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Mortal remains to arrive Dimapur at 12 noon; state funeral in Kohima

ENtErtaiNmENt

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 22 (EMN): Member of 
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
and advisor for Excise and Seri-
culture, Imtikumzuk Longkumer, 
passed away on September 22 at a 
hospital in New Delhi. He was 51. 
He is survived by wife Imkongzenla, 
one son and four daughters.

The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) legislator 
from Aonglenden assembly constit-
uency in Mokokchung district was 
said to have been suffering multiple 
health complications including a 
renal ailment and was undergoing 
treatment at Apollo Hospital in 
Delhi.  He died of cardiac arrest on 
Saturday evening.

The mortal remains of the de-
mised leader are being flown from 
Delhi to Dimapur on Sunday. It 
shall be brought to Kohima to his 
official quarters where a brief me-
morial and send-off programme 
will be held, family sources said. 
Thereafter, the remains will be 
taken to his ancestral village Ungma 
where a state funeral is expected to 
be accorded to him, on Tuesday, 
September 25.

Born on Jan. 21, 1967 at Ungma 
village in Mokokchung district, 
Longkumer started his political 
career as a member of the Con-
gress’ youth wing in the early 1990s. 
He entered electoral politics in 
2008 and contested from the Aon-
glenden assembly constituency 
as an independent candidate but 
lost. In 2013, he became an MLA 
for the first time. Since then, he 
had served as deputy speaker of 
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
and as a parliamentary secretary for 
Information and Public Relations in 
the 12th assembly.

He contested in this year’s state 
assembly elections on the Nation-
alist Democratic Progressive Party 
ticket and was reelected. He was 
then appointed as advisor for Ex-
cise and Sericulture till he breathed 
his last.

Imtikumzuk Longkumer gradu-
ated from Dimapur, in 1994. He 
married Imkongzenla Jamir, and 
had a son and four daughters. He 
joined politics as general secretary 
of the ACYC, Congress during 1993-
2008; he was PS to chief minister 

during 1998-2003; vice-president 
of the Naga People’ Front for Aon-
glenden division during 2009-2013. 

He contested as an Independent 
candidate in the 11th general elec-
tion from 26-Aonglenden assembly 
constituency but lost; contested 
again from the same constituency 
on the INC ticket and was elected 
to the 12th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly. 

Leaders mourn demise
PB Acharya: The governor of Na-
galand PB Acharya expressed grief 
at the demise of Imtikumzuk Long-
kumer, advisor forSericulture & 
Excise and former deputy speaker 
who passed away on September 22 
in New Delhi.

In a condolence message that 
was received here on Saturday, 
Governor Acharya said that the 
contributions of the late Long-
kumer to the welfare of the people 
of Nagaland as a member of the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly will 
be remembered forever. 

‘In his demise, people of Naga-
land have lost a tall and prominent 
leader,’ the governor stated.

Acharya has conveyed con-
dolences to the members of the 

bereaved family and prayed that 
the Almighty God grant strength 
and solace to them to bear the loss.
Neiphiu Rio: Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio has expressed deep shock and 
pain that the legislator is no more. 

“Late Imtikumzuk was an up-
coming statesman who was making 
his mark in the political history of 
our state. Although he lost his first 
election, he got elected from 26 
Aonglenden assembly constituency 
for two consecutive terms in 2013 
and 2018,” the chief minister said 
in a condolence message that was 
received here on Saturday. 

“He also served as Deputy 
Speaker of the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly and I recall my long asso-
ciation and closeness with Ungma 
village of which he will always re-
main an intrinsic part of those cher-
ished memories.” His early demise, 
Rio lamented, has left a deep void in 
the state; it is a ‘big loss to the family, 
village and the party.’

“We mourn the loss of a young, 
upcoming leader who was not only 
diligent in his duties and responsi-
bilities, but also a fine gentleman 
who went out his way to help the 
people. He was a great asset to the 
government as well as the NDPP 

and his absence will be felt tremen-
dously,” the chief minister stated. 

“In this hour of grief, I on behalf 
of the Government of Nagaland 
and on behalf of my family, express 
our deepest condolences to the be-
reaved family members and all their 
near and dear ones. May Almighty 
God be with you in this time of sor-
row. May the departed soul rest in 
eternal peace.” 
Y Patton : The dy. chief minister and 
leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
BLP leader for Nagaland Y Patton 
has expressed deep pain and sor-
row at the demise of Imtikumzuk 
Longkumer.

‘Lt. Imtikumzuk was an able 
statesman and a refined legislator 
who led a humble life respecting all 
other legislators. The BJPLP feels a 
huge vacuum being created by his 
demise. The BJPLP conveys  heart-
felt condolences to the bereaved 
family and prays for the departed 
soul to rest in peace,’ Patton stated 
in a message. 
TR Zeliang: Leader of Opposition 
TR Zeliang also issued a condolence 
message expressing anguish and 
mourning the passing of a ‘good 
soul.’

“Feeling absolutely distraught 
to learn about the demise of Imti-
kumzuk, MLA from Aonglenden 
constituency in Mokokchung dis-
trict. A very simple man, I had the 
pleasure to work with him. He was 
a man who had a very positive out-
look towards life. In his untimely 
demise, we have lost a good soul,” 
the former chief minister stated. 

Zeliang stated that Longkumer 
was elected to the 12th assembly 
on the INC ticket and later joined 
the NPF. “He served with grit and 
sincerity as parliamentary secretary 
and also as deputy speaker during 
the 12th House and was serving as 
advisor in this 13th House.” 

“I relish the memory of Imti-
kumzuk who launched my social 
media pages that I have today. 
Grateful for all that he had done and 
may his memory continue to live in 
us. I extend my deepest condolenc-
es to his wife Smti Imkongzenla and 
children and all bereaved family 
members,” the message read. “May 
his soul rest in peace.” 

Students shocked at financial misappropriation  

Scholarship funds: ANCSU wants Edu. officers penalised 'Deserving senior citizens deprived of pension benefits'

NDPP legislator Imtikumzuk dies at 51

I only told my diary — Ashley 
Judd on being raped  |  P10

IYC stages protest on Rafale issue, 
seeks PM’s resignation  |  P8

Lee Chong Wei diagnosed with  
nose cancer  |  P11

Dimapur, Sep.22 (EMN):  
The chief minister’s estab-
lishment has assured that 
the Nagaland government 
was pursuing redress for 
the case, and winning it, 
involving the lease agree-
ment for the Nagaland com-
mercial complex in Kolkata. 
The chief minister’s office 
(CMO) issued statement on 
Saturday iterating the turn 
of events that the govern-
ment called in the outright 
a “mistake” and a “fraud.”

Referring to the con-
cerns raised by the leader of 
opposition in the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly on 
September 20, the CMO 
deemed it essential that 
the facts of the matter be 
brought to public domain 
as a tally for transparency. 

The lease agreement 
signed in 1997 with M/S 
CEEPL is ‘bad in law and 
necessary corrective action 
needs to be taken to ensure 
that rights of government of 
Nagaland are protected,’ the 
CMO stated. With the mat-
ter being taken to Kolkata 
High Court by the CEEPL, 
the Nagaland government 
has already filed the counter 
affidavit, it stated. ‘…we are 
confident of winning the 
case and ensuring that the 
rightful rent is paid to gov-
ernment,’ the government 
stated.

The CMO gave a back-
ground to the case: The 1997 
agreement was signed as a 
consequence of a decision 
taken in a Cabinet meeting 
on January 29 1997 to dis-
cuss the commercial com-
plex at Kolkata. A Cabinet 
sub-committee was then 
formed to address the issue.

The committee had a 
meeting with S Ghosal of 
M/S Engineers Enterprise 
on February 17 1997 in 
Kolkata and agreed to the 
following conditions: The 
lease agreement has to be 
for 20 years according to 
the West Bengal Tenancy 
Act; the annual rent be fixed 
at Rs 60 lakh per annum; 
enhancement of rent will 
be in accordance with the 
Tenancy Act; M/S Engineers 
Enterprise will bear 50% 
of the cost of registration 
including stamp papers; 
M/S Engineers Enterprise 
requested that if the State 
Bank of India enhances 
rent, they would also agree 
to proportionate increase 
of rent; M/S Engineers En-
terprise agreed to execute 
the lease directly with govt. 
of Nagaland and bear all 
expenses after paying Rs 
60 lakh annual rent; the 
draft lease deed was ap-
proved by the state Cabinet 
on  December 6 1997 and 
subsequently the lease deed 
was signed on December 24 
1997 by the then Chief Sec-
retary AM Gokhale who also 
advised Advocate General, 

Nagaland in a letter dated 
December 24 1997 to with-
draw all cases pending with 
M/S Engineers Enterprise 
in the Calcutta High Court. 
The lease was effective from 
January 1 1998 for a period 
of 20 years, which expired 
on January 1, 2018.

The terms and condi-
tions of the December 24 
1997 lease, which the CMO 
termed “heavily disadvanta-
geous, unfair, unjust”:
Clause 2.1: The lease shall 
be for a period of twenty 
years with effect from the 
first day of January 1998 and 
on expiry after twenty years, 
the ‘lessor’ shall renew it for 
the second term on existing 
terms and conditions.
Clause-3: The lessee shall 
pay INR five lakh per month 
on or before the seventh day 
of every succeeding month.
Clause -4.7: To repairs and 
maintenance (painting /
white washing, cement 
painting etc.) after every 
third year and replace capi-
tal equipment. The Les-
see is permitted to deduct 
‘the said amount’ from the 
monthly rent after 30 days 
of presentation of bills/es-
timate.
Clause -5.2: Allow Lessee to 
enjoy 1500 sq. ft space free 
of rent.
Clause- 5.3: Allow the les-
see to use the premises for 
business purpose/sublet 
without any reference to the 
‘lessor.’
Clause- 5.8: Allow the lessee 
to make alterations, exten-
sions, etc.
Clause-5.10: Allow the les-
see to use entire complex 
premises as collateral se-
curity to public financial 
institutes/agencies, and 
national banks.

“It is pertinent to note 
that the then Congress gov-
ernment was over eager to 
sign this agreement which 
amounted to selling the in-
terests of the state. The Cab-
inet sub committee went to 
Kolkata to have a meeting 
and the agreement was also 
signed in Kolkata on 24th 
December 1997 on the eve 
of Christmas – which is a 
holiday in Nagaland. It is a 
matter of shame that such 
illegal acts were taken up on 
such an important day,” the 
CMO’s statement read.

The CMO clarified that 
the present Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio was the PWD 
minister then but was not 
included in the Cabinet 
subcommittee. “In spite of 
this fact, the leader of oppo-
sition made the allegation 
in the assembly that Shri 
Neiphiu Rio was the Home 
minister in 1997 – which is 
incorrect and is a statement 
made with malafide intent. 
One wonders if the real tar-
get of leader of opposition is 

CEEPL or the present Chief 
Minister Rio.

The CMO called it ‘un-
fortunate’ that the opposi-
tion ‘tried to make this issue 
into a political issue when 
the interest of the state is in-
volved.’ As was mentioned 
in the assembly, the state-
ment read, the government 
of Nagaland is committed 
to protecting the interests of 
the state and will take all le-
gal measures to ensure that 
M/S CEEPL pays the due 
rent and in case of default is 
evicted from the premises.

“A mistake was made in 
1997 by signing an agree-
ment which is not only one 
sided but is also unfair, un-
just, illegal and unconsti-
tutional. The agreement 
is based on West Bengal 
Tenancy Act which itself is 
not applicable to proper-
ties owned by state govern-
ments,” the CMO stated.

The scale of fraud com-
mitted through this Rent 
Agreement is appalling, the 
CMO declared. The CEEPL 
runs Nightingale Hospital in 
the premises which is a 100-
bed super-specialty hospital; 
the daily rentals of just the 
room charge amounts to Rs 
8 lakh at the rate of INR 8000 
per day which is much more 
than the rent of Rs 5 lakh or 
Rs 7 lakh being paid by them, 
the CMO stated. “Further 
there are many other com-
mercial establishments in 
the premises from which 
CEEPL is collecting rentals.”

The statement read: 
‘The state government is 
following up the case with 
utmost sincerity. CEEPL had 
filed the case on 14th Febru-
ary 2018 when the state was 
going through assembly 
elections. Case came up on 
hearing on 14th May 2018 
when the interim orders 
with regard to payment of 
rentals at the rate Rs 7 lakh 
per month was passed by 
the high court. Counter 
affidavit has been filed in 
Kolkata High Court on 16th 
July 2018. The rentals at the 
rate of Rs 7 lakh have been 
accepted as per interim or-
ders of the high court with-
out any prejudice to rights 
of government of Nagaland 
to get the rental at INR 2.2 
crore per month with effect 
from 1st January 2018.’

The CMo added: “It is 
indeed commendable that 
Chief Minister Shri Neiphiu 
Rio announced on the floor 
of the House that a joint 
parliamentary committee 
will be constituted to super-
vise the follow up action and 
to ensure that the interests 
of the state is protected. This 
is clear proof and evidence 
of the transparency being 
adopted by the government 
in the matter and the gov-
ernment should be con-
gratulated and appreciated 
for this bold initiative.”

Nagaland House, Kolkata: 
CMO confident of winning case 

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
The chief justice of Megha-
laya High Court, Moham-
mad Yaqoob Mir, has said 
that the issue of human 
trafficking in Nagaland ap-
pears to be unassuming on 
the surface but a closer look 
reveals that the menace of 
human trafficking is taking 
its root in the state. 

“With the uneven de-
velopment between ur-
ban towns like Kohima, Di-
mapur, and Mokokchung, 
and the growing urbanisa-
tion have led to a huge de-
mand for domestic helpers, 
especially minor boys and 
girls from remote villages 
to urban towns,” Mir stated. 

The chief justice was ad-

dressing the second regional 
consultation on child rights 
in the context of human 
trafficking in Northeast In-
dia on September 22 at Yo-
jna Bhavan in Shillong. The 
event was organised by In-
ternational Justice Mission 
(IJM), Meghalaya State Legal 
Services Authority (MSLSA), 
and Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority (NSLSA).

During his address, Mir 
pointed out that IPC section 
370A was added in 2013 to 
protect minor from traffick-
ing and sexual exploitation, 
in which perpetrators shall 
be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term not 
less than five years, which 
may even extend to 7 years. 

“With new challenges 
various acts came into force, 
amendments have also 
been made so as to make 
penal provisions more 
stringent, but such offences 
could not be stopped,” he 
said. He wondered as to 
what could be the reasons 
that had failed the law to 
deter perpetrators from car-
rying out the heinous crime. 

Stressing on human 
trafficking in Northeast 
India, Mir lamented that 
Northeast emerged as the 
hub of human trafficking 
in India. He mentioned un-
employment, poverty, and 
migration as the reasons 
for human trafficking in the 
Northeast.  

The chief justice re-
minded that Assam has the 
highest number of traffick-
ing cases in India with 1494 
cases. According to Mir, 
the protracted insurgency 
problem coupled with re-
current flood, and peculiar 
geographical setting has 
made Assam vulnerable to 
infiltration. 

While lauding Mizoram 
for being the first state in 
the Northeast to formulate 
‘Victim of Crime Compen-
sation Scheme,’ Mir added 
that it has not completely 
prevented human traffick-
ing in the state.

Pointing out that Meg-
halaya has the largest 
number of child trafficking 

after Assam, he said that 
thousands of children are 
working in hazardous con-
ditions in the coal mines of 
Jaintia hills in Meghalaya. 
However, he said that the 
recent National Green Tri-
bunal order has banned 
the rate of hole mining and 
compensation were offered 
to the child workers. 

Stating that introspec-
tion is the need of the hour 
to meet the challenges of 
human trafficking, Mir 
urged the collective re-
sponsibility of stakeholders, 
state legal services author-
ity, and police to take care 
of the rights of the children 
and save them from being 
exploited.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
Shocked that the Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) has 
revealed that academic scholar-
ship funds were misused, the 
All Nagaland College Students 
Union (ANCSU) has demanded 
prosecution of officers of the 
Technical Education directorate. 

The ANCSU issued a copy of 
a letter on Saturday addressed to 
the director of Technical Educa-
tion demanding action for the 
alleged financial misappropria-
tion.

The union expressed serious 
concern at what it stated was the 
misuse of scholarship funds by 
officials, stated to have been re-
ported by the CAG in its report for 
the year ending March 31 2017.

“The ANCSU is shocked that 
as per the CAG report, the direc-
torate of Technical Education has 

grossly misused the scholarship 
funds. The misappropriation and 
diversion of scholarship funds 
amounting to crores is a direct 
insult to the students’ commu-
nity…” the union stated.

The ANCSU placed a ques-
tion to the directorate of Tech-
nical Education: “…On what 
grounds it has the right to organ-
ize merry-making farewell func-
tions, shamelessly purchasing its 
departmental needs, cowardly 
paying employees salary and 
self-proclaiming to be gener-
ous sponsors with the students 
scholarship meant only for pay-
ment of scholarship to the de-
serving students.”

The students called it “day-
light robbery being boldly prac-
ticed by the officials.” The ANC-
SU has assured that it shall ‘in 
no condition’ leave any stone 

unturned to deliver justice to the 
students community ‘and at the 
same time book the concerned 
erring officials as per the law.’

The ANCSU has demanded 
that those officials involved in the 
alleged misappropriation and 
diversion of scholarship funds 
be ‘immediately terminated 
as they pose serious threat to 
the students’ community”; the 
directorate of Technical Educa-
tion must to submit a detailed 
report in black and white to the 
union within five days ‘on the 
misappropriation and diversion 
of scholarship funds.’

The union “will not pay ears 
to any other reasons or excuses 
but only stand fervently with 
its demands; failing which the 
ANCSU will be compelled to ini-
tiate necessary course of action,” 
the letter added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 22: The Comp-
troller and Auditor General 
(CAG) has detected anomalies 
in payment of pension benefits, 
to citizens of the age 80 years-
and-over category, amounting 
to INR 3.15 cr. under the Indira 
Gandhi National Old Age Pen-
sion Scheme (IGNOAPS).

The CAG placed the report 
during the second session of 
the 13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly based on the audited 
accounts for the year ending 
March 31, 2017.

The report stated that 222 
persons below 60 years, were 
given old age pension under 
‘60-79 years category,’ while 
51 beneficiaries aged below 80 
years, were given scheme ben-
efits under ‘80 years and above 
category,’ resulting in payment 
of INR 23.07 lakh to those ineli-
gible beneficiaries.

Besides, the department 

paid scheme benefits of ‘60-79 
years category’ to senior citi-
zens aged ‘80 years and above’ 
thereby paying less pension to 
‘80 years and above category’ 
senior citizens by INR 3.15 cr.

The department of social 
welfare implements the welfare 
programmes for uplift of vul-
nerable sections of the society.

The amount of pension was 
INR 200 per month for benefi-
ciaries falling in the age group 
of 60-79 years and INR 500 per 
month for the age group of 80 
years or above. State govern-
ment in August 2009 had agreed 
to contribute state share of INR 
100 per month with effect from 
2009-10, thereby enhancing the 
monthly pension amount to 
INR 300 per month for the age 
group of 60-79 years and  INR 
600 per month for the age group 
of 80 years or above.

The CAG also detected non-
adherence to scheme guidelines 

in selection of beneficiaries 
particularly on beneficiary da-
tabase information, non dis-
bursement of monthly pension, 
non setting up of grievance cell, 
non-conduct of social audit of 
the scheme.

Examination of records re-
vealed that the state govern-
ment did not release to the 
department an amount of INR 
89.05 lakh released by the gov-
ernment of India in September 
2012. Instead, the amount was 
released to the department 
during 2013-14 and the depart-
ment utilised the amount for 
the disbursements due under 
IGNOAPS in 2013-14, resulting 
in short payment to IGNOAPS 
beneficiaries by four months 
in 2012-13 as the department 
could only disburse pension for 
eight months during 2012-13 
through central share.

It was also noticed that the 
state government released INR 

3.95 cr. only to the department 
against Centre’s sanction of INR 
18.61 cr. during the year 2016-
17. The remaining amount of 
INR 14.66 cr. was retained by the 
state government which result-
ed in disbursement of pension 
under IGNOAPS for only three 
months during 2016-17.

CAG has recommended the 
department to strictly adhere 
to the scheme guidelines for 
identifying and selection of new 
beneficiaries. It suggested in-
volvement of local bodies like vil-
lage/ward council for addition/
deletion of beneficiaries. It stated 
that NSAP-MIS should be fully 
operational and updated regu-
larly with complete and accurate 
details of the beneficiaries.

It further suggested setting 
up of adequate internal control 
and monitoring mechanism like 
grievance redress system and 
social audit to strengthen the 
implementation of the scheme.

‘Nagaland hiding a murky human trafficking story’ 

File photo of Imtikumzuk Longkumer (EM Image)



‘Keeping Clean’ activity 
undertaken in Kohima

CORRECTIONS
With regard to the news report under the headline ‘Three students 
selected to represent Nagaland at national-level science event’ pub-
lished on September 22 of  this daily, it should be read as ‘Lithunglo 
C Ezung will represent Nagaland at national-level science event’ and 
not as rendered.
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Padma Shri Piyongtemjen Jamir being felicitated during ‘Hindi Week’ celebration ICAR-NRC on Mithun, 
Medziphema on Sep. 22

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
‘The Coming Generation- 
Leading the lead (TCG)’ 
organized its 1st cleanli-
ness drive under the theme 
‘Keeping Clean’ as a part of 
the campaign ‘Nagaland 
Says No to Plastic’.

The drive covered the 

areas from Razhu Point to 
NST Bus Stop. Around 20 
youths participated in its 
first drive. The cleanliness 
drive was carried out by the 
Eco Angels of TCG with the 
collaboration of Lower Jail 
Colony Youth Organization, 
informed a press note.

Condolence messages
Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
Political parties, civil soci-
ety, individuals and others 
expressed their heartfelt 
condolences over the sud-
den demise of NDPP MLA 
Imtikumzuk Longkumer, 
Advisor of Sericulture and 
Excise, Government of 
Nagaland at Apollo Hos-
pital, Delhi. 
NDPP 

The Nationalists Dem-
ocratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP), while expressing 
grief and sadness, termed 
Longkumer as ‘a people’s 
leader who rose from the 
grassroots and dedicated 
his life in the service of the 
people’. 

In a condolence mes-
sage issued by the NDPP 
President, Chingwang 
Konyak paid rich tribute 
to the departed legislator 
and said that despite hav-
ing attained high offices, 
Longkumer never forgot 
those he sought to serve 
and lived his life amongst 
the people he loved. 

Saying  that  Long -
kumer served with dedi-
cation and honesty and 
functioned with utmost 
vibrancy and energy de-
spite his failing health, 
Konyak said the NDPP has 
lost a promising leader 
and an enthusiastic and 
courageous comrade who 
aspired to build the party 
with utmost loyalty and 
dedication. The party fur-
ther extended heartfelt 
condolences to the be-
reaved family. 
 BJP, Nagaland  

T h e  Bh a ra t i y a  Ja -
nata Party,  Nagaland, 
expressed grief at the 
untimely demise of ong-
kumer after a prolonged 
illness at New Delhi. 

The BJP Nagaland 
President, Temjen Imna 
Along, in a condolence 
message, regarded the 
deceased legislator as a 
God fearing leader and an 
ardent  supporter in all as-
pects of social endeavour 
whose death has created a 
vacuum in the Naga politi-
cal history. 

“We have lost a great 
soul whose untiring, self-
less services rendered to 
the people of Nagaland 
shall be cherished for-
ever”. The party further 
extended heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family.  
C.M Chang 

Nagaland Minister for 
Environment and Climate 
Change, Parliamentary 
Affairs, CM Chang, in a 
condolence message, ex-
pressed sadness at the 
death of Longkumer and 
regarded him as a dedi-
cated and sincere elected 
member with admirable 
charisma. 

“It is a great loss to the 
people of Nagaland, par-
ticularly to the Ao commu-
nity,” the minister stated 
while extending heartfelt 
condolences to the be-
reaved family members. 
NPP, Nagaland Unit 

The Nationalists Peo-
ples’ Party (NPP) Naga-
land Unit expressed deep 
sadness over the demise 
of MLA Imtikumzuk Long-
kumer. 

“He was a valuable and 
a highly respected person 
of a great character and 
his untimely death will be 
a great loss for the state,” 
the NPP Nagaland Unit 
stated in a condolence 
message.  The party ex-
tended its heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family members.   
Ungma Senso Telongjem 
Mokokchung  

The Ungma Senso Te-
longjem Mokokchung, 
while expressing shock 
and sadness over the sud-
den demise of the legisla-
tor, said that Imtikumzuk 
Longkumer was a ‘very 
dynamic leader though at 
a very young age. The Te-
longjem, in a condolence 
message, further extended 
its heartfelt condolences.
Rajya Sabha MP, K.G 
Kenye 

Parliamentarian KG 
Kenye expressed shock 
and sadness at the sudden 
demise of Longkumer. 

The PRO to MP (RS), 
in a condolence message, 
stated that during their as-
sociation in the Naga Peo-
ples’ Front party, Kenye 
‘found him to be upright 
and promising leader but 
regret for his life which 
came to an abrupt end at 
a very young age’. 

Kenye said that with 
his departure, the Aon-
gleng A/C in particular 
and the Nagas in general 
have lost a fine leader and 
further extended his deep-
est condolences to the 
bereaved family.   
 W. Wangyuh Konyak 

Former Member of 
Parliament (Lok Sabha), 
in a condolence message, 
said that the demise of 
Longkumer as a  great loss 
to the Naga people in gen-
eral and the people of his 
constituency in particular. 

“I personally saw him 
as an active and ener-
getic in his duties while 
assigned as P.S. to Dr. S.C. 
Jamir. He was as dynamic 
even before joining active 
politics and one capable 
young and upcoming pol-
itician,” stated the former 
parliamentarian. Konyak 
and his family extended 
deepest condolences to 
the bereaved family and 
prayed for the department 
soul to rest in peace.

GOC 3 Corps teaches social 
responsibility to Sainik students 

Acharya on sweeping tour of Kiphire district 

World Cancer Free Day 
observed in Wokha

Tsieramia youths iterate construction of bridge as ordered 

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN):The 
The General Officer Command-
ing (GOC) of 3 Corps, Lieut. 
Gen. Gopal R, AVSM, SM visited 
Sainik School Punglwa on Sep. 
22 and exhorted the cadets to 
develop a thirst for knowledge 
and undertake social responsi-
bility in the future. 

Speaking at a special as-
sembly programme organised 
in honour of his visit, Lieut. Gen. 
Gopal said that it was his long 
planned wish to visit the school 
and honoured to be among the 
cadets. He told the cadets that 

they are the blessed ones who 
are the potential officers under 
training and the future of the 
great country. 

Advising them to have a 
thirst for knowledge, the Lieut. 
Gen. asked the cadets not be 
distracted with the latest gen-
eration gadgets but inculcate the 
habit of reading books.  

While emphasising on the 
importance of education in 
one’s life, the GOC asserted that 
there is nothing which is known 
as ‘luck’ as luck comes naturally 
to anyone who works hard. 

The army’s 3 Corps chief was 
briefed by the principal of the 
school about and was shown the 
school’s academic block, Capt. 
Kenguruse Mess and school 
campus. 

The General Officer also 
interacted with the staff of the 
school and advised the teachers 
the carry out their duties as ‘gu-
rus’ rather than instructor and 
mould the cadets to desirable 
personalities. Upon his arrival, 
the cadets of the school gave a 
guard of honour to the visiting 
Lieut. General.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): A 
meeting to review Kiphire’s sta-
tus/report on ‘Aspiration District’ 
and its relief and rehabilitation 
activities in the aftermath of the 
recent monsoon emergencies 
was conducted the Governor 
Acharya at the deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall, Kiphire 
on Friday. 

The DIPR reported that ‘key 
departments’ including Health, 
Education, Public Works (Roads 
and Bridges) and Banking (LDM) 
presented reports to the gov-
ernor.

“Power point presentations 
were also given by SDO (C) 
sardar about the disaster/relief 
and rehabilitation, Aspiration 
District Report by SDO (C) and 

presentation in respect of ADC 
Hq. Seyochung by ADC Seyoc-
hung,” the report read. 

Acharya appealed to the of-
ficers ‘to be more sincere in their 
works and encouraged the peo-
ple of Kiphire to work hard with-
out depending only on the funds 
from the state government.’

The governor also interacted 
with the town council members 
and the business community. 
“The governor called upon all 
to create more awareness on 
cleanliness and assured to con-
tribute INR 2 lakh for purchase 
of garbage disposing vehicle as 
the council has only four vehicles 
at present. The governor also in-
spected the women daily market 
(sic) at Kiphire.

“During his visit to major 
landslide area at Kiphire town 
Mission Compound the gover-
nor urged the district admin-
istration to construct proper 
retaining wall. He also visited 
Hopongkiu memorial hall and 
Government High School Yang-
phi.”

On September 20, Acharya 
had visited the District Hospital 
in Kiphire. “During interaction 
with the patients and doctors 
the governor called upon all to 
work more effectively and bring 
changes to the hospital…condi-
tion of poor roads and lack of 
transportation facilities was also 
highlighted to the governor. The 
governor distributed fruits and 
biscuits to all the patients.”

Wokha, Sept. 22 (EMN): The 28 
Assam Rifles (AR) Wokha today 
observed the World Cancer Free 
Day at Libemo Memorial School 
Wokha where the RMO Captain 
Satya Prakash spoke on the effect 
and cause of cancer to the students 
and parents of the school.  He was 
accompanied by Adjutant Maj. 
Neleish Suryanvanshi. 

Capt. Satya Prakash, who spoke 
about the various forms of cancer 
like oral cancer, brain cancer etc.,   
explained that the root cause of 
cancers is mainly due to lack of 
awareness and also due to personal 
diet and consumption of intoxi-
cants like tobacco. He cautioned 
that the higher the rate of tobacco, 
the higher the number of cancer 
patients in the country. 

 Referring to adage ‘health is 
wealth’, Capt. Prakash briefed the 
students on the symptoms of can-
cer and the chances of cure on early 
detection of disease; he advised the 
students and parents to be con-
scious of such symptoms of cancer 
so that it can help save lives. 

Later, the students and the par-
ents signed a pledge to support and 
stop cancer through consumption 
of tobacco by making Nagaland fit 

and healthy. 
 Earlier, the Assam Rifles also 

distributed pamphlets for online 
form to be filled up for SSA and 
all India Sainik school test to the 
students. 

Meanwhile, the office of the 
Medical Superintendent of Wokha 
conducted an awareness on the 
Measles-Rubella  Vaccination Cam-
paign (MVRC) at the school; the CO 
of 28 AR Col. Hiren Borah extended 
support on the campaign to eradi-
cate the disease in the district. 

 While thanking the gathering, 
the principal of Libemo Memorial 
School, Josaih Mitra appreciated 
them for their ‘interest and assist-
ing mankind’ through the aware-
ness programme by the 28 AR at 
the school. Saying that the school 
supports the MVRC, the principal 
appreciated the concern authority 
for sensitising them to avoid hoax 
news through social media since it 
is a stumbling block in the society.   

Meanwhile, the Libemo Memo-
rial School Wokha has been de-
clared as plastic free zone of plastic 
bags and therefore, the parents 
and students were asked to restrict 
themselves from carrying plastic 
bags to the school. 

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): Object-
ing, to what it said was, the alleged 
government’s plan to construct an 
iron bridge Sanuorü, the Tsieramia 
Youth Organisation (TYO) on Sat. 
said that the proposed bridge over 
Sanuorü river should be construct-
ed as per the specified criteria and 
that the organisation will not allow 
any alterations in the work order 
issued in July 2016. 

 A press release issued by the 
TYO President, Neirükuolie Yhome 
and General Secretary Vitshu Vizo 
stated on ‘certain rumours’ be-
ing circulated that the Tsieramia 
Youth Organisation is obstructing 
the construction of the bridge at 
Sanuorü. It clarified that neither 
the Tsieramia Youth Organization 
(TYO) nor the Tsieramia Council 
or the land owners had ever ob-

structed or prevented the contrac-
tor in starting the construction of 
the bridge. 

 It clarified that some youths of 
Tsieramia community in their own 
individual capacity requested for 
the contract work but were not al-
located as they did not possess the 
requisite qualifications to construct 
the bridge. Nonetheless, it was 
communicated to the chief engi-
neer, PWD (R and B) that they do 
not have objection of awarding the 
contract to any qualified contractor 
as long as the work starts at the ear-
liest and the bridge constructed as 
per the specifications and finished 
within the stipulated time. Accord-
ingly, the work order was allotted 
to the contractor in July 2016, the 
release stated. 

However, the TYO lamented 

that even after a lapse of two years 
since the work order was issued, 
the construction work has barely 
began. Instead, the government 
is planning to construct a steel 
bridge, the TYO alleged. 

Therefore, the organisation 
while asserting that the bridge must 
be constructed as per the specified 
criteria and that it will not allow 
any alteration in the work order, the 
TYO appealed the government and 
the contractor to start the work at 
the earliest. 

Nonetheless, the organisation 
offered its fullest cooperation to 
the government saying that it is 
fully aware of the urgent need of the 
bridge and also of the difficulties 
being faced by the public because 
of the damage of ‘this particular 
road’. 

STATE

‘South Nagas’ convene special 
meeting on Oct. 2 
The South Nagas Union of Nagaland State (SNUNS) 
will hold a special meeting on Oct. 2 from 11 am in 
the conference hall of the People in Need Foundation, 
Bank Colony in Dimapur. The SNUNS president, Joe 
Ngamkhuchung, in a press note, stated that the meet-
ing has been convened for approval of its revised and 
amended constitution and to decide on a common 
celebration of the south Nagas seed sowing festival, 
Lui Ngai Ni, in the coming years.  The release asked the 
office bearers, the executive body and all the federat-
ing tribe representatives -- presidents and secretaries 
-- to attend the meeting. 

Medziphema Village Council 
informs landowners 
The Medziphema Village Council on Sat. informed 
all the ‘landholders’ under Medziphema town that it 
will be conducting a land registration/renewal drive at 
its council hall from Oct. 1 till Oct. 31st.  A press note 
appended by the MVC Chairman, Neikhonyü Kuotsu, 
Secretary Khriengulie Kapo and GB Pelesevir Kuotsu 
directed all the “landholders  or owners” to renew or 
register their land on the said days without fail.   The 
council warned that it shall not be held responsible 
for any land disputes “in case a person fails to register 
or renew his/her land holding on the stipulated time”. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Padma Shri Piyongtemjen felicitated during ‘Hindi Week’ WEATHER REPORT (22, SEP.)
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA - - - - -

DIMAPUR 35.5 26 27.7 93 NIL

WOKHA 23.6 17.2 19.7 91 41.8

ZBT 23.2 16.2 19.8 89 4

MON 32 22 22.9 92 NIL

TUENSANG 25.2 20 20.5 91 1.2

MKG 25.4 19.4 21.3 88 9.4

PHEK 27 18 19.7 76 NIL

KIPHIRE 28.2 19 23.2 84 4.4

SECHÜ ZUBZA 30 18 22.7 80 9

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27.2 18.4 22.5 84 38.6

JALUKIE 27 18 17.7 94 84

MANGKOLEMBA 31.6 22.4 23.8 78 48.8

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
Padma Shri Piyongtemjen 
Jamir, the director of Ras-
tra Bhasa Hindi Teach-
ing Institute, Dimapur 
was felicitated on the 
concluding day of the 
week-long ‘Hindi Week’ 
at Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research - Na-
tional Research Centre 
(ICAR-NRC) on Mithun, 
Medziphema. 

The Padma Shri re-
cipient, who was the chief 
guest on the concluding 
day of the week, was pre-
sented with a plaque for 
being conferred with the 
national award 2018 in 
the field of literature and 
education, and for his out-
standing contribution in 
popularisation of Hindi in 
Nagaland.   

 A press release re-

ceived here from the cen-
tre said that, Piyongtemjen 
Jamir,  lamented that 
though Hindi is a national 

language, it is not being 
adopted well throughout 
the country as most of 
the textbooks in higher 

education like medical 
and engineering are not 
written in Hindi. Saying 
that Hindi is not only the 

‘national language’ but 
also a pride for the peo-
ple, Jamir said a nation 
cannot progress unless 
its language progresses. 
He hoped that Hindi 
will serve as a linking-
language of the tribes of 
Nagaland and will help to 
unite the Nagas. 

The release stated that 
during the period of one 
week, various competitive 
programmes like essay 
writing, Hindi reading, 
extempore, antakshari 
competition and dicta-
tion were held which was 
participated by the staff of 
the ICAE-NRC on Mithun 
and school actively par-
ticipated.  

 Other dignitaries 
present on this occasion 
were Walen Jamir, Prin-
cipal, Rashtra Bhasha 

Hindi Teaching Institute, 
Dimapur and Khrutsulu 
Dozo, PGT (Hindi), GHSS, 
Dimapur.

 The director of the 
ICAR-NRC on Mithun, 
Dr. Abhijit Mitra, speak-
ing at the programme, 
said that HIndi is not only 
the third most spoken 
language in the world but 
also now being used in the 
development of artificial 
intelligence. He motivated 
the staff members to use 
Hindi as much as possible 
like while issuing office or-
der in bilingual version i.e. 
in both English and Hindi; 
using of bilingual office 
seal, tender inquiry etc. 
The event was organized 
by the in-charge Hindi 
Cell Dr.  (Mrs). Saroj Top-
po, Principal Scientist, the 
release further stated. 

Fr. Varghese of MG College awarded with peace awards

Fr. Shibu Varghese of MGM College, Dimapur being conferred with peace awards at Kolkata Science City auditorium on Sep. 22.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
The principal of MGM Col-
lege, Dimapur, Fr. Shibu 
Varghese has been hon-
oured with two awards 
-- the Golden Award of 
Human Excellence and 
World Peace Excellence  
award-2018 -- at an in-
ternational seminar cum 
convocation programme 
held at Kolkata Science 
City auditorium on Sep. 22 
which was conducted by 
the United Nations Uni-
versity for Global Peace (a 
UNUGP - accredited by 
the United Nations) on the 
topic ‘establishing global 
peace’.   

A press release issued 
by the media cell of the col-
lege stated that Fr. Shibu 
Varghese was awarded the 
“Golden Award of Human 

Excellence” for excellent 
contribution  in establish-

ing  universal peace and 
contribution towards the 

international society and 
global family of God; in 

building a transformed 
worldwide peace loving 

community in the service 
of humanity cutting across 
all boundaries and eventu-
ally service to God.  

It also informed that 
Fr. Varghese was awarded 
the “World Peace Excel-
lence Award - 2018” bas-
ing on the recommen-
dations of the Academy 
of University  of Global 
Pe a c e ( AG U P, U S A )  by 
World Achievers Founda-
tion,  Kolkata. 

Moreover, Fr. Varghese 
has also been conferred 
the Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD) for “Specialization 
in peace education” during 
the convocation ceremony 
which was presented by 
the Rector and Chairman 
of the University, Dr. Mad-
hu Krishan, the media cell 
further informed. 
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The winners of a ‘baby-show’ with their parents and judges after an event organised by the department 
of Social Welfare on Saturday in Dimapur. 

EM Images

Students of JMS presenting a special presentation during the Parent’s Day Celebration in Mokokchung on 
Saturday. 

A group of teachers who were trained on how to conduct the Aser survey in Nagaland. 

Photo source: Internet

‘Poshan Abhiyaan’ project seeks to reduce 
stunting from 38.4% to 25% by 2022

Teachers told to ‘ignite minds’ 

Aser survey 2018 begins in Nagaland Do not overlook villages in Meluri, 
TPO tells state government 

Curfew in Indo-
Myanmar border 
belt extended 

‘Be ambassadors of Nagaland’ — Patton tells students  

‘Murals as expression of Naga culture’ 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 22: As part 
of the ongoing ‘Poshan 
Maah,’  or  ‘Nutr it inal 
Month’ in the state, the 
director of Social Welfare, 
T Merangstungba Aier 
said that 12 departments 
of the state government 
have converged together 
to conduct various pro-
grammes to promote and 
sensitise the community 
on improving nutritional 
value to mother and child 
and reducing stunting of 
children. 

A ‘baby show’ was or-
ganised under the ‘Poshan 
Maah’ programme by the 
Social Welfare department 
at the Ana-Ki Building in 
Khermahal on Saturday. 
A total of 87 babies par-
ticipated in the show – 
beyond the expectation of 
the organisers of the com-
petition, it was informed. 

“The goal of Poshan 
Abhiyaan is to achieve im-
provement in nutritional 
status of children below 
6 years, reduce stunting 
from 38.4% to 25% by 
2022,” Aier said adding 
that even anaemia among 
adolescent girls, pregnant 
and lactating mothers and 
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Issued in Public interest by:
NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION
Department of Health & Family Welfare

Government of Nagaland

Early and Exclusive Breastfeeding is one of the most 
important steps towards ensuring newborn health.

Begin Breastfeeding within one hour of Birth.

Breastfeed your child exclusively for the first 6 months as your 
baby needs only Breastmilk and not even water.

EExclusive Breastfeeding decreases chances of Diarrhoea, 
Pneumonia, Promotes Brain Development and other 
infections.

Start Complementary Feeding when the Baby completes Six 
Months along with continued Breastfeeding. 

Breastfeed the baby 8 to 10 times in a Day.

Mothers Milk is the
Complete Food
for the Baby!!!

to reduce low birth weight 
babies will be the objective 
under this scheme. 

“A malnourished child 
is more prone to infec-
tions resulting in many 
drawbacks in growth and 
holistic development,” 
Aier shared, stressing that 
a healthy mother leads to 
a healthy child which will 
in turn become a healthy 
generation.

The director informed 
that during the period of 
the first 1000 days of a 

child, interventions of a 
better diet and healthcare 
of the mother is very es-
sential therefore making 
the health of a mother a 
major role in the life of a 
human. “Exclusive breast-
feeding for 6 months and 
followed by food comple-
ment with micronutrient 
nutritious food along with 
continued breastfeeding 
for two years is essential,” 
he said. 

State Brand Ambassa-
dor, Rashtriya Poshan Ab-

hiyan, Prof  Alongla P Aier 
encouraged the parents to 
take proper care of their 
children while reminding 
them that it was an hon-
our and privilege to be a 
parent. 

“A healthy child will 
be good for the society 
and nation and it will go a 
long way forward,” she ob-
served. She also congratu-
lated the department of 
Social Welfare for initiating 
such programme as part of 
Poshan Abhiyan which she 

termed a ‘huge success.’
Baby Imnajungla Mol-

lier bagged the first prize 
and received a cash prize 
of INR 5000 and a citation 
while Baby Akili K Jimomi 
was placed in the second 
position and received INR 
3000 and a citation. The 
third prize carrying a cash 
prize of INR 2000 each 
and citations went to two 
competitors, Kechetyile 
and Temsuakum.

The sub-categories 
winners Veyie Tetseo for 
best smile, Likhumgha 
Zhimomi for bagging the 
best dressed, ‘All Rounder’ 
baby was won by Ninuka 
Aye, ‘Most Healthy Baby’ 
by Lendisen, and ‘Most Ac-
tive Baby’ went to Mathew. 
They were all given cash 
prize of INR 1000 each 
with a citation. All the par-
ticipants were handed INR 
500 each along with a cita-
tion.

The panel of judges 
for the baby show were T 
Merangtsungba Aier; Prof. 
Alongla P Aier; Dr. Antoly 
Swu, Dy.CMO; Tosheli 
Zhimomi, District Welfare 
officer, Dimapur; and Dr. 
Akumtoshi, Pediatrician, 
Zion Hospital, Dimapur.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 22 
(EMN): Teachers were told 
to create ‘ignited minds’ 
and help set goals in the 
life of students during a 
Parent’s Day Celebration 
in Mokokchung on Sep-
tember 22.

D r.  Me d e m ,  C M O 
Mokokchung, who was 
the guest of honour at the 
event organised by the 
Jubilee Memorial School 
( JMS) asserted that it is 
the ignited mind that cre-
ates scientists, engineers, 
doctors, bureaucrats and 
teachers.

He added that apart 
from achieving personal 
success, this elite group of 
people contribute to the 
development of a society, 
nation and the world with 
their ideas and innova-
tions.

In this connection, the 
CMO urged all the teachers 
to ignite the minds of the 
students. “A human mind 
once born has the potential 
to reach to achieve various 
heights. The challenge is to 
identify our potential and 
work on heightening it.” 

Medem also congratu-
lated the JMS faculty led by 

the principal and teachers 
for securing the second 
position in ‘Northeast in 
National Accreditation.’

To the parents,  he 
urged them to continue 
their support to the school. 
However, he cautioned 
them not to cross the line 
to avoid creating discord 
and disturb the ambience 
of the school.

For the betterment of 
the school, he also sug-
gested more interactive 
session between parents 
and teachers and also de-
veloped a grievance re-
dress system.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
A state-level workshop on 
the annual status of educa-
tion report (Aser) survey 
was conducted at the Cir-
cuit House in Dimapur 
from September 16 to 20th, 
marking the start of Aser 
2018 in Nagaland. 

A  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m 
Pratham Aser Nagaland 
informed that through lec-

tures, quizzes and field-
works, 11 master trainers 
were taught to conduct 
the survey in Nagaland. 
This year, the survey in Na-
galand will be conducted 
with the help of DIETs, local 
NGOs and local volunteers, 
it informed.

“ASER is the largest an-
nual citizen led survey in 
India that provides data on 

children’s learning levels. 
Every year over 6,00,000 
children in the age group 
of 3-16 are surveyed. Close 
to 25,000 volunteers from 
more than 500 partner 
organisations conduct 
the survey, reaching over 
16,000 villages in every ru-
ral district across the coun-
try. 

“In 2017, after focusing 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 22: Of late 
murals have come to rep-
resent a form of expres-
sion among the Naga youth 
across the state. In many 
places, the youth have used 
this form of art to transform 
urban eyesore into walls 
that tells stories and ex-
presses culture. 

Similarly, the Ao Stu-

dents’ Union Dimapur 
(ASUD) in collaboration 
with the Dimapur Munici-
pal Council (DMC) have 
painted a 190-metre long 
wall (in breadth) located 
near the West Police Sta-
tion in Dimapur.  This was 
part of the ASUD’s drive to 
commemorate its golden 
jubilee. ‘The project is being 
shared in 50:50 ratio be-

tween the ASUD and DMC’, 
said an official of ASUD to 
Eastern Mirror.       

The project started in 
July by tearing down the 
wall cover ‘which was weak 
and in poor quality’ fol-
lowed by repairing of the 
wall by ASUD volunteers. 
The paintjob is expected 
to finish in a month, main-
tained the ASUD official.  

The murals are being 
painted by five artists from 
the Ao community which 
will have the ‘Naga tradi-
tional shawls, Naga culture 
depicted and awareness on 
environment,’ informed the 
student official.

Also, he mentioned that 
the ASUD has adopted the 
area for maintenance in the 
future.

on the abilities and skills of 
14-18 year old youth, this 
year ASER is back to assess-
ing 5-16 year old children 
on their basic reading and 
math skills while addition-
ally testing children in the 
age group of 14-16 on the 
application of their basic 
arithmetic skills to daily 
tasks. 

“ASER hopes to keep 
the focus on foundational 
reading and numeracy 
skills and continue to con-
tribute to the formation of 
new policies,” it stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
The Tenyimi Peoples’ Or-
ganisation (TPO) has ap-
pealed to the Nagaland 
government for assistance 
to parts of the state where 
people are suffering but 
overlooked.  

In an open letter to the 
government, the TPO on 
Friday stated it stand in 
solidarity with the people 
of many areas in Nagaland 
struggling to cope with ‘in-
surmountable losses and 
difficult situations.’

“… and while it is ap-

preciative of the role of the 
government of Nagaland 
and a whole lot of people 
doing their best to mitigate 
and take control of the situ-
ation, there may be pockets 
where people are suffering 
but are overlooked.

“It is learnt that, in 
Meluri sub-division, two 
areas of Kamaleah and 
Phokungri, besides suf-
fering massive destruc-
tion of fields, are also to-
tally cut-off which are 
situated beyond Meluri 
town and on the other 

side of the landslides 
which have affected the 
Kiphire district.  However, 
so far only two villages 
had received relief mate-
rials whereas the affected 
villages includes Kanjang, 
Akhen, Reguri, Mollen, 
Lutsam, Washelo, New 
Thewati, Old Thewati and 
Avankho,” it stated.

The TPO appealed to 
the government to take 
stock of the situation in 
these areas and reach out 
with necessary assist-
ances.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): The deputy 
chief minister of Nagaland, Y Patton 
graced the golden jubilee celebra-
tion of Lotha Ekhae Ekhung Shillong 
(LEES) as a special invitee at the Naga 
Community Hall, Nagaland House 
Shillong on Saturday.

A statement from the deputy 
chief minister’s office quoted Patton 
telling the students: “You are study-
ing outside your home state and so 
you represent the image of the Naga 
people. Be ambassadors of Nagaland 
by exhibiting the positive side of the 
Nagas.

“During our times, it was difficult 

to have instant and easy communica-
tion among each other as it is today 
with mobiles in every hand. For any 
student meeting we had to go to every 
college to inform and even if there 
was any emergency pertaining to our 
members it was very difficult to have 
immediate gathering since passing 
on information took time. However, 
things have totally changed today. 
Any information is immediately given 
out and received.” 

He also said that students were 
more sincere and hardworking before 
the onset of technology. “Technology 
has an advantage for those who know 

the limits of when and how to utilise 
it but a huge disadvantage for those 
who do not know the limits of utilising 
it,” he said.

Patton said today’s generation 
was fortunate to be enjoying all such 
benefits and facilities and yet if they 
do not do better in studies than those 
who studied during difficult times, 
then they are lacking in responsibili-
ties and duties as a student.

He encouraged and challenged 
the students’ community by an-
nouncing a cash prize for those stu-
dents who crack the UPSC and NPSC 
examination during his tenure.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
The Mon district admin-
istration has extended 
the prohibitive orders 
under Sec. 144 CrPC –
curfew from 10 pm to 
3 am – in the 3 km belt 
along the Indo-Myanmar 
border in Mon district to 
another three months.   

A DIPR report stated 
that the latest extension 
of the prohibitive orders 
would last till November 
22.   
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Fish import from Myanmar can ease 
shortage in Northeast — Experts

NPP to contest 
Mizoram Assy. 
election

Manipur to develop Heritage 
Park soon at Keibul Lamjao

APCC claims calls by person posing as television 
journalist traced to BJP office, smells conspiracy

Assam police to make database on youth working outside — DGP

Aizawl, Sep. 22 (PTI): The 
National People’s Party (NPP) 
would contest the Mizoram 
Assembly election due lat-
er this year, party national 
spokesman James Sangma 
said Saturday.

The NPP is part of the 
BJP-led NDA at the Centre 
and is a constituent of the 
North East Democratic Alli-
ance (NEDA).

In Meghalaya the NPP is 
the major partner of the rul-
ing MDA alliance while in Na-
galand and Manipur it is also 
part of the ruling alliance.

He said party chief Con-
rad Sangma would formally 
launch the NPP in Mizoram 
on September 29.

Sangma, who is also Meg-
halaya Home Minister and 
elder brother of Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad Sang-
ma, however, said that the 
number of candidates to be 
fielded by the NPP was yet to 
be decided.

The NPP though a na-
tional party has a regional 
outlook is a tribal-centric 
party, he claimed, adding 
that its main objective is for 
united north east states and 
to raise stronger voice at the 
Centre and in the Parliament.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 22 (EMN): A her-
itage Park having traditional 
houses of all the 33 recognised 
tribes of Manipur would be de-
veloped at an estimated cost of 
RINR 39 Cr. at Keibul Lamjao in 
Bishnupur district soon.

This was disclosed by Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh while speaking at the an-
nual get- together and freshers’ 
day of the Mao Youth and Stu-
dents’ Organisation of Imphal 
at the Tribal Research Institute 
in Imphal on Saturday.

The chief minister said that 

the Union Tourism Ministry 
had approved the heritage park 
project and the state govern-
ment had set a target to com-
plete the project before next 
year’s Manipur Sangai festival.

Biren Singh also said that 
the Cherry Blossom festival 
at Mao would be held as part 
of Manipur Sangai festival, a 
ten-day annual tourism festival 
held in the last week of Novem-
ber from this year onwards.

Regarding Mao people’s 
desire to have an exclusive 
market for them in Imphal, the 
chief minister informed that 

he would definitely keep his 
promise made to Mao wom-
enfolk.

Informing that women 
market shed being constructed 
at Senapati district headquar-
ters would be inaugurated next 
month, he also admitted that 
the state had also decided to set 
up IIIT at Mayangkhang.

Public Health Engineering 
Minister L Dikho and Tribal 
Affairs and Hills Minister N 
Kayisii also spoke on the occa-
sion wherein different cultural 
troupes presented colourful 
traditional dances and songs.

Guwahati, Sep. 22 (PTI): Assam 
Congress claimed on Saturday 
that it had traced to the BJP 
head office in Delhi the calls 
from a person, who posed as a 
TV news channel journalist, to 
some of its leaders and alleged 
it was an attempt by the saffron 
party “to fabricate fake news” 
against it.

The state BJP dismissed the 
allegations, saying reporters 
who come to BJP offices some-
times use the phones there 
and alleged that Congress is 
raising non-issues as it is losing 
ground.

A press release by the As-
sam Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (APCC) claimed the 
person had called up Bobbeeta 
Sharma, the general secretary 
and senior spokesperson of As-
sam PCC, on September 21 and 
had introduced himself as a 
journalist of a popular English 
news TV channel, 

He had sought information 
about East Guwahati constitu-
ency from where Sharma was 
a candidate in the 2016 state 
assembly election as well as the 
neighbouring seats of Dispur, 
West Guwahati, Jalukbari, Pal-
asbari and Hajo, the release by 
Sharma said.

“The Assam Congress party 
has taken strong exception to 
the impersonation incidents 

of the caller from the BJP par-
ty office from Delhi and will 
also lodge a complaint with 
the state police department,” 
Sharma said.

The Congress spokesper-
son also released the numbers 
from which she had allegedly 
got the call from Delhi on her 
mobile phone on the afternoon 
of September 21. The caller had 
introduced himself as Robin 
and a journalist of a popular 
English TV news channel.

The person had told Shar-
ma that the information was 
sought in connection with an 
exit poll for the 2019 Lok Sabha 
election, she said.

The numbers from which 
the calls were made were 
checked from the MTNL direc-
tory in the internet and were 
found to be those of the BJP 
office in 11 Ashoka Road Delhi, 
she claimed.

Charging the BJP with mak-
ing the alleged calls, Sharma 
said in the release, “The Assam 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
has condemned the alleged 
action of BJP for using callers 
in Delhi to impersonate as tel-
evision journalists of national 
news TV channels and gather 
information from Congress 
leaders in Assam.” 

She said, “The Assam Con-
gress apprehends the purpose 

behind such calls could be to 
record voice samples of Con-
gress leaders to manufacture 
and fabricate fake news and 
hate news which is the forte of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party to 
be used later during election 
time”.

The APCC spokesperson 
said the Congress condemns 
the use of “young boys as 
pawns to indulge in such un-
ethical, nefarious and anti-
national activities and ruining 
their future prospects”.

Similar calls were also 
made to Congress legislature 
party leader Debabrata Saikia, 
APCC Secretary Dulu Ahmed 
and Assam Pradesh Mahila 
Congress General Secretary 
Bismita Gogoi, she said.

Asked about the allega-
tions, Assam BJP spokesman 
Rupam Goswami told PTI that 
he was not aware of the inci-
dent.

“Many reporters come to 
BJP offices across the country 
and use the phones in the 
party’s offices for the purpose 
of news gathering. This may 
have been one such incident,” 
he, however, said.

Goswami also said that “as 
Congress is losing ground, it is 
raising such non-issues instead 
of concentrating on bigger 
challenges facing the country”.

Guwahati, Sep 22 (IANS): As-
sam Director General of Police 
Kuladhar Saikia on Saturday 
said the state police is going to 
make a database of the youth 
who had been working outside 
to monitor their activities.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the DGP said on Saturday 
that the move was necessitated 
after arrest of Hizbul Muja-

hideen terrorist Qamar uz Za-
man from Kanpur. After his 
arrest, the Assam police have 
arrested seven linkmen of the 
Hizbul Mujahideen from Hojai 
and Nagaon districts of Assam.

“We have asked the village 
headmen of the villages in As-
sam to collect the information 
about the youth of the village 
working outside. We are going 

to use the information to make 
a database and will monitor 
their activities through police 
and other agencies in different 
states,” said Saikia.

Speaking on the recent 
spread of the Hizbul network 
in Assam, Special DGP, Assam, 
Pallab Bhattacharyya said the 
Hizbul network spread very 
clandestinely in Assam. 

“In the past also terrorists 
organizations such as Jamat Ul 
Mujahideen, Bangladesh (JMB), 
Harkat-Ul Mujahideen and oth-
ers have tried to spread their 
network in Assam. However, the 
Assamese society does not ac-
cept these organizations,” said 
Bhattacharyya

He said the investigation 
on the recent arrest of Hizbul 

network in Assam is going on. 
He refused to divulge much as 
it might hamper the investiga-
tion.

A National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) team was in Assam 
recently to interrogate the seven 
Hizbul linkmen, who had been 
arrested from parts of Hojai and 
Nagaon districts of Assam post 
Qamar uz Zaman’s arrest.

N Biren Singh arrives at the annual get-together of the Mao Youth and Students’ Organisation in Imphal on Saturday.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS

1. Used in baseball
4. Prefix indicating “Badly”
7. Thick stew made of rice and chicken
12. Not an amateur
13. Portray
14. Belgian city
15. Seaman
17. Any of various climbing, woody 

vines
18. Society of Automotive Engineers
19. Gorilla or chimpanzee
21. Neither
22. Placed down
24. Consumer Price Index
25. Smooch
26. Referee declares a winner (boxing)
27. Baked goods
29. Tire brand
31. Element
35. Matched duo
37. Knock
38. Bjorn ____, tennis player
41. Senator Kennedy or CNN’s Turner
42. A spongelike cake leavened with 

yeast
43. Medieval shield
44. Klutz
45. 10
46. True frog
48. Visualize
52. Gentry
53. Peacock network
54. Scottish for “Own”
55. A Mexican dish
56. Consume
57. The compass point that is one point 

east of due north 

DOWN
1. Beats Per Minute
2. Macaws
3. Twisting

4. Hair
5. Frozen water
6. Strips of leather
7. TV US marine Gomer ____
8. Near or against
9. A citizen of Iran
10. Belonging to Tonight 

Show’s Jay
11. Exploiters 16. 007 

writer ___ Fleming
20. Felt compassion for
22. Found at the end of most 

corporate names
23. Hawaiian fish

24. Per ______ = each
25. “The Spanish Tragedy” 

playwright Thomas ___ 
(1558-1594)

27. Chiefly perennial grasses 
of cool temperate regions

28. Unit of measure equal to 
16 feet

30. Liquid Propane Gas
32. Pertaining to modern day 

Persia
33. Apprehend 34. 

Protects the environment
36. Make more pure

38. Hat with no brim or bill
39. Central Florida city
40. Pertaining to magical 

symbols
42. Plead
44. Lyric poems
45. Consideration
47. International Trade 

Organization
49. Business degree
50. Bill
51. The compass point midway 

between northeast and 
east
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BSF jawan’s stolen gun 
recovered from Bangladesh
Agartala, Sep. 22 (PTI): A non-lethal weapon, which 
was snatched away by smugglers from a jawan in 
Sipahijala district, was returned Saturday following a 
commander level flag meeting by BSF and its Bangla-
desh counterpart -- Border Guards Bangladesh. The 
BSF said that two of its jawans on duty challenged a 
group of smugglers when they were trying to cross 
the Indo-Bangla international border with cattle on 
Friday. Since the smugglers did not pay heed, one of 
the jawans fired a round from his Pump Action Gun 
(PAG) and simultaneously lobbed a stun grenade 
towards the miscreants to stop them, BSF DIG Mri-
tyunjoy told PTI.

Militants attack trucks in 
Manipur
Imphal, Sep 22 (IANS): Suspected tribal militants 
have attacked and looted 20 trucks in Manipur here, 
abducted a driver and injured two others, police said 
on Saturday. The trucks were on their way from Assam 
to Imphal on Friday when the incident occurred on 
the Maku bridge. The vehicles were ambushed on the 
national highway as the militants opened fire. They 
took one of the drivers’ hostages and brutally beat up 
another driver and a cleaner. The attackers left with 
cash and several mobile phones. However, they did 
not touch the merchandise on board the trucks. No 
arrest has been made yet.

BSF apprehends five, seizes gold 
biscuits worth INR 22
Shillong, Sep 22 (PTI): The Border Security Force 
(BSF) detained five persons and seized gold biscuits 
worth Rs 22 lakh from them near the Indo-Bangladesh 
border in Meghalaya, officials said Saturday. The 
gold biscuits were recovered from the possession of 
the detained persons, it said, adding that they were 
estimated to be worth INR 22 lakh. The BSF handed 
over the detained persons to the police who arrested 
them.Meanwhile, three persons were apprehended by 
BSF in South Garo Hills district for smuggling 190 kg 
of fresh fishes, the BSF official said.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
Import of freshwater and 
sea fish from neighbour-
ing Myanmar with the 
opening of the India-
Myanmar land route 
last month through Ma-
nipur’s Moreh, a com-
mercial border town will 
help in fulfilling the de-
mand supply gap of fish 
in North Eastern states, 
said the trade experts.

Convenor R K Shiv-
achandra of the state lev-
el committee for actuali-
zation of Act East Policy 
expressed that the trad-
ers in the region should 
explore the potential of 
aquaculture industries in 
neighbouring Myanmar 
particularly in Mandalay 

Fish stall at Mandalay town in Myanmar 

towns to import fresh wa-
ter fish overnight consid-

ering the closer distance.
“One can import all 

kind of fresh fishes from 
Myanmar overnight once 

the government infra-
structures are ready,” Shi-
vachandra said.

Fish supply from oth-
er parts of the country 
takes a week or more to 
reach the north-eastern 
states. 

However, freshwater 
and sea fish from My-
anmar could reach the 
region within a day or 
maximum of two days.

This came to light 
when a team of Manipur 
journalists visited the 
towns in Myanmar in-
cluding Nyaung Shwe, 
Mandalay, Yangon and 
other markets during a 
weeklong tour organ-
ised by the department of 
Information and Public 
Relations.

The north-eastern re-
gion although endowed 
with abundant water 
bodies, continues to reel 
from shortfall of fish sup-
ply despite the fact that 
the region’s population 
consumes fish.

As a result the popula-
tion continued to depend 
on fish imported from 
other parts of the coun-
try since the past two 
decades.

According to a well-
known fish importer in 
Imphal market, initially 
they buy fish from other 
parts of the country in a 
small scale by personally 
going to Dimapur. “Now 
we directly import it from 
southern Indian states,” 
she said.
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BUSINESS

Infosys to design new 
forms for filing GST returns

Samsung India launches 2 
smartphones in Galaxy J series

Gold slumps INR 250 on weak 
global cues, low demand

Weak rupee, credit crisis worries drag 
equity market down 3% over week 

Petrol prices continue to 
rise; INR 89.80 in Mumbai

Bengaluru, Sep. 22 
(IANS): The Goods and 
Services Tax Network 
(GSTN) has directed its 
software vendor Infosys 
to design new forms for 
filing returns by traders, 
said its Group of Ministers 
Chairman Sushil Kumar 
Modi on Saturday.

“We have directed In-
fosys to design the new 
forms as suggested by the 
GST Council to simplify 
filing returns by traders 
on the network,” Modi 
told reporters here after 
the 10th meeting of the 
GoM, held here to review 
the working of the net-
work.

“We plan to roll out the 
new simplified GST re-
turns form in the next 4-6 
months for the benefit of 
dealers or traders paying 
the indirect tax through 
the network,” said Modi, 
who is also Bihar Deputy 
Chief Minister.

The GoM has identi-
fied 18 companies across 

the country to develop a 
uniform accounting soft-
ware for the smaller tax 
payers.

“The new software will 
be given to all small trad-
ers to ensure uniformity 
in filing GST returns,” said 
Modi.

As decided by the GST 
Council, e-commerce 
firms will pay Tax Deduc-
tion at Source (TDS) and 
Tax Collected at Source 
(TCS) with effect from Oc-
tober 1.

The Union govern-
ment on September 13 
notified October 1 for im-
plementing the TDS and 
TCS provisions under sec-
tion 52 of the Central GST 
(CGST) Act.

The e-commerce 
companies have to deduct 
TDS up to 1 per cent state 
GST and 1 per cent central 
GST on intra-state sup-
plies of over Rs 2.5 lakh.

In the case of inter-
state supplies of over Rs 
2.5 lakh, the TDS will be 2 

per cent of the integrated 
(state and central) GST.

The Council had ear-
lier deferred implement-
ing the TDS and TCS af-
ter e-commerce players 
like Amazon, Flipkart and 
Myntra expressed con-
cerned on compliance 
burden.

Claiming that GST rev-
enue was improving after 
the procedures and rules 
were reformed, Modi said 
revenue deficit of states 
had declined to 13 per 
cent from 17 per cent ear-
lier.

“We are hoping the 
combined revenue will 
soon touch Rs 1.3 lakh 
crore per month with 
greater compliance by all 
the stakeholders,” reiter-
ated Modi.

The data and business 
intelligence by the net-
work is helping the Coun-
cil to track tax evasions 
and warn dealers filing 
fake invoices./Eom/365 
words.

Gurugram, Sep. 22 
(IANS): Refreshing its 
budget J series, Sam-
sung India on Saturday 
launched Galaxy J4+ and 
J6+ for Rs 10,990 and Rs 
15,990, respectively.

Galaxy J6+ and Gal-
axy J4+ with glass-finish 
design and Dolby Atmos 
will be available from 
September 25 on retail 
outlets, Amazon, Flipkart 
and Samsung Shop.

“Galaxy J series is 
India’s most popular 
smartphone series, mak-
ing up almost a third of 
all smartphones sold in 
India. We are making the 
J series even more excit-
ing by introducing side 
fingerprint, emotify, glass 
finish and new reflective 

colours,” Mohandeep 
Singh, Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Mobile Business, 
Samsung India, said in a 
statement.

Galaxy J6+ is equipped 
with 4GB RAM + 64GB 
storage while Galaxy J4+ 
comes with 2GB RAM + 
32GB ROM. 

Both the smart-
phones are powered by 
a 3,300mAh battery and 
run Android Oreo operat-
ing system (OS). 

Both Galaxy J6+ and 
J4+ offer true HD expe-
rience as they have L1 
Widevine certification. 
This, coupled with Dolby 
Atmos, enables consum-
ers to enjoy a full 360 de-
gree surround-sound ex-
perience. 

Galaxy J6+ comes with 
“Side Fingerprint” sensor 
-- a first for any Galaxy de-
vice -- which unlocks the 
phone in the most secure 
manner.

Galaxy J6+ comes with 
13MP+5MP dual rear 
camera and an 8MP front 
camera while the Galaxy 
J4+ sports a 13MP rear 
and a 5MP front camera. 

The new smartphones 
come with true HD+ in-
finity design that gives 
users nearly 15 per cent 
more display area without 
increasing the overall size 
of the device, the compa-
ny claimed.

Both devices are pow-
ered by a Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 425 proces-
sor. 

New Delhi, Sep. 22 (PTI): 
Gold prices plunged by 
INR 250 to INR 31,450 
per 10 grams at the bul-
lion market here Satur-
day, tracking a weak trend 
oveINReas amid easing 
demand from local jewel-
lers.

However, silver hard-
ened by Rs 70 to Rs 38,150 
per kg on scattered enquir-
ies from industrial units 
and coin makers.

Marketmen said senti-
ment turned bearish af-
ter gold prices fell in glo-
bal markets as the dollar 
firmed on persistent con-
cerns about an escalating 
trade war between the US 
and China.

Globally, gold fell 0.68 
per cent to USD 1,198.70 
an ounce and silver 0.38 
per cent to USD 14.25 an 
ounce in New York in Fri-
day’s trade.

Fall in demand from 
local jewellers and retailers 
at the domestic spot mar-
kets too put pressure on 
gold prices, they said.

In the national capital, 
gold of 99.9 per cent and 
99.5 per cent purity drifted 
down by Rs 250 each to Rs 
31,450 and Rs 31,300 per 
10 grams, respectively. The 
precious metal had gained 

Mumbai, Sep. 22 (IANS): 
Persistent depreciation 
in the Indian rupee and 
high crude oil prices 
coupled with concerns 
over credit crisis dragged 
the key equity indices 
three per cent lower on a 
weekly basis during Sep-
tember 17-21.

The week started on 
a negative note, both in 
the domestic and global 
markets, primarily owing 
to the US announcement 
of fresh tariffs on Chinese 
imports.

This was the third con-
secutive week that saw fall 
in the Indian equity mar-
ket. 

The stock exchanges 
were, however, closed on 
September 20 on account 
of Muharram.

A major slump hit the 
market on Friday after-
noon, with the S&P BSE 
Sensex losing over 1,100 
points, only to partially 
recover from the lows 
minutes later. Analysts 
described it as a panic 
sell-off across the board, 
specifically in the bank-
ing and finance space, as 
there were concerns over 
credit risk.

“Firesale of finan-
cial units by IL&FS for 
repaying its CPs (com-

mercial papers) added 
fuel to fire,” said Mustafa 
Nadeem, CEO, Epic Re-
search. 

Infrastructure Leas-
ing and Financial Services 
(IL&FS), which defaulted 
on its commercial paper 
obligation earlier this year, 
missed payments again 
on Friday. This increased 
concerns of a credit crisis 

among the investors.
On a weekly basis, 

the Sensex closed at 
36,841.60 points, lower 
1,249.04 points or 3.28 
per cent from its previous 
close.

Similarly, the wider 
Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange on Friday 
closed at 11,143.10 points, 
down 372.1 points or 3.23 
per cent from the previous 
week’s close.

“Indian markets re-
mained in bear grip right 
from the beginning of the 
week, largely weighed 
down by a weakening ru-
pee, escalation in trade 
war and rise in crude oil 
prices,” said Prateek Jain, 
Director of Hem Securi-

ties.
He added that inves-

tor’s sentiments were fur-
ther weakened by the an-
nouncement of merger of 
three public sector banks 
-- Bank of Baroda, Vijaya 
Bank and Dena Bank.

“On Friday, towards 
the fag-end of the week, 
traders and investors 
witnessed a highly cata-

strophic market driven by 
a sharpfall in the NBFC 
sector,” Jain said.

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional figures 
from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors sold 
scrips worth Rs 2,674.12 
crore, while the domes-
tic institutional investors 
bought Rs 1,782.63-crore 
stocks in the truncated 
week.

According to National 
Securities Depository 
(NSDL) figures, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
divested Rs 2,231.37 crore, 
or $306.04 million, in the 
equities segment during 
the week ended Septem-
ber 21.

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee closed at 
72.20 a US dollar on Fri-
day, 35 paise weaker from 
the previous week’s close 
of 71.85.

On Tuesday, it touched 
an all-time low of 72.91 
per greenback.

The top sectoral gainer 
was oil and gas, while the 
major losers were realty, 
infrastructure and finance 
counters, said Deepak 
Jasani, Head of Retail Re-
search at HDFC Securi-
ties.

The top weekly Sensex 
gainers were ONGC (up 
6.88 per cent at Rs 180.10); 
Power Grid (up 3.62 per 
cent at Rs 200.20); Tata 
Steel (up 3.15 per cent at 
Rs 624.55); Tata Consul-
tancy Services (up 2.94 
per cent at Rs 2,103.80); 
and Vedanta (up 2.66 
per cent at Rs 229.70 per 
share). 

The major losers were 
Yes Bank (down 27.79 per 
cent at Rs 227.05); Tata 
Motors (DVR) (down 7.44 
per cent at Rs 131.85); Axis 
Bank (down 5.69 per cent 
at Rs 599.40); Maruti Su-
zuki (down 5.44 per cent 
at Rs 8,039.55); and State 
Bank of India (down 5.39 
per cent at Rs 270.05 per 
share).

TSL inks pact with 
Usha Martin to acquire 
its steel business
Kolkata, Sep. 22 (IANS): 
Tata Steel Limited (TSL) on 
Saturday said it has execut-
ed definitive agreements 
for acquisition of the steel 
business of debt-ridden 
Usha Martin for a cash 
consideration between Rs 
4,300-4,700 crore.

“...it has executed de-
finitive agreements for 
acquisition of the steel 
business of Usha Martin 
Limited (UML) through 
a slump sale on a going 
concern basis,” the steel 
maker said in a regulatory 
filing.

The filing further said: 
“It is proposed that the 
steel business of UML 
will be acquired subject 
to transaction closing, for 
a cash consideration of 
between Rs 4,300-4,700 
crore (subject to vari-
ous transaction adjust-
ments).”

The transaction com-
prises one mtpa special-
ised alloy-based manu-
facturing capacity of UML 
in long products segment 
based in Jamshedpur, a 
producing iron-ore mine, 
a coal mine under devel-
opment and captive pow-
er plants.

The acquisition is ex-
pected to be completed in 
the next 6-9 months.

The steel producer 
said the closing of the 
acquisition is subject to 
fulfilment of various con-
ditions under the agree-
ments. All the employees 
pertaining to the steel 
business will transfer as 
part of the acquisition.

According to the regu-
latory filing, Tata Steel or 

New Delhi, Sep. 22 (IANS): Pet-
rol prices continued the upward 
movement across the metro cities 
on Saturday with the cost inching 
closer to the Rs 90-per-litre mark in 
Mumbai.

In the financial capital of the 
country, petrol was sold at Rs 89.80, 
up from Rs 89.69 per litre on Friday, 
data on the Indian Oil Corp’s web-
site showed.

Similarly, in the other three cities 
of Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai, the 
fuel was priced at Rs 82.44, Rs 84.27 
and Rs 85.69 per litre, against Rs 
82.32, Rs 84.16 and Rs 85.58 per litre.

The continuous rise in trans-
portation fuel prices has been in 
tandem with the increase in crude 
oil prices. Brent crude oil is current-
ly priced around $78.80 per barrel.

Further, sector experts say, the 
high excise duty in the country has 
also added to the high prices.

In contrast to petrol, prices of 
diesel were unchanged on Saturday 
for the fourth consecutive day.

Diesel prices in Delhi, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Chennai were un-
changed at Rs 73.87, Rs 75.72, Rs 
78.42 and Rs 78.10 per litre, respec-
tively.

Cost of the fuel in all the key 
cities except Kolkata are at their 
record levels. The all-time high 
price of diesel in the West Bengal 
capital was Rs 75.82, as recorded on 
September 11.

Market Review

DECLARATION OF ACTUAL NAME
Regd. No.673/18    Date: 21.07.2018
I, Shri. SHITOHO KIHO S/O TOHEZU KIHO resident of OLD TOWN, ZUNHEBOTO, 
NAGALAND do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as follows.
1.  That I am a bonafide citizen of India, resident of the above mentioned  

 address.
2 .That the names SHITOHO T. & SHITOHO KIHO are one and same person which 

is referred to me.
3. That, from the date of this declaration, I shall use my name as SHITOHO KIHO in 

all official purpose and legal proceedings and at all time and occasions.
4. That the statement made in para 1-4 are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge & belief and nothing material is concealed therein.
DEPONENT

Solemnly affirm and declared before me by the deponent on this 21st day of 07-2018 at 
Zunheboto Nagaland.
Y. Katovi Awomi
Advocate
Notary Public D-6020

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KIKRUTUO-Ü W/o LT. K.KEVIDELIE SUOHU, UDA Regional Employment 
Office, Kohima resident Nagabazar, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late 
Husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled. 
Bank A/C No.10277140062 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima, N.S.C.B High School Junction Br. A/C 
No.102210006001924 & Bank of Baroda, Kohima A/C No.10180100003814. Who expired on 
18.08.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI  Dated Kohima, the 21st Sept, 2018

KG-2834

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGE
KOHIMA: NAGALAND

NOTICE
  NOTICE INVITING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO COME FORWARD

      (UNDER PART-1 OF SECTION 375 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925)
Succession Case No 7 of 2018

Where as  application under Succession  Act 1925 for grant of Succession Certificate for the estate 
of  Lt. Zhovesu S/o Poshunu has filed by Mr. Vechoseyi Ruho R/o Kitsubozou Colony Kohima 
to draw his:- operate his account No. 20251762178 , SBI, NST Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 
4/09/18.

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the administration of the estate of 
this said deceased may if she/he so desire appear in this court on or before the said day of 20th Oct’ 
2018.  

Given under the hand and seal of the court on this 21st day of Sept 2018.
Principal District & Session Judge

Kohima: Nagaland
K-1874

An employee engaged in daily activity at a petroleum filling station, in Kolkata. (file photo)
PTI

any of its subsidiaries or 
affiliates may carry out 
this acquisition.

The Kolkata-based 
speciality steel maker 
UML makes alloy steel 
long products such as 
wire rods, bars, blooms 
and bright bars mostly for 
commercial vehicles and 
tractors.

It had been looking for 
buyers of its steel business 
in order to achieve the 
“objective of deleveraging 
the company”.

The company on 
Saturday said its board 
approved the sale and 
transfer of the company’s 
steel business and the sale 
would help it in signifi-
cant reduction of its debt.

UML’s steel business 
clocked a revenue of Rs 
3,441 crore on a stan-
dalone basis in the last fis-
cal, up from 3,055 crore in 
the previous fiscal.

As on March 31, 2018, 
its total debt stood at Rs 
4,600 crore. The company 
had repaid close to Rs 540 
crore in the last financial 
year, and was looking to 
repay close to Rs 320 crore 
this fiscal, an UML official 
said.

Rs 50 yesterday.
Sovereign, however, 

remained flat at Rs 24,500 
per piece of eight grams.

On the other hand, sil-
ver ready advanced by Rs 

70 to Rs 38,150 per kg and 
week-based delivery by Rs 
15 to Rs 37,590 per kg. 

Silver coins, however, 
were unaltered at Rs 72,000 
for buying and Rs 73,000 

US dollar ticks up on weaker pound
New York, Sep. 22 (IANS): The US dol-
lar rose on Friday due to the drop of 
British pound from continuous diffi-
culties in Brexit negotiations.

In late New York trading, the euro 
decreased to $1.1746 from $1.1775 
in the previous session, and the Brit-
ish pound decreased to $1.3078 from 
$1.3267 in the previous session, Xin-
hua news agency reported. 

The Australian dollar fell to $0.7283 
from $0.7290.

The US dollar bought 112.52 Japa-

nese yen, higher than 112.46 Japanese 
yen of the previous session. The US 
dollar fell to 0.9586 Swiss franc from 
0.9595 Swiss franc, and it rose to 1.2921 
Canadian dollars from 1.2911 Canadi-
an dollars. 

The exchange rate of British pound 
against US dollar sank over 1.3 per cent 
in later trading session and hit daily 
low of 1.31. 

The dollar index, which measures 
the greenback against six major peers, 
rose 0.33 per cent to 94.2217.
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Listening to Your Brother
BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 18:15–20
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their 
way will save them from death and cover over 

a multitude of sins. 
~  James 5:20

“You need to listen to me, I’m your brother!” The plea came from a concerned older brother in my 
neighborhood and was directed to a younger sibling who was moving farther away from him than the 
older child was comfortable with. Clearly the older child was better able to judge what was best in the 

situation.
How many of us have resisted the wise counsel of a brother or sister? If you’ve had to face the conse-

quences of resisting the good advice of someone more mature, you’re not alone.
One of the greatest resources we can have as believers in Jesus is a family—those who are spiritually 

related because of a common faith in Him. This family includes mature men and women who love God and 
each other. Like the little brother in my neighborhood, we sometimes need a word of caution or correction 
to get us back on track. This is particularly true when we offend someone or someone offends us. Doing 
what’s right can be difficult. Yet Jesus’s words in Matthew 18:15–20 show us what to do when offenses 
happen within our spiritual family.

Thankfully, our gracious heavenly Father places in our lives people who are prepared to help us honor 
Him and others. And when we listen, things go better in the family (v. 15). 

Father, we praise You for placing us in Your spiritual family. Help us to learn and grow 
through the wise words and godly behavior of mature believers.

Wisdom grows when we listen to the words of mature believers.

31 Spiritual Warfare Scriptures: Help for Facing Life's Battles

Why We’re Looking for Cancer Clues in Urine Lack of Hygiene Among Contact Lens Wearers May Cause Infection

Breast Milk May Help Boost 
Preemies' Brain Development

Insulin Can Help Treat 
Chronic Bowel Inflammation

W
e're in a battle in this world. We 
may not see it, we might forget 
it's there. But the enemy would 
love nothing more than to start 

our year off with discouragement and de-
feat, bringing fear and stress. Don't let him 
win.

If you're a believer who is living like salt 
and light in a dark world, you won't go for 
long without encountering spiritual war-
fare - obstacles and attacks he'll hurl your 
direction. God reminds us in His word to 
stay aware of Satan’s schemes, to live alert 
in this world, and to stay close to Him.

He arms us with the sword, the Word of 
God, to stand against the enemy’s lies. He 
equips us with strength, wisdom, and dis-
cernment through His own Spirit to stay 
strong in the spiritual warfare battle. He 
invites us to spend time in His Presence, 
through prayer and worship, pressing in to 
know Him more.

As we grow to know God’s Truth and 
what is real, we also know more what is false, 
and we are stronger to stand against it in the 
powerful name of Jesus. He never leaves us 
to fend for ourselves in a dark world, but re-
minds us He is constantly with us, fighting 
for us, even when we cannot see.

Praying God’s words back to Him, is a 
powerful weapon against the forces of evil. 
It is Truth going out. It reminds us that God 
knows our way and understands what we 
face today. It builds our faith and our trust 
in God. It guards our hearts and focuses our 
minds back on Him. It wins the battle.

Prayer + God's Word = Power

31 Spiritual Warfare Scriptures to Read, 
Pray, and Memorize:

1. "Submit yourselves to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you." James 
4:7

2. "You are from God, little children, and 
have overcome them; because greater is 
He who is in you than he who is in the 
world." 1 John 4:4

3. "For though we live in the world, we do 
not wage war as the world does. The 

weapons we fight with are not the weap-
ons of the world. On the contrary, they 
have divine power to demolish strong-
holds. We demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ." 2 Cor. 10:3-5

4. "Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. Re-
sist him, standing firm in the faith." 1 
Pet. 5:8-9

5. "No weapon that is formed against you 
will prosper; and every tongue that ac-
cuses you in judgment you will con-
demn. This is the heritage of the servants 
of the Lord, and their vindication is from 
Me," declares the Lord." Is. 54:17

6. "Put on the full armor of God, so that you 
can take your stand against the devil's 
schemes. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the pow-
ers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, 
and after you have done everything, to 
stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled around your waist, with 
the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
and with your feet fitted with the readi-
ness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
In addition to all this, take up the shield 
of faith, with which you can extinguish 
all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
Take the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God." Eph. 6:11-17

7. "In all these things, we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us." 
Rom. 8:37

8. "But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 
Cor. 15:57

9. "Not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,' says the Lord of hosts." Zech. 4:6

10. "But the Lord is faithful, and he will 

strengthen you and protect you from the 
evil one." 2 Thess. 3:3

11. “Behold, I have given you authority to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing shall hurt you.” Luke 10:19

12. “The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.” John 10:10

13. "Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and what-
ever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. Again, truly I tell you that if two 
of you on earth agree about anything 
they ask for, it will be done for them by 
my Father in heaven." Matt. 18:18-19

14. “The Lord will cause your enemies who 
rise against you to be defeated before you. 
They shall come out against you one way 
and flee before you seven ways.” Deut. 
28:7

15. "I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world." John 16:33
16. “No temptation has overtaken you ex-

cept what is common to mankind. And 
God is faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also pro-
vide a way out so that you can endure it.” 
1 Cor. 10:13

17. “And you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free." John 8:32

18. “Do not be overcome with evil, but over-
come evil with good.” Rom. 12:21

19. “And they have conquered him by the 
blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, for they loved not their 
lives even unto death.” Rev.12:11

20. “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called when you made your good confes-
sion in the presence of many witnesses.” 1 
Tim. 6:12

21. “,,,On this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” Matt. 16:18

22. “…the reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the devil's work.” 1 John 
3:8

23. “But they who wait for the Lord shall re-
new their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint.” Is. 40:31

24. “One of your men puts to flight a thou-
sand, for the Lord your God is He who 
fights for you, just as He promised you.” 
Josh. 23:10

25. “Do not fear them, for the Lord your God 
is the one fighting for you.” Deut. 3:22

26. “What then shall we say to these things? 
If God is for us, who is against us?” Rom. 
8:31

27. “Through You we will push back our 
adversaries, through Your name we will 
trample down those who rise up against 
us.” Ps. 44:5

28. “Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous! Do not tremble or be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” Josh. 1:9

29. “For You have girded me with strength 
for battle; You have subdued under me 
those who rose up against me.” Ps. 18:39

30. “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 
High will rest in the shadow of the Al-
mighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom 
I trust. Surely he will save you from the 
fowler’s snare and from the deadly pesti-
lence. He will cover you with his feathers, 
and under his wings you will find refuge; 
his faithfulness will be your shield and 
rampart…” Ps. 91:1-4

31. "This is what the Lord says to you: 'Do not 
be afraid or discouraged because of this 
vast army. For the battle is not yours, but 
God's." 2 Chron. 20:15
When we belong to Christ, the enemy 

never has the final word over our lives. We 
are secure in God's hands.

Press on – courageous and free – nev-
er held back by fear or defeat. The battle 
belongs to the Lord, and He has the final 
victory...

T
he human immune system is 
actually quite good at killing 
cancer cells. In fact, we believe 
it does so quite frequently. Peo-

ple who have AIDS or have had an organ 
transplant have suppressed immune 
systems and go on to develop cancer 
more often than healthy individuals. 
And as people age, their immune sys-
tems don’t work as well and they develop 
cancer more often.

But sometimes a tumour grows faster 
than the immune system can cope with, 
or can hide from the immune system’s 
surveillance. Many researchers are now 
trying to boost the immune system to 
create new and more effective treat-
ments than conventional techniques 
such as chemotherapy.

For the last 19 years, I have been 
looking for proteins in the body that 
could help stimulate the immune sys-
tem to kill cancer. And my colleagues 
and I have now discovered that one of 
these proteins could also be used to di-
agnose ovarian cancer much earlier than 
was thought possible. If it could be used 
in a simple urine test, it could pave the 
way for survival rates to increase from 
around 20% to as much as 90% for pa-
tients who have this protein in their wee.

These proteins are known as anti-
gens, meaning they are recognised by 
the immune system. My interest in these 
proteins has earned me the nickname 
“the antigen miner” from grant review-
ers. I have looked for antigens in leu-
kaemias, lymphomas, colon cancer and, 
most recently, ovarian cancer.

The biggest discovery I have worked 
on was the realisation that a cancer-spe-
cific antigen can also provide insights 
into how cancer starts and develops. 
Some of these proteins can even indicate 
how long a patient is likely to survive.

In these cases, we call the proteins 
“biomarkers”. They can also indicate the 
best treatments for someone’s cancer by 
telling clinicians which type of cancer 
someone has or by indicating what is the 
best treatment. This could improve the 
chances of patient survival and prevent 
time and money being wasted on treat-

ments that are unlikely to work and only 
offer harsh side effects.

My favourite type of biomarker is 
one that could help us diagnose cancer 
sooner, and early diagnosis can make a 
huge difference to survival rates. Most 
ovarian cancer is diagnosed when it has 
reached stage III, when five-year survival 
rates are less than 20%.

But if we could diagnose patients ear-
lier, in stages I or II, using a non-invasive 
urine test, that could massively increase 
patient survival, because we’d be treat-
ing patients while the tumour was small 
and more responsive to the treatment. 
In fact, the survival rate for patients with 
stage I of the disease is around 90%.

We realised that cancer-specific anti-
gens could also be biomarkers because 
we looked at some of the antigens we 
had found and, with help from my col-
league Professor Ken Mills, noted how 
some were associated with patient age, 
sex, disease subtype and survival. This 
has led us to identify one specific bi-
omarker as a sign of ovarian cancer.
Making a diagnosis
We’re now looking to see if we can find 
this biomarker in urine. It’s a small pro-
tein and may well be excreted in this way. 
If it is, then we could adapt a pregnancy 
test to detect the biomarker instead of 
pregnancy hormones. Then it could be 
used to provide a simple screening test 
for early stage ovarian cancer.

Biomarkers are already used to de-
tect other cancers such as prostate can-
cer via blood tests. And high levels of the 
biomarker CA125 in the blood can be an 
indicator of ovarian cancer. But these 
tests don’t give us enough information to 
make a diagnosis, and high levels of the 
biomarker don’t necessarily mean some-
one has ovarian cancer.

In many cases, it is best to look for 
several different biomarkers to get the 
information we need. It may be that 
urine tests of the future will look for bi-
omarkers of both early and later stages of 
ovarian cancer, maximising the chance 
of detecting ovarian cancer before the 
patient develops symptoms.

Barbara Guinn is the head of 
Biomedical Sciences at the  

University of Hull

O
wing to poor hygiene, 
contact lens wearers in 
the UK are more at risk 
of developing a rare but 

preventable eye infection that 
can cause blindness, researchers 
have warned.

The team from the Univer-
sity College London (UCL) found 
that the risk of developing the 
disease -- Acanthamoeba kerati-
tis -- was more than three times 
greater amongst people with 
poor contact lens hygiene, peo-
ple who did not always wash and 
dry their hands before handling 
their lenses.

Showering and face washing 
while wearing contact lenses are 

also likely to be risk factors.
The eye disease causes the 

front surface of the eye, the cor-
nea, to become painful and 
inflamed, due to infection by 
Acanthamoeba -- a cyst-forming 
micro-organism, found more in 
the UK than in other countries.

The study showed a threefold 
increase in Acanthamoeba kerati-
tis since 2011 in South-East Eng-
land.

"This increase in cases high-
lights the need for contact lens 
users to be aware of the risks," 
said lead author John Dart, Pro-
fessor at the UCL. 

"It is absolutely imperative 
that regulators and those working 

in the optical sector take the find-
ings seriously, and use the recom-
mendations to take immediate 
and urgent action on prevention.

"Contact lenses are medical 
devices and should be supplied 
with warnings regarding safe 
use," he added.

People who used a lens disin-
fectant product containing Ox-
ipol (now phased out by the man-
ufacturer), and those who wore 
their contacts while in swimming 
pools or hot tubs were also found 
to be at high risk. 

"People who wear reusable 
contact lenses need to make 
sure they thoroughly wash and 
dry their hands before handling 

contact lenses, and avoid wear-
ing them while swimming, face 
washing or bathing. 

"Daily disposable lenses, 
which eliminate the need for con-
tact lens cases or solutions, may 
be safer and we are currently ana-
lysing our data to establish the 
risk factors for these," Dart said.

For the study, published in the 
British Journal of Opthalmology, 
the team collected incidence data 
from 1985 to 2016 in the country.

They found an increase dating 
from 2000-2003, when there were 
eight to 10 cases per year, to be-
tween 36-65 annual cases in the 
past few years.

Source: IANS

P
remature babies fed with 
breast milk are more likely 
to have better brain develop-
ment than those fed on for-

mula milk, a new study has found.
According to studies, pre-term 

birth is associated with changes in the 
part of the brain's structure that helps 
brain cells to communicate with one 
another, known as white matter.

However, this research showed 
that pre-term babies who exclusively 
received breast milk for at least three-
quarters of the days spent in hospital 
showed improved brain connectivity, 
compared to babies who consumed 
less. 

"Our findings suggest that brain 
development in the weeks after pre-
term birth is improved in babies who 
receive greater amounts of breast 
milk," said James Boardman, Director 
of the Jennifer Brown Research Labo-
ratory at the University of Edinburgh.

"The study highlights the need 
for more research to understand the 
role of early life nutrition for improv-
ing long-term outcomes for pre-term 
babies, he added. 

Premature birth is associated with 

the possibilities of an increased risk of 
the decline of cognitive skills in later 
life, which are thought to be linked to 
alterations in brain development.

Helping mothers to provide 
breast milk in the weeks after giving 
birth could improve long-term out-
comes for children born pre-term, 
the researchers noted, in the paper 
published in the journal NeuroImage.

"Mothers of pre-term babies 
should be supported to provide 
breast milk while their baby is in neo-
natal care -- if they are able to and if 
their baby is well enough to receive 
milk -- because this may give their 
children the best chance of healthy 
brain development," Boardman said.

For the study, the team analysed 
MRI brain scans of a small number of 
babies. 

The babies were born before 33 
weeks gestation and scans took place 
when they reached term-equivalent 
age, an average of 40 weeks from con-
ception.

The effects were greatest in babies 
who were fed breast milk for a greater 
proportion of their time spent in in-
tensive care.                Source: IANS

I
nsulin, which plays a key 
role in managing blood 
sugar, also has potential 
against colitis -- a chronic 

bowel inflammation, finds a 
study.

The study, conducted on 
mice, showed that chronic 
bowel inflammation can be 
treated effectively by injecting 
insulin into the rectum. 

Insulin works because it ac-
tivates a gene inside the bowel 
cells, which has an antioxidant 
effect and thus may be able to 
protect the bowel cells from in-
flammation. 

"Existing treatments attack 
the bowel's immune system, 
dampening it, instead our 
method strengthens the bowel 
cells' own defence. It appears 
to work equally well, and it can 
probably be used in combina-
tion with existing treatments," 
said Jorgen Olsen, Professor at 
the University of Copenhagen 
in Denmark.

For the study, published 
in the scientific Journal of 

Crohn's and Colitis, the team 
examined the effect of the 
treatment in a series of tests on 
mice with chronic colitis of the 
type Colitis Ulcerosa. 

The cause of these bowel 
disorders is unknown but they 
cause patients great discom-
fort and can involve bloody 
diarrhoea, anaemia, stomach 
ache and weight loss. The re-
searchers have studied the ef-
fect of the insulin treatment in 
various ways. 

The team found that treat-
ment with insulin led to a 50 
per cent drop in the amount 
of inflammation, compared 
to the saltwater control treat-
ment. 

Further, the mice also lost 
15-20 per cent less weight than 
the control group and impor-
tantly, they gained weight 50 
per cent faster, following the 
treatment. Based on the posi-
tive results, the researchers will 
now test the treatment in clini-
cal trials on humans.

Source: IANS



G
rowing concerns on the current 
state of the Indian economy, 
which have been met with re-
sponses filled with assurances 

and proposals from official circles for reme-
dial actions on part make it urgent to delve 
into the issues which spell out the reality.

Apprehensions relating to the economy 
are at the moment centred on further esca-
lations in the high prices, of fuel and other 
goods in the domestic market, affecting the 
daily lives of people. As is generally held, 
the major reasons behind this include the 
rising dollar price of crude oil in interna-
tional market and the steady declines in the 
value of the rupee in terms of dollar, caus-
ing escalating transport costs as well as the 
rupee prices of all imports. Specific issues 
as above are compounded by a general fear 
psychosis of an impending collapse of the 
current state of the economy and polity, 
threatening to impact the levels of whatev-
er well-being, if any, currently accessible for 
people in different income categories.

Responding to the above, the official 
position (of the government) has denied 
that the economy is facing any impending 
threat, especially with what are seen as the 
four green shoots parameters. The latter 
include the current GDP growth at 7.4% , 
the highest in the world, moderate infla-
tion with wholesale prices rising by 3.4% 
last year, official foreign currency reserves 
at a comfortable level of nearly $400bn and 
finally, the moderate fiscal deficit at 3.3%. 
The highlights, incidentally, accord well 
with the IMF’s recent country report on In-
dia which was released on August 7, 2018.

The defensive position advanced from 
the official quarters as well the effectiveness 
of the remedial measures as suggested, do 
not, however, stand scrutiny if one recog-
nises the fact that none of those indicators 
of a robust economy, as we point out, will 
be sustainable in the face of slippages run-
ning through the economy.

Consider, first, the Central Statistics Of-
fice (CSO) data on the high GDP growth 
of the economy at 7.4% for 2017-18 and 
growth rate for the Gross Value Added 
(GVA), at 7.1%. Leaving aside the rather 
serious misgivings concerning the method 
as well as the estimates of the calculation 
of GDP, we draw attention to the structure 
of the GVA with services contributing one 
half or more over the last six years. With the 
brick and mortar division of the industrial 
sector providing for less than a third of the 
GVA and with agriculture, the mainstay 
of the rural economy, providing less than 
a fifth, it does not come as a surprise that 
gainful employment has been far less than 
adequate for the reduction of poverty in 
the economy. A major explanation lies in 

the fact that the high-tech service sector of 
India is incapable of generating the much 
needed employment, well-being and suste-
nance for the public in general, and in par-
ticular for the unorganised 93% of popula-
tion in the countryside.

The government also considers it reas-
suring that the wholesale price index, based 
on 2011-12, as per CSO data, has moved up 
only by 2.96% during 2017-18. However, 
movements in the index have of late been 
more, touching 5.09% during July 2018. In 
addition it can no longer be expected that 
prices will remain stable, especially with 
crude prices per barrel soaring up to $70 or 
above and the plunging rupee touching Rs 
72 and more to a dollar. In the meantime, 
the rise in the consumer price index, reflect-
ing the retail margins, has been consistent. 
This is evident with prices in July 2017 ris-
ing by 2.36% in contrast to the 4.17% hike 
in July 2018. In general, prices all over the 
economy are bound to move up, not just for 
fuel but also for commodities and services 
in general, with higher transport costs and 
the depreciating rupee which pushes up 
the local prices for imported inputs, much 
in use in both agriculture and industry.

Would India be able to avoid a balance 
of payments crisis by making use of the 
large foreign currency reserves, currently 
at $375 billion? We encounter here, several 
issues. First, we doubt the sustainability of 
the currently held stock of foreign currency 
with the RBI in the face of adverse market 
expectations. The latter explains the net FII 
outflows from RBI sources, to the tune of 
$3.5 billlion on average between April and 
May 2018, and more recently $3.7 billion, 

on average over July and August. Outflows 
also have been with the RBI’s Liberalised 
Remittance Scheme with net outward 
transfers of $1.1 billion on average between 
June and July 2018.

Given the continuing downslides in 
the value of the rupee in terms of US dol-
lar, those interested in remitting funds to 
India (exporters, overseas working NRIs 
and even the potential investors for the NRI 
bonds) may wait to see the rupee depreci-
ate further, thus delaying foreign currency 
receipts from abroad. Finally, the official 
reserves may deplete with direct interven-
tions of the RBI as it sells foreign currency 
against rupees in the market. Data released 
by the RBI indicates an actual sale of $16.30 
billion by the bank between March and July 
2018, much to arrest further declines in the 
rupee rate! It thus does not come as a sur-
prise that foreign exchange reserve held at 
the RBI is already declining, by more than 
$4oo billion, from $380 billion in July 10 to 
$376 billion on August 17, according to of-
ficial sources.

Not much discussion has been there on 
the steady build up of the forex reserve at 
the RBI, which shot up from a paltry sum 
of $4.38 billion in April 1991 to respective 
stocks of $107.4 billion and $281.5 billion 
respectively by April 2004 and April 2014. 
Unlike the situation in China where re-
serves were contributed largely by the large 
trade surpluses the country has been earn-
ing, foreign exchange reserves in India have 
grown mostly with inflows of capital and 
that too of a short-term variety. Facing the 
continuing trade deficits which exceeded 
the sum received as net invisibles along with 

remittances, India has continued 
with a yawning current account 
deficit which has been financed 
by more than proportionate in-
flows of short-term capital from 
abroad. This has been especially 
true since about two decades 
now when short-term FII inflows 
were further liberalised. The out-
come has been one where main-
taining official reserves has no 
longer been at the discretion of 
the national monetary authority 
at the RBI. Instead it is subject 
to possibilities of flocking in or 
deserting as and when portfolio 
managers decide on the matter.

The official position on what 
they currently perceive as stable 
macroeconomic parameters in 
the economy also include their 
resolve to continue with the cur-
rently controlled fiscal deficit at 
3.3% of the GDP. The decision in-

dicates a continued policy stance towards 
what is viewed as financial stability for the 
economy. It may however be noticed that 
the goal as above, while considered a major 
tool to avoid inflation in mainstream eco-
nomics, has a very different implication in 
terms of alternate approaches which rest 
on the Keynesian New Deal type of expan-
sionary policies. Fiscal restraint, as can be 
held in terms of the latter, neither fulfils 
the goal of price stability nor can achieve 
growth via expansion of demand.

Let us, in the following, pay attention 
to the possible implications of the targeted 
fiscal deficit ratio of GDP in the current 
context of  the Indian economy. There re-
mains a major problem in maintaining the 
so-called “Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 
Management”, an Act which is being fol-
lowed by the Indian government since 2003. 
The statutory fiscal stringency  amounts 
to a trade-off within the budget, between 
state expenditure on capital formation and 
social security on one hand and meeting 
interest liabilities on the other. Most often, 
the balance is tilted in favour of the latter, 
as the capitalist state follows its priorities to 
provide the rentiers their dues on financial 
assets sold by the government. Data from 
last year’s budget indicates a picture of the 
interest bill at Rs 575 billion crore which 
considerably reduced the expenditure on 
public capital expenditure and social secu-
rity. As recorded in the budget estimates of 
aggregate state and central expenditure for 
2018-19, the interest bill as above has been 
18% of above , far exceeding the 9% share 
on subsidies.

The government, however, seems to 
have taken the recent developments, es-
pecially relating to the external economic 
environment rather seriously. This has 
come about with the recently announced 
measures with liberalised norms for exter-
nal commercial borrowings upto $50 bil-
lion with one year validity by manufactur-
ing entities, the floating of NRI (or masala) 
bonds and the liberalised norms for port-
folio investments. In addition, the govern-
ment expects to initiate controls on what 
will be identified as non essential imports. 
The measures undoubtedly reflect a sense 
of urgency and admission on part of the 
government, that there is a threat to India’s 
external payments front!

It may be too early to expect much from 
the official announcements. However, giv-
en the turbulent global scene in terms of 
trade and financial flows as well as in the 
domestic economy as discussed above, 
sentiments abroad on future prospects of 
investments in India are naturally at a low 
ebb at the moment. Grant of liberal norms 
to potential Indian borrowers in the inter-
national market is unlikely to change those 
sentiments of lenders overseas. In addi-
tion there remain multiple factors like the 
steady depletion of the official exchange 
reserves, the steady withdrawals of short-
term FII investments, the declining exter-
nal value of the rupee, the Trump-China 
trade war threatening the current global 
structure of trade and finally the US Fed’s 
resolve to raise interest rates. Those are as-
pects which speak of the difficulties of an 
easy resolution of the problems in the ex-
ternal economic front of the country. The 
short-term measures may even add to the 
interest liabilities on new external borrow-
ings in near future which would neither be 
easy to meet nor qualify in terms of related 
budgetary cuts on social sector spending  
and investments.

What, then, emerge as policy options for 
India in the current situation? While prob-
lems as have arisen by following the norms 
of trade and capital account opening under 
globalisation can not be reversed instantly, 
the state needs to recognise its futility in 
terms of the grave social and economic 
consequences as at present. It is time now 
to look inward to the vast potentials of the 
domestic market in India which can be in-
vigorated and sustained with a new set of 
policies. There is a need to reject the priori-
ties as at present on the finance-led exter-
nal sector and follow a strategy which can 
succeed over time with adequate expendi-
ture to revive demand for domestic goods, 
employment and human development.

Sunanda Sen is former professor, Centre 
for Economic Studies and Planning, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 
She can be reached at  

sunanda.sen@gmail.com.

T
he conversations on development have finally 
moved beyond the barriers of GDP and en-
tered the arena that caters to the needs of the 
citizens of the nation.

With the release of the Social Progress Index 2018, it 
is evident that the global performance varies from the 
status of progress in Norway, which tops the charts at 
90.26 to the Central African Republic, ranking last at 
26.01. A difference of 65 points is enough to show that 
even though the world’s social progress outcomes have 
improved, giving way to a better standard of living for 
all the citizens in the country, there remains regional 
disparity.

India stands at a crucial juncture in terms of its eco-
nomic development, wherein it is currently the fastest 
growing world economy. However, it is necessary to 
understand that the sustainability of its economic de-
velopment will be dependent on the social progress of 
the nation. 

So, where does India stand? In 2018, at 100, which is 
only 7 points behind the state of social progress of the 
world as a collective. This indicates that India is in tan-
dem with the world average in terms of social progress, 
and it has had an uphill climb since 2014. The view for 
India’s social progress looks quite decent and lays a 
foundation for a stronger future for the nation.

However, even though India’s performance has im-

proved over a period of time, it is necessary to see two 
things: one, where is India moving ahead and how can 
it escalate the progress via the domain that is already 
well-performing? Second, it is important to capture 
the backlogs India is carrying forward in the hope for 
creation of a sustainable nation? The answer lies in the 
trajectory for progress that India has been following, 
especially in the last four years.

Even the world has improved by only 1.66 points 
in the last four years, India has moved by 2.29 points, 
indicative of potential for even greater social progress 
in the future. India’s social progress is currently driven 
by information and communication as well as the en-
hanced access to higher education. India is witnessing 
an upward movement of telephone subscribers grow-
ing at a monthly rate of 0.51 per cent, which is com-
plemented by the growing network of companies that 
are making connectivity accessible aligned with a sup-
portive regulatory environment. The telecom sector in 
India is getting strengthened, especially with the recent 
conversations on adoption of 5G in India, enabling 
digital transformation. The ongoing fourth industrial 
revolution demands strengthening of the access to in-
formation and communication. Therefore, what India 
needs on its way forward is capture the abilities of the 
nation and convert the potential to progress. 

Connectivity and accessibility via use of regional 
languages in India can speed up the process of social 
progress and take the nation forward.

It is not only the communication domain, but the 

enhanced higher education system in India too that 
has lifted the social progress of the nation. However, 
the aspect of higher education in India needs more 
grilling to be honed to be the driver of social progress. 
As per the OCED data, India does have 24,300 doctoral 
candidates, which is the 4th highest across the world, 
preceded only by US, UK and Germany. Even the 
quantum of enrolment in Ph.D. stands at 126,451 for 
the year 2015-16, as per AISHE data. However, the fact 
of the matter remains that even though higher educa-
tion in India is showing strength at the global level, it 
needs to strengthen the reach and accessibility of high-
er education and ensure percolation of access to the 
bottom of the pyramid. that India’s manpower meets 
the needs for the future of work.

Even though India is doing well on the aforemen-
tioned pillars and strengthening its social progress, 
there are possible factors that can drag down the state 
of development. The progress across the world re-
mains uneven, wherein the progress is uneven since 
three of the 12 pillars that form the foundation of so-
cial progress have shown a decline. A similar trend is 
also visible for India, wherein the threat to India’s social 
progress lies in the domain of personal rights, the ac-
cess to which has declined over the last 4 years, and the 
domain of inclusion, which has barely shown any im-
provement. If not catered to, the concerns of personal 
rights and absence of inclusion can drag the state of 
the nation and derail the process of social progress. 

Here, it becomes important to understand that 

even though India has domains that fuel the social 
progress, there cannot be laggards within the concept 
of social progress for India.

Recently, with the decriminalisation of homosexu-
ality, India has taken a move towards provisions of per-
sonal rights and inclusion. Complementing this is the 
need for amendments in the SC/ST Atrocities Act due 
to the exclusionary processes. The problems that are 
arising out of identities, whether the identities are his-
torically present or evolved after birth, they continue 
to remain a problem for India. An inclusive society 
needs to be supported to ensure the personal rights 
of all individuals equally, otherwise the social progress 
of the nation will be curtailed in the absence of such 
catalysts.

The important thing is to understand that these 
factors wont simply singularly push social progress, 
instead build the other pillars, for example, digital in-
frastructure will enable social inclusion. The idea is to 
ensure social progress and ensure that the strengths 
are focused on to accelerate the process, and the 
threats are dealt with to ensure nothing brings the so-
cial progress trajectory down. The focus remains on 
actionability for social progress.

AmitKapoor is chair, Institute for Competitiveness. 
The views expressed are personal. He can be contacted 

at amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and tweets @
kautiliya. ParamjeetChawla is senior researcher, 

Institute for Competitiveness
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re feeling 
your power and strength today, Aries. You’ve 
worked hard to get into good physical shape. 
Similarly, you’ve exerted a great deal of en-

ergy in your work life and it’s paying off. With today’s 
planetary energy, you can also expect greater intimacy 
in your personal life. Enjoy this special time.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The time is 
right to pursue training for a particular skill 
or finish a degree in a field of interest to you, 
Taurus. Presently, great success and good 

fortune are indicated when you assert your consider-
able energy and focus on the subject matter. If you’ve 
been considering honing your communication skills, 
consider a writing course. Perhaps you want to orga-
nize a long-desired trip.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Circumstances 
are favorable for you if you’re contemplat-
ing investment in real estate. Any sort of 
investment looks good for you right now, 

Gemini. Be ready to receive a young visitor at home 
today. You may benefit from a significant piece of 
mail or phone call. Even if you hadn’t planned on 
it, you may want to visit an older friend or relative 
tonight.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Did you forget 
to take two aspirin before you fell into bed 
last night? This morning you may feel in a 
fog, but it should lift around midday. You 

could be surprised by some heartening news from a 
friend or relative regarding a difficult situation that is 
now being resolved. Enjoy the boost of energy that this 
good news gives you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): If it’s true that you reap 
what you sow, Leo, you’re in for a great harvest 
in the coming months. Your hard work and 
focus will start to pay off handsomely with 

promotions and raises just when you may have given up 
on being acknowledged for all you do. Hang on to your 
great energy, passion, and enthusiasm. Doors are about 
to open for you. Get ready to walk through them.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re highly es-
teemed in your profession because of your 
strong business acumen and no-nonsense 
approach to problem solving. Recent suc-

cesses may be preparing you for the next leap in the 
progression. Be open to opportunities involving the 
Internet that present themselves. Remember, there’s 
no glass ceiling online. Today may be peppered with all 
sorts of communications from friends.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Opportunity may 
knock for you today from an unlikely source, 
perhaps total strangers! Use your intuition to 
follow potential leads. Real estate, particular-

ly residential, looks especially promising for realizing fi-
nancial gain for you right now. Follow your hunches and 
see what develops. Don’t let your caution bog you down 
at the moment. It could be surprisingly wonderful.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Expect to receive 
interesting communications today, Scorpio. 
You might hear from a long-lost friend and 
have a chance to catch up on the news. Per-

haps you’ll hear something about success in reaching a 
goal you’ve been striving for these past few months. Ex-
pect some company. Have a great time exchanging ideas 
on everything from politics to child rearing.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re in 
a great position to reap the rewards from all 
your past hard work, Sagittarius. In the com-
ing weeks you’ll be able to realize important 

gains in your career and personal projects. Not only 
should you see significant advancements in your work 
life but you’ll also achieve greater personal happiness. 
You have great momentum, so keep it up and you’ll re-
alize your goals.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): With the 
current celestial energy, you might be going 
on a trip, Capricorn. It may be for business, 
pleasure, or both. It’s likely that this trip will 

achieve certain goals. Perhaps you’re aiming for a pro-
motion. Chances are you’ll be successful in your ambi-
tions. Or, you may be ready to set out on your own and 
start a new business. It’s an excellent time for this, too.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t be sur-
prised if money comes from an unlikely source. 
It could be a surprisingly good return on an in-
vestment or a bequest from a relative. Pay at-

tention to any dreams that seem to repeat. They may hold 
a lesson about understanding your life path. You may re-
ceive an unexpected visit from a dear friend you haven’t 
heard from in years. All in all, this is a great time.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): This is a good 
time to forge new relationships, Pisces. Be 
open-minded if someone you know ap-
proaches with a proposal. Do your home-

work and examine the potential risks, but this is a fine 
period in which to pursue something new. Success 
and good fortune are coming. Keep your eyes and ears 
open for opportunities. You may hear some important 
news from your love interest.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Where is the Indian Economy Headed?
The official position has denied that the economy is facing any impending 
threat, especially with what are seen as the four green shoots parameters.

India and the World: Are We Moving With the Global Social Progress?

Sunanda Sen | thewire.in

Amit Kapoor and Paramjeet Chawla| IANS
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IYC stages protest on Rafale issue, seeks PM’s resignation

Modi, Ambani carried out INR 1.3 lakh cr 
‘surgical strike’ on defence force — Rahul

Pak PM Imran hits out at India, calls its 
response “arrogant” for cancelling talks

‘Surgical Strike Day’ celebrations will 
create ‘jingoistic atmosphere’— CPI-M

NDA govt. dares to take decisions others don’t — Modi on triple talaq 

India made significant advancement to eliminate 
worst forms of child labour in 2017— US 

Initiatives against child labour in India.

Police stop Indian Youth Ccongress members during a protest over Rafale deal issue outside the AICC office  in New Delhi, on Saturday.
PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 22 (PTI): 
Members of the Indian 
Youth Congress (IYC)Sat-
urday staged protest here 
against the Centre over the 
Rafale issue and sought 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s resignation.

The protesters were 
stopped mid-way by the 
police as they tried to 
march to the prime minis-
ter’s residence.

Former French presi-
dent Francois Hollande 
was quoted as saying by 
French media that the In-
dian government proposed 
Anil Ambani-led Reliance 
Defence as the partner for 
Dassault Aviation in the 
Rs 58,000 crore Rafale jet 
fighter deal and “France did 
not have a choice”.

Modi had announced 
the procurement of a batch 
of 36 Rafale jets after hold-
ing talks with then French 
president Hollande on April 
10, 2015 in Paris.

The opposition party 
has been accusing the gov-
ernment of choosing Reli-
ance Defence over state-
run Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd to benefit the private 
firm, though it did not have 
any experience in the aero-
space sector.

Protest march on Sep 27 
The Maharashtra Congress 
will carry out a protest 
march on September 27 
here to demand the resig-
nation of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the 
formation of a Joint Par-
liamentary Committee to 
probe the Rafale fighter jet 

deal.
Addressing a press 

conference Saturday, Ma-
harashtra Congress chief 
Ashok Chavan hit out at 
Modi claiming that for the 
latter, business interests of 
friends was greater than the 
interest of the nation.

He further alleged that 
details pertaining to the Ra-
fale deal, which he claimed 
was a scam, was being 
brushed under the carpet 
under the guise of national 
security.

“Modi and Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man are misleading the 

people and betraying their 
trust. Both should resign 
immediately. Due to the 
scam, Modi’s corrupt face 
has been exposed,” Cha-
van claimed. The Congress 
has been accusing massive 
irregularities in the deal, 
alleging that the govern-
ment was procuring each 
aircraft at a cost of over Rs 
1,670 crore as against Rs 
526 crore finalised by the 
UPA government when it 
was negotiating procure-
ment of 126 Rafale jets.

Chavan also hit out at 
the Centre for not having a 
firm policy on restive Kash-

mir.
“The government is 

preparing to celebrate sur-
gical strikes (as Surgical 
Strike Day on September 
29). But, terrorists severed 
the head of a soldier. Army 
personnel are getting mar-
tyred in Kashmir every 
day,” he said.

The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) had 
Thursday directed varsi-
ties and higher educa-
tional institutions across 
the country to observe 
September 29 as “Surgical 
strike day”.

In another develop-

ment, Nationalist Congress 
Party’s Maharashtra unit 
chief Jayant Patil Saturday 
claimed that the Modi gov-
ernment’s clarification on 
the Rafale aircraft deal had 
no meaning after former 
French President Francois 
Hollande’s comment on it.

“The Modi government 
has been fully exposed,” 
Patil claimed.

Hollande was quoted 
in a French media report 
as purportedly saying that 
the Indian government 
proposed Anil Ambani-
led Reliance Defence as 
the partner for Dassault 

Aviation in the Rs 58,000 
crore Rafale jet fighter deal 
and France did not have a 
choice.

The Defence Ministry, 
in a statement Saturday, 
said “unnecessary contro-
versies” are being sought to 

be created following media 
reports regarding a state-
ment purportedly made by 
Hollande concerning the 
selection of Reliance De-
fence as the offset partner 
by Dassault Aviation, the 
manufacturers of Rafale 

aircraft.
“The government has 

stated earlier and again 
reiterates that it had no 
role in the selection of Reli-
ance Defence as the Offset 
partner,” the ministry said 
Saturday.

Upping the ante over the 
Rafale issue, Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi 
Saturday alleged that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Anil Ambani jointly 
carried out a INR 130,000 
crore “surgical strike” on 
the defence forces.

His renewed attack on 
Modi came a day after a 
French media report quot-
ed former French president 
Francois Hollande as pur-
portedly saying that the In-
dian government proposed 
Ambani’s Reliance Defence 
as the partner for Dassault 
Aviation in the INR 58,000 
crore Rafale jet fighter deal 
and France did not have a 
choice.

“The PM and Anil Am-
bani jointly carried out 
a One Hundred & Thirty 
Thousand Crore, SURGI-
CAL STRIKE on the Indian 
Defence forces. Modi Ji 
you dishonoured the blood 
of our martyred soldiers. 
Shame on you. You be-
trayed India’s soul,” Gandhi 
tweeted.

The report in ‘Media-
part’, a French language 

publication, quoted Hol-
lande as saying, 

“It was the Indian gov-
ernment that proposed this 
service group, and Dassault 
which negotiated with Am-
bani. We had no choice, we 
took the interlocutor who 
was given to us.” 

Reacting to Hollande’s 
reported remark that is 
at variance with the In-
dian government’s posi-
tion, a defence ministry 
spokesperson said Friday, 
“The report referring to 
former French president 
Hollande’s statement that 
government of India in-
sisted upon a particular 
firm as offset partner for the 
Dassault Aviation in Rafale 
is being verified.” 

The spokesperson also 
said, “It is reiterated that 
neither the government 
nor the French government 
had any say in the commer-
cial decision.” 

The French govern-
ment Friday said it was in 
no manner involved in the 
choice of Indian indus-
trial partners for the Rafale 
fighter jet deal, asserting 

that French companies 
have the full freedom to 
select Indian firms for the 
contract.

Dassault Aviation, the 
makers of Rafale, had cho-
sen Reliance Defence as 
its partner to fulfil offset 
obligations of the deal. 
The government has been 
maintaining it did not 
have any role in selection 
of the offset partner by 
Dassault.

In a statement, Das-
sault Aviation said it decid-
ed to partner with Reliance 
Defence in accordance 
with the policy of ‘Make 
in India’.

Modi had announced 
the procurement of a batch 
of 36 Rafale jets after hold-
ing talks with then French 
president Hollande on April 
10, 2015 in Paris.

The opposition party 
has been accusing the gov-
ernment of choosing Reli-
ance Defence over state-
run Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd to benefit the private 
firm though it did not have 
any experience in the aero-
space sector.

Washington, Sep. 22 (PTI): India 
is among the only 14 countries to 
have made significant advance-
ment in efforts to eliminate the 
worst forms of child labour in 2017, 
an official US report said Saturday.

“In 2017, India made a sig-
nificant advancement in efforts to 
eliminate the worst forms of child 
labour,” the US Department of La-
bor said in its annual ‘Child Labour 
and Forced Labour’ report.

It said the Findings on the 
‘Worst Forms of Child Labour’, 
mandated by the Trade and De-
velopment Act of 2000, is the most 
comprehensive research product 
on the state of child labour world-
wide.

This year, the report uses more 
stringent criteria to assess the 
efforts of 132 countries and ter-
ritories to address child labour, the 
report added. 

“Only 14 countries including 
Colombia, Paraguay, and India 
met the new criteria for “Signifi-
cant Advancement”, which this 
year requires specific legal and 
policy labour standards to be 
met,” it said. 

The Department of Labor said 
the Indian government ratified 
both ILO Convention 182 and 
Convention 138 and amended the 
Child Labor Act to prohibit chil-
dren under the age of 18 years from 
working in hazardous occupations 
and processes. 

The government also launched 
the ‘Platform for Effective Enforce-
ment for No Child Labour’ to more 
effectively enforce child labour 
laws and implement the ‘National 
Child Labour Programme’.

ous work prohibitions do not in-
clude all occupations in which chil-
dren work in unsafe and unhealthy 
environments for long periods 
of time. Penalties for employing 
children are insufficient to deter 
violations, and the recruitment 
of children by non-state armed 
groups is not criminally prohibited, 
it said.

The report urges the Indian 
government to collect and pub-
lish national-level data on labour 
law enforcement, including fund-
ing, number of labour inspectors, 
number of violations found and 
the penalties imposed and col-
lected for child labour law viola-
tions.

“Ensure that the types of haz-
ardous work prohibited for chil-
dren under age 18 are compre-
hensive, especially in the sectors 
in which children work in unsafe 
and unhealthy conditions for long 
periods of time such as in spinning 
mills, garment production, carpet 
making and domestic work,” it 
said.

“These reports represent one 
of the Department of Labor’s key 
contributions to the global effort 
to protect workers in the United 
States and around the world by 
defending the rights of all people 
to live free of child labour, forced 
labour, human trafficking, and 
modern slavery,” said US Secre-
tary of Labor Alexander Acosta.

Recent International Labor 
Organization estimates show there 
are still over 152 million child la-
bourers one in every ten children 
and 25 million forced labourers 
worldwide, he said. 

In addition, the government 
released a new ‘National Plan of Ac-
tion for Children’ that implements 
the ‘National Policy for Children’, 
which includes a focus on child 
labourers, trafficked children, and 
other vulnerable children, the re-
port said. 

“However, children in India 
engage in the worst forms of child 
labour, including in forced labour 
producing garments and quarry-
ing stones,” the report rued, adding 
that children also perform danger-
ous tasks of producing bricks. 

The Child Labour Act’s hazard-

Islamabad, Sep. 22 (PTI): 
India’s decision to cancel 
the foreign minister-level 
meeting in New York was 
“arrogant”, Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan said 
Saturday, asserting that 
he was “disappointed” by 
the New Delhi’s “negative” 
response.

India on Friday cited 
the “brutal” killing of three 
policemen in Jammu 
and Kashmir as well as 
the release of the postal 
stamps “glorifying” Kash-
miri militant Burhan Wani 
for calling off the meeting 
between External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
and her Pakistani coun-
terpart Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi on the sidelines of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) in New 
York this month.

Announcing the can-
cellation of the meeting, 
External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Raveesh Ku-
mar said in New Delhi that 
the incidents “exposed” 
the “true face” of Pakistan’s 
new Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to the world as well 
as Islamabad’s evil agenda 
behind the proposal for 
talks.

“The latest brutal kill-
ings of our security person-
nel by Pakistan-based enti-
ties and the recent release 

of a series of 20 postage 
stamps by Pakistan glorify-
ing a terrorist and terrorism 
confirm that Pakistan will 
not mend its ways,” Kumar 
said.

“Disappointed at the 
arrogant and negative re-
sponse by India to my call 
for resumption of the peace 
dialogue,” Prime Minister 
Khan said in a tweet.

“However, all my life 
I have come across small 
men occupying big offices 
who do not have the vision 
to see the larger picture,” he 
said in a sharp reaction to 
India’s cancellation of the 
meeting.

Kumar said talks with 
Pakistan after the “two 
deeply disturbing” devel-
opments would be “mean-
ingless”.

“In view of the changed 
situation, there will be no 
meeting between the For-
eign Ministers of India and 
Pakistan in New York,” he 
said.

Reacting to india’s re-
marks, Pakistan Foreign 
Office spokesman Moham-
mad Faisal said Friday that 
the “so-called ‘disturbing 
developments’” alluded 
to in the Indian statement 
predated the Indian agree-
ment to hold the bilateral 
meeting in New York.

He said the alleged kill-

ing of a BSF soldier took 
place two days prior to the 
Indian announcement of 
its agreement to hold the 
bilateral meeting.

When the allegations of 
Pakistan’s involvement first 
appeared, Pakistani rang-
ers clearly conveyed to BSF 
through official channels 
that the country had noth-
ing to do with it, he said.

“Pakistan...categorical-
ly reject these allegations...
Our authorities would be 
prepared to conduct a joint 
investigation to establish 
the truth,” Faisal said.

On the issue of the 
postage stamps, he said 
they were issued before the 
July 25 elections and be-
fore Prime Minister Khan 
assumed office on August 
18.

“We choose not to fur-
ther comment beyond say-
ing that these comments 
are against all norms of 
civilised discourse and dip-
lomatic communication,” 
Faisal said.

“We believe by its ill-
considered cancellation 
of the meeting, India has 
once again wasted a seri-
ous opportunity to change 
the dynamics of the bilat-
eral relationship and put 
the region on the path of 
peace and development,” 
he added.

New Delhi, Sep. 22 (IANS): 
The CPI-M on Saturday 
requested the UGC to with-
draw its circular asking 
universities to celebrate 
September 29 as the “Surgi-
cal Strike Day”, saying it will 
create a “jingoistic atmos-
phere” in the country.

The circular, issued by 
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) under in-
structions from the Human 
Resource Development 
(HRD) Ministry, is outra-
geous and objectionable as 
it seeks to create a jingoistic 
atmosphere in the country 
to take forward the political 
agenda of the ruling party, 
the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) said 
in a statement.

A decision to celebrate 
the day was announced 
on September 20 when 

the UGC in a letter to all 
V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r s  h a d 
asked them to celebrate 
the day in their institutions 
through special parades by 
National Cadet Corps and 
with a pledge of support 
by students to the armed 
forces by writing letters 
and cards.

“It is yet another exam-
ple of the government’s ut-
ter contempt for minimum 
democratic norms and 
respect for the autonomy 
of institutions in its efforts 
to push its narrow agenda,” 
the statement added.

Although Union HRD 
Minister Prakash Javadekar 
said it is not mandatory to 
observe the day and no pol-
itics was involved behind 
the decision, the Left party 
claimed that his statement 
is a “poor defence”.

Bhubaneswar, Sep 22 (IANS): Making a 
veiled attack on the Congress and other 
parties accusing them of stalling the tri-
ple talaq bill, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday said that his govern-
ment dared to take decisions that others 
were afraid of taking.

“Three days ago, the Centre took a 
decision that was needed since dec-
ades. When the intentions are clear, 
then one needs to take decisions that 
no other can dare to take. One of these 
decisions was on triple talaq. 

“When our government made the 
decision on triple talaq, there was an 
effort to stall it in the Rajya Sabha. Now, 
it has been declared illegal,” he said in 
an apparent reference to the promulga-
tion of an ordinance making triple talaq 
a criminal offence.

Addressing a public meeting in 
Talcher, Odisha, after laying the foun-
dation stone for the country’s first coal 
gasification-based fertiliser plant, he 
said the union government was com-
mitted to taking the nation forward to 
newer heights of development with re-
newed energy and greater momentum.

“Talcher fertiliser plant is a proof of 
failure of the previous government but 
it will be a testament to our achieve-
ment,” said the Prime Minister in Angul 
district.

He said the coal gasification-based 
fertiliser plant at Talcher will script a 
new chapter of new Odisha and new 
India and it will be one of most success-
ful ventures of the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) government.

“When the Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment came to power in the Centre, the 
work on fertiliser plants picked up speed. 

“I assure you that the construction 
of Talcher fertiliser plant will be com-
pleted in 36 months and I will again 
come here to inaugurate it,” he said.

The Prime Minister said that he was 
left stunned when such fertiliser plants 
have been promised for years, but no 
actual work has taken place.

“I had asked the workers by when 
can they finish the pending work here 
and they have promised me that it will 
be done within 36 months. I will come 
back to you after 36 months,” he said.

The Prime Minister also used the 

opportunity to take on Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik for opting out of the 
Centre’s Ayushman Bharat scheme and 
failing to keep the cleanliness drive 
momentum.

“About 10 crore families, which is 
about 50 crore people, will benefit from 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
under Ayushman Bharat scheme which 
will be launched tomorrow (September 
23) from Jharkhand. 

“If Odisha government does not co-
operate, I will not be able to serve you,” 
Modi said.

He said Odisha needs to work to-
wards sanitation and come at par with 
other states on the issue of cleanliness.

“I had urged Chief Minister Naveen 
Babu that Odisha will be left behind 
in cleanliness. But today, when I have 
come here, I again urge Naveen Babu 
to give priority to cleanliness in Odisha 
for the health of the people here,” he 
added.

He also said Odisha will get five 
new medical colleges and the union 
government is giving Rs 570 crore for 
the colleges.

Mentioning former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi’s famous assertion that 
only 15 paise out of one rupee sanc-
tioned by the Centre reaches the ben-
eficiaries, he said, 

“They knew about the ‘bimari’ but 
had no vision to solve it.”

“You might remember, we had a 
Prime Minister in the country who had 
said that if Re 1 is sent from Delhi, then 
just 15 paise reaches the states. Such 
corruption continued for years. How-
ever, our government is making sure 
that whatever money is allotted, all of it 
reaches the people,” Modi said.

“One crore thirty lakh poor people 
have bank accounts in Odisha due to 
the Jan Dhan Yojana and the govern-
ment benefits are being transferred 
directly to the accounts,” said the Prime 
Minister.

On the Naveen Patnaik government 
claiming to provide Re 1/kg rice to the 
poor, Modi said it is only possible as the 
Centre gives subsidies for this rice.

“We give INR 450 crore to the 
Naveen Patnaik government for these 
subsidies,” he informed.
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Vatican City, Sep. 22 (PTI/
AFP): The Vatican on Sat-
urday announced an his-
toric accord with China 
on the appointment of 
bishops in the Commu-
nist country in what could 
pave the way for the nor-
malisation of ties between 
the Catholic Church and 
the world’s most popu-
lous country.

Beijing immediately 
said it hoped for better re-
lations, while Taiwan said 
its ties with the Vatican 
were safe despite the deal 
with China.

There are an estimat-
ed 12 million Catholics in 
China divided between a 
government-run associa-
tion whose clergy are cho-
sen by the Communist 
Party and an unofficial 
church which swears al-
legiance to the Vatican.

The Vatican has not 
had diplomatic relations 
with Beijing since 1951, 
two years after the found-
ing of the communist 
People’s Republic.

T h e  p r e l i m i n a r y 
agreement with China 
“has been agreed fol-
lowing a long process of 
careful negotiation and 
foresees the possibility 
of periodic reviews of its 
application,” the Vatican 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Afghan officials ready to meet Taliban 
in Moscow: Report
Moscow/Kabul, Sep. 22 (IANS): Afghanistan’s govern-
ment officials have expressed readiness to meet Taliban’s 
representatives in a meeting hosted by Russia in its capital, 
the media reported. The meeting was earlier scheduled 
for September 4. However, Kabul refused to participate in 
it just days before, Afghanistan’s TOLO News reported on 
Friday.  According to TASS news agency, diplomats contin-
ued to hammer out all the details for the new meeting in 
Moscow on the Afghan settlement. The Afghan minister 
said that details of the conference were being worked 
out.The exact date of the meeting is still unknown, but 
Afghan officials declared their readiness to meet with 
representatives of the Taliban movement, according to 
the Russian official. 

Graft case: Egypt court rejects Mu-
barak’s appeal for reconciliation
Cairo, Sep 22 (IANS): An Egyptian court declined on Sat-
urday an appeal for reconciliation submitted by ousted 
former President Hosni Mubarak and his two sons in a 
corruption case, according to the official MENA news 
agency. Mubarak and his two sons -- Gamal and Alaa -- 
were sentenced in May 2015 to three years in prison for 
embezzling funds meant for maintaining presidential pal-
aces. They were also sentenced to collectively pay a fine of 
about 126 million Egyptian pounds ($7 million) and return 
about 21.2 million Egyptian pounds. Gamal and Alaa were 
released in October 2015 since their jail term was covered 
by the years they had already served in provisional deten-
tion. Mubarak has been receiving treatment in a military 
hospital in Cairo, where he spent most of his provisional 
detention years until he was discharged in March 2017.

Protests over Putin’s plans to hike 
retirement age
Moscow, Sep 22 (IANS): Members and supporters of Rus-
sia’s Communist Party took to the streets of the capital on 
Saturday to protest unpopular pension reforms planned 
by President Vladimir Putin. Putin took measures to soften 
his proposed hike in retirement age in August by limiting 
the increase for women to 60 -- up from 55 -- instead of 
the initial suggestion of 63, Efe news reported. But the 
change of plan has so far failed to quell protests against 
it. He stood by plans to raise men’s retirement age from 
60 to 65.  Protesters held signs emblazoned with slogans 
such as “Putin Lies”. 

China cancels trade talks with US: 
Report
Beijing, Sep 22 (IANS): China has scrapped the trade talks 
with the US due next week by deciding not to send its 
Vice Premier Liu He for the negotiations, the Wall Street 
Journal reported. The newspaper cited sources saying 
China was also not sending a mid-level delegation to the 
US ahead of Liu’s planned visit. The Chinese government 
has not made any announcement yet. China’s move is 
bound to ratchet up its tensions with the US. Beijing and 
Washington are locked in a festering trade war with both 
sides hitting each other’s goods with tariffs worth billions.

Pope Francis hugs a child during his meeting with youths at the Cathedral Square in Vilnius, Lithuania, Saturday.
PTI

A woman takes her children to shelter as an army member tries to help them, during a shooting at a 
military parade marking the 38th anniversary of Iraqs 1980 invasion of Iran, in the southwestern city of 
Ahvaz, Iran, Saturday.
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said in a statement issued 
as Pope Francis began a 
visit to the Baltic states.

“It concerns the nomi-
nation of Bishops, a ques-
tion of great importance 
for the life of the Church, 
and creates the condi-
tions for greater collab-
oration at the bilateral 
level,” it said.

Vatican spokesman 
Greg Burke, speaking in 
the Lithuanian capital 

Vilnius, told reporters the 
aim of the accord “is not 
political but pastoral, al-
lowing the faithful to have 
bishops who are in com-
munion with Rome but at 
the same time recognized 
by Chinese authorities.” 

China said the “pro-
visional” agreement was 
signed in Beijing by vice 
foreign minister Wang 
Chao and a Vatican del-
egation headed by the un-

der secretary for relations 
with state, Antoine Camil-
leri and added that the 
two sides “will continue 
to maintain communica-
tion and push forward the 
improvement of bilateral 
relations.” 

The Vatican is one of 
only 17 countries around 
the world that recognises 
Taipei instead of Beijing 
but Pope Francis has 
sought to improve ties 

with China since he took 
office in 2013.

Previous attempts to 
restore ties have floun-
dered over Beijing’s in-
sistence that the Vatican 
must give up recognition 
of its rival Taiwan and 
promise not to interfere in 
religious issues in China.

But the Taiwanese for-
eign ministry said Taipei 
would not lose its only 
diplomatic ally in Europe 
despite the agreement 
and said it hoped the Holy 
See would also make sure 
Catholics on the main-
land “receive due protec-
tion and not be subject to 
repression”. 

Analysts warn that 
Beijing could use the ac-
cord to further crackdown 
on Catholic faithful in 
China.

Jonathan Sullivan, di-
rector of China Programs, 
Asia Research Institute at 
University of Nottingham, 
described the accord as “a 
strategic move on China’s 
part; and a naive one on 
the Vatican’s.” 

According to the ex-
pert, China’s Communist 
“Party will frame the deal 
as the Vatican’s seal of 
approval to the state-run 
Catholic Church, at a time 
when Christian believers 

are facing a severe crack-
down on their beliefs and 
practises.

“Ultimately, the Party 
would like to subsume all 
forms of worship under 
state organs that make 
it easier to manage and 
ensure that everyone’s 
primary loyalty is to the 
state,” Sullivan told AFP.

The announcement 
came as Pope Francis ar-
rived in Catholic Lithu-
ania to honour victims, 
including Catholic priests 
and bishops, of the re-
gion’s Nazi and Soviet oc-
cupations.

The ponfiff’s four-day 
trip to the northeastern 
edge of the European 
Union and NATO alliance 
brings him geographically 
close to Russia, where 
Vatican diplomats have 
been trying for years to 
arrange a papal visit.

The pontiff will visit 
mainly Protestant Latvia 
on Monday and secular 
Estonia on Tuesday as all 
three Baltic states mark 
100 years of indepen-
dence this year.

But the celebrations 
risk being overshadowed 
by a fresh wave of dev-
astating claims ofsexual 
abuse by clergy across the 
globe. 

Washington, Sep. 22 (PTI): 
The Trump administration 
has told a federal court 
that its decision to revoke 
work permits to H-4 visa 
users, a significant major-
ity of whom are Indian-
Americans, is expected 
within the next three 
months, a move which 
will have a major impact 
on Indian women as they 
are the major beneficiary 
of the Obama-era rule.

H-4 visas are issued 
by the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (US-
CIS) to immediate fam-
ily members (spouse and 
children under 21 years of 
age) of the holders of H-1B 
visa, the most sought-after 
among Indian IT profes-
sionals.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t 
of Homeland Security 
(DHS) in its latest court 
filing Friday told the US 

District Court in Dis-
trict of Columbia that it 
was “making a solid and 
swift progress in propos-
ing to remove from its 
regulations on certain 
H-4 spouses of H-1B non-
immigrants as a class of 
aliens eligible for employ-
ment authorisation”.

Till then, the depart-
ment urged the court to 
keep in abeyance its deci-
sion on a lawsuit filed by 
‘Save Jobs USA’, represent-
ing a group of US workers 
who claim that their jobs 
have been hit by such a 
policy of the government 
that was promulgated dur-
ing the previous Obama 
administration.

The Trump adminis-
tration is currently review-
ing the H-1B visa policy 
that it thinks is being mis-
used by companies to re-
place American workers.

The administration 
has said publicly and also 
in its court filing that it 
wants to revoke work per-
mits to H4 visa holders, 
a significant majority of 
whom are Indian-Ameri-
cans and women.

The move will have a 
major impact on Indian 
women as they are the 
major beneficiary of the 
Obama-era rule.

This is for the third 
time that the Depart-
ment of Homeland has 
informed the court about 
the delay in issue of Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM). 

The DHS has filed 
three status reports - on 
February 28, May 22 and 
August 20. The next status 
report is due on November 
19.

Explaining the reasons 
for delay, the US attorney 

said since the filing of the 
most recent status report, 
the DHS’s senior leader-
ship reviewed the pro-
posed rule and returned 
it to the USCIS this month 
for revisions.

“Senior leadership re-
view and the request for 
revisions is standard prac-
tice within the DHS. When 
the necessary revisions are 
incorporated, the USCIS 
will return the proposed 
rule to the DHS for final 
clearance and submission 
to OMB,” he said.

However, ‘Save Jobs 
USA’ has sought an early 
decision from the court, 
arguing that the lon-
ger the case remains in 
abeyance, the greater the 
possible harm to the US 
workers.

As of December 25, 
2017, the USCIS had ap-
proved 1,26,853 applica-

tions for employment au-
thorisation for H-4 visa 
holders. 

These count all ap-
provals since May 2015 
when the rule was im-
plemented. This number 
includes 90,946 initial ap-
provals, 35,219 renewals, 
and 688 replacements for 
lost cards.

“Ninety-three per cent 
of approved applications 
for H-4 employment au-
thorisation were issued 
to individuals born in 
India, and five per cent 
were issued to individuals 
born in China. Individuals 
born in all other coun-
tries combined make up 
the remaining two per 
cent of approved applica-
tions,” the Congressional 
Research Service said in 
its recent report, based 
on information obtained 
from the USCIS.

Dar Es Salaam, Sep. 22 
(IANS): Rescuers working 
to retrieve bodies from 
a ferry that sank in Lake 
Victoria in Tanzania found 
a survivor on Saturday, two 
days after the tragedy took 
place, although the death 
toll rose to 170.

According to Tanza-
nian news outlet The Citi-
zen, a man was found alive 
in an air pocket in the up-
turned vessel on the same 
day when another 24 bod-
ies were recovered from 
the scene of the accident. 

M V  Nye re re  s u n k 
between the islands of 
Ukerewe and Ukara on 
Thursday with around 
400 passengers onboard 
-- nearly four times the 
legal capacity. 

President John Magu-
fuli declared three days of 
national mourning and or-
dered the vessel’s crew and 
managers from the state 
company that operates 
the ferry service arrested 

for questioning, Efe news 
reported. Preliminary in-
vestigations showed that 
the state-owned ferry was 
overloaded and was be-
ing manned by someone 
who was not the autho-
rized captain of the vessel. 
The vessel capsized just 
50 meters (164 feet) from 
the shore.

Victoria, Africa’s largest 
lake, is shared by Kenya, 
Tanzania and Uganda. 

The Tanzanian por-
tion of the lake was the 
scene in 1996 of one of the 
worst shipwrecks of the 
20th century, the sinking 
of the ferry MV Bukoba, 
which left an estimated 
615 people dead.

There has been pub-
lic outrage over the de-
cision made by regional 
authorities of Mwanza 
Region, whose north bor-
ders Lake Victoria, to call 
off the search and rescue 
operation after dark on 
Thursday.

Beijing, Sep. 22 (PTI): China on Saturday 
summoned the US ambassador to lodge 
an official protest over sanctions imposed 
by Washington on a Chinese military unit 
for purchasing advanced fighter jets and 
missile systems from Russia, according to 
a media report.

Also, China has cancelled a reported 
move to send Vice-Premier Liu He to 
Washington for talks to end the escalat-
ing trade war between the world’s two 
largest economies, following imposition 
of tariffs on Chinese goods by the Trump 
administration.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry sum-
moned the US ambassador to protest 
against US sanctions on the equipment 
development department of the Chinese 
military and its director, the official media 
reported on Saturday.

The US State Department said on 
Thursday that it would immediately 
impose sanctions on the equipment 
development department of the Chinese 
military and its director, Li Shangfu, for 
engaging in “significant transactions” 
with Russia’s main arms exporter.

The US said the purchases of Rus-
sian Sukhoi Su-35 fighter jets and S-400 

surface-to-air missiles by China’s Equip-
ment Development Department (EDD) 
of Ministry of Defence has violated US 
sanctions on Russia.

It was the first time the Trump ad-
ministration targeted a third country 
with its Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act of 2017 (CAATSA), 
designed to punish Russia for its seizure 
of Crimea and other activities.

While the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Geng Shuang on Friday ex-
pressed outrage and asked Washington to 
revoke the decision or face consequences, 
China’s military today expressed indigna-
tion over the move.

“The Chinese military expressed 
strong indignation and opposition to US 
sanctions on the equipment develop-
ment department of the Chinese military 
and its director,” the state-run China Dai-
ly quoted a military spokesman as saying.

Col Wu Qian, a spokesman for the 
Ministry of National Defence said that 
the military cooperation between China 
and Russia is within the normal range of 
cooperation between sovereign states in 
accordance with international laws, and 
the US has no right to interfere.

United Nations, Sep. 22 (IANS): UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres has said the UN and Kofi Annan (the 
late former UN secretary-general) were inseparable and 
it is impossible to say where one ended and the other 
began.

Guterres on Friday led a list of diplomats, staff and 
family members speaking in the UN General Assembly 
Hall at a memorial tribute to Annan, who died on August 
18 in Geneva after a short illness, a Nobel laureate and 
native of Ghana, Xinhua reported.

“Kofi Annan was uncommonly warm, accessible 
and of the people -- but above all he was principled and 
forceful in battling for the values of the UN Charter,” said 
Guterres. “He was charming and wise, kind and coura-
geous. But he also knew how to deliver the barb -- in his 
masterly subtle way.”

“And sometimes, people were so captivated by his 
presence that they did not realize that they were being 
admonished!” said Guterres, who was appointed by An-
nan as High Commissioner for Refugees in 2005.

But, “Throughout his tenure Kofi Annan urged us 
never to be bystanders in life,” the UN chief said. “He 
summoned us all to act against bias, brutality and 
bloodshed.”

“He was a multilateralist through and through, a true 
UN-blue believer in a rules-based global order,” Guterres 
said. “And, I must say, his loss cuts even deeper because 
we have never needed that faith and inspiration more.”

This was a reference to US President Donald Trump’s 
history of snubbing multilateralism for his bilateral ap-
proach to international relations.

“Kofi Annan called the UN the ‘last best hope of 
humanity,” said Guterres. “He burned with the flame of 
human rights, dignity and justice.”

President Maria Fernanda Espinosa of the 73rd Gen-
eral Assembly session, which just began last week, said it 
is “eminently fitting that we remember him (Annan) on 
this day -- a day fixed by this Assembly 17 years ago, on 
his watch and with his strong support, as International 
Peace Day. For no one laboured more tirelessly or consis-
tently in the cause of peace than did Kofi Annan.”

“Kofi Annan was a great Secretary-General because 
he understood that peace cannot be achieved in iso-
lation,” she said. Nane Annan said her late husband, 
“died too soon,” shortly after returning from witness-
ing elections in Zimbabwe, just another one of the 
many missions he was on since “retiring” at the end 
of 2006.

“The rebel on the 38th floor,” where the secretary 
general’s office is located, had a “glowing aura” and was 
known for thinking “outside the box,” she said, express-
ing gratitude for the memorial and adding, “We shall 
cherish this moment.”

Tehran, Sep. 22 (PTI/AP): Gunmen at-
tacked an annual Iranian military pa-
rade Saturday in the country’s oil-rich 
southwest, killing at least 24 people 
and wounding 53 others, local media 
reported.

No group immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for the assault in Ahvaz, 
which saw gunfire spray into a crowd of 
marching Guardsmen, bystanders and 
government officials watching from a 
nearby riser. 

However, Iran faced a bloody assault 
last year from the Islamic State group 
and Arab separatists in the region have 
attacked oil pipelines there in the past.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif immediately blamed the at-
tack on regional countries and their “US 
masters,” further raising regional tensions 
as Tehran’s nuclear deal with world pow-
ers is in jeopardy after President Donald 
Trump withdrew America from the ac-
cord.

“Iran will respond swiftly and deci-
sively in defense of Iranian lives,” he wrote 
on Twitter.

State television aired footage of the 
aftermath of the assault on Ahvaz’s Quds, 
or Jerusalem, Boulevard, which like many 

other places around the country saw an 
annual parade marking the start of Iran’s 
long 1980s war with Iraq. 

The semi-official ISNA news agency 
published photographs of the attack’s 
aftermath, with bloodied troops in dress 
uniforms helping each other walk away.

A local news agency in Khuzestan 
province, of which Ahvaz is the capital, 
aired grainy mobile phone footage show-
ing parade goers fleeing as soldiers lay flat 
on the ground. Gunfire rang out in the 
background.

Zarif on Twitter said that the gun-
men were “terrorists recruited, trained, 
armed & paid by a foreign regime.” He 
did not immediately elaborate. However, 
Arab separatist groups in the region have 
launched attacks on oil pipelines there in 
the past and Iran. 

The separatists also accuse Iran’s 
Shiite theocracy of discriminating 
against its Sunni Arab citizens. Iran has 
blamed its Mideast archrival, the Sunni 
kingdom of Saudi Arabia, for funding 
their activity.

Reports of how the attack unfolded 
remained unclear immediately afterward. 
The state TV reporter said the gunfire 
came from a park behind a riser. 

The semi-official Fars 
news agency, which is 
close to the Guard, said 
two gunmen on a mo-
torcycle wearing khaki 
uniforms carried out the 
attack.

The state-run IRNA 
news agency said the 
attack killed 24 people 
and wounded 53, citing 
“knowledgeable sources” 
without elaborating. 

It said gunmen were 
dressed in Guard uniforms 
and targeted a riser where 
military and police com-
manders were sitting.

Khuzestan Gov Ghol-
amreza Shariati told IRNA 
that two gunmen were 
killed and other two were 
arrested.

Who carried out the 
assault also remained in 
question.  Iran has been 
deeply involved in the 
fight against IS in Iraq and 
has aided embattled Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad 
in his country’s long war.

Among those involved 
are members of the Revo-
lutionary Guard, a para-
military force answerable 
only to Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
The Guard also has vast 
holdings in Iran’s econ-
omy.

Meanwhile, Guard 
spokesman Gen Ramazan 
Sharif told ISNA that an 
Arab separatist group car-
ried out the attack, with-
out elaborating. 

Sa t u rd a y ’s  a t t a c k 
comes after a coordinated 
June 7, 2017 Islamic State 
group assault on parlia-
ment and the shrine of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini in Tehran. At least 
18 people were killed and 
more than 50 wounded.
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(Top) Violin students perform hymns with their 
teacher during Note Grid’s ‘Soiree Musicale’ in 
Dimapur on Sep. 22.

EM Images
Voice students performing a duet on the song ‘The Older I Get’ in Dimapur on Sep. 22.

Chas Hodges, best known for his partnership with Dave Peacock in the pop rock band Chas & Dave, 
has died at the age of 74.  Hodges’ death was announced on the duo’s Twitter account in a state-
ment that read, “It is with tremendous sadness that we announce the passing of our very own Chas 
Hodges. Despite receiving successful treatment for oesophageal cancer recently, Chas suffered 
organ failure and passed away peacefully in his sleep in the early hours of this morning.” Hodges was 
diagnosed with oesophageal cancer in February, but was determined to return to the stage and had 
started performing again. The duo most recently supported Eric Clapton at his British Summertime 
show in London’s Hyde Park in July. Chas & Dave formed in 1975, and enjoyed a run of hits in the late 
seventies and early eighties with songs like Gertcha, The Sideboard Song, Rabbit, Ain’t No Pleasin’ 
You and Snooker Loopy.  Hodges’ career kicked off in the 1960s working alongside legendary pro-
ducer Joe Meek, while as a musician he backed Jerry Lee Lewis & Gene Vincent. (Loudersound)

Chas Hodges dead at 74

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm: III Smoking Barrels 

2.30 pm 8 pm: Batti Gul Meter Chalu 

5.30 pm: The Equalizer 2

Note Grid’s Soiree 
Musicale held in Dimapur

Renpi Kikon release third single ‘Ntsinran 
Tsukona Phonkata’ for LSU Shillong 

I only told my diary — 
Ashley Judd on being raped

‘Village Rockstars’ is India’s 
official entry to Oscars 2019

Don’t believe Gene Simmons — here’s why Kiss will never quit

Kylie Jenner 
gets pulled 
over by police

Case filed 
against 
Salman Khan, 
‘Love Yatri’ 
team in Bihar

T
he Note Grid School of music and 
media studio organised its second 
instalment - Note Grid Soiree 
Musicale at Christian Higher 
Secondary School’s auditorium in 

Dimapur on Sep. 22.
The organisers informed that the event 

was conducted to encourage students. It 
was with an idea to create a platform where 
students can expose their talents, and bring 
out the best in them. 

Students and teachers of Note Grid 
performed various kinds of music catego-
rised into piano, classical and contemporary 
guitar, violin, voice, and drum. 

The music school have close to 200 stu-
dents along with seven teachers. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 

R
enpi Kikon who 
debuted with 
‘Let Love’ re-
leased his third 
single “Ntsinran 

Tsukona Phonkata” (strive 
for wisdom) on Sat. Sep. 
21 in Shillong, Meghalaya. 

The song “Ntsinran 
Tsukona Phonkata” was 
said to be the theme song 
for Lotha Students’ Union 
(LSU) Shillong mentioned 
Kikon. The theme song 
composed and arranged 
by Renpi Kikon and pro-
duced by Richa Produc-
tion was released on the 
occasion of LSU Shillong 
Golden Jubilee celebra-
tion.  

EMN

A
ctress Ashley Judd says when 
she was raped at 15, she only 
told her diary.

Celebrities have come 
together to share their stories 

of sexual assault and the struggle many 
victims face in reporting such crimes.

One of them was Judd, who tweeted 
on Friday: “#WhyIDidntReport. The first 
time it happened, I was 7. I told the first 
adults I came upon. 

“They said ‘Oh, he’s a nice old man, 
that’s not what he meant.’ So when I was 
raped at 15, I only told my diary. When an 
adult read it, she accused me of having 
sex with an adult man.”

On Friday, the hashtag #WhyIDidn-
tReport began trending on Twitter after 
President Donald Trump shared his 
thoughts on the sexual assault allegations 
against Supreme Court of the United 
States nominee Brett Kavanaugh by 
Christine Blasey Ford, reports etonline.
com.

In an article last week, Ford alleged 
that Kavanaugh sexually assaulted her 
while they were in high school, 
coming forward as the au-
thor of an anonymous letter 
penned earlier this summer. 
Kavanaugh has denied the 
accusations.

Soon after, actress Alyssa 
Milano, who was also part 
of the #MeToo movement, 

tweeted: “Hey, Donald Trump, listen the 
f**k up. I was sexually assaulted twice. 
Once when I was a teenager. I never filed 
a police report and it took me 30 years to 
tell me parents.”

“Riverdale” star Lili Reinhart also took 
part in the #WhyIDidntReport move-
ment, tweeting: “Because I didn’t want to 
lose my job or make people think I was 
a drama queen. 

#WhyIDidn-
tReport.”

IANS

R
ima Das’ National Award-win-
ning Assamese feature “Village 
Rockstars” has been chosen 
to represent India in the Best 
Foreign Language category at 

the 91st Academy Awards next year, the 
Film Federation of India (FFI) announced 
Saturday. 

The film follows Dhunu, a girl who 
grows up in 
poverty and 
learns to fend 
for herself. 
However, 
that does 
not prevent 
her from 
following 
her dream 
of forming 
a rock band 
and own-
ing a guitar 
someday.

Elated 
with the 
news, Das 
said “Village 
Rockstars” 
selection is a “huge recognition” for film-
makers from northeast. 

“It feels great. I don’t have many words 
to explain. The whole journey is kind of 
a fairy tale. It is a huge recognition for 
northeast and I think it is the first As-
samese film to get selected. So I believe it 
will change a lot for filmmakers from the 
region. 

“I was always hopeful. I was always 
looking forward to going to the festi-
vals and winning accolades. But most 
important for me was that people should 
connect with the film. That emotional 
connections is something which I have 
achieved through this film,” Das told PTI.

“Village Rockstars”, starring Bhanita 
Das in the lead role, had its world pre-
miere at the 2017 Toronto International 
Film Festival (TIFF) and has toured more 
than 70 prestigious international and 

national film festivals.
The coming-of-age film had bagged 

the Best Feature Film trophy at the 65th 
National Film Awards, besides also 
winning Best Child Artist, Best Location 
Sound Recordist and Best Editing. 

The announcement was made by SV 
Rajendra Singh Babu, Chairman, Selec-
tion Committee for Oscar Award, FFI. 

“It is tech-
nically a film 
with good hu-
man concept 
that would 
touch people 
around the 
world. We 
are honour-
ing a film 
that deserves 
to be at the 
Oscars. We 
are hopeful 
and confident 
that people 
will see and 
respect the 
film,” he told 
reporters. 

Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s “Padmaavat”, 
Alia Bhatt-starrrer “Raazi”, Rani Mukerji 
fronted “Hichki”, Shoojit Sircar’s “Oc-
tober”, “Love Sonia” directed by Tabrez 
Noorani, “Tumbaad”, “Halkaa”, “Kadvi 
Hawa” and latest release “Manto” were 
part of the list of 28 films submitted for 
next year’s Oscars. 

No Indian film has ever won an Oscar. 
The last Indian film that made it to the 
final five in the Best Foreign Film category 
list was Ashutosh Gowariker’s “Lagaan” 
in 2001.

“Mother India” (1958) and “Salaam 
Bombay” (1989) are the other two Indian 
movies to have made it to the top five. 

Hindi film “Newton” by director Amit 
Masurkar and starring Rajkummar Rao 
was India’s official submission to the 
Oscars last year.

PTI

S
o it’s goodbye Kiss. The 
road that began in New 
York City back in hard 
rock’s Pleistocene Age 
is finally running out. A 

farewell tour is just around the 
corner, a chance to dust down the 
platform heels and flashbombs 
one last time. As Gene Simmons 
puts it: “There just aren’t any more 
mountains to climb. We want to 
go out in style with the people that 
put us here, the fans.” And there 
you have it. Over, done, would 

the last member of the Kiss Army 
still standing please turn out the 
lights.

Hang on, wait a minute. Gene 
said that in back in 2000? And Kiss 
didn’t go out in style, or in any 
other fashion? Well, sweet shit, 
who’da thunk it?

It’s not just that Kiss shouldn’t 
quit. It’s that they won’t quit. At 
least not in the sense that every 
other rock band quits. Because 
Kiss might be many things, the 
one thing they aren’t is every other 

rock band.
Eighteen years after that first 

fake ending, Kiss are hitting the 
trail one last time for the One 
Last Kiss End Of The Road tour, 
a title that would be definitive 
were it not for the fact that little 
2000 jaunt was dubbed The Kiss 
Farewell Tour, which was really 
definitive. But this is definitely the 
end. That’s it. Kiss are retiring. So 
long, suckers. Until next time.

Let’s park the cynicism for a 
second and assume that Gene, 

Paul, Thingy and Shemp really 
are calling it a day. Just because 
Kiss are winding things up doesn’t 
mean Kiss are done. More than 
any other outfit in the history 
of modern music, endurance is 
hard-wired into their very being. 
Whether by design or accident, 
there are enough in-built proto-
cols to ensure that Kiss lasts long 
after the men who conceived 
it have teetered off to the great 
firehouse in the sky.

Loudersound

R
eality TV star 
Kylie Jenner got 
pulled over by 
police officials 
here while cel-

ebrating best friend Jordyn 
Woods’ birthday.

The two had been 
enjoying at a party here 
to celebrate Jordyn’s 21st 
birthday. They found their 
celebrations interrupted 
on Thursday evening 
during their car journey 
home, reports mirror.
co.uk.

Jordyn documented 
the night on Instagram 
which showed the best 
friends giggling as red and 
blue lights flash through 
the back window of the 
parked car.

“Tryna be a hater right 
now,” said Jordyn filming 
the scene with Kylie while 
they sit tight in the back 
seat.

IANS

A 
case has been 
lodged against 
Bollywood 
actor-producer 
Salman Khan 

and others associated with 
his upcoming home pro-
duction “Love Yatri”, which 
was earlier titled “Lover-
atri”, in Bihars Muzaffar-
pur district following the 
order of the local court, 
police said on Saturday.

“An FIR was lodged 
on Friday against Sal-
man Khan and six others 
including Aayush Sharma, 
Warina Hussain, director 
Abhiraj K. Minawala, Ram 
Kapoor and Ronit Roy in 
Mithanpura police station 
following the order of 
the court,” police station 
officer in-charge Vijay 
Prasad Rai told IANS. 

Rai said that the case 
was lodged against Sal-
man and others in pursu-
ance of an order passed by 
the court of Sub Divisional 
Judicial Magistrate last 
week.  The court has 
passed the order on the 
complaint of an advocate 
Sudhir Kumar Ojha. 

In the complaint, Ojha 
has claimed that the title 
of the movie made fun of 
the holy festival of Navar-
atri. He also alleged that 
the promos of the movie 
suggested that it con-
tained vulgarity and could 
hurt the sentiments of 
Hindus. “I am happy that 
a case has been lodged 
against Salman and others 
for playing with a popular 
festival and sentiments of 
people,” Ojha said. 

Earlier this week, 
Salman had announced 

on Twitter that the 
movie’s title has been 

changed from “Lov-
eratri” to “Love 
Yatri”. The film is 
slated to open on 
October 5.

IANS
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Keneisezotuo Whourie and his partner pose with their runners-up trophy (L) and Vilasier Khate receiving the runners-up trophy.

Naomi Osaka of Japan reacts after defeating Camila Giorgi of Italy at the Pan Pacific Open Women’s singles 
semi-final match in Tokyo, Japan on Sat. Sep. 22.

AP/PTI

India’s Ravindra Jadeja appeals unsuccessfully for the wicket of Bangladesh’s Mosaddek Hossain during the 
Asia Cup one day international cricket match in Dubai, United Arab Emirates on Sep. 21. 

Members of St. Andrew’s School, Thenyizumi receiving the over-all 
champions’ trophy.

Kolkata, Sep. 22 (IANS): 
Australian football legend 
Tim Cahill, the marquee 
signing for Jamshedpur FC 
in the upcoming season of 
the Indian Super League 
(ISL), on Saturday praised 
Indian cricket captain Virat 
Kohli for his achievements 
both on and off the pitch 
and said he is more fasci-
nated by the background 
story of his success.

The former Everton FC 
striker said he follows Kohli 
in various social media 
platforms as he considers 
the ace batsman to be a 
“good example of a sports-

man”.
“In Australia, the all 

time favourite legend from 
the Indian cricket team is 
Sachin Tendulkar. It is with-
out a shadow of a doubt. 
But now it is obviously Vi-
rat Kohli because I like his 
background story of how 
he has achieved what he is 
today,” Cahill told reporters 
on the sidelines of the ISL 
media day here.

“He works hard, he is 
humble, he sacrifices a lot 
and he is committed but I 
also like the way he gives 
back so much to the Indian 
people off the park, both 

emotionally and charitably. 
So I follow him on the social 
networks. He is a good ex-
ample,” he added. 

The footballer, who 
played in four World Cups 
for his country, said he ac-
quired a fair idea about the 
current condition of Indian 
football from other foreign 
players in the cash-rich 
tournament.

“Yes I had a lot of idea 
about the condition of 
Indian football because 
I talked to a lot of foreign 
players who were here. 
I asked them about the 
structure. The main thing 

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
Two Naga tennis players 
bagged the runners-up 
position in the AITA rank-
ing tournament in different 
categories which was held 
this month.

In an update received 
here on Saturday, Kenei-
sezotuo Whourie and 
his partner secured the 
runners-up title in men’s 
doubles at Karnal which 
was held from Sep. 17th till 
the 21. They lost 4-6, 4-6 to 

Red-hot Osaka powers 
past Giorgi into Tokyo final

Vaishali will be India’s first blind 
chess player at World Chess Olympiad

All Nagaland Catholic School games meet held

Lee Chong Wei diagnosed with nose cancer

Fascinated by Kohli’s success story — Tim Cahill

Naga tennis players shine at AITA ranking tournament

I don’t have to prove anything to anyone — JadejaLiverpool coach Klopp backs Salah

Tokyo, Sep. 22 (Reuters): 
U.S. Open champion Nao-
mi Osaka stormed past 
Italy’s Camila Giorgi 6-2 
6-3 on Saturday to reach 
the final of the Pan Pacific 
Open, where she will face 
Karolina Pliskova.

Osaka’s victory in front 
of an expectant home 
crowd was her 10th in a 
row and did not look in 
doubt from the moment 
the world number seven 
pounded down a huge ace 
with her first serve of the 
match.

The 20-year-old, who 
became Japan’s first Grand 
Slam singles champion in 
New York two weeks ago, 
hit a further eight aces to 
overwhelm world number 
37 Giorgi.

Osaka has carr ied 
the poise and power that 
saw her overcome Serena 
Williams in the Flushing 
Meadows final across the 
Pacific with her and, helped 
by eight double-faults from 
Giorgi, wrapped up the vic-
tory in just 72 minutes.

A runner up at this 
event two years ago, Osaka 
has not dropped a set so far 
this week and has had her 
service broken just once.

“It’s a bit surprising but 
I felt kind of calm going 
into the first round match 
and a lot of people were 
surprised because they 
thought I would be very 
nervous,” Osaka told re-

porters of her stunning run 
of form.

“Today was the first 
match that I felt nervous. 
But other than that I feel 
like I’ve been playing well 
and I’ve been trying to set 
little goals for myself.

“Because if you set a 
really high goal, than nor-
mally, for me at least, I tend 
to overwhelm myself. I’m 
trying to stay at a consistent 
level so hopefully I can keep 
doing that.”

Pliskova battles on
Osaka advanced to face 
world number eight Plis-
kova in the final after the 
big-serving Czech outlasted 
Croatia’s Donna Vekic 6-2 
4-6 6-3 in a topsy-turvy 
match that lasted more 
than two hours.

Pliskova has spent more 
time on court than any 
other player at this tourna-
ment despite a first round 
bye and was once again 
dragged into a long contest 

by a dogged Vekic.
The former world num-

ber one started as if intent 
on finishing the contest as 
quickly as possible, storm-
ing to a 4-0 lead before 
wrapping up the first set in 
less than half an hour.

Vekic, though, had de-
feated top 10 players Sloane 
Stephens and Caroline Gar-
cia en route to the last four 
and recovered from an early 
break in the second set to 
secure two of her own. Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 

The Commission for Edu-
cation Diocese of Kohima 
(CEDOK) organised a two-
day games meet for the All 
Nagaland Catholic Schools 
from Sep. 20 till the 21 with 
Carmel Higher Second-
ary School and St. Joseph’s 
Higher Secondary School 
Chumukedima as the host. 
This was stated in a press 
note received here on Sat-
urday.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Dimapur Sushil Kumar 
Patel IAS, attended the oc-

casion as the special guest. 
More than 800 participants 
took part in the different 
sports discipline like foot-
ball, volleyball and bas-
ketball for both junior and 
senior girls and boys.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Sushil Kumar con-
gratulated CEDOK for orga-
nising the event. He called 
upon the participants to 
fully take part in the event 
with true sportsmanship. 
He also declared the sports 
event open by kicking the 
football. The inaugural 

Kuala Lumpur, Sep. 22 (Reuters): Former 
world number one Lee Chong Wei is receiv-
ing treatment after being diagnosed with 
nose cancer, the Badminton Association 
of Malaysia (BAM) said in a statement on 
Saturday.

Lee, who won gold at the Common-
wealth Games in Australia at the begin-
ning of the year, was in Taiwan receiving 
treatment for the disease which was still in 
its early stages and “responding well”, the 
statement added.

The 35-year-old, who is currently 
ranked fourth in the world, has won 69 
international titles and is a three-time 
Olympic silver medallist.

He withdrew from the World Cham-
pionships in China and Asian Games in 
Indonesia due to what BAM said at the time 
was a “respiratory-related disorder”.

“Chong Wei is currently in Taiwan seek-
ing treatment and I am pleased to inform 
you that he is responding well... and is cur-
rently resting and recuperating amongst 

Dubai, Sep. 22 (PTI): Ra-
vindra Jadeja kept count 
of the number of days he 
was out of India’s One-
day squad and once in, he 
made it count with four 
wickets, and stated “I don’t 
have” to prove anything to 
anyone.

The left-arm spinner, 
who is also a handy bat, 
returned, in his own words, 
after around 480 days, with 
very impressive figures 
of 4/29 and bagged the 
Man-of-the-Match Award 
in India’s seven-wicket win 
over Bangladesh in the Asia 
Cup.

“I will always remem-
ber this comeback because 
I returned to the team after 
a gap of around 480 days. 
The earlier gaps have not 
been this long,” Jadeja told 
reporters at the post-match 
press conference.

Making a statement 
of sorts, he said, “I don’t 
have to prove anything to 
anyone. What my ability is, 
I need to sharpen it. I don’t 
have to show anyone what 
I can do. I need to chal-
lenge myself.” 

With less than a year 
left for the 2019 World Cup, 

A weary-looking Plis-
kova dug deep in the de-
cider and the quality of her 
superior hitting eventually 
told as she broke Vekic’s re-
solve with a strong start to 
the third set.

“I think tomorrow is a 
completely different day,” 
said Pliskova, who admit-
ted to feeling tired during 
the second set.

“It’s the final, so you 
just forget about all those 
minutes that you spent on 
the court. It’s the last match 
also, so I just want to put in 
everything, what I have left 
in body.”

Currently just outside 
the eight qualifying spots 
for next month’s WTA Fi-
nals in Singapore, Pliskova 
has now spent 420 minutes 
on court in Tokyo com-
pared to 222 minutes for 
Osaka.

Both players are in the 
top 10 in terms of number 
of aces served on the tour 
this year.

“I have played Pliskova 
twice already and so I know 
she is a great player,” said 
Osaka, who won their last 
meeting at Indian Wells.

“She has basically every 
shot and she has a really 
good serve, so I know it will 
be a very difficult match.”

Pliskova added: “I know 
her game. I have my weap-
ons, she also has hers. It’s 
going to be a lot about 
serves.” 

Chennai, Sep. 22 (IANS): 
Blind chess player Vaish-
ali Narendra Salavkar will 
become the first Indian 
female to be part of the 
International Braille Chess 
Association (IBCA) team at 
the world chess Olympiad, 
starting September 23 at 
Batumi in Georgia, a top 
IBCA official said.

The IBCA, affiliated 
to FIDE, sends its teams - 
open and women - to com-
pete at the chess Olympiad.

“Vaishali will be the first 
Indian blind chess player 
to participate in the World 
Chess Olympiad,” IBCA 
President Jadhav Charu-
datta told IANS on phone 
from London on Saturday.

Charudatta is also the 
President of All India Chess 
Federation for the Blind 
(AICFB).

“Forty-five year old 
Vaishali from Maharashtra 

has been playing chess for 
the past 20-25 years. She 
is am eight-time national 
champion,” AICFB Treasur-
er Swapnil Shah told IANS.

Vaishali has an Elo rat-
ing of 1,357 points.

Shah said two Span-
ish women chess players 
were not able to play in the 
Olympiad and hence the 
chance came to Vaishali.

As per the Olympiad 
official website, the other 
Indian female chess player 
who will be playing in the 
Olympiad is Malika Handa 
(ELO rating 1,334) as part 
of the International Chess 
Committee of Deaf (ICCD) 
team.

With these two players, 
the total number of Indian 
women chess players in-
cluding the normal wom-
en’s team at the Batumi 
Olympiad will be seven.

The Indian women’s 

chess Olympiad team con-
sists of Koneru Humpy, 
Harika Dronavalli, Tania 
Sachdev, Karavade Esha 
and Padmini Rout.

Meanwhile, Charudatta 
requested FIDE - the global 
chess body- to extend its 
cooperation in developing 
chess for the blind.

“For instance, FIDE has 
specific programmes like 
chess in schools. It can be 
extended to blind school 
students. The blind school 
students could be allowed 
to attend the chess classes 
held in normal schools,” 
Charudatta said.

He said the three chess 
federations for differently 
abled - IBCA, ICCD and 
International Physically 
Disabled Chess Association 
(IPDCA) - could first look 
forming a common plat-
form to address the prob-
lems faced by their players.

Jadeja might have sent a 
timely reminder to the 
selectors about his prow-
ess, but he said he was not 
thinking that far ahead.

“The World Cup is still 
some time away, we’re go-
ing to play a lot of matches 
before that, and I can’t com-
ment on that yet. My ambi-
tion is to perform the way 
I did today whenever I get 

the opportunity.
“Can’t think about it 

now. My focus is to perform 
in this series.” 

Jadeja, back in the Indi-
an One-Day International 
team for the first time since 
July 2017, foxed the Bangla-
desh batting line-up with 
his smart bowling.

“Even in Test cricket, 
because the last few se-

ries have been overseas, I 
haven’t been getting chanc-
es consistently. So I was 
determined that whenever 
I get the chance I will per-
form, that’s all that I can 
control. I was only focused 
about my own game and 
how I can improve further,” 
he said.

The Saurashtra crick-
eter is known for his ability 

London, Sep. 22 (IANS): 
Liverpool’s German coach 
Jurgen Klopp has backed 
his Egyptian forward Mo-
hamed Salah, whose form 
was questioned by some 
fans.

After a record-breaking 
season, Salah has failed 
to score since notching 
the Reds’ winner against 
Brighton & Hove Albion on 
August 25 and was partially 
responsible for Paris Saint 
Germain’s second goal in 
their UEFA Champions 
League clash, reports Efe 
news.

“It’s so important in 

these games especially, so 
that says everything about 
him, that he is really ready 
to work for the team in 
these moments and it’s a 
completely normal situa-
tion for an offensive player 
that you have times when 
you don’t score. But he is 
still a threat,” Klopp said 
at a press conference on 
the eve of Saturday’s Pre-
mier League match against 
Southampton.

Klopp, set for his 600th 
match as a coach, also said 
that the Reds’ Brazilian 
midfielder Roberto Firmino 
was ready to play, but Klopp 

did not give a clue about his 
starting lineup.

Firmino sustained an 
injury as he was poked in 
the eye by Jan Vertonghen 
during the Reds’ 2-1 Pre-
mier League win over Tot-
tenham Hotspur.

Having been left out of 
the starting lineup, Firmino 
was inserted as a substi-
tute and scored the winner 
against PSG.

Due to the injury, Fir-
mino has been training 
wearing protective glasses 
similar to the ones retired 
Dutch player Edgar Davids 
used to wear. 

to bowl his spinning deliv-
eries quickly.

“On a slow wicket, you 
have to bowl with more 
of your own effort. On a 
normal wicket, the ball 
goes through quickly after 
bouncing so it doesn’t give 
the batsman as much time. 
But on a slow wicket you 
have to bowl with more ef-
fort,” said Jadeja.

Regarding the last-min-
ute developments prior 
to his latest limited overs 
comeback, he said, “I didn’t 
know that I got a call for 
one-day team because I 
was playing for Vijay Haz-
are.

I didn’t know what is 
going on here. Day before 
I got call from the selector, 
he said I might have to go 
to Dubai, so be ready.

“I was playing Test 
cricket. Last few series were 
away so I didn’t play in it. I 
was concentrating on what 
is in my control, how to 
improve my game in away 
conditions. When I got a 
chance in England, I did 
well. Here, unfortunately, 
Axar (Patel) got injured and 
I got my opportunity and 
did well.”

Mohamed Salah and Jurgen Klopp

function witnessed the 
hosting of the CEDOK flag 
by Sushil Kumar. 

The first days’ matches 
witnessed knock-out stage. 
The second day was occu-
pied with the quarter, semi, 
and final matches.

St. Andrew’s School, 
Thenyizumi emerged as 
the over-all champions of 
the tournament. 

The concluding cer-
emony was attended by 
Most Rev. Dr. James Thop-
pil, Bishop of Kohima. 
Speaking on the occasion 
he exhorted the partici-
pants with the message 
drawn from the 1987 Para-
lympic experience.

He said that we should 
carry with the values and 
not only the trophies. The 
winners trophies were 
present to the winning 
teams by Bishop James 
and Fr. Johnson the Vice 
provincial of the CST con-
gregation.

29 catholic schools took 
part in the tournament.

Lee Chong Wei

family and close friends,” BAM president 
Datuk Seri Norza Zakaria said.

“On behalf of Chong Wei, I would like 
to thank all Malaysians for your prayers 
and concern. Your support has been his 
source of strength and courage. We urge 
everyone to respect his privacy and that of 
his family.”

Rahul Singh and Himanshu 
Kumar.

In another tournament, 
Vilasier Khate had to settle 

with the runners-up tro-
phy losing 1-6, 4-6 to Yugal 

Bansal at the Dehradun 
AITA 50k tournament.

that kept coming back was 
that the local talent in India 

is good and it is growing,” 
he added.

Tim Cahill
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NSF Martyrs' Memorial Trophy kicks off Lorenzo takes pole for Aragon 
MotoGP, Rossi struggles

TDFA Cup: Excel Naga FC, 40th AR, 
Awom FC, and Oziepik FC wins

EPL: Liverpool, Man City cruise as Man Utd held on Ferguson's return

KTACYA one-day sports meet held

A faithful run

DFL: A1 Power Play stuns Titans SCC with 
late comeback; Ekhyo FC see off Chanan FC

Rising Star Mizoram beat Asufu CI 2-1 in opener

EM Images

Players of Rising Stars, in red, and Asefu CI along with a host of dignitaries, match officials, and organisers before the opening match of the NSF martyrs trophy at the Kohima local ground 
on Sat. Sep. 22.

EM Images

Players of A1 Power Play, in white, and Titan SCC vying for the ball during their match on day-4 of the DFL at the 
DDSC stadium in Dimapur on Sat. Sep. 22.

AP/PTI

Manchester United's Fred, 2nd right, celebrates after scoring the opening goal during the 
English Premier League soccer match against Wolverhampton Wanderers at the Old Trafford 
stadium in Manchester, England on Sat. Sep. 22.Players of Ancient Knights FC and Oziepik FC in action at the ongoing DTFA Cup at parade ground in 

Tuensang on Saturday.

A week-long sports festival of the Mokokchung Town Baptist Church Youth department which began 
on Sep. 17 concluded on Sat. Sep. 22 at the Imkongmeren Sports Complex. Altogether 10 Youth 
Fellowships under MTBA participated in the meet. Salangtem Youth Fellowship emerged as the 
overall champion at the sports festival. Seen in the photo are the cadet club girls competing in 100m 
race on Sep. 22.

Jorge Lorenzo

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
Rising Star Mizoram over-
powered Asufu Christian 
Institute (ASI) Manipur 2-1 
to win the inaugural match 
of the 19th NSF Martyrs' 
memorial trophy organised 
by the Angami Students' 
Union on Saturday.

Playing an 80 minute 
match, Rising Star started 
the match brightly and took 
the lead in the 3rd minute 
from a spot kick conversion 
for a foul inside the area. 
Rising star striker Byrain 
took the penalty and cooly 
converted the goal to give 

his team an early lead.
Satminson, the winger 

of Mizoram team was cul-
pable for not scoring despite 
the opportunities that came 
his way in the first half.

While ASI team failed to 
make much impact in the 
first half as they nervously 
defended the score.

In the second half, the 
much improved side ASI 
got back the equaliser in 
the 52nd minute through 
Manio as his teammate Ne-
nio Charakho latches a long 
cross inside the area for him 
to head the goal into the net.

But the goal was cut 

short eight minutes later 
as Fiat Khongsai seized the 
opportunity to thump home 
from the defensive lapses to 
score the second goal in the 
58th minute.

Rojit Sing, the goalkeep-
er of Rising Star pulled a 
stunning save in the second 
half.

Asefu failed to threaten 
in front as Rising Star took 
the opportunity to domi-
nate the game with the ball 
possession and held on till 
the final whistle to win the 
match and enter the next 
round.

With the win, Rising Star 

will now take on Khrietho 
FC Zhadima in the next 
round on October 1.

Earlier PWD minister 
Tongpang Ozukum attend-
ing the inaugural function 
as special invitee lauded the 
ASU for successfully hosting 
the 19th edition of the NSF 
trophy and also keeping 
alive the tournament for 32 
years since 1986.

He said the tournament 
is with a cause and purpose, 
and that the tournament 
will keep the memory of 
our martyrs' alive and fur-
ther appealed to ASU to 
continue to take initiative 

despite other priorities as a 
students' organisation.

“NSF Martyrs' Memorial 
Trophy is one of the oldest, 
most consistent and reput-
ed football tournaments in 
Nagaland. It is a tournament 
to promote young talents, 
it is a tournament to bring 
unity within the people of 
Nagaland and outside, to 
show that we care about our 
martyrs’; it is a tournament 
to say no to violence against 
innocent students as well as 
mankind, it is indeed a tour-
nament to bring peace in 
our society” said the former 
president of NSF.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 22: A1 Power 
Play came from two goals 
down to beat Titan SCC 
at the ongoing Dimapur 
Football League (DFL) on 
Sat. Sep. 22 at the DDSC 
stadium in Dimapur.

Two goals on either side 
of the match from striker 
David Konyak gave Titan 
SCC two goals lead and 
looked like they were well 
on their way to victory. The 
first goal was scored in the 
28th minute when a clear-
ance from the goalkeeper 
of A1 Power Play bounced 
off David Konyak into the 
back of the net.

The second goal was 
scored within a minute 
into the second half when 
Konyak scored a brace, 
through a header. 

However, at the quarter-
hour mark of the second 
half, the game was reversed 
to A1 Power Play’s advan-
tage, when Vickyioukho 
Miosallhou of SCC was sent 

Madrid, Sep. 22 (AFP): 
Spain's Jorge Lorenzo se-
cured his fourth pole posi-
tion of the 2018 MotoGP 
season on Saturday by 
sneaking ahead of Andrea 
Dovizioso in qualifying at 
Aragon.

Lorenzo beat his Ital-
ian Ducati team-mate by 
0.014sec, while Honda's 
Marc Marquez was 0.079sec 
back in third.

Marquez, who is chas-
ing a fifth top-class world 
championship title but is 
without a victory in his last 
four races, had set the pace 
with a time of 1.46.960sec.

But the Spaniard paid 
the price for a mistake at 
Turn 12 on his final run 
as Lorenzo and Dovizioso 
both saved their best times 
until last.

"My rear tire was a bit 
worn out so I didn't know if 
I would have anything left 
to improve in my last at-
tempt," Lorenzo said.

"But I managed to do 
a few thousandths better 
than Andrea, who also did 
a great lap."

Yamaha's Valentino 
Rossi managed to com-
plete only one timed lap 
during the session. The 
Italian veteran qualified in a 
disappointing 18th, his low-
est grid position since 2006.

Britain's Cal Crutchlow 
was pushed back into the 

“We are all destined 
to die but our martyrs' Li 
Kekoujali and Lt. Vikhozo 
have boldly chosen to die 
as a martyr which has gone 
down into history of the 
students' community under 
the aegis of Naga Students' 
Federation. We honour their 
sacrifice,” he said.

While acknowledging 
the participating team, he 
also extend his appreciation 
to the teams from Manipur 
and Mizoram that their par-
ticipation has added more 
flavor to the tournament 
and portrayed a positive 
image of the state among 
the sports fraternity of the 
country.

He called upon the 
match officials to display 
professionalism keeping in 
mind the purpose of this 
tournament so that other 
state can come to partici-
pate in this tournament.

47 teams from Kohima, 
Dimapur, Zunheboto, Phek, 
Mizoram, and Manipur will 
be fighting for the coveted 
champion title, which will 
go on till October 20.

Monday's matches
Thurutsuswumi SU (Phek) 

vs Friends United New 
Market at 12 pm

Kohima Science College vs 
Lower Jail Youth Organisa-

tion

off for dissent against the 
referee’s decision to award 
a penalty to A1. The ensuing 
spot kick was taken by Let-
mokai, who nonchalantly 
slotted the ball on the right 
hand corner of the goal.

The one-man extra ad-
vantage and the ensuing 
goal rejuvenated and pro-
vided extra energy to A1 
Power Play who went all 
out and took the game on 
its head.

However, the Titans re-
mained true to their name 
and refused to be let down 
by a man down. The A1 
Power Play toiled hard to 
find the equaliser in the 
87th minute when Mezibui 
tried his luck from distance 
to score a magnificent goal.

A1 were not done still, 
so did the resistance of the 
Titans. When the match 
looked like it was going to 
end up in stalemate—with 

the additional five minutes 
running out—Kito had the 
final word as he sent his 
teammates to celebrations 
with a goal from just inside 
the penalty area to seal the 
game in favour of A1 Power 
Play 3-2.

In the first match of 
the day Ekhyo FC defeated 
Chanan FC 2-0. The first 
goal was scored by Meri-
bemo inside the 15 minutes 
of the first half, while the 

second goal came from 
Woben in the 48th minute.

Before the commence-
ment of the second match, 
a programme was con-
ducted during which the 
match patron of the day, 
Tito Yepthomi encouraged 
the players to be disciplined 
stating that it will lead them 
to become successful play-
ers in the future. He also 
urged them to work hard 
and give full time to football 
to compete with the likes of 
other professional players 
in the future.

The match patron had 
promised to donate cash 
prizes for the following cat-
egory: best goalkeeper, best 
midfielder, highest scorer, 
and man of the tourna-
ment.

Day-5 of DFL will wit-
ness Titan SCC lock horns 
against Dorian’s Society, 
while Ekhyo FC will take on 
United V&S. The matches 
will be played on Septem-
ber 28.

London, Sep. 22 (AFP): Liverpool 
and Manchester City's shootout for 
the Premier League title intensified 
on Saturday with comfortable wins 
over Southampton and Cardiff, 
while Manchester United were 
held 1-1 by Wolves on the day Alex 
Ferguson returned to Old Trafford.

Jurgen Klopp could afford the 
luxury of handing Xherdan Shaqiri 
his first Liverpool start for a 3-0 vic-
tory at Anfield and Wesley Hoedt 
turned the Swiss international's 
deflected shot in for the opener 
before Joel Matip and Mohamed 
Salah's first goal in four games 
sealed Liverpool's seventh straight 
win in all competitions.

City edged ahead of Chelsea, 
who travel to West Ham on Sunday, 
into second, two points behind the 
leaders, as they bounced back from 
a shock Champions League defeat 
to Lyon in midweek by thrashing 
Cardiff 5-0 in the Welsh capital.

United, though, are now eight 
points off the top as a run of three 
straight wins to avert an early sea-
son crisis came to an end against an 
impressive Wolves while Ferguson 
watched on for the first time since 
undergoing emergency surgery on 
a brain haemorrhage in May.

Shaqiri stars
Liverpool's new-found strength in 
depth was in evidence as Daniel 
Sturridge netted on his first start 
of the season against Paris Saint-
Germain in midweek, and those 
coming into the side made a big 
impact again as Klopp made three 
changes.

The hosts were handed a huge 

helping hand early on by Saints 
thanks to a comical own goal by 
Hoedt as he failed to sort his feet 
out as Shaqiri's deflected drive 
trickled across the area.

Matip was another to be mak-
ing his first start of the campaign 
and powered home Trent Alexan-
der-Arnold's corner before Salah 
won the foot race to force the ball 
over the line after a Shaqiri free-kick 
came back off the bar.

Liverpool's afternoon was 
soured, though, by a rib injury 
to Virgil van Dijk that forced the 
world's most expensive defender 
off early in the second period ahead 
of a demanding run of fixtures.

Klopp's men face Chelsea and 
City in their next two league games, 
with a Champions League trip to 
Napoli in between.

Wolves blight Ferguson wel-
come
Ferguson was given a standing ova-
tion before kick-off at Old Trafford 
as he took his seat accompanied by 
his wife Cathy in the United direc-
tors' box.

However, the presence of the 
club's most successful manager 
couldn't inspire United to victory 
despite Fred's first goal for the club 
opening the scoring 18 minutes in.

Wolves have thoroughly im-
pressed on their return to the top 
flight and only a series of fine saves 
by David de Gea meant they went 
in behind at the break.

However, even the Spanish 
number one was helpless when 
Joao Moutinho curled into the 
top corner eight minutes into the 

second row after finish-
ing fourth. He missed the 
chance to fight for a top-
three spot after crashing out 
during his last lap.

Crutchlow sits in front 
of Spain's Dani Pedrosa, 
Italian Danilo Petrucci and 
another Spaniard, Alvaro 
Bautista, who came in sixth, 
seventh and eighth respec-
tively.

M a r q u e z  o w n s  a 
67-point lead over Dovizio-
so in the standings ahead 
of Sunday's race, with Ros-
si sitting third, 70 points 
adrift.

The race in Aragon is 
the 14th round of the cham-
pionship and third of four 
events to be held in Spain 
this season.

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): Excel Naga FC, 
40th Assam Rifles, Awom FC and Oziepik 
FC won their respective matches at the on-
going Tuensang District Football Associa-
tion Cup at the parade ground in Tuensang 
on Saturday.

In the first match, Excel Naga FC 
blanked Adonis FC 3-0 through Bei in the 
17th and 44th minute while Nungsang 
scored in the 54th minute.

40th Assam Rifles beat Keiyang XI FC 
1-0 goal in the second match. The lone 
goal was scored by L. N. Rokhem in the 
37th minute.

In the third match, Awom FC thrashed 

Gabriel ministry 2-1.  All the goals for Awom 
FC were scored by Longkhoi in the 52nd 
and 54th minute of the second half.

The lone goal for Gabriel Ministry was 
scored by Thongsomong in the 57th min-
ute. In the last match Oziepik FC blanked 
Ancient Knight FC 1-0 through Pusing in 
the 34th minute.

Monday's matches                              
1st match: Sonic Stickers FC Vs.Leipzig 

Stars FC
2nd match: Mohican Boys vs Homers FC

3rd match: DEF Tuensang vs Spartans FC
4th match: Phoenix Rising FC vs Football 

United FC

Dimapur, Sep. 22 (EMN): 
The Kohima Town An-
gami Youth Association 
(KTACYA) organised a one-
day tournament where 
St.Francis de Sales (SFS) 
parish bagged the overall 
champions with 670 points 
while St.Mary's Parish, Ca-
thedral finished runners-
up with 300 points at St. 
Mary's Higher Secondary 
School ground on Saturday 
in Kohima. 

Various disciplines 
such as penalty-shootout, 
basketball, volleyball, arm 
wrestling and tug of war 
were part of the tourna-
ment. Rev. Fr. Neisalhou 
Carolus, Vicar General Ko-
hima Diocese attended the 
meet as the chief guest and 
hosted the KTACYA flag.

Oath of taking was ad-
ministered by Vimetha Vin-
cent while Rev.Fr.Richard 
Fernandes, parish priest 

SFS invoked God's bless-
ings.

During the closing cer-
emony, the players of both 
women's and men's vol-
leyball teams were also 
announced to represent 
KTACYA in the forthcom-
ing Angami Catholic Youth 
Association ( apex body 
) sports meet from Nov. 
2nd till the 4th at Loyola 
Higher Secondary School, 
Jakhama.

second half.
City cruise 

City boss Pep Guardiola was back 
on the touchline after having to 
watch his side's defeat on Wednes-
day from the stands as he served a 
one-match ban.

However, there was little chance 
of a Cardiff side still waiting for their 
first win back in the top flight also 
embarrassing the Premier League 
champions.

Sergio Aguero celebrated sign-
ing a new contract till 2021 on 
Friday by firing home the opener in 
sodden conditions before Bernardo 
Silva and Ilkay Gundogan made it 
3-0 before half-time.

Club record signing Riyad 

Mahrez then came off the bench to 
score his first two City goals.

Elsewhere, Burnley moved out 
of the bottom three in compre-
hensive fashion by thrashing Bour-
nemouth 4-0 for their first league 
win of the season.

Leicester came from behind to 
beat Huddersfield 3-1 to ease the 
pressure on Claude Puel.

Newcastle remain in the relega-
tion zone despite holding out for a 
0-0 draw at Crystal Palace for just 
their second point of the season.

And Aleksandar Mitrovic moved 
level with Eden Hazard as the 
league's top scorer with five goals in 
six games as the Serbian's equaliser 
earned a 1-1 draw with Watford.


