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Neiphiu Rio, third from left, speaks during the review of national highway projects in the north-eastern states, in Meghalaya.   
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Left to right: Policemen accord the 21-gun salute. Students carry the coffin of Imtikumzuk Longkumer to a cemetery in Ungma village of 
Mokokchung district, on Sep. 25. 
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Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
The chief minister of Naga-
land Neiphiu Rio has listed 
to the central government 
a number of road develop-
ment projects in the state, 
including some proposed 
to be created or developed. 
He was at the review of road 
projects in the Northeast 
region, with Union Minis-
ter for Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari, 
and officials of the minis-
try of Road Transport and 
Highways in Shillong in 
Meghalaya on Monday. 
The chief minister’s office 
(CMO) issued a statement 
on Tuesday. 

Rio broached a proposal 
to construct a two-lane road 
diversion from near the Na-
galand check gate to Burma 
camp along NH 29, on engi-
neering, procurement and 
construction mode. He stat-
ed that the NH 129 and NH 
29 pass through Dimapur, 
the biggest commercial hub 
of Nagaland, connecting 
with Assam. The diversion 
is urgently required to ease 
traffic congestion in the city 
and provide access to buses 
entering the Inter State Bus 
Terminus, which is located 
700 meters away from the 
proposed road diversion, 
the CMO stated. 

The chief minister also 
urged declaration of six 
roads in Nagaland as na-
tional highways as they had 
been accorded “in principle 
approval,” the updates said. 
The roads are the Showu-

Shillong, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
Union Road and Trans-
port Minister Nitin Gad-
kari has announced on 
Monday that the gov-
ernment will spend Rs 
1.5 lakh crore to improve 
national highways in the 
northeastern states.

"The Central govern-
ment will spend Rs 1.5 
lakh crore on improving 
national highways in the 
northeastern states.

"This will include 
about Rs 17,000 crore in 
Sikkim; Rs 48,221 crore 
in Assam; Rs 20,000 
crore in Nagaland; Rs 
12,000 crore Mizoram; 
Rs 22,000 crore in Ma-
nipur; Rs 8,000 crore in 
Tripura; Rs 10,000 crore 
in Arunachal Pradesh; 
and Rs 8,000 crore in 
Meghalaya," the minis-
ter said during the inau-
guration of the 102-km 
Jowai-Ratacherra sec-
tion of NH-6 in Meg-
halaya.

The minister said 
land acquisition and en-
vironmental clearances 
were the two major hur-
dles delaying road infra-
structure projects in the 

northeastern states. He 
asked the chief minis-
ters of the northeastern 
states to hold monthly 
reviews on land acquisi-
tion and environmental 
clearance to implement 
road projects early.

"Land acquisition 
is a state subject and 
therefore we need the 
cooperation of the re-
spective states. If the 
state can make progress 
on land acquisition and 
environmental clear-
ance fast, we assure you 
that we will immedi-
ately approve the road 
projects and start the 
project as early as pos-
sible," Gadkari said.

Reaffirming that the 
central government is 
giving the "highest pri-
ority to development of 
the Northeast," Gadkari 
said, "We want to imple-
ment all road projects in 
the region in a transpar-
ent and corruption-free 
manner. The govern-
ment has decided to 
construct more railway 
lines and develop in-
land waterways to boost 
trade and commerce."

Rio lists impetus for road projects in Nagaland
NE highways: Centre 
to spend 1.5 lakh cr.; 
20K cr. for Nagaland

‘First order went to Pune by mistake’
Our Correspondent

Kohima, Sep. 25 (EMN): Even as the 
National AIDS Control Organization 
(NACO) continues to generate awareness 
on Prevention of Parent to Child Trans-
mission of HIV/AIDS (PPTCT) to prevent 
prenatal transmission of HIV from HIV 
infected pregnant mother to newborn 
their babies, ‘Nevirapine syrup’ has once 
again run out of stock in Integrated Coun-
selling and Testing Centres (ICTC) across 
the state.

A source from DNP+ has confirmed 
the delivery of the syrup to its centre after 
receiving 10 bottles, but said it lasted for 
only an hour as the list of the demand for 
it had accumulated. The source added 
that “the little quantity given to us is to 
shut our mouths for the time being.”

Eastern Mirror had earlier reported 
that caregivers were compelled to treat 
the infants born to HIV positive mothers 
by physically breaking the tablets meant 
for adults into four fragments in spite of 
the risk of either over-dosing or under-
dosing due to shortage of the key drug 
since August 31. Sources said that such 
baby must be administered with the drug 
within 72 hours after birth to lessen the 
risk of getting infected with the deadly 
virus.

Despite the Nagaland State AIDS Con-
trol Society (NSACS) stating back then 
that the consignment would have reached 
within a day or two, it was learned that, 
the consignment of Nevirapine syrup 
reached only on Sep. 24, after almost a 
week. It was then distributed to PPTCT 
centers. 

Ketholele Angami, from NGO ARK, 
was unhappy; the supply of only ten 
bottles was not sufficient to cater to the 
demand for the syrup considering that 
Dimapur, for instance, had the highest 
rate of HIV infection. He opined that the 
NSACS should not trouble the people by 
asking for submission of ‘requisition’ and 
making the people wait for delivery of the 
medicine in the taxi stands and bus stops.

Expressing concern that the people 
living with HIV are being deprived of basic 
fundamental rights, he maintained that 
“unless the central supply comes from 
Naco, for how long can we continue on 
quick fix solution.”

Talking to Eastern Mirror, the NSACS 
project director, Dr. Ngangshimeren, said 
it received a consignment of 150 bottles of 
Nevirapine syrup from Naco on Sep. 24, 
which was then immediately dispatched 
to the districts that required it. 

He informed that 30 bottles were 
dispatched to the District AIDS Preven-
tion Control Unit (DAPCU) of Dimapur, 
which was then distributed to the district 
hospitals and PPTCT centers. Due to the 
stock exhausting, Dr. Ngangshimeren 
said 30 bottles more were sent today and 
added that it should ‘suffice.’

Explaining the reason for the delay in 
delivering the consignment that NSACS 
directly placed the order from the com-
pany, he said. Unfortunately, the consign-
ment went to Pune by ‘mistake,’ it was 
informed. However, he informed that it 
received the consignment from the com-
pany today, Sep. 25, and claimed it to be a 
sufficient stock for the moment.

HIV and ‘mistakes’: Batch of crucial 
syrup for babies runs out again 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
Politicians, ministers and 
legislators, and civil society 
leaders and church leaders 
and ordinary citizens from 
far and near converged at the 
Aonglenden in Ungma vil-
lage to pay their last respects 
and say farewell to departed 
legislator Imtikumzuk  Long-
kumer on Tuesday. 

The respect and love for 
the departed leader was dis-
played as people sat through 
nearly four hours of the state 
funeral service that was ac-
corded to him.

Minister Metsubo Jamir 
described Longkumer as a 
person who was not only a 
dedicated leader but a hum-
ble and simple soul who 
served his people. “In his zeal 

to serve, he had often times 
sacrificed his treatment, to 
serve the people, his party 
and his constituency,” he 
said.

‘ L a t e  I m t i k u m z u k 
brought fame and glory to 
our respected village, Ungma 
and the land of Suyim. It is to 
my knowledge that till his last 
breath, he did not bring dis-
credit to his family, his village, 
his constituency or to the Ao 
people in general,” Jamir said.

Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly Speaker Vikho-O 
Yhoshu; ministers Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer, 
Tongpang Ozukum; and ad-
visor Imnatiba also spoke at 
the funeral service. Condo-
lence messages were received 
from Nagaland Governor 
Padmanabha Acharya, Chief 

Minister Neiphiu Rio and 
Deputy Chief Minister Y Pat-
ton; former chief minister 
and governor Dr SC Jamir; 
legislators and bureaucrats, 
among others during the 
programme.

Imkongzenla, widow of 
Imtikumzuk Longkumer, 
said that her husband had 
been a dedicated father to 
his children and a loving 
husband to her. She said he 
was driven by the passion 
to serve the people and that 
he had achieved his dream 
to do so. She thanked the 
people of 26th Aonglenden 
constituency who gave him 
the opportunity to be their 
leader twice.

The demised leader’s 
daughter Wangshimongla; 
his father Onentiba; and 

brother O Tinu Longkumer 
also spoke on behalf of the 
family.

Rich tributes were paid 
by representatives from the 
People’s Democratic Alliance 
government and National-
ist Democratic Progressive 
Party; and the departments 
of Sericulture, Excise; and 
community organizations 
Ao Senden, AKM, Ungma Vil-
lage Council, Soyim Students’ 
Union; besides In-laws, clans 
and friends.

In paying tribute to the 
departed soul, the Ungma 
Village Council has given 
the name ‘Chiter’ to the late 
Longkumer for his dedication 
and service to the people.

Rev Dr Noklen, Pastor, 
Ungma Baptist Church pre-
sided over the funeral service. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 25 (EMN): The 
proposed meeting between 
the Nagaland government 
and the All Nagaland Ad-hoc 
Teachers Group (ANATG) to 
be held on Sep. 25 has been 
rescheduled to be conducted 
on the 26th, at 3 pm in the 
Secretariat. 

The meeting was con-
vened by the government 
in the backdrop of 1,166 
grade-III teachers—who 
were appointed on contract 
to sanctioned posts dur-
ing 2007-2012—demand-
ing regularisation of their 
service. The teachers had 
previously undergone a suit-
ability test conducted by the 
government and qualified, 
while other necessary verifi-
cations and clearances from 
the departments of School 
Education and the P&AR 
were also reported to have 
been completed.

The teachers had earlier 
this year resorted to a hunger 
strike, demanding that the 
government take up their 
case. However there has not 
been much development 
besides meetings and vague 
verbal assurances, a teacher 
informed Eastern Mirror.

On Sep. 21, the group 
was denied permission by 
the administration to stage 
a peaceful protest in the 
Civil Secretariat area. They 
converged and near the 
Secretariat and decided to 
resume their 'hunger strike.' 
Following a prolonged si-
lent confrontation between 
the police and the teachers, 
which brought traffic in the 
area to a standstill for hours, 
and subsequent intervention 
of two apex student bodies 
and school teachers' associa-
tion, the government wrote 
to the ANATG convening a 
meeting.

On Wednesday,  the 
ANATG is expected to meet 
School Education’s advisor; 
and the principal secretary 
and director along with legal 
advisors from both parties.

Govt., ad hoc 
teachers’ 
meeting 
rescheduled 
to Sep. 26

Imtikumzuk Longkumer laid to rest 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 25: The audit 
report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India (CAG) 
for Nagaland for the year ending 
March 2017 has astounding rev-
elations about the performance 
of the government machineries 
during the past five years. The 
report has stated gross misappro-
priation of funds and schemes 
across the departments in the so-
cial, economic, and revenue; and 
dozens of projects mentioned 
to be “completed,” but were not 
existent. 

Department of Public  
Health Engineering 
The CAG report stated that the 
National Rural Drinking Water 
Programme (NRDWP), which 
was launched in 2009 for to en-

sure delivery of safe and adequate 
drinking water to the rural popu-
lation of the country, and imple-
mented by the Ministry of Drink-
ing Water and Sanitation (MDWS) 
didn’t quite work in Nagaland 
with only 4.9 percent (15,559) of 
households being covered with 
individual piped water supply 
connections. 

Laboratories in Dimapur, 
Kohima and Tuensang failed to 
carry out the prescribed number 
of bacteriological and chemical 
contamination tests to ensure the 
supply of safe drinking water, and 
that field testing kits purchased 
at the cost of INR 1.32 crore were 
not distributed to all the targeted 
villages, therefore compromising 
the quality of water. Galvanised 
water pipes costing INR 241.81 
crore was procured during 2012-

17 without inviting tenders and 
the department  paid INR 2.67 
crore for three unexecuted works 
and INR 0.61 crore for three short 
executed works. 

Examination of records re-
vealed that funds amounting 
to INR 431.77 crore were made 
available by the government 
of India for NRDWP but only 
INR 379.43 crore was used dur-
ing 2012-17. There was delay 
in the release of funds for up to 
12 months by the state govern-
ment. It was also found out that 
the state government had not 
released its matching share of 
INR 283.50 lakh during 2016-17 
for the scheme.

The department had used 
INR 15 lakh during 2012-13 from 
NRDWP funds for procurement 
of two vehicles, which was not 

permissible, and the department 
hadn’t complied with the direc-
tion of the central government 
to recover the expenditure on 
vehicles. It was also observed 
that during 2013-14, the depart-
ment had incurred INR 32 lakh 
for conducting baseline survey 
on rural sanitation and booked 
this expenditure under ‘Support’ 
component of the NRDWP fund. 
The GMS pipes costing INR 58.63 
lakh issued by Store division, 
Dimapur to Tuensang division in 
2014 didn’t reach the destination 
till July 2017. The department was 
also silent on the non-receipt of 
material worth INR 1.80 crore 
at Store division, Dimapur even 
though full payment had been 
made to the suppliers, said the 
CAG report.

The inspection team found 

out that from 52 schemes out of 
the total 1048 in the state that 
three costing INR 2.67 crore dur-
ing 2014-16 didn’t exist though 
it was mentioned completed 
as on March 2017. The report 
revealed that there were several 
incomplete, sub-standard and 
non-functional projects, putting 
the loss to several crore of rupees.

It has also been revealed that 
69 percent (1,620 out of 2,362 
schools) government schools 
have safe and clean drinking wa-
ter, while the 1,501 anganwadis, 
which are supposed to be cov-
ered under NRDWP programme, 
weren’t covered during 2012-17.

Urban Development  
department 
The Director, Urban Devel-
opment Department (UDD) 

proposed a project for construc-
tion of a burial and cremation 
ground at Kohima at a cost of 
INR 15 crore under “10 per cent 
lumpsum provision for develop-
ment of north eastern states” in 
2013 to the ministry of Urban 
Development, which was ap-
proved. The central government 
had released INR 6.86 crore in 
two installments for the project 
and the state government re-
leased an amount of INR 2.94 
crore as its share to the depart-
ment but the work was discon-
tinued after spending INR 1.62 
crore as the Village Councils ob-
jected to it. The department had 
claimed (August 2017) that an 
alternate site had been identi-
fied and work would soon begin 
but no evidence was furnished 
on the same.

Audit says it all: Fictional projects flourish in Nagaland

Congress throwing muck, conspiring 
to topple me — Modi  |  P8

Modric, Marta win Best FIFA 
player 2018 awards  |  P12

Bill Cosby faces 5-10 years 
in jail for sexual assault  |  P10

ba-Guzunyu-Pughoboto-
Zunheboto-Aghunato-
Noklak-Pangsha road; the 
‘trans-eastern highway Mon-
Longwa-Pangsha-Kiphire-
Avangkhu road; NH-29 to 
NH-29 Dimapur bypass; 
Gandhi Ashram-Chuchuy-
imlang (NH-2) to Pangsha 
ITC; Maibong-Tening in Na-
galand to Tamenglong via 
Tamei in Manipur; and  the 
Ramani Ali Simulguri-Bihu-
bor road in Assam to Mon in 
Nagaland. 

“This will enable the 
state government to provide 
maintenance of the roads 
on a regular basis. Presently, 
the roads are not maintained 
due to resource constraints 
of the state,” the CMO said.

Likewise, Rio sought 
approval, and ‘sanction,’ 

for the proposed two-lane 
trans-Nagaland highway, 
or the foothill road, during 
the financial year 2018-19. 
The project is a three-phase 
work, the updates said. The 
chief minister requested the 
Union minister to appoint 
consultancy services for two 
phases of the project for 
2018-19.
Damage compensation: 
Rio stated commitment to 
provide land for free to de-
velop four Special Acceler-
ated Road Development 
Programme for North East 
(SARDP-NE) roads in Naga-
land. That said, decision has 
been taken that the National 
Highways and Infrastructure 
Development Corporation 
(NHIDCL) would compen-
sate affected owners for 

damage to property assets, 
the CMO stated. 

“Presently, eligible com-
pensation to damages are 
properties which include 
structures, buildings, planta-
tions (bamboo, commercial 
trees), fisheries, miscellane-
ous properties like wells, ir-
rigation canals, drains, walls, 
reservoir tanks, retaining 
walls etc.”

The chief minister was 
stated to have urged the 
ministry to direct the NHID-
CL to review its ‘present 
practice of deducting fi-
nance against terrace fields, 
and vacant buildings on the 
plea that the land is provided 
free of cost for the projects.’ 
Rio argued that substantial 
investment is made or in-
curred when developing as-

sets in hilly areas.  Therefore, 
the CMO stated, damage to 
terrace fields, and vacant 
buildings are a direct loss to 
owners as they give income 
and serve them economi-
cally. Rio urged for proper 
compensation; the ministry 
has agreed, the CMO stated 
in the updates.
Changtongya-Longleng 
road: Rio informed that the 
chief secretary had con-
vened a meeting with three 
village councils and the 
NHIDCL due to objections 
raised by landowners. The 
villages had objected to 
surveys and had requested 
“re-survey” in the presence 
of land owners in accord-
ance with National Highway 
specifications, the CMO 
stated. “NHIDCL has agreed 

for the re-survey of the exist-
ing road alignment with a 
new consultant keeping in 
mind the concern expressed 
by the three village councils.” 

On his part, the state-
ment read, Nitin Gadkari 
reviewed the national 
highways and SARDP road 
projects in Nagaland and 
assured to extend all pos-
sible help and assistance to 
complete the projects early. 
‘He also replied to a question 
raised by deputy chief minis-
ter and minister in-charge of 
National Highways, Y Patton, 
regarding the status of the 
Pfutsero-Jessami road and 
assured to provide funds 
to the BRO (Border Roads 
Organisation) for repair and 
maintenance of the road,’ 
the CMO stated.
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LED lighted: Phek Government 
College becomes energy-efficient

Dimapur women trained in 
opening food processing units

Tourism department observes 
Swachhata Pakhwada at Kisama

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): Phek Govern-
ment College, Phek became the first 
educational institution in the district 
to become fully LED lighted for which a 
certificate was presented by the Depu-
ty Commissioner, Orenthung Lotha on 
Sep. 24. The LED bulbs were donated to 
the college by the Alumni Association 
of Phek Government College. 

LED or Light emitting diodes bulbs 
are said to be up to 80% more efficient 
than traditional lighting such as fluores-
cent and incandescent lights. 95% of the 
energy in LEDs is converted into light 
and only 5% is wasted as heat. 

DC Phek congratulated the Principal 
and faculty and staff for their tireless 
services rendered towards uplift of the 
college despite the numerous con-
straints. He also appreciated the Alumni 

Association for their support and con-
cern towards the college and their alma 
mater. 

Principal Dr. V. Mekhro thanked the 
DC Phek who is also the Advisory board 
chairman and the district administra-
tion Phek for their continuous support 
to the college. He said that a lot of posi-
tive developments being initiated by the 
department of higher education through 
the involvement of the deputy commis-
sioner and his sub-ordinate officers be-
sides the financial grant from the Local 
Area Development Programme (LADP), 
for which the principal thanked the 
legislators of the district, a DIPR news 
bulletin reported. 

It may be noted here that the Phek 
Government College is to be assessed by 
NAAC (UGC) during October-November.  

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
With an aim to make them 
financially self-reliant, fif-
teen women representa-
tives from 10 Self-Help 
Groups (SHG) from differ-
ent localities of Dimapur 
II were trained on how to 
start their own small-scale 
ginger candy and pineap-
ple juice processing units 
during a week long pro-
gramme from Sep. 19-25. 

A press release re-
ceived here informed that 
the training was funded 
by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Farmers’ Welfare, 
Government of India (GoI) 

and Skill India GoI in asso-
ciation with Skill Training 
of Rural Youth (STRY)  pro-
gramme under National 
Institute of Agricultural 
Extension Management 
(MANAGE) and State Agri-
cultural Management and 
Extension Training Insti-
tute (SAMETI), Nagaland 
and conducted by Zatara 
Pvt. Ltd. 

During the training 
programme, the women 
were imparted knowl-
edge on food preserva-
tion, processing, packag-
ing, FSSAI standards and 
regulations branding and 

marketing of their prod-
ucts. 

The resource persons 
were Sentinaro Alley and 
Washipong Longkumer 
from Zatara and Senti-
benla and Tzubentula 
from ATMA Dimapur, in-
formed the release. 

The Zatara Pvt. Ltd 
t h a n k e d  t h e  c e n t ra l 
government ministries, 
MANAGE, SAMETI and 
ATMA Dimapur for their 
support and providing 
the SHGs a stepping stone 
towards financial inde-
pendence, the release fur-
ther stated. 

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
In keeping with the ini-
tiative of the NDA Govern-
ment under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to make 
clean India a reality, the 
Nagaland Tourism Depart-
ment along with Naga-
land Tourism Association 
observed Swachhata Pa-
khwada under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission on Sep. 25 
at Naga Heritage village, 
Kisama. 

A press release issued 
by Neteno Yhoshu from the 
Directorate of Tourism stat-
ed that the programme was 
led by Advisor for Tourism, 

Arts and Culture, H. Khe-
hovi Yepthomi and Secre-
tary Tourism, T. Mhabemo 
Yanthan.

Advisor Yepthomi, in 
his message, stated that the 
Naga Heritage village rep-
resents all the Naga com-
munity and only one tribe, 
and therefore, appealed 
all the tribes, neighbour-
ing villages and visitors 
alike to have a sense of 
responsibility and concern 
for the surroundings and 
make cleanliness as part of 
the Naga lifestyle and con-
tinue to sustain Kisama as a 
plastic-free zone. 

With regard to the up-
coming Hornbill Festival 
2018, the advisor said that 
tourism being the nodal de-
partment for the event will 
endeavour towards making 
the festival a plastic-free 
and ecologically friendly as 
the main priority. 

He sought the coopera-
tion of the PHE department 
for providing more waste 
bins in strategic locations 
and restore the pipelines 
which were damaged dur-
ing the monsoon season 
to ensure the well-being 
and welfare of all involved, 
stated the press statement. 

Seminar on girl child rights held in Longleng 
Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): One 
day seminar on the ‘Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao Yojhana’ was held at 
Mt. Carmel School, Longleng on 
September 25. The seminar was 
organized for the girl students 
from class 7 to 10 and also for the 
mothers with Akangjungla from 
The Morung Express, Dimapur as 
the resource person.

The seminar was organised 
with the objective to raise aware-
ness on girl child empowerment 
through the medium of education 
and “celebrating the birth of a girl 
child and being proud of them 
just as we are about our boys,” 
a press release received here in-
formed. 

T h e  r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n , 
Akangjungla, while dwelling on 
the flagship programme of the 
central government, stated that 
the programme was introduced in 
2015 after the government of India 
recognised that “coordinated and 
convergent efforts are needed to 
ensure survival, protection and 
empowerment of the girl child.”

 She said that the core objec-
tives of this scheme are: Preven-
tion of gender biased sex selective 
elimination; Ensuring survival & 
protection of the girl child; Ensur-
ing education and participation of 

the girl child. 
While stressing on the impor-

tance of education, Akangjungla 
said that educated women and 
girls have better opportunities 
and life choices; she also said that 
educated women have greater 
voice in the family and com-
munity affairs and more likely to 
participate in decision making; 
have better job opportunities and 
are more able to contribute to the 
family income. She also said that 
educated mothers are more likely 
to send all their children to school; 
have healthier pregnancies result-
ing in lower maternal mortality 

rates etc. 
Also referring to the global 

goals set by the United Nation 
on “why empowering adolescent 
girls matters to all of us”; the 
speaker quoted, “It’s her right. 
More than an issue of gender, this 
is a human rights issue and every 
girl has the right to go to school, 
stay safe from violence, access 
health services, and fully partici-
pate in her community.”

She also stated that educat-
ed and empowered girls build 
healthier families, become an im-
portant key to breaking the cycle 
of poverty for families by invest-

ing back into her family and also 
strengthens economies.

“More than anything else, 
educating and empowering a girl 
child is the right thing to do and 
therefore, we have the collective 
obligation to guard her rights and 
support her welfare,” she further 
stated. 

Earlier, a poem dedicated to 
every girl child titled ‘Bouquet 
of Flowers’ was recited by Ayen, 
while the headmistress of the 
school, Amenla T Imsong wel-
comed the audience. A short skit 
by class 7 girl students was also 
presented. 

STATE

Zbto. dist. disaster management 
authority to meet on Sep. 28 
Deputy Commissioner Zunheboto, Shanavas C, IAS 
has informed all the members of Zunheboto District 
Disaster Management Authority (ZDDMA) of a meet-
ing to be held on Sep. 28 from 12:00 noon at his office 
chambers to discuss some pertinent issues relating 
to disaster management in the district.  The agenda 
to be discussed include setting up of District Emer-
gency Operation Centre (DEOC), setting up of District 
Disaster Management Authority Cell, designation 
of one dealing assistant solely for Disaster Manage-
ment, notification of ZDDMA quarterly meeting, 
Indian Disaster Resources Network (IDRN),setting 
up of Sub-division Disaster Management Authority, 
conduct workshop on Incident Response System, 
wireless handset for all ZDDMA members and any 
other agenda.  A DIPR update informed all concerned 
to attend the meeting in person without fail and not 
to send any sub-ordinate officer. The DC warned that 
action will be initiated against any officer who fails to 
attend the meeting without valid reasons.  

DSSU to provide bus service 
for convocation 
Dimapur Sumi Students Union will be providing bus 
services for sumi students at various pickup points 
and routes  for the fresher’s meet cum felicitation 
to be held on  Sep. 27 at IMC hall, Dimapur. The 
union has requested Dimapur traffic personals to 
give safe passage to busses on DSSU duty for the 
convenience of the students.  Meanwhile DSSU has 
informed students to be gathered at the mentioned 
pickup points by 7.30 amat the following locations:  
Lhomithi gate via jain temple via dhobinalla to 
IMC hall;  Greenwood school via GHSS via east 
Police Station via public commerce college to 
IMC Hall;   St. Mary Montessori Hr. Sec. School via 
Christian Hr sec school via City tower to IMC hall; 
Eastern Christian College via city tower to IMC 
hall. It asked all concerned to contact the following 
numbers -- 919856507383/917005250336 -- for any 
information. 

DMC to observe World Rabies Day 
The Dimapur Municipal Council Veterinary and Pub-
lic Health Cell will be observing the World Rabies Day 
on Sep. 28 at the DMC office premises by giving free 
anti-rabies vaccines from 8:00 am till 3:00 pm. The 
DMC administrator, Moa Sangtam has instructed all 
the ward/colony chairmen and GBs to notify all dog 
owners in their respective colonies to avail the op-
portunity without fail. 

Nagaland Bar Association to meet 
on September 28
The Nagaland Bar Association (NBA) has convened 
a general body meeting Sep. 28 from 11:00 am at its 
office, located at District Court premises, Dimapur. 
The NBA Secretary, V. Hukavi Zhimomi, in a press 
note informed that the issues to be discussed are 
the adoption of the official logo and motto of the 
association. Other important issues to be discussed 
are the resumption of the ‘State Bar rolls’ and other 
allied matters. All members are therefore requested 
to attend the meeting positively.

Taxes dept. to conduct refresher 
training in TDS 
The Commissioner of State Taxes, Kesonyu Yhome 
IAS on has informed that the department of taxes 
would be conducting refresher training on TDS (Tax 
deducted at source) under the GST (Goods and Ser-
vices Tax) in the state from Oct. 4-6th at the training 
hall of the office of the Commissioner of State Taxes, 
Nagaland, Dimapur.  The commissioner requested 
the DDO of all the departments to attend the train-
ing as per the scheduled date arranged for their re-
spective departments. Yhome further requested all 
the participating officers to fill up the requisite form 
and submit it to him via email at cotgon@rediffmail.
com on or before Sep.26.  

Senior citizens’ annual meeting 
on Oct. 25 
The Nagaland Senior Citizens Association (NSCA), 
Kohima on has informed all concerned senior citizens 
of Nagaland that an annual general body meeting 
for election of the new executive members for a new 
tenure would be held on Oct. 25 from 10 am at the Red 
Cross conference hall, Kohima. 

NEWS IN BRIEFIndustries and Commerce department 
endeavours for product standardisation

Officials of the Tourism department during the observance of the Swachhata Pakhwada at Kisama Heritage 
Village on September 25

Resource person, teachers, parents and students at the seminar on the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Yojhana that was conducted at Mt. Carmel 
School, in Longleng on September 25.

CEO of the NABCB Anil Jauhri speaking during the seminar on standards, technical regulation, conformity assessment and accreditation that was 
conducted at the directorate of Industries and Commerce, in Kohima on September 25.

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
A one day sensitisation 
program on Standards, 
Technical Regulation, 
Conformity Assessment 
and Accreditation was held 
at Directorate of Industries 
and Commerce Kohima 
on Sep. 25. The program 
was organized by the Di-
rectorate of Industries and 
Commerce in collabora-
tion with National Accredi-
tation Board for Certifica-
tion Bodies (NBCB) and 
Quality Council of India 
(QCI).

A DIPR news update 
stated that the CEO of NA-
BCB Anil Jauhri said that 
it is estimated worldwide 
that 60 to 70% of various 
trades are due to stand-
ards. He said that stand-
ards have become the 
most important thing and 
it is very necessary now for 
everyone to know about 
standards. 

 He said that it is 
very important for all sec-

Prog. on standards, technical regulation, conformity assessment and accreditation held at Kohima

tions of society -- govern-
ment, industry or serv-
ice industry -- need to be 
aware of how standards 
will impact in terms of 
their survival.

Admitting that not 
everybody can be an ex-
pert but can have a broad 
view on how it impacts us, 
Jauhri said that standards 
keep changing and it is a 
battle for all to understand 

the importance of stand-
ards. 

Expressing happiness 
at the government’s reali-
sation on the importance 
of standardisation which 
“has become an issue 
that is causing a problem’, 
Jauhri said that the pur-
pose of the training is to 
create awareness on the 
basics which would help 
all the participants to have 

a broad understanding of 
the issues which is actually 
happening in the domestic 
and international market. 

Commissioner and 
Secretary of Industries and 
Commerce, Lithrongla G. 
Chishi IAS, underscored 
the importance of stand-
ardisation and certifica-
tion in the modern com-
petitive world. 

She said that though 

the topic might be very 
new for the people of Na-
galand, but asserted that 
it is very important if the 
Naga people have to com-
pete in the international 
market. 

She therefore, particu-
larly encouraged the agri. 
and allied department, 
handloom, bio-resource 
and bamboo to make the 
best use of the training ‘as 

they will be the forerunner 
in creating awareness and 
imparting training to other 
departments in the future’.  

Apart from the NABCB 
CEO, Anil Jauhri, the other 
resource persons were Pro-
fessor Murali Kallummal 
Department of Commerce 
and S. Krishnamurthy, 
Lead Assessor NABCB. 

Various topics like 
WTO agreement on stand-
ard and conformity and 
their assessment, accredi-
tation: the global and na-
tional infrastructure and 
its benefits, understanding 
conformity assessment, 
national measurement 
system in India and its in-
ternational linkages, chal-
lenges of standards and 
conformity assessment 
and emerging regulatory 
regime will be discussed 
in the day long sessions, 
the Directorate of Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
(DIPR) stated in a news 
update. 

ENPO, MP Tokheho mourn 
Imtikumzuk’s death 

NSCN (IM) condoles with member’s demise

PRSU condoles with death of GB

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): The Eastern 
Nagaland Peoples’ Organisation on Tue. 
mourned the death of MLA Imtikumzuk 
Longkumer, Advisor Sericulture and Ex-
cise, who passed away at Apollo Hospital, 
New Delhi on Sep. 22.

“With his untimely demise the state 
has lost a visionary and upright leader,” 
the ENPO stated through its media cell 
while at the same time extending heart-
felt condolences to the bereaved family 
members.   

MP Tokheho 
Deeply condoling the death of Long-

kumer, Loka Sabha MP, Tokheho Yepthomi 
has condoled the untimely demise of Long-
kumer whom he regarded as a person who 
had the calibre to contribute in governance 
and to our state. Saying that Longkumer 
was a humble person who had the will for 
goodness towards all he knew and stood 
by his word, the MP said that the demise of 
Longkumer has left a vaccuum amongst the 
upcoming generation of leaders in our state. 

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): The NSCN (IM) 
has expressed deep pain over the un-
timely demise of ‘Lieut. Col (retd) Zhukiye 
Awomi, Kilonser from Kehoi village under 
the ‘Union Territory’ who passed away 
on Sep. 22 after suffering a cardiac ar-
rest and breathed his last at a hospital in 
Bangalore. 

The MIP, NSCN (IM), in a condolence 
message, stated that the deceased was 
born in the year 1958 and joined the ‘na-

tional service’ on January 8, 1985. 
 “He was a man of integrity and a de-

voted national worker who stood through 
thick and thin in the National Struggle and 
served the Nation in various capacities 
until his demise. His demise is a great loss 
for the Naga nation. His contribution to 
the Naga cause shall ever be honored and 
cherished by all,” stated the MIP while 
extending heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family members. 

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): The Pathso 
Range Students’ Union (PRSU) on Tue. 
expressed deep sadness over the death of 
Pushia, Head GB of Kingniu village who 
passed away on Sep. 24. 

A condolence message from the PRSU 
assistant info. and publicity secy. Khu-
mong stated that the deceased Head GB 
was a great leader who served the society 

dearly in all spheres and whose contribu-
tions, as one of the pioneers, especially 
to the union during its initial days, are 
immense. 

“The void created by his passing will 
be hard to fill by the community and Path-
so range in particular,” stated the release 
while extending heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family members. 

Condolences
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Limasunep Jamir inaugurates the new building of Axis Bank’s Lhomithi Bazaar branch, in Dimapur on 
September 25.

EM Images

Keneizhakho Nakhro seen here along with other attendees at the launch of Mahindra First Choice Service 
in Kohima on Tuesday.

EM Images
Media persons, and staff and officials of the Health and Family Welfare department, seen here at the 
workshop at Hotel Vivor on Tuesday.

Programme for sustainable 
horticulture in Nagaland held 

Media sensitisation workshop on MRV campaign held 

Mahindra First Choice Services franchise opens in Kohima 

Axis bank opens tenth branch office 

PHED launches Swachhagrahis in Dimapur 

Dimapur, Sep. 25: The depart-
ment of horticulture organised a 
programme on the theme “bridg-
ing the gap towards sustainable 
horticulture in Nagaland “ under 
the patronage of Governor, PB 
Acharya  on September 24, at Capi-
tal Convention Centre, Kohima, 
sponsored by the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Cooperation & Farmers’ 
Welfare, government of India.

Mission for Integrated Devel-
opment of Horticulture (MIDHC) 
is a centrally sponsored scheme 
for the holistic growth of the Hor-
ticulture sector covering fruits, 
vegetables, root and tuber crops, 
mushroom, spices, flowers, aro-
matic plants, coconut, cashew, 
cocoa and bamboo. MIDH will 
work closely with National Mis-
sion on Sustainable Agriculture 
(NMSA) towards development of 
micro-irrigation for all horticulture 
crops and protected cultivation in 
farmer’s field.

The governor, in his brief ad-
dress, said that India is a land of vil-
lages and is an agricultural country, 
where 68-70% of total population 
are in agricultural sector. He added 
that India was the richest country 
thousands of years ago and even to-
day India is rich but Indians are poor 
and that is a thing to ponder upon.

Acharya said unless the North-
east develops,  India cannot 
progress, so he appealed to all to 
change the mindset, be respon-

sible, be a true Christian and ask 
oneself whether they are doing 
the right thing because “whatever 
situation we are in today, it is our 
own creation and if one state is not 
strong than India is not strong.”

He further said India produces 
3, 00,000 graduates every year 
comes out but many are not em-
ployable, therefore, he said uni-
versities should provide education 
which will help the state to create 
wealth and empowerment and also 
see that young people are taught 
to be giver of jobs rather than job 
seekers.

He also mentioned that edu-
cation and horticulture are the 
backbone and farmers have the 
duty to make Nagaland a “golden 
Nagaland.” Therefore, he urged 
that whoever is empowered with 
education and position should see 
that requirements to make Naga-
land self sufficient, which will be 
the first step for golden Nagaland.

Principal Secretary (Horti) 
MK Mero, in his keynote address, 
informed that the horticulture 
department over the years has 
introduced new schemes and 
horticulture technology has spread 
across the State. Sixteen depart-
mental farm has helped in achiev-
ing to bring fruits and flowers into 
commercial scale production.

He lamented that within few 
years time, they will be facing the 
problem of marketing, being a hilly 

area transportation of big trucks is 
a problem and also domestic cargo 
facility is not available exporting to 
other states will be a big issue.

He also pointed that there are 
several schemes under National 
Board of Horticulture but Nagaland 
state cannot avail much of the 
schemes due to fund constraints as 
for the last 10 to 11 years only INR 
1 cr. was sanctioned for Nagaland. 
He believed that there will soon be 
a possibility of availing 50% grants 
and organic chain value.

He expressed that the farm-
ers should be made more aware 
through seminars and workshops 
in the state along with the financial 
institutions because the state credit 
availability ratio is 33-35% which is 
very low.

He further informed that mar-
keting which is the main issue will 
be looked into by the department 
and facilitate a wholesale market 
for the horticulture and agricul-
ture products very soon. He added 
that state organic policy would 
be certified within 2 to 3 years for 
the producers. He said that the 
department intends to put more 
products to organic certification 
process. The department is also 
taking lots of initiatives to help the 
farmers to develop a commercial 
scale production.

Atul R Patwardhan from Chin-
damani Consultancy & Services, in 
his address, highlighted the various 

subsidy schemes under National 
Horticulture Board and on how to 
avail the schemes. He also informed 
on how to start horticulture and 
floriculture projects in the state. 
He said that from 2009 till date, 
only 10 farmers participated in the 
horticulture board scheme which 
could be due to lack of awareness 
on the schemes. He appraised on 
the advantages of participation in 
the government schemes, where 
farmers availing the government 
schemes can get subsidy and get 
term loans from bank and also get 
the opportunity to use modern 
technique of farming.

He further highlighted on the 
degradation which is a mandatory 
component of high tech cultivation 
project that saves water usage and 
also highlighted on the schemes 
available for pipeline, water tank, 
and water pond of plastic lining.

He briefed on planting ma-
terials, where farmers in order to 
get any good produce should use 
virus free and healthy plants for 
purchase. He further added that 
the government has given certain 
norms for any work and farm-
ers have to complete the project 
within the certain norms set by the 
government.

He said that projects are given 
not only to farmers but to several 
agencies and local manpower as 
well, so that problems of unem-
ployment can also be solved.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 25(EMN): 
A daylong sensitisation 
workshop on Measles and 
Rubella Vaccination (MRV) 
campaign for media per-
sons was organixed by the 
Health and family welfare 
department at Hotel Vivor 
in Kohima.

Dr. Maulik Shah, health 
officer UNICEF while en-
lightening the gathering 
said the statewide MRV 
campaign will be kicked off 
by the chief minister on Oc-
tober 3 at Seikhazou Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima and will 
target to vaccinate five lakh 
children between the age 
of nine months to fifteen 
years during the campaign. 
He also mentioned that 
government was undergo-
ing this campaign to com-
pletely eradicate measles 
and rubella from the coun-
try by the year 2020.

He said India constitute 
a major chunk of people 
in the world who were af-
fected by this two dreaded 
diseases. He also cited il-
literacy as one of the main 
reasons behind the lack of 
awareness in the country.

Shah also said that the 
vaccine will be given in all 
schools, community ses-
sions, anganwadi centres 
and government health 
centres. He also added that 
the vaccine will be admin-
istered to every child even 
if they were already been 
given the MR/MMR vac-
cine earlier.

Marykali Yepthomi, 
SBCC consultant, UNICEF 
explained that media will 
play a pivotal role to cre-
ate mass public awareness 
about the campaign and 
also to dispel rumours and 
negative public opinions 
through sensationaliSed 
information and dismissive 
arguments about the vac-
cine and the programme 
that were being circulated 
in various social media 

Eastern Mirror Desk            
Dimapur, Sep. 25:  In an 
effort to cater the needs of 
its customers, Axis Bank 
has opened its branch of-
fice at Lhomithi colony on 
September 25. The open-
ing of the branch office 
marked the tenth of its 
branch across the state. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, cluster head of 
Axis Bank Nikato Sema, 
expounded on the advan-
tages offered by the bank 
to benefit the customers 
in getting access to the 
services, particularly to 
people in the area. Being 
a new bank in the locality, 
Sema encouraged peo-
ple to have access to the 
branch for quality service. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, commission-

er of police, Limasunep 
Jamir, vouched for a qual-
ity and reliable financial 
institution in the state. 
He has called upon all the 
banks including govern-
ment undertakings and 
private banks to improve 
quality in catering to the 
needs of the customers. 
In conveying best wishes 
to the newly launched 
b ra n c h  o f f i c e,  Ja m i r 
hoped that the branch 
office would live up to the 
expectation of the cus-
tomers in tune with the 
changing time.

Citing instances result-
ing in breach of security 
norms, Jamir urged the 
banking staff to ensure 
security to customers. He 
further asked the bank of-
ficials to undertake proper 

verification in order to 
avoid any fraudulent ac-
tivity which is rampant in 
the present day situation.  
Jamir also urged them to 
prioritise the safety and 
security of the depositor 
and advised them to be 
always prepared in provid-
ing best of service to the 
people. 

Deputy vice president, 
Asenla Chuba, who will 
take charge of the Lhom-
ithi Bazaar branch as man-
ager for the time being, 
informed that the new 
branch will operate from 
next week onwards. She 
expressed pride to note 
that Axis bank is one of 
the first private financial 
institutions in winning the 
hearts of the people since 
its inception in 2006. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 25: The department of 
Public Health Engineering, Urban and 
Rural division, Dimapur has launched 
“Swachhagrahis-Cleanliness Agent” in 
Nagaland’s commercial hub, Dimapur. 
The programme was launched under the 
directive of ministry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation, and also in continuation 
with the Swachhata Hi Seva movement. 
The launching programme was conduct-
ed on Sep. 24 at Town hall in Dimapur.

Swachhagrahis are called as ‘foot 
soldiers’ whose duties are to implement 
Community Approaches to Sanitation 
(CAS) at the village levels. They are the 
ambassadors for cleanliness and mo-
tivators to bring about safe sanitation 
practices. Swachhagrahis are identified 
as the catalysts to making India an open 
defecation-free (ODF) nation.

The extra assistant commissioner of 
Dimapur, Tsidi Hairang who attended the 
programme as the special guest exhorted 
the Swachhagrahis to propagate the mes-
sage of cleanliness in their villages. He 
further mentioned that people living in 

the villages should be taught to make use 
of toilets for hygienic living. 

L Tongpang Longkumer, the execu-
tive engineer, PHED Rural division spoke 
about Swachhata Hi Seva movement 
which was launched on Sep. 15. He high-
lighted the status of toilet constructions 
in Dimapur district, while lauding the 
remarkable achievements made through 
the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

Sub divisional officer of PHED, 
Ichirang Zeliang told Eastern Mirror that 
Swachhagrahis will act as facilitators be-
tween the villages and the PHED. Zeliang 
informed that the Swachhagrahis would 
be appointed by the department.

“The number of Swachhagrahis will 
range from one to two depending on its 
population. However, it could be more 
if the population is very large,” Zeliang 
said. 

The SDO underlined the role of 
Swachhagrahis as crucial in achieving an 
ODF status across the country. He men-
tioned that Swachhagrahis had to play 
major role in the nation’s goal to achieve 
ODF villages and districts by 2019. 

platforms in the state.
She also said the central 

government is doing their 
best effort to enhance and 
make every child avail this 
vaccine and thereby eradi-

cate measles-rubella dis-
eases from the country by 
2020. She also mentioned 
that the programme has 
the political commitment 
and will from the top to the 

grass root level.
Earlier,  Dr.  Atoshe 

Sema, State Immunisa-
tion officer presented the 
introduction about the 
MRV campaign and the 

role of media for the suc-
cess of the programme, 
which was followed

by  an open discus-
sion amongst  the at-
tendees where Dr. Shiela, 
SMO(WHO) led the panel. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 25 (EMN): Ma-
hindra First Choice Services, 
a leading multi-brand car 
workshop company centre 
of the Ngunyü Enterprise 
was launched at Rutsa, By-
pass NH-29 T Khel model 
village in Kohima on Tues-
day. 

The centre was dedi-
cated by vicar general and 
parish priest of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral church Fr. Caro-
lus Neisalhou Kuotsu. 

MLA Keneizhakho Na-
khro who attended the oc-
casion as special guest ac-
knowledged the enterprise 
for providing jobs to the 
youth as well to provide 

quality service to the cus-
tomers. He further appreci-
ated the Ngunyü Enterprise 
chairman FP Solo for the 
initiative. 

FP Solo who chaired the 
launching programme said 
the centre was launched 
with the aim to offer com-
plete and comprehensive 
car solution under one roof 
and to provide quality spare 
parts and services at very 
competitive prices.  A rep-
resentative from Mahindra, 
Guwahati said the centre 
is the 12th in the Northeast 
and assured that the compa-
ny would provide genuine 
and original car parts with 
best service in the state. 
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NFR detects about 60,000 ticketless 
passengers in August; exacts 4.18 cr. fines

Bru repatriation ends: Only 31 
families return in govt. latest effort

Nagaland governor PB Acharya takes 
part in Swachh Bharat Mission at Guwahati 

JD (U) launches party 
unit in Assam; Nagaland 
unit congratulates 

South Naga elders 
want 20 MLA seats 
for hill districts 

Assam’s debt up 73 pc; development spending down 47 pc

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
The Northeast Frontier 
Railway (NFR) has detected 
59,463 cases of passengers 
travelling without ticket 
or irregular ticket in the 
month of August this year 
as against 28,427 in 2017 
which indicates a steep 
rise in the number of pas-
sengers travelling without 
valid train tickets. 

The NFR has also ex-
acted an amount of INR 
4.18 crore in the form of 
fine from the defaulters 
which led to a recorded 
increase of about 150% 
in the earning as penalty 
from the ticketless travel-
lers, informed Pranav Jyoti 
Sharma, the Chief Public 
Relations Officer (CPRO) 
of the NFR informed in a 
press statement received 
here on Tuesday. 

The CPRO said  that 
during the period from 
April to August this year, 
as many as 3,39,906 num-
bers of passengers were 
detected to be travelling 
either without ticket or with 

Passengers crowd around a train to board it.

PB Acharya, in blue coat, taking part in the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan North East States programme at Guwahati on Tuesday Sep. 25.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1948SUD0KU 1788
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Toothed wheel
 4. Slang for nose
 8. 70s Swedish rock group
 12. Mimick
 13. Alms box
 14. A spongelike cake leavened with 

yeast
 15. Develop or ripen
 17. Scholem ____, Yiddish author
 18. Delights
 19. Cause cell destruction
 21. Lily
 23. Pertaining to Wales
 26. “Darth Vader of ____”
 29. Velocity
 31. Your consciousness of your own 

identity
 32. Ponds
 33. Viet ___
 34. Ancient calculating machines
 36. Capital of Switzerland
 37. Indian tribe
 38. Greek portico
 40. Saudi Arabian king
 42. Deletes
 46. French for “Friends”
 48. Used for wearing down, 

smoothing or polishing
 50. Thou ____ protest too much
 51. Hard fat around the kidneys and 

loins in beef and mutton
 52. One of twelve sons of Jacob
 53. Interdental fricatives (phonetic 

symbol)
 54. English park
 55. Termination point 

 DOWN
 1. Arrived
 2. Opaque gem
 3. Japanese clogs
 4. More barren
 5. Expungings
 6. Portray

 7. Pauline ____, film critic
 8. Humbled
 9. Line running from home 

plate through either 1st 
or 3rd base

 10. British 
broadcaster 

 11. Express pleasure
 16. Southewestern American 

state
 20. Certainly or 

assuredly(archaic)
 22. Female horses
 24. Sun
 25. A song of praise to God
 26. Line formed by joining 

two pieces
 27. Southeast Nigerian people
 28. Acanthopterygian
 30. Vexed
 32. A lot 
 35. Seashores

 36. Blats
 39. Speak
 41. Telegraphic signal
 43. A line segment forming 

part of the perimeter of a 
plane figure

 44. Welsh for John
 45. A way to transport
 46. Turns into noun
47. Fashionable (60s slang)
49. Purchase
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irregular tickets in trains 
against 2,75,173 number 
detected cases during the 
corresponding period of 
last year. 

An amount of INR 23.42 
cr. was realised as fine dur-
ing April to August this year 
as compared to INR 17.45 

cr. during the correspond-
ing period of last year. 

Sharma stated that in 
terms of cases detected, the 
NFR has shown an increase 
of 34.22% over the last year 
achievement as against the 
Indian Railways growth of 
16.34% which is the highest 

amongst all zonal railways. 
The NFR officials have 

been conducting surprise 
ticket checking drive in 
Mail Express and passen-
ger trains to curb ticketless 
travel and also to provide 
comfortable journey to 
genuine passengers, he 

informed.
The officer mentioned 

that Section 137, of the 
Indian Railway Act of 1989 
stipulates that passengers 
travelling without ticket, 
improper ticket or un-
booked luggage as an of-
fence which is punishable 
by imprisonment or fine 
or both. 

Moreover, he said that 
the NFR, to discourage 
ticketless travellers, has 
also put systems in place 
whereby surprise ticket 
checking drive is conduct-
ed by ‘flying ticket checking 
squads of divisions as well 
as headquarter’. 

B e s i d e s ,  ‘ f o r t r e s s 
checks’ are also conducted 
in stations for which task 
officers are nominated at 
Hq. and divisional levels 
from different department 
who are accompanied by 
security personal from 
Railway Protection Force 
and Govt. Railway Police, 
informed the chief pub-
lic relations officer of the 
NFR. 

Aizawl, Sep 25 (PTI): Of the 
5,407 Bru refugee families, 
only 31 have returned from 
their camps in Tripura to 
Mizoram during the stipu-
lated one month of repa-
triation, which ended on 
Tuesday, Mizoram home 
department officials said.

Now, those who re-
mained in the six relief 
camps face an uncertain 
future as the Centre had ear-
lier warned that assistance 
doled out to them would be 
stopped from October 1.

“Only 31 Bru refugee 
families have reached Mi-
zoram since August 25. We 
have unofficial information 
that 16 more are willing to 
return and they will reach 
Mizoram by today or to-
morrow,” the officials said.

Noticing the tardy re-
sponse of the refugees to 
the process, the Mizoram 
government had termed the 
final repatriation process a 
“futile exercise” earlier this 
month.

“It is to be seen whether 
the Centre stops assistance 
for the inmates of the six 
Bru relief camps by October 
1 as was warned earlier,” a 
state home department of-
ficial said.

The Bru refugees in the 
Tripura relief camps used 
to receive free ration and 
subsistence allowance of Rs 
5 per day per person from 
the Centre.

In a November-2016 
survey, 32,876 Brus belong-
ing to 5,407 families were 
identified as bona fide res-
idents of Mizoram, who 
could be repatriated. How-
ever, a study conducted 
later found that just 2,753 
people belonging to 423 
families expressed their 
willingness to return.

Meanwhile, Bru leaders 
in the relief camps alleged 
that a group of Brus object-
ed to the repatriation proc-
ess and asked the people 
not to return to Mizoram.

They even obstructed 
those willing to return to 
Mizoram and threatened 
Mizoram Bru Displaced 
People’s Forum (MBDPF) 
leaders through social me-
dia for which a police com-
plaint was lodged, they said.

The Centre was earlier 
optimistic about Bru fami-
lies returning to Mizoram 
during the repatriation 
process after an agreement 
was inked on July 3 between 
Union Home Minister Ra-

jnath Singh, chief ministers 
of Mizoram and Tripura and 
MBDPF chief A Sawibunga 
in Delhi.

The agreement stipu-
lated that Rs 4 lakh for each 
repatriated Bru family be de-
posited to the bank account 
of the head of the family 
which would mature after 
three years and payment of 
Rs 1.5 lakh would be made 
for housing assistance.

Each repatriated Bru 
family would be given INR 
5,000 through Direct Benefit 
Transfer every month and 
free ration for two years.

Thousands of Brus had 
been lodged in the Tripura 
relief camps since late 1997 
in the wake of communal 
tension triggered by the 
brutal killing of Lalzawm-
liana, a forest guard, in the 
Dampa Tiger Reserve on 
October 21, 1997 by Bru 
National Liberation Front 
(BNLF) militants.

Though some Bru fami-
lies had returned to Mizo-
ram during a number of 
repatriation processes and 
on their own will, many of 
them continued to refuse to 
leave Tripura despite many 
attempts by the govern-
ment.

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland 
and national brand ambas-
sador for Swachh Bharat 
Mission, PB Acharya took 
part in a Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan North East States 
(NAMASTE) at Rajbari 
Fields, Manipuri Basti in 
Guwahati on Sep. 25 along 
with the brand ambassa-
dors of North East States 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
Committee. 

Addressing the gather-
ing, the governor empha-
sised on the importance of 
having clean surroundings 
and proper sanitation at 
home. 

He stated that clean-
liness should begin at 
home and every household 
should have proper toilets 
and called for an end of 
open defecation. 

A c h a r y a  s a i d  t h a t 
Swachh Bharat Mission was 
launched by the Prime Min-
ister of India Narendra Modi 

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
The Janata Dal (JD) United 
on Sep. 23 launched its unit 
at Guwahati in Assam. Min-
ister Rural Development 
and Parliamentary Affairs, 
Govt. of Bihar, Shrawan 
Kumar and MP Rajya Sabha 
Kahkashan Parween at-
tended the programme as 
the special guests. 

A statement from the 
secretary (organising) 
JDU, Nagaland H Mukam 
Yimchungru, said the pro-
gramme was attended 
by Afaque Ahmed Khan 
National General Secre-
tary JDU and Coordinator, 
NEEC, Sanjay Verma Sec-
retary JDU and member 
NEEC and host of delegates 
from Nagaland, Mizoram, 
Meghalaya, Bodo autono-
mous unit and other party 
workers from Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP)  and Con-
gress from Assam. 

NSN Senchumo Lotha, 
chairman of the North 
East Executive Council 
(NEEC), JDU who is also 
the president of JDU, Naga-
land and general Secretary 
JDU of Nagaland, Kitoho 
S Rotokha, in their speech 
said that the JDU which 
is National in outlook but 
regional in character man-
ning by National President 
Nitish Kumarji, who is also 
the chief minister of Bihar 
is working for uplift of the 
poor and common people 

not only in Bihar and whole 
of a nation but Northern 
states. 

The JDU party with its 
motto ‘Development for 
Justice’ has been exhibited 
through transforming Bi-
har from jungle rule to the 
epitome of humanity, they 
said. 

The party leaders also 
mentioned how JDU is 
fighting both inside and 
outside of Parliament not 
to allow the passing of Na-
tional Citizens Amendment 
Bill, 2016 in the present 
forms as it is detrimental 
for the entire Northeast 
states and the major set-
back will be reigning on in 
the State of Assam. 

With launching of As-
sam unit, they hopes that 
the party will gain momen-
tum to grow from strength 
to strength both in the 
Northeast and nation as a 
whole. 

The marathon meeting 
was summed up by Lotha 
by appointing Kaushik 
Pran Sharma as working 
president of JDU Assam 
unit and Preity as convenor 
of  Mahila  unit.

Meanwhile, the JDU 
Nagaland congratulated 
the chairman of NEEC Sen-
chumo Lotha and Kaushik 
Pran Sharma, convenor of 
JDU Assam for successfully 
launching the party’s unit 
in Assam.

on Oct. 2  2014 and under 
this mission, it is targeted to 
build one crore individual 
household toilets besides 
INR 2.52 crore community 
toilet seats. 

He explained that the 
mission seeks to eliminate 
open defecation and man-
ual scavenging, besides pro-

moting modern and scien-
tific municipal solid waste 
management and achieve a 
Clean India by Oct. 2 2019, 
Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th 
Birth anniversary. 

He called on all to take 
active part in the mission 
and to contribute towards 
nation building. 

The programme was at-
tended by the convener the 
North East States NAMAS-
TE, Sotai Kri of Arunachal 
Pradesh and members of 
the committee including 
Neelam Dutta of Assam, 
Ram Pada Jamatia of Tripu-
ra and Shoupen Phom of 
Nagaland. 

A social work in the vi-
cinity, led by the governor, 
was also conducted after 
the end of the formal pro-
gramme. 

All members of the 
North East NAMASTE States 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
Committee and public took 
part in the social work. 

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
The South Naga Elders Fo-
rum (SNEF) has demanded 
that 20 MLA seats from the 
Meeteis should be given to 
hill tribal districts to equal-
ise the status to govern the 
state of Manipur.

The SNEF stated that 
majority of the Meeteis are 
enjoying all the facilities and 
privileges of the state with 
their own accord suppress-
ing the minority of the hill 
tribal people.

W h i l e  d e m a n d i n g 
equal status from the 
government, the forum 
warned that “failing to do 
so the hill tribal people 
would start another course 
of action.”

The forum further ap-
pealed the government of 
Manipur ‘to exhibit the ex-
act position of the govern-
ment servants to the public 
for both the Meeteis / tribal 
people in all the depart-
ments.’

Guwahati, Sep. 25 (PTI): Assam 
Government Tuesday said its 
borrowings rose by a whopping 
73.40 per cent to INR 9,796.33 
crore in last fiscal even as 46.84 
per cent of its funds for develop-
ment works remained unused.

In a written reply to a query 
by AGP MLA Ramendra Narayan 
Kalita, Finance minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma said the state 

raised debt of INR 9,796.33 crore 
from various sources in 2017-18.

This amount was much 
higher compared to what As-
sam’s borrowings of INR 5,649.45 
crore in 2016-17 financial year, 
he informed.

On the other hand, the state’s 
spending just crossed the half-
way mark of the total allotted 
fund for various developmental 

works, the minister said to a 
separate question by Congress 
MLA Abdul Khaleque.

During the last fiscal, the 
state government had allotted 
INR 48,189.90 crore for carrying 
out developmental works, of 
which only INR 25,619.83 crore 
were spent in the entire year, 
indicating nearly 47 per cent 
non-utilised funds, Sarma said.

Not getting the fund release 
proposals from concerned de-
partments has been cited as one 
of the reasons for under utilisa-
tion of allotted funds along with 
the massive flood that took place 
in the state in 2017, he added.

In another reply to a query 
by AIUDF MLA Aminul Islam, 
Sarma said only 40.08 per cent 
funds under various constituen-

cy related schemes were utilised 
at INR 152.07 crore as against 
sanctioned amount of Rs 379.45 
crore in last financial year.

Regarding repayment of 
debt, Sarma informed that As-
sam paid back INR 2,965.39 
crore to various institutions in 
2017-18, lower than INR 2,990.88 
crore that it had repaid in the 
previous fiscal.



IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE 
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C No. 157/18

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-I OF 
INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925
Whereas application under succession Act 1925 for grant of 
Succession Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late 
Lunsokhiong Yim has been applied by Smti H.Akila Yim W/o 
T.Helumong R/o H.No.155, Ward No.10. Chumukedima Dimapur 
Nagaland for possession of:

(1) Pension benefits
(2) SBI A/c

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in 
the administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said 
deceased may if she/he so desire appear in this court on or 
before the said day of 24th Oct, 2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court on this the 24th Sept, 
2018

PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

NOTICE

D-6027

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-435/18/5569-70 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti IMNA 
AO -Vrs- PHANGAN B. PHOM resident of SIGNAL ANGAMI Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 25.9.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: IMNA AO
Village/Block No: NAHARBARI, Patta No: 699
Dag No: 108/1041, Area: 02B-00K-00Ls
North: PURBA, South: IMKONGLEMBA
East: DHANSIRI RIVER, West: MAIN ROAD

NOTICE

D-6028

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-440/18/5594-95 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Alitoten 
Jamir -Vrs- Narola Lipok resident of Half Nagarjan Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 25/10/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Alitoten Jamir
Village/Block No: 3, Patta No: 719
Dag No: 907, Area: 00B-00K-05Ls
North: Nallah, South: Road
East: Nallah, West: Nutoi H. Sema

NOTICE

D-6035

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-398/18/4862-63 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti T. AKATO 
SEMA -Vrs- A. MUGHALI SEMA resident of UNITED COLONY Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 11/10/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T. AKATO SEMA
Village/Block No: NAGARJAN, Patta No: 466
Dag No: 149/609, Area: 00B-03K-09Ls
North: App Road, South: Road
East: Road, West: Plot of Smti Hokhuli

NOTICE

D-6031

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the     th 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-434/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Yashinungla -Vrs- Tamsula Tzudir resident of Nuton Bosti 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 25.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Yashinungla
Village/Block No: 4, Patta No: 798
Dag No: 1000, Area: 00B-01K-04Ls
North: Imkongwati, South: Andrew N. Yeptho
East: Imti Tzudir, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

 D-6035

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-396/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Ghunato 
Yeptho -Vrs- Kihozhe Sema resident of Dimapur Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 10/10/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ghunato Yeptho
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 729
Dag No: 115/884, Area: 00-02-11
North: Ghunato, South: Ghunato
East: Road, West: Hovelo

NOTICE

D-6032

OFFICE OF THE 
URRA AREA VILLAGES’ UNION

H.Q. URRA
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Date 25/09/18

 Sd- Sd-
 (THRILONGSE SANGTAM) (RUOKUOZHALIE RUTSA)
 President Secretary
 Urra Area Villages’ Union Urra Area Villages’ Union

The UAVU would like to convey our sincere gratitude 
to Shri. Neiphiu Rio Chief Minister Govt. of Nagaland, 
Minister PWD Road and Bridges, Chief Engineer and 
staff Kohima. Executive engineer and staff Dimapur 
and especially J.E. Dhansiripar incharge for their 
tireless efforts in repairing/leveling the road from 
Seluophe junction to Munglamukh village.

D-6030

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-439/18/5571-72  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti A. AVITO YEPTHO -Vrs- Y. KHETOHO YEPTHO resident of 
GOLAGHAT ROAD Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 25.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: A. AVITO YEPTHO
Village/Block No: 3, Patta No: 48, 115
Dag No: 272 & 271, Area: 00B-00K-17Ls
North: A. AVITO YEPTHO, South: A. AVITO YEPTHO
East: A. AVITO YEPTHO, West: Y. KHETOHO YEPTHO

NOTICE

D-6029

I, Ms. YANON KONYAK 
am applying for 

duplicate Registration 
Card of class XI as I 

have lost it.
Name: YANON KONYAK

F/Name: HAMKAI 
KONYAK

Regd. No: 1610130914
Year: 2016

LOST NOTICE

K-1875

I, ESAGWANGBE (OLD 
NAME) SHOULD BE KNOWN 

AS, ESAPNGWANGBE 
ECHAO MBUNG (NEW 
NAME) BY AFFIDAVIT 

NO.494/18, DT: 25/07/2018.

NAME CHANGE

D
-6

03
3

I, DICHOLONG (OLD NAME) 
SHOULD BE KNOWN AS, 

DICHOLONG ECHAO 
MBUNG (NEW NAME) 

BY AFFIDAVIT NO.495/18, 
DT: 25/07/2018.

NAME CHANGE

D
-6

03
4

I, SHRI VIRENDRA GUTTI CHANGE 
MY FATHER AND MOTHER NAME AS 

“CHANNAPA GUTTI” AND “GANGAVVA 
GUTTI” RESPECTIVELY (NEW NAME) AND 

“CHANNAPA” AND “GANGAVA” (OLD 
NAME) AND THE NEW NAME SHALL BE 
USED WHEN REQUIRED AND IN ALL THE 

FUTURE CORRESPONDENCES.
DEPONENT

REGISTRATION NO.1954/2018   DATE: 24.09.2018
AFFIDAVIT

D-6026

BEFORE THE COURT OF MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS
DIMAPUR: NAGALANDRegd.No.200/04 Date: 23.7.04

I Shri Kuosa-u Chusi aged about 37yrs S/o Rie-u Chusi resident of Medziphema 
Town, Dimapur Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under:-
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India and belong to the Angami (Naga). Tribe.
2. That, in my educational documents my name was recorded as Thepfukosa 

Chusi S/o Rie-u Chusi, where as in other documents I am using Kuosa-u 
Chusi S/o Rie-u Chusi.

3. That, I would like to use KUOSA-U CHUSI S/o Rie-u Chusi as such where 
Thepfukosa Chusi stand it be read as Kuosa-u Chusi.

4. That, this affidavit is made for declaring the afore mentioned facts which is 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and nothing has been declared 
false therefrom.

 DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn and declared before me on this 23rd day of July 2004.
Magistrate 1st Class D-6025

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NO.HED/SCHO-1/2016/ Dated: Kohima, the 25th Sept. 2018.

NOTIFICATION TO ALL CORRESPONDING INSTITUTIONS OF POST 
MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP FOR ST STUDENTS OF NAGALAND.

It is hereby informed to all the corresponding Institutions of Post Matric Scholarship 
for ST Students of Nagaland that the Scheme Implementing Agency has dispatched 
the Annexure-IV format in the given E-mails of the respective Institutions. Hence, 
all the corresponding Institutions areinstructed to fill up the said annexure and mail 
back accordingly. Furthermore, as per the earlier notification, all the corresponding 
Institutions are directed to submit the Annexure –IV format hardcopyto the 
Directorate of Higher Education on or before 8th Oct. 2018 failing which, the 
respective Institutions shall be held responsible/answerable to their students.

Institutions that are yet to receive the said E-mail may contact the concerned 
office at the earliest in the given phone Numbers.

Office No.0370-2271030.
M.No.9615021554

Director
Higher Education
Nagaland: Kohima

Issued by DIPRKG-2840

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SERICULTURE

NAGALAND::KOHIMA.
CONDOLENCE MESSAGE

The Department of Sericulture, Nagaland deeply express anguish 
and sorrow over the sudden untimely demise of our beloved leader 
Shri. Imtikumzuk Longkumer, Hon’ble Advisor, Sericulture & Excise 
on 22nd Sept. 2018.

Director of Sericulture Shri. Imtisosang Ao, described Lt 
Imtikumzuk as a visionary leader and statesman who dedicated his 
service for the people of the State. During his short tenure with the 
department as an Advisor, he has been found to be a guiding leader 
for the department who was always concerned for the upliftment 
of the lower section of the society and has initiated various welfare 
schemes for the people. His leadership and love would be ever 
remembered

The Officer’s and staffs of Sericulture department extends deepest 
condolences and prayed that God grant peace and solace to Mrs. 
Imkongzenla, wife of Lt. Imtikumzuk, Son and daughters and to all the 
bereaved family members, relatives, friends, colleagues and all his near 
and dear ones and prayed for the departed soul to REST IN PEACE.

Sd/- (IMTISOSANG AO)
DirectorKG-2839

Applications are invited to fill up the existing two vacancies 
of Members in National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, 
New Delhi in the following fields namely: 
(i) Juvenile justice or care of neglected or marginalized children or 
children with disabilities. 
(ii) Elimination of child labour or children in distress. 
2. In addition to above vacancies, the two vacancies will also be 
filled in the following fields: 
(i) Child Health Care, Welfare and Child Development. 
(ii) Education. 
3. Candidates may apply for the posts of Member in NCPCR 
against the vacancies and fields as mentioned in para-1 & 2 above. 
However, the appointment against these two vacancies as in para-2 
above would be made after the term of the present incumbents is 
completed in November, 2018. 
4. The eligibility criteria, age, salary and other allowances, etc. and 
Application form in the prescribed format and other details may be 
seen at website of Ministry of Women & Child Development at www.
wcd.nic.in. Persons fulfilling the eligibility criteria for appointment 
as a Member and interested for appointment to the post may send 
their particulars in the prescribed proforma [Schedule IV Form under 
rule 6A(3) of NCPCR Rules] By Post to the Under Secretary (CW-1), 
Ministry of Women and Child Development, Room No.628-A Wing, 
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi: 110001 within 28 days from the date 
of publication of the Advertisement in the newspaper. 
5. Applications not in the prescribed proforma, incomplete or 
received after the due date shall not be entertained under any 
circumstances. The persons who are serving under the Central/State 
Government or any other organization funded by the Central/State 
Government should route their applications through proper channel. 

(Shailendra Kureel) 
Under Secretary to the Government of India 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PUBLICATION IN NEWSPAPERS
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT (MWCD)

Davp 46101/11/0016/1819

CIRCULAR
Bids are invited for the following two Request for Proposals (RFPs) and one Expression of Interest 
(EoI) for implementation of Centrally Sponsored Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY):

Details of the proposals are available on the Ministry’s Website, wcd.nic.in as well as on CPP 
Portal, eprocure.gov.in. The last date for submission of bids in respect of the aforesaid proposals is 
3.00 PM on 5th October, 2018.

S. No. RFP/EoI Tender ID on CPP Portal

1 REP for Programme Management and Technology Support for 
implementation of PMMVY

2018_MWCD_360301_1

2 REP for supply, installation and maintenance of IT infrastructure for 
hosting PMMVY-CAS

2018_MWCD_360334_1

3 Expression of Interest for engagement of Advisory Unit in MWCD 2018_MWCD_360336_1

No.17/20/2018-PMMVY
Government of India

Ministry of Women & Child Development
*****

Davp 46101/11/0017/1819
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BUSINESS

Last-hour buying lifts equity indices 
1% higher, Nifty regains 11,000 mark

Indian economy to 
grow at 8% — Jaitley

Cybersecurity, data privacy biggest concerns 
for Indian businesses — Dell survey 

Mumbai, Sep. 25 (IANS):  
After criss-crossing be-
tween the red and the 
green throughout the day, 
the key Indian equity indi-
ces closed nearly one per 
cent higher on Tuesday.

The S&P BSE Sensex 
ended nearly 350 points 
higher, and the NSE Nif-
ty50 was able to regain the 
11,000 mark.

Healthy buying activ-
ity was witnessed in bank-
ing, auto and healthcare 
stocks, analysts said.

Although the ses-
sion was largely volatile, 
buying picked up in the 
last hour of trade, which 
helped the indices close 
on a positive note.

At 3.30 p.m., the Nif-
ty50 on the National Stock 

Exchange provisionally 
closed at 11,067.45 points, 
higher by 100.05 points or 
0.91 per cent from its pre-
vious close.

The BSE Sensex which 
had opened at 36,350.25 
points, closed at 36,652.06 
points, up 347.04 points or 
0.96 per cent from its pre-
vious close of 36,305.02 
points.

New Delhi, Sep. 25 
(IANS):  Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Tuesday 
said the new insolvency 
law, indirect tax regime 
and demonetization will 
help drive India’s growth 
rate and sustain it at 8 
per cent.

He added that there 
was a need to trust the 
banking system for 
meeting the needs of 
the economy and asked 
banks to, in turn, ensure 
clean lending to jus-
tify the trust reposed in 
them.

“Banks must strive to 
be seen always as institu-
tions of clean and pru-
dent lending,” he said at 
the annual review meet-
ing of the public sector 
banks here.

Jaitley said the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC), Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), de-
monetization and digital 
payments had enabled 

better assessment of fi-
nancial capacity and 
risks which, coupled with 
inclusive growth, had 
unlocked the purchasing 
power which would drive 
India’s growth.

He said this should 
help India sustain a 
growth rate of around 8 
per cent, an official state-
ment said. 

“A growing economy 
will also help banks grow 
in strength,” he said.

Jaitley underscored 
the need to have trust 
and confidence in the 
banking system as a nec-
essary precondition for 
meeting the needs of the 
economy. 

“With the recent 
amendment to the Pre-
vention of Corruption 
Act, there now need not 
be any apprehension in 
the minds of bankers in 
supporting investments 
that are in the best inter-
ests of the economy, the 

nation and the banks,” 
he said.

He noted that the 
perception regarding 
the health of PSBs had 
become more positive 
as banks had posted 
positive results in terms 
of resolution, recovery, 
provisioning and credit 
growth.

At the same time, he 
exhorted the banks to 
ensure all steps at their 
end to ensure clean lend-
ing and effective action 
in cases of fraud and wil-
ful default, the Finance 
Ministry statement said.

Noting the positive 
results from the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy 
Code mechanism, Jait-
ley flagged the need to 
assess and revisit the ef-
ficacy of the Debts Re-
covery Tribunal (DRT) 
mechanism, particularly 
in view of the long time 
taken in disposal of cas-
es. 

New Delhi/Bengaluru, Sep. 25 
(IANS):  Most business lead-
ers in India regard data privacy 
and cybersecurity concerns as 
the biggest barrier to their dig-
ital transformation, a new report 
from Dell Technologies said on 
Tuesday.

According to the research, 93 
per cent of Indian businesses are 
facing major impediments to dig-
ital transformation today.

Almost half of Indian business 
leaders believe they will struggle 
to meet changing customer de-
mands within five years, accord-
ing to the report tilted “Digital 
Transformation Index” (DT In-
dex).

Offering insights into the ar-
eas where Indian businesses are 
considering investment to drive 
their digital transformation, the 
research showed that regulation 
or legislative changes and lack of 
the right in-house skill sets and 
expertise are the other top con-

cerns for Indian businesses.
The research also indicates 

that businesses are taking steps 
to overcome their barriers, along 
with the threat of being out-
manuevered from more nimble, 
innovative players.

Close to 75 per cent of Indian 
businesses -- 19 per cent more 
than in China -- intend to invest 
in cybersecurity in the next one 
to three years, according to the 
report.

Conducted in collaboration 
with Intel Corp, the research 
showed that 67 per cent of Indian 
businesses intend to invest in IoT 
(Internet of Things) technologies - 
11 per cent more than that of Chi-
nese companies.

While 62 per cent of Indian 
businesses intend to invest in 
multi-Cloud (7 per cent more 
than Chinese firms), 61 per cent of 
Indian businesses intend to invest 
in Artificial Intelligence (only one 
per cent more than companies in 

China), the findings showed.
For this study, independent 

research firm Vanson Bourne sur-
veyed 200 business leaders in In-
dia from mid to large-size compa-
nies to gauge their organisations’ 
place on the Dell Technologies 
Digital Transformation Index.

The global results of the re-
port, based on 4,600 respondents 
from 42 countries, will be released 
in early 2019, Dell Technologies 
said.

The report said that 37 per 
cent of Indian businesses plan to 
invest in Blockchain, 31 per cent 
in quantum computing and 42 
per cent in augmented reality/vir-
tual reality (AR/VR) technologies 
in the next one to three years.

“The next digital era has ar-
rived and it’s reshaping the way 
we live, work and conduct busi-
ness. Which means that time is of 
the essence. Genuine transforma-
tion needs to happen now, and it 
needs to be radical,” Alok Ohrie, 

President and Managing Direc-
tor - India Commercial, Dell EMC, 
said in a statement.

The findings showed that just 
12 per cent of Indian businesses 
are “Digital Leaders” - companies 
that are digitally advanced - up 
from 8 per cent in 2016 when the 
previous edition of the report was 
published.

The share of “Digital Adop-
ters” -- companies that have a 
mature digital plan, investments 
and innovations in place -- went 
up to 34 per cent this year, from 29 
per cent in 2016.

The share of “Digital Evalu-
ators”, companies that are cau-
tiously and gradually embracing 
digital transformation has grown 
to 40 per cent, from 37 per cent in 
2016.

The percentage of “Digital 
Followers” (a digitally immature 
group) has also dropped, from 21 
per cent in 2016, to 14 per cent in 
2018, according to the survey.

Cabinet may take up new 
telecom policy on Wednesday
New Delhi, Sep. 25 
(IANS):  The Union Cabi-
net is likely to take up a 
new telecom policy -- 
National Digital Commu-
nications Policy 2018 -- 
on Wednesday, a source 
with knowledge of the 
matter said.

The new telecom 
policy aimed at attract-
ing $100 billion invest-
ment was approved by 
the Telecom Commission 
in July, after the govern-
ment had released the 
draft policy in May.

The policy focuses on 
provisioning of broad-
band for all, creating four 
million additional jobs 

and enhancing the con-
tribution of the sector to 
8 per cent of India’s GDP, 
from around 6 per cent in 
2017.

It also plans to pro-
pel India to the top 50 
nations in the ICT De-
velopment Index of the 
International Telecom-
munication Union from 
134 in 2017, enhancing 
the country’s contri-
bution to global value 
chains and ensuring dig-
ital sovereignty.

Besides, the notifica-
tion of in-flight connec-
tivity is also likely to be 
released “any time” soon, 
the source added. 
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Vested Politics: Confused 
Birds for Rafales

I
n India, political parties love nothing more than 
the exposure of major scandals. Bofors, Tahelka are 
the best examples of such a mindset. While Bofors 
successfully ended the late Rajiv Gandhi’s regime, 

Tahelka finished the political career of the then BJP 
president Bangaru Laxmanan. So it was expected that 
Rafale will generate same sort of reactions. But initial 
public response to the disclosures regarding Rafale deal 
is nothing but tepid.

Although Congress president Rahul Gandhi is con-
tinuing to attack the present day government on an 
almost regular basis, other political parties including 
the Left are yet to make the Rafale deal a full blooded 
political issue.

The reaction has been somewhat uneven and spo-
radic. The Samajbadi Party (SP) has demanded a Joint 
parliamentary committee (JPC) to probe the matter. 
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Pattanaik and his party 
the Biju Janata Dal (BJP), a strong regional force, criti-
cised the government on various issues, but did not 
say anything regarding Rafale. Given party supremo 
Mamata Banerjee’s frenzied opposition to Narendra 
Modi, TMC’s response to the entire issue is mild to say 
the least. Dalit leader Mayawati too has taken a stand 
similar to Mamata.  

When the need of the hour is unity, such a frag-
mented approach of the opposition parties is hard to 
believe. Can they not see the writing on the wall? Are 
they not aware of the ground realities of the country? 
Are they really interested in dethroning the present 
regime? The answers are very simple. When Congress 
started losing ground in various states, regional forces 
came up to fill the void. Naturally, these parties are 
more interested in consolidating their positions in re-
spective states, rather than playing a pan-India role. 
This is why Mamata is interested in winning as many 
seats possible in West Bengal to increase her bargaining 
power with the Centre, rather than being too bothered 
about who captures Delhi. In such a situation it is no 
wonder that she feels that she can dictate terms either 
to Congress or Bharatiya Janata Pary (BJP) when one of 
the two occupies power.   

Again her call for a Federal Front, to which the 
Congress can play a supportive role, is hardly helpful 
for Congress ambitions or the future prospects of Mr 
Gandhi.   Such a stand is bound to please the BJP, which 
naturally treats the Congress as its biggest challenge 
and in Mr. Gandhi it finds its strongest opponent in the 
national context.  

The other factor which remains common between 
Mayawati’s BSP and Mamata’s TMC is the corruption 
charges that they face at the highest level. Cynics say 
that both parties are out to win as many seats as they 
can, their combined strength will not be easy to ignore 
in any closely fought election.

So, when our leaders are more driven by the per-
sonal choices, ignoring the cries of the people, such a 
muted response is not unexpected. But will it be good 
for the nation? Only time can tell.

Our love has limits; God’s love is limitless.

Sighted numerous times off the coast of Austral-
ia’s South Queensland, Migaloo is the first albino 
humpback whale ever documented. The splendid 

creature, estimated at more than forty feet long, is so rare 
that Australia passed a law specifically to protect him.

The Bible tells us about a “huge fish” so rare that God 
had provided it especially to swallow a runaway prophet 
(Jonah 1:17). Most know the story. God told Jonah to take 
a message of judgment to Nineveh. But Jonah wanted 
nothing to do with the Ninevites, who had a reputation for 
cruelty to just about everyone—including the Hebrews. 
So he fled. Things went badly. From inside the fish, Jonah 
repented. Eventually he preached to the Ninevites, and 
they repented too (3:5–10).

Great story, right? Except it doesn’t end there. While 
Nineveh repented, Jonah pouted. “Isn’t this what I said, 
Lord?” he prayed. “I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in 
love” (4:2). Having been rescued from certain death, 
Jonah’s sinful anger grew until even his prayer became 
suicidal (v. 3).

The story of Jonah isn’t about the fish. It’s about our 
human nature and the nature of the God who pursues us. 
“The Lord is patient with you,” wrote the apostle Peter, 
“not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). God offers His love to brutal 
Ninevites, pouting prophets, and you and me.  

Father, we tend to look at what others “deserve” and 
forget we need Your love just as much. Help us live in 

Your love and tell others about it.

Holy Crime and Saintly Corruption in Nagaland

T
he hot waves of crime and cor-
ruption have been sweeping 
Nagaland for so long. Everyone 
talks about corruption. It has 

become a topic of discussion in schools 
and colleges. Even corrupted officers 
talk about corruption as though they 
are clean sheets of paper. There is no 
solution to corruption if we continue to 
live under the guise of VIPs or officers 
only to steal and loot public money for 
oneself. 

The world we live in is imperfect, yet 
many people continue to contribute to 
this imperfection instead of setting it 
right by their fine presence and good 
works. Everyone blame everyone with-
out much doing. This has become day 
to day life style in a small State, Naga-
land. It is a sad reality that some Nagas 
have become senseless and shameless 
to a great extent. The Sun never shines 
upon the corrupt officials. No wonder 
why a farewell of an officer needs just 
few lakhs of rupees (just a small amount! 
They should increase the amount every 
year as per the age of the retired officer). 

The recent report of the Comptroller 
of Auditor General has revealed the very 
system of crime and corruption in Na-
galand. Some offices exist only to suck 
pure blood and eat raw flesh of the poor 
people. Did they become new species of 
Naga cannibals? Some officers sit in the 
soft chairs only to make the life of the 
Nagas harder than before. Should we al-
low these culprits to live their life at the 
expense of the Nagas? This is a wrong 
way of life. Few Naga officials who hold 
respectable position in the Govern-
ment offices have become a bunch of 
robbers to make sure that Nagaland 
becomes a ‘Dry State’ before they retire. 
They efficiently dry up all the funds and 
schemes without any guilt and shame. 
A sincere servant is put to shame by the 
dishonest officers.

Does every signature need an ac-
companiment of money? Can files be 
signed without taking bribes? Can an 

officer perform his/her duty without 
filling up his/her personal bank ac-
count? A corrupt officer is a good thief. 
(The word ‘good’ does not mean that 
you are good. It means you are pretty 
bad to be called good). Many people 
find their happiness by being good 
thieves. They pretend to work for the 
welfare of the Nagas but inside them 
are full of selfishness and greed. Behind 
their smiles lie giant vampires. They 
keep their eyes wide open even when 
they are asleep. They are ever vigilant 
less any fund passes by without putting 
their hands in it. A general comment 
‘Kam kuri ase to, khabo lage to na!’ will 
ultimately come out of their mouth. Yes, 
eat your own food and allow others to 
receive their share in peace.

Central funds and schemes that 
come to Nagaland are deducted from 
top to bottom. It exists from Pension 
to Scholarship, mid-day meal to VDB 
funds, MGNREGA to the Funds meant 
for Differently Abled Persons. This is 
how we skin others alive inside our es-
teemed offices. This is called ‘skinning 
Nagas alive.’ Is this the way to manage 
our State? Is this how we treat people? 
Think of how even the funds meant for 
Differently Abled Persons were eaten by 
some officers without any prick of con-
science (may be they have never known 
the pain of differently abled persons). 
This is the worst social sin one could 
ever think of. Please stop stealing the 
poor man’s share. Every person wants 
to live a dignified life irrespective of so-
cial status.

Scholarship meant for Students are 
misused happily. Scholarship is a cen-
trally sponsored scheme. (No officer 
in the Directorate gives from his per-
sonal pocket). Instead of helping the 
Students, they drink the young blood 
and leave them dry and speechless. 
Are those officers in the Directorate still 
pursuing their studies in class XI, XII or 
undergoing their B.A or B. Sc studies in 
the Directorate office that the Scholar-

ship was all for themselves? No won-
der why Students protest almost every 
year for release of Scholarship. What is 
meant for others must not find its home 
in the pockets of few tainted personals. 
Let the Government offices not become 
new Sodom and Gomorrah. Some re-
spected elders in the offices are making 
Nagaland to be so. If elders and offic-
ers continue likewise, what shall your 
children say about you? And what shall 
you teach your children – corruption or 
sincere living? Choose for yourselves 
before you commit another crime of 
corruption. 

Shall we include a new subject “Best 
ways and means to practice corruption 
in Nagaland” in the syllabus of the Stu-
dents? This may be a better way of stud-
ying in Nagaland because good and 
sincere students are most often thrown 
out of many exams and interviews. This 
is Nagaland! You can believe in God and 
practice corruption in his Holy Name. 
You can pay your tithe with corrupt 
money. You can give donation to the 
Church with corrupt money. You can 
feed your innocent children with cor-
rupt money. You can buy the latest ve-
hicle with corrupt money. You can pur-
chase land and building with corrupt 
money. Ohhh! So many ways of earning 
name and fame. Just say a prayer, “Lord, 
have mercy on me. I will steal some 
funds but I will surely give one tenth. I 
hope you know me as a Naga officer.”

If any Government officer be found 
guilty of corruption, let his/her per-
sonal account be seized and the money 
be repaid to the respective office within 
stipulated time. It is better to take cor-
rective measures than to be sucked in 
corruption forever. Nagas have suf-
ficiently tolerated the ill-behavior of 
many corrupted officers. It is time to 
confront them with justice. Mercy and 
forgiveness are draining out day by day 
because of rampant corruption and ex-
tortion.

If the State Government is for the 

welfare of the Nagas, firstly, it must not 
be corrupt. And it should not shelter 
any corrupt officials under its compas-
sionate umbrella. If the Government 
continues to support corruption, it will 
give birth to many ‘underworld dons.’  
Nagas have sufficient undeclared dons. 
Most of them are either undergrounds 
or Government officials. Very often, 
they work hand in hand lest Nagas 
should lose the hope of a Sovereign 
State. The present Government took 
up its office to outdo corruption in Na-
galand. I hope the Government imple-
ments corrective justice (not correction 
fluid) to make Nagaland a better place.

If any corrupted officer is reading 
this note, kindly give a deeper thought 
to your evil action. Do you go to office to 
perform your duties or to corrupt? Stop 
corrupting the system and start dignify-
ing your job by your sincere work. Stop 
darkening the face of Nagas by your 
corrupt behavior. This will give you 
peace of mind. A change for betterment 
will come when you do your work with-
out corrupting the poor man’s share. Al-
low the younger generation to see a ray 
of hope in you. Do not be a dark shadow 
upon your children. They will curse you 
for what you have done.

We must all contribute our share 
of good work towards the welfare of 
Nagaland. This can come about by our 
very way of life and action in our own 
capability. Victims of corruption and 
extortion must learn to raise their voice 
high, loud and clear. Failing to claim 
our rights and privileges will only invite 
greater corruption and crime. Let us not 
pray inside our homes and practice cor-
ruption in our offices. What is true must 
be kept true for the good of all. Even if 
we cannot live true Christian life, let us 
stop the crime of corruption. This will 
open the door of righteousness for all. 
I pray that good Naga Elders will ignite 
and show the light to the younger gen-
erations in this regard.

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

The Wire Analysis

16 Judgments in Five Days: What to 
Look Out for at the Supreme Court

As CJI Dipak Misra retires on October 2, a peep into 16 pending judgments and orders, to be 
delivered by benches presided by him, during the next five working days from Tuesday.

T
he words, “please try to understand” will re-
verberate in Court No.1 in the Supreme Court 
for one last week from Monday, as the Chief 
Justice of India, Dipak Misra, retires on Octo-

ber 2. The words, repeated quite often by the CJI dur-
ing hearings  in his court, suggest his innate persuasive 
skills, aimed at trying to get lawyers to see reason.

The bench presided over by him has been rising 
early for the past few days to find more time for giv-
ing finishing touches to the judgments still pending. 
And there are as many as 16 cases in which judgments 
are expected to be delivered by benches headed by 
him from Tuesday. A glimpse into the cases shows that 
many of them are of profound significance for the fu-
ture of the country.
The likely landmarks
1. Petitions challenging the constitutional validity of 
Aadhaar and its enabling 2016 law
The constitution bench, presided by the CJI, reserved 
its verdict in the case on May 10, after hearing argu-
ments for 38 days, the second longest oral hearing af-
ter the Keshavananda Bharti case in 1973. The bench 
could have completed the hearing much earlier, had 
the CJI not decided to restrict hearings to just three 
hours every day in order to find time for hearing mis-
cellaneous and other regular cases by small benches, 
which according to him, were equally important.

It is a difficult case indeed, as the bench has to bal-
ance its previous nine-judge bench judgment uphold-
ing the right to privacy, with the claims of the Centre, 
that the collection of biometric and demographic data 
is required in the larger public interest, and the con-
cerns over privacy could be taken care of by a robust 
data protection law, being contemplated. Whether 
the court would strike a middle ground, especially be-
cause it is a fait accompli, is to be seen.
2. Petitions seeking quashing of the rule restricting 
the entry of women, of menstruating age, to the 
Sabarimala temple for worship
If the hearing of the case is any indication, it is likely 
that the court could read down the rule, to end dis-
crimination against women, although it is to be seen 
how the court does so, keeping in view the religious 
sentiments in favour of the restriction. The constitu-
tion bench reserved its judgment in the case on August 
1.
3. Challenge to Section 497 Indian Penal Code  
on adultery
It is almost certain that the constitution bench will 
strike down Section 497 of the IPC as unconstitu-
tional, and decriminalise adultery. The bench, which 
reserved its judgment on August 8, has expressed its 
disagreement with the Centre that adultery must con-
tinue to be criminalised, in the interest of the institu-
tion of marriage.
4. Reservation in promotions
The constitution bench is expected to decide whether 
the 2006 judgment in the M. Nagaraj case needs to be 
reconsidered by a larger bench. In M. Nagaraj, a five-
judge constitution bench had held that reservations 
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in pro-

motions must be subjected to tests of backwardness, 
representation and efficiency in administration. The 
Centre has sought a review of this judgment by a larger 
bench, on the ground that it has led to lack of clarity. 
The constitution bench reserved its judgment on the 
question of reference, on August 30. Indications from 
the hearing are that the bench may consider the plea 
for reference to a larger bench unnecessary, and in-
stead, seek to clarify the Nagaraj judgment.
5. Ayodhya reference
On July 20, a three-judge bench led by the CJI, re-
served its verdict on pleas to refer the 1994 constitu-
tion bench’s judgment in Ismail Faruqui v Union of In-
dia, to a larger bench. In Ismail Faruqui, the court had 
held that mosques are not integral to Islam. The ob-
servation of the constitution bench, according to the 
petitioners, would influence the outcome in the Babri 
Masjid title dispute before the court, and therefore, 
must be reconsidered by a larger bench, for its correct-
ness. If the three-judge bench decides against refer-
ence, it could be considered a victory for the Centre. 
The unexpected plea came in the way of the CJI hear-
ing and deciding the title dispute before his term ends.
6. Criminalisation of politics
The petitions seeking directions to the Election Com-
mission to restrict political parties from fielding can-
didates facing criminal charges led the constitution 
bench to a quandary. While it agreed with the peti-
tioners that the rising number of MLAs and MPs fac-
ing criminal charges is a matter of concern, it won-
dered whether it is within its jurisdiction to add a new 
ground for disqualifying candidates through the back 
door. The hearing of the case suggests that the bench 
may ask the EC to insist that political parties publicise 
the criminal antecedents of its candidates on their 
websites, and also in other campaign materials.

On Tuesday, the court refused to bar politicians 
with pending criminal charges from contesting elec-
tions. Instead, the court urged the parliament to con-
sider such a disqualification. The court noted the 
“steady rise in the criminalisation of politics” but put 
the onus of ending it on the parliament.
7. Arrest of activists
The hearing of the case led the three-judge bench, 
headed by the CJI to make profound observations like, 
‘dissent is the safety valve of democracy’ and that the 
‘liberty of individuals cannot be curtailed at the altar 
of conjectures’. If the court takes these observations to 
their logical conclusion, and quashes the illegal arrests 
of the five activists in the Bhima Koregan case, it will 
be a huge victory for democracy and dissent. On Sep-
tember 21, the bench reserved its verdict on the plea 
of five eminent citizens for an independent probe, 
monitored by the court, into the allegations against 
the activists.
8. Plea for live-streaming of court proceedings
A three-judge bench, which heard the case, reserved 
its judgment, on August 24.
9. Guidelines to curb vandalism by vigilante groups
A petition, filed by Kodungallur Film Society, seeking 
such guidelines, got surprise support from the Centre, 
through attorney general K.K. Venugopal, who offered 
to assist the court, in the case. The CJI-led three judge 

bench reserved its verdict on August 10, after request-
ing the petitioner and the Centre, to submit their pro-
posals.
10. Aseer Jamal v Union of India
The three judge bench, presided by the CJI, reserved 
its order on July 5, in Aseer Jamal v Union of India, 
which sought guidelines to enable the States to amend 
the RTI rules to secure access of information to the 
visually impaired, the orthopaedically handicapped, 
and those unable to write or converse in Hindi. In this 
case too, the court noted the assistance of the AG, to 
address the petitioner’s concerns.
11. Judgment on legislators practicing as advocates
On July 9, the CJI-led three-judge bench reserved its 
order on a plea seeking a ban on legislators practising 
as advocates. The petitioner, Ashwini Kumar Upad-
hyay, who is an office-bearer of the BJP, argued that the 
Bar Council of India debars salaried employees from 
practising as advocates, and as lawmakers draw a sal-
ary from the public exchequer, the bar is applicable 
to them. The court was of the view during the hearing 
that employment postulates a master-servant rela-
tionship, which is missing in the case of a legislator as 
the government is not a master.

Therefore, it was not surprising that the Supreme 
Court bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra, justices A.M. 
Khanwalikar and D.Y. Chandrachud on Tuesday said 
lawyers elected as lawmakers can practice in court.

The counsel for the petitioner said that a lawmaker 
draws a salary from the public exchequer and a sala-
ried employee is debarred by the Bar Council of India 
from practicing in the courts of law. To this, the bench 
had replied that employment postulates a master-
servant relationship and the government of India is 
not the master of a member of parliament.
12. Ahmed Patel’s election to Rajya Sabha
On September 18, the CJI-led three-judge bench re-
served its verdict on a petition by Congress leader 
Ahmed Patel against the Gujarat high court order to 
proceed with the hearing of an election petition by 
Balwant Singh Rajput, challenging his election to the 
Rajya Sabha in 2017. Rajput had alleged that Patel 
indulged in corrupt practice by lodging 44 MLAs in a 
hotel in Bengaluru, prior to the election. He also chal-
lenged the Election Commission’s decision to invali-
date two votes by Congress MLAs, who had defied the 
party whip, overruling the decision of the returning of-
ficer, who found them valid.

The remaining cases

•	 Union of India v Hardy Exploration, a civil appeal 
in an arbitration matter, reserved on September 5.

•	 Uttaradi Mutt v Raghavendra Swamy Mutt, a reli-
gious and charitable endowment case, reserved on 
September 7.

•	 Union of India v E. Krishna Rao, a civil appeal in-
volving a service matter, reserved on August 7.

•	 Coal India Limited v Navin Kumar Singh, a civil 
appeal, involving a service matter and seniority, 
reserved on February 19. This is perhaps the only 
case, where a judgment by the CJI-led bench, has 
taken more than seven months to be delivered af-
ter conclusion of hearing.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

It’s Not About the Fish

BIBLE READ:  JONAH 3:10–4:4   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

When God saw what they did and how they turned 
from their evil ways, he relented.      

~  Jonah 3:10
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): No pressure, Ar-
ies, but as things are now, you might want to 
evaluate your career. Is it working out well? 
What are your latest achievements? What 

goals haven’t been reached? If the answers aren’t sat-
isfactory, it’s time to make some dramatic changes. If 
your work doesn’t make your heart sing, it’s time to 
find some that does. Life isn’t a dress rehearsal. Get 
going!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The time 
is right for all things financial, Taurus. If 
you’ve been thinking of signing a contract 
to accept a job or purchase a piece of prop-

erty, go ahead. Strategize ways in which you can be 
even more financially successful in the future. You 
have a lot of skills, but you don’t always apply them as 
carefully as you could. Correct this and you’ll be un-
stoppable!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Expect to get 
some useful financial information today, 
Gemini. You may learn about a new invest-
ment, or perhaps you’ll get wind of a job 

opening that’s right up your alley. This is a good day to 
consider an alternate life path. Although there’s noth-
ing wrong with the one you’re on, it’s always good to 
consider other roads.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Expect your ro-
mantic relationship to be better than ever 
today, Cancer. You’re communicating well 
and in touch with one another’s feelings. 

How wonderful to be able to maintain an inspiring, 
rewarding bond with someone who loves you. There 
is much to be grateful for. This could be a good time 
to take your relationship to the next level. Your partner 
won’t mind discussing this.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): This could be a ban-
ner day, Leo. Your spiritual and career goals 
come together so both are enhanced and 
neither is compromised. It’s a neat trick. 

You can expect the opportunity to practice what you 
preach to come to you through a friend or colleague. 
Don’t discount any ideas presented to you, as one will 
contain the key to meshing two of the most important 
parts of your life.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Be your most charm-
ing self tonight, Virgo. You’re likely to meet some-
one who can help your career. Your intuition is 
strong, so you may know who this person is the 

minute you shake hands. If the chemistry is good, too, so 
much the better! Whether this person impacts your life 
in a romantic or business capacity, you’ll remember this 
night as when your life changed for the better!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You have an intro-
spective nature, Libra. For the last few weeks 
you’ve been reflecting on and assessing what 
does and doesn’t work in your life. It’s likely 

that you’re ready for some kind of major change. Either 
your relationship is in a rut or you need a complete ca-
reer overhaul. Follow your instincts as you plan how to 
develop and grow from here. You are your own best guide.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re ready 
for something new and different, Scorpio. 
What better time than during the current 
transits to put into practice what has only 

been a dream? You may decide to work for yourself or 
ditch one relationship in favor of another. You want the 
changes you implement to be brash and far-reaching! 
If not, you may have to wait a long time to feel this en-
ergetic and optimistic again.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’ll do 
some serious soul searching today. Which 
goals have you achieved and which ones have 
gone unattained? Be honest as you reflect on 

past months. Could you have done things differently? 
Would you like to do things differently in the future? 
You’d be well advised to write down your successes and 
regrets. Use the list to keep you on track. It’s bound to 
be a great help to you.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
you’ll realize that a clean slate brings with 
it the chance for a new beginning. You feel 
excited and optimistic about the future. 

Your goals are clear and your mind is sharp. How can 
you not succeed? Take care not to let your fantasies 
run away with you. Keep your eyes on your attainable 
goals rather than waste time and energy chasing pipe 
dreams.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may 
be ready for some major career changes, 
Aquarius. You could be fed up with the stress 
and long hours of the corporate environ-

ment. Surely in this age of technology there’s a way to 
spend more time at home without sacrificing the qual-
ity of your work. Think about it for a few days. If you 
propose a feasible alternative to your boss, the positive 
response may surprise you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your intuition is 
working overtime today, Pisces, making you 
sensitive to others’ deepest emotions. It may 
be that the celestial atmosphere has everyone 

feeling open and honest, eager to grow into his or her 
most authentic self. Certainly that’s how you feel. Take 
some time out of your busy schedule to reflect on your 
regrets and successes. Be as true to yourself as possible.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Raman Jit Singh Chima, Naman M. Aggarwal and Akash Singh | thewire.in

On 15 data protection policy-making metrics, we found that the Srikrishna Committee output passed muster on four principles.
India’s Draft Data Protection Bill Needs to Do More to Stack Up Against Global Standards

I
ndia is at the cusp of enacting a 
data protection legislation. Af-
ter an eventful year following 
the Supreme Court’s Puttas-

wamy judgment interpreting right 
to privacy as a fundamental right 
and the appointment of experts’ 
committee on data protection in 
India by the Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology, en-
actment of data protection legisla-
tion appears to be finally nearer to 
its next stage.

On July 27, 2018, a ten-member 
committee of experts on the data 
protection framework in India 
submitted a 176-page report and 
a draft bill entitled The Personal 
Data Protection Bill, 2018 (“Draft 
Bill”) to the Minister of Electronics 
and Information Technology, Ravi 
Shankar Prasad. The committee 
was chaired by retired Indian Su-
preme Court Justice B.N. Srikrish-
na.

It is essential that the privacy 
and data protection framework 
for the next billion users of the in-
ternet is informed by global best 
practices, and provides a strong 
user rights-respecting regime. 
Foremost amongst these global 
standards and practices are those 
created and enforced by the EU. 
After many years of implementing 
its Data Protection Directive, the 
EU advanced its regulatory regime 
for data protection by enacted and 
recently officially implementing 
the General Data Protection Regu-
lation (GDPR). The GDPR is a posi-
tive framework for data protection, 
and will help users take back the 
control of their personal informa-
tion. The framework is inspiring a 
number of governments around 
the world to introduce data protec-
tion legislation or to upgrade exist-

ing laws. Setting aside the issue of 
remaining loopholes for protec-
tion, the EU’s GDPR is proving to 
serve as an important benchmark 
for data protection legislation.

The Draft Bill proposed by the 
Srikrishna Committee draws inspi-
ration in many instances from the 
GDPR. However, whether the Draft 
Bill provides an adequate frame-
work for protecting the rights of 
the citizens of India is a live matter 
of debate.

Assessing the work of the 
Srikrishna Committee
At the start of 2018, several of us in 
the Access Now public policy team 
produced a policy guide based on 
the EU GDPR experience for the 
lawmakers working on data pro-
tection legislation across the world. 
The guide, entitled, ‘Creating a 
Data Protection Framework: A Do’s 
and Don’ts Guide for Lawmakers – 
Lessons from the EU General Data 
Protection Regulation’, provides 
a list of key issues that lawmakers 
should consider and emphasise 
when drafting comprehensive data 
protection legislation.

A copy of this lawmakers’ guide 
was submitted to the B.N. Srikrish-
na Committee on data protection 
in India earlier this year as a re-
sponse to the public consultation 
carried out by the committee.

Following the submission of 
the report and the Draft Bill by the 
expert committee to the govern-
ment of India, we embarked on 
an exercise of evaluating the Draft 
Bill, using the principles from the 
lawmakers’ guide as the bench-
mark. We have sought to provide 
a clear, concise, and principles-
based evaluation of the complexi-
ties within the data protection 
framework proposed by the Indian 

expert committee.
A full copy of our larger evalu-

ation report – entitled ‘Assessing 
India’s proposed data protection 
framework: What the Srikrishna 
Committee recommendations 
could learn from the lessons of Eu-
rope’ – is now available online.

Overall, of our 15 data protec-
tion lessons we earlier identified, 
we found that the Srikrishna Com-
mittee output passed muster on 
four principles, needs improve-
ments on eight principles and 
failed in three areas. Overall, the 
Government of India needs to ad-
dress the shortcomings and fail-
ures in the output presented by the 
Srikrishna Committee in 11 areas 
of global data protection stand-
ards. This include the following 
areas:

– Ensure transparent, inclusive 
negotiations

– Define and include a list of 
binding data protection prin-
ciples in the law

– Define legal basis authorising 
data to be processed

– Include a list of binding users’ 
rights in the law

– Create binding and transpar-
ent mechanisms for secure 
data transfer to third countries

– Develop data breach preven-
tion and notification mecha-
nisms

– Establish independent author-
ity and robust mechanisms for 
enforcement

– Do not seek broad data protec-
tion and privacy limitations for 
national security

– Do not authorise processing of 
personal data based on the le-
gitimate interest of companies 
without strict limitations

– Do not develop a “right to be 

forgotten”
– Do not authorise companies to 

gather sensitive data without 
consent

Understanding the issues at play
The Draft Bill, in its current state, 
has many hits and misses. It is 
important to pay attention to the 
deeper details involved in many of 
these issues, in order to ensure that 
Parliament considers and passes a 
strong, effective privacy and data 
protection law aimed at protecting 
Indian citizens.

In our analysis, we found that 
the provisions of the Draft Bill de-
fining the scope of application of 
the law, along with data security 
measures proposed for entities, 
seem to be strong. While multiple 
important rights entitled to the us-
ers have been codified under the 
Draft Bill, many gaps persist under 
the proposed regime. Rights such 
as the right to access and rectify 
data have been diluted and must 
be strengthened, and certain key 
rights such as right to object and 
the right to explanation are not 
provided under the Draft Bill. The 
steps taken toward data integrity 
and data protection impact as-
sessment are encouraging and so 
are the provisions aimed at ensur-
ing proper consent and standards 
thereof. However, the provisions 
on obtaining prior explicit con-
sent have been diluted by the over-
broad criteria of “exercise of func-
tions of the state”.

We found the proposals for data 
localisation quite concerning, es-
pecially given such measures serve 
a surveillance and law enforce-
ment purpose, at the cost of pri-
vacy and protecting user data. In 
the absence of adequate regulation 
of governmental access to citizen 
data in India, these data localisa-
tion measures may make user data 

in India liable to indiscriminate ac-
cess by the government.

And that there is a severe need 
for reforming the surveillance re-
gime in India is a fact noted by 
the expert committee itself in its 
report. However, despite this ac-
knowledgement, neither the Draft 
Bill nor the report contain legisla-
tive language to reform and tighten 
Indian surveillance and investiga-
tory powers. This is exacerbated by 
the several exemptions currently 
proposed by the Srikrishna Com-
mittee to be provided to govern-
ment departments and other 
public agencies from data protec-
tion requirements in the name of 
“security of state” and “exercise 
of state functions”. This approach 
undermines confidence in the In-
dian government’s publicly stated 
resolve to truly protect the rights 
of its citizens and signal a surveil-
lance creep in the data protection 
regime in India.

The Data Protection Authority, 
as currently outlined by the legisla-
tive text proposed by the Srikrishna 
Committee, would not be suffi-
ciently independent from the ex-
ecutive or effective in its function-
ing. There are multiple concerns 
regarding the independence of the 
Authority, as well as ambiguities 
regarding the processes and ju-
risdiction of various departments 
within the Authority, particularly 
around the appointment, powers, 
and ways of working of the “adju-
dicatory officers” proposed in the 
Draft Bill to hear and decide claims 
brought by individuals regarding 
their data protection rights being 
infringed. The Draft Bill obliges 
the Data Protection Authority to 
conduct “‘mandatory” public con-
sultation while making “codes of 
practices”, but multiple areas of 
regulation have been put outside 
the purview of this obligation. It 

is imperative that such consulta-
tions are made mandatory with 
respect to all regulations issued by 
the Authority in order to be truly 
user-centric, transparent and ac-
countable.

The Draft Bill seeks to amend 
a few most celebrated rights of In-
dian democracy: the right to infor-
mation. The additional language 
proposed by this bill to add to the 
existing Right to Information Act 
raises significant dangers – which 
many in the right to information 
and right to privacy communities 
have raised concerns on – espe-
cially of government departments 
much more actively seeking to 
refuse right to information re-
quests.

Making sure we improve on the 
work of the Srikrishna Committee
The Srikrishna Committee report 
and its Draft Bill — which must 
be acted on by the government 
of India and finally considered in 
Parliament – requires further work 
to ensure that it truly protects the 
rights of users.

The outputs from the Srikrish-
na Committee ultimately represent 
the work of one expert committee. 
It is up to the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technology, 
and the government of India as 
a whole, to improve on the text 
provided to them and ensure that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Cabinet recommend a much 
stronger, citizen-focused bill for 
consideration by Parliament.

And ultimately, MPs must be 
allowed to perform their role and 
push themselves to only enact a 
strong privacy law for the Indian 
Union.

Raman Jit Singh Chima, Naman 
M. Aggarwal, and Akash Singh 
work with Access Now’s global 

policy team.
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Crucial Video Evidence of War Crimes is Being 
Deleted – How Can it Be Saved?

F
rom Syria to Myanmar and be-
yond, many of today’s most intrac-
table and brutal conflicts are being 
documented by everyday internet 

users equipped with smartphones. But 
even though they’re documenting vital 
evidence that could one day help convict 
perpetrators of atrocities, their footage 
and photos are at risk from the very plat-
forms that host them.

YouTube has deleted millions of vid-
eo files and thousands of user profiles 
deemed inappropriate or extremist. Many 
of the removed files documented events 
in Syria, including evidence of alleged in-
ternational crimes and content that could 
make a significant contribution to the his-
toric record of the conflict.

Then there’s Facebook. This year, UN 
Special Rapporteur Fionnuala Ní Aoláin 
asked the company to make its guide-
lines on terrorism-related content more 
specific, as the existing definitions risked 
removing content posted by legitimate op-
ponents of oppressive authorities. She told 
New York University’s Just Security news 
site that her office would take a similar 
approach to “other platforms whose prac-
tices mirror Facebook”.

What both these cases make clear is 
that if justice is to be done at the inter-
national level, in particular at the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC), new ways 
must be found to preserve and collect this 
kind of evidence.

Modern conflicts are now documented 
primarily via digital technology, and tradi-
tional observers from international bodies 
and the press often cannot reach conflict 
zones. This is a serious problem in both 
the Syrian conflict and the Rohingya crisis 
in Myanmar. Both have generated large 
volumes of civilian-made evidence, much 
of which is only accessible on online plat-
forms whose content guidelines it breach-
es. So how can this evidence be kept for 
use in future criminal proceedings?

Another way in
One major obstacle is that companies 
such as YouTube are often based prin-
cipally in the US, which is not a signa-
tory to the ICC’s founding Rome Statue 
and which vocally rejects the idea that it 
should or will co-operate with the court. 
Yet there may be a way round this prob-
lem. Many of these massive technology 
companies also operate in multiple ju-
risdictions – and that means the logical 
option is to pursue them through their of-
fices in signatory states.

One such state is Ireland, which hosts 
many Europe, Middle East and Africa 
company offices. Since Ireland is a signa-
tory to the Rome Statute, it would theoreti-
cally be in a position to seek the content 
they hold. But this isn’t quite the easy solu-
tion it seems.

Ireland’s Criminal Justice Act 2011 
makes it a criminal offence to falsify, 
conceal, destroy or dispose of potential 
evidence of a relevant offence. However, 
international criminal offences are not 

included in the definition of a “relevant 
offence” under the act. Even if the act 
were amended to include international 
criminal offences, the legislation imposes 
a high bar for establishing an offence by a 
body corporate. In a case like YouTube’s, 
where the deletion was a result of algo-
rithmic programming, it’s un-
likely that the threshold 
would be met.

Ireland operates 
a so-called dual-
ist system, mean-
ing international 
law – including 
the Rome Statute 
– becomes effec-
tive only once it 
is translated into 
national law. And 
the country’s In-
ternational Crimi-
nal Court Act of 2006, 
which does transpose 
the main requirements of 
the Rome Statute into Irish law, 
does not make it an offence to fail to re-
port or preserve evidence.

Complicating matters still further is 
that while a company may have head-
quarters in Ireland or another signatory 
state, the servers on which the content is 
stored may be located in another country 
and national authorities, seeking to coop-
erate with an ICC investigation, may find 
the content is beyond their jurisdictional 
reach.

Slipping through the net
Solutions have been sought. The Interna-
tional Bar Association has developed an 
app, EyeWitness to Atrocities, which au-
thenticates and stores open source video 
evidence of human rights abuses submit-

ted by users. But the app only collects 
video files, and the practical 

reality is that many civil-
ians in conflict zones 

simply may not 
know it exists.

Other tools 
are in use too, 
among them 
the UN’s In-
ternational, 
Impartial and 
Independent 

Me c h a n i s m , 
which col-

lects and 
preserves evi-

dence of international hu-
manitarian law violations in 
Syria. But many of these also fall 
short. A conflict has to escalate to a 
certain level before evidence collecting 
mechanisms are created, and evidence is 
almost certainly lost or deleted before that 
threshold is met. Equally, the huge work-
force required to search and preserve open 
source evidence from across the internet is 

beyond the capacity of most public insti-
tutions.

The most predictable way to ensure 
evidence is preserved would probably be 
an ICC-run platform to which individu-
als could upload evidence for the record, 
complementing the court’s own proactive 
investigations. But so far, it’s not clear that 
the the court is seriously attempting to ful-
ly engage with the work of collecting and 
preserving crucial evidence that only ex-
ists in digital, user-generated form.

This issue is only getting more seri-
ous, and a comprehensive solution is long 
overdue. Even worse, many leaders with 
the power to take action seem unaware of 
the implications of what’s currently hap-
pening.

In his 2018 state of the Union speech, 
the president of the European Commis-
sion, Jean-Claude Junker, proposed fin-
ing digital platforms that failed to remove 
extremist content within one hour. That 

wouldn’t just fail to protect potential ev-
idence, but might mean even more 

of it was preemptively deleted.

Roisin Costello is a 
PhD candidate at 

Trinity College 
Dublin School 

of Law



NEWS IN BRIEF
After heavy rains, weather to remain 
dry in Himachal from Wednesday
Shimla, Sep. 25 (PTI): The Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) Tuesday predicted dry weather for Himachal 
Pradesh from Wednesday onwards, a much-needed 
respite to the people of the state, who have been battling 
heavy rains for the last three days. At least eight people 
have been killed in rain-related incidents in the state since 
Sunday. The monsoon activity, which was vigorous in in 
the state on Monday, remained less active on Tuesday, 
Director, Meteorological Centre Shimla, Manmohan Singh 
said. The weather will generally remain dry in the state 
from Wednesday onwards, he added.

Foreign cigarettes worth INR 4 lakh 
seized at Jaipur airport
Jaipur, Sep. 25 (PTI): A passenger was detained by 
the customs department here after 40,000 cigarettes 
of foreign brands worth around Rs 4 lakh were seized 
from him at the Jaipur International Airport, a senior 
official said Tuesday. Sumit Chagnani, a resident of 
Ajmer, had alighted from a flight from Thailand and 
was detained at the airport Monday night, he said. 
Cigarettes of ESSE and Dunhill brands worth around Rs 
4 lakh were seized from the accused, the official said. 
He said a search was being conducted at the accused’s 
residence and he was being interrogated further. 
Travelling history has revealed that the accused was 
a frequent flyer, the official said, adding that a penalty 
of up to equal value of the seized consignment can 
be imposed.

Bodies of two sisters found in drain in 
Delhi’s Alipur
New Delhi, Sep. 25 (PTI): The bodies of two sisters, in their 
20s, were found in a drain in Alipur area of North West 
Delhi’s Rohini, the police said Tuesday. The women were 
missing since the evening of September 19 and a case was 
registered in this connection at the Seelampur police sta-
tion in northeast Delhi, a family member said. The sisters 
had left home saying they were going to a bus terminal 
but did not return, following which the family approached 
police, he added.
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Congress throwing muck, conspiring to topple me — Modi Rapid urbanisation, 
Climate Change 
ruining farmers — 
Harsimrat Badal

Why is government silent on demand 
for disclosing Rafale price, asks Rahul 

SC verdict on constitutional 
validity of Aadhaar likely  today

Tharoor says plea for 
cancelling  his bail not 
maintainable 

SC wants law against criminals entering 
legislatures, orders parties to give wide publicity 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP National President Amit Shah (right) wave at  supporters during 
BJP ‘Karyakarta Mahakumbh’, in Bhopal, Tuesday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses the media on the second day of his visit to his 
parliamentary constituency Amethi, Tuesday

PTI

Bhopal, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
Amid a raging row over 
Rafale, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tues-
day accused the Congress 
of throwing muck and in-
dulging in a campaign of 
slander and lies against 
him and of trying to form 
an “international alliance” 
to oust him.

He also slammed the 
main opposition party say-
ing it has become so weak 
that it has to beg small par-
ties to forge alliance in the 
coming elections. 

“What has happened 
to the 125-year-old Con-
gress? We have decided to 
fight elections on the issue 
of development, but they 
want to fight the election 
by breaking the society. 
They want to capture pow-
er through mischief. They 
want to use a handful of 
people to spread falsehood 
and storm of lies to capture 
power,” he said, without 
referring directly to the Ra-
fale jets deal on which the 
Congress has raised several 
questions. 

“Best wishes for their 
new path. But we are fol-
lowing the path of strong 
organisation,” Modi said, 
addressing the ‘Karyakar-
ta Mahakumbh’ in poll-
bound Madhya Pradesh. 

The Prime Minister said 
the Congress was not suc-
ceeding in getting allies and 
even if they get one, “I don’t 

New Delhi, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday declined to dis-
qualify candidates against 
whom cognisance of 
chargesheet have been 
taken by courts, saying no 
further disqualification un-
der the law could be added 
but urged Parliament to 
enact a law to address the 
malaise of criminals enter-
ing legislatures.

At the same time, the 
apex Court directed po-
litical parties to post on 
their websites and widely 
publicise in the media, 
both print and electronic, 
full details of the criminal 
charges against the candi-
dates they would be field-
ing in elections.

Pronouncing the judg-
ment, a five-judge Consti-
tution Bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
also said that the law on 
criminals entering poli-
tics should also address 
fake cases being instituted 
against political oppo-
nents. 

The court said that the 
time had come for Par-
liament to enact a law 
to “cleanse the polluted 
stream of politics” by pro-

hibiting people with crimi-
nal antecedents in the po-
litical system. “The nation 
eagerly waits for such legis-
lation ... and the sooner the 
better, before it becomes 
fatal to democracy,” the 
court added.

The court directed that 
the candidate as well as the 
concerned political party 
“shall issue a declaration 
in the widely circulated 
newspapers in the locality 
about the antecedents of 
the candidate and also give 
wide publicity in the elec-
tronic media”, said Chief 
Justice Misra, speaking for 
the five-judge Constitution 
Bench. 

“When we say wide 
publicity, we mean that 
the same shall be done at 
least thrice after filing of 
the nomination papers,” 
said the bench, also com-
prising Justice Rohinton 
Fali Nariman, Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar, Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud and Justice 
Indu Malhotra.

T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n 
Bench said the society 
had a “legitimate expec-
tation to be governed by 
proper constitutional gov-
ernance. The country feels 

agonized when money 
and muscle power be-
come the supreme power”, 
it said. 

The apex court called 
for “substantial efforts” to 
prohibit people with crimi-
nal antecedents so that 
they do not even “conceive 
of the idea of entering into 
politics” and should be 
“kept at bay”.

It said: “We are sure, 
the law making wing of the 
democracy of this country 
will take it upon itself to 
cure the malignancy. We 
say so as such a malignan-

cy is not incurable. It only 
depends upon the time 
and stage when one starts 
treating it.

“It is one thing to take 
cover under the presump-
tion of innocence of the 
accused but it is equally 
imperative that persons 
who enter public life and 
participate in law making 
should be above any kind 
of serious criminal allega-
tion,” the court urged Par-
liament Under the criminal 
law, an accused person is 
presumed to be innocent 
till convicted by the court.

Holding that “informed 
choice” is the cornerstone 
to have a “pure and strong 
democracy”, the court said: 
“The complete informa-
tion about the criminal 
antecedents of the candi-
dates forms the bedrock of 
wise decision-making and 
informed choice by the 
citizens.” 

Issuing a slew of di-
rections to the political 
parties and prospective 
candidates, the court di-
rected that the candidate 
contesting elections “shall 
state, in bold letters”, about 

the criminal cases pend-
ing against him/her in the 
form provided by the Elec-
tion Commission at the 
time of filing nomination 
papers.

The court directed 
that a candidate contest-
ing election on the ticket 
of a political party would 
inform the party about the 
criminal cases pending 
against him/her and that 
party “shall be obligated 
to put up on its website” 
information on criminal 
antecedents of the candi-
date fielded by it.
Legislators cannot be de-
barred from practising as 
advocates 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday said that lawyers-
turned-lawmakers, both 
in Parliament and the state 
legislatures cannot be 
barred from practising be-
fore the courts during their 
term as lawmakers.

“To sum up, we hold 
that the provisions of the 
Advocates Act of 1961 and 
the Bar Council of India 
Rules framed thereunder 
do not place any restric-
tions on the legislators to 
practise as advocates dur-

ing the relevant period,” 
said the bench of Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra, Jus-
tice A.M. Khanwilkar and 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
in their judgment.

The court said this 
while addressing a limited 
question whether legisla-
tors can be debarred from 
practising as advocates 
during the period when 
they continue to be the 
members of Parliament or 
a state Assembly/Council.

The top court judg-
ment refusing to restrict 
lawmakers from practising 
as advocates before the 
courts has come as boost to 
senior lawyers Kapil Sibal, 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, P. 
Chidambaram, K.T.S. Tulsi, 
Pinaki Misra, Meenakshi 
Lekhi and K. Parasaran, 
who are among the parlia-
mentarians practising as 
advocates.

While rejecting the 
plea to bar the lawyer-
cum-lawmakers from 
practising law before the 
courts, the top court also 
said that the conferment 
of power on the mem-
bers of Parliament to move 
an impeachment motion 
against the judge(s) of the 

constitutional courts does 
not per se result in con-
flict of interest or a case of 
impacting constitutional 
morality or for that matter 
institutional integrity.

The court’s verdict 
came on a plea filed by 
advocate and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader 
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, 
contending that MPs/
MLAs practising as ad-
vocates pose a conflict of 
interest under the provi-
sions of the Advocates Act, 
1961, and the Bar Council 
of India Rules.

The plea had sought a 
ban on legislators practis-
ing as advocates for the pe-
riod that they occupy such 
positions as lawmakers, 
contending that the dual 
role would also amount to 
professional misconduct 
when MPs and MLAs, who 
get salary and other ben-
efits from public funds, 
appear against the govern-
ment as lawyers.

The court said that 
merely because the advo-
cate concerned is an elect-
ed people’s representative, 
it does not follow that he/
she has indulged in profes-
sional misconduct.

see them succeeding”. 
“So they are trying to 

forge an alliance interna-
tionally. Now will a foreign 
country decide who will be 
the country’s Prime Minis-
ter? After losing power, you 
have lost your balance,” 
he said. 

Modi said that there 
should have been some-
thing left in the grand old 
party “but nothing is left 
there. Now Congress has 
become a burden. And sav-
ing the country from the 
Congress is the democratic 
duty of the people.” 

He said it was time for 
the opposition to change 

itself. 
“I came to politics in 

2001. Before that I was 
a working for the Sangh 
(RSS). But since then you 
used all your power to 
abuse me. You left no stone 
unturned to defame me. 
But the more you threw 
muck on me, the lotus blos-
somed more and more. 
And the people have reject-
ed your claims repeatedly.

“The more muck they 
(Congress) throw, more 
lotuses will bloom, in every 
booth, every block, every 
village, every city and every 
corner of the country.”

The Prime Minister’s 

stinging attack comes in 
the wake of Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi’s sharp 
offensive against Modi, 
calling him a thief over the 
Rafale fighter deal after 
the former French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande’s 
comment that the Indian 
government had pushed 
a private firm as the offset 
partner for Dassault Avia-
tion. 

He alleged that the 
Congress had not done any 
introspection even after 
its shattering defeat in the 
2014 Lok Sabha elections 
because of the “arrogance” 
that the Prime Minister’s 

post was reserved for the 
“family”. 

“This alliance is due 
to the fear of defeat. It is 
not for the betterment of 
the country.  They have 
had so much arrogance 
that they would not have 
gone to smaller parties for 
alliances. But such is the 
condition that they have 
to beg for alliances now. 
If they would have done 
some introspection, then 
this condition of going and 
hugging, getting photo-
graphs clicked with leaders 
of parties, and begging for 
alliance would not have 
come.”

He said the country was 
taking its place on global 
platforms. “The world is 
accepting India’s iron will. 
I have come to tell you that 
elections are ahead and 
don’t worry as our mantra 
of winning election is with 
us. We don’t fight election 
with money and muscle 
power. But we win elections 
with people’s power.” 

Accusing the Congress 
of doing vote-bank poli-
tics, Modi said they did not 
support the cause of triple 
talaq. 

“Triple talaq is not ac-
cepted in many Islamic 
countries. But due to their 
vote bank politics here, 
even though their leader is 
a woman (Sonia Gandhi), 
they remained silent on the 
issue of supporting it.”

New Delhi, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
Union Minister for Food 
Processing Industries Har-
simrat Kaur Badal on Tues-
day said rapid urbanisa-
tion and erratic climate 
are ruining the lives of 
farmers.

Addressing the “Na-
tional Post Harvest and 
Logistics Summit” here, 
Badal said: “As a politician I 
understand how the erratic 
climate change is playing 
havoc not just with the 
environment, but also the 
farmers.

Explaining the coun-
try’s climatic conditions, 
the Minister said that every 
year floods ravage half the 
nation while the other half 
reels under drought.

There would be a hu-
mongous wastage of food 
unless the country has 
adequate cold storage 
facilities and good post-
harvest practices, the Min-
ister said, adding that due 
to lack of critical infra-
structure, millions were 
starving. Ashok Dalwai, 
Chairman of the Commit-
tee on Doubling Farmers’ 
Income, said the corpo-
rate sector should play a 
greater role, as 48 per cent 
of people still depend on 
agriculture.

Amethi, Sep. 25 (IANS): Continuing 
his attack on the Rafale deal, Con-
gress President on Tuesday ques-
tioned the government’s silence on 
the demand for disclosing the price 
of the fighter jets being bought from 
France.

“We have asked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the Defence 
Minister what is the price of the air-
craft. The Defence Minister says she 
will not let the youth of Hindustan 
know the price. The Defence Minis-
ter told us that there is a secret pact 
between India and France (not to 
disclose the price),” he told reporters 
on the second day of his visit to his 
constituency.

He said he raked up the issue with 
visiting French President Emmanuel 
Macron and asked him if there was 
a secrecy pact between the two gov-
ernments not to disclose the details.

“Again they (Indian government) 
tell us that we cannot reveal the price 
of the Rafale aircraft but Macron told 
me there is nothing as such. If the 
Indian government wants to reveal 
the price of the Rafale aircraft, they 
can,” the Congress chief said.

“First, the question is why did the 
Defence Minister lie? Then suddenly 
you get the price of the aircraft Rs 
526 crore versus Rs 1,600 crore. Even 
other countries have bought Rafale 
aircraft but not for Rs 1,600 crore,” 

New Delhi, Sep. 25 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court will likely pro-
nounce on Wednesday its ver-
dict on the batch of petitions 
challenging the constitutional 
validity of Aadhaar on grounds 
of it being violative of the funda-
mental right to privacy.

Besides the validity of Aad-
haar, the verdict on challenge 
to the tabling of Aadhaar as a 
money bill will also be impor-
tant as it would have a bearing 
on the powers of the Lok Sabha 
Speaker. The five-judge consti-
tution bench comprising Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra, Justice A.K. 
Sikri, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud and 
Justice Ashok Bhushan had re-
served the verdict after hearing 
the petitions for over 38 days 
starting January 17 this year.

Besides the constitutional 
validity of Aadhaar on the touch-
stone of right to privacy, the 
other issue, if Aadhaar is to stay, 
what would be the scope and 
width of its applicability.

As of now Centre has is-
sued 139 notifications, practi-
cally touching every aspect of a 
citizen’s day-to-day life, making 
Aadhaar linking mandatory.

An offshoot of challenge to 
Aadhaar scheme on the grounds 

of it being violative of right to 
privacy was that a nine-judge 
constitution bench examined 
the issue and in August 2017 
had held that the right to privacy 
was a fundamentals right. The 
August 2017 verdict holding pri-
vacy a fundamental right is likely 
to impact the Aadhaar verdict.

While holding that the right 
to privacy was a fundamental 
right, Justice Chandrachud in 
his August 2017 judgment had 
said, “Apart from national secu-
rity, the state may have justifi-
able reasons for the collection 
and storage of data. In a social 
welfare state, the government 
embarks upon programmes 
which provide benefits to im-
poverished and marginalised 
sections of society.”

Speaking on data protection 
in August 2017 judgment Justice 
Chandrachud had said, “Infor-
mational privacy is a facet of the 
right to privacy. The dangers to 
privacy in an age of information 
can originate not only from the 
state but from non-state actors 
as well.”

In the course of the Aad-
haar hearing, the constitution 
bench had described data as a 
“goldmine of commercial infor-
mation.”

New Delhi, Sep. 25 (IANS): Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor told the Delhi High Court on Tuesday 
that a plea for cancelling his anticipatory bail is 
not maintainable as the petitioner has no locus 
standi.

Tharoor’s counsel and senior advocate Vikas 
Pahwa told Justice R.K. Gauba that the plea chal-
lenging the bail is not maintainable because law 
has granted right to the accused to move an-
ticipatory bail apprehending arrest and that the 
sessions court has power to deal with it.

Pahwa said the apprehension of arrest 
“proved” right when the police opposed the 
anticipatory bail plea before the sessions court.

The court was hearing advocate Deepak 
Anand’s plea for cancelling the anticipatory bail 
granted by a sessions court on July 5 to Tharoor, 
who is accused of abetting suicide of his wife 
Sunanda Pushkar. However, Delhi Police has sup-
ported the plea but questioned the petitioner’s 
stand on filing the plea.

“I am supporting him provided he proves his 
locus,” said Rahul Mehra, Delhi Police’s standing 
counsel.

The petitioner says the anticipatory bail ap-
plication of the Congress leader was premature 
and not maintainable since it was not in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC) and also in violation of the law 
laid down by the Supreme Court.

Citing a top court judgment, Anand said that 
anticipatory bail plea can only be filed during 
investigation or prior to investigation but not 
after the issuance of summons.

he said. Referring to the offset agree-
ment between French manufacturer 
Dassault and an Indian private firm, 
Gandhi said for 70 years HAL has 
been making aircraft while the pri-
vate firm had not made any aircraft.

Making a reference to the deal 
signed between the two govern-
ments headed by Modi and former 
French President Francois Hollande, 
he said (French) journalists had 
asked Hollande as to who gave the 

deal to the private firm -- whether it 
was Modi, the French government 
or Dassault.

“Hollande told them... No. The 
decision was taken by Prime Minister 
Modi. This is the truth,” Gandhi said.

“He (Modi) always says that he 
wants to be the ‘chowkidar’ of the na-
tion, not the Prime Minister. But he 
has given away the money belong-
ing to the people of the country to a 
private firm.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Trump signs revised South 
Korean trade deal
New York, Sep. 25 (IANS): US President Donald 
Trump signed a revised free trade agreement with 
South Korea, cementing the first bilateral trade deal 
of  his administration. Trump had said last year that 
he was planning to withdraw from Washington’s trade 
agreement with South Korea, but he said on Monday 
that his government is presently negotiating “many” 
other such deals that will be “fair and reciprocal” for 
the US. The revised agreement includes steps to open 
up the South Korean market to increased American 
exports, most notably for automobile, and will allow 
the US to continue imposing a 25 per cent tariff  on 
Korean trucks until 2041, reports The New York 
Times.

Swedish PM loses no-confidence 
vote
Stockholm, Sep. 25 (IANS): Swedish Prime Minister 
Stefan Lofven will step down following his defeat in a 
parliamentary no-confidence vote on Tuesday brought 
against him by the opposition. Lofven received only 
142 votes backing his continuity at the helm of  the 
Swedish executive, while 204 lawmakers voted for his 
removal, reports Efe news. He is set to continue leading 
his minority coalition government on an interim 
basis until the newly-constituted Riksdag (Sweden’s 
unicameral legislative) elects a new government.

Trump says he wants to hold 
second summit with Kim

Nepal to award 1,200 MW hydro 
project to Chinese company 

Pak. SC promises security to Musharraf on his return

China says can’t hold US trade talks with ‘knife to the throat’

Washington, Sep. 25 (PTI): US 
President Donald Trump has 
said he expects to hold a second 
summit with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un “in the not too dis-
tant future” over the progress in 
the denuclearisation of the Ko-
rean Peninsula and praised him 
for being “very open and terrific”.

The two leaders held their first 
historic meeting in Singapore 
in June but the details of their 
agreement over disarmament 
were vague, with no timeline 
or indication on how the steps 
towards denuclearisation would 
be achieved. 

“I am going to be meeting 
with Chairman Kim in the not-
too-distant future. The location 
is being worked on, the time is 
being worked on, and we will 
be announcing it,” Trump told 
reporters during a meeting with 
his South Korean counterpart 
Moon Jae-In in New York on the 
sidelines of the annual UN Gen-
eral Assembly.

Trump praised Kim as “very 
open” and “terrific”, despite the 
glacial pace of progress toward 
denuclearisation on the Korean 
Peninsula.

His comments were in stark 
contrast to his debut address at 
last year’s general assembly when 
he threatened to “totally destroy” 
North Korea and denounced Kim 
as “rocket man”. Pyongyang re-
sponded by calling the US presi-
dent “mentally deranged”.

The White House on Monday 
said the two leaders discussed 

plans for a second summit be-
tween Trump and Kim and com-
mitted to closely coordinating the 
next steps. 

Moon shared with Trump the 
outcomes of this month’s inter-
Korean summit, which included 
Kim’s reiteration of his commit-
ment to completing denucleari-
sation, the White House said.

“Trump commended Presi-
dent Moon on conducting a 
successful third inter-Korean 
summit with Chairman Kim and 
noted that there remained much 
work to be done to accomplish 
their mutual goal of achieving the 
final, fully verified denuclearisa-
tion of North Korea,” said a read-
out of the meeting.

The two leaders agreed on the 
importance of maintaining vigor-
ous enforcement of the existing 
sanctions to ensure North Korea 
understands that denuclearisa-
tion is the only path to economic 
prosperity and lasting peace on 
the Korean Peninsula, it added. 

Since the June 12 meeting be-
tween Trump and Kim, the North 
has made overtures to the South 
and tried to improve its image.

While little concrete change 
has occurred, North Korea has 
suspended its controversial mis-
sile testing, a major source of 
regional tension.

Kim has promised to disman-
tle North Korea’s main missile 
testing and launching site, and 
said he could decommission the 
main nuclear test site, if the US 
took some reciprocal action.

Ka t h m a n d u , Se p. 2 5 
(PTI): Nepal has revived 
a deal with a Chinese 
state-owned firm to con-
struct a USD 2.5 billion 
hydroelectric plant, that 
had been scrapped by the 
previous government, of-
ficials said.

Prime Minister K P 
Oli’s governemnt last 
week decided to hand 
over the Budhi Gandaki 
Hydropower  Project , 
to the China Gezhou-
ba Group Corporation 
(CGGC), reversing the 
former Sher Bahadur 
Deuba government’s de-
cision to develop the 1200 
MW project with internal 
resources.

A Nepal Cabinet meet-
ing on Friday directed the 
Energy Ministry to initiate 
the process to award the 
project to the Chinese de-
veloper. As per the Cabi-
net decision, the ministry 
has been asked to hold 
talks with the Gezhouba, 
prepare a proposal, and 
strike a deal to execute the 
USD 2.5 billion reservoir 
project, the Kathmandu 
Post reported.

Following the govern-
ment decision, the Energy 
Ministry will now invite 
the Chinese company for 
talks and prepare a draft 
of the memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) be-
fore signing it, according 
to multiple sources at the 
ministry.

“The understanding 
will be signed to execute 

the project under the en-
gineering, procurement, 
construction and financ-
ing (EPCF) model,” said 
one senior official.

This is not the first 
time that the government 
has roped in the Chinese 
developer to develop the 
Budhi Gandaki project. 
The Pushpa Kamal Dahal-
led government had, in 
May 2017, also signed an 
MoU with the CGGC to 
execute the project under 
the EPCF model.

The agreement invited 
controversy as the project 
was handed to the Chi-
nese company without 
initiating a competitive 
bidding process.

However, the Deuba 
administration scrapped 
the deal in November 
last year citing irregu-
larities. After cancelling 
the agreement with the 
Chinese company, the 
then government had 
plans to build the project 
using domestic financial 
resources via the state-
owned Nepal Electricity 
Authority. Subsequently, 
a committee was formed 
to explore financing op-
tions to build the power 
plant.

The committee had 
suggested that the gov-
ernment develop the 
project on its own by 
providing viability gap 
funding, covering around 
one-third of the project’s 
development cost. The 
Cabinet during the Deuba 

administration approved 
the committee report and 
agreed to provide the gap 
funding.

But the plan never ma-
terialised as the govern-
ment changed before the 
decision could be imple-
mented. The new admin-
istration under Oli, who 
had publicly criticised 
Deuba’s decision to scrap 
the deal with the Chinese 
company, disowned the 
previous administration’s 
decision.

Landlocked Nepal suf-
fers from massive energy 
shortages and is com-
pelled to buy power from 
neighbouring India.

Experts have criticised 
the Oli government’s deci-
sion to rehire the Chinese 
company to develop the 
project without competi-
tive bidding, saying such 
a move might make the 
project expensive. 

The Budhi Gandaki 
project has been touted 
as a key project to resolve 
the perennial power crisis 
in the country. 

M o r e  t h a n  8 , 0 0 0 
households will be af-
fected by the project, ac-
cording to a new report. 
It states that the reservoir 
for the storage project will 
submerge 3,560 house-
holds, which will have to 
be resettled in an alter-
native location with due 
compensation. As many 
as 4,557 houses will be 
partially affected by the 
project.

Islamabad, Sep. 25 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
on Tuesday assured former 
dictator General Pervez 
Musharraf that high-level 
security will be provided 
to him if he returns to the 
country to face the trial 
in a high-profile treason 
case.

Musharraf, 75, has 
been living in Dubai since 
2016. The former Army 
chief is facing a high-pro-
file treason case and has 
been declared absconder 
due to his persistent fail-
ure to appear before the 
special trial court set up to 
try him in the case.

A  t h r e e - m e m b e r 
bench, presided by Chief 
Justice Saqib Nisar was 
hearing a petition on Tues-
day pertaining to losses 
suffered by the country 
after the promulgation 
of the National Recon-
ciliation Ordinance (NRO) 
case in 2007.

Nisar asked Mushar-
raf ’s lawyer Athar Shah 
why did he not return to 
Pakistan, the Dawn news-
paper reported.

“He left the country 
on the pretext of pain in 
his backbone but he can 
be seen dancing abroad,” 
Nisar said.

The lawyer responded 
that the former military 
ruler respected the courts 

but could not return be-
cause of security issues.

The chief justice said 
that the head of the Rang-
ers force in the relevant 
province will be responsi-
ble for Musharraf’s secu-
rity upon his return to the 

country, the report said.
Musharraf will also be 

offered the services of best 
available doctors in the 
country if he comes back, 
Nisar asserted.

The court also ordered 
to de-seal Musharraf ’s 

farmhouse to accommo-
date him upon his return.

The case pertains to 
the recovery of a large 
amount of public money 
wasted allegedly by former 
presidents Musharraf, Asif 
Zardari and former attor-
ney general Malik Qayyum 
in the wake of the NRO in 
2007.

During Tuesday’s hear-
ing, Musharraf ’s lawyer 
presented details of his 
assets in Pakistan and 
abroad.

According to Shah, 
Musharraf owns nothing 
in the country, whereas he 
has a flat in Dubai and a 
farmhouse in Chak Shah-
zad that has been leased in 
Musharraf’s wife’s name.

The former president 
was indicted in March 
2014 on treason charges 
for imposing emergency 
in the country which led 
to the confinement of a 
number of superior court 
judges in their houses and 
sacking of over 100 judges.

A conviction for high-
profile treason carries the 
death penalty or life im-
prisonment.

Musharraf, who ruled 
Pakistan from 1999 to 
2008, has been declared 
a fugitive in the Benazir 
Bhutto murder case and 
Red Mosque cleric killing 
case.

Beijing, Sep. 25 (AFP): China said 
on Tuesday it was impossible to 
hold trade talks with the United 
States while Washington is im-
posing tariffs that are like “hold-
ing a knife to someone’s throat”.

Speaking a day after Washing-
ton activated tariffs on 200 billion 
in Chinese goods, vice commerce 
minister Wang Shouwen said 
China is open to negotiations but 
that the two sides must treat each 
other “equally and with respect”.

“Now that the US has adopted 
this type of large-scale trade re-
strictions, they’re holding a knife 
to someone’s throat. Under these 
circumstances, how can negotia-
tions proceed?” Wang told a news 
conference.

US Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin had invited Chinese 
officials to hold new talks, but 
President Donald Trump’s lat-
est salvo -- and warnings that 
another 267 billion of goods are 
being lined up -- appear to have 
scuttled that effort.

Wang met US officials in 
Washington in August but there 
have been no high-level meet-
ings between the world’s top two 
economies for months.

He said Tuesday the US meas-
ures “have made it impossible for 
the negotiations to proceed” and 
blamed the US for abandoning 
a consensus on trade that was 
struck in May, but was quickly 
followed by new US tariffs.

High-ranking officials from 
several Chinese government 
agencies held a press conference 
on Tuesday as Beijing rolled out 
a new white paper claiming to 
set the record straight on trade 
related facts.

Fu Ziying, another vice min-
ister of commerce, noted that 
some in the United States accuse 
Beijing of engaging in unfair 

competitive practices, causing 
the huge trade deficit between 
the two countries.

“This is totally devoid of fact, 
groundless, and totally mislead-
ing,” he said, adding that Ameri-
can firms sold 700 billion worth 
of goods in China each year, 
earning more than 500 billion in 
profit.

The trade fight between the 
top two economic giants has 
steadily escalated through the 
summer, as the US levied two 
waves of new tariffs that have 
now hit about 250 billion worth 
of goods, roughly half of China’s 
exports to the United States.

Beijing has struck back with 
each step, hitting 110 billion 
worth of US goods, or nearly 
everything China buys from the 
United States.

Experts have warned the 
snowballing trade spat will harm 

both economies and even glo-
bal growth, with Fitch Ratings 
cutting its growth estimates for 
China and the world for 2019.

China’s exports to the US 
accounted for 19 percent of all 
its overseas shipments last year, 
according to the white paper 
published by China’s cabinet, the 
State Council, on Monday.

Officials in Beijing said they 
planned to step up support for 
harmed industries and compa-
nies as they seek to offset the 
trade war’s effects.

“We will actively take all types 
of measures to help companies 
resolve their difficulties,” said Luo 
Wen, vice minister of industry 
and information technology.

China will “earnestly reduce 
taxes and burdens for companies 
and strive to optimise the busi-
ness environment”, he added.

Some European and Ameri-

can firms have already started 
shifting supply chains out of Chi-
na, or put new investments on 
hold, according to industry group 
surveys, a potential problem for 
Beijing as economic growth sags.

Foreign firms said the latest 
round of US tariffs, hitting a wide 
swathe of products including 
electronics and furniture, would 
worsen their problems, accord-
ing to the surveys.

Luo called the trade-related 
risks driving firms out of China 
a natural phenomenon and said 
Beijing would look at the situa-
tion rationally.

“We believe the vast major-
ity of companies will remain in 
China and deepen their develop-
ment,” he said.

China-US negotiations dif-
ficult with ‘gun to the head’

A Chinese Minister said on 
Tuesday that it was difficult to 
negotiate with the US to resolve 
the trade war between them as 
Washington was figuratively 
putting a gun to their head.

Vice Minister of Commerce 
Wang Shouwen made the re-
marks to the media a day after 
Beijing and Washington imposed 
the largest ever tariffs on one 
another, further intensifying the 
trade war, reports Efe news.

Wang claimed that the US 
government had abandoned its 
understanding of China.

The Minister said that Chi-
nese tariffs worth $60 billion was 
nothing but a countermeasure 
and that Beijing was left with no 
choice, which would be detri-
mental to some US sectors such 
as liquefied natural gas.

The US, for its part, imposed 
duties on Chinese imports worth 
$200 billion in the latest turn 
of events in the trade war that 
started in July.

Pervez Musharraf

 President Donald Trump    Iranian leader Hassan Rouhani

Iran in the spotlight as Trump, Rouhani set for UN clash
United Nation, Sep. 25 
(AFP): A showdown looms 
at the United Nations over 
Iran on Tuesday as Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
Iranian leader Hassan 
Rouhani are set to square 
off during the world’s big-
gest diplomatic gathering.

On the opening day of 
the General Assembly de-
bate, Trump and Rouhani 
are to take their turn at the 
podium four months after 
the US president ditched 
the Iran nuclear deal.

The five remaining 
parties to the agreement 
-- Britain, China, France, 
Ger many and Russia 
-- announced Monday 
plans to keep business 
ties alive with Iran, staring 
down Washington’s move 
to impose sanctions.

Eyeing his  second 
summit with North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong 
Un ,  Tr u m p  w i l l  a l s o 

tout his diplomacy with 
Pyongyang as a win, even 
if the North has taken 
little concrete action to 
dismantle its missile and 
nuclear programs.

Trump withdrew from 

the nuclear deal in May, 
to the dismay of European 
allies, Russia and China 
which had invested years 
in negotiations to achieve 
a milestone agreement 
on keeping Iran’s nuclear 

ambitions in check.
In his address, Rou-

hani will stress that Iran 
continues to stick to the 
2015 deal and portray the 
United States as a pariah 
for breaking its interna-

tional commitments.
Trump used his UN 

address last year to bash 
the nuclear deal as “an 
embarrassment”, signal-
ing that the United States 
was ready to walk away 
from the agreement.

After its exit, the Unit-
ed States maintains that 
it is seeking to ramp up 
pressure on Iran which it 
accuses of sowing chaos 
in Iraq, Syria, Yemen and 
Lebanon.

E U  f o re i g n  p o l i c y 
chief Federica Mogherini 
(r), speaking alongside 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif 
(l), said a new payment 
system would be set up to 
allow oil companies and 
businesses to continue 
trading with Iran

“As I have said repeat-
edly, regime change in 
Iran is not the adminis-
tration’s policy,” Trump’s 

national security adviser 
John Bolton told report-
ers.

“We’ve imposed very 
stringent sanctions on 
Iran, more are coming, 
and what we expect from 
Iran is massive changes in 
their behavior,” he said.

After a late meeting on 
Monday, EU foreign poli-
cy chief Federica Mogh-
erini announced that a 
new legal entity would 
be set up to preserve oil 
and other business links 
with Iran.

“This will mean that 
EU member-states will set 
up a legal entity to facili-
tate legitimate financial 
transactions with Iran 
and this will allow Euro-
pean companies to con-
tinue to trade with Iran,” 
Mogherini told reporters, 
flanked by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif.

Give enabling 
environment, stick 
to FTA — China 
tells Maldives 
Beijing, Sep. 25 (IANS): A wary China on 
Tuesday hoped that the Maldives’ new 
government will provide an “enabling 
environment” to Chinese companies and 
stick to the controversial Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) Beijing had signed with the 
now ousted President Abdulla Yameen.

China congratulated the Maldives 
for holding successful elections in which 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih of the Maldiv-
ian Democratic Party (MDP) defeated 
incumbent Yameen, perceived to be close 
to Beijing.

The MDP was critical of increased 
Chinese investment and the FTA which 
was rushed through the country’s Parlia-
ment without debate last year.

“China congratulates the Maldives on 
its successful Presidential election and as 
well as Solih’s victory. We respect Maldives 
people’s choice and we hope the country 
can maintain stability and development,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Geng 
Shuang said.

“And we hope the Maldives will main-
tain consistency and stability of their pol-
icy and create an enabling environment 
and atmosphere for the Chinese operation 
there,” Geng added. “China and Maldives 
signed an FTA. China will work with the 
Maldives to ensure the sound implemen-
tation of FTA and expand trade and invest-
ment cooperation between both the sides 
for the greater benefit and development 
of people of both the nations,” Geng said.

Wang Shouwen
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ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror Steel Panther have announced that they’ll bring their Sun-

set Strip Live shows to the UK and Europe in early 2019.
The band have lined up seven dates in total, kicking off 

at Dublin’s Vicar Street on February 6 and wrapping up with 
a performance at the Bataclan in Paris on the 15th of the 
month. Tickets for the shows will go on sale from 10am GMT 
on Friday (September 28) while VIP packages will also be 
available, with the band saying they are: “Bringin’ Hollywood 
to your neighbourhood. Who’s ready to get weird?”

LouderSound

Steel Panther announce UK and European tour dates

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm: III Smoking Barrels 

2.30 pm 8 pm: Batti Gul Meter Chalu 

5.30 pm: The Equalizer 2

‘Star Wars’ producer Gary Kurtz dead

Bill Cosby faces 5-10 years 
in jail for sexual assault

S
outh Korean 
boy band BTS 
created history 
by becoming 
the first ever 

K-Pop group to address 
the UN where they asked young people around the world to believe in their 
own convictions and voices.

The group of seven 
delivered a three-minute speech dur-ing the launch ceremony of Unicef’s global partnership Generation Unlimited at the 73rd session of the UN General Assembly in New York on Monday, reports CNN.Formed in 2013, BTS is one of the most popular Korean bands in the world, with more than 13.3 million followers on Instagram.The group previously worked with the UN on awareness and fundraising campaigns. In 2017, BTS joined with the Korean Com-mittee for Unicef to establish “Love Myself”, 

which 
works with the organisatn’s global #END-violence to advocate against against youth violence.

“Last November, BTS launched the ‘Love Myself’ campaign with UNICEF, building on our belief that ‘true love first begins with loving myself’,” Kim Nam Jun, the band’s leader, said on Monday.
“After releasing the ‘Love Yourself’ albums and launching the ‘Love Myself’ campaign,” Kim said, adding “We started to hear remark-able stories from our fans all over the world, how our message helped them overcome their hardships in life and start loving themselves. These stories constantly remind us of our re-

sponsibility”.
“So, let’s all take one more step. We have learned to love ourselves, so now I urge you to “speak yourself,” he added.According to a UN statement, Generation Unlimited will tackle “the global education and training crisis currently holding back millions of young people and threatening progress and stability”, CNN said.

It will do so by focusing on secondary-age education; skills for learning, employability and decent work, and empowerment, the statement added.
Among those attending the speech were UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim and Unicef Executive Director Henrietta Fore.

IANS’

“S
tar Wars” producer Gary 
Kurtz is dead. He was 78.

Kurtz died of cancer 
on Sunday, his family said 
in a statement, reports 

variety.com.
Kurtz had also produced “American 

Graffiti” and “The Dark Crystal”. His 
career was closely aligned with that of 
filmmaker George Lucas, but the two 
parted ways after the troubled production 
of “The Empire Strikes Back.”

Kurtz had championed “Star Wars” 
through multiple drafts and helped 
Lucas navigate 20th Century Fox’s lack of 
enthusiasm for a movie they dismissed as 
a B-picture. 

After “Star Wars” stunned everyone 
by turning into a massive hit, Lucas and 
Kurtz sat about crafting a sequel. Lucas 
handed the reins over to director Irvin 
Kershner, but production went over 
schedule and Lucas was forced to dip into 
his own pocket to complete the movie. 

Kurtz stepped in to direct second-unit 
work on the film. When it was time to 

make “Return of the Jedi”, Kurtz was re-
placed by Howard Kazanjian as producer. 

Kurtz got his start as an assistant 
director on Monte Hellman’s “Ride in the 
Whirlwind”, a low-budget 1966 Western 
that starred a then-unknown Jack 
Nicholson. 

“Gary was a beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, friend, colleague, 
and mentor, whose work and talent 
spanned filmmaking, photography, 
music, and cinema history. He 
was a Marine, a world travel-
ler, an outdoorsman, and 
a kind, compassionate 
human being. 

“... Gary was a 
magnificent man, 
who will be hugely 
missed. His whole 
family thanks you 
for your loving 
thoughts,” his 
family statement 
read.

IANS

C
omedian Bill Cosby, who was 
earlier facing up to 30 years 
behind bars, will now face a 
maximum of 10 years after 

his three counts of his conviction were 
merged into one.

Prosecutors asked a US court on 
Monday to sentence Cosby to 5-10 
years for sexually assaulting Andrea 
Constand, saying he had shown “no re-
morse” for his actions, CNN reported.

“This is about a person who put 
himself in a situation of being a men-
tor, but we know he had other inten-
tions just from the beginning,” District 
Attorney Kevin Steele said on the first 
day of a hearing that would determine 
how severely the disgraced actor sould 
be punished. 

“We know that from the statements 
he made. What he saw in Andrea the 
first time he laid eyes on her. What his 
plan was. To get to the point they 
were going to get to. And that 
didn’t involve consent.”

Cosby, the first high-profile 
American celebrity to be convict-
ed in the #MeToo era, should be 
locked up for as long as a decade 
and be required to register as a 
sex offender for the remainder of 
his life, prosecutors said.

However, Cosby’s defence 
attorney, Joseph P. Green, asked 
for a sentence of house arrest, 
citing Cosby’s advanced age 
and blindness.

“Cosby is not dangerous,” 
he said. “Eighty-one-year-old 
blind men who are not self-
sufficient are not a danger, un-
less perhaps to themselves.”

The sentence was 
expected to come on Tues-
day after Judge Steven T. 
O’Neill decides whether 
Cosby should be required to 

register himself with state police and 
submit to sex-offender counselling and 
notification for life.

Cosby was convicted in April of 
three counts of aggravated indecent 
assault for drugging and assaulting 
Constand at his home in 2004.

Judge O’Neill announced that the 
charges had been merged into one 
because they all stem from the same 
event. 

Monday’s hearing also featured vic-
tim impact statements from Constand, 
her parents and her sister. 

A prosecution expert said Cosby 
should be labelled a “sexually violent 
predator” because he has a mental 
disorder that involves urges toward 
non-consenting women.

Cosby has declined to participate 
in any evaluation on his mental state to 
decide whether he was sexually violent 
predator.

IANS

K-Pop band creates history 
with UN speech

Bradley Cooper finds a friend in Lady Gaga

A
ctor Bradley Cooper says he has “made a friend 
for life” in singer-actor Lady Gaga after filming 
“A Star Is Born”.

“I made a friend for life. As great as this 
movie was, the thing that I think I’ll take away forever is 
the relationship I have with her because she is an incred-
ible person,” people.com quoted Cooper as saying. 

“I’m very lucky to have worked with her,” he added. 
When it came to meeting her for the film, Cooper vis-

ited the pop star at her home and bonded over a meal.
“That was absolutely insane. When you’re telling it, I 

can’t believe that happened,” Cooper said, adding he felt 
nervous singing for her. 

“The only reason I had the courage is because she 
made me feel so comfortable.”

As for Cooper’s interest in pursuing a musical career, 
the actor said: “The answer, shooting from the hip an-

swer is no, it’s not me, it’s the character.”
“I don’t even know how I would sing because I’m 

singing through him. He was a complete character. That 
said, there was one song that I wrote, called ‘Too far 
gone’ that I had the idea for a verse and a bridge, so I’m 
going to go to the recording studio and finish it,” he said. 

“So I don’t know what the answer is.”
Cooper is known for “He’s Just Not That Into You”, 

“The Hangover”, “Silver Linings Playbook”, “Aloha” and 
giving voice for Rocket in “Guardians of the Galaxy” and 
in the sequel “Guardians of the Galaxy Vol.2” -- which 
will air on Indian small screen this month on Star Movies 
as part of Marvel Mania.

His directorial “A Star is Born” will release in India on 
October 12. Warner Bros Pictures is bringing the film to 
India.

IANS

Representing Nagaland, the 
winners of the Hornbill Rock 
Contest 2016 SEARCH & FOUND 
band will be performing at the 
ZIRO FESTIVAL OF MUSIC in 
ARUNACHAL PRADESH on 28th 
Sept. 2018. 

The members of the band include 
1. Albert Jingru- Vocals
2. Kauto- Guitars
3. Neil Gonmei- Drums
4. Along Longkumer- Bass
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Cassini spacecraft

New Delhi, Sep. 25 (PTI): India’s maiden 
interplanetary mission -- the Mars Or-
biter Mission (MOM) -- has completed four 
years orbiting the red planet, according to 
ISRO.

The mission, launched by the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on 
November 5, 2013, successfully placed itself 
into Martian orbit on September 24, 2014 in 
its first attempt.

Although the designed mission life of 
MOM was six months, the satellite has 
continued to beam back science data from 
Mars for the past four years.

“It’s been 4 years since I am around! 
Thank you for your love and support,” the 
ISRO’s Mars Orbiter twitter handle said 

Tuesday.
The tweet included an image taken by 

the orbiter of Olympus Mons -- the largest 
known volcano of the solar system.

MOM is built with full autonomy to 
take care of itself for long periods without 
any ground intervention. The spacecraft 
came out of communication ‘blackout’ 
during this period.

MOM is the only Martian artificial 
satellite which could image the full disc of 
Mars in one view frame and also image the 
far side of the Martian moon Deimos.

The Mars Colour Camera has acquired 
over 980 images so far. The mission has 
also helped scientists successfully prepare 
a global atlas of Mars.

New York, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
Struggling hard to shed 
those extra kilos? If so, 
foods high in carbohy-
drates -- found in fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, 
and legumes -- may help 
you reduce body weight 
and fat as well as improve 
insulin function, suggests a 
study challenging previous 
beliefs.

It is because these 
complex carbohydrates 
are naturally rich in fibre 
-- a nutrient found in plant 
foods that adds bulk to the 
diet without adding extra 
calories.

The study, led by US-
non-profit Physicians 
Committee for Responsible 
Medicine, showed that a 
plant-based, high-carbo-
hydrate diet can help with 
weight regulation and body 
composition and reduce 
the risk for Type-2 diabetes.

“Fad diets often lead 
people to fear carbohy-
drates. But the research 
continues to show that 
healthy carbohydrates 

-- from fruits, vegetables, 
beans, and whole grains 
-- are the healthiest fuel 
for our bodies,” said lead 
author Hana Kahleova, Di-
rector at the organisation.

In the study, published 
in the journal Nutrients, the 
team included nearly 100 
participants for a 16-week 
randomised clinical trial 
and placed participants in 
either a plant-based, high-
carbohydrate, low-fat diet 
group or asked them to 
maintain their current diet. 

The plant-based diet 
group avoided all animal 
products and added oils 
and limited fat intake of 
20-30 grams per day. There 
were no limits on calories 
or carbohydrate intake. 

The control  group 
maintained their current 
diets, which included meat 
and dairy products. Neither 
group altered their exercise 
routines.

The results demonstrat-
ed that total carbohydrate 
intake did not change in 
the control group, but in-

Sao Paulo, Sep. 25 
(IANS): Brazilian sci-
entists have identified 
four new families of ex-
tremely young asteroids, 
taking the total number 
to 13.

The four families, all 
of which are less than 
seven million years old, 
orbit between Mars 
and Jupiter as part of a 
grouping known as the 
Main Asteroid Belt.

The researchers dat-
ed the families using a 
numerical simulation 
method to process cur-
rent data to go back in 
time to the asteroid for-
mation era.

“We identified the 
new families by means 
of numerical simulation 
using the backward in-
tegration method (BIM), 
which is much more pre-
cise than other methods 
for dating asteroid fami-
lies. But BIM only works 
for really young fami-
lies that are less than 20 
million years old,” said 
Valerio Carruba, profes-
sor at Sao Paulo State 
University (UNESP) in 
Guaratingueta, Brazil.

“Based on current 
data, BIM lets you go 
back in time using nu-
merical simulation to 
reconstruct the setting 
in which the parame-
ters were aligned and 
thereby date the asteroid 
family,” Carruba added.

The Main Belt is an 
extraordinary niche of 
asteroids, with more 
than 700 known objects. 
The number is rising 

steadily thanks to im-
proving methods of de-
tection, and it can be 
estimated at a million.

According to Car-
ruba, the asteroids in 
the Main Belt are far 
from evenly distributed. 
Various different regions 
have formed within the 
belt owing to the highly 
complex gravitational 
interaction among so 
many bodies and, above 
all, to Jupiter’s powerful 
gravitational field.

In the study, pub-
lished in the journal 
Monthly Notices of the 
Royal Astronomical So-
ciety, the key dating pa-
rameters used were the 
longitudes of the peri-
centre and ascending 
node. 

For a planet, com-
et or asteroid moving 
around the Sun in an 
elliptical orbit, the peri-
centre is the point at 
which it comes closest 
to the Sun. 

The ascending node 
is the point at which the 
orbit crosses from the 
southern side of a ref-
erence plane, typically 
the ecliptic plane, to the 
northern side.

“When an asteroid 
family is formed, all the 
asteroids’ pericentres 
and ascending nodes are 
aligned, but as the family 
evolves, the alignment 
is lost owing to gravi-
tational disturbances 
produced by planets and 
possibly by some mas-
sive asteroids,” Carruba 
explained.

Mumbai, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
Giving women the choice 
to initiate conversations 
with their matches accord-
ing to their own will and 
time, Match Group-owned 
dating app Tinder on Tues-
day introduced a new opt-
in setting -- “My Move” -- in 
India.

The new feature 
is first rolling out to 
the iOS users. 

“By giving our 
female users the 
ability to exclu-
sively send the first 
message if and when 
they want to, ‘My Move’ 
provides women the au-
tonomy to choose how to 
engage with their matches 
and empowers them to 
control their experiences,” 
Taru Kapoor, General Man-

ager, Tinder India said in a 
statement. 

Up until now, the dat-
ing platform allowed both, 
men and women to make 
the first move after a mutu-
al match and India is one of 
the first markets where the 

company is bringing the 
“My Move” feature.

The setting was 
first announced 
earlier this year 
and has been in 
testing since. 

A  s i m i l a r 
feature comes as 

a default setting in 
Tinder’s rival app -- Bum-

ble. 
In September last year, 

Tinder claimed 7.5 million 
daily swipes in India with 
women being more active 
in using the app than men.

Cassini spots dust storms 
on Saturn’s moon Titan

Spinal cord stimulation offers 
new hope for paralysed people

India’s Mars probe completes 
four years in orbit — ISRO

Eating high-carb diet can help lose weight

Even one fracture can reduce your bone density

Scientists identify 
4 extremely young 
asteroid families

Video streaming experience on smartphones 
very poor in India — OpenSignal

With genetic tweak, mosquito population made extinctNew Tinder feature to let women 
initiate conversations first

London, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
NASA’s Cassini spacecraft 
has revealed giant dust 
storms in the equatorial 
regions of Saturn’s moon 
Titan, making it the third 
space body after Earth and 
Mars where dust storms 
have been observed.

The observation was 
obtained with Cassini’s 
Visual and Infrared Map-
ping Spectrometer, that 
explored Saturn and its 
moons between 2004 and 
2017. The spacecraft delib-
erately plunged into Saturn 
on September 15, 2017. 

The findings, led by a 
team from the Universite 
Paris Diderot in France, 
showed active dust cycles, 
in which organic dust can 
be raised from large dune 
fields around Titan’s equa-
tor. 

Organic dust is formed 
when organic molecules, 
formed from the interac-
tion of sunlight with meth-
ane, grow large enough to 
fall to the surface. 

Titan is the only celes-
tial body other than our 
planet where stable bodies 
of surface liquid are known 

to still exist, and primarily 
methane and ethane flow 
through its liquid reser-
voirs. 

The weather on Ti-
tan varies from season to 
season and in particular, 
around the equinox -- the 
time when the Sun crosses 
Titan’s equator -- massive 
clouds can form in tropical 
regions and cause powerful 
methane storms. 

While Cassini has ob-
served such storms during 
several of its Titan flybys, an 

investigation revealed that 
this time it is something 
completely different.

“From what we know 
about cloud formation on 
Titan, we can say that such 
methane clouds in this area 
and in this time of the year 
are not physically possible,” 
said lead author Sebastien 
Rodriguez, astronomer at 
the varsity.

“The convective meth-
ane clouds that can devel-
op in this area and during 
this period of time would 

New York, Sep. 25 (IANS): Breaking a bone 
can cause bone density losses throughout 
the body, not just close to the site of the 
fracture and primarily around the time of 
the fracture, results from two studies have 
showed. The studies focus on identifying 
changes in musculoskeletal tissue due to 
injury, ageing or disease.

“We know one fracture seems to lead 
to others, but we haven’t known why,” said 
Blaine Christiansen, associate professor at 
the University of California-Davis. 

“Our work is the first step on the path 
to identifying the cellular mechanisms of 
systemic bone loss,” Christiansen added.

The first study, published in Osteoporo-
sis International, showed that older women 
who had fractured a bone, even if the frac-
ture was not near the hip, had decreased 
bone mineral density (BMD). 

Out of 4,000 participants, BMD reduc-
tions averaged between 0.89 and 0.77 per 

cent per year for those with fractures, and 
0.66 per cent per year for those with no 
fractures. Those losses were greatest within 
the first two years of a break.

In the second study, published in the 
Journal of Bone and Mineral Research, 
bone loss occurred throughout the body, 
most notably in the spine, and was great-
est within the first two weeks of fracture 
in mice with femur (thighbone) fractures. 

It also was accompanied by higher lev-
els of inflammatory markers in the blood.

Importantly, the team found that 
younger mice eventually recovered their 
pre-fracture BMD levels, while older mice 
did not. Christiansen next hopes to further 
characterise the post-fracture inflamma-
tory factors that may contribute to bone 
loss following fracture.

“It’s possible that these factors are key 
to initiating BMD loss once a bone is bro-
ken,” Christiansen said. 

Paris, Sep. 25 (AFP): Scien-
tists said Monday they had 
succeeded for the first time 
in wiping out an entire pop-
ulation of malaria-carrying 
mosquitos in the lab using 
a gene editing tool to pro-
gramme their extinction.

So-called gene drive 
technology works by forc-
ing evolution’s hand, ensur-
ing that an engineered trait 
is passed down to a higher 
proportion of offspring -- 
across many generations -- 
than would have occurred 
naturally.

In experiments with the 
species Anopheles gam-
biae, scientists at Imperial 
College London tweaked a 
gene known as doublesex 
so that more females in 
each generation could no 
longer bite or reproduce.

After only eight genera-
tions, there were no females 

left and the population col-
lapsed due to lack of off-
spring.

“This breakthrough 
shows that gene drive can 
work, providing hope in the 
fight against a disease that 
has plagued mankind for 
centuries,” said lead author 
Andrea Crisanti, a professor 
in Imperial’s Department 
of Life Sciences. Malaria 
sickened more than 200 
million people worldwide 
in 2016 and killed nearly 
450,000. It remains one of 
the most deadly of infec-
tious diseases.

Previous attempts by 
the same team and others 
to induce the genetically 
programmed extinction of 
mosquitos in the labora-
tory ran into “resistance” 
in the form of mutations 
that fought back against the 
high-tech engineering.

A timely breakthrough
The next step will be to test 
the technology in a con-
fined laboratory setting that 
mimics a tropical environ-
ment, said Crisanti.

“It will be at least five-
to-ten years before we 
consider testing any mos-
quitoes with gene drive 
in the wild,” he said in a 
statement.

The doublesex gene tar-
geted in the experiments is 
deeply “conserved”, mean-
ing that is formed tens or 
even hundreds of millions 
of years ago and is today 
shared by many insects 
with only minor variations.

“This suggests the tech-
nology could be used in the 
future to specifically target 
other disease-carrying in-
sects,” the researchers said.

Scientists not involved 
in the study described it as 

a timely breakthrough.
“Traditional approach-

es to controlling mosqui-
toes -- especially the use of 
insecticides -- is becoming 
less effective,” mainly due 
to the build-up of resis-
tance, said Cameron Webb, 
a clinical lecturer at the 
University of Sydney.

2016 marked the first 
time in over two decades 
that malaria cases did not 
fall year-on-year, despite 
aggressive and well-funded 
anti-malarial campaigns.

Some scientists and 
technology watchdog 
groups have called for a 
moratorium on gene drive 
research.

Calls for a moratorium
“The ability to eradicate 
species and natural popula-
tions at will with synthetic 
gene drive is not to be cel-
ebrated but should rath-

er sound an alarm,” said 
Jim Thomson of the ETC 
Group, an NGO monitoring 
new technologies that often 
race ahead of regulatory 
frameworks.

“There are ecological 
risks from manipulating 
and removing natural pop-
ulations, such as destroy-
ing food webs and shifting 
the behaviour of diseases, 
as well as social risks of 
disrupting agriculture and 
enabling new weapons.”

T h e  i s s u e  w i l l  b e 
squarely on the agenda in 
November in Egypt at a 
UN Biodiversity summit, 
which has mandated one of 
its technical committees to 
assess gene drive’s potential 
risks and benefits.

“Governments, farmers, 
indigenous peoples and 
civil society will be pressing 
for a full moratorium,” said 

Thomson.
The new research, pub-

lished in Nature Biotech-
nology, was funded by the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, which has poured 
close to $100 million (95 
million euros) into the de-
velopment of gene drive 
technology -- especially via 
the research consortium 
Target Malaria -- with the 
aim of eradicating the dis-
ease.

The US military’s De-
fense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA), 
has also invested tens of 
millions of dollars.

“It is incumbent on 
DARPA to perform this re-
search and develop tech-
nologies that can protect 
against accidental and in-
tentional misuse,” DARPA 
spokesman Jared Adams 
told AFP last December.

contain huge droplets and 
must be at a very high alti-
tude -- much higher than 
the 6 miles (10 kilometres) 
that modelling tells us the 
new features are located,” 
he added, in the paper de-
scribed in the journal Na-
ture Geoscience.

Since the features were 
located right over the dune 
fields around Titan’s equa-
tor, the only remaining 
explanation was that the 
spots were actually clouds 
of dust raised from the 
dunes.

The existence of such 
strong winds generating 
massive dust storms im-
plies that the underlying 
sand can be set in mo-
tion, too, and that the gi-
ant dunes covering Titan’s 
equatorial regions are still 
active and continually 
changing.

The winds could be 
transporting the dust raised 
from the dunes across large 
distances, contributing to 
the global cycle of organic 
dust on Titan and causing 
similar effects to those that 
can be observed on Earth 
and Mars.

New York, Sep. 25 (IANS): A paralysed 
man regained his ability to stand and 
walk with assistance after undergoing a 
spinal cord stimulation as well as physi-
cal therapy, says a study, offering hope to 
people with backbone injury.

The research team from Mayo Clinic 
and University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA), found that a man, paralysed 
since 2013, regained his ability to step 
with a front-wheeled walker while train-
ers provided occasional assistance after 
22 weeks of physical therapy and an elec-
trode surgically implanted.

The man, now 29, injured his spinal 
cord at the thoracic vertebrae in the 
middle of his back in a snowmobile ac-
cident in 2013. He was diagnosed with 
a complete loss of function below the 
spinal cord injury.

“What this is teaching us is that those 
networks of neurons below a spinal cord 
injury still can function after paralysis,” 
said co-author Kendall Lee from Mayo 
Clinic in Minnesota. In the study, pub-
lished in the journal Nature Medicine, 
the participant underwent 22 weeks of 
physical therapy and was implanted with 
an electrode -- that connects to a pulse 

generator device under the skin of the 
man’s abdomen and communicates wire-
lessly with an external controller.

The implant sits in the epidural space 
-- the outermost part of the spinal canal 
-- at a specific location below the injured 
area. The research demonstrated that the 
man was able to walk over ground using a 
front-wheeled walker and step on a tread-
mill placing his arms on support bars to 
help with balance. However, when stimu-
lation was off, the man remained para-
lyzed. In the first week, the participant 
used a harness to lower his risk of falling 
and to provide upper body balance.

Trainers were positioned at his knees 
and hips to help him stand, swing his legs 
and shift his weight.

Because the man did not regain sen-
sation, he initially used mirrors to view his 
legs, and trainers described leg position, 
movement and balance.

By week 25, he did not need a harness, 
and trainers offered only occasional help. 

By the end of the study period, the 
man learned to use his entire body to 
transfer weight, maintain balance and 
propel forward, requiring minimal verbal 
cues and periodic glances at his legs.

New Delhi, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
Despite video streaming 
on smartphones gaining 
momentum in India, the 
country still lags far be-
hind on global standards 
-- falling in the poor terri-
tory characterised by fre-
quent stalling during video 
playback and long loading 
times even for low-reso-
lution video, a new report 
revealed on Tuesday.

When it comes to over-
all mobile video experi-
ence, India joins Iran and 
the Philippines below the 
“Fair” threshold into “Poor” 
territory (0-40), said Lon-
don-based wireless cover-
age mapping company 
OpenSignal.

“Our tests sample video 
at multiple resolutions ac-
cessed from multiple con-
tent providers, and they 
weigh three main criteria: 
the load time before the 
video begins playing, the 
stalling rate characterized 
by stops and stutters in the 
video playback, and the 
level of picture resolution,” 
OpenSignal said in a state-
ment. 

A score that falls within 
75-100 is Excellent, 65-75 is 
Very Good, 55-65 is Good, 
40-55 is Fair and 0-40 is 

poor. 
While no country fell 

into the Excellent (75-100) 
category for average video 
quality, South Korea (with 
top download speed of 
45.58 Mbps) was the fastest 
of the 69 countries analysed 
in the report. The best video 
experience was recorded in 
the Czech Republic.

“In general, European 
countries tended to rank 
higher than their counter-
parts in the Americas, while 
Asian and Middle East-
ern countries are scattered 
throughout the rankings,” 
the report said.

“Eleven of the 69 coun-
tries we analyzed earned a 
Very Good rating on Open-
Signal’s video experience 
scale, meaning mobile 

video loaded quickly and 
rarely stalled even at high-
er resolutions,” the report 
added.

A first-of-its-kind mea-
surement in the mobile in-
dustry, OpenSignal’s video 
experience metric was de-
rived from an International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU)-based approach for 
measuring video quality. 

For the analysis, Open-
Signal examined 69 coun-
tries spread throughout 
the globe to see how they 
stacked up in video experi-
ence. 

“We discovered that the 
relationship is a compli-
cated one. Where mobile 
broadband connections 
are slow, speed has a big 
impact on video experi-

ence. 
“But at faster levels, 

speed has little relation to 
the quality of video stream-
ing. The countries with the 
fastest speed don’t neces-
sarily offer the best video 
experience,” said the re-
port. The vast majority of 
the 69 countries fell into a 
relatively narrow range of 
scores between 40 and 65, 
earning them either Fair or 
Good ratings. 

“It means for much 
of the world, the typical 
mobile video experience 
leaves something to be de-
sired. Video load times are 
sluggish; stops and stutters 
mid-stream are common 
to varying degrees; and 
connections often have 
trouble coping with higher-
resolution formats,” the 
report noted. 

Judged by the user ex-
perience rather than rote 
measurements, the mobile 
industry still has work to 
do when it comes to video. 

“Countries with ex-
tremely powerful LTE net-
works in terms of down-
load and upload speeds, 
availability and coverage, 
aren’t always providing the 
best video experience,” 
said the report.

creased significantly in the 
plant-based diet group, 
both as absolute intake 
and as a percentage of total 
calories. 

At the end of the trial, 
body mass index, body 
weight, fat mass, visceral 
fat volume, and insulin re-
sistance decreased signifi-
cantly in the plant-based 
diet group. There were 
no significant changes in 
the control group, the re-
searchers noted.
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MARTYRS 
TROPHY

Kohli, Chanu conferred Khel Ratna; 
Neeraj, Hima get Arjuna award

Shurhosul’s brace sends Tribal Brothers 
to second round; Jakhama wins

Modric, Marta win Best FIFA player 2018 awards

Royal Club Kohima meeting on Sep. 28

Sports org. fetes medalist; seeks govt. aid

TDFA Cup: Excel Naga, DEF Tuensang, 
KSC, and Pisgah United enter semi-final

U-14 state level ‘catch them young’ tournament begins

Wozniacki, Kerber, and Kvitova reach Wuhan third round

EM Images

Players of Tribal Brothers FC celebrate after scoring the second goal 
against A Yhome FC at the Kohima local ground on Tue. Sep. 25. 

AP/PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind confers Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award to cricketer Virat Kohli (L) and weightlifter Mirabai Chanu at the National Sports 
and Adventure Award 2018 function at the Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi on Tue. Sep. 25.

A quarter-final match in progress between Donching Yangmai FC and Khiamniungan Sports Council at the 
ongoing DTFA Cup at the parade ground in Tuensang on Tuesday.

Zale Neikha inaugurating the U-14 ‘catch them young’ tournament at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in 
Kohima on Tue. Sep. 25. (DIPR)

Brazil's Marta, right, who received the Best FIFA Women's player award France's Didier Deschamps, Best 
FIFA Men's Coach, center, and Croatia's Luka Modric, Best FIFA Men's Player award, left, pose during the 
ceremony of the Best FIFA Football Awards in the Royal Festival Hall in London, Britain on Sep. 24.

New Delhi, Sep. 25 (IANS): 
Indian cricket captain Virat 
Kohli and world champion 
weightlifter Saikhom Mira-
bai Chanu were conferred 
with the country's highest 
sporting honour -- Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna award -- 
by President Ram Nath Ko-
vind at the annual National 
Sports Awards ceremony 
here on Tuesday.

This year's award cer-

emony was postponed to 
September 25 from the usu-
al August 29 National Sports 
Day event due to the clash of 
dates with the Asian Games 
in Indonesia.

The Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna award is given for 
a 'spectacular and most 
outstanding performance 
in the field of sports by a 
sportsperson over a period 
of four years'.

Both Kohli and Chanu 
received a medal, a citation 
and a cash prize of INR 7 
lakh. 

Besides the Khel Ratna, 
star javelin thrower Neeraj 
Chopra, sprinter Hima Das, 
table tennis star Manika 
Batra were among the 20 
recipients of the prestigious 
Arjuna award.

The other Arjuna award-
ees were long distance run-

ner Jinson Johnson, shuttler 
N.Sikki Reddy, boxer Satish 
Kumar, woman cricketer 
Smriti Mandhana, golfer 
Shubhankar Sharma, hock-
ey stars Manpreet Singh and 
Savita Punia, Col. Ravi Ra-
thore (Polo), shooters Rahi 
Sarnobat, Ankur Mittal, 
Shreyasi Singh, paddler G. 
Sathiyan, tennis player Ro-
han Bopanna, wrester Sum-
it, Pooja Kadian (Wushu).

Para athlete Ankur Dha-
ma and para shuttler Manoj 
Sarkar were also conferred 
with the Arjuna award, that 
included statuettes, cer-
tificates and a cash prize of 
INR 5 lakh each.

The President also gave 
away the Dronacharya 
awards to C.A. Kuttappa 
(Boxing), Vijay Sharma 
(Weightlifting), A. Srinivasa 
Rao (Table Tennis), Sukh-
dev Singh Pannu (Athlet-
ics).

Among the Dronacha-
rya awardees for lifetime 
achievement were Clar-
ence Lobo (Hockey), Tarak 
Sinha (Cricket), Jiwan Ku-
mar Sharma (Judo) and V.R. 
Beedu (Athletics).

T h e  D r o n a c h a r y a 
awardees were also given 
statuettes, certificates and 
a cash prize of INR 5 lakh 
each.

T h e  D h y a n  C h a n d 
award, that also includes 
statuettes, certificates and 
a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh 
each were given to Satyadev 
Prasad (Archery), Bharat 
Kumar Chetri (Hockey), 
Bobby Aloysius (Athletics) 
and Chougale Dadu Dat-
tatray (Wrestling).

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
Shurhosul Zhotso scored 
twice for Tribal Brothers to 
beat A Yhome FC in their 
first match at the ongoing 
19th NSF Martyrs' Memo-
rial Football Trophy played 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Tuesday. 

In the first half, both 
team failed to break the 
deadlock as Tribal team 
dominated the match; it 
was Shurhosul’s solo effort 
that found the net in the 
injury time to make it 1-0 at 
the end of the first half. 

In the second half, Trib-
al Brothers with a one goal 
lead took the confidence to 
score another goal through 
Laiwang in the 70th minute 
and Shurhosul added his 
second from a penalty in 
the 75th minute to finish 
the match.

Vilhoubeituo 
Yhome headed 
home the consola-
tion goal through 
an ass is t  f rom 
Alem in the 84th minute 
but that was all as Tribal FC 
held on for a win and enter 
the second round of the 
tournament. 

Tribal Brothers take on 
High School Taxi Drivers in 
the next round on Oct 2.

London, Sep. 25 (Reuters): 
Real Madrid’s Croatia mid-
fielder Luka Modric was 
named Best FIFA Men’s 
Player of the Year for 2018, 
while Orlando Pride’s Bra-
zil forward Marta won the 
women’s award at a cer-
emony on Monday.

Modric won the Cham-
pions League with Real and 
then played a major role in 
Croatia’s run to the World 
Cup final where they were 
beaten by France.

“This award is not just 
mine. It is my team mates’ 
from Real Madrid and Croa-
tia. Without my coaches, I 
would not have won this 
and without my family I 
would not be the player I 
am today,” said 33-year-old 
Modric.

It is the first time since 
Brazilian Kaka’s triumph in 
2007 that the men’s prize 
was not won by either Cris-
tiano Ronaldo or Barcelona’s 
Argentina forward Lionel 
Messi — neither of whom 
attended the ceremony at 
London’s Royal Festival Hall.

Portugal international 
Ronaldo, who joined Juven-
tus from Real Madrid in the 
close season, was second 
in this year’s awards with 
Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah 
in third place.

The 32-year-old Marta, 
whose Orlando Pride team 

reached the the U.S. Nation-
al Women’s Soccer League 
(NWSL) playoff semi-finals, 
had won the previous FIFA 
Women’s Player of the Year 
award five times, most re-
cently in 2010.

The Brazilian, who led 
her country to the Copa 

America title in April, beat 
Olympique Lyonnais pair 
Ada Hegerberg of Norway 
and Dzsenifer Marozsan of 
Germany to the award.

France’s World Cup-
winning manager Didier 
Deschamps took the Men’s 
Coach of the Year award, 

Wuhan (China), Sep. 25 
(AP): No. 2-ranked Caroline 
Wozniacki reached the third 
round of a tournament for 
the first time since June at 
the Wuhan Open on Tues-
day.

Wozniacki defeated 
Swedish qualifier Rebecca 

Peterson 6-4, 6-1, making 
just nine unforced errors to 
Peterson's 36.

Wozniacki made early 
exits in her last five tour-
naments, including three 
first-round losses. She last 
reached the third round 
at the pre-Wimbledon 

warmup in Eastbourne, 
where she won. She next 
faces Olympic gold medal-
ist Monica Puig from Puerto 
Rico, who beat Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich 6-2, 6-2.

Wimbledon champi-
on Angelique Kerber beat 
Madison Keys 6-0, 4-1 after 

the American retired due 
to a left knee injury. In the 
round of 16, Kerber lined up 
Ashleigh Barty, last year's 
finalist.

Two-time Wuhan Open 
winner Petra Kvitova cruised 
past Aleksandra Krunic of 
Serbia 6-3, 6-4.

Defending champion 
Caroline Garcia opened 
against qualifier Katerina 
Siniakova in the night ses-
sion, followed by a match 
between top-ranked Simo-
na Halep and 2016 runner-
up Dominika Cibulkova of 
Slovakia.

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
Excel Naga, DEF Tuensang, 
Khiamniungan Sports 
Council and Pisgah United 
won their respective quar-
ter-final matches at the 
on-going Tuensang Dis-
trict Football Association 
(TDFA) Cup at the parade 
ground in Tuensang on Tue. 
Sep. 25.

In the first quarter-final 
match, Excel Naga defeat-
ed 40th Assam Rifles 2-1 
through Bei and Akiu in 
the 19th and 60th min-
utes.  40th Assam Rifles 
reduced the deficit to one 
goal through L.R. Hmar in 
the 22nd minute.

In the second quarter-
final match, DEF Tuensang 
thrashed Oziepik FC 3-2 
through Pongji and Natoba 

in the 25th, 26th, and 59th 
minute.

Oziepik FC managed 
to score 2 goals through 
Thaming L. Chai and Pule 
in the 36th and 41st minute.

The third quarter-final 
match was won 1-0 by Khi-
amniungan Sports Council 
against Donching Yangmai.   
The lone goal was scored by 
Longkhoi in the second half 
of the match.

In the last quarter-final 
match, Pisgah United beat 
Vitao Ayie FC 3-1.  The goals 
for Pisgah United were 
scored by Beshang , Imlong, 
and Kelep. The lone goal for 
Vitao Ayie FC was scored by 
Pushing in the 13th minute.
TDFA launch Vphonenet 
intercom referees head-
phones

The first ever Vphonenet 
intercom referees head-
phones was launched dur-
ing the TDFA Cup, at the 
parade ground in Tuensang 
on Tuesday.

According to the organ-
iser, the intercom was used 
for the first time where the 
headphones was also put 
on trial and tested during 
the match which was suc-
cessful.

The headphones will 
be continued till the final 
match for better, fair and 
efficient judgment of the 
referees.

Tuesday’s semi final 
matches

1st match: Excel Naga vs 
DEF Tuensang at 12:30pm
2nd match: KSC vs Pisgah 

United FC at 2pm

Kohima, Sep. 25 (EMN): The Royal Club, Ko-
hima (RCK) will be holding a general meet-
ing September 28 at 5 pm at the residence of 
its club president.

The meeting will deliberate on organis-
ing badminton and table tennis tournament 

for high schools; club raising day on Novem-
ber 1; and constituting search/nomination 
committee for new office bearers. Informing 
this in a press release, RCK general secretary 
Kenny Peseyie has requested all the club 
members to attend the meeting without fail.

Dimapur, Sep. 25 (EMN): 
The Western Angami D 
Sports Association (WADSA) 
congratulated Neiphreto 
Zhünyü of Sechuma village 
who recently won a bronze 
medal. The WADSA issued a 
press release on Tue. Sep. 25 

through its president Nei-
casato Visienyu congratu-
lating  Neiphreto Zhünyü  
who won a bronze medal 
at the recently concluded 
3rd World Nomad Games 
2018 at Cholpon Ate in Kyr-
gyzstan.

The association further 
appealed to the state gov-
ernment to extend all pos-
sible assistance to the med-
alist and urged the authority 
for help and promote who 
brings pride and honour to 
the state.

with compatriot Reynald Pe-
dros claiming the women’s 
award after winning the 
Champions League with 
Lyon.

Voting for the player and 
coach categories was con-
ducted by national team 
captains and managers, 
selected journalists and, for 
the first time, an online poll 
of fans.

Real Madrid’s Belgium 
international Thibaut Cour-
tois won the Goalkeeper of 
the Year Award.

Salah’s goal for Liver-
pool against Merseyside 
rivals Everton in the Pre-
mier League won the Goal 
of the Year, which is voted 
for by fans, ahead of Gareth 
Bale’s spectacular overhead 
kick for Real Madrid in the 
Champions League final.

Peru’s supporters won 
the FIFA Fan Award and 
German Lennart Thy, who 
plays for Turkish club BB 
Erzurumspor, won the FIFA 
Fair Play Award after do-
nating stem cells to help a 
leukaemia patient.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 25: The in-
augural programme of the 
11th U-14 state level ‘catch 
them young’ tournament 
got underway at Hall ‘A’ at 
the Indira Gandhi Stadium 
in Kohima on Tue. Sep. 25 
with advisor for depart-
ment of Youth Resources 
and Sports, Zale Neikha as 
the special guest.

The department is orga-
nising the event in the disci-
pline of football for girls and 
badminton for both boys 
and girls at the stadium.

A report from the DIPR 
informed that Zale encour-
aged the students from all 
district and said ‘Nagas have 
the ability to excel in sports 
but many a times due to 
wrong selection potenti-
alities of cannot be explored 
up to expectations.’

He cited the example 
of Manipur who are much 
ahead in the field of sports 
although everyone has the 
similar physique. The advi-
sor called on the students to 

Avito Khieya shines for 
Jakhama team

Avito Khieya scored a 
hat-trick in the 
first half for Jakha-
ma Youth Organi-
sation to thrash 
Fortunate Youth 

FC 5-0 in the second match. 
He scored in the 17th, 21st 
and 40th minute. He be-
came the second hat-trick 
scorer of the tournament 
after Gideon Leo.  

In the second half, 
Swedevito Tase and Kiko-

sato Tetso added a goal 
each to complete the rout. 
Youth FC failed to register a 
single shot on target during 
the match as they had to 
end their saga in the tour-
nament.

Jakhama team will now 
face Centurion FC in the 
next round on Oct. 3.

Wednesday’s matches
Friends United FC vs Phe-

zhu Boys Club at 12 pm
Kohima Eagles FC vs Mid-
land Youth Organisation 

at 2pm

be very careful in selecting 
the sport mentioning that’ 
nothing can substitute hard 
labour’ and informed that 
the present government will 
be looking into construction 
necessary infrastructure 
and accord top priorities for 
the development of games 
and sports in Nagaland.

Director of Youth Re-
sources and Sports depart-
ment, Akumla Chuba, in 
her welcome address, said 

that the department is try-
ing to create an atmosphere 
to nurture the upcoming 
young talents. 

She quoted the example 
of Dr. T Ao who was a doc-
tor by profession and at the 
same time captained the 
Indian football team in the 
1948 Olympic. She advised 
the students to know how 
to manage and use time 
properly.  While having a 
telephonic conversation 

with Eastern Mirror, the de-
partment’s deputy director, 
Dovo Chase, said that the 
tournament will continue 
till Sep. 27. He mentioned 
that 286 players, including 
ten female football teams 
along with badminton play-
ers from all the districts are 
participating.

According to an update 
from Chase on day-1 foot-
ball match, Kohima team 
defeated Phek 6-0 while 

Zunheboto team defeated 
Tuensang 6-0. Further, Kip-
hire defeated Longleng via 
tie breaker.

The day-2 of the tourna-
ment will be conducted on 
Sep. 26. The first football 
match will be played be-
tween Mon and Wokha at 7 
am and the second match 
will be played between Ko-
hima and Dimapur at 9 am.

The badminton match 
will start at 9 am. A mixed 
team championship final 
will be played between 
Mokokchung and Kohima 
followed by an open cham-
pionship, quarter, and semi-
finals. The deputy director 
also mentioned that cash 
prizes and certificates will 
be distributed to the win-
ners.

He said that outstanding 
players in the field of foot-
ball and badminton shall 
be selected for induction 
into the sports academy to 
represent the state in the 
upcoming national school 
games.


