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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 23 (EMN): The re-
port of the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General of India (CAG) on 
Nagaland’s finances for the year 
ending March 31 2017, which was 
presented in the Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly has underscored 
that timely submission of Utilisa-
tion Certificates (UCs) as a major 
area of worry for Nagaland. 

According to the CAG, at the 
end of March 2017, 286 UC involv-
ing an aggregate financial amount 
of INR 909.61 cr. were pending for 
submission even after a lapse of 
one to six years from various de-
partments. According to financial 
rules, UCs should be obtained by 
the departmental officers from the 
grantees for the grants provided for 
specific purposes; they should be 
forwarded to the Accountant Gen-
eral (Accounts & Entitlement) after 
verification, within 12 months 
from the date of their sanction un-
less specified otherwise.

There is an increase of 182 
UC and funds amounting to INR 
691.96 cr. in just a span of two 
years. The CAG highlighted that 
104 UC involving an aggregate 
amount of Rs.217.65 cr. from dif-
ferent departments was pending 
for submission even after a lapse 
of 1-5 years. 

The department of School Ed-
ucation tops the list in outstanding 
UC with a total 31 UC worth INR 
142.19 cr. while the Health and 
Family Welfare department has 
15 outstanding UC involving INR 
90.9 cr.; Rural Development also 
has 15 pending UC for INR 90.8 

cr.; Social Security and Welfare 20 
UC for INR 54 cr.; Cooperation has 
five outstanding UC for INR 38.6 
cr.; Youth Resources and Sports 
with 15 pending UC for INR 21.2 
cr.; Fisheries with five UC for INR 
3.15 cr.; and a total 190 UC from 
other departments involving INR 
468.8 cr.

The report has pointed out 
that in the absence of UC it could 
not be ascertained if the recipients 
had used the grant for the purpose 
for which they were given. Noting 
that the departments had pro-
vided different sets of figures for 

outstanding UC thereby resulting 
in difference between the position 
of outstanding UC furnished by 
the departments and those given 
in the Finance Accounts, it high-
lighted the need to reconcile the 
difference.
Only 10% use from INR 38.78 cr. 
drawn by depts.  

The CAG report has also re-
vealed that INR 38.78 cr. was 
drawn by 14 departments during 
the year 2016-17 for implemen-
tation of schemes, out of which 
the departments had used only 

INR 4.19 cr. (10.8 percent) during 
said financial year. The remaining 
funds of INR 32.18 cr. was kept in 
civil deposit and INR 2.41 cr. in 
current bank accounts. 

The departments are Gen-
eral Manager NST, Election, YRS, 
directorate of Science and Tech-
nology, Labour, Urban Develop-
ment, Technical Education, Art 
and Culture, Evaluation, and IT 
&C, Commissioner of Taxes, Trans-
port Commissioner, CE Irrigation 
and Flood Control, and director of 
Sericulture.

Continued on page-4

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Political leaders and work-
ers from across party lines 
besides community lead-
ers, and well wishers and 
relatives received the mor-
tal remains of Imtikum-
zuk Longkumer, advisor of 
Horticulture and Excise, at 
Dimapur airport on Sunday 
afternoon, September 23.

Longkumer passed 
away at Apollo Hospital in 
New Delhi, while undergo-
ing medical treatment for a 
renal ailment on Septem-
ber 22.

Leading the gathering 
in paying tributes to the 
demised legislator, Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio re-
called his association with 
Imtikumzuk Longkum-
er as a friend, colleague, 
and a gentleman of few 
words who always meant 
what he said. Also recalling 
the friendship between 
Tuophema and Ungma 
villages besides his asso-
ciation with Imtikumzuk at 
the political level, Rio said 
that he had high respect for 
the departed leader with 
whom he shared trust, zeal, 
and vision. 

Rio said to have met 
Imtikumzuk, his wife and 
sister in Delhi recently 
while the latter was un-
dergoing treatment. He re-
called the departed leader’s 
cheerful nature, and said 
to have admired his eager-
ness to return to Nagaland 
and work for the people. 

Rio said to be touched 
by the kind words of Ung-
ma villagers who told him 
that they had faith in his 
leadership when he visited 
the village this year during 
the Lok Sabha by-poll elec-
tion campaign.

“During the time that 
we worked together in the 
party and the government, 
I have never heard any 
complaints from him. I 
have only heard words of 
gratitude from him. It is 
very sad indeed,” Rio stated 
and assured that he and 
his colleagues will always 
be there for Longkumer’s 
family.

“I want to tell you that 
you are not alone. We are 
with you. Though we could 

not do anything more for 
him as he is no more, we 
will be with you in the 
times to come. We will 
share your problems and 
joys. Let us trust in God so 
that the living will continue 
to live with hope in Christ. 
I say this with confidence 
that my colleagues and my 
party are with me,” Rio told 
the family members.  

Paying rich tributes to 
Imtikumzuk, Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) President 
Chingwang Konyak re-
called his association with 
Longkumer since the ‘90s.

“I have known Imti-
kumzuk since the 90s when 
I was president of the NPCC 
(Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee) and he 
was then Congress youth 
president of Aonglenden 
assembly constituency. He 
was very active and rose to 
the present position from 
the grassroots,” Chingwang 
said. 

Chingwang described 
Imtikumzuk as an upright 
and promising leader, and 
said that his untimely de-
mise was a loss not only for 
the constituency but for 
the party for his enthusi-
asm and courage to build 
the party with utmost loy-
alty and dedication.

Minister of Higher 
and Technical Education 
Temjen Imna Along also 
paid tributes. 

“We can only feel the 
hurt and the pain but we 
do not know how to feel 
the loss the family has suf-
fered. My heart goes out 
to them for the loss of a 
father, who always listened 
to his children and a simple 
husband,” Along lamented.

The minister thanked 
Leader of Opposition TR 
Zeliang and his family 
members and all the legis-
lators from the opposition, 
the Naga People’s Front, 
who came forward to ex-
press their solidarity and 
help in Delhi and Dimapur.

Expressing solidarity 
with Ungma village, Along 
prayed that God would 
bless them with more lead-
ers from the soil like Imti-
kumzuk Longkumer.

Leaders of the Ao Sen-
so Telongjem of Dimapur 
(ASTD) also paid tributes 
and thanked the Ungma 
Senso Telongjem of Di-
mapur (USTD) for the time 
given to honour the de-
parted leader. The ASTD 
said that the demise of 
Longkumer was a great loss 
for the Ao community and 
the Naga people.

Speaking on behalf of 
the USTD, Ungma Village 
Council and Ungma Bap-
tist Church, Supulepden 
Jamir conveyed gratitude 
to all who came forward to 
help and show their con-
cern during the time of loss 
and sorrow. 

In expressing gratitude 
to all well-wishers and all 
those who came forward to 
help, Imkongzenla, wife of 
late Imtikumzuk, thanked 
God for the strength they 
received. She thanked 
Imna Along, PRO to chief 
minister Rusemtong Long-
kumer, officials of Naga-
land House, and students 
in Delhi, among others 
for their efforts to ensure 
early transportation of the 
mortal remains back to 
Nagaland. 

Also speaking at the 
service, Imtikumzuk’s 
daughter said it would not 
have been so easy to bring 
back her father’s mortal re-
mains without the help of 
all those who came forward 
in their time of tragedy. She 
described her father as the 
most wonderful and hum-
ble person she ever knew. 
“He lives on in our hearts. 
The only thing that keeps 
us going is the fact that one 
day we will be together 
again,” she added.

The service was pre-
sided over by Imnatoshi 
Longkumer, pastor of the 
Dimapur Ao Baptist Arogo. 
He stated that Imtikumzuk 
would be missed. Beyond 
the natural sorrow of losing 
a loved one though, he said 
in encouragement, there is 
the supernatural joy that 
comes from knowing the 
reality of Jesus, the reality 
of God’s love, the reality of 
eternity and above all the 
reality of future reunion. 

Continued on page-4

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 23: In what 
seems like an administra-
tive failure from the Union 
government, a Nigerian 
national Nweze Raymond 
Chinenyeuba is still lan-
guishing in the district 
sub-jail in Dimapur. He 
completed his prison term 
on May 25 2017 but has 
been confined in the jail 
since the past 16 months 
because the Union gov-
ernment still hasn’t sent a 
deportation order. 

Nweze was a garment 
trader who reportedly 
came to India on June 10 
2016 for business purpose. 
He supposedly rented a 
house at Tiruppur in Tamil 
Nadu and kept visiting 
several cities for business 
purposes.

Raymond was appre-
hended on September 7 
2016 at around 6 am when 
he was arriving from Gu-
wahati by a night super bus 
to New Field Police check 
gate in Dimapur according 
to a charge sheet from the 
court of the chief judicial 
magistrate (CJM), Ajongba 
Imchen.

The charge sheet men-
tioned that during exami-
nation of the travel docu-
ments, police found that 
Nweze was not in posses-
sion of valid visa except 
a photocopy of passport. 
Accordingly, the incharge 
of the police gate lodged 
an FIR against him for con-
travention of the provision 
of Foreigners Act 1946. The 
CJM sentenced Nweze to 
simple imprisonment for 
a period of eight months 
17 days.

In a petition appended 
by Nweze to the minis-
try of External Affairs, it 
stated, “On completion of 
my term dated 25-5-2017, 
the CJM informed that 
my sentence term is over 
and said that my case had 
been dismissed and I shall 
be deported to my native 
land, Nigeria. I was daily 
awaiting the news of my 

deportation, but instead I 
was forwarded to Dimapur 
sub-jail and since May 25, 
2017 I have been illegally 
detained in the same jail 
and it is almost 16 months 
now.” 

It was in Dimapur sub-
jail that a Dimapur-based 
citizen, S Solomon Shaikh, 
who identified himself as 
a “human rights activist,” 
came to know of Nweze’s 
predicament.  Conse-
quently, Shaikh moved 
representations before the 
Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) and Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
seeking for Nweze’s depor-
tation order. 

Receiving no response 
from the Central Govern-
ment, Shaikh moved a ha-
beas corpus petition on 

behalf of Nweze, in the Su-
preme Court on Septem-
ber 6 seeking his immedi-
ate release from detention 
and deportation to Nigeria, 
while also mentioning that 
Nweze was being illegally 
detained in contravention 
of CJM’s order.

It was also pointed out 
in the petition that Nweze’s 
mother passed away in 
June 2017 and father 
passed away in October 
2017. As per the family cus-
toms of Nweze, the eldest 
one has to perform the last 
rites of parents. Since he 
could not go to Nigeria, the 
mortal remains of his par-
ents are still lying in mor-
tuary of the state hospital 
in Ebony, Nigeria awaiting 
his arrival to perform the 
last rites.

“Do we have to regu-
larly appeal High Court or 
Supreme Court of India to 
release prisoners languish-
ing in Indian jails despite 
completion of their jail 
terms? Cant our big boys 
in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and External Af-
fairs fulfill their duties and 
responsibilities?” Shaikh 
queried during an interac-
tion with Eastern Mirror. 
Due to administrative fail-
ure, Nweze is still in jail, he 
stated. 

Considering the peti-
tion, the Supreme Court on 
September 20 directed the 
ministry of home affairs 
and ministry of external 
affairs to consider the re-
quest for release and de-
portation of Nweze within 
a period of four weeks 
who is still in jail after a Di-
mapur local court ordered 
his release in May 2017.

“Does a supreme court 
need 16 months to send an 
order?” Shaikh questioned, 
while adding that it should 
take them only two weeks.

However, on Septem-
ber 21 after the apex court 
order, Shaikh tweeted: “We 
Indians fought for this man 
#NigerianNationalRay-
mond. When he goes back 
home; he can say to his 
people that though the 
Indian govt. authorities 
failed and due to them he 
suffered but Indians stood 
tall and strong for his free-
dom.” 

Shaikh told Eastern 
Mirror that the MHA and 
MEA will be receiving the 
Supreme Court order on 
September23. He added 
that in Nagaland, he would 
be delivering the order let-
ter to the home secretary 
and also to the jail super-
intendent.

“I would like to request 
the government of Naga-
land to do the needful and 
deport Nweze once the or-
der copy from the Supreme 
Court reaches the home 
secretary of Nagaland,” 
Shaikh entreated. 

Ranchi, Sep. 23 (IANS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Sunday 
launched the 'Ayushman Bharat - 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana 
(AB-PMJAY)' here, hailing it as the 
"world’s biggest state-run healthcare 
scheme".

Launching the scheme, Modi 
said the intended beneficiaries out-
number the total population of the 
European Union or that of the USA, 
Canada and Mexico put together. 

Modi said that the scheme, which 
targets more than 50 crore people, 
will be a subject for research for 
medical and social scientists and a 
model for the world to follow. He had 
announced AB-PMJAY in his Inde-

pendence Day speech.
Without taking names, Modi used 

the occasion to target the Congress 
for "using schemes for the sake of 
vote-bank politics".

"Since long, we have been hear-
ing the slogan of ‘gareebi hatao' 
(abolish poverty) but they only in-
dulged in politics of poverty, politics 
of vote bank. They were only giving 
out freebies to the poor instead of 
empowering them.

Modi also laid the foundation 
stone of medical colleges at Chaibasa 
and Koderma in Ranchi, and distrib-
uted e-card, a unique helath identity 
card, to the beneficiaries of PMJAY.

Jharkhand Governor Draupadi 

Murmu, Chief Minister Raghubar 
Das and Union Ministers J.P. Nadda 
and Jayant Sinha were present on the 
occasion. 

The scheme will provide a cover 
of up to Rs 5 lakh per family per 
year, for secondary and tertiary care 
hospitalisation through a network of 
Empanelled Health Care Providers 
(EHCP).

The EHCP network will provide 
cashless and paperless access to 
services for the beneficiaries at both 
public and private hospitals. 

The services will include 1,350 
procedures covering pre- and post-
hospitalisation, diagnostics and 
medicines.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The Bombay Stock Ex-
change (BSE) on Sunday 
donated INR five lac to the 
chief minister’s relief fund. 
A cheque of the donation 
was handed over to Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio by 
BSE executive Surajit Ban-
erjee. 

Likewise, the Dimapur 
unit of the All Nagaland 
Private School Association 
met with the chief minis-
ter and handed over INR 
three lac. Out of the given 
amount, INR 1.5 lac was 
meant for the chief minis-
ter’s relief fund while INR 
1.5 lac was for the Kerala 
flood victims. 

Updates on Sunday 
from the association men-
tioned that the ANPSA’s 
members discussed a 
number of issues with the 
chief minister relating to 
development of education 
in Nagaland. 

While appreciating 
the donors for coming 
forward voluntarily, Rio 
expressed gratitude on 
behalf of the government 
of Nagaland and stated 
that all donations would 
be utilised for the welfare 
of the victims.

ENtErtaiNmENt

Nweze Raymond Chinenyeuba.

Neiphiu Rio speaking during a function that was held at Dimapur airport after the mortal remains of Imti-
kumzuk Longkumer arrived at the airport on Sunday.

Utilization certificates for 
INR 909 cr. gathering dust 

Leaders, community pay 
rich tributes to Longkumer

Even after sentence completion, 
Nigerian languishing in Dimapur jail

India launches ‘world's biggest’ govt. healthcare prog. 

BSE, teachers 
give to CM’s 
relief fund 
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Participants of the 32nd National Annual Course on ‘pastoral care for the sick and suffering’ along with 
the CMAI officials on Sep. 22

Members of the Eastern Nagaland Students’ Union of Bangalore during their 14th annual freshmen convocation, at United Theological 
College.

The Mokokchung Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) visited people affected by the triple fire 
accidents in Mokokchung town on September 16 and the 17th. Six houses were destroyed, rendering 
at least 10 families homeless. Members of the MCCI visited the affected families on September 22 
and gave financial assistance to the victims as a gesture of concern and solidarity. Three out of the 
10 affected families were members of the MCCI, updates informed.

Reaching out

‘Pastoral care for the sick and 
suffering’ course held in Dimapur

Students in Mon sensitised on child rights 

Peren BJP welcomes district officials

NNC mourns member’s demise Livelihood training 
for CSPS conducted

NE students in JNU raise 
funds for flood victims 

St. Joseph’s College literary fest held 

Students in Bangalore welcome newcomers 

Nagaland Police 
Service Association 
meeting on Sep. 24 

More condole with Imtikumzuk Longkumer’s family’s loss

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The 32nd National Annual 
Course on ‘Pastoral care 
for the sick and suffering’ 
organised by the Chris-
tian Medical Association 
of India (CMAI) concluded 
on Sat. Sep. 22 with at the 
Training Centre, Devel-
opment Association of 
Nagaland, Chekiye village 
Dimapur. 

CMAI is “a fellowship 
of Christian health profes-
sionals and health insti-
tutes serving the churches 
in the ministry of health, 
healing and wholeness”. 

The two-week course, 
which commenced on Sep. 
11, was participated by 28 
pastors, missionaries and 
church workers from all 
over the country. The ‘pas-
toral care for the sick and 
suffering’ course is offered 
by the CMAI once in a year 
for church leaders and in-
dividuals ‘who have a heart 
for healing ministry’, stated 
a press statement from the 
association on Sunday.  

 “The course covered 

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS (SEP. 23)

Max Min DP RH RF

DIMAPUR 35 25.5 26.6 91 NIL

KOHIMA - - - - -

WOKHA 23.4 17.2 21.3 95 1.6

ZBT 23.4 16.5 20.2 93 NIL

MON 30 22 22.6 92 14

TUENSANG 23.2 20 18.5 91 1.1

MKG 25.2 19 21 90 4

PHEK 27 18 19.7 76 NIL

KIPHIRE 27.8 19 23.3 87 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27.5 18 20.6 76 20

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 29 19.4 21.8 78 2.4

JALUKIE 29 20 19.5 86 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 31.4 23.2 23.8 100 11.8

*Dew Point (DP) *Relati ve Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservati on, Nagaland 

topics on basic skills of 
counseling, palliative care, 
community visits, bio eth-
ics, healing ministry of the 
church, intercultural min-
istry etc.,” it stated. 

Aier informed that the 
feedback from the partici-
pants were very encourag-
ing. The release quoted 
one of the participants, Rev. 
Thomas Cheriyan form 
Jharkhand as summarising 

the whole course into three 
words: “disturbing, chal-
lenging and empowering.”

 Another participant, 
Anungba Imsong, pastor 
at Medziphema Town Ao 
Baptist Church comment-
ed that the course was an 
enriching one and that he 
learnt the real meaning of 
counseling. 

Major J Liankhama of 
the Salvation Army Church, 

Kohima said that every les-
son and every class in the 
course was an enriching 
experience and that he was 
equipped to be a better 
counselor, preacher and 
teacher.

 Pastor Ranga Seb of 
the Nagamese Baptist 
Church Dimapur said that 
the course was a great one 
to equip oneself to further 
equip others. Kewi from 

Covenant Baptist Church, 
Dimapur also commented 
that the course had been 
an enriching experience 
where she learned ‘basic 
but so relevant counseling 
skills’.

The participants of the 
course were also given certif-
icates on the concluding day. 

The resource persons 
for the course were: Rev. 
Dr. Ezzeckiel Shanthaku-
mar (Director, Medical 
Counseling Association of 
India),  Dr. Stanley C Maca-
den (national co-ordinator, 
CMAI), Dr. Sedevi Angami 
(Director, CIHSR), Dr. At-
sung Aier (CIHSR), Dr. Ro-
han Michael (CIHSR), Dr. 
Rebeki Momin (CIHSR), 
Sr. Dr. Rosemary (CIHSR), 
Inaholi Asumi (CIHSR), Dr. 
Moa Imsong (counsellor, 
DABA), Moatemjen Jamir 
(Nehemiah India), Mang 
Ngaite (director, Home Fel-
lowship Movement, Shil-
long),  Seno Pongen (youth 
evangelist, KABA) and Sen-
tilong Ozukum (civil serv-
ant, author), it stated. 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The Konyak Baptist Bu-
meinok Bangjum (KBBB) 
youth students’ ministry 
under the Konyak Baptist 
Church Mon Youth Depart-
ment in collaboration with 
‘Mon Area Program, World 
Vision India’ organised a 
district-level one-day semi-
nar on Child Rights and 
POCSO Act for students of 
Mon town on Sep. 22, at the 
council hall which was at-
tended by 559 students and 
teachers from 18 schools in 
the town.

 A press release received 
here from the organisers 
stated that the special guest 
at the programme, the 

chairperson of Child Wel-
fare Committee Mon, Tu-
ishimla challenged the stu-
dents ‘not to allow anyone 
to discriminate them just 
because they are a child.’ 

Asking the students to 
know their rights and to 
stand up for their rights, 
Tuishimla urged the them 
to be agents of child rights. 
She also urged the teachers 
to instil dignity, confidence 
and self-esteem in the chil-
dren and also asked them 
to be careful not to abuse 
them. 

 T h e  p re s i d e n t  o f 
KBCM, Bangshing Kon-
yak also asked the par-
ticipants to be responsible 

and educate other chil-
dren. He pointed out to the 
participants that they are 
representing the children 
of the whole community 
and therefore, urged them 
to get the right message 
and take it the community 
forward. 

  During the interac-
tive session, the students 
raised many questions 
regarding child rights and 
the  POCSO Act which the 
resource persons clarified 
positively. A class 8 student 
of Sacred Heart School 
Shongmeth challenged the 
participants with a slogan 
“One voice can save thou-
sands of children”.  

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): The BJP, Peren dis-
trict held a reception programme for some 
of the newly appointed party officials for the 
district on Sep. 21 at its office at Jalukie town. 

A press release received here at on Sun., 
while informing about the programme, 
stated that the programme was held to wel-
come H Thong, the BJP spokesperson and 
the Peren district in-charge who was on his 
maiden visit to the district; the programme 
was also organised to felicitate Hurui Zeliang 
newly incumbent vice president BJP state 
unit and Khiubangdi Chuang Secretary BJP, 

Nagaland unit. 
The release stated that H Thong, while 

speaking at the programme, deeply appreci-
ated the party workers and encouraged the 
party men to have good rapport and coordi-
nation for the uplift of the party. 

 The organising secretary state unit, 
Ananta Narayan Mishra, while minutely 
explaining about the party functionaries 
and party structure, urged the party work-
ers to uphold and mobilise the people for 
“the forthcoming ULB election”, the release 
added

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The Naga National Council 
(Parent Body) on Sunday 
condoled the demise of 
late ‘Maj. General’ Yiben-
thung Kikon who passed 
away at his native village 
after a prolonged illness on 
Sep. 19. 

A press release is-
sued by the Information 
and Publicity Wing of the 
NNC-Parent Body said that 
Yibenthung Kikon was in 
the Naga army since 1956 
and served the Naga people 
and the nation with devo-
tion and stood firmly and 
honestly “for the service of 
Naga freedom”.   

“He was one of the 
longest serving Naga army 
in Eastern Command in 
Konyak Region during the 
worst time of trouble and 
hardship in the Home-
land,” the release stated 
while adding that the NNC 
had lost another sincere 
and dedicated gentleman 
who fought for the freedom 
of Naga people. 
Lotha Region, NNC (parent 
body) condoles 
The Lotha Region of NNC 
(parent body) on Sat. ex-
pressed heartfelt condo-

lence over the sudden 
demise of ‘Major Gener-
al’ Yibenthü Kikon who 
passed away on Sep. 19 at 
Yanthamo village Wokha. 
He was 93. 

A condolence message 
issued by the president, 
Lotha region NNC (par-
ent body), Yilow Humtsoe 
stated that Late. Yibenthüng 
Kikon first joined the NNC 
as a sergeant on June 20 
1956 and ‘dedicated his life 
and worked for the strug-
gle of Nagaland political 
solution’.  Saying that Kikon 
was an exemplary leader, 
the message stated that the 
organisation has lost a soul 
who wholeheartedly dedi-
cated to serve for the society. 

While extending con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family, it said that the Naga 
National Council (NNC), 
Lotha Region will always 
acknowledge the works of 
Late. Kikon and encour-
aged the family members 
to uphold their lives as 
an exemplary life of their 
departed father ‘who had a 
heart and soul of compas-
sion and who dedicated to 
serve the people during his 
lifetime. 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
With an objective of en-
hancing living standards, 
a three-day training pro-
gramme on livelihoods for 
Community Service Pro-
viders (CSP)  of Satakha and 
Ghathashi blocks was con-
ducted at BMMU office, 
Satakha in the second week 
of September which was at-
tended by 43 trainees. 

The main objective of 
the training was to train and 
impart knowledge to the 
CSP on various livelihoods 
aspects of agriculture and 
livestock. 

The CSP in turn will 
transfer the same to the 
SHG women in their re-
spective villages to enhance 
their source of livelihood 

and remain self-sufficient.
The resource persons 

for the training were the 
District Functional Spe-
cialists: Dr. Bongtok Phom 
(Livestock) and Atenjen 
Lemtur (Agri). 

The training comprised 
of both theory and practical 
sessions. Phom impart-
ed hands-on training on 
poultry and pig husbandry, 
housing and sanitation 
etc. Atenjen Lemtur delved 
on various topics such as 
nutritional garden, second 
crop and generic practices. 

The trainees were also 
trained on seed selection, 
soil management, insect 
and pest management, 
plant diseases and nutri-
ents.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): Students under the aegis of the 
North East Students Forum (NESF) Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity held a donation drive for the flood victims of Assam 
and Nagaland in the first week of September.   

 The convener of NESF, JNU, Jonathan Singsit informed 
that the participation of students in issues such as this has 
helped them cultivate a sense of participation ‘irrespective 
of ideology, colour, race, language and blood’ as people 
came forward to offer their aid. 

Saying that appropriate environmental impact assess-
ment must go hand in hand with developmental projects 
which would benefit the people living in the state, Singsit 
said that an accountability of the whole process of rebuild-
ing should also be maintained. 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
St. Joseph College Jakhama 
held its 24th Literary Fest 
on the theme ‘explore the 
beauty in art’ at the college 
indoor stadium where dif-
ferent events like debate and 
dance competitions, duet, 
poetry recitation, declama-
tion, painting, story writing 
and poetry composition 
marked the day.   

A press note from the 
college stated that the fest 
was organised by the Eng-
lish department of the col-
lege on Sep. 20. It informed 

that the competitions were 
held both off-stage and on-
stage and the overall cham-
pions were Team Austen- 
5th Semester, Section ‘F’. 

One of the exciting event 
of the day was the ‘Miss 
Shakespeare 2018’ present-
ed by the students of 3rd 
Semester students which 
totally entertained the audi-
ence and where Dr. Kehl-
soril Wanbe was crowned 
the Miss Shakespeare 2018. 
The winners of the different 
competitions were given 
prizes, the release added.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Welcoming the new mem-
bers who come to the city 
seeking education and job 
opportunities, the Eastern 
Nagaland Students’ Union 
Bangalore (ENSUB) held 
its 14th annual Freshers’ 
Meet on the theme ‘ex-
ploring the treasures of 
passion in you’ at United 
Theological College on 
Sep. 22. 

A press release issued 
by the ENSUB general sec-
retary Martha Sangtam 
and media coordinator, 
David Chang, said that the 
Adila, the wife of Nagaland 
Minister Kashiho Sang-
tam, while speaking at 
the programme, strongly 
encouraged the partici-
pants on the importance of 
having strong determina-
tion and keeping the Naga 

culture alive even outside 
of the state. 

Folk songs, special 
songs, display of tradi-
tional attires and speeches 
from the union officials 
and from the freshers 
marked the event. 

Du r i n g  t h e  e ve n t , 
Tantsukiu from Tikhir 
tribe and Tsukhumla from 
Yimchunger tribe were 
adjudged as Mr. and Miss 

Freshers’ 2018 respec-
tively. 

The release also stated 
that well known Nagamese 
singer and composer, Dav-
id Konyak made a special 
appearance during the 
event and entertained the 
crowd with his melodious 
songs.  

  More than 500 people 
attended the programme, 
the release stated.  

D i m a p u r ,  S e p . 2 3 
(EMN):The Nagaland Police 
Service Association (NPSA) 
has convened an emergency 
meeting of all NPS officers 
on Sep. 24 at Chumukedima 
to discuss the government’s 
decision to upgrade the 
incumbent DIG (Fire and 
Emergency Services) to the 
rank of IG (Fire and Emer-
gency Services), and matters 
relating to cadre review.  

The NPSA, in a press 
note, directed all the NPS 
officers to avail leave for that 
particular day and report at 
Chumukedima.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): The 
sudden and untimely demise of 
MLA Imtikumzuk Longkumer 
at Apollo Hospital, New Delhi 
on Sep. 22 has shocked many 
people across the state. On Sun-
day, various political parties, 
well-known politicians, minis-
ters, MLAs and civil society con-
veyed heartfelt condolences to 
the family following the demise 
of the legislator. 
NLA Speaker 
The Nagaland Assembly 
Speaker, Vikho-o Yhoshü has 
expressed deep pain at the un-
timely demise of Longkumer.

A condolence message 
from the NLA Speaker, said that 
Longkumer served in various 
capacities and got elected to 
the 12th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly from Aonglenden 
Constituency and elected un-
opposed as Deputy Speaker on 
July 21 2015 and took over as 

Speaker in-charge from March 
1 2017 till 21 March 2017. 

“Late Imtikumzuk was an 
honest, humble and a dynamic 
public leader who dedicated his 
life for the welfare of the Naga 
people. His death has caused a 
great loss to the Nagas in gen-
eral and the Ao community in 
particular.” 
NPCC
The Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) Presi-
dent, K. Therie, in a letter to 
“Mrs. Imkongzenla, children 
and family members” expressed 
deep sadness over the demise of 
Longkumer. 

“Late Imtikumzuk Long-
kumer was one of the men who 
truly struggled for the welfare 
of the people. Having been long 
associated with politics, it was 
only befitting that the people 
of 26 - Aonglenden Assembly 
Constituency elected him to 

represent them in the 2013 and 
2018 General Elections,” Therie 
stated in the letter while add-
ing that his death has created a 
vacuum which cannot be filled.  

“The rank and file of NPCC 
express our deepest sympathies 
to you in this dark hour. It is 
our prayer that the grace of the 
Almighty God be upon you all 
and comfort and console you,” 
stated the NPCC president. 
NDPP, Zunheboto 
The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party, Zunheboto 
has expressed deep sadness at 
the demise of Longkumer and 
said that Nagas in general and 
the people of 26 Aonglenden 
Assembly constituency in par-
ticular have lost “an upright and 
dedicated leader. The NDPP 
unit conveyed heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved family. 
 NDPP 5 Ghaspani-II A/C 
The NDPP 5 Ghaspani-II A/C 

expressed deep pain at the 
sudden demise of Longkumer 
whom it regarded as “a promis-
ing and dynamic leader”. 

“The aura he generates 
among people as a leader is irre-
placeable and he indeed, lived 
his purpose of serving others as 
an elected leader throughout 
his political career,” the NDPP 
unit stated in a press statement 
while extending heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family. 
NDPP Central Youth Organisa-
tion 
The NDPP Central Youth Or-
ganisation paid homage to 
the deceased legislator and 
regarded Longkumer as “a tall 
and steadfast leader who has 
dedicatedly served the people 
in various capacities and yet 
remained a humble person”. 

The organisation’s media 
and publicity cell, in a condo-
lence message, commiserated 

with the bereaved family mem-
bers of Longkumer and the 
people of Aonglenden assembly 
constituency at their hour of 
immense sorrow and prayed 
God to grant peace and solace. 
G Kaito Aye 
Minister for Agriculture and 
Cooperation, G. Kaito Aye, while 
expressing his grief and sad-
ness, considered Longkumer as 
‘a dear brother and a colleague’. 

“In his demise we have lost 
a great leader and a towering 
personality whose farsighted-
ness and positive take to life 
has influenced and changed the 
lives of many around him and 
beyond,” stated Aye while ex-
tending heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved family. 
JD (U), Nagaland 
The Janata Dal (United), Naga-
land shared its sadness over the 
demise of Longkumer whom it 
termed as “a successful leader 

who discharged his duties with 
sincerity” who has immensely 
contributed selflessly for the 
cause of the people and the 
Naga society. 

The JD (U) through its me-
dia cell prayed God to grant 
peace to the departed soul and 
give comfort to the bereaved 
family members and all well-
wishers as they go through this 
time of sorrow. 
 CNTC 
The Central Nagaland Tribes 
Council (CNTC) has also ex-
pressed its sadness over the 
untimely demise of Longkumer. 

“His death is a great loss 
and has left a vacuum in the 
CNTC family fold,” stated the 
CNTC media cell in a message. 
It further extended its heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved 
family members. 
 CL John 
NPF MLA CL John, while ex-

pressing deep shock over the 
sudden demise of Imtikumzuk 
Longkumer, said that during his 
short span of his life, Longkum-
er had proved to be a man of 
principle and undoubtedly one 
of the most sincere, hardwork-
ing and humble personalities 
who always upheld a low profile 
and equality to every class of 
people. 

“He is also an able political 
and public leader in his own 
capacity with integrity and 
vast wisdom.  It would there-
fore be very difficult to fill the 
vacuum caused by his pre-
mature death and his service 
to the Aonglenden Assembly 
Constituency and Ao com-
munity in particular and to 
Nagas in general,” stated the 
legislator while at the same 
time extending heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved fam-
ily members. 
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Police personnel are seen repairing a stretch of road near New Dhansiri Bridge in Dimapur on Sunday.  

Rozelle Mero speaking to students during a fresher’s 
event in Dimapur. 

Members of Rotary Club, Dimapur with the Dimapur District Hospital officials, sponsors and the 
beneficiaries posing for the lens at the free artificial limbs and calliper camp in Dimapur.

Left to right: Jacob Zhimomi, handing out e-cards to one of the beneficiaries at District Hospital, Dimapur on Sunday; the deputy commissioner of Mokokchung giving away a card to a beneficiary; and the deputy commissioner of Wokha with other officials and recipients of golden records e-card.

STATE

Nationwide healthcare scheme takes flight in Nagaland too

Rotary Club provides assistive devices to 33 persons

Dimapur traffic police repair road 

EM Bureau 
Dimapur/Mokokchung/Wok-
ha Sep. 23: Recognising the im-
portance of increasing access by 
all in critical health services for 
achieving universal health cov-
erage, the department of Health 
and Family Welfare launched 
the Ayushman Bharat, national 
health protection mission along 
with the rest of the country on 
September 23 at the District 
Hospital, Dimapur. 

The scheme seeks to im-
prove access to quality health-
care and reduce expenditure on 
hospitalisation thereby protect-
ing beneficiary families belong-
ing to poor and vulnerable sec-
tions from improvisation due 
to health related expenses. The 
ambitious scheme, renamed 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Abhiyan aims to provide cover-
age of INR 5 lakh per family 
annually, benefiting more than 

10 cr. poor families across the 
country.

The minister of Public 
Health Engineering (PHE), 
Jacob Zhimomi launched the 
scheme in Dimapur. “Once a 
person is a qualified member, is 
registered (with the scheme), he 
or she can get the benefit any-
where in India,” Zhimomi said. 

“You will get your data once 
you are entered into the system 
and the benefit of availing the 
medical examination will be 
done once you are entered into 
the scheme,” Zhimomi said.

The minister further in-
formed that under this scheme, 
the beneficiaries could avail the 
benefits from any government 
hospital or private hospitals 
that have a tie up with the state 
government.  

Complimenting the district 
administration and chief medi-
cal officer, Zhimomi stressed 

that the programme needs 
to reach the grassroots level 
whereby sensitising the rural 
public and making them aware 
of such schemes.

“I request the CMO and 
district administration to come 
together and have the seminars 
across the districts especially in 
the sub divisions,” he suggested 
adding that it would turn out to 
be a redundant exercise if not 
made use of. 

“If we lose interest we are 
at loss…we need to justify our 
position and all work together 
for the benefit of our people,” 
the minister concluded.

The scheme is said to in-
clude about 1500 health pack-
ages comprising treatments for 
almost all secondary and terti-
ary ailments. It will also include 
pre and post hospitalisation as 
well as covers all pre-existing 
conditions from beginning of 

the policy. 
The benefit is also deemed 

as cashless and paperless and 
can be availed from any of the 
empanelled public or private 
hospitals while beneficiary 
family unit under the scheme 
will comprise all members of 
that family.

Any addition in the family 
will be allowed only in case of 
marriage or birth and adoption 
and a total of 2.33 lakh ‘vulner-
able families’ in the state are 
eligible for the scheme. 

In Mokokchung, the deputy 
commissioner, Sachin Jaiswal 
launched the scheme at Dr. 
Imkongliba District Memo-
rial Hospital. “It is an accepted 
fact that, Nagas as a way of life, 
they hardly have any saving or 
insurance, therefore when mis-
fortune strike they have to rely 
on loan from private sector with 
huge interest rate,” he lamented 

and added, “it is a bitter truth 
but we have to accept it and try 
to change this mentality.”   

Jaiswal advised the people 
to open medical insurance and 
other related insurance policies 
to secure the future. He also as-
serted that the newly launched 
scheme was a ‘very transparent 
scheme’ and beneficial to the 
downtrodden.

He also requested the chief 
medical officer of the district 
to ‘strengthen the sensitisation 
mechanism’ for wider coverage 
in the district.

Dr. Kibangkumba, the depu-
ty chief medical officer, Mokok-
chung said that the scheme will 
subsume the two on-going cen-
trally sponsored schemes viz. 
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yo-
jana and Senior Citizen Health 
Insurance Scheme.

He also informed that fami-
lies featuring in the Socio-Eco-

nomic & Caste Census (SECC) 
2011 database prepared by 
Rural Development and Urban 
Development shall be consid-
ered eligible for benefits in the 
scheme while RSBY beneficiary 
families who are not included 
in SECC database will be au-
tomatically covered under the 
scheme.

He further informed that for 
the cashless benefits under the 
scheme 43 Government hos-
pitals have been empanelled 
while eight private hospitals 
are in the process of being em-
panelled.

For Mokokchung, IMDH, 
Impur Christian Hospital, 
Woodland Nursing Home and 
four community health centres 
in Mangkolemba, Changtongya 
and Tuli have been empanelled 
while 14 Primary Health Centre 
in rural sector and one in urban 
sector will be empanelled soon.

In Wokha it was launched 
at the deputy commissioner’s 
(DC) conference hall. The DC 
of Wokha and chairman of the 
district’s health society, Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon while 
launching the programme, said 
it was one of the largest health-
care system in the country and 
many poor patients will be 
benefit from the scheme.

The chief medical officer of 
Wokha, Dr. Robin Lotha talked 
about the benefit of the mis-
sion, informing about the em-
panelled hospitals in the dis-
trict and that beneficiaries can 
avail opportunity from district 
hospital, community health 
centres at Sanis and Bhandari 
and Mhondamo Memorial 
Hospital.

Later the deputy com-
missioner distributed golden 
records (e-card) to the benefi-
ciaries.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 23: The Ro-
tary Club of Dimapur pro-
vided 33 equipments for 
people with disability at 
a free artificial limbs and 
calliper camp on Sunday, 
Sep. 23 at the Rotary Centre 
in Dimapur.

The camp was organ-
ised in association with 
District Disability Reha-
bilitation Centre (DDRC) 
and Bharat Vikas Parishad, 
Guwahati. The 33 equip-
ments – 15 prosthetics, 
eight wheelchairs, five 
elbow crutches and five 
underarm crutches – were 
sponsored by five persons.

DDRC, District Hospi-
tal Dimapur, in-charge Dr. 
Imlitemsu Ozukum in his 
address reported that the 
DDRC, which is the only 
centre in the state look-
ing after the requirements 

of people with disability, 
continues to perform with 
no resources but with the 
involvement of concerned 
NGOs. He said the centre 
which got underway in 
2000 had gone through 
temporary closures on sev-
eral accounts but since 
Aug. 1 2016 the centre has 
been running effectively. 

Ozukum has therefore 
appealed the public to avail 
the facilities available and 
also requested the Rotary 
Club Dimapur to continue 
with their assistance. 

District Hospital Medi-
cal Superintendent, Dr. Z 
Kheshito Zhimo lamented 
that although there are 
many people living with 
disability in the state, es-
pecially in rural areas, and 
supporting themselves 
with handmade crutches, 
such camps do not reach 

them because of failure to ex-
change information. The MS 
therefore appealed to reach out 
to the rural areas if any such 
events are organised in future.      

Chief Medical Officer, Di-
mapur Dr. K Vikato Kinimi 
extended his gratitude to the 
Rotary Club and the sponsors 
for their charitable programme 
and assured them of assistance 
from the medical department.  

The CMO exhorted the 
beneficiaries and people with 
disability to be an asset to 
the society and not to be dis-
heartened with their situa-
tion, which was beyond their 
control. Also, he informed the 
gathering to register them-
selves at DDRC and assured of 
all possible assistance from the 
government.  

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 23: The Di-
mapur Traffic police per-
sonnel are on a mission to 
assist the public and ease 
the problem of commut-
ers, especially the driver 
taking the New Dhansiri 

Bridge route.
It was on July 16, 2018 

that the Dimapur Traffic 
police of Zone-I decided 
to take it upon themselves 
to repair the stretch of 
road between the entry to 
New Dhansiri Bridge and 

Walford area near Lorna’s 
School. 

On Sunday Sep. 23, the 
Dimapur Traffic police of 
Zone-II took over the re-
sponsibility to repair the 
portion of the road near 
New Dhansiri Bridge which 

Chakhesang students in Dimapur observe freshers’ meet
Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): The 
Chakhesang Students’ Union Di-
mapur organised its 29th Fresh-
ers’ day-cum-social gathering at 
Western Chakhesang Hoho con-
ference Hall. The event was held 
on the theme ‘learning today, 
leading tomorrow’, according to 
a statement from the union.

Guest speaker, Rozelle Mero, 
managing director of The People 
Channel, shared that education 
needs to be skill-oriented. ‘A 
mere degree will not decide the 
future, one has to get real field 
experience by exploring more,’ 
she stressed. 

Reflecting the theme, Mero 
felt that ‘a person is learning to-
day through experience and that 
learning is leading the people 
tomorrow.’ 

“Be accountable of your mis-
takes, it’s okay to make mistakes, 
you are learning from it, but 

don’t repeat the same mistake,” 
she said. 

Meo also encouraged the 
students to adopt the habit of 
learning how to work without 
depending on others and do 
things that you can do by your-
self.

Further, she advised the 
students “to accept where you 
belong. You have a reason to 
be where you are today. Stop 
criticising yourself of your back-
grounds.”

The president of Western 
Chakhesang Hoho, Dietho Rha-
kho, encouraged the students to 
involve more in social activities. 
He asserted that a student must 
be a useful citizen. He encour-
aged the students to be more 
outspoken, adopt the culture of 
taking opportunities, and try to 
work more with students from 
different communities.

connects Walford to Su-
permarket with their re-
sources. 

The stretch is terrifying 
for drivers because of its 
slope and the traffic police 
regulating the traffic move-
ment have a hard time di-
recting traffic. If this alter-
native road can be repaired, 
traffic congestion can be 
mitigated to an extent, said 
a traffic police at work to 
Eastern Mirror.   

The Dimapur traffic 
police Zone-II took up the 
task to repair the stretch 
with their manpower and 
finance by levelling and ce-
menting the portion of the 
slope to mitigate the traffic 
congestion and the road 
leading to Lorna’s School 
will be closed for some days 
till repair work is done. 

EM Image
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 MU turmoil: Opposition party asks govt. to bring solution

Utilization certificates for INR 909 cr. ...

Leaders and community ... 

NFR installs first lift at Tinsukia station

Manipur goverment 
honours Dr. Najma Heptulla

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Leaders of the Committee 
of Political Parties, a plat-
form of the opposition par-
ties in Manipur, appealed 
to the government to re-
lease of arrested students, 
teachers of the Manipur 
University unconditionally 
and bring a lasting solution 
in the university.

The committee leaders 
speaking to reporters here 
at Congress Bhavan on 
Sunday, appealed revoca-
tion of teachers’ suspen-
sion order besides bringing 
an amicable solution to the 
ongoing university crisis.

Informing that pro-
posed public convention 
has been rescheduled on 
Sep. 29, the convenor of the 
committee, RK Anand said 
the students and teach-
ers should be released to 
restore normalcy in the 
university.

Echoing a similar feel-
ing, the Congress leader 
and former vice chancellor 
of Manipur University, Dr. 
Ng Bijoy Singh and CPI 
leader Dr. M Nara also ex-
pressed serious concern 
over the ongoing unrest 
in the university campus 
because of the presence of 

the armed and unarmed 
security personnel in and 
around the campus. 

Dr. Bijoy also said that 
all the orders issued by Prof. 
Pandey when he was on 
leave should be null and 
void.

Meanwhile, university 
students said they are ex-
periencing an apprehen-
sive atmosphere due to 
the presence of security 
personnel in the campus 
at Canchipur near Imphal 
in the wake of Sep. 21 in-
cident, wherein police 
conducted search at boy’s 
hostel inside the university 
campus and detained more 
than 80 students.

Manipur University 
was in the news since first 
week of June following 
agitation by the students 
and teachers of the univer-
sity, demanding removal 
vice chancellor Prof. Adya 
Prasad Pandey on charges 
of irregularities. However, 
the university resumes its 
normal functioning from 
Aug. 23 after the signing 
of the memorandum of 
agreement between uni-
versity community consist-
ing of students, teachers 
and staffs bodies, Ministry 
of HRD official and state 
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Leaders of the committee of opposition parties speaking to  reporters in Imphal on Sunday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1946SUD0KU 1786
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Irish for “Blue”
 5. Edible mushrooms
 9. Madame (abbrev.)
 12. La ____ Tar Pits
 13. Bright-colored fish
 14. Feel ill
 15. Catch sight of
 16. Whirring sound
 17. General Accounting Office
 18. Express pleasure
 20. Carefulness
 22. Gets up
 25. Helps little firms
 26. Actor/director ___ Howard
 27. A way to enact
 32. Car
 34. Hit lightly
 35. Signals
 36. Blighted
 39. A digital tape recording of sound
 40. 3rd person singular possessive 

female
 41. Irony
 43. Vaporous (archaic)
 47. Wager
 48. Pinna
 49. Native American people
 51. Scarfs
 54. Large Australian flightless bird
 55. Knotted fibers
 56. Great Lake
 57. A run that is the result of the 

batter’s performance
 58. Soluble ribonucleic acid
 59. Rubber wheel (British spelling) 
 
 DOWN
 1. Language group that includes Ewe 

and Fon
 2. Alternatives
 3. Colors again
 4. Mexican Indians
 5. Male swan
 6. Heroic

 7. Creatures that live off of 
others

 8. Bushes
 9. Wise men
 10. Semi-nomadic farming 

people of southeastern 
China

 11. ____gate = lengthen 

 19. Goddess of the underworld 
(Norse mythology)

 21. A fine powder
 22. Rumanian city
 23. Drunkard
 24. Uses centrifugal force to 

separate particles
 28. Gun or revolver (slang)
 29. About hearing
 30. Rip
 31. Spanish for “This”
 33. Expresses delight 
 37. Tart citrus fruits

 38. A way to apply
 42. Jewish month
 43. German for “Sea”
 44. Metrical unit (poetry)
 45. Wild sheep of northern 

Africa
 46. Cut of beef
 50. Patti Hearst’s captors
 52. The space above the 

ground
 53. Perceive visually

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1785
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Manipur Governor Dr. 
Najma Heptulla was fe-
licitated in a function on 
receiving the ‘Outstanding 
Parliamentarian Award’ 
at the auditorium of Ma-
nipur State Film Devel-
opment Society, Palace 
Compound in Imphal on 
Thursday Sep. 20.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the governor called 
upon the people of Ma-
nipur especially youths to 
make Manipur famous in 
the world. 

Stating that Manipur is 
in the forefront in women 
empowerment in the en-
tire country, the governor 
lauded the new govern-
ment for inaugurating 
women markets in differ-
ent parts of state.

Recalling her days as 
a parliamentarian, Dr. 
Heptulla said that she 
chose to be appointed 
as the deputy chairman 
of Rajya Sabha when the 

then Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi offered her post of 
a state minister. 

Stating that the mind-
set and attitude of the 
people have changed a lot 
in the past one and half 
years ever since the new 
government was instated, 
she said it was because of 
the confidence building 
activities done by the gov-
ernment. 

Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh said that many 
governors had come and 
gone during his political 
career spanning around 
15 years. However, he said 
no governor was so con-
cerned about Manipur 
like the current governor. 

Soon after she as-
sumed the office of gover-
nor of Manipur, she took 
the initiative of introduc-
ing ‘Flying Doctors’ in the 
State, he said while add-
ing that the noble project 
is ready to launch with 
the blessings of the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Singh mentioned that 
the governor has been 
putting efforts and shar-
ing valuable suggestions 
to protect the largest 
freshwater lake in North-
east India. He also said Dr. 
Heptulla has a great desire 
to promote Manipuri cul-
ture and other potentials 
not only to the rest of India 
but also to the world. 

Maintaining that Ma-
nipur is so lucky to have 
her as its governor, he said 
that she had requested the 
Prime Minister to include 
Imphal in the list of iconic 
cities of the country as 
well. 

Biren said that the 
people of Manipur feel 
extremely proud and hap-
py for her on receiving 
the prestigious award. He 
described her as a parlia-
mentarian par excellence, 
versatile, gifted orator and 
an accomplished scholar. 

Earlier, Chief Secretary 
Dr Suresh Babu read out 
the citation of award. 

FROM PAGE 1...

government official in 
presence of the state Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh on 
Aug. 16.

On Sep. 21, the conflict 
started again in the univer-
sity campus after law en-
forcing agencies conducted 
a search at the boy’s hostels 
of the university in the wee 
hours, following the com-
plaint made by the vice 
chancellor Prof. K Yugindro. 

Me a n w h i l e  s e n i o r 
Prof. W Vishwanath of the 
university who was even 
named as VC in-charge, 

also appealed for the re-
lease of the arrested stu-
dents and teachers con-
sidering their academic 
careers.

Ethno Heritage Council, 
a civil society organisation, 
has demanded immediate 
release of all the arrested 
students and teachers, as-
serting that detention of 
students and teachers can-
not bring any solution to 
the university crisis.

Youth’s Forum for Pro-
tection of Human Rights 
has appealed the state au-

thorities to immediately re-
move security forces from 
the campus in the interest 
of the students.
Thadou Students con-
demn mob violence
The Thadou Students’ As-
sociation, General Head-
quarters (TSA-GHQ) has 
vehemently condemned 
the ‘mob violence’ meted 
out to the pro vice-chancel-
lor by a group of agitators 
at Manipur University on 
Sep. 20. 

“The mob allegedly 
threatened the Pro VC 

and Registrar (i/c) with 
the same fate meted out 
to Prof. Islamuddin, who 
was murdered inside the 
university in May, 2009. 
This alarming situation 
requires law enforcement 
agencies to step in and take 
effective measures,” a state-
ment from the association 
Information and Publicity 
secretary stated.

The association said 
the mob made the Pro-VC 
and registrar (i/c) signed 
an apology letter under du-
ress stating “apologies for 
my unpardonable act and 
solemnly affirmed not to 
repeat such act of miscon-
duct and violation of the 
sanctity of the university 
in the future” on Sep. 20 at 
university campus.

It also condemned the 
public campaign taken up 
by the Manipur Pradesh 
Co n g re s s  Co m m i t t e e 
(MPCC) and its constitu-
ent bodies.  TSA lamented 
that the university, which 
should be free from politics, 
has ‘unfortunately’ been 
seized as a political ground 
by the MPCC to strike back 
at its opponent.

“It is not that such a 
crisis has not happened 
during the Congress re-

gime in Manipur. It was 
during the Congress rule 
in 2016 the mass exodus 
of tribal students from MU 
happened due to system-
atic discrimination of tribal 
students in the university. 
The politics is still on. The 
blatant politicization of the 
unfortunate situation in 
MU at the cost of the stu-
dents is very unfortunate. It 
is high time political parties 
stop interfering in the func-
tioning and administration 
of the university,” the press 
release stated.

The association said if 
the intention of Manipur 
University Students’ Union 
was to remove AP Pandey 
as the vice-chancellor as 
they always claimed, the 
union would have shunned 
agitation and confrontation 
against the Pro-VC and VC 
(i/c) Prof. K Yugindro Singh 
and registrar (i/c) Shyam-
kisho consequent upon 
the suspension of Prof. AP 
Pandey by the President 
of India through MHRD 
pending the investigation 
by the Two Men Independ-
ent Enquiry Committee. 

The TSA questioned 
the students’ union ‘if the 
whole agenda of their agita-
tion was to appoint a par-

ticular person to the post 
of the VC of the university.’

 Being a student asso-
ciation, it would be prudent 
on the part of MUSU to 
focus on education rather 
than being too involved in 
the appointment of the VC, 
it added.

Meanwhile, the asso-
ciation has appeal to all 
concerned civil societies 
to refrain from any activity 
that could vitiate the func-
tioning of the university 
and be cautious about sup-
porting mob agitations that 
could lead to mob violence. 

Stating that one can 
never justify mob justice, 
and in a country with a 
working legal system, peo-
ple cannot be allowed to 
take law into their own 
hands, the TSA asserted 
that mob justice for remov-
al of VC or anyone else is 
not acceptable and should 
not be encouraged or sup-
ported under any circum-
stances. 

The Thadou students 
further appealed the agi-
tating students (MUSU) 
and staff of the university 
to stop trying to control the 
whole affairs of the univer-
sity and allow law and order 
to prevail in the university.

In addition to this, the report stated 
that information furnished by six 
banks (SBI, PNB, BoB, Vijaya Bank, 
HDFC and Axis Bank) revealed that 
an aggregate amount of INR 174.50 
cr was lying in the respective bank 
accounts of 156 DDOs as on March 
31, 2017. Out of this, an amount of 
INR 156.18 cr pertained to private 
banks with INR 155 .52 cr in Axis 
Bank alone.

Misappropriation, loss etc. 
amounting to INR 230.33 cr 
pending 
The CAG report stated that there 
were 25 cases of misappropriation, 
loss,  defa lcat ion etc.  in  14 
departments, private firms and 
others, involving government 
money to a tune of INR 230.33 cr 
up to the period 31 March 2017, on 
which final action was pending. 

The report noted that the highest 
amount of misappropriation and 
loss amounting to INR 74.83 cr 
involved in one case occurred in 
Youth Resources and Sports, where 
only an amount of INR 0.05 cr had 

been recovered so far.
Autonomous bodies fail to submit 
annual accounts 
The CAG report also revealed that 
22 autonomous bodies/authorities 
have failed to submit 99 Annual 
Accounts due up to 2016-17 ranging 
between 1-7 years as of August 
2017 to the Accountant General 
(Audit). They are the DRDAs of all 
the 11 districts, Nagaland State Legal 
Service Authority Kohima, Nagaland 
Board of School Education Kohima, 
State Institute of Rural Development 
Kohima, Development Authority 
of Nagaland Dimapur, Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission 
Dimapur, Nagaland Pollution 
C o n t r o l  B o a r d  D i m a p u r , 
NB&OCWWB Kohima, Nagaland 
State Agricultural Marketing 
Board Dimapur, NHK Kohima, 
Kohima Municipal Council and 
Mokokchung Municipal Council.

Due to the absence of Annual 
Accounts and subsequent audit of 
those 22 bodies and authorities, the 
CAG stated that proper accounting/
utilisation of the grants and loans 

disbursed to them remained 
unverified in audit. Stating that 
reasons for non-preparation of the 
accounts were not intimated, the 
CAG report pointed out that non-
submission and delay in annual 
accounts dilute the accountability 
of the authorities while defeating 
the very purpose of preparation of 
accounts. On the delay in submission 
of Accounts/Audit Reports of 
autonomous bodies, the report said 
the annual account of the Nagaland 
Khadi and Village Industries Board 
(NKVIB) for the period 2015-17 
had not been furnished as of 
August 2017 while the Nagaland 
Electricity Regulatory Commission 
(NERC) and Nagaland Hospital 
Authority were yet to furnish any 
account since their inception. 
Meanwhile, 8 departmentally 
managed government commercial 
undertakings were yet to finalize 
their proforma accounts ranging 
from 1-37 years as on March 
2017 even after a mention was 
made on the same in the CAG 
reports of 2012-13 and 2015. These 

undertakings are the Nagaland 
State Transport department, 
Nagaland Power Department, 3 
farms under Agriculture, Changki 
Valley Fruit Preservation Factory, 
Timbre Treatment & Seasoning 
Plant Dimapur, Government 
Cottage Industr ies  Emporia 
Kohima, 18 farms under Veterinary 
& Animal Husbandry, and Regional 
Progeny Orchard Lonnak under 
Horticulture department.

The report stated that absence of 
timely finalisation of accounts had 
made the government’s investment 
remain outside the scrutiny of 
the Audit/State Legislature, and 
corrective measures could not be 
taken in time. Such delay also opens 
the system to risk of fraud and 
leakage of public money, it added.

In its concluding remarks, the 
CAG has stated that non-submission 
of accounts in time indicates non-
compliance with the financial rules. 

It maintained that audit reports 
can achieve desired results only if 
they evoked positive and adequate 
response from the administration.

The service concluded with a mass 
prayer after which the mortal re-
mains of the demised leader was 
taken to Kohima before proceeding 
to Ungma village in Mokokchung 
district where a state funeral would 
be held at 10 am on Tuesday.  

It was also learned that the 
Nagaland government has an-
nounced a send off programme in 
Kohima at 8 am at New Minister’s 
Hill.

SC Jamir mourns  
Former governor of states and chief 
minister SC Jamir also mourned 
the demise of the legislator. Jamir 
issued a condolence message ad-
dressed to the wife and family on 
Sunday.

“I was deeply shock to hear the 
tragic news of the passing away of 
Imtikumzuk, MLA who represents 
26 Aonglenden assembly constitu-
ency. As a youth he grew up with 

his peers in the Indian National 
Congress under me while I was 
representing the same constitu-
ency,” Jamir said. “As a youth leader 
he had shown his leadership qual-
ity even in the young age. He had 
worked with me as youth leader as 
well as my PA (personal aide) while 
I was chief minister of Nagaland. 
As a public leader he had exhibited 
his devotion and dedication for 
the people he had represented. 

26 Aonglenden assembly con-
stituency is unfortunate to face this 
kind of tragedy twice and thereby 
dislocating everything in the con-
stituency.”

Calling Imtikumzuk Long-
kumer’s demise a great lost for the 
constituency and the people of the 
state. ‘My wife joins me in sending 
our heartfelt condolences to all 
the next dear ones of the bereaved 
family. May his soul rest in peace.’

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN):  Beginning a 
new chapter in passenger convenience 
in railway stations, Tinsukia division has 
commissioned a lift in Tinsukia station 
on Sep. 20. 

 The lift was inaugurated for the pub-
lic by Kamakhya Prasad Teli, Member 
of Parliament, Dibrugarh and Sanjoy 
Kishan, Member of Legislative Assembly, 

Tinsukia in the presence of divisional 
railway manager, Tinsukia, Ram Baha-
dur Rai. 

In a statement received from Chief 
Public Relations Officer Pranav Jyoti 
Sharma, said lifts and escalators are being 
provided in important railway stations 
for the convenience of passengers as per 
policy of the Ministry of Railway.  



5BUSINESS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, September 24, 2018

Closely monitoring financial markets, 
ready to take action, say RBI and Sebi

Petrol rises to INR 
89.97 in Mumbai, 
diesel up again

Rupee movement, F&O expiry to 
drive equity market next week

Rupee’s fall indicates rise 
in black money — Swamy

‘Cheaper Pakistani imports, high tax 
at home hurt Indian cement industry’

Fed rate decision, rupee, 
crude oil to drive markets 
this week — Experts

SBI reassures 
NBFCs on 
liquidity concerns

Mumbai, Sep. 23 (PTI): In a rare 
move, the RBI and Sebi Sunday 
said they are “closely monitor-
ing” activities in the financial 
markets and ready to take appro-
priate actions, if required, follow-
ing a sharp meltdown on Friday 
in equity and debt markets. 

The regulators came out with 
separate but identical statements 
amid apprehensions about steep 
volatility in markets on Monday.

Against the backdrop of debt 
defaults by diversified IL&FS 
group, there are also worries 
about non-banking financial 
companies even though the 
country’s largest lender SBI as-
sured lending support to the 
NBFC sector.

In a statement, SBI Chairman 
Rajnish Kumar said there was no 

concern on liquidity of NBFCs in 
view of their liquid cash position 
and availability of committed 
lines.

“The Reserve Bank of India 
and the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India are closely moni-
toring recent developments in 
financial markets and are ready 
to take appropriate actions, if 
necessary,” said the regulators.

Sebi has also sought details 
from stock exchanges about large 
trades done on Friday and would 
be stepping up the vigil to pre-
vent steep volatility, sources said.

On Friday the 30-share BSE 
Sensex suddenly tanked 1,127.58 
points, or 3.03 per cent, to hit 
a low of 35,993.64 in afternoon 
trade before staging an equally 
sharp recovery within minutes.

The markets had opened on 
a strong note. After an intra-day 
swing of 1,495.60 points, the 
Sensex closed at 36,841.60, down 
279.62 points.

The broader NSE Nifty shed 
91.25 points to finish at 11,143.10 
on Friday.

Meanwhile, some reports 
also suggested that some scru-
pulous elements are trying to 
destabilise markets to malign the 
image of the government.

Shares of housing finance 
firms slumped Friday, with DHFL 
tumbling up to 42 per cent on 
fears of a liquidity crisis.

Reports of debt defaults by 
IL&FS also sparked concerns, 
which spilled over into other 
NBFC counters.

Yes Bank was the worst per-

former in the Sensex pack, losing 
a whopping 28.71 per cent, after 
the RBI curtailed the term of its 
founding CEO Rana Kapoor.

The Indian currency has also 
witnessed a massive plunge in 
the recent past due to rising trade 
and current account deficits 
in the wake of rising crude oil 
prices.

However, the rupee was bull-
ish on Friday for the second day, 
rising 17 paise to end at 72.20 
against the US dollar.

On Friday, market regula-
tor Sebi had issued revised KYC 
norms for foreign portfolio inves-
tors, wherein resident as well as 
non-resident Indians have been 
permitted to hold non-control-
ling stake in such entities.

Overseas investors have 

pulled out a massive Rs 15,365 
crore (USD 2.1 billion) from the 
capital markets so far in Septem-
ber, after putting in funds during 
the previous two months.

Earlier in the day, DHFL Sun-
day said it proposes to reduce 
exposure to commercial paper 
(CP) as part of overall borrowing 
plan and increase hedging activ-
ity, days after the shares of the 
company tumbled up to 42 per 
cent on massive selling over fears 
of a liquidity crisis. 

Besides, the company said it 
will raise resources and focus on 
borrowings from banks and in-
ternational markets and through 
direct assignment, said a DHFL 
note on ‘approach to liquidity 
management’ filed with stock 
exchanges.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
As transport fuel prices 
continued their upward 
run across the metros, pet-
rol was selling three paise 
short of the psychologi-
cal Rs 90 per litre mark in 
Mumbai at Rs 89.97 on 
Sunday.

The price of diesel also 
continued to scale new 
highs on Sunday under 
India’s dynamic pricing 
regime, after remaining 
unchanged for four suc-
cessive days. 

In the financial capital 
of the country, petrol went 
up 17 paise on Sunday, 
up from Rs 89.80 per litre 
on Saturday, data on the 
Indian Oil Corp’s website 
showed.

Similarly, in other three 
cities of Delhi, Kolkata 
and Chennai, the fuel was 
priced at Rs 82.61, Rs 84.44 
and Rs 85.87 per litre re-
spectively, compared with 
Rs 82.44, Rs 84.27 and Rs 
85.69 respectively.

Diesel prices in Del-
hi, Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai rose on Sunday 
to Rs 73.97, Rs 75.82, Rs 
78.53 and Rs 78.20 respec-
tively, as against Rs 73.87, 
Rs 75.72, Rs 78.42 and Rs 
78.10 respectively on the 
previous day. 

Transport fuel prices 

are the lowest in Delhi 
owing to the lower taxes 
imposed by the state gov-
ernment. 

The continuous rise in 
transportation fuel prices 
has been in tandem with 
the increase in crude oil 
prices. Brent crude oil is 
currently priced at $78.80 
per barrel.

Latest available data 
from the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) shows 
that its basket of crude oils 
sold at $77.13 per barrel on 
Thursday. 

Sector experts say the 
high excise duty in the 
country has also added to 
the high prices

Cost of the fuel in all 
the key cities are at their 
record levels. On Sunday, 
Kolkata again reached its 
all-time high price of diesel 
at Rs 75.82 as recorded on 
September 11.

Earlier this week, the 
West Bengal government 
reduced the excise on pet-
rol and diesel by Re 1 per 
litre each. 

The Karnataka govern-
ment has also announced 
a reduction in cess on 
transport fuels by Rs 2 
per litre each across the 
state effective from last 
Tuesday.

Mumbai, Sep. 23 (IANS): The domes-
tic equity market’s movement in the 
coming week will be driven by the ru-
pee’s movementas well as futures and 
options expiry, besides the message 
from the Finance Minister’s meeting 
with the heads of public sector banks 
(PSBs).

Market analysts feel the in-
dices could offer some relief in 
the upcoming week, after largely 
bearish trade last week.

Movement in the rupee 
would be a factor in the market, 
they said. On Tuesday, the Indian 
rupee touched a new low of 72.91 
per US dollar, although it recovered 
somewhat later.

Concerns over the US-China 
trade war would also impact the glo-
bal and domestic market sentiments. 
On Friday, China cancelled talks with 
the US after the latter imposed more 
tariffs on Chinese imports.

According to reports, a White 
House official has said the US is op-
timistic about finding a way forward 
in the ongoing trade dispute with 
China.

“Global headwinds are also sub-
siding slowly. Hence, the market may 

shake off its earlier losses to witness 
new highs,” said Prateek Jain, Direc-
tor of Hem Securities.

He, however, added: “Amidst the 
global optimism, the market could 
witness a little volatility as traders 
adjust their positions on account of 
monthly derivatives expiry, which is 

scheduled to take place on Thursday, 
September 27.

“Further, there will be some buzz 
from the banking sector, as inves-
tors will keep an eye on the meeting 
of the Finance Ministry and top 
management of the public sector 
banks on September 25.” Techni-
cally, for the Nifty50 on the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE), 11,050 points 
would be a major support level while 
immediate resistance level would be 
11,250 points, said Deepak Jasani, 
Head of Retail Research at HDFC 
Securities.

In the week gone by, the Indian 
equity market slumped over three 

per cent due to a depreciating rupee 
along with high oil and credit risk 
concerns.

On a weekly basis, the Sensex of 
the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) 
closed at 36,841.60 points, lower by 
1,249.04 points or 3.28 per cent from 
the previous week.

Similarly, the wider 
Nifty50 on Friday closed at 
11,143.10 points, down 372.1 
points or 3.23 per cent from 
the previous week’s close.

In terms of investments, 
provisional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors (FIIs) sold scrips 
worth Rs 2,674.12 crore, while the do-
mestic institutional investors (DIIs) 
bought Rs 1,782.63 crore worth of 
stocks in the truncated week.

According to National Securities 
Depository (NSDL) figures, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) divested Rs 
2,231.37 crore, or $306.04 million, in 
the equities segment during the week 
ended September 21. 

On the currency front, the Indian 
rupee closed at 72.20 a US dollar on 
Friday, depreciating 35 paise from the 
previous week’s close of 71.85.

Panaji, Sep. 23 (IANS): The Indian rupee is falling be-
cause the currency is exiting the country in the form 
of black money, BJP MP Subramanian Swamy said on 
Sunday.

“The problem of falling rupee has got nothing to 
do with US. It has got to do with the fact that a large 
amount of black money is now leaving the country. 
When there is an oversupply of rupee to the dollar, the 
value is bound to go down,” Swamy said at a public 
function in South Goa.

He said that the dollar would continue to rule the 
roost in global economy “as long as the US (is) the most 
developed country in the world. The day they cease 
to be, some other currency will come. At the moment 
there is no challenge to the dollar”.

The BJP-led government at the Centre is currently 
under fire due to the decreasing value of the Indian 
rupee against the US dollar.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
Cheaper cement imports 
from Pakistan are hurting 
the domestic industry, which 
is already reeling under the 
impact of low demand and 
high GST, cement producers 
in Punjab and Kerala claim.

There’s been no customs 
duty on cement imports from 
Pakistan since 2007, making 
it competitive in comparison 
to the Indian product, espe-
cially in the states border-
ing Pakistan. “Pakistani ce-
ment is almost 10-15 per cent 
cheaper than Indian cement,” 
Shailendra Chouksey, presi-
dent of Cement Manufactur-
ers Associations told IANS.

Data from the Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade’s 
website showed that total 
imports of portland cement 
during 2017-18 (April-March) 
was 16.82 lakh metric tonne. 
Out of the total imports, in-
dustry sources say, 76 per cent 
-- around 12.72 lakh tonne -- 
was imported from Pakistan.

In Punjab, the market rate 
of portland cement is Rs 280-
300 per bag (1 bag = 50 kg), 
while the Pakistani import is 
sold at Rs 240-250 per bag, 
traders said.

Although market players 
across the country have not 

been affected much so far due 
to the high imports, industry 
in states bordering Pakistan 
and the coastal state of Kerala 
have been severely hit, in-
dustry sources said. Imports 
to Kerala come from Karachi 
via sea.

Cement producers say 
the domestic industry is self-
sufficient and any further 
imports only renders a signifi-
cant amount of the domestic 
produce futile.

“A major concern is that 
Indian capacity is already 
very underutilised. We are 
hardly utilising 65 per cent of 
the Indian capacity. The re-
maining 35 per cent remains 
unutilised,” Chouksey said.

Cement imports from 
Pakistan for the period De-
cember 2017 and March 2018 
have witnessed growth of 24 
per cent on a year-on-year 
basis at 4.55 lakh tonnes, up 
from 3.68 lakh tonnes.

“Domestic cement in-
dustry which has invested 
in anticipation of growth in 
demand, but is losing revenue 
of Rs 500 crore to Pakistani 
cement imports,” an official 
working with a cement major 
told IANS.

While cement imports 
from Pakistan, market play-

ers say, have been unabated, 
exports from India to Pakistan 
stands no chance as it attracts 
11 per cent customs duty.

Although cement manu-
facturers have have sought 
the imposition of 11 per cent 
Basic Customs Duty on the 
imports, as imposed by Paki-
stan, the government’s reac-
tion has not been “favour-
able”, the stakeholders said.

Apart from cheaper im-
ports, the Indian cement pro-
ducers have to deal with a 

high rate of Goods and Serv-
ices Tax in the country, at 28 
per cent.

“We were very hopeful 
that this 28 per cent will get 
reduced to 18 per cent. Ce-
ment is a very essential com-
modity,” Chouksey, who is 
also a wholetime director with 
JK Lakshmi Cement, said. 

The industry hopes that 
the two-day GST Council 
meet scheduled on Septem-
ber 28-29 may announce the 
much required relief.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): The US-China trade 
issues, movement of rupee and crude oil as well 
as the Federal Reserve’s interest rate decision 
will play a key role in deciding the market trend 
this week, say experts. 

Participants will also be monitoring devel-
opments in the NBFC space, which triggered a 
1,100-point flash crash on Friday.

“We are likely to see some more consolida-
tion given risk factors like surge in oil prices, 
strengthening of dollar and fiscal deficit worries. 

“However, given sharp corrections, we 
expect value-buying to emerge in sectors /
stocks where earnings outlook are healthy. For 
the week ahead, US FOMC meeting is the key 
event,” said Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 
Financial Services.

The Indian currency has witnessed a mas-
sive plunge in the recent past due to rising cur-
rent account deficit in the wake of rising crude 
oil prices.

Volatility will also be in play amid derivatives 
expiry on Thursday.

“US Federal Open Market Committee 
(FOMC) will announce the rate decision this 
week. After a sharp correction in recent times, 
we feel markets have touched an intermedi-
ate bottom. It is likely to consolidate,” said V K 
Sharma, Head PCG and Capital Market Strategy, 
HDFC Securities. 

Over the last week, the Sensex lost a hefty 
1,249.04 points, or 3.28 per cent to end at 
36,841.60. Benchmark indices finished with 
losses Friday after investors were jolted by a sud-
den mid-session plunge amid a massive sell-off 
in NBFC stocks.

Mumbai, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
The State Bank of India 
(SBI) on Sunday asked 
non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) not to 
worry about credit avail-
ability as it would continue 
to support them.

SBI Chairman Rajnish 
Kumar gave the assurance 
after the shares of hous-
ing finance companies 
came under sudden heavy 
selling pressure on Fri-
day amid crisis at the In-
frastructure Leasing and 
Financial Services Ltd 
(IL&FS).

“Some comments are 
being attributed to the 
SBI about it being wary 
of lending to the NBFCs. 
The rumours are baseless. 
The SBI lends support to 
the NBFCs in private and 
public sectors within the 
regulatory policy frame-
work and will continue 
to do so,” Kumar said in a 
statement.

“There is no concern 
on liquidity of NBFCs in 
view of their liquid cash 
position and availability of 
committed lines,” he said. 

On the other hand, the 
recent Reserve Bank of 
India guidelines on the 
co-lending model opens 
up more opportunities 
for collaboration between 
the SBI and non-deposit 
taking NBFCs to increase 
lending to priority sectors, 
he added.

According to experts, 
the recent fall in NBFC 
stocks is the result of a 
tightening in the money 
market and a lack of clarity 
on IL&FS debt crisis.

“This negative senti-
ment led to a plunge in 
many stocks such as DHFL, 
Yes Bank, and Indiabulls 
group. Firesale of financial 

units by IL&FS for repaying 
its CPs (commercial paper) 
added fuel to the fire,” said 
Mustafa Nadeem, CEO, 
Epic Research.

He further said: “It was 
basically widespread to 
multiple companies, spe-
cifically to NBFC space, as 
there were concerns over 
credit risk.” Coupled with 
that, fall in private banks, 
NBFCs and infrastructure 
housing finance compa-
nies also aided the slump, 
he added.

The Dewan Hous-
ing Finance Corporation 
stocks led the sudden fall 
on Friday, losing half its 
share price within a few 
hours during the afternoon 
session of the trade. 

It closed at Rs 351.55 on 
BSE, lower by 259.05 -- or 
42.43 per cent -- from its 
previous close of Rs 610.60 
per share. Rating agency 
ICRA on Monday down-
graded the ratings of IL&FS 
for short- and long-term 
borrowing programmes.

The downgrade came 
after the company was 
unable to meet the com-
mercial paper redemption 
obligations due on Sep-
tember 14, 2018.

The next day, the com-
pany reported that it had 
received notices for delays 
and defaults in servicing 
some of the inter-corpo-
rate deposits accepted by 
it. 

IL&FS is a core invest-
ment company and serves 
as the holding company 
of the IL&FS Group, with 
most business operations 
domiciled in separate 
companies which form 
an ecosystem of expertise 
across infrastructure, fi-
nance and social and envi-
ronmental services.

PTI

File Photo: An employee engaged in daily activity at a petroleum fill-
ing station, in Kolkata on Wednesday, Aug 29, 2018. 

PTI

Cement producers claim cheaper Pakistani exports, high tax at home hurt-
ing Indian cement industry.

Market Outlook
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Whither 
Kashmir?

T
he gruesome murder of three special police of-
ficers at Shopian in Kashmir has raised more 
serious issues of politics than the ordinary 
terrorist-security forces stand –off which the 

valley has been witnessing for decades now. The sheer 
brutality of the killings has been preceded by a daring 
threat by Hijbul Mujahideen asking the policemen of 
Kashmir either to post their resignation letters online 
or face the worst. That they were able to carry out the 
threat with impunity proves that the law and machin-
ery in the troubled State is in tatters. Worse still, nothing 
appears to be left of the intelligence network.  What is 
even more shocking is that the administration and the 
police top brass did not think it fit to ramp up security 
arrangements even after the Union Home Ministry had 
expressed apprehension about the fall-out of the Hijbul 
video warning, released a day after an Army jawan had 
been done in by the terrorist outfit. It would be naive 
to expect that the morale of the police would remain 
unshaken after such an incident in which the police 
officers were dragged out of their homes and shot 
dead at a distance away in an orchard. It was for the 
second time that the policemen had become the tar-
gets of the militants. Only three weeks ago, three other 
policemen and eight of their relatives were kidnapped 
in south Kashmir. Evidently, the terrorists must have 
read these incidents as signs of weakness which they 
wanted to exploit to the hilt in their subsequent strikes. 
These incidents give a clear indication that the mili-
tants have a free run of the valley in spite of the claims 
by the authorities that they are on the defensive in the 
face of the security forces gaining the upper hand. The 
roots of this mayhem must be traced to the unseemly 
haste in which the BJP-led NDA chose to withdraw its 
support to the Mehbooba Mufti-led PDP-BJP alliance 
government. The BJP must have set much store by go-
ing it alone in the upcoming elections to the local civic 
bodies and the panchayats in the State in October and 
November. The absence of a popular government and 
the clamping of the President’s Rule in the State has ap-
parently rebounded on the ruling NDA at the Centre. 
Mehbooba can hardly be faulted for pointing out that 
the Centre’s so-called muscular policies were not work-
ing and what was needed was a meaningful dialogue 
which, she admitted, was a distant dream. It is to be 
hoped that the Centre will start thinking out of the box 
and come up with a viable solution to end this chilling 
blood-letting in Kashmir.

Of Love, Longing and Reunion: A Fable of Our Times 
Saket Suman  | IANS

God patiently directs us as we trust Him 
and listen for His voice.

“We’re going this way,” I said as I touched my son’s 
shoulder and redirected him through the crowd to fol-
low his mom and sisters in front of us. I’d done this 

more often as the day wore on at the amusement park our 
family was visiting. He was getting tired and more easily 
distracted. Why can’t he just follow them? I wondered.

Then it hit me: How often do I do exactly the same 
thing? How often do I veer from obediently walking with 
God, enchanted by the temptations to pursue what I want 
instead of seeking His ways?

Think of Isaiah’s words from God for Israel: “Whether 
you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a 
voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it’ ” 
(Isaiah 30:21). Earlier in that chapter, God had rebuked 
His people for their rebelliousness. But if they would trust 
His strength instead of their own ways (v. 15), He prom-
ised to show His graciousness and compassion (v. 18).

One expression of God’s graciousness is His promise 
to guide us by His Spirit. That happens as we talk to Him 
about our desires and ask in prayer what He has for us. 
I’m thankful God patiently directs us, day-by-day, step-by-
step, as we trust Him and listen for His voice.  

Father, You’ve promised to guide us through the ups 
and downs and decisions we face in life. Help us to 
trust and follow You, and to actively listen for Your 

guiding voice.

Ronak Gupta | thewire.in

Vishal Gulati  | IANS

The ‘Crazy’ Quest for the Ghosts of Universes Past and Present

More Global Summits in Line to Bring Surge of Climate Actions

L
ast month, numerous publications ran a rather 
intriguing story with catchy headlines. New Scien-
tist’s was entitled ‘A glimpse of a previous universe’. 
For those not clued into happenings in cosmology, 

this headline could easily be misleading. However, a quick 
glance at any of these pieces throws up a famous name: 
that of Roger Penrose. And if a science story reports work 
coming from the stable of Penrose, it becomes compelling 
to take it seriously.

Penrose has long championed a particular flavour of 
cosmological models to describe the universe’s evolution, 
called cyclic conformal cosmology (CCC). This model 
slaves the universe to a continuous cycle of birth and 
death: an event like the Big Bang creates it, followed by the 
formation of galactic structures, then – after a really long 
time – death becomes inevitable and structures cease to 
exist. The universe in this smooth state ‘somehow’ match-
es with the uniform and compact conditions required for 
the birth of a new universe. This is then jumpstarted by 
another big bang.

Penrose envisions our current universe as simply 
occupying one aeon in many, that it was preceded by a 
previous universe and that it will eventually give way to 
another just like the one we currently inhabit. It’s an auda-
cious idea not far from the kinds we are often exposed to 
in hard science fiction. The only way validate it would be 
to check if any of the previous universes have left behind a 
detectable experimental signature.

Our own universe’s Big Bang could be better elucidat-
ed when scientists discovered a signature of its birth: the 
cosmic microwave background (CMB) radiation. It was an 
almost accidental but certainly momentous discovery. The 
CMB is the left over radiation from the Big Bang, is spread 
throughout the universe, and contains important infor-
mation about the universe’s state shortly after its birth.

In 2010, Penrose, a mathematician and theoretical 
physicist, and V.J. Gurzadyan, one of his peers, conjec-
tured that the CMB could contain impressions left there 
by gravitational waves emitted by colliding black holes 
from a previous aeon. In a preprint paper, they reported 
that these impacts could manifest as concentric circular 
patterns in the CMB. The claim lead to a flurry of activity 
and criticisms to boot. It was promptly demonstrated that 
the statistical significance of the result wasn’t very good 
and that the patterns that were found in the CMB could 
be predicted by existing cosmology models.

More recently, Penrose and two other physicists re-
visited the CMB looking for more patterns. This time 
again, they have proposed that black holes are to blame. 
And this time again, their radical proposal has received 
much attention. In a recent preprint paper (dedicated to 
the memory of Penrose’s friend and frequent collaborator 
Stephen Hawking), the trio presented new evidence of re-
gions in the CMB that they claim are signs of black holes 
from a previous universe.

Black holes, though named as such, aren’t truly ‘black’. 
Hawking’s biggest scientific contribution was the predic-
tion that black holes continuously leak radiation. Thus, 
these objects are slowly but surely losing energy and, over 
time, will ‘evaporate’ into nothingness. According to Pen-
rose, when a universe approaches its own end and the 
beginning of another, it can squish this leaked radiation 
into a stain onto the CMB. This spot would then appear as 
a relatively high temperature spot in the CMB of the new 
universe. And this so-called Hawking spot would become 
a circular patch as the universe expands.

The team found 20 potential Hawking spots by ana-
lysing CMB data from the Planck telescope in space. They 
have also claimed that the CMB region around these 
warmer Hawking spots is cooler, significantly more so 
than what the temperature variation due to typical fluc-
tuations would cause. Interestingly, when such spots were 
analysed in computer-generated CMB maps, the tem-
perature fall was not as drastic as suggested in the real 
cosmos data. In other words, the detection of the Hawk-
ing spots carried a higher statistical significance than the 
last time. In fact, the researchers have staked that there is 
a less-than-0.1% chance that these Hawking spots were 
randomly generated illusions.
Is this finally evidence of a  pre-big-bang universe?
Penrose remains assertive as ever, having said, “Of course, 
the theory is ‘crazy’, but I strongly believe (in view of ob-
servational facts that seem to be coming to light) that we 
have to take it seriously.” In their paper, the researchers 
call into question existing models and write, “It seems to 
us that anomalous points provide an important new in-
put to cosmology, irrespective of the validity of CCC. It is 
hard to see, however, that they find a natural explanation 
in the currently conventional inflationary picture.”

Experimental cosmology has been at an impasse 
for some years now and no smoking gun has yet been 
detected to prove theories like cosmic inflation, which 
seeks to explain the large-scale distribution of matter in 
the universe. As a result, observational evidence for any 

cosmological model always creates a buzz in the scientific 
community.

Douglas Scott, a cosmologist at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia, concurs, telling Physics World, “Obviously, 
if someone could show that some specific pattern on the 
microwave sky was a proof that the universe underwent 
a series of cycles, then that would be spectacularly excit-
ing.” The public has also always been fascinated with sto-
ries about the origin and fate of the Universe, reflected in 
the extensive coverage the preprint paper has received in 
the media. But is the paper conclusive proof of our uni-
verse being in a eternal cosmic cycle? According to Scott, 
“this paper falls very short of doing that”.

There has been more criticism, other than those at-
tached to CCC, levelled at this specific work. For example, if 
the CCC theory is true, there should be millions of Hawking 
points scattered across the sea of CMB radiation in the uni-
verse. While the data Penrose et al addressed covered only 
a third of this ‘sea’, 20 Hawking spots is still a suspiciously 
small number, and even if some points might be too weak 
to be detected.

Further, analysing CMB data can be tricky because of 
the large number of patterns that can be detected with-
in it. In the context of the earlier study that also invoked 
CMB data, Sean Carroll, a theoretical physicist at Caltech, 
wrote on his blog that “analysing the CMB is hard! It’s a 
very messy universe out there, and if you don’t take every 
single source of error correctly into account, you can con-
vince yourself of all sorts of things.”

So for the time being, the jury is still out if the trio of 
researchers has indeed uncovered proof of a previous 
universe. The preprint paper is presumably undergoing 
peer-review and will be thoroughly scrutinised; the story 
of our universe is serious business! Whenever the question 
of space and time before the Big Bang arises, scientists be-
come queasy, and with good reason.

Meanwhile, at age 87, Penrose is still at it with his dedi-
cated defence of CCC. The universe may have originated 
from a Big Bang or a Big Bounce, and might end in a Big 
Freeze or a Big Crunch. Or it may not end at all. We still 
don’t know what the primary constituents of the universe 
– dark matter or dark energy – really are. Maybe there once 
was a universe just like ours, or maybe ours has been the 
only one since time first started. There is much to learn 
about the universe, and even more to fathom.

Ronak Gupta recently completed his masters in fluid 
mechanics from the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for 

Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore. He writes 
about all things science.

J
ust over a week after commitments 
by investors, business communities 
and governments to step up actions 
at the Global Climate Action Summit, 

another two global dialogues both in New 
York next week, were the line to push ac-
tions towards bolder solutions to tackle 
climate change, experts said on Sunday.

The opening ceremony of Climate 
Week New York City, 10th in series, on 
Monday, attracts CEOs, government min-
isters, governors, mayors and investors 
from around the world, while the second 
One Planet Summit on September 26 will 
be a crucial step for raising ambitions and 
accelerating the protection of planet from 
carbon emissions.

“This year we expect our distinguished 
speakers to include senior leadership of 
the UN, global CEOs and national lead-
ers,” a spokesperson for Climate Week 
New York City told IANS on Sunday.

Businesses, cities and states are com-
ing together over this period to step up 
climate leadership, and will be calling on 
their peers and governments to do the 
same - to put the world on-track to achieve 
the Paris Agreement.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern; Costa Rica President Carlos Alvar-
ado Quesada; Marshall Islands President 

Hilda Heine; Peru President Martin Vizcar-
ra; and Haiti President Jovenel Moise will 
attend the opening ceremony of the Cli-
mate Week New York City that concludes 
on September 30.

As well as Brad Smith, President and 
CLO of Microsoft; Jens Birgersson CEO of 
Rockwool Group; Jake Yamashita CEO of 
Ricoh; Francesco Starace CEO of ENEL; 
Stephen Badger Chairman of Mars; Alex-
andra Liftman Global Environmental Ex-
ecutive of Bank of America; Paul Coster of 
JP Morgan; and Fleming Voetmann, Vice 
President of ICA, will also be present.

One Planet Summit will be co-hosted 
by French President Emmanuel Macron, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, 
World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim 
and UN Special Envoy for Climate Action 
Michael R. Bloomberg.

The summit will be held on September 
26, following the second annual Bloomb-
erg Global Business Forum and alongside 
the 73rd session of the UN General Assem-
bly.

“Climate action requires a collective 
response. Discipline and ambition are es-
sential. We are going through challenging 
times, but solutions are everywhere, all 
over the world. We must act together to 
foster innovation, boost transformative 
projects, gather public and private invest-
ments, and deliver on our promises for the 
next generations,” Macron said in a state-

ment.
Bloomberg, who is the founder of 

Bloomberg LP and Bloomberg Philan-
thropies, added: “Since last year’s sum-
mit, we’ve taken important steps forward 
to reduce carbon emissions and improve 
people’s lives, by cleaning the air, growing 
the economy, and creating jobs. This year’s 
summit is a chance to accelerate that 
progress and spread the health and eco-
nomic benefits of climate action to more 
people around the world.”

Launched on December 12, 2017, in 
Paris, the inaugural One Planet Summit 
gathered more than 4,000 participants 
to accelerate the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement and to engage public and 
private actors in the fight against climate 
change.

Three years after the historic signing 
of the Paris Climate Change Agreement, 
the just concluded Global Climate Action 
Summit and the upcoming Climate Week 
New York City and One Planet Summit will 
confirm the commitment of public and 
private actors to climate action.

Both climate summits are lined up 
in run up to the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change that will publish 
a special report on global warming of 1.5 
degrees Celsius for policymakers in Octo-
ber.

At the Global Climate Action Sum-
mit in San Francisco, 29 philanthropic 

communities announced $4 billion over 
five years to combat climate change, the 
largest-ever philanthropic investment fo-
cused on climate change mitigation.

Likewise, an alliance of more than 60 
state/regional, city governments and mul-
tinational businesses has committed to a 
100 per cent zero emission targets through 
the ZEV (zero emission vehicle) Challenge.

Mahindra and Mahindra, India’s lead-
ing manufacturer of utility vehicles and 
part of the $20.7 billion Mahindra Group, 
has announced its commitment to be-
come a carbon neutral company by 2040.

So is big emitters like India’s Dalmia 
Cement that has committed to set sci-
ence-based emissions reduction targets. 
The company aims to be carbon negative 
by 2040.

Almost 400 global companies along 
with health care providers, cities, states 
and regions now have 100 per cent renew-
able energy targets.

This includes nearly 150 major global 
companies such as Tata Motors and Sony 
that have joined the RE100 initiative: col-
lective annual revenues of these compa-
nies total well over $2.75 trillion and their 
annual electricity demand is higher than 
that of Poland, the venue of UN Climate 
Change’s Conference or COP24 to be held 
from December 2 to 14.

Vishal Gulati can be contacted at 
vishal.g@ians.in

DAILY
PATH

Walking God’s Way

BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 30:15–21  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears 

will hear a voice behind you, saying,  
“This is the way; walk in it.”     

~   Isaiah 30:21

Book: The Rabbit & The Squirrel;  
Author: Siddharth Dhanvant Shanghvi;  

Publisher: Penguin; Pages: 66; Price: Rs 399

T
his tiny book — its prose poignant and illustra-
tions beautiful — may come across as a light 
read, but is intimate in its moment and sym-
bolic of life’s larger picture; a story where human 

tragedies are conveyed through the beautiful friendship, 
love and longing of a rabbit and a squirrel for each other.

To summarise, as the author does: “The Squirrel’s 
greatest joy is dancing in the forest with the Rabbit -- 
her beloved friend and equal of the heart. While the duo 
is inseparable, fate has other ideas: the feisty Squirrel is 
forcibly married to a wealthy boar and the solitary Rab-
bit enlists in a monastery.”

The simple fable is told beautifully and with a lot 
of humour. In the book’s very brief span, the author 
succeeds in providing distinct characteristics to both 
the protagonists. The readers are told that the Squirrel 
had rejected all her suitors. The Chipmunk was “a den-
tist’s nightmare” for her whereas the Owl was “wise but 
creepy as hell”.

When the Rabbit suggests a young gazelle, the 
Squirrel remarks: “You trying to hook me up with some-
one for whom ï¿½playing the field’ is a survival tactic?”

She wanted to live high up in a tree, “avoid everyone 
and drink in the afternoon” but is ultimately married to 
a “filthy wild pig simply because he’s loaded”. The rea-
son? “...Because it is time you were married,” her par-
ents said.

Oscillating between rage and sorrow, the Squirrel 
reflects that she feels like she is “a reduced-to-clear item 
on the shelf of a discount supermarket”. And then she 
meets the Rabbit again before she would be married. 
The duo talk of the unforeseen future, in lamentation 
and in tears, as they are well aware of their impending 
separation.

But along the way are larger remarks and reflections 
that lead readers to connect incidents in the fable to 
everyday life. 

At one point, for example, the Squirrel says: “How 
come no one tells a rabbit to settle down? It’s completely 
kosher for all of you to ï¿½f*** like bunnies’ -- in fact, it’s 
part of the job description.”

While the loveless marriage that the Squirrel is 
forced into breaks apart later, life takes an altogether 
different turn for the lonely Rabbit, who applies to a 
monastery. Several years later, when he was ordained 
as a monk, he was told “to sleep with the Head Duck as 
part of the “official initiation ceremony”.

“The Rabbit tore off his rosary beads and threw 
them to the groundï¿½” He later opens a florist’s store 
in a small town, where the Squirrel comes searching for 
him. The two meet in delight, like lovers long separated. 
She tells him of the atrocities of the wild boar, and how 
she escaped her cruel fate. But now she is sick -- suffer-
ing from a strange sort of cancer that had got into her 
bushy tail.

And so they live the moment, and as the author 
says, “...Our sorrows, when they bloom, bloom with all 
of life.”

“The Rabbit & The Squirrel” is both a devastating 
and satisfying fable of our times because in narrating 
the story of its unlikely protagonists, Shanghvi tells of 
the sordidness that companionship often descends 
into, bound as it is by societal norms.

But in the end, it is the Squirrel and the Rabbit who 
take the leap of faith. “The only love that sticks around,” 
as the Rabbit reflects towards the end of the book, “is 
the love you let go.”

Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A current or po-
tential love relationship could hit a snag as 
you have a clash of wills. If either of you is 
stubborn, this could turn into an unpleas-

ant power struggle. Try to work out a course of action 
that creates a win/win situation, so neither of you 
feels compromised. In this way, the development of 
your relationship will progress rather than regress.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): An opportu-
nity to increase your income by working 
in an artistic or innovative manner could 
come your way today, Taurus. Technolo-

gies like film or computer graphics may be involved. 
You may have doubts about your ability to take this 
on, but that’s only your insecurity. Don’t be timid. 
Have a little confidence in yourself. Consider it all 
carefully. If it seems workable, go for it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Circumstanc-
es beyond your control may frustrate your 
desire to get together with a love partner 
today, Gemini. Work or family obligations 

could interfere. If your partner has to beg off, don’t 
get upset and start doling out blame. This won’t help 
and could put your friend on the defensive. Make ar-
rangements to meet another day. Absence makes the 
heart grow fonder!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Visitors who 
mean a lot to you can make your home 
an even warmer and cozier place, Cancer. 
You’ll probably spend a lot of time fixing 

it up and receive sincere compliments. The only 
downside might be that your current partner may 
not be there due to circumstances beyond anyone’s 
control. Enjoy the visit, and invite your friends to re-
turn when your partner is there.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A long but neces-
sary phone call from a close friend or love 
partner could come at work today, Leo. 
Matters of immediate concern need reso-

lution. You might be uneasy about taking company 
time, and could even attract some unsettling atten-
tion, but you need to have this conversation now. It 
probably won’t have any long-term negative effects, 
so do what you have to do. You’ll feel a lot better.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you might 
discover a previously untapped talent, Virgo, 
perhaps an artistic gift. This could be thrill-
ing, but it will probably take some getting 

used to. Your first efforts might be tentative and un-
certain, but this is what usually happens when you 
learn a new skill. Don’t get discouraged yet! Give your-
self time. Eventually you’ll probably love what you do.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You should be 
looking especially attractive, Libra. You 
may have an ethereal, mystical look about 
you that attracts attention from strangers. 

This won’t be lost on your friends, either. You could 
find it unsettling, particularly if people get too atten-
tive or if a love partner gets jealous. Relax and enjoy 
it anyway. Needless to say, this is a great day to shop 
for clothes!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your phone 
may seem haunted today, Scorpio. Calls 
might be filled with static, you could get 
some phantom rings, or callers may insist 

they tried to call when your phone never rang. There 
probably isn’t any supernatural force at work, but it 
might be a good idea check with your phone compa-
ny. There could be problems with your equipment.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A reas-
sessment of your financial goals may be 
needed now, Sagittarius. Some of your ex-
pectations may be unrealistic, and you 

might need to look at them in a more practical 
light. This doesn’t mean they won’t happen, just 
that they’re apt to take a little longer than you’d like. 
Think of it as an opportunity to develop patience. 
Rework your budget and hang in there!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Are you 
romantically attracted to someone you 
know through work, Capricorn? If so, this 
isn’t a good time to pursue it. You might be 

wearing your heart on your sleeve a little too obvi-
ously. This could be unsettling for your friend, and it 
might sabotage the results you’re hoping for. Be pa-
tient and let the relationship develop. Your feelings 
could well be mutual!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Inspiration 
for writing, music, drawing, painting, or 
other creative activities could hover just 
out of reach today, Aquarius. Great ideas 

could pop into your head and out just as quickly. The 
only way to avoid the frustration of missing out on 
wonderful ideas is to write them down as soon as 
they come. Making notes can also stimulate further 
inspiration. Go for it!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you 
could run into an old friend and suddenly 
see him or her in a different light. A roman-
tic, sensual attraction you never believed 

possible could suddenly seem overwhelming. Try to 
gauge if this person feels the same way. If so, plan a 
date. Don’t write this possibility off because you’ve 
labeled this person a “friend.”

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Taking One More Step to Move Ahead

Why Staff Selection Board is Needed in Our State?  

Naga Hoho and NSF: Malafide Organisations

T
he term, “malafide” has a number 
of meanings; here, I use it in two 
senses, namely, “dishonest” and 
“illegal”. The Naga Hoho and the 

Naga Students’ Federation are dishonest 
organisations because they have included 
non-Naga tribes into organisations which, 
by their very titles, are meant for Naga 
Tribes alone. And due to this act of dis-
honesty, they have rendered themselves 
illegal; for the law will not recognise a Me-
chanics’ Union whose members include 
Carpenters.

Let us begin with the word, “Naga”, and 
who is a Naga? The word, Naga, is an exo-
nymous word; an exonym is a word given 
to one by foreigners. The most commonly 
accepted origin of the word, “Naga”, is the 
Assamese word, “Noga”, used by them to 
describe the Hill Tribes that came into 
contact with them; in most cases, when 
the latter came to the plains of Assam to 

buy salt. The British anglicized the word 
“Noga” to Naga. Apart from the nega-
tive impact of European Colonization of 
the world, there was a positive aspect to 
it too. For in the wake of the Colonizers 
came scientists from all fields, includ-
ing the Social Scientists, i.e. ethnologists, 
anthropologists, linguists, sociologists, et 
al. The Flora and Fauna of the world was 
studied and recorded along with the dif-
ferent races, cultures, customs and lan-
guages of the many different people they 
encountered.

With regard to the People inhabiting 
the North-East border of India and Myan-
mar, on both sides, the early British and 
European Social Scientists classified us 
into two major groups; the Naga Tribes 
and the Mizo (Lushai)-Kuki-Chin Tribes. 
The Naga tribes were distinctly classified 
under 2 groups; the first group was called, 
simply, Nagas, the second group, living 

south of the Angami Tribe, Manipur Nagas 
(including a tribe called, “Kutcha Nagas”). 
The second were called Manipur Nagas 
because they lived under the suzerainty of 
the King of Manipur.

Like the Nagas, with their many differ-
ent tribes, the Mizo (Lushai)-Kuki-Chins 
too, have many tribes; the British classified 
the Kukis into two groups, the Old Kuki 
Tribes and the New Kuki Tribes. The book, 
“The Lushei Kuki Clans” authored by Lt. 
Colonel J. Shakespeare, under orders from 
the (then) Government of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam and published in 1912 clearly 
lists the Aimol, Anal, Chawte (Chote), 
Chiru, Maram, among others, as Old Kuki 
Tribes. So, how are they part of the Naga 
Hoho and N.S.F.? 

It seems that there has been a clear pol-
icy on the part of the Manipur Nagas to in-
clude Old Kuki Tribes into the Naga fold as 
a vote bank to select the Executive Mem-

bers of their choice and control the Poli-
cies of the Naga Hoho and the N.S.F. This 
cannot be allowed to continue. The Naga 
Hoho is on its death bed, due to the earlier 
withdrawal of the Eastern Nagas and the 
recent withdrawal of nearly all the remain-
ing Naga Tribes of Nagaland. Now, sud-
denly, the N.S.F. seems to be in the lime-
light, poking its nose into affairs which do 
not concern it. A case in point being its 
attempt to hijack the celebration of the 
Centenary of The Naga Club. How can a 
Student Organisation, which saw the light 
of day decades after their elders formed 
The Naga Club, presume to celebrate the 
Centenary of the Club without invitation?

An organisation survives on the wishes 
of its members; the Executive of the or-
ganization cannot act in defiance of its 
members. I, therefore urge all Sumi Stu-
dents to insist on the withdrawal of the 
Sumi Kiphimi Kuqhakulu (The All Sumi 

Students’ Union) from the Naga Students’ 
Federation. Just as the Sumi Hoho has 
withdrawn from the Naga Hoho. As torch-
bearers of the Future of the Sumi Tribe, the 
S.K.K. cannot be seen as part of a spurious 
organization like the N.S.F. Our past asso-
ciation with the N.S.F. lay on false grounds; 
our ignorance of the many Tribes of Ma-
nipur was taken advantage of; but now 
that the Truth has been revealed, there are 
no further grounds for associating with the 
N.S.F. And I would be grateful if our Poli-
ticians and many Underground Factions 
would refrains from interfering in a Tribal 
decision which must be based on the facts 
on the ground, not political expediency, or 
for the good of a few, at the expense of the 
masses.

God Save Nagaland

Kahuto Chishi Sumi
Kahuto107@gmail.com

T
he Report of Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) which was 
tabled in the recently concluded 
session of the 13th Nagaland Leg-

islative Assembly was thoroughly embar-
rassing as a Christian. Some may say it was 
not as bad as before and take comfort in 
it. However, from unverifiable projects to 
doubtful execution, from short execution 
to abandonment of projects, from diver-
sion of projects to furnishing of utiliza-
tion certificates even before funds were 
released, from a single project paid twice 
to dealers concealing purchases and evad-
ing taxes, from undue financial benefit to 
contractor(s) on enhancement of rate to 
fictitious transportation challans and non-
existent vehicles, from misappropriation of 

students’ scholarship funds to miraculous 
resizing of  two-storey RCC hostel building 
to a single-storey building are all too much 
to be expecting from the top state govern-
ment functionaries, bureaucrats, contrac-
tors, and their accomplices. These things 
are appalling! But they are not impossible 
if one gives in to unquenchable greed.

Perhaps, calculative blame game is 
doing the round because the recent years 
had witnessed unstable governments with 
portfolios and officials reshuffled more 
often than required, and so one can eas-
ily pass the buck to others. But all these 
had happened in “real” Nagaland. Those 
responsible for such “crimes” may safely 
be relaxing far away from the catch of the 
legal grip, but hopefully not beyond the 

prick of conscience.     
Enough damage has been done to our-

selves. We have become callous and take 
pride in shameful things. Given the situ-
ation, tons of anger can ceaselessly flow 
from one’s mouth, but perhaps that can 
only snowball more angers and will not 
achieve anything worthwhile. It is evident 
that Nagaland is speeding up towards an 
explosion! We have all the recipes in place, 
external threats and internal decadence, 
and the day may not be too far off when 
we will have to pay heavy consequences 
for all that we have recklessly sown. God 
forbid that such day should ever come!

Sadly, our society is at its lowest point! 
But we are not hopeless yet if we care to 
seek God’s face and mercy. In that assur-

ing care of the Almighty God we can thrive 
again. However, it also requires will and 
determination from everyone, and eve-
ryone must take one more step to move 
on. The state government should com-
mit itself seriously to be more “people/
public” government and not “self/party” 
government. The Naga national govern-
ments must spare every young Naga en-
trepreneur who struggles to stand on his/
her own feet from all taxation as a com-
mitment to building the Naga nation to-
gether. Too many of them have given up 
from frustration and we must not allow 
any more to happen. The church should 
guard closely its sanctity and integrity so 
that it remains worthy of providing shel-
ter and hope to our fatigued society, and 

to look upon for the voice of God in hazy 
times. The Nagas have to promote the 
family feeling and learn to live together 
not only during good times but more so 
in bad times. And the non-Nagas living in 
Nagaland should contribute towards the 
common good with sense of gratitude for 
getting their livelihood in being here. 

Restoration of “God-consciousness” 
in all of our dealings and relationships is 
indispensable in our journey to a better 
society. Everyone must take another God-
fearing step to make Nagaland a more joy-
ful place to live in. To that end, May God 
help us!

V Atsi Dolie
Mission Compound, Kohima  

T
he manner of appointments in 
PWD department had caused 
huge uproar among the legislators 
in the recently completed Assem-

bly Session of the NLA. A week before the 
Assembly session, the result of LDA CUM 
COMPUTER ASSISTANT posts in the Agri 
department had caused similar uproar, 
at least on social media.  Time and again, 
the government of Nagaland amazes us 
with its extraordinary actions when we are 
thinking the last time would be the last. 
The reason for the ever-continuing hijack 
on the departments by some vested min-
isters and bureaucrats is because of the 
public inaction. We roar only during the 
time of casualties but after few weeks it all 
goes back to square one. We complain but 
we don’t act to bring long term solution(s) 
to the impending issues, which is why we 
are at the receiving end. 

Comparing to backdoor appointments 
made in PWD and Police departments, 
the recruitment process in the Agri de-
partment seemed fair enough; unlike in 
former departments, at least the backward 
tribes got their quota in Agri department 
all because of recruitment by Examina-
tion. If there was no examination, there 
would have been no place for backward 
tribes too and all posts would have gone 
to a particular tribe as was the case in the 
PWD department. 

However,  having said so, neither do I 
support the departmental examination 
system in the present form nor do I mean 
departmental examinations are fair and 
free from manipulation. With few excep-
tional cases, the departmental examina-
tion in Nagaland is a big farce. Since there 
is not much difference between the two,  
citizens are often confused between back-
door appointments and departmental 
exams. Some say Appointment without 

advertisement is “Backdoor appointment” 
while appointment via departmental 
exam is “Window Appointment”. In other 
words, backdoor appointment is a day-
light robbery, departmental exam is a mid-
night robbery, the former is noticeable but 
the latter is not noticeable. Though both 
are robberies and the amount of crime is 
also equal, yet, backdoor appointment is 
illegitimate but departmental exam is le-
gitimate insipite of illegal means involved 
in the recruitment process. To be precise,  
departmental exams are conducted for the 
sole motive to legitimize the illegitimate 
actions of the culprits.  Over the years,  it 
has become a mechanism to cover up the 
crime committed by those at the helm of 
power.  

The real motive of conducting depart-
mental exams was to select meritorious 
candidates so as to render efficient serv-
ices to the government.  However, the 
system has been exploited to the maxi-
mum by few vested individuals to satiate 
their selfish interests. For many decades, 
without shedding blood, the aspiration of 
meritorious and deserving candidates are 
being executed in the sacrificial alter of 
ministers and bureaucrats in the form of 
departmental exams. The system has been 
in place for more than six decades and still 
we choose to remain silent; but for how 
long?  

The departmental examination system 
in the present form not only serves the 
interest of few vested individuals but also 
causes untold harassment to genuine and 
deserving aspirants. Let us look into some 
of the difficulties aspirants are facing:

1. An aspirant while burning midnight 
oil to face exams loses his/her prime years 
to invest in other avenues. After his/her 
aspiration has been killed by the hands 
of corruption he/she gets frustrated and 

when his/her frustrations grow bigger, 
joins anti social forces. Many able youths 
have been pushed into the pit of corrup-
tion. 

2. The present departmental examina-
tion system is also a very costly affair. Since 
all departmental exams are being con-
ducted in the state capital, aspirants from 
far flung areas have to spend at least three 
days to sit for a single exam. When we cal-
culate their expenditure for a single exam; 
Bus Fare (arrival+return)=2000 + fooding 
and lodging per day 2500X3 days =7500 
+Taxi fare1000 total=10500(ten thousand 
five hundred) only. Besides, departmental 
exams are not conducted simultaneously. 
In a year at least 10 departmental exams 
(excluding NPSC,  UPSC and other central 
exams) are conducted.  

Now if he/she sits for ten (10) exams 
in a year, 10500X10=105000 (one lakh five 
thousand) only. Let aside other expendi-
tures, even just filling up the forms costs 
an aspirant not less than 200-300 bucks. 
There are far more plights faced by the as-
pirants, if we are to write each and every 
bit of problems, even this newspaper 
would run out of  space.

3. The present departmental examina-
tion system is costly for the government 
as well. The departments have to engage 
their employees for weeks and months 
preparing for the conduct of a single exam. 
In a year, if ten departmental exams are 
conducted, at least 1000 government serv-
ants are engaged for setting of questions,  
conduct of exams,  invigilating,  answer 
correction,  conduct of interviews etc. 
Besides wastage of time,  expenditure for 
question papers, TA/DA for invigilator and 
interview board members, refreshments 
etc need to be minutely calculated.  

The present Departmental examina-
tion process is polluted and therefore to-

tally unacceptable.  Unless some drastic 
institutional changes are affected, the 
future of our state looks gloom. There-
fore,  Public Service Aspirants of Nagaland 
(PSAN) has been earnestly pursuing for 
setting up of Staff Selection Board (SSB) 
in Nagaland since 2016. In this regard, the 
PSAN  met His Excellency, the Governor of 
Nagaland and submitted Representation 
in the winter of 2016, followed by submis-
sion of representations and meetings with 
the then Chief Ministers Shri T. R Zeliang, 
Dr.  Shurhozulie and the incumbent Shri.  
Neiphiu Rio. The PSAN has also called on 
a host of ministers, senior bureaucrats and 
policy makers to impress upon them the 
urgency of the matter.  The PSAN’s per-
sistence seems to be bearing fruit as the 
incumbent Chief Minister has directed 
the department concerned to pursue the 
matter. The effort of PSAN is solely for the 
welfare of downtrodden,  remote areas, 
genuine and deserving candidates,  gen-
eral public and most importantly for the 
future of our state.  

The SSB, if institutionalized, would 
have sweeping effect on the people of Na-
galand.  It will be one vital instrument to 
eradicate corruption in our state. Some 
(among many) merits if SSB is set up are 
as here under :-

1. Backdoor appointment is the root 
cause of corruption in the government 
sector.  Sometimes,  legislators are forced 
to act against their conscience due to pub-
lic pressure,  as one current minister ar-
gued.  If SSB is set up,  the ministers and 
MLA will be relieved off the pressure from 
the public.  It will give them good reason 
that backdoor appointment is outside 
their grip. In return,  the public will also do 
away with pre-election job commitment 
and vote with their conscience for the right 
candidate. 

2. The present departmental exami-
nation system where those at the helm of 
power select candidates at their whims 
and fancies would be checked and only 
genuine an deserving candidates will be 
selected. The selection of candidates on 
the principal of meritocracy would pro-
vide efficiency in the office as well.

3. The present departmental exami-
nation system where huge amount is 
incurred from the state’s coffers will be 
stopped and also save the departments 
from manual and monetary expenditure.  

4. The difficulties faced by the aspirants 
would be addressed. They will sit for one 
(or two) exam(s) in a year while ticking the 
option for 10-20 departments at a time. It 
will save the aspirants from huge unneces-
sary expenditures. 

The SSB if institutionalized, it will 
benefit all the stakeholders- the govern-
ment, the public and the aspirants. It will 
also go a long way in the history of Na-
galand for dousing the flame of corrup-
tion.  While the PSAN was pressurizing 
the Nagaland government, the Arunachal 
Pradesh government has preceded Naga-
land in setting up their own Staff Selec-
tion Board. If our neighbors can do why 
can’t our government do the same? Lastly, 
I hope the lone JD(U) legislator who is a 
partner in the PDA coalition will live up 
to its pre-election manifesto and pursue 
the setting up of SSB in Nagaland with ut-
most sincerity.   

The writer also requests the right 
thinking citizens and educated youth of 
Nagaland and most importantly, Eastern 
Nagaland Legislators whose people are the 
receiving end to support PSAN for setting 
up of SSB.

Kuknalim.
Ngukato K. Tsuipu 

Advisor,  PSAN
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It is time PM, Jaitley ‘stop lying’ on Rafale 
issue and call for JPC probe — Rahul

PMJAY-Ayushman Bharat scheme to 
benefit 1.30 cr. MP families — CM

TDP MLA, ex-legislator shot dead by Maoists in Andhra 
After SC rap, WhatsApp appoints 
grievance officer for India

India, Egypt decide to 
boost defence cooperation

After France, India likely to ink 
pact with Russia for Gaganyaan

Engagement in Indo-Pacific not directed 
at any country – India to Russia

Rafale deal is the ‘’largest defence 
scam’’ in India — Prashant Bhushan

Prashant Bhushan

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses the media on Rafale deal issue, in New Delhi, Saturday on 
Sep 22.

PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi Sunday hit back at 
Arun Jaitley on the Rafale 
issue, saying it is time the 
finance minister and the 
prime minister “stop ly-
ing” and call for a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) probe for an “uncor-
rupted truth” to come out.

He accused Jaitley of 
having the ability to spin 
“2 truths or lies” with “fake 
self-righteousness” and 
“indignation to defend the 
indefensible”. 

“Mr Jetlie’s speciality is 
his ability to spin ‘2 truths’, 
or lies, with fake self right-
eousness and indignation 
to defend the indefensible. 

It’s high time he, the RM 
and our PM stop lying and 
call a JPC to establish the 
full, uncorrupted truth 
about the Rafale Scam 
(sic),” Gandhi tweeted.

He also tagged a me-
dia report highlighting 
how former French presi-
dent Francois Hollande’s 
charges have hit the Modi 
government on the Rafale 
issue.

The Rafale controversy 
took a turn last week after 
former French president 
Hollande claimed that the 
Indian government pro-
posed Reliance Defence’s 
name as the offset partner 
for Dassault Aviation.

In response, the French 

government said it was 
in no manner involved in 
the choice of Indian indus-
trial partners for the Rafale 
deal, asserting that French 
firms have the full freedom 
to select Indian compa-
nies for the contract.

Jaitley earlier defended 
the prime minister on the 
Rafale issue, saying the 
French government and 
Dassault Aviation have 
categorically denied the 
correctness of the former 
president’s first statement. 

He said the French 
government has stated 
that the decision with re-
gard to the offset contracts 
of Dassault Aviation are 
taken by the company and 

Bhopal, Sep. 23 (PTI): As 
many as 1.30 crore families 
in Madhya Pradesh will ben-
efit from the Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana- Ayush-
man Bharat, Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said 
Sunday.

Chouhan launched the 
scheme in the state after it 
was rolled out nationwide 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at a function Sunday in 
Ranchi, Jharkhand.

“This is the world’s big-
gest health security scheme.

And this unique scheme 
has been charted out for 
the poor by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modiji,” he said.

Union Panchayat and 
Rural Development Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar and 
Union Social Justice Minister 
Thawar Chand Gehlot were 
also present at the function 
here.

Speaking at the function, 
Chouhan said that public 
welfare schemes of the Un-
ion government were being 
implemented in Madhya 
Pradesh on priority.

He said that houses will 
be provided to the poor in 
the state under the Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana by 2022, 
adding that MP was also 
leading in the PM Ujjwala 
Yojana under which 40 lakh 
women had been provided 
gas connections so far.

“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
has helped contain diseases. 
A remarkable decline has 
been registered in diseases 
in Indore city, which is the 
cleanest city of India, ac-
cording to the latest Swachh 
Survekshan,” he added.

Tomar, speaking at the 
function, said the Centre was 
making efforts to bring about 
comprehensive develop-
ment, adding that progress 
of the individual was a must 
alongside that of the region.

“Ayushman Bharat Yo-
jana is to ensure a healthy 
and clean India. Madhya 
Pradesh has always topped 
in the execution of the union 
government’s schemes in the 
past and will lead in the im-
plementation of this scheme 
as well,” Tomar claimed.

In his speech, Gehlot 
said,” The Ayushman Bharat 
Yojana has been introduced 
to ensure medical facilities to 
the poor without any incon-
venience.” 

Visakhapatnam, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
A ruling TDP MLA and a former 
legislator of his party were shot 
dead on Sunday by Maoists in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Visakhapatnam 
district, police said.

In what is said to be first ma-
jor attack by the Maoists on pub-
lic representatives in nearly a 
decade, K. Sarveswara Rao, 45, 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) MLA 
from Araku (Reserved-Scheduled 
Tribe) and his party colleague 
and former MLA Siveri Soma, 
52, were attacked near Thutangi 
village, about 125 km from the 
coastal city of Visakhapatnam, 
while they were returning from a 
programme at a village in Araku, 
a tribal area.

They were intercepted by a 
group of armed Maoists, includ-
ing women, while they were 
returning in two vehicles. 

After ordering others to leave, 
they began talking to the MLA 
and the former MLA about their 
alleged role in mining in agency 
areas. They later pumped bullets 
into the two leaders, killing them 
on the spot. Both were shot in the 
head and chest.

Director General of Police Ch. 
Srikanth said that the crime oc-
curred between noon and 1 p.m. 
about 15 km from the Odisha 
border. 

He said that the Maoists 

snatched the weapons from the 
two leaders’ security guards be-
fore sending them away.

Senior police officials rushed 
to the spot as th ebodies were 
taken to the King George Hospital 
at Visakhapatnam for autopsy.

Police said both Rao and 
Soma had received threats from 
Maoists in the past.

Following the killings, police 
was put on high alert. Public rep-
resentatives were advised to take 
precautions while visiting their 
respective constituencies.

Rao was elected from Araku 
on a YSR Congress Party ticket in 
the 2014 elections by defeating 
Soma of the TDP. In 2016, Rao 
switched loyalties to the TDP.

In July this year, tribals had 
protested against the MLA for 
allegedly obtaining mining lease 
in the name of his brother-in-law. 
They had alleged that quarrying 
of black stones was damaging the 
houses of tribals at Guda village.

Meanwhile, Deputy Chief 
Minister N. Chinna Rajappa said 
that a probe will be conducted to 
find out how the Maoists man-
aged to attack the two leaders. 

He pointed out that Maoist 
activities in Andhra Pradesh were 
controlled in the last four years, 
though they were reported to be 
active in neighbouring Odisha, 
Chhattisgarh and Telangana.

Supporters attack two police 
stations
Tension prevailed in Araku con-
stituency in Visakhapatnam district 
of Andhra Pradesh on Monday as 
relatives and supporters of a slain 
sitting TDP legislator and a former 
state lawmaker attacked two police 
stations.

Accusing the police of “failing” 
to protect the public representa-
tives, the protestors ransacked 
Araku and Dumbriguda police sta-
tions and set afire the furniture and 
other articles lying there.

K. Sarveswara Rao, 45, Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) MLA from 
Araku (Reserved-Scheduled Tribe) 
and his party colleague and former 
MLA Siveri Soma, 52, were gunned 
down by Maoists near Thutangi vil-
lage, about 125 km from the coastal 
city of Visakhapatnam, earlier in 
the day.

After the relatives and support-
ers of the slain leaders attacked 
Dumbriguda police station while 
blaming police for negligence, 
they set afire vehicles seized by the 
police in various cases and parked 
in the premises.

The protestors again staged a 
protest at the police station with 
the bodies of Rao and Soma.

The mob also attacked the Ar-
aku police station to protest against 
the police alleged negligence that 
led to the killings.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
After being pulled up by 
the Supreme Court for not 
appointing a Grievance 
Officer and complying 
with other laws of India, 
WhatsApp on Sunday ap-
pointed Komal Lahiri as 
the Grievance Officer for 
the country.

Based out of What-
sApp’s headquarters in 
Menlo Park, California, 
Lahiri can be contacted 
via email and general post 
by over 200 million users in 
the country.

“To contact the Griev-
ance Officer, please send an 
email with your complaint 
or concern and sign with an 
electronic signature.

“If you’re contacting us 
about a specific account, 
please include your phone 
number in full interna-
tional format, including 
the country code,” said 
the FAQ under the security 
and privacy settings.

If you want to contact 
WhatsApp, go to Settings, 
then Help and Contact Us 
section.

“You can contact the 
Grievance Officer with 
complaints or concerns, 
including the following: 

WhatsApp’s Terms of Serv-
ice and Questions about 
your account,” read the 
information.

“If you’re a law enforce-
ment official, please read 
our information for law 
enforcement authorities 
and how you can contact 
us,” it added.

The move came after 
the Supreme Court on Au-
gust 27 issued notice to the 
Centre and WhatsApp over 
a plea that said while com-
panies like Facebook and 
Google have appointed 
Grievance Officers for us-
ers in India, WhatsApp 
has not.

“In order  to  make 
WhatsApp accountable, it 
must be directed to com-
ply with Indian laws and 
appoint a Grievance Offic-
er who shall address griev-
ances of the consumers as 
well as co-ordinate with 
investigating agencies,” 
said the plea.

E v e r y  u s e r  h a s  a 
number on WhatsApp but 
the messaging platform 
does not have a number 
through which the users 
can contact the company 
for grievance redressal, it 
added.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): India and Egypt have decided 
to ramp up their defence and security ties which will 
include boosting counter-terror cooperation and car-
rying out joint exercises by their militaries, officials 
said.

The decisions were taken during talks between 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and her Egyp-
tian counterpart General Mohamed Ahmed Zaki 
Mohamed in Cairo.

She was on a two-day visit to Egypt from Septem-
ber 20-22.

Officials said Sitharaman and Mohamed also de-
liberated on expanding naval cooperation between 
the two countries and explored possibilities of joint 
production of defence equipment. 

They said both the sides are working towards hold-
ing joint exercises between their militaries. 

“They reviewed ongoing bilateral cooperation 
activities and discussed potential opportunities to fur-
ther deepen ties and exchanges in the defence sphere,” 
the defence ministry said.

It said the ministers decided to explore deeper 
cooperation in the fields of defence industry including 
joint production of military equipment. 

“Both sides reaffirmed their intent to enhance 
cooperation in counter-terrorism. Naval cooperation, 
including cooperation in maritime domain awareness, 
was identified as an area of potential,” it said. 

The ministry said India and Egypt would also in-
tensify training interactions between their militaries.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): After an 
agreement with France, India could 
ink a pact with Russia for sharing of 
expertise on ISRO’s ambitious human 
space mission project ‘Gaganyaan’ 
during Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s visit to New Delhi next month, 
official sources said.

Besides ‘Gaganyaan’, the two sides 
are currently engaged in talks to es-
tablish ground stations for Glonass, 
the global positioning system of Rus-
sia, and NaVIC, India’s home-grown 
GPS in the other country, the sources 
added.

The subject to share expertise on 
‘Gaganyaan’ came up during External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj’s visit 
to Moscow this month, a source said.

Significantly, India and France 
signed a memorandum of under-
standing earlier this month to share 
French expertise on the human mis-
sion project announced by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in his Inde-
pendence Day address this year.

The human mission project envis-
ages sending three Indians to space 
by 2022.

India’s first and - so far - the only 

astronaut Rakesh Sharma visited the 
outer space in 1984 on a spacecraft of 
the erstwhile Soviet Union.

In an MoU signed between India 
and Russia in May 2015, the Indian 
Space Research Organisation and RO-
SCOSMOS, the Russian space agency, 
had agreed to work on joint activities 
in areas of mutual interest, including 
satellite navigation, launch vehicle 
development, critical technologies for 
human spaceflight programme.

Russia is one of the three countries 
- the other two being France and the 
US - that share robust cooperation in 
all three strategic sectors of defence, 
nuclear and space with India.

Indo-Russian space collaboration 
dates back to four decades. In 2015, the 
two sides marked the 40th anniversary 
of the launch of India’s first satellite 
‘Aryabhatt’ on a Russian (then USSR) 
launch vehicle ‘Soyuz’.

In 2007, India and Russia signed a 
framework agreement on cooperation 
in the peaceful uses of outer space, 
including satellite launches, Glonass 
navigation system, remote sensing 
and other societal applications of 
outer space.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): Ahead 
of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s visit here next month, 
India has conveyed to Rus-
sia that its engagement in the 
Indo-Pacific region is not di-
rected against any country and 
it was keen on having a broad 
framework to ensure peace and 
stability in the strategically key 
area, government sources said.

The US has been pushing 
for a greater role for India in the 
Indo-Pacific which is seen by 
many countries as an effort to 
contain China’s growing clout 
in the region.

The issue of India’s involve-
ment in the Indo-Pacific fig-
ured prominently during talks 
between External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj and her Rus-
sian counterpart Sergey Lavrov.

The sources said while ac-
knowledging Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s “inclusive 
vision” for the Indo-Pacific as 
outlined during the Shangri-la 
Dialogue in Singapore in June, 
the Russian side felt that there 

may be countries which could 
be trying to “manipulate” the 
Indo-Pacific concept to serve 
their own interests. 

However, Swaraj categori-
cally conveyed to Lavrov that 
India has always acted respon-
sibly and that it was trying 
to carry everybody along for 
ensuring peace and stability in 
the Indo-Pacific region.

“The external affairs min-
ister made it very clear that 
India’s engagement is not di-
rected at any one country,” a 
source said.

Putin is scheduled to visit 
India early next month for the 
annual India-Russia summit 
during which both sides are 
likely to deliberate on security 
situation in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion.

In November last year, In-
dia, the US, Australia and Japan 
gave shape to the long-pending 
“Quad” Coalition to develop a 
new strategy to keep the critical 
sea routes in the Indo-Pacific 
free of any influence.

The four countries held a 
crucial meeting under the new 
framework in Singapore in June 
during which they deliberated 
on common concerns in the 
region and the way forward.

India, US and several other 
nations have been pressing for 
freedom of navigation in the 
disputed South China Sea. The 
US has been periodically send-
ing naval ships and planes to 
assert freedom of navigation, 
much to the chagrin of China.

In a symbolic move to re-
flect the importance it attaches 
to India in the region, the US 
renamed its Pacific Command 
as the Indo-Pacific Command 
four months back. 

In his  address  at  the 
Shangri-la Dialogue in Singa-
pore in June, Modi had outlined 
his vision for a prosperous 
Indo-Pacific Asia and said the 
world will have a better future 
when India and China work 
together with trust and confi-
dence while being sensitive to 
each other’s interests.

Chennai, Sep. 23 (PTI): Senior Supreme 
Court advocate Prashant Bhushan Sun-
day said the Rafale deal was the “largest 
defence scam in India” and urged the 
Centre to initiate a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) probe into the matter.

Addressing reporters here, he ques-
tioned how Anil Ambani’s Reliance De-
fence, the Indian offset partner of French 
firm Dassault Aviation, could be involved 
in the project as “most of his companies 
are in debt.” 

“This is not only the largest defence 
scam in India, but is one where national 
security has been severely compromised. 
While the IAF wanted 126 flights, it was 
reduced to 36,” Bhushan said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
announced the procurement of a batch 
of 36 Rafale jets after holding talks with 
then French president Francois Hollande 
on April 10, 2015 in Paris.

Opposition Congress has accused 
the government of choosing Reliance 
Defence over state-run Hindustan Aero-
nautics Ltd to benefit the private firm 
though it did not have any experience in 
the aerospace sector.

Lashing out at Modi and Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Bhushan 
charged the Centre with making IAF of-
ficials “lie” about the deal.

“You have severely compromised 
national security, broke the IAF’s back, 
looted people’s money and defamed a 

NEWS IN BRIEF
2 main accused in Rewari  
gang-rape arrested
Chandigarh, Sep. 23 (IANS): The Haryana Police’s 
Special Investigating Team (SIT) on Sunday arrested 
the two main accused in the Rewari gang-rape case. 
The accused, Pankaj and Manish, were on the run for 
almost two weeks. They were arrested from Satnali 
in Mahendragarh district. The victim, a 19-year-old 
school topper, was abducted and gang-raped after 
being drugged on September 12 while she was on the 
way to a coaching institute.

Nun rape: Bishop brought to 
convent where abuse took place
Kottayam (Kerala) Sep. 23 (IANS): Bishop Franco 
Mulakkal, who has been arrested for raping a nun 
and presently in police custody after his bail plea was 
turned down, was brought to a convent near here on 
Sunday where the assault took place.He was taken to 
the convent at Kuruvelengadu in a convoy of police 
vehicles from the Kottayam Police Club, where Mu-
lakkal will be kept till Monday.

Woman arrested in Delhi for 
running child-selling racket 
New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): A 40-year-old woman has 
been arrested from south Delhi for allegedly running 
a racket selling children, police said on Sunday. The 
woman, Kavita, is suspected to be the kingpin of the 
racket selling babies to childless couples at prices 
ranging between INR 2 lakh and INR 5 lakh, they said. 
The accused was held three days ago and a court has 
sent her to police remand, police said, adding two ba-
bies have been recovered after her arrest. The racket 
came to the notice of Delhi Police last month, follow-
ing which two police personnel met one of the ac-
cused posing as a childless couple. The accused was 
arrested and four children were rescued from him.

BJP leader kills himself in 
Shahdol district of MP
Shahdol (MP), Sep. 23 (PTI): Martand Tripathi (54), 
a BJP leader from Shahdol in Madhya Pradesh, alleg-
edly committed suicide on Sunday, police said. Trip-
athi, a member of the state BJP’s working committee, 
allegedly shot himself in the head from his licensed 
rifle at his house in the Housing Board Colony here. 
The incident took place around 2 PM, said Deputy 
Inspector General of Police P S Uike.

not the government.
“This puts to rest the 

controversy which is 
sought to be created on the 
basis of a statement made 
by the former French pres-
ident Hollande,” he said.

The Reliance group has 
rejected charges against it 
made by the Congress and 
said the government was 
in no way involved in se-
curing its offset contract 
with Dassault Aviation.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had announced 
the procurement of 36 
Rafale fighters after hold-
ing talks with then French 
president Hollande on 
April 10, 2015 in Paris.

public sector unit (HAL),” he said.
“The government should immediately 

agree for a JPC probe and put all the papers 
before it. There is no (element) of national 
security (as being claimed by the govern-
ment). They only want to hide the huge 
scam in defence purchase,” he said.

He further suggested that Ambani’s 
company could not have entered the deal 
without the defence minister’s approval.

Hollande’s reported comments that 
New Delhi had proposed Reliance Defence 
as the Indian partner for the contract has 
escalated into a major political row, even 
as the French government said it had no 
say in the choice of the Indian industrial 
partner for the multi-billion dollar deal.

However, Dassault Aviation refuted 
Hollande’s claims and said that it was their 
decision to partner with Reliance.



Colombo, Sep. 23 (PTI/AFP): 
Voting was extended in the Mal-
dives presidential election Sun-
day amid technical glitches, after 
police raided the opposition’s 
campaign headquarters, fuel-
ling fears of rigging in favour of 
China-friendly incumbent Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen. 

The Elections Commission 
said balloting was extended 
by three hours until 7pm (lo-
cal time) because of technical 
glitches with tablet computers 
containing electoral rolls, and of-
ficials had to use manual systems 
to verify voters. Many voters said 
they stood in line for over five 
hours to vote in many parts of the 
Indian Ocean archipelago, as well 
as in neighbouring Sri Lanka and 
India where expatriate Maldiv-
ians voted.

“Eight hours & counting. 
Waiting to exercise my demo-
cratic right! Let’s do this, Insha 
Allah!,” former foreign minister 
Dunya Maumoon said on Twit-
ter.

Maumoon, who is also the 
estranged neice of Yameen and 
daughter of former president 
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, voted 
at a polling booth in the Maldiv-
ian embassy in Colombo.

Yameen, who is expected to 
retain power, has imprisoned 
or forced into exile almost all 
his main rivals in a crackdown. 
Critics say he is returning the 
honeymoon island nation to 
authoritarian rule.

The process is being closely 
watched by regional rivals India 
and China, who are jostling to 

influence Indian Ocean nations. 
The European Union and United 
States, meanwhile, have threat-
ened sanctions if the vote is not 
free and fair.

Yameen voted minutes after 
polling booths opened in the 
capital Male, where opposition 
campaign efforts had been frus-
trated by a media crackdown and 
police harassment.

Before polls opened, police 
raided the campaign headquar-
ters of the opposition Maldivian 
Democratic Party (MDP) and 
searched the building for several 
hours in a bid to stop what they 

called “illegal activities”. There 
were no arrests.

Yameen’s challenger, the 
relatively unknown Ibrahim Mo-
hamed Solih, also cast his vote.

Solih has the backing of a 
united opposition trying to oust 
Yameen. It has struggled for vis-
ibility with the electorate because 
the media is fearful of falling foul 
of heavy-handed decrees and 
reporting restrictions.

Mohamed Nasheed, who 
was elected president of a newly-
democratic Maldives in 2008 
but who now lives in exile, urged 
the international community to 

reject the results of the election.
There were long queues in 

Male and at embassies abroad, 
where the opposition had urged 
Maldivians to turn out and vote.

Some 262,000 people in the 
archipelago -- famed for its white 
beaches and blue lagoons -- were 
eligible to vote in an election 
from which independent inter-
national monitors have been 
barred. 

Only a handful of foreign me-
dia have been allowed in. 

The Asian Network for Free 
Elections, a foreign monitoring 
group that was denied access to 

the Maldives, said the campaign 
was heavily tilted in favour of 
59-year-old Yameen.

Local observers said the bal-
loting itself went off peacefully 
and most of the delays were due 
to technical issues with elec-
tronic voter registers. Results are 
expected by early Monday.

The government has used 
“vaguely worded laws to silence 
dissent and to intimidate and 
imprison critics”, some of whom 
have been assaulted and even 
murdered, according to Human 
Rights Watch.

There have been warnings 
that Yameen could try to hold 
onto power at all costs.

In February he declared a 
state of emergency, suspended 
the constitution and ordered 
troops to storm the Supreme 
Court and arrest judges and 
other rivals to stave off impeach-
ment.

Yameen, on the eve of the 
election, told supporters he had 
overcome “huge obstacles” since 
controversially winning power in 
a contested run-off in 2013, but 
had handled the challenges “with 
resilience”.

The crackdown attracted 
international censure and fears 
the Maldives was slipping back 
into one-man rule just a decade 
after transitioning to democracy.

The US State Department 
this month said it would “consid-
er appropriate measures” should 
the election fail to be free and fair. 

The EU in July also threat-
ened travel bans and asset freezes 
if the situation does not improve.

Tehran, Sep. 23 (IANS): Top 
Iranian officials have said 
the US and its regional allies 
are responsible for the terror 
attack in the Iranian city of 
Ahvaz on Saturday. 

At least 25 people were 
killed and 60 others injured 
in a terror attack on a mili-
tary parade in Iran’s south-
western city of Ahvaz, IRNA 
news agency quoted Ali Hos-
sein Hossein Zadeh, political 

deputy of the Khuzestan 
governor, as saying.  Military 
forces and citizens who had 
gathered to watch the parade 
were among the killed, the 
report said.

“This crime is the exten-
sion of the plots by the US 
allies in the region, seeking 
to create insecurity in Iran,” 
Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei said in 
a statement, Xinhua news 

agency reported.
However, the Iranians 

“will continue their path of 
honour and overcome all the 
hostilities,” Khamenei added.

Meanwhile, Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani said 
those who have provided 
“propaganda and intelli-
gence support” for the ter-
rorists are accountable for 
the attack.  Rouhani ordered 
Iranian intelligence agencies 

to arrest the perpetrators 
behind the attack.

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif also 
tweeted that “Iran will re-
spond swiftly and decisively 
in defence of Iranian lives.”

Al-Ahvazieh, an Iranian 
Arab-affiliated group, has 
claimed responsibility for 
the terror attack, saying it is 
fighting for the rights of the 
Iranian Arabs in Khuzestan.

United Nations, Sep. 23 
(PTI/AFP): North Korea 
and Iran will dominate 
this week’s gathering of 
world leaders at the United 
Nations, where President 
Donald Trump will be in 
the spotlight as he con-
tinues to upend global 
diplomacy. 

After warming up to 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un and ditching the 
Iran nuclear deal, the un-
predictable Trump takes 
the podium on Tuesday to 
face foes and increasingly 
uneasy allies at the UN 
General Assembly.

On Wednesday, he will 
for the first time chair a 
Security Council meeting 
on non-proliferation and 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion that will focus heavily 
on Iran -- likely triggering 
a clash with other big pow-
ers.

“It will be the most 
watched Security Council 
meeting ever,” US Ambas-
sador Nikki Haley said of 
Trump’s first time wielding 
the gavel.

The diplomatic gath-
ering will take stock of 
the thaw in relations be-
tween North and South 
Korea, and groundbreak-
ing US-North Korea moves 

to address the threat from 
Pyongyang’s nuclear and 
ballistic missile programs.

Last year, world leaders 
shuddered when Trump 
threatened to totally de-
stroy North Korea and 
belittled Kim as “Rock-
et Man” who was “on a 
suicide mission.” An ex-
change of insults ensued, 
with Kim calling out the 
“mentally deranged US 
dotard.” 

Trump’s address to the 
assembly will be the “polar 
opposite of what we heard 
last year,” said Suzanne 
DiMaggio, an expert on 
North Korea and Iran at 
the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace.

The president will tout 
his June face-to-face with 
Kim as a major diplomatic 
win but “he should think 
twice if he plans to repeat 
his claim that North Ko-
rea is no longer a nuclear 
threat,” she said.

Despite the Trump-
Kim landmark summit in 
Singapore, there has been 
little concrete progress on 
denuclearization.

North Korean Foreign 
Minister Ri Yong Ho has 
been invited by US Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
for talks on the sidelines of 

the assembly meeting. Ri 
is scheduled to deliver his 
address on September 29.

South Korea’s President 
Moon Jae-in will encour-
age Trump to press on with 
the rapprochement, but 
the US president is likely 
to get a different message 
from Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe, who has 
taken a tough stance on 
maintaining sanctions 
pressure on Pyongyang.

When he takes the po-
dium shortly after Trump 
on Tuesday, Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani will 
meanwhile address the 
fall-out from the US deci-
sion to abandon the 2015 
nuclear deal which lifted 
international sanctions 
in exchange for curbs to 
Iran’s nuclear programme.

European countries 
along with Russia and 
China are still working to 
salvage the accord and 
will use the council meet-
ing chaired by Trump to 
defend what they consider 
a milestone in non-prolif-
eration.

“The members of the 
Security Council are not 
going to take kindly to be-
ing lectured by President 
Trump on the subject of 
Iran,” said DiMaggio.

“These very countries, 
which include our closest 
allies, are now facing US 
sanctions as they scramble 
to save the agreement.” 
Pompeo reiterated Sunday 
that Trump is willing to 
meet Rouhani as part of a 
“constructive dialogue” -- 
but added on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press” that that seemed 
unlikely at present.

In a weekend op-ed in 
the Washington Post, Rou-
hani charged that Trump’s 
offer of direct talks was 
not “genuine” and came 
with a list of “openly in-
sulting pre-conditions.” 
And Haley -- while she 
condemned “any terrorist 
attack” after the deadly as-
sault on a military parade 
in southwest Iran -- urged 
Rouhani to acknowledge 
popular discontent.

“He has oppressed his 
people for a long time,” 
Haley told CNN on Sun-
day.

The UN rendezvous 
takes place during a sharp 
divide between the United 
States, accused of turning 
its back on multilateral-
ism, and countries that 
view the global rules-
based order as their best 
hope to tackle the world’s 
problems.

Dodoma, Sep. 23 (IANS): The death toll in the 
Tanzania ferry capsize increased to 225 on Sunday 
with the recovery of seven more bodies, according 
to authorities.

Regional commissioner, John Mongella, said 
the seven bodies were discovered on the fourth 
day of search operations, reports Efe news.

So far, there have been 41 survivors , including 
an engineer who was found on Saturday in an air 
pocket in the upturned vessel. 

According to Mongella, relatives and ac-
quaintances have identified a total of 171 bodies, 
while the unidentified victims will be buried.

MV Nyerere sunk in Lake Victoria between 
the islands of Ukerewe and Ukara on Thursday 
with around 400 passengers onboard - four times 
the legal capacity.

President John Magufuli has declared three 
days of national mourning and ordered the ar-
rest of the vessel’s crew and managers from the 
state company that operates the ferry service for 
questioning. The preliminary investigation indi-
cates that the ferry capsized because “it was over-
loaded”, Cabinet Chief John Kijazi said on Friday.

The vessel capsized just 50 metres from the 
shore. Victoria, Africa’s largest lake, is shared by 
Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. 

The Tanzanian portion of the lake was the 
scene in 1996 of one of the worst shipwrecks of the 
20th century, the ferry MV Bukoba sank, leaving 
an estimated 615 people dead.
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News IN BrIef
Iran executes nine men convicted of rape
Tehran, Sep. 23 (PTI/AP): Iranian media say nine men 
convicted of raping a woman have been hanged. The Arman 
daily reported Sunday that the men broke into the woman’s 
villa in the southern Fars province and raped her, without 
specifying when the crime took place. They were hanged 
Saturday after the Supreme Court reaffirmed their sentence 
earlier this month. Arman quoted Ali Alghasimehr, the 
provincial chief justice, as saying that the woman withdrew 
her complaint but that authorities carried out the punishment 
anyway.

16 killed in Pak anti-terror operation
Islamabad, Sep. 23 (IANS): The Pakistan Army has 
announced that nine militants and seven soldiers were killed 
in an anti-terror operation carried out in North Waziristan 
district bordering Afghanistan. The Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) in a statement late Saturday said the 
security forces launched the operation in Gharlamai and 
Spera Kunar Algad, reports Xinhua news agency. The ISPR 
said a group of terrorists was reported to have infiltrated into 
Pakistan and was hiding in a compound in the district. “The 
area has been cleared and identification of killed terrorists 
is in progress,” the statement state. However, it remained 
unclear to which militant group the slain terrorists belonged 
to. 

Meeting with Trump not on table 
—  Erdogan
Istanbul, Sep. 23 (IANS): Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said on Sunday that meeting with his 
US counterpart Donald Trump during the 73rd United 
Nations General Assembly meeting in New York next 
week is not currently on the table. “If a demand comes from 
Washington, we will evaluate it,” Erdogan said in Istanbul, 
prior to his departure for New York, Xinhua reported. The 
relationship between the two NATO allies has significantly 
deteriorated in recent years over a series of rifts, including the 
continued detention of a U.S. pastor in Turkey. Meanwhile, 
Ankara accused Washington of  providing arms to the 
Kurdish militia in Syria. Erdogan is expected to address the 
UN assembly on Tuesday. “In my speech, I will underline 
humanitarian crises and call for solutions to these problems 
which have been deeply hurting hearts,” the Turkish 
president said.

OPEC raises forecast based on US 
oil production
Paris, Sep. 23 (PTI/AFP): The OPEC oil cartel raised 
its global production forecast Sunday based on higher-
than-predicted US output in a report outlining a long-term 
rise in net demand, particularly in developing countries. 
In its annual World Oil Outlook, the Organisation of  
Petroleum Exporting Countries forecast world supply of all 
hydrocarbons (primarily oil and liquified natural gas) would 
rise from a current 98.4 million barrels per day (mbd) to 104.5 
million by 2023, and 111.9 million by 2040. The figures are 
higher than last year’s forecast, with rising production in non-
cartel states led by the United States a major factor.

Pakistan issues flood alert as heavy 
rains expected
Islamabad, Sep. 23 (IANS): The Pakistan Met Department 
has issued a flood alert as heavy rains and thundershowers 
with gusty winds were expected in Punjab province on 
Sunday. “A strong weather system from central India will 
pass between New Delhi and Lahore during Saturday 
evening to Monday afternoon which can cause heavy to 
very heavy rainfall,” the weather office said in a notification 
on Saturday. It said that widespread thunderstorms with 
scattered and isolated heavy falls are expected over the upper 
catchments of rivers in Lahore, Rawalpindi, Sargodha and 
Sahiwal divisions, reports Xinhua news agency.

Trump border wall going up in Texas
Los Angeles, Sep. 23 (PTI/AFP): The US was to begin 
construction in Texas on Saturday of part of  President 
Donald Trump’s border wall designed to curb illegal 
immigration, which he calls a security threat.  Running 
along four miles (six kilometers) of the 2,000-mile border 
with Mexico, the new section will replace existing fencing 
along the boundary between El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico, US Customs and Border Protection said 
in a statement. “This new wall will be far more durable and 
far more effective in deterring would-be illegal entrants,” 
Aaron Hull, Chief Patrol Agent in the El Paso sector, said 
in the statement.

AP/PTI

Maldivian president Yameen Abdul Gayoom, right, casts his vote at a polling station during  presidential election day in Male, 
Maldives, Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018. 

Maldives strongman Yameen seeks 
second term amid rigging fears

Iran holds US, allies accountable for terror attack

World leaders at UN look for progress 
on North Korea, brace for Trump

Tanzania ferry 
toll reaches to 225

Paris, Sep. 23 (PTI/AFP): The 
popularity of French President 
Emmanuel Macron has hit its low-
est level since the start of his term, 
according to a major tracker poll 
published on Sunday, with just 29 
per cent of respondents satisfied 
with his leadership. 

The poll by research group 
Ifop and published in the Journal 
du Dimanche showed an overall 
fall of five points in September 
compared with August, reflect-
ing the 40-year-old’s battle with 
a series of domestic and foreign 
setbacks.

The results of the widely 
watched Ifop poll are broadly in 
line with other surveys that have 
shown the approval ratings of the 
centrist falling sharply following a 
scandal involving a security aide 
in July.

A separate poll by the Kantar 
Sofres Onepoint group published 
on September 17 showed that 
only 19 per cent of French people 
had a positive view of Macron’s 
record, while another survey on 
September 11 showed only 29 
per cent thought he was a “good 
president.” 

The results reinforce a longer-
term trend of French voters turn-
ing quickly on their presidents 
soon after their election -- some-
thing suffered by Macron’s pred-
ecessors Francois Hollande and 
Nicolas Sarkozy.

But many analysts also be-

lieve Macron has made a series 
of political errors, including fail-
ing to address the scandals over 
the summer quickly enough and 
repeatedly creating negative head-
lines with harsh or condescending 
remarks.

His leadership style was again 
questioned last week when he 
told an unemployed gardener 
that he should look for a job in a 
restaurant or on a building site 
and implied he was not searching 
hard enough.

Macron’s biggest challenge re-
mains the economy, however, with 
his pro-business reforms failing so 
far to produce a significant fall in 
unemployment or a major uptick 
in growth.

His government will unveil its 
draft budget for 2019 on Monday, 
which is set to see fresh efforts 
to rein in France’s chronic over-
spending through cuts to the 
public sector payroll and caps on 
pensions.

The survey by Ifop published 
on Sunday was conducted be-
tween September 14-22 on 1,964 
people.

Macron’s approval rating of 29 
per cent includes 3.0 per cent of 
people who declared themselves 
“very satisfied” and 26 per cent 
who said they were “mostly satis-
fied.”  Hollande had an inferior 
rating of 23 per cent at the same 
time of his term and Sarkozy had 
a rating of 34 per cent.

Minya, Sep. 23 (PTI/AFP): An 
Egyptian court on Sunday 
sentenced 66 people to life 
in prison, including Muslim 
Brotherhood chief Moham-
med Badie, over an August 
2013 attack on a police sta-
tion in Minya.

Death sentences were 
meted out to 183 people 
over the deadly attack on the 
police station in the southern 
province, before a retrial was 
ordered.

On Sunday, around 700 
people were tried again in 

this case, defence lawyer Ab-
del Moneim Abdel Maqsood 
told AFP.

Sixty-six of the 700 were 
sentenced to life imprison-
ment, which is 25 years in 
Egypt, 288 were acquitted, 
six have died since the first 
trial and the rest were sen-
tenced to between three and 
15 years in prison.

Badie, 75, was on Sunday 
convicted of inciting his sup-
porters to violence in the 
Minya case following the 
ouster of Islamist president 

Mohamed Morsi in July 2013. 
Badie, on trial in 35 cases 
related to the Brotherhood, 
has been sentenced to death 
in several of them but the ver-
dicts have been overturned 
by the court of cassation. He 
got life sentences in more 
than five cases.

Hundreds of people have 
been killed and thousands 
arrested since the military 
ousted Morsi.

Elected after the 2011 
uprising against president 
Hosni Mubarak, Morsi served 

as president for a year before 
being toppled after mass pro-
tests against his divisive rule.

His successor was former 
military chief Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi, whose regime has 
been accused of a campaign 
of repression to wipe out 
dissent.

On September 8, a Cairo 
court sentenced 75 people 
to death, including other 
leaders of the Muslim Broth-
erhood. The verdicts drew 
condemnation from human 
rights groups.

emmanuel Macron’s 
popularity at record low

Brotherhood chief, 65 others get life for Egypt attack
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Minutes before Sam Smith was due to take the stage at Las Vegas’ T-Mobile Arena for his set at 
the iHeartRadio Music Festival, an announcement was heard from the stage. “Due to unforeseen 
circumstances which transpired after his rehearsal, it became clear that Sam Smith would unfor-
tunately not be able to perform tonight,” said Ryan Seacrest. “We love Sam. Sam has been part of 
our iHeart family for many, many years and we look forward to seeing him really soon.” Smith was 
scheduled to perform a 25-minute set starting at 8:05 p.m. Later, a rep for Smith echoed Seacrest’s 
remarks in a statement to Variety and added, “Sam is extremely sorry he is unable to perform at 
tonight’s show and wants to apologize to his fans.” The rep for the Oscar- and Grammy-winner would 
not elaborate on the cause of the cancelation. Smith himself tweeted shortly after 9 p.m. local time. 
Other artists set to perform tonight, the first of two bows for the iHearRadio Music Festival, include 
Mariah Carey, Jason Aldean, Rae Sremmurd and Panic! at the Disco. (Pagesix.com)

Sam Smith pulls out of iHeartRadio show due to vocal emergency

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm: III Smoking Barrels 

2.30 pm 8 pm: Batti Gul Meter Chalu 

5.30 pm: The Equalizer 2

Bill Cosby’s wife retains ex-prosecutor to investigate trial judge

David Crosby says he’s the ‘child’ 
in his band of younger musicians

Theroux calls split with Aniston ‘gentle separation’

Shilpa Shetty faces 
racism at Sydney airport

Birthday 
Greetings

Louis Tomlinson in tears on ‘X Factor’

Slash says rock isn’t mainstream anymore, and he likes it

B
ill Cosby‘s wife announced 
Friday that she’s retained 
a former prosecutor to in-
vestigate the judge who will 
preside over her husband’s 

looming sentencing.
In a prepared statement, Camille 

Cosby announced she’d brought on 
Brian W. Perry “to facilitate my efforts 
to uncover the truth.”

Her letter comes just days after 
Montgomery County Court Judge 
Steven O’Neill declined — for a second 
time — to recuse himself from her 
husband’s Monday sentencing.

It also follows a trip by the wife to 
Harrisburg, where she filed a com-
plaint with the Judicial Conduct Board 
of Pennsylvania.

Bill Cosby, 81, was convicted on 

three counts of aggravated indecent as-
sault in April for drugging and molest-
ing Temple University staffer Andrea 
Constand in 2004.

The Cosbys and their legal team 
allege that O’Neill is biased, because 
decades ago he launched a failed bid 
for Montgomery County District Attor-
ney against former prosecutor Bruce 
Castor, who declined to criminally 
prosecute “America’s Dad” in 2005.

O’Neill would later rule that Castor 
could not testify at Cosby’s trial, deem-
ing him an uncredible witness.

The sentencing, which is expected 
to span two days, remains scheduled 
for Sept. 24.

The disgraced comic faces up to 10 
years on each count.

Pagesix.com

S
inger-songwriter Louis Tomlin-
son was moved to tears on “X 
Factor” after a contestant gave a 
powerful audition in tribute to 
his late mother.

J’Sol, 25, revealed his mother Vic-
toria had passed away in 2015 and he 
penned the song, “Bullet In My Heart”, 
shortly after. In a touching tribute, 
he explained that his mother 
had always wished for him to 
appear on the show. But he 
said he had always told 
her he wouldn’t take 
part, reports dailystar.
co.uk.

“I’ve always been 
terrified to do this 
show, but I remem-
ber my mum tell-
ing me I needed to 
do the ‘X Factor’. I 
always said no and 
we had a couple of 
arguments about 
it,” the contestant 
said on the show.

He sang an 
emotional ballad, 
leaving everyone 

moved. Tomlinson, who lost his own 
mother Johanna in December 2016, was 
especially touched. The pop star’s mum 
had been battling with leukaemia and 
passed at the age of 43.

Tomlinson, who was teary-eyed, told 
the performer from east London: “That 
was moving for me man. I lost my 

mum as well, I think you did an 
amazing job.”

Meanwhile, co-
judges Robbie Williams 

and Ayda Field were 
both seen on the verge 

of tears.
Ayda told J’Sol: 

“I will never forget 
how the world 
swallowed me up 
on that day when 
I found out. I just 
want to thank 
you because that 
was a beauti-
ful song and a 
powerful song and 
I know your mum 
will be really proud 

of you.”
IANS

D
avid Crosby described 
himself as the “child” 
in his current band, 
despite being four 
decades older than its 

three other members.
Their album Here If You Listen 

will be released on Oct. 26, and 
although it’s sold as a Crosby solo al-
bum, his colleagues Becca Stevens, 
Michelle Willis and Michael League 
are given second billing. They previ-
ously worked with him on 2016 
album Lighthouse.

In a new interview with Rolling 
Stone, the veteran artist said that 
while he behaved like the youngest 
member, Stevens and Willis were the 
“big sisters” and producer League 
was “the adult” among them. “I 
thought I would be in charge and 
have my own band,” Crosby said. 
“No, not a chance. They kick my ass 
regularly.”

He added that they “encourage 
some of the weirdest stuff. They 
accept my wandering around the 
landscape. They encourage it.” 
Crosby also admitted his genera-
tion had been “wrong” about their 
notions of interaction with female 

artists. “Having women in bands is a 
great idea,” he said.

League revealed he received 
some valuable advice from Crosby’s 
wife. “Jan sent me an email once 
and it said, ‘David functions best 
while simultaneously praised and 
abused,’” he recalled. “But it’s really 
true. He loves playfulness. It hits 
him in the right place. ... If this guy’s 
gone through what he has in life and 
chooses not to be 
comfortable or go 
on vacation but to 
create new things, 
that’s inspiring,. It 
says to me, ‘You have 
no excuse, mother-
fucker!’”

Crosby com-
pared the new band 
to the best periods 
of his time with 
Crosby, Stills, Nash 
and Young. “That 
kind of chemistry is 
a joy,” he explained. 
“I miss it and I 
remember it from 
the early days of my 
other band, where 

we were still very much loved each 
other’s writing. I remember how 
good that felt. And that’s what this 
is.”

He admitted a reunion was 
unlikely, and also said he was disap-
pointed to have been left out of the 
current reunion between fellow 
Byrds members Roger McGuinn and 
Chris Hillman.

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctor Justin Theroux has 
opened about his separa-
tion with actress and former 
wife Jennifer Aniston, 
saying theres no bad blood 

between them.
In an interview with the New York 

Times, he said: “The good news is that 
was probably the most - I’m choosing 
my words really carefully - it was kind 
of the most gentle separation, in that 
there was no animosity.”

Following their 2017 split after 
being married for over two years, the 
49-year-old actor said that although A

ctress-entrepreneur Shilpa 
Shetty Kundra on Sunday 
alleged that she faced an 
unpleasant experience for 
being “brown” at the Sydney 

airport over her cabin luggage. Upset by 
an official who was curt, she says people’s 
tone must not change with preference to 
colour.

Shilpa, who dealt with racism in 2007 
when she was a contestant on the fifth 
season of the British reality show “Celeb-
rity Big Brother” -- which she went on to 
win -- faced the latest experience while 
boarding a plane for Melbourne from 
Sydney.

The 43-year-old took to Instagram to 
share the ordeal with a Qantas Airways 

lady staff member over a cabin luggage, 
which was deemed as ‘oversized’ at the 
check-in counter.

A furious Shilpa wrote: “At the check-
in counter, met a grumpy Mel (that’s her 
name) who decided it was ‘okay’ to speak 
curtly to ‘us’ (brown people!) travelling 
together. I was flying business and had 2 
bags (my allowance) and she insisted and 
decided my half empty duffel bag was 
oversized (to check-in), so she sent us to 
check it in at the other counter dealing 
with ‘oversized luggage’.

“There a polite lady (yes this one 
was) said, ‘This is not an oversized bag, 
please check this in manually if you can 
at another counter’ (all this happening 
while the counter is going to shut in five 
minutes).

“As the manual check-in wasn’t going 
through for five minutes (we tried), I went 
upto Mel and requested her to put the 
bag through as her colleague said it wasn’t 
an oversized bag. She refused again... Just 
being adamant especially when I told her 
this is causing a lot of inconvenience.

“We had no time to waste so we ran 
to the oversized baggage counter and 
requested her to put the bag through 
which she did after I told her that rude 
Mel had issues! To which another col-
league joined in and reiterated my duffle 
wasn’t oversized and could’ve easily been 
checked in.”

The “Dhadkan” actress said her inten-
tion to narrate her experience is to make 
Qantas Airways take cognisance of the 
matter.

“Their staff must be taught to be help-
ful and tone can’t change with preference 
to colour. ‘We’ are not pushovers and they 
must know that being callous and rude 
will not be tolerated,” she added.

Along with the note, Shilpa also 
posted a picture of her bag and asked her 
followers “whether it is oversized or not”.

IANS

Happy Birthday
To my Amazing 
Sister!

We are so fortu-
nate to have you in 
the family, you are 
the one who makes 
our family bonding, 
love and connected. 
As you step into this 
new day of ur life, 
you deserve to have 
all the joy, success 
and love. Everyone 
should have a sister 
like you.

Many many 
happy returns of the 
day. God bless you.

Loving Family 
Members

the two are on good terms, “navi-
gating the inevitable perception of 
it is the exhausting part”.

“It was heartbreaking, Only in 
the sense that the friendship would 
not be the same, as far as just the 
day to day. But the friendship is 
shifting and changing,” he added.

Theroux and Aniston are 
not currently linked to anyone, 
although the “Leftovers” star has 
been spotted with various women, 
including “Parks and Rec” star 
Aubrey Plaza, since their split.

IANS

S
lash discussed the state of 
rock music in a new inter-
view, saying the genre had 
fallen out of the spotlight 
and he didn’t mind all 

that much.
“Rock isn’t mainstream 

anymore, and in some ways, I 
like that,” Slash told USA Today. 
“It harks back to when rock ’n’ 
roll was more of an under-
ground concept, when people 
were speaking about things 
that they weren’t necessarily 
comfortable saying in 
the mainstream 
arena.”

The Guns N’ Roses guitarist 
released his fourth solo album Living 
the Dream today. 

Asked about his 
favorite bands, he 

name-checked the 
Foo Fighters. “My 
favorite band 
consistently has 

been Queens 
of the Stone 
Age because 

they always 
put out cool, 

interesting 

records,” he said. “But I still listen to a 
lot of old stuff because the rock ‘n’ roll 
that turned me on as a kid, not too 
much of it exists.”

He also commented on the genre 
he felt had replaced rock, saying, 
“As far as hip-hop is concerned, it’s 
become so generic at this point. It’s 
definitely taken on a very Top 40 
thing.”

Slash also admitted the Guns 
N’ Roses reunion might never have 
happened if it had been left to him. 
Relations thawed around 2015 after 
frontman Axl Rose took the initiative 
and placed a call to his former band-
mate, leading, eventually, to their Not 
in This Lifetime world tour.

“I don’t know if I would have 
had the wherewithal to call him, just 
because I’m introverted and it might 
have been hard for me,” Slash said. 
“Not during that initial phone call, 
but after that, it was really good 
to be able to get rid of some of the 
negative baggage that we’d been car-
rying around for a long time.”

He noted that it had been 20 
years “of not talking and letting this 

bad blood continue to be 
perpetuated by the media. 
It turned into something 
way bigger than what was 
really going on, so it was 
good to get past that.” 

Asked if he regretted 
the amount of time that 
had passed before recon-

necting, he said, “Things hap-
pen as they happen. I make it a point 
of not having any regrets.”

Ultimateclassicrock
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San Francisco, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
Micro-blogging site Twitter is 
now mailing and checking facts 
with all the developers who may 
have been impacted by a bug 
in its “Account Activity Applica-
tion Programming Interface” 
(AAAPI).

The bug-affected API al-
lowed registered developers to 
build tools to better support 
businesses and their communi-
cations with customers on the 
micro-blogging platform. 

The bug delivered interac-
tions and “Direct Messages” 
(DMs) of users with certain busi-
ness related accounts and devel-
opers to wrong profile addresses.

This bug might have oc-
curred due to technical circum-
stances like multiple registered 
developers having the same 
AAAPI or matching URL paths, 
the company wrote in a blog-
post early on Saturday.

“Through our work so far, 
and the information made avail-
able to us by our partners, we 
can confirm that the bug did 
not affect any of the partners or 
customers with whom we have 
completed our review,” the post 
said.

Registered developers who 
performed subscription related 
activities in the same time period 
as some other developer or cases 
where these activities originated 
from the same backend server 
from within Twitter’s data-centre 
are also being considered as 
reasons why the bug came into 
existence. 

In a previous blog-post, the 
company claimed that this bug, 
that ran from May 2017 and got 
discovered earlier in September 
2018, affected less than one per 
cent of the over 335 million global 
Twitter users. 

“If your account was affected 
by this bug, we will contact you 
directly through an in-app notice 
and on Twitter itself. We have 
contacted our developer part-
ners and are working with them 
to ensure that they are complying 
with their obligations to delete 
information they should not 
have,” the micro-blogging site 
had said. 

The investigation is still go-
ing on and in the coming days, 
the company aims to include a 
review of their remaining enter-
prise partners who could have 
been impacted.

London, Sep. 22 (IANS): 
Owing to poor hygiene, 
contact lens wearers 
in the UK are more at 
risk of developing a rare 
but preventable eye in-
fection that can cause 
blindness, researchers 
have warned.

The team from the 
University College Lon-
don (UCL) found that 
the risk of developing 
the disease -- Acantham-
oeba keratitis -- was 
more than three times 
greater amongst people 
with poor contact lens 
hygiene, people who did 
not always wash and dry 
their hands before han-
dling their lenses.

Showering and face 
washing while wearing 
contact lenses are also 
likely to be risk factors.

The eye disease 
causes the front surface 
of the eye, the cornea, 
to become painful and 
inflamed, due to infec-
tion by Acanthamoeba 
-- a cyst-forming micro-
organism, found more 

in the UK than in other 
countries.

The study showed 
a threefold increase in 
Acanthamoeba keratitis 
since 2011 in South-East 
England.

“This increase in 
cases highlights the 
need for contact lens 
users to be aware of the 
risks,” said lead author 
John Dart, Professor at 
the UCL. 

“It is absolutely im-
perative that regulators 
and those working in the 
optical sector take the 
findings seriously, and 
use the recommenda-
tions to take immediate 
and urgent action on 
prevention.

“Contact lenses are 
medical devices and 
should be supplied with 
warnings regarding safe 
use,” he added.

People who used a 
lens disinfectant prod-
uct containing Oxipol 
(now phased out by 
the manufacturer), and 
those who wore their 

contacts while in swim-
ming pools or hot tubs 
were also found to be at 
high risk. 

“People who wear 
reusable contact lenses 
need to make sure they 
thoroughly wash and 
dry their hands before 
handling contact lenses, 
and avoid wearing them 
while swimming, face 
washing or bathing. 

“Daily disposable 
lenses, which eliminate 
the need for contact lens 
cases or solutions, may 
be safer and we are cur-
rently analysing our data 
to establish the risk fac-
tors for these,” Dart said.

For the study, pub-
lished in the British Jour-
nal of Opthalmology, 
the team collected inci-
dence data from 1985 to 
2016 in the country.

They found an in-
crease dating from 2000-
2003, when there were 
eight to 10 cases per 
year, to between 36-65 
annual cases in the past 
few years.

New York, Sep. 22 (IANS): In a first, US 
researchers have identified a new genetic 
disorder, which was previously described in 
animal models, in a human patient.

Researchers from the Michigan State 
University found that the disorder is caused 
by mutations in a gene known as ornithine 
decarboxylase 1 (ODC1).

It is defined by a number of clinical 
features including large birth weight, en-
larged head size, hair loss, reduced muscle 
strength, skin lesions, hearing loss and 
developmental delays. 

“This remarkable case represents the 
first human example of a disorder that was 
described by researchers in a transgenic 
mouse model more than 20 years ago,” said 
Andre Bachmann, Professor at the varsity.

However, the disorder is, as of yet, un-
named, and its long-term effects, which in-
clude impacts on the neurological system, 
are not completely known.

The disorder was first identified on an 
11-month-old baby girl in Michigan. 

In the study, published in the American 
Journal of Medical Genetics Part A, blood 
samples for testing were drawn at age 19 
months and 32 months. 

Two developmentally normal, age/
gender matched patients that were being 
sedated for outpatient same-day proce-

dures served as controls. 
Red blood cells obtained from the 

patient showed elevated ODC protein and 
polyamine levels compared to healthy 
controls. 

“The ODC1 gene plays an important 
role in a number of physiological and cell 
developmental processes including em-
bryo and organ development,” said Caleb 
Bupp, medical geneticist at Spectrum 
Health -- a US-based health care company.

The study also showed that the ODC 
inhibitor DFMO -- a water soluble -- and 
US Food Drug Administration (FDA)-
approved drug may serve as a disease-
modifying drug, and an early therapeutic 
trial in a new diagnosis may prevent some 
of the clinical symptoms. 

DFMO has been used for many years 
in the treatment of trypanosomiasis -- a 
tropical disease transmitted by biting 
insects and more recently entered clini-
cal trials for pediatric neuroblastoma and 
colon cancer. 

In mice, DFMO prevented hair loss 
and also partially restored hair growth and 
is considered a well-tolerated drug.

The original ODC1 mouse model was 
developed by Thomas G. O’Brien in 1995 
at the Lankenau Medical Research Centre 
in Pennsylvania.

Japan successfully lands robot 
rovers on asteroid’s surface

Combining multiple CCTV images may help catch suspects

Regular Bedtime May Boost Your Heart, Metabolic Health
New robot may help in harvesting crops

New planet could be Spock’s home world, scientists say

New genetic disorder 
identified in human patient

Lack of hygiene among contact 
lens wearers may cause infection

Twitter analyses bug delivering 
user-interactions to wrong accounts

NASA balloon mission may help 
improve weather forecasting

Tobacco display bans effective in reducing smoking in children

Tokyo, Sep. 23 (IANS): The 
Japanese space agency said 
that it has made history by 
successfully landing two 
unmanned rovers on an 
asteroid.

“The two rovers are in 
good condition and are 
transmitting images and 
data,” the agency, JAXA, 
said on Saturday after the 
rovers separated from the 
Hayabusa2 spacecraft and 
landed on the asteroid 
Ryugu.

The rovers are collec-
tively known as MINERVA-
II1, reports CNN. 

The space agency re-
ported that MINERVA-II1 
is the world’s first mobile 
exploration robot to land 

on the surface of an as-
teroid.

“I felt awed by what we 
had achieved in Japan. This 
is just a real charm of deep 
space exploration,” said 
Takashi Kubota, a spokes-
man for the space agency.

The Hayabusa2 be-
gan its approach to Ryugu 
from an orbiting altitude of 
around 20 km on Thursday 
afternoon.

As the craft approached 
to within 100 metres of the 
space rock, it sent back 
a photo showing Haya-
busa2’s shadow projected 
onto its barren, cratered 
surface.

Beneath their deso-
late surfaces, asteroids are 

believed to contain a rich 
treasure-trove of informa-
tion about the formation 
of the solar system billions 
of years ago.

The 1 km-wide space 
rock, which is shaped like 
a diamond, is expected to 
be “rich in water and or-
ganic materials”, allowing 
scientists to “clarify inter-
actions between the build-
ing blocks of Earth and the 
evolution of its oceans and 
life, thereby developing 
solar system science”, ac-
cording to JAXA.

A series of specially de-
signed cameras -- four on 
the first rover and three on 
the second -- will take ste-
reo images of the asteroid’s 

surface. 
The rovers are also 

equipped with tempera-
ture gauges and optical 
sensors as well as an ac-
celerometer and a set of 
gyroscopes.

A third rover called 
MASCOT will be launched 
from Hayabusa2 in early 
October, CNN said.

After examining the far 
distant object and taking 
samples, Hayabusa2 will 
depart Ryugu in December 
2019 before returning to 
Earth by the end of 2020 
with its cargo of samples.

If successful, JAXA has 
said it will be the “world’s 
first sample return mission 
to a C-type asteroid”.

New York, Sep. 23 (IANS): Research-
ers have developed an advanced 
sweet pepper harvesting robot that is 
designed to operate in a single stem 
row cropping system, with non-clus-
tered fruits and little leaf occlusion.

The findings showed that by us-
ing a commercially available crop 
modified to mimic the required con-
ditions, the robot harvests ripe fruits 
in 24 seconds with a success rate of 
62 per cent.

The robot, named “Sweeper”, 
picks methodically and accurately, 
said co-author Polina Kurtser from 
the Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev in Beersheba, Israel.
“When it is fully developed, it will 

enable harvesting 24/7, drastically 
reduce spoilage, cut labour costs and 
shield farmers from market fluctua-
tions,” Kurtser added.

Based upon these latest results, 
the “Sweeper” consortium expects 
that a commercial sweet pepper har-
vesting robot will be available within 
four to five years, and that the tech-
nology could be adapted for harvest-
ing other crops, the researchers said.

The robot was introduced last 
week at the Research Station for 
Vegetable Production at St. Katelijne 

Waver in Belgium.
Robotic harvesting will revolutio-

nise the economics of the agriculture 
industry and dramatically reduce 
food waste, the researchers said.

The team spearheaded efforts to 
improve the robot’s ability to detect 
ripe produce using computer vision, 
and has played a role in defining the 
specifications of the robot’s hardware 
and software interfaces, focusing on 
supervisory control activities.

The team says that additional 
research is needed to increase the 
robot’s work speed to reach a higher 
harvest success rate.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Se p. 2 1 
(IANS): The images of a 
thin group of seasonal 
electric blue clouds on the 
cusp of our atmosphere 
captured by a new NASA 
balloon mission may lead 
to improved weather fore-
casting, the US space agen-
cy has said.

D a t a  f r o m  t h e s e 
clouds, known as nocti-
lucent clouds or polar 
mesospheric clouds 
(PMCs), may help 
scientists better 
understand tur-
bulence in the 
a t m o s p h e re, 
as well  as in 
oceans, lakes 
a n d  o t h e r 
planetary at-
mospheres, NASA 
said in a statement 
on Thursday.  The 
NASA long-dura-
tion balloon mis-
sion observed these clouds 
over the course of five days 
at their home in the meso-
sphere. 

Scientists have just be-
gun to analyse the photos 
captured by the mission, 
the statement added. 

“From what we’ve seen 
so far, we expect to have 
a really spectacular da-
taset from this mission,” 
said Dave Fritts, principal 
investigator of the PMC 

Turbo mission at Global 
Atmospheric Technologies 
and Sciences in Boulder, 
Colorado. 

“Our cameras were 
likely able to capture some 
really interesting events 
that we hope will provide 
new insights into these 
complex dynamics,” Fritts 

added.

NASA’s PMC Turbo 
mission launched a gi-
ant balloon on July 8 to 
study PMCs at a height of 
50 miles above the surface. 

For five days, the bal-
loon floated through the 
stratosphere from its 
launch at Esrange, Swe-
den, across the Arctic to 
Western Nunavut, Canada. 

During its flight, cam-
eras on board the balloon 

captured six million high-
resolution images filling 
up 120 terabytes of data 
storage -- most of which 
included a variety of PMC 
displays, revealing the pro-
cesses leading to turbu-
lence, NASA said.

Noctilucent clouds 
coalesce as ice crystals 
on tiny meteor remnants 
in the upper atmo-

sphere. 
T h e s e 

clouds are af-
f e c t e d  by  w h a t 

is known as atmo-
spheric gravity waves 
-- caused by the con-
vecting and uplifting 
of air masses, such as 
when air is pushed up 

by mountain ranges. 
The waves play ma-

jor roles in transferring 
energy from the lower at-
mosphere to the meso-
sphere.

“This is the first time 
we’ve been able to visu-
alise the flow of energy 
from larger gravity waves 
to smaller flow instabili-
ties and turbulence in the 
upper atmosphere,” Fritts 
said. 

“At these altitudes you 
can literally see the grav-
ity waves breaking -- like 
ocean waves on the beach 
-- and cascading to turbu-
lence,” Fritts added.

New York, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
Ever thought why a good 
night’s sleep is incredibly 
important for your health? 
A new study has found 
that regular bedtime and 
wake time may help you 
revive yourself and boost 
your heart and metabolic 
health.

The study found that 
people with irregular sleep 
patterns weighed more, 
had higher blood sugar, 
higher blood pressure and 
a higher projected risk of 
having a heart attack or 
stroke within 10 years than 
those who slept and woke 

at the same times every 
day.

People with irregularity 
in sleeping pattern were 
also more likely to report 
depression and stress than 
regular sleepers, suggests 
the study, published in the 
journal Scientific Report.

“From our study, we 
can’t conclude that sleep 
irregularity results in 
health risks, or whether 
health conditions affect 
sleep. Perhaps all of these 
things are impacting each 
other,” said lead author 
Jessica Lunsford-Avery, 
Assistant Professor at the 

Duke Health in Durham.
For the study, the re-

search team involved 1,978 
older adults aged between 
54 and 93. They used de-
vices that tracked sleep 
schedules to learn whether 
even subtle changes — go-
ing to bed at 10:10 p.m. 
instead of the usual 10 p.m. 
— were linked to the health 
of participants.

The study also tracked 
the duration of partici-
pants’ sleep and preferred 
timing — whether some-
one turned in early or was 
a night owl.

According to these 

measures, people with hy-
pertension tended to sleep 
more hours, and people 
with obesity tended to stay 
up till late.

The team also found 
that people with irregular 
sleeping habit experienced 
more sleepiness during the 
day and were less active 
— perhaps because they 
were tired.

The researchers are 
planning to conduct more 
studies over longer peri-
ods in hopes of determin-
ing how biology causes 
changes in sleep regularity 
and vice-versa.

London, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
Removing displays of to-
bacco products from shops 
may have reduced the pro-
portion of children buying 
cigarettes by 17 per cent, 
claimed a new research.

The findings, based on 
the analysis of the impact 
of the 2015 tobacco display 
ban in England, revealed 
that the percentage of chil-
dren who smoked regularly 
fell to 40 per cent by 2016, 
from 57 per cent before. 

“The research shows 
that removing displays 
made tobacco less visible 

to children, and that fewer 
of them bought cigarettes 
there. This research pro-
vides evidence that the in-
troduction of display bans 
will be an effective measure 
against children smoking 
-- and could help save them 
from starting a deadly hab-
it,” said Anthony Laverty, 
lead author of the research 
from the School of Public 
Health at Imperial. 

The study published 
in the journal Tobacco 
Control, assessed survey 
responses from 18,000 11-
15 year olds from across 

England between 2010 and 
2016. Among the children 
who smoked, the most 
common source of ciga-
rettes was from friends, 
followed by shops. This re-
main unchanged between 
2010-2016. 

Interestingly, there was 
no increase in children 
reporting they had pur-
chased cigarettes from ille-
gal sources. The proportion 
of children who said they 
had bought cigarettes from 
street markets remained 
steady at under 10 per cent 
between 2010 and 2016.

Other reasons that may 
have helped reduce smok-
ing rates, could be such as 
the ban on cigarette vend-
ing machines and higher 
taxes, Laverty said. 

However, the research-
ers found that more than 
two in three child smok-
ers had not been refused 
cigarettes when they last 
attempted to buy them 
-- a figure that remained 
unchanged between 2010-
2016.

Furthermore, the ma-
jority of child smokers said 
it was easy to buy cigarettes 

in shops. This rose slightly 
from 61 per cent in 2010 to 
65 per cent in 2016.

While the results are 
encouraging, more work is 
needed to ensure effective 
tobacco control, the re-
searchers said adding that 
it is still too easy for children 
to purchase cigarettes in 
shops. 

Besides enforcement, 
government cuts as well 
as a licensing system for 
tobacco retailers -- similar 
to that seen for alcohol -- 
needs to be introduced, the 
researchers suggested.

London, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
Combining multiple poor 
quality CCTV images into a 
single, computer-enhanced 
composite could improve 
the accuracy of facial rec-
ognition systems used to 
identify criminal suspects, 
a new study has found.

The findings showed 
that both people and com-
puter systems were better 
at identifying a face when 
viewing an average image 
that combined multiple 
pixelated images, com-
pared to the original poor-
quality images.

“We know that not all 
CCTV systems have the 
luxury of high quality cam-
eras, meaning that face 
identifications are often be-
ing made from poor qual-
ity images. We have shown 

that there is a relatively 
quick and easy way to im-
prove pixelated images of 
someone’s face,” said lead 
author Kay Ritchie from 
the Britain’s University of 
Lincoln.

The researchers created 
a series of pictures using a 
‘face averaging’ technique 
-- a method which digitally 
combines multiple images 
into a single enhanced im-
age, removing variants such 
as head angles or lighting 
so that only features that 
indicate the identity of the 
person remain.

The findings have im-
plications for law enforce-
ment and security agencies 
where low quality pixelated 
images are often the only 
pictures of suspects avail-
able to use in investiga-

tions. 
“We also know anecdot-

ally that there are lots of 
different techniques that 
people can use as inves-
tigative tools to improve 
low-quality images, such as 
manipulating brightness,” 
Ritchie said.

“Our standardised face 
averaging method could 
help in suspect identifica-
tion from low-quality CCTV 
footage where images from 
multiple different cameras 
are available, for example, 
from tracking a suspect 
along a particular route,” 
Ritchie added.

In the study,  pub-
lished in the journal Ap-
plied Cognitive Psychology, 
participants were asked 
to compare a high qual-
ity image with either a low 

quality pixelated image or 
one created using the im-
age averaging method, and 
determine whether they 
depicted the same person 
or two different people. 

The results showed that 
accuracy was significantly 
higher when viewing aver-
age combining pixelated 
images, rather than a single 
pixelated image.

The same test images 
were run through two sepa-
rate computer recognition 
programmes, one a smart 
phone application, and the 
other a commercial facial 
recognition system widely 
used in forensic settings. 

Both computerised sys-
tems showed higher levels 
of accuracy in identifying 
a person from average im-
ages.

Washington, Sep. 23 (PTI): A ‘super-
Earth’ discovered orbiting a star 16 
light years away from us, could be 
the Star Trek’s famed planet Vulcan 
-- home of the beloved character of 
Spock from the popular TV series.

The discovery was made using 
the Dharma Endowment Founda-
tion Telescope (DEFT), a 50-inch 
telescope located atop Mt Lemmon 
in southern Arizona, US. The planet 
is the first ‘super-Earth’ detected by 
the Dharma Survey.

Star Trek creators associated 
planet Vulcan with a real star, called 
40 Eridani A. Scientists from Uni-
versity of Florida (UF) and Tennes-
see State University (TSU) in the 
US have now found that the star 
indeed hosts at least one planet.

“The new planet is a ‘super-
Earth’ orbiting the star HD 26965, 
which is only 16 light years from 
Earth, making it the closest super-
Earth orbiting another Sun-like 
star,” said Jian Ge, an astronomer 
at UF, who led the study.

“The planet is roughly twice the 
size of Earth and orbits its star with 
a 42-day period just inside the star’s 
optimal habitable zone,” Ge.

“This star can be seen with the 
naked eye, unlike the host stars of 
most of the known planets discov-
ered to date. Now anyone can see 
40 Eridani on a clear night and be 
proud to point out Spock’s home,” 
said Bo Ma, first author of the study 
published in the journal Monthly 
Notices of the Royal Astronomical 

Society.
The orange-tinted HD 26965 

is only slightly cooler and slightly 
less massive than our Sun, is ap-
proximately the same age as our 
Sun, and has a 10.1-year magnetic 
cycle nearly identical to the Sun’s 
11.6-year sunspot cycle, research-
ers said.

“HD 26965 may be an ideal host 
star for an advanced civilisation,” 
said Matthew Muterspaugh from 
TSU.

“Star Trek fans may know the 
star HD 26965 by its alternative 
moniker, 40 Eridani A,” said Grego-
ry Henry, from TSU.

In a letter published in the 
periodical ‘Sky and Telescope’ in 
July 1991, Gene Roddenberry, the 

creator of Star Trek, along with sci-
entists of the Harvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics confirmed 
the identification of 40 Eridani A as 
Vulcan’s host star.

The 40 Eridani star system is 
composed of three stars. Vulcan 
orbits the primary star, and the two 
companion stars ‘would gleam bril-
liantly in the Vulcan sky,’ they wrote 
in their 1991 letter.

“Vulcan is the home planet of 
Science Officer Mr. Spock in the 
original ‘Star Trek’ Sci-Fi series,” 
said Henry.

“Spock served on the starship 
Enterprise, whose mission was to 
seek out strange new worlds, a mis-
sion shared by the Dharma Planet 
Survey,” he said.
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Osaka's winning streak comes 
to an end in loss to Pliskova

Marquez extends MotoGP lead in Aragon

Joshua retains heavyweight crowns with Povetkin TKO
NOA informs on Northeast Olympic games

Nagaland trash Sikkim by 7 
wickets in Vijay Hazare Trophy

Real Madrid president against Liga plan to play game in US

West Ham ends Chelsea's perfect start to EPL season

AP/PTI

Karolina Pliskova, right, of Czech Republic, holds her champion trophy and Naomi Osaka, left, of Japan holds 
her runner-up trophy during the award ceremony of the Pan Pacific Open women's tennis tournament in Tokyo 
on Sun. Sep. 23.

AP/PTI

Anthony Joshua celebrates after defeating Alexander Povetkin to retain his WBA, IBF, and WBO heavyweight 
boxing titles at the Wembley Stadium in London on Sat. Sep. 22.

Team Nagaland posing for the lens after winning the match against Sikkim at Vadodara.

Chelsea's Eden Hazard, middle, controls the ball in front of West Ham's Declan Rice, right, during the English Premier League soccer match at 
the London Stadium in London on Sun. Sep. 23.

Marc Marquez celebrates after winning the Aragon MotoGP in Aragon on Sunday.

Tokyo, Sep. 23 (AP): Nao-
mi Osaka's dominant run 
came to end on Sunday in 
a 6-4, 6-4 loss to fourth-
seeded Karolina Pliskova in 
the final of the Pan Pacific 
Open.

Playing in her first tour-
nament since upsetting 
Serena Williams to win 
the U.S. Open on Sept. 8, 
third-seeded Osaka hadn't 
dropped a set previous 
to Sunday's final but was 
frustrated from the outset 
by the big-serving Czech 
player.

Pliskova came into 
Sunday's final having won 
her last four dating to the 
Brisbane International in 
January 2017 - and kept that 
streak alive while putting an 
end to Osaka's 10-match 
winning streak.

Pliskova needed three 
dramatic sets in each of 
her matches to reach her 
second final of the season.

''I was just happy it 
didn't go to a third set,'' 
Pliskova said. ''Naomi was 
playing so good all tourna-
ment but I think she was a 
little bit tired today.''

Osaka started well with 
a pair of aces to win the 
opening game but Pliskova 
won her first break point of 
the match and took a 3-2 
lead. The 20-year-old local 
favorite was barely tested 

in her first three matches of 
the tournament but faced 
a much sterner challenge 
against Pliskova.

The frustration boiled 
over when Osaka double 
faulted in the ninth game 

of the second set to set up 
Pliskova's second break. 
The 20-year-old tossed her 
racket to the ground before 
collecting her composure, 
but it was too late.

Pliskova broke Osaka 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): Nagaland 
thrashed Sikkim by 7 wickets in the on-
going Vijay Hazare senior mens one day 
cricket tournament at the Moti Bagh cricket 
ground in Vadodra in Gujarat.

Nagaland is to play eight in the Plate 
Group-D and out of three matches played 
so far Nagaland won two and lost one. Next 
up Nagaland will go up against Uttrakhand 
at the same venue.

Nagaland won the toss and opted to 

field first.
Sikkim: 121 all out in 49 overs
Ashish Thapa-46 (115), Palzor-22 (49), 

Bhusan-12 (32)
Imliwati, Ravi and Tahmeed took 2 

wickets each for Nagaland.
Nagaland: 122 for 3 in 26.2 overs
K B Pawan-83 (91), Sedezhalie-14 (45), 

Abrar-18 (20)
Padam, Ajay and Amosh took 1 wicket 

each for Sikkim.

Madrid, Sep. 23 (AP): Real 
Madrid president Floren-
tino Perez says that his 
team will not participate 
in the Spanish league's 
scheme to play regular-
season matches in the 
United States.

Perez says Sunday that 
''We are not going to the 
United States. we do not 
know who this interests, 
surely not the clubs or the 

fans. We are vehemently 
against it.''

La Liga wants to hold 
a competitive match be-
tween Barcelona and Giro-
na near Miami on Jan. 26. 
to kick off a 15-year plan to 
promote the Spanish com-
petition in North America. 
The league says that it 
wouldn't force clubs to 
play in the overseas match, 
which it calls ''voluntary.''

Both Barcelona and 
Girona support the un-
precedented venture, but 
the players' union and 
some fans have criticized 
it.

The Spanish soccer 
federation responded on 
Friday to a request made 
by the league to authorize 
the match with a letter 
listing several problems it 
found in the proposal.

Alcaniz (Spain), Sep. 23 (AFP): Spain's Marc 
Marquez, riding a Honda, won Sunday's 
Aragon MotoGP to extend his lead atop the 
championship standings.

Marquez, after two second and one 
third placed finishes in the last three Mo-
toGP races, finished in 41min 55sec ahead 
of Italian duo Andrea Dovizioso (Ducati) 
and Andrea Ianonne (Suzuki).

Marquez now has 246 points in the Mo-
toGP standings, with Dovizioso second on 
174 and Yamaha's Italian veteran Valentino 
Rossi in third (159).

In the Moto2, South African Brad 
Binder (KTM) celebrated the first pole of his 
career with a second victory of the season.

Championship leader Francesco Ba-
gnaia and fellow Italian and Kalex team-
mate Lorenzo Baldassari rounded out the 
podium.

Binder kept his nerve in a thrilling race 
as he overcame a heart-in-the-mouth con-
tact with Bagnaia on turn 17.

The Moto3 went the way of Spain's 
Jorge Martin, who also started from pole 
on his Honda.

It was Martin's fifth victory of the sea-
son and the championship leader came 
home ahead of Italians Marco Bezzecchi 
(KTM) and Enea Bastianini (Honda), who 
had started 18th and 15th on the grid re-
spectively.

London, Sep. 23 (AP): West 
Ham ended Chelsea's per-
fect start to the Premier 
League season as the Lon-
don clubs played out a 0-0 
draw on Sunday.

Chelsea had recorded 
five wins in its first five 
games but, after a tiring 
trip to Greece midweek to 
play in the Europa League, 
Maurizio Sarri's team never 
really got going against an 
energetic and organized 
opponent.

A n d  t h e  Ha m m e r s 
looked more likely to find a 
winner for much of the game 
at London Stadium, with 
Chelsea's Kepa Arrizabalaga 
- the world's most expensive 
goalkeeper - forced into the 
best save of the match, and 
Andriy Yarmolenko missing 
a simple chance late on for 
West Ham.

Chelsea improved as 
the game went on but Al-
varo Morata wasted its best 
chance, firing straight at 
Lukasz Fabianski soon after 
coming off the bench.

West Ham started the 
game the better side. Yar-
molenko proved a constant 
threat down the right, whil-
eMichail Antonio, deputiz-
ing for the injured Marko 
Arnautovic, led the line with 
enthusiasm.

It was Antonio who had 
the best two opportuni-
ties of the opening 45 min-
utes. First, after being put 
through on goal by Felipe 
Anderson, he could only 

London, Sep. 23 (Reuters): 
Britain’s Anthony Joshua de-
livered a devastating techni-
cal knockout in the seventh 
round to defeat Russian Al-
exander Povetkin at Wemb-
ley Stadium on Saturday and 
retain his WBA, IBF, WBO 
and IBO world heavyweight 
championship belts.

In front of about 80,000 
fans, Joshua moved on to 
22 fights unbeaten in his 
professional career by hand-
ing the 39-year-old Povetkin 
only his second defeat but 
his first by TKO.

Joshua, returning to the 
arena where he knocked out 
Ukrainian Wladimir Klitsch-
ko in April, 2017 to become 
a unified heavyweight world 
champion, was given a he-
ro’s reception by the almost 
capacity crowd.

However, early on it was 
the smaller challenger who 
appeared the more inspired 
by the occasion, despite 
the constant boos and jeers 
from the partisan crowd, 
and he caught the Briton 
late in the first round with 
an uppercut on the nose.

Both men had won 
Olympic gold medals, but 

for a second time to go up 
5-4 and then hammered 
her sixth ace to secure her 
11th career title.

It was the second time 
Osaka came up short in 
the tournament. Two years 
ago, Osaka lost in the final 
to Caroline Wozniacki, this 
year's top-seeded player 
who was eliminated by 
Camila Giorgi in the sec-
ond round.

Osaka has been in the 
spotlight both on and off 
the court since arriving 
back in Japan after her his-
toric win in New York.

Despite being encour-
aged by the sold-out crowd 
at Tachikawa Arena, Osaka 
wasn't able to stage a come-
back. She finished with 26 
unforced errors and admit-
ted to being exhausted after 
the match.

''I've literally never felt 
more tired in my entire 
life,'' Osaka said. ''To play 
the final of the U.S. Open 
and then to come here, I 
think I did pretty well. So 
if there is anything I can 
take from this it is that I am 
proud of myself.''

it was the youthful energy 
of the 28-year-old Joshua 
which proved decisive as 
Povetkin visibly tired half-
way through the contest.

Joshua began dictating 
with his movement from the 
fourth round and started to 
find his range with his right 
hook.

That was what did for 
Povetkin, the WBA man-
datory challenger, in the 
seventh when a fearsome 
right-hander from Joshua 
landed square on his jaw 
and sent the Russian to the 
canvas.

He got back to his feet 
but not for long as an on-

slaught of punches from the 
champion led referee Steve 
Gray to intervene one min-
ute and 59 seconds into the 
round and give Joshua his 
21st win by knockout.

“Povetkin is a very tough 
challenger, he proved that 
tonight with good left hooks 
and counter punches,” 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Host Manipur Olympic As-
sociation has communicat-
ed the maximum number of 
athletes, team officials, and 
technical officials invited to 
the 1st North East Olympic 
Games 2018 in Imphal.

This was stated in an up-
date from secretary general 
Nagaland Olympic Associa-
tion (NOA).

1. Archery: Indian round 
men and women (4 each), 
recurve men and women (4 
each), compound men and 
women (4 each) and 2 team 
officials.

2. Athletics: 16 men and 
women with 3 team officials 
and 1 technical official

(100m, 400m, 1500m, 
50000m, 10000m, 4X100 re-
lay, 4X400 relay, long jump, 
high jump, shot put, javelin)

3. Badminton: 4 men 
and women with 2 team 
officials.

4. Boxing: 8 men and 
women in 46, 49, 52, 56, 
60, 64, 69, and 75kgs with 2 
team officials and 3 techni-
cal officials.

5. Football: 18 men and 
women with 4 team officials.

6. Judo: 5 men in 56, 60, 
66, 75, and 81kgs, 5 women 
in 48, 52, 57, 63, and 70kgs 
with 2 team officials and 1 
technical official.

7. Karate Do: 5 men in 
55, 60, 67, and +67kgs with 1 
individual kata and 5 wom-
en in 50, 55, 61, and +61kgs 
with 1 individual kata and 2 
team officials and 1 techni-
cal official.

8. Shooting: 6 men and 
women in 10 meter air rifle 
(ISSF) and 10 meter air pis-
tol (ISSF) with 2 team of-
ficials.

9. Table Tennis: 4 Men, 
4 Women, (Single, Double, 
Mix Doubles), 2 Team Of-
ficials.

10. Taekwondo: 6 men 
in below 54, 58, 63, 68, and 
74kgs above; 6 momen in 
below 46, 46, 49, 53, 57, and 
62kgs above with 2 team 
officials and 1 technical of-
ficial.

11. Weight lifting:  7 
men in 55, 61, 67, 73, 81, 
96, and 102kgs with women 

in 45kgs, 49, 55, 59, 64, 71, 
76kgs, 2 team Officials, 

12. Wushu: 7 men in 48, 
52, 56, 60, 65, 70, and 75kgs 
with 5 women in 48, 52, 56, 
60, and 65kg with 2 team 
officials and 1 technical of-
ficial.

All the above mentioned 
disciplines are informed to 
complete selection process 
and submit the list of the 
participants on or before 
Sep. 29 along with 2 nos. of 
recent passport size colour 
photos and xerox adhar 
card for accreditation and 
issue of ID.

Form for entry of names 
and accreditation ID card 
shall be communicated on-
line therefore the associa-
tions are informed to com-
municate their email ID to 
merenpaul@yahoo.co.in.

It is further informed 
that each selected athletes 
present address along with 
address proof should be 
submitted to the secretary 
general NOA with advance 
soft copy in the same email 
ID.

Joshua said from inside in 
the ring.

“I came in here to have 
fun, and give it my best, I 
knew he was strong to the 
head but weak to the body. I 
was just mixing it up.

“It could have been sev-
en, maybe nine, maybe 12 
rounds to get him out of 
there. But the ultimate aim 
was to be victorious.

“I got my knockout 
streak back,” he added, hav-
ing been taken to 12 rounds 
for the first time in his pre-
vious fight against New 
Zealand’s Joseph Parker in 
Cardiff in April.

The fight is the first of a 
two-match deal Joshua has 
agreed to stage at Wembley 
Stadium, with the second 
due to take place in April 
next year.

However, his plan to be-
come the undisputed world 
heavyweight champion may 
have to wait a little longer as 
WBC title holder Deontay 
Wilder announced earlier 
on Saturday a showdown 
with Joshua’s compatriot 
and former world champion 
Tyson Fury on Dec. 1 in the 
United States.

fire over when one-on-one 
with the 'keeper. Then, on 30 
minutes, after a surging run 
on the break by Yarmolenko, 
the ball broke to Antonio, 
whose shot from inside the 
six-yard box was bravely 
blocked by Kepa.

While Kepa deserved 
credit for a fine save, it is 
hard to imagine that Arnau-
tovic, who has scored three 
and assisted another of West 
Ham's five goals this season, 
would not have converted 

one, or both, of Antonio's 
chances.

For Chelsea, Olivier Gir-
oud could only scuff an early 
volley straight at Fabianski 
from a corner, while N'Golo 
Kante headed wide its best 
opening of the half after a 
clever combination from 
Eden Hazard and Willian.

But for the most part the 
visitors were crowded out 
by a determined Hammers 
opposition, with Fabian 
Balbuena doing particularly 

well to nullify the dangerous 
Hazard.

Chelsea improved after 
the break but not by enough. 
David Luiz headed a corner 
over the bar, Kante failed 
to hit the target when well-
placed and Fabianski made 
a fine save to deny Ross 
Barkley late on, but its best 
chance fell to the out-of-
form Morata.

After the home side 
switched off from a corner, 
Luiz touched the ball into 

the striker's path but his 
effort was straight at Fabian-
ski, who saved bravely with 
his face. And Yarmolenko 
should have won the game 
for the home side with 13 
minutes remaining, heading 
wide from close range with 
no defender near him.

The draw earns West 
Ham its first home point of 
the season, while Chelsea 
stays third in the table, level 
on points with second-place 
Manchester City.


