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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 30 (EMN): The Comp-
troller and Auditor General (CAG) of 
India has detected several projects 
worth INR 13.79 cr. under the Plan-
ning and Coordination department 
that were ‘unverifiable’ and ‘doubt-
ful’ of execution.

The CAG, in its report for the 
year ending March 31, 2017 which 
was recently presented in the state 
assembly, stated that a joint inspec-
tion was carried out to ascertain the 
progress certificates for 54 projects/

schemes involving an expendi-
ture of INR 61.55 cr. It detected 
instances of unverifiable projects 
and schemes, doubtful execution, 
short execution and diversion of 
projects with respect to 28 projects 
out of the 54.

The CAG recommended the 
findings to be referred to the State 
Vigilance Commission and first 
information reports (FIR) be lodged 
against officials and beneficiaries/
contractors involved. 
13 ‘invisible’ projects 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep: 30: The spokesperson for 
All Nagaland Ad hoc Teachers’ Group 
(ANATG) 2015 batch, Bendangtemsu 
Ozukum has said that the Nagaland 
government has failed to deliver on its 
promise to regularisation their contracts.

Ozukum told Eastern Mirror on Sun-
day, “During the ANATG’s agitation in June 
2018, the government gave a verbal assur-
ance that they will regularise our service 
once the court passes its judgment. The 
court passed the judgment on August 3 
but they are now saying that it was am-
biguous and that they cannot regularise 
our contract as it will go against the law.”

He further mentioned that on Sep. 
26, the ANATG-2015 batch had a meeting 
with the School Education department 
headed by its advisor. Ozukum revealed 
that the department informed them 
about the Cabinet meeting to be held on 
Sep. 28, during which the issue would be 
discussed. 

‘However, on Sep. 28 at around 5 pm 
we received information that the Cabinet 

meeting which was scheduled at 6:30 
pm on Friday was deferred until further 
notice,’ Ozukum added.

“It was learnt that the Cabinet meeting 
was held at 2 pm on Sep. 29. The  ANATG  
members  anticipated with  good  spirit  
hoping that  the  government would  de-
liberate on the  demands  of  the  ANATG. 
However, we were informed, through 
reliable sources, that nothing about the 
ANATG issue was discussed during the 
meeting,” Ozukum informed.

Ozukum wondered why nothing has 
materialised until now. 

“We are starting to get doubtful with 
the questionable nature of the depart-
ment of School Education,” he said.

Ozukum stated that if the government 
think the ANATG’s demand for regu-
larisation is unlawful and illegal, the state 
government should inform the teachers 
about it. 

“The incumbents whose services you 
have utilised for almost a decade and 
more should not be treated as criminals,” 
he said.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Sep. 30 (EMN): As assured by Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio on September 29, Neiba Kronu, 
minister for Planning and Coordination, and 
Land Revenue, said the state government will 
immediately start pursuing the construction of 
roads and other public amenities in Kohima and 
Dimapur before this Christmas.

During an interaction with media persons at 
his official residence, Kronu said a major decision 
to go for immediate construction of roads and 
other amenities in Kohima and Dimapur before 
the festive season was taken at a meeting with 
the department of Planning, Public Works, and 
Urban Development, chaired by Rio who was 
accompanied by deputy chief minister, Y Patton. 

He also said the government will float open 
tender to construct the roads stressing on qual-
ity control. In order to make the contractors 
accountable for their work, he informed that the 
former will be told to oversee and maintain the 
roads they construct for a period of two to three 
years.

Kronu opined that the moment good road 
connectivity and good electricity power gen-
eration becomes a reality in the state, the other 
social needs of the people will steadily catch up 
and follow suit automatically.

"The government of the day knows that the 
desire of the people is good roads and in order to 
reach out to the people, our government under 
the dynamic leadership of our chief minister is 
trying its best to fulfil our commitment given to 
our people even though things have been de-
layed because of situations beyond our control," 
he added.

With the passing of the monsoon, which has 
brought unprecedented disasters in its wake, he 
appealed the citizens to join hands and cooper-
ate with the government in the rebuilding of the 
state.

New York, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Parents should keep a close 
watch on what kind of me-
dia content their children 
consume as researchers have 
found that teenagers exposed 
to TV and film violence and 
high levels of household con-
flict are at risk of engaging in 
aggressive behaviours.

The findings, published 
online in the journal Aggres-
sive Behavior, suggest that 
parental monitoring help to 
protect against aggressive 
behaviour.

"It was quite interesting 
that for adolescents who had 
high levels of media violence 
exposure, family conflict, 
impulsivity and sensation-
seeking, parental monitoring 

still continued to provide a 
protective effect against ag-
gressive tendencies," said lead 
author Atika Khurana, Profes-
sor at the University of Oregon 
in the US. The findings are 
based on an online survey of 
some 2,000 teenagers aged 
14-17.

The participants were 
asked what shows they had 
watched, how many times 
they viewed each, and wheth-
er they had engaged recently 
in a physical fight, face-to-
face bullying and cyberbully-
ing as measures of aggression.

To measure family con-
flict, the teenagers were asked 
if their home life involved 
criticism, hitting each other, 
cursing, arguing and throwing 

things when angry. 
Other questions probed 

parental supervision of media 
use, such as restricting and 
forbidding the viewing of vio-
lence and adult content.

The researchers found 
that media violence alone 
was a strong risk factor for 
aggression, even when the 
adolescents were low in all the 
other risk factors. 

She, however, cautioned 
that parental intervention in 
media viewing needs to be age 
appropriate. 

Actions that restrict or for-
bid viewing of violent media 
works best with younger ado-
lescents but can be counter-
productive with older teens, 
Khurana said.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 30: In a bid to raise 
awareness on issues adversely 
affecting the elder persons, and 
to appreciate their contributions 
to the society, the International 
Day for Older Persons is observed 
worldwide every year on October 1. 

This year the United Nations 
has chosen the theme ‘Celebrating 
Older Human Rights Champions’ 
to reaffirm the commitment to pro-
mote full and equal enjoyment of 
all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms by older persons.

But how do we treat the older 
persons when they are unable to 
perform their daily physical activi-
ties, and become dependent? "The 
government of India and the gov-
ernment of Nagaland are planning 
to start separate OPD and indoor 
services for the elderly with special 
provision for the elderly especially 
for investigations such blood tests, 
X-ray scanning to name a few. 
Special assistance to the elderly in 
the hospital by having special staff 
trained to cater to the elderly and 
also providing different appliances 
like hearing aid, walking stick to 
name a few", said Limanochet 
Jamir, an assistant professor at 
Kohima Law College, to Eastern 
Mirror.

A comprehensive geriatric 
health provision is what the older 

persons need who become physi-
cally dependant with age, he as-
serted. "Nagaland is yet to fully im-
plement the National Programme 
for Health Care of the Elderly and 
we need to create awareness about 
this especially to elderly persons for 
it's their right and when they are 
aware of this right, they can insist 
the government to implement such 
programme,” Jamir said. 

He was concerned that most of 
the older persons are not aware of 
their existing rights, and as a group 
who are sensitive and need to be 
looked after, more than the mon-
etary assistance that they receive 
from the government, a geriatric 

health provision more crucial. 
The department of Social Wel-

fare has various schemes benefit-
ing the senior citizens and under 
the National Social Assistance 
Programme, the Indira Gandhi 
National Old Age Pension Scheme 
(IGNOAPS) launched in 2007, pro-
vides monetary assistance to the 
senior citizens above 60 years and 
those below poverty line.   

Those between the age of 60-
79 years are entitled INR 300 per-
month (INR 200 under the central 
scheme of IGNOAPS and INR 100 
is an additional sum added by 
the state government); and those 
above 80 years are entitled INR 

600 permonth (INR 500 under the 
central scheme of IGNOAPS and 
INR 100 by the state government), 
shared Jamir.

As per the state’s Social Welfare 
department, the modes of selection 
for this scheme are: village council 
recommendation; age certificate 
certified by doctor, pastor or the 
council chairman, and district level 
selection board.  

Rev. RP Murry, a 75-year-old 
father of five, shared his concern 
that the state government needs to 
‘comprehensively implement’ the 
schemes and provisions available 
for the older persons in the state 
especially among those in rural ar-

eas who are oblivious to their rights. 
"I am fortunate to be taken care 

of by my children who are available 
to attend to my needs physically or 
monetarily. But there are those who 
have no one depend and are not 
aware of the schemes or the rights 
that we are entitled. I receive the 
yearly allowance of some amount 
around INR 1800 which I offer to 
the church or those who need it," 
shared the Reverend. But he shared 
concern for those who are unaware 
of the schemes available and iter-
ated the need to create awareness 
among the elderly.

The managing director of Ko-
hima Old Age Home, Neithonuo 
Liegisie was critical in her assertion 
that 'the state government was not 
doing enough for the senior citi-
zens’ welfare – maybe due to lack 
of funds and facilities.’

However, she was also grateful 
that the government was 'doing 
their best for their home.’ She alsp 
shared the observation that 'the 
government has not provided the 
old age pensions appropriately for 
the last two years, maybe because 
of their own reasons.’

Liegisie however believed one 
should not depend solely on the 
goverment but contribute collec-
tively as a community; ‘churches 
and individuals can be of help to 
the senior citizens.’       

Doubtful projects worth INR 7 cr.
The CAG has also listed six projects as suspicious 
cases of misappropriation/misuse of funds sanc-
tioned against the projects. 
Skill development centre in Dimapur: The 
department in September 2015 awarded the 
work for establishment of a three-storey skill 
development centre in Dimapur to a contractor 
(P Chuba) at a cost of INR 1.79 cr. Although the 
contractor was paid the full amount in October 
2015, completion or progress report of the work 
was not found.  An under-construction building 
owned by Changki Mission Society was shown to 
audit during a joint inspection in July 2017. The 
CAG noted that the ongoing building was owned 
by the Changki Mission on a plot of land donated 
by a J Changkiri, and the construction was being 
funded by Changki citizens.

The department in November 2017 stated to 
have claimed that the building was constructed 
with fund from the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
(MoTA) and contributions from Changki Mission 
Society, but the CAG asserted that this reply was 
not acceptable as the building was constructed 
and owned by said society. It pointed out that 
basing on evidences, the fund of INR 1.79 cr. 
provided for the skill development centre was 
not utilised for the purpose it was sanctioned 
for, and the absence of completion certificate or 
progress report of the project and other relevant 
records indicated the possibility of misappro-
priation of the fund.
Rangkau mission hostel in Peren: The sixth 
‘doubtful’ project to feature in the CAG report 
was the construction of Rangkau mission hostel 
in Peren district at a cost of INR 50 lac during 
2013-14. In June 2013, the contractor (Disuing) 
submitted the progress report of the work with 
two photographs of a two-storey building and 
the project was certified as completed by the EE 
in July 2013. The contractor was paid INR 50 lac 
in two instalments in December 2013. However, 
joint inspection in 2017 found out that the build-
ing located at the project site was a single-storey 
structure belonging to an individual.

Cultural centre in Touphema: The CAG 
reported that the work for construction of a 

cultural centre at Touphema in Kohima district 
at the cost of INR 1 cr. was awarded twice to the 
same contractor but joint inspection conducted 
in 2017 revealed doubtful execution as the build-
ing shown in completion certificates could not 
be located. 

The report said the work for construction of 
said centre was taken up in 2012-13 without any 
work order issued against it but it was observed 
that the department in September 2012 directed 
the contractor (Pfudoulhou) to submit progress 
reports, for which, the contractor did, showing 
70% of the work completed. On this basis, the 
department made full payment of INR 1 cr. to 
the contractor against an undated APR obtained 
from the contractor.

The CAG noticed from departmental records 
that the same work was again taken up by the 
department through the same contractor which 
was certified as completed in August 2013 and 
made payment of INR 1 cr. to the contractor. 
On both occasions, separate estimates for the 
building were prepared and photographs of the 
building were attached to the progress/comple-
tion certificate during both 2012-13 and 2013-14.

However, the building in the completion 
records could not be located by the joint inspec-
tion team. Instead, the department officials stat-
ed to have showed an indoor stadium as the cul-
tural centre building. The team found a plaque 
on the wall of the stadium stating the stadium 
was constructed under MGNREGS 2013-14. 
Audit cross-examined the records of the district 
rural development agency (DRDA) Kohima and 
verified that two sanctions for INR 50 lac (INR 20 
lac in June 2013 and INR 30 in November 2013) 
were issued for construction of indoor stadium 
under MGNREGS in Touphema village. In this re-
gard, the CAG stated that construction of cultural 
centre building against which the department 
had released a total of INR 2 cr. was doubtful. 

The department in November 2017 clarified 
that the amount was released to the contractor to 
complete the work in public interest, but the CAG 
was of the view that the fact remained the depart-
ment had made the payment twice against the 
work whose execution was doubtful.

Continued on page 5

The CAG noted that the exact location of the works to be 
taken up for these 13 projects was neither mentioned in the 
estimates nor in the work orders. “It was also observed that 
payments were made on the basis of progress reports fur-
nished by the executive engineer (EE) which did not contain 
the location or address of the project work,” the report stated.

The department, at the exit conference in November 
2017, stated to have admitted that the contractors could not 
be located and the location of the project could not be shown 
during joint inspection and had requested the accountant 
general (AG) for a second visit. In response, the AG asked the 
department to furnish details of beneficiaries and exact loca-
tions of the projects, but did not receive it.
Excess payment of INR 6 cr.
The CAG report revealed that the department had made an 
excess payment of INR 6.44 cr. in respect of nine works that 
were executed during 2012-16 at a total cost of INR 9.78 cr. 

EntErtainmEnt

Neiba Kronu 

EM Images

A file picture of a group of elderly persons in Dimapur during the celebration of International Day of Older Persons in 2015.

INR 14 crore-worth ghost projects in Planning department 

‘Do not treat teachers as criminals’road repair works in 
dimapur and Kohima 
before christmas 

Watching violent content on TV 
may make teenagers aggressive

Celebrating the elderly and their right to fundamental freedom

The CAG reported that during the joint inspection, department 
officials could not locate 13 projects/schemes on which an amount 
of INR 7.11 cr had been spent. Those unverifiable projects include:

Innovative project for construction of integrated fisheries project at Burma Camp 
in Dimapur (2012-13) for which INR 91 lac was released

INR 30 lac released by the government of India for construction of amenity centre 
in Dimapur (2013-14)

INR 25 lac for approach road from playground to Bamunpukhuri-II village in 
Dimapur (2013-14)

INR 95 lac for setting up of computer training centre for ST at Purana Bazaar in 
Dimapur under Backward Class Development Society (2013-14)

INR 60 lac for construction of ‘tribal approach road’ at Old Veterinary Colony in 
Dimapur (2013-14)

INR 65 lac for construction of ‘minority tribal girls hostel’ at Nagarjan in Dimapur 
(2014-15)

INR 40 lac for construction of ‘Tribal Bhavan’ at Midland in Kohima (2012-13)

INR 50 lac for construction of ‘tribal working women’ lodge in Kohima district 
(2012-13)

INR 80 lac for construction of road between Gariphema and Gariphe Basa in 
Kohima district (2012-13)

INR 50 lac for construction of orphanage home at Kohima village (2015-16)

INR 25 lac for construction of human resource centre in Mokokchung (2015-16)

INR 50 lac for construction of youth sports training centre at Mhakam in Peren 
(2014-15)

INR 50 lac towards development of skill in woodcrafts at Mhainamtsi in Peren 
district (2015-16)

A joint inspection of the works was carried out during 
which execution of items of work costing INR 8.67 cr 
(out of INR 9.78 cr) were examined and it was observed 
that only INR 2.23 cr worth items of works have been 
executed, thereby resulting in a short execution of items 
of work to the value of INR 6.44 cr. The projects include: 

Development of Aguonuo fishery project at Razaphe in Dimapur 
(for which INR 1.8 lac value of work was executed out of INR 1.75 
cr paid to contractor)

N Putsere fishery project (INR 24.9 lac out of INR 1.63 cr)

Construction of village marketing shed in Kiphire (INR 11.2 lac 
out of INR 1 cr)

Construction of community multipurpose training institute in Tizit 
(INR 27.8 lac out of INR 50 lac)

Construction of Baudi community building in Peren new Hq (INR 
26.9 lac out of INR 40 lac)

Approach road to rubber plantation area at Kejanglo village (INR 
65.4 lac out of INR 1 cr)

Construction of tribal girls hostel in Peren (INR 19.8 lac out of 
INR 50 lac) 

Construction of integrated community based fishery, poultry and 
piggery project at Rengmapani village in Kohima (INR 26.4 lac out 
of INR 1 cr)

Skill development and training for women group in Mokokchung 
(INR 18.5 lac out of INR 1 cr).
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Scholars engage in discussions during an academic discourse that was held on September 28 in the 
School of International Studies, in New Delhi. 

Citizens hold up hearing aids that were distributed to them by a local organisation during a charity event 
in Dimapur.

Resource persons and participants at the training in Layshi town.

College students clean a portion of a road in Kohima.  (Right)  Dr. Logrineken Ao seen here with officers and community leaders and members of Mangkolemba in Mokokchung during the cleanliness drive on Sep.29.

Research scholars talk 
political economy of Northeast

Training in women empowerment 
conducted at Layshi town

Charity distributes hearing aids Jalukie hosts how-to 
on electrical wiring 

NCC cadets celebrate 
Parakram Parv 

Leadership controversy 
in NSCN (K) continues 

Community groups join state-wide cleanliness campaign 

Tuensang comm. wants NH repaired 

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
The third discourse of the 
Naga Scholars’ Association 
(NSA) was held on Sep-
tember 28 in the School 
of International Studies,  
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity,  (JNU) in New Delhi. 

The theme of the day 
centered on issues that are 
concerned with the politi-
cal economy of the North-
east region and the ques-
tion of justice or injustice 
thereof associated with it.  

The argument of the 
opening paper by Dr. Raile 
R Ziipao from Harvard Uni-
versity, UK titled “Infra-
structure of Injustice: A 
perspective from within” 
was to disentangle the pat-
tern and distribution of 
infrastructure in Manipur. 
It is premised on the argu-
ment that infrastructure is 
fundamentally a relational 
concept and its develop-
ment has always been an 
act of power and is a space 
of contestation. Colonial-

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (SEP. 30)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 33.5 24 26.6 91 12.2

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA 23.6 18.2 19.5 98 NIL

ZBT - - - - -

MON 30 22 21.7 92 NIL

TUENSANG 21 18.4 17.4 91 NIL

MKG 25.2 19 19.9 85 8.2

PHEK 26.8 17.4 20 86 NIL

KIPHIRE 32 19 20.9 88 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 18 20.6 87 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 29 19.8 21.6 71 6

JALUKIE 28 20 19.4 95 16

MANGKOLEMBA 29.2 22.2 24.3 90 15.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relati ve Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservati on, Nagaland 

ism as such is not over for 
the tribes in Manipur as 
elsewhere it can be expe-
rienced in different forms, 
‘colonialism by discourse’ 
being the most pervasive 
form. Thus, if infrastructure 
is seen as a tool for eco-
nomic growth then one is 
prompted to ask the ques-
tion then how is North East 
to be seen? For whom is 
the present infrastructure 
development intended 

for if it bypasses the local 
economy and People? So in 
many cases injustice is em-
bedded in the infrastruc-
ture and tribes have often 
been excluded and denied 
agency in the process of in-
frastructural development. 

The second paper pre-
sented by Phuireingam 
Hongchui was on the “Po-
litical Economy of the Na-
gas.” The focus of the pa-
per was on examining the 

nature and developmental 
discourse that concerns the 
political economy of the 
Nagas post-Independence.  
He argued that what was 
once a self-sufficient sub-
sistence economy that al-
lowed room for a commu-
nitarian as well as liberal 
notion of distribution to co-
exist was now at threat. The 
reason for such a state of 
affair is because the politi-
cal economy of the region 

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
A five day training pro-
gramme of 2nd Holistic 
Women Empowerment

Training was success-
fully conducted by women 
department of Layshi Town 
on September 25-29 at Lay-
shi Town.

During the training 
programme, the resource 
persons encouraged the 

women folk to wake up and 
compete with the rest of 
the other societies for the 
betterment and up liftmen 
of the people and society in 
general.     

The resources per-
sons further pointed out 
that gossiping brings 
a detrimental to soci-
ety but to speak of God’s 
goodness, and stand up 

to rise up for the blessing 
of everyone 

Director,Bi.Khüvtsüh-
shei (Sisiwin) of Layshi 
town expressed sincere 
gratitude on behalf of the 
women to the speakers 
who were able to attend the 
training. 

The department ac-
knowledged those who 
donated for the training. 

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN):  S D Jain Chari-
table Clinic hosted a hearing test during 
September 28-29.  Free hearing aids were 
distributed to a number of citizens during 
the event, which was organised under the 
aegis of S D Jain Samaj. 

182 patients registered in the camp out 
of which 104 patients with hearing prob-
lems were given free hearing aids. Patients 

from ages 4-91 years from all over Nagaland 
came for the check up. Those with critical 
problems were advised to go to Guwahati . 

The management of S D Jain Charitable 
Clinic thanked all the donors from Jain 
Community who generously donated for 
this noble cause. The management also 
thanked all the patients and their family for 
co operating in the camp 

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
A 30-day training program 
imparting skills in elec-
trical wiring for houses 
was concluded at the SBI-
RSETI at Jalukie in Peren 
district. The event is said 
to be the 6th residential 
programme organized by 
the institute.

A press release from 
the organisers on Sunday 
informed that the resourc-
es person for the train-
ing event was Jangthaodai 
Panmei, a professional in 
electricity. About 30 candi-
dates from different areas 
of the districts participated 
in the course and were 
given training on various 
aspects of electrical wir-
ing and home appliances. 
The event was conducted 
during September 1-30 
for free.

During the valedictory 
program, JC Bhuyan, di-
rector of SBI-RSETI, spoke 

about the importance of 
house wiring and advised 
the trained candidates to 
use the skills they had ac-
quired to generate income 
and to be self-reliant.

Certificates were dis-
tributed by the director to 
the trained candidates. The 
candidates were said to 
have expressed ‘great sat-
isfaction’ from the training. 

‘The training program 
aims to mitigate unem-
ployment and under-
employment problems 
among the rural youths in 
the country,’ the organisers 
stated.  

The institute will be 
organizing an event on 
mushrooms cultivation 
during October 3-12, too. 
Interested persons are 
asked to collect the ap-
plication forms from the 
establishment during of-
fice hours, the press release 
stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
The 1st Nagaland Girls 
Bn National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) at Kohima celebrat-
ed ‘Parakram Parv’ which 
marks the 2nd anniversary 
of the military operations 
strikes conducted by the 
Indian Army across the 
Line of Control (LoC) in 
2016. 74 institutions af-
filiated with the NCC in 
all 11 districts of the state 
participated in the event.

To showcase the val-
our and sacrifice of the 
armed forces, ‘Parakram 
Parv’ was observed by the 
NCC, updates received 
here on Sunday stated. A 
discourse  was delivered 
by Col Rajeev Kumar, CO 
of the Unit for the NCC Ca-
dets at St Joseph College, 
Jakhama on Spetember 
29. A video clipping of the 
‘surgical strike-2016’ was 
also shown depicting the 
valor and courage of the 
armed forces of the coun-
try, the updates stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
The controversy surround-
ing the leadership of the 
NSCN (K) continues with 
a statement on Sunday 
from one of the contenting 
sides stating that “lt. gen.” 
Khango was impeached on 
August 17 and that “some 
self-vested individuals and 
Indian-backed agents with-
in the party as expected has 
sided with the impeached 
chairman.”

A press release ap-
pended by “maj.” Joseph 
Lamkang of the “MIP” was 
received here on Sunday.  

The statement read: ‘In 
the light of the recent crisis 
within the Party, the NSCN/
GPRN would like to lay few 
points that needed immedi-
ate clarification to the Naga 
people. That, the former 
chairman lt. gen. retd.
Khango was impeached on 
17th August, 2018 accord-
ing to the party formalities 
and was consented and en-
dorsed by all the members 
of the NSCN/GPRN.’ 

“Taking full advantage 
of the situation, some self-
vested individuals and In-
dian-backed agents within 

the party as expected has 
sided with the impeached 
chairman with an intention 
to utilize the impeached 
chairman as tool to fulfil 
their selfish dreams and 
implement the work of the 
enemy (India).’ 

Hence, the press re-
lease stated, “they are au-
tomatically terminated 
from the party with im-
mediate effect. The simple 
truth is that, these traitors 
has no agenda, hence the 
press release by the so-
called MIP of NSCN/GPRN 
on 29/09/2018 claiming 
the legitimacy of the im-
peached chairman is com-
pletely baseless, null and 
void.” 

It asserted that the 
NSCN/GPRN, under the 
new leadership and all the 
parties of Wesea based at 
base-area, are ‘fully intact.’ 

“Today, the NSCN/
GPRN re-pledge ourselves 
before God and to the peo-
ple to continue the Naga 
freedom struggle, and will 
not tolerate anti-National 
elements conniving with 
the enemy to demean the 
struggle,’ it stated. 

is understood and thus 
defined more often from 
the point of a conflict zone. 
Such readings in turn lead 
to a deepening of the politi-
cal conflict rather than re-
solving it. Thus, he stressed 
on the need for keeping in 
mind the peculiarity and 
context specificity of the 
region if one is to arrive at 
a better understanding of 
the political economy of 
the Nagas.

The session was chaired 
by well known author Prof. 
AS Narang who has a long 
experience of teaching 
and research in different 
universities in India and 
abroad. 

The audience unani-
mously felt that NSA has 
taken up a very relevant 
topic and complimented 
the efforts and dedication 
of the organizing team. 
The programme ended 
with a vote of thanks by 
Dr. Lungthuiyang Riamei, 
general secretary of NSA. 

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
As part of the Swachhata Hi 
Seva 2018, and in response 
to the call given by the 
chief minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio, to the citizens 
clean their localities from 
September 29 to October 
2 in Nagaland, cleanliness 
drive was carried out in 
several parts of the state.

Joining the state-wide 
mass social work under 
‘Swachh Bharat Mission,’ 
(SBM) the citizens of Man-
gkolemba town in Mokok-
chung district conducted 
a cleanliness campaign in 
and around the town with 
advisor for Law & Justice 
Dr. Logrineken Ao taking 
part in it too.

Starting the mass so-
cial work’ this morning 
from the Zero Point, Man-
gkolemba Town, more 
than 900 people including 
stents, youth, GBs, Colony 
Chairmen from the nine 
wards under Mangkolem-
ba Town Council and also 
officials from all the depart-
ments under ADC, Man-
gkolemba participated in 
the cleanliness drive.

During the drive, local 
contractors provided their 

JCB and others with their 
vehicles throughout the 
mass social work.

During the ‘Mass So-
cial Work,’ the people also 
cleaned chocked culverts 
and drains and also filled 
potholes in and around the 
Mongkolemba areas.

Dr. Longrineken Ao ex-
pressed his happiness be-
cause of the huge turnout 
for the mass social work. 
He further encouraged the 
people to maintain the cul-
ture of keeping the town, 
colonies and their wards 
need and clean not only in 
the present day but also in 
the future.

Additional  Deputy 
Commissioner of Mang-
kolemba, Razouvolie Dozo 
thanked the citizens of 
Mongkolemba and also 
all the staffs under Man-
gkolemba ADC for tak-
ing part in the mass so-
cial work. He also lauded 
the Advisor for joining the 
drive.

Elsewhere in Dimapur, 
the Vivekananda Welfare 
Foundation in collabo-
ration with the Dimapur 
Municipal Council on Sun-
day carried out a cleanli-

ness drive ‘Swachhta Hi 
Seva Campaign’ with the 
slogan ‘sanitation is every-
one’s business, let’s make 
Swachh Bharat Mission a 
reality’.

The drive started at 6 
am and continued till 9 am. 
About 50 members from 
VWF took part in it and 
cleaned the stretch of road 
from TK Angami Complex 
to Suburban Police Station, 
Signal Bosti.

Speaking about the 
drive, Niranjan Saha, Presi-
dent, VWF on the occasion 
said that it was not only a 
cleanliness drive but also 
an awareness program as 
it could ignite importance 
in many passersby about 
cleanliness and during the 
drive there were non-mem-
bers of VWF and members 
of United Youths Associa-
tion who also joined vol-
untarily the members of 
VWF and carried out the 
cleaning of the stretch of 
the road.

He said that the prime 
minister’s initiative is 
slowly becoming a success 
story as more people are 
getting concerned about 
cleanliness and though it 

won’t happen overnight, 
but eventually clean India 
would be a reality.

Liaison officer of Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) Ganesh Sharma 
who was also overlooking 
the activities said that DMC 
had provided a JCB, labor-
ers and trucks for the drive.

VWF is also looking to 
adopt the stretch of road 
near Dimapur Railway 
High School for a year and 
look after its cleanliness 
during the period. An of-
ficial announcement about 
it from DMC is awaited.

In Kohima, students 
of Kohima Science Col-
lege organised “Drainage 
Cleaning Campaign” on 
September 29 in Kohima. 

According to a press 
release, students collected 
wastes and garbage along 
the roadside, and in the cul-
verts and drainage starting 
from Minister’s Hill Higher 
Secondary School to their 
College premises. 

The updates stated that 
the objective was to make 
the public aware about 
the deleterious effects 
caused to environment by 
inappropriate dumping of 

wastes and garbage.
In Khezhakeno village, 

villagers, along with the 
department of PHED, Phek 
division and WSSO, Kohi-
ma, carried out cleanliness 
drive in the village. 

A press release stated 
that a short programme 
was conducted in collabo-
ration with the Chüket-
she Society, Khezhakeno 
at lower guest house in 
Khezhakeno before the 
mass cleanliness began. 

The updates men-
tioned that during the 
programme, the sub-di-
visional officer of PHED, 
Pfütsero, Neilhoukho-
lie Chielie, spoke about the 
importance of cleanliness 
and asserted that ‘clean-
liness should be consid-
ered as a religion.’ Chielie 
also sought to reform the 
sanitation sectors with pri-
mary focus on behavioural 
changes of the people for 
proper implementation of 
the scheme provided by the 
government in making the 
village clean.  

The updates added that 
the programme was fol-
lowed by a mass cleanliness 
drive around the village.

The Nagaland Bhojpuri 
Samaj led by its project 
chairman, Harender Gupta 
conducted a cleanliness 
drive from Deluxe Point 
(Bata Charali Junction) to 
Durga Mandir junction in 
Dimapur. 

According to a press 
note, the team also clean 
the entire stretch of MP 
Road, during which, busi-
nessmen living in the area 
joined them in cleaning 
the garbage.  The updates 
mentioned that the NBS 
agreed to undertake other 
projects in their effort to 
make Dimapur, a clean city.

Further, the NSS of St. 
Joseph University organ-
ized a cleanliness drive, 
plantation and awareness 
campaign on the occasion 
of the Swachta Hi Sewa 
movement  at Christian 
Institute of Health Sciences 
and Research (CIHSR), 4th 
mile Dimapur on Septem-
ber 29. 

40 NSS volunteers of 
the university under the 
guidance of the NSS co-
ordinators Prof.Daniel M. 
Khan and Prof.Limongi 
participated in the cam-
paign.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): A group called the ‘action plan 
committee Tuensang district’ has asked the government to 
repair roads besides ‘take up creation’ of a two-lane road in 
the district.  The committee issued a copy of a letter to the 
media addressed to the ‘ministry of national highway Na-
galand’ and demanding repairs specifically for ‘National 
Highway 202/155.’ 

‘Having being proposed and appealed to the concern 
department...the National Highway 202/155 is still left 
abundant (sic). It is also to be noted that the present road 
is not in a position for plying vehicles as the road is left ig-
nored for renovation. The road has turned out to be a river/
drainage,’ the committee explained in its letter. 

‘Under such as awful circumstance the action plan 
committee had unanimously resolved to appeal to your 
benign authority for your immediate intervention within 
a two weeks of time for filling up the pot-holes and to take 
up the creation of two lane road within three month of 
time.’

Further, the committee has expressed optimism for 
‘immediate change in the share of development activi-
ties particularly the NH 202/155.’ It warned however that 
‘failing to comply with the appeal the committee may not 
hesitate to take its own course of action.’
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Officials of the national expert committee for technological intervention for tribal empowerment, and government officers, share in a group 
photograph during the review, in Dimapur.

Sanguto Chase interacts with 
media persons at Kohima.

Michael Zothankhuma, judge at Gauhati High Court, inaugurates the legal services camp in Tuensang.
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Govt. expert comm. reviews 
tribal empowerment work 

‘Legal system is to promote justice 
on equality,’ HC judge reminds

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN):  
An expert committee of 
the government that works 
for empowerment of tribal 
communities met in Di-
mapur recently to discuss 
issues that would uplift 
and secure livelihood, and 
ensure ‘equity’ of develop-
ment to improve the quality 
of life of the communities.

Officials of the national 
expert committee for tech-
nological intervention for 
tribal empowerment met in 
Dimapur during Sep. 26-28.

The main objective of 
the meeting was prima-

rily to empower the tribal 
through technology, the 
press release read. Such 
interventions help provide 
a road map for integrating 
science and technology 
that can benefit the tribal 
communities, the organis-
ers said. 

“Special emphasis is 
placed upon uplifting and 
securing livelihood, equity 
in development thereby 
improving the quality of life 
which is in line with the ob-
jectives of the Seed division, 
DST,” the organisers said.

The event was ‘organ-

ised by the Science for Eq-
uity, Empowerment and 
Development (division 
Seed), a press release that 
was issued by the organis-
ers informed on Sunday. 
Seed works for technolog-
ical empowerment and 
sustainable livelihoods at 
the grass root, the update 
informed.

The division seeks to 
provide opportunities to 
motivated scientists and 
field level workers to take 
up action oriented and 
location specific projects 
aimed towards socio-eco-

nomic uplift of the poor 
and disadvantaged sec-
tions of the society through 
appropriate science and 
technology interventions 
especially in the rural areas. 

Dr. Rambir Singh, ad-
visor, delivered the back-
ground note to the event. 
Singh emphasized on the 
need to develop science 
and technology to improve 
the quality of life of tribal 
groups. He raised the need 
for suitable technologies 
that adapt to indigenous 
tribal lifestyles. 

“The need for preserva-

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): A judge of the 
Gauhati High Courts has reminded the 
judiciary and its members that the legal 
system is meant to promote justice based 
on equality opportunity.  

Michael Zothankhuma, judge of the 
Gauhati High Court, addressed the inau-
gural program of the ‘mega legal services 
camp’ in Tuensang on Sep. 29. The event 
was organized by the Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority (NSLSA) and Tuensang 
District Legal Services Authority (TDLSA) 
with government departments, stakehold-
ers and community agencies, the organisers 
informed.

The Nagaland State Legal Services Au-
thority in Kohima issued a press release that 
was received here on Sunday. 

In his address to the event after he in-
augurated the camp, Justice Michael Zoth-
ankhuma said that the objective of the legal 
services authority was to secure legal rights 
of the poor, the downtrodden and the weak-
er sections of the society. He was quoted in 
the press release as having said that the legal 
services authority also ensures that the op-
eration of the legal system promotes justice 
on the basis of equal opportunity. Now the 
objectives have expanded from awareness 
to empowerment,’ the press release read.

Zothankhuma was of the opinion that 
‘the focus’ was to ensure that the govern-
ment schemes, policies and the law reach 
the doorsteps of the people as intended by 
the government.

“He pointed out that as the objective of 
the camp is to create opportunities for the 
poor and downtrodden, the government 
and stakeholders should try to understand 
and empathize with the poor and needy. He 
said that the media also has a responsibility 
in creating awareness and educating the 
masses,” the updates stated of his speech. 

The high court judge also emphasised 

on the importance of giving more publicity 
to central-government sponsored schemes. 

The deputy commissioner of Tuensang 
district L Jamithung Lotha also gave a short 
speech during the program. He said the 
primary role of the government department 
is to give service to the public and ensure 
the benefits of the welfare schemes reach 
the citizens. 

Pointing out that the Indian govern-
ment has various schemes for the benefit 
and development of the poor, the deputy 
commissioner encouraged all the depart-
ments that had set up stalls at the legal 
services camp to create publicity about the 
various welfare schemes that citizens can 
benift from. Lotha urged the beneficiaries 
to avail the various welfare schemes during 
the event in the town too. 

Delivering the keynote address during 
the event was Mezivolu T Therieh, member 
secretary, said that legal service camp have 
been conducted in Longleng, Peren, Phek, 
Mokokchung and Mon. She informed that 
‘mini camps’ with the Labour department 
was conducted at Noklak and Shamator on 
September 27 and the 28 for construction 
workers. 

Therieh assured that the Tuensang 
district legal services authority was there to 
provide all assistance ‘even after the camp is 
over through the front office at district court 
complex with the assistance of the panel 
lawyers and the paralegal volunteers,’ the 
updates informed. 

About 5,440 people visited the day long 
camp where more than 40 stalls were set up 
by government departments, stakeholders 
and nongovernmental organisations, the 
organisers informed.  

The High Court judge also inaugurated 
legal literacy clubs for Eklavya Model Resi-
dential School and the 3rd NAP High School 
at Tuensang town on September 28. 

Legislators mill at the site of a construction work in Kohima. The 
government leaders are said to have visited a number of construction 
sites in the capital town ‘to maintain better coordination.’ 

Legislators check in on 
progress of projects in Kohima 

New book chronicles 
strife of ‘Indo-Naga war’

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): A 
number of ruling legislators 
are going around visiting 
project sites in capital town 
Kohima ‘to maintain bet-
ter coordination between 
departments and various 
implementing agencies 
which will help in serving 
the public better.’  

Updates on Sunday in-
formed that one such ‘in-
spection’ was undertaken 
by Metsubo Jamir, minister 
for Urban Development 
& Municipal Affairs; Tong-
pang Ozukum, minister for 
PWD; and Neikiesalie Kire, 
advisor for Rural Devel-

opment. The date of their 
visiting the project areas 
was not mentioned in the 
updates.  

The team visited the 
multi-level parking facility 
at PR Hill; cultural hall, at 
the old NST; super market, 
ISBT and drainage sites, 
the reports said. The team 
inspected the Lerie-BSF 
camp road to “check the 
possibility of construction 
of an alternate route for 
commuters and to ease the 
woes of traffic in Kohima,” 
too.

Likewise, they are said 
to have visited the Sanourii 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 30(EMN): 
A book chronicling mar-
tial exploits of the “Naga 
army” has been released. 
The book, ‘The battles we 
fought Indo-Naga war – A 
Few Exploits of the Naga 
Army in the Naga National 
Defence,’ written by San-
guto Chase minutely nar-
rates the journey of ordeals 
and hurdles faced by the 
“Naga army” during the 
“Indo-Naga war.”

Seventy-five year old 
Chase had joined the 
Naga nationalist move-
ment at the age of 21 years 
on October 17 1963 then. 
50 years after the turmoil 
of the ‘Indo-Naga war,’ 
he has given in his book 
an account of the experi-
ences in the land of north-
ern Burma, Kachin and 
eastern Nagaland besides 
deep and dark events of 
grief.

Chase interacted with 
media persons following 
the release of the book. 
He said to have dedicated 
15 years of his life to the 
nationalist cause and that 
his primary intention in 
writing the book was to 
narrate the journey of the 
“Naga army” in “the truth, 
the whole truth, nothing 
but the truth” for the peo-
ple and their posterity ‘...
lest their sacrifices for the 
motherland be forgotten.’ 

Chase claimed that 
many had tried to distort 
history ‘according to their 
convenience.’ However, 
he asserted that the narra-
tion put forth in the book 
was ‘most sincere, honest 
and humble on how he 
and his many comrades 
have experienced in the 

tion of traditional artisan 
skills which lean towards 
designing local resource 
management strategies 
was also emphasized in 
his speech. He added that 
Nagaland has a huge po-
tential in terms of source of 
alternative livelihood,” the 
press release read.

The inaugural address 
for the event was given 
by Dellirose M Sakhrie, 
commissioner-secretary 
to the govt. of Nagaland, 
department of Science and 
Technology. Welcoming the 
delegates, she urged the 
scientific community and 
the Seed division to under-
stand local problems faced 
by each state. After it, she 
said, they need to devise 
responsive scientific solu-
tions to ‘revive and improve 
the traditional technolo-
gies based on the unique 
strengths and resources of 
each region into economi-
cally viable and vibrant 
activities.’

Sakhrie expressed hope 
that the deliberations at the 
meeting would lead to up-
lift the socio-economic up-
lift of each state, the press 
release added. 

Overall 11 scientific ex-
perts, among others, at-
tended the meeting. 66 
projects both ongoing as 
well as new projects were 
reviewed during the event, 
the updates informed.

Bridge along the Secra-
tariat road, and the Tinpa-
ti-Naga Hospital bypass 
road, which were affected 
by landslides during the 
recent monsoon.

‘The inspection was 
done so as to maintain bet-
ter coordination between 
departments and various 
implementing agencies 
which will help in serving 
the public better,’ the up-
dates informed.

battlefields.’ 
Vividly recounting 

the incidences when they 
faced near death experi-
ences, Chase said, “We 
could have most certainly 
been killed and liquidated 
many times over, had it 
not been for the ever pre-
serving hand of God. I 
revisited the many agonis-
ing moments when dear 
comrades would be shot 
dead right in front of our 
every eyes offering the 
supreme sacrifice for our 
nation.”

He said that the ‘truths’ 
chronicled in the book 
were neither figments of 
anybody’s imagination 
nor the distorted concoc-
tion of a ‘sick’ mind, but 
firsthand experience and 
personally verified facts 
most true.

Dedicating the book to 
the memory of his former 
comrades and that their 
sacrifices would not go 
waste or unreported, 
Chase said: “Not a sin-
gle one of them had died 
in vain. They had all be-
come sacred martyrs and 
would live on for all times 
to come.”

Chase also narrated 
how he and his comrades 
languished in various jails 
for eight years and two 
months in Tihar Jail in Del-
hi; Hazaribagh Central Jail 
in Bihar (then); Nowgong 
Special Jail in Assam and 
the infamous Mawlai Spe-
cial Jail in Shillong.

Retired “general” Thi-
noselie M Keyho in the 
foreword states: “The bat-
tles we fought Indo-Naga 
war deals more at length, 
not too much on the Naga 
political history, but rather 
pays focused attention on 
some of the very many 
ordeals and hurdles faced, 
tackled and successfully 
overcome most resound-
ing by the Naga army in 
the sacred duty of defend-
ing the Naga nation and 
her precious land”.

Keyho asserted that 
the authors were most 
trustworthy for the very 
reason that the events 
were intimate, first-hand 
and personal experiences.

The 446-page book 
comprises 76 episodes. 
It is priced at INR 1800. 
It narrates the first jour-
ney of the Naga national-
ist movement since the 
submission of the Naga 
memorandum to the Si-
mon Commission; and to 
the spiritual revival era, 
among others.
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All aid to Bru refugees to 
stop from Monday — Centre

NRC applicant will not be allowed to change 
legacy person in claim form — Official

Over 81% voting in Tripura panchayat bypolls

Manipur observes birth 
anniv. of social activist Irawat

NFR records highest 
in passenger earnings

MUTA sets pre-conditions for 
talks on Manipur University

ISI runs Pakistan, no point holding talks with them — Swamy

Agartala, Sep. 30 (PTI): The 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) would discontinue 
all kinds of subsistence al-
lowances, including ration 
supplies and cash dole, to 
the Bru refugees from Mon-
day, an official notification 
said.

The notification was is-
sued by the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate of Panisagar in 
North Tripura district, La-
lnemmemi Darlong, on 
Saturday.

The MHA has directed 
to stop all kinds of allow-
ances, including cash dole 
and ration supplies, from 
October 1, to the Mizoram 
Bru refugees, sheltered in 
six evacuee camps in North 
Tripura district in Tripura. 
The MHA instruction came 
on September 25.

MHA Special Secretary 
(Internal Security) Rina Mi-
tra, Joint Secretary Satyen-
dra Garg and others had 
said in August that all refu-
gee camps in Tripura would 
be shut down if the Brus 
failed to return to Mizoram 
within September.

Reacting to the notifica-
tion, the president of Mizo-

Food items being distributed to the Bru refugees in a camp in Tripura.

PTI

A group of women queue up to cast their votes for a Panchayat by-election in Dharmanagar, Tripura, 
Sunday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1953SUD0KU 1793
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. ____te = Remove
 5. Mature (fruit)
 9. River in Scotland
 12. Opaque gem
 13. Muslim call to prayer
 14. To be unwell
 15. Bellow
 16. Rabbit
 17. Patti Hearst’s captors
 18. Geographical illustration
 20. Small dish for baking and serving
 22. Carried out systematically
 25. Droop
 26. Request
 27. Fortified walls
 32. Painted
 34. Rodent
 35. A curved roof found on some all-

weather stadiums
 36. Quantity
 39. Russian space station
 40. Having adverse effect on living things
 41. Sarcasm
 43. Groups of 10 years
47. Former CBS anchorman ___ Rather
 48. A fabric woven from goat and camel  

hair
 49. Avow
 51. Sheep sounds
 54. Small passenger “truck”
 55. A semi-nomadic people of 

southeastern China
 56. Engrave
 57. The compass point midway between 

northeast and east
 58. Otherwise
 59. Ooze 

 DOWN
 1. When born (abbrev.)
 2. Environmental Protection Agency
 3. Someone who makes or enacts laws
 4. Modern Greek name for “Greece”

 5. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
 6. Moslem women’s garment
 7. Entities that live off another
8. Bowel cleansings
 9. Flat circular object
 10. Norse goddess of old age
 11. Style or grace
 19. Make lively
 21. Mild expletive
 22. Stage choreographer Joseph 

____
 23. First Chinese dynasty

 24. Disposed to venture or take 
risks

 28. Skeletal muscle
 29. Exert a controlling influence
 30. An independent ruler or  

chieftain
 31. Withered
 33. Chadic language spoken 

south of Lake Chad 
 37. French for “Missus”
 38. Radioactivity unit
 42. Wasting of the body during a 

chronic disease
 43. Late Show host ____ 

Letterman
 44. Israeli statesman and 

politician Abba ____
 45. Used to hit students as 

punishment
 46. Oceans
 50. Fish eggs
 52. One of four cards in a deck 

having a single spot
 53. Shaft horsepower (abbrev.)
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ram Bru Displaced Peoples 
Coordination Committee 
(MBDPCC), L Laldinliana, 
said he was aware of the 
government’s decision.

“We are aware of this. 
We shall convene a meeting 
tomorrow with all refugees 
who are still here in Tripura 
and decide about our next 
course of action,” he said.

Laldinliana also said the 
refugee body is contemplat-
ing writing to President Ram 
Nath Kovind, Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) 
and other authorities, seek-
ing respite.

So far, 40 families have 
returned to Mizoram from 
six relief camps in Kan-
chanpur and Panisagar sub-
divisions in North Tripura 
district.

However, over 32,000 
refugees are still sheltered 
in relief camps in the state.

The repatriation process 
had started on August 25 
and concluded on Septem-
ber 25 this year.

Thousands of Brus had 
been lodged in the Tripura 
relief camps since late 1997 
in the wake of a communal 
tension triggered by the 
brutal killing of Lalzawm-
liana, a forest guard, inside 
the Dampa Tiger Reserve 
on October 21, 1997, by Bru 
National Liberation Front 
(BNLF) militants.

Guwahati, Sep. 30 (PTI): An applicant 
for inclusion of name in the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) will not be 
allowed to change the legacy person 
in the claim form from the originally 
submitted form in 2015, an NRC of-
ficial said here Sunday.

A claim can be submitted for re-
consideration of eligibility based on 
documents already submitted or it 
can be submitted with additional List 
A or List B documents, the NRC official 
said here.

There is no need to re-submit the 
documents submitted earlier but if 
additional documents are required to 
be submitted, then any one or more 
of the 10 documents listed by the 
Supreme Court, under whose supervi-
sion the NRC is being updated, must 
be submitted.

The documents, which must be 
dated before March 24, 1971, include 
land documents like registered sale 
deed, records of land, permanent resi-
dential certificate issued from outside 
the state, passport issued, LIC policy, 
license/ certificate.

The other include documents 
showing service/ employment under 

government/public sector undertak-
ing, bank/post office accounts, edu-
cational certificates issued by Boards/ 
Universities, records/processes per-
taining to Court provided they are 
part of a proceedings in a Judicial or 
Revenue Court.

“The claim form displays the list of 
all 15 List A documents for the purpose 
of quoting but only 10 documents as 
mentioned above will be accepted at 
present,” the official added.

The five documents-the 1959 
NRC, Citizenship Certificate, refugee 
registration certificate, ration card and 
electoral roll upto March 24, 1971 will 
not be accepted now as the matter is 
currently pending with the Supreme 
Court and the next hearing on the 
matter is scheduled for October 23.

The process of claim and objec-
tions to the draft NRC began on Sep-
tember 25 last and was scheduled to 
be open for 60 days till November 23.

Claims can be filed by only those 
persons who submitted NRC applica-
tion form till August 31, 2015 and were 
issued a valid Application Receipt 
Number (ARN) while objection can be 
filed by any person.

Claims can only be submitted at 
the NRC Seva Kendra (NSK) where the 
claimant had submitted the applica-
tion form earlier even if there has been 
a change of address since then while 
objections can be submitted only at 
the NSK covering the residence of the 
person against whom the objection 
has been submitted. Claim can also be 
accepted for inclusion by correction of 
any person or their descendant earlier 
declared as D (Doubtful) Voter or de-
clared foreigner have been declared 
Indian citizen by judicial authority or 
Foreigner Tribunals but their names 
are not included in the draft NRC and 
for this a different form will be used.

The process for corrections in 
spellings of names and others will be 
taken up later as now only the proc-
ess for receipt of claims and objec-
tions about inclusion/exclusion have 
started.

The draft NRC published on July 30 
included the names of 2.9 crore people 
out of a total applications of 3.29 crore 
while the first draft published during 
the intervening nights of December 
31 and January one contained 1.9 crore 
names. 

Agartala, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Over 81 per cent of the 
around 55,000 electorate 
on Sunday cast their votes 
in the bypolls to Panchayati 
Raj Institutions in 11 blocks 
in Tripura, an official said.

Tripura State Election 
Commission and police 
officials said that except for 
some minor squabbles in 
northern Tripura, no unto-
ward incident was reported 
from the 11 blocks.

The by-elections to 
3,386 seats -- 3,207 Gram 
Panchayat seats, 161 Pan-

chayat Samiti seats and 18 
Zilla Parishads seats -- were 
scheduled for Sunday, but 
polling was necessitated 
only for 11 blocks as most of 
the seats were filled without 
election as candidates were 
elected unopposed. 

These seats fell vacant 
following large-scale res-
ignations of elected repre-
sentatives of Left and other 
parties after the BJP-led 
coalition came to power in 
Tripura in March. Some of 
the three-tier Panchayat 
seats were lying vacant also 

due to death of PRI repre-
sentatives.

“The ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) earlier 
won unopposed around 
96 per cent of the Gram 
Panchayat and Panchayat 
Samiti seats and all 18 Zilla 
Parishad seats in Tripura,” 
the State Election Commis-
sion (SEC) official said.

Almost all parties, in-
cluding BJP’s junior partner 
Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT), following 
large-scale violence during 
electioneering, has been 

demanding rescheduling 
of the September 30 Pan-
chayat elections to ensure 
participation of all parties.

The Opposition Com-
munist Party of India-Marx-
ist (CPI-M)-led Left Front, 
the Congress and the IPFT, 
a tribal-based party, had 
separately urged the SEC 
to reschedule the election 
process as they claimed 
that “massive violence pre-
vented their nominees from 
filing papers”.

State BJP Spokesman 
Mrinal Kanti Deb said the 
opposition parties, espe-
cially the CPI-M, could not 
find suitable candidates 
and also that most people 
are not interested to contest 
as candidates of Left parties 
and the Congress.

CPI-M leader Gau-
tam Das told the media: 
“There was no conducive 
atmosphere for holding 
free and fair elections. 
Out of 35 blocks, non-BJP 
parties were not allowed 
to file nominations by  
ruling party supporters in 
28 blocks. That’s why we 
were demanding reschedul-
ing of Panchayat elections, 
but the state poll panel did 
nothing positive.”

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
Manipur state on Sunday 
observed the 122nd birth 
anniversary of Jana Neta 
Hijam Irawat, a well known 
politician and social activist 
in Manipur.

The first state-level ‘Jana 
Neta Irawat’ day was organ-
ised at BT park in Imphal 
with the state Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh and Deputy 
Chief Minister Y Joykumar, 
Arts And Culture Minister L 
Jayentakumar.

The chief minister and 
dignitaries paid floral trib-
utes to the portraits Irawat. 
Prior to the day’s observa-
tion, the foundation stone 
of the statue of Irawat was 
dedicated at Irawat Square, 
Thangmeiband.

Meanwhile, Information 
and Public Relation Minister 
Thongam Biswajit Singh also 

attended the anniversaries 
programme of Lamyanba 
Hijam Irabot and Athouba 
Ibungohalmani at Leishang 
Hiden Heritage wherein he  
inaugurated Leishang Hiden 
Heritage Tourist Park and 
cafeteria.

The day was also ob-
served at Hojai in Assam 
with State Revenue Minister 
Karam Shyam while simi-
lar observation was held at 
Irawat Memorial Complex 
at Jiribam district. Minister 
of Forest and Environment, 
Horticulture and Soil Con-
servation Th Shyamkumar 
and officials attended the 
observation programme 
and paid floral tribute to the 
leader. In commemoration 
of the birth anniversary of 
Janeta Irawat, local clubs and 
social organisations besides 
the government agencies 
conducted cleanliness drive. 

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN):  As per data released by the Sta-
tistical Branch of Railway Board, total growth in originating 
passenger volume in Northeast Frontier Railway (NER) is 
over 7% higher than proportionate target and 7.47% over 
last year’s achievement. This growth is highest amongst all 
zones under Indian Railways. 

Similarly making passenger earnings in NFR upto Au-
gust, 2018 has increased by 12.15% over last year, whereas 
the growth in Indian railways during this period is 3.77%, the 
Chief Public Relations Officer Pranav Jyoti Sharma stated.

It is to be mentioned that as a result of the impetus on 
connectivity proliferation in northeast by Railway Ministry, 
as many as 59 pairs of new trains have been introduced in 
the zone during the period from 2014 to 2018. The increase 
in passenger volume is a direct result of the introduction of 
new services in the region and the betterment of the exist-
ing services.

Imphal, Sep. 30 (PTI): The 
Manipur University Teach-
ers Association (MUTA) 
has said that they will sit 
for talks to end a month-
long agitation only after 
their demands, including 
“unconditional release” of 
15 teachers and students, 
are met.

The students and teach-
ers of the Manipur Uni-
versity were arrested on 
September 21.

MUTA also demand-
ed withdrawal of the FIR 
lodged by Yugindro Singh 
and removal of all security 
forces from the university 
campus as a pre-condition 
for talks, it said in a state-

ment Saturday night.
The teachers’ body 

strongly condemned the 
action of security forces, 
but welcomed any move 
by an individual or organi-
sation keen on bringing 
an end to the crisis which 
began from May 30 after 
the university students un-
ion launched agitation for 
removal of now suspended 
Vice-chancellor Prof A P 
Pandey.

The MUTA statement 
followed the Friday letter 
of Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh to the university com-
munity asking them to sit 
for talks to bring about an 
amicable solution.

Agartala, Sep. 30 (PTI): Senior BJP 
leader and Rajya Sabha MP Sub-
ramanian Swamy on Sunday said 
there was no point holding talks 
with Pakistan as the neighbouring 
country is run by the “ISI, military 
and terrorists”.

Addressing a press conference 
here, Swamy said Imran Khan was 
the prime minister of Pakistan 
only on paper.

When asked about infiltration 
of terrorists into India by Pakistan 
after Khan took over as prime 

minister of the neighbouring 
country, Swamy said, “Imran Khan 
is nothing but a ‘chaprasi’ (peon). 
Pakistan is run by the ISI, military 
and terrorists.” 

After becoming Pakistan 
Prime Minister in August this year, 
Khan had offered talks with India 
on key issues, including terrorism 
and Kashmir.

“There is no point of any talks 
with them,” Swamy said.

He also said that Baluch and 
Sindhis should be recognised by 

the govt. of India. “Pakistan gets 
psychic pleasure when India abus-
es Pakistan. So, ignore them...,” 
he said.

On Bangladesh, he said India 
will continue to support it but 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
“should tell those mad people to 
stop demolishing Hindu temples, 
converting Hindu temples into 
masjid and converting Hindus to 
Muslims. This will not be toler-
ated”.

On the NDA government’s 

performance, he said it has done 
many good works in the last four 
years and people would bring it 
back to power to fulfil the unac-
complished tasks.

He urged the Muslims com-
munity agree on building three 
Hindu temples Ram Mandir at 
Ayodhya, Krishna temple at Math-
ura and Kashi Viswanath temple at 
Varanasi.
‘Break Pakistan into four’ 
BJP leader Swamy demanded 
that Pakistan be broken into four 

regions - Sindh, Balochistan, Pa-
khtun and West Pakistan - and the 
first three must be handed over 
to India.

“This is the only solution to 
the India-Pakistan conflict,” said 
the Rajya Sabha member who was 
here to attend a seminar.

Terming Pakistan’s new Prime 
Minister Imran Khan as a “chapra-
si”, Swamy said that Pakistan was 
run by the military, the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) and 
terrorists.
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CRPF deputy inspector general (Ops), Sarbjit Singh, giving away solar street light facilities to 
the villagers of Razaphe Hau village under civic action programme on September 29.

Members of Hallel Music Academy competing at the Swar Sudha Music Festival of Choral Music and Instrumental 
Competition held recently in Mizoram.

Governor PB Acharya with the members of Naga students’ union during an interactive session at ELTIS, Symbiosis, Pune, on September 28.

State BJYM officials and resource persons pose for a group photo during the youth parliament held in 
the college premises of Pranabananda Women’s College on September 29.

13 Indian banks lost out about 40 mn. 
pounds in Force India sale — Bidder

CRPF lights up village streets Dmr police nab 35 persons Rotarians provide potable water to school

Hallel Music Academy brings laurels to state 

State BJYM holds youth parliament Governor interacts with students in Pune 

London, Sep. 30 (PTI): One of 
the two main bidders, keen to 
acquire embattled Indian busi-
nessman Vijay Mallya’s Force India 
Formula One racing team after 
it went into administration, has 
claimed that a consortium of 13 
Indian banks lost out on estimated 
40 million pounds as a result of an 
“unfair” sales process concluded 
last month.

Russian fertiliser group Uralkali 
said that by turning down its higher 
bid for the company, the adminis-
trators had denied the extra funds 
that would have accrued to the 
shareholder of Force India Mallya’s 
Orange India Holdings Sarl which 
is subject to a freezing order issued 
by the UK’s High Court in favour of 
his 13 creditor Indian banks, led by 
the State Bank of India.

Uralkali launched legal pro-
ceedings against administrators 
FRP Advisory in the High Court in 
London on Thursday to claim “tens 
of millions of dollars” in damages 
over the alleged “prejudicial and 
unequal treatment” in the bid-
ding process. The administrators, 
however, insist they oversaw a “fair 
and transparent bidding process” 
which led to the sale of Force India 
to the Racing Point consortium, led 
by Canadian billionaire Lawrence 
Stroll, after it went into administra-
tion in July.

“We submitted by far the win-
ning bid for the assets and busi-

ness, which would have meant 
most money to the stakeholders 
and qualitatively recapitalised the 
team... We have serious concerns 
as to why the administrators did 
not use the opportunity to max-
imise the amounts that could have 
been paid to creditors and share-
holders,” said Paul James Ostling, 
Senior Independent Director of 
Uralkali, who led the firm’s offer for 
Force India.

“Had he [administrator] taken 
our bid, because of the freezing 
order, there would have been mil-
lions and millions more avail-
able for the ultimate stakeholders, 
which according to the freezing or-
der are the Indian banks,” he said.

Mallya, through Orange India 
Holdings set up in 2007, owned a 
42.5 per cent stake in the Silver-
stone-based racing team alongside 
a similar shareholding in the hands 
of India’s Sahara Group.

Describing the 62-year-old 
UK-based businessman fighting 
his extradition to India on fraud 
and money laundering charges 
amounting to nearly Rs 9,000 
crores as a “unique character”, Ost-
ling said it had been made clear to 
Uralkali that the administrator and 
team’s engine partner Mercedes 
would not accept any deal in which 
either Mallya or Sahara had any 
“share or interest or participation”.

“Mallya’s legal entanglements 
made it impossible for anyone to 

do a normal business deal with 
him to acquire Force India. When 
you are trying to do a deal with a 
man who is facing extradition and 
other charges, it made it extraor-
dinarily difficult,” said Ostling, 
who indicated that Uralkali is still 
interested in acquiring Force India 
because it is a good racing team 
which “punches above its weight”.

“It’s very sad what’s going on 
with Mr Mallya and Sahara and 
all their problems. But the team 
is a wonderful group of people; 
the drivers, mechanics, business 
people are an extraordinary group 
of 400 people who we adore. We 
wanted to take care of them and 
support them,” Ostling added.

A ruling in Mallya’s extradition 
trial at Westminster Magistrates’ 
Court in London is scheduled for 
December 10.

A separate UK High Court rul-
ing from May this year upheld a 
worldwide freezing order against 
the businessman, with a follow-up 
enforcement order in June in fa-
vour of the consortium of 13 Indian 
banks to recover estimated funds 
of around 1.145 billion pounds.

Uralkali, which accounts for 
20 per cent of the world’s potash 
production, has been a partner of 
Force India and one of the spon-
sors of Formula One Grand Prix 
Sochi, which takes place in Russia 
on Sunday.

The company said it had set out 

an extremely generous offer to ac-
quire Force India’s business, assets 
and goodwill, which included a 
cash consideration between 101.5 
million and 122 million pounds.

“Uralkali had a strong business 
rationale for acquiring Force India. 
The company sells its fertilisers to 
more than 60 countries worldwide, 
including 20 in which Formula One 
holds its Grand Prix Champion-
ship. Force India would be a highly 
effective and valuable marketing 
tool for the business, the company 
said.

It said that it had no option but 
to launch legal proceedings and 
seek “substantial damages” from 
the administrators for their “mis-
representation and failure to con-
duct a process that was proper”.

“Having now seen the sub-
stance of Uralkali’s claim we are 
ever more confident it will be dis-
missed at the earliest opportunity,” 
said a statement on behalf of FRP 
Advisory’s joint administrators Ge-
off Rowley and James Baker.

“As all of the interested parties 
were aware, our primary statu-
tory duty as administrators was to 
pursue a rescue of Force India as a 
going concern. “All parties had the 
opportunity to submit a proposal 
to rescue the company rather than 
buy its assets. When the final offers 
came in, Racing Point was the only 
party to submit a rescue proposal,” 
the statement noted.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): The solar 
lighting facilities provided by the per-
sonnel of 173 Battalion CRPF based 
at Airfield in Dimapur under Civic 
Action Programme (CAP) has helped 
lighten up the streets of Razaphe Hau 
Village.

The civic action programme was 
undertaken under the aegis of Rajesh 
Kumar, Inspector General of Police 
(IGP), Manipur and Nagaland Sector, 
on September 29. During the pro-
gramme, deputy inspector general 
(Ops), Sarbjit Singh, gave away solar 
street light facilities to the villagers.

Speaking on the occasion, chief 
guest Sarbjit Singh, DIGP (Ops) Ko-
hima, spoke about the importance 

of maintaining good relationship 
between the security forces and the 
local population. He emphasised that 
through such programmes, the forces 
are trying to uplift the people and 
maintain cordial relationship with the 
rest of the country.

The programme was also attended 
by Joseph Keishing, Commandant of 
173 Battalion, along with prominent 
people of the areas including media 
persons and NGOs. The chairman 
and Gaon Buras of the village also 
felicitated the CRPF and expressed 
their gratitude for the service rendered 
to them. They expressed hope that the 
facilities provided to them would also 
lighten up their life as well.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): Dimapur police person-
nel have arrested 35 persons on charges of various 
criminal offences during the past one week. The 
accused persons were taken into custody for further 
investigation.

On September 25, Dimapur police arrested one 
person identified as Thukhuru (42), a resident of 
Chozuba town in Phek district and recovered .22 
pistol with magazine and three live rounds from his 
possession. 

Additional Commissioner of Police and PRO, 
Dimapur, stated that case in this connection has 
been registered at East Police Station for further 
investigation.

On September 28, Dimapur Police Anti Extortion 
Team (AET) apprehended two person identified 
as Takusunep Sangtam (25), reportedly a cadre of 
NSCN-U faction of Kiphire village and presently 
a resident of Sangtamtilla village, Dimapur; and 
Botoka Yeptho (21) of Khukishe village, for collecting 
illegal tax from truck drivers. The team recovered five 
nos. of vehicle tax receipts and cash of INR 2,625 from 
their possession. 

Case in this connection has been registered at the 
Sub-Urban Police Station, Dimapur, and investiga-
tion is going on.

On September 26, police personnel arrested one 
person identified as Govinda Singh (30) of Surpo 
village in Bihar. He was apprehended by the public 
while attempting to snatch a bag near sub-jail junc-
tion, Dimapur. 

Dimapur police also arrested nine persons iden-
tified as Shaitan Singh, Boshua Rai, Vijay Boro, Suraj 
Gantharpa, Manoj Thapa, Suman Rongpi, Mohan, 
Ajay Singh, and Sujit Singh on different occasions 
during the month of September in possession of il-
legal liquor. Police recovered a total of 1285 bottles of 
IMFL from their possession.

Meanwhile, Dimapur police also arrested 22 
persons from Chumoukedima check gate for non 
possession of ILP documents during the month of 
September. The accused were registered under BEFR 
Act and forwarded to court, the statement added.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): Rotary 
Club of Dimapur and Rotaract 
Club of Dimapur have jointly 
constructed hand washing sta-
tion and installed filtered drink-
ing water at Government Mid-
dle School, Sematila, Dimapur, 
on September 29. The facilities 
were provided under Rotary 
India Wash in school (WinS) 
programme.

Rotaract president, Akash 
Jain, has informed about the 
details of construction works.

The programme began with 
an invocation said by MrsTo-
huli. Vihoshe, GB of Sematilla, 
welcomed all and appreciated 
the work and service rendered 
by Rotary and Rotaract Club of 
Dimapur for the school. 

Rotary Club literacy chair-
man, Sanjay Jain, highlighted 
about the importance of hand 
washing and filtered drinking 
water. He added that clean wa-
ter, better sanitation, teacher 
training, and hygiene education 

in school can improve the over-
all health of children. 

Rotary president Dr. Nitin 
Agarwal exhorted that hand 
washing with soap is the single 
most important intervention in 
preventing number of diseases 
like diarrhoea and respiratory 
infection (RTI) etc. He also high-
lighted about Rotary activities 
and efforts in making India liter-
ate.  Rotaract vice president had 
also highlighted on the activities 
undertaken by the organisation.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): Choral 
team from Hallel Music Acad-
emy, Kohima, led by Gideon 
Mesen Thono has won the ‘Swar 
Sudha Music Festival of Cho-
ral Music and Instrumental 
Competition,’ held recently in 
Mizoram.

Nagaland choir presented 
western classical music and 

Naga traditional music in Swar 
Sudha music festival. 

Hallel Music Academy, Kohi-
ma, comprising teachers, voice 
students and others represented 
Nagaland team led by renowned 
musician Gideon Mesen, who 
is known for his composition 
and conducting major’ from 
Philippines. To his credit, Mesen 

also won accolade at Hornbill 
chorale fest and Kohima Youth 
Fellowship’s chorale competi-
tion as the best choir conductor.

Swar Sudha Music Festival 
was held on September 27 and 
28 at Aizawl, where participation 
from North Eastern States and 
premier teams from the main 
land had participated.  

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
State unit of the Bharati-
ya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) has organised a 
Youth Sansad (Youth Par-
liament) on September 29 
at Pranabananda Women’s 
College, Dimapur.

Assistant commission-
er, Smt. N Bhavani, and Ani 
Yepthomi, director of jun-
ior high, Livingstone Foun-
dation Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur, were the 
speakers. They spoke on 
the topics “Women em-
powerment and new In-
dia” and “Role of youth in 

the making of New India.”
Addressing the audi-

ence mostly comprised of 
PWC students, Bhavani 
said that women in Na-
galand are getting more 
privilege in terms of edu-
cation. She said there was 
no female infanticide or 
dowry system in Nagaland 
unlike in many parts of the 
country. She said educa-
tion, which is equally im-
parted to the girl child in 
Nagaland, is a great tool 
towards women empower-
ment but regretted that not 
a single woman is being 

represented in the state 
assembly or parliament 
currently. She felt it was 
important to have women 
legislators who can frame 
policies suiting the needs 
of women as women can 
only understand the needs 
of other women.

Bhavani said, “In Na-
galand people don’t report 
much to the police regard-
ing harassment to women 
and other crimes against 
women.” She said that 
anti-social elements were 
mostly targeting college 
girls for enslaving them 

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
Expounding that educated 
society makes the soci-
ety stronger as graduate 
groups contribute more 
and take less from society, 
state governor, PB Acharya, 
urged the students to come 
back to their state after 
completion of their educa-
tion and develop the com-
munity and society.

Acharya said this dur-
ing and interactive session 

with members of the Naga 
students at ELTIS Symbio-
sis, Pune, on September 28. 
Stating that education was 
not a disease but the solu-
tion, he encouraged the 
students to come back to 
their state once they com-
plete their education and 
develop their community 
and society. 

According to a Raj Bha-
van statement, Acharya 
also called upon the stu-

dents to take keen interest 
in learning the local lan-
guage and to take active 
part in cultural exchange 
programmes so as to pro-
mote the rich culture and 
traditions of the Nagas. He 
also emphasised on the 
importance of the moth-
er tongue as it is the first 
identity on ones root. 

President of Naga Stu-
dents’ Union Pune, Smti 
Lulu N Lohe and her ex-

ecutives members have 
expressed gratitude to the 
governor for making the 
time to interact with the 
students in the city. SK 
Sourüo Hitler, former pres-
ident and advisor, stated 
that it was a first where a 
governor from outside had 
interactions with Nagas re-
siding in Pune. He further 
looked forward to such 
interactions in the days to 
come.

INR 14 crore-worth ghost projects ....
Tribal co-education centre in Dimapur: The CAG also raised doubts on the construc-
tion of a tribal co-education centre at Khermahal in Dimapur, for which INR 1 cr. was 
released. It reported that a contractor (Imli Yanger) was paid the amount against an 
undated actual payee receipt (APR) for construction of said centre on the basis of 
certification by the EE in July 2013 that 60% of the work was complete. During a joint 
inspection in July 2017, a computer-training centre functioning on the first floor of 
a three-storey building was shown to audit. The CAG pointed out that the building 
was actually a commercial building owned by private parties. It also noted that as 
per tax registration certificate, the said firm was functioning in the building since 
September 2011, which indicated that the building was in existence prior to sanction 
of the project. Given these facts, the CAG stated the construction of the co-education 
centre at a cost of INR 1 cr. was doubtful.

Tribal old age day care in Dimapur: The report revealed that while the depart-
ment’s records indicated the completion of INR 1 cr. worth tribal old age day care 
building in October 2012, the joint inspection team in July 2017 found an under-
construction building on private land at the purported site of the project. As per 
department records, the contractor (I Yanger Jamir) was paid INR 1 cr. against an 
undated APR for construction of the project at Padumpukhuri in Dimapur and the 
same was certified as completed by the EE in October 2012.

“The fact that department officials showed an under-construction building as 
the purported old age home – even though departmental records indicated that the 
building was completed almost five years back at a cost of INR 1 cr. and for which the 
contractor was paid in full – raises a doubt as to whether the facility was constructed 
at all,” it stated.

Community training institute in Dimapur: Another project which the CAG listed 
was the construction of a community training institute at Burma Camp in Dimapur, 
for which the contractor (K Francis) was paid INR 40 lac in two instalments in De-
cember 2013 and March 2014 while the building was certified as completed in July 
2013.

The CAG stated that during joint inspection in 2017, a four-storey building lo-
cated on private land was shown to audit. It was found that the building was being 
used as residential apartment and not training centre. 

The department stated to have explained that the building was constructed with 
the resources of the contractor in convergence with the financial assistance from 
MoTA. Moreover, department claimed that the contractor had ‘verbally stated’ that 
the basement of the building was used for meetings, social awareness programmes 
and training courses.

However, the CAG asserted that the department’s reply was unacceptable as the 
building was found to be used solely for residential purpose; therefore, the expendi-
ture of INR 40 lac was doubtful.

From page 1

into flesh trade. Bhavani 
cautioned the students to 
be aware of such traps.

She also discouraged 
girls from inculcating the 
habit of chewing tobac-
co saying that oral and 
oesophagus cancer was 
most prevalent in Naga-
land as per records from 
government hospitals. 

Ani Yepthomi, in her 
presentation, urged the 
students to have feelings 
for those less privileged 
and experience the joy of 
giving. 

“You don’t need posi-
tion to serve or show kind-
ness to fellow beings,” Yep-
thomi said and urged the 
students to know who they 
are and what they want to 
become in life. 

PWC’s principal, Uma 
Bhowmick, also exhorted 
the girl students not to 
feel lesser than the male 
counterparts. “Women are 
physically weak but men-
tally strong” she said. She 
said the mindset of both 
gender has to be changed 
for women to be empow-
ered. 

“Women should not 
feel themselves weak but 
you should help yourself 
first,” she said.



6

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DIMAPUR, MONDAY ,  OCTOBER 1 ,  2018 

EastErn Mirror

Fight for  
Equality Ensues
W

ith the Supreme Court declaring the lift 
of the centuries-old ban on the entry of 
women in the 10-50 age-groups in the 
Sabarimala temple in Kerala yet another 

barrier to women’s equality in the largest democracy of 
the world has taken a tumble. It will be too simplistic 
though to view the verdict in the monochromatic 
lens of empowerment only. It has, in one fell blow, 
demolished the very idea that it was left to the men to 
determine what constituted a woman’s right, including 
the very fundamental one of her pursuing her religious 
beliefs. Now that the apex court has ruled that women 
in menstruating age are free to visit one of the holiest 
temples in the country without any let or hindrance the 
question arises how this discriminatory practice had 
been allowed to run its course. The menstruation cycle 
is a simple fact of life which every woman goes through. 
But male-dominated Indian society has long frowned 
upon it as a matter of shame for women and, worse 
still, even succeeded in convincing the larger section 
of women that it is so. In many Indian households it is 
the lady of the house who do not allow girls and women 
during her period to enter the family’s sanctum for the 
very reasons cited by the Sabarimala Temple authorities. 
The nature of discrimination against women comes 
out starkly with the disclosure that the males from non-
Hindu faiths were allowed to enter the temple without 
so much as a murmur of disapproval. But, even hailing 
the 4-1 verdict of the five-member Constitution Bench 
in favour of lifting the ban, the dissenting verdict of 
Justice Indu Malhotra too merits notice as she views 
the practice an “essential and integral part of religion”.

The priests of the Jagannath temple at Puri did 
not allow Indira Gandhi, then Prime Minister, to enter 
the holy premises on the ground of her being a non-
Hindu. She did not press it further. Denying women 
equality in places of worship is prevalent in some 
other faiths too. It had been after a long legal battle 
that Muslim women won a favourable verdict against 
’triple talaq’. In the socio-economic sphere women 
suffer discrimination in various forms. Women get paid 
less for same or even more tiring jobs. Our silver screen 
heroines of Bollywood and Tollywood have long been 
protesting against unequal pay. The prize money for 
women sportspersons are less than what their male 
counterparts get. Women’s rights activists have long 
been clamouring for factoring women’s services in 
their households in monetary terms as a measure of 
their contribution to the family income. All these need 
to be addressed before we may claim to have secured 
equality for all.

Babar Ali (seated in the chair) teaching ragpickers how to read and write at the age of 9 in the backyard 
of his home in Murshidabad, West Bengal. (IANS)

Five Books to Look Forward to in October 2018
Saket Suman  | IANS

When we love Christ, we love others.

In Emily Bronte’s novel Wuthering Heights, a cantan-
kerous man who often quotes the Bible to criticize 
others is memorably described as “the wearisomest 

self-righteous Pharisee that ever ransacked a Bible to rake 
[apply] the promises to himself and fling the curses to his 
neighbours.”      

It’s a funny line; and it may even bring particular peo-
ple to mind. But aren’t we all a bit like this—prone to con-
demn others’ failures while excusing our own?

In Scripture some people amazingly did the exact op-
posite; they were willing to give up God’s promises for 
them and even be cursed if it would save others. Con-
sider Moses, who said he’d rather be blotted out of God’s 
book than see the Israelites unforgiven (Exodus 32:32). 
Or Paul, who said he’d choose to be “cut off from Christ” 
if it meant his people would find Him (Romans 9:3).

As self-righteous as we naturally are, Scripture high-
lights those who love others more than themselves.

Because ultimately such love points to Jesus. “Greater 
love has no one than this,” Jesus taught, than “to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). Even before we 
knew Him, Jesus loved us “to the end” (13:1)—choosing 
death to give us life.

Now we are invited into the family of God, to love and 
be loved like this (15:9–12). And as we pour into others 
Christ’s unimaginable love, the world will catch a glimpse 
of Him.  

Lord, thank You for showing us what it means to love. 
Help us to love like You.

Bhavana Akella  | IANS

Babar Ali’s Inspiring Story: How a Nine-Year-Old’s Zeal Brought Education to Bengal’s Poor

Vishal Gulati  | IANS

UN Body’s Crucial Report on Global Warming Impacts in October

E
xperts from around the world will 
gather in South Korea from Mon-
day for the 48th session of UN 
body Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC) to consider a 
special report on global warming of 1.5 de-
grees Celsius.

The report, titled Global Warming of 
1.5AoC, a major scientific undertaking 
on the latest climate change research will 
speak on the impacts of global warming of 
1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels and 
related global greenhouse gas emission 
pathways.

It will give policymakers the scientific 
information they need to take sound de-
cisions and act to strengthen the global 
response to the threat of climate change, 
sustainable development and efforts to 
eradicate poverty.

The report, slated for October 8 re-
lease, was commissioned by governments 
after the UN climate change meeting in 
Paris in 2015, when it was agreed to act to 

limit increases in global average tempera-
ture to less than 2 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels and to try keeping 
that increase nearer to 1.5 degrees.

The report findings will come up for 
approval at the IPCC plenary that will con-
clude on October 5.

The IPCC is the UN body for assessing 
the science related to climate change.

Commenting on his expectations for 
the report, Least Developed Countries 
Group Chair Gebru Jember Endalew said: 
“It will be important that the report and 
the summary for policy makers clearly 
sets out the scientific necessity of limiting 
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius as 
opposed to two degrees to protect people 
and the planet and highlights the vast dis-
crepancy between this goal and our cur-
rent global emissions pathway.

“In doing so, the report will shine a 
spotlight on the scale of the challenge the 
international community must rise up to 
meet. A future where warming is limited to 
1.5 degrees is a brighter future for all.”

The globe may miss the mark to 
achieve the Paris climate goals, warned 

the leaked IPCC final draft of the report 
that was shared with governments in June.

The leaked draft said a vast majority of 
nations, including disaster-facing India, 
were missing the mark in achieving the 
goal set at the Paris Agreement to limit glo-
bal warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

The draft report warned that “if emis-
sions continue at their present rate, hu-
man-induced warming will exceed 1.5 de-
grees Celsius by around 2040”.

India’s Nationally Determined Con-
tribution (NDC), rated by Climate Action 
Tracker’s independent scientific analysis, 
as “2 degrees Celsius compatible”, is still 
too high for the 1.5 degrees Celsius limit 
set in Paris.

Experts say current Indian climate 
pledges can be achieved if the country 
continues to increase the share of non-
fossil energy resources.

India has ratified the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment and pledged to reduce domestic 
emissions by 33 to 35 per cent by 2030 -- 
below 2005 levels -- and increase the share 
of non-fossil energy resources to 40 per 
cent of installed electric power capacity by 

2030.
After media reports on the leaked draft, 

the IPCC had clarified draft reports “are 
provided to governments and reviewers as 
confidential working documents.

“For these reasons, the IPCC does not 
comment on the contents of draft reports 
while work is still ongoing.”

According to the UN Environment’s 
Emissions Gap Report 2017, even if coun-
tries meet their pledges to limit global 
warming to under 2 degrees Celsius, their 
actions would only represent a third of 
what is needed to avoid the worst impacts 
of climate change.

The report finds that current Paris 
pledges make 2030 emissions likely to 
reach 11 to 13.5 gigatonnes of carbon di-
oxide equivalent (GtCO2e) above the level 
needed to stay on the least-cost path to 
meeting the 2 degrees Celsius target.

One gigatonne is roughly equivalent to 
one year of transport emissions in the Eu-
ropean Union, including aviation.

Vishal Gulati can be contacted at 
vishal.g@ians.in

W
alking home from school in a 
small town in West Bengal, a 
nine-year-old boy saw some 
of his friends work as rag-

pickers. The thought that his companions 
were unable to study like him because they 
were poor so agonised the young Babar Ali 
that he decided to do something about it 
and bring school to those who could not 
afford it.

Determined to share his education as a 
fifth grader at a state-run school at Beldan-
ga town in Murshidabad district, about 
200km north of Kolkata, he turned teacher 
to his poor friends in the backyard of his 
own home. With a dream to make India’s 
children have access to quality education 
despite their economic backgrounds, he 
has been, over these many years, a silent 
crusader imparting education to hun-
dreds of poverty-stricken child labourers 
in the state.

“I couldn’t tolerate my friends picking 
garbage while I attended school. So I asked 
them to join me in the roofless backyard of 
my home, so I could teach them how to 
read and write,” Babar, now a 25-year-old 
youth, recalled to IANS in an interview.

That backyard became Babar’s school, 
Ananda Siksha Niketan (meaning Home 
for Joyful Learning), in 2002, making him 
possibly the world’s youngest headmaster.

“My school began with a total of eight 
students, including my five-year-old 
younger sister Amina Khatun. We sat to-
gether under a guava tree for three hours 
every afternoon learning to read, so that 
the children who worked as rag-pickers or 
‘beedi’ (handrolled cigarettes made of un-
processed tobacco) rollers could continue 
to work in the mornings,” recalled Babar.

With a population of about eight mil-
lion, Murshidabad district has a large sec-
tion of its adults and children working as 
daily-wage labourers in farms and rolling 
beedis. The district is among the largest 
manufacturer of beedis in the country. 

Collecting used-up chalk pieces from his 
school, Babar continued to teach children 
in his neighbourhood how to read and 
write in Bengali along with basic math, 
science and geography, completely free of 
cost, while he was in school himself.

“Teachers at my school thought I was 
stealing chalk to scribble on the walls, but 
after they learnt that I was teaching other 
children at my home, they began to offer 
me a box of chalk each week,” shared Ba-
bar.

The support from his mother Banuara 
Bibi, an anganwadi worker, and father Mo-
hammad Nasiruddin, a jute trader, both of 
whom were school dropouts, allowed him 
to pursue his vision to create an educated 
neighbourhood, he said.

“The children I have been teaching re-
ceive very little support from their families 
and are often left to fend for themselves. 
With help from my family and teachers at 
school, I have been able to run my school 
and provide the kids with uniform, books 
and other reading material,” added Babar.

Admitting that it was a difficult task 
convincing families to send their children 
to his home school, Babar said he gradu-
ally won the trust of parents as students 

grew fond of him and enjoyed his classes.
Donations from teachers at his school, 

district officials, Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officers from the region and 
other individuals has kept Babar’s insti-
tution running through the years -- and 
in 2015, it shifted into a building near 
his home, with a recognition as a private 
school from the West Bengal School Edu-
cation Department.

“The focus is on holistic education 
at Ananda Siksha Niketan, as I want the 
students to positively impact the society 
through whatever professions they choose 
in the future,” he stressed.

In a span of about 16 years, from 2002 
till date, Babar has taught more than 5,000 
children from Classes 1 to 8 -- a few of 
whom have have returned to his school to 
work as teachers.

“Six of my former girl students have 
returned to the school as teachers after 
finishing their under-graduation courses,” 
said Babar, who holds a MA in English 
literature from the University of Kalyani, 
about 50 km from Kolkata.

Pursuing another Masters in History 
from the same university, Babar remains 
an ambitious headmaster who wants to 

bring about change in the district’s poor 
female literacy rate, which stands at just 
above 55 per cent, according to data from 
the district administration.

“Several families are still reluctant to 
send their girls to a school and prefer to 
marry them off in their teens, but through 
continuous effort we are seeing a change 
in their attitudes. Parents are realising the 
need for education as children are in turn 
helping them read, make a signature on 
paper and write,” he added.

The co-education school currently has 
500 students, 10 teachers and one non-
teaching staff, with classes from 1 to 8.

“We require more classrooms and 
infrastructure as our building can ac-
commodate only 350-400. I also want to 
expand the school up to Class 10 so that 
kids do not have to go to other towns for 
education.”

Babar, who is also a motivational 
speaker, offering talks across the coun-
try inspired by venerated Hindu monk-
philosopher Swami Vivekananda’s (1863-
1902) teachings, wants to set up more such 
schools catering to the poorest sections 
across the country.

“Education for all will remain my life 
mission and, to realise that, several insti-
tutions and individuals need to come to-
gether,” he reiterated.

Babar’s inspiring journey has also 
made it to the first year English text book 
of pre-university (Class 11) in Karnataka’s 
state board and Class 10 communicative 
English text of the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE).

“Governments alone cannot change 
the system. We need people of all sections 
to come forward and work together to 
bring in quality education for all our coun-
try’s children, irrespective of their social 
classes,” stressed Babar.

The weekly feature series is part of a 
positive-journalism project of IANS and 

the Frank Islam Foundation. Bhavana 
Akella can be contacted at  

bhavana.a@ians.in
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For Our Friends

BIBLE READ:  JOHN 15:5–17   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

My command is this: Love each other  
as I have loved you.      

~   John 15:12

I
nternational titles by acclaimed authors will once 
again rule the roost in October, along with a biog-
raphy of RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat and a splendid 
story for children, woven around the life of late 

President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.
There will be other significant releases during the 

month, primarily “The Girl in Room 105” by Chetan 
Bhagat; an “Intimate Portrait of Jahangir” by Parvati 
Sharma; the final book from the late Professor Stephen 
Hawking; and John Grisham’s “The Reckoning”.

Here are the five books that we can’t  
wait to read this October:

1. Killing Commendatore, by Haruki  
Murakami (Penguin)
In “Killing Commendatore”, a 30-something portrait 
painter in Tokyo is abandoned by his wife and finds 
himself holed up in the mountain home of a famous 
artist, Tomohiko Amada. When he discovers a strange 
painting in the attic, he unintentionally opens a cir-
cle of mysterious circumstances. To close it, he must 
complete a journey that involves a strange ringing bell, 
a two-foot-high physical manifestation of an Idea, a 
dapper businessman who lives across the valley, a pre-
cocious 13-year-old girl, a Nazi assassination attempt 
during World War II in Vienna, a pit in the woods behind 
the artist’s home, and an underworld haunted by Dou-
ble Metaphors.

Billed as a “tour de force of love and loneliness, war 
and art -- as well as a loving homage to “The Great Gats-
by” -- this book, the publisher said, is a stunning work of 
imagination from one of our greatest writers.
2. Every Breath, by Nicholas Sparks (Hachette)
From the No.1 bestselling author of “The Notebook” 
comes an unforgettable tale of enduring love this Octo-
ber.

“Hope Anderson is at a crossroads. At thirty-six, she’s 
been dating her boyfriend, an orthopedic surgeon, for 
six years. With no wedding plans in sight, and her father 

recently diagnosed with ALS, she decides to use a week 
at her family’s cottage in Sunset Beach, North Carolina, 
to ready the house for sale and mull over some difficult 
decisions about her future. Tru Walls has never visited 
North Carolina but is summoned to Sunset Beach by 
a letter from a man claiming to be his father. A safari 
guide, born and raised in Zimbabwe, Tru hopes to un-
ravel some of the mysteries surrounding his mother’s 
early life and recapture memories lost with her death. 
When the two strangers cross paths, their connection 
is as electric as it is unfathomable... but in the immer-
sive days that follow, their feelings for each other will 
give way to choices that pit family duty against personal 
happiness in devastating ways.”

The publisher said that the novel illuminates life’s 
heart-breaking regrets and enduring hope, and explores 
the many facets of love that lay claim to our deepest loy-
alties -- and asks the question: How long can a dream 
survive?
3. Bridge of Clay, by Markus Zusak (Penguin)
This is a story told inside-out and back-to-front by the 
author of the popular “The Book Thief”.

“The five Dunbar brothers are living -- fighting, 
dreaming, loving -- in the perfect squalor of a house 
without grown-ups. Today, the father who walked out 
on them long ago is about to walk right back in.” But 
why has he returned and who have the boys become 
in the meantime? At the helm, the publisher informed 
IANS, is Matthew, cynical, poetic; Rory, forever truant-
ing; Henry, the money-spinner; and Tommy, the pet col-
lector who has populated the house with dysfunctional 
pets, including Achilles the mule and Rosy the border 
collie. “And then there’s Clay, the quiet one, his whole 
young life haunted by an unspeakable act.”

From a grandfather, whose passion for the ancient 
Greeks still colours their lives, to a mother and father 
who fell in love over a mislaid piano, to the present day, 
where five sons dwell in a house with no rules, “Bridge 
of Clay” is said to be an epic portrait of how a ramshack-
le family, held together by stories and by love, come to 
unbury one boy’s tragic secret.

4. Mohan Bhagwat: Influencer-in-Chief,  
by Kingshuk Nag (Rupa)
With the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in power at the 
Centre since 2014, there is growing interest in the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), which is perceived as 
the power behind the throne. Is this true? How much 
does RSS influence the government of the day? How 
does it use this influence? Is policymaking in the gov-
ernment dependent on the diktats of the RSS or is the 
reverse correct? More importantly, what role did RSS 
Sarsanghchalak Mohan Bhagwat play in bringing the 
BJP and Narendra Modi to power? With the 2019 elec-
tion not too far away, what is the critical thinking in the 
upper echelons of the Sangh? How does it propose to 
forge an alliance that will propel the saffron party to 
power again?

“Mohan Bhagwat: Influencer-in-Chief”, the pub-
lisher said, looks incisively at the Sangh and its world 
view, its inner workings, and how it has moulded the 
Indian mind-set. It also focuses on Mohan Bhagwat and 
examines what propels him to spread the influence of 
the Sangh across the nation.
5. The Adventures of Young Kalam,  
by Stuti Agarwal (Juggernaut)
And finally, why should adults have all the fun? Meet Ka-
lam, perhaps you know him well already! He is the clev-
erest little boy in his school, perhaps even in his town, 
Rameswaram. He is annoyingly curious, full of crazy 
ideas and up to mad innovations. Everyone around him 
thinks he is bonkers and best avoided -- all except his 
dad, two best friends and Professor Ramachandran, the 
science teacher in whose little laboratory he tests all his 
inventions. But when the school’s most horrid teacher, 
Punnakai, spreads lies about the professor’s experi-
ments and plots to throw Kalam out for his latest crea-
tion, the two have to find a way to fight back.

The book casts an iconic new character like Chho-
ta Bheem by weaving a fictional narrative for children 
around India’s late President A.P.J. Kalam.

Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): With all the social 
events you’ve attended lately, Aries, it’s likely 
that you’ve met some people in the heal-
ing professions. These doctors, nurses, and 

technicians could be useful to you later. Be sure to file 
their contact information away for future reference. On 
another front, expect to receive some good news con-
cerning your finances.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may dis-
cover an untapped talent today, Taurus. 
Perhaps there’s a new machine in the office 
and you’re the only one who can figure out 

how to use it. Maybe drafting a simple business pro-
posal makes you realize how much you enjoy the writ-
ing process. This is a good day for any kind of creative 
endeavor, as well as for paperwork of all sorts. Get ev-
erything done so you can enjoy the evening.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Expect some 
positive developments today that impact 
the whole family, Gemini. Perhaps you or 
your mate will receive word of a significant 

raise or great job opportunity. Perhaps you meet the 
one who is right for you, and you know it the instant 
you shake hands. Whichever it is, don’t let the oppor-
tunity pass. If you don’t seize it, someone else surely 
will.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You should be 
feeling especially confident today, Cancer. 
You’ve been working especially hard lately, 
and the recognition you’ve received goes 

a long way toward reinforcing your feelings of self-
worth. Your life goals suddenly seem more attainable 
and you’ll pursue them with renewed vigor. Your con-
fidence is grounded in reality. You will surely succeed.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): This is a day made 
for fun and frivolity, Leo, not one in which 
you’re likely to get many of your chores 
done. Try as you might to focus on the 

task at hand, there are distractions everywhere you 
turn. Your email pals could be sending you jokes 
and notes, and your friends could be bugging you 
to join them for an outing of some sort. You may as 
well give in.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re a person of 
many talents, and today you’re likely to dis-
cover yet another one, Virgo. The delivery of 
a new piece of equipment makes you feel like 

you’ve been given a toy for your sole enjoyment. But 
once you get the computer or piece of machinery up 
and running, you need to share it with your co-work-
ers! They will be very impressed with your technical 
abilities.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t be surprised 
if people surround you today, each one anx-
ious to confer with you. It seems that you’re 
the authority on all topics, Libra. All the at-

tention is flattering, but it makes it difficult to get any 
work done. Do what you can to help your co-workers, 
and then tell them that the help desk is closed for the 
day. You want to leave work early so you can be with 
your loved ones.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Don’t let 
yourself be manipulated by needy friends, 
Scorpio. With today’s planetary energies, 
it’s a good time to think about setting clear 

boundaries. You know which friends are there for you 
and lift you up and which ones tend to drain all your 
time and energy with the constant need for your im-
mediate attention. Try saying no. You can’t fix other 
people’s lives for them anyway. Think about it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This is 
a good day for sharing friendship with pals 
and co-workers, Sagittarius. People will be in 
a light, socializing mood and not much in a 

working frame of mind. There’s really no use fighting 
this energy. Enjoy yourself today and allow yourself to 
detach from work issues. You can all get back to the 
grindstone later. The work will still be there.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your tech-
nical skills take a real leap forward today, 
Capricorn. It seems all that training you’ve 
done is finally paying off. Your new skills 

will greatly increase your efficiency and enhance your 
marketability. If you’ve been thinking about applying 
for a new position, get your resume ready to send out 
when you see an appealing ad. Any move you make 
will be for the better.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t be 
surprised to see your co-workers acting a 
bit silly today, Aquarius. There is no getting 
around the high spirits that permeate the 

office environment. It’s almost impossible to get any 
work done with today’s planetary atmosphere. Rather 
than cracking the whip and trying to increase produc-
tivity, why not join in? Lighten up a little.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Life’s been a real 
social whirl lately, Pisces. You may feel a bit 
overwhelmed by all the people and parties. 
It’s fun to see everyone, but a bit daunting 

to renew ties with old friends and try to remember the 
names of new ones. Names and faces mingle to the 
point where you aren’t sure of your own name, much 
less anyone else’s. Take a deep breath, Pisces, you’re do-
ing just fine.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Suresh Narasimha  | IANS

The Coffee Culture is Here to Stay (October 1 is World Coffee Day)

I
ndia is the third-largest producer and 
exporter of coffee in Asia and the sev-
enth-largest producer and fifth-largest 
exporter of coffee in the world. It ac-

counts for 3.66 per cent (2017) of the global 
coffee production. The country produces 
more than three lakh tonnes, with Karnata-
ka contributing 85 per cent of this. Coffee in 
India has a rich history of 300 years, offering 
a livelihood to more than 15 lakh families. 
India grows mainly Robustas (70 per cent), 
with Arabica accounting for the rest.

With 30 per cent of Indian coffee being 

consumed domestically, there is a growing 
need for new variants of coffee. This has led 
to the rise of gourmet and artisanal coffee 
trends in the country. A lot of players have 
come up with new variants of coffee -- green 
beans, organic coffee, coffee capsules and the 
like. People travel around the world and tend 
to bring similar coffee trends to India as well.

There also has been a jump from Robus-
ta to Arabica among Indian coffee drinkers 
-- for the only reason that people now want 
to treat it like an indulgence than just an ad-
diction or an energy booster. While Robusta 
varieties were dominant a few years back, 
blends with pure Arabica are now sold as 

premium products all over India.
Arabica beans have a sweeter, softer 

taste, with a tone of sugar, fruit, and ber-
ries; Robusta has a stronger, harsher taste. 
It contains almost twice the caffeine as 
compared to Arabica and is inferior to the 
former variety. Robusta grows more eas-
ily as compared to Arabica. It can grow at 
lower altitudes and is less vulnerable to pest 
and weather conditions.

Today, the face of coffee consumption 
has completely changed in India. Just like 
Indian chai (tea) became a staple in houses 
and cafes, coffee now has increasingly be-
come a staple in European-style cafes. The 

new trend of sitting/going out for a cup of 
coffee has seen tremendous growth. South-
ern cities, specially, have embraced this 
new trend and boast dozens of cafes and 
eateries to give people an experience of cof-
fee and its culture.

This culture has not just brought in con-
versations but also introduced coffee to 
many Indians for the first time, making the 
traditional coffee experience exquisite and 
bringing new varieties on the table.

For Young India, coffee is not just about 
a new flavour of lattes and cappuccinos. For 
them, coffee is entering into a new urban 
space. Coffees are now available in proper 

coffee houses which allow colleagues and 
friends to get together. Today, India, with its 
coffee, has attracted a large number of tour-
ists from different parts of the country who 
have become fans of the café culture and 
Indian origin coffee blends.

So, whether you prefer sipping your tra-
ditional kaapi at a Karnataka street café or 
go to a premium café in a trendy establish-
ment in Delhi, it seems that the coffee cul-
ture is here to stay.

Suresh Narasimha is Chairman, Bon-
homia Gourmet Coffee & Tea. The views 

expressed are personal. He can be reached 
at suresh@cocreate.ventures

Akshai Jain  | thewire.in

A Kerala Botanist’s Affair With an Unlikely 17th Century Book
K.S. Manilal first chanced upon the ‘Hortus Malabaricus’ in his father’s clippings from Malayalam newspapers  

of the 1950s, when he was still in school.

S
ome books just get under your skin. Like flag-
posts, they could draw and guide you at differ-
ent points of your life. Others, especially reli-
gious works, lay the tracks on which lives run. 

Then there are a few that make you fall hopelessly in 
love with them because they approximate human in-
fatuation, drawing you in at one moment, mystifying 
you at others, frustrating and delighting you. But they 
grow on you, so entwining themselves with your life 
that at some point it becomes impossible to separate 
the strands.

For Kattungal Subramaniam Manilal, a retired pro-
fessor of botany at the University of Calicut, the love 
started early. It was an oddly matched couple – a tall, 
reserved, bespectacled man and Hortus Malabaricus, 
an elaborately illustrated 17th-century Latin book on 
the trees and plants of the Malabar region of Kerala. It 
defined Manilal’s life and career; he would update and 
translate this mammoth 2,400-page, 12-volume work 
into English, revealing it to be one of the finest collabo-
rations between east and west.

The task was mind-boggling. Each of the 742 plants 
mentioned in Hortus had to be tracked down to the ar-
eas they were originally collected from over 300 years 
ago, and then identified anew because modern taxo-
nomic classification has changed significantly in this 
period. It showed a book that went far beyond plants, to 
shed light on the society, culture, science and language 
of its time.

Now 80 and having suffered a stroke, Manilal re-
members little, but signs of Hortus Malabaricus are 
strewn liberally over more than 50 years of his life. 
There are half a dozen books he wrote, many more pa-
pers and the recollections of colleagues, students and 
his wife, Jyotsna, who says that for a man “so reticent 
that often she did not know what he felt”, the Hortus 
was a “passion”.

Manilal first chanced upon this remarkable book 
in his father’s clippings from Malayalam newspapers 
of the 1950s, when he was still in school. Much later, as 
a postgraduate student of botany, he visited the Forest 
Research Institute in Dehradun, which had a complete 
set of the original volume of the book. He says it “fired 
(his) imagination” to find a 300-year-old Latin book of 
botany with names in Malayalam. He spent four days 
poring over the volumes and made a list of all the Ma-
layalam names.

Though he couldn’t understand the Latin text, one 
line from the description of a plant caught his atten-
tion. “The plant’s part,” it read translated, “if applied 
on the left toe improves the clarity of vision in the right 
eye.” The medicinal properties of the plant were known 
but how on Earth was the connection between the left 
toe and the right eye established?

At that moment, Manilal knew that he had to know 
what the rest of the book held.

The Hortus Malabaricus was the brainchild of Hen-
drik Adriaan Van Rheede Tot Drakenstein (Van Rheede), 
an aristocrat and soldier in the Dutch East India Com-
pany who rose rapidly through the ranks to become the 
Dutch Governor of Cochin in 1663.

For the Dutch and the Portuguese, Malabar was a 
land of abundance – of wood, spices and medicinal 
plants. For centuries the trade in these commodities 
had been controlled by Arab merchants who later in-
troduced them to the West.

Van Rheede’s motivations for a work cataloging the 
plants of the region were varied. One was economic: 
Arab traders sourced the ingredients for the medicines 
his soldiers needed from the Malabar, sold them in 
the West, from where the Dutch would have to import 
them at great expense. Procuring the medicinal plants 
and manufacturing medicines locally could save a lot 
of money.

Van Rheede was also a keen naturalist, mesmerised 

by the luxuriance of the land he governed. He writes in 
the preface to the third volume of Hortus Malabaricus:

After I had been with the Indians for a considerable 
number of years and on account of my office fairly of-
ten had to make journeys through very well-cultivated 
regions, on the way I observed large, lofty and dense 
forests. I saw that they were pleasing through the mar-
velous variety of trees, which was so great that it would 
be difficult to find two trees of the same kind in the 
same forest if one were to search for this. I rather fre-
quently saw many ivies of various kinds climbing to 
one tree and moreover shooting up in the very branch-
es of trees…so that it was often very pleasant to see on 
one tree displayed leaves, flowers, and fruits of ten or 
twelve different kinds.

The last reason was political. His superior, Admi-
ral Rijcklof Volckertsz van Goens, was keen on making 
Colombo the second eastern capital of the Dutch, af-
ter Jakarta. Van Rheede was staunchly opposed to this. 
Documenting the medicine, food and timber riches of 
the Malabar would – he hoped – convince authorities in 
The Hague to make Cochin the second capital instead.

Work on the Hortus began in 1663, and continued 
for the next 30 years. The first volume of the book was 
published in Amsterdam in 1678, a few years after Van 
Rheede left India, and the final in 1693, two years after 
his death on board a ship off the coast of Bombay.

Material for the book was first written in Portuguese 
in Cochin, then translated to the Dutch and finally to 
Latin in Amsterdam. When he first started work on the 
Hortus Malabaricus in 1964, almost exactly three cen-
turies after Van Rheede had, Manilal knew that Latin 
would be his first hurdle.

Manilal enlisted the help of a local priest who, start-
ing with the line on the connection between the left 
toe and the right eye, translated small segments of the 
work. However, to proceed further, Manilal realised 
he would need to learn the language. Every month he 
would travel to Kochi for a few days to learn the lan-
guage from another priest. But even after he became 
somewhat familiar, he realised that the Hortus was 
even more difficult and technical. Each volume, Mani-
lal says, took him three to four years. “Now I look back 
and wonder how I did it,” he was quoted as saying a few 
years ago. But then the language also turned out to be  
the easiest part.

The botanical samples documented in the Hor-
tus Malabaricus were collected by Van Rheede on his 
travels in the region. Plants around Cochin were easily 
collected but for those found elsewhere, Van Rheede 
writes they often had to “wait a whole year, and some-
times even longer, until we could secure one of their 
flowers or fruits.” When travelling by water to the inte-
riors “to rebuke … some Malabar prince or other”, Van 
Rheede would often order a party of 200 men to leave 
the ship and wander through the forest collecting as 
many different plants as they could find. They would 
return “laden with plants collected from here, there and 
everywhere, to (the) warships”.

Manilal had to follow in Van Rheede’s footsteps 
quite literally, tracking down and collecting botanical 
samples from the locales mentioned in the Hortus. This 
was because the Hortus Malabaricus was written be-
fore Carl Linnaeus’s famous work Species Plantarum, 
in which the Swedish botanist first laid down the rules 
that form the basis of modern taxonomy. Botanical 
classification before that was whimsical and ad hoc, 
varying between authors. As a result plants, had multi-
ple names, often long and convoluted.

If Hortus Malabaricus was to be relevant, all the 
plants it featured would have to be classified accord-
ing to the modern International Code of Botanical 
Nomenclature. Either Van Rheede’s original collection, 
which he had shipped to Amsterdam, would have to be 
accessed, failing which the plants would have to be re-
collected with the help of clues from the Hortus.

The original collection seemed to have vanished. 
Manilal made efforts to hunt it down, even going to 

Moscow at one point after a rumour that it might be 
there. He couldn’t succeed.

Manilal decided to hunt down the plants, scouring 
Hortus for every possible clue to their location and ap-
pearance. It was going to be a time consuming and ex-
pensive process, so he applied for grants. The University 
Grants Commission (1975-1978) and the Smithsonian 
Institution (1984-1987) agreed to fund the project. To 
help with the collection Manilal roped in C.R. Suresh, 
a student of his who was studying plant morphology.

Over the seven years covered by the grants, they 
travelled across the length of Kerala – “from Kasargod” 
at the northern tip “to Trivandrum”, almost 500 km to 
the south, says Suresh. They would travel together, but 
since Manilal had university work to attend to, Suresh 
would often be on his own. “But there were some plants 
Manilal sir insisted on tracking down himself,” Suresh 
says, “particularly those specimens where he was also 
interested in seeing the surroundings – the geography 
and other plants that grew alongside.”

They managed to track down 741 plants. That was 
all but one of the plants mentioned in Hortus.

The first obstacle to this was pinning down the 
original locations. Place names had changed over the 
centuries. Other names were garbled in the tortuous 
translation from Malayalam to Portuguese, Dutch and 
then to Latin. In many cases, plants couldn’t be found 
in the original locations so the team had to scout far-
ther afield.

Often they would have to venture deep into forests, 
where elephants and snakes were a common hazard. 
Suresh was also troubled by allergenic plants, of which 
he says there were many. “Then”, he laughs, “there were 
local problems. With our bags full of plants of all shapes 
and sizes, we looked like madmen and had a difficult 
time explaining what we were doing to the villagers.”

At times the work was laborious. Getting fruits and 
flowers from plants would often require repeat visits at 
different times of the year. Suresh recounts instances 
on such trips when they were unable to locate the same 
plant, which meant they would have to start anew with 
another specimen.

Then came the equally arduous process of identi-
fication, which involved extensive consultations with 
botanists around the world, and trips to labs and col-
lections abroad. Manilal would use occasional travel to 
conferences abroad to sneak visits to them.

By 1988, the work was complete. In that year, Ma-
nilal,  Suresh and Dan Nicolson of the Smithsonian In-
stitution published a book entitled ‘An Interpretation of 
Van Rheede’s Hortus Malabaricus’, listing all the plants 
collected by Van Rheede in modern nomenclature.

For most people, this is where it would have ended. 
Manilal had a full-time job at the University of Calicut 
with teaching responsibilities, and continued to work 
in other areas.

At the time of a controversy about the proposed 
construction of a hydro-electric project in the Silent 
Valley, the Kerala government commissioned Mani-
lal to undertake a four-year study of the area’s flora. 
His team recorded 1,000 species of flowering plants 
of which seven were new and others that were endan-
gered. He also worked extensively on the orchids of 
Kerala, collecting over 215 species, led studies on the 
anatomy of cash crops like coconut palm and coffee, 
and researched species of marine algae that were re-
sistant to radioactivity. But in every spare moment and 
interstice, he would return to his first love, because for 
him things were just beginning to get interesting.

Other books had been written on the flora of India 
– but what distinguished Hortus Malabaricus was its 
emphasis on, and acknowledgement of, local knowl-
edge. While Van Rheede was responsible for collecting 
the botanical samples, Itty Achuden, chief of the Collatt 
family of traditional physicians, identified them and 
listed their medical and agricultural uses. Achuden’s 
role in the Hortus Malabaricus is mentioned promi-
nently, affirmed in two certificates at the very start.

Interestingly, even though he belonged to the lower 
Ezhava (labour) caste, Achuden had been recommend-
ed for the task by Vir Kerala Varma, the king of Cochin. 
Three Konkani Brahmins, whose roles have also been 
acknowledged in the book, worked under him. Achu-
den was far more knowledgeable about the local plants 
than the Brahmins, whose knowledge was largely re-
stricted to providing information from their traditional 
text, Mahanighandu, a pharmacological glossary that 
lists 400 medicinal plants from different parts of India 
in Sanskrit. Manilal was fascinated by this deference to 
knowledge over caste.

Van Rheede had also been similarly fascinated. “I 
often attended a most delightful entertainment,” he 
says, “for instance when these gentile philosophers 
disagreed and disputed with each other by weight of ar-
guments. Indeed they disputed and strongly defended 
their own opinions, but with incredible modesty, such 
as you might miss in the most distinguished philoso-
phers of the world.”

None of the traditional medical texts of Achuden’s 
family are extant. Nor, Manilal realised, was there any 
mention of him elsewhere. The Hortus was the only re-
maining repository of this knowledge. And of the plants 
mentioned in it, the medical uses of 139 weren’t to be 
found in any other text. Had it not been for Achuden’s 
contribution, the significance would have been lost 
to the world. For Manilal, cataloguing these medical 
properties and uses was imperative to protecting In-
dia’s intellectual property, which, according to Jyotsna 
Manilal, he felt strongly about.

As Manilal delved deeper into Achuden’s life, he was 
also drawn into an exploration of this historical inter-
action between caste and knowledge, which seemed 
to stand in sharp contrast to the modern terms of their 
relationship. He explored this in ‘A Study on the Role of 
Itty Achuden in the Compilation of Hortus Malabari-
cus’, a Malayalam book published in 1996.

Every aspect of the Hortus Malabaricus led the be-
sotted Manilal down a different path. The juxtaposition 
of two different dialects of Malayalam in Hortus – one 
of which is not used today – became an opportunity to 
investigate the evolution of Malayalam as well. He ex-
plored the considerable impact the book had on Lin-
naeus; Species Plantarum has more than 250 references 
to it. Manilal even investigated the identify of the artist 
who made the frontispiece of the original volume that 
depicted Flora, the Roman goddess of flowers, sitting 
and holding a rake in front of what seems like a very or-
nate greenhouse. To her right, holding various plants, 
stand the Malabari physician and the three Konkani 
Brahmins who were so central to this book.

In Manilal’s reimagining, the botany of Hortus Mal-
abaricus was inextricably entwined with the eventful 
historical period it belonged to. He made these con-
nections come alive. After he retired from academia in 
1999, Manilal devoted himself entirely to the Hortus, 
the English version of which was released in 2003. He 
had signed off his copyright to the University of Calicut, 
which, in an act of cruel and petty politicking, did not 
invite him to the book release. But he was undeterred 
and continued working. According to Jyotsna, “He nev-
er really said very much about it.” The Malayalam edi-
tion followed a few years later.

In 2006, Manilal suffered a stroke, leading to the loss 
of mobility on his right side. But he was not done yet; 
his work on the Hortus Malabaricus was far from com-
plete. He taught himself to type with only his left hand 
to complete his last book: ‘Hortus Malabaricus and the 
Socio-Cultural Heritage of India’. It was published in 
2012, the same year Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands 
conferred a state honour on him for his work on the 
Hortus. Sadly, there has been little recognition in India 
of his work – not that Manilal cares. The Hortus Mala-
baricus was his first love, mission and crowning glory. 
And love is often its own reward.

Akshai Jain is a Delhi-based journalist.



NEWS IN BRIEF
Two die of swine flu in Jabalpur 
Jabalpur (MP), Sep 30 (PTI): Two people have died of 
swine flu in Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur since last Friday, 
medical authorities said Sunday. While an elderly woman 
died of HIN1 virus Friday, a man the next day, said Dr Dipak 
Barkade of the Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Government 
Medical College and Hospital. “Two people have suc-
cumbed to H1N1 virus in our hospital,” Dr Barkade said. 
He said three more patients of swine flu are being treated 
in the hospital.

Pakistani helicopter violates Indian 
air space 
Jammu, Sep. 30 (IANS): A Pakistani helicopter violated In-
dian air space on Sunday in Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch 
sector but a Defence Ministry spokesman said it was likely 
a civilian chopper. Spokesman Lt Colonel Devender Anand 
said here that the Pakistani chopper, flying very high, 
committed the violation at 12.10 p.m. Indian troops fired 
at the helicopter with small arms, he said. The helicopter 
withdrew into Pakistani territory after five minutes, the 
spokesman added. Earlier reports said the helicopter 
belonged to the Pakistan Army.

Niwari is 52nd district of MP
Bhopal, Sep. 30 (IANS): Niwari will become the 52nd 
district of Madhya Pradesh, with effect from October 1. A 
proposal to this effect was cleared by the state Cabinet on 
Saturday. IAS officer Akshay Kumar Singh (2010-batch) will 
hold the interim charge of the first District Collector of the 
new district till further orders, a state government order 
to this effect on Saturday said. Akshay Kumar Singh is 
Director, Cultural and Religious Endowments Department.

UP MLA Ram Kumar Verma passes 
away
Lakhimpur Kheri, Sep. 30 (PTI): BJP MLA from Nighasan, 
Patel Ram Kumar Verma, passed away Sunday at a hospi-
tal in Lucknow after prolonged illness. He was 64. District 
BJP president Sharad Bajpai said he died in a private hos-
pital in Lucknow on Sunday. Patel was the PWD (Public 
Works Department) minister in 1991 and cooperative 
minister in 1997 in UP. “Last rituals of the deceased leader 
would be held on Monday at his native village of Odraha 
in Mohammadi tehsil,” he said.

Government sets up Competition 
Law Review Committee
New Delhi, Sep. 30 (IANS): The government has formed 
a Competition Law Review Committee to ensure that the 
legislation is in tune with the changing business environ-
ment, according to an official announcement on Sunday. 
A Finance Ministry release said that the committee will 
review the competition regulations in view of chang-
ing business environment and suggest the necessary 
changes.  Among the panel’s mandate is also to look into 
international best practices in the competition field with a 
thrust on anti-trust laws, merger guidelines and handling 
cross-border competition issues. The committee will also 
study other regulatory regimes, institutional mechanisms 
and government policies which overlap with the Competi-
tion Act. 
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Define the term ‘urban 
naxal,’ asks Romila Thapar

Delhi Cong. holds rally against ‘illegal sealing’ in capital 

HC restrains sale and publication of book on Ramdev 

Modi failed to secure 
pensioners’ rights, say protesters 

SER eliminates all unmanned level crossings

FB, Twitter to help EC check fake news, 
targeted communication to voters during polls

PM says India believes in peace 
but not at cost of self respect 

Senior citizens during a protest demanding entitlement of universal old age pension, at Jantar Mantar 
in New Delhi, Sunday.

PTI

‘Godman To Tycoon’ a book on Ramdev that Delhi High Court has 
banned sale and publication.

Romila Thapar

New Delhi, Sep. 30 (PTI): 
Eminent historian Romila 
Thapar, who petitioned 
the Supreme Court against 
the house arrest of five 
Left-leaning activists, 
has asked government to 
define the phrase ‘urban 
naxal’, saying either they 
do not understand the 
meaning of the term or the 
activists like her do not.

Talking on the house 
arrests of five activists Vara-
vara Rao, Arun Ferreira, 
Vernon Gonsalves, Sudha 
Bharadwaj and Gautam 
Navlakha, she said these are 
the people who are fighting 
against social injustice.

“We were all born Indi-
ans, lived as Indians all our 
lives. These activists are 
fighting for good causes 
and terming them urban 
naxal is a political move,” 
she said.

“Do they even know 
what urban naxal means, 
first ask the government 
to define the term urban 
naxal and then tell us how 
we fall into this category. It 
is very easy to call us urban 
naxal. And also tell us how 
we have become urban 

naxal, either the govern-
ment does not understand 
the meaning of urban nax-
al or we don’t understand 
the meaning of the term,” 
Thapar told PTI.

She was speaking on 
the sidelines of a press 
conference held by the 
petitioners after the Su-
preme Court judgement 
on Friday refused to inter-
fere with the arrest of the 
five rights activists in con-
nection with the Bhima-
Koregaon violence case 
and declined to appoint a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to probe their arrests.

The five activists have 

been under house arrest 
since August 29. 

Politicians like Mahar-
ashtra Chief Minister Dev-
endra Fadnavis have often 
referred to the five activists 
as “urban naxals”. 

Many social media us-
ers have enlisted them-
selves as “urban naxals” in 
a show of solidarity with 
the arrested Left-leaning 
activists as ‘MeTooUrban-
Naxal’ hashtag trended on 
Twitter. 

They countered that 
the term ‘urban naxal’ was 
a mere creation of some 
sections to malign those 
who have an anti-estab-

lishment stance. 
Thapar, economists 

Prabhat Patnaik and De-
vaki Jain, sociology profes-
sor Satish Deshpande and 
human rights lawyer Maja 
Daruwala were the peti-
tioners who filed a case in 
the Supreme Court after 
the five lawyers, journal-
ists and civil rights activ-
ists were arrested across 
the country on August 28 
and charged with abetting 
acts of terror under the 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA).

“Any democratic in-
stitution cannot take law 
into its hands. It has to go 
through a certain proce-
dure. Arrests are the last 
step of a probe it is not the 
first step of an investiga-
tion,” she said.

“A r b i t r a r y  a r re s t s 
on implausible charges 
means the police can walk 
into our homes and arrest 
us - either without a war-
rant or a warrant written 
in a language we don’t 
understand and then ac-
cuse us of activities about 
which we know nothing,” 
she said.

New Delhi Sep. 30 (PTI): The Delhi 
Congress held a rally Sunday against 
“illegal sealing” of industries and 
accused the BJP and the AAP of 
destroying such establishments in 
the city.

Delhi Congress president Ajay 
Maken, who participated in the 
‘Lalkar’ rally at Bawana industrial 
area here, said the party would come 
out with a post-mortem report on 
illegal sealing, unemployment, and 
price rise, to highlight the failures of 
the ruling Aam Aadmi Party in Delhi 
and the Bharatiya Janata Party at the 
Centre.

Maken said the industrial plots at 
Bawana industrial area should be al-

lowed to be converted into freehold 
without any pre-condition. 

“Whenever non-Congress gov-
ernments came to power in Delhi 
and at the Centre, they did not de-
velop even a single new industrial 
area and ruined the local industries,” 
he charged.

Maken claimed the Congress had 
developed 54 industrial areas, out of 
which 22 were regularised, when it 
was in power.

The participants of the rally, 
including Congress workers and lo-
cal factory labourers, also set on fire 
government notices to terminate the 
lease deeds at the Bawana industrial 
area.

Senior Congress leaders Sajjan 
Kumar and Mukesh Sharma, ad-
dressing the rally, said thousands 
of people would be left jobless if 
the Delhi government did not with-
draw the notices issued to cancel 
the lease deeds without any pre-
condition.

They said the sealing drive in the 
‘Lal Dora’ areas by the municipal 
corporations was harming Delhi 
villages. 

A resolution was passed in the 
rally demanding allotment of flats 
made under the Rajiv Awas Yojna 
scheme to labourers, plots in indus-
trial area to villagers for land acqusi-
tion and jobs to landless people.

New Delhi, Sep. 30 (PTI):  
The Delhi High Court has 
restrained the sale and 
publication of a book pur-
portedly on the life of Yoga 
guru Ramdev who claimed 
that it had defamatory 
content.

Justice Anu Malhotra 
said the right to reputa-
tion of a living individual 
cannot be “crucified” at 
the “altar of the right to 
freedom of speech and 
expression” of another.

The court’s observa-
tion came on a petition 
filed by Ramdev against 
the book titled ‘God-
man To Tycoon’, saying 
the book, purportedly on 
his life, had defamatory 
content and harmed his 
economic interests and 
reputation.

“This is so as the right 
to reputation of a living 
individual under Article 
21 of the Constitution of 
India cannot be sacrificed 
and crucified at the altar 
of the right to freedom of 
speech and expression of 
another...

“...and both have to 
be harmonised and bal-
anced in as much as no 
amount of damages can 
redeem the damage to 
reputation of any person 
and merely because there 
have been previous publi-
cations on the same issue, 
the same does not permit 

Kolkata, Sep. 30 (PTI): 
South Eastern Railway 
has become the fifth zonal 
railway in the country to 
eliminate all unmanned 
level crossings, which has 
caused many accidents in 
the railway network, an SER 
spokesman said Sunday.

The SER eliminated 149 
unmanned level crossings 
that existed at the begin-
ning of this financial year, 

a few days before the tar-
get date of September 30, 
spokesman Sanjay Ghosh 
said.

“This will not only en-
sure punctuality and safety 
in train operations, but 
also will be of immense 
benefit to the road users,” 
Ghosh said. The Kolkata-
headquartered SER elimi-
nated the unmanned level 
crossings in its four divi-

sions - Adra, Chakradhar-
pur, Kharagpur and Ranchi 
within September 25.

Out of the total 149 un-
manned level crossings, 116 
have been manned, while 
limited height subways 
have been constructed at 
26 locations.

The rest have been 
eliminated either through 
diversion of traffic or clo-
sure, he said.

New Delhi, Sep. 30 (PTI): Internet 
major Google and social media gi-
ants Twitter and Facebook have as-
sured the Election Commission that 
they will not allow their platforms to 
be used for anything which affects 
the purity of polls during campaign 
period, Chief Election Commis-
sioner O P Rawat has said.

He said it was tested during the 
Karnataka elections. 

“Small pilot was there. That was 
the beginning. Now we will have a 
bigger pilot before Lok Sabha elec-
tions in these four states of Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh 

and Mizoram,” the CEC told PTI.
Assembly polls are due in the 

four states later this year. Rawat said 
a committee under Senior Deputy 
Election Commissioner Umesh 
Sinha had called regional and lo-
cal heads of Google, Facebook and 
Twitter and had asked them as to 
what they can do for ensuring purity 
of Indian elections such as avoiding 
adverse impact of fake news and 
targeted communication to voters.

“They have all committed that 
during campaign period, they will 
not allow anything which is ad-
versely effecting level playing field 

be allowed on their platforms... dur-
ing the last 48 hours before the close 
of poll, they have committed that 
nothing of elections will be allowed 
on their platforms,” he said.

The last 48 hours before the 
elections come to a close is called 
‘silence period’ so that voter can 
calmly decide on as to whom to 
vote. The companies have also as-
sured the poll watchdog that politi-
cal advertisements will be flagged, 
including the amount spent, so that 
expenditure can also be accounted 
for during campaign period, the 
Chief Election Commissioner said.

Google will establish a system 
that will allow it to share with the 
EC details about the expenditure 
incurred on its platforms.

The panel under Sinha was set 
up to explore possible changes in 
section 126 of Representation of 
the People Act, 1951 in view of the 
expansion and diversity of media 
platforms.  The section “prohibits 
displaying any election matter by 
means, inter alia, of television or 
similar apparatus, during the period 
of 48 hours before the hour fixed 
for conclusion of poll in a constitu-
ency”.

New Delhi, Sep. 30 (PTI): 
India staunchly believes 
in peace and is committed 
to taking it forward, but it 
would not be at the cost 
of compromising its self-
respect and sovereignty, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said Sunday as he 
asserted that the armed 
forces will give a befitting 
reply to any attempt to 
destroy the atmosphere of 
peace in the country.

Recalling the 2016 sur-
gical strikes, he said Indian 
troops gave a befitting re-
ply to the “audacity of a 
proxy war” under the “garb 
of terrorism”

In his monthly ‘Mann ki 
Baat’ radio address, Modi 
said, “It has now been de-
cided that our soldiers will 
give a befitting reply to 
whosoever makes an at-
tempt to destroy the at-
mosphere of peace and 
progress in our nation.” 

He said India staunch-
ly believe in peace and 
is committed to taking it 
forward, “but not at the 
cost of compromising our 
self-respect and sover-
eignty of our nation. India 
has always been resolutely 
committed to peace.” 

His remarks came days 
after India called off the 
planned meeting of foreign 
ministers in New York, cit-
ing the brutal killings of 
three policemen in Jammu 
and Kashmir

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs had said talks in 
the current circumstances 
would be futile and also 
cited stamps issued by Pa-
kistan in July to “glorify” 
Kashmiri militant Burhan 
Wani as a reason for the 
cancellation

Modi pointed out that 
India is one of the larg-
est contributors to vari-
ous United Nations Peace 
Keeping Forces in terms of 
sending its personnel

“For decades, our brave 
soldiers wearing blue hel-

mets have played a stellar 
role in ensuring mainte-
nance of world peace,” 
he said to drive home his 
point

He said yesterday Indi-
ans celebrated ‘Paraakram 
Parva’ to mark the second 
anniversary of the surgical 
strikes. “We remembered 
that surgical strike carried 
out in 2016, where our sol-
diers gave a befitting reply 
to the audacity of a proxy 
war under the garb of ter-
rorism,” he said

He said such celebra-
tions remind the youth of 
the glorious heritage of the 
army. “It also inspires us to 
maintain the unity & integ-
rity of the country,” he said

Days before Air For Day 
is celebrated on October 8 
to mark its birth in 1932, 
Modi said “air warriors” 
have proved themselves to 
be the cynosure of every 
citizen’s eye through dis-
play of sheer might in the 
skies

He also recalled the 
contribution of the IAF 
in transporting men and 
material to Srinagar in 1947 
when Pakistani attackers 
had tried to capture Jam-
mu and Kashmir

He said IAF payed a key 
role in 1965, 1971 and the 
Kargil war. He said be it the 
relief and rescue work or 
disaster management, the 
country is indebted to the 
IAF for its commendable 
efforts He pointed out that 
the Air Force has set an ex-
ample in ensuring gender 
equality and has opened its 
doors for women

“Now, the Air Force is 
offering the option of per-
manent commission to 
women, besides the Short 
Service Commission ...In-
dia can proudly claim that 
in the armed forces, only 
man-power but woman-
power too is contributing 
equally. Women are already 
empowered and now get-
ting armed too,” he said

any repetitions of prima 
facie defamatory insinu-
ations against him,” the 
court said.

R a m d e v  h a d  a p -
proached the high court 
to set aside a trial court 
order removing the ban on 

the publication and sale of 
the book.

In August last year, 
an additional civil judge 
had restrained publisher 
Juggernaut Books from 
publishing and selling the 
book till further orders. It 

had also restrained Ama-
zon India and Flipkart In-
ternet Pvt Ltd from selling 
it online and stop its pend-
ing deliveries to buyers. 

On April 28 this year, 
however, an additional 
senior civil judge (ASCJ) 
had removed the ban. 

The book is penned by 
journalist Priyanka Pathak 
Narain. 

The high court re-
strained the publishing of 
the book saying the person 
about whom the book is 
written is a “living human 
being” who was entitled to 
be treated with dignity.

It also said that the por-
tions of the book “which 
make readers think that 
he is an ambitious villain”, 
until so proved in the court 
of law, are necessarily to 
be restrained from being 
published and distributed 
for sale till disposal of the 
case pending before the 
lower court.

The book was released 
on July 29, 2017, and Ram-
dev had approached the 
trial court on August 4 
that year.

The high court stayed 
an order of the additional 
senior civil judge (ASCJ) 
lifting the ban on publica-
tion and sale of the book. It 
also granted interim relief 
to Ramdev while hearing 
his plea challenging the 
ASCJ’s order.

Ramdev’s counsel had 
claimed that the allega-
tions in the book relating 
to the Yoga guru’s life were 
incorrect. The author, 
however, told the high 
court that at the end of the 
book, there were extracts 
of the facts, including the 
details of persons whom 
she had interviewed be-
fore writing the book.

The publisher had said 
the extracts of the material 
in the book were already in 
public domain since 2007 
and Ramdev had never 
raised any objection. The 
counsel said the entire 
record of the trial court 
has not been placed before 
the high court. Challeng-
ing the civil judge’s April 
28 order lifting the ban on 
the book, Ramdev had, in 
his suit, alleged that the in-
formation in the book was 
false. He said it tended to 
injure his reputation and 
led to an inference that 
the Yoga guru had been 
involved in mischievous 
and criminal activities to 
achieve fame and success.

The publisher had ear-
lier said that the book was 
a work of serious journal-
ism. It was the product of 
over 50 interviews, many 
of them taped, with Ram-
dev and the key players 
in his life, including close 
aides and family mem-
bers, it had said.

New Delhi, Sep. 30 (IANS): A large number 
of elderly people and those with dis-
abilities from across the country pro-
tested here on Sunday in support of their 
demands and accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of failing to secure their 
right to pension.

Converging on Parliament Street, the 
protesters, mostly labourers and single 
women, demanded that the central gov-
ernment raise their pension to Rs 3,000 
per month and also do away with biomet-
ric verification.

The protesters hailed from Rajasthan, 
Bihar, Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Telan-
gana, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

Lallooji Gangaji, aged 67, said he had 
made repeated trips to officers concerned 
for pension in Rajasthan. “Why have I 
come to Delhi, standing in this scorch-
ing heat? Because I am unable to work 
now and my sons have abandoned me. 
I receive only Rs 500 as pension every 
month and the Centre should increase it 
to Rs 3,000.” 

Naresh Chandra Saxena, who retired 
as Secretary in the Ministry of Rural De-
velopment, said that the present central 
government pension was “meagre” com-
pared with other lesser developed coun-

tries like Nepal, Bolivia and Botswana.
“Our budget is Rs 40 lakh crore. Just 

spend one per cent of the budget, that is 
Rs 40,000 crore, which at least meets the 
needs of the elderly,” Saxena said. 

Daily wager, Bodaru Satyamma, 60, 
from Telangana griped that she was left 
in the lurch as the biometric verification 
machine failed to recognise her finger-
print impression. 

“I have not received pension for the 
last three months because my fingerprints 
were not read by the machine,” Satyamma 
said and demanded doing away with the 
machine.

Human rights activist Aruna Roy at-
tacked Modi, saying: “For the last four 
years, he has been promising ‘aache din’ 
to the poor. But, in reality, nothing has 
happened. This government still provides 
Rs 200 as pension. It’s a shame!” 

Pension Parishad coordinator Nikhil 
Dey said: “This figure of Rs 200 has re-
mained unchanged since 2006-2007 and 
the worst part of it is the condition that 
the intended beneficiary must belong to 
the Below Poverty Line family.

“The Centre thinks providing pension 
is an act of charity to a set of beggars,” 
Dey said.



Palu(Indonesia), Sep. 30 (PTI/
AFP): The death toll in Indo-
nesia’s quake-tsunami disaster 
nearly doubled to more than 800 
Sunday, as ill-equipped rescu-
ers struggled to reach scores of 
trapped victims, health officials 
resorted to mass burials and des-
perate residents looted shops for 
food and water. 

“The casualties will keep in-
creasing,” said national disas-
ter agency spokesman Sutopo 
Purwo Nugroho, whose agency 
announced 832 deaths.

“Today we will start the mass 
burial of victims, to avoid the 
spread of disease.” Indonesian 
Vice-President Jusuf Kalla said 
the final death toll in the north 
of Sulawesi island could be in the 
“thousands” since many regions 
have still not been reached.

“It feels very tense,” said 
35-year-old mother Risa Kusuma, 
comforting her feverish baby boy 
at an evacuation centre in the 
gutted coastal city of Palu. 

“Every minute an ambulance 
brings in bodies. Clean water 
is scarce. The mini-markets are 
looted everywhere.” 

Indonesia’s Metro TV on Sun-
day broadcast footage from a 
coastal community in Dong-
gala, close to the epicentre of the 
quake. Some waterfront homes 
appeared crushed but a resident 
said most people fled to higher 
ground after the quake struck.

“When it shook really hard, 
we all ran up into the hills,” a man 

identified as Iswan told the TV.
Indonesian President Joko 

Widodo arrived in the region 
Sunday afternoon.

In Palu on Sunday aid was 
trickling in, the Indonesian mili-
tary had been deployed and 
search-and-rescue workers were 
doggedly combing the rubble for 
survivors -- looking for dozens 
feared trapped under one hotel 
alone.

“Communication is limited, 
heavy machinery is limited... it’s 
not enough for the numbers of 
buildings that collapsed,” Nu-
groho said. The 7.5-magnitude 
quake struck Friday, sparking a 
tsunami that ripped apart the 
city’s coastline.

Save The Children program 
director Tom Howells said access 
was a “huge issue” hampering 
relief efforts.

“Aid agencies and local au-
thorities are struggling to reach 
several communities around 
Donggala, where we are expect-
ing there to be major damage and 
potential large-scale loss of life,” 
Howells said.

Dozens of corpses lay in an 
open courtyard at the back of 
a Palu hospital, baking under a 
fierce tropical sun, with only one 
building separating it from an 
open triage site on the opposite 
side.

“I have one child -- he’s miss-
ing,” Baharuddin, a 52-year-old 
Palu resident, told AFP as he 
stood on floor tiles smeared with 

blood. “I last spoke to him before 
he went to school in the morn-
ing.” The disaster agency said it 
believed about 71 foreigners were 
in Palu when the quake struck, 
with most safe. Three French 
nationals and a South Korean, 
who may have been staying at a 
flattened hotel, had not yet been 
accounted for, it added.

Amid the levelled trees, over-
turned cars, concertinaed homes 
and flotsam tossed up to 50 me-
tres inland, survivors and rescu-
ers struggled to come to grips 
with the scale of the disaster.

On Saturday evening resi-
dents fashioned makeshift bam-
boo shelters or slept out on dusty 
playing fields, fearing powerful 
aftershocks would topple dam-
aged homes and bring yet more 
carnage.

C-130 military transport air-
craft with relief supplies managed 
to land at the main airport in Palu, 
which reopened to humanitarian 
flights and limited commercial 
flights, but only to pilots able to 
land by sight alone.

Satellite imagery provided 
by regional relief teams showed 

severe damage at some of the 
area’s major ports, with large 
ships tossed on land, quays and 
bridges trashed and shipping 
containers thrown around. Hos-
pitals were overwhelmed by the 
influx of injured, with many peo-
ple being treated in the open air. 
There were widespread power 
blackouts.

“People here need aid -- food, 
drink, clean water,” said Anser 
Bachmid, a 39-year-old Palu 
resident.

Dramatic video footage cap-
tured from the top floor of a park-
ing ramp as the tsunami rolled in 
showed waves toppling several 
buildings and inundating a large 
mosque.

“I just ran when I saw the 
waves hitting homes on the 
coastline,” said Palu resident 
Rusidanto, who like many Indo-
nesians goes by one name.

“This was a terrifying double 
disaster,” said Jan Gelfand, a 
Jakarta-based official at the Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies.

“The Indonesian Red Cross is 
racing to help survivors.” Images 

showed a double-arched yellow 
bridge had collapsed with its 
two metal arches twisted as cars 
bobbed in the water below.

A key access road had been 
badly damaged and was partially 
blocked by landslides, the disas-
ter agency said.

Friday’s tremor was also felt 
in the far south of the island in 
its largest city Makassar and on 
neighbouring Kalimantan, Indo-
nesia’s portion of Borneo island.

As many as 2.4 million people 
could have felt the quake, the 
disaster agency said.

The initial quake struck as 
evening prayers were about to be-
gin in the world’s biggest Muslim 
majority country on the holiest 
day of the week.

Indonesia is one of the world’s 
most disaster-prone nations. It 
lies on the Pacific “Ring of Fire”, 
where tectonic plates collide 
and many of the world’s volcanic 
eruptions and earthquakes occur. 

Earlier this year a series of 
powerful quakes hit Lombok, kill-
ing more than 550 people on the 
holiday island and neighbouring 
Sumbawa.

New Delhi, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Experts from around the world 
will gather in South Korea from 
Monday for the 48th session 
of UN body Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) to consider a special 
report on global warming of 1.5 
degrees Celsius.

The report, titled Global 
Warming of 1.5AoC, a major 
scientific undertaking on the 
latest climate change research 
will speak on the impacts of 
global warming of 1.5 degrees 
above pre-industrial levels and 
related global greenhouse gas 
emission pathways.

It will give policymakers 
the scientific information they 
need to take sound decisions 
and act to strengthen the glo-
bal response to the threat of 
climate change, sustainable 
development and efforts to 

eradicate poverty.
The report, slated for Oc-

tober 8 release, was commis-
sioned by governments after 
the UN climate change meet-
ing in Paris in 2015, when it was 
agreed to act to limit increases 
in global average temperature 
to less than 2 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels and 
to try keeping that increase 
nearer to 1.5 degrees.

The report findings will 
come up for approval at the 
IPCC plenary that will conclude 
on October 5. The IPCC is the 
UN body for assessing the sci-
ence related to climate change.

Commenting on his ex-
pectations for the report, Least 
Developed Countries Group 
Chair Gebru Jember Endalew 
said: “It will be important that 
the report and the summary 
for policy makers clearly sets 

out the scientific necessity of 
limiting global warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius as opposed to 
two degrees to protect people 
and the planet and highlights 
the vast discrepancy between 
this goal and our current global 
emissions pathway. The globe 
may miss the mark to achieve 
the Paris climate goals, warned 
the leaked IPCC final draft of 
the report that was shared with 
governments in June.

The leaked draft said a vast 
majority of nations, including 
disaster-facing India, were 
missing the mark in achieving 
the goal set at the Paris Agree-
ment to limit global warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The draft 
report warned that “if emis-
sions continue at their present 
rate, human-induced warming 
will exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius 
by around 2040”.

London, Sep. 30 (PTI): The British government 
is drawing up guidelines to limit the number of 
hours children spend online on social media 
sites and apps, authorities announced Sunday.

UK health secretary Matt Hancock said 
he has ordered the plans to be drawn up and 
attacked social media giants such as Facebook 
for not policing their own rules on users’ age 
limits. “I am, as a father, very worried about the 
growing evidence of the impact of social me-
dia on children’s mental health. Unrestricted 
use (of social media) by younger children 
risks being very damaging to their mental 
health,” he said. Dame Sally Davies, the UK’s 
chief medical officer, has been put in charge of 
drafting guidance on how much social media 
use should be deemed healthy.

“As a parent you want to be able to say 
‘The rules say you shouldn’t use social media 
for more than a certain period of time’. This is 
why we have a chief medical officer: to set a 
norm in society, make judgments on behalf of 
society, so that individual schools or individual 
parents don’t have to decide,” Hancock told 

the ‘Observer’ newspaper.
The minister suggested that turning 

phones off before bed would be a “straightfor-
ward way of limiting the damage”.

Davies will also be asked to give advice on 
minimum age for the use of social media sites.

According to the UK’s media watchdog 
the Office of Communications (Ofcom), only 
38 per cent parents of children with Facebook 
accounts are aware of the minimum age re-
quirement for setting up a profile.

“The terms of reference of Facebook and 
Instagram say you shouldn’t be on it if you are 
under the age of 13. But they do nothing to po-
lice that. The guidelines for WhatsApp say you 
shouldn’t be on it unless you’re 16. But again, 
they don’t lift a finger,” Hancock said. 

The senior Conservative Party MP, who 
was speaking ahead of the annual party con-
ference in Birmingham, said he hoped that in 
time, the guidelines - to be ready “as soon as 
possible” - would become the “norm” and be 
seen as the recommended maximum alcohol 
consumption limits for adults.

Washington, Sep. 30 (PTI/
AFP): US President Donald 
Trump said he and North Ko-
rea’s Kim Jong Un have fallen 
“in love” -- their bromance 
fuelled by “beautiful letters” he 
received from the leader of the 
nuclear-armed state. 

Trump on Saturday elevat-
ed his recent praise of Kim to 
new heights, at a West Virginia 
rally in support of local candi-
dates for his Republican Party.

“And then we fell in love 
-- OK? No really. He wrote me 
beautiful letters and they’re 
great letters. We fell in love,” 
Trump told the crowd.

On Monday at the United 
Nations General Assembly 
Trump lauded the North Ko-
rean strongman -- who is ac-
cused by the UN and others 
of widespread human rights 
abuses -- as “terrific”, one year 
after Trump eviscerated Kim 
from the same platform.

Trump used his debut 

address at the UN General 
Assembly 12 months ago to 
threaten to “totally destroy” 
North Korea and belittle 
its leader as “rocket man,” 
prompting Kim to respond by 
calling the president a “men-
tally deranged US dotard.” 

Those were among a series 
of playground-type slurs the 
leaders of the two nuclear-
armed states hurled at each 
other, setting the world on 
edge.

Last August, after US media 
reported Pyongyang had suc-
cessfully miniaturized a nucle-
ar warhead to fit into a missile, 
Trump warned Pyongyang not 
to threaten the United States or 
it would face “fire and fury like 
the world has never seen.” Kim 
had earlier compared com-
ments by Trump to the bark 
of a “rabid dog,” and Trump 
derided Kim as a “sick puppy” 
-- before the apparent outbreak 
of puppy love.

United Nations, Sep. 30 (IANS): North Korea 
on Saturday demanded the United States take 
steps to secure Pyongyang’s trust before its 
denuclearization.

“Without any trust in the US there will be 
no confidence in our national security and 
under such circumstances there is no way we 
will unilaterally disarm ourselves first,” North 
Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho told the UN 
General Assembly, Xinhua reported.

“DPRK government’s commitment to denu-
clearization is solid and firm. However, it is only 
possible if the US secures our sufficient trust 
toward the US.” The key to consolidating peace 
and security on the Korean Peninsula is to thor-
oughly implement the joint statement adopted 
at the historic summit between North Korea’s 
top leader Kim Jong Un and US President Don-
ald Trump in Singapore in June, said Ri.

The joint statement contains all principled 
issues regarding eventual solutions of the issues 
on the Korean Peninsula, he said. 

The primary task for effectively implement-
ing the joint statement should be bringing 
down the barrier of mistrust between the two 
countries, said Ri.

Out of the desire and resolute determina-
tion to successfully implement the joint state-
ment, North Korea government gives particular 
attention to trust-building and is pouring 
primary efforts to this, he said.

Even before the summit, North Korea took 
significant good-will measures such as stop-
ping nuclear and ballistic missile tests and 
dismantling a nuclear test site, said Ri. 

“However, we do not see any corresponding 
response from the U.S. On the contrary, instead 
of addressing our concern for the absence of 
peace regime in the Korean Peninsula, the U.S. 
insists on ‘denuclearization-first’ and increases 
the level of pressure by sanctions to achieve 
their purpose in a coercive manner, and even 
objecting the ‘declaration of the end of war’.”

“The perception that sanctions can bring 
us on our knees is a pipe dream of the people 
who are ignorant about us. But the problem is 
that the continued sanctions are deepening 
our mistrust.”

If the joint statement becomes a victim of 
the domestic politics of the US, then the great-
est victim of the subsequent unpredictable 
consequences will be the US itself as a whole, Ri 
warned. At this critical juncture, the US should 
make a foresighted judgment that faithful ful-
fillment of its commitment will, in the end, be 
in the best national interests of the United Sates 
and should maintain new method for solving 
North Korea-US relations, he said. Speaking 
before a meeting with South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in in New York on Monday, Trump 
announced that himself and Kim will hold a 
second summit “in the not too distant future.”
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News IN BrIef
Maldives ex-leader Gayoom freed on 
bail — Official
Colombo, Sep. 30 (PTI/AFP): A Maldivian court Sunday 
granted bail to jailed former president Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom, the country’s longest-serving leader, a week after his 
estranged half-brother was defeated at a presidential election. 
Gayoom, 80, and his legislator son Faris Maumoon, were 
released by the High Court in Male after they mounted fresh 
appeals against their controversial convictions. President-elect 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih had urged incumbent Abdulla 
Yameen to free all political prisoners in the tourist paradise 
atoll nation after his shock victory at the September 23 
election with the backing of all opposition parties, including 
Gayoom’s party.

Boko Haram has been repelled, 
Cameroon’s leader declares
Yaounde, Sep. 30 (PTI/AP): Cameroon’s president says 
Boko Haram has been defeated in the country, the first such 
announcement since he declared war on the extremist group 
four years ago.President Paul Biya spoke during his first visit 
to the Far North region since 2012 as he campaigned ahead 
of the October 7 election.  The 85-year-old has led Cameroon 
since 1982 and is likely to win as the fractured opposition has 
been unable to put forward a strong candidate. Speaking at a 
rally in Maroua, Biya said he would focus on rebuilding what 
has been destroyed “now that terrorism has been defeated.” 

Pakistani journalists call for 
nationwide protest
Islamabad, Sep. 30 (IANS): The Pakistan Federal Union of  
Journalists has called for a nationwide protest on October 9 
against retrenchments in the media, non-payment of salaries, 
unannounced censorship and registration of treason cases 
against media persons. The PFUJ took this decision on 
Saturday during its Federal Executive Council (FEC) meeting 
held at the Abbottabad Press Club, reports Dawn news. 
The FEC meeting is being attended by representatives of  
journalists from across the country to devise a comprehensive 
strategy for launching a long struggle not only for the 
economic rights of media workers but also to protect the 
freedom of expression as enshrined in the Constitution.

Seoul, Pyongyang Foreign Ministers 
leave UNGA without meeting
New York, Sep. 30 (IANS): South Korean Foreign Minister 
Kang Kyung-wha left New York following the 73rd UN 
General Assembly session without crossing paths with her 
North Korean counterpart, the media reported on Sunday. 
Kang held talks with US State Secretary Mike Pompeo and 
top diplomats from other nations during her stay here. But Ri 
Yong-ho, North Korea’s Foreign Minister, declined Kang’s 
earlier proposal for a meeting in New York, reports Yonhap 
News Agency.

Elon Musk agrees to step down as 
Tesla Chairman
New York, Sep. 30 (IANS): Coming under pressure from 
his lawyers and investors of Tesla, tech billionaire Elon Musk 
has agreed to step down as chairman of the company for 
three years and pay a $20 million fine in a deal with the US 
stock market regulatory authority, Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), to resolve securities fraud charges. The 
SEC announced the deal on Saturday -- two days after it sued 
Musk in federal court for misleading investors over his post 
on Twitter last month that he was considering taking Tesla 
into private ownership. 

Mass burials as death toll in 
Indonesia quake-tsunami tops 800

UN body’s crucial report on global 
warming impacts in October

UK govt. formulating guidelines 
to curb children’s social media use

Trump says he and Kim ‘in love’
N Korea says it needs trust in Us before denuclearisation

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm: Sui Dhaaga (Hindi)

6 pm: Johnny English Strikes Again (Eng)

AP/PTI

Rescuers evacuate an earthquake survivor by a damaged house following earth-
quakes and tsunami in Palu, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia, Sunday, Sept. 30, 2018. 

AP/PTI

People survey outside the shopping mall which was damaged following earthquakes and a tsunami in Palu, Central Sulawesi, 
Indonesia, Sunday, Sept. 30, 2018. Rescuers try to reach trapped victims in collapsed buildings after hundreds of people are 
confirmed dead in a tsunami that hit two central Indonesian cities, sweeping away buildings with massive waves. 
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T
he ‘Face of Na-
galand’ (male 
category) was 
bagged by Suraj 
S u n a r  a n d 

Rovinou Lama was the 
winner of ‘Face of Naga-
land’ (female category) 
at the ‘Face of Nagaland’ 
season 3 organised by 
Ethnic Trendzanda at IMC 

hall in Dimapur on Sep. 
29 on the theme ‘being 
organic.’ 

An update issued on 
Sep. 30 from the organis-
ers stated that the event 
aimed to promote talented 
Naga youth as well as to 
provide the platform to re-
skill, nourish and enhance 
their confidence level. 

This year the contest 
was said to have had a 
new set of format where 
not only the male models 
competed for the title of 
‘Face of Nagaland’ but 
was given opportunity to 
the female models to pro-
mote and encourage the 
younger generation.

The contest was said to 

have been judged on three 
rounds: modern ethnic 
round, casual/designer 
round and formal/evening 
round by the proprietor of 
Aier’s Enclave guest house 
Temjenkala Aier, president 
of Nagaland Designer As-
sociation Rosou Rhi, and 
founder and director of 
Hope Center for excel-

lence Zubeno Mozhui. 
The first runners-up 

(male) was Nokpai Kon-
yak , the first runner-up 
(female) Vilika Shohe; and 
Mughatovi Zhimo(male) 
and Gifty Shohe the sec-
ond runner-up (female).  

The show had five 
subtitles each for male 
and female category. Mr. 
Photogenic was bagged 
by Chingom Konyak and 
Miss Photogenic by Yan-
beni Lotha, Mr. Talent was 
bagged by Chumlamo 
and Miss Talent by Pang-
lih Konyak, Lemwang won 
the title for Mr. Personality 
and Alilo Ayemi won the 
title of Miss Congenial-
ity; Best Body was bagged 
by Samuel Achy phom 
whereas Zuchano won 
Miss Perfect 10.

The event also wit-
nessed solo performances 
by  Thunglamo Ngullie, 
Vinivi Achumi and Nilokali 
Zhimo.

The show was hosted 
by Paukizone. Gihutoli 
Khulu, the director of Eth-
nic Trendzanda delivered 
the vote of thanks.

EMN

A
ctress-producer Leah Remini be-
lieves actress Katie Holmes could 
lose custody of her daughter Suri 
Cruise if the two were ever to 

speak again.
The “Scientology and the Aftermath” 

star, 48, opened up about her former friend 
to LaPalme magazine for their fall issue via 
Us Weekly.

“I thought comedy would be my life. 
I don’t consider myself a champion. The 
people who speak on the show are cham-
pions,” Remini told the magazine. 

“But I keep wondering — why haven’t 
Katie Holmes or Nicole Kidman spoken 
out? I assume they were forced to sign 
prohibitive documents.”

“Trust me, Katie’s not allowed to have 
a meal with me and we used to be close 
friends. She could lose custody of Suri. It’s 
quite sick, really,” Remini added.

Reps for both Kidman and Holmes 
did not immediately respond to PEOPLE’s 
request for comment.

Kidman, 51, was married to Tom 
Cruise, a Scientologist, from 1990 to 2001. 
The two adopted daughter Isabella, 25, and 
son Connor, 23, during their relationship.

Cruise also shares 12-year-old Suri with 
Holmes, whom he married in 2006 before 
their shocking split in 2012.

IANS

T
he first ever Mr. Kohima 2018 
organised by Meraki Entertain-
ment Nagaland is scheduled to 
be held on Nov. 17 at RCEMPA 

hall in Kohima.
An update from the organisers stated 

that altogether 15 finalists have been 
selected out of the 42 contestants who 
competed in the general audition and 
campus audition held in different col-
leges across Kohima

The competition is being organ-
ised with the objective to develop and 
stimulate the growth of Naga youth in 
the entertainment industry, to explore 
and augment talents, while intensifying 
and enhancing Naga culture, the update 
informed.

The first season is said to be a charity-
motivated event organised for the special 
children of Tabitha Enabling Academy.

EMN

Suraj Sunar and Rovinou Lama 
wins ‘Face of Nagaland’ season 3 

Gwyneth Paltrow 
weds Brad Falchuk

Lindsay Lohan gets punched in face

Kanye takes 
homeless man into 
studio to make music

Katie Holmes might lose custody 
of Suri because of Leah Remini

Mr. Kohima 2018 on Nov. 17 

Actress Gwyneth Paltrow married her fi-
ance of one year, Brad Falchuk, at her 
mansion in Long Island here.Guests included Robert Downey Jr, 

Jerry Seinfeld, Steven Spielberg and Benji Mad-
den even as Coldplay frontman and Paltrow’s 
former husband Chris Martin performed at the 
Global Citizen Festival here on Saturday, reported 
people.com.

The Oscar-winning actress, 46, and 47-year-
old Falchuk, producer of the “Assassination Of 
Gianni Versace”, have been together for four years 
but engaged for the past year. Together, Paltrow and Martin had two chil-

dren: Apple, 14, and Moses, 12. They married in 
2003 and were together for 10 years before “con-
sciously uncoupling”. They finalised their divorce 
in 2016.

It was in January that Paltrow and Falchuk an-
nounced their engagement on the cover of Goop 
Magazine’s ‘Sex & Love’ issue.In the magazine spread, Paltrow, who first met 

Falchuk during a guest appearance on “Glee” in 
2010, called him the “man I was meant to be with”.

IANS

A
ctress Lindsay Lohan 
accused Syrian refu-
gee parents of human 
trafficking and at-

tempted to take their children 
before getting punched in the 
face here.

The former child star 
filmed the bizarre incident 
and shared it as an Instagram 
Live on her account, reports 
foxnews.com.

According to TMZ, she be-
gins the video by saying, “Hey 
everyone I just want to show 
you a family I met, a Syrian 
refugee family. I’m going to 
introduce you to them.”

But the 32-year-old then 
accuses the Syrian parents of 
human trafficking their two 
boys. 

“Guys, you’re going the 

wrong way, my car is here, 
come,” Lohan tells the chil-
dren who continued to follow 
their parents as she chases 
them down the street.

“They’re trafficking chil-
dren, I won’t leave until I take 
you, now I know who you are, 
don’t f**k with me,” she added.

In an attempt to draw the 
children’s attention, Lohan, 
who spent a few years living 
in Dubai, can also be heard 
shouting Arabic phrases in 
what sounds like a Middle 
Eastern accent. When Lohan 
tried to grab one of the chil-
dren, and said “give me your 
hand”, she was punched in 
the face by a woman who ap-
pears to be the child’s mother, 
foxnews.com reported. 

IANS

New ‘Deadpool movie to open on Dec. 21
Hollywood studio 20th Century Fox has added a yet untitled “Deadpool” movie to its 
2018 slate. The move is a part of a few changes to the studio’s release calendar, including 
pushing back “Alita: Battle Angel” and “Dark Phoenix”, reports hollywoodreporter.com.
The “Deadpool” movie will open in wide release on December 21. Robert Rodriguez’s 
“Alita...” will move from December 21 to February 14, 2019 and “Dark Phoenix”, the next 
X-Men installment, moves from February 14, 2019 to June 7, 2019. The studio has also 
moved its long-in-development “X-Men” spinoff “Gambit”, from June 7, 2019 to March 13, 
2020. According to hollywoodreporter.com, the “Deadpool” film could be a kid-friendly 
re-release of “Deadpool 2”. The release date changes come as the pending Disney/Fox 
merger is expected to close in 2019, which will give Disney’s Marvel Studios the rights to 
the X-Men.  (IANS)

R
apper Kanye West was impressed by a 
homeless mans impromptu performance 
on the streets and he invited him into the 
studio to make music.

West stopped and listened to the homeless 
man’s rap on early Saturday morning, reports tmz.
com.

In a video shared by the publication, West can 
be seen enjoying the homeless man’s rap verses as 
he performs from the rapper on the road. 

The homeless man was beyond stoked and 
called it a “crazy a** miracle.”

IANS
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Madrid, Sep. 29 (IANS): 
Microsoft has announced 
an experimental release of 
“Robot Operating System 
(ROS1)” for Windows as a 
next step in bringing fea-
tures like Machine Learn-
ing (ML), computer vision, 
Internet of Things (IoT), 
Cloud services and other 
Microsoft technologies to 
home, education, commer-
cial and industrial robots.

The announcement 
comes as  part  of  the 
“ROSCon 2018” that is be-
ing in Madrid, Spain where 
Microsoft is demonstrating 
a “ROBOTIS Turtlebot 3” 
robot that recognises and 
steers towards the person 
closest to it and runs on the 
“Windows 10 IoT Enter-
prise” solution.

“This development will 

bring the manageability 
and security of ‘Windows 
10 Internet of Things (IoT) 
Enterprise’ solutions to 
the ‘ROS’ ecosystem,” Lou 
Amadio, Principal Software 
Engineer, Windows IoT, Mi-
crosoft wrote in a blog-post 
late on Friday. 

“ROS” is a set of libraries 
and tools that are used to 
build complex robots and 
“Windows 10 IoT Enter-
prise” delivers enterprise 
manageability and security 
solutions to industry based 
IoT devices used in retail, 
manufacturing, healthcare 
and other industries.

The tech giant has 
joined the ROS Industrial 
Consortium --an open 
source project that extends 
the advanced capabili-
ties of the ROS software to 

manufacturing -- to extend 
and improve the produc-
tivity and return on invest-
ment of industrial robots.

“Windows has been a 
trusted partner of robotic 
and industrial systems for 
decades and we’re looking 
forward to bringing the 
intelligent edge to robot-
ics by bringing more ad-
vanced features,” Amadio 
added.

With the advance-
ments of robots, Microsoft 
plans to experiment into 
advanced development 
tools. 

“Microsoft will host the 
Windows builds for ‘ROS1’ 
and shortly ‘ROS2’, as well 
as provide documenta-
tion, development and 
deployment solutions for 
Windows,” wrote Amadio.

New York, Sep. 29 (IANS): 
Women may perceive selfies 
on Instagram and other social 
media sites as less authentic if 
they know it has been edited, 
a new study suggests.

The findings, published 
in the journal Body Image, 
suggest that when women be-
lieved that selfies of thin and 
sexualised women had been 
edited, viewing these images 
had less negative impact on 
their mental health.

“Women see the edited 
photos as less authentic and 
it reduces the negative ef-
fect these images can have 
on them. They know that 
the online images might not 
reflect an offline reality,” said 
lead author Megan Vendemia 
from The Ohio State Univer-
sity in the US.

According to the re-
searcher, many studies have 
found that viewing thin and 
sexualised images of models 
or others can lead women 
to put more value on being 
slender themselves -- a line 
of thinking called thin ideal 

internalisation.
This internalisation can 

in turn lead to eating disor-
ders or other psychological 
problems. But the findings 
suggested that women were 
less likely to internalise the 
thin ideal if they believed the 
pictures they viewed were 
edited.

For the study, the re-
search team involved 360 
female college students who 
were told that the study was 
designed to determine how 
people evaluate images that 
appear on popular social 
media sites.

The team viewed 45 self-
ies, taken from public In-
stagram accounts of thin 
women in revealing clothing.

Some of the photos had 
icons, placed by the research-
ers, that indicated the image 
was edited in Photoshop or 
included an Instagram filter.

The results showed that 
the more participants per-
ceived that the photos were 
edited, the less they inter-
nalised the thin ideal.

Berlin, Sep. 30 (IANS): In 
its bid to become a mo-
bility provider with fully 
connected vehicle fleet, 
German automobile group 
Volkswagen has entered 
into a strategic partnership 
with Microsoft to lever-
age the US software giant’s 
Cloud expertise.

As part of the partner-
ship, the two companies 
will collaborate to develop 
the “Volkswagen Automo-
tive Cloud”, a dedicated 
platform for all future Volk-
swagen digital services and 
mobility offerings. 

In the future, Volkswa-
gen’s fleet of cars will be-
come mobile Internet of 
Things (IoT) hubs linked 
by Microsoft Azure, the 
German car maker said in 
a statement this week. 

“The strategic partner-
ship with Microsoft will 
turbocharge our digital 
transformation,” said Volk-
swagen CEO Herbert Diess. 

Via the Volkswagen Au-
tomotive Cloud, the auto-
mobile group plans to op-
timise the interconnection 
of vehicle, Cloud-based 
platform and customer-
centric services for all 
brands.

“Volkswagen is har-
nessing technology to digi-
tally transform and deliver 
innovative new connected 
car services to its custom-
ers,” said Satya Nadella, 
CEO of Microsoft. 

“The world’s leading 
companies run on Azure, 
and we are thrilled that 
Volkswagen has chosen 
Microsoft. Together we 

will reimagine the driv-
ing experience for people 
everywhere,” Nadella said. 

From 2020 onwards, 
more than five million 
new Volkswagen-brand 
vehicles per year will be 
fully connected and will be 
part of the IoT in the Cloud, 
Volkswagen said. 

In the future, all in-car 
services for vehicles of the 
core Volkswagen brand 
as well as the Group-wide 
Cloud-based platform 
will be built on Microsoft’s 
Azure cloud platform and 
services as well as Azure 
IoT Edge. 

Volkswagen said it 
would also establish a new 
automotive Cloud devel-
opment office in North 
America near Microsoft’s 
headquarters.

London, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Even as Facebook struggles 
to deal with a fresh data 
breach that affected near-
ly 50 million of its users, 
Google’s video streaming 
platform YouTube contin-
ues to host tutorials that 
claim to provide people 
ways to hijacking Face-
book accounts, the media 
reported.

Hours after Facebook 
revealed the breach on Fri-
day, some YouTube videos, 
which were seen several 

thousand times, described 
a method similar to the 
one used by the hackers to 
get access to the millions 
of Facebook accounts, The 
Telegraph reported on Sat-
urday.

In the fresh Facebook 
data breach case, hackers 
stole “access tokens” or 
digital keys that keep peo-
ple logged in to Facebook 
so they do not need to re-
enter their password every 
time they use the app.

Nathaniel Gleicher, 

Facebook’s Head of Cy-
ber Security Policy, told 
the Telegraph that he was 
“aware of certain videos 
describing different ele-
ments of the attack” and 
that the company was 
“looking into these to make 
sure people’s accounts are 
protected”. 

A Google spokesperson 
was quoted as saying that 
the company carries out 
a careful review of flagged 
content, and will remove 
videos that encourage ille-

gal activities of the hacking 
of accounts or sites with 
“malicious intentions”.

Guy Rosen, Facebook’s 
Vice President of Product 
Management, on Friday 
said the social networking 
giant had reset the access 
tokens of the almost 50 
million accounts it know 
were affected to protect 
their security. 

Rosen added that an-
other 40 million users 
might have got exposed to 
similar attacks.

Sao Paulo, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Regular exercise helps in 
removing toxic proteins in 
muscle cells that can lead to 
atrophy and muscle weak-
ness, says a new study.

The study, published 
in the journal Scientific 
Reports, showed that the 
lack of muscle stimulus 
results in a build-up of in-
adequately processed pro-
teins in muscle cells. 

“Daily exercise sensitis-
es the autophagic system, 
facilitating the elimination 
of proteins and organelles 
that aren’t functional in 
the muscles,” said one of 

the researchers, Julio Cesar 
Batista Ferreira, Assistant 
Professor at University of 
Sao Paulo in Brazil.

“Removal of these dys-
functional components is 
very important; when they 
accumulate, they become 
toxic and contribute to 
muscle cell impairment 
and death.”

Muscle weakness or 
wasting is a typical muscle 
dysfunction condition that 
affects the elderly or in-
dividuals suffering from 
sciatic nerve injury, some-
thing usually seen in bed-
ridden patients or work-

ers who spend long hours 
sitting.

Sciatic nerve injury is 
a painful injury from your 
lower back into the back or 
side or your legs. 

The study was con-
ducted on rats with in-
duced sciatic nerve injury. 

The pain sciatic nerve 
injury causes prevents an 
individual from using the 
affected leg, and eventu-
ally the muscles concerned 
weaken and atrophy.

After inducing sciatic 
nerve injury on the rats, the 
researchers prepared them 
for surgery. 

Before the surgical 
procedure, the rats were 
divided into two groups. 
One remained sedentary, 
and the other was given 
exercise training that con-
sisted of running at 60 per 
cent of maximum aerobic 
capacity for an hour a day, 
five days a week.

After four weeks of ex-
ercise training, the sur-
gery was performed, and 
the muscular dysfunction 
induced by sciatic nerve 
injury was found to be less 
aggressive in the aerobic 
exercise group than in the 
sedentary group.

Washington, Sep. 29 (PTI): “Dark 
microbial matter” — uncultured 
microbes whose characteristics have 
never been described — could be 
dominating nearly all the environ-
ments on the earth, scientists say. 
The study, published in the journal 
mSystems, is the first to estimate the 
population of microbes that have not 
yet been grown in a lab culture.

Researchers from the University 
of Tennessee in the U.S. believe that 

as many as a quarter of the microbes 
on earth could come from the roughly 
30 phyla — a taxonomic classification 
between kingdoms and classes — of 
microbes that have never been cul-
tured. To estimate how many uncul-
tured microbes call this planet home, 
researchers collected every DNA se-
quence deposited in public databases 
by researchers all over the world, total-
ling 1.5 million, and compared them 
to 26,000 DNA sequences of microbes 

and bacteria that have already been 
cultured. The study can be a valuable 
tool in fields such as medicine, where 
scientists have described cases of 
culture-resistant pathogens.

“It is possible that these microbes 
can’t grow on their own in culture 
because they die if they are removed 
from their intricate relationships with 
each other or their particular environ-
ment,” said Karen Lloyd of the Univer-
sity of Tennessee.

London, Sep. 30 (PTI): The warm 
glow of kindness is real, say scientists 
who found that selfless, altruistic acts 
activate reward areas of the brain in a 
unique manner.

For a study, published in the 
journal NeuroImage, researchers at 
University of Sussex in the UK un-
dertook a major analysis of existing 
research showing the brain scans 
relating to over 1,000 people making 
kind decisions.

For the first time, they split the 
analysis between what happens in 
the brain when people act out of 
genuine altruism -- where there’s 
nothing in it for them -- and when 
they act with strategic kindness -- 
when there is something to be gained 
as a consequence.

Researchers found that reward 
areas of the brain are more active -- ie 
use up more oxygen -- when people 
act with strategic kindness, when 
there is an opportunity for others to 
return the favour.

However, they also found that 
acts of altruism, with no hope of 
personal benefit, activate the reward 
areas of the brain too.

Some brain regions (in the ‘sub-
genual anterior cingulate cortex’) 
were more active during altruistic 
generosity, indicating that there 

is something unique about being 
altruistic with no hope of gaining 
something in return.

“This major study sparks ques-
tions about people having different 
motivations to give to others: clear 
self-interest versus the warm glow 
of altruism,” said Daniel Campbell-
Meiklejohn, from University of Sus-
sex.

“The decision to share resources 
is a cornerstone of any coopera-
tive society. Some people might say 
that ‘why’ we give does not matter, 
as long as we do,” said Campbell-
Meiklejohn.

“The finding of different moti-
vations for giving raises all sorts of 
questions, including what charities 
and organisations can learn about 
what motivates their donors,” said Jo 
Cutler, the PhD student at University 
of Sussex.

“Some museums, for example, 
choose to operate a membership 
scheme with real strategic ben-
efits for their customers, such as 
discounts.

Others will ask for a small altruis-
tic donation on arrival,” said Cutler.

“Organisations looking for con-
tributions should think about how 
they want their customers to feel,” 
she said.

New York, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Parents should keep a close 
watch on what kind of me-
dia content their children 
consume as researchers 
have found that teenagers 
exposed to TV and film 
violence and high levels of 
household conflict are at 
risk of engaging in aggres-
sive behaviours.

The findings, published 
online in the journal Ag-
gressive Behavior, suggest 
that parental monitoring 
help to protect against ag-

gressive behaviour.
“It was quite interesting 

that for adolescents who 
had high levels of media 
violence exposure, fam-
ily conflict, impulsivity and 
sensation-seeking, parental 
monitoring still continued 
to provide a protective ef-
fect against aggressive ten-
dencies,” said lead author 
Atika Khurana, Professor at 
the University of Oregon in 
the US. 

The findings are based 
on an online survey of some 

2,000 teenagers aged 14-17.
The participants were 

asked what shows they had 
watched, how many times 
they viewed each, and 
whether they had engaged 
recently in a physical fight, 
face-to-face bullying and 
cyberbullying as measures 
of aggression.

To measure family con-
flict, the teenagers were 
asked if their home life in-
volved criticism, hitting 
each other, cursing, arguing 
and throwing things when 

angry. 
Other questions probed 

parental supervision of me-
dia use, such as restricting 
and forbidding the view-
ing of violence and adult 
content.

The researchers found 
that media violence alone 
was a strong risk factor for 
aggression, even when the 
adolescents were low in all 
the other risk factors. 

“The effect is no doubt 
greater if you also have 
other risk factors such as 

family conflict and impul-
sivity, but it is nonetheless 
significant even for those at 
lower risk in other catego-
ries,” Khurana said.

She, however, cautioned 
that parental intervention 
in media viewing needs to 
be age appropriate. 

Actions that restrict or 
forbid viewing of violent 
media works best with 
younger adolescents but 
can be counterproductive 
with older teens, Khurana 
said.

You can now order experimental 
Martian soil for $20 per kg

Watching violent content on TV may make teenagers aggressive

Volkswagen partners with 
Microsoft to develop connected cars

Microsoft ‘Robot OS’ coming for Windows 10 Women find edited Instagram 
selfies as less authentic — Study

Selfless acts of kindness 
activate brain’s reward regions

Why it makes sense for camera makers to create lens for smartphones

Videos showing ‘how to hack Facebook’ running on YouTube

Daily exercise helps remove toxic proteins from muscles

‘Dark microbial matter’ dominates the earth

New York, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
The University of Central 
Florida (UCF) in the US 
has a unique product to 
sell - experimental Martian 
and asteroid soil. Interested 
buyers can get it for $20 a kg 
plus shipping.

For creating the Martian 
and asteroid soil known as 
simulants, the research-
ers developed a scientifi-
cally based, standardised 
method.

T h e  f o r m u l a  t h a t 
helped the astrophysicists 
at the university develop 
the experimental Martian 

soil is based on the chemi-
cal signature of the soils on 
Mars collected by NASA’s 
Curiosity rover, according 
to a study published in the 
journal Icarus.

“The simulant is useful 
for research as we look to 
go to Mars,” said Professor 
Dan Britt, a member of 
UCF’s Planetary Sciences 
Group. 

“If we are going to go, 
we’ll need food, water and 
other essentials. As we are 
developing solutions, we 
need a way to test how 
these ideas will fare,” Britt 

added.
For example, scientists 

looking for ways to grow 
food on Mars need to test 
their techniques on soil that 
most closely resembles the 
stuff on Mars.

“You wouldn’t want to 
discover that your method 
didn’t work when we are 
actually there,” Britt said. 

“What would you do 
then? It takes years to get 
there.”

The researchers said 
that because the formula is 
based on scientific meth-
ods and is published for 

all to use, even those not 
ordering through Univer-
sity of Central Florida can 
create dirt that can be used 
for experiments, which re-
duces the uncertainty level.

They believe there is a 
market for the simulant. At 
$20 a kilogram, plus ship-
ping, it may be easier to 
send UCF an order, than to 
try and make it in labs.

The team already has 
about 30 pending orders, 
including one from Ken-
nedy Space Center in the 
US for half a ton, UCF said 
in a statement this week.

New Delhi, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Smartphones, which are 
constantly threatening a 
whole bunch of devices 
around us, have now turned 
their focus on eliminating 
conventional cameras that 
have been part and parcel 
of our lives for years.

Last year, nearly 1.3 
trillion photos were taken 
globally -- up from 660 bil-
lion in 2013 -- and most of 
the images were taken on 
smartphones.

The ubiquitous smart-
phone camera is evolving in 
a way that, after complete-
ly marginalising compact 
digital cameras, it is now 
intimidating even the DSLR 
segment.

According to Japan-
b a s e d  Ca m e ra  Im a g -
ing Products Association 
(CIPA), in 2012, more than 
100 million digital still 
cameras were produced. In 
2017, the number dropped 
to just over 25 million and is 
further nosediving.

Just this year in July, the 
shipment numbers for digi-
tal cameras dropped a mas-
sive 23 per cent, compared 
to the same period last year.

On the contrary, more 
than a billion smartphones 
will be sold in India over the 
next five years, taking the 
number of users from 400 
million currently to over 
700 million by 2022, says 
Hong Kong-based Counter-
point Research.

It is high time, say in-
dustry experts, that cam-
era manufacturers explore 
making lens for smart-
phones, the way German 
camera maker Leica and 
Japan’s Sony are already do-
ing, to write a fresh growth 
story.

For the hyper-compet-
itive smartphone brands, 
the focus of energies and 
investments is now centred 
on improving their camera 
experience and they are 
looking for partners.

“For camera manufac-

turers, this interest from 
smartphone brands in 
partnering with them is 
opportune -- both as a rev-
enue stream as well as a 
growth booster,” Prabhu 
Ram, Head-Industry Intel-
ligence Group, CyberMedia 
Research (CMR), told IANS. 

Sensing the immense 
possibilities, some of the 
top camera makers have 
diversified while others like 
Canon and Nikon still live 
in denial mode.

Huawei P20 Pro is the 
world’s first smartphone 
to feature a triple-camera 
system from Leica. Sony 
is making sensors for its 
smartphones, as well as 
for others, for a DSLR-like 
experience.

According to Ram, even 
those camera manufac-
turers who are currently 
shying away and are fo-
cused on manufacturing 
professional segment cam-
eras alone, will have to soon 
start putting their ener-

gies into the smartphone 
lenses.

“With smartphones, 
for all practical purposes, 
emerging as the primary 
go-to imaging device for 
casual users, internal esti-
mates by CMR point to the 
market for digital compact 
cameras declining further 
in the coming years,” Ram 
emphasised.

According to reports, 
electronics manufacturer 
Casio has exited the digital 
compact camera market.

Nikon,  one of  the 
world’s largest producers 
of optics and imaging prod-
ucts, has shut a factory in 
eastern China that assem-
bles cameras, becoming 
the latest victim of smart-
phones.

Lytro, a US-based pio-
neering light field camera 
company, has officially an-
nounced it’s winding down 
operations.

According to C.K. Lu, 
Research Director at Gart-
ner, camera quality is al-
ways the first feature that 
smartphone consumers 
focus on (only behind bat-
tery standby time).

“Smartphones already 
impact sales of digital com-
pact cameras. If you look 
at photos on Cloud (such 
as Facebook, Flickr, Google 
Photo or iCloud), most 
are generated by smart-
phones,” Lu told IANS.

According to Shobhit 
Srivastava, Research Ana-
lyst at Counterpoint, the 
advancement in smart-
phone camera has impact-
ed the point-and-shoot 
(with in-built lenses) digi-
tal cameras the most.

“On the other hand, the 
better smartphone camera 
has created more photog-

raphy enthusiasts/hob-
byists that move to DSLRs 
to satisfy their need for a 
better image quality,” he 
noted.

We have seen the two 
industries -- digital cam-
era and mobile phones -- 
come together in the past, 
with Carl-Zeiss lens featur-
ing in several smartphones 
and the recent Leica and 
Huawei association.

“It is a win-win situ-
ation for both as it gives 
a differentiating factor to 
a smartphone in a highly 
competitive market and a 
chance for camera manu-
facturers to increase their 
scale,” Srivastava main-
tained.

Experts warn that not 
just the digital point-and-
shoot cameras but also the 
professional camera seg-
ment will be under threat 
with the current trend of 
smartphone camera in-
novation.

“Consider, for instance, 

the new upcoming smart-
phones, like the Samsung 
Galaxy A9 -- coming with 
four rear lenses -- or the 
Nokia 9, expected to debut 
with a five-rear-lens sys-
tem,” said Ram.

Ram predicted that 
smartphone photos will 
potentially rival that of 
DSLRs and will signal the 
beginning of the end of 
professional cameras.

“The professional cam-
era is already a niche mar-
ket for professional use,” 
added Lu.

Apple CEO Tim Cook 
said last week that the new 
luxury iPhone has replaced 
your digital camera as you 
don’t have a separate one 
anymore.

Disruption comes with 
a definite cost. Those who 
understand it and begin 
diversifying gain while oth-
ers lose the race. Learn 
from Nokia and Blackberry 
when it comes to smart-
phone disruption.
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Hamilton wins in Russia 
to extend lead in title race

Hazare Trophy: Nagaland beat Manipur by 9 wickets

Martyrs' trophy second round to begin today

Messi and co 'angry' after Barcelona slip up again

Without Bale, Real Madrid 
prepares for CL clash with Moscow

ISL-5: Bengaluru edge past Chennaiyin FCDDTTA meeting on Oct. 1

CPL: Nizams FC, CASE FC, Sporting 
Union, and Trinity Sporting registers win

AP/PTI

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain celebrates with the trophy 
after winning the Russian Formula One Grand Prix at the Sochi Autodrom 
circuit in Sochi, Russia on Sun. Sep. 30.

AP/PTI

FC Barcelona's Lionel Messi, left, duels for the ball against Athletic 
Bilbao's Mikel San Jose during the Spanish La Liga soccer match at the 
Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain on Sep. 29.

Gareth Bale

Bengaluru FC players celebrate after scoring a goal against Chennaiyin FC during their ISL-5 encounter at the Sree Kanteereva Stadium in 
Bengaluru on Sun. Sep. 30.

Team Nagaland

Sochi (Russia), Sep. 30 
( A F P ) :  L e w i s  Ha m i l -
ton increased his lead in 
this year's drivers' world 
championship to 50 points 
when he claimed an ac-
complished victory, aided 
by Mercedes team tactics, 
in Sunday's Russian Grand 
Prix.

The defending four-
time champion, who start-
ed second on the grid, was 
helped again by Mercedes 
team-mate Valtteri Bottas, 
who allowed him to over-
take and then defended 
him from attack by title 
rival Sebastian Vettel of Fer-
rari, as he battled to finish 
second.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin, who sat next to 
former F1 supremo Bernie 
Ecclestone after a late ar-
rival at the Sochi Autodrom, 
saw the Briton make the 
most of Mercedes' strat-
egy and a thrilling passing 
move on Vettel in what was 
an intriguing contest.

Bottas had started on 
pole and was unhappy at 
being asked to obey team 
orders that deprived him 
of a possible victory as he 
came home 2.5 seconds be-
hind Hamilton, who looked 

sheepish about it all after 
the race.

Vettel finished third in 
the race and the German 

saw Hamilton extend his 
lead over him in the stand-
ings.

It was Hamilton's third 
win in Russia, his fifth in 
six races and the 70th of his 
career, confirming he has 
the momentum to clinch a 
fifth title triumph with five 
races remaining.

Kimi Raikkonen fin-
ished fourth for Ferrari 
ahead of Red Bull's Max 
Verstappen who marked his 
21st birthday with a rousing 
drive, including a spell as 
race leader, from 19th on 
the grid.

Renault-bound Red 
Bull driver Daniel Ricciardo 
and Ferrari-bound Charles 
Leclerc of Sauber filled the 
next placings. Kevin Mag-
nussen finished eighth for 
Haas ahead of job-hunting 
Frenchman Esteban Ocon 
and his Force India team-
mate Sergio Perez.

Mercedes team chief 
Toto Wolff left the luckless 
Bottas with no choice, but 
he tried to comfort the Finn 
afterwards.

"Valtteri, this is Toto – a 
difficult day for you, dif-
ficult for us – let's get to-
gether and discuss it later," 
Wolff said.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): Nagaland 
beat Manipur in the ongoing Vijay 
Hazare trophy on Sun. Sep. 30.

In an update received here on Sun. 
Sep. 30, Nagaland easily beat Manipur 
by 9 wickets at Nadiad in Gujratat. Na-
galand now has three wins and three 
losses with still two matches to go in 
the Plate Group-D premier trophy of 
the BCCI.

Nagaland captain, Jonathan Rong-
sen won the toss and decided to field 

first. Manipur first three wickets fell 
for just 9 runs and thereafter wickets 
fell at regular intervals even though 
Nagaland was playing without two 
of their frontline bowlers who are out 
due to injury.

With this win Nagaland defeated 
Meghalaya, Manipur and Sikkim and 
lost to Puducherry, Bihar and Uttra-
khand.

Nagaland now faces Arunachal 
Pradesh on October 2 and Mizoram 

on October 6.
Brief scores:
Manipur: 144 all out n 43.3 overs
Bonny-28 runs, Yaspal Singh-41 runs, 
and Priyojit-35 runs
Arun, Abrar, Imliwati and Hokaito of 
Nagaland took 2 wickets each.
Nagaland: 147 for 1 in 3.2 overs
Nitesh-41 runs, Sedezhalie-52 runs, 
Pawan KB-50 runs
Bishworji took 1 wicket for Manipur
Nagaland won by 9 wickets.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
The second round of the 
19th edition of the ongo-
ing NSF Martyrs' Memo-
rial Trophy organised by the 
Angami Students' Union 
will begin from Monday at 
12 pm onwards at the Ko-
hima local ground. .

Till the culmination of 
the first round, 75 goals 
were scored so far in 15 
matches with seven hat-
trick scorer including two 
tie-breaker and 25 yellow 
cards for unsporting be-
haviour. 

The first round also 
witnessed a record-setting 

match, with Kohima Eagles 
FC scoring as many as 15 
goals wherein Rhitso Mero 
scored eight goals who also 
is the leading scorer of the 
tournament till the end of 
the first round. 

The tournament offi-
cially kicked-off on Septem-
ber 22 with 47 participating 

teams from within and out-
side the state vying for the 
coveted title. 
Today’s matches
Khrietho FC Zhadima vs 
Rising Star (Mizoram) at 
12am
Friends United New Market 
vs Monsang S. U (Manipur) 
at 2pm

Barcelona, Sep. 30 (Re-
uters): Barcelona captain 
Lionel Messi says the La 
Liga champions are “an-
gry” about dropping seven 
points in their last three 
league games after he came 
off the bench to help his 
side scrape a 1-1 draw at 
home to Athletic Bilbao on 
Saturday.

Messi was a surprise 
absentee from the starting 
line-up, along with Sergio 
Busquets, but he and the 
Spain midfielder were both 
called into action in the 
second half after Oscar de 
Marcos had put the visitors 
ahead.

The Argentinian hit the 
woodwork for the seventh 
time this season as Bar-
ca desperately chased an 
equaliser following their 2-1 
defeat at lowly Leganes on 
Wednesday and 2-2 draw 
with Girona last weekend, 
eventually providing the 
cross for Munir El Had-
dadi’s 84th-minute leveller.

“We are not anxious be-
cause the season is long and 

has only just started, but we 
are angry about the last re-
sults,” Messi told reporters. 
“We didn’t expect them.

“Against Leganes we 
played well in the first half 
and lost, and today we cre-
ated chances to win but 
couldn’t.”

De Marcos’s volley was 
the eighth goal the La Liga 
champions have conceded 
in seven games this season 
and Messi said his side ur-
gently needed to improve 
in defence.

“We are aware that we 
have to be much stronger 
defensively,” added Messi, 
who inherited the Barca 
captaincy from the de-
parted Andres Iniesta this 
season.

“Last year we hardly 
conceded goals but now 
teams are scoring against us 
with their first attempt. We 
cannot afford to concede 
goals in every game.

“We have to improve 
and become stronger in 
defence, which is the most 
important thing.”

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
Week 2 of the ongoing 
CASE Premier League 4 
saw Nizams FC, CASE FC, 
Sporting Union and Trinity 
Sporting registering wins 
at the Chumukedima local 
ground and DGP ground on 
Saturday.

Last season runners-up 
Nizams FC blanked Su-
per Strikers 3-0, register-
ing their second consecu-
tive win this season. A one 
touch pass from Angam 
opened up the Super Strik-
ers defense as Themreiso 
swiftly broke his marker to 
beat the keeper and give 
Nizams the lead in the first 
half.

Early in the second half, 

Pele beat the offside trap 
to latch onto Angam’s pass 
and slotted the ball home. 
Pele would score another 
goal minutes later, this time 
with assist from Lalbem. 
Super Strikers had a num-
ber of chances but Nizams’ 
custodian Temsumeren 
had an outstanding day on 
the field as he produced a 
string of saves from one-
on-ones.

New entrants Sporting 
Union edged over Natak 
FC 1-0 in a closely con-
tested match. Thiangam-
long scored the lone goal 
with a volley that left the 
keeper defenseless in the 
19th minute. The Nataks 
made a flurry of attempts to 

equalise but remained un-
fruitful as the Union keeper 
was quick on his feet to 
thwart any shots on goal.

CASE FC registered 
their second consecutive 
win on Saturday by defeat-
ing FC Joga Bonito 1-0. Suya 
gave the winning side the 
lead with a long-range ef-
fort that saw the back of the 
net in the 6th minute while 
Ringo failed to convert two 
golden opportunities.

The Joga Bonito players 
continued to attack relent-
lessly until stoppage time, 
but the CASE defensive 
setup proved too strong for 
them to penetrate. 

The main highlight 
of the day was the match 

between Trinity Sporting 
and Ruboo United as the 
three-time league winners 
outwitted the newcomers 
5-1 in a dominant fashion.

Ruboo United started 
off strong initially with 
Jungshi scoring the first 
goal in as early as the 7th 
minute. With a couple of 
missed chances, Trinity 
managed to equalise with a 
goal from Atokito.

After the lemon break, a 
renewed Trinity team took 
the lead with Viseyie scor-
ing in the opening min-
utes of the second half – he 
would go on to score a hat-
trick. Atokito also added 
another to the tally in the 
56th minute.

Messi’s strike partner, 
Luis Suarez, also criticised 
the team’s display and said 
they needed to rid them-
selves of their dependence 
on their all-time top scorer.

“He is the best in the 
world but we can’t rely on 
Leo to always sort every-
thing out for us,” Suarez 
said.

“The other players here 
are here on our own merits 

and we can’t depend on 
him or Busquets, we should 
have been winning when 
they came on to the pitch.”

The Argentinian, asked 
about Suarez’s comments, 
said he agreed with his 
teammate. “We have the 
squad and the players to 
be a great team and not 
depend on anyone, like it 
always used to be at Barca,” 
Messi added.

Dimapur, Sep. 30 (EMN): 
The Dimapur District 
Table Tennis Association 
(DDTTA) informs all its 
office bearers, executive 
members and registered 
players that there will be 
an emergency meeting on 

October 1 at 4 p.m. in the 
multipurpose stadium.

In an update received 
through the general secre-
tary of DDTTA, the meet-
ing will discuss about se-
lection of players for the 
forthcoming State Open 

and Inter-district table 
tennis championship to 
be held in October, be-
sides other issues.

All members are re-
quested to attend the 
meeting positively, added 
the update.

Madrid, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Real Madrid returned to 
training on Sunday in prep-
aration for the upcoming 
UEFA Champions League 
clash with CSKA Moscow, 
but without Welsh forward 
Gareth Bale, who was out 
due to injury.

Real Madrid was held to 
a 0-0 La Liga draw on Sat-
urday in the Madrid derby 
against cross-town rival 
Atletico, ahead of Tuesday's 
trip to the Russian capital 
in the Champions League 
group stage, reports Efe.

Bale underwent medi-
cal tests to determine 
whether he has a muscle 
injury, after being replaced 
at halftime during the Ma-
drid derby.

Coach Julen Lopetegui 
led Sunday's training, in 
which the starters against 
Atletico performed a recov-
ery session.

Isco, who recently un-

derwent surgery for appen-
dicitis, and Marcelo, who 
suffers a muscular problem, 
did not exercise on Sun-
day, while Alvaro Odriozola 
worked out normally.

Vinicius Jr, who made 
his La Liga debut against At-
letico, also joined the train-
ing and is looking to make 
his Champions League de-
but in Moscow.

Bengaluru, Sep. 30 (IANS): 
Bengaluru FC got their Indi-
an Super League campaign 
off to a perfect start with 
a 1-0 win over defending 
champions Chennaiyin FC 
at the Sree Kanteerava sta-
dium here on Sunday.

In what was a repeat 
of last season's final at the 
same venue, Miku's 41st 
minute strike was enough 
for the Blues to overcome 
the visitors' challenge. 

Chennaiyin FC will be 
disappointed as they got 
nothing out of this game, 
particularly after they were 
gifted two gild-edge chanc-
es to take the lead.

Bengaluru, though, 
were quick to get off the 
blocks with Eric Paartalu 
being gifted an excellent 
chance as early as the third 
minute. 

After some scrappy play 
in the Chennaiyin box fol-
lowing a throw-in by Rahul 
Bheke, the loose ball fell to 
the Australian midfielder's 
feet but his snap shot was 
aimed straight at goalkeep-
er Karanjit Singh.

The visitors started 
to gain a foothold in the 
match through their quick 
breaks as the minutes wore 
on and they should have 
drawn first blood midway 
into the game. 

Gregory Nelson and 
Jeje Lalpekhlua broke at 
pace following an error by 
Bheke and Nelson's per-
fectly threaded through ball 

left the India striker one-on-
one with Gurpreet. 

As the Bengaluru goal-
keeper rushed forward, 
Jeje slotted the ball for a 
completely unmarked Ger-
manpreet Singh but his 
pass was over-hit with the 
Chennaiyin midfielder un-
able to direct it towards an 
empty goal.

Bengaluru were see-
ing plenty of the ball but 
failed to make it count 
while Chennaiyin contin-
ued to look dangerous on 
the break. 

Another Bheke mistake 
around the half-an-hour 
mark almost gifted Chen-

naiyin with a goal after his 
poor back-pass was inter-
cepted by Jeje. The off-bal-
ance Chennaiyin forward 
had only Gurpreet to beat 
but lost his footing.

Gurpreet then pulled 
off a fine save from a long-
distance effort by German-
preet before Bengaluru 
took the lead against the 
run of play.

Xisco Hernandez won 
the ball following a midfield 
scrap and quickly released 
Miku behind the Chennai-
yin defence with a perfectly 
weighted pass. 

The Venezuelan striker 
unleashed a thunderbolt of 

a shot which, despite being 
aimed at Karanjit's near 
post, left the Chennaiyin 
goalkeeper with no chance.

The visitors came close 
to grabbing an equaliser 
straight after the interval 
following a long-throw into 
the Bengaluru box. 

The resulting loose ball 
fell to Inigo Calderon at 
the edge of the box whose 
blocked shot fell to Eli Sabia 
with his back to goal. The 
central defender's clever 
backheel unfortunately was 
directed straight to the rival 
goalkeeper.

The visitors took the 
game to the opposition 

in the second period with 
Bengaluru looking danger-
ous on the break.

One such break in the 
72nd minute found Sunil 
Chhetri with some space 
in the Chennaiyin box but 
Calderon was quick to re-
cover and deny the Benga-
luru skipper the chance to 
put the match to bed.

Gregory threw caution 
to the wind in the clos-
ing stages by bringing on 
striker Carlos Salom for 
defender Mailson Alves. But 
while Chennaiyin threw the 
kitchen sink, the hosts held 
on to their lead for a perfect 
start to their campaign.


