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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 21: Details 
concerning the much-de-
layed ‘improvement of city 
portion of Dimapur city 
project’ along the National 
Highway 29 (NH29) have 
emerged with documents 
obtained by Eastern Mirror 
revealing that nearly INR 370 
crore has been sanctioned 
for the project and dozens 
of both public and private 
properties along the stretch 
of road to be affected. 

According to the informa-
tion obtained by Eastern Mir-
ror, a total of INR 369.96 crore 
has been sanctioned for the 
project and INR 1.05 crore 
has already been invested. 
As many as 57 areas along the 
road from Chumukedima to 
Zion Hospital junction will 
be affected due to expansion 
work. Spaces in front of sev-
eral business establishments 
and shops along this stretch 
of road will be demarcated 
by a minimum of 1 meter to 
a maximum of 6 meter. 

The length of the road un-
der ‘improvement of city por-
tion of Dimapur city project’ 
measures 17.3 km. The first 
2.9 km of the road starting 
from the New Field Check 
gate to the Zion Hospital 
junction would be a two-lane 
road; from there up to Chu-
mukedima would be a four-
lane road of 12.9 km, and the 
last 1.5 km till Chathe Bridge 
would again be two-lane. The 
proposed thickness of the 
crust of the road is 580 mm.

TK Engineering Consor-
tium Private Limited based in 
Arunachal Pradesh is taking 
up the project and the engi-
neers from the Public Works 
department (PWD) national 

highway (NH) of Kohima 
division, who are in involved 
in the project, are Executive 
Engineer Vikishe Yepthomi, 
sub-divisional engineer Kito 
Anche; junior engineer Pan-
gernuksung Jamir, and junior 
engineer Jepdakyangba. 

The tentative duration 
and phase for the road to 
complete is 18 months—
March 22 2018 to September 
21 2019.

In a telephonic conver-
sation with this newspaper, 
one of the engineers, Kito 
Anche, said the project has 
been undertaken under the 
supervision of the engineers 
of Chaitanya Projects Con-
sultancy Pvt. Ltd and that the 
width of the four-lane road 
would be 23 meters to a mini-
mum of 21.5. He said that the 
project is smoothly function-
ing with no problems from 
landowners, criminal activi-
ties, or any other untoward 
situation. 

The ‘improvement of 
city portion of Dimapur city 
project’ started last month 
(reported by Eastern Mirror 
dated August 23, 2018), about 
seven months after former 
chief minister TR Zeliang 
had inaugurated the project 
as part of the Special Accel-
erated Road Development 
Programme on Jan. 17 2018. 
He had said that the minis-
ter for Road Transport and 
Highways had sanctioned 
INR 509.08 cr. out of which 
INR 279.39 cr. was earmarked 
for the stretch of road from 
New Field Check Gate to the 
Chathe Bridge, contradicting 
the amount mentioned in the 
documents obtained from 
the office of the PWD (NH) 
by this newspaper.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): There is 
no proper documentation and 
data on Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) 
in Nagaland but it is said to have 
become a major health concern 
in the state over the last couple 
of years with people infected 
by the virus being deprived of 
their rights to access diagnosis 
and free treatment due to lack 
of facility coupled with apathy 
of the state government and its 
line departments. A few non-
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) have now filed a Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) in an 
aim to check the alarming rise of 
Hepatitis C patients in the state. 

Hepatitis C Virus is a virus 
belonging to flaviviridae family 
that causes Hepatitis C, a blood 
borne-disease that inflames 
the liver. The disease spreads 
through contact with infected 
blood or shared needles and can 
lead to liver cancer if not treated 
on time.

The NGOs -- Access to Right 
and Knowledge (ARK) Founda-
tion, Nagaland Users Network 
(NUN), Hepatitis Coalition of Na-
galand (HepCoN) and Network 
of Naga People Living with HIV/
AIDS(NNP+) -- on September 18 
filed an PIL for free treatment and 
prevention of (HCV) Hepatitis C 
Virus, inclusion of HCV in the IEC 
programme and others related 
to HCV infection in all the public 
health institutions in Nagaland 
state in the Guwahati High Court, 
Kohima Bench.

The respondents of the PIL 
include Nagaland state govern-
ment, department of health and 
family welfare, Nagaland State 
AIDS Control Society (NSACS) 
and National Health Mission 
(NHM) State Health Society and 
others.

ARK president, Ketholelie An-
gami told reporters at the Human 
Rights Law Network (HRLN) of-
fice on Friday that it didn’t get any 
response from the concerned de-
partments despite filing RTIs and 

repeated requests for interven-
tion and prevention of Hepatitis-
C in the state. He said that the PIL 
was filed solely in the interest of 
the people across the state and 
vulnerable communities who are 
infected with Hepatitis-C virus 
especially amongst the Injecting 
Drug Users (IDU), sex workers, 
and people living with HIV. 

Angami also maintained that 
it hopes to secure the fundamen-
tal right to live with good health 
for the citizens of the state who 
are infected with HCV but unable 
to get treatment due to high cost 
of drugs and lack of free treat-
ment in the public health centres. 
He added that NGOs have been 
conducting series of workshops 
and literacy programmes across 
the state to sensitise the people 
on the need to address this health 
issue.

It may be mentioned that 
a study conducted in the year 
2006 and 2009 by the Indian 
Council of Medical Research and 
Kripa Foundation based on the 
Integrated Bio Behavioural As-
sessment (IBBA) in the State of 
Nagaland found out that Hepa-
titis C prevalence in the state was 
5.4% in round 1 (2006) and 8.7% 
in round 2 (2009) in Phek district; 
and 16.7% in round 1 (2006) and 
20.8% in round 2 (2009) in Wokha 
among IDUs. 

A study by Nagaland Hospital 
Authority, Kohima, (recent sev-
en-year report), HCV prevalence 
among the general population 
in the state stood at 1.8%, which 
means that it is not only IDUs or 
the sex workers who are affected 
by the virus but also the general 
masses. In yet another study con-
ducted by NHAK in collaboration 
with MSD (Merck Sharp and 
Dohme) Pharmaceuticals Pvt. 
Ltd in the year 2012-2013 (ten 
months - from September 2012 
to June 2013) reported that of the 
728 tested from the general OPD 
patients, 50 patients were tested 
antibody reactive projecting a 
percentage of 6.8%, thus indicat-

ing a high rate of infection among 
the general population. 

Kezhosano Kikhi of Human 
Rights Law Network said that 
these studies have revealed glar-
ing figure and expressed concern 
on the possible rate of infection 
amongst the populace on Na-
galand if proper surveillance is 
done. He said that a PIL was also 
filed at Guwahati High Court, 
Kohima Bench in 2008, wherein 
the Court in its order on August 
5, 2011 asked the respondents 
(state government and others) to 
include materials on prevention 
and treatment of Hep C in its In-
formation, Education, and Com-
munication (IEC) programmes, 
to provide free testing facility at 
all district ICTC centres across 
the state and also to provide free 
Hep C Virus testing and treat-
ment.

In response to the court or-
der, the state government had 
filed an affidavit dated August 
8, 2011, expressing its inability 
to set up investigation labora-
tory citing lack of funds. Then 
the Court directed the state gov-
ernment to take up the matter 
with the government of India for 
providing facilities at the earliest 
and take necessary steps upon 
receipt of budgetary support.

However, Angami said that 
the state government had failed 
to convince the central govern-
ment, due to which the state was 
not included in the National Viral 
Hepatitis Control Programme 
launched by JP Nadda, union 
minister of Health and Family 
Welfare. The programme, which 
will soon be rolled out across 
the country, is committed to 
work towards elimination of viral 
hepatitis by 2030. 

The first hearing of the 
PIL was held on September 20 
wherein the judge has issued an 
order to the government to pro-
duce their status within 45 days. 
It was also informed that the next 
hearing is scheduled to be held in 
November.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): The 
situation in the state capital 
Kohima, or at least a part of it 
became tense on Friday after 
the issue of regularisation of 
1166 grade-III ad hoc teachers 
resurfaced and the ‘aggrieved’ 
teachers, who wanted to stage 
a peaceful demonstration at 
the Civil Secretariat area with 
their demand, were denied 
permission by the adminis-
tration.

The teachers, who go by 
the name ‘All Nagaland Ad 
hoc Teacher’s Group (ANATG) 
2015 Batch,’ have alleged that 
the state government was 
not just turning a blind eye 
to their ‘genuine demand’ 
but also denying them of the 
fundamental right to peace-
ful protest, and converged 

at the NSF Solidarity Park 
located below the Secretariat. 
The group held a meeting 
and decided to resume their 
agitation in the form of ‘hun-
ger strike,’ which they had 
suspended on July 1 last, until 
the government regularises 
their service. They also de-
cided to go ahead with their 
demonstration and marched 
up to the Civil Secretariat 
area at around 1 pm, only 
to be intercepted by the riot 
police. Officials from the civil 
administration intervened 
and tried to reason with the 
teachers’ group to turn back as 
they were not granted permis-
sion to stage the protest. The 
ANATG contended that they 
wanted a written assurance 
from the government to con-
sider their demand along with 

a time frame. They asked why 
the government, which has 
regularised many contractual 
appointees in various depart-
ments, was unable to apply 
the same yardstick to the 1166 
ad hoc teachers who were 
appointed during the period 
1995-2012 and have fulfilled 
all the criteria laid down by the 
department.

ANATG 2015 president 
Rüguotsolie told Eastern Mir-
ror that the present aggrieved 
grade-III ad hoc teachers 
were appointed against state-
sanctioned posts but as ad 
hoc appointees due to the 
recruitment policy of the gov-
ernment. He said that they 
had to complete a minimum 
three-year service and ap-
pear the suitability test in May 
2017, of which, all the present 

1166 grade-III ad hoc teachers 
had passed, including other 
necessary clearances from the 
School Education as well as 
Personnel and Administrative 
Reforms departments.

Rüguotsolie informed that 
the ad hoc teachers under 
ANATG 2015 are paid a mea-
gre INR 6,600 for primary 
teachers and INR 8,400 for 
graduate teachers per month, 
whereas regularised teachers 
are earning three-four times 
more than the former.

The ANATG 2015 Batch 
lamented that its numer-
ous representations, memo-
randums and ultimatums to 
the government on the issue 
have failed to yield any posi-
tive outcome. The teachers, 
although aggrieved, have the 
highest concern for students, 
a member of the group said. 
He said that they had utilised 
their summer vacation to 
stage their previous agita-
tion outside the directorate 
of School Education in June. 
He added that they have not 
been neglecting their respon-
sibilities and taking classes 
till Thursday, ever since they 
decided to suspend the agita-
tion.

 “We are only seeking for 
‘equal pay for equal work’ 
through our demand for serv-
ice regularisation,” another 
teacher asserted. 

Following hours of silent 
face-off, and after the inter-
vention of the Naga Students’ 
Federation, Eastern Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation and the All 
Nagaland School Teachers’ 
Association, it was learnt that 
the state government has is-
sued a letter to the ANATG to 
have a sitting on September 
25. Advisor for School Educa-
tion KT Sukhalu is expected to 
be present at the meeting.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep 21: The Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India (CAG) 
has stated in its report on Nagaland 
state for the year ending March 31, 
2017, that it had detected diversion 
and misappropriation of scholar-
ship funds amounting to INR 1.08 
crore under Technical Education 
Department. 

The CAG report that was ta-
bled during the second session of 
thirteenth Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly on September 20 stated an 
amount of INR 56.12 lakh from the 
funds for scholarship schemes were 
diverted for private use, while an 
amount of INR 51.87 lakh was also 
suspected to be misappropriated as 
there was no record for utilisation of 
the said amount. 

The Directorate of Techni-
cal Education implements three 
scholarship schemes namely State 
Technical Scholarship, Merit-cum-
Means based Scholarship and Post 
Matric Scholarship. Records (March 
2017) in CAG report has revealed 
that the Directorate received an 
amount of INR 3.30 crore (2015-16: 
INR 1,64,99,600.00; 2014-15: INR 
1,64,96,300.00) under State Techni-
cal Scholarship scheme from the 
state government. Out of this, an 
amount of INR 1.81 crore (2015-16: 
INR 1,20,16,400.00; 2016-17: INR 
61,02,300. 00) was disbursed to 2,175 
students (2015-16: 1368 students 
and 2016-17: 807 students) by Direct 
Benefit Transfer, leaving a balance of 
INR 1.49 crore.

On examination (March 2017) 
of subsidiary cash book of the Di-
rectorate of Technical Education 
and bank statements (Bank Account 
No. 1041050017790 – United Bank 
of India, Kohima branch), which is 
solely operated for transaction of 
scholarship funds, it has been found 
out that an amount of INR 1.32 
crore, out of the total balance of INR 
1.49 crore, was utilised for purposes 
other than scholarships.

It revealed that INR 35 lakh was 
utilised as admission fee of three 
candidates belonging to the back-
ward tribes of Nagaland for MBBS 
course and consultancy fee, while 
INR 40.01 lakh was utilised for fare-
well function of retired director, INR 
1.80 lakh for purchase of computers/
laptops, and INR 3.32 lakh diverted 
for salaries of fixed pay employees. 
Detail of utilisation of the remaining 
amount of INR 51.87 lakh was not 
ascertainable, the report stated.

While accepting (July 2017) the 
diversion of scholarship funds, the 
department stated that advances 
were granted to some staff from 
the scholarship fund due to ur-
gent needs (did not mention the 
amount of advance disbursed out 
of scholarship fund but stated that 
INR 6.01 lakh had been recovered 
and deposited to the account). The 
department also stated that INR 6.01 
lakh had been recovered from the 
staff and another INR 18 lakh (out of 
INR 40.01 lakh) was recovered from 
a retired director and the balance 
amount would be recovered from 

him on instalment basis.
The department also stated that 

INR 3.32 lakh, which was utilised for 
payment of salaries of employees, 
had also been recovered though 
no documentary evidence in sup-
port of the recovery of the amount 
was furnished to auditors. It further 
claimed that INR 51.87 lakh had not 
been utilised and the same was lying 
with the department.

The report stated that the re-
sponse of the department is not 
acceptable as the scholarship fund 
cannot be utilised for private func-
tions, payment of admission fees 
and individual needs of the staff. 
It also stated that the claim of the 
department that INR 51.87 lakh 
was not utilised is unacceptable 
as the amount was drawn through 
self-cheques and there was no 
documentary evidence of the said 
amount being remitted to the schol-
arship account. 

The CAG report said that the 
Department of Technical Educa-
tion irregularly diverted scholar-
ship funds amounting to INR 56.12 
lakh, while the unspent amount of 
INR 51.87 lakh was drawn through 
self-cheques and not remitted to 
the scholarship account. It further 
remarked that department should 
lodge FIRs against the concerned 
officials for diversion and suspected 
misappropriation of scholarship 
funds amounting to INR 1.08 crore 
and also refer the matter to the State 
Vigilance Commission for investiga-
tion.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): The urban 
hub of Dimapur is set to experience 
a 3-hour power cut on Saturday 
morning owning to maintenance of 
33 KV line the state’s Power depart-
ment would be undertaking from 
the Nagarjan substation to Metha 
substation. 

A statement from the depart-
ment on Friday informed that the 

power cut would last from 7 am to 
10 am, Saturday. The localities to be 
affected are: Lhomithi colony, Sachu 
colony, Zeliangrong village, west-
yard, Army Supply, Old Daily market, 
Kalibari Road, Sematilla, Hongkong 
market, MP Road, Naga Bazaar, New 
Market, GS Road, Church Road, Cir-
cular Road (Chishi Marketing com-
plex line), NST colony, Station Road, 

Eros Lane, MST Colony, Church 
colony, Notun Bosti Ao Khel, LRC 
Colony, Lake View, Naga Cemetery, 
Island colony, Khermahal, Golaghat 
Road, Niesatuo colony, River Belt, 
Notun Bosti, Supply colony, Nepali 
Bosti, Fellowship colony, Circular 
Road (Holy cross line), Forest colony, 
PWD colony, Residency colony, 
Landmark and Midland.
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A scene from the confrontation between ad hoc teachers and police personnel in Kohima on Friday.

Dimapur NH29 improvement project: 
Nearly INR 370 cr. sanctioned
 57 business establishments, private properties to be affected

PIL filed for free treatment of Hepatitis C patients  Deadlock between ‘aggrieved’ ad hoc teachers and 
govt. continues; meeting scheduled for Sep. 25

Scholarship funds grossly misused 
by officials — CAG report

3-hour blackout in Dimapur’s urban core today 

In the table: The first column represents the position of the struc-
tures. The second column represents a series of structures and the 
third represents the areas to be demarcated. 

Structures and areas to be demarcated along NH 29
Positions: Left hand 

side (LHS) right 
hand side (RHS)

Names/numbers of building Structures/
area to be 

demarcated 

RHS
Hyundai, Silver Spoon, Raj Villa, 
Dimapur TVS, Hyundai, The 
Fitness House, City Ford, Niki 
House and Prime Dental Care

Parking place

LHS Tata mobile showroom, Suzuki 
showroom and RCC shop

Parking place

LHS 2 churches, RC building, and 
some not mentioned 

Boundary wall

RHS Boundary wall, Okinawa 
Scooters Shop and RCC shop

Boundary wall

RHS
M/S Tolo Steel Fabrication Unit, 
Steel fabrication, Steel shop, 
Shop, Hiyam Western Sumi

Veranda

LHS RCC shop and Shop Veranda

LHS
Cherith Centre, Sentimeren 
Memorial Building and M/S RT 
Hardware 

Building

RHS Sobo Steel Works and 
Automobile Workshop 

Building

LHS 3 shops Hillale Steel 
Fabrication

LHS 3 shops Steel 
Fabrication and 
Furniture Unit

RHS 1 shop Galamall shop
RHS 1 shop New Students 

Needs
RHS 7 shops Diamond 

Printers Joy 
Guru Pan Shop

LHS Electrical control room Control room 
(electrical)

RHS 5 shops The Cook Shop
RHS Shop Automobile 

shop
RHS Shop Pan shop
LHS Nursery, Sandal Wood Nursery Nursery farm
RHS Pain Clinic KS Pan Shop
LHS 3 shops Bicycle shop
LHS Prince Medical Shop Pharmacy
RHS Shop Shop
LHS Workshop Shop
LHS 28 shops 6 buildings
RHS 4 shops 2 buildings

(Source: PWD NH)



Chief Secretary launches 
‘Government e-Marketplace’

Students observe Youth 
Voters’ Festival in Wokha
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Lithunglo C Ezung from Don Bosco Higher Secondary School, Wokha, gestures during her presentation at the 
state-level science seminar on Friday in Dimapur.  

From left: Additional Chief Secretary Temjen Toy, Chief Secretary RB Thong and Nirmal Kumar DCEO-GeM SPV, 
government of India.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The state mission on Gov-
ernment e-Marketplace 
( G e M )  w a s  f o r m a l l y 
launched by the chief sec-
retary, Benchilo Thong at 
the Secretariat’s conference 
hall on Kohima on Friday.

According to a DIPR re-
port, Thong informed that 
the workshop was part of 
the nationwide drive from 
September 6 to October 17. 
The GeM, he said, was an 
e- commerce portal hosted 
by the Directorate General 
of Supplies and Disposals.

“Thong appraised (sic) 
that the GeM portal is rap-
idly increasing its business 
since its inception with 
transacted business total-
ling to INR 11,875.80 cr. 
As on date (sic), the GeM 
portal shows that 1,42,194 
sellers and service provid-
ers are registered on the 
portal. 

“He maintained that 
the workshop intends to 
create awareness about 
GeM, its benefits, and to 
bring onboard sellers as 
well as buyers in order to 
avail the benefits of buy-
ing from a portal. For the 
government departments, 

GeM provides a huge ad-
vantage of offering a wide 
range of products and serv-
ices along with the benefits 
of a transparent and easy 
procurement process,” the 
report read. 

He requested all the 
administrative heads and 
heads of departments to 
‘actively consider maxi-
mum utilisation of the ben-
efits offered by the portal so 
that the value of the funds 
placed at their disposal is 
multiplied.’

According to the ad-
ditional chief secretary and 
finance commissioner, 
Temjen Toy, GeM is basi-
cally a procurement pro-
gramme where the entire 
transaction is paperless; 
and in the present system 
where the departments 
have to issue tenders take 
time, the issue of transpar-
ency also comes in. 

He stated that GeM 
will do away with bureauc-
racy of procurement and 
simplify and speed up the 
process of procurement. 
“He also said it was made 
mandatory that procure-
ment for ‘PoshanMaa’ (sic) 
programme in the state has 

to be done through GeM, 
‘by and by the government 
of India is going to insist 
that you should procure 
materials from GeM portal, 
so it is only in our interest 
that we get onboard as soon 
as possible so that we are 
not left behind. The state 
government will be issuing 
the orders to gradually in-
corporate it.’” 

Envisaged by the gov-
ernment of India, GeM 
strives to keep pace with the 
ever-evolving technological 
challenges and stakehold-
er aspirations, the report 
stated. “The GeM portal is 
currently used by almost 
all departments/organisa-
tions of the central govern-
ment. Organisations from 
23 states / UTs are already 
using GeM. 

“Government has made 
procurement of products 
and services available on 
GeM mandatory to all the 
central government min-
istries, departments and 
central government organi-
sations. The General Finan-
cial Rules were amended in 
March 2017 and Rule 149 
introduced in this regard,” 
it informed. 

Tenyimi students in Dimapur 
welcome city bus service   
Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The Tenyimi Students Un-
ion Dimapur has applaud-
ed the Nagaland govern-
ment for introducing the 
Pink Bus service for women 
and City Bus service in Di-
mapur. 

The union issued a 
statement on September 
20 lauding the ‘able leader-
ship’ of the chief minister 
and the government of Na-

galand for their ‘commend-
able service for the stu-
dents community and the 
general public as a whole.’

“It might be pointed out 
that due to escalation of 
petrol prices and auto fares 
(sic) students in particular 
face huge financial bur-
dens. The introduction of 
City Buses will immensely 
benefit all sections of the 
society,” it stated.

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The Election department 
of Wokha district celebrat-
ed youth voters’ festival 
for students of class 9 to 
12 on Friday at the DC’s 
conference hall, Wokha 
on the theme ‘Accessible 
Election.’ 

Students from various 
schools attended the fes-
tival, where they learned 

first-hand information on 
election code of conduct, 
and were acquainted with 
the electoral machineries.

An essay competition 
for senior level (class 11 
and 12) and a slogan writ-
ing competition for junior 
level of class 9 and 10 were 
held. The winners of the 
competitions will be hon-
oured on National Voters’ 
Day, January 25. 

Free hearing tests at Jain 
clinic in Dimapur 
Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The Shree Digambar Jain 
Charitable Clinic in Di-
mapur has announced a 
‘free hearing check-up’ on 
September 28 and 29th 
from 9 am onwards.   

A statement from the 
clinic on Friday informed 
the hearing aids would be 
distributed free of cost to 
the ‘poor and needy pa-
tients.’ “All hearing testing, 
audiologist consultation, 
trial of hearing aids and 
counselling will be done 
absolutely free of cost. All 
children and adults who 
suspect hearing defect are 

most welcome to come for 
the free check up on prior 
appointment only.

“Patients are request-
ed to register their name 
in S D Jain Charitable 
Clinic, Dimapur (03862-
232774) and may con-
tact may kindly contact 
Narendra Pandya, secre-
tary, SD Jain Charitable 
Clinic-9436002161; Kishor 
Gangwal (9436003877) 
a n d  S a n j a y  B i n a y k i a 
(9436008290), joint sec-
retaries, SD Jain Chari-
table Clinic, Dimapur, 
before September 28,” it 
informed.

Stop selling petroleum products 
without permit – DC Zunheboto
Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of Zunheboto, Shanavas 
C has banned sale of pe-
troleum products without 
valid permit or outside the 
designated point of sale/
distribution in Zunheboto 

immediately.
According to a DIPR 

report, the DC has warned 
that ‘random surprise 
checking’ would be con-
ducted from September 
24 and defaulters will be 
penalised.  

Comm. to monitor Shelter 
for Urban Homeless formed 
Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): The Nagaland government has 
formed a state level committee to monitor the progress 
of Shelter for Urban Homeless, a component of National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission.

A DIPR report on Friday named the members of the 
committee as:  
1. Banuo Z Jamir, IAS (Rtd)   : Chairman
2. Secretary, Urban Development
     Department   : Member
3. Dr. Kepelhousie Terhiija, 
     president, Angami Public 
     Organisation   : Member
4. TN Keny, Social Worker  : Member

Mkg. fire victims receive relief money
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung, Sep. 21 (EMN): The deputy 
commissioner of Mokokchung, Sachin 
Jaiswal on Friday gave away relief money 
to those affected by the twin fire incidents 
in Mokokchung town on September 16 
and 17th.

The extra assistant commissioner, 

Trongdiba Tongpi, during a press briefing 
after the disbursement of the relief money, 
informed that a total of INR 5,37,500 were 
given to 12 beneficiaries under Nagaland 
State Disaster Management Authority fund. 

The beneficiaries include ten from 
Sangtemla Ward and one each from Arkong 
and Marepkong Ward.  

NSCN (IM) grateful to ‘Liberation’ 
for placing Naga issue in the UN  
Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) has wel-
comed the recent memo-
randum ‘Protection of In-
digenous Peoples’ Rights 
vis-à-vis the Ongoing 
Indo-Naga Peace Talks’ 
submitted to the United 
Nations General Assem-
bly by a group called the 
Liberation, a non-govern-
mental organisation, on 
September 3. 

A statement from the 
group on Friday stated 

that it welcomes ‘such ini-
tiative taken by some well-
wishers of the Nagas’ to 
raise the Naga issue at the 
international level. “The 
achievement of the Nagas 
so far during its struggle 
for self-determination 
which is a mass move-
ment was never the sole 
achievement of the NSCN 
alone, but the collective 
achievement due to the 
cohesive response of all 
the Nagas. 

“All credits consequent 
to such a bold step taken 
by the Liberation and oth-
ers involved in pushing 
the endeavor of the Nagas 
forward shall go down well 
in the annals of our his-
tory. The NSCN delegates 
also attended the UNPO 
meeting and praised the 
Almighty God for the 
overwhelming support 
received from the well-
wishers of the interna-
tional community,” it read. 

NPF happy with its ‘well-versed 
and well-dressed’ legislators  
Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
has patted its legislators 
on their backs in the after-
math of the just concluded 
second session of the 13th 
House of the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly. 

A statement from the 
party on Friday expressed 
appreciation to its legisla-
tors for what it stated was 
“their well versed argu-
ments articulately with 
facts and figures led by 
the Opposition Leader TR 
Zeliang.”

This, according to the 
party, shows the real spirit 

of democracy that checks 
and balance the function-
ing of the government of 
the day. 

“We also appreciate the 
NPF MLAs who were all 
well dressed, suited to the 
occasion. After all, a prov-
erb says, ‘Clothes make the 
man,’ that means that peo-
ple are judged according to 
the way they are dressed. 
Through their action, we 
have seen what kind of 
leaders they are. 

“We appreciate the re-
constitution of Joint Leg-
islature Forum ( JLF) on 
Naga political issue under 

the chairmanship of the 
Speaker. The Party strongly 
supports the move and 
congratulates the Speaker 
and members and wishes 
them success in their ef-
fort. 

“Meanwhile, it is learnt 
that 50 starred questions 
were submitted to the As-
sembly. However, hardly 25 
questions were accepted 
for reply and discussion in 
the first concluded session 
of the Assembly. We suggest 
that more days are kept for 
more discussion on public 
importance in future,” the 
statement read.  

‘In the next four years, mutual funds 
will only get bigger and better’

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 21: As part 
of its effort to educate and 
help investors in Nagaland 
have better understanding 
of capital markets – more 
so, to educate public about 
the benefits of investing in 
mutual funds – the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board 
of India (Sebi) and the As-
sociation of Mutual Funds 
in India (AMFI) conducted 
a regional seminar on ‘In-
vestor Awareness’ at Hotel 
Acacia in Dimapur on Sep-
tember 21.

 “The main objective 
of Sebi is to protect in-
vestors, regulate markets, 
and develop markets,” the 
regional director of Sebi, 
S Madhusudhanan said 
while adding that Sebi is 
the apex regulatory body 
for finance and capital 
markets and its interme-
diaries in India. 

Sebi is a regulatory 
body that makes the poli-
cies for mutual funds and 
also regulates the industry. 
It lays guidelines for the 
mutual funds to safeguard 
the investors’ interest. 

Madhusudhanan was 

speaking about the roles 
and responsibilities of 
Sebi at the seminar dur-
ing which he stated that 
schemes provided by mu-
tual funds are genuine, 
which operate under the 
regulation of Sebi. 

“For the last 20 years 
we have been doing this 
every day. Mutual funds 
are regulated and if any-
thing happens, you can 
lodge a complaint with 
Sebi,” he maintained.

Madhusudhanan fur-
ther explained that mutual 
funds would not accept 
cash, in which all trans-
actions in the securities 
market are carried out only 
through bank accounts. He 
asserted that in the next 
four to five years, mutual 
funds will only get bigger 
and better. 

Balkrishna Kini, deputy 
chief executive of AMFI, 
enlightened investors 
about mutual funds and 
mentioned that mutual 
funds operate in a scien-
tific manner in which it 
tracks the records of com-
panies, do research, and 
invest in selected stocks 

only.
Stating that savings 

and investments are differ-
ent things, Kini mentioned 
that savings do not grow 
with the rate of inflation 
whereas investments fight 
inflation and provide in-
come whenever needed.

“Always invest in assets 
with your goals in mind. 
Your 30,000 will become 
40,000 in the next five 
years,” Kini said, adding 
that investing in mutual 
funds gives investors a de-
mocratise access to capital 
markets in the country.

“Good sales team, li-
quidity, good regulation, 
background verification, 
and professional manage-
ment among others are the 
reasons why you should 
consider while investing 
in mutual funds,” Kini said.

However, Kini advised 
the investors to read all 
scheme related docu-
ments carefully before in-
vesting in mutual funds. 
“Mutual fund investments 
are subject to market risks, 
read all scheme related 
documents carefully,” he 
asserted.

STATE

Three students selected to represent 
Nagaland at national-level science event

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 21: The 
2018 state-level science 
seminar was held at Gov-
ernment Higher Second-
ary School, Nagarjan in 
Dimapur, on Friday on 
the theme ‘Industrial Rev-
olution 4.0.’

Razouseyi Vese, addi-
tional director of School 
Education, speaking to 
the numerous students 
and teachers that attend-
ed the seminar, informed 
that the event was for 
students from Classes 
8 to class 10 from both 
government and private 
school. 

“The seminar involves 
the targeted students to 
critically examine the 
current issue of impor-
tance for the society and 
share their views with 
their peers and scientific 
communities of the coun-
try for the greater interest 

of the nation,” Vese said.
He said the seminar 

was one of the most ef-
fective and popular na-
tion-wide event which is 
organised by the National 

Council of Science Muse-
ums, Ministry of Culture 
(GOI) in collaboration 
with the education de-
partments across states 
and union territories.

Vese shared the main 
objective of the seminar 
was to inculcate a spirit 
of scientific inquiry and 
analytical thinking in the 
minds of young students. 

He added that the event 
was aimed at providing 
a common platform to 
the budding scientists for 
exchanging ideas and to 
nurture a feeling of na-
tional integration among 
young talents from every 
corner of the country.

Ve s e  a l s o  b r i e f e d 
about the year’s theme 
‘Industrial Revolution 
4.0,’ which was to portray 
the growth of science and 
technology and their ap-
plication in industry for 
the welfare of mankind.

“It is reported that 
only 22% of Indian gradu-
ates are employable due 
to the changing industry 
perspective and therefore 
the youth should equip 
themselves with skills to 
meet the needs of the in-
dustries,” he stated. 

In the presentation 
basing on the theme, Lit-
hunglo C Ezung from Don 

Bosco Higher Second-
ary School, Wokha, was 
declared winner, while 
Neingusa Zatsu from 
Mezhur Higher Second-
ary School, Kohima, and 
Shiddharta Sharma from 
Pranab Vidhyapith High-
er Secondary School, Di-
mapur, were declared 
second and third placed. 

The three students 
will represent the state at 
the national-level science 
seminar scheduled for 
October 5 in Bengaluru’s 
Visvesvaraya Industrial 
and Technological Mu-
seum (VITM). 

The judges for the 
competition were Dr. 
Tarun Kumar Jana, as-
sistant professor from St. 
John’s College; Tiatem-
su (PGT Physics) from 
Greenwood School; and 
Th. Sharatghandra Singh, 
principal of Immanuel 
College, Dimapur.

Visasier Kevichüsa receives Peace Award 

Visasier Kevichüsa with his family members receiving the award from Peace Channel. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 21: “For-
giveness is never to raise 
the past issue, and liv-
ing with unforgiving feel-
ings will be like drinking 
poison; and without for-
giveness we cannot move 
forward. If an individual 
refuse to forgive, how a 
person can claim to be the 
follower of our Almighty?” 
was the message con-
veyed by peace award re-
cipient Visasier Kevichüsa 
at the 11th Peace Knit fest 
2018 on September 21 at 
Town Hall, Dimapur. 

The occasion coin-
cided with the foundation 
day of Peace Channel. 
Kevichüsa was conferred 
Peace Award 2018 by 
Peace Channel for his 
contribution in working 
and promoting recon-
ciliation in Nagaland and 
Northeast region. The 
event was jointly organ-
ised by Peace Channel in 
collaboration with Peo-
ple’s Forum for Peace, 
North East Diocesan So-

cial Service Society, North 
East Institute of Social 
Sciences and Research 
and DAN on the theme 
“Transformed to trans-
form”. 

“If our memory of the 
past is greater than our 
future than we are dying,” 
underscored Kevichü-
sa. Receiving the award, 

Kevichüsa remarked that 
the absence of peace was 
costly. 

Guest of honour and 
Bishop of Kohima Dio-
cese, Rev. Fr. James Tho-
mas Thoppil, in his ad-
dress said, ‘to have peace, 
one has to be prepared 
for war.’ The term ‘war’ he 
was referring to the fight 

for peace within oneself: 
fighting own prejudice, 
hatred and selfishness. 
Peace can be brought 
from within and not out-
side, he remarked.  

Specia l  guest  and 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel, asserted “unless we 
promote peace, stabil-

ity is a concern. After we 
engage ourselves in lots of 
wars, then only we reflect 
that peace was not only 
important but indispen-
sable.”

“ I n n e r  a n d  o u t e r 
peace both are impor-
tant because when we 
don’t have inner peace it 
is difficult to spread the 
message of peace. There 
are a lot of absences of 
peace in society but when 
there is injustice in the 
society peace disappears 
and therefore resources 
should be shared equally 
in a society”, the DC said 
while affirming that the 
state requires peace mes-
sengers who can sow the 
path of peace. 

Di re c t o r  o f  Pe a c e 
Channel Dr. Fr. CP Anto, 
in his welcome address, 
queried if there was any 
funding from the state 
government for peace. In 
this context, he suggested 
the state government to 
introduce peace educa-
tion. 
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The participants of an inter-college debate at Sazolie College in Kohima with the judges on Friday. 

STATE

Naga political issue in the Assembly: ‘No 
compromise to unique history and rights’   

Student from Tetso College wins inter-college debate competition Experts suggest systematic study 
to mitigate landslides in Nagaland 

DGM’s 38th State Geological 
Programming Board meeting

• On centenary year, Rio pays glowing tribute to founders of Naga Club; acknowledges their feat of placing Naga aspiration 
for the first time ‘in black in white’ 

• Legislators, cutting across party lines, agree on the need to bring those groups not included in the ongoing Indo-Naga 
talks to negotiating table  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
Discussion on the pro-
tracted Naga political issue 
dominated the last day of 
the second session of the 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) in Kohima 
on Thursday. 

Members from both 
the treasury and opposi-
tion benches shared their 
opinions and concerns on 
the developments towards 
the settlement of the Indo-
Naga political problem. 

Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio who initiated the dis-
cussion stated that the 
Naga political struggle was 
one that has been marred 
by violence and bloodshed, 
where many precious lives 
have been lost. He said 
the indomitable spirit of 
the Nagas to be free from 
any outside occupation 
gave rise to the fight for 
sovereignty and instilled 
a mass aspiration to live 
together as one family. The 
chief minister recalled the 
contributions of the Naga 
Club, which was formed 
in 1918 and had submit-
ted a memorandum to the 
Simon Commission on 
January 10, 1929 assert-
ing the rights of the Nagas 
and their desire for self-
determination. Stating that 
2018 is the centenary year 
of the Naga Club, he paid 
due tributes to the found-
ers of the club for placing 
on record the aspirations of 
the Naga people “in black 
and white” for the first time 
in history. 

While highlighting the 
significant past events in 
the history of the Naga 
struggle, Rio also acknowl-
edged that the NLA has in 
the past, passed five resolu-
tions on the integration of 
all contiguous Naga inhab-
ited areas. He said the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) had placed the Naga 
political issue at the top of 
its agenda and as such, the 
Political Affairs Committee 
of the PDA and the elected 
members of the PDA held a 
consultative meeting with 
all the Naga tribe hohos on 
May 11 last in Kohima. He 
expressed hope that this 
would strengthen the col-
lective voice of the Nagas. 

Despite political dif-
ferences, he reminded the 
members, it is their bound-
en duty as representatives 
of the people to come to-
gether and facilitate for an 
early solution to achieve 
the mass aspiration of the 
Naga people to live as one 
people in cohesion and in 
harmony with each other.

The leader of the house 
appealed to all Naga, ir-
respective of political af-
filiation, tribe or any other 
association, to join hands 
with one another and with 
the JLF so that together, 
they can forge ahead 
into the future without 
any ‘compromise on our 
unique history, culture, 
traditions, political and 
democratic rights’.

Also participating in 
the discussion, BJP legisla-
tor Mmhonlumo Kikon 

said the paradigm that de-
fines the step towards the 
solution should now look 
on the need of the people 
as ‘times have changed’. He 
impressed upon the mem-
bers that the future of the 
present generation is dif-
ferent today, and therefore, 
solution is not only about 
negotiation of political 
rights but where economic 
rights is duly facilitated as 
well.

Kikon said the creativ-
ity and contributions of the 
newly reconstituted Joint 
Legislators’ Forum (JLF) on 
Naga political issue should 
be towards enabling facili-
tation towards the right di-
rection and lead towards a 
solution that will not divide 
the Nagas further. 

The lone JD  legisla-
tor, G Kaito Aye stressed 
on the need to strengthen 
the peace process for a 
solution and stated that it 
was time for all the politi-
cal leaders, irrespective of 
party affiliation to come 
and forge together, and 
consolidate efforts towards 
taking responsibility for 
an early solution. He also 
strongly asserted that no 
one should be allowed to 
sabotage the process.

Advisor Imnatiba said 
legislators were not po-
litical scientists neither 
national workers so they 
could not be too idealistic 
and at the same time be 
too realistic that they can-
not look beyond the given 
situation. However, he said 
as politicians, they could 

and should act as a prag-
matic bridge for a smooth 
transition.

Minister Tongpang 
Ozukum pointed out that 
due to the imposed bound-
aries, government, and 
rule on the Naga people, 
the aspiration of the Nagas 
to live under one admin-
istrative roof was yet to 
become a reality. While 
insisting that Naga integra-
tion must be an integral 
part and an instrument of 
political settlement, Ozu-
kum also asserted that as 
Nagas await for solution 
they must understand that 
this is not the time to point 
fingers towards each other, 
nor the time to criticise 
one another or pull each 
other down, but to come 
together in unity.

Opposition MLA CL 
John was of the view that 
since it was the govern-
ment of India that ‘forceful-
ly divided’ the Naga people 
in 1963 by geographically 
separating the people into 
two countries (India and 
Myanmar) and four states 
in India without consult-
ing them, it (government 
of India) should take the 
task to unite the Nagas. He 
also put out a word of cau-
tion that as representatives 
of the people, legislators 
should not, in any way, 
make the mistake of saying 
that Naga integration is not 
possible.

John urged upon the 
JLF to renew the mission 
to approach the NSCN  and 
the Naga National Council 

(NNC) to come to the ne-
gotiating table as well.

N P F  M L A  Y i t a c h u 
shared his view that Na-
gas have witnessed many 
agreements, and now it 
was time to ponder how 
the government of India 
had responded to the Naga 
pursuit for their legitimate 
historical rights. He said 
a settlement was awaited 
based on the ‘Framework 
Agreement’ of August 3, 
2015, while reminding 
that the previous JLF had 
pressed for ‘solution first, 
election later’ but the rep-
resentatives of the party 
who is in power at the cen-
tre had advocated the slo-
gan ‘election for solution’, 
and now they should keep 
their word.

For MLA Kuzholuzo 
Nienu, the goal of the Naga 
people was not less than 
sovereignty and though the 
Naga society was shredded 
into divisions, the Naga 
political issue was the only 
thing that binds the Naga 
together. He expressed 
concern that many state-
ments were being made 
from different quarters, 
confusing the people. With 
the government of India 
having talks with the NSCN 
(IM) and the six NNPGs 
separately, he voiced ap-
prehension how it was go-
ing to bring the issue to a 
‘logical conclusion’.

MLA Vikheho observed 
that when an issue con-
cerning a people gets pro-
longed, communication 
breaks down, divisions oc-

cur, numbers come to mat-
ter over principles and psy-
chological warfare begins. 
He felt that a meaningful 
dialogue among the Naga, 
tribes, groups, NGOs and 
neighbours was needed for 
achieving a solution.

Leader of opposition 
TR Zeliang in his remark, 
said that the Naga political 
issue has dominated the 
political discourse of the 
Nagas as well as political 
agendas and manifestoes 
of various political parties 
in Nagaland during the last 
seven decades. He however 
stated that the matter of 
integration would be best 
left to the negotiating par-
ties. While endorsing the 
new resolution of the NLA, 
Zeliang appealed to all the 
elected members to be 
united towards the Naga 
political issue as he felt 
only unity can only bring 
permanent peace.

Imkong L Imchen in his 
address said the JLF was 
constituted without party 
lines for a common cause 
under the chairmanship 
of the speaker, therefore 
it should be termed as an 
assembly resolution. He 
said Nagas are emotionally 
united but politically sepa-
rated through manmade 
boundaries.

He said Naga political 
groups are not on talk-
ing terms amongst them-
selves, leaving aside NSCN 
, but all of them are in talks 
with the government of In-
dia. He further opined that 
more disunity would crop 

up in the future thereby 
prolonging the attainment 
of our common goal.

He also quipped that 
Naga issue was becoming 
more complex with every 
passing day and therefore 
all the 60 elected members 
should put their heads to-
gether transcending politi-
cal party lines and work for 
a permanent solution at 
the earliest.

Toshi wungtung said 
that it is very relevant and 
inherent to state that Nagas 
are all geographical prison-
ers and victims of the co-
lonial invaders, the British 
and the Indians.

He added that our 
destiny has been already 
shaped but circumstances 
led to the present scenario 
but we must not give up 
our birthright to live as one 
entity without artificial 
boundaries and borders 
sketched by other coloni-
als.

Pohwang Konyak in his 
speech said that the twen-
ty-one years of talk about 
Naga solution after the 
ceasefire was signed has 
confused everyone. Look-
ing back at history, he stat-
ed, the 16-point agreement 
was inked with the blood 
of the Nagas which birthed 
article 371(A) which we are 
yet to wholly implement 
or utilise, thereby render-
ing it a mockery. He also 
lamented that that when 
Naga civil societies are also 
divided, leaving aside the 
various Naga underground 
organisations, we are not 

in a capacity to talk about 
Naga solution. He also re-
quested the house to reach 
out to NSCN  and try to 
bring them under the ne-
gotiating table for ceasefire 
after all it is the Nagas who 
are suffering and carrying 
this burden together.

Temjen Imna Along 
in his speech said that the 
JLF was the right platform 
to speak and voice out the 
concerns of the people and 
leaders alike. He asked the 
House to be united, leav-
ing aside one’s political 
affiliations and personal 
differences for the com-
mon good of the Nagas.

Muthingnyuba Sang-
tam in his address said 
as long as tribalism, dis-
crimination and nepotism 
exist in our society, Nagas’ 
common dream for unity 
would remain distant. 

He said Nagas should 
first try to ‘exile those moral 
weaknesses’ before striving 
forward on the path of a 
common and united solu-
tion for all.

During the session, the 
House passed the Naga-
land Goods and Services 
Tax (Amendment) Bill 
2018. Chief Minister Rio 
also presented the Report 
of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) of 
India in the House.

The Second Session 
of the 13th Assembly was 
adjourned sine die by 
the NLA Speaker Vikho-o 
Yhoshü after the trans-
action of all the business 
listed for the sitting.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): Rising 
above twenty competitors rep-
resenting various colleges from 
across the state, Khyochamo 
Yanthan of Tetso College won 
the 13th inter-collegiate debate 
competition on, ‘Smartphones 
are making us smarter’, at Sazo-
lie College in Kohima. 

The speakers for the mo-
tion defended that smart-
phones have made life easier 
and more convenient. From 
payment of bills to online 
shopping and accessing 

healthcare services, every-
thing seems to be in our fin-
gertips, they opined. They 
stated that much information 
could be obtained from the 
internet through smartphones 
that people at present do not 
even need formal trainings 
to develop their skills. Smart 
phones have also brought to-
gether and connected people 
from different cultures. It has 
transformed the world and ‘life 
is in our pocket,’ they asserted.

Speakers from the opposi-
tion bench however disagreed 

and stated that excessive use 
of smartphones has created 
health hazards like insomnia, 
hallucinations, abnormal ob-
sessions and bizarre behaviour. 
It has reduced creativity and 
IQ. It has taken away ability to 
analyse, think clearly and do 
even simple calculations, they 
refuted. 

Excessive use of smart-
phones might even be en-
couraging people to engage 
in anti-social and unwanted 
behaviours, they added. They 
also opined that Smartphones 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 21: Even as Na-
galand has witnessed unprec-
edented occurrence of land-
slides in the recent months, 
a geologist, David Lhoupenyi 
Koza has suggested carrying out 
systematic study on both the 
earth surface and sub-surface 
in order to prevent and mitigate 
such incidents.  

Koza was speaking to East-
ern Mirror exclusively on the 
topic ‘survey and mitigation 
of landslides’ at the 38th State 
Geological Programming Board 
(SGPB) meeting organised by 
the Directorate of Geology and 
Mining (DGM on September 21 
in Dimapur.  

The geologist said that land-
slides are slow in nature as it is a 
matter of water working inside 
for so many years. It is not easy 
for landslide to happen in two to 
three years, but once released, it 
will go down for next the 30 to 40 
years, he explained.

“Things should have been 
taken care of two to three years 
back. Had we taken prepara-

tory measures or studied the 
issue beforehand, we could have 
solved the problem. But, we did 
not take care of it in advance,” 
Koza pointed out. 

He also highlighted about 
the financial constraints and 
said: “We don’t want to spend 
INR 15 to 20 lakh on a land-
slide because we think it is a big 
amount. But, if we are to study 
major slides, we have to invest 
that much. The provision we 
have is usually INR 1 to 2 lakh, 
and with that allotment, nothing 
much can be done.”

Although there is no con-
crete plan yet, Koza added that 
he is looking forward to central 
assistance particularly that of 
a collaborative work with the 
Geological Survey of India (GSI).

DGM joint  director,  S 
Manen, spoke on groundwater 
scenario in Nagaland. He said 
90% of Dimapur’s population 
depends on groundwater. He 
said an average of 29790 ring-
wells including that of the de-
partment and private were dug 
in Dimapur alone, followed by 

Kohima with an average of 130. 
Mon has the least number of 
ring-wells with an average of 
five, he informed. 

He also mentioned about the 
ongoing activities by the depart-
ment. It included groundwater 
exploration on exploratory and 
deposit, artificial recharge of 
groundwater, studies and site 
selection feasibility, hydro-geo-
logical mapping, monitoring of 
groundwater levels, and censur-
ing of groundwater structures.

The Central Ground Water 
Board (CGWB) North Eastern 
Region (NER), Guwahati, pre-
sented a review of works done 
during 2018-19. It updated that 
the groundwater resource es-
timation (GWRE) as on March 
2017 by GEC 2015 methodology 
(new methodology) for the state 
of Nagaland is in the final stage.

It further informed that the 
works carried out during 2017-
18 under NAQUIM studies have 
been completed in seven dis-
tricts including Dimapur, Kohi-
ma, Phek, Wokha, Mokokchung, 
Zunheboto, and Tuensang. Be-
sides, it also conducted other 
activities such as ground water 
regime monitoring and assess-
ment, training programme, 
national hydrology project etc.
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may be connecting people but 
many have lost the ability to 
connect with others on a per-
sonal level in the real world.

The critic and the judges 
gave their feedback after the 
debate. On the pros and cons 
of smartphones, they all com-
mented that smartphones 
have so many good things to 
offer, however, it all depends 
on the users, whether it is used 
wisely to make lives more ef-
fective and smarter, or abuse it 
and reduce the quality of lives. 

Participants speaking 
against the motion acquired 
1852 points and won the de-
bate, whereas the speakers for 
the motion could garner 1789 
points. 

The first position was 
bagged by Khyochamo Yan-
than of Tetso College, while 
Viketono Jacika of Sazolie 
College and Neipukhrienuo 
Pienyü of Baptist College 
were tied in second position.  
Tokhuo Humtsoe of Eastern 
College got the third position.

The critic for the event was 
Likok Sangtam, a documen-
tary filmmaker. The judges 
were Arep Tzüdir, youth pastor 
at Kohima Ao Baptist Church; 
Theja Meru, entrepreneur and 
musician; and Tongpang L 
Jamir, a lawyer.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1944SUD0KU 1784
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1943

ACROSS
1. Regulates the food 

industry
5. North-central Indian city
9. Blat
12. Overlay with wood
13. Appear
14. A close-sleeved linen 

liturgical vestment
15.	 American	National	

Standards	Institute
16. Geological vein angle
17. Self-Addressed Envelope
18. Don’t know when yet
20.	 Provided	a	financial	

incentive
22. An obvious truth
25. At a distance
26. Belonging to us
27. Walls
32. 70s Swedish rock group
34. Computer network
35. Weapon
36. Reported on
39.	 A	thick	flat	pad	used	as	a	

floor	covering
40. A child’s game
41.	 An	isotonic	solution	of	

sodium chloride and 
distilled	water

43. Humbling
47. Former CBS anchorman 

___ Rather
48. Express pleasure
49. The land of Israel
51.	 Partiality
54. Vietnamese currency 

unit
55. English college
56. Beige
57. Clever
58. Auld lang ____
59.	 Scientific	workplaces

DOWN
1. Fiddler crabs
2. Small Japanese 

monetary unit
3. Irritates or annoys
4. Defense
5.	 Remains	of	a	fire
6. Landing or football 

____
7. Explains again
8. Rhizopods
9.	 Woody	fiber

10. Wings
11. In bed 
19. Cobra used by 

the Pharaohs as a 
symbol

21.	 A	semitic	people
22. Any of various 

tailless stout-
bodied amphibians

23. Yokel
24. Slander or 

malevolence

28. A breed of dogs 
(abbrev.)

29. A Caribbean island 
country

30. Style or grace
31.	 Satiate
33. Portrays 
37. Pay increases
38. Male parent
42. Marker or tag
43. Sounds of pleasure
44.	 Semitic	fertility	

god
45.	 Hail	(nautical)
46. Thug (slang)
50. The compass point 

that is midway 
between north 
and northeast

52.	 Association	
of	Retired	
Businessmen

53.	Prefix	indicating	
beneath or lesser

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1783

80 Manipur University students arrested; Ibobi 
appeals unconditional release of students

Gauhati HC asks owner of 
‘Super 30’ to reply to PIL

PPA suffers blow in Arunachal after 2 more MLAs join Congress

NEWS IN BRIEF
PM Modi to inaugurate 
Sikkim Airport on Sep. 24
Gangtok, Sep. 21 (PTI): Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will inaugurate the Pakyong Airport 
in Sikkim on Sep.24, officials said Friday. The 
Prime Minister will address a public meeting at 
St. Xavier’s School ground in Pakyong after in-
augurating the state’s first airport, the officials 
said. The Prime Minister is scheduled to arrive 
at the Bagdogra airport at 4:10 pm on Sep. 23 af-
ter which he will board a helicopter from there 
to fly to Gangtok, the officials said. The Prime 
Minister will be received by the Governor of 
Sikkim Ganga Prasad and state Chief Minister 
Pawan Kumar Chamling after his arrival in the 
state, the officials said. The programme at the 
airport will begin at around 10 am on Sep. 24, 
and then the PM will address the people at 
10.30 am at the St Xavier’s School ground.

Six electrocuted in Assam
Guwahati, Sep. 21 (IANS): Six people were elec-
trocuted in Assam’s Nagaon district on Friday, 
police said. The incident took place at a fishery 
in Khatowal area. “The victims were killed im-
mediately as a high voltage electric wire was 
in the fishery which might have fallen in it the 
previous day. The electricity board officials 
however, did not disconnect the electricity, 
which led to the incident,” a police officer said. 
Following the incident, an angry mob vandal-
ised the residence of an employee of the elec-
tricity board holding him responsible. Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has ordered 
a probe into the incident and asked Power 
Minister Tapan Kumar Gogoi to visit the place.

Manipur CM to launch 
‘Pradhan Mantri Jan  
Arogya Yojana’
Imphal, Sep. 21 (EMN): Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh will launch the ‘Pradhan 
Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana’ a special health 
scheme for the poor on Sep. 23, in Imphal. 
The programme will be launched nation-
wide by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on the same day. Family Welfare Minister 
Langpoklakpam Jayentakumar Singh said 
that introduction of the new scheme will be a 
landmark in the health sector of the country. 
Around thirty numbers of health and well-
ness centres have been opened in Imphal 
West, Thoubal,Churachandpur and Chandel 
districts with the objective to promote public 
health and their well being. 

Mizoram’s first int’l short 
film festival inaugurated
Aizawl, Sep. 21 (PTI): The first-ever Mizoram 
International Short Film Festival (MISFF) was 
inaugurated Thursday with the screening 
Gulshan Grover’s internationally acclaimed 
short film ‘Forbidden’. The festival was inau-
gurated by Chief Minister Lal Thanhawla at the 
iconic Aijal Club in Aizawl, a Mizoram govern-
ment press release said Friday. Internation-
ally acclaimed Bollywood superstar Gulshan 
Grover, National Award Winning Director 
Umesh Shukla, renowned Actress cum script 
writer Puja Ballutia and the curator of MISFF 
Captain Rahul Bali and a number of well-
known personalities from across India and the 
world attended the function, the release said.

NRL pays total dividend of 
INR 168.01 crore to Assam 
government
Guwahati, Sep. 21 (PTI): Numaligarh Refinery 
Limited (NRL) has paid a total dividend of 
Rs 168.01 crore to Assam government for the 
financial year 2017-18 on Friday. The final divi-
dend cheque of INR 22.71 crore was handed 
over to Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal by 
NRL Managing Director S K Barua in presence 
of Directors and senior officials of the compa-
ny, a company release said here. This dividend 
is against its equity shareholding of 12.35 per 
cent in the company and is in addition to the 
interim dividend of Rs 145.31 crore handed 
over to the state government in 2017-18.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
Eighty students and six 
professors of the Manipur 
University were arrested af-
ter police stormed the boys 
hostel early on Friday Sep. 
21, following a complaint 
lodged by the Vice Chancel-
lor’s office.

According to inspectors 
general of Police S Kailun 
and Clay Khongsai, the 
police entered the campus 
at midnight on the basis of 
a complaint by Vice Chan-
cellor K Yugindro saying 
that on Thursday he was 
prevented from taking 
charge. He alleged that he 
was detained and forced to 
sign a note of apology for 
disturbing the peace in the 
university campus when he 
along with some officials 
went to campus on Sep. 
20 to take charge of VC, the 
police officers said.

Earlier, Vice Chancel-
lor Adya Prasad Pandey 
handed over the charge of 
Pro-Vice Chancellor to Prof. 
Yugindro a day after he was 
put under suspension by 
HRD Ministry on Sep. 17. 
Subsequently, the ministry 
through an official order 
signed by Under Secretary 

Vijay Kumar without nam-
ing anyone directed the 
Pro-VC to hold the charge 
of office of vice chancellor 
of the university on Sep. 19.

“The students who were 
picked up for verification 
during the search which 
was taken up with a written 
permission of Vice Chan-

cellor of the University and 
also in presence of execu-
tive magistrate at about 2 
am of Friday, will be veri-
fied and those who are not 
involved in the case will be 
released after the verifica-
tion,” the police officers 
told reporters.

The police action trig-

gered massive protests by 
the students leading to 
scuffles that prompted the 
police to fire several rounds 
of tear gas shells to disperse 
the crowd.

Amar Yunan, a profes-
sor, said some students 
sustained injuries and were 
bleeding. 

Manipur University has 
been gripped by unrest for 
the last few months fol-
lowing agitation by the stu-
dents and teachers of the 
university demanding re-
moval of the Vice Chancel-
lor Adya Pandey on charges 
of irregularities. 

The university was shut 

for 85 days. Normalcy re-
turned earlier in September 
when a fact-finding com-
mittee was set up to look 
into the charges against 
Pandey, who has been ac-
cused of being involved in 
financial and administra-
tive irregularities.

Pandey, who has denied 
the charges, was suspended 
on September 17.

Vice Chancellor in-
charge Yugindro took 
charge on Friday after he 
was forced to resign on 
Thursday by some teachers 
and students.

Internet services have 
been suspended in Ma-
nipur for the next five days.

Meanwhile, condemn-
ing the incident, the former 
chief minister and CLP 
leader O Ibobi said that the 
Congress will not remain as 
a silent spectator. 

Ibibo has appealed un-
conditional release of the 
arrested students.

The students staying at 
the Boy’s hostel expressed 
unhappiness over the inci-
dent saying that the unrest 
situation in the university 
campus has been disturbed 
their preparing for the ongo-
ing semester examination. 

Guwahati, Sep. 21 (PTI): The Gau-
hati High Court Friday issued a 
notice to Anand Kumar, founder of 
the educational programme ‘Super 
30’, to reply to a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) filed by four students 
of IIT-Guwahati.

The high court also issued a 
notice to former Bihar director 
general of police (DGP) Abhiya-
nand who had co-founded ‘Super 
30’ in 2002.

A division bench of the high 
court, comprising Acting Chief 
Justice Arup Kumar Goswami 
and Justice Ajit Borthakur, issued 
the notice to Anand Kumar and 
directed him to reply to the allega-
tions made in the PIL.

Senior advocate Ashok Saraf, 
appearing for the four IIT students, 
submitted before the court that 
“Because of the wrong projection 
given by Anand Kumar each year 
a large number of students from 
the northeast and other parts of 
the country approach him with full 
faith and hope that Anand Kumar, 
who seems to be an IIT Baba, will 
help them in qualifying the IIT 
entrance exam.” 

“But after reaching there, 
Anand Kumar made the students 
take admission in his coaching in-
stitute namely Ramanujam School 
of Mathematics by charging Rs 
33,000 per student in the name of 
teaching them,” Saraf said.

Amit Goyal, who is the advo-
cate-on-record for the petitioners, 
said it is mentioned in the PIL that 
“Most of the time, Anand Kumar 
travels to different places in the 
country and outside India. He does 
not devote sufficient time to the 

IIT aspirants who took admission 
in Ramanujam School of Math-
ematics.” 

“On being inquired by the four 
IIT-G students it is revealed that af-
ter 2008, Anand Kumar is not run-
ning any so called ‘Super 30’ class-
es. Whenever, IIT entrance exam 
results are announced, Anand 
Kumar appears before media with 
some of the students of Ramanu-
jam School of Mathematics and 
other students claiming that they 
are Super 30 students and have 
qualified in the IIT entrance exam,” 
Goyal said.

Saraf submitted before the 
court that the false propaganda 
created by Anand Kumar is not only 
cheating the IIT aspirants and their 
guardians but also others.

“Wrong information has been 
uploaded by Wikipedia in its web-
site in an unedited version and 
the same is also published by a 
national newspaper and it is eas-
ily available in the social media,” 
Goyal said.

According to the petition, 
this year too, Anand Kumar had 
claimed that 26 out of 30 students 
from his ‘Super 30’ group had 
cleared the IIT entrance exam.

“But till now, he has not dis-
closed the names of the 26 students 
who had qualified for the IIT en-
trance,” he said.

After hearing the petitioners, 
the high court issued the notice to 
Anand Kumar and former Bihar 
DGP Abhiyanand, the co-founder 
of ‘Super 30’.

The matter will be taken up by 
the high court after eight weeks for 
further orders.

Drug-free Tripura: Security agencies 
seize drugs worth INR 33 cr.
Agartala, Sep. 21 (IANS): In line 
with the government’s mission to 
make Tripura a “drug-free state”, 
various security agencies in the 
last six months have seized huge 
quantities of several drugs valued 
at INR 33 crore, officials said here 
on Friday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
during a meeting with Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb 
in New Delhi on Thursday appreci-
ated the state government’s all-out 
efforts to curb the drugs menace.

“In the past six months, differ-
ent security agencies have seized 
45,000 kg of dry cannabis (ganja), 
1.70 crore ganja plants, 88,000 
bottles of various types of cough 
syrups, 1.48 lakh habit-forming 
tablets, 2,626 grams of brown sugar 
and heroin in Tripura,” an official 
of the revenue department said.

He said the market value of 
these drugs would be around Rs 
33 crore.

“The cough syrup is mostly 
consumed by the youngsters in 

adjoining Bangladesh for its ad-
dictive quality. The codeine-laced 
cough syrup is consumed there in 
large quantities, against the recom-
mended small doses, to get a kick.

“With the consumption of 
alcohol prohibited in Bangladesh, 
different brands of addictive cough 
syrups have been on the rise. Dha-
ka had earlier urged New Delhi to 
ban the drug that is manufactured 
in India,” the official said.

In view of the commitment of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
led government to crackdown on 
the illegal trade in drugs and the 
instructions of the Chief Minister, 
who also holds the home portfolio, 
the Tripura Police, Tripura State 
Rifles (TSR), Border Security Force 
(BSF) and Directorate Revenue In-
telligence (DRI) either separately or 
sometimes jointly conducted raids 
to seize the drugs, mostly during 
the smuggling to Bangladesh.

During the past six months, 
271 cases were registered and 253 
people arrested during the seizure 

of drugs, the official said.
According to different intelli-

gence agencies, the various types 
of habit-forming tablets are being 
smuggled to northeastern states 
from Myanmar, which shares 
1,643 km border with Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Manipur and Arunach-
al Pradesh.

Another official of the Tripura 
Chief Minister’s secretariat said 
that Deb during his meeting with 
the Prime Minister apprised him 
that the state government had 
undertaken alternative source of 
livelihood in the areas under can-
nabis cultivation with the involve-
ment of Forest, Agriculture, Hor-
ticulture and Animal Husbandry 
departments.

“The Prime Minister lauded 
the efforts of the Chief Minister to 
deal with the illegal activities and 
assured full support of the central 
government to the state govern-
ment’s ‘Nasha Mukt Tripura’ (drug 
free Tripura) campaign,” the of-
ficial said. 

Itanagar, Sep. 21 (PTI): In a ma-
jor setback to the People’s Party 
of Arunachal (PPA), the lone 
regional party in the state, its last 
two MLAs have joined the Con-
gress before the assembly polls 
due next year.

PPA MLAs Takam Pario and 
Markio Tado joined Congress on 
Thursday, an Assembly notifica-
tion said here Friday.

With all its MLAs moving out, 
the PPA has no representatives 

in the Arunachal Assembly any-
more, while Congress now has 
three MLAs in the Assembly.

Speaker T Norbu Thongdok 
accepted the switch over un-
der Rule 4 of the Members of 
Arunachal Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly (Disqualification on 
Ground of Defection) Rules, 1987 
and issued a notification regard-
ing it on Thursday.

Earlier, seven out of the total 
nine PPA MLAs had joined the 

National People’s Party(NPP) on 
July 16 this year.

This allowed the NPP, a con-
stituent of BJP-led North East 
Democratic Alliance (NEDA), to 
have members in the Assembly 
for the first time.

The ruling BJP now has 48 
MLAs in the 60-member house.

There are also two independ-
ent MLAs. They are associate 
members of the ruling BJP gov-
ernment.

A picture of the Manipur University main gate on Friday.
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BUSINESS

‘RBI unlikely to hike 
repo rate in Oct. 
despite weak INR’

Petrol continues to climb, 
diesel prices unchanged

World Bank commits USD 25-
30 bn for India’s transition to 
high middle-income country

Rupee at two-week high, 
gains 53 paise in early trade

Mumbai, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
Weakness in the rupee 
does not offer a sufficient 
alibi for a rate hike and the 
Reserve Bank may go for 
a status quo at the policy 
review next month, a Japa-
nese brokerage said Friday.

The markets have 
priced in tightening as 
well, but it is unlikely to 
materialise, Nomura said 
in a report.

“Because of the RBIs 
inflation-targeting man-
date, currency weakness 
in itself may not provide 
a sufficiently strong argu-
ment for rate hikes,” its 
economists said.

It added that the Au-
gust inflation data release 
has also surprised on the 
downside, with headline 
CPI inflation moderating 
to 3.7 per cent from 4.2 per 
cent in July.

The economists gave a 
60 per cent probability for 

RBI staying on hold, they 
said, adding that “one can-
not rule out” a hike on cur-
rency weakness and higher 
oil prices.

Unlike in 2013 round of 
rupee depreciation, which 
was driven by “idiosyncrat-
ic factors”, the troubles for 
the rupee are driven largely 
by global factors in the cur-
rent round, it said.

“With currency weak-
ness largely driven by glo-
bal factors and the real rate 
cushion already quite high 
in India, monetary tight-
ening is not necessarily an 
effective instrument for 
limiting currency depre-
ciation,” they said.

It can be noted that 
the rupee has shed over 12 
per cent this year against 
the dollar to be one of the 
weakest currencies. Simul-
taneously, crude oil prices 
are also shooting up, only 
aggravating the pain. 

New Delhi, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Petrol prices in Mumbai 
inched up to the psycho-
logical Rs 90 a litre-mark 
and sold at Rs 89.69 in the 
country’s financial capi-
tal on Friday, even as the 
fuel climbed to fresh highs 
across the four metros, 
while diesel rates were un-
changed for the third con-
secutive day.

In the national capital, 
petrol was sold at Rs 82.32 
per litre, up from Rs 82.22 
per litre on Thursday, data 
on the Indian Oil Corp’s 
website showed.

In the other key cities of 
Kolkata and Chennai, the 
fuel was priced on Friday 
at Rs 84.16 and Rs 85.58 per 
litre, respectively, up from 
Rs 84.07 and Rs 85.48 per 
litre. The cost of transpor-
tation fuel has been on the 
rise since August 1, largely 
because of high crude oil 
prices and a falling rupee. 
Depreciation in the Indian 
rupee against the US dollar 
makes the import of crude 
oil expensive as transac-
tion is done in dollars.

Inflationary risks along 
with broadly negative glo-
bal cues depressed the In-
dian rupee to a new low of 
72.91 against the US dollar 
on Tuesday.

Prices of the other key 

transportation fuel, diesel, 
however, was unchanged 
on Friday for the third day 
in a row.

Diesel prices in Delhi, 
Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai were unchanged 
at Rs 73.87, Rs 75.72, Rs 
78.42 and Rs 78.10 per litre, 
respectively.

Sector experts feel that 
high excise duty in the 
country also aided the high 
prices.

Cost of the fuel in all 
the key cities except Kolka-
ta are at their record levels. 
The all-time high price of 
diesel in the West Bengal 
capital was Rs 75.82, re-
corded on September 11.

Earlier this week, the 
West Bengal government 
reduced the excise on pet-
rol and diesel by Re 1 per 
litre each.

The Karnataka govern-
ment also announced on 
Monday that petrol and 
diesel would be cheaper 
by Rs 2 per litre each across 
the state from Tuesday fol-
lowing the reduction in 
cess on these fuels. 

As per the country’s 
pricing mechanism, the 
domestic fuel prices de-
pend upon the interna-
tional fuel prices on a 15-
day average and the value 
of the rupee.

New Delhi, Sep. 21 (IANS): The World Bank Group (WBG) 
on Friday approved its largest country program for India 
with a likely assistance of $25-30 billion by fiscal 2021-
22 to help India’s transition to a higher middle-income 
country.

“With a fast growing economy, global stature, and its 
unique experience of lifting the highest number of poor 
out of poverty in the past decades, India is well-positioned 
to become a high middle-income country by 2030,” World 
Bank South Asia Vice President Hartwig Schafer said.

The WBG Board endorsed a new Country Partnership 
Framework (CPF) for India aimed at supporting India’s 
transition by addressing its key development priorities -- 
resource efficient and inclusive growth, job creation and 
building its human capital. “The Group expects to deliver 
$25-30 billion during this CPF period, ending in FY 2022,” 
the multilateral lending agency said in a statement. 

Mumbai, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
Continuing its uptrend, 
the rupee firmed by anoth-
er 53 paise to trade at over 
a two-week high of 71.84 
against the US dollar in 
early trade Friday at the In-
terbank Foreign Exchange 
on increased selling of the 
American currency by ex-
porters and banks.

Besides, the dollar’s 
weakness against some 
currencies overseas on 
easing trade war concerns 
and a higher opening of 
the domestic equity mar-

ket supported the rupee, 
forex dealers said.

On Wednesday, the ru-
pee had gained 61 paise, 
notching up its best single-
day gain since March 2017 
to close at 72.37 against the 
US currency supported 
by heavy dollar selling by 
banks and weakness in the 
greenback in global mar-
kets. 

Meanwhile, the bench-
mark BSE Sensex recov-
ered by 231.40 points, or 
0.62 per cent, to 37,352.62 
in morning trade.
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KG-2828

Government of Nagaland
Office of the Principal Government Polytechnic Kohima

Kohima, Nagaland

NO.GPK/PMKVY/2015-2016/3899                            Dated, Kohima the 21st Sept'2018. 
ADVERTISEMENT

Application are invited from interested candidates who have not undergone any 
Skill Development training funded by Ministry of Human Resource Development, 
Government of India, New Delhi or any other Ministry, for undergoing 3 months 
FREE training on Assistant Electrician under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana (PMKVY) at Government Polytechnic Kohima. This training is also 
applicable to those skilled workers who has not undergone any formal training 
and needs upgradation of their skills. 

Documents required for the Program: 
1. Aadhar card. 
2. Xerox copy of class ten mark sheet. 
3. Mobile number and Email address. 

Last date of submission of application: 3rd October 2018. 

Job role for Assistant Electrician: Electrician work for installation, 
repair, maintenance of temporary LV electrical connections at the construction 
sites and permanent connections at residential and commercial building, laying 
conduits for LV single/three phase wiring, use of hand and power tools efficiently.

Sl. No. Program Name Total intake Qualification Duration
1. Asstt. Electrician 25 10 class 3 months

Sd/-
(ER.KEYEKHRU RHUTSO) 

Principal 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA
NO. DTE/ TECH-3/2005/                                              Dated : Kohima, the     th Sept. 2018.

NOTIFICATION
Students belonging to Indigenous and Schedule Tribes of  Nagaland and pursuing 

Diploma, Undergraduate and Post graduate courses in Engineering (Both Fresh & Renewal) 
within India recognised by All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) are 
hereby informed that online registration for State Technical Scholarship will be made live 
from 24th Sept. to 30th Nov, 2018 from the State portal www.nagaland.gov.in. Last date 
for submission of the printed hard copy with authorised signature of the College/ Institute 
authority, supported with all necessary documents to the office of the undersigned is 30th 

Jan. 2019.

Furthermore, UG/ PG students who have applied for Merit-cum-means based 
scholarship for Minority Communities under Ministry of Minority Affairs, GOI from 
National Scholarship portal are also advised to apply under this scheme as there are fixed 
quota under Minority Scholarship Scheme. However it may be noted that a student will be 
entitled to one scholarship only. Applicants of Minority (Renewal) whose applications 
have been defected from the State level for various reasons are also advised to apply 
afresh.

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
DirectorIssued by DIPR KG
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NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NO.NPSC/ADVT/EDS-2012       Dated Kohima, the 21st September, 2018

CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM
In continuation to Nagaland Public Service Commission’s Advt NO.NPSC-2/2018 dt 
21st August 2018, applications are invited for filling up the following vacancies under 
the Government of Nagaland.

Research Associate(RA) under SCERT
Item No. No. of post(s) 

with subject
No. of post(s) 
reserved for BT

Educational Qualifications

Item No. 
45

1(one) post of 
Linguistics

- M.A (Linguistics), PGDTE, 
B.Ed.

Item No. 
46

1(one) post of 
Chemistry

1(one) post reserved 
for Physically 
Handicapped

M.Sc in Chemistry with B.Ed

Scale of pay:
Item No 45-46: 15,600-39,100/- +GP 5,400/-

1. Item No 32:The educational qualification for 1(one) post of RA Mathematics 
under SCERT may be read as M.Sc Mathematics with B.Ed as communicated 
through letter No.DSE/SCERT/Requisition/33/2011/757 dt 18th September 2018. 
Candidates fulfilling the educational qualification may apply for Item No.32 Only.
2. In pursuance of letter No. HTE/7-1/2003(Pt) dt. 20th September, 2018, the 
following clarifications are hereby notified:

a) The standard criteria for determining competency in computer application 
with respect to the 5(five) posts of Sr. Technicians (Item No’s 18-22) will be 
Diploma course in Computer Science. Consequent upon the Department’s 
clarification, candidates having the requisite qualification may apply and for 
those who have already applied may submit their diploma certificates.

b) The examination syllabus to be followed pertaining to 1(one) posts each of 
Physics (PG Programme) and Mathematics (For PG Programme) will be the 
same as followed under Common Educational Services Examination.

Note: 
1  For Item No.45 Research Associate(Linguistics) under SCERT, selected 

candidate who does not possess B.Ed will be required to complete B.Ed course 
through IGNOU/ UGC Recognized correspondence course within a period of 
3 years at their own expense beyond which they will not be eligible for further 
increment/promotion to higher grade. Preference will be given to candidates 
with B.Ed.

2. For Applications submitted by registered post for Item No’s 18-22, 32, 45 & 46, 
a relaxation of 7(seven) days is granted, provided it is posted on or before the 
last date of submission and addressed to the Secretary, NPSC.

3. Candidates who have already submitted their application form and wishing to 
apply for item No’s 18-22, 32, 45 & 46 may write an application addressed to 
the Secretary, NPSC clearly indicating the order of preference and submit the 
same before the closing date.

4. Application Forms will not be issued from the office of the Commission.
5. Candidates are advised to go through the detailed advertisement from the 

Commission’s notice board or website at www.npsc.co.in. Incomplete 
application forms in any respect will be summarily rejected and no 
complaints/requests for rectification shall be entertained under any 
circumstances.

6. Other terms and conditions of the advertisement remain the same.
7. The last date for submission of application form for Item No’s 18-22, 32, 45 & 

46 is 6th Oct, 2018 at 3:00 pm.

(THEPFURIENYU GEORGE KIRE)
Controller of Examinations,

Nagaland Public Service Commission
Kohima.

KG-2825

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

NAGALAND: KOHIMA.
NO. PHQ(B-I)1/C-RECRUITMENT/2015/2449   Dated Kma, the 21st Sept. 2018. 

PRESS RELEASE
In continuation to this office advertisement of even number dated 18.09.18, for 

the posts of UBSI(GD)/SI(Opr)/SI(Tech) & ASI(GD), the following instructions are 
hereby notified to the candidates: 

General information:
All eligible candidates should produce their Original Registration slips issued by 

PHQ in all the Tests. Candidates failing to produce the same shall not be allowed to 
appear for any Test. 

 INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES FOR WRITTEN EXAMINATION
1.  The details in the answer booklet shall be filled as per instructions in the booklet 

given before starting to answer. 
2. Candidates should fill in the required details in the Attendance List. 
3.  Unfair means in the examination are absolutely not allowed and the Authority may 

take disciplinary action against candidates proven to have used unfair means. 
4.  Candidates are required to display good conduct during the examination. No 

candidate should misbehave in any manner or create disorderly scene during the 
examination. Any such misconduct will be severely penalized. 

5.  Candidates should produce their Registration slip in Original. Photostat/Xerox 
copy shall not be permitted to appear for the examination whatsoever. 

6.  Entry in the Examination venue during the Examination will be closed 10(Ten) 
minutes before the commencement of the examination, and no candidates will be 
allowed to enter the venue after the closure of entry in any case. 

ITEMS NOT PERMITTED DURING THE EXAMINATION.
(i)  Book/ Loose Sheets, (ii) Calculators, (iii) Mathematical and Drawing instruments, 

(iv) Log tables, (v) Map stencils, (vi) Slide rules. (vii) Rough sheets, (viii) Mobile 
phones/ pagers (ix) Bluetooth devices, (x) Electronic/ communication devices, 
(xi) Smart watches (xii) Valuable/ expensive items and bags are also not allowed 
as arrangements for safekeeping cannot be assured. The authority will not be 
responsible for any loss in this regard. Candidates who bring such banned items 
during the examination will be debarred from appearing the examination. 
Any infringement of these instructions shall entail ‘disciplinary action’ 

including ban from future examinations. 
ARTICLES PERMITTED DURING THE EXAMINATION.

1. Chip/ hard board (nothing should be written on it) for writing. 
2. Black/ Blue Ball point pen to fill the answer sheet and attendance list. 
3. Rough work sheet will be provided by the exam invigilator. 

Sd/- 
(SANDEEP M. TAMGADGE) IPS 

Inspector General of Police (Hqr) 
&

Chairman, Recruitment BoardKG-2826

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

NAGALAND: KOHIMA.
NO. PHQ(B-I)1/C-Recruitment/2015/2448   Dated Kma, the 21st Sept. 2018. 

PRESS RELEASE
In continuation to this office advertisement of even number dated 09.08.17 and Press 
Release of even number dated 11.09.2018, the following Registration Numbers are not 
eligible for SI(Tech.) due to non-possession of requisite qualifications:

Sd/- 
(SANDEEP M. TAMGADGE) IPS 

Inspector General of Police (Hqr) 
&

Chairman, Recruitment Board
KG-2827

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                                 Dated Kohima, the 21st Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. MEGOVONO RHITSO W/o LT. KEDOCHANYÜ RHITSO, 
Sr. SDEO, Education Deptt. N/L, Kma resident Sechü Zubza Village, Kohima 
has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession 
Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Husband- 
Pension, GPF, GIS, NPRIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits 
entitled. Bank A/C No.30903130168 SBI Sechü Zubza Branch & N.S.C.B Kohima 
Main Branch A/C No.100310006004151. Who expired on 01.09.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2830

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI               Dated Kohima, the 21st Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Kumari. KETOULHOUNUO KIRE D/o LT. LUVILI, 
Pensioner resident Kitsubozou, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late mother- Pension P.O. No. 
111301864 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Who expired on 08.01.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2831

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI               Dated Kohima, the 21st Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. SHURHOVI TETSEO W/o LT. SETAZO CHAKHESANG, 
Link D.E.F, Kohima resident Lerie Colony Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, NPRIS, 
Leave encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled. Bank A/C 
No.20064296845 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy No.70000018311 SBI Life 
Rinn Raksha Who expired on 29.08.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2829
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PATH
The Blessing of Encouragers
BIBLE READ:   ACTS 9:26–31
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

But Barnabas took [Saul] and brought  
him to the apostles.   

~  Acts 9:27

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The White Elephant is Dead; What’s Next?

I
t was indeed very saddening to hear 
our Chief Minister, Shri. Neiphiu Rio, 
on the floor of the revered Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly, statethat there 

has been no progress on the revival of the 
Tuli Paper Mill (or Nagaland Pulp & Pa-
per Mill). Often dubbed as ‘The White El-
ephant’ by the media, the mill has been 
defunct since 1992. There was a small 
glimmer of hope when the centre released 
“a revival package in 2003 amounting to Rs 
489 crore”. But, as the chief minister said, 
this package could not materialise till date 
despite constant pressure from the Naga-
land government. There was also another 
glimmer of hope when the Advisor of 
Industries, Shri. Imnatiba and the Com-
missioner & Secretary of Industries, Smt. 
Lithrongla G. Chishi told Eastern Mirror 
(on July 17, 2018) that state government is 
genuinely pursuing the matter about the 
revival of the mill. They said that the centre 
is also very serious about the mill’s revival 
and said that the NITI Aayog also under-
stands about the issue. Advisor Imnatiba 
had, on that occasion, said that the state 
government would not close down the mill 
‘until and unless all options are exhausted’. 
Well, all options seem to be exhausted now, 
since the chief minister, who also holds the 
Industries & Commerce Department, has 
said the Department of Heavy Industries’ 
secretary convened a meeting on March 
21 to decide the future course of action 

on the NPPCL. The last nail on the coffin 
seems to have been hammered when the 
revelation came that “a Cabinet commit-
tee of economic affairs note for closure of 
NPPCL be prepared expeditiously by the 
department of Heavy Industries”. 

From all accounts, for a layman like me, 
it could be understood that the state gov-
ernment had done its part in its endeavour 
to revive the mill.  It has been reported that 
even former Chief Minister, Shri. TR Ze-
liang had written at least four letters to the 
centre for the revival of the mill. Besides, 
the present Chief Minister Shri.Neiphiu 
Rio had also written to the centre on the 
same issue. What went wrong with the mill 
or why it could not be revived would be a 
question of study, perhaps, for future eco-
nomic scholars to do a research for their 
PhD thesis. 

But, the immediate question at hand 
is what’s next? Somehow, as a citizen, I 
wonder whether our state is not suited 
for heavy industries or factories to thrive 
on despite the abundance of natural re-
sources. There was the Sugar Mill which 
had been closed down. I am sure many of 
the youngsters today are not aware that, 
once upon a time, Nagaland had a sugar 
mill in Dimapur. Now, the Tuli Paper Mill, 
with all the promises that it brought with 
it about way back – before I was even 
born, but I have heard stories – is now, but 
a place of memories and lost hope. The 

news about the Wahezo cement factory 
hasn’t been heard for a long time now. The 
DoyangHydel Project is under the control 
of NEEPCO; the last time we went to the 
hydel project area, the residents were reel-
ing under five days of power blackout. It is 
not a very entertaining thought at this mo-
ment, but I can’t help it. Even this notion 
(a ridiculous one at best) that a solution to 
the protracted Indo-Naga political issue 
would be the panacea of all our maladies 
is nothing, but a fool’s dream. Therefore, 
once again, the question at hand is what’s 
next? The unemployment rate is increas-
ing every year, the jobs in the government 
sector has reached its saturation point, the 
towns and cities are teeming with young 
educated (or should I say, literate people) 
roaming here and there, while the villag-
es and the lush fertile forest areas gently 
keeps on calling them.

Therefore, it would be prudent – in my 
humble opinion – if the state government 
can change its industrial policy i.e. if it has 
an industrial policy at all. Of course, there 
is this tourism industry and music indus-
try, and are there more? Anyway, what I 
feel deep in my heart is only this, can we 
or the government have a change of direc-
tion and have a relook at the Gandhian 
philosophy of khadi and cottage industry 
so that everyone has something to do to 
earn at least something for their every day. 
Mahatma Gandhi, in the year 1925 wrote 

in the Young India, “If we want the millions 
to earn a few paisa by doing honest and 
honourable work, the only possible instru-
ment to present them with, in our country, 
is the gentle and graceful spinning wheel.” 
Well, in our case, perhaps we can, instead 
of the spinning wheel, say the humble and 
graceful dao and sheath. 

For centuries, our forests have been 
providing our forefathers what they need. 
As I travelled through the villages in Na-
galand, I have seen villagers harvesting 
the humble broom grass (tiger grass) to be 
exported to Assam. On further enquiry, I 
learnt that the humble grass reaches fara-
way places like Rajasthan and even Saudi 
Arabia. The villagers, just because the 
non-local traders were demanding it and 
asking to buy it, were selling it at throw-
away price (that was years ago, though. I 
don’t know whether the trade is still con-
tinuing or not). I have also met one carda-
mom farmer at Noksen town just recently. 
He said that he sold his produce at Rs. 600 
per kilo last season, which he said was 
a loss. But he said that he harvests about 
1000 kilo last year and earned around Rs. 
6 lakh. But if he said it was a loss, then 
surely it was a loss. I have also met a Pro-
fessor at Lumami, Nagaland University – a 
botanist – who said that there are plenty 
of medicinal plants around growing natu-
rally like gooseberries (amla), and sumac 
(in Ao it’s called tangpah or tangpu a sour 

berry which is also traditionally used as a 
medicine, especially against food poison-
ing) etc.  

Why can’t we export them? Or value 
add them, or why can’t we tell the villag-
ers that it is better to harvest what is nat-
urally grown in your fields than to plant 
new crops. Somehow, I feel that as the for-
ests gently beckons the Naga people once 
again, the state government can perhaps 
formulate a good strategy of prioritizing 
on constructing good roads (that’s for the 
public works department to do), make 
proper connections with the traders or 
pharmaceutical companies for exporting 
the local produce (that’s for the commerce 
& industries department), formulate a rea-
sonable tax regime in consultation with the 
central government (that’s for the taxes de-
partment) and educate the people that the 
land and its resources are enough for earn-
ing ones livelihood (that’s for the agri. and 
allied sector’s job). Everything seems so 
easy, but I know it is easier said than done. 

Therefore, let me humbly admit here 
that these are just the sad rumbling feelings 
of a common Naga citizen, just typing out 
the thoughts in a random manner, so that 
my mind would be free of opinions and I 
can have a good rest and look forward to a 
brand new day. Thank you for reading, and 
yes its 2:22 am. So, good morning and have 
a great day ahead.  

Longrangty Longchar

T             he 2010 movie The King’s Speech tells the story of England’s King George VI, who unexpectedly became 
monarch when his brother abandoned the throne. With the country on the brink of World War II, government 
officials wanted a well-spoken leader because of the increasingly influential role of radio. King George VI, 

however, struggled with a stuttering problem.
I was especially drawn to the film’s portrayal of George’s wife, Elizabeth. Throughout his struggle to overcome 

his speech difficulty, she was his constant source of encouragement. Her steadfast devotion provided the support 
he needed to overcome his challenge and rule well during the war.

The Bible highlights the stories of encouragers who gave powerful assistance during challenging circum-
stances. Moses had Aaron and Hur’s support during Israel’s battles (Exodus 17:8–16). Elizabeth encouraged her 
pregnant relative Mary (Luke 1:42–45).

After his conversion, Paul needed the support of Barnabas, whose name literally means “son of encourage-
ment.” When the disciples were fearful of Paul, Barnabas, at the risk of his own reputation, vouched for him (Acts 
9:27). His endorsement was essential to Paul being welcomed by the Christian community. Barnabas later served 
as Paul’s traveling and preaching companion (Acts 14). Despite the dangers, they worked together to proclaim 
the gospel.

Believers in Jesus are still called to “encourage one another and build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 
May we be eager to offer encouragement to help support others, especially as they face difficult circumstances.

The encouragement of a friend can make all the difference.

Harsh Climate: The Struggle to Track Global Sea Level Rise

Microplastics are Getting into Mosquitoes and Contaminating New Food Chains

As melting glaciers contribute to sea level rise, scientists recruit help from local wildlife to measure the depth, temperature and salinity of oceans.

A 
loud rumble jolted climate 
scientist David Holland 
just before he went to sleep 
inside his fiberglass bear-

resistant dome, set up next to a fro-
zen fjord in Greenland. He scram-
bled outside into the sunlit night at 
about 11 pm.

The thundering sound grew 
louder as he watched a chunk of ice 
about a third the size of Manhat-
tan break away from the Helheim 
glacier. Over the next half hour, the 
iceberg cracked into pieces and 
tumbled into the water — a mes-
merising sighting of the sea level 
rise that Holland has devoted years 
to studying.

Such major glacial ruptures, 
known as calvings, are rarely ob-
served in person. A Reuters photog-
rapher captured the event on video 
as Holland, a New York University 
oceanographer, took in the “abso-
lutely breathtaking” scene.

“It’s just amazing how beautiful 
nature is, how violent and unstop-
pable; it just does its own thing,” he 
said. “We actually saw the process 
by which sea level rises from gla-
ciers.”

Now Holland and other climate 
scientists just have to figure out how 
— and how fast — warming oceans 
are undermining the glaciers of 
Greenland and Antarctica. The best 
predictions for sea–level rise this 

century are getting more dire, and 
yet less precise, in part because of a 
lack of understanding of these gla-
ciers and how their behaviour fits 
into global climate modelling.

A key obstacle to producing bet-
ter predictions is the extreme diffi-
culty of the research, which requires 
dangerous field work in some of the 
world’s harshest terrain.

Researchers must contend with 
winds strong enough to sweep 
away bolted-down equipment; 
temperatures that can freeze skin 
on contact; and remote locations 
that make securing supplies a steep 
challenge.

Security teams help scientists 
avoid falling into hidden crevasses, 
and, in the Arctic, teams arm them-
selves with rifles and sleep in fiber-
glass shelters to avoid becoming a 
meal for polar bears.

The challenges of data collec-
tion also require a host of creative 
solutions that scientists are refin-
ing through trial and error. A NASA 
team that is now three years into a 
five-year, $30 million project called 
Oceans Melting Greenland (OMG) 
has used radar to map changes in 
the sheet’s ice loss over time by re-
turning each year to fly the same 
precise path; dropped probes from 
planes to measure water tempera-
ture and salinity at various depths; 
and mounted sonar instruments to 

ships to map the topography of the 
ocean floor.

The difficulties and dangers in 
accessing the ice-choked waters 
near Greenland’s glaciers caused 
some researchers to enlist the help 
of local wildlife by tagging seals, 
halibut or narwhals with sensors to 
gather data.

NASA researchers and Holland 
are focused on Greenland because 
it currently contributes more to sea 
level rise than the colder region of 
Antarctica — and because the re-
search is so much harder in the Ant-
arctic, with its punishing climate, 
massive scale and logistical chal-
lenges.

“It’s mind-boggling how difficult 
it is to do things in Antarctica,” said 
Holland, who has conducted stud-
ies in both regions. “Work that can 
be done here in Greenland on the 
scale of summer takes five to ten 
years to set up and accomplish in 
Antarctica.”

$20,000 Bolt
Scientists worry that the calving 
process underway at Helheim – 
named for the Vikings’ world of the 
dead – provides a preview of what 
might happen in Antarctica on a 
larger scale. Another Greenland 
glacier called Jakobshavn has seen 
similar calving events.

In both polar regions, field re-
searchers face serious hazards. Bad 
weather can strand researchers for 
weeks and hidden dangers can lurk 

beneath the snow. In 2016, Hol-
land’s colleague Gordon Hamilton, 
a US climate scientist, was killed in 
Antarctica when his snowmobile 
plunged into a crevasse.

The job of keeping Hol-
land’s team safe belongs to Brian 
Rougeux, a former mountaineer-
ing guide who has worked in both 
polar regions. Rougeux, who origi-
nally met Holland in 2010 in Ant-
arctica, where Holland was servic-
ing weather stations, said sudden 
changes in weather and visibility in 
Antarctica can sometimes be life-
threatening.

“You’re trying to navigate to a 
tent in the middle of half a million 
square miles of flat white, with no 
real terrain features,” Rougeux said.

GPS can help, but could lead 
teams into areas with hidden cre-
vasses.

Preparation is key to efficiency 
as well as safety.

“Going back to town to get a 
particular bolt takes $20,000 of heli-
copter time, so it becomes a pretty 
expensive bolt,” Holland said.

The research challenges often 
persist after researchers return 
home from the field. The data-gath-
ering tools they leave in place — 
from moorings that monitor oscil-
lating water temperatures to radars 
encased in 10-foot-tall, egg-like 
protective shells that take images of 
melting ice — are vulnerable to the 
elements. A buoy collecting ocean 

data for Holland’s team in Green-
land was swept away by powerful 
currents and eventually surfaced on 
a beach in Scotland, and powerful 
winds swept away other equipment 
they had bolted in place.
Help from the locals
Sometimes conditions are so brutal 
that researchers need to enlist the 
experts: local wildlife.

In the Ilulissat fjord in western 
Greenland, Holland’s team uses na-
tive ringed seals fitted with sensors 
to record depth, temperature, and 
salinity year-round near the Jakob-
shavn, the island’s fast-flowing river 
of ice. They relied on seals because 
it was too dangerous to pilot a boat 
through the icy waterway near the 
glacier, which is believed to have 
produced the iceberg that sank the 
Titanic.

“It is difficult to find a way that 
a robot made by an engineer could 
do anything similar to what a seal 
can do,” said Holland.

Holland had teamed up with a 
local seal biologist, AqqaluRosing-
Asvid, a former hunter and fisher-
man. In 2010, they camped out on 
Greenland’s west coast for a week, 
but caught no seals. It was not un-
til their next attempt two years later 
that they finally tagged their first 
seal.

They also use halibut because 
their deeper swimming helps mon-
itor the water column nearest the 
seafloor. The team only tagged fish 

caught during the warmest days of 
the fishing season to prevent their 
eyes from immediately freezing in 
the cold.

The team relies on fishermen 
to retrieve the data: Rosing-Asvid’s 
phone number is on the fish tags. 
“The fishermen call me on the 
phone, and we arrange to send the 
tag here,” he explained.

Last year, three out of the 20 hal-
ibut sensors made it back.

Another animal pressed into re-
search in the Arctic is the narwhal, 
an elusive whale with a tusk pro-
truding from the male’s head. Ma-
rine biologist Kristin Laidre, of the 
Polar Science Center at the Univer-
sity of Washington, has in the past 
netted narwhals in order to pin a 
satellite tag to their dorsal ridge 
“like an earring.”

Laidre shared the narwhals’ 
depth, temperature and salinity 
readings with the NASA team, im-
portant because warmer, saltier 
Atlantic waters tend to sit below 
colder, fresher waters off the coast 
of Greenland. Glaciers connected 
to the deeper waters are melting at 
faster rates.

“Even today, there are some 
places where we still don’t know 
how deep the water is,” said Josh 
Willis, lead scientist for NASA’s 
OMG project. The tagging “gives 
us an idea that the water in some 
spots is at least as deep as a nearby 
narwhal dive.”

T
here is no doubt that 
plastic pollution in 
oceans is a growing 
worldwide problem. 

The internet is full of images 
of seabirds and other marine 
animals entangled in plastic 
waste, and animals starve be-
cause their guts are blocked 
with plastic bags.

But the problem goes 
much deeper than this. Much 
plastic pollution is in the 
form of microplastics, tiny 
fragments less than five mi-
crometres in size and invis-
ible to the naked eye. Our 
new research shows that 
these microplastics are even 
getting into tiny flying insects 

such as mosquitoes. And this 
means the plastic can eventu-
ally contaminate animals in a 
more unlikely environment: 
the air.

Microplastics can come 
from larger plastic items as 
they break down, but are also 
released directly into waste 
water in their millions in the 
form of tiny beads found in 
many cosmetic products in-
cluding face wash and tooth-
paste (though these are now 
banned in many countries). 
Many tiny animals can’t tell 
the difference between their 
food and microplastics so 
end up eating them. Once in-
side an animal, the plastic can 

transfer via the food chain 
into fish and other creatures 
and eventually become a po-
tential health problem for hu-
mans.

By studying mosquitoes, 
we have found a previously 
unknown way for plastic to 
pollute the environment and 
contaminate the food chain. 
Our new paper, published in 
Biology Letters, shows for the 
first time that microplastics 
can be kept inside a water-
dwelling animal as they grow 
from one life stage to another.

Although most micro-
plastic research has focused 
on the sea, plastic pollution 
is also a serious problem in 
freshwater, including rivers 
and lakes. Much of the fresh-

water research has concen-
trated on animals that live in 
the water throughout their 
life. But freshwater insects 
such as mosquitoes start their 
lives (as eggs) in water and, af-
ter several stages, eventually 
fly away when they grow up.
Testing the mosquitoes
It occurred to us that aquatic 
insects might carry plastics 
out of the water if they were 
able to keep the plastics in 
their body through their de-
velopment. We tested this 
possibility by feeding micro-
plastics to mosquito larvae 
in a laboratory setting. We 
fed the aquatic young in their 
third larvae stage food with or 
without microplastic beads.

We then took samples of 

the animals when the larvae 
shed their skin to become larg-
er fourth-stage larvae, when 
they transformed into a non-
feeding stage called a pupa, 
and when they emerged from 
the water as a flying adult. We 
found the beads in all the life 
stages, although the numbers 
went down as the animals de-
veloped.

We were able to locate and 
count the microplastic beads 
because they were fluores-
cent. We found beads in the 
gut and in the mosquito ver-
sion of the kidney, an organ 
that we know survives the 
development process intact. 
This shows that not only do 
aquatic insects such as mos-
quitoes eat both sizes of mi-

croplastics, they can keep 
them in their gut and kidney 
as they develop from a feed-
ing juvenile larva up to a fly-
ing adult.

In this way, any flying in-
sect that spends part of its life 
in water can become a carrier 
of plastic pollution. And flying 
insects are eaten in their thou-
sands by predatory insects in 
the air such as dragonflies as 
well as by birds and bats.

Our results have impor-
tant implications since any 
aquatic insect that can eat mi-
croplastics in the water could 
potentially carry them in their 
body to their flying stage 
where they can move the 
plastics into new food chains. 
As a result, freshwater plastic 

pollution is a problem that 
has implications far beyond 
those of water quality and 
eventual marine pollution.

Clearly these results raise a 
number of questions, includ-
ing what effect microplas-
tics have on the survival and 
development of mosquitoes 
through their life stages. And 
we still need to examine the 
effect of different types and 
sizes of plastics on more spe-
cies to see how widespread an 
issue this could become.

Amanda Callaghan is 
an associate professor of 

Zoology at the University of 
Reading

Rana Al-jaibachi is a PhD 
researcher at the University 

of Reading



C
ooperation can be found across 
the animal kingdom, in behav-
iours such as group hunting, rais-
ing of young, and driving away 

predators.
But are these cooperating animals ac-

tively coordinating their behaviour, or are 
they simply acting individually to accom-
plish the same task at the same time?

In a study, published today in Proceed-
ings of the Royal Society B, we showed that 
bottlenose dolphins actively coordinate 
their behaviours. That is, they can learn to 
work together and synchronise their ac-
tions to solve a cooperation task and re-
ceive a reward.

Testing teamwork
For this study, conducted at the Dolphin 
Research Center in the Florida Keys, we 
created a task in which pairs of dolphins 
had to swim across a lagoon and each 
press their own underwater button at the 
same time (within a 1-second time win-
dow).

Each trial began with both dolphins 
and their respective trainers located at the 
opposite side of the lagoon from the but-
tons, about 11 metres away. The trainers 
would either both give a “press the button” 
hand signal at the same time, or one trainer 
would give the signal first, while the second 
trainer asked her dolphin to wait up to 20 
seconds before giving the signal.

If the dolphins pressed their buttons at 
the same time, a computer played a “suc-

cess” sound, and the dolphins returned to 
their trainers for fish and social praise.

If the dolphins pressed their buttons at 
different times, a “failure” sound was played 
and the trainers moved on to the next trial.

The strict timing requirement meant 
they had to work together. If their goal was 
simply “press my button”, then when they 
were sent at different times, they would 
press at different times. To succeed, they 
had to understand their goal as “press the 

buttons together”.
The question, then, was whether the 

dolphin sent first would wait for the other 
dolphin before pressing its button, and 
whether they could figure out a way to co-
ordinate precisely enough to press simulta-
neously.

Swim fast, or coordinate?
We found that the dolphins were able to 
work together with extreme precision even 

when they had to wait for their partner. In-
terestingly, their behavioural strategies and 
the coordination between them changed as 
they learned the task.

Keep in mind that the dolphins had to 
figure out that this was a cooperative task. 
There was nothing about the situation that 
told them in advance that the buttons had 
to be pressed at the same time.

To help them learn, we started by send-
ing them simultaneously and gradually in-

creased the timing difference between them.
When one dolphin figured out the game 

first, if their partner was sent first on a par-
ticular trial, they knew that the partner 
(who had not figured out the game) was not 
going to wait.

So in the early phases, we found that 
many successes were achieved not by the 
first dolphin waiting, but by the second dol-
phin swimming extremely fast to catch up.

But once both animals understood the 
task, this behaviour disappeared and the 
timing of their button presses became ex-
tremely precise (with the time difference 
between button presses averaging just 370 
milliseconds).

This shows that both partners now un-
derstood that they didn’t need to swim fast 
to succeed; instead, they needed to syn-
chronise their actions.

Synchrony in the wild
In the wild, dolphins synchronise their be-
haviour in several contexts. For example, 
mothers and calves will surface and breathe 
at the same time, and males in alliances will 
perform the same behaviours at the same 
time in coordinated displays.

The synchrony in these displays can be 
remarkably precise, and is thought to active-
ly promote cooperation between partners.

The results of our study suggest that this 
behavioural synchronisation that dolphins 
show in the wild may not be a hardwired re-
sponse to a specific context, but may in fact 
be a generalised ability that they can apply 
to a variety of situations.
Stephanie King is a Branco Weiss Research 

Fellow at University of Western Australia.

“Raise your hand if  you believe that the 
housekeeping staff, like all of us, have 
the right to choose to wear what they 

want to and not feel any different from us. 
If you feel they should not be forced to wear 
these obnoxious uniforms, despite having 
confided in over five of us women staff that 
they dislike wearing them and us having 
shared this concern with the senior man-
agement weeks ago,” I asked a room full of 
staff across grades at Amnesty International 
India’s staff meeting on August 1.

Apart from the senior management 
which decided to politely force these on 
the housekeeping staff who mostly come 
from a certain economic backgrounds dif-
ferent from their own, 90% of those present, 
agreed with me. Nonethess, the HR head 
decided to go ahead with this ‘practice for 
the next six months at least’. Is it fair for 
an upper caste, upper class man to decide 
what marginalised women will or will not 
wear at an organisation which works with 
and for the upliftment of human rights of 
the most disadvantaged? I think not.

This is one of the many instances that 
led me to submit my resignation from what 
is considered one of the world’s largest hu-
man rights organisation, Amnesty Interna-
tional, earlier last week. When I had joined 
Amnesty International India as a consultant 
in 2016, working remotely from Delhi for a 
report on the gang-rape survivors of the 
Muzaffarnagar riots, little did I know that I 
would be resigning within eight months of 
joining as permanent staffer.

I had stepped into a space where the 
understanding of senior managers about 
issues of marginalisation and discrimina-
tion and on ground community engage-
ment with the most disenfranchised was 
limited and their behaviour towards staff 
coming from diverse backgrounds such as 
mine was averse. Unemployed now, as I 
write this, my only regret is not being braver 
and resigning earlier. In my resignation let-
ter I wrote:

I feel discriminated, humiliated, ex-
cluded and denied opportunities, unfairly. 
Being a Human Rights Activist, who has ex-
perience of working on field, on advocacy, 
with communities as well as other actors, 
I refuse being subjected to this behaviour 

and will not allow being judged based on 
biases and misinformation.

In my opinion, the management at Am-
nesty India, mostly staffed individuals of a 
higher caste and class background, is in con-
trast to the values of Amnesty International 
as an institution. I have plenty of instances 
to share, with documented proof and wit-
nesses, to substantiate most of which I 
am going to recount below. The last few 
months, a year-and-a-half really, have been 
a terrifying experience for Muslim and Dalit 
employees, especially women, at Amnesty, 
who have filed workplace harassment and 
discrimination complaints and complaints 
of caste-based discrimination against indi-
viduals at very senior levels, formally and 
informally (Almost of the concerns raised in 
these complaints have been said to not be 
discriminatory in nature at the first stage of 
the enquiry, by committees formed By AII, 
usually comprising two HR representatives 
and no externals or specialists).

A very senior Dalit activist from Kerala, 
who led the gender-based violence theme 
at Amnesty India for two years and was my 
manager for three months when I joined 
the team, before resigning in March 2018, in 
a letter before submitting her resignation, 
said that it was often “mental harassment 
and torture,” which she feels are tools used 
by the Program Management Unit com-
prising members of senior management to 
remove her from the organisation.

She went on to say that this behaviour 
can easily be understood to come under the 
definition of discrimination according to 
the PoA Act. I was witness to her resignation 
soon after and its acceptance by her man-
ager within half an hour.

In August 2018, one of my team mem-
bers, a 60-year-old celebrated activist from 
Karnataka left the organisation for good, in 
tears, when her contract was not renewed 
on earlier verbally agreed upon financial 
terms, because some at the senior levels felt 
that she was not skilled enough. “It is okay. 
My English is not Amnesty English and I am 
not elite like them. It’s not about the 5,000 
less that they say now they will pay me. It’s 
about my dignity,” she said to the four of 
us trying to console her on her sudden last 
day at work. She has over 25 years of work 
experience and in my limited knowledge 
and understanding of skills and personality, 

would have been an asset to any organisa-
tion. Her replacement, with a much higher 
compensation for a consultancy assign-
ment – is someone with better English skills 
I understand.

Another Dalit colleague of mine, who 
is one of the founders of BAPSA and has a 
doctorate from JNU, has been subjected to 
continuous harassment and discrimina-
tion. In her complaint of having suffered 
“caste-based discrimination” at the hands 
of a director at Amnesty India, she told me 
she wrote, inter alia, how she once replied 
to a colleague’s suggestion that an Adivasi 
activist be taken for work on Adivasi rights, 
that, “we do not have to hire an Adivasi to 
work on Adivasi rights just like we do not 
have to take an animal to work on animal 
rights”. My friend’s complaint of caste-
based discrimination and first appeal (Af-
ter the enquiry result said it was not caste-
based) both have been turned down by 
those in position of power at the organisa-
tion. She has written to the executive direc-
tor appealing again.

Behind the scenes
Amnesty India was quick to release a state-
ment welcoming Chandrashekhar Azad’s 
release earlier this month, but little is known 
to the outside world or to Azad himself, why 
he, as the Dalit leader of Bhim Army was 
chosen by the organisation’s management 
to campaign for.

AI India has been given a target by the 
international office of 7,00,000 plus new 
members to be achieved by the end of 2018. 
Given that Amnesty is a membership based 
organisation that uses campaign as a meth-
od to further human rights and support for 
human rights, membership should mean 
actually making people a part of the move-
ment.

From the day I joined Amnesty, the only 
discussion any campaign impact meeting 
had was how many missed calls or sign-ups 
were achieved to meet the ‘target set by the 
international secretariat’. The campaign for 
him was chosen because of its ‘mobilisa-
tion potential’ (how many sign ups it will 
achieve). Members of Bhim Army, who 
thought Amnesty India’s management 
believes in the rights of the marginalised, 
took it upon themselves to ensure that they 
made those calls and AI received 1,60,000 
missed calls in a matter of weeks. This hap-

pened over three months ago.
One must ask the organisation what it 

did apart from making sure it quoted this 
number in every possible ‘growth and mo-
bilisation’ presentation at meetings. Or, 
for that matter, what was done with the 
7,00,000 missed calls received for its Ro-
hingya campaign last year or the missed 
call asked for the Sikh massacre campaign 
this year, a campaign which was closed in 
2017, but restarted for its ‘mobilisation po-
tential’ (meeting the number target).  The 
assumption is that the missed calls and 
sign-ups would lead to something like pres-
suring the government to take an action, 
but apart from submitting a letter to the 
ministry, nothing much was done.

The organisation at large and the ex-
ecutive director in particular allowed the 
director (with an ongoing caste-based dis-
crimination case filed by a Dalit employee 
against her) to address an Amnesty press 
conference for Azad, and on one occasion 
the executive director proudly posted pic-
tures on his Twitter handle accompanied by 
her, despite being well aware of the fact that 
she has an ongoing case of caste-based dis-
crimination against her. Yet she represented 
Amnesty India and ironically addressed the 
issue of discrimination and marginalisation 
faced by the community.

Dr. Sylvia Karpagam, a public health 
doctor and researcher who worked for a 
period of six months at Amnesty India of-
fice and resigned because of organisational 
resistance to addressing caste writes in one 
of her articles that “While staff of Amnesty 
are happy to post selfies of themselves en-
ticingly labelled as ‘Me with a tribal woman’ 
they are equally ready to label anyone rais-
ing an issue about caste as a ‘bahujanba-
jrang dal’”. They see no conflict in how they 
use communities from their own privileged 
locations while simultaneously insulting, 
humiliating and min

That Amnesty India’s management has 
little knowledge of how to treat women 
from marginalised communities serving 
at a certain grade is evident from the fact 
that an IC member who happens to cur-
rently lead the women’s right theme had 
the gumption of telling my Dalit colleague 
who was also facing sexual harassment, in a 
one-to-one conversation on her experience 
of workplace harassment, “Meri aunty ne 

mujheekbaarkahatha, Taaliekhaath se na-
hibajti.”  My colleague was crying after the 
conversation.

There is impunity, and then there is un-
ending, unphased and unchallenged impu-
nity enjoyed by the senior management at 
Amnesty India.

I am not at all negating some other 
strands of work that the organisation has 
done or is doing which may have created 
an impact. In fact, it must continue to work 
on issues of importance. Documentation 
of hate crimes against Dalits and other 
marginalised groups is imperative, but to 
take actual steps addressing it is equally 
so. Merely issuing tweets and statements 
when something as serious as a rape occurs 
makes a human rights organisation no dif-
ferent from a media house. One questions 
intentions when there is greater discussion 
on how many media houses then picked up 
the quote issued, instead of engagement 
with the issue on the ground. I have been 
guilty of this tweet business myself to prove 
my performance and worth at the organi-
sation. In meetings, only media pick ups 
seem to be discussed-on ground engage-
ment is minimal if at all.

There is acute underrepresentation of 
the marginalised in the higher pay grades. 
The representation of Muslims at deci-
sion making positions, is almost zero – not 
even one at the board level, none at the 
senior Management level (SMT) or Pro-
gram Manager level (MMT), just one at the 
senior campaigner level (In Kashmir, as it 
happens) and no campaigner either. The 
executive director’s writes articles on how 
much he cares for Muslims and Dalits in 
India but him not caring to include those 
of us from those same backgrounds in dis-
cussions and meetings is telling. Taking the 
microphone away from us does not mean 
you are helping us. It just means your voice 
is heard, not ours

I stand firm with Amnesty International’ 
s values but against the values of the upper 
class, upper caste management of Amnesty 
International India. A core precept of this 
value is to ‘take injustice personally’. I may 
not have a job as I write this, but my resig-
nation has kept my dignity and belief in hu-
man rights for all, intact.

MariyaSalim is a researcher and 
women’s rights activist.

EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Saturday, September 22, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Too many people 
could be vying for your attention today, Aries. 
All of them want advice or help. This could be 
flattering, and you’ll probably want to help 

them, but it can also be unsettling and make it hard to 
focus. Don’t let this set your temper on edge and cause 
you to snap at your friends. Take each request one at a 
time, make no promises, and do your best.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There could be 
trouble brewing in the workplace, Taurus. 
Some of your colleagues neither like nor 
trust each other and find it impossible to 

work together. Adjustments are needed if everyone is 
going to work to the best of their abilities. If you’re in 
a position to handle this, do it now. If you aren’t, dis-
tance yourself from the situation. It’s the only way to 
stay sane!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Squabbles may 
come up between you and a sibling or neigh-
bor, Gemini. Your ability to compromise is 
definitely called for here. If you aren’t care-

ful, this could turn into a battle of wills. The minute 
the disagreement comes up, try to talk it out and turn 
it into a win/win situation. Otherwise, things may be 
said that shouldn’t be, and feelings could remain hurt 
for a long time.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Money matters 
might cause you a few headaches, Cancer. 
You could be torn between the desire to put 
money aside for the future and the impulse 

to buy something that you’ve wanted for a long time. 
There may be a way to have it both ways. Save a little 
less and try to find a bargain price for your item. Take 
everything into consideration and work it out before 
you make yourself crazy.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Too much rigor-
ous exercise over the past few days might 
have you feeling a little sore and tired, 
Leo. Your nerves may be on edge, and you 

could be more likely than usual to snap at those 
around you. Try to ease both nerves and muscle 
aches by soaking in a hot bath. Herbal tea might 
also help. Accept that you should take it easy today 
and then do it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Spiritual break-
throughs may have you feeling a little discon-
certed, Virgo. Clearing away deadwood, such as 
past traumas, might tell you a few things about 

yourself you’d rather not face. It’s vital to release them in 
order to progress as a human being. Even if tears are in-
volved, this is a positive development. You’ll feel happier 
once it’s all set free. Onward and upward!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A conference of 
some kind could touch upon some pretty 
volatile issues, Libra. People could disagree 
to the point that the meeting turns into a 

shouting match. You probably have strong opinions on 
this as well, but don’t get involved. You won’t be able to 
stop the argument, and it can only cause you stress. If 
you can, avoid this meeting altogether. Think about it!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Is your sig-
nificant other caught up in family problems 
and unable to spend time with you? Don’t let 
your insecurity get the best of you. Your part-

ner needs to deal with family now. Relax, do what you 
want to do, and have confidence that you’ll be spend-
ing more time together as soon as possible. After deal-
ing with family quarrels, you’ll be a peaceful refuge for 
your partner.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Matters in-
volving communication seem to be fouled up, 
Sagittarius. Messages may not get delivered, 
emails may not go through, and people might 

misinterpret your words. This could create a mess that 
brings everything to a screeching halt. You need to speak 
to people directly, give detailed instructions, use simple 
language, and make sure they take notes, or beware of 
the consequences!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your values 
could oppose those of a business or roman-
tic partner today, Capricorn. One of you 
may be overly pragmatic and the other too 

idealistic. One seems callous, while the other seems to 
be living in a dream world. This could be a milestone 
in your relationship if approached properly. If you can’t 
create a win/win situation, perhaps you should recon-
sider the partnership.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If you’ve been 
having trouble reaching a romantic partner, 
Aquarius, it might be a good idea to stop try-
ing. Your friend is having a rough day and 

might not make the best company. In fact, your be-
loved could view a call from you as an unwelcome in-
terruption and be short, if not downright rude. If you 
speak with your friend, keep it brief and plan to get to-
gether - just not today.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may feel a bit 
restless and unsettled without really knowing 
why, Pisces. Stresses on the job could churn 
up repressed resentment from the past that 

you need to release. Try to discern exactly what these 
stresses remind you of. If you’re unable to do this, how-
ever, you’ll probably still reap the benefits of the re-
lease. Stay focused on your work and just let it happen.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

It’s Teamwork: How Dolphins Learn to Work Together for Rewards

The Many Reasons Why I Left My Job at Amnesty International India
I stand firm with Amnesty International’s values but against the values of the upper class, upper caste management of Amnesty International India.

Stephanie King | The Conversation

MariyaSalim | thewire.in
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Chidambaram slams govt. for its 
‘heavy-handed’ approach towards NPA
New Delhi, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
Senior Congress leader 
P Chidambaram Friday 
slammed the Modi gov-
ernment for its banking 
policy, saying due to its 
“heavy-handed” approach 
towards non-perform-
ing assets, banks have no 
money to lend.

In a series of tweets, 
the former finance min-
ister also claimed that 
though export credit had 
declined from Rs 39,000 
crore in June, 2017, to Rs 
22,300 crore in June, 2018, 
the government thinks 
that it is taking steps to 
boost exports.

“In a climate of sus-
picion and vendetta, the 
only thing a banker looks 
forward to is the date of 
retirement. 

“Thanks to the NDA 
g ov e r n m e n t’s  h e a v y-
handed approach to the 
NPA problem, banks have 
no money to lend and 
bankers have no mind to 
lend,” he said.

Chidambaram said the 

P Chidambaram

India axes talks with Pakistan in New 
York; ‘unfortunate’ says Pakistan 

Activist wants Jet Airways booked for ‘attempted murder’

Modi govt. has lost moral right to continue — Cong.

Bengal institutions won’t 
celebrate ‘Surgical Strike Day’

Kerala Catholic bishop 
arrested over nun’s rape 

New Delhi / Islamabad, Sep. 21 
(IANS): Blaming Pakistan for the killing 
of security personnel in Jammu and 
Kashmir and accusing it of glorifying 
terrorism, India on Friday called off 
talks between the two foreign minis-
ters in New York in a move termed by 
Pakistan as “unfortunate” and “taken 
under internal pressure”.

External Affairs Ministers Sushma 
Swaraj and her Pakistani counterpart 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi were set to 
meet on the sidelines of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York next week, 
marking the first thaw in bilateral ties 
that have steadily deteriorated.

The Indian government said in 
a strongly-worded statement that 
since the announcement of the talks 
on Thursday, two “deeply disturbing” 
developments had taken place that 
led to Islamabad’s “evil agenda” be-
ing exposed. In the first such incident 
earlier in the day, terrorists abducted 
and gunned down three policemen in 
Jammu and Kashmir, marking a sharp 
escalation in militancy in the state 

which India says is backed by Pakistan.
Also, Islamabad on Thursday had 

issued postage stamps in memory of 
Burhan Wani, a Hizbul Mujahideen 
leader who was shot dead by Indian 
security forces in July 2016, sparking 
widespread street protests.

“Now, it is obvious that behind 
Pakistan’s proposal for talks to make 
a fresh beginning, the evil agenda of 
Pakistan stands exposed and the true 
face of the new Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan, Imran Khan, has been revealed 
to the world,” Ministry spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar said.

“In view of the changed situation, 
there will be no meeting between the 
foreign ministers of India and Pakistan 
in New York,” he said.

Calling the development “unfor-
tunate”, Qureshi said: “We had already 
told India that if they take one step 
towards us, we will take two. However, 
it seems that they faltered after taking 
just one step.” 

He told Dawn online the world 
should see that “Pakistan has held a 

positive outlook towards the situation 
while India’s attitude has not been so 
forthcoming”.

The Pakistani minister said it ap-
peared as if New Delhi was facing 
internal pressure. “If the meeting is 
not to be considered as part of talks 
between the two countries, then what 
is the purpose of it? 

Pakistan’s Information Minister Fa-
wad Chaudhry said extremist groups 
in India were sabotaging talks between 
the two countries and that “entire 
world was watching Pakistan stand for 
peace and dialogue.

“It appears as if the Indian cabinet 
lacks consensus on the matter... If 
you won’t talk, then issues will not be 
resolved,” he was cited as saying by 
Geo News.

A day earlier, India had announced 
that it had accepted Pakistan’s request 
for a meeting between Sushma Swaraj 
and Qureshi.  New Delhi said that it 
agreed for the New York meeting in 
response to the spirit reflected in the 
letters from Khan as well as Qureshi.

Govt. had no say in Rafale deal — Defence Ministry
New Delhi, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Amid media reports of 
former French President 
Francois Hollande claiming 
that the Indian government 
suggested a particular pri-
vate firm for Rafale offset 
contract, the Defence Min-
istry on Friday reiterated 
that neither government 
had any say in the “com-
mercial decision”.

“The report referring to 
former French president 
Mr. Hollande’s statement 

that government of India 
insisted upon a particular 
firm as offset partner for 
the Dassault Aviation in 
Rafale is being verified,” 
the Defence Ministry said 
in a tweet.

“It is reiterated that nei-
ther government of India 
nor French government 
had any say in the commer-
cial decision,” it said.

Hollande has been 
quoted by an article in 
French website “Media-

part” as claiming that the 
Indian government had 
asked the French govern-
ment to nominate Reliance 
Defence as its India partner 
in the Rafale jet offset deal. 
“We did not have a say in 
this,” Hollande was quoted 
by the website as saying. 
“The Indian government 
proposed this service group 
and Dassault negotiated 
with Ambani.”

The opposition has 
been alleging that the 

Anil Ambani firm was fa-
voured in the INR 21,000 
crore contract at the cost 
of state-owned Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
despite the private firm 
having no prior experience 
in aerospace manufactur-
ing. 

The Narendra Modi 
government has repeatedly 
said it was Dassault that 
chose its India partner and 
that the government has 
had no say in the deal. 

Mumbai, Sep. 21 (IANS): A day after 
30 passengers of a Jet Airways flight 
suffered bleeding through ears and 
nose, a Mumbai activist on Friday 
asked the police to book the airline for 
‘attempted murder’.

Activist Asad Ashraf Patel, who 
also runs a local newspaper, lodged 
the complaint with Sahar Police Sta-
tion through his lawyer, Rajkumarlax-
man Arjunrao Rajhuns.

In the four-pager, Patel has ac-
cused the crew of Jet Airways of ‘der-
eliction of duty’ and ‘poor crisis man-
agement’ leading to the incident on 
September 20 on its Mumbai-Jaipur 
flight No. 9W-0697.

The complainant said that after 
watching the entire episode unfurling 
on the media, he himself called up the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport (CSMIA) authorities 
who confirmed the same.

“After an hour of high-altitude 
flying, the flight had to make an 
emergency landing and about 30 pas-

sengers had blood (in ears and nose) 
and the rest were suffocating, putting 
the travelers in death-bed situation 
and condition,” said Patel.

He alleged that this amounts to 
‘attempted murder’ of all the 166 
passengers on-board and the airline 
and its crew must be booked under 
the relevant Indian Penal Code sec-
tions.

In an unprecedented develop-
ment in Indian aviation history, 
at least 30 passengers of the early 
Thursday morning Jet Airways flight 
suffered nasal and ear bleeding due 
to low cabin pressure after the cock-
pit crew reportedly failed to activate 
what is called a ‘bleed switch’ before 
take-off.

This led to an imbalance in the 
cabin pressure and oxygen masks 
were deployed with which most pas-
sengers breathed.

Taking serious cognizance of the 
incident, the government ordered a 
safety audit plan for the entire avia-

tion industry to be submitted by Di-
rector General of Civil Aviation within 
30 days, while Jet Airways derostered 
the cockpit crew pending investiga-
tions.

Though the incident was first of its 
kind in Indian skies, there have been 
a few similar ones with disastrous 
consequences elsewhere in the world.

In August 2005, a Helios Airways 
flight from Cyprus to Athens had suf-
fered a loss in cabin pressure which 
immobilized the crew, the plane flew 
on autopilot till the fuel ran out and it 
crashed, killed all 121 passengers and 
the crew on board.

A similar incident was recorded 
in April 1988, when an Aloha Airlines 
flight between Hili and Honolulu in 
Hawaii Islands suffered huge damage 
after an explosive decompression, but 
managed to land safely at Kahului 
Airport in Maui.

However, one flight attendant 
Clarabelle Lansing was killed after 
getting ejected from the aircraft.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (IANS): Launching 
a scathing attack on the Narendra 
Modi government over its alleged mis-
handling of Jammu and Kashmir and 
relations with Pakistan, the Congress 
on Friday said the government has 
lost its right to continue in the office.

“Pakistan policy is an oxymoron 
because there is no Pakistan policy. 
What we have is momentary, knee-
jerk, transient responses which de-
pend on the mood of the moment,” 
Congress spokesman Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi said here after the Ministry 
of External Affairs on Thursday con-
firmed a meeting between External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and 
her Pakistan counterpart on the 
sidelines of the annual UN General 
Assembly meet.

He questioned the Modi govern-

ment’s decision asking how could 
talks happen when outfits like Jaish-
e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba 
were still operating out of Pakistan 
soil and posing grave threat to not 
just the peace of subcontinent but the 
entire globe.

“Recently, for the first time in the 
last 70 years, Russia and Pakistan have 
conducted a joint military exercise. 
Russia is also selling MI-35 helicop-
ters to Pakistan under a defence co-
operation pact,” Singhvi said.

Singhvi also questioned the gov-
ernment’s “silence” on the Kashmir 
situation where several Special Police 
Officers (SPOs) and cops have re-
signed -- although the J&K Police has 
denied any such resignations -- in the 
last 24 hours in the midst of threats 
from militants.

“We have absolute silence or 
empty, hollow words. What is the 
Prime Minister and the ruling party 
doing about the crown of the country, 
the nation wants to know. What is 
happening under its nose is terrible,” 
Singhvi said.

“In less than 24 hours, we have 
three more policemen abducted and 
10 policemen resigning. If this doesn’t 
shake the government, what will? And 
we have hollow explanation from the 
Home Ministry saying the resignation 
is not out of fear. The Home Ministry 
wants to believe that police men are 
joyously resigning,” Singhvi said.

“They have put a thermometer 
to find out there is no fear. What kind 
of hypocrisy is this? This government 
has no moral right to continue in the 
office,” he said.

Kolkata, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Te r m i n g  t h e  Un i v e r-
s i t y  Gra n t s  Co m m i s -
sion (UGC)’s circular to 
celebrate “Surgical Strike 
Day” on September 29 as 
“BJP’s gimmick ahead of 
the elections”, West Bengal 
Education Minister Partha 
Chatterjee on Friday said 
educational institutions in 
the state will not celebrate 
the day.

The decision to cele-
brate the Surgical Strike 
Day was announced on 
Thursday when the UGC in 
a letter to all Vice Chancel-
lors of the universities had 
asked them to hold special 
parades by the National 
Cadet Corps and pledge 
of support by students to 
the armed forces through 
letters and cards on Sep-
tember 29.

“It is a part of BJP’s agen-
da before the 2019 elections 
which they are trying to 
push through UGC. The 
BJP is trying to politicise the 
Indian Army. It is a matter of 
shame and we do not sup-

port it,” Chatterjee told the 
reporters here.

The Minister clarified 
that the state government 
has utmost respect for the 
country’s soldiers and their 
sacrifices but it will not sup-
port any attempt by the 
saffron outfit to politicise 
the army.

On September 29 in 
2016, the Indian Army car-
ried out “surgical strikes” 
on seven terrorist launch 
pads across the LoC in Pa-
kistan-administered Kash-
mir in response to an attack 
on its base in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Uri earlier that 
month.

While Pakistan rejected 
that a strike took place, 
stating that Indian troops 
had not crossed the Line 
of Control but had only 
skirmished with Pakista-
ni troops at the border, 
the Indian Army had said 
its special forces inflicted 
“significant casualties” on 
terrorists waiting there to 
cross onto the Indian ter-
ritory.

Kochi, Sep. 21 (IANS): Af-
ter three days of question-
ing, the Kerala Police on 
Friday arrested Bishop 
Franco Mulakkal, who 
heads the Roman Catho-
lic Diocese in Jalandhar 
and has been accused of 
repeatedly raping a nun, 
police said.

This is the first time in 
the country that a bishop 
has been arrested for rape. 
“Given the stature of the 
accused, the police left 
nothing to chance before 
arresting him,” and a po-
lice officer who spoke on 
the condition of anonym-
ity.

The arrest came after 
the bishop was questioned 
for three consecutive days 
at the Crime Branch office 
near Tripunithura here.

The police will now 
take Mulakkal, who has 
maintained that he is 
innocent, for a medical 
examination and then 
produce him before a 
magistrate in Kottayam 
as the crime took place in 
that district.

Mulakkal has been 
accused of repeatedly 
sexually abusing the nun 
between 2014 and 2016. 
She raised her complaint 
against the Bishop in June.

The news of his arrest 
was received with shout-

ing of slogans at a venue 
where five nuns have been 
on an indefinite protest 
along with the public for 
the past 14 days demand-
ing his arrest.

“We still can’t believe 
that he has been arrested. 
We are overjoyed,” ex-
claimed a nun.

“We are extremely hap-
py. This happened only be-
cause we got the support 
of the public and also the 
media,” said another nun.

The arrest became a 
certainty on Friday morn-
ing when a police official 
came to the victim, who is 
staying at a convent near 
Kottayam, to take state-
ments for the seventh time 
since June, when she first 
raised the issue.

The official took about 
half hour and passed on 
the outcome to the inves-
tigation officer who was 
questioning the bishop.

The nuns in Kochi pro-
testing for the past 14 days 
demanding his arrest se-
cured widespread support 
from the civil society.

Like in the past two 
days, on Friday too the 
bishop accompanied by 
his counsel and a few 
priests arrived for the 
questioning under heavy 
police escort around 10.45 
a.m.

Aadhaar, Ayodhya and adultery — SC 
verdicts likely next week
New Delhi, Sep. 21 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court is likely to pro-
nounce next week a spate of 
judgement including on Aad-
haar, Ayodhya and adultery that 
would have bearings on the right 
to privacy, politics and social 
morality.
The verdicts on the challenge 
to the constitutional validity of 
Aadhaar on the touchstone of it 
being volatile of right to privacy 
and the “discriminatory” adul-
tery law that punishes the man 
alone for being in extramarital 
relationship will be delivered by 
constitution bench.
In the case of Aadhaar, the court 
pronouncement whether it 
could have been brought as a 
money bill will have a bearing 
on the powers of the Speaker to 
allow a bill to be presented as 
a money bill that debars Rajya 
Sabha from deciding its fate.
The issue was raised by Congress 
lawmaker in Rajya Sabha Jairam 
Ramesh questioning the Lok 
Sabha Speaker’s decision to allow 
the tabling of Aadhaar Bill as a 
money bill. 
The next five days starting with 

Monday (September 24) become 
significant as both the constitu-
tion bench and the three-judge 
bench are headed by Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra and he is left 
with six working days -- from 
September 24 to September 28 
and October 1 - his last working 
day as Chief Justice in regular 
court.
Though Chief Justice Misra re-
tires on October 2, it being the 
national holiday on account 
Mahatama Gandhi’s birth an-

niversary, the court will not be 
functioning. In all likelihood, 
most of the judgements are likely 
to be pronounced in the coming 
week. 
In the case of Ayodhya, the court 
will decide whether challenge to 
the 2010 Allahabad High Court 
verdict on Ayodhya title suit be 
heard by a regular bench or a 
five-judges constitution bench. 
The Muslim litigants have insist-
ed that the matter be heard by a 
five-judge constitution bench as 

the High Court verdict dividing 
the disputed land in three parts 
giving one to deity of Ramlala 
Virajman, another to Hindu sect 
Nirmohi Akhara and a third to 
the Muslims have relied on a 
1994 top court judgment.
The Muslim litigants contest 
the 1994 judgment which says 
mosque is not integral to Muslim 
practice of offering prayers.
Besides the likely pronounce-
ment of judgments on Aadhaar, 
Ayodhya and adultery, the top 
court is likely to give verdict on 
challenge to the prohibition of 
menstruating women in the age 
group of 10 to 50 years to enter 
Ayyappa’s Sabrimala temple, 
and challenge to the practice of 
female genital mutilation among 
Dawoodi Bohra community.
Another important judgment 
will be on Centre’s petition ques-
tioning the 2006 judgement lay-
ing down criteria of quantifiable 
date demonstrating the inad-
equacy of SC/ST representation 
in higher echelon of administra-
tion coupled with administrative 
efficiency for grant of reservation 
in promotion.

It is politically sensitive for the 
government as it has questioned 
the conditions for permitting 
reservation in promotion. 
The Centre has contended be-
fore the top court that being SC/
ST is a “great stigma” that can’t 
be erased by having the benefit 
of reservation for two or more 
generations.
Another judgment that may 
have a bearing on cleansing the 
legislatures of politicians with 
criminal antecedents would be 
at what stage a person charged 
with criminal cases be ousted 
from the electoral fray. 
Besides the verdict on the plea 
for top court monitored SIT 
probe into the recent arrest of 
five right activists, another im-
portant judgement will be chal-
lenge to Gujarat High Court 
order on the 2017 election of 
Congress leader Ahmed Patel as 
Rajya Sabha member.
Patel has challenged the High 
Court permitting trial on the 
election petition by defeated 
candidate Balwantsinh Rajput 
alleging corrupt practices in the 
election. 

Somen Mitra new Bengal 
Congress chief
New Delhi, Sep. 21 (IANS): The Congress on Friday 
appointed Somendra Nath Mitra as the president of 
the party’s West Bengal unit replacing Adhir Ranajan 
Chowdhury who has been made the chairman of the 
state units campaign committee. Besides the appoint-
ments of Mitra and Chowdhury, Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi also named Pradip Bhattacharya as the 
chairman of the Coordination Committee.  

AAP to contest all 119 
assembly seats in Telangana
New Delhi, Sep. 21 (IANS): The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Friday announced that it will be contesting 
all the 119 assembly seats in Telangana in the upcom-
ing elections. The Election Commission is yet to an-
nounce the poll schedule.

Five killed in UP road 
accident
Lucknow, Sep. 21 (IANS): Five persons were killed 
and two dozen injured after a bus overturned in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Amroha district on Friday, police said. The 
bus, which was going from Joya to Sambhal, over-
turned apparently due to bursting of its rear tyre. It 
then hit a mini-truck, an official said.

NEWS IN BRIEF

report of the United Na-
tions Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) and the 
Oxford Poverty and Hu-
man Development Ini-
tiative has said 27.1 crore 
people in India were lifted 
out of poverty between 
2005-06 and 2015-16 and 
of those 10 years, the UPA 
was in the government for 

eight years.
“For the BJP govern-

ment, its bloggers and 
bhakths, every problem 
is a ‘legacy’ issue. Wish to 
remind them that lifting 
27.1 crore people out of 
poverty is also a ‘legacy’ 
issue,” he said.

Painting a gloomy pic-
ture of the banking sector, 

the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has said Gross NPA 
ratio of banks is likely to 
rise from 11.6 per cent in 
March 2018 to 12.2 per 
cent by the end of the cur-
rent fiscal.

In its Financial Sta-
bility Report (FSR), the 
RBI has said stress in the 
banking sector continues 
as gross non-performing 
advances (GNPA) ratio 
rises further.

“Macro-stress tests in-
dicate that under the base-
line scenario of current 
macroeconomic outlook, 
SCBs’ (scheduled com-
mercial banks) GNPA ratio 
may rise from 11.6 per 
cent in March 2018 to 12.2 
per cent by March 2019,” 
it said.

Referring to the 11 
state-owned banks under 
prompt corrective action 
framework (PCA), the RBI 
said they may experience 
worsening of their GNPA 
ratio from 21 per cent in 
March 2018 to 22.3 per 
cent by this fiscal-end.



Aberdeen, Sep. 21 (PTI/
AFP): A woman opened 
fire with a handgun on 
Thursday at the ware-
house where she worked 
in the eastern US state of 
Maryland, killing three 
people and wounding an-
other three in the country’s 
latest mass shooting, po-
lice said. 

T h e  s u s p e c t  - -  a 
26-year-old identified as 
Snochia Moseley -- died 
after shooting herself in 
the head, Harford County 
Sheriff Jeff Gahler told re-
porters.

Gahler said Moseley 
was a temporary employee 
at the distribution center 
for the Rite Aid drugstore 
chain in Aberdeen, Mary-
land.

“We do not have a 
motive for this senseless 
crime,” he said, but terror-
ism did not appear likely.

The sheriff said the 
three wounded victims 
were hospitalized and were 
expected to survive.

He did not release the 
names of any of the victims 
pending notification of 
their families.

Mass shootings are 
common in the United 
States but the vast major-

ity involve men and the 
Aberdeen incident is a rare 
mass shooting carried out 
by a woman.

Gahler said Moseley 
lived in Baltimore County 
and the handgun she used 
in the attack, a 9mm Glock, 
was registered under her 
name.

He said she was armed 
with the single handgun 
and several magazines.

He described how 
the woman turned up for 
work around 9:00 am (1300 
GMT) and the shooting 
began just minutes later. 
He said people were shot 
both inside and outside the 
Rite Aid warehouse.

Police responded with-
in five minutes to reports 
of gunfire but Gahler said 
no shots were fired by law 
enforcement.

“We got completely 
bombarded by -- I’m not 
exaggerating -- 20-30 cops, 
and then ambulances and 
everything started pouring 
in,” a witness told WBAL-
TV.

Andre Cedeno, 30, told 
The Baltimore Sun that his 
sister, Lea, was at the Rite 
Aid facility and he rushed 
there from his own work-
place after he heard of the 

shooting.
“She had a panic,” 

Cedeno said, and hid in a 
bathroom. “It’s crazy that 
people don’t respect life.” 
The incident is the lat-
est in an epidemic of gun 
violence that has struck 
schools and workplaces 
across the United States, 
where the right to bear 
arms is protected by the US 
constitution.

Attacks by women, 
however, account for less 
than five percent of the 
total, according to law en-
forcement officials and 
academics.

Thursday’s attack came 
five months after an Iran-
born female animal rights 
activist gunned down three 
people before killing her-
self at YouTube’s California 
headquarters.

Maryland made grim 
headlines around the 
world in June when five 
employees of the Capital-
Gazette died after a gun-
man stormed their An-
napolis newsroom.

The man police say is 
responsible had harassed 
Capital-Gazette employees 
for years over an article 
about criminal stalking 
charges against him.

London, Sep. 21 (PTI): British Prime Min-
ister Theresa May on Friday issued the 
European Union (EU) with an ultimatum 
to come up with an alternative plan for 
Brexit and treat the UK with respect in the 
negotiations.

Her televised statement from Downing 
Street came after a day of upheavals in Salz-
burg at Austria, during which European 
Council Head Donald Tusk announced 
that the UK’s Brexit plans were unwork-

able. 
May hit back at the EU leaders for re-

jecting her plan with no alternative at this 
“late stage of negotiations”, saying it was 
“not acceptable”.

“I will not overturn the result of the ref-
erendum nor will I break up my country,” 
a defiant British PM said.

“Yesterday Donald Tusk said our pro-
posals would undermine the single mar-
ket. He didn’t explain how in any detail or 
make any counter-proposal. So we are at 
an impasse,” she said.

Her  statement  fur ther  noted: 
“Throughout this process I have treated 
the EU with nothing but respect. The UK 
expects the same, a good relationship at 
the end of this process depends on it.

“At this late stage in the negotiations, it 
is not acceptable to simply reject the other 
side’s proposals without a detailed expla-
nation and counter proposals. So we now 
need to hear from the EU what the real is-
sues are and what their alternative is so we 
can discuss them. Until we do, we cannot 
make progress.” 

She said the two sides were still “a long 
way apart” on two big issues: the post-
Brexit economic relationship between the 
UK and EU, and the “backstop” for the Irish 
border, if there is a delay in implementing 
that relationship. 

Beijing, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
China on Friday asked the 
US to lift the sanctions on 
the Chinese military for 
buying Russian fighter jets 
and weapons or “bear the 
consequences.”

“C h i n a  e x p re s s e d 
strong indignation towards 
the unreasonable move 
by the US and has made 
solemn representation,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Geng Sh-
uang said.

He added that Wash-
ington had violated the ba-
sic norms of international 
relations and disturbed ties 
with China. “We strongly 
call on the US to remedy 
the mistake and cancel the 
sanctions. Otherwise, it has 
to bear the consequences.”

The US slapped the 
sanctions on the Chinese 
military’s Equipment De-
velopment Department 
and its Director Li Shangfu 
for buying Su-35 combat 
aircraft and S-400 surface-
to-air missile system from 
Russia.

Washington said that 
the action was taken to 
punish Russia for allegedly 
meddling in the US presi-
dential elections.

US officials said it was 
the first time anyone was 
sanctioned for doing busi-
ness with people on Wash-
ington’s blacklist of Russian 
operatives.

The list was mandated 
by the Countering Amer-
ica’s Adversaries Through 

Sanctions Act, passed by 
Congress amid concern 
that President Donald 
Trump would not take 
tough action against Rus-
sia and could even move to 
ease sanctions on Moscow.

Nairobi, Sep. 21 (PTI/AFP): 
The death toll in a ferry 
capsize in Lake Victoria 
climbed to 126 on Friday, 
as Tanzanian rescue work-
ers pressed on with the 
search to find scores more 
people feared drowned.

The MV Nyerere may 
have been carrying as 
many as 200 passengers -- 
double the ferry’s capacity 
-- when it capsized close 
to the pier on Ukara Island 
on Thursday, according to 
reports on state media.

Witnesses reached by 
AFP said the ferry sank 
when passengers rushed to 
one side to disembark as it 
approached the dock.

The death toll rose to 
126 by mid-afternoon Fri-
day, according to Tanza-
nia’s transport minister.

“We are sad to report 
there are 126 dead,” Isack 
Kamwele told state televi-
sion, adding that a further 

update would be provided 
at 6pm local time (1500 
GMT).

Mwanza governor John 
Mongella had earlier said 
the number of survivors 
was 40, but it was unclear 
whether any new survivors 
had been found since res-
cue operations resumed 
with police and army 
divers on Friday morning.

“Operations are con-
tinuing,” he said.

Rescue operations 
were suspended overnight 
Thursday and hopes are 
fading that more survivors 
might still be found.

State television cited 
witnesses reporting that 
more than 200 people had 
boarded the ferry at Bugol-
ora, a town on the larger 
Ukerewe Island, where it 
was market day when lo-
cals said the vessel was 
usually packed with people 
and goods.

Colombo, Sep. 21 (PTI): Sri 
Lanka’s Parliament on Fri-
day voted to suspend two 
of its Opposition mem-
bers for misbehaving and 
insulting Speaker Karu 
Jayasuriya in July.

The motions against 
Wimal Weerawansa and 
Prasanna Ranaweera were 
adopted by majority vote 
for their suspension for 
two weeks. They were part 
of a parliamentary fracas 
in the mid July when they 

raised the issue of alleged 
violation of the constitu-
tion by a Tamil state min-
ister.

Both the members of 
the Joint Opposition were 
found to have led a rumpus 
in the Parliament on July 3 
when the House discussed 
an allegedly inflammatory 
statement made by MP 
Vijayakala Maheswaran 
regarding the the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), a banned terrorist 

organisation.
The two backers of the 

former president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa were accused of 
the bad behaviour while 
disobeying the orders of 
the speaker.

W e e r a w a n s a , 
Ranaweera and other Op-
position members moved 
Jayasuriya to suspend her 
from parliament. Jayasuri-
ya said he could only take 
action against her after the 
due procedure.
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 JoWanda Strickland- Lucas, of Aberdeen, Md., speaks to Maryland State Police near the perimeter of a 
scene where a shooting took place in Aberdeen, Md. on Thursday, Sept. 20, 

AP/PTI

British Prime Minister Theresa May makes a state-
ment on Brexit negotiations with the European 
Union, at 10 Downing Street, in London, Friday, 
Sept. 21, 2018. 
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US warehouse, commits suicide

Theresa May demands EU 
respect in Brexit ‘impasse’

Lift sanctions or face 
consequences — 
China warns US

At least 126 dead in Lake 
Victoria ferry disaster

Two Lanka’s Opposition MPs 
suspended from Parliament

Vietnam President dead after prolonged illness

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-424/18/5381-32 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
LIMAWATI JAMIR -Vrs- IMSUYANGER resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21/10/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: LIMAWATI JAMIR
Village/Block No: BAMUNPUKHURI, Patta No: 17
Dag No: 17, Area: 00B-01K-06Ls
North: KHYOLAMO & LIMA, South: AO LAND
East: LIMAWATI, West: APP ROAD

NOTICE

D-6010

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-426/18/5385-86 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti LIMAWATI JAMIR -Vrs- ELITHUNG LOTHA resident of 
BAMUNPUKHURI Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21/10/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: LIMAWATI JAMIR
Village/Block No: BAMUNPUKHURI, Patta No: 17
Dag No: 17, Area: 00B-02K-0½Ls
North: CHINITHUNG KIKON, South: YEIBA KONYAK
East: Approach Road, West: FISHERY

NOTICE

D-6011

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-425/18/5383-84 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
LIMAWATI JAMIR -Vrs- RUTH JAMI resident of BAMUNPUKHURI 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: LIMAWATI JAMIR
Village/Block No: BAMUNPUKHURI-I, Patta No: 17
Dag No: 18, Area: 00B-03K-13Ls
North: SHIKAHO ACHUMI, South: APP ROAD
East: LIMA, West: APP ROAD

NOTICE

D-6012

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-392/18/4779-80 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Member 
of Model Village represented by its G.B. Mr. Thejau Liegise -Vrs- Shri. 
Mhiesivi Terhuja resident of Kuda ‘B’ Khel Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Member of Model Village
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 25
Dag No: 27 & 42, Area: 00B-02K-10Ls
North: Nallah, South: Approach Road
East: Nguca Punyu, West: Akhumla

NOTICE

D-6014

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-433/18/5414-15 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Nayan 
Mech -Vrs- Teiso Mech & Reuben Mech resident of Padumpukhuri 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Nayan Mech
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 56
Dag No: 417, Area: 01B-01K-13Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Kezhasezolie
East: Vikhu Sema, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-6015

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 22nd Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-422/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti N.Niza 
Angami -Vrs- K. Samuel Wotsami resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 22.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: N. Niza Angami
Village/Block No: 7th Mile, Patta No: 14
Dag No: 6, Area: 01-00-04
North: Niza Angami, South: Samuel Wotsami
East: Niza Angami, West: N.H. 29

NOTICE

D-6016

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER:  

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND
Ph: 03862-248530: Fax-03862-248050 email:SushilKrpatel@Yahoo.co.in

Dated Dimapur the 21st Sept 2018

NO-Rev-67/DMF/17-D/          / Notice is hereby given that Shri 
Gunling Konyak resident of Dimapur, has applied for Duplicate land 
Patta, covered by Patta No.386, Dag No.664, measuring an area 
04B-00K-00 Ls, situated at Padumpukhuri, Mouza No.03, which 
was lost or misplaced. 
The said land is bounded as under:-
North: Road, South: Gunling Konyak 
West: Plot of Ahovi GB, East: Gunling Konyak
Therefore, any claims/objection concerning to the said land may be 
submitted to this office in writing on or before 21.10.18.

Sd/-(SUSHIL KUMAR PATEL) IAS
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

 D-6018

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the     th       18
NOTICE

No.M-281/18/        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Neikho-o 
Mere -Vrs- Temjen Jamir resident of Padumpukhuri Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 12.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Neikho-o Mere
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 345
Dag No: 668/1774, Area: 001B-00K-06Ls
North: Nosaba Ao, South: Pur Ao, 
East: Bupi Lkr, West: Lima Jamir

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-6019                

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES
ANSARI NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110 029

NOTICE No : 77/2018

Davp 17112/11/0044/1819

Open Round of Counseling for B.Sc. (Hons.) Nursing Course 
to be held at AIIMS, NEW DELHI for 2018 session 

The Open Round of Counseling for admission in B.Sc. 
(Hons.) Nursing course-2018 for 7 AIIMS (AIIMS New 
Delhi, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Jodhpur, Patna, Raipur and 
Rishikesh) will be held on 26th September, 2018 at J.L. 
Auditorium, AIIMS, New Delhi at 8.30 AM onwards. 
The detailed information is available at AIIMS website 
www.aiimsexams.org.  
            REGISTRAR 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-427/18/5387-88 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
LIMAWATI JAMIR -Vrs- KHYOLAMO KIYHAN resident of 
BAMUNPUKHURI Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21/10/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: LIMAWATI JAMIR
Village/Block No: BAMUNPUKHURI-I, Patta No: 17
Dag No: 17, Area: 00B-01K-07½Ls
North: APP ROAD, South: YABANG WALLING
East: MHAO YANTHAN, West: LIMA JAMIR

NOTICE

D-6009

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-428/18/5389-90 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
LIMAWATI JAMIR -Vrs- RENCHAMO TSOPOE resident of 
BAMUNPUKHURI Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: LIMAWATI JAMIR
Village/Block No: BAMUNPUKHURI-I, Patta No: 17
Dag No: 17, Area: 00B-02K-4½Ls
North: MAIN ROAD, South: LIMARENLA AO
East: MARLEMLA AO, West: IMLIKUMZAK AO

NOTICE

D-6013

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-431/18/5391-92 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Rev. L. Bizo of 
Comprehensive Rural Development Service (C.R.D.S) -Vrs- Fellowship of Naga 
Baptist Association, FNBA resident of Toulazouma Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 22/10/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Rev.L. Bizo of Comprehensive Rural Development 
Service (C.R.D.S)
Village/Block No: Darogapathar A.K, Patta No: 389
Dag No: 134, Area: 04B-01K-11Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Approach Road
East: Approach Road, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-6017

Hanoi, Sep. 21 (IANS): Vi-
etnam President Tran Dai 
Quang died on Friday af-
ter prolonged illness. He 
was 61.

Tran Dai Quang died in 
the Military Central Hospi-
tal in Hanoi, reported the 
presidential website, add-
ing that he had been un-
dergoing treatment both at 

home and abroad, reports 
Efe news.

He had been elected 
head of state by the Na-
tional Assembly in April 
2016, three months after 
the Communist Party of 
Vietnam (CPV), the only 
legal party in the country, 
nominated him as a can-
didate in its XII congress.

He had also served as 
Minister of Public Security 
from 2011 until he was ap-
pointed President, one of 
the four most powerful 
positions in the country in 
which the general secre-
tary of the CPV acts as de 
facto nation head.

Russia warns US it 
is ‘playing with fire’ 
with sanctions
Moscow, Sep. 21 (PTI/
AFP): Moscow said Friday 
Washington’s latest raft of 
anti-Russian sanctions 
that also target China 
undermined global sta-
bility, warning the United 
States against “playing 
with fire.”  “It would be 
good for them to remem-
ber there is such a con-
cept as global stability 
which they are thought-
lessly undermining by 
whipping up tensions in 
Russian-American ties,” 
deputy foreign minister 
Sergei Ryabkov said in 
a statement. The State 
Department also an-
nounced it was placing 33 
Russian intelligence and 
military-linked actors on 
its sanctions blacklist.

Ryabkov reiterated 
that none of the rounds of 
sanctions had managed 
to force Russia to change 
its course so far.

“ T h e  n u m e r o u s 
American ‘black lists’ in-
creasingly repeat each 
other. It is funny but it is 
so,” he said. 
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ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Actors Bradley Cooper and Lady Gaga starrer “A Star is Born” will release in India on October 12.
Warner Bros Pictures is bringing the film to India. It will release in English, read a statement to IANS. 
Cooper has expanded his creative horizons and will be making his directional debut with “A Star 
Is Born”. He is also co-producing the project through his 22 and Green production company along 
with Jon Peters, Bill Gerber and Basil Iwanyk. The project is based on the eponymous 1937 film, 
which was directed by William Wellmam.  In this new take on the tragic love story, Cooper plays 
seasoned musician Jackson Maine, who discovers and falls in love with struggling artist Ally (Gaga). 
She has just about given up on her dream to make it big as a singer until Maine coaxes her into 
the spotlight. But even as Ally’s career takes off, the personal side of their relationship is breaking 
down, as Maine fights an ongoing battle with his own internal demons. It also features Andrew 
Dice Clay, Dave Chappelle and Sam Elliott. (IANS)

‘A Star is Born’ gets India release date

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm: III Smoking Barrels 

2.30 pm 8 pm: Batti Gul Meter Chalu 

5.30 pm: The Equalizer 2

Wolf Alice celebrate Mercury 
Music Prize success

Screening of short film ‘Jarem’ held in Dimapur

Beyoncé’s ex-drummer accuses 
her of ‘extreme witchcraft’

Statement on retirement 
was a mistake, says 
Robert Redford

Chris Evans to act 
in Apple series

‘Love Sonia’ to be screened at UN

‘Equalizer 2’: An enjoyable 
vigilante film despite mediocrity

W
olf Alice 
have been 
named 
the win-
ners of the 

2018 Hyundai Mercury 
Music Prize for their sec-
ond album Visions Of A 
Life.

The London outfit’s 
second album saw off 
competition from artists 
including Arctic Monkeys, 
Noel Gallagher’s High Fly-
ing Birds and bookmak-
ers’ favourite Nadine Shah 
to pick up the coveted 
award and £25,000.

Accepting the award, 
vocalist and guitarist 
Ellie Rowsell said: “This 
means so much to pick 

this up with my three best 
friends.”

Bassist Theo Ellis add-
ed: “When we first started 
as a band, I remember 
the first label meeting we 
ever had. We walked into a 
room and the geezer said, 
‘You don’t look like a band 
at all. What are you? What 
are you supposed to be?

 “‘All your songs sound 
different, you don’t look 
like each other.’ We never 
really figured it out, but 
here we are. So fuck you!” 

Wolf Alice later 
returned to the stage to 
perform Don’t Delete The 
Kisses from the follow-up 
to My Love Is Cool.

Loudersound

A 
short film titled 
‘Jarem’ directed by 
Bendang Walling 
under OffOn Produc-
tions was screened at 

the Europa Inn in Dimapur on 
Sep. 21. 

The film has been adapted 
from a book by Sentilong 
Ozukum called ‘Sincerely Yours’ 
and the screening saw scores of 
people attending it.

Moa Walling, chairman 
and Managing director of MW 
Enterprise was the chief guest. 
Admitting that even though he 
did not have much knowledge 
on how a movie is made, he 
said that the outcome shows 
the soul of the director of the 
movie.

“Though we might not 
make known of the all the 
things happening in Nagaland, 
this is the right time towards 
reaching the advanced world,” 
he said adding that films are 
the right medium to let others 
know of the State. 

The director, Bendang Wall-
ing is an alumnus of National 
School of Drama, New Delhi 

and has written, produced 
and directed numerous plays 
and dramas over the past two 
decades. As the founder of Hills 
theatre, he has directed a total 
of 12 theatre plays which was 
performed in various festivals 
across the country. He was also 
selected as a Film Fellow by 
the Dharamshala International 
Film Festival (DIFF) 2016 for 
his short film ‘Blissful’ which 
he directed under the aegis of 
OffOn Productions.

OffOn Productions Pvt Ltd 
commonly referred as Of-

fOn films is a motion picture 
production company under 
the aegis of Hills Theatre based 
in Dimapur. It aims to develop 
Naga cinematographic lan-
guage through which the world 
can interpret the rich Naga 
culture and identity. Some of 
the short films produced by 
the company includes Blissful 
(2016), Walakro (2017), Dear 
Collector (2017) and White and 
Blue (2017). The company plans 
to produce full length feature 
films in the coming years. 

Eastern Mirror Desk

B
eyoncé has found herself in 
some brouhaha.

Beyoncé‘s former drum-
mer, Kimberly Thompson, 
requested a restraining order 

against her because she claimed the singer 
practices “extreme witchcraft,” The Blast 
reported. According to the lawsuit, Beyon-
cé has allegedly been using her magic to 

run surveillance and control Thompson’s 
finances. Thompson also claimed that the 
“Lemonade” singer started a campaign of 
harassment against her, which includes 
“dark magic” and “magic spells of sexual 
molestation.” She also alleged Bey mur-
dered her kitten. A judge denied Thomp-
son’s request for a restraining order.

Pagesix

“
Love Sonia”, a film about sex 
trafficking, will be showcased at 
the UN, marking its first screen-
ing in the US.

The movie will be screened 
at UN in New York on October 11, the 
International Day of the Girl Child. The 
screening will be hosted by the UN 
Office for Drugs and Crime and Indian 
anti-trafficking organisation, Apne Aap 
Women Worldwide, read a statement.

“Art is a powerful advocacy tool 
to raise awareness and we hope this 
beautifully acted thoughtful film will 
move people to take action against the 
scourge of sex trafficking,” said Simone 
Monasebian, Director of the UN Office 
for Drugs and Crime.

According to the UNODC, human 
trafficking is the third largest crime in 
the world, involving billions of dollars 
and victimising thousands of people, 
especially women and children.

Survivors of prostitution from Apne 
Aap supported the filmmakers by shar-
ing their life stories with director Tabrez 

Noorani and the actors, showing them 
the red light areas of Kolkata and were 
on the set during filming.

“It’s an honour for us to screen 
our film ‘Love Sonia’ for the UN. I feel 
privileged and I am looking forward to 
the screening on the October 11 in New 
York,” Noorani said.

Ruchira Gupta, Founder of Apne 
Aap, says the movie is an authentic tale 
about the horrors of sex trafficking. 

The screening will be followed by a 
reception to honour the “Love Sonia” 
team. Apne Aap will give The Last Girl 
award to an undisclosed recipient to 
be revealed in the next week or so. Last 
year, this award was given by Apne Aap 
to Ashley Judd. 

“Love Sonia” has a strong ensemble 
cast starring Manoj Bajpayee, Richa 
Chadha, Rajkummar Rao, Sai Tam-
hankar, Adil Hussain, Anupam Kher, 
Demi Moore, Mark Duplass with Freida 
Pinto and newcomers Mrunal Thakur 
and Riya Sisodiya.

IANS

V
eteran actor 
and director 
Robert Redford, 
who had earlier 
revealed that 

he might take retirement 
after “The Old Man and 
the Gun”, now thinks his 
statement was a “mistake”.

In an interview to vari-
ety.com, the 82-year-

old actor has 
said that 
he never 
should 
have stated 
that his last 
film would 

be the up-

coming crime-comedy.
Redford said: “That 

was a mistake. I should 
never have said that. If I’m 
going to retire, I should 
just slip quietly away from 
acting, but I shouldn’t be 
talking about it because I 
think it draws too much 
attention in the wrong 
way. I want to be focused 
on this film and the cast.”

Asked to clarify if this 
is not his final film, Red-
ford responded by saying: 
“I’m not answering that.”

“Keep the mystery 
alive,” he added.

Redford made his 
Hollywood debut in 1959 
in “Tall Story” and hit the 
small screen with various 

roles in 1960. 
Over his 60 years 

long career in Hol-
lywood, Redford 
has earned two 
Oscars, six Golden 

Globes, and one 
BAFTA, among 

several other 
accolades.

IANS

A
ctor Chris Evans has been 
roped in for the lead role in 
Apple series titled “ Defending 
Jacob”.

Being helmed by “The Imi-
tation Game” director Morten Tyldum, 
the thriller series is based on the 2012 
best-selling novel of the same name by 
William Landay, reports variety.com.

The series will also mark the “Aveng-
ers: Infinity War” actor’s first regular tele-
vision role since he appeared in the mini 
series “Opposite Sex” back in 2000, which 
was his only regular TV role to date. 
“Defending Jacob” was created, 
written, and executive produced 
by Mark Bomback, who will also 
serve as showrunner.

Apart from acting, Evans 
will also executive produce 
“Defending Jacob” alongside 
Tyldum. 

Popular for playing super-
hero Captain America in 
the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, Evans recently 
starred in critically ac-
claimed movie “Lobby 
Hero”.

IANS

T
his vigilante film 
is a sequel to the 
2014 released 
The Equalizer 
which was origi-

nally based on the 1980s 
Television serial with the 
same name.

It is about a retired CIA 
agent Robert McCall, who 
plays a lone ranger deliv-
ering justice to the abused, 
the defenceless and the 
oppressed.

The film opens with an 
elegant scene on-board a 
speeding train of the Turk-
ish Railways some 400 km 
away from Istanbul. 

Robert McCall dressed 
as an Arab swiftly disposes 
of thugs who kidnap a 
young girl, just to harass 
her mother. The incident 
feels so insignificant yet, 
serves as a reminder that 
McCall was created to of-

fer help to random people 
on everything.”

Back in Boston, Mc-
Call works as a driver for a 
company called Lyft which 
is akin to Uber and he 
seems sincerely dedicated 
to those in need of help. 

But when his only 
friend and former CIA 
handler, Susan Plummer 
is murdered, he stumbles 
upon that she is done with 
for investigating the case 
of multiple murders of 
upscale officials at their 
homes, how he solves the 
mystery and delivers her 
justice forms the crux of 
the tale.

The story is simple and 
the main plot is juxta-
posed with other subplots 
that in turn dive into an 
abstract universe. 

The plot takes a bit 
long to get into gear. There 

is a break in the narrative, 
perhaps because it seeks 
a reflexive vision, and that 
together with the natural-
ness in the staging, results 
in a frankly strange and 
evasive film.

The dreamlike detail in 
which the director uses to 
teleport McCall to events 
such as a crime scene or 
projects him in a place 
of his past or the type of 
mental musing he uses to 
psychoanalyse the sup-
posed murders, serve as 
good examples. 

Also, one of the main 
peeves is that the story 
never shows you that Mc-
Call is in real trouble. The 
whole conspiracy he faces 
feels very light and casual, 
as if it does not matter.

The climax that takes 
place in an evacuated 
town hit by a storm, offers 

an interesting and unu-
sual setting but there are 
moments that could be 
termed as preposterous.

But the camera 
undertakes an emotional 
journey from the locales 
to the fine nuances of the 
characters, which produc-
es an excellent symbiosis 
between the character and 
environment. It makes us 
witness the lone fighter 
in a rigid and focussed 
manner.

And before we 
complain about Denzel’s 
performance as McCall, 
he tells us: “There are two 
kinds of pain. Pain that 
hurts and pain that alters.” 

And you witness the 
change with an open 
heart. Reuniting with 
Director Antoine Fuqua 
for the fourth time, after 
‘Training Day’, ‘The Equal-
izer’ and ‘The Magnificent 
Seven’, Denzel plays the 
unusual action hero with 
elegance and intelligence. 
He is aptly supported 
by Melissa Leo as Susan 
Plummer, Pedro Pascal 
as Dave his one-time 
operational partner, Aston 
Sanders as the local kid 
Miles who McCall saves 
from getting sucked into 
the underworld and Orson 
Bean as the Holocaust 
Survivor. They all add 
flavour and gravitas to the 
narrative.

Overall, despite keep-
ing you hooked for nearly 
two hours, the film lacks 
the excitement of the cat 
and mouse chase between 
the bad men and the 
vigilante.

IANS

Good Morning Birth-
day Girl!!!

Today is a day to 
celebrate you, so make 
it special and surround 
yourself with everything 
that makes you happy 
and love. I wish you 
love, luck and laughter, 
for today, tomorrow 
and for days thereafter. 
Many many happy 
returns of the day, see 
ya!!!!God bless you
Ever Scooooty Friend!!!!

Dear Pulei
On this special day we 
would like to express 
our love and gratitude 
for being who you 
are. Though you have 
grown up so big and 
mature but you will al-
ways be our sweet little 
boy to us. Thank you for 
being a good Son and 
a good brother. Many 
many happy returns of 
the day. God bless you 
more.

Loving Family 
Members.

Birthday 
Greetings

Film: “Equalizer 2”; Director: Antoine Fuqua; Cast: 
Denzel Washington, Pedro Pascal, Ashton Sanders, Bill 
Pullman, Melissa Leo, Jonathan Scarfe, Orson Bean

EM Images
Moa Walling of MW En-
terprise speaking at the 
screening of ‘Jarem’ at 
Europa Inn in Dimapur 
on Sep. 21.
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Ekaterina Alexandrova

Anthony Joshua and Alexander Povetkin

P V Sindhu and Kidambi Srikanth

Sergio Aguero

The six players and a coach from Nagaland selected to represent the Indian Sepaktakraw team in the 
33rd Kings Cup World Sepaktakraw Championship from Sep. 23 till the 30th at Korat (Thailand) pose 
for a photo.  In an update received here on Friday, the team consists of three players from SSB, two 
players from Nagaland Police, one player from the State Sports Academy Dimapur. The team is lead 
by state Sepaktakraw Coach from the Department of Youth Resources & Sports Nagaland.

AP/PTI

Arsenal’s Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang kicks the ball during the Europa League Group E soccer match against 
Vorskla in London, England on Sep. 20.

Arsenal, Chelsea win in Europa 
League as Rangers hold Villarreal

Smith, Warner to mentor team mates on club returnAguero inks contract renewal 
with Man City until 2021

U- 14 inter-district catch them 
young tournament in Kohima

Shuttlers Sindhu, Srikanth crash out of China Open

Alexandrova beats top-seeded Ostapenko at Korea Open

Joshua sees Povetkin as 
toughest fight since Klitschko

Australia blasts WADA for failing 
athletes in Russia decision

Everything’s fine

London, Sep. 21 (AFP): 
Pierre-Emerick Aubamey-
ang struck twice as Arsenal 
defeated Ukraine’s Vorskla 
Poltava 4-2 in the Europa 
League on Thursday, while 
in-form Chelsea began 
their campaign with a 
1-0 win away to PAOK in 
Greece.

A u b a m e y a n g  h a s 
struggled to hit top gear 
in the Premier League so 
far with just one goal in 
five starts, but the Gabon 
striker opened the scoring 
in London after 32 minutes 
of the Group E encounter.

Danny Welbeck nod-
ded in a second just after 
half-time and Aubamey-
ang curled in the Gunners’ 
third, with Mesut Ozil also 
on target before a lapse in 
concentration saw Vorskla 
hit back with two late goals.

“I think we played well 
in the first half and in the 
beginning of the second 
as well,” Aubameyang told 
BT Sport.

“We have to improve 
and try to fight not to con-
cede a goal like we did in 
the last minute.”

Premier League leaders 
Chelsea made a winning 
start to their Group L cam-
paign as Willian’s seventh-
minute effort was enough 
to see off PAOK at a hostile 
Toumba Stadium.

Eden Hazard was omit-
ted from the Chelsea squad 
at his own request due 
to fatigue, but manager 
Maurizio Sarri fielded a 
strong side as the Blues 
extended their winning run 

to six games in all competi-
tions.

“We were in control of 
the match for 90 minutes. 
We had a lot of opportuni-
ties. We missed them and 
so I’m very happy with the 
three points, very happy 
with the performance, but 
not very happy with the 
result,” said Sarri.

“When it’s time to kill 
the match, we have to kill 
the match.”

Steven Gerrard’s Rang-
ers acquitted themselves 

well on their first appear-
ance in the group stage of 
a European competition 
since the 2010-11 Cham-
pions League, as they 
came away with a 2-2 draw 
against Villarreal.

A disastrous start for 
the Glasgow side saw Car-
los Bacca fire Villarreal 
ahead inside 60 seconds, 
but Scott Arfield turned 
home a cross from Daniel 
Candeias to level on 67 
minutes.

Gerard Moreno put the 

hosts back in front almost 
immediately, only for Kyle 
Lafferty to again hit back 
for Rangers as Gerrard’s 
men made a solid start in 
Group G.

Red Bulls collide
Leigh Griffiths hit a late 
winner for Celtic in a 1-0 
home victory over Rosen-
borg, a team Brendan Rod-
gers’ side knocked out in 
this season’s Champions 
League qualifying rounds.

Salzburg triumphed in 
the clash of Red Bulls in 

the other Group B fixture 
as Fredrik Gulbrandsen 
scored a minute from time 
to give the Austrian club a 
3-2 victory over RB Leipzig.

Marseille, last season’s 
runners-up, slumped to a 
2-1 home defeat by Ein-
tracht Frankfurt in Group 
H as Luka Jovic grabbed 
an 89th-minute winner for 
the reigning German Cup 
champions.

L u c a s  O c a m p o s 
opened the scoring early 
for Marseille, who were 
playing behind closed 
doors at the Stade Velo-
drome after numerous 
crowd incidents last sea-
son.

But Lucas Torro lev-
elled on 52 minutes for 
Eintracht before Jovic’s late 
strike won it.

Dudelange, the first 
Luxembourg team to play 
in the Europa League 
group stage, made seven-
time European champions 
AC Milan work hard for a 
1-0 win in Group F.

Luxembourg’s Grand 
Duke Henri and Grand 
Duchess  Mar ia  Tere-
sa were in the crowd as 
Dudelange, who have a 
dozen non-professional 
players in their squad, suc-
cumbed to a deflected 
second-half goal by Gon-
zalo Higuain.

Record five-time win-
ners Sevilla launched their 
Group J campaign with a 
5-1 rout of Standard Liege, 
as Ever Banega and Wis-
sam Ben Yedder both net-
ted twice for the Spaniards.

Sydney, Sep. 21 (AFP): 
Australia blasted the de-
cision to lift a ban on Rus-
sia’s anti-doping agency 
Friday, saying it could 
damage athletes’ confi-
dence in the fight against 
drugs.

The World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency’s ( WADA) 
move on Thursday paves 
the way for Russian ath-
letes to return to compe-
tition across all sports.

But it was met with 
condemnation by the 
United States and others, 
who have accused WADA 
of caving in to pressure 
from the International 
Olympic Committee.

Australian Sports An-
ti-Doping Authority chief 
executive David Sharpe 
said administrators must 
remember that sport was 
about athletes and the 
fans.

“Today athletes have 
every right to feel the sys-
tem has failed them,” he 
said.

ASADA was a signa-
tory to a statement issued 
prior to the meeting on 
Thursday which called 
for voting on the Russian 

agency RUSADA’s return 
to be postponed until it 
had fully met all of the 
conditions in a roadmap 
created by WADA.

Sharpe said the deci-
sion strengthened his 
commitment to the pur-
suit of clean, fair sport.

“More than ever ath-
letes need to be reassured 
that the focus of anti-
doping agencies such as 
ASADA remain, ensuring 
there is a level playing 
field,” he said.

“ASADA is committed 
to working internation-
ally with its national anti-
doping partners to close 
the gap and strengthen 
their programs.”

WA D A  p re s i d e n t 
Craig Reedie said rein-
stating RUSADA was 
subject to strict condi-
tions, including “a clear 
timeline by which WADA 
must be given access 
to the former Moscow 
laboratory data and 
samples”.

He said that if that 
was not met, the ban on 
the Russian anti-doping 
agency would be rein-
forced.

Changzhou (China), Sep. 
21 (IANS): India’s singles 
shuttlers Kidambi Srikanth 
and P.V. Sindhu lost their 
respective matches to crash 
out of the $1 million China 

Open World Tour Super 
1000 tournament here on 
Friday.

In a marathon match, 
third seed Sindhu lost to 
fifth seed Chen Yufei of 

China 11-21, 21-11, 15-21 
while seventh seed Sri-
kanth lost to third seed 
Kento Momota of Japan in 
staright games 21-9 , 21-11.

After losing the first 
game, Sindhu bounced 
back in style but failed to 
match the pace of her op-
ponent in the third game 
and thus lost the issue.

In men’s singles match, 
Srikanth was outplayed in 
every department of the 
game. Right from the start 
Momota overpowered the 
Guntur player and bagged 
the issue easily.

With this, India’s cam-
paign in the tournament 
has ended.

Seoul (South Korea), Sep. 
21 (AP): Ekaterina Alexan-
drova broke top-seeded 
Jelena Ostapenko’s serve 
five times Friday to beat 
the defending champion 
6-3, 6-2 in a rain-delayed 
match at the Korea Open.

Ostapenko, the 2017 
French Open champion, 
had reached the quar-
terfinals or better at six 
tournaments this year, 
including the Wimbledon 
semifinals.

Alexandrova came 
into the match with a 1-7 
career record in round-
of-16 matches at WTA-
level events.

The postponement 
from Thursday meant Al-
exandrova had to play 
her quarterfinal match 
later Friday against sixth-

London, Sep. 21 (Reuters): 
World heavyweight cham-
pion Anthony Joshua 
expects his title defence 
against Russian Alexander 
Povetkin on Saturday to 
be his toughest fight since 
Wladimir Klitschko — and 
to end with a similar out-
come.

Joshua, 28, knocked 
out Ukrainian Klitschko at 
Wembley in April 2017 and 
the 2012 Olympic cham-
pion is returning to the 
national stadium for the 
first time for his 22nd pro-
fessional fight.

Povetkin, the 2004 
Olympic super-heavy-
weight champion and 
WBA’s mandatory chal-
lenger, lost to Klitschko in 
Moscow in 2013 — the only 
defeat in the 39-year-old’s 
professional career to date.

“We’ve been away for 
a while, we’re back now 
with Alexander Povetkin,” 
Joshua told a news confer-
ence on Thursday. “And I’m 
expecting the same type 
of fight because... I think 
we’ve both got a big heart 
and can dig deep.

“We both showed that 
against Klitschko, dug deep 
and stayed in there. And 
we’re going to do the same 
again on Saturday night,” 
he added.

Joshua’s last two world 
title bouts were at the Prin-
cipality Stadium in Car-
diff, where he beat Carlos 
Takam before adding the 
WBO belt in a points win 
over New Zealander Joseph 
Parker in March.

The champion is the 
clear favourite but he was 
taking nothing for granted 

Sydney, Sep. 21 (Reuters): 
Banned Australian duo 
Steve Smith and David 
Warner will look to share 
their wealth of experience 
with budding cricketers 
when they make their high-
ly anticipated return to 
club cricket in Sydney on 
Saturday.

The batsmen were sus-
pended for a year for their 
part in a ball-tampering 
scandal during a test in 
South Africa earlier this 
year and also removed as 
captain and vice-captain of 
the national side.

They were allowed to 
play in overseas Twenty20 
competitions and domes-
tic lower level club cricket 
but remain ineligible to 
appear in first-class games 
until next March.

Smith is due to appear 
for his Sutherland club 
against Mosman on Sat-
urday at Glenn McGrath 
Oval, while Warner will 
be part of the Randwick-
Petersham side to face St 

George at Coogee.
“Hopefully I can teach 

some of the young guys the 
game, help them learn,” 
Smith said in a video pub-
lished by the Australian 
Cricketers’ Association.

“If I can pass on any 
information to these young 
guys coming through and 
help them turn into better 
players, I’ll do that.

“We want to see Aus-
tralian cricket strong and 
it starts at this level. The 

more older heads there are 
around to come and help 
out, the better.”

In the same video, War-
ner said he was excited 
about guiding “some of the 
younger guys and older 
guys in the team”.

The presence of Smith 
and Warner has already 
raised the profile of grade 
cricket matches to unprec-
edented levels and record 
crowds are expected at the 
grounds.

Another enticing show-
down is expected on Nov. 
10, when Sutherland and 
Randwick-Petersham face 
each other.

Smith, who will turn out 
alongside Shane Watson 
for Sutherland, has played 
Twenty20 cricket in Canada 
and the Caribbean dur-
ing his ban and Saturday’s 
50-over match will be the 
first on home soil since the 
scandal erupted.

Warner played in the 

London, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Manchester City’s Argen-
tina striker Sergio Aguero 
has extended his contract 
by a year until 2021, the 
English football club an-
nounced Friday.

The 30-year-old joined 
Man City in 2011 from At-
letico Madrid, and became 
the Citizens’ all-time top 
goalscorer with 204 goals 
in 299 appearances, reports 
Efe.

“I am happy for this ad-
ditional year. My idea was 
being here for 10 years. I’ve 
been here for seven years, 
it’s going to be 10 when the 
contract expires,” Aguero 
told Man City TV.

“Hopefully, that’s going 
to happen. This was the 
main reason I signed,” he 
added.

The club’s director Txiki 
Begiristain praised the Ar-
gentina international say-
ing: “We are fortunate to 

NT Strike League in Dar-
win back in July along with 
Cameron Bancroft, who 
is serving a nine-month 
suspension for his in-
volvement in the scandal. 
Warner’s opponents will 
include former test team 
mate Josh Hazlewood.

Former Australia cap-
tain Steve Waugh will 
watch his son Austin play 
with Smith for Sutherland.

“I don’t want to com-
ment particularly on Austin 
but it’ll be a great experi-
ence for all young players 
involved,” Steve Waugh 
told the Australian Associ-
ated Press.

“It’s a huge opportunity 
and it’s going to fast-track 
their learning so much.

“I don’t know Steve that 
well personally but watch-
ing from the sidelines, you 
know he’s not going to sell 
himself short in terms of 
preparation, commitment, 
dedication and passion. 
That will all be there, no 
matter where he’s playing.”

David Warner and Steve Smith

have had one of the best 
strikers in the world at our 
club for so many years and 
I’m sure our supporters will 
be thrilled with this news.”

The Sky Blues  are 
scheduled for a clash with 
Cardiff City on Saturday at 
the Cardiff City Stadium in 
Wales.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The department of Youth 
Resources and Sports will 
be organising the 11th edi-
tion of U-14 inter-district 
catch them young tourna-
ment in the discipline of 

football (girls) and bad-
minton for both boys and 
girls at the I.G. stadium 
in Kohima, stated a press 
release.

The tournament is 
scheduled to be held from 

Sep. 24th till the 28. As a 
follow up action of the 
tournament, outstanding 
players shall be spotted for 
induction in to the sports 
academy, added the press 
release.

and said he had trained for 
a tough fight.

“He’s a proper fighter, 
he knows what he’s doing,” 
said Joshua, who owns the 
WBA, IBF, WBO and IBO 
belts. American Deontay 
Wilder holds the WBC belt 
but the fans will have to 
wait for that long-desired 
match-up.

“There’s loads of pres-
sure, tons of pressure, it’s 
the reality,” said Joshua, 
who will have a crowd of 
some 80,000 on his side.

“Roll with the punches, 
what more can I do than 
give my best. I’ll go out 
there and find a way to 
win.”

Saturday is the first of a 
two-fight deal at Wembley 
and Joshua said he felt at 
ease.

“Coming back here is a 
blessing,” he declared. “It’s 
time to just put on a perfor-
mance. It’s Chapter Two to 
a certain degree but I just 
feel relaxed and calm. It’s 
not new to me any more. I 
feel like this is home.”

Speaking through a 
translator, Povetkin ex-
pected to be a match for 
the champion.

“When I fought Klitsch-
ko, I was much weaker and 
in worse shape than I am 
now,” he said. “I never try 
to say anything ahead of 
time, you’ll see everything 
on fight night.”

seeded Hsieh Su-wei.
Hsieh has won seven 

straight matches since 
winning last week’s Japan 
Women’s Open.

In other quarterfinal 

matches, second-seeded 
Kiki Bertens beat Evgeniya 
Rodina 3-6, 6-3, 6-0 and 
AjlaTomljanovic defeated 
Mandy Minella 6-2, 4-6, 
7-5.
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Vijay Hazare Trophy: Pawan’s 
ton guide Nagaland to victoryVanguard FC retains Kenguruse 

memorial football trophy

DFL: FC Alianza and P Vizheto FC wins on day-3

McGregor promotes fight, whiskey at raucous press conference

Japan's Osaka below par but safely into Tokyo semi-finals

NSF Martyrs Memorial Trophy to kick start todayManchester United to be without 
five players for Wolves match

Captain N Kenguruse Memorial Football Tournament

The winners of the 4th edition of Captain Kenguruse Memorial Football Tournament Vanguard FC, celebrates after receiving the trophy at Kohima 
local ground on Friday.

EM Images

Players of FC Alianza, in white, surrounds a player of United F and S during the first match of Dimapur Football 
League day-3 at the DDSC stadium in Dimapur on Friday.

Khabib Nurmagomedov and Conor MrGregor face off during a press conference for 
UFC 229 at Radio City Music Hall in New York on Sep. 20.

Naomi Osaka was barely troubled on her way to her way to the 
Tokyo semis. Naomi Osaka was barely troubled on her way to her 
way to the Tokyo semis.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
Wicket keeper batsman 
KB Pawan, guest player 
from Karnataka scored an 
unbeaten ton (113* runs 
131 ball 4x8, 2x6) to help 
Nagaland register their first 
win by 7 wickets in the on-
going Vijay Hazare Trophy 
held at Gujarat on Friday.

W h i l e  y o u n g s t e r 
Sedezalie Rupereo scored 
his first half century (50 
runs in 90 balls) and off-
spinner Tahmeed Rahman 
took a wicket (1-25) for 
Nagaland.  

In the match, Megha-
laya team elected to bat 
first and scored a challeng-

ing target of 246 runs in 50 
overs.

Op e n e r  R R  Bi s w a 
scored 71 runs in 99 balls, 
while Gurinder Singh and 
Y Nagar scored 56 and 58* 
runs to pass the 200 mark 
score.

Meghalaya reached 
100 runs in 23.1 overs and 
reached 201 runs in 45.3 
overs to set up a target of 
247 to win in 50 overs.

Nitesh Lochab, Inakato 
Zhimomi, Hokaito Zhimo-
mi, and T Rahman took a 
wicket each for Nagaland.

In reply, Nagaland 
managed to reach the 
target in 47.3 overs with 
15 balls to spare after KB 

Pawan scored 113 runs 
(not out) to help Nagaland 
win the match.

KP Pawan and Sedezh-
alie scored a partnership 
total of 132 runs before 
Sede was out caught by 
Punit Bisht off the bowling 
of Gurinder Singh. Opener 
Nitesh Locab managed to 
score only 5 runs.

Captain  Jonathan 
Rongsen (43 runs) and KP 
Pawan helped Nagaland 
reach 200 runs in 39.1 over 
and Pawan guided the 
team to victory.

Nagaland will now 
play their third match 
against Sikkim on Sep-
tember 23.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
Defending champions Van-
guard FC Tseminyu defeat-
ed Nerhema FC 2-0 in the 
final match to retain the 
title of 4th edition of Captain 
Kenguruse Memorial Foot-
ball Tournament (state level) 
played here at the Kohima 
local ground on Friday.

Defensive lapses from 
Nerhema FC cost them as 
they had to be contended 
with second place. It may 
be mentioned that Nerhema 
FC was also the runners-up 
of the Kohima district Cap-
tain Kenguruse memorial 
football tournament.

Captain Yhanshalo 
Kemp of Vanguard FC was 
the standout player for the 
team who broke the dead-
lock in the first half to give 
the lead, and Sinenlo Kath 
found the back of the net in 
the second half to finish the 
game for Vanguard FC.

With ten goals in five 
matches, Yhanshalo be-
came the highest goal scorer 
of the tournament and win 
the golden boot award.

Playing in front of a fully 
packed ground, Nerhema 
FC looked nervous as Van-
guard took the advantage on 
counter attacks.

Rhitsho Mero created 

the first goal for Yhanshalo 
Kemp to score in the 34th 
minute to give the lead. Ner-
hema FC looked sloppy and 
wasteful as they failed to 
connect with their striker 
and failed to give much 
pressure to find the equalis-
er in the first half.

In the second half, Ner-
hema came back more posi-
tive but could not breach the 
defensive line to score.

The goalkeeper of Van-
guard FC Ikiho Assumi 
made a spectacular save in 
the second half to help the 

team with the goal lead.
In the midst of the at-

tack, defensive blunders 
helped Vanguard midfielder 
Sinenlo to thump home the 
second goal in the 78th min-
ute after they failed to clear a 
long ball.

With a two goals lead, 
Vanguard hanged on till 
the final whistle to win the 
match 2-0.

Vanguard FC walked 
home with a cash prize 
of INR 1.75 lakhs while 
runners-up Nerhema FC 
received INR 80000.  The 

two semi-finalists Naga Ter-
riers and Green Club were 
awarded with INR 25,000 
each. 

Rhitsho Mero of Van-
guard FC was adjudged 
as the player of the tour-
nament while Yhanshalo 
Kemp with 10 goals was 
awarded the golden boot. 
The golden glove was 
awarded to Medophrezo 
Kezieo of Nerhema FC.

Earlier special guest 
Lieutenant General Ab-
hay Krishna, PVSM, UYSM, 
AVSM, SM, VSM, General 

Officer Commander-in-
Chief, Eastern Command, 
in his speech said “This 
tournament has now at-
tained an identity of its own 
and I am positive that in the 
years to come, it will be a 
jewel in the sporting crown 
of Nagaland.

The tournament was 
organised by the Assam 
Rifles in honour of the late 
soldier Captain Neike-
zhakuo Kengruse, Maha Vir 
Chakra who sacrificed his 
life for the country during 
the Kargil war in 1999.

New York, Sep. 21 (Reuters): Conor 
McGregor sipped whiskey and 
boasted he would need just one 
round to defeat Khabib Nurma-
gomedov and reclaim the UFC light-
weight title during a typically wild 
news conference to promote his 
return to the octagon on Thursday.

McGregor repeatedly referenced 
the infamous April incident when he 
threw a metal dolly through the win-
dow of a bus carrying Nurmagome-
dov and other UFC fighters, leading 
to his arrest and eventual guilty plea.

The 30-year-old Irishman told 
reporters in New York that he was 
glad that he had been unable to coax 
the Russian off the bus that day.

“I just thank the lord Jesus Christ 
that man did not ... step foot off that 
bus,” McGregor said, pointing to 
Nurmagomedov.

“Because if that bus door would 
have opened, this man would be 
dead right now,” he added.

“He would be in a box and I 

would be in a cell.”
The dolly incident came after 

McGregor was stripped of his UFC 
lightweight title because he de-
clined to defend it and chose instead 
to fight a lucrative boxing match 
against Floyd Mayweather, which 
he lost.

McGregor, who owns a 21-3 re-
cord in UFC and is a former champi-
on at featherweight and lightweight, 
predicted his first fight in the octa-
gon in two years would be a short.

“I believe one,” McGregor said 
when asked how many rounds it 
would take to dispatch Nurma-
gomedov, who he called a “rat”.

“He’s got a glass jaw,” he said.
The undefeated Russian was 

the calmer of the two during the 
press conference, never raising 
his voice or getting out of his chair 
as McGregor tore into him and 
his family between plugs for his 
whiskey.

“This is my third fight in the last 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 21: FC Alian-
za thrashed United F and 
S 5-0 on day-3 of the on-
going Dimapur Football 
League (DFL) season 1 at 
the Dimapur District Sports 
Council (DDSC) stadium in 
Dimapur on Fri. Sep. 21.

The first goal was scored 
by Aben of FC Alianza in the 
30th minute of the first half. 
The second goal was scored 
by Lainang Konyak in the 
38th minute of the second 
half followed by a third goal 
scored by Nungsang in the 
39th minute. 

The fourth and fifth goal 
was scored by Aben and 
Khangkimni Pamei in the 
51st and 60th minute mak-
ing FC Alianza emerge vic-
torious in the first match of 

the third day.
Before the commence-

ment of the second match, 
a short programme was 
conducted where one of 
the organising committee 
members, Honko Konyak, 
deliberated a speech for 
the players. He encouraged 
them to play with all they 
have so that the Nagas can 
be recognised throughout 
the world.

The match patron of the 
day was an entrepreneur 
Samuel Shohe. He moti-
vated the team to play at 
their best and hope that the 
platform provided by the 
organisers will bring many 
upcoming talented players 
within Dimapur and the 
nation.

In the second match of 

the day, P Vizheto FC de-
feated Dorians Society 4-0. 

Kakhevi of P Vizheto 
FC was the first player to 
score a hat-trick in the DFL. 
Two consecutive goals were 
scored during the 6th and 
35th minute of the first half. 
The third goal was scored by 
Apeto in the 59th minute of 
the second half.

P Vizheto FC overpow-
ered Dorians Society with 
a final hat-trick goal by 
Kakhevi in the 69th minute 
of the second half.

Matches on Day-4 of the 
DFL will be played on Satur-
day Sep. 22. The first match 
will be played between 
Chanan FC and Ekhyo FC at 
1 pm followed by Titan SCC 
against A1 Power Play Club 
at 3:30 pm.

nine months. I’m 26-0, I’ve never 
lost a round,” said Nurmagomedov, 
who is also 30.

“I don’t know what this guy is 
talking about. I don’t understand 
what he’s going to do,” said Nurma-
gomedov, who defeated Al Iaquinta 
by unanimous decision in April to 

claim the title.
“He thinks whiskey is going to 

help him?” asked the devout Sunni 
Muslim, who declined McGregor’s 
offer of a glass of the spirit. “I don’t 
understand.”

The fight will be held Oct. 6 at 
the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): The 19th 
edition of the NSF Martyrs' Me-
morial Trophy organised by the 
Angami Students’ Union under the 
theme "Goal for peace" will begin 
from September 22 at the Kohima 
Local ground.

After the defending champions 
Barak FC opted out of this edi-
tion, the first match will be played 
between Mizoram team Rising 
Star and Manipur team Asufu CI 
(Senapati).

47 teams will be participating 
in this year’s edition including 
five teams from outside Nagaland 
(four from Manipur and one from 
Mizoram) for the coveted trophy.

The winner of the tournament 
and runners-up will receive INR 2 
lakhs and INR 1,20 lakhs. The los-
ing semi-finalists will receive INR 
30,000 each and the quarter final-
ists will receive INR 15,000 each 
besides five individual prizes.

The organising committee of 
the 19th NSF MMT has invited all 

the victims of March 20, 1986, ASU 
formers, well wishers, schools and 
colleges in Kohima for the grant 
opening ceremony that will begin 
from 2 pm. It has informed all the 
team managers and coaches to 
report at the ground for technical 
briefing at 10.30 am.

Entry ticket has been fixed at 
INR 30 for knockout stages and INR 
50 from quarter-finals onwards. 
While the students in uniforms af-
ter school hour and senior citizens 
and PWDS will be given free entry. 

PWD Minister Tongpang Ozu-
kum will attend the occasion as the 
special invitee from 2pm onwards 
during the inaugural programme. 
The welcome address will be given 
by Voto Neikha, convenor, organis-
ing committee and solidarity mes-
sage by Kesosul Christopher Ltu, 
president NSF while Meguo Rutsa, 
secretary games and sports ASU 
will do the oath taking before the 
kick off. The laying of wreaths and 
hoisting of flag will be held at NSF 
Martyrs’ Park at 8am.

Tokyo, Sep. 21 (AFP): Ja-
pan's Naomi Osaka exuded 
a major champion's aura 
Friday as she dispatched 
Barbora Strycova 6-3, 6-4 to 
reach the Pan Pacific Open 
semi-finals, despite being 
nowhere near her best.

The third seed, who 
stunned Serena Williams to 
capture the US Open title 
earlier this month, failed 
to hit the same heights she 
did on that historic night in 
New York.

But she still had too 
much firepower for Strycova 
in Tokyo, advancing to face 
Italy's Camila Giorgi in the 
last four.

Eighth seed Strycova 
had little answer to her op-
ponent's venomous hitting 
and the world number sev-
en bagged the first set with 
a sledgehammer forehand 
that almost tore the racquet 
from the Czech's hand.

The 20-year-old Osaka, 

contesting her first tour-
nament since becoming 
Japan's first Grand Slam 
singles winner, never looked 
back against a player 12 
years her senior, with anoth-
er forehand rocket bringing 
up a first match point.

Strycova saved that one 

but moments later, Osaka 
fired a bruising serve into 
the body to extend her cur-
rent winning streak to nine 
matches.

"I've played her three 
times and each time it's 
been very hard," said Osaka, 
who reached the Tokyo final 

London, Sep. 21 (Reuters): 
Manchester United will 
be missing five players for 
Saturday’s Premier League 
home game against Wolver-
hampton Wanderers, with 
Diogo Dalot to be rested, 
Marcos Rojo and Ander 
Herrera not fully fit and 
Nemanja Matic and Marcus 
Rashford suspended.

Dalot, who was signed 
from Porto in the close sea-
son, impressed on his Unit-
ed debut in their 3-0 Cham-
pions League win over 
Switzerland’s Young 
Boys on Wednes-
day, but manager 
Jose Mourinho 
intends to ease 
the fullback into 
the side.

The Portu-
guese young-
s t e r  j o i n e d 
United while he 
was still recovering 
from a knee injury 
and Mourinho in-
tends to give him his 
next run out in the League 
Cup against Derby County 
on Tuesday.

“I want him in this pro-
cess of adaption to play to-
tally fresh, so he’s not play-
ing tomorrow, he plays on 
Tuesday again,” Mourinho 
told reporters on Friday.

“To play for Manchester 
United is difficult enough 
for a kid of 19 years old com-
ing from another country 
and after an important in-

jury and surgery... he doesn’t 
need to face more difficul-
ties from the accumulation 
of matches.”

United came through 
their midweek European 
encounter on an artificial 
pitch relatively unscathed 
and Mourinho will be able 
to field a strong starting XI 
against Wolves, who are a 
place and a point below his 

team 
i n the 

standings.
“No  i n j u r i e s  f r o m 

the match, small things 
but nothing important,” 
Mourinho added. “Marcos 
Rojo is the one that is still 
not training with the team 
and Ander Herrera is not 
ready to play but is in the 
final phase of his recovery 
process.

“(Phil) Jones is okay now, 
so it’s Rashford and Matic 
with suspension, the ones 
that are not available.”

United have recovered 
well after hitting a rough 
patch in August when they 
were beaten twice in suc-
cession in the league, and 
have won three matches in 
a row in all competitions this 
month.

Mourinho is particularly 
pleased by his team’s defen-
sive improvement, which he 

attributes to a collective ef-
fort rather than any 

particular combi-
nation of players.

“I think the 
team as a team 
is resolving the 

defensive prob-
l e m s  b e t t e r 
than before,” 
he said. “I don’t 

want to say it was 
(Eric) Bailly or Jones 
and is now (Chris) 

Smalling or (Victor) 
Lindelof.

“I think the team is 
more compact, more solid. 
The spirit, the cooperation, 
the empathy, the commu-
nication, all of that has im-
proved and good results 
bring confidence.

“I think we’re improving 
as a team. “I don’t want to 
say our improvement has 
the name of Chris or Victor, 
the team is playing better 
and they are part of the team 
that plays these matches.”

in 2016.
"I don't feel any extra 

pressure playing in Japan," 
added Japan's latest sport-
ing celebrity, who has a 
Japanese mother, a Haitian 
father and was raised in the 
United States.

"I've improved a lot of 
things in the last few years 
and I feel excited playing 
here."

Giorgi, who knocked 
out top seed and defending 
champion Caroline Wozni-
acki on Thursday, was lead-
ing former world number 
one Victoria Azarenka 5-3 
when the Belarusian retired 
with stomach pains.

Earlier, fourth seed Kar-
olina Pliskova saved two 
match points before the 
former women's top-ranked 
player ended American 
qualifier Alison Riske's run 
with a 6-1, 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 
(7/4) victory.

T h e  C z e c h ,  w h o 

smashed a racquet in dis-
gust after squandering mul-
tiple chances at 5-5 in the 
deciding set, completed a 
"lucky win" with a sliced 
backhand that Riske wafted 
into the net after two hours, 
40 minutes.

"It was an important 
win for me," said Pliskova 
after reaching her first Tokyo 
semi-final.

"I'm just happy to be 
able to fight back -- she was 
a little bit better than me, 
but you need a bit of luck in 
tennis."

Pliskova faces Croatia's 
Donna Vekic in the last four 
after she upset second seed 
Caroline Garcia 6-3, 6-4.

Garcia blew an early 
break to allow Vekic to take 
the opening set and the 
Frenchwoman suffered a 
carbon-copy letdown in the 
second, the Croatian ending 
her misery with a backhand 
winner.  


