision. It is my future. I 
am 27 and I will turn 28 in 
January."

Madrid have won the 
Champions League for the 
past three seasons, while 
Chelsea failed to even qual-
ify for Europe's premier 
club competition this sea-
son after finishing sixth in 
the Premier League.

However, Hazard in-
sisted it is not trophies, but 
the enjoyment he gets from 
his football that will be the 
determining factor in his 
decision. And he is thriving 
in Sarri's more expansive 
set-up after two seasons 
under the more cautious 
approach of Antonio Conte.

"It is not trophies. Of 
course, when you play, you 
want to win," added Haz-
ard. "But I just want to enjoy 
things on the pitch, like I 
am at the moment. Then I 
am happy."


