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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 26: The Supreme Court 
has on Wednesday upheld in a land-
mark judgement the constitutional va-
lidity of the central government’s flag-
ship Aadhaar scheme. But it has struck 
down section-57 of the Aadhaar Act that 
allows private entities to demand the 
12-digit unique identification number 
for verification purposes.

A five-judge bench led by Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra passed the verdict on 
a clutch of petitions that challenged the 
constitutional validity of the Aadhaar 
Act, alleging that it violates citizens' pri-
vacy. The apex court reserved its verdict 
in the case on May 10 this year after a 
marathon hearing spanning more than 
four months.

The SC’s final judgement said that 
private entities like telecom operators, 
banks, digital wallets, and educational 
institutions cannot demand Aadhaar 
card from consumers for identification 
purpose. It has also ordered the telecom 
operators to erase Aadhaar numbers 
of the subscribers from its database. 
However, Aadhaar card is still manda-
tory for allotment of Permanent Ac-
count Number (PAN), filing of income 
tax returns, and availing government 
schemes.

Following the new SC ruling, tele-
com operators like Airtel, Jio, Vodafone, 
and BSNL can’t haunt its customers to 
link their Aadhaar card to their phone 
numbers to avail services or demand 
the unique identification number while 
buying SIM card. It is also not manda-
tory for admission in schools and for 
popular examinations conducted by 
University Grants Commission (UGC), 
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test 

(NEET) for medical entrance and Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Examination 
(CBSE).

"Aadhaar for school education 
would not be necessary because it 
is neither welfare nor subsidy," the 
court said, holding that Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan does not require Aadhaar, ac-
cording to IANS.

The apex court also struck down 
the national security exception under 
the Aadhaar Act (Targeted Delivery of 
Financial and other Subsidies, Benefits 
and Services), saying that the scheme 
“was meant to help benefits reach 
marginalised sections and it took into 
account the dignity of people not only 
from the personal but also the commu-
nity point of view,” according to IANS.

"No person will be denied benefits 
under social welfare scheme because 
of failure of authentication through 
Aadhaar," the court said. "We direct 
the government to ensure that illegal 
migrants are not issued Aadhaar to get 
benefits of social welfare schemes." 

However, the court approved the 
passage of Aadhaar law as money bill 
in a majority ruling by Justices A.M. 
Khanwilkar, Ashok Bhushan, Misra and 
Sikri, though Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
termed it as a “fraud on the Constitu-
tion” alleging “risk of surveillance of 
people on the basis of data collected 
under Aadhaar scheme and that the 
data could be misused.”

The judgement also said that "Mini-
mal demographic and biometric data of 
citizens are collected by UIDAI for Aad-
haar enrolment. We are of the view that 
there are sufficient safeguard to protect 
data collected under Aadhaar scheme."
(With inputs from IANS)

What needs 
Aadhaar card 
linking and 
what doesn't
•	 Telecom	 operators	

can’t ask for Aadhaar 
details when buying 
new SIM card

•	 Telecom	service	pro-
viders can’t ask you to 
link phone number to 
your Aadhaar card

•	 Digital	 wallets	 like	
Paytm can’t demand 
customers to provide 
Aadhaar details

•	 Banks	 can’t	 ask	 for	
your Aadhaar details 
when opening a new 
account

•	 Schools	and	educa-
tional institutions 
can’t demand Aad-
haar card for admis-
sions

•	 Aadhaar	number	not	
needed to appear for 
UGC, NEET, CBSE 
examinations

•	 Need	to	link	Aadhaar	
number to PAN card 
to filing Income Tax 
Returns

•	 Need	Aadhaar	card	
to avail government 
welfare schemes and 
subsidies

SC upholds Aadhaar; throws 
out private-party access

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 26: Jesmina Ze-
liang from Nagaland, the only 
woman in the board of direc-
tors in the Export Promotional 
Council of Handicrafts (EPCH) 
has been nominated president 
of the 46th edition of the Indian 
Handicraft and Gift Fair (IHGF) 
Delhi Autumn 2018. The event 
is scheduled to be held during 
October 14-18 at the India Expo 
Centre & Mart, in Greater Noida. 

The IHGF is among one of 
Asia’s largest gift and handicrafts 
fairs held biannually i.e., spring 
and autumn, organised by the 
EPCH and is considered a hall-
mark for excellence in the Indian 
handicrafts sector. 

Zeliang told Eastern Mirror 
that she had been in the gov-
erning body of the EPCH for 
the past eight years and is also 
convenor for the organisation’s 
Northeast sector. 

“I got my first break when 
I exhibited my products in the 
fair many years ago and I urge 
young entrepreneurs to take part 
in such fairs,” Zeliang said. She 
maintained that the EPCH was 
“aggressively” engaging promo-
tion of entrepreneurs from the 
Northeast. 

To provide a push in the 
export earnings from the North-
east region, she explained, the 
council undertook an ambi-
tious international marketing 
project. The project entailed 
an integrated approach that is 
in development of marketable 
products with the help of na-
tional and international designs; 
marketing support with the help 
of marketers or merchandisers; 
procuring export order and fol-
lowing up for implementation 
and realization, etc. As a result of 
these, she said, handicraft prod-
uct export from the Northeast is 
being generated.

More than 3, 000 Indian mar-
keters including 900 permanent 
marts, from across India will 
be marketing home and home 
designs; lifestyle, fashion and 
textile products spread over in 
15 halls covering 1,90,000 square 
meters. 

Naga lady is first NE 
woman for IHGF chair

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 26 (EMN): Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
has appealed to the people of Nagaland to join in a 
cleanliness drive across the state to ‘restore’ damaged 
infrastructure besides clearing roads and drains. The 
community work would be from Sep. 29 to Oct. 2, up-
dates said. 

The chief minister stated in a promotional message 
on Wednesday: ‘Nagaland will observe mass social work 
from Sep. 29 to October 2 2018 for restoration of dam-
aged infrastructure and improving drainage, culverts, 
and roads, in all districts and ADC headquarters to 
coincide with the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, as is being observed as part of the Swachhata Hi 
Seva campaign. I call upon all to join in this endeavour 
and help rebuild Nagaland.’  

In a similar cleanliness event, the Kohima admin-
istration and municipal authorities took part in the 
‘Swachhagrahion Ke Swachhagrahi: Ek Se Anek’ Diwas, 
a nationwide mass-social work in all the villages in India. 
The Kohima district water and sanitation mission of 
the PHED and the district’s administration organised 
a “mass social work” at Kisama Naga Heritage Village, 
with villagers from Kigwema and Phesama villages on 
September 25.

The deputy commissioner of Kohima Rajesh 
Soundararajan, who was the special guest, launched 
the community work.

 The event is a part of the national cleanliness 
campaign ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’—Hindi for ‘cleanliness  
is  service ; or  ‘service  to  the  people  through  cleanli-
ness’—initiated  by  the ministry  of  Drinking  Water  &  
Sanitation.  

The campaign aims  to  accelerate  the momentum 
of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) in the run up 
to its fourth anniversary which was  started  in  2nd 
October  2014.  This campaign will also coincide with 
the commencement of Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth 
year celebration with a nationwide campaign. It looks 
to re-energise the citizen’s movement and lay down the 
foundation of personal and community hygiene sus-
tainability, while also aiming to reinforce the concept 
of “sanitation is everyone’s business”.

Govt. appeals 
In view of the proposed community work throughout 
the state from Sep. 29 to Oct. 2 culminating with Swachh 
Bharat Day 2018 on Oct. 2, the Nagaland government 
has appealed all departments, contractors; community 
and tribal organisations, non-governmental organisa-
tions, etc., to participate. It informed that available ma-
chineries, vehicles, manpower, will be made available 
to the district administration for assistance. Further, it 
informed that required fuel would be provided by the 
administration. 

The chief minister of the state will lead the work 
at Kohima. Elected members will participate in their 
respective district and area, updates from the depart-
ment of Information and Public Relations informed on 
Wednesday. 

Rio appeals to 
Nagaland to scrub 
monsoon dross 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
A vehicle, a Tata Winger, 
belonging to the Nagaland 
police headquarters (PHQ) 
met with an accident early 
Wednesday morning near 
the PHQ in Kohima. The 
driver, identified to be a 
constable Wilson Kayina, 
is reported to have died on 
the spot.

Kohima police said that 
the accident was suspected 
to have occurred due to 
failure of steering, or the 
brakes. The driver was said 
to be from the Dimapur 
police “commissionerate” 
but attached to the PHQ in 
Kohima. The body of the 
deceased driver was handed 
over to family members 
after formalities were car-
ried out.

One dies in Kma. 
road mishap

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): The 
chief minister of Nagaland 
Neiphiu Rio inspected on 

Wednesday the damaged por-
tions of NH 29 at the KMC 
garbage dumping area, which 

had been cut off from access 
since July 31 following a major 
landslide and road subsidence 

Rio reviews restoration work on damaged highway

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 26: The Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL) for Nagaland, 
which will engage imaging and 
forensics analysis and investigative 
functions, has a new building. The 
new building will be inaugurated on 
Thursday, Sep. 27. 

The FSL is located at Kachari 
Gaon in Dimapur. The laboratory 
is led by a deputy joint director, 
Tiajungba Longchar. The labora-
tory is equipped to deal with cases 
pertaining to finger prints, pho-
tography; narcotics; questionable 
documents; and even undertake 
enforcement investigation facilities 
such as polygraph tests. It collects, 
examines, analyses, and reports on 
physical evidence submitted by any 
governmental agency investigating 
a criminal offense.

During an interaction with East-
ern Mirror, the deputy superintend-
ent of police, fingerprint expert, 
Pfokreni Chalai said that there were 
currently three full-fledged divi-
sions: a fingerprint division, a pho-
tography division, and a narcotics 
division. 

The officer told this reporter that 
the polygraph and document veri-
fication units are yet to attain their 
full status although it still functions. 
“Opinions based on preliminary test 
can be given but will not be admit-
ted in the court of law,” he said. He 
assured that that it shall soon have 
a full status. He said that biology, 

chemistry, and a serology division, 
shall soon be introduced in the 
laboratory.
Some of the information about the 
functions and procedures of in-
vestigation performed by the three 
divisions of the laboratory: 

Fingerprint 
Led by Chalai, the examination of 
fingerprints, both visible and latent, 
left behind from the friction ridge 
on human skin, weapons, or other 
objects, are conducted inside the 
laboratory in this division. Many 
methods are used to visualise prints 
including physical, chemical, and 
through various light sources, allow-
ing them to be photographed and 
compared with.  

According to Chalai, the law 
governing fingerprint falls under 
section-3 to the 6th of the ‘Identi-
fication of Prisoners Act 1920.’ He 
said that the district police stations 
send fingerprints of arrested person 
as well as convicted persons to the 
FSL. Proper fingerprints are selected 
whereas improper fingerprint are 
rejected and sent back to the district 
police station for more analysis.

Based on the recorded finger-
print, the investigative departments 
in concern can trace suspects, crimi-
nals, or fugitives, located in any part 
of the world. For every crime, the 
police requisition the state FSL to 
visit the crime scene and help the 
investigative officer.

“It is fixed evidence. If the ex-
perts say that it is his or her finger, 
the court will accept it gladly with-
out any doubt. Fingerprint is 100% 
accurate,” he affirmed while assert-
ing that fingerprint plays the most 
important role for solving crimes in 
Nagaland.

Photography
Photography in FSL is an activity 
that records the initial appearance 
of the crime scene and physical evi-
dence, in order to provide a perma-
nent record for the courts. Anything 
found at a crime scene can be physi-
cal evidence. The division is headed 
by Inspector Ketuozhole Mezhu. 

Visible evidence such as tools, 
footprints, weapons, or any other 
object in and around the scene, are 
captured and used to verify a crime.

Law concerning photography 
falls under sections 65-A and 65-B of 
the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

Narcotics
In forensic field, narcotics is de-
pendent on a multitude of methods 
and tests to not only collect evidence 
but also to determine physical and 
chemical properties of the evidence. 
In India, it falls under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
Act, 1985. It is being led by assistant 
section officer, Avil Niekha.

It was informed that in the FSL, 
the narcotics division only deals 
with cases pertaining to cannabis.  

State Forensics Science lab in Dimapur revamped 

SC allows live streaming of 
court proceedings  |  P8

Don’t want to get fined: Dhoni takes 
roundabout dig at umpires  |  P11

I’ve not completely embraced my 
fame  — Anushka Sharma  |  P10

Source: Department of Tourism

Neiphiu Rio, third from left, interacts with government officers during an inspection he undertook on 
Wednesday on the progress of restoration works on damaged portions of NH 29.

Jesmina Zeliang
EM Image

owing to incessant rain during 
July and August this year.  

Updates from the chief 
minister’s office (CMO) on 
Wednesday informed that Rio 
reviewed progress of the res-
toration works, accompanied 
by government officers from 
the national highways and the 
state government. 

‘The chief engineer in-
formed the chief minister 
that the road will be opened 
for light vehicles (to and fro) 
while heavy vehicles going 
down towards Dimapur will 
be allowed. However, heavy 
vehicles coming up towards 
Kohima will still have to take 
the Peducha-Tsiesama road,’ 
the CMO stated. The road is 
scheduled to be opened on 
the September 29, it added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 26: Despite 
all odds, Nagaland has 
quite a lot in store for tour-
ists to explore owing to the 
state’s rich hill stations, 
culture, and assorted fes-
tivals, and proximity with 
international boundaries; 
and the best seasons and 
exotic places to visit. World 
Tourism Day is celebrated 
on September 27 every 
year to raise awareness 
about tourism’s actual and 
potential contribution to 
sustainable development

According to the direc-
torate of Economic and 
statistics (2016), and Tour-
ism department (2017) 
record, the number of 
tourists in the state includ-

ing domestic and foreign 
tourists is 3,50,798 during 
the past five years. The 
number fluctuates year-to-
year. The number of tour-
ists saw a height in 2017 
with 1,02,062 domestic 
tourists and 4,166 foreign 
tourists.

It is pertinent to point 
out that the Hornbill fes-
tival receives maximum 
tourists almost every year. 
According to the Tourism 
department, the number 
of domestic and foreign 
tourists during the Horn-
bill festival during the past 
five year was 1,14,564. 

Interacting with East-
ern Mirror about the chal-
lenges faced by the depart-
ment, an official from the 

Tourism department, who 
did not want to be named, 
said: “Road communica-
tion is the major setback 
at the moment.” It is a well 
known challenging factor 
that every department is 
facing, including tourism, 
the official said. 

When asked about the 
fluctuation in the number 
of tourists, the official said, 
“Tourism has their own 
season. During monsoon, 
tourist tried to avoid ven-
turing out to a place like 
Nagaland mainly because 
of the natural disaster 
which is bound to hap-
pen.”

In a major enhance-
ment to the department of 
Tourism, the government 

Over 3 lakh tourists visited Nagaland during past five years

World Tourism Day: Tourists to Nagaland growing 
Yearly total number of domestic and foreign tourist from 2013-2017

Year-wise tourist inflow

YEAR DOMESTIC FOREIGN

2013 52350 2305

2014 58507 2585

2015 64616 2769

2016 58178 3260

2017 102062 4166

Total = five years Total = 335713 Total = 15085
Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics; Department of Tourism

Total number of domestic and foreign tourist during Hornbill Festival 
from 2013-2017

Year-wise inflow of tourists during Hornbill Festival

YEAR DOMESTIC FOREIGN

2013 15881 1457

2014 17044 1360

2015 19969 1144

2016 14962 1646

2017 38700 2401

Total = five years Total = 106556 Total = 8008

Cabinet gave on April 16 
a nod to conducting mini-
Hornbill festivals in all the 
district headquarters co-
inciding with the tribes’ 
major festivals. Following 
the approval, Tsüngrem-
mong Hornbill Festival of 
Mokokchung 2018 started 
on August 1. 

In the same survey, the 
purpose of visit for most 
of the foreign visitors was 
‘holidaying, leisure, and 
recreation.’ On the other 
hand, domestic tourists 
visited mainly for busi-
ness purposes, followed 
by holidaying and leisure; 
work related to govern-
ment authorities, or edu-
cation and training; shop-
ping, religious activity or 

pilgrimage, among others.  
The analysis was divided 
into domestic and foreign 
tourists, and for overnight 
and same-day stay.

The survey mentioned 
the expectation level of 
tourists visiting the state. 
‘Much better than expec-
tation’ was the impression 
of about 49 visitors includ-
ing foreign and domestic 
visitors. ‘Somewhat better 
than expectation’ was the 
impression of 10, 673 peo-
ple, both domestic and for-
eign tourists. 48 domestic 
tourists said it was ‘worse 
than the expectation.’ The 
analysis was divided into 
domestic and foreign tour-
ists, and for overnight and 
same-day stay.

Jasmina Zeliang informed 
that the IHGF was a direct buy-
er and seller meet which was 
expected to bring in around 
5000 buyers and was regarded 
as one of the top Indian fairs. 
She made known also that 
there was a special section for 
the Northeast entrepreneurs 
curated by the commissioned 
designers from the Philippines. 

“Our endeavour is to see 
young entrepreneurs from the 
Northeast emerge,” she said. 
She added that this year 20 en-
trepreneurs from the Northeast 
had been selected; two from 
Nagaland were selected. 

In 2008, Heirloom Naga was 
selected one of the 40 small 
producers worldwide by the 
Dutch government under their 
trade promotional wing CBI— 
‘centre for the promotion of 
imports from developing coun-
tries.’

In 2013, she was one of 
three members to represent 
India for the prestigious Inter-
national Visiting Leadership 
program in Washington.

Jesmina Zeliang was also 
chosen not only as a delegate 
but also to lead delegations 
on several occasions to rep-
resent both the Northeast 
region and India.



Kiphire Women avail free LPG cylinders
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Md. Ali Shibib along with the beneficaries of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjiwala Yojana LPG scheme on Sep. 26. 

NSCN (IM) delegation along with the representatives of Sumi community during the consultative meeting at Hotel 
Acacia, Dimapur, on September 26.

Khesheli Chishi, Principal District and Sessions Judge and Chairperson Kohima DLSA inaugurating the LLC at Govt. High School Upper Chandmari 

NU, Meriema campus to conduct 
workshop for PhD scholars
Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): The Women’s 
Studies Centre and the Department of 
Teacher Education, Nagaland Univer-
sity, Meriema campus, Kohima will be 
conducting an ICSSR sponsored 10-day 
workshop on the topic ‘Research meth-
odology course for PhD students in so-
cial sciences’ in the last week of February 
next year i.e. Feb. 19-28, 2019. 

A press note received here stated 
that  that the number of seats is limited 
to 30 only (20 seats reserved for outsta-
tion scholars + 10 seats for local schol-
ars). The participation is free but those 
interested participants will have to go 
through a series of scrutiny. Any young 
researchers who are pursuing their PhD 
programme in universities or research 
institutions are eligible to apply. 

A candidate desiring to attend the 
research methodology workshop have to 
fill the requisite application form along 

with a copy of recent bio-data which 
can be forwarded by the head/dean/
research supervisor of the institution, 
university of the concerned applicant. 
However, the ICSSR guidelines (Indian 
Council of Social Sciences) stipulates 
that preference should be given to schol-
ars from the neighbouring states of Na-
galand. Therefore, out of the 30 limited 
seats, twenty seats have been reserved 
for outstation scholars. The scanned ap-
plications should be sent “only” through 
email to nuicssrworkshop@gmail.com.   

For further information, one may 
contact the course director (ICSSR 
Research Methodology Course for 
Ph.D students in social sciences, Dr 
Petekhrienuo Sorhie, Project Officer, 
Women’s Studies Centre, NU, Kohima 
Campus, Meriema Nagaland - 797004 
mobile no +91-9402489676, peteagm@
gmail.com. 

Biometric attendance system 
installed in Water Resource dept.
Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): In accordance 
with the cabinet decision on Mar. 8 
2018 which directed all departments to 
introduce Aadhaar enabled Biometric 
Attendance System (BAS) for all govern-
ment employees, the Water Resources 
Department (WRD) on Wed. installed 
the system which was formally launched 
by the Advisor of WRD, Namri Nchang 
in the Directorate of Water Resources 
office, Kohima. 

 A DIPR news update informed that 
BAS was installed to improve efficiency, 
transparency in monitoring the attend-
ance, leave record and overall working 
environment in the department. 

speaking at the launching pro-
gramme, the Advisor Water Resources, 
NamriNchang expressed happiness at 
the government’s initiative to introduce 
the biometric system in all the govern-

ment offices which will help in main-
taining accuracy of attendance of all the 
employees. He encouraged all the staff 
to cooperate and make good use of the 
new system.

The Chief Engineer Water Resources 
Department, Tsuktinungsang com-
mented that with the installation of the 
BAS, an old chapter has closed and a 
new one has begun with an intention to 
react fast with the changes that is taking 
place.  

He reminded the staff that their 
performance and APAR will be reflected 
from the new system and therefore, en-
couraged all to be sincere and efficient 
in their duties. He acknowledged the 
department of information technology 
and communication, and Syscom Tech-
nology for assisting the department in 
installing the system.

NSCN (IM) holds consultative 
meeting with Sumi community 

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): With the objec-
tive to share and understand the political 
issue at hand so that the Nagas harvest the 
deserving national aspiration, NSCN (IM) 
held a consultative meeting with Sumi 
community on September 26 at Hotel 
Acacia.

Representatives who attended the 
consultative meeting included Eastern 
Sumi Hoho (ESH), Gaon buras and frontal 
organisations including Dimapur Eastern 
Sumi Union (DESU), Kohima Eastern 
Sumi Union (KESU) and Kiphire Tuensang 
Students’ Union (KTSU). The NSCN (IM) 
team was headed by Hukavi Yepthomi, kilo 
kilonser, and Lieut. Gen. Anthony Shimray, 
military cross, Longvibu, Naga Army.

NSCN (IM), in a press release issued 
through its MIP, stated that Eastern Sumi 
Hoho leadership had conveyed that they 
are with them and will always stand with 
the Nagas. At the same time, Eastern Sumi 
Hoho appealed for separation from the 

United Sangtam Region and to grant them 
a separate Eastern Sumi Region under the 
GPRN.

It stated that the GPRN led by the kilo 
kilonser and the Longvibu have been end-
lessly reaching out to the Nagas following 
the signing of the Framework Agreement 
between the Naga leaders and the Govern-
ment of India. It added that a number of 
Naga tribal hohos have become friendlier 
and better acquainted with the progress of 
the Indo-Naga peace process. 

GPRN leaders reminded the delegates 
that the Nagas’ politics is based on the 
principle of faith in Christ and assured that 
the dignity and pride of the Nagas should 
be restored through the Framework 
Agreement. It fervently appealed the Naga 
brethren to set aside sectarian interest and 
work in unity to achieve the national goal 
together. They further conveyed that a 
solution to the Indo-Naga conflict would 
be equally beneficial to India too.

DLSA inaugurates Legal Literacy Clubs in schools 
Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
As part of the nation-
wide programme, the 
District Legal Services 
Authorities (DLSAs) of 
ten different districts 
have launched Legal Lit-
eracy Clubs (LLCs) in 39 
school in their respec-
tive districts during the 
month of August and 
September. 

The districts where 
the LLCs were opened 
were Mokokchung, Wok-
ha, Dimapur, Zunhe-
boto, Longleng, Kohima, 
Kiphire, Phek, Tuensang 
and Mon. More LLCs will 
be opened at Phek and 
Peren in the month of 
September, the Nagaland 
State Legal Services Au-
thority  informed a press 
release. 

 T h e  c l u b s  w e r e 
equipped with compu-
ter, printer, furniture and 
books for the purpose of 
running their activities.

The release stated 
that the scheme of Le-
gal Literacy clubs has 
been formulated by the 

STATE

NPF CEC Meeting on Oct. 9 
The President of the Naga People’s Front, Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu has convened the party’s Cen-
tral Executive Council (CEC) meeting on Oct. 9 from 
11:00 am at the NPF Central Office Hq, Kohima.  The 
NPF Secretary General and MP (Rajya Sabha), K.G 
Kenye has, therefore, requested all the members 
concerned to attend the meeting without fail.  

KMC office shifted to 
supermarket area 
The administrator of Kohima Municipal Council 
(KMC), Kovi Meyase on Wed. informed that the office 
of the KMC has been shifted to New Super Market 
Complex, top floor with effect from Sep. 24, 2018. 

Orientation cum training on 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
The Department of Social Welfare and the State 
Resource Centre for Women will organising a “one-
day orientation cum training programme” on Thur. 
Sept 27 with the State and District nodal officers of 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao at the Conference Hall, 
Directorate of Science & Technology from 10:00 am 
onwards. 

Chakhroma organisation 
convenes meeting
Chakhroma Public Organisation (CPO) has con-
vened an emergency consultative meeting on 
September 28 at CPO hall, Chumoukedima, at 
10 am. CPO president, Vichutuolie Mere, and the 
joint information secretary, Khrielieviu Khro, have 
requested all concerned frontal organisations such 
as Chakhroma GBs’ Union, Chakhromapfu Mechu 
Krotho, Chakhroma Gazetted Officers’ Krotho, vil-
lage council chairmen/ executive member of CPO, 
Chakhroma youth organisation, Chakhroma sports’ 
association, Chakhroma students’ union, former 
office bearers and all Chakhroma people to attend 
the meeting positively.

DC Dmr. convenes meeting
In pursuance to the cabinet decision on September 19 
and Home department memorandum dated Septem-
ber 24 on mass social work, Deputy Commissioner, 
Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel has convened a meeting 
on September 27 in his office conference hall at 2:30 
pm. DC has requested all HoDs, NGOs, contractors, 
local bodies to attend the proposed meeting without 
fail.

DCC asks party workers in 
Dimapur to join in social work
The District Congress Committee (DCC) has in-
formed all its party workers in Dimapur district 
that a mass social work has been scheduled on 
October 2, organized by Dimapur DCC at Super 
Market. All the district frontal congress party 
workers of DCC, District Mahila Congress com-
mittee (DMCC), District Youth Congress (DYC) 
and all the 5th Assembly Constituency Congress 
Committee (ACCC) and Assembly Youth Congress 
(AYC) are requested to attend the program posi-
tively.  The DCC has also requested NPCC and PCC 
congress workers to take part in the mass social 
work at Supermarket. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

PHED Tuensang Division trains 
Swachhagrahis in sanitation 

WEATHER REPORT (22, SEP.)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA 25.4 16.4 19.7 79 NIL

DIMAPUR 34 25 26.8 91 NIL

WOKHA - - - - -

ZBT 22.9 16.5 18.5 83 2

MON 28 21 22.6 92 7

TUENSANG 20 18 17.3 89 3

MKG 25 19 20.2 90 6.4

PHEK 25.8 16.8 18.6 96 6.8

KIPHIRE 25.2 17 18 70 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 17 21 79 14.8

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 28 18.4 19.6 66 8.4

JALUKIE 26 16 23.9 74 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 27 22 23.8 95 7.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Staff of PHED Tuensang division and participants at the orientation cum training programme at CKS hall Tuensang.

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
The District Drinking 
Water and Sanitation 
(DWSM), PHED Tuensang 
division sponsored by the 
Water and Sanitation Sup-
port Organisation (WSSO), 
PHED Kohima conducted 
a Swachhagrahi Orienta-
tion cum Training on Geo 
Tagging, Sustainable sani-
tation and Waste Manage-
ment at Tuensang town 
CKS hall on Sep. 24. 

A press release re-
ceived here on Wed. stat-
ed that the junior engi-
neer of PHED Tuensang 
division, Khaoshai Lam, 
while speaking at the 
programme, said that the 
Swachhagrahis (foot sol-
diers of the clean India 
mission) play a very im-
portant role in bringing 
about behavioural change 
in the community through 
interaction and building 
rapport among the people. 

Saying that poor sani-
tation and open defeca-
tion can cause a lot of 

Swachhagrahi ke Swachhagrahi Ekse Anek Divas held in rural villages

health hazards and dis-
eases like diarrhoea, ty-
phoid etc, Lam said that 
an effective Swachhagrahi 
must have skill and experi-
ence to trigger communi-
ties and mobilise people 
to undertake immediate 

collective actions to elimi-
nate the practice of open 
defecation.  

Another speaker at the 
orientation programme, 
Ashale Seb, while dwell-
ing on the topic of waste 
management, encour-

aged the people to de-
velop the habit of using 
dustbins and know how to 
segregate the waste into 
bio-degradable or non 
bio-degradable wastes 
and also trained them on 
how to make compost pits 

to decompose the bio-
degradable wastes. 

Also emphasising on 
the 4 ‘R’s, she asked the 
participants to ‘Reduce’ 
daily waste products, ‘Re-
use’ materials more than 
once, ‘Recycle’ wastes to 

make a new product, and 
‘Recover’ of energy and 
metals from waste and 
safe disposal of waste to 
landfill areas.  

She said that if every-
one can practice the habit 
of the 4 ‘R’s then our envi-
ronment would be hygen-
ic and free from pollution. 
Junior engineer of PHED 
Tuensang, S Akangjongshi 
also trained the partici-
pants on geo-tagging, the 
release stated. 

Meanwhile, the release 
stated that the “Swach-
hagrahi ke swachhagrahi 
Ek se Anek Divas” was 
conducted in 119 villages 
under Tuensang district 
led by the Swachhagrahis 
in their own respective 
villages, where seminars 
and “Swachhatta Shram-
daan” were conducted at 
village level, like cleaning 
of village Primary health 
centre, Anganwadi cen-
tre, schools, individual’s 
household village sur-
roundings etc.

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
Under the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana scheme, 
free LPG (Liquefied Petro-
leum Gas) cylinders were 
distributed to two hundred 
beneficiaries in Kiphire 
district on Sep. 26 by the 
district administration. 

A DIPR news update 
informed that the scheme 

was launched in May 2016 
by the government of India 
for women living below 
poverty line in the coun-
try. The main aim of the 
programme is to empower 
women and to prevent 
them from the common 
health hazards caused by 
smoke. 

Deputy Commissioner 

Kiphire, Mohammed Ali 
Shihab, IAS while distrib-
uting the LPG to the ben-
eficiaries, appealed them 
not to sell it because the 
scheme has been borne 
free of cost by the central 
government and added 
that more LPGs will be 
given out, the DIPR report 
stated. 

National Legal Services 
Authority with an idea to 
spread knowledge of the 
legal rights and duties; to 
give legal suggestions to 
the poor and needy for 
their various problems 
and for providing legal 
literacy and legal serv-

ices programmes without 
causing any detriment to 
the student’s study cur-
riculum

Saying that it is a na-
tion-wide scheme, the re-
lease stated that the club 
comprises of students 
of Class-IX and above in 

schools and “second year 
and below” in colleges as 
members. The number 
of the members should 
not less than 10 and not 
more 25.

The club runs under 
the guidance of a “teach-
er-in-charge” nominated 

by the head of the insti-
tution in consultation 
with the National Serv-
ice Scheme (NSS); and 
it functions under the 
overall supervision of the 
headmaster or principal 
of the respective institu-
tions, the release stated. 
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Participants and faculty during the Kohima district inter-collegiate quiz competition at Kohima on Sep. 26.

Officials of the Association of Gorkha Baptist Churches Nagaland youth department.

Doyang Hydro Electric Project landowners place set of demands 

Remembering Mahatma at 150: State 
commemorates with quiz competition 

‘Nagaland horticulture receiving 
fewer amounts of subsidies’ ANATG Vs. state govt. standoff continuesGorkha churches to 

hold youth conference 

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN):  
Citing various grievances, the 
17 Land Affected Village un-
der the aegis of Land Owners’ 
Union, Doyang Hydro Electric 
Project (DHEP), NEEPCO Ltd., 
Doyang Wokha has made a 
series of demands ranging 
from employment, education, 
roads, buildings, healthcare, 
and playground at the DHEP 
area.
 The union warned that fail-
ure to comply with its set of 
demands would compel the 
landowners to take its own 
course of action for which the 
consequences would rest with 
the DHEP management and 
the corporation (NEEPCO). 

The LOU, DHEP President, 
Rhanbemo Odyuo stated that 
the ‘affected people held a 
consultative meeting at the 
conference hall Doyang with 
the Executive Director (O&M) 

Hq. Shillong and placed a rep-
resentation to the official; a 
copy of which was also made 
available to Eastern Mirror. 

In the representation, the 
LOU President, Rhanbemo 
Odyuo stated of an agreement 
“that the grade-IV staffs for the 
project shall be reserved post 
for the Land owners”. He cited 
“Serial (point) No. 3 (three) 
of the agreement for the land 
acquisition signed between the 
Govt. Of Nagaland and the land 
owners’ union (LOU) on 28th 
February 1984 and the serial 
(point) No 5 (b) of the handing 
and taking over of agreement 
signed  between the Govt. Of 
Nagaland and the North East-
ern Electric Power Corporation 
(NEEPCO Ltd) Kohima dated 
the 1st of August 1983” to sup-
port his claim. 

Therefore, the LOU ques-
tioned why there is no recruit-

ment of Grade-IV staffs of the 
Doyang Hydro Electric Project 
for nearly three decades. Say-
ing that recruitment for other 
NEEPCO Ltd. projects is done 
on a yearly basis, the represen-
tation demanded immediate 
recruitment of the existing va-
cancies of Grade-IV staff of the 
project as per the agreement. 

It also demanded that the 
vacant posts created after 
the Grade -IV staff who were 
employed at the project and 
who retired or expired on 
service ‘should be awarded 
to the land owners as per the 
agreement’. 

Moreover, it demanded 
that creation of new Grade-IV 
staff of DHEP, NEEPCO ‘should 
be made to the bonafide land 
owners of the constructed 
Doyang Hydro Electric Project 
as per the signed agreement’. 
School 

The representation stated that 
due to numerous reasons of 
negligence by the corporation, 
the only educational institu-
tion of the project is devoid of 
standard and value. 

Saying that the present 
schooling system under the pa-
thetic building condition and 
improper infrastructure has 
multiple difficulties and nega-
tive impact, the representation 
stated that the only hope of 
the 17 land affected villages for 
the children is to impart future 
quality education in a standard 
schooling system. 

Considering the failure to 
provide quality education as a 
serious breach of commitment 
by the corporation, the union 
demanded immediate major 
renovation of the building, 
proper infrastructure and to 
upgrade the existing standard 

to higher secondary level from 
the next academic session. 

Roads
The union, in the representa-
tion, stated that the road is to-
tally damaged and in a deplor-
able condition which indicated 
that the corporation has not 
given due attention and totally 
ignored the interest and wel-
fare of the affected people. The 
union demanded immediate 
widening, strengthening and 
‘carpeting’ of the colony roads 
of the DHEP which covers less 
than 12 km in length. 

Main office building, staff 
quarters, bungalow and NRC 
Hall 
With regard to the main office 
building and staff quarters, the 
union demanded ‘immediate 
major renovation of the 29 
year old main office building 
and staffs’ quarters’ within the 

stipulated time. 
It also said that the Inspec-

tion Bungalow (IB) and NRC hall 
needs special attention by the 
corporation for convenient and 
comfortable stay of the visitors 
and the visiting corporate staff. 

“Therefore we demand 
quick attention of the corpo-
ration for major renovation of 
the inspection bungalow and 
the NRC hall, DHEP, Doyang,” 
the LOU representation stated. 
Primary Health Centre, play-
ground 
While demanding the imme-
diate improvement of the Pri-
mary Health Centre, the union 
said that the only health insti-
tution of the project should be 
well developed. 

It said that the healthcare 
centre should equipped with 
machineries and medicine, 
experienced staff, requisite 
materials and proper electricity 

facilities and infrastructure for 
the land affected people and 
the employees of the corpora-
tion so as to avoid unwarranted 
risk of unprecedented health 
consequences.  

With regard to the play-
ground in the area, the repre-
sentation stated that the union 
has asked the corporation for 
the construction of stand-
ard rostrum and galleries at 
the one existing at the DHEP, 
NEEPCO Ltd Doyang. 

“Failure to comply of the 
above mentioned demands in 
one month period, the Land 
Owners’ Union (LOU) DHEP 
will start its 2nd phase of ag-
itation of which the DHEP 
management and the corpora-
tion (NEEPCO) shall be held 
the sole responsibilities if any 
eventualities arises during the 
course of agitation,” the repre-
sentation warned. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
In commemoration of the 
150th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi and 
under the initiative of the 
governor of Nagaland, PB 
Acharya, an inter-collegiate 
quiz competition for Ko-
hima district under the 
theme “Life and works of 
Mahatma Gandhi” was 
held at Kohima College, 
Kohima on Sep. 26.

Jointly organised by the 
Kohima College, Kohima 
and Science College, Jot-
soma, the competition saw 
enthusiastic participation 
from ten colleges viz. Orien-
tal College, Kohima Science 
College, Mt. Olive, Japfü 
Christian College, St. Joseph 
College, Jakham, Kohima 
College, Kohima, Modern 
College, Baptist College, 
Sazolie College, Jotsoma 
and Capital College.

Describing Gandhiji as 
a social reformer, econo-
mist, political leader, spir-
itual leader and most of 
all an educationist and 
a philosopher, Khrienuo 
Tseikhanuo, vice princi-
pal Kohima College, in her  
address, said the two as-
pects of Gandhi’s philoso-
phy that is pertinent to to-
day’s time are ‘love of God’ 
and ‘respect for all religion’.

She maintained that 
Gandhiji strongly believed 
in the principle that truth 
is the ultimate reality and 
that all religion leads to the 
same destination, albeit 
through different paths. 
Tseikhanuo urged the stu-
dents to revive the philoso-
phy of Gandhi and apply in 
their individual lives and 
make the society a better 
place to live in.

His was no ordinary life. It was a life well lived and well 
loved; a life that is deeply missed. Fondly remembering our 

dearest Apo on his first death anniversary.

~ Loving Family members ~

01.08.1941 - 27.09.2017

D-6037

The competition, held 
in two rounds of questions 
with four sets of question 
for each participant, saw 
the students showcasing 
their brilliance by rapidly 
answering the questions. 
The selected five partici-
pants then underwent a 
stiff competition as three 
sets of questions were 
asked for each of them with 
time allotment of only 10 
seconds.

Ultimately, Kohima 
College, Kohima was de-
clared as the winner fol-
lowed by St. Joseph Col-
lege, Jakhama and Capital 
College, Kohima. It was 
informed that the winners 
will be felicitated by the 
Governor on October 2 
marking the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi at Raj Bhavan.
Phek: Kekhruvelu Tetseo 
from Pfutsero Government 
College was declared win-
ner of the Phek district level 
quiz competition, while 
Menu-u Mero from Pfut-
sero Government College 
and Ruvehu Keyho from 

Christian Mission Higher 
Secondary School, Phek, 
were declared second and 
third winners respectively.

The district level quiz 
competition was organ-
ised by Phek Government 
College on September 25 
on the theme “The life and 
works of Mahatma Gan-
dhi.” A press release recieve 
here stated that altogeth-
er two higher secondary 
schools and two colleges 
participated in the event. 

Earlier in the day, PGC’s 
principal Dr. Vizovol Mekro 
delivered the keynote ad-
dress and the vote of thanks 
was said by Merenlemla 
Jamir, assistant professor, 
department of mathemat-
ics. The competition was 
chaired by Shesalu Lohe, 
assistant professor, depart-
ment of botany, and Tsotalu 
Nakro, assistant professor, 
department of history, was 
the quiz master. The event 
was judged by assistant 
professors namely Thosu-
sie Katiry, Temjenmeren 
and Vedulu.
Dimapur: Limatemjen 

from Dimapur Govern-
ment College was declared 
winner of the inter-col-
legiate quiz competition 
organised by Dimapur 
Government College on 

September 26, while the 
second and third positions 
were bagged to Bidemo 
H Ezung from Immanuel 
College and K Atomi As-
sumi from Yemhi Memorial 
College.

The quiz competition 
was held on the topic “Life 
and works of Mahatma 
Gandhi” commemorating 
the 150th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Al-
together 11 colleges from 
across Dimapur took part 
in the quiz. 

All the participants 
were awarded certificates 
and the winners will receive 
the prizes on October 2 at 
a felicitation programme 
cum seminar on “The 
thoughts and philosophy 
of Mahatma Gandhi” at the 
Raj Bhavan, Kohima.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 26 : Provid-
ing data from the year 2009-
10 to 2016-17 on the total 
subsidies that Nagaland re-
ceived under the schemes of 
National Horticulture Board 
(NHB), Atul R Patwardhan 
from Chintamani Consul-
tancy & Services, Pune, said 
that Nagaland was receiving 
fewer amounts of subsidies  
and the figures reveal a de-
spairing scenario about the 
agricultural scenario. 

Patwardhan was ad-
dressing as a special invitee 
at the “bridging the gaps to-
wards sustainable horticul-
ture in Nagaland” organised 
by Horticultural Depart-
ment, Government of Naga-
land, under the patronage 
of Governor of Nagaland, 
PB Acharya, at Town Hall in 
Dimapur on September 26. 

Patwardhan disclosed 
that during the year 2014-
15, an amount of INR 18,846 
lakhs was sanctioned by 
the centre as subsidies for 
the entire country of which 
Nagaland received only INR 
5.45 lakhs. Similarly, in the 
years 2015-16 and 2016-17, 
of the total amount of INR 
26,000 lakhs and INR 24,000 
lakhs, Nagaland received 
only INR 2.5 lakhs and INR 
1 lakh respectively, that too 
by the government agencies 
and not by the farmers.

“ T h e r e  a r e  m a n y 
schemes for the farmers 
with special privileges for 
farmers from Northeast but 

the farmers are not aware of 
it and thus subsidies do not 
reach them. Another reason 
which could be mostly due 
to lack of awareness and 
also due to non-fulfilment 
of guidelines,” addressed 
Patwardhan. He also point-
ed out that if ‘reserved 
subsidy schemes’ were not 
availed it might also be di-
verted to other states. 

Addressing  on guide-
lines of subsidy schemes, 
he expounded  ‘if the area of 
land belonging to a particu-
lar farmer does not reach 
the prescribed area, he can 
jointly apply with farmers 
whose land are adjacent 
which will make the finding 
of market linkages easier for 
their produce’.

The special invitee ex-
horted the farmers to spread 
the word of the different 
schemes to avail the funds 
and informed them that 
until they come forward the 
government cannot facili-
tate them. He also informed 
them that for any assist-
ance, they could always 
reach over to him on phone 
numbers at 8055751969 and 
8485066351. Stating that he 
had meet the state governor, 
Patwardhan said he will fur-
ther have meetings with the 
government departments 
in this regard. 
Projects under controlled 
environment: Projects of 
cultivation of cut flowers 
like orchids, anthurium, 
lillium, gerperia, chrysan-

themum to name a few, 
projects of cultivation on 
exotic vegetables like col-
oured capsicum, cucumber, 
tomato to name a few with 
the project cost up to INR 
112 lakh per project with 
a covering area of above 
2250 sq.mtr with subsidy of 
50% of project cost, maxi-
mum up to INR 56 lakh per 
project. 
Under open field projects: 
Projects of cultivation of 
crops like orange, passion 
fruit, pineapple, banana, 
apple, lichi, cardamom and 
projects  for cultivation of 
flower- crops like gladiolus, 
tube rose with a project 
cost upto INR 75 lakh per 
project with subsidy of 50% 
of project cost maximum up 
to INR 37.50 lakh. 

Director and Mission 
Director (MIDH), depart-
ment of horticulture Dr. 
R Elithung Lotha, in his 
keynote address, said that 
though Naga farmers are 
producing enough crops 
and there are some prod-
ucts like large cardamom 
and cucumber that are of 
best quality in the entire 
northeast, there was a prob-
lem of finding proper mar-
ket. 

 The fragmented land 
holding system which 
makes it very difficult to 
convince a community to 
produce a particular crop 
was one issue that Lotha 
pointed out in his address.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Sep. 26(EMN): With the 
Nagaland government and the All 
Nagaland Ad-hoc Teachers Group 
(ANATG) meeting at Secretariat 
conference hall on Sep. 26 bearing 
no positive results with both parties 
unflinching from their stands, it 
seems the deadlock will drag on for 
yet another showdown between the 
two conflicting party soon.

The state government repre-
sented  by K.T Sukhalu, advisor 
school education, Menokul John,  
principal secretary of school educa-
tion; Wonthungo Tsupoe, director of 
school education; and K Sema, ad-
ditional Advocate General met with 
the office bearers of ANATG-2015 
batch, who were also represented 
by their legal consultant at the 
meeting.

K.T Sukhalu said the state gov-
ernment was trying its best and  will 
continue to give its best to settle 
the matter once and for all. He also 
asked them not think that the de-
partment or the government were 
trying to hold back their regulariza-
tion process; rather it was the tech-
nicalities related to the legal system 
that was dragging back this issue.

Terming that the agitating 
teachers have every right to raise 
their voice and protest if the govern-
ment was sitting idle, the advisor 
however said that the state govern-
ment was keen to settle this case 
once and for all at the earliest.

Sukhalu also appealed the 

teachers to return to their respective 
schools, for the sake of the school 
children, since the final exams were 
drawing near.

He also gave a verbal assur-
ance for the enhancement of the 
pay scale of ANATG-2015 batch 
with those of regularised teachers 
once he put forward the proposal 
during a cabinet meeting in two 
days time.

Meanwhile, the ANATG-2015  
Batch held an emergency meeting 
after the  meeting  at  the  Secretariat 
with  the  Government  of  Nagaland, 
and  demanded that all the 1166  
members be  regularised at the ear-
liest and  stop the chain of  excuses. 
It said that the government on one 
hand had said that its hands were 
tied to regularize  Adhoc/ Contrac-
tual/ Casual  appointments; how-
ever it has tabled the regularisation 
of 82 casual employees which  was  
made  on  11.09.2018 in the  Home  
Department, Secretariat  Adminis-
tration  Branch  ‘A’  Vide  Order  NO: 
SAB-4/ 4/97 ( Pt-III).

The ANATG-2015 batch has 
decided to  wait  for  the  outcome 
of  the  Sep. 28 cabinet  sitting. It 
asserted that if the outcome of the 
cabinet sitting is not in its favour, 
then it would not hesitate to  act  
whatsoever the  consequences 
may be. 

 The ANATG- 2015  Batch fur-
ther appealed all the right  thinking  
citizens  and  civil organizations to 
stand by their cause.

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): Asso-
ciation of Gorkha Baptist Church-
es Nagaland (AGBCN) has an-
nounced to hold the 8th biennial 
youth conference from October 
12-14 at Chumoukedima town 
hall on the theme ‘In step with 
the word of God’ (II Timothy 3:16-
17). The youth conference will be 
hosted by Nepali Baptist Church, 
Chumukedima, Dimapur.

In a press note, AGBCN youth 
secretary Shishir Lama stated 
that the youth conference is be-
ing organised to provide platform 
for the Gorkha Christian youth to 
showcase their talents and bring 
the community together from 
different places of Nagaland.

Highlights of the youth con-
ference would include various 
youth related programmes in-

cluding music, dance and most 
importantly the word of God.

Speakers for the three-day 
conference will be Rev. Matthias 
Subba, Himalayan Evangelical 
Fellowship from Kalimpong, 
Darjeeling, and Rev. Ranjit Kun-
war, founder of Living Church 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Praise and worship dur-
ing the three-day youth con-
ference would be led by The 
Chronicles Band Dimapur from 
NBC, Walford, and The Living 
Church worship team from 
Kathmandu.

Some of the main events 
would include ‘Battle of Bands’ 
from different Nepali churches 
of Nagaland, cultural dance com-
petition, and live concert on 
October 13.
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Biren appeals to withdraw bandh

48 hrs strike not effective in hill areas of Mnp. — TSA

Manipur govt. war against drugs intensifies

Disciplinary action if goverment employees 
don’t attend office during strike — CS

M’laya to hold all-party meet to start NRC-like exerciseSiang in sorry 
state, CWC report 
misleading 

Person arrested for posessing fake currency

Fish trade in Tripura hit by 
stalled Bangladesh imports

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh on Wednesday 
appealed to the stakehold-
ers and student organisa-
tions to withdraw the 48 
hours bandh and come 
forward for dialogue to find 
amicable solution to the 
Manipur University (MU) 
crisis.

Biren said that the gov-
ernment is ready to hold 
talks anytime. Because 
through dialogue issues can 
be resolved. “So we need 
people’s help and support in 
resolving the issues,” he said 
while speaking to media at 
CM’s secretariat in Imphal 
on Wednesday.

Biren made the appeal 
in respond to the 48 hours 
state wide bandh called 
by six students’ bodies of 
Manipur demanding un-
conditional and immediate 
release of all the arrested 
students and teachers of 
MU besides demanding 
immediate withdrawal of 
the security forces from 
University campus to bring 
normalcy in the university. 
The bandh will be in force 
from the midnight of Sep-
tember 26 till the midnight 
of September 28.

The students’ bodies-All 
Manipur Students’ Union, 
Manipuri Students Fed-
eration, Democratic Stu-
dents Alliance of Manipur, 
Kangleipak Students As-
sociation, Students’ Union 
of Kangleipak and Apunba 
Ireipakki Maheiroi Sinpan-

glup, also denounced the 
police action at the boy’s 
hostels of the university 
in the intervening night of 
September 20 and 21.

The functioning of 
the university, which has 
around 5,000 students, re-
sumed from August 23 after 
a gap of 85 days agitation 
demanding removal of Vice 
Chancellor AP Pandey on 
charges of irregularities fol-
lowing an agreement. 

But the fresh unrest re-
surfaced in the campus 
after the police conduct-
ed search at boys’ hostels 
based on a complaint and 
subsequent arrest of seven 
students and six teachers. 
It also forced the university 
authority to postpone the 
ongoing semester examina-
tion of the University until 
further orders.

Me a n w h i l e  p o l i c e 
foiled the attempt to burn 
the effigies of chief minis-
ter at the western gate of 
DM College campus here 
around 1.30pm on Wednes-
day. They also fired tear 
gas shells to control the 
students who were pro-
testing against the arrest 
of university students and 
teachers and demanding 
restoration of normalcy in 
the university by removing 
the security forces deployed 
inside the campus. Some of 
the university girl students 
who are undergoing relay 
hunger strike in front of 
their hostels demanding 
immediate release of the ar-
rested students and teach-

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
An organisation declared 
that the 48 hours general 
strike called by the valley-
based students’ organisa-
tion from the midnight of 
September 26 will not be 
effective in the hill areas of 
Manipur.

The Thadou Students’ 
Association (TSA)-GHQ 
issued a press release on 
Wed. Sep. 26 through its 
secretary, information & 
publicity Kamsanglen Sing-
sit, stating that the 48 hours 
general strike called by the 
valley based students’ or-
ganisation from the mid-
night of Sep. 26 will not be 
effective in the hill areas of 
Manipur and asserted that 
the impending agitation 
is the handiwork of valley-
based students’ organisa-
tion who are now in the de-
fensive, desperately fighting 
for rear-guard action that 
is bound to end in a fiasco.

The association also 
stated that the tribal com-
munities are not a part of 
this agitation and neither 
will they endorse it.

It also stated that right 
from the onset of the agi-
tation that was launched, 
myriads of tribal frontal 
organisations had made it 

explicitly clear through its 
many press communique’s 
that the rule of law should 
be given precedence over 
all else, and that justice and 
fair trial should be given 
to all and sundry; but the 
sequence of events has 
evinced that vested of rapa-
cious individuals has taken 
priority over the interest of 
the students community. 

Maintaining that the 
agitators could have put 
to rest their agitation af-
ter the suspension of Prof 
AP Pandey, the lynchpin 
against whom the agita-
tion was launched, on Sep. 
17, the agitators chose to 
protract it without any iota 
of care and compassion 
for the career of thousands 
of students who are at the 
receiving end of this heed-
less agitation.

This indicates that the 
crux of the agitation was 
launched for the sake of the 
‘loaves and fishes’ that the 
university could provide, 
and nothing else. This can 
be substantiated by the fact 
that a ‘confidential agree-
ment’ was signed between 
the agitators in August 
where all the top-posts and 
slots in the University were 
distributed amongst the 

agitators. 
It should be kept in 

mind that Manipur Univer-
sity is a central university 
and any Indian citizen are 
eligible for any post if he/
she fits the description. The 
association alleged that the 
Meitei’s mentality, that they 
should be the only one, who 
should occupy all the sine-
cure posts, is the real reason 
behind all these charades 
that is being witnessed now. 
The association further al-
leged that the valley people 
should not be under the 
impression that Manipur 
University is their father’s 
property as it located in the 
valley but should under-
stand that it belongs to the 
nation.

If the agitators are not 
satisfied with the adjudica-
tion of the HRD ministry 
they should demand for the 
reconversion of Manipur 
University to a state univer-
sity, and run it within their 
whim and fancies.

In a nutshell, the pana-
cea to these entire problems 
is, the central government 
should shift the university 
to the hill areas of Manipur 
to avert such shameless agi-
tation, henceforth, added 
the press release.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 26 (EMN): For 
the first time in the history 
of Manipur police, the state 
government has recom-
mended Gallantry Award 
for a police officer, who took 
active role in checking drug 
menace.

This was disclosed by 
state Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh while attending 
a huge drug disposal event 
held in connection with 
24 cases registered at Ma-
nipur Police department at 
Pungdongbam Khangla-
houbi Lampak in Manipur’s 
Imphal East district on 
Wednesday. Stating that 
such gesture clearly shows 
the government’s strong 
commitment of control-
ling drug menace, Biren 
said the seizing quantity of 
contraband heroin number 
4 has been increased in the 
current year comparing to 
the previous year. 19 kg of 
heroin number 4 was seized 

in 2017-18 against 8kg in 
2016-17 after declaration 
of war on drugs by the new 
government. 

He also informed that 
from March last year to 
August this year, Manipur 
Police registered 483 drugs 
related cases and arrested 
636 persons including 126 
women while over 19 kg of 
No. 4 heroin powder, over 
5,031 kg of Ganja, over 243 
kg of Opium, 3,88,342 Cap-
sules of Spasmo Proxivon 
(SP), 23,480 tablets and 31 
Strips of Nitrosun (N-10), 
10,83,283 WY tablets, 4,697 
bottles of Cough Syrup, 
over 17 kg of Brown Sugar, 
29,000 Ephedrine tablets 
and 30,800 Alphawin tablets 
were seized. All these con-
traband items would also 
be disposed off later after 
completing due procedures 
and formalities, he added. 

In addition to taking up 
stringent measures to check 
trafficking of drugs from 

other states and countries, 
the government had also 
destroyed around 1852 acres 
of poppy plantations so far. 
Villagers who used to plant 
poppy had been provided 
alternative means of liveli-
hood of Agarwood, lemon-
grass and avocado cultiva-
tion, he said. 

The contraband drugs 
which were consigned to 
flames by the chief minister 
in the day’s event include 
11,302 kg and 647 gm of 
Ganja, 3,97,740 Pseudo-
ephedrine tablets, 2,63,600 
Respifed tablets, 90,174 
Spasmo Proxivon (SP) cap-
sules, 228 WY tablets, 6633 
number of Nitrosun (N-10) 
tablets and 27 gm of No. 4 
heroin powder. 

The drugs were seized 
by the Police Stations of 
Narcotics and Affairs of Bor-
der at Lilong, Jiribam, Bish-
nupur, Moirang, Lamlai, 
Churachandpur, Porompat, 
and Nungba.   

Imphal, Sep. 26 (PTI): The 
Manipur government has 
said that disciplinary action 
would be taken against gov-
ernment employees if they 
don’t attend offices during 
the 48-hour general strike 
called by joint students 
organisations which will 
commence from Wednes-
day midnight.

Chief Secretary J Suresh 
Babu Tuesday evening is-
sued an order stating that 
disciplinary action would 
be initiated against those 
officials who fail to attend 
offices during the 48-hour 
general strike called by stu-
dent bodies.

Suresh Babu also in-
formed that “attendance 
report should be sent to the 
concerned administrative 
secretaries” failing which 
disciplinary actions would 
be initiated against those 
who fails to attend duty.

He directed all Deputy 
Commissioners of districts 
to ensure attendance in 
all the district’s of the state 
during the strike.

Joint students organisa-
tion comprising of differ-
ent student bodies have 
called the general strike to 
demand “unconditional 
release” of all the Manipur 
University students and 

teachers arrested by the 
security personnel during 
the September 21 midnight 
raid.

The security personnel 
raided the university cam-
pus after the acting Vice-
chancellor Prof K Yugin-
dro Singh lodged an FIR 
stating he was confined 
by the students who also 
forced him to sign a writ-
ten apology when he went 
to the university campus 
to assume charge of the 
acting VC.

IGP L Kailun said the 
security forces entered the 
campus after taking per-
mission from the VC.

Six teachers and seven 
students have been re-
manded in judicial cus-
tody while two students 
had been sent into po-
lice remand, Imphal West 
SP Jogendrajit Haobijam 
said.

President of All Ma-
nipur Students Union, S 
Manjit Sunday told media 
that their other demand 
also include withdrawal of 
all security forces deployed 
in the Manipur University 
campus.

Meanwhile, tribal stu-
dent bodies have decided 
not to support the 48-hour 
general strike in the state.

Shillong, Sep. 26 (PTI): The Megha-
laya government will soon hold an all-
party meeting for discussion before 
embarking on an NRC-like exercise 
in the state, Chief Minister Conrad K 
Sangma announced in the assembly 
on Wednesday.

He said the Meghalaya Demo-
cratic Alliance government is on 
the job and the state has various 
ways to check illegal immigration 
ensuring that indigenous people are 
protected.

“We intended to call an all-party 
meeting to discuss with stakeholders 

before embarking on an exercise such 
as the NRC,” Sangma said.

He was replying to a short dura-
tion discussion on news reports that 
the demand for conducting NRC-like 
exercise in all the Northeastern states 
is growing.

The National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) is a record of all legal citi-
zens and it was created for Assam in 
1951. It is being updated under the 
Supreme Court’s supervision with 
March 24, 1971 as the cut-off date for 
genuine Indian citizens.

The names of 40.07 lakh appli-

cants did not find a place in the his-
toric document, touted to be a proof 
of Assamese identity.

“Our government has decided to 
move ahead with the other prepara-
tory exercises undertaken in the state 
in a phased-manner beginning with 
setting up of entry-exit points,” the 
chief minister said.

He said the railway minister had 
informed him that a facilitation cen-
tre could be set up at Mendipathar, 
the lone railway station in the state 
connecting Guwahati, to check illegal 
immegrants.

Itanagar, Sep. 26 (PTI): Criti-
cising the Central Water 
Commission’s report “paint-
ing a rosy picture” of the 
Siang river, Lok Sabha MP 
from Arunachal Pradesh 
Ninong Ering has demand-
ed dredging of its riverbed.

The river enters Aru-
nachal Pradesh from Chi-
na, where it is known as 
Tsangpo.

“The condition of Siang 
river is in a sorry state, and 
yet the CWC data paints 
a rosy picture to keep real 
suffering and plight of peo-
ple in oblivion,” Ering said 
in a letter to Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Tuesday. The river witnessed 
sudden blackening with 
heavy turbidity last year, and 
now the water level has risen 
due to sedimentation and 
deposition, the Congress 
MP from Arunachal East 
Parliamentary Constituency 
said.

“In the absence of em-
bankments, villagers some-
how built sandbags em-
bankment to protect their 
lives. Few stranded people 
were even airlifted by the Air 
Force at Jampani,” he said in 
the letter.

Agartala, Sep. 26 (PTI): 
Fish trade in Tripura was 
hit with Bangladesh ex-
porters stopping sending 
fish to the state after anti-
social elements allegedly 
demanded illegal tax from 
them, an official said.

It has led to increase 
in the prices of fish in the 
state, which is dependent 
on supplies from Andhra 
Pradesh and Bangladesh.

A Customs official said 
on condition of anonymity 
that Bangladeshi exporters 
have stopped exporting 
fish to Tripura after 10,000 
kg of fish valued at 37,000 
USD perished on Septem-
ber 4 when some goons 
demanded ‘tolla’ (extor-
tion money).

When the Indian trad-
ers contacted their coun-
terparts in Bangladesh, 
they clearly stated that if 
a responsible government 
official from India gives 
an assurance in writing 
that their security would 
be ensured, only then they 
would resume export of 
fish, the official said Tues-
day.

“There was a meeting 
of the exporters of Bang-
ladesh in their country 
on September 17 during 
which they raised a ques-
tion about how would they 
be compensated for their 
loss on September 4”, an 
executive of Agartala Ex-
porter and Importer En-
trepreneur Sangha’ said 

requesting anonymity.
A sizeable amount of 

fish enters the markets of 
the capital city through 
Agartala Akhaura Inte-
grated Check post.

Speaking on the issue, 
BJP Tripura unit’s vice-
president Pratima Bhow-
mik said, she will take the 
initiative to solve the prob-
lem. Meanwhile, the prices 
of fishes like Rohu, Katla, 
and Pabda have shot up.

A fish trader, Adhir Das, 
who sells fish at Battala 
Market, the capitals main 
market, said “The price of 
fish is soaring every day, 
because production in the 
state is not sufficient for 
consumption of the people 
of the state.

Dibrugarh (Assam), Sep. 26 (PTI):  
Police have arrested a person Thursday for 
posessing fake currency notes and seized 
a pistol along with ammunition in Assam’s 
Kamrup district, sources in the force said.

The fake currency seized from him 
comprised of counterfiet notes of face 
value of Rs 500, Rs 200 and Rs 50, the 
police said.

A .22 pistol along with 26 rounds of 

live ammunition was also seized from the 
man, who was booked under the Arms 
Act and IPC sections 489C (making fake 
currency), 448 (house-trespass) and 394 
(committing or attempt to commit rob-
bery), the police said.

The man had unsuccesfully con-
tested as an Independent candidate from 
Sarupathar Assam Assembly constituency 
in 2016, the sources added.

EM Images

N Biren Singh sets contraband on fire at a pre-trial drug disposal event at Pungdongbam in Imphal east 
district on Wed. Sep. 26.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1949SUD0KU 1789
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. French for “Seven”
 5. Joseph ____, choreographer
 9. Central Processing Unit
 12. Swift Malayan sailboat
 13. Jai ____, sport
 14. Goddess of the underworld (Norse 

mythology)
 15. Canvas shelter
 16. Late astronomer and writer ____ 

Sagan
 17. Purpose
 18. After B
 20. A type of house built in New 

England
 22. Yell
 25. Deface
 26. Scottish for “Own”
 27. Stomached
  32. As fast as can be done
 34. Rodent
 35. Minute opening in the skin
 36. Blighted
 39. Chum
 40. A piece of thick padding
 41. With many branches
 43. Short jackets
 47. Arabic letter
 48. ___ Dhabi, Arabian capital
 49. Asian nation
 51. Hit on the head (slang)
 54. Help
 55. Open or breezy
 56. Turkish title
 57. Perceive visually
 58. Grab
 59. Hear ye 

DOWN
 1. Seaport (abbrev.)
 2. Before
 3. Gland that produces insulin
 4. Learner
 5. Political Action Committee
 6. Expression of sorrow or pity

 7. Boundary
 8. Upright support
 9. Cyprinid fish
 10. Monetary unit of Mexico
 11. Genus of very spiny dense 

evergreen shrubs 
 19. Take in solid food
 21. Snare
 22. Caviar fish
 23. Container for shipping

 24. Deferments
 28. Skeletal muscle
 29. Study of geometrical 

properties
 30. Historical periods
 31. ____te = remove
 33. Apple, pear, quince
 37. A long noosed rope used to 

catch animals
 38. Male parent

 42. Former Portuguese colony
 43. Sheep sounds
 44. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 45. Methaqualone pill (slang)
 46. English Channel island
 50. Edgar Wilson ___, American 

Humorist
 52. 3rd person female  singular
 53. Possesses

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1788
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ers were reportedly picked 
for medical checkup.

In the meantime three 
Manipur based womenfolk 
organisations announced 
to support the bandh. On 

the other hand the state 
chief secretary directed the 
administrative secretaries 
and head of departments to 
ensure attendance in all the 
offices and subordinate of-

fices during 48 hour bandh 
while the state transport 
authority asked the pub-
lic transport operators to 
maintain transport opera-
tions during the bandh.



AFFIDAVIT
Regd.No.1235     Date: 24.09.18

I, SMTI. NANDINI DAS W/o Shri Gautam Das, aged about 41 years, presently residing at H/
No.13/B, A.G. School Road, Bank Colony, Ward No.5, Dimapur MC, Dimapur: Nagaland, do hereby 
solemnly affirm on oath as follows:
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and residing at the above mentioned address.
2. That my actual Date of Birth is 02.12.1997.
3. That in the academic records my name has been mentioned as “BASUDHA BARMAN” and 

in my official documents as “NANDINI DAS”.
4. That after marriage both my name and surname was changed to “NANDINI DAS”.
5. That I am swearing this affidavit to declare my actual Date of Birth and that “BASUDHA 

BARMAN” and “NANDINI DAS” are the name of same and one person i.e., myself and 
further to officially continue my name as “ NANDINI DAS”.

6. That the statements made in paragraph 1 to 5 are true and correct to the best of my 
Knowledge and belief and nothing materials are concealed therein.

DEPONENT
Sworn before me 19th day of September, 2018.

Chief Judicial Magistrate
Dimapur: Nagaland

D-6038

AFFIDAVIT
Registration No.1954/2018             Date: 24.09.2018
I,Shri  VIRENDRA GUTTI change my 
father and mother name as “CHANNAPPA 
GUTTI” and “GANGAVVA GUTTI” 
respectively (NEW NAME) and 
“CHANNAPA” and “GANGAVA” (OLD 
NAME) and the new name shall be 
used when required and in all the future 
correspondences.

DEPONENT
D-6039

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 25th September 2018

NOTICE
NO.REV-1/90-D/      /Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti. Chumben Lotha resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.59, Dag 
No.403, measuring an area 01-02-17 located 
at Block No/Village.04, Mouza No.02 which has 
been located mortgage in the Nipavi Society 
Bank/Society.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 25.09.18.

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

D-6041

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
NAGALAND STATE DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

HOME DEPARTMENT
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

NO.NSDMA/CMRF/228/2018   Dated Kohima, 24th September 2018

OFFICE MEMORANDUM
In pursuance to the cabinet decision on 19th September, 2018 mass social work shall 
be conducted throughout the state from 29th September to 2nd October 2018 during 
which all elected members had been requested to participate. All the administrative 
HQs under the state shall be provided funds to meet the pol/logistic requirement 
for the social work @ of Rs.1,50,000. Rs.75,000 and Rs.40,000 for all District HQs, ADC 
HQs and SDO(C), B.M.EAC HQs respectively.

Following guidelines are issued to ensure effective of the social work:-

1. All Departments/contractors/NGOs and Local bodies to actively participate and 
extend assistance with available machineries and man powers in respective 
locality.

2. Co-ordination meeting may be convened at District/sub-Division/circle level by 
the administrative officers and chalk out action plans for execution of the works 
in respective areas by mobilisation of machineries and man power available in 
the areas.

3. Choked culverts/drains/rubbish accumulation may be pre-identified to be 
attended as priority targets for clearance.

4. The social work shall conclude on 2nd October with final clearance of collected 
debris/rubbish in commemoration of 150th Birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Swatchh Bharat Day.

While we are yet to fully recoup for the devastating impact of the disaster, ever 
citizen is urged to come forward and participate in the social work.

TEMJEN TOY, IAS
Chief Secretary Nagaland

KG-2842

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
NAGALAND STATE DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

HOME DEPARTMENT
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

NO.NSDMA/CMRF/228/2018                     Dated Kohima, 26th September 2018.

APPEAL
In view of the proposed Mass Social Work throughout the State w.e.f 
29th Sept. to 02nd October culminating with the SWACHH BHARAT 
DAY 2018 on 2nd October all Departments, Contractors, Tribal Bodies, 
NGO’s, Local Bodies are requested for Active participation. Available 
machineries, Vehicles, manpower’s may kindly be made available 
to the District Administration, for assistance. Required fuel will be 
provided for the same by the Administration.

The Hon’ble Chief Minister will lead the Social Work at Kohima, and 
likewise, the Hon’ble Elected members will participate in respective 
districts and areas.

(ROVILATUO MOR), IAS
Secretary to the Govt. of Nagaland

KG-2843

No.17 (42)/2016-PL/NGT (Vol.-II)
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Policy and Law Division

NGT Cell
*******

Level-III, Jal Wing, 
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, 

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj, New Delhi-03 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change invites 

applications for filling up of the seven vacant posts of Expert Members 
in the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

 For qualifications, terms of office, age limit, conditions of service 
etc. are available on the Ministry’s website www.moef.gov.in.  

 Details of the advertisement including the Application Form 
can be downloaded from the aforementioned link on the Ministry’s 
website. 

Last date for receipt of application in the Ministry’s office is 
10.10.2018. 

Davp 13101/11/0021/1819

NAME CHANGE
Registration No.1950/2018                     Date: 22.09.2018

NORBU TAMANG (OLD 
NAME) SHOULD BE 
KNOWN AS, SONAM 
WANGDI TAMANG (NEW 
NAME) BY AFFIDAVIT.

D-6040 DEPONENT

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA
No. DTE/MIN/4/2013/MIS                                              Dated: Kohima, the 26th September, 2018

NOTIFICATION
         This is to inform all the concerned students under Merit-
cum-Means Based Scholarship and Post Matric Scholarship that 
the Ministry of Minority Affairs have extended to the last date 
of submission of online application for both Fresh and Renewal 
scholarships from 30th September, 2018 to 31st October, 2018.
2.   It may be mentioned that the said scholarship schemes  

can be applied through the National Scholarship Portal 
(NSP) www.scholarships.gov.in within the specified date.

3.  The Institute(s) within the State are requested to verify 
student’s online applications from the NSP with the 
provided User ID and Password within the specified 
timeline.

4.  The Institute(s) who have lost /forgotten/ not able to 
access National Scholarship Portal can depute a staff with 
the authorization letter and collect the same from the 
Directorate of Technical Education on all working days.

(Er. Arjun Singh)
       Director KG
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BUSINESS

Cabinet clears INR 5,538 cr. package for sugar industry 

Fears over a rise in US interest rates, 
oil prices dent Indian equity market

Govt. hikes import duties on 19 
items to check CAD, rupee fall

New Delhi, Sep. 26 (IANS): 
The Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved a 
Rs 5,538-crore package 
as part of a comprehen-
sive policy for the sugar 
industry to deal with the 
surplus domestic stock 
and help mills clear dues 
of cane growers.

The policy seeks to 
offset the cost of cane 
crushed and provide 
transport subsidy for 
sugar export to help the 
industry improve its li-
quidity to clear the dues.

Addressing the me-
dia here, Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley said 
that the policy’s objective 
is to deal with the excess 
sugar due to higher pro-
duction in the coming 
season.

“One of the points (of 
the policy) talks about 
providing assistance to 
sugar mills by defraying 
expenditure towards in-
ternal transport, freight 
handling and other 
charges to facilitate ex-
port during the sugar 

season (2018-19),” he 
said.

“Another one is to 
provide assistance to 
sugar mills at the rate of 
Rs 13.88 per quintal of 
cane crushed during the 
2018-19 season to offset 
the cost of cane itself.”

The total expenditure 
to clear cane dues and 
transport subsidy would 
be Rs 4,163 crore and Rs 
1,375 crore, respectively.

Assistance amount 
under both heads would 
be credited directly into 
the farmers’ accounts to 
ensure payment of sug-
arcane dues by the mills, 
and if there is any subse-
quent balance it would 
be credited into mills’ ac-
counts, as per a release.

Assistance would be 
provided to those mills 
which fulfil the eligibility 
conditions as decided by 
the government.

The transport subsidy 
will be Rs 1,000 per tonne 
of sugar for mills locat-
ed within 100 km from 
ports, Rs 2,500 per tonne 

Mumbai, Sep. 26 (IANS): 
Fears over a rise in US 
interest rates along with 
profit booking ahead of 
the September Futures 
and Options (F&O) expiry 
subdued the Indian equi-
ty markets on Wednesday.

According to market 
observers, high crude oil 
prices and caution over a 
likely default by some of 
the major players in the 
non-banking financial 
sector eroded investors’ 
risk-taking appetite.

On an intra-day ba-
sis, heavy selling pressure 
was witnessed in auto, IT 
and FMCG counters.

Index-wise, the Nif-
ty50 on the National 
Stock Exchange closed at 
11,053.80 points, lower 
13.65 points or 0.12 per 
cent from its previous 
close.

The BSE Sensex, 
which had opened at 

36,936.64 points, closed 
at 36,542.27 points, down 
109.79 points or 0.30 per 
cent from its previous 
close of 36,652.06 points.

It touched an intra-
day high of 36,938.74 
points and a low of 
36,357.93 points.

“Investors adopted a 
note of caution as they 
awaited cues from a US 
Federal Reserve meeting 
that ends later in the glo-
bal day. Additionally, con-
cerns about continuing 
trade tensions lingered, 
capping intermittent 
flickers of upside mo-
mentum,” said Abhijeet 
Dey, Senior Fund Man-
ager for Equities at BNP 
Paribas Mutual Fund. 

Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services said: “Wor-
ries over liquidity issues 
in NBFC space demoral-
ised investors in domes-

tic markets.”
“Market stays on 

a cautious sentiment 
ahead of Fed policy out-
come and higher oil price 
as major OPEC produc-
ers declined to increase 
the output. Volatility in 
global markets is likely 
to remain elevated in the 
short term given cancel-
lation of trade talks be-
tween US and China.”

Accordingly, a rate 
hike by the US Fed can 
potentially drive away 
foreign funds from 
emerging markets such 
as India.

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee closed 
at 72.61 per US dollar, 
weaker eight paise from 
its previous close of 72.69 
per greenback.

I n v e s t m e n t - w i s e , 
provisional data with the 
exchanges showed that 
foreign institutional in-

vestors sold stocks worth 
Rs 809.95 crore and do-
mestic institutional in-
vestors bought stocks 
worth Rs 1,555.44 crore.

The top Sensex gain-
ers were: Vedanta, up 4.70 
per cent at Rs 241.55; Yes 
Bank, up 1.73 per cent 
at Rs 223.65; Relaince, 
up 1.72 per cent at Rs 
1,251.75; Tata Steel, up 
1.52 per cent at Rs 609.05; 
and Larsen and Tubro, 
up 1.05 per cent at Rs 
1,332.70 per share. 

On the other hand, 
major Sensex losers 
were: Tata Motors(DVR), 
down 3.29 per cent at 
Rs 123.30; Tata Motors, 
down 3.15 per cent at Rs 
233.30; Wipro, down 2.91 
per cent at Rs 319.90; ITC, 
down 2.67 per cent at Rs 
293.00 and State Bank of 
India, down 2.31 per cent 
at Rs 264.00 per share.

New Delhi, Sep. 26 (PTI): 
The government Wednes-
day raised import duties 
on 19 items, including jet 
fuel and air condition-
ers, as it looks to check 
the widening current ac-
count deficit resulting 
from high crude oil prices 
and the rupee dipping to 
a historic low.

The enhanced duty 
rates, which will make 
these imported goods 
expensive, will come into 
effect from midnight of 
September 26-27, said a 
government statement. 

“The total value of 
imports of these items 
in the year 2017-18 was 
about Rs 86,000 crore,” 
the statement said.

“The central govern-
ment has taken tariff 
measures, by way of in-
crease in the basic cus-
toms duty, to curb im-
port of certain imported 
items. These changes aim 
at narrowing the current 
account deficit (CAD). 
In all the customs duty 
has been increased on 19 
items,” it said. 

The import duty on air 
conditioners, household 
refrigerators and wash-
ing machines (less than 
10 kg) doubled to 20 per 
cent. The basic customs 
duty on compressors, 
speakers and footwears 
raised to 10 per cent, 15 
per cent and 25 per cent 
respectively.

The duty on radial car 
tyres raised from 10 per 
cent to 15 per cent while 
for cut and polished dia-

monds, semi-processed 
diamonds, lab grown 
diamonds, coloured gem 
stones the import hiked 
from 5 per cent to 7.5 per 
cent.

The articles of jewel-
lery, goldsmith and silver 
wares will now attract a 
duty of 20 per cent, up 
from 15 per cent earlier.

Import of bath wares, 
packing material, table-
ware, kitchenware and 
office stationary items, 
decorative sheets, beads 
and bangles, trunk, suit-
cases, and travel bags will 
now attract basic cus-
toms duty of 15 per cent 
as against 10 per cent ear-
lier.

Besides, the govern-
ment has also announced 
an import duty of 5 per 
cent on aviation turbine 

AKS clothing debuts 
offline store in Nagaland
Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
Following the success of 
its online venture, the 
AKS Clothing has finally 
made its way into the 
offline world with the 
launch of two flagship 
stores at prime locations 
of Dimapur and Kohima 
City in Nagaland. 

An update from the 
brand issued on Sep. 26 
stated that the store in 
Dimapur is located at 
Jack N Jill mall near Hazi 
Park and at P R Hill in Ko-
hima. 

Spread across 300 
sq.ft. each, both the 
stores are said to offer a 
complete range of exotic 
ethnic and indo-western 
fashion outfits and acces-
sories of the brand. 

To offer its custom-
ers an ultimate shopping 
experience, the brand 
is said to have made its 
debut with realty stores 
that are complemented 
with elegant interiors 
with warm and courteous 
store staff. 

With their sole motto 
of reviving the charms of 
Indian ethnic styles and 
motifs in the daily lives 
of the people which were 
earlier restricted only to 
the festive celebrations or 
family get-togethers, the 
AKS outlets are said to be 
creating a unique fashion 
destination in the nice 
and serene landscapes of 
Nagaland.

Announcing the 
launch of two new stores, 
Nidhi Yadav, Founder 
and Creative Head of AKS 
Clothing through the re-
lease said, “the launch of 
our flagship stores in Di-
mapur and Kohima is a 
significant achievement 

for us and underlines 
the importance of these 
cities for the brand. The 
findings of our internal 
research based on the 
rising sales shares from 
the north-east region of 
the country depict that 
it is the emerging market 
for the fashion & lifestyle 
brands. People here have 
a great taste of style and 
fashion that not many 
brands have dared to tap, 
fortunately, AKS has been 
able to make a mark in 
the markets here with 
its online products and 
hopes these stores with 
further increase its mar-
ket penetration.” 

fuel (ATF). It was nil ear-
lier.

The announcement 
follows a decision taken 
by the government on 
September 14 that the 
centre would impose 
curbs on import of non-
essential items to contain 
the widening CAD and 
check the rupee fall. The 

CAD widened to 2.4 per 
cent of the GDP in the 
first quarter of 2018-19.

Niti Aayog Vice chair-
man Rajiv Kumar, “Some 
actions had to be taken. 
In 2013 if you remember, 
same sort of thing had 
been done. These are 
steps to assure industri-
alists and others that the 
government is ready to 
take steps to get the exter-
nal account into balance 
and control the CAD. But 
the key is to increase the 
exports.” 

“To address the is-
sue of expanding CAD, 
the government will take 
necessary steps to cut 
down non-essential im-
ports and increase ex-
ports. The commodities 
of which imports will be 
cut down will be decided 
after consultations with 
concerned ministries and 
will be WTO-compliant,” 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley had said after a 
meeting chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to review the economic 
situation.

for mills located beyond 
100 km from the ports in 
the coastal states and Rs 
3,000 per tonne for mills 
located in other than 
coastal states or actual 
expenditure, whichever 
is lower. 

The liquidity posi-
tion of sugar mills was 
adversely affected in 
sugar season 2017-18 
due to depressed market 
sentiments and crash in 
sugar prices, which led 
to accumulation of cane 
price dues of cane farm-

ers to an alarming level of 
about Rs 23,232 crore in 
May this year. 

In order to stabilise 
sugar prices at a reason-
able level and to improve 
the liquidity position of 
the mills to enable them 
to clear the arrears, over 
the last one year the 
Central government has 
already taken certain 
measures that include 
hike in import duty to 
100 per cent, zero export 
duty and creation of buff-
er stock.
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Aadhaar: SC Fills Gaps 
But Armor Still Flawed
M

any panicked when the deadline to link 
Aadhaar to their phone numbers and bank 
accounts was announced. It was a hard 
choice to ensure protecting one’s privacy: 

either follow the directive, or sacrifice phone services 
and bank facilities.

As if it were not enough, third party vendors like 
digital wallets and educational institutions started de-
manding the 12-digit unique identification number for 
authentication. The Supreme Court of India intervened 
after a slew of affidavits were filed challenging the legal-
ity of the Aadhaar Act, which allows private entities to 
demand the unique number. The central government 
was forced to extend the deadline. And now, the apex 
court has finally pronounced its verdict after a long 
wait. It has upheld the constitutional validity of the 
scheme, but with some changes. The final ruling said 
that the citizens of the country do not have to furnish 
their Aadhaar details before telecom service providers 
to avail services, such as obtaining a new SIM card.

Banks, digital wallets, schools, and educational in-
stitutions now cannot ask for Aadhaar cards for identi-
fication purposes. The court has also ordered telecom 
companies to erase Aadhaar details from its database. 

However, Aadhaar is still mandatory for allotment 
of Permanent Account Number; filing income tax re-
turns; and availing government schemes.

It was surprising that the government of India failed 
to understand what implications leakage of Aadhaar 
details could bring. Coincidentally, the Telecom Regu-
latory Authority of India’s Chairman RS Sharmas had, 
while trying to prove otherwise, exposed the possibil-
ity of compromising one’s privacy if the unique iden-
tification number was made public. He published his 
12-digit Aadhaar number on social media in July as a 
challenge to critics that it would do no harm. This trig-
gered White Hat hackers—ethical hackers—to reveal 
several of his personal details, including mobile num-
bers, date of birth, PAN number, home address, and 
voter ID. More details could have been exposed if not 
for legal issues. It compelled the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI) to issue a statement advis-
ing the people not to share their Aadhaar numbers on 
social media and internet. The fact is that even if the 
central data repository at the UIDAI were secure, the 
unique number might be misused through third-party 
vendors. And the country’s weak cyber security laws 
won’t help.

The Supreme Court’s ruling is a welcome move but 
harm may have been done already as millions of peo-
ple have already linked their Aadhaar to important 
documents before the final verdict was pronounced, 
and it will be difficult to delink them now. Even more, 
tax payers will be worried that they need to link their 
Aadhaar card when filing Income Tax Returns. There is 
still room for compromising one’s privacy through the 
unique number.

We can leave the results of our lives in 
God’s hands.

Sometimes trying to do the right thing can be exhaust-
ing. We may wonder, Do my well-intentioned words 
and actions make any difference at all? I wondered 

this recently when I sent a prayerfully thought-out email 
meant to encourage a friend, only to have it met with an 
angry response. My immediate reaction was a mixture of 
hurt and anger. How could I be so misunderstood?

Before I responded out of anger, I remembered that 
we won’t always see the results (or the results we de-
sire) when we tell someone about how Jesus loves them. 
When we do good things for others hoping to draw them 
to Him, they may spurn us. Our gentle efforts to prompt 
someone to right action may be ignored.

Galatians 6 is a good place to turn when we’re dis-
couraged by someone’s response to our sincere efforts. 
Here the apostle Paul encourages us to consider our mo-
tives—to “test our actions”—for what we say and do (vv. 
1–4). When we have done so, he encourages us to perse-
vere: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people” (vv. 9–10).

God wants us to continue living for Him, which in-
cludes praying for and telling others about Him—“doing 
good.” He will see to the results.  

Dear God, thank You for the encouragement we 
receive from Your Word. Help us to persevere in  

doing good.

Traditions Versus Modernity in Nagaland

T
he hallmark of our Naga so-
ciety is our immense pride in 
maintenance of the age old 
traditions and customs. Our 

customs define us and give us our 
identity. Without our identity, we are 
nothing but simple statistics. Our tra-
ditions give us perpetuity. But we need 
to be cautious lest our traditions and 
customs weigh us down and prevent 
us from adapting to modernity, which 
is the essence of natural evolution. As 
human beings gifted with intelligence, 
we need to merge our past with the fu-
ture and prepare ourselves to take on 
the new challenges of life, unforeseen 
by our ancestors.

To some, merger with modernity 
may appear to be in conflict with the 
traditional values systems. Arguments 
could be made that if we ignore our 
traditions, we lose our identity and 
become unknown unrecognized enti-
ties. But there is no such conflict. The 
traditions do blend into modernity, 
if we choose to do so. We may, with-
out ignoring our traditions, just follow 
them through to destinations ahead. 
Traditions give us our structures and 
strengths. They ground us to our roots 
which gives us our values and convic-
tions. But it is the adaptability to the 
modernity, which gives us our surviv-
ability and progress. If we shy away 
from it, we risk extinction at the hands 
of the fiercely forces of evolution. We 

all know what happened to the mighty 
dinosaurs who could not adapt to the 
changes. It is for us, therefore, in the 
Naga society, to do the fusion act be-
tween traditions and the modernity. 
We have to embrace modernity while 
maintaining our traditional values.

What is this modernity which we 
Nagas must adapt to? More than em-
bracing the fashion of attire and cell 
phones, we need to adapt to modern 
thinking. We need to match our day to 
day conduct with our present and fu-
ture needs – to grow into a robust and 
progressive society. 

We need to bring into our conscious 
the benefits of thinking futuristic and 
thinking for the long term. Naga youth 
are generally not inclined to planning 
for the long term. It is a thought process 
arising from the past where the warrior 
Naga would only plan to live for the 
day, in the most valiant way possible, 
due to numerous threats to his life such 
as the clashes between tribes and the 
practice of head hunting. However, in 
spite of those threats having vanished, 
short term vision still persists in the 
Naga society of today. Dismal enrol-
ment for the higher education and low 
savings by the households are a result 
of those traditions. Low savings finally 
manifest in the form of native Nagas 
owning very few shops or businesses 
since they require sizeable invest-
ments. Short term thinking also induc-

es many from the younger generation 
into taking shortcuts by joining various 
semi political or social student groups 
for getting a share of illegal extortions 
and collections, rather than planning 
and working on long arduous but re-
warding professional career paths.

It is a common sight in Nagaland to 
see women moving on the roads with a 
baby tied to their bosoms, also carrying 
loads of firewood on their backs, while 
their men moving along, only carry-
ing a ‘dah’ (mallet). This practice origi-
nates from the traditions of olden days 
where the men folk needed to remain 
light while moving to be able to react 
faster to meet any sudden threats. But 
in spite of no such threat existing today, 
the practice continues. Similarly, only 
women managing the household, is 
borne out from the need that men had 
to be free and remain on the fringes of 
the villages to look out for the enemies. 
Does this require to continue anymore? 
Men are required to participate in the 
affairs of the household not only to 
lend a helping hand but also to afford 
an opportunity to the women to take 
up jobs so that more prosperity can be 
brought in the family and to meet the 
modern needs of providing guidance 
to the children in their education.

We also need to adopt modern 
practices in our education system, so-
cial order, legal systems, employment, 
entrepreneurship and most impor-

tantly, political system. The true demo-
cratic empowerment of the last person 
in the social chain will only come from 
the practice of grass root level politics 
where in the voter exercises his or her 
franchise not based on traditional dik-
tat of the clan or tribe but on the wor-
thiness of the candidates and as per the 
voter’s actual needs. The modern social 
order of respecting other tribes is an-
other need of the modern day. It is time 
that we start seeing the people of other 
tribes as equal human beings, leading 
to zero tribal clashes Adoption of mod-
ern legal systems is required to resolve 
interpersonal or intertribal issues and 
to avert any flashpoints. Similarly, giv-
ing equal legal and political rights to 
women is needed to ensure that 50% of 
the population is not left deprived. We 
need to rest assured that giving rights 
to women does not take away the rights 
of the men. It rather makes the society 
more robust, stable and progressive.

While maintaining the traditions 
of our society and following the foot 
prints of our ancestors, parents, teach-
ers, scriptures, religious command-
ments, social obligations, we also need 
to bring in modernity in our lives and 
be guided by our duties, morals and 
values, in order to progress in tune with 
the rest of the modern world.

Renbemo L Patton
Saron colony, Wokha

Taponeel Mukherjee  |  IANS

Infrastructure and Economic Growth: 
Of Multiplier and Network Effects 

T
he need for infrastructure creation in India 
is now being widely debated and analysed. It 
would be prudent to try and better understand 
how infrastructure creation contributes to the 

economic well-being of a nation. Some of the funda-
mental questions that come to mind are: How much 
does infrastructure creation matter for an economy? 
What “multiplier effect” does infrastructure have?

Given the massive scale of infrastructure projects 
and, consequently, the public and private investment 
in such projects, it is worthwhile reiterating the eco-
nomic, financial and social benefits of infrastructure 
creation. A better idea about the benefits that accrue 
from assets helps in making optimal decisions.

The link between infrastructure and economic 
growth has long been recognised. In a recent paper, 
titled “Growth and Infrastructure Investment in In-
dia: Achievements, Challenges and Opportunities”, 
Aswini Kumar Mishra, Kunapareddy Narendra, and 
Bibhu Prasad Kar have yet again established that 
a solid link between infrastructure and economic 
growth exists.

They find that not only do infrastructure invest-
ments have a “huge impact on national and local de-
velopment, but also exhibits a very high rate of return, 
even compared to other investments, perhaps due to 
its spill-over or externality effects”. Two key takeaways 
from the paper are the “statistically significant” posi-
tive impact on growth that infrastructure investments 
have and the positive correlation among the various 
infrastructure sectors.

The second point implies that, for example, better 
transportation infrastructure helps the economy not 

just by contributing to growth directly, but also through 
assisting storage infrastructure in delivering better re-
turns and eliminating wastage of goods. Warehousing 
infrastructure can add more value in an environment 
where the transportation linkages to the warehouses 
improve, and vice versa.

The ability to create great economic value from 
land at a significant distance from the centre of con-
sumption depends on not just creating warehouse or 
light manufacturing infrastructure or growing crops 
on the land, but also on the ability to create facilities 
to transport goods so produced in the area to the con-
sumption point. This ability to generate value through 
the “network effect” of infrastructure to create positive 
linkages between various assets is a crucial component 
to maximise the economic, financial and social value 
creation.

In the paper “IFC Economics Notes 1, The Impact 
of Infrastructure on Growth in Developing Countries”, 
Antonio Estache and Gregoire Garsous have some ad-
ditional interesting takeaways. They maintain that the 
poorer a country, the more infrastructure matters to 
economic growth; but not surprisingly, they also con-
clude that the weaker the institutions (legal and ad-
ministrative frameworks) in a country, the lower the 
growth payoff from infrastructure investments.

For an economy such as India, in which there is 
socio-economic movement as a significant part of the 
population continues to rise out of poverty to form 
the new middle class, the study points out the ability 
of investments to create infrastructure that the new 
middle-class entrants can utilise to improve their lives. 
Credible institutions, credible policies and an effective 
conflict-resolution mechanism matter more than ever 
in this context. 

For the country to truly create the infrastructure 
that contributes to economic growth, strong institu-
tions will be essential. In essence, “hard” infrastructure 
such as airports, seaports, railroads, telecom towers, 
power transmission networks and renewable energy 
can be created at a rapid pace with the optimal eco-
nomic dynamics only when the so-called “soft” infra-
structure of a robust regulatory regime is in place and 
fully functional.

While the direct impact of high-quality infrastruc-
ture is one that gets attention, the indirect advantages 
and “network effects” of infrastructure assets do not get 
as much attention, perhaps because they are harder to 
quantify. That said, finding the “correct” pace of in-
frastructure creation while working under the various 
constraints of regulations, financing and availability of 
skills is crucial.

While it is true that rapid infrastructure asset crea-
tion is needed, it is equally true that the necessary fi-
nancing facilities must match the pace of such asset 
creation. It is essential that new assets are created with 
robust financing structures that can sustain over long 
periods of time. The recent issues in the infrastructure 
sector suggest that though avoiding low-quality as-
sets is important, but it is equally important to avoid 
good assets funded using poor “capital structures”. In-
frastructure assets do add significant economic value 
if countries can find the right balance between infra-
structure creation and ensuring sustainability of fi-
nancing.

Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development Tracks, 
an infrastructure advisory firm. Views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at taponeel.
mukherjee@development-tracks.com or @Taponeel 

on Twitter

The Wire Staff

What Happens to Firms Like Jio, Paytm as SC Strikes Down Section 57 of Aadhaar Act?
Section 57 gave birth to e-KYC, which allowed companies like Reliance Jio to rapidly acquire 

new users. Will bringing in a new law allow pvt entities to regain access to Aadhaar?

F
inance minister Arun Jaitley on 
Wednesday indicated that the 
Centre would examine whether 
separate legal backing is needed 

for Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act,  a provi-
sion allows private entities to access to the 
core Aadhaar database.

The Supreme Court on Wednesday 
struck down Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act, 
which deals with private entities, and read 
down a few others, stating that they were 
unconstitutional.

“If it is backed by law, it is not uncon-
stitutional,” Jaitley said when asked about 
Supreme Court striking down Section 57, 
which allows ‘any body corporate or per-
son’ or ‘private entity’ to demand Aadhaar.

He added that the Centre would see if 
the court’s decision arose from a “proce-
dural concern”.

“So let us first read the judgement. 
There are 2-3 prohibited areas. Are they 
because they are totally prohibited or are 
they because they need legal backing. So 
my answer in general, the generic answer 
will depend on what is the rationale… for 
instance on these private entities, it needs 
to be backed by law. That’s my under-
standing. I still have a detailed reading of 
the judgement to do,” Jaitley said.

“Therefore, the prohibited areas do not 
assume are perpetually prohibited, they 
could be procedurally prohibited or they 
could be prohibited as such,” he added.

This appears to be the current legal un-
derstanding amongst the government.

In remarks made to NDTV, advocate 
Rakesh Dwivedi who appeared for the 
UIDAI, said that private sector entities 
could regain access to the Aadhaar data-
base if an appropriate law was brought in.

Will linkages and data be deleted?
It is unclear at this point how the Modi 
government, the finance ministry and the 
department of telecommunications (DoT) 
will deal with Aadhaar-linkages that have 
been carried out already and how compa-
nies should handle or dispose of the ac-
companying data.

Rethink Aadhaar, a non-partisan 
campaign that has raised issues over the 
unique identification project, demanded 
in a statement that all Aadhaar data be 
removed from databases where it is no 
longer legal to hold them.

“We expect the Union Government 
to immediately order the removal of Aad-
haar data from the databases where it is 
no longer legal to hold them including tel-
ecom operators and banking databases,” it 
statement noted.

While the Supreme Court held that 
the underlying orders for linking bank ac-
counts and mobile SIM cards to Aadhaar 
were “unconstitutional” — in specific, 
the changes to the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act and the DoT notification 
— most industry observers expect the gov-
ernment departments to issue regulations 
soon on the same.
Section 57 and the e-KYC model
Why does this matter though? Although 
there a few differing legal opinions at the 
moment, Section 57 is what largely gave 
birth to “e-KYC”, an Aadhaar-based know 
your customer (KYC) service.

It is e-KYC that allowed technology 
companies such as Reliance Jio or Paytm 
to shun old and time-consuming methods 
of verifying a customer’s details. In doing 
so, they were able to rapidly scale and ac-
quire new users.

As Finahub Technolgy Solutions co-

founder Ajith George noted in a 2016 
analysis titled “How Aadhaar Esign and 
Ekyc made Reliance Jio the fastest growing 
company”, the company’s rapid growth 
was almost solely made possible by e-KYC 
as it allowed people to walk out of a store 
with a working connection — all at a much 
lower compliance cost when compared to 
paper-based KYC methods.
Business Standard (Mayank Jain) reports:
The Supreme Court’s judgement implies 
that lending companies, mobile wallets 
and other private companies making use 
of Aadhaar e-KYC to onboard customers 
can’t access authentication facilities any-
more.

Experts said that this will be a big blow 
to the ecosystem as e-KYC cuts down costs 
as well as the time required to bring new 
customers onboard.

“Though the verdict is not affecting 
us, we believe that this will be a regressive 
move for fintech companies as they will 
eventually move to the traditional mode 
of verifying individuals and thereby the 
turnaround time for processing the loan 
will increase to a considerable extent,” 
said Bhavin Patel, co-founder and CEO of 
LenDenClub, a peer-to-peer lender.

In the same vein, Omidyar Network, 
which backs India Stack and funds start-
ups and research on Aadhaar, said that 
private sector companies will now look up 
to the Parliament to pass a legislation that 
clarifies the restrictions and possibilities of 
using Aadhaar.

“The direction by the court on private 
sector use cases will now require Parlia-
ment to pass laws that allow for specific 
uses. Such parliamentary oversight on 
private sector uses is warranted and de-
sirable,” said C V Madhukar, global dig-

ital identity initiative lead at Omidyar Net-
work.

Madhukar said that the judgement is 
welcome as it reinforces the faith in Aad-
haar while taking care of exclusion cases. 
But, he said that the private companies 
will need to evolve their business models 
as the verdict raises questions on the use 
of e-KYC.

“The judgment raises an immediate 
question on the continued use of e-KYC 
for financial inclusion. As shown in the 
State of Aadhaar report, Aadhaar-based 
e-KYC has led to greater inclusion for un-
derserved segments, including opening of 
millions of bank accounts,” he added.
Will a new law be enough?
Meanwhile, legal experts claimed that in-
troducing a law to bypass the SC directive 
might not be possible given the court’s 
stern stance.

“As per the judgment, Section 57 fails 
the proportionality doctrine making the 
invasion of a citizen’s privacy by the pri-
vate players excessive. Hence, it will be 
difficult to bring it back through another 
legislation,” said Prasanth Sugathan, legal 
director, Software Freedom Law Centre, 
India.

In its judgement, the court even said 
that it will look into the legislation for al-
lowing the private sector to use Aadhaar, if 
it ever comes.

“It [Aadhaar] can be used for estab-
lishing the identity of an individual ‘for 
any purpose’. We read down this provision 
[Section 57] to mean that such a purpose 
has to be backed by law. Further, whenever 
any such ‘law’ is made, it would be subject 
to judicial scrutiny,” Justice Sikri wrote in 
his judgement.

By arrangement with Business Standard
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DAILY
PATH

When We’re Weary

BIBLE READ:  GALATIANS 6:1–10   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Let us not become weary in doing good. 
~  Galatians 6:9
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): If you’re single, Ar-
ies, today you could fall in love at first sight. A 
friend could introduce you to someone new 
and exciting who shares your interests and 

with whom you’ll talk for hours. This could make you 
feel happy. You’ll certainly enjoy your day. If you want 
to stay in touch, don’t be afraid to exchange contact in-
formation. Otherwise, you might lose track of your new 
friend.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Have you been 
considering working at home, Taurus? If so, 
today you might decide to do just that. An 
opportunity could pave the way for new jobs 

you could do at home, in your own space, among your 
own belongings. This could add to your sense of securi-
ty. The only downside could be if you don’t make the ef-
fort, you might never leave the house. Join a health club!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A visit to a sibling 
or neighbor could see you make a new friend 
today, Gemini, probably someone who works 
in a creative profession. If you’re currently ro-

mantically involved, this person could become your 
best friend. If you’re unattached, sparks could fly be-
tween you and him or her. You could talk for hours and 
part unwillingly. Exchange contact information. You’ll 
be glad you did!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Changes taking 
place at home could lead to more income, 
Cancer. Perhaps a new housemate moves 
in, reducing your housing costs. Or you 

might even consider moving to a new place, perhaps 
one that’s closer to where family members live or work. 
Whatever it is, it may not seem like much, but it should 
make a difference in your financial situation in the long 
run. Go for it!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A walk through your 
neighborhood, perhaps with friends, could 
put you in the middle of an unexpected, 
interesting event, Leo. It may be a public 

gathering, like a fair, or an impromptu get-together, 
like a rally. Whatever it is, you and your friends could 
be transfixed by it. Make mental notes and then write 
down your impressions later.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Some books 
you’ve been reading lately might excite 
your desire to study astrology, numerology, 
alchemy, or some other occult science, Vir-

go. This may not be something that you’d normally 
consider, but don’t let that hold you back. Your val-
ues have been shaken up lately anyway, so make the 
most of the impulse now. It could transform you in a 
subtle way. Go for it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Boredom might 
stimulate your rebellious streak today, Libra. 
You could decide to forego your usual tasks 
and do something unusual or unexpected, 

such as skydiving or horseback riding. Don’t feel guilty 
if you decide to do this. We all need to throw caution to 
the wind and go for some excitement occasionally. Fol-
low your instincts and have fun!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A class or lec-
ture of some kind could bring you exciting 
new information today, Scorpio. This could 
keep your mind buzzing for hours, particu-

larly since you may also meet some interesting people 
with whom you can discuss this subject for hours. 
Make the effort to take a walk and clear your head at 
some point during the day or else you might be too 
mentally charged up to sleep.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A journey 
may be in the works right now, Sagittarius. 
Many changes have been occurring in your 
life for a long time, and they continue today. 

They might involve group events or educational ac-
tivities. This may be something you’ve anticipated for 
a long time. Your energy, enthusiasm, and excitement 
are high. You may be too restless to sit still. Try to get 
some exercise at some point.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A change 
in career could be in the works for you, Cap-
ricorn. It might be within the scope of your 
current job or an entirely new one. It’s defi-

nitely a change for the better. Don’t let insecurity or an 
attachment to your current circumstances hold you 
back. Whatever opportunities appear at this time may 
not come around again for a long while. Think about it 
carefully and then follow your heart.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): An unex-
pected opportunity to go on a long jour-
ney, perhaps business-related, could 
come to you soon, Aquarius. A partner 

might be involved. Your enthusiasm may be almost 
boundless, but remember that your physical energy 
isn’t. If you choose to travel right now, make sure 
you coddle yourself a little to avoid exhaustion. 
Otherwise, have fun!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Too much hard 
work and stress could be taking a physical 
toll on you today, Pisces. But it isn’t likely to 
stop you from working intently and energeti-

cally on a project that fascinates you. This enterprise 
could be personal or job related, but whatever it is, the 
turn it takes is apt to surprise you. It might not be any-
thing like what you’d planned! Go to it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Julian Baggini | Aeon

Hume the Humane
Hume believed we were nothing more or less 

than human: that’s why he’s the amiable, 
modest, generous philosopher we need now

S
ocrates died by drinking hemlock, 
condemned to death by the people of 
Athens. Albert Camus met his end in a 
car that wrapped itself around a tree at 

high speed. Nietzsche collapsed into insanity 
after weeping over a beaten horse. Posterity 
loves a tragic end, which is one reason why 
the cult of David Hume, arguably the great-
est philosopher the West has ever produced, 
never took off.

While Hume was lying aged 65 on his 
deathbed at the end of a happy, successful 
and (for the times) long life, he told his doc-
tor: ‘I am dying as fast as my enemies, if I have 
any, could wish, and as easily and cheerfully 
as my best friends could desire.’ Three days 
before he died, on 25 August 1776, prob-
ably of abdominal cancer, his doctor could 
still report that he was ‘quite free from anxi-
ety, impatience, or low spirits, and passes his 
time very well with the assistance of amusing 
books’.

When the end came, Dr Black reported 
that Hume ‘continued to the last perfectly 
sensible, and free from much pain or feelings 
of distress. He never dropped the smallest 
expression of impatience; but when he had 
occasion to speak to the people about him, 
always did it with affection and tenderness … 
He died in such a happy composure of mind, 
that nothing could exceed it.’

In his own lifetime Hume’s reputation 
was mainly as a historian. His career as a 
philosopher started rather inauspiciously. 
His first precocious attempt at setting out his 
comprehensive new system of philosophy, 
A Treatise of Human Nature (1739-40), pub-
lished when he was 26, ‘fell dead-born from 
the press, without reaching such distinction 
as even to excite a murmur among the zeal-
ots’, as he later recalled, with self-deprecating 
exaggeration.

Over time, however, his standing has 
grown to the highest level. A few years ago, 
thousands of academic philosophers were 
asked which non-living philosopher they 
most identified with. Hume came a clear 
first, ahead of Aristotle, Kant and Wittgen-
stein. Scientists, who often have little time 
for philosophy, often make an exception for 
Hume. Even the biologist Lewis Wolpert, who 
says philosophers are ‘very clever but have 
nothing useful to say whatsoever’ makes an 
exception for Hume, admitting that at one 
stage he ‘fell in love’ with him.

Yet the great Scot remains something of a 
philosopher’s philosopher. There have been 
no successful popular books on him, as there 
have been for the likes of Montaigne, Ni-
etzsche, Socrates, Wittgenstein and the Sto-
ics. Their quotes, not his, adorn mugs and tea 
towels, their faces gaze down from posters. 
Hume hasn’t ‘crossed over’ from academic 
preeminence to public acclaim.

The reasons why this is so are precisely 
the reasons why it ought not to be. Hume’s 
strengths as a person and a thinker mean 
that he does not have the kind of ‘brand’ that 
sells intellectuals. In short, he is not a tragic, 
romantic figure; his ideas do not distil into an 
easy-to-summarise ‘philosophy of life’; and 
his distaste for fanaticism of any kind made 
him too sensible and moderate to inspire 
zealotry in his admirers.

Hume had at least two opportunities to 
become a tragic hero and avoid the cheer-
ful end he eventually met. When he was 19, 
he succumbed to what was known as ‘the 
disease of the learned’, a melancholy that we 
would today call depression. However, after 
around nine months, he realised that this was 
not the inevitable fate of the wise but the re-
sult of devoting too much time to his studies. 
Hume realised that to remain in good health 
and spirits, it was necessary not only to study, 
but to exercise and to seek the company of 
friends. As soon as he started to do this he re-
gained his cheer and kept it pretty much for 
the rest of his life.

This taught him an important lesson 
about the nature of the good life. As he later 
wrote in An Enquiry Concerning Human Un-
derstanding (1748): ‘The mind requires some 

relaxation, and cannot always support its 
bent to care and industry.’ Philosophy mat-
ters, but it is not all that matters, and although 
it is a good thing, one can have too much of it. 
‘Abstruse thought and profound researches I 
prohibit,’ says Hume, ‘and will severely pun-
ish, by the pensive melancholy which they in-
troduce, by the endless uncertainty in which 
they involve you.’ The life ‘most suitable to the 
human race’ is a ‘mixed kind’ in which play, 
pleasure and diversion matter as well as what 
are thought of as the ‘higher’ pursuits. ‘Be a 
philosopher,’ advised Hume, ‘but, amidst all 
your philosophy, be still a man.’

Hume did what any sensible person would 
do: he went along with the request without 

any intention of keeping his promise
In 1770, Hume was also presented with 

an opportunity for martyrdom, in somewhat 
bathetic circumstances. The Nor’ Loch in Ed-
inburgh, where Princes Street Gardens now 
stands, was being drained as part of the ex-
pansion of the city. Walking across it one day, 
Hume fell into the bog that still remained. 
He cried for help but unfortunately for him, 
the women who heard him recognised him 
as ‘the great infidel’ and were not inclined to 
save him. Hume reasonably pointed out that 
all Christians should help anyone irrespective 
of their beliefs, but their understanding of the 
parable of the Good Samaritan was not as up 
to scratch as his and they refused to save him 
unless he became a Christian there and then, 
reciting the Lord’s Prayer and the creed.

A Socrates would perhaps have refused 
and died in the name of truth. Hume, how-
ever, was not going to allow the stupidity of 
others to cut his own life short, so he did what 
any sensible person should do: he went along 
with their request without any intention of 
keeping his promise.

In this he was following the example of 
the only other philosopher to rival Hume 
for all-time greatness: Aristotle. Here is an-
other thinker whose stock among cognos-
centi couldn’t be higher, but who has failed 
to capture the public’s imagination (although 
Edith Hall’s recent book Aristotle’s Way (2018) 
is trying to change that). Not coincidentally, 
I think, Aristotle also refused to play the 
martyr. Like Socrates, he was condemned to 
death for impiety. Also like Socrates, he had 
the opportunity to flee the city to safety. Un-
like Socrates, that is exactly what he did. So 
while everyone knows how Socrates died, few 
know that Aristotle, like Hume, died in his 
60s, probably also of stomach cancer.

It is somewhat perverse that the attrac-
tiveness of a philosophy seems to be directly 
correlated with how miserable its author’s life 
was. However, that is not the only reason why 
there are few self-ascribed Humeans outside 
academe. Hume’s philosophy does not add 
up to an easily digestible system, a set of rules 
for living. Indeed, Hume is best known for 
three negative theses.

First, our belief in the power of cause 
and effect, on which all our reasoning about 
matters of fact rests, is not justified by ei-
ther observation or by logical deduction. We 
only ever see one thing following another: 
we never observe any power that makes one 
thing necessitate an effect. Even if we could 
be satisfied that we had established x caused 
y, logic can’t establish any general principle of 
causation, since all the regularities we have 
observed in nature were in the past, but the 
principle of cause and effect is assumed to 
apply in the present and future. Logically, you 
can never arrive at a truth about the future 
based entirely on premises that concern the 
past: what has been is not the same as what 
will be.

Hume did not deny cause and effect were 
real. We could not reason about any matter of 
empirical fact without assuming their reality, 
as his own writings frequently do. However, 
he was clear that this linchpin of sensible 
thinking is not itself established by reason 
or experience. This is philosophically strong 
stuff but hardly the source of inspirational In-
stagram quotes.

Hume is also well known for his argu-
ments against various aspects of religion, al-
though he never came out as a fully fledged 

atheist. Most famously, he argued that it 
would never be rational to accept the claim 
of a miracle, since the evidence that one had 
occurred would always be weaker than the 
evidence that such things never happen. It 
would always be more likely that the witness 
to a miracle was mistaken or lying than that 
the miracle actually took place. But again, 
skepticism about the claims of traditional re-
ligion does not amount to a substantive, posi-
tive philosophy.

Hume’s third notable negative claim does 
have the benefit of a stirring slogan, albeit 
one that is somewhat opaque: ‘Reason is, and 
ought only to be, the slave of the passions.’ 
Reason by itself gives us no motivation to 
act, and certainly no principles on which to 
base our morality. If we are good it is because 
we have a basic fellow-feeling that makes us 
respond with sympathy to the suffering of 
others and with pleasure at the thought of 
them thriving. The person who does not see 
why she should be good is not irrational but 
heartless.

As these three core claims illustrate, Hu-
me’s philosophy is essentially skeptical, and 
skepticism seems to take away more than it 
offers. However, understood correctly, Hu-
mean skepticism can and should be the basis 
for a complete approach to life. It is built on 
the skeptical foundations of a brutally honest 
assessment of human nature, which could be 
seen as the essence of Hume’s project. It is not 
accidental that his first attempt to set out his 
philosophy was called A Treatise of Human 
Nature. Humanity was his primary subject.

Hume saw human beings as we really are, 
stripped of all pretension. We are not immor-
tal souls temporarily encaged in flesh, nor the 
pure immaterial minds Descartes believed he 
had proved we were. Humans are animals – 
remarkable, highly intelligent ones – but ani-
mals nonetheless. Hume did not just bring 
human beings down to Earth, he robbed us of 
any enduring essence. Arguing against Des-
cartes’s claim that we are aware of ourselves 
as pure, undivided egos, Hume challenged 
that when he introspected, he found no such 
thing. What we call the ‘self’ is just a ‘bundle 
of perceptions’. Look inside yourself, try to 
find the ‘I’ that thinks and you’ll only observe 
this thought, that sensation: an ear worm, an 
itch, a thought that pops into your head.

Hume was echoing a view that was first 
articulated by the early Buddhists, whose 
‘no-self’ (anattā) view is remarkably similar. 
He also anticipated the findings of contem-
porary neuroscience which has found that 
there is no central controller in the brain, 
no one place where the sense of self resides. 
Rather the brain is constantly executing any 
number of parallel processes. What happens 
to be most central to consciousness depends 
on the situation.

As for our intellect, Hume demonstrated 
how extraordinary it could be by rigorously 
showing how imperfect it really is. Pure rea-
son, of the kind celebrated by Descartes, was 
largely impotent. Its demonstrations are re-
stricted to proofs concerning ‘the relation of 
ideas’, the ways in which concepts are logi-
cally related to each other. So you can prove 
2 + 2 = 4 but that tells you nothing about what 
happens when you put four things together 
in nature, where they could obliterate each 
other, multiply or merge into one. You can 
show that a female Pope is a logical contradic-
tion, but it doesn’t rule out the possibility that 
a woman could lead the Catholic Church: evi-
dence rather than logic tells us that the story 
of Pope Joan is almost certainly false.

Hume never explicitly articulated what 
the good life was, but he did even better: he 

showed us by his own example
Most of our ‘reasoning’ is little more than 

an almost-instinctive ‘association of ideas’. 
Learning from experience is ‘a species of 
Analogy’ in which we expect similar things to 
have similar effects. That’s why Hume had no 
problem attributing reason to animals. They 
too evidently ‘learn many things from experi-
ence, and infer, that the same events will al-
ways follow from the same causes’. We do not 
of course think that this learning involves ‘any 
process of argument or reasoning’. But then, 
neither does most of the learning of human 
beings – even philosophers. We are guided 
primarily by ‘custom and habit’.

Humean humans are therefore creatures 
of flesh and blood, of intellect and instinct, of 
reason and passion. The good life is therefore 
one which does justice to each of these char-
acteristics. Hume never explicitly articulated 
what such a life would consist of, but he argu-
ably did even better: he showed it by his own 

example. He studied and wrote, but he also 
played billiards and cooked a sheep’s head 
broth that had guests talking days later.

Everyone who knew Hume, with the ex-
ception of the paranoid and narcissistic Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, spoke highly of him. When 
he spent three years in Paris in later life he was 
know as ‘le bon David’, his company sought 
out by all the salonistes. Baron d’Holbach 
described him as ‘a great man, whose friend-
ship, at least, I know to value as it deserves’. 
Adam Smith, writing to pass on the news of 
Hume’s death to his publisher, William Stra-
chan, said, ‘I have always considered him, 
both in his lifetime and since his death, as ap-
proaching as nearly to the idea of a perfectly 
wise and virtuous man, as perhaps the nature 
of human frailty will permit.’

If he lived such an exemplary life, why is it 
not more widely lauded as such? One reason 
is that Hume’s moral philosophy, and with 
it his conception of good, is not one which 
is superficially appealing. Other moral phi-
losophies have stirring slogans expressing 
easy-to-grasp principles. ‘Act only according 
to that maxim whereby you can, at the same 
time, will that it should become a universal 
law,’ wrote Kant. Utilitarians have Bentham’s 
line: ‘Create all the happiness you are able to 
create: remove all the misery you are able to 
remove.’ ‘Love thy neighbour as thyself,’ said 
Jesus. Hume advocated no simple principle 
of morality at all, and it isn’t even clear what 
it means for him to be good.

For Hume, morality is rooted in nothing 
more than ‘sympathy’: a kind of fellow-feeling 
for others which is close to what we now call 
empathy. Moral principles cannot be derived 
by logical deductions, nor are they eternal, 
immortal principles that somehow inhere in 
the Universe. We behave well to others for no 
other reason than that we see in them the ca-
pacity to suffer or to thrive, and we respond 
accordingly. Someone who does not feel such 
sympathy is emotionally, not rationally, defi-
cient.

Few have been satisfied with this account 
of morality. It looks to many like nothing 
more than the principle that you should be 
kind if you feel like it and if you don’t, there’s 
nothing more to be said. However, I think 
Hume was fundamentally correct and that far 
from making us pessimistic about the possi-
bility of human goodness, it should make us 
more optimistic. If morality is rooted in pure 
reason, what hope can we have that we will 
understand and agree on what we ought to 
do, given that not even the finest minds in 
history have been able to demonstrate what 
reason demands of us and why? And if mo-
rality is rooted in some kind of extra-human 
transcendental reality, we are condemned to 
moral disagreement. But if morality is rooted 
in nothing more than the capacity to recog-
nise the interests of another, it is something 
we can all respond to.

The virtues Hume expressed were not 
extreme ones, but quiet ones of amiability, 

modesty, generosity of spirit and hospitality
Hume was a great believer in paying at-

tention to evidence and I think experience 
supports his model of morality better than 
the main competitors. The best human be-
ings have not been driven by ideology, moral 
philosophy, and certainly not logic. They 
have always been people who have put the 
response to human need above creed or doc-
trine. Indeed, the worst crimes have been 
committed by people convinced of a justi-
fying moral principle. The physicist Steven 
Weinberg was wrong to say that ‘for good 
people to do evil things, that takes religion’: 
any rigidly held ideology will do.

But I suspect the main reason why Hume 
is not upheld as a paragon of virtue is because 
it did not conform to the heroic models of 
most civilisations. ‘Great men’ (since women 
have lamentably rarely been granted great-
ness) have either been powerful leaders or 
self-sacrificial saints. To be exceptional is to 
be more god-like than most, whether that is 
a powerful deity of myth or the God who died 
on the cross of Christianity. Hume’s kind of 
exceptionality is the opposite: he was more 
fully human than most, nothing more, noth-
ing less. The virtues he expressed were not 
extreme ones of daring or courage but quiet 
ones of amiability, modesty, generosity of 
spirit, hospitality. Lest this sound like little, 
consider how difficult it is to live our lives 
consistently expressing such virtues.

Celebrating such a life is difficult because 
it undeniably depends upon privilege. So 
many struggle even to stay alive, so many 
live in war zones, that no wonder we prefer 

to praise those whose self-sacrificial acts help 
others. But the Humean good life, like that 
of Aristotle, points to what all that altruism 
is supposed to lead to. We want to eliminate 
poverty, disease and war so that people can 
get on and live flourishing, productive lives, 
like that of David Hume. In a better world, we 
would have no need of heroes.

Skepticism is central to this Humean 
good life. Not the ‘excessive’ Pyrrhonic skepti-
cism that suspends judgment on everything, 
but a ‘mitigated’ skepticism that corrects our 
natural dogmatism. Hume was anticipating 
the findings of contemporary psychology 
when he observed, ‘The greater part of man-
kind are naturally apt to be affirmative and 
dogmatical in their opinions; and while they 
see objects only on one side, and have no idea 
of any counter-poising argument, they throw 
themselves precipitately into the principles, 
to which they are inclined; nor have they any 
indulgence for those who entertain opposite 
sentiments.’ Here we find confirmation bias 
and motivated thinking avant la lettre.

This fundamental moderation is, I think, 
another reason why Hume has never become 
a popular philosopher. He is just too damned 
sensible. Reasonableness and balance are 
seen as boring, signs of lack of spark or origi-
nality. Hume was always suspicious of what 
he called ‘enthusiasts’ and it is perhaps tell-
ing that the meaning of this word now has an 
unambiguously positive meaning. We would 
do well to remember that the word derives 
from the Greek entheos: having a god (theos) 
within. To be an enthusiast in Hume’s sense is 
to forget one is human and act as though one 
were a god, sufficient in reason and knowl-
edge to be entirely confident about what one 
believes.

Hume knew that this error was all the 
more likely when we believed we knew God 
and his intentions. In his essay ‘Of Supersti-
tion and Enthusiasm’ (1741) he described 
how ‘the mind of man’ is ‘subject to an un-
accountable elevation and presumption’. In 
this state of mind, humanity gets above itself, 
thinking it has within it the divine. This gives 
rise to a form of ‘false religion’ in which ‘no 
sublunary beauties or enjoyments can cor-
respond’ and ‘every thing mortal and perish-
able vanishes as unworthy of attention’. The 
best prophylactic against this is to fully em-
brace our humanity and, with that, humility, 
accepting our limitations. Secular enthusiasts 
who elevate human rationality and nobility 
too highly make the very same mistake, cre-
ating a kind of godless religion of humankind 
which is just as pernicious.

If ever there were a time in recent history 
to turn to Hume, now is surely it. The enthusi-
asts are on the rise, in the form of strongman 
political populists who assert the will of the 
people as though it were absolute and ab-
solutely infallible. In more settled times, we 
could perhaps use a Nietzsche to shake us out 
of our bourgeois complacency, or entertain 
Platonic dreams of perfect, immortals forms. 
Now such philosophical excesses are harm-
ful indulgences. Good, uncommon sense is 
needed more than ever.

We also desperately need the right kind 
of skepticism to replace the weary, global 
shrug that allows people to dismiss climate 
change as a hoax or the judgments of experts 
as conspiracies. Humean skepticism is an an-
tidote to hubris, not a recipe for inaction or 
an excuse to defer to prejudice. Hume’s miti-
gated skepticism rests on the principle that 
we should proportion our beliefs to the evi-
dence, not doubt the value of any of it. Hume 
would not be a climate change skeptic but 
skeptical of our glib assumption that what-
ever happens, we’ll be okay.

The problem for fans of Hume is how 
we can be enthusiastic advocates of some-
one so opposed to enthusiasm. If the case 
for Hume is to be made in Humean terms, 
it has to be gently but eloquently argued for. 
More importantly still, perhaps, it has to be 
demonstrated. True lovers of the secular, rea-
sonable way of life Hume stood for ought to 
avoid hysterical condemnations of religion 
and superstition as well as overly optimistic 
praise for the power of science and rational-
ity. We should instead be modest in our phil-
osophical pretensions, advocating human 
sympathy as much, if not more, than human 
rationality. Most of all, we should never allow 
our pursuit of learning and knowledge to get 
in the way of the softening pleasures of food, 
drink, company and play. Hume modelled a 
way of life that was gentle, reasonable, ami-
able: all the things public life now so rarely is.

Julian Baggini is a writer and philosopher. 
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Many doctors in India miss TB signs—study
Washington, Sep.  26 (AFP): Many 
private sector doctors in India 
miss the signs of tuberculosis and 
therefore provide patients inad-
equate treatment, according to a 
new study involving people hired 
to act out the symptoms.

Tuberculosis or TB, an air-
borne infection, remains a ma-
jor public health issue in India, 
China and Indonesia, among 
other countries.

It killed 1.7 million people 
in 2017, according to the World 
Health Organization, and a global 
health summit will be held at the 
United Nations on Wednesday 
to raise funds to eradicate the 
disease.

But the primary care physi-
cians who see patients when they 
start coughing are the weak link 
in the fight against the pandemic 
-- at least in the two cities where 
the study took place, the me-

tropolis of Mumbai and eastern 
Patna.

The experiment was financed 
by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and led by a team of 
researchers from McGill Univer-
sity, the World Bank and Johns 
Hopkins University. The results 
were published in PLOS Medi-
cine.

It took place across 10 months 
between 2014 and 2015.

Twenty-four “simulated pa-
tients” went to 1,288 private 
sector doctors, presenting symp-
toms ranging from a simple 
cough to a cough presented as 
a possible relapse. In 65 percent 
of interactions, medical practi-
tioners -- which includes both 
qualified doctors, unqualified 
ones and those who practice tra-
ditional medicine -- responded 
in a manner inconsistent with 
Indian and international stand-

ards of care.
In some cases where a doc-

tor suspected a problem linked 
to air pollution, they prescribed 
an antibiotic or syrup and asked 
the patient to return a few weeks 
later.

Doctors with formal medical 
training, particular in Mumbai, 
did slightly better, offering the 
correct course of treatment in 
roughly half of the cases, accord-
ing to the results.

Doctors without formal train-
ing, who are very common in 
rural zones, are doing worse, as 
are those who provide traditional 
medicine including ayurveda, 
unani, and Siddha medicine, col-
lectively known as “ayush.” 

Jishnu Das, a World Bank 
economist, explained that the 
problem wasn’t so much that 
doctors were following one alter-
nate treatment course as much 

as just doing “everything you can 
find.” 

“Some guy is giving antibiot-
ics and fluoroquinolone, some-
body else is giving steroids and 
fluoroquinolone, somebody else 
is giving cough syrup and antibi-
otics,” Das said, explaining that 
such haphazard methods can 
harm patients, not to mention 
boost antibiotic resistance.

By 2040, 12.4 percent of TB 
cases in India will be multidrug-
resistant strains, said one study 
published in 2017 in the medical 
journal The Lancet, especially as 
medications like antibiotics are 
easy to buy without a prescrip-
tion there.

The most common mistake, 
according to Tuesday’s study, is 
that doctors simply do not order 
the tests necessary to make a di-
agnosis, such as testing lung fluid 
or a chest x-ray.

“Doctors are actually doing 
too little,” said Das. “They are not 
just picking up that the guy might 
have TB.” On the bright side, doc-
tors who make mistakes consist-
ently make the same mistakes.

In theory, that “coherence” 
makes it possible to correct the 
pattern, if training was upgraded 
and harmonized.

In the near future, according 
to McGill professor Madhukar 
Pai, it’s vital to refer patients to the 
right doctors and provide them 
with subsidized public programs 
for the most effective anti-TB 
drugs -- instead of sending them 
home with the wrong pills.

India’s overburdened public 
health system suffers from a 
lack of doctors and hospitals. 
Medical treatment is largely free 
in government-funded hospitals 
but long queues and poor service 
force many to seek private care.

SC allows live streaming of court proceedings

IAF successfully test fires 
air-to-air Astra missile 
New Delhi, Sep 26 (IANS): The Indian Air Force 
(IAF) on Wednesday successfully test fired the in-
digenously developed Beyond Visual Range Air-to-
Air Missile (BVRAAM) Astra from a Su-30 aircraft, 
the Defence Ministry said. The missile, tested at 
Kalaikunda Air Force Station, “successfully engaged 
a manoeuvring target with high precision meeting 
the mission objectives”.  In the series of trials held 
till date, Astra has been launched in the complete 
Su-30 flight envelope. 

SC likely to pronounce verdict 
on Ayodhya on Thursday
New Delhi, Sep 26 (IANS): The Supreme Court will 
likely pronounce on Thursday its verdict on the 
plea by Muslim litigants seeking direction that a 
larger Constitution bench hear the batch of peti-
tions challenging the 2010 Allahabad High Court 
verdict which directed splitting into three parts 
the disputed site at Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh. The 
bench of chief Justice Dipak Misra, Justice Ashok 
Bhushan and Justice S. Abdul Nazeer reserved the 
verdict on the plea by the Muslim litigants seeking 
reconsideration of the part of 1994 top court judge-
ment which had said that “mosque was not essen-
tial to Islam for offering namaz”. The judgment was 
reserved on July 20.

Yamuna flowing above danger 
mark, evacuation begins in Delhi
New Delhi, Sep 26 (IANS): The Yamuna river here con-
tinued to flow above the danger level on Wednesday as 
the authorities started evacuating people living in the 
river beds. A total of 598 people were evacuated as the 
water level reached 205.79 m at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
a Flood and Control Department official. The level 
of the river is expected to go up as more water was 
released from Haryana’s Hathnikund barrage in the 
wake of heavy rain and flash floods in parts of Uttara-
khand, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab.

2 injured in J&K highway firing
Jammu, Sep. 12 (IANS): A Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) trooper and a forest guard were in-
jured on Wednesday in firing by militants on the 
Jammu-Srinagar highway in Udhampur district, 
police said. Three militants travelling in a truck 
from Jammu to Srinagar opened fire at a checkpost 
near the Jhajar Kotli police station. The police have 
seized the truck and detained the driver and helper 
for questioning. They have also recovered an AK-47 
rifle and three magazines. 

NDRF to raise four more 
battalions
Amaravati, Sep. 26 (PTI): The National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) will soon raise four more 
battalions, adding to the existing 12, and will also be 
modernised to meet international standards, its Di-
rector General Sanjay Kumar said Wednesday. The 
four new battalions would be stationed in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
NCR Delhi, he said.  Addressing a press conference 
after attending a Sainik Sammelan of the NDRF 10th 
Battalion at the Acharya Nagarjuna University cam-
pus here, they have also proposed to have exclusive 
women contingents within the battalions to take 
care of women during times of distress.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New Delhi, Sep. 26 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Wednesday 
allowed the live streaming of its 
proceedings, saying the move will 
bring “transparency and account-
ability” to the judicial process 
and was manifestly in the “public 
interest”.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said 
that a pilot project may initially be 
taken up for about three months by 
live streaming only cases of nation-
al and constitutional importance 
from Court Number 1 presided 
over by the Chief Justice.

“Progressively, as and when 
the infrastructure is ready, this 
court can expand the ambit of live 
streaming to cover all cases (except 
for the ones which are excluded),” 
Justice Chandrachud said in a 
separate but concurring judgment.

The court said that live stream-
ing was important to “re-em-
phasise” the significance of live 
streaming as an extension of the 
principle of open justice and open 
courts. However, the process of live 
streaming should be subjected to 
carefully structured guidelines, the 

bench added.
Justice Khanwilkar, also speak-

ing for Chief Justice Misra, said: 
“Sunlight is the best disinfectant. 
Live streaming as an extension of 
the principle of open courts will 

ensure that the interface between 
a court hearing with virtual reality 
will result in the dissemination of 
information in the widest possible 
sense, imparting transparency 
and accountability to the judicial 
process.”

Not all  cases may be live 
streamed, said the court, adding 
that certain sensitive cases like 
matrimonial or sexual assault 
cases, matters where children and 
juveniles are involved, like Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual Of-
fences cases, should be excluded.

Live streaming will be carried 
out with minimal delay to allow 

time for screening sensitive infor-
mation or any exchange that ought 
not to be streamed, the judgment 
added.

The final authority to regulate 
suspension or prohibition of live 
streaming in a particular case, 
where the administration of justice 
so requires, must be with the pre-
siding Judge of each court.

“The copyright over all the 
material recorded and broadcast 
in this court shall vest with this 
court only and the recordings and 
broadcast may not be used by 
anyone for commercial purposes. 
Archives shall be maintained of all 
live streamings, to be hosted on the 
court website.”

The bench said that live stream-
ing of proceedings is crucial to the 
dissemination of knowledge about 
judicial proceedings and granting 
full access to justice to the litigant.

“Access to justice can never 
be complete without the litigant 
being able to see, hear and under-
stand the course of proceedings 
first hand. Apart from this, live 
streaming is an important facet of a 
responsive judiciary which accepts 
and acknowledges that it is ac-

countable to the concerns of those 
who seek justice. Live streaming is 
a significant instrument of estab-
lishing the accountability of other 
stakeholders in the justicing proc-
ess, including the Bar.

“Moreover, the government as 
the largest litigant has to shoul-
der the responsibility for the ef-
ficiency of the judicial process. Full 
dissemination of knowledge and 
information about court proceed-
ings through live streaming thus 
subserves diverse interests of stake-
holders and of society in the proper 
administration of justice,” it added.

The apex court said that the 
Chief Justices of the High Courts 
should be commended to con-
sider the adoption of live streaming 
both in the High Courts and in the 
district judiciaries in phases, com-
mensurate with available resources 
and technical support.

The High Courts would have to 
determine the modalities for doing 
so by framing appropriate rules, 
the apex court added.

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  K . K . 
Venugopal had earlier submitted 
comprehensive guidelines for live 
streaming of court proceedings.

High Courts also told to formulate modalities by framing appropriate rules

Macron brushes off question 
about Rafael deal; defers to Modi
United Nations, Sep. 26 
(IANS): French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
brushed off questions 
about the controversial Ra-
fael deal saying he was not 
in charge when the agree-
ment to buy the fighter 
jets was made and that he 
would defer to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on the 
matter.

“I was not in charge at 
that time but I know that 
we have very clear rules 
and this is a government-
to-government discus-
sion,” he said at a news 
conference here on Tues-
day.

“I just want to refer to 
what Prime Minister Modi 
very clearly has said a few 
days ago and I (don’t) have 
any other comment,” he 
said.

He was replying to a 
question if France had 
been asked to use the Re-
liance group as the Indian 

partner for the Rafael deal 
made when Francois Hol-
lande was the President. 
Macron clearly did not 
want to get involved in the 
controversy roiling Indian 
politics. He said the Rafael 
deal was a part of a broader 
strategic relationship with 
India and was very impor-
tant to him.

The Modi government 
has denied steering Das-
sault to Reliance, saying 
that was the French com-
pany’s decision.

As a part of the offset 
component of the deal to 
buy 36 Rafael costing about 
7.87 billion Euros (or Rs 
58,000 crore), the manufac-
turer Dassault was required 
to outsource to India about 
Rs 30,000 crore of business.

Dassault picked Re-
liance Defence for that 
requirement in the agree-
ment.

The Congress and the 
opposition have accused 

the government of inflat-
ing the cost of the jets and 
steering the business to a 
private company, rather 
to the government-owned 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd,“This contract is part 
of a broader framework 
which is a military and de-
fence relationship between 
India and France. And this 
one is very important to 
me because this is a stra-
tegic coalition and not just 
an industrial relation,” he 
added. “I would be very 
clear that it was a govern-
ment-to-government dis-
cussion,” he emphasised.

Macron took office last 
year in May while Modi an-
nounced the deal during a 
visit to France in 2015 and 
it was finalised the follow-
ing year. The controversy 
began when Hollande told 
a French publication that 
India had proposed Reli-
ance Defence as the part-
ner for the deal.

Stranded passengers sleep on a platform of Howrah Station during ‘Bangla Bandh’ strike called by BJP 
against the state government, in Kolkata, Wednesday, Sep. 26.

BJP calls off Bengal bandh early, 
terms it as ‘complete success’

Kolkata, Sep. 26 (PTI): The West Bengal 
unit of the BJP Wednesday termed its 
shutdown in the state as a “complete 
success” and called it off two hours 
ahead of the scheduled time.

The party had called the 12-hour 
shutdown from 6 am to protest against 
the killing of two students in a clash 
over appointment of Urdu teachers at 
Islampur area in North Dinajpur dis-
trict on September 20.

“As the bandh has been successful, 
so we have decided to call it off two 
hours ahead of the scheduled time,” BJP 

state president Dilip Ghosh told report-
ers.

The shutdown was a “complete suc-
cess” as the people have willing partici-
pated and supported it as it was called 
for genuine reasons, he said. 

“The visuals that we have seen and 
the reports that we have received from 
the districts prove that the shutdown 
was a success,” Ghosh added.

In some places, members of the rul-
ing TMC tried to foment trouble and 
had put the blame on innocent BJP 
workers, he claimed.

Six die in 20-year-old Delhi building collapse
New Delhi, Sep. 26 (IANS): Four 
children and two women were 
killed when a four-storey build-
ing collapsed here on Wednesday, 
police said, adding that six oth-
ers were rescued from the rubble. 
Three of the injured were said to 
be critical.

Police said the old building in 
a JJ Cluster in north Delhi’s Sawan 
Park area collapsed around 9.30 
a.m., following which area resi-
dents informed police that some 
tenants living in the structure were 
trapped under the rubble. 

Teams of the National Disas-
ter Response Force, police and 
Delhi Fire Services along with area 
residents undertook rescue work 
for over five hours and took the 
help of two cranes to pull out the 
trapped people.

“The building was built about 
two decades ago was in bad con-
dition,” Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Aslam Khan said.

According to Deep Chand 
Bandhu Hospital, the six in-
jured admitted there were Kamla 
Shankar, 18, Manju, 22, Laxman, 

26, Vijay, 30, Nisha, 35, and Raj Ba-
hadur, 35. The condition of three 
of them is said to be critical.

Delhi Police said that building 
owner Dharmender and his part-
ner Sachin have been booked for 
culpable homicide not amounting 
to murder.

“They absconded along with 
their family members after the 
collapse. A manhunt is on to nab 
them,” the DCP said.

The officer said that in August 
2017 area resident Sanjeev Gupta 
had lodged a complaint on the 

online portal of the North Delhi 
Municipal Corporation (NDMC) 
about the building posing a dan-
ger to the public. “The team of 
area MCD officers had inspected 
the house just 20 days back,” the 
officer claimed.According to the 
official, about 23 tenants from 
four families stayed on different 
floors of the building, constructed 
on a 25 square yard plot. 

The area residents accused the 
NDMC of negligence and said its 
officer visited the building but did 
not seal it because of corruption.

Stranded tourists being brought to Kullu after they were rescued by the Indian Air Force from snow-
bound Lahaul and Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh, Wednesday, Sep. 26.

650 evacuated, 1000 still stranded 
in snow-hit Himachal Pradesh hills 

Shimla, Sep. 26 (IANS): 
More than 650 people, 
including five foreigners, 
have been evacuated in 
the past two days and over 
1,000 are still stranded in 
snow-marooned Lahaul-
Spiti district of Himachal 
Pradesh, officials said on 
Wednesday.

Three stranded per-
sons, including a pregnant 
woman from Nepal, have 
died in the past two days.

On Wednesday, as the 
weather cleared, the gov-
ernment and the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) stepped 
up efforts to airlift tourists 
stranded for the past four 
days.

“IAF choppers and 
the state government are 
on the job to airlift the 
stranded. Most have been 
brought to Manali and 
Kullu towns,” Kullu Dep-
uty Commissioner Yunus 
Khan, who is supervising 
the relief and rescue op-
eration, told IANS over tel-
ephone.

The IAF has deployed 
three helicopters while 
the state is using the Chief 

Minister’s official chopper.
Nine persons, hailing 

from West Bengal, were air-
lifted from Stingri and five 
from the snow-marooned 
Baralacha Pass (16,020 ft). 
Five tourists from Norway 
and Denmark were also 
rescued.

Most people who got 
struck at the Baralacha 
Pass were travelling to and 
from Manali to Leh in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Early snowfall in the 
higher reaches, cloud burst 
and heavy rains devastated 
large parts of the state from 
September 22 to 24. Kullu 
and Lahaul-Spiti were the 
worst affected.

Heavy snowfall on the 
Rohtang Pass (13,050 ft) 
has cut off the Lahaul and 
Spiti Valleys affecting a 
large number of tourists. 
They have been stranded 
at number of isolated loca-
tions, the Broader Roads 
Organisation (BRO) said.

The BRO, a wing of the 
Defence Ministry, has been 
clearing the snow from 
various roads on a war 
footing. Some stretches 

had over eight feet of snow.
By Tuesday evening, 

457 persons have been 
rescued from the Lahual 
Valley to Manali through 
the under constructed Ro-
htang tunnel.

The rescued persons 
include faculty and stu-
dents from IITs Mandi, 
Roorkee, Guwahati and 
Mumbai and some for-
eigners who went trekking 
besides locals, a BRO state-
ment said.

Construction of Ro-
htang tunnel, one of the 
world’s most challenging 
motorable projects at 3,000 
metres above sea level 
and which will provide all-
season connectivity to the 
landlocked Lahaul Valley 
from Manali, is on and may 
be completed by 2020.

The most ambitious 
and expensive undertaking 
of its kind, the excavation 
of the 8.8-km long horse-
shoe shaped tunnel under 
the 3,978 metres Rohtang 
Pass in the Himalayas was 
completed last October. 
Now civil engineering work 
is on.
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• Matrimonial cases
• Sexual assault cases
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United Nations, Sep. 26 (IANS): Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday before 
the United Nations General Assembly 
demanded that changes be urgently 
made to the “world trading system” 
and defended his trade war with China, 
saying that the US trade deficit with the 
Asian giant is “not acceptable”.

“Last month, we announced a 
groundbreaking US-Mexico trade agree-
ment. Yesterday, I stood with (South 
Korean) President Moon (Jae-in) to an-
nounce the successful completion of the 
brand-new US-Korea trade deal,” said 
the US leader in a somber and calmly 
forceful address to the General Assem-
bly, Efe reported.

“This is just the beginning. Many na-
tions in this hall will agree that the world 
trading system is in dire need of change,” 

he declared.
Trump warned that the US “will no 

longer tolerate it and we will not allow 
our workers to be victimized, our com-
panies to be cheated, and our wealth to 
be plundered and transferred.”

“The United States has just an-
nounced tariffs on another $200 billion 
in Chinese-made goods. The total so far 
of $250 billion,” he said.

“I have great respect and affection 
for my friend, (Chinese) President Xi 
(Jinping), but I have made clear that our 
trade imbalance is just not acceptable. 
The market distortions and the way that 
they deal cannot be tolerated as my ad-
ministration has demonstrated,” Trump 
said. In the same vein, Trump said “We 
reject the ideology of globalism and ac-
cept the ideology of patriotism.”

New York, Sep. 26 (IANS): 
US President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday ruled 
out meeting with his Ira-
nian counterpart, Hassan 
Rohani, at the United Na-
tions General Assembly in 
New York, although he said 
he is sure that the Iranian 
leader must be “an abso-
lutely lovely man”.

The White House, ac-
cording to press reports, 
evaluated the possibility 
of arranging a meeting be-
tween Trump and Rohani 
with the idea of fostering 
some kind of rapproche-
ment similar to the one the 
US leader created earlier 
this year with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un after 
months of harsh rhetoric 
and threats, Efe reported.

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo on Sunday had 
repeated to Fox News 
Trump’s often-expressed 
offer to meet with Rohani, 
expanding it to include Ira-
nian Supreme leader Aya-
tollah Khamenei, saying: 
“That’s who’s running the 
show in Iran. I think that 
would be an important and 
interesting conversation.”

But Rohani ruled out 
any meeting on Monday, 
saying that the conditions 
were not right for such 
a meeting after Trump 
withdrew the US from the 
2015 nuclear deal and an-
nounced that he will im-
pose economic sanctions 
on Iran, the second round 
of which will enter into 
force in November.

Rohani had said Trump 
had threatened the Iranian 
people and intervened in 
Tehran’s internal affairs.

Tensions between the 
US and Iran are one of the 
issues that this week are 
dominating the New York 
meetings among heads of 
state and government from 
around the world. 

United Nations, Sep. 26 
(IANS): Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani on 
Tuesday blasted the US-
led sanctions against his 
country as “economic ter-
rorism”.

“World security is un-
der threat by some states’ 
recklessness and disregard 
of international values 
and institutions,” Rouhani 
made the remarks at the 
ongoing General Debate 
of the 73rd UN General As-
sembly, Xinhua reported.

“Confronting multi-
lateralism is not a sign 
of strength. Rather, it is a 
symptom of the weakness 
of the intellect. It betrays 
an inability in under-
standing a complex and 
interconnected world,” 
he said. 

Rouhani lashed out 
at US President Donald 
Trump in his speech, say-
ing he is seeking an “over-
throw” of the Iranian lead-
ership. 

Speaking of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA), known com-
monly as the Iran nuclear 
deal or Iran deal, Rouhani 
said that “we are pleased 
that the international com-
munity did not acquiesce 

to the US illegal and unilat-
eral withdrawal from that 
agreement.”

President Trump called 
on the rest of the world to 
isolate Iran and said a US 
campaign of “economic 
pressure” would turn back 
“Iran’s aggression,” in his 
second address to the UN 
General Assembly. 

At last year’s General 
Debate, Trump criticized 
the 2015 nuclear deal with 
Iran, calling it “one of the 
worst and most one-sided 
transactions the United 
States has ever entered 
into.”

Iran deal is an agree-
ment on the nuclear pro-
gramme of Iran reached 
in Vienna on July 14, 
2015 between Iran, the 
P5+1 (the five permanent 
members of the United 
Nations Security Council 
- China, France, Russia, 
United Kingdom, United 
States - plus Germany). In 
May, US President Trump 
announced Washington’s 
withdrawal from the land-
mark Iranian nuclear deal. 
Since then, the Trump ad-
ministration has slapped 
a number of sanctions on 
Iran while vowing to apply 
more.

United Nations, Sep. 26 
(IANS): Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe has ex-
pressed his desire to meet 
with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un to start over 
afresh with Pyongyang and 
resolve the decades-old row 
over Japanese nationals’ ab-
ductions.

In his speech to the UN 
General Assembly on Tues-
day, Abe said he wished to 
get over the past tensions 
between the two nations, Efe 
news reported.

“North Korea is now at 
a crossroads at which it will 
either seize, or fail to seize, 
the historic opportunity it 
was afforded,” Abe said.

“I am also ready to break 
the shell of mutual distrust 
with North Korea, get off to 
a new start, and meet face 
to face with Chairman Kim 
Jong-un,” the longtime hard-
liner on North Korea said.

He said although nothing 
has been decided yet regard-
ing a summit, he assured 
there would be a high-level 
meeting and it would focus 
on resolving “the abduction 
issue”.

North Korea has admit-
ted in the past to kidnapping 
13 Japanese citizens between 
the 1970s and 1980s, five of 
whom were later returned 
to Japan. Tokyo, however, 

maintains that there were at 
least 17. Japan proposed in 
March that North Korea hold 
a meeting between Kim and 
Abe, who so far has not taken 
part in any of the summits 
on regional rapprochement 
process with Pyongyang in 
2018, such as those held with 
the North Korean leader and 
the presidents of the US, 
China and South Korea.

So far no progress has 
been made to finalise a 
Japan-North Korea meet, 
which according to Tokyo, 
would also focus on the de-
nuclearisation of North Ko-
rea.

The two nations already 
held two summits in 2002 
and 2004 in Pyongyang, 
when the abduction issue 
was discussed. 

However, it has never 
been brought up again 
since and the whereabouts 
of the other Japanese who 
Pyongyang kidnapped for 
its spy training programs still 
remain unclarified. Abe said 
that the country wants all the 
Japanese hostages to return 
and that he was determined 
to make that happen. 

The Japanese leader also 
defended the global “free 
trade system” and hoped that 
the US and Japan will main-
tain the kind of relationship 
they have had.

United Nations, Sep. 26 (IANS): French President Emmanuel 
Macron on Tuesday, as much anticipated, strongly defended 
multilateralism and the Paris Agreement on climate change at 
the ongoing General Debate of the 73rd UN General Assembly.

“I do not accept the erosion of multilateralism and don’t 
accept our history unraveling,” Macron said. “Our children 
are watching.”

The French President urged “dialogue and multilateral-
ism” to resolve the world’s crises in his speech, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Unilateralism will not work to resolve the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict as well, he said, while touching upon some of 
the hot issues across the world. 

“What can resolve the crisis between Israel and Palestine? 
Not unilateral initiatives, nor trampling on the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people to legitimate peace,” he noted.

Without multilateralism, Macron said, global wars would 
return. He cautioned that “nationalism always leads to defeat.” 

When talking about the Paris Agreement on climate 
change, the president said: “We will no longer sign commercial 
agreements with powers that do not respect the Paris accord.”

United Nations, Sep. 26 (PTI/AFP): US 
President Donald Trump said Wednes-
day he would present a two-state peace 
plan for the Middle East in the coming 
months, voicing confidence the Pales-
tinians would return to talks despite his 
unwavering support for Israel. 

Speaking before entering talks with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu in New York, Trump said that it was 
a “dream” of his to bring about a peace-
ful solution to a conflict that has eluded 
several of his predecessors.

“I would say over the next two to three 
to four months,” Trump said, referring to 
his prospective timetable for presenting 
a plan as he met Netanyahu on the side-
lines of the UN General Assembly.

Trump for the first time said explicitly 
that he backed a two-state solution that 
would create an independent Palestine, 
saying: “That’s what I think works best, 
that’s my feeling.” 

“I really believe something will hap-
pen. It is a dream of mine to be able to 
get that done prior to the end of my first 
term,” added Trump, who was elected to 
a four-year term through January 2021.

The Middle East peace process 
has effectively been stalled since the 
Palestinians broke off contacts with 
the Trump administration last year in 
protest at the US president’s decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as the capital of the 
Jewish state.

The Palestinians also want Jerusalem 
to be their capital and have long argued 
that the status of the holy city should 
only be settled as part of a larger peace 
agreement.

Relations between the Palestinian 
Authority and the United States have 
fallen even lower in recent weeks after 
Washington cut off funding, including 
to a UN agency that helps millions of 
Palestinian refugees.

Kuala Lumpur, Sep. 26 (PTI/
AFP): The luxury-loving wife 
of Malaysia’s former prime 
minister was Wednesday 
questioned for almost 13 
hours by investigators prob-
ing the multi-billion-dollar 
scandal that helped topple 
her husband’s government. 

Rosmah Mansor, widely 
reviled in Malaysia due to 
her profligate spending on 
luxury goods and imperious 
manner, arrived at the anti-
corruption agency before 
10:00 am (local time).

Wearing a bright green 
dress and headscarf, the 
66-year-old emerged close to 
11:00 pm and was whisked 
away in a car. Officials are 
said to be in the final stages 
of investigating her over the 
alleged looting of state fund 
1MDB and she could report-
edly be charged soon.

It was the second time 
she had been questioned 
by the graft-fighting body 
since her husband Najib 
Razak’s coalition was unex-
pectedly ousted from office 

at elections in May after six 
decades in power.

A major factor in the loss 
were allegations that Najib, 
his family and his cronies 
looted billions of dollars 
from 1MDB in an audacious 
fraud that stretched from 
Singapore to Switzerland. 
Najib was last week hit with 
a barrage of money-laun-
dering and abuse of power 
charges over the scandal. It is 
alleged that hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars ended up in 
his personal bank accounts. 

Vatican City, Sep. 26 (PTI/AFP): Pope Francis 
called Wednesday for all Chinese Catholics 
to reconcile, while admitting that a historic 
deal with Beijing on nominating bishops 
may have caused “confusion”.

“I now invite all Chinese Catholics to 
work towards reconciliation,” the pope wrote 
in a message to Roman Catholics in the 
world’s most populous country.

Saturday’s historic deal has paved the 
way for rapprochement between the Vatican 
and the Communist country, despite the 
fears of some in the persecuted underground 
Church. “Some feel doubt and perplexity, 

while others sense themselves somehow 
abandoned by the Holy See,” the pope wrote.

“I am aware that this flurry of thoughts 
and opinions may have caused a certain 
confusion and prompted different reactions 
in the hearts of many.” Shortly after the deal, 
Pope Francis recognised seven clergy ap-
pointed by Beijing, which has not had ties 
with the Vatican since 1951.

On Wednesday he called on the bishops 
to publicly reunite with the Vatican. 

“I ask them to express with concrete and 
visible gestures their restored unity with the 
Apostolic See,” the pope wrote.

Washington, Sep. 26 (PTI): The 
US Congress has passed a cru-
cial bipartisan bill that seeks to 
impose a visa ban on Chinese 
officials who deny American 
citizens, government officials and 
journalists access to Tibet, China’s 
sensitive Himalayan region.

The US has expressed concern 
in the past about the lack of ac-
cess to the Tibetan Autonomous 
Region for American journalists, 
diplomats, academics and oth-
ers to report on alleged religious 
persecution in the former home 
of the exiled Tibetan leader, the 
Dalai Lama.

The legislation, passed by a 
unanimous voice vote, comes 
amidst the Trump administration 
imposing massive trade import 
duties on China that has started 
impacting the Chinese economy.

The ‘Reciprocal Access to Ti-
bet Act’, which seeks to ensure 
that Americans are given the 
same access to Tibet that Chinese 
citizens have to the United States, 
was passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives on Tuesday.

“The Reciprocal Act to Tibet 
Act is about fairness, human 
rights and careful US diplomacy 
at its core. For too long, China 
restricted access to Tibet, prevent-
ing journalists from observing 
human rights abuses in Tibet and 
preventing Tibetan Americans 
from visiting their home country. 

This bill seeks to reset that table,” 
Indian-American Congresswom-
an Pramila Jayapal said on the 
House Floor.

The bill, she said, is premised 
on the idea that reciprocity forms 
the basis of diplomatic law and 
the practice of mutual exchang-
es between countries. This bill 
simply requires that if Chinese 
officials, journalists and other 
citizens are able to travel freely in 
the US, then it’s only fair that their 
American counterparts are also 
able to do the same.

“And if Americans are not 
granted the same access to Tibet 
that the Chinese enjoy in the 
United States, then there should 
be consequences. This is more 
than reasonable and long over-
due,” Jayapal said.

Republican Congresswoman 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen worried that 
in the years as China has grown 
in strength and power, Tibet has 
been purchased to the periphery.

“I was worried that China’s 
bully tactics on display had ex-
tended so far that our United 
States Congress had no longer 
had the will, no longer had the 
desire to speak out in support of 
Tibet,” she said.

The Congress is sending a true 
signal that the US has indeed not 
forgotten about the people of Ti-
bet, that Congress will not accept 
Beijing’s bullying and intimida-

tion and that the US lawmakers 
will stand up for human rights 
for the people of Tibet, she said. 
“Beijing’s policy’s on Tibet are not 
only immoral and unjust, but are 
threatening the stability of a cru-
cial area for the US interests. So 
we must put pressure on China to 
stop its repression,” Ros-Lehtinen 
said.

Congressman Jim McGovern, 
prime author of the bill, said that 
the bill imposes real consequenc-
es for China’s bad behaviour.

Arguing that the basis of dip-
lomatic law is mutual access and 
reciprocity, McGovern said that 
while Chinese diplomats and 
journalists travel freely in the US, 
the Government of China has 
erected many barriers in areas of 
China inhabited by ethnic Tibet-
ans. US diplomats and journalists 
must obtain permission to enter 
the Tibet Autonomous region, he 
alleged.

“Under this bill, Chinese au-
thorities who are involved in 
the design and implementation 
of policies that restrict travel to 
Tibetan areas become ineligible 
to receive a visa or be admitted to 
the United States. This is a victory 
for human rights of Tibetans and 
Americans,” McGovern said.

Speaking in support of the 
bill, Democratic leader Congress-
woman Nancy Pelosi asserted 
that the issue of reciprocity is not 

only a human rights issue, but is 
also a practical matter. It is very 
important for the US to have a 
diplomatic presence in Lhasa. 
The bill, she said, takes an im-
portant step to advance freedom, 
dignity and prosperity for the 
Tibetan people.

The bill, Pelosi said sends a 
clear signal that China’s meddling 
in Tibetan affairs is unacceptable. 
“For six decades, the people of 
Tibet have stood defiance in the 
face of oppression and brutal-
ity from an authoritarian China,” 
she said.

Senators Marco Rubio and 
Tammy Baldwin have introduced 
a companion bill in the Senate.

The Reciprocal Access to Tibet 
Act includes a national security 
waiver, and would require the US 
Secretary of State to submit to 
Congress an assessment of the 
level of access to Tibet granted to 
American government officials, 
journalists, and tourists by Chi-
nese officials.

If the secretary determines 
that there are restrictions on travel 
to Tibet, the appropriate Chinese 
officials will be ineligible to enter 
the US, the bill states. 

Beijing views the 14th Dalai 
Lama, who won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1989, as a “separatist” 
working to split Tibet from China. 
During the 1959 Tibetan uprising, 
the Dalai Lama fled to India.

United Nations, Sep. 26 (PTI): US 
President Donald Trump and UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres discussed their “common 
interest” in resolving pressing 
global challenges, including ter-
rorism, proliferation and other 
threats to international peace 
and security.

Trump has been very critical 
of the UN and has on various 

occasions complained about the 
huge economic burden the US 
has to carry in helping fund the 
193-nation body.

He has called the UN “a club 
for people to get together, talk 
and have a good time” and has 
also slammed the “utter weak-
ness and incompetence of the 
United Nations”.

Trump, who addressed the 

UN General-Assembly’s General 
Debate Tuesday, met Guterres 
on the sidelines of the high-level 
73rd session of the UN General 
Assembly.

According to a readout of the 
meeting provided by the White 
House, the two leaders discussed 
their “common interest in resolv-
ing some of the world’s most 
pressing challenges, including 

those related to proliferation, 
terrorism and other threats to 
international peace and security”.

Both leaders also pledged 
to remain in close contact over 
the coming months. The UN 
chief’s office said that Guterres 
welcomed the US’ efforts to bring 
peace and denuclearization in 
the Korean peninsula, as well 
as its support to humanitarian 

operations around the world. Gu-
terres and Trump also discussed 
the contributions of the UN in 
various peace initiatives and the 
US’ support to these efforts. The 
Trump administration has pulled 
out of key UN bodies like the 
UN Human Rights Council and 
UNESCO besides exiting land-
mark UN decisions such as the 
Paris Climate Agreement.
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AP/PTI

 Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani addresses the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly, 
at U.N. headquarters, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2018. 

AP/PTI

 Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani addresses the 73rd session of the 
United Nations General Assembly, at U.N. headquarters, Tuesday, 
Sept. 25, 2018. 

Rules out 
meeting with 
Iranian leader 

Donald Trump demands changes in global 
trade, defends tariff war with China

Rouhani blasts 
US-led sanctions 
as ‘economic 
terrorism’

Abe open to meet with Kim Jong-un

Emmanuel Macron defends 
multilateralism, Paris Agreement

US pledges new Middle East 
peace plan within months

Malaysia ex-PM’s wife quizzed for 
almost 13 hours in graft probe

Pope Francis calls on divided 
Chinese Catholics to reconcile

US Congress passes bill to impose visa ban on 
Chinese officials denying Americans access to Tibet

Trump, Guterres discuss terrorism, proliferation
73rd UN General Assembly
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Pink Floyd drummer Nick Mason said he’d gotten tired of waiting for colleagues Roger Waters 
and David Gilmour to call him about a reunion. The band last performed together at Live 8 in 
2005, and with the death of keyboardist Rick Wright in 2008, a full reunion became impossible. 
Gilmour confirmed that the band’s 2014 album The Endless River was its last word, but rumors 
have continued to circulate that the three surviving members could play again at some point. 
Mason made his lighthearted comment during a show with his new band, Nick Mason’s Saucer-
ful of Secrets, which he formed to play early Floyd material. On the stage in London’s Round-
house last night, he told the audience he’d “finally given up waiting for that phone call from 
Roger or David.” He’d previously joked about the accusation that his group was a tribute band, 
saying, “As you know now, we are not the Australian Rogers Waters. Nor are we the Danish David 
Gilmours.” (Ultimateclassicrock)

Nick Mason has ‘given up waiting’ for Pink Floyd reunion call

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm: III Smoking Barrels 

2.30 pm 8 pm: Batti Gul Meter Chalu 

5.30 pm: The Equalizer 2

I was raped at 16, kept silent — Padma Lakshmi

Lisa Ray to come out with memoir in 2019 James Kottak didn’t feel like Scorpions had fired him

I’ve not completely embraced my fame  — Anushka Sharma

Slash: The world is a lesser place without Lemmy

Megadeth to set sail in 2019

on f rst-ever Megacruise

M
egadeth have an-
nounced plans 
to hold their first-
ever Megacruise.

They’re the 
latest band to organise their own 
floating music festival, join-
ing the likes of Kiss with their 
Kiss Kruise and the Yes-curated 
Cruise To The Edge.

While Megadeth have yet to 
confirm the bands who will be 
joining them on the high seas, 
they say they’ll be “thrashing 
through the Pacific” in 2019.

Fans wishing to lean more are 
encouraged to join the Megacruise 
mailing list, where further details 
will be revealed in due course.

Megadeth have been working 
on the follow-up to 2016’s Dystopia, 

with vocalist and guitarist Dave 
Mustaine reporting last month that 
the chances of a release next year is 
“probably 95%.”

Mustaine told Guitar World: “All 
the band members are at home 

writing stuff and putting it in the 
same spot, keeping all the riffs 
centralised in one place. And 
anybody can access anybody’s 
stuff. Then once we’re done, I’ll 
start assembling everything.”

Pressed if fans can expect 
to see new Megadeth music in 
2019, Mustaine replied: “Abso-
lutely. For sure. A whole new 
record, I would say the chances 
are probably 95%. And at least 
one new song, I’d say it’s 100%. 
No question.”

In June, Megadeth revisited 
their debut album Killing Is My 

Business… And Business Is Good, 
which was brought up to date to 
match Mustaine’s original vision for 
the 1985 record.

Loudersound

U
S television 
host Padma 
Lakshmi 
has said she 
was raped 

at the age of 16, but kept 
silent as she feared fingers 
would point at her for 
bringing it upon herself.

The 48-year-old Top 
Chef host, wrote a piece 
for the New York Times 
published on Tuesday, 
where she made the 
revelation. 

The article was 

prompted by allegations 
surrounding US President 
Donald Trump’s choice 
for the Supreme Court 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh, 
who has been accused 
of sexual misconduct 
by two women, the BBC 
reported.

However, Trump has 
defended Kavanaugh and 
cast doubt on the two 
women. He tweeted: “I 
have no doubt that, if the 
attack... was as bad as she 
says, charges would have 

been immediately filed 
with local Law Enforce-
ment Authorities by either 
her or her loving parents. 

He also asked Chris-
tine Blasey Ford to make 
public her compliant “so 
that we can learn the date, 
time, and place”.

Lakshmi wrote: “Presi-
dent Trump tweeted that 
if what Ford said was true, 
she would have filed a 
police report years ago.

“But I understand 
why both women would 

keep this information to 
themselves for so many 
years without involving 
the police. For years, I 
did the same thing.”

Lakshmi said she 
was raped on New Year’s 
Eve by her boyfriend in 
the 1980s. She had met 
him, who was then 23, 
while working in Los 
Angeles.

After attending a 
couple of New Year’s Eve 
parties, she said they 
went to his apartment 
where she fell asleep, 
and woke up with him 
on top of her.

“I asked, ‘What are 
you doing?’...’Please 
don’t do this,’ I 
screamed. I didn’t 
report it. Not to my 
mother, not to my 

friends and certainly not 
to the police,” she wrote.

She said she began 
to feel the attack was her 
fault. She explained: “We 
had no language in the 
1980s for date rape. I im-
agined that adults would 
say: ‘What the hell were 
you doing in his apart-
ment?’” 

She said she under-
stood why women might 
not disclose sexual as-
saults.

Thirty-two years on, 
she says: “I have nothing 
to gain by talking about 
this.”

But she added, allud-
ing to Trump’s implication 
that allegations not made 
immediately are less 
true or less severe: “We 
all have a lot to lose if we 
put a time limit on telling 
the truth about sexual 
assault.”

Her account won 
praise on social media. 

The allegations against 
Judge Kavanaugh, which 
he has repeatedly denied, 
date back to the 1980s. 
Christine Blasey Ford, 
his first accuser, is due to 
testify before a US Senate 
panel this week.

IANS

O
ne of India’s first 
supermodels, Lisa Ray 
will pen her memoir 
next year, chronicling 
her journey from be-

ing an actor, her fight with cancer, 
to attaining motherhood through 
surrogacy.

“The untitled memoir is an 
unflinching and deeply moving ac-
count of Lisa’s nomadic existence: 
her entry into the Indian entertain-
ment industry; her relationship 
with her Bengali father and Polish 
mother; movie sets and the Oscars; 
her battle with eating disorders; 
being diagnosed with Multiple 
Myeloma; her spiritual quest; and 
the heartaches and triumphs of 
her journey. It is also about Lisa’s 
search for love, publisher Harper-
Collins India says.

Lisa has had a long career in 
the entertainment arts spanning 

multiple countries and films 
including the Oscar-nominat-
ed “Water”, television (“Top 
Chef Canada”) and modelling.

When diagnosed with a 
rare blood cancer in 2009, 
she chose to share her experi-
ences in a blog called ‘The 
Yellow Diaries’ which led to 
her first book (her forthcoming 
memoir). She is a well-known 
advocate for cancer awareness 
through her writing and public 
talks.

Lisa recently announced 
the birth of her twin daughters 
- Sufi and Soleil - via surrogacy, 
writing and speaking about it 
as a way to normalise fertility 
options and choices for others.

“Writing my story has 
transported me through a 

myriad of experiences and worlds, 
and the emotions of a life lived 
close to the bone. I’ve been work-
ing on this a long time and, after 
the birth of my twins, it feels like 
my third baby,” Lisa says.

According to Diya Kar of Har-
perCollins, “Lisa’s memoir is 
candid, brave, and inspiring. 
We are delighted that we 
will be publishing 
the story of her 
remarkable jour-
ney - from being 
‘discovered’ at 16 
to being diagnosed 
with cancer at 37, 
this is a brutally 
honest account 
of one who’s 
lived life on her 
terms.” 

PTI

J
ames Kottak said he never felt like 
Scorpions had fired him when 
they split with him in 2016 over his 
drinking problems. He expressed 
gratitude at the way they had 

treated him while he spent time in rehab, 
and said he was at peace with the idea 
his time in the band was over after more 
than two decades behind the kit.

Kottak went to Eric Clapton’s drug and 
alcohol treatment center on the island of 
Antigua after suffering several losses of 

control, including an arrest and imprison-
ment in Dubai in 2014. Two years later, 
former Motorhead drummer Mikkey 
Dee was brought in for what was to be a 
temporary role, but he was later added as 
a permanent member of the band.

He recalled how his colleagues had 
suggested the trip to rehab, which ended 
up lasting 90 days. “Mikkey came into the 
band and it was going to be temporary,” 
he said. “And it wasn’t until we got down 
to business in October or November of 

2016, which was a long time later, that 
they just decided to say, ‘Hey, man, we 
wanna talk to you. It’s not like you’re be-
ing fired. We wanna move on. We wanna 
part ways.’ It didn’t feel like being fired. ... 
They’re great guys like that. I’m so grate-
ful to them. Put it this way: 21 years is a 
lifetime.” Kottak admitted that “of course, 
I would love to play with them [again], 
but sometimes it’s just time to say, ‘That’s 
it, and you’ve got to move on.”

Ultimateclassicrock

S
lash has recalled 
some of his 
memories of 
Lemmy and says 
that the world 

is a lesser place without 
him.

The guitarist was 
speaking with Revolver 
when he was asked 
about the late Motorhead 
leader’s legacy.

Slash says: “Lemmy 
was such a fucking 
awesome individual. 
We were good friends 
since we met in 1987, 
which is when Guns 
N’ Roses first went to 
London. 

 “Motorhead was 
doing a record. We 
went down to meet 
them for the first time 
and we all hit it off. 
Lemmy and I kept in 
touch and became 
good friends over the 
years.

 “He was such a 

great example of what 
rock’n’roll was all about. 
You can put on all kinds 
of labels: heavy metal, 
hard rock, whatever, but 
he embodied the spirit of 
what rock’n’roll is.”

Slash continues: “For 
years and years, I could 
be anywhere in the world 
and somehow Lemmy 
was there. The planet is a 
lesser place without him. I 

really miss him a lot.”
Asked whether he’s 

stopped to consider the 
mark he’s made on music 
history, Slash reports that 
it’s not something he’s 
thought about.

He says: “I never stop 
and think about what my 
contribution is to all this.

 “Being part of Guns N’ 
Roses – when I was out on 
the road with those guys 

the last couple of years 
– I was reminded of the 
significance the band and 
the records have had for 
people. That is almost a 
surreal kind of feeling.

 “Being involved with 
something again 20 years 
later, after being away 
from it for so long, and 
going out and having the 
enthusiasm and love that 
people have shown the 

band, it’s very hum-
bling.

 “You feel very for-
tunate being involved 
in a situation that has 
stood the test of time 
for that long.” 

Slash ft Myles 
Kennedy And The 
Conspirators launched 
their new studio album 
Living The Dream last 
week and they’ve just 
released an animated 
puppet video for the 
track Driving Rain.

Loudersound

A
nushka Sharma is awkward 
with fame, and hasnt com-
pletely embraced her star-
dom. The actress-producer 
says she still lives in denial, 

and yearns to lead a normal life.
From taking risks early on in her 

career to getting into the filmmaking 
business as a producer, Anushka has 
come a long way since her modelling 
days. She is one of Indian film in-
dustry’s highest paid actresses, and 

also got featured in the Forbes 30 
Under 30 Asia 2018 list. 

But how has her fame 
shaped up her life? 

“I have never an-
swered this question. 
Not even thought about 

it. I have always been very 
awkward with fame. I am not 
an actor who has embraced 

fame completely,” Anushka told IANS in 
a sit-down interview here. 

“There are actors who embrace 
fame... Like Salman Khan is a star, and 
he embraces his fame. Like Varun Dha-
wan when he is out there, he embraces 
his stardom. If he will go out to the 
crowd, he will be comfortable. If I will 
go to a crowd, I will be uncomfortable,” 
added the actress, who is confident 
about her forthcoming film “Sui Dhaaga 
- Made in India” -- a Yash Raj Films pro-
duction.  Anushka asserts that she is not 
“someone who embraces her stardom”. 

“I still stay in denial about it, and 
reluctant as well.”

For her, normalcy is very important. 
“I want to do normal things. I want 

to go to a grocery store and all. I want to 
be able to do simple things and normal 
things.”  At this point of the conversa-
tion, Anushka, who is married to ace 

cricketer Virat Kohli, was quick to point 
out that fame is a “double-edged sword”. 

“I get real satisfaction when my films 
are watched. I want more people to go 
and watch it. It is a double-edged sword 
like that. When people support me, like 
I have seen how in my worst times they 
(my fans) have stood by me... I want to 
give them my everything.” 

She had a dream debut in Bolly-
wood opposite superstar Shah Rukh 
Khan in “Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi”, but her 
ride in showbiz has been bumpy with 
several highs and lows. 

“Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi” may have 
given her a good launchpad, but her sail 
into showbiz was not smooth. She faced 
failure with films like “Badmaash Com-
pany”, “Patiala House”, “Bombay Velvet”, 
“Matru ki Bijlee ka Mandola” and “Jab 
Harry Met Sejal”. 

IANS
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni

Rishabh Pant

Rafael Benitez

Petra Kvitova

Sania Mirza

Derby County’s Mason Mount, Fikayo Tomori, and Bradley Johnson celebrate after winning the penalty 
shootout against Manchester United at Old Trafford in Britain on Sep. 25.

United knocked out of League 
Cup by Derby on penalties

Pregnancy empowers you, doesn’t make you handicapped — Sania Mirza

Zaheer bats for Pant in India’s World Cup squad

FA charges Newcastle manager 
over referee comments

Kvitova becomes latest star to exit Wuhan earlySri Lanka drop 
‘scapegoat’ skipper Angelo 
Mathews for England ODIs

Don’t want to get fined: Dhoni 
takes roundabout dig at umpires

Manchester (England), 
Sep. 26 (Reuters): Man-
chester United crashed 
out of the League Cup with 
a defeat on penalties to 
Championship side Derby 
County on Tuesday after 
the third-round tie ended 
2-2 in normal time at Old 
Trafford.

With no extra time in 
this season’s competition, 
the contest went straight to 
spot kicks and Frank Lam-
pard’s Derby won 8-7 with 
Phil Jones’s effort saved 
by visiting keeper Scott 
Carson.

United manager Jose 
Mourinho said he felt his 
team were in difficulty 
once the shootout got 
down to his defenders.

“I knew that we were 
going to be in trouble, with 
Jones with Eric (Bailly) I 
knew that we were going to 
be in trouble then,” he said.

For former England 
midfielder Lampard, who 
played under Mourinho at 
Chelsea, it was just reward 
for playing a full-strength 
side and approaching the 
game in positive fashion.

“I wanted to bring a 
team who could really 
compete. I am so proud of 
them,” said Lampard, in his 
first season as a manager.

“I am trying to build a 
group to be successful and 
nights like this are incred-
ible. To go against world-

New Delhi, Sep. 26 (IANS): 
She was at the peak of her 
career when she decided 
to step into motherhood, 
but tennis star Sania Mirza, 
who is due to deliver next 
month, always believed in 
moving forward in her life.

For her, pregnancy 
doesn’t mean taking things 
away from “what you are 
or who you are” as she 
says that one needs to un-
derstand that pregnancy 
doesn’t make you handi-
capped, but empowers a 
woman in many different 
ways.

In an interview to IANS 
over phone from Hyder-
abad, Sania said her pro-
fession “fortunately or un-
fortunately” required her 
to stop doing what she was 
doing to plan her family 
when she was at her career’s 
peak.

“Having said that, it’s 
not about always choosing 
what’s the right time, its just 

about how you feel about it.
“For me, when my hus-

band used to ask me year 
and a half ago about having 
a baby, I said that I am not 
yet ready for few more years 
and then suddenly my 
thought process changed 
after a few months.

I don’t know what made 
this change but at the end 
of the day, I always believe 
in moving forward in my 
life and I don’t think that 
becoming a mother re-
ally takes things away from 
what you are or who you 
are.” 

Sania added: “It em-
powers who you become 
and who you are. This is 
why I try to stay as active as 
I can because as a woman, 
I think unfortunately we 
have to do little bit of sacri-
fices for few months when 
we are not able to do every-
thing but that doesn’t mean 
that you will not get what 
you were doing or how you 

work before.
“I think the most impor-

tant thing is to understand 
that you are pregnant, you 
are not handicapped. Preg-
nancy is a part of who you 
are. Try to be normal.” 

Sania says she has had 
many self realisations after 
becoming pregnant. 

“I think we probably 
sometimes take it for grant-
ed that motherhood will 
just come. We don’t really 
understand the magnitude 
of it. As women, we are able 
to create another human 
thing and I think that’s the 
realisation.

It made me even more 
aware as a woman and 
what our bodies can do 
and can create and how 
mentally strong women 
actually are that we are able 
to do something like this.

“I was working, travel-
ling and doing everything 
I should do. I think that 
is something a pregnant 

woman needs to under-
stand that your body is able 
to cope up with that stuff 
and its natural for us,” she 
said.

Sania married Pakistani 
cricketer Shoaib Malik in 
a traditional Hyderabadi 
Muslim wedding ceremony 
on April 12, 2010. 

So how has Shoaib been 
as a husband during the 
pregnancy?

“He is really good. Our 
marriage is little different 
than other couple where 
we get less time to spend 
with each other. Until a 
few months, I used to see 
him lot more because I was 
travelling but now since I 
can’t travel and he is play-
ing, we don’t get much 
time.

But I feel that he was 
very patient specially 
during my first trimester 
of pregnancy, because I 
was having major mood 
swings! He has taken some 

long flights even if he had 
to come and see me for 
two days. 

“He has done whatever 
he has been able to, spend 
as much time with me in 
my pregnancy and he’s 
a very hands on kind of 
person so I think he’ll be a 
hand’s on and loving father 
as well,” said the 31-year-
old who is both anxious 
and excited to see the new 
born soon. 

However, there was a 
time -- when Sania decided 
to marry Shoaib -- she re-
ceived a lot of negative 
comments. But she wants 
to protect her child from 
anything negative. 

“I can’t answer hypo-
thetical questions. Having 
said that, though I have 
been answering some kind 
of stupid questions from a 
very young age and I now 
have learnt how to handle 
them and so has Shoaib.

I think that’s the advan-

tage that we both realise 
and we both know the kind 
of things people can come 
up with. Obviously, the first 
priority is to protect your 
child from any such thing,” 
she said.

A former world No. 1 
in the doubles discipline, 
Sania’s current focus is her 
child.

“I think to be very hon-
est right now, my main goal 
is to give all my positive 
and good energy to my 
child. I can’t think about 
anything else as a mother. 
That is the most important 
thing. Eventually tennis 
will happen but I don’t 
want to set a time-line for 
myself because that’s not 
what I want to focus on 
this moment, but obvi-
ously I will try to get on 
court as soon as possible,” 
said the recipient of Padma 
Shri, Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna Award and Padma 
Bhushan honours.

class players and play that 
way, it’s right up there,” he 
added.

Derby had been mo-
ments away from win-
ning 2-1 in normal time 
after United keeper Sergio 
Romero was sent off in the 
67th minute but Marouane 
Fellaini got a stoppage-time 
equaliser.

United’s rivals and 
League Cup holders Man-
chester City had no such 
trouble as they won 3-0 at 
Oxford United but top flight 
Burnley went down 2-1 at 
third-tier Burton Albion.

United had taken the 
lead against Derby in the 

third minute with a well-
placed shot from Juan Mata 
after Anthony Martial had 
burst down the left flank.

However, the visitors 
drew level in spectacular 
fashion after 59 minutes 
with a brilliant bending 
free-kick from Harry Wil-
son, the young Welsh wing-
er on loan from Liverpool.

Eight minutes later, 
Romero was dismissed for 
handling outside the box 
and Derby grabbed what 
they thought was the win-
ner when United’s sub-
stitute keeper Lee Grant 
parried a shot from Mason 
Mount and Jack Marriott 

nodded in the loose ball.
But in the fifth minute 

of added time, substitute 
Fellaini headed in a Diogo 
Dalot cross to force the 
shootout.

Burnley stunned
Manchester City’s Gabriel 
Jesus was one of several big 
names in their lineup and 
scored after 36 minutes 
with a header before Riyad 
Mahrez and Phil Foden 
wrapped up proceedings 
late on.

Burnley picked up their 
first league win of the sea-
son at the weekend but 
came crashing to earth at 
League One Burton.

Dubai, Sep. 26 (IANS): With 
India yet to sort out their 
middle order batting woes, 
specially the No.4 spot, fast 
bowling great Zaheer Khan 
believes rising stumper 
Rishabh Pant’s attractive 
strokeplay makes him one 
of the contenders in the 
squad for next year’s ICC 
World Cup, scheduled to be 
held in England and Wales.

“I think Rishabh Pant 

can claim his spot in the 
team with about 25 match-
es to go, it’s still a long way,” 
said Zaheer, who is an ex-
pert panellist at Star Sports 
Select Dugout programme 
for the ongoing Asia Cup.

“The team manage-
ment has been very open 
trying different options 
which is something that 
they will keep an eye on, 
because he’s got the abil-

Dubai, Sep. 26 (PTI): “I 
don’t want to be fined,” said 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni as 
umpiring howlers became 
as much a talking point 
as Afghanistan’s dogged 
resilience in the exciting tie 
between the two sides in 
what was an inconsequen-
tial Asia Cup match here.

Dhoni and Dinesh 
Karthik were given leg be-
fore by the on-field um-
pires -- Gregory Brathwaite 
of West Indies and Anisur 
Rahaman of Bangladesh 
-- even though TV replays 
clearly indicated that 
the ball was missing the 
stumps in both the cases.

Dhoni was dismissed 
by part-time off-spinner 
Javed Ahmadi and the de-
livery seemed to have gone 
over stumps while Karthik’s 
dismissal by Mohammed 
Nabi was a bigger blunder 
as the ball missed the leg 
stump by a couple of feet.

Kedar Jadhav’s run-out 
was also a case of bad luck 
as his bat got stuck near 
the crease while he was 
dragging it in. India were 
set a target of 253 and the 
match ended in a tie after 
the team was bowled out 
for 252.

“There were a couple of 
run-outs, and a few things 
we can’t talk about because 
I don’t want to get fined for 
it,” Dhoni said at the post-
match presentation, his 
irritation quote palpable.

Any public criticism of 
umpiring decisions invites 
sanctions from the ICC and 
Dhoni chose his words very 
carefully.

However, the stand-in 
captain was magnanimous 
in his praise for Afghani-
stan.

“Their (Afghanistan’s) 
cricket has improved a lot. 
The way they have contin-
ued from the start of the 
Asia Cup, it is commend-
able and we have enjoyed 
their cricket. It is one coun-

London, Sep. 26 (Reuters): 
The English Football Asso-
ciation has charged New-
castle United manager Ra-
fael Benitez for comments 
he made about referee 
Andre Marriner before his 
team played Crystal Palace 
in the Premier League at 
Selhurst Park on Saturday.

Benitez had called on 
the FA to look into Crystal 
Palace forward Wilfried 
Zaha’s statements about 
not being given enough 
protection by referees.

The Spaniard had also 
described Marriner as not 
having the best record 
with Newcastle’s players 
“in terms of red cards”.

The FA said in a state-
ment on Twitter on Tues-

Goals from the home 
side’s Liam Boyce and Ja-
mie Allen cancelled out a 
first-half strike from Burn-
ley’s Kevin Long, and made 
sure Burton reached the 
fourth round for the first 
time.

They were joined by 
fellow third-tier side Black-
pool who piled misery on 
second-tier Queens Park 
Rangers with a 2-0 win.

Fulham’s Cyrus Chris-
tie scored with a stun-
ning long-range strike as 
they ran out 3-1 winners 
at Millwall, while Andros 
Townsend grabbed two 
goals for Crystal Palace as 
they triumphed 3-0 at for-
mer Premier League side 
West Bromwich Albion.

Bournemouth let a 
two-goal lead slip at home 
to Blackburn Rovers before 
Callum Wilson rescued a 
3-2 win in stoppage time.

Gareth Ainsworth’s 
Wycombe Wanderers al-
most fought back from 
4-1 down following a Jor-
dan Rhodes hat-trick for 
visitors Norwich City but 
despite their valiant efforts 
they lost 4-3.

Middlesbrough won 
a shootout 4-3 at Preston 
North End after the game 
finished 2-2, while Leices-
ter City beat Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers 3-1 on pen-
alties after a 0-0 Midlands 
derby draw. 

ity to change the tempo 
of the game and hit big 
sixes which will be required 
in those death overs,” he 
added. The former In-
dia pace spearhead also 
opined that India could go 
with five specialist bowlers 
in the prestigious event, 
with three seamers and two 
spinners.

“You know there are 
still a few spots up for grabs 
in the bowling department 
as well and you would 
expect Hardik Pandya to 
come back just to provide 
that balance,” Zaheer said.

“In these conditions, 
you can afford to play three 
spinners which works but 
that might not be the case 
come the World Cup which 
is something they have to 
figure out. 

“They could go with 
five specialist bowlers, 
three seamers and a couple 
of spinners or they would 
need to find someone who 
is going to be a replace-
ment for Pandya if he is 
not available or fit,” the 
39-year-old said.

day that Benitez had been 
charged for his pre-match 
comments about the ref-
eree and had until 6:00 p.m. 

BST (1700 GMT) on Friday 
to respond to the charge.

Newcastle held Palace 
to a 0-0 draw in the match.

Wuhan (China), Sep. 26 
(IANS): Anastasia Pavly-
uchenkova of Russia fought 
back from a set down to 
defeat the Czech Republic’s 
Petra Kvitova 3-6, 6-3, 6-3 in 
the third round of the Wu-
han Open on Wednesday.

Pavlyuchenkova, the 
world number 39, ended 
fifth-seed Kvitova’s hopes 
of claiming a third title at 
Wuhan in five years, re-
ports Efe news.

The Czech two-time 
Wimbledon champion is 
the latest top-10 player to 

Colombo, Sep. 26 (AFP): Sri 
Lanka’s sacked skipper An-
gelo Mathews was dropped 
Wednesday from the ODI 
and T20 squads against 
England after he accused 
the board of making him 
a scapegoat for the team’s 
Asia Cup debacle.

The 31-year-old all-
rounder was not included 
in the 15-man squad for the 
five one-day internationals 
and the one-off T20 against 
England beginning on Oc-
tober 10.

Cricket officials said fit-
ness concerns forced them 
to drop Mathews. However, 
he was retained in the Test 
squad, officials said.

“I have been made the 

scapegoat in this entire 
saga of Sri Lanka’s dismal 
performance against Ban-
gladesh and Afghanistan 
in the Asia Cup,” Mathews 
said in a letter to Sri Lanka 
Cricket after he was sacked 
earlier this week as ODI and 
T20 captain.

The board said it asked 
Mathews to step down and 
allow Dinesh Chandimal 
to lead Sri Lanka against 
England in all three formats 
of the game.

The sacking followed 
Sri Lanka’s drubbing in the 
Asia Cup, with losses to 
lower-ranked Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh ensuring 
its quick exit from the com-
petition.

try that has risen through 
the ranks very well,” Dhoni 
said.

Dhoni felt that Afghani-
stan excelled in all depart-
ments of the game.

“They batted extremely 
well too. The wicket slowed 
down later, but they bowled 
extremely well throughout 
the game and their fielding 
was tight too.” 

Dhoni was quick to 
point out that India were 
not playing their full-
strength side also needed 
to be factored in.

“I wouldn’t say we went 
wrong in the chase. To start 
off, it was like a handicap in 
golf. We didn’t go with a full-
strength side. Not enough 
spinners on this wicket. The 
first over that a fast bowler 
bowls, they need to extract 
swing. We didn’t hit the 
back of a length area, and 
we gave away too much 
initially with the ball.” 

He praised the Indian 
openers KL Rahul and Am-
bati Rayudu for providing a 
solid start.

“We got off to a very 
good start with the bat, but 
the wicket slowed down 

over the course of the game, 
so someone should have 
continued with the bat. 
Shot-selection is some-
thing that we need to work 
on. It’s good that it’s a tie, 
but they played really well.

“The Afghanistan guys 
played really well. 250 was 
a very good score on this 
wicket. We could have been 
on the losing side because 
of quite a few things that 
didn’t go for us, so I’m hap-
py with the result.” 

Centurion Mohammed 
Shahzad was, however, a bit 
dejected that Afghanistan 
couldn’t register a victory.

“I’m not very happy, we 
have slogged for 6 hours at 
the ground without result, 
but I am happy with the 
performance of the team. 
We have a flight tomorrow, 
so I thought of playing my 
game freely.

“I am feeling proud, 
because I have played an 
innings like this against the 
best side in Asia. I haven’t 
played well throughout 
the tournament, but I am 
happy that I played well in 
this one.”

Angelo Mathews

bow out of Wuhan at the 
tournament’s early stages, 
following Simona Halep, 

Sloane Stephens, Elina Svi-
tolina, Angelique Kerber 
and Caroline Garcia.

Pavlyuchenkova bested 
Kvitova in all categories, 
particularly on serve; Kvi-
tova was guilty of 10 double 
faults, and managed just 57 
percent on first serve.

Pavlyuchenkova ad-
vances to the quarterfi-
nals, where she will face 
Australia’s Ashleigh Barty, 
who earlier on Wednesday 
eliminated reigning Wuhan 
champion Caroline Garcia 
of France.
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Russian athletics takes case to 
court over IAAF reinstatement

Loew blocked from meeting Ozil 
at Arsenal training — Report

Kohima Eagles FC humiliates 
Midland Youth Organisation 15-0

Nagaland U-19 team announced 
for Vinoo Mankad Trophy

TDFA Cup: Excel Naga FC and 
KSC to clash in final match today

Wilder camp wants 'new offer' for Joshua heavyweight boutIndonesia's top league 
suspended after fan dies

EM Images

Rhitsho Mero, in black, in action against Midland’s goalkeeper during their preliminary round of the NSF 
Martyrs’ Trophy at the Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

Athletics chief Sebastian Coe faces a demand from the Russians to have their athletes ban terminated.

Deontay Wilder and Anthony Joshua

Kelep, middle, of Pisgah United FC vying for the ball against a KSC player in the second semi-final match at the parade ground in Tuensang 
on Wed. Sep. 26.

Joachim Loew, right, seen here during a training session with Mesut 
Ozil during the 2018 World Cup.

Moscow, Sep. 26 (AFP): Rus-
sian athletics, emboldened 
by WADA's lifting of the 
three-year ban on Russia's 
anti-doping agency (RU-
SADA), has demanded to 
have its ban from track and 
field terminated.

In  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
Wednesday, the Russian 
Athletics Federation (RU-
SAF) said it had filed an 
appeal to the Court of Ar-
bitration of Sport (CAS) the 
previous day.

The statement said the 
appeal pointed to the "un-
founded decision" to put 
several criteria on the RU-
SAF restoration roadmap 
including the recognition 
by the Russian authorities 
of their involvement in the 
scheme for concealing the 
use of doping by Russian 
athletes.

"The unreasonable 
implementation of these 
criteria and their presence 
on the roadmap for RU-
SAF's restoration is in our 
view wrong, because it goes 
beyond RUSAF's competen-
cies," the statement said.

Russian athletics chief 
Dmitry Shlyakhtin also sent 
the letter to Sebastian Coe, 
president of the Interna-
tional Association of Athlet-
ics Federations (IAAF), in-
forming him he is taking the 

case to the CAS, the Times 
reported.

Ban no longer relevant ?
Shlyakhtin argued that 

the reasons for the ban of 
his organisation and its ath-
letes, which the IAAF im-
posed in November 2015, 
are no longer pertinent as 
they were the same ones the 
World Anti-Doping Agency 
used when they punished 
RUSADA.

WADA suspended RU-
SADA, also in November 
2015, after declaring it non-
compliant following revela-

tions of a vast state-backed 
scheme to avoid drug tes-
ters.

"Given that the out-
standing criteria for RU-
SAF's reinstatement were 
essentially identical to those 
that the WADA executive 
committee has considered 
met, and that time is of the 
essence, we respectfully 
request that the IAAF de-
cide to reinstate RUSAF as 
soon as possible," wrote Sh-
lyakhtin. The IAAF told The 
Times in light of the letter: 
"We have led the way to fight 

for clean athletes and we will 
continue to do so."

The Court of Arbitration 
of Sport has not yet received 
the appeal, a spokesman 
said. Coe, who has consis-
tently been the most promi-
nent sports administrator in 
taking a hard line over the 
doping scandal, had said 
following WADA's decision 
to lift the ban that Russia 
needed to meet two pre-
conditions to be allowed 
to return to international 
athletics competition.

The IAAF wil l  next 

Bengaluru, Sep. 26 (Reuters): WBC 
champion Deontay Wilder’s repre-
sentatives have said they will not 
resume negotiations for a fight with 
Briton Anthony Joshua until better 
terms are offered and that no such 
offer has been forthcoming, Sky 
News reported.

American Wilder and the 
28-year-old Joshua, who holds the 
WBA, IBF, WBO and IBO crowns, 
were in talks for a fight that would 
unify the heavyweight title but the 
negotiations broke down.

Wilder has since announced he 
will fight Tyson Fury in the United 
States on Dec. 1, while Joshua’s rep-
resentatives have been pushing for 
Wilder to reach a conditional agree-
ment to fight Joshua next year.

Joshua’s promoter Eddie Hearn 
and his father Barry want the agree-
ment in place before Wilder faces 
Fury.

“I’ve sent three separate e-mails 
to Barry saying I have no desire to 
meet with Barry unless I have a real 
offer for Wilder to meet Joshua,” 
Wilder’s promoter Shelly Finkel told 
Sky Sports.

“He and I have been in the busi-
ness long enough to know what that 

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
Defending champions Excel 
Naga FC and Khiamniun-
gan Sports Council (KSC) 
will clash in the final match 
on Thursday after both the 
teams won their respective 
semi-final matches at the 
on-going Tuensang District 
Football Association (TDFA) 

Cup at the parade ground in 
Tuensang on Wed. Sep. 26.

In the first semi-final 
match, Excel Naga FC 
thrashed DEF Tuensang 
3-0. The first opening goal 
for Excel Naga was scored by 
Topong in the 12th minute 
while Nungsang and Han-
glen scored one each in the 

37th and 21st minute.
In the second semi-fi-

nal match, Khiamniungan 
Sports Council defeated 
Pisgah United FC 4-2.

The goals for KSC were 
scored by Thangpong and 
Benjaimin in the 18th and 
26th minute while Longkhoi 
scored two goals in the 84th 

and 92nd minute of the sec-
ond half.

The goals for Pisgah 
United FC were scored by 
Beshang and Kelep in the 
13th and 55th minute.

Project Director DRDA 
Tuensang, Tsalito  Sangtam 
will attend the final match 
as the special guest.

Berlin, Sep. 26 (AFP): Ger-
many head coach Joachim 
L o e w  w a s  re p o r t e d l y 
blocked from meeting Me-
sut Ozil at Arsenal's training 
ground on Monday to dis-
cuss the midfielder's fiery 
retirement from interna-
tional duty.

Loew and Germany's 
team director Oliver Bier-
hoff were in London at the 
weekend to take part in a 
FIFA coaching congress and 
then visited Arsenal's train-
ing ground in Colney, north 
of London, for clear-the-air 
talks with Ozil.

According to German 

daily Bild, Loew and Bier-
hoff were turned away at 
the entrance to Arsenal's 
training ground, on the or-
ders of Gunners' head coach 
Unai Emery, while the squad 
was put through a recovery 
session.

The visit had been pre-
viously arranged, so Loew 
and Bierhoff later met the 
Gunners' Germany inter-
nationals Bernd Leno and 
Shkodran Mustafi at the 
club's visitors centre with-
out speaking to Ozil.

"We would have liked to 
have spoken to Mesut, but 
we have to accept that at the 

Dimapur, Sep. 26 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Cricket Association 
(NCA) has declared the team 
for the forthcoming One Day 
Vinoo Mankad Trophy for 
U-19 boys group. According 
to an update received here on 
Wed. Sep. 26, the team will be 
led by Joshua Ben Ozukum. 
The eight match tournament 
would start from October 5 
at Bhubaneswar. The team is 
leaving for a pre-tournament 
camp at Bhubaneshwar on 
September 27.

This is the first time Na-
galand is independently par-
ticipating in a BCCI One Day 
tournament for the U-19 age 
group, added the press re-
lease.
Nagaland team:
1) Joshua Ben Ozukum
2) Imtizungted
3) Hem Bahadur
4) Daniel Jamir
5)  Shamphri Terang
6)  Nchumbemo Humtsoe
7)  Hiketo Aye

8)  Rajdip Nath
9)  Tepuchiba
10) Hopongkyu Sangtam
11) Chiranjivi Gupta
12) Tohuka Zhimo
Guest players:
1)  Vipul Kapoor
2)  Uphanshu Verma
3)  Yash Tandon
Support staff:
1)  Samir Ghosh—Coach
2)  Sujit Rane—Trainer
3) Krishna Prabhu—Physio
Nagaland matches
1) Nagaland vs Bihar on Oct. 5
2) Nagaland vs Meghalaya 
on Oct. 7
3) Nagaland vs Sikkim on 
Oct. 9
4) Nagaland vs Uttarakhand 
on Oct. 10
5) Nagaland vs Pondicherry 
on Oct. 14
6) Nagaland vs Manipur on 
Oct. 16
7) Nagaland vs Arunachal 
Pradesh on Oct. 18
8) Nagaland vs Mizoram on 
Oct. 22.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 26 (EMN): 
Rhitsho Mero scored eight 
and Khwethelhi Thopi add-
ed three goals as Kohima 
Eagles hammered Midland 
Youth Organisation 15-0 
in their first match of the 
ongoing 19th NSF Martyrs' 
Memorial Trophy Football 
Tournament here at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Wednesday. 

It was the biggest win in 
the history of NSF trophy, as 
they become the first team 
to score 15 goals with Rhit-
sho Mero adding eight goals 
in a single match. 

Kohima Eagles scored 
eight goals in the first half 
and added seven more in 
the second half; Midland 
Youth Organisation were 
only to blame themselves 
for the huge defeat as they 
didn't defend the score de-
spite eight down in the first 
half to suffer the biggest de-
feat in the NSF history. 

MYO team managed 
to register only two goals 
on target as the goalkeeper 
Rajusituo Nagi of KEFC kept 
his clean sheet in the first 
match.

Kohima Eagles FC play-
ers unselfishly set up Mero 
to score eight goals in the 
match, his goal came in the 

moment he doesn't want to 
have this conversation with 
us," said Bierhoff.

Ozil's agent Erkut Sogut, 
who Bierhoff had reportedly 
contacted before the visit, 
declined to comment on the 
reason for the rejection.

At the start of the month, 
Loew said he has often al-
ready tried to contact Ozil, 
but without success.

After 92 appearances, 
23 goals and 40 assists for 
Germany, Ozil retired from 
international duty in July, 
citing 'disrespect and rac-
ism' within the German 
Football Association (DFB), 
taking direct aim at presi-
dent Reinhard Grindel.

"In the eyes of Grindel 
and his supporters, I am 
German when we win, but I 
am an immigrant when we 
lose," the 2014 World Cup 
winner, who was born in 
Germany to Turkish parents, 
wrote in a statement.

Having been the target 
of xenophobic comments 
on social media and singled 
out for blame in the wake 
of Germany's woeful World 
Cup display, Ozil, 29, re-
ceived little public support 
from Loew or Germany's 
stars.

Loew only responded 
publically to Ozil's claims 
at the end of August when 
he rejected any notion of 
racism within the national 
team.

broach the subject at a 
Council meeting in Decem-
ber.

"The reinstatement of 
RUSADA was one of three 
pre-conditions," he said in 
a statement issued by the 
IAAF.

"The other two pre-con-
ditions are Russian authori-
ties must acknowledge the 
findings of the McLaren 
and Schmid Commissions 
that Ministry of Sport of-
ficials were implicated in 
the scheme to cover up the 
doping of Russian athletes 
as described in their reports.

"The Russian authorities 
must (also) provide access 
to the data from testing of 
samples at the Moscow lab 
from 2011 to 2015, so that 
the Athletics Integrity Unit 
can determine whether the 
suspicious findings reported 
in the Moscow lab's data-
base should be pursued."

The decision to lift the 
ban on RUSADA was taken 
last week at a meeting of 
WADA's executive com-
mittee but the softening 
of their stance triggered 
outrage from athletes and 
national anti-doping agen-
cies around the world.

They accused WADA 
of succumbing to pres-
sure from the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC).

7th, 24th, 31st, 33rd, 49th, 
65th, 78th, and 79th minute, 
while Thopi scored his hat-
trick in the 21st, 57th, and 
83rd minute and a goal each 
from Kenein-
guze Pienyii 
(14th), Pete-
vizo Kezieo 
(29th), Men-
guzelie Rutsa 
(41st) Noune 
Medoze (89th) completed 
the rout.

With Mero’s goal galore 
in the first match, he is likely 

to be highest goal scorer 
with five matches remain-
ing if they can win all the 
matches of the tournament.

Kohima Eagles FC will 
take on Ru-
soma VYSA 
on Oct. 4 in 
the second 
round. 

I n  t h e 
other match, 

Phezhu Boys FC Jotsoma 
beat Friends United FC by a 
solitary goal. The lone goal 
was scored by Namtuba in 

the 60th minute. Hard luck 
for Friends United as cap-
tain Khongpe failed to score 
when they got a penalty but 
missed the shot in the first 
half to end their saga in the 
tournament. 

Phezhu Boys will clash 
against Rangers FC Medzi-
phema on October 3 in the 
next round. 

Thursday’s matches
Kijumetouma VSU Vs Botsa 

Students' FC at 12 pm
Sports Link FC Vs Tyro FC 

Phek at 2pm

offer would look like. Where is the 
new offer? Nowhere to be found.”

Joshua, who is locked in to stage 
his next fight at Wembley in London 
on April 13 next year, beat Russian 
Alexander Povetkin at the same sta-

dium on Saturday.
The Briton, who like Wilder has 

an unbeaten record, said after the 
victory that he would prefer to take 
on the American next, but was hap-
py to fight whoever came his way.

Bengaluru, Sep. 26 (Re-
uters): Indonesia’s top 
soccer league has been 
suspended indefinitely 
by the nation’s football 
association after a Persija 
Jakarta fan was killed by a 
mob of supporters of rival 
club Persib Bandung over 
the weekend, according to 
local media reports.

Indonesian Soccer As-
sociation (PSSI) chairman 
Edy Rahmayadi told the 
Jakarta Post on Tuesday 
that an investigation into 
the death of Persija fan 
Haringga Sirila had been 
launched.

“We have to make sure 
the diagnosis is correct 
before we take action,” 
Rahmayadi said.

 “We have rules, there 
will be sanctions, start-
ing from the lightest, like 
a reprimand, to a fine or 
even disqualification.”

Haringga, 23, was 
beaten to death by a mob 
near Bandung’s Gelora 
Bandung Lautan Api sta-
dium shortly before the 
match on Sunday and a 
video of the killing cir-
culated online, sparking 
national outrage.

Indonesia’s Youth and 
Sports Affairs Minister, 
Imam Nahrawi, backed a 
two-week stoppage to Liga 
1 to allow the investigation 
to take place.

“This is a form of re-
spect for victim and their 
families. This is also a form 
of national condolence 
and is a form of intro-
spection. One life is very 
expensive compared to 
football,” Nahrawi told the 
Antara News agency.

“(Evaluation) starts to-
day. After that we together 
with related parties ... will 
take the next step.”


