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Vilelie Khamo, right, after receiving the Classic Award for 2018 in 
Kohima on Tuesday.   
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Jacob Zhimomi declaring Nagaland as an Open Defecation Free state in Kohima on Tuesday.
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): The 
minister for Public Health 
Engineering Department, 
Jacob Zhimomi on Tues-
day declared Nagaland 
as an Open Defecation 
Free (ODF) state under the 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Rural). With the declara-
tion, Nagaland has become 
the 22nd state in the coun-
try, and the fourth in the 
Northeast, to get the status 
of ODF state.

This announcement 
was made at a programme 
held at Ura Academy Hall 
in Kohima where seven 
districts viz. Dimapur, Ko-
hima, Mon, Peren, Phek, 
Tuensang and Wokha were 
declared as ODF. Other 
districts -- Mokokchung, 
Longleng, Kiphire and Zun-
heboto -- were declared as 
ODF in 2017.

It may be mentioned 
that to accelerate the ef-
forts to achieve universal 
sanitation coverage and 
focus on sanitation, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had on October 2, 2014 
launched the Swachh 
Bharat Mission. It aims to 
achieve Swachh Bharat 
(clean India) by 2019.

According to the infor-
mation provided on the 
Ministry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation website, un-
der Swachh Bharat Mission 
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(Rural), a total of 5,07,369 
villages have been declared 
ODF across the country, 
with 25 states/union ter-
ritories achieving the status 
of ODF.

It states that since 2014, 
a total of 1,30,858 toilets 
were built in Nagaland out 
of which 50,880 were con-
structed in the current year 
2018-19 covering 1,451 vil-
lages across the 11 districts. 
Nagaland has achieved 
cent percent ODF under 

rural areas, it informed. 
Zhimomi said this is 

a big achievement for the 
people of the state. He stat-
ed that development is not 
only about good infrastruc-
ture but also cleanliness 
and healthy lifestyle.

He also asserted that 
it is impossible to bring 
development overnight, 
and maintained that the 
government has its own 
difficulties and problems 
trying to rebuild the state. 

Especially in the aftermath 
of the recent monsoon 
disaster, he said, Nagaland 
is trying to rise again with 
the support of its citizens. 

Congratulating all the 
villages and districts for 
achieving the ODF target 
even before the deadline 
set by the central govern-
ment, Zhimomi pointed 
out that it was the citizens’ 
moral duty to maintain 
and sustain the assets cre-
ated by the government. 

‘Nagas are simple peo-
ple, yet we are often very 
critical,’ said Zhimomi and 
urged all the citizens to 
make the state a better 
place. 

Meanwhile speaking 
to Eastern Mirror, Sariba 
Pongener from a village in 
Mokokchung district said 
that his village has become 
much cleaner and people 
are more aware of the im-
portance of living a clean 
and hygienic life after the 
introduction of Swachh 
Bharat (Gramin/Rural).

He recollected how, in 
the past, the villagers would 
defecate in the jungle. But 
now every household has 
oilet and the villagers con-
duct social work four times 
in a year, he said. 

Another person named 
Zuheto Katty from Sukiur 
‘B’ village in Tuensang dis-
trict thanked the govern-
ment and the PHE depart-
ment for implementing 
the project. He said a total 
of 115 toilets have been 
constructed in the village.

Katty also said that 
since the introduction of 
the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion, the village council has 
been creating awareness 
among the villagers about 
hygienic lifestyle. They also 
conduct social work once 
in every three months, he 
informed. 

‘Unliveable Kohima’ tag: Every citizen of 
Nagaland is to be blamed, says Ozukum

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
The minister for Public Works 
Department, Tongpang Ozu-
kum on Tuesday said that the 
blame for Kohima being de-
clared as the second-most 
unliveable city in the country 
must be shared equally among 
the citizens of the state.

The minister was speaking 
at the programme to mark the 
culmination of the Swachhata 
Hi Siva campaign at the town 
hall in Mokokchung. “I believe 
all the right-thinking citizens 
in the state were shocked and 
deeply touched to hear the 
result because Kohima belongs 
to all of us; we have contribut-
ed our own shares for Kohima 
to be declared as the second-
most unliveable city in India,” 
said Ozukum. 

Recently, the Ease of Living 
Index released by the Union 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs had listed Kohima as the 
second-most unliveable city in 
the country.

Ozukum said that the re-
sponsibility to remove that 
unwanted tag lies with each 
and every citizen of the state. 

“It is not only the duty and 
responsibility of the people of 
Kohima but also the responsi-
bility of each and every Naga,” 
the minister asserted.

While stating that Mokok-
chung town was considered 
cleaner than most towns in 
the state, Ozukum cautioned 
the citizens that ‘if they are not 
conscious about cleanliness’ 
then the town might end up 
being listed as the filthiest in 
the future. 

He urged the district ad-
ministration and social or-
ganisations in the district to 
‘rethink and execute works’ 
towards making Mokokchung 
cleaner than it now is. He laud-
ed the Mokokchung adminis-
tration and the Swachh Bharat 
Mission district ambassadors 
for their ‘commendable works’ 
during the state-wide mass so-
cial work from Sep. 29 to Oct. 2.

Ozukum also informed 
that more intensive cleanli-
ness drives would be initiated 
in the coming days to make 
the state’s cities and towns 
cleaner. He even proposed 
a pre-Christmas mass social 
work in the district.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 2: In an expedi-
tious attempt by the Nagaland 
government to improve the 
roads in Kohima and Dimapur, 
the office of the chief engi-
neer, Public Works Department 
(Roads and Bridges) has issued 
notices inviting tender for vari-
ous road improvement works 
in Kohima and Dimapur.

The work tender notice 
comes a few days after Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio assured 
that his government was com-
mitted to restoring roads in 
Kohima and Dimapur within 
a year and open tenders would 
be floated soon to build the 
proposed roads; and contrac-
tors would be selected after 
scrutinising their previous 
records. 

While having a telephonic 
conversation with Eastern Mir-
ror on Tuesday, the president 
of Nagaland Contractors’ and 
Suppliers’ Union, Pele Khezhie, 
said that the ‘PWD had issued 
such open tender in newspa-
pers after many years.’ Lauding 
the government’s initiative, 
Khezhie said, ‘such announce-
ment will help identify profes-
sional contractors because 
they have more experience and 

better machineries.’
According to the tender 

notices, a total of 25 roads have 
been listed for improvement 
in Dimapur and 26 in Kohima.

The list of roads that have 
been put up for tenders are: Ar-
amile to Padampukhuri via Er-
alibill, Rengma Baptist Church 
to Eralibill Panchayat Hall junc-
tion, NH-29 to Nagarjan junc-
tion, Daragopathar to Power 
house, Nagarjan via Phaipijan, 
Signal junction to Rangapahar 
road via Signal Angami Gate, 
approach road to Dimapur 
Civil hospital, Flyover to Super-
market, Supermarket to NH-29 
via Rengma colony, Walford, 
Supermarket to Burma camp 
junction via Apex motor, Rail-
gate to old overbridge junction, 
Bata line, Batacharalli to Holy 
Cross junction, Marwarpati 
to Mistimukh junction, PWD 
Junction to Lotha Colony via 
Unity College Dimapur, Pad-
ampukhuri gate to Hollohon 
via Purana Bazar and Income 
Tax office, NH-29 to Kushiabill 
via Zion hospital, Churches 
road, Batacharalli to Kherma-
hal junction via Hillstar, Ero-
slane, Khermahal junction to 
Notun Bosti junction via LRC, 
DC court junction to Trago-

pan junction via City Tower, 
City Tower to Dobhinallah, ap-
proach road to DC office, NMM 
road, and NH-36 to Lingrijan to 
NH-36.

The list for Kohima include: 
Middle AG to Lerie (Legal Me-
trology to St. Mary School junc-
tion); Lower AG (waiting shed) 
to NH-29 via Lower Chandmari 
Taxi Stand (Church Road) and 
Mezhur Hr. Sec School; Mo-
honkhola junction to Lower AG 
(waiting shed); CRC to SBI Lerie 
via Poterlane (road to printing 
press office junction); PWD 
office complex to PWD central 
store via DC workshop and 
Pinewood School; NSF Martyr’s 
Park to PHQ junction via Fire 
and Emergency office; Im-
chen Guest House to LFS; Mo-
honkhola traffic point to Tour-
ist Lodge via Botanical Garden, 
LFS-NH-2; Old Minister Hill 
Dzuvuru Bridge to BOC via AIR 
extending up to CM’s Circular 
Road; PHQ Junction to Hotel 
Cimorb via official residence 
of CM/Speaker/AR’s camp, 
Old Minister Hill; Raj Bhavan 
Circular road (Raj Bhavan gate 
No. 1 to AR Sentinel House 
junction); Lady’s Mile road 
(Red Cross to TCP gate); Raj 
Bhavan Circular Road (Classic 

Island to Raj Bhavan via indoor 
stadium/Law College); Old 
Minister’s Hill School junction 
to Science College; Agri- Forest 
colony; Hotel Fira junction to 
NH-2 via Paramedical (Dr. T 
Ao road); SP office junction to 
Paramedical via Supply colony; 
Old NST bus station to New 
Market joining Tinpati road; 
NHAK to Tinpati junction via 
Daklane and Naga Bazaar; Old 
MLA hostel to AR camp via DC 
office; Razhu Pint to Ao church 
via D Block (Jasokie Road); taxi 
parking/ North Police Station 
to Kiyakie via Kitsubozou and 
Seikhazou; Seikhazou to DBS 
via P Khel; Bayavu Circular 
Road (Census office to Secre-
tariat road junction via Hotel 
Legacy); Billy Graham Road 
(Youth Resources office junc-
tion to Secretariat); and North 
Police Station to NH-2 via Mis-
sion Compound, Ura Academy 
(Tanquist road).

The tender notice stated 
that the bidding documents 
will be issued in respect of 
eligible registered contractors 
if they have completed one 
similar nature of work individu-
ally during the last five years 
costing not less than 40% of 
the tender value. The time of 

completion for said tender is 12 
months and the payment shall 
be made in phased manner 
subject to availability of fund. 
Interested contractors were 
asked to obtain the bidding 
documents from the office of 
the chief engineer, PWD (RB) in 
Kohima from Oct. 5 to the 8th. A 
pre-bid meeting for the bidders 
shall be conducted at 12 noon 
on Oct. 9 in the department’s 
office. The bidding documents 
shall be issued on payment 
during office hours. 

Sealed tenders in two sepa-
rate envelopes—pre-qualifica-
tion technical bid and financial 
bid—will be received on Oct. 15 
from 10 am to 12 noon along 
with the earnest money and 
affixing court fee stamp of INR 
7.50. The tender will be opened 
on the same day at 1 pm.

It may be mentioned that 
roads in Nagaland, especially 
in Kohima and Dimapur, have 
been a hot topic of discussion 
among the public for years now 
due to poor maintenance by 
one government after another. 
It deteriorated even further this 
year after the incessant rains 
triggered several land-sinking 
and landslides between the two 
major towns of the state.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Businessman and class-I 
contractor, Vilelie Khamo 
was honoured with Classic 
Award 2018 at Kohima on 
Tuesday in recognition of 
his philanthropic contri-
butions to uplift the lesser 
privileged section of the 
Naga society.

The Classic Award was 
instituted by the Classic 
Club Kohima in 1999 to 
honour the contributions 
of individuals and organisa-
tions towards the welfare of 
the society in the areas of 
sports, social service, edu-
cation, health service and 
humanitarian works.

The previous 12 recipi-
ents of the Classic Award 
were Dr. T Ao (posthumous-
ly), Neichülieü Nikki Har-
alu, singer and composer 
Methaneilie Jütakhrie, Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, Dr. 

Joyce Z Zinyü, Geoffrey Ya-
den, Kughaho Chishi, Nan-
cy Kikon, Rev. Dr. Geoffrey 
Vilasa Thapo, Chekrovolü 
Swüro, Major (Dr.) Neikhri-
etuonuo Ginuo Linyu, and 
Banuo Z Jamir.  

Khamo, who is widely 
known as a self-made busi-
ness tycoon though born to 
illiterate parents, is said to 
have had interest in busi-
ness from an early age. The 
Classic Club’s profile on him 
reveals that he engaged in 
menial works to finance his 
studies but ultimately had 
to give up after passing the 
sixth standard due to finan-
cial constraints. 

His first taste of suc-
cess in business was when 
he borrowed money and 
bought five litres of kero-
sene for INR 4 in Kohima 
before selling the same 
for INR 7. However, he got 
the breakthrough when he 

was given INR 6642-worth 
contract to construct a cul-
vert by the PWD, which he 
completed within the short 
stipulated time. Officials 
were said to be impressed 
by his grit and awarded him 
bigger contracts which pro-
pelled his business by ‘leaps 
and bounds’. 

An interesting account 
on Khamo’s life shared dur-
ing the award ceremony 
at Japfü Hotel was that he, 
as a young taxi driver, had 
chauffeured the then prime 
minister of India, Rajiv Gan-
dhi to lay the foundation 
stone of the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium, “blissfully una-
ware that one day he would 
be the contractor of that 
very stadium.”

T h e  C l a s s i c  C l u b, 
through the award, ac-
knowledged Khamo’s works 
and recognised his humani-
tarian spirit and outstand-

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio on Tuesday expressed heart-
felt gratitude to all those who participated 
in the state-wide mass cleanliness drive 
from Sep. 29 to Oct. 2 as part of the Swach-
hata Hi Seva campaign coinciding with 
the 149th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi.

“The chief minister expressed hope 
that cleanliness will be maintained as a 

way of life and not only during campaigns. 
He exuberated confidence that all those 
who participated in the cleanliness drive 
would be inspired to continue the works 
in their respective areas and ensure greater 
participation of individuals in maintaining 
clean and green surroundings in the inter-
est of public health and environmental 
protection,” a statement issued by the 
chief minister’s office read.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 2 (EMN): 
To mark the 149th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, a seminar on the 
‘thoughts and philosophy 
of Mahatma Gandhi’ was 
held at Raj Bhavan in Ko-
hima on Oct. 2. Governor PB 
Acharya hosted the seminar 
at Durbar Hall with the min-
ister for Higher Education, 
Temjen Imna Along as the 
guest of honour.

In his keynote address, 
Along said it was belittling 
to think of Gandhi's influ-
ence only in the context of 
India as his greatness and 
humility go beyond the con-
fines of territorial bounda-
ries and borders. 

He also encouraged the 
youth and students to fol-
low the path of peace and 
non-violence in their life 
as discarding these ideals 
professed by Gandhi would 
mean reducing Oct. 2 to 

empty celebration of an-
niversaries and ‘wasteful 
indulgence.’

Explaining the term Ma-
hatma, as Gandhi was lov-
ingly called by the people, 
he said it means ‘a great 
soul' – revered and regarded 
with love and respect.

"We need Mahatmas 
more today in this genera-
tion, when outer beauty 
concerns us more than 
what we have inside our 
heart and soul," he said.

The minister also stated 
that amongst all the free-
dom fighters in human his-
tory, whose bravery cannot 
be undermined, Mahatma 
Gandhi stood out from the 
rest because of his approach 
through peaceful and non-
violent means to reach his 
milestone.

While stating that the 
youth were the future of the 
nation, Along asked them 
to discard hypocrisy, greed; 

and learn to overcome their 
weaknesses and become 
responsible citizens.

Acharya, while deliver-
ing the valedictory address, 
stated that the importance 
of Gandhian thought of 
truth, morality and ethics 
remain integral to the na-
tional consciousness; and 
has influenced the social 
and administrative sectors 
of India in various aspects.

The governor said that 
the government of India’s 
initiative of Swachh Bharat 
Mission – which envisions 
a clean India by Oct. 2, 2019 
coinciding with the 150th 
birth anniversary of Gandhi 
and Make in India cam-
paign, aimed at enhancing 
the manufacturing capacity 
of India – was a significant 
part of the Gandhian dis-
course. He encouraged the 
students to embrace the life 
and message of Gandhi and 
to let it guide their life.

ing contribution towards 
the uplift of the lesser privi-
leged community.

Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) speaker, 
Vikho-o Yhoshü, who was 
the special guest at the 
event, lauded the Classic 

Club for encouraging peo-
ple to ‘do good to others.’ 
He said it was very apt that a 
person like Khamo, with his 
‘unique life examples’, his 
yeomen and social services, 
was being acknowledged on 
a day when the entire nation 

was observing the birthday 
of Mahatma Gandhi, who 
had championed the cause 
of peace and social service.

Yhoshü described Kha-
mo as a ‘self-made man 
who worked hard, doing 
things that others did not 
want to do, to becoming a 
man of humility, peace and 
wisdom’. 

“From a humble back-
ground, who had strug-
gled in legendary ways and 
coming up against all odds, 
— today, despite of the sta-
tus he has earned, he still 
remains the same - down to 
earth, with the wisdom of 
the ages. His benevolence 
and charities transcend 
beyond borders and defini-
tions. His life is the greatest 
inspiration and encourage-
ment to all of us and the 
coming generations. We all 
are fortunate to have him in 
our lifetime,” Yhoshü stated.

In  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e 
speech, Khamo said he was 
deeply humbled and grate-
ful for being selected for the 
highly acclaimed award. 
He expressed that while he 
always stuck to the motto 
‘what you do should speak 
for you,’ there had been 
challenges and he failed 
many a times. However, 
stating he would treasure 
the recognition, Khamo as-
serted that he would always 
use the award as an ‘alarm 
and guidance compass.’

The president of Classic 
Club, K Neibou Sekhose, 
said that the ceremony was 
being organised on the 24th 
foundation day of the club, 
and as a launching event 
for a yearlong ‘silver jubilee’ 
celebration of the club. 

The Classic Club also 
marked the launch of its 
celebration by donating 
INR 50,000 to the Chief 

Minister’s Relief Fund. 
Sekhose highlighted the 
various programmes to 
be undertaken by the club 
during the yearlong cel-
ebration which include: 
renovation of assets cre-
ated by the club like Classic 
Island in Kohima, mar-
keting shed, resting shed, 
Chaügei Park, and the tra-
ditional gate at Y-junction 
in Kohima; sponsor five 
under-privileged children; 
strengthen orphanage li-
brary; celebrate Christmas 
with orphanage, old age 
home etc.; tour 11 districts 
of Nagaland to propagate 
the message of peace; con-
cert for the cause of lesser 
privileged children; award 
to 3 best NGOs; Classic 
Award 2019 and the grand 
culmination of the ‘silver 
jubilee’ to coincide with the 
grand finale of the annual 
Classic Cup 2019. 



Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Air Marshal Raghunath 
Nambiar has taken over 
charge as the Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, 
Eastern Air Command 
(EAC) of Indian Air Force on 
October 1, while Lieutenant 
General, Manoj Mukund 
Naravane, has taken over 
charge as the General Offic-
er Commanding-in-Chief 
of Eastern Command on 
October 1.

Nambiar is an alumnus 
of the National Defence 
Academy and was commis-
sioned in the IAF as fighter 
pilot in June 1981. He is an 
experimental test pilot and 
has flown 42 types of aircraft 
as pilot in command. He 
has the distinction of having 
the highest number of flying 
hours on the Mirage-2000 in 
the IAF with over 2300 fly-
ing hours on the aircraft to 
his credit and overall 5100 
hours of flying experience.

A defence release stated 
that Nambiar is also a mem-
ber of the society of experi-
mental test pilots and was 
the project test pilot for the 
light combat aircraft “Tejas.” 
He has served in Shillong 
as Senior Air Staff Officer 
(SASO) earlier.

Before taking over as 
the AOC-in-C of EAC, he 
was the deputy chief of the 
air staff.

Lieutenant General 
Manoj Mukund Naravane, 
according to a defence re-

lease, is a highly decorated 
and accomplished profes-
sional. The General was 
commissioned into the 7th 
Battalion of Sikh Light In-
fantry in June 1980. He is 
an alumnus of the National 
Defence Academy and the 
Indian Military Academy. 

The General has com-
manded a Rashtriya Rifles 
Battalion in Jammu & Kash-
mir and an Infantry Brigade 
on the Eastern front. He 
has also been the Inspec-
tor General of Assam Rifles 
(North) in Nagaland, com-
manded a prestigious strike 
corps of the Indian army 
and was the General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of 
the Army Training Com-
mand before taking up his 
current assignment. 

The General also served 
as an instructor at the Army 
War College, Mhow, and has 
been the Indian Defence At-
tache to Myanmar.

Legal authorities observe Day of Older Persons

Dimapur business organisation 
welcomes Mumbai counterpart
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Khesheli Chishi, principal district and session judge, Kohima, and KDLSA chairperson, along with panel lawyers 
during door-to-door visit to older persons in Jotsoma village.

Teachers and students of Emmanuel College repairing the road by filling up potholes during the 
social work.

The staff of SBI during a social work in Dimapur on Tuesday. 

NPCC and Dimapur DCC leaders pose with the new members on the occasion of 149th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi at Congress Bhavan, Dimapur, on October 2.

Manoj Mukund Naravane 

Members of Dimapur Chamber of Commerce & Industries (DCCI) receiving the Maharashtra Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry & Agriculture team at Dimapur Airport on October 2.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
District legal services au-
thorit ies  in Mon, Ko-
hima, Dimapur, Wokha, 
Mokokchung, Zunheboto, 
Longleng, Phek, and Peren 
observed the International 
Day of Older Persons on the 
theme ‘Celebrating older 
human rights champions’ 
in their respective districts 
on October 1. DLSAs ob-
served the day by collabo-
rating programme with the 
social welfare department, 
NGOs and churches.
Mon: Mon district legal 
services authority and the 
social welfare department 
organised a programme at 
Jakphang village.

Speaking on mainte-
nance and welfare of par-
ents and senior citizens act 
2007, N Mannon, retainer 
lawyer, apprised that senior 
citizens including parents 
who are unable to maintain 
themselves from his own 
earning or out of the prop-
erty owned by him should 
be entitled to make applica-

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Dimapur Chamber of Com-
merce & Industries (DCCI) 
on October 2 accorded 
warm reception to mem-
bers of the Maharashtra 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry & Agriculture (MC-
CIA), Mumbai, who are on a 
five-day visit to Nagaland.

DCCI led by its pres-
ident, Akashe Zhimomi, 
received the MMCIA mem-
bers at Dimapur airport and 
thereafter took their visiting 
counterparts to a luncheon 
at Niathu Resort.

During the informal in-
teraction at Niathu Resort, 
DCCI president, Akashe 
Zhimomi, welcomed the 
visiting MCCIA delegates to 
the “Land of festivals” and 
wished that their short stay 
would be meaningful and 
fruitful. The DCCI presi-

dent expressed optimism 
that the coming together 
and interaction among the 
business community of 
Nagaland and Maharashtra 
would prove beneficial to 
both parties concerned.

Dr. Khegugha Murru, 
spokesperson DCCI, ex-
pressed optimism that 
the second visit of MCCIA 
would materialise into 
something concrete and 
promote further business 
ties between the two states.

Se c re t a r y  D CC I ,  V 
Shikuto Achumi, said the 
presence of 5 women in the 
11-member MCCIA del-
egation was an encouraging 
sign, especially for women 
entrepreneurs. 

President MCCIA, San-
tosh Mandlecha, who spoke 
on behalf of the MCCIA 
delegation, said the team 

is visiting Nagaland to as-
sess generating business in 
the state and also to assist 
their Naga counterparts to 
develop their own industry 
and enterprises. Mandlecha 
said MCCIA has also come 
with a proposal to both Na-
galand Governor and chief 
minister for business tie up 
between the two states and 
further assured that MCCIA 
was ever ready to provide 
logistic and other supports. 

The visit, a part of the 
‘Assisting Nagaland indus-
try, trade and business,’ 
was sponsored by Indian 
National Fellowship Centre, 
Mumbai.

After the luncheon, 
MCCIA team left for Ko-
hima where they are sched-
uled to meet Nagaland 
Governor besides other 
engagements.

Change of guard in the army

Cleanliness drive marks Gandhi Jayanti 

Members of the Dimapur District Congress Committee are seen during a social work at Super 
Market on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti on October 2.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): Various 
organisations including schools and 
colleges as well as other establish-
ments undertook cleanliness drives 
on the occasion of 149th birth anni-
versary of Mahatma Gandhi, father 
of the nation, on October 2.
Dimapur DCC: Commemorating the 
149th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi on October 2, Dimapur 
District Congress Committee (DCC) 
organised a mass social work drive at 
Super Market area.

DCC president, Bendang Jamir, 
and the media cell secretary, Kutoho 
Chishi, stated that more than 300 
Congress workers took part in this so-
cial work. The leaders have conveyed 
sincere thanks to all the participants 
as well as the well wishers for their 
moral and financial support.
HYS: Hindu Yuva Sanga (HYS) organ-
ised Swachh Bharat Abhiyan in col-
laboration with Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) on October 2. 

The youth led by its convenor Pri-
tam Dasgupta cleaned the polluted 

and nasty areas of GS Road, Dimapur. 
Monoj Bhattacharjee, HYS ad-

visor, inspired and motivated the 
members to organise such activities 
on regular basis, saying Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan should not be for a 
day but a movement to be carried on 
regularly. 

A vote of thanks was delivered by 
Kaushik Dasgupta, HYS president. 
NCSU: Officials of Nagaland Contrac-
tors & Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) along 
with the staff of National Informatics 
Centre (NIC), and Kohima district le-
gal metrology & consumer protection 
successfully completed the cleanli-
ness drive on October 2.

The organisations were assigned 
by the state government to clean 
secretariat road from September 29 
to October 2 to mark the observance 
of Swacchata Hi Seva. Meanwhile, 
NSCN general secretary, John Kath, 
has appreciated the three bodies and 
to all the members for their active 
participation at the national event.
Immanuel College: As part of the 

ongoing Swachhata Hi Seva (Clean 
India: Green India) campaign, Im-
manuel College conducted a cleanli-
ness drive with the participation of 
the student council, faculty mem-
bers, students and non teaching staff 
within the college premises.

The social work was marked with 
filling up of potholes, making and 
installing bamboo dustbins, white-
washing the walls, clearing the wastes 
etc under the supervision of the fac-
ulty members and student council. 

Meanwhile, the media cell con-
venor, Akutu Poireng, has thanked 
the DMC and other well wishers 
for providing assistance in terms of 
financial, material and machineries.
SBI: State Bank of India offices in 
Dimapur participated in social work 
under the banner “Swachhta Hi Seva 
2018 on October 2 at Super Market 
area. Around 100 officers and staff 
have participated along with DC Di-
mapur, Sushil Kumar Patel.
NH 29: Mass social work along the 
National Highway 29 (New Dhansiri 

Bridge to Chathe Bridge at Chu-
mukedima) was conducted with the 
participation of 17 villages. 11 trucks 
and tractors along with 2 JCB were 
pressed into service. Donations to 
the social work included two dump-
ers and two JCB by Chabou & Co, 
two pick-up trucks by East Dimapur 
Business Association, one truck 
by DDADU Chumoukedima unit, 
one truck by Kekhrieselhou Yhome, 
chairman of ward 1 in Chumouke-
dima town, three trucks by CTC, one 
tractor by Tenyiphe 1, one truck by 
Diphupar and all government offices 
under EAC Chumoukedima circle.
BJP Minority: Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) minority morcha commemo-
rated the birth anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi by conducting clean-
liness drive at High school junction 
and BOC area in Kohima on October 
2. More than 70 party workers includ-
ing Nagaland state BJP president 
Temjen Imna Along and well wisher 
participated in the event. 
MGM College: MGM College cel-

ebrated Gandhi Jayanti on October 
2 in the college’s seminar hall during 
which principal, Dr. Shibu Varghese 
shared about the life and philosophy 
of Mahatma Gandhi to the students.

The updates informed that in 
order to highlight Gandhi’s philoso-
phy of ‘peace,’ faculty members and 
students marched for a peace rally 
from college to Dhobinala junction.  

It mentioned that a cleanliness 
drive was carried out by students as 
part of the culmination of Swach-
hata  Hi Seva campaign which was 
inaugurated on September 16 in the 
college campus.  
SSP: In commemoration of Gandhi 
Jayanti, Sainik School Punglwa car-
ried out mass cleanliness drive in the 
school premises and nearby areas on 
October 2. 

According to a press release, the 
cleanliness drive was carried out to 
mobilise people for sanitation and 
also to contribute to Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s dream of clean India. 

The updates informed that the 

principal of the school, Sharad R Kes-
kar, initiated the drive along with the 
cadets, staff, and families. It added 
that cleaning drive was carried out 
assiduously, during which the whole 
of the school’s campus and nearby 
areas were cleared. 

The principal of the school em-
phasised about keeping the environ-
ment clean for a healthy living.  
Shamator College: Shamator Col-
lege in Tuensang observed the 149th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gan-
dhi on October 2 on the theme “Life 
and philosophy of Mahatma Gan-
dhi.” According to a press release, 
the Extra Assistant Commissioner of 
Shamator, Limakumla Pongener, at-
tended the programme as the guest 
speaker. 

The press note informed that quiz 
and painting competition were held 
based on the theme.
Others: Midland Shop Owner, Bap-
tist Mission School Jotsoma, Gorkha 
Hindu Milan Sewa Sangh have also 
participated in the social work.

Cong. calls for peaceful Naga political solution
Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Underlining political solu-
tion as the key to open the 
gate for peace, freedom, 
development, growth of 
economy and opportuni-
ties, president of Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (NPCC), K Therie said 
Congress would endeav-
our to solve the political 
problem through peaceful 
and constitutional means. 
Towards this end, Therie 
said time has come elected 
leaders to shoulder the re-
sponsibility in bringing 
about the solution.

Observing the 149th 
birth anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi with the 
newly joined members 
at Congress Bhavan, Di-
mapur, on October 2, 
Therie said Gandhi’s phi-
losophy of non-violence 
is relevant till today. While 
acknowledging the diffi-
culties and realities of ne-
gotiation after reading the 
213th Report Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee 
on Home Affairs, he stated 
that 21 years of negotia-
tion with no solution was 
unreasonable. 

A press release issued 
by NPCC media cell has 
quoted Therie as saying 
that the noble political 
movement began for fear 
of submerging the identity, 
religion, culture, customs 
and social practices in the 
ocean of Hindus and Mus-

STATE

lims. Stating that Congress 
party had secured Art 371 
A and the 10 Point Modali-
ties giving full protection, 
Therie said all other politi-
cal parties were benefici-
aries as they no record of 
their achievement that 
has saved Nagaland in any 
manner. 

While pointing out that 
other political parties are 
now under the dictates of 
BJP, which professes Hin-
dutva, Therie hit out at the 
NDPP for sharing seat with 
the BJP in Nagaland.

Despite the recent 
election debacle, Therie 
expressed optimism as 
leaders and workers from 
various backgrounds, who 
were responsible in their re-
spective areas, have joined 
the party. He appreciated 
the former AAP members 
such as advocate Maong 
Ozukum, Shanglaw Kon-
yak, Akong Phom, Temjen 

Yanger from Dimapur and 
former student leader C 
Ezung for joining the Con-
gress party. Therie con-
gratulated the new mem-
bers on their decision and 
expressed confidence that 
together the party would 
bring about change in the 
state.

Asserting that Congress 
has decided to fight all elec-
tions henceforth, Therie 
has sounded an urgent 
need to educate the people 
on the relevance and im-
portance of the Congress’ 
ideologies. 

Also addressing the 
programme, Akavi N Zhi-
momi, former AAP candi-
date from Ghaspani-I who 
joined the Congress along 
with colleagues and work-
ers from various wings and 
districts, said he was hon-
oured to be welcomed into 
the Congress fold. While 
clarifying that he has no 

issue against the AAP or its 
central leadership, Akavi 
asserted that in the context 
of Nagaland, Congress is 
the right party giving the 
right platform to address 
the issues confronting the 
Nagas as well as minorities. 
He stated that all individu-
als have voluntarily joined 
the Congress after consid-
ering the issues, policies 
and programmes of various 
political platforms.

He added that more 
members will be joining 
the Congress party in the 
near future and assured 
their best services to the 
people through the Con-
gress’ ideologies and prin-
ciples. Also stating that the 
BJP is not an option for 
right thinking Nagas, he 
called for renewed sup-
port of the Congress which 
stands on the principles of 
secularism, equality and 
democracy to preserve 

democracy and maintain 
secularism in the nation. 

Stating that the contin-
ued suffering of the public 
due to non settlement of 
the Naga political issue is 
taking its toll, he expressed 
confidence that the Con-
gress can deliver given the 
opportunity. Also stressing 
that younger generations 
have hope on the state 
leaderships as well as on 
the Congress national pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi, he as-
sured the commitment of 
the new members to work 
together to strengthen the 
INC.

NPCC general secre-
tary, Capt. GK Zhimomi, 
said Gandhi’s ideals and 
philosophy are still relevant 
for the nation as well as the 
world. Terming Swacch 
Bharat as a good initiative 
towards cleanliness, he 
has advocated a need for a 
deeper cleanliness. On the 
occasion, he called upon 
the gathering to rededicate 
to try and live by the ideas 
and teachings of the Ma-
hatma in political life.

He called upon the 
gathering to join hands 
firmly in the fight to up-
hold secularism and to give 
their best to make Congress 
shine in Nagaland again.

NPCC secretar y W 
Akum Yimchunger, and the 
president of DCC Dimapur 
A Bendangyanger Ao also 
exhorted the members.

tion under the act. 
She stated that the ob-

ligation of the children to 
maintain his or her par-
ent extends to the needs of 
such parent either father or 
mother or both as the case 
may be, so that such parent 
may lead a normal life.
Kohima: Kohima district 

legal services authority 
(KDLSA) joined hands in 
observing International 
Day for Older Persons in 
Jotsoma village. 

After a short formal pro-
gramme at the village coun-
cil hall, KDLSA team led by 
Khesheli Chishi, principal 
district and session judge 

of Kohima and KDLSA 
chairperson, undertook 
door-to-door visit to about 
45 older people. The team 
disseminated information 
on NSLSA scheme, helped 
in household chores and 
distributing light blankets.
Mokokchung: Mokokchung 
district legal services au-

thority (MDLSA) organised 
a programme in collabora-
tion with the grandparents 
of The Tree House Schools 
student where around 50 
people participated. I Im-
kong Jamir, retainer lawyer, 
spoke on the rights and 
privileges of senior citizens. 
Additional SP of Mokok-
chung also attended as a 
special guest. 

In another programme 
organised by Alempang 
ward church, MDLSA also 
participated by highlighting 
about legal aid and the basic 
rights of old age schemes. 
Wokha: Wokha district 
legal services authority 
(WDLSA) with legal literacy 
club members observed 
the International Day of 
Older Persons by attending 
a programme organised by 
Change Initiative (NGO) at 
Wozhuro community hall. 
Meribemo Lotha, project 
assistant WDLSA, and Ren-
bonthung Tsanglao, panel 
lawyer, spoke as the resource 
persons in the programme.
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Officials from the district administration and winners of the award pose for a group photo at the 
culmination programme of the state-wide mass social work in the DC’s office, Dimapur, on October 2.

Moa Sangtam and Benjamin Yepthomi signing Memorandum of Understanding during the event at 
Midland in Dimapur.
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Ongpangkong Kaketshir Mungdang officials along with resource persons and participants from 
seventeen villages after the orientation programme on Ao language competition at Ongpangkong Salang 
on October 2.
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Kuholi Chishi speaking at the graduation-cum-foundation day 
programme in Dimapur.
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State-wide mass social work culminates Kohima police nab 4 persons

Be positive, passionate, and persevere despite all obstacles — Kuholi Chishi

BJYM and DMC sign MoU for better Dimapur

Women hoho adopts Dimapur road 

Instructions to Dimapur fair price shops

Students’ body conducts 
orientation on Ao language 

Indisen bags cleanest village award

EM Images
Advisor of rural development, Dr. Neikiesalie Kire, giving away prize 
to the best performing colony during the state-wide mass social 
work in Kohima on October 2.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 2 (EMN): To 
mark the successful com-
pletion of the four-day 
mass social work, a ‘cul-
mination programme’ for 
Kohima district was held 
at the deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall 
on Tuesday. Advisor to 
Rural Development, Dr. 
Neikiesalie Kire attended 
the event.

Kire congratulated the 
district administration 

and the Kohima town pan-
chayat members for the 
success of the mass social 
work in the district. He 
also asked them to co-
operate and team up for 
upcoming social projects 
for the benefit of Kohima.

Encouraging the gath-
ered colony panchayat 
leaders at the programme, 
the legislator asked them 
to be bold in administrat-
ing the rules deemed fit for 
their respective colonies as 

they were already empow-
ered and authorised by the 
colony people when they 
were selected to represent 
and become the voice and 
actions of the colony.

He appealed the col-
ony panchayat leaders 
to check and stop illegal 
construction of buildings 
by demarcating public 
places, especially drainage 
system. He also stressed 
on the unethical discharge 
of septic tanks by the citi-
zens adding that the col-
ony panchayat can curb 
this uncivilised action by 
checking and prohibit-
ing the septic tank outlets 
to be channelled to the 
drainage systems.

He also requested the 
district administration to 
check the illegal dumping 
of construction materials 
and leaving it unattended 
on the roadside causing 
nuisance to public as well 
as the traffic in the capital. 
He further said that unless 
some stringent actions 
were taken against the 
defaulters, people would 
continue to dump materi-
als and keep it unattended 
for weeks and sometimes 
months.

During the award cere-
mony for best performing 
colony and department 
during the mass social 
work, D-block colony 
bagged the first place fol-
lowed by upper jail colony 
and Naga Bazar colony 
respectively.

The best performing 
department went to Home 
Guards & Civil Defence 

followed by Executive En-
gineer (R&B), south divi-
sion Kohima, and Treasury 
Office, North Kohima. All 
the winners were awarded 
cash prizes and a citation 
certificate from the district 
administration.

E a r l i e r,  t h e  p r o -
gramme was chaired by 
I Changsang, EAC (dev), 
and Rajesh Soundaran-
jan, DC Kohima, gave the 
opening report on mass 
social work observed in 
the district. Vote of thanks 

was delivered by Daniel 
Angami EAC (revenue). 
Short speeches were also 
delivered by Kovi Meyase, 
KMC administrator, and 
Vekhosa Chakesang, Ko-
hima Superintendent of 
Police.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 2: Direc-
tor of Higher Education, 
Kuholi Chishi, has ex-
horted the graduating 
students of North East In-
stitute of Social Sciences 
and Research (NEISSR) 
to remain positive, pas-
sionate, and persevere 
despite all obstacles to 
become effective social 
workers.

Chishi was a special 
guest at the graduation-
cum-foundation day 
programme held at Holy 
Cross Higher Secondary 
School’s auditorium on 

October 2 in Dimapur. 
While addressing the 36 
graduating students of 
Masters in Social Work, 
Chishi said, “Accept situ-
ations as it comes to you 
because you are going to 
face them. Social work 
is a matter of sacrifice 
and you have to be com-
passionate to be a social 
worker.” 

Stating that gradu-
ation was not the end 
but just the beginning, 
the director reminded 
them that little things 
they do at present times 
will make great difference 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 2: In an at-
tempt to transform waste 
zone into a public utility 
asset, state Bharatiya Ja-
nata Yuva Morcha (BJYM), 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
with Dimapur Munici-
pal Council (DMC) and 
culminated with Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan on Oc-
tober 2 at Midland, Di-
mapur.

BJYM has assured 
to adopt the road area 
within Dimapur Club. 
BJYM president Benjamin 
Yepthomi said that they 
would personally do the 
cleaning twice a week. 
Developments such as 
putting up rostrums, 
seats and other aspects 
would be maintained in 
future, he said adding de-
tail plan is being worked 
upon.

Deputy commission-
er, Dimapur, Sushil Ku-
mar Patel, inaugurated 
the programme which 
was followed by signing 
of MoU between BJYM 
and DMC. 

Minister of health and 
family welfare, S Pang-
nyu Phom, in his speech, 
urged the gathering to 
work hard and keep the 
city clean. He was of the 
view that citizens should 
come together, unite in 
deeds and set an example 
to the other parts of the 
districts. 

He said, “Dimapur is 
the mirror of the Naga-
land,” and “let our activi-
ties be spread to the other 
parts of Nagaland.”

Ad v i s o r  o f  p ow e r 
and chairman Dimapur 
DPDB, Tovihoto Ayemi, 
in his short speech, said 
Dimapur has undergone 

lot of changes in the past 
four years particularly 
in the cleanliness pro-
gramme. In order to 
continue the trend, he 
said, “one should make 
it a point to take the mis-
sion as a lifestyle because 
cleanliness is service.” 

“It’s time we come to-
gether as one, come out 
and spread the message 
to keep our environment 
clean,” the advisor im-
plored and added that 
if one have clean envi-
ronment than one is liv-
ing a healthy life. He has 
sought more efforts to 
clean the city and make 
it a better place to live in.

DMC administrator, 
Moa Sangtam, informed 
that Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty was the first party to 
join in “Better Dimapur” 
project. He lauded BJYM’s 
effort to adopt the place 

With the culmination of 
state-wide mass social 
work. Indisen was award-
ed for the cleanest vil-
lage in Dimapur district, 
while Duncan Bosti and 
Kuda village B khel were 
awarded the second and 
third prizes. Winners were 
awarded cash prizes dur-
ing the programme held 
in the office of the deputy 
commissioner on Octo-
ber 2.

As part of the state-
wide mass social work, 
Dimapur district led by 
the district administration 
successfully conducted 

cleanliness drive from 
September 29 to October 
2.

Speaking at the culmi-
nation programme, DC 
Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel, remarked that con-
ducting the mass social 
work in Dimapur was 
more like a celebration 
and a wonderful experi-
ence to see people from 
different communities 
and different walks of life 
coming together for a sin-
gle cause and further ap-
pealed the people to make 
it as a continuous process. 

He acknowledged the 

youth, chairmen, NGOs 
and all the individuals 
from different colonies for 
their active participation 
in the social work. 

The DC also appreci-
ated the various depart-
ments and individuals 
who have provided ma-
chineries during the clean-
liness drive.

The programme was 
chaired by EAC Dimapur, 
Tsidi, while the invocation 
prayer was pronounced 
by Lima, youth evangelist, 
and ADC, Dimapur, Albert 
Ezung, proposed the vote 
of thanks. 

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
One employee of four lane 
construction, who report-
edly fled with an amount 
of INR 25 lakh has been 
arrested from Andhra 
Pradesh and brought to 
Kohima for further inves-
tigation.

The employee was ar-
rested against a written 
complaint received on 
May 31 last from the NH-
29 construction authority 
to the effect that he had 
cheated and misappropri-
ated construction materi-
als to the tune of INR 25 
lakhs. 

A police report issued 
by Additional Superin-
tendent of Police & PRO 
stated that police had 
taken up the investiga-
tion following registering 
a regular case at Sechü 
(Zubza) police station. It 
stated that in course of in-
vestigation, assistance was 
sought from the local po-
lice of Guduru Rural Police 
Station, Andhra Pradesh, 
as the native village of the 
accused person falls under 
the jurisdiction of the said 
police station and also en-
gaged sources to ascertain 
his whereabouts.

Having received inputs 
from sources that he is on 
a visit to his village to at-
tend the celebration of a 
festival, a three member 
team of Kohima police 
left for Andhra Pradesh 
and arrested the accused 
person on September 28 
with the assistance of local 
police.

The accused was iden-
tified as Kovvuru Nagaraju, 
an engineer cum account-

ant under the four lane 
construction project and 
son of Kovvuru Venkata 
Subbayya of Harijanawa-
da Vinduru village under 
Nellore district, Andhra 
Pradesh. 

The accused person 
has been brought to Ko-
hima for further investiga-
tion of the case, it stated.

On September 30, Ko-
hima police special duty 
personnel from South 
Police Station recovered 
a total of eight cases of 
IMFL comprising of two 
cases of Kingfisher Can 
Beer and six cases of Mc 
Rum from a store located 
at South Point Market, Ko-
hima, while conducting 
raids at suspected liquor 
joints. 

One person identified 
as Khriebu Angami (29), 
a resident of Dzuvuru, 
Kohima, was arrested 
for possession of illegal 
IMFL and a regular case 
under the NLTP Act was 
registered against him for 
further investigation, the 
statement said.

In another incident, 
Kohima police during rou-
tine MVCP at Para Medical 
junction, intercepted one 
Hyndai 120 car bearing 
Registration No. DL-8C 
AR/5280 and recovered of 
IMFL on October 1.

Police team recovered 
eight cases of beer and 
four cases of Mc Rum from 
the occupants identified 
as D Khosu @ Abraham 
(30), son of D Dahru of La-
khamai village in Senapati, 
and SP Solomi (40), wife of 
Longne of Oinam village in 
Senapati, Manipur. 

and was hopeful for bet-
ter community participa-
tion in future. 

C o - o r d i n a t o r  o f 
Swacch Bharat, Khevishe 
Achumi, expressed grati-
tude to the district ad-
ministration for allow-
ing them to adopt the 
road. He hoped that if 
such trend continues, 
Dimapur will be a bet-
ter place than ever. “Al-
though we are lacking in 
many ways, let this be 
a starting point to grow 
ahead of others,” he said. 

Chairman of Living-
stone Foundation Higher 
Secondary School, An-
drew Ahoto, had suggest-

ed a few ways to tackle the 
menace of wastes.  He was 
of the view that Dimapur 
administration should lay 
down stringent rules such 
as imposing heavy fines 
to all those citizens who 
are found dirtying the 
vicinity. Further, he added 
that student unions and 
bodies could be the polic-
ing factor by inspecting 
the area.

Representatives from 
Jain Samaj, Bengali Sa-
maj, Sikh Samaj, Rotary 
Club, Muslim Council, 
Vivekananda Welfare As-
sociation, Team Clean 
Dimapur, and others also 
attended the event. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 2: Naga 
Women Hoho Dimapur 
(NWHD) has adopted 
road for its upkeep stretch-
ing from Plaza point (Holy 
Cross Higher Secondary 
School Junction) to Clock 
Tower with the signing of 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) on October 2. 

N W H D  p re s i d e n t 
Sungsabeni Jamio firmly 
said the hoho is concern 
and focusing to end plas-
tic menace. This was re-
flected in action, when the 
participants were served 
refreshment free from us-
ing any plastic cups and 
plates. She also sought 
supports and cooperation 
from shop owners to make 
the adoption programme 
successful.

She added that inspec-
tion on the adopted area 
would be conducted on 
regular basis. 

DMC administrator, 

Moa Sangtam, said the 
MoU would be effective 
from October 2 and con-
tinue for a year. The main 
focus of the work will be 
on “beautification and 
cleanliness” of the road, he 
said and requested shop-
keepers and owners within 
the designated area to ex-
tend all possible support 
to the team.

The administrator 
thanked the hoho for join-
ing the administration’s 
initiative of the ‘Better Di-
mapur,’ adding that the 
project is now one year 
and four months old. Fur-
ther, he said that elderly 
women turning up for a 
better Dimapur is an en-
couragement to younger 
generation and example 
to all. He concluded with 
the assurance “we will not 
let you down.”

The signing of the 
MoU was followed with 
a mass social work at the 
demarcated adoption 
area.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): Directorate of 
food and civil supplies has directed all 
the fair price shops (urban/ rural) under 
Dimapur district to open their respective 
shops every Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day from 9 am to 2 pm.

Assistant director, N Jamonger Ao, 
stated that eligible beneficiaries under 
National Food Security Act 2013 should 
not be deprived of their allotted quota of 
essential commodities due to non- seed-
ing/ non-enrolment of Aadhaar to their 
ration cards.

He has also directed all fair price 
shops to clearly display the rate of the 
commodities in a prominent place inside 
the shop.

He has also directed all eligible ben-
eficiaries under National Food Security 
Act 2013 to furnish proof of possession 
of Aadaar number. He also stated that 
beneficiaries can produce Pan Card, Driv-
ing License, bank pass book, government 
issued identity cards, voters epic card, 
electricity bills as alternative while their 
Aadhaar is under process.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 2 (EMN): In its efforts 
to promote Ao language, Ongpangkong 
Students’ Conference (OKM) conducted 
an orientation on Ao language competi-
tion at Ongpangkong Salang, Mokokc-
hung, on October 02.

OKM, one of the active students’ 
organisations in Mokokchung, has been 
organising various competitions for the 
past few years to promote and preserve 
Ao language. The competitions were held 
among high school students of seventeen 
villages that fall under the Ongpangkong 
range.

The competition will be held in vari-
ous phases for the next three years and 
the final competition would culminate 
during the 39th OKM general conferences 
scheduled in Kubza village. Limasenla 
Jamir will be the moderator during the 

various phases of competitions, while the 
judges are Sashimeren Jamir, Chubarenla, 
and Yimzanglula.

Resource person were I Temjen Tzudir, 
secretary of Ao Senden Literature Board 
(ASLB), and Dr Lanurenla, assistant pro-
fessor of Fazl Ali College. Standardisation 
of Ao spelling and skill as well as methods 
for writing poetry and short stories were 
the two topics discussed by the two re-
source persons respectively.

Earlier, OKM president, Talitemsu 
Longkumer, delivered the welcome ad-
dress, while Aso Imsong, convenor of 
OKM Ao language competition com-
mittee, gave a detailed description on 
how the competitions would be held. 
Short speeches were also delivered by C 
Angang Jamir, president of Ongpankong 
Mungdang and Imtiyapang, NSF general 
secretary.

in future. She added that 
social work was all about 
accepting obstacles and 
finding out the solutions 
to go forward in life.

The director, while 
mentioning the tradition-
al system of education 
and learning as being 
mundane and outdated, 
urged the students to be 
innovative and do things 
differently. “That’s how 
you stand out from the 
rest. You have to take one 
step further, that extra 
mile to achieve some-
thing,” Chishi said.

Vice-chancellor of 

Nagaland University, RC 
Gupta, who was also a 
special guest, asserted 
that the pillars of social 
work are service, social 
justice, and integrity, 
adding tolerance is a trait 
required to be a commit-
ted social worker.

Stating that being 
a social worker was all 
about accepting and em-
powering people, Gupta 
told the 36 graduating 
students, “If you know 
what really is social work, 
by tomorrow you can 
work anywhere in the 
world.”  

Rev. Dr. James Thop-
pil, Bishop of Kohima 
Diocese, was present at 
the event during which 
he urged the students to 
be the agents from whom 
the changes would begin. 
“Through your action, 
effort, and commitment, 
you can be the one to 
begin little changes,” the 
Bishop said.

Thoppil urged the 
students to translate their 
learning into action as 
they reach out to the so-
ciety and be the change 
that they were taught to 
be.

Chishi  and Gupta 
gave away the certificates 
to the 36 graduating stu-
dents.

NEISSR is the first 
MSW College in Nagaland 
initiated by the Catholic 
Church and affiliated to 
Nagaland University. 

The college was of-
ficially inaugurated on 
October 8, 2014, in Di-
mapur. The college offers 
specialisation on youth 
development, peace and 
conflict transformation 
studies, and community 
development, among 
others.
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Assam CM hoists third tallest national flagpole on Gandhi Jayanti
Manipur, Aruanachal pay tribute to Mahatma Gandhi 

180 butterfly species recorded in Arunachal district

Bru leaders to ask govt. for resumption of repatriationPolitics is not to create division but bring inclusive 
development and harmony — Manipur CM 

CPI-M mouthpiece shut in Tripura, BJP blamed 

Guwahati, Oct. 2 (PTI): As-
sam Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal Tuesday 
hoisted a 319.5 feet tall Na-
tional Flag, the third tallest 
in the country on the 149th 
birth anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi.

The 319.5 feet flag pole 
at the Gandhi Mandap in 
Guwahati is the tallest in 
the country with respect to 
average elevation of the city, 
an official release said

Considering only the 
height of the flag pole, it 
is the third tallest in the 
country after the ones at 
Attari Border (360 feet) and 
Pimpri Chinchwad Bhakti 
Shakti Chawk in Pune (351 
feet), it said.

It cost the exchequer 
INR 2.92 crore.

Sonowal dedicating the 
flag to the people told the 
gathering that Gandhiji’s 
philosophy of non-violence, 
cleanliness, untouchability 
is still relevant not only in 
India but outside the coun-
try too.

“Even the greats like 
Nelson Mandela, Martin 
Luther King followed Gan-

Assam CM Sarbananda Sonowal hoists the third tallest national flagpole in Guwahati

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1955SUD0KU 1795
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Anagram of “Nose”
 5. A card with just one symbol
 8. Assist
 12. Abominable snowman
 13. Grownup
 15. A Hawaiian feast
 16. Send forth
 17. A line in a poem
 18. Formerly
 19. A video about factual events
 22. A potent estrogen
 23. Local Area Network
 24. Secure
 26. Son of Daedalus (Greek mythology)
 29. Stitching
 31. Fuss
 32. Wampum
 34. Relating to the nose
 6. Tear
 8. Ice pinnacle
 40. A carry bag
 41. A woman of refinement
 43. Debate
 45. Encountered
 46. Detector
 48. Drank slowly
 50. Require
 51. ___ de Janeiro, Brazil
 52. N N N N
 54. Making smaller
 61. Bucket
 63. Dissolute men in fashionable 

society
 64. Be an alcoholic
 65. Sea eagle
 66. Smooths with abrasive paper
 67. Female sheep
 68. Boundary
 69. Possesses
 70. Tirade 

 DOWN
 1. Looked at
 2. Jules Verne’s captain

 3. Relating to the ear
 4. An ancient deep urn or 

bucket
 5. City in Yemen
 6. Terse or rude
 7. “Born Free” lionness
 8. Beer
 9. Onerous
 10. Lack of difficulty
 11. Tongue-clicking sounds
 13. Streets 
 14. Brief and to the point
 20. The Red Planet
 21. Indicates boredom or 

fatigue
 25. Decree
 26. Concepts
 27. Changing from a vapor to 

a liquid
 28. Curse
 29. Unforeseen obstacles
 30. Confined
 31. A superior limb
 33. Arranger (abbrev.)
 35. Permit
 37. Citizen of Denmark
 39. Medieval body armor
 42. Millisecond

 44. Heroic
 47. Smells
 49. One who creates ceramic 

items
 52. Sword
 53. An ancient aromatic 

ointment
 55. Built an ark
 56. Albacore
 57. Communists (slang)
 58. Mid-western state
 59. Not closed
 60. Where a bird lives
 62. Away from the wind

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1794

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1954

dhiji’s philosophy to serve 
humanity

Gandhiji was a great 
humanist and nationalist. 
Installing the tallest Na-
tional Flag in the state was 
motivated by Gandhiji’s 
principle of nationalism,” 
he said.

The National Flag in-
stallation project was con-
ceived by Sonowal and he 
had asked the department 
of industries and commerce 
to implement it. Guwahati 
Smart City Ltd was entrust-
ed with the task of preparing 
the project document and 

supervising the work, of-
ficials said.

“The total project cost 
is INR 2.92 crore, which 
includes operations and 
maintenance for a period 
of one year,” the release 
said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 2 (EMN): Ma-
nipur state on Tuesday paid 
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi 
on his 149th birth anni-
versary with Governor Dr. 
Najma Heptulla and Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh of-
fering floral tribute to the 
Father of the Nation at the 
Gandhi Memorial hall in 
Imphal.

Speaking at the state-
level observation pro-
gramme, the governor 
said the young generation 
should try to imbibe the 
virtues of tolerance and hu-
manism from the teachings 
of Gandhi.

“For Gandhiji, politi-
cal independence of India 
was not the end. It was the 
beginning of a real freedom 
i.e. economic freedom of 
the country,” she said.

The chief minister ap-
preciated the efforts of 
government officials and 
schools authorities for car-
rying out cleanliness drive 
regularly in their premises.

Citing the bandh called 
by police constables, he 
said that the case is still 
at the High Court so the 
government can’t act on it 
unless it is disposed. He ap-
pealed the people to refrain 
from initiating bandhs and 
blockades.

“Manipur could be the 
number one state in the 
country if we build up a pro-
ductive work culture and 
refrain from bandhs, strikes 
and blockades in the state,” 
he asserted. 

Regarding the ongo-
ing situation in Manipur 
University, the chief minis-
ter informed that talk is in 
process to restore normalcy 
in the university. He also 
urged the people to sup-
port and co-operate with 
the government to resolve 
the crisis.

National Cleanliness 
Day was observed by vari-
ous organisations at differ-
ent locations in the state.

Manipur Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (MPCC) 

also observed the National 
Cleanliness Day at Con-
gress Bhavan with MPCC 
President TN Haokip, CLP 
leader and former CM O 
Ibobi and others. Speak-
ing to reporters, Ibobi said 
cleanliness is next to god 
according to Gandhiji, so 
every citizen should do the 
needful to realise his dream 
of cleanliness.

Meanwhile, Governor 
Dr. Najma Heptulla handed 
over the certificate of Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) Ma-
nipur to Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh. Thus, Manipur 
become the 23rd ODF state 
in India and 5th ODF state 
in NE India.  The governor 
also handed over the best 
‘Swachhgrahi’ to seven indi-
viduals for their selfless and 
outstanding contribution 
in organising Information, 
Education and Communi-
cation (IEC) campaign on 
sanitation and safe drinking 
water.
Arunachal Pradesh: Aru-
nachal  Pradesh Chief 

Minister Pema Khandu on 
Tuesday paid floral trib-
utes to Mahatma Gan-
dhi on his 149th birth an-
niversary here and also 
took part in a cleanliness 
drive organised to mark 
the event.

 The chief minister 
flagged off 11 trucks of the 
Itanagar Municipal Corpo-
ration (IMC) that would add 
to the garbage collection 
fleet of vehicles.

Khandu congratulated 
the IMC for procuring new 
vehicles and told the cor-
poration to carry out the 
work of garbage collection 
diligently.

He said the motto of 
keeping Itanagar clean and 
green should be followed 
with full sincerity and dedi-
cation.

The event was organ-
ized by the capital district 
administration, along with 
IMC and Urban Develop-
ment & Housing depart-
ment, an official release 
said.

Itanagar, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
Around 180 species of but-
terflies were recorded in 
Seijosa area of Arunachal 
Pradesh’s East Kameng 
district during an annual 
event that encourages re-
search and conservation 
of the colourful insects, 
officials said.

Important species of 
butterflies, including the 
‘Creteus Cyrina’, ‘Arhopala 
Oenea’ and ‘Chersonesia 
Intermedia’ were recorded 
at the three-day North East 
Butterfly Meet that con-
cluded on Monday, they 
said.

The fifth edition of the 
event, organised by the But-
terflies of Northeast India 
Group, was held at the Pa-
kke Wildlife Sanctuary and 

Aizawl, Oct. 2 (PTI):  A day after all 
aids for Bru refugees in Tripura camps 
were discontinued, their leaders on 
Tuesday said they would soon ap-
peal to the authorities to resume the 
repatriation that had concluded on 
September 25.

After only 40 of the 5,407 Bru 
refugee families returned to Mizoram 
during the stipulated one month of 
repatriation, the authorities discon-
tinued all kinds of subsistence allow-
ances, including ration supplies and 
cash dole to them on Monday.

The Centre had earlier warned 
that assistance doled out to them 
would be stopped from October 1 and 
the camps 

The Mizoram Bru Displaced Peo-
ple’s Forum (MBDPF), the apex body 
of the inmates of six Bru relief camps 
in North Tripura district, held a meet-
ing on the issue on Monday.

The people were informed that 
the MBDPF would soon submit a 

memorandum to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs and Mizoram and 
Tripura governments asking for re-
sumption of the repatriation process, 
MBDPF general secretary Bruno 
Msha said. The Forum also intended 
to appeal for resuming the doles, 
including food grain and cash to the 
inmates, Msha told PTI over phone 
from Naisingpara relief camp.

“There were people who were yet 
to open bank accounts as required ac-
cording to the July three agreement,” 
he said. An agreement was inked on 
July 3 between Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh, chief ministers of Mi-
zoram and Tripura and MBDPF chief 
A Sawibunga in Delhi.

The agreement stipulated that 
INR 4 lakh for each repatriated Bru 
family be deposited to the bank ac-
count of the head of the family which 
would mature after three years and 
payment of INR 1.5 lakh would be 
made for housing assistance.

Each repatriated Bru family would 
be given INR 5,000 through Direct 
Benefit Transfer every month and free 
ration for two years.

Thousands of Brus had been 
lodged in the Tripura relief camps 
since late 1997 in the wake of com-
munal tension triggered by the bru-
tal killing of Lalzawmliana, a forest 
guard, in the Dampa Tiger Reserve 
on October 21, 1997 by Bru National 
Liberation Front (BNLF) militants.

The first attempt to repatriate 
them in November 2009 not only 
failed but triggered another exodus 
after Bru militants gunned down a 
youth at Bungthuam village, three 
days before the commencement of 
the repatriation process.

Though some Bru families had re-
turned to Mizoram during a number 
of repatriation processes and on their 
own will many of them continued to 
refuse to leave Tripura despite many 
attempts by the government.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 2 (EMN): Poli-
tics is not to create division 
and to break the cordial 
relationship among various 
communities but to bring 
inclusive development and 
harmony in the state, said 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh.

Stating that the state 
government is commit-
ted to delivering good gov-
ernance at the grassroots, 
the chief minister said that 
his government is action-
oriented and has initiated 
various practical activities 

and the people would wit-
ness visible changes soon.  
He also said that the present 
government would give its 
priority to uplift the minori-
ties and weaker sections of 
the society.

Singh was speaking at 
the All Manipur Muslims 
(Meitei Pangal) Welfare As-
sociation’s (AMPWA) silver 
jubilee celebration here in 
Imphal on Tuesday Octo-
ber 2.

Mentioning that various 
welfare schemes have been 
initiated for the welfare of 
the people and inclusive 

development in the state, he 
said the government does 
not discriminate anyone on 
the basis of religion, caste, 
and community. 

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi launched a 
healthcare scheme “Prad-
han Mantri Jan Arogya Yo-
jana- Ayushman Bharat,” 
said the chief minister. Such 
scheme would provide 
health assurance to around 
50 crore Indians who are 
enlisted in SECC 2011 data, 
who will be given up to INR 
5 lakh per year, he added.

The government also 

announced that a sum of 
I NR 2 crore has been ear-
marked in the state budg-
et for the construction of 
women’s market at Lilong 
besides constructing model 
schools in minority-con-
centrated areas of the state 
apart from ‘Sadbhavana 
Mandap.’ 

A website of the AM-
PWA and scheme for skill 
development programme 
for youths and widows were 
launched during the func-
tion. A souvenir titled “AM-
PWA: The Journey of 25 
years” was also released. 

Agartala, Oct. 2 (IANS): A 
40-year-old CPI-M news-
paper in Tripura, “Daily 
Deshar Katha”, has been 
ordered to closed by the 
government on techni-
cal grounds, leading the 
Marxists to accuse the 
state’s BJP government of 
committing an “illegal” 
act.

The West Tripura Dis-
trict Magistrate passed an 
order closing down the 
Bengali daily, alleging dis-
crepancies in the change-
over of the management.

Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
leader and the newspa-
per’s founder editor Gau-
tam Das on Tuesday said 
the ruling Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) “pressurised 
the District Magistrate to 
do the illegal work as the 
newspaper was critical 
to the state government’s 
misgovernance and rul-

ing party’s undemocratic 
ways”.

The BJP denied the al-
legations.

The District Magistrate 
and Collector, Sandeep 
Mahatme, after conduct-
ing four hearings between 
September 12 and Octo-
ber 1, passed an order on 
Monday night to suspend 
publication of the news-
paper which began publi-
cation in 1978.

Das said that since 
the BJP-IPFT (Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura) 
government came to pow-
er in March, massive at-
tacks had been unleashed 
on Left leaders and cadres.

The circulation of 
“Daily Deshar Katha” fell 
to 45,000 per day, leaving 
1,000 vendors and hawk-
ers jobless.

“The BJP government 
tried to stop issue of gov-
ernment advertisements 

to the newspaper but they 
could not do so due to an 
order of the Gauhati High 
Court,” Das said.

The newspaper was 
originally owned by CPI-
M. In 2012, the owner-
ship was handed over to 
a registered society. Last 
month it was transferred 
to a newly formed trust. 

“All the procedures 
have been done and eve-
rything was conveyed to 
the Registrar of Newspa-
pers through the District 
Magistrate,” he added.

Terming the Monday 
action as a “black day” 
for the Indian media, Das 
said that even during the 
Emergency in 1975-77 no 
newspaper waas forcibly 
closed down.

“At the behest of BJP, 
the DM has done the most 
undemocratic and illegal 
act. The DM even violated 
the judicial procedure,” 

the Left leader said.
He said the manage-

ment of the newspaper 
would soon seek jus-
tice from the appropri-
ate forum. He said over 
200 journalists and non-
journalists would now 
become jobless.

BJP spokesman Mrinal 
Kanti Deb said the BJP had 
no hand in the District 
Magistrate’s action.

“ T h e  C P I - M  h a d 
hidden facts about the 
management. They have 
cheated the people. The 
DM has only curbed the 
illegality of the manage-
ment of the newspaper,” 
Deb told the media.

In New Delhi, the CPI-
M said: “This is a brazen 
attack on the freedom 
of the press. It is a sad 
day that (the daily) has 
stopped publication on 
October 2, Gandhi Jay-
anti.”

Tiger Reserve.
The meet provides a 

common platform for but-
terfly enthusiasts, wildlife 
researchers and staff of for-
est department to interact 
on butterfly diversity, dis-
tribution and conserva-

tion, and explore their rich 
diversity in the region, the 
officials said.

Around 50 participants 
from different states partici-
pated in the event, includ-
ing butterfly lovers from 
Assam, West Bengal, Tamil 

Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Haryana, Andhra Pradesh 
and Meghalaya.

“Pakke is an important 
biological hotspot and but-
terflies play a key role in 
maintaining the biological 
richness of the region,” said 
Seijosa Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) T R 
Tapu.

He also stressed on the 
necessity of establishing 
butterfly gardens in educa-
tional institutions, offices 
and households.

“We have decided to 
hold the sixth edition of the 
meet at Namdapha Nation-
al Park in Changlang district 
of Arunachal Pradesh in 
2019,” Pakke Tiger Reserve 
Divisional Forest Officer 
(DFO) Tana Tapi said.
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BUSINESS

Google’s Oct. patch brings fixes for Pixel, Pixel 2 phones

US tariffs starting to have effect 
on global economy — Lagarde

San Francisco, Oct. 2 
(IANS): Google has started 
rolling out Android’s Oc-
tober security update that 
brings with it improve-
ments for its Pixel smart-
phones with the most 
important being a fix for 
fast-charging issues that 
have been plaguing Pixel 
and Pixel XL phones since 
the release of Android 9 Pie 
OS.

“Android 9 Pie 
launched two months ago 
and is receiving its second 
update with the October 
security patch. A number 
of Google Pixel and Pixel 2 
bugs are also addressed in 
this update including one 
related to fast charging and 
Android Auto. There are 23 
issues resolved in this se-

curity patch dated October 
1, and three for October 5,” 
9to5Google reported late 
on Monday.

The patch also address-
es a fast-charging problem 
on the original Pixel de-
vices while the Pixel 2 and 

Pixel 2 XL benefit from 
improved Android Auto 
stability. 

“Vulnerabilities range 
from high to critical, with 
the most severe relating to 
the media framework and 
a remote attacker possibly 
executing arbitrary code 
through a crafted file,” the 
report added.

Android Pie is the ninth 
major update and the 16th 
version of the Android OS.

Google introduced the 
OS in August with its focus 
on “simplicity” and “intelli-
gence” in its initial release. 

Android Pie also brings 
a range of useful new fea-
tures such as adaptive bat-
tery, tweaked navigation 
and improved notifica-
tions.

Transport fuels keep rising, 
petrol in Delhi nears Rs 84/litre
New Delhi, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Transport fuel prices 
continued on the daily 
record-breaking upward 
movement on Tuesday, 
with petrol inching closer 
to Rs 84 in Delhi, having 
already crossed the Rs 91 
a litre mark in Mumbai 
the previous day.

In the national capi-
tal, petrol cost Rs 83.85 
per litre, up from Rs 83.73 
on Monday, data on the 
Indian Oil Corp website 
showed.

Petrol prices in the 
other key cities of Mum-
bai, Kolkata and Chen-
nai on Tuesday are at Rs 
91.20, Rs 85.65 and Rs 
87.18 per litre respec-
tively -- all new levels 

-- higher than the respec-
tive highs of Rs 91.08, Rs 
85.53 and Rs 87.05 on the 
previous day.

With petroleum still 
excluded from the GST re-
gime, prices vary accord-
ing to local taxes. Delhi 
has lower tax among the 
four major metros. 

The increase in trans-
port fuel rates comes 
amid surging crude oil 
prices. Currently, Brent 
crude oil is priced over 
$83 per barrel.

Sector experts also at-
tribute the high domestic 
fuel prices to the high rate 
of excise duty across the 
country.

In tandem with petrol, 
the cost of diesel also rose 

to new highs on Tuesday.
Prices of the fuel in 

Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai 
and Chennai were Rs 
75.25, Rs 77.10, Rs 79.89 
and Rs 79.57 a litre re-
spectively, up from the 
Monday’s Rs 75.09, Rs 
76.94, Rs 79.72 and Rs 
79.40 respectively.

Meanwhile, air travel 
is set to become costlier 
with oil state-run oil mar-
keters on Monday raising 
the price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), or jet fuel, 
by 7.25 per cent.

A kilolitre of ATF is 
now priced at Rs 74,177 
in Mumbai and Rs 74,567 
in Delhi. Jet fuel prices 
are revised on the first of 
every month.

Trump plans to sign new 
deal to replace NAFTA

Washington, Oct. 2 (IANS): In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) chief Christine Lagarde, 
has said the current situation of 
protectionist policies unleashed 
by the US has begun to have an 
effect on the global economy, 
slowing its growth, according to 
IMF forecasts.

“A key issue is that rhetoric 
is morphing into a new reality 
of actual trade barriers. This is 
hurting not only trade itself, but 
also investment and manufac-
turing as uncertainty continues 
to rise,” Lagarde said on Monday 
in a speech at IMF headquarters 
in Washington, Efe news report-
ed.

In addition, she warned that 
if current trade disputes esca-
late “further, they could deliver 
a shock to a broader range of 
emerging and developing econ-

omies.”
The IMF in July projected 

world economic growth of 3.9 
per cent for 2018 and 2019, al-
though Lagarde said that the 
next forecast -- to be announced 
in Bali, Indonesia, during the 
October 8-14 annual IMG and 
World Bank assembly -- would 
be “less bright”.

However, the IMF Managing 
Director emphasised that global 
economic growth remains “at its 
highest level since 2011,” when 
the nations of the world began 
recovering from the economic 
crisis, and she hailed the fact 
that the unemployment figures 
are falling “in most countries”.

Despite this growth context, 
Lagarde warned that the world’s 
main economy, the US, in the fu-
ture could suffer adverse effects 
from the tax reform approved 
last December by President 
Donald Trump.

“For now, the US is growing 
strongly, supported by a procy-
clical fiscal expansion and still 
easy financial conditions - which 
can become a risk in a maturing 
business cycle,” she said.

The IMF chief said that in 
other advanced economies, in-

cluding those in the Euro Zone 
and, to a lesser degree, Japan, 
“there are signs of slowing”.

Lagarde also reviewed the 
challenges facing emerging mar-
kets and low-income nations, 
including Latin America, the 
Middle East and Sub-Saharan 
Africa.

Many of these economies are 
“facing pressures from a strong-
er US dollar and a tightening 
of financial market conditions. 
Some of them are now facing 
capital outflows,” she said.

To try and deal with this un-
stable situation, Lagarde said 
that the rules of the global trade 
system must be strengthened 
via the prevention of abuses by 
countries in dominant positions 
and by improving the imple-
mentation of intellectual prop-
erty rights.

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri. H. BUKCHEI PHOM age about 75 years, S/o Late. HINDOK 
PHOM, resident of Diphupar ‘B’ Dimapur Nagaland do hereby solemnly 
affirm and declare as under:
1. That my daughter Miss. NYEIE LEINAK PHOM received loan of 

Rs. 1,50,000/- from NIDC Ltd, Dimapur, Nagaland and i mortgaged 
my land covered by Patta No.367 at Diphupar ‘B’ (N.C. Area), Dimapur 
by Deed of mortgaged, Regd. Vide No.509/14 dated 08/02/2014. 
However, the loan has been liquidated and the Financer has returned 
Jamabandi of my said land with Loan Clearance Certificate dated 
12 June 2018, as such my said land is free from all encumbrances.

I further verify that the above statement made in this affidavit is 
true to the best of my knowledge and belief and no part of it is false.

Deponent
Sworn before me by the deponent on the 1 day of October 2018 at 
Dimapur.

Neivotsolie Mich
NOTARY PUBLICD-6063

Registration No.202/2018 Date: 1.10.2018

OFFICE OF THE
NAGALAND SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

ACKNOWLEGEMENT
The Nagaland Senior Citizens Association take this 

privilege to sincerely appreciate and acknowledge the 
noble work of homage and favour to NSCA for attending 
the function of IDOP jointly organized by the Department 
of Social Welfare and the Nagaland Senior Citizens 
Association on 1st Oct, 2018 at Hotel Japfu Kohima by 
Dr. Neikesalie Nicky Kire, Hon’ble Advisor, R.D. Nagaland, 
Kohima.

The NSCA also feel grateful and honour to have such 
a loving and concerned leader in our “Nagaland For Christ 
State” for the elders through whom the State was born. 
We are also grateful to the Hon’ble Advisor for giving 
financial assistance to NSCA including offering of Rs. 500 
each as IDOP token present to all the elders who attended 
the function.

We further wish him good health, longevity and 
glorious service to our people through God’s wisdom and 
inspiration. 

 Sd/-
 Dr. S.I. Tushi Ao S. GHUNAKHA SWU 
 President General Secretary
 NSCA, Kohima NSCA, Kohima
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ADMISSION  
 

Class 10 Repeaters & selection passed students in all subjects . 
Class 12 Repeaters (Arts) in all subjects.. 
1.   NPSC, UPSC (Prelims-2018-19) SSC and other competitive  exams. 
2.  Montessori Teacher’s Training (PERI) 3.  Spoken English 
4.  Computer course (DCA, DTP) 5.   Stenography & Typewriting        
6.  Cutting & Tailoring 7.   Embroidery 8.  Knitting      

Contact Capital Training Institute & Coaching Centre 
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Washington, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
US President Donald 
Trump has said he plans 
to sign a new trade deal 
with Mexico and Canada 
by the end of November to 
replace the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA).

“It’s my great hon-
our to announce that 
we have successfully 
completed negotiations 
on a brand new deal to 
terminate and replace 
NAFTA... with an incred-
ible new US-Mexico-
Canada agreement called 
USMCA,” Trump said on 
Monday at an event at 
the White House to cele-
brate the new trade deal, 
Xinhua reported. 

“I plan to sign the 
agreement by the end of 
November. I then will sub-
mit it for approval to Con-
gress, where, in theory, 
there should be no trou-
ble,” he said.

Talks on re-negotiating 
the NAFTA began in Au-
gust 2017 as Trump threat-
ened to withdraw from the 
trilateral trade deal and 
claimed that it harmed US 
industries and jobs.

The US and Mexico 
struck a preliminary 
agreement to update the 
24-year-old NAFTA by late 
August. Then US and Ca-
nadian negotiators made 
the final push this week-
end to reach an agreement 
before a midnight Sunday 
deadline, allowing leaders 
from the three countries 
to sign the new trade pact 
by late November. 

The Office of the US 
Trade Representative on 
Sunday night released 
the full legal text of the 

new “US-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement,” which in-
cludes more than 30 chap-
ters such as market access 
for goods, agriculture, 
rules of origin, trade rem-
edies, financial services, 
digital trade, and dispute 
settlement. 

Now the trade agree-
ment needs to be reviewed 
and approved by lawmak-
ers from the three coun-
tries. But the US Congress 
is not likely to have a vote 
on the trade pact until 
next year, according to 
media reports. 

“Congress won’t vote 
on the agreement until 
next year, because it still 
has a number of proce-
dural hurdles to clear 
under Trade Promotion 
Authority legislation, in-
cluding an analysis by the 
US International Trade 
Commission,” Politico, a 
US political website, re-
ported on Monday. 

While calling the 
agreement “the most im-
portant trade deal we’ve 

ever made by far,” Trump 
said he’s “not at all confi-
dent” that Congress will 
approve the deal. 

“They (Democrats) 
might be willing to throw 
one of the great deals for 
people and the workers. 
They may be willing to do 
that for political purpose,” 
Trump said, adding Dem-
ocrats might not want to 
approve the revised NAF-
TA agreement as they will 
have the 2020 presidential 
race in mind.

“Any trade agreement 
proposal must be judged 
by whether it improves the 
wages, working conditions 
and well-being of Ameri-
ca’s workers and farmers,” 
House Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi said Monday 
in a statement.

“Democrats will close-
ly scrutinize the text of the 
Trump Administration’s 
NAFTA proposal, and look 
forward to further analy-
ses and conversations 
with stakeholders,” she 
said. 

Donald Trump

Upcoming 
LG V40 to 
let users 
mix photo, 
video
San Francisco, Oct. 2 
(IANS): All set to take the 
wraps off its new LG V40 
ThinQ later this week, LG 
Electronics Inc on Tues-
day said its new flagship 
smartphone will allow 
users to create content 
combining photos and 
videos.

The company said 
the “Magic” Photo fea-
ture will allow users to 
select a certain area of a 
photo and add video to 
it, helping them to share 
the finished images on 
social media, Yonhap 
news agency reported.

“This feature can be 
used to make images 
which can’t be seen in 
real life,” the company 
said.

LG Electronics earlier 
said its survey showed 
that cameras and social 
media apps are the most 
frequently used features 
on smartphones.

The company al-
ready said the upcom-
ing smartphone will 
come with a whopping 
five cameras, including 
standard, wide-angle 
and telephoto lenses on 
the back.

The South Korean 
tech giant plans to un-
veil the V40 smartphone 
on Thursday.

New York, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
US stocks ended mixed 
after the news that the 
US, Canada and Mexico 
have reached a new free 
trade deal to replace the 
North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAF-
TA).

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average on Monday 
rose 192.90 points, or 0.73 
per cent, to 26,651.21. The 
S&P 500 increased 10.61 
points, or 0.36 per cent, 
to 2,924.59, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

The Nasdaq Compos-
ite Index decreased 9.05 
points, or 0.11 per cent, to 
8,037.30. 

Shares of Ford and 
General Motors both 

jumped more than 1 per 
cent following the news. 
Trade-sensitive stocks 
Boeing closed 2.79 per 
cent higher.

Canada and the US 
reached an agreement, 
alongside Mexico a new 
free trade deal, called 
the US-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA), 
according to a joint 
statement from US and 
Canada on Sunday. The 
USMCA will replace the 
24-year-old NAFTA.

Market sentiment was 
bolstered as investors ex-
pected the new accord 
would help remove un-
certainties, experts noted. 

Tesla shares surged 
more than 17 per cent at 

market closing after CEO 
Elon Musk made a settle-
ment with the Securities 
and Exchange Commis-
sion over his recent abort-
ed bid to take the firm 
private.

Facebook and In-
tel stocks both declined 
more than 1 per cent, 
weighing on the Nasdaq.

On the economic 
front, the US Institute for 
Supply Management re-
ported on Monday that 
the country’s Manufac-
turing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) regis-
tered 59.8 in September, 
a decrease of 1.5 from the 
August rate. The reading 
missed market consen-
sus. 

San Francisco, Oct. 2 
(IANS): Amazon.com on 
Tuesday said it was raising 
the minimum wage for all 
its US employees to $15 
an hour, starting from No-
vember 1.

The move comes after 
the company faced criti-
cism about the pay and 
benefits for its warehouse 
workers. 

The new minimum 
wage will cover more than 
2,50,000 current employ-
ees and 1,00,000 seasonal 
holiday employees. 

The tech giant said it 

will also start lobbying for 
an increase in the federal 
minimum wage, currently 
at $7.25 an hour, Efe news 
reported. 

“We listened to our 
critics, thought hard about 
what we wanted to do, and 
decided we want to lead,” 
Jeff Bezos, Chief Executive, 
Amazon, said in a state-
ment. “We’re excited about 
this change and encourage 
our competitors and other 
large employers to join us.” 

Amazon’s sheer size 
and market dominance -- 
it recently became the sec-

ond US company to notch 
a market value of $1 trillion 
-- has made it a favoured 
corporate target of politi-
cians on the left and right.

The company has been 
criticised over the way it 
treats its workers and how 
much it pays in taxes, as 
well as its impact on the 
broader economy and tra-
ditional retailers. 

Senator Bernie Sanders 
recently introduced a bill 
aimed at taxing big com-
panies whose employees 
rely on federal benefits to 
make ends meet. 

Seoul, Oct. 2 (IANS): Sam-
sung Electronics Co. plans 
to start sales of a silver-
coloured Galaxy Note 9 as 
early as this week, indus-
try sources said on Tues-
day, apparently to pro-
mote the device amid the 
launch of new iPhones 
and other rival products.

The new colour adds 
to the existing portfolio 
of blue, black, purple and 
copper variants. The sil-

ver edition will also be re-
leased in the US, Yonhap 
news agency reported.

Samsung has not yet 
announced the exact 
date for release in South 
Korea.

Industry watchers 
said the new version 
seems to be aimed at 
competing with LG Elec-
tronics Inc.’s V40 ThinQ, 
which will be introduced 
this week, along with Ap-

ple Inc.’s latest iPhone 
models.

In South Korea, Sam-
sung also launched a spe-
cial programme in which 
the company purchases 
used Galaxy products 
from buyers of the Galaxy 
Note 9. 

The used products 
must be operational but 
trading in them can re-
duce the cost of the latest 
phablet.

Kolkata, Oct. 2 (IANS): Coal India’s 
supplies to the power sector regis-
tered a 10 per cent growth during 
the first six months of the current 
financial year on the back of a high-
er rake loading, an official said on 
Tuesday.

“On the back of increased rake 
loading, Coal India supplied the 
thermal power plants (TPPs) of the 
country with 232.21 mt of coal dur-
ing first half of the current fiscal, 
which is 21.11 mt more coal com-
pared to same period last fiscal, the 
growth being 10 per cent. Supplies 
to TPPs were 211.10 mt during first 
half of the last fiscal,” an official said.

The average rake loading per day 
from sources of the coal behemoth 
to the power sector at 202 rakes grew 
by 9.6 per cent during April-Septem-
ber of the current fiscal compared to 

184.3 rakes for similar period a year 
ago. The increased loading in abso-
lute terms is 17.7 rakes a day.

“Despite the monsoon imped-
ing our production and coal offtake 
in the second quarter of the fis-
cal, we have been able to register a 
growth of 5.8 per cent and 4.5 per 
cent respectively in both these per-
formance parameters during July-
September 2018,” said a senior com-
pany official.

Coal production during July-
September, 2018 at 119.62 mt in-
creased by 6.58 mt in absolute terms 
compared to 113.04 mt in the similar 
quarter last year.

Coal offtake during the second 
quarter of the current fiscal at 137.34 
mt was up by 5.76 mt compared to 
131.58 mt same quarter last year.

Coal India Limited (CIL) sup-

plied 5.3 mt more coal to power 
plants during the second quarter 
of the FY’19 than it did in the same 
quarter last year. Coal supplies to 
TPPs during second quarter of the 
current fiscal were 109.4 mt against 
104.1 mt, for the comparable quar-
ter last year.

Loading from CIL sources to 
power plants during July-Septem-
ber, 2018 was 187 rakes per day 
compared to 179.7 rakes on a simi-
lar period comparison, which is 7.3 
rakes more per day. The growth in 
rake loading to power sector is 4.1 
per cent.

The company liquidated 34.34 
mt of its pit head coal stock during 
the first six months of the current 
fiscal. The stock pile stood at 21.21 
mt which was 55.55 mt at the begin-
ning of the fiscal.

US stocks end mixed amid trade deal, data Amazon raises its minimum 
wage in US to $15/hour

Samsung set to release silver 
variant of Galaxy Note 9

Coal India’s supplies to power sector 
up by 10% in April-September
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Nagaland Has a Lot 
of Cleaning to Do

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi stressed on 
cleanliness and sanitation during his maiden 
Independence Day speech from the ramparts of 
the Red Fort in 2014. It surprised many as he chose 

an unlikely topic on an occasion that his predecessors 
had used to announce big development plans. He 
announced the launch of “Clean India” (Swatch Bharat) 
campaign from October 2 starting that year, reasoning 
that Mahatma Gandhi, whose birthday falls on the same 
day, had cleanliness and sanitation close to his heart. 
He declared that the campaign would continue for four 
years as a tribute to the Father of the nation on his 150th 
birth anniversary in 2019. This was how Swatch Bharat 
Day came into existence. Whether or not the mission is 
successful, both the central and state governments have 
been carrying it forward, using the occasion to clean the 
streets and open places with the help of the public.

Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio too called for a 
four-day mass social work this year, from September 29 
to October 2, requesting the people of the state to take 
part in the campaign to restore the damage caused by 
the recent monsoon rains and landslides. People from all 
walks of life – government officials, laymen and students 
– from across the state took part in the cleanliness drive. 
The CM, who joined the public in cleaning the PHQ 
junction in Kohima, has expressed satisfaction over the 
participation of the people in the campaign. But some 
not only kept a distance from the campaign like a plague 
but also found a way to criticise -- linking it to politics 
and dubbing it as government’s duty -- though cleaning 
a dirty public place brings no harm and should be 
encouraged by all. The government should provide basic 
amenities but what if the public spit pan and throw waste 
everywhere? 

Japanese, who are known for their cleanliness, 
start learning how to keep their surroundings clean 
from an early age, including cleaning classrooms and 
bathrooms at schools. Footballs fans from the country 
hit the headlines every time their national team play as 
they usually stay back after the match to pick up trash in 
the stands. For them, it’s a habit and culture. People of 
Nagaland too need to inculcate such civic sense -- that 
it’s not right to litter government offices, hospitals, and 
public places with wastes. But the state is currently ranked 
in the bottom three, only behind Puducherry and Tripura 
from among the 29 states and two union territories, in a 
survey conducted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs to find out cleanliness and implementation of 
Swachhata mission in the country. This clearly tells that 
the state needs a lot of cleaning to do -- not just four days 
but 365 days a year.

Antonio Guterres. (Wikipedia)

God opposes the proud but shows favor 
to the humble. 1 Peter 5:5

Her email arrived late in a long day. In truth, 
I didn’t open it. I was working overtime to 
help a family member manage his serious 
illness. I didn’t have time, therefore, for 

social distractions.
The next morning, however, when I clicked on my 

friend’s message, I saw this question: “Can I help you in 
any way?” Feeling embarrassed, I started to answer no. 
Then I took a deep breath to pause. I noticed then that her 
question sounded familiar—if not divine.

That’s because Jesus asked it. Hearing a blind beggar 
call out to Him on the Jericho Road, Jesus stopped to 
ask this man, named Bartimaeus, a similar question. Can 
I help? Or as Jesus said: “What do you want me to do for 
you?” (Mark 10:51).

The question is stunning. It shows the Healer, Jesus, 
longs to help us. But first, we’re invited to admit needing 
Him—a humbling step. The “professional” beggar Bar-
timaeus was needy, indeed—poor, alone, and possibly 
hungry and downcast. But wanting a new life, he simply 
told Jesus his most basic need. “Rabbi,” he said, “I want 
to see.”

For a blind man, it was an honest plea. Jesus healed 
him immediately. My friend sought such honesty from 
me too. So I promised her I’d pray to understand my ba-
sic need and, more important, I’d humbly tell her. Do you 
know your basic need today? When a friend asks, tell it. 
Then take your plea even higher. Tell God.  

Lord, I am needy. I want to share my heart with You 
now. Help me to humbly receive the help  

of others also.

Amit Kapoor| IANS

Rob Goodman | Aeon

How to Bridge India’s Tech-Induced Skill Gap 

India Becoming a Fundamental Pillar of Multilateralism — UN Secretary-General
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres arrived in New Delhi on Monday and said that the UN should work with India, 
support its development plans and back its leadership in regard to climate change and the sustainable development goals.

Decorum is an Unfashionable Word But It Has a Radical Core

T
he world stands on the brink of 
the Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion, powered by a wide range of 
new technology breakthroughs 

— Artificial Intelligence, Machine 
Learning, advanced robotics, Internet of 
Things, cloud computing and 3D print-
ing — and the revolution is expected to 
result in major changes in the labour 
market globally by reducing the demand 
for middle-skilled workers doing repeti-
tive tasks, and increasing the demand 
for more highly-skilled workers and also 
low-skilled workers doing non-routine 
work. 

While many developed countries, 
such as the US, Japan and several Euro-
pean economies, are already experienc-
ing this labour market polarisation, the 
market is also hollowing out in many de-
veloping countries — although at a rate 
slower than the developed world (World 
Development Report, 2016).

In India’s case, this polarisation can 
be seen in the organised manufacturing 
sector, where the share of high-skilled 
occupations in total manufacturing 
employment increased by more than 
three percentage points, while the share 
of middle-skilled jobs decreased by 6.3 
percentage points from 1993-94 to 2011-
12. Looking at the impact of technologi-
cal progress on various manufacturing 
industries in India, capital-intensive in-
dustries -- automobile manufacturing, 
for instance -- have a greater probability 
of adopting advanced automation and 
robotic technologies, compared to the 

labor-intensive manufacturing indus-
tries such as textile, apparel, leather, and 
footwear, and paper manufacturers.

Further, in the services sector, par-
ticularly in the IT sector, e-commerce, 
banking and financial services and 
health care services, there is a huge po-
tential for automation technologies, 
which would increase the demand for 
skilled workers and reduce the demand 
for middle-skilled workers.

However, in India, over 80 percent 
of the working population is engaged 
in low-skilled jobs in the unorganised 
sector. These workers aspire to join the 
middle-skilled workforce in the organ-
ised sector to raise themselves from pov-
erty. However, the changing nature of 
work due to technology advancements 
in the organised sector prevents their 
upward mobility and any improvement 
in their incomes.

Addressing the challenges induced 
by technological advancements requires 
reforms in India’s higher education sys-
tem. The institutes of higher learning 
should redesign the course curriculum 
by understanding the key market transi-
tions amidst the technological advance-
ments. This would enable the country 
to create a workforce which could be 
placed in the positions demanded by 
the companies in the digital era and thus 
bridge the skill gap in the labour market.

However, looking at the current state 
of higher education in India, one can 
perceive that it is not just the quality of 
the system which needs to be improved, 
there is also much to be done in terms of 
the number of students enrolled in insti-

tutes of higher learning and heterogene-
ity existing in access to higher education 
based on socio-economic status, gender 
and also region. The Gross Enrollment 
Ratio (GER) in tertiary education in In-
dia is 26.9 per cent, which is lower than 
that of China (48.4 per cent), Indonesia 
(27.9 per cent) and the Philippines (35.3 
per cent), among others.

Further, the GER in India for the male 
population is 26.3 per cent and 25.4 per 
cent for females. The GER also varies 
across different social groups. For the 
Scheduled Castes it is 21.8 per cent and 
15.9 percent for the Scheduled Tribes.

There are also wide variations in the 
number of colleges for higher education 
across different states in India, with the 
lowest number of seven colleges in Bihar 
for every 0.1 million of eligible popula-
tion to 51 in Telangana and Karnataka. 
The top eight states in terms of highest 
number of colleges in India are Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Ra-
jasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh, which 
have 28 or more colleges per 0.1 million 
of the population.

The disparity in the distribution of 
the colleges is also seen across different 
districts in these states, with the top 50 
districts having about 32.6 per cent of 
the colleges.

In addition to the inequalities ex-
isting in the access to institutions for 
higher education, another issue with 
the state of higher learning in India is 
that a majority of the students are en-
rolled in undergraduate programmes, 
compared to masters and the doctoral 

programmes. Moreover, at the under-
graduate level, there is a low pass out 
rate of the students -- of the 2,90,16,350 
students enrolled, the number of pass 
outs have been 64,19,639 in 2017.

Given that the Indian system of high-
er education faces multiple challenges 
of low gross enrollment in its colleges 
and universities, with most students set-
tling on undergraduate studies, along 
with various socio-economic inequali-
ties existing in access to higher learning, 
it is imperative for the country to ad-
dress these issues.

Further, emphasis must be given on 
increasing the number of students who 
pass out of colleges/universities, along 
with increasing enrollment numbers.

The technology-induced skill gap 
which the Indian economy is facing 
across its different sectors is bound to 
increase with the given higher education 
system. The change has to be brought 
from outside the existing constructs. Im-
provement in the teaching methodology 
from the traditional lecture courses, ac-
creditation of online courses and rede-
signing the course curriculum to make 
it industry-relevant are some of the ways 
the technology-led changes in the labor 
market can be dealt with.

Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India. The views 

expressed are personal. He can 
be contacted at amit.kapoor@

competitiveness.in and tweets @
kautiliya. DeeptiMathur, senior 

researcher at large with Institute for 
Competitiveness, has contributed to the 

article

O
n his maiden visit to India as UN Secretary-
General, Antonio Guterres on Monday said 
it is impossible to build a multipolar world 
without a very relevant role of India.

He also lauded India, saying it is becoming a funda-
mental pillar of multilateralism.

“India is becoming a fundamental pillar of multilat-
eralism, and at the same time, as we want a multipolar 
world, it is impossible to build a multipolar world with-
out a very relevant role of India,” Guterres said.

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the UN 
House, Guterres said India is now becoming a global 
power and is batting for a comprehensive approach to-
wards development.

He said the UN should work with India, support its 
development plans and back its leadership in regard to 
climate change and sustainable development goals.

Guterres arrived here Monday as the head of the 
world body, and his visit coincides with the com-
mencement of events marking the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi.

The UN chief will meet the top leadership of the 
country, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and 
is likely to discuss key global issues such as climate 

change and terrorism during his three-day visit.
Ahead of his visit, the UN chief told PTI that India is 

an “important partner” of the UN in countering terror-
ism and preventing violent extremism.

Guterres also said there are plans to step up coop-
eration between the UN and India on strengthening 
capacity in combating terror financing.

During his visit, Guterres will participate in the Ma-
hatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention 
and call on Modi Tuesday.

He will also deliver a lecture at the India Habitat 
Centre on the theme, ‘Global challenges, global solu-
tions’.

On Tuesday, the UN chief will meet Lok Sabha 
speaker Sumitra Mahajan and participate in the sec-
ond re-invest and first assembly of the International 
Solar Alliance, and energy ministers meet of the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association member countries.

On October 3, Guterres will attend the ‘Champions 
of Earth’ ceremony here and meet external affairs min-
ister Sushma Swaraj.

The same day, he will visit the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar and leave for New York in the early hours of 
October 4.

Guterres had visited India in July 2016, just months 
ahead of the election for secretary-general.

Source: thewire.in

W
hat does the word ‘deco-
rum’ mean to you? Today, 
it’s likely to summon up the 
smothering niceties of a 

Victorian-era etiquette manual. Or may-
be it speaks of a kind of inauthenticity – 
the idea of presenting a different self to 
the world at different times. Worse still, 
decorum can be suggestive of manipu-
lative hypocrisy. Recall Wilfred Owen’s 
First World War poem ‘Dulce et Deco-
rum Est’: the sonorous Latin line about 
patriotic sacrifice, sounding against the 
cries of teenaged soldiers choking to 
death on mustard gas. Decorum can be 
the velvet glove around the iron fist, a re-
gressive bar to social change.

If decorous action is calm, staid and 
subdued, then people who are com-
fortable will inevitably find decorum a 
lighter burden. Meanwhile, it will weigh 
more heavily on those who are hurting, 
dispossessed and justly angry. If this ba-
sic inequity is baked into the concept, 
why not do away with decorum alto-
gether?

But things look different if we return 
to the idea’s more radical origins, in the 
Greco-Roman world. For the ancients, 
decorum was not identical with polite-
ness or good manners. It made room for 
disruptive or impassioned speech – in-
deed, the very kind of speech that today 
might be branded as lacking in deco-
rum. Historically, decorum has been a 
much richer and more challenging idea 
than its modern usage would suggest.

Cicero gives us the best sense of de-
corum’s richness. He did more than any-
one in ancient Rome to develop the con-
cept, and it sits at the heart of his ethical 
and rhetorical theory. Cicero defined 
decorum not as an inflexible code of 
conduct, but as the fit between an action 
and a moment, or between words and a 
rhetorical situation. To speak decorously 
is to say precisely what the moment de-
mands.

To be sure, Cicero acknowledges that 
decorum should be governed by sensus-
communis, ‘the sense of the commu-
nity’. He associates the capacity to meet 
the moment with the virtue of modera-
tion. But the moderation that matters 
here is a dynamic moderation, a con-

stant process of attuning and adjusting. 
Decorum is the wisdom the orator uses 
‘to adapt himself to occasions and per-
sons’. Asking whether words have deco-
rum is another way of asking what this 
circumstance and this audience call for. 
As a result, there is no decorum in the 
abstract, and scarcely any way to specify 
ahead of time which words will qualify. 
Acting with decorum is more like walk-
ing a tightrope than following an eti-
quette handbook.

So decorum is a game of high-stakes 
uncertainty. Cicero’s experience of both 
success and failure in the Forum taught 
him that remarkable speech and the 
pleasure we take in it tend to border 
on excess, ugliness and aversion. This 
might be a metaphor that’s striking 
without becoming absurd, or a long, 
periodic sentence that strains our at-
tention. Alternatively, decorum might 
require actions that are breaches of pro-
priety under normal circumstances, but 
are transmuted into appropriate ones 
under pressure.

One telling instance comes in Cic-
ero’s most important work of rhetorical 
theory, the dialogue De Oratore or On 
the Orator. One of the characters, the 
senator Marcus Antonius, is describing 
his successful defence of an old general 
on trial for maladministration. ‘I called 
forward the grieving old man, dressed 
in mourning clothes,’ Antonius recalls. 
And then, prompted ‘by deep grief and 
passion … I ripped open his tunic and 
exposed his scars.’ What would ordinar-
ily be an outrageous act of public expo-
sure becomes, at the right moment, the 
moving crux of a successful defence.

Stories such as Antonius’ have a 
kind of latent democratic power (even 
if Cicero wrote in a world in which pub-
lic speech was the exclusive province of 
high-status males). For one, thinking of 
decorum as a flexible, dynamic concept 
helps to resist uses of the term that tend 
to silence the political speech and action 
of the marginalised.

Further, retaining the concept of 
decorum gives us a language for the re-
sponsiveness involved in good political 
communication – the ability to speak 
to an audience, rather than at it. The 
decorous orator, according to Antonius, 
is someone ‘who with keen scent can 

track down the thoughts, the feelings, 
the opinions and the hopes of his fel-
low citizens and of those people whom 
he wants to persuade’. Most democratic 
citizens, I imagine, would endorse this 
kind of public empathy as a qualifica-
tion for a politician.

Of course, the concept of decorum 
can’t solve all our problems. It has even 
been argued that there is something 
amoral about it: that by concentrat-
ing on speech that is appropriate and 
adapted to the moment, we sidestep the 
search for reasonable or virtuous argu-
ments. But decorum is nonetheless a 
tool that can bring a rich and useful set 
of questions into view.

One of these questions is the mat-
ter of fit. To speak about decorum is to 
assume that a presentation that’s fitting 
in situation X is not necessarily fitting in 
situation Y. In other words, it challenges 
the notion of sincerity or authenticity, 
that one true self-presentation ought to 
hold fast in all circumstances. Speech 
need not be mannerly to have decorum, 
but it probably does need to be man-
nered – that is, characterised by artifice 
or a departure from ordinary talk.

Decorum raises another essential 
question: ‘Who is the audience?’ Cicero’s 
concept of decorum pushes us to ask 
this question for two reasons. First, the 
standard response to a failure of deco-
rum was shame; and second, the matter 
of who was entitled to judge you was a 
politically laden one. Reading Cicero’s 
letters, for instance, it’s easy to forget 
that there are often two more invisible 
parties, in addition to author and recipi-
ent: a slave taking dictation on one end, 
and a slave reading it aloud on the other. 
Those social inferiors overhear the let-
ter, but they are not, for Cicero, part of 
its audience.

An audience, then, isn’t simply the 
collection of people who happen to be 
listening. It is the group of people whose 
response carries weight – in particular, 
the weight of potential shame. On this 
measure, many contemporary politi-
cians appear especially shameless, such 
as the US president Donald Trump. His 
predecessor Barack Obama obliquely 
referred to the lamentable state of pub-
lic rhetoric in July 2018, when he cited 
‘the utter loss of shame among political 

leaders, where they’re caught in a lie and 
they just double down’.

But reducing the failings of contem-
porary rhetoric to mere shamelessness 
oversimplifies things. There are surely 
some disclosures that would indeed 
shame Trump, such as evidence that he 
is not a successful businessmen, and 
surely a restricted circle before whom 
he would feel such shame. His unique-
ness does not lie in shamelessness, then, 
but in a narrowing of the circle of listen-
ers entitled to shame him: a circle that 
excludes many, if not most, Americans. 
Arguing over Trump’s decorum, or lack 
thereof, is about asking who counts – 
who is included in, and excluded from, 
‘the sense of the community’ to which 
decorum appeals.

Invoking decorum can’t explain 
what’s wrong with this exclusion. But 
it does bring the matter into focus. Of 
all the latent democratic potentials in 
Cicero’s theory of decorum, this is the 
furthest-reaching: his insistence that 
the object before which a speaker feels 
shame is made of flesh and blood, not 
an idealised audience, an imaginary 
spectator or a transcendent norm. 
We can find that sort of transcendent 
shame, for instance, in Plato’s Phaed-
rus, where Socrates conjures up the im-
age of a hypothetical ‘man of noble and 
gentle nature’ to keep him in line while 
he speaks.

Cicero knew the Phaedrus well; his 
own characters even cite it. They are 
aristocrats and, like Cicero himself, 
probably consider ordinary people to 
be ‘scum’. Even so, their reliance on de-
corum is a vital condition for thinking 
democratically: a belief that when we 
speak, we are accountable to our listen-
ers. And when one of those characters 
confesses a fear of shame – when he 
stands up to speak and says, ‘I find my-
self turning deathly pale, and I tremble 
with my whole heart and in every limb’ 
– he isn’t afraid of falling short in his own 
eyes. He is afraid of the very real eyes 
that confront him across the rostrum.

Rob Goodman is an Andrew W 
Mellon postdoctoral researcher in 

the department of political science at 
McGill University in Montreal, Canada.

Edited by Sally Davies

DAILY
PATH

Asking for Help

BIBLE READ:  MARK 10:46–52   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

“What do you want me to do for you?”  
Jesus asked him.       
~   Mark 10:51



A tsunami devastated area in Talise beach, Palu, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia. EPA/Mast Irham
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Move forward 
with your plan of attack today, Aries. There’s 
an anxious rumble within you that’s urg-
ing you to get going with a current plan. 

You have all the facts you need, so don’t hesitate any 
longer. The power of the word is with you. You will be 
smooth, collected, and confident even in the most 
nerve-wracking situations. Words will flow off your 
tongue with ease.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Add spark to 
your life today, Taurus. It could be that things 
are getting stale and boring. If so, consider 
the possibility that you simply aren’t chal-

lenging yourself enough. Remember that you’re re-
sponsible for lighting your own fire. You have the per-
fect opportunity to get something started today, so go 
for it. Feel free to get other people to help.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): People are apt to 
try to hit you square on the head with their 
ideas and thoughts today, Gemini, so be ready 
for the onslaught of information that may 

come your way. There’s a distinct advantage to listening 
to the whole spiel before you react with your own facts 
and emotions. The problem is that you’re going to be 
tempted to argue instead of calmly resolve the matter.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Anchor your-
self in practical matters before you try to 
prove your point to others. There’s a great 
deal of primal energy rising within you to-

day and searching for some sort of outlet. Be aware of 
overextending yourself when it comes to issues of the 
mind. You may be so anxious to prove your point that 
you end up losing sight of the reality of the situation.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Don’t take no for an 
answer today, Leo. Know what you believe in 
and stick with it. There’s a distinct advantage 
to holding true to your inner nature. Don’t 

let others throw you off course with their views on how 
things should be done. Be confident and don’t worry 
about taking things over the top. There’s no such thing 
as excess today. “The more the merrier” should be your 
motto.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Be a pioneer 
thinker today, Virgo. There’s a noble courage 
in your thoughts, so don’t let this quality go 
to waste. You will be surprised at how cutting 

edge you can be when you put your mind to it. Take a 
walk by yourself and contemplate the next major move 
that you’d like to make in your life. Feel free to brain-
storm bold ways to execute this plan.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Be aggressive and 
forceful when it comes to exerting your will, 
Libra. Let others know that you won’t be a 
pushover. Your opinions are extremely im-

portant, and they need to be heard by the people who 
matter the most. Have faith that whatever you say has 
the power to come true, especially when you enlist the 
help of those around you. Opportunity lies in joining 
hands with others.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today may 
be one of those days in which you come to 
a four-way stop and no one knows whose 
turn it is. Don’t sit and wait for everyone else 

to go first, Scorpio. If you know it’s your turn, be bold 
and make your move. It wouldn’t be a bad idea to sig-
nal others that you’re going ahead. People might not be 
used to you taking such an aggressive role.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): People would 
be foolish to challenge your thinking now, Sagit-
tarius. The power behind your words is volatile, 
and you may find yourself going to extremes in 

order to get your point across. Be careful about making 
promises you can’t fulfill. It could be that you’re so ada-
mant about your point of view that you make up hyper-
bolic situations just to get your ideas across.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your old 
ways of thinking have carried you quite far, 
Capricorn, but you may now find that it’s time 
to seek a new platform for your ideas. Look for 

more adventurous ways to express yourself. Break out of 
the old mold and try something new. Once you start in a 
brand new direction, there will be a great deal of support 
encouraging you to continue along that way.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): One quick 
phone call to a friend may turn into a long 
discussion about the meaning of life, Aquar-
ius. Be conscious of the fact that there’s a 

great deal of momentum building in your mind now. 
Once the dam breaks, you may soon have a giant flood 
on your hands. Be careful about releasing all this en-
ergy at once, even though you may not seem to have 
a choice.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It could be that 
you feel a bit of pressure today to start or cre-
ate something that you aren’t quite ready for, 
Pisces. There is hesitation on your part that 

indicates you should take it slowly and learn more of 
the facts before you jump into the fray. Position your-
self in such a way that you take control of the situation 
rather than become a victim of it.
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Donna Strickland First Woman to Win Physics Nobel Prize in 55 Years
This year’s physics Nobel Prize acknowledges advancements in optics that have enabled high-intensity lasers and optical tweezers.

‘Wifehood’ is Not Old-Fashioned – Here’s Why it Matters

Would a Better Tsunami Warning System Have Saved Lives in Sulawesi?

Who?
The Nobel Prize for physics in 2018 has been 
awarded to Arthur Ashkin, Gérard Mourou 
and Donna Strickland “for groundbreak-
ing inventions in the field of laser physics”. 
Strickland is only the third woman to win 
the physics prize, and 55 years after the 
previous female winner (Maria Goeppert 
Mayer in 1963).

Ashkin is American, Mourou is French 
and Strickland is Canadian.

Their field of work is called laser optics.
Ashkin will take one half of the prize 

while Mourou and Strickland will share the 
other half.

Their specific citations read:

Ashkin: “for the optical tweezers and 
their application to biological systems”

Mourou and Strickland: “for their meth-
od of generating high-intensity ultra-short 
optical pulses”
What?
In 1985, Steven Chu and his colleagues used 
lasers to trap atoms and cool them down 
to very low temperatures. As a result of this 
work, he won the Nobel Prize for physics 
in 1997. (He shared the prize with William 
Daniel Phillips and Claude Cohen-Tan-

noudji. Cohen-Tannoudji’s work, in turn, 
drew from the work of Shivaramakrishnan 
Pancharatnam, a little-known Indian physi-
cist who worked on the optical techniques 
behind these methods in the first half of the 
20th century.) After Chu’s win, Ashkin felt he 
had been unfairly left out because he had 
worked with Chu to perfect the technique. 
He has finally received his due, at least as far 
as the Nobel Prizes are concerned.

Ashkin’s achievement was to develop 
highly focused beams of laser that could 
exert forces on small objects like atoms and 
biological molecules and manipulate them, 
move them around – just the way we use 
chopsticks to eat some food items.

Strickland and Mourou invented a tech-
nique called chirped pulse amplification 
(CPA) in the 1980s. It is used to amplify the 
power of ultra-short lasers without damag-
ing the medium that generates the laser, 
called the gain medium. CPA works as a two-
step process, and is deceptively simple in its 
method. 1) An ultra-short laser pulse of low 
intensity is fired by a device, say an oscilla-
tor. 2) The first step of the CPA is to stretch 
out the laser pulse. 3) The stretched, low-
intensity pulse is amplified into a stretched, 
high-intensity pulse. 4) The second step of 
the CPA is to compress the laser pulse. The 
complete process allows engineers to deliv-
er an ultra-short, high-intensity laser pulse.

Now?
Optical tweezers and CPA have redefined 
how we use lasers today. Most high-inten-
sity lasers around the world use CPA to de-
liver 1,000,000,000,000,000 watts of power 
in fractions of a second. This is more power 
than is generated in hundreds of large nu-
clear power plants combined. Scientists use 
such lasers to generate plasma-like states 
of matter and for ultra-precise cutting and 
machining.

Optical tweezers are, and have been, 
used to assemble cells to form intricate bio-
networks, to manipulate atoms to undergo 
specific chemical reactions and to study 
how proteins interact with DNA.

W
hen the King of Sweden asks 
Joan, the protagonist of the 
newly-released film The Wife, 
what she does for a living, 

she replies, ironically, “I am a king maker”. 
This poignant scene takes place towards 
the film’s end, as Joan (Glenn Close) takes 
part in the festive dinner celebrating her 
husband being awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Literature.

The Wife, which is based on Meg 
Wolitzer’s 2003 novel of the same name, 
centres on Joan, a bright young student at 
Smith College in Northampton, Massa-
chusetts, in the late 1950s. Joan’s promising 
writing career ends early in deference to her 
husband – her former literature professor 
and distinguished author, Joe Castleman. 
As the film unfolds, we learn that beneath 
the veneer of the happy housewife — that 
quintessential image of the “feminine mys-
tique” — is a self-effacing woman who 
begrudgingly buried her dream of becom-
ing an author in order to facilitate her hus-
band’s literary success and eventual fame.

Today, this notion of “wifehood” has 
largely vanished from public discourse. 
Motherhood has taken its place. The as-
sumption is that women no longer give up 
their careers to support that of their part-
ners – if they do, it’s for the sake of their chil-
dren.

Indeed, discussions about and images 

of motherhood proliferate in films, news, 
television, women’s magazines, advertising, 
celebrity, guidebooks, social media, and 
literary fiction. We live in a society which 
insists that women deserve equal oppor-
tunities to realise their talents in all spheres 
of life, while simultaneously inundating us 
with messages about women’s crucial roles 
as mothers and carers. Wifehood, however, 
seems to be a remnant of the past. This may 
be part of The Wife’s charm.

Motherhood vs wifehood
But recent figures show that significant 
numbers of highly educated women are 
leaving paid employment. In this respect, 
they are not very different from the film’s 
protagonist. However, the common expla-
nation as to why these women leave their 
careers is that they underestimate the dif-
ficulties of combining employment and 
parenting. Lack of affordable childcare 
is another important factor that pushes 
mothers out of the workforce, although it 
affects poorer and less educated mothers 
far more than highly educated ones.

Yet the picture is more complex than this. 
In my new book, for which I interviewed a 
range of professional women who quit their 
jobs after having children, I found that the 
decision to leave the workforce and become 
stay-at-home mothers was a decision they 
made as much as wives as mothers.

The decision was as much about fa-
cilitating their husbands’ continued career 

advancement as it was about their desire 
to spend more time with their children. 
To be sure, the demands and expectations 
of motherhood had a significant impact 
on these women’s decision to step off the 
treadmill, as did the toxic working hours 
and conditions of both their and their hus-
bands’ workplaces, which were utterly in-
compatible with family life.

But behind the women’s complex stories 
of motherhood and work, there lies another 
story. These former lawyers, accountants, 
teachers, artists, designers, academics, so-
cial workers and managers rarely spoke 
directly about it, but their stories revealed 
how the choices they have made and their 
everyday lives have been profoundly influ-
enced by their roles as wives.

Tess, formerly a senior news producer, 
quit her successful career when her chil-
dren were young. She felt needed at home, 
she told me, and her workplace gave her a 
generous redundancy package. “But there 
was another factor,” she admitted more 
than half way through our interview. Her 
husband’s career as a lawyer was about to 
take off and although at the time she earned 
substantially more than he did, she decided 
to leave her job.

This story is far from anomalous. Tanya, 
a former senior partner in a law firm, quit 
her career to enable the smooth running of 
her family, and crucially, she admits, of her 
husband’s career. Rachel, a mother of three 
and a former senior accountant, whose 

husband is a partner in an accountancy 
firm, confided that her husband strongly 
encouraged her to leave her job to look after 
the children full-time so “he doesn’t have to 
worry about it”. And when I asked former 
HR Manager Anne what she found most 
satisfying in her life, the first thing she said 
was cooking her husband the food he loves.

Retro housewives?
These women may sound like the reincar-
nation of the “captive wife” Hannah Gavron 
described in her book about homebound 
mothers in 1960s Britain. They may ap-
pear to be “retro housewives” or the “new 
traditionalist” – the professional woman 
who unambivalently throws over her career 
for family and homemaking. Yet they ada-
mantly reject the label of “old-fashioned” 
or “traditional” wives, which they see as be-
longing in their mothers’ generation (and 
Joan Castleman’s), not theirs. They detest 
domesticity, keep their performance of 
household chores to the bare minimum, 
and see themselves as independent.

However, often indirectly, with pain and 
pause, many of them admitted that they 
have unwittingly deferred their identities 
to their husbands’. When the two-earner 
household could not cope with the pres-
sures of both partners combining paid 
work and parenting, it was the woman who 
gave up her job.

Although these women are a minority, 
both socio-economically and in terms of 

their employment path, their stories about 
the central role of wifehood are crucial for 
understanding how gender inequality, both 
in relation to work and to family life, en-
dures. Today’s wife may no longer be reli-
ant on her husband’s status or money, nor 
does she labour in the kitchen. And, yet, the 
role of wife continues to shape, if subtly, the 
pursuit of her desires. The popularity of the 
acronym DH (for Dear Husband) in numer-
ous threads on the popular parenting web-
site Mumsnet teaches us that so many of 
the dilemmas, tensions, disappointments, 
as well as pleasures of motherhood, are in-
separable from women’s identities as wives.

Interestingly, a YouGov survey of people 
in 24 countries found that Britain was the 
only country where more women than men 
agreed with the statement that “a wife’s first 
role is to look after her husband”. While 
the percentage of both female and male 
respondents agreeing with this statement 
was relatively low, mine and other studies, 
as well as anecdotal evidence, suggest that 
wifehood is far from passé.

In the wake of renewed discussions 
about women’s inequality in the workplace, 
it seems ever more crucial to understand 
how our desires continue to be shaped by 
the imperatives of male dominance, as 
women, mothers and as wives.

Shani Orgad is an associate professor 
in Media and Communications at the 

London School of Economics and  
Political Science.

T
he death toll from the 
magnitude 7.5 earth-
quake and resulting 
tsunami that struck 

near Palu, Indonesia, on Fri-
day evening continues to rise, 
with several regions yet to be 
reached by rescue teams.

But the size and location 
of the earthquake should not 
have come as a surprise. Palu 
is situated at the end of a long, 
narrow bay which is the sur-
face expression of a very ac-
tive fault, the Palu-Koro fault.

The area is at high risk of 
tsunami, with several large 
earthquakes and tsunamis oc-
curring along the fault within 
the past 100 years.

Details of Friday’s incident 
are limited, but already there 
are questions being asked 
about the effectiveness of In-
donesia’s tsunami warning 
system.

It was developed after the 
devastating 2004 Boxing Day 
tsunami that occurred after an 
earthquake near Sumatra, but 
in this recent event the warn-
ing did not reach many of the 
people who were affected.

The tsunami occurred in 
an area where there are no 
tide gauges that could give 

information about the height 
of the wave. There are reports 
that a more high-tech system 
could have saved lives if it had 
been fully implemented.

Most of Indonesia’s deep 
ocean tsunameter buoys, 
specially designed to detect 
tsunamis in the open ocean, 
have not been working since 
2012.

The Indonesian Tsunami 
Warning System issued a 
warning only minutes after 
the earthquake, but officials 
were unable to contact offic-
ers in the Palu area. The warn-
ing was cancelled 34 minutes 
later, just after the third tsu-
nami wave hit Palu.
Tsunami history of Palu
Large earthquakes are not 
uncommon in Palu, with 15 
events over magnitude 6.5 
occurring in the past 100 
years. The largest was a mag-
nitude-7.9 event in January 
1996, about 100km north of 
Friday’s earthquake.

Several these large earth-
quakes have also generated 
tsunamis. In 1927, an earth-
quake and tsunami caused 
about 50 deaths and damaged 
buildings in Palu. In 1968 an 
earthquake with magnitude 

7.8 near Donggala generated a 
tsunami wave that killed more 
than 200 people.

Despite this history, many 
people in Palu were not aware 
of the risk of a tsunami fol-
lowing the earthquake. Ten 
years on from the 2004 Box-
ing Day tragedy that killed at 
least 226,000 people, there 

were concerns about tsunami 
warning systems across the 
region.

An advanced warning 
system currently only in the 
prototype stage may not have 
helped the people of Palu, as 
the tsunami struck the shore 
within 20 minutes of the 
earthquake.

Such early warning sys-
tems are most useful for areas 
several hundred kilometres 
from the tsunami source. In 
regions like Palu where the 
earthquake and tsunami 
source are very close, edu-
cation is the most effective 
warning system.

It is not yet clear whether 

Friday’s tsunami was caused 
by movement on the fault 
rupture from the earthquake, 
or from submarine landslides 
within Palu bay caused by the 
shaking from the earthquake.

The sides of the bay are 
steep and unstable, and maps 
of the sea floor suggest that 
submarine landslides have 
occurred there in the past.

If the tsunami was gener-
ated by a submarine land-
slide within the bay, tsunami 
sensors or tide gauges at the 
mouth of the bay would not 
have sensed the tsunami wave 
before it struck the shore in 
Palu.
Communication networks
High tech tsunami warning 
systems are able to send out 
warnings through phone net-
works and other communica-
tions channels, and reach the 
community through text mes-
sages and tsunami sirens on 
the beaches.

But in areas where a dev-
astating earthquake has oc-
curred, this infrastructure is 
often too damaged to operate 
and the warning messages 
simply can’t get through. In 
Palu, the earthquake de-
stroyed the local mobile 
phone network and no infor-
mation was able to get in or 

out of the area.
Timing is also crucial. Offi-

cial tsunami warnings require 
analysis of data and take time 
– even if it is only minutes – to 
prepare and disseminate.

This time is crucial for 
people near the earthquake 
epicentre, where the tsunami 
may strike within minutes 
of the earthquake. Those liv-
ing in such areas need to be 
aware of the need to evacu-
ate without waiting for offi-
cial warnings, relying on the 
earthquake itself as a natural 
warning of a potential tsu-
nami.

The need to raise aware-
ness of the risk becomes even 
more challenging when large 
tsunamis occur infrequently, 
as in Palu. Many residents 
would not have been born 
when the last tsunami im-
pacted the town in 1968.

So high tech warning sys-
tems may not be effective in 
areas close to the earthquake 
epicentre. Ongoing awareness 
and education programmes 
are the most important part 
of a tsunami warning system 
in coastal areas at risk of tsu-
nami, no matter how infre-
quently they occur.

Jane Cunneen is a 
research fellow at Curtin 

University.
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Nation pays floral tributes to Gandhi on his 149th birth anniversary

Prime Minister highlights visions for cleaner world Govt. to file review 
petition against NGT 
ban on diesel vehicles

Farmers’ protest turns violent; police use water canons, tear gas One killed, nine injured in 
blast in Kolkata suburbs

Five-member Rohingya family held

An artist dressed up as Mahatma Gandhi offers prayers to commemorate the 149th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi, at Gandhi Ghat in Patna.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres visits Mini 
Digital Exhibition at the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention at Rashtrapati Bhavan 
in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PTI

 Police use water cannons to disperse farmers protesting at Delhi-UP border during ‘Kisan Kranti Padyatra’ 
in New Delhi on Tuesday.

PTI

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
The nation on Tuesday paid 
homage to Mahatma Gan-
dhi on his 149th birth anni-
versary with President Ram 
Nath Kovind, Vice President 
M. Venkaiah Naidu and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi offering floral tributes 
to the Father of the Nation 
at Rajghat here.

Marking the launch of 
the 150th birth anniversary 
celebrations of Gandhi, Ko-
vind tweeted: “Homage to 
Bapu on Gandhi Jayanti. 
Let us rededicate ourselves 
to the values espoused by 
Mahatma Gandhi - peace, 
fraternity, harmony and 
inclusive national devel-
opment. Gandhiji’s mes-
sage remains relevant for all 
and he continues to be our 
guiding light.”

Modi visited Rajghat to 
offer his tributes to Gan-
dhi and said: “The noble 
thoughts of Mahatma Gan-
dhi have given strength to 
millions across the world. 
He was a stalwart who lived 
for others and to make our 
world a better place.”

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, who also 
paid his floral tributes to 
Gandhi at Rajghat, remem-
bered his contribution in 

peace.
Congress President 

Rahul Gandhi and UPA 
chairperson Sonia Gandhi 
also paid floral tributes to 
Gandhi at Rajghat. 
Modi’s tribute to Gandhi:  
‘Ahimsa’ has power to unite 
humanity when terrorism, 
hate dividing nations 
Mahatma Gandhi’s princi-
ple of ‘ahimsa’ has the pow-
er to unite humanity when 
terrorism, radicalisation, 
extremism and mindless 
hate are dividing nations, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has said.

In the 21st century, the 
thoughts of Gandhi remain 
as essential as they were in 
his time and offer solutions 
to several problems the 
world faces, he said.

“In a world where ter-
rorism, radicalisation, ex-
tremism and mindless hate 
are dividing nations as well 
as societies, his clarion calls 
of peace and ahimsa have 
the power to unite human-
ity,” Modi said in a blog 
written for select dailies.

He wrote the blog on 
the occasion of 149th birth 
anniversary of Gandhi, 
which also marks the be-
ginning of the year-long 
celebrations of his 150th 

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday said that 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
has turned into the world’s 
biggest mass movement 
on sanitation and has given 
a mantra for making the 
world cleaner.

“Political leadership, 
public funding, partner-
ships and people’s partici-
pation are the four mantras 
for making the world clean-
er,” he said in his address at 
the closing session of the 
four-day Mahatma Gandhi 
International Sanitation 
Convention (MGSIC) in 
the presence of sanitation 
ministers and other leaders 
in WASH (water, sanitation 
and hygiene) from around 
the world, besides UN Sec-
retary General Antonio Gut-
teres.

Referring to Gandhiji’s 
remarks that he would give 
greater priority to cleanli-
ness over independence, 
Modi said that he derived 
inspiration from the Ma-
hatma and followed his 
guidelines while initiating 
the movement. 

“Today, I am proud that 
our nation of 125 crore peo-
ple is following in the foot-
steps of Gandhiji, and have 
turned Swacch Bharat Mis-
sion as the world’s biggest 
mass movement,” he said.

Asserting that the 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
has brought a behavioural 

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
The government Tuesday 
announced it will soon file 
a review petition against the 
National Green Tribunal’s 
order to ban diesel vehi-
cles that are over 10 years 
old and take several other 
measures to pacify agitating 
farmers and address their 
concerns. 

The Centre also assured 
farmers that it would fix the 
minimum support prices 
(MSP) of rabi (winter-sown) 
crops like wheat at least 
1.5 times of the produc-
tion cost. It would also try 
to restrict imports of agri 
items that are produced 
abundant in the country. 

These decisions were 
taken at a meeting held 
here under the chairman-
ship of Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh. 

The meeting was held 
against the backdrop of 
farmers’ protest organised 
by Bharatiya Kisan Union.

The Centre would also 
approach the GST Council 
to put agri related goods in 
the 5 per cent slab, an of-
ficial statement said.

“The government will 
soon file a review petition 
against the NGT’s order to 
ban diesel vehicles which 
are more than 10 years old,” 
it said.

The other steps include 
inclusion of a farmers’ 
representative in the sub-
group of chief ministers 
on coordination between 
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 
and agriculture; advisory 
would be issued to states for 
proper procurement of agri 
produce; and banning of 
imports of agri products ad-
equately produced in India.

On the issue of proper 
implementation of Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yo-
jna (PMFBY), a committee 
will be constituted under 
the Minister of State for 
Agriculture G S Shekhawat. 

Further it was decid-
ed that crop damage due 
to stray and wild animals 
would be included in the 
PMFBY on pilot basis and 
then could be implemented 
across the districts. Pro-
curement period would 
also be extended to 90 days.

Farmers stayed put 
on the Delhi-UP border 
in Ghaziabad and other 
places, where they were 
stopped by the police.

The protest call has 
been given by the Bharatiya 
Kisan Union (BKU) over de-
mands ranging from farm 
loan waiver to cut in fuel 
prices.

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
The protest by thousands 
of farmers at the Uttar 
Pradesh-Delhi border 
turned violent on Tuesday 
as they tried to break bar-
ricades and run them over 
with tractors to enter the 
national capital, forcing 
police to use water can-
nons and tear gas shells to 
disperse them.

The police action led 
to several injuries while 
one of the protestors lost 
consciousness, said an 
agitating farmer. They also 
claimed that the policemen 
baton-charged to disperse 
the protestors.

The farmers, who were 
marching to Delhi from 
Haridwar under the ban-
ner of Kisan Kranti Yatra 
demanding complete loan 
waiver and reduction in 
electricity tariff among oth-
er, were stopped by police 
at the border near Ghaz-
iabad.

The protesters started 
their 10-day march from 
Haridwar lead by the 
Bharatiya Kisan Union and 
on Tuesday they reached 
the Uttar Pradesh-Delhi 
border. 

In view of the protest, 
heavy security forces were 
deployed at the border area 
and section 144 was also 

change in the people, he 
said that rural sanitation 
has gone up to 94 per cent 
as against 38 per cent in 
2014.

“Five lakh villages and 
25 states have become 
Open Defecation Free,” he 
said expressing satisfaction 
at the changing lifestyle of 
people in India, following 
Swachh Bharat Mission.

Mentioning the empha-
sis that Mahatma Gandhi 
placed on cleanliness, he 
said that an unclean en-
vironment, if not cleaned, 

leads to a situation where 
one starts accepting cir-
cumstances. 

“On the contrary, if one 
cleans up dirt in the sur-
roundings, he gets ener-
gized and then does not 
resign himself to existing 
adverse circumstances,” 
he said.

Referring to 17 Sustain-
able Development Goals set 
up by United Nations, the 
Prime Minister assured UN 
Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres that India will play 
an important role in achiev-

ing the goals.
“We are on track to 

achieve it before the set 
target. Along with sanita-
tion our government is also 
focussing on nutrition,” he 
said.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Guterres congratulated 
Modi for giving priority to 
sanitation and said that 
clean India will be a befit-
ting tribute to Mahatma 
Gandhi.

“Mahatma Gandhi was 
ahead of his time when 
it came to safe, hygienic 

sanitation - as he was in so 
many areas. He demanded 
the right of sanitation for 
everyone. And he demand-
ed respect for that right 
from everyone. And the 
Clean India Mission builds 
on his genius and lifelong 
quest for human dignity,” 
he said.

The UN chief said that 
poor sanitation and open 
defecation have a dispro-
portionate impact on wom-
en and girls. 

“They may face an in-
creased risk of harassment 
and abuse, restrictions on 
their personal freedom of 
movement and increased 
health risks because of lack 
of access to sanitation fa-
cilities and to menstrua-
tion materials. Girls cannot 
wait for safe, clean, private 
toilets in their schools. And 
women should not have to 
wait for sanitation in public 
spaces and workplaces,” 
he said.

He said, to reach the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, there is an urgent 
need to tackle the issue of 
sanitation as is being done 
in India. 

“The 2030 Agenda, 
agreed by all countries, is 
a plan of action for people, 
planet and prosperity and 
sanitation plays a part in 
all three. No country can 
be content with less than 
universal sanitation; it is 
fundamental to sustainable 

development and India’s 
example is very much wel-
come at the present mo-
ment,” he said. 

Guterres said eliminat-
ing open defecation must 
be central to efforts to im-
prove sanitation. 

“I commend India for 
making the elimination of 
open defecation a prior-
ity at the highest level and 
throughout government, 
and I congratulate all gov-
ernments that have agreed 
plans and allocated budgets 
to eliminate open defeca-
tion,” he said.

Union Minister for 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Hardeep Singh Puri said 
that Swachh Bharat Mission 
has helped the government, 
the policymakers at all lev-
els and also to work towards 
one common goal.

“Never before have so 
many ministries and de-
partments come together 
under a single umbrella that 
of Swachhata, of cleanli-
ness. The manner in which 
this mission has been im-
plemented is a ‘perfect 
model of convergence’ of 
aims and policies,” he said.

The Prime Minister, 
along with Guterres, wit-
nessed a digital exhibition 
and released commemo-
rative postage stamps on 
Mahatma Gandhi and a 
medley CD based on Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s favourite 
hymn - “Vaishnav Jana To”.

birth anniversary.
He said people can fol-

low Gandhi’s vision by do-
ing simple things such as 
ensuring zero waste of food 
to imbibing values of non-
violence and togetherness.

Over the past four years, 
130 crore Indians have 
paid tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi in the form of the 
Swachh Bharat Mission. 
Completing four years to-

day, it has emerged as a vi-
brant mass movement with 
commendable outcomes. 
Over 85 million households 
now have access to toilets 
for the first time, he said.
Gandhi statue unveiled at 
Rail Bhavan
Railway Board Chairman 
Ashwani Lohani unveiled 
a sculpture of Mahatma 
Gandhi at the Rail Bhavan 
here to commemorate the 

150th birth anniversary of 
the Father of the Nation on 
Tuesday. As part of ‘Mis-
sion Satyanishtha’ -- a pro-
gram on ethics in public 
governance -- around four 
lakh employees have been 
trained at 300 places about 
being committed to truth, 
an official statement said.

Lohani said the ‘Saty-
anishtha’ programme was 
not vigilance, but it was 

beyond that. There were 
hundreds of good practices 
happening every day in the 
Indian Railway and this was 
the right time to document 
them, the chairman added.

Rahul leads foot march 
Congress chief Rahul Gan-
dhi on Tuesday led a foot 
march here to mark the 
start of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
150th birth anniversary cel-
ebrations and to give a mes-
sage against what the party 
called the “atmosphere of 
fear” in the country.

Senior party leaders K 
C Venugopal, R P N Singh, 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Jyoti-
raditya Scindia, state unit 
president Ashok Chavan, 
Leader of Opposition in 
the Maharashtra Assembly 
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil 
and others joined Rahul 
Gandhi, as he began the 
march after garlanding a 
statue of the father of the 
nation near the district col-
lector’s office.

Rahul Gandhi covered a 
part of the 4-km distance in 
his vehicle and rest on foot. 
On way to his destination, 
he was greeted by thou-
sands of people who waved 
at him and jostled with each 
other to catch a glimpse of 
the Congress leader.

International Gandhi 
Peace Prize not awarded 
since 2014
As the country celebrates 
the 149th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi Tues-
day, the annual ‘Interna-
tional Gandhi Peace Prize’, 
named after Father of the 
Nation, has not been con-
ferred for the last four years.

An official of the Min-
istry of Culture, the nodal 
agency which receives pro-
posals for conferring the 
award, said nominations 
were made during the last 
four years for the coveted 
award, but an approval has 
been awaited.

As a tribute to the ide-
als espoused by Gandhi, 
the Government of India 
launched the International 
Gandhi Peace Prize in 1995 
on the occasion of his 125th 
birth anniversary.

Last time, the award 
was conferred in 2014 to 
the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO).

The annual award is 
given to individuals and 
institutions for their con-
tribution towards social, 
economic and political 
transformation through 
non-violence and other 
Gandhian methods. 

The award carries INR 
1 crore (10 million) in cash, 
convertible in any currency 
in the world, a plaque and 
a citation. 

A jury consisting of the 
Prime Minister of India, 
Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, Chief Jus-
tice of India and two other 
eminent persons decide the 
awardee each year.

Official sources said or-
dinarily, proposals coming 
from competent persons 
invited to nominate are 
considered. However, a pro-
posal is not taken as invalid 
for consideration by the 
jury merely on the ground 
of not having emanated 
from competent persons. 
However, it is considered 
that none of the propos-
als merit recognition, the 
jury is free to withhold the 
award for that year. 

Only achievements 
within 10 years immedi-
ately preceding the nomi-
nation are considered for 
the award; an older work 
may, however, be consid-
ered if its significance has 
not become apparent until 
recently. A written work, 
to be eligible for consid-
eration, should have been 
published.

imposed in the several areas 
of the national capital.
Protesting farmers not ‘sat-
isfied’ with govt assurance 
— Tikait
As thousands of farmers 
tried to enter the national 
capital in a massive protest 
march, the government 
Tuesday announced that 
a committee of chief min-
isters will look into their 
demands, even as the pro-
testers stayed put saying 
they were not “satisfied” 
with the assurance.

After meeting the pro-

testing farmers at the Del-
hi-UP border here, Union 
Minister of State for Ag-
riculture Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat said the gov-
ernment was assuring the 
farmers to take forward 
their cause.

“I assure you all this. 
We will move court over 
the NGT order (to ban trac-
tor and vehicles which are 
more than 10 years old),” 
he said.

On another problem 
faced by the farmers about 
farm labour, the minister 

said the government would 
look at bringing in some 
changes to the minimum 
wage rules for rural areas to 
solve this problem.

“The government has 
formed a committee of six 
chief ministers to look into 
this issue of labour for farm. 
The committee is in talks 
to connect MNREGA with 
agriculture,” Shekhawat 
added.

“On behalf of (Union 
Home Minister) Rajnath 
Singh, I assure you that I 
will represent the farmers’ 

interests in this commit-
tee and whatever changes 
would be required to link 
MNREGA with agriculture 
will be made,” Shekhawat 
told the farmers.

The protesting farm-
ers, however, decided to 
stay put at the Delhi bor-
der, where they have been 
stopped by the police from 
entering the national capi-
tal. Naresh Tikait, the chief 
of Bharatiya Kisan Union 
(BKU), which has given 
the protest call, said the 
farmers are “not satisfied” 
with the government’s as-
surance.

“We will discuss this 
and then decide on future 
course of action. I cannot 
decide anything alone, our 
committee will take the 
decision,” he added.

T h e  f a r m e r s  we re 
marching towards Delhi 
over demands ranging 
from farm loan waiver to 
cut in fuel prices, but were 
stopped at the Delhi-Uttar 
Pradesh border with police 
using water cannons to 
disperse them.

The farmers, riding trac-
tors and trolleys, broke bar-
ricades of the UP Police and 
then started proceeding to-
wards the barricades put up 
by the Delhi Police, a senior 
police officer said

 Kolkata, Oct. 2 (PTI): A sev-
en-year-old boy was killed 
and nine people, including 
his mother, were injured in 
a low-intensity explosion 
in front of a multi-storey 
building in the Nagerbazar 
area in Kolkata’s northern 
suburbs on Tuesday, police 
said.

“A child, who was se-
verely injured in the blast, 
has died in hospital. A total 
of nine people are injured,” 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, Barrackpore Com-
missionerate, Ananda Roy 
said.

As per initial investiga-
tion, ammonium nitrate 
was used in carrying out 
the low-intensity blast out-

side the building, which 
also houses the office of 
South Dum Dum Munici-
pality chairman Panchu 
Roy.

“It was a socket bomb 
explosion. Forensic team 
and the bomb squad of 
CID are examining the 
spot. We have started fur-
ther investigation,” a police 
officer said.

The explosion was re-
ported outside a fruit shop 
on the ground floor of the 
building in the congested 
Kazipara area under the 
jurisdiction of Dum Dum 
Police Station around 9 am, 
the officer said.

“Initially, we thought 
it was a gas cylinder blast. 

But it is not so. We have 
found a few iron nails but 
there is no smell of gun-
powder,” another senior 
police officer said.

Trinamool Congress 
leader Roy claimed that 
he was the target of the 
blast.

Roy, stopping short of 
naming any political party, 
said the forces, which are 
currently attacking the rul-
ing TMC all over Bengal, 
are behind the attack.

“It was a pre-planned 
blast... They had planned 
to kill me and other TMC 
workers, as it would create 
panic and help them gain 
foothold in the area,” he 
told PTI.

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct. 2 (PTI): Five 
members of a Rohingya family, who ar-
rived here from Hyderabad, has been 
taken into custody, police said Tuesday.

This comes days after the Centre 
directed the states to be cautious and 
observe the movements of the Rohingya, 
citing national security.

“The presence of Rohingya is con-
fined not only to the northeastern 
states. They have reached south Indian 

states including Kerala,” Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh had recently 
said, calling all Rohingya in India “illegal 
immigrants.”

The five, including a woman and a 
toddler, were picked up from Vizhinjam 
Tuesday and are being questioned, police 
said.

They told police they arrived here from 
Hyderabad by train Monday and left for 
Vizhinjam by road.
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‘300m people in 
Asia-Pacific have no 
improved access to water’

Nobel Prize for Physics goes to US, French and Canadian scientists 

US First Lady Melania Trump 
touches down in Africa

Indonesia quake, tsunami toll 
reaches 1,347 as desperation mounts 

UK unveils tougher new 
post-Brexit immigration plans

If Musharraf fails to appear soon, he may be forced 
to return in disgraceful manner, warns Pakistan CJ

Manila, Oct. 2 (IANS): At 
least 300 million people in 
the Asia-Pacific region have 
no improved access to water, 
the Asia Development Bank 
(ADB) said on Tuesday.

“About 300 million peo-
ple in the Asia and Pacific 
region do not have improved 
access to water and 1.7 bil-
lion lack access to basic 
sanitation,” ADB President 
Takehiko Nakao said at the 
Asia Water 2018 forum in 
Manila.

According to ADB esti-
mates, water demand in the 
Asia and Pacific region was 
poised to grow by more than 
half  by 2050, leaving up to 
3.4 billion people facing wa-
ter insecurity, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Moreover, the ADB said 
disaster-related losses in Asia 
totalled $87 billion in 2016, 
of  which about 25 per cent 
was connected to flooding. 
And over the past 20 years, 
Asia has incurred half of the 
estimated global economic 
cost of  water-related disas-
ters.

“Innovations and new 
technologies provide the 
means to help ADB devel-
oping member countries ad-

vance their water manage-
ment including river basin 
management, flood control 
and water pollution and 
service delivery such as wa-
ter supply, sanitation, and 
irrigation,” said the ADB 
President.

More than 800 gathered 
on Tuesday at the ADB head-
quarters in Manila for the 
opening of  the Asia Water 
Forum 2018, focusing on 
“information, innovation and 
technology”.

Participants included 
government officials, water 
and development profession-
als and representatives from 
the private sector, academia, 
civil society and the media.

The ADB said this year’s 
forum featured over four days 
of a series of panels, leader-
ship discussions, technical 
sessions and workshops.

Since its founding in 
1966, the Manila-based 
bank said it has spent a total 
of  $45.88 billion on water 
projects.

ADB’s active water sector 
operations amount to nearly 
$14 billion and this is grow-
ing -- another $14 billion in 
water sector investments was 
planned for future, it said.

Stockholm, Oct. 2 (IANS): The 
2018 Nobel Prize in Physics was 
awarded on Tuesday to Arthur 
Ashkin of the US, Gerard Mourou 
of France and Donna Strickland of  
Canada, making her the third wom-
an to receive the prestigious award.

The trio of  laureates won the 
prize for groundbreaking inventions 
in the field of laser physics.

Ashkin received the prize for 
the optical tweezers and their ap-
plication to biological systems, 
while Mourou and Strickland were 

jointly awarded for their method of  
generating high-intensity, ultra-short 
optical pulses, the Royal Swedish 
Academy of  Sciences said in a 
statement.

Strickland became the first 
woman to receive the award in 55 
years after Marie Curie won it in 
1903 and Maria Goeppert-Mayer 
in 1963. 

Speaking about being the third 
woman to ever win the award, she 
said she thought there might have 
been more, adding: “Hopefully in 

time it will start to move forward at 
a faster rate.”

The inventions have revolu-
tionised laser physics, as extremely 
small objects and incredibly rapid 
processes were now being seen in 
a new light. Ashkin, a New Yorker 
born in 1922, pursued his Ph.D at 
the prestigious Cornell University 
and conducted his Nobel-winning 
research at Bell Laboratories.

Mourou (born in 1944 in Al-
bertville, France), was the founding 
director of the Center for Ultrafast 

Optical Science at the University of  
Michigan.

Strickland, who was born near 
Toronto, Canada in 1959, obtained 
her Ph.D at the University of  Ro-
chester with Mourou as her advi-
sor, jointly developing the CPA 
technique. 

The award announcement came 
one day after a senior scientist with 
Cern, the academic home to a 
number of Nobel prize winners, was 
suspended for saying that physics 
was invented and built by men. 

Accra, Oct. 2 (AFP): Mela-
nia Trump on Tuesday 
arrived in Ghana on the 
first leg of her maiden, 
solo tour of Africa that has 
been billed as a chance to 
carve her own diplomatic 
path.

T h e  U S  f i r s t  l a d y 
stepped off an overnight 
flight from Andrews Air-
force Base near Washing-
ton and onto a red carpet 
at Accra’s Kotoka Interna-
tional Airport.

She was met by her 
Ghanaian counterpart Re-
becca Akufo-Addo and a 
group of local schoolchil-
dren in yellow and brown 
uniforms waving the US 
stars and stripes and the 
Ghanaian flag.

An AFP reporter at the 
airport said the former 
model was smiling and 
looked relaxed as she was 
entertained by a troupe of 
traditional drummers and 
dancers.

The first lady’s office 
has said the tour will be a 
“diplomatic and humani-
tarian visit” that will focus 
on her #BeBest campaign 
for “children and their 
well-being”.

It  will  also “show-
case” the work of the US 
Agency for International 

Palu (Indonesia), Oct. 
2 (IANS): Indonesian 
authorities on Tuesday 
raised the death toll to 
1,347 in the devastating 
7.5-magnitude earth-
quake and subsequent 
tsunami that hit Sulawesi 
island last week even as 
the survivors grew in-
creasingly desperate for 
food, water and fuel. The 
number of dead was ex-
pected to climb further, 
officials said.

The twin disasters on 
Friday left the coastal city 
of Palu, Donggala region 
and the adjoining areas 
on the island in ruins. In-
donesia’s National Disas-
ter Management Agency 
(NDMA) said that toll was 
expected to increase as 
hundreds of people were 
feared to be still trapped 
under the rubble of build-
ings. 

NDMA spokesperson 
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho 
said that about 800 peo-
ple with serious injuries 
were admitted to differ-
ent hospitals. With the 
ground still shaking from 
aftershocks, people were 
still afraid to go indoors. 

An estimated 2.4 mil-
lion people were affected 
by the disaster, 61,867 
were displaced and 66,000 
homes were destroyed, of-
ficials said.

The situation of survi-
vors was dire as families 
scrambled to get even the 
most basic of goods. On 
Tuesday, hundreds waited 
in line in the blazing sun, 
standing in the ruins, in 
the hopes of obtaining 
food, water and fuel.

Between Donggala 
and Palu, the “road is 
lined with people beg-
ging for food and water”, 

said Fatwa Fadillah, pro-
gramme manager for dis-
aster risk reduction at 
Catholic Relief Services. 

Reports of  looting 
were widespread as sur-
vivors searched deserted 
buildings for supplies, 
CNN reported.

Across Palu, a dam-
aged bridge,  blocked 
roads, a partially closed 
airport and broken tel-
ecommunications made 
it difficult to bring aid into 
the affected areas.

Off icials  said that 
nearly 6,400 personnel 
from an array of govern-
ment agencies were in-
volved in efforts to find 
survivors, recover bodies 
and evacuate people.

Authorities raised the 
death toll after rescue 
teams were able to enter 
the areas that had been 
inaccessible since the 
tragedy struck. Sutopo, 
however, said that there 
were still areas in Sulawesi 
that were difficult to ac-
cess.

Indonesian Red Cross 
officials said that the bod-
ies of 34 Indonesian stu-
dents were found under a 
church buried by a mud-
slide. They were among 
a group of 86 students 
reported missing from a 
Bible camp in the Jonooge 
Church Training Centre. 

The whereabouts of 
the other 52 students were 
not known.

Hunt was on for survi-
vors in the ruins of four-
storey hotel Roa Roa in 
the town. An estimated 
50 people were inside the 
establishment when it 
collapsed. Till now only 
12 people have been re-
covered.

Rescue workers also 

started looking for survi-
vors in Donggala where 
some 300,000 people live. 
Local television broad-
casts showed angry resi-
dents screaming at In-
donesia’s President Joko 
Widodo, asking for help. 

Officials said 26 coun-
tries and two interna-
tional organisations of-
fered assistance. Colonel 
Muhammad Thohir of 
the Indonesian Army said 
that gasoline and water 
supplies were being trans-
ported to the Sulawesi 
island but they were still 
insufficient for the people 
affected.

Indonesian officials 
said that priorities includ-
ed sending food to those 
in need, conducting a 
mass burial of victims and 
guaranteeing the security 
of the airport, which was 
expected to start receiv-
ing commercial flights on 
Wednesday.

In what has become a 
“daily ritual” now, 54 bod-
ies were buried by Tues-
day morning and more 
trucks full of dead were on 
their way to Poboya Cem-
etery in Palu. The day be-
fore, 153 were buried here 
in mass graves to prevent 
an outbreak of disease 
caused by decomposing 
bodies. 

Still, bodies remained 
unburied on the side of 
the roads. “The smell of 
death is strong in the air,” 
said Radika Pinto, the area 
manager for World Vision, 
an international Christian 
aid organization. 

An earthquake meas-
uring 6 on the Richter 
scale rocked Sumba is-
land of Indonesia on 
Tuesday, but there were 
no reports of any damage. 

London, Oct. 2 (PTI): Brit-
ish Prime Minister There-
sa May on Tuesday un-
veiled a major post-Brexit 
overhaul of the UK’s im-
migration system, which 
she said is aimed at a level 
playing field for nation-
als from all countries by 
ending “freedom of move-
ment once and for all” 
for European Union (EU) 
citizens.

Indians  may ben -
efit from the new rules, 
which will focus on high-
ly-skilled migration as 
opposed to low-skilled 
workers, but an added 
obligation on companies 
being required to spon-
sor families of such high-
skilled professionals may 
prove a hurdle in the long 
term. 

“When we leave (the 
EU) we will bring in a 
new immigration sys-
tem that ends freedom 
of movement once and 
for all. For the first time 
in decades, it will be this 
country that controls and 
chooses who we want to 
come here,” May said in 
a statement. 

“It will be a skills-
based system where it is 
workers’ skills that mat-
ter, not where they come 
from. It will be a system 
that looks across the globe 
and attracts the people 
with the skills we need, 
she said.

“The UK government 
said the new so-called 

skills-based system will 
make sure low-skilled 
immigration is brought 
down and set the UK on 
the path to reduce im-
migration to sustainable 
levels,” a key manifesto 
pledge of the ruling Con-
servative Party.

The new regime, de-
tails of which are yet to be 
fully specified, is expected 
to be in place by 2021 
once the transition period 
for Britain’s exit from the 
EU is complete.

Under rules for skilled 
workers, applicants will 
continue to be required 
to meet a minimum sal-
ary threshold, which may 
be hiked further, and have 
their families sponsored 
by their future employers. 

“Successful  appli-
cants for high skilled work 
would be able to bring 
their immediate family 
but only if sponsored by 
their future employers,” 
the government state-
ment noted. 

There are also plans to 
introduce in-country se-
curity checks to be carried 
out to make operations 
faster at passport control 
at the borders, a similar 
system of prior authorisa-
tion currently operated by 
the US. 

This new swift system 
of e-gate visa checks for 
visitors coming into the 
UK on short-stay tourist 
or business trips will be 
limited to low risk coun-

tries , which is unlikely to 
include India.

The proposals follow a 
crucial government-com-
missioned report from the 
Migration Advisory Com-
mittee (MAC) last month, 
which had recommended 
that high-skilled work-
ers must be given prior-
ity over visa applications 
from low-skilled workers. 

The report was based 
on an immigration policy 
that had a level playing 
field for EU nationals 
and applicants from oth-
er countries, proposals 
which were accepted by 
the UK Cabinet last week.

A White Paper detail-
ing exactly how the new 
system will work will be 
published in the coming 
weeks, ahead of a new 
Immigration Bill to be 
laid out before Parliament 
next year, the government 
said.

The announcement 
was widely expected since 
the Migration Advisory 
Committee had called for 
an end to preferential ac-
cess to EU workers after 
Brexit. 

Under the EU’s cur-
rent free movement rules, 
citizens from within the 
28-member economic 
bloc have so far been able 
to enter the UK freely and 
look for work on arrival 
as opposed to strict visa 
norms that apply to non-
EU workers from coun-
tries like India. 

Islamabad, Oct. 2 (PTI): Irked 
by former dictator Pervez Mush-
arraf’s failure to come back to 
Pakistan and face ongoing cases 
against him, Chief Justice Saqib 
Nisar on Tuesday warned that 
if the “courageous commando” 
does not appear soon, he may be 
forced to return in a disgraceful 
manner.

Chief Justice Nisar made the 
remarks when Musharraf’s law-
yer told the three-judge bench 
that his client “respects the court” 
but was unable to return due 
to his medical condition and 
reservations over the provision 
of security, Dawn newspaper 
reported.

Musharraf, 75, who has been 
living in Dubai since 2016, is fac-
ing the high-profile treason case 
for suspending the Constitution 
in 2007. The former military ruler 
left for Dubai in March 2016 for 
medical treatment and has not 
returned since.

His lawyer told the court that 
there were no charges against the 

former president in the Lal Mas-
jid operation case and demanded 
to know what the case against his 
client was, the paper reported.

He may not face any charges 
in the Lal Masjid case, but he is 
facing a treason case for which 
he must appear in court, replied 
Chief Justice Nisar.

If Musharraf returns volun-
tarily, he may be able to do so 
respectably otherwise he may 
be compelled to return under 
circumstances which are not 
“graceful”, the top judge warned.

“The commando who used to 
describe himself as a ‘courageous 
commando’ should today display 
that courage,” the top judge was 
quoted as saying by the paper.

“Why is the courageous com-
mando not returning?” he asked.

“I told you before that if he 
returns, he will be provided secu-
rity,” the top judge said. He also 
advised that the former dictator 
should get medical treatment in 
Pakistan, the paper said.

“I am giving you this assur-

ance. It is the assurance of the 
highest court in the country,” 
Chief Justice Nisar said and add-
ed that: “As long as (Musharraf) 
is alive, it is his duty to appear 
before the court.” 

He further said that it was not 
acceptable for a citizen to leave 
the country and not return while 
a case against them is underway 
in courts.

The chief justice also prom-
ised that the former military ruler 
would not be arrested upon his 
return, and that whatever the 
outcome of the cases, it would be 
strictly in line with the law.

The court ordered Mushar-
raf’s lawyer to submit his medi-
cal report within a week and 
adjourned the hearing until Oc-
tober 11.

Last week, Muhammad Am-
jad, a leader of the All Pakistan 
Muslim League (APML) - a politi-
cal party floated by Musharraf in 
2010 -- had said that the former 
president was “growing weaker 
rapidly” due to an unspecified 

illness and, therefore, could not 
return to Pakistan.

The former Army chief has 
been declared an absconder due 
to his persistent failure to appear 
before a special trial court set up 
to try him in the case.

Last month, Pakistan’s Su-
preme Court assured Musharraf 
that high-level security will be 
provided to him if he returns to 
the country to face the trial in the 
treason case.

The former president was 
indicted in March 2014 on trea-
son charges for suspending the 
Constitution and imposing emer-
gency which led to the confine-
ment of a number of superior 
court judges in their houses and 
sacking of over 100 judges.

A conviction for high-profile 
treason carries the death penalty 
or life imprisonment.

Musharraf, who ruled Paki-
stan from 1999 to 2008, has been 
declared a fugitive in the Benazir 
Bhutto murder case and Red 
Mosque cleric killing case.

First lady Melania Trump embraces flower girl Lillian Naa Adai Sai, 8, 
as she receives flowers upon arriving at Kotoka International Airport 
in Accra, Ghana, Tuesday, Oct. 2.

A man walks in Balaroa neighborhood which was flattened by Friday’s earthquake in Palu, Central 
Sulawesi, Indonesia, Tuesday, Oct. 2

At least 13 dead in suicide 
attack on Afghan election rally 
Jalalabad (Afghanistan), Oct. 
2 (PTI/AFP): At least 13 people 
were killed in a suicide attack 
on an Afghan election campaign 
rally on Tuesday, officials said, in 
the latest violence ahead of this 
month’s legislative vote.

The attack is the first suicide 
assault since campaigning offi-
cially kicked off last Friday for the 
parliamentary elections, prepa-
rations for which have already 
been marred by bloody violence.

More than 40 people were 
wounded when the militant blew 
himself up among supporters of 
candidate Abdul Nasir Mohm-
mand in the Kama district of the 
eastern province of Nangarhar, 
provincial governor spokesman 
Ataullah Khogyani said.

Mohmmand was alive, Kho-
gyani confirmed, but he did not 
say if the candidate had been 
hurt in the blast.

Provincial health director Na-
jibullah Kamawal put the death 
toll slightly higher at 14.

Some of the wounded were in 

a critical condition, he said.
An AFP reporter saw numer-

ous ambulances delivering bod-
ies and wounded people to a 
hospital in the provincial capital 
of Jalalabad.

Sayed Humayun, who had 
brought his injured cousin to 
the medical facility, said scores 
of people had been inside a hall 
listening to Mohmmand speak 
when the bomber struck.

“I heard a big explosion,” Hu-
mayun told AFP.

“For a while I could not see, I 
thought I was blinded, but later I 
saw I was surrounded by bodies 
and people covered in blood.” 
The force of the blast caused the 
ceiling to collapse on top of the 
gathering.

“There are still people trapped 
under the rubble,” Malik Zeerak, 
who was at the rally, told AFP.

No  g r o u p  i m m e d i a t e l y 
claimed the attack, but the Is-
lamic State group has taken 
responsibility for most of the sui-
cide bombings in recent months.

Violence has plagued the 
run-up to Afghanistan’s long-de-
layed parliamentary vote, which 
is scheduled for October 20.

Five candidates have been 
murdered in targeted killings, 
according to the Independent 
Election Commission, and there 
are fears violence will escalate.

There were also numerous 
attacks on voter registration 
centres, including a suicide blast 
at a centre in Kabul that killed 
dozens.

The latest attack comes amid 
predictions for Afghan battle 
deaths to top 20,000 this year 
-- including civilians and com-
batants.

That would be the highest 
number since the start of the 
conflict in 2001 and make Af-
ghanistan deadlier than Syria.

More than 2,500 candidates 
will contest the vote, which is 
seen as a test run for next year’s 
presidential election.

But preparations have been 
in turmoil for months.

Bureaucratic inefficiency, 
allegations of industrial-scale 
fraud and an eleventh-hour 
pledge for biometric verification 
of voters threaten to derail the 
election and any hope of a cred-
ible result.

The international commu-
nity is pushing hard for the vote 
to happen before November’s 
ministerial meeting in Geneva, 
which the United Nations says 
is a “crucial moment” for the 
Afghan government and its for-
eign partners to demonstrate 
progress.

Some 54,000 members of Af-
ghanistan’s beleaguered security 
forces will be responsible for pro-
tecting more than 5,000 polling 
centres on election day.

More than 2,000 polling cen-
tres that were supposed to open 
will be closed for security rea-
sons.

It is a daunting task as the Tal-
iban and IS, which have vowed 
to disrupt the ballot, ramp up 
attacks across the country. 

Development (USAID), 
even at a time when her 
husband’s government is 
looking to slash US aid 
across the world.

In addition to Ghana, 
she is due to visit Malawi, 
Kenya and Egypt before 
returning to Washington 
early on October 7. 
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm: Sui Dhaaga (Hindi)

6 pm: Johnny English Strikes Again (Eng)

D
ays after Ariana Grande went on an 
emotional Twitter spree in which 
she begged for “one okay” day, the 
singer found herself looking for-

ward to what the future holds.
The 25-year-old pop star on September 30 shared an uplift-

ing quote on her Instagram Story, reports people.com.
“Life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall,” 

read the quote, which was attributed to late writer F. Scott 
Fitzgerald.

Hours earlier, the pop star was on hand to support 
fiance Pete Davidson during the season premiere of 
“Saturday Night Live” (SNL). Sharing a photo of the 

comedian backstage, Grande wrote, “live from NY” 
alongside a small heart.

As a lot has changed in Davidson’s per-
sonal life since SNL went off the air earlier 

this year, the September 29’s episode featured 
lots of jokes about the star’s high-profile 

en- gagement.
“I got engaged and no one could believe it. I 

can’t believe it.
“I get it, she’s the No. 1 pop star in the world and 

I’m that guy from SNL that everyone thinks is in des-
perate need for new blood,” Davidson remarked. 

Two weeks ago, Grande’s team had announced 
she would be taking “some much needed time to heal 

and mend”, following her former boyfriend Mac 
Miller’s death from an apparent overdose.

In addition to opting to skip the 2018 Emmy 
Awards, Grande also made the decision to drop 

out of performing during SNL’s premiere.
IANS

A
ctor-writer DhruvSehgal 
says he feels privileged that 
his thoughts and ideas have 
received a world-wide plat-

form in Netflix but he asserts that it 
also makes him nervous.

Dhruv has written and cre-
ated the web series “Little Things”, 
which was recently picked up by the 
streaming giant. The show’s season 
one, having five episodes, premiered 
on YouTube in October 2016. 

The show was picked up Netflix 
in July this year as part of its deal 
with Dice Media, the content studio 
of Pocket Aces.

The multi-hyphenate artiste, who 
stars in the series alongside “Kar-
waan” actor MithilaPalkar, says he is 
always questioning his craft and that 
is probably the reason why the news 
made him nervous.

“As a writer, it brought a lot of 
nervousness besides the sense of 
something good is happening. There 
is always a comparison, even if it 
is not someone else but your own 
head. Also, you question whether it 
is fair to compare,” Dhruv he told 
PTI in an interview.

“It is exciting because sud-
denly, for good or bad, people will 
get to watch my work. That is great 
because it is something that I wrote 
in my room in my house. And now it 
has blown out and being watched by 
130 million people on their laptops. 
It feels good that your thoughts have 
been given a platform.” 

Season one of “Little Things” ex-

plored 
the lives of its leads, Dhruv and 
Kavya, a young unmarried cou-
ple who navigate the complicated 
world of relationships, careers, and 
aspirations in the fast-paced city of 
Mumbai, while always cherishing 
the ‘little things’ that make life worth 
living. 

Dhruv says the sophomore run 
will further explore relationship of 
its leads.

“The elements of the first season 
are still there. We are still telling the 
everyday stories and they still talk 
about things which are very every 
day. It still has cute moments which 
will make you smile,” he says.

“But there is a new direction that 
we have gone while keeping the es-
sence of season one very much intact. 
We are very mindful of that. So 

besides the turmoil, there is the 
essence and soul of the first season 
and which is why it is more pain-
ful because it is not just two people 
fighting. It’s two people, who thought 
they could be perfect for each other, 
fighting,” he adds.

As an in dividual, Dhruv consid-
ers himself a writer and associates 
more with it than acting. 

“I write 365 days a year and I act 
maybe 60 days a year. So writing is 
my bread and butter. If someone asks 
‘Who am I?’, then it becomes what 
you do also. I pretty much write every 
day but it’s direction that I want to 
do.” 

“Little Things” season two, di-
rected by two-time National Award 
winner RuchirArun, will premiere on 
Netflix on October 5.

PTI

K
erala musician and vio-
linist Balabhaskar, who 
was seriously injured 
along with his wife in 

a road accident last week, died 
here in the early hours of Tuesday, 

informed sources said.
He died at 12.55 a.m., accord-

ing to sources in the hospital in 
which he was admitted. 

The accident took place last 
Tuesday at Pallipuram on the 

M
ahatma 
Gandhi’s  
favourite de-
votional song 

‘Vaishnava Jan To’ has 
gone global with artists 
from over 124 countries 
having contributed musi-
cally in paying homage to 
him through the ‘bhajan’.

On the 149th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Prime Minister 
NarendraModi Tues-
day launched a medley 
version of the famous 
‘bhajan’ by artists from 
over 40 countries, during 
the closing ceremony of 
the Mahatma Gandhi 
International Sanitation 
Conference, a Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
statement said.

UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres, External 
Affairs Minister SushmaS-
waraj, Minister of Drinking 
Water and Sanitation Uma 
Bharti and other eminent 
personalities were present 
on the occasion.

As part of the 150th 
birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Mahatma Gandhi, 
artists from over 124 coun-
tries have contributed 
musically in paying hom-
age to Mahatma Gandhi 
through his favourite 
bhajan ‘Vaishnav Jan To-
TeneKahiye’, the MEA said.

The famous Gujarati 
hymn was penned by the 
15th century poet Nar-
simha Mehta and was one 
of the favourite ‘bhajans’ 
of Mahatma Gandhi 

who included it 

into the roster of prayers 
routinely sung before his 
meetings, it said.

All Indian missions 
abroad identified local 
artists or a group to record 
the ‘bhajan’ in the run-up 
to Gandhi Jayanti.

The result is an eclec-
tic, colourful and rich ren-
dition of the hymn infused 
with the local flavour of 
the region, the MEA said.

“From Armenia to An-
gola, Sri Lanka to Serbia, 
Iraq to Iceland, prominent 
local singers/groups have 
showcased their talent 
to this favourite hymn of 
the Mahatma. 1-2 videos 
from different regions of 
the world were then put 
together in a fusion video 
of about 5 minutes to give 
a flavour of the bhajan as 

Happy and nervous: Dhruv Sehgal on 
‘Little Things’ getting picked up by Netflix

Musician Balabhaskar dead
Adriana Lima needs exercise to ‘function’

Ansel Elgort to star in ‘West Side Story’

A
ctor AnselElgort has bagged the lead role in director Steven Spielberg’s re-
make of the “West Side Story” musical. According to variety.com, the “Fault 
In Our Stars” actor will essay character Tony, a role first portrayed by Larry 
Kert in the original 1957 Broadway musical. The musical debuted on Broad-

way in 1957 with a book by Arthur Laurents and Stephen Sondheim and music by 
Leonard Bernstein. Then, it was turned into a movie released in 1961 that starred 
Richard Beymer as Tony and Natalie Wood as Maria, the girl he loves. The filming for 
“West Side Story” will begin next summer and Spielberg, Kevin McCollum and Kristie 
Macosko Krieger will produce it. The role of Maria has still to be cast.

IANS

Ariana Grande 
gets optimistic

recorded by different art-
ists,” it said.

The MEA said that 
it was expected to have 
contribution from all the 
countries recognised by 
the United Nations.

Amongst those who 
have contributed included 

President Baron Divavesi-
Waqa of Nauru.

President Waqa’s ges-
ture was not just a special 
tribute to Mahatma Gan-
dhi, but was also a personal 
gift from him to Prime 
Minister Modi, it said.

PTI

Gandhi’s favourite ‘bhajan’ goes global, 
artists from 124 nations pay musical homage 

A
driana Lima revealed 
that working out has 
become part of her 
daily routine and if she 

doesn’t complete a workout 
or “meditate” then she cannot 
start her day properly.

The 37-year-old super-
model - who has daughters 
Valentina, eight, and Sienna, 
five, with ex-husband Marko 
Jarić - admitted her kids are 
used to always seeing her in 
sportswear because working 
out is an essential part of her 
life.

She told America’s Glamour 
magazine: “During my every-
day life I am in sports clothes 
- my children know that! I drive 
the kids to school and after 
that I go to the gym, if there is a 
day I don’t do that, my kids ask, 
‘where are you going?’

That is my everyday 
life, I can’t function if I 
don’t have my exercise or I 
don’t meditate. That’s how 
I have to start my day to 
wake me up.”

The Brazilian beauty 
admitted she has an in-
credibly “athletic mindset” 
and is proud of her new 
role as Puma’s women’s 
training ambassador.

She said: “I am very 
athletic, I have an athletic 
mindset so I am passion-
ate about working out and 
fitness. I have been a fan 
of Puma for many years 
because of how they rep-
resent women, what they 
stand for and how they in-
spire women by providing 
apparel and shoes so they 
can reach their own goals 
in a fashion forward way.”

When it comes to 
working out, Adriana 
believes people need to 
find their own goals and 

motivation, with music 
helping her to stick to her 
routines.

She said: “Everyone 
has their own story and 
the first thing they have 
to do is to what to change 
their life - that is the most 
important thing of all. 
From there, look at what 
your goals are, who do 
you want to be, where do 
you see yourself and from 
there you go to working 
out, nutrition, choos-
ing the right workout 
gear - that will affect your 
consciousness.

“The key thing is to 
find a work out you like 
and stick to it; you need 
to keep moving. I usually 
listen to music, it wakes 
me up and motivates me, 
it gets me in the zone.”

I am very 
athletic

outskirts of the capital city.
While his two-year-old 

daughter was brought dead 
to the hospital that day, Bala-
bhaskar, 40, his wife and their 
driver were brought in a serious 
condition to a private hospital in 
the city, where he breathed his 
last.

Doctors treating him said they 
were working overtime to ensure 
his recovery but it did not happen. 

Balabhaskar’s death has sad-
dened thousands of his fans. His 
body will be kept for the public to 
pay their last respects at a Thiru-
vananthapuram college where he 
studied.

The last rites would take place 
later on Tuesday, in the state capi-
tal, from where he hails.

The musician shot to fame 
when, as a 17-year-old, he com-
posed music for a Malayalam 
film. He has composed music for 
several films.

IANS
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NASA completes 60 
years of space research

VR tech reduces pain, increase stamina during exercise

Scientists decode why too many choices hinder decision making

Google’s ‘Project Stream’ 
to let users stream full 
games in Chrome

Google Maps gets commute 
feature, in-app music support

Artificial sweeteners toxic 
for gut microbes — Study

Can chiropractic care cause vision loss?

Dogs may not be as smart as thought — Study

New vaccine offers hope for metastatic cancer patients

Twitter steps up fight 
against fake accounts

Washington, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
US space agency NASA 
has completed 60 years of 
human space exploration, 
discovering the world be-
yond Earth and developing 
new technologies.

“For six decades, NASA 
has led peaceful explora-
tion of space, making dis-
coveries about our planet, 
our solar system, and our 
universe,” the agency post-
ed on its website late on 
Monday. 

NASA has not  just 
launched spacecrafts to 
unlock mysteries of the uni-
verse, dispatched probes 
to make close-up obser-
vations of every planet in 
the solar system, but has 
also, in August, sent a probe 
named Parker Solar Probe 
to the Sun.

The historic small car-
sized probe will journey 
steadily closer to the Sun 
until it makes its closest ap-
proach at 3.8 million miles.

The agency has also 
conducted nine manned 
missions and is planning 
for a human return to the 
Moon, followed by missions 
to Mars and beyond.

The National Aeronau-
tics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) officially 
opened for busi-
ness for the first 
time on Octo-
ber 1, 1958. 

I t  w a s 
c r e a t e d 
b y  t h e n 
President 
D w i g h t  D. 
Eisenhower to 
lead America’s 
civilian space pro-
gramme in response to the 
then USSR’s advances in 
space exploration. 

In just 10 days after 
opening its doors, NASA 
launched its first spacecraft 
-- Pioneer 1. Although it did 
not achieve its intended 
mission to orbit the Moon 

due to a rocket malfunc-
tion, Pioneer 1 did reach 
a record altitude of about 
70,000 miles, highest till 
then. 

The probe returned 
scientific data confirming 
the existence of the Van 
Allen radiation belts until it 

b u r n e d 
up on re-
entry into 

the Earth’s 
a t m o s p h e re 
43 hours after 
l a u n c h ,  t h e 
post said. 

In the US, 
NASA’s research 

made great advanc-
es in aviation, helped 

to develop a commercial 
space industry, enriched 
the economy, created jobs, 
and strengthened national 
security. 

The agency also re-
membered the sacrifices 
laid down by astronauts 
during space research. “The 

tragic loss of lives includ-
ing aviation pilots and the 
crewmembers of Apollo 1, 
Challenger, and Columbia 
(which included Indian-
born astronaut Kalpana 
Chawla)...,” the post said.

Chawla was one of the 
seven crew members who 
died in the Space Shuttle 
Columbia disaster when 
the craft disintegrated dur-
ing its re-entry into the 
Earth’s atmosphere on Feb-
ruary 1, 2003.

“Sacrifice has also come 
in the countless hours dedi-
cated by the NASA person-
nel -- on the ground and 
in space -- (that they) have 
spent away from families to 
plan and execute missions.” 

“We will go back to the 
Moon to learn more about 
what it will take to support 
human exploration to Mars 
and beyond... We will con-
tinue to try to answer the 
question: “Are we alone?” 
NASA said.

London, Oct. 2 (PTI): Using 
virtual reality (VR) headsets 
while exercising can reduce 
pain and increase how long 
someone can sustain an 
activity, a study has found.

The researchers set out 
to determine how using 
VR while exercising could 
affect performance by 
measuring a raft of criteria: 
heart rate, pain intensity, 
perceived exhaustion, time 
to exhaustion and private 
body consciousness.

Led by Maria Matsan-
gidou, a PhD candidate at 
University of Kent in the 
UK researchers monitored 
80 individuals performing 
an isometric bicep curl set 
at 20 per cent of the maxi-
mum weight they could 
lift, which they were then 
asked to hold for as long as 
possible.

Half of the group acted 
as a control group who did 
the lift and hold inside a 
room that had a chair, a 
table and yoga mat on the 
floor.

The VR group were 
placed in the same room 
with the same items. They 
then put on a VR headset 

and saw the same environ-
ment, including a visual 
representation of an arm 
and the weight.

They then carried out 
the same lift and hold as the 
non-VR group.

The results showed a 
clear reduction in percep-
tion of pain and effort when 
using VR technology. The 
data showed that after a 
minute the VR group had 
reported a pain intensity 
that was 10 per cent lower 
than the non-VR group.

Furthermore the time 
to exhaustion for the VR 
group was around two 
minutes longer than those 
doing conventional ex-
ercise. The VR group also 
showed a lower heart rate of 
three beats per minute than 
the non-VR group.

Results from the study 
also showed no significant 
effect of private body con-
sciousness on the positive 
impact of VR. Private body 
consciousness is the sub-
jective awareness each of 
us has to bodily sensations.

Previous research has 
shown that individuals who 
have a high private body 

consciousness tend to bet-
ter understand their body 
and as a result perceive 
higher pain when exercis-
ing. However, the study’s 
findings revealed that VR 
was effective in reducing 
perceived pain and that 
private body consciousness 
did not lessen this effect.

As such, the improve-
ments shown by the VR 
group suggest that it could 
be a possible way to en-
courage less active people 
to exercise by reducing the 

perceived pain that exercise 
can cause and improving 
performance, regardless 
of private body conscious-
ness.

“It is clear from the data 
gathered that the use of VR 
technology can improve 
performance during exer-
cise on a number of crite-
ria. This could have major 
implications for exercise 
regimes for everyone, from 
occasional gym users to 
professional athletes,” said 
Matsangidou.

London, Oct. 1 (PTI): Dogs may not be 
exceptionally intelligent as their cog-
nitive abilities are matched by several 
other animals, according to a study.

Scientists from the University of 
Exeter and Canterbury Christ Church 
University in the UK compared the 
brain power of dogs with other do-
mestic animals, other social hunters 
and other carnivorans -- an order in-
cluding animals such as dogs, wolves, 
bears, lions and hyenas.

They found the cognitive abilities 
of dogs were at least matched by sev-
eral species in each of these groups.

The study, published in the jour-
nal Learning & Behaviour, examined 

more than 300 research papers on 
the intelligence of dogs and other 
animals, and found several cases of 
“over interpretation” in favour of dogs’ 
abilities.

“During our work it seemed to us 
that many studies in dog cognition 
research set out to ‘prove’ how clever 
dogs are,” said Stephen Lea, a profes-
sor at the University of Exeter.

“They are often compared to 
chimpanzees and whenever dogs 
‘win’, this gets added to their reputa-
tion as something exceptional,” Lea 
said.

“Yet in each and every case we 
found other valid comparison spe-

cies that do at least as well as dogs do 
in those tasks,” he said. The review 
focussed on sensory cognition, physi-
cal cognition, spatial cognition, social 
cognition and self-awareness.

“Taking all three groups (domestic 
animals, social hunters and carniv-
orans) into account, dog cognition 
does not look exceptional,” said Britta 
Osthaus from the Canterbury Christ 
Church University.

“We are doing dogs no favour by 
expecting too much of them. Dogs are 
dogs, and we need to take their needs 
and true abilities into account when 
considering how we treat them,” Os-
thaus said.

New York, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
A newly developed vac-
cine to treat patients with 
metastatic HER2-positive 
cancers has been found ef-
fective, results from phase 
I clinical trial have shown.

HER2-positive breast 
cancer tests positive for 
a protein called human 
epidermal growth factor 
receptor 2 (HER2), which 
promotes the growth of 
cancer cells. Besides being 
more aggressive, these are 
also less likely to be sensi-
tive to hormone therapy.

“We are using a vaccine 
approach to generate an 
immune response to HER2, 
which is found at high lev-

els on and drives the growth 
of several types of cancer, 
including breast, ovarian, 
lung, colorectal, and gas-
troesophageal cancers,” 
said Jay A. Berzofsky, from 
the US National Cancer 
Institute, a part of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
in Maryland. 

The trial showed that 
among the 11 evaluable pa-
tients, those who received 
more than the lowest dose 
of the HER2-targeted thera-
peutic cancer vaccine, six 
(54 per cent) demonstrated 
clinical benefit. 

One patient with ovar-
ian cancer had a complete 
response that lasted 89 

weeks, one patient with 
gastroesophageal cancer 
had a partial response that 
lasted 16 weeks, and four 
patients (two with colon 
cancer, one with prostate 
cancer, and one with ovar-
ian cancer) had stable dis-
ease.

“Our results suggest 
that we have a very prom-
ising vaccine for HER2-
overexpressing cancers,” 
Berzofsky said. 

“We hope that one day 
the vaccine will provide 
a new treatment option 
for patients with these 
cancers,” he added. The 
vaccines were individually 
customised by the team us-

ing their own immune cells 
isolated from their blood. 

The vaccine, which is 
administered intradermally 
(between the layers of the 
skin), comprises patient-
derived dendritic cells 
genetically modified with 
an adenovirus to produce 
parts of the HER2 protein.

Preclinical  studies 
showed that this type of 
vaccine could eradicate 
large, established tumours 
as well as lung metastases 
in mice.

In the trial, adverse 
reactions were predomi-
nantly injection-site reac-
tions that did not require 
treatment. 

Los Angeles, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
Scientists have identified 
the brain region behind 
choice overload, which 
makes it difficult to make 
a decision when faced with 
too many options. Choice 
overload can sometimes 
have serious consequenc-
es, said Colin Camerer, a 
professor at California In-
stitute of Technology in 
the US. For the study, vol-
unteers were presented 
with pictures of scenic 
landscapes that they could 
have printed on a piece of 
merchandise such as a cof-
fee mug.

Each participant was 
offered a variety of sets of 
images, containing six, 12, 
or 24 pictures. They were 
asked to make their deci-
sions while a functional 

magnetic resonance imag-
ing (fMRI) machine record-
ed activity in their brains.

As a control, the volun-
teers were asked to browse 
the images again, but this 
time their image selection 
was made randomly by a 
computer.

The fMRI scans showed 
brain activity in two regions 
while the participants were 
making their choices: the 
anterior cingulate cortex 
(ACC), where the potential 
costs and benefits of deci-
sions are weighed, and the 
striatum, a part of the brain 
responsible for determin-
ing value.

Researchers also saw 
that activity in these two 
regions was highest in sub-
jects who had 12 options 
to pick from, and lowest 

in those with either six or 
24 items to choose from. 
Camerer said that pattern 
of activity is probably the 
result of the striatum and 

the ACC interacting and 
weighing the increasing 
potential for reward (get-
ting a picture they really 
like for their mug) against 

San Francisco, Oct. 2 
(IANS): Aiming to solve the 
issues around interactive 
video streaming, Google 
has announced “Project 
Stream” that allows Google 
Chrome users to stream full 
video games.

“We’ve been working 
on ‘Project Stream’, a tech-
nical test to solve some of 
the biggest challenges of 
streaming. For this test, 
we’re going to push the 
limits with one of the most 
demanding applications 
for streaming a blockbuster 
video game,” Catherine 
Hsiao, Product Manager, 
Google, wrote in a blog post 
late on Monday.

The Internet giant is 
working to publicly test 
“Project Stream” with a 
limited number of partici-
pants on October 5 by let-
ting them play “Assassin’s 
Creed Odyssey” for free in 

its Chrome browser. 
“The idea of stream-

ing such graphically-rich 
content that requires near-
instant interaction between 
the game controller and the 
graphics on the screen pos-
es a number of challenges. 

“When streaming TV 
or movies, consumers are 
comfortable with a few 
seconds of buffering at the 
start, but streaming high-
quality games requires 
latency measured in mil-
liseconds, with no graphic 
degradation,” Hsiao add-
ed.

According to Google 
developers, the beta test is 
aimed at pushing the limits 
of the programme. 

The streaming-game 
space includes other play-
ers such as Sony with its 
PlayStation Now. However, 
it has not exactly solved the 
lag issue yet.

San Francisco, Oct. 2 
(IANS): Google is intro-
ducing a new update for 
its Maps that would now 
provide more information 
for commuters. Also, users 
on Spotify, Apple Music, or 
Google Play Music will be 
able to control music play-
back from within the navi-
gation app which is likely 
to take less attention than 
switching between apps.

“Today,  we’re roll-
ing out new features on 
Google Maps to help you 
take control of your daily 
commute -- enabling you 
to plan ahead, prepare for 
the inevitable disruptions, 
and possibly avoid them 
altogether,” Ramesh Naga-
rajan, Group Product Man-
ager, Google Maps, wrote in 
a blog post late on Monday.

According to the com-
pany, the new updates are 
rolling out globally via the 

Google Play Store and Ap-
ple App Store starting this 
week.

Through a new “com-
mute tab”, users would be 
able to see any congestion 
or disruption on their route 
before they leave and they 
will be given specific travel 
information for each leg of 
their journey. 

“We’ll tell you if your 
commute is going to be a 
normal one or if you’ll need 
to budget extra time due to 
things like an accident or 
heavy traffic. In case of a 
delay, we’ll tell you about 
alternative routes to help 
you get to work faster. 

“On Android, you’ll also 
receive notifications about 
delays and disruptions on 
your route as they happen, 
so you can know about an 
incident before you get 
caught up in the delay,” 
Nagarajan added.

Jerusalem, Oct. 2 (PTI): Artificial sweeteners and sports 
supplements may be toxic to digestive gut microbes, a 
study warns. The study, published in the journal Mol-
ecules, indicated relative toxicity of six artificial sweeteners 
(aspartame, sucralose, saccharine, neotame, advantame, 
and acesulfame potassium-k) and 10 sport supplements 
containing these artificial sweeteners. The bacteria found 
in the digestive system became toxic when exposed to 
concentrations of only one milligramme/millilitre of the 
artificial sweeteners. “We modified bioluminescent E coli 
bacteria, which luminesce when they detect toxicants 
and act as a sensing model representative of the complex 
microbial system,” said Ariel Kushmaro of Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev (BGU) in Israel.

“This is further evidence that consumption of artificial 
sweeteners adversely affects gut microbial activity which 
can cause a wide range of health issues,” said Kushmaro. 
Artificial sweeteners are used in countless food products 
and soft drinks with reduced sugar content. Many people 
consume this added ingredient without their knowledge.

Moreover, artificial sweeteners have been identified as 
emerging environmental pollutants, and can be found in 
drinking and surface water, and groundwater aquifers.

“The results of this study might help in understanding 
the relative toxicity of artificial sweeteners and the potential 
of negative effects on the gut microbial community as well 
as the environment,” said Kushmaro. The tested biolumi-
nescent bacterial panel can potentially be used for detecting 
artificial sweeteners in the environment,” he said.

New York, Oct. 2 (IANS): Do you seek 
chiropractic care for back pain relief? 
Beware, the alternative to medicine 
that treats problems with the muscu-
loskeletal system could result in vision 
problems and bleeding inside the eye, 
a study claims.

The word chiropractic comes 
from Greek words “cheir” (hands) and 
“praxis” (practice). As the name sug-
gests, it is a hands-on therapy.

Chiropractic manipulation is the 
application of pressure to a person’s 
spine or other parts of their body by 
a qualified chiropractic doctor, or 
chiropractor. This pressure allows a 
chiropractor to adjust and correct 
alignment. The study, led by a team 
from the University of Michigan, fo-

cussed on a 59-year-old woman who 
experienced a “tadpole” shaped spot 
in her vision while driving home from 
a chiropractor visit, with her sight 
worsening the next day. 

It’s the first reported case of chiro-
practic care leading to multiple pre-
retinal hemorrhages, said researchers 
including Yannis Paulus, a retina 
specialist at the varsity.

The study, reported in the Ameri-
can Journal of Ophthalmology Case, 
noted that the energetic thrusts and 
rotations sometimes performed in 
high-velocity neck manipulation have 
been linked to damage to the blood 
vessels in the retina. It can also result 
in stress on the eye and lead to spotty 
vision as well as abnormal bleeding 

inside the eye, which may also cause 
vision loss. In this case, the high-
velocity technique may have induced 
a posterior vitreous detachment, or 
PVD, which occurs when the vitreous 
humour pulls away from the retina.

Other possible complications are 
disrupting the vitreous humour -- the 
clear, gel-like substance that fills the 
eye between the lens and the retina.

High-velocity neck manipula-
tion has been previously associated 
with a certain type of stroke or verte-
bral artery dissection, which led the 
American Heart Association to issue 
a warning statement in 2014.

The short, rapid movements of 
neck manipulation may cause a small 
tear in the artery walls in the neck. 

San Francisco, Oct. 2 
(IANS): To further protect 
the integrity of elections, 
Twitter on Tuesday said 
it will now delete fake ac-
counts engaged in a vari-
ety of emergent, malicious 
behaviours.

As platform manipu-
lation tactics continue to 
evolve, the micro-blog-
ging platform said it is 
expanding rules to better 
reflect how it identifies 
fake accounts and what 
types of inauthentic activ-
ity violate its guidelines 
before the U S  m i d -
term elec- t ions in 
N o v e m - ber.

“Some 
of the fac-
tors that 
w e  w i l l 
take into 
a c c o u n t 
when deter-
m i n i n g 
whether 
a n  a c -
count is fake 
include use of stock or 
stolen avatar photos, use 
of stolen or copied profile 
bios and use of intention-
ally misleading profile 
information, including 
profile location,” said Del 
Harvey, Vice President, 
Trust and Safety, Twitter, 
in a blog post.

“We are expanding our 
enforcement approach 
to include accounts that 
deliberately mimic or are 
intended to replace ac-
counts we have previously 
suspended for violating 
our rules,” she added.

Twitter has also ex-
panded the criteria for 
when it will take action 
on accounts which claim 

responsibility for a hack, 
which includes threats 
and public incentives to 
hack specific people and 
accounts.

“In August,  we re-
moved approximately 50 
accounts misrepresenting 
themselves as members of 
various state Republican 
parties,” informed Yoel 
Roth, Head of Site Integ-
rity at Twitter.

“We have also taken 
action on Tweets sharing 
media regarding elections 
and political issues with 

m i s -
lead-
i n g 
o r 

i n -
c o r re c t 
party af-
filiation 

informa-
t i o n ,”  h e 

added.
In August, 

Twitter removed 
770 accounts engaging 

in coordinated behaviour 
which appeared to origi-
nate in Iran.

“Our automated de-
tections continue to iden-
tify and challenge millions 
of potentially spammy 
and automated accounts 
per week. In the first half 
of September, we chal-
lenged an average of 9.4 
million accounts each 
week,” said Roth.

Twitter is also witness-
ing a decline in the average 
number of spam-related 
reports it receives from 
users each day -- from an 
average of approximately 
17,000 per day in May to 
approximately 16,000 per 
day in September.

the increasing amount of 
work the brain will have 
to do to evaluate possible 
outcomes.

As the number of op-
tions increases, the po-
tential reward increases, 
but then begins to level off 
due to diminishing returns. 
“The idea is that the best 
out of 12 is probably rather 
good, while the jump to the 
best out of 24 is not a big 
improvement,” he said. At 
the same time, the amount 
of effort required to evalu-
ate the options increases.

Together, mental effort 
and the potential reward 
result in a sweet spot where 
the reward is not too low 
and the effort is not too 
high.

This pattern was not 
seen when the subjects 

merely browsed the im-
ages because there was no 
potential for reward, and 
thus less effort was required 
when evaluating the op-
tions. Camerer points out 
that 12 is not some magic 
number for human deci-
sion-making, but rather an 
artifact of the experimental 
design.

He estimates that the 
ideal number of options 
for a person is probably 
somewhere between 8 and 
15, depending on the per-
ceived reward, the difficulty 
of evaluating the options, 
and the person’s individual 
characteristics. Camerer 
said future research in this 
area could explore and 
attempt to quantify the 
mental costs of making a 
decision.
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TROPHY

West Indies tests chance for 
India to fix opening woes

Osaka becomes third player 
to secure WTA Finals berth

All Nagaland state chess championship underway

One day penalty shootout held

England's Sam Curran 
wins young cricketer award

Halep sidelined indefinitely with back injury

Tiema-Khe Kidima and Tribal Brothers through to pre-quarter

DDTTA to conduct selection of players

EM Images

Players of Tribal Brothers (blue) and High School Taxi Drivers in action during the ongoing NSF Martys’ trophy at the Kohima local ground on Tue. Oct. 
2.

PTI

Indian cricket team practice ahead of their first match in the India-West Indies test series, in Rajkot on Tue. Oct. 2. 

Sam Curran

Simona Halep suffered back problems in Wuhan before retiring 
during a match in Beijing.

Naomi Osaka

Rajashekara N IPS, middle, inaugurating the late Tokuho Awomi 
memorial all Nagaland state chess championship at the Tourist Lodge in 
Dimapur on Tuesday.

Members of Tribal Football Club along with organisers and officials posing for the lens after the event on 
Tuesday.

Mumbai, Oct. 2 (Reuters): 
India have the perfect op-
portunity to find a solution 
to their top-order batting 
woes before their year-end 
series in Australia when 
the world’s top-ranked side 
host two tests against lowly 
West Indies, starting on 
Thursday.

Murali Vijay and Shi-
khar Dhawan opened for 
India in the first match of 
the recent five-test series 
in England but the duo 
were dropped following 
modest returns during the 
4-1 defeat.

Lokesh Rahul, the third 
opener in England, sur-
vived the axe after post-
ing a 149 in the final test 
at the Oval and will walk 
out to face the new ball 
against West Indies in the 
company of either Mayank 
Agarwal or Prithvi Shaw, 
who are both uncapped.

Agarwal, 27, was re-
warded for a 2017-18 sea-
son in which he scored 
heavily across formats 
while the 18-year-old Shaw 
has already been tipped 
to have a bright future in 
national colours.

Agar wal  and Shaw 
will be keen to make the 
most of their chances and 
book their place for India’s 
four-test series in Austra-
lia, though Vijay has re-
sponded to being dropped 
by making a hundred and 
three half-centuries in his 
last five innings for Essex in 
the County Championship.

The trip to Australia will 
be the last chance in 2018 
for Virat Kohli’s men to 
show they can match their 
formidable home form 
with success abroad and 
show the world why they 

are the world’s top-ranked 
test side. India, who last 
lost a test series at home in 
late 2012 against England, 
started the year with a 2-1 
loss to South Africa but 
then thrashed debutants 
Afghanistan at home in a 
one-off test before flying to 
England.

Despite losing all-
rounder Hardik Pandya 
and pace bowler Ishant 
Sharma to injury, India 
have opted to rest pace 
duo Jasprit Bumrah and 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar for 
the West Indies tests.

The visiting batsmen 
will still have to contend 
with India’s lethal spin duo 
of Ravichandran Ashwin 
and Ravindra Jadeja how-
ever, with left-arm wrist 
spinner Kuldeep Yadav 
ready to chip in if pressed 
into action as the third 
slow-bowling option.

West Indies arrive in 
India on the back of strong 
test form at home. They 
won both tests agasint 
Bangladesh and drew 
1-1 against Sri Lanka in a 
three-test series.

However,  previous 
form against India in the 
five-day format offers little 
optimism. West Indies’ last 
test win against them was 
in May 2002 in Kingston, 
while they have not won 
in India since a 243-run 
triumph in 1994.

Despite the task fac-
ing his side, West Indies 
captain Jason Holder was 
upbeat.

“It’s been good. Our last 
two-test series were very 
good,” Holder told report-
ers on the team’s arrival in 
India.

“I don’t want to dwell 
too much in the past ... we 
have a big series ahead of 
us, a big winter to be pre-
cise. So the focus is on that 
and to play good cricket.”

The Caribbean side 
also suffered a jolt in the 
buildup to the tour when 
Australian Stuart Law an-
nounced he would be step-
ping down as head coach 
following the tours of India 
and Bangladesh to take 
up a role at Middlesex in 
England.

Singapore, Oct. 2 (Re-
uters): U.S. Open cham-
pion Naomi Osaka has 
become the third player 
to secure a berth at the 
season-ending WTA Finals 
later this month after the 
20-year-old from Japan 
amassed enough points 
in the Race to Singapore 
to qualify for the eight-
woman event.

Osaka stunned Serena 
Williams in straight sets to 
claim her and Japan’s first 
ever Grand Slam title in 

New York last month and 
she backed that up with a 
run to the final at the Pan 
Pacific Open to all but en-
sure she would make her 
debut in Singapore.

After claiming victory 
in her opening match at 
the ongoing China Open in 
Beijing on Monday, Osaka 
joined Romanian world 
number one Simona Halep 
and German Wimbledon 
champion Angelique Ker-
ber as qualifiers for the 
WTA Finals.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
The Lt. Tokuho Awomi me-
morial All Nagaland State 
Chess Championship or-
ganised by the Sumi Chess 
Association under the aegis 
of the Nagaland Chess As-
sociation got underway at 
the Tourist Lodge in Di-
mapur on Tuesday.

In an update received 
here on Tuesday, 46 players 
are vying for the coveted 
championship under three 
different categories: open, 
U-14, and U-17.

An obituary one minute 
silence was observed in 
the honour of late Tokuho 
Awomi, who was the found-
ing member of Sumi Chess 
Association Nagaland.

Rev. Yanthan, Pastor, 
A.G. Church Dimapur in-
voked God’s blessing for 
the championship. From 
Dimapur district, students 
of Christian Higher Sec-
ondary School, Livingstone 
Higher Secondary School, 
Hope Academy, Little Star 
Higher Secondary School, 

London, Oct. 2 (AFP): Eng-
land all-rounder Sam Cur-
ran won the Cricket Writers' 
Club young cricketer of 
the year award on Tuesday 
while his Surrey teammate 
Rory Burns was named 
County Championship 
player of the year.

Curran, 20, made his 
Test debut against Paki-
stan in June and ended up 
as England's man-of-the-

“Qualifying for the WTA 
Finals is a huge accom-
plishment,” said Osaka, 
who beat Frenchwoman 
Caroline Garcia to win a 
junior version of the Sin-
gapore tournament three 
years and will be returning 
for the first time as a senior.

“Winning the WTA Ris-
ing Stars Invitational in 
2015 helped give me the 
confidence to play on the 
big stages, so I am excited 
to go back to Singapore 
and compete with the top 
players of the season.”

Big-hitting Czech Pe-
tra Kvitova and Australian 
Open champion Caroline 
Wozniacki of Denmark, 
who won last year’s WTA 
Finals, are also poised to 
qualify for Singapore but 
the remaining spots ap-
pear to be a four-way battle 
for three places.

American Sloane Ste-
phens, Ukrainian Elina 
Svitolina, Czech Karolina 
Pliskova and Kiki Bertens 
from the Netherlands will 
fight it out to complete 
the field for the Oct. 21-28 
tournament being held for 
the fifth and final time in 
Singapore.

and Kendre Vidyalaya are 
participating and from Ko-

hima, Coraggio, Mezhur 
HSS, and Holy Family.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
The Dimapur District 
Table Tennis Association 
(DDTTA) issued a press 
release on Tue. Oct. 2 
through its general sec-
retary stating that it will 
be conducting selection 
of players for the forth-

coming inter-district and 
state open table tennis 
championship on Oct 4-5 
from 9 am to 4 pm at the 
multipurpose stadium.

All the interested reg-
istered players are re-
quested to report to the 
stadium at the scheduled 

date and time.
The press release also 

stated that a meeting of 
the office bearers will be 
held on October 3 at 3 pm 
in the stadium.

All office bearers are 
requested to attend the 
meeting.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
The Kewhimia Youth Or-
ganisation Kuda organised 
a one day penalty shootout 
at Diphupar village ground 
on Tuesday.

27 teams participated in 
the shootout according to 

an update received here on 
Tue. Oct. 2. Tribal Football 
Club from Dimapur town 
clinched the champions 
trophy and walked home 
with a cash prize of INR 
70000 while runners-up 
Shooting Star walk pock-

eted INR 40000.
The two semi-finalist 

Bigginers FC Diphupar and 
Central Jail FC received INR 
5000 each.

The best goalkeeper 
was awarded to Ato of 
Diphupar FC. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): Tie-
ma-Khe Kidima and Tribal 
Brothers won their respec-
tive matches on Tue. Oct. 2 
to enter the pre-quarter fi-
nal of the ongoing 19th NSF 
Martyrs' Memorial Trophy 
at Kohima local ground.

Kidima team earned 
a hard fought win against 
Kohima Science 
College Jotsoma 
2-1 in the first 
match.

Tiema-Khe 
Kidima opened 
the scoring through Kev-

isekho Thokhwe in the 40th 
minute

Kohima Sci-
ence College 
Jotsoma fought 
back and found 
the equaliser 
through Nok-

poh Konyak in the 58th 

minute.
With the match end-

ing in a stalemate, Zadutol 
Phinyo got his team into 
the driver seat by scoring in 
the 76th minute to give the 
lead. The team then held on 
to the lead to win the match 
and enter the pre-quarter of 

the tournament.
Laiwang scored four 

goals and Shurhosul Zhotso 
added two as Tribal Broth-
ers FC humiliated High 
School Taxi Drivers XI 9-0 
in the second match.

Laiwang scored a stun-
ner from a long range kick 
in the 5th minute and head-
ed home his second in the 
29th minute and scored two 
more goals in the second 
half in the 49th and 87th 
minute.

Shurhosul Zhotso add-
ed two goals in the 35th 
and 50th minutes while 
Aloumei (7th), Sohiampou 
(39th) and Akhobou(41st) 
contributed  one goal each 
for the team.

Tiema-Khe Kidima will 
now play against Tribal 
Brothers FC on October 10 
in their pre-quarterfinal 
match.

Wednesday’s matches
Centurion FC vs Jakhama 

Youth Organisation at 
12pm

Phezhu Boys Club vs Rang-
ers FC Medziphema at 2pm

series in a 4-1 success over 
India.

He is averaging an im-
pressive 36.50 with the bat 
and 23.23 with the ball after 
five Tests, with a highest 
score of 78 and best bowling 
figures of four for 74 with 
his left-arm swing.

Surrey captain Burns 
led from the front with a 
tally of 1,359 runs at an 
average of 64.71, includ-
ing four hundreds, as the 
County Championship title 
returned to the Oval for the 
first time since 2002.

The 28-year-old final-
ly forced his way into the 
England squad, where he 
will now have a chance to 
fill a vacancy at the top of 
the order following Alastair 
Cook's retirement from 
international cricket.

Natalie Sciver, captain 
of the Surrey Stars side that 
won the Kia Super League 
title, won the CWC's wom-
en's award.

Bucharest, Oct. 2 (AFP): 
Women's world number 
one Simona Halep, who re-
tired during her first-round 
match in Beijing over the 
weekend, said on Tuesday 
she has a herniated disc.

"I had an MRI on my 
back and found out that 
I have a herniated disc," 
the 27-year-old Romanian 
wrote on social media. "I 
will consult doctors in the 
coming days and will keep 
you informed."

"I hope to be back 
quickly," she said, without 
offering any timescale.

On Sunday, Halep said 
she was "worried now" 
when a persistent back 
problem forced her out of 
the China Open after just 31 
miserable minutes.

The Romanian never 
looked comfortable against 
Tunisian qualifier Ons Ja-
beur, losing the opening set 
of their first-round match 
6-1 before calling it quits.

She said at the time she 
thought it was a different 
back problem from the 

one that contributed to her 
early loss in Wuhan a week 
earlier.

"I knew that there is 
pain, but I thought if I warm 
up during the match, it's 
going to be better, but it 
wasn't," she said.

The Romanian has 

been struggling with inju-
ries over the later stages of 
the season.

She dropped out of the 
New Haven tournament at 
the end of August with an 
Achilles problem and then 
lost in the first round of the 
US Open a week later.


