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Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , O c t . 7 
(EMN): Eminent Gandhian 
Natwar Thakkar, popu-
larly known as Nagaland's 
Gandhi, passed away at the 
Apollo Hospital in Guwa-
hati on Sunday morning 
at around 7:10 am. He was 
86 and a recipient of the 
Padma Shree award.   

Thakkar is survived by 
his wife Lentina Ao, who is 
also a Padma Shree, a son 
and two daughters.

According to Thakkar’s 
son, Dr. Aotoshi, his father 
was rushed to Eden Medi-
cal Centre in Dimapur on 
Sep. 11 and later referred to 
Apollo Hospital in Guwa-
hati on September 19 after 
he complained of uneasi-
ness in his body ‘because 
of chest problem and dia-
betes.’ He was kept in the 
intensive care unit at both 
the hospitals.

The son further in-
formed that though his 
father showed signs of 
improvement initially, his 
health condition started 
declining from Saturday 
morning when his blood 
pressure started going 
down and both his kidneys 
stopped functioning.

It was informed that a 
condolence service would 
be held at Sarania Ashram 
in Assam to pay last hom-
age to the late Gandhian 
by well-wishers after which 
the mortal remains will be 
taken to his Ashram in Chu-
chuyimlang village later in 

the evening. Funeral will 
be held on Tuesday, it was 
informed.  
A brief biographical note 
on Thakkar:
Thakkar, more common-
ly called as Natwar bhai, 
was born on Oct. 9, 1932 
to Gujarati parents late 
Chhabildas and Leelawati 
at Dahanu, a small town in 
Thane district, on the west-
ern coast of Maharashtra.

Inspired by the up-
surge of nationalism in his 
younger days, he volun-
teered to go to Nagaland 
with a mission of service; 
and eventually made Naga-
land his home. Thakkar was 
only 23-years-old when he 
reached Chuchuyimlang 
in the Naga Hills of those 
days in pursuance of this 
goal to promote goodwill 
and emotional integration 
through voluntary social 

service on Gandhian lines.
However, political un-

rest took a violent turn 
within a few months of 
Thakkar’s arrival at Chu-
chuyimlang. A reign of vio-
lent clash between Naga 
freedom fighters and In-
dian military might was its 
peak all over Nagaland and 
there was constant fear and 
a sense of insecurity per-
vaded in every village.

Nevertheless, he found-
ed the Nagaland Gandhi 
Ashram at Chuchuyimlang 
village in Mokokchung dis-
trict in 1955 under the aus-
pices of Bharatiya Adimjati 
Sevak Sangha and worked 
as its chief functionary.

Notably, Thakkar’s life 
was also exposed to seri-
ous threats. But true to his 
idealism he went round 
the neighbouring villages 
and exhorted the villagers 

to strive in favour of peace. 
He was instrumental in 
removing misunderstand-
ings between the ordinary 
villagers and the govern-
ment establishment, which 
averted many ugly situa-
tions.

Natwar Thakkar is 
one of the few non-Nagas 
whose name is known in 
many parts of Nagaland 
and is generally admired. 
In a conservative, closed-
society of Nagaland it is an 
important gain, his very 
survival for such a long 
time, raising the banner of 
Gandhi and national inte-
gration was in itself a major 
achievement. Indifferent 
to routine worldly gains, he 
worked in unfamiliar and 
complex surroundings in 
the midst of heavy odds 
and constant resistance. 

Thakkar was also chris-
tened Gandhi of Naga-
land by his admirers for 
his relentless endeavour 
to spread Gandhian phi-
losophy and principles of 
peace in the northeast-
ern state. He also worked 
under many committees 
constituted to work for the 
weaker section of the soci-
ety under government of 
India.

His 62-year-old ashram 
at Chuchuyimlang village 
is the ultimate testament 
to his social service, which 
continues to draw visitors 
from across the country 
and occasionally from 
abroad.

Acharya and Rio share grief 
Governor PB Acharya issued a 
statement on Sunday mourn-
ing the death of ‘a good human 
being, freedom fighter, noted 
social worker and a personal 
friend.’ 

“I had visited his Ashram in 
the year 1965 during my maiden 
visit to Northeast after the dis-
astrous Chinese aggression in 
1962. His demise is a personal 
loss to me,” Achraya said in the 
statement. Thakkar, he said, 
was the frontrunner in foster-
ing "goodwill and emotional 
integration through voluntary 
social service" among the people 
of Nagaland, using Gandhian 
principles.

“I convey my heartfelt con-
dolence to the members of the 
bereaved family and pray to 
Almighty God to grant strength 
and solace to bear the irrepara-
ble loss,” the statement read. 

In a separate condolence let-
ter, Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
expressed pained at the passing 
of Thakkar.” He worked selflessly 
to spread the ideals of Mahatma 
Gandhi and in the course of his 
social and humanitarian ac-
tivities, he became a renowned 
Gandhian. He was also the re-
cipient of numerous awards 
including the Padma Shree in 
1999 in recognition of his service 
to the people.

“In his demise, Nagas in par-
ticular have lost a friend and 
guide who left the comforts of his 
home in Maharashtra to come 
to Nagaland and work for the 
people. I express deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved family 
and pray that Almighty God will 
bestow you with strength and 
solace. May the departed soul 
rest in eternal peace,” Rio said. 

(More condolence messages 
in page 2)

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): The Lotha has en-
dorsed the proposal for creation of a new 
district of Bhandari out of the present Wokha 
district. A statement from the Lotha Hoho on 
Sunday informed that this decision, among 
others, was taken during a general meeting 
of the ‘Lotha public’ at Wokha town on Oct. 2.

It might be noted that a delegation 
named the Bhandari district demand com-
mittee had on Oct. 27, 2017 met the then 
chief minister of Nagaland, TR Zeliang asking 
the state government to upgrade Bhandari 
sub-division to a district. 

“The house endorsed the proposal for 
creation of a new district of Bhandari and for 
which a subcommittee, consisting of mem-
bers from Bhandari, Lotha Middle Range, 
Lotha Upper Range and Lotha Hoho, is to be 
constituted. The committee shall prepare an 
authentic report for presentation to the state 
government,” the Lotha Hoho statement on 
Sunday read.   

It also ‘reaffirmed’ its earlier resolution 
not to allow the implementation of the pro-
posed Nagaland Special Development Zone 
‘in its present form’ within Wokha district. 
“As also hinted in the meeting of Lotha Hoho 
with the NSCN/GPRN at Dimapur on the 8th 
Sept. 2018, the Lotha tribe will not allow any 
of its territory to be used as landing ground 
for rehabilitation. 

“The alignment for any proposed rail-
way line through Wokha district is to be 
surveyed along with the Lotha Hoho and 
concerned landowners (sic), and alignment 
to be allowed only through Ralan to Baghty 
to Tsurang valley,” it stated.

Further, it ‘unanimously reaffirmed’ its 
support to the earlier resolutions of Lotha 
Hoho and villages that the Wokha-Merapani 
road project should be implemented ‘as per 
specifications.’ 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): In an embarrass-
ing development for the Raj Bhavan, the 
Naga Students’ Federation has accused 
the governor’s office of betraying the 
student community by backtracking on 
a reported assurance of cash prizes to 
quiz competition winners on this year’s 
Gandhi Jayanti.

The NSF issued a statement on Sun-
day claimed that the governor’s office, 
through the vice chancellor of Nagaland 
University and the director of Higher 
Education, had directed all the govern-
ment colleges in Nagaland to organise 
district-level quiz competitions on ‘the 
life and works of Mahatma Gandhi.’ 

It claimed that the Raj Bhavan had as-
sured to give the first three winners from 
each district cash prizes of INR 15,000, 
INR 10,000 and INR 5000 respectively on 
Oct. 2 at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima.

However, the winners were only given 
a certificate and a book each ‘citing no 
reason for the inability to give the prize 
money’, it stated. 

“Therefore, the federation appeals 
upon the highest office of the state which 
is highly revered and honoured by all to 
clarify the matter or give away the award 
as assured earlier to the participants and 
the students community at the earliest 
possible time,” the statement read.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 9 (EMN): The 
Nagaland University Stu-
dents’ Union of Lumami 
campus has questioned the 
state government, especial-
ly the department of Higher 
and Technical Education, 
for its failure to disburse 
postgraduate scholarship 
for the year 2017-18. 

The union expressed 
resentment at what it stated 
was the department’s con-
sistent failure and trend 
of the department to dis-
burse yearly scholarship. 
According to the union, the 
state’s Higher and Technical 

Education department was 
depriving students of their 
rights as well as hampering 
the academic growth of the 
student community at the 
same time.

In mid-August this year, 
it informed, the union of-
ficials met the department 
authorities to discuss the 
issue of scholarship delay 
“and to our dismay it was 
found that the scholarship 
forms of the students have 
been rejected on the basis 
that the students’ percent-
age did not fulfil the criteria 
for merit scholarship. 

“But, this was not the 

case as most of the stu-
dent's percentage was eli-
gible for merit scholarship. 
After a thorough delibera-
tion, the authorities assured 
that they'll probe into the 
matter and deny no stu-
dents of their rightful schol-
arship. However, it has been 
a month and a half and 
there has been no sign of 
positive development from 
the concerned authorities,” 
according to the union.

It asked the department 
concerned ‘how long will it 
take to re-verify the scholar-
ship forms and disburse the 
scholarship to the students.’ 

It stated that the depart-
ment was well apprised of 
the fact that most students 
rely on their scholarship for 
payment of their annual 
fees and fulfilling other aca-
demic needs. 

Vowing to ‘stand and 
safeguard the interest of 
the students’ community,’ 
the union asked the depart-
ment to clarify on the issue 
and disburse scholarship 
at the earliest; failing to do 
so would result in further 
course of action for which 
department and state gov-
ernment will solely be held 
responsible, it warned. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 7 (EMN): As the 
year’s wildlife week observation 
comes to a close on Oct. 8 with 
the department of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
organising various activities 
involving awareness campaigns 
and wildlife conservation in 
the past 6 days, the question 
of whether Nagaland and its 
people are contributing towards 
conservation of wildlife in the 
best of ways remains pertinent. 

The theme for the World 
Wildlife Week 2018 is ‘Big Cats: 
Predators under Threat’. As far 
as big cats are concerned, four 
species are reported to be found 
in India: the Gir Lion, Bengal 
tiger, Indian leopard and Snow 
leopard. 

According to current official 
records, Nagaland has a scanty 
number of leopards but no tiger 
recorded in the recent times al-
though sightings were reported 
from different parts of the state. 
The Nagaland Zoological Park 
at Rangapahar in Dimapur has 
one lone female Royal Bengal 
tiger and two leopards. Depart-
ment officials attribute the sharp 
decline in number of the state’s 
big cats to traditional hunt-
ing practices, fragmentation of 
habitat and forestland due to 
urbanisation, deforestation for 
developmental activities such as 
road construction etc. 

Therefore, in general, big 
cats face many threats: from 

hunting/poaching, habitat loss, 
human-animal conflicts, to il-
legal wildlife trade, which have 
turned these feline predators 
into victims today. World Wild-
life Week this year hopes to raise 
global awareness on their plight 
and increase their chances of 
survival.

In Nagaland, it has been 
learnt that a tiger census survey 
is being carried out for the first 
time, jointly by the National 
Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA) and the state’s Forest 
department. The department is 
anticipating positive news from 
this survey.

Hunting has been one of the 
earliest forms of occupation and 
a necessity for survival for the 
Nagas in the early times, while 
also intertwining itself with a tra-
ditional bend that a man’s skill 
and prowess were determined 
by his hunting trophies. Al-
though there has been a visible 
change in the people’s outlook 
through conservation efforts, 
many are yet to be completely 
detached from their old ways 
and the meat of (hunted) wild 
animals continues to find its way 
to the Naga kitchen.

Communities and villages 
have stepped forward to con-
serve their forests and wildlife, 
but the notion of gifting the 
meat of wild animals to bu-
reaucrats or VIPs in order to 
gain favours is still prevalent. 
Hunting is still rampant mainly 

due to the fact that there are still 
takers/buyers, who are ignorant 
or unaware that they are party 
to the dwindling wildlife in the 
state. 

An officer of the Forest de-
partment speaking to Eastern 
Mirror on Sunday, confirmed 
to this and lamented that it was 
‘very sad’ to notice that many of-
ficers and ‘educated people still 
enjoy accepting such gifts.’

In addition to this, it was 
learnt that the meat of a stag 
(venison) was served to the 
VIPs during the celebration of 
Yemshe Mini-Hornbill Festival 
in Meluri on October 4 and 
5th. The event was organised 
by the state government and 
the Pochury Hoho. There were 
reports of selling of wild boar 
meat and other wild animals 
including some species of exotic 
birds as well, however, this could 
not be confirmed.

Dr. Sapu Changkija from Na-
galand University, an ardent en-
vironmentalist, in 2016, brought 
out a book on ‘Biodiversity of 
Nagaland’ which documents 
the diversity of resources of 
plants and animals in the state. 
A checklist in his book reveals 
that the state currently is home 
to only 67 common wild animals 
and 519 bird species. With forest 
inhabitants being an indica-
tion of a healthy ecosystem and 
influential in maintaining the 
delicate balance in the ecosys-
tem, perhaps, time has come to 
start educating the people who 
remain ignorant of this vital 
reality, from the top-to-bottom 
instead of the bottom-to-up 
system that is in practice.

Awareness in conservation 
amongst the citizens, improve-
ment and conservation of exist-
ing forests will help to protect 
these species, according to an 

official of the department.
On human-animal conflict, 

he said man-elephant conflicts 
occur in several villages un-
der Wokha and Mokokchung 
besides human conflict with 
other animals. He expressed ap-
prehension that such conflicts 
are likely to increase as people 
encroach into their (animals) 
habitats more and more.

On community conserva-
tion efforts, he informed that 
they were picking up pace and 
there were many community 
conserved areas now, both tradi-
tionally conserved and recently 
declared. While the status of 
many of them were not avail-
able, Sendenyu, Old Jalukie, 
Pangti, Sukhai, Yaongyimchen 
villages are some few examples. 
The wildlife wing of the depart-
ment is said to be facilitating 
these community reserves by 
channelling financial assistance 

from the government.
In regard to the depart-

ment’s efforts and initiatives to 
conserve wildlife, the official 
maintained that there is a sepa-
rate wildlife wing within the de-
partment, headed by a principal 
chief conservator of forests, and 
constituted solely to support 
the conservation of wildlife. The 
activities of this wildlife wing 
include: conducting regular 
wildlife awareness programmes 
in schools, villages and inter-de-
partmental levels, with the po-
lice, the administration and the 
judiciary; celebration of several 
important days such as Wildlife 
Week, World Environment Day 
etc.; provide compensation for 
damages to property due to 
wildlife, eg., human-elephant 
conflict; conduct periodical 
highway patrolling and market 
checks – where there is presence 
of illegal wildlife trading and 
cross-border trade in wildlife 
articles; the Ranghapahar Zoo in 
Dimapur is an effort to educate 
the public about wildlife while 
also providing asylum to in-
jured and rescued wild animals; 
sensitise and create awareness 
about wildlife laws among the 
people. 

With 88.03% of forests in the 
state under the control of indi-
viduals and communities and 
the remaining 11.7% under the 
control of the state government 
(as per forest department data), 
wildlife conservation (for both 
flora and fauna) efforts in Naga-
land cannot succeed without the 
hands-on involvement of local 
communities. 

Some prominent awards and commendations:   
Awarded the Governor of Nagaland Commendation certificate in 

1964
Indira Gandhi National Integration Award 1994 for outstanding 

contribution to the cause of national integration 
National Citizen’s Award 1995 for unique contribution presented by 

Mother Teresa on the 2nd March 1996
Mahatma Gandhi Award 1996 instituted by the government of 

Meghalaya in recognition of services rendered to Naga people
Padma Shree Award for 1999 
Diwaliben Award 2000 for ‘pioneering work in tribal welfare and 

promoting national integration’
First recipient of ‘Siu ka Pha’ national award instituted by the 

government of Assam
Conferred ‘Lifetime Service to Naga People Award’ on 29th Dec., 2009 

at Chuchuyimlang, by the Chuchuyimlang Senso Mungdang 
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‘Nagaland’s Gandhi’ Natwar Thakkar dies at 86 Lotha Hoho gives 
nod to Bhandari 
district demand 

Where is the money? NSF quizzes 
governor on 'missing' cash awards 

NU students decry delay in disburse of  scholarship   

World wildlife week: ‘Paws’ a little for the big cats 
Despite growing awareness, wildlife 

continue to find way into the Naga kitchen

File photo: Natwar Thakkar

A file picture of the lone female Royal Bengal tiger, named 
Karthika, inside the Nagaland Zoological Park in Dimapur.  



WEATHER REPORT ( OCT. 7)
Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 33 23 25.6 91 NIL

KOHIMA 24.8 14.3 18.2 73 NIL

WOKHA 21.6 15.8 20.5 98 NIL

ZBT 22.3 15.2 18.8 89 NIL

MON 30.4 20.2 20.5 91 6

TUENSANG 23 19 18.4 89 NIL

MKG 24.4 18 19 81 NIL

PHEK 24.2 15.6 16 94 1.8

KIPHIRE 24 17 19.1 84 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28 16 19.9 82 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27.6 19 19.8 68 NIL

JALUKIE 28 14 17.3 81 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 30.2 21.6 23.7 81 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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Chef Joel Basumatari (left) and Imna at the ‘Slow Food- Food for Change’ pop up kitchen on October 7.

EM Images

Resource person along with the students of Kohima College during the workshop on research methodology.

NStCB officials and village development board members pose for a group photo after the financial literacy programme in Shamator on 
October 3.

NVCO urges goverment 
to curb pilfering of LPG 

Kohima College organises workshop 

Village gets its first healthcare service

Nerhema society 
donates waiting shed 

Village functionaries sensitised on financial literacy 

Welfare Society promotes organic farming 

NSCN (R) 
mourns demise

TR Zeliang and BJP mourn demise

Students trained on molecular biology

Luhevi village declared ODF
Chefs to showcase Naga cuisines in Japan 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
With escalation in the pric-
es of Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG) coupled with 
certain elements resorting 
to black marketing becom-
ing an order of the day, 
Nagaland Voluntary Con-
sumer Society (NVCO) has 
questioned the role of state 
government and district 
administration in mitigat-
ing the plight of common 
man.

In a press release, 
NVCO press and media cell 
questioned the state gov-
ernment particularly the 
district administration on 
the shortage of LPG which 
has become the order of 
the day. It alleged that due 
to black marketing, price 
of LPG per cylinder has 
shoot up to INR 1600 in 
the state capital Kohima as 
compared to the rate of Di-
mapur which cost INR 1400 

whereas the actual rate 
with gas card with recent 
hiked was INR 940.

NVCO questioned the 
government as to why they 
could not understand the 
huge gap between the ‘de-
mand’ and ‘supply’ of LPG 
cylinders.

NVCO had cited in-
stance in which an old citi-
zen from Kohima had ap-
proached its president with 
sample of three medicines 
prescribed by an Ayurvedic 
doctor stating that he had 
spent INR 18000 for small 
quantity of medicines with-
out any receipt and label 
indicating date of manu-
facture and expiry date.

It informed that the 
doctor simply put down the 
phone when its president 
attempted to intervene into 
the case.

Referring to recent case 
in which Popular Bakery 

was found selling expired 
Lychee and Nata De Coco 
juice in Kohima town, 
NVCO has termed as ‘un-
reasonable’ on the part of 
proprietor replicating to 
illiteracy of its employees.

NVCO has asked the 
Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) and designated 
Food Safety Officer, Ko-
hima, to speed it up the 
investigation for safety of 
consumers. While con-
demning the action of 
Popular Bakery, PR Hill, Ko-
hima, for playing with lives 
of the people especially the 
citizens of Kohima, NVCO 
has asked the consumers 
to be ‘more alert’ and check 
the date of expiry and other 
information before buy-
ing it.

NVCO has meanwhile 
appreciated the initiative 
of the Tuesang Chamber 
of Commerce & Industries 

(TCCI) to build a much-
needed Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU) at the District Hospi-
tal in Tuesang, which would 
also benefit Mon, Longleng 
and Kiphire. 

“For many years the 
government remain a silent 
spectators as far as bring-
ing ICU to District Hospital 
is concerned for the four 
eastern Nagaland districts 
but the government par-
ticularly the concerned 
department remained very 
corrupt as in one incident 
the record shows the sum 
of more than INR 16 crores 
was spent for procuring 
ICU machine but in real-
ity the department had 
spent the sum of INR 5 
crore only,” NVCO alleged. 
It asked the department to 
justify to public where the 
remaining money amount-
ing to more than 11 crores 
had gone.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
A one-day workshop on 
research methodology was 
organised by the Research 
Cell of Kohima College, Ko-
hima, with Dr. Seyiekhrielie 
Whiso, assistant professor 
and IQAC coordinator, Sci-
ence College, Jotsoma, as 
resource person.

“Research Methodol-
ogy is a specific technique 
of selecting the right tools 
to analyse data,” stated Dr. 
Watijungshi, KCK’s princi-
pal in his keynote address. 
He encouraged the college 
teachers to focus on re-
search work as the quality 
of a college depends on its 
teachers and that research 
activities carry a huge plus 
point during NAAC assess-
ments which strives for 
“quality.”

Dr. Eunice Alinger, sec-
retary of Research Cell, KCK, 
while outlining on the im-
portance of the workshop, 
stated that the Research Cell, 
KCK, initiated the workshop 
for various reasons. She also 
stated that no Indian Uni-
versity has a place at the 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): A 
small village in Phek dis-
trict has now a healthcare 
centre. The mission direc-
tor of the National Health 
Mission for Nagaland, Dr. 
Kevichusa Medikhrü, in-

augurated a sub-centre at 
Leshemi village in Phek 
on Oct. 6. It was the first 
healthcare facility that was 
provided for the villagers of 
Leshemi, available infor-
mation said. 

Addressing the villag-
ers, Medikhrü called upon 
them to take ownership 
of the health centre and 
make it their responsibility 
in maintaining and also in 
extending their full cooper-

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
In a noble gesture, the 
Vitho Society Nerhema 
had constructed a wait-
ing shed and handed at 
Community Health Centre 
(CHC) Chiephobozou un-
der Kohima district. The 
waiting shed was formally 
inaugurated on October 5 
by the chairman of Ner-
hema Village Council, Dei-
zolie Virie. 

A press release from 
the Vitho Society Nerhema 
stated that the waiting shed 
was a much needed amen-
ity for the patients seeking 
medical care in the CHC, 
Chiephobozou circle cov-
ers 29 villages.

While inaugurating the 
waiting shed, Nerhema 
village council chairman, 

Virie, has lauded Vitho So-
ciety for the noble service. 
He stated that the service 
rendered by the society 
would serve as an example 
for all to follow. 

The inaugural pro-
gramme was attended by 
senior medical officer of 
the CHC, Dr. Neilalhoulie 
Mezatsu, along and his 
staff; chairman of Chie-
phobozou town council 
Visakuolie Kiewhuo and 
chairman of Nerhe Model 
Village Chairman, Zasebei-
zolie Rulho.

The president of Vitho 
Society, Ruokuoselhou 
Kiewhuo, in his closing 
remarks, asked the com-
munity to properly utilise 
the waiting shed and take 
care of it as their own.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): Nagaland 
State Cooperative Bank (NStCB), in 
collaboration with BDO Shamator, 
organised a financial literacy camp 
for village development boards 
(VDBs) on October 3 in Shamator 
town.

In a meeting chaired by Nung-
sangtsungba, SO, the welcome ad-
dress was delivered by Helimong, 
president of VDBs’ Union Shama-

tor, wherein he thanked the NStCB 
and BDO for organising such pro-
gramme to create awareness among 
the villagers. 

A DIPR report stated that VK 
Disong, AGM, NSCB, emphasised on 
how VDB could act as mini bank in 
a village thereby reliving the villagers 
from the clutches of money lenders. 
He also shared various schemes of-
fered by the banks. 

Takotoshi Jamir, BDO Shamator, 
in his speech, asked the villagers to 
maintain books of account properly 
and to speed up opening of bank 
account under job cards. 

Shamator block covers 10 vil-
lages and NSCB covers the whole of 
Tuensang district with one branch in 
Tuensang town. The meeting ended 
with vote of thanks was delivered by 
BDO Shamator.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN):  Charity Wel-
fare Society (CWS) based in Khezhak-
eno has organised an awareness 
programme on organic farming on 
October 6 in Phek town with Neilo 
Koza, agriculture officer, as the re-
source person. 

Speaking on the occasion, Koza 
stressed on the integrated farming for 
sustainability, enhancement of soil 
fertility and biological diversity. He also 
dwelt on prohibiting use of synthetic 
pesticides, antibiotics, chemical ferti-
lisers etc. Explaining on the advantages 

of organic farming, he stated that the 
society would continue to organise 
such programme till October 10. The 
programme was chaired by Veprutso 
Nyekha, while the invocation was led 
by pastor Vichosa and the benediction 
was said by Chikha Koza.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
NSCN (R) has mourned 
the demise of its tatar Ihovi 
Kinny, son of Nguhevi Kinny 
of Sumi-Settsu village, who 
passed away on October 6 
at the North Eastern Indira 
Gandhi Regional Institute of 
Health and Medical Scienc-
es (NEIGRIHMS), Shillong.

NSCN (R) statement 
issued by its MIP has de-
scribed Ihovi as a dedicated 
national worker who com-
promised with all the com-
forts of life to stand and 
fight for the national cause 
since the day he joined the 
national service in 2005. 

NSCN (R) has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
Leader of opposition, TR 
Zeliang, has condoled the 
demise of Natwar Thakkar, 
popularly known as Nat-
war Bhai, who breathed his 
last on October 7 at Apollo 
International Hospital, Gu-
wahati.

Born in the year 1932 in 
the coastal Dahanu town 
in Maharashtra, Zeliang 
recounted that Natwar mi-
grated and settled in Na-
galand at the age of 23 year 
working for social causes. 
Natwar founded the Na-
galand Gandhi Ashram in 
Chuchuyimlang village un-
der Mokokchung district. 

Zeliang stated that Nat-
war Thakkar was instru-
mental in imparting various 
vocational training to the 
local youth. He has attrib-
uted the efforts of Natwar 
towards establishing an ex-

tension centre of National 
Institute of Electronics and 
Information Technology at 
Chuchuyimlang village in 
2006. 

“A true follower of the 
Gandhian principles, he 
exemplified these principles 
through his selfless deeds 
throughout his life,” Zeliang 
stated adding he was con-
ferred Padma Shree award in 
the year 1999 for his tireless 
service by the Government 
of India. Zeliang also stated 
that Natwar was conferred 
the Indira Gandhi Award for 
national integration in the 
year 1994 for his endeavour 
towards emotional inte-
gration through voluntary 
social service. 

In a condolence mes-
sage to Lentina Ao and chil-
dren, Zeliang has expressed 
grief and sorrow on the 
demise and prayed to the 

Almighty God to grant the 
solace in their hour of grief. 
He has further prayed for 
the departed soul to rest in 
peace.
BJP:  State unit  of  the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has expressed sorrow on the 
demise of Natwar Thakkar, 
who passed away on Octo-
ber 7 in Guwahati at 7 am.

BJP media cell stated 
that Natwar founded the 
Nagaland Gandhi Ashram 
at Chuchuyimlang village 
in Mokokchung district and 
was named Nagaland’s Gan-
dhi for his efforts to spread 
Gandhian philosophy.

The state BJP president, 
Temjen Imna Along, on be-
half of the all rank and file 
of the party, has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest 
in peace.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): A total of 15 stu-
dents pursuing their master’s degree from 
Kohima Science College, Jotsoma, were 
trained on molecular biology held in Bio-
technology Hub, Nagaland Science & 
Technology Council (NASTEC), Kohima, on 
October 3 and 4. 

The programme was jointly organised by 
NASTEC and National Centre for Biological 
Sciences (NCBS) under Chemical Ecology 
Programme (NER). The resource persons 
were research scholars from NCBS, Ban-
galore. 

The students were introduced to the 
field of molecular biology and its tech-
niques. Basic techniques like DNA extrac-

tion from plant source and blood, primer 
designing for PCR, sample preparation and 
agarose gel electrophoresis were taught. 
The operational and functional aspects of 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) machine 
were taught to the students. 

The students were trained to handle 
the machine individually and develop pro-
grammes for their own experiments.  

Dr. Nesatalu Hiese, scientist, stated 
that students were given the opportunity 
to get familiarised with the latest trends 
in the field of molecular biology and its 
equipments thus making them capable 
of conducting and designing their own 
experiments. 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): Luhevi village ob-
served the National Rural Swachh Bharat 
Mission on the occasion of Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s 149th birth anniversary for sanitation 
and cleanliness awareness programme 
organised by WATSAN on October 2.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. LK Achu-
mi, head GB, stated that human life needs a 
healthy life and emphasised on maintain-

ing good sanitation, cleanliness, drinking 
clean water and proper toilets to prevent 
various diseases and sickness.  He further 
led the public in clearing the village and its 
surroundings to keep it neat and clean since 
declaring Luhevi village as a clean, green and 
smoking free village on October 24, 2014. 

Meanwhile, chairman of WATSAN also 
thanked Dr. LK Achumi for providing toilets.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 7: To pro-
mote Naga cuisines at the 
world arena, Slow Food 
Community Nagaland 
(SFCN) has announced 
to depute members at the 
upcoming ‘Terre Madre’ 
scheduled in Japan in 2020.

This was announced 
by SFCN founding mem-
ber and popular chef from 
Nagaland Joel Basumatari 
and Imna of Modern Apron 
during a pop up kitchen 
themed as “slow food- food 
for change” on October 
7 in Dimapur where a 14 
course meal made entirely 
from local herbs, spices and 
ingredients infused with 
contemporary dishes was 
served to guests.

Sentila Yanger, one of 
the founding members, 
explained that the main 
objective of the pop up 
kitchen for chefs Joel and 
Imna was to showcase the 
food that they will be pre-
paring during the festival 

of arts in New Delhi later 
this month. 

The festival is being or-
ganised by the Ministry of 
DONER and North Eastern 
Council in collaboration 
with India International 
Centre.

She informed that the 
two chefs will be preparing 
food on two occasions at 
the festival, the first being 
contemporary northeast 
fusion food and second be-
ing pure Naga cuisine. 

“The traditions and the 

knowhow of the food in our 
daily diet is lost, so SFCN 
is trying to revive that by 
using ingredients that are 
lost,” said Yanger while cit-
ing the example of the way 
Anishi (dried yam) is made 
and how almost 90% of 

Nagas don’t know how to 
make it. 

Chef Joel informed that 
the slow food movement is 
slowly drawing attention 
to traditional food habits. 
Joel has recently attended 
the ‘Terre Madre’ in Italy 
the previous month as an 
indigenous chef alliance 
member. Joel stated that 
the programme was organ-
ised with objective to infuse 
local herbs and vegetables 
to a contemporary dish us-
ing traditional ingredients. 

He further explained 
that SFCN was more about 
getting involved in com-
munity projects in regard to 
sustainable local food. 

“The theme ‘food for 
change’ is more about 
rediscovering past food 
and ingredients and fus-
ing it with what we eat,” 
Joel maintained. He also 
informed that SFCN would 
send some of its members 
to the next Terre Madre 
scheduled in Japan in 2020. 

ation with the department.
Medikhrü appealed 

them to be involved in the 
future progress of the sub-
centre by lending their full 
support to the staff posted 
in the sub-centre so that 
one day the centre can be-
come a delivery point and 
further be upgraded in the 
coming days. 

The officer also high-
lighted about the ongoing 
Measles Rubella Vaccina-
tion Campaign (MRVC) in 
the state, saying that the 
vaccine was ‘beneficial for 
the future generation.’ He 
challenged the villagers 
to make Leshemi village 
achieve 100% coverage of 
the MRVC, including rou-
tine immunisation.

The land for construc-
tion of sub-centre, includ-
ing a staff quarter was do-
nated by the villagers.

top in the Global University 
Ranking adding in the last 
five years the ranking of 
the Indian universities has 
gradually declined.

She stressed on urgen-
cy in introducing research 
work in India and add vol-
ume of research work to 
become more competitive 
in the global ranking. She 
however noted that there 
is now an unhealthy trend 
of research activities be-
ing taken up by teachers 

hurriedly for the sake of 
promotion which results in 
poor-quality research. 

She, therefore, said the 
objective of the Research 
Cell, KCK, was to encour-
age the faculty members to 
do research purely out of 
love for research. She added 
that as educators, it was es-
sential to write about Naga 
culture and document oral 
narratives. 

Resource person, Dr. 
Seyiekhrielie, in his pres-

entation, elucidated on the 
methods and techniques, 
objectives, types and struc-
ture of a research paper. He 
also stressed on the UGC 
norms and amendments 
in API under CAS (Career 
Advancement Scheme).

The concluding remarks 
were given by Moanungla 
Kevichusa, HOD English 
Department, KCK, while the 
vote of thanks was delivered 
by Megovono Usou, coordi-
nator, IQAC, KCK.

Officials from the health and family welfare pose with the village functionaries during inauguration of a sub-
centre in Leshemi village under Phek district on October 6.
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Minister releases the clutch on 
NPF’s brake to state’s roads 

Govt. checks out site of proposed 
hydro electric rig in Phek 

Peace group vends importance of peace and dialogue Wokha district observes Wildlife Week

Veteran NSCN (IM) leader 
AZ Jami laid to rest 

Kronu invites opposition to reject blaming
Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): The 
minister of Minister, Plan-
ning & Co-ordination, Land 
Revenue, Neiba Kronu has 
asked the “NPF friends” to 
cooperate as the Nagaland 
government was already 
working on rebuilding the 
state’s dilapidated roads and 
highways.

In fact, the minister 
has invited the opposition 
legislators to join the gov-
ernment in weeding out 
‘escalation of cost’ and ‘non-
performing’ contractors 
and engineers “who could 
not control their contrac-
tors.” 

The minister issued a 
press release on Sunday 
in response to allegations 
that he said were levelled 
against him and the chief 
minister. Kronu said to re-
ply to the allegations of the 
Naga people’s Front (NPF) 
which was stated to have 
been published in the daily 
newspapers on October 5 
“about building of roads as 
astonishing.” 

According to Neiba 
Kronu, it was right after 
the formation of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
government that during 
the first Cabinet meeting 
the government ‘decided to 
make roads as it’s the desire 
of the public.’ 

However, the press re-
lease read, because of the 

parliamentary election to 
Lok Sabha, the Election 
Code of Conduct came into 
force, and ‘because of inces-
sant rains things could not 
materialise as expected.’

‘I agree with the NPF 
that the sanction from the 
ministry of road Transport 
and Highways, government 
of India last year, work or-
ders for the Golaghat-Chu-
mukedima road has been 
issued to TK Engineering 
Consortium Pvt. Ltd. but 
progress is slow and is not 
coming to the expectation,’ 
the minister stated.

“Again KMC check gate-
Lerie gate was issued to 
M/s Vilelie Khamo & Sons 
and it’s in good progress. 
But these two are not the 
only roads that are required 
for Kohima and Dimapur. 
Therefore knowing the ne-
cessity the PDA govern-
ment had decided to make 
other city and district roads 
which I had explain to me-
dia friends during the in-
teraction,” the press release 
explained further.

Here that minister ex-
plained that “we know that 
public needs good roads,” 
for which along with dep-
uty chief minister, and the 
Planning, Public Works de-
partment and the ‘Urban 
department’ convened a 
meeting on September 29 
as desired by chief minister.

The legislators and of-
ficers in the meeting then 
took a decision to ‘take up’ 
a few city roads in Kohima 
and Dimapur at the earliest 
as the festive season was 
approaching. The matter 
was advertised in the lo-
cal papers on October 1-2 
‘amounting to Rs. 119.50 
crore which shall be shelled 
out from the state resources 
or even by raising revenues.’

“I am of the opinion 
that if we can make good 
roads and generate suffi-
cient power other things will 
slowly catch up and as the 
Planning minister I have to 
brief and update our chief 
minister, dy. CM and other 
ministers and to discuss 
with the Finance depart-
ment to find out ways and 
means for speedy develop-
ment which are time bound 
projects even though our re-
sources are limited,” Kronu 
explained. 

The minister opined fur-
ther that a solution to the 
Naga political issue may 
“come early or delay” but day 
to day tasks and state of af-
fairs “should not be stopped 
and we must do what we are 
supposed to do.”

The minister explained: 
“Out of every politicians 
(sic) some still have the po-
litical will and for that, we 
still have dedicated bureau-
crats and technocrats to 

rebuild our society. Without 
playing blame game it’s 
high time that we come out 
and voice together against 
escalation of cost and non 
performing contractors and 
even the engineers who 
could not control their con-
tractors.” It is time to ‘show 
our resentment against BRO 
(Border Roads Organisa-
tion) as they had miserably 
failed to perform,’ the state-
ment read.

The minister illustrat-
ed the condition of roads 
by referring to Nagaland’s 
commonest problem next 
to bad roads: Traffic conges-
tion and late work.

“We may not be able to 
address all the issues at a 
time but we know because 
of the traffic congestion we 
cannot reach offices, edu-
cational institutes, hospitals 
or examination halls in time 
and this is a serious matter 
for which outer ring roads 
or wherever small roads can 
be opened in Kohima and 
Dimapur, we have to find 
out a formula to ease the 
traffic congestion and for 
which the Planning GIS Cell 
and PWD is working so let’s 
hope for the best.”

Neiba Kronu has ap-
pealed to “my NPF friends 
and the public to cooperate 
with the government of the 
day so that we see good 
roads in near future.” 

Kohima, Oct. 7 (EMN): Min-
ister for Planning & Coordi-
nation and Land Revenue, 
Neiba Kronu conducted a 
spot inspection for feasibil-
ity of establishing Hydro 
Electric Power Project at 
Tizu between Lozaphuhu 
and Tezatse in Phek district 
during the first week of Oc-
tober.

Updates from the min-
ister’s office informed that 
Kronu was concerned that 
Nagaland was the lowest 
generator of electricity in 
the entire country. None-
theless, he is enthusiastic 
that the state government 
is making efforts to engage 
firms to prepare feasibility 
checks of potential hydro 
project sites, the updates 
stated.

The minister is also 
stated to be concerned that 
despite the existence of sev-
eral hyrdo potential river 
sites, the state continues 
to suffer from insufficient 
power generation and has 
to spend more than INR 250 
crore annually on purchase 
of power from other parts of 
the country. It was pointed 
out that the revenue gener-
ated through distribution 
of power to the consumers 
within the state amounts 
to barely INR 120 crore an-
nually, suffering a deficit of 
more than INR 130 crore.

The release stated that 
during the inspection at Tizu 
River, the minister held a 
meeting with Village Coun-
cils, Gaon Bura and leaders 
of Lozaphuhu, Tezatse and 

Kotisü regions. Kronu was 
accompanied by executive 
engineer (civil) of the Power 
department N Neikha dur-
ing the inspection.

Former member of leg-
islative assembly of the area 
Chekhwutso was stated to 
have briefed the officials 
that it was during the late 
1990s, a proposal was put 
up for setting up of the Tizu 
Valley Hydro Project and 
while prefeasibility report 
was conducted, the project 
never took off.

Stating that the villages 
of Lozaphuhu, Tezatse and 
Kotisü were ready to extend 
all support in making the 
project a reality, the former 
legislator reportedly as-
sured that the government 
would ‘not face any land-

ownership issue.’
Meanwhile, the minister 

informed that a fresh initia-
tive including one for con-
ducting a feasibility report 
for the establishment of 
below-25 MW hydro electric 
project will have to be taken 
up by engaging firms from 
outside the state. For this, 
the matter would be delib-
erated at the government 
level, it was informed.

He informed that the 
gover nment of  India, 
through its existing power 
policy, has stopped fund-
ing the power project ex-
ceeding 25 MW but was still 
supporting power project 
below 25 MW, the minister 
said and he requested the 
villagers to go for affordable 
project.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): The Forest 
division of Wokha conducted an 
extempore speech competition in 
commemoration of Wildlife Week 
2018, at Mount Tiyi College in Wokha 
on October 5. The superintendent of 
Wokha police, K Manoj Kumar was 
the special guest during the occasion.

According to a press release, the 
competition was conducted not only 
to spread publicity about the conser-
vation of forests and wildlife but also 
to help students develop confidence 
and make them understand how they 
can each contribute to the cause.

The keynote address was de-
livered by Dr. Prabhat Kumar, who 
explained about how the celebration 
of wildlife week in India started, while 
elaborating the importance of forest 
and wildlife conservation. 

During the competition, par-
ticipants spoke about various topics 
ranging from renewable energy, 
climate change, role of students in 

forest and wildlife conservation, 
importance of trees and honeybees, 
Amur Falcon conservation, and hu-
man-elephant conflict among others. 

According to the updates, the first 
prize was won by Rakhal Roy of B.A. 
first semester, second prize won by 
MhonchanJungi of B.A. fifth semes-
ter, while the third prize went to Mer-
ibemo Patton of B.A. fifth semester.

The updates mentioned that 
the special guest of the event, Ku-
mar spoke on the theme, “Big Cats 
– Predators under Threat.” Kumar 
stated that Nagaland should have 
been a home to big cats but the 
prevalent practice of hunting which 
was deeply rooted in the culture of 
the Nagas made it impossible for 
them to dwell. 

Kumar encouraged the students 
to spread the message of conserva-
tion of forests and wildlife to their 
families and friends and to be agents 
for its protection. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 7: One 
of the Naga political 
movement’s most sen-
ior leaders, AZ Jami of 
the Nationalist Socialist 
Council of Nagalim (IM), 
who passed away on Sat. 
Oct. 6 in Dimapur after 
a prolonged illness, was 
laid to rest at his private 
residence at Diphupar 
‘B’ village in Dimapur. 

The funeral serv-
ice for Jami was held 
at his private residence 
on Sunday Oct. 7 with 
tributes from the the 
Lotha Hoho of Dimapur, 
Diphupar ‘B’ village 
council, Diphupar ‘B’ 
lotha Ekhung, Chudi 
village, NSCN/GPRN, 
and friends and well-
wishers. 

Deputy Chief Min-
ister of Nagaland Y Pat-
ton expressed deep sor-
row at the demise of AZ 
Jami. Patton stated in a 
message that Jami was 
a dedicated and selfless 
nationalist who sacri-
ficed his entire life for 
the service of the Naga 
people. 

Patton added that 
his illustrious career in 
the Naga political move-
ment for over six dec-
ades earned him respect 
from one and all. He will 
be remembered as one 
of the Naga people’s tow-
ering personalities in the 
annals of Naga political 
history.

‘In his death, we have 

has lost a dedicated, self-
less and sincere patriot 
who gave his all for the 
cause of the Nagas, and 
the void created by his 
demise shall be impos-
sible to fill,’ the message 
stated. 

Patton has extended 
his deepest condolence 
to the bereaved fam-
ily members and prays 
that almighty God grant 
strength and comfort at 
this difficult time and to 
the departed soul to rest 
in eternal Peace.

The Lotha Students’ 
Union (LSU) also con-
doled with the demise 
of the veteran. In a con-
dolence message, the 
organisation described 
late AZ Jami as a selfless 
and dedicated leader 
whose legacy will feature 
prominently in the his-
tory of the Naga political 
movement. His sacrifice 
and vision for the Lotha 
community and the 
Naga people will always 
be remembered and 
shall continue to live in 
the hearts of the people, 
the LSU stated. The stu-
dents’ organisation has 
expressed condolences, 
and said prayers, with 
the bereaved family.

A song in tribute to 
Jami was sung by two of 
his two granddaughters. 
The service was presided 
over by Pastor Chinit-
hung Shitiri, and the last 
rites were performed by 
Rev. Tachow Odyuo. 

Neiba Kronu, sixth-right back row, along with village leaders of Lozhaphuhu, Tesatse, and Kotisü during their inspection of a site for the Tizu 
Valley Hydro Project in Phek district.

Pinti Ka Sabun Karamati Coat GattuKima's Lode
Beyond The Class
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School children engage in an interactive event during the capacity-building programme at Sacred Heart High 
School, on Oct. 6, at Khuzama in Kohima.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 7: A local peace 
advocator that operates under 
the banner ‘Peace Channel,’ 
conducted a capacity building 
programme at Sacred Heart 
High School, on October 6 at 
Khuzama in Kohima.

The programme was con-
ducted on the topic “peace 
and dialogue,” which aimed at 
empowering students on the 
skills needed for peace build-
ing and also to resolve conflict 
through dialogue process.

Speaking to Eastern Mirror 
over telephone, the member 
of the capacity-building advo-
cacy Alino S Chishi said that 
the programme was an ongo-
ing initiative taken by Peace 
Channel to foster peace in the 
minds of young students so 
that they would grow up to be 
peace loving citizens.

Emphasising that peace 
was one of the most essential 
requirements for humanity, 

Chishi urged the students  to 
play major role in peace build-
ing process by intervening in 

conflict situations as media-
tors and resolve issues between 
conflicting parties through the 

process of dialogue. 
“Dialogue can defuse 

tension and prevent conflict 
situation from escalating and 
promote reconciliation in the 
aftermath of conflict,” the 
peace activist stated.

Admitting that conflicts 
are inevitable in life, Chishi 
said that mediation and dia-
logue have become important 
tools to elevate relationships 
and promote peace. “Peace 
and dialogue go hand in hand 
as dialogue is the most effec-
tive tool for preventing and 
resolving conflict and societal 
transformation. 

She encouraged the stu-
dents to practice and promote 
peace in within the family, 
peer group, and institution 
through dialogue and me-
diation to promote long term 
stability and justice.
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Cong. faces tough challenge 
in Mizoram Assembly polls

Assam govt. announces bonus 
for tea workers under ATCL 

Militant killed in Manipur

Security tightened in Tripura for Puja 

‘Will unite opposition to make Mayawati PM’

342 arrested for attacks on non-
Gujaratis, security beefed up

DRI seize 35 smuggled 
exotic birds, animals 

Air Marshal Nambiar says Rafale 
will be game changer for IAF 

Tripura: CPI (M) mouthpiece moves HC 
against cancellation of registration by RNI

Aizawl, Oct. 7 (PTI): After 
being in power for two 
consecutive terms, inter-
nal squabbles and anti-
incumbency factor are 
making the situation diffi-
cult for the Congress in Mi-
zoram which is expected 
to face a tough challenge 
from the Mizo National 
Front in the upcoming As-
sembly polls.

Mizoram goes to poll 
on November 28.

Chief  Minister  Lal 
Thanhawla on Saturday 
alleged that his former 
cabinet colleagues R La-
lzirliana and Lalrinliana 
Sailo were “corrupt” when 

they were ministers.
Lalzirliana, who was 

the state home minister, 
resigned on September 14 
after he was served a show 
cause notice by the Con-
gress’ Disciplinary Action 
Committee (DAC). He was 
expelled from the party on 
September 17. 

The recent resignation 
of former minister Lalrin-
liana Sailo from the Con-
gress is also seen as a major 
setback for the ruling party.

Thanhawla also hit out 
at Aizawl Football Club 
president Robert Romawia 
Royte, who recently joined 
the MNF, saying proceed-

ings would be initiated 
against him regarding alle-
gations of over Rs 200 crore 
graft while in government 
service.

R o y t e ,  p o p u l a r l y 
known as ‘Triple R’, will 
contest the Assembly poll 
from Aizawl East-II seat 
against state Finance Min-
ister Lalsawta.

Sources in the Mizo-
ram Pradesh Congress 
Committee (MPCC) said 
though only a few people 
have left the party, cracks 
have began to appear in its 
ranks and file.

“The mood within the 
party is clear from the fact 

that its nomination com-
mittee has failed to make 
any decision till the an-
nouncement of poll date 
on Saturday, while the MNF 
has already made public 
the list of candidates for 
at least 98 per cent of the 
seats,” they said.

The Congress was de-
feated by the MNF and 
the Mizoram People’s 
Conference (MPC) com-
bine in 1998. At that time, 
then chief minister Lal 
Thanhawla did not make 
it to the state legislature 
as he was defeated in his 
home turf, Serchhip, by K 
Thangzuala of the MNF.

The Congress returned 
to power in 2008 by bag-
ging 32 seats and again in 
2013 by winning 34 seats in 
the 40-member Assembly.

MNF vice president R 
Lalthangliana has claimed 
that many Congress work-
ers would soon leave the 
ruling party following the 
footsteps of Lalzirliana 
and Sailo as they have 
to abandon the “sinking 
ship” being steered by Lal 
Thanhawla.

Lalthangliana claimed 
that power struggle within 
the Congress reached its cli-
max and many of its work-
ers would join the MNF.

Guwahati, Oct. 7 (PTI): The 
Assam government has 
announced a bonus of 20 
per cent for workers of tea 
gardens under the Assam 
Tea Corporation Limited 
(ATCL), an official release 

said Sunday.
The bonus is in keep-

ing with the government’s 
commitment towards the 
welfare of the tea garden 
community and upliftment 
of the tea sector in Assam, 

the release said. All work-
ers of the state-owned tea 
gardens under ATCL would 
now be eligible for the bo-
nus, it said. The ATCL has 
15 tea gardens and around 
16,748 workers, it added. 

Ahmedabad, Oct. 7 (PTI): The police have 
so far arrested 342 people from various 
parts of Gujarat for allegedly attacking non-
Gujaratis, especially those hailing from Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar, following the rape of a 
14-month-old girl in Sabarkantha district, a 
senior officer said on Sunday.

Non-Gujaratis were targeted and hate 
messages circulated against them on social 
media after a native of Bihar was arrested 
for allegedly raping the toddler on Septem-
ber 28.

“Six districts have mainly been af-
fected (by the violence), with Mehsana 
and Sabarkantha being the worst hit. In 
these districts, 42 cases have been lodged 
and so far we have arrested 342 accused. 
More arrests will be made as names of the 
accused come up during investigation,” 
Director General of Police Shivanand Jha 
told reporters.

He said 17 companies of State Reserve 
Police (SRP) have been deployed in the af-
fected areas.

“Security of areas inhabited by non-Gu-
jaratis and the factories where they work has 
been increased. Police have also increased 
patrolling in these areas,” he added.

Two cases have been lodged for spread-

ing rumours on social media which led to 
violence, the DGP said.

Responding to a question about the 
exodus of non-Gujaratis following the at-
tacks, Jha said they may be leaving for their 
native states in view of the upcoming festive 
season.

“If people are leaving for home for a fes-
tival, it should not be seen otherwise. I have 
told my officers to visit residential areas, 
and if required, visit bus stands and railway 
stations and if people are found leaving due 
to fear, (then to) persuade them to come 
back,” he said.

Police officials in Gandhinagar, the 
worst-affected district, have been directed 
to organise camps and communicate with 
local leaders to convince the people to stay, 
he said.

Additional forces and vehicles are being 
provided in districts which have asked for 
them to ensure safety of the non-Gujarati 
residents, he added.

Meanwhile, Congress MLA Alpesh Tha-
kor announced that he will go on a ‘sadb-
havna’ (goodwill) fast from October 11 if the 
government does not withdraw “false cases” 
registered against his supporters in the wake 
of the attacks.

Kolkata, Oct. 7 (IANS): Around 35 
exotic birds and animals smuggled 
into India from Bangkok via Myanmar 
were seized by DRI personnel at the 
city’s international airport and two 
persons were arrested, an official said 
on Sunday.

The Directorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence (DRI) officials intercepted the 
consignment valued around Rs 85.55 
lakh on Saturday and handed over the 
seized animals and birds to the Kolk-
ata Zoo authorities for safe custody.

“The cargo was booked in the 
name of Domnic Jacob Sequeira of 
Pune, who along with an accomplice 
was found waiting to receive the con-
signment. Both were arrested when 
they were trying to load the five cages 
containing the birds and animals in a 
vehicle,” a DRI official said.

Imphal, Oct 7 (PTI): A militant was shot dead on Sunday by 
assailants suspected to be of a rival group in the interior hill 
district of Tamenglong in Manipur, a senior police officer 
said. It is suspected that the incident was fallout of rivalry 
between two hill-based militant outfits, he said.

The incident occurred at Khoupam area, about 90 km 
from the capital Imphal town. Of lately, Tamenglong and its 
adjacent district of Noney has witnessed a surge of violence 
between Zeliangrong United Front (ZUF) and NSCN (IM).

On August 7 last, one NSCN (IM) cadre was shot dead at 
Khumji area in Noney district. The ZUF had later claimed re-
sponsibility for gunning down the member of its rival outfit.

Agartala, Oct. 7 (PTI): Se-
curity has been beefed up 
across Tripura to ensure no 
untoward incident takes 
place during Durga Puja, 
a senior police officer said 
Sunday.

Huge contingents of 
police personnel and para-
military forces have been 
deployed across the state, 
where more than 2000 Du-
rga Puja pandals have been 
set up for the five-day-long 
festival, Assistant Inspector 
General Smriti Ranjan Das 
said.

“We are in the process of 
setting up CCTV cameras in 
different parts of the state, 

including Agartala. We have 
kept paramilitary force in 
readiness to deal with emer-
gency situations,” he told 
reporters. 

A three-tier security 
cordon has been laid at all 
major public spots, includ-
ing the VIP areas, in Agar-
tala and other parts of West 
Tripura, Superintendent 
of police Ajit Pratap Singh 
said. 

“There will be police-
men in plain clothes on the 
outer ring, CCTV cameras 
and mobile surveillance in 
the middle ring and armed 
security personnel in the in-
ner ring,” the SP said.

Gohana (Hry), Oct. 7 (PTI): INLD presi-
dent Om Prakash Chautala on Sunday 
said his party will work towards bringing 
the opposition parties together to make 
BSP supremo Mayawati the next prime 
minister after the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

Out on a two-week parole, the 
former Haryana chief minister was ad-
dressing a rally organised here to mark 
the 105th birth anniversary of senior 
Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) leader 
and his father Devi Lal. Om Prakash 
Chautala is serving a 10-year jail term in 
a teachers’ recruitment scam.

“..we will work towards uniting the 
Opposition so that Mayawati becomes 
the next Prime Minister,” he told the 
gathering.

Om Prakash Chautala said Lal had 
a dream that the countrymen should 
have enough food, shelter, good educa-
tion and access to affordable health.

“Today, he is not amongst us but 

we have to follow his ideals and work 
towards realising his dreams,” he said.

The INLD president’s son and sen-
ior party leader Abhay Singh Chautala 
also addressed the rally. Abhay Singh 
Chautala urged the people to help the 
INLD-BSP alliance to come to power in 
Haryana with an overwhelming major-
ity in next year’s assembly elections.

“Repeat 1987 (when the INLD swept 
the state polls) by strengthening the 
hands of the INLD-BSP combine so 
that (Om Prakash) Chautala once again 
becomes the chief minister,” he said.

He promised that if the INLD-BSP 
combine comes to power in Haryana, 
it will waive the loans of farmers and 
weaker sections. The INLD has been 
fighting for Haryana’s rightful share 
of Satluj-Yamuna Link waters, but the 
Centre and Haryana government are 
not serious about completion of the 
canal, Abhay Singh Chautala alleged.

Shillong, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
The Rafale fighter jets are 
“highly capable” and will 
be a game changer for the 
Air Force, Chief of the East-
ern Air Command Air Mar-
shal R Nambiar has said. 

All Air Force units in 
the region, except for some 
in West Bengal, will get the 

modern platforms, includ-
ing the Rafale, the Chinook 
and the Apache attack hel-
icopters, Air Marshal Nam-
biar told mediapersons 
here Saturday.

“The Rafale is an excel-
lent aircraft. I had the op-
portunity to fly it in France 
two weeks ago. Let me as-

Agartala, Oct. 7 (PTI): Daily 
Desher Katha, a mouth-
piece of Tripura unit of the 
CPI(M), has filed a writ pe-
tition in the Tripura High 
Court challenging the de-
cision of the Registrar of 
Newspapers for India (RNI) 
to cancel the newspaper’s 
registration, the Bengali 
daily’s editor Samir Paul 
said on Sunday.

In a letter on October 
1, the RNI said the publica-
tion of the daily was being 
suspended. It cited “unau-
thorised change of owner-
ship” as the reason behind 
the step.

“We filed the writ peti-
tion in the high court on 
Saturday. We are waiting for 
the petition to be admit-
ted for hearing in the high 
court. We challenged the 
decision of the RNI to with-
draw our registration,” Paul 
told reporters.

District Magistrate 
of West Tripura Sandeep 
Namdeo Mahatme had said 
the newspaper was found 
to have violated several sec-
tions of the Press and Regis-
tration of Books Act, 1867.

A complaint against the 
newspaper was registered 
in August this year, he had 

said.
A preliminary investiga-

tion conducted by the DM 
found that the complaint 
had substance, following 
which a hearing was initi-
ated.

The complainant had 
alleged that there was a 
mismatch between the in-
formation of editor, printer 
and publisher provided in 
the newspapers’ declara-
tion and data maintained 
with the RNI, among other 
issues.

The daily, which had 
previously declared itself 
as a mouthpiece owned by 

the CPI(M) Tripura state 
committee, changed its 
ownership declaration as a 
newspaper published from 
Daily Desher Katha Society 
a few months before the 
new BJP-Indigenous Peo-
ples Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
coalition came to power in 
March.

Sources in the news-
paper, however, claimed 
that the Daily Desher Katha 
Society was formed in 2013. 
But when the issue came up 
for hearing, the newspaper 
authorities reportedly failed 
to provide the necessary 
evidence.

R Nambir

A group of women collecting tea leaves at the tea garden in Assam.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1960SUD0KU 1800
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Injures
 6. 1 1 1 1
 10. Plate
 14. Get up
 15. Small room in a prison
 16. Native of Peru
 17. A pariah
 18. Lack of difficulty
 19. At a reduced speed
 20. Captivated
 22. Feel concern
 23. Long period of time
 24. Shone
 26. Husband or wife
 30. Luster
 32. Acquire deservedly
 33. Stiff hair or bristle
 35. Empower
 39. Journeys
 41. Garland
 42. A twilled woolen fabric
 43. Indian antelope
 44. Taverns
 46. Phone
 47. Bellybutton
 49. Ideal for rapid development
 51. A binding commitment
 54. Group of rioters
 55. Amount lent
 56. Weather balloon transmitter
 63. Anagram of “Neat”
 64. Latin for “Flanks”
 65. Chieftain
 66. T T T T
 67. Cultivate
 68. Spermal fluid
 69. Goes astray
 70. A large hairy humanoid of the 

Himalayas
 71. Sound made by some people while 

sleeping 

 DOWN
 1. One of 2 identical parts

 2. Region
 3. Tears
 4. Millisecond
 5. Sequence
 6. Sea
 7. Tidy
 8. Otherwise
 9. Heavy long-handled hammer
 10. Unplug
 11. Family of a spouse
 12. Point total in a test or game
 13. “Hemmed and _____”
 21. Negatives

 25. Sediment from 
fermentation

 26. Puts
 27. Currency in Yugoslavia
 28. Anagram of “Sore”
 29. Lack of sympathy
 30. Abscond
 31. Found on most heads
 34. A river in central Europe
 36. Bland
 37. Look lasciviously
 38. Join together by heating
 40. Catch 

 45. Drive away
 48. Confirm the truth of
 50. Preoccupy abnormally
 51. Dish
 52. One who prefers solitude
 53. Consumer of food
 54. City in Florida
 57. Winged
 58. Filth
 59. Portent
 60. Jules Verne’s captain
 61. Bambi was one
 62. Sea eagle

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1799

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1959

sure you that this is a very 
good platform, highly ca-
pable and a game changer. 
Its presence in this area 
would give us a lot of deter-
rence,” he said.

“It provides us with a 
huge modicum of capabil-
ity which never existed in 
this part of the world,” he 
said.

On being asked if the 
capability enhancement 
of the command is to de-
ter any country, including 
China, he said the capabil-
ity enhancement was for 
India.

He also said the Rafale 
would be based in Hasi-
mara, West Bengal, in the 
command close to the As-
sam border.

The IAF Eastern Air 
Command kicked off a 
two-day air-fest here to 
celebrate the 86th Air 
Force Day.
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Petrol, diesel prices 
on the rise again

Jio to connect govt. schools, colleges with high-speed 
net to make U’khand ‘Digital Devbhoomi’ — Ambani

ITC’s investment in Uttarakhand 
crosses INR 1,400 cr.

Bankruptcy Code will deepen Indian 
corporate bond market — Assocham

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
Within a day of the one-off 
excise duty cut and PSUs 
subsidising fuel, petrol and 
diesel prices are on the rise 
again and have hit a three 
week high. 

Petrol and diesel prices 
were cut by a minimum Rs 
2.50 on October 5 when the 
government’s only second 
cut in excise duty of Rs 1.50 
per litre and state-owned 
fuel retailers providing a 
Re 1 per litre subsidy came 
into effect. In BJP-ruled 
states, the reduction was 
higher as they matched the 
cut with a similar reduction 
local sales tax or VAT.

But the prices were on 
the rise from the very next 
day. Petrol price was hiked 
by 18 paise a litre on Oc-
tober 6 and 14 paise on 
Sunday, according to daily 
price notification issued by 
state-owned oil firms.

Petrol, which in Delhi 
was cut to Rs 81.50 on Oc-
tober 5, on Sunday costs 
Rs 81.82.

Similarly, diesel rates 
are hiked by 29 paise a litre 
each on October 6 and 
Sunday. It costs Rs 73.53 

per litre in Delhi, up from 
Rs 72.95 on October 5, ac-
cording to the oil firms.

Delhi, which did not 
cut VAT on fuel, still has the 
cheapest fuel in all metros 
and bulk of state capital as 
it levies lower taxes. Mum-
bai despite reducing VAT 
on petrol still has the high-
est priced fuel.

Petrol in Mumbai sells 
for Rs 87.29 a litre on Sun-
day and diesel is priced at 
Rs 77.06.

Petrol prices had hit an 
all-time high of Rs 84 per 
litre in Delhi and Rs 91.34 
in Mumbai on October 4. 
Diesel rates too had peaked 
to Rs 75.45 a litre in Delhi 
and Rs 80.10 in Mumbai. 
Following the twin deci-
sion, they fell to Rs 81.50 
per litre of petrol in Delhi 
and Rs 86.97 in Mumbai.

Diesel rates fell to Rs 
72.95 in Delhi and Rs 77.45 
in Mumbai on October 5.

On Sunday, the rates hit 
a three-week high.

Private retailers like 
Nayara Energy, formerly 
known as Essar Oil, too 
are matching PSU rates 
by subsidising fuel by Re 

1 a litre.
After the Centre cut ex-

cise duty by Rs 1.50 per litre 
and asked PSU oil firms to 
subsidise fuel by Re 1, Ma-
harashtra and Gujarat gov-
ernments were among the 
first to announce a match-
ing Rs 2.50 cut.

T h e y  w e r e  l a t e r 
joined by Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Tripura, Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
H i m a c h a l  P r a d e s h , 
Haryana Assam, Uttara-
khand, Goa and Arunach-
al Pradesh with similar 
moves. Jammu and Kash-
mir, which is under gover-
nor’s rule, too reduced tax 
on the two fuel.

Maharashtra, however, 
reduced VAT only on petrol 
and not on diesel.

Even before the excise 
duty cut, Rajasthan, West 
Bengal, Karnataka, Kerala 
and Andhra Pradesh had 
last month reduced VAT 
to cushion consumers for 
a spate of price increases.

The reduction in ex-
cise duty, only the second 
in four years of BJP-led 
NDA rule, will dent central 
government revenues by 

Rs 10,500 crore and was 
aimed at cooling retail 
prices that had shot up to 
an all-time high.

The BJP-government 
at the Centre had raised 
excise duty on petrol by 
Rs 11.77 a litre and that on 
diesel by Rs 13.47 a litre 
in nine installments be-
tween November 2014 and 
January 2016 to shore up 
finances as global oil prices 
fell, but then cut the tax just 
once in October last year by 
Rs 2 a litre.

Prior to Friday’s cut, 
petrol price had risen by Rs 
6.86 a litre and diesel by Rs 
6.73 since mid-August - the 
most in any six-week dura-
tion after the daily price 
revision was introduced in 
mid-June last year.

Industry sources said 
for state-owned fuel re-
tailers absorbing Re 1 per 
litre price would mean a Rs 
9,000 crore hit on profits 
on an annualised basis. For 
the remainder of current 
fiscal, it would be Rs 4,500 
crore, with IOC’s share be-
ing roughly half and the 
rest is split equally between 
HPCL and BPCL.

Dehradun, Oct. 7 (PTI): Having 
invested over Rs 4,000 crore in Ut-
tarakhand, richest Indian Mukesh 
Ambani Sunday said his telecom 
venture Reliance Jio will in the next 
two years connect most of the 2,385-
plus government schools and col-
leges with high-speed internet to 
make the state a ‘Digital Devbhoomi’. 

Speaking at the Uttarakhand In-
vestors Summit here, he said Jio will 
promote environment protecting 
industries and businesses.

Ambani said he wants to convert 
‘Devbhoomi Uttarakhand’ into ‘Dig-
ital Devbhoomi’.

“Jio will boost sustainable tour-
ism. Jio will improve the delivery of 
healthcare, education and govern-
ment services and improve the life 

of every citizen,” he said.
Jio is committed to a ‘Digital Ut-

tarakhand’ where every citizen can 
have the best quality digital connec-
tivity and services, he said.

Ambani had in 2016 stormed 
back into the telecom sector with 
Reliance Jio, offering free calls and 
data, forcing rivals to merge or exit 
as revenues declined. It has amassed 
over 220 million subscribers since its 
launch.

Jio, he said, will promote en-
vironment protecting industries 
and businesses, boost sustainable 
tourism and improve the delivery of 
healthcare, education and govern-
ment services, thus improving the 
life of every citizen.

“All this will help create addi-

tional employment and earning 
opportunities for the people of Ut-
tarakhand. We plan to connect most 
of the 2,185 government schools and 
200-plus government colleges in the 
state within next two years,” he said.

Reliance also has over 100 retail 
stores and plans to continue grow 
these at a healthy rate, he added.

Ambani, who is the chairman 
and managing director of Reliance 
Industries (RIL), said his firm is 
among the largest investors in the 
state with investments of over Rs 
4,000 crores in the last few years, 
creating huge employment opportu-
nities. Jio is a subsidiary of RIL.

“At Jio, we are committed to a 
Digital Uttarakhand where each of 
its citizens can have the best quality 
digital connectivity and digital serv-
ices,” he said.

“The state government’s pro-
business policies combined with 
Jio’s investment will surely open up 
new avenues for growth of hi-tech 
industries in the state.

“For all of us at Reliance, Utta-
rakhand is an attractive investment 
opportunity,” he said.

He expressed confidence that the 
investors summit will lay the ground 
work for unprecedented growth of 
the state in the future. 

“At Reliance Industries, we are 
very satisfied with the environment 
in the state and the support that we 
have received and I thank the state 
government for all their support,” 
he said.

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (IANS): The successful 
resolution of issues of banks’ non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs) or bad loans through the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) will 
help deepen India’s corporate bond market 
that is highly concentrated in AAA rated 
bonds, Assocham said on Sunday.

Citing its study jointly conducted with 
rating agency Crisil, a statement by the 
industry chamber said: “As per Assocham-
Crisil study, reduction in the timeline for 
the resolution of stressed assets under the 
IBC will not only enhance the confidence 
of investors but also make them go in for 
bonds less than AAA rating.” 

“India’s corporate bond market, which 
contributes 17 per cent to the country’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), is highly 
concentrated in the AAA rated bonds, is 
expected to change once the IBC brings 

about successful resolution of stressed as-
sets in a time-bound manner,” it said. 

Noting that currently about 90 per cent 
of trading is restricted to AAA and AA rated 
bonds, Assocham said that with greater 
certainty of outcome and expectations 
of a faster resolution because of the IBC, 
“the interest of both domestic and foreign 
investors in the lower-rated paper will in-
crease over time.”

According to the chamber, the contri-
bution proportion of the corporate bond 
market to the GDP is 123 per cent in the 
US and 74 per cent in South Korea. It said 
that countries like Brazil, Russia, China 
and the UK had taken steps to reform the 
bankruptcy laws which, along with other 
macroeconomic structural reforms, led to 
significant growth in the corporate bond 
markets within their financial markets.
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New Delhi, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
ITC Managing Director 
Sanjiv Puri Sunday said the 
company’s investments 
in Uttarakhand over the 
years have already crossed 
an outlay of Rs 1,400 crore.

ITC ltd will be able to 
scale this up, given the fu-

ture potential of the state, 
Puri said in a statement 
on the occasion of Utta-
rakhand Sumit. ITC has 
an expanding presence in 
the state across all three 
sectors of its economy ag-
riculture, manufacturing 
and service, he added.

Govt. plans to auction over 100 
mineral blocks by March 2019
New Delhi, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
Having secured Rs 1.81 
lakh crore in its kitty from 
e-auction of 50 mineral 
blocks, the government 
is looking to put on block 
another 100 mines in the 
next six months, according 
to the Ministry of Mines. 

The government so far 
has auctioned 50 mines, 
including 23 limestone, 17 
iron ore, 4 gold, 2 each of 
manganese and graphite 
blocks and one bauxite and 
diamond block each.

There are 102 blocks in 
pipeline to be auctioned 
by March 2019 in And-
hra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Gujarat, Jharkhand, Kar-
nataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Odisha, Ra-
jasthan, Telangana and 
Assam, as per a report by 
the Ministry of Mines on 
progess of block auction.

These include 42 lime-
stone, 19 bauxite, 11 man-
ganese ore, 8 copper, 6 iron 

ore, 6 graphite, 3 zinc, 2 
emerald, 2 gold, 1 iron ore 
& manganese, 1 dolomite/
limestone and 1 copper ore.

As per the report, 
Jharkhand will auction the 
highest 20 blocks followed 
by 16 by Rajasthan and 13 
each by Madhya Pradesh 
and Maharashtra.

Of these 102, the gov-
ernment plans to auction 
two limestone blocks in 
October.

Of the two blocks, one 
is in Andhra Pradesh and 
the other is in Gujarat.

The Chintalayapalle-
Abdullapuram-Korumani-
palli (CAK) limestone block 
in Andhra Pradesh with 
reserves of 104.68 million 
tonnes (MT) will be auc-
tioned on October 12.

The Bhatvadiya block 
in Gujarat with reserves of 
477.2 MT will go under the 
hammer on October 17.

The Centre had ear-
lier said it was consider-

ing granting all approvals, 
including environmen-
tal clearance, to mineral 
blocks before putting them 
up for sale, a move that may 
give a push to the auctions.

The idea is to fast-track 
auctioning and iron out is-
sues related to green clear-
ances and land rights are 
addressed upfront.

It has given in-principle 
approval to provide single 
clearance for environment 
and forest to the new lease 
holders of the 288 mining 
leases expiring in two years.

From the 50 mineral 
blocks auctioned so far 
since 2015, the government 
will earn a revenue of Rs 
1.81 lakh crore over the 
lease period. 

To ensure transpar-
ency in the mineral sector, 
Mines and Minerals Devel-
opment and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2015 was 
passed by Parliament in 
2015.

Fund outflows, oil prices to sink INR further; 75-mark in sight
Mumbai, Oct. 7 (IANS): The Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI) stance, 
along with an expected hike in 
the US lending rates and high 
crude oil prices are expected to 
further exert pressure on the In-
dian rupee in the coming week, 
experts say.

In addition, the continuous 
outflow of foreign funds from 
the equity segment and global 
market volatility will likely push 
the rupee to the 75-mark to a US 
dollar in the coming days, the 
experts opined.

Conversely, RBI interventions 
in the spot market via intermedi-
aries might somewhat arrest the 
sharp decline in the rupee’s value, 
but a range of 73.5-75 per US dol-
lar is expected.

In the week gone by, the rupee 

touched a fresh low of over 74 to 
a US dollar in the spot market. It 
settled at a record closing low of 
73.77 (73.7675) per US dollar on 
Friday, October 5.

“The RBI’s new policy stance, 
stress on the NBFC sector and 
expectations of more rate hikes 
by the US Fed are expected to 
weigh heavy on the Indian ru-
pee,” Anindya Banerjee, Deputy 
Vice President for Currency and 
Interest Rates with Kotak Securi-
ties, told IANS.

“Volatility is also expected to 
flare-up from the RBI’s side as it 
is expected to heavily intervene 
in the market to arrest any abrupt 
movements. The expected range 
for next week is 73.5-75 per USD 
(spot).”

The RBI on Friday belied mar-

ket expectations of a rate hike. 
However, the “neutral” stance of 
monetary policy was changed 
to “calibrated tightening”, which 
triggered a massive sell-off in the 
equities market.

According to Madhavi Arora, 
Economist, FX and Rates, Edel-
weiss Securities, the RBI is of the 
view that it should let underlying 
trade competitiveness improve 
gradually as the trade-weighted 
exchange rate acts as a natural 
stabiliser.

“The RBI also subtly sug-
gested that FX markets are fluid 
and should let rupee decide it’s 
own equilibrium. While the rupee 
comfortably crossed 74 on policy 
day, it did close sub-74, largely 
owing to FX interventions,” Arora 
told IANS.

“The coming weeks would 
see pressure on the rupee con-
tinuing as external and domestic 
conditions remain unfavourable 
for the currency. We do not rule 
out the rupee crossing 75 and 
would watch out for assertive 
policy actions by the government 
or RBI if the currency continues 
to remain an EM (emerging mar-
kets) outlier.”

Besides, high oil prices might 
not allow the rupee to make any 
substantial recovery. On Friday, 
Brent crude was priced over $84 
per barrel.

“The rupee is expected to 
remain under pressure during the 
next week as the RBI monetary 
policy has disappointed the mar-
ket,” said Anand Rathi Shares and 
Stock Brokers’ Research Analyst 

Rushabh Maru.
“Rising crude oil prices and 

the strength in the dollar index 
might keep the rupee under 
pressure. The short-term range 
is expected to be in the 73.20 to 
74.80 band.”

Apart from global cues, any 
further outflow of foreign funds 
from the Indian equity and bond 
markets might have an adverse 
impact on the rupee.

In terms of investments, pro-
visional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that foreign 
institutional investors sold scrips 
worth Rs 9,522.44 crore during 
the week ended October 5. 

On a weekly basis, the rupee 
closed at 73.77, weaker by Rs 1.29 
from its previous week’s close of 
72.48 per greenback.
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When the Money Pot is 
Pricier Than Money in it 
B

y keeping the policy rates unchanged RBI 
has surprised many. Economists were 
apprehensive that the rates could be hiked 
by quarter of a percentage point. But in a 

meeting held recently, the six-member Monetary 
Policy Committee of RBI voted five to one to maintain 
the rates. However, the country’s central bank has 
shifted gear by changing the stance of the policy from 
“neutral” to “calibrated tightening” thus reinforcing its 
commitment to restrain the inflation rate even as the 
present rate turns out to be tamer than anticipated. 
Despite the steady rise in crude prices, a depreciating 
currency, increases in minimum support prices of crops 
and house rent allowances to government employees, 
the country’s retail inflation dropped to a 10-month 
low of 3.69 per cent in August and RBI is projecting a 
3.9 to 4.5 per cent retail inflation in the second half of 
the current fiscal and 4.8 per cent in the first quarter 
of 2019-20, lower than projected in August policy. But 
gear shifting also suggests that RBI does not rule out 
risks of inflation. The inflation targeting means that 
RBI is not in a hurry to rescue the falling rupee. RBI, as 
the Governor indicated, would rather let market forces 
decide an appropriate level for the rupee. Intervention, 
if any, would be to curb excessive volatility rather than 
achieving a specific level. There may be several reasons 
for this. The rupee slide improves the country’s export 
competitiveness; also India’s foreign exchange reserves 
at more than $400 billion are enough to take care of 10 
months’ imports and according to RBI, the rupee has 
come under pressure because of external factors such 
as high oil prices, volatile global financial markets 
and intensifying trade wars and finally, the Indian 
rupee has performed not-too-bad as compared to the 
currencies of other emerging markets. By September 
the rupee depreciated in nominal effective terms by 
5.6 per cent since end March and in real terms, by five 
per cent. The fall in the rupee thus has been moderate 
and what we have been seeing is an exchange rate 
adjustment. However the areas of concern remain. RBI 
has acknowledged dislocation in the corporate bond 
market hit by asset-liability mismatch. Wiser from a 
series of IL&FS defaults leading to near collapse of short 
term money market, the RBI now prods  NBFCs to rely 
more on equities and long term debts as a means to 
raise resources  instead of short term funds. Also, one 
wonders if too much focus on inflation ignoring other 
parameters is warranted. A record low rupee entails 
a vicious cycle of costlier crude import, fatter fuel 
subsidies, worsening of already bloated budget deficit, 
higher bond yields , flight of investors from equity and 
debt markets and ,as a cumulative effect of all this, 
further weakening of the rupee. No wonder the stock 
market crashed on Friday itself.

Kriti Bharti. (IANS)

Tigers and Cover-Ups: Exposing 
Scandals Hidden in Forests

Kushagra Dixit   | IANS

Our heavenly Father delights in His 
children like a parent singing to a 

newborn baby.

No one told me before my wife and I had children 
how important singing would be. My children are 
now six, eight, and ten. But all three had problems 

sleeping early on. Each night, my wife and I took turns 
rocking our little ones, praying they’d nod off quickly. 
I spent hundreds of hours rocking them, desperately 
crooning lullabies to (hopefully!) speed up the process. 
But as I sang over our children night after night, some-
thing amazing happened: It deepened my bond of love 
and delight for them in ways I had never dreamed. 

Did you know Scripture describes our heavenly Father 
singing over His children too? Just as I sought to soothe 
my children with song, so Zephaniah concludes with a 
portrait of our heavenly Father singing over His people: 
“He will take great delight in you; in his love he will . . . 
rejoice over you with singing” (3:17).

Much of Zephaniah’s prophetic book warns of a com-
ing time of judgment for those who’d rejected God. Yet 
that’s not where it ends. Zephaniah concludes not with 
judgment but with a description of God not only rescuing 
His people from all their suffering (vv. 19–20) but also 
tenderly loving and rejoicing over them with song (v. 17).

Our God is not only a “Mighty Warrior who saves” and 
restores (v. 17) but a loving Father who tenderly sings 
songs of love over us.  

Father, help us to embrace Your tender love and 
“hear” the songs You sing.

Archana Sharma  | IANS

What a Woman! She Battled Personal Odds to Become Crusader Against Child Marriages

H
er struggle for survival began even before she 
was born. Her own family members wanted 
to kill her in her mother’s womb after her 
father abandoned them. Rajasthan-based 

Kriti Bharti had been fighting ever since — which even-
tually led her to battle for those who are are let down 
by their families and forced to get married as children.

Born prematurely at seven months, she first fought 
for her own survival; then she fought her family which 
considered her to be a curse. And now she has been 
fighting for years against child marriages despite fac-
ing death and rape threats.

While Kriti’s mother decided to have her as it was 
too risky to go for an abortion, her personal struggles 
were not over as she was constantly tormented by her 
relatives. Owing to some medical complications, she 
got stuck in the womb, due to which she had serious 
head wounds.

“This was my first struggle — to survive in this 
world. Born against the will of my relatives, I had to face 
torture and taunts in my childhood. When my mother 
went out to work, I was ill-treated and mentally tor-
tured by my relatives who said I had bad blood,” Kriti 
told IANS.

“Some relatives went to the extent of changing their 
paths to avoid seeing my face (thinking she brought ill-
luck),” she recounted sadly.

While such experiences scarred her psyche, it was 
her mother Indu and grandparents, Nemichand and 
Krishna Mahnot, who supported her, becoming pillars 
of strength.

But the social torture crossed all limits when one of 
her relatives gave her slow poison when she was just 10 
years old. Even as she survived, the poison paralysed 
her body, save her head and a hand.

“I could not sit, walk, stand or even change sides 
while sleeping. About 90 per cent of my body became 
insensitive. Despite being taken to several hospitals, 
nothing worked,” she said.

During this traumatic time, her mother took her 
to Reiki teacher Brahmanand Saraswati’s ashram in 
Bhilwara where several Reiki (a Japanese technique 
for stress reduction and relaxation that also promotes 
healing) sessions led to some improvement.

For the second time in her life, she had to again 
learn to walk. At 11, she was able to crawl like a toddler. 
Then she learnt how to sit and walk with some sup-
port. At the age of about 12, she could again stand on 
her own feet and started walking.

But traumatised by her childhood memories, Kriti 
was disenchanted from the world, gave up everything 
and changed her last name to Bharti, becoming the 
“daughter of Bharat (India)”. She learnt the Reiki art of 
healing while also learning Yoga practices.

After being counseled by her mother and her teach-

er Brahmanand Saraswati, she resumed her education 
and appeared for open board exams after a gap of four 
years and skipping six standards.

“With regular 15 to 16 hours study, I cleared my 
class X exams, followed by class XII and then did my 
graduation, post graduation and doctorate in psychol-
ogy from Jai Narayan Vyas University in Jodhpur.”

After her doctorate, she set out on her mission to 
work for the welfare of stigmatised children and wom-
en and now has a dream to make Rajasthan child mar-
riage-free.

After freeing many girl children from child marriag-
es, she has become the guardian and mother of such 
“balika vadhus” (child brides).

In 2012, she started Saarthi trust in Jodhpur and is 
now a rehabilitation psychologist and managing trus-
tee of the organisation.

“With a firm pledge to eradicate child marriages in 
the country, I prevented dozens of child marriages. But 
such marriages continued and innocent children were 
forced to follow traditions, thus wasting their lives,” she 
said.

Faced with the challenge of finding a solution, Kriti 
turned her attention to a legal remedy and discussed 
the situation with legal experts and came up with the 
idea of annulment of such illegal child marriages.

“Annulment of child marriage means the marriage 
which took place years ago is made legally null and 
void. After annulment, the boys and girls who tied the 
knot of child marriage years ago are freed from this 
bond,” she explained.

A victim of child marriage, Laxmi Sargara, came to 
Kriti seeking help and her marriage was successfully 
annulled — a first in the country, setting a precedent 
for future cases. This also brought national and inter-
national fame to Kriti and her organisation.

Not only did she find a place in several record books 
for the first annulment of a child marriage in the coun-
try, her campaign also found a place in the syllabus of 
class XI and XII of Central Board of Secondary Educa-
tion.

Once infamous for the highest number of child 
marriages in the country, Kriti’s campaign is slowly 
bringing about a change in Rajasthan, especially Jodh-
pur, which tops the list in the country for the most 
number of child marriage annulments.

Kriti’s efforts have helped annul 36 child marriages 
so far, which took place years ago. She has also created 
a record of preventing thousands of child marriages, 
finding a place in record books like Limca Book of 
Records and World Records India, and Unique Book of 
World Records.

In 2016, her name was once again registered in 
World Record India, India Book of Records and Unique 
World Records for nullifying three child marriages in 
three days.

Besides working for annulment of child marriages, 
she also works for rehabilitation of child labourers, vic-

tims of child trafficking and child abuse. She also works 
for the rehabilitation of women. Till now she has reha-
bilitated more than 6,000 children and more than 5,500 
women.

“I face many brutal attacks and threats but I contin-
ue working for the protection of girls. Being a woman, 
I received rape threats several times, but I stood firm,” 
she said.

At the international level, Pixel Project ranked her 
seventh in the list of role models, and her organisation 
Saarthi was ranked 10th in the global list.

With grit and determination, she continues to pur-
sue her life’s goals.

The weekly feature series is part of a positive-
journalism project of IANS and the Frank Islam 

Foundation. Archana Sharma can be contacted at 
archana.s@ians.in

DAILY
PATH

Our Singing Father

BIBLE READ:  ZEPHANIAH 3:14–20   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior 
who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his 

love he will . . . rejoice over you with singing. 
~   Zephaniah 3:17

Book: The Rise and Fall of the Emerald Tigers: 
Ten Years of Research in Panna National Park; 

Author: Raghu Chundawat; 
Pages:356; Price:  ` 899

I
n a world of self-styled tiger experts, lack of re-
search and scandalous cover-ups, eminent con-
servation biologist and wildlife crusader Raghu 
Chundawat’s book “The Rise and Fall of the Em-

erald Tigers...” is a bold, audacious and eye-opening 
account of the biggest systemic failures and wrong-
doings in India’s dealings with its wildlife.

It brings together decades-long research, the in-
triguing science of tiger ecology, its conservation and 
the politics around it. It uncovers how the tiger popu-
lation of Panna (which translates to Emerald in Eng-
lish), recovered through the late 1990s till early 2002 
due to great efforts, but succumbed to extinction in 
cold-blood by early 2009, in front of his eyes.

Set to offend many, Chundawat doesn’t make 
generalised allegations but puts forth figures and 
names of people he holds responsible. He also ex-
poses a system plagued by the habit of repeating 

mistakes, where, despite reaching out to the top of-
fices, including the Chief Minister, bureaucrats and 
institutions, he couldn’t stop deaths of the free-rang-
ing tigers he once helped revive.

“I had a front-row seat for the tiger’s extinction in 
Panna,” he writes.

The book shows how a sordid leadership and key 
institutions indulged in cover-ups through imagi-
nary census, creating fake pug-marks, giving a free-
run to poachers and reprimanding whistle-blowers 
-- in the process misleading even Parliament and the 
Supreme Court. It reveals many misdeeds swept un-
der the carpet by reckless authorities.

It explains almost everything one needs to know 
about tigers, conservation and politics. Foremost, it 
outlines that much of what went wrong still contin-
ues at the peril of our national animal.

Chundawat’s was a rare and early study of the ti-
gers of a dry forest system -- only two outdated re-
searches were done before his work, in India and Ne-
pal. The study, for the first time, used technology like 
radio-collars on both the tigers and their prey.

Watching many cubs growing to adulthood, 
Chundawat’s observations of 41 individual felines, 
during his study period of 1996 to 2006, is as if he 
spoke to the tigers and articulated their problems for 
the masses.

But above all, this book is a first-hand account 
of how fleeing from responsibility and reprimand-
ing the whistleblowers killed years of hard work and 
wiped out all the tigers of Panna Tiger Reserve in 
Madhya Pradesh between 2002 and 2009.

Being at ground zero and having helped revive 
the national park’s tigers, thus creating a milestone 
which everyone wished to be associate with, Chun-
dwat was also the first to notice that tigers in Panna 
were disappearing at an alarming pace.

In early 2005, he approached the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA) with a report titled 
“Missing Tigers of Panna”, on the tigers his team was 
monitoring. However, instead of acting, authori-
ties began a cover-up showing everything was well 
in Panna and even reprimanded him. Sariska Tiger 
Reserve of Rajshtan had already lost its tigers in 2005 
and Panna was on the same path.

“I was publically labelled anti-establishment and 
accused of having a “hidden agenda” by the then 
head of NTCA. As the system closed ranks, it became 
clear that it would be very hard for me to pursue re-
search work in the tiger area in future,” the author 
writes. 

Chundawat recalls that when his research team 
removed some snares set by poachers from a critical 
tiger habitat, the park administration lashed out at 
him and his team, saying it was not their job to do so. 
The author was later barred from entering the park 
even as a paid tourist.

“It seemed everyone was conspiring against the 

tigers,” he notes, adding that even as authorities 
knew it, they did not act out of fear of holding some-
one responsible.

“Sariska fell first. Yet when our report found twen-
ty tigers missing from Panna, the Indian authorities 
were unmoved,” the book says. It adds that while 
Sariska’s extinction happened “quietly”, Panna fell 
despite all the whistles being blown well before com-
plete extinction.

The book reveals how even when informed about 
the dropping numbers of tigers, the authorities 
worked another cover-up in the form of fake cen-
sus. “There had been so many opportunities to set it 
right but all energy was spent denying the problem 
and shooting the messenger,” Chundawat writes. He 
adds that had the census been conducted honestly, 
“this extinction need never happen”.

However, what surprised the author the most 
was not only the authorities’ reaction but also of col-
leagues and friends, as well as some national and 
international organisations, who remained distant 
spectators.

“In January 2008, the NTCA send an official 
team... to report on the status of tigers in Panna. 
But nothing concrete resulted: Their report appre-
ciated good work being done there, although it also 
expressed some concern about the tiger numbers 
and suggested yet another camera-trapping assess-
ment,” the book claims.

It further exposes how the authorities continued 
to deny the problem, even when the issue was raised 
in the Lok Sabha as a parliament question in March 
2008.

The book provides instances to show how the 
world was misled through imaginary figures and 
botched-up census, especially in Ranthambore and 
later in Panna, to project a false image of the flourish-
ing tiger.

Explaining why wildlife science in India is far be-
hind the rest of the world, the book reflects the over-
all emotion that almost every wildlife researcher and 
conservationist goes through.

“India could have done better,” Chundawat says, 
adding that 2,226 tigers are not a good at all and re-
minding readers that “India had more tigers in 1973 
than today”.

Written in the year when India recounts its tigers, 
the book questions: “Did we learn from our mis-
takes”? The author thinks not.

After the reintroduction of tigers in 2010, Panna 
today has a population of about 30 tigers from zero 
in eight years. For which Chundawat appreciates the 
leadership of Srinivas Murthy and his tireless staff.

The book, finally, conveys Chundawat’s anger 
and anguish over an apathetic trend that continues 
till date.

Kushagra Dixit can be reached at  
kushagra.d@ians.in

IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): It could be that 
you’re trying to communicate with someone 
in a matter regarding love and romance and it 
simply isn’t working. You’re apt to feel like you 

need a translator in order to get your message across. 
Both you and your partner need to share responsibility 
for making sure that the lines of communication remain 
open. Be practical yet sensitive in your approach.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a fantas-
tic time for you for love and romance, Taurus, 
even if there’s a bit of coolness between you 
and the person you care about. It’s possible 

that there needs to be an element of distance now for you 
to really appreciate the good thing you have. If you aren’t 
involved with someone now, you should find that you’re 
in a good position to make a move toward someone you 
feel strongly about.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): It’s one thing to be a 
friend and it’s another to feed someone’s ego just 
to make him or her happy, Gemini. Make sure 
that you aren’t telling someone lies just because 

you know that that is what he or she wants to hear. A true 
friend is someone who is honest at all times, even if it means 
that you may temporarily hurt that person’s feelings.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It’s critical that you 
not try to gain the love and appreciation of an-
other by controlling their decisions, Cancer. It’s 
time to let the people around you set their own 

rules and boundaries. Give that special person space to 
decide what’s best, then you can take action accordingly. It 
may be that you discover things about this person that you 
probably would never have known if you called all the shots.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You might need to put 
on the brakes today when it comes to love and 
romance, Leo. Don’t think that this means you 
have to break off any sort relationship that’s in 

the works, but realize that you may need to take a more re-
alistic approach to how you handle it. The problem is that 
you may be getting so caught up in the fantasy of things 
that you aren’t tending to practicalities.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Things should be go-
ing quite well for you today, Virgo, and you will 
find that aspects of your life that may have felt 
disconnected in the past are finally slipping into 

place. Have faith that all your painstaking planning and 
organizing is finally going to pay off. This is especially true 
in love and romance. Spend intimate time with a close 
partner tonight.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Restriction and dis-
cipline might not be your forte, Libra, but re-
alize that this may be exactly the type of thing 
that you need the most. Try not to expend your 

energy in too many directions. Focus and channel your 
efforts into the things you consider the most important. 
Make sure that most of your day is spent tending to these 
things. Have you hugged your loved ones lately?

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Appreciate the 
good things you have today, Scorpio. Don’t let 
another day go by without really paying hom-
age to the people who’ve helped you grow 

along the way. Take a walk. Climb a tree or help a child 
build a tree house. Connect with your spiritual side that 
finds satisfaction in where you are now instead of always 
feeling a need to search for something bigger and better.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): When it comes 
to matters of love and romance, you may need to 
tone things down a bit, Sagittarius. An aggressive 
approach now may drive your loved one further 

away from you instead of drawing him or her closer. Re-
member that love is a two-way street. Don’t just do things 
the way you’d like to do them. It’s crucial that you consider 
your partner’s thoughts and feelings every step of the way.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may find 
that your love is incredibly magnetic now, 
Capricorn. All you need to do is be yourself 
and suddenly people flock your way. There 

are terrific opportunities for you to strengthen the bonds 
you have with the people you care about the most. So-
lidify your relationship with soft romantic words and 
actions. There is an extra sensuality to your mood and 
actions now.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Consider taking 
a more conservative approach to your actions 
today, Aquarius, as well as to the way you dress. 
Others may be rather put off by something that 

comes across as too flashy. Fashion is apt to be a signifi-
cant concern for you now, which is fine. Don’t underesti-
mate the power of personal appearance.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Romantic relation-
ships may not exactly be going as well as you’d 
like, Pisces, but don’t get discouraged. Hang in 
there and you will find that things eventually 

come around your way. You may need to strengthen your 
internal sense of confidence, since it’s doubtful that you 
will get much support from interactions with the people 
around you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Linda Geddes | thewire.in

How Scientists are Untangling the Mystery of Developmental Disorders
According to Rare Disease UK, there are between 6,000 and 8,000 known rare diseases –  

and five new ones are described in the medical literature every week.

E
vie Walker sits on Alison’s lap, playing a game 
she never grows tired of: turning her mum’s 
hand over and over, stroking and examining it. 
When she takes a break and looks around, it is 

with the open-mouthed look of curiosity and awe that 
you see in many infants. Evie’s vocabulary currently 
consists of a repertoire of squawks and “mmm” sounds. 
In the past few months, she has begun to stand unaided 
for short periods – even taking a few steps in her walk-
ing frame – progress that fills her parents with immeas-
urable pride, not to mention hope for the future.

Despite her baby-like demeanour, Evie is eight years 
old. She has PURA syndrome, a vanishingly rare devel-
opmental disorder that didn’t officially exist until four 
years ago. Developmental disorders affect children’s 
normal mental or physical development. Before she 
was diagnosed, all Evie’s parents knew was that she suf-
fered from ‘global developmental delay’: a vague um-
brella term for a set of symptoms with myriad potential 
causes – some, but not all of them, associated with a 
heartbreakingly poor prognosis.

Yet, thanks to advances in genome sequencing, 
more and more families like the Walkers are receiving 
an accurate diagnosis for their child’s condition, and 
with it a clearer picture of what the future holds. In 
some cases, like Evie’s, it reveals they are suffering from 
a completely new disease; in others – albeit a minority 
of cases, for now – it reveals a potential treatment for a 
condition that had hitherto seemed untreatable.

It’s not only children with developmental disorders 
whose lives are being transformed by this technology. 
In October 2018, NHS England will launch its Genomic 
Medicine Service, 13 genomic medicine centres that 
will provide whole genome sequencing to people with 
undiagnosed rare diseases and cancer – another dis-
ease of mutated genes.

By uncovering the exact genomic changes driv-
ing tumour growth, doctors can choose more effective 
treatments. In so doing, the NHS says England will be-
come one of the first countries in the world to routinely 
offer “comprehensive and equitable access to the lat-
est in genomic testing and management for the whole 
country, regardless of condition and where people live.”

People with developmental diseases and cancer will 
be the first to benefit, but as our understanding of ge-
netics grows, the infrastructure will be in place for the 
testing of other disorders as well, such as early onset 
dementia or multiple sclerosis, which may be caused 
by several gene variants.

Ever since the announcement that a first draft of the 
human genome had been sequenced, scientists and 
politicians have been claiming we’re on the threshold 
of a new era of personalised genomic medicine. Has it 
finally arrived?

Archie Walker was 15 months old when his sister, 
Evie, came into the world. Alison had sailed through 
both pregnancies, and when Evie was delivered, a week 
overdue, by normal vaginal delivery, it appeared the 
Walkers had been blessed with a second healthy child 
– and an excellent sleeper to boot. But this attribute 
rapidly became a source of concern. Her parents had 
to wake her to feed her, and then she didn’t feed for very 
long. She also felt abnormally cold. Alison raised these 
concerns with her health visitor when Evie was five 
days old, and she was told to take her to hospital.

Immediately, the triage nurse grabbed her and 
raced off down the corridor: Evie spent the following 
week in intensive care while the medical team worked 
to keep her warm and fed. “We assumed it was just a 
little bump in the road, that she’d get better, and then 
we’d go home with our gorgeous little girl and all would 
be well,” says Alison.

But even though Evie returned home, she remained 
extremely sleepy, and as she turned from infant to tod-
dler, it became clear that she wasn’t hitting the usual 
developmental milestones. She regularly returned to 
hospital, undergoing blood tests for various hormonal 
and nutritional deficiencies, brain scans to detect neu-
rological damage and genetic tests for common inher-
ited diseases.

The Walkers naively assumed that one of these tests 
would eventually reveal how to fix Evie’s issues: “Then 
we started to realise that not only could we not fix it, we 
couldn’t figure out what the problem was to start with,” 
Alison says.

Evie was two years old when a hospital consultant 
sat her parents down and broke the devastating news 
that, not only was it unlikely that Evie would ever catch 
up with healthy children her age, they wondered if she 
would develop much further at all. Evie still couldn’t 
hold her head up, stand, walk or talk – and yet, the med-
ical tests kept returning normal results.

The Walkers’ experience was traumatic but surpris-
ingly common. A rare disease, as defined by the Euro-
pean Union, is one that affects fewer than 5 in 10,000 
people. According to Rare Disease UK, there are be-
tween 6,000 and 8,000 known rare diseases – and five 

new ones are described in the medical literature every 
week.

They range from well-known inherited diseases like 
cystic fibrosis and Huntington’s disease to childhood 
cancers and obscure developmental disorders like 
PURA syndrome. Around three-quarters of rare diseas-
es affect children, and a third of those born affected will 
not survive to see their fifth birthday.

Parents of affected children often describe the “di-
agnostic odyssey” of tests, false leads and medical 
head-scratching they endure before the source of the 
problem is identified – if it ever is. In an estimated 80% 
of rare diseases the cause is genetic, but despite enor-
mous progress towards understanding the human ge-
nome in recent decades, searching for mutations that 
cause rare diseases in individual patients isn’t as simple 
as it might sound.

One thing that has changed is the development 
of next-generation sequencing technology. DNA-se-
quencing machines don’t sequence the whole genome 
in one go. Instead, the DNA is cut into short pieces, 
around 150 ‘letters’ long, and the sequences of these 
fragments are read and then stitched together by com-
paring them to a reference sequence.

Next-generation sequencing enables hundreds 
of thousands to millions or billions of these DNA-se-
quencing reactions to be performed simultaneously, 
massively speeding up the process. It’s only in the last 
few years that researchers have been able to sequence 
an entire genome in a cost-effective way.

Helen Firth, a clinical geneticist at Cambridge Uni-
versity Hospitals, has spent her career trying to help 
those affected by rare diseases.

“Once you’ve got a diagnosis, you can try and learn 
from other patients with that condition about what the 
future might hold,” she says. This is so you can try and 
tailor future medical surveillance and management 
of the disease, she adds, as well as “provide accurate 
advice to other family members about the chances of 
another child or family member being affected by the 
condition”.

Yet, despite her best efforts, for many years Firth 
could only diagnose about a quarter to a third of the pa-
tients coming through her doors. Traditionally, geneti-
cists like Firth used a process called karyotyping, which 
involves pairing up and ordering all the chromosomes 
to see if any are missing, duplicated or contain subtler 
structural changes.

Karyotyping remains a useful technique for pin-
pointing large abnormalities, but the level of resolution 
is limited to around 5 million base pairs. Geneticists’ 
work became easier with the development of array 
technology, which enabled smaller abnormalities to 
be detected, with a resolution of 50,000–100,000 base 
pairs.

However, neither of these techniques could spot 
tiny (but often very significant) changes, such as a sin-
gle chemical letter being substituted for a different one. 
For this, you need DNA sequencing, a technique first 
developed during the 1970s. The initial sequencing 
of the human genome took around 13 years and cost 
more than £2 billion. The process has become progres-
sively faster and cheaper ever since.

Even so, until very recently it was only practical for 
clinical geneticists to sequence one gene at a time – lim-
iting what could be achieved in an individual patient.

However, by 2010 array technology had improved 
and the cost of genome sequencing fallen to the point 
where Firth, together with Matt Hurles – who is now 
Head of Human Genetics at the Wellcome Sanger In-
stitute – believed they might be able to diagnose many 
more patients if these technologies were systematically 
applied.

So, in partnership with NHS Genetics Services and 
several other research groups, they recruited more than 
12,000 British children and adults with undiagnosed 
developmental disorders into the Deciphering Devel-
opmental Disorders (DDD) study and sequenced all 
the gene-coding regions of their DNA. They also se-
quenced their parents’ DNA, enabling them to identify 
mutations that had occurred ‘de novo’ – either during 
egg or sperm production or when the affected person 
was still an early embryo.

“The question with these families has always been 
why so many of them have one very sick child and eve-
ryone else is healthy,” says Hurles, who leads the DDD 
study. “What we’ve found is that when we can make a 
diagnosis in these children, it’s often because of one of 
these new mutations.”

One of those recruited was Evie Walker. She and 
her parents each gave a saliva sample, and the genetic 
sequence of each of their 20,000 genes was compared 
to a database of 1,450 known developmental disorder 
genes. Although doing this has enabled many DDD 
participants to receive a diagnosis, it didn’t work for 
Evie. Instead, for Evie and those like her with no diag-
nosis in the DDD study, the researchers turned to her 
other genes – those with no known link to disease – 
looking for ones containing a significant excess of de 
novo mutations.

This led them to the PURA gene, which encodes a 
protein that helps regulate the expression of numerous 
other genes. Evie and two other girls were found to have 
small deletions or spelling mistakes in different areas 
of the PURA gene, which the researchers believed ac-
counted for their illness.

Although the girls had similar symptoms, they 
weren’t identical: “We’re often finding that these disor-
ders are quite variable from one patient to the next, and 
this might be one reason why they haven’t been recog-
nised before now – because a clinician couldn’t have 
said: these are all one thing,” says Hurles.

To date, rare variants in nearly 1,500 genes have 
been shown to cause developmental disorders. So far, 
the DDD study has identified 30 new genes associated 
with developmental disorders and has led to the recog-
nition of 14 entirely new disorders – although the data 
is still being analysed and more are likely to emerge.

“It has been wonderful to have families who I strug-
gled for years to get a diagnosis for recruited to the 
DDD study, and then to have been able to sit in clinic 
with and actually explain the molecular diagnosis to 
them,” says Firth.

As for Alison Walker, though she wanted a diagnosis 
for Evie, she underestimated the impact it would have 
on their lives: “We thought it would just be a name for 
what we were already living with. We didn’t expect it to 
be life-changing, but then when it came it really was.”

On the other side of the world in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, six-year-old Sarah Anderson was going through 
a diagnostic odyssey of her own. The first sign that 
something was wrong was when Sarah, at 36 hours old, 
couldn’t stay warm, was incredibly floppy, wasn’t feed-
ing properly and would temporarily stop breathing.

“I remember the geneticist coming in and saying, 
‘I give her seven days; enjoy her; spend as much time 
with her as you can,’ and thinking, this wasn’t supposed 
to happen,” says Sarah’s mother, Mel.

Fortunately, Sarah defied the odds, although as she 
grew older she failed to meet the normal developmen-
tal milestones and struggled to control her movements. 
At 14 months she developed severe epilepsy, suffering 
up to 20 seizures per day, which left her exhausted and 
made her other symptoms even worse.

She was misdiagnosed with several conditions be-
fore the cost of genome sequencing fell to a point where 
her parents were able to fundraise the US$8,000 need-
ed to get it done. Sequencing didn’t provide an immedi-
ate diagnosis, but it did narrow the search to around 20 
genes – one of which was PURA.

The breakthrough came when a doctor from Mel-
bourne who knew about Sarah’s case attended a confer-
ence where early results of the DDD study were being 
presented. One slide listed the PURA gene along with 
other genes of interest. Afterwards, the doctor walked 
up to the presenter and said: “We’ve got one of those.”

Several months of emails and telephone conversa-
tions later, Sarah’s neurologist was emailed a draft of 
the research paper the British researchers were putting 
together on this new condition. It contained a photo of 
the first child that they had diagnosed.

“Suddenly they were more excited I think than I 
was,” Mel recalls. “Our neurologist couldn’t get the 
words out, but then we looked at this child and…” 
Mel takes a sharp intake of breath. The photo showed 
a pretty four-year-old girl, with a round face, long dark 
hair cut into a blunt fringe, and a slightly open mouth. 
Mel thought: “That’s Sarah.” It was Evie Walker.

Even though Sarah’s doctors could now give Mel a 
diagnosis, they couldn’t tell her any more about what it 
meant. Mel credits Sarah’s neurologist with what hap-
pened next. He said: “Find the others; bring the parents 
together; form a foundation; find researchers – it’s the 
only way you’re going to get the answers that you need.”

Things happened quickly. In the autumn of 2014, a 
paper describing the three British girls with PURA mu-
tations, plus Sarah, was published. At the same time, an 
American group published a study describing another 
group of children with similar mutations. Mel arranged 
to fly out and meet some of them.

On that first visit, she met with seven other families, 
and they agreed together to set up a foundation. Soon 
afterwards, they launched a website and began to for-
mally register the foundation. They then reached out to 
any researcher they could find who had worked on the 
PURA gene or the protein it encoded.

One of them was Dierk Niessing at the Institute of 
Structural Biology in Munich. Niessing had spent the 
early part of his career trying to solve the structure of 
the PURA protein and understand more about what it 
did. Mice that had been engineered to lack the PURA 
gene showed serious defects in their brains and nerv-
ous systems. The mice also tended to struggle with eat-
ing, breathing and walking.

“Everything was weaker,” says Niessing. “So, my 
guess was that it’s an important protein, and perhaps at 
some point a disease would be found.”

When the 2014 paper was published, he was proved 
correct.

In 2016, the PURA Syndrome Foundation held its 

first conference near London, which Alison and Evie 
Walker attended. It was the first time Alison had met 
Mel face-to-face. “It was like meeting a long-lost sister,” 
Alison says.

“Initially it made me really sad to think that so many 
people had been through the same thing we’ve been 
through,” she says. “But it was nice to know, on the days 
when you just felt like putting your head in your hands 
and sobbing, that other people do understand.”

The DDD project isn’t only playing the role of dis-
ease detective for people with developmental disor-
ders. One interesting theme that’s emerging from such 
studies is the overlap between these disorders and can-
cers – both childhood and adult – all of which are driven 
by mutated genes.

Embryos and cancers have several features in com-
mon: both arise from a single cell and undergo rapid 
growth. And developmental signalling pathways con-
trolling cell division and migration are often found to 
have become reactivated and dysregulated in cancer.

Increasingly, some of the same genes – and even the 
same mutations – are being implicated. For instance, 
mutations in a gene called BRAF can result in a devel-
opmental disorder called Costello syndrome, which 
is characterised by intellectual disability and delayed 
development, loose folds of skin, unusually flexible 
joints and a large mouth. BRAF mutations also drive 
the growth of cancers, including some childhood brain 
cancers as well as the skin cancer melanoma in adults.

What seems to be important is the timing of when 
mutations occur: developmental disorders largely 
seem to arise from mutations in the eggs or sperm that 
aren’t present in the rest of the parents’ cells – or from 
mutations occurring shortly after the egg is fertilised.

Research into adult cancer has led the way in terms 
of using discoveries about the genetics of the disease to 
find new treatments for it. Many newer cancer drugs 
target relatively common genetic mutations that drive 
tumour growth, and biopsies from individual patients 
are tested to predict whether they are likely to respond.

Childhood cancer is more challenging, though. Of-
ten the mutations driving it are extremely rare, so you 
don’t necessarily know what to look for. If a child fails 
to respond to chemotherapy, their doctors may be at a 
loss as to what to try next.

Far better would be to identify the driver mutation 
at the outset and proceed straight to targeted therapy – 
and that’s where sequencing comes in.

Since 2011, Rajen Mody at the University of Michi-
gan and his colleagues have been sequencing normal 
and tumour DNA, as well as the tumour RNA (the tem-
plate that enables DNA to be translated into proteins), 
from children whose cancer has failed to respond to 
standard treatment.

Compared to DNA sequencing, sequencing RNA is 
more effective at detecting gene fusions – a common 
type of mutation in childhood cancers.

So far, they have sequenced 375 children’s tumours. 
In a third of cases, they have been successful in starting 
patients on a pre-existing drug targeted to the particu-
lar mutation or fusion identified.

“It just so happens that a lot of these mutations in 
childhood cancer are targetable mutations, and there 
is a very good drug out there that has been designed 
for adult cancer,” says Sam Behjati, a Sanger Institute 
researcher who is using genome sequencing to better 
understand the basis of childhood cancer.

Take melanoma. Adults with melanoma often carry 
a mutation in the BRAF gene, and if they do, a BRAF 
inhibitor drug is often effective – at least until their tu-
mour becomes resistant to it. Yet some children with 
brain cancer also have this or other mutations in BRAF, 
for which these drugs would also be effective.

“The whole targeted therapy business has a lot 
more mileage in children than in adults, because it can 
actually cure someone,” says Behjati. “In adults, it usu-
ally only keeps the cancer at bay for a little while.”

The cross-over between cancer and developmen-
tal disorders means that a similar approach could pay 
dividends there. “If we can piggyback on the work that’s 
going into developing cancer therapies, it could be a 
way of getting much more investment in the disorders 
we’re trying to solve,” says Hurles.

The 100,000 Genomes Project was launched in Eng-
land in 2012 by the then prime minister David Cam-
eron, whose own son Ivan was born with a rare neu-
rological disorder that baffled doctors and eventually 
claimed his life.

The goal was to sequence 100,000 genomes from 
patients with cancer, rare disorders and infectious dis-
eases, both to find diagnoses and potential treatments 
for them, but also, in so doing, establish the infrastruc-
ture to offer routine whole genome sequencing for rare 
diseases and cancer within the NHS by October this 
year.

So far, they have sequenced more than 75,000 ge-
nomes – most of them from families with undiagnosed 
rare diseases – and diagnoses have been returned in 
around a quarter of cases.

To be continued...
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Naxalism will be eliminated from 
India in three years — Rajnath

EC to use tech to nail poll code 
violations, ensure smooth voting

India going through major 
transformation, says Modi

Tensions peak ahead of 
municipal polls in Kashmir 

Polls in five states will mark 
beginning of end for BJP — Tewari

Aadhaar mandatory to avail  
Ayushman Bharat for second time

S-400 missile deal: India reasserts independent foreign policy 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the 1st Uttarakhand 
Investors Summit 2018, in Dehradun, Uttarakhand, Sunday.

PTI

Manish Tewari

Rajnath Singh

Lucknow, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh Sunday said the men-
ace of Left Wing Extremism 
(LWE) will be wiped out 
from the country in about 
three years.

Addressing troops of 
the Rapid Action Force 
(RAF) on the occasion of 
their 26th anniversary cel-
ebrations here, Singh said 
their action should be rapid 
and quick but never “reck-
less.” 

Singh, speaking at the 
CRPF camp here, said dis-
tricts affected by Naxal vio-
lence in the country have 
come down to about 10-12 
as compared to 126 some 
time back.

The day is not far, may 
be in a time period of 1-2 
or 3 years, that the LWE 
will be eliminated from 
the country and this would 
happen due to your (CRPF) 
determination, courage 
and hard work and that of 
the state police forces, he 
said. “I congratulate you on 
the kind of work you have 
done in the LWE theatre of 
the country,” Singh said.

The minister said the 
force has killed 131 Mao-
ists and militants this year 
while it has apprehended 
1,278 of them and has ef-
fected 58 surrenders during 
the same time.

The home minister also 
asserted that Jammu and 
Kashmir, where the CRPF 
is deployed as the lead 
counter-militancy force, 

has been and will be an 
“inseparable” part of India.

Some youth there (J-
K) have been misled into 
militancy, but this force 
has ensured security com-
mendably, he said.

Talking about the spe-
cific role of the RAF, a spe-
cial unit under the CRPF, 
during riots and protests, 
the home minister advised 
them to be prompt and 
rapid but never “reckless.” 

All the police forces are 
like civilised units and they 
should never do anything 
that will label them as “bru-
tal.” 

One should know how 
to behave during crowd 
control and similar duties 
and should always know 

how much and when to use 
force, he said.

Singh’s comments can 
be seen in the context of 
a recent incident in Uttar 
Pradesh’s capital where 
a police jawan allegedly 
killed an unarmed MNC 
executive.

An RAF battalion has 
a strength of just over 
1,000 personnel and it is 
equipped with gadgets and 
non-lethal weapons like 
pump action guns, tear 
smoke grenade launchers 
and others to enforce se-
curity and law and order in 
case of protests or riot-like 
situations.

The force is part of the 
Central Reserve Police 
Force, the country’s largest 

paramilitary force or the 
Central Armed Police Force 
(CAPF) with over 3 lakh 
personnel.

It was raised and made 
fully operational in Octo-
ber, 1992. It has ten bat-
talions (of about 10,000) 
based in various parts of 
the country in order to 
cut down response time 
to counter an incident of 
trouble.

The ten existing RAF 
battalions are based in 
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, 
Allahabad, Mumbai, Del-
hi, Aligarh, Coimbatore, 
Jamshedpur, Bhopal and 
Meerut. 

Five of its new bases are 
in Jaipur, Varanasi, Man-
galore, Hajipur(Bihar) and 

Nuh (Haryana).

‘Kashmir is ours, no power 
can snatch it from us’
Jammu and Kashmir is a 
part of India and it will re-
main so and “no power 
in the world can snatch 
it from us”, Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh said 
on Sunday. “Kashmir is 
ours, it was ours and it will 
be ours. No power of the 
world can snatch it from 
us,” the Minister said on 
the occasion of 26th anni-
versary of the Rapid Action 
Force (RAF), a specialised 
wing of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF).

The RAF deals with ri-
ots, major law and order 
issues as well as relief and 
rescue operations.

Singh also  lauded 
the the CRPF’s attempt 
in maintaining a balance 
while dealing with Kash-
miri people and terrorists.

“If  some Kashmiri 
youths do things they 
should not because they 
are instigated by some peo-
ple, you handle them prop-
erly as you feel that they 
belong to our country.

“But if  any person 
indulges in any terrorist 
activity, no power in the 
world can stop you from 
neutralizing that person,” 
he added. The Minister 
said militant incidents had 
decreased in Jammu and 
Kashmir and that security 
forces had been giving a be-
fitting reply to the terrorists.

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (IANS): The Election 
Commission (EC) will deploy several tech-
nology applications to nail violation of the 
Model Code of Conduct (MCC) during elec-
tions and ensure smooth polling.

The EC has developed C-VIGIL android 
mobile phone application to enable people 
to report code violations. 

“The delay in reporting code violations 
so far has resulted in the escape of culprits 
from law-enforcers. Also, lack of docu-
mentary evidence like photos, pictures or 
video clips prove a hurdle in verifying com-
plaints,” an EC release said. 

It pointed out that a “significant per-
centage” of reporting was “false or inac-
curate”. “Further, the absence of a robust 
response system to quickly and accurately 
identify the scene of occurrence with the 
help of geographical location details ham-
pered election officers’ ability to apprehend 
violators.

In case of a registered complaint, 
a unique ID number will be generated 
to allow the citizen concerned to track 
his/her complaint’s status. Anonymous 
complaints do not get any identification 
numbers. 

Once a complaint has been received in 
the c-VIGIL system, the same is beeped to 
the district control room, which assigns it 
to a flying squad for action. 

The other apps to be used by EC in 
poll-bound Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Rajasthan, Mizoram and Telanaga include 
National Grievance Service, Integrated 
Contact Centre, Suvidha, Sugam, Elec-
tion Monitoring Dashboard and one-way 
electronically transmitted postal ballot for 
service voters. 

Suvidha is a single-window system for 
giving election-related permission/clear-
ance within 24 hours. Through the system, 
the candidates and political parties can 
apply for permissions for meetings, rallies, 
vehicles, temporary election office, and 
loudspeakers at a single location, where 
back-end convergence of various authori-
ties/departments has been done, the EC 
said. 

Sugam is an IT-based vehicle manage-
ment system with the facility of issuance 
of requisition letters for vehicles, capturing 
of vehicle details with addresses, mobile 
numbers and bank details of owners and 
drivers, transfer of vehicles from one district 
to another district etc.

Webcasting at identified critical stations 
for live monitoring of election process will 
also be undertaken.

The Election Monitoring Dashboard 
is an IT tool that provides a dashboard of 
consolidated information, tools and timely 
reports to officers at all hierarchical levels 
from top to bottom. 

Besides, all registered service voters will 
be delivered e-postal ballot of their respec-
tive constituencies through electronically 
transmitted postal ballot (ETPBS), which 
will be printed and after voting will be sent 
back to the Returning Officer concerned by 
post, the EC added.
VVPATs to be used in all 10.6 lakh polling 
stations
Assuring timely allocation of electronic 
voting machines (EVM) for the 2019 
general elections, the Election Commis-
sion on Sunday said it was in the process 
of ensuring allocation of Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) for over 10 lakh 
polling stations.

The mandatory First Level Checks and 
training to District Officers are being en-
sured to meet the requirement of 100 per 
cent VVPATs across approximately 10.6 lakh 
polling stations for the Lok Sabha Election 
in 2019, it said. 

With around 22.3 lakh ballot Units, 
16.3 lakh control units and nearly 17.3 lakh 
VVPATs to be used for the forthcoming 
elections, the poll panel said it is consist-
ently reviewing the status of production and 
supply of EVMs and VVPATs by the public 
sector units. 

The poll panel on September 26 had 
said that it has enhanced the requirement of 
additional VVPATs from 125 per cent to 135 
per cent considering the trend of failure rate 
of the machines in past elections, besides 
adopting improved hardware for them.

Dehradun, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said India 
is going through major so-
cial and economic changes 
and the resultant New India 
will prove to be a catalyst for 
global development.

“India is witnessing 
rapid economic and social 
changes. The country is 
going through a big trans-
formation. We are marching 
towards a New India,” Modi 
said at an investors’ summit 

here in Uttarakhand.
“Every major institution 

in the world is predicting 
that in the coming decades, 
India is going to be the driv-
ing engine of world growth,” 
he added.

Modi said India’s econ-
omy had stabilized over the 
last few years, fiscal deficit 
had come down, inflation 
was under control and the 
middle class was rising.

“The scale and speed at 
which reforms are happen-

Srinagar/Jammu, Oct. 7 (IANS): Amid tight security and 
heightened tensions ahead of the start of staggered mu-
nicipal polls in the Kashmir Valley, suspense mounted on 
Sunday on voter participation amid militant threats to both 
candidates and voters.

It is the first time the authorities have not publicized 
the names of contesting candidates in the troubled val-
ley.

This has been done to address the security concerns of 
the candidates who remain under threat from the militants.

Authorities have also ensured that all the candidates 
in the valley are in a secure accommodation ahead of the 
poll process.

The Valley’s two major parties, the National Conference 
(NC) and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), are boycott-
ing the elections.

So have the CPI-M, the Peoples Democratic Front (PDF) 
headed by Hakim Yaseen and the Democratic Party Nation-
alist (DPN) headed by Ghulam Hassan Mir.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Congress and inde-
pendent candidates are the only contestants.

While 244 candidates have been elected unopposed, 
there are no candidates in the fray in 159 municipal wards 
of the Kashmir Valley.

Statistically, 29 percent of voters will have no candidates 
to choose from in their wards in the valley.

While militants have issued threats to both candidates 
and voters, separatist leaders have called for a protest shut-
down in the Kashmir Valley on Monday.

Tension was palpable in the region on Sunday as the 
authorities beefed up security across Jammu and Kashmir.

Four hundred additional companies of paramilitary 
forces have arrived here to augment the existing strength 
of security forces.

All vehicles entering the city were being thoroughly 
checked.

ing are unprecedented. In 
the last two years, the cen-
tral and state governments 
have ushered in more than 
10,000 reforms. Thanks to 
this, India has made a sig-
nificant jump of 42 points 
in the global ‘ease of doing 
business’ index,” the Prime 
Minister said.

“As part of these re-
forms, more than 1,400 laws 
have been repealed. Ma-
jor tax reforms have been 
brought in.”

Modi said the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) had 
been the “biggest tax reform 
since independence” that 
had made the entire coun-
try into a single market and 
had widened the tax base.

He said infrastructure 
development was taking 
place at a “record speed” 
with more than 10,000 kilo-
metres of national highways 
built in the last one year.

“It means over 27 km 
road built per day. This rate 
is double as compared to 
road development during 
previous governments.”

Ludhiana, Oct. 7 (PTI): Sen-
ior Congress leader Man-
ish Tewari claimed Sunday 
the elections in five states 
scheduled between Novem-
ber and December would 
mark the beginning of the 
end for the BJP rule at the 
Centre. 

He also rejected the 
claims that the Congress’ 
efforts to form a grand al-
liance to take on the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
ahead of the next general 
elections had failed, saying 
it was too early to rush to the 
conclusion.

“The upcoming polls in 
five states will mark the be-
ginning of the end of the BJP 
rule at the Centre,” Tewari 
told reporters here on the 
sidelines of a party function.

Replying to another 
question, he said the results 
in the five states would pave 
the way for the formation 
of the grand alliance at the 
Centre. He said the state-
level arrangements would 
not have any impact over 
the general elections. “The 
priorities of the parties are 
entirely different when it 
comes to state and parlia-

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
By concluding the S-400 
Triumf long-range surface-
to-air missile system deal 
with Russia in the face of 
Washingtons sanctions on 
Moscow, India reasserted 
its independence on foreign 
policy in adherence with 
New Delhis stated stand 
that its ties with one country 
are free of that with a third 
country.

After the signing of the 
deal during the course of 
the 19th India-Russia Annu-
al Bilateral Summit between 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin here on 
Friday, a top source pointed 
out that India’s negotiations 
for the S-400 missile system 
began several years before 
the current US sanctions on 
Russia came into effect.

This was basically im-
plying that New Delhi will 
not give up on its defence 
cooperation legacy with 
Moscow in the face of an-
other country’s actions.

The S-400 missile deal 
has been an issue of much 
speculation after the Trump 
administration’s Counter-
ing America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act 

(CAATSA) law came into ef-
fect in January. CAATSA tar-
gets countries doing busi-
ness with Russian, Iranian 
and North Korean defence 
companies.

A group of US senators 
imposed the sanctions on 
Russia over what they called 
Moscow’s continued in-
volvement in the wars in 
Ukraine and Syria and its 
alleged interference in the 
2016 US presidential elec-
tion.

Following the signing of 
the S-400 deal, the US Em-
bassy spokesperson here 
said that the intent of her 
country’s implementation 
of CAATSA was “to impose 
costs on Russia for its ma-
lign behaviour, including 
by stopping flow of money 
to Russia’s defence sector”.

Spokesperson Jinnie 
Lee said that CAATSA was 
“not intended to impose 
damage to the military ca-
pabilities of our allies or 
partners”.

Her comments came 
after a senior US State De-
partment official said last 
month that there will be no 
blanket waiver for defence 
trade with Russia.

“On the S-400, there is 

no blanket waiver or coun-
try-specific waiver,” Prin-
cipal Deputy Secretary of 
State for South and Cen-
tral Asia Affairs Alice Wells 
had said while briefing the 
media about the first ever 
2+2 India-US Ministerial 
Dialogue.

External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj, Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and Defence 
Secretary Jim Mattis held 
the 2+2 Dialogue here on 
September 6.

Wells also referred to 
Pompeo’s remarks to the 
media here after the 2+2 
Dialogue in which he said 
that no decision has been 
taken on the S-400 deal.

“We continue to have 
conversations with the In-
dian leadership on ways 
we are working to hold 
Russia accountable for its 
behaviour,” she stated. “As 
Secretary Pompeo said, 
the sanctions are not in-
tended to adversely impact 
countries like India. These 
are designed to impact 
Russia.”

The most significant 
outcome of the 2+2 Dia-
logue was the signing of the 

Communications Compat-
ibility and Security Agree-
ment (COMCASA) by the 
two sides. COMCASA guar-
antees India access to criti-
cal US defence technologies 
and communication net-
works to help the militaries 
of the two countries in their 
interoperability.

Though India and the 
US maintain a robust Glo-
bal Strategic Partnership 
with the two countries be-
ing major defence partners, 
by signing the S-400 missile 
deal, New Delhi has now 
sent a clear signal to the 
world that its bilateral rela-
tionship with one country 
is independent of that with 
a third country.

This was also evident 
when Modi went to Wuhan 
in China in April at the invi-
tation of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping for an informal 
summit after Indian and 
Chinese troops were in a 
face-to-face situation at 
Doklam on the India-Bhu-
tan-China trijunction for 73 
days last year.

India and China are now 
also in talks to update a 
12-year-old defence agree-
ment and establish a hot-
line between their defence 

ministries.
Putin, too, after being 

re-elected President for the 
fourth time, hosted Modi for 
a similar informal summit 
in the Russian resort city 
of Sochi in May. Following 
that meeting, Modi said 
that India-Russia bilateral 
ties have been taken to a 
new level.

New Delhi also made 
its foreign policy independ-
ence in West Asia clear 
when Modi made separate 
visits to Israel in July last 
year and to Palestine in Feb-
ruary this year.

These were the first-ever 
Indian prime ministerial 
visits to the two countries.

Despite developing 
strong ties with Israel, India 
in December last year voted 
with the rest of the world in 
the UN General Assembly 
against US President Don-
ald Trump’s unilateral deci-
sion to recognise Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel.

Now, what remains to be 
seen is how India handles 
the fresh US sanctions on 
Iran that are set to come 
into effect on November 4.

The US pulled out of 
the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) that 

Tehran had signed with 
the five permanent mem-
bers (P5) of the UN Security 
Council, Germany and the 
European Union and im-
posed the new sanctions on 
the West Asian nation over 
its nuclear programme.

Under the sanctions, the 
US wants all countries in the 
world to stop importing oil 
from Iran.

This has sparked con-
cerns in New Delhi as Iran 
is a major supplier of crude 
oil to India.

According to Wells, ex-
pert-level discussions are 
going on between India and 
the US on issues related to 
crude oil exports from Iran 
and ways to bring those 
exports down.

Stating that these con-
versations are ongoing, she 
said that the US is “working 
very hard with our part-
ners so that there are no 
disruptions in the market 
and adequate supply is 
available to substitute for 
Iranian oil”.

But can India afford to 
forego crude supplies from 
Iran in the face of the spi-
ralling oil prices? This is 
the next big foreign policy  
challenge for New Delhi.

mentary elections,” he said.
Tewari  al leged the 

Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment had spelt “doom for 
the economy”.

He said the common 
man was finding it difficult 
to make both ends meet.

“The BJP will certainly 
be punished for its sins of 
omission and commission 
and the beginning will be 
made with the assembly 
elections in five states,” he 
claimed, adding the die-
sel and petrol prices had 
touched the roof.

High-stakes Assembly 
polls in Chhattisgarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Mizoram, Ra-
jasthan and Telangana will 
be held between November 
12 and December 7. 

The former Union min-
ister also alleged the econ-
omy was completely mis-
managed and it had never 
been in such a shambles.

He claimed the rupee 
had lost its value by about 
half during the last four and 
a half years of the central 
government.

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
Aadhaar is not manda-
tory to avail benefits for 
the first time under the re-
cently-launched Ayushman 
Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) 
but will be compulsory for 
those seeking treatment 
under the scheme for the 
second time, according to a 
top official.

In case the Aadhaar 
number is not available, 
beneficiaries have to at least 
provide documents to prove 
that they have enrolled for 
the 12-digit unique identity 
number, said Indu Bhushan, 
CEO of the National Health 
Agency, responsible for im-
plementing the PMJAY.

The move comes in the 
wake of a Supreme Court 
order declaring the Aadhaar 
scheme as constitutionally 
valid.

“We are studying the Su-
preme Court order. Aadhaar 
number or at least docu-
ments to prove that one 
has enrolled for the 12-digit 
unique identity number will 
be mandatory to seek treat-

ment under the scheme for 
the second time. 

“To avail benefits for the 
first time, one can either 
show an Aadhaar or any 
other identity document like 
election card etc,” Bhushan 
said.

The Ayushman Bharat-
National Health Protection 
Mission (AB-NHPM), which 
was renamed as AB-PMJAY, 
was launched pan-India 
by the Prime Minister from 
Jharkhand on September 23. 
Since its rollout over 47,000 
people have already availed 
the benefits of the scheme, 
which has been touted as 
the world’s largest health 
insurance programme while 
over 92,000 have been given 
Gold cards, Deputy CEO of 
NHA, Dinesh Arora said.

Under the scheme, the 
government aims at provid-
ing a coverage of Rs 5 lakh 
per family annually, benefit-
ing more than 10.74 crore 
poor families for secondary 
and tertiary care hospitali-
sation through a network 
of Empanelled Health Care 
Providers (EHCP). 



Tehran, Oct. 7 (PTI/AFP): Iran’s 
parliament on Sunday approved 
a bill to counter terrorist financ-
ing that was strongly opposed by 
conservatives but seen as vital to 
salvaging the nuclear deal with 
European and Asian partners. 

The bill, one of four put for-
ward by the government in a bid to 
meet demands set by the interna-
tional Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), was passed by 143 votes to 
120, according to the semi-official 
ISNA news agency.

It aims to bring Iran’s laws in 
line with international standards 
and allow it to join the UN Terror-
ism Financing Convention.

A previous bill on the mechan-
ics of monitoring and preventing 
terrorist financing was signed into 
law in August.

But joining the UN convention 
has been controversial because 
hardliners say it will limit Iran’s 
ability to support armed groups in 
the region such as its Lebanese ally, 
Hezbollah.

Two other bills -- on money-
laundering and organised crime 

-- have also been passed by parlia-
ment but are being held up by the 
Guardian Council, which vets all 
legislation.

Iran is alone with North Ko-
rea on the blacklist of the Paris-
based FATF, which monitors global 
money laundering and terrorist 
financing.

The FATF suspended counter-
measures against Iran in June 2017 
and has set a final deadline of mid-
October for it to amend its laws.

The issue has become par-
ticularly pressing since the United 
States walked out of the 2015 
nuclear deal with Iran earlier this 
year and began reimposing sanc-
tions.

The other parties to the deal 
-- Britain, France, Germany, China 
and Russia -- have sought to sal-
vage the agreement and main-
tain trade with Iran, but have de-
manded that it accede to the FATF. 
“Neither I nor the president can 
guarantee that all problems will 
go away if we join (the UN conven-
tion),” said Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif during the 

debate ahead of the vote.
“But I guarantee that not join-

ing will provide the US with more 
excuses to increase our problems,” 
he added.

He said Russia and China -- 
two of Iran’s “strategic allies” -- 
have refused to maintain financial 
ties unless it joined the FATF. 

Conservatives were furious 
with the vote on Sunday, with 
hardliners leading chants of 
“death to traitors” outside parlia-
ment.

In a heated debate ahead of 
the vote, opponents of the bill said 
it would not solve the country’s fi-
nancial problems, and would help 
its enemies.

“We did what (the FATF) de-
manded, we passed three bills but 
nothing happened. Our financial 
problems will not go away even if 
we join,” said lawmaker Hossein 
Naghavi Hosseini.

Another hardliner, Moham-
mad Dehghan, warned the bill 
means “providing the enemy with 
intelligence during an economic 
war” and that passing it amounted 

to “treason”.
Both sides have evoked su-

preme leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei to support their position.

Conservatives pointed to 
Khamenei’s statement in June that 
Iran has “no need to join” global 
conventions.

But parliament speaker Ali 
Larijani, who supports the gov-
ernment’s position, said he had 
received a letter from Khamenei 
explaining that his remarks were 
about “conventions in general” 
and not meant to oppose any par-
ticular bills.

Reformist lawmaker Moham-
mad Feyzi told the session that 
Iran does not have “the luxury 
of choice” and will face negative 
consequences if it refuses to join 
the FATF.

Ali Najafi, spokesman for the 
parliament’s commission which 
produced the bill, said Iran re-
tained the right to walk away from 
the UN convention “wherever it 
acts against the Iranian constitu-
tion” and emphasised that it does 
not force Iran to recognise Israel. 

Jakarta, Oct. 7 (IANS): The 
death toll from multiple 
strong quakes and a tsu-
nami in Indonesia’s central 
Sulawesi province jumped 
to 1,944 on Sunday, mili-
tary and disaster agency 
officials said.

A spokesman for the 
Joint Task Force for Central 
Sulawesi province said a 
total of 2,549 people were 
still in hospitals for medical 
treatment after the disas-
ters hit the province on 
September 28, reports Xin-
hua news agency. 

The number of people 
who were missing or be-
lieved to be buried under 

the debris were 683 and 152 
respectively, he said. 

The National Disaster 
Management Agency said 
that most bodies were re-
trieved from Palu, the pro-
vincial capital, followed by 
the districts of Donggala, 
Sigi, Parigi Mountong and 
a district of Pasang Kayu 
in nearby West Sulawesi 
province. 

“The search for the 
victims is expected to be 
completed on Thursday,” 
an official said. 

The quakes and tsu-
nami have forced a total 
of 62,359 Indonesians to 
flee their homes and take 

shelter in makeshift tents 
and under tarpaulins at 
147 evacuation centres, he 
added. 

Powerful and shallow 
quakes of 6.0, 7.4 and 6.1 
magnitude that triggered 
a tsunami devastated the 
province on September 28, 
with the hardest-hit area in 
Palu and adjoining Dong-
gala district. 

The tsunami, which 
followed the quakes with 
the height of 0.5 to 3 me-
ters, ravaged coastal ar-
eas near the Talisa beach in 
Palu and Donggala district, 
according to the meteorol-
ogy and geophysics agency. 

Kinshasa, Oct. 6 (PTI/
AFP): At least 60 people 
died and scores suffered 
serious burns on Saturday 
after an oil tanker collided 
with a vehicle on an arte-
rial highway in the west of 
DR Congo. 

The accident occurred 
on a highway linking the 
capital Kinshasa to the 
country’s sole seaport at 
Matadi on the Atlantic 
Ocean.

“We have counted 53 
charred bodies,” said Flo-
rian, a witness, speaking 
at the disaster site in the 
village of Mbuba, about 
120 kilometres (100 miles) 
west of Kinshasa.

Seven others with 
grievous burn injuries died 
at the Saint-Luc hospital 
in Kisantu, a nearby city, 
he said.

“We have about 50 
dead and a 100 people 
have suffered second de-
gree burns,” Atou Mat-
abuana, the interim gov-
ernor of Kongo Central 
region, had said earlier 
Saturday.

A doctor at the Saint-
Luc hospital told AFP that 
they had taken in many 
patients “for the most part 
with second-degree burn 
injuries.

“We are trying to help 
them, we are trying to re-
hydrate them but sadly 

there are those who are 
dying,” Doctor Tresor said.

“Two mobile clinics are 
evacuating the injured,” 
he said.

Another witness at the 
village said the accident 
happened early Saturday.

“Many people died 
in the marketplace,” said 
Blaise Matumona.

The UN’s Okapi radio 
said “the flames spread 
rapidly engulfing nearby 
houses.” Acting governor 
Matabuana said: “We have 
taken measures to take 
charge of all the victims.” 

But photographs on 
social media showed the 
injured being transported 
on motorbikes and private 
cars. A witness said he had 
not seen any ambulance 
at the site.

“No ambulance and no 
hospital worthy of its name 
in Kisantu. Preventing this 
kind of disaster, let’s just 
not speak about it...” said 
the pro-democracy move-
ment Lucha (Struggle for 
Change) in a tweet.

The UN mission in 
DRC, known by its French 
acronym MONUSCO, said 
it had sent nine ambulanc-
es to the spot to evacuate 
the injured. 

Overloaded trucks car-
rying goods as well as oil 
tankers regularly ply this 
highway.

Washington, Oct. 7 (PTI): Donald Trump’s 
controversial nominee Brett Kavanaugh 
was sworn in as a judge of the US Supreme 
Court, in a major victory for the US Presi-
dent ahead of key mid-term elections in 
November amid crackling tension, angry 
protests and high drama on Capitol Hill.

Kavanaugh was officially sworn in 
Saturday evening as the 114th Justice of 
the Supreme Court by Chief Justice John 
Roberts who administered the Constitu-
tional Oath in the Justices’ Conference 
Room, hours after the 53-year-old judge 
was confirmed by a bitterly divided Senate 
by 50-48 votes -- the closest nomination 
vote since 1881.

Retired Associate Justice Anthony M 
Kennedy administered the judicial oath. 
Wife Ashley Kavanaugh held the family 
Bible. Justice Kavanaugh’s two daughters, 
Liza and Margaret, and his parents at-
tended the ceremony.

His appointment is for life and he will 
strengthen conservative control of the 
nine-judge court, which has the final say 
on US law.

President Trump, who was on a No-
vember 6 mid-term election campaign 
trail in Kansas, called Kavanaugh to con-
gratulate him on his confirmation and 
swearing in.

“I just congratulated him,” he said.
“I said congratulations. It was well 

fought. I mean, who would have thought a 
thing like that could have happened, what 
he’s been through? Everything was uncor-
roborated,” he told reporters in Topeka, 
Kansas.

Kavanaugh, whose nomination was hit 
by multiple accusations of sexual miscon-
duct against him from his past, replaces 
Kennedy who had announced his resigna-
tion early this year. 

He has vehemently denied all allega-
tions of sexual misconduct against him 
when he was in high school and college.

The swearing in of Kavanaugh as the 
Supreme Court judge comes after weeks 
of bitterly fought battle between the ruling 
Republican and the opposition Demo-
cratic parties.

Republicans had accused Democrats 
of seeking to delay the confirmation of 
Kavanaugh in the hope that they will make 
gains in the mid-term elections in Novem-
ber and stop his appointment altogether.

Things took an ugly turn in the last few 
weeks, when three women came forward 
with allegations that Kavanaugh had sexu-
ally assaulted them.

Millions of people inside US and 
abroad watched live on their television 
sets the open hearing of Kavanaugh and 
his first accuser Christine Ford, a professor 
in California. 

Under tremendous political pressure, 

Trump ordered a last-minute FBI supple-
mental inquiry. 

The FBI submitted the confidential 
report to the Senate committee Thursday 
and soon Senator Chuck Grassley, the 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, said the new FBI investigation into 
Kavanaugh found nothing to corroborate 
sexual assault allegations against him.

“This investigation found no hint of 
misconduct,” Senator Grassley said in a 
statement. “There’s nothing in it that we 
didn’t already know.” 

President Trump took to Twitter on 
Thursday to say the FBI report vindicated 
his nominee and expressed optimism 
about Republican chances in the Novem-
ber midterm elections, where control of 
the House of Representatives and Senate 
could be at stake.

On Saturday, the Senate confirmed the 
nomination of Kavanaugh by 50-48 votes, 
which was mostly on party lines. 

Kavanaugh is the second Supreme 
Court nominee of President Trump to be 
confirmed by the Senate.

Describing Kavanaugh as an outstand-
ing person, Trump said that in recent 
weeks he and his family suffered a lot 
because of the opposition Democratic law-
makers who according to him supported 
an uncorroborated allegation of sexual 
assault against him. 

“We’re very honoured that he was able 
to withstand this horrible, horrible attack 
by the Democrats. It’s a horrible attack 
that nobody should have to go through,” 
he said.

“But the beautiful thing is, he is now in. 
He’s going to be there for a long time. And 
he’s just an outstanding intellect, outstand-
ing scholar, a brilliant lawyer -- brilliant at 
everything he’s ever done. So we’re very 
happy. It was a great vote, a very historic 
vote,” Trump said. 

Even as he was being sworn in inside 
the Supreme Court, scores of people 
protested across the street at the Capitol. 
At one point some protesters ran up the 
steps and banged on the court’s ornate 
doors. Other demonstrators climbed on 
the nearby statue of justice.

“The crowd in front of the US Supreme 
Court is tiny, looks like about 200 people (& 
most are onlookers) - that wouldn’t even fill 
the first couple of rows of our Kansas Rally, 
or any of our Rallies for that matter! The 
Fake News Media tries to make it look sooo 
big, & it’s not!” Trump tweeted. 

Of the nine-members on the powerful 
Supreme Court bench, two of the judges 
Kavanagh and Neil Gorsuch have been 
nominated by Trump. His predecessor 
Barack Obama nominated Sonia Sotomay-
or and Elena Kagan, both women, on the 
bench in 2009 and 2010 respectively.

United Nations, Oct. 7 (PTI): The 
UN Security Council reform proc-
ess depends on the will and politi-
cal commitment of member states 
and there is need also for further 
dialogue with the permanent five 
members, General Assembly Pres-
ident Maria Fernanda Espinosa 
said, emphasizing she will ensure 
there are “good co-facilitators” to 
push the negotiations forward.

India has been at the forefront 
of efforts to push for UN Security 
Council reforms, maintaining that 
it rightly deserves a permanent 
seat at a reformed and expanded 
Council. India has asserted that 
the United Nations needs to be 
adapted to the contemporary 
needs of the 21st century and for 
this reforming the Security Council 
is critical.

“It depends so much on the 
will and political commitment of 
member states. Of course, as Presi-
dent I can make sure that the con-
ditions are set but I cannot replace 
the political will of member states. 
This is something that I cannot 
do. I will do my share, make sure 
that I have good co-facilitators,” 
Espinosa told PTI in an interview 
here.

She was responding to a ques-
tion on the long-pending reform 
of the 15-nation Security Council 
and what forward-movement can 
be expected in the negotiation 

process in the current session of 
the General Assembly, under her 
presidency.

Espinosa, Ecuador’s former 
foreign minister, was in June elect-
ed President of the 73rd session 
of the UN General Assembly, be-
coming only the fourth female 
president of the 193-member 
organisation in its 73-year history. 

Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, vet-
eran Indian diplomat and sister of 
former prime minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru, was the first woman to be 
elected President of the General 
Assembly in as early as 1953. Later, 
Angie Elisabeth Brooks of Liberia 
was elected president in 1969 and 
Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa of 
Bahrain in 2006.

Espinosa said among her seven 
priorities as UNGA President is 
the revitalization of the United 
Nations. “Sometimes we tend to 
focus on only one thing, put all the 
energy there. I am not saying that 
the UN Security Council reform is 
not important, it is very important 
but I think we also need to deliver 
on other key issues,” she said. 

She further said that on Secu-
rity Council reform, she does not 
want to send a wrong message or 
create false expectations. “This is a 
process that has been going on for 
25 years. The Inter-Governmental 
Negotiation (IGN) was created 10 
years ago,” she said, recalling that 

she was present as her country’s 
ambassador when the resolution 
was adopted.

Last month, during the high-
level week of the General Assem-
bly, the G4 bloc of Brazil, Germany, 
India and Japan had said in a 
joint statement that all aspects of 
comprehensive reform had been 
thoroughly discussed several times 
in the IGN and General Assembly 
and that it was time to finally initi-
ate text-based negotiations during 
the 73rd session of the General 
Assembly, in line with standard 
operating procedures of the UN 
General Assembly. 

On moving ahead with text-
based negotiations in the current 
session, Espinosa said, “it is very 
obvious we need also further con-
versation and dialogue with the 
permanent five countries. That is a 
fact. They are very important play-
ers in this discussion.”  The veto-
wielding five permanent Council 
members are China, France, Rus-
sia, United Kingdom and the US.

“I think we should have the 
opportunity to have an open dia-
logue with the P-5 countries. It is 
very important to note that there 
are a big number of countries that 
are interested in pushing for text-
based negotiations but there are 
others, not only the P-5 but other 
countries, that have different posi-
tions,” she said.

Espinosa stressed that the role 
of the General Assembly President 
is to ensure that all the views are 
taken into account when dealing 
with such an important negotia-
tion process.

She said while the Security 
Council reform is very important, 
there is also need to deliver on 
other key issues.

“My work is going to be geared 
towards three issues - one is to give 
a political push to the revitalization 
of the General Assembly. You can-
not have one without the other,” 
she said, adding that focus will be 
to revitalize and improve the work-
ing methods of the General As-
sembly, to be more effective, more 
implementation-oriented and to 
mainstream the work of the UN 
body.

“There is a lot of work that has 
been done under the revitalization 
negotiation process but I think it 
lacks a little bit of political push. 
We will make sure that we push the 
envelope a little bit on that front, 
she said.

Also important under the re-
form umbrella is a new peace and 
security architecture, a boosted 
development system grounded at 
the national and regional levels to 
deliver better on the Sustainable 
Development Goals and manage-
ment reforms that improve the 
efficiency of the house, she added. 

Seoul, Oct. 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Kim Jong Un has agreed 
to hold a second summit 
with US President Donald 
Trump as soon as possible, 
Seoul said Sunday, after 
Washington’s top diplomat 
held “productive” talks on 
denuclearisation with the 
North Korean leader in 
Pyongyang.

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo met with 
Kim on Sunday morning 
for around two hours of 
talks followed by a lunch in 
the North’s capital, before 
flying to Seoul on a whirl-
wind diplomatic visit to the 
region.

Po m p e o  s a i d  “ h e 
agreed with Chairman 
Kim to hold the second 
US-North Korea summit at 
the earliest date possible,” 
South Korea’s presidential 
office said in a statement, 
although no specific time 
or location has yet been 
agreed.

Pompeo and Kim also 
discussed “denuclearisa-
tion steps that will be taken 
by North Korea and the 
issue of attendance by the 
US government,” as well as 
“corresponding measures” 

to be taken by the US, the 
statement said.

The visit was Pompeo’s 
fourth to North Korea.

US President Donald 
Trump met Kim in Singa-
pore in June for the first-
ever summit between the 
countries, resulting in what 
critics say was only a vague 
commitment by Kim to-
wards denuclearisation of 
the Korean peninsula.

“We continue to make 
progress on agreements 
made at Singapore Sum-
mit. Thanks for hosting me 
and my team,” Pompeo 
tweeted.

Since the Singapore 
summit, the road towards 
warmer ties has been 
bumpy.

W a s h i n g t o n  a n d 
Pyongyang have sparred 
over the exact terms of the 
vaguely-worded agree-
ment in Singapore, with 
the US pushing to maintain 
sanctions and pressure 
against the North until its 
“final, fully verified denu-
clearisation”.

Last month the North’s 
foreign minister told the 
United Nations there 
was “no way” his country 

would disarm first as long 
as tough US sanctions re-
main against his country.

After a previous visit to 
Pyongyang in July, Pom-
peo had said the two foes 
made progress on key is-
sues -- but within hours 
of his departure the North 
condemned “gangster-like” 
demands from the US, rais-
ing questions over how 
much the two sides really 
saw eye to eye.

Another planned trip 
by Pompeo to Pyongyang 
was scrapped after what 
Trump said was insuf-
ficient progress towards 
implementing the terms 
of the Singapore declara-
tion.

An official on Sunday’s 
latest visit to Pyongyang 
with Pompeo said the trip 
was “better than the last 
time”, but added: “It’s going 
to be a long haul.” 

Following his arrival in 
Seoul from Pyongyang on 
Sunday, Pompeo said at a 
meeting with South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in that 
he had “a good productive 
conversation” with Kim, 
in talks which represented 
“another step forward”.
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AP/PTI

Jessica Campbell-Swanson, an activist from Denver, sits in the lap of a sculpture known as the Statue of 
Contemplation of Justice on the steps of the Supreme Court Building where she and others protested the 
confirmation of Brett Kavanaugh as the high court’s newest justice, in Washington, Saturday, Oct. 6, 2018. 

AP/PTI

 Earthquake survivors react after receiving relief goods dropped by an Indonesian Army helicopter in Poroo 
village, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2018. 

Iran parliament passes 
counter-terror finance bill

Death toll in quakes, tsunami 
climbs to 1,944 in Indonesia

Kim, Pompeo agree to 2nd US-North 
Korea summit ‘at earliest date’

60 killed, scores 
burnt in DR Congo 
road disaster

Trump’s controversial nominee Kavanaugh 
sworn in as SC Judge amid protests

UNSC reform process depends on will, political 
commitment of member states — GA president
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Kanye West quits social media again
Rapper Kanye West has deleted his Twitter and Instagram accounts. It is the second time 
he is exiting from social media since 2017. The 41-year-old rapper deleted his accounts 
on Saturday, reports dailymail.co.uk.  His decision comes a week after his appearance on 
show “Saturday Night Live” in which he surprised the audience by speaking in support 
of US President Donald Trump. He received a lot of social media backlash later. This isn’t 
the first time Kanye has removed himself from social media. In May 2017, he deleted his 
accounts and stayed off for 11 months, only returning in April this year ahead of his latest 
album’s release. The “My beautiful dark twisted fantasy” rapper made no announcement 
prior to the deletion of his accounts. Kanye is working on his new album “Yandhi”. (IANS)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 3.30 pm, 5.30 pm: Venom (Eng)

1 pm: Andhadhun (Hindi)

8 pm: Loveyatri (Hindi)

A
n unspecified infec-
tion required Ozzy 
Osbourne to have 
surgery on his hand 
this morning. As a re-

sult, the singer was forced to 
postpone a concert scheduled 
for tonight (Oct. 6) in Mountain 
View, California.

According to a press release, 
Osbourne will spend “a couple 

of days” at Cedars-Sinai hospital 
in Los Angeles, where doctors 
will monitor his infection. The 
longtime Black Sabbath front-
man is expected to be able to 
return for the next scheduled 
stop on his solo No More Tours 
2 tour, Tuesday Oct. 9 in Chula 
Visa, California. In addition, 
the make-up date for tonight’s 
postponed Mountain View show 

has already been announced as 
Tuesday, Oct. 16.

Despite the seeming final-
ity of his current tour’s name, 
Osbourne has repeatedly stated 
that he’s not fully retiring - only 
saying goodbye to extended 
world tours. “I’m still going to be 
doing gigs,” he told Rolling Stone, 
“but I’m not going on tour for six 
months at a time anymore. I’d 

like to spend some time at home. 
I’ve experienced fantastic things; 
it’s been an incredible journey. 
I just need to slow it down a lit-
tle.” In February of 2017, Ozzy, 
Tony Iommi and Geezer Butler 
wrapped up Black Sabbath’s 
farewell tour with a concert in 
their hometown of Birmingham, 
England.

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctress Lena Dunham is suffering from fibromy-
algia, which causes widespread pain throughout 
the body.

Dunham, 32, opened up about living with the 
disorder in a candid Instagram post she shared 

with her followers on Saturday, reports dailymail.co.uk. 
Fibromyalgia is a disorder associated with widespread 

pain throughout the body and impacts mostly women. 
Dunham’s said: “This is a post about chronic pain. I have 

it. I bet a lot of you do too. Some of us talk about it. Others are 
afraid to, as it could cost them their jobs or their relationships 
or their sense of control in a chaotic world. In this way it’s 
very analogous to sexual trauma. 

“There is also (as Lady Gaga so wisely shared this week) 
a proven connection between chronic pain and trauma. 
Therefore, a lot of people -- a lot of women -- find their pain 
is activated by weeks like this one.”

She revealed that her symptoms were activated a day 
after Dr. Christine Blasey Ford testified against Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh. 

“On the day after Dr. Ford’s testimony I awoke with a 
start at 3 a.m. It felt like every cell in my neck was singing. 
My ankles and wrists were weak and my fingers didn’t do 
their assigned job. 

“I felt like I was suspended in gel, and when I meditated 
a line of pain zipped from my neck to my foot. I’m sorry if I 
don’t answer your text or email, or if I can’t show up the way 
someone else would. I appear to be totally able bodied but 
it’s complex, and I am just trying to do everything required 
to maintain a life of joy and service.” 

Dunham said that her “work costs everything I have”. 
“This is fibromyalgia. It’s little understood and so even 

though I have a lot of knowledge and support it’s hard to 
shake the feeling I am crazy. But I’m not (at least not this 
way!) and you’re not. Your pain, whatever shape it takes, is 
yours and so it is real. I believe you when you say you hurt. 
I have learned time and time again how important it is to 
believe.” 
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A
ctor Shilpa Shetty on Sun-
day said it is time women 
spoke about their harass-
ment but not under the 
hashtag ‘MeToo’ but ‘You-

Too’ as it is the men who are at fault. 
Shilpa applauded Tanushree 

Dutta for speaking up about the al-
leged harassment she faced from 
Nana Patekar on a film’s set ten years 
ago and said it has kick-started a 
movement.

“In any milieu, actors, entrepre-
neurs, the working environment 
should feel safe. That should be 
a prerequisite. This entire move-
ment which has been initiated by 
Tanushree Dutta, my heart goes out 
to her, as a woman and on a human 
level because something like this was 
brushed under the carpet,” Shilpa 
told PTI.

Patekar has denied the allegations 
of sexual harassment.

Shilpa said women should not 
feel weak or blame themselves and 
should rather be strong today. 

“We don’t know the nitty gritties 
of the goings on but it has kick-
started a movement. People have suf-
fered. It’s time women wake up and 
take charge. It shouldn’t be hashtag 
MeToo, it should be YouToo, for the 
men. It’s shouldn’t be the women, 
cowing down and saying oh #MeToo,” 
she added.

Shilpa was speaking at the Skech-
ers Mumbai Walkathon here. 

The actor said she always be-
lieved in staying fit and going to the 
gym at a time when even her contem-
poraries were not into it.

“When I entered the industry 
back in the day, nobody was into fit-
ness as much. They were into looking 
good. I don’t think any heroines also 
went to the gym 25 years ago, I used 
to be one of those who used to go! It 
started way back and I slowly transi-
tioned from an actor to wanting to 
become a health enthusiast.” 

Shilpa said it was not that because 
she was an actor that she chose to 
stay fit and says she was always a fit-
ness enthusiast, thanks to her father. 

“If I wasn’t an actor also, I would’ve 
led my life like this, focusing on fit-
ness. Sometimes I feel agitated that 
I can’t give fitness enough time be-

cause there are things to balance 
and I also have a beautiful 

family life,” she said.
PTI

Instead of 
#MeToo, it should 
be #YouToo for 
men —  Shilpa

S
inger Michael Buble 
thought he would nev-
er make music again 
after his son Noah was 
diagnosed with liver 

cancer in 2016.
In an interview to The Sun-

day Mirror’s Notebook Maga-
zine, the 43-year-old Canadian 
singer said he has returned to 
the spotlight only because his 
son’s condition has improved, 
reports dailymail.co.uk. 

Buble had put his career on 
hold after Noah was diagnosed 
with liver cancer when he was 
just three. 

“I thought I might never 
make music again. I knew if 
I came back into this world it 
would have to be bliss. And 
it is. If it wasn’t I wouldn’t be 
here,” said the singer, who is 

married to Argentine actress 
Luisana Lopilato. 

The “Haven’t met you yet” 
performer also explained 
that dealing with his son’s 
cancer battle let him re-
evaluate the importance of 
his career, adding that now 
his family will always come 
first.

“I’ll never put the ego of the 
job ahead of my family. It’s the 
reason I’ve been gone for a cou-
ple of years. There was never a 
choice (when Noah was 
ill).”

IANS

P
r o d u c e r  Ba r b a ra 
Broccoli has ruled 
out the possibility of 
a female James Bond. 

T h e  p r o d u c e r 
said instead of giving a gender 
switch to iconic characters, 
there should be more such parts 
written for women.

“Bond is male. He’s a male 

character. He was written as a 
male and I think he’ll probably 
stay as a male,” Broccoli told 
The Guardian. “And that’s fine. 
We don’t have to turn male 
characters into women. Let’s 
just create more female charac-
ters and make the story fit those 
female characters,” she added.

Earlier this year, actor Ro-

samund Pike, who featured in 
the 2002 Bond film “Die Another 
Day”, had offered a similar opin-
ion about the famed British spy.

“I think the character of 
James Bond is a man. He is re-
ally. Why not make a kick-ass 
female agent in her own right?” 
she had said.

PTI

A
ctor Scott Wilson, a veteran actor 
with 50 years of credits, who most 
recently appeared in “The Walk-
ing Dead”, is no more.

He died after a battle with 
cancer. He was 76.

His death was announced on Saturday 
on “The Walking Dead” official Twitter ac-
count, reports variety.com. 

Wilson played rural farmer Hershel 
Greene on the series. He was a regular on 
“The Walking Dead” from its inception in 
2010 through 2014. His character helped 
the resistance led by star Andrew Lincoln in 
battling the show’s walkers. The character 
lost a leg in season three and was killed off 
in season four.

News of Wilson’s death came shortly 
after it was announced at “The Walking 
Dead” panel at New York Comic Con that 
Wilson would be among past cast members 
appearing in the show’s ninth season, which 
debuts internationally on Sunday. Wilson 
had already filmed his scenes.

Wilson is survived by his wife, Heavenly, 
an artist and attorney. 

IANS



11SCIENCE & TECH
EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Monday, October 8 , 2018

The fact that Voyager 2 may be approaching the heliopause six years 
after Voyager 1 is also relevant, because the heliopause moves inward 
and outward during the Sun’s 11-year activity cycle.
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Boston, Oct. 7 (PTI): Mod-
ern humans inherited ge-
netic defences against viral 
diseases like hepatitis and 
influenza from Neander-
thals when the two species 
interbred 50,000 years ago, 
a study has found.

Neanderthals mysteri-
ously disappeared about 
40,000 years ago, but be-
fore vanishing they inter-
bred with another human 
species that was just be-
ginning its global spread.

As a result of these an-
cient trysts, many modern 
Europeans and Asians to-
day harbour about two per 
cent of Neanderthal DNA 
in their genomes.

“Our research shows 
that a substantial number 
of frequently occurring 
Neanderthal DNA snip-
pets were adaptive for a 
very cool reason,” said 
Dmitri Petrov, a professor 
at Stanford University in 
the US.

“Neanderthal genes 
likely gave us some protec-
tion against viruses that 
our ancestors encoun-
tered when they left Af-

New Delhi, Oct. 6 (AFP): 
A new large-scale analy-
sis has found that despite 
popular belief, vitamin 
D supplements do not 
prevent fractures or falls, 
or improve bone min-
eral density in adults. 
Led by the University of 
Auckland, New Zealand, 
the study is the largest 
meta-analysis so far to 
investigate the long-held 
association between vita-
min D supplementation 
and bone health, look-
ing at data from 81 ran-
domized controlled tri-
als. Most of the trials (77 
percent) included female 
participants over the age 
of 65, with the major-
ity of the trials studying 

the effects of vitamin D 
alone, and not prescribed 
with other supplements. 
The findings, published 
in The Lancet Diabetes 
& Endocrinology jour-
nal, provided reliable 
evidence that vitamin D 
supplementation has no 
clinically significant ef-
fect on total fracture, hip 
fracture, or falls.

The study also found 
no differences in the ef-
fects of higher versus 
lower doses of vitamin 
D. When the research-
ers carried out further 
analyses to look at the ef-
fect of vitamin D on bone 
density, they found that 
although supplements 
appeared to make a small 

difference to the lumbar 
spine, femoral neck, and 
for total body, none of 
these differences were 
clinically relevant.

“Since the last ma-
jor review of evidence in 
2014, more than 30 ran-
domized controlled trials 
on vitamin D and bone 
health have been pub-
lished, nearly doubling 
the evidence base avail-
able. Our meta-analysis 
finds that vitamin D does 
not prevent fractures, 
falls or improve bone 
mineral density, wheth-
er at high or low dose,” 
commented lead author 
Dr. Mark J. Bolland.

“Clinical guidelines 
should be changed to 

reflect these findings. 
On the strength of exist-
ing evidence, we believe 
there is little justification 
for more trials of vitamin 
D supplements looking 
at musculoskeletal out-
comes.”

Vitamin D supple-
ments have long been 
recommended for older 
people to treat or pre-
vent the bone disease 
osteoporosis. However, 
despite some evidence 
that vitamin D is ben-
eficial for bone health, 
other recent large-scale 
reviews have also found 
that vitamin D supple-
mentation has no effect 
on bone mineral density, 
falls or fractures.

rica,” said Petrov.
“It made much more 

sense for modern humans 
to just borrow the already 
adapted genetic defences 
from Neanderthals rather 
than waiting for their own 
adaptive mutations to de-
velop, which would have 
taken much more time,” 
said David Enard, a for-
mer postdoctoral fellow at 
Petrov’s lab.

The findings, pub-
lished in the journal Cell, 
are consistent with a ‘poi-
son-antidote’ model of 
gene swapping between 

two species. In this sce-
nario, Neanderthals be-
queathed to modern hu-
mans not only infectious 
viruses but also the genetic 
tools to combat the invad-
ers.

“Modern humans and 
Neanderthals are so closely 
related that it really wasn’t 
much of a genetic barrier 
for these viruses to jump,” 
said Enard, who is now an 
assistant professor at the 
University of Arizona.

“But that closeness also 
meant that Neanderthals 
could pass on protection 

against those viruses to 
us,” Enard said.

In the study, scientists 
show that the genetic de-
fences that Neanderthals 
passed to us were against 
RNA viruses, which encode 
their genes with RNA, a 
molecule that is chemi-
cally similar to DNA.

The scientists reached 
their conclusions after 
compiling a list of more 
than 4,500 genes in mod-
er n humans that  are 
known to interact in some 
way with viruses.

Enard then checked 
his list against a database 
of sequenced Neanderthal 
DNA and identified 152 
fragments of those genes 
from modern humans that 
were also present in Nean-
derthals.

The scientists showed 
that in modern humans, 
the 152 genes we inherited 
from Neanderthals inter-
act with modern day HIV, 
influenza A and hepatitis 
C -- all types of RNA virus.

From this, research-
ers concluded that these 
genes helped our ances-

tors fend off ancient RNA 
viruses that they encoun-
tered upon leaving Africa.

The Neanderthal genes 
they identified are present 
only in modern Europe-
ans, suggesting that dif-
ferent viruses influenced 
genetic swapping between 
Neanderthals and the an-
cient ancestors of today’s 
Asians.

Interbreeding between 
Neanderthals and modern 
humans is thought to have 
occurred multiple times 
and in multiple locales 
throughout prehistory, and 
different viruses were likely 
involved in each instance.

The findings show 
that it is possible to comb 
through a species’ genome 
and find evidence of an-
cient diseases that once 
afflicted it -- even when 
the viruses responsible 
for those diseases are long 
gone.

This technique would 
work especially well for 
RNA viruses, whose RNA-
based genomes are more 
frail than their DNA coun-
terparts, Enard said.

New York, Oct. 7 (IANS): As 
robots may struggle with 
navigational concepts, a 
team of researchers from 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) have 
devised a new way to help 
them navigate environ-
ments more as humans do.

The novel motion-
planning model lets robots 
determine how to reach a 
goal by exploring the envi-
ronment, observing other 
agents, and exploiting what 
they’ve learned before in 
similar situations.

“Just like when play-
ing chess, these decisions 
branch out until (the ro-
bots) find a good way to 
navigate. But unlike chess 
players, (the robots) ex-
plore what the future looks 
like without learning much 
about their environment 
and other agents,” said co-
author Andrei Barbu from 
the varsity.

“The thousandth time 
they go through the same 
crowd is as complicated 
as the first time. They’re 
always exploring, rarely 
observing, and never using 
what’s happened in the 
past,” Barbu added.

The team developed 
a model that combines a 
planning algorithm with a 
neural network that learns 
to recognise paths that 
could lead to the best out-
come and uses that knowl-
edge to guide the robot’s 
movement in an environ-
ment.

In an experiment, the 
researchers trained and 
tested the model in navi-
gating environments with 
multiple moving agents, 
which is a useful test for au-
tonomous cars, especially 
navigating intersections 
and roundabouts.

In the simulation, sev-
eral agents are circling an 
obstacle. A robot agent 
must successfully navigate 
around the other agents, 
avoid collisions, and reach 

a goal location, such as an 
exit on a roundabout.

The findings, presented 
at IEEE/RSJ International 
Conference on Intelligent 
Robots and Systems (IROS), 
indicated that the model 
can capture enough in-
formation about the fu-
ture behaviour of the other 
agents (cars) to cut off the 
process early, while still 
making good decisions in 
navigation.

This makes planning 
more efficient. Moreover, 
they only needed to train 
the model on a few exam-
ples of roundabouts with 
only a few cars.

“The plans the robots 
make take into account 
what the other cars are go-
ing to do, as any human 
would,” Barbu said.

Agartala, Oct. 6 (India Science 
Wire): Sarupa, a resident of Janki 
Bazar in remote Hailakandi district 
of Assam, was happy as her team got 
first place in Sci-Connect 2018, a sci-
ence competition for children in the 
north-eastern states. It came as a big 
achievement for class 8th student 
whose father is a farmer. Sarupa’s life 
goal is to become a scientist.

The levels of enthusiasm was 
high among participants from 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Manipur, Tri-
pura, Meghalaya, Asam, Sikkim and 
Arunachal Pradesh, who had gath-
ered here this week for the pre-finals 
and final of the competition orga-
nized by Vigyan Prasar. While the 
team from Assam won the first prize, 
those from Mizoram and Tripura got 
second and third rank respectively. 
State science and technology min-
ister Sudip Roy Burman gave away 
the prizes to winning teams.

Sci-Connect is aimed at devel-
oping interest in science among 
students in the region. It includes 
activities such as film screening, 
popular science lectures, interac-
tion with scientists, written exams, 
science quiz and science drama. 
Participants are shown science films 
and asked questions about them. 
Some questions are also based on 
school curriculum.

The films included biographies 
of eminent scientists like S.N. Bose 
and J.C. Bose, and themes like net-
work theory, probability, calculus, 
Large Hadron Collider, climate 
change and relativity. A set of CDs of 
science films were sent to registered 
schools, which were screened to the 
students. Hands-on demonstrations 

by experts make the learning joyful 
for students.

“This initiative can be helpful in 
inculcating science temperament 
among students of remote areas 
as well as creating a vision in new 
generation to fight challenges such 
as climate change and pollution,” 
said Sudip Roy Burman, Minister 
of Science and Technology, Tripura.

Kapil Tripathi, a senior scien-
tist from Vigyan Prasar, told India 
Science Wire that “around 9000 
students were registered in Sci-
Connect program in which average 
150 schools were involved from 
each state.

Best 15 students from each state 
were selected for the second level of 
competition.” This competition has 
emerged as a resource for popular-
ization of science. This competition 
has been filmed and will be broad-
cast on Doordarshan in future.

Renewable energy expert Dr 
Shantipada Gon Chowdhary, who 
interacted with children, said “such 
efforts are much needed in North-
Eastern states as students here are 
living in the hinterlands. Sci-Con-
nect provides a platform to students 
of various states to interact with 
each other. Children get an opportu-
nity to ask questions. Their curiosity 
is being reflected in their questions.”

Sachin C. Narwadia, coordina-
tor of Sci-Connect said “last year 
6000 students participated in the 
competition. This time the number 
of students and the level of competi-
tors was improved vastly. Northeast 
is full of talent, which does not get a 
proper forum. The purpose of this 
initiative is to promote that talent. “

Washington, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
NASA’s Voyager 2 probe is 
approaching interstellar 
space and has detected 
an increase in cosmic rays 
that originate outside our 
solar system, the US space 
agency said.

Launched in 1977, Voy-
ager 2 is a little less than 
17.7 billion kilometres from 
Earth, or more than 118 
times the distance from 
Earth to the Sun.

Since 2007 the probe 
has been travelling through 
the outermost layer of the 
heliosphere -- the vast bub-
ble around the Sun and the 
planets dominated by so-
lar material and magnetic 
fields.

Voyager  scientists 
have been watching for 
the spacecraft to reach the 
outer boundary of the he-
liosphere, known as the 
heliopause. Once Voyager 
2 exits the heliosphere, it 
will become the second 
human-made object, after 
Voyager 1, to enter inter-
stellar space.

Since late August, the 
Cosmic Ray Subsystem 
instrument on Voyager 2 
has measured about a five 
per cent increase in the 
rate of cosmic rays hitting 

the spacecraft compared to 
early August.

The probe’s Low-Ener-
gy Charged Particle instru-
ment has detected a similar 
increase in higher-energy 
cosmic rays.

Cosmic rays are fast-
moving particles that origi-
nate outside the solar sys-
tem. Some of these cosmic 
rays are blocked by the he-
liosphere, so mission plan-
ners expect that Voyager 2 
will measure an increase in 
the rate of cosmic rays as 
it approaches and crosses 
the boundary of the helio-

sphere. 
In May 2012, Voyager 

1 experienced an increase 
in the rate of cosmic rays 
similar to what Voyager 
2 is now detecting. That 
was about three months 
before Voyager 1 crossed 
the heliopause and entered 
interstellar space. 

However, Voyager team 
members note that the 
increase in cosmic rays is 
not a definitive sign that 
the probe is about to cross 
the heliopause.

Voyager 2 is in a dif-
ferent location in the he-

San Francisco, Oct. 7 
(IANS): Want to send 
your photo to space? 
Tesla’s new referral 
programme rewards 
owners by sending an 
image of their choice 
“etched in glass” to 
deep space, the media 
reported.

According to a Daily 
Mail report, Tesla cus-
tomers who encourage 
their friends and family 
to purchase Model S, 
Model X, Model 3 and 
solar products using 
their referral code are 
set to receive rewards. 

The rewards in-
volves Tesla laser-
etching any photo of 
the owner’s choice that 
would be sent into 
deep space. 

The photos will 
be sent as part of the 
“Launch Your Photo 
into Deep Space Or-
bit” reward on SpaceX 
rockets.

Owners wanting to 
send their photos to 
space will need to up-
load the desired snap 
onto the Tesla mobile 
app before December, 
the report said.

“Tesla owners can 
refer someone to buy a 

Tesla and get any image 
they want laser etched 
in glass and sent to 
deep space for millions 
of years,” Elon Musk 
tweeted late on Friday.

Tesla owners who 
have four qualifying 
referrals would get pri-
ority access to vehicle 
software updates and 
those with more than 
one car will have prior-
ity access to software 
updates.

If owners have two 
referrals they get a 
matte black Wall Con-
nector with an etch of 
Musk’s signature.

Users with three 
referrals can have a 
Model S or Model X 
for one week, or if they 
don’t want to use the 
reward, they can give 
it to a friend, the Daily 
Mail reported.

Each week, a ran-
dom winner from the 
referral programme 
will be selected to race 
an electric semi truck 
around the Tesla test 
track.

Those with five 
referrals will get a VIP 
invitation, with a plus 
one, to a future Tesla 
unveiling event.

Sydney, Oct. 7 (IANS): Australian 
scientists have developed a novel 
test which can reveal the amount 
of DNA people shed, an advance 
that would help forensic examin-
ers catch criminals.

The test, using a DNA staining 
dye, can help forensic examiners 
at crime scenes determine the last 
person who made contact with 
an item.

“We know that some people 
pass on more of their DNA because 
when they touch something more 
of their cells are left behind,” said 
Adrian Linacre, Professor and 
Chair of Forensic DNA Technology 
at Flinders University, Australia.

“They are called shedders but 
it’s very difficult at the moment to 
see who is a shedder,” he added.

The shedder status of a specific 
person of interest may be relevant 
in determining the likelihood of 
whether a major contributor in 
a mixed DNA profile was the last 
person to make contact with an 
item and is therefore linked to a 
crime.

The use of a DNA staining dye 
can visualise the presence of cel-
lular material and allow real-time 
collection of the cellular material 
to a swab head.

The results are published in the 
journal Forensic Science Interna-

tional: Genetics.
Currently, the forensic examin-

ers are working blind because they 
can’t see the exact location which 
contains deposits of DNA and 
therefore have to sample where 
they think DNA might be stored.

“What we have developed is 
a simple test which can work out 
if an individual is a shedder in a 
matter of minutes. It tells us who 
has the better chance of passing 
on DNA,” Linacre said.

“The shedders test  also 
showed men shed more than 
women do, and that thumbs leave 
the most accurate traces,” the re-
searchers said.

liosheath -- the outer re-
gion of the heliosphere 
-- than Voyager 1 had been, 
and possible differences 
in these locations means 
Voyager 2 may experience 
a different exit timeline 
than Voyager 1.

The fact that Voyager 
2 may be approaching the 
heliopause six years after 
Voyager 1 is also relevant, 
because the heliopause 
moves inward and out-
ward during the Sun’s 11-
year activity cycle.

Solar activity refers to 
emissions from the Sun, 
including solar flares and 
eruptions of material 
called coronal mass ejec-
tions. During the 11-year 
solar cycle, the Sun reach-
es both a maximum and a 
minimum level of activity.

“We’re seeing a change 
i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t 
around Voyager 2, there’s 
no doubt about that,” said 
Ed Stone, Voyager Project 
Scientist.

“We’re going to learn a 
lot in the coming months, 
but we still don’t know 
when we’ll reach the he-
liopause. We’re not there 
yet -- that is one thing I 
can say with confidence,” 
said Stone.

New York, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
Researchers, including 
one of an Indian-origin, 
have developed a wearable 
off-the-shelf and machine 
learning technology that 
can predict an individual’s 
blood pressure and pro-
vide personalised recom-
mendations to lower it.

W h e n  d o c t o r s  t e l l 
their patients to make a 
lot of significant lifestyle 
changes -- exercise more, 
sleep better, lower their 
salt intake etc. -- it can be 

overwhelming, and com-
pliance is not very high, 
Sujit Dey, Professor, De-
partment of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering at 
the University of California 
in the US, said in a state-
ment.

“What if we could pin-
point the one health be-
haviour that most impacts 
an individual’s blood pres-
sure, and have them focus 
on that one goal instead,” 
Dey said.

The study affirmed 

the importance of per-
sonalised data over gener-
alised information as the 
former was more effective. 

The team collected 
sleep, exercise and blood 
pressure data from eight 
patients over 90 days. 

Using machine learn-
ing and the data from exist-
ing wearable devices, they 
developed an algorithm 
to predict the users’ blood 
pressure and show which 
particular health behav-
iours affected it most.

“This research shows 
that using wireless wear-
ables and other devices to 
collect and analyse person-
al data can help transition 
patients from reactive to 
continuous care,” Dey said. 

“Instead of saying ‘My 
blood pressure is high, 
therefore I’ll go to the doc-
tor to get medicine’, giving 
patients and doctors ac-
cess to this type of system 
can allow them to manage 
their symptoms on a con-
tinuous basis,” he noted.

San Francisco, Oct. 7 
(IANS): Global tech giant 
Microsoft has opened its 
cross-platform frameworks 
Infer.NET -- a machine 
learning engine used in Of-
fice, Xbox and Azure -- for 
one and all worldwide.

“We’re extremely ex-
cited today to open source 
Infer.NET on GitHub under 
the permissive MIT license 
for free use in commercial 
applications,” Yordan Za-
ykov, Principal Research 
Software Engineering Lead 
at Microsoft, wrote in a blog 
post on Friday.

Developed in 2014 by 

Microsoft’s research lab 
in Cambridge, Infer.NET 
was initially envisioned as 
a research tool and later in 
2008 was released for aca-
demic use. 

Infer.NET enables a 
model-based approach to 
machine learning. It lets 
users incorporate domain 
knowledge into their mod-
el. The framework can then 
build a bespoke machine 
learning algorithm directly 
from that model. 

“This means that in-
stead of having to map your 
problem onto a pre-existing 
learning algorithm that 

you’ve been given, Infer.
NET actually constructs a 
learning algorithm for you, 
based on the model you’ve 
provided,” Zaykov said.

He noted that the Infer.
NET team is looking for-
ward to engaging with the 
open-source community in 
developing. Infer.NET will 
become a part of ML.NET 
-- the machine learning 
framework for .NET devel-
opers. 

“We have already taken 
several steps towards inte-
gration with ML.NET, like 
setting up the repository 
under the .NET Foundation 

and moving the package 
and namespaces to Micro-
soft.ML.Probabilistic. Infer.
NET will extend ML.NET 
for statistical modelling and 
online learning,” Zaykov 
said.

Infer.NET was used to 
publish hundreds of re-
search papers using a va-
riety of fields, everything 
from information retrieval 
to healthcare. 

In 2012 Infer.NET even 
won a Patents for Humanity 
award for aiding research 
in epidemiology, genetic 
causes of disease, defores-
tation and asthma.



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, October 8, 2018

C
M

YK

Owned, Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Edited by Khrietsonuo Rio. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Arrests after Nurmagomedov 
beats Conor McGregor 

Spain's Marc Marquez on way to 
MotoGP title after victory in Thailand

CPL: Wins for Natak FC, FC Joga Bonito, and Nizams FC

Hamilton edges closer to F1 title 
after easy Japanese Grand Prix win

Arsenal run riot in second half to win 5-1 at Fulham

Nagaland beat Meghalaya in 
Vinoo Mankad U-19 trophy

AP/PTI

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain poses with the pole position award for the Japanese Formula One 
Grand Prix at the Suzuka Circuit in Suzuka, central Japan on Sun. Oct. 7.

Repsol Honda Team's Marc Marquez, middle, celebrates winning the Thailand MotoGP race with second placed 
Ducati Team's Andrea Dovizioso, left, and third placed Movistar Yamaha MotoGP's Maverick Vinales, right, on 
the podium at Chang International Circuit in Buriram, Thailand on Sun. Oct. 7.

Lacazette celebrates his second goal as Fulham were put to the sword in the second half.

Khabib Nurmagomedov of Russia punches Conor McGregor of Ireland in their UFC lightweight championship 
bout during the UFC 229 event inside T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada on Oct. 6.

Las Vegas, Oct. 7 (Reuters): 
Chaos erupted after Khabib 
Nurmagomedov retained 
his UFC lightweight title 
with a submission victory 
over Ireland’s Conor Mc-
Gregor on Saturday with 
members of his support 
team arrested after an all-
in brawl broke out after the 
bout.

The Russian ended Mc-
Gregor’s attempt to win 
back the title when he 
sealed a brutal submission 
victory with a rear naked 
choke hold in the fourth 
round, which then sparked 
a mass brawl.

Fights broke out in and 
around the cage, with a red-
shirted fan landing several 
blows on McGregor before 
security intervened. Both 
fighters were escorted from 
the arena by police and 
security. UFC boss Dana 
White later told Fox Sports 
that three members of Nur-
magomedov’s team were 
arrested.

The fight had been 
highlighted by bad blood 
between both camps, with 
McGregor pleading guilty 
in July as part of a deal 
with prosecutors to resolve 
charges over an April melee 
in which he attacked a bus 
the Russian was traveling 

on.
The situation boiled 

over after referee Herb 
Dean waved off the fight, 
which prompted Nurma-
gomedov to jump out of the 
cage and head straight for 
McGregor’s teammate and 
corner-man Dillon Danis, 
prompting a series of vio-
lent scuffles.

One man jumped the 
fence, swinging blows at 
McGregor before being 
bundled away by security 
and there were punches 
thrown in the crowd as 

police and security strug-
gled to deal with the angry 
crowd, most of whom had 
been backing the Irishman.

White entered the oc-
tagon to try to placate Nur-
magomedov, who was not 
presented with the belt, al-
though he was announced 
as the winner.

The Russian’s  fans 
chanted his name and 
danced in the street outside 
the T-Mobile Arena, but 
rather than the fight bring-
ing to the end the feud, it 
only poured more fuel on 

the fire.
Wrestling strength

McGregor, making a come-
back to the octagon after 
nearly two years away, had 
looked dangerous in the 
early striking exchanges but 
as expected, Nurmagome-
dov quickly took the fight to 
the ground.

The Russian smothered 
him with his wrestling skills 
and prevented him from 
getting back to his feet for 
the rest of the first round.

The Irishman was then 
wobbled by an early right 

London, Oct. 7 (Reuters): Two 
goals from Frenchman Alexandre 
Lacazette, a wonderful back-
heeled strike from Aaron Ramsey 
and two more from Pierre-Emer-
ick Aubameyang gave Arsenal a 
5-1 win over Fulham at Craven 
Cottage in the Premier League on 
Sunday.

Fulham pressed forward in the 
opening minutes as they looked 
for their first win over Arsenal 
since January 2012, a n d 
Argentine midfield-
er Luciano Vietto 
very nearly beat 
Gunners keeper 
Bernd Leno in the 
second minute.

Fulham’s powerful Serbian 
forward Aleksandar Mitrovic also 
had a number of half-chances but 
was unable to get any clear shots 
in on goal, with perhaps his best 
attempt a thumped volley over 
the bar from outside the area.

Against the run of play, Laca-
zette opened the scoring in the 
29th minute for Arsenal, collect-
ing a pass from Nacho Monreal, 
spinning round past defender 
Tim Ream and rifling the ball low 
into the corner of the net from 

close range.
Fulham’s Andre Schurrle lev-

elled the score just before the 
break, chipping calmly over Leno 
for his third league goal since join-
ing the Cottagers in the summer 
on loan from Borussia Dortmund.

But the visitors ran rampant in 
the second half, with three unan-
swered goals.

Lacazette scored his fourth 
league goal of the season before 
substitute Ramsey back-heeled 

in an exquisite third 
for the Gunners 
after a pass across 
t h e  a re a  f ro m 
Aubameyang.

The Gabonese 
striker then took the game away 
from the home side with two 
more goals that left Fulham with 
the worst defensive record in the 
league by a distance, having let 
in four more goals than any other 
team.

“We worked very hard in the 
second half for this result,” Ar-
senal manager Unai Emery told 
reporters.

“We need to be the same way 
in our matches: calm, finding our 
best performance and combina-

Suzuka ( Japan), Oct. 7 (IANS): Lewis 
Hamilton cruised to victory at the Japanese 
Grand Prix at Suzuka on Sunday to extend 
his lead at the top of the drivers champion-
ship.

The Mercedes driver's outing was made 
all the more comfortable thanks to another 
major error from his rival, Ferrari's Sebas-
tian Vettel, reports Efe news.

The German collided with Max Ver-
stappen on lap 8 as he tried to go down the 
inside of the Red Bull. The Ferrari came 
off worse, as Vettel spun off the track and 
dropped to the back of the field.

It was an unnecessarily risky move, as 
Verstappen had already been slapped with 
a 5-second penalty for colliding with the 
other Ferrari of Kimi Raikkonen early on.

The German escaped a penalty of his 
own, but it was yet another example of Fer-

rari making avoidable mistakes, after their 
tire strategy had backfired during qualifying 
on Saturday to leave both Scuderia cars 
to start outside of the top 3. For Hamilton 
and Mercedes, it was an easy afternoon as 
he stayed clear of the traffic behind him to 
cross the line 13 seconds ahead of his team-
mate Valtteri Bottas in second.

Max Verstappen followed in third, 
ahead of teammate Daniel Ricciardo, who 
will surely be satisfied with his fourth place 
finish after his qualifying session on Satur-
day had ended with a mechanical failure 
meaning he started from 15th.

Hamilton, who was in control through-
out the weekend having secured pole and 
the race win, extended his lead in the driv-
ers' championship to 331 points, 67 points 
ahead of Vettel in second with just four 
races remaining.

cross from the Russian in 
the second round and the 
fight was soon on the floor 
again, but this time the Rus-
sian champion was able to 
keep the challenger from 
getting his back to the cage.

McGregor survived un-
til the end of the round, 
giving a tired smile as the 
horn went, and in the third 
period he managed to keep 
the fight standing, tripping 
off shots to the head and 
body as he rediscovered his 
range.

However, it proved to be 
too little, too late, and Nur-
magomedov was once again 
on top in the fourth, sapping 
McGregor’s energy with his 
excruciating pressure before 
the choke ended the fight 
3:03 into the fourth round.

Despite McGregor tap-
ping his arm to indicate 
his submission, Nurma-
gomedov seemed to hold 
on to the winning choke 
rather than releasing it, en-
capsulating the bad blood 
between the pair.

The victory stretched 
Nurmagomedov’s profes-
sional record to 27-0 and 
handed the Irishman his 
second defeat in the UFC, 
both to the same choke 
hold, before the chaos be-
gan.

Buriram (Thailand), Oct. 7 (IANS): Span-
ish rider and current World Championship 
standings leader Marc Marquez was one 
step closer to claiming the MotoGP world 
title with his seventh victory in the season 
after beating his rivals on Sunday at the 
2018 Thailand MotoGP Grand Prix.

Marquez (Repsol Honda Team), who 
snatched pole position for the Thailand 
race on Saturday, set the pace at the Chang 
International Circuit of Buriram with a time 
of 39 minutes and 55.722 seconds, reports 
Efe news.

"Marquez wins the first ever MotoGP 
race in Thailand," MotoGP tweeted on its 
official account.

Marquez was 0.115 seconds ahead of 

second-placed Italian Andrea Dovizioso 
(Ducati), while Spaniard Maverick Viñales 
(Yamaha) came third, 0.270 seconds be-
hind the winner.

"Yes Team, we got it! First Thailand GP 
win ever, 7th of the season, 42nd in Mo-
toGP, 68th in career," Repsol Honda Team 
tweeted.

Marquez also made history on Saturday 
after going from the Qualifying 1 straight to 
the pole position.

Valentino Rossi crossed the line in 
fourth place.

Marquez leads the standings on 271 
points with four races to go this season, 
ahead of Dovizioso on 194 points, while 
Rossi is in third place on 172.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
In the ongoing Vinoo 
Mankad U-19 trophy for 
boys, being held at Bhu-
baneswar, Nagaland de-
feated Meghlaya by 30 
runs on Sun. Oct. 7.

In an update received 
on Sun. Oct. 7, Nagaland 
won the toss and elected 
to bat first. 

Score: 
Nagaland 189 all out 

in 40 overs
He m  Ba h a d u r- 7 4 

runs, Harsh Keshri-52 
runs, and Shampri-19 
runs

Abishek of Meghalaya 
took six wickets, Swastic 
took three, and Aryan cap-
tured one wicket

Meghalaya 159 all out 
in 47.1 overs

A s h i f  K h a n  a n d 
Raghav Kapur scored 47 
and 71 runs for Megha-
laya.

For Nagaland Chiran-
jivi took three wickets, 
Yash and Arpit captured 
two wickets each, and 
Dainel and Hem chipped 
in with one wicket each.

Up next, Nagaland will 
take on Sikkim on Oct. 9.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
Match day 3 of CASE Pre-
mier League Season 4 wit-
nessed Natak FC, FC Joga 
Bonito and Nizams FC se-
curing 3 points each while 
Ruboo United and Sporting 
Union earned a point each 
from a draw at the Police 
Complex in Chumukedima 
on Sat. Oct. 6, stated a press 
release.

In the opening match 
of the day, Ruboo United 
drew 2 -2 against Sporting 
Union as both teams failed 
to break the tie.

Me a n w h i l e,  Na t a k 
FC ousted league lead-
ers Trinity Sporting from 
the top of the table in a 
match that ended 5 – 1 in 
a landslide victory at DGP 

Ground. Within minutes 
of the game, Natak for-
ward Kedolhoulie broke his 
marker to open the scoring 
account for the winning 
side with a finesse tap to 
the ball that edged past the 
keeper. Supong, with a pair 
of seasoned legs, scored 
the second goal for Nataks 
with a beautiful lob beating 
two defenders just before 
halftime. As the match pro-
gressed into the second 
half, midfielder Rohit ex-
hibited two magnificent 
long range efforts that saw 
the back of the net in the 
43rd and 70th minutes. A 
misunderstanding between 
Trinity goalie and defenders 
also went in favor of Natak 
FC as Supong took advan-

tage of the situation to score 
another goal for his team to 
seal the victory. The solitary 
goal for Trinity Sporting was 
scored by Atokito.

Having lost two initial 
games, FC Joga Bonito 
earned their first points by 
defeating Super Strikers 
1 – 0 at the 1st NAP ground. 
The game opened up mid-
way through the second 
half from a piece of indi-
vidual brilliance from Joga 
Bonito midfielder Theja 
with a brilliant left footed 
volley at the edge of the box 
to secure a 1 - 0 win.

Nizams FC continued 
their winning streak by edg-
ing over CASE FC 2 – 0 to 
go on top of the table while 
maintaining a clean sheet.

tion of players,” he said when asked 
about the win, Arsenal’s ninth in a 
row in all competitions.

The loss leaves the Cottagers on 
the edge of the relegation zone in 
17th place, while Arsenal move up to 
third above Tottenham on goal differ-
ence and ahead of Chelsea.

“We don’t show the Premier 
League level, and this is our situ-
ation,” Fulham manager Slavisa 
Jokanovic told reporters.

“Today we tried, we offered some 
positive signs, but it’s not enough.”

Other match: 
Southampton 0, Chelsea 3  


