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Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio releases the first MR vaccine at the launching programme of MRVC at Kohima 
on Wednesday, Oct. 3.
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No specific treatment available for the diseases but can be prevented by vaccination

ENtErtaiNmENt

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 3 (EMN): Af-
ter months of awareness 
campaigns across the state, 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio officially launched the 
Measles-Rubella (MR) vac-
cination campaign at Dr. 
Neilhouzhü Kire Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School, Seikhazou, Kohima 
on Wednesday, October 3, 
with an aim to eliminate the 
contagious disease. 

Vikhiesielie Sachu re-
ceived the first MR vaccine 
which was released by Rio.

The launch of Measles-
Rubella (MR) vaccination 
campaign came after the 
national monitoring team 
led by Dr. Debashish Roy, 
WHO India, gave the green 
signal to the state to start the 
immunisation programme.

Describing the cam-
paign as a historic day for 
the Nagas - a culmination 
of more than four months 
of planning, trainings and 
hard work, Rio maintained 
that Nagaland might be 
among the last states to 
launch this campaign but 
is prepared and educated to 
achieve 100% coverage.

Measles and Rubella are 
contagious viral diseases 
that spread through con-
tact, coughing and sneez-

With the launching of the 
campaign, Mission Di-

rector, NHM, Dr. Kevichüsa 
Medikhru said the state is pre-
pared to go ahead with the 
vaccination to improve health 
and well being of its people 
by protecting children against 
vaccine-preventable disease. 

Providing data that shows 
the number of lives claimed by 
measles in the last few years, 
Dr. Medikhru said there were 
12 measles-related deaths in 
2016, 12 in 2017 and 3 this year 
in Kiphire district. 

He informed that 23 states 
from across the country had 
successfully carried out the 
campaign, whereby 11 crore 
children have been vaccinat-
ed. States like Manipur, Mizo-
ram and Arunachal Pradesh 
from the northeast region have 
completed the programme, 
while Meghalaya has recently 
launched the campaign fol-
lowed by Nagaland. Arunachal 
Pradesh has been awarded for 
achieving 100% coverage. 

Dr. Medikhru informed that 
the campaign will last for five 
weeks, wherein it will target 
the schools in the first week, 
followed by vaccination in the 
community health centres for 
two weeks before the mobile 
units are put into service in the 
last two weeks for those who 
missed the opportunity earlier.

A pamphlet handed out 
by the department of Health 
and Family Welfare stated that 
the target of the programme 
is to cover a total of 4.72 lakh 
children in the state over the 
next one month and a week. 
It said awareness is important 
throughout the campaign to 
ensure that it is effective and no 
child is left out.

India launched one of the 
world’s largest vaccination cam-
paign to eliminate measles and 
control rubella/congenital ru-
bella syndrome (CRS). Through 
the campaign, it is expected to 
vaccinate more than 410 mil-
lion children across the country 
by 2020.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 3: The long-standing 
land encroachment issue of the Dis-
trict Hospital Dimapur (DHD) came 
to light again when Minister for 
Health and Family Welfare, S Pang-
nyu Phom visited the facility for the 
inauguration of its computerised 
registration counter on October 3.

Speaking at the function, Phom 
assured the doctors and staff that 
stringent action would be taken up 
against those found guilty of land 
encroachment under the district 
hospital. He admitted that there 
have been many lapses and short-
comings from “few people” in the 
department and that he would take 
corrective measures.  

“I will not hesitate to take stern 
action against any official who has 
taken part in the encroachment of 

land,” said Phom, maintaining that 
the land was not private property 
and the officials must serve and fa-
cilitate to help patients. 

The minister admitted that 
he has been notified on the land 
encroachment and promised to 
take up the case immediately after 
consulting with the legal cell of the 
department. He added that a grace 
period will be given to those respon-
sible for the issue after which no 
excuses will be entertained.

Dr Z. Keshito Zhimo, medical 
superintendent of DHD, had issued 
a letter dated July 17, 2018 to Dr. Vi-
kiye Losu, Principal Director, Health 
and Family Welfare, regarding the 
rampant land encroachment of the 
DHD and issuing of land patta in 
favour of individual encroachers by 
the authorities. 

The letter stated that the staff 
under medical superintendent, 
DHD, and chief medical officer 
(CMO), Dimapur held a series of 
meetings on the issue and passed 
a resolution to “safeguard all gov-
ernment properties and land by 
forming a group of legal advisors.” 
It also said that under the advocacy 
of S. Hukavi Zhimomi, the depart-
ment intends to identify all the land 
encroachers and conduct a survey 
with the assistance of the land 
revenue department and district 
administration, Dimapur. 

Moreover, the department of 
Health and Family Welfare had 
on May 15, 2018 appealed to all 
stakeholders to caution in dealing 
with the land of the district hospital 
through publications in local dailies.  

The Naga Council is also said to 

have extended support on this issue 
and has sought information on the 
status of land encroachment by in-
dividuals through an RTI for future 
course of action.

Losu expressed concern over 
the encroachment issue and ad-
vised the medical superintendent 
of DHD, legal advisors and senior 
doctors to sit together and come up 
with a course of action. He also said 
that the doctors and nurses of DHD 
not only provide services to people 
of Nagaland but also from Assam 
and Manipur.

“This is a sign of development 
and prosperity in the hospital, 
where income is streamlined and 
revenue is generated,” said Losu 
while citing the example of the 
newly inaugurated computerised 
registration counter.

Rio launches Measles-Rubella vaccination 
campaign, hopes to achieve 100% coverage

27 measles related deaths in Kiphire in last three years

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 3 (EMN): In a 
major setback to one of the 
most reputed bakeries, Kohima 
Municipal Council adminis-
trator, Kovi Meyase, caught 
Popular Bakery located at PR 
Hill, Kohima selling expired 
Lychee and Nata De Coco juice 
on October 2.

Meyase told Eastern Mirror 
that he detected the bakery 
selling juice that has passed the 
expiration date when he went 
to buy some foodstuff. He said 
that he would inform the Chief 
Medical Officer and Food safety 
officers and conduct a joint 
inspection.

The manufacturing date is 
clearly written as 31/06/2016 
and the expiration date as 
31/11/2017 on the labels of the 
juice but it was displayed on the 
shelf for sale (pictures provided 
to Eastern Mirror).

Popular Bakery was in news 
for the wrong reason in June 
this year after it was issued a 
notice to improve the condition 
of its kitchen (baking unit) in 
connection with hygiene under 
Section 32 of Food Safety and 
Standards Act 2006. Another 
surprise inspection was made 
on July 23, and its trade license 
was suspended the following 

day after failing to improve its 
standard of hygiene despite a 
previous notice.

However, the Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) Kohima revoked 
the suspension of Popular Bak-
ery’s food license in August after 
the officials found out during an 
inspection that it had complied 
with the hygiene standards sug-
gested by the authorities.   

It may be mentioned that 
the Chief Medical Officer and 
Designated Officer, Kohima 
had on September 27 issued a 
public advisory on purchasing 
and consuming safe food. Dr. 
Ritu Thurr said in a statement 
that the public should check 
and read the labels for infor-
mation such as manufactur-
ing date, best before date, and 
FSSAI licence number on the 
package before purchasing any 
food item.

Thurr said that people not 
to eat fast food wrapped in 
newspapers as the ink can 
contaminate food which is 
injurious to health and also 
avoid food that are high in 
fat, salt and sugar (HFSS). He 
also asked the citizens to see 
that the name and address of 
the importer is written on the 
package or containers of any 
imported food items.

Popular Bakery caught 
selling expired juice

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 3: All Naga-
land College Students’ Un-
ion (ANCSU) has sought 
the intervention of Minis-
ter for Higher and Techni-
cal Education in connec-
tion with mismanagement 
of scholarship that was 
revealed in the report of 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) of India.

The students’ union 
said in a statement that 
it had written a letter to 
the Director Technical 
Education demanding a 
detail report on misman-
agement of scholarship 
by Directorate of Techni-
cal Education as per the 
report of CAG but the re-
sponse was unsatisfactory. 

It said that the depart-
ment has claimed to have 
“recovered the misused 
scholarship amount” but 
didn’t reveal the “officials 
who were involved in mis-
appropriation of scholar-
ship fund.”

“It is observed that the 
director is covering the 
identity of those erring 
officials i.e unknown and 
such hypocrite attitude 
is a denial to the ANCSU 
demands for justice and 
stern action should be ini-
tiated against the director 
if found guilty of misus-
ing/abusing his authority 
and office to restore the 
integrity of the depart-
ment,” said the statement 
from the union, adding 

that “recovering the mis-
used amount is not the 
only answer.”

Stating that “unspent 
balance of scholarship 
amount is not expected to 
be misused by any official 
of the department” under 
any circumstances, the 
ANCSU appealed Minister 
for Higher and Technical 
Education to “immediate-
ly intervene and recom-
mend the State Vigilance 
Commission (SVC) for 
proper investigation and 
those officials involved 
must be terminated as 
per SVC report as they are 
observed to be a threat to 
the students’ community 
and its funds meant only 
for scholarship.”

College students demand termination of 
officials involved in scholarship misuse

New Delhi, Oct. 3 (IANS): Justice Ran-
jan Gogoi was on Wednesday sworn in 
as the Chief Justice of India, becoming 
the first chief of the apex court from 
the northeast.

He was administered the oath 
of office by President Ram Nath Ko-
vind at a function in the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan, attended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Union Ministers Arun 
Jaitley, Rajnath Singh and Ravi Shankar 
Prasad.

Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Ma-
hajan and former Prime Ministers 
Manmohan Singh, H.D. Deve Gowda, 
along with leader of Congress Party in 
the Lok Sabha Malikarjun Kharge were 
also present.

Justice Gogoi is nation's 46th Chief 
Justice succeeding Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, who demitted office on October 
2. He will be in office for 13 months 
and 15 days till November 17, 2019, 
when he will turn 65.

Significantly, Justice Gogoi is one of 
the four senior-most judges of the Su-
preme Court, who had risen in revolt 
against Justice Misra in January when 
they held a press conference criticising 
him on constitution of benches. 

Attorney General K.K. Venugopal, 
former AG Mukul Rohatgi, eminent 
jurist Fali Nariman, Supreme Court Bar 
Association President Vikas Singh were 
also present on the occasion.

Justice Gogoi was enrolled at the 
Bar in 1978 and practised at the Gau-

hati High Court of which he was made 
a Permanent Judge on February 28, 
2001. 

He was transferred to the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court on Sep-
tember 9, 2010 and became its Chief 
Justice on February 12, 2011. He was 
elevated as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court on April 23, 2012.

With just a little over a year at the 
helm, Justice Gogoi's hands are full 
with pressing matters like Ayodhya, 
appointment of Lokpal, setting up of 
more fast track courts to try lawmak-
ers facing criminal cases involving 
heinous crimes and other issues.

Justice Gogoi has set the task of ad-
dressing the issue of the huge backlog 
of cases that is plaguing the justice 
delivery system which he had said was 
threatening its credibility including its 
relevance.

With over 2.6 crore cases pend-
ing and with every fourth position in 
subordinate judiciary and nearly half 
of the High Court posts vacant -- the 
task set by the Chief Justice is a mam-
moth one.

He had earlier said that he has the 
plan to address the issue which would 
unfold in due course.

Speaking at a seminar last week, 
Chief Justice Gogoi said: "Pendency 
is bringing a lot of disrepute. In fact, 
if I may say so, it has the potential of 
making the system irrelevant" and "I 
have a plan and will unfold it."

Justice Ranjan Gogoi sworn 
in as Chief Justice of India

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 3 (EMN): The 
standoff between the All 
Nagaland Ad-hoc Teach-
ers Group (ANATG) 2015 
batch and the state gov-
ernment got more intense 
on Wednesday when the 
former defied the admin-
istration’s order of denying 
the group to congregate in 
the Civil Secretariat area.

Members of the teach-
ers’ group, who are de-
manding for regularisa-
tion of service, gathered 
for a meeting at the Capi-
tal Convention Centre in 
Kohima at around 9 am 
but were dispersed by the 
police. As per the teachers, 
they immediately sought 
permission from the Naga 
Students’ Federation (NSF) 
to use the Naga Solidarity 
Park, which was located in 
the vicinity. With the stu-
dent body allowing them 
to use the park, ANATG 
members marched to the 
venue, only to be prevented 
by more police personnel 
from entering.

Subsequently, the po-
lice reportedly took away 
four leaders of the teachers’ 
group including the presi-

dent and spokesperson to 
the North Police Station Ko-
hima, where they were de-
tained for at least six hours.

Speaking to report-
ers following their release, 
ANATG president Rüguot-
solie said the members, 
who were detained, were 
not ill-treated at the police 
station. He said they were 
asked to sign a kind of ‘good 
behaviour bond’ which was 
a police station procedure 
before the release of any de-
tained person. However, the 
ad-hoc teachers refused to 
sign. Later, at around 4 pm, 
they wrote an undertaking 
that the group would not 
resort to any violent means 
while carrying out their 
demand for regularisation 
of their service, following 
which, they were released.

It was learnt that a 
number of placards were 
also seized from the vehi-
cle of the ANATG mem-
ber. When asked why they 
had placards when they 
claimed to have planned for 
a peaceful general meeting, 
they said they brought the 
placards along in anticipa-
tion of the outcome of the 
cabinet meeting that was 

scheduled to be held in the 
afternoon. 

“We did not bring out 
any placard in public view 
at all.... They were kept in 
the vehicle for use if the 
cabinet failed to take up our 
issue,” a member said.

It was learnt that the 
state cabinet had, during 
its sitting on Wednesday, 
approved to bring the 1166 
aggrieved ad-hoc teachers 
under the scale of pay while 
the issue of regularisation 
was kept at bay as there 
were legal matters con-
nected to it. But this could 
not be confirmed from the 
department officials. 

Meanwhile, the ANATG 
has acknowledged the 
Kohima Village Youth Or-
ganisation for stepping in 
with their assistance when 
the ad-hoc teachers’ lead-
ers were detained earlier 
during the day. They also 
sent out a clear message 
that they ‘have news’ that 
their issue was discussed 
at the cabinet level, but 
they will not take any deci-
sion whether to continue or 
call off their agitation until 
they see the official order in 
‘black and white’.

ANATG defies administration’s order; 
leaders face 6-hour preventive detention

District Hospital Dimapur land encroachment: 
Phom assures strict action on perpetrators

Classism, racism need to be addressed 
more — Cara Delevingne  |  P10

Croatia court rejects Modric 
perjury charges — Report  |  P11

Mayawati deals blow to 
Congress in MP, Rajasthan, 

rules out alliance  |  P8

ing. Those infected have 
high fever, rash on the body, 
cough, running nose and 
red watery eyes. There is no 
specific treatment available 
for the diseases but can be 
prevented by vaccination.

There were specula-
tions, apprehensions and 
rumours doing the rounds 
on dangers of Measles-Ru-
bella vaccination but Rio 
assured that there is nothing 
to worry about and asked 
the people not to get misled 
by negative information 
and false propagandas, stat-

ing that there are sufficient 
knowledgeable doctors who 
know what they are doing.

The chief  minister 
said the campaign aims at 
knocking out the diseases 
by building up immunity for 
both measles and rubella 
diseases in the commu-
nity, and asserted that all the 
children in the state should 
receive MR vaccine during 
the campaign.

Citing the outbreak of 
measles epidemic in Myan-
mar last year, Rio said that 
the effect of disease can 

destroy the hope of a fam-
ily and the society as well. 
He said that the campaign 
is a mass movement that 
involves everyone and a 
huge exercise that needs 
the cooperation of all the 
stakeholders, civil and faith 
based organisations. 

All parents and school 
teachers should actively par-
ticipate in the health pro-
gramme and ensure that no 
child misses the opportunity 
to be protected from these 
two killer diseases, said Rio. 
He urged the doctors and 

para medical staff to leave 
no stone unturned to ensure 
the success of the campaign.

With more educated and 
responsive people today 
who care for themselves as 
well as for the community, 

the state will soon become 
100% free from measles and 
rubella diseases, said the 
CM. He also called upon all 
to join hands and protect 
the children from measles 
and rubella and help build 

Nagaland into a ‘healthy and 
progressive’ state.

Minister for Health and 
Family Welfare, S. Pangnyu 
Phom stressed on the im-
portance of getting all the 
children vaccinated, and not 

be carried away by the false 
and unverified rumours. He 
said that the people should 
be concerned and think 
about the future of the chil-
dren, protect and save them 
for a better tomorrow.

Facts about Measles-Rubella diseases
• Measles and Rubella are highly contagious 

viral diseases that spread through coughing, 
sneezing, contact with an infected person

• Measles infection symptoms include fever, 
rash on body, cough, running nose and red 
watery eyes

• Infection may lead to blindness, encephalitis, 
diarrhoea and pneumonia

• One-third of worldwide measles-related 
deaths occur in India

• Infection with Rubella during pregnancy 
can cause miscarriages, stillbirth, and birth 
defects

• Children with CRS can suffer hearing impair-
ments, cataracts, heart defects and other 
lifelong disabilities

• One-third of children born worldwide with 
CRS occur in India

• No specific treatment available for Measles 
and Rubella

• Measles-Rubella (MR) vaccination can pre-
vent the diseases from children

• Children in the age group of 9 months and 15 
years should get MR vaccine

• Vaccination campaign dose is given to all tar-
geted children irrespective of prior measles-
rubella immunisation status or disease status.



NPF Kohima reaffirms 
support on party leadership

Organisations lend solidarity to ANATG 
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MLA Keneizhakho Nakhro speaking to party men during the NPF Kohima division executive meeting on Oct. 3.

Minister of forest, environment and 
climate change and parliamentary affairs, 
CM Chang, speaking at the state level quiz 
and youth parliament held in Kohima on 
October 3.

State advisor of social welfare, hone guards and civil defence, Noke Wangnao (L), and department officials 
during meeting with the union minister, Maneka Gandhi, in New Delhi on October 3.

Kohima, Oct. 3 (EMN): 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
Kohima division held its 
first executive meeting-
cum-oath taking ceremony 
on October 3 in Kohima.

NPF Kohima division 
president Gonei-u Sirie, 
in his address, welcomed 
the newly inducted office 
bearers. He said many of 
the members have joined 
the NPF from other politi-
cal parties with an aim and 
dedication to lift up the NPF 
party to greater heights.

MLAs Keneizhakho Na-

khro and Khriehu Liezietsu, 
former MLA Kropol Vitsu 
and vice president COB 
(Adm) i/c Kohima division 
Kruzakie Kelio also deliv-
ered short speeches.

The speakers thanked 
the party rank and file for 
standing firm till date and 
encouraged them not to 
be disheartened or swayed 
away by ‘street talks’ as the 
NPF, though in the opposi-
tion, was still the single 
largest party in the state as-
sembly and they expressed 
hope that the NPF will 

come to power.
T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 

chaired by working presi-
dent NPF Kohima Division 
Kelhouletuo Keretsü.

The house unanimous-
ly resolved to stand firm 
and work steadfastly for 
betterment and uplift of the 
NPF party through ‘thick 
and thin.’ It also resolved 
to extend its fullest support 
and cooperation to NPF 
president Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu and NPF Leg-
islature Party leader TR 
Zeliang.

Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): 
In expressing solidar-
ity with the ANATG 2015 
batch, Western Sumi Hoho 
(WSH) raised concern over 
the reported arrest of some 
leaders while they were 
carrying out their agitation 
in a democratic manner.

Denouncing the arrest, 
the hoho president, Zhes-
hito Swu, and the general 
secretary, Vikato K Achu-
mi, have termed as ‘unbe-
coming’ of a democratic 
government in resorting 
to such iron hand policies. 
Stating that ANATG 2015 
batch had undergone suit-
ability tests, the hoho testi-
fied that their demand for 
regularisation was genuine 
vide Office Memorandum 
No. AR-5/ASSO/98 dated 
4.8.2008.

The hoho expressed 
resentment on the several 
lapses and loopholes on 
the appointment of those 
teachers under the RMSA 
flagship programme of 
2013 and 2016. It stated 
that while teachers un-
der same RMSA flagship 
programme of 2013 were 
given scale pay right from 
the time of appointment, 
the hoho said 2016 batch 
of teachers under the same 

RMSA scheme were being 
put under extreme duress 
and harassment from the 
government to accept de-
duction of their salaries 
or face termination from 
their services. 

It opined that taking 
such ‘heartless and cruel 
tactic’ on the noble service 
is a direct betrayal of those 
lofty speeches and awards 
showered to teachers for 
their meritorious service 
on Teachers’ Day every 
year.

In a related statement, 
Eastern Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ENCSU) 
has strongly supported 
the demand of All Naga-
land Ad-hoc Teachers’ 
Group (ANATG) 2015 
batch for regularisation of 
their service.

The union press release 
issued by its president, 
Longre M Chang, and the 
assistant general secretary, 
Chumseli K, have termed 
teachers as builder of the 
society. It therefore stated 
that the problem confront-
ing teachers are also borne 
by the students. 

Terming the demand 
of ANATG as genuine, the 
union earnestly appealed 
to the concerned authority 

to consider their demand 
at the earliest.

In a related state-
ment, Rengma students’ 
union (RSU) has extend-
ed its support to the All 
Nagaland Adhoc Teach-
ers’ Group (ANATG) 2015 
batch on their demand for 
service regularisation. 

In a press release, RSU 
president Kisheto Kent 
Rengma and educational 
and statistics secretary 
Ziya Kath have termed the 
demand of adhoc teachers 
as genuine. It stated that 
for the past three years Na-
galand has witnessed agi-
tations, hunger strikes in 
phases by teachers which 
in turn has affected stu-
dents’ community.

Despite teaching pro-
fession deemed as one of 
the most respected profes-
sions in society, the union 
lamented that teachers 
were made to undergo all 
kinds of protest for justice.

RSU appealed to the 
state government to re-
solve the issues on prior-
ity since the unpleasant 
situation has not only 
contributed to the dete-
rioration of government 
schools in particular but 
society at large.

Chakhesang mothers to hold session 

Minister urges to conserve wildlife

State level quiz and youth parliament held in Kma.

Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): Chakhesang 
Mothers’ Association (CMA) will hold its 
11th triennial general session on October 
9 and 10 at Baptist Theological College 
(BTC) Square, T Chikri, Pfutsero town, on 
the theme “Transcending motherhood 
responsibility.”

Kewezü G Kenye, Member of Parlia-
ment (MP), Rajya Sabha, Government 
of India, and Neiba Kronu, minister of 
planning and coordination, land revenue, 
would grace the session as the inaugural 
guest and valedictory guest respectively. 

The association president, Zaposhelü 
Venuh, stated that Muzivolu T Therie, 
CMA legal advisor and member secretary 

of Nagaland state legal service authority, 
would exhort the gathering during the in-
troductory session, while, Rev. Dr. Yiepetso 
Wezah, BTC’s principal, and Kekhwengulo 
Lea, president of Chakhesang Public Or-
ganization (CPO) would bring greetings 
during the two-day session.

It also informed that a sum of INR 150 
would be realised from every delegates 
as registration fee. The association has 
requested every village unit to send at least 
10 delegates along with their own bedroll(s) 
and respective standard size flags.

CMA has further urged all delegates to 
compulsorily wear traditional attire during 
the session

Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): Minister of for-
est, environment and climate change, 
CM Chang on October 3 congratulated 
the people of Nagaland for their effort 
in conservation and protection of forest 
and wildlife in the state and sought their 
continued support to the forest depart-
ment towards a concerted approach in 
protecting and conserving the rich wildlife 
of the state.

The minister said this in his message 
on the occasion of the 64th Wildlife Week 
which is being observed from October 2 to 
8 on the theme “Big Cats: Predators under 
threat.” 

Raising deep concern over the dwin-
dling population of the big cats, CM Chang 
said the population of big cat are declining 
at a staggering rate as a result of mostly hu-
man-induced threats such as habitat loss, 
poaching, illegal trade, human-wildlife 
conflict, and climate change. Referring to 
statistics, he said the world has lost over 
90 percent of its tigers in the 20th century 
while lion populations have fallen by two-
fifths in just 20 years.

“Events such as this highlight the re-
sponsibility of the government and the 
people of the state to join hands in pro-
tecting the big cats by increasing its prey 
base and the protected area network. We 
must do our utmost in protecting these 
magnificent and charismatic creatures,” 
said the minister. 

Saying that India is one of the 17 mega 
‘biodiversity countries of the world,’ 
Chang, however, said the diversity is un-
der stress from poaching and organised 
wildlife trade with global ramifications. 
He said the illegal wildlife trade is driven 
mainly by the huge profits earned by 
traders, along with the low risks and lack 

of penalties which make the illegal trade 
highly lucrative but which is depleting the 
biodiversity. He appealed the people of the 
state to cooperate with the government in 
curbing such wildlife crime. 

“Conservation of wildlife and forests 
are necessary to preserve the ecological 
diversity and our life support systems such 
as air, water, and soil. In general, by con-
serving and protecting the natural habitat 
and various wildlife species, we enrich our 
planet,” said the minister. 

He said Naga people, in the past years, 
were dependent on the forest and hunted 
wild animals for food and their basic sur-
vival. But, today, he stated that Nagaland is 
developing like other parts of the country 
and that plenty of edible materials are 
now readily available without the need for 
hunting wildlife. “Thus, people are coming 
forward for protection and conservation 
of forest and wildlife. The latest example is 
protection of Amur Falcons and the state 
has been recognised as the Falcon’s capital 
of the world,” the minister added. 

Chang also said that the provisions 
of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 were 
in conflict with the cultural practices 
of Nagas. However, since December 18, 
1981, the government of Nagaland has 
been taking steps to ensure proper imple-
mentation of the Act by looking into the 
importance of forest and wildlife and by 
educating the people and raising aware-
ness. He appealed to all fellow citizens 
to extend their support to the forest de-
partment towards a concerted approach 
in protecting and conserving the rich 
wildlife of the state. ‘Public support and 
participation is no longer a choice now 
but an absolute necessity in wildlife con-
servation,’ the minister said.

Our correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 3 (EMN): The an-
nual parliamentary quiz and youth 
parliament competition was held 
at ATI complex on the theme “De-
mocracy: A challenge for young 
minds” by the department of par-
liamentary affairs with CM Chang, 
minister of forest, environment 
and climate change and parlia-
mentary affairs, as the chief invitee.

The minister, in his address, 
said that youth parliament is a 
platform for the youth to share 
their ideologies and opinions 
through debates, thus helping 
them to take part in policy mak-
ing and also highlights the need 
for new thinking that will take the 
country forward.

He also said that it was a plat-
form where the youth can step 
forward and question the policy 
makers if they are not satisfied 
with the status quo, thereby cre-
ating an agenda for change. He 
mentioned it was therefore neces-
sary to devise suitable programme 
at the school and college level 
to train students for their role as 
citizens of a democratic country. 
He added that the primary role of 
education was to make students 
competent enough to consider 
public issues and form their opin-
ion judiciously.

“Youth is a season of hope and 
aspiration. It is a time where one 
can be moulded and trained in a 

Centre assures one master plan project to state
Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): 
Union minister of women 
and child development, 
Maneka Gandhi as assured 
in principle to sanction one 
master plan project at the 
state Kohima. She also ad-
vised the state government 
to send one comprehensive 
Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) for child adoption 
centre, destitute children, 
old age home, molestation 
or rape victim centre for 
consideration.

Gandhi made this as-
surance to the state advi-
sor of social welfare, home 
guards and civil defence, 
Noke Wangnao, and other 
department officials when 
the latter called on her on 
October 3 in New Delhi.

STATE

KMC cautions traders
Having noticed that some shops/ traders in Kohima 
are selling essential commodities and other hardware 
items like cement, sand and brick etc at exorbitant 
price on the pretext bad roads caused by recent 
natural calamity, Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) 
has directed all shopkeepers and traders to abide 
with the prescribed rates. KMC administrator, Kovi 
Meyase cautioned that action would be taken against 
the defaulters. Public are also requested to report to 
his office for any item that are sold beyond the fixed 
price/rate.

APO convenes meeting
Angami Public Organisation (APO) has convened an 
executive council meeting on October 5 at 11 am at 
APO hall, Kohima. The organisation general secretary, 
Neisakholie Ziephrü has requested all its office bear-
ers, executive council members from NAPO, WAPO, 
SAPO, CPO, AMK, AYO, ASU, ASA  and AGOK to attend 
the meeting without fail. 

Wokha teachers convene meeting
All Regular Graduate Teachers’ Forum (RGTF) under 
Wokha district has convened a general meeting on 
October 9 at LTC Hall, Wokha, at 1 pm. The forum’s 
general secretary, Benri Ezung has requested all 
concerned members to attend the proposed meeting 
without fail.

Social work held in zoological park 
Along with the rest of the state, mass social work 
was carried out at Nagaland Zoological Park (NZP), 
Rangapahar, on September 29 and October 1. The 
director of NZP, Rangapahar, in a press statement, 
said the social work was conducted within the zoo 
area starting from the parking area to the enclosure 
area. Members of Forestry Graduates Association of 
Nagaland (FGAN) and personnel of 1st NAP posted 
at NZP also joined the staff for the social work, the 
release stated. 

Football coaches to meet on Oct. 3  
Nagaland Football Coaches Association (NFCA) 
notified all licensed football coaches that a general 
meeting will be held on October 7 from 3 pm at Okusa 
Toyota, Walford, Dimapur. All coaches have been 
requested to attend without fail. For more informa-
tion contact Ayeto Ayemi, general secretary NFCA, on 
phone no. 9436424654.

Temporary licence for firecrackers 
Dimapur police on Wednesday informed that 
temporary fireworks licence would be issued at the 
office of the commissioner of police to interested 
parties to stock and sell firecrackers. The additional 
deputy commissioner of police/ PRO, in a press 
note stated that licence would be issued in accor-
dance with Rule 84 of Explosive Rules, 2008 and 
circular by chief controller of explosive. Interested 
parties are asked to obtain permits for the same, 
i.e. licence in form LE-5 after duly filling up form 
AE-5 which can be obtained from the office of the 
commissioner of police. The licence will be issued 
totally on temporary basis, the press note stated.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER REPORT (OCT. 3)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA 24.4 16.5 19.1 78 NIL

DIMAPUR 33.3 23.2 24.6 92 NIL

WOKHA 22.4 16.6 19.6 96 NIL

ZBT 22.3 16.2 21.2 95 NIL

MON 29 20 19.1 81 NIL

TUENSANG 24 19 19.3 85 NIL

MKG 25.2 18.4 20.3 85 NIL

PHEK 25 14.8 16.8 82 NIL

KIPHIRE 30 18.6 19.3 85 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26.5 16.5 17.8 72 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 28 18.4 20.3 62 NIL

JALUKIE 27 15 17.3 69 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 29.8 20.6 22.9 90 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

The Ao community of Dimapur under the banner of the Ao Senso Telongjem Dimapur, as part of the state-
wide mass social work called from September 29 to October 2, organised a voluntary clean up exercise 
at the Ao Senden Riju, Purana Bazaar on October 2.  The Dimapur Watsü Telongjem, Dimapur Ao Lanur 
Telongjem, Ao students’ Union Dimapur and executives of the six federating (range) units volunteered for 
the cleanliness drive.

In unity 

A press release is-
sued by Kuolie Mere, PRO 
(IPR), Nagaland House, 
New Delhi, stated that the 
advisor had apprised the 
union minister for central 
assistance on infrastruc-
ture development for child 
adoption centres, destitute 
children rehabilitation cen-
tre, old age home etc in the 
state. 

While the union minis-
ter assured to sanction one 
master plan project for the 
state capital, she also ad-
vised the state government 
to send one comprehen-
sive DPR for child adoption 
centre, destitute children, 
old age home, molestation 
or rape victim centre for 
consideration.

The advisor along with 
his officers also called on 
the union minister of social 
justice and empowerment, 
Thaawarchand Gehlot, at 
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi, 
to discuss on departmen-
tal activities and ongoing 
project in the state. During 
the meeting, the advisor re-
quested the union minister 
for more central assistance 
under his ministry. 

The release further 
stated that the minister 
had agreed to look into the 
matters shared by the ad-
visor and provide more 
central assistance for the 
state. The union minister 
also informed of his visit to 
the state likely in the month 
February 2019. 

way to serve the country better. 
This can be through inter-group 
relations; across the table discus-
sion; in family affairs; in local and 
national affairs. In schools and 
colleges, we give importance to 
individual rather than to group 
product”, he added.

Delving into the importance 
of holding youth parliament, the 
minister said it equips the young-
sters in the art of honing their 
debate and public speaking skills 
and thereby help them to adapt 

and react to situations such as 
debating and group discussions.

He also added that youth par-
liament will go a long way in 
equipping future legislators for 
their role in the country’s parlia-
ment and state legislatures by 
strengthening their roots of de-
mocracy and to encourage demo-
cratic culture.

He appealed to the teachers to 
make a conscious effort to build 
human resources out of hope, 
encouragement, talent, untapped 
energies and unexploited poten-
tial of the youth.

Motsuthung Lotha, commis-
sioner and secretary, department 
of parliamentary affairs, in his wel-
come speech, said Nagaland has 
the means, the good will, the peo-
ple and the resources to eliminate 
poverty and reduce inequality but 
it will not happen unless the peo-
ple write this new story; a story of 
people, their relationships, their 
dreams and their hopes for a bet-
ter tomorrow. 

He also shared his optimism 
that the youth parliament will 
contribute immensely to the 
deepening of democracy by stat-
ing that it was one of the most 
effective tools for involvement and 
participation of the young citizens 
in the legislature. 

He also said the future of the 
state was in the hands of the young 
people of today as the direct con-

sequences of their lack of focus 
especially in the field of education 
and the pursuit of knowledge will 
be the doom for Nagas as a society.

Welcoming all the delegates 
of the youth parliament, the com-
missioner said that the long stand-
ing commitment of the depart-
ment was to train the youth and 
ensure their full participation in 
the making of a better world to 
live.

He also added that the depart-
ment of parliamentary affairs  will 
continue to play a pivotal role, 
creating platforms to promote the 
youths to speak up and impact 
agenda for change.

Earlier, during the parliamen-
tary quiz competition, students 
representing Kiphire district 
bagged the first position, followed 
by Tuensang and Kohima-I.

During the youth parliament 
competition, the first place was 
bagged by Kevizeno from Kohima 
district followed by Helena Patton, 
Wokha on second position. The 
third place was shared jointly by 
Hyulo Tsela representing Kohima 
and Milika V Jakha, Zunheboto 
district.

The programme was chaired 
by Dr. Eunice Alinger, assistant 
professor of Kohima College, and 
the vote of thanks was offered by 
Evothung Ezung, Co ordinator 
and assistant professor of Kohima 
College.

 EM Images



NATIONALIST DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE PARTY
“Facta Non Verba”

Date: 03.10.2018

NOTIFICATION
In exercise of the power conferred upon me, 

vide Art. VII.A (X) of the NDPP Constitution, I 
hereby call for the General Convention of the 
NDPP on the 08th of November 2018, at 1100 
hrs at IG Stadium, Kohima, Nagaland.

(CHINGWANG KONYAK)
President

D-6070
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Well wishers and customers seen at Fusion store on its 4th anniversary on Wednesday in Dimapur.

Fusion store celebrates 4 years of promoting local products Civil secretariat officers and 
staff pledge for non-violence Eastern Mirror Desk 

Dimapur, Oct. 3: Fusion 
store Dimapur celebrated 
its 4th anniversary on Wed. 
Oct. 3 with the proprietor 
Temsusenla Kichu taking 
the occasion to unveil a 
new brand ‘Fire & Earth 
Ceramics’ by Lipok Esther 
to be associated with the 
store along with other local 
products.   

Fusion store, started on 
Oct. 3 2014, was incepted 
by Kichu with an idea to 
promote garments from 
local designers. During its 
first year, the store took off 
with just four local brands- 
Liying, Bevura, D’Ana and 
House of Twist. today, the 
store markets 18 brands- 
Liying, Precious Me Love, 
D’Ana, Runway Nagaland, 
Bambi, Kini, Fire and Earth, 
Aben, Rolong Creations, 
Odiren, Nungshiba Dolls, 
Old Cabin, Cache, Winter 
Made, Kharu, Crafts and 
Creations, Treasured Ele-
ments, and Zaben.

Kichu, the brainchild 
behind Fusion started the 
store with the objective to 
provide an opportunity for 
home-grown talents who 
are passionate and consist-
ent to prove their talents 
and earn their livelihood. 
Also with the market domi-
nated by foreign brands, 
Kichu told Eastern Mirror 
that with the launch of the 
four local brands initially, 
she realised the need for 
promoting local products in 
the state and for economic 
sustainability.

The reason why Fusion 
was surviving when most 
Nagas tend to give up in a 
year or two when business 
fall short, was because she 
does not quit and more 
importantly collaborates 
with brands that are serious 
and passionate, sincere and 
consistent. She also gave 

credit to the local brands 
involved with Fusion for not 
compromising on quality 

and believing in themselves 
and their talent.

“Initially people were 

buying from Fusion be-
cause of emotional attach-
ment with a particular 

brand that are related to 
them but now people are 
buying not because of re-
lationship attachment but 
because there has been a 
huge impact on individual 
brands and inspiring people 
too”, shared Kichu of her 
four years of journey with 
Fusion.

On the anniversary of 
Fusion, Kichu said that it 
is encouraging to see Naga 
entrepreneurs coming up in 
the state and expressed her 
hope that the youngsters 
would follow their passion 
consistency and not repli-
cate others.  

 ‘Fire & Earth Ceramics’ 
creator Lipok Esther who 
gave up her hefty paying 
job for the love of pottery 
got into the art as a therapy. 

Her passion towards the art 
made her come back to Na-
galand in May 2018, set up 
a studio at home, procured 
the raw materials from out-
side and thus found herself 
collaborating with Fusion.

Esther believes that tal-
ent should be contributed 
to one’s own society and 
that is why she chose Fusion 
to team up for her brand 
that has been supporting 
local. She candidly asserts 
that pottery is not much 
profitable in Nagaland but 
she has taken the risk so that 
people accept pottery and 
be aware of its beauty.

Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): In 
commemoration of 150th 
Birthday of Mahatma Gandhi 
and in observation of non-
violence week, the officers 
and staff of Nagaland civil  
secretariat undertook a 
pledge for non-violence on 
Oct. 3at the Secretariat Con-
ference Hall, Kohima.

Chairing the function, 
Secretary Home, Rovilato 
Mor, IAS said that Naga-
land state has been making 
various action plans from 
various departments, which 
are yet to be finalised, for 
commemoration of the pro-
gramme.

Speaking  about  the 
pledge to be undertaken in 
all the states, the secretary 
said that the  Oct. 2 has been 
declared by the United Na-
tions in 2017 as the Interna-
tional Day of Non-Violence 
and added that the period 
from 29th September to 4th 
October 2018 has been ob-
served as the nationwide 
week of commemoration of 
150th Birthday of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Non-Violence 
Week. 

The pledge was been 
taken simultaneously by 
the participants, the DIPR  
updated. 
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AFSPA extended in Arunachal’s 
three districts for six months

Myanmar’s officials to attend annual tourism festival in Mnp.

Tawang adjudged 
cleanest district 
in entire NECongress MLA 

resigns from party 
and Assembly

Ruling BJP sweeps panchayat 
by-elections in Tripura

NF Railway conducts cleanliness drive 

Bow maker Chaoba Sharma 
awarded ‘Governor’s Innovation 

Meghalaya CM attending first 
Indonesia-India interfaith dialogue

BJP to fight Mizoram election alone — Ram Madhav

New Delhi, Oct. 3 (IANS): 
The Centre has extended 
the Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act (AFSPA) for 
six months in Arunachal 
Pradesh’s three districts and 
in the areas falling within 
the jurisdiction of the state’s 
eight police stations border-
ing Assam, notifying them 
as “disturbed areas”, a gov-
ernment notification said.

Issued by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs on Mon-
day, the notification said 
AFSPA has been extended 
in Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding districts of Aru-
nachal Pradesh and the 
eight police stations bor-
dering Assam up to March 
31, 2019. 

“Now, therefore, Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding 

districts in Arunachal 
Pradesh and the areas fall-
ing within the jurisdiction 
of the following eight police 
stations in the districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh, bor-
dering the State of Assam, 
are declared as ‘disturbed 
area’ under Section 3 of 
the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act, 1958 up 
to March 31, 2019 w.e.f. 
October 1, 2018, unless 
withdrawn earlier,” the no-
tification said. 

The three districts -- 
bordering Myanmar -- have 
been under the AFSPA since 
January 2016. The govern-
ment had declared these 
three districts and the eight 
police stations bordering 
Assam as “disturbed” in its 
earlier notification issued 

on April 1. 
The eight police sta-

tions include Balemu and 
Bhalukpong in Arunachal 
Pradesh’s West Kameng 
district, Seijosa in East Ka-
meng district, Balijan in 
Papumpare district, Namsai 
and Mahadevpur in Nam-
sai district, Roing in Lower 
Dibang Valley district and 
Sunpura in Lohit district. 

According to a Home 
Ministry official, the deci-
sion was taken following a 
review of the law and order 
situation in the state’s three 
districts and the eight police 
station.

AFSPA gives powers to 
the Army and Central forces 
deployed in “disturbed ar-
eas” to kill anyone acting in 
contravention of law, arrest 

and search any premises 
without a warrant and pro-
vide cover to forces from 
prosecution and legal suits 
without the Central govern-
ment’s sanction.

It is effective in the 
whole of Nagaland, Assam, 
Manipur (excluding seven 
Assembly constituencies of 
Imphal). The state govern-
ments of Assam and Ma-
nipur now have the powers 
to keep or revoke the Act. 

The Act was withdrawn 
from Tripura in 2015 and in 
past one year, fewer areas 
in northeast are under the 
Act, the official said, adding 
that the Act was in place in 
Meghalaya for a a 20-km 
area (along the Assam bor-
der) and not in operation in 
Mizoram.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 3 (EMN): Chief Ministers 
of Myanmar’s Saigang and Mandalay 
regions- Myint Naing and Dr Zaw 
Myint Maung have expressed their 
desire to attend the annual tourism 
festival – Manipur Sangai Festival 
from November 21 to 30 next.

Besides, both the chief ministers 
are also ready to send their region’s 
women football teams to Manipur to 
play exhibition matches separately 
with the Manipur women team on 
November 25 and 26.

Convenor RK Shivachandra of 
Manipur’s committee for actualisa-
tion of Act East Policy who called on 
the Myanmar chief ministers on two 
separate occasions at Monywa and at 
Mandalay to pass on Manipur Chief 
Minister N Biren’s invitation for the 
festival couple of days ago informed 
this to this correspondent. Mandalay 
region chief minister also wants to 

send a cultural team from his region 
for the Sangai festival, Shivachandra 
said when contacted.

The movement of the people from 
Indian side to Myanmar and Myan-
mar side to India is on the rise after 
the opening of the border land route 
at Moreh on August 8, 2018.

Many Indians took the land route 
from Moreh border town, 110 km 
south of Imphal to visit Myanmar 
town for various purposes while My-
anmarese visit India for healthcare 
and religious purposes. 

Currently not less than 300 In-
dian visits Myanmar via Moreh every 
month after the opening of the land 
route.

But the frequent bandh in Ma-
nipur had caused a serious concern 
for everyone particularly the travel-
lers, according to RK Shivachandra. 
Interestingly the chief minister of 
Mandalay had reportedly discussed 

the issues of frequent bandh in Ma-
nipur with his council of ministers.

He said that so the people in the 
state need to rethink and make other 
alternatives if we really want to take 
the opportunities out of the upcom-
ing initiatives. Otherwise there are 
chances of going away such oppor-
tunities to other NE states.

It is reliably learnt that some of the 
NE states including Mizoram are lob-
bying to make their state the gateway 
to the South East Asian countries con-
sidering their conducive atmosphere 
for the trade. 

Mention may be made here that 
land border crossing at Zokhawthar-
Rin on the Mizoram Myanmar border 
had already been inaugurated while 
the land route was opened at Moreh 
on August 8.  

Zokhawthar is a village in Cham-
phai of Mizoram while Rih is in Myan-
mar’s Chin state.

Itanagar, Oct. 3 (PTI): Ta-
wang district in Arunachal 
Pradesh has been adjudged 
as the cleanest district 
in the entire North-East 
by Swachh Survekshan 
Gramin (SSG)-2018 sur-
vey, an official release said 
Wednesday.

The SSG-2018 was con-
ducted by an independ-
ent agency engaged by the 
Union Ministry of Drink-
ing Water and Sanitation, 
from August 1 to 31 this year 
across the country in 698 
districts.

Union Minister for 
Drinking Water and Sani-
tation, Uma Bharti gave 
away the award to the state 
in a glittering function at 
New Delhi on Tuesday com-
memorating the 150th Birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, the release said.

“The Tawang DC and 
the team of SBM (G) de-
serves special apprecia-
tion in making their district 
the first ODF district dur-
ing September last year in 
the state and making it to 
the cleanest district a year 
after, in the entire North 
East region,” chief minister 
Pema Khandu said while  
extending his congratula-
tions to the district.

A i z a w l , O c t . 3  ( P T I ) :  
Congress MLA Lalrinliana 
Sailo today said he quit the 
party and Mizoram Assem-
bly for “refusal” of the Con-
gress government to create 
a separate district compris-
ing his home turf.

The former minister’s 
resignation was accepted 
by Speaker Hiphei, As-
sembly secretariat sources 
said.

He later submitted his 
resignation to state PCC 
chief Lal Thanhawla from 
the Congress party.

He told reporters that he 
resigned as MLA and from 
the ruling party due to “re-
fusal” of the Congress gov-
ernment to fulfil the prom-
ise of creating a separate 
Khawzawl district compris-
ing his home turf - Tuchang 
Assembly seat.

He had been elected 
to the Assembly for three 
consecutive terms since 
2003 and was a cabinet min-
ister keeping portfolios like 
health and trade and com-
merce.

Agartala, Oct. 3 (PTI): The 
ruling BJP swept the pan-
chayat by-election in Tripu-
ra by winning 113 out of 130 
gram panchayat seats, State 
Election Commissioner G K 
Rao said Wednesday.

The BJP also won five 
out of the seven panchayat 
samiti seats, he said.

The Indigenous Peoples 
Front of Tripura (IPFT), an 
ally of BJP won nine gram 
panchayat seats, the SEC 
said. The opposition Con-
gress and CPI-M won four 
gram panchayat seats re-

spectively, Rao said.
The by-election for the 

132 gram panchayat seats 
and seven panchayat sam-
ity seats was held on Sep-
tember 30.

The state election com-
mission declared for re-
polling in two gram pancha-
yat seats in Khowai block of 
Khowai district on October 
5 and results would be an-
nounced on October 7, Rao 
told PTI.

On September 1, the 
State Election Commis-
sioner had announced 

by-elections in 3,207 gram 
panchayats seats, 161 pan-
chayat samiti seats and 18 
seats of Zilla Parishad.

The by-election was ne-
cessitated as large number 
of panchayat samiti mem-
bers resigned after the BJP-
IPFT government assumed 
office on March 3.

BJP won in over 96 per 
cent of the seats where by-
election was announced 
without contest as opposi-
tion parties did not file any 
nomination papers in those 
seats, officials said.

Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN):  As 
a mark of respect to the Fa-
ther of the Nation Mahat-
ma Gandhi on the auspi-
cious occasion of his 150th 
birth anniversary a special 
cleanliness drives “Shram-
daan” was launched on 
Oct. 2 at the Eco Park in 
Amingaon. “Shramdaan” 
is a part of “Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan” a massive mass 
movement that seeks to 
create a clean India.

The PRO, NF Railway 
in Maligaon issued a press 
release on Tuesday stat-
ing that N K Prasad, Gen-
eral Manager, N F Railway 

(Construction) offered 
Shramdaan” as part of 
Swachch Bharat Abhiyaan” 
at the Eco Park in Amin-
gaon.  

Prasad also planted a 
sapling at the premises 
of ECO Park at Amingaon 
to convey the message of 
clean and green India. Fol-
lowing Prasad other of-
ficers and employees also 
planted sapling at the Eco 
park. 

Later, addressing the 
gathering Prasad said that 
cleanliness is not only the 
responsibility of safai ka-
ramcharis or the govern-

ment but of all the employ-
ees and officers. Prasad 
made an appeal to the em-
ployees, officers and their 
family to implement the 
vision and philosophy 
behind Swachch Bharat 
Abhiyaan launched by the 
prime minister of India 
to maintain hygiene and 
sanitation in the railway 
premises.

He further appreciated 
the contribution of staff for 
maintaining the cleanli-
ness and hygiene in their 
respective area though 
that was very big chal-
lenge.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 3 (EMN): 
T h e  f i r s t  ‘G ov e r n o r’s  
Innovation Award’ was  
given to the state’s bow 
maker, Bachaspatimayum 
Chaoba Sharma during a 
simple function at the Dur-
bar Hall of Raj Bhavan Im-
phal on Wednesday.

The award which car-
ries a Citation, a trophy and 
INR 50,000 was handed to 
the innovative bow maker 
Chaoba by Manipur Gov-
ernor Dr Najma A Heptulla.

Bow maker Chaoba, 
a resident of Brahmapur 
Nahabam in Imphal East 
district specialises in manu-
facturing archery paraphe-
malia. He was once a junior 
engineer in the irrigation 

and flood control depart-
ment which was recently 
renamed as Water Resource 
department.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor Dr Hep-
tulla said that the wood and 
bamboo bows made by B 
Chaoba Sharma are very 
light comparing with the 
steel ones being used by the 
archers in international and 
national competitions.

Their prices are within 
the affordable range of be-
tween INR 5,000 to 6,000 
whereas the imported steel 
bows cost above INR 2 la-
khs. As most of the state’s 
sports person who brought 
laurels and medals for the 
nation are from middle 
class family, Chaoba’s in-

vention will be very much 
useful in practicing the 
event, the lady governor felt.

On the other hand, it 
will also encourage in bring-
ing out many entrepreneurs 
in the state. It is learnt that 
the ‘Governor’s Innovation 
Award’ will not be limited 
to any field. 

The award, which is 
from the governor’s discre-
tionary fund, will give to 
any Manipuri every year in 
recognition of their hidden 
talents, according to official 
sources.

Later, Pandit Nayer 
Ghose performed Sitar Re-
cital as inauguration of SPIC 
MACAY’s ‘Viraasat’ series 
2018-19 at the Raj Bhavan 
in Imphal, sources added.

Yogyakarta, Oct. 3 (IANS): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma warned 
on Wednesday that grow-
ing insularity could trigger 
social tensions and strife 

across the globe.
Speaking at the first 

Indonesia-India Interfaith 
Dialogue in the Indonesian 
island Java, Sangma said 
all religions preach peace 

Aizawl, Oct. 3 (PTI): The 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
would fight all the 40 as-
sembly seats in Mizoram 
alone, but the party might 
forge an alliance with like-
minded parties in a post-
poll scenario, general sec-
retary Ram Madhav said on 
Wednesday.

Mizoram is the only 
state under the Congress 
in the Northeast at present. 
The saffron party has been 
making concerted efforts to 
win the state, after having 
formed governments on its 
own or joining hands with 

allies in all other Northeast-
ern states.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Madhav, who 
is in charge of the North-
east, said the BJP would 
field candidates in all the 40 
assembly seats in the state, 
where elections are due in 
December.

In the 2013 assembly 
poll, the Congress had 
won 34 seats and made 
Lal Thanhawala the chief 
minister, while the BJP has 
no MLA at present.

On the Opposition 
calling the Mizo National 

Front (MNF) “proxy” of the 
BJP, the general secretary 
termed it “ridiculous”.

The party would con-
test against the MNF and 
the National People’s Party 
in the polls, though they 
are constituents of North-
East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA), Madhav said.

The NEDA is a political 
coalition formed in 2016 by 
the BJP, along with North-
east regional parties like 
Naga People’s Front, Sikkim 
Democratic Front, People’s 
Party of Arunachal, Asom 
Gana Parishad and Bod-

oland People’s Front.
Madhav asserted that 

the BJP “respected” the 
food habits, distinct cul-
tural and customs of the 
Mizos and their religion.

He accused the ruling 
Congress, headed by Chief 
Minister Lal Thanhawla 
-- in power for 10 years 
-- of being corrupt and 
inefficient.

The Thanhawla regime 
did not create any basic in-
frastructural development 
during the last decade, 
though the Centre initiated 
and funded several devel-

opmental projects, the BJP 
leader said.

If voted to power, the 
BJP would construct a four-
lane highway across the 
state, linking both Myan-
mar and Bangladesh, Mad-
hav said. 

The proposed highway 
would ensure access to the 
international market and 
open the east-west corridor 
for trade.

He added that engi-
neering colleges would be 
established at Lunglei and 
Champhai districts if the 
saffron party wins.

Conrad Sangma

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1956SUD0KU 1796
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Used in flavoring food
 6. “Oh my!”
 10. Snake sound
 14. Brother of Moses
 15. Coop or pen
 16. Operatic solo
 17. Begin
 18. Millisecond
 19. Farm building
 20. Dawns
 22. Devastated
 24. God of love (Greek mythology)
 25. Fate
 26. Anagram of “Crater”
 29. Speck
 30. The smallest of the litter
 31. Not suitable for surgery
 37. Slender woodwind instruments
 39. Consumed
 40. A large ladle
 41. Lethality
 44. Otherwise
 45. Hotels
 46. All of your assets
 48. Protracted
 52. “Helen of ____”
 53. Awaken
 54. Apparently without joins
 58. Augur
 59. Anagram of “Taro”
 61. Charming, beautiful woman
 62. Lyric poems
 63. A type of wading bird
 64. Result
 65. Repose
 66. Rubber wheel
 67. Raises up on the hind legs 

 DOWN
 1. Backtalk
 2. A Maori weapon
 3. Anagram of “Rain”
 4. Fixed
 5. The whole thing

 6. Highest points of  
achievement

 7. A young girl
 8. How long something has 

existed
 9. Exude
 10. An established custom
 11. Pertaining to modern day 

Persia
 12. A dangerously seductive 

woman
 13. What most beaches are
 21. Spore-producing 

structures
 23. Utilizers
 25. Foolish people
 26. Stepped
 27. Bumpkin
 28. Dwarf buffalo
 29. Anagram of “Tomes”
 32. Nursemaid
 33. Gas used in welding
 34. A string necktie
 35. Misplaced
 36. Sword
 38. Long narrow openings

 42. Acquire by succession
 43. Body plasmas
 47. Gloomy
 48. Exert oneself
 49. Wear away
 50. Connecting points
 51. Visitor
 52. Flirt
 54. Agitate or mix
 55. Actress ____ Lanchester
 56. A disparaging remark
 57. Perceives visually
 60. Japanese sash

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1795

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1955

and that “it is crime against 
god to use religion to incite 
hatred and violence.”

“Indonesia-India In-
terfaith Dialogue has the 
potential to emerge as an 
effective forum to nurture 
peace and harmony, not 
only in the two countries 
but also in the region and 
the world,” Sangma ob-
served.

The Dialogue aims to 
promote pluralism and 
eradicate radicalism. 

The three-day pro-
gramme comprises a dis-
cussion, visits to places 
of worship and dialogues 
between Hindu, Islamic, 
Christian and Buddhist re-
ligious leaders of both the 
countries.

The Indian delegation 
is being led by Minister of 
State for External Affairs 
M.J. Akbar.



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/102/2018-VII                  Dated Kohima, the , 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. MEYATOLA W/o LT. K. AOMEREN, Mechanic Gd-II, Dept of 
C.E. (M) P.W.D Kohima, N/L resident Agri Forest Colony, Kohima has applied 
for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, 
Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension, 
GPF, GIS, Leave Encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits entitled. 
Bank A/C No.20062870542 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 
30.08.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima : Nagaland
KG-2865

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27th Sept 18

NOTICE
NO.M-443/18/5710-11 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti SUBRATA SAHA -Vrs- KAKUGHA YEPTHO resident of 
LHOMITHI Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
03/11/018.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: SUBRATA SAHA
Village/Block No: 7, Patta No: 5
Dag No: 19, Area: 00B-01K-10Ls
North: SUDAM DUTTA, South: APP ROAD
East: SUBRATA SAHA, West: MAIN ROAD

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6064

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 3th Oct 18

NOTICE
NO.M-452/18/5955-56 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Nobin Basumatary -Vrs- P. Moatemsu Jamir resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before  
03-11-18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Nobin Basumatry
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 47
Dag No: 343, Area: 00-03-10
North: Approach Road, South: T.L. Rengma
East: Kitsukha, West: Vinol

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6065

OFFICE OF THE
NAGALAND GOVT. REGISTERED CLASS - 1 CONTRACTORS’ UNION

Govt. Regd. No H RS-2067. Dt. 12.02.2002 
Phezoucha Secretariat Road 

H.Q. KOHIMA 797001 NAGALAND
Ph. No. 0370-2270185

 Ref. no......... Date: 3-10-18

Dear Vilelie Khamo,
I on behalf the office bearers and members of the Nagaland 

Government Registered Class 1 Contractors Union would like 
to congratulate you on being conferred the Classic Award 2018 
in recognition of your philanthropic contributions towards the 
upliftment of the society.

We hope and pray that you will continue your good work in all 
sphere of human endeavour. Your story of struggles and success has 
been and will be an inspiration to many youth.

The Union wishes you the very best in all your future endeavours. 
May God bless you and keep you safe.

(SEYIEKHOLIE) 
President

 NGRC1CU

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL HOME GUARDS & CIVIL DEFENCE

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NO.HG/ESST(a)-1/2016      Dated Kohima the  th Oct 2018

Relaxation in Educational Qualification:
HSSLC Passed for Backward Tribes for the post of Instructor Havildar.
Age limits 

Minimum -21 years, Maximum-35years
Note:
(a) Recruitment test consisting of Medical test, Physical test, written test and oral (for those passing 

physical & written test) will be conducted by a Recruitment Board with the representatives from 
Home & P& AR Department.

(b) The post reservation for all categories shall be as per the existing Government notification.
(c) Candidates should furnish recent passport photo/Xerox copies of educational 
 certificate/documents, self-attested along with the application:

1. Academic certificate.            5. Backward certificate
2. ndigenous certificate            6. Tribe certificate
3. Schedule Tribe Certificate.   7. Unemployment certificate
4. Birth certificate                      8. 4(four) recent passport photo

The application with required certificate/document should be submitted to Director General Home 
Guards & Civil Defence, Nagaland Kohima during office hours. Application will be summarily rejected if 
any of the above 
certificate/document is incomplete/tampered or forged. Serving Government employees applying for 
the post should submit NOC issued by concern HOD.
(d) Candidates shortlisted for various posts for viva-voce are required to produce original documents/

certificates.
(e) Application sent through Post/Email or any other Electronic means shall not be accepted.
(f) Application will be received from 05/10/18 to 20/10/18 during office hours.
(g) Application form can be downloaded from Director General Home Guards & Civil Defence  

www.hgcd.nagaland.gov.in during the office hours.
h)  No TA/DA shall be admissible to the candidates appearing for medical test, physical test, written test 

& oral test etc.
(i)  The venue of the recruitment test will be held at Central training Institute, Home Guards & Civil 

Defence, Toluvi, Dimapur. The date for the recruitment test be published in the local papers. No 
individual intimation for interviews would be sent.

Sl. No Name of post No. of  vacancy Educational qualification Scale of pay

1. Sub. Inspector 1(one) Bachelor’s Degree. 7th ROP 2017 Pay Matrix level-8

2. Instructor Havildar 1 (one) Bachelor’s Degree. 7th ROP 2017 Pay Matrix level-5

Sd/-
(I. TOSHITSUNGBA AIER), IPS 

Director GeneralIssued by DIPR

KG-2864

ADVERTISEMENT
Applications are hereby invited from eligible Male/Female candidates from Indigenous inhabitants 

of Nagaland belonging to any Naga Tribes including Kuki, Kachari and Garo Tribes for filling up the under 
mentioned post under Director General Home Guards & Civil Defence, Nagaland, Kohima in the manner 
prescribed below:-

NAME CHANGE
ANIL KUMAR PATNI 

AND ANIL KUMAR JAIN 
REFERS TO MY NAME 

OR ONE AND THE SAME 
PERSON ONLY.

REGISTRATION NO: 
277/18, DATE: 3.10.2018.

D-6066

NAME CHANGE
SUNIL KUMAR PATNI 

AND SUNIL KUMAR JAIN 
REFERS TO MY NAME 

OR ONE AND THE SAME 
PERSON ONLY.

REGISTRATION NO: 
276/18, DATE: 3.10.2018.

D-6068 

NAME CHANGE
KISHORE KUMAR PATNI 
AND KISHORE KUMAR 

JAIN REFERS TO MY 
NAME OR ONE AND THE 

SAME PERSON ONLY.
REGISTRATION NO: 

279/18, DATE: 3.10.2018.
D-6069

NAME CHANGE
PRAMOD KUMAR PATNI 
AND PROAMOD KUMAR 

JAIN REFERS TO MY 
NAME OR ONE AND THE 

SAME PERSON ONLY.
REGISTRATION NO: 

275/18, DATE: 3.10.2018.
D-6067

Corrigendum
The Public Notice which was publish on 
30th August 2018, Name Imkongnukba 
Longkumer Correction of 
Area 00B-00K-00Ls should be read as Area 
01B-00K-00Ls.

5
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, October 4, 2018

STATE / BUSINESS

Dimapur Bengali students clean 
NST bus stand and railway station 

Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): 
In commemoration of the 
150 birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi and as 
part of the Swaach Bharat 
Abhiyan, the Dimapur 
Bengali Students’ Union 
(DBSU) organised a mass 
social work at NST bus 
stand and railway station 
Dimapur on Oct. 2. 

Hundreds of young stu-
dents and senior members 
of the union participated 
with enthusiasm to clean 
the two important loca-
tions in the city. The DBSU 
president, Shubham Nath 
also showed great inter-
est to adopt the the Naga-
land State Transport (NST) 
bus stand  under Swaach 

Bharat Abhiyan Project in 
collaboration with DMC.

 Bengali Students Un-
ion is associated with 
Swaach Bharat Abhyian 
since it was launched in 
Dimapur under the lead-
ership of Geoffrey Yaden, 
district ambassador of the 
mission to keep City clean. 
Others who participated 

Members of Dimapur Bengali Students’ Union (DBSU) after cleaning the NST bus stand and railway station 
on Oct. 2. 

A nurse administering MR vaccine on a student at GMS Keletzei ward Peren on October 3.

Measles Rubella Vaccination Campaign launched across Nagaland 
Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): The mega 
Measles Rubella Vaccination Cam-
paign (MRVC) in the state was 
launched all over the state on Oct. 
3. The Directorate of Information 
and Publicity (DIPR) covered the 
programme extensively and was 
made available to the media hous-
es on Wed. Eastern Mirror pub-
lishes the campaign reports for the 
benefit of our esteemed readers. 
Wokha: MLA Dr. Chumben Murry 
formally launched the campaign 
at Don Bosco Hr. Sec. School, Wok-
ha.

Murry said the campaign is a 
renewed effort in bringing down 
measles and rubella and urged all 
to extend co-operation to make 
the campaign a success. Saying 
that the state is endeavouring to 
prevent the two diseases, Murry 
appealed all the parents to give 
effort so that not a single child is 
left out. He also congratulated 
the medical staff involved in the 
painstaking work and the efforts 
they have put in to make the cam-
paign a success.

Deputy Commissioner, Wokha, 
Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, IAS 
said that the aim of this campaign 
is to eliminate the two killer dis-
ease by 2020 and control rubella. 
He appealed to all the parents not 
to have any misconception regard-
ing the vaccine because it has no 
adverse effect.

The launching programme was 
chaired by Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Robin Lotha, dedication prayer 
was offered by Associate Pas-
tor WTBC Zurenthung Humtsoe 
while vote of thanks was proposed 
by Rev. Fr. T.T. Joseph Principal 
DBHSS.
Longleng: Deputy Commissioner 
John Tsulise Sangtam launched 
the programme at St. Joseph 
School, Longleng. 

 Addressing the gathering, the 
DC asserted that students may be 
unaware of the vaccination but it 
is the responsibility of the parents 
and the teachers to guide and give 
right information about the im-
portance of the vaccine to their 
children and students. 

Recalling his childhood days 
experiences on vaccination drive 
in the schools, Sangtam said his 
illiterate parents guided him back 
to the schools to avail the vaccine 
when he refused and ran away. 

He pointed out that today our 
parents are well informed and 
aware of the prevailing situations 
and therefore, must not mislead 

Oil prices dent rupee; 
falls below 73 per dollar
Mumbai, Oct. 3 (IANS): 
High crude oil prices and 
fears over a hike in key do-
mestic lending rates pulled 
the Indian rupee to a new 
record low of over 73 per 
US dollar on Wednesday.

The Indian rupee 
opened at a record low of 
73.25 per US dollar surpass-
ing the previous low of 72.98 
per dollar, which it had 
touched on September 18. 

It slipped further to 
-73.42-its lowest-ever mark 
-against the greenback at 
the Inter-Bank Foreign Ex-
change Market.

Around 11.35 a.m., the 
rupee recovered a bit to 
73.07 per US dollar mark.

“The rupee has made 

a new record low today on 
back of consistent rise in 
the crude oil prices. Sharp 
rise in the crude oil prices 
along with steep depre-
ciation in the rupee might 
push inflation higher in the 
coming months,” Rushabh 
Maru, Research Analyst at 
Anand Rathi Shares and 
Stock Brokers, told IANS.

“Sharp volatility in 
the domestic equities and 
steep FIIs outflows from 
equity and debt segments 
keeping sentiments bear-
ish for the rupee. The dollar 
index is hovering around 
multi-months high as the 
Federal Reserve continues 
to raise interest rates ag-
gressively.”

our children and endanger their 
future. Maintaining that good 
health is essential for better edu-
cation and healthy society, the DC 
appealed all to make Longleng 
cent percent MR vaccinated dis-
trict in the state.  He also informed 
that in case of any eventuality the 
medical professionals are well 
equipped and ready to ensure the 
safety of the children. He urged 
the parents to seek first the ad-
vice of the Doctors and avoid so-
cial media for any eventuality to 
prevent rumour and mislead our 
people. The DC also congratulated 
Dr. Imnameren and his team for 
their yeomen service in dissemi-
nating awareness on MR Vaccine 
covering every village, Churches, 
Schools, wards, etc for the last 
four months in the district. 

Dr.S. Imnameren Phom, DPO 
(RCH/UIP) Longleng in his key-
note address clarified on rumor 
spreading in social media and 
safety of MR Vaccine. He informed 
that MR Vaccine have been in use 
since 1969 in the private sector as 
MMR all over the world and now 
the Government plans to reach 
out all the  children with this cost-
ly vaccine free of cost through the 
MRVC. He asserted that the vac-
cine is not a new thing but only 
the programme itself is new and 
not to panic.  Dr. Imnameren also 
informed that a total of 12717 
beneficiaries have been targeted 
in Longleng district covering 111 

schools, 52 villages and 11 wards. 
Out of the total beneficiaries 9906 
are students and will be vaccinat-
ed in the schools, he added.

Mokokchung: Deputy Com-
missioner Mokokchung, Sachin 
Jaiswal, IAS launched the cam-
paign in the district at Children 
School, Mokokchung.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
DC said this campaign is for all 
the targeted age group in the so-
ciety to eliminate the effect of the 
disease. He congratulated all the 
line departments and workers 
who are in the campaign. He also 
called upon all the workers in the 
campaign to reach out to all the 
targeted groups and to make sure 
that no child is left out. This cam-
paign is not for individual alone 
but for the benefit of the society 
also, he said.

Earlier in the programme key-
note address was delivered by Dr. 
P. Medemmayang MS, IMDH & 
CMO in charge Mokokchung. 
Zunheboto: Deputy Commis-
sioner Zunheboto,Shanavas C. 
IAS while launching the campaign 
urged the public not to be misled 
by false propaganda about the 
campaign. He commended that 
all involved had worked hard for 
about two months for this cam-
paign and that Government of 
India has invested a lot for this 
campaign in India to eradicate 
measles and rubella. 

Saying that it is a month long 

campaign and urging all to give 
their full efforts, the DC asked the 
medical department to bring up 
any problem with the adminis-
tration in the right time as all the 
administrative officers are ever 
ready to help. He also requested 
the church to pray for success of 
the campaign and that the church 
leaders to educate the people 
about the campaign.

CMO Zunheboto, Dr. C.W. 
Tungoe, in his welcome address, 
said this vaccine will be given 
to children from 9 months to 15 
years of age and that the target for 
Zunheboto is 25,096 children. He 
added that this vaccination is safe 
and public should not be scared of 
the false propaganda that is being 
spread. The MRVC will be done in 
3 phases, 1st phase in schools, 2nd 
phase to outreach and 3rd phase 
to unreached: which will be done 
with special mobile units.
Peren: ADC Peren, Chubawati 
Chang formally launched the 
campaign at GMS Keletzai ward, 
Old Town Peren headquarter. 
The MR Campaign held at GHSS 
Jalukie Town was graced by the 
presence of ADC Peren, Dr. Tino-
jongshi Chang, Dr. Denis Hangs-
ing, CMO Peren and Dr. Albert, 
MO CHC Jalukie. On day one, 42 

schools were covered.
Bhandari: EAC, Bhandari Head 
Quarter, Sulanthung Khenjung 
launched the campaign at Gov-
ernment High School, Bhandari.

In his brief speech he called 
upon the community to analyse 
the health benefits of vaccinating 
all children from 9 months to 15 
years of age to lead a healthy life. 
Khenjung also encouraged them 
to avail the opportunity given by 
the government free of cost with-
out fear and doubts.

Later in the programme, chil-
dren were administered vaccina-
tion. Leading the Medical Team, 
Doctors of CHC Bhandari closely 
supervised the programme.
Tseminyu: Medical Officer Tsem-
inyu, Dr. Tinenlo launched the 
campaign program at Baptist 
Higher Secondary School in Tsem-
inyu Town.

Spot sensitisation for parents, 
teachers and students on MRVC 
was conducted before launching 
the campaign.

Dispelling rumours regarding 
the MR campaign in the state, two 
school students from BHSS Tsem-
inyu volunteered themselves to 
be vaccinated despite reluctance 
from their parents on the launch-
ing day.

Changtongya: School rally for 
campaign of all children from 9 
months to 15 years of age was 
held at Changtongya Town Police 
Point on the Oct. 1. The school 
rally was organised by department 
of school education Changtongya 
Town which was participated by 
all the government and private 
schools in the area.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. 
Wapang, MO Ayush, Community 
Health Centre Changtongya said 
that the rally is being held in order 
to spread the awareness and add-
ed that the disease is not curable 
but can prevented only through 
the MR vaccination. He further 
encouraged all the parents to take 
it seriously and avail the vaccina-
tion for the children and to make 
the area free from measles and ru-
bella diseases.

Short speech was also de-
livered by Satemmongla, SDEO 
Changtongya. She said the World 
Health Organisation and Govern-
ment of India are providing the 
measles and rubella vaccination 
to eliminate and make India free 
from the diseases by 2020. She 
also expressed her gratitude to 
all the students and teachers for 
making the school rally a grand 
success.

Dimapur DC launches MRVC at SD Jain School 
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Oct. 3: Tuning 
with the World Health Or-
ganisation’s target to elimi-
nate measles and rubella 
in 2030, Dimapur district 
launched Measles-Rubella 
Vaccination Campaign 
(MRVC) at SD Jain School 
in Dimapur on Oct. 3.  

It was after months of 
massive awareness cam-
paigns by the Department 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare; MRVC was finally 
launched on Wednesday, 
to make the state free from 
measles-rubella diseases.  

The deputy commis-
sioner of Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel launched the 
programme. He said that 
about five to six lakh chil-
dren died every year due 
to the diseases. Miscon-
ception with regard to MR 
vaccine has been surfacing 
via social media and other 

source of communication, 
but the truth is due to polio 
defects and MR vaccina-
tion must not be blamed 
for that, he said.

Addressing the SD Jain 
School students, Patel said 
that children can act as a 
branding factor of MRVC 
programme and appealed 
them to come forward for 
the vaccination. With four 
more weeks to go after the 
launching programme, he 
encouraged children to 
take vaccination and re-
quested them to educate 
their ignorant parents on 
the necessity of vaccines.

District programme 
officer (RCH-UIP) Dr. Re-
becca Y Sema, said that the 
vaccination is mandatory 

for nine months to below 
15 years old children. 

Chief Medical Of-
ficer Dr. K Vikato Kinimi 
said that MRVC aimed 
at reaching out to 1, 40, 
000 children in Dimapur 
district. Further, he said 
that measles diseases are 
one of the major causes 
of disability in children 
leading to paralysis and 

other diseases.
According to Ministry 

of Health and Family Wel-
fare, Government of India, 
measles alone kills nearly 
49, 000 children in India. 
While, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, India 
claimed that an estimated 
of 450 people, mostly chil-
dren die every day from 
measles.

and encouraged DBSU in 
the program  were Bend-
angtila member of Swaach 
Bharat Abhiyan Dimapur 
district, Bishnu Bhattach-
arjee and K K Paul advisor 
of DBSU, stated the union’s 
general secretary, Rajat 
Gosh in a press statement.  
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Protecting Good 
Samaritans

B
y introducing its well planned Good Samaritan 
Bill, Karnataka has taken a giant step forward 
in ensuring better road  safety.  The main 
objective behind   this legislation is to avoid 

harassment  from police or other sources for people 
who try to help accident victims.   

President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to 
the Bill and  observers  hope that in time all states will 
follow   Bengaluru’s lead.

As Karnataka authorities  have explained,  the fear  of  
endless  queries  from the police and  medical officials 
in different  states  discourages even the  gentlest of 
people from helping  those in  distress after a road 
accident.  ‘Let the police handle it, no trouble please’ 
seems to be the unwritten universal  code of behaviour 
among most Indians.  

Instead   of helping, people  are busier nowadays 
taking selfies at accident sites, chasing their 10 seconds 
of’ fame’ on social media. 

Hopefully, Karnataka’s move will help to restore 
social decencies once more. 

In all accidents, the critically important period is the 
first ‘golden’ hour, according to experts, when it comes 
to giving emergency medical help, no matter how 
primitive, whether it is conducting CPR or bandaging 
severed arteries to prevent blood spilling.

The Bill makes clear that anyone who provides or 
tries to give whatever medical assistance to injured 
people, will NOT be harassed by officialdom afterwards.  
The same goes for those who try to call in official help 
from the police, ambulance, the home guard, etc.   

In 2015, altogether 146133 people died across 
the county as result of 501423  road accidents. A year 
later the figures were, 150785 and 480652 respectively, 
indicating an increase in fatalities.  Clearly such 
accidents are a major killer in India.  Karnataka is 
among the top five states afflicted  by traffic and safety 
problems,  the situation in Bangalore itself worsening 
sharply in recent years.

Without talking about the prevailing scenario in 
the country, let us take the example of West Bengal. 
Bengal, accounts for the fourth highest number of road 
accidents, around 5000 cases annually.  Alarmingly, 
whereas the fatality percentage to all accidents is 
around 13% nationally, for Bengal   it is staggeringly 
high at around 52%, according to National Road Safety 
Council authorities.  Surely the Ministry of Transport in 
Bengal owes the public an explanation for its obvious 
failure to protect valuable lives.

So taking a cue from Karnataka, other states too 
should take similar measures to ensure road safety.

God enables us to stand for Him.

Teresa Prekerowa was just a teenager when the Nazis 
invaded her native Poland at the dawn of World War 
II. This was in the beginnings of the Holocaust when 

her Jewish neighbors began to disappear—arrested by 
the Nazis. So Teresa and other Polish countrymen risked 
their lives to rescue those neighbors from the Warsaw 
ghetto and the Nazi purge. Teresa would become one of 
the premier historians of the war and the Holocaust, but 
it was her courage to stand against the tide of evil that 
would list her with the Righteous Among the Nations at 
the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem.

Courage is needed to stand against evil. Paul told the 
church at Ephesus, “For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spir-
itual forces of evil” (Ephesians 6:12). Clearly this unseen 
opposition is more than any of us can face alone, so God 
has given us the necessary spiritual resources (the “full 
armor of God”) to enable us to “stand against the devil’s 
schemes” (v. 11).

What might that courageous stand involve? It may 
be working against injustice or intervening on behalf 
of someone you know who is vulnerable or victimized. 
Whatever form the conflict may take, we can have cour-
age—our God has already provided what we need to 
stand for Him and against evil.   

Dawn of Scientific Investigation to Justice System in Nagaland 

Towards Cleaner Nagaland

Anomalies in Selection of Graduate Teacher (Maths)

I 
was cogitating whether or not to make public the 
various discrepancy with regard to graduate teacher 
(maths & science) exam 2017-18, as per my findings 
on the basis of RTI disclosures No.ED/RTI-A/2014-15 

dated, Kohima the 24th Jan 2018 furnished to me by the 
Directorate of School Education, Kohima, Nagaland. I 
then decided to first approach the concerned department 
for clarification on the same, hoping that the department 
would immediately do the required necessary needful 
and do me justice as I had excelled over some other se-
lected candidates in all areas of competition (both exter-
nal exam and in academics) as per the first RTI disclosure 
so that I may not be blamed for going public and not ap-
proaching them first. I let them, make know the various 
anomalies in awarding of internal marks (based on aca-
demic records) that have been consciously and deliber-
ately inflated in favour of many selected candidates. They 
acknowledged the errors but gave an inane reason that it 
was human error. Had there been an error or two, I would 
have accepted and agreed as human error and let go. 
But here, the error was humongous and multitudinous 
that their pathetic excuse, “human error” does not hold 
any water as more than 70% of the selected candidate’s 
internal marks were found inflated as per the first RTI 
disclosure No.ED/RTI-A/2014-15 dated, Kohima the 24th 
Jan 2018, most of who otherwise could not have made it 
to the list of successful candidates. It is amusing that the 
Directorate of School Education would come up with a 
facetious and inane explanation that it was a human er-
ror when it is obvious as per first RTI disclosure that the 
department had consciously and deliberately inflated the 
internal marks of many selected candidates to get them 
selected. I use “consciously and deliberately” because as 
per first RTI disclosure;

1. Those selected candidates who scored low marks 
in external exam (Maths paper-I & II, conducted by the 
department) were awarded with inflated internal marks 
(academic) to help them get selected. 

2. As per Directorate of School Education Advertise-
ment No.NL/SE 1/2017,NO.RECRUITMENT -POLI-
CY/120/2017 Dated Kohima August 2017, 5% marks bo-
nus was to be awarded to candidates with “honours or 
higher qualifications like PG/M.Phil/Ph.D. The same was 
not awarded to me whereas the bonus marks was award-
ed to selected candidates with higher qualifications LIKE 
PG/M.Phil/Ph.D. The dept. refused to listen to my repeat-
ed plea to award me the 5% bonus marks as per the advt. 
(I being mathematics honours students with 59.50%). 
The reason being, they have decided to do away with 5% 
marks bonus for honours. So, the big question here is,

a) How could the department go against their own 
advt. and change the recruitment rules at the time of dec-
laration of result. 

The answer is simple; the department selected 29 en-
gineering students for graduate teacher (maths) as per 
RTI disclosure NO.ED/RTI-A/2014-15 Dated, Kohima the 
26th March 2018. These engineering candidates cannot 
be awarded 5% marks bonus and since some of these se-
lected engineering candidates will not make it to the list 
of successful candidates if 5% marks bonus is awarded to 

candidates with Honours, the department decided to do 
away with 5% marks bonus for honours. Now, this is not 
a “human or technical error” but a “clear, conscious and 
deliberate  error” to select the candidates by choice and 
not by merit.

The official complaint regarding the inflated internal 
marks was made on 08th of February 2018, the depart-
ment acknowledged the error and informed me that they 
will review the same at the earliest and will get back to me 
for clarification. 

Now faced with the situation to review and correct 
the inflated internal marks (academic) of the selected 
candidates some of who would not make it to the list 
of successful after the review, the Directorate of School 
Education took a comical decision to review the external 
exam (answer script) of the selected candidates where no 
complaint was made. I repeat, no complaint was made 
on External exam marks which seem OK. So, the question 
here is,

a) Why the Directorate of School Education decided 
to review the external marks of the selected candidates 
when no complaint was made on the external exam 
marks??

Any layman would understand that, with the manipu-
lation of internal marks in the knowledge of some of the 
aggrieved candidates, they now, had to award internal 
marks based on genuine academic records. And so, the 
review of external exam paper was done with the intent 
to balance and make up for the loss in internal marks 
(academic) by manipulating with the external exam mark, 
without which, many of the selected candidates would 
not have made it to the selected list. This was confirmed in 
the RTI DISCLOSURE NO.ED/RTI-B/2014-15 Dated, Ko-
hima the 5th of February 2018, where the external marks 
of many selected candidate’s were inflated in some case, 
an increase by over 50-60 marks. The mark of a particular 
candidate who scored only 149 (Maths paper I & II com-
bined) in external exam as per RTI disclosure No.ED/RTI-
A/2014-15 dated, Kohima the 24th Jan 2018 was inflated 
to 206, an increase of 57 marks as per RTI DISCLOSURE 
NO.ED/RTI-B/2014-15 Dated, Kohima the 5th of Febru-
ary 2018, and many more. When asked the reason for that, 
“technical error” was the excuse again. So, the question is;

a) School Education department, please explain the 
technical error, you explained that error was made while 
working on an excel worksheet, so, please explain that. 
Neither your excel worksheet/formulas are different from 
others nor the staffs of School Education department 
only knows how to use Excel. 

b) How do your excel worksheet or formulas explain 
the inflated external marks of the selected candidates 
when complaint was made only on the inflated internal 
marks.

c) Did your excel worksheet told you to review the 
external exam marks also while reviewing and correcting 
the inflated internal marks where complaint was made?

As per the verbal request made to the PIO (Addl. Di-
rector) and Director of School Education, I was allowed 
to check my answer script wherein in Maths Paper –II, 
Question No.18 which carries 9 marks, the question was, 

An iron spherical ball is melted and recast into smaller 
balls of equal size. If the radius of each of the smaller balls 
is ¼ of the original ball, how many such balls are made? 
Compare the surface area of all the smaller balls com-
bined together with that of the original ball.

In this Q, I got correct answer to first part of the ques-
tion and so, I should have been awarded 4.5 marks, but 
surprisingly, no mark was awarded to me for this ques-
tion and when requested to award me with the mark, 
they simply told that they cannot do anything as it was 
the invigilators fault. I was then again told to go and meet 
the Secretary, School education who told me that direc-
tion has been given to the Directorate to do the needful. 
I came back to the Directorate and told the same to the 
PIO who assured me to look into the matter but nothing 
was done.

Therefore, my question to the School Education De-
partment is;

1. Why was I denied 4.5 marks in Question No.18 of 
Maths Paper-II, when I have got the correct answer to the 
first part of the question.

2. Why was 5% mark bonus not awarded to me be-
cause as per your Advertisement No.NL/SE 1/2017,NO.
RECRUITMENT -POLICY/120/2017 Dated Kohima Au-
gust 2017, 5% marks bonus was to be awarded to candi-
dates with “honours or higher qualifications like PG/M.
Phil/Ph.D when it’s very clear “honours or higher qualifi-
cation...” and not honours with higher qualification.

This is very important to me because even after the 
review, inflated external marks, corrigendum and dec-
laration of result the second time for Graduate teacher 
(maths) and issue of appointment order by the depart-
ment, if the above mentioned discriminations are ad-
dressed, my overall percentage score would be 49.72% 
which is still higher than 49.66%, 49.49% and 49.38%; 
the last three general candidates (maths) selected ranked 
50th, 51st & 52nd after correction and final declaration 
of result the second time and  to whom the department 
had already issued Appointment Orders. My point here is, 
with or without technical error, either with the first or the 
second result, I deserve to be among the list of selected 
candidates by merit.

The apathy of the department has compelled me to 
file a writ petition in the court and the case is ongoing and 
whatever may be the outcome, I’ve done genuinely well 
and have a good academic record and so, if my grievances 
are not addressed, it’s just the beginning and not the end. 
I will fight on till I get justice. I also appeal to Minister in 
charge of School Education who stood election on the 
promise to stand against corruption, against injustice, 
against discrimination to his people to look into my this 
genuine issue as you may not be aware/may not be made 
aware of the details of this case given that all the above 
incidents happened before you took over. Lastly, it’s not 
a sympathy seeking article but my fight against injustice, 
against “what can he really do” attitude of the School Ed-
ucation department. I have raised some questions here. 
The department should clarify and come clean on it and 
let the people also be the judge.  

Rokato H. Zhimo

T
he inauguration of the new FSL building in Na-
galand and the central program, where every 
police station across the country would be 
equipped with special kits to probe rape cases 

has brought to light the significance of the “Forensic Sci-
entific Officer” in criminal investigations. A “Scientific 
Officer” is notably a person with an in-depth knowledge 
and expertise in a specific subject matter. With a poly-
math mind possessed, the investigator becomes adept 
and pertinent to the preliminary investigation and the 
theoretical proficiency is reliably applied to decipher 
complex cases. Thereby, maintaining standard operating 
procedures of the crime scene investigation and adopt-
ing an international protocol to present a legal evidence.

 The role of a “Forensic Scientific Officer” is still a nov-
el idea in the Criminal Justice System of Nagaland. The 
courts in Nagaland generally award verdicts without the 
forensic evidence by a Scientific Officer which is unethi-
cal in the prosecution process of the judicial system. Na-
galand has a well-established Forensic laboratory since 
1982, but the forensic reports are made and reported by 

trained Police Officers which ironically is not admissible 
in the court as an evidence.  Due to this reason particu-
larly, most of the forensic cases are transferred to forensic 
labs located in other cities such as Guwahati, Kolkata and 
Hyderabad. Such transfer of evidence results in contami-
nation, additional expenses on the exchequer and loss of 
crucial physical evidence. These factors ultimately lead 
to a cold case since validation of evidence becomes a 
challenge under such circumstances.

Our State has a pool of qualified individuals who 
have graduated from reputed forensic universities such 
the LNJN National Institute of Criminology and Foren-
sic Sciences which functions directly under the Ministry 
of Home Affairs and wherein Officers from all over the 
country, as well as other countries, participate in training 
the students through seminars, conferences and discus-
sions. A good number of members of the Naga Forensic 
Association are presently working as Scientific Assistant 
in Directorate of Forensic Science Mumbai, some are 
PhD scholars while many have completed their gradu-
ate or post-graduate studies. In the course of finding em-

ployment and broadening the horizons, few members 
have worked as Crime Reporters in the Times of India, 
attended International and National Conferences of 
Forensic Question Documents, Toxicology, cybercrime, 
DNA fingerprinting and many others. There are a whole 
lot of members who have taken training under differ-
ent Directorates of Forensic Science like Gujarat, Delhi, 
Chandigarh and other States across the country.

The bigger question here is, why should the State 
seek help from others when we have our very own well-
qualified Nagas waiting to do the job they are passionate 
about in their homeland?

We, therefore, believe and hope that the concerned 
Department takes this into consideration and under-
stand that there are eligible, skillful and dedicated job 
seekers, anticipating the speedy process of recruitment 
and produce experts to promote the concept of Quality 
Assurance and Quality control of Forensic Sciences.

PulenoKennao
President 

Naga Forensic Science Association.

I
t was way back in 2013, on my way back to Kohima, 
I encountered a young lady who was well dressed, 
beautiful, slim and decent with a fancy phone on 
her hand. After a while she boarded in the taxi took 

out a bottle of mineral water from her hand bag,drank 
the water and threw out the empty bottle on the roadside 
(There was an indigenous thrash bin made of bamboo 
nearby the taxi). Within a second the admiration and 
respect I had for her snapped away from my heart and 
mind because of her one ugly act.

It is common and normal for us to blow the nose and 
wipe it into our clothes, pick the nose and eat and offer 
food to others, use the toilet and come out without wash-
ing the hands, eat, drink and throw anywhere, keep our 
rooms and surroundings clean but mess our neighbors 
surroundings, roads, drainage, public transportation, 
hospitals, institutions and the list goes on. From urinat-
ing, defecating and spitting in every nooks and corners 
of the public and private places and to rub the lime on 
the walls anywhere and anytime while chewing the betel 
nut (Tamul/Tamol) is becoming a serious threat to our 
beautiful villages, towns and cities.

Specifically talking about ‘WE’ the Nagas, it’s been a 
few decades only coming out from wilderness of jungles 
and villages to the so called towns and cities, comparing 
with the advanced states and countries of the world but 
when it comes to dressing sense of Nagas whether in the 
villages and cities we might top the list in India although 
our state capital was listed as one of the second most 
‘UNLIVEABLE’ city in India. Just keeping our body clean 
is not enough to live a healthy life but our environment 
should be clean along with our body and a proper diet.

Today we are getting the brunt of price rise but we 
have added more by paying the Swachh Bharat cess of 
0.5 per cent which became effective from 15 Nov 2015, 
started by NDA govt. under the initiative of Shri. Naren-
draModi (PM) to make India a clean Nation, all because 
of our irresponsible behaviour and ill habits of making 
our nation a dumping ground. With all the initiative 
taken by the govt. to make India a clean nation we can 
still witnessed a slim differences only till now. Just like 
the old saying which says ‘old habits die hard’ we are still 
reluctant and ignorant about the importance of clean 
environment. All the right thinking responsible citizens 
of the society it is high time we wake up from the deep 

slumbers and do something to make our environment 
clean and safe, for us and for our future generation.

Let us understand that the task cannot be accom-
plished until and unless it starts within us instead of 
pointing our finger toward others and depending upon 
others to carry out the work for us, “we should act by do-
ing ourselves first”. Remember we cannot make our state 
clean by doing social work once or twice in a year. Our 
leaders cannot, by picking up the broom pretending to 
clean for publicity or some leaders cleaning for a day to 
mark an event. The children and students cannot by par-
ticipating only in some competitions on the theme clean 
environment. We cannot, by commenting on social me-
dia only. “But we can; only if we act and make cleaning a 
part of our life”.

I want to conclude my writing by appealing to all the 
schools and colleges to make cleaning a part and parcel 
of the curriculum by letting the students to clean their 
own classroom and school and college premises not as 
a punishment or the management unable to maintain a 
sweeper but to instill in our students a sense of responsi-
bility and dignity of work and labour and to keep our na-
tion clean. Irrespective of the social status of the students 
just like in Japan where cleaning by students is part of the 
curriculum. I have personally experience this method of 
cleaning by students when I was working at Lorna’s High 
School, Dimapur in the year 2014. The result was very ef-
fective as the school was always neat and tidy. And the 
same method I am applying in my school today.

Sincere appeal to the All Nagaland Taxi Association 
(ANTA), Dimapur District Auto Drivers Union (DDADU), 
Nagaland State Transport (NST) and private bus service 
provider to introduce a pouch thrash bin where pas-
senger can dump their thrash while travelling, just like 
in Gantok and other cities where passengers are not al-
lowed to throw thrash from moving vehicles but can 
dumb in the pouch inside the vehicle.

The municipal authorities, head of various colonies 
and villages of different districts to make mandatory to 
keep and use a big trash/waste bin enough to hold for 
3 days by every household and commercial establish-
ment just like in other cities and to dismantle and stop 
the present system of piling up waste in a concrete wall 
dustbin in the middle of the cities. The writer person-
ally appreciate the commendable works executed by 

the present head and staffs of municipalities but sorry to 
mention that the two small dustbin provided at the cost 
of Rs.40 per piece in the year 2017 (Dimapur) was not 
satisfactory as the need of the hour is not about dealing 
with dust but with enormous thrash and waste. The con-
cerned department should make mandatory to all the 
shopping malls and complexes to have lavatory for the 
customers. More pay and use toilet must be introduced 
as this is one major factor compelling the people to def-
ecate openly as nature call does not come by knocking 
at the door.

Every department both Govt. and private, hospitals, 
institutions, etc., to penalized those people rubbing lime 
on the wall and on their respective properties. All those 
people who liter by throwing eatables covers like bis-
cuit, chips, sweet, bubble gum, empty juice and water 
container or bottles, etc., to make use of their pocket or 
to hold on till one find a proper thrash bin. Remember 
a drop of water makes an ocean so also a small piece of 
thrash makes a mountain of waste.

To all the different students bodies and unions to vol-
untarily come out and start a campaign by spotting those 
people who liter and to sensitize them by shaking their 
hands and thanking them for littering the environment 
with a friendly smile and gestures and by picking and 
putting in the right thrash bin which ultimately will teach 
them a very embarrassing but good lesson. In this virtual 
world the social media will play a great role in spreading 
the news of action initiated by the young youths of the 
state against the people polluting the environment. I am 
sure the people will think twice to throw thrash in the 
town and cities after hearing the news of what the stu-
dents are doing in the society. Although it will take time 
but the result will be positive.

I appeal to all the youths to stop commenting on 
the social media only but to come out and join hands 
to make our state one of the most livable state in India. 
There is nothing we need to depend on our parents who 
are mostly aged now but being a responsible and edu-
cated people lets us give up the ill traits inherited by us 
and inculcate into our life a good civic sense and clean 
our environment for a better tomorrow.

“People should not litter, nor let others litter” –  
Narendra Modi(PM of India)

Toshi Jamir, Nagarjan

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
Courageous Stand

BIBLE READ:  EPHESIANS 6:10–18   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against 

the powers of this dark world. 
~   Ephesians 6:12



The map shows the dryland regions of India, which comprise 69 percent. 
Source: National Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning, Bangalore.  

Map extracted from Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You could feel like 
a rat in a maze today, Aries. Walls and long, 
narrow corridors take you around corners 
and through doorways, yet there’s no indica-

tion that you’re going in the right direction. Instead of 
wandering aimlessly, stop and ask for help. You might 
not have noticed that if you look up, there are knowl-
edgeable beings there who are willing to give you ad-
vice based on their lofty perspective.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Don’t get so 
stuck in your ways today that you insist on 
having the one true answer without really 
considering the options. You must be aware 

of a lot before you commit yourself one way or another. 
The people around you are apt to get annoyed with 
your narrow-mindedness, for this is how you will be 
viewed unless you stop and take a considered look at 
the whole picture.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Quietly step into 
the background if things aren’t going the way 
you’d like, Gemini. Don’t try to stick your nose 

into someone else’s business, even if you think you 
know the right way to proceed. People probably have 
strong opinions, and they won’t be swayed in any di-
rection. The best you can do is take care of yourself. 
You will probably find that this means you shouldn’t be 
seen or heard.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may have 
gotten yourself tangled up in a deep mental 
drama over a series of recent incidents, Can-
cer. Your mind may be working overtime in 

order to solve the riddles. It’s quite possible that the re-
ality of the situation is that you’re simply making a big 
deal over nothing. Today is one of those days in which 
you will face the harsh reality that comes as a conse-
quence of your over-the-top thinking.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may feel as if 
your smile is unwelcome today, Leo. It may 
seem to you like there’s some sort of gloom 
and doom to people’s attitudes that makes 

them unwilling to accept any sort of good news. 
Don’t let this stop you from maintaining your own 
cheerful state. It’s important that you not probe too 
deeply into the reasons behind other people’s be-
havior now.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Keep careful track 
of things today, Virgo, for you will find that the 
smallest detail will make the biggest differ-
ence. Don’t hesitate to go with your hunches 

when something simply doesn’t sound right. Stay fo-
cused and try not to get caught off guard when emo-
tional issues come out of nowhere and disturb your 
thoughts. Trust yourself regardless of what’s going on 
around you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may feel 
as if your hands are tied today and you’re 
faced with absolutely no options, Libra. 
Don’t despair over a situation that seems 

insurmountable. Think of yourself as a terrific ma-
gician who can burst out of the strongest chains. 
You have tricks up your sleeve that can help you 
escape just about any situation in which you find 
yourself.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is a good 
time to take a stand on an issue that you may 
have been vacillating about lately, Scorpio. 
People will lose confidence in you if you can’t 

seem to make up your mind. What they don’t realize is 
that you’ve been working overtime to process all the in-
formation. Now it’s time to express orally what you’ve 
discovered mentally.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
is one of those days in which you will be 
bursting at the seams to share big news 
with your friends, Sagittarius. Perhaps 

you just received an important package or piece of 
information and you can’t wait to spread the news. 
Be careful about who might be lurking around, 
however, because there could be others listening 
in. They may not necessarily be acting in your best 
interests.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your re-
luctance to speak could get you in trouble 
today, Capricorn. You may hesitate to share 
what you know for fear of what others might 

think. You should realize that you’re using this as an ex-
cuse to hide what’s really just selfishness. Share your 
knowledge with others and you will be amazed at the 
knowledge that comes back to you in return. Keep in 
mind that you may need to wait for it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There may be 
a great tension between you and someone 
older today, Aquarius. Perhaps there’s some-
one who’s adopting a sort of “parent knows 

best” personality that’s starting to annoy you. Take a 
breather. Realize that this person isn’t being critical 
or judgmental but just giving you advice. You should 
open your eyes and understand that this advice could 
be very useful.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): There’s apt to 
be a comfortable feeling about today that 
should make you feel quite secure and 
nurtured, Pisces. Perhaps you’re feeling 

protected by a strong force, maybe an internal one, 
that’s reminding you that as long as you stay within 
the lines, everything will be fine. There’s a familiarity 
to things that will make it easy for you to navigate any 
rough waters.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Neha Jain | IANS

Why Land Degradation in India Has 
Increased and How to Deal With It

An Overview of Gandhian Philosophy on Education

Basic Animal 
Rights

L
and degradation can exacerbate 
climate change and threaten agri-
cultural productivity, water qual-
ity, biodiversity, sustainable de-

velopment, and the living conditions of 
humans and wildlife, among other effects. 
Globally, a third of our land is degraded, 
affecting three billion people, and it is ex-
pected to worsen with rising demand for 
food.

As a signatory to the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD), India is committed to reducing 
its land degradation and desertification. 
In fact, India’s goal is to achieve land deg-
radation neutral status by 2030 whereby 
increases in land degradation would be 
offset by gains in land reclamation.

To address this issue, ISRO’s Space 
Applications Centre in Ahmedabad had 
released the results of a project in 2016 in 
the form of an Atlas mapping the extent 
of land degradation and desertification 
across the country, including the process-
es involved, the severity, and the changes 
in degradation. Not only does this Atlas 
facilitate India’s reporting to the UNCCD, 
it also highlights vulnerable areas for miti-
gation to policy makers, managers, plan-
ners, and researchers.

The report-cum-atlas showed that 
during 2011-2013, the most recent time 
period to be quantified, 29.3 per cent of 
the country was undergoing land degra-
dation. Compared with 2003-2005, the 
country experienced a 0.57-per cent in-
crease in land degradation and more land 
has been degraded than reclaimed. A few 
states were afflicted with more than 50 
percent of their area under desertifica-
tion. The increase in degradation com-
pared with 2003-2005, was high for Delhi, 
Himachal Pradesh, a

Better regulation of land and stepping 
up watershed management initiatives will 
help combat the rising trend of degrada-
tion, experts say.
What is land degradation/desertification 
and what are the costs?
Land degradation is driven by both by 
changes in climate or human activities. 
S. Dharumarajan, a scientist at the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research-National 
Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Plan-
ning in Bengaluru, who was involved in 
the project, pointed out. “Overexploita-
tion of natural resources is the main rea-
son for increasing land degradation in In-
dia,” he said.

The cost of land degradation can be 

substantial for India where agriculture is 
a large contributor to the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product. As a result, lost pro-
ductivity can weigh heavily on the econ-
omy. A study by Delhi-based The Energy 
and Resources Institute (TERI) estimated 
that the economic losses from land degra-
dation and change of land use in 2014-15 
stood at 2.54 percent of India’s GDP or Rs 
3,177.39 billion (Rs 317,739 crore or US$ 
46.9 billion) for that year. Land degrada-
tion alone accounted for 82 percent of 
those costs.
Increase in degradation/desertification 
India-wide
The top processes leading to degrada-
tion/desertification in the country in 

both time periods were water erosion 
(10.98 per cent in 2011-2013) followed 
by vegetation degradation (8.91 per cent) 
and wind erosion (5.55 per cent). Over-
all, the areas affected by vegetation and 
water erosion increased by 1.02 mha and 
0.49 mha respectively in 2011-2013, while 
there was a slight drop in the total area 
degraded due to wind erosion and salin-
ity, indicating improvement.

The area under desertification (dry-
land areas) was 82.64 mha in 2011-2013, 
which rose by 1.16 mha from 2003-2005. 
While wind erosion was the main process 
leading to desertification in the arid re-
gions, vegetation degradation and water 
erosion dominated in the semi-arid and 
dry sub-humid regions.

Reclaiming degraded lands

So what needs to be done to reclaim 
degraded lands?
According to V Ratna Reddy, Director of 
Livelihoods and Natural Resource Man-
agement Institute (LNRMI) who was the 
author of a 2003 article on land degrada-
tion in India.Reddy, to combat soil loss by 
water erosion, which is the largest proc-
ess leading to land degradation in India, 
and to restore degraded lands, there is a 
need to initiate watershed interventions 
immediately. Watershed management 
initiatives include afforestation and other 
programmes aimed at conserving soil and 
water.

“Watershed management has been 
dropped from the priority of natural re-
source management (NRM) initiatives 
over the past five years at the national and 
state levels,” Reddy noted.

According to Dharumarajan, reducing 
the severity of degradation/desertification 
can be achieved by establishing a “proper 
land use policy, protection of prime agri-
cultural lands and regular monitoring of 
highly vulnerable areas.”

The period of time required to reclaim 
degraded lands can be lengthy. “If resto-
ration work is scientifically initiated and 
properly executed, it will take approxi-
mately 25-30 years for a visible restora-
tion. But in some areas such as housing 
colonies may not be possible to restore 
within such time limits,” said Milap Shar-
ma, a professor at the Centre for the Study 
of Regional Development at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi, who was 
part of the project. 
What’s next?
“This Atlas was prepared using visual im-
age interpretation that may vary from eye 
to eye,” said Sharma. “Therefore, there is 
some inconsistency in mapping and iden-
tification in terms of intensity.”

Also, Dharumarajan points out that 
the Atlas “only helps for state-level plan-
ning.” To prepare a degradation combat-
ing plan at the district or village-level, he 
says, we need to map land degradation at 
a finer scale.

Around 78 vulnerable districts were se-
lected for detailed mapping at a scale of 1: 
50,000, which Dharumarajan says is bet-
ter for preparing combating plans aimed 
at afforestation and conserving soil and 
water. These districts have already been 
mapped. Semiautomatic techniques were 
used for mapping the districts, said Shar-
ma. In the next step, such high-resolution 
mapping and analysis would be carried 
out for all districts in India, he added.

“ By education I mean an all-round 
drawing out of the best in the child and 

man-   body, mind and spirit”
-M.K.Gandhi

I
n 20th century Gandhi emerged as a 
most prominent personality. He had 
an extra mile outlook on education and 
life. In all the arenas of a human life 

Gandhi diverged with a vision of human-
ity and spirituality. For more than 5 decades 
he continuously wrote and stood firmly for 
the Holistic values of education. Unlike an 
armchair thinker Gandhi put great theories 
in to practice and even developed his own 
firm convictions about education.Gandhian 
educational values were purely based on the 
supreme value of “Truth”. In all walks of his 
life truth occupied a prominent role and he 
had given paramountsignificance to it. For 
Gandhi, truth is the supreme principle along 
with numerous other principles.

On 2nd October  the entire world is cele-
brated Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th Birth anni-
versary. Real celebration would be achieved 
only by implementing the Gandhian values 
in our day to day life. Education remains 

instrumental in this execution and transfor-
mation of the society. 

Gandhi was a great believer of ancient 
Indian education system. He himself was 
proud about the way he had received edu-
cation in his childhood. He also believed in 
the ancient principle of education “Sa Vi-
dyaYaVimktaye” or education is that which 
liberates. So, for his educational philosophy 
Self-Realization remained the corner stone 
principle. Later, he had built up his other 
philosophical ideas like freedom from hun-
ger, fear, exploitation, slavery, Sarvodaya, 
Swaraj,   along with it. His education was an 
endeavour for life long process. It also in-
cluded the nationalistic goals. He ardently 
believed and recommended education is 
for the body, mind, life and soul. (Sam Dan-
iel,2013)

Gandhi devoted his entire life to stand 
and speak for truth and lived his life in ac-
cordance with truth.  According to him truth 
was not a philosophical speculation un-
dertaken in the abstract way.A close nexus 
between his principle of truth and quality 
of education transforming lives remained a 
key in the study of various educational theo-

ries over the years. One tangible and unde-
niable Truth is that modern education has 
increased social discrimination instead of 
eradicating it. 

Gandhi always opted for alternative 
educational program which was very much 
people oriented and rejected those develop-
ments that dehumanize and degrade peo-
ple’s lives such as biased industrialization. 
According to him education not only shapes 
generation, but replicates a society’s essen-
tial assumptions about itself and the individ-
uals which construct it.  For this he innovat-
ed and developed a system for the complete 
reformation which is unique in nature and 
at the same time for the wellbeing of the en-
tire humanity, which is called ‘Sarvodaya’ 
meaning comprehensive progress. His views 
declared that there is no teacher better than 
parents. 

Gandhi’s thorough research, introduced 
the ideas of education through produc-
tive work that is vocational education. He 
strongly believed that education cannot 
remain aloof from the powerful social and 
economic forces which are changing the so-
cial economic pattern of our society. Hence, 

he designed an education for all round de-
velopment even in the field of science and 
technology for improving the economic life 
of people and therein eradicating poverty 
from the country. 

Gandhi’s development in education em-
phasized and focused on spiritual and moral 
development and character formation. 
He felt that when children are engaged in 
handy-crafts they enjoy the process of learn-
ingand a sense of creativity is developed in 
them. The thirst for knowledge should not 
be based only by mere bookish knowledge. 
It should also include vocational training to 
develop skills in children for employment.  
So, he designed craft education in schools 
where students can earn from their craft 
products which would help them to be-
come self -sufficient and thereby enhance 
the social-economic conditions of life. Apart 
from craft education importance in the field 
of technical education and training for vari-
ous occupations was given due significance 
which would facilitate in self-discovery and 
self- discipline of an individual. 

Gandhi was greatly influenced by the 
American pragmatic school of education. 

John Dewey, the most outstanding expo-
nent of pragmatic education in America 
developed a system of education based ex-
clusively on the value of life experiences, 
experiments and activity centered teaching. 
Based on these principles he correspond-
ingly developed his concept in educational 
philosophy.

Gandhi intended an individual be pro-
vided with opportunities to know his in-
trinsic value of action. Right from the com-
mencement of education, an individual be 
assisted to undertake introspection, reason-
ing and analysis of his own action. It is to be 
emphasized that every minute of man’s life 
is to be utilized in a productive manner so 
his value as an individual is augmented and 
proliferates in the society he lives in. 

Thus, the goal of Gandhian education 
covers a wide spectrum of values that relates 
to the total development of both individual 
and society.

Fr. Dr. Shibu Varghese is the Principal 
of MGM College, Dimapur and Vicar 

of St.Gregorious Orthodox Church, 
Midland, Dimapur.  He can be reached at 

frpsvarghese@gmail.com

T
oday is World Animals Day 04th 
October; let us spread some aware-
ness about Animal Basic Rights. 
Animal are asset of our society. 

They have feeling and emotion like human 
being; therefore it is the responsibility of 
every human being to love, care and pro-
tect our animal and prevent cruelty, abuses  
by beating/hitting and forced animal to 
struggle and work. There are various ways 
to take care of our animals such as adop-
tion of stray homeless animals by provid-
ing shelter and food, by treating the injured 
/ sick/ disease animals with our love, care 
and compassion and alleviating their suf-
fering.

 Animals have as much of right to live 
as we human being do and we owe them 
much for our works, food, eggs and home 
companions. The least we can do for our 
animals are to provide them with their ba-
sic rights.
Some of the basic rights of  
animals are as follows:

1. Animals should be housed in a safe 
building with fire safety equipment 
and an evacuation plan.

2. The animal house should be away 
from sound, dust and air pollution.

3. The house should have adequate ven-
tilation, light and clean portable water.

4. Sufficient floor space with the freedom 
for movement without overcrowding, 
obstruction, injury or fear.

5. Any injured sick/disease pets/do-
mestic animals should get immediate 
treatment to alleviate their suffering.

6. Adequate well balance diet to be pro-
vided.

7. Timely vaccination and deworming 
and regular check-up of animals.

8. Transporting pet/domestic animals 
should be accompanied with health 
record certificate.

9. Temperature and weather condition 
are to taken into consideration for 
pet/animals to move from one place 
to another either by road/train/flights.

10. It is the bounded duty of all pet owners 
to groom, train, exercise, helps the pet 
to socialize and to provide timely basis 
health facilities.

Rights of animals should be propagated 
not only to the pet/ livestock owner but also 
to the general public by educating people 
through radio talk, press media, seminar/
workshop in school and colleges etc. we 
should all stand together and work for the 
welfare of all pet/animals that lack voice.

Dr. Elizabeth Yhome
Veterinary Surgeon

Veterinary Hospital, Kohima
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In this May 23, 2018 file picture Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati is seen with the top Congress 
leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi during the swearing-in ceremony of JD(S)-Congress coalition 
government in Bengaluru. Mayawati Wednesday said her party would contest the upcoming Assembly 
elections in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan alone. 

Mayawati deals blow to Congress 
in MP, Rajasthan; rules out alliance 

PTI

PMK to hold protest against 
fuel price hike in TN
Chennai, Oct 3. (PTI): Pattali Makkal Katchi Wednes-
day said it would a hold protest demonstration on 
October 5 across Tamil Nadu to condemn the unprec-
edented hike in fuel prices. PMK’s founder leader Dr S 
Ramadoss will preside over the protest at Tindivanam 
and party president GK Mani will lead the stir here, a 
party release said. “People should be apprised about 
the impact of the hike in petrol and diesel prices and 
they too should be exhorted to take part in the protest,” 
a party release said. The price of petrol today in Tamil 
Nadu is Rs 87.18 and diesel Rs 79.58 (per litre).

3 Maoists killed, 1 held in 
Chhattisgarh
Sukma, Oct. 3. (IANS):  In a clash between police and 
Maoists in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district early on 
Wednesday, three left wing extremists were gunned 
down and one was arrested. Four rifles and a pistol 
were also recovered from the site, police said.
Superintendent of Police (Sukma) Abhishek Meena 
said: “A police party was out on patrol. As they reached 
Muler forests adjoining Dantewada-Sukma district 
border -- some 10 km from here -- they were am-
bushed by Maoists.”
The gun-battle continued for at least an hour, leading 
to killing of three Maoists. The police personnel also 
nabbed one of the three injured extremists, while the 
two other managed to flee, Meena said.
Two of the killed have been identified as militia com-
mander and militia deputy commander of the militant 
outfit.

Modi, Tharoor, Raghuram Rajan 
shortlisted for book award
Mumbai, Oct. 3 (IANS):  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Congress parliamentarian Shashi Tharoor and 
former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Ra-
ghuram Rajan have been shortlisted in the popular cat-
egory for the 16th edition of the Raymond Crossword 
Book awards. Modi’s name features in the Children’s 
Books category for “Exam Warriors”, Tharoor’s in Non-
fiction category for “Why I Am A Hindu”, and Rajan’s 
in Business and Management category for “I Do What 
I Do”.  Several other well-known writers, including 
Arundhati Roy, Ruskin Bond, Amish Tripathi, Devdutt 
Pattanaik and Ravi Subramanian are also in the run-
ning in different categories. Sudha Murthy is leading 
the nominations for three different titles.

Sabarimala: Kerala, temple 
board not to file review petition
Thiruvananthapuram, Oct. 3 (IANS): The Kerala gov-
ernment will not file a review petition on the Supreme 
Court order allowing women of all ages to enter the 
Sabarimala temple, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
said on Wednesday. “None can stop women into the 
Sabarimala temple, as the apex court has ordered to 
keep the temple open for all women. The state gov-
ernment will not file a review petition. Instead, we will 
implement the order,” said Vijayan. The Travancore 
Devasom Board (TDB), the custodian of the Sabari-
mala temple, at its special meeting here on Wednesday, 
also decided to accept the top court’s September 28 
verdict. “We decided not to go in for an appeal against 
the verdict. We will do our best to make all arrange-
ments to ensure smooth pilgrimage for all this season,” 
TDB President A. Padmakumar told media.

Farmers end protest but will 
resume if demands not met
New Delhi, Oct. 3 (IANS): The standoff between the 
agitating farmers and police at the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh 
border ended last night after the protesters reached 
an agreement with the government and they were 
allowed to march to the Kisan Ghat, the memorial of 
farmer leader and former Prime Minister Chaudhary 
Charan Singh.
The Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU), which spearheaded 
the 10-day “Kisan Kranti Yatra” from Haridwar to Delhi, 
said it has managed to convey its demands to the gov-
ernment and the agitation would be resumed if the 
demands are not accepted. 
BKU leader Rakesh Tikait told IANS that the objective 
of the march was to make the government aware of 
the problems being faced by the farmers which has 
been achieved.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Putin arrives in India today
New Delhi, Oct. 3 (PTI): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will arrive here 
Thursday on a two-day vis-
it during which India and 
Russia are likely to sign a 
deal to procure S-400 air 
defence systems and delib-
erate on key regional and 
global issues, including US 
sanctions on import of Ira-
nian crude oil.

Putin, along with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
will hold the 19th India-
Russia annual bilateral 
summit during which the 
two leaders are expected 
to review bilateral defence 
cooperation in the wake of 
the US sanctions against 
Russian defence majors.

The focus during the 
visit will be on the S-400 
Triumf air defence missile 
systems agreement with 
a top Kremlin aide saying 
Tuesday that Russian Pres-
ident Putin will oversee the 
signing of the “USD 5 bil-
lion deal”.

“The key feature of this 
visit will be the signing of 
the agreement to deliver 
S-400 air defence systems,” 
Putin’s top foreign policy 
aide Yury Ushakov was 
quoted in media reports 
as saying in Moscow. “The 

value of the contract will 
be more than USD 5 bil-
lion,” he said.

The purchase will vio-
late sanctions under the 
Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanc-
tions Act (CAATSA) insti-
tuted by the US Congress 
on arms purchases from 
Russia, but American law-
makers have allowed the 
possibility of a presidential 
waiver.

There have been indi-
cations by New Delhi that 
it will go ahead with the 
deal notwithstanding the 
US sanctions.

“India has maintained 
its sovereignty as regards 
to its relationship with 
countries. We shall main-
tain it in all earnestness,” 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman told PTI re-
cently when asked wheth-
er the US sanctions will hit 
India’s defence ties with 
Russia.

India wants to procure 
the long-range missile 
systems to tighten its air 
defence mechanism, par-
ticularly along the nearly 
4,000-km-long Sino-India 
border.

S-400 is known as Rus-
sia’s most advanced long-

range surface-to-air mis-
sile defence system. China 
was the first foreign buyer 
to seal a government-to-
government deal with 
Russia in 2014 to procure 
the lethal missile system 
and Moscow has already 
started delivery of an un-
disclosed number of the 
S-400 missile systems to 
Beijing.

The S-400 is an upgrad-
ed version of the S-300 sys-
tems. The missile system, 
manufactured by Almaz-
Antey, has been in service 
in Russia since 2007.

Russia has been one 
of India’s key suppliers of 
arms and ammunition.

Sources had earlier said 
Modi and Putin would also 
deliberate on impact of 
US sanctions on import of 
crude oil from Iran.

The Russian presi-
dent will arrive here on 
Thursday and will meet 
Prime Minister Modi in the 
evening. Modi and Putin 
will hold the India-Russia 
summit on Friday after 
which agreements will be 
exchanged and the two 
leaders will make press 
statements, according to 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA). 

For first time, India to deport 7 
Rohingyas to Myanmar today
New Delhi, Oct. 3 (PTI): For the first 
time, India will deport seven Rohingya 
immigrants, who have been staying in 
Assam illegally, to their home country 
Myanmar on Thursday, officials said.

The immigrants were under de-
tention in Cachar Central Jail in As-
sam’s Silchar district since 2012, when 
they were detained by police.

They will be handed over to Myan-
mar authorities at Moreh border post 
in Manipur Thursday, a Home Minis-
try official said.

Consular access had been given to 
Myanmar diplomats, who confirmed 
the identity of the immigrants, the of-
ficial said.

Another official said the confirma-
tion of the Myanmarese citizenship 
of the illegal immigrants came after 
the government of the neighbouring 
country verified their addresses in Ra-
khine State.

This is for the first time Rohingya 
immigrants would be sent back to 
Myanmar from India.

In Guwahati, Assam Additional 
Director General of Police (Border) 
Bhaskarjyoti Mahanta said deporta-
tion of foreign nationals have been 
going on for sometime and earlier in 
the year “we have deported several 

Bangladeshi, Myanmarese and Paki-
stani nationals”.

The seven immigrants were ap-
prehended on July 29, 2012, for violat-
ing the Foreigners Act.

Those to be deported are Md 
Jamal, Mohbul Khan, Jamal Hussain, 
Md Yonus, Sabir Ahmed, Rahim Ud-
din and Md Salam and are in the age 
bracket of 26-32 years, a Cachar dis-
trict official said.

The Indian government had in-
formed Parliament last year that over 
14,000 Rohingya people, registered 
with the UN refugee agency UNHCR, 
stay in India.

However, aid agencies estimate 
there are about 40,000 Rohingya peo-
ple in the country.

Hundreds of thousands of Ro-
hingya Muslims, described by the UN 
as the most persecuted minority in 
the world, fled their homes last year 
to escape an alleged crackdown by the 
Myanmarese military.

Human rights group Amnesty In-
ternational has blamed Myanmar’s 
State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi 
and the country’s government for 
“burying their heads in the sand over 
the horrors unfolding in Rakhine 
State”.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi poses for photos as United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres (2nd R) 
looks on, after Modi received UN’s highest environmental honour ‘Champions of The Earth’ award at a special 
ceremony, in New Delhi, Wednesday, Oct. 3.

A patient is shifted to a safer place after fire broke out in a building of Calcutta Medical College and Hospital, in Kolkata, 
Wednesday, Oct. 3.

Modi receives UN Champions 
of the Earth award

Fire at Calcutta Medical 
College, 250 patients evacuated

Rafale will be 
game-changer 
—Air chief 

New Delhi, Oct. 3 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was on Wednesday 
conferred the ‘Champions 
of the Earth’ award by UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres at a special cere-

mony in the Pravasi Bharati-
ya Kendra here.

Modi and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
were named for the ‘Cham-
pions of the Earth’ award by 
the UN Environment pro-

gramme (UNEP) under the 
Policy Leadership category.

The award announced 
on September 26, on the 
sidelines of 73rd UN Gener-
al Assembly session in New 
York.

Kolkata, Oct. 3 (IANS): A fire 
broke out at the Calcutta 
Medical College and Hospital 
here on Wednesday morn-
ing, which was brought un-
der control after five hours 
even as authorities evacu-
ated around 250 patients and 
claimed there were no casual-
ties.

Panic gripped patients and 
their relatives alike as chaos 
prevailed due to the blaze that 
broke out at a medical store at 
the state-run hospital. 

Some of the critically ill 
had to be carried out by hospi-
tal staff as enough number of 
stretchers were not available. 
Authorities said 250 patients 
were evacuated. 

“I am a heart patient. I 
panicked on hearing of the 
fire,” a patient said.

“The moment I heard 
about the fire, we rushed out. 
But I have no idea when I will 
be able to take the patient in-
side as the doctors are unable 
to say anything,” a relative of 

another patient added.
A man claimed that his fa-

ther, admitted for treatment of 
a respiratory problem, died af-
ter his condition deteriorated 
after inhaling smoke, though 
hospital authorities said no 
death occurred due to the 
blaze.

West Bengal Minister 
Sovan Chatterjee said all pa-
tients in the affected building 
were shifted to other wards 
as the fire, though controlled, 
continued to burn.

New Delhi, Oct. 3 (PTI): Amid the rag-
ing row over the Rafale fighter jet, Indian 
Air Force chief Air Chief Marshal B S Dh-
anoa Wednesday said the deal was a “good 
package” and the aircraft will be a “game-
changer” for the subcontinent.

Dassault Aviation selected the offset 
partner and the government and Indian 
Air Force had no role in it, he told reporters.

“Rafale is a good aircraft. It will be 
game-changer when it comes to the sub-
continent,” he said at a press conference.

“We have got a good package, got a lot 
of advantages in Rafale deal,” the air chief 
said.

The opposition led by the Congress 
has been accusing the government of ben-
efitting Anil Ambani’s Reliance Defence 
Ltd from the Rafale deal. The BJP has dis-
missed all the allegations as false.

The Rafale controversy took a new turn 
last month after Francois Hollande, who 
was French president when the Rs 58,000 
crore deal was announced, was quoted as 
saying by French publication Mediapart 
that France was given “no choice” on selec-
tion of the Indian partner for Dassault. The 
Indian government proposed the name of 
Reliance as offset partner for the French 
aerospace giant, he said.

Modi had announced the procurement 
of 36 Rafale fighters after holding talks with 
Hollande on April 10, 2015, in Paris.

New Delhi, Oct. 3 (IANS): 
In yet another blow to 
the Congress, BSP chief 
Mayawati on Wednes-
day ruled out any alli-
ance with the party in the 
coming Assembly polls in 
Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh, a decision that 
could also impact the op-
position’s plan for a grand 
alliance against the BJP in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

“The Congress is two 
steps ahead of the BJP in 
attempts to finish the BSP 
politically. In the interest 
of the BSP movement, it 
has been decided that the 
party would not ally with 
the Congress in Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan at 
any cost,” she told a press 
conference.

The BSP chief ’s an-
nouncement comes near-
ly a fortnight after her 
statement ruling out an 
alliance with the Congress 
in Chhattisgarh where she 
tied up with former chief 
minister Ajit Jogi’s party 
Janata Congress for the 
Assembly elections due 
next month. 

Significantly, at the 
s w e a r i n g  i n  o f  Ka r-
nataka  Chief  Minis-
ter H.D.Kumaraswamy 
in May, Mayawati was 
present along with na-
tional leaders including 
UPA chairperson Sonia 

Gandhi and Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi 
that lent credence to the 
theory that a grand alli-
ance was possible against 
the BJP in the next Lok 
Sabha elections. 

Asked whether the 
BSP would align with the 
Congress in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls, Mayawati 
said, “I have said every-
thing about this.”

Reading from a pre-
pared statement, Maya-
wati said that the Con-
gress attitude was not 
to defeat the BJP but to 

weaken opposition par-
ties which is unfortunate. 
“The Congress had adopt-
ed similar tactics in the 
past and was continuing it 
now. Even now it was not 
trying to change itself.”

Interest ingly,  she 
praised Rahul Gandhi 
and Sonia Gandhi but 
attacked Digvijaya Singh, 
senior Congress leader 
from Madhya Pradesh 
saying he was an “RSS 
agent” and was “sabotag-
ing” the BSP-Congress 
alliance. She also did not 
refer to any other Con-

gress leaders of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

“I feel that Sonia Gan-
dhi and Rahul Gandhi’s 
intentions for Congress-
BSP alliance are honest. 
However some Congress 
leaders are sabotaging 
this,” she said. 

Mayawati said Digvi-
jaya Singh, who is an 
agent of the BJP, has been 
giving statements that she 
has a lot of pressure from 
the Centre and so she did 
not want an alliance with 
the Congress. “This is 
baseless,” she said.

“Congress leaders like 
Digvijaya Singh do not 
wish for a Congress-BSP 
alliance. They are afraid 
of agencies like ED, CBI.” 

Referring to seat-shar-
ing negotiations with the 
Congress, Mayawati said 
in Madhya Pradesh the 
Congress offered only 15 
to 20 of the 230 seats to 
the BSP and five of the 90 
seats in Chhattisgarh.

She said had the Con-
gress not adopted an “ad-
amant” attitude it could 
have got the benefit of an 
alliance with the BSP, only 
whose votes are entirely 
transferable. In such alli-
ances, the BSP suffers the 
most than benefiting, she 
added. 

“The BSP is a party of 
all communities including 
dalits, adivasis, backward, 
downtrodden, farmers, 
labourers and Muslims 
and other minorities. We 
are not going to bow at 
any cost before either BJP 
or Congress. It will not be 
the puppet in the hands of 
anyone. We still have the 
capacity to bounce back,” 
she said.

Mayawati said fear-
ing the BJP, the Congress 
was not giving tickets to 
Muslims candidates but 
the BSP does not do it. 
She gave the example of 
Faizabad where the party 

fielded a Muslim candi-
date.

“Congress is not learn-
ing lessons from its mis-
takes and this is the rea-
son why BJP is in power 
at the Centre and in many 
states. The Congress is un-
der an illusion and feeling 
arrogant that it will defeat 
the BJP on its own. But it 
does not realise that still 
the people are against 
Congress’ policies.

Mayawati said in a di-
rect fight with the Con-
gress, the BJP wins easily. 
“Even then the Congress 
does not place the non-
BJP parties ahead and is 
not ready to make allianc-
es with opposition parties 
to take on BJP,” she said.

She accused the BJP of 
doing politics of casteism 
and communalism. 

“There is tension in 
the society. Violence is 
happening. A situation 
of anarchy is prevailing. 
Despite this the Congress 
is not ready to change 
itself. The BSP has always 
backed Congress to keep 
BJP out of power and has 
suffered on account of it. 
Instead of being thanked 
for it, the BSP has been 
backstabbed by the Con-
gress, which has been 
hatching conspiracies to 
weaken the non-BJP par-
ties.”

Foreign Affairs

PTI

PTI



Washington, Oct. 3 (AFP): 
The United States on 
Wednesday called an in-
ternational court ruling 
against its Iran sanctions a 
defeat for Tehran as it ter-
minated a 1955 treaty on 
which the case was based.

The Inter national 
Criminal Court ordered 
the United States to lift 
sanctions on medicine, 
food and civilian airplane 
spare parts, just as Presi-
dent Donald Trump tries 
to squeeze Iran’s economy.

But Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo noted that 
the UN court did not rule 
more broadly against US 
sanctions and he insisted 
that the United States al-
ready exempted humani-
tarian goods from the 
sanctions.

“The court’s ruling to-
day was a defeat for Iran. It 
rightly rejected all of Iran’s 
baseless requests,” Pom-
peo told reporters.

Accusing Iran of “abus-
ing the ICJ for political 
and propaganda purpos-
es,” Pompeo announced 
that the United States was 
ending a friendship trea-
ty signed when Iran was 
ruled by the pro-US shah.

“This is a decision, 
frankly, that is 39 years 
overdue,” Pompeo said, 
referring to the time since 
the 1979 Islamic revolu-
tion transformed Iran from 

one of the closest allies to a 
determined foe.

“Given Iran’s history of 
terrorism, ballistic missile 
activity and other malign 
behaviors, Iran’s claims un-
der the treaty are absurd,” 
he said.

The Treaty of Amity 
with Iran, signed in 1955 
and ratified by the US Sen-
ate a year later, lays out 
practicalities for unfettered 
economic relations and 

consular rights between 
the two countries.

The US withdrawal will 
have limited direct effect, 
with the two countries not 
even having diplomatic 
relations.

But Iran has repeatedly 
cited the treaty to press 
claims from the United 
States, including when the 
US Navy shot down an Iran 
Air civilian plane in 1988, 
killing 290 people.

Ankara, Oct. 3 (IANS): Three Turk-
ish journalists accused of being 
involved in the failed 2016 coup 
were sentenced to life imprison-
ment on Wednesday by a regional 
court in Istanbul.

The well-known journalists 
-- Ahmet Altan, Mehmet Altan 
and Nazli Ilicak -- were found 
guilty of attempting to destroy 
constitutional order in Turkey by 

mobilising people for the coup 
which took place on July 15-16, 
2016.

Ilhan Cihaner, a former pros-
ecutor and ex-member of Parlia-
ment for the opposition Republi-
can People’s Party (CHP), said that 
the court of appeal sentence was 
not final and that the case would 
be taken to the Turkish constitu-
tional court, Efe news reported.

The journalists were accused 
of rallying the viewers of a televi-
sion programme they appeared 
on, on the eve of the failed re-
volt, and of encouraging them 
to get ready for the coup as well 
as threatening Turkish President 
Recep Tayip Erdogan.

Ahmet Altan is a well known 
novelist and journalist, while his 
brother Mehmet is a journalist 

and renowned economist. 
Over 200 international intel-

lectuals, including Noam Chom-
sky, Costas Gavras and Orhan Pa-
muk, signed a petition demanding 
that the brothers be set free. 

Nazli Ilicak is a high-profile TV 
journalist and a fierce supporter of 
Fethullah Gulen, an exiled cleric 
accused by Ankara of leading the 
failed revolt. 

Kuala Lumpur, Oct. 3 (PTI/AP): 
The wife of former Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib Razak was 
arrested Wednesday by the anti-
graft agency and is expected to be 
charged in a scandal involving the 
1MDB state investment fund, a 
government official said. 

The official, who declined to be 
named due to the sensitivity of the 
matter, said Rosmah Mansor was 
arrested after she was questioned 
by the agency for a third time over 
alleged theft and money launder-
ing at the fund.

Rosmah’s lawyer, K. Kuma-
raendran, confirmed her arrest but 
declined to give details. The agency 
was expected to issue a statement 
soon.

Wearing a bright green tradi-
tional dress, Rosmah smiled at 
reporters but didn’t speak as she 
arrived at the agency’s building. 
She was first summoned by the 
agency on June 5 and again on 
Sept. 26, when she was questioned 
for nearly 13 hours. Local media 
have reported that she could face 
up to 20 charges, mostly related to 
money laundering.

Former Prime Minister Najib 
has pleaded not guilty to multiple 

counts of money laundering, cor-
ruption, abuse of power and crimi-
nal breach of trust in the scandal 
and is to face trial next year.

Earlier Wednesday, Najib was 
questioned by the police commer-
cial crime office over the 1MDB 
scandal. He dodged reporters wait-
ing for him outside the building.

Rosmah, 66, is widely reviled 
for her opulent lifestyle and pen-

chant for expensive jewelry and 
designer Birkin bags that led to her 
being compared with former Phil-
ippine first lady Imelda Marcos and 
her extravagant collection of shoes.

Police found hundreds of lux-
ury handbags, jewelry and cash 
worth more than 266 million dur-
ing raids on apartments linked 
to the family shortly after Najib’s 
shocking electoral defeat in May. 

Seized were 567 handbags, 423 
watches and 12,000 pieces of jewel-
ry, including 1,400 necklaces, 2,200 
rings, 2,800 pairs of earrings and 14 
tiaras. Najib has said the items were 
mostly gifts to his family.

In a biography in 2013, Rosmah 
said it was common for a prime 
minister’s wife to receive expen-
sive jewelry and gifts. She also said 
she had earned millions of ringgit 
from her own music album, which 
wasn’t released to the public but 
was bought by government min-
isters who were fans of her singing 
talent.

Najib set up the 1MDB fund 
when he took power in 2009, but it 
accumulated billions in debts and 
is being investigated in the U.S. and 
several other countries. U.S. inves-
tigators say Najib’s associates stole 
and laundered 4.5 billion from the 
fund from 2009 to 2014, some of 
which landed in Najib’s bank ac-
count. They say 27.3 million was 
used to buy a rare diamond neck-
lace for Rosmah. New Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir Mohamad reopened 
investigations into 1MDB that were 
suppressed under Najib’s rule. He 
has also banned the couple from 
leaving the country. 

Wani, Oct. 3 (PTI/AFP): 
The death toll in Indone-
sia’s twin quake-tsuna-
mi disaster passed 1,400 
Wednesday, with time run-
ning out to rescue survi-
vors and the UN warning 
of “vast” unmet needs. 

Na t i o n a l  d i s a s t e r 
agency spokesman Sutopo 
Purwo Nugroho said the 
number of dead had risen 
to 1,407 across four areas 
around the ravaged sea-
side city of Palu, and 519 
bodies had been already 
buried.

Authorities set a tenta-
tive deadline of Friday to 
find anyone still trapped 
under rubble, at which 
point -- a week after this 
devastating double disas-
ter -- the chances of find-
ing survivors will dwindle 
to almost zero.

Government rescue 
workers are focusing on 
half a dozen key sites 
around the city -- the Ho-
tel Roa-Roa where up to 
60 people are still believed 
buried, a shopping mall, a 
restaurant and the Balaroa 

area where the sheer force 
of the quake turned the 
earth temporarily to mush.

At least 150 people are 
unaccounted for beneath 
the rubble, officials said.

According to the UN’s 

humanitarian office al-
most 200,000 people need 
urgent help, among them 
tens of thousands of chil-
dren, with an estimated 
66,000 homes destroyed or 
damaged by the 7.5-mag-

nitude quake and the tsu-
nami it spawned.

Despite the Indonesian 
government urging foreign 
rescue teams to “stand 
down” because the crisis 
was in hand, residents in 

hard-hit, remote villag-
es like Wani in Donggala 
province say little help has 
arrived and hope is fading.

“Twelve people in 
this area haven’t yet been 
found,” Mohammad Tha-
hir Talib told AFP.

In Geneva, the United 
Nations expressed frustra-
tion at the slow pace of the 
response.

“There are still large 
areas of what might be 
the worst-affected areas 
that haven’t been prop-
erly reached, but the teams 
are pushing, they are do-
ing what they can,” Jens 
Laerke, from the UN’s hu-
manitarian office, told re-
porters late Tuesday.

The World Health Or-
ganization has estimated 
that across Donggala, 
some 310,000 people have 
been affected by the dis-
aster.

Survivors are battling 
thirst and hunger, with 
food and clean water in 
short supply, and local 
hospitals are overwhelmed 
by the number of injured.

Stockholm, Oct. 3 (IANS): 
Frances Arnold of California In-
stitute of Technology in the US 
on Wednesday became only the 
fifth woman in history to win 
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
when the Royal Swedish Acad-
emy of Sciences announced 
the award that recognised two 
other scientists for their works 
on proteins.

While Arnold has won one 
half of the 9 million Swedish 
krona (Rs 7.3 crore) award, the 
other half would be shared by 
George Smith of University of 
Missouri in the US and Gregory 
Winter of the MRC Laboratory 
of Molecular Biology in Britain. 

Before Arnold, only four 

women -- Ada Yonath in 2009, 
Dorothy Crowfoot Hodgkin in 
1964, Irene Joliot-Curie in 1935 
and Marie Curie in 1911 -- won 
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

“This year’s Nobel Laure-
ates in Chemistry have been 
inspired by the power of evolu-
tion and used the same prin-
ciples -- genetic change and 
selection -- to develop proteins 
that solve mankind’s chemical 
problems,” the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences said in a 
statement. 

In 1993, Arnold conducted 
the first directed evolution of 
enzymes, which are proteins 
that catalyse chemical reac-
tions. Since then, she has re-

fined the methods that are now 
routinely used to develop new 
catalysts. 

The uses of Arnold’s en-
zymes include more environ-
mentally friendly manufactur-
ing of chemical substances, 
such as pharmaceuticals, and 
the production of renewable 
fuels for a greener transport 
sector. 

The other half of this year’s 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry would 
be shared by Smith and Winter.

In 1985, Smith developed 
an elegant method known as 
phage display, where a bacte-
riophage -- a virus that infects 
bacteria -- can be used to evolve 
new proteins. 

Dhaka, Oct. 3 (PTI/AFP): Bang-
ladesh on Wednesday abol-
ished a controversial quota 
system for civil service jobs that 
had been the target of major 
street protests that paralysed 
parts of the country earlier this 
year. 

The cabinet announced 
the end of the decades-long 
policy that reserved more than 
half of all government jobs for 
the offspring of veterans from 
Bangladesh’s war of independ-

ence and disadvantaged ethnic 
minorities.

Cabinet secretary Moham-
mad Shafiul Alam said quotas 
set aside for top-tier public 
service positions would be 
scrapped entirely, but some 
reservations for lower-level po-
sitions would remain.

Recruitment for the most 
sought-after jobs would be de-
termined by examination only, 
he said, adding a government 
decree to that effect would be 

issued later in the week.
The contentious quota 

scheme was the subject of 
enormous rallies in April that 
brought Bangladesh, a Muslim-
majority democracy of 160 
million, to a standstill and saw 
more than 100 injured.

Tens of thousands of stu-
dents demanded reforms of 
rules granting almost one-third 
of highly sought-after govern-
ment jobs to the descendants of 
veterans of the 1971 war.

Ottawa, Oct. 3 (IANS): Canada has formally stripped My-
anmar’s civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi of her honorary 
Canadian citizenship over her inaction on military vio-
lence against the countrys Rohingya Muslims.

Canadian Senators on Tuesday unanimously passed 
a measure revoking her citizenship and declaring the 
treatment of Rohingyas by Myanmar’s government to be a 
genocide. The same actions were unanimously approved 
last week by the House of Commons, CBC News reported.

The honour was bestowed on Suu Kyi in 2007 for her 
pro-democracy campaign in Myanmar, where she spent 
15 years under house arrest under the former military gov-
ernment. She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991. 

Now, she has become the first person to have her hon-
orary Canadian citizenship revoked.

The votes were prompted in part by a UN investigation 
that in August called for six top generals in Myanmar to be 
tried on charges of genocide and crimes against humanity. 
It also found that Suu Kyi had failed in her duty to protect 
her own citizens. More than 700,000 Rohingya Muslims 
have fled to neighbouring Bangladesh since August 2017, 
when Myanmar’s Buddhist-majority security forces began 
a violent campaign in Rakhine state that included execu-
tions, gang rape and the burning of hundreds of villages. 
About 10,000 people have been killed, the UN said.

Instead, civilian authorities spread false narratives, 
allowed hate speech to flourish and blocked independent 
investigations, the report said.

Omidvar also cited the imprisonment of two Reuters 
journalists who were reporting on the atrocities. Suu Kyi 
has defended the judge’s verdict and sentence in that case.

London, Oct. 3 (PTI): British 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
on Wednesday turned to pop 
group ABBA’s hit ‘Dancing 
Queen’ to deliver an upbeat 
Brexit message at the close of 
the Conservative Party confer-
ence in Birmingham.

After an awkward dance ep-
isode during her visit to Kenya 
in August had made the wrong 
kind of headlines, May decided 
to dance up to the podium to 
the beats of one of the Swedish 
band’s most enduring songs 
in an attempt to set a lighter 
tone to her much-anticipated 
speech. 

The Conservative party 
chief called for unity to deliver a 
Brexit that was in the “national 
interest”, amid deepening divi-
sions within the ruling party 
over the UK’s exit strategy from 
the European Union (EU).

“We have had disagree-
ments in this party about Brit-
ain’s membership of the EU for 
a long time. So, it is no surprise 
that we have had a range of 
different views expressed this 
week. But my job as Prime 
Minister is to do what I believe 
to be in the national interest,” 
she said.

Dismissing calls for a so-
called “people’s vote”, the Brit-
ish PM said any second refer-
endum over the issue of Brexit 
would be a “politicians’ vote” 
as the people had already given 
their verdict in the 2016 refer-
endum.

“Those of us who do respect 

the result, whichever side of the 
question we stood on two years 
ago, need to come together 
now. If we don’t, if we all go off 
in different directions in pursuit 
of our own visions of the perfect 
Brexit, we risk ending up with 
no Brexit at all,” she said.

Making light of 
her speech troubles 
at last year’s confer-
ence, when a cough-
ing fit had cast a 
shadow over all her 
major policy an-
nouncements, May 
sought to deliver a 
message of confi-
dence amid ongo-
ing speculation over 
her ability to lead the 
Conservative Party in 
the face of a brewing 
Brexit rebellion.

“Leadership is 
doing what you be-
lieve to be right and 
having the courage 
and determination to 
see it through. That is 
the approach I have 
taken on Brexit,” she 
said.

On the domestic 
front, the British PM 
set an agenda that 
moved away from 
austerity and cuts to 
public services and 
announced new bor-
rowing powers for lo-
cal councils to build 
more homes. Other 
promises included 

a “step change” in how cancer 
is diagnosed with a strategy 
aimed at increasing early detec-
tion rates, plus another freeze 
on fuel duty.

The Tory party conference 
has been dominated by Brexit, 
with former foreign secretary 

Boris Johnson launching a fresh 
attack against the Prime Min-
ister’s so-called Chequers plan 
for post-Brexit trade with the 
EU, named after the British 
PM’s country residence where 
it was agreed in July. 

In a fiery speech at the con-
ference on Tuesday, the former 
Cabinet minister who had re-
signed over May’s Brexit strat-
egy said “Chequers is a cheat,” 
which would escalate the sense 
of mistrust people have about 
politicians. 

“If we get it wrong if we bot-
tle Brexit now believe me, the 
people of this country will find 
it hard to forgive,” said Johnson, 
seen a lead contender vying to 
replace Theresa May as PM.

Just before May’s own 
speech on Wednesday, Con-
servative party MP James Dud-
dridge, a key Johnson ally, an-
nounced that he had submitted 
a letter to the party’s backbench 
1922 Committee calling for a 
party leadership contest.

An undeterred May called 
on her colleagues to work to-
wards making the Conserva-
tives a party “not for the few, 
not even for the many but for 
everyone who is willing to work 
hard and do their best”.

May also launched stinging 
attacks on the Opposition La-
bour Party, which she dubbed 
the “Jeremy Corbyn party”, 
as she issued a strong call for 
Conservative unity on the final 
day of her party’s conference in 
Birmingham.
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Secretary of State Mike Pompeo briefs reporters at the State Depart-
ment in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018.  

AP/PTI

People scavenge for food inside an abandoned warehouse in an earthquake and tsunami-affected area in 
Palu, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia Indonesia, Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018. 

US calls ruling a defeat 
for Iran, ends treaty

Turkish court sentences 3 journalists to life imprisonment

Wife of former Malaysian leader arrested in graft scandal

Time running out for survivors as Indonesia toll tops 1,400

Nobel Prize in Chemistry won by three 
scientists for their works on proteins

Bangladesh scraps unpopular 
quota scheme for government jobs

Canada revokes Suu 
Kyi’s honorary citizenship

May sways to ‘Dancing Queen’ to deliver upbeat Brexit message

AP/PTI

Rosmah Mansor, center, wife of Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak, arrives at the 
Anti-Corruption Agency for questioning in Putrajaya, Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Conservative Party 
Leader and Prime 
Minister Theresa 
May dances as she 
arrives on stage to 
address delegates 
during a speech at 
the Conservative 
Party Conference 
at the ICC, in 
Birmingham, 
England, Wed., 
Oct. 3 , 2018. 

Indonesia’s Mount 
Soputan erupts on 
tsunami-hit island
Jakarta, Oct. 3 (PTI/
AFP): Indonesia’s Mount 
Soputan volcano on the 
quake-and tsunami-hit 
island of Sulawesi erupt-
ed Wednesday, spewing 
volcanic ash 4,000 metres 
into the air.

The state disaster 
agency warned people to 
stay at least four kilome-
tres (two and a half miles) 
away but said there was 
no need to evacuate for 
the time being.

Images showed an 
eruption visible for miles 
around, with a cloud of 
ash climbing in a large 
vertical column with a 
mushroom-shaped top.

Soputan is around 
1,000 kilometres from the 
town of Palu where a 7.5 
magnitude earthquake 
triggered a tsunami that 
lashed the coastline kill-
ing almost 1,400 people.
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Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm: Sui Dhaaga (Hindi)

6 pm: Johnny English Strikes Again (Eng)

T
he Beatles created 
an unsustainable 
boy-band image of 
themselves, said 
the producer of the 

upcoming expanded edition 
of their White Album. Giles 
Martin, son of the band’s late 
original producer George Mar-
tin, said it was no surprise that 
they quickly reached a point 
where they could no longer 
inhabit these self-caricatures.

“[T]here was that view in 
‘65 and ‘66, and the Beatles 
were aware of that, that no 
one really saw that they were 
this pop band that had taken 
over the world, and they’d 
deliberately become this pow-
erhouse, these four guys,” 
Martin told Billboard in a new 
interview. “They’d created 
these characters for them-
selves that they couldn’t live up 
to. The Help! movie is that; we 
all live in a house and we’re all 
from Liverpool!”

Asked if their mop-top 
image reflected reality, Martin 
replied: “The world lost that, 
because the Beatles weren’t 
that. They weren’t even that 
when they were being that. 
There’s a famous shot where 
the Beatles are waving and 
they were in their suits, you 
see that shot? That’s them tak-
ing the piss out of being a boy 
band. And these stories about 
John [Lennon] in Hamburg, a 
guy chatting up [Lennon’s first 
wife] Cynthia and he kicked 
him in the face. They weren’t 
exactly an easygoing band. 
They created this caricature 
they couldn’t live up to. And 
when it was successful for 

them, they knew they had to 
reject it. They knew that wasn’t 
them. They had to stop being 
this four-headed monster and 
start growing up.”

He said the White Album 
proved that’s what they’d gone 
on to do. Describing the song 
selection process as “people 
around a campfire,” 
he add-
e d , 
“ b u t 
t h e y 
d i d n’t 
record 
t h e 
s o n g s 
despite 
e a c h 
o t h e r . 
T h a t ’ s 
w h a t 
p e o p l e 
t h i n k . 
‘ Yo u  g o 
and record y o u r 
song, then I’m going to record 
my song!’ It didn’t work like 
that. … You don’t do 107 takes 
on someone else’s song if you 
don’t like the song. If anything, 
on the outtakes, you hear John 
saying, ‘It’s getting better, but 
it’s not getting easier or more 
fun.’ Then George [Harrison] 
says, ‘It’s getting better and 
more fun!’ I don’t get the sense 
that people think, ‘Yes, they 
were recording their own 
songs, but they had the others 
with them, doing it.’”

He recognized there had 
been some genuine tensions 
during the sessions, but said 
that the majority of those were 
normal issues experienced by 
any band, and exaggerated in 

the press simply because they 
concerned the Beatles. He said 
that while Ringo Starr had quit 
the band briefly, it only served 
to demonstrate how much 
they needed each other. “[T]
hey realized they weren’t 
the Beatles. 

There were 
four of them, and then he 

was gone. And when he came 
back, they filled the studio 
with flowers.”

Martin said that, despite 
the stories written around the 
recording of the White Album, 
it was the songs themselves 
that made the LP so memora-
ble. “My dad was never a fan of 
it because he had such a tough 
time making it,” he said. “I 
think what surprised me is that 
it’s only a band-driven album. 
The band were in control of 
their own destiny. It’s not as 
fragmented as people write 
about, like the four members 
of the band went off to record 
their own stuff in different 
rooms. It just isn’t that. … It 
just doesn’t feel like that.”

Ultimateclassicrock

G
eoff Em-
erick, the 
B e a t l e s ’ 
chief  re-
c o r d i n g 

engineer who worked 
on some of the bands 
most seminal al-
bums, is 
dead. 

H e 
was 72.

H e  s u f -
fered a heart 
attack, reports 
variety.com.

H i s  m a n -
ager William Za-
baleta said in a state-
ment: “Today at around 
2’o’clock, I was making my way 
back from Arizona to Los Angeles to 
pick up Geoff, so we could transport 
some gold records and platinum 
plaques to our show in Tucson. While 
on the phone, he had complications 
and dropped the phone. 

“I called 911, but by the time they 
got there, it was too late. Geoff suf-
fered from heart problems for a long 
time and had a pacemaker... When 
it’s your time it’s your time. We lost a 
legend and a best friend to me and a 
mentor.”

Emerick began working as an as-
sistant engineer at Abbey Road at just 

15 years old and just a few months in, 
was face-to-face with John Lennon, 
Paul McCartney, George Harrison 
and Ringo Starr in the London studio. 

He apprenticed and later worked 
on such early Beatles’ recordings 
as “Love Me Do”, “I Want To Hold 
Your Hand”, “She Loves You” and “A 

Hard Day’s Night”. Later 
becoming the band’s 

chief engineer, he 
helmed “Revolver”, 

“Sgt.  Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts 
C l u b  B a n d”, 
“ T h e  W h i t e 
A l b u m”  a n d 
“Abbey Road” 
as well as the 

dual-sided sin-
gle “Penny Lane”, 

“Strawberry Fields 
Forever.” 

Other than George 
Martin, Emerick was the 

behind-the-scenes brains that 
helped shape the Beatles sound. 
When John Lennon asked Emerick to 
make him sound like “the Dalai Lama 
singing on a mountain” for “Tomor-
row Never Knows”.

Emerick was a Grammy Award 
winner for his work on “Sgt. Pep-
per’s” and “Abbey Road” as well as 
Paul McCartney and Wings’ “Band 
on the Run”.

Denny Laine, who was a member 
of Paul McCartney and Wings, tweet-
ed upon hearing the news: “Geoff was 
a brilliant engineer and a fine man.”

IANS

C
hinese ac-
t re s s  Fa n 
Bingbing, 
who starred 
i n  t h e  X -

Men and Iron Man film 
franchises, has been 
fined hundreds of mil-
lions of yuan for tax 
evasion and other of-
fences, authorities said 
on Wednesday.

The Chinese au-
thorities have ordered 
Bingbing and the companies she 
controls to pay around $129 mil-
lion in taxes, fines and penalties, 
the BBC reported.

It comes nearly three months 
after the star disappeared from 
the public eye. The actress, who 
is one of the China’s highest paid 
actors, would escape criminal 
charges if the fines were paid 
on time, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The 37-year-old actress had 
been linked to a government 
probe into celebrity earnings 
reported in their contracts.

Some film stars were al-
leged to have used so-called 

“yin-yang contracts” - a practice 
where one contract sets out an 
actor’s real earnings, and another 
details a lower figure, with the lat-
ter submitted to the tax authori-
ties, the BBC said.

Bingbing’s agent has been 
detained by the police. Her studio 
had previously said the star never 
signed “yin-yang” contracts.

She sparked concern among 
her millions of fans when she 
disappeared from public view 
in June. Social media was awash 
with speculation over her where-
abouts and whether she had 
been detained.

IANS

U
2 frontman Bono says 
he “nearly ceased to 
be” in a life-threaten-
ing experience, but 
said he wouldn’t di-

vulge details of what had happened 
to him.

Speaking in a new interview with 
the Sunday Times, he referred to his 
2015 cycling accident as a “brush 
with mortality” but said there had 
been another incident too. “It was 
pretty serious,” he said (via NME). 
“I’m all right now, but I very nearly 

wasn’t. I’ve had a lot of warnings. A 
fair few punches over the last years.”

Bono said “there were some seri-
ous whispers in the ear that maybe 
I should have taken notice of. The 
Edge says I look at my body as an 
inconvenience, and I do. I really love 
being alive and I’m quote good at 
being alive, meaning I like to get 
the best out of any day.”

The singer noted that the in-
cident marked the “first time 
I put my shoulder to the door 
and it didn’t open.” “I feel God 
whispered to me, ‘Next time, 
try knocking at the door, or just 
try the handle. Don’t use your 
shoulder because you’ll break 

it,’” he explained.
In the liner notes to U2’s most 

recent album, Songs of Experience, 
Bono said a “major moment” had 
inspired some of his lyrics. “I was on 
the receiving end of a shock to the 
system,” he noted. “A shock that left 
me clinging on to my own life. It was 
an arresting experience. I won’t dwell 
in it or on it. I don’t want to name it.”

Last month, U2 were forced to 
abandon a concert in Germany after 
Bono suffered a “complete loss of 
voice,” thought to be the result of 
smoking being allowed in the venue. 
He later confirmed he’d suffered no 
long-term effects and thanked the 
audience for singing along to cover 
him while he struggled.

Ultimateclassicrock

“Hey Livina, 
If infinity had a value, 
your beauty would be 
defined. In a world of 
greed, you are enough 
for all of us, as a child, 
friend or sibling. Con-
tinue to be a blessing to 
all of us as you always do. 
Do make a wish and we 
will pray for it to come 
true. Happy birthday.”

T
sali Stm, a musi-
cian from Naga-
land released his 
first official mu-
sic video “LOL” 

in YouTube on Oct. 3. 
An update issued on 

Oct. 3 stated that his song 
‘LOL’ is said to be a cute 
love song that talks about a 
girl, whose snores remind 
him of his grandpa’s 80’s 
scooter. 

The artist has dedicat-
ed his debut to all the SNIC 
campers 2015 NCC cadets.

One can download 
‘LOL’ for free at indihut.
com

EMN

B
ollywood ac-
tress and global 
Unicef Good-
will Ambassa-
dor for Child 

Rights Priyanka Chopra 
has welcomed Unicef Ex-
ecutive Director Henrietta 
H. Fore on her maiden trip 
in India.

“As part of Unicef ’s 
continued global efforts 
to make the world a better 
place for children, Unicef 
Executive Director Henri-
etta Fore is visiting India 
for the first time. Welcome 
Unicef Chief, so glad to 
have you here and I hope 
your visit is a good and 
productive one,” Priyanka 
tweeted on Wednesday. 

Priyanka has worked 
with Unicef since 2006 
and was appointed as the 
national and global Unicef 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
Child Rights in 2010 and 
2016, respectively. She pro-
motes various causes such 
as environment, health 
and education, and wom-
en’s rights and is particu-
larly vocal about gender 
equality and feminism.

On the acting front, 
the “Mary Kom” actress is 
shooting for Shonali Bose’s 
“The Sky Is Pink” with 
Farhan Akhtar. She is cur-
rently in Jodhpur with fi-
ance Nick Jonas, and some 
of her friends.

IANS

Beatles couldn’t live up to the image 
they’d created, says producer

Beatles chief recording 
engineer Geoff Emerick dead

Top Chinese actress Bingbing 
fined for tax evasion

Bono says he ‘nearly ceased 
to be’ but won’t explain

Birthday 
Greetings

Tsali Stm releases 
debut official video

Priyanka Chopra welcomes 
Unicef chief in India

Sylvester Stallone starts filming ‘Rambo 5’
Sylvester Stallone started shooting for “Rambo 5” on Tuesday. The 72-year-old actor, who 
reprises his role as troubled Vietnam War veteran John Rambo in the fifth part of the ac-
tion franchise, made the announcement on Instagram. He also shared his first look from 
the film dressed as a cowboy. “Tonight we start filming...” Stallone wrote in one post.
“Comes a Horseman Wild and Free. @rambomovie #rambo5,” he wrote in another. The 
film will be directed by Adrian Grunberg and scripted by Matthew Cirulnick. In May, 
Stallone confirmed that “Rambo 5” is slated to be released next autumn. The Hollywood 
action star will next be seen in “Creed 2”, reprising arguably his most famous role of box-
ing legend Rocky Balboa.  The sequel, featuring Michael B Jordan as Adonis Creed, will 
hit theatres November 21. (PTI)

S
upermodel-actress 
Cara Delevingne 
feels issues like “im-
migration, classism 
and racism” need to 

be addressed more, and says 
that is the reason behind do-
ing TV series “Carnival Row”.

Directed by Jon Amiel, 
“Carnival Row” is described 
as a fantasy-noir set in a neo-
Victorian city with mythical 
creatures fleeing their war-
torn homeland gathering in 
the city. It shows how tensions 
simmer between citizens 
and the growing immigrant 
population.

“The part I play has so 
much fire... Other char-
acters and the story re-
late to what is happen-
ing in the world right 
now,a Delevingne said 

at Prime Video Presents 2018 
event here.

“(The show addresses) 
social and political themes. 
Immigration, classism and 
racism, important themes 
that need to be addressed 
more and more. It’s fantasy 
that we have never seen be-
fore,” she added.

The series follows an in-
vestigation into a string of un-
solved murders that are eat-
ing away at whatever uneasy 
peace still exists. Orlando is 
playing Rycroft Philostrate, a 
police inspector, and Delev-
ingne will be seen as a faerish 
refugee who flees her home-
land to come to the Burgue. It 
will release on Amazon Prime 
Video in 2019.

Talking about her role, she 
said: “She is a survivor. She 

has been a victim but doesn’t 
know what is she surviving 
for now. Everything has been 
taken away from her. Her cul-
ture and her family.”

On working with the “Lord 
Of The Rings” star, Delev-
ingne said: “We had crossed 
paths before, I had seen so 
many of Orlando’s films, so 
it was a dream to work with 
him and to get to work with 
a friend.”

Her co-star Bloom de-
scribed the show as a “sort 
of Dickensian, steam-punk, 
Victorian world with these 
remarkable and beautiful 
mythical creatures”.

“When I got to Prague and 
saw the set they had built I 
was blown away, it was truly 
remarkable,” he added.

IANS

Classism, racism need to be 
addressed more — Cara Delevingne
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Luka Modric 

Prithvi Shaw KL Rahul 

AP/PTI

CSKA defender Kirill Nababkin, Jaka Bijol, and Ilzat Akhmetov celebrate their Group G Champions League soccer match against Real Madrid at the 
Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, Russia on Tue. Oct. 2.

Members of NSUP posing for the lens after the annual sports meet on Oct. 2.

Real Madrid suffer shock Champions 
League defeat as Man Utd stutter again

Kyrgios beats Asian blues 
to advance in Tokyo

It’s Shaw and Rahul: Opening debate settled as India announce final 12 for first time

Croatia court rejects Modric 
perjury charges — Report

ISL 5: ATK aim to bounce back against NorthEast United

Naga Students’ Union Phagwara sports meet held

Paris, Oct. 3 (AFP): Cham-
pions League holders Real 
Madrid slumped to a rare 
defeat in the competi-
tion as they went down 
1-0 away to CSKA Mos-
cow on Tuesday, while Jose 
Mourinho’s Manchester 
United misfired again in a 
0-0 draw with Valencia.

While Bayern Munich 
were also held by Ajax, it 
was a happier evening for 
Pep Guardiola’s Manches-
ter City as they beat Hof-
fenheim 2-1, and Juven-
tus were also comfortable 
winners thanks to Paulo 
Dybala’s hat-trick.

Real were not expected 
to struggle in Group G as 
they look to continue their 
recent dominance of the 
Champions League, but 
Julen Lopetegui’s side went 
behind inside two minutes 
in Moscow following a mis-
take by Toni Kroos.

The German’s drilled 
backpass turned into a gift 
for Nikola Vlasic, and the 
winger on loan from Ever-
ton fired past Keylor Navas 
to put CSKA ahead.

Casemiro hit the post in 
the first half -- one of three 
attempts that found the 
woodwork for the visitors 
-- but Real were weakened 
by the absences of Gareth 
Bale and Sergio Ramos, 
while Luka Modric started 
on the bench.

CSKA held on, despite 
having goalkeeper Igor 
Akinfeev sent off in injury 
time, and they move above 
Real to the top of Group G.

“I am sure we will 
soon be scoring again and 
winning again,” said Lop-

Dimapur, Oct. 3 (EMN): The 5th an-
nual sports meet of Naga Students’ 
Union Phagwara (NSUP) was held 
from Sep. 29 till Oct. 2 at Hadaspur 
ground, LPU, and International Foot-
ball Stadium in Phagwara.

According to an update received 
here on Wednesday, the event wit-
nessed active participation and en-
thusiasm from the members which 
made the small union very lively. The 
union was hopeful that the same 
momentum will be maintained in 
the upcoming North East Students’ 

Organisation (NESO) sports meet.
The event concluded with a foot-

ball exhibition match between Nagas 
at Phagwara and Law Gate cum 
hostellers. Teams Dzukou, Dikhu, 
and Japfu bagged the champion, first 
runners-up, and second runners-up 
respectively. The best sportspersons 
were awarded to Atoito Yepthomi 
(man) and Tovikali Chophy (woman). 
President, International Football As-
sociation Phagwara Jaspal Singh and 
his colleagues were present to hand 
over the trophies on the final day.

etegui, whose team have 
not found the net in three 
matches.

It was only Madrid’s 
third defeat in the Champi-
ons League group stage this 
decade, but Real will nev-
ertheless expect to bounce 
back next against Czech 
champions Viktoria Plzen, 
who were crushed 5-0 by 
Roma.

Edin Dzeko scored a 
hat-trick for the Italian side, 
with Cengiz Under and 
Justin Kluivert also netting.

At Old Trafford, the 

pressure continued to build 
on Mourinho as United 
produced another insipid 
attacking display in their 
goalless stalemate with Va-
lencia.

They are now four 
games without a win, and 
Mourinho’s decision to re-
call Alexis Sanchez -- after 
dropping the Chilean for 
the weekend defeat at West 
Ham United -- failed to 
pay off.

“Our attacking play-
ers aren’t in their best mo-
ments of confidence and 

individual level,” moaned 
Mourinho. “We thought 
with three or four chances 
we would score and win 
the game.”

Dybala shines in Ron-
aldo absence
Mourinho’s side are second 
in Group H, two points be-
hind Juventus.

Juve eased to victory 
against 10-man Young Boys 
in Turin, with Dybala scor-
ing a hat-trick to take cen-
tre stage in the absence of 
Cristiano Ronaldo, who was 
serving a one-game ban.

“We were without Cris-
tiano, and at times it is 
easier with him in the side, 
but we have to be a great 
team both with and without 
him,” said Dybala.

Guardiola saw Man-
chester City come from 
behind to beat Hoffenheim 
in Germany in Group F.

David Silva scored three 
minutes from time to get 
the Premier League cham-
pions back on track after 
they started their campaign 
with a 2-1 home defeat 
against Lyon.

Ishak Belfodil had put 
Hoffenheim ahead after 
just 44 seconds, but Sergio 
Aguero equalised in the 
eighth minute before Silva’s 
late winner.

“This competition isn’t 
always a red carpet. Man-
chester City is a fantastic 
club, but we don’t have a 
history of having to fight 
and we fought for abso-
lutely everything here,” 
said Guardiola.

“This is one of the hap-
piest days I have had at this 
club as it will help us going 
forward.”

City next face Shakhtar 
Donetsk, who squandered 
a two-goal lead to draw 
2-2 with Lyon in France, 
in a game played behind 
closed doors. Brazilian for-
ward Junior Moraes scored 
twice for Shakhtar, but 
Lyon fought back to draw 
with goals from Moussa 
Dembele and Leo Dubois.

It was a good result 
for Lyon, whose fans 
were missing as a pun-
ishment for trouble at a 
game against CSKA last 
season, and they now top 
the group.

Meanwhile, Bayern 
could not hang on to the 
early lead given to them 
against Ajax when Mats 
Hummels headed in Arjen 
Robben’s cross. Young full-
back Noussair Mazraoui 
equalised to give the Dutch 
side a 1-1 draw.

Those sides are level 
atop Group E ahead of 
Benfica, who won 3-2 in a 
thriller at AEK Athens with 
Alfa Semedo scoring the 
deciding goal.

Rajkot, Oct. 3 (PTI): Teen-
age prodigy Prithvi Shaw 
is set to open alongside 
KL Rahul in the first Test 
against the West Indies af-
ter India on Wednesday 
started the practice of nam-
ing their final 12 before the 
start of every game.

The move of naming 
the final 12 ahead of the 
game has more or less set-
tled the debate on the play-
ing eleven. 

Shaw, who earned a 
maiden call-up midway 
into the England tour but 
did not get a game, has 
been preferred over Ma-
yank Agarwal for the series 
opener.

Agarwal had broken 
into the team after scoring 
tons of runs in domestic 

cricket and at India A level. 
What is also clear now is 
that India will go in with 
five specialist bowlers and 
the most likely 12th man 
will be Shardul Thakur.

Three specialist spin-
ners -- Ravichandran Ash-
win, Ravindra Jadeja and 
Kuldeep Yadav -- have been 
picked and the pace pair-
ing will be of Mohammad 
Shami and Umesh Yadav. 

Hanuma Vihari, who 
had a made gritty 56 on de-
but at The Oval against Eng-
land, has been dropped.

Wicket-keeper Rishabh 
Pant will bat at six while 
Jadeja will be expected to 
make vital lower-order con-
tributions in the absence of 
injured all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya.

Tokyo, Oct. 3 (AFP): Former 
champion Nick Kyrgios 
flickered into life for just 
long enough to dispatch 
wildcard Yoshihito Nishio-
ka 7-5, 7-6 (7/3) in the first 
round of the Japan Open on 
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, Wimble-
don finalist Kevin Anderson 
survived a scare against 
Kyrgios’s fellow Australian 
Matthew Ebden, winning 
in three sets to avoid the 
same fate as top seed Marin 
Cilic who flopped at the 
first hurdle in Tokyo a day 
earlier.

Kyrgios appeared a little 
distracted at times but the 
controversial Aussie be-
came a different animal 
after his Japanese oppo-
nent, who won his maiden 
ATP tour title at last week’s 
Shenzhen Open, forced a 
tiebreak in the second set.

Kyrgios unleashed a 
string of monstrous shots 
to take the breaker 7-3 for a 
straight-sets win.

The 23-year-old, who 
has complained that play-
ing the late season tour in 
Asia makes him feel de-
pressed and lonely, fired 20 
aces and sealed victory with 
a flamboyant backhand 

overhead smash after 73 
minutes to book a place in 
the last 16.

Kyrgios has been fined 
for “tanking” matches in 
Shanghai the past two years 
but captured one of his 
four career titles in Tokyo 
two years ago, beating Bel-
gium’s David Goffin in the 
final. He faces eighth seed 
Richard Gasquet for a place 
in the quarter-finals.

Second seed Ander-
son came through a tough 
opener 4-6, 7-6 (7/1), 6-2 as 
the South African goes in 
search of a fifth career title.

The world number 
nine, runner-up to Novak 
Djokovic at Wimbledon 
this year, struggled against 
Ebden until recovering his 
mojo in the second-set tie-
break, surrendering just 
one point.

An early break in the de-
cider broke the Australian’s 
resistance and Anderson 
closed out the match with 
a thumping serve down 
the centre line. He plays 
American Frances Tia-
foe in the last 16. Earlier, 
Australia’s Alex De Minaur 
beat France’s former world 
number six Gilles Simon 
6-7 (1/7), 7-6 (7/5), 6-2.

Nick Kyrgios

The West Indies series 
presents a good oppor-
tunity for Shaw to make 
his case for the upcoming 
Australia tour as pointed 

out by captain Virat Kohli, 
who said the top-order is 
the only area where experi-
mentation is needed.

It will be a dream come 

true for Shaw when he 
walks out to bat here. The 
18-year-old’s India debut 
will hardly be a surprise 
to those who felt the su-

premely talented bastman 
was destined to play for the 
country ever since he start-
ed scoring bagful of runs in 
school cricket in Mumbai. 

And when Shaw led the 
India U-19 to the Word Cup 
title in New Zealand earlier 
this year, it was only a mat-
ter of time before he gradu-
ated to the highest level.

Another strong indi-
cator of his rare talent is 
his first-class record. In 14 
games, he averages 56.72 
and has made seven hun-
dreds and five half cen-
turies including a ton on 
Ranji Trophy debut in No-
vember 2016. And almost 
a year later, he became the 
youngest to reach three 
figures on Duleep Trophy 
debut.

There was an intense 
debate on the opening 
combination going into 
the first Test since India 
had dropped Murali Vijay 

and Shikhar Dhawan for 
young blood. The picture 
on whether Shaw or Agar-
wal will open alongside Ra-
hul only became clear after 
Kohli’s pre-match press 
conference here.

Both the uncapped 
openers had batted in the 
nets on Tuesday and even 
on Wednesday morning the 
mystery remained as Shaw 
took gentle throw downs.

Local hero Cheteshwar 
Pujara and vice-captain 
Ajinkya Rahane spent the 
maximum time in the nets.

It all became clear with 
the announcement of final 
12 as India took the cue 
from the likes of Austra-
lia, who name their final 
eleven before the start of 
the match.

Zagreb, Oct. 3 (PTI/AFP): A 
Zagreb court has rejected 
charges that Croatia cap-
tain and Real Madrid star 
Luka Modric gave false 
testimony in a corruption 
trial, a Croatian newspaper 
reported.

The decision, which 
can be appealed, came 
just a week after Modric 
was crowned FIFA’s best 
player of the year, after 
starring for both his club 
and Croatia.

Croatian prosecutors 
charged Modric in March 

with committing perjury 
during evidence he gave 
in the multi-million-euro 
corruption trial of for-
mer Dinamo Zagreb boss 
Zdravko Mamic.

Modric, 33, testified 
in June last year over the 
details of his 2008 transfer 
from Dinamo to Premier 
League club Tottenham 
Hotspur.

He went on to join Real 
Madrid in 2012.

The offence carries a 
maximum penalty of up to 
five years in jail.

But, the Zagreb mu-
nicipal court decided not 
to confirm the indictment 
-- a step required by Croa-
tian law for a trial to open 
-- according to an online 
report in the Vecernji List 
daily quoting the tribunal.

The report on Tuesday 
could not be immediately 
confirmed with the court.

Vecernji List said the 
court ruled that the indict-
ment was “premature”, 
meaning it should have 
not been brought before 
rulings in the trial against 
Mamic become final.

Mamic and three other 
defendants were found 
guilty of charges of abuse 
of power and corruption 
that cost Dinamo, the cur-
rent Croatian champions, 
more than 15 million eu-
ros ( 17.3 million), and the 
state 1.5 million euros.

Mamic, who is current-
ly in hiding in neighbour-
ing Bosnia, was sentenced 
in June to six and a half 
years in jail.

Prosecutors allege cash 
was embezzled through 
fictitious deals related to 
player transfers.

Liverppool defender 
Dejan Lovren, who also 
testified at the Mamic trial 
about his 2010 transfer 
from Dinamo to French 
side Lyon, also faces per-
jury charges.

Kolkata, Oct. 3 (IANS): Smarting 
from a defeat on the opening day 
of the new season, Atletico de Kol-
kata (ATK) will look to get their act 
together and register a win when 
they take on NorthEast Uniited 
FC (NEUFC) at the Vivekananda 
Yuba Bharati Krirangan here on 
Thursday.

ATK suffered a 0-2 loss against 
Kerala Blasters here last Saturday. 
The home side looked toothless in 
attack as David James’ wards were 
the better team for the majority of 
the match.

Kalu Uche did not start the 
game with James admitting after 
the game that he was surprised 
why ATK coach Steve Coppell did 
not start with the Nigerian striker.

When asked about Uche’s ex-
clusion from the starting eleven, 
Coppell said that he didn’t want to 
rush him back into the team but 
felt that the team needed his pres-
ence during the second half. 

“He had been travelling all 
night. We really didn’t want to 

use him. Just towards the end, we 
thought we could use his steadying 
influence, just before they scored,” 
Coppell explained.

Fit-again Eugeneson Lyngdoh 
was a second half substi-
tute in the last game 
and indications are that 
along with Kalu, the 
highly rated mid-
fielder will also start 
against NorthEast.

ATK were list-
less in the first half 
although the best 
c h a n c e  t o  n o d 
ahead fell to Jayesh 
Rane as an swing-
ing corner from El 
Maimouni Nous-
sair found the young at-
tacker with acres of space in 
the six-yard box, but he was unable 
to direct his header on target.

Both teams failed to impose 
themselves in the second half but 
Kerala’s incessant efforts finally 
paid dividends in the last quarter 

of the match when they found two 
goals in the space of 10 minutes.

“We couldn’t really get any 
penetration. We were never really 
successful in set pieces also. We 

have got an awful lot of work 
to do to bring out the best 
from the players we have,” 

Coppell had said after the 
game.

For the visitors, an enter-
taining 2-2 draw against 
FC Goa at home saw 
them earn one point.

NorthEast debutants 
Federico Gallego and 
Bartholomew Ogbeche 
were on target and coach 

Eelco Schattorie stressed 
after the game that given the 

inexperience and lack of fitness 
of some of his players, they did 
really well.

“If we look at our pre-season, 
we needed two more weeks to get 
fit. We have not been really tested 
in terms of our fitness. So, the 
result that we got was a good one. 

Goa is with the same coach and 
almost the same players,” Schat-
torie said.

“So, their strategy and way of 
playing are implemented and for 
us, we are still playing. We got a 
bit of a lucky goal in the first half. 
In the second, we did pretty well 
except for the last 10-12 minutes. 
But overall, I am happy with the 
2-2,” he added.

Talking about TP Rehenesh, 
the 46-year-old commended his 
performance throughout the 90 
minutes and also leapt to his de-
fence after the custodian came 
under criticism. 

“I think TP made some good 
saves throughout the game. I 
think like any goalkeeper in India, 
he lacks certain stability. He can 
sometimes take lesser risks but 
overall, I am happy that he is in our 
team,” Schattorie opined.

Both teams endured wretched 
runs last season with NorthEast 
finishing rock-bottom and ATK a 
rung above them.
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Del Potro seals ATP Finals 
spot as Dimitrov exits Beijing

Greenwood School annual sports week gets underway

Strauss steps down as Director of England Cricket

Koepka gutted over wounded fan, denies fight with Johnson

Cristiano Ronaldo denies rape 
accusations on social media

EM Images

Runners sprint towards the finish line during a 100m dash at the Greenwood Higher Secondary School annual sports meet at Half Nagarjan in Dimapur 
on Wed. Oct. 3.

World number four Juan Martin del Potro sealed Wednesday's match at the Beijing Open with his 11th ace.

Andrew Strauss

In this Friday, Sep. 28, 2018 file photo Brooks Koepka of the US offers a golf glove to a spectator he 
injured when his ball hit her on the 6th hole during his fourball match on the opening day of the 
42nd Ryder Cup at Le Golf National in Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines, outside Paris, France.

Cristiano Ronaldo

Beijing, Oct. 3 (AFP): Fa-
vourite Juan Martin del 
Potro avoided the fate of 
third seed Grigor Dimitrov 
to surge into the quarter-
finals of the China Open 
and seal his spot at the ATP 
Finals on Wednesday.

The towering Argen-
tine top seed, enjoying one 
of the best seasons of his 
injury-blighted career, dis-
missed Russia's stubborn 
Karen Khachanov 6-4, 7-6 
(7/4).

Victory means that Del 
Potro has qualified for the 
season-ending ATP Finals 
for the first time since 2013, 
joining Rafael Nadal, Roger 
Federer and Novak Djokov-
ic in London in November.

I t  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e 
30-year-old's return to the 
men's elite after years of 
wrist problems that threat-
ened to destroy his career.

The world number 
four faces Filip Krajinovic 
of Serbia in the last eight 

on Beijing's outside hard 
courts.

Bulgaria's Dimitrov 
was on the end of a major 
shock in the Chinese capi-
tal, totting up nine double 
faults in a three-set defeat 
to Serbian qualifier Dusan 
Lajovic.

Lajovic meets Britain's 
fifth seed Kyle Edmund in 
the quarter-finals.

Del Potro was imperi-
ous from the off, breaking 
the unseeded Khachanov 

London, Oct. 3 (IANS): For-
mer England captain An-
drew Strauss on Wednesday 
stepped down as Director of 
England cricket after three 
and a half years at the helm.

Andy Flower will con-
tinue in his interim capacity 
until December. A full-time 
appointment will be made 
before England's West In-
dies tour in the new year, 
according to a statement 
published on the England 
Cricket Board's (ECB) of-
ficial website.

"After three and a half 
incredible years with the 
ECB, I have taken the dif-
ficult decision to step down 

from my role as Director of 
England Cricket," Strauss 
was quoted as saying by the 
ECB's website.

"Next year is poten-
tially the most important 
the game has had in this 
country, with the World Cup 
on home soil and a home 
Ashes series, and we have 
an incredible opportunity 
to do something special. 

"It is vital that the Di-
rector of Cricket can give 
consistent guidance and 
support to England Cricket 
through this period," he 
added. Tom Harrison, Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
ECB, said: "I know that I 
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in the first game of the 
match and then winning 
his own service game to 
love.

Del Potro, losing finalist 
at the US Open last month, 
finished off the first set 
with an ace to highlight his 
superiority.

Khachanov, ranked 
24th in the world, forced 
the second-set tie break 
with a break of Del Potro's 
serve but was always play-
ing catch-up after going 
3-1 down.

Del Potro sealed the 
match -- and his ATP Finals 
place -- with his 11th ace.

Javier Mascherano, the 
Argentine international 
footballer formerly of Bar-
celona and now playing in 
China, was in the crowd to 
see his countryman and 
friend.

In the women's draw, 
number two seed Caroline 
Wozniacki rounded off a 
polished display with an 
ace in a 7-5, 6-3 victory 
over Petra Martic of Croa-
tia.

The Dane faces Esto-
nia's Anett Kontaveit in the 
last 16.

Seventh seed Karolina 
Pliskova of the Czech Re-
public set up a meeting 
against China's top player 
Wang Qiang.

Turin (Italy), Oct. 3 (AP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo has de-
nied ''accusations being 
issued against'' him and 
called rape an ''abomi-
nable crime.''

The 33-year-old Ron-
aldo has been accused of 
rape by Kathryn Mayorga. 
She has said the soccer 
great raped her in Las Vegas 
in 2009.

Ronaldo posted a video 
on Instagram shortly after 
a civil lawsuit was filed in 
Nevada last week, calling it 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 3: The 38th edition 
of Greenwood Higher Secondary 
School annual sports meet got un-
derway on Wednesday at Kuda vil-
lage, Half Nagarjan in Dimapur with 
Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(DCP), Vishal, as the chief guest.

Games item ranging from long 
jump, high jump, and 100m, 200m, 
400m, and 800m dash to table tennis, 
sepak takraw, football, and basketball 
will be witnessed in the event, which 

is about to continue till Oct. 6. Stu-
dents, both boys and girls, have been 
categorised into three categories 
namely intermediate, junior, and 
mini. 

During the opening ceremony, 
the chief guest hoisted the school’s 
flag to symbolise the commence-
ment of the sports week followed by 
a torch run and march-past by the 
students. Further, a welcome address 
was delivered by the principal.

Meanwhile, DCP Vishal, in his 

speech, said that sport is the best way 
to build one’s character and encour-
aged the young athletes by saying 
that participation is more important 
than winning or losing.

“Participation itself tells us that 
you have the courage to take your 
dreams to a manifestation,” he ex-
plained. He later advised the students 
to make more friends across sections 
and classes by saying that those 
friends will be the one they will really 
remember.

''Fake. Fake news.''
On Wednesday, Ron-

aldo tweeted in both Por-
tuguese and English.

Ronaldo wrote: ''I firm-
ly deny the accusations 

being issued against me. 
Rape is an abominable 
crime that goes against 
everything that I am and 
believe in. Keen as I may be 
to clear my name, I refuse 
to feed the media spectacle 
created by people seeking 
to promote themselves at 
my expense.''

In a second tweet, he 
added: ''My clear con-
scious will thereby allow 
me to await with tranquil-
ity the results of any and all 
investigations.''

speak for everyone at the 
ECB when I say that we're 
very sad to see Andrew step 

down from the role and we 
all wish him and his family 
the very best."

St. Andrews (Scotland), Oct. 3 (AP): 
Brooks Koepka is thinking about more 
than just golf these days.

The 28-year-old American, the 
U.S. Open and PGA Championship 
winner, said Wednesday he was heart-
broken to hear a woman struck by his 
tee shot at the Ryder Cup last week 
might lose vision in her right eye.

Koepka's wild shot on the sixth 
hole at Le Golf National hit Corine 
Remande in the head. According to 
French media reports, doctors say she 
has lost sight and she is considering 
legal action.

''No one feels worse about this 
than I do. It's a tragic accident,'' said 
Koepka, adding he has been trying 
to get in touch with Remande. ''I'm 
heartbroken and all messed up inside. 
It's sad and I really am torn up about 
it. She's not going to be able to see out 
of her eye ever again. All because I hit a 
golf ball. This is definitely the one shot 
in my career that I am going to regret.''

Koepka, who is in Scotland to play 
at the Alfred Dunhill Links Champion-
ship, also said he and Dustin Johnson 
did not have an argument or a fight 
during a party after the Ryder Cup.

''This Dustin thing I don't get,'' 
Koepka said. ''There was no fight. 

There was no argument. He is one of 
my best friends. I love the kid to death. 
We talked on the phone Monday and 
yesterday. So tell me how we fought? I 
don't know.

''It's actually quite funny to us. 
How could we get into a fight on the 
flight over? We were sleeping. It's just 
laughable. I'd actually be curious to 

see who would win that fight, though. 
It would be interesting. It would be 
rough and rowdy. But we have never 
fought. That's not our relationship. 
We are two even-keeled guys. I can't 
remember raising my voice to him. 
And I don't think he has ever raised 
his voice to me. Ever, in our four years 
of friendship. That's not who we are.''


