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Seized expired goods seen here piled at the Pfütsero traffic point on Thursday. 
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Resolves on integration of contiguous Naga-inhabited areas for 6th time

ENtErtaiNmENt

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
After the reconstitution of 
the Joint Legislators' Forum 
on the Indo-Naga political 
issue on September 18, 
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) on Thurs-
day discussed the Indo-
Naga political issue and 
adopted a six-point reso-
lution unanimously after 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
moved the motion.
The resolutions 
(en verbatim): 
"The House unanimously 
(i) places on record its deep 
appreciation for the invalu-
able sacrifices made by the 
Nagas over the past several 
decades in their effort to 
bring an honourable, ac-
ceptable, inclusive and ex-
peditious settlement of the 
Indo-Naga Political Issue. 

(ii) Appeals to all sec-
tions of Nagas to continu-
ously sustain and strength-
en unity and peacefully 
participate in the ongoing 
negotiations so that the 
aforesaid settlement be-
comes inclusive. 

(iii) Appeals to the Naga 
political groups that have 
walked away from the ne-
gotiating table to return to 
the same for an expeditious 

settlement. 
(iv) Expresses its grati-

tude to all parties to the 
negotiations especially the 
government of India un-
der the leadership of Shri 
Narendra Modi Ji, the hon-
ourable prime minister of 
India, for inking the Frame-
work Agreement on the 3rd 
August, 2015 and also for 
the written agreement on 
the 17th November, 2017 
with the Naga national po-
litical groups.

(v) Reiterates its ear-
lier resolutions dated 
12.12.1964, 28.8.1970, 
16.9.1994, 18.12.2003 and 
27.7.2015 on the integration 
of the contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas and also 
affording all Nagas to live 
under one administrative 
umbrella. 

(vi) Urges upon the gov-
ernment of India to appre-
ciate the fact that the Indo-
Naga political issue is more 
than 70 years old and the 
very negotiations are con-
tinuing for around 21 years, 
and therefore urges upon 
it to make all out efforts to 
expeditiously bring about 
an honourable, acceptable 
and inclusive settlement."
Inputs from DIPR:
Rio maintained that the 

People’s Democratic Alli-
ance government will be an 
active facilitator to the on-
going Naga peace process. 
He sought continuous sup-
port from all the members 
including the opposition 
led by TR Zeliang; and sup-
port from the two members 
of the Parliament.
Wakching water supply 
project to be completed by 
June 2019
The minister for PHED 
Jacob Zhimomi has said 
that the Wakching water 
supply project was ap-
proved during 2014-15 with 
an estimated cost of 383.01 
lakh; the time for comple-
tion of the project was to 
be within two years from 
the date of the sanction. 
But the date of completion 
of the project has been re-
scheduled to June 2019, he 
informed. He was replying 
to an un-starred question 
raised by MLA YM Yillow on 
the time frame and com-
pletion of the Wakching 
water supply project.

The minister gave up-
dates about the status of 
the project: Construction 
of a diversion weir at Tenak 
water source; construction 
of a ‘desilting’ tank at Tenak 
water source; construction 

of RCC posts for a suspen-
sion bridge at Tape River 
for crossing of water supply 
pipeline; and construction 
of a 3 km approach road 
for heavy vehicles, from 
Mohung village to Tenak 
water source, to carry GMS 
pipes, etc., has been com-
pleted under civil works 
component.
Nagaland House at 
Mumbai complete but 
clearance not yet
Deputy Chief Minister Y 
Patton has said that the 
building for Nagaland 
house at Navi in Mumbai 
was completed in 2010. 
However, the government 
could not occupy till now 
due to pending coastal reg-
ulatory zone (CRZ) clear-
ance, which is a ‘compli-
cated process.’ He informed 
the assembly that the gov-
ernment was pursuing res-
olution of the issue. He was 
replying in response to a 
query concerning the status 
of said house by opposition 
legislator Y Vikheho.

Replying to the MLA’s 
query why the state govt. 
could not receive the CRZ 
from the Mumbai munic-
ipality, the leader of the 
house Neiphiu Rio said 
that the dept. in concern 

may have overlooked the 
aspect of clearance pro-
cedures when the project 
started. Rio was optimistic 
about receiving the clear-
ance soon. 
Eight EAC office 
constructions 
Neiphiu Rio, the minister 
in-charge of the CAWD, 
has said there are eight 
ongoing constructions for 
extra additional commis-
sioner offices in the state. 
He was replying to a ques-
tion raised by opposition 
MLA Yitachu, about the 
number of EAC offices con-
structions.

Furnishing the de-
tails, Rio said that a total 
of 264.02 lac was required 
to complete each office: 
one in Englan for INR 7 
lac; Chetheba for INR 22.31 
lac; Phor for INR 9.46 lac; 
Lephory for INR 63.25 lac; 
Aghunaqua/ Nihokhu for 
INR 20 lac; Yachem for INR 
37 lac; Hoshepu for INR 25 
lac; and one for Alongkima 
for INR 80 lac.

He added that funds 
totalling INR 105 lac was 
allocated: INR 25 lac to 
Hoshepu and INR 80 lac 
to Alongkima in the year 
2018-19.

Continued on page 4

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The final day of the 13th 
monsoon session of the Na-
galand Legislative Assem-
bly witnessed the former 
chief minister and present 
Leader of Opposition TR 
Zeliang alleging that Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio was 
involved in unfair deal-
ing with regard to Naga-
land Commercial Com-
plex in Kolkata. Zeliang had 
claimed that Rio was the 
Home minister then. 

However, the chief min-
ister clarified in response 
that when the deed was 
signed between the state 
government and Civil En-
gineer Enterprise Pvt. Ltd 
(CEEPL) on December 24, 
1997,  he was the PWD min-
ister (from 1993-97) and not 
as alleged. Rio reprimanded 
Zeliang not to make base-
less allegations or engage in 
blames.

Appreciating the oppo-
sition for taking interest in 
raising an issue which con-
cerns the entire state, Rio 
suggested forming a joint 
parliamentary commit-
tee comprising both ruling 
and opposition members, 
to pursue the case in the 
court. However, he said that 
the decision was up to the 
members of the House.     

He was responding to a 
series of starred questions 
raised by Zeliang related to 
the Nagaland commercial 
complex, or the Nightin-
gale building, in Kolkata. 
Zeliang had, among others, 
wanted to know why the 
state government did not 
challenge the interim order 
of the Calcutta High Court 
of May 14 2018 and whether 
the ‘government already 
encashed the two Cheques 
of INR 35 lakh and INR 7 
lakh or are those cheques 
still kept under the custody 

of DRC, Kolkata?’
According to Rio, the 

lease deed with regard to 
Nagaland Commercial 
Complex at Shakespeare 
Sarani road, in Kolkata was 
‘manipulative, heavily dis-
advantageous, unfair and 
unjust.’

It was informed that that 
a court case GA no. 486 of 
2018 CEEPL Vs State of Na-
galand pertaining to Night-
ingale Building was still be-
ing heard and that the state 
government had already 
filed a counter-affidavit on 
July 16, 2018.

Giving a history on the 
Nagaland Commercial 
Complex, Kolkata, Rio in-
formed that on January 29 
1997 a Cabinet meeting 
was convened to discuss the 
commercial complex, and 
subsequently on February 
17 1997 the Cabinet sub-
committee. 

Continued on page 5 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): The anti-graft agen-
cy Lokayukta is being set up in Nagaland 
even as the state’s government also awaits a 
response from the Gauhati High Court’s reg-
istrar to recommend a list of members who 
would form the panel. The state-constituted 
search committee for Lokayukta is pursu-
ing the matter, the government said in the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly on Thursday. 

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, also the min-
ister in-charge of Personnel & Administrative 
Reforms (P&AR), said in reply to a starred 
question on Thursday that the P&AR has 
constituted a search committee for appoint-
ment to the Lokayukta. This was stated in a 
memorandum dated July 11 2018. 

The committee decided to write to the 
registrar of Gauhati High Court to suggest 
names to form the panel for further discus-
sion with the chief justice of Gauhati High 
Court, speaker and the Leader of Opposi-
tion, in accordance with provisions of the 
Act. 

Rio said that the department had writ-
ten to the registrar general of Gauhati High 
Court and the advocate general of Nagaland 
in August. Their reply is being awaited, he 
added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 20: Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio has thanked everyone for “stand-
ing in solidarity” with the state in times of natu-
ral calamity this year and contributing towards 
the CM Relief Fund which was set up to help the 
victims of monsoon rains.

Rio had said during the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly session on Tuesday that the CM 
Relief Fund has received INR 4,69,24,536.83 
from various quarters and individuals.

“On the concluding day of Second Session 
of the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly, I 
express my gratitude to the members, people 
of Nagaland and the whole country, who re-
sponded to my appeal and came forward to 
contribute towards CM Relief Fund,” tweeted 
Rio.

He went on to say that a “committee under 
Additional Chief Secretary and Finance Com-
missioner has been set up to ensure judicious 
use of contributions received towards CM 
Relief Fund.”

The chief minister also informed that mass 
social work will be conducted in all districts 
and additional deputy commissioner head-
quarters to restore and clean up damaged 
infrastructures from Sep. 29 to Oct. 2 as part 
of the cleanliness drive — Swachhata Hi Seva 
campaign – that coincides with the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Sep. 20 (EMN): Addressing the 
second session of the 13th Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly, the leader of the treasury 
bench and chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, has 
clarified that no fund has been received so 
far from the  National Disaster Relief Find 
(NDRF) for 2018-19. 

The chief minister clarified following re-
ports that information claiming that funds 
were received from the Centre as relief is 
being circulated on social media. He stated 
that the amount of Rs 65.26 cr., which was 
received on July 14 2018 as NDRF was for 
the year 2017-18 after assessment by the 
IMCT team in the month of April 2018.

He mentioned that the IMCT team had 
visited the state from Sep. 4 to the 7th this 
year. Based on their report, the government 
of India will release the due funds from the 
NDRF. He added that relief operations were 
being carried out through the funds that are 
available with the state at present.

He made a special mention of Sushant 
Singh Rajput, a Bollywood actor, who trav-
elled all the way to Dimapur and handed 
over a cheque for Rs 1.25 cr. for the CM’s 
relief fund.

Continued on page  4

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): The 
government of India has sanc-
tioned funds totalling to INR 
113 cr. for Kohima Smart City 
project. This was revealed by 
the minister for Urban Devel-
opment and Municipal Affairs 
Metsubo Jamir in a reply to an 
un-starred question raised by 
opposition MLA Keneizhakho 
Nakhro during the second day 
of the ongoing assembly.

Jamir said that INR 2 cr. was 

given as advance for prepara-
tion of the Smart City proposal, 
while INR 107 cr. was released as 
a part-payment of project funds 
for first year by the ministry 
of Housing and Urban Affairs 
on April 20 2017; INR 2 cr. for 
administrative and office ex-
penses (AOE) for the first year to 
develop Kohima as a smart city; 
INR 2 cr. as state matching share 
against A&OE for implementa-
tion of the smart city mission.

Progress of the mission: Met-

subo Jamir said that the detailed 
project report for projects seg-
ments of the mission was ‘under 
submission for technical approv-
al.’ "The project will be imple-
mented after the appointment of 
project management consultant 
(PMC). The selection of PMC 
for Kohima Smart City Mission 
is in the final stage," he said. He 
added that the master plan draft 
had been prepared, and shall be 
finalised and approved in con-
sultation with the PMC.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio on Thurs-
day said that Nagaland had 
received funds totalling to INR 
66074.65 lac for centrally spon-
sored schemes (CSS) during 
2018-19.

He replied to an un-starred 
question raised by opposition 
MLA Chotisuh Sazo regarding 
the amount of funds received 
under CSS. He said that the 
receipts under the CSS during 
2018-19 (till date) were relief 
for natural calamities, at INR 

6560 lac. The CSS according to 
departments: Civil Supplies INR 
400 lac; Planning Machinery 
INR 2157.20 lac; Civil police  
INR 585.10 lac; School Educa-
tion  INR 3766.31 lac; Higher 
Education - 540.00 lac; Medical 
INR 9606.76 lac; Urban Devel-
opment INR 2248.49 lac; Rural 
Development INR 8112.30 lac; 
Social Welfare  INR 7593.03 lac; 
Agriculture INR 6655.95 lac; 
Animal Husbandry & Develop-
ment INR 75.65 lac; Forest INR 
1396.22 lac; Road & Bridges 
7480.50 lac; Irrigation & Flood 

Control 1605.24 lac; Water Sup-
ply 2236.20 lac; Horticulture 
1000.00 lac; Land Resources 
Development 2310.00 lac; and 
Development of Under Devel-
oped Areas with 1745.00 lac.
Nagaland money lenders  
act 2005
Neiphiu Rio, in charge of Fi-
nance, said that the government 
was implementing the Nagaland 
Money Lenders Act of 2005 in re-
sponse to MLA Chotisuh Sazo in 
an un-starred question regard-
ing the implementing of the act.

Continued on page 4

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
On the day the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly (NLA) 
unanimously adopted a 
resolution on integration 
of the contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas for all Nagas 
to live under one adminis-
trative umbrella, opposition 
MLA and former minister 
Kuzholuzo Nienu made 
an unprecedented seces-
sionist statement in the 
assembly while putting up 
a supplementary question 
regarding the implementa-
tion of 37% job reservation 
for ‘backward tribes’ in the 
appointment of lower divi-
sional assistants (LDA) and 
sectional assistants (SA) in 
the PWD (Works & Housing) 
department since March 1.

Alleging that the govern-
ment of the day was try-
ing to suppress backward 
tribes by not giving them 
the quota in appointments, 
Nienu stated: “You (People’s 
Democratic Alliance; PDA 
government) want the back-
wards to perish. Today, Phek 
district has never been a part 
of frontier Nagaland but I 
think the backward tribes 
should join hands and fight 
for a separate state.”

He was referring to the 
reply given by minister 
Tongpang Ozukum that 19 
LDA and 42 SA had been ap-
pointed since March 1 this 
year; it was mentioned that 
out of 61 posts, only six were 
given to ‘backward’ tribes.

Nienu accused the 
PDA of violating establish-
ment orders on job res-
ervation and alleged that 
the PWD minister was try-
ing to ‘mislead’ the mem-
bers of the house and the 
people. Claiming that the 
demand of the Eastern Na-
galand People’s Organisa-
tion (ENPO) for “frontier 
Nagaland” was gaining mo-
mentum because of such 
instances, he said the way 
the government was work-
ing was not to ‘unite Nagas 
but trying to bring classes.’ 
If it continues, he asserted, 
the “backward tribes are go-
ing to become slaves to the 
advanced tribes.” 

“All the backward tribes 
put together, our total 
amount of government em-
ployees does not even match 
even one advanced tribe’s... 
With these things, can we 
sail together in one boat? 
Can we remain in the same 
state?” Nienu questioned. 
He requested Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio and minister 
Ozukum to cancel the ap-
pointment orders and apply 
the 37% job reservation for 
the ‘backward’ tribes.

The opposition MLA did 
not stop there, as he went 
on to criticise Ozukum and 
challenged that if he (Ozu-
kum) felt he was a leader 
of the people and not the 
leader of a constituency 
and a tribe alone, he should 
cancel all the appointments 
that were made from March 

Do the math:  
Minister responds
PWD minister Ozukum 
responded that the LDA 
appointments  were 
made on need/tempo-
rary basis and were liable 
to be terminated as and 
when a proper recruit-
ment board conducts 
the exams. For SA, out 
of 42, he said six from 
the ‘backward’ tribes 
were directly recruited; 
ten SA were regularised, 
bringing the total to 16. 
Therefore, he said 20% 
quota instead was given 
and assured that within 
one year, the 37% would 
be honoured and imple-
mented. He mentioned 
that 52 posts for work-
charge employees from 
the ‘backward’ tribes 
were recently regular-
ised by the department, 
which indicated that the 
government was in fact 
“very much concerned 
for the backward tribes.” 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 20: The Pfüt-
sero administration, in Phek 
district, has destroyed ex-
pired goods worth over INR 
one lakh, on September 20. 

Following a tip-off that 
shopkeepers were selling 
expired goods in the town, 
raids were conducted by 
additional deputy commis-
sioner (ADC) of Pfütsero, 
with police personnel, Do-
bashi, Gaon Bura, wards 
leaders, and members of the 
Pfütsero Town Convenor 
Organisation, and Traders 
Union. Sources said most 
of the seized goods were 
imported from Myanmar.

A D C  Z e n e i k h o n u o 
Vimero told Eastern Mirror 
that the administration had 
decided on the raids during 
a recent meeting with ward 
leaders and Gaon Bura. To 
the query about the pen-
alty imposed on the sellers, 
Vimero said: “This time we 
just seized the goods and 
did not penalise them.”

The officer said that the 

NLA resolutions sound clarion 
to dialogue, integration 

Nagaland complex Kolkata: Rio 
hits back, denies unfair dealing 

Lokayukta: Govt. 
awaiting high court’s 
reply for panel 

Thank you for helping 
Nagaland – Rio

No, no relief 
funds received 
for 2018-19—Rio 

INR 113 cr. sanctioned for Kohima Smart City

66074 lac received for centrally sponsored schemes 

Opposition MLA jolts assembly 
with secessionist statement

Expired goods worth over INR one lakh destroyed in Pfütsero

Rhythm of Love: In conversation with 
Keyi Zeliang  |  P10

Indian economy to reach USD 5 
trillion size by 2022 — PM  |  P8

Kohli, Mirabai named for Khel 
Ratna  |  P12

administration will con-
tinue to conduct raids if the 
shopkeepers defy the warn-
ing and continue to sell du-
bious goods. However, she 
hoped that people would be 

aware about the restrictions 
after Thursday’s raid. 

Speaking about the 
low understanding about 
expired goods among the 
people, including sellers 

and buyers, Vimero said 
even traders should have a 
degree of awareness about 
what they sell. The same 
goes for consumers: They 
need to buy things only 

after verifying the expira-
tion dates, she reminded. 
She insisted that, “Health is 
very important and for a few 
citizens who are not aware 
at all, we should speak more 
of it.”

Also, Mission colony 
ward’s Chairman Vesapa 
Chiero informed that raids 
used to be conducted regu-
larly. However, this was the 
first raid this year. He said 
that almost 100 shops, in-
cluding pharmacies, corner 
shops and grocery stores, 
were checked. The expired 
goods were then destroyed 
at the Pfütsero garbage 
dumping site on the orders 
of the ADC, Chiero said.

The chairman men-
tioned that their day-long 
raid, which began at 9 am 
and concluded at 4 pm, was 
carried by six groups with 
seven to eight members in 
each group. He added that 
the shopkeepers and trad-
ers did not resist but ‘they 
were cooperative during 
the raid.’

1 and reappoint people. 
Admitting that the minister 
should “take the lion’s share” 
but, he insisted, 37% job 
reservation should be ap-
plied. Nienu also demanded 
that the leader of the house 
assure to address the mat-
ter as he feared that Nagas 
would become “hopelessly 
divided.”

Continued on page 5



East Dimapur Sumi youths 
concerned over dust pollution 

Saptiqa area students 
ask govt. teachers to 
report for duty 

Women trained in food processing 

Kma. Law College conducts 
debate competition 

Kohima College assists Peren 
Govt. College NAAC accreditation

Workshop on 
sustainable 
horticulture 
on Sep. 24 
and 26

Xekiye village gets customary court building 

Harassment to journalist flayed
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Inter-collegiate debate  
competition on Sep. 21
Sazolie College, Jotsoma will be organising the 13th 
Inter-collegiate debate competition on September 21 
at 10:30 am in the college auditorium under the topic 
“smart phones are making us smarter”. The judges 
for the competition will  beArep Tzudir, youth pastor 
(KABA), Theja meru of, Rattle and Hum music society, 
and Tongpang L. Jamir, advocate.

Health minister to launch  
AB-NHPM/ AB-PMJAY on Sep. 23 
Nagaland Minister for Health and Family Welfare, 
S. Pangnyu Phom will launch the Ayushman Bharat 
- National Health Protection Mission (AB-NHPM)/
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) on 
Sep. 23 across the state at 2:00 pm. Phom will launch 
the programme at NHAK, Kohima after participating 
in the National launch through video-bridge (telecast 
through DD and webcast through NIC portal) which 
will be launched by Prime Minister, Narendra Modi 
on the same day. 

‘Swachhata Hi Seva campaign 
near City Tower on Sep. 22 
A special campaign to implement ‘Swachhata Hi Seva 
(SHS) 2018’ is being organised by the NHIDCL, Branch 
Office - Dimapur in collaboration with Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Corporation (DMC) & Eden Hr. Sec. School on 
Sep. 22 at around 11:00 a.m. near City Tower Junction, 
Dimapur. 

Motorists raking up huge plumes of dust while travelling along the NH-2 that is under construction. 

Rural Department officials and village leaders of Xekiye village after the inauguration of the new village 
customary court building. 

Trainees trying their hands on amla powder and tomato ketchup 
making techniques during the training programme organised by 
Zatara Pvt. Ltd. in Dimapur. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

NEWS IN BRIEFNEWS IN BRIEF

The villagers of Y. Anner village under Tuensang village had cleared the 6 km NPWD road and 7 km PMGSY 
(Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana) road towards Sotokur EAC Hq on Sep. 19. The chairman of Y. Anner 
Village Council, Y. Rikhum expressed gratitude to the district administration and the SDO (C), Chessore, 
Samuel Konyak for personally taking part in clearing the partial landslides from Huker to Langa river. 
The village council also requested Minister NPWD government of Nagaland to do needful by appointing 
labour against the mass retirement for the welfare of the people. 

People power 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The East Dimapur Sumi 
Yo u t h  O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(EDSYO) has expressed 
concern over the poor 
quality of air under its juris-
diction caused by dust pol-
lution due to the ongoing 
road construction project 
along National Highway 2. 

The EDSYO, in a press 

note, stated that the dust 
pollution is not only haz-
ardous for the commuters 
but also for the residents 
living in and around the 
said stretch of the highway. 
It, therefore, appealed the 
concern authority to ar-
range and make a time 
schedule for water to be 
sprinkled along the stretch 

where the work is taking 
place so as to reduce the 
dust pollution in the area. 

Nonetheless, the or-
ganisation expressed deep 
satisfaction at the concern 
authorities or contractors 
for starting the work along 
the highway, particular-
ly along the stretch from 
Purana Bazar to Airport 

junction, which has been 
an eyesore for the citizens. 
It said that the work along 
the highway was a long 
awaited and a much need-
ed one; however it said that 
the dust pollution caused 
due to the ongoing works 
needs to be improved in 
the greater interest of the 
public. 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The Saptiqa Area Students 
Union (SASU) on Sep. 20 di-
rected those irregular teach-
ers at Government High 
School Saptiqa to report to 
their place of posting imme-
diately otherwise the union 
would initiate its own course 
of action.  

The SASU President 
Toino Awomi, in a press re-
lease, stated that the union 
undertook an ‘educational 
tour’ of all the schools under 
its jurisdiction on Sep. 19 
and 20, during which the 
union members interacted 
with the students and the 
teaching staff and impressed 
upon the teachers on the 
need to impart quality edu-

cation ‘for a just society’.  
However, the union 

were dismayed over the ir-
regularity of the teachers 
posted at government high 
school Saptiqa. Therefore, 
it demanded those irregular 
teachers to immediately 
return to their place of post-
ing “failing which the union 
will not hesitate to mention 
the name of those teachers 
and initiate its own course 
of action”

It said that the yearly 
academic session has al-
most come to an end, and 
added that the union will not 
compromise on the career 
of the students due to the 
negligence of those irregular 
teachers.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
Under the ‘New Dimapur 
Project’, the 15 women 
representatives from 10 
Self-help Groups (SHG) 
from Dimapur II on how to 
start small-scale amla pow-
der and tomato ketchup 

processing units so that 
they can become economi-
cally self-reliant. 

The training, which was 
held from Sep. 12-18, was 
organised by Zatara Pvt. 
Ltd. in association with 
the Ministry of Agriculture 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): With an aim to 
assist the Peren Government College to get 
NAAC accreditation, an  Internal Quality 
Assurance Cell (IQAC) team from Kohima 
college led by its principal Dr. Watijungshi 
Jamir and IQAC Coordinator, Megovono 
Usou visited the Peren Government College 
on Sep. 20 and held a fruitful motivational 
talk on NAAC Accreditation of a college and 
shared experiences on how the Kohima Col-
lege went through to get accredited. 

A press release from PCG Principal, 

Dr. Katoni Jakhalu informed that Kohima 
College, which has already gone through 
second cycle of National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC) accredita-
tion, has been assigned by the Directorate 
of Higher Education, Nagaland to assist 
and to mentor Peren Government Col-
lege in its effort to get the college NAAC 
accreditation.

The programme was attended by all the 
faculty, staff and the executive members of 
the students’ union, the release stated. 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
Under the patronage of the 
governor of Nagaland, the 
Department of Horticulture 
will be organising a seminar 
on the topic ‘bridging the 
gap towards sustainable 
horticulture in Nagaland’ 
on Sep. 24 at Capital Con-
vention Centre Kohima and 
on Sep. 26 at Town Hall, Di-
mapur. 

A DIPR news update in-
formed that the Governor of 
Nagaland, BP Acharya had 
taken the initiative to invite 
Atul R. Patwardhan from 
Chintamani Consultancy 
and Service (CSS) which 
is a renowned agricultural 
Project Consultation firm 
based at Pune, Maharash-
tra to have an in-depth 
interaction with the state 
horticulture department 
officials, farmers, entrepre-
neurs, NGOs and the Bank-
ing Institutions regarding 
the present horticulture sce-
nario in the State and the 
way forward. 

Atul R. Patwardhan, CSS 
who will be the resource 
person will be highlighting 
the various subsidy schemes 
under national horticul-
ture board, how to avail the 
schemes and provide con-
sultation on how to start 
Horticulture & Floriculture 
Projects in the State.  

Intensive interactions 
will also be held with the 
farmers and promoters dur-
ing the workshop.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The Red Ribbon Club of 
Kohima Law College con-
ducted a  debate competi-
tion on theme, “developing 
young leaders of our soci-
ety” in the college premises 
on Sep. 19 with Asst. Profes-
sor Kezhokhoto Savi and 
Asst. Professor Moasenla 
as judges. 

The three topics that 
pertain to the present 
Naga society were debated 
amongst the students of 
different semesters. The 
LLB 4th Semester students 
debated on the topic, ‘Is 
section 377 of Indian Penal 

Code a boon or a curse for 
the Nagas?’; while the 3rd 
Semester students debated 
on the topic, ‘Has Nagaland 
Liqour Total Prohibition 
Act, 1989 led to any posi-
tive behavioral and social 
change?’. The 1st Semester 
students debated on the 
topic, “’Is there stigma and 
discrimination prevailing 
in our Naga society with 
regard to HIV-AIDS?’ The 
cash prizes were given to 
the winners which were 
given away by the nodal 
officer and Asst. Professor 
Soni Tep, a press release 
received here stated.

Dimapur, Sp. 20 (EMN): 
The customary court build-
ing at Xekiye village, under 
Rural Development Block, 
Kuhuboto (Dimapur) was 
inaugurated by the Block 
D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e r 
(BDO), Phoishe Sema in 
the presence of depart-
ment officials and village 
elders and also villagers 
from neighbouring villages. 

A press release received  
here said that the BDO 
Phoishe Sema, while speak-
ing at the inaugural pro-
gramme, said that the court 
building is for the welfare of 
the entire village and there-
fore, lauded the villagers for 
making proper utilisation 
of the fund and completing 
the building on time. 

 Saying that the govern-
ment has empowered the 
villages for the develop-
ment of respective villages 

with assistance from the 
concerned department, 
Sema said that it was the 
responsibility of the of the 
village development board 
to utilise the funds judi-
ciously; he said that the de-
partment will give more 
assistance to those villages 
who uses their funds pru-
dently. 

 The release also dis-
closed that the assistant 
Engineer,  of RD Block 
Kuhuboto, Supongchilung 
said that the count building 
was constructed under the 
funding of the MGNREGA 
and VDB Grant-in-Aid. 

 VDB secretary of the 
village Zhetovi Chophy 
presented a report on the 
construction of the court 
building while the pastor of 
Xekiye Baptist Church, Rev. 
Lutozhe Achumi dedicated 
the church building. 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): Dimapur Press Club (DPC) con-
demned the harassment meted out to a member of Kohima 
Press Club by some unruly crowd, who was covering the 
public procession in Kohima town on September 19.

The news editor who was covering the public proces-
sion was said to have been harassed by unidentified protes-
tors even after she identified herself as a media person on 
duty.

A DPC press release issued by its general secretary, 
Henlly Phom, has condemned such ignorant behaviour 
of the protestors towards media persons who are on duty. 

It appealed the authorities to understand the contri-
bution made by media persons in serving the society and 
avoid such behaviour in future and to ensure security of the 
media persons on duty.

and Farmers’ Welfare, GoI; 
Skill India, GoI, STRY pro-
gramme under National 
Institute of Agricultural 
Extension Management 
and State Agricultural Man-
agement and Extension 
Training Institute (SAMETI) 
Nagaland. 

A press release received 
here informed that the 
trainees were given knowl-
edge on food preservation, 
processing packaging FSSAI 
standards and regulations 
branding and marketing of 
their products by Sentinaro 
Alley and Washipong Long-
kumer from Zatara and 
Sentibenla and Tzubentula 
from ATMA Dimapur

It informed that the 10 
SHGs were a part of the 300 
SHGs formed under the  
aegis of the ‘New Dimapur 
Project’ which is aimed to 
support such SHGs through 
various livelihood genera-
tion programmes and to 
create a local economy 
where women entrepre-
neurs can independently 
operate small and medium 
scale industries.
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The Tuensang branch of Nagaland State Cooperative Bank has donated a sum of INR 38,100 towards the 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. The fund drive has been initiated in the aftermath of the destruction left 
across the state during the recent monsoon rains.  

The packaged opium that were seized by Kohima police at Khuzama inter-state check gate. 

Image for representational purpose. 

Banking on 

Hogs in limelight: Government denies 
arrangement to import pigs from Punjab

Nagaland chemists to observe 
bandh on September 28

DC Dimapur talks economics 
and politics with students 

Kohima police hauls in 12 
kg of opium in two days 

 Official says Punjab minister’s claim to the contrary was simply his attempt to entice voters there 
 Despite numerous schemes, Nagaland still have to bring in a maximum of 400-500 pigs per month  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 20: In a 
dampener to the much-
hyped announcement 
to import 8000 live pigs 
per month from Punjab, 
amounting to INR 200 cr., 
the state’s Department of 
Under-Developed Area 
(DUDA) and the Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services have denied mak-
ing any agreement with 
the Punjab government.

A joint meeting of the 
DUDA and Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services was held on Sep-

tember 19. A joint press 
statement issued by the 
DUDA director KS Anden 
Konyak and director of 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services, Dr. 
Aomayang Walling, clari-
fied that the import of 8000 
live pigs monthly at the 
rate of INR 200 cr. per an-
num was wrongly stated 
and published in the me-
dia without the knowledge 
of the two departments. 

Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror, an official from 
the Veterinary department 
denied signing any agree-

ment on the import of pigs 
from Punjab. Besides, the 
official informed that the 
news report was ‘blown 
out of proportion.’ While 
admitting that officials 
from Nagaland had under-
taken preliminary survey 
to Punjab to get first-hand 
knowledge about the pos-
sibility for trade of pigs, the 
official denied making any 
agreement on the issue. 

The official informed 
that they were taken by 
surprise with the utter-
ances of the Punjab min-
ister Balbir Singh Sidhu, 

FUNERAL SERVICE

Name: Izaibale Lungalang
Wife of: Mr L. B Gurung

Date of Birth: 28/03/1956
Date of Death: 20/09/2018

Funeral will be held at her residence at Lane 
19, Kuda Village, 

Dimapur Nagaland at 11 a.m. on 21/09/2018 D
P-
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saying it was against the 
pig breeding policy of the 
state government. The of-
ficial had rather accused 
the minister of trying to 
entice voters in the ensu-
ing zila parishad elections, 
who mostly constitute pig 
farmers from the constitu-
ency.

Even as the state had 
attained certain level in 
catering to the demand in 
the piggery sector with the 
introduction of various 
schemes, the official dis-
closed that Nagaland still 
needs to import a maxi-
mum of 400 to 500 pigs per 
month.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 20: Opposing 
the central government’s 
decision to allow the prac-
tice of online pharmacies in 
India, the Nagaland Medi-
cine Dealers’ Association 
(NMDA) has announced to 
participate in the nation-
wide bandh on September 
28 across the state.
 NMDA has initiated the 
bandh in compliance to the 
call given by the All India 
Organisation of Chemists 
and Druggists (AIOCD). 

“All the medical stores 
will remain closed from 6 
am to 6 pm on September 
28 in Nagaland. 

The decision was taken 
as per the directives given 
by AIOCD, against the cen-
tral government’s decision 
to allow e-marketing or 
online sale of medicine,” 
the statement informed on 
Thursday. 

According to NMDA 
president, Ato Yepthomi, 
so many illegal drugs have 
been smuggled due to on-
line pharmacies and many 
illegal transactions have 
been taking place, which 
is interrupting the smooth 
functioning of traditional 

marketing. “The online sale 
is against the law, the gov-
ernment should ban them 
immediately,” Yepthomi 
said.

NMDA general secre-
tary, Ashok Kr Singhal, in-
formed Eastern Mirror on 
Thursday that NMDA is 
against online pharmacies 
because they are illegal and 
dangerous to the public 
health. 

“Many people can ob-
tain medicines illegally. 
Online pharmacies can-
not carry out verification 
of the prescriptions; also 
their motive is to sell more 
medicines and make profits 
which has led to many il-
legal transactions,” Singhal 
said.

“ W h e n  c u s t o m e r s 
come to our shops we first 
verify the authenticity of 
the prescriptions and pro-
vide medicines accord-
ingly. 

We also examine their 
physical status and accord-
ingly recommend medi-
cines to them which are 
not possible with the online 
pharmacies,” Ashok main-
tained. 

Stating that the online 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel visited the St. Joseph’s 
University in Dimapur on 
September 18 to deliver a 
lecture to students of politi-
cal science and economics.

A statement from the 
college on Thursday in-
formed that Patel spoke 
on the broad topic of ‘The 
Indian Economy’ sharing 
with the students the dif-
ferent types of economic 
ideas; and based on which 
the economic system of a 
country is established. 

“He revealed the vital 
features and the working 
principles of the Indian 
economy and also the im-
portant economic terms. 
He also explained the vari-
ous important terms as-
sociated with the discipline 
of economics and politi-
cal science and how these 
terms are inter-related with 
one another. 

He also shared about 
the important banking 
concepts and how vital 
the banking sector is to 
any economic system for a 
thriving and growing econ-

omy.
“In a nutshell the guest 

speaker dealt with the 
broad topic of economic 
system in general as well as 
in Indian context.

 The speaker also high-
lighted the important eco-
nomic statistical reports, 
which clearly portray the 
health of the Indian econo-
my…towards the conclud-
ing part of the lecture the 
speaker addressed several 
questions raised by eager 
students of political science 
and economics depart-
ments,” it informed. 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
Kohima police personnel 
manning at Khuzama inter-
state check gate on Thurs-
day arrested four persons 
with five kg of opium. 

According to a state-
ment from the Kohima 
police, the recovery was 
made when the cops inter-
cepted a vehicle carrying 
the consignment at around 
7 pm. The arrested persons 
were identified as Letkholal 
Guite, G Seikhohao, Nei-

jahat, and Lhaineikim 
Haokip.

“The illegal contraband 
was found neatly wrapped 
in five packets of one kg 
each and concealed inside 
the vehicle when recovered 
by the police…the value of 
the seized contraband is 
estimated to be worth ap-
proximately (INR) one cr. in 
the international market,” it 
claimed.

In another incident 
on September 19, another 

vehicle was caught trans-
porting eight kg of opium 
at the same police check 
gate at around 10.30 pm, it 
informed. “The illegal con-
traband was found neatly 
wrapped in eight packets of 
one kg each and concealed 
inside the vehicle when 
recovered by the police,” it 
informed. 

Consequently, the oc-
cupant of the car, Naorem 
Suraj Meitei (aged 57) was 
arrested, it informed. 

sale of medicines are lead-
ing to sale of narcotics and 
habit forming medicines 
which are dangerous to 
health, Singhal said that 
the online sale of medicine 
should not be encouraged 
by the central government. 
“It is because they don’t 
have an authority to strictly 
monitor their trade, unlike 
the traditional marketing, 
which is monitored by an 
authority,” Singhal stated.

The general secretary 
further mentioned that the 
practice of online pharma-
cies would lead to irrational 
competition between the 
traditional marketing and 
the online sale. 

Singhal lamented that 
online marketing provides 
discounts on almost all 
the medicines, sometimes 
even amounting to 40% 
discount. 

“It is a threat to the pub-
lic health and the business 
of regular pharmacists in 
the country,” Singhal added.

Mentioning that on-
line pharmacies cannot 
have physical interaction 
and examination with pa-
tients, the general secretary 
critically stated that online 
pharmacies would lead to 
wrong medication in many 
circumstances.

 However, Singhal stat-
ed that the traditional mar-
keting carry out personal 
examination apart from the 
prescriptions they produce 
and counsel with them 
whenever necessary.

The NMDA has request-
ed all the unit presidents 
and secretaries of NMDA in 
all the districts to observe 
the ‘Bharat Bandh’ on Sep-
tember 27.
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Manipur govt. to implement Mob 
Violence Control and Prohibition Bill

NLA resolutions sound clarion...

66074 lac received for centrally...
Manipuris celebrate Heikru Hidongba festival

Prohibitory order 
promulgated around 
M’laya Assembly

NF Railway revises 
portage’s charge

M’laya HC dismisses PIL against cement major Lafarge Holcim

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
Minister for Public Works 
Thongam Biswajit Singh, 
who is also the spokesper-
son of the Manipur govern-
ment on Thursday said that 
the Manipur Mob Violence 
Control and Prohibition 
Bill will be implemented 
as an ordinance and efforts 
are to introduce the bill in 
the state assembly to pass 
it as an Act at the earliest. 

The ordinance will not 
only help in containing 
communal hatred and 
mob violence but will also 
show the existence of the 
law of land, he said.

The minister told this 
to reporters on the side-
line of a formal flagging off 
ceremony of the FC Im-
phal City team for the 16th 
Administrator’s Challenge 
Cup All India Football 
Tournament U-17 (Boys) 
– 2018, being organises 
by the Youth Affairs and 
Sports, Chandigarh. The 
tournament will be held 
from Sep. 21 to 30.

On Wednesday, the 
State Cabinet presided 
over by Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh has decided 
to introduce the Manipur 
Mob Violence Control and 
Prohibition Bill in the State 

Legislative Assembly soon.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

spokesperson, the step 
has been taken up by the 
state government in view 
of increasing trend of the 
rate of awarding instant 
punishment by mob with-
out any fair trial day by day 
in the State. 

Minister Biswajit also 
informed that the ap-
proval for establishment 
of a sports university in 
the state is the centre’s 
acknowledgement of the 
state sportspersons’ per-
formances, talents and 
activities.

Biswajit also said that 

the present government 
at the Centre has acknowl-
edged the performance of 
the sports persons of the 
state.

 The coming of the uni-
versity in the state is the 
fruit of the sportspersons’ 
hard-work, he added.

“Sports and culture 
identify our state to the 
outside world,” he said 
adding that the present Bi-
ren Singh led government 
has been supporting and 
encouraging sportsper-
sons and will continue to 
do so.  He further wished 
the FC Imphal City team 
success. 

State committee selects Dr. T Ao awardees
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio has clarified in 
response to allegations about the criteria 
involved in awarding the Dr. T Ao award 
and selecting candidates: Selections were 
made by a state-level selection commit-
tee as incorporated in the Nagaland state 
sports policy; as per stipulated criteria, the 
department felt that no action was required, 
he said.

He was replying to a starred question 
by opposition MLA Khriehu Liezietsu, in 
starred questions about said award, and 
appointment of the project director of the 
Music Task Force (MTF). The chief minister 
said that the selection committee is led by 
the chief secretary; and the secretary, and 
director of the Sports department; the presi-
dent and secretary general of the Nagaland 
Olympics Association as members.

Referring to the allegations in some sec-
tions of the regional news houses, he clari-

fied that the department received no formal 
complaint. He said that the people who 
have complaints may formally complain to 
the department to address issues. Accord-
ing to the Nagaland State Sports Policy, he 
explained, there are four categories for the 
Dr. T Ao Sports Awards: Coaches, sports 
administrators, state sports Institutions, 
and athletes.

Criteria for appointment of project 
director for MTF: He disclosed that the de-
partment had issued a circular addressed to 
all administrative heads of departments and 
heads of departments inviting applications 
to fill the post, on July 25 2018. Three appli-
cations were received by the department for 
the position, it was informed.

The chief minister also informed that no 
scheme was sanctioned by the National pro-
gramme for development of sports, Khelo 
India, since it was approved as a central 
sector scheme.

Four individuals have registered in Kohima 
district for money lenders license namely 
Rohit Limbu, Lhuvesayi Lohe, Daniel Seb, 
and Mughavi Chishi. However, the licenses 
have expired and no application for re-
newal has been received so far.

In response to whether the government 
was taking any measure to penalize any so-
ciety or individual who are lending money 
without license, Rio stated in a written reply 
that the registrars have given publicity in 
the media warning against illegal money 
lenders.
100 lac allotted for Jerusalem trip
The chief minister, responding to Sazo, 
disclosed that a total of INR 100 lac was 
allotted for “Parliamentary Affairs for Par-
liamentary study tour/ visit to Jerusalem 
by NGOs (Reverends and Pastors) INR 100 
lakhs.”

The People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government led by Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio had announced the introduction of 
a new programme, ‘Holy Land tours and 
pilgrimages,’ during the budget session on 
March 23 this year.
39, 790 lac allotted to departments  
for civil work  
The detailed report of the amount that was 
earmarked for each of the departments for 
capital or civil work for the year 2018-19 
was also made available. It totalled to INR 
39, 790 lac. The chief minister furnished 
that a total of 39, 790 lac were allocated for 
capital or civil work for the year 2018-19. 
Replying to opposition legislator Chotisuh 
Sazo, he furnished the details in an annex-
ure, the amount earmarked for each of the 
department for capital or civil work for the 
year 2018-19.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 20 (EMN):  
The 240th Heikru Hidong-
ba festival, the traditional 
boat race festival was cel-
ebrated in Manipur on 
Thursday Sep. 20. The fes-
tival is observed on the 
11th day of the Manipuri 
calendar month ‘Lang-
ban’ (September) month 
to bring prosperity to the 

community.
Manipur Governor Dr. 

Najma Heptulla along with 
legislators - RK Imo (Sagol-
band), Dr Sapam Ranjan 
(Konthoujam), O Lukhoi 
(Wangoi) and Md Abdul 
Nasir (Lilong), and others 
attended the festival.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the governor said 
that the festival has also a 

great meaning in the field 
of moral science and politi-
cal philosophy. “The more 
we observe and study this 
public function, the more 
we will learn about the 
heart and soul of our an-
cestors who sacrificed their 
most precious lives with-
out the least grumbling for 
peace and freedom of our 
people,” he maintained.

EM Images

Boat race during Heikru Hidongba Festival held in Manipur on Thursday Sep. 20.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1943SUD0KU 1783
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Singer ____ Clapton
 5. The back side of the neck
 9. Records electric currents of the 

heart
 12. Capital of Italy (in Italian)
 13. Welsh for John
 14. Third person singular female
 15. Canadian flyers
 16. Floating ice mountain
 17. A woolen cap of Scottish origin
 18. Obtain
 20. Oakland’s football team
 22. Wading birds
 25. No seats available
 26. A browning of the skin
 27. Behaviors or opinions
 32. Algonquian tribe
 34. Rodent
 35. City of the Seven Hills
 36. Momentarily delayed responding
 39. Unit of time (abbrev.)
 40. A way to soak
 41. Sarcasm
 43. Disinfected
 47. Prohibit
 48. Genus for corn
 49. Old Irish alphabet
 51. Bleats
 54. Mandela’s party
 55. Bones that protect the organs in 

the chest
 56. Engrave
 57. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
 58. Heroin (slang)
 59. Ooze 

 DOWN
 1. Make a mistake
 2. Mythological bird
 3. Conceives or visualizes
 4. Sidewalk bistros
 5. Beak
 6. Avow
 7. Living things that feed off others

 8. Encircle
 9. Spanish for “This”
 10. Singe or burn
 11. Jewels 19. Served hot in 

England
 21. Gloomy
 22. Skin irritation
 23. Uncovered
 24. Pertaining to long term 

planning or policy
 28. A way to create from raw 

stuff
 29. Control by power or 

presence
 30. An independent ruler or 

chieftain
 31. Monetary unit of Western 

Samoa
 33. A genus of Mustelidae
 37. Vocalists
 38. Pat
 42. Wasting

 43. Emperor
 44. Singer/actress ____ Horne
 45. All of the components 

specified considered 
individually

 46. A Chadic language spoken 
south of Lake Chad

 50. Message (abbrev.)
 52. A card with just one 

symbol
 53. Shaft horsepower (abbrev.)
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Heptulla gave away 
the Governor’s Trophy and 
certificates to the winners 
along with cash prize of 
INR 15,000 and INR 10,000 
to the champion and Run-
ner-up team respectively.

Thousands of people 
thronged the Bijoygobinda 
Moat at Sagolband in Im-
phal West district to wit-
ness a boat race organised 
as part of the traditional 
‘Heikru Hidongba’ festival.

Religious rituals were 
performed to predict the 
fortune of the state, besides 
paying obeisance to God 
for bountiful blessings.

Introduced in the 1779, 
the Heikru Hidongba is a 
festival of great cultural 
and religious significance 
where prayers and rituals 
are performed for prosper-
ity and sanctity.

According to organis-
ing committee, “a garland 
is being assembled from 
one hundred and eight 
Heikru (Amla) on the day 
of the race.

 In  b e t w e e n  e a c h 
Heikru, there is a tip of 
‘hup’ interspersing the 
strand. Another garland 
is being made out of one 
hundred and eight rice 
grains, each grain picked 
by fingers from its husk.”

Shillong, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Prohibitory order under 
section 144 CrPC was 
promulgated Thursday 
around state Assembly 
here in the wake of intel-
ligence inputs about pro-
test to be organised Friday 
when the five-day session 
of the house begins.

The East Khasi Hills 
District authorities Thurs-
day promulgated section 
144 CrPC prohibiting gath-
ering of a group of people 
within 500 meters of the 
Assembly at Rilbong and 
100 meters of the main and 
additional secretariat here, 
officials said. The order, 
promulgated by deputy 
commissioner P S Dkhar, 
also prohibits carrying of 
arms and any other lethal 
weapons by civilians but 
will not be applicable to the 
security forces, they said.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): As 
per instructions issued by 
Railway Board, the North-
east Frontier Railway has 
revised the charges of por-
terage in railway stations 
charged by the Sahayaks 
w.e.f. Sep. 15. The porterage 
charges were last revised 
in 2012. 

The new rate for carry-
ing of luggage by Sahayaks 
upto 40 Kgs per head has 
been revised to INR 80; use 
of wheel chair/stretcher to 
INR 100; and carriage of 
luggage by trolley to INR 
150. 

Chief Public Relations 
Officer P J Sharma in a 
statement said that the 
economic and living con-
ditions of the Sahayaks 
were a matter for concern 
and new rate is expected 
to be beneficial for the 
Sahayaks. He informed 
that railway has also been 
constructing sheds for Sa-
hayaks around the station 
complex of big stations 
so that they can take ad-
equate rest after perform-
ing work. 

Shillong, Sep. 20 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya High Court has 
dismissed a PIL filed by a 
group of villagers in East 
Khasi Hills district against 
cement major Lafarge Hol-
cim observing that it was 
“totally without merit” and 
“tainted with ill design”.

The PIL, pending since 
2007, had alleged that the 
land bordering Nongtrai 
and Shella had been il-
legally acquired by the 
company for mining of 
limestone and had not 
benefitted the villages 
around the mining area.

A  d i v i s i o n  b e n c h , 
comprising Chief Justice 

Mohammad Yaqoob Mir 
and Justice S R Sen, on 
Wednesday said the PIL 
was aimed at jeopardising 
the progress of the village.

The bench said the PIL 
was “totally without any 
merit” and “tainted with ill 
design” as the Shella Action 
Committee (SAC) could 
not produce even one land 
owner who was affected, 
after the land was trans-
ferred, sold or leased out in 
favour of the company. The 
high court also directed the 
petitioner, the SAC, to pay 
a fine of Rs 20,000 within 
a month, to be donated to 
flood-affected Kerala.

The SAC had f i led 
the PIL against the then 
Lafarges Lum Mawshun 
Minerals Pvt. Ltd, Lafarge 
Umiam Mining Pvt. Ltd 
registered in India and La-
farge Surma Cement Ltd, 
registered in Bangladesh 
alleging that the compa-
nies had denied revenue 
due to the state besides 
having flouting mining 
rules.

They had said in the 
PIL that it had caused se-
rious loss of revenue and 
irreparable loss to the in-
digenous people residing 
within the sixth schedule 
area.

After considering the 
matter, the court said it 
had arrived at a conclu-
sion that the petitioner had 
filed the PIL without any 
substantial basis.

“They may be the resi-
dents of village Shella but 
are stated to have been 
residing in Shillong and 
operating from there to the 
disadvantage of the people 
of Shella,” the bench said 
in its order.

The court observed 
that mining operations 
undertaken by LafargeHol-
cim and its mining firms 
have “proved fruitful” for 
the economic growth and 

welfare of the people of the 
area. It also observed that 
the company had contrib-
uted over INR 171 crore to 
the state’s exchequer apart 
from contributing to the 
economy and the liveli-
hood of the local people at 
the project sites by way of 
creating additional direct 
and indirect employment 
opportunities, provision 
of education, skill-devel-
opment and various meas-
ures. 

It said that the project 
contributes INR 2.6 crore 
revenue to Nongtrai village 
Durbar, adjacent to Shella 
village, for the mining area. 

No, no relief funds received...
He thanked M/s AirPay who set up the 
online portal for contributions to CM relief 
fund through various channels without 
charging any fee for online transactions. Al-
most 4,857 people contributed through this 
channel a total of Rs 48.17 lakh, he added. 

Likewise, the chief minister thanked 
PayTM, which set up a gateway for con-
tributions to the relief fund, through their 
platform. He said almost 34,803 people 
contributed funds amounting to Rs 53.41 
lakh. He thanked PayTM for matching the 
amount by making an equal contribution 
from their side. 

“Over and above this, we have also 
got contributions of almost Rs 108.11 lakh 
directly to our bank account,” he said. He 
shared his appreciation of the humanitar-
ian gesture of Roijita Abujam too – a New 
York resident who raised and donated USD 
2, 400, which is about INR 1,67,000, in the 
Bank account of the Kiphire deputy com-
missioner. 

Speaking of gratefulness to the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) legislators, who 
contributed a month’s salary, besides con-
tribution from party officials, he thanked 
government employees; and organisa-
tions, associations, corporate entities and 
all other donors who contributed in cash 
and kind. He added that funds amounting 
to INR 79.52 lakh have been received as 
contribution. 

Thanking also the Naga People Front 
legislators who volunteered to contribute 
to the chief secretary’s welfare fund, he 

remarked that the particular fund was 
primarily for the welfare of government 
employees in distress. Nevertheless, he 
appreciated them and called upon them 
to join the efforts of the government and 
the people in mitigating the hardship being 
faced by the people.

Concluding his speech, Rio said that 
the state’s government had decided to set 
up a committee from the additional chief 
secretary and Finance commissioner for 
judicious use of the funds. He said that the 
government had decided to launch a mass 
social work for restoration works on dam-
aged infrastructure and to improve drain-
age, culverts and roads from  September 29 
to  October 2 in all districts and additional 
deputy commissioner headquarters to co-
incide with the 150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi.

No RBI-reconciled deficit figure: Rio  
tells Zeliang
Leader of Opposition TR Zeliang put up a 
starred question to Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio to state the total fiscal deficit (RBI) 
reconciled figure for 2013-14 to 2017-2018. 
Budget reconciliation is the process of re-
viewing transactions and supporting docu-
mentation, and resolving any discrepancies 
that are discovered.

Rio, who holds the finance portfolio, 
also, replied that there was no RBI rec-
onciled fiscal deficit figure. He furnished 
the details of the year-wise fiscal deficit as 
reflected in the state budget documents 
for the years 2013-14 to 2017-18. (See table)

Details of the year wise fiscal deficit figure as reflected in the state budget documents for 
the years 2013-14 to 2017-18

Year BE RE Actual
2013-14 429.07 1051.65 459.41 
2014-15 589.60 849.78 134. 32 
2015-16 1160.82 1159.38 597.27 
2016-17 452.18 1441.21 285.07 
2017-18 801.76 1605.48 NA

FROM PAGE 1...



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-418/18/5206-07 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
T.Mughavi Aye -Vrs- Inahoto Sema resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T. Mughavi Aye
Village/Block No: Dubagaon, Patta No: 238
Dag No: 449, Area: 00B-01K-05Ls
North: Kayito Yeptho, South: Home Guard Training Institute
East: Approach Road, West: T. Mughavi Aye

NOTICE

D-6002

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-419/18/5251-52 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti A. 
Narola Ao -Vrs- Reshiyunen Kechu resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: A. Narola Ao
Village/Block No: 10, Patta No: 639
Dag No: 9/718, Area: 00B-01K-15Ls
North:             , South: Yashitsungba Land
East: Yashitsungba Land, West: Limba Land

NOTICE

D-6003

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-423/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Vihelie 
Sekhose -Vrs- Visakholie Angami resident of Haralu Colony Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 20.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Vihelie Sekhose
Village/Block No: 3, Patta No: 863
Dag No: 1056, Area: 00B-01K-18Ls
North: Vitolie Angami Limayanger, South: Approach Road
East: Approach Road, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-6004

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-421/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti S.Lima Ozukum -Vrs- Chubarenla Lima resident of Kuchiabill 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Lima Ozukum
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 169
Dag No: 50, Area: 00B-04K-10Ls
North: Lima Ozukum, South: Approach Road
East: Yanger Ao, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-6006

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-420/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti S.Limatenjen -Vrs- Chubarenla Lima resident of Kuchiabill 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Limatemjen
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 168
Dag No: 49, Area: 01B-01K-08Ls
North: Ato Lusang, South: Lima Ozukum
East: Yanger Ao, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-6007

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 15th June’18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-12/2000-D/5209-10 Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Akang Ao S/o, D/o, W/o, Pokye Ao resident of 
Dimapur has reported that he/she lost his/her Jamabandi/
patta bearing Patta No.03, Dag No.93 of Block No/Village.05, 
Area 00-02-16. Which was lost or destroyed

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if 
any & should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
19.10.18.

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
North: Moalong, South: Sensakla
East: Duncan Circular Road, West: Dr.Chuchangba

NOTICE

D-6004

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated: Dimapur the 20th 09 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-1/90-D/      /Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Lemjen resident of Dimapur who has applied 
for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to Patta 
No.1184, Dag No.1278 measuring an area 00-00-
12 located at Block No/Village.05, Mouza No.02 
which has been located mortgage in the NIDC 
Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 27.09.18.

NOTICE

 D-6008

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. MINA KUMARI SUNAR W/o LT. SANTA BAHADUR SUNAR, Peon 
Dte of P&S Nagaland, Kohima resident Lower Chandmari, Kohima has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave 
encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.30770164901 
SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 18.07.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI       Dated Kohima, the 12th Sept, 2018

KG-2823

NO.ELE/REV-15/2018/   Dated: 19th September, 2018.

PRESS RELEASE
This is for general information of all concerned that the Special Summary 
Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls with reference to 1st January, 2019 
as the qualifying date, has commenced in the State of Nagaland with 
the publication of the Integrated draft roll on 11th September, 2018. 
The period for filing of claims and objections for inclusion, deletion, 
correction and transposition of entries in the electoral roll will continue 
till 31st October, 2018. 

Further, for the convenience of everyone, special campaigns will be 
conducted in all the polling stations across the State on 22.09.2018 
(Saturday) and 13.10.2018 (Saturday). On these Special Campaign dates, 
the concerned Booth Level Officers will be available at their respective 
polling station with copy of the draft electoral roll and the various 
requisite Forms. All are hence requested to visit their polling stations 
on these dates to verify their entries in the electoral roll for carrying out 
corrections and to file claims/objections, if any, in the relevant Form 
with the Booth Level Officers. 

Sd/-
(ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS 

Chief Electoral Officer, Nagaland.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

E-mail id: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in/ Fax- 0370-2290460

KG-2822

Government of India
Ministry of Finance :: Department of Revenue

Office of The Commissioner
Central Goods and Services Tax

Naga Cemetery Road, Khermahal,
Dimapur-797112, Nagaland.

Tel: 03862-224171, email: cestdmr061301@gmail.com
C.No.1(22)3/Admin/HQ/GST/DMR/2018/ Dated : 19 .09. 2018

NOTICE FOR INVITING TENDERS FOR HIRING OF HOUSE KEEPING STAFF AND 
SECURITY GUARD (WITHOUT ARMS) FOR SERVICES TO BE CARRIED OUT AT CGST 
COMMISSIONERATE, DIMAPUR FOR THE YEAR 2018-19. 

For and on behalf of the President of India, sealed Tenders are invited for the hiring 
of House Keeping Staff and Security Guard (without arms) to be engaged at the, CGST 
Commissionerate, “Agarwal Towers”, Circular Road, Dimapur, for the year 2018-19 on 
contract basis and the period of contract shall be for a period of one financial year. The 
terms & conditions is enclosed as Annexure- “A” and details of works to be performed 
is enclosed as Appendix. Annexure – “B” & Annexure- “C” are format for the Technical 
Bids and Financial Bids respectively. The Tender Notice can be downloaded from the 
website www.cexcusner.gov.in.  

The tenders should be submitted in two sealed covers. The first sealed cover 
should be super scribed with “Technical Bid” and should contain information as 
sought in Annexure ‘B’ of the tender document. The second sealed cover super 
scribed with “Financial Bid” and should contain information sought in Annexure ‘C’ 
of the tender document. Both the sealed covers should be placed in a main sealed 
envelope superscripted “Tender for providing House Keeping Staff and Security Guard 
(without arms) for services to be carried out at CGST Commissionerate, Dimapur” and 
should be addressed to the Assistant Commissioner (Admin). CGST Commissionerate, 
Naga Cemetery Road, Khermahal, Dimapur or the Assistant Commissioner (Admin), 
CGST Commissionerate, Agarwal Towers, 5th Floor, Circular Road, Dimapur. The last 
date for receipt of Tender is 01.10.2018 up to 1400 hrs. Tenders shall be opened 
on 01.10.2018 at 1600 hrs. The tenders/quotations received incomplete and/or not 
properly sealed or filed after the due date and time shall be summarily rejected. 
The parties who wish to be present at the time of opening of Tender/Quotation may 
represent themselves or authorize their representatives with an authority letter. The 
Commissioner, CGST, Dimapur reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders 
without assigning any reasons. 

Sd/-
(L. KRELO) 

Assistant Commission (Admin) 
CGST, Dimapur.DG-789
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Preventive vigilance more effective 
than punitive one – RBI Governor

Petrol price 
touches new highs

Vivo ‘V11 Pro’ on Airtel online store for INR 4,299

Nagaland complex Kolkata: Rio hits back...
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The committee discussed in detail the 
strategy to be decided, how the interest of 
the government and the people would be 
protected and how maximum rent can be 
obtained from M/S Engineers Enterprise. 
It also discussed the legal implication 
with regard to West Bengal Tenancy Act; 
and consulted with the advocate general 
of Nagaland. 

The committee met with S Ghosal 
of M/s Engineers Enterprise in Kolkata 
and made an agreement. According to 
the report of the technical team that was 
submitted on May 12 1997 with three more 
co-opted members, the total measured 
area of the Nagaland Commercial Com-
plex at Kolkatta was 13,735.93 Sq metre, 
which included one 11-storey building, 
one 4-storey building and one sub-station 
building.

Following the report, the lease deed 
was signed on December 24, 1997, where-
in the then chief secretary, AM Gokhale, 
advised the advocate general of Nagaland 
to withdraw all cases pending with M/s 
Engineers Enterprise in the Calcutta High 
Court. The lease was effective from Janu-
ary 1 1998 for a period of 20 years, which 
expired on January 1 2018.

The terms and conditions of the lease 
include among others, that the lessee shall 
pay INR 5 lakh per month on or before 7th 
day of every succeeding month; allow the 
lessee to enjoy 1500 sq ft space, free to use 
the premises for business purpose/sublet 
without any reference to the ‘lessor’ and 
to use entire complex premises as collat-
eral security to public financial institutes/
agencies, and national banks. 

Realising that the lease deed was heav-
ily disadvantageous and the state have not 
benefitted out of this property, on July 26, 
2013, Home Commissioner Temjen Toy 
proposed that the leased out portions of 
the Nagaland property at Kolkata may 
be disposed off to interested buyers at 
prevailing market rates so that the gov-
ernment would get at least some benefits. 
Therein, the chief minister has on August 
12 2013 directed pursuing the case.

He informed the house that a com-

mittee that was constituted on the matter 
made a recommendation on March 16 
2013 and proposed to consult an advocate 
from Kolkata who was an expert in Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The file was put up to the 
chief secretary on April 1 2014 which was 
then ‘endorsed’ to the Home commis-
sioner and chief minister on April 10 2014. 
(The file has no record of the Home com-
missioner and CM seeing the file).

The file, he said, was reactivated and 
sent to the chief secretary on February 
11 2015. However, the contention of the 
Justice & Law department was that the 
Tenancy Act 1997 was not applicable to the 
central government or state government/
govt. undertakings/enterprises; that the 
lease agreement between the state govern-
ment and the CEEPL does not fall under 
the purview of the Act.

Consequently, on January 23 2018, 
the state’s Home commissioner wrote to 
S Ghosal, MD of CEEPL reiterating the 
ownership of the Nagaland property at 
Kolkata and to accept the monthly rental 
of INR 2.2 cr. stating that it would be “un-
fair, unjust, illegal and unconstitutional for 
state government to allow continuation of 
exploitation of public asset for commercial 
gains and profit of a private party.”

Again on February 7 2018, the Home 
commissioner wrote to Ghosal that non-
compliance of the lease deed agreement 
conditions would render it liable for 
eviction and that cheques/draft on part 
payment would not be acceptable, stating 
that “any payment of part rent without first 
signing the fresh lease deed agreement is 
not acceptable an thus the cheque of the 
meagre amount of INR 7 lakh had already 
been returned to you by DRC Kolkata.”

Through this notification, the state 
government has also directed Goshal to 
appear to sign a fresh lease deed without 
further delay.  

However, the advocate general of Na-
galand on August 11 2018, advised that, 
according to the court’s interim order 
dated May 14 2018, the rent from January 
2018 payable till date be accepted “without 
prejudice to our rights and contention.”

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (IANS): Petrol prices climbed fresh 
highs on Thursday across the four metros, while diesel 
prices were unchanged for the second consecutive day.

In the national capital, petrol was sold at Rs 82.22 
per litre, up from Rs 82.16 per litre on Wednesday, data 
on the Indian Oil Corp’s website showed.

Petrol prices were unchanged in the metros on 
Wednesday.

In the other key cities of Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai, the fuel was priced at Rs 84.07, Rs 89.60 and 
Rs 85.48 per litre, respectively, up from Rs 84.01, Rs 
89.54 and Rs 85.41 per litre.

The cost of transportation fuel has been on the rise 
since August 1, largely because of high crude oil prices 
and falling rupee. Depreciation in the Indian rupee 
against the US dollar makes the import of crude oil 
expensive as transaction is done in dollars.

Sector experts feel that high excise duty in the 
country also aided the high prices.

Prices of the other key transportation fuel, diesel, 
however, was unchanged on Thursday for the second 
day in a row.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Bharti Airtel on Thursday 
announced the availabil-
ity of Vivo’s “V11 Pro” on its 
online store at a down pay-
ment of Rs 4,299, along with 
its post-paid EMI plans.

Airtel is offering benefits 

including 100GB of data, 
unlimited voice calling, free 
roaming and free subscrip-
tion to Airtel TV and Ama-
zon Prime, the company 
said in a statement.  With the 
starting price of Rs 24,999, 
“V11 Pro” comes with an in-

display fingerprint sensor, a 
6.41-inch touchscreen Su-
per AMOLED FHD+ “Halo 
FullView” display, 12MP+ 
5MP primary camera, 25MP 
selfie camera and 64GB in-
ternal memory expandable 
up to 256GB.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
RBI Governor Urjit Patel on 
Thursday said that preven-
tive vigilance is the most 
effective governance mecha-
nism at public sector institu-
tions as opposed to punitive 
and detective vigilance.

Delivering a lecture at 
the Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC), he said puni-
tive vigilance is difficult in a 
public sector institution for 
several reasons including 
demotivating employees.

“The rewards are low, to 
start with, thereby limiting 
the possibility of downward 
revisions. Given this con-

straint, disciplinary actions 
that limit the chances of ca-
reer progression are often the 
preferred punishment. 

“However, this has the 
misfortune of demotivating 
employees beyond the point 
of their career when punitive 
vigilance action is under-
taken,” Patel said. 

He said while it is pos-
sible to fine-tune pecuniary 
incentives and career-based 
rewards for greater effec-
tiveness, their “bite” is not 
as strong as in the private 
sector.

He added that detective 
vigilance too was rendered 

somewhat ineffective in the 
public sector “as detection 
does not lead to punitive 
outcomes”, except in extreme 
cases and over time.

Hence, preventive vigi-
lance takes centre stage and 
becomes a key effective tool 
of governance in a public 
sector institution, the RBI 
Governor said.

“When lapses can arise 
due to background noise 
outside of the employee 
control, punitive vigilance 
becomes even less attractive 
due to further demotivation 
that it might induce; in turn, 
so does detective vigilance.

Opposition MLA jolts assembly...
Opposition MLA Chotisuh Sazo also raised 
a supplementary question why only six 
seats were reserved for the ‘backward’ tribes 
out of 42 when they were supposed to get 
15 minimum. 

Joining in the chorus, Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) MLA Yitachu asserted that 
roads were the only lifeline of connectiv-
ity for people to travel and use. It is the SA 
who supervise work maintenance than by 
engineers. He took a personal swing at the 

young PWD minister that despite being 
someone who had served as a president of 
the Naga Students’ Federation, he was fail-
ing to do justice to the people. 

As far as LDA are concerned, he said, 
there was a standing order that recruit-
ments should be made for ‘inhabitants 
of the same district’ while those for the 
directorate must have to be advertised. He 
demanded that all the posts be reverted to 
the districts.
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What Do Dishonest 
Teachers Teach 

Students? 
I

ndia celebrated Teachers’ Day just a couple of 
weeks ago to acknowledge the contribution of 
teachers to the society, and shaping the future 
of tomorrow’s pillars. Teaching is a noble profes-

sion that requires sacrifice and dedication. Teachers 
inspire, instill the passion to learn new things, ignite 
the imagination of the students, and above all mould 
them into good human beings.  But it seems many 
teachers in government schools in Nagaland are not 
diligent in discharging their duty. At least that’s what 
the lawmakers of the state think. Both the ruling and 
opposition parties have agreed during the ongoing 
state legislative assembly session that the govern-
ment school and college teachers “need to do more.” 
Describing the profession of teaching as honourable, 
the chief minister of the state Neiphiu Rio appealed to 
the House to exert a concerted effort in wiping out all 
the proxy and ghost teachers who are availing salaries 
without doing their duty. 

The issue should be real and grave as it is not very 
common for both the ruling and opposition parties to 
speak in one voice. This display of concord is rare even 
during emergencies and natural calamities, and we 
have seen our lawmakers resorting to political slugfest 
when the people of the state were dying due to floods 
and landslides caused by the monsoon rains. And yes, 
the claim of teachers in government schools not doing 
their duty well is real, in fact a big one that needs to 
be addressed immediately. There are hordes of schools 
and colleges in the state that are run mostly by proxy 
or substitute teachers. This means many employees 
are shamelessly enjoying salary from the government 
without working, or by paying a meager amount to 
somebody with no accreditation. But why don’t these 
people just resign and give others a chance to serve the 
society if they don’t want to work? 

People are spewing venom at the government, and 
crying corruption while some are pledging to end cor-
rupt practices, which is good. But the irony is that most 
people are entangled in this corrupt system. Govern-
ment school teachers, who draw salary without work-
ing or through proxies, are a disgrace to the profession, 
which is supposed to be noble. Not doing their duty is 
not only an injustice to the students and the society 
but also to qualified people who really want to impart 
knowledge to the new generation. If those who are sup-
posed to infuse the virtues of life to the young minds 
are dishonest, insincere and corrupt, we are doomed.

A. Anato Swu

Jatan Mehta| thewire.in

Summary of the number of confirmed exoplanets in each category. Credit: Planetary Habitability Laboratory

Finding planets using the radial velocity method. The displacement of the star’s spectrum 
indicates the movement of the planet and the star around their common centre of gravity. 
Credit: ESO

Credit: uncertainquark/Flickr, CC BY-SA 2.0

God won’t shout if we only need a 
whisper.

In 1986, five-year-old Levan Merritt fell twenty feet 
into the gorilla enclosure of England’s Jersey zoo. As 
parents and onlookers cried out for help, a full-grown 
male silverback, named Jambo, placed himself be-

tween the motionless boy and several other gorillas. Then 
he began to gently stroke the child’s back. When Levan 
began to cry, Jambo led the other gorillas into their own 
enclosure as zoo-keepers and an ambulance driver came 
to the rescue. More than thirty years later Levan still talks 
about Jambo the gentle giant—his guardian angel who 
had acted in a shockingly unexpected way, changing his 
perception of gorillas forever.

Elijah may have expected God to act in certain ways, 
but the God of gods used a rock-shattering wind, a pow-
erful earthquake, and raging fire to show His prophet 
how not to think of Him. Then He used a gentle whisper 
to show His heart and to express His presence (1 Kings 
19:11–12).

Elijah had seen God’s power before (18:38–39). But 
he didn’t fully understand the One who wants to be known 
as more than the greatest and most fearsome of gods 
(19:10, 14).

Eventually, that quiet whisper found fullness of mean-
ing in the powerful gentleness of Jesus, who said, “Any-
one who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). 
Then He quietly allowed Himself to be nailed to a tree—an 
unexpected, compassionate act by the great God who 
loves us.   

Father in heaven, please help us to find courage in 
Your whisper—and in the ways of Your Son. Have 
mercy on us for not seeing beyond Your power to a 

love we’ve barely begun to know.

Where Does India’s First 
Exoplanet Discovery Fit in?

It is important to remember that K2-236b was discovered 
through a global, collaborative effort and can’t be 

celebrated as a completely indigenous one.

Honourable Parents 
of Capt. Kenguruse

Bartered Religion

D
iscovering exoplanets 
has become an everyday 
occurrence these days. 
According to the NASA 

Exoplanets website, over 3,500 exo-
planets have been found till date.

Where does India’s first exo-
planet discovery fit into this giant 
spectrum? And what role can India 
play in this up and coming hybrid 
branch of astrophysics and plan-
etary science?

Up to 80% of the known exo-
planets have been discovered using 
the transit method, which meas-
ures the drop in a star’s brightness 
when a planet passes in front of it 
(from our point of view). This al-
lows us to estimate the planet’s size, 
based on how much of the light it 
blocks, and other parameters like 
orbital period. Both NASA’s Kepler 
space telescope and its recently 
launched successor, the Transiting 
Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS), 
look for planetary transits when 
they’re observing the stars.

The second most popular 
method to discover exoplanets is 
called the radial velocity method, 
where the gravitational pull of a 
planet on its host star is measured 
by observing the star’s resulting 
wobble. A spectrograph capable of 
measuring this fine motion can not 
only give away the presence of a 
planet but also determine its mass.

This is the method using which 
the PRL Advance Radial-velocity 
Abu-sky Search Spectrograph 
(PARAS) instrument enabled the 
first discovery of an exoplanet – 
K2-236b – by Indian scientists. This 
planet orbits a Sun-like star about 
600 light years away from Earth. 
PARAS is installed at the Mt Abu 
Observatory in Sirohi, Rajasthan.

When scientists suspect that 
there might be a planet around a 
star based on transit data, multiple 
telescopes around the world per-
form radial velocity measurements 
of the star. A radial velocity meas-
urement provides an independent 
mass estimate of the planetary can-
didate and so helps nail down vari-
ous related properties. This is how 
the discovery of K2-236b unfolded 
as well.

The K2 phase of the Kepler satel-
lite mission had identified K2-236b 
as a possible planet as it transited 
across its star K2-236 in May 2017. 
But an independent measurement 
was required to ascertain whether 
it was really a planet or, perhaps, a 
close companion star.

Scientists used the PARAS spec-
trograph to perform high angular 
resolution observations of the star 
over a period of 18 months, pre-
cisely measuring the star’s wob-

ble caused by the orbiting object’s 
small but persistent gravitational 
pull. The data confirmed that the 
object was indeed a planet and was 
duly named K2-236b.
About the naming convention
In a star-planet system, if the star is 
called X, then the planet in the or-
bit closest to the star is called Xb, 
the planet in the next closest orbit is 
called Xc, and so on. There is no plan-
et called ‘Xa’ because this denomina-
tion is thought to represent the star 

itself, i.e. X is a synonym for Xa.
The scientists, from the Inter-

University Centre for Astronomy 
and Astrophysics, Pune, used K2 
data to estimate that the planet’s 
radius was about six-times that 
of Earth and used PARAS data to 
conclude that it weighed about 
27-times as much as Earth. These 
values together suggest that K2-
236b belongs in the sub-Saturn/
super-Neptune category of planets, 
with a Saturn-like density.

The planet goes around its star 
once every 19.5 days; to compare, 
Mercury orbits the Sun 2.5-times 
farther away and Earth is seven-
times out. Thus, K2-236b’s surface 
is hotter – around 600º C – than 
Mercury’s. The density and surface 
temperature together mean there’s 
little hope for life as we know it to 
exist on the planet’s surface.

Now, have a look at the graph 
below, showing the number of exo-
planets discovered as of mid-2018, 
ordered by type.

Evidently, some types of plan-
ets are more common than others. 
Apart from the super-Earths/mini-
Neptunes, the Neptune-sized and 
Jupiter-/Saturn-sized planets are 
prevalent. However, there is also a 
slim yet distinct group of planets 
lying between the Neptunian and 
Jovian/Saturnian worlds. These 
are the super-Neptunes or the sub-
Saturn/sub-Jovians: their physical 
properties lie between Neptune-
like and Saturn-like planets. Only 
23 such planets are known till date 
– and K2-236b is one of them. As 
such, they demand greater scrutiny 
for their implications.

These planets weigh 10-70 Earth 

masses and measure 4-8 Earth radii 
in size. They are particularly inter-
esting because, while their sizes 
vary within a small range, their 
masses, and thus densities, vary 
in large amounts. K2-236b itself 
seems to sit somewhat in the mid-
dle of this spectrum.

Preliminary calculations based 
on K2-236b’s mass and radius indi-
cate that it is 60-70% hot ice, silicates 
and iron. The planet thus straddles 
the sub-Saturn and super-Neptune 
groups since it has the density of a 
Saturn-like planet and the atmos-
pheric composition resembling a 
Neptunian one. The team using 
data from the PARAS spectrograph, 
lead by Abhijit Chakraborty, has 
called for more precise measure-
ments of the planet to determine its 
exact composition.

As with the other planets in this 
elite club, K2-236b is yet another 
data point in the effort to under-
stand why these planets are rare. 
While it represents a useful and sig-
nificant discovery, it is not a game-
changer either. A lot more needs to 
be understood, like their orbital dy-
namics, atmospheric characteris-
tics, interior composition, etc. Only 
then can we effectively model how 
they form and evolve.

PARAS is an important part of 
this quest, and it will undertake 
long and continuous observations 
of hundreds of nearby dwarf stars 
and Sun-like stars. Such long-term 
observations will allow scientists to 
better characterise the known exo-
planets as well as confirm the iden-
tities of planetary candidates, as in 
the case of K2-236b.

It is also good to see India fi-
nally beginning to contribute to the 
experimental study of exoplanets. 
However, it is important to remem-
ber that K2-236b was discovered 
through a global, collaborative ef-
fort and can’t be celebrated as a 
completely indigenous one. The 
importance of discovering an exo-
planet lies more in its intrinsic and 
necessarily global value rather than 
with a purely national one.

Much like many other exo-
planet discoveries, the existence of 
K2-236 also reaffirms the revelation 
that our Solar System doesn’t seem 
to be the model that nature fol-
lows at large. It would be prudent 
to take this discovery as a reminder 
not of our so-called national pride 
but that of our (thus far) unique yet 
humbling place in the universe.

We are living in an age of exo-
planet discoveries in the thou-
sands. Planetary formation models 
are being torn apart, rethought, re-
worked, reformulated and pieced 
back together in different ways. 
We don’t understand how plan-
etary formation really works and 
how you get such different kinds of 
planets from from a smaller set of 
building blocks. It’s about time we 
find out more.

Jatan Mehta is a science writer 
with a background in physics and 

research experience in astrophysics. 

L
osing a beloved child is perhaps the most dif-
ficult situation for any parent to accept and to 
come to terms with. It is similar to losing a part 
of oneself. The story dates back to the fateful 

night of 28 Jun 1999, when Niebu a local lad from Nir-
hema village, Kohima well reckoned today as Capt N 
Kenguruse, MVC, made the supreme sacrifice in the 
call of duty during the Kargil war. Mr Neiselie and Mrs 
Dinuo Kenguruse for certain can never forget  the 
movement when the sad news of loss of their brave 
son reached them.

Parents to a family of 13 siblings, Mr & Mrs Kengu-
ruse were still in their hours of glory when Nikizakuo 
Kenguruse, a young and energetic youth of 25 years 
age was commissioned into the Indian Army  after 
completing the arduous  training at the Indian Mili-
tary Academy, Dehradun on 12 Dec 1998. Neibu, the 
eldest of the siblings was to be of great help to uplift 
the family from its state of poverty. That unfortunate-
ly was not to be,  when,  six months later he attained 
martyrdom. 

No worldly possession can compensate the loss 
of a loved one but the least that the Army could pro-
vide to the bereaved parent of the brave officer was 
an approximate amount of Rs 57 lac towards ex-gratia 
and gratuity benefits, apart from provision of a petrol 
pump and pension. At present, an ex-gratia and gra-
tuity remuneration offered to the family of a battle 
casualty in the case of an officer is approximately Rs 
1.30 Crore, excluding monthly pension. I have drawn a 
comparison with  the intent to  help relate to the  large 
heartedness of  Mr Neiselie and Mrs Dinuo Kengu-
ruse, which  is worth a mention. 

They could have chosen to keep the amount to 
themselves to ensure themselves a more comfortable 
home or for raising the 12 children, all of whom were 
young and unemployed at that point in time! Instead 
they humbly chose to donate a very large amount for 
charitable causes, to the church and various social 
organizations for facilitating upliftment of the down-
trodden and underprivileged. Their charitable deed 
speaks volumes of their selfless spirit and their will to 
uplift the society. 

Time, they say is the best healer yet the family 
misses Neibu every single day. Mr and Mrs Kenguruse, 
continue to encourage their children and grand-chil-
dren to become honourable citizens of the country 
and take a leaf out of Neibu’s book. Today, as much as I 
salute Capt Kenguruse, MVC a brave son of Nagaland, 
I bow my head in homage to the parents.

Regards
Maj L Vincent Patton

PRO, HQ IGAR (N) 

Poor and crooked may be his ways,
But he ain’t so on blessed Sundays-

The day he runs a straight race
Through God’s bountiful grace.

He attends the Church;
Even does soul-search.

When the Church rise to sing,
He stands up too and lip-sync.

When the Church pray in reverence,
He prays too mostly for deliverance.
For far too long, he has gone astray,
And he cannot pray like others pray.

He believes,he dare not fool the Lord
With prayers laced in beautiful words

From his defiled mouth and unclean heart.
He feels t’e need to first remove all t’e dirt.

When the Service ends & the folks disperse;
He watches how the self-righteous converse,

As ‘they’ catch up on each other wit’ big smiles,
Like they have raced past all the spiritual miles!

He knows most of the hypocrite-members
But sadly, of him, no one care remembers!
His poverty seems to have blinded others

Who, for status would ignore own brothers.

 He doesn’t leave for his home immediately,
Instead, stays back to read his Bible silently...

Then, certain of being free and all alone, 
He kneels down to battle with his demon.

The battle is so hard-fought in his mind;
The enemy uses weapons of every kind-
To distract, discourage & crush his spirit.
But he lives on in presence o’ Holy Spirit.

When it’s all over, he gives thanks to the Almighty.
And silently walks back to his home, and his family,
Being lifted of his heavy heart and a troubled mind.
He’d continue to exercise his faith of a unique kind.

Even before he reaches home- located just a cou-
ple of minute-walk from the church, an exhausted 
angel asks the Archangel, “Why do we need to protect 
someone who bears no influence over others? Why do 
we need to fight for someone whose ways are found to 
be ‘crooked’?” “Why do ...””Stop there, oh! ye new re-
cruit, and listen..” interrupts a wise and an older angel. 
“Being ‘crooked’ in the case of this man you’ve found 
reasons to cast your ire and dislike, bears an altogether 
a different meaning, unlike, for those people whose 
ways are distinctly & justifiably crooked. The man only 
robs (in the form of taxation) those wealthy and filthy 
rich who robbed him of his deserved job! They took 
bribe and gave his job to some other person with a 
borrowed degree, an a hefty sum of money!” 

As the wise old angel spoke, the Archangel smiled, 
and even beckoned other angels to incline their ears  
to the explanation given thus in continuation : “ But 
the ways in our realm and even in the earthly realm 
are not the “ways” of our Master who is our Creator” 
...”Take it from me, there are so many hypocrites in 
that Church, and among the few remaining faithful, 
this man you talk about here today, happens to ac-
knowledge his sins and also understand his God bet-
ter!” “He is one soul who always accepts his wrongs, 
and is ready to confess and repent. He’s trying his best 
and, dear angels, we are all called to help someone 
who helps himself!” 

Saying so the elderly angel took leave, leaving be-
hind a host of angels to ponder on his words!

DAILY
PATH

Unexpected Ways

BIBLE READ:  1 KINGS 19:1–12  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  
~   John 14:9



T
he first step in conducting 
online propaganda efforts 
and misinformation cam-
paigns is almost always a 

fake social media profile. Phony 
profiles for nonexistent people 
worm their way into the social net-
works of real people, where they 
can spread their falsehoods. But 
neither social media companies 
nor technological innovations of-
fer reliable ways to identify and 
remove social media profiles that 
don’t represent actual authentic 
people.

It might sound positive that 
over six months in late 2017 and 
early 2018, Facebook detected and 
suspended some 1.3 billion fake 
accounts. But an estimated 3 to 4 
percent of accounts that remain, 
or approximately 66 million to 88 
million profiles, are also fake but 
haven’t yet been detected. Like-
wise, estimates are that 9 to 15 
percent of Twitter’s 336 million ac-
counts are fake.

Fake profiles aren’t just on Fa-
cebook and Twitter, and they’re not 
only targeting people in the U.S. 
In December 2017, German intel-
ligence officials warned that Chi-
nese agents using fake LinkedIn 
profiles were targeting more than 
10,000 German government em-
ployees. And in mid-August, the Is-
raeli military reported that Hamas 
was using fake profiles on Face-
book, Instagram and WhatsApp to 
entrap Israeli soldiers into down-
loading malicious software.

Although social media compa-
nies have begun hiring more peo-
ple and using artificial intelligence 
to detect fake profiles, that won’t 
be enough to review every profile 
in time to stop their misuse. As my 
research explores, the problem isn’t 
actually that people – and algo-
rithms – create fake profiles online. 
What’s really wrong is that other 
people fall for them.

My research into why so many 
users have trouble spotting fake 
profiles has identified some ways 
people could get better at identi-
fying phony accounts – and high-
lights some places technology 
companies could help.

People fall for fake profiles
To understand social media users’ 
thought processes, I created fake 
profiles on Facebook and sent out 
friend requests to 141 students in 
a large university. Each of the fake 
profiles varied in some way – such 
as having many or few fake friends, 
or whether there was a profile 
photo. The idea was to figure out 
whether one or another type of 
profile was most successful in get-
ting accepted as a connection by 
real users – and then surveying 
the hoodwinked people to find out 
how it happened.

I found that only 30 percent of 
the targeted people rejected the 
request from a fake person. When 
surveyed two weeks later, 52 per-
cent of users were still considering 
approving the request. Nearly one 
in five – 18 percent – had accepted 
the request right away. Of those 
who accepted it, 15 percent had re-
sponded to inquiries from the fake 
profile with personal information 
such as their home address, their 
student identification number, and 
their availability for a part-time in-
ternship. Another 40 percent of 
them were considering revealing 
private data.

But why?
When I interviewed the real peo-
ple my fake profiles had targeted, 
the most important thing I found 
was that users fundamentally be-
lieve there is a person behind each 
profile. People told me they had 
thought the profile belonged to 
someone they knew, or possibly 
someone a friend knew. Not one 

person ever suspected the profile 
was a complete fabrication, ex-
pressly created to deceive them. 
Mistakenly thinking each friend re-
quest has come from a real person 
may cause people to accept friend 
requests simply to be polite and 
not hurt someone else’s feelings – 
even if they’re not sure they know 
the person.

In addition, almost all social 
media users decide whether to ac-
cept a connection based on a few 
key elements in the requester’s 
profile – chiefly how many friends 
the person has and how many mu-
tual connections there are. I found 
that people who already have 
many connections are even less 
discerning, approving almost every 
request that comes in. So even a 
brand-new profile nets some vic-
tims. And with every new connec-
tion, the fake profile appears more 
realistic, and has more mutual 
friends with others. This cascade 
of victims is how fake profiles ac-

quire legitimacy and become wide-
spread.

The spread can be fast because 
most social media sites are de-
signed to keep users coming back, 
habitually checking notifications 
and responding immediately to 
connection requests. That tenden-
cy is even more pronounced on 
smartphones – which may explain 
why users accessing social media 
on smartphones are significantly 
more likely to accept fake profile 
requests than desktop or laptop 
computer users.

Illusions of safety
And users may think they’re safer 
than they actually are, wrongly as-
suming that a platform’s privacy 
settings will protect them from 
fake profiles. For instance, many 
users told me they believe that Fa-
cebook’s controls for granting dif-
fering access to friends versus oth-
ers also protect them from fakers. 
Likewise, many LinkedIn users also 

told me they believe that because 
they post only professional infor-
mation, the potential consequenc-
es for accepting rogue connections 
on it are limited.

But that’s a flawed assumption: 
Hackers can use any information 
gleaned from any platform. For in-
stance, simply knowing on Linked-
In that someone is working at some 
business helps them craft emails to 
the person or others at the compa-
ny. Furthermore, users who care-
lessly accept requests assuming 
their privacy controls protect them 
imperil other connections who 
haven’t set their controls as high.

Seeking solutions
Using social media safely means 
learning how to spot fake profiles 
and use privacy settings properly. 
There are numerous online sourc-
es for advice – including platforms’ 
own help pages. But too often it’s 
left to users to inform themselves, 
usually after they’ve already be-

come victims of a social media 
scam – which always begins with 
accepting a fake request.

Adults should learn – and teach 
children – how to examine connec-
tion requests carefully in order to 
protect their devices, profiles and 
posts from prying eyes, and them-
selves from being maliciously ma-
nipulated. That includes review-
ing connection requests during 
distraction-free periods of the day 
and using a computer rather than a 
smartphone to check out potential 
connections. It also involves iden-
tifying which of their actual friends 
tend to accept almost every friend 
request from anyone, making them 
weak links in the social network.

These are places social me-
dia platform companies can help. 
They’re already creating mecha-
nisms to track app usage and to 
pause notifications, helping people 
avoid being inundated or needing 
to constantly react. That’s a good 
start – but they could do more.

For instance, social media sites 
could show users indicators of how 
many of their connections are in-
active for long periods, helping 
people purge their friend networks 
from time to time. They could also 
show which connections have sud-
denly acquired large numbers of 
friends, and which ones accept un-
usually high percentages of friend 
requests.

Social media companies need 
to do more to help users identify 
and report potentially fake profiles, 
augmenting their own staff and au-
tomated efforts. Social media sites 
also need to communicate with 
each other. Many fake profiles are 
reused across different social net-
works. But if Facebook blocks a 
faker, Twitter may not. When one 
site blocks a profile, it should send 
key information – such as the pro-
file’s name and email address – to 
other platforms so they can inves-
tigate and potentially block the 
fraud there too.

T
he announcement by the fi-
nance minister that Bank of Bar-
oda (BoB), Vijaya Bank and Dena 
Bank will be merged to form the 

third biggest bank in the country once 
again exposes the government’s tempta-
tion to take major decisions without ad-
equate study of its implications on the 
financial system and making it vulnerable 
to greater risks.

The government has said that the 
three-way merger of a weak Dena Bank 
and strong BoB and Vijaya Bank will be 
the right step in the ongoing process of 
reforms. It is also claimed that the merged 
entity will be strong and competitive and 
will reap the economies of scale. Is the 
government chasing a mirage?

Ever since the Narasimhan Commit-
tee I (1991), the issue of consolidation 
of public sector banks (PSBs) has been a 
subject of intense debate. The very crux 
of the argument for consolidation of 
banks is the claimed advantages of size 
like economies of operation and ability to 
face competition. The past experience in 
India does not, however, strengthen this 
perception of gain.

In the post-nationalisation era, the 
first merger of PSBs was that of New 
Bank of India (NBI) with Punjab National 
Bank (PNB) in September 1993. That was 
prompted by the government’s desire to 
bail out a tottering NBI which had an ac-
cumulated loss of Rs 450 crore against its 

capital of Rs 186 crore. An efficient PNB 
took a couple of years to come out of the 
after-effects of a forced merger.

Similarly, the merger of privately 
owned Global Trust Bank, then a new 
star of financial liberalisation, with state 
owned Oriental Bank of Commerce in 
2004, seriously affected the earnings of 
OBC.

In the first round of its restructuring, 
two associates of State Bank of India – 
State Bank of Saurashtra and State Bank 
of Indore – were merged with SBI in 2008 
and 2009 respectively.

In the latest round completed in 
March 2017, the remaining five  associate 
banks were merged with the mega SBI. 
Did these mergers bring a sea change in 
SBI’s fortunes? There are no satisfactory 
answers.

On the contrary, reports have regularly 
appeared about the problems of custom-
ers of erstwhile associate banks (e-ABs) 
who had to pay higher service charges 
and who felt alienated in a new work cul-
ture. The staff of e-ABs also had issues re-
garding the SBI’s proposal to recover cer-
tain compensation paid to them for the 
overtime work they had to do during the 
demonetisation era. The SBI itself has not 
been in the pink of health after the two 
mergers.

The government’s claim of higher ef-
ficiency due to economies of scale is pre-
sumptive in the wake of experience both 
in India and abroad. The global financial 
crisis of 2007-08 had undisputedly es-
tablished that when institutions are too 

big, regulatory intervention would get di-
luted resulting in the imperative of state 
monitored bailouts at the tax-payers’ 
cost. Learning from that experience, the 
US Federal Reserve revisited its role and 
emerged as a “regulatory institution with 
more authority and power. This had made 
the banks do better there”.

In contrast, the Reserve Bank Gover-
nor is on record that he has no power to 
regulate the ailing PSBs. In dealing with 
the largest private lender, ICICI Bank 
which is currently under public scrutiny 
for all the wrong reasons, the RBI’s role 
was not edifying.  If RBI cannot regulate 
smaller PSBs can it monitor megabanks?

The government’s decision is appar-
ently without informed consultation with 
the stakeholders like the top manage-
ments of the banks themselves and their 
employees. Boards are now asked to ap-
prove a government-sponsored scheme.  

Vinod Rai, before demitting his office 
as chairman of the Bank Boards Bureau 
in March 2018, had made a pertinent 
suggestion in his compendium of rec-
ommendations (CoR) sent to the finance 
ministry. He had underlined the need to 
engage with various stakeholders and of-
fered BBB’s advice to the government to 
ensure that PSB consolidation is least dis-
ruptive, so as to minimise the reliance on 
the tax payers and to maximise the out-
comes for all.

The current decision, as the FM de-
clared, was taken by a panel of three min-
isters, Piyush Goel, Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Jaitley himself. They could hardly be 

considered either stakeholders or experts.
Apart from the issues related to ab-

sence of informed deliberation for such a 
far reaching decision what are the other 
issues which invite questions of its effi-
cacy? They do not need an expert to un-
derstand. Bank of Baroda and Dena Bank 
originated in the western state of Gujarat. 
For historical reasons, their branches in 
that state are quite large and overlapping. 
There will have to be merger of contigu-
ous branches not only in that state but in 
other parts of western India which can 
affect the customers of the branches that 
lose their identity. There will obviously be 
staff surplus requiring relocation or en-
forced retirement.

The merger of Vijaya Bank with BoB 
will pose a different set of problems relat-
ed to cultural shock. Vijaya Bank, started 
in 1938 in Mangaluru, Karnataka, had a 
work culture intertwined with the local 
milieu. Although after its nationalisation 
in 1980 it grew into a national bank, its 
roots continued to grow with same bond-
ing. When an enforced merger takes place 
both the staff and its large clientele will 
face problems of a lost identity.

There are more pressing issues which 
have now gone to the back burner. The 
worrisome issue of the NPAs appears to 
have been allowed to abate on its own. 
There are also the unfinished five agenda 
of reforms unveiled under the package In-
dradhanush in August 2015.

On Bank Boards Bureau, Vinod Rai’s 
CoR stands as a testimony for govern-
ment’s unwillingness to act in time. De-

stressing of assets is caught up in the web 
of blame game on under whose regime 
assets got stressed and who hobnobbed 
with tycoons. Bank managements are 
yet to be empowered as evident from the 
after-effects of the Prompt Corrective Ac-
tion regime where even loans to the small 
borrowers and MSME are facing the axe. 
Accountability at the top level has got 
stuck in the quagmire of legal wrangles. 
A system is yet to be framed. And least 
forward movement has taken place in the 
matter of governance reforms, a key re-
form in the Indradhanush package.

In sum, what is the time frame by 
which the ailing PSBs will regain their 
health, how does the government plan to 
achieve this and finally, what are the insti-
tutional safeguards to insulate them from 
recurring vulnerabilities like the ones suf-
fered in the recent years?

In 2011, former RBI governor Y.V. Red-
dy had said: “There is a global consen-
sus that banks that are too big to fail are 
sources of serious risk to financial stabil-
ity.”

In planning to build another mega 
bank through mergers of heterogeneous 
entities without seriously attempting to 
reform governance issues the government 
is embarking on a risky venture which can 
make the PSBs more vulnerable than they 
already are.

T.R. Bhat was joint general secretary of All 
India Bank Officers’ Confederation from 

1995 to 2009. His book, Reforming the 
Indian Public Sector Banks-the Lessons and 

the Challenges, was released in April 2018.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Love and ro-
mance aren’t just part of your life today, Ar-
ies, they’re your whole life. If you’re single, 
an exciting potential partner could have you 

reeling. If you’re currently involved, recent events may 
have created such a powerful bond between you and 
your beloved that you think it will never end. Consider 
what led to this feeling and find a way to repeat it. This 
can only benefit you.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Does your 
house look like a cyclone hit it? Your tidy na-
ture should drive you to clean it up. In the 
course of wading through the mess, don’t 

be surprised if you discover some objects you thought 
you’d lost forever. Once you finish, you’ll probably find 
that the place looks beautiful, better than it did before 
it was messed up. Something good can indeed come 
out of chaos.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): An exciting phone 
call or email could come from a friend who 
has some great news for you, Gemini. Love, 
romance, and success in the arts are all high-

lighted now, and this communication could bring it to 
your attention. Conversations could bring inspiration 
your way, and your mind is apt to be going a thousand 
miles an hour for most of the day. Make the most of it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A group could 
meet in your home today, Cancer, perhaps 
friends who are involved in the arts or medi-
tation or spiritual studies. This group is 

likely to be close, probably through mutual interests, 
so the evening should be both intellectually stimulat-
ing and emotionally gratifying. What takes place today 
could also bring healing of some kind, either for you or 
for someone else.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Communication in-
volving romance could come unexpectedly 
today, Leo. You may get a loving message 
from a romantic partner, or you could hear 

of a wedding to take place in your circle of friends. You 
could also read a love poem or romance novel, or write 
something along the same lines yourself! Someone 
might also express affection to you. Don’t be surprised. 
You deserve it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A chance to increase 
your income by participating in an artistic proj-
ect of some kind could come your way today, 
Virgo. You might take part in the creative work 

or you could promote it in a business capacity. Which-
ever it is, you’re likely to form some firm friendships in 
the process. If you’re single, one of your colleagues might 
turn out to be a potential love partner. Enjoy!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Have you been 
feeling stagnant lately, Libra, as if your life is 
going nowhere? What happens today could 
change that. An unusual group event could 

put you in touch with people who open new intel-
lectual, career, or spiritual doors for you. Stimulating 
conversations could turn your head toward opportu-
nities that you were never aware of before. Onward 
and upward!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Inspiration 
could hit today, Scorpio. It’s a beautiful feel-
ing, but you might not be sure how to chan-
nel it. It could represent a spiritual break-

through, artistic inspiration, increased understanding 
of others, or all of the above. What’s almost certain is 
that you’ll want to spend time alone to take it all in and 
figure out how to use it. Don’t dismiss any possibility, 
however outrageous it may seem.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You might 
have the chance to meet new people in inter-
esting fields, perhaps from foreign lands, Sag-
ittarius. Your conversational abilities are at an 

all-time high, so you’ll not only enjoy everyone’s compa-
ny but they’ll enjoy yours, too. Intriguing ideas and use-
ful information could have your mind buzzing all night. 
Try to take a walk in the evening to clear your head.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Informa-
tion gleaned from surprising sources could 
lead to sudden, fortunate career breaks, 
Capricorn. You might explore totally new 

fields, although this could be temporary. Your efforts 
should attract the attention of those who matter and 
eventually lead to advancement or a raise. Don’t be 
afraid to continue to explore these sources. Keep up 
the good work!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A passion-
ate encounter with a love partner might ce-
ment the bond between you so thoroughly 
that you start talking about commitment or 

even a wedding. A romantic haze may permeate your 
interactions. Still, exercise some restraint in express-
ing your feelings. Hitting your friend with too much 
at once could have the opposite effect from the one 
you’re hoping for. Be patient!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Have you been 
feeling less than your normal self, Pisces? 
If so, today you may suddenly regain your 
strength and be raring to go. You might even 

be tempted to start a rigorous exercise program. Go 
ahead and start, but pace yourself and try not to make 
up for lost time all at once. You need to ease into these 
things. Maybe start with walking and yoga.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Why Do So Many People Fall for Fake Profiles Online?

Will a New Round of Forced Public Sector Bank Mergers Work?
While the circumstances are different, India has had an unfavourable history in this regard.

Arun Vishwanath  | The Conversation
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Indian economy to reach USD 
5 trillion size by 2022 — PM

About 271 million people in India moved out of poverty between 2005-16 — Report

PM takes Metro ride 
to Dwarka event

Bishop Mulakkal relieved of pastoral duties, protesting nuns laud decision

Muzaffarpur case:  SC says facts “very disturbing”, 
asks for probe against former minister

India leads world charts for multi-drug 
resistant tuberculosis — WHO

Jet Airways flight returns to Mumbai 
with 30 bleeding passengers

Govt. to fill over 
1,100 vacant posts 
in different depts.

By tradition, nationalism, we are all Hindus — Bhagwat

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during the foundation stone 
laying ceremony of India International Convention and Expo Centre 
(IICC) at Dwarka, in New Delh.

PTI

An Air India trial flight being accorded water salute after its successful landing at Kannur International 
Airport, Thursday.

PTI

Human rights activist P Geetha, who is on a hunger strike in support of the nuns’ protest demanding the 
arrest of a rape-accused bishop, interacts with a nun, during their agitation in Kochi, Thursday

PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said Thursday the 
size of Indian economy will 
double to USD 5 trillion by 
2022 with manufacturing 
and agriculture contribut-
ing USD 1 trillion each.

Speaking at the foun-
dation laying ceremony of 
India International Con-
vention and Expo Centre 
here, he cited this week’s 
announcement of merger 
of Dena Bank, Vijaya Bank 
and Bank of Baroda to cre-
ate the country’s third larg-
est lender to say that the 
government will not shy 
away from taking tough 
decisions in the national 
interest.

Indian economy, he 
said, will grow at over 8 
per cent rate with massive 
employment generation 
being seen in IT and retail 
sectors. Macroeconomic 

United Nations, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Over 270 million people in In-
dia moved out of poverty in 
the decade since 2005-06 and 
the poverty rate in the country 
nearly halved over the 10-year 
period, a promising sign that 
poverty is being tackled global-
ly, according to latest estimates 
released Thursday. 

The 2018 global Multidi-
mensional Poverty Index (MPI) 
released here by the United Na-
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Oxford Pov-
erty and Human Development 
Initiative (OPHI) said that about 
1.3 billion people live in multi-
dimensional poverty globally. 

This is almost a quarter of 
the population of the 104 coun-
tries for which the 2018 MPI is 
calculated. Of these 1.3 billion, 
almost half - 46 per cent - are 
thought to be living in severe 
poverty and are deprived in 

at least half of the dimensions 
covered in the MPI, it said. 

While there is much that 
needs to be done to tackle pov-
erty globally, there are “promis-
ing signs that such poverty can 
be - and is being - tackled.” 

The Index noted that in In-
dia, 271 million people moved 
out of poverty between 2005/06 
and 2015/16. The poverty rate in 
the country has nearly halved, 
falling from 55 per cent to 28 per 
cent over the ten-year period. 

India is the first country for 
which progress over time has 
been estimated.

“Although the level of pov-
erty particularly in children is 
staggering so is the progress 
that can be made in tackling it. 
In India alone some 271 million 
have escaped multidimen-
sional poverty in just ten years,” 
UNDP Administrator Achim 
Steiner said.

“The Multidimensional 
Poverty Index gives insights 
that are vital for understanding 
the many ways in which peo-
ple experience poverty, and it 
provides a new perspective on 
the scale and nature of global 
poverty while reminding us that 
eliminating it in all its forms is 
far from impossible,” he said. 

Although similar compari-
sons over time have not yet 
been calculated for other coun-
tries, the latest information 
from UNDP’s Human Develop-
ment Index shows significant 
development progress in all 
regions, including many Sub-
Saharan African countries. 

Between 2006 and 2017, the 
life expectancy increased over 
seven years in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and by almost four years 
in South Asia, and enrollment 
rates in primary education are 
up to 100 per cent. 

This bodes well for improve-
ments in multidimensional 
poverty. The estimates further 
showed that half of all people liv-
ing in poverty are younger than 
18 years old. The new figures 
show that in 104 primarily low 
and middle-income countries, 
662 million children are consid-
ered multidimensionally poor. 

In 35 countries half of all 
children are poor. The MPI 
looks beyond income to under-
stand how people experience 
poverty in multiple and simul-
taneous ways.  It identifies how 
people are being left behind 
across three key dimensions: 
health, education and living 
standards, lacking such things 
as clean water, sanitation, ad-
equate nutrition or primary 
education.  Those who are de-
prived in at least of a third of the 
MPI’s components are defined 
as multidimensionally poor. 

The 2018 figures, which 
are now closely aligned with 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals, cover almost three-quar-
ters of the world’s population.

Multidimensional poverty is 
found in all developing regions 
of the world, but it is particular-
ly acute and significant in Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia. 

In Sub-Saharan Africa, 
about 560 million people (58 
percent of the population) are 
living in multidimensional pov-
erty, 342 million (61 per cent of 
those living in multidimension-
al poverty) of them severely so. 

While in South Asia 546 mil-
lion people (31 per cent of the 
population) are multidimen-
sionally poor, 200 million of 
them (37 per cent) severely so. 

Figures for the other regions 
are less severe and range from 
19 per cent of people in the Arab 
States living in multidimen-

sional poverty, to two per cent 
of those living in countries cov-
ered by the dataset in Europe 
and Central Asia. 

Within countries there 
is also considerable dispari-
ties. The 2018 MPI is available 
for 1,101 subnational regions 
showing within-country vari-
ations in multidimensional 
poverty levels for 87 countries. 

The latest data also reveals 
the vast majority 1.1 billion of 
the multidimensional poor live 
in rural areas around the world, 
where poverty rates, at 36 per 
cent, are four times higher than 
among those living in urban 
areas. 

“The Multidimensional 
Poverty Index is a powerful 
tool for examining global pov-
erty and communicating useful 
facts. Not only does it allow us 
to understand how different 
countries are faring in their fight 

against poverty, but it helps us 
to better understand who the 
poor are, where they are and 
the many different ways in 
which they experience poverty, 
Traditional poverty measures 
often calculated by numbers of 
people who earn less than USD 
1.90 a day shed light on how 
little people earn but not on 
whether or how they experience 
poverty in their day-to-day lives. 
The MPI provides a comple-
mentary picture of poverty and 
how it impacts people across 
the world. 

While the MPI’s core data 
look at those who are poor, and 
the subset who are severely 
poor, the numbers also look 
at those very close to becom-
ing poor. These people, while 
not quite multidimensionally 
poor, are living precariously and 
struggling to remain above the 
poverty line.

fundamental of the econo-
my are strong, he said.

The government’s push 
for Make-in-India has led 
to 80 per cent of mobile 
phones currently in use 
being manufactured with-
in the country, helping 
save Rs 3 lakh crore in for-

eign exchange.
The government, he 

said, has courage to take 
bold decisions. 

Besides banks’ merg-
er, he cited the rollout the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), which amalgamated 
17 central and state taxes, 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi took a ride in the 
Airport Express Metro from 
Dhaula Kuan to Dwarka on 
way to lay the foundation 
stone of India International 
Convention and Expo Cen-
tre on Thursday. 

Official sources said the 
ride was completed in 18 
minutes. 

The prime minister is to 
shortly lay the foundation 
stone of India International 
Convention and Expo Cen-
tre at Sector 25, Dwarka. 
Modi has been using the 
Metro service to reach dis-
tant venues to avoid traffic 
jams which occur during 
VVIP movement. 

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Over 1,100 posts in vari-
ous central government 
departments are to be filled 
by the Staff Selection Com-
mission (SSC), according to 
an official statement issued 
on Thursday. 

The SSC has advertised 
130 categories of various 
Group B (Non Gazetted)/
Group C posts having 1,136 
vacancies in different de-
partments/organisations. 

Detailed advertisement 
of vacancies, eligibility and 
procedure for application 
is available on the SSC 
(headquarters) website i.e. 
www.ssc.nic.in and SSC 
(northern region) website 
i.e, www.sscnr.net.in. Only 
online applications for the 
selection posts can be filled 
at website www.ssconline.
nic.in or www.ssc.nic.
in>Notices>Others. Last 
date of online application is 
September 30, it said.

Kochi, Sep. 20 (PTI): Bishop 
Franco Mulakkal, who was 
questioned by Kerala police 
for the second day over 
rape charges by a nun, has 
been temporarily relieved 
of his pastoral responsi-
bilities by Pope Francis, the 
Catholic Bishop Confer-
ence of India (CBCI) said 
Thursday.

The decision was wel-
comed by the group of 
nuns staging a protest here 
for the past 13 days seek-
ing justice for their fellow 
nun. They said it was their 
“first victory” in the strug-
gle against the Bishop.

The Pope appointed 
Bishop Emeritus of the 
Archdiocese of Bombay 
Agnelo Rufino Gracias as 
the Apostolic administrator 
of the diocese of Jalandhar 
with immediate effect, a 
CBCI statement said.

The announcement 
came even as the senior 
Catholic priest is being 
questioned by the Special 
Investigation Team for the 
second day here Thursday.

The Pope took the 
decision in response to 
Mulakkal’s September 
16 letter offering to “step 
aside temporarily” as the 
Bishop of the Jalandhar 
diocese, Kerala Catholic 
Bishops Council Spokes-
man Fr Varghese Vallikkat-
tu told PTI.

He wrote the letter after 
Kerala police summoned 
him to appear before it for 

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court Thurs-
day termed as “very dis-
turbing” the facts emerg-
ing from CBI’s probe into 
the Muzzafarpur shelter 
home sexual abuse case 
and asked the Bihar Police 
to probe the alleged recov-
ery of large quantity of am-
munition from former state 
minister Manju Verma and 
her husband.

Manju Verma had re-
signed as the Social Wel-
fare Minister in the Bihar 
government following the 
Muzzafarpur case where 
several women were raped 
and sexually abused, after 
it came to light that her 
husband Chandrashekhar 
Verma had spoken to prime 
accused Brajesh Thakur 
several times between Jan-
uary and June this year.

The apex court, which 
observed that CBI’s probe 

in the case seemed to be on 
track, said it was not clear 
whether illegal arms were 
also recovered from the 
possession of the Vermas 
and the matter needed to 
be looked into by the local 
police.

The bench said “it has 
also come on record that 
one Chandrashekhar Ver-
ma and his wife Manju 
Verma have been in posses-
sion of illegal ammunition 
of a fairly large quantity. It 
is not clear whether they 
were in possession of illegal 
arms as well. The status re-
port mentions that an FIR 
has been lodged against 
Chandrashekhar Verma 
and Manju Verma.” 

The bench took note 
of the fact that the state’s 
social welfare department 
had shifted some girls from 
the shelter home run by 
Brajesh Thakur in March 

this year, but the purpose of 
shifting was not clear.

“The CBI should seize 
the record of the social wel-
fare department in this 
regard and carry out the 
investigation,” it said and 
asked Bihar to file an af-
fidavit indicating the cir-
cumstances necessitating 
the transfer of these girls.

Regarding Thakur, the 
bench said “it appears that 
the person in-charge of 
the NGO ‘Sewa Sankalp 
Evam Vikas Samiti’, Brajesh 
Thakur, is a very influen-
tial person and people in 
the neighbourhood are 
scared of him and not able 
to make any complaint 
against him.” 

Referring to the CBI’s 
reports, it said the NGO had 
received around INR 4.5 
crore worth of funds from 
the state over a period of 10 
years and 35 vehicles were 

purchased.
The apex court said 

that issue concerning the 
shelter home was of an “ex-
tremely serious nature” and 
requires a “greater in-depth 
scrutiny” by the CBI.

During the hearing, ad-
vocate Aparna Bhat, assist-
ing the court as an amicus 
curiae in the matter, said 
the National Institute of 
Mental Health and Neuro 
Sciences (NIMHANS) was 
assisting CBI on the psy-
cho-social and rehabilita-
tion issues of the victims 
and they may be permitted 
to complete the task by first 
week of October.

The court has posted 
the matter for hearing on 
October 25.

Over 30 girls were al-
legedly raped at the shelter 
home run by Thakur and 
the issue was highlighted in 
an audit report submitted 

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): India ac-
counted for 24 per cent cases of multi-
drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) 
in 2017 -- the highest in the world and 
followed by China’s 13 per cent and 
Russia’s 10 per cent, according to a 
report by the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO).

The three countries accounted for 
almost half of the world’s total MDR-
TB cases.

The WHO said global efforts have 
averted an estimated 54 million TB 
deaths since 2000, but TB remains 
the world’s deadliest infectious dis-
ease.

India also ranked the highest 
among the top-30 high TB burden 
countries in the world, with 27 per 
cent of the 10 million people who 
were diagnosed with tuberculosis 
last year.

According to the report, under-
reporting and under-diagnosis of 
TB cases remains a major challenge 
as of the 10 million people who fell 
ill with TB in 2017, only 6.4 million 
were officially recorded by national 
reporting systems. This left 3.6 million 
people undiagnosed, or detected but 
not reported.

Ten countries accounted for 80 
per cent of this gap, with India, Indo-
nesia and Nigeria topping the list, the 
WHO report said.

Globally, an estimated 10 million 
people developed TB last year and 
two third of such cases were in eight 
countries -- India (27 per cent), China 
(9 per cent), Indonesia (8 per cent), 
the Philippines (6 per cent), Pakistan 
(5 per cent), Nigeria (4 per cent), 
Bangladesh (4 per cent) and South 
Africa (3 per cent). 

Only 6 per cent of global cases 
were in the European Region (3 per 
cent) and the Americas (3 per cent), 
the WHO said.

The report stated that MDR-TB re-
mains a public health crisis and China 
and India alone were home to around 
40 per cent of patients requiring treat-
ment for this, but not reported to be 
receiving it. 

Globally, MDR-TB treatment suc-
cess remains low at 55 per cent often 
due to drug toxicity making it impos-
sible for patients to stay on treatment. 

In 2017, TB caused an estimated 
1.3 million deaths among HIV-nega-
tive people and there were an addi-
tional 300 000 deaths from TB among 

HIV-positive people. 
Fewer people fell ill and died from 

tuberculosis last year but countries 
are still not doing enough to end 
TB by 2030, the global health body 
warned. 

“Tuberculosis is the 10th leading 
cause of death worldwide, and since 
2011 it has been the leading cause of 
death from a single infectious agent, 
ranking above HIV/AIDS,” the report 
highlighted.

WHO’s 2018 Global TB Report 
called for mobilisation of national 
and international commitments and 
urged political leaders gathering next 
week for the first-ever United Nations 
High-level Meeting on TB to take de-
cisive action.

“To meet the global target of 
ending TB by 2030, countries need 
to urgently accelerate their response 
including by increasing domestic 
and international funding to fight the 
disease,” the WHO said.

About 1.7 billion people, 23 per 
cent of the world’s population, are 
estimated to have a latent TB infec-
tion, and are thus at risk of develop-
ing active TB disease during their 
lifetime.

Mumbai, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
At least 30 passengers on a 
Jet Airways Mumbai-Jaipur 
flight suffered ear and nose 
bleeding due to low cabin 
pressure during the ascent 
here on Thursday, an of-
ficial said.

The flight 9W-697 with 
166 passengers and five 
crew was forced to return 
back to Mumbai shortly 
after take-off, said a Jet Air-

ways spokesperson.
Several passengers 

complained of severe head-
aches and at least 30 re-
ported bleeding from nose 
and ears and were imme-
diately administered first-
aid by a team of doctors at 
the airport. Airline sources 
said that the incident may 
have happened after the 
crew reportedly missed 
activating what is called a 

‘bleed switch’ before take-
off, leading to the distur-
bance in the cabin pressure 
with oxygen masks getting 
deployed.

The Jet Airways said it 
has taken the concerned 
crew off-duty pending a 
probe into the incident. 
An investigation by the 
Directorate-General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) was also 
launched.

among the bold measures 
taken by the government.

questioning in the case.
According to the state-

ment issued by CBCI presi-
dent Cardinal Oswald Gra-
cias, “The Holy Father has 
received the request of 
Bishop Franco Mulakkal 
to be temporarily relieved 
of his pastoral responsi-
bilities in the diocese of 
Jalandhar.”

“Having considered all 
circumstances the Holy 
Father has accepted this 
request of Bishop Mulakkal 
and has appointed Bishop 
Agnelo Rufino Gracias, 
Auxilary Bishop Emeritus 
of the Archdiocese of Bom-
bay as Apostolic Adminis-
trator of the diocese of Ja-
landhar... with immediate 
effect,” it said.

“Our prayers accom-

pany Bishop Gracias as he 
takes on his responsibility,” 
the CBCI president said.

A Jalandhar diocese 
re l e a s e  h a d  s a i d  t h e 
Bishop expressed his de-
sire to step aside in the 
background of what it 
claimed was the Kerala 
High Court’s “opinion in 
favour of Bishop Franco 
which says, there is lack of 
adequate evidence for the 
Bishop’s arrest indicating 
his innocence.”

“He decided on his own 
to make his request to Holy 
Father. He is confident that 
his request will be accepted 
by the Vatican,” the diocese 
said.

The bishop had earlier 
handed over administrative 
responsibility of Jalandhar 

diocese to Msgr Mathew 
Kokkandam in his absence 
ahead of his Kerala visit.

The group of nuns 
staging a protest here 
along with various various 
Catholic reform organisa-
tions seeking Mulakkal’s 
arrest and justice for the 
nun, lauded the Pope’s 
decision.

“We are very happy..
the Vatican has finally 
heard our prayers. It is the 
first victory in our struggle 
against the Bishop,” a nun 
said.

Bishop Mulakkal has 
been accused of repeated 
rape by the Kerala-based 
nun of Missionaries of Jesus 
Congregation of the Jaland-
har diocese. He has denied 
the charges.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat 
on Wednesday said that 
the Sangh has reserva-
tions on the use of word 
“minority” and noted that 
it would always maintain 
that the people of the 
country are Hindus by tra-
dition, nationalism, and 
ancestry.

Bhagwat,  who an-
swered questions in the 
last part of his lecture se-
ries here, said the Sangh 
has evolved its views with 
the times. 

He said the word ‘mi-
nority’ gives an impres-

sion of difference whereas 
all people are the same. 

“Before the British 
came to India, we didn’t 
use the term minorities. 
We all belong to the same 
society, and lived together. 
The Sangh has reserva-
tions on the very word 
minorities. Sangh doesn’t 
believe in it. Everybody is 
our own.  If they have gone 
away, we have to unite 
them. We speak with these 
sentiments,” he said.

Urging people to see 
how RSS functions, he 
said Muslims living in the 
vicinity of places where a 

‘shakha’ takes place feel 
secure. 

“Wherever there is a 
proper shakha of Sangh 
and if there is a Muslim 
neighbourhood in the vi-
cinity, I can assure you 
that they feel more secure 
there.  We believe in na-
tionalism, which is the 
tradition of both Muslims 
and Christians. It is about 
the pride of that feeling.”

He said devotion to-
wards motherland is Hin-
dutva.  “Don’t have any 
doubts. Come, talk to us, 
attend the programmes 
of the Sangh. Come and 

see what happens, what is 
spoken. Those who come 
to us, their views about us 
change. You can ask ques-
tions.” “Time changes, 
accordingly the organisa-
tion changes itself and 
thought and articulation 
also changes according to 
the situation and time,” 
he said.

Answering a query on 
NOTA (none of the above) 
during voting, he said it is 
not advisable to choose 
the option because “if we 
don’t select the best pos-
sible option, the worst 
possible one will benefit.”



Tokyo, Sep. 20 (PTI/AP): 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe was re-elected 
as head of his ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party in a land-
slide Thursday, paving the 
way for up to three more 
years as the nation’s leader. 

The decisive victory 
may embolden Abe to pur-
sue his long-sought revi-
sion to Japan’s US-drafted 
pacifist constitution, al-
though the hurdles remain 
high and doing so would 
carry political risks.

“It’s time to tackle a 
constitutional revision,” 
Abe said in a victory 
speech. “Now the fight is 
over.” Abe said he’s deter-
mined to use his last term 
to pursue his policy goals to 
“sum up” Japan’s postwar 
diplomacy to ensure peace 
in the country.

“Let’s work together 
to make a new Japan,” he 
said.

Abe, who has been 
prime minister since 
December 2012, has ce-
mented control of his party 
and received support from 
conservatives for bringing 
stability and continuity to 
economic and diplomat-
ic policies. With a third 
term as party leader, Abe is 
poised to become Japan’s 
longest-serving leader in 
August 2021.

Still, he faces several 
challenges, including deal-
ing with Japan’s aging and 
declining population, a 
royal succession in the 
spring, and a consumption 
tax hike to 10 percent he 
has already delayed twice. 

He faces security con-
cerns stemming from 
North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile threats, and China’s 

increasingly assertive activ-
ity in the region, as well as 
intensifying trade friction 
with the US which could 
shake his friendly relations 
with President Donald 
Trump.

Abe has said he is de-
termined to push for a re-
vision to the U.S.-drafted 
1947 constitution, a dec-
ades-old pledge of the Lib-
eral Democratic Party since 
its foundation in 1955 and 
a goal that none of Abe’s 
predecessors has been able 
to achieve.

Abe has said he hopes 
his party could submit a 
draft constitution revision 
to a parliamentary ses-
sion later this year ahead 
of a national referendum. 
Abe is proposing to add a 
clause to Article 9, which 
bans the use of force in 
settling international dis-
putes, to explicitly permit 
the existence of Japan’s 

military, now called the 
Self-Defense Force.

Many conservatives 
see the constitution as a 
humiliation imposed on 
Japan following its World 
War II defeat. Among them 
was Abe’s grandfather, No-
busuke Kishi, who served 
as prime minister 1957-
1960. Kishi was impris-
oned as a suspected war 
criminal during the US 
occupation.

Constitutional revision 
is divisive and it’s unclear 
whether Abe could get 
enough votes for passage.

Abe and his senior par-
ty members want to rush a 
revision while their ruling 
coalition still holds two-
thirds super majority in 
both houses a requirement 
to propose a revision. The 
next parliamentary elec-
tion is due next summer.

For the public, the con-
stitution is a lesser concern 

than issues such as pay, 
education and the high 
cost of child care, surveys 
show.

If a revision is voted 
down in a national refer-
endum, Abe would likely 
have to step down Abe has 
survived a series of scan-
dals, including cronyism 
allegations against him and 
his wife. Despite attacks 
from opposition parties 
and criticism in the media, 
he has seen his support 
ratings bounce back to 
about 40 percent, consid-
ered high for a Japanese 
leader after nearly six years 
in office.

An extended term for 
Abe is generally seen as 
good news for stability and 
continuity.

“A stable government 
under a strong leader is 
good for the economy and 
diplomacy, and Prime Min-
ister Abe has established 

a rather significant pres-
ence in diplomacy,” said 
Yu Uchiyama, a University 
of Tokyo politics professor.

But his long and strong 
leadership has caused a 
lack of political competi-
tiveness, Uchiyama said.

“The biggest concern 
about Japanese politics is 
how to restore competition 
in politics and reactivate 
democracy,” Uchiyama 
said.

In Thursday’s leader-
ship vote, Abe handily de-
feated his sole challenger, 
Shigeru Ishiba, a former 
defense minister. Abe won 
553, or about 70 percent, of 
807 votes.

Abe took 80 percent 
of parliamentarian votes, 
while support from re-
gional rank-and-file party 
members was at 55 per-
cent, though it fell within 
projections.

Experts see the mar-
gin of victory in regional 
member votes as a more 
accurate indicator of gen-
eral public sentiment than 
the parliamentarian votes. 

Abe’s softer showing 
there means he will have to 
be more mindful of voices 
coming from outside par-
liament. 

Abe’s dominance has 
been bolstered by the 
strengthening of the Prime 
Minister’s Office, allowing 
him and his party execu-
tives to monopolize de-
cisions over policies and 
personnel affairs, experts 
say. The system has ac-
commodated Abe’s long 
reign, as many lawmakers 
are primarily interested 
in getting Abe and other 
senior lawmakers’ backing 
in elections. 
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AP/PTI

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, center, shouts traditional “Banzai (long life)” cheers with other Liberal 
Democratic Party lawmakers shortly after winning of the ruling party presidential elections at its head-
quarters in Tokyo, Thursday, Sept. 20, 2018. 

Japan’s Abe re-elected as 
party head, to stay on as PM

Malaysia ex-PM faces barrage of 
charges over USD 681 mn bank balance

Over 300 million children 
not in school — Unicef

‘US ready to negotiate with N 
Korea to transform relations’

Sharif will ‘expose’ Imran 
Khan government — PML-N

Kim, Moon join hands on peak of sacred North Korean volcano

Kuala Lumpur, Sep. 20 (PTI/AFP): Ma-
laysia’s ex-leader Najib Razak arrived in 
court Thursday to face a barrage of charges 
relating to USD 681 million of state funds 
that allegedly ended up in his personal 
bank account.  Najib, who suffered a 
shock election defeat in May, was arrested 
Wednesday by officials probing claims 
the former prime minister and his cronies 
looted billions of dollars from state fund 
1MDB in an audacious fraud.

Police say he will face 21 money-laun-
dering charges related to the mysterious 
transfer of huge sums into his personal 
bank account, a key episode in the long-
running scandal. He may also face addi-
tional charges under anti-corruption laws.

He has already been arrested twice and 
hit with several counts related to 1MDB 
since losing power, but observers say the 
latest charges represent a major step for-
ward in efforts to bring him to justice.

Allegations Najib and his cronies 
pilfered huge sums from the investment 
vehicle and spent them on everything 
from high-end real estate to artwork were a 
major factor in the defeat of his long-ruling 
coalition to a reformist alliance headed by 
Mahathir Mohamad.

Mahathir, 93, who is in his second 
stint as premier after coming out of retire-
ment to take on scandal-mired Najib, has 
ramped up probes in the 1MDB scandal 

and vowed to have the ex-leader pros-
ecuted.

The 64-year-old was initially detained 
Wednesday by the Malaysian Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission over the alleged bank 
transfers, before facing further question-
ing by police Thursday morning.

Afterwards, deputy national police 
chief Noor Rashid Ibrahim said in a state-
ment that “as many as 21 charges involving 
USD 681 million have been prepared”.

The charges include “nine counts of 
receiving illegal money, five counts of 
using illegal money and seven counts of 
transferring illegal money to other enti-
ties,” he said.

The police statement did not mention 
1MDB. However the US Department of 
Justice, which is seeking to recover as-
sets allegedly bought with stolen 1MDB 
money, claims that USD 681 million from 
the fund was funnelled to Najib’s accounts.

Najib has already been charged with 
money-laundering, criminal breach of 
trust and abusing his position over claims 
he pocketed some USD 10 million from 
a former unit of 1MDB. He denies any 
wrongdoing.

When reports surfaced in 2015 that 
huge sums from 1MDB flowed into Najib’s 
bank accounts before a hotly contested 
election, it dramatically ratcheted up pres-
sure on the leader and his inner circle over 
the scandal. The attorney-general later 
cleared Najib of any wrongdoing, saying 
the money was a personal donation from 
the Saudi royal family, and closed down 
domestic investigations.

But as allegations surrounding the 
fund multiplied, Najib became increas-
ingly authoritarian, jailing political oppo-
nents and introducing laws that critics said 
were aimed at stifling dissent.

1Malaysia Development Berhad was 
set up in 2009 and overseen by Najib, with 
the purported aim of promoting economic 
development in Malaysia, but accusations 
quickly mounted the fund was a vehicle 
for the leader and his cronies to loot state 
coffers. Najib and his luxury-loving wife 
Rosmah Mansor became hated figures, 
symbols of the rot in a corrupt elite that 
had ruled Malaysia uninterrupted since 
independence from Britain in 1957. 

United Nations, Sep. 20 (IANS): Over 
300 million children globally between 
the age of five and 17 years of age 
were not in school, the Unicef said in 
a news report.

More than one-third of them, or 
about 104 million, are in countries 
affected by conflict or disaster, the re-
port titled “A future stolen: young and 
out-of-school” revealed on Wednes-
day.

Additionally, it said one in five 
young people between 15-17 years 
old in countries affected by conflicts 
and disasters have never even en-
tered any school and two in five have 
never completed primary school, 
reports Xinhua news agency. “When 
a country is hit by conflict or disaster, 
its children and young people are 
victimized twice,” said Henrietta Fore, 
Unicef Executive Director. 

“In the near term, their schools 
are damaged, destroyed, occupied by 
military forces or even deliberately 
attacked, and they join the millions 
of young people out of school, and as 
the years progress they seldom return.

“In the long term they -- and the 
countries they live in -- will continue 
to face perpetuating cycles of pov-
erty,” she said. By current trends, the 
number of 10 to 19 year-olds will rise 
to more than 1.3 billion by 2030, an 
increase of 8 per cent, the report said. 

Providing this future workforce 
with quality education and better em-
ployment prospects will yield greater 
economic and social dividends.

With less than 4 per cent of global 
humanitarian appeals dedicated to 
education, the report calls for more 
investment in quality education 
where children and young people 
can learn in a safe environment, from 
pre-primary to upper-secondary, 
in countries affected by complex 
humanitarian emergencies and pro-
tracted crises. 

It said that by current trends, 
poverty remains the most significant 
barrier to education globally with the 
poorest primary school age children 
four times more likely to be out of 
school compared to their peers from 
the richest households.

Washington, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo Thursday said America is 
ready to restart negotiations 
with Pyongyang, with the 
aim of denuclearising North 
Korea by 2021.

His comments came after 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un agreed to make a historic 
first visit to South Korea soon 
and close a major missile 
testing site in the presence 
of international inspectors 
in a meeting with South Ko-
rean President Moon Jae-in 
in Pyongyang on Wednesday.

Pompeo, in a statement, 
welcomed Moon and Kim’s 
reaffirmation of the Singapore 
joint statement of complete 
denuclearisation of the Ko-
rean Peninsula, including the 
permanent dismantlement of 
all facilities at Yongbyon in the 
presence of the US and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) inspectors.

“This will mark the begin-
ning of negotiations to trans-

form the US-DPRK relations 
through the process of rapid 
denuclearisation of North 
Korea, to be completed by 
January 2021, as committed 
by Chairman Kim, and to 
construct a lasting and stable 
peace regime on the Korean 
Peninsula,” he said.

The January 2021 date is 
the most specific timeline an 
official on either side has put 
forward publicly so far.

“ We  a l s o  w e l c o m e 
Chairman Kim’s decision to 
complete the previously an-
nounced dismantlement of 
Tongchang-ri site in the pres-
ence of US and international 
inspectors as a step toward 
the final fully verified denu-
clearisation of North Korea, 
as agreed by Chairman Kim 
at the Singapore summit with 
President Trump,” Pompeo 
added.

During the Singapore 
summit, Trump and Kim 
agreed in broad terms to work 
towards denuclearisation.

Lahore, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Nawaz Sharif, who was 
released from jail after a 
court suspended his sen-
tence in a corruption case, 
will “expose” the Imran 
Khan government and 
launch a drive against rig-
ging in the general elec-
tions, the ousted Pakistan 
prime minister’s party said 
on Thursday. 

PML-N spokesperson 
and former information 
minister Marriyum Auran-
zeb told PTI that Sharif will 
finalise his strategy regard-
ing giving tough time to the 
government after Ashura 
(September 21).

She said Sharif will hold 
consultative meetings with 
the party leaders from Sat-
urday to discuss the party’s 
strategy with regard to 
launching a drive against 
alleged vote rigging. 

“Sharif and PML-N 
strongly believe that July 
25, 2018 elections were 
rigged to stop the PML-N 
from returning to power,” 
she said.

The PML-N will raise its 
voice both in and outside 
parliament to force the 
government for independ-
ent investigation, Auranzeb 
said.

“Mian Sahib’s release 
from jail has charged the 
workers and leaders. We 
will give tough time to Im-
ran Khan and his govern-
ment, she said. 

Sharif spent Thursday 
with his family members 
at his Jati Umra residence 
in Lahore. 

Sharif, his daughter 
Maryam and son-in-law 
retired captain Moham-
mad Safdar were released 
from Rawalpindi’s Adiala 
jail and flown back to La-
hore on Wednesday night 
after the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) suspended 
their sentences in the 
Avenfield corruption case 
linked to Panama Papers.

The accountability 
court in Islamabad on July 
6 had sentenced Sharif, 
Maryam and Safdar, to 10 
years, seven years and one 

year in jail, respectively, in 
connection with the pur-
chase of four luxury flats in 
London through corrupt 
practices.

Upon receiving the 
release orders Sharif had 
said: “I was sure that I was 
innocent and have not 
done any wrongdoing. Al-
lah will give me justice. 

The purpose of impris-
oning Sharif was to pave 
the way for the Imran’s 
government, PML-N leader 
and former interior minis-
ter Ahsan Iqbal said. 

It would not have been 
easy for them (military es-
tablishment) to maneuver 
things in the elections had 
Nawaz Sharif been out of 
jail.” Awami National Party 
senior leader Iftikhar Hus-
sain said: The purpose they 
(establishment) wanted to 
achieve by keeping shar-
if in jail is done. That is 
why he is out of jail now. 
The case was so week that 
Sharif could not have been 
awarded 10-year sentence, 
he said. 

Pyongyang, Sep. 20 (PTI/AP): 
The leaders of the rival Koreas 
took to the road for the final 
day of their summit Thursday, 
standing on the peak of a beau-
tiful volcano considered sacred 
in the North and a centerpiece 
of propaganda used to legiti-
mise the Kim family’s rule, their 
hands clasped and raised in a 
pose of triumph. 

Their trip to the mountain 
on the North Korean-Chinese 
border, and the striking photo-
op that will resonate in both 
Koreas, followed a day of wide-
ranging agreements they trum-
peted as a major step toward 
peace.

However, their premier ac-
cord on the issue that most 
worries the world the North’s 
pursuit of nuclear-tipped mis-
siles that can accurately strike 
the US mainland contained 
a big condition: Kim Jong Un 
stated that he would perma-
nently dismantle North Korea’s 
main nuclear facility only if the 
United States takes unspecified 
corresponding measures.

Kim and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in flew 
separately to an airport near 

Mount Paektu on Thursday 
morning where they then met 
up and drove to the mountain.

Photos showed the leaders 
smiling broadly as they posed 
at the summit, their wives grin-
ning at their sides, a brilliant 
blue sky and the deep crater 
lake that tops the volcano in the 
background; they also toured 
the shores of the lake. Mem-
bers of the Kim family are re-
ferred to as sharing the “Paektu 
Bloodline,” and the volcano is 
emblazoned on the national 
emblem and lends its name 
to everything from rockets to 
power stations.

Many South Koreans also 
feel drawn to the volcano, 
which, according to Korean 
mythology, was the birthplace 
of Dangun, the founder of the 
first ancient Korean kingdom, 
and has long been consid-
ered one of the most beautiful 
places on the peninsula. Not 
everyone was pleased, though. 

About 100 anti-North Korea 
protesters rallied in central 
Seoul to express anger about 
the summit and displayed slo-
gans that read, “No to SK-NK 
summit that benefit(s) Kim 

Jong Un.” Moon departed for 
South Korea later Thursday, as 
the leaders bask in the glow of 
the joint statement they settled 
Wednesday. 

Compared to the vague 
language of their two earlier 
summits, Kim and Moon seem 
to have agreed on an ambitious 
program meant to tackle soar-

ing tensions last year that had 
many fearing war as the North 
tested a string of increasingly 
powerful weapons.

Kim promised to accept in-

ternational inspectors to moni-
tor the closing of a key missile 
test site and launch pad and to 
visit Seoul soon, and both lead-
ers vowed to work together to 
try to host the Summer Olym-
pics in 2032.

But while containing sev-
eral tantalizing offers, their 
joint statement appeared to fall 
short of the major steps many 
in Washington have been look-
ing for such as a commitment 
by Kim to provide a list of North 
Korea’s nuclear facilities, a solid 
step-by-step timeline for clos-
ing them down, or an agree-
ment to allow international 
inspectors to assess progress or 
discover violations.

It also was unclear what 
“corresponding steps” North 
Korea wants from the U.S. to 
dismantle its nuclear site.

The question is whether 
it will be enough for Presi-
dent Donald Trump to pick up 
where Moon has left off. Trump 
told reporters Wednesday that 
the outcome of the summit 
was “very good news” and that 
“we’re making tremendous 
progress” with North Korea. He 
didn’t indicate in his brief re-

marks whether the U.S. would 
be willing to take further steps 
to encourage North Korean ac-
tion on denuclearization.

Declaring they had made a 
major step toward peace, Moon 
and Kim stood side by side 
Wednesday as they announced 
their agreement.

“We have agreed to make 
the Korean Peninsula a land of 
peace that is free from nuclear 
weapons and nuclear threat,” 
Kim said. “The road to our fu-
ture will not always be smooth 
and we may face challenges 
and trials we can’t anticipate. 
But we aren’t afraid of head-
winds because our strength will 
grow as we overcome each trial 
based on the strength of our 
nation.” Moon urged unity for 
all Koreans in a speech he gave 
Wednesday night to the crowd 
gathered for North Korea’s sig-
nature mass games. “We have 
lived together for 5,000 years 
and lived in separation for 
70 years. I now propose that 
we completely eliminate the 
hostility of the past 70 years 
and take a big step forward in 
peace so that we can become 
one again.” 

AP/PTI

Former Prime Minister Najib Razak, left, shakes 
hands with his supporters as he leaves Kuala 
Lumpur High Court after a court hearing in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, Sept. 20, 2018.  

AP/PTI

South Korean President Moon Jae-in, second from right, and his wife Kim Jung-sook, right, stand with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, second from left, and his wife Ri Sol Ju on the Mount Paektu in North Korea, Thursday, Sept. 20, 
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ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror Maroon 5 will be the halftime performers at Super Bowl LIII Halftime 

Show in 2019. Multiple sources confirmed to Variety, the music group 
was locked by the organisers owing to their all-star collaborations, such 
as Cardi B-featuring Girls Like You, What Lovers Do with SZA, Cold with 
Future and Don’t Wanna Know with Kendrick Lamar. A representative for 
Maroon 5, fronted by lead vocalist Adam Levine, did not immediately re-
ply to a request for comment. Last year, Justin Timberlake headlined the 
Super Bowl Halftime. The group joins the artistes, including Lady Gaga, 
Coldplay, Katy Perry, Bruno Mars and Beyonce, to headline the show. (PTI)

Maroon 5 to perform at Super 
Bowl Halftime 2019

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12 pm: III Smoking Barrels 

2.30 pm 8 pm: Batti Gul Meter Chalu 

5.30 pm: The Equalizer 2

Kiss announce final tour

A
ctress Anushka Sharma 
who has received the 
Smita Patil award for 
best actor, said it vali-
dates the choices that 

she has made so far in her career.
Addressing the media here 

at the 34th edition of the Priya-
darshini Academy Global Awards 
2018 on Wednesday, Anushka 
said: “It’s a special day for me be-
cause I completed 10 years in the 
industry on this day. So receiving 
this award validates the choices 
that I made in my career.

“I don’t come from a film 
background. I didn’t have anyone 
to guide me in my journey. My 
parents also don’t belong to this 
industry so they also don’t know 

how the industry works,” she 
said.

The actress, who is gearing 
up for the release of her film “Sui 
Dhaaga”, made her debut oppo-
site Shah Rukh Khan in “Rab Ne 
Bana Di Jodi” in 2008.

She thanked all the writers 
and directors for playing a key 
role in her success journey.

“I also want to thank all the 
writers who wrote amazing roles 
for me and the directors who 
envisioned me in those roles. I 
don’t think any actor’s career is 
complete without the contribu-
tion of these two people. 

“I want to thank every sup-
porter of mine all over the world 
who supported me and accepted 

me for who I am.” While receiving 
the award, Anushka said,: “It’s a 
great of honour to have watched 
the work of great Smita Patilji. She 
has been a true inspiration, not 
just for me but many actresses 
and many women for her bold, 
difficult and fearless choices that 
she made with her work.

“She managed to be disrup-
tive and not adhere to norms 
of the industry where rules are 
usually set by others. So, I really 
appreciate and admire her.”

Anushka stars opposite Varun 
Dhawan in the Sharat Katariya 
directorial that is produced by 
Maneesh Sharma under the Yash 
Raj Films banner.

IANS

A
fter 45 years 
of perform-
ing across the 
globe, popular 
rock band Kiss 

has announced their final 
tour.

During one of the 
episodes of the show 
“America’s Got Talent”, the 
rock band bid adieu to 
their 45-year long musical 
career by announcing 
their last tour End of the 
Road, reports people.com.

While the tour dates 
have not yet been re-
vealed, Kiss has promised 
it will be a tour to remem-
ber.

A statement on behalf 
of the band read: “All that 
we have built and all that 
we have conquered over 
the past four decades 
could never have hap-
pened without the mil-
lions of people worldwide 
who’ve filled clubs, arenas 
and stadiums over those 
years.

“This will be the 
ultimate celebration for 

those who’ve seen us and 
a last chance for those 
who haven’t. Kiss Army, 
we’re saying goodbye on 
our final tour with our 
biggest show yet and we’ll 
go out the same way we 
came in... unapologetic 
and unstoppable.” Kiss 
made their reputation as 
a live act in the mid-1970s 
with the most over-the-
top presentation rock 
concerts seen to date, 

intensifying and exagger-
ating the fantasy and hor-
ror movie elements Alice 
Cooper had introduced a 
few years earlier.

The band, which 
currently comprises Paul 
Stanley, Gene Simmons, 
Tommy Thayer and Eric 
Singer was formed in New 
York City in 1973.

Past band members 
include Ace Frehley, Peter 
Criss, Eric Carr, Vinnie 

Vincent, Mark St. John 
and Bruce Kulick. 

Kiss has released 20 
studio albums, 8 live 
albums, and 13 compila-
tion albums plus over 60 
singles. It has been noted 
as America’s #1 Gold 
Record Award-winning 
group of all time, and 
was also inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 2014.

IANS

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern Mirror’s 
- Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they share their  
experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect to so 
Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Keyi Zeliang, is a gospel 

singer from Dimapur who started 

singing at a very young age.

Keyi Zeliang  who mostly 

performs with her ukulele is an 

active YouTuber  and uploads 

only secular songs but has plans 

to make her page a gospel one in 

days to come. Keyi says, she was 

also invited to contest for India’s 

next superstar auditions during 

the year 2016. 

In today’s Rhythm of Love, Keyi 

Zeliang shares her musical jour-

ney. Read on.......

Eastern Mirror: How would you like 
to introduce yourself to those who 
haven’t heard of you yet?
Keyi Zeliang: Hello, my name is Keyi 
Zeliang from Dimapur Nagaland.

Eastern Mirror: An insight of how 
your musical journey started.
Keyi Zeliang: I have always loved to 
sing from early young age but my 
inspiration for music actually started 
when I was invited to contest for 
India next superstar auditions back 
in 2016.

Eastern Mirror: Your inspirations?
Keyi Zeliang: My inspiration is to sing 
and stand for the voice that God has 
gifted me and inspire others through 
music .

Eastern Mirror: What do you think is 
needed for the talented musicians of 
the state to compete with the rest of 
the world?
Keyi Zeliang: I think the need for 
musicians of our state is to stand up 
with pride and never lose hope, and 
create one’s own melody. And I think 
being a Christian state musicians first 
inspiration should be to sing gospel 
songs and glorify His name.  

Eastern Mirror: Have you had any 
formal music training?
Keyi Zeliang: I first took vocal and 
keyboard training from Candy Jam 
music school in Burma camp .

Eastern Mirror: Being a YouTuber, 
what advice do you have for those 

who wish to follow your interest?
Keyi Zeliang: Being a Youtuber, I 
would like to advice those who show 
love and kindness and want to lift 
up their dreams just remember that 
nothing in life in beyond repair; so 
don’t lose hope cause even if you’re 
on the right track, you’ll run over it if 
you just sit down.

Eastern Mirror: Top 5 tracks in your 
playlist. And the one song that al-
ways stays in your heart.
Keyi Zeliang: One song really inspired 
me and stay in my heart is “well 
done” .This song really push me high 
and higher even if sometimes I lost 
hope getting  bad comments from 
friends and others or sometimes diffi-
cult task beings into music field. This 

song by Moriah Peters pushes me and 
encourages me that whatever tasks 
I’m doing for the world, God is always 
there to say well done. 

Eastern Mirror: If given a ‘wish’ to 
choose a profession, what would you 
choose and why?
Keyi Zeliang: I am a theologian by 
profession. Being brought up in a 
Christian family and having a profes-
sion for theology doesn’t only mean 
preaching about God’s words but also 
singing and praising His name.

Eastern Mirror: Favourite quote.
Keyi Zeliang: Favorite quote “music 
are not only sung by singers but it can 
be sung by all who love music ” (My 
own viral quote)

Avenged Sevenfold’s M Shadows 
in recovery after vocal cord surgery

Receiving Smita Patil award validates 
my choices — Anushka Sharma

A
venged Sevenfold front-
man M Shadows has given 
a health update after he 
underwent surgery on his 
vocal cords this summer.

The band were due to head out on 
tour with Prophets Of Rage and Three 
Days Grace throughout earlier this 
year, but were forced to pull the plug 
on 25 shows due to Shadows’ vocal 
problems.

And in a new interview, Shadows 
reports that things are now slowly get-
ting back on track.

He tells Loudwire: “I got word today 
that my vocal cords are good to go and 
that I can start the recovery process. 

“I did two months of no talking or 
singing and now I need to build it all 

back up. No damage was done so I’m 
grateful for that.”

Asked whether he had to change 
his diet or usual routine to help with 
his voice following surgery, the vocalist 
adds: “I’m always on a diet for singing – 
also acid reflux pills and lots of water. 

“I could probably start singing very 
soon but I’m going to take this recovery 
slow just to make sure everything is 
as strong as it can be. I’ll be ready to 
roll for the next record.” Tomorrow, 
September 21, Avenged Sevenfold will 
release the Black Reign EP, featuring all 
four tracks they recorded for the Call Of 
Duty series of video games – including 
the single Mad Hatter which launched 
earlier this week.

Loudersound
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London, Sep. 20 (IANS): There is a need 
to ban the sale of caffeinated energy 
drinks to children and young people to 
tackle obesity and mental health prob-
lems, says an expert.

Caffeine is probably the most com-
monly used psychoactive drug across the 
world as it increases activity and height-
ens attention and awareness. 

But caffeine also increases anxiety, 
reduces sleep and is linked with behav-
ioural problems in children, said Russell 
Viner, Professor from the UK’s Royal 
College of Paediatrics and Child Health 
(RCPCH).

Recent studies have also showed that 
it may have concerning effects on the 
developing brain.

This is alarming because psychologi-
cal distress can lead to risky behaviours 
like drug use and poorer academic at-
tainment, Viner said.

“It’s time to bring in laws to ban the 
sale of caffeinated energy drinks to chil-
dren and young people to tackle the twin 
epidemics of obesity and mental health 
problems,” he stated, in the new study 
published in the journal The BMJ.

The high sugar content in many of 

the energy drinks (as much as 27g of 
sugar per 250ml serving) “undoubtedly 
contributes to the overall calorie excess 
and resultant obesity epidemic among 
our children”. 

But perhaps most concerning are 
the effects on sleep, Viner said, because 
research has established a clear inverse 
association between caffeinated energy 
drinks and sleep duration. 

Children and young people in high 
income countries consume more sugar 
and calories than required and are 
therefore unlikely to need additional 
energy. 

This combined with regular caffeine 
consumption is causing concern as there 
is little evidence of the effect caffeine 
could potentially have on the developing 
body, Viner said.

Instead of binging on energy drinks, 
humans can get energy naturally from 
a “good diet, refreshing sleep, exercise 
and, most importantly, interaction with 
other people”. 

While government’s consultation 
must drive a search for improved evi-
dence, “there is now sufficient evidence 
to act to protect children”, Viner noted.

New Delhi, September 20 (India 
Science Wire): Indian astronomers 
would soon be able to observe 
and monitor spectacular celestial 
events like explosion of stars, fall-
ing of matter into black holes and 
collision of extraterrestrial objects 
better. Researchers at Tata Institute 
of Fundamental Research (TIFR) 
and Bhabha Atomic Research Cen-
tre (BARC)are developing a new 
gamma ray telescope. 

The four-metre telescope will 
be able to operate in bright envi-
ronment like twilight hours and 
moon-lit nights, unlike traditional 
ones that operate only in dark 
hours of the night. It will be the sec-
ond such telescope to be available 
globally. The first one is in La Palma 
in Canary Islands set up jointly by 
Switzerland and Germany in 2011. 

 Speaking to India Science Wire, 
Dr. VarshaChitnis of Department of 
High Energy Physics at TIFR, said 
the imaging camera to be used in 
the telescope is different from con-
vention ones. It used pixels made 
of what are called Geiger-mode 
avalanche photo-diodes (G-APDs), 
while conventional telescope cam-
eras are based on photomultiplier 
tubes (PMTs).

“G-APDs need a much lower 
operation voltage, are more robust 

and have higher photon detection 
efficiency. They can be operated 
during strong moon light and are 
ideal for a gamma ray telescope,” 
she added.

The new telescope will be locat-
ed near the High Altitude Gamma 
Ray (HAGAR) array at Hanle in La-

dakh which houses the Indian As-
tronomical Observatory operated 
by Indian Institute of Astrophysics, 
Bengaluru. 

It will work in tandem with 
MACE (Major Atmospheric Cer-
enkov Experiment) - a 21-metre 
diameter gamma ray imaging tel-

escope which is also under instal-
lation at Hanle. While MACE will 
operate in discovery mode looking 
at candidate sources of gamma ray 
or very faint objects, the new tel-
escope will keep an eye on blazars. 
Whenever there is any flaring activ-
ity in any of them, it will alert MACE 
which will then shift its focus to the 
active blazer. 

Gamma rays provide the best 
window to study what are called 
the non-thermal universe.Cosmic 
rays form an important compo-
nent of the non-thermal universe.It 
is thought that remnants of super-
nova explosions accelerate cosmic 
rays with energies at the lower end 
of the cosmic ray spectrum and 
that higher energy cosmic rays 
could be accelerated in active ga-
lactic nuclei. Gamma rays are also 
produced when charged particles 
are accelerated to such high ener-
gies through different processes. 
Thus the study of the gamma ray 
emissions from various celestial 
objects is expected to give a clue 
regarding the origin of cosmic rays 
and insights into the emission 
regions and emission processes 
in these sources. The details of the 
new telescope have been discussed 
in a recent paper published in Jour-
nal of Astrophysics and Astronomy. 

New York, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Researchers have devel-
oped a new “robotic skins” 
technology that allows us-
ers to turn everyday objects 
into robots as well as help 
astronauts for Mars explo-
ration where the environ-
ment is unpredictable.

The skins, developed 
and designed by research-
ers at the Yale University 
in partnership with NASA, 
could be used for every-
thing from search-and-
rescue robots to animate 
the inanimate everyday 
objects to wearable tech-
nologies.

The technology can 
also be reused to help as-
tronauts accomplish an ar-
ray of tasks with the same 
reconfigurable material.

The same skins 
used to make a ro-
botic arm out of a 
piece of foam could 
be removed and ap-
plied to create a soft 
Mars rover that can 
roll over rough ter-
rain. 

W i t h  t h e 
robotic skins 
on board, anything 
from balloons to balls 
of crumpled paper could 
potentially be made into a 
robot with a purpose.

“One of  the  main 
things I considered was 
the importance of mul-
tifunctionality, especially 
for deep space exploration 
where the environment is 
unpredictable,” said Re-
becca Kramer-Bottiglio, 
Assistant Professor at the 
varsity.

The skins are made 
from elastic sheets em-
bedded with sensors and 
actuators. They are placed 
on a deformable object -- a 
stuffed animal or a foam 
tube, for instance -- then 
the skins animate these 
objects from their surfaces. 

The makeshift robots 

can perform different tasks 
depending on the proper-
ties of the soft objects and 
how the skins are applied.

“We can take the skins 
and wrap them around one 
object to perform a task 
-- locomotion, for example 
-- and then take them off 
and put them on a different 
object to perform a differ-
ent task, such as grasping 
and moving an object,” 
Kramer-Bottiglio said. 

“We can then take those 
same skins off that 
object and 
p u t 

t h e m 
on a shirt to 
make an active wearable 
device,” she added.

The results are pub-
lished in the journal Sci-
ence Robotics.

To demonstrate the ro-
botic skins in action, the 
team created a handful 
of prototypes. These in-
clude foam cylinders that 
move like an inchworm, a 
shirt-like wearable device 
designed to correct poor 
posture, and a device with a 
gripper that can grasp and 
move objects.

Washington, Sep. 20 (IANS): Just over 
a month into its seven-year mission 
to touch the Sun, NASA’s Parker Solar 
Probe has beamed back the first-light 
data from each of its four instrument 
suites, the US space agency said. On 
September 9, Wide-field Imager for 
Solar Probe’s (WISPR) -- the only im-
ager on the probe -- door was opened, 
allowing the instrument to take the 
first images during its journey to the 
Sun.

WISPR with both 
its inner and out-

er telescope 
snapped a 

b l u e -

toned, two-panel image of space 
with stars visible throughout.  While 
the Sun is not visible in the image, it 
showed Jupiter.

Launched on August 12, Parker 
Solar Probe, NASA’s historic small car-
sized probe will journey steadily closer 
to the Sun, until it makes its closest 
approach at 3.8 million miles.

“All instruments returned data 
that not only serves for calibration, 
but also captures glimpses of what 
we expect them to measure near the 

Sun to solve the mysteries 
of the solar atmosphere, the 
corona,” said Nour Raouafi, 

the probe’s project scientist at 
the Johns Hopkins University in 

Laurel, Maryland.
While these early data are not yet 

examples of the key science observa-
tions that the probe is expected to 
transmit in December, it shows that 
each of its four instrument suites are 
working well. 

The probe also sent data back 
from its three other instruments on 
board: ISoIS, FIELDS and SWEAP 
which are all dedicated to unravelling 
the mysteries of the Sun.

ISoIS’s (pronounced “ee-sis” and 
includes the symbol for the Sun in 
its acronym) two Energetic Particle 

Instruments -- EPI-Lo and EPI-Hi 
-- cover a range of energies for these 
activity-driven particles.

EPI-Lo’s initial data shows back-
ground cosmic rays, particles that 
were energised and came rocketing 
into our solar system from elsewhere 
in the galaxy. 

Data from EPI-Hi shows detec-
tions of both hydrogen and helium 
particles from its lower-energy tel-
escopes. 

The FIELDS’ four electric field 
antennas on the front of the probe 
observed the signatures of a solar 
flare, while the SWEAP’s (Solar Wind 
Electrons Alphas and Protons), three 
instruments caught glimpses of the 
solar wind. The Parker Solar Probe’s 
first close approach to the Sun will be 
in November. 

Over the next two months, it will 
fly towards Venus, performing its first 
Venus gravity assist in early October. 

Throughout its mission, the probe 
will make six more Venus flybys and 24 
total passes by the Sun.

The probe is named after Eugene 
Parker, a solar physicist, who in 1958 
first predicted the existence of the so-
lar wind, a stream of charged particles 
and magnetic fields that flow continu-
ously from the Sun.

New Delhi, September 20 
(India Science Wire): Crop 
forecasting—prediction of 
crop production under dif-
ferent weather condition-
sthrough computer simula-
tions—can guide decisions 
to maximise production un-
der a particular weather con-
dition. Such predictions have 
become important under the 
emerging climate change 
scenario where knowledge 
about impact of changing 
weather patterns on crop 
productivity can help in min-
imizing yield loss.

A team of Indian sci-
entists, in their study pub-
lished in journal Current 
Science,have predicted that 
the yield of cotton can be 
maximized if the crop is 
sown early (by mid-May) and 
irrigated during ball forma-
tion and maturity stages in 
case of drought conditions. 
They identified the stages of 
cotton plant sensitive to wa-
ter availability by simulation 
techniques. 

The study involved ana-
lyzingrainfall patterns during 
June to September from 2002 
to 2014, which included two 
drought years (2002, 2014) 
and two excess rainfall years 
(2010, 2013).Researchers 
then collected yield data 
of three Bt cotton varieties 
- Pancham-541, RCH-791 
and SP-7007,which were 
cultivated in Hisar district of 
Haryana, during the Kharif 
season of these four years. 

It was found, through 
simulations, that early sow-
ing (Mid- May) always yield-
ed better cotton production 
as compared to late sowing 
(June). Further, it emerged 
that irrespective of sowing 
time, irrigation at ball forma-
tion stage (66 to 101 days af-
ter sowing) and again at ball 
maturation stage (101-135 
days) can increase the yield 
in case of drought condition.

“With changing climate, 
cotton crop production is 
affected which has corre-
sponding socio-economic 

impacts. This can be allevi-
ated with help of improved 
irrigation support and pest 
control management”, ex-
plained Dr. A. P Dimri, au-
thor of the study and Pro-
fessor at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University.

Water availability is one 
of the prime factors that 
determines crop produc-
tion. However, it is not eco-
nomical to go for irrigation 
throughout the season.
Consequently, such studies 
which help in understand-
ing critical stages of water 
requirement for a particular 
crop are essential to make 
better decisions in times of 
water scarcity. 

The research team in-
cludedA. Shikha (Jawaha-
rlal Nehru University), P. 
Maharana (University of 
Delhi), K. K. Singh (India 
Meteorological Department) 
and R. Niwas (Chaudhary 
Charan Singh Haryana Agri-
cultural University),besides 
Dr.Dimri. 

London, Sep. 20 (IANS): Higher consumption of gluten -- 
proteins found in wheat, rye, and barley -- by women dur-
ing pregnancy can significantly increase the risk of Type-1 
diabetes in children, a study has claimed.

The findings, led by Julie Antvorskov from the Bartholin 
Institute in Denmark, showed that children of women with 
an intake of 20g per day or more gluten had double the risk 
of developing Type-1 diabetes, compared to those with less 
than 7g per day. The risk increased proportionally with the 
mother’s gluten intake of 10g per day during pregnancy.

Animal studies revealed that a gluten-free diet during 
pregnancy almost completely prevented Type-1 diabetes in 
their offspring.  Doctors as well as public “should be aware 
of the possibility that consuming large amounts of gluten 
might be associated with an increased risk for the child to 
develop Type-1 diabetes,” the researchers stated.

In the study, published in the journal BMJ, the team 
analysed 63,529 pregnant women to examine whether glu-
ten intake during pregnancy is associated with subsequent 
risk of Type-1 diabetes in children.

Even after considering potentially influential factors 
such as mother’s age, weight (BMI), total energy intake, and 
smoking during pregnancy, 247 cases of Type-1 diabetes 
were identified (a rate of 0.37 per cent). However, it is too 
early to change dietary recommendations on gluten intake 
in pregnancy, the researchers said, suggesting the need to 
identify whether the proposed association is really driven 
by gluten or by something else in the grains or the diet. 

Toronto, Sep. 19 (IANS): Some people 
are often called lazy, because of their 
brains, say researchers who found that 
our brain is innately attracted to seden-
tary behaviours.

The findings, led by researchers from 
the University of British Columbia (UBC) 
in Canada, suggest that our brains may 
simply be wired to prefer lying on the 
couch and that human brains work 
harder to pick physical activity over 
relaxation.

“We knew from previous studies that 
people are faster at avoiding sedentary 
behaviours and moving towards active 
behaviours,” said Matthieu Boisgontier, 
a postdoctoral researcher at UBC. 

“The exciting novelty of our study 
is that it shows this faster avoidance of 
physical inactivity comes at a cost -- and 
that is an increased involvement of brain 
resources. These results suggest that our 
brain is innately attracted to sedentary 
behaviours,” Boisgontier said. 

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Neuropsychologia, the team re-
cruited young adults, and made them 
sit in front of a computer, and gave them 

control of an on-screen avatar. 
They then flashed small images, one 

a time, that depicted either physical ac-
tivity or physical inactivity. Subjects had 
to move the avatar as quickly as possible 
towards the pictures of physical activity 
and away from the pictures of physical 
inactivity--and then vice versa.

Meanwhile, electrodes recorded 
what was happening in their brains. 

Participants were generally faster at 
moving toward active pictures and away 
from lazy pictures, but brain-activity 
readouts called electroencephalograms 
showed that doing the latter required 
their brains to work harder.

Boisgontier noted that the failure of 
public policies to counteract the pan-
demic of physical inactivity may be due 
to brain processes that have been devel-
oped and reinforced across evolution.

However, the question is whether 
people’s brains can be re-trained or not. 

“Anything that happens automatically 
is difficult to inhibit, even if you want to, 
because you don’t know that it is happen-
ing. But knowing that it is happening is 
an important first step,” Boisgontier said.

New York, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Older adults can prevent 
their risk of strokes by tak-
ing a daily stroll for just 35 
minutes a day or four hours 
a week, say researchers.

Indulging in moderate 
physical activity, such as 
swimming, brisk walking, 
or running two to three 
hours a week may also re-
duce the severity of strokes 
than people who are physi-
cally inactive. 

“Stroke is a major cause 
of serious disability, so 
finding ways to prevent 
stroke or reduce the dis-
ability caused by stroke are 
important,” said Katharina 
S. Sunnerhagen, from the 
University of Gothenburg 
in Sweden. 

“While exercise benefits 
health in many ways, our 
research suggests that even 
simply getting in a small 
amount of physical activity 
each week may have a big 
impact later by possibly 
reducing the severity of a 
stroke,” she added.

For the study, published 
in the journal Neurology, 

the team identified 925 
people with an average age 
of 73 who had a stroke. 

Of the 481 people who 
were physically inactive, 
354 or 73 per cent had mild 
stroke. Of the 384 who en-
gaged in light physical ac-
tivity, 330 or 85 per cent 
had mild stroke. Of the 59 
people who engaged in 
moderate physical activity, 
53 or 89 per cent had mild 
stroke. 

People who engaged in 
light to moderate physical 
activity before their stroke 
were twice as likely to have 
a mild stroke rather than a 
moderate or severe stroke 
when compared to people 
who were physically inac-
tive, the researchers said. 

“ T h e re  i s  a  g r ow -
ing body of evidence that 
physical activity may have 
a protective effect on the 
brain and our research adds 
to that evidence,” Sunner-
hagen said.  The study does 
not prove that physical ac-
tivity reduces stroke sever-
ity; it only shows an associa-
tion, she noted.

Washington, Sep. 19 
(IANS): NASA has launched 
a new interactive website 
that lets users explore how 
space technology impacts 
everyday life on Earth.

The new website, called 
NASA Home and City, fea-
tures about 130 spinoff 
technologies in a virtual 
space, allowing users to 
tour through buildings and 
rooms to discover com-
mon items that NASA in-
spired or helped improve, 
the agency said in a state-

ment on Tuesday. 
These spinoffs are 

commercial products that 
apply NASA technology 
originally developed for 
studying and exploring 
space.

“Introducing NASA 
Home and City! A brand 
new interactive website 
where you can explore 
all the ways NASA ben-
efits you in your daily life,” 
NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine, said in a tweet. 

“From GPS to air-

planes, from baby formu-
la to the camera in your 
phone, NASA technology is 
all around you!” he added 

The US agency’s col-
laboration with commer-
cial companies has helped 
bring space technology 
back to Earth for over 50 
years. 

These range from water 
filtration systems, original-
ly designed to purify water 
for the Apollo astronauts to 
durable wind turbines, de-
signed with Mars in mind 

to the selfie taking camera, 
the report said. 

“Our space technology 
continues to improve life 
on Earth,” said Jim Reu-
ter, the acting associate 
administrator of NASA’s 
Space Technology Mission 
Directorate. 

“NASA Home and City 
is a place of discovery for 
people, and especially 
students, who have ever 
wondered why space ex-
ploration should matter to 
them,” Reuter noted.

Need to ban sale of energy 
drinks to kids — Expert

New gamma-ray telescope coming up in Ladakh

New multifunctional robotic ‘skins’ can assist in Mars exploration
NASA’s Parker Solar Probe sends back first images

Early sowing can increase cotton yield —  Study

High gluten diet in pregnancy 
may up diabetes risk in kids

Human brains are naturally 
attracted to laziness — Study

Walking just 35 mins. 
daily can reduce 
stroke risk in elderly

NASA’s new website shows how space 
tech impacts people’s day-to-day lives

A view of upcoming MACE telescope next to the Hagar array at Hanle in Ladakh.The 
new 4 meter telescope will also be installed in this area. 
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Indian table tennis player Manika Batra during a function, in New Delhi, Thursday, Sept 20, 2018.
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Manchester City suffer shock home defeat 
to Lyon in Champions League opener

Arjuna Award is recognition of my hard work  —Paddler Manika Batra

Bayern has good start, beats Benfica 2-0

State Level Indigenous 
Wrestling Competition to 
be held in Senapati

Asia Cup: India eyeing 
perfect start to Super-4 stage

Vanguard FC takes on Nerhema 
FC in Kenguruse final today

Srikanth, Sindhu advance 
at China Open badminton

Kohli, Mirabai named for Khel Ratna

Tagliafico scores brace in 
Ajax's 3-0 win over AEK Athens

M a n c h e s t e r,  S e p .  2 0 
(IANS): French Ligue 1 side 
Olympique Lyon stunned 
English champions Man-
chester City 2-1 in their UEFA 
Champions League group F 
match at the Etihad stadium 
in Manchester.

France's World Cup win-
ner Nabil Fekir scored from 
a brilliant long distance 
strike just before half-time 
to double Lyon's lead after 
Maxwel Cornet had opened 
the scoring, capitalizing on 
Fabian Delph's failure to 
clear a cross at the back post 
on Wednesday night.

Those goals came after 
the visitors had weathered 
an early storm, during which 

City hit the post and forced 
Lyon goalkeeper into a cou-
ple of smart saves, reports 
Efe news.

Bernardo Silva pulled a 
goal back for the hosts in the 
67th minute, burying Leroy 
Sane's pull back, to set up an 
anxious finish.City pressed 
for an equalizer, but were 
only able to test Lopes from 
a distance.

"The key was our togeth-
erness, we were together as a 
group, and worked hard for 
one another, and we man-
aged to control the intensi-
ty", Lyon captain Nabil Fekir 
told UEFA.com.

Manchester City as-
sistant coach Mikel Arteta, 

speaking to BT Sport, rued 
his side's missed opportu-
nities as they became the 
first English team to lose 
four consecutive Champions 
League matches. Arteta took 
charge in the absence of 
head coach Pep Guardiola, 
who was watching from the 
stands as he completed a 
touchline ban which carried 
over from last season.

"We saw two very dif-
ferent halves. We conceded 
many counter attacks and 
at this level you get pun-
ished. In the second half we 
dominated and played in the 
opponent's half and created 
many chances", Arteta told 
BT Sport.

Lisbon, Sep. 20 (IANS): German football 
club Bayern Munich won their first match 
of the 2018-19 UEFA Champions League 
season against Portugal's Benfica 2-0 in 
Lisbon. The first half of the match saw 
the total control of Bayern Munich, and 
Benfica's bad start became worse when 
Bayern's Polish striker Lewandowski 
marked the first goal in the 10th minute 
on Wednesday, reports Efe news. 

The second half followed the same 
script, with Bayern's Portuguese mid-
fielder Renato Sanches scoring the sec-
ond goal in the 53rd minute.

Sanches, a former Benfica player and 
one of the main protagonists of Portugal's 
victory in the UEFA Euro 2016, put his 
hands up in apology to the home fans 
for the 2-0 score and was unable to hold 
back his tears.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The much-awaited sporting 
extravaganza, the State Level 
Indigenous Open Wrestling 
Competition, will be held at 
Senapati (Tahamzam) Mini 
Stadium, Manipur from 
Sep. 25 - 28th where more 
than hundred wrestlers both 
from Manipur and other 
states will participate for 
the championship title. A 
total of INR 5,20,000 will be 
given away as prizes to the 
winners.

The event will be organ-
ised by the Senapati District 
Wrestling Association and 
hosted by Viewland Veteran 
Club.

According to the organ-
isers, 83 wrestlers from Ma-
nipur have registered so 
far. More than 20 wrestlers 
from Nagaland and other 
states are also expected 
to participate. This time 
round, the competition will 
be judged by well-known 
traditional wrestling cham-
pions from Nagaland viz. 
Vekhriyi Chuzho, Suhroneyi 
Shoho, Visevo Zashumo, Ke-
neingulie Nagi, Kope Kronu 
and Zehoto Kikhi. All the 
Naga wrestlers, who will 
judge the competition, are 

well-known wrestlers who 
have won the many wres-
tling championships held in 
Nagaland state.  

The organisers also in-
formed that a host of dig-
nitaries from the Manipur 
state government and oth-
ers will grace and witness 
the competition. Prominent 
among them are the Ma-
nipur Dy. Chief Minister, Y 
Joykumar Singh; Minister 
for Youth and Sports Affairs, 
Manipur, Letpao Haokip; 
Minister TD and Hills,  N. 
Kayisii; Nagaland Wrestling 
Association (NWA) Presi-
dent, Neivikolie Khatsii; All 
Manipur Traditional Belt 
Wrestling Association (AM-
TBWA) Secretary, Ch. Ibohal 
Singh, and others. 

There competition will 
be held in two categories: 
heavyweight (above 65 kg) 
and lightweight (below 65 
kg). The prize money for 
both the categories will be: 
1st prize: INR 1,00,000; 2nd 
prize: INR 70,000; 3rd prize: 
INR 50,000; 4th prize: INR 
30,000. A consolation prize 
of INR 5,000 will also be 
given to four wrestlers from 
both the categories, the or-
ganisers stated. 

Dubai, Sep. 20 (IANS): An 
upbeat India will be eyeing 
another convincing victory 
over Bangladesh in their 
first game of the Super four 
round of the 2018 Asia Cup 
at the Dubai International 
Cricket Stadium here on 
Friday.

After a lacklusture show 
against minnows Hong 
Kong, the defending cham-
pions led by stand-in cap-
tain Rohit Sharma, rode on 
an all-round show to out-
class arch-rivals Pakistan by 
eight wickets on Wednesday.

India however, should 
be careful on Friday as the 
Mashrafe Mortaza-led Ban-
gladeshis are well known 
party spoilers.

The Indian bowlers dis-
appointed in the contest 
against Hong Kong, but rose 
to the occasion when it mat-
tered the most and were 
flawless against the Sarfaraz 
Ahmed-led side.

Moreover, seamers Bhu-
vaneshwar Kumar and Jas-
prit Bumrah got a surprise 
support from part-time 
spinner Kedar Jadav, who 
came as a shocking element 
against Pakistan with figures 
of 3/23 from his nine overs.

The batsmen have more 
or less been good so far and 
opener Shikhar Dhawan 
presently leads the run-
scorer charts with 173 runs 
from two innings. skipper 

Rohit fell cheaply in the first 
game but struck a fine half 
century on Wednesday.

The middle order com-
prising Ambati Rayudu and 
Dinesh Karthik too, look in 
good touch with the bat.

The Indian team man-
agement will face a diffi-
cult task in finding a perfect 
team combination on Fri-
day as they now miss the 
services of all-rounder Har-
dik Pandya, who has been 
ruled out of the tournament 
due to a back injury.

Rohit will be well aware 
that Bangladesh is no lon-
ger a team of the past as the 
Mortaza-led side came with 
a clinical show against Sri 
Lanka and boast of some 
quality players in their 
squad. With the likes of 
Mushfiqur Rahim, Shakib 
Al Hasan and Mohammad 
Mithun, the team has the 
capability of chasing or put-
ting high scores on board.

Also, quality pace bowl-
ing in Mustafizur Rahaman 
and Rubel Hossain with the 
support of left-arm spinner 
Shakib carries the poten-
tial of posing some serious 
damage to the Indian bat-
ting line-up.

Come Friday, crowds 
can expect another thrill-
ing contest when the two 
tournament favourites clash 
in Asia's biggest cricketing 
event.

Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): Defending champions Van-
guard FC Tseminyu clashed against runners up of the 
Kohima district Nerhema Village FC in the final match of 
the 4th Capt Kenguruse Memorial Football Tournament 
(state level) at the Kohima local ground on Friday.

The tournament is organised by the Assam Rifles to 
honour the late soldier Captain Neikezhakuo Kengruse, 
Maha Vir Chakra who sacrificed his life for the country 
during the Kargil war in 1999.

The closing ceremony will begin from 1:15 pm 
onwards at the local ground with Lieutenant General 
Abhay Krishna, PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, SM, VSM, General 
Officer Commander-in-Chief, Eastern Command as the 
special guest.  

Changzhou (China), Sep. 20 
(IANS):  India's singles shut-
tlers Kidambi Srikanth and 
P.V. Sindhu advanced while 
mixed doubles and men's 
doubles pairs bowed out of 
the $1 million China Open 
World Tour Super 1000 tour-
nament here Thursday.

Srikanth defeated Sup-
panyu Avihingsanon of 
Thailand 21-12, 15-21, 24-
22 in a marathon match 
which lasted around an 
hour while Rio Olympic sil-
ver medallist Sindhu edged 
past Thailand's Busanan 
Ongbamrungphan 21-23, 
21-13, 21-18 in another 
match.

In mixed doubles cate-
gory, Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Ashwini Ponnappa 
bowed out of the meet, 
losing to Zheng Siwei and 
Huang Yaqiong of China 14-
21, 11-21 in straight games 
while second pair Pranaav 
Jerry Chopra and N. Sikki 
Reddy lost to Mathias Chris-
tiansen Christinna Peder-
sen of Denmark.

It was end of roads for 
the men's doubles pair of 
Manu Attri and B. Sumeeth 
Reddy as they lost their 
match to Chen Hung Ling 
and Wang Chi-Lin of Chi-
nese Taipei 9-21, 10-21 to 
crash out.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (IANS): The Sports 
Ministry on Thursday approved the 
names of Indian cricket captain Virat 
Kohli and ace weightlifter Saikhom 
Mirabai Chanu for the country's high-
est sporting honour -- Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna -- ard, which will be given 
away by President Ram Nath Kovind 
at a specially organised function at the 
Rashtrapati Bhawan on Tuesday.

Both Kohli and Chanu will be pre-
sented a cash prize of Rs 7.5 lakh each 
apart from a medal and a citation.

The ministry also released the 
names of 20 Arjuna awardees for the 
year which includes star woman crick-
eter Smriti Mandhana, sprinter Hima 

Das, javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra 
and table tennis star Manika Batra, 
among others.

Apart from these four, the others 
are Indian hockey stars Manpreet 
Singh and Savita Punia, long dis-
tance runner Jinson Johnson, shuttler 
N.Sikki Reddy, boxer Satish Kumar, 
golfer Shubhankar Sharma, Ravi Ra-
thore (Polo), shooters Rahi Sarnobat, 
Ankur Mittal, Shreyasi Singh, pad-
dler G.Sathiyan, tennis star Rohan 
Bopanna, wrestler Sumit and Pooja 
Kadian (Wushu).

Para athletes Ankur Dhama and 
Manoj Sarkar will also be awarded the 
Arjuna award, that includes a certifi-

cate and a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh each.
Among the winners  of  the 

Dronacharya awards are boxing coach 
Chenanda Achaiah Kuttappa, Vijay 
Sharma (Weightlifting), A. Srinivasa 
Rao (TT) and Sukhdev Singh Pannu 
(Athletics).

The ministry also named Clarence 
Lobo (Hockey), Tarak Sinha (Cricket), 
Jiwan Kumar Sharma (Judo) and V.R. 
Beedu (Athletics) for the Dronacharya 
Award for Lifetime Achievement.

Satyadev Prasad (Archery), Bharat 
Kumar Chetri (Hockey), Bobby Aloy-
sius (Athletics) and Chougale Dadu 
Dattatray ( Wrestling) have been 
named for the Dhyan Chand Award.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Elated after being among 
those selected for this 
year's prestigious Arjuna 
Award, star paddler Manika 
Batra on Thursday said it 
was a recognition to her 
hard work over the years.

The 23-year-old Manika 
recently scripted history by 
becoming the first Indian 
woman paddler to win an 
Asian Games medal when 
she paired up with veteran 
Achanta Sharath Kamal to 
bag the bronze in the mixed 
doubles competition.

"It's a real pleasure to 
be selected for this year's 
Arjuna Award. I am excited 
to receive the award," Man-
ika told IANS after being 
signed as the latest face of 
Herbalife Nutrition.

"This is a recognition 

of my hard work, and the 
medals which I won in the 
Commonwealth Games 
and the Asian Games. This 
is the time to be happy and 
excited," she added.

Manika has also proved 
that her Commonwealth 
Games (CWG) success, 
where she emerged as the 
country's top performer 
with four medals -- a gold 
each in women's singles 
and women's team event, 
silver in women's doubles, 
and a bronze in mixed dou-
bles -- was not a fluke and 
clearly she is the next big 
thing in table tennis. 

Despite grabbing eye-
balls with her brilliant 
performances this season, 
Manika has an unfulfilled 
dream which she is striving 
hard to achieve.

Amsterdam (Netherlands), Sep. 20 
(IANS): Nicolas Tagliafico scored two 
goals to lead Ajax to a 3-0 home victory 
over AEK Athens in Group E action in the 
Champions League, Europe's premier 
club football competition.

The score on Wednesday night was 
an accurate reflection of the action on 
the field at Johan Cruyff Stadium, with 
AEK doing its utmost to keep Ajax in 
check in the first half but falling by the 
wayside after Tagliafico opened the scor-
ing just after the intermission.

The hosts were in attack mode 
from the outset, using quick passing in 
midfield and seeking out combinations 
that - particularly in the second half - 
led them to AEK's penalty box, reports 
Efe news.

The visitors, meanwhile, looked for 
Ezequiel Ponce to lead them on the 
counter-attack when Ajax's defensive 
line crept too far forward, but the Ar-
gentine forward was mostly unaccom-

panied on the opposing team's side 
of the field and unable to convert any 
opportunities.

Ajax's first goal came when Tagliafico 
took advantage of a failed off-side trap 
and volleyed home a pass into the area 
from David Neres in the 46th minute.

The home side then got a further lift 
when Donny van de Beek came on as a 
substitute for Klaas-Jan Huntelaar at the 
one-hour mark and scored 15 minutes 
later by volleying home a pass from Ser-
bian midfielder Dusan Tadic.

With the game already decided and 
time winding down, Tagliafico scored 
on the full run from the left edge of the 
penalty box on a long-range, dipping 
shot over the outstretched arms of AEK 
goalkeeper Vasilis Barkas.

Ajax is currently in first place in 
Group E with three points. AEK, which 
is back in the Champions League group 
stage for the first time in 12 years, is in 
the last place with zero points.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

"From here on, the 
main target is to improve 
on my world ranking and 
find myself in the top-30 
or top-20. With a better 
world ranking, I will have 
better chances at the Tokyo 
Olympics. 

"The dream is to be 
among the top-10 in the 
world. I have the National 
Ranking zonals and then 
the Pro Tours where the 
focus will be mainly on im-
proving my world ranking," 
said Manika, who is cur-
rently ranked World No.56.

When prodded on the 
level of competition in the 
CWG and the Asiad, and 
how eventually she man-
aged to break the shack-
les at Jakarta, Manika 
explained: "The level of 
competition in the Com-

monwealth Games and 
Asian Games is totally dif-
ferent."

"In the CWG, the battle 
is mainly against the Sin-
gapore paddlers whereas 
in Asiad, all the table ten-
nis powerhouses com-
pete, which makes it really 
tough," she added.

Rating her Asian Games 
medal as the "greatest 
achievement" till date, 
Manika was however can-
did enough to admit that 
she wasn't at her fittest self 
during the Asian Games.

"Even during the Asian 
Games, I felt I lack on the 
fitness standards of the 
Chinese and other Asian 
paddlers. I have to work 
more on my reflexes and 
movements.

"I am currently focus-

sing on my agility and fit-
ness with my fitness coach 
Subodh More with an eye 
to match to the standards 
of the Chinese," she added.

On being quizzed if her 
height is the secret of her 
being touted as the next 
big thing in the table tennis 
world, the 5' 11'' paddler 
said it works both ways 
for her.

"My height works both 
ways...it is advantageous 
as the taller players have 
a better reach and require 
less movement but at the 
same time there is a nega-
tive which is we are more 
prone to back and knee 
injuries. I suffered from 
back pain recently but have 
worked on that and now 
I'm back to full fitness," she 
recounted.


