
EastErn Mirror
WWW.easternmirrornagaland.com

    

SportS

P Diddy responds to Eminem’s 
claim that he killed Tupac
|  P10

Federer, Zverev lead the 
way as Team Europe retain 
Laver Cup  |  P11

NatioN

Himachal rains claim 8 lives, 
hundreds stranded

   | P8

rni no. nageng/2002/07906vol. Xvii  no. 264 | Pages 12  ` 5/-      dimaPUr, tUesday sePtember 25, 2018

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): The Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF) on Monday drew 
the attention of the advisor to School Edu-
cation KT Sukhalu to what it stated were 
discrepancies in government schools. The 
NSF has demanded corrective measures 
or action by October 24. The students’ 
organisation submitted a representation 
addressed to the legislator on Monday.

Addressing a press conference NSF 
president Kesosul Christopher Ltu said 
that the anomalies were detected by the 
NSF following a visit to educational insti-
tutions in various districts during different 
occasions. 

The main issues raised by the NSF 
include implementation of the Mid-Day 
Meal (MDM) Scheme; and issues concern-
ing school uniforms, infrastructure; com-
posite schools and implementation of the 
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act 
of 2003 (Copta).

MDM scheme: During the visit in 2017, 
the federation said to have noted the failure 
in the implementation of the scheme; stu-
dents were deprived of their benefits. Ltu 
said that the issue was highlighted to the 
chief minister, which was then taken to the 
State Vigilance Commission for investiga-
tion into irregularities and mismanage-
ment. He lamented that despite a lapse of 
one academic session, the irregularities 
were still taking place this year.

“For the academic year 2018, most of 
the schools were not provided MDM and 
many schools were supplied with only 
‘dal’ (dried, split pulses) and cooking cost 
without supply of any other commodi-
ties,” the student leader pointed out. It 
compelled the school managements to 
sell afew bags of ‘dal’ to purchase rice and 
other commodities to provide meal to the 
students. It was learnt that the NSF had 

written to the State Vigilance Commission 
on August 21 last to expedite the investiga-
tion process, and to produce the report by 
30 days. It also asked the commission to 
investigate discrepancies in MDM for the 
year 2017 and 2018, advocating that strict 
and effective disciplinary measure should 
be initiated against offenders in the imple-
menting agencies.

With the passage of the 30-day mark, 
the NSF had a meeting with the Vigilance 
department officials, wherein, the latter 
was stated to have proposed for three 
months’ time to complete the process. 
Towards this, Ltu said the NSF will take a 
call only after consultation with its federat-
ing units.

Free uniforms: The NSF has said that 
there was shortage and delay in supply of 
the school uniforms including trousers, 
skirt and shirts. “Most of the schools were 
issued with only sweater and a pair of socks, 
all of which were of the same size, and 
could not fit even students from the lower 
primary classes,” the federation lamented.

In several schools, Ltu said, students 
were given just cloth materials of ‘compro-
mised quality’, and without stitching cost. 
“It is imperative to mention that the cloth 
materials supplied were of the lowest qual-
ity,” he said.

The NSF had written to the chief sec-
retary on September 4 regarding the issue 
of school uniforms, and sought measures 
from the government within 15 days. Inter-
estingly, the department of School Educa-
tion was said to have replied to the letter on 
September 24, the day the NSF submitted 
its representation to the legislator in-charge 
of the department. The department simply 
stated that ‘the government has decided to 
refer the matter to the State Vigilance Com-
mission for necessary action’.

Continued on page-5

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep.24: Dimapur 
police have arrested several 
people, during August, in 
connection with an alleged 
illegal call centre operating 
in Nagaland’s commercial 
hub, Dimapur. The centre 
was said to be located be-
tween 6th and 7th mile, op-
posite JCB showroom. 

The city police raided 
the call centre’s office on 
August 16 following a tip-off 
from credible sources that 
it was engaged in fraudu-
lent activities and operating 
without licence, and valid 
documents. The incident 
was kept under wrap as they 
were yet to arrest the main 
accused, who was said to be 
staying outside Nagaland.

The police have in-
formed that 20 people were 
arrested during the raid, out 
of which 16 employees were 
diallers, and four others were 
the main handlers identi-
fied as one Amit Bhowmik, 
Michael Tenzin, Shauvik 
Bhuiyan, and a Bernard 
Angami. It was informed 
that the main accused is in 
judicial custody while the 
employees are on bail. The 
police also seized 28 com-
puters during the raid.

A special investigation 
team was formed with Addi-

tional Commissioner of Po-
lice Temsunochet Changkija 
as the investigation officer to 
investigate the racket. It was 
learnt during the investiga-
tion that the call centre in 
Dimapur was operating un-
der the direction of so-called 
two bosses from Kolkata. A 
team of enforcement officers 
led by Sub Inspector Joseph 
from East Police Station was 
sent to the city to nab the 
accused, who was identified 
as one Ajit Kumar Ray and 
an Anirbam Gupta, who are 
now in police custody.

“We have sent a team to 
Kolkata because bosses stay 

in Kolkata. The two main 
bosses have been nabbed 
and they have already land-
ed in a Dimapur court. We 
will find out further nexus 
in the coming days,” said 
Changkija.

“They (accused) are 
highly qualified IT experts 
from IT backgrounds, who 
have been running the busi-
ness for more than a decade 
now,” revealed Joseph, add-
ing that the duo was arrested 
with the help of the Kolkata 
police, and some decoys.

During the course of the 
investigation, Changkija 
said, it was found that the 

diallers were acting as In-
ternal Revenue Service (IRS) 
officials. The diallers would 
send voice messages to US 
citizens to call certain num-
bers claiming that certain 
cases with regard to taxes 
needed to be settled. When 
the unsuspecting victims 
from the US call back, they 
would transfer the call to 
the so called ‘closers’ — Ten-
zin and Bhuiyan, who were 
trained in closing the deals.

Changkija further men-
tioned that some callers 
from the US would give out 
codes for cash transactions 
to the closers, who in turn 

would give the code to the 
manager, Amit Bhowmik, 
who would forward it to the 
‘higher-ups.’

Mentioning that the call 
centre was properly planned, 
the DCP for Dimapur zone-
II, Vishal, disclosed that the 
scam started operating in 
June after thorough prepa-
ration since March 2018. He 
went on the say that about 
30 to 35 lac transactions were 
carried out from the call cen-
tre before it was pulled down 
in August.

Vishal said that charge 
sheet has been filed against 
the 16 employees who are 
presently on bail. Among 
them, six are females. “After 
investigation we will find 
out whether to set them 
free or to take them into 
custody,” said Vishal, adding 
that the SIT will continue its 
investigation until thorough 
information is obtained. 

Vishal has cautioned the 
students, who are looking 
for job, to do a background 
examination of companies 
before taking the job, citing 
the 16 innocent diallers who 
were guided into crime by 
the four handlers. He also 
recommended that they 
inform the police if they are 
suspicious of their employ-
ers.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): Following 
the Geographical Indication (GI) 
registration being received for the 
Naga pepper and Naga tree tomato 
under ‘agricultural products’ of the 
Geographical Indications of Goods 
(Registration & Protection) Act of 
1999, process is underway for GI reg-
istration of “sweet cucumber,” from 
Mokokchung district.

The Naga morich, or “king chilli,” 
was the first to receive the GI tag dur-
ing April 2008-March 2009 followed 
by the Naga tree tomato receiving the 
tag during April 2014-March 2015. 
Soon, the ‘sweet cucumber,’ which 
is claimed to be a cucumber species 
not found in any other place, may be 
granted the GI registration. 

The Horticulture department of 
Nagaland is said to have processed 

‘organic certification’ and was hope-
ful that by next year some of the pro-
duce from Nagaland would be certi-
fied; it is intending to propose more 
produce for organic certification. 

This was informed by MK Mero, 
principal secretary for Horticulture 
during a programme that was held at 
the Capital Convention Centre at the 
new Secretariat on Sep. 24. 

The programme organised by the 
department of Horticulture was held 
under the patronage of Nagaland 
Governor PB Acharya and sponsored 
by the ministry of Agriculture, Coop-
eration and Farmers Welfare. 

Though Nagaland is a small state, 
Mero said, it is rich in flora and fauna 
and has plenty of indigenous fruits 
and vegetables that are unique and 
are not found in any other states, or 
even countries. 

Over the years, though many of 
the agriculture produce have be-
come marketable, lack of a proper 
wholesale market in the state at the 
moment is a big setback for the farm-
ers though, said Mero. The officer 
observed that transportation of goods 
from hilly areas was another problem 
that requires a solution.

While being aware of the logistics 
issues faced by the farmers for trans-
portation and marketing of goods, 
he said the department is pushing 
for ‘domestic cargo clearance facility’ 
and ‘custom clearance facility’ and 
that it is making efforts to facilitate the 
farmers by creating a big wholesale 
market for agriculture producers.

Mero also pointed out that though 
there are several schemes under 
NBH, the state could not avail much 
of the scheme and that over the last 

one decade, it could avail only INR 
1 cr while states like Maharashtra is 
availing INR 100 crore a year. 

He also cited the problems of 
farers in getting loan from financial 
institutions as the lands are not 
transferable and cannot be used as 
a collateral security for obtaining 
financial loans.

Governor Acharya who is en-
route to Guwahati in a brief interac-
tion with the farmers maintained 
that Nagaland being blessed with 
favourable climatic condition and 
rich natural resources, the people has 
to utilise and bank on it for a sustain-
able livelihood.

Stating that self-sufficiency of 
food is most crucial for any society, 
he asserted that farmers must be em-
powered and strengthen, who are the 
backbone of the society. Towards this 

end, he emphasized that a situation 
must be created and that there has to 
be a dialogue on what the state needs 
be it agriculture, industry, education 
etc.

The most important component 
for any to society to progress, accord-
ing to him are the ‘3Es’ – ‘education, 
electricity and empowerment’ and 
reiterated that the society today needs 
skilled people and not administra-
tive knowledge, which the state has 
enough of it.

“We are no more tribals in any 
sense of the term” stated Acharya 
and called for a change of mindset, 
be a true Christian and be responsible 
for our actions. He also asserted that 
every individual has a duty to make 
Nagaland a ‘golden state’, however, 
reminded that unless the people work 
hard with the right approach, Naga-

land, he said, will never progress.
Atul R Patwardhan, of the Chinda-

mani Consultancy & Services at Pune 
in Maharashtra, was a special invitee 
during the interaction. Patwardhan 
highlighted various schemes and 
projects of the National Horticulture 
Board, Mission for Integrated Devel-
opment of Horticulture (MIDH). He 
said that the MIDH was a centrally 
sponsored scheme for the growth 
of the horticulture sector covering 
fruits, vegetables, root and tuber, 
mushroom, spices, flowers, aromatic 
plants; and coconut, cashew, cocoa 
and bamboo. He explained in de-
tailed the various sub-schemes and 
projects viz. projects under controlled 
environment, post harvest manage-
ment projects etc and the cost norms 
that are applicable to farmers and the 
eligible criteria.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): The youth 
wing of the opposition Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) has issued a sharp re-
sponse to referring to the report pre-
sented during the 2nd session of the 
13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly, 
“showcasing the negligence of PDA 
(People’s Democratic Alliance) govern-
ment.” 

The youth wing issued a press re-
lease on Monday. 

Responding to a question why the 
PDA government did not challenge 
the Kolkata High Court’s Interim order, 
the press release read, Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio “pointed to the fact” that all 
advocates in Kolkata High Court were 
“purchasable by Shyamalendu Ghosal, 
the managing director of CEEPL and 
thereby the abstinence.” 

The group claimed that the ‘in-
tention’ to ‘conceal the government’s 
dereliction of duty’ by coming up with 
“such an unsavoury response” is “not 
only hilarious but unethical and least 
expected,” the youth wing asserted.  
‘Instead of challenging the said interim 
order in a higher court of law, direc-
tion was issued for accepting the two 
cheques of Rs. 35 lakhs and Rs. 7 lakhs 
released by CEEPL in favour of Home 
Commissioner, Nagaland on 16th May, 
2018 and 2nd July, 2018 respectively.’ 

After acceptance of the two cheques 
released by CEEPL, the NPF stated, a 
counter affidavit was filed in Kolkata 
High Court only on July 16 2018, the 

group stated. ‘Apparently, this delay 
and negligence on the part of the State 
Government is what the chief minister’s 
office prefers to interpret as “following 
up the case with utmost sincerity.”’

Further, the NPF youth declared 
that the statement of the chief Minis-
ter’s office, ‘facts about CEEPL case at 
Kolkata Nagaland House,’ as published 
in the newspaper ‘is only a repetition 
of what the leader of opposition TR 
Zeliang presented during the half an-
hour discussion,’ the press release read.  

The NPF claimed that the chief 
minister “avoided giving any definite 
response despite the fact that account-
ant general, Nagaland had apprised the 
government to accept the two cheques 
‘with objection.’”

The press release read that the 
chief minister ‘come up with clearcut 
answers’  ‘as to what answers were ten-
dered by the AG, Balgopal and why the  
interim order of the Kolkata High Court 
of 14th May, 2018 was not challenged by 
the PDA government.’

The statement added that the gov-
ernment ‘suffers defeat when it comes 
to clarifying as to why the chief minister 
expressed his regret to accept a CBI 
enquiry on the matter as raised by the 
leader of opposition on the floor of the 
assembly on 20th Sept. 2018.’  

The youth wing suggested that the 
chief minister’s office issue clarifica-
tions ‘only after getting its facts and 
figures right.’

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): A send-
off service for the mortal re-
mains of the late Imtikumzuk 
Longkumer, advisor for Sericul-
ture & Excise department, was 
held at his official residence in 
Kohima on Monday. 

Speaking at the funeral serv-
ice, the working president of 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) Ale-
mtemshi Jamir recalled the 
time he met with the late leg-
islator who was described as a 
dynamic young man. He was 
personal secretary to former 
chief minister SC Jamir then. 

Alemtemshi mentioned 
that the demised leader’s hu-
mility and love for the people 
made him a leader of the peo-
ple and the mandate of elect-
ing him twice to the assembly 
from a prestigious constituency 
spoke for itself.

Opposition MLA Imkong L 
Imchen, spoke on behalf of the 
opposition legislators. He re-
counted the times Longkumer 
was a young public leader who 
was always at the front to ad-
dress the plight of the common 
people. He said that the late leg-
islator was a refined and simple 
man whose leadership qualities 
overcame hurdles; he became a 
leader through zeal to serve the 
people.

The send-off service of late 
Imtikumzuk Longkumer, Advi-
sor, Sericulture and Excise was 
held on September 24 at his of-
ficial residence, New Minister’s 
Hill Kohima at 8 am. 

Minister for Higher & Tech-
nical Education Temjen Imna 
Along Longkumer, and minister 
for Agriculture and Cooperation 
G Kaito Aye; and leaders of the 

Kohima Ao Union also spoke 
at the service before the mor-
tal remains of the legislator 
was taken to his native village, 
Ungma in Mokokchung district 
where a state ceremony will be 
held on September 25.

The bereaved wife of Imti-
kumzuk, Imkongzungla Long-
kumer described in her speech 
her husband as a man with 
good qualities who was humble, 
sincere in work and a person 
who loved serving the people. 
Also, she described him as a 
loving and a good father to his 
children.

Wokha
A short service was conducted 
here at the Wokha police point 
on Monday for the departed 
legislator with citizens coming 
to mourn and paying their trib-
utes to Longkumer.  The prayer 
service was led by Associate 
Pastor Abemo L Jungio of the 
WTBC.

Legislators  Tongpang 
Ozukum, Imkong L Imchen, 
Temjen Imna Along, Mhat-
hung Yanthan, Imnatiba, Dr. 
Neikiesalie Nicky Kire, and Dr. 
Chumben Murry were among 
the mourners in the entourage 
accompanying the mortal re-
mains.

A short speech and message 
of condolence was delivered 
by leaders of the Lotha Hoho, 
Wokha’s NDPP unit, Ao Senden 
of Wokha; and president of 
Wokha’s BJP unit.

A mass prayer seeking the 
Almighty God to bless and 
strengthen the bereaved family 
was sid. The mortal remains of 
Longkumer were then escorted 
to his native village Ungma in 
Mokokchung district.
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People pay tributes to Imtikumzuk Longkumer at his residence in Ungma village in Mokokchung 
district, on Sep. 24.  
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People pay tribute as Longkumer journeys home
Ungma receives mortal remains of son

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sept. 24 (EMN): It was a 
sombre occasion for Ungma village in 
Mokokchung district, on the evening 
of September 24 as grieving citizens 
queued to receive the mortal remains 
of Imtikumzuk Longkumer, advisor 
for Sericulture & Excise, who passed 
away recently.

His mortal remains reached Ung-
ma at 5:00 pm accompanied by min-
isters, advisors; and party workers 
and well-wishers. Leaders of students’ 
organisations, village councils, and 
various other communities paid their 
last homage to the departed leader at 
various locations before reaching his 
native village.

Longkumer breathed his last on 
Saturday evening, Sept. 22, at Apollo 
Hospital in New Delhi. He is survived 
by his wife Imkongzenla, four daugh-

ters and a son.
A state funeral for him is sched-

uled to be held at Ungma Aonglenden 
on September 25 at 10:00 am. It is 
learned that the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly Speaker Vikho-o Yhosu; 
and ministers Temjen Imna Along, 
Tongpang Ozukum, Mestubo Jamir, 
G Kaito Aye; and Advisor Imnatiba will 
be attending the funeral service.

The official designation of the late 
Imtikumzuk Longkumer in the 
news report ‘Leaders, community 
pay rich tributes to Longkumer’ 
in the Monday, Sep. 24 edition of 
Eastern Mirror, should read ‘advi-
sor of Sericulture and Excise,’ not 
Horticulture and Excise.

Corrigendum 

Pursuing GI tag for Mokokchung’s ‘sweet cucumber’ 
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Rajesh Soundararajan handing over the ex-gratia on Sep. 24.

Govt. gives ex-gratia to drowned victim’s mother  Relief materials provided to 
flood victims in Dimapur 

Difficulties are due to the delay in resolving the pol. problem — NPCC

More condole death of Longkumer 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): The 
Community Educational Centre 
Society (CECS) in collaboration 
with Development Opportunities 
Resources Access Insight (DORAI) 
Foundation distributed relief ma-
terials to the families affected by 
flood on Sep. 24. 

A press release received here 
stated that the relief materials, 
which included food items, clothes 
and other daily utility items, were 
distributed to the victims in the 
presence of EAC Dimapur, Tokai V 
Sumi, council authorities and GBs 
of the three localities and the CECS 
Director, Subonenba Longkumer.   

 While distributing the relief 
materials, EAC Tokai expressed 
gratitude to the DORAI Foun-

dation for their charity towards 
the victims. Nonetheless, he also 
stressed on the need to maintain 
proper drainage system around 
the locality in order to avoid fur-
ther floods.  

 The CECS Director, Subonen-
ba Longkumer while conveying 
gratitude for the relief materials 
provided by the DORAI Founda-
tion to the victims of flood disaster 
of the State. He also expressed 
gratitude for their trust in CECS as 
the distributing partner.

The relief materials were pro-
vided to the most affected fami-
lies in the three localities and 
altogether 58 families received the 
relief materials, the release further 
stated. 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): Ex-
pressing concern over the delay 
in resolving the Naga political 
problem, the Political Affairs 
Committee (PAC) of the Naga-
land Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC) on Monday 
called Nagaland as “the most 
unliveable state” with many 
problems and said that all the 
difficulties confronting the state 
are due to the unsolved political 
problem. 

The NPCC president, K 
Therie, in a press statement 
informed that the party’s PAC 
meeting held on Sep. 24 dis-
cussed and expressed ‘concern 
over the painful life that public 
traverse in Nagaland’.  

The PAC considered Na-

galand state as “the most un-
liveable state” in view of “the 
dilapidated roads, internal dis-
turbances, fear, corruption, 
backwardness and lawlessness 
in the state”. 

“GOI, state and naga nation-
al workers are at peace. They all 
hunt the public as their prey for 
food (tax). The public must be 
relieved from being hunted as 
prey without protection,” stated 
Therie. 

While saying that the PAC 
considers all these difficulties 
are due to the delay in resolving 
the political problem, Therie 
said that the committee, how-
ever, after reading through the 
213th Parliamentary Standing 
Committee Report of Home 

Affairs, appreciates the difficul-
ties and realities of negotiation. 
It also appreciated the GoI for 
at last hearing the voice of the 
people for inclusive talks and 
said that it has been the Con-
gress’ policy and commitment 
to endeavour for solving the 
political problem through non-
violence and constitutional 
means.  

“We continue to appeal to 
the NNC/FGN and NSCN (K) 
and the government of India 
to open talks. NPCC believes in 
negotiation and not in war to 
solve the problem,” said Therie. 

He expressed belief that 
the Nagas are united in finding 
peaceful solution. 

“There is little or no reason 

to divide. The cause is one, the 
objective is one, solution will be 
one and the future will be one. 
Even after solution, we will live 
together, as we do today with 
our inherent culture, customs 
and social practices,” said the 
NPCC chief while saying that 
the party believes that 

The PAC also appealed gov-
ernment of India to be reason-
able with the citizens and the 
naga national workers to ap-
preciate the predicaments of 
the public.  

“The committee is unani-
mous that public aspiration is 
for peace, freedom, develop-
ment and opportunities. We 
feel this should be the basis 
in finding political solution,” 

Therie stated. 
Meanwhile, with regard to 

the natural disaster that struck 
the state recently, the PAC  also 
expressed pain to note that the 
central government has failed to 
provide the estimated amount 
of INR 800 crore in damage cost.  

Saying that the PAC assumes 
that the centre has trust deficit 
with the state, Therie said that 
the central government might 
have thought that the state gov-
ernment would only misuse the 
relief fund. 

“Relief grants are not rights 
but are a gift and it is the mind-
set of the giver. It is hopes that 
the little precious gift will be 
used for the purpose without 
slashing,” said Therie.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): More legislators, 
civil society organisations and others on 
Mon. shared their grief over the untimely 
demise MLA Imtikumzuk Longkumer, Ad-
visor of Sericulture and Excise who passed 
away on Sep. 22 at New Delhi.   
Ao Legislators 

Five legislators from the Ao com-
munity viz. Metsubo Jamir, Temjen Iman 
Along, Tongpng Ozukum, Dr. Longriniken 
and Imnatiba, on behalf of the Ao legisla-
tors conveyed deepest sympathy upon the 
demise of their colleague.  

The five legislator, in a condolence 
message, said that Longkumer was an 
upcoming statesman who was making his 
mark in the political history of the state.   

“While serving --- term as a member 
of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
he set an example among his peers with 
his sincerity and dedication,” stated the 
message.

Saying that Longkumer’s close relation 
with the public and the youths in particu-
lar and his zeal for the uplift of the society 
would be missed by all, the message said 
that the Nagas have lost a great leader in 
his demise.  He was truly a man valued by 
our society. He will be remembered with 
respect and will be greatly missed by us,” 
the message stated while extending heart-
felt condolences to the bereaved family.
APO

The Angami Public Organisation ex-
pressed deep shock and sadness at the 
untimely demise of Longkumer whom 
it regarded as a promising individual 
who set various examples of talents 
and dedicated his life in the service of 
the people. 

His profound personality has im-
pacted every walks of life in his very short 
journey. He was a promising leader and 
an abled person,loved and admired by 
all.

“The news of his demise has caused 

the Angami Public Organisation to lament 
and mourn the loss of a man of true qual-
ity whom people of Nagaland in general 
look upon as a veteran in all spheres,” the 
APO President Dr.Kepelhusie Terhüja 
stated in a condolence message. 

Saying that Longkumer was a promis-
ing leader who was admired by all, Terhüja 
said that his good gestures and valuable 
services towards the people and the soci-
ety will never be forgotten. 

“Words are inadequate to express the 
grief yet in silent prayers; The Angami 
Public Organisation pays honour and 
tribute to the departed soul and the be-
reaved family.  May the departed soul rest 
in peace,” the APO president stated. 
Ao Senden 

The Ao Senden has also extended its 
heartfelt condolences to the wife and 
children of the deceases legislator and 
prayed God to grant solace at this dark 
hour of grief. 

“On his demise the Nagas have lost a 
great visionary leader creating a vacuum 
which will be difficult to fill up,” stated the 
Senden in a condolence message. 
 LFA - Nagaland 

The Legislators’ Forum on AIDS ex-
pressed deep hurt and grief “for the irrepa-
rable loss of a precious soul” in the person 
of Longkumer, who was the Treasurer of 
LFA during the 12th NLA as the Deputy 
Speaker.

“He was a keen supporter of the Pro-
gramme. His sincerity and magnanimous 
attitude was demonstrated for the interest 
of LFA and its mission during his tenure 
as the Executive Member of LFA,” stated 
the State Consultant, LFA - Nagaland, Dr. 
Vinito L. Chishi in a condolence message. 

Saying that the Forum has felt the 
loss of a strong supporter and advocate 
of HIV/Aids, Chishi further extended its 
deepest condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily members.   

STATE

Animal Husbandry dept. informs 
on vaccination  
The Directorate of Animal Husbandry and Vet-
erinary Services on Mon. informed all the chief 
veterinary officers to collect vaccines under AS-
CAD, CSF-CP and FMD-CP for the year 2017-18 
and carry out post-monsoon vaccination against 
economically important diseases. The director of 
AH&VS, Dr. Aomayang, in a press note, also in-
formed all the CVOs to observe World Anti Rabies 
Day by carrying out mass vaccination on canine 
rabies, the vaccines for which should be collected 
from the office of the directorate during office 
working hours. 

NSDMA  cautions public on 
impersonators 
The Nagaland State Disaster Management Author-
ity (NSDMA) on Mon. cautioned the public and 
educational institutions against impersonators 
who carry out unauthorised mock drills in the 
name of the disaster management authority.  A 
DIPR news update said that neither the National 
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) nor the 
NSDMA authorises any private person or organi-
sation to carry out mock drills or training on its 
behalf. If any person or institution claim to be 
representing NDMA or NSDMA, in such cases it 
should be verified with State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority. 

Nagaland Police Service Asso. 
gives one month time to govt.
The Nagaland Police Service Association (NPSA) 
held an emergency meeting on Sep. 24 at police 
complex, Chumukedima where it was resolved to 
take further course of action if the government 
fails to address its demand within one month.  A 
press release issued by the NPSA President, Vide-
lalie Zashumo NPS and Watichuchang Jamir NPS, 
said that the emergency meeting was called to 
discuss the pressing issues relating to the Govern-
ment’s decision to upgrade the incumbent DIG 
(Fire & Emergency Services) to the rank of IG (Fire 
& Emergency Services) and matters relating to the 
Cadre review.  It said that, on the assurance given 
by the government of Nagaland  represented by 
the Commissioner and Secretary to the Chief Min-
ister, Nagaland, held on Sep, 23 at CMO, the NPSA 
temporarily suspends the mass casual leave called 
on Sep. 24.  “However, the NPSA has resolved to 
resume further course of action if the Government 
fails to address the justified demands of the NPSA 
favourable within a period of one month,” the re-
lease cautioned.  

NEWS IN BRIEF

Opium menace: De-addiction through therapy in Mon WEATHER REPORT (22, SEP.)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA - - - - -

DIMAPUR 35.3 25.3 27.6 91 5

WOKHA 23.2 18.4 19.7 91 1.4

ZBT 23.6 16.4 19.5 88 NIL

MON 29 22 20 91 NIL

TUENSANG 22 19.2 17.8 92 2

MKG 25.3 19.2 20.3 88 3.2

PHEK 26 17.4 19.9 79 NIL

KIPHIRE 28.4 18.4 21 79 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27.5 18 21.3 84 1.6

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 29.8 18.8 20.2 69 1.8

JALUKIE 28 18 19.9 98 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 29 23.6 23.8 89 2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Thavaseelan K, sitting 4th from left, along with others after inuagurating the OST centre at Chenmoho village, Mon

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
With the aim to reduce 
the use of opium and drug 
addiction in the area, the 
local community under 
the initiative of Joint Ac-
ton Committee Against 
Opium Addiction has es-
tablished an Opioid Sub-
stitution Therapy (OST) 
centre at Chenmoho vil-
lage in Mon district.

T h e  c e n t r e  w a s 
launched by Mon’s Depu-
ty Commissioner, Thava-
seelan K on Sep. 22. 

A DIPR news update 
on Monday stated that the 
OST programme for opi-
um users was first started 
at Manyakshu in 2015 
with the support of the 
department of Health and 
Family Welfare. The same 
programme at Chenmoho 
village is also supported 
by the health department 
and Development of Un-
derdeveloped Areas un-

der the Border Area De-
velopment Programme. 

Quite alarmingly, the 
DIPR stated that 8-9% of 
about 3000 Chenmoho 
village’s adult population 
are into this substance 
abuse. Adults ranging 
from 18-45 years, who 
also form the working 
population of the com-

munity, constitute the 
maximum number of 
abusers.

The newly opened 
OST centre will provide 
Buprenorphine drug as 
a substitute for opium 
to the opium addicts to 
mitigate their withdrawal 
symptoms. Buprenor-
phine as a substitute for 

opium was started at 
Tobu under the initiative 
of the same committee, 
the DIPR stated. 

While launching the 
OST centre at Chenmoho 
village, the Mon deputy 
commissioner thanked 
the local MLA and others 
for the support rendered, 
and the initiative taken 

towards the cause. Out of 
over 300 users of opium in 
the village, 134 users have 
registered voluntarily at 
the centre. While appeal-
ing to others to follow 
suit, he called on the local 
community to pressurise 
the other addicts to join 
the programme and be 
registered. Informing that 
Buprenorphine tablet is 
expensive, he called on 
the department of Health 
and Family Welfare and 
DUDA to continue sup-
porting the initiative. He 
also congratulated those 
who enrolled at the camp 
and encouraged them 
to continue to motivate 
themselves as self-mo-
tivation is the most im-
portant ingredient of the 
programme. 

 Earlier, the convener 
of the Joint Acton Com-
mittee Against Opium 
Addiction, W Moba Kon-

yak in the introductory 
note, encouraged the us-
ers registered at the camp 
to make life’s decision 
during the treatment. 
There should be change 
in lifestyle with the use 
of the therapy, he said. 
Maintaining that opium 
is readily available in the 
area from neighbouring 
Myanmar, he called on 
toughening the checking 
by the community to stop 
the import of the same.

Since the area came 
into contact with opium 
some decades back, opi-
um addiction continues 
to be a menace in parts 
of Mon district, specially 
the areas bordering My-
anmar. “Many commu-
nity-based programmes 
and initiatives have been 
undertaken, however the 
problem continues,” the 
DIPR quoted a concerned 
local citizen.

Late Rev. Dr. I Ben Wati Legacy Talk held at Ghy. 

 Participants of the 3rd Late Rev. Dr. I Ben Wati Legacy Talk at Hotel Gateway Grandeur, Guwahati.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
The 3rd Late Rev. Dr. I Ben 
Wati Legacy Talk, jointly 
hosted by ELIM Resource 
Centre (ERC), Guwahati 
and Evangelical Fellowship 
of India (EFI-NE), Guwa-
hati was held at Hotel Gate-
way Grandeur, Guwahati in 
Assam last week. 

A press note from re-
ceived here stated that rep-
resentatives from World 
Vision India (Guwahati), 
Pine Brook Society (Shil-
long), North East India 
Committee on Relief & De-
velopment (NEICORD), Pr-
iscilla Centre (Guwahati), 
Indian Evangelical Mission 
(IEM), United Christian 
Prayer Fellowship (Lahori-
jan), Council of Baptist 
Churches in North East 
India (CBCNEI), Nyishi 
Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC), Friends Mission-
ary Prayer Band (FMPB), 
other well wishers and host 
Evangelical Fellowship of 
India (NE) attended this 
legacy talk that was held 
on Sep. 21. 

The day’s programme 
was presided over by Senti 
Longkumer, Executive Di-
rector, IMPACT Nagaland. 
Longkumer recollected the 
Reverend’s sermons on “ar-
rows” and said: “Uncle Ben 
always encouraged us to 
be as sharp as the arrows, 
as sturdy as the arrows, as 
straight as the arrows and 
as consistent as a good 
Christian arrow in hitting 

the right target. And in 
archery terms, if there was 
one person who hit the 
bull’s eye consistently, it 
has to be Uncle Ben.”

A message on behalf of 
“Uncle Ben’s family mem-
bers” written by I Lanu Toy 
was read out by the direc-
tor of ERC, Guwahati, Lucy 
Pau. The message stated: 
“Ben Wati’s light contin-
ues to shine on through 
his memories and the 
many lessons and words 
of wisdom he planted in 
so many of us all over the 
world. I believe he was 

a very special individual 
who always saw the light, 
who walked the light, and 
most importantly one who 
shared the light. May his 
presence continue to light 
our paths for generations 
to come.”  

The day’s first session 
on the topic Socio-Reli-
gious Scenario of India was 
presented by Rev. Vijayesh-
Lal, the general secretary 
of Evangelical Fellowship 
of India (EFI). He stated 
that, “….India is chang-
ing and it is a process that 
began many years ago and 

this change seems to be 
here to stay. This change 
is driven by issues of iden-
tity and belongingness. We 
must look at the big picture 
and respond with flooding 
prayers.”

He also told the gath-
ering that EFI is planning 
to hold a series of Rev. 
Dr. I Ben Wati Memorial 
Lectures in Union Bibli-
cal Seminary, Pune in the 
forthcoming year.

Rev. Dr. Ngul Khan 
Pau, Senior Consultant 
(DAI) dwelled on the topic 
‘Understanding Kingdom 

Leaders’; and Dr. Mansang 
Songate, former Direc-
tor of NEICORD spoke on 
the topic Challenges and 
Issues Faced by Christian 
Leaders.  

In his concluding re-
marks, Rev. Dr. Pau stressed 
on the need to mobilise 
individual and corporate 
prayers with increased and 
focused intensity. 

“As Christian leaders, 
we must also work on how 
to translate these Kingdom 
values into our leadership 
roles,” the release further 
stated.  

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): The 
Home department under the 
government of Nagaland pro-
vided an ex-gratia payment 
of INR 4 lakh to S Chikumla 
Yimso, the mother of Phesama 
drowned victim, Late. Sorenla 
which was formally handed over 
by the deputy commissioner 
and chairman of DDMA Ko-
hima, Rajesh Soundararajan in 
the presence of Phesama village 
council chairman, the SDO (C) 
Jakhama and DDMA members 
at the DC’s office on Sep. 24. 

Sorenla (14) and her mother, 
S Chikumla Yimso were swept 
away by powerful water current 
at Dzucharu River in Phesama 
villager under Kohima district 
on July 29. 

The mother was rescued 
by the State Disaster Response 

Force team of Kohima. How-
ever, the young girl could not 
be rescued and her body was 

recovered by the CRF of Angami 
Youth Organisation during the 
early hours of July 30. 
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N Yanger Pongen, an engineer with the PHED Mokokchung division addressing the participants of a 
programme on sanitation at  the Longkumer Kilem in Mokokchung on Monday. 

EM Images

Students and staff of Sacred Heart School in Dimapur posing for the lens at their school premises on Monday.  

EM Images

Members of the Act of Kindness during a press conference at IMC hall in Dimapur on Monday. 

VDB model not fully implemented in 
Shamator, claims paralegal volunteer

Grassroots ‘motivators’ encouraged to led 
in Mokokchung’s community sanitation

Big-hearted: Sacred Heart School 
in Dimapur shows love for Kiphire 

‘Magnum Opus’ event back for its fourth version Rio to open 
Innovation Hup 
on Sep. 28 

Mokokchung traders told 
not to pay ‘unlawful’ tax  

Bhandari police arrest one with drugs worth INR 2 lakh

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): A pa-
ralegal volunteer from Legal Aid 
Clinic, Shamator in Tuensang 
district has demanded the state’s 
Rural Development department 
to implement the directives of 
certain sections of Village De-
velopment Boards (VDB) Model 
Rules, 1980 (Revised) as notified 
by the department on November 
21, 1989. 

The volunteer, identified as 
Thsantong, in a representation to 
the block development officer, RD 
Block of Shamator, alleged that 
section 4 (a), section 4 (b) and sec-
tion 7 of the Village Development 
Boards Model Rules, 1980 (Re-
vised) has not been implemented 
in Shamator RD block ‘for reasons 
best known to the department’. He 
has demanded its implementation 
within one month.  

He stated that section 4 (a) 
deals with the formation of the 
‘general body’ of the Village De-
velopment Board (VDB), its com-

position, its powers and functions; 
section 4 (b) deals with the man-
agement committee of the VDBs, 
its composition and its functions; 
and section 7 stipulates the selec-
tion of a VDB secretary, his/her 
educational qualification and 
monthly remuneration.  

 Thsanthong said that the di-
rectives of said rules have not 
implemented in letter and in 
spirit under RD Block, Shamator 
till date. 

“General body meetings were 
hardly conducted, citizens were 
hardly sensitised on available pro-
grammes and even their constitu-
tionally guaranteed rights under 
MGNREGA were discriminated 
and deprived in every given op-
portunity from different levels of 
implementing agency,” he alleged. 

He also alleged that many vil-
lages were yet to set up VDB man-
agement committees; instead, the 
head gaon bura (GB) or the village 
council chairman was appointed 

or acting as ‘chairman’. 
Saying that this wilful violation 

is encouraging amble rooms for 
misappropriation and siphon-
ing of public fund meant for vil-
lage development, Thsanthong 
said under such circumstances, 
question of accountability and 
transparency arises because al-
leged ‘siphoning of funds illegally 
from different level of agency has 
reached its zenith.’

He also said that raising con-
cern ‘over rampant corruption and 
misappropriation’ and asking the 
implementing agency, ‘including 
the village-level one-man-VDB-
army’, to be accountable only 
results in shutting the voice of the 
innocent citizens on the pretext 
of stopping village NREGS funds 
and other village developments 
indefinitely.  Thus, the villagers 
were victimised on many occa-
sions, he said. 

While urging the department 
to immediately implement the 

quoted directives ‘in the interest 
of my aid seeker/client’ without 
further delay, Thsanthong said 
the clinic (Legal Aid Clinic) has 
learned that even after discharg-
ing their obligations with utmost 
sincerity and dedication, many 
VDB secretaries were paid meagre 
incentives, which is a direct con-
travention of the said rules. 

“Therefore, your department 
is urged to ensure their rightful re-
muneration as guaranteed by such 
rules to all the VDB secretaries 
without any further delay,” it read. 

“... this clinic wishes to state 
that reports on alleged misappro-
priation and rights violation are 
being reported by my aid seeker/
client from various villages under 
Shamator sub-division pertain-
ing to NREGS fund and that, this 
clinic shall deal befittingly under 
the ambit of established law if 
not acted and provided timely 
intervention,” stated the paralegal 
volunteer. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 24: The 
fourth edition of ‘Mag-
num Opus,’ a yearly art 
and music festival organ-
ised by the Act Of Kind-
ness (AOK) Dimapur, in 
collaboration with North 
East Zone Cultural Centre 
(NEZCC) will be held from 
on October 24 to 25th at 
Urban Haat, Walford Road 
in Dimapur. 

The festival is organ-
ised to celebrate and com-
memorate International 
Artist Day, which falls on 
October 25.

Speaking to media per-

sons, the organising team 
from AOK informed that 
fictional, folk and short 
story writing workshops 
would be a new addition 
this year. 

“This year we want to 
encourage all the college 
and high school students to 
participate and move for-
ward by showcasing their 
talent in different fields of 
art and music,” said Adrian 
from AOK.

Apart from the story 
writing workshops, vari-
ous other workshops con-
ducted will include art, 
photography, poetry and 

others. 
This year’s edition will 

give a chance for artists in 
the field of music and art 
to win cash prizes and gift 
hampers also. 

The best live original 
performance will get an 
audio and video contract 
sponsored by Richa Pro-
ductions and a cash prize 
of INR 10,000.

The winner for the po-
etry competition and short 
story writing competition, 
apart from a cash prize, will 
receive book gift hampers 
and selected short stories 
will be published by Herit-

age Publishing House and 
every three years selected 
poems will be featured 
in the book ‘The bards of 
Magnum Opus.’

The art competition 
which is open for all carries 
INR 5000 as first prize and 
INR 3000 as second prize.

The Cosplay compe-
tition will have two cat-
egories, best costume and 
best CosPlayer where the 
winners will be handed INR 
10,000 each. 

For details on participa-
tion and registration, email 
at actofkindness.dimapur@
gmail.com

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 24: The Mokokchung 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(MCCI) has warned members of the busi-
ness community not to entertain any ‘un-
lawful taxation’ in Mokokchung.

The traders’ organisation issued a press 
release on Monday stating that some ‘un-
derground operatives’ have recently been 
issuing tax collection notice to the town’s 
business community.  

While having a telephonic conversa-
tion with Eastern Mirror, the general secre-
tary of MCCI, Limalenden Longkumer said 
that the illegal activities were noticed last 
week. He said that the MCCI initially tried 
to remain silent but after receiving various 
complaints about similar notice being is-

sued, they felt the need to publicise it.
It is to be noted that business commu-

nities in Mokokchung pay taxes to only to 
one faction, which was generally decided 
by the entire public. 

Meanwhile, the MCCI stated that they 
would go any distance to safeguard their 
rights. “The ‘underground’ operatives is-
suing ‘tax collection notice’ to our member 
traders are advised to stop their unlawful 
activities immediately in the interest of 
maintaining peace and tranquillity in our 
beloved land,” the statement read.

It also warned its members not to en-
tertain any of such illegal activities while 
hoping the law enforcing agencies and 
security forces to perform their bounden 
duty.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 24: The Bhandari po-
lice arrested one person for allegedly 
transporting illegal drugs from Mera-
pani to Wokha and recovered 20,500 
capsules of Spasmo Proxyvon and 
four cases of Indian Made Foreign 
Liquor (IMFL). 

Based on a specific intelligence 

report, the Bhandari police station 
personnel apprehended Chhotelal 
Prasad 45 years old and a resident 
of Merapani Assam on Sunday, Sep. 
23 at around 7.30 pm, informed 
Bhandari SDPO, Yambemo Humtsoe. 
The accused was apprehended from 
Bhandari while attempting to trans-
port the prohibited drugs from Mera-

pani to Wokha in a goods-laden truck.  
 The value of the seized drugs was 

estimated to be worth INR 2 lakhs and 
IMFL worth INR 10,000 approximate-
ly. In this connection, the accused has 
been taken into police custody and a 
case has been registered vide BDI PS 
case No 12/18 under relevant sections 
of law, informed the SDPO. 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 
(EMN):  The chief 
minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio will in-
augurate the Innova-
tion Hup and Space 
Education Centre at 
Nagaland Science 
Centre  in Dimapur 
on Sep. 28, according 
to a DIPR report on 
Monday.

The inauguration 
programme will be 
chaired by Commis-
sioner and Secretary, 
Dellirose M Sakhrie 
while background 
note on Innovation 
Hup & Space Educa-
tion Centre and key-
note address will be 
given by the Director 
of North East Zone, 
National Council for 
Science Museum, 
Kolkata, GoI, S Chaud-
huri and the Director 
General of National 
Council for Science 
Museum, Kolkata, 
GoI, AD Chaudhury 
respectively. 

The advisor to 
Science and Tech-
nology department, 
Mhonlumo Kikon 
will also address the 
function, it informed. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 24 
(EMN): To help people 
learn about the basics of 
sanitation, an orientation 
programme on swachhag-
rahis or Sanitation Motiva-
tors was held at Longkumer 
Kilem in Mokokchung on 
Monday.

The orientation pro-
gramme was organised by 
WSSO, PHED Mokokchung 
division under Swachhata 
Hi Seva campaign (Sep. 
15-Oct. 02) with the de-
clared vision: ‘cleanliness 
is service.’

N  Ya n g e r  Po n g e n , 
the executive engineer of 
PHED Mokokchung divi-
sion explained that Swachh 
Bharat Mission (SBM) is 
one of the topmost priori-
tised programme initiated 
by central government in 
the country. However, he 
maintained that the objec-

tives of SBM are simple 
and easy but very hard to 
execute in practice.

In this regard, he as-
serted that to monitor the 
programme as well as con-
stantly motivate and bring 
awareness to the people 
from the grassroots level 
the swachhagrahi are being 
recruited voluntarily in the 
rural areas.

Pongen also informed 
that the main purpose of 
swachhagrahi is to moti-
vate villages and commu-
nities towards sanitation 
aspects by influencing be-
havioural changes in the 
life of the people.

He also maintained that 
the concept of swachha-
grahi is very old in India 
but here it is being imple-
mented for the first time. 
He, therefore, said that the 
sanitation motivators’ most 
critical responsibility is to 

initiate an effective process 
to bring real facilitation and 
change on the ground.

The engineer further 
urged the swachhagrahi 
that even though Mokok-
chung has achieved open-
defecation-free status, they 
should continue to moti-
vate and bring the behav-
ioural changes in the life of 
the people.  

Meanwhile, Imtiyanger 
and Masachuba Ozukum 
both SDO of PHED Mokok-
chung division conducted 
the training session while 
Ajung, a chemist (WSSO), 
spoke on ‘Swachhagrahi 
Ke Swachhagrahi: EK Se 
Anek.’  

More than 100 swach-
hagrahis from 63 villages 
including village council 
members and WATSAN 
committee members at-
tended the training pro-
gramme.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 24: Moved 
by the scenes of destruc-
tion in Kiphire district in 
the aftermath of the recent 
monsoon rain, the students 
and staff of a private school 
in Dimapur have decided 
to do their bit to help the 
people of Kiphire rebuild 
their lives. 

The students and teach-
ers of Sacred Heart School, 
located at Model village, 
5th Mile in Dimapur, got 
together on September 21 

to organise a ‘sales day’ at 
Green Park, Dimapur to 
raise money for the victims 
of the monsoon disaster in 
Kiphire. 

The school’s adminis-
trator, Vil Tsukru said the 
idea behind organising such 
programme was for the stu-
dents to understand what it 
was like to give back to those 
in need and also to encour-
age others to follow suit. And 
such experience, he said, 
will help the students who 
are in their growing stage to 

comprehend life better.  
The school’s headmas-

ter, Francis Thomas said 
the students of class 9 and 
10 along with the staff had 
prepared food items for 
the ‘sales day’. “As a first 
time, organising and par-
ticipating in such event, 
the response received was 
encouraging and some be-
nevolent individuals con-
tributed more than what 
they were supposed to,” 
shared Thomas. 

The headmaster said 

with such encouraging re-
sponse, the school would 
continue such events and 
extend a helping hand in 
future.  

The amount generated 
from the sale was then an-
nounced on September 24 
during the school’s morning 
assembly. The headmaster 
said the school would be 
adding some amount to 
the amount generated on 
‘sales day’ which will be 
transferred to the deputy 
commissioner of Kiphire.  
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PM inaugurates Sikkim’s 1st airport, 
attacks past govt. on NE development 

MU turmoil:  Semester exams postponed 
State goverment committed to act as mediator 
between Centre and university — Biren Singh

Assam government introduces 
Electricity Duty (Amendment) Bill

Seven injured in Manipur IED blast Three NSCN (K) cadres arrested 

‘Land acquisition, environmental clearances 
major reasons for Northeast road projects delay’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 24: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the 100th air-
port of India and Sikkim’s 
first greenfield airport at 
Pakyong on Sep. 24. 

The airfield spreading 
across 201 acres is situated 
on top of the hill at 4,500 
feet above sea level and 
around 60 km from the 
Indo-China border. It was 
approved by the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic 
Affairs in October 2008 be-
fore the foundation stone 
was laid a year later and 
finally turned into a reality 
on Monday

The airport is around 
33 km from state capital 
Gangtok and the first com-
mercial flight will com-
mence on October 4. 

Speaking at the inau-
gural programme, Prime 
Minister attacked the pre-
vious governments ac-
cusing them of having 
neglected the northeast 
and said in the last four 
years his government has 
opened 35 new airports.

“Today, it is not only a 
historic day for Sikkim but 
also for the country” he 

PTI

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurates the Pakyong Airport, in Gangtok on Monday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1947SUD0KU 1787
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Earned Run Average
 4. Pouches
 8. Jewish month
 12. Bark
 13. First Chinese dynasty
 14. Narrative
 15. A citizen of the United States
 17. About the organ of hearing
 18. More attractive
 19. Trigonometric function
 21. A nearly horizontal passage into a 

mine
 23. Dish of green vegetables and 

tomatoes
 26. A blue dye
 29. Large church building
 31. Skeletal muscle
 32. Goddess of grain (Roman 

mythology)
 33. Snout
 34. Utilized to excess
 36. Liquid body substances
 37. Medieval travelling courts
 38. Tackling a quarterback behind the 

line
 40. A domed or vaulted recess
 42. Primitive
 46. Prefix indicating “Outer”
 48. Estrange
 50. Flying stinging insects
 51. Rant
 52. Flower petals
 53. Found on a face
 54. Negatives
 55. Hat (slang) 

 DOWN
 1. An unfledged or nestling hawk
 2. Frost
 3. Highest point
 4. Moved away suddenly
 5. Imputes
 6. Spy agency
 7. French for “Without”

 8. Off-key
 9. NBC newsmagazine show
 10. Caliph
 11. Receive (abbrev.) 
 16. Monetary unit of Oman
 20. Wife and sister of Osiris 

(Egyptian mythology)
 22. Weight allowances
 24. Maple genus
 25. A Chadic language spoken 

south of Lake Chad
 26. Herbaceous plant
 27. Dark blue
 28. Repeats
 30. A drug that reduces 

excitability
 32. Utter obscenities 
 35. Peace
 36. The tissue forming the outer 

layer

 39. Algonquians
 41. Acquire by one’s efforts
 43. Semitic fertility god
 44. King of Huns  (Scandinavian)
 45. Metal formerly found in 

pipes
 46. The compass point that is 

one point north of due east
 47. Chief Executive Officer
 49. Indo-Chinese people

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1786
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Guwahati, Sep. 24 (PTI): 
Assam Government Mon-
day proposed to replace 
fixed “electricity duty” of 20 
paise per unit with an ad-
valorem rate of five per cent 
on overall energy charge, 
having a scope to further 
increase it to 10 per cent.

Introducing the Assam 
Electricity Duty (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2018, Finance 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said the government 
plans to have the electricity 
duty at an ad-valorem duty 
of five per cent.

“... to empower the state 
government to enhance 
electricity duty in future 
with a upper ceiling of 10 
percentum of the aggregate 
value of energy charges and 
fixed charges,” he added.

Currently, “electricity 
duty” is charged at 20 paise 
per unit and there is no 
scope to raise it beyond this 
amount.

Once the bill is passed 
by the Assembly and noti-
fied by the government, 
this step will effectively 
increase the electricity bill 
of the consumers.
12,750 cases of crime 
against women in Assam 
in 2017-2018
The Assam government 
Monday told the Assembly 
that 12,750 cases of crime 
against women were regis-
tered in the state in the year 

2017-18.
In a written reply to a 

query by Congress MLA 
Kamalakhya Dey Purka-
yastha, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Chandra 
Mohan Patowary said 
in Assam 1,751 cases of 
rapes, 539 murders and 
10,460 dowry crimes took 
place across the state in 
2017-18.

Replying on behalf of 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal, who holds the 
Home portfolio, Patowary 
informed that in the previ-
ous financial year 1,571 
rapes, 490 murders and 
9,629 dowry related crimes 
were registered in the state.

In  2 0 1 6 ,  t h e  t o t a l 
number of crimes record-
ed in Assam was 1,07,022, 
which went up to 1,11,118 
in 2017, the minister said.

To a separate question 
of AGP MLA Ramendra 
Narayan Kalita, Patowary 
said the state has witnessed 
a total of 84,540 crimes 
related to theft, dacoity, 
kidnapping, sexual harass-
ment, rape, dowry, accident 
and superstition till August 
2018 from the time alliance 
government came to power 
in 2016.

In this period, 56 ex-
tremists have been killed, 
while seven security per-
sonnel also lost their lives 
in addition to injuries to 14 

other security persons, he 
added.
Govt. deported only 29,795 
foreigners
The Foreigners’ Tribunals 
in Assam have so far de-
clared 91,609 persons as 
illegal foreigners while the 
state government could 
deport only 29,795 persons 
till August this year.

This was revealed by 
Assam Industry Minister 
Chandra Mohan Patowary 
while replying to a ques-
tion in the ongoing ses-
sion of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly on Monday. 
Patowary was replying on 
behalf of Chief Minister 
and Home Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal.

The Minister revealed 
that there were a total of 
1,037 declared foreigners 
including 31 children in six 
detention camps of Assam.

“The foreigners’ tribu-
nals have declared 91,609 
persons as foreigners till 
March 31, 2018. While 128 
of them have been deport-
ed till August 31, four others 
have been expelled. Prior 
to this, the government 
has pushed back a total of 
29,663 declared foreigners 
and convicted persons to 
Bangladesh till December 
31, 2017,” said Patowary 
while replying to a ques-
tion by Congress legislator, 
Nazrul Haque.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Seven persons were in-
jured after unidentified 
miscreants triggered an 
Improvised Explosive De-
vice (IED) blast in Imphal 
on Monday, police said. 

The blast occurred in 
front of a vehicle spares 
shop in the congested lo-
cality of Majorkhul around 
5:45 am. 

According to Police, 
seven labourers suffered 
splinter injuries when the 

IED, suspected to have 
been planted by unidenti-
fied miscreants, exploded 
when workers are coming 
out for the day’s work.

The injured persons 
were evacuated to the near-
by hospitals for treatment. 
Most of the injured people 
hail from Bihar and Ut-
tar Pradesh and presently 
staying in Imphal sustained 
injury at their leg, shoulder, 
and chest while one sus-
tained injury at head. 

The reason behind the 

explosion could not be as-
certained.No armed group 
operating in the region 
claimed responsibility for 
the incident till the filling 
of this report.

Meanwhile police tak-
en up a suo motu a case 
in connection and inves-
tigation is in progress, the 
police said.

The doctor attending 
the injured persons at the 
hospital told that medical 
aid was given and they are 
out of danger.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
The Kadamtala battalion 
of Assam Rifles arrested 
three NSCN (K) cadres 
who were involved in kid-
napping a truck driver, on 
refusal to pay extortion 
amount demanded by 
them. The cadres were 
appended along  from 
New Kaiphundai area of 
Tamenglong district in 
Manipur.

A statement from the 
troop’s authority said the 
cadres had also resorted 

to firing of 10-15 rounds to 
intimidate the truck driv-
ers during the incident. 
The incident took place 
on NH-37 near Makru 
Bridge. 

In this connection, AR 
along with Manipur Police 
launched an operations 
and apprehended the 
perpetrators. The team 
recovered two US made 
M series Assault Rifles, 
around 425 rounds of live 
ammunition and three 
hand grenades.

Shillong, Sep. 24 (IANS): Road 
and Transport Minister Nitin 
Gadkari on Monday said land 
acquisition and environmental 
clearances were the two major 
hurdles delaying the road infra-
structure projects in the north-
eastern states.

Inaugurating the 102 km Jow-
ai-Ratacherra section of NH-06 
in Meghalaya, the Union Minis-
ter asked the Chief Ministers of 
the northeastern states to hold 
monthly review meetings on land 
acquisition and environmental 
clearance for early implementa-
tion of road projects.

Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma, Tripura Chief 
Minister Biplap Deb, Arunachal 
Deputy Chief Minister Chowna 
Mein and a host of Meghalaya 

cabinet ministers witnessed the 
inauguration among others

“Land acquisition is a state 
subject and therefore we need 
the cooperation of the respec-
tive states. If the state can make 
progress on land acquisition and 
environmental clearance fast, we 
assure you that we will immedi-
ately approve the road projects 
and start the project as early as 
possible,” Gadkari said.

Noting that prosperity comes 
from roads, the Union Minister 
said that industries and agricul-
ture are the two very important 
sectors. 

“If you want to develop in-
dustry and agriculture - the four 
important things are water, trans-
port, road and communication 
and without them we don’t have 

industry and without industry 
we don’t have employment po-
tential.”

Reaffirming that the central 
government is giving the “high-
est priority to development of 
the North East”, Gadkari said, 
“We want to implement all road 
projects in the region in a trans-
parent and corruption-free man-
ner. The government has decided 
to construct more railway lines 
and develop inland waterways to 
boost trade and commerce.”

The Union Minister said the 
Jowai-Ratacherra road will pro-
vide a link to the Assam border 
and boost the overall socio-eco-
nomic development of the popu-
lation of the Jaintia Hill districts.

He said trucks and heavy vehi-
cles coming from the Brahmapu-

tra Valley of Assam can move 
smoothly in a record time frame 
to Silchar in Barak Valley, within 
Assam and thus provide con-
nectivity to Manipur, Mizoram, 
Tripura and Southern Assam.

Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma said that the 
102 Km Jowai-Ratacherra road 
of NH-06 will really go a long 
way in helping the people in that 
area besides people from Assam, 
Mizoram.

The NH-06 project, construct-
ed at a cost of INR 683 crore, will 
reduce the travel time between 
Jowai and Ratacherra from 4 
hours to 2.5 hours. The highway 
passes through the coal and ce-
ment producing belt and is a 
lifeline for the landlocked states 
of the northeast.

said after dedicating the 
airport.

Modi said that in the 
last four years his govern-
ment has dedicated 35 
airports to the nation.

Emphasising on the 
connectivity in the North-
eastern states, he said that 
with the opening of the 
new airport in Sikkim, the 
distance between other 
parts of the country have 
been reduced. 

Nagaland Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio congrat-

ulated the prime minis-
ter on the occasion and 
stated: “I congratulate PM 
@narendramodi for tak-
ing effective measures in 
bridging the gap between 
#NorthEast and rest of 
India.”  Rio added that 
the airport, in spite of its 
geographic challenges, is 
all set to mark a new be-
ginning.  Referring to the 
new airfield, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, 
Civil Aviation, Government 
of India, Suresh Prabhu 

updated on Monday: “It 
marks the beginning of 
a new era in the aviation 
history of Sikkim and will 
boost connectivity, tour-
ism & trade by linking this 
beautiful State to the rest of 
India by air.”

However, the Congress 
party has attributed the 
airport to former Prime 
M i n i s t e r  M a n m o h a n 
Singh. 

“We’re happy to see Dr. 
Manmohan Singh’s vision 
come to life through the 

inauguration of #Pakyon-
gAirport. We look forward 
to increased develop-
ment in Sikkim through 
improved connectivity,” 
Congress party tweeted.

(With inputs from PTI)

Chamling requests PM 
for reservation of seats 
for two communities in 
Assembly
Sikkim Chief Minister Pa-
wan Chamling requested 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Monday to reserve 
seats for the Limbu and 
Tamang communities in 
the state Assembly.

the chief minister said 
that the Sikkim govt. had 
been demanding for the 
last 16 years to increase 
the number of seats in 
the Assembly to 40 from 
the existing 32, to include 
representatives of the two 
communities.

He said the other long 
pending demand of the 
govt . was to grant tribal 
status to 11 other commu-
nities in the state which are 
Bahun, Chettri, Bhujel, Rai, 
Gurung, Dewan, Yamaha, 
Yogi, Sanyasi, Mumbai and 
Thami.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 24 (EMN):  All 
the semester examinations 
of the Manipur University 
have been postponed until 
further order after the Sep. 
21 midnight police raid at 
Manipur University (MU) 
hostels based on a com-
plaint reportedly by the 
vice chancellor.

Controller of Examina-
tions (in-charge) A Narayan 
Singh issued a notice, stat-
ing that “under the pre-
vailing circumstances all 
the examinations of the 
university which have been 
scheduled earlier will be 
postponed until further 
order.”

The functioning of Ma-
nipur university which has 
around 5000 students, has 
been affected once again 
despite the appeal of vice 
chancellor in-charge Prof. 
K Yugindro to help in re-
storing normalcy, due to 
the resurfacing of the un-
rest in the campus after 
the Sep. 21 midnight police 
search at boy’s hostels and 
subsequent arrest and de-
tention of seven students 
and six teachers.

The Manipur state 
Chief Minister N Biren on 
Monday said that the state 

government is commit-
ted to act as a mediator 
between the centre and 
university community to 
restore normalcy in uni-
versity.

Even though the uni-
versity was in the news 
since June following agita-
tion, demanding removal 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Adya 
Prasad Pandey on charges 
of irregularities, the uni-
versity resume to normal 
activities from Aug.  23 after 
signing an agreement with 
the government. However, 
he said the visit of Prof. K 
Yugindro to campus on 
Sep. 20 reportedly based 
on HRD ministry order 
after Pandey handed over 
the charge of VC to Yugin-
dro on Sep. 18, and sub-
sequent search at boy’s 
hostels forced to create the 
new crisis.  

University working wom-
en, girl students demon-
strate
Demanding unconditional 
release of the arrested stu-
dents and teachers and re-
moval of the security forces, 
the Manipur University 
working women staged sit 
in demonstration inside 
the campus on Monday.  

However, police dispersed 
them. 

The girls’ students of 
the university also staged 
similar demonstration in 
front of their hostels.

 “Due to the frequent 
disturbances, we couldn’t 
continue our academic 
activities. Otherwise we 
could have completed our 
MA course four months 
back,” said a political sci-
ence student. 

S h a r i n g  a  s i m i l a r 
sentiment, a girl student 
claimed that students of 
the university students will 
not to appear in the ongo-
ing examination unless 
the arrested students and 
teachers are released with-
out any condition.

Senior most Prof. W 
Vishwanath of the univer-
sity, leaders of the com-
mittee of political parties, 
a platform of the 10 oppo-
sition parties in Manipur, 
Ethno Heritage Council, a 
civil society organisation 
have demanded immedi-
ate release of arrested stu-
dents and teachers besides 
revoking suspension order 
against teachers consider-
ing their academic careers, 
saying detention cannot 
bring any solution.
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Govt. extends deadline for filing ITR till Oct. 15 

Gold recovers on mild demand, silver gains

Opposition takes on PDA; lists concerns 

New Delhi, Sep. 24 (PTI): 
The government Monday 
extended by a fortnight till 
October 15 the deadline for 
filing Income Tax Return 
(ITR) and audit report for 
financial year 2017-18. 

The Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT) had 
received representations 
from stakeholders seeking 
extension of the last date 
for filing of returns by tax-
payers whose accounts 
have to be audited.

The CBDT extends the 
due date’ for filing of ITRs 
as well as reports of Audit 
(which were required to be 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): The issue 
of the lease agreement pertaining 
Nagaland commercial complex at 
Kolkata continues to be a topic of 
debate even after the chief min-
ister’s office and the office of the 
leader of opposition have had 
their say on the matter. 

The Naga People’s Front on 
Monday while admitting that the 
extension deeds of lease (in 1997 
and 2007) on said complex were 
mistakes committed by the Na-
galand government in the past, it 
did not hesitate to pounce on the 
ruling People’s Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) for letting two entire 
months go by after the Kolkata 
High Court passed an interim or-
der on 14th May 2018 in favour of 
the lessee Civil Engineer Enter-
prise Pvt. Ltd (CEEPL).

NPF spokesperson 
Achumbemo Kikon, addressing 
a press conference on Monday at 
the NPF central office in Kohima, 
criticised the government for fil-
ing counter affidavit on 16th July 
2018, after a lapse of two months. 
“The PDA should have imme-
diately challenged the interim 
order. Kolkata High Court is not 
the only high court, we still have 
the Supreme Court,” he said. 
However, he expressed dismay 
that instead of challenging the 
KHC order, the PDA government 
“appears to have instructed the 
Home Commissioner” to accept 
the previous terms of agreement 
of a cheap rental rate of INR 7 
lacs when the state could be earn-
ing more than INR 2 cr monthly 

and INR 24 cr annually as per the 
present market rate. He said the 
best opportunity for Nagaland 
came in 2017 when the lease of 
the CEEPL got expired. The then 
chief minister TR Zeliang had in-
structed the Home commissioner 
and Chief Secretary not to renew 
their (CEEPL) lease unless the rate 
was negotiated as per the market 
rate, he said, but during the proc-
ess, the state assembly election 
was announced.

 “NPF demands that a proper 
forum in the form of a joint par-
liamentary committee should be 
constituted immediately as pro-
posed by chief minister Neiphiu 
Rio in the assembly to tackle the 
issue, or else we will be incurring 
a huge loss,” Kikon said
Expedite the case of cop murder

The NPF demanded that the 
PDA government should ensure 
that the case of the murder of po-
lice officer Neiphretuo Metsie-o 
was expedited and ‘befitting pun-
ishment’ as per the law of the land 
was given to the culprits.

 “When even police officers 
are not safe, what about the com-
mon citizens? Where are we head-
ing under this (PDA) government? 
The longer this government con-
tinue the more it poses a threat to 
the citizens,” party spokesperson 
Achumbemo Kikon stated. In this 
regard, the NPF party was of the 
view that the government of the 
day own responsibility and “step 
down and pave way for an alter-
native arrangement”.

“If the lives of the police are 
not secure, it is unfortunate that 

the citizens are under severe 
threat under this government,” 
Kikon said.
Pork from punjab

On the government’s proposal 
to import live pigs worth INR 200 
crore annually from Punjab by the 
Department of Underdeveloped 
Areas (DUDA), Kikon questioned 
the source of finance such a huge 
price, as well as the subsequent 
clarifications between the depart-
ments of DUDA and Veterinary & 
Animal Husbandry.  This indicat-
ed that there is no coordination in 
this government, he said.

While acknowledging that Na-
gas do consume a large amount 
of meat, he said the NPF was 
of the view that local entrepre-
neurs should be encouraged (to 
rear animals), and supported by 
the government. “Even from the 
health point of view, it will be haz-
ardous to import any kind of meat 
from unknown distance. If we are 
not learning lessons from such 
things when are we going to learn 
a lesson. It involves our health 
and also the economy of the citi-
zens,” Kikon stated, adding, but 
if the government was serious to 
undertake such a mission, the re-
sponsibility should have been ac-
corded to the Veterinary & Animal 
Husbandry department.  
Expedite construction of 4-lane 
highway

Taking a new swing at the pace 
of the ongoing construction work 
on the four-lane national highway 
between Kohima and Dimapur, 
the NPF spokesperson said the 
project was approved during the 

then Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee’s time in the early 2000, 
and at a time when Rio was at the 
helms of affairs. Kikon pointed 
that Rio, however, did not pursue 
the project and it materialised 
only after much efforts during the 
government of TR Zeliang.

 “Today with this PDA gov-
ernment we are witnessing that 
instead of expediting the con-
struction of the work, it has been 
derailed. On the one hand, there 
is threat to the labourers. Also, 
there is a group of those sublet 
contractors complaining that 
there is no fund and therefore 
the works are being delayed,” 
Kikon said. Despite many talks 
on development, particularly on 
road development, there has not 
been much progress to see, he 
added.

 “Instead of only talking, this is 
one project that has to be properly 
implemented. The work has to be 
expedited and at the earliest it has 
to be completed. If they are seri-
ous on road development, this is 
one project that needs attention. 
The citizens of Nagaland deserve 
better roads,” he stated.

Meanwhile, the NPF spokes-
person expressed that the NPF 
mourns the untimely demise of 
also Imtikumzuk Longkumer, 
MLA and Advisor for Sericulture 
and Excise who passed away on 
Sep. 22. “He (late Imtikumzuk) 
was a former member of the NPF 
party. We have fond memories of 
him,” he said, while conveying 
condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily.

NSF wants mess...
The student body also raised the issue of deteriorating infrastructure of 

most of the government schools. It highlighted that most of the classrooms and 
staff rooms in the government schools were in dilapidated conditions, and the 
schools, since their inception, have not received any funds for repair and reno-
vation. Some of the schools were built in 1940s and were still running under the 
same structure, Ltu maintained. 

The organisation also expressed concern that it was found through records 
from the government schools that no official inspection were being undertaken 
by the department, respective district education officers (DEO) and sub-divi-
sional education officers (SDEO).

“This negligence of duty from the government officials is one of the factors 
mainly responsible for the untold hardships being faced by the schools and stu-
dents and for low performance of students in their academics,” the NSF stated 
in its representation. Stating that there was a gap between the schools and the 
department, NSF leaders were of the view that instead of just reviewing the per-
formance of government schools in HSLC, department and government need to 
review and assess the schools and students by carrying out physical visitation 
and verification.

The federation also pointed out that the government has initiated to merge 
few schools together under one administration in the form of ‘composite school.’ 
However, with the lack of  infrastructure in almost all the government schools, 
it felt this exercise will not serve its purpose as intended without upgradation of 
the present infrastructures. 

Meanwhile, reminding that the Copta (Prohibition of Advertisement and 
Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) being 
enacted and enforced, the NSF maintained it was imperative to put it in order. 
It informed that many shops within the given perimeters were detected selling 
banned tobacco products and demanded that the respective district adminis-
tration should strictly monitor the strict enforcement of the act.

The student body asked the advisor for School Education to initiate action, 
and inform about it within 30 days. The NSF leader asserted that the affected 
party being the students, they would have to step out and show their resentment 
in a democratic way.

From page 1

I, Khekiye Yepthomi (new name) 
have changed my name from 
Khekhiye Yepthome, Khekiye 
Sema & Khekhiye Yepthomi 
(old name). that from the date of 
this declaration my name shall 
be used by the name as Khekiye 
Yepthomi for all official purpose 
and legal proceeding an at all 
time and occasions.
Deponent

REGD.NO: 221 DATE: 20.09.18

D-6021

DECLARATION OF 
ACTUAL NAME

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21th Sept 18
NOTICE

NO.M-430/18/5408-09 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti N. Elisao Lotha 
-Vrs- Shri. George. D. Golmei resident of UNB-‘B’ Burma Camp Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this court in 
writing on or before 25.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Elisao Lotha
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 499
Dag No: 639, Area: 00B-00K-18 ½ Ls
Patta No: 306, Dag No: 437,
Area: 00B-00K-19Ls, Patta No: 111, 
Dag No: 207, Area: 00B-01K-06Ls
North: Merithung, South: Nallah
East: V. Chakhesang, West: Footpath Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-6023

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 24th Sept 18
NOTICE

NO.M-165/18/1618-19  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Tekaneken Ao -Vrs- Smti - Tsuktitula D/o, Tekaneken Ao resident of 
Duncan Bosti Town/Village in the District of  Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 24.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tekaneken Ao
Village/Block No: 4, Patta No: 251
Dag No: 459, Area: 00-03-11
North: Nallah, South: Watinungsang
East: Approach Road & Renula, 
West: James Kinghen & Yangernukshi

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-6024

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 24th 09, Sept 18
NOTICE

NO.M-264/18/2745-46 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Shourhumo Muzhui -Vrs- Akumtemjen resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 24.10.2018. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shourhumo Muzhui
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 719
Dag No: 798, Area: 00B-02K-05Ls
North: K. L. Murry, South: T. Ngullie, 
East: Shourhumo Muzhui, West: Nallah

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-6025

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE ADDL.DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MEDZIPHEMA DIST

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND
NO.JUDL/SUC-2/2016-18/191    Dated Medz the 17th Sept 2018

NOTICE
Whereas Smti. Kevitsino Seyie D/O Late Neisakieno 
Seyie of Medziphema village has applied for issue 
of succession certificate under the Indian succession 
Act.1925 to draw/operate her bank account, GPF/GIS, 
Family benefits etc. of Late Neisakieno Seyie who was 
expired on 17th July 2017.
Therefore, public are hereby asked to file objection/claim 
if any within 30 days of issue of this notice.

Addl. Deputy Commissioner
Medziphema Dist.Dimapur

NagalandD-6022

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                Dated Kohima, the 21st Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Shri. KEZHAVITO VIZO S/o LT. KENIWELIE, Primary Teacher, 
Dte. School Edn. Nagaland, Kma resident Daklane, Kohima has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X 
to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late father- Gratuity & all other 
Pension benefits. Who expired on 25.11.2015.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2836

Office of the
NAGALAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES ASSOCIATION

KOHIMA: NAGALAND
Date: 24.09.2018

REJOINDER
Nagaland Fire & Emergency Services Association (NFESA) would like to clarify with 
following facts and figures against the Press release of Nagaland Police Service Association 
(NPSA) in local dailies recently regarding upgradation of DIG(Fire & ES) :

1. Nagaland Fire & Emergency Service is a separate Directorate since 1990 under Home 
Department, Govt of Nagaland vide Govt of Nagaland Notification NO.AR-12/1/87 
Dated Kohima, the 6th April 1990.

2. As per Govt of Nagaland Notification No POL-3/FS/8/2003 dated Kohima, the 26th 
June 2004, Deputy Inspector General (Fire & Emergency Services) shall be the head 
of the Department.

3. Suddenly in 2011 NFESA learnt that there was a proposal for creation of ex-
cadre post of IGP(fire) for NPS officer. Therefore, NFESA had submitted 3(three) 
representations against this proposal in 2011 before creation of the said ex-cadre post.

4. On 2nd November 2011  4 (four) ex-cadre posts (2 post of Inspector general of Police 
– 1 post for Fire & emergency services and 1 post for village guard, 2 post of Deputy 
Inspector General of police) were created for NPS cadre officer with the conditions 
that the tenure of the 4 (four)  ex-cadre post concerned shall be a period of 1 (one) 
year only, during which the Police Department have to  encadred the said ex-cadre 
post into regular Nagaland police service cadre. Also, the minimum qualifying years 
for promotion from the grade of Deputy Inspector General of Police to Inspector 
General of Police for the Nagaland Police Services cadre officers shall be 4 (four) 
years.

5. The said ex-cadre posts had to be encadred on or before 2nd November 2012 but they 
failed to encadred these ex-cadre posts within 2nd November 2012 and therefore these 
post are no more in existence nor valid. 

6. Since Fire & Emergency Services being technical profession the Govt of Nagaland 
had made it mandatory to undergo training course(s) for promotion against each rank 
under the establishment of Directorate of Fire & Emergency Services vide letter No 
POL-3/FS/5/2014 dated 27th May 2014.

7. Nagaland Fire & Emergency Services rules 2018 was approved and notified in 
Nagaland Gazette. As per this service rules Mandatory training is a must for every 
rank and promotion. Till date none of the NPS cadre officer have the requisite 
qualifications for holding such post.

8. The incumbent DIG (Fire & ES) has the requisite qualification for holding such post 
as per Nagaland Fire & Emergency Service Rules 2018.

9. The incumbent DIG (Fire & ES) was promoted to DIG (Fire & ES) on 8th May 2013 
and NOT in 2010 as given in press release by Nagaland police service association.

10. Till 2010 the Department of Fire & Emergency Services had only 8(eight) fire 
stations. The incumbent DIG (Fire & Emergency Services) joined this Department in 
2011 and under his dynamic leadership the concern Department had created 8 (eight) 
more fire stations within 8(eight) years which is commendable.

The NPSA being a matured and elite state service is expected to give an authentic press 
release in future.
(CHUMBEMO PATTON)                                              (MEYIEHOSUL NEIKHA)
      General Secretary,                                          President,
              NFESA.                                            NFESA.KG
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AFFIDAVIT
Regd. No.728/18   Dated: 06.09.2018 
I, Smti. AKALI AWOMI, D/o. YEZHETO SEMA, R/o. 2   Mile, Darogapathar 
H/No: B-41 District of Dimapur: Nagaland, do hereby affirm and declare as follows: 

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and residing in the above mention address. 
2. That my actual name is AKALI AWOMI. 
3. That my name has been recorded/ entered as AKALI AWOMI in all my 

official documents. 4. That my name is erroneously entered as AKALI 
KHETOI AWOMI in my Indian PASSPORT. 

5. That the name AKALI AWOMI and AKALI KHETOI AWOMI are one 
and the same person. 

6. That this affidavit is made for the purpose of declaring that my real name is 
AKALI AWOMI and henceforth I shall use the name AKALI AWOMI in 
all my official Correspondences. 

VERIFICATION  
I, hereby verify that the content made in paras 1 to 6 are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and beliefs and nothing materials is concealed therein. 
Identified by: 
(Advocate)                         DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me. 

NOTARY PUBLIC
Dimapur: Nagaland 
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Petrol crosses INR 90-mark in Mumbai, 
rates at all-time high across country
New Delhi, Sep. 24 (PTI): Petrol Monday 
crossed the INR 90-mark in Mumbai 
as a dip in the value of rupee and rise 
in international oil prices pushed rates 
across the country to new all-time high.

Petrol prices were hiked by 11 paise 
per litre and diesel by 5 paise, according 
to price notification of state-owned oil 
firms.

The hike pushed petrol price in Del-
hi to INR 82.72 per litre and diesel to INR 
74.02.

In Mumbai, petrol crossed INR 
90-mark for the first time ever. The 
fuel now costs INR 90.08 at Indian Oil 
Corp (IOC) outlets in the city while it is 
priced at INR 90.17 at Hindustan Petro-
leum Corp Ltd (HPCL) outlets and INR 
90.14 at Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd 
(BPCL) stations.

India is the third largest importer 
of crude oil and rising international oil 
prices are inflating domestic transport 
fuel costs in a strong demand environ-

ment. Brent, the benchmark for more 
than half the world’s oil, climbed to USD 
80 per barrel from USD 71 in the last five 
weeks, and the Indian rupee lost ground 
against the dollar by 5-6 per cent during 
the same period, resulting in expensive 
crude imports.

Delhi has the cheapest fuel rates 
among all metros and most state capi-
tals because of lower taxes. Mumbai has 
the highest sales tax or VAT.

According to oil companies, refinery 
gate price of petrol, without consider-
ing any central or state tax and dealer’s 
commission, is INR 42.04 per litre. The 
same for diesel is INR 45.34.

Retail rates are arrived at after add-
ing excise duty, which is charged by 
the Central government, commission 
paid to petrol pumps dealers and VAT, 
charged by the state governments.

Dealer’s commission on petrol cur-
rently is INR 3.66 per litre and that on 
diesel is INR 2.52.

filed by the said specified 
date) from September 30, 
2018 to October 15, 2018 in 
respect of the said catego-
ries of taxpayers, the CBDT 
said in a statement. 

However, there shall 
be no extension of the due 
date for the purpose of sec-
tion 234A (Explanation 1) 
of the I-T Act, 1961 pertain-
ing to interest for defaults 
in furnishing return, and 
the assessee shall remain 

liable for payment of in-
terest as per provisions of 
section 234A of the Act, it 
added. 

As per data released 
by CBDT earlier, ITR filing 
by salaried taxpayers and 
those opting for presump-
tive income scheme surged 
71 per cent to 5.42 crore till 
August 31. These categories 
of taxpayers had to furnish 
their ITRs for financial year 
2017-18 by last month.

Mumbai, Sep. 24 (PTI): Gold prices recov-
ered marginally by INR 15 to close at INR 
30,705 per 10 gram at the bullion market 
here Monday due to mild demand from 
stockist and retailers.  Elsewhere, silver 
prices surged for the second straight ses-
sion, advanced by INR 160 to INR 37,195 
per kg due to sustained offtake by indus-

trial units.  Standard gold (99.5 per cent 
purity) edged-up by INR 15 to settle at 
INR 30,705 per 10 gram as against Friday’s 
closing level of INR 30,690.

Pure gold (99.9 per cent purity) also 
moved up by the same margin to end 
at INR 30,855 per 10 gram against INR 
30,840 earlier.

Ayushman Bharat launched across Nagaland
Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of the 
country, the Ayushman 
Bharat (National Health 
Protection Mission) or 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aro-
gya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) 
was launched across the 
state on September 23. 
A press release from the 
Department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
informed.

Regarded as the world’s 
largest  s tate- funded 
health insurance scheme, 
the programme aims to 
provide free secondary 
and tertiary healthcare to 
50 cr. people across the 
country   

The state’s Directorate 
of Information and Pub-
licity (DIPR) extensively 
covered the launching 
programme in all over 
the state which was made 
available to the media 
houses on Monday. 

Longleng
The deputy commis-

sioner (DC) of Longleng, 
John Tsulise Sangtam 
launched the scheme at 
the DC’s video conferenc-
ing hall. Sangtam request-
ed everyone to provide 
correct information and 
details while registering 
for the AB-PMJAY scheme 
in order to avoid dissent in 
the future and to help the 
targeted groups benefits 
from the scheme. DC also 
distributed the golden 
records (e-cards) to the 
beneficiaries.

Chief Medical Offic-
er (CMO), Dr. Kongyan 
Phom said that the pro-
gramme is cashless and 
paperless and can be 
availed from any of the 
empanelled public or pri-
vate hospitals across the 
country. 

Peren
DC of Peren, S Tainiu, 

launched the mission at 
District Hospital Peren. 
The DC appealed public 
leaders, NGOs, students, 

and youth to cooperate 
for the successful imple-
mentation of the pro-
gramme. 

D e p u t y  C M O  D r. 
Supongmenla said that 
family unit under the 
scheme will comprise 
all members in the fam-
ily. It is a health packages 
comprising of treatment 
for almost all secondary 
and tertiary ailments, she 
added.  

Kiphire
Advisor to Fisheries, 

Economics, Evaluation 
and Statistics, L Khumo 
Khiamniungan, launched 
the programme at New 
Hospital Complex. Also, 
DC Mohammed Ali Shi-
hab,  mentioned that 
Kiphire district is fortu-
nate to have such a pro-
gramme. Further,  he 
informed that there is a 
shortage of doctors and 
lack of proper infrastruc-
ture in the hospital and 
requested the advisor to 

look into the matter. 
Zunheboto/ Suruhuto:  

D C  Sh a n a v a s ,  w h i l e 
launching the programme 
at the District Hospital 
Zunheboto,  said that the 

quality health care should 
be provided to everyone. 
He encouraged citizens 
to work together and give 
support to the depart-
ment concerned. 
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EastErn Mirror

Vanity Fair in the 
Marble Corridors  

The state’s opposition NPF party stunned the 
people when its working president proudly 
complimented the party’s legislators for dress-

ing sharp in the recently concluded assembly session. 
He was commending the legislators for being a ‘very 
strong opposition party’ in the assembly and perhaps 
vanity led him to also remark on the dressing of his 
party’s legislators.

If only good dress sense was the benchmark for 
our lawmakers’ potential it would mean good days are 
ahead of us. To be sure though, everyone knows it is 
not and the conduct of many lawmakers, from both 
the benches in the assembly is quite questionable. 
Such statements are unbecoming of one of the oldest 
parties Nagaland has given birth to.

The opposition with 26 MLAs is the strongest in 
number in the history of the state. The onus then is on 
it to act so. It did a commendable job in the recently 
concluded session; it posed many questions to the 
Treasury bench during the question hour. There were 
instances where some of the ministers in charge of 
various departments were rattled. The state actually 
needs such an opposition. 

Yet, vanity is sometimes difficult to hide and it took 
a party’s top functionary to display it. It has now be-
comes uncertain if the opposition party—the organi-
sation and its legislature wings— are truly working 
for good governance, and for the good of the state. To 
refresh everyone’s memory it was the NPF-led DAN 
government that governed the state till March 2018. 
The previous tenure was notorious for having had the 
shortest of sessions compared to those of assemblies 
in other states in the country. A record of sort was cre-
ated in July 2016 when the assembly lasted for only 15 
minutes.  The news about the short session made it 
to the headlines of newspapers across the country.  So 
what conclusions shall the public be making from the 
sudden high number of questions raised by the op-
position? Is it just another antic to making it to power 
one day or to really help good governance? Some of 
the questions were as though they were asking for the 
party’s own progress report if not for a constituent 
from the previous alliance.  

DAILY
PATH

T
he article ‘No child left 
behind’ by Vinita Bali, 
in the Hindu (August 
18, 2018), identifies 
three “urgent priori-

ties” to address poor nutrition in 
India. The “solutions”, primarily 
placing the private sector as some 
kind of panacea, are all potential 
minefields that could take India’s 
hungry citizens further away from 
sustainable food security.

Unsurprisingly for someone 
who has been the managing di-
rector of Britannia industries, 
which has itself championed 
solutions like “fortified biscuits” to 
India’s nutrition crisis, Bali’s piece 
argues for widespread and “man-
datory fortification.”

This flies in the face of more 
sustainable interventions pro-
moted by the Right to Food cam-
paign in India but not seen as 
viable or lucrative by the big food 
companies.
Private sector meddling in nutri-
tion
In Bali’s piece, the first priority is 
to “adequately re-engineer” the 
Integrated Child Development 
Scheme (ICDS), the Midday Meal 
Scheme (MDM) and the Public 
Distribution System (PDS), by 
creating a “disaggregated sup-
ply model” that “engages local 
communities”. She says this is an 
“ideal initiative for public private 
partnership” involving the ‘best 
nutritionists’ and ‘anchored’ by 
relevant private sector.

She fails to mention that most 

private sector interventions in nu-
trition in India, riding on the back 
of vested interests, have been a 
disaster. Here are some examples:

In 2012, a report by the Su-
preme Court Commissioner’s of-
fice recommended an independ-
ent investigation into the possible 
nexus “between politicians, bu-
reaucrats and private contractors 
in the provisioning of rations to 
ICDS, leading to large scale cor-
ruption and leakages”.

Another well known PPP, Ak-
shayaPatra, was examined by 
a Standing Committee for the 
welfare of SC and ST in 2013. It did 
a thorough examination of allega-
tions against AkshayaPatra for col-
lecting ‘unauthorised and illegal 
donations from public, in India 
and abroad, for the government 
sponsored midday meal scheme 
for school children”. A perform-
ance audit  of the MDM from 
2009-10 to 2013-14 by the MHRD 
revealed that meals prepared by 
AkshayaPatra failed to meet pre-
scribed standards.

In Karnataka, in April 2012, 
the agreement of Women and 
Child Department with Christy 
Friedgram Industries (CFI) was 
investigated by the Karnataka 
Lokayukta police, and later can-
celled for ‘serious lapses’ in the 
supply of supplementary foods.
Fortification is not the solution to 
India’s hunger crisis
Bali’s second priority is to “man-
date and scale staple food fortifi-
cation” to address “hidden hun-

ger” or “micro-nutrient deficiencies”.
Fortification is necessarily a 

centralised process and places large 
food industries like Britannia – of 
which Bali was earlier the manag-
ing director – in vantage positions 
and thereby contradicting her first 
priority of “creating disaggregated 
supply models” that “engage local 
communities”.

By describing  concerns about 
mandatory fortification as “emo-
tional”, she downplays the fact that 
the “staple foods” such as cereals 
and millets are not balanced diets 
and were never meant to meet all 
the nutritional needs of people. For a 
large number of families in India that 
currently subsist only on cereals and 
millets, the solution for improving 
quality is not fortification with one 
or two vitamins and min

Surely Britannia or Global Alli-
ance for Improved Nutrition GAIN 
who work together on nutrition, are 
well aware of the benefits of adding 
a carrot or green leafy vegetables, or 
an egg, milk or meat to children’s diet 
to enhance nutritional quality? Yet 
they unendingly project fortification 
as the one-stop solution to India’s 
nutrition problems.

Bali’s statement that there is 
“persuasive evidence” from “several 
countries” for the efficacy and cost 
effectiveness of large scale staple 
food fortification to address hidden 
hunger or micronutrient deficien-
cies is misleading.  The ‘Infant and 
Young Child’ feeding module pro-
duced by the Ministry of Health and 
Family welfare and supported by 
the UNICEF  states that “as the child 
grows, it needs a greater amount 
and variety of food. A variety helps 
to provide the energy and nutrients 

the child needs”. Dietary diversity 
is a proxy for adequate micronu-
trient-density of foods and is a 
sustainable, long-term and cost 
effective solution to vitamins and 
minerals deficiencies.

The big-foods lobby keeps 
projecting ideas like fortification 
and “fortified biscuits” as one of 
the solutions to hunger – Vinita 
Bali, as former managing director 
of Britannia industries does the 
same. Britannia, in partnership 
with GAIN has been involved in 
distributing iron fortified biscuits 
to school-going children. None 
of this is the solution to chronic 
hunger.
Marketising nutrition
Attempts are being made to make 
food and  nutrition as complex as 
possible so that market friendly 
‘experts’ may create spaces for 
themselves in planning and de-
livery. Not to forget that nutrition 
in India is, right now, also com-
mercially very lucrative.

Bali mentions that the re-
cently announced flagship 
programme of the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development, 
will be anchored through the 
National Nutrition Mission with 
its own specific budget of Rs 9,046 
crore and a proposed World Bank 
loan of $200 million. She also says 
that the NITI Aayog has worked 
on a National Nutrition Strategy 
(NNS).

Ironically, the working group 
of the NitiAayog which has for-
mulated the National Nutrition 
Mission, is populated with food 
company lobbyists and members 
on the boards of multinational 
food companies.

Nutrition as a right
Based on national data over sev-
eral National Family Health Sur-
veys and National Nutrition Mon-
itoring Bureau reports, activists of 
the Right to food Campaign, con-
sisting of  activists, paediatricians 
and nutritionists, have petitioned 
the Supreme court for years, to 
universalise the supplementation 
programmes for children, finally 
leading to the enactment of the  
crucial National Food Security Act 
(2013). Strengthening the compo-
nents of the Act such as maternity 
entitlements, pensions and other 
food schemes assures sustain-
ability in the long run.

The Act makes state govern-
ments accountable to citizens, 
unlike corporates which are 
accountable only to their share-
holders, with the added danger 
of corporates abdicating their 
PPP experiments during a reces-
sion.

Big food companies hardly 
spare time or resources to “mar-
ket” the need for dietary diversity. 
They do spend a lot of resources 
on marketing “fortified biscuits.”

Policy makers and commu-
nities who are interested in long-
term solutions to nutritional 
problems of the country have 
to take the private sector-led 
‘solutions’, such as those offered 
by Bali, with a pinch of ‘fortified’ 
salt.

Dr. Sylvia Karpagam is 
a public health doctor and 

researcher.
Dr.VeenaShatrughna is a 

clinical nutritionist and retired 
deputy director of National Insti-

tute of Nutrition, Hyderabad.

K
iranBauri, a teenaged Class 12 
student of Dhurohi village in 
West Bengal’s Purulia district, has 
been for years using her limited 
pocket money to educate local 

women about the health benefits of using 
sanitary napkins.
“Once I attended a meeting and learnt about 
the benefits of sanitary napkins during the 
menstrual cycle. I tried to make others un-
derstand that using a mere cloth can cause 
diseases. Even if they agreed, th

Bauri has spent between Rs 100 and Rs 
200 a month since she was in Class 9 to buy 
napkins from the machine installed in her 
school -- and giving it to village girls for free. 
Her father, a retired government support 
staff in Jhalda block, never opposed her.

“For them, I buy three pads for Rs 10 
from my school. Now, some of those who 
have formed this habit pay me. Currently, 
I spend Rs 50 for the ones who are still not 
ready to pay,” the do-gooder of HutmuraHa-
rimati Girls’ High School said.

District Magistrate Alokesh Prasad Roy, 
who came to Purulia in 2017, said: “We 
found out that only 15 percent of women 
used sanitary napkins in Purulia. Shockingly, 
they used old cloth and cow dung that can 
cause serious health problems. Then we 

a nominal rate and also spread awareness.
However, Bauri has been doing this all 

by herself for a long time without thinking 
about any monetary loss or gain.

Vending machines were installed as a 
part of CSR projects of some companies in 
some blocks of the district. Seeing a good re-
sponse, the district administration installed 
these vending machines in the primary 
health centres of all the blocks but faced dif-
ficulty in maintaining the supply chain.

“Under Udaan, every sub-division will 
have a machine that will disperse almost 
3,000 napkins per day. There are around 
30,000 Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in Purulia. 
Some women of these groups have been 
trained and the production is going on,” 
Roy said.

Thinking about the profits of these self-
help workers, the pads will not be distrib-
uted for free.

“Free distribution did not create much 
impact. As of now, the nominally priced nap-
kins will be distributed in various schools for 
them to purchase. Once we make profit we 
will see if anything can be done for the ones 
who cannot really afford to spend,” Roy told 
IANS.

(Binita Das was in Purulia on a media 
visit organised by the Purulia District Ad-

ministration and Unicef, West Bengal. She 
can be contacted at binita.d@ians.in)

W
hen world gold 
prices go up, few-
er girl babies in 
India survive the 
first month of life, 

according to our new research. My 
colleagues and I suggest that this 
is linked to gold often being part of 
bridal dowries in India – so when 
gold prices go up, the cost of rais-
ing girls rises and families tend to 
neglect or abort them.

Dowry, a transfer at marriage 
from parents to daughters, is 
an ancient tradition thought to 
date back to at least 200BC, and 
was widely prevalent in medieval 
Western Europe. While it has virtu-
ally disappeared in most of the rest 
of the world, it persists in contem-
porary India – despite prohibition 
since 1961 – and has become 
increasingly common in Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

While dowry payments origi-
nally acted as a bequest to daugh-
ters that afforded them financial 
protection after their marriage, 
dowries are now often appropri-
ated by the groom or his parents 
rather than retained by the bride.

Dowries impose a consider-
able tax on girls’ families, with 
estimates indicating that in South 
Asia it is six times the average 
annual household income. As 

a result, even though dowry is 
banned and can result in pros-
ecution, families in India often 
start saving for dowry as soon as 
a girl is born. Previous research 
has also suggested that dowry 
costs contribute to a preference 
among Indian parents for sons 
rather than daughters, but there 
is no previous causal quantitative 
evidence of this.

While there is no consistent 
time series data on dowry transac-
tions across India, my colleagues 
and I analysed variation in the 
financial burden of dowries over 
more than three decades, based 
on fluctuation in gold prices on 
the world market. Gold, typically 
in the form of jewellery, is an in-
tegral part of dowry in India and 
since India imports more than 
90% of its gold, fluctuations in the 
international price translate into 
fluctuations in the cost of dowry.
Girl babies neglected
We merged monthly data on inter-
national gold prices between 1972 
and 2005 with monthly birth co-
hort data, and analysed whether 
gold price changes influenced the 
sex ratio at birth and the survival 
of a newborn girl up to the age 
of one month. Using this large 
data set with more than 100,000 
births, we found that in months 

where the gold price went up, the 
chances of a girl surviving through 
the neonatal period were signifi-
cantly lower than for boys. In fact, 
gold price inflation was correlated 
with an improved survival chance 
for boys.

Between 1972 and 1985, our 
analysis showed a 6.3% increase in 
the monthly price of gold was ac-
companied by an increase in girl 
neonatal mortality of 6.4%. Dur-
ing the same period, there was no 
significant corresponding change 
in male neonatal mortality.

We also found that those 
women who were born in months 
when the gold price was increas-
ing were shorter in adulthood. 
This is consistent with previous 
research which has established 
that nutritional deprivation in 
early life leads to lower stature in 
adulthood, and that some parents 
in India deprive girls of nutritional 
inputs. In this case, it could be 
that lower levels of breastfeeding 
led to girls born in months of gold 
inflation being shorter as adults. 
We found that those girls that sur-
vived carried a marker of relative 
neglect into adulthood, compared 
to boys born in months of gold 
price inflation.

We separated out the results 
for children born between 1986 
and 2005, as ultrasound tech-
nology became widely available 

across India after the mid 1980s. 
My previous research showed 
that in this period parents shifted 
away from neglecting girls after 
birth to aborting unwanted girls 
before birth. For potential births 
after 1986, we found that a 2.6% 
increase in the price of gold dur-
ing pregnancy was accompanied 
by a statistically significant 0.3 
percentage point decline in the 
probability that a girl rather than a 
boy would be born.

Focus on gold
By one means or the other, parents 
seem to be reacting to gold price 
increases by trying to reduce the 
chance of having a surviving girl 
child. Clearly, to respond in this 
way parents need to be aware of 
changes in gold prices. Given the 
importance of gold in India, gold 
prices regularly feature in the me-
dia but people also talk frequently 
about gold prices and dowry costs. 
If Indians were not aware of the 
gold price fluctuations, it would 
be hard to find an alternative ex-
planation of our findings.

We conducted various tests 
of our results, to determine how 
strongly we can link these back to 
dowry costs. For example, it could 
be that gold price increases are a 
proxy for a decline in real income 
because those who want to buy 
gold have less money to spend on 
other things and this may have 

an impact on girl survival rates. 
However, after investigating these 
possibilities statistically, we con-
cluded that the evidence points 
to dowry costs as the driver of our 
findings.

One may imagine that parents 
react to increases in gold prices 
by reducing the amount of gold 
given in dowry while maintaining 
its value. But, using a rural survey 
containing information on dowry, 
we found that its value tends to 
rise more or less proportionately 
with gold prices, suggesting that 
social norms may make it hard to 
adjust quantities downwards.

Recent government figures 
from India’s Census Office suggest 
that only 900 girls were born for 
every 1,000 boys between 2013 
and 2015, indicating a continuing 
trend in the abortion of girl foetus-
es. This is despite persistent high 
economic growth and declining 
poverty in India over the past three 
decades.

Policies to strengthen the 
monitoring of dowry prohibition 
in India are unlikely to work be-
cause social norms lead families to 
support tradition and to co-oper-
ate in violating the ban. But there 
is room for hope: the equalisation 
of property rights for women and 
rising levels of education for both 
men and women may slowly but 
spontaneously loosen the dowry 
tradition.

started various campaigns on menstrual 
hygiene involving school children.”

Roy has named his dream project ‘Udaan’ 
-- sanitary napkin making for menstrual hy-
giene management, supported by Unicef. 

It will be formally launched on October 2 
which will enable Kanyashree (a flagship 
scheme of West Bengal’s Mamata Banerjee 
government aimed at improving the life and 
status of girls) beneficiaries to buy napkins at 

When Gold Prices Go up, so Does the Coast of a Dowry – and Baby Girl Survival Rates in India Fall

Private Sector Ideas on Nutrition Should 
Be Taken with a Pinch of ‘Fortified’ Salt

Menstrual Hygiene Campaign Changes Lives in Rural Bengal 

Big food lobbies prescribe fortification as panacea to India’s nutrition crisis but chronic nutrition 
needs wholesome, sustainable dietary diversity.

Binita Das | IANS

Sonia Bhalotra | The Conversation

May our lives display the beauty of God.

Just before her death, artist and missionary Lilias Trotter 
looked out a window and saw a vision of a heavenly char-
iot. According to her biographer, a friend asked, “Are you 

seeing many beautiful things?” She answered, “Yes, many, 
many beautiful things.”

Trotter’s final words reflect God’s work in her life. Not only 
in death, but throughout her life, He revealed much beauty to 
her and through her. Although a talented artist, she chose to 
serve Jesus as a missionary in Algeria. John Ruskin, a famous 
painter who tutored her, is said to have commented, “What a 
waste,” when she chose the mission field over a career in art.

Similarly, in the New Testament, when a woman came 
to Simon the Leper’s house with an alabaster jar and poured 
perfume on Jesus’s head, those present saw it as a waste. 
This expensive perfume was worth a year’s common wages, 
so some of the people present thought it could have been used 
to help the poor. However, commending this woman’s deep 
devotion to Him, Jesus said, “She has done a beautiful thing 
to me” (Mark 14:6).

Every day we can choose to let Christ’s life shine in our 
lives and display His beauty to the world. To some, it may 
seem a waste, but let us have willing hearts to serve Him. May 
Jesus say we have done many beautiful things for Him.

Dear Father, help me express my love to You in beauti-
ful ways.

BIBLE READ:   MARK 14:1–9
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

She has done a beautiful thing to me.
 Mark 14:6

Many Beautiful Things

Sylvia Karpagam and Veena Shatrugna 
 The Wire
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  Have you made plans to 
have a romantic interest come to your home, Aries? 
If so, don’t rush to get ready. Your friend is probably 
going to be late. Events beyond anyone’s control 

have interfered, and you might have to wait. Don’t make your-
self crazy over it. Don’t imagine all kinds of horrible scenarios. 
Your friend will show up even if later than planned. Have fun!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20):  A visitor to your house 
may have some juicy gossip for you, Taurus. Perhaps 
someone is getting married. You aren’t the type to put 
too much stock in gossip, but your guest could be so 
convincing that you believe everything. Be skeptical! 

What you’re hearing may not be outright lies, but it could be exag-
gerated. Wait until you see the people in question before accepting 
it as truth.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21):  A last-minute gift that 
you’ve wanted to buy for someone special might 
elude you today, Gemini. You could go to several 
stores and find the item sold out. This could be disap-
pointing, but don’t despair. There are other options. 

You could order it online or find something else and save this 
particular item for a birthday. Relax and enjoy your shopping.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22):  Everything may look 
wrong to you today, Cancer. The house doesn’t look 
right, the furniture needs adjusting, and you probably 
aren’t happy with the way you look either. Your perfec-

tionism could kick in and you might plunge into action, determined to 
make it all right. Don’t bother! There’s probably nothing you can do to 
make it look right today. Relax. You’ll see things differently tomorrow.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A gathering in your neigh-
borhood could attract all your friends and many of 
your neighbors, Leo, but you may feel a little under 
the weather and consider staying home. Your en-

ergy may be lagging, as all energy does once in a while after 
a stressful time. It might do you good to make the effort and 
go. It’s up to you, of course, but enjoy the evening whatever 
you do.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A quick check of your 
bank balance might reveal that it’s a bit lower than 
you expected, Virgo. You probably won’t panic, but 
you’re apt to feel a little disappointed. Don’t waste 

time kicking yourself. Money can always be earned. Relax, re-
solve to tighten your belt a little, take care of the necessities, and 
stick with a financial plan. Soon you’ll be glad you took action.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  Working late, Libra? What 
could be so important that it keeps you from paying 
attention to your family or partner? Probably noth-
ing! Take a good, objective look at what you think 

must be done tonight. You’ll probably find that your company 
won’t go broke if you leave some tasks. Get as much done as you 
can and then go home to your loved ones. They’re important, too!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  A prayer or meditation 
group could meet tonight, Scorpio, and you may get 
carried away with the spiritual dimensions these medita-
tions take on. You feel comfortable with the people in this 
group, and you’re grateful for the friendship and support 

they provide. Be with this feeling tonight, and try to hang onto it for 
as long as you can. It can help you through some rough times.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Love matters have 
been going well for you recently, Sagittarius, but today 
you could be alone and unable to reach a current or po-
tential romantic interest. This could bring about a twinge 
of the blues, which up until now have passed you by. 
Don’t waste time feeling down. Find something to dis-

tract you until your friend can come around to see you and you can 
have a little fun.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could go over 
your accounts today and find that there’s consider-
ably less there than you thought. It isn’t serious, but it 
can still be disappointing. There could be a new con-
tract in the final stages of negotiation that will prove 

favorable, and you can find a way to make up for the shortfall. In 
the meantime, cut expenses so finances stay healthy until the new 
contract materializes.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Have you been going 
crazy with all the demands placed on you? Don’t despair. 
Reflect on all that’s been going on. Think about where 
you want to make changes. Once you’ve come to a deci-

sion, don’t hesitate to implement it. This is easier than waiting for one 
big opportunity and doing it all at once. That chance may never come. 
The step-by-step approach can bring satisfying results.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): If you’re currently romanti-
cally involved, Pisces, your lover could well go from what 
appears to be utter lassitude to total passion. This could 
throw you for a loop, and you might not know exactly how 
to deal with it. If you’re single, you could meet someone 

you find attractive but forget to get his or her contact information! 
Keep paper and pen handy. You don’t want to miss anything!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Workers hold iron rods at the construction site of a bridge on the river Tawi in Jammu. Credit: Reuters

F
itch Ratings has raised 
its estimate of India’s 
expected growth rate 
in 2018-9 to 7.8%. For 
anyone who has the least 

knowledge of business conditions in 
India today, this can only be a sick joke. 
For India’s economy is heading for a 
meltdown – 78 of the largest companies 
in the country are facing dissolution 
under the Indian Bankruptcy Code. Of 
them, 20 have already been declared 
insolvent and sent to the National 
Company Law Tribunal for dissolution.

Another 30 companies, all in 
the power sector, are also facing the 
guillotine because the Allahabad 
high court has denied them more 
time to sort out their woes. The debt 
of these companies alone amounts 
to Rs 140,000 crore. Among them are 
three giant power plants, the 4,000 
MW Coastal Gujarat Power of Tatas, 
Adani power, Mundra and Essar 
Power. They are bankrupt because 
they had the temerity to base their 
plants and have been denied the right 
to set tariffs that will cover the higher 
cost of imported coal, by the Supreme 
Court of India.

Yet another 92 companies are on 
the chopping block because they are 
more than 180 days behind on their 
loan repayments. And as if that were not 
enough bad news, loan defaults by small 
companies have also doubled in the 
past year, signalling an imminent crisis 
in that sector as well.

The sickness has spread to the 
private financial sector. Infrastructure 
Leasing and Financial Services (IL&FS), 
a financial giant, has just defaulted on 
its interest payments and sent the stock 
market into a tailspin. Foreign investors 
have been leaving the Indian money 
market in droves: the rupee plunged 
to 71.7 to the dollar on September 20, 
against 65 on March 31, less than six 
months earlier. The RBI has halted the 
slide by raising the repo rate by a full half 
percent.

But how long will its finger keep the 
dyke from bursting?
Who, or what, is responsible? 
In a note he submitted to the Estimates 
Committee of parliament earlier 
this month, former RBI governor 
RaghuramRajan has identified two 
causes: an “irrational exuberance from 
1994 till 1996” generated in promoters 
(of new projects) by the prolonged spell 
of rapid economic growth that began 
in 2003, and the government’s failure 
to live up to its commitments to the 
investors.

“A large number of bad loans,” 
he points out, “were originated in the 
period 2006-2008 when economic 
growth was strong, and previous 
infrastructure projects such as power 
plants had been completed on time and 
within budget. It is at such times that 
banks (and, needless to say, promoters) 
make mistakes”.

Their  chief  mistake was to 
“extrapolate  past  growth and 
performance to the future” and accept 
projects with very little equity capital, 
that relied almost entirely upon loans. 
When the upswing ended with the 
onset of global recession in 2008 and 
demand slackened, many projects 
became unviable.

Fraud, in the shape of inflated 
capital costs, over-invoiced import 
bills and unacceptably low promoters’ 
capital has played a part, he wrote, 
but it is only a small one. Rajan placed 
the remainder of the blame upon 
“governance problems” – a euphemism 
for the Central and state governments’ 
failure to provide promised inputs, 
such as land free of encumbrances, 
coal, power, water, and transport 
connections. Unable to generate 
revenues, the investors ate into their 
equity capital to meet the mounting 
burden of interest payments, till there 
was none left. Then they walked away 
from them. This is the reason why India 
is saddled with up to 1,160,000 crores 
of stalled, “zombie “ projects and Rs 
950,000 crore of largely irrecoverable 
debt.

 Rajan’s analysis is cogent, but 
incomplete. India has never been free 
of “governance problems”. There was 
a spell of “irrational exuberance from 
1994 till 1996, followed by a steep slump 
in 1997 that lasted till 2002. But there 
was no pile-up of abandoned projects 
and irrecoverable debt then.

His ascription of the current decline 
to the impact of global recession is also 
suspect. For the recession began at 
the end of 2008, but India’s slide into 
industrial stagnation and insolvency 
began three years later in 2011. In 
between, it recorded two years of the 
highest industrial and GDP growth 
that the country has known. Why this 
delay? The answer is the crippling 
interest rates that the Reserve Bank 
imposed on the economy in 2010-11 
and is persisting with, in the face of 
catastrophe, today.

A simple calculation is all that is 
needed to show what high interest 
rates do to infrastructure investment: 
If the promoters of power and highway 
projects, for instance, borrow money at 
5% a year their capital cost, if not repaid, 
will doubled in 14 years. At 10% it will 
double in seven years. At 12% — the rate 
that even blue-chip companies were 
paying until 2015 – doubling takes place 
in 5.5 years.

Since the same high rates will 
simultaneously kill the demand for 
housing and make car and refrigerator 
loans unaffordable, investors will be hit 
from both sides. In addition to this the 
government reneges on its promises 
to provide the infrastructure needed 
for production, such as coal, power, 
water and transport, the only option 
left open to them will be to cut their 
losses and walk away. Rajan does not 
have a single word to say about this, 
because he is one of the high priests of 
the high interest rate regime that has 
bankrupted the country.

The evidence that this is indeed 
the cause of both the crisis in industry 
and in banking, comes from the 
pattern of bankruptcies. All but a 
few of the companies that are on 
the chopping block had dared to 
invest in infrastructure projects. 

The reason they had done so was 
that the public sector, which used 
to invest in infrastructure in the 
past, was no longer doing it. Public 
sector investment had been even 
more prone to delays because of 
the government’s failure to meet 
its commitments, but there were 
no stalled projects because it had 
the dual advantage of being loaned 
money by the banks at paltry rates 
of interest, and never having to fear 
bankruptcy.

To justify their suicidal commitment 
to price stability, three RBI governors in 
succession – Y.V. Shetty, D. Subbarao 
and RaghuramRajan – have argued that 
price stability will automatically lead to 
growth. 

They have been buttressed by a 
much touted finding of IMF and other 
neo-classical economists that, contrary 
to the previously unquestioned 
belief, high rates of inflation do not 
automatically raise the rate of economic 
growth, but actually lower it.

“Inflation targeting” was born 
out of his flaky belief. The RBI made 
this its Bible despite the fact that 
none of these studies had been able 
to establish a causal link from high 
inflation to low growth. And it did so 
in the face of compelling theoretical 
and empirical evidence that the 
causal chain runs in the opposite 
direction, i.e from economic growth 
to inflation.

Some inflation has to accompany 
industrialisation because it requires 
the diversion of a part of current 
i n v e s t m e n t  f r o m  p r o d u c i n g 
consumer goods to capital goods. 
Every government of a rapidly 
industrialising country has had to 
face this problem and has resorted 
to price and distribution controls, 
such as rationing, fair price shops and 

N
arcissism is defined 
a s  e x c e s s i v e 
self-love or self-
centredness. In 
Greek mythology, 

Narcissus fell in love when he 
saw his reflection in water: he 
gazed so long, he eventually 
died. Today, the quintessential 
image is not someone staring at 
his reflection but into his mobile 
phone. While we pine away for 
that perfect Snapchat filter or 
track our likes on Instagram, 
the mobile phone has become a 
vortex of social media that sucks 
us in and feeds our narcissistic 
tendencies. Or so it would seem.

But people have long used 
media to see reflections of 
themselves. Long before mobile 
phones or even photography, 
diaries were kept as a way to 
understand oneself and the 
world one inhabits. In the 18th 

and 19th centuries, as secular 
diaries became more popular, 
middle-class New Englanders, 
particularly white women, 
wrote about their everyday lives 
and the world around them. 
These diaries were not a place 
into which they poured their 
innermost thoughts and desires, 
but rather a place to chronicle 
the social world around them 
– what’s going on around the 
house, what they did today, who 
came to visit, who was born or 
who died. The diaries captured 
the everyday routines of mid-
19th-century life, with women 
diarists in particular focused 
not on themselves but on their 
families and their communities 
more broadly.

Diaries today are, for the 
most part, private. These New 
England diaries, in contrast, 
were commonly shared. Young 
women who were married would 
send their diaries home to their 
parents as a way of maintaining 

kin relations. 
When family or friends came 

to visit, it was not uncommon to 
sit down and go through one’s 
journal together. Late 19th-
century Victorian parents would 
often read aloud their children’s 
diaries at the end of the day. 
These were not journals with 
locks on them, meant only for 
the eyes of the diarist, but a 
means of sharing experiences 
with others.

Diaries are not the only 
media that people have used 
to document lives and share 
them with others. Scrapbooks, 
photo albums, baby books and 
even slide shows are all ways 
in which we have done this in 
the past, to various audiences. 
Together, they suggest that 
we have long used media as a 
means of creating traces of our 
lives. We do this to understand 
ourselves, to see trends in our 
behaviour that we can’t in lived 
experiences. We create traces 

as part of our identity work and 
as part of our memory work. 
Sharing mundane and everyday 
life events can reinforce social 
connection and intimacy. For 
example, you take a picture of 
your child’s first birthday. It is not 
only a developmental milestone: 
the photo also reinforces the 
identity of the family unit itself. 
The act of taking the photo 
and proudly sharing it further 
reaffirms one as a good and 
attentive parent. In other words, 
the media traces of others figure 
in our own identities.

B y  c o m p a r i n g  o l d 
t e c h n o l o g i e s  w i t h  n e w 
technologies  that  enable 
us to document ourselves 
and the world around us, we 
can begin to identify what is 
really different about the 
contemporar y networked 
environment. Building on a 
20th-century broadcast model 
of media, today’s social media 
platforms are, by and large, free 

to use, unlike historical diaries, 
scrapbooks and photo albums, 
which people had to buy. Today, 
advertising subsidises our 
use of networked platforms. 
Therefore these platforms are 
incentivised to encourage use 
of their networks to build larger 
audiences and to better target 
them. Our pictures, our posts 
and our likes are commodified 
– that is, they are used to create 
value through increasingly 
targeted advertising.

I don’t want to suggest that, 
historically, using media to create 
traces of ourselves occurred 
outside of a commercial system. 
We have long used commercial 
products to document our lives 
and to share them with others. 
Sometimes even the content 
was commercialised.  Early 19th-
century scrapbooks were full 
of commercial material that 
people would use to document 
their lives and the world around 
them. It’s easy to think that once 

you buy a journal or scrapbook, 
you own it. But, of course, the 
examples of sending diaries back 
and forth, or of Victorian parents 
reading their children’s diaries 
aloud, complicate notions of 
historical singular ownership.

Commercial access to our 
media traces is also historically 
complex. For example, people 
used to buy their cameras and 
film from Kodak, and then 
send film back to Kodak to be 
developed. In these cases, Kodak 
had access to all of the traces, or 
memories, of its customers but 
the company didn’t commodify 
these traces in the ways that 
social media platforms do 
today. Kodak sold customers its 
technology and its service. 

The company didn’t give it 
away in exchange for mining 
their customers’ traces to sell ads 
targeted at them in the way that 
social media platforms use our 
traces to target us today.

Instead of social media 

merely connecting us, it has 
become a cult of notifications, 
continually trying to draw us 
in with the promise of social 
connectivity – it’s someone’s 
birthday, you have a Facebook 
memory, someone liked your 
picture.  I’m not arguing that 
such social connectivity isn’t 
meaningful or real, but I believe 
it’s unfair to presume that people 
are increasingly narcissistic for 
using these platforms. 

There’s a multibil l ion-
dollar industry pulling us into 
our smartphones, relying on a 
longstanding human need for 
communication. We share our 
everyday experiences because 
it helps us to feel connected to 
others, and it always has. The 
urge to be present on social 
media is much more complex 
than simply narcissism. Social 
media of all kinds not only enable 
people to see their reflections, 
but to feel their connections as 
well.

food coupons. South Korea had an 
average inflation rate of 21% during 
the three decades in which it became 
an industrial powerhouse, and China 
has become one only with the help of 
stringent price controls on essentials, 
and negative real rates of interest on 
bank loans. In India, by allowing the 
RBI to make price stability the sole 
goal of policy the elected government 
sacrificed growth at the altar of stability.

What has made the RBI impose this 
suicidal policy on the country, and why 
have two governments capitulated? The 
first reason, the suicidal adoption of 
“inflation targeting” by the RBI without 
realising that the rich nations have 
entirely different goals for adopting it 
than the poor, has been described at 
length in these columns on an earlier 
occasion. 

But the second, more pressing, 
reason is the imperative need to keep 
not prices, but the exchange rate 
stable. This has gained in importance 
with every year of high interest rates, 
because these have forced investors to 
borrow abroad, where loans have been 
available at rates as low as one to three 
percent, to keep their interest burden 
down.

B e t w e e n  2 0 0 8  a n d  M a r c h 
2015 around 300 of India’s largest 
companies borrowed Rs 4.5 lakh 
crores ($680 billion) abroad, mostly 
with maturity periods ranging from 
3 to 20 years. Between March 2014 
and March 2015, after Modi’s victory 
became certain, borrowings increased 
by $ 181.9 billion. This raised India’s 
outstanding external debt by 38% to 
$580 billion.

In India, by allowing the RBI to make 
price stability the sole goal of policy the 
elected government sacrificed growth at 
the altar of stability.

The euphoria was so intense that a 
very large part of the new debt was not 
hedged against the risk of a fall in the 
value of the rupee. As a result, in 2015, 
59% of the $580 billion was vulnerable 
to devaluation.

For the borrowers, maintaining 
the exchange rate regardless of side 
effects therefore became a matter of life 
and death. The real, unspoken, goal of 
‘Inflation targeting’ is to maintain not 
price but exchange rate stability at any 
cost. 

This quest has not only killed the 
real economy but created an imbalance 
between India’s foreign exchange 
debt and its reserves that has brought 
international hedge funds into the 
Indian money market, circling like 
wolves scenting a killing. 

What India is experiencing, 
therefore, is a mild version of the “Asian 

Financial ‘flu” that began in Thailand 
and spread to the whole of Southeast 
Asia in 1997 and 1998.

Unlike the Bank of Thailand in 1997, 
the RBI has had the sense to allow the 
rupee to depreciate in response the 
demand for dollars in recent weeks. 
But every few points drop in its value is 
increasing the risk of insolvency for the 
companies that have borrowed abroad. 
How to stem the collapse
The only way to stem a further collapse 
is to lower the interest rate on long and 
medium term loans drastically to 4% 
or less. This will allow the embattled 
infrastructure and heavy industries to 
refinance their loans and drastically 
reduce their debt burden. Since the 
lower rates will also revive the housing, 
real estate and consumer durables 
industries, these companies will have a 
far better chance

Why 4%? The short answer is that 
in no country in the 19th century did 
companies building infrastructure face 
real interest rates of more than one 
or two per cent. The US government 
provided much of the capital that 
American companies sank into 300,000 
kms of railroads between 1870 and 
1891 free of cost in the form of land and 
timber felling rights that they could sell 
in the market. 

In the 20th century, South Korea and 
China achieved their breakthroughs by 
raising capital at negative real rates of 
interest, in effect taxation of peoples’ 
savings. 

There is some risk that a sharp 
reduction of interest rates will cause 
an outflow of short term foreign 
investment . But this will get reversed 
when foreign portfolio investors see 
a sustained rise in share prices. More 
importantly, the availability of cheap 
capital that is free of exchange rate 
risk will end the long-term borrowing 
spree abroad by Indian investors that 
has precipitated the present crisis. 
The resulting reduction of demand for 
dollars will ease the pressure on the 
rupee.

But time is of the essence, for 
every day that the rupee continues to 
depreciate increases the repayment 
obligations of companies loaded with 
foreign debt and weakens their capacity 
to respond positively to measures 
designed to revive economic growth. 
One more attempt to avoid domestic 
collapse by propping up interest rates 
will bring on the foreign exchange crisis 
that the government is mistakenly 
trying to avert through monetary policy 
alone.

Prem Shankar Jha is a senior 
journalist and author of several books.

The ‘Indian Flu’, or Why the Crash of the Economy Is Imminent

The Urge to Share News of Our Lives Is Neither New nor Narcissistic

With 78 of the largest companies in the country are facing dissolution under the Indian Bankruptcy Code, India’s economy is heading for a meltdown.
Prem Shankar Jha | The Wire

Lee Humphreys | Aeon
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13 Indians, Israelis with blind 
climbers, scale Mt. Kilimanjaro
Mumbai, Sep. 24 (IANS): In a unique 
adventure sports initiative, a group 
of blind and able-bodied climbers 
from India and Israel have scaled the 
world’s fourth highest and Africa’s tall-
est peak, Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, 
an organiser said here on Monday.

The climb from Sep. 8-14 was 
billed as India’s first Inclusive Climb. 
It included two blind climbers from 
India and one from Israel, besides 
10 others, said the founder of Sum-
mitting4Hope (S4H) and expedition 
leader Anusha Subramanian.

“The climb to the 5885-metre 
high Mt. Kilimanjaro, the highest 
free-standing mountain in the world, 
is another victory of inclusion, which 
is close to the hearts of S4H and Ad-
ventures Beyond Barriers Foundation 
(ABBF). 

“It re-evaluated our rigid views 
about disability and shattered stere-
otypes that plague persons with dis-
ability,” Subramanian, a media profes-
sional told news-persons.

She said it is appalling that as a 
society, we define what ‘they can’ and 
‘cannot do’, but combating severe 
fatigue and acute mountain sickness, 
all the participants successfully sum-
mitted Mt. Kilimanjaro.

The inclusive climb included 14-
year old Baepi Donio of Israel -- the 
youngest climber, besides a German 
teacher, a mother-son duo, two inde-
pendent filmmakers and six local and 
three Indian mountain guides in the 
expedition.

The Pune-based ABBF founder 

and one of the blind climbers, Divy-
anshu Ganatra, said that “exclusion is 
something that persons with disability 
routinely encounter and with disabil-
ity, in India, comes ‘invisibility’”, but 
the real challenge is to understand 
despite the differences.

“Mountains and nature or out-
doors don’t differentiate between 
anyone, so why is it that we discrimi-
nate among people? I believe that 
to change something, you have to 
change yourself,” said Subramanian.

Besides Ganatra and Subrama-
nian, the 13-member group included 
filmmakers Sehran Mohsin and Om-
kar Potdar, mountain guide Karn 
Kowshik, IT consultant Prasad Gurav, 
German teacher Omana Kale, Israelis 
Uri Basha, Sophie Donio and her 14-
year old son Baepi, adventure sports 
enthusiast Vaishak J.P., motivational 
speaker Nupur Pittie and consultant 
Adi Raheja.

The ABBF is said to be the only 
NGO in the country working with 
cross-disabilities by providing more 
opportunities to disabled persons 
with adaptive adventure and sports 
activities, marathons, tandem cycling, 
scuba-diving, paragliding and moun-
taineering.

S4H, co-founded by Subramanian 
and Guneet Puri in 2013 with the aim 
to rehabilitate the flood-ravaged peo-
ple of Uttarakhand, has supported 
other causes like Kashmir floods, Ne-
pal earthquake and since last year the 
disabled persons especially from the 
economically weaker income groups.

Rafale deal: BJP accuses 
Congress of fuelling 
Pakistan’s attack on India
New Delhi, Sep. 24 (IANS): The 
BJP on Monday accused the 
Congress of fuelling Pakistans 
attack on India over the contro-
versial Rafale deal and claimed 
there was a “design” between the 
Congress and Pakistan whose 
aim was to remove Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

Addressing a media confer-
ence here, Bharatiya Janata 
Party spokesman Sambit Patra 
referred to remarks by Pakistani 
politicians who used Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi’s tweets 
to mount their attack on India. 

“Using the tweet, Pakistani 
Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Fawad Hussain 
pointed that even Rahul Gan-
dhi believes that the Modi gov-
ernment is trying to divert the 
attention,” said Patra pointing 
to Hussain’s tweets in which 
he said that “Gandhi tweets 
explain BJP-led tirade against 
Pakistan”.

Patra also referred to a tweet 
by former Pakistan Interior Min-
ister Rehman Malik’s claim that 
“Gandhi will be next PM of India 
if he follows ‘Jet Gate’ properly”.

“The thread of commonality 
between Pakistan and Congress 
is not a mere coincidence. There 
is a design,” added Patra. 

On Saturday, BJP President 

Amit Shah had asked if Gan-
dhi had formed a “mahagath-
bandhan” (grand alliance) with 
Pakistan with both seeking to 
remove Modi. 
Congress moves CVC seeking 
probe, FIR 

Intensifying its battle against 
the Modi government over the 
Rafale deal, the Congress on 
Monday moved the Central 
Vigilance Commission (CVC) 
seeking a probe and FIR as well 
as seizure of relevant documents 
pertaining to the deal which 
it claimed caused loss to the 
exchequer.

An 11-member delegation 
led by Leader of Opposition in 
Rajya Sabha, Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
met CVC K.V. Chowdary and 
submitted a memorandum as-
serting that the deal announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was at an “escalated price 
of about 300 per cent” and done 
in violation of the Defence Pro-
curement Policy (DPP). 

The move to the CVC fol-
lows the Congress approaching 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India for a special 
and forensic audit. It also comes 
amidst an intense political dog-
fight between the Congress and 
the BJP-led government over 
the deal. 

‘PM, Home minister should take call on declassifying Shastri’s death’
New Delhi, Sep. 24 (PTI): All clas-
sified records pertaining to former 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri’s death should be placed before 
the prime minister and home 
minister to take call on their de-
classification, the Central Infor-
mation Commission (CIC) has 
ruled Monday. 

The directives were issued to 
the central public information 
officers of the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, External Affairs Ministry and 
Home Ministry on the plea of an 
RTI applicant seeking to know if 
autopsy was done on Shastri who 
had died on January 11, 1966 in 
Tashkent in a Soviet dacha.

“The Commission directs... to 
place all those so-called ‘classified 
papers’ before the prime minister 
and the home minister, who are 
recommended to consider the 
fundamental right to know and 
demand of the people... to declas-
sify (the records) either through an 
expert committee or by any other 
process to get the mystery probed 
and resolved,” Information Com-
missioner Sridhar Acharyulu said.

He also expressed surprise that 
there are no records with the Rajya 
Sabha pertaining to the Raj Narain 
Committee to look into Shastri’s 
death initiated during the Janata 

Party government in late seventies.
“Parliament is known for me-

ticulous maintenance of docu-
ments. Every word uttered in 
Parliament is recorded and kept 
in public domain, a humongous 
task the office is perfectly perform-
ing. Then how such a significant 
record disappeared,” he said.

Acharyulu recommended that 
the “constitutional authorities” 
in Parliament to probe or make 
efforts to secure the committee 
records.

Shastri had died in Tashkent, 
hours after signing a declaration 
with Pakistan President Muham-
mad Ayub Khan post-1965 Indo-
Pak war during talks moderated by 
Soviet Premier Alexei Keynoting.

He reportedly died from a 
massive heart attack but questions 
were raised on the circumstances 
of his death on foreign soil when 
cold war was at its peak. 

The conspiracy theories were 
further fuelled after the central 
government started denying doc-
uments, under the RTI Act, related 
to his death calling them secret 
and disclosure prejudicial to the 
interests of the country.

“In view of the startling inci-
dents that followed the mysteri-
ous death, such as killing of his 

personal doctor and assistant 
in two separate ‘accidents’, dis-
appearance of records of Rajya 
Sabha Committee’s probe, and 
various significant points raised 
by journalists... Shastri’s wife La-
litha, other family members, the 
Commission is of opinion that 
the Union government has a duty 
to explain the nation why and 
how Lal Bahadur Shastri died in 
Tashkent,” he said.

Except a medical report, noth-
ing is disclosed, and mystery is 
being allowed to persist, he noted.

Section 8(1)(a) exempts from 
disclosure the information which 
would prejudicially affect the 
sovereignty and integrity of India, 
the security, strategic, scientific or 
economic interests of the State, 
relation with foreign State or lead 
to incitement of an offence.

“People’s right to know the 
‘truth’ behind the death of Shastri 
cannot be brushed aside on the 
ground of Section 8(1)(a) en bloc. 
A committee of experts should be 
constituted to examine the need of 
declassification of such records,” 
he said.

Acharyulu underlined a home 
ministry response in the Lok Sab-
ha that classification of docu-
ments is not being done under the 

Officials Secrets Act and is being 
done by ministry concerned.

He asked the government to 
answer which ministry has classi-
fied documents related to Shastri’s 
death, nature of classifications 
of these documents- ‘top secret’, 
‘secret’ or ‘confidential’ and the 
basis of it.

Which part of 8(1)(a) of RTI Act 
is invoked to deny and what is the 
justification for such invocation, 
he asked.

Besides period for which clas-
sification stands, the period pre-
scribed for classification of Shastri 
documents, whether any ministry 
is considering declassification, 
and why can not documents can 
be disclosed after severing confi-
dential parts, he asked. 

Acharyulu said the present 
government has taken a historical 
decision to declassify 33 of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose related files 
on December 4, 2015, thereafter 
37 and 25 files and made 100 files 
digitally available on January 23, 
2016, to meet the long standing 
public demand to access these 
files. 

“When Pentagon papers in 
the US and Netaji papers in India 
could be declassified why not 
Shastri papers also,” he asked.

Himachal rains claim 8 lives, hundreds stranded  INR 64 lakh worth gold 
smuggled from Myanmar 
seized from train
Visakhapatnam, Sep. 24 (PTI): Gold worth INR 64 
lakh, allegedly being smuggled from Myanmar, was 
seized and a train passenger from Guwahati arrested 
at the railway station here, the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) said Monday. Acting on a tip-off, the 
DRI officials intercepted the passenger travelling in a 
Guwahati-Chennai train Sunday and recovered the 
gold in the form of sheets and bars totally weighing 1.9 
kg from him, it said in a release. The sheets were kept 
concealed in bags and the bars in a guitar, the release 
said adding the passenger had been arrested.

Rewari gang rape main accused 
sent to 4-day police custody 
Chandigarh, Sep. 24 (IANS): A court in Haryana has 
sent two of the main accused in the gang rape case 
of a 19-year-old college student to four days police 
custody, police said on Monday. The Haryana Police’s 
Special Investigating Team (SIT) on Sunday arrested 
the two main accused, Pankaj and Manish. Both were 
on the run for 11 days after the rape. They were ar-
rested from Satnali in Mahendragarh district. A court 
in Kanina sent them to four days of police custody. 
Pankaj is a soldier in the Indian Army. The police 
on Monday were interrogating the two to find out 
whether more people were involved in the crime as 
has been suggested by the victim’s family. The victim, 
a school topper, was abducted and gang raped after 
being drugged on September 12 while she was on the 
way to a coaching institute.

Bishop sent to Kerala jail, bail 
hearing on Thursday 
Kottayam (Kerala), Sep. 24 (IANS): Bishop Franco 
Mulakkal, arrested on charges of raping a nun, was on 
Monday sentenced to two weeks judicial custody by a 
magisterial court while the Kerala High Court posted 
his bail plea for a Thursday hearing. Judge M. Lekshmi 
of Pala Judicial Magisterial Court sent the bishop to 
the Pala sub-jail as the police did not seek his custody. 
Mulakkal was arrested on September 21 after three 
days of questioning. 
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A swollen Beas river flows after heavy rains in Kullu district in Himachal Pradesh on Monday, Sep. 24.  (Right) A damaged car stands buried under a tree after it was uprooted 
due to incessant rains.

Shimla, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Heavy rains in Himach-
al Pradesh on Monday 
claimed eight lives and 
hundreds, including school 
students, remained strand-
ed across the state after in-
cessant rainfall for the third 
consecutive day, triggering 
landslides and snapping 
over 200 road links, officials 
said.

Three people were 
washed away near Manali 
late on Sunday night when 
their vehicle fell into the 
swollen Beas River.

Elsewhere, two people 
were washed away in the 
Parbati river in the Man-
ikaran valley, while one girl 
died near Bajaura. Both 
incidents occurred in Kullu, 
one of the worst affected 
districts by flashfloods.

A man was drowned 
in a swollen rivulet near 
Palampur town in Kangra 
district, while another was 
killed when a building was 
washed away in a rivulet in 
Una district.

Several houses in Kullu 
town were swept away in 
flashfloods as the Beas is 
flowing above the danger 
mark.

Kullu Deputy Commis-
sioner Yunus Khan told 
IANS that a “high alert” has 
been issued in the district as 
most of the rivers and their 
tributaries were in spate.

In Chamba district, the 
Ravi River was flowing at 
the danger mark and peo-
ple were evacuated from 
low-lying areas.

Around 1,000 school 
students have been moved 
to safer places in Holi area 
of Chamba. They had gath-
ered there for the 23rd Dis-
trict Primary School Sports 
Tournament, a government 
spokesperson told IANS.

Likewise, over 800 peo-
ple, comprising tourists 
and locals, have been res-
cued from various places in 
and around Lahaul Valley 
in Lahaul-Spiti district. The 
area witnessed snowfall 
too.

“No tourist or local is 
stranded on the road. All 
people have been moved 
to safer places in Koksar, 
Marhi and Keylong last 
(Sunday) evening,” he said, 
adding that telephone lines 
in the area have been badly 
affected.

Reports said five faculty 
members of the IIT-Mandi 

went missing in the Chan-
dratal (4,300 metre high) 
in Lahaul-Spiti. They had 
gone there for trekking.

On government’s re-
quest, the Indian Air Force 
has stationed a chopper in 
Kullu town, some 200 km 
from the state capital, to 
deal with any emergency.

Heavy landslides hit 
vehicular movement on the 
Chandigarh-Manali high-
way beyond Mandi town 
and on the Pathankot-
Chamba highway.

After three consecutive 
days of incessant rains, 
over 200 roads in the state 
interiors remained close for 
traffic, stranding travellers 
and commuters.

Road links to Kinnaur 
district and towns in Shim-
la district such as Narkan-
da, Jubbal, Kharapathar, 
Rohru and Chopal have 

been cut-off owing to land-
slips, a government official 
told IANS.

Three bridges were 
washed away in Kullu and 
Manali towns.

W h i l e  p i c t u re s q u e 
tourist town Dalhousie re-
corded the highest rainfall 
in the state at 180 mm, it 
was 120 mm in Manali and 
Kangra each and 108 mm in 
Palampur.

State capital Shimla saw 
23 mm of rain.

The higher reaches of 
Kullu, Kinnaur and Lahaul-
Spiti districts experienced 
snowfalls. Keylong  town 
in Lahaul-Spiti district saw 
over two feet of snow.

The highway that con-
nects Manali with Leh in 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
been closed for traffic ow-
ing to heavy snow since 
Saturday, the official said.

There are chances of 
moderate to heavy rainfall 
in the state till Tuesday, a 
Met Department official 
told IANS.

He said most of the ar-
eas in the state, particularly 
Shimla, Solan, Kullu, Sir-
maur and Mandi districts, 
have been experiencing 
moderate to heavy rainfall.

T h e  g ov t .  h a s  a n -
nounced closure of all ed-
ucational institutions in 
Chamba, Kullu, Sirmaur, 
Kangra, Kullu and Hamir-
pur districts till September 
25.

An Indian Air Force 
chopper rescued on Sun-
day 19 people stuck in a 
flash flood in Dobi in Kullu 
district.

Authorities said excess 
water was discharged from 
the Pandoh diversion dam, 
located 112 km upstream of 

Pong dam, as a precaution-
ary measure.

The Pandoh diversion 
dam is located on the Beas 
River in Mandi district. It 
diverts excess monsoon 
water towards the Pong 
dam. Otherwise, it diverts 
water towards the Satluj 
River which feeds the Gob-
ind Sagar reservoir of the 
Bhakra dam.

Au t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e 
Bhakra Beas Management 
Board (BBMB) said excess 
water from the Pong Dam 
could be released due to 
high inflow in the reservoir.

Officials said more 
showers in the state could 
aggravate the flood-like 
situation in neighbouring 
Punjab and Haryana.

All the major rivers of 
the hill state -- the Satluj, 
Beas and Yamuna -- enter 
Punjab and Haryana.

42 arrested for cheating in 
Bengal police recruitment exam

Terrorism in Kashmir is Pakistan-
sponsored — Rajnath Singh 

Kolkata, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
West Bengal CID has ar-
rested 42 persons in con-
nection with cheating in 
the state police constable 
recruitment examina-
tion from various centres, 
a senior officer said on 
Monday.

Acting on specific in-
formation that some can-
didates were using im-
provised wireless devices 
to cheat in Sunday’s ex-
amination, the Criminal 
Investigation Department 

(CID) conducted check-
ing at a number of cen-
tres and seized credit card 
shaped receiving devices 
and wireless headphones 
from several examinees.

“Some 28 police cases 
have been lodged and 42 
persons have been arrest-
ed for resorting to mal-
practices during the West 
Bengal Police Constable 
recruitment examination 
on Sunday,” Deputy In-
spector General of West 
Bengal CID Nishad Parvez 

said.
“The seized receiving 

devices, found hidden 
in the shoes of the can-
didates, were wirelessly 
connected to mobile 
phones which were be-
ing operated from outside 
to supply them with nec-
essary information,” he 
said.

The officer said CID is 
trying to track the entire 
racket to arrest the rest of 
the persons involved in 
the case.

Lucknow, Sep. 24 (PTI): Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Monday said the gov-
ernment is “ready to talk to everyone” 
over the Kashmir issue, while asserting 
that terrorism in the Valley is “Pakistan-
sponsored”.

After a meeting of the Central Zonal 
Council here, he told reporters, “I think 
the (Kashmir) matter will be resolved. 
We are ready to talk to everyone. As far 
as terrorism is concerned, all security 
agencies are working in coordination.” 

“Terrorism in Kashmir is Pakistan-
sponsored,” he said.

The government Friday called off a 
meeting between the foreign ministers 
of India and Pakistan in New York, barely 
24 hours after agreeing to the engage-
ment, citing the brutal killings of three 
policemen in Jammu and Kashmir and 
Islamabad releasing postage stamps 
“glorifying” Kashmiri militant Burhan 
Wani.

About the issues raised in the zonal 
council meeting, the home minister said 
out of 22 points, 20 have been resolved, 
adding in the last four years, in 12 meet-
ings, 680 issues were discussed of which 
428 were resolved.

At the meeting, progress of imple-

mentation of recommendations made 
at the last meeting -- on need to increase 
density of roads and upgrading existing 
roads, assistance required to combat Left 
Wing Extremism (LWE) and modernisa-
tion of police forces were discussed, an 
official release issued here said.

Singh said it has been the objective 
of the present government to strengthen 
the institution of zonal councils as well 
as the inter-state council to promote and 
maintain a good federal atmosphere of 
cooperation among states and the Cen-
tre.

Besides Uttar Pradesh and Uttra-
khand Chief Ministers Yogi Adityanath 
and Trivedra Singh Rawat respectively, 
the meeting was attended by represent-
atives from Chhattisgarh and Madhya 
Pradesh as well.

The Central Zonal Council comprises 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh and Uttarakhand. The council’s 
meeting aims at addressing common 
concerns of the participating states and 
settling cross-border concerns, if any.

Five Zonal Councils -- central, west-
ern, northern, southern and eastern -- 
were established under the States Reor-
ganisation Act, 1956.

Commuters lean out of an overcrowded local train on the day of Railway Recruitment Board 
Examination in Patna on Monday, September 24, 2018. 
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Colombo, Sep. 24 (PTI/AFP): The 
strongman president of the Maldives 
on Monday conceded defeat in elec-
tions, easing fears of a fresh political 
crisis in the archipelago at the centre 
of a battle for influence between In-
dia and China. 

“The Maldivian people have 
decided what they want. I have ac-
cepted the results from yesterday,” 
Abdulla Yameen said in a televised 
address to the Indian Ocean nation a 
day after the joint opposition candi-
date unexpectedly triumphed.

“Earlier today, I met with Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih, who the Maldivian 
electorate has chosen to be their next 
president. I have congratulated him,” 
Yameen said.

There had been concerns at 
home and abroad that Yameen might 
not accept the outcome. He had bor-
rowed hundreds of millions of dollars 
from China for an infrastructure blitz, 
to the alarm of the Maldives’ tradi-
tional backer India.

At the last election in 2013, the 
Supreme Court annulled the result 
after Yameen trailed former president 
Mohamed Nasheed, giving Yameen 
time to forge alliances and win a 
second round of voting that was 
postponed twice.

Results from Sunday’s election 
released by the electoral commission 
showed Yameen on 41.7 per cent of 
the vote, well behind Solih on 58.3 
per cent - the only other name on 
ballot papers.

The final official result will take 
up to a week to be published.

The result was a major surprise, 

with Yameen’s main political rivals 
either in prison or in exile, media 
coverage of the opposition sparse 
and monitors and the opposition 
predicting the vote would be rigged.

Yameen stayed quiet overnight 
after the outcome became clear. But 
signs grew Monday that he would 
throw in the towel, with a foreign 
ministry statement saying Solih had 
won and state media showing him 
claiming victory.

Nearly 90 per cent of the 262,000 
electorate turned out to vote, with 
some waiting in line for more than 
five hours.

Celebrations broke out across 
the 1,200-island tropical archipelago 
popular with wealthy foreign tourists, 
with opposition supporters wav-
ing yellow flags of Solih’s Maldivian 
Democratic Party (MDP) and danc-
ing in the streets.

The US State Department, which 
had warned of “appropriate meas-
ures” if the vote was not free and fair, 
had called on Yameen to “respect the 
will of the people”.

Regional superpower India, com-
peting with China to retain its influ-
ence in the region, was the first to 
“heartily congratulate” Solih.

“This election marks not only the 
triumph of democratic forces in the 
Maldives, but also reflects the firm 
commitment to the values of democ-
racy and the rule of law,” the foreign 
ministry said.

Sri Lanka, home to many Maldi-
vian dissidents, also congratulated 
him but China was yet to comment, 
with Monday being a public holiday.

Solih had the backing of a united 
opposition trying to oust Yameen 
but struggled for visibility. The local 
media was fearful of falling foul of 
heavy-handed decrees and reporting 
restrictions.

In February Yameen imposed a 
45-day state of emergency, alarming 
the international community, in what 
was seen as an attempt by his oppo-
nents in parliament to impeach him.

A crackdown saw former presi-
dent Maumoon Abdul Gayoom - 
Yameen’s half-brother - jailed along 
with the Chief Justice and another 
Supreme Court justice amid accusa-
tions of an imminent coup.

On the eve of the poll, police 
raided the campaign headquarters of 
the MDP and searched the building 
for several hours in a bid to stop what 
they called “illegal activities”. There 
were no arrests.

Nasheed told AFP in Colombo the 
vote would “bring the country back 
to the democratic path” and Yameen 
had no option but to concede defeat.

Independent international moni-
tors were barred from the election 
and only a handful of foreign media 
were allowed in to cover the poll.

The Asian Network for Free Elec-
tions, a foreign monitoring group 
that was denied access to the Mal-
dives, said the campaign had been 
heavily tilted in favour of 59-year-old 
Yameen.  The government had used 
“vaguely worded laws to silence dis-
sent and to intimidate and imprison 
critics”, some of whom had been as-
saulted and even murdered, accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch.

Naypyidaw, Sep. 24 (IANS): Myanmar 
Army chief Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing said the UN had no right to in-
terfere in the country, after UN experts 
recently said that they found elements 
of deliberate genocide of the Rohingya 
Muslim minority.

This is his first reaction after the 
experts recommended that the military 
chief and other senior officers of the 
Myanmar Army be investigated over 
the rapes and killings of Rohingyas in 
Rakhine state, reports Efe news.

In a speech in the northeastern city 
of Lashio on Sunday, Min Aung Hlaing 
maintained that the military’s first duty 
was to defend the independence and 
sovereignty of the country and added 
that no group had the right to interfere 
in Myanmar’s internal matters, military-
owned newspaper Myawady Daily 
reported on Monday.

The UN report said that at least 
10,000 people were killed and around 
725,000 sought refuge in Bangladesh 
due to military operations in Rakhine, 
which began on August 25, 2017 in re-
sponse to insurgent attacks on govern-
ment security posts.

The experts found “genocidal in-
tent” in the campaign against the Ro-
hingya people in Rakhine as well as 
evidence of crimes against humanity 
and war crimes in the states of Rakhine, 
Kachin and Shan.

The International Criminal Court 
has opened a preliminary probe into 
the matter.

The Myanmar government, led by 
Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, 
rejected the recommendations of the 
report and said it had formed an inde-
pendent commission to investigate the 
incidents in Rakhine.

Myanmar does not grant citizenship 
to the Rohingyas and consider them to 
be illegal Bengali immigrants. 

For years, the minority has been 
subjected to all kinds of discrimination, 
including restrictions on freedom of 
movement. 

Both the Army and the government 
have denied accusations of human 
rights violations of the Rohingya.

Washington, Sep. 24 (IANS): The ongo-
ing trade war between the US and China 
further escalated on Monday as the two 
economic powerhouses slapped each 
other with the largest rounds of tariffs 
yet, unleashing punitive duties now on 
roughly half of their traded goods.

President Donald Trump’s new 10 per 
cent tariff on $200 billion of Chinese goods 
went into effect on Monday, spanning 
thousands of products, including food 
seasonings, baseball gloves, network rout-
ers and industrial machinery parts.

It immediately prompted Beijing 
to respond with tariffs on $60 billion in 
American goods, approaching the point 
of running out of American products to 
target, The Washington Post reported. 

The latest levies from Beijing affect 
more than 5,200 kinds of American im-
ports, including chemicals, industrial 
wares and medical instruments. 

Neither of the world’s two largest econ-
omies showed signs of backing down and 
there are no further trade talks scheduled 
to resolve the dispute. 

As the new tariffs hit, the Chinese gov-
ernment released a report accusing the 
Trump administration of a foreign policy 
based on “trade bullying” and “attempt-
ing to impose its own interests on China 
through extreme pressure”.

“The new administration of the US 
government has trumpeted ‘America First’ 

since taking office in 2017, and has aban-
doned the fundamental norms of mutual 
respect and equal consultation that guide 
international relations,” Xinhua news 
agency quoted the report as saying.

“Rather, it has brazenly preached uni-
lateralism, protectionism and economic 
hegemony, making false accusations 
against many countries and regions, par-
ticularly China.”

Thousands of goods now face border 
taxes of up to 10 per cent, including gro-
cery store staples, household objects and 
industrial equipment.  Economists expect 
the cost of food, clothing, furniture, toys 
and cars to swell, triggering layoffs across 
industries in both countries.

Earlier this month, Trump had warned 
that retaliation from Beijing would spark 
another set of tariffs on $267 billion in Chi-
nese goods, erecting financial barriers on 
virtually everything the US buys from the 
nation. In 2017, that order reached $505 
billion.  The Asian giant imported $130 
billion in US goods last year but officials 
have said China will keep fighting back 
with “qualitative” measures. 

The US tariffs are meant to punish 
China for what the Trump administration 
says are unfair trade practices, such as 
intellectual property theft. 

Beijing has rejected the US assertions, 
accusing Washington of protectionism 
and bullying.

Lahore, Sep. 24 (IANS): The Lahore High 
Court on Monday asked former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and a journalist 
to appear before it in connection with a 
treason case.

The case, which was filed by civil socie-
ty member Amina Malik through Advocate 
Azhar Siddique, seeks action against Sharif 
on treason charges for allegedly trying to 
defame state institutions in an interview 
to Dawn news, as well as action against 
former prime minister Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi for allegedly not honouring his 

oath of office by disclosing the minutes of 
a National Security Council (NSC) meeting 
to Nawaz. Noting that Dawn news jour-
nalist Cyril Almeida had failed to appear 
in the last three hearings of the case, the 
three-judge bench told his lawyer that they 
would issue non-bailable arrest warrants 
so that he could be taken into custody and 
presented in court.

The lawyer asked the judges to issue 
bailable arrest warrants, saying that he 
was sure Almeida would appear in court at 
the next hearing. The court subsequently 

ordered that Almeida’s name be placed 
on the no-fly list and non-bailable arrest 
warrants be issued for him, saying he must 
appear on October 8. The court also raised 
questions over Sharif’s absence from the 
proceedings, to which his lawyer said that 
he was set to appear but was unable to do 
so because of the mourning period for his 
late wife Kulsoom Nawaz.

The judges directed that the ousted 
Prime Minister appear before the court in 
accordance with the law and summoned 
him on October 8.

United Nations, Sep. 24 (PTI): US 
President Donald Trump on Monday 
urged the world leaders gathered 
here to work together to combat the 
“scourge” of drug addiction and stop 
all forms of trafficking and smug-
gling that provide the “financial 
lifeblood” to vicious transnational 
cartels.

Trump, who hosted the global 
leaders at a high-level event on 
counter-narcotics at the United 
Nations headquarters here, said il-
licit drugs were linked to organised 
crime, illegal financial flows, corrup-
tion and terrorism.

“The scourge of drug addiction 
continues to claim too many lives in 
the US and the nations around the 
world,” said Trump who was flanked 

by UN Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres and his top UN diplomat 
Nikki Haley, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and National Security Advi-
sor John Bolton.

“It is vital for public health and 
national security that we fight drug 
addiction and stop all forms of traf-
ficking and smuggling that provide 
the financial lifeblood for vicious 
trans-national cartels,” he said.

External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj also attended the high-level 
event hosted by Trump.

India is among the early co-hosts 
of the meeting organised by the US 
on counter-narcotics that is support-
ed by nearly 130 UN member states.

Citing the 2018 World Drug 
Report, Trump stressed that co-

caine and opium production had 
hit record highs and global deaths 
caused by the drug use have in-
creased by 60 per cent from 2000 
to 2015.

He said nations must work to-
gether to dismantle drug production 
and defeat the drug addiction.

Last month, the US had an-
nounced the ‘Global Call to Action 
on the World Drug Problem’, which 
entails reducing drug demand, cut-
ting off supply of illicit drugs and 
expanding treatment and strength-
ening international cooperation.

The President emphasised that if 
nations took steps together, “we can 
save lives of countless people in all 
corners of the world”.

He said the US was taking “ag-

gressive action” to take on this 
scourge by “securing our borders, 
supporting law enforcement” and 
devoting record funding to tackle the 
opioid crisis.

Guterres shared a personal story 
to highlight how the drug issue had 
impacted him as well.

“It is personal. Someone very 
close to me passed away at an un-
bearably young age,” he said as he 
recalled that his sister, who was a 
psychiatrist, had spent many years 
working at a drug treatment centre 
in Lisbon.The UN chief said he saw 
the “heavy toll” it took on her day 
after day as she treated those suffer-
ing so badly.

“I must tell you. I have enormous 
admiration for my sister. I think I 

have done several tough jobs in my 
life. Nothing compares with what I 
have seen her do,” he said.

Guterres made a strong appeal 
for nations to “act now” on the drug 
problem, warning that the “situation 
is alarming”.

In recent years, some 31 million 
people around the world required 
treatment because of their drug 
use. Some 450,000 people die every 
year from overdoses or drug-related 
health issues.

The UN chief voiced concern 
that despite the urgency of the prob-
lem, for every six people around 
the world who need treatment for 
drug use, just one receives it and 
the figure is even lower for women 
drug users.

Algiers, Sep. 24 (IANS): Russian 
Energy Minister Alexander 
Novak has accused the US 
of destabilising the global oil 
market, urging for wider co-
operation between OPEC and 
non-OPEC producers to reach 
long-term stability.

“The sanctions and the 
trade wars imposed by some 
powers will have an impact on 
the global economy and there-
fore on the oil market,” Novak 
said on Sunday in his open-
ing notes at the 10th OPEC 
and non-OPEC Joint Ministe-
rial Monitoring Committee 

(JMMC) in Algiers, the capital 
of Algeria, Xinhua reported.

The Russian Minister was 
referring to the sanctions im-
posed by the US on Iran, a key 
oil producer, while “the trade 
wars” were referring to the on-
going trade conflict between 
the US and China.

Novak also said that when 
the production cut-off agree-
ment reached in Algiers in 
2016 expires at the end of 2018, 
“it will be necessary to think 
carefully to expand our coop-
eration to meet the rising chal-
lenges we face today and in the 

future.”  “While oil markets are, 
for the moment, better off for 
both consumers and produc-
ers, we still have to avoid chal-
lenges that affect both parties,” 
he said.

“All market stakeholders, 
either producers or consum-
ers, are expecting from us to 
consolidate our solidarity and 
the approach we have created 
in order to maintain a long-
term global market balance,” 
the minister concluded.

The JMMC, co-chaired 
by Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
comprises four OPEC mem-

ber countries, namely Algeria, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Ven-
ezuela, and two non-OPEC 
member countries, namely 
Russia and Oman. It aims to 
ensure the achievement of the 
objectives of the Declaration of 
Algiers on reducing oil outputs 
by 1.8 million barrels a day to 
adjust production in the range 
of 32.5 to 33 million barrels per 
day to boost plunging prices. 

Algiers meeting is expected 
to extend the 2016 agreement 
to an additional period to 
maintain prices at the current 
level. 

United Nations, Sep. 24 
(IANS): A statue of Nelson 
Mandela was unveiled at 
the UN headquarters on 
Monday to honour the 
South African President’s 

100th birth anniversary. 
UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres said at 
the ceremony that Man-
dela “embodied the high-
est values of the United 

Nations -- peace, forgive-
ness, compassion and hu-
man dignity”, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

His fight against apart-
heid “marks a landmark 

in human rights and free-
dom”, he added, thank-
ing the South African gov-
ernment for donating the 
statue.

A high-level meet-
ing, the Mandala Peace 
Summit, was scheduled 
for Monday at the UN for 
world leaders to renew 
their commitment to glo-
bal peace, conflict pre-
vention, peace building, 
promotion and protec-
tion of human rights and 
long-term development 
initiatives.

The UN member states 
decided in December 2017 
to hold the meeting to 
mark the 100th anniver-
sary of Mandela’s birth. 

Mandela was born in 
July 1918 and died five 
years ago due to respira-
tory infection. 

He was imprisoned for 
27 years for his role in the 
fight against apartheid 
and became the first black 
President of South Africa.

Jakarta, Sep. 24 (IANS): An 
Indonesian teenager sur-
vived 48 days adrift at sea 
in a floating fish trap before 
he was rescued by a cargo 
vessel and taken to Japan, 
officials said on Monday.

A diplomat from the 
Indonesian consulate in 
Osaka confirmed to Efe 
news that Aldi Novel Adi-
lang, 19, was in good health 
and reunited with his fam-
ily in his hometown, Wori, 
in North Sulawesi province.

Aldi was employed to 
light up a wooden floating 
fish trap - so as to attract 
the fish - around 125 km 
from the North Sulawesi 
coast. Once a week, some-
one would come with pro-
visions for him and take 
away the collected fish.

However, on July 14 
the rope holding the struc-
ture in place broke off and 
strong winds pushed it 
towards the north.

The cargo ship took 
him to Japan and Aldi re-
turned to Indonesia on 
September 8.

Hong Kong, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Hong Kong authorities on 
Monday banned a party 
which openly advocated 
the independence of the 
former British colony from 
the rest of China.

It is now illegal to be 
a member of Hong Kong 
National Party, act on its 
behalf, or raise funds for 
it, according to a notice 
posted by the authorities 
citing legislation under the 
Societies Ordinance. 

Offenders could face 
up to three years in prison 
and fines of up to $12,000, 
reports CNN.

The decision follows 
a call by the Hong Kong 
police in July to outlaw the 
party under the colonial-
era ordinance for posing 
an “imminent threat to 
national security”.

“The Hong Kong Na-
tional Party has a very 
clear agenda to achieve 
its goal of Hong Kong be-
ing made an independent 
republic. Over the two 
years it has planned and 

executed actions to imple-
ment the plan,” Security 
Secretary John Lee said 
on Monday, adding that 
the party has spread ha-
tred against Chinese im-
migrants and advocated 
an “armed revolution” to 
achieve Hong Kong’s inde-
pendence.

Andy Chan, convenor 
of the Hong Kong National 
Party, did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. He has always 
maintained his organiza-
tion is non-violent.

Last  month,  Chan 
gave a hugely scrutinised 
speech at the Foreign Cor-
respondents Club, which 
eventually went ahead de-
spite attempts by the gov-
ernment and other figures 
to pressure the club to drop 
it, and protests by pro-
Beijing groups. “The ban 
violates a range of human 
rights guaranteed to Hong 
Kong people, including 
the rights to freedom of 
association and assembly,” 
she added.

9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, September 25, 2018

AP/PTI

South Africa President Cyril Ramaphosa, left, United Nations General Assembly President Maria Fernanda 
Espinosa, center, and United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres attend the unveiling ceremony of 
the Nelson Mandela Statue which was presented as a gift from the Republic of South Africa, Monday, Sep. 
24, 2018, at United Nations headquarters. 

AP/PTI

Maldivian polling workers open a ballot box to count votes at the end of the presidential election day in Male, Maldives, Sunday, Sept. 23, 
2018. As officials began tabulating votes after the polls closed at 7 p.m., people in the Maldives and observers outside the tiny, tropical South 
Asian country waited for the results to see whether the opposition’s cries of a rigged vote would be validated. 

Maldives strongman 
concedes election defeat

UN has no right to 
interfere in Myanmar 
— Army chief

US-China trade war escalates 
with biggest sets of tariffs

Court summons Sharif, journalist in treason case

Nations must work together to combat drug problem — Trump

Russian minister accuses US of destabilising oil market

Mandela statue unveiled at UN headquarters

Indonesian teen 
survives after 48 
days adrift in sea

Hong Kong bans pro-
independence party
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Singer Britney Spears and her former husband Kevin Federline have 
settled their dispute over child support payments. The “Toxic” singer, 
who had been in dispute with her ex for several months as he wanted 
the amount of child support increased from $20,000 a month to 
$25,000, agreed to increase her monthly payments by “thousands 
more”, reports dailymail.co.uk. More changes in the couple’s new 
agreement are said to have been made, but the deal is being kept 
confidential.  The couple, who has sons Sean, 12, and Jayden, 11, di-
vorced in 2006 after two years of marriage. It was previously claimed 
that Spears believed Federline’s request for more money was to cover 
his other children from two past relationships. (IANS)

Britney Spears settles child support row

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm: III Smoking Barrels 

2.30 pm 8 pm: Batti Gul Meter Chalu 

5.30 pm: The Equalizer 2

P Diddy responds 
to Eminem’s claim 
that he killed Tupac

Muskan Youth Centre holds ‘Top Acts’ season-2

Westlife to reunite after 6 years

Queen Latifah teases 
‘Girls Trip’ sequel

ANTB performs in Shillong

P 
Diddy has reportedly respond-
ed after Eminem claimed that 
he was responsible for ordering 
Tupac’s death – before later 
claiming it was a joke.

Last week, the ongoing feud between 
Machine Gun Kelly and Eminem saw the 
hip-hop titan releasing “Kill Shot”, his lat-
est diss track against Kelly.

But as he dissed Kelly, he also seem-
ingly hinted that Diddy was responsible 
for ordering Tupac’s death in 1996.

Killshot, I will not fail, I’m with the 
Doc still/But this idiot’s boss pops pills 
and tells him he’s got skills/But, Kells, the 
day you put out a hit’s the day Diddy ad-
mits/That he put the hit out that got Pac 
killed,” Eminem raps on the track.

Although the track sees 
Eminem later admit that 

he is just “playin”, it 
provoked imme-

diate fury from 
some of hip-

hop’s leading 
figures.

Jay Elec-
troni-

ca led the backlash against Eminem, 
urging him to “tread carefully”.

““How dare you accuse Diddy of kill-
ing Tupac”, He said. “Puff said it’s in his 
hands and he said I can tell ya. That’s the 
end of that. He said, ‘Yeah, there’s nothing 
to say about it. It’s in my hands.’ He’s wild. 
Period.”

Budden himself was dissed by 
Eminem on ‘Kamikaze’, after he previ-
ously slammed his track ‘Untouchable’ as 
“trash” and “once of the worst songs he’s 
ever heard”.

Although he later attempted to 
respond with his own diss track, he was 
widely mocked by 50 Cent.

Now, Joe Budden 
claims that Diddy 

is aware of the 
reference – and 
he’s planning to 
respond.

“Nothing to 
speculate about. 
Nothing to talk 

about,” Budden 
admitted on a 

recent episode of 
the Joe Budden 

podcast.
nme.

com

T
he Muskan 
Youth Centre 
(MYC) under 
the aegis of  
Family Plan-

ning Association (FPA) 
India Nagaland branch 
held its Sep. edition of 
‘Top Acts’ season-2 on 
Sep. 22 at MYC in Kohima 
with theme ‘Safe Spaces 
for youth’ which was also 
said to be the theme of 
2018 International Youth 
Day.  

Sentisangla Oungth 

won the Best Performer 
Title with her melodious 
voice accompanied by her 
Ukulele.

An update issued on 
Sep. 24 from the Monitor-
ing and Evaluation Of-
ficer FBI India Nagaland 
branch stated that youth 
needs safe spaces where 
they can come together, 
engage in activities related 
to their diverse needs and 
interests, participate in 
decision making proc-
esses and freely express 

themselves. 
‘Safe spaces ensure 

the dignity and safety of 
youth. Safe spaces such as 
civic spaces enable youth 
to engage in governance 
issues; public spaces af-
ford youth the opportuni-
ty to participate in sports 
and other leisure activities 
in the community,’ the 
update informed.

Top Acts is said to be 
a humble programme 
aimed in providing space 
and platform towards the 

young people in show-
casing their skills in any 
performing art.

All 4th Saturdays are 
said to be booked for 
Top Acts at MYC which 
serves as the Reproductive 
Health & Family Planning 
Clinic (RHFPC) Satellite 
Centre during other work-
ing days wherein services 
on Child Immunisation, 
Family Planning coun-
selling and free services 
including Adolescents 
friendly Centre services 

are available in Kohima 
near the NSF Martyrs 
Park.

‘Any young artist 
desirous to participate 
in any of the Top Acts 
edition may simply send 
a short demo of their 
performance and join for 
free on the appointed 4th 
Saturday,’ the released 
mentioned. 

The Sep. edition of 
Top Acts is said to have 
witnessed different genres 
of music and dances 
performed to the cheering 
group of friends and well 
wishers. 

Guest artist “The One 
Destiny” is said to have 
entertained the crowd 
with their brilliant per-
formances. 

Upcoming artist 
Dieze Sothu who is said 
to be the pillar of Top 
Acts encouraged the 
youngsters to pursue 
their dreams and simul-
taneously perform well 
in their studies too. He is 
said to have inspired the 
youngsters by sharing 
about his struggles in 
the music industry and 
motivated the young art-
ist to stay humble despite 
gaining popularity and to 
stay away from tobacco 
or any health hazardeous 
activities.  

EMN

M
etallica bassist 
Robert Trujillo 
explained why he 
and guitarist Kirk 
Hammett were 

happy to take risks with their “Kirk/
Rob Doodle” jams during the 
band’s concerts. Each show sees 
the pair attempting a cover version 
that they’ve selected because of 
its local connections to the place 
they’re playing, with choices having 
included ABBA in Sweden, Bach-
man-Turner Overdrive in Canada, 
Prince in Minnesota and Garbage in 
Wisconsin.

“Sometimes it gets a little bit 
challenging to decide on an artist or 
a song,” Trujillo told Rolling Stone 
in a recent interview. “But when you 
find the right song, it’s really cool. It’s 
a way for Kirk and I to show honor 
and respect to some of the songwrit-
ers in the bands from that particular 
area.”

He reported that the best results 
came when he’d learned lyrics in 
a foreign language. “I’ll sing some 
obscure country song from the 
Czech Republic and I find out that 
this song is something every young 
person grew up with from the late 

‘70s on,” he said. “In Barcelona, we 
did a flamenco song by a Catalan 
artist and people were freaking out. 
It’s the same thing in Helsinki. The 
song we covered was apparently 
the equivalent to the Ramones in 
that country, so you’re striking at an 
emotional connection and it ends 
up being on the national news.”

Trujillo said their approach was 
more relaxed when touring the 

U.S. – as they are now – and they 
could “bust out a classic R&B song, 
a country song, a punk rock song – 
and to me, that’s the beauty of it.” 
He added, “You can’t phone it in. 
You always have to create the ar-
rangement, do the homework; and 
I give it my best shot and I get Kirk 
to mostly give it his best shot, too. 
That’s how we roll.”

Ultimateclassicrock

I
rish pop band Westlife is reunit-
ing for the first time since its last 
performance in 2012.

According to the Irish Sun, the 
members of the band have plan 

to reunite under label Universal Music 
Group.

A source close to the band has said the 
reunion will not include former member 
Brian McFadden as he moved out of the 
band in 2004.

The band has other members like 
Shane Filan, Markus Feehily, Nicky Byrne 
and Kian Egan.

“It’s signed, sealed and delivered and 
it’s definitely happening - and it absolute-
ly does not include Brian McFad-
den.

“The other guys have been lined up to 
return to the studio and record some new 
songs and tour dates have even been or-
ganised, so it’s definitely going ahead this 
time. There’s been a lot of speculation, but 
this time it’s a done deal and contracts 
have been signed,” the source added.

It is also reported that the “Shape of 
you” singer Ed Sheeran has penned down 
the lyrics of the song.

Westlife was one of the UK’s biggest 
boybands, first breaking onto the scene 
in 1999 with “Swear it again”, leading to 13 
UK Number One singles and ten Top Ten 
UK albums.

IANS

Q
ueen Latifah 
said “Girls 
Trip” may 
“definitely” 
be getting a 

sequel soon.
The actor, who starred 

in 2017 breakout com-
edy as Sasha Franklin, 
revealed the main cast - 
Jada Pinkett Smith, Regina 
Hall, Tiffany Haddish and 
her - want to take the 
story ahead.

“There is definitely 
talk of a sequel,” Latifah 
said while appearing on 
“Watch What Happens 
Live recently”.

“We can’t wait to do 
it. We love each other so 
much. I know the writer’s 
deal is done, so it’s being 
written. Our deals are 
being worked out so that 
will be done. It’s really just 
a matter of getting that 
script and let’s go!” 

Directed by Malcolm 
D Lee and scripted by 
duo Kenya Barris and 
Tracy Oliver, “Girls Trip” is 

about four female friends 
who go on a weekend trip 
together to a New Orleans 
music festival. 

Earlier, Jada said that 
a sequel to the film will 
be made following its 
strong showing at the box 
office. It banked over USD 
30 million in its open-
ing weekend. Regina too 
weighed in on the follow-
up, saying the team was 
trying to make a second 
film happen.

PTI

‘A
lobo Naga & The Band’ per-
formed in Shillong for their 
new album after success-
fully playing seven shows 
across Delhi, Chennai and 

Vellore.
An update from the band issued on 

Sep. 24 stated that ANTB playing for a 
packed house at Cloud 9 lounge for Jim 
Beam Recovery in Shillong on Sep. 21. 

The band is said to have performed 
from their upcoming album along 
with their hit songs like, Painted 

Dreams, come back home, Kumsujulo 
etc. and  few covers songs.

The said is said to be currently tour-
ing the country for their pre-promotional 
tour where the band is said to be coming 
out with a very fresh sound. 

ANTB rose to fame in 2012, when 
their song, “Painted Dreams” that won 
them the Best Indian Act at the MTV 
European Music Awards and were also 
nominated for Best Asian/Africa Act at 
the MTV EMA 2012. 

EMN

Artists of Top Acts season-2 pose for the lens along with the organisers after the event, which was held at at MYC in Kohima on Sep. 22.

Robert Trujillo on live jam cover 
versions: ‘You can’t phone it in’
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Players of Foothill United and Phoenix FC vying for the ball during a match at the ongoing TDFA Cup at 
the parade ground in Tuensang on Monday.

The Golden Ball is pictured in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris 
on Fri. Sep. 21.

AP/PTI

FC Barcelona’s Gerard Pique, center right, heads for the ball to score during the Spanish La Liga soccer match 
between against Girona at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain on Sun. Sep. 23.

AP/PTI

Team Europe’s Roger Federer hoists the Laver Cup as he celebrates with teammates after defeating Team World in the Laver Cup tennis 
tournament in Chicago on Sun. Sep. 23.

AP/PTI

Pakistan’s Mohammad Amir, left, looks on as India’s Shikhar Dhawan, 
right, and captain Rohit Sharma run between the wickets during the Asia 
Cup one day international cricket match in Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
on Sep. 23. 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Archery Association (NAA) will be con-
ducting a selection trial in Indian, recurve, 
and compound round on Sep. 28 at the IG 
Stadium in Kohima. General secretary of 
NAA issued a press a press release on Mon. 
Sep. 24. 

The selected archers will represent the 

state to compete in the first North East 
Olympics to be held in Imphal.

Interested archers are therefore in-
formed to contact archery coach Hunezo 
at 7005225979 and report to the archery 
ground at 9 am. Archers are also informed 
to come at their own expense, added the 
press release.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
The 12th edition “Jadonang 
Memorial Football Tourna-
ment” organised by the Ze-
liangrong Football Associa-
tion (ZFA) will commence 
from Nov. 6 at THAU sports 
complex, Thangmeiband in 
Imphal west.

The ZFA issued a press 
release on Mon. Sep. 24 
through it general secretary 
Romeo Palmei.

The tournament is open 
only for Zeme, Liangmai, 
and Rongmei/Kabui(Inpui) 
community residing in the 
states of Assam, Manipur, 
and Nagaland stated the 
press release.

This year’s champions 
will receive a cash prize of 
INR 1 lakh with trophy. The 
runners-up and third place 
will receive INR 50,000 and 
INR 25,000 along with tro-
phy.

Other group and indi-
vidual awards consist of 
“best disciplined team, best 
parade team, best player, 
best keeper, and highest 
scorer”.

Cash prize of INR 10,000 
and INR 5000 each along 
with a cup will be awarded 
to group and individual 
players. 

The press release fur-
ther stated that every Ze-

liangrong villages youth 
club are entitled to sponsor 
not more than one team for 
the tournament.

Entry form will be is-
sued from Oct. 1 till the 20th 
and the last date of submis-
sion of entry form is Oct. 27.

Entry forms can be 
collected from ZFA head 
office, Kakhulong, Pao-
na Bazar, Imphal or from 
Digix cyber Majorkhul, 
Imphal during office hours 
between 10:30 am to 4:30 
pm except on Sunday and 
holidays.

The entry form fee is 
INR 500 while the registra-
tion fee is INR 3000.

France Football launches 
Women’s Ballon d’Or

Already in Asia Cup final, India look to extend dominance

Pique rescues 10-man Barca to draw with 
Girona, Valencia continue to struggle

Jadonang memorial football 
tournament from Nov. 6

Archery selection trial in Kohima Federer, Zverev lead the way as Team Europe retain Laver Cup

TDFA Cup: 8 teams qualify for quarter-final

Paris, Sep. 24 (AP): A wom-
an will win the most pres-
tigious individual trophy 
in soccer for the first time 
this year.

Awarded every year by 
France Football magazine 
since Stanley Matthews 
won it in 1956, the Ballon 
d’Or for the best player of 
the year will be given to 
both a woman and a man 
on Dec. 3 in Paris.

Pascal Ferre, the maga-
zine’s editor in chief, told 
The Associated Press 
women’s soccer has grown 
so much in recent years it 
was a logical step to create 
the new award.

‘’Women’s soccer is a 
booming discipline that 
deserves the same respect 
as men’s soccer,’’ Ferre told 
the AP. ‘’It’s coming to ma-
turity and growing bigger. 
More than 760 million TV 
viewers watched games 
at the last women’s World 
Cup in 2015, this did not 
happen by chance.’’

France Football will 
make an of f ic ia l  an -
nouncement in Tuesday’s 

edition of the magazine.
A list of 15 nominees 

for the prize will be an-
nounced on Oct. 8 along-
side the 30-man selection. 
The players will be selected 
by France Football and 
a panel of international 
journalists specialized in 
women’s soccer will vote 
on a winner.

‘’The jury won’t be the 

same as the jury voting for 
the men,’’ Ferre said. ‘’Only 
experts can vote. I’m con-
fident we will get a jury of 
about 40 journalists, from 
countries where women’s 
soccer is growing.’’

T h e  B a l l o n  d ’ O r 
merged with the FIFA 
World Player of the Year 
award from 2010-15, but 
the magazine and soc-

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Eight football teams from 
across the district, vying 
for the coveted champion-
ship of the Tuensang Dis-
trict Football Association 
(TDFA) Cup, have qualified 
for the quarter-finals which 
is scheduled to be played 
at the parade ground in 
Tuensang.

Excel Naga, 40th As-
sam Rifles, DEF Tuensang, 
Oziepik FC, Donching Yang-
mai, Khiamniungan Sports 
Council, Pisgah United, and 
Vitao Ayie FC have all quali-
fied for the quarter-final 
round.

In the first match on 
Monday, Leipzig Stars FC 

blanked Sonic Stickers 2-0. 
The goals for Leipzig Stars 
FC were scored by Imlong 
and Kelep in the 38th and 
42nd minutes in the second 
half of the match.

In the second match, 
Homers FC beat Mohican 
Boys 2-0 through Lachim 
and Toki in the 40th and 
16th minutes of the second 
half.

In the third match, DEF 
Tuensang blanked Spartan 
FC by 2-0.  The goal for 
DEF Tuensang was scored 
by Samuel and John in the 
12th and 60th minutes.

The last match be-
tween Foothill United FC 
and Phoenix ended in a 2-2 

draw.
Soa Chang and Gopal 

scored for Foothill United 
FC while David and Chume 
scored for Phoenix Rising 
FC.

The Tuensang District 
Football Association Cup 
also witnessed for the first 
time the use of Referee 
headphones (Vphonenet) 
intercom.

Quarter-final matches
1st match: Excel Naga vs 

40th AR
2nd match: DEF Tuensang 

vs Oziepik FC
3rd match: Donching Yang-

mai vs KSC
4th match: Pisgah United 

vs Vitao Ayie FC.

Barcelona, Sep. 24 (Re-
uters): Barcelona’s 100 per-
cent winning start to the 
season came to a halt on 
Sunday when they were 
held to a 2-2 La Liga draw 
by Girona, having been 
reduced to 10 men for the 
final 55 minutes.

The result meant Barca 
lost their two-point advan-
tage over Real Madrid at 
the top of the table, with 
both teams on 13 points 
after five games.

Sevilla compensated 
for last week’s surprise 
home defeat to Getafe by 
resoundingly thrashing 
Levante 6-2 away, Real 
Betis battled back to draw 
2-2 at home to Athletic Bil-
bao and Valencia are still 
without a win after being 
held to a goalless draw at 
Villarreal.

Lionel Messi gave the 
champions the lead in the 
19th minute with a first-
time shot after a layoff 
from Chile international 
Arturo Vidal and came 
close to doubling the lead 
after dancing through a 
maze of defenders but saw 
his shot saved.

Barca’s strong start was 
derailed when defender 
Clement Lenglet was sent 
off 35 minutes into his 
first league start for the 
club after elbowing Pere 
Pons, a decision made 
after referee Jesus Gil Man-
zano consulted the video 
assistant referee ( VAR) 
and which enraged Barca’s 

cer’s governing body split 
two years ago. FIFA also 
awards a trophy to the best 
women’s player.

Ferre said most of the 
female players he spoke 
with about the new Ballon 
d’Or have been enthusi-
astic.

‘’They are thrilled and 
can’t wait for it,’’ Ferre said. 
‘’They are very proud to 
see that the world of soc-
cer considers that women 
should be treated in the 
same respect as men.’’

France Football is also 
launching a new award 
for the best young player 
of the year, the Kopa tro-
phy, named after the late 
Raymond Kopa. The for-
mer Real Madrid attacking 
midfielder who became 
the first French player to 
win the Ballon d’Or back 
in 1958 died last year at 
85. Only former winners 
will be entitled to choose 
the winner from a list of 10 
under-21 players.

The award ceremony 
will be broadcast live in 
more than 120 countries.

Dubai, Sep. 24 (IANS): Hav-
ing already sealed their 
place in the final of the 
Asia Cup with successive 
wins over Bangladesh and 
Pakistan, defending cham-
pions India will now face 
a resurgent Afghanistan in 
the final match of the Su-
per Four stage at the Dubai 
International Cricket Sta-
dium here on Tuesday.

On Sunday, India made 
a mockery of Pakistan’s 
below-par target of 237 
with the opening duo of 
skipper Rohit Sharma and 
Shikhar Dhawan stitching 
together a 210-run stand to 
guide the Men-in-Blue to a 
9-wicket win en-route the 
September 28 final.

India had earlier de-
feated Bangladesh in their 
first Super 4 match, to re-
main as the only unbeaten 
team in the tournament 
so far.

Going in to Tuesday’s 
tie, India will aiming to 
continue their dominance 
over the Asian newbies, 
who have managed to give 
a tough fight in their nar-
row defeats to the likes of 
Pakistan and Bangladesh 
in their Super Four clashes.

While Pakistan man-
aged to win a last-over 
thriller over the Afghans by 

Chicago, Sep. 24 (Reuters): Roger 
Federer and Alexander Zverev won 
clutch singles matches as Team Eu-
rope beat Team World 13-8 to retain 
the Laver Cup on the third and final 
day of action in the international 
tournament in Chicago on Sunday.

Federer’s hardfought 6-7(5) 
7-6(8) 10-7 victory over American 
John Isner put the Europeans just 
three points from their victory tar-
get and Zverev got them there with 
a 6-7(3) 7-5 10-7 win over Kevin 
Anderson.

German Zverev needed to be at 
his sharpest to get past the South 
African stalwart but won the final 
five points of the third set tie-break 
to ensure Europe would keep the 
trophy they won at the inaugural 
event in Prague last year.

“It was such a close match all 
around, not only this one but all 
weekend, a few points here and 
there and it could have been differ-
ent,” said Zverev.

“I’m just happy to get the win 
and we defended the title, that’s the 
most important thing.”

It was fitting that 21-year-old 
Zverev punctuated the triumph for 
Europe by conquering Anderson, 
one of the most formidable players 
of the tournament.

Anderson had teamed up with 
American Jack Sock to knock off 
Federer and Novak Djokovic in 

players and supporters.
Girona took advantage 

of the situation right be-
fore the interval when 
Cristhian Stuani freed 
himself from Ge-
rard Pique and 
Sergio Busquets 
with an impres-
sive piece of con-
trol and fired past 
Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen.

Ur u g u a y a n 
str iker  Stuani 
scored again on 
the rebound in the 51st to 
give Girona, playing only 
their second season in 
Spain’s top flight, an un-
likely lead.

The Catalans con-
tinued to dominate pro-
ceedings despite their 

numerical disadvan-
tage and they al-
most equalised 

w h e n  Me s s i 
s e n t  a  f re e 
kick crashing 
against  the 

crossbar.
Pique headed in 

the leveller in 
the 63rd min-
ute by climb-
ing above two 

defenders to meet 
a scrappy, deflected cross 
from Luis Suarez after 
coach Ernesto Valverde 
had put on Ivan Rakitic 

and Philippe Coutinho for 
the underperforming Vidal 
and Arthur.

Girona coped admira-
bly with Barca’s onslaught 
for the remainder of the 
game, keeping their heads 
under the pressure and 
forcing the champions to 
resort to long-range shots 
which failed to trouble 
impressive visiting goal-
keeper Bono.

“The sending-off con-
ditioned the game a lot 
and we had the bad luck 
to concede right at the end 
of the first half, it affected 
us a lot and we couldn’t 
turn it around,” said Barca 
coach Ernesto Valverde, 

questioning the decision 
to dismiss Lenglet.

“It’s the first sending-
off where I’ve seen the 
player who received the 
foul apologised. I sup-
pose VAR will do it justice 
but I have the sensation it 
wasn’t a sending-off; there 
may have been an impact 
but I don’t think it was ag-
gressive at all. It’s a foul by 
the opponent.”

Sevilla’s French for-
ward Wissam Ben Yed-
der scored a hat-trick in 
the drubbing of Levante 
to make it five goals in 
his last two appearances, 
following his double in 
a 5-1 thrashing of Stan-
dard Liege in the Europa 
League on Thursday.

Valencia’s hapless start 
to the campaign contin-
ued as captain Dani Parejo 
and coach Marcelino were 
both sent off in an ill-tem-
pered stalemate at neigh-
bours Villarreal, coming 
on the back of a 2-0 Cham-
pions League defeat at 
home to Juventus.

Valencia  assistant 
coach Ruben Uria, how-
ever, praised his side for 
holding on for the draw 
with 10 men.

 “We deserved more 
during the game, we went 
for the victory and de-
served to get it even with 
10 men,” he said.

“We may not have won 
a game yet but the group is 
strong and mentally we are 
fine. There’s no problem.”

doubles on day one, then defeated 
Djokovic in a singles contest on 
Saturday.

On Sunday, John McEnroe’s 
Team World had taken their first 
lead of the tournament at 8-7 after 
the opening doubles when Sock 
and Isner slipped past Federer and 
Zverev 4-6 7-6(2) 11-9.

Federer needed to save three 
match points to disarm Isner’s big 

serve and take the day’s opening 
singles contest, which like all of 
Sunday’s matches was worth three 
points.

The World Team needed to win 
one of the first two singles matches 
to take the tournament down to 
the final singles clash between 
Djokovic and Australian Nick Kyr-
gios but Zverev’s victory ensured it 
was not required.

Grigor Dimitrov, David Goffin 
and Kyle Edmund were the other 
members of the triumphant team 
led by Swedish great Bjorn Borg.

“It’s been an unbelievable 
week,” said Borg. “I’m very proud 
of my team, we knew it’s going to 
be very difficult to beat Team World 
with John as the captain. He has 
a great team, they’re very profes-
sional.”

3 wickets, Bangladesh on 
Sunday pipped Afghani-
stan by 3 runs to set up a 
virtual semi-final with Paki-
stan on Wednesday.

Aware of the threat the 
Afghans could pose, de-
spite being an inconse-
quential tie for the Men-in-
Blue, Rohit Sharma and the 
team management could 
opt to rest some of the main 
players ahead of the final 
and test the bench.

In such a scenario, 

Lokesh Rahul and Manish 
Pandey could get a look-in 
in the middle order while 
medium pacers Siddharth 
Kaul and Deepak Chahar 
could come in to give Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar and Jas-
prit Bumrah much-needed 
rest before the final.

India is unlikely to tickle 
with their opening com-
bination, which has been 
a thorn in the opposition’s 
ranks throughout the tour-
nament while the middle 

order, comprising Ambati 
Rayudu, Dinesh Karthik, 
Kedar Jadhav and Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni seems to 
be in decent form.

All-rounder Ravindra 
Jadeja will lead the spin de-
partment that includes the 
wrist spin duo of Yuzvendra 
Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav. 
On the other hand, having 
lost both their Super Four 
matches so far, Afghanistan 
are already out of conten-
tion for the final but their 
performances have surely 
won a million hearts.

Afghanistan will be 
once again banking on 
their strong batting to put 
a big total on the board 
before unleashing their 
spin trio of Mohammmed 
Nabi, Mujeeb Ur Rahman 
and Rashid Khan to have 
a go at the mighty Indian 
line-up.

Afghanistan’s one ma-
jor concern will be their 
lack of experience to han-
dle high pressure situa-
tions, that led them to two 
narrow losses in the Super 
Four stage. With nothing 
to lose, the Afghans will be 
aiming to end the tourna-
ment on a high but it will 
surely be a hard nut to 
crack, considering India’s 
current red-hot form.



that was it as the team was 
battered by the likes of in-
dividual player Gideon Leo 
during the match.

Up next, Friends United 
will now take on Monsang 

Students Union, Manipur 
in the next round 
on Oct. 1.

Whi le  in  the 
s e c o n d  m a t c h , 
Kohima Science College 

defeated Lower Jail Youth 
Organisation 4-2 
via penalty shoot-
out after the match 
ended in a 1-1 draw.

LWYO goalkeeper Tem-

Wuhan (China), Sep. 24 
(IANS): Australias Daria 
Gavrilova defeated Jelena 
Ostapenko of Latvia in 
straight sets in the first 
round of the Wuhan Open 
here on Monday. The world 
number 33, who represent-
ed Russia until emigrating to 
Australia in 2015, dismissed 
the Latvian 10th seed 6-2, 
6-4 to complete one of the 
biggest upsets of the tourna-
ment so far, reports Efe.

Ostapenko, the 2017 
French Open winner, was 
second best in every cat-
egory, particularly on her 
first serve where she per-
formed 20 percent worse 
than Gavrilova.
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MARTYRS 
TROPHY

Gideon Leo fires Friends United to 
victory, Kohima Science College wins

Australia closes probe into Moeen sledge claim

Mbappe loses appeal against three-match ban

Vijay Hazare Trophy: Uttarakhand 
beat Nagaland by six wickets

Gavrilova upsets Ostapenko 
in Wuhan Open 1st Round

Naga lads win at X1 International MMA eventPogba takes aim at Mourinho's negative tactics

Injured Indian yachtsman plucked to safety from remote ocean

EM Images

Players of Kohima Science College, in white, and Lower Jail Youth Organisation in action during their preliminary 
match at the Kohima local ground on Monday.

Jose Mourinho and Paul Pogba

Abhilash Tomy, a competitor in the Golden Globe round-the-world 
race, was badly injured during a storm that damaged his vessel and 
snapped its mast on Friday as he sailed through an a remote stretch 
of the Indian Ocean.

Paris Saint-Germain forward Kylian Mbappe was one of the stars of the World Cup, but let his temper get 
the better of him against Nimes on September 1.

(L to R) Hemavi Ayemi (coach) Mairidin Newmai (fighter) Matsung Ozukum (fighter) Arsenba Ozukum (fighter) Kekhrieneitso Angami (fighter) 
Imkongsunep Jamir (coach), and Victor Angami (coach)

Moeen Ali

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Gideon Leo scored three 
goals as Friends United 
New Market team thrashed 
Thurutsuswumi Students 
Union 5-1 during the on-
going 19th NSF Martyrs' 
memorial trophy organised 
by Angami Students' Union 
on Monday.

Gideon Leo’s hat-trick 
and Thejaselie Terhuja’s 
brace was enough for the 
team to register a convinc-
ing victory over Phek team 
during their first match in 
the tournament.

Gideon Leo who is in 
top form this year playing 
for New Market FC reg-
istered his entry into the 
NSF trophy by scoring a 
hat-trick for Friends United 
team.

His goal came in the 
9th, 30th and 61st minute, 
while Thejaselie Terhuja 
scored in the 28th minute 
and 81st minute.

Verazo of Thurutsus-
wumi scored a consolation 
goal in the 32nd minute but 

sukokba made some cru-
cial saves in the first half 
for the team to keep the 
team pushing for the goal 
but a minute of brilliance 
from Kheleto Zutso’s header 
gifted KSC the lead.   

KJC winger B Hruzhuk-
ho cross found the striker 
Kheleto Zutso inside the 
area as he headed home in 
the 40th minute to give the 
lead for Kohima Science 
College.

In the second half, SJC 
were comfortably dominat-
ing the game but Sancho 
gave the lifeline in the 76th 
minute when he headed the 
equaliser through Kevin-
goto’s cross and the match 
ended in a stalemate.

During the penalty 
shootout, the goalkeeper 
of SJC Allong made two 
crucial saves to help the 
team win 4-2 and knock 
their opponent out of the 
tournament.

The win means KJC will 
now face Tiema Khe Kidima 
on October 2 in the next 
round.

New Delhi, Sep. 24 (AFP): A 
solo Indian sailor adrift at 
sea thousands of kilometres 
(miles) from dry land with a 
serious back injury was safe-
ly rescued from his stricken 
yacht Monday after an inter-
national search effort.

Abhilash Tomy, a com-
petitor in the Golden Globe 
round-the-world race, was 
badly injured during a storm 
that damaged his vessel and 
put its mast out of action on 
Friday as he sailed through a 
remote stretch of the Indian 
Ocean.

Adrift some 3,500 ki-
lometres (2,200 miles) 
from western Australia, 
the 39-year-old navy com-

mander had been confined 
to his bunk and unable to 
move.

But Indian and Austra-
lian officials said a French 
fisheries patrol vessel in-
volved in the international 
rescue mission had recov-
ered the sailor "in a stable 
condition".

"A sense of relief to know 
that naval officer @abh-
ilashtomy is rescued by the 
French fishing vessel. He's 
conscious and doing okay," 
Indian Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman posted 
on Twitter.

The Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority (AMSA) 
said Tomy would be trans-

ferred to a nearby Indian 
Ocean island, Ile Amster-
dam, for medical treatment.

An Indian naval ship 
would later transfer Tomy 
to Mauritus, according to 
Sitharaman.

Rescuers had been un-
able to make direct contact 
with Tomy as his main sat-
ellite phone was damaged, 
and his injury meant he was 
unable to reach a second 
satellite phone or his hand-
held VHF radio.

Two P8 Poseidons -- one 
from the Royal Australian Air 
Force and another from the 
Indian Armed Forces -- flew 
over the yacht Sunday.
Damaged and dismasted 

Sydney, Sep. 24 (Reuters): 
Cricket Australia has closed 
its investigation into Eng-
land all-rounder Moeen 
Ali’s claim that he was 
called “Osama” by a rival 

player during an Ashes test 
in 2015 after finding no new 
details, a CA spokesperson 
said on Monday.

Moeen made the allega-
tion in his autobiography, 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 23: Three 
fighters training out of The 
Combat Academy Naga-
land won against fighters 
from outside the state in 
the recently concluded X1 
International Mixed Mar-
tial Arts MMA event which 

was held on Sep. 22-23 in 
Shillong.

In the bantamweight 
division (61.3kg) Mairidin 
Newmai beat Purushottam 
Prabhakar from Mumbai in 
via submission (rear naked 
choke) at 2:30 minutes of 
round 1.

Arsenba Ozukum beat 
Bibet Warjri from Shillong 
in their flyweight division 
(57kg) bout via submission 
(rear naked choke) at 1:19 
minutes of round 1.

In the featherweight 
division (65.7kg) Kekhri-
eneitso Angami beat Win-

ner Talang from Shillong 
via submission (rear naked 
choke) at 1:43 minutes of 
round 1.

Matsung Ozukum lost 
to Carnold Marboh from 
Shillong in their Flyweight 
division (57kg) bout via 
majority decision.

which was being serialised 
in The Times newspaper, 
saying the apparent refer-
ence to Islamist militant 
Osama bin Laden came 
during his Ashes debut in 
Cardiff.

"We have fol lowed 
up with the ECB (English 
board) and our team man-
agement and confirmed 
that the incident was in-
vestigated at the time, with 
a response provided to 
Moeen," a CA spokesman 
told www.cricket.com.au

“Moeen elected not to 
progress the matter any 
further and we have not 
been able to ascertain any 
new additional evidence 
through our enquiries.

“As such, the matter is 
considered closed.”

Paris, Sep. 24 (AFP): France World Cup 
star Kylian Mbappe will sit out one further 
league game for Paris Saint-Germain after 
losing an appeal against a three-match 
suspension Monday.

Mbappe, 19, was handed the sanction 
for lashing out in retaliation at Teji Sava-
nier during a feisty 4-2 win at Nimes on 
September 1.

Savanier was handed a four-match ban 
for his role in the incident, a sanction that 
was also confirmed following appeals by 
both players, the French Football Federa-
tion (FFF) announced.

Mbappe, who is being tipped to win the 
prestigious Ballon d'Or award in December, 
notably on account of his performances for 

Les Bleus in Russia last summer, has served 
two of his three matches so far.

He sat out a 4-0 home win over Saint 
Etienne and again on Sunday as PSG beat 
Rennes 3-1 away to reinforce their lead at 
the top of the table.

Mbappe will sit out PSG's next league 
outing, at home to Reims on Wednesday, 
and will be eligible to return for PSG's trip 
to Nice on Saturday.

He did play and score in PSG's Champi-
ons League defeat at Liverpool last Tuesday 
as the suspension does not cover European 
games.

PSG hold a five-point lead over second-
placed Lille after six league games of the 
season.

London, Sep. 24 (AFP): Paul 
Pogba launched a blistering 
critique of Manchester Unit-
ed's defensive-minded tac-
tics in Saturday's draw with 
Wolverhampton Wanderers, 
which is likely to infuriate 
manager Jose Mourinho.

The 25-year-old French 
World Cup winning mid-
fielder said there were no 
excuses for not attacking in 
home games.

The draw -- played out 
in front of legendary former 

manager Alex Ferguson who 
made his first appearance at 
a match since undergoing 
emergency brain surgery 
in May -- left United in sev-
enth, eight points behind 
leaders Liverpool.

"We are at home and 
we should play much better 
against Wolves. We are here 
to attack," Pogba told the 
media after the match.

"When we play like 
(that) it's easier for us."

Asked what is stopping 

United attacking more, 
Pogba said: "I can't tell you 
because I'm a player. It's 
not me."

Pogba's criticism comes 
shortly after it appeared 
that he and Mourinho were 
mending their rift, with the 
Portuguese manager saying 
on Friday that success at 
the World Cup had sparked 
Pogba into performing well.

Pogba, who hasn't lived 
up to expectations since 
his then world record £89 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): Nagaland cricket 
team suffered the second defeat in the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy after Uttarakhand overpow-
ered Nagaland by 6 wickets at the Motibagh 
Stadium in Vadodara in Gujarat on Monday.

The defeat means Nagaland has so far 
won two matches and lost two in their first 
class cricket debut.

In the match, Uttarakhand opted to field 
first and Nagaland managed to score 206/9 
in 50 overs as former Karnataka batsmen 
Abrar Kazi half century (75* off 96 balls) 
steered Nagaland team to reach the 200 
runs mark.

Wicketkeeper KB Pawan who scored a 
century in the last match was trapped lbw 
by Deepak Dhapola for 7 runs.

Opening batsmen Nitesh Lochab con-
tributed 24 runs, captain Rongsen Jonathan 
scored 33 runs in 38 balls, while Ravi Mau-

rya scored 20 runs in 22 balls to set a target 
of 207 runs.

Deepak Dhapola claimed 4 wickets 
while Mayank Mishra took 2 wickets for 
Uttarkhand.

In reply, captain R Bhatia not out (31 of 
50 balls) and wicketkeeper SA Rawat not 
out (60 off 46 balls) helped Uttarakhand 
team win by 6 wickets with 18 balls remain-
ing.

Lemtur took two important wickets of 
Pawan Suyal who scored 43 off 97 balls and 
Vaibhav Singh who scored 63 off 85 balls.

Pawan Suyal and Imliwati Lemtur took 
two wickets each for Nagaland.

Up next, Nagaland will play against 
Puducherry on Sep. 28.  

Brief score: Uttarakhand 210/4 in 47 
overs (Panwar 63, Rawat 60*) beat Nagaland 
206/9 in 50 overs (Kazi 75*) by six wickets.  
Points: Uttarakhand-4, Nagaland-0.

Fears had been growing for 
Tomy's safety as conditions 
in the isolated region can 
be treacherous, with strong 
winds and high waves buf-
feting the yacht and rescue 
vessels.

AMSA search and rescue 
mission coordinator Phil 
Gaden said the yacht was 
dismasted and damaged in 
Friday's squall, with equip-
ment hanging over the side.

Though upright and 
adrift, he said the vessel was 
at the mercy of the sea and 
waves and could be com-
promised at any moment.

As the days wore by, his 
family grew increasingly 
concerned for the experi-

enced yachtsman.
"Abhilash has done long 

voyages before, but we re-
mained in touch through 
satellite phones and inter-
net chats," his wife Urmi 
told the Indian newspaper 
Business Standard before 
his rescue.

"The separation on this 
voyage has been tough. But 
all that matters now is to 
rescue him unharmed."

The Golden Globe Race 
involves a gruelling 30,000-
mile solo circumnaviga-
tion of the globe in yachts 
similar to those used in the 
first race 50 years ago, with 
no modern technology al-
lowed except the commu-

nications equipment.
Tomy's own yacht is a 

replica of Robin Knox-John-
ston's Suhaili, winner of the 
first Golden Globe Race.

He also helped train 
the all-woman crew of the 
Indian Navy’s sailing vessel 
Tarini, which created his-
tory by circumnavigating 
the globe in a gruelling 254-
day voyage.

"He has been an inspi-
ration and hope for millions 
of Indians who dream big 
and want to achieve their 
goals," Lieutenant Com-
mander Vartika Joshi, one 
of the Tarini's crew, told the 
Hindustan Times news-
paper.

The Australian capital-
ised on her opponent's no-
toriously aggressive style, 
making fewer unforced er-
rors (19 to Ostapenko's 33) 
on her way to the straight-
sets win. Gavrilova moves 
on to the Round of 32 to 
face either Barbora Strycova 
of the Czech Republic or 
France's Alizé Cornet.

Daria Gavrilova

million ($116 million) move 
from Juventus in 2016, had 
been angered by Mourinho's 
remarks in July that he had 
played much better at the 
World Cup because he was 
not surrounded by his en-
tourage.

"I think teams are scared 
when they see Manchester 
United attacking and attack-
ing. That was our mistake," 
said Pogba.

"Maybe the attitude 
should be better and we 
should play better because, 
again, we are at Old Trafford 
and we should just attack 
and press like we did against 
Tottenham, Liverpool, Chel-
sea and Arsenal last season."

Pogba laughed when it 
was put to him were United 
lacking pace and mobility.

"I'm not the manager, 
I cannot say that," he said.

"Obviously we should 
show more options but I 
cannot say that because I’m 
a player.

"That's my way of think-
ing — we should move bet-
ter, yeah."


