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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 1 (EMN): In a major 
boost to Nagaland’s higher edu-
cation sector, the government of 
India has approved proposals for 
setting up of two colleges for ad-
vanced studies – an engineering 
college and a multi-professional 
college (law, management and 
music technology) in the state.

This was informed by the 
minister for Higher and Technical 
Education Temjen Imna Along. 
It was learnt that the Centre had 
given the nod to the engineering 
college in early September while 
the approval for the multi-pro-
fessional college was announced 
when a team from the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development 
(MHRD) visited the state for a 
review meeting for implementa-
tion of the Rashtriya Uchchatar 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) in Na-
galand, Manipur and Mizoram 
on September 27.

A statement from the minis-
ter’s office stated that the MHRD 
team led by the joint secretary 
(Higher Education) MHRD and 

National Mission Director (NMD) 
RUSA, Ishita Roy while appre-
ciating Nagaland for successful 
implementation of the first phase 
of RUSA, encouraged the state 
government to introduce multi-
disciplinary subjects to cater to 
the needs to the students. She 

also stated to have appreciated 
the efforts and the interest shown 
by minister Along in leading the 
department to ‘a higher level’. She 
observed him as a ‘young min-
ister who wants nothing but the 
best for his state when it comes 
to development in Higher Educa-

tion sector’. 
The NMD-RUSA also inter-

acted with the principals of 15 
government colleges to under-
stand the difficulties, challenges 
and issues faced by the colleges 
for NAAC accreditation. Remind-
ing that accreditation by NAAC 

was a parameter mandated by 
UGC, the ministry official un-
derscored the need for higher 
education institutions to join the 
accreditation bandwagon.

In his speech during the 
meeting, minister Along was said 
to have made an earnest appeal 
to the three Northeast states of 
Nagaland, Mizoram and Ma-
nipur not to allow the difficulties, 
situations, traditions or distances 
undermine the human strength. 
He highlighted the need to build 
the people/the human resource 
and felt if that was not there, no 
amount of money that comes 
from RUSA, MHRD would be able 
to ‘heal our wound’.

The minister, while thanking 
the MHRD for granting the second 
multi-professional college to the 
Nagaland under the second phase 
of RUSA, also shared his vision of 
making Nagaland an educational 
hub by upgrading the existing 
colleges, providing the required 
facilities and by establishing more 
professional colleges where more 
courses can be offered. 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
In a move to counter the 
‘social stigma’ associated 
with menstruation, the first 
automatic sanitary nap-
kin vending machine was 
launched at SKV Enterprise 
near the War Cemetery in 
Kohima on Monday.

The installation of the 
vending machine, an ini-
tiative of the Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC) Ltd., is 
to ‘create awareness about 
women’s health and to em-
power women’ in the state 
capital with easy access to 
sanitary napkins. 

With the installation, 
sanitary napkin will be 
available at a cheap price 
of INR 5 for a single pad. 
In 2016, a similar vending 
machine was installed at 
Guwahati Press Club which 
was sponsored by Junior 
Chamber International 
Guwahati Angels. 

In Kohima, additional 
deputy commissioner, 
Lithrongla Rutsa, unveiled 
the facility. Following the 
installation at SKV Enter-
prise, similar machines 
were also unveiled at other 
IOC fuel retail outlets in 
Kohima viz. Avilie petrol 
pump, Sekhose servicing 

centre and Theja petrol 
pump.

The deputy general 
manager (Retail Sales) Tin-
sukia division officer, IOC 
Ltd. MKK Pegoo during 
the launching programme 
said, IOC has initiated the 
venture with the primary 
objective to empower its 
prospective customers, es-
pecially the women drivers.

Pegoo also informed 
that more of such machines 
would be installed across 
the state in the future.

Appreciating the IOC’s 
initiation, Rutsa suggested 
the DGM to install such 
machines in schools, col-
leges, marketing complex, 
public places, if there is any 
provision available, so that 
women of all ages can have 
easy access.

Giving a brief highlight 
of IOC, state level coordina-
tor, Nagaland, N Kashung 
said out of the total 61 fuel 
outlets across the state, 49 
fuel outlets belongs to IOC 
with 11 outlets in Kohima 
town alone.

He also reiterated that 
more automatic sanitary 
napkin vending machine 
would be installed in all the 
IOC fuel outlets across the 
state in the coming days.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): The department of Power 
has informed that ‘some public’ had locked up the 
132/33kV Wokha sub-station at Niropen colony on 
Monday evening resulting in total shutdown of power 
supply to the whole of Wokha district, Tseminyu area 
and Pughoboto area. 

A statement from the executive engineer of Ko-
hima transmission division informed that the depart-
ment was ‘making all efforts to resolve the issue.’ 

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN):  The chief minister’s office 
(CMO) has informed that a fake message was in circu-
lation on WhatsApp by certain unscrupulous elements 
regarding change in portfolios of ministers. 

“This message is without any basis and is being 
circulated by malicious elements with an objective 
to cause confusion and unnecessary turmoil which 
can have an adverse effect on the ongoing relief and 
rehabilitation works as also on the overall law and 
order situation. 

“In this regard, an FIR has been registered and the 
matter is being investigated to punish these antisocial 
elements and criminals. Public are requested not to be 
misled by such messages and to desist from circulat-
ing the same,” read a statement issued by the CMO on 
Monday night. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 1: India cel-
ebrates Gandhi Jayanti on 
October 2 every year to mark 
the birthday of Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi and 
the United Nations General 
Assembly had declared in 
2007 to observe the occasion 
as the International Day of 
Non-Violence. However, it 
appears like most education-
al institutions in Nagaland 
are taking it as just another 
national holiday and not us-
ing the event to impart Gan-
dhian ideals and principles 
to the young minds.

Gandhi, who was born 
on October 2, 1869, champi-
oned the Indian independ-
ence movement against 
British rule and inspired 
movements for freedom 
across the world through his 
technique like non-violence 
and civil disobedience, earn-
ing him the “Father of the 
Nation” title. He was assas-
sinated on January 30, 1948.

Gandhi Jayanti is usu-
ally marked by tributes, com-
memorative ceremonies and 
prayer services at colleges 
and government institutions. 

The statues of Mahatma 
Gandhi are decorated with 
flowers and garlands but 
nothing much have been 
done to promote his ideals 
and principles to the public, 
especially young people. 
Schools and colleges in Na-
galand will remain closed on 
the occasion as is the case in 
the rest of the country but 
there won’t be special pro-
grammes like Teachers’ Day 
or Children’s Day in most 
institutions.

Principal of Christian 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur, S Moatemsu Wall-
ing, told Eastern Mirror that 
there is no such day set aside 
for celebrating Mahatma 
Gandhi. “Since it is a national 
holiday, we take it as a holi-
day,” he said.

Walling said that there is 
no “base to celebrate” Gan-
dhi Jayanti, whereas events 
like Jawaharlal Nehru’s birth 
anniversary, which falls on 
November 14, is celebrated 
as Children’s Day. He add-
ed that people in Nagaland 
hardly celebrate the birthday 
of Mahatma Gandhi and that 
the government too is not 

taking initiative to celebrate 
the day, which is why “we 
are not able to convey to the 
children about the Gandhian 
idea and philosophy.” 

“Moreover, celebrating 
this things also influence 
from one to the other. Sup-
pose a few schools are cele-
brating than it might encour-
age others to celebrate, but 
none of the schools are cel-
ebrating,” said walling, add-
ing that the school is ready 
to celebrate if government 
announces an “outline or a 
base” to celebrate Mahatma 

Gandhi’s birth anniversary.
He said that a little bit 

about Gandhi’s life and prin-
ciples are taught in class IX 
and X Social Sciences subject 
in school.

Other educational insti-
tutions, including Mount Si-
nai Higher Secondary School 
in Kohima, Christian Mission 
Higher Secondary School, 
4th Mile in Dimapur, Kohima 
College, Salt Christian Col-
lege of Teachers Education 
in Dimapur, Government 
Higher Secondary School, 
Seikhazou in Kohima, and 

Government High School, 
Khulazu Basa in Phek district 
will not be celebrating Gan-
dhi Jayanti. 

However, Principal of 
Pranab Vidhyapith Higher 
Secondary School in Di-
mapur, Monoj Bhattach-
arjee, said that the school 
would hold a gathering for 
students from class VII till 
Class XII on Oct. 2 and brief 
them on Gandhiji’s life and 
ideas before taking up social 
work to mark the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan.

It may be mentioned that 
Raj Bhavan Kohima will be 
commemorating the 150th 
birth anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi by organising 
a seminar on the thoughts 
and philosophy of the Father 
of the Nation. Governor PB 
Acharya had instructed the 
Department of Higher Edu-
cation to conduct quiz com-
petitions related to Gandhi in 
all the districts of Nagaland. 
The winners of the competi-
tion will be felicitated at Raj 
Bhavan during a programme 
to be attended by about 250 
select college students from 
Kohima and Dimapur.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 1: The four-day mass 
social work, which started on Septem-
ber 29 after Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
made a clarion call to the people of 
the state to come together for a clean 
and green Nagaland, comes to an end 
on Tuesday, Oct. 2 coinciding with the 
commemoration of the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Swachh Bharat day.

Rio led the state-wide Swacchata 
Hi Seva campaign from the front last 
weekend, cleaning the PHQ junction 
in Kohima along with the public. He 
later took to Twitter to express his 
satisfaction on the overwhelming re-
sponse of the people of the state and 
taking the cleanliness drive positively.

People from across the state are 
also expected to take part in cleaning 
their respective localities on the final 
day of the four-day mass social work.

The Dimapur chamber of com-
merce (DCCI) has asked all the busi-
ness establishments and shops to 
take part in cleanness drive in homes 
and offices from 7 am to 10 am on 
2nd October 2018 to observe Swatch 
Bharat day. The organisation has also 
asked directed everyone to “strictly 
comply and clean their surrounding, 
ensure flower pots and its catchment 
trays are dried, vessels are emptied, 

clear any and stagnant water in their 
surroundings.”

A statement issued by DCCI presi-
dent Akashe Zhimomi said that “pub-
lic health is prime importance to the 
business community and hence it 
urges the community to always ensure 
their surrounding clean and healthy 
throughout the year.”

Meanwhile, culmination pro-
gramme of mass social work for Ko-
hima district will be held at DC's 
conference hall, Kohima on October 
2, 2018. EAC (Dev.) Kohima, I Chang-
sang will chair the function and dep-
uty commissioner of Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan will give a brief report 
on the mass social work conducted in 
the district. 

DPRO, Kohima has said in a state-
ment that awards will be given to the 
best performing colonies and depart-
ments during the programme. The 
deputy commissioner of Kohima has 
also requested all the district heads 
officers and chairmen or representa-
tive of wards/colonies panchayat to 
attend the culmination function of 
mass social work.

Chief minister Neiphiu Rio had 
earlier thanked the people from all 
the 12 districts of the state for par-
ticipating in the Swachhata Hi Seva 
campaign.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): With 
the festive season in Nagaland 
already knocking at the door, 
the Nagaland Pollution Control 
Board has counselled caution 
while using firecrackers during 
celebrations.

On Monday, the regula-
tory agency issued a statement 
containing some guidelines 
laid down by the government of 
India to “regulate noise so that 
people are least disturbed.” The 
Noise (Regulation and Control 

of Pollution) Rule of 2000 does 
not permit bursting of crackers 
during the night i.e. 10 pm to 6 
am; and firecrackers generat-
ing noise above 125 decibels 
banned, it informed.

The deputy commissioner 
of a district, it reminded, was 
the implementing authority. 
“In addition to the above rules, 
the Nagaland Pollution Control 
Board under Section 31 A of the 
Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981 and Sec-

tion 8 of the Noise (Regulation 
and Control of Pollution) Rule, 
2000 directs that if there is to be 
firework: prior permission has 
to be taken from the concerned 
administration (sic) who shall 
give permission to carry out 
the firework specifying the time 
and place for the purpose (away 
from the hospitals, schools, 
residential areas). 

“Wide publicity shall be 
given prior to the event to avoid 
panic to the people in the vicin-
ity and to maintain congenial 
environment, prevent annoy-
ance, disturbance, and discom-
fort to the public,” it stated.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Oct. 1 (EMN): The deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Kohima, Rajesh Soundaranjan 
has cancelled 13 'non-existent publications' in 
Kohima district found listed with the Registrar 
of Newspaper for India (RNI).

Through an order issued on Monday, 
the DC cancelled the license of the following 
publishing units: Citizens Voice, Hill Express, 
Ketho Mu Kevi, Letter Mart, Naga Chronicle, 
Nagaland News, Nagaland Observer, Peace 
Center News, Nagaland Times, The Naga Ban-
ner, The Naga Herald, The Naga Voice, and The 
North East Times. 

The order was issued following a ‘spot-
verification’ during which those publications 

‘were found to be non-existent.’ The Kohima 
administration had acted on a letter from the 
state’s Directorate of Information and Public 
Relations seeking cancellation of ‘non-existent 
publications’ in Kohima district which have 
registered with the RNI. 

The DC has asked the publications/pub-
lishers to submit objections, if any, within 
one month “to enable the office to submit the 
report to the higher authority and the RNI as 
required.”

Failure to comply with the directive, it 
stated, would mean those ‘non-existent pub-
lications’ are deemed cancelled as per the pro-
visions of the Press and Registration of Books 
Act, 1867.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): In a new 
twist to the tussle for power within 
the NSCN (K), one of the contending 
groups has threatened to make public 
what it claimed was the rival group’s 
“treacherous deal with Myanmar Jun-
tas at Nyapidaw.”

Isak Sumi, one of the top NSCN (K) 
leaders to rebel against the leadership 
of its new chairman Yung Aung, issued 
a statement on Monday containing 
the threat to ‘expose every minute 
details of the Myanmar NCA group’s 
secret treacherous deal’ if necessary.

He accused the sect led by Yung 
Aung of wilfully seceding from NSCN 
(K) and entering into an NCA pact 
with the Myanmar government, 
“thus forfeiting almost a century-old 
Nagas’ struggle for sovereign inde-
pendence.” 

According to him, “The Nagas from 
India particularly cannot serve two 
masters and there cannot exist two 
parallel NSCN/GPRN in Nagaland. It 
would be a wastage of resources and 
unnecessary harassment to entertain 
the Myanmar NCA group in any form 
i.e. politically, morally or materially 
when they have sought refuge under 
Myanmar Juntas and are comfortably 
pursuing lucrative businesses worth 

millions in the form of road construc-
tion contracts, gold and jade mining, 
illicit opium trade and other extortion 
rackets. 

“The Nagas under Indian occupa-
tion cannot afford to continue to feed 
the Myanmar NCA group despite the 
presence of few misguided leaders 
from Nagaland in their midst. The 
hollow claim that the impeachment 
process was constitutional and con-
sented by all the NSCN/GPRN mem-
bers clearly exposes their ignorance, 
stupidity and insanity,” the statement 
read. 

Sumi went on to state: “It is utterly 
ridiculous to claim legality when only 
36 Pangmi workers plotted and ap-
pended the impeachment order amid 
thousands of NSCN/GPRN workers 
who were completely ignored, unin-
formed and uninvolved in the con-
spiracy. It is also pertinent to note that 
Yonghong was trained by UNLF and 
served in the UNLF initially, he had 
also been expelled from the NSCN for 
five years due to drug addiction and 
was reinstated later.”

He said that the sect led by the 
impeached leader, ‘Lt. Gen. (Rtd)’ 
Khango Konyak would ‘never be 
bogged down by the usurpers.’
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 Students paint their face with Mahatma Gandhi image ahead of his birth 
anniversary in Chennai, Monday Oct. 1, 2018. 



College conducts quiz competition in Mokokchung
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Teachers and students pose for the lens at Fazl Ali College in Mokokchung after the programme held in 
commemoration of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

(Left) Senior citizens attending International Day of Older Person’s at Kohima. (Right) “Open Doors”- senior citizens day care community centre members presenting “What a friend we have in Jesus” at Ao Baptist Arogo in Dimapur 
on Mon. Oct. 1.   

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN):  
Fazl Ali College conducted a 
quiz competition on Sep. 27 
at Fazl Ali College in Mokok-
chung. The event was held 
on the theme “The life and 
works of Mahatma Gandhi.” 

According to a press re-
lease, five institutions from 
Mokokchung participated 
in the event. The institu-
tions were, Fazl Ali College, 
Jubilee Memorial College, 
Peoples College, Mayang-
nokcha Higher Secondary 
School, and Town Higher 
Secondary School. 

The updates informed 
that a total of 5 teams par-
ticipated in the compe-

Wakching area students against ‘isolation’ due to diversion 

Health dept. appeals on MRVC 
Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
The Department of Health 
and Family Welfare on Fri. 
called on the citizens of 
Nagaland to join hands 
and support the upcoming 
Measles-Rubella Vaccina-
tion Campaign (MRVC) 
which will be kick started 
on Oct. 3 and make the 
state free of Measles and 
Rubella diseases.

 The Principal director 
of Department of Health 
and family welfare, Dr. 
Vikeyie Losu said that the 
neighbouring states like 
like Mizoram, Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh have all 
completed the campaign 

successfully. 
“A campaign of this 

magnitude is not easy and 
we have been preparing 
since last 4 months. Our de-
partment has been working 
very closely with education, 
social welfare, IPR, other 
line departments, Civil so-
ciety organizations, UN 
agencies (WHO, UNICEF, 
UNDP) and Faith-based 
organizations. I on behalf 
of the department extend 
our gratitude to each of 
them for the continuous 
support,” the release.  

“This vaccine has been 
in use for the last 46 years in 
the private sector as MMR. 

Government now, through 
MR campaign plans to 
reach out to all children 
with this costly vaccine, free 
of cost. Already 12 crore 
children have received MR 
vaccine in our country dur-
ing the campaign,” said 
Losu. 

Dispelling the rumours 
abuut the adverse effect of 
the vaccine among certain 
section of the soceity, Losu 
said that the vaccine is safe. 

“I appeal to all to dispel 
all fears and come forward 
to vaccinate your child, and 
give them double protec-
tion with just one dose,” the 
principal director stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): Citizens 
of Wakching area under the ae-
gis of the President. Wakching 
Town Students’ Union, Wakching 
Students’ Union and Wakch-
ing Chingla Students’ Union on 
Mon. expressed resentment for, 
what it termed as, ‘isolation’ due 
to the  proposed diversion of 
two-lane highway (SARDP-NE) 
Merangkong-Tamlu- Mon Road 
alignment at ‘kilometers 58 to 63’ 
near Wakching. 

A press statement jointly ap-
pended by Chingkak Konyak, 
Wakching Town Students’ Union, 
Methwang Konyak president 
of Wakching Students’ Union, 
and Chingjei Konyak, president 
of Wakching Chingla Students’ 
Union raised their deep concern 
about Wakching area due to the 
proposed diversion of the road. 

The students’ leaders point-

ed that Wakching is the cradle 
of Education for the Konyaks 
and is a historical place for the 
Nagas. The diversion will affect 
many state government and 
central government educational 
institutions. They stated that the 
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas 
(JNV) under the Ministry of the 
Human Resources Development 
where students from all over 
Nagaland pursue education will 
be detached from road connec-
tivity. Een the Govt. High School 
Wakching established in 1958 as 
the first High School in Konyak 
soil is another institution to be 
affected.

The students leader in the 
statement said that govern-
ment  offices like the office of 
SDO(Civil), BDO, SDEO, CDPO, 
SDO(PWD) is about to be de-
tached. Moreover, they said that 

the ‘diversion will affect eight 
villages and one administrative 
headquarter. 

The statement said that the 
affected villages will be Wakch-
ing Village, Wakching Chingla, 
Lampong Wakching, Wanching, 
Wanching Yongmuoh, Ching-
phoi, Chindang, Shiyong and 
Wakching Hq.

Saying that the government of 
Nagaland make careful analysis 
as the NHIDCL has made various 
reasons with regard to the diver-
sion, the statement said that 
during the first meeting at the 
deputy commissioner’s office on 
July 9, 2018, the GM of NHIDCL, 
Arun Kumar had clearly stated 
that finance was not the problem 
but the gradient of the road at 
Wakching portion is high and 
thereby does not fulfill the high-
way criteria. 

“However, the public leaders 
of Wakching Area challenged the 
NHIDCL in the meeting at the 
office of the Chief Secretary on 
28th August 2018 by requesting 
the Nagaland government to re-
check the gradient through tech-
nical experts,” the statement said. 
It alleged that during the meeting 
with the chief minister on Sep. 27, 
“the NHIDCL twisted the reason 
for diversion stating about the 
financial constrain”. 

“The difference between the 
existing road and the diversion 
is just eight kilometers. But 90% 
of the earth work is already com-
pleted by the Maytas & Gayatri 
firm in the existing road whereas; 
fresh cutting has to be done in 
the diversion. Therefore, financial 
constrain is just a mere excuse,” 
the students’ leaders stated. . 

The statement said that the 

government of Nagaland should 
spearhead the issue for retain-
ing the existing road instead of 
simply listening to the NHIDCL 
as the particular protion of road 
(13 kilometres) “is not included 
in the Highway, the state govern-
ment will be bound to declare it 
as PWD road when the treasury of 
the Nagaland Government itself 
is empty”. 

“With Rs. 1657.88 crore defi-
cits in the state government, it 
will be a blunter to take the extra 
burden. We are really surprised by 
the approach of the state govern-
ment to this diversion issue,” the 
statement added while urging the 
chief minister, the deputy chief 
minister  home and National 
Highways, elected members and 
public leaders “from the land of 
Angh to save Wakching Area from 
deep social isolation”. 

57400 beneficiaries under 
old age pension scheme

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Secretary of Social wel-
fare department Sarah R. 
said that there are 57400 
beneficiaries under old 
age pension scheme in 
the state. Speaking at the 
state-level celebration of 
International Day of Old-
er Persons at Japfu Hotel 
in Kohima on Mon. Ritse 
said that there are 51750 
beneficiaries whose age 
is above 60-70 years and 
5650 beneficiaries whose 
age is 80 years and above 
under Indria Gandhi Na-
tional Old Age Pension 
Scheme as on 2017-18 in 
the state.

The secretary said that 
the department is con-
tributing for the welfare 
of senior citizens through 
National Social Assist-
ance Programme funded 
by the ministry of Rural 
Development. NSAP is 
a social assistance pro-
gramme for poor house-
holds and represents a 
significant step towards 
the fulfilment of the di-
rective principles in Ar-
ticles 41 and 42 of the 
constitution. The finan-
cial assistance is provided 
to senior citizens where 
monthly pensions of Rs. 
200 is given to senior citi-
zens whose age is 60 -79 
years and a monthly pen-
sions of Rs.500 is given 
to those whose age is 80 
years and above.1ts aim is 
to alleviate their poverty 
and provide their basic 
needs, she informed.

Ritse,  also said that the 
day is celebrated world-
wide to bring to the atten-
tion of the society to the 
problems affecting the 
life of older people, pro-
mote public awareness 
and focus on behavioural 
changes and responsi-
bilities of people towards 
senior citizens which can 
help them to have a better 
and happy life.

The state-level cel-
ebration of International 
Day of Older Persons, 
organised by the depart-
ment of social welfare, 
was held on the theme 
‘celebrating older human 
rights champions’ with Dr 
Neikesalie Kire advisor, 
rural development as the 
guest of honour. 

 Dr. Kire, while speak-
ing on the occasion, said 
the Naga’s are following 
the tradition of taking 
care of their elderly citi-
zens, where he urged the 
people to continue and 
introspect to do better to 
come forward and give 
back to the society. Kire 
appealed the senior citi-
zens to begin to look at 
themselves as a special 
person stating that grow-
ing old is a privilege.

He also assured that 
to look into the matter 
for enhancement of the 
senior citizen’s pension 
issues which, he said, has 
been stopped even after 
the cabinet approval in 
2010. Kire said that he 
will call for a coordina-
tion meeting with the so-
cial department, civil and 
food supplies and rural 
development department 
to see what is available 
for the betterment of the 
elderly people.

Mezivolu T. Therieh, 
NJS member secretary, 
State legal services au-
thority in her speech sug-
gested that the depart-
ment or NGOs should set 
up recreational club or 
centre for the elderly peo-
ple which can encourage 
them to come together.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
theme, she said it was 
to reaffirm the commit-
ment and promote full 
and equal enjoyment of 
all human rights and fun-
damental freedoms by 
older persons.

She urged the gath-
ering to strive forward 
for protecting the sen-
ior citizens and to give 
them the love and respect 
they deserve. “Let us once 
again commit our self to 
show our appreciation 
to our parents and senior 
citizens not just today 
but every single day” said 
Therieh.

Former Rajya Sabha 
member and vice presi-
dent Nagaland Pentecos-
tal Church Council Khy-
mo Lotha, and Margaret 
A Shikshak, director of 
Margaret Shishak School 
of Music (MSSM) Patkai 
Christian College were 
conferred with the state 
award for senior citizens 
this year.

STATE

International Day of Older Persons celebrated in Nagaland

WEATHER REPORT (OCT. 1)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA - - - - -

DIMAPUR 33 23 25.6 91 NIL

WOKHA 22.6 18.6 19.3 91 NIL

ZBT 22.5 15.3 20.3 93 4

MON 30 22 21.7 92 2

TUENSANG 24.2 20 18.2 84 NIL

MKG 25 18.4 19.4 83 NIL

PHEK 26 17 18.7 80 NIL

KIPHIRE 30 22 21 82 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 17.5 20.2 80 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27.4 19 18.7 69 NIL

JALUKIE 29 16 17.3 89 11

MANGKOLEMBA 29.2 23 23.6 89 3.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Oct. 1: In an anti-climax to 
the International Day of Older Persons, 
several senior citizens staged a protest in 
the national capital on Sunday to draw 
the government’s attention towards their 
measly pension of INR 200 per month 
and to demand a universal social security 
scheme to cover all those aged 65 and 
above.  

According to researchers, a person 
needs to spend INR 2700 per month on 
food supplements to live a healthy life, to 
be in good health and to survive.

There are about 8 cr. senior citizens 
in India and there are many who are not 
getting old age pension or are unaware 
of the benefit available for older persons.

This concern was raised by Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate and Dimapur District 
Legal Services Authority (DLSA) secretary 
Ajongba Imchen on the occasion of In-
ternational Day of Older Persons (IDOP)
which was observed at Ao Baptist Arogo, 
Burma Camp in Dimapur on Mon. Oct. 
1. The event was organised by the de-
partment of Social Welfare Dimapur in 
collaboration with Dimapur DLSA. 

The CJM said the state govt. has 
never addressed the rights or welfare 
of the senior citizens and as bonafide 
citizens of the country, the senior citi-
zens is entitled to their rights. He said 
100% support would be given to whoever 
seeks assistance from the DLSA but was 
discouraging that the free assistance was 
not availed by the people.     

Imchen assured that the DLSA would 
assist in addressing the issues of the 
senior citizens in 15 days’ time if ap-
proached. 

At the event,  80-year-old Kedouzulou 
Wetsah, the founder of Nagaland Chil-
dren Home at Diphupar ‘A’, and 85-year-
old K Izheto Zhimomi, who is the presi-
dent of Medziphema sub-division GB 
Union and Advisor Western Sumi Kukami 
Hoho Dimapur, were recognised for their 
contributions to the society. 

Advisor for Power dept. H Tovihoto 
Ayemi, who was supposed to be the 
special invitee, could not attend the 

programme but the legislator gifted 
torchlights to the older persons signifying 
them as ‘light of the world’.    
Longleng: Abuse and respect unfold at 
our respective homes by and with our 
near and dear ones and denying rights 
and privileges to the senior citizens will 
unfold discriminations and rejection 
in the family and society, said former 
Executive Secretary Phom Baptist Chris-
tian Association (PBCA) Nuklu Phom at 
the “International Older Persons’ Day” 
organised by the department of Social 
Welfare in collaboration with District 
Legal Service Authority, Longleng. 

Asserting on the year’s celebration 
theme “Celebrating Older Human Rights 
Champions”, Phom persuaded the com-
munity to maintain dignity and value of 
life and be a champion of life in fighting 
discrimination and abuse in the society.  

Phom felicitated the senior citizens 
with gifts and awarded some cash to 
96-year-old Rev. L Shongpang, an Out-
reach Missionary and the senior-most 
among the gathering. The Reverend, a 
prominent leader of the Phom commu-
nity, has served as a govt.  servant, Na-
tional Worker and with the Phom Baptist 
Church Association in various capacities. 
Rev. Shongpang shared his life experi-
ence and invoked God’s blessing upon 
the senior citizens.      

Project Assistant, Longleng DLSA 
Hamnyei Angh expounded on ‘Mainte-
nance and Welfare of Parents and Senior 
Citizens Act 2007’ that dealt with how 
older persons were treated by their chil-
dren, relatives, and grandchildren, who  
may possibly inherit the property of a 
senior citizen. 

The maintenance here includes pro-
vision for food, clothing, residence, and 
medical attendance and treatment.  
Mokokchung: Mokokchung SDO (C) 
Thungchanbemo Tungoe on the occa-
sion of IDOP acknowledged the con-
tributions made by the older persons 
through whom the society, today, stands. 

At the IDOP celebration organised by 
District Welfare Officer, Mokokchung at 
Ongpangkong Salang, Tungoe reminded 

the gathering to acknowledge the contri-
butions of senior citizens through respect 
and love. He also called upon the older 
persons to inculcate positive outlook in 
life so that they could continue to con-
tribute to the society.

President, Pensioner Association, 
Mokokchung, Tianochet highlighted 
some of the activities taken up by pen-
sioner association for older citizens in 
the district. In acknowledgement for the 
contributions made towards the society 
in various capacities, special awards were 
presented to K. Marla Aier, Retd. Nurse, 
and Nabin Changkiri, Rtd. Headmaster. 
Zunheboto: The social welfare depart-
ment, Zunheboto in collaboration with 
District Legal Services Authority and 
SBCZ Women Department Day Care for 
Old Aged Persons’ organised an event for 
older persons on Monday with deputy 
commissioner Zunheboto, Shanavas C, 
IAS as the guest speaker. 

The DC implored upon the senior 
citizens to know their rights and respon-
sibilities. He asked the senior citizen 
forum Zunheboto to organise workshops 
and seminars in remote areas with 
resource persons to educate them on 
their rights. He added that “this kind of 
celebrations” should not be focused only 
in towns but also in villages and remote 
areas. He also assured help to the SCFZ. 
Tuensang: 98-year-old Yapmuli Yimc-
hunger and 97-year-old Sasela Chang 
were declared as the oldest persons on 
the occasion of International Day of 
Older Persons observed at CKS Hall in 
Tuensang with Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Tuensang P. Mono as 
the chief guest. 

The programme was organised by the 
Social Welfare Department and United 
Tribes Elderly Leaders’ Union (UTELU). 

Appreciating the organisers for the 
programme, the ADC said that the uni-
versal declaration of Human Rights by 
UNO mentioned that every human being 
is equal irrespective of race and colour. 
He added that every old person has 
equal rights as others like freedom from 
discrimination, freedom from violence, 

right to health, and right to property and 
inheritance. He added that if any older 
person is deprived of these rights, he/she 
should approach the authority for assist-
ance, and that the government is provid-
ing various plans and schemefor them.

ADC Mono called upon the elders 
of the district to lead the younger gen-
eration through their honesty, hard-work 
and wisdom. 
Peren: District Welfare Office Peren in 
collaboration with the Peren District 
Legal Services Authority celebrated the 
International Day of Older Persons at 
Goan Bura Hall in Peren town. 

ADC Chubawati Chang as theme 
speaker of the program addressed that 
the elderly people should be respected by 
one and all while reminding that senior 
citizens are considered to be the protec-
tor of the society with their experience 
and knowledge.

Speaking on the role and activities of 
the Peren District Legal Services Author-
ity, Penal Lawyer, Asuni Newmai briefed 
on the maintenance and welfare of Peren 
and Senior Citizens Act 2007. She stated 
that this Act protects the parents and 
Senior Citizen from difficulties. She also 
said that PDLSA provides justice to the 
poor and downtrodden by providing as-
sistance up to INR 10,000.

During the program 93 year-old 
Heizuhangle and 83 year-old Paurang 
(Rangkau) who was recognised as the 
most elderly persons in Peren Town were 
also awarded with citation.  
Phek: The Phek district awarded the 
‘Best Senior Citizen’ award to 104 year-
old Venietsulu Hoshi and 101 year-old 
Thoputso Rhakho on the occasion of 
IDOP celebrated at Phek Hq by Phek DC 
Orenthung Lotha.  

The department of Social Welfare and 
Senior Citizen Association Phek organ-
ised the celebration at DPDB Hall in Phek.

The DC who was the guest speaker 
welcomed the older persons and also 
expounded on love and care for the older 
person. The Legal Service Authority Phek 
district expounded on legal and law pro-
vision for senior citizen.

tition, during which two 
students from each college 
represented their institu-
tions. 

According to the up-
dates, Jubilee Memorial 
College bagged the first 
prize, whereas the second 

and third prizes went to 
Fazl Ali College and Town 
Higher Secondary School 
respectively. 

Dimapur to 
celebrate 
RTI week
Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner 
and First Appellate Author-
ity Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel, IAS has informed 
all the Head of the Offices 
(HoOs) and NGOs that the 
celebration of RTI week is 
scheduled to be held on 
6th October 2018 at 11:00 
AM in the conference hall 
of deputy commissioner, 
Dimapur. All concerned 
have been requested to 
attend the programme 
positively.
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Tongpang inspects 
ongoing works in Mkg. 

Natural products salon 
launched outlet in Dimapur 

Clinic-cum-agri. business centre for farmers in Dmr.

NCSU resents table tender 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 1 (EMN): Minister for 
PWD Tongpang Ozukum visited differ-
ent locations where clearing/cleaning of 
clogged drainage and culvert was being 
carried out in and the town.

The clearing of choked culvert and 
drainage was carried at Old Town Hall road 
and NH 02 by the district administration 
in collaboration with MMC, PWD (R&B), 
PWD (Mechanical) PWD (NH), UDO and 
SDRF (Home Guard & Civil Defence) as 
part of the mass social work under Swach-
hata Hi Siva from Sept. 29- Oct. 02.

Besides, the minister also went for spot 
verification at various locations around 
the town where upcoming road extension 
and repairing projects will be initiated. 
The minister was accompanied by District 
Administration Officials and PWD official 
during his tour.

Speaking with Eastern Mirror,  Ozu-

kum expressed satisfaction at the on-
going mass social works conducted by 
various departments under Mokokchung 
District.

The minister particularly expressed 
satisfaction at the work undertaken 
around the main town in between the 
Nagaland State Transport (NST) station 
and hospital road which during the past 
months was causing a lot of insolvencies 
to the public. 

Ozukum is also expected to grace the 
culmination programme of Swachhata Hi 
Siva at Town Hall on Oct. 02. Organize by 
District Administration and MMC.

It may be mentioned that more than 50 
Government departments in Mokokchung 
District participated in the Mass social 
works conducted at Sewak Gate, Hospital 
area, MMC Shopping Complex, Police 
Point, Old Tow/ vegetable Market and 
Salangtem Market area on Sept. 29.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 1: Believing 
in a cliché of ‘self reliance’ 
and ‘dignity of labour,’ four 
young Naga entrepreneurs 
launched Natural Leaf Sa-
loon (NLS) on Oct. 1 in 
Dimapur, with an aim to 
provide ‘high quality serv-
ices’ to their clients.

The venture was start-
ed by Avilie Vitsu, Hrinyü, 
Ashiphro, and Alhiphro. 
They boast of 100% natu-
ral products and termed it 
as “totally natural.” 

One of the proprietors, 
Avilie Vitsu, said that the 
salon is the first of its kind 
in the Northeastern state 
and he hoped to enlarge 
the business in future. 

He mentioned that 
about INR seven lakh was 
invested into the venture. 
Natural Leaf Salon is a 
unisex salon, and a retail 
outlet of Inatur Beauty 
and Body care products, a 
Delhi-based company lo-
cated in Noida, he added.

Every start ups are 
bound to have faced some 
amount of challenges. Vit-
su admitted that getting 
the products, and trans-
porting them to and fro, 

from Guwahati and Delhi 
to Dimapur was one of 
the major difficulties they 
faced.

Vice president of the 
Nationalist People’s Dem-
ocratic Party, Lipok Pon-
gen, was the chief guest of 
the day. 

He said that to become 
entrepreneurs does not 
come to every individual’s 
mind. 

He lauded them for 
taking the initiative and 
starting their own busi-
ness and said: “I think this 
is also a change” by uplift-
ing dignity of labour.

 Government does not 
have enough jobs to pro-
vide all the unemployed 
youths in the state, he 
pointed out.

Terming the beginning 
of the Natural Leaf Salon 
as “graceful,” Pongen said: 
“Taking the name of God 
in the initiative will never 
be a lost.” 

He expressed his con-
fidence and wishes them 
best with their works.

The salon is located at 
the second floor of Koutsü 
Complex, Circular Road in 
Dimapur. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Oct. 1: Depart-
ment of Agriculture-spon-
sored Agri/Vet-Clinic & Agri 
Business Centre (ACABC) 
was inaugurated on Sep-
tember 28 near highway 
filling centre at Tinali in 
Dimapur. 

Dr. Temsu T Walling is 
the proprietor of the clinic-
cum-agriculture business 
centre who was selected 
by the department of Ag-
riculture, government of 
Nagaland to manage the 
undertaking.

Walling told Eastern 
Mirror that the main ob-
jective of the centre was to 
provide service to farmers 
and educate them about the 
benefits of using eco-friend-
ly and organic use of bio-
fertilizers, bio-insecticides, 
and bio-fungicides. 

Walling said that his ob-
jective is to teach farmers 
about the negative effects 
of the use and hoarding of 
banned chemicals so that 
the state can become an 
eco-friendly organic state in 
the near future.

While recommending 
farmers about organic farm-
ing, Walling said that hybrid 
seeds and roots will be made 
available in his clinic. Also 

flower seeds including Indo-
American flower seeds could 
be obtained from his clinic. 

“Everything is organic 
in my shop,” Walling stated.

Temsu Walling is a vet-
erinary doctor by profes-
sion, in that he wants people 
to step into his clinic to look 
after the welfare of their 
pets. “Every pet, if it needs 
remedy can walk into my 
store,” he added. 

“Government is giv-
ing its best effort to change 
the state into a solid eco-
friendly organic producing 
Nagaland, for which I would 
like to impart certain knowl-
edge to farmers about the 
benefits of organic farming,” 
Walling added. 

“I was over aged and 
never employed in any gov-
ernment sector. However, 
the state government se-
lected me to open a centre 
in which farmers can obtain 
farming ideas in relation 
to organic farming. In no 
time this kind of centre will 
be open in all the districts 
in Nagaland,” Walling dis-
closed. Notwithstanding 
its acclaimed potential for 
organic fruits and vegeta-
bles in Nagaland, citizens 
of the state still continue to 
consume huge quantities of 

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Contractors’ 
& Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) 
on Mon. reiterated its de-
mand  to stop table tender 
and works execution by 
various departments, as it 
is total violation of Govern-
ment standing order

A press release from 
the union’s president, Pele 
Khezhie and general sec-
retary, John Kath extended 
fullest cooperation and ap-
preciation to Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio for “insisting 
on floating open tender 
for construction and reno-
vation of all District and 
Sub-Division H.Q road  in 

Nagaland”. 
While supporting the 

state Government to scru-
tinize while allotting works 
to contractors should be 
based on merit without 
any partiality, the union 
cautioned all the depart-
ment to strictly follow gov-
ernment standing order 
by inviting open tender in 
all the Contract and Sup-
ply Works to avoid legal 
action.

The union further di-
rected all its district unit 
to mobilise evolution duty 
in their respective District 
and report the information 
to Head Office.

"In compliance with the declaration made by the Government of 
Nagaland for mass social work across the state from 29th September to 
2nd October, 2018 the Officers and Staff of the Directorate of Industries 
and Commerce, Nagaland, Kohima had conducted 1(one)day social 
work in the Directorate office premises on 1st October, 2018 during 
which all the employees had actively participated in the social work as 
per the instruction of the Government".

(Er. S. Temsulong Jamir)
Director of Industries & Commerce

chemical treated vegetables 
and fruits. Farmers can now 
make use of the opportu-
nity provided by the depart-
ment of Agriculture at a time 
when the state’s own organic 
produce is still unable to 
reach a small fraction of the 
population.
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Legal action against govt. employees if 
they abandon parents — Manipur CM

Fly ash from Bihar reaches Assam using waterways 

Air Marshal Nambiar new 
chief of Eastern Air Command

Rajnath calls Tripura leaders to discuss NRC

Flesh trade on the rise in narrow alleys of Manipur

122nd birth anniversary of Irabot observed at Hoijai

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 1 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh on Monday said 
that his government will 
take legal action against the 
employees who fail to look 
after their parents, add-
ing that the government 
receives many complaints 
of ill treating older persons 
during Meeyamgi Numit 
and Hill leaders’ day.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of International Day of 
Older Persons at Khuman 
Lampak, the chief minister 
said one cannot succeed 
without the blessings of his 
or her parents.

“Those who misbehave 
and ill-treat parents will 
never be successful in their 
life. On the contrary, those 
who seek their parents’ 
blessing will surely suc-
ceed,” he said.

“If any government of-
ficial or employee is found 
to have abandoned their 
parents, legal action will 
be initiated against him or 
her,” the CM added.

The minister urged the 

PTI

N Biren Singh honouring an elderly man on the ocassion of the International Day of Older Persons at 
Khuman Lampak in Manipur.

PTI

A barge carrying 1,233 tonnes of bagged fly ash that reached Pandu Inland port, Guwahati from Bihar on 
Monday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1954SUD0KU 1794
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Satiates
 6. A large platform used in a 

performance
 11. Adult male
 14. A fried turnover filled with potato
 15. Brother of Moses
 16. Anger
 17. Spontaneous or without thinking
 19. Immediately
 20. Relating to the nose
 21. Wounds or mutilates
 23. Rouse
 27. Consternation
 28. Amounts paid out
 32. Frosting
 33. Urns
 34. Pad
 37. Castrate
 38. Good-looking (British slang)
 39. Withered
 40. A former English cloth measure
 41. Ganders
 42. Gnat
 43. Thesis
 45. Make smaller
 48. Constructs
 49. Long periods of geologic time
 50. Laughs
 53. Wildebeest
 54. One who believes in the equality 

of people
 60. Answer (abbrev.)
 61. Memos
 62. Vampire
 63. Seated oneself
 64. Vapors
 65. Sufficiently 

 DOWN
 1. Traverse over snow
 2. Advice columnist ___ Landers
 3. It is (poetic)
 4. Estimate (abbrev.)
 5. Beaming

 6. Pouches
 7. Goodbye (slang)
 8. Anagram of “Lair”
 9. Governor (abbrev.)
 10. Foes
 11. A half note in music
 12. Fragrance
 13. Gossipy
 18. An ancient aromatic 

ointment 
 22. Donkey
 23. A very light brown
 24. Surpass
 25. Accidental overflow

 26. Take care of
 27. A squirrel’s nest
 29. Types of vines
 30. Armor to protect the upper 

thigh
 31. Theater guide
 34. Army doctor
 35. Slang or lingo
 36. Adolescents
 38. Writing table
 39. Location
 41. A Chinese herb 
 42. A semisweet dessert wine 

from Sicily

 43. Harsh noise
 44. Nipple
 45. Heroic tales
 46. A reddish brown hair dye
 47. Anagram of “Tours”
 50. Caps or derbies, for 

example
 51. To the windward side
 52. Snake sound
 55. Anagram of “Ago”
 56. Male sheep
 57. Elf
 58. Be unwell
 59. Negative
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gathering to ensure that 
the elderly people live a 
secured, dignified and pro-
ductive life.

He also mentioned that 
the number aged over 60 
who are physically, psy-
chologically or financially 
persecuted at home every 

year is projected to reach 
14.3 crores in the country by 
the 2021 against 1.98 crore 
in 1951.

State Education Minis-
ter Th Radheshyam, who 
was also a part of Monday’s 
event, said parents remain 
concerned for their children 

all life, but they have no one 
to look after them as they 
turn old.

“Parents take care of 
their children under all cir-
cumstances. The same rule 
should apply for grown-ups. 
They, too, should be able to 
cater to the needs of their 

aging parents,” he added.
Radheshyam said that 

the older persons need to 
be given proper care and 
love by their children and 
younger people so that they 
may lead a jubilant life till 
their death.

Later, the dignitaries 
also honoured 

Selected elderly persons 
by presenting gifts were 
honoured on the occasion. 
A medical camp for elderly 
persons was also organised 
in coordination with Direc-
torate of Health Services as 
part of the celebration at the 
function venue. 

A group of children, who 
attended the function, were 
also administered pledge of 
giving love, care and respect 
to elderly persons and par-
ents at the function.

T h e  s t a t e  g ov e r n -
ment currently provides 
old age pension of INR 
200 to around 1 lakh older 
persons in the state every 
month and financial sup-
port of INR 1000 each to 
300 who resides in old age 
homes. 

Agartala, Oct.1 (IANS): Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh will meet tribal outfit 
INPT’s leaders in Delhi on October 4 to dis-
cuss their demand for a National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Tripura, a party leader said 
here on Monday.

“Following our request, the Home Min-
ister has called Indigenous Nationalist Party 
of Tripura (INPT) President Bijoy Kumar 
Hrangkhawl and General Secretary Jaga-
dhish Debbarma to New Delhi to discuss the 
demand,” INPT Advisory Council Chairman 
Srota Ranjan Khisa told IANS.

Khisa said: “Tripura’s main opposition 
tribal party will also file a petition in the 
Supreme Court soon to seek introducing of 
the NRC in the state. We will also hold a sit-
in in New Delhi in November on the issue.” 
He said that the INPT last month submitted 
a memorandum to the Registrar General 

and Census Commissioner of India in New 
Delhi on the reasons for the need of the NRC 
in Tripura.

The INPT has been campaigning in 
Tripura in support of its demands -- with-
drawal of the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016; more constitutional power to Tripura 
Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council; 
introduction of inner-line permit in these 
areas; and inclusion of Kokborok language 
in the 8th Schedule of the Constitution.

Another tribal party, the Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) which is a junior 
partner in the BJP -led alliance government, 
is also agitating in support of similar de-
mands. Six other smaller tribal parties in 
Tripura have also been intermittently voic-
ing their support for demands concerning 
the tribals, who comprise one third of the 
state’s four-million population.

Shillong, Oct. 1 (IANS): Air Marshal Rag-
hunath Nambiar on Monday took over as 
the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of 
the Eastern Air Command at a ceremony 
here.

Air Warriors of Headquarters Eastern Air 
Command presented Air Marshal Deo, who 
succeeded Air Marshal Anil Khosla, with a 
ceremonial guard of honour on assuming 
command.

Khosla has been appointed as new Vice 
Chief of Air Force.

Commissioned in the Indian Air Force as 
Fighter Pilot in June 1981, Nambiar has the 
distinction of having the highest number of 

flying hours on the Mirage-2000 in the IAF 
with over 2300 flying hours on the aircraft 
to his credit, and overall 5100 hrs of flying 
experience.

He is an Experimental Test Pilot and has 
flown 42 types of aircraft as Pilot in Com-
mand.

Nambiar, who had earlier served in the 
Eastern Air Command headquarters as 
Senior Air Staff Officer (SASO), is a member 
of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots 
and was the Project Test Pilot for the Light 
Combat Aircraft Tejas.

Prior to taking over as chief of EAC, he 
was the Deputy Chief of the Air Staff.

Guwahati, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
A consignment of 1233 
tonne of fly ash from Bihar 
reached the Pandu Inland 
port here Monday travel-
ling through three water-
ways route, including the 
Indo-Bangladesh Proto-
col, the Inland Waterways 
Authority of India (IWAI) 
said in a statement.

In one of the longest 
hauls in Inland Water Sec-
tor (IWT) movement in the 
country, the consignment 
completed a month-long 
voyage from Bihar to As-
sam through three water-
ways, the statement said.

The 1233 tonne of 
bagged flyash (by prod-
uct from National Ther-
mal Power Corporations 

(NTPC) Kahalgaon power 
plant, Bihar) had sailed 
for Pandu Inland Port on 
September 30 to cover a 
distance of 2085 km.

This is a critical inte-
grated movement through 
three Waterways NW-1 
(river Ganga), the Indo 
Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) 
route and NW -2, (river 
Brahmaputra), it said.

Two IWAI barges of 
1000 tonne capacity each 
carried the consignment 
for delivery to Star Ce-
ments for use in its cement 
plant in Guwahati.

Fly ash is in huge de-
mand as raw material in 
cement and brick industry 
and is also used for the 
purpose of land filling.

Earlier, the vessels 
reached Dhubri on Sep-
tember 26 after entering 
Bangladesh Waters on 
September 11.

In July, IWAI launched 
a dedicated portal ‘FOCAL’ 
to connect cargo owners 
and shippers with real 
time data on availability 
of vessels.

As part of IWAIs envi-
ronment friendly and cost 
effective alternative mode 
of transport, substantial 
infrastructure develop-
ment like multi-modal 
and inter-modal termi-
nals, Roll on-Roll off (Ro-
Ro) facilities, ferry serv-
ices, navigation aids are 
underway, the statement 
added.

Imphal, Oct. 1 (PTI):  The 
dingy motels that dot the 
narrow alleys of Paona Ba-
zaar in Imphal, amid the 
liquor dens and roadside 
eateries, have become the 
latest hub of flesh trade in 
the city, a study conducted 
by a local non-government 
organization (NGO) has 
claimed.

At nearby Thangal Ba-
zaar and North AOC areas, 
too, organised sex trade 
has seen a steady growth in 
the recent years, according 
to data compiled by NGO 
Meitei Leimarel Sinnai Sang 
(MLSS).

S Inaocha, the project 
director of MLSS, said a sur-
vey conducted till August 
has registered 915 female 
sex workers (FSW) in the 
state capital as against 908 
last year.

“The actual figure is far 
more than what we have re-
corded as many FSWs were 
reluctant to reveal their true 
identities. Even the ones 

who have registered them-
selves with MLSS had to be 
persuaded several times,” 
she told PTI. Most of these 
women have been victims of 
extreme poverty and abuse, 
Inaocha stated.

“Behind every case of 
FSW, there exists a tragic in-
dividual history. They were 
either forced into the pro-
fession by their near ones or 
had to take it up to feed their 
families.” 

Onaebe was just 15 years 
old when she was married 
off to a heroin addict at 
Thoubal district by her fam-
ily. After giving birth to a 
daughter, she divorced her 
husband at the age of 19 and 
came to the capital town 
to earn a living by selling 
vegetables.

“Selling regular vegeta-
bles, I could barely make Rs 
200 per day. It was difficult 
to make ends meet. At the 
motels, I earn more than 
Rs 200 in an hour,” Onaebe, 
who is now 25, said.

However, the money 
they earn and the amount 
they take home are never 
the same.

“The pimps and ar-
rangers often take away a 
chunk of the collections 
these FSWs make. They are 
the ones who run the show,” 
Inaocha said.

Another woman, who 
refused to be identified, said 
she was tricked into joining 
the trade by a local at her 
hometown in Churachand-
pur district.

“I came to Imphal to 
work for a private company, 
but ended up joining the 
flesh trade. I was locked up 
in a hotel room for several 
days and not allowed to con-
tact anyone. They agreed 
to set me free only after I 
relented,” she added.

“The FSWs registered 
with MLSS also included 
Female Injecting Drug Users 
(FIDUs). Some of them take 
heavy doses of heroin to get 
through the day,” Inaocha 

said.
Nirvana Foundation, 

another NGO working with 
women addicts, said it has 
registered 265 FIDUs as of 
September this year com-
pared to 231 last year.

Both FSWs and FIDUs 
face harassment by social 
groups and clubs engaged in 
moral policing, H Devlaxmi, 
the project manager of Nir-
vana Foundation, said.

Both MLSS and Nirvana 
have come together to open 
“night shelters” for the sex 
workers and addicts.

“The shelters would save 
them from exploitation to a 
certain extent in the night 
hours,” Devlaxmi explained.

Alliance India, head-
quartered in Delhi, along 
with Nirvana is currently 
conducting a research - Vio-
lence Intervention - to ana-
lyse the hostility perpetu-
ated towards FIDUs and 
FSWs by the moral policing 
brigade, she said.

“It’s a challenging task 

as these social groups target 
women who cannot retali-
ate. They, however, cannot 
raise a finger at those who 
import bulk of drugs in the 
state from India-Myanmar 
border town of Moreh,” the 
project manager at Nirvana 
said.

“The FSWs and FIDUs 
are too scared to file com-
plaints with the police. It 
becomes hard to trace them 
once they leave without 
informing us,” Inaocha said.

The two NGOs, along 
with local activists, are try-
ing to raise awareness on 
the legal rights enjoyed by 
the women.

“A legal clinic under Ma-
nipur State Legal Services 
Authority was set up in July 
this year to promote aware-
ness of the rights available 
to FIDUs. Apart from that, 
we are also trying to educate 
these women about the op-
tions available to them in 
times of distress,” Inaocha 
added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 1 (EMN): The 122nd 
birth anniversary of Jananeta Hijam 
Irabot,  a a leading figure of the so-
cial reform movement and political 
agitations in Manipur in the period 
1934-1947 was observed at No.1 
Pipal Pukhuri Lanka, Hojai District 
in Assam on Sunday. 

The event organised by the 
Manipur Kala Kristi Kendra was 
attended by the the minister for 
Consumer Affairs Food and Public 
Distribution, Revenue, Weight and 
Measures, Relief and Rehabilitation, 

Karam Shyam as the chief guest.
Speaking on the ocassion, the 

minister said a freedom fighter 
and social activist Jananeta Hijam 
Irabot’s outstanding contribution 
towards serving Manipur during 
his entire life span is unending and 
he goes in parallel with any of the 
public leaders of the country.

Shyam said that Irabot has im-
bibed since birth a true spirit of 
sacrifice that is one of the most 
important qualities of a leader.

A leader endowed with multi-
faceted personality and great cred-

ibility, Irabot had served the poor 
and needy people of those days, 
he said. He is not below any of the 
leaders of the globe considering 
his works for the upliftment of the 
society and cause of humanity. 

He had contributed profound-
ly in varied fields ranging from 
sports, writing, drama, revolu-
tionary to social transformation, 
he added.

“He turned revolutionary and 
carried out armed struggle against 
the government under the British 
Rule and laid his life at the Anggo 

Hills, the then Burma,” he recol-
lected.

Irabot’s remarkable activities of 
supreme sacrifice for the cause of 
Manipur is indeed worth appreci-
ating and I feel a sense of success 
and satisfaction in inaugurating 
the statue of Jananeta Irabot today, 
he asserted.

The minister unveiled the statue 
of Jananeta Hijam Irabot that was 
erected at the complex of the Ma-
nipur Kala Kristi Kendra. A souvenir 
titled Lamyanba was also released 
during the function.
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BUSINESS / STATE

GST collection crosses INR 
94,000 cr. in September

UIDAI asks telcos to submit plan to 
discontinue Aadhaar-based eKYC

Gold drops INR 75; silver falls by INR 150

Sensex surges 299 pts on liquidity boost, macro data

Petrol crosses INR 91 
mark, LPG above INR 500

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
Despite reduced tax rates 
on several items, revenue 
collection under the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
stood at Rs 94,442 crore in 
September after sliding to 
Rs 93,960 crore in August.

“The revenue collected 
in September shows an up-
ward trend as compared to 
the August collection,” the 
Finance Ministry said.

The government had 
last month attributed 
the dip in tax revenues 
to “probable postpone-
ment” of sale of over 50 
items, including refrigera-

tors, washing machines 
and small televisions, on 
which tax rate was re-
duced by the GST Coun-
cil at its July 21 meeting. 
The reduced rates were to 
come into effect from July 
27.

“The actual impact of 
reduction of rate of taxes 
would be observed only 
from next month (Sep-
tember),” the Finance 
Ministry had then said.

Of the total gross rev-
enue collected in Sep-
tember (for August), Rs 
15,318 crore was collected 
as Central-GST (CGST), 

Rs 21,061 crore as state-
GST (SGST) and Rs 50,070 
crore as integrated-GST 
(IGST).

An additional Rs 7,993 
crore was collected as 
cess, an official statement 
said.

“The total number of 
GSTR-3B returns filed for 
August up to September 
30 was 67 lakh,” it said. 

“The total revenue 
earned by Central govern-
ment and the state gov-
ernments after settlement 
is Rs 30,574 crore for CGST 
and Rs 35,015 crore for the 
SGST.”

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
The UIDAI Monday asked 
telecom companies to 
submit within next 15 
days a plan to stop using 
Aadhaar for customer au-
thentication, days after 
the Supreme Court im-
posed curbs on the use 
of the 12-digit unique ID 
number. 

A circular to this ef-
fect has been issued by the 
Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI) to 
telecom service providers 
(TSPs), including Bharti 
Airtel, Reliance Jio, Voda-
fone Idea and others. 

The UIDAI circu-
lar, seen by PTI, says: “...
all TSPs are called upon 
to immediately take ac-
tions in order to comply 
with the judgement dated 
26.09.2018. In this regard, 
TSPs are hereby directed 
to submit by 15th October, 
2018, an action plan/exit 
plan to the authority for 
closure of use of Aadhaar 
based authentication sys-
tems...” 

Significantly, the UIDAI 
has also asked all telecom 
operators to “take imme-
diate cognizance” of the 
request for delinking Aad-
haar with mobile number 
as and when such requests 
are received from sub-
scribers. 

The authority noted 

that TSPs may take ap-
propriate action to per-
form fresh KYC as per 
the Department of Tel-
ecom (DoT) approved list 
of proof of identity, and 
proof of address within six 
months from the date of 
such request to avoid de-
activation of the mobile 
number.

“All TSPs shall immedi-
ately notify their custom-
ers the facility of delink-
ing their Aadhaar number 
and the UID token from 
their database and estab-
lish a system to accept 
and process such requests 
for delinking,” UIDAI said 
adding that the “process 
of delinking” should form 
a part of the exit plan that 
has been sought.

The Supreme Court, 
last week, struck down 
Section 57 of the Aad-
haar Act, which allowed 
private companies to use 
the 12-digit biometric ID-
based eKYC. Following 
this, private companies 
like telecom operators 
will not be able to use this 
instantaneous and inex-
pensive Aadhaar eKYC 
route.

This would mean that 
the industry will have to 
revert to alternates like 
legacy paper-based tech-
nique (collect physical 
paper forms with signa-

ture, photographs, ship to 
verification centre and call 
up the customer to cross-
verify submitted details). 
The turn around times in 
this route is between 24-36 
hours. 

When contacted, 
UIDAI CEO Ajay Bhushan 
Pandey said: “In order to 
ensure smooth discontin-
uation...there are certain 
requirements which are 
there under the Aadhaar 
regulations...so the com-
panies are in the best posi-
tion to know what exactly 
is needed and they can 
submit their plan by Octo-
ber 15. If any additional re-
quirements are to be done 
from the UIDAI side, we 
will tell them after receipt 
of their plan.” 

TSPs may be liable for 
contempt of court for any 
non-compliance, the UID-
AI said in its instruction to 
telecom companies. 

Quoting from the Su-
preme Court judgement, 
the UIDAI circular said it 
is understood that neither 
can the telecommuni-
cation service providers 
continue using Aadhaar 
number for the purpose of 
issuance of new SIM cards 
nor for the re-verification 
of existing SIM cards un-
der Telecom Department’s 
circular dated March 23, 
2017.

Mumbai, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
Benchmark Sensex 
jumped 299 points 
to close at 36,526.14 
Monday as the RBI an-
nounced measures to 
shore up liquidity amid 
the government press-
ing for a change of man-
agement at the crisis-hit 
IL&FS. 

Positive manufactur-
ing PMI data for Sep-
tember and healthy auto 
sales numbers also reas-
sured investors, brokers 
said.

The Sensex opened 
on a strong note at 
36,274.25 but soon de-
clined due to concerns 
surrounding the NBFC 
space and the commer-
cial paper market. 

However, it re-
covered in afternoon 
trade to touch a high of 
36,616.64, before finally 
closing higher by 299.00 
points, or 0.83 per cent, 
at 36,526.14.

The NSE Nifty 
gained 77.85 points, or 
0.71 per cent, to fin-
ish at 11,008.30. Intra-
day, it shuttled between 
10,821.55 and 11,035.65.

The Reserve Bank 
Monday announced that 
it will inject Rs 36,000 
crore liquidity into the 
system through pur-
chase of government 
bonds in October to 
meet the festival season 
demand for funds.

Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment has moved 
the National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT) for 
change of management 
at the crisis-hit IL&FS, 
according to a senior of-
ficial.

Debt defaults by cer-
tain group entities of 
diversified IL&FS have 
triggered fears of liquid-
ity crisis in the financial 

DoSWC bids farewell to outgoing officer
Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Department of Soil and 
Water Conservation has 
organised a farewell pro-
gramme in honour of its 
outgoing joint director, 
Myansao Lotha, in the 
directorate’s conference 
hall on September 29.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Superintendent 
(Establishment), Zase-
vituo, reminisced on the 
service rendered by the 
outgoing officer towards 
the establishment for full 
35 years. 

The director, Viliehu 
Nguzü, in his speech, 
described the outgoing 
joint director as a man of 
integrity and principle. 

In this farewell ad-
dress, Myansao Lotha, 
thanked the almighty 
God for the sound health. 

Outgoing joint director of Soil and Water Conservation, Myansao Lotha, pose for a group photo along with 
other officials during the farewell programme in Kohima.

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (PTI): Petrol price 
Monday crossed the Rs 91-mark 
in Mumbai while domestic cook-
ing gas LPG rates breached the Rs 
500-level for the first time ever as 
oil at four-year high pushed fuel 
prices to new all-time high across 
the country.

Petrol prices were hiked by 24 
paise per litre and diesel by 30 paise, 
according to price notification of 
state-owned oil firms.

The hike pushed petrol price in 
Delhi to an all-time high of Rs 83.73 
per litre and diesel to Rs 75.09.

In Mumbai, petrol now costs Rs 
91.08 at Indian Oil Corp (IOC) out-
lets, Rs 91.15 at Bharat Petroleum 
Corp Ltd (BPCL) pumps and Rs 
91.15 at Hindustan Petroleum Corp 
Ltd (HPCL) stations.

Diesel in Mumbai costs Rs 79.72 
per litre at IOC outlets and Rs 79.79 
at BPCL outlets.

India is the third largest im-
porter of crude oil and rising in-
ternational oil prices are inflating 
domestic transport fuel costs in 
a strong demand environment. 
Brent, the benchmark for more 
than half the world’s oil, rose to 

the highest since November 2014 
on Monday ahead of US sanctions 
against Iran kicking in next month. 
Brent crude oil climbed to USD 
83.27, up from USD 71 five weeks 
back, while the rupee lost ground 
against the dollar by 5-6 per cent 
during the same period, resulting 
in expensive crude imports.

Since mid-August, the petrol 
price has risen by Rs 6.59 a litre and 
diesel by Rs 6.37 - the most in any 
six weeks after the daily price revi-
sion was introduced in mid-June 
last year.

Also on Monday, domestic cook-
ing gas (LPG) rates were hiked by 
Rs 2.89 per 14.2-kg cylinder to Rs 
502.40 on account of higher GST ap-
plicable on base price, according to 
oil companies.

This is the fifth straight monthly 
increase in subsidised LPG rates. It 
was priced at Rs 491.21 in May.

All consumers have to buy cook-
ing gas LPG at market price. The 
government, however, subsidizes 
12 cylinders of 14.2-kg each per 
households in a year by providing 
the subsidy amount directly in bank 
accounts of users.

This subsidy amount varies from 
month to month, depending on the 
changes in the average internation-
al benchmark LPG rate and foreign 
exchange rate.

When international rates move 
up, the government provides a 
higher subsidy. But as per tax rules, 
GST on LPG has to be calculated at 
the market rate of the fuel. The gov-
ernment may choose to subsidize a 
part of the price but tax will have to 
be paid at market rates.

This has led to increase in price.
The price of non-subsidised 

or market priced LPG in Delhi was 
hiked by Rs 59.00 per cylinder to Rs 
879 mainly due to change in inter-
national price and foreign exchange 
fluctuations.

According to IOC, the subsidy 
transfer in customers’ bank account 
has been increased to Rs 376.60 per 
cylinder in October as against Rs 
320.49 per cylinder in the previous 
month.

Delhi has the cheapest fuel rates 
among all metros and most state 
capitals because of lower taxes. 
Mumbai has the highest sales tax or 
VAT.

He has also thanked the 
department officials for 
all their love and cooper-
ation rendered towards 

him during his tenure in 
the department.

T Mar, senior SSO, 
also spoke on the occa-

sion. 
The programme was 

chaired by Khekiho Sho-
he, joint director.

SBI halves daily ATM withdrawal limits to INR 20,000
Mumbai, Oct. 1 (PTI): The na-
tion’s largest lender State Bank has 
slashed the daily withdrawal limit 
from ATMs to half from Rs 40,000 
to check fraudulent transactions.

The new limit will be effective 
from October 31 for the bank cus-
tomers who number over 42 crore.

The limit has been reduced 
to Rs 20,000 on classic debit card, 
which is the most popular ATM-

cum-debit card of the bank. There 
is no change in the daily withdraw-
al limits on other cards.

This card variant is not chip-
based and so there are concerns 
about its security, a senior bank of-
ficial said.

“The bank has been receiv-
ing many complaints regarding 
cloning. Due to this the decision 
is taken to reduce the withdrawal 

limit on these cards,” the official 
explained.

As of March 2018, the bank is-
sued over 39.50 crore debit cards 
with around 26 crore actively used 
debit cards.

In terms of debit card issuance 
in the country, it has

a market share of 32.3 per cent, 
while in terms debit card spends, 
its market share is 30.40 per cent.

markets and the RBI has 
been taking steps to im-
prove the overall cash 
situation.

On a net basis, for-
eign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) sold shares 
worth Rs 1,699.94 crore 
Friday, while domestic 
institutional investors 
(DIIs) bought shares to 
the tune of Rs 3,256.34 
crore, as per provisional 
data.

The country’s manu-
facturing sector activity 
improved in September 

amid gains in new orders, 
output and employment, 
a monthly survey said 
Monday.

The Nikkei India 
Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index 
strengthened slightly in 
September to 52.2, up 
from 51.7 in August, as 
sales rose from both do-
mestic as well as foreign 
clients.

Bajaj Auto reported 
a 17 per cent increase in 
total sales in September, 
while Hinduja Group 

flagship Ashok Leyland 
reported 26 per cent rise 
in total sales.

Other major auto 
players that posted a 
rise in September sales 
included utility vehicles 
major Mahindra & Ma-
hindra (M&M), Tata Mo-
tors and Royal Enfield, 
the two-wheeler division 
of Eicher Motors. 

The country’s largest 
car maker Maruti Suzuki 
India (MSI), however, 
reported a marginal de-
cline.

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (PTI): Gold prices 
dropped by Rs 75 to Rs 31,475 per 10 gram 
at the bullion market Monday in line with 
weak global trend.

Silver too fell by Rs 150 to Rs 38,950 
per kg.

Traders said the gold and silver prices 
declined on the back of weak trend over-
seas.

In the national capital, gold of 99.9 
per cent purity declined to Rs 31,475 per 
10 gram from Rs 31,550 per 10 gram Sat-
urday.

Similarly, gold of 99.5 per cent purity 
declined marginally to Rs 31,325 per 10 
gram from Rs 31,340 per 10 gram.

Gobally, gold dropped 0.57 per cent 
to USD 1189.40 per ounce while silver fell 
0.63 per cent to USD 14.62 per ounce in 
New York.

Sovereign gold, however, remained 
flat at Rs 24,500 per eight gram.

Silver ready too declined by Rs 150 to 
Rs 38,950 per kg. 

Silver coin rates fell to Rs 72,000 per 
100 pieces, from Rs 73,000 earlier. Silver 
for weekly-based delivery dropped by Rs 
130 to Rs 38,520 per kg. 

Gold had bounced back by Rs 250 to 
Rs 31,550 per 10 gram at the bullion mar-
ket Saturday, breaking its three-day los-
ing streak.

INR slips 
36 paise 
against US 
dollar
Mumbai, Oct. 1 (PTI): The 
rupee weakened by 36 
paise to 72.84 against the 
US dollar Monday even as 
the RBI announced plans 
to purchase government 
bonds worth Rs 36,000 
crore to boost liquidity.

The domestic unit ru-
pee had gained 11 paise to 
close at a one-week high of 
72.48 against the US dollar 
On Friday.

In recent weeks, the 
rupee has taken a beating 
amid volatility in global 
markets and strengthening 
of the greenback. The cen-
tral bank has been taking 
various measures to shore 
up the rupee.

The rupee was trading 
at 72.84 against the dollar 
in the morning as investors 
are waiting for the RBI pol-
icy decision later this week. 
It opened at 72.61.

In a release Monday, 
the RBI said it has decided 
to purchase government 
bonds worth Rs 36,000 
crore through Open Mar-
ket Operations (OMO) this 
month. This is based on 
an assessment of the du-
rable liquidity needs going 
forward and the seasonal 
growth in currency in cir-
culation observed in build-
up to the festive season, it 
added.

The central bank will 
be conducting OMO for an 
“aggregate amount of Rs 
360 billion in the month of 
October,” the release said.

The auctions would be 
conducted during the sec-
ond, third and fourth week 
of October.

“The OMO amount 
stated above is indicative 
and RBI retains the flexibil-
ity to change it, depending 
on the evolving liquidity 
and market conditions,” 
the central bank said.
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Better Late Than 
Never

Although very late when compared to the rest of 
the world and the other states in India, Naga-
land finally opened its first technology innova-

tion hub and a space education centre in Dimapur on 
Sep. 28. The opening comes along with the first plan-
etarium in the state.  For a state that is known for the 
frenzied rush by its citizens to get jobs in the public of-
fices a.k.a, government offices the opening of the cen-
tres is indeed a milestone and the changed mindset of 
the political leaders in the state. 

Earlier the same location had a science centre and 
museum e. The two additional centres to the existing 
science centre and museum comes after 14 years since 
it was opened in 2004. Why the duration between the 
two is important is because it highlights how far be-
hind the state is when it comes to technology and in-
novation. It is no doubt a milestone but is comes after 
57 years since Yuri Gagarin’s first space flight. It comes 
after 49 years after man first landed on the moon. A 
planetarium is finally opened in Nagaland 43 years af-
ter India launched its first artificial satellite, Aryabatta, 
into space. Nagaland opened its first technology in-
novation hub 27 years after India inaugurated the first 
indigenously- built super computer, PARAM. 

The big corporations and defence firms had no 
doubt made notable strides in the field of science and 
technology all around the world. However the push 
that came after the first personal computers were re-
leased was from hobbyist and enthusiasts. The Home-
brew Computer Club that was formed by enthusiasts 
in the Silicon Valley area in 1975 has gone down in the 
annals of history. The club conducted meetings where 
they exchanged more than just ideas –parts, circuits 
etc. It also became the place where they showed their 
skills with their demos and prototypes. The founders 
of Apple Inc. were also part of this club. The Commo-
dore PET and Apple II were released for consumers by 
1977 and the rest is history. 

Coming back to India, it is a well accepted fact that 
country was not among the big clubs in the field of 
technology earlier. There were too many technologi-
cal restrictions against India since the nuclear test of 
1975. However this technological apartheid —as it is 
also referred to —became a blessing in disguise for 
India. Scarcity always propels innovation. The gi-
ant leaps that ISRO continues to make are evidences 
of it. The indigenously built supercomputer is an-
other example.  Nagaland needs such personalities. 
The many engineering and technological graduates 
running from pillar to post trying to get government 
jobs instead should push forward this kind of initia-
tive. The majority of these graduates studied through 
scholarships provided by the government. So instead 
of holding the government to ransom forming into 
associations and demanding jobs, they should be the 
torchbearers of technological innovation in the state. 
Then the dream of making Nagaland a manufacturing 
hub will also be realised. At least the politicians have 
delivered in this case, but are the people ready to take 
it up. It is always better to be late than never but if the 
mindset of the people does not change then it will al-
ways be never. 

DAILY
PATH

A 
65 per cent shortfall in subsidies 
is affecting Maharashtra’s push 
to ensure a toilet in every urban 
household under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission, the nationwide 

cleanliness campaign, according to a study 
by CEPT University, Gujarat.

The cost of building a basic toilet with 
water and a septic tank in Maharashtra is 
estimated to be around Rs 35,000. Under the 
Swachh Bharat Programme for Urban Areas 
(SBPUA), the Centre provides a subsidy of Rs 
4,000 per household. This is supplemented 
by a state subsidy of Rs 8,000.

The total subisidy extended to house-
holds thus is Rs 12,000 -- only 35 per cent of 
the construction cost.

To increase the number of individual 
household toilets, it is important to ensure 
that additional finance be available through 
credit options, the study said.

Micro-finance institutions (MFIs) have 
traditionally led the way in sanitation credit, 
largely in rural areas, but commercial and 
cooperative sector banks, credit societies 
and housing finance institutions (HFIs) 
also need to recognise it as a viable lending 
stream, said the study.

In 2015-16, 10.5 per cent of urban 
households practised open defecation; 
14.9 per cent used toilets where waste 
comes into contact with humans and 6.1 
per cent used shared facilities, according 
to the National Family Health Survey data 
of 2015-16.

Part of the SMBUA’s objective is in-
creasing the coverage of households with 
individual toilets and ensuring that waste is 
safely and properly managed. Shared facili-
ties, whilst used by over 761 million people 
globally and an improvement on open def-
ecation, are not an acceptable alternative to 
individual household latrines.

Improving sanitation levels is a key 
factor in reducing the spread of infectious 
diseases such as cholera, diarrhoea, dys-
entery and hepatitis A. For children under 
five, diarrhoea is the second leading cause 
of death.

CEPT conducted a survey in two cities 
of Maharashtra: Sinnar, around 30 km from 
Nashik, and Wai, 85 km from Pune. The sur-

explore sanitation finance options, lending 
unsecured amounts up to Rs 50,000 with a 
four- to five-year payment model, according 
to the study.

Housing finance companies did offer 
home improvement loans in both cities 
at competitive rates but their demand for 
documentation, insurance and processing 
fees intimidated the target socio-economic 
group. Also, most people in this group are 
not in a position to offer the bank the de-
tailed documentation required for loans.

Additionally, MFIs, who tend to have the 
most experience in lending to this sector, 
had limited presence in the two cities (with 
the exception of one, Grameen Koota, in 
Sinnar). Self-help groups (SHGs) in both Wai 
and Sinnar found banks reluctant to lend to 
them due to earlier repayment delays.

Empowering SHGs to approach fi-
nancial institutions might be a workable 
strategy, said the study. Building on their 
established links with banks and leveraging 
support from urban councils and different 
government programmes, this approach 
can be replicated across other cities and 
states.

Lenders who do mobilise resources for 
sanitation credit, however, can benefit from 
an increased client base, the study sug-
gested.

Banks can also include sanitation loans 
under the Priority Sector Lending (PSL) 
category. This helps banks meet Reserve 
Bank of India requirements on lending 40 
per cent of their total loan amounts to sec-
tors that boost development in agriculture, 
micro credits, education, social housing 
and so on.

Access to finance may remain an issue 
even after lenders come forward to extend 
sanitation credit, especially because such 
loans are seen as a “non-income generating 
activity” -- a particular problem for MFIs un-
der current RBI regulations. Currently 50 per 
cent of the total aggregated loans disbursed 
by MFIs has to be used on an income-gener-
ating venture.

(In arrangement with IndiaSpend.org, 
a data-driven, non-profit, public interest 

journalism platform, with whom Tish Sang-
hera is a writer and researcher. The views 

expressed are those of IndiaSpend. Feedback 
at respond@indiaspend.org)

O
n June, 15, 2007, the 
adoption of Octo-
ber 2- the birthday 
of Mahatma Gan-
dhi by the United 

Nations as the “International 
Non-violence Day” for the whole 
world has certainly justified the 
relevance of the Gandhian phi-
losophy in all the times to come. 

In the fast changing modern 
world equipped with scientific 
and technological advancements 
we may find people putting 
question mark on the relevance 
of Gandhian thought in 21st 
century. We are living in the era 
of globalisation, the world is be-
coming one unit and hence the 
need for sharing at every level, 
a concern for food, clothing, 

shelter, employment, education, 
healthcare, etc. for every inhab-
itant of the globe. The present 
world order based on exploita-
tion, injustice, disparities cannot 
and should not be allowed to last 
long. Hence a change in the life 
style is required. A life of simplic-
ity, austerity, sharing, which leads 
to happiness and inner peace, as 
envisaged by Gandhi, may help 
us in overcoming present predica-
ments. His concept of voluntary 
limitation of wants can save us 
from the epidemic of consumer-
ism. 

The globalised world today 
has internalised violence in all 
aspects of life. Violence is being 
experienced in terms of ecological 
destruction, destruction of liveli-
hood, social disintegration and an 
erosion of ethical and spiritual val-

ues.  A study team at MIT (U.S.A.), 
under the guidance of Prof. Den-
nis Meadows, has concluded, “If 
the present growt trends in world 
population, industrialisation, 
pollution, food production and 
resource depletion continue un-
changed, the limits to growth on 
this planet will be reached some-
times within the next one hundred 
years.”

The restructuring of econom-
ics based on a new vision of real-
ity is urgently required. It is in this 
connection that Gandhian Eco-
nomics based on a fundamentally 
different paradigm becomes most 
relevant.  Gandhi had a holistic 
conception of development- ma-
terial, social, cultural and moral 
development. Hence, he wanted 
to create moral basis for economic 
progress. To him, true economics 

never militates against the highest 
ethical standard. In Gandhi, man 
emerges in the centre of all eco-
nomic or political development. 

We break the word “Gandhi” 
into six constituents. ‘G’ stands for 
Generosity; ‘A’ for Affection; ‘N’ for 
Non-violence; ‘D’ for Dedication; 
‘H’for Honesty and ‘I’’ for Integra-
tion. These six values and lessons 
will bring down man-made fenc-
es that segregate us. To me true 
Gandhism symbolizes simplicity, 
equanimity and love for suffering 
humanity for which Mahatma 
toiled in his lifetime. 

Humanistic approach is need-
ed for the eradication of all the 
ills which affect mankind all over 
the world. Even today there is no 
real physical scarcity of resources 
to feed the mankind and to keep 
them in peace and happiness 

provided the leaders of the world 
think, work and consider the 
world as single homogeneous 
unit. 

The concentration of eco-
nomic and political power will 
be avoided, tension relaxed and 
unrest and other social; ills finally, 
eliminated making this planet 
safe, happy, peaceful and harmo-
nious for the entire mankind. 

Without falling in the trap of 
the jargon of welfare economics 
one may assert without hesita-
tion that Gandhian philosophy 
remains panacea for peace and 
development in the 21st century. 
My only submission to our coun-
trymen is, let’s follow the great 
Mahatma’s ideals in our life. 

(Mithilesh Kumar Sinha is 
a Finance Officer at Nagaland 

University, Lumami)

T
ermites are often a nightmare 
in human habitats, devouring 
wooden structures and ravag-
ing crops and trees. But within 
their own homes, some of these 

farmer termites have sneaky tricks for pest 
control. The pests in question are an un-
welcome variety of fungi that infiltrate the 
termite nest mounds.

Seemingly innocuous and tiny, termites 
that farm beneficial fungus (Odontotermes 
obesus) in their nest mounds, have a pretty 
disquieting practice to defend their fungal 
farms from invasion of weedy, parasitic 
fungi (Pseudoxylaria). Researchers at the 
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, have 
documented that these blind insects sniff 
out the infiltrant in their mounds and selec-
tively bury them alive.

This behaviour, reported by Renee 
Borges’s lab at the institute, also has impli-
cations for agricultural practices. 

“Fungus-farming termites grow a 
fungus, Termitomyces, in carbon dioxide-
rich environments of their nest mounds. 
In order to maintain a sustainable supply 
of cultivated fungi, termites must control 
weedy parasitic fungi and make sure that 
such fungi do not grow inside their nests,” 
Borges told Mongabay-India.

The live burial creates an oxygen-
deficient environment locally (hypoxia) in 
the vicinity of the parasitic fungus which af-
fects their survival. “The burying behaviour, 
directed primarily at the parasitic weed, is 
coupled with antifungal activity which, in 
part, appears to be due to the effect of local 
hypoxic conditions,” the study said.

Several fungus-growing termite species 
build mounds, or termitaria, that are con-

spicuous features of African and Asian land-
scapes. Odontotermes obesus, belonging to 
the Macrotermitinae subfamily, is a major 
mound-building termite found across the 
Indian subcontinent.

Mound-building Macrotermitinae ter-
mites are major ecosystem engineers in the 
tropics and subtropics and maintain fungal 
gardens of Termitomyces, in their massive 
nest mounds, which are like organised 
greenhouses.

The termites offer a protected environ-
ment for the Termitomyces fungus to thrive 
while, in turn, the fungus is an important 
food resource for the insects. Essentially, 
the wood-eating termites “outsource” lignin 
(a component of wood) breakdown to the 
farmed fungus.

Interestingly, healthy fungal gardens 
of farmer termites are devoid of the weedy 
fungus Pseudoxylaria.

“It is amazing how natural colonies of 
fungus-growing termites seem to be able to 
control Pseudoxylaria: We have done many 
experiments with fungus gardens. In the 
absence of termites, very quickly those are 
completely overgrown with Pseudoxylaria, 
just in a few days,” observed Duur Aanen, 
evolutionary geneticist at the Netherlands’ 
Wageningen University. “...Nevertheless, in 
the presence of the termites, those fungi are 
never seen, so apparently the termites sup-
press them.”

When the weedy fungus invades termite 
mounds, they take advantage of the same 
carbon sources and grow faster than the 
crop fungi, thereby competing with Ter-
mitomyces (crop fungi) for nutrition, said 
Borges. Therefore, as soon as the termites 
sniff out the presence of the weedy fungus, 
they act to nip the problem in the bud.

In a matter of minutes, it is game over for 
the weedy parasitic fungus.

“The termites make a ball of soil, carry 
it in their mandible and round it up with 
saliva and dump the ball on the parasitic 
mass. This behaviour of termites to bury 
live fungi is in contrast to humans who bury 
dead bodies,” Borges said.

This also explains why Pseudoxylaria 
grows within the termite mound environ-
ment only in the absence of contact with 
termites. For example, in mounds aban-
doned by termites or when incubated with-
in termite-proof enclosures within active 
mounds that allow circulation of mound air, 
said Borges.

“These studies very clearly show that 
like human farmers, fungus-farming ter-
mites have developed methods to control 
crop weeds and to protect their crops from 
parasitic attack,” she said.

While chemical antifungal compounds 
have been reported in termite farms, live 
burial per se as an antifungal activity has 
never been investigated. To probe this di-
mension, the researchers carried out labo-
ratory experiments using a locally prevalent 
fungus-farming termite, Odontotermes 
obesus, as their model system. 

They offered farmer termites minus-
cule amounts of fungi in small petri-dishes 
filled with garden soil. When the research-
ers arrived in their laboratory next morn-
ing, they found that worker termites had 
buried the weedy fungus with soil com-
pletely.

However, what surprised the research-
ers the most, were the results of their next 
investigation. “We found that this live burial 
of fungi by worker termites led to greater 
decrease in the survival of the weedy fungus 
compared to the crop fungus, even after 
controlling for the varying amount of soil 
deposition,” Borges observed.

But was this decline in weed survival 

due to localised lack of oxygen (hypoxia) 
generated by the burial process?

To answer this, the researchers designed 
an artificial burial experiment. They mim-
icked the termite behaviour of burying the 
fungi by covering the fungi in small enclo-
sures. This enabled the researchers to look 
at the effect of hypoxia alone on the fungal 
survival. 

Their experiments with artificial burial 
revealed that, in the absence of chemical 
factors such as fungicides, weed survival is 
indeed negatively affected by the resulting 
hypoxia alone. 

“Our results show that fungus-growing 
termites bury the weedy Pseudoxylaria to 
a significantly greater extent than the Ter-
mitomyces crop which results in relatively 
lowered survival of the former compared to 
the latter,” the study said.

In fact, any Pseudoxylaria sprouting 
inside a termite mound will experience 
hypoxia not only due to burying but also 
because of the hypoxic surroundings, 
since mounds are known to have high 
(but variable) ambient carbon dioxide 
levels.

“We cannot rule out the additional pres-
ence of antifungal chemicals in the burial 
materials. It is also possible that antibiotic-
producing bacteria and their products are 
deposited along with soil on the weedy 
fungi. Thus, further studies using soil depos-
ited by termite workers to isolate antifungal 
compounds are warranted and are under-
way,” Borges said.

(In arrangement with Mongabay.com, 
a source for environmental news reporting 
and analysis. The views expressed in the ar-
ticle are those of Mongabay.com. Feedback: 

gopi@mongabay.com)

vey showed that 30 per cent of households 
in Wai and 35 per cent in Sinnar do not have 
toilets. But over 80 per cent were keen to in-
stall a toilet if they could overcome financial 
and space constraints.

In Sinnar, seven per cent of the total 
population of 65,000 lives in slums (4,500) 
and lacks access to individual toilets. In Wai, 
97 per cent of the total population of 339,500 
owns a home, but many of them share com-
munity toilets built by the government and 
run by a local NGO.

“Everyone in our house resorts to open 
defecation,” said a respondent. “Our rela-
tives do not visit us because of this. We feel 
it is very important to have a toilet and are 
willing to take a loan to build one.”

Only 50 per cent of potential applicants 
in Sinnar and 12 per cent in Wai have actu-
ally applied for the SMBUA scheme despite 
the demand for toilets and the local govern-
ment’s outreach to create awareness. Cost 
was cited as one of the main reasons for this 
gap.

Those who build toilets under the 
scheme get 50 per cent of the subsidies at 
the start of the project and the remaining on 

completion. This means sanitation credit is 
needed to not only plug the funding gap but 
also to support construction costs.

Local municipal councils in Wai and Sin-
nar provide an additional Rs 5,000 -- bring-
ing the total subsidy to Rs 17,000 -- but even 
with this additional sum, only 48 per cent of 
the total cost gets covered.

Building a toilet is perceived as an “aspi-
rational” project: Once households decided 
to build a toilet, they usually add bathing 
facilities and upgraded fixtures to make the 
exercise worthwhile, the study found. This 
usually took the total cost to Rs 45,000, ne-
cessitating a loan.

“We had to walk a long distance to reach 
community toilets [and] it is not possible 
to use these at night,” said one respondent. 
“We have left our home and moved to a 
rented house with a toilet because we can-
not afford to spend Rs 40,000-45,000 at once. 
We pay a rent of Rs 3,000 instead.”

Commercial and cooperative banks 
and credit cooperative societies in Wai and 
Sinnar have no experience providing loans 
for sanitation projects. But cooperative 
societies were found to be more willing to 

Why Toilets Remain Aspirational for the 
Urban Poor Despite Subsidies

Gandhian Philosophy: Panacea for Making the Planet Peaceful and Safe

Farmer termites bury invaders alive to protect fungus farms

Tish Sanghera | IANS

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Sahana Ghosh | IANS

God rescues us because He loves us; then He equips us 
to share His love with others.

Scooping up the smallest children, a frantic maid raced 
out of the flaming house. As she ran, she called loudly to 
five-year-old Jacky.

But Jacky didn’t follow. Outside, a bystander reacted 
quickly, standing on the shoulders of a friend. Reaching into 
the upstairs window, he pulled Jacky to safety—just before 
the roof caved in. Little Jacky, said his mother Susanna, was 
“a brand [stick] plucked from the burning.” You might know 
that “brand” as the great traveling minister John Wesley 
(1703–1791).

Susanna Wesley was quoting Zechariah, a prophet who 
provides valuable insight into God’s character. Relating a vi-
sion he had, the prophet takes us into a courtroom scene 
where Satan is standing next to Joshua the high priest (3:1). 
Satan accuses Joshua, but the Lord rebukes the devil and 
says, “Is this not a brand [burning stick] plucked from the 
fire?” (v. 2 nkjv). The Lord tells Joshua, “I have taken away 
your sin, and I will put fine garments on you” (v. 4).

Then the Lord gave Joshua this challenge—and an op-
portunity: “If you will walk in obedience to me and keep my 
requirements, then you will govern my house” (v. 7).

What a picture of the gift we receive from God through our 
faith in Jesus! He snatches us from the fire, cleans us up, and 
works in us as we follow His Spirit’s leading. You might call us 
God’s brands plucked from the fire.

Father, we give You our thanks for rescuing us and 
making us right with You. We humbly ask for Your Spirit’s 

guidance as we serve You today.

BIBLE READ:    ZECHARIAH 3:1–7
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
I have taken away your sin, and I will put fine garments 

on you. Zechariah 3:4

Representational Image 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):   Are you technically single 
but very deeply involved with someone, Aries? If so, don’t 
be surprised if today you extend or receive a proposal of 
marriage. Recent events have brought you very close 

together and greatly intensified the bond between you. Your partner 
may want to legalize that bond. Do you? If there is even the smallest 
doubt, give yourself some time to think. Acting on impulse isn’t a good 
idea right now.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20):  Exciting news could come 
to you today that could bring a lot of joy into your life, 
Taurus. Your income may soon skyrocket, and more op-
portunities to advance yourself professionally should start 
coming thick and fast. You may even receive some sort of 

public acknowledgment. This isn’t the end of the line, however - this is 
only the beginning! You will be glad to know you can expect this trend 
to continue for some time.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21):A powerful bond between you 
and a romantic partner could have you walking around 
with your head in the clouds, Gemini. Things between you 
seem to be improving by leaps and bounds. Right now it 
all seems just too perfect. Savor every moment of your 

time together. You will want to remember them when times aren’t 
quite so easy. We all deserve such halcyon days. You and your beloved 
should definitely make the most of it.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22):  Cancer, love of all kinds 
- the love of friends, the affection of family members, 
romantic love - flourishes in the home today as a num-
ber of visitors come to your door, perhaps unexpect-
edly. One of your guests could bring some wonderful 

news about money. A strong sense of unity among all those present 
should be very apparent, at least to you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  A large gathering of 
friends, relatives, and neighbors could take place 
in your neighborhood today, Leo. You might run 
into a few old friends you haven’t seen in a long 
time and enjoy catching up. A former romantic 

partner could also be present. Are you still interested? If so, 
pursue it. It might work this time! If you’re no longer inter-
ested, perhaps you could now be friends. Think about it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If you’ve asked your 
employer for a raise recently, Virgo, the astral en-
ergy indicates that you can expect to receive one 
soon. Your employer is greatly impressed with your 

efforts, and probably thinking that you might be setting your 
sights elsewhere. Opportunities may certainly appear, although 
this is obviously not the time to make a decision. Take some 
time to really think and consider everything carefully.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):   An unexpected letter or 
package might arrive sometime today, Libra. This 
could be a gift from a lover - perhaps a bit more lav-
ish than you would have expected. You could receive 

other communications as well. At least one could be related to 
your job in some way. A party invitation could also come, and 
you will probably want to attend. A significant other will want to 
accompany you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Happiness reigns in the 
home right now, Scorpio. Money comes pouring in from 
bonuses, salary from extra hours, or gifts. You may be 
considering spending some of this money on either add-
ing to or refurbishing your home. If you’re having trouble 

making a decision, consider consulting a decorator. There is great 
harmony within your family. You seem to understand each other on 
an intuitive level.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Are you single, Sagit-
tarius? If so, today you might fall in love at first sight. 
You may have been frustrated lately by the lack of avail-
able, interesting people, but today you could meet some-
one who seems too perfect for words. And you can rest 
assured that the attraction is mutual! If you’re already 

involved, you can expect a revival of the fairytale romance between 
you and a significant other.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A strong attraction 
to someone could take you by surprise today, Cap-
ricorn. This person could be involved in the arts in 
some way, perhaps film, television, or recording. You 
might spend considerable time together for the pur-

pose of working on a project, but the energy between you should 
be strong and apparent to both of you. If you’re interested in a new 
relationship, make sure you look your best!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Are you involved in a 
creative project that involves modern technology, Aquar-
ius? If so, progress could be made by leaps and bounds, 
starting today. A lucky break might set you off in a new 

direction that adds depth and dimension to your work. Relations with 
colleagues should be warm, congenial, and supportive. There is a 
sense of unity that pervades the group and adds to the energy and 
enthusiasm. You will love the results of your efforts.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  If you own your home or 
have any kind of investments in real estate, Pisces, you 
might hear some great news today about the value of 
that investment. It’s likely to be increasing, and probably 
will continue in that direction. This could make a big dif-

ference in your life in some way right now. In fact, there might be a 
number of options opening to you. Consider them all carefully, and 
go for the gold.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The Nobel Prize medal. Credit: robynmack96/Flickr, CC BY 2.0

T
he winners of this year’s 
Nobel Prizes are being 
announced this week. The 
prizes are an opportunity 
to discover new areas of 

research, and developments there 
that scientists consider particularly 
notable. In this endeavour, it is equally 
necessary to remember what the 
Nobel Prizes are not.

For starters, the Nobel Prizes are 
not lenses through which to view 
all scientific pursuit. It is important 
for everyone – scientists and non-
scientists alike – to not take the Nobel 
Prizes too seriously.

The prizes have been awarded to 
white men from Europe and the US 
most of the time, across the medicine, 
physics and chemistry categories. 
This presents a lopsided view of 
how scientific research has been 
undertaken in the world. 

Many governments take pride 
in the fact that one of their citizens 
has been awarded this prize, and 
often advertise the strength of their 
research community by boasting of 
the number of Nobel laureates in 
their ranks. This way, the prizes have 
become a marker of eminence.

However, this should not blind us 
from the fact that there are equally 
brilliant scientists from other parts 
of the world that have done, and are 
doing, great work. Even research 
institutions do this; for example, this is 
what the Institute for Advanced Study 
at Princeton University, New Jersey, 
says on its website:

The Institute’s mission and culture 
have produced an exceptional record 
of achievement. Among its Faculty 
and Members are 33 Nobel Laureates, 
42 of the 60 Fields Medalists, and 17 
of the 19 Abel Prize Laureates, as well 
as many MacArthur Fellows and Wolf 
Prize winners.
What the prizes are
Winning a Nobel Prize may be a good 
thing. But not winning a Nobel Prize is 
not a bad thing. That is the perspective 
often lost in conversations about the 
quality of scientific research. When 

is in no position to explain why. 
(Famous omissions include Rosalind 
Franklin, Vera Rubin and Jocelyn Bell 
Burnell.) This defence becomes even 
more meaningless when you ask 
why so few people from other parts 
of the world have been awarded the 
Nobel Prize. This is because the Nobel 
Prizes are a fundamentally western – 
even Eurocentric – institution in two 
important ways.

First ,  they  predominantly 
acknowledge and recognise scientific 
and technological developments that 
the prize-pickers are familiar with, 
and the prize-pickers are a group 
made up of all previous laureates and 
a committee of Swedish scientists. 
Additionally, this group is only going 
to acknowledge research that is 
already familiar with and by people 
its own members have heard of. 

It is not a democratic organisation. 
This particular phenomenon has 
already been documented in the 
editorial boards of scientific journals, 
with the effect that scientific research 
undertaken with local needs in mind 
often finds dismal representation in 
scientific journals.

Se c o n d ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
foundation that awards them, the 
Nobel Prizes are designated for 
individuals or groups who work 
has granted the “greatest benefit on 
mankind”. 

For the sciences, how do you 
determine such work? In fact, one 
step further, how do we evaluate the 
legitimacy and reliability of scientific 
work at all? Answer: we check whether 
the work has followed certain rules, 
passed certain checks, received the 
approval of the author’s peers, etc. 
All of these are encompassed in the 
modern scientific publishing process: 
a scientists describes the work they 
have done in a paper, submits the 
paper to a journal, the journal gets 
the paper reviewed up the scientist’s 
peers, once it is okay the paper is 
published.

 It is only when a paper is 
published that most people consider 
the research described in it to be 
worth their attention. And the Nobel 
Prizes – rather the people who award 

them – implicitly trust the modern 
scientific publishing process even 
though the foundation itself is not 
obligated to, essentially as a matter of 
convenience.

How e v e r,  w h a t  a b o u t  t h e 
knowledge that is not published in 
such papers? More yet, what about 
the knowledge that is not published 
in the few journals that get a 
disproportionate amount of attention 
(a.k.a. the “prestige” titles like Nature, 
Science and Cell). Obviously there 
are a lot of quacks and cracks whose 
ideas are filtered out in this process 
but what about scientists conducting 
research in resource-poor economies 
who simply can’t afford the fancy 
journals?

What about scientists and other 
academics who are improving 
previously published research to be 
more sensitive to the local conditions 
in which it is applied? What about 
those specialists who are unearthing 
new knowledge that could be robust 
but which is not being considered 
as such simply because they are 
not scientists – such as farmers? It is 
very difficult for these people to be 
exposed to scholars in other parts 
of the world and for the knowledge 
they have helped create/produce to 
be discovered by other people. The 
opportunity for such interactions is 
diminished further when the research 
conducted is not in English.

In effect,  the Nobel Prizes 
highlight people and research from 
one small subset of the world. There 
are a lot of people, a lot of regions, a 
lot of languages and a lot of expertise 
excluded from this subset. 

As the prizes are announced 
one by one, we need to bear these 
limitations in mind and choose our 
words carefully, so as to not exalt the 
prizewinners too much and downplay 
the contributions of numerous others 
in the same field as well as in other 
fields. 

The laureates have not been 
chosen from among all qualifying 
candidates in the world. More 
importantly, we must not assume 
that the Nobel Prizes are any kind of 
crowning achievement.

N
a g a s ,  o n c e  k n ow n 
for our hardworking 
nature and our friendly 
demeanor, are now 
fast losing our identity 

with our depleting work culture 
and with our dependency on the 
works of others. Over the years 
we’ve seen tremendous progress 
in our neighboring states and also 
development and the promise of 
more in our home state as well.

With the development, an 
astounding amount of buildings  
have come up over the past few 
years and with the buildings comes 
problems which look trivial to the 
eye but can cause a lot of problem 
in the near future if left unattended 
to. 

One of the main causes for the 
problems is poor workmanship and 
it arises because we are so concerned 
with finding cheap labour for 
completing our buildings that we 
don’t bother to check whether or 
not the workers are as skilled as they 
profess to be. 

That we would lax so much 
to check our home which houses 
our family is not only surprising 
but also scary because we live in a 
region prone to earthquakes and 
landslides.  

We invest so much on our homes 
before consulting engineers to check 
the soil stability and to see if the soil 
we are planning to build our homes 

on can take the load or not; So 
much that we see buildings getting 
abandoned because of the cracks 
that have started to appear even 
before commissioning. 

There are cracks which appear 
on a building due to poor finishing 
and curing which, in some cases, can 
be corrected. 

However, there are also structural 
cracks in which, by definition, the 
building has already failed and living 
in such poor buildings poses a threat 
to the inhabitants, which can be your 
family or tenants.

 Also, in some buildings we 
find that the specification and the 
structural design are improper 
and the use of cheap building 
materials and poor upkeeping 
and maintenance has reduced the 
lifespan of the building as a whole.  

T h e re f o re,  i t ’s  n e c e s s a r y 
and practical to get your home 
supervised and inspected by an 
engineer to make sure that it is safe 
to dwell right after construction, 
before moving in, and also in homes 
which have become dilapidated over 
time, that timely corrective measures 
may be given before it leads to life 
threatening situations or major 
disasters.  

Have a look around your house 
and if you see any defects, get your 
home supervised and inspected by a 
qualified professional today.

(Nzanbeni Okhyopvui is a Home 
Inspector and can be contacted at 

okhyopvui@gmail.com)

E
xtreme rainfall events that led to the 
major flood in Mumbai in August 2017, 
the disastrous Kerala floods this year and 
several less catastrophic ones across the 
country were predicted to occur by the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) days in advance. 
However, the forecasts were not useful in avoiding 
such disasters.

A systematic evaluation of the perception of 
forecast accuracy among engineers and managers 
who make decisions and uncertainty on dam 
operations and water resources is needed to bridge 
the gap from forecasts to lifesaving decisions. There is 
also a need to create seamless forecasts from weather 
to climate with the so-called extended range or sub-
seasonal forecasts. The best examples of sub-seasonal 
phenomena are the active and break spells in the 
monsoon, which can last for multiple weeks. Most 
agricultural decisions can benefit from sub-seasonal 
forecasts. Other sectors that stand to benefit are 
disaster preparedness and recovery, energy, water, 
public health, fisheries and aquaculture.

Short (1-3 days) and medium range (3-10 
days) forecasts depend on the initial state of the 
atmosphere, ocean and land. Seasonal forecasts are 
made possible because the climate is controlled by 
ocean temperatures that change slowly due to the 
ocean’s ability to store a lot of heat. For example, 
reliable forecasts of climate modes such as the El Niño 
are possible six to 12 months in advance. Since the 
monsoon also depends on the El Niño, the monsoon 
forecast can be made ahead of the season.

The intervening timescale between weather 
and climate, viz. the sub-seasonal timescale, was 

considered a ‘prediction desert’ until recently. New 
insights on its dependence on soil moisture, snow, sea 
ice, etc.,  have led to an internationally coordinated 
effort in sub-seasonal forecasts. The combined sub-
seasonal-to-seasonal – or S2S – forecasts now cover 
two weeks to 12 months.S2S includes active and break 
spells as well as seasonal monsoon and the El Niño. 
The IMD has made great strides in implementing the 
S2S forecast system, as seen by the many successful 
extreme rainfall event forecasts as well as steady 
improvements in seasonal monsoon forecasts. Why 
then are they not able to reduce the impacts of floods 
and droughts?

Many studies show there are multiple barriers to 
the use of S2S forecasts. These include institutional 
or cultural practices, and resource limitations at 
agencies that must take decisions. Forecasts seen as 
useful by forecasters are often not ‘usable’ according 
to the decision-makers because of reliability, access, 
credibility or legitimacy of the information.

Many enablers have been identified to facilitate 
the usability of forecasts. Timely and sector-specific 
forecasts produced in consultation with stakeholders 
like dam operators or water managers are found 
to affect decisions positively. In the aftermath of 
unavoidable disasters, rapid and participatory 
integrated assessments by forecasters and decision 
makers are found to be beneficial. Boundary 
organisations such as extension agents are trusted 
more and them translation of forecasts by them is seen 
as more reliable.  Continuous communication between 
forecasters and users could help retailing forecasts to 
specific sectors (like dam operators) or wholesaling 
them to agencies (like water and agricultural agencies).

Most of these findings on barriers and enablers 
are from outside India. India needs to identify its 
own barriers to forecast use and enablers to enhance 

the usability of IMD forecasts. The framework called 
“Ready-Set-Go” proposed by the International 
Research Institute for Climate and Society at Columbia 
University could suit India as well. The “Ready-Set-
Go” advocates decision-making processes with the 
full suite of forecasts from weather to S2S timescales. 
Seasonal forecasts trigger monitoring of weather 
and sub-seasonal forecasts as well as contingency 
plans, early warning systems and asset locations for 
disaster management (Ready). Sub-seasonal forecasts 
are meant to alert the community, volunteers, and 
disaster workers (Set).  Weather forecasts lead to 
actual disaster warnings, activation of volunteers, 
evacuation orders, dam operations, etc. (Go). Since 
major disasters in India are now about too much or 
too little water, a complementary set of hydrologic 
forecasts will greatly enhance the usability of weather 
and S2S forecasts. Flood and drought management 
are impossible without sustained monitoring of 
hydrological variables: stream flows, soil moisture, 
groundwater levels, water demand and withdrawals. 

These need to cover the short (hours to days), 
medium (weeks) and extended (seasons to years) 
timescales to ensure actions based on forecast 
information. Despite the belief of the climate 
community that more climate information will lead 
to better decisions, reality has proven otherwise across 
the world. India can establish a quick and effective 
process to bridge the gap between useful and usable 
information and translate its full range of forecasts 
into actionable information. That is the only way India 
can maximise the value of its massive investments in 
weather and S2S forecasts.

Raghu Murtugudde is a professor of atmospheric 
and oceanic science and Earth system science at the 

University of Maryland. He is currently a visiting 
professor at IIT Bombay.

the Government of India expresses 
a desire to have an Indian scientist 
win a Nobel Prize in the next decade, 
it is a passive admission that it does 
not consider any other marker of 
quality to be worth the endorsement. 
Otherwise, there are numerous ways 
to make the statement that the quality 
of Indian research is at par with the 
rest of the world’s (if not better in some 
areas).

In this sense, what the Nobel Prizes 
afford is an easy way out. Consider the 
following analogy: when scientists 
are being considered for promotions, 
evaluators frequently ask whether a 
scientist in question has published 
in “prestigious” journals like Nature, 
Science, Cell, etc. 

I f  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  h a s ,  i t  i s 
i m m e d i a t e l y  a s s u m e d  t h a t 
the scientist is undertaking good 
research. Notwithstanding the fact 
that supposedly “prestigious” journals 
frequently publish bad science, this 
process of evaluation is unfair to 
scientists who publish in other peer-
reviewed journals and who are doing 
equally good, if not better, work. 
Just the way we need to pay less 
attention to which journals scientists 
are publishing in and instead start 
evaluating their research directly, we 
also need to pay less attention to who 

is winning Nobel Prizes and instead 
assess scientists’ work, as well as the 
communities to which the scientists 
belong, directly.

O bv i o u s l y  t h i s  m e t h o d  o f 
evaluation is more arduous and 
cumbersome – but it is also the fairer 
way to do it. Now the question arises: 
is it more important to be fair or to 
be quick? On-time assessments and 
rewards are important, particularly 
in  a  countr y  where  resource 
optimisation carries greater benefits 
as well as where the population of 
young scientists is higher than in most 
countries; justice delayed is justice 
denied, after all. 

At the same time, instead of 
settling for one or the other way, why 
not ask for both methods at once: to 
be fair and to be quick at the same 
time? Again, this is a more difficult 
way of evaluating research than the 
methods we currently employ, but 
in the longer run, it will serve all 
scientists as well as science better in 
all parts of the world.
Skewed representation of ‘achievers’
Speaking of global representation: 
this is another area where the Nobel 
Foundation has faltered. It has 
ensured that the Nobel Prizes have 
accrued immense prestige but it 
has not simultaneously ensured 

that the scientists that it deems fit 
to adorn that prestige have been 
selected equally from all parts of the 
world. Apart from favouring white 
scientists from the US and Europe, 
the Nobel Prizes have also ignored the 
contributions of women scientists. 
Thus far, only two women have won 
the physics prize (out of 206), four 
women the chemistry prize (out of 
177) and 12 women the medicine 
prize (out of 214).

One defence that is  often 
advanced to explain this bias is 
that the Nobel Prizes typically 
reward scientific and technological 
achievements that have passed 
the test of time, achievements that 
have been repeatedly validated and 
whose usefulness for the common 
people has been demonstrated. As a 
result, the prizes can be understood 
to be awarded to research done in 
the past – and in this past, women 
have not made up a significant 
portion of the scientific workforce. 
Perhaps more women will  be 
awarded going ahead.

This arguments holds water but 
only in a very leaky bucket. Many 
women have been passed over for the 
Nobel Prizes when they should not 
have been, and the Nobel Committee, 
which finalises each year’s laureates, 

What the Nobel Prizes Are Not

How Safe  is  Your Building? Why Improved Forecasts Are Not Helping Prevent Floods and Droughts
Despite the belief of the climate community that more climate information will lead to better decisions, reality has 

proven otherwise across the world.

Winning a Nobel Prize may be a good thing. But not winning a Nobel Prize is not a bad thing.
Vasudevan Mukunth | The Wire

Nzanbeni  Okhyopvui

Raghu Murtugudde | The Wire
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States asked to identify Rohingya 
refugees and collect biometric details

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Naval helicopter crashes in 
Tamil Nadu
Chennai, Oct. 1 (IANS): An Indian naval Chetak 
helicopter crashed at the INS Rajali Naval Air Base 
at Arakkonam in Tamil Nadu on Monday morning, 
officials said. According to police and naval officials, 
three persons who were on board were safe. The 
helicopter was carrying out a dry winching dual 
sortie when the incident happened about 70 km 
from here. The helicopter suffered damage to its 
rotors. A probe has been ordered.

PM to pay homage on Gandhi 
Jayanti
New Delhi, Oct. 1 (IANS): Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will pay homage to Mahatma Gandhi 
on his birth anniversary on Tuesday and attend 
programmes related to sanitation and renewable 
energy. Modi will offer floral tributes to Gandhi at 
Rajghat and also visit Vijay Ghat to pay tributes 
to former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
whose birth anniversary also falls today, said the 
statement.The day will mark the launch of the 
150th anniversary celebrations of the Mahatma. 
At the Rashtrapati Bhavan cultural centre, the 
Prime Minister will attend the closing session of 
the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation 
Convention -- a four-day international conference 
that has brought together sanitation ministers 
and other leaders from around the world. Modi 
will visit a mini digital exhibition at the event, ac-
companied by the Secretary General of the UN, 
Antonio Guterres. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

UN chief arrives on maiden India visit
New Delhi, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
United Nations Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
arrived here Monday on 
his maiden visit to India 
as the head of the world 
body that coincides with 
the commencement of 
events marking the 150th 
birth anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi.

Guterres arrived in 
the afternoon and was 
received by senior UN of-
ficials, an official of the 
world body said.

The UN chief will 
meet the top leadership 
of the country including 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and is likely to 
discuss key global issues 
such as climate change 
and terrorism during his 
three-day visit.

Ahead of his visit, the 
UN chief told PTI that 

India is an “important 
partner” of the UN in 
countering terrorism and 
preventing violent ex-
tremism.

Guterres also said 
there are plans to step 
up cooperation between 
the UN and India on 
strengthening capacity in 
combating terror financ-
ing.

His visit coincides 
with the beginning of 
events to celebrate the 
150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi on Oc-
tober 2 next year, Deputy 
Spokesman for the UN 
Secretary-General Farhan 
Haq had told reporters.

During his visit, Gu-
terres will participate in 
the Mahatma Gandhi 
International Sanitation 
Convention and call on 
Modi on October 2. 

He will also deliver a 
lecture at the India Habi-
tat Centre on the theme 
of ‘Global challenges, glo-
bal solutions’.

On Tuesday, the UN 
chief will meet Lok Sabha 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan 
and participate in the 
second re-invest and first 
assembly of the Interna-
tional Solar Alliance and 
energy ministers meet of 
the Indian Ocean Rim As-
sociation member coun-
tries.

On Oct. 3, Guterres 
will attend the ‘Champi-
ons of Earth’ ceremony 
here and meet External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj.

The same day, he will 
visit the Golden Temple 
in Amritsar and will em-
plane for New York in the 
wee hours of October 4.

Despite progress, 12% of world still defecates in open — UNICEF chief
New Delhi, Oct. 1 (IANS): UNICEF 
Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
on Monday broke inspiring news 
ahead of Mahatma Gandhis 150th 
birth year that India has driven 
the greatest increase in the use of 
toilets in South Asia “at any time 
in history” over the last decade 
with over 240 million people us-
ing them after abandoning open 
defecation.

The biggest contribution in 
this progress was by India with as 
many as 86 million rural house-
holds since 2014 having gained 
access to toilets for the first time. 
“Five lakh villages and hundreds 
of districts and 21 states and un-
ion territories are now open-def-
ecation free,” said Fore, who is on 
her maiden visit to India.

She was delivering the keynote 
address at the Mahatma Gandhi 
International Sanitation Con-
vention. As many as 70 countries 
are participating in the four-day 
event, which began at the Pravasi 
Bharatiya Kendra here, on Sep-
tember 30.

The UNICEF chief said the 
overall progress made by several 
countries was inspiring. “We’re 
also seeing rapid results in Indo-
nesia, Ethiopia, Nepal and Cam-
bodia - all on track to eliminating 
open defecation by 2030. Or even 
earlier,” she pointed out.

“Or Nigeria, Kenya, Niger, 
Burkina Faso, Togo and Mozam-
bique - all have national roadmaps 
to deliver total access to sanita-
tion, no matter where people live, 
no matter how distant or hard-to-

reach their community might be,” 
Fore noted with satisfaction.

In all, since 1990, 2.1 billion 
people globally have gained ac-
cess to improved sanitation fa-
cilities. “A great result. One that 
improves health and nutrition 
outcomes for children, empowers 
women, boosts economic pros-
perity and growth for entire na-
tions,” Fore said. 

The UNICEF chief, however, 
warned that this was still no time 
to celebrate. 

“As we mark this progress, we 
must face a difficult fact: without 
urgent acceleration of our efforts, 
many countries will not reach the 
2030 goal of sanitation for all.

“Especially when one in three 
people - 2.3 billion in all - still lack 
even a basic sanitation service. 
When 12 per cent of the world’s 
population still practices open 
defecation. Or when nearly one 
quarter of all schools worldwide 
lack basic sanitation - risking the 
health and the lives of over 620 
million children,” she said.

“This is obviously a tragedy 
for the people affected. The chil-
dren in rural areas or urban slums 
who have no choice but to prac-
tise open defecation because their 
communities lack basic services. 
Those who risk poor health and 
disease. Those children who are 
stunted by malnutrition in the 
earliest years. Or the girls who 
are denied an education because 
their schools lack separate toilets, 
or proper sanitation.”

As always, the poorest and 

most disadvantaged are hardest 
hit. Lack of sanitation unfairly puts 
them at greater risk of disease and 
even death. “We also know that 90 
per cent of those still practicing 
open defecation around the world 
live in 26 specific countries.” 

Fore said besides the human 
and social costs of poor sanitation, 
there was a huge economic cost 
involved. “According to the World 
Bank, poor sanitation results in an 
estimated global GDP loss of $260 
billion annually, because of health 
costs and productivity losses.”

She said the benefits of im-
proved sanitation were significant. 

“A recent study by the govern-
ment of India found that within 
open-defecation free environ-
ments, households can save up 
to 50,000 rupees per year thanks 
to medical costs averted and time 
saved.”

She announced that UNICEF 
had evolved “a specific, time-
bound target: by 2021, our goal is 
to have 250 million fewer people 
practicing open defecation. This 
means improving sanitation in all 
the countries where we work - and 
we’re committed to this.” 
India won’t get ODF status by 
February 2019 — CSE

With India preparing for year-
long celebrations from Tuesday 
to mark Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th 
birth anniversary on Tuesday a 
new analysis by the Centre for 
Science and Environment on 
Monday called for a drastic reality 
check about the nation’s impend-
ing Open Defecation Free (ODF) 

status.
As per the government, India 

will lay claim to being an ODF na-
tion by February 2019.

Under the Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan, 76 per cent of India’s vil-
lages have been declared ODF. 
Around 83.8 million toilets have 
been built.

“This means the infamous dis-
tinction of having the world’s larg-
est number of people going out to 
defecate in the open is all set to be 
history. This switch-over, involv-
ing a generation-old behaviour 
of some 600 million people, is no 
mean feat,” CSE Director General 
Sunita Narain said in a statement.

The CSE analysis along with 
Down To Earth magazin gives a 
taste of exactly how monumental 
the problem would be -- 1,00,000 
tonne of excreta every day pro-
duced by 720 million people us-
ing 144 million household toilets 
-- just to give a sense of scale, 
more than 5,200 trucks would be 
needed every day to transport this 
amount of excreta!

The analysis notes major gaps 
in the process.

To declare India’s villages ODF, 
the Census 2011 involved 2.7 mil-
lion officials, ostensibly working 
in collaboration with 3.6 million 
village residents.

However, the rush to achieve 
targets has led to false claims. The 
analysis quotes the reports of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India on Gujarat and Uttara-
khand, which have exposed cases 
of fudging of data.

Students of a private school dress as Mahatma Gandhi ahead of his birth anniversary, in Chennai, 
Monday Oct. 1.

Gandhi’s 150th anniv.: Campaign aims 
at mobilising change ideas from youth

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
As the nation gears up 
to celebrate Mahatma 
Gandhi’s 150th birth an-
niversary Tuesday, a na-
tionwide campaign is 
aiming to mobilize over a 
million change ideas from 
youngsters around India 
inspired by Bapu’s change 
mantra.

‘CHANGE150’ by Let-
terFarms, a non-profit or-
ganisation, is inviting the 
youth of India to hand-
write one change that 
they passionately wish 
to see in the world on a 
postcard, over the next 12 
months.

The initiative will cul-
minate with 150 specially 
handpicked change ideas 
- capturing the collec-
tive voice, aspiration and 
hope of young India being 
presented to key decision 
makers of our country, in-
cluding the President, the 
Prime Minister, the Gov-
ernors of States and Chief 
Ministers on October 2 
next year. 

“Gandhiji’s change 
mantra is timeless, and 
‘CHANGE150’ is a timely 
‘change-hunt’ amongst 
the youth to identify 150 
most compelling change 
ideas from across the 
country,” Saji Mathew, Co-
Founder of LetterFarms, 
said. 

“Small or big, zoom 
into that one change that 
you feel has the power to 
transform the lives of peo-
ple around us,” Mathew 
added.

The campaign de-
buted Monday in the na-
tional capital region with 
students from 150 schools 
writing their change ideas 
on postcards.

The launch was sup-
ported by a rainbow of 
seven Delhi-based school 
organizations includ-
ing National Progressive 
School Conference, Delhi 
Sikh Gurdwara Manage-
ment Committee, Arch-
diocese of Delhi, Andhra 
Education Society, Delhi 
Tamil Education Asso-

ciation, Delhi State Public 
Schools’ Management As-
sociation and the Forum 
of Minority Schools.

All an interested par-
ticipant (under the age of 
35) needs to do is write 
down one change he/
she always wished to see 
on a simple postcard and 
post it to -- CHANGE150, 
LetterFarms, Post Bag 
No. 1683, Kochi, Kerala 
682015.

“We are happy to bring 
Bapu’s words to life by har-
nessing the power of youth 
and engaging them to 
think for the greater good 
of the nation, thus prepar-
ing them to be responsi-
ble citizens of tomorrow,” 
Jubie John, co-founder of 
LetterFarms, said. 

“We plan to expand 
into all states through stra-
tegic collaborations, and 
want to create a national 
platform for change ideas 
to transform into change 
catalysts with public and 
private partnerships,” he 
added

A file photo of Rohingya refugees

Kolkata, Oct. 1 (PTI): Un-
ion Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh Monday said 
the state governments 
have been asked to identify 
Rohingya refugees in their 
regions and collect their 
biometric details.

The Centre will send 
the biometric reports 
collected by states to the 
Myanmar government 
through diplomatic chan-
nel for the resolution of the 
issue, he said.

“We have already is-
sued a concerned advisory 
on this issue. The states 
have been asked to iden-
tify them and collect their 
biometrics,” Singh told 
reporters here after the 
meeting of the Eastern 
Zonal Council.

T h e  Un i o n  Ho m e 
minister chaired the 23rd 
meeting of the Council to 
discuss issues related to 

inter-state relations and 
security matters, including 
the Maoist menace.

The meeting was at-

tended by West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee and Jharkhand 
Chief Minister Raghubar 

Das. Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar and his Odi-
sha counterpart Naveen 
Patnaik sent their repre-

sentatives to the meeting.
While Bihar was rep-

resented by Deputy Chief 
Minister Sushil Kumar 
Modi the Odisha Finance 
Minister Shashi Bhusan 
Behera participated from 
his state.

Senior officials of the 
respective states and the 
union home ministry were 
also present at the meet-
ing.

Acknowledging the 
states’ need of central 
forces, Singh said the Cen-
tre would provide central 
forces to the states as per 
their requirement.

“I admit that states 
need central forces. But 
the Centre has some com-
pulsions. When states start 
having elections we have 
to provide central forces 
to the maximum number 
pertaining to the demand 
of election commission by 

withdrawing them from 
somewhere,” the Union 
Home minister said.

On whether the central 
government would review 
its decision to withdraw 
some CRPF companies 
from the naxal-affected 
districts of West Bengal 
and re-deploy them to 
Left-wing extremist af-
fected area of Chhattisgarh 
and Jharkhand besides the 
insurgency-hit Jammu and 
Kashmir, Singh said the 
Centre was taking appro-
priate measures to counter 
Maoism as well as terror-
ism.

“The government is 
taking appropriate meas-
ures to address security 
threats like Maoism, ex-
tremism and terrorism. We 
are also working out and 
will continue taking such 
measures to plough out 
other challenges,” he said.

India, Uzbekistan set $1-bn bilateral trade target
New Delhi, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
India and Uzbekistan set 
an annual bilateral trade 
target of $1 billion to be 
achieved within two years 
and agreed to boost con-
nectivity as the two sides 
signed 17 agreements 
across a range of sectors 
following delegation-level 
talks led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Uz-
bekistan President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev here on Mon-
day.

The two sides also 
agreed to further strength-
en their Strategic Partner-
ship which will be a boost 
to India’s increasing en-
gagements with Central 
Asia.

“We have agreed to 
strengthen trade and in-
vestment ties and have set 
a bilateral trade target of $1 
billion by 2020,” Modi said 
in a joint address to the 
media with Mirziyoyev fol-
lowing the the talks.

“We have also decided 
to start negotiations for a 
preferential trade agree-
ment,” he said.

India-Uzbekistan bilat-
eral trade stands at around 
$350 million now and the 
new target represents a six-
fold increase over this.

Modi also said that In-
dia has decided to extend a 
line of credit (LoC) of $200 
million to Uzbekistan for 
housing and other social 
infrastructure projects.

“Apart from this, we will 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks as Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev looks on during a joint 
press statement, at Hyderabad House in New Delhi, Monday, Oct. 1.

welcome Uzbekistan’s pro-
posals under $800 million 
line of credit and buyer’s 
credit from Exim Bank,” he 
said.

“We have proposed 
to help Uzbekistan in the 
areas of space, human re-
source development and 
information technology.”

Modi said that in Mon-
day’s talks, they discussed 
ways to boost connectiv-
ity. 

In this connection, he 
stressed on the importance 
of Chabahar port in Iran 
that is jointly being devel-
oped by India, Iran and Af-
ghanistan. 

He also expressed grati-
tude to Uzbekistan for its 
support in India becoming 
a member of the Ashgabat 
Agreement, which seeks to 
establish an international 
transport and transit cor-

ridor between Iran, Oman, 
Turkmenistan and Uz-
bekistan, earlier this year.

“We are happy that 
Uzbekistan has agreed to 
be a part of the Interna-
tional North South Trans-
port Corridor (INSTC),” 
he said.

The INSTC is a 
7,200-km-long multi-mo-
dal network of ship, rail 
and road routes for moving 
freight between India, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Armenia, Az-
erbaijan, Russia, Central 
Asia and Europe.

Modi said that during 
the talks, both sides shared 
their vision and plans to 
further strengthen the Stra-
tegic Partnership that they 
share.

The India-Uzbekistan 
relationship was elevated 
to that of a Strategic Part-
nership during the visit of 

then Uzbek President Islam 
Karimov to India in 2011.

“Meaningful discus-
sions were also held on re-
gional issues of importance 
that are linked to our secu-
rity, peace, prosperity and 
cooperation,” Modi said.

He said that both sides 
also agreed to deepen co-
operation in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisatin 
(SCO) and other interna-
tional forums.

In terms of defence co-
operation, the Prime Min-
ister said that India and 
Uzbekistan discussed joint 
military exercises and mili-
tary education and training 
among other areas.

Stating that both In-
dia and Uzbekistan seek 
a secure and prosperous 
external environment, he 
said that a stable, demo-
cratic, inclusive and pros-

perous Afghanistan will 
be beneficial for the whole 
region.

“We also discussed is-
sues of e-visa, tourism, aca-
demic exchanges and air 
connectivity,” Modi said.

On his part, Mirziyoyev 
said that the India-Uz-
bekistan Strategic Partner-
ship is very important for 
Tashkent’s foreign policy.

He said that Uzbekistan 
supports India’s bid for per-
manent membership in the 
UN Security Council.

“We discussed the fight 
against terrorism, extrem-
ism, and narcotics traffick-
ing,” the Uzbek President 
said.

“We are very concerned 
about the conflict in Af-
ghanistan and feel that the 
only solution is a dialogue 
between the Afghan gov-
ernment and the opposi-
tion.”

Following the talks, 17 
agreements were signed 
between the two sides, 
including in the areas of 
tourism, military training, 
law and justice, agriculture, 
science and innovation, 
health, and pharmaceuti-
cals.

Earlier in the day, Mir-
ziyoyev was accorded a 
ceremonial welcome at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan here.

The Uzbek President 
arrived here on Sunday on 
his first official visit to In-
dia since assuming office 
in 2016.

PTI

PTI



Stockholm, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
James Allison of the US 
and Tasuku Honjo of Ja-
pan have jointly won the 
Nobel Prize in Medicine 
on Monday for developing 
a pioneering therapeutic 
approach for cancer treat-
ment.

The pair “revolution-
ised cancer treatment,” 
showing how our immune 
system can be effective-
ly engaged in the fight 
against tumour cells. 

The treatment that the 
researchers helped de-
velop, often referred to as 
“immune checkpoint ther-
apy”, has fundamentally 
changed the outcome for 
certain groups of patients 
with advanced cancer.

“By stimulating the 
inherent ability of our im-
mune system to attack tu-
mour cells this year’s Nobel 
Laureates have established 
an entirely new principle 
for cancer therapy,” the 
Nobel Assembly at Karo-
linska Institutet here said 
in a statement. 

Allison, Professor at 
the University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center 
in US, studied a known 
protein, CTLA-4, that func-
tions as a brake on the im-
mune system. 

He realised the poten-
tial of releasing the brake 
and thereby unleashing 
our immune cells to attack 

tumours. He then devel-
oped this concept into a 
brand new approach for 
treating patients.

In parallel, Honjo, Pro-
fessor at Kyoto University 
in Japan, discovered a pro-
tein on immune cells and, 
after careful exploration of 
its function, eventually re-
vealed that it also operates 
as a brake, but with a differ-
ent mechanism of action. 

Therapies based on 
his discovery proved to be 
strikingly effective in the 
fight against cancer, the 
Nobel Assembly at Karo-
linska Institutet, which 
awards the Nobel Prize in 

Medicine, said.
H o n j o’s  r e s e a r c h 

showed that the protein 
PD-1, similar to CTLA-4, 
functions as a T-cell brake.

T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l 
property of our immune 
system is the ability to 
discriminate “self” from 
“non-self” so that invad-
ing bacteria, viruses and 
other dangers can be at-
tacked and eliminated. T 
cells, a type of white blood 
cell, are key players in this 
defence.

Allison and Honjo 
showed how different 
strategies for inhibiting 
the brakes on the immune 

system can be used in the 
treatment of cancer. 

“The seminal discover-
ies by the two Laureates 
constitute a landmark in 
our fight against cancer,” 
the statement added. 

After the initial stud-
ies showing the effects of 
CTLA-4 and PD-1 block-
ade, the clinical develop-
ment has been dramatic. 

Of the two treatment 
strategies, checkpoint 
therapy against PD-1 has 
proven more effective and 
positive results are being 
observed in several types 
of cancer, including lung 
cancer, renal cancer, lym-

phoma and melanoma. 
New clinical studies 

indicate that combination 
therapy, targeting both 
CTLA-4 and PD-1, can be 
even more effective, as 
demonstrated in patients 
with melanoma, a type of 
skin cancer. 

Thus, Allison and Hon-
jo have inspired efforts to 
combine different strate-
gies to release the brakes 
on the immune system 
with the aim of eliminating 
tumour cells even more ef-
ficiently. 

A large number of 
checkpoint therapy trials 
are currently underway 
against most types of can-
cer, and new checkpoint 
proteins are being tested 
as targets, the Nobel com-
mittee said.

What  Al l ison and 
Honjo attempted was not 
something new. In fact, 
scientists have tried to en-
gage the immune system 
in the fight against cancer 
for more than 100 years 
now. But until the semi-
nal discoveries by the two 
Laureates, progress into 
clinical development was 
modest. 

Checkpoint therapy 
has now revolutionised 
cancer treatment and has 
fundamentally changed 
the way we view how can-
cer can be managed, the 
Nobel committee said.

Palu (Indonesia), Oct. 1 (PTI/AFP): In-
donesian volunteers dug mass graves for 
more than 1,000 bodies on Monday after 
a quake and tsunami devastated swathes 
of Sulawesi, as authorities -- struggling to 
deal with the sheer scale of the disaster -- 
appealed for international help. 

Indonesia is no stranger to natural ca-
lamities and Jakarta wanted to show that 
it was able to deal with a catastrophe that 
has killed at least 832 people so far accord-
ing to the official toll.

But four days on some remote areas 
have yet to be contacted, medicines are 
running out and rescuers are struggling 
with a shortage of heavy equipment to 
reach desperate victims calling out from 
the ruins of collapsed buildings.

In response, President Joko Widodo 
opened the door to the dozens of interna-
tional aid agencies and NGOs lined up to 
provide live-saving assistance.

“Last night, President @jokowi author-
ized us to accept international help for 
urgent disaster-response & relief,” senior 
government official Tom Lembong wrote 
on Twitter, asking rescuers to contact him 
directly via his account and email.

Officials fear the toll will rise steeply 
in the coming days and are preparing for 
the worst.

At Poboya -- in the hills above the 
devastated seaside city of Palu -- volun-
teers dug a 100 metre-long grave to bury 
the dead, with instructions to prepare for 
1,300 victims to be laid to rest.

Authorities are desperate to stave off 
any disease outbreak caused by decom-
posing bodies and have announced a 14-
day state of emergency.

In Balaroa, a Palu suburb once home 
to a housing complex, the scale of the 
damage was apparent. A wasteland of 
flattened trees, shards of concrete, twisted 
metal roofing, doorframes and mangled 
furniture stretched out into the distance.

Dazed groups of people ambled over 
the wreckage, unclear where or how to 
start digging. Among them were three men 
looking for their younger brother.

Rescuers are racing against the clock 
and a lack of equipment to save those 
still trapped in the rubble, with up to 60 
people feared to be underneath one Palu 
hotel alone.

Two survivors have been plucked from 
the 80-room Hotel Roa-Roa, Indonesia’s 
search and rescue agency said, and there 
could still be more alive.

Desperate survivors turned to looting 
shops for basics like food, water and fuel 
as police looked on, unwilling or unable 
to intervene.

“There has been no aid, we need to eat. 
We don’t have any other choice, we must 
get food,” one man in Palu told AFP as he 
filled a basket with goods from a nearby 
store. Government officials said some 
1,200 inmates fled at least three prisons 
in the region.

The disaster agency said a tsunami 
warning system, which might have saved 
lives, had not worked for six years due to a 
lack of money.

“Our funding has been going down 
every year,” agency spokesman Sutopo 
Purwo Nugroho said.

Many have spent the last days desper-
ately searching for loved ones while deal-
ing with the trauma of the disaster.

One survivor, Adi, was hugging his wife 
by the beach when the tsunami struck on 
Friday. He has no idea where she is now, or 
whether she is alive.

“When the wave came, I lost her,” he 
said. “I was carried about 50 metres. I 
couldn’t hold anything,” he said.

Others have centred their search for 
loved ones around open-air morgues, 
where the dead lay in the baking sun 
-- waiting to be claimed, waiting to be 
named.
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AP/PTI

The Nobel prize laureate in medicine or physiology 2018 is shown on the screen as James P Allison, left, 
and Tasuku Honjo, during the presentation at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, Monday 
Oct. 1, 2018. 

Nobel Prize in Medicine goes to 
cancer researchers from US, Japan

Quake-hit Indonesia asks for 
help, graves dug for 1,000-plus

Copenhagen, Oct. 1 (PTI/AP): The 
man at the centre of a sex-abuse 
and financial crimes scandal that is 
tarnishing the academy that awards 
the Nobel Prize in Literature was con-
victed of rape and sentenced to two 
years in prison on Monday. 

Jean-Claude Arnault, a major cul-
tural figure in Sweden, had faced two 
counts of rape of a woman in 2011.

He was found guilty of one rape, 
but was acquitted of the other be-
cause the victim said she was asleep 
and judges said her account wasn’t 
reliable. Stockholm District Court said 
that the ruling was unanimous.

Judge Gudrun Antemar said the 

role of the court was to decide wheth-
er the prosecutor had proven the 
charges beyond a reasonable doubt.

“The court’s conclusion is that 
the evidence is enough to find the 
defendant guilty of one of the events,” 
she said, adding the evidence “has 
mainly consisted of statements made 
during the trial by the injured party 
and several witnesses.” 

In Sweden, rape is punishable by 
a minimum of two years and a maxi-
mum of six years in prison.

Prosecutor Christina Voigt had 
demanded three years in prison for 
Arnault, who is married to a Swedish 
Academy member.

There were no immediate com-
ments from Voigt or Arnault’s lawyer, 
Bjorn Hurtig, who earlier had said 
they would appeal if he was convict-
ed. Arnault had denied the charges, 
which have rocked the prestigious 
academy, with seven members ei-
ther being forced to leave or quit-
ting in April. In May, the academy 
announced that no prize would be 
awarded this year.

Arnault, who is a French citizen, 
is married to poet and Swedish Acad-
emy former member Katarina Frost-
enson. She quit in April at the same 
time as former permanent secretary 
Sara Danius.

Man at centre of Nobel Literature scandal convicted of rape
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm: Sui Dhaaga (Hindi)

6 pm: Johnny English Strikes Again (Eng)

T
elevision personali-
ty Sharon Osbourne 
has been ousted as 
a judge of “X Factor” 
after she passed de-

rogatory remarks on perform-
ers at the reality TV show.

Producer Simon Cowell 
and show chiefs took the deci-
sion to fire her. Amid all the 
speculations, Osbourne took 
to Facebook to confirm that 
she is no more a part of the 
talent entertainer, reports bbc.
com.

She wrote: “After watch-
ing the new season of ‘X Fac-
tor’ unfold, I’ve seen the new 
judges finding their rhythm 
and (they) are doing brilliantly. 
Simon was so gracious to find 
me a spot on the live shows 
but at this point I really don’t 
think I’m needed and I would 
honestly feel odd coming in at 
this point.

“So I have decided to pass 
on the series this year. I wish 
the show continued success 
and as much as I love to get my 
face on TV you will have to do 
without me this season.”

Earlier, the former judge 
slammed Cowell during an 
interview with TV host jock 
Howard Stern, saying Cowell 
is a “f***ing pain in the ass” and 
revealing she was demanding 
10 million pounds from Cow-
ell as her contract means she 
must be paid the same as new 
judges Robbie Williams and 
Ayda Field.

The competition is now in 
its 15th series and is currently 
in the middle of the Six Chair 
Challenge.

IANS

K
rishna Ka-
p o o r,  t h e 
w i d ow  o f 
the legen-
dary Bolly-

wood actor-filmmaker 
Raj Kapoor, died here 
on Monday at the age 
of 87, bringing an end 
to the second genera-
tion of the influential 
clan.

A gamut of film 
fraternity celebrities 
mourned her demise, 
and remembered her 
as the pillar of the Ka-
poor family, and as someone 
who personified grace, dignity 
and affection.

Krishna, who married Raj 
Kapoor in May 1946, is survived 
by her sons Randhir Kapoor, 
Rishi Kapoor, Rajiv Kapoor, 
and daughters Ritu Nanda and 
Rima Kapoor-Jain.

“Regret to announce I lost 
my mother early this morning. 
She died peacefully,” Randhir 
said in a statement.

She was due to attend on 
Tuesday the inauguration of 
Raj Kapoor’s dream project -- 
the planet’s biggest pillar-less 
dome in Pune on a property 
formerly owned by the late ac-
tor-filmmaker, which Krishna 
sold to Vishwanath Karad. But 
fate willed otherwise.

Krishna’s granddaughters 
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni, Ka-
risma Kapoor and Kareena 
Kapoor Khan were emotional 
as they bid goodbye to their 
‘dadi’, whose last journey saw 

her body adorned by a blanket 
of white flowers.

“I will always love you - RIP 
dadi,” Riddhima posted on 
Instagram.

Krishna was the sister of the 
legendary villain, the late Prem 
Nath and comedian Rajendra 
Nath and their brother-in-law 
is the other Bollywood baddie, 
Prem Chopra. She is known to 
have conducted herself with 
great dignity when Raj Kapoor 
had an affair with Nargis, but 
she put her foot down and 
moved out of the house when 
her husband got inclined to-
wards Vyjayanthimala, Rishi 
Kapoor had shared in his book.

“He did all he could to 
woo her back, but my mother 
wouldn’t give in until he had 
ended that chapter of his life,” 
Rishi wrote.

In the industry, Krishna 
commanded a lot of respect, 
and that was visible as a string 
of celebrities turned up to pay 
their last respects.

Reliance Group 
C h a i r m a n  A n i l 
Ambani, Amitabh 
Bachchan, Sharm-
ila Tagore, Sanjay 
Dutt ,  Abhishek 
Bachchan, Aamir 
Khan, Kiran Rao, 
Kajol, Ajay Devgn, 
Saif Ali Khan, Soha 
Ali Khan, Kunal 
Kemmu, Alia Bhatt, 
Rani Mukerji, Ayan 
Mukerji, Anil Ka-
poor and Salma 
Khan were among 
those who were 

present.
“If Raj Kapoor was an insti-

tution in filmmaking, Krishnaji 
was an institution in living life. 
A very sad loss to all of us,” 
Aamir tweeted.

Veteran actor Anupam 
Kher said she was “one of the 
most dignified and affection-
ate ladies” he had met, while 
filmmaker Karan Johar said she 
was “the embodiment of grace 
of dignity, of elegance and of 
strength”.

“Krishna aunty will always 
be the ‘First Lady of the Film 
Fraternity’. The most gener-
ous, kind and gentle person I 
have ever known with the most 
terrific sense of humour,” he 
added.

Actor-filmmaker Satish 
Kaushik also paid tribute to 
the “iron pillar of the Kapoor 
family”, as did Raveena Tandon 
who said an era has ended with 
Krishna’s demise.

IANS

‘W
e  C a r e : 
L o v e  i s 
G i v i n g ’ 
fundraiser 
c o n c e r t 

that was held on September 
16 raised an amount of INR 
1,33,510 for the landslide af-
fected people of Kiphire. 

The event was organised by 
a group of young likeminded 
artists, entrepreneurs and pro-
fessionals from Kohima, Di-
mapur and Mokokchung. 

Organisers handed over the 
amount to Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) Youth 
Secretary Vikuo Rhi on Oct. 1. 

The NBCC will be giving 
it to the church association in 
Kiphire, the United Sangtam 
Baptist Lithroti Ashimukhong 
(USBLA) through its executive 
secretary Rev. C. Lima.

The concert was initiated 
by Symphony Productions and 
Symphony Academy of Music 
in collaboration with the NBCC, 
Indihut and Musicians Guild, 
and supported by Rattle & Hum 
Music Society. 

The organisers in an up-
date expressed gratitude to all 
the artists who performed at 
the concert, the event part-
ners Eastern Mirror, Seyie Auto, 

Lighthouse UBC, LEAD Enter-
tainment, Ciekhan Fitness, Shiu 
Lights, de Oriental Grand, The 
Eastgate Hotel, LifePro Sound 
Solution, Imprint, Decibel, Ete 
Coffee, and Occasions for their 
support, and Unitex, Coz Cafe, 
Lhouvi Mezhür and Colo Mero 
for their contributions towards 
the event.

EMN

M
uno Shiu re-
leased his 8th 
s i n g l e  “Ap a 
Atsüojin Nai 
L ü s o n g ”  i n 

Khiamniungan dialect.  
An update issued on Oct. 

1 stated that the song was re-
corded at Black and White stu-
dio in Dimapur. Apa Atsüojin 

Nai Lüsong is said to be the 
theme of Khiamniungan Bap-
tist Youth Endeavour Dimapur. 

The lyrics talks about the 
greatness of God’s love and 
His worthiness to be praised. 
The song also gives out the 
message to the youths to come 
seeking His presence and grow 
in His grace, the update in-

formed. 
The lyrics of the song was 

saidto have been contribut-
ed by C. Tsongtsa Khmn and 
graphic design by Right City 
Art. 

Also, the song is said to be 
available at Indihut, Songdew, 
Reverbnation and Soundcloud.

EMN

The Phek District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (PDLSA) and 
Phek Town Chakhesang 
Students’ Union (PTCSU) 
organised an open air char-
ity concert in aid of landslide 
affected people of Kiphire 
district on September 25 in 
Phek town. 

An update from the or-
ganisers informed that more 
than 20 local artists includ-
ing bands, dancers and a 
beatboxer performed at the 
concert. An amount of INR 
25,023 was said to have been 
collected during the concert. 

EMN

Sharon 
Osbourne 
axed 
from ‘X 
Factor’

Bollywood’s ‘First Lady’ Krishna Raj 
Kapoor dead at 87, industry mourns

‘We Care’ concert raises INR 1.3 lac for Kiphire

Muno Shiu releases 8th single

Phek town charity concert 
collects INR 25,023

Jon Snow’s ghost to return in GoT’s season 8
Ahead of the finale season of medieval fantasy series “Game of Thrones”, Joe Bauer, the 
visual effects supervisor of the show, says that Jon Snow’s character direwolf Ghost will 
make a comeback in the forthcoming season. In an interview to thehuffingtonpost.com, 
Bauer said: “Oh, you’ll see him again. He has a fair amount of screen time in Season 8. He 
does show up... he’s very present and does some pretty cool things.” Bauer also explained 
that the lack of direwolves in the last “GoT” season might have had something to do with 
the fact that regular wolves aren’t as magical to work with. On the show (but not in the 
books) only Ghost and Nymeria (Arya Stark’s wolf) are still alive from the original pack 
of direwolves but Bauer made no mention of whether or not we will see Arya’s Nymeria 
again in the final season. (IANS)

KG-2858
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Karun Nair and MSK Prasad

Jose Mourinho

Nita Ambani

Alexis Sanchez

Igor Akinfeev played 111 matches for Russia.

The winners of different categories along with the organisers and officials after the inter-school table tennis 
tournament on Sep. 30.

Discarded Sanchez a window 
into Man Utd’s wasted millions

I elaborately spoke to Karun on West 
Indies team selection — Prasad

Inter-school table tennis tournament heldNita Ambani keen to partner with 
Meghalaya for sports infrastructure

Mourinho defends 
players’ commitment, 
denies his job is at stake

Vettel does the maths and decides he still has a chance

Akinfeev calls time on his international career

Kohima district volleyball tournament in Nov.

Manchester, Oct. 1 (PTI/
AFP): Manchester United 
believed they were closing 
the gap on “noisy neigh-
bours” Manchester City 
when they beat the Premier 
League champions to the 
signature of Alexis Sanchez 
just nine months ago.

But as the Red Devils 
slumped to a third defeat 
just seven games into the 
new league season at West 
Ham on Saturday to al-
ready fall nine points adrift 
of City, Sanchez was no-
where to be seen.

That the Chilean was 
deemed not good enough 
to make Jose Mourinho’s 
18-man squad for such a 
shambolic display at the 
London Stadium speaks 
volumes for 

Sanchez’s slide since 
joining United in Janu-
ary. Prolific in four years at 
Arsenal and three seasons 
with Barcelona before then, 
Sanchez has scored just 
three times in 23 appear-
ances under Mourinho -- 
none of which have come 
this season.

Mourinho’s power bat-
tle with 89 million pounds 
(USD 116 million) mid-
fielder Paul Pogba has 
drawn the spotlight from 
Sanchez. 

But Mourinho’s pa-
tience with the other mar-
quee signing of his time in 
charge at Old Trafford ran 
out this week.

Sanchez was hauled 
off during a 1-1 draw with 
Wolves last weekend. He 
was then reportedly ad-
monished by Mourinho in 
front of his team-mates for 

his poor form and was the 
only outfield player who 
travelled to London for the 
West Ham debacle left out 
of the matchday squad.

“Look for how many 
months are people ask-
ing for (Anthony) Martial, 
Martial, Martial and saying 
how Alexis isn’t playing well 
enough,” said Mourinho 
justifying his decision. 

“This week it was time 
to agree and leave Alexis 
out.” - ‘Different football’ 

Sanchez wouldn’t be 
the first creative player 
Mourinho has failed to get 
the best out of. 

United’s fiercest rivals 
City and Liverpool have 

benefited from Mohamed 
Salah and Kevin De Bruyne 
being discarded by the Por-
tuguese during his time at 
Chelsea.

W h e n  i m p l o r i n g 
Mourinho to attack more 
after being held by Wolves, 
Pogba defended Sanchez’s 
struggles to adapt from the 
more open football played 
at Barca and Arsenal.

“When you play a long 
time with another team 
and you play different foot-
ball in that other team you 
have some kind of adapta-
tion that you have to have,” 
said the Frenchman.

Mourinho’s time at Old 
Trafford may be running 

out, particularly if he fails 
to summon a response 
when United host Valencia 
in the Champions League 
on Tuesday.

However, the differ-
ence in the fanfare that 
greeted Sanchez’s signing 
and his production on the 
pitch is emblematic of the 
waste that is leaving Unit-
ed trailing in City’s wake.

Courted by his former 
Barca boss Pep Guardiola, 
United boasted of dealing a 
blow to City in the transfer 
market and of generating 
more social media traf-
fic than Neymar’s world 
record move to Paris Saint-
Germain.

Yet, that victory has 
proved a hollow and ex-
pensive one. United’s ac-
counts last week revealed 
an 11 percent rise in their 
wage bill taking it to GBP 
295.9 million, 36 million 
more than City’s.

Much of that went 
on handing Sanchez re-
portedly the most lucra-
tive contract in Premier 
League history worth a 
reported GBP 400,000 a 
week plus bonuses.

United remain the 
world’s richest club for 
now, but that is not be-
ing reflected on the field 
for frustrated fans more 
interested in points than 
profits.

The club’s executive 
vice-chairman Ed Wood-
ward has put his faith in 
Mourinho, but his trust 
runs out quickly when 
missing out on the riches 
of Champions League.

D a v i d  Moy e s  a n d 
Louis van Gaal were both 
dismissed after failing to 
qualify and United are 
already five points off the 
top four.

Another route into 
the Champions League is 
by winning the compe-
tition. United currently 
look far from contenders, 
but they can take a huge 
step towards the last 16 
by moving six points clear 
of Valencia in Group H on 
Tuesday.

It is the type of game 
Sanchez was signed for. 
Whether he even starts will 
say much about his future 
so long as Mourinho re-
mains in charge.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
The 31st Leo Club inter-
school table tennis tourna-
ment concluded on Sep. 
30 in Dimapur. The club 
PRO Leo Pravin Jain issued 
a press release on Mon. 
Oct. 1 stating that Tushar 
Jain of Delhi Public School 
defeated Samyak Jain of 
Delhi Public School in boys 
singles final.

Tushar Jain and Safal 
Jain of Delhi Public School 
beat Toki and Vicky of 
Christian higher second-
ary school in the final of 
boy’s doubles.

In girl’s singles final, 
Temsukala Longkumer 
of Maple Tree School de-
feated Hinatoli of Zakie-
sato Memorial Higher Sec-
ondary School and in girls 
doubles C.Denli Konyak 
and Temsukala Longkumer 
of Maple tree school de-
feated Kashvi Sethi and 
Amongla Lemtur of Maple 
Tree School.

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
Dropped without getting 
a game in England, Karun 
Nair’s exclusion from the 
home Tests against West 
Indies has baffled quite a 
few but chairman of selec-
tors MSK Prasad Monday 
said the player himself 
has been explained the 
reasons.

“I personally spoke to 
Karun soon after the se-
lection of the Test Team 
against the West Indies 
and also told the ways to 
make a comeback. The 
selection committee is very 
very clear with regard to 
the communication pro-
cess,” Prasad told PTI on 
Monday. 

India’s second ever tri-
ple centurion in Tests, Nair 
was picked in the origi-
nal squad for the England 
series but once the team 

was changed for the last 
two Tests, it was Hanuma 
Vihari, who played and 
impressed everyone with 
a gutsy half-century and 
handy off-breaks.

It is widely believed 
that the Indian team man-
agement were not happy 
with Karun’s inclusion in 
the Test set-up.

Nair, in a recent in-
terview, went on record 
stating that neither the 
team management nor the 
selectors have communi-
cated with him. 

However, Prasad said 
Karun was clearly intimat-
ed as to why a certain deci-
sion was taken.

“Communication has 
always been the strong 
point of this committee. It’s 
really tough to inform any 
unpleasant news to any 
player. You need to have 

valid reasons to explain 
them about their exclusion 
though they may not agree 
with it,” the former India 
stumper said. 

Prasad explained that 
his colleague Devang Gan-
dhi had spoken to the burly 
middle-order batsman in 
England when he was not 
being picked in the play-
ing XI. 

“Having said that we 
are very clear and candid in 
our communication pro-
cess . My colleague Devang 
Gandhi spoke to Karun 
Nair at length in England 
to keep him motivated and 
wait for his opportunities,” 
Prasad said.

Asked what is the way 
forward for Karun, Prasad 
said: “He will have to keep 
on piling runs in Ranji Tro-
phy and whatever India A 
series is there.”

Kohima, Oct. 1 (EMN): The Kohima Dis-
trict Volleyball Association (KDVA) has 
announced that the 6th Open Kohima 
District Volleyball Tournament will be 
held during the last part of November 2018 
under the theme ‘Transcending through 
Sports’.

KDVA president Visasielie Suohu and 
general secretary Notsol Neikha issued a 
press release on Mon. Oct. 1 informing all 

the interested teams/players to prepare 
for the tournament.

They also informed that the asso-
ciation will organise a two-day volleyball 
referee refresher- cum- clinic for both 
men and women on November 2 to 3 at 
Kohima.

All the interested candidates have 
been asked to contact the KDVA for neces-
sary details.

London, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
Manchester United coach 
Jose Mourinho on Monday 
stood up for his players 
amid criticism over the 
Premier League club’s poor 
results so far this season, 
denying that his job was in 
danger.

In the last three match-
es, Man United played 
to a 1-1 draw against re-
cently-promoted Wolver-
hampton, lost a League 
Cup match to second-tier 
club Derby County and 
were stunned by West Ham 
United on Saturday, reports 
Efe.

“I am still the kid that 
I was 20 years ago, I am 
still naive, but I still don’t 
believe that the players 
are not honest,” Mourinho 
said at a press conference 

Moscow, Oct. 1 (AFP): 
CSKA Moscow goalkeep-
er Igor Akinfeev, Russia’s 
World Cup team captain, 
announced Monday he 
was retiring from inter-
national football after 
playing 111 times for his 
country.

Akinfeev, 32, said after 
15 years with the national 
side he had decided to give 
way to his younger col-
leagues and to focus com-
pletely on his club duties.

“Every story has its be-
ginning and its end. So, 
my story with the national 
team has come came to 
its logical conclusion,” 
he said in a statement on 
CSKA’s site.

“It was a great honour 
for me to captain Russia’s 
national side at the home 
World Cup. I haven’t even 
dreamt it could happen. 
But it has happened and 
it has probably been the 
peak of my career.

“I leave with a clear 
conscience. A young and 
promising generation (of 
players) appeared in Rus-

The tournament was 
successfully conducted 
under the leadership of 
Club President Leo Rishab 
Chhabra.

The closing ceremony 
was graced by Rotary Presi-
dent Dr. Nitin Agarwal as 
the chief guest. He lauded 

the efforts of the Leo Club 
of Dimapur for keeping the 
tournament rolling for 31 
years and thus providing 
an exclusive platform to the 
young players of the state. 

He said that there is no 
short cut to success and 
success will come to those 

who work hard. He also 
added that the state still has 
a long way to go and with 
proper dedication and hard 
work we can definitely do it.

The best discipline tro-
phy was awarded to Cor-
nerstone Higher Secondary 
School.

Shillong, Oct. 1 (IANS): Nita Am-
bani, founder-chairperson of Reliance 
Foundation, on Monday said Reliance 
Foundation Youth Sports (RFYS) is 
keen to partner with Meghalaya gov-
ernment in building sports infrastruc-
ture ahead of the National Games in 
the mountainous state.

Meghalaya will be hosting the Na-
tional Games 2022 coinciding with the 
50th year of the creation of the state. 

“We would love to talk to the gov-
ernment and help in every way pos-
sible for the national games,” Ambani 
told journalists. 

Ambani, who is also the member 
of international olympic committee, 
was in Shillong to witness the finals of 
the inter-school girls football match 
played between Nongkrem Presbyte-
rian Secondary School and Nongkrem 
Higher Secondary School sponsored 
by RFYS at Jawaharlal Nehru Sports 
Complex in Polo grounds. 

Chief Minister Conrad Sangma, 
his wife Mehtab Agitok Sangma, 

Sports and Youth Affairs Minister, 
Banteidor Lyngdoh Mawphlang, All 
India Football Federation Vice Presi-
dent, Larsing Ming Sawyan and Bol-
lywood actor and owner of North East 
United Football Club, John Abraham 
were also present. 

“It was great meeting with chief 
minister and I think the impetus is 
going to be on sports and building 
infrastructure for sports,” she said. 

Moreover, she said that RFYS is 
also with John Abraham in building a 
sports a cademy in Meghalaya which 
will be wonderful and of course now 
with the 2022 National Games and 
the whole nation is excited and look-
ing towards Meghalaya for this large 
sporting event.

“We already have reached out to 
109 schools of who participated this 
year from Meghalaya,” she said. 

“I strongly believe that education 
and sports go hand in hand in shap-
ing our youth. RFYS aims to develop 
a sporting culture in India through 

sia,” he added. “We must 
believe in our youth and 
support them.”

At the World Cup, Akin-
feev played every min-
ute of Russia’s matches 
as they confounded pre-
tournament predictions 
by reaching the last eight, 
where they were beaten by 
eventual finalists Croatia 
in a penalty shootout.

Akinfeev saved a pen-

alty from Iago Aspas in the 
last-16 shootout against 
Spain that secured Russia a 
place in the quarter-finals.

He made his debut for 
Russia in 2004. He was a 
member of the national 
squad which reached the 
last four round of the 2008 
European championship 
and played for Russia at 
the 2014 World Cup in Bra-
zil.

the medium of educational institutes. 
We endeavour to make sports more 
accessible to the youth of India,” Am-
bani said. 

RFYS conducts school and college 
competition in football and athletics 
across 60 cities in India. In 2017, four 
teams from Shillong reached the RFYS 
National Championship with Umthili 
Secondary School being crowned the 
winners.

on the eve of his UEFA 
Champions League clash 
with Valencia.

Regarding players’ 
reactions to the string of 
defeats, he said “I see sad 
people, I see people that 
do not look like they lost 
a game. I see so-so, but in 
the little two sessions of 
training we had everything 
was normal. Everyone with 
desire to work and play.”

The former Real Ma-
drid and Chelsea coach 
denied that his job was on 
the line, declining to reveal 
whether he spoke with club 
president Ed Woodward 
after the loss to West Ham.

“That is a private mat-
ter. I’m not asking you 
‘Who did you speak to yes-
terday, or this morning, 
or your last phone call?’ 
That’s a private matter, I’m 
not going to answer you,” 
he said.

Mourinho revealed that 
Spanish midfielder Ander 
Herrera, Argentine defend-
er Marcos Rojo, English 
forward Ashley Young and 
English forward Jesse Lin-
gard have been left out of 
the Valencia roster.

Sochi (Russia), Oct. 1 (Reuters): Ferrari’s 
Sebastian Vettel could see his hopes of a 
fifth Formula One world title fading with 
the Sochi sunset on Sunday after falling 50 
points behind Mercedes rival Lewis Ham-
ilton with five races remaining.

Even if it sounded like clutching at 
straws, the German was not about to give 
up the fight, however.

“I wasn’t a genius in maths, but I was 
clever enough to pay attention to make it 
up myself,” he said when asked whether 
he could feel the championship slipping 
away after Hamilton led a Mercedes one-
two in Russia.

“It’s not getting easier if we lose points.
“I still believe in our chances; yes, ob-

viously it’s not getting bigger if you finish 
behind but who knows? It takes one DNF 
(non-finish) and then all of a sudden things 
look different,” he added.

“Ideally two — which I’m not wishing 
on Lewis but you never know what hap-
pens. So we need to stay on top of our game 
which maybe we haven’t been completely 
this weekend: make sure that from where 
we are now, we focus on winning the last 
races.”

Hamilton has now won eight times this 
season, and five of the last six, while Vettel 
— on five wins — opened the campaign 
strongly but has faded due in part to errors 
made by himself and the team.

The German now has 256 points to 
Hamilton’s 306.

Japan is up next, followed by Texas and 
Mexico before Brazil and the finale in Abu 
Dhabi.

Vettel won his first title with Red Bull in 
2010 after overhauling a 31 point deficit in 
the last six races, while in 2012 he took his 

third crown despite having been 44 points 
adrift of his then-closest rival Fernando 
Alonso at one point.

The chances of that happening this 
year are remote, with both title contend-
ers having only one retirement each in 16 
races to date.

Hamilton also won in Japan and Texas 
last season before wrapping up the title in 
Mexico, a scenario that looks equally pos-
sible at the current level of performance.

“Today the feeling with the car was 
very good and I was able to push, but I just 
wasn’t as fast as the others,” commented 
Vettel.

“We lost some points during the two 
last races and it doesn’t help, but we have 
our plan to follow and hopefully we can 
make some progress in the races to come.”

Sebastian Vettel
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Martyrs’ Trophy: MSU Manipur and Rising Star Mizoram enters pre-quarter

Fury vows to make 'lemonade out of lemon' Wilder

De Bruyne returns to 
training for Manchester City

EM Images

Player of Friends United New Market (orange) and Monsang Students Union Manipur in action during their 
second round match at the Kohima local ground on Monday.

WBC world heavyweight champion, Deontay Wilder (left), and former world heavyweight champion Tyson Fury 
are separated by boxing promoter Frank Warren during a press conference in London.

Kevin De Bruyne 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Gideon Leo brace was not 
enough for Friends United 
New Market as they suf-
fered a 3-2 defeat at the 
hands of Monsang Stu-
dents' Union Manipur in a 
nervy encounter during the 
second round match of the 
ongoing 19th NSF Martyrs' 
Memorial Trophy here at 
the Kohima local ground on 
Monday.

In the match, MSU 
started the match brightly 
and a brilliant effort from 
midfielder Alower set up 
Marconi to score in the 7th 
minute to give the team 
the lead. Gideon Leo was 
wasteful as he got his share 
to score but failed to find 
the back of the net in the 
first half.

Friends United came 
back stronger and threat-
ened to score as Gideon 
hit the crossbar within the 
introduction of the second 
half. Ngamneirü, the striker 
of Monsang couldn't find 
his touch to finish the game 
with his scoring feat despite 
numerous chances created 
by the midfielders.

Gideon then scored in 
the 58th minute to equalise 

but didn’t take much time 
for MSU to pull back the 
lead as Ngamsha scored 
from Alower’s corner kick 
in the 62nd minute to make 
it 2-1.

Talismanic Gideon 
scored again in the 71st 
minutes to boost Friends 
United team’s confidence 
but the striker of MSU 

Ngamneiru got his break-
through in the 75th minute 
making it 3-2 which proved 
to be the winning goal.

In the first match, Rising 
Star Mizoram registered an 
easy 5-1 win over Khrietho 
FC Zhadami during the 
second round to enter the 
pre-quarters.

Rinawma of Rising Star 

scored twice, while Isaac 
and Byrain Khongsai added 
a goal each to make it 4-0 in 
the first half. Substitute Lun 
scored a stunner through a 
long range kick to make it 
5-0 in the 49th minute of 
the play.

Khrietho FC did score a 
consolation goal with their 
first shot on target as Ke-

Manchester, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
Manchester City's Bel-
gian midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne returned to train-
ing on Monday in a bid to 
step up his recovery pro-
cess from a knee injury.

According to an ES-
PNFC report, De Bruyne, 
who was ruled out for three 
months after picking up a 
collateral ligament injury 
in August, could return to 
action ahead of the Man-
chester derby on Novem-
ber 11.

"He's making the last 
steps, starting training in 
part in the next days -- part 
of the training session with 
us. So everything is go-
ing well," Guardiola was 
quoted as having said by 
ESPNFC ahead of City's 
2-0 win over Brighton on 
Saturday.

So  f a r,  De  Br u y n e 
played only once for City 

neikhrietuo headed home 
in the 64th minute but that 
was all from the team as 
they were knocked out of 

the tournament.  
Up next, Rising Star 

Mizoram will now take on 
Monsang SU Manipur on 

Oct. 10 in the pre-quarterfi-
nal match.
Tuesday’s matches
Tiema-Khe Kidima vs Kohi-

ma Science College at 12 pm
Tribal Brothers vs High 
School Taxi Drivers (XI) at 
2pm

this season in the Premier 
League champions' open-
ing day win at Arsenal.

City are away at Hof-

fenheim in the Champions 
League on Tuesday before 
travelling to Liverpool on 
Sunday.

London, Oct. 1 (AFP): Brit-
ain's Tyson Fury denied 
he was the "challenger" to 
heavyweight world cham-
pion Deontay Wilder as he 
tried to rile the American 
by promising to make "lem-
onade out of a lemon" on 
Monday.

The two unbeaten box-
ers will meet for Wilder's 
World Boxing Council ver-
sion of the title in Los Ange-
les on December 1.

Fury, 30, is the former 
International Boxing Fed-
eration, World Boxing As-
sociation and World Boxing 
Organisation heavyweight 
champion and remains 
undefeated in 27 fights.

During a press confer-
ence peppered with ob-
scene language at broad-
caster BT Sport's studios, 
Fury rose from his seat to 
challenge Wilder to a "body 
spar" before the pair were 
separated by security staff.

"I am no challenger 
for no man. I'm the lineal 
heavyweight champion of 
the world, the best of the 
best," Fury said. "This is two 
champions colliding, equal 
rights." Fury thinks of him-
self as a world champion 
because he never lost his 
titles in the ring.

But he lost all his belts, 
for a variety of reasons, 
during a two-and-a-half-
year absence from the ring 
after his shock win over 
former champion Wladi-
mir Klitschko in November 
2015. Fury, who struggled 
with mental health issues, 
returned to boxing with 
a farcical stoppage of Se-
fer Seferi in Manchester in 

June.
Having once turned up 

to a pre-fight conference 
with Klitschko dressed as 
Batman, Fury was more 
soberly attired in a three-
piece suit on Monday. But 
the colourful language that 
has been a feature of his 
career was in evidence as 
he tried to goad Wilder, who 
has won 39 of his 40 fights 
by way of knockout.

Fury, asked if he con-
sidered having more fights 
before taking on Wilder, 
said: "It's no concern at all. 
If you are a fighting man, 
you are a fighting man. If 
you can fight, you can fight.

"I could have fought 
10 bums if I wanted to. He 
(Wilder) is a lemon, I'm 
going to squeeze him. I'm 
going to make lemonade 
out of this lemon."

Baddest man on the 
planet

But Wilder countered: 
"When I say I am the best, 

the baddest man of the 
planet, I believe every word 
I say. "When it comes to 
Tyson Fury, I am all about 
devastating knockouts. He 
knows he's going to get 
knocked out."

"He can whoop, he 
can holler, but he needs to 
meditate on his situation 
because he is going to feel 
pain like he never felt be-
fore," the 32-year-old add-
ed. Fury suggested Wilder's 
camp had only taken the 
fight because "I've had two 
fights in three years, they 
think I'm done".

But Wilder's managers 
were adamant they had 
nothing but admiration 
for Fury, contrasting his 
position with their failure to 
agree a deal with fellow Brit-
ish heavyweight Anthony 
Joshua. IBF, WBA and WBO 
world champion Joshua 
-- who avoids the kind of 
trash talk that fuels Fury 
-- defended his titles with a 

brutal seventh-round stop-
page of Alexander Povetkin 
at London's Wembley Sta-
dium last month.

But Joshua's camp have 
so far failed to agree a unifi-
cation bout with Wilder, the 
American's team accusing 
him of turning his back on 
a $50 million showdown.


