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Left to right: Neiphiu Rio participating in a state-wide mass social work campaign organised by the state government on Saturday in Kohima. A woman in Dimapur sweeps a deserted locality road early Saturday 
morning.   
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Our Correspondent
Kohima Sep. 29 (EMN): Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio on Saturday asked 
whether the residents of Kohima 
were ‘ashamed or proud’ to inhabit a 
‘city’ that was recently tagged the sec-
ond-most unliveable in the country.   

While leading the state-wide 
community sanitation work, at the 
PHQ junction in Kohima, Rio re-
ferred to a study conducted by Ease 
of Living Index and released by the 
Union Ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs which ranked Nagaland’s 
capital 110 out of 111 cities surveyed 
to determine the most unliveable 
cities in India.

He appealed to the citizens to 
‘wake up from their slumber and 
restore the pride of the state as Ko-
hima is the mirror of Nagaland.’ He 
expressed confidence that everyone 
would contribute to making Kohima 
clean again.

The chief minister assured that 
the Nagaland government would 
commit to restoring roads in Kohima 
and Dimapur within a year for which 
he appealed to colony leaders, NGO 
and landowners to cooperate with 

the government. 
Rio mentioned that the depart-

ment of Road and Bridges would 
give special care to all the districts 
and sub-divisions. He said that the 
government would float open ten-
ders in the coming weeks to build the 
proposed roads and that contractors 
would be scrutinised and selected 
based on their previous records.

Referring to the laidback at-
titude of Naga people, Neiphiu Rio 
felt that they were ‘spoilt and knew 
only to receive, not give,’ and resort-
ing to ‘blame game’ especially at 
the government for their misery. He 
said everyone has a responsibility to 
contribute to the common good of 
the society. 

Also, Rio said that the govern-
ment would ensure that the street-
lights are working, commercial build-
ings painted and clean. Or else, he 
said, penalty would be imposed. He 
mentioned that the augmentation of 
water supply to Kohima town from 
Teupuiki and Dzupfu River (Khon-
oma-Poilwa village) would see the 
light of day soon as the government 
was pursuing it earnestly. However, 

citizens will have to pay for the serv-
ices, he reminded.

Dr. Neikiesalie Kire, advisor to 
Rural Development, said Kohima is 
like a mini-India where a population 
of people from different races, tribes 
and religions live peacefully. He ap-
pealed to the citizens to take respon-
sibility of their surroundings every 
day. He cited an instance: In Mokokc-
hung town, citizens there take collec-
tive responsibility in ‘cleaning their 
surroundings religiously.’

 "If we clean our surrounding 
everyday and dispose garbage off 
where it should be thrown, it won't 
be necessary to conduct mass social 
works except along the National 
Highways and some public places," 
he said.

The sanitation drive will culmi-
nate on Oct. 2 coinciding with the 
commemoration of the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Swachh Bharat day. During the 
four-day work, the focus will be on 
cleaning and clearing debris left 
behind by the recent monsoon rains 
across the state.

Related news on page 3

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
and the Eastern Nagaland 
College Students’ Union 
(ENCSU) have once again 
asserted that they will not 
accept the post-matric 
scholarship money in in-
stalments. 

The two organisations 
issued a statement on Sat-
urday expressing ‘shock 
and dismay at the Nagaland 
government’s decision’ to 
pay the scholarship money 
for the year 2017-18 in in-
stalments despite repeated 
appeals for full payment. 

“The ANCSU and ENC-
SU officials have met the 
department officials, com-
missioner and secretary of 
Higher and Technical Edu-
cation and the concerned 
minister (sic) for Higher and 
Technical Education for dis-
bursement of full amount to 
the beneficiaries. However, 
to our utter dismay the de-
partment of Higher Educa-
tion is all set to disburse the 
half amount of scholarship 
to the beneficiaries as first 
instalment. 

“It was agreed upon that 
full payment shall be given 
to the beneficiaries while 
anticipating the remaining 
amount from the central 
government after submit-
ting the SIT report which is 
yet to be sanctioned by the 
ministry. The agreement is 
not honoured which is an 
insult and direct challenge 
to the students’ commu-
nity,” the statement read.

They stated that it was 
not the students’ fault that 
the state government was 
facing ‘funding problems 
from the Union Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs.’ 

‘The total required 
amount for the year 2017-
18 is INR 30,60,17,435 in-
cluding 10% state matching 
share for 29,130 beneficiar-
ies. However, due to delay 
in submission of SIT re-
port for the year 2010-2015 
the central government is 
not releasing the remain-
ing amount. The students 
‘community was told on 
many occasions that the 
central government is ready 
to release the remaining to 
Nagaland government after 
submission of SIT report,’ 
according to the statement. 

The state government, 
it informed, had formed an 
SIT to probe the utilisation 
of said scholarship fund for 
2010-15 as well as for 2016-
17. “The SIT report for the 
year 2016-17 was submitted 
long ago however the report 
for the year 2010-2015 could 
not be prepared on time 
due to many untold rea-
sons which is best known 
to the Special Investigation 
Team and concerned de-
partment (sic). The ANCSU 
and ENCSU shall not accept 
any kind of manipulated or 
compromised SIT report.” 

It demanded that the 
SIT reports be ‘placed in 
public domain.’  

“The central govern-
ment is insisting the state 
government for submission 
of SIT report for the year 
2010-2015 after which the 
remaining amount could 
be sanctioned. However, 
due to all the above-men-
tioned reasons and facts the 
students are victimised at 
large,” it stated. 

The students, according 
to the two organisations, are 
not ready to accept partial 
payment.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 29: The chief 
minister of Bihar, Nitish Ku-
mar, donated INR one cr. 
to Nagaland chief minister’s 
relief fund on Saturday.

In a message to Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio, Kumar 
stated: “I am deeply distressed 
and saddened by tragic loss of 
lives and large scale damages 
caused by landslide, and flash 
floods in Nagaland. I convey 
heartfelt condolence to all 
victims and their families on 
behalf of the people of Bihar.” 

“No one knows better 
than the people of Bihar about 
the miseries caused by natural 
calamities during flood. I am 
sending a small contribu-
tion of INR 1 cr. from Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund, Bihar 

for relief and rehabilitation 
works in landslides and floods 
affected areas.” 

Kumar expressed confi-
dence in the leadership of Rio 
and stated: “I am confident 
that under your able guid-
ance and leadership, people of 
Nagaland would recover soon 
from the losses that they have 
suffered.”

Rio, in his twitter handle, 
replied to Kumar: “Humbled 
by the generous gesture made 
by Hon'ble CM of #Bihar @
NitishKumar on #nagaland-
floods. The contribution of 
INR 1 cr. will make a huge dif-
ference in rebuilding the lives 
of flood and landslide victims 
in the state of #Nagaland. @
narendramodi @KirenRijiju @
rajnathsingh.” 

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
The founding editor of East-
ern Mirror, Abu Metha was 
recently selected by the Unit-
ed States government to par-
ticipate in a special exchange 
programme—the Regional 
Project for Asia Pacific, South 
and Central Asia—under the 
aegis of the International 
Visitor Leadership Program 
(IVLP). Metha is current the 
secretary general of the Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party. 

A statement from the 
party on Saturday informed 
that the exchange pro-
gramme was specifically ‘in 
line’ with the US govern-
ment’s Indo-Pacific strategy.   

“Some of the world’s top 
leaders in all fields have par-
ticipated in the IVLP in the 
past decades. More than 
250 personalities who have 
attended the IVLP have 
gone on to become heads 
of states, including former 
Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, former In-
dian President Pratibha Pa-
tel, former British PM Tony 
Blair and present British PM 
Theresa May,” it stated. 

In  Washington DC, 
Metha participated in a pod-
cast interview that was aired 
and broadcast to a global 
audience, it stated. “It was 
perhaps the first time that 
a leader from Nagaland got 
the opportunity to highlight 
the Nagas’ search for peace 
and political solution in the 
capital city of the world’s 
most powerful nation. 

“The interview is more 
significant considering the 
fact that it was hosted by 
the CSIS, a recognised and 
acknowledged global think-
tank that is headquartered 
in the US Capital. Metha 
highlighted the need for a 
political solution that is dem-

ocratic and the aspiration of 
the Nagas to live together as 
members of the same family. 
He voiced confidence that 
the government of India and 
the Nagas would arrive at a 
democratic solution,” the 
statement read. 

Metha shared Vajpayee’s 
statement at Kohima in 2003 
that India acknowledges the 
unique history of the Nagas. 
“In line with this approach, 
the Modi government had 
signed the framework agree-
ment and he stated that two 
decades was good enough 
time for confidence building, 
better understanding and ap-
preciation of each other for a 
solution to be arrived at.”

Asked about the NDPP 
alliance with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the 
priorities of the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government, he said the BJP 
understood the pulse of the 
people and had a pre-poll 
alliance with the NDPP; and 
that the PDA government 
under Neiphiu Rio was fo-
cusing on improving infra-
structure, building roads and 
ensuring good and transpar-
ent government. 

He stated that genera-
tions of Nagas had grown 
up under an environment 
of conflict and violence and 
these aspects had negatively 
impacted their lives and so-
ciety. Metha stated that the 
realisation of peace through 
a democratic solution would 
pave the way for a new era of 
development and progress. 
“We have a vibrant and ca-
pable younger generation 
who need to be given real 
peace and opportunities.” 

The podcast interview of 
Metha can be listened at the 
link: www.cogitasia.com/cog-
itasia-podcast-spotlight-on-
nagaland-post-insurgency. 

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): The Rajya 
Sabha member from Nagaland, KG 
Kenye has asked the authorities of 
the Northeast Frontier Railways 
(NFR) to ‘intervene immediately’ 
and improve the condition of the 
Dimapur railway station. 

A statement from the MP’s pub-
licity officer on Saturday informed 
that Kenye had attended a ‘con-
sultative meeting’ between the NFR 
authorities and the members of 
Parliament representing the area 
covered by the Lumding division, on 
September 28 at Maligoan in Assam.

Kenye stated that the Dimapur 
railway station should not be ne-
glected in terms of infrastructure as it 
serves passengers from the states of 
Nagaland, Manipur as well as parts 
of Assam.  

“He specifically raised lack of 
basic amenities and unhygienic con-
dition of this station which has to be 

addressed without further delay. To 
his query why waiting shed at plat-
form no. 2 could not be constructed 
till today, the NFR replied land en-
croachment was the main factor 
impeding to take up the project. 

“While assuring the NFR to lend 
his assistance to solve land encroach-
ment and other related issues, the 
MP requested the chief engineer of 
the division to plan out an alternative 
for construction of the much needed 
waiting shed at platform No. 2 as the 
land encroachment issue would take 
time in case the matter is lying with 
the court,” the statement read. 

Kenye also demanded construc-
tion of restrooms for passengers 
and installation of solar plants on 
the roof, the statement informed. 
‘He also made an enquiry on the 
progress of the ongoing Dimapur 
(Dhansiri) to Zubza (in Kohima) rail-
way project and sought completion 

of the project within the stipulated 
time,’ it stated.  

Besides improvement of infra-
structure and amenities, the MP 
suggested adoption of a reservation 
policy in the railways’ recruitment 
system. He reasoned that having 
local employees would be advanta-
geous as various ethnic communi-
ties with unique problems inhabit 
the area that is covered by the Lum-
ding division.        

Kenye reminded that the NFR 
serves ‘a very important region’ 
covering eight states, which makes 
it the biggest railway division in the 
country, surrounded by five coun-
tries, and politically strategic but 
hypersensitive area from the security 
perspective. He demanded an in-
crease in the number of the Railway 
Protection Force for the division ‘in 
order to ensure the safety of the pas-
sengers, from unwanted activities.’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 29: In a major blow to Fa-
cebook Inc.’s move to regain the trust of its 
billions of users across the globe after be-
ing hit hard by a privacy scandal in March 
this year, over 50 million accounts were 
compromised earlier this week following a 
massive data breach that allowed hackers 
to gain login access of users.

The social media giant that boasts of 
having 2.23 billion monthly active users 
was earlier embroiled in a scandal involv-
ing British data analytics and election 
strategy firm Cambridge Analytica that 
harvested user-data of nearly 87 million 
people without their consent. It made the 
company’s CEO Mark Zuckerberg to testify 
in the United States Congress and pledge to 
protect user data.

Facebook made a shocking revelation 
on Friday that it found out a security issue 
affecting almost 50 million accounts on 
September 25 and that the hackers stole 
access tokens of its users through one of its 
features called “View As.”

“...it’s clear that attackers exploited a 
vulnerability in Facebook’s code that im-
pacted “View As” a feature that lets people 
see what their own profile looks like to 
someone else. This allowed them to steal 
Facebook access tokens which they could 
then use to take over people’s accounts,” 
said By Guy Rosen, VP of Product Manage-
ment, Facebook, in a statement.

“Access tokens are the equivalent of 
digital keys that keep people logged in to 
Facebook so they don’t need to re-enter 
their password every time they use the 
app,” he added.

Facebook has said that it has taken 
stock of the situation by fixing the vulner-
ability and informing law enforcement, 
turning off View As” feature, resetting ac-
cess tokens of almost 50 million compro-
mised accounts, and taking precautionary 
measure of resetting access tokens for 
another 40 million accounts.

“As a result, around 90 million people 
will now have to log back in to Facebook, or 
any of their apps that use Facebook Login. 

After they have logged back in, people will 
get a notification at the top of their News 
Feed explaining what happened,” it said.

The social media giant said that it was 
not only the “View As” feature but also its 
new version of video uploader that opened 
the doors to the hackers. It added that 
“when the video uploader appeared as part 
of View As, it generated the access token 
not for you as the viewer, but for the user 
that you were looking up.” 

Meanwhile, cyber experts have warned 
over 2.3 billion users to log out and log back 
into Facebook, or any of third-party apps 
that use Facebook login, according to IANS. 

"For now, logging out and back in is 
all that is necessary. The truly concerned 
should use this as a reminder and an op-
portunity to review all of their security 
and privacy settings on Facebook and all 
other social media platforms," Chester 
Wisniewski, Principal Research Scientist 
with global cyber security major Sophos, 
told the news agency. 

Dr Gary McGraw, Vice President of 

Security Technology, Synopsys (Software 
Integrity Group), told IANS that this breach 
emphasises just how important software 
security is, and how subtle solid security 
engineering can be. 

"When a feature like 'View As' can 
be turned on its head into an exploit, it 
indicates a design problem that led to un-
anticipated security vulnerability," noted 
Dr McGraw, adding that “design flaws like 
this lurk in the mind boggling complexity 
of today's commercial systems, and must 
be systematically uncovered and corrected 
when software is being designed and built.”

According to experts, they don't know 
for how long the vulnerability existed, who 
the hackers were and the extent of damage 
that might have been caused in terms of 
stealing not only one's profile data but, in 
this case, potentially the personal messages, 
pictures and chats, among others. As a pre-
cautionary measure, Facebook users should 
log out and re-login from their cell phone, 
laptop and desktop, and other gadgets. 

(With inputs from IANS)

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 29: The dep-
uty commissioner of Di-
mapur, Sushil Kumar Patel, 
along with the member of 
Lok Sabha, Tokheho Yep-
thomi and ruling legislators 
from Dimapur district led the 
sanitation drive at the Clock 
Tower areas in Dimapur.

The legislators included 
minister for PHED Jacob 
Zhimomi; Deputy Speaker 
Zhaleo Rio; and advisor to 
the department of Power, 
Tovihoto Ayemi. During the 
programme, they spoke 
about the importance of 
the day, saying that it was 
to promote cleanliness and 
sanitation. 

Zhimomi said, “Develop-
ment is not only about con-
structing reinforced cement 
concrete buildings but clean 
environment is prerequisite 
for healthy development.”

Also, Zhaleo Rio remind-
ed people about Kohima 
being adjudged the second 
most ‘unliveable’ city in In-
dia. He opined that the rea-
son may be contributed to 
bad road conditions, scarcity 
of water, irregular electricity, 
poor education and health, 
and congested traffic condi-
tions, among others. He said 
that the government plays 
the role of a facilitator. He 
urged the public to cooperate 
with the government and to 
work with it.

Legislator Ayemi stressed 
on the need to keep up with 
the cleanliness activity, and 
urged the colonies and wards 
in Dimapur to continue with 
it even after the conclusion of 
the work on Oct. 2. He urged 
the Gaon Bura and chairmen 
of all colonies and wards to 
conduct cleanliness drives in 
their areas regularly. 

Second-most unliveable city tag: 
Kohima’s pride or shame? asks Rio 

College students say 
'NO' to scholarship 
in instalments   

Bihar donates INR 1 
cr. to CM’s relief fund

Naga political issue finds 
voice at the capital of 
world’s most powerful nation 

Kenye shares train of thought on Dimapur Railway station  

Facebook hit by worst security breach, experts warn 2.2 billion users 

385 die, thousands injured in 
Indonesia earthquakes, tsunami  |  P9

Jimi Hendrix voted greatest 
guitarist of all time  |  P10

Sabalenka crushes Kontaveit 
to clinch Wuhan Open  |  P11

‘Continue cleanliness drive even after Oct. 2’ 



Tourism dept. organises 
inter-school painting contest 
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Students and tourism officials seen during the inter-school painting competition held at Zunheboto on Sept 28.

‘Way Home,’ a novel written by Rüükuonuo Liegise, and published by PenThrill Publication House was released 
by noted poet and novelist, Dr. Easterine Kire on Sep. 27 at Hotel Japfu in Kohima. It is a gripping story of loss, 
unbearable separation and grief - a book that opens to its readers a world of overflowing love and grace.

 Kohima, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
Under the banner of “Pary-
atan Parv.” an inter-school 
painting competition was 
held at Olympic Higher 
Secondary School, Zun-
heboto, organised by the 
department of tourism on 
September 28.

Highlighting on the ob-
jectives of Paryatan Parv to 
students, assistant director 
of Tourism, Toka E Tuccumi 
informed that it was initi-
ated by the Union Ministry 
of Tourism, DoNER and 
North East Council (NEC), 
Government of India and 
department of Tourism, 
Government of Nagaland 
in the year 2017 to show 

case the cultural diversity 
of the country and to rein-
force the principle of “Tour-
ism for all”. 

With its primary focus 
on the benefits of tourism, 
Tuccumi said the three 
main components of “Par-
yatan Parv” are ‘Dekho 
apna desh’ which is to en-
courage Indians to visit 
own country while ‘Tour-
ism for all’ is to promote 
event at cities across all 
the states in the country 
and ‘Tourism and govern-
ance’ was intended to have 
interactive workshops with 
all stakeholders.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the depart-

ment, it stated that under 
“Paryatan Parv” there are 
many activities like cul-
tural competition, dance 
competition, yoga sessions, 
debate, essay competition, 
heritage walk, painting 
competition etc.

However, the depart-
ment has opted to have 
a painting competition 
based on the theme “global 
warming.” 

Tourist officer, Khek-
ishe Kappo also briefed 
the students on the theme 
of the competition. Alto-
gether students from ten 
schools participated in the 
competition, the statement 
added.

AG Hr. Sec. school organises flower show 

Dimapur DEO, R Amongla Jamir felicitating winner of the flower show organised by Eco Club of Assembly of God 
Higher Secondary School on Sep. 29.

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
Eco Club of Assembly of 
God Higher Secondary 
School (ASHSS), Dimapur, 
organised a flower show on 
September 29 in the school 
premises.

Chief guest and Dis-
trict Education Officer 
(DEO), Dimapur, R Amon-
gla Jamir, in her speech, 
encouraged the students 
to build up hobbies which 
would eventually help 
them in their future ca-
reer development besides 
pursuing academic excel-
lence. 

A press release issued 
by the school’s princi-
pal stated that varieties 
of flowers were exhibited 

State-level Poshan Maah held at Kma.

Thrill of a pen

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): A state level 
Poshan Maah commemoration function 
was held at the Heritage, Kohima on 29th 
September 2018. 

The Director of Social Welfare, Mer-
angtsungba Aier, while addressing the oc-
casion stated that the Rashriya Poshan Ab-
hiyan was rolled out in the country by the 
Prime Minister Narender Modi on March 
8 for a ‘holistic nourishment to strengthen 
and harmonize actions for nutrition and to 
reduce the nutrition gap in the country in 
a phased manner’. 

Aier said that September 2018 was 
declared as Poshan Maah, a month long 
celebration from national to village level 
and which will be carried on till 2022. The 
programme is aimed at reduction of mal-
nourishment among children, reducing 
anaemia among pregnant women, lactat-
ing mothers and adolescent girls and to 
build a strong and sturdy nation.

  During this period, the Poshan 
Abhiyan will address malnourishment 
through convergence of various schemes 
contributing towards addressing mal-
nutrition and introduce a very robust 
convergence mechanism, said Aier. One 
of the most significant goals of the Poshan 
Abhiyan is to improve the nutritional 
status among children 0-6 years, reduce 
stunting in children (from presently 38.4% 
to 25 % by 2022) anemia among pregnant 
women, adolescent girls and to reduce low 
birth weight baby.

The director also expresses his appre-
ciation to all the individuals, departments, 
and various NGOs for the contribution 
to this noble campaign and called on all 

to propagate and disseminate the mes-
sage about the importance of nutrition 
in our life for a holistic development and 
growth. Aier also said that the department 
of health and family welfare also has done 
many radio talks on exclusive breastfeed-
ing, complementary-feeding, AYUSH, 
anemia, and launched radio jingles on 
Poshan Abhiyan.

He acknowledged the active participa-
tion from the health and family welfare, 
PHED, department of youth and sports 
and other converging departments be-
sides various schools for their participa-
tion, support without which the Poshan 
Abhiyan and Maah could not have been 
accomplished and encourage all to work 
together closely  to build a stronger to-
morrow.

It may be added that besides many ini-
tiatives, the Department of Social Welfare 
also has taken up many important pro-
grammes. The nomination of the Poshan 
Abhiyan Brand Ambassador, Radio talk on 
Poshan Abhiyan, discussion on Poshan 
Abhiyan in DDK, releasing of short docu-
mentary films on antenatal and optimal 
breastfeeding, girl’s education, diet, right 
age of marriage and launching of radio 
jingles on hygiene and sanitation, growth 
monitoring and related themes.

Free anemia screening, Malaria test, 
demonstration of iodise/and non iodise 
salt, yoga, food safety testing at home were 
also demonstrated including free distribu-
tion of leaflets and information on Swatch 
Bharat, on the spot registration on PM-
MVY and screening of movies on health re-
lated themes, the DIPR updated on Friday. 

RD Block Tuli gets new office building 
Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): The new 
RD Block Tuli office building was 
inaugurated by Director of Rural 
Development, Imlimeren Jamir 
in the presence of RD officials 
and representatives from all 11 
village councils under Tuli block 
on Sep. 28. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Jamir said that RD Block Tuli was 
created by the State Government 
on 20th January 2012 with the aim 
to ease various problems faces by 
the people in pursuing different 
developmental activities. How-
ever the block was functioning 
without proper office and with the 
inauguration of the new building, 
he expressed hope that it will help 

in ameliorating the office func-
tioning to some extent and at the 
same time empower the staffs of 
RD block Tuli in discharging their 
duties with great efficiency. 

Maintaining that Tuli area has 
huge potential aspects in terms of 
environment, fertility of soil, easy 
accessibility and being one of the 
fastest growing township in the 
state, he called for a sense of un-
derstanding and proper coordina-
tion among the villages under the 
block in order to usher in progress 
and development. He further 
called upon the villages to identify 
the best suitable schemes for their 
villages according to the budget 
available in order to ensure suc-

cess in its implementation.
ADC Tuli, Imsongmeren Im-

song, while addressing the gath-
ering, stressed on the importance 
of record keeping as the most 
important function of running an 
office. He also reminded that it is 
not easy to secure funds from the 
centre and urged upon the village 
leaders and elders to utilise their 
allotted funds judiciously and 
fairly.

Underlining that accommo-
dation is prior requirement for 
any development, Addl. Mission 
Director, NSRLM, Kevipodi also 
congratulated the Tuli Block on 
acquiring the new block office 
and termed it as a dream fulfilled 

for the people of Tuli Block. He 
also impressed upon them to 
plan projects according to the size 
and budget available in order to 
ensure total implementation of 
schemes.

Stating that Tuli Block is also 
covered under NSRLM, he further 
called upon the women folks to 
form SHGs and work hard to ben-
efit from it to be independent and 
self sufficient.

Speeches were also delivered 
by PO DRDA Mokokchung, Presi-
dent, VDB Association, RD Block 
Tuli, VCC Kangtsung, VCC Mer-
angkong and Officers from RD Di-
rectorate, Kohima, stated a press 
release received here on Friday. 

Rejoinder to LOU-DHEP’s 
representation to NEEPCO

Kohima police update 
phone numbers of PS 

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
Reacting to a news item 
that was carried in the 
local dailies on Sep. 27 
wherein the president of 
the Land Owners Union 
(LOU), Doyang Hyrdo 
Elecrtic Project (DHEP) 
paced a set of demand to 
the North Eastern Elec-
tric Power Corporation 
(NEEPCO Ltd) with regard 
to development issues, a 
former president of the 
LOU-DHEP on Sat. said 
that there is no legitimate 
LOU-DHEP at present. 

“There is no legit LOU-
DHEP at present as the se-
lect list of executive mem-

bers of the LOU-DHEP 
from the 17 villages which 
were approved by the then 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Wokha, for the mater of 
LOU-DHEP presidential 
election has been quashed 
by the Hon’ble High Court 
in W.P.(C) NO.89(K) of 
2017,” said R . Yanthan, 
former president LOU-
DHEP in a press state-
ment. 

He said that the issue 
of LOU-DHEP is still ‘sub 
judiced’ before the court 
of law, and therefore, no 
individual or group has the 
legal right to use the no-
menclature of LOU-DHEP. 

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): The Kohima police, in public 
interest, has provided the new contact numbers of OCs/ 
Control Room/ Police Stations/ Mobile Patrol Units for 
the public to contact with regard to any emergency or 
security related matter.

Sl. 
No

Designation Contact No.

1.       OC North PS 9436009030 / 7005986008

2.       OC South PS 9436260589 / 7005986009

3.       OC Khuzama PS 9436012811 / 7005986010

4.       OC Kezocha PS 7085175062 / 7005986011

5.       OC Sechü (Zubza) 
PS

8575012885 / 7005986012

6.       OC Chiephobozou PS 7005700738 / 7005986013

7.       OC Tseminyu PS 8974574316 / 7005986014

8.       OC Women PS 9436832115 / 7005986015

9.       OC North Traffic 9862354434 / 7005986016

10.  OC South Traffic 9856867802 / 7005986017

11.  North PS 7005986018

12.  South PS 7005986019

13.  Khuzama PS 7005986020

14.  Kezocha PS 7005986021

15.  Sechü (Zubza) PS 7005986022

16.  Chiephobozou PS 7005986023

17.  Tseminyu PS 7005986025

18.  Women PS 7005986026

19.  I/C Mobile Unit 7005986036

20.  Control Room 7005986046

STATE

Students have a glimpse of army’s valour during ‘Parakram Parv’

WEATHER REPORT (SEP. 29)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA 26.2 17.5 21 80 NIL

DIMAPUR 34 24.2 25.8 90 NIL

WOKHA 23.2 17.8 18 91 NIL

ZBT 23.5 16.4 20.6 90 NIL

MON 29 22 22.6 92 6

TUENSANG 24 20 18.2 84 2

MKG 26 19.4 20.3 85 NIL

PHEK 26 16.2 18.7 88 NIL

KIPHIRE 30.2 22.4 20.8 87 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28.5 18 20.3 85 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 29.2 18.8 20.5 64 NIL

JALUKIE 30 20 15.9 61 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 27.4 22.8 24.4 85 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

(Left) Exhibition displayed by the 3 Assam Rifles of weapons and other equipment to students at Science College, Jotsoma. (Right) Army officials and students watching the screening of a documentary of 
the surgical strikes during the Parakram Prav celbration at Wokha.

Our Correspondents
Kohima/Wokha, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
Assam Rifles battalions posted in 
Kohima and Wokha under the aegis 
of Inspector General Assam Rifles 
(North), Hq, Kohima celebrated the 
“Parakram Parv” (or celebration of 
valour) was held in different edu-
cational institutions in Kohima and 
Wokha districts on Sep. 29  where 
students were showcased briefed 
about the achievements of the armed 
forces, its activities and were also dis-
played the different weapons used by 
the Indian army. 

Parakram Prav is being celebrated 
to commemorated the second an-
niversary of the surgical strikes car-
ried out by the Indian armed forces 
against militants in Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir in the year 2016.  
Kohima

The 3 (Naga Hills) Battalion As-
sam Rifles under the aegis of HQ In-
spector General Assam Rifles (North) 
celebrated  the “Parakram Parv” at 
Science College Jotsoma. 

The event  was celebrated to 
highlight the velour, sacrifice and ac-
complishments of the Indian Army 
and also marking the second anni-
versary of surgical strikes carried out 
by the Indian Army across the Line 
of Control. 

The father of martyr Late. Captain 
Neikezhakuo, Neiselie Kenguruse, 
who attended the event as the special 
guest, hailed all the brave soldiers 

who were involved in executing the 
surgical strike in 2016. He also deeply 
appreciated the Indian army for help-
ing the people during the natural 
calamities in the state. 

Besides, he also acknowledged 
the support shown by the Indian 
army towards his family and said that 
the army has now become a part of 
his family. He further exhorted the 
students to work hard and be a serv-

ice to the country, both in words and 
in deeds and encouraged them to 
join the paramilitary forces. 

Maj Abhinav Chaudhary pre-
sented a lecture-cum-presentation 
on the topic ‘join Indian army’ and 
gave a brief highlight about the In-
dian Armed Forces and also on how 
to apply.

During the celebration, a doc-
umentary video namely “Special 

operations: India Surgical Strikes” 
was screened to mark the occasion. 
Exhibition of various types of weap-
ons and equipments of the Army 
including weapon used on battles 
of Kohima were displayed at the col-
lege premises for the students and 
visitors.
Wokha

 The 28 Assam Rifles and HQ 5 
sector Assam rifles organised the 

celebration programme at at Bn. 
HQ, Wokha and JNV School, Chuki-
tong. Fifteen teachers and around 
400 students from various schools 
attended the event at the Battalion 
Hq. in Wokha while 9 teachers and 37 
students attended at the JNV school, 
Chukitong. 

A documentary of the surgical 
strike was screened for the students 
in both the venues which entertained 

and at the same time inspired the 
students. The 28 AR jazz band per-
formed patriotic songs at the event 
and the students were also shown the 
array of weapons used by the army  

 The event was brief to “mark the 
second anniversary of the Surgical 
Strikes”, aimed at showcasing the 
celebration of the Valor of Surgical 
strikes in Myanmar and also remem-
bering the martyrs of Uri terrorist 
attack. 
Sainik School, Punglwa 

The Parakram Parv was also cel-
ebrated at Sainik School, Punglwa “to 
commemorate the valour and selfless 
sacrifices of the frmed forces and 
sensitise the patriotic temperament 
displayed by them”.

A special assembly was con-
ducted where two cadets -- Cdt. 
Sonam Rinchin and Dfr. Anand 
Kumar (NCC) -- shared ‘strike opera-
tions details like precision, planning 
and tough training involve and chal-
lenges faced on the ground and how 
successful operation was carried out 
with zero casualty.

 As part of celebration, sogan 
writing and poster painting on the 
theme of surgical strike were con-
ducted. A short motivational film on 
strike which depicts the valiant and 
professionalism of the Indian Army 
was also screened for the cadets. All 
staff and cadets took part in the cel-
ebration, stated a press release from 
the school. 

during the flower show 
competition. It added that 

C Amoi Phom of Class VI 
won the first prize, while 

five other students won the 
consolation prizes.
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Citizens of Pughoboto load debris and waste onto a truck during the sanitation work on September 29.

Screening camp finds 23 of 
50 children with heart defects 

Merangkong-Mon road: NPF 
legislator boils at ‘lukewarm’ govt. 

Ramietech Solutions now in Dimapur 

NextGen conclave Nagaland scrubs off monsoon debris

16 reffered to Shija Hospital
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Sep. 29: In a startling 
discovery, 23 out of 50 children 
who were screened for heart ail-
ments in Dimapur on September 
29, were found to have heart de-
fects. The ‘defects’ were discovered 
during a free screening event for 
children of the age group 0-18 
years conducted by the Rashtriya 
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) 
of the National Health Mission 
in collaboration with Shija Hos-
pitals and Research Institute in 
Imphal. The event was held at the 

Dimapur District Hospital and 
conducted in commemoration of 
World Heart Day.

Medical officer of the RBSK, 
Dr. Kadila said that out of 23 pa-
tients, 16 of them were referred for 
treatment to Shija Hospital. 

“Regarding with further steps 
of treatment and surgery, maxi-
mum financial expenditure will 
be done through the RBSK pro-
gramme but some amount will 
also be charged from the patient 
side,” Kadila said. She said that 
the cost of treatment varies ac-

cording to cases and an accurate 
amount of fund sponsorship to 
patients cannot be divulged at the 
moment.

A programme manager of 
the RBSK for Nagaland, Zale 
Khatso, said that the treatment 
concerned with 30 health condi-
tions including congenital de-
fects, developmental delays, birth 
defects, etc. She informed that the 
screening was the first of its kind 
in Dimapur this year. A similar 
screening event was conducted 
in Mokokchung and Kohima in 

July. Six from Mokokchung and 
17 from Kohima of those screened 
were found to have heart defects, 
Khatso added.

According to the World Health 
Organisation, cardiovascular dis-
eases (CVD) are the number-one 
cause of death globally. More peo-
ple die annually from CVD than 
from any other cause. In 2016, an 
estimated 17.9 million people died 
from CVD, representing 31% of 
all global deaths. Of these deaths, 
85% are due to heart attack and 
stroke, it stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
A member of the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly has 
expressed displeasure at 
what the legislator alleged 
on Saturday was the state’s 
government not heeding 
to appeals concerning the 
proposed diversion of the 
Merangkong-Tamlu-Mon 
road of the Special Accel-
erated Road Development 
Programme for North East 
(SARDP-NE).

Naga People’s Front 
legislator YM Yollow Kon-
yak issued a press release 
on Saturday.

“It is disheartening to 
witness that despite so 
many petitions to the Na-
galand government and 
the NHIDCL with regard to 
the proposed diversion of 
Merangkong-Tamlu-Mon 
road under SARDP-NE 
at km 58 to km 63 near 
Wakching, the govern-
ment and the firm have 
turned deaf ear to the re-
quest of the public of 42 
A/C Wakching,” Konyak 
complained. 

According to the state-
ment, the length of the 
highway is 100 kilometres 
of which 37 kilometres ‘be-

long to Wakching alone.’ A 
new alignment prepared 
by the Rites Firm, allegedly 
without the consultation 
of stakeholders, excludes 
Wakching town “where 
90%” of earth work is al-
ready completed by the 
Maytas & Gayatri firm dur-
ing 2011-12, the legislator 
stated. 

“ When the  publ ic 
objected to the realign-
ment, the Rites firm and 
the NHIDCL stated that 
Wakching portion does 
not fulfil the highway 
criteria as the gradient is 
high. But the Maytas & 
Gayatri had no problem 
with the gradient during 
the alignment, survey 
and earth cutting,” Kon-
yak stated. “Moreover, an 
auto rickshaw used to ply 
by that same road long 
before. The area public 
has suffered for 7 long 
years as the existing road 
has been damaged by the 
earth work in 2011-12. 
They suffered but never 
complained as they hoped 
that the project would 
continue.” 

The MLA expressed 
surprised that the govern-

ment gave just one-week 
time to Wakching area vil-
lage councils to take a final 
decision and submit it to 
the government. “Since 
we live in a democratic 
country, the government 
should not force the public 
to surrender from their 
will but instead should try 
to understand and analyze 
the problem. 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
should instruct the con-
cern department to im-
mediately check on the 
gradient of the road as 
the reason for realign-
ment was due to the high 
gradient according to the 
NHIDCL and the Rites 
Firm,” Konyak stated. 

“A c c o r d i n g l y,  t h e 
state government and 
the NHIDCL may make 
the final call based on the 
technical report of the 
gradient submitted by the 
department. 

Finally, the proposed 
new alignment road runs 
through heavy planta-
tion of valuable trees, wild 
fruits, tea, cardamom and 
palm leave and it has to be 
compensated,” the state-
ment added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 29: A leading IT firm in 
Nagaland, Ramietech Solutions, based 
in Kohima since 2012, has now branched 
out to the state’s commercial district, 
Dimapur. 

A modest ceremony marking the event 
was conducted on Saturday. The admin-
istrator of the Chumoukedima Town 
Council, Thejavizo Nakhro, spoke during 
the occasion. He said that the two brothers 
leading Ramietech Solutions were headed 
in the right direction, which has now made 
the establishment one of the top IT firms 
in Nagaland. 

“There are around 70,000 educated 
unemployed people in the state and the 
two brothers along with likeminded peo-
ple have overcome that factor,” Nakhro 
said. He hoped that many more inspiring 
and success stories like that of the firm 
would be seen in future. 

The chief executive officer of Ramiet-
ech Solutions, Kedosietuo Nagi, recalled 
the many challenges he and his brother 
faced during the initial days of the com-

pany. 
“We had a challenging economic and 

social environment and we learned by 
trial and error,” Nagi said. In the firm’s as-
surance to offer quality services, Nagi said 
it was not all that a “smooth ride” due to 
various reasons. 

Ramietech Solutions has worked 
with many government departments in 
the state in terms of software develop-
ment, website design, and “basically 
anything to do with computers,” Nagi 
remarked. 

The IT firm had previously worked 
with the election department in the state 
where the company was roped in for the 
election commission of India’s Electoral 
Role Management System. 

They have also worked for the chief 
minister’s office for the e-archives while 
also implemented digitalization of both 
the library and museum in the state. 

Ramietech Solutions is currently 
working with the Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority on information 
management systems. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 29: Dimapur 
will be hosting the second 
edition of the NextGen Con-
ference, which is scheduled 
to commence from Octo-
ber 25 and be held till the 
27th. Organised by Global 
Advance Nagaland Chapter 
(GANC), the conference will 
be held at the Eastern Bible 
College (EBC) in Dimapur, 
the organisers informed dur-
ing a press conference on 
September 29 at the EBC. 

The conference will 
reach out to pastors, women, 
young people and entrepre-
neurs and train them to be 
more efficient in their min-
istries, life and business and 
to reach out to more people, 
the organisers said.

Rev. D James Ngul-
lie from King Jesus Family 
Church explained that the 
conference would be an en-
deavour to uplift one anoth-
er. The organisers informed 
that free food and lodging 
would be provided to those 
coming from far flung areas. 
However, each participant 
shall have to pay a regis-
tration fee of INR 200. Free 
lodging may be provided to 
as many as 300 participants, 
the organisers informed.

It was also conveyed 
that gospel meetings, which 
would be conducted in the 
evenings throughout the 
conference, will be open for 
all to attend.

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): The mon-
soon this year was unlike the seasons 
that Nagaland was used to as before, 
or anything such in recent memo-
ry. The initial stages of the season 
brought in heavy rains, which in turn 
led to geographical displacement and 
inundation; landslides and floods de-
stroyed property, blocked important 
roadways and vital bridges, besides 
taking about a dozen lives.

It was on Saturday that the Na-
galand government machinery and 
the state’s civil community took to 
cleaning urban areas and infrastruc-
ture as part of a state-wide sanitation 
campaign across the state. Govern-
ment officers, community leaders, 
and citizens worked to clear urban 
areas, roadways and drains during 
the ‘restoration works.’ Eastern Mir-
ror brings to you updates. 

In Zunheboto district, work start-
ed in all the colonies by 6:00 am. 
Gaon Bura and ward chairmen led 
residents and supervised the work, 
the government’s bulletin IPR stated 
in updates on Sep. 29.  The district’s 
administration monitored the work.

The ‘Swachata’ pledge will be 
taken on September 30 in all the 
churches in Zunheboto, the DIPR 
stated. On October 1, “social work”—
or more precisely, sanitation and 
cleanliness work—will be conducted 
in all government and private schools 
from 8:00 am. Awards will be given 
to the top three best-participating 
schools. They will be assessed on the 
parameters of ‘dustbin availability 
and maintenance, cleanliness of the 
compound, beautification, participa-
tion of students, and availability of 
separate toilets and cleanliness,’ the 
DIPR stated. On October 2, govern-
ment offices and premises will be 
cleaned, the DIPR stated.

In Wokha, the district’s adminis-
tration and Wokha Town Council led 
the ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ drive. Deputy 
Chief Minister Y Patton and legislator 
Dr. Chumben Murry also took part in 
the event.  The event will be conduct-
ed from September 29 till the 2nd of 
October. Three cleanest colonies will 
be selected based on their perform-
ance and will be awarded during a 
programme on October 2.

Y Patton spoke during the com-
mencement of the community work. 
He said that the Nagaland govern-
ment will be providing incentives to 
the districts that ‘maintain cleanli-
ness,’ the DIPR updates stated. The 
minister expressed worry that Naga-
land ‘may be the dirtiest state which 
is nothing to be proud of.’ He attrib-
uted that tag to increased pollution 
and diseases occurring in the state. 
Therefore ‘we need to introspect 
ourselves and applied self dignity to 
keep our environment/surrounding 
clean which will also help minimize 
global warming,’ the DIPR quoted 
the minister.

The minister also informed that 
the district will very soon be enforc-
ing a ban on tobacco-related prod-

ucts too.
Dr. Chumben Murry also spoke 

during the event. He said, ‘We are 
living in an age of globalization and 
with this globalization we are wit-
nessing development even to the 
remotes area. Cleanliness is also one 
of the areas where physical cleanli-
ness increases the volume of physi-
cal wellbeing.’ When citizens keep 
their surroundings and environment 
clean, their general wellbeing is also 
becomes healthier. Dr. Murry has 
called upon the people of the district 
to keep their environment clean.

The deputy commissioner of 
Wokha Dr.Manazir Jeelani Samoon, 
who also spoke during the function, 
said Nagaland experienced a serious 
monsoon situation with landslides 
and floods occurring in many parts 
of the state.

In Kiphire too, citizens of the dis-
trict joined in the community work. 
In Tuensang, deputy commissioner 
L Jamithung Lotha launched the 
Swachhata Hi Seva on September 29. 
In Phek, the district observed a pro-
gram with the theme “town cleanli-
ness and beautification drive,’ which 
was jointly organised by the Phek 
Town Council, DDMA with Phek 
Town Youth Society. 

In Mokokchung, the Swachh 
Bharat programme was held at Im-
long Place at 6:00 am on Septem-
ber 29. Brand Ambassador of the 
Swachh Bharat Mission, Supong-
meren, flagged off the programme  
in the presence of the deputy com-
missioner of Mokokchung, Sachin 
Jaiswal and district ambassador of 
the mission, Bendangnukshi. 

Speaking on the occasion, the 
brand ambassador thanked all the 
participants and called upon the peo-
ple to work together and celebrate 
the day by cleaning their towns and 
villages. He maintained that it was 
the responsibility of all citizens to 
keep a clean environment; nature has 
given enough to mankind and there-
fore, the DIPR quoted him as having 
said, ‘It is time we give something in 
return by cleaning the surroundings’ 
to make the world a better place to 
live in.

Supongmeren said, “Mokokc-
hung being branded the ‘land of pio-
neers’ by the state government, why 
not take another new step for land of 
cleanliness.” 

In Pughoboto, citizens cleared 
weeds along the main roads and 
cleared clogged drains in their colo-
nies.The community work was  initi-
ated by the community’s leaders. Stu-
dents and members of educational 
institutions swept the streets in the 
town. The Adhoc Town Council of 
Pughoboto took the responsibility of 
deposing the garbage and waste by 
providing vehicles, the DIPR stated.

Also, Medziphema Sub-Division 
participated in the Swacchata Hi Seva 
on 29th September at local ground 
Medziphema in commemoration of 
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi. The inaugural programme 
for the mass social work was graced 
by the Deputy Speaker NLA, Zhaleo 
Rio IAS (Retd). 

Zhaleo Rio exhorted the people to 
work for a ‘clean and green’ Nagaland 
and rebuild the state ‘to higher level.’ 
He praised the administration and 
the public and various organizations 
for their participation. He urged 
the citizens to conduct a sanitation 
campaign and publicity programs 
concerning making the environment 
healthy.

The DIPR also gave updates about 
the sanitation event in other parts of 
the state such as Longkhim, Tening, 
Jalukie town, Bhandari, Pfutsero, 
Tseminyu.
From the Eastern Mirror Desk:
In continuing with  the fortnightly 
national campaign of the Swachhata 
Hi Seva for the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner’s (ADC) establish-
ment of Nuiland, a programme was 
conducted in collaboration with the 
department of Public Health Educa-
tion the sub division on September 
29. 

Minister of the PHE, Jacob Zhi-
momi presented an ‘implementation 
report’ which highlighted some of the 
activities of the flagship programme 
since 2014 when the Swatch Bharat 
Mission was launched. ‘The way 
forward from here will be sustained 
through community approach to 
sanitation (CAS) method which has 
been found to be an effective tool 
with huge success,” Zhimomi said 
adding that rates for Open Defeca-
tion Free (ODF) districts or states in 
the country should have local leaders 
to facilitate the behavioural change 
by involving the public to share their 
ideas and benefits of adopting good 
sanitation practises.’

It was informed that this was 
initiated on 24th September 2018 by 
launching the ‘Swachagrahis’ or ‘foot 
soldiers’ to propagate the message of 
sanitation by the department where 
180 trained ‘Swachagrahis’ were sent 
out. 

Under the SBM (G), the depart-
ment has worked ceaselessly to 
eliminate open defecation, eradicate 
manual scavenging, and facilitate 
modern and scientific methods of 
waste management as well as educat-
ing the mass on health and hygiene. 

In this regard, PHED Dimapur 
Rural Division has built individual 
household toilets, community sani-
tary complexes, kilns and chimneys 
to burn wastes, drains to manage 
liquid waste and stationing dustbins 
in many villages under it. 

Zhimomi lauded the department 
for its efforts on “trying times” and 
also for achieving the target before 
October 2 which is the nation’s target 
to declare India as ODF. He further 
added that development is not just 
about concrete structures but a civi-
lized lifestyle where good sanitation 
practises become a part of our living.

T
he family of Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer wishes to acknowledge the many

expressions of sympathy and gestures of kindness shown to us following our

sad loss.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the many friends, neighbours and well wishers

who helped us from the time of his illness till his last breathe and provided emotional and

practical support for us at this difficult time. For those who travelled long distance, sent

foral tributes, messages of condolences, as well as those who made charitable donations,

we are truly grateful.

Our heartfelt gratitude to the Government of Nagaland for the respect shown and

for hosting the state funeral of our beloved Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer at his native

village.  A special word of thanks to the management, nurses and staff of Apollo Hospital,

New Delhi, for their kindness and respect shown at all times.

To those who helped in any way, your contributions made our loss more bearable.As

it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept this acknowledgement

as an expression of our deepest gratitude. We take comfort in your kind and thoughtful

expressions of sympathy and pray that your kind gestures and acts will be rewarded by our

precious Heavenly Father.

<Acknowledgment>
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen but what is unseen. For what is
seen is temporary but what is unseen is eternal”  2 Corinthians 4:18

Loving Wife, Children, Family and Relatives

LATE. IMTIKUMZUK LONGKUMER

T
he family of Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer wishes to acknowledge the many

expressions of sympathy and gestures of kindness shown to us following our

sad loss.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the many friends, neighbours and well wishers

who helped us from the time of his illness till his last breathe and provided emotional and

practical support for us at this difficult time. For those who travelled long distance, sent

foral tributes, messages of condolences, as well as those who made charitable donations,

we are truly grateful.

Our heartfelt gratitude to the Government of Nagaland for the respect shown and

for hosting the state funeral of our beloved Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer at his native

village.  A special word of thanks to the management, nurses and staff of Apollo Hospital,

New Delhi, for their kindness and respect shown at all times.

To those who helped in any way, your contributions made our loss more bearable.As

it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept this acknowledgement

as an expression of our deepest gratitude. We take comfort in your kind and thoughtful

expressions of sympathy and pray that your kind gestures and acts will be rewarded by our

precious Heavenly Father.

<Acknowledgment>
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen but what is unseen. For what is
seen is temporary but what is unseen is eternal”  2 Corinthians 4:18

Loving Wife, Children, Family and Relatives

LATE. IMTIKUMZUK LONGKUMER

T
he family of Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer wishes to acknowledge the many

expressions of sympathy and gestures of kindness shown to us following our

sad loss.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the many friends, neighbours and well wishers

who helped us from the time of his illness till his last breathe and provided emotional and

practical support for us at this difficult time. For those who travelled long distance, sent

foral tributes, messages of condolences, as well as those who made charitable donations,

we are truly grateful.

Our heartfelt gratitude to the Government of Nagaland for the respect shown and

for hosting the state funeral of our beloved Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer at his native

village.  A special word of thanks to the management, nurses and staff of Apollo Hospital,

New Delhi, for their kindness and respect shown at all times.

To those who helped in any way, your contributions made our loss more bearable.As

it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept this acknowledgement

as an expression of our deepest gratitude. We take comfort in your kind and thoughtful

expressions of sympathy and pray that your kind gestures and acts will be rewarded by our

precious Heavenly Father.

<Acknowledgment>
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen but what is unseen. For what is
seen is temporary but what is unseen is eternal”  2 Corinthians 4:18

Loving Wife, Children, Family and Relatives

LATE. IMTIKUMZUK LONGKUMER

T
he family of Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer wishes to acknowledge the many

expressions of sympathy and gestures of kindness shown to us following our

sad loss.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the many friends, neighbours and well wishers

who helped us from the time of his illness till his last breathe and provided emotional and

practical support for us at this difficult time. For those who travelled long distance, sent

foral tributes, messages of condolences, as well as those who made charitable donations,

we are truly grateful.

Our heartfelt gratitude to the Government of Nagaland for the respect shown and

for hosting the state funeral of our beloved Late. Imtikumzuk Longkumer at his native

village.  A special word of thanks to the management, nurses and staff of Apollo Hospital,

New Delhi, for their kindness and respect shown at all times.

To those who helped in any way, your contributions made our loss more bearable.As

it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept this acknowledgement

as an expression of our deepest gratitude. We take comfort in your kind and thoughtful

expressions of sympathy and pray that your kind gestures and acts will be rewarded by our

precious Heavenly Father.
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UK, India fashion designers to 
boost NE women textile workers

Bangladeshi 
exporters resume 
fish supply to Tripura

Experts talk on conservation 
of wetlands in Manipur

State-level children’s 
cultural meet held in Imphal

Agartala, Sep. 29 (PTI): 
Bangladeshi exporters 
Saturday resumed supply 
of fish to Tripura trad-
ers after a gap of 25 days 
following a meeting of 
exporters and importers 
of the both the countries.

“We have received 
huge consignments of 
fish including ‘Rohu’, 
‘Pabda’, ‘Katla’’, ‘Bhetki’ 
and Prawn. 

The supply  is  ad -
equate and there will be 
no crisis of fish in the local 
markets of Tripura,” Sec-
retary to the Exporter and 
Importer Entrepreneur 
Sangh Khokan Bhaumick 
told PTI.

He said export of fish 
from Bangladesh was 
stopped since September 
four following extortion 
of money from them by 
anti-socials.

“There was a meet-
ing of exporters and im-
porters of Agartala and 
Akhaura sub-division in 
Bangladesh Friday and 
both the parties agreed to 
resume fish supply from 
Bangladesh.

A seven-member ex-
porters group of Akhaura 
came here and discus-

sions were held.  The 
problem was solved at 
the intervention of the 
Vice-president of Tripura 
unit of BJP Pratima Bhau-
mick,” he said.

He  s a i d  “ P r a t i m a 
B h a u m i c k ,  w h o  w a s 
present in the meeting, 
assured the Bangladeshi 
exporters that if any such 
incident occurred arises 
in future it will be dealt 
with firmly. The Bangla-
deshi exporters accepted 
her words.”

T h e  s u p p l y  w a s 
s t o p p e d  a f t e r  g o o n s 
stopped some export-
ers from entering the 
state after they refused 
to pay extortion money 
at the Agartala-Akhaura 
integrated-checkpoint on 
September 4.

A sizeable quantity of 
fish enters the markets 
through the checkpoint, a 
customs official said.

The joint director of 
the state fisheries depart-
ment Abani Debbarma 
said about 70 per cent of 
the total consumption of 
fish was produced in the 
state and Bangladesh, 
West Bengal and Andhra 
Pradesh supply the rest.

MU teachers, students spurn CM’s talks offer
Imphal, Sep. 29 (IANS): The 
Manipur University Teachers 
Association (MUTA) on Satur-
day rejected a proposal by Chief 
Minister N. Biren Singh for talks 
to end the months-old agitation 
against the removal of the Vice 
Chancellor.

The MUTA said they could 
not take part in the proposed 
meeting since six professors 
and ten students are in judicial 
custody.

In a midnight raid in the 
boys’ hostel on September 20, 
over 80 students and six profes-
sors were arrested in connection 
with the agitation for the re-

moval of the Vice Chancellor A.P. 
Pandey for alleged financial and 
administrative irregularities. 

Pandey had formally denied 
the charges.

Biren justified the raids. State 
police and central forces are de-
ployed on the campus.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
a meeting here, Biren said that 
he was ready to send another 
letter to the University profes-
sors.

Meanwhile, the students feel 
that such a meeting cannot be 
held before the detained per-
sons are released. 

On the other hand, Biren 

said that withdrawal of the FIR 
against the detained could have 
been sorted out in the proposed 
meeting.

The university has an acting 
Vice Chancellor, and a two-
member fact-finding commit-
tee, headed by retired Chief 
Justice of Meghalaya High Court 
T. Nandakumar Singh, has been 
formed to look into the matter. 

MUTA has announced that 
it will not extend its cooperation 
to the committee.

Many people took out a 
torchlight procession on Sat-
urday demanding immediate 
solution to the impasse.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
A day long interaction on 
‘conservation of wetlands 
in Manipur’ was held un-
der the aegis of state direc-
torate of Environment in 
Imphal on Saturday.

The objective of the 
interaction on wetlands 
is to find facts and impor-
tance and issues of 23 wet-
lands out of 119 wetlands 
in Manipur which were 
considered as important 
wetlands of the state. 

More than a dozen 
scholars, wetland activ-
ists and teachers gave 
presentations on their 
research and findings on 
different wetlands of the 
state during the interac-
tion which was presided 
over by chaired by Dr. Kh 
Shamungou, chairman 
of technical committee of 
Manipur State Wetlands 
authority.

Four experts in diverse 
fields including Prof. W 
Vishwanath, Prof. N Deva, 
Prof. P Kumar, and Prof. 
Th Binoy, all from Ma-
nipur University shared 
their observations.

RK Birjit, a life science 
lecturer who has extensive 
research on water birds of 

state wetlands, observed 
that there should be judi-
cious lake water allocation 
policy in order to conserve 
Loktak.

Expressing concern 
over various uncontrolled 
human activities in Loktak 
which severely affects the 
biodiversity of the wet-
land, he called upon the 
authorities to conduct an 
in-depth scientific study 
on increase of the water 
weed and other invasive 
grasses in the wetlands 
considering the report of 
spotting congress grass, 
and paragrass.

Sharing sighting of 
wetlands in hill areas of 
the state particularly in 
Churachandpur, Kam-
jong and Noney districts, 
the technical commit-
tee member of the State 
Wetland Authority Salam 
Rajesh drew attention of 
the concern authorities 
for development of artifi-
cial water bodies such as 
Yang, Khuga and Khou-
pum lakes after the open-
ing of Thoubal, Khuga and 
Khoupum projects.

Forest officer Kh Hit-
ler highlighted various 
activities taken up by his 
department while con-

serving Zeliad Lake and 
other wildlife in Tamen-
glong district. 

Dr. M Bhumeshwari, 
a zoology lecturer stated 
that a number of aquatic 
insects including edible 
ones available in the wet-
lands of the state are van-
ishing day by day due to 
anthropogenic activities.

Dr. M Haripriy, a bota-
nist lecturer of Manipur 
College expressed con-
cern over the disappear-
ance of main foods of 
rare deer Sangai in Keibul 
Lamjao National Park lo-
cated on the southern side 
of Loktak.

RK Chingkhei of Ma-
nipur University shared 
the past and present status 
of Lamphelpat, an impor-
tant wetland in Imphal in 
view of the rapid urbanisa-
tion process in the state.

In his concluding re-
mark, Director Y Nabach-
andra of state Environ-
ment department urged 
the wetland experts and 
activists of the state to 
help the department in 
formulating a baseline 
data on state wetlands 
so that it can be updated 
regularly for further ac-
tivities.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
With the theme ‘Break the 
Silence, End Child Sexual 
Abuse, Let us Make a Child 
Friendly Manipur’, the 9th 
state-level children’s cul-
tural meet was held under 
aegis of Manipur Alliance 
of Child Rights (MACR) at 
Tribal Research Institute, 
Chingmeirong in Imphal 
on Saturday.

State Governor Dr. Na-
jma Heptulla, Law, Health 
and Art & Culture minis-
ter L Jayentakumar Singh 
and Advisor, MACR and 
also Former Chairperson 
of Manipur Commission 
for Protection of Childs’s 
Rights S Sarat Kumar Shar-
ma attended the cultural 
meet as Chief Guest, Presi-
dent and Guest of Honour 
respectively.

Addressing the func-
tion, Governor Dr. Hep-
tulla said that the theme 
of this year is relevant in 
the current social scenario. 
Congratulating the MACR 
for putting up the impor-
tant issue into context, she 
said that the campaign 
launched by MACR from 
the month of August this 

year has covered 32 edu-
cational institutions and 
more than 10,000 students 
have taken the pledge 
to stop sexual violence 
against children.

The governor said that 
there are other grievous 
challenges confronting 
the children which if not 
engaged appropriately can 
destroy the whole genera-
tion. The menace of drugs 
and substances among the 
school going children is on 
the rise.

Stating that ‘digit-
al addiction’ leading to 
cyber crime is another 
dimension of the chal-
lenges faced by the young 
generation, she expressed 
hope that with sincere and 
focused efforts, MACR 
will be able to contribute 
substantially in the fight 
against these evils.

Heptulla also stated 
that the participation of 
large number of children 
from both valley and hills 
from different districts, dif-
ferent ethnic communities 
to a single forum will help 
in achieving communal 
harmony, emotional in-
tegrity amongst the indig-

enous peoples, tribes of 
hills and valley of Manipur.

M i n i s t e r  f o r  L a w, 
Health and Art & Culture 
L Jayentakumar Singh 
stressed on the need for 
mass awareness on the 
various laws related to 
children which protects 
the legal rights of the chil-
dren. He said it is the re-
sponsibility of each and 
every parent/guardian to 
nurture their children in 
the right direction. 

The governor also pre-
sented Child Rights Awards 
to SP Churachandpur Ka-
bib K and SP Senapati M 
Pradip Singh for their out-
standing work in the pro-
tection of Child Rights and 
ISTV Reporter N Sanajaoba 
Meitei for his commend-
able media report and sto-
ries on Child Rights.

Later in the afternoon, 
Children from different 
district showcased vari-
ety of dances including 
Folk dance, Body build-
ing show, Cultural dance, 
Thougal Jagoi, Fashion 
parade,Kabui dance, Mao 
Jagoi, Thadou Kuki Folk 
dance,  Choreography 
among others.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1952SUD0KU 1792
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Stores
6. Was
10. Products of human creativity
14. Machine for shaping wood and metal
15. The priestly tribe of Israel
16. Units of distance
17. Surname from the Old English 

meaning “River-source town”
18. Style or grace
19. Small savory Spanish dish
20. Quality of being debatable or 

undecided
22. Small hole for laces or strings
24. Not watercolors
25. Supervise
26. Votes into office
29. Mid-week day (abbrev.)
30. A certain hour or instant
31. Exaltation of a person to the rank of 

a god
37. Interior planking in a ship
39. Set up hastily
40. Vista
41. Uproar
44. The Lakota wind (native mythology)
45. Large containers
46. One-cell alga
48. Suggest
52. A trigonometric function
53. Changes
54. Make more concentrated
58. Matching jacket and trousers
59. Not fast
61. Pertaining to Mount Ida in Crete
62. Not active
63. Ireland
64. Weeps
65. Fortune teller
66. Hurried
67. Late 

DOWN
1. Shut forcefully

2. Angelic headgear
3. Italian for “Eight”
4. “Electric eye”
5. Flat braided cordage
6. Consecrate
7. Snake-like fishes
8. Extra Vehicular Activity
9. Where Jonah was sent (Bible)
10. Not before
11. Coins of some Spanish-

speaking countries
12. Native tent
13. Condition
21. Actress ____ Lanchester 

23. Affirmatives
25. Amount expended
26. Engrave
27. Place or stead
28. First Best Actor Oscar 

winner ____ Jannings
29. Works or slaves
32. Practical joke
33. 8-sided solids
34. Chair
35. Preposition indicating 

direction or motion
36. Appear
38. German for “Sour” 42. “Big 

wigs” (slang)
43. Chief Norse god
47. Accuse formally
48. Foundation
49. Avoid
50. An upright in a door or 

window frame
51. One of the apostles
52. Planted seeds
54. Central part
55. Hair removal product
56. Becomes a plant
57. Not difficult
60. Edge of a cup

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1791

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1951

Itanagar, Sep. 29 (PTI): Fashion 
designers from the UK and India 
are set to come together to be 
part of a project aimed at benefit-
ing women textile workers of the 
north-east.

The British Council and 
IMG Reliance signed an agree-
ment last month to help exotic 
indigenous textile products of 
the region get a global platform 
through the project - ‘A Telegram 
from Tripura’, a senior official of 
the Council said.

“The project will bring UK 
designer Bethany Williams and 

Indian designer Aratrik Dev Var-
man together to explore new 
fashion systems and approaches 
with women textile workers of 
the north-east region in focus,” 
Director of the British Council in 
India, Alan Gemmell, told PTI in 
an interview.

IMG Reliance is a joint ven-
ture between IMG Worldwide of 
the US and Reliance Industries.

However, it is not immediate-
ly known when the UK designer 
would reach India and meet Dev 
Varman, who hails from Tripura.

The final work, to be pre-

sented at the Lakme Fashion 
Week in February next year, will 
showcase female textile artisans 
and demonstrate how design 
innovation can promote a fairer, 
more inclusive fashion industry, 
Gemmell said.

“We want friendship between 
India and the northeast, in partic-
ular by bringing art and culture, 
and educational opportunities 
from our country,” he said.

The British Council has given 
scholarships to 500 students from 
India for academic exchange pro-
gramme in 44 universities of the 

UK, the official said.
To mark the 70th anniversary 

of the Council in India, it also 
awarded scholarships to 100 
Indian women, to study STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics) subjects at 
premier higher education institu-
tions in the UK, Gemell said.

“Out of these 100 women, six 
are from the north-east... This 
year we want to inspire young 
people across Arunachal Pradesh 
and the north-east region to 
think about the UK as a place to 
study...,” he added.

Prof. W Vishwanath, Prof. N Deva, Prof. P Kumar, and Prof. Th Binoy seen here during the interaction on 
conservation of wetlands, in Manipur.

Dr. Najma Heptulla with Child Rights awardees, members of cultural troupes, and children during the state-
level children’s cultural event, in Imphal on Saturday.

Sangma launches 
NPP unit in Mizoram 
Aizawl, Sep. 29 (PTI): The Mizoram 
unit of the National People’s Party 
(NPP) was formally launched here 
Saturday by its president Conrad 
Sangma who is also Meghalaya Chief 
Minister.

The NPP is a north eastern and 
tribal-centric party with objectives to 
ensure that the voice of the region is 
heard by Delhi, Sangma told PTI.

The party will contest the coming 
elections to the 40-member Mizoram 
Assembly due later this year, he said.

“We will fight the elections with-
out forging any pre-poll alliance with 
other political parties,” he said.
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BUSINESS

IL&FS plans rights issue, sell assets to clear dues

Centre pressuring LIC, SBI to 
bail out IL&FS — Nirupam

NBFC default concerns, US Fed 
rate hike subdue equity indices

Centre to pay jute mills only after full 
payment to farmers, labourers — Minister 

Fuel prices hit new high; petrol 
close to INR 91 in Mumbai

Mumbai, Sep. 29 (PTI): 
The Congress in Mumbai 
has accused the Centre 
of pressuring Life Insur-
ance Corporation (LIC) 
and State Bank of India 
(SBI) to bail out debt-rid-
den Infrastructure Leas-
ing & Financial Services 
(IL&FS).

LIC is the single larg-
est owner in IL&FS with 
25.34 per cent stake, 
while SBI holds 6.42 per 
cent in the infra major 
backed by the govern-
ment.

The IL&FS group is 
facing serious liquidity 
crisis and has defaulted 
on interest payment on 
various debt repayments 
since August 27. It has 
over Rs 91,000 crore in 
debt at the consolidated 
level.

Addressing a press 
conference Friday, Mum-
bai Congress president 
Sanjay Nirupam alleged 
that “bankruptcy” at the 
infrastructure lending 
giant is a result of “poor” 
corporate governance at 
the company under the 
BJP-led government.

The Centre has been 
pressurising the state-
owned LIC and SBI to 
bail out the debt-ridden 
company with money 
that belongs to the com-
mon people of the coun-
try, he said.

The former MP de-
manded a probe into the 
matter.

“Being a 30-year old 
infrastructure lending 
giant, IL&FS has gone 
completely bankrupt to-
day.  How did the debt 
of this company jump by 
44 per cent and its prof-
itability decline by 900 
per cent only in the past 
three years?” he asked.

The entire stock mar-
ket has been shaken in 
the past two weeks over 
this issue, Nirupam said.

LIC has almost 29 

Mumbai, Sep. 29 (IANS): 
Ongoing concerns in the 
non-banking financial 
sector led by the IL&FS 
crisis, along with a inter-
est rate hike by the US 
Federal Reserve, subdued 
the key Indian equity indi-
ces on weekly basis during 
September 24-28 period.

The domestic mar-
ket fell for the fourth 
consecutive week, also 
due to a weak rupee and 
high crude oil prices, an-
alysts said.

On a weekly basis, 
the Sensex closed at 
36,227.14 points, lower 
614.46 points or 1.67 per 
cent from its previous 
close.

Similarly, the wider 
Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange on Fri-
day closed at 10,930.45 
points, down 212.65 
points or 1.91 per cent 
from the previous week’s 
close.

The IL&FS default is-
sue took centre stage dur-
ing the week and weighed 
on the banking and fi-
nancial stocks.

“The series of events 
started with the default 
of repayment obligations 
by the entity (IL&FS) to 
some mutual funds and 
financial institutions... It 
has become a liquidity 

challenge for the system 
as a whole and Non-
Bank Finance Compa-
nies (NBFCs) in particu-
lar,” said Shibani Kurian, 
Head of Equity Research 
at Kotak Mutual Fund.

According to Hem 
Securities’ Director Pra-

teek Jain, liquidity is still 
a problem in the market 
and interest rate hike by 
the US Federal Reserve 
also subdued the senti-
ments in the domestic 
market. 

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional figures 
from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors sold 
scrips worth Rs 3,713.09 
crore, while the domes-
tic institutional investors 
bought Rs 8,437.32 crore 
worth of stocks during 
the week.

According to National 
Securities Depository 
(NSDL) figures, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
divested Rs 511.65 crore, 
or $68.82 million, in the 
equities segment during 
the week ended Septem-
ber 28.

On the currency front, 

the Indian rupee closed 
at 72.48 a US dollar on 
Friday, 28 paise weaker 
from the previous week’s 
close of 72.20.

Sector-wise, none 
of the sectors rose on a 
weekly basis, while the 
major losers were the re-

alty, infrastructure, 
power, banking, IT 
and telecom indi-
ces, said Deepak 
Jasani, Head of Re-

tail Research at HDFC Se-
curities.

The top weekly Sensex 
gainers were Tata Consul-
tancy Services (up 3.84 
per cent at Rs 2,184.50); 
Reliance Industries 
(up 3.40 per cent at Rs 
1,258.20); Infosys (up 3.05 
per cent at Rs 727.85); 
Axis Bank (up 2.16 per 
cent at Rs 612.35); and 
HDFC Bank (up 1.87 per 
cent at Rs 2,005.65 per 
share). 

The major losers were 
Yes Bank (down 19.20 
per cent at Rs 183.45); 
Tata Motors (DVR) 
(down 11.64 per cent at 
Rs 116.50); Tata Motors 
(down 10.69 per cent at 
Rs 223.45; Mahindra & 
Mahindra (down 10.08 
per cent at Rs 860.70); 
and Adani Ports (down 
9.27 per cent at Rs 328.45 
per share).

Kolkata, Sep. 29 (IANS): Union Tex-
tile Minister Smriti Irani on Satur-
day said the Central government is 
making it mandatory that jute mills 
would get the entire payment for 
government orders only after jute 
farmers and labourers are paid fully.

“Jute industry has a ready order 
worth Rs 5,000-5,500 crore every 
year (in terms of sacking). The gov-
ernment gives such a huge order so 
that the jute industry stays alive. The 
huge money is given to the jute in-
dustry in terms of order so that the 
farmers and labourers can get ben-
efit out of it,” she said.

Farmers and labourers often 
complain that they do not get the 
benefit which they deserve, she said 
at an interactive session organised 
by the Indian Chamber of Com-
merce here.

“The jute industry used to get 
payments against the order regular-
ly. Why are the farmers and labourers 
complaining that? Now, we are mak-
ing it mandatory, that if you do not 
pay farmers or labourers or abdicate 
the responsibility, we will not give 
you the order,” Irani said.

“The Centre has made a special 
arrangement and another decision 
will come soon so that the industry 
would get the entire payment against 
the order from the government only 
after farmers and labourers get fully 
paid,” she said, adding that the in-
dustry assured that they would take 

care of the rights of the jute farmers 
and labourers.

Jute diversification, according to 
her, is going to be the future as it will 
not expand the base of the sector but 
also provide impetus for the growth. 
Beside Jute is being used in roads ex-
tensively, particularly in north-east-
ern states as it provides durability.

The Minister said Indian Jute 
Industries’ Research Association 
(IJIRA) developed a sanitary napkin 
based on jute products and other 
innovative products and the jute in-
dustry has to take the responsibility 
to take these innovations forward by 
commercial applications.

The Central government is focus-
ing on how to transform small-size 
firms into mid-size entities, Irani 
said.

“China prospers because its small 
firms became mid-size companies... 
small and medium enterprises ac-
count for 80 per cent of the textile 

industry and a lot of craft-based in-
dustry goes unaccounted.

“For the growth to happen ex-
ponentially, we are pushing towards 
ensuring that the small-size firms 
become mid-size entities. It needs 
infrastructure push,” she said.

Irani stressed upon innovation in 
terms of design that the textile indus-
try needs.

In view of objections being raised 
by the US in the WTO on the incen-
tives offered by India to its exporters 
even as the country’s per capita GNP 
has crossed the threshold limit, Irani 
said, “We have to study the new re-
gime in terms of WTO and there has 
to be a quantifiable impact analysis. 
The government is analysing every 
element of the impact of the WTO 
regime and post December, we take 
proactive steps to ensure that indus-
tries are supported.”

Addressing the Annual General 
Meeting at the Merchants’ Chamber 
of Commerce later in the day, she 
said the government has increased 
the import duty on some textile 
products to protect domestic manu-
facturing.

According to her, India looks at 
the trade war between China and the 
US as an opportunity and not as a 
challenge. 

She said India would be ben-
efited from the trade war not only 
through policy intervention but also 
through industry practices.

New Delhi, Sep. 29 (IANS): Fuel 
prices in the country continued 
their upward movement on Satur-
day, with petrol costing nearly Rs 91 
a litre in Mumbai.

In the country’s financial capital, 
petrol was priced at Rs 90.75 per li-
tre, up from Rs 90.57 on Friday, data 
on the Indian Oil Corp’s website 
showed.

Petrol prices in the other key cit-
ies of Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai 

were at Rs 83.40, Rs 85.21 and Rs 
86.70 per litre, respectively -- all at 
new record levels -- higher than the 
previous levels of Rs 83.22, Rs 85.03 
and Rs 86.51 per litre.

The increase in transportation 
fuel prices comes amid surging 
crude oil prices. Currently, Brent 
crude oil is priced around $83 per 
barrel.

Sector experts also attribute the 
high domestic fuel prices to the high 

rate of excise duty across the coun-
try.

In tandem with petrol, cost of 
diesel also rose to hit new highs on 
Saturday.

Prices of the fuel in the four met-
ros of Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai were Rs 74.63, Rs 76.48, Rs 
79.23 and Rs 78.91 a litre, respec-
tively, up from the Friday’s levels of 
Rs 74.42, Rs 76.27, Rs 79.01 and Rs 
78.69 per litre.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27th Sept 18
NOTICE

NO.M-444/18/5708-09 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti IMLIKABA PHOM -Vrs- KENEITEISO SORHIE resident of 
DIMAPUR Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
27.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: IMLIKABA PHOM
Village/Block No: 1, Patta No: 298
Dag No: 330/346, 344/347 Area: 00B-01K-06Ls
North: VIKRULIE, South: VIKRULIE
East: M.CHAKHESANG, West: TSEINUO

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6053

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27th Sept 18
NOTICE

NO.M-445/18/5706-07 Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti KIKHETO SUMI -Vrs- HOKIYE ACHUMI resident of 
DIMAPUR Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
27.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: KIKHETO SUMI
Village/Block No: 10, Patta No: 184
Dag No: 253, Area: 06B-00K-09Ls
North: T. AO, South: SUB- JAIL
East: YASHITSUNG BA (EDEN HOSPITAL), West: KIKHETO

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 
D-6054

FREE SKILL TRAINING PROGRAMME (STP) FOR UNEMPLOYEMENT YOUTHS
YASS (Youth Action for Social Service) Organization is conducting Free Skill Training 
Programme (STP) on Traditional Naga Konyak Weaving at Mon Town, Mon District: 
Nagaland. The Training is being sponsored by Small Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI).
Interested candidates from Nagaland may contact the below mentioned numbers before

Sl.No Name of the Training Programme Venue Duration Contact

1 Traditional Naga Konyak 
Weaving

Newsite, Mon 6 weeks 09436808728

Oct’2018 from 10 AM to 4 PM. The training Programme is free but no TA/DA will be provided.

For any further information, please contact: 09436808728/08014567679/09615525365
D-6055

AFFIDAVITRegd.No.1235  Date: 24.09.18

I, SMTI. NANDINI DAS W/o Shri Gautam Das, aged about 41 years, presently  
residing at H/No. 13/B, A.G. School Road, Bank Colony, ward No. 5, Dimapur MC, 
Dimapur: Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm on oath as follows:
1.That I am a bonafide citizen of India and residing at the above mentioned address.
2.That my actual Date of Birth is 02-12-1977.
3.That in the academic records my name has been mentioned as “BASUDHA 
BARMAN” and in my official documents as “NANDINI DAS”.
4.That after marriage both my name and surname was changed to “NANDINI DAS”.
5.That I am swearing this affidavit to declare my actual Date of Birth and that 
“BASUDHA BARMAN” and “NANDINI DAS” are the name of same and one person 
i.e., myself and further to officially continue my name as “ NANDINI DAS”.
6.That the statements made in paragraph 1 to 5 are true and correct to the best of 
my Knowledge and belief and nothing materials are concealed therein.

DEPONENT

Sworn before me 19th day of September, 2018. Chief Judicial Magistrate
Dimapur: Nagaland

D-6056

D-6057

Market Review

Gold 
glitters on 
positive 
global cues, 
jewellers’ 
buying
New Delhi, Sep. 29 
(PTI): Breaking its three-
day losing streak, gold 
bounced back by Rs 250 
to Rs 31,550 per 10 gram 
at the bullion market Sat-
urday in sync with a firm 
trend overseas amid fresh 
buying by local jewellers.

Silver followed suit 
and touched the Rs 
39,000-mark by spurting 
Rs 1,100 to Rs 39,100 per 
kg backed by increased 
offtake by industrial units 
and coin makers.

Traders said senti-
ment bolstered largely in 
tandem with a firm trend 
overseas and pick-up in 
buying by local jewellers 
at domestic spot market.

Globally, gold rose 
by 0.83 per cent to USD 
1,192.20 an ounce and 
silver by 2.85 per cent 
to USD 14.64 an ounce 
in New York in Friday’s 
trade.

In the national capi-
tal, gold of 99.9 per cent 
and 99.5 per cent purity 
climbed Rs 250 each to Rs 
31,550 and Rs 31,400 per 
10 gram, respectively. 

The metal had lost Rs 
425 in the previous three 
days.

Sovereign, however, 
remained flat at Rs 24,500 
per piece of 8 gram.

In line with gold, sil-
ver ready jumped by Rs 
1,100 to Rs 39,100 per kg 
and weekly-based deliv-
ery by Rs 715 to Rs 38,575 
per kg.

Silver coins, too, 
flared up by Rs 1,000 to Rs 
73,000 for buying and Rs 
74,000 for selling of 100 
pieces.

crore policyholders and 
a majority of them are 
common people. The 
government wants LIC, 
along with the largest 
public sector bank SBI, 
to spend their money 
which belongs to the 
common people to pro-
tect the foreign investors, 
he said.

The government is 
monitoring the situa-
tion of IL&FS and would 
take appropriate action 
to ensure that there is no 
undue impact on the fi-
nancial system, said Eco-
nomic Affairs Secretary 
S C Garg Friday in New 
Delhi.

On September 25, Fi-

nance Minister Arun Jait-
ley said the government 
is “closely” monitoring 
the situation arising out 
of the defaults by IL&FS 
Group.

The same day, LIC 
Chairman V K Sharma 
said that as a shareholder 
it would not allow debt-
ridden IL&FS to collapse 
and would explore op-
tions to revive it.

“We will ensure IL&FS 
does not collapse. We 
will not allow contagion 
to spread from IL&FS... 
All options are open (in-
cluding raising stake in 
the company),” Sharma 
had said after meeting 
Jaitley.

Kolkata, Sep. 29 (PTI): 
Refractory industry Sat-
urday said import has 
jumped sharply by 40 per 
cent to Rs 2,529 crore in 
2017-18 against that of Rs 
1804 crore registered in 
FY’17.

Lack of raw material 
is one of the major cause 
for rise in imports, Indian 
Refractory Makers Asso-
ciation (IRMA) chairman 

Hakimuddin Ali said at 
the AGM here.

“The domestic refrac-
tory makers has to import 
raw materials. Even fin-
ished refractory products 
are being imported as at 
times import is cheaper 
than manufacturing in 
India,” Ali said.

“We are urging the 
government to look into 
the problems of duty 

structure on raw material 
and finished refractories,” 
he said.

The IRMA also re-
quested the government 
to take steps to push re-
fractories grade bauxite 
and manganese to save 
the Rs 6500 crore industry.

Cost pressure of raw 

material of the industry is 
also a major problem as it 
has gone up by 25-40 per 
cent in the last one and 
half years.

Steel sector is the ma-
jor consumer of refracto-
ries and as it consumes 75 
per cent of their produc-
tion.
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Unlocking a Mystery
BIBLE READ:  EPHESIANS 3:1–12
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

This mystery is that through the gospel the 
Gentiles are heirs together with Israel. 

~  Ephesians 3:6    

When I came home from work one day and saw a pair of lady’s high-heel shoes next to the drive-
way, I was sure I knew whose they were. So I put them in the garage to give to my daughter Lisa 
when she returned to the house to pick up her children. But when I checked with Lisa, I found they 

didn’t belong to her. In fact, no one in our family claimed them, so I put them back where I’d found them. 
The next day, they were gone. Mysterious.

Did you know that the apostle Paul wrote of a mystery in his letters? But the mystery he described was 
so much more than some kind of “whodunit.” In Ephesians 3, for example, Paul spoke of a mystery that 
“was not made known to people in other generations” (v. 5). This mystery is that, while in the past God 
revealed Himself through Israel, now, through Jesus, Gentiles—those outside of Israel—could be “heirs 
together with Israel” (v. 6).

Think about what this means: all who trust Jesus as Savior can love and serve God together. We can all 
equally “approach [Him] with freedom and confidence” (v. 12). And through the church’s unity the world 
will see God’s wisdom and goodness (v. 10).

Praise God for our salvation. It unlocks for us the mystery of unity as people of any and all back-
grounds become one in Jesus.

Thank You, Jesus, for the unity all believers can enjoy in You. Help us to serve  
together as equal members of Your body.

Unity in Christ breaks down barriers and builds the church.

Tim Tebow Explains How to Live Each Day As a Gift

MR (Measles & Rubella) Infection and its Maladies

Four Years of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission)

I
magine waking up each day fueled by 
a whisper: “This is the day.” A day for 
what? you wonder. A day for change. 
A day that can be different, better than 

yesterday. A day that, even in the revolving 
door of responsibilities and to-dos, can be 
filled with more purpose and passion than 
you think possible.

Imagine when hearing the sound of 
the morning alarm, instead of groaning 
or slapping the snooze button, you awak-
en—mind, heart, and soul—to possibility. 
Something better. Something more.

You open your eyes, and before your 
feet hit the ground running, you pause. You 
choose not to be ruled by the tune of just 
getting by, not to allow what really matters 
to get swallowed up by the daily grind, and 
not to ignore what you really want out of 
life.

This is the day that God has made. This 
day. Right now. Whatever moment you are 
breathing in, God made this day. Even when 
times are tough, something about this day 
is good. There’s always a reason, however 
small, to find joy in this day. Sometimes we 
have to choose to look for it. Sometimes we 
have to ask God to help us find it.

The Gift of Today
God gives us today as a gift. He wants us to 
pursue it, not just for selfish ambition but 

to do something meaningful with it. To use 
it to grow, to love others well, to help some-
one, to pursue a dream He’s put on our 
hearts. This is the day to live without fear 
of the unknown, without being chained 
by failure or what-ifs.This is the day to be 
willing to change, to be open, to believe, to 
hope. If we don’t attack each day with this 
intentionality, it’s almost like telling God, 
“Thanks, but no thanks.”

How different would your day be if you 

lived out the words of Psalm118:24? Think 
about it; really think about it.
Is there something you would change?
Is there someone you would reach out to?
Is there something you would need to give?
Is there something you would need to let 
go of?

I’m not saying putting this into practice is 
easy. Hard times are inevitable. Obstacles 

will come. Some battles are harder to fight 
than others. You may get knocked down, 
but you don’t have to stay there. Each day 
you wake up, you have a chance to get un-
stuck, to step out of a comfortable routine 
that may be limiting your potential, and to 
fight for something that’s important.

You were made not just to survive today 
but to thrive in it. I want to encourage you 
to stop putting off your dreams, your goals, 
and the purpose God has for you. It’s time 
to become the person He has created you 
to be.

The Opportunity of Today
It’s never too late. You’re not too young. 
You’re not too old. You can have purpose 
not only in your life but also in this day. 
There is always something you can do right 
now to improve yourself, to make an impact 
on someone or something else, or to create 
or enjoy a meaningful moment. Challenge 
yourself right now to begin to think about 
each day as an opportunity to crush it, to 
pursue the right things, to gain a better per-
spective, to step out of your comfort zone, 
and to go all in.

This is the day you can switch off auto-
pilot and begin living with passion.

The race is not always won by the fast-
est runner. A day is not always conquered 
by the one who has the most skill, the most 
smarts, the most talent, or the most money. 
The one who tries to live each day to its po-
tentialis the one who doesn’t give up. She’s 

the one who is not afraid of working hard 
for something that matters. He’s the one 
who doesn’t let setbacks stop his momen-
tum. She’s the one who is not afraid of the 
pain of growth. He’s the one who will fight 
no matter how big or strong his opponent.

Want to get better at something?
Want to be successful?
Want to see that dream happen?
Want to make a difference?
Want to conquer life’s obstacles, de-

tours, and sucker punches?
You need grit. You need drive. You need 

to be persistent. You need to work hard. You 
need to change. You need to grow. You need 
these things to give whatever passion you 
have momentum.

There is no instant payoff with growth. 
It’s not like I train for an hour and see re-
sults the next day. I train, and guess what 
happens next? I hurt. I’m uncomfortable. 
Sometimes I’m even in pain. The payoff is 
in the faith that the training will pay off. I re-
cover and I get better. And then I repeat the 
cycle over and over and over again.

What are you willing to climb over, hus-
tle around, or break through to make some-
thing happen? In your marriage . . . your 
family . . . your dream . . . your relationship 
with God? Whatever your goal is, don’t give 
up. Keep at it.

This article is an excerpt from This Is 
the Day by Tim Tebow, with A. J. Gregory. 

What is measles?
Measles is a very contagious respi-
ratory infection. It causes a total-
body skin rash and flu-like symp-
toms. 20 million cases happen 
worldwide every year. With about 
50,000 deaths in India due to Mea-
sles and rubella

Measles (also called rubeola) is 
caused by a virus, so there's no spe-
cific medical treatment for it. The 
virus has to run its course. A child 
who is sick should stay at home or 
day care to prevent spreading the 
infection.

What are the signs and 
symptoms of measles?
The first symptoms of a measles in-
fection are usually a hacking cough, 
runny nose, high fever, and red 
eyes. Kids also may have Koplik's 
spots (small red spots with blue-
white centers) inside the mouth be-
fore the rash starts.

The rash breaks out 3–5 days 
after symptoms start, sometimes 
along with a high fever up to 104°F 
(40°C). The red or reddish-brown 
rash usually begins as flat red spots 
on the forehead. It spreads to the 
rest of the face, then down the neck 
and torso to the arms, legs, and feet. 
The fever and rash slowly go away 
after a few days.

Measles is very contagious. In 

fact, 9 out of 10 people who aren't 
vaccinated for measles will get it if 
they are near an infected person.

How do people get measles?
Measles spreads when people 
breathe in or have direct contact 
with virus-infected fluid. It can pass 
through droplets sprayed into the 
air when someone with measles 
sneezes or coughs. Someone ex-
posed to the virus might not show 
symptoms until 8–10 days later.

How is measles treated?
There is no specific medical treat-
ment for measles. To help manage 
symptoms:

give your child plenty of fluids 
encourage extra rest give Paraceta-
mol, if a fever makes your child un-
comfortable. Never give aspirin to a 
child who has a viral illness, as such 
use is linked to Reye syndrome.

Kids with measles should be 
closely watched by a doctor. In 
some cases, measles can lead to 
other complications, such as ear 
infections, croup, diarrhoea, pneu-
monia, encephalitis (irritation and 
swelling of the brain)

Can measles be prevented?
The best way to protect your kids 
is to make sure they're immunized 
against measles by getting vaccinat-
ed with two doses at 9 months and 

15 months
For most kids, measles pro-

tection is part of the measles-
mumps-rubella vaccine (MMR) 
or measles-mumps-rubella-vari-
cella vaccine (MMRV) given when 
they're 9 months and 12 to 15 
months old and again when they're 
4 to 6 years old.

It's important for all kids who 
can get the vaccine to get it on 
schedule. At-risk people (such as 
those with weakened immune sys-
tems) can't get the vaccine and de-
pend on "herd immunity." This is 
when a lot of people are immunized 
against a disease, which prevents it 
from spreading and helps prevent 
outbreaks.

Most of the people who got 
measles were not vaccinated.

Those at highest risk during an 
outbreak are:
• infants who aren't old enough to 

get the vaccine
•  pregnant women
• people with poor nutrition or 

weakened immune systems
If they have contact with some-

one who has measles, doctors can 
give an injection of measles anti-
bodies (called immune globulin). 
It's most effective when given with-
in 6 days of contact. These antibod-
ies can either prevent measles or 

make symptoms less severe.
The measles vaccine may offer 

some protection to women who 
are not pregnant and people not in 
an at-risk group if given within 72 
hours of measles exposure.

What is Rubella?
Rubella virus is single stranded RNA 
virus of the Togaviridae family (ge-
nus Rubivirus). Rubella virus infec-
tion gives rise to two distinct clini-
cal entities based on when the virus 
is acquired. When acquired postna-
tally (after birth to adulthood), the 
virus produces a mild illness with a 
characteristic rash.

However, when acquired dur-
ing fetal development, the virus 
gives rise to the congenital rubella 
syndrome (CRS), which can be 
devastating and can cause death 
of the fetus (baby in the womb). 
Its association with CRS led to the 
development of an effective vac-
cine in 1970. In countries that have 
adopted effective rubella vaccine 
strategies, the rates of natural ru-
bella infection and CRS have re-
duced. Unfortunately, many areas 
of the world lack effective rubella 
vaccine programs, and some peo-
ple in the countries with access to 
the vaccine choose not to vacci-
nate. This leaves a substantial por-
tion of the world population sus-

ceptible to rubella virus infection 
and CRS.

 What damage can Rubella 
infection cause?
In postnatal Infection 20-50% of 
infected individuals are asympto-
matic.Younger patients are often 
asymptomatic until rash onset but 
can have mild coryza and diarrhea. 
Rubella demonstrates a distinctive 
pattern of lymphadenopathy mani-
fest by enlargement of the post-au-
ricular and sub-occipital nodes.

 In CRS all organ systems can 
be involved in the rubella-infected 
fetus, leading to an impressive ar-
ray of possible findings at birth. 
CRS is characterized by the clas-
sic triad of cataracts, cardiac ab-
normalities, and deafness. Find-
ings in infants with CRS include: 
Sensorineural hearing loss, Cata-
racts, pigmented retinopathy, 
glaucoma, Congenital heart dis-
ease (like Patent ductusarteriosis 
(PDA),peripheral pulmonic steno-
sis), Microcephaly(small head and 
brain), meningoencephalitis(brain 
infection), Hepatosplenomegally, 
Thrombocytopenic purpura, Large 
anterior fontanel, Cryptorchidism/
inguinal hernia etc and even death.

How can rubella infection be 
prevented?

Rubella vaccine is a live attenuated 
virus vaccine. Three separate ru-
bella vaccines were licensed in the 
United States in 1969. Since 1979, a 
single vaccine (the RA 27/3 strain) 
has been licensed in the United 
States. It is currently available com-
bined with measles and mumps 
vaccines (MMR) or with measles, 
mumps, and varicella vaccines 
(MMRV).

The rubella vaccine is safe and 
immunogenic. Ninety-five percent 
or more of vaccinated people at 
least 12 months of age develop se-
rologic evidence of immunity after a 
single dose, and immunity lasts for 
at least 15 years in more than 90% 
of those vaccinated. At least one 
dose of rubella-containing vaccine 
is recommended for all children 9 
months of age or older. A second 
dose of rubella-containing vaccine 
is recommended at 15 months to 5 
years of age to produce immunity 
in those who fail to respond to the 
first dose.

By choosing not to vaccinate, 
one not only continues to be sus-
ceptible to the infection but also 
remains as a potential threat, of 
transmitting the infection to other 
people.

Issued in public interest by Indain 
Academy of Pediatrics (IAP), 

Nagaland

World Health Organisation (WHO) 
estimated 3 lakhs live of the peo-
ple of India would be saved from 

diarrhoeal deaths and over 1.4 crore 'Dis-
ability Adjusted Life' Years would also be 
avoided by 2019 with the massive imple-
mentation of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan or 
Swachh Bharat Mission. UNICEF report 
of 2017 estimated that each family in an 
'Open Defecation Free' villages of India 
would save Rs.50,000 per year on account 
of avoidable medical costs, time savings 
and value of life saved.Swachh Bharat 
Mission is a unique and life saving mis-
sion to leverage better behavioral change 
of enhanced personal hygiene, cleanli-
ness and sanitation of community,develop 
healthy environment free from various 
forms of pollution, save more income and 
lives. A million dollar question would be 
how far has SBA/SBM impacted us? To 
what extent has it being sensitized and 
implemented?Has it been able to change 
our mindset and life style?

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan was 
launched on 2nd October 2014, the 154th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi at 
Rajghat, New Delhi by our Prime Minister 
NarindraModi. It is a Nation-Wide Cleanli-
ness Campaign having two sub-missions 
i.e. Swachh Bharat (Rural) operating under 

the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion and Swachh Bharat (Urban) operating 
under the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs. Basically the purpose behind the 
campaign is to create awareness and sen-
sitise the citizens to implement the prac-
ticable activities with action using locally 
available resources for provisions to the 
intended citizens such as toilets, systems 
of solid and liquid waste management, 
cleanliness in cities, towns and villages, 
supply of safe and sufficient drinking wa-
ter. Specifically it also envisaged to achieve 
Clean India and end Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) by 2019 to pay a befitting homage to 
the father of the nation on his 150th birth 
anniversary.

Successful Activities of SBM
Sanitation coverage as per NITI Aayog 
report mention dramatic increased in ru-
ral India from 38% in 2014 to over 92%, 
4.5 lakh villages and over 450 districts 
have been declared Open Defecation 
Free (ODF) in 2018.This is a phenomenal 
achievement of SBM in its fourth anni-
versary.SBM has touched the length and 
breadth of India where significant works 
of cleanliness drive and activities have 
truly energized and captured the imagi-
nation of all.Many government schools 

and institutions in Nagaland have also 
participated for the forthnight program 
of SwachhtaPakhwada(Cleanliness and 
Sanitation) organized by the Department 
of School Education,Nagaland through 
direction by the Ministry of Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation(MDWS), the nodal 
ministry for Swachh Bharat and Swach-
htaPakhwada from 1st to 15th Septem-
ber 2018 culminating with the launch of 
Swachhta Hi Seva(Cleanliness is Serv-
ice) Campaign(from 15th to 2nd October 
2018).Moreover,enormous materials for 
toilets have been provided and construc-
tion process in the form of Individual 
Household Latrines (IHLs),build tradition-
al pond, community sanitary complexes, 
drainage system, community rain water 
harvesting (RWH) and distribution of dust-
bin to each households at villages under 
the Department of PHED, Nagaland.
Furthermore,various churches and NGOs/
CSOs as part of its yearly activities sanitize 
surroundings of villages and towns such 
as footsteps, drainage,well/pond, planta-
tion of tress, places of public and historical 
importance etc. to some degree of success 
even much before the launch of SBM cam-
paign .In addition,the call by the GoN to 
observe Swachhta Hi Seva from 29th Sep-
tember to 2nd October 2018 at the district 

level and sub-division level are breathtak-
ing and noteworthy involving mass par-
ticipation to get rid of filth and facelift our 
towns and cities for rebuilding Nagaland 
towards cleaner environment and foster-
ing enviable civic sense. It is anticipated 
many districts, sub-divisions and villages 
in Nagaland would be declared 'Open Def-
ecation Free' sooner than later with the 
ongoing rapid pace of the drastic ground 
work on cleanliness and sanitation pro-
gramme.

The mass campaign and implemen-
tation of SBM has been able to evoke a 
sense of hope,participation, responsibil-
ity, belongingness and pride amongst the 
denizens.Cleanliness and sanitation pro-
gramme or activities are not new thing. Eve-
ryone is aware of the importance, purpose 
and benefit of it.Nonetheless, knowingly 
or unknowingly everyone fail in one way or 
the other to initiate,activate and imbibed it 
for daily habits and practices owing to con-
siderable factors.SBM is a mammoth tasks 
but not a herculean tasks.It is pragmatic 
and achievable once proper mechanisms 
are placed in the right perspective.Role of 
enlightened citizens and various NGOs are 
critical to make the vision and mission of 
SBM a reality for the common populace 
to harness the intended dividends. Con-

vergence of departments can ease the 
burden of the tasks at hand.Technical and 
expert guidance can save more economy 
for provisons of safe diposal of waste,safe 
drinking water supply,rain water harvest-
ing.State administrators along with town/
village administrators can focus more 
on schools, community or public health 
centres, anganwadi centres and wards/
colonies/khels.Assigned responsibilities 
and participation of all stakeholders can 
create less room for mere implementa-
tion on activities and actions on Swachh 
Bharat Mission to thwart off half hearted 
dedication and performance,publicity 
stunt, photoshopping, half-baked imple-
mentation and indifferent attitude.More 
source of funds through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) to the targeted households 
of towns and villages can aid citizens com-
fortably to avail and access better rain wa-
ter harvesting,toilets and bathrooms.The 
magic wand lies upon each awakened and 
alerted citizens to ensure availability and 
sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all by 2030 or before in line 
with aims of the Sustainable Deveopment 
Goals (SDGs) empowering us also towards 
greener and healthier Nagaland.

AF Francis Magh,
fmagh043@gmail.com
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Perhaps you spent 
quite a bit of money lately and you’re hold-
ing your breath waiting for the bills to roll in. 
Some quick reckoning of receipts today like-

ly yields some wonderful news. Wonder of wonders, it 
appears you’ve stayed within your budget, Aries! Try 
not to overreact to the news that you have more mon-
ey than you thought. Give your wallet and checkbook 
some time off.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a good 
day to reflect on the past weeks and get 
some perspective, Taurus. You’ve prob-
ably been working too hard and neglecting 

other priorities in your life. Give yourself this day to 
relax and visit with friends and relatives. Spend the 
day chatting, laughing, and unwinding. Don’t obsess 
about tasks that wait for you at the office. They aren’t 
going anywhere.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Don’t plunge 
headfirst into work mode, Gemini. The 
cleaning and tidying up can surely wait for 
another day. Today’s energies indicate that 

spending time with friends and family should be 
your main priority. Consider spending the afternoon 
doing activities with your kids. Hire a babysitter for 
the evening. It would do you good to go out with 
your partner - just the two of you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It’s likely that 
your thoughts are completely turned to 
work. Much as you should devote your time 
off to friends and family, you can’t help the 

way you’re wired, Cancer. When at home, you may 
sneak away to check your email. Perhaps you secretly 
phone your business partner. Your family rolls their 
eyes, but generally understands and forgives your cra-
zy behavior. Be sure to turn on the extra charm, just in 
case!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): This is a good day 
for financial matters, Leo. With your cred-
it cards maxed out, you may be thinking 
that your bank account isn’t as healthy 
as it could be. But today you’re likely to 

receive some news that indicates otherwise. You 
may get a windfall or discover that your portfolio 
is generating healthy returns. It’s a good day for pa-
perwork.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You could be feel-
ing quite lazy today, Virgo, and you definitely 
deserve to feel this way! You deserve some 
time off after all of the activities of the past 

week. Give yourself the gift of a true day off. Do only 
what you want, whether it’s watching movies or spend-
ing the afternoon soaking in the tub. Total indulgence. 
Just relax and unwind.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You think of your-
self as a practical person, Libra, but today 
your thoughts may turn to the mystical and 
spiritual. Your intuition is strong now, letting 

you tune in to the feelings of your loved ones. This al-
lows you to be empathetic and understanding, which 
your partner especially appreciates. Your intuition may 
inspire you to approach a problem in a new way. Let 
your mind wander and see what develops.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You will prob-
ably encounter a bit of opposition along 
with today’s planetary energies, Scorpio. 
Even those who are usually right behind 

you will seem uncooperative. Try not to let this faze 
you too much. Resolve to follow your own instincts 
and work alone if need be. Once you’ve had a chance 
to advance your ideas further along on your own, you 
can present them again.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
thoughts today are likely to turn to setting 
goals for the future, particularly concern-
ing your career. While you’ve made a lot of 

progress in recent months, you’d like to see even more 
forward movement. This would be a great day to start 
thinking of concrete ways to make that happen, Sagit-
tarius. Why not have a family brainstorming session? 
It’s likely to yield some great advice.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today’s 
planetary energies are stimulating your 
ambition, Capricorn. Issues connected 
with your professional life may be very 

much on your mind. You could plot out ways to fur-
ther your career. Perhaps you seek a promotion in 
your current business, or you could be thinking about 
looking for another job entirely. This is the ideal time 
to put specific plans into place for the future.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’ve been 
so busy socializing these past few weeks 
that you may have inadvertently neglected 
the special person in your life, Aquarius. It’s 

been fun to be out and about together, attending par-
ties and having people over for dinner, but that has left 
little time for closeness and snuggling. Try to rectify 
that today. In fact, a midafternoon nap might be called 
for. Why not invite your honey to join you?

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It’s possible that 
a big change is in store for you in the near fu-
ture, Pisces. It may be that you’ve come to re-
alize that your current home and neighbor-

hood are no longer a good fit. If you’ve been toying with 
the idea of moving, today you may get some news that 
motivates you to make your fantasy a reality. This is a 
good day to peruse the real estate listings. You might be 
pleasantly surprised by what you find.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Amulya Ganguli | IANS

Barbara Guinn | The Conversation

Does Rahul Have What It Takes to Forge Opposition Unity?

Why We Are Looking for 
Cancer Clues in Urine

T
he Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) 
hope of avoiding the nightmare of 
a united opposition may well be 
fulfilled.

After K. Chandrashekhar Rao of the Tel-
angana Rashtra Samithi poured cold water 
on the idea of a federal front floated by him 
and Mamata Banerjee some time ago, the 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) czarina, Maya-
wati, has scuttled the possibility of a united 
opposition battling the BJP by charting out 
her own course.

By forming an alliance with breakaway 
Congress leader Ajit Jogi in Chhattisgarh 
and unilaterally announcing the names 
of 22 BSP candidates in Madhya Pradesh, 
Mayawati has virtually dumped the Con-
gress and exposed the hollowness of the 
bonhomie which the non-BJP leaders had 
displayed at the swearing-in of Karnataka 
Chief Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy in Ben-
galuru last May.

All eyes will now be on Uttar Pradesh to 
see whether the understanding between 

the Samajwadi Party (SP) and the BSP, 
which paid rich dividends for the two in re-
cent by-elections, will last till 2019.

Given Mayawati’s disinclination to go 
along with the Congress and her demand 
for a “respectable” share of seats in an elec-
toral arrangement, it is open to question 
whether the Uttar Pradesh tie-up will sur-
vive the strains of her mercurial tempera-
ment.

Several reasons have been cited to ex-
plain her hesitancy to be a part of a broad-
based anti-BJP front. One is that she is un-
der pressure because of the pending cases 
against her being pursued by the Enforce-
ment Directorate and other government 
agencies.

The other is that she wants to assert her 
hold on the Dalits at a time when young 
leaders of the community like Jignesh Me-
wani and Chandrashekhar Azad “Ravan” 
are coming to the fore.

A third factor is her known unreali-
ability as an ally which was in evidence in 
Uttar Pradesh in the mid-1990s when she 
dumped the SP in favour of her sworn en-
emy at the time, the BJP, and then ditched 

it as well.
More recently, she is back to an un-

derstanding with the SP which, too, had 
become a sworn enemy following the so-
called circuit house incident in Lucknow in 
1995 when she faced a serious threat from a 
group of Samajwadi Party “goons”.

However, what the latest uncertainties 
in the wake of her politicking suggests is 
that a far more concerted attempt to form 
an alliance of the national opposition par-
ties is needed than the present desultory 
initiatives that are being undertaken by 
leaders like Mamata Banerjee and Sharad 
Pawar.

For this purpose, an occasional dinner 
or a march to “save” the Constitution are 
not enough. There have to be regular meet-
ings of the leaders of parties whose com-
mitment to take on the BJP is unequivocal 
-- a test in which the BSP has failed.

Among the parties whose “secular” cre-
dentials and reliability can be trusted are 
the Congress, the Trinamool Congress, the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal, the Samajwadi Party, 
the National Conference, the Left parties 
and the Nationlist Congress Party -- al-

though Sharad Pawar’s comment that the 
people do not doubt Modi’s intentions on 
the Rafael deal will bother the Congress.

The prime ministerial ambitions of 
some the leaders like Mamata Banerjee 
are known, but these motivations need not 
come in the way of bringing together like-
minded parties on a common platform, 
leaving the leadership question for the fu-
ture. But to do so, there is a need for some-
one to assume the responsibility of doing 
the hard work of networking.

Can Rahul Gandhi be the person since 
Mamata does not quite have a pan-Indian 
persona while Sharad Pawar at 78 may not 
have the energy to do the running around a 
la Amit Shah?

The West Bengal Chief Minister’s other 
difficulty is that she is apparently facing 
considerable problems at home. As the 
violence during the panchayat elections 
showed, there are widespread misgivings 
about the law and order situation in the 
state where the Trinamool Congress cadres 
are seemingly emulating the earlier lawless-
ness of the Marxists.

Since the unsettled conditions are be-

ing exploited by the BJP to establish itself in 
the state, the Chief Minister faces a politi-
cal challenge as well. She may not have the 
time, therefore, to stitch together an oppo-
sition combine by reaching out to the vari-
ous leaders across the country.

The Congress president is better placed 
in this respect. He is relatively young at 48 
and is not burdened by administrative du-
ties. He is also now far more energetic than 
when he was caught napping in parliament.

His disadvantage is that he is not a “nat-
ural” politician like his sister Priyanka and 
is generally seen to be standoffish and ill at 
ease with the leaders of other parties, espe-
cially the elder ones among them.

But it is now generally agreed that he 
is becoming more adept at interactions. 
Given the challenges which the Congress 
is facing in the wake of Mayawati’s cynical 
manoeuvres, Rahul has no alternative but 
to leave no stone unturned in the quest for 
forging a viable opposition unity.

Amulya Ganguli is a political analyst. The 
views expressed are personal. He can be 
reached at amulyaganguli@gmail.com

T
he human immune sys-
tem is actually quite good 
at killing cancer cells. In 
fact, we believe it does so 

quite frequently. People who have 
AIDS or have had an organ trans-
plant have suppressed immune 
systems and go on to develop 
cancer more often than healthy 
individuals. And as people age, 
their immune systems don’t work 
as well and they develop cancer 
more often.

But sometimes a tumour 
grows faster than the immune 
system can cope with, or can hide 
from the immune system’s sur-
veillance. Many researchers are 
now trying to boost the immune 
system to create new and more 
effective treatments than conven-
tional techniques such as chemo-
therapy.

For the last 19 years, I have 
been looking for proteins in the 
body that could help stimulate 
the immune system to kill can-
cer. And my colleagues and I have 
now discovered that one of these 
proteins could also be used to 
diagnose ovarian cancer much 
earlier than was thought possi-
ble. If it could be used in a simple 
urine test, it could pave the way 
for survival rates to increase from 
around 20% to as much as 90% 
for patients who have this protein 
in their wee.

These proteins are known as 
antigens, meaning they are rec-
ognised by the immune system. 
My interest in these proteins has 
earned me the nickname “the an-
tigen miner” from grant review-
ers. I have looked for antigens in 
leukaemias, lymphomas, colon 
cancer and, most recently, ovarian 
cancer.

The biggest discovery I have 
worked on was the realisation that 
a cancer-specific antigen can also 
provide insights into how cancer 
starts and develops. Some of these 
proteins can even indicate how 
long a patient is likely to survive.

In these cases, we call the pro-
teins “biomarkers”. They can also 
indicate the best treatments for 
someone’s cancer by telling clini-
cians which type of cancer some-
one has or by indicating what is 
the best treatment. This could im-
prove the chances of patient sur-
vival and prevent time and money 

being wasted on treatments that 
are unlikely to work and only offer 
harsh side effects.

My favourite type of biomarker 
is one that could help us diagnose 
cancer sooner, and early diagnosis 
can make a huge difference to sur-
vival rates. Most ovarian cancer 
is diagnosed when it has reached 
stage III, when five-year survival 
rates are less than 20%.

But if we could diagnose pa-
tients earlier, in stages I or II, us-
ing a non-invasive urine test, that 
could massively increase patient 
survival, because we’d be treating 
patients while the tumour was 
small and more responsive to the 
treatment. In fact, the survival rate 
for patients with stage I of the dis-
ease is around 90%.

We realised that cancer-specif-
ic antigens could also be biomark-
ers because we looked at some of 
the antigens we had found and, 
with help from my colleague Pro-
fessor Ken Mills, noted how some 
were associated with patient age, 
sex, disease subtype and survival. 
This has led us to identify one spe-
cific biomarker as a sign of ovarian 
cancer.

Making a diagnosis
We’re now looking to see if we can 
find this biomarker in urine. It’s 
a small protein and may well be 
excreted in this way. If it is, then 
we could adapt a pregnancy test 
to detect the biomarker instead 
of pregnancy hormones. Then it 
could be used to provide a simple 
screening test for early stage ovar-
ian cancer.

Biomarkers are already used 
to detect other cancers such as 
prostate cancer via blood tests. 
And high levels of the biomarker 
CA125 in the blood can be an indi-
cator of ovarian cancer. But these 
tests don’t give us enough infor-
mation to make a diagnosis, and 
high levels of the biomarker don’t 
necessarily mean someone has 
ovarian cancer.

In many cases, it is best to look 
for several different biomarkers 
to get the information we need. 
It may be that urine tests of the 
future will look for biomarkers of 
both early and later stages of ovar-
ian cancer, maximising the chance 
of detecting ovarian cancer before 
the patient develops symptoms.

Sarah D'Souza and Admire Dube | The Conversation

Nanomedicine Could Revolutionise the Way We Treat TB. Here’s How

Novel Tool May Improve Quality of Life for Epilepsy Patients

T
uberculosis is one of the 
world’s deadliest infectious 
disease. Worldwide, there 
are still about 10.4 million 

cases of TB and 1.7 million deaths 
every year.

One of the reasons it’s been hard 
to bring the disease under control 
is that the drugs used to treat it re-
quire a gruelling regimen and can 
be toxic. This means people very of-
ten don’t finish the course.

TB treatment lasts for six months 
and uses a combination of four an-
timicrobial drugs taken in large, 
daily amounts. The reason for the 
large daily dose is that these drugs 
are poorly absorbed; even when a 
drug gets to the infected site, only a 
portion of it will enter the affected 
tissue and fight the bacteria. They 
are also quickly eliminated from 
sites of infection by metabolic body 
functions.

These medicines also exhibit 
considerable toxicity such as liver 
damage, painful tingling in the 
hands and feet as well as joint pain. 
That’s because they don’t just target 
the infected areas of the body.

In some instances, the medi-
cines are only available as injecta-
bles into the muscle, which is a 
painful procedure – and require dai-
ly clinic or prolonged hospital stays.

All of this leads to poor adher-
ence to treatment among TB pa-
tients – and, ultimately, contributes 
to the generation and transmission 
of drug resistant TB strains. These 

are even harder to treat, with treat-
ment lasting up to two years.

But there may be hope for TB 
treatment, in the form of nanomed-
icine. Tests are already being done 
on animals. And we are just two of 
many researchers from around the 
globe doing research at the nexus of 
nanomedicine and TB at the Uni-
versity of the Western Cape.

How nanomedicine works
Nanomedicine is the use of nanote-
chnology to either diagnose or treat 
a disease. Nanotechnology, simply 
put, is the creation of structures 
which are in the nanometer size 
range. One nanometer is equiva-
lent to the diameter of a strand of 
human hair that has been divided 
ten thousand times. Human DNA is 
about 2.5 nanometers in diameter. 
Advances in science now enable sci-
entists to engineer these tiny struc-
tures and load them with TB drugs 
to deliver them to infected sites in 
the human body.

Nanoparticles can be loaded 
with a variety of types of drugs such 
as proteins, DNA or even extracts 
from plants. Multiple drugs can be 
loaded in a single nanoparticle or a 
mixture of nanoparticles, each con-
taining a single type of drug, can be 
administered. Nanomedicines can 
be administered into the human 
body through swallowing, inhaling, 
injections or via the skin.

Nanomedicines are already be-
ing used by patients for the treat-
ment of cancer; examples include 

Doxil® and Abraxane®. Another 
nanomedicine, Diprivan®, is used 
as an anaesthetic.

Researchers believe that nano-
medicine could help TB patients 
enormously. They would need to 
take less medication for a shorter 
duration, with fewer side effects. 
And, hopefully, the drugs will be 
cheaper. There are already animal 
trials underway to test these hy-
potheses

Our ongoing research focuses 
on the application of nanoparticles 
to target cells of the immune system 
known as macrophages. These are a 
major harbour for the bacteria that 
causes TB; Mycobacterium tuber-
culosis.

Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
is able to multiply within the mac-
rophages and escape elimination 
by the body’s immune system. Na-
noparticles can be used to deliver 
immune-modulating signals to 
macrophages to turn these harbour 
sites into hostile environments for 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis.

This form of immunotherapy 
holds great promise: it could pre-
vent the generation of drug resist-
ant TB strains, since the body’s own 
immune system is used to kill the 
bacteria.

Targeting TB
The reason that nanoparticles 
hold such hope for TB treatment is 
that they can be carefully targeted. 
That’s because nanoparticles are 
able to make the drugs more avail-
able at the sites of infection by pro-
tecting them from breakdown prior 

to reaching the site. And there’s a 
greater uptake of the nanoparticles 
into infected sites.

Nanoparticles can also be local-
ised to only the sites of infection. 
This can be achieved in two ways. 
First, scientists can attach chemicals 
to the nanoparticles’ surfaces which 
serve as “homing devices” and tar-
get them to desired sites. Second, 
nanomedicines can be inhaled so 
they’re localised in the lungs – the 
centre of TB infection.

The TB drugs, then, would only 
act at the necessary sites. Less medi-
cine would be needed and toxic side 
effects would be reduced.

In addition, nanoparticles can 
control the rate at which the drug is 
released, extending the duration of 
the drug within the sites of infection. 
This would have significant implica-
tions for TB patients who have to 
take numerous drugs daily for long 
periods of time. Under these cir-
cumstances, more patients are likely 
to complete their courses, reducing 
the occurrence of drug resistance.

It’s hoped that these TB-specific 
nanomedicines will make it to hu-
man trials over the next few years, 
prove to be safe and effective – and 
start doing the important work of 
tackling this debilitating disease.

Sarah D’Souza is a postdoctoral 
fellow in Tuberculosis 

Nanomedicine Research Group at 
the University of the Western Cape. 

Admire Dube is an associate 
professor in pharmaceutical 

sciences at the University of the 
Western Cape

R
esearchers have developed 
a new tool that may help 
neurologists screen for ob-
structive sleep apnea (OSA) 

in people with epilepsy -- a disorder 
in which nerve cell activity in the 
brain is disturbed, causing seizures.

This study can determine the 
necessity for treatment, which may 
result in improved seizure control, 
reduction in anti-epileptic medica-
tions and reduce the risk of sudden 
unexpected death in epilepsy, the 
researchers said.

“Sleep disorders are common 
among people living with epilepsy 
and are under-diagnosed,” said lead 
author Martha A. Mulvey from the 
University Hospital, Newark.

“Seizures can often be triggered 
by low oxygen levels that occur dur-
ing OSA. Sleep deprivation and the 
interruption of sleep can therefore 

increase seizure frequency,” Mulvey 
added.

According to the Epilepsy Foun-
dation, approximately 40 per cent 
of people living with epilepsy have a 
higher prevalence of OSA that con-
tributes to poor seizure control.

For the study, published in the 

journal Neurology Clinical Practice, 
the team developed an assessment 
for identifying OSA, consisting of 12 
recognised risk factors. If a patient 
has at least two risk factors, they 
were referred for a sleep study.

The risk factors included body 
mass index (BMI) greater than 30 

kg/m2, snoring, choking or gasping 
in sleep, unexplained night-time 
awakening, morning headaches, dry 
mouth, sore throat or chest tightness 
upon awakening, undue night-time 
urination, decreased memory and 
concentration, neck circumference 
greater than 17 inches, excessive 
daytime sleepiness, undersized or 
backward displacement of the jaw 
and an assessment of the distance 
from the tongue base to the roof of 
the mouth.

The team found that out of the 405 
patients who were screened for OSA 
in the electronic health record, 33 per 
cent had at least two risk factors and 
were referred for a sleep study. 

They also found that out of the 
82 patients who completed a sleep 
study, 87 per cent showed at least 
mild sleep apnea.

Source: IANS



NEWS IN BRIEF
Arun Kumar appointed Director  
General of RPF
New Delhi, Sep. 29 (PTI): Senior IPS officer Arun Kumar 
was on Saturday appointed as Director General of Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF), according to an official order. 
Kumar, a 1985 batch officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, 
is serving as Special Director General of Border Security 
Force. He will hold the charge as RPF’s DG till his superan-
nuation on June 30, 2021, the order issued by Personnel 
Ministry said. Kumar has worked in several senior posi-
tions including that of Joint Director in Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). He was incharge of probe into high 
profile cases like the murder of 13-year-old Aarushi Talwar 
in Noida in 2008. He will succeed Dharmendra Kumar, who 
retires on Sunday.

WB govt funding heart surgeries of 
children free of cost
Kolkata, Sep 29 (PTI): Stressing that a “healthy heart is 
essential for a healthy body”, West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee said Saturday her government, under 
its ‘Shishu Sathi’ scheme, has been funding surgery of 
children with cardiac problems. The CM, on the occasion 
of World Heart Day, also stated that government hospitals 
in Bengal provide treatment free of cost. The ‘Sishu Saathi’ 
scheme, launched in 2013, is aimed at providing free 
treatment to children who suffer from heart condition, 
irrespective of their financial background.
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Free of expression severely deteriorated 
under Modi govt. — PEN International

Cong. failed as opposition, 
disconnected with people — Modi

Starting Jan 2017, over 30 children 
rescued from railway premises per day

India committed to achieving 
SDGs — Sushma Swaraj tells UNGA

Sabarimala verdict: Shiv Sena calls for Kerala shutdown tomorrow

Electricity Amendment Bill anti-
people, anti-federal — Kejriwal

58 million Indians 
living without 
pension — Survey 

Environment-related challenges 
getting deeper — Rajnath

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal addresses a press conference in 
relation to the new Electricity bill, in New Delhi, Saturday.

PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj addresses the 73rd United 
Nations General Assembly, at the UN Headquarters, Saturday.

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)
PTI

Pune/New Delhi, Sep. 
29 (IANS): India has wit-
nessed a rising tide of vio-
lence, impunity, extended 
pre-trial detentions, and 
surveillance under the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led NDA govern-
ment, PEN Internation-
al, said on Saturday as it 
wound up the 84th PEN 
International Congress 
with representation from 
80 countries in Pune. The 
International writers’ body 
called upon the Indian 
government to safeguard 
freedom of expression in 
the country.

It released a report 
“India: Pursuing truth in 
the face of intolerance” 
that outlines how dissent-
ing voices, by journalists, 
writers, academics or stu-
dents “face intimidation, 
harassment, prosecution, 
online abuse, and physical 
violence.”

The report brings to-
gether voices of writers, 
journalists, lawyers and 
academics, illustrating the 
varied ways in which criti-
cal voices are targeted and 
silenced. 

It highlights “the use of 
overbroad laws; directed 
attacks online and offline; 
the systematic stifling of 
academic research and 
freedom; and the con-
tinued marginalisation 
of and hostility towards 
women’s voices.”

“ L a w s  t h a t  s t i f l e 
speech; an environment 
hostile to dissenting views; 
and emboldened critics 
online and in the real 
world have cast a chill over 
free expression in India. 
Journalists and writers 
have been sued, intimi-
dated, threatened, and 
sometimes murdered. 
There is little political will 
to amend the laws that 
prevent free expression or 
to enforce laws that pro-
tect the writer,” said Salil 
Tripathi, Writers in Prison 
Committee Chair. 

PEN International said 
in an official statement 
that it “calls on the Indian 
authorities to protect its 
writers, journalists and 
all others exercising their 
right to free expression” 
and to “bring its legislation 
in line with its obligations 

under international law”.
“While this gathering 

has been about the pro-
motion of peace-building 
and celebrating the power 
of the written word, it is 
also about protecting free 
expression and remem-
bering those of us who 
pay the ultimate price for 
exercising this fundamen-
tal right. Today we honour 
Gauri Lankesh, who was 
shot to death outside her 
home a year ago. Even 
though we welcome the 
progress that has been in 
the investigation, we’re 
still waiting for justice. 
Unless the cycle of impu-
nity is broken, those who 
want to use violence to 
silence will be embolden 
to do so,” said PEN Inter-
national President Jennifer 
Clement. 

Asked about the views 
and findings of the PEN as 
far as worsening of situa-
tions under the Modi re-
gime is concerned, Clem-
ent unequivocally said 
there has been “a rising 
tide of violence, impunity, 
extended pre-trial deten-
tions, impunity and sur-

veillance”. 
“We have quite a few 

recommendations to the 
Indian government. To 
ensure the safety of jour-
nalists and make sure 
that there is no impunity 
against them, to ensure 
that they are not harmed, 
as has been seen in sev-
eral high-profile cases, 
train the police, launch 
public information cam-
paign to inform citizens 
of their legal rights in the 
face of online harassment 
and threats,” Clement told 
IANS over telephone from 
Pune. 

She added that the 
PEN International felt 
“very strongly”, especially 
in a country like India, as 
“the differences are what 
unites people and not 
what divides them”. 

“ T h e  g ov e r n m e n t 
should be thinking about 
the things that bring peo-
ple together and not tear 
them apart. I think what 
PEN is concerned about is 
that India has always been 
a country that one could 
uphold for being tolerant 
and being democratic. It 

used to be that India could 
be held as an example to 
the rest of the world. It’s 
very sad to see this turn. 
What would the future of 
such a democracy look 
like,” she asked.

The 15-page report 
“India: Pursuing truth in 
the face of intolerance” is 
highly critical of the Modi 
government and opens 
with a poster of the fire-
brand journalist-activist 
Gauri Lankesh. 

The report contends 
that “future generations 
will likely look back at the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) win in 2014 elec-
tions” as “the beginning of 
a drastically different era 
in independent India”. 

Notably, of the three 
new Vice Presidents, 
chosen for their “literary 
merit”, two are dissenting 
voices from India: Tamil 
writer Perumal Murugan, 
who was himself hounded 
by right-wing activists, 
and Nayantara Sahgal, 
who has been at the fore-
front of protests by writers 
and intellectuals against 
the Modi government.

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 
The Congress has failed 
as opposition as it has re-
mained disconnected with 
the people on the ground, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said Saturday while 
interacting with the BJP’s 
booth level workers.

He alleged that the 
Congress’ sole agenda is 
to level false charges and 
spread canards against the 
government.

Addressing booth work-
ers from Bilaspur, Basti, 
Chittorgarh, Dhanbad and 
Mandsaur via NamoApp, 
Modi said the Congress’ 
tenure at the centre was 
mired in corruption.

“In past four years 

Congress has been discon-
nected with people and has 
failed as opposition. Their 
sole agenda is to level false 
allegation on others and to 
spread fake news to divert 
people’s attention,” Modi 
said.

He urged the party 
workers to reach out to 
maximum number of peo-
ple through various me-
dia platforms and counter 
Congress’ “propaganda of 
false allegations” with facts.

“People with no vision 
today have become televi-
sion, which always keeps 
on playing a comedy,” 
Modi said targeting the 
Congress leadership.

Replying to questions 

from workers, the Prime 
Minister said that after de-
monetization, black money 
is no longer there in the 
property market. 

Prices of property have 
also fallen. Home loan in-
terest rate, which was more 
than 10 per cent under the 
UPA, has now come down, 
Modi said.

He also underlined that 
government has taken vari-
ous initiatives for middle 
class as rebate on income 
tax and returns on savings 
have increased in last four 
years.

In the past four years, 
the government has fo-
cused on development 
of all classes as part of its 
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’, 
Modi said, adding,”you 
can recall that people were 
facing price rise and infla-
tion under the previous 
government”.

Replying to a question 
on Naxalism, the Prime 
Minister said violence in 
Naxal-affected areas has 
reduced by around 20 per 
cent in the last four years. 

Around 3,500 Naxals 
surrendered between 2014-
2017 due to the impact of 
government policies and 
development, he said.

New Delhi, Sep. 29 (PTI): The Railway 
Protection Force has rescued more 
than 30 children per day starting 
January 2017 till August of this year, 
compared to less than 20 a day in 
three immediate years before 2017.

According to official figures, 
while over 20,000 children have been 
rescued by the RPF in 20 months 
beginning January 2017, a similar 
number of such children were sent 
home in three years -- 2014, 2015 
and 2016.

As far as year-wise numbers are 
concerned, according to the figures, 
11,178 children were rescued in 2017 
while 8,963 children have been sent 
home by the force with the help of 
child welfare committees and NGOs 
in 2018 (till August) -- the combined 
20-month number of 20,141 i.e. more 
than 1,000 children per month which 
comes out to be over 30 children per 
day.

In 2014, 5,294 children were 
rescued, the following year, the 
RPF rescued 7,044 children while 
in 2016, it sent home 8,593 children 
-- the combined 36-month number 
of 20931 or 581 children per month 
i.e. nearly 20 children per day.

A senior RPF official said the 

increased number of children being 
rescued does not mean there has 
been a corresponding increase in the 
number of crimes associated with 
them. 

“We are taking a more proactive 
role in identifying children in need 
of protection at railway premises and 
sending them home before they get 
into crime. Earlier, our role would 
begin when a crime has been com-
mitted,” Inspector General, RPF, Jaya 
Singh Chauhan told PTI. 

“That is why we are rescuing more 
children now than ever before.” 

Chauhan also said the RPF has 
started extensive sensitisation pro-
grammes for its staffers, especially the 
female workforce, on how to deal with 
such vulnerable children “especially if 
they are minors”. 

In five years since 2014 (till August 
2018), 41,072 children have been res-
cued. While 31,799 children who were 
rescued were boys, 9,273 were girls, 
according to the figures. 

Out of this, 1,812 children were 
trafficked, six were drug addicts, 460 
were destitute, 286 were abducted, 
3309 were left behind, 4,357 were 
missing, 334 were found medically 
unfit, 131 had fallen down from trains, 

193 were mentally ill while 8,944 were 
street children.

In the same period, 21,299 runa-
way children were also rescued.

The RPF, which recently held 
a sensitising programme for all its 
women staffers in the capital, gave 
them lessons in spotting a vulnerable 
child. 

“If the child is too consistent in 
his/her replies or too repetitive. If 
their answers are limited. If they have 
peculiar marks on their bodies and 
an attempt has been made to hide 
them, then it should evoke suspicion. 
That is what our staffers need to spot,” 
said Renu Chibber, DIG, Recruitment 
and Training, RPF, urging passengers 
travelling on trains or waiting at sta-
tions to look for signs and tip the 
authorities off.

The RPF, which currently has 
2,500 women personnel is planning 
to recruit 4,500 more, taking their 
strength in the force to nine per cent. 

“We are planning to take the 
number up to 10 per cent soon. We 
are deploying them much more to 
escort trains, to deal with children. 
They will be the sensitive face of the 
force, but quick to take action,” said 
the IG.

United Nations, Sep. 29 
(PTI): External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj as-
sured the UN General As-
sembly Saturday that India 
was totally committed to 
achieving the sustainable 
development objectives for 
its 1.3 billion people.

Addressing the General 
Debate of the 73rd session 
of the UN General Assem-
bly here, Swaraj said in 
2015, India had established 
2030 as a critically impor-
tant horizon for 17 Sustain-
able Development Goals.

“A common refrain, 
from 2015, has been that 
we will reach that horizon 
only if India finds its way to 
this destination. Otherwise, 
we shall fail,” she said.

“I assure this august 
gathering...that India will 
not let you fail. We are to-
tally committed to achiev-
ing these objectives for our 
own people,” Swaraj said.

Policy experts, ana-
lysts and think tanks have 
opined that the global suc-
cess in achieving the 2030 
development agenda is 
highly reliant on India’s 
performance.

S w a r a j  t o l d  t h e 
193-member UN body 
that under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship, India had initiated 
unprecedented economic 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Sep. 29 (IANS): The Kerala 
unit of Shiv Sena on Satur-
day announced a statewide 
shutdown on Monday to 
protest the Supreme Court 
verdict throwing open the 
Sabarimala temple to all 
women.

Party’s state secretary 
M.S. Bhuvendran alleged 
the verdict overlooked the 
temple traditions and ritu-
als.

“The Sabarimala tem-
ple has been following cer-
tain traditions much before 
the Indian Constitution 

came into being. 
These traditions are be-

ing followed by thousands 
of its devotees. Such tradi-
tions can not be looked 
down upon as it hurts the 
sentiments of the devo-
tees,” said Bhuvendran.

“Monday’s statewide 
shutdown is in protest 
against the vedict,” said 
Bhuvendran.

In a related develop-
ment, the Pandalam royal 
family, which has an in-
tegral role in the affairs of 
the Sabarimala temple, is 
learnt to have begun legal 

consultations to file a re-
view petition against the 
apex court verdict.

The Pandalam Palace 
is the custodian of Sabar-
imala temple jewels.

In a majority 4:1 judg-
ment, the top court also 
read down the provision of 
Kerala laws that protected 
the prohibition and said 
it could not be covered 
under practices essential 
and integral to religious 
practice.

Justice Indu Malhotra, 
the only woman judge in 
the five-judges bench, gave 

a dissenting judgment.
Chief Justice Dipak 

Misra reading out the judg-
ment, also on behalf of 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, 
said that subversion of 
women’s rights under the 
garb of physiological phe-
nomenon cannot be al-
lowed.

Meanwhile, state po-
lice chief Loknath Behra 
said on Saturday that a 
lot of work has to be done 
about welcoming women 
devotees in the upcoming 
festival season that begins 
in November.

New Delhi, Sep 29 (IANS): 
Calling the proposed 
amendment to the Electric-
ity Act 2003 ‘anti-people’ 
and ‘anti-federal’, Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Saturday said it 
would lead to a sharp hike 
in the electricity bills of the 
common man.

The bill would lead to 
huge tariff hikes and will re-
sult in complete control of 
the Centre over the power 
sector and total exclusion 
of the states, he told the 
media here.

“The amendment will 
benefit selected private 
players. The power tariffs of 
small and medium domes-
tic consumers will increase 
at least two to three times 
immediately all across In-
dia,” Kejriwal said.

“Presently, two of the 
three members of the 
electricity regulatory com-
missions are state gov-
ernment’s choice. The 
amendment proposes 
a six-member selection 
committee with only one 
state government nominee, 
four Central government 
nominees and one sitting 
Supreme Court judge,” he 
said.

“In effect, the Central 

New Delhi, Sep. 29 (IANS): 
Fifty eight million people 
in India are living without 
pension or any other form 
of assistance, civil soci-
ety organisation Pension 
Parishad has said.

Citing the State of Pen-
sions in India Report 2018, 
Economist Prabhat Patnaik 
said the govt. spends as 
little as 0.04 per cent of 
the GDP for its flagship 
Indira Gandhi National So-
cial Assistance (IGNOAPS) 
programme for ensuring 
income security for the 
elderly.

“It will cost only about 
1.6 per cent of the present-
day GDP to ensure 90 per 
cent of the elderly popula-
tion a pension of Rs 2,500 
per person every month,” 
Patnaik said.

According to Nation-
al Social Assistance Pro-
gramme (NSAP), a welfare 
programme administered 
by the Ministry of Rural 
Development, 80 million 
elderly people in India are 
entitled to a pension of  INR 
200 per month. This mea-
gre amount reaches only 
about 22.3 million people, 
Pension Parishad Coordi-
nator, Nikhil Dey said.

Abu Road (Raj), Sep, 29 
(PTI):  Union minister 
Rajnath Singh Saturday 
expressed concern over 
man-made threats to envi-
ronment, saying challenges 
are getting deeper with the 
passing time.

While speaking on the 
opening ceremony of a glo-
bal summit cum expo on 
science, spirituality and en-
vironment here, the Union 
home minister said human 
life is in danger on planet 
earth. He said humans are 
creating a danger for their 
own life. Pollution is in-
creasing and fertility of soil 
is decreasing. This is getting 
deeper constantly and this 
is a matter of concern for 
all, he said.

Highlighting the work 
done by Prajapita Brahma 
Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa 
Vidyalaya, Singh said the 

organisation has served 
the humankind by taking 
several initiatives like large 
scale plantation among 
others. He said science and 
spirituality compliment 
each other in Indian cul-
ture and the knowledge of 
science came from Vedas.

Singh also said that he 
felt spiritually connected 
to the place and suggest-
ed that politicians from 
other parties should also 
be called for such pro-
grammes. 

Chief Justice of India 
Deepak Mishra, who was 
also present here, said the 
organisation was giving the 
message of peace globally 
and serving the human-
kind. He said it was good to 
speak less and in low voice.

However, he said, peo-
ple find it difficult to speak 
sweet and good things.

government will decide 
the constitution of all State 
Electricity Regulatory Com-
missions (SERCs),” he said.

The Bill, expected to 
be passed in the winter 
session of the Parliament, 
just a few months before 
elections, will also increase 
crony capitalism and mo-
nopoly, Kejriwal said.

“The Centre will be 
able to give benefits to the 
power companies close to 
them. The timing of these 
amendments is suspicious. 
It is rumoured that these 
power companies would 
return favours by provid-
ing funds for elections,” 
he said.

Claiming that the Delhi 
Government has provided 
the cheapest and uninter-
rupted power supply, Ke-
jriwal said his government 
has not hiked tariffs in the 
last three years.

“The amendments pro-
pose phasing out of cross-
subsidies. Presently, all 
across India, higher tariffs 
are charged from industrial 
and commercial consum-
ers to subsidise domestic 
consumers and farmers.

“After this amendment, 
there will be just one rate of 
electricity for all consum-
ers irrespective of load, 
consumption or type of 
consumer,” he said.

and social transformation 
that will help the country 
achieve its Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) 
much before time.

The SDGs, otherwise 
known as the Global Goals, 
are a universal call by the 
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) 
for action to end poverty, 
protect the planet, improve 
health, education and en-
suring that all people enjoy 
peace and prosperity by 
2030.

Swaraj highlighted said 
that through the ‘Jan Dhan 
Yojana’, the world’s largest 
financial inclusion scheme, 
over 320 million Indians, 
who had never crossed the 
door of a bank before, now 
have bank accounts.

She also cited the exam-
ple of ‘Ayushman Bharat’, 
the world’s biggest health 
insurance programme 
launched on September 23.

Describing it a revo-
lutionary scheme, Swaraj 
said 500 million Indians 
will benefit from it as they 
get an insurance cover of Rs 
500,000 per family per year.

“We have a prayer in In-
dia: Sarve Santu Niramaya, 
which means, all should be 
healthy. The Aayushman 
Bharat Yojana is the answer 
to this prayer,” she said.

India also launched the 
largest housing scheme in 
the world aimed at ensur-
ing that everyone has a roof 
above their heads.

Under the scheme, the 
government has set a target 

of building nearly 21 mil-
lion homes by 2022. So far, 
over five million homes for 
the poor have already been 
constructed.

Schemes such as Skill 
Development Programme 
and Mudra Programme aid 
in the skill development of 
the citizens and help the 
poor turn into entrepre-
neurs. Over 140 million 
Indians have taken Mudra 
loans and 76 per cent of the 
beneficiaries are women.

“At the heart of Prime 
Minister Modi’s trans-
formative vision is a radi-
cal idea: that the uplift of 
any nation is best achieved 
through the all-round em-
powerment of women,” 
Swaraj said, adding that 
all the ambitious schemes 
being implemented across 
India have the welfare of 
women at their core.

She also told the Gen-
eral Assembly that at a time 
when some developed na-
tions with huge economies 
do not offer more than six 
weeks paid maternity leave, 
India is implementing the 
Maternity Benefit Scheme, 
in which women get 26 
weeks of paid leave to care 
for their newborn.

“In India, we have im-
plemented what women 
across the world need,” 
she said.



385 die, thousands injured in  
Indonesia earthquakes, tsunami  

UN chief urges to take immediate  
action on climate change

Trump orders FBI probe into 
Kavanaugh, Senate vote delayed 

Opposition candidate con-
firmed Maldives president-elect

Flights cancelled as  
Typhoon approaches Japan

No Nobel Literature Prize 
as academy’s bell tolls

9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, September 30, 2018

Jakarta, Sep. 29 (IANS): 
Rescue workers were hunt-
ing for survivors on Sat-
urday after earthquakes, 
including a powerful 7.5 
magnitude tremor, and 
tsunami struck the Indo-
nesian island of Sulawesi, 
killing at least 385 people. 
The death toll was expect-
ed to rise amid continuing 
aftershocks, officials said.

Multiple quakes were 
followed by a tsunami on 
Friday that swept away 
thousands of houses, hos-
pitals, hotels, shopping 
centres and buildings in 
the region. Video on so-
cial media showed people 
screaming and fleeing in 
panic for safety. 

Three hundred and 
eighty five people died 
in the city of Palu, where 
preparations for a beach 
festival had been under-
way when the tsunami 
struck. National Agency 
for Disaster Management 
(BNPB) spokesperson 
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho 
said that 540 people were 
injured and 29 were still 
missing, CNN reported.

“We have found corps-
es from the earthquake as 
well as bodies swept up by 
the tsunami,” Sutopo said, 
adding that the govern-
ment was set to declare 
a state of emergency and 
stressed that the most im-
portant task was to restore 

United Nations, Sep. 29 (IANS): United Na-
tions Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said Friday that climate change is absolute 
priority, while urging the international 
community to take immediate action.

Speaking at a meeting of the Pacific 
Islands Forum (PIF), an intergovernmental 
organization, which holds UN observer 
status, the UN chief said that with COP24 
(the 24th Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change) coming up in 
November, and the UN Climate Summit 
scheduled for September 2019, “the world 
needs to urgently step up action,” Xinhua 
reported.

The meeting, at UN headquarters 
in New York, comes shortly after the 
organization’s annual summit, in Nauru 

on September 3-6, which reaffirmed in 
an official communique known as the 
Boe Declaration, that “climate change 
remains the single greatest threat to the 
livelihoods, security and wellbeing of the 
peoples of the Pacific.”

“It will be the central concern to ensure 
countries enhance their ambitions over 
the next two years,” he said, noting that 
“for the moment, unfortunately we are go-
ing too slow regarding what we promised 
in Paris. And what we promised in Paris 
was not enough.”

Forum leaders welcomed the secretary-
general’s leadership on climate change, 
calling for the appointment of a special 
adviser on climate change and security, 
to strengthen the global focus on climate 
change as a security risk.

Washington, Sep. 29 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has ordered 
an FBI investigation into 
sexual misconduct allega-
tions against his US Su-
preme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh, throw-
ing his confirmation into 
doubt.

A Senate committee 
voted on Friday to approve 
Kavanaugh’s nomination 
to the top US court. But a 
Republican member only 
backed the move on the 
understanding that such 
an inquiry would occur, 
the US media reported. 

As a result, a full Sen-
ate vote on Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation has been 
delayed for up to a week. 

He has been accused 
of sexually assaulting 
Christine Blasey Ford, a 
professor of psychology in 
California, in 1980s.

“I’ve ordered the FBI to 
conduct a supplemental 
investigation to update 
Judge Kavanaugh’s file,” 
Trump said in a state-
ment. “As the Senate has 
requested, this update 
must be limited in scope 
and completed in less than 
one week.”

Trump’s announce-
ment followed a letter 
from the Senate judiciary 
panel seeking an expedit-
ed probe of the allegations 

pursuant to a bipartisan 
agreement to put off a vote 
on the nomination.

According to CNN, the 
developments mean that 
the full Senate will not 
vote early next week, as 
expected. Members voted 
on Friday night to formally 
open consideration of Ka-
vanaugh’s nomination, a 
procedural move allowing 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell to keep 
his options open.

The delay was the result 
of a last-minute change of 
heart by Arizona Senator 
Jeff Flake, whose move to 
force an investigation was 
quickly backed by several 
senators considered swing 
votes on Kavanaugh’s con-
firmation.

Flake made the de-
mand for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
probe after a chaotic scene 
at a Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee meeting in which 
the panel advanced Kava-
naugh by a 11-10 party line 
vote -- saying his vote was 
conditioned on a probe 
taking place, and that he 
would oppose Kavanaugh 
on the floor of the Senate 
unless his demand was 
met.

The judiciary commit-
tee officially requested 
the FBI investigation, say-
ing it should probe cur-

rent “credible allegations” 
against Kavanaugh. Re-
publicans said it would 
be up to the FBI to decide 
what allegations were con-
sidered credible.

It was Flake, Alas-
ka GOP Senator Lisa 
Murkowski and Maine 
GOP Senator Susan Col-
lins who set the terms of 
the investigation, CNN 
said. Kavanaugh, who de-
nies all allegations against 
him, said that he would 
“continue to cooperate” 
with the FBI. He accused 
Democrats of politicising 
the process and harming 
his family and good name.

Three women, includ-
ing Ford, have accused 
Kavanaugh of sexually 
assaulting them several 
decades ago.

Ford appeared at a ju-
diciary committee hearing 
on Thursday to testify that 
Kavanaugh attempted to 
rape her in 1982 when 
both were teenagers.

Ford’s lawyer Debra 
Katz welcomed the de-
cision of calling for the 
probe but questioned the 
time limit of a week. “A 
thorough FBI investiga-
tion is critical to develop-
ing all the relevant facts... 
No artificial limits as to 
time or scope should be 
imposed on this investiga-
tion.”

Colombo, Sep. 29 (PTI/
AFP): The shock winner of 
the Maldives’ leadership 
vote was declared pres-
ident-elect on Saturday, 
with election authorities 
saying they received death 
threats to delay the final 
announcement of strong-
man Abdulla Yameen’s 
decisive loss.

Co m m o n  o p p o s i -
tion candidate Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih won last 
week’s election with 58.4 
percent of the ballot, or 
134,705 votes, election 
commission chief Ahmed 
Shareef confirmed.

The commission had 
released what it called “in-
terim results” on Monday, 
but the official outcome 
of the September 23 polls 
was pushed back to allow 
legal challenges over the 
vote’s conduct.

“There were accu-
sations... against all five 

members of the com-
mission, and we received 
death threats via phone 
calls, Shareef said. “But we 
didn’t consider the threats 
at all because the security 
forces are providing all five 
members with security.” 
Constitutionally the com-
mission had till Sunday to 
announce the final result. 
He said there were “minor 
disparities” involving just 
one ballot paper out of 
233,889 votes cast.

Outgoing president 
Yameen, who jailed or 
exiled most of his rivals 
during his turbulent five-
year term, took just 96,502 
votes or 41.6 percent, Sha-
reef said.

Scores of Yameen’s 
supporters had lodged 
complaints saying that 
they and other voters had 
not been allowed to cast 
their ballot. Some had also 
accused the commission 

of taking bribes.
Shareef said the com-

mission would file defa-
mation suits against their 
accusers.

An investigation was 
underway into the hack-
ing of the commission’s 
Twitter account two days 
before the vote, he added.

Nearly 90 percent of 
the electorate of 262,135 
turned out to vote, accord-
ing to the official results.

Private election moni-
tors had warned that the 
electoral process was 
heavily weighted in fa-
vour of the incumbent, but 
the final results showed 
huge support for the op-
position. Solih was backed 
by four opposition par-
ties, three of which had 
supported Yameen in a 
controversial 2013 run-off 
that saw the country’s first 
democratically elected 
leader Mohamed Nasheed 

lose narrowly.
Solih is set to be sworn 

in on November 17 when 
Yameen’s term comes to 
an end. There had been 
intense speculation that 
Yameen could try to hold 
on to power despite losing 
to the 54-year-old. 

Yameen’s hardline rule 
dented the Maldives’ im-
age as a honeymoon para-
dise and caused alarm to 
be raised abroad.

Suspecting a plot to 
impeach him, Yameen in 
February declared a state 
of emergency and arrested 
top judges as well as politi-
cal opponents.

Shortly after his sur-
prise defeat last week, Ya-
meen freed five political 
prisoners. But scores of 
others -- including his es-
tranged half brother Mau-
moon Abdul Gayoom, a 
former president -- remain 
incarcerated.

Tokyo, Sep. 29 (IANS): 
Over 380 flights were can-
celled in Japan on Saturday 
ahead of Typhoon Trami’s 
arrival. It is expected to 
make landfall on Kyushu 
island on Sunday bringing 
heavy rains, strong winds 
and high waves.

Trami, the 24th ty-
phoon of the season in 
the Pacific and classified 
as “very strong”, was situ-
ated around 80 km south-
west of Naha at 11.45 a.m. 
on Saturday, according to 
the Japan Meteorological 
Agency.

Weather conditions 
forced Japanese airlines to 
cancel at least 386 flights 
to and from Naha Airport 
in Okinawa, public broad-
caster NHK reported.

The gubernatorial 
election on Sunday suf-
fered a set back as many 
polling booths were forced 
to shut down.

Kansai International 
Airport in Osaka plans to 

temporarily close its two 
runways from early Sun-
day, several hours ahead 
of Trami’s landfall, to avoid 
a repeat of August when 
Typhoon Jebi flooded a 
runway and terminals, 
trapping thousands of 
passengers.

Trami is moving at 
a speed of 20 kmph in a 
northerly direction, carry-
ing wind gusts of up to 216 
kmph, Efe news reported.

The storm is expected 
to pass through Honshu 
island, where Tokyo is sit-
uated, between Sunday 
and Monday and leave the 
northern island of Hok-
kaido by Monday midday.

Japan has been hit by 
a number of typhoons in 
2018, including Jebi -- the 
most powerful storm to 
make landfall in 25 years 
-- and Prapiroon, which 
caused torrential rains in 
July causing more than 
220 deaths in western and 
southern Japan.

NEWS IN BRIEF
F-35 fighter jet suffers first crash in US
Washington, Sep. 29 (IANS): The US military has suffered 
the first crash in its hugely expensive F-35 fighter jet pro-
gramme. An F-35B crashed in South Carolina, but there 
was no casualty. The crash occurred near Marine Corps 
Air Station Beaufort on Friday. The pilot ejected before 
the crash and is being evaluated for injury, according to 
a statement from the US Marine Corps, Xinhua news 
agency reported. An investigation has been launched 
into the incident that marks the first crash of the fighter 
jet that costs more than $100 million. It came a day after 
the first F-35 airstrike by the US against Taliban targets 
in Afghanistan, and hours after the Pentagon announced 
that it had awarded Lockheed Martin, the manufacturer 
of F-35, with a new batch of F-35s, the BBC said. 

Nepal, China to facilitate joint invest-
ment in power sector
Kathmandu, Sep. 29 (IANS): Nepal and China have agreed 
to facilitate joint investment in the power sector, according 
to a joint statement issued by both sides after a meeting 
here. The meeting of the Nepal-China Joint Implementa-
tion Mechanism was conducted on Friday as a stepping 
stone to implement the Memorandum of Understanding 
on Energy Cooperation signed by the energy ministers of 
both countries during the visit of Nepali Prime Minister 
K.P. Sharma Oli to China in June, the Himalayan Times 
reported on Saturday. According to the joint statement, 
both sides introduced their power systems, investment 
prospects, power markets, future plans among others to 
make both sides familiar with each other’s power system. 
The joint statement said that during the meeting, possible 
energy collaboration and the possibility of developing 
cross-border interconnection were also discussed.

13 dead in Iran after drinking poison-
ous alcohol
Tehran, Sep. 29 (IANS): At least 13 people died in Iran 
after drinking poisonous alcohol over the past 48 hours, 
Iran’s Emergency Department said on Saturday. Pir Hos-
sein Kolivand, the department head, said nine of the 
victims were from Hormuzgan province, two from Alborz 
province and two others from North Khorasan province, 
Xinhua news agency reported. According to the latest fig-
ures, 60 other people were undergoing dialysis therapy 
for kidney problems after drinking, Kolivand told IRNA. 

Libya seeks UN ‘security’ support
United Nations, Sep 29 (AFP): After a month of militia 
clashes that left more than 100 people dead, Libya’s UN-
backed foreign minister on Friday called for the country’s 
UN political mission to transform into a “security and 
stability” support role. Mohamed Siala, foreign minister of 
the UN-backed Libyan unity government, did not specify 
if he had in mind a UN peacekeeping mission. “Priority 
must be given to security, to stability,” he told the United 
Nations General Assembly. “We call for conversion of UN-
SMIL, which is a special political mission, into a mission of 
support for Libya’s security and stability,” he said without 
providing further detail. The United Nations Support Mis-
sion for Libya (UNSMIL), led by Ghassan Salame, was set 
up in 2011 to assist the country’s new authorities after 
the NATO-backed revolution which ousted Libyan dictator 
Moamer Kadhafi.

Antonio Guterres

A department store building is seen heavily damaged by earthquake in Palu, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia, Saturday.
PTI

power and communica-
tions to the region.

Officials were unable 
to make contact with 
Donggala, a fishing com-
munity near Palu that was 
also reported to have been 
hit by the tsunami. The 
disasters cut off roads and 
forced the airport in Palu 
to be closed, officials said. 

The worst-affected 
Palu and Donggala are 
h o m e  t o  m o re  t h a n 
600,000 people. 

Telecommunications 

and air transport experts 
arrived at the airport ear-
lier on Saturday and work 
to repair some of the dam-
aged electrical equipment 
had started. However, 
airports in Poso, Tolitoli, 
Luwuk and Mamuju were 
open. 

Elsewhere also, most of 
communication facilities 
remained cut off due to 
electricity outage, hinder-
ing coordination and dis-
semination of information 
about the catastrophic 

situation, authorities said.
Sutopo said that sur-

vivors and the injured 
people were in need of aid 
including fast food, baby 
food, medicines, tents 
and blankets. More rescu-
ers and heavy machinery 
were needed to help in the 
ongoing search operation.

He said the Indone-
sian military had dis-
patched personnel and 
aircraft for the relief ef-
forts. “TNI (armed force) 
has deployed troops to 

help in handling the risks 
of these quakes and tsu-
nami in Palu and Dong-
gala. The force has sent 
about 700 personnel and 
two Hercules planes,” Su-
topo said. 

In addition, a military 
super puma helicopter 
carrying portable naviga-
tion devices flew to the 
scene.

Authorities estimated 
the tsunami’s waves to 
be about 10 feet high, but 
a video reported to have 

been taken in Palu showed 
a wave that seemed even 
higher crashing over the 
roofs of one-storey build-
ings. TV footage showed 
dozens of injured people 
being treated outside in 
makeshift medical tents.

The 7.5 earthquake hit 
just off central Sulawesi 
at a depth of 10 km on 
Friday, the US Geological 
Survey said. A tsunami 
warning was issued, but 
lifted within the hour. 

E a r l i e r,  m u l t i p l e 
quakes had hit the same 
region that killed one per-
son and damaged build-
ings.

The disaster followed 
on from the earthquakes 
and aftershocks on Lom-
bok island where 557 
people died and nearly 
400,000 were displaced 
between July 29 and Au-
gust 19.

The country’s deadliest 
earthquake with a magni-
tude of around 9.1 struck 
off the tip of Sumatra is-
land in 2014, triggering a 
tsunami that killed nearly 
280,000 people in Indo-
nesia and other Indian 
Ocean nations.

Indonesia sits on the 
Pacific Ring of Fire, an area 
of great seismic and volca-
nic activity, where some 
7,000 earthquakes, mostly 
moderate, are recorded 
each year. 

Stockholm, Sep. 29 (PTI/
AFP):  In tatters after a 
#MeToo scandal,  the 
Swedish Academy has 
postponed this year’s No-
bel Literature Prize, leav-
ing an empty page for 2018 
as it attempts to reform the 
venerable institution.

Created in 1786 by 
King Gustav III and mod-
elled on its French elder, 
the Swedish Academy has 
selected the winner of the 
prestigious literary dis-
tinction since it was first 
awarded in 1901.

The “Holy Grail” of 
authors, poets, and play-
wrights, the Nobel has 
gone to some of the great-
est writers of all time, from 
Albert Camus to Sam-
uel Beckett and Ernest 
Hemingway.

But the list of recipi-
ents also includes US rock 
icon Bob Dylan, the 2016 
choice harshly criticised 
by some who lambasted 
the Academy for overlook-
ing other popular and crit-
ically-acclaimed authors - 
such as American novelist 
Philip Roth, who died in 
May this year without get-
ting the nod.

After the Dylan con-
troversy, the Academy at-
tempted to smooth things 
over last year with an un-
controversial laureate, 
Kazuo Ishiguro, a British 
author of Japanese origin 
whose nomination en-
joyed broad consensus.

But just three weeks 
after that announcement, 
the institution again found 
itself in controversy, this 
time in the eye of the 
#MeToo hurricane.

Fre n c h m a n  Je a n -
Claude Arnault, married 
to an Academy member, 
and the head of an in-
fluential cultural club in 
Stockholm, was accused 
of rape and sexual assault.

An internal Academy 
probe also revealed con-
flicts of interest between 
him and the institution, 
which had funded his club 

for years.
Arnault ultimately 

faced trial on two counts 
of raping a woman in 2011. 
His verdict is due on Mon-
day, and the prosecution 
has sought a three-year 
sentence.

The Academy has been 
deeply divided over how 
to deal with Arnault and 
on the reforms it needs 
to undertake. Some of the 
18 members, who are ap-
pointed for life, have re-
fused to participate in the 
Academy’s work over the 
row - including its first fe-
male permanent secretary 
Sara Danius - leaving it 
without a quorum.

And in the months 
since the scandal erupted, 
the usually-discreet mem-
bers have exchanged ugly 
jibes in the media.

The 2018 laureate will 
be announced at the same 
time as the 2019 prize.

“I could see that there 
were weaknesses in their 
organisation but I would 
never have thought some-
thing like this could hap-
pen,” Lars Heikensten, 
director of the Nobel 
Foundation that finances 
the prizes, told AFP.

“We hope that they will 
be able to clear up their 
things.” 

With the Academy in 
shambles and no literature 
prize to look forward to 
this year, a group of Swed-
ish cultural figures de-
cided to create their own 
award pending the Nobel’s 
return next year.

The “New Academy 
Prize in Literature” was 
devised as a protest to de-
nounce “bias, arrogance 
and sexism”, and “remind 
people that literature and 
culture at large should pro-
mote democracy, trans-
parency, empathy and 
respect, without privilege”, 
according to the founders 
who include authors, art-
ists and journalists.  

It will be announced 
on Oct. 12.
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Music mogul Simon Cowell has agreed to donate over $326,000 to help close a dog meat farm 
in South Korea. The “America’s Got Talent” judge, 58, has agreed to donate the amount to Hu-
mane Society International (HSI), a charity that addresses animal issues worldwide, reports peo-
ple.com. HSI tweeted about Cowell’s donation on Friday. They say his money will save over 200 
dogs and puppies from a South Korean dog farm that breeds the animals for human consump-
tion. The charity plans to go there next week to pick up the canines, after which they will send 
the dogs to various countries including the US, Canada, UK, and the Netherlands for recovery 
and adoption. “Simon’s generous donation means the world to us, and provides a huge boost to 
our appeal to close this horrendous dog meat farm,” HSI UK Executive Director Claire Bass said 
in a statement. (IANS)

Cowell to donate over $326,000 to shut down dog meat farm

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm: Sui Dhaaga (Hindi)

6 pm: Johnny English Strikes Again (Eng)

J
imi Hendrix has been voted the 
Greatest Guitarist Of All Time by 
readers of the Louder website. 

Over 70,000 votes were cast in 
the poll, with Hendrix topping a 

list of 50 guitarists, followed by Jimmy 
Page, Eddie Van Halen, David Gilmour, 
Eric Clapton and Stevie Ray Vaughan.

Speaking to Classic Rock Magazine 
in 2009, Joe Satriani - who appears at 
number 13 in the poll – said, “What 
makes him great is his choice of notes. 
That’s a simple way of putting it. That’s 
so important. What he chose to play is 
what we chose to love.”

“Jimi Hendrix changed the face of 
music when he landed in London in 
1967,” says Briony Edwards, Louder’s 

Online Editor. “He arrived in a city 
that already had its fair share of great 
guitarists – Page, Clapton, Beck and 
more – and forced everyone to up their 
game through the sheer ferocity of his 
playing.

“There’s a lot of familiar names in 
the poll, which demonstrates the time-
less quality of the music these players 
made, but it’s gratifying to see musi-
cians who’ve become popular more 
recently, in an age when the guitar hero 
is supposedly dead – like Joe Bona-
massa or Avenged Sevenfold’s Synyster 
Gates – receive so much support from 
the Louder community. The future is 
looking bright.”

Loudersound L
ed Zeppelin’s classic 
1971 song “Stairway 
to Heaven” is head-
ing back to court.

A U.S. appeals 
court has ordered a new trial 
regarding copyright issues 
with the song that stem from 
a 2016 case in which the band 
was accused of copying the 
opening acoustic riff for its fa-
mous album track from Spirit’s 
1968 song “Taurus,” which was 
included on their self-titled 
debut.

Even though Led Zeppelin 
were found not guilty, USA 
Today reports that a three-
judge panel of the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals has 
unanimously ruled that “the 
lower court judge provided er-
roneous jury instructions” and 
sent the case back to court for 
another trial.

In 2015, a trustee for the 
estate of Spirit’s late guitar 
player and “Taurus” compos-
er, Randy California, filed a 
lawsuit against Led Zeppelin, 
charging them with stealing 
the opening riff heard in “Stair-
way to Heaven” from the Spirit 
song, which was released three 

years earlier. (California died 
in 1997.)

A five-day trial two years 
ago included Zeppelin’s guitar-
ist Jimmy Page and singer Rob-
ert Plant, who are credited with 
writing “Stairway to Heaven,” 
testifying that their song was 
an original number.

Jurors agreed, noting that 
California owned the copy-
right to “Taurus” and Page 
and Plant had heard Spirit’s 
song in the late ‘60s. Still, the 
jury claimed “there was no 
substantial similarity in the 
extrinsic elements” between 
the songs.

This new development 
puts a wrinkle in Led Zep-
pelin’s otherwise celebratory 
50th anniversary year, which 
so far has yielded a couple of 
remastered live albums, a new 
photo book and, just yesterday, 
the release of three new digital 
collections: a 30-track compi-
lation, a 10-track Introduction 
to Led Zeppelin and the non-
vinyl debut of the two previ-
ously unreleased song mixes 
that came out on Record Store 
Day earlier this year.

Ultimateclassicrock

F
ormer US President 
Barack Obama’s 
elder daughter Ma-
lia has made her 
musical debut by 

appearing in her first rock 
video “Walking on air”.

In the video, the 20-year-
old can be seen wearing a knit 
cap and an over-sized sweat-

er, “playing” a harmonica and 
bopping around the tune, 
reports usatoday.com.

The video is produced by 
a Harvard-based indie-rock 
band called the New Dakotas.

This is not Malia’s first ap-
pearance in showbiz, during 
her gap year after high school 
and before Harvard, where 
both her parents attended 
law school, she worked as 
an intern on HBO’s “Girls,” 
and at movie mogul Harvey 
Weinstein’s film company 
(now closed, bankrupt and 
sold in the wake of sex-crime 
charges against him). 

Also, earlier in August, 
Barack Obama and his wife 
Michelle officially sealed a 
deal with Netflix to produce 
television shows and films for 
the streaming service.

IANS

Jimi Hendrix voted greatest guitarist of all time Led Zeppelin’s ‘Stairway To 
Heaven’ headed to trial again

Malia Obama makes video debut

Representing Nagaland, the winners of the Hornbill Rock Contest 2016 Search & Found seen performing during the Ziro 
Festival of Music that was held in Arunachal Pradesh on Friday Sep. 28. 

ZIRO fest.

Happy birthday to our 
dearest daughter Manlu

May God bless you
-From your mummy 

and your grandparents

Birthday 
Greetings
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six races remaining in the battle of four-
times world champions, will start third at 
the Black Sea circuit.

The pole, in a track record of one 
minute 31.387 seconds, was only the 
second this season for Bottas, who is 110 
points behind Hamilton. It also came at 
the track where last year he celebrated 
his first win. “He’s driven brilliantly this 
weekend and he just did a better job,” 
said Hamilton, who had been fastest 
in the first two parts of the session and 
looked set for a career 80th pole until he 
went wide at turn seven.

“My last two laps of Q3 weren’t great 
— you can’t always have it — but we’re 
still in contention for tomorrow,” added 
the Briton, who will be chasing his eighth 
win of the campaign.

“I just spoke to Valtteri and reminded 
him what happened last year so maybe 
we can turn that around this time,” the 
German told reporters.
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Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus was in commanding form as she cruised 
to the second WTA title of her career.

AP/PTI

 Indian players celebrate with the trophy after winning the Asia Cup final cricket match against Bangladesh, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, early Sat. Sep. 29.

PTI

Former US boxer Mike Tyson poses for photos during a press conference 
to announce India’s first global mixed martial arts Kumite 1 league, in 
Mumbai on Fri. Sep. 28.

EM Images

Akato Chophy, kicking off the open penalty shoot-out organised in aid of Mission Possible Children Home in 
New Showuba village on Sat. Sep. 29.

India pip Bangladesh in thriller 
to defend Asia Cup title

‘Slumdog’ Tyson laments lack 
of personalities in the game

Nagaland Football Association informs

Tribals United win open penalty shoot-out Murray ends season after 
defeat by Verdasco in Shenzhen

Sabalenka crushes Kontaveit 
to clinch Wuhan Open

Flamengo fires head 
coach after Copa do 
Brasil elimination

Bottas puts Mercedes on pole in Russia

Dubai, Sep. 29 (Reuters): India 
made heavy weather of a modest 
target before prevailing in a nerve-
shredding final against Bangladesh 
by three wickets to defend their Asia 
Cup title on Friday.

Chasing 223 for win, India’s 
fancied top order let the team down 
but a hamstrung Kedar Jadhav’s 
all-round brilliance helped them 
win their seventh continental title 
off the final delivery of the contest.

Earlier Liton Das registered 
his maiden one-day century but 
Bangladesh squandered a flying 
start to be bowled out for 222 in the 
49th over.

“We played some good cricket 
throughout the tournament and 
this is the reward for the hard work,” 

India captain Rohit Sharma said.
“Credit to the guys, who han-

dled the pressure well and it was 
a great effort to get over the line. 
Credit to Bangladesh also, they bat-
ted brilliantly.”

Sharma was confident of his 
team’s ability to chase under the 
lights and elected to field but an 
early breakthrough eluded his 
team.

Liton scored freely and Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz celebrated his surprise 
promotion in a 120-run opening-
wicket stand that laid the founda-
tion for a big total at the Dubai 
International Cricket Stadium.

A desperate Sharma pressed 
Jadhav into service and the part-
timer’s low-slung spinners once 

again came in handy.
Jadhav dismissed Miraz for 

32 and sowed a seed of panic in 
the batting order as Bangladesh 
slumped to 151-5 in the 33rd over.

Liton needed 87 balls to bring 
up his century but was dismissed 
for 121, stumped off Kuldeep 
Yadav.

Most Bangladesh batsmen 
were guilty of poor shot selection 
and chaotic running which result-
ed in three run-outs as they could 
not last their full quota of 50 overs.

Sharma led India’s reply with 
characteristic ease, hitting three 
sixes in his fluent 48, but his Ban-
gladesh counterpart Mashrafe 
Mortaza cleverly marshalled his 
bowlers and maintained attacking 

fields to keep them under pressure.
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (36) 

and Dinesh Karthik (37) revived 
the chase by safely accumulating 
runs in the middle overs but their 
departure in quick succession 
injected fresh excitement in the 
see-saw contest.

Jadhav, who was forced out 
of the ground with the hamstring 
injury, limped back amid mount-
ing tension, with India needing 
six runs off the final over from 
Mahmudullah.

The Bangladesh spinner did 
not concede a boundary but scores 
were level when a limping Jadhav 
took guard to face the final deliv-
ery, which resulted in a leg bye that 
sealed India’s victory.

Mumbai, Sep. 29 (Reuters): 
The current generation 
of boxers do not have the 
wild streak that Mike Tyson 
wore like a badge of honour 
during his career and the 
former world heavyweight 
champion says the lack of 
personalities in the sport 
has contributed to its de-
cline.

Tyson, who was in 
Mumbai to promote the 
launch of the Kumite 1 
League mixed martial arts 
competition, told report-
ers late on Friday that 
he would be a rarity if he 
boxed today.

“It’s just different be-
cause they are not the big 
personalities,” said the 
52-year-old when asked 
why boxing’s popularity 
was on the wane.

“Most of the (current) 
fighters are very straight-
forward guys. They are real 
nice guys and they are good 
individuals.

“I was always in trou-
ble. I was always here and 
there so that’s why I was 
always in the papers and 
that’s why it’s different. 
These are really straight 
gentlemen guys. I was re-
ally wild and a young kid 
getting into trouble.”

U.S. broadcaster HBO 
said this week it would 
drop live boxing from its 
programming schedule 
from 2019 due to dwin-
dling ratings, ending a 45-
year association with the 
sport starting from 1973.

While boxing seems to 
be on the way down, the 
sport of mixed martial arts 
is gaining traction in the 
mainstream with fighters 
such as trash-talking Irish-
man Conor McGregor be-
coming household names.

Tyson said he enjoyed 
last year’s boxing match 

Beijing, Sep. 29 (Reuters): Andy Murray 
has decided to end his season, according 
to British media reports, after his revival at 
the Shenzhen Open was halted in straight 
sets by a familiar foe, Fernando Verdasco, 
in the quarter-finals on Friday.

Britain’s former world number one had 
made decent strides with two previous 
wins this week as he continued to make 
promising progress on his comeback 
from hip surgery in January, but he was 
well beaten 6-4 6-4 by the Spanish veteran 
Verdasco.

Murray had been due to play next 
week’s China Open in Beijing, which would 
have been his last event of his truncated 
six-tournament season.

The BBC, however, reported he was 
suffering a slight ankle problem and had 
decided to concentrate on ensuring he is 
in his best possible shape for the Australian 
Open in January.

Friday’s result was a repeat of the 
34-year-old Verdasco’s straight sets victory 
over Murray in the second round of the U.S. 
Open in August. The two wins in a month 
came after Verdasco had previously suf-
fered eight consecutive defeats to the Scot 
stretching back nine years.

Murray, down to 311 in the world 
rankings, had enjoyed the best win of his 

Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): In view of the 
North-East Olympic Games 2018 to be 
held at Imphal, the selection of football 
team (M) will be held at the Kohima local 
ground on Oct. 1 and 2.

The Nagaland Football Association 

(NFA) issued a press release on Sat. Sep. 
29 through its secretary stating that all 
the District Football Association (DFA) 
are informed to nominate 5 (five) players 
each and to report to William Koso, Kevil-
houbei, and Ruopfü at 7:30 am on Oct. 1.

between undefeated multi-
division world champi-
on Floyd Mayweather Jr 
and the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship’s (UFC) Mc-
Gregor.

“I go to the UFC all the 
time,” he said. “That was 
a good fight. I was enter-
tained.”

Tyson became the 
youngest world heavy-
weight champion in 1986 
at the age of 20 and was the 
undisputed champion until 
a stunning loss to Buster 
Douglas in Tokyo in 1990.

He served three years of 
a six-year U.S. jail sentence 
after being convicted of 
rape in 1992 and returned 
to the ring in 1995. He then 
added to his notoriety 
when he bit off a chunk of 
Evander Holyfield’s ear in a 
bout two years later.

Tyson, who had his last 
fight in 2005, picked Brit-
on Anthony Joshua as the 
best of the current crop of 
heavyweights.

The 28-year-old Joshua 
holds the WBA, IBF, WBO 
and IBO belts and has been 
in talks about a fight with 
WBC title holder Deontay 

Wilder which would give 
him a shot at becoming the 
undisputed heavyweight 
champion.

American Wilder will 
defend his title against Brit-
ain’s former world cham-
pion Tyson Fury on Dec. 1.

“I think Joshua right 
now,” said Tyson when 
asked to pick the top heavy-
weight.

“Tyson Fury hasn’t 
fought in a while. I don’t 
think he has had enough 
fights yet. He should have 
won more fights.”

Tyson also said he 
planned to avoid Bolly-
wood parties while in India 
and that he would rather 
visit Dharavi, one of Asia’s 
largest slums.

“I’m a slumdog. I grew 
up in the slum,” said Ty-
son, who was raised in 
Brooklyn, New York. “But 
I had that ambition and 
I wanted to get out of the 
slum and that’s why I’m 
here talking to you guys 
now.

“There’s nothing wrong 
with the slums. I think the 
poorer you are, the better 
boxer you are.”

comeback by beating David Goffin on 
Thursday but fifth seed Verdasco was too 
solid and occasionally spectacular, crack-
ing 11 aces and 38 winners in his one hour 
40-minute win.

It set up Verdasco’s first hardcourt 
semi-final berth for nearly a year against 
Japanese qualifier Yoshihito Nishioka who, 
like the Spaniard, disposed of British oppo-
sition, beating Cameron Norrie 7-6(2) 6-2.

The other semi-final will feature rising 
Australian teenager Alex de Minaur, who 
defeated Bosnia’s Damir Dzumhur 6-3 
7-6(7), and France’s Pierre-Hugues Herbert, 
who battled from a set down past Spain’s 
Albert Ramos-Vinolas 6-7(6) 7-6(1) 6-4.

Beijing, Sep. 29 (AFP): A 
dominant Aryna Sabalenka 
thrashed Anett Kontaveit 
6-3, 6-3 to win the Wuhan 
Open title in China on Sat-
urday.

The Belarusian was in 

commanding form as she 
cruised to the second WTA 
title of her career, facing 
little trouble from Esto-
nia’s Kontaveit who had 
also turned in impressive 
performances to reach the 

Rio de Janeiro, Sep. 29 
(IANS): Brazilian-league 
club Flamengo said it has 
fired head coach Mauricio 
Barbieri in the wake of its 
semi-final loss to Corin-
thians in the Copa do Bra-
sil, the country’s annual 
knockout cup competition.

“Mauricio Barbieri is 
no longer the coach of the 
Clube de Regatas do Fla-
mengo,” the team said on 
Friday, thanking him for his 
“all his hard work and pro-
fessionalism over the past 
nine months”, reports Efe.

The 36-year-old com-
piled a record of 19 wins 11 
draws and nine defeats in 
39 matches.

Although he always had 
his doubters, Barbieri tem-
porarily quieted his crit-
ics when Flamengo took 
over first place in the 2018 
Brasileirao (first division) 
in the weeks prior to the 
World Cup break.

But the now-fourth-
place team’s pedestrian 
play since mid-July, as well 
as its elimination both from 

the Copa Libertadores 
(South America’s premier 
club soccer tournament) 
and the Copa do Brasil, 
paved the way for his dis-
missal.

Flamengo’s manage-
ment has begun talks with 
a former head coach of the 
team, Dorival Junior, who 
local media say is the front-
runner to replace Barbieri.

Junior, who took over 
the reins of the Rio de Ja-
neiro team in the middle of 
the 2012 Brazilian-league 
season, was the first coach 
of current club President 
Eduardo Bandeira de Mel-
lo’s tenure. He had a rocky 
first stint with Flamengo, 
lasting just two and a half 
months in that position 
before being fired and then 
later suing the club over al-
leged unpaid salary.

Flamengo assistant 
coach Mauricio Souza 
oversaw a training session 
on Friday in preparation for 
an away Matchday 27 of 38 
contest on Saturday night 
against Bahia.

Andy Murray

final.
The 20th-ranked Sa-

balenka had often been 
unplayable this week in 
Wuhan with her mix of ag-
gression and clever place-
ment, and left Kontaveit 
flat-footed several times 
as she raced to take the 
first set.

Kontaveit, ranked 27th, 
tried to fight back in the 
second set, matching Sa-
balenka game for game un-
til 3-3 when her resistance 
was broken and the Be-
larusian took three games 
on the trot to win the title.

The Minsk-born Sa-
balenka, who grabbed her 
first WTA title earlier this 
year at the Connecticut 
Open, is projected to climb 
to a career-best 16th with 
her victory at the Wuhan 
Open, a Premier 5 tourna-
ment that awards 900 rank-
ing points.

Earlier, Elise Mertens 
of Belgium and Demi 
Schuurs of the Netherlands 
beat Czech pair Andrea 
Hlavackova and Barbora 
Strycova 6-3, 6-3 to take the 
doubles title.

Sochi (Russia), Sep. 29 (Reuters): Fin-
land’s Valtteri Bottas took pole position 
for the Russian Grand Prix on Saturday 
with Mercedes team mate and Formula 
One leader Lewis Hamilton having to set-
tle for second place on the starting grid.

Hamilton’s Ferrari title rival Sebastian 
Vettel, 40 points behind the Briton with 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 29 (EMN): 
In a tight contest among 
24 teams, Tribals United 
emerged champions of the 
‘Open penalty shootout’ 
organised in aid of ‘Mission 
Possible Children Home’ 
at New Showuba (Loyir 
village) ground on Sat. Sep. 
29.

In the final match, Trib-
als United defeated United 
Boys and walked away with 
a cash prize of INR 20,000 
and certificates, while the 
first runners-up received 
INR 10,000 and citations. 
Along from Tribals United 
also bagged the best goal-
keeper award. 

Speaking at the kicking 
off ceremony, vice presi-
dent of NSCN (R) and the 
guest of honour, Akato 
Chophy advocated change 
of mindset among the Na-
gas in pursuit for excel-
lence in life and not look for 
short term profit. 

In a brief speech, Cho-
phy underlined the impor-
tance of sports in bringing 

Valtteri Bottas

players together and build 
new friendship, which in 
turn could motivate one 
another to rise at higher 
level.

While stating th at 
sporting events are com-
peted with the motive to 

win prizes, Chophy said it 
is more important to make 
new friends.

Citing example of the 
disgraced Croatian player 
Nikola Kalinic, who was 
sent home from the World 
Cup in Russia after refus-

ing to come on as a sub-
stitute in a game due to 
his reported ego problem, 
Chophy urged the players 
to be humble if they want 
to rise in life.

Chophy also lauded the 
organisers of the penalty 

shoot-out tournament say-
ing their concern and hu-
manitarian service would 
go a long way in mitigating 
the plight of the orphans 
and under privileged chil-
dren besides giving them 
a sense of belongingness.

To the minor inmates 
of the orphanage, Chophy 
said they are not orphans 
as long as they believe in 
God although they may 
be deprived of earthly par-
ents. Orphans, according 
to Chophy, are those who 
do not know God and led 
astray.

Chophy added that the 
inmates of Mission Pos-
sible Children Home are 
fortunate than others as 
they have many fathers 
and mothers in the form 
of proprietors of the Home 
and other well wishers and 
sympathetic parents.

Residents of the chil-
dren home also presented 
a song dwelling on the vast 
possibilities of a better life 
and world despite their 
present reality.



Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 29: P Vizheto 
FC defeated A1 Power Play 
Club 3-1 during day-6 of the 
ongoing Dimapur Football 
League (DFL) season 1 that 
is being conducted at the 
Dimapur District Sports 
Complex (DDSC) stadium 
in Dimapur on Saturday.

In the f irst  match, 
Kakheir of P Vizheto FC 
scored a goal during the 
14th minute of the first half. 
But the lead was cut short by 
Yhunshalo of A1 Power Play 
Club who delivered a coun-
ter goal in the 42nd minute 
of the second half.

This made P Vizheto FC 
build a strong wall of de-
fence which paralysed the 
strikers of A1 Power Play 
Club.

The second goal for P 
Vizheto FC was scored by 

Akum by a rolling ball after 
the goalkeeper of A1 Power 
Play Club, Ikiho, went out of 
the penalty box while trying 
to grab hold of the ball. The 
final goal was also scored 
by Akum during the 68th 
minute.

A short programme was 
conducted before the com-
mencement of the second 
match.

The executive engineer 
of Public Health Engineer-
ing department, Zunhe-
boto division, Kitoshe Aye, 
was the match patron for 
the day.

Aye encouraged the 
players to focus on the tar-
gets and ambitions that 
have been set in their lives. 
“You have been journeying 
for so many days, nights, 
months, and years to bring 
out that talent in you, to 

hold your muscles and to 
bring about that quality that 
lies deep within you. That is 
the beauty of your life and 
that is what you see in you 
now today,” he asserted.

While advising the play-
ers to understand the pur-
pose of life, he motivated 
them to maintain discipline 
in order to achieve their 
targets.

One of the organising 
committee members, Imli 
Walling, also spoke during 
the event assured the audi-
ence that the members will 
contribute in raising overall 
standard of football to a 
higher level in the spirit of a 
sportsmanship.

He was also positive that 
the members will raise play-
ers to the nationals as well as 
the international fields. 

The second match was 

played between Chanan FC 
and FC Alianza. The match 
ended in a 1-1 draw. A quick 
goal was scored by Crispin 
of Chanan FC in the 2nd 
minute.

It was later parried by 
Laiwang of FC Alianza in 
the 14th minute. Both the 
teams played defensively 
during the second half and 
were successful in fending 
off the strikers.

The match unexpect-
edly ended with a draw after 
the final whistle from the 
referee. 

Day-7 of the DFL will be 
conducted on Friday Oct. 
5. The first match will be 
played between A1 Power 
Play Club and Ekhyo FC at 
1 pm. The second match 
will be between played 
Chanan FC and Titan SCC 
at 3:30 pm.
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MARTYRS 
TROPHY

Man Utd lose 3-1 to West Ham 
to deepen Mourinho woes

Viphoma M17 FC, Seiyhazou Hill Boys 
FC, and Khuzama enter second round

ATK fail Kerala test, lose 0-2 in opener

DFL: Vizheto FC suppresses A1 Power Play; 
Chanan and Alianza settles for a draw

EM Images

A player of Chanan FC (maroon) maintains the ball as one of his opponents from FC Alianza tackles him during the second match of Dimapur Football 
League day-6 at the DDSC stadium in Dimapur on Sat. Sep. 29.

EM Images

Players of Khuzama Youth Organisation (blue) and Golden Tornadoes FC in action during their match at the 
Kohima local ground on Sat. Sep. 29.

West Ham's Felipe Anderson scores the opening goal against Manchester United during an EPL match at 
the London Stadium on Sat. Sep. 29.

London, Sep. 29 (Reuters): 
Manchester United’s trou-
bled season hit a new low on 
Saturday as Jose Mourinho 
saw his gamble on introduc-
ing a new tactical system 
backfire with an insipid 3-1 
defeat to West Ham United 
in the Premier League.

After a week in which 
he had dropped Paul Pogba 
as vice-captain and seen 
his men ousted from the 
League Cup, Mourinho 
watched United’s faint title 
hopes dwindle further at 
the London Stadium with 
a new-look set-up but the 
same old prosaic fare.

Pogba was so ineffectual 
that he was substituted after 
70 minutes but long before 
that Mourinho’s unfamil-

iar 3-5-2 line-up had been 
found wanting as record 
signing Felipe Anderson 
scored his first Hammers’ 
goal with an audacious 
back-foot flick after just five 
minutes.

A n d r i y 
Yarmolen-
k o’s  s h o t 
d e f l e c t e d 
o f f  V i c t o r 
Lindelof  for a n 
unlucky own goal just be-
fore the break but though 
substitute Marcus Rashford 
gave the visitors hope with 
a clever volleyed 71st-min-
ute flick, Marko Arnautovic 
waltzed between United’s 
central defenders minutes 
later to seal victory.

Man United’s 10 points 

equals the club’s worst re-
turn after the first seven 
matches of any season in 
the Premier League era, 
heaping more pressure on 
Mourinho, whose brand 
of football seems to be 
d e - livering neither 

points nor 
p l e a s u r e 
to United’s 
fans.

U n i t e d 
also had 10 points at this 
stage of the 2013-14 season 
but had a superior goal dif-
ference, so this year repre-
sents their poorest start in 
the top flight since 1989-
1990.

Mourinho, whose un-
comfortable-looking sys-
tem featured a midfielder, 

*NB All district Swachh Bharat Brand Ambassadors are cordially invited to attend the function.
K-1877

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 29 (EMN): Vi-
phoma M17 FC, Seiyhazou 
Hill Boys FC, and Khuzama 
Youth Organisation won 
their respective matches 
and entered the second 
round of the ongoing 19th 
NSF Martyrs' Memorial Tro-
phy here at the Kohima local 
ground on Saturday.

Viphoma M17 FC beat 
Nagaland University Ko-
hima Campus by a solitary 
goal. The winning goal was 
scored by Seyievilie Mere in 
the 40th minute. Up next, 
M17 takes on Kigwema Stu-
dents Union on Oct. 8.

While, Thepfuneilhou 
Theünuo scored a hat-trick 
as Seiyhazou Hill Boys FC 
overcame Phezoucha Youth 
FC, New Secretariat 4-2 in 
the second match.

Kevisa-u Zumu of Sei-
yhazou Hill Boys FC opened 
the account for his team in 
the 8th minute. Thepfunei-
lhou Theünuo scored thrice 
in the 51st, 55th, and 87th 
minute in the second half to 
become the sixth hat-trick 
scorer of the tournament.

Meuse Limbu scored 
twice for Phezoucha Youth 

FC, New Secretariat in the 
63minute and converted a 
penalty in the 
70th minute 
but it was not 
enough for 
the team as 
SHBFC held 
on for the win.

Seiyhazou Hill Boys 
FC will clash with Saptiqa 
FC Zunheboto in the next 
round on October 8.

In the last match of 

round one, Khuzama Youth 
Organisation thrashed 

Golden Tor-
n a d o e s  F C 
8-0.

Menguse 
Sale scored 
a hat-trick, 
while Zevito 

Khizho and Kezhose Khi-
zho contributed two goals 
each and Khrievi Thaprü 
scored a goal to finish the 
game.

Sale became the 7th 
hat-trick scorers of the tour-
nament. Khuzama Youth 
Organisation will  play 
against Young Kickers FC 
on Oct. 9.

Monday's matches (2nd 
round)

Khrietho FC Zhadima vs 
Rising Star Mizoram at 

12pm
Friends United New Market 
vs Mongsang SU Manipur 

at 2pm

Scott McTominay, playing 
on the right of a three-man 
defence, said he had no 
problems with the players’ 
attitude but did question 
their quality and “mental 
fragility”.

Suggesting that Pablo 
Zabaleta was offside when 
he delivered the cross for 
Anderson’s opening goal, 
Mourinho told BT Sport: “I 
have no complaints with the 
players’ attitude; I can have 
some complaints with some 
quality, with some mental 
approach in certain duels.”

He praised McTominay 
as “brave” and “the best” of 
his players with his quality 
on the ball but the 21-year-
old never looked completely 
at home in his new role.

Mourinho left Alexis 
Sanchez out of the squad 
and gave Anthony Martial 
a start.

He explained: “People 
have been asking for ‘Mar-
tial, Martial, Martial’, people 
are saying Alexis Sanchez 
is not playing well enough, 
so this week I was trying to 
agree and to say ‘let’s give a 
chance to Martial and let’s 
leave Alexis out’.”

The switch proved in 
vain with both Martial and 
Romelu Lukaku, who head-
ed against the post in the 
first half, proving largely 
ineffective.
Other matches:
Huddersfield 0, Tottenham 2
Wolves 2, Southampton 0
Man. City 2, Brighton 0
Arsenal 2, Watford 0
Newcastle 0, Leicester City 2
Everton 3, Fulham 0 

Kolkata, Sep. 29 (IANS): A 
dominant Kerala Blasters FC 
(KBFC) rode on second half 
strikes from Matej Poplat-
nik and Slavisa Stojanovic 
to beat Atletico de Kolkata 
(ATK) 1-0 in the Indian Su-
per League (ISL) season five 
opener at the Vivekananda 
Yuba Bharati Krirangan here 
on Saturday.

Poplatnik made the 
most of a deflection off Ger-
son's foot to nod home the 
first goal in the 77th minute 
with Stojanovic adding the 
cushion in the 86th minute 
after a barren first half which 
the away side bossed.

In front of 41,202 spec-
tators, ATK lacked vision 
like their last season while 
KBFC, under former Eng-
land goalkeeper David 
James, were able to make 
the most of their chances.

The result saw the two-
time finalists kick off their 
campaign on a perfect note 
by logging full points while 

ATK, who endured a dismal 
run last season, got off to the 
worst possible start at home.

The home side looked 
rusty in the opening ex-
changes and were sloppy in 
possession.

Poplatnik almost 
took advantage 
when he rose 
t o  c o n -
nect to a 
Lalruat-
t h a r a 
c r o s s 
f r o m 
t h e 
l e f t 
f l a n k 
b u t 
d r a g g e d 
his header 
just wide of 
target.

The visitors were all 
over ATK as Lalruatthara 
time and again bombed 
forward to tee up Poplatnik, 
who was guilty of missing 
one more chance inside the 

first ten minutes.
Against the run of play, 

ATK had a sniff of goal when 
Manuel Lanzarote's curling 
corner kissed the crossbar 
and went out, and then Bal-
want Singh's header forced 

India Under-17 goal-
keeper Dheeraj 

Singh to make 
a good save.

E v e r -
ton San-
tos too, 
c a m e 
c l o s e 
for the 

t w o -
t i m e 

champi-
ons soon 

after, while 
six minutes 

before halftime 
Jayesh Rane spurned ATK's 
best chance to take the lead 
by heading wide from hand-
shaking distance from El 
Maimouni's corner.

At the halfway mark, 

both teams were locked 
goalless. The second half 
only came to life when 
Poplatnik broke the dead-
lock with ATK bringing on 
fit-again Eugeneson Lyn-
gdoh in place of Balwant a 
minute earlier.

After the goal, home 
team coach Steve Coppell 
replaced Rane with the more 
experienced Cavin Lobo, 
but that did not change the 
tide of the game as Kerala 
ensured their victory when 
Stojanovic found the back 
of the net.

The Serbian received a 
long ball from Halicharan 
Narzary at the edge of the 
box, dribbled past Gerson 
and unleashed a pile driver 
which went past Arindam 
Bhattacharya.

The city-based franchise 
will next take on NorthEast 
United at home on Octo-
ber 4 while Kerala will host 
Mumbai City FC the next 
day.


