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These file images show the derelict paper mill at Tuli in Mokokchung district. Nagaland’s only heavy production factory, and by extension the paper industry in the state, is reportedly headed for closure.
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Citizens in Kohima town rally for justice at a public procession that was organised by community organisations on Wednesday protesting the 
killing of a police officer.
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
Thousands of people took 
to the streets in Nagaland’s 
capital town Kohima on 
Wednesday in a silent pro-
cession demanding justice 
for a police officer, Neiphret-
uo Metsie-o, who was found 
dead on September 15.

The procession was 
called by the Angami Public 
Organisation (APO) follow-
ing the capture of two per-
sons accused of killing the 
officer. The accused were 
identified as a Yuireingam 
Shimray and one Ringth-
inchon.

In a display of solidarity, 
hundreds of people from 
different communities 
joined the Angami people 
in the two-kilometre pro-
cession, which commenced 
from the old MLA Hostel 
junction till the BSNL office 
below the chief minister’s 
official residence, where the 
APO submitted a memo-
randum to the state’s Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio. 

The crowd converged 
at the old MLA Hostel junc-
tion and held a brief func-
tion where the APO’s Presi-
dent Kepelhousie Terhüja, 
Angami Youth Organisa-
tion’s (AYO) President Nein-
guvotuo Krose, and Chie-
chama Village Council’s 
Chairman Neitso Sogotsu 
addressed the gathering. 
They shared the sentiment 
that the killing of Metsie-o, 
a law enforcer, deeply hurt 
the sentiments of the An-

gami community. They ac-
knowledged the citizens of 
Kohima who had come out 
to stand in solidarity with 
the community, denounc-
ing the killing as an act that 
has no place in the society.

In its memorandum to 
the chief minister, the APO 
‘outrightly’ condemned the 
alleged murder of Metsie-o 
on the September 7 and 
demanded that the state’s 
government provide every 
detail of the investigation 
report. The organisation 
stated it was aware that 
“there are elements at play 
which have abetted and are 
complicit to this crime.”

The organization also 
expressed concern that not 
one CCTV camera installed 
at the entry and exit points 
of the capital town were 
functioning. It demanded 
that the government im-
mediately install “hi-tech 
state-of-the-art CCTV cam-
eras” in all the exit and entry 
points of Kohima particu-
larly in the state’s border 
areas with Manipur.

“We shall not accept 
anything less than the se-
verest punishment to the 
two criminals. We strong-
ly warn that any external 
forces interfering in the 
investigating process or 
anyone trying to bail out the 
culprits shall be doing so at 
their own risk. We trust your 
government would initiate 
all necessary measures to 
immediately deliver jus-
tice and avoid the matter 
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going beyond control for 
the larger interest of peace 
and good sense,” the APO 
asserted.

Mob vandalises district jail
After the procession follow-
ing the submission of the 
memorandum to the chief 
minister, a group of youths 
tried to break into the Ko-
hima district jail, claiming 
that the two accused were 
being lodged there. 

The unruly group van-
dalised the district jail’s 
premises and partially 

damaged several vehicles 
belonging to prison au-
thorities. Police personnel 
assisted by AYO volunteers, 
brought the situation under 
control. The two main ac-
cused were apprehended 
from neighbouring Ma-
nipur and Assam states the 
previous week and have 
been brought to the cus-
tody of the Nagaland police.

Although they were dis-
persed, some of the unruly 
mob continued to harass 
shopkeepers and passers-
by as they made their way 

back to the town. They al-
legedly stopped random 
vehicles and harassed the 
public. 

Gripped by tension of a 
possible communal back-
lash, heavy security has 
been deployed to several 
areas of the town. Accord-
ing to updates from the 
district administration, the 
situation has been brought 
under control.

Media person harassed; 
journalists flay
A news editor of a national 

media house who was cov-
ering the procession was 
harassed by some of the 
mob, besides partially dam-
aging the vehicle she was 
travelling in. 

Following the incident, 
the Kohima Press Club 
(KPC) has expressed dis-
may at the unwarranted 
behavior shown to one of 
its members on duty. 

“The incident hap-
pened after the procession 
got over and movement 
of vehicles had resumed 
when a group of rowdy 

protesters stopped the car 
carrying the news editor, 
demanding to know where 
she was from. Even after 
she identified herself as a 
media person who was on 
duty, several unidentified 
protesters went around the 
vehicle and broke the rear 
windshield with some blunt 
objects,” a statement from 
the KPC said.

The organization called 
it ‘highly unfortunate’ that 
during public demonstra-
tions, processions, or agita-
tions, media persons on 
duty are blatantly harassed 
and targeted for no reason. 

“The KPC is seized with 
apprehension that such un-
ruly actions bring to ques-
tion the safety and security 
of journalists, particularly in 
a society and state like ours 
which professes freedom of 
the media along with the 
rest of the country.

“While we condemn 
the act meted out on our 
member, we appeal to all 
responsible authorities, 
public leaders and the pub-
lic in general, to respect 
each other’s rights and du-
ties, and uphold the func-
tioning and growth of the 
Fourth Estate. After all, we 
the media fraternity are in 
the service of the public, 
including those protesting 
crowd/individuals who will 
be relying on us to present 
the correct picture of the 
happenings to the readers 
and to the world at large,” 
the KPC reminded.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland 
PB Acharya has donated a 
sum of INR one lakh to the 
Government Hindi Institute 
in Dimapur to establish 
awards for meritorious stu-
dents. The governor an-
nounced this during an in-
teraction with the principal 
and officials from the only 
government Hindi institute 
in Nagaland, at the Raj Bha-
van on September 19. 

The public relations cell 
of the Raj Bhavan issued 
a press release informing 
about the event. 

The governor appreciat-
ed the teachers and officials 
of the institute for impart-
ing training to pre-service 
indigenous Naga candi-
dates ‘for Hindi teaching,’ 
the press release began. “He 
opined that all languages 
were equal and stated that 
our Mother Tongue is our 
identity and we should re-
spect all languages.” 

The governor congrat-
ulated the institute and 
encouraged its teachers to 
continue working toward 
linking the people of the 
country through the na-
tional language. Likewise, 
Acharya acknowledged the 
‘keen interest taken by the 
Nagas in learning the lan-
guage.’   

The principal of the 
Hindi institute, Gulab 
Chandra, informed the gov-
ernor that the institute was 
established in 1968. It is all 
set to celebrate its golden 
jubilee in the month of No-
vember this year, the state-
ment read. According to the 
updates, ‘He also stated that 
the staffing pattern is man-
aged by the department of 
School Education, Naga-
land while its curriculum 
was affiliated with Central 
Institute of Hindi Agra since 
its inception.’  

Chandra highlighted 
the institution’s infrastruc-
ture, stating that it was in 
urgent need of a ‘proper 
building with class rooms, 
office and toilets as the 
present building is in a very 
bad shape.’ 

The institution has re-
quested the governor’s as-
sistance in constructing a 
new building for the insti-
tute. Governor Acharya as-
sured to take the matter to 
the authorities in concern, 
the updates stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 19: In what would come as a relief for 
over 40 lakh people whose names were not in the fi-
nal draft of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in 
Assam, the Supreme Court of India has on Wednes-
day directed submission of claims for inclusion of 
names in the list starting September 25.

A total of 40,07,707 people were found missing 
in the final draft of the NRC in Assam, which was 
released on July 30 2018. This resulted in an uproar 
from those who were left out of the list.

Sensing the magnitude of the issue, the Supreme 
Court bench comprising Justices Ranjan Gogoi 
and RF Nariman has given a 60-day window 
to those whose names were not found in the 
previous NRC draft, to claim inclusion of their 
names in the list. Filing claims and objections 
will start on September 25. The apex court will 
hear the matter again on October 23.

The final draft of the NRC in Assam caused 
widespread worry among neighbouring states 
like Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya 
and Arunachal Pradesh over fears that it would 
lead to influx of illegal immigrants into the 
states.  

The authorities in Nagaland had geared up 
mechanism to streamline the ILP system in the 
state to check the possible influx of illegal im-
migrants after the NRC in Assam was released. 
District administrators have set up special task 

forces to detect illegal immigrants, with the help of 
civil society and student organisations, and regional 
leaders. A separate committee has been set up under 
the leadership of commissioner-secretary to chief 
minister, Abhishek Singh, to streamline the system 
of ILP in the state. 

The Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) had also 
conducted several rallies demanding that the gov-
ernment expedite action against a possible influx of 
‘illegal immigrants’ into the state. Furthermore, the 
NSF and various other organisations are demanding 
inclusion of Dimapur district in the ambit of the ILP.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Police Service As-
sociation (NPSA) has expressed 
displeasure at what it alleged 
was the state government’s plan 
to promote the DIG for Fire and 
Emergency Services (F&ES), to 
Inspector General (F&ES). The 
organization stated that the pro-
posal to promote the officer was 
listed among agenda during the 
Nagaland Cabinet’s meeting that 
was held on September 19 2018.

The association said in a 
statement that it vehemently 
objects to the move of the gov-
ernment to promote the DIG 
and demands rejection of it due 
to several reasons.

The organization stated 
that the ex-cadre post of IGP 
(Fire Services) was created and 
sanctioned by the government 
of Nagaland for the Nagaland 
Police Service (NPS) Cadre 
through a notification from 
Home ministry in 2011 after 
the Cabinet’s approval in 2010 
and subsequent clearance from 

the Personnel and Administra-
tive Reforms Department.  It 
claimed that “several represen-
tations and memoranda for en-
cadrement of the said ex-cadre 
post into the regular Nagaland 
Police Service Cadre and post-
ing of NPS officers has been 
submitted by the association to 
the government over the years.” 
The association requested the 
government to act on the or-
der instead of “creating more 
hurdles.”

The association has claimed 
that it had been demanding 
posting senior most NPS offic-
ers to hold the charge of IGP 
(Fire Services), stated to be va-
cant currently. It is justified 
considering the lack of officers 
of appropriate seniority in the 
state, the group stated, which 
has ‘created a situation where 
all senior duty posts from DIGP 
and above is made to hold cur-
rent charge of the post.’ 

The NPSA stated: “There 
cannot be two different yard-

sticks for the NPS officers who 
are equally qualified and expe-
rienced to hold the post.”

The association said that it 
has no malaise to sabotage the 
career growth of any deserving 
state officer. It is displeased 
with the proposal to promote 
the officer, stated to have been 
promoted to DIG (F&ES) in 2010 
in only his 15 years of service, to 
IG (F&ES), which is a sanctioned 
post of the NPS Cadre. That too 
“within 20 years of service will 
be unprecedented for a state 
officer and comparable to the 
time-bound career progression 
of an IPS Cadre officer.”

 “If any decision is taken on 
the purposed promotion con-
trary to the rightful demand of 
the association as stated above, 
the NPSA shall be compelled to 
take recourse to legal or con-
stitutional remedies to redress 
their genuine demand,” the 
statement from the NPSA read 
as it requested the government 
to abort the proposal.

•	 Land	documents
•	 Permanent	Residence	Certificate
•	 Life	Insurance	Policy	of	LIC
•	 Passport	issued	by	the	government	of	India
•	 Any	licence/certificate	issued	by	any	government	

authority
•	 Documents	showing	service	or	employment	under	

government or PSU
•	 Bank	or	post	office	account
•	 Birth	Certificate	issued	by	competent	authority
•	 Educational	certificate	issued	by	board	or	university
•	 Record	or	processes	of	judicial	or	revenue	court

(All the above documents have to be in existence up 
to midnight of March 24, 1971)

Ten documents required for NRC enrolment

Company Ltd (NPPCL) Tuli, 
has been non operational 
since 1992. However, after 
various efforts, a revival 
package was approved in 
2003 amounting to Rs 489 
crore. This package could 
not, however, materialize 
till date despite constant 
pressure from the Nagaland 

government," Rio stated in 
his letter.

He said that of the Rs 
489 crore package, the Cen-
tre had initially released Rs 
100 crore but the HPC man-
agement had diverted Rs 60 
crore to other subsidiaries 
while the remaining Rs 40 
crore was used to pay off 

salary arrears of the mill's 
employees.

‘Now the state govern-
ment has learnt that the 
ministry of Heavy Industries 
has decided to approach 
the Cabinet for closure of 
the mill. It would be unfair 
to leave out NPPCL Tuli, 
the only heavy industry in 

Nagaland,’ Rio said.
Earlier, replying to a 

question raised by opposi-
tion MLA Imtiwapang Aier, 
Rio informed the House 
that there was no progress 
on the revival of Tuli Paper 
Mill.

Rio,  who is also in 
charge of the Industries & 

Commerce department, 
said that the department 
of Heavy Industries’ secre-
tary convened a meeting 
on March 21 to decide the 
future course of action on 
the NPPCL.

It was decided in the 
meeting that a Cabinet 
committee of economic 

affairs note for closure of 
NPPCL be prepared expedi-
tiously by the department of 
Heavy Industries.

On May 14, NITI Aayog 
also convened a meeting 
with the HPC, the depart-
ment of Heavy Industries, 
and the chief secretary of 
Nagaland on the mill’s issue.

Kohima, Sep. 19 (PTI): Na-
galand's only heavy indus-
try — Tuli Paper Mill — is 
staring at closure as all ef-
forts to revive it bore no 
fruit, Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio has said.

According to Rio, the 
Centre has already decided 
to approach the Cabinet for 
closure of the mill, which 
has been defunct since 
1992.

Tuli Paper Mill is a sub-
sidiary of state-run Hin-
dustan Paper Corporation 
(HPC) and has 99 employ-
ees on its payroll.

Tabling a set of docu-
ments in the state’s assem-
bly on Tuesday, Rio said that 
the state government had 
repeatedly written to the 
Centre concerning the mill's 
revival. At least four letters 
were written by former 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
during 2015 and 2016, he 
said.

The latest letter to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
was written by Rio on April 
6 this year.

"Unfortunately, the 
Nagaland Pulp and Paper 

When contacted, NPP-
CL CEO Mohan Jha said 
that the mill was headed for 
closure.

"The mill will be closed 
down. We hope a good vol-
untary retirement package 
is offered to the employees," 
Jha told PTI.

Rio said that the first 
phase of revival process 
started with the produc-
tion of bamboo chips, with 
the release of Rs 100 crore 
on September 19, 2013 to 
HPC by the Centre. The 
state had also provided its 
equity share amounting to 
Rs 23 crore in two install-
ments of Rs 12 crore in 
2014-15 and Rs 11 crore in 
2015-16.

Out of the Rs 100 crore 
sanctioned for the NPPCL, 
Rs 60 crore was diverted by 
the HPC and the Nagaland 
government had to infuse 
Rs 1.2 crore for payment of 
salaries to prevent serious 
law and order situation, 
Rio said.

He said that the pay-
ment of salary and wages 
of 99 employees is pending 
since July 2017.
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BJP Nagaland Officials after the distribution of vehicles on Sep. 19.

NSF officials along with others at Naga club building after the press conference.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The chorus of condemna-
tion over the murder of 
Late Neiphretuo Metsie-o, 
police inspector of 5th 
NAP, whose dead body was 
recovered on Sep. 17 con-
tinues as different organi-
sation on Wed. sent in let-
ters of condemnation and 
condolences to the media 
houses. Late. Metsie-o 
went missing on Sep. 7 
and his decomposed body 
was recovered on Sep. 17 in 
Phek district. Two accused 
-- Yuireingam Ronra Shim-
ray and Ringthingchon 
-- have been arrested and 
are currently under police 
custody. 

In separate press notes, 
the Lotha Hoho (apex or-
ganisation of the Lotha 
community), the ‘Public 

of Pfutsero Area’, Naga-
land Peace Centre and the 
Dimasa Public Organisa-
tion Nagaland all strongly 
condemned the murder of 
the police officer. 

The organisations de-
manded the law enforcing 
agencies to award the most 
stringent of punishment to 
the two culprits involved in 
the crime. They also appre-
ciated the police for nab-
bing the culprits within no 
time and also the public 
for assisting the law en-
forcing agencies in solving 
the crime. 

The organisations fur-
ther extended heartfelt 
condolences to the be-
reaved family members 
and prayed for the depart-
ed soul to rest in eternal 
peace. 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The 7th Nagaland Spell-
ing Bee Competition 2018 
organized by Fountain 
Club Kohima in partner-
ship with the SCERT will 
be held on Sept. 27 and 28b 
at the Capital Convention 
Centre Kohima. 

A press release issued 
by the All Nagaland State 
Teachers’ Association (AN-
STA) Treasurer, Temjenya-
pang and Info. Publicity 
Secy. Neithonuo Yhome, 

In this connection al-
together 26 Govt. Schools 
have been selected to take 
part in the competition 
and the selected schools 
have already been inti-
mated with all necessary 
information by the organ-
izer. 

Saying that since the 
forthcoming competition 
is organized in order to 
enrich the knowledge of 
the students and upgrade 
their learning abilities, the 
ANSTA urged all the se-
lected govt. schools to take 
active part in the competi-
tion with well preparation.

The ANSTA further 
stated that all details of 
competition rules and reg-
ulations along with entry 
form can be downloaded 
from www.fountainclub.in 
or www.morungexpress.

com. Forms can be mailed 
to: fountainclub kma@
gmail.com. For further 
information contacts# 94
36409186/9436604982/94
36650173. 

The Name of the govt. 
schools that will partici-
pate in the Spelling Bee 
2018 
•	 Rüzhükhrie	GHSS,
•	 Dr.	Neilhouzhü	Kire	

GHSS	
•	 T.M	GHSS	
•	 GHS	Chandmari	
•	 GHS	PWD	
•	 GHS	New	Market	
•	 GHSS	Singrijan	
•	 GHS	Singrijan	
•	 Mayangnokcha	GHSS	
•	 GHS	Mokokchung	
 Village 
•	 GHSS	Wokha	
•	 GHS	Wokha	Village	
•	 GHSS	Peren	
•	 GHSS	Jalukie‘B’	
•	 GHSS	Phek
•	 GHS	Yoruba	
•	 GHSS	Mon	
•	 GHSS	Mon	Town	‘D’
•	 GHSS	Tuensang	
•	 GHS	Chare	
•	 GHSS	Longleng	
•	 GHS	Bura	Namsung	
•	 GHSS	Zunheboto	
•	 GHSS	Satakha	
•	 GHSS	Kiphire	
•	 GHS	Sitimi	Town		

Note: GHS-Govt. High School; 
GHSS- Govt. Hr. Sec. School

NSCN (U) terminates cadre 
Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): The NSCN (U) on Wed. informed 
that it has one of its cadre from active national service. 

A press note issued by one “Ngukato G Chishi (S.O), 
informed that the cadre, one Hetoka Sumi Razou Peyu, 
S/o Vitoshe Sumi of Achikuchu Village under Sumi Re-
gion, has been terminated as per the directive of the ‘Kilo 
Kilonser’. He has been terminated by the Home Secretary 
as enshrined in the party Discipline, Section D. Clause 4”, 
the release stated. 

STATE

Khezha	Khuzha	Tephe	Public	
Organisation invites 
The President of the Khezha Khuzha Tephe Public Or-
ganisation, Z. Kepfelhou Koza has       invited the ‘unit 
representatives of Khezhakeno, Leshemi, Lasumi, 
Zapami, Kami, Lekromi and Pfutseromi village to a 
‘consultative meeting’ of KKTPO on Sep. 24 from 10:00 
am at Khezhakeno Village Council Hall.  The agenda 
for the meeting will be the setting up of new office 
bearers of the organisation, stated Koza in a press 
note.  He said that the consultative meeting has been 
called in the interest of the area people’s welfare and 
in pursuance to the Chakhesang Public  Organiza-
tion (CPO) ‘Interim Order’ Ref.No.CPO/2016-18/A-5, 
Dated 15/12/2017 based on the recommendation of 
the CPO Jury Board.

Home	dept.	notifies	
The Home Department has informed that all govern-
ment officials who are entitled government vehicles to 
collect the “Form of Colour Coded Car Stickers along 
with the name of the official, designation, vehicle 
registration number, type and colour of vehicle from 
the Home Department, Political Branch”, informed 
the DIPR in a news update. 

Tsieramia	community,	L.	Khel	Khm.	
village	social	work	on	Sep.	22	
The Tsieramia Youth Organisation, L. Khel, Kohima 
village will be organisation a mass social work within 
its traditional jurisdiction on Sep. 22 from 7:00 am 
under the theme ‘Tsieramia total sanitation drive’.  A 
press release informed that the social work will com-
mence at New Secretariat Road and Billy Graham 
Road. The community will be engaged for cleaning 
of community wells, its approach roads, traditional 
gates, footpaths, Community Rest House, vehicular 
roads and drains etc.  Therefore, the organisation 
requested all the Tsieramia community within and 
outside the village along with the owners of the mo-
tor workships and business establishments located at 
the New Secretariat Road and Billy Graham Road to 
participate in the social work. 

Khelhose	Polythenic	Atoizu	
informs	on	filling	of	forms	
Khelhose Polythenic Atoizu, Zunheboto on Wed. 
informed that filling of forms for even semester com-
partmental exam Nov. 2018 will be done from October 
9-12 during office hours i.e. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. The 
exam superintendent of KPA, Kalitoli Yeptho informed 
the students to submit a photocopy of their last ex-
amination mark sheet while filing up the form. Yeptho 
further informed that forms will not be accepted or 
entertained in any manner after the last date. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

NSF to celebrate 100th year of Naga club  WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

KOHIMA 28.2 13.6 21.2 73 NIL

DIMAPUR 35.3 25.2 28.1 90 5

WOKHA 23.8 17.2 22.1 98 14

ZBT 23.4 16.5 20 93 NIL

MON 33 22 23.6 92 NIL

TUENSANG 25 20 18.2 84 NIL

MKG 27 21 22.2 83 9.2

PHEK 29.8 19.8 21.1 88 NIL

KIPHIRE 28.6 19 21 79 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 31.5 19.5 22.1 84 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 28.8 20.8 21.2 73 4

JALUKIE 30 14 17.3 89 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 32.4 21.8 23.5 79 6.8

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Our Correspondent
Kohima,	Sep.	19(EMN):	
The Naga Students Fed-
eration (NSF) will  be 
celebrating the hundred 
year after the formation 
of Naga club under the 
theme,” Celebrating the 
legacy”, on October 31, 
2018 at Naga solidarity 
park, Kohima.

Interacting with me-
dia persons at Naga club 
building,  N e i n -
gulo Krome, convener, 
NSF organizing commit-
tee said that the cente-
nary will be a Pan-Naga 
celebration with Naga 
delegates from Myanmar, 
Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam and Manipur. He 
added more than 5000 
delegates were expected 
representing different 

Unity College Dimapur holds 
‘Parent-teacher meet ’

BJP Nagaland gives two 
vehicles to party workers

Longleng DC asks officers to be at their posting place

All Nagaland Taxi Asso. holds annual meet

Yimchunger Tribal Council appreciates 
ADC Shamator and SDO (C) Chessore 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
In a bid to meet the full 
potential of the students 
through collaborative ef-
fort of both the parents 
and the teachers, Unity 
College, Dimapur organ-
ised a ‘Parent-teacher 
meet’ last week at the 
college seminar hall in 
which a ‘Committee of 
Parents’ was formed as 
it was explicitly under-
stood that each parent 
has a significant role to 
play in the pursuit of 
academic careers of their 
wards. 

“In forming this com-

mittee the college be-
lieves it will help in the 
growth of the students as 
responsible citizens and 
the institution as a place 
of imparting knowledge 
and wisdom,” stated the 
college’s Dean of Stu-
dents’ Welfare, Mhon-
beni Jamir in a press re-
lease. 

She informed that 
the the faculty mem-
bers, during the meet, 
highlighted on the work-
ing of semester system, 
mentor-mentee ses-
sions, internal markings, 
semester system as well 

as issues pertaining to 
‘attendance shortages’. 

The importance of 
assignments, presenta-
tions, project work, class 
tests, class discussions 
and departmental ac-
tivities were also empha-
sised. 

The parents were also 
given a platform to ad-
dress their grievances 
during an interactive ses-
sion where their doubts 
were clarified and were 
assured that the college 
will take into considera-
tion of their queries at 
the earliest. 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
Nagaland State BJP Party 
released two Boleros for 
the Party workers on Sept. 
19 at the official residence 
of Dy. Chief Minister and 
BLP leader, Y. Patton in 
the presence of all the BJP 
Legislators. 

The vehicles were al-
lotted to the President 
of BJP Nagaland Unit, 
Temjen Imna Along Long-
kumer and the president 
of Noklak Division. 

Saying that the vehi-
cles were not meant for an 
individual’s convenienc-
es, the media cell attached 
with the deputy chief 
minister, the BLP Leader 
asserted that the vehicles 
were being procured to 
carry out party activities 
and responsibilities keep-
ing in mind the interest 

and welfare of the general 
people.  

He expressed his op-
timism that with the al-
lotment of vehicles to the 
party leaders, the welfare 
activities and responsi-
bilities of the party will 
be achieved to a greater 
extend and further urged 
the party functionaries of 
all rank and file to work 
harder for the growth of 
the party in the state. Pat-
ton also congratulated the 
party president for bring-
ing the party thus far in 
spite of odds and difficul-
ties from many angles.

Speaking at the ve-
hicle presentation pro-
gramme, Nagaland State 
BJP president and Minis-
ter for Higher and Tech-
nical Education, Temjen  
Imna Along said that the 

BJP in the state is pro-
gressing well under the 
present dispensation and 
expressed confidence 
that the party will grow 
from strength to strength 
in the coming days. 

The President also 
acknowledged the BLP 
leader, Y. Patton for his 
untiring efforts being 
rendered in moulding 
up the party and exuded 
confidence that the party 
will achieve a new height 
under his leadership. 
“Both the BLP Leader and 
the State President, in the 
same breath, once again 
rubbished any rumors 
about disunity within the 
BJP Party and reiterated 
that the Party is still intact 
and will remain so even 
in days to come,” the re-
lease further stated. 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
Longleng Deputy Commis-
sioner, John Tsulise Sangtam 
on Sep 19 urged the officers to 
be in their place of posting and 
appealed for coordination of all 
the Government departments 
and officers for effective imple-
mentation of various schemes 
and projects in the district and 
caters to the needs of the peo-
ple. 

Longleng District Planning 
& Development Board Meeting 
was held under the chairman-
ship of the Deputy Commission 
John Tsulise Sangtam on 19th of 
Sept. 2018 at DC’s conference 
hall, Longleng. 

Informing that a central 

team from Delhi will be visit-
ing the district in the com-
ing months, the DC asked the 
Heads of Departments (HoDs) 
not to leave their place of post-
ing without prior permission 
from the administration. 

A DIPR news update in-
formed that the DC, Tsulise 
Sangtam was speaking at the 
monthly District Planning & 
Development Board meeting 
which was held under his chair-
manship at the DC’s conference 
hall. 

Asserted that local offic-
ers should be a guiding force 
to lead other officers posted in 
the district in the right perspec-
tives, the DC urged them to be 

sincere and responsible in their 
assigned duties. 

He also apprised the board 
to provide all information and 
departments’ activities includ-
ing both positive and negative 
aspects to the visiting EAC on 
probation at their respective of-
fice. Sangtam also informed that 
he had apprised the commis-
sioner and the Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Author-
ity to provide sufficient relief for 
damaged of fields and proper-
ties during the current mon-
soon. John also congratulated 
that team of doctors and medi-
cal profession lead by Dr. Im-
nameren DIO & DPO Longleng 
for successfully completing all 

the activities as per the norms 
and guidelines as furnished in 
the micro planning, the DIPR 
stated. 

Meanwhile, the board rec-
ommended the proposal of the 
DPRO Longleng for creation of 
new APRO office at Tamlu ADC 
headquarter and Information 
Centre at Sakshi EAC headquar-
ter. 

“The DPRO apprised the 
members that the existing ad-
ministrative headquarters in the 
sub-division was functioning 
without APRO or Information 
Assistant in the district,” stated 
the report. The DPRO pointed 
out about the requirement of 
information centres under ad-

ministrative headquarters to 
disseminate the day to day ac-
tivities of the government to the 
people.  

DR. Imnameren DIO & DPO 
Longleng gave a power point 
presentation on Micro Planning 
for Measles & Rubella Vaccina-
tion campaign in the district 
while the CMO Longleng ap-
prised the members to provide 
all necessary support and co-
operation during the MR Vacci-
nation campaign in the district 
to ensure 100% coverage. He 
further appealed to the mem-
bers to disseminate the im-
portance of MR vaccination to 
their friend and community, the 
DIPR stated. 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
All Nagaland Taxi Associa-
tion (ANTA) -- its unit pres-
idents from seven districts 
and its executive members 
from ANTA Hqs. Kohima -- 
after its annual presidential 
meeting on Sep. 17 at Hotel 
Ura, Kohima approved the 

amended constitution with 
regard to the tenure of its 
executive members and 
some other amended arti-
cles.  “The newly amended 
Constitution would extend 
the tenure of the Executives 
from the previous 3 years 
term to a 5-year term con-

tinuing from the present 
term joined till the amend-
ed tenure,” stated the ANTA 
President, Viba Solo in a 
press release. Solo also in-
formed some other articles 
have also been amended 
which would be edited in 
the new constitution. 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The Yimchunger Tribal 
Council (YTC) on Wed. ac-
knowledged the yeomen 
service rendered by the 
ADC Shamator, T Lankon-
sen Tsanglao and SDO 
(Civil) Shamator, Samuel 
Konyak who have person-
ally visited the entire vil-
lages under their jurisdic-
tion and interacted with 
the village council as well 
as taking note of the vari-
ous departmental activi-
ties. 

 A press note issued 
by the YTC President, 
Throngso Yimchunger 
and General Secretary,                                                                     

Solumba Yimchunger, 
informed that the road 
connecting Chessore area 
was cut off from the dis-
trict Hq for the past few 
months by the monsoon 
rains. However, due to 
the initiative of the SDO 
(C), Samuel Konyak, who 
was posted recently in the 
area, ‘had eased the prob-
lem’. 

“The road connecting 
Tuensang to Chessore via 
Helipong and via Langa 
Bridge was cleared on 13th 
& 14th September 2018 re-
spectively and the road to-
wards the Huker was also 
repaired with his tireless 

effort,” the YTC stated. It 
also informed that the of-
ficer had taken the initia-
tive in promoting quality 
education quality educa-
tion in the area. 

Therefore, the YTC 
highly lauded the two of-
ficers -- ADC Shamator 
and SDO (C) Chessore -- 
for ‘their sincerity’ and ex-
pressed optimism that the 
two officers would con-
tinue to do the develop-
mental activities. It further 
assured to extend fullest 
cooperation to the admin-
istration in the endeavour 
to bring development to 
the area. 

section of the people and 
Naga brethren from out-
side Nagaland.

He also stated that the 
organizing committee 
was trying to accommo-

date and people from all 
walks of life, especially 
who were a part of Naga 

Club in the past. He also 
said the committee will 
also approach the state 
government to be a part 
of the centenary celebra-
tion.

Delving into the im-
portance Naga Club in 
Naga history he stated 
that , Naga Club not only 
protected our proud Naga 
identity but also planted 
the growth of organized 
movements, which is to-
day known as the longest 
running political conflict 
in South and South East 
Asia as Nagas unwaver-
ingly fight in their search 
for an honourable and 
peaceful political solution 
from neo-colonial states 
like India and Burma.

He also asserted that 
the NSF is organizing the 

celebration in commemo-
ration of the rich legacy, 
which our ancestors left 
behind. He also prayed 
that the Naga Students’ 
Federation will mindfully 
hold that torch which 
they have handed down 
to today’s generation of 
Nagas who stands at the 
threshold of the future our 
ancestors had envisioned 
for us.

Krome on behalf of the 
organizing committee, 
also appealed and hoped 
that the people will reaf-
firm their pledge of our 
ancestors on this occasion 
of the 100th Year celebra-
tion- that the struggle for 
Nagas identity and dignity 
is just and right and must 
be pursued till we attain 
the cherished goal.

Dmr. Sumis  
set for 
freshers’ meet 
Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
Dimapur Sumi Students 
Union will be holding its bi-
annual freshers’ meet cum 
felicitation on 27th Sep at 
IMC hall,  Dimapur on the 
theme “Shaping Visions”.

Andrew Ahoto Sema,  
Chairman of Living-
stone Foundation Hr. Sec 
School and Hekani Jaka-
halu, Founding Director of 
Youthnet will grace the pro-
gramme.

The union, in a press 
statement informed all its 
units and sub-units to send 
one male and one female 
member for participation 
in the Mr. & Ms. Fresher 
contest. 

It asked the institutions 
within Dimapur  to provide 
details of toppers of HSLC/
HSSLC examinations from 
the Sumi community for 
felicitating them.

Further, it stated that 
there will be “free will do-
nation drive” during the 
meet,  which will be con-
tributed towards the CM 
Relief fund.
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KG Kenye,right,  posing for lens along with Shenkar and Pravir Pandey in New Delhi.

Members of Farmer Producer Organisation along with the vendors enjoying their meal with the wooden 
plates and spoons donated by the governor at Local Product Daily Market in Dimapur. Photo courtesy/ 
Organisers.

EM Images

(Left) Brand ambassador, Prof. Alongla P. Aier. (Right) Students of Eklavya Model Residential School, Diphupar presenting a song.

Gov. donates 100 wooden 
plates and spoons to vendors

NFHRCC welcomes ZPO to its fraternitySt Joseph 
institutions help 
flood victims

Rashtriya Poshan Maah:  Sensitising 
mother and child on nutrition 

Inland waterways soon in Nagaland — MP  Kenye Naga Women Hoho Dimapur 
informs on destitute scheme 

Sainik cadets launch Swachhta Hi Seva

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 19: Naga-
land governor, PB Acharya, 
donated 100 wooden plates 
and 100 spoons for the ven-
dors at the Local Product 
Daily Market near Super 
Market in Dimapur on 
Wednesday. The wooden 
flatware and cutlery were 
donated so that the ven-

dors could use them in the 
market instead of dispos-
able plates and cups. 

On the same day, a non-
governmental organisation 
from Marwari community 
under the initiative of Bin-
od Kumar Sethi donated 
three bags of rice and one 
bag of lentils. The proprie-
tor of Northeast Marketing 

Company, A Yanger Jamir, 
also donated one bag of 
rice.

It may be mentioned 
here that the governor do-
nated INR two lakh to the 
Farmer Producers Organi-
sation (FPO) of Dimapur 
district to buy a pick-up 
truck for transporting 
goods and placed an order 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep 19: In keep-
ing with the dreams of the 
Prime Minister of India, 
Narendra Modi, to boost 
the nutritional values of 
every child in the country, 
Nagaland is observing the 
flagship ‘Rashtriya Poshan 
Maah’ with the sole aim of 
disseminating the impor-
tance of nutrition among 
mother and child. 

In Dimapur too, a pro-
gramme was organised 
which was attended by 
the Brand Ambassador of 
Poshan Abhiyaan, officials 
from the district admin-
istration and the central 
government and others at 
Eklavya Model Residential 
School (EMRS), Diphupar. 

“According to a United 
Nations report, 36% of chil-
dren in India have stunted 
growth,” said Prof. Alongla 
Aier, Brand Ambassador of 
Poshan Abhiyaan- a prime 
minister’s overarching 
scheme for holistic nour-
ishment under the ministry 
of women and child devel-
opment.

A ‘food mela’ was also 
organised as part of the 
programme. While advising 
the students to maintain 
a healthy food habit, the 

brand ambassador said that 
the stunted growth rate of 
children is due to the inad-
equate nutrition provided 
to mothers and their child. 
She has attributed malnu-
trition as one of the main 
reasons why the country is 
still lagging behind though 
it has made progress in oth-
er aspects.    

“You are the beneficiar-
ies of Poshan Abhiyaan,” 
Aier addressed the students 
of EMRS, who were from 
classes VI-X.  She urged the 
students to follow balanced 
diet and develop a love for 
the nutrition available in the 
organic food. 

“If proper nutrition is 
not made available, the im-
mune system is weakened 
and one’s highest potential 
is not reached and fails to 
live life to the fullest,” said 
Aier.  Deputy Commissioner 
(DC), Dimapur, Sushil Ku-
mar Patel, who was guest 
of honour, spoke briefly 
on how critical Nagaland is 
amongst other states under 
the national nutrition mis-
sion. 

He informed that one 
in every two women in the 
country is anaemic whereas 
one in every three children 
and a staggering 37 survi-

vors out of 1000 births is 
malnourished.   

“Under this scheme 
(Rashtriya Poshan Maah), 
the government has con-
cern for a comprehensive 
plan to work for the health 
aspect of not only children 
but also pregnant women 
and lactating mothers,” Pa-
tel said. 

“Organic food or tribal 
food is logically good for 
health which can bring 
down the infant mortality 
rate (IMR) greatly,” the DC 
commented adding that if 
nutritious food is provided 
to the mother, the infant will 
also be healthy.

Deputy Director from 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 
GOI, Biswas Behari Panig-
rahi, who was also present 
at the event, said that na-
tional nutrition mission 
aims to bring all deprived 
children and mothers under 
the coverage of the mission. 
He added that the mission 
aims to cover 10 crore ben-
eficiaries mainly children 
and lactating mothers from 
2017-2020.

 He further said that 
in line with the mission, 
a cleanliness drive is also 
being held from Sept. 15 
to Oct. 2, where villages, 

districts, school and college 
students would be sensi-
tised about cleanliness for 
improvement of health and 
the eco system. 

Biswas also informed 
that the central ministry 
has stopped using plastic 
mineral water bottles and 
use paper cups instead. 

“Children are the am-
bassadors and the change 
agents,” he proclaimed and 
appealed to all the students 
to take the message forward 
by sharing with families.

It must be noted here 
that according to the In-
ternational Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI) 
as per May 2018, stunting 
prevalence in India is high 
(38.4%) and varies consid-
erably across districts (from 
12.4% to 65.1%).

239 of the 640 districts 
in India have stunting levels 
above 40% and 202 have 
prevalence of 30–40%.

High‐stunting districts 
are heavily clustered in the 
north and centre of the 
country, it is reported fur-
ther stating that inter-dis-
trict differences in stunting 
are strongly explained by 
a multitude of economic, 
health, hygiene, and demo-
graphic factors. 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

Name: Lungsiyile Thejano Lungalang 
DOB: 16/11/1933 
DOD: 19/09/2018 

Wife of: Late N T Longkumer 
Funeral: 9:00 am 20th September, 2018 

At her residence in Duncan Basti, 
House No.11

DP-458

‘36% of children with stunted growth in India’ 

for 100 wooden plates and 
100 spoons for the vendors 
during a surprise visit at 
the marketplace on Sep-
tember 7.

The FPO, through a 
press statement, expressed 
appreciation towards the 
contributions. The organi-
sation has also appreciated 
the contributions from 
Binod Kumar Sethi and 
the proprietor of Northeast 
Marketing Company, A 
Yanger Jamir. 

While interacting with 
Eastern Mirror, FPO sec-
retary Neivizonou Nyekha 
informed that there are re-
served stalls in the market-
place for churches, youth 
organisation, and other 
fund raising groups. It was 
also informed that there 
will be no charges for such 
organisations. The con-
cerned are requested to 
avail the opportunity.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Foothills 
Road Co-ordination Com-
mittee (NFHRCC) on Wed. 
welcomed the Zeliang Peo-
ples’ Organisation “to its fra-
ternity as they have formally  
joined the bandwagon of 
the Naga Survival  Road 
Initiatives”. The committee 
also highly appreciated for 
his bold initiative in expe-
dite the completion of the 
remaining earth cutting 
works and also for calling 
a consultative meeting on 
Sep. 21 with regard to the 
foothill issue. 

A press release issued 
by the NFRCC convener, 
Sapu Jamir and Asst. Gen-
eral Secretary, Chenithung 
Humtsoe, while welcoming 
the ZPO to its fold, said that 
informed about about the 
genesis, the activities and 
achievements of the com-
mittee so far. 

It said that the NFHRCC 
was formed in 2013 out of 
necessity to press forward to 
the government for immedi-
ate construction of the his-
toric road project; accord-

ingly, under the leadership 
of chief minister, ‘Neiphiu 
Rio and his government’ 
took keen interest on the so 
called extra-ordinary road 
project in Nagaland linking 
Tizit in Mon to Khilma in 
Peren district. 

“As per the initial DPR 
only 8 Kms stretch viz. 3 kms 
in Naginimora sector and 
5 kms  in  Niuland Sectors 
remains to be completed 
for the fresh earth cutting 
works  at an estimated cost 
of Rs.11.5 crores,” the release 
stated. However, it stated 
redresses from Dimapur 
Khilma sector is expected 
to be inclusive when the 
state-2 construction works 
begins. 

It welcomed the gesture 
of the chief minister Neiphiu 
Rio who, after becoming 
the chief minister in March 
2018, ‘undertook a bold ini-
tiative to revive the historical 
road project into a reality’. 

It also stated that it is 
heartening that the Minis-
try of Road Transport and 
Highways (MORTH), GoI 
had already given a green 

signal to start the ‘Phase 1 
of the State 2 works which 
envisage to cover Nuiland to 
Amguri sectors’. 

While deeply appreci-
ating the appreciating the 
assurance given by the chief 
minister to expedite the 
completion of the remain-
ing earth cutting works, 
the NFHRCC appealed the 
government to issue work 
order at the earliest so as 
to resume the works in the 
onset of the dry season. 

 Nonetheless, the com-
mittee expressed profound 
gratitude to the chief min-
ister for convening a joint 
meeting on Sep. 21 along 
with the concerned de-
partmental officials, the 
contractors of the Doyang 
bridge at Liphanyan and 
NFHRCC to formulate a 
better coordinating mecha-
nism to complete the ‘Sur-
vival Road Project’ on war 
footing. It further stated that 
the committee is also sched-
uled to meet the Minister, 
PWD (Roads and Bridges), 
Tongpang Ozukum on Sep. 
21, the release stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The students and staff of 
St. Joseph University Na-
galand and St. Joseph Glo-
bal School collected an 
amount of INR 40,000 and 
INR 19,000 respectively to-
wards the Nagaland flood 
relief  fund. 

A press release issued by 
Vice Chancellor of SJU, Dr 
.D. Gnanadurai informed 
that the relief fund was col-
lected ‘at the request of the 
state Governor, BP Acharya’. 

 The fund collected 
from the St. Joseph Uni-
versity was handed by 
the vice-chancellor to the 
deputy commissioner of 
Dimapur in the presence of 
the fathers and sisters and 
mother management staff 
of the university. 

The fund collected by 
the staffs and students of St. 
Joseph Global School was 
handed to the deputy com-
missioner of Dimapur by 
the principal of the school. 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): Nagaland 
Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) 
and Chairman of Nagaland Inland 
Waterway Board (NIWB), KG Kenye ac-
companied by OSD of NIWB, Thomas 
had put up Inland Waterway projects 
in the State of Nagaland to the Inland 
Waterway Authority of India (IWAI) at 

New Delhi on last Monday. 
A press release issued by the PRO 

to MP (Rajya Sabha), informed that 
the MP and the Officer on Special 
Duty (OSD-NIWB) held a fruitful 
meeting with the Director General of 
Ministry of Shipping, Shenkar and the 
Vice-chairman of IWAI, Pravir Pandey 

(IA&AS). 
The release informed that three 

waterways in the State of Nagaland 
have been declared as National Wa-
terway, viz.Tizu and Zungki NW – 101; 
Dhansiri NW-34 and Dikhu NW-35. 
Out of three, Tizu and Zungki is under 
active consideration of IWAI.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The Naga Women Hoho Di-
mapur (NHWD) on Wed. 
informed that the proposal 
to directly implement the 
‘destitute scheme to the ben-
eficiaries’ has been accepted 
and agreed upon with the 
Directorate of Women Re-
source Department

This scheme is aimed 
at extending service to the 
destitute women by allowing 
them to open zero balance 
bank account in any branch 

of the cooperative bank in 
Dimapur. 

 Informing this in a press 
release, the NWHD Publicity 
and Info. Secy. Keninguno 
Kath informed the benefici-
aries to bring ‘three passport 
photos, residential proof, 
Identity Card issued by the 
Women Resource Develop-
ment Department and Aad-
har card/voter ID card’. 

One can contact the  
coordinator PNGO at - 
8787509968 for more details.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): Responding to the call of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi towards a sanitation campaign, the 
students of Sainik School Punglwa also launched the Swach-
hta Hi Seva’ (Cleanliness is Service) on Sep. 15 which will 
continue till Oct. 2.  A press release from the school informed 
that the campaign, which was led and initiated by Eco Club 
of the school, was joined in by the cadets who undertook 
the cleaning activities assiduously and picked up the litters, 
trashes and cleaned the vicinity of the school. 
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131 tribal people return home 
to Mizoram after 21 years

Mnp. Univ. peeved by ‘order’ instating new VC

Sikkim to be on aviation map; greenfield 
airport to be inaugurated on Sunday

Couple arrested for allegedly 
masterminding “trafficking” of Rohingyas

Grenade recovered 
from Imphal East 
district

Woman rescued 
in Assam

First ever helicopter service launched in Mnp.

Agartala, Sep. 19 (IANS): 
A total of 131 of the 32,876 
Mizo tribals on Wednesday 
returned to their homes in 
Mizoram brightening the 
prospect of the remaining, 
who have been sheltering 
in Tripura camps for the 
past 21 years.

“Around 130 refugees 
belonging to 21 families 
returned to Mizoram from 
northern Tripura. We have 
provided logistical support 
and security to the refugees 
to reach the Tripura-Mizo-
ram border,” Kanchanpur 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
Abeda Nanda Baidya told 
IANS over phone from the 
border.

He said that the officials 
of Mizoram’s Mamit district 
received the home-bound 
tribals at the Kanmun bor-
der.

The repatriation was 
decided in July in New Del-
hi after a series of meet-
ings. Top officials of the 
Tripura and Mizoram gov-
ernments, Union Home 
Ministry and the Mizoram 
Bru Displaced People’s Fo-
rum (MBDPF) had signed 
the agreement.

Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb and his Mizoram 
counterpart Lal Thanhawla 
were all present during the 
signing of the pact.

The July 3 agreement 
finalised a six-point benefit 
package for each refugee 
family. It included financial 
aid of Rs 4 lakh; a month-
ly allowance of Rs 5,000; 
Rs 1.5 lakh for building a 
house and free rations for 
two years.

As per the agreement, 
32,876 Reang tribals, com-
prising of 5,407 families, 
were scheduled to start re-
turning to their homeland 
in three Mizoram districts 

PTI

Displaced Bru refugees board a bus to return to Mizoram as part of a Home ministry-sponsored 
rehabilitation package, in Agartala, on Wednesday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1942SUD0KU 1782
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Vestments
 5. The compass point that is one 

point east of southeast
 9. Pouch
 12. Poultry disease
 13. Used esp as a culture medium
 14. Flower petals
 15. Spore sacs
 16. Metrical unit (poetry)
 17. Tibeto-Burmese people
 18. Barrel or cask
 20. Cowards
 22. Found at the beginning
 25. ___ Aviv, Israel
 26. Your
 27. Depressant
 32. Perceives visually
 34. Actor/director ___ Howard
 35. Muslim of the Philippine islands
 36. Blighted
 39. Tear
 40. Skeletal muscle
 41. Most wise
 43. Spanish dances in triple time
 47. Blondie’s husband ___ Bumstead
 48. Textile
 49. Asian country
 51. Swine
 54. The action of directing 

something at an object
 55. Breezy or open
 56. Upon
 57. The side of something that is 

sheltered from the wind
 58. Acquire or grab
 59. Large semi-evergreen tree of 

east India 

 DOWN
 1. Macaws
 2. ___ Angeles
 3. Horse chestnuts
 4. Story or tale
 5. Actors Wanamaker or Waterston

 6. Selfs
 7. Singers
 8. Found on the end of a 

pencil
 9. South American monkey
 10. Wings
 11. Bird cries 
 19. Soldiers
 21. Slender
 22. Posttraumatic stress 

disorder

 23. Syngman ____, former 
Korean president

 24. Deferrals
 28. Cooking utensil
 29. A type of conclusion
 30. Colored part of an eye
 31. Egyptian christian
 33. Right-eyed flatfish 
 37. Lasso
 38. Father
 42. African nation located 

between Cameroon and 
the Congo

 43. Semitic fertility god
 44. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 45. Injured or crippled
 46. Cutty ____ (drink)
 50. Edgar Wilson ___, 

American humorist
 52. Devoured
 53. Gypsy
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from August 16 or 17. 
The multi-phase repa-

triation was scheduled to 
be completed by Septem-
ber 30.

But the refugees re-
fused to return reiterating 
their old demands, includ-
ing providing security in 
Mizoram by the central 
para-military forces and 
allotment of sufficient land 
for farming besides for-
mation of the Area Devel-
opment Council for the 
Reang tribals, locally called 
“Bru”.

MBDPF General Sec-
retary Bruno Msha had 
told the media that their 
demands, which were not 
incorporated in the agree-
ment, also included allot-
ment of five hectares of 
land to each refugee family 
after their return.

The MBDPF is  the 
apex organisation of the 
32,876 refugees, who have 

been living in six makeshift 
camps in Kanchanpur and 
Panisagar sub-divisions, 
adjoining Mizoram, for the 
past 21 years.

The primitive tribe had 
fled their homes in October 
1997, in western Mizoram 
following ethnic strife. The 
trouble in the state started 
after a Mizo forest official 
was killed.

A Monitoring Commit-
tee headed by Special Sec-
retary (Internal Security) of 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has been constituted 
with officials from Tripura 
and Mizoram and repre-
sentatives of MBDPF to 
supervise the repatriation 
process and the settlement 
of the refugees.

Meanwhile, Mizoram 
Home Department Ad-
ditional Secretary Lalbi-
akzama told the media in 
Aizawl that 4,199 Reang 
tribal families would be 

resettled in 48 villages in 
Mamit district, 824 and 384 
families would be resettled 
in 10 villages in Kolasib 
and four villages in Lunglei 
districts, respectively.

In another develop-
ment, Communist Par-
ty of India-Marxist Lok 
Sabha Chief Whip Jiten-
dra Chowdhury, a former 
Tribal Welfare Minister of 
Tripura, urged the Cen-
tre not to repatriate the 
Reang tribals without the 
settlement of the land and 
other issues.

“Without settling the 
basic and genuine issues of 
the tribals including land, 
livelihood and security, 
the refugees should not be 
repatriated against their 
unwillingness. I have raised 
the issue in Lok Sabha last 
week. But government is 
yet to respond on these 
issues,” Chowdhury told 
IANS on Wednesday.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 19 (EMN): The issuance 
of an order from the so called “transit 
office” opened by Prof Adya Prasad 
Pandey, directing one Prof K Yugindro 
Singh to perform duties of the Vice 
Chancellor of Manipur University 
evoked sharp reaction from the uni-
versity community.

On seeing the order, the Vice 
Chancellor in charge Prof W Vishwa-
nath even sought clarification from 
the Ministry of Human Resources 
Development in connection with his 
position as VC in charge.

After the suspension order of 
Manipur University VC Prof Pandey 
who was on leave, came out in the 
social media, Prof M Shyamkesho 
Singh who claimed to be Registrar 
in charge of the University issued 

an order around 10.30 pm last night 
directing Prof Yugindro Singh who 
is said to be Pro VC, to perform the 
duties of VC of University under 
provisions of Manipur University 
Act 2005.Prof Shyamkesho is said 
to be at the transit office opened by 
Prof Pandey.

President M Dayaman of Manipur 
University Students and Executive 
member N Sanatomba of Manipur 
University Teachers’ Association 
and the Registrar in charge Prof Sh 
Dorendrajit of the Manipur Univer-
sity rejected the order issued by Prof 
Shyamkesho.

Stating that issuing an order by a 
suspended Professor is unfortunate 
as the order is invalid; Prof Doren-
drajit speaking to reporters said there 
are no two VC in charges and two 

Registrar in charges in the University. 
Prof W Vishwanath is the VC in charge 
while he is the Registrar in charge, he 
added.

Meanwhile Vice Chancellor in 
charge Prof Vishwanath on Wednes-
day written a letter to the secretary, 
Ministry of HRD to advice and clarify 
his and Registrar in charge Sh Doren-
drajit’s positions besides the valid-
ity of the orders issued from the so 
called “transit office” opened by Prof 
Pandey.

In his letter, Prof Vishwanath said, 
“These activities have already created 
tension among the university com-
munity and will hamper the examina-
tion which started from September 
17, the ongoing admission process 
and several other works which are 
coming back to normalcy.”

Gangtok, Sep. 19 (PTI): The picturesque 
state of Sikkim will feature on India’s avia-
tion map from Sunday with the commis-
sioning of a greenfield airport at an altitude 
of 4,500 ft between the Himalayas.

The Pakyong Airport, the tiny hilly 
state’s first and the country’s 100th func-
tional airport, will be inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, a government 
official said Wednesday.

Spread over 206 acres and built at a cost 
of Rs 605.59 crore, the airport is an example 
of stellar engineering.

Since Pakyong is located less than 30 
km from the state capital Gangtok, tourists 
as well as local travellers will be spared of 
the 4-5 hour backbreaking journey uphill 
from the other nearest airport Bagdogra in 
West Bengal, the official said.

With an eye on the holiday travel sea-
son beginning with Durga Puja, SpiceJet 
is set to start operating daily flights to and 
from Kolkata and Guwahati from next 
month.

SpiceJet is expected to operate Bom-
bardier Q400 aircraft with 78 seats on this 
sector.

As the airline has been granted per-
mission to operate from Pakyong under 
the Union Civil Aviation Ministry’s UDAN 

(Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) scheme for 
enhancing regional connectivity, the cap 
on fares for the routes is Rs 2,600, another 
official said.

The Indian Air Force’s Dornier aircraft 
was the first plane to be tested from Pa-
kyong on March 5 this year.

Following this, SpiceJet conducted the 
successful test flight of the Bombardier 
Q400 from Kolkata to Pakyong on March 
10 leading to security clearances for com-
mercial operations.

The Pakyong Airport has been included 
in the central government’s ambitious 
UDAN scheme. This is bound to enhance 
regional connectivity aiding the develop-
ment of Sikkim’s tourism sector, the official 
said.

Also, gradually, the airport may con-
nect Sikkim with other countries in the 
region like Bhutan, Nepal and Thailand 
where people from the state usually go on 
vacations.

State-of-the-art geotechnical engineer-
ing including soil reinforcement and slope 
stabilisation techniques has gone into the 
making of the greenfield project that is 
becoming functional almost a decade after 
it was approved by the Union Cabinet, the 
official said.

Imphal, Sep. 19 (PTI): Ma-
nipur police commandos 
Wednesday arrested a cou-
ple who are allegedly the 
masterminds in the “traf-
ficking” of Rohingyas from 
Myanmar into th state.

The couple - 51-year-
old Rashid Ali and his 
wife Khulakpam Tahir Be-
gum who hail from Uttar 
Pradesh were arrested from 
Yairipok Ningthounai Sabal 
Leikai locality in Imphal 
East district this morning 
around 5 am, Tengnoupal 
superintendent of police 
S Ibomcha Singh told PTI.

“The couple was in-
volved in trafficking of four 
Rohingya muslims, includ-
ing one woman in May this 
year”, he said.

The couple has been 
absconding since May 1 
and have been apprehend-
ed under sections of the 
Indian Penal Code, the SP 

said.
Ibomcha Singh, who 

supervised the operation, 
said that in May a person 
who was apprehended by 
the police in connection 
with trafficking of Rohing-
yas had confessed that 
at least six of them were 
brought into the state with 
the couple’s help.

Some documents were 
also seized from the pos-
session of the duo, he said 
adding that investigations 
are on to unearth the nexus 
and the related funding 
process.

The Manipur police are 
on the alert to apprehend 
Rohingyas who have en-
tered the state illegally from 
the Indo-Myanmar border 
town of Moreh in Teng-
noupal district and from 
Jiribam town in neighbour-
ing Assam, he added.

In May eight Rohingyas 

with forged documents 
were arrested from a rented 
house in Imphal’s Hatta 
Golapati locality, police 
said.

Ethnic Rohnigyas have 
fled the Rakhine state 
of Myanmar since that 
country’s army launched 
a crackdown on them fol-
lowing an attack by Arakan 
rebels on it and the police 
in 2016. The crackdown 
led to massive displace-
ment of the Rohingyas and 
their subsequent influx to 
Bangladesh and the north 
eastern states of Assam 
and Manipur, which share 
a porous border with My-
anmar.

The Centre holds Ro-
hingya Muslims in the 
country as illegal immi-
grants and that their con-
tinued stay posed serious 
national security ramifica-
tions.

Imphal, Sep. 19 (PTI): Po-
lice recovered a grenade 
planted near the gate of 
a building at Brahmapur 
Bheigyabati Leikai in Im-
phal East district of Ma-
nipur.

Police also recovered 
along with the grenade a 
hand written note reading 
“Madam this is the last 
warning. Contact us with-
in five days” on Tuesday.

The building belongs 
to a woman.

The note was purport-
edly signed by a leader of 
the proscribed militant 
outfit Kangleipak Com-
munists Party (Noyon).

The grenade was lat-
er defused by the bomb 
squad.

Police has registered 
a case at the Porompat 
police station and started 
an investigation.

Hailakandi (Assam), Sep. 19 
(PTI): A 23-year-old woman, 
who had been missing since 
Monday, was rescued from 
the clutches of her alleged 
kidnappers in Karimganj 
district of Assam, police said 
Wednesday.

An FIR was lodged by 
the parents of the woman 
on Monday saying their 
daughter could have been 
kidnapped and did not re-
turn home at Ujankupa 
village of Hailakandi district 
after 1 pm of September 
17, said Officer-in-Charge 
of Hailakandi Sadar police 
station Surajit Choudhury.

Police immediately 
began investigations into 
the charges of kidnapping, 
Choudhury said. While on 
patrolling duty, police on 
the same day at about 11 
pm rescued the woman 
from the clutches of her 
alleged four accused kid-
nappers near Mubarakpur 
area of Karimganj district on 
National Highway 37 lead-
ing to Tripura, the O C said.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Sep. 19 (EMN): In a move 
to improve connectivity in the land 
locked north eastern state of Manipur, 
the first ever helicopter service was 
formally launched here on Wednes-
day.

The purpose of this service is to 
transport passengers and patients 
from remote areas of the volatile 
border state. Earlier, the service was 
scheduled to be launched in May.

State Chief Minister N Biren Singh 
led council of ministers flew to Jiribam 
to launch the service at the newly 
constructed helipad at Dibong under 
Jiribam district headquarters, 222km 
west of Imphal bordering Cachar dis-
trict of Assam.

“This is a great moment for the 
state of Manipur,” says Biren soon 
after launching the service. “It will 
definitely help the people to travel 
conveniently. The government is 
also planning to introduce helicopter 
service from Imphal to Moreh, Chu-

rachandpur etc.”
Biren led visiting ministerial team 

also inaugurated a women market 
shed apart from laying foundation 
stone for the construction of gov-
ernment officials transit quarters at 
Jiribam during the day’s visit. 

Later addressing a public meeting, 
Biren said that Jiribam has now be-
come a prime area due to the presence 
of the state’s lone railhead. As such, 
the state government would consider 
formulating a comprehensive plan for 
development of Jiribam in consulta-
tion with experts.

Stating that people need not pan-
ic about identification verification 
drives at Jiribam, he said that there 
is no ban on entry of any person, 
who possesses valid documents to 
Manipur. Identification checking is 
done in all the states and Manipur is 
no exception, he added. 

Stating that the new government 
never differentiates people as minor-
ity or majority and rich or poor, he 

added Jiribam is a new district, the 
state government would provide the 
same benefits received by other dis-
tricts. Noida based Pawan Hans Ltd 
which deployed helicopters in six NE 
states for passenger services, medical 
evacuation and VIP transportation, is 
providing the Helicopter services with 
an eight-seater chopper in Manipur 
even though the actual sitting capacity 
is eleven with two crew.

The helicopter service between 
Imphal-Jiribam-Imphal by Manipur 
Heli Service (MHA) in the state will op-
erate daily except Sunday and public 
holidays. The flying time of the service 
will be around 30 minutes. Passenger 
service vehicles take nearly 10 hours to 
reach Imphal from Jiribam.

The tickets (INR 3000 per flight 
per person) can be purchased from 
the MHA at Imphal International 
Airport,Imphal and Dibong Bazar at 
Jiribam town, says Commissioner 
(Transport) M Lakshmikumar Singh 
in a press release.



CHANGE OF NAME
I, Aman Sharooh resident 

of Babulal Kachari Colony, 
Signal Bosti, Dimapur 

hereby declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Aman Sharooh to 
Aman Sharooh Thapa 

vide Affidavit Regd.
No.1885/2018,

Date: 12.09.2018.
• That Aman Sharooh & 

Aman   Sharooh Thapa 
are the name of the one 
and the same person.

•	 That,	henceforth	my	
name shall be used as 
Aman Sharooh Thapa 
in all official records and 
documents.

D-6001

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF LABOUR

NEW CAPITAL COMPLEX
NAGALAND : : KOHIMA

NO.LBR/-391/80(Vol-IV)         //             Dated Kohima the   th Sept’ 2018

PUBLIC INFORMATION
This is to inform to all concerned that in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 
96 of the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 (34 of 1948) and after consultation 
with the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation, Ministry of Labour & Employment, 
Government of India, the State Government has drafted the following Rules, namely, 
the Nagaland Employees’ Insurance Court Rules, 2018 and the Nagaland Employees’ 
State Insurance Medical Benefits Rules, 2018. 

In order to finalise the Rules at the earliest, objections and suggestions on the Draft 
Rules are hereby invited from all persons likely to be affected within a period of 30 days 
from the date of publication of this notice. The draft copies of the Rules are available on 
the website of this Department at http://labour.nagaland.gov.in

Communications in this regard may be sent by email at labcomm-ngl@nic.in
Sd/-

Er. L. Nungshiyanger Aier
Labour Commissioner 

Nagaland Kohima
Issued by DIPR

KG-2821

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF LABOUR

NEW CAPITAL COMPLEX
NAGALAND : : KOHIMA

NO.LBR/TECH-290/96(Vol-I)       / /            Dated Kohima the  th Sept’ 2018

PUBLIC INFORMATION
The draft amendment of certain regulations in the Nagaland Trade Unions 
Regulations, 1980 which the State Government proposes to make in exercise 
of the powers conferred by Section 29 of the Trade Unions Act, 1926 is made 
available on the website of this Department at http://labour.nagaland.gov.in 
for information of all persons likely to be affected thereby and notice is hereby 
given for inviting objections or suggestions within a period of thirty days from 
the date of publication of this notice.

Therefore, any objections or suggestions to the Draft Regulations, namely, 
The Nagaland Trade Unions (First Amendment) Regulations, 2018 from any 
person or registered Trade Union may be sent to this Office or via email at 
labcomm-ngl@nic.in

Sd/-
Er. L. Nungshiyanger Aier

Labour Commissioner 
Nagaland Kohima

Issued by DIPRKG-2820

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER  
HEAD-QUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA CAMP  

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

NO.REV-67/DMF/17-D/5007 ///        / Notice is hereby given that  
Dr. Rushulo Kemp S/o, Lt.Ngabu Kemp resident of Sovima 
Dimapur, applied for Duplicate Final Mutation order pertaining 
to Patta No.1222, Dag No.1481/1792, Area.00B-01K-03Ls at 
Puranabazar, Final Mutation order No. 48/09, dated 17/03/09.
Whereas, a FIR vide Reference No.GDE No.03/18 dated-30/05/2018 
issued from the Officer in-charge West Police Station, Dimapur 
was submitted to this office with reference to the aforesaid plot 
of land.

Therefore, any claims/objection on the aforesaid land may 
be submitted in correcting before the undersigned on or before  
14-10-18.
North: - N.Kachari, South: - K. Mech
East: - K.Mech, West: - National Highway

D-6000

Dt. Dimapur the 14th Sept 18
NOTICE

For Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

Government of India
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports

Department of Sport...
Appointment of First Registrar and First Finance Officer in 
National Sports University, Imphal (Manipur)

(A Central University)
Applications are invited from the Indian Citizens for appointment 
as First Registrar and First Finance Officer in National Sports 
University, Imphal (Manipur). Each post carries the pay scale 
placed at Level 14 with Rationalised Entry Pay of Rs 1,44,200/- as 
per 7th CPC Pay Matrix. 

Details of essential qualifications, general instructions, 
information, application proforma and other details required 
for the posts are available on the website of Ministry of Youth 
Affairs & Sports www.yas.nic.in.  

The dully filled-in application form, complete in all respects, 
must reach Deputy Secretary (Sports), Ministry of Youth 
Affairs & Sports, Room No. 520 “C”, Shastri Bhawan, New 
Delhi-110001, within 30 days from the date of publication of 
this advertisement, by Registered/ Speed Post. 

Davp 47116/11/0012/1819
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STATE

Screening committee to check on GST 
profiteers constituted in Nagaland 
Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): Goods 
and Services Tax India (GST) has 
been introduced by subsuming 
multiple central and state indirect 
taxes with one of its main features 
on removing the cascading effect 
i.e. ‘tax on tax’ on the sale of goods 
and services. This was stated in an 
update issued on Sep. 18 by the 
Assistant commissioner of the de-
partment of Revenue, office of the 
Commissioner Goods and Serv-
ices Tax in Dimapur. 

The removal of the cascading 
effect will directly impact the cost 
of goods and decrease the cost as 
tax on tax is said to be eliminated 
in the new regime.

The release stated that the 
three-tier structure instituted for 
the investigation and adjudication 
of the complaints regarding profit-
eering as per the GST Act, 2017 are 

said to be National anti-profiteer-
ing authority, Directorate general 
of anti-profiteering and State-level 
screening committee and stand-
ing committee.

The sole purpose of the said in-
stitutional mechanism under the 
GST law is said to check the unfair 
profit-making by the trading com-
munity by ensuring that the ben-
efits of the reduction in GST rates 
on the goods and services or the 
benefit of input tax credit passed 
on to the ultimate consumers by 
way of commensurate reduction 
in the process by the suppliers 
while ensuring that the traders 
would not take in unfair profit by 
charging high prices from the con-
sumers in the name of GST. 

The duty of the authority is 
said to examine and check the 
profiteering practices and recom-

mend punitive actions including 
cancellation of registration.

The release further stated that 
the department inorder to check 
such profiteering practices con-
stituted a screening committee 
in Nagaland with K. Ashi Khieya, 
Commissioner, Central GST Com-
missionerate, Dimapur and Mhat-
hung Murry, Additional Commis-
sioner, State Taxes, Nagaland as its 
members. 

Further the update informed 
that complaints can be submitted 
either by visiting any of the said 
offices or through mail at “anti-
profiteering.gst.nagaland@gmail.
com“.

Any consumer or organisation 
can file complaint against the er-
rant trader for not passing on the 
benefit of reduction in GST rates or 
the benefit of input tax credit with 

proper evidences in prescribed 
format as available on the website 
“www.gstcouncil.gov.in,” the re-
lease further informed. 

The government is said to have 
reduced the GST rates on a large 
number of goods and services on 
the recommendation of the GST 
council from July 27, 2018 and that 
the cost of goods and services are 
said to be available at URLs: “goo.
gl/9kTw7y” and “goo.gl/hvA6iy”, 
respectively. 

The suppliers of goods and 
services are expected to pass the 
benefit of any reduction in the rate 
of GST on such supply or benefit of 
input tax credit to the recipient by 
way of commensurate reduction 
in prices and any wilful action of 
not passing such benefits to the re-
cipient amounts to “Profiteering”, 
the update further informed. 

Nagaland BJP celebrates Modi’s birthday 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): The Naga-
land unit of Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) celebrated the 68th birthday 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
September 17. 

A statement from the party on 
Tuesday informed celebrations were 
held at various places in the state, 

‘Celebration at the state head office 
in Kohima was organised by Ma-
hilla Morcha with Peter Rutsa, state 
vice president speaking on the life 
of Modi. After the programme, the 
party officials headed by organis-
ing secretary Nagaland in-charge, 
Ananta Narayan Mishra visited Ko-

BJP members celebrating Narendra Modi’s birthday in Dimapur on Monday.

Governor Acharya with Students and lecturers of the Department of Social Work, St Josephs University 
Dimapur at Raj Bhavan Kohima

St. Joseph’s University students meet gov.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): Governor PB 
Acharya interacted with students of St. 
Joseph’s University, Dimapur, who had 
participated in the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion Summer Internship 2018, at the Raj 
Bhavan in Kohima on Tuesday.

According to a Raj Bhavan statement, 
the governor was apprised about the 
Swachh Bharat Mission Summer Intern-
ship at Woroku village in Wokha district 
from June 7 to 19th by Dr. Pramodini 
Magh Rengma. The programme was an 
initiative of the college’s department of 
Social Work.

Pramodini informed that various ac-
tivities were conducted by the students 
including interaction with adolescent 
girls, youth and villagers; street plays; 

waste material collection drive; training 
on solid waste management, etc.   

“Governor Acharya congratulated the 
students in being a part of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission Summer Internship and 
hoped that the experience will have a pos-
itive impact in every aspect of their life. 
The governor encouraged the students to 
practice and put into action the activities 
learned and to be agents of the Swachh 
Bharat movement. 

The students were also given cer-
tificate of achievement by the governor 
on completion of their internship pro-
gramme. Nine students from the depart-
ment of Social Work, St. Joseph’s Universi-
ty along with two lecturers interacted with 
Governor Acharya,” it informed.  

ICFAI univ. holds 
talk on photography 

PCDA(BR) holds  GREF 
Adalat at project Sewak, Dmr. 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): The 
Department of Philosophy, 
ICFAI University Nagaland, 
held a talk on the topic “Pho-
tography: Facts & Facets of 
the art” on September 18 at 
the IUN auditorium

Atsen Murry, ‘photogra-
pher behind Pixel Stories’, 
was the resource person who 
shared his experiences as 
a photographer and talked 
about the technicalities be-
hind the making of a good 
picture. He also spoke about 
the history of how photog-
raphy started and the ele-
ments of photography. Using 

slideshows, Murray displayed 
some of his works and il-
lustrated how one can apply 
the elements of photography 
to pictures and make them 
beautiful. The Head of the 
Philosophy Department, Ro-
vikotuo Yhoshü, said that the 
department holds monthly 
talks on aesthetics and the 
practical application of phi-
losophy. He said that two 
talks on aesthetics in art and 
literature had already been 
conducted and that more 
of such talks in the coming 
months, this was stated in a 
press release.

SWD to org. baby show
Dimapur, Sept. 19 (EMN):  In continuation to the celebration 
of the National Nutrition Mission, the Department of Social 
Welfare under Dimapur district will be organizing a baby show 
between the age group of 6 to 18 months as part of the Prime 
Minister’s over-reaching nutrition programme on September 
22 at Anaki, Khermahal, starting at 10:30 am. Participation is 
open to all.

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
With the sole aim to re-
solve the critical issues 
related to pay and allow-
ances of GREF officers/
personnel and to provide 
immediate relief to them, 
the Defence Accounts 
Department is holding a 
GREF Adalat at HQ CE(P) 
Sewak from Sep. 18-20. 

A press release issued 
by PRO (Defence) Col. C 
Konwer informed that the 
Principal Controller of 
Defence Accounts (Bor-
der Roads) J. Lhungdim, 
IDAS ianugrated the 
GREF Adalat and con-
ducted the proceedings 
of the Adalat along with 
Brig D.S. Rawat, Chief En-
gineer. GREF stands for 
General Reserve Engineer 
Force, it is under the de-
fence ministry, Govern-
ment of India. 

J. Lhungdim, IDAS, 
PCDA(BR), in his inau-
gural address highlighted 
the core issue of his per-

sonal visit to redress the 
problems in pay and al-
lowances of GREF per-
sonnel and to boost the 
morale of the troops who 
are deployed in the very 
difficult, far-flung and 
remote areas of the Noth-
Eastern Sector.

He also interacted 
with the officers and per-
sonnel of Project Sewak 
and the efforts put in by 
the men and exhorted 
them to continue the 
good work.  The PCDA 
(BR) also held detailed 
discussion with Chief En-
gineer, Project Sewak to 
resolve the various out-
standing issues.

Apart from above, 
Sanjay H. Sansare, IDAS, 
Dy.CDA of PAO (GREF) 
also apprised the troops 
about the latest steps 
taken by their office to 
redress the grievances of 
the GREF personnel in 
a shortest possible time, 
the release stated. 

A picture of the hanging bridge provided by the Liphanyan village council on Tuesday. 

Villagers mend 46-year-old bridge hanging over Doyang

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
Residents of Liphanyan 
village in Wokha district 
have repaired a hanging 
bridge – which was first 
built way back in 1972 
– straddling the Doyang 
River. 

A statement from the 
Liphanyan village council 
on Tuesday informed that 

the bridge was in deplor-
able condition, prompt-
ing the villagers to repair 
it with financial assistance 
from the local legislator 
Mmhonlumo Kikon. 

“It is pertinent to men-
tion that this particular 
hanging bridge was built/
constructed in the year 
1972 by the then governor 

of Nagaland BK Nehru 
during his second visit to 
the village in honour of 
his wife Shobha Nehru 
who also accompanied the 
then governor during the 
visit. This hanging bridge 
is also the only line of 
transportation/communi-
cation for the neighbour-
ing villages located on the 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): A 7-day training pro-
gramme on Skill Training of Rural Youths’ is 
currently underway  at Horticulture Research 
Farm, Pfutsero which is being organised by the 
office of District Horticulture Office, Phek and 
Agriculture Technology Management Agency 
(ATMA). The programme is being sponsored 
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare, Govt. of India. The training which 
commenced on Sep. 14 will conclude on Sep. 
21, informed a press release received from the 
Horticulture Research Farm, Pfutsero. 

 It informed that the programme intends to 
target about 100 Rural Youth from different vil-
lages with 15 trainees per programme. 

The release stated that the resource person 

at the programme was District Horticulture 
Officer, Phek, Moalemba who highlighted on 
the importance of ‘transportation and market-
ing of fruits and vegetables’ in the rural areas. 

Horticulture Officer HRF, Pfutsero, Senti-
nungba Longchar, spoke on the objective of 
the training programme, the release further 
stated. 

other side of the river.
“Had the RCC bridge 

over the Doyang River 
been completed which 
was initiated by the Na-
galand Foothill Road Co-
ordination Committee 
such a burden would have 
been averted. However, it 
is discouraging to see that 

the said bridge is yet to 
be completed despite our 
fullest contribution with 
whatever local resources 
we could provide and also 
the required amount al-
ready being sanctioned 
long time back by the state 
government,” read the 
statement.

hima Orphanage and 
Destitute Home,’ it in-
formed. 

In Dimapur, the par-
ty’s Yuva Morcha cele-
brated the occasion at the 
Mother Teresa Orphan-
age Home and a short 
programme was organ-
ised at the party’s district 
office, according to the 
statement. 

Skill training of rural youths underway at Pfutsero
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A Sad India 
I

ndia these days is hitting the headlines for wrong, 
and at times, quite depressing reasons. While the 
country’s higher GDP growth rate compared to the 
developed and other developing countries, and its 

capacity to hold its own in the face of a global meltdown 
does give one some comfort, a plethora of disturbing 
and distressing news tend to overshadow such positive 
developments. The recent report in an internationally 
renowned health journal that Indian women account 
for more than a third of global suicides and men for 24 
per cent cannot but set all the people concerned over 
the well-being of their compatriots to serious intro-
spection. The all-India figure of suicides in 2016 was 
a staggering 2,30,314 of which 63 per cent belonged 
to the age-group of 15 to 39 years. Another significant 
finding has been that there was a 40 per cent rise in the 
incidence of suicide in our country between 1990 and 
2016. One can hardly be faulted if one tries to find a 
co-relation between this sudden spurt in suicides and 
globalisation. The health journal’s study underscores 
the reasons behind suicide among women which in-
clude child marriage, marital discord including pres-
sure for dowry, domestic violence, lack of compatibility 
with spouse and in-laws, arranged marriage in which 
individual choice is stifled and lack of access to men-
tal health care facilities. It also refers to the young In-
dians as the most vulnerable group among the males. 
These are but some of the traditional triggers. To these 
must be added the causes spawned by globalisation 
and technological super-revolution. In our country, 
thousands of farmers take their lives in the wake of ei-
ther a crop failure or a bumper crop. In either case the 
farmer is the ultimate loser. Unable to recover the costs 
of production and pay back the private money-lenders 
or the banks they are forced to end their own lives- at 
times entering into a suicide pact with other members 
of the family including innocent children. There are 
few, if any, records of unemployment-related suicides 
or from depression. Lakhs of Indian families have been 
affected by job-related dispersals within the country 
and migration to other countries. Newspapers across 
the country carry every now and then reports of senior 
citizens, often couples, taking their own lives, unable to 
bear either the death of the only child in foreign shores 
or losing touch with the son or the daughter engaged 
by transnational corporations to push their jugger-
naut. Easy availability of smart phones and its wide 
range of applications which make or break relation-
ship among the young people have also been found 
to have accelerated the tendency to commit suicide 
among a section of them. Unlike Bhutan which meas-
ures its prosperity in terms of happiness, India goes by 
the conventional yardsticks of GDP, exports, manufac-
turing and the like. But it is a sad country, and paying 
the price for the same.

Rishu Garg | IANS

Sahana Ghosh  | IANS

Example of a smart meter based on Open smart 
grid protocol (OSGP) in use in Europe that has 
the ability to reduce load, disconnect-reconnect 
remotely, and interface to gas and water meters. 
(wikipedia)

Hope is the anchor of the soul.

Elizabeth struggled for a long time with drug addic-
tion, and when she recovered wanted to help others 
in return. So she started writing notes and anony-

mously placing them throughout her city. Elizabeth tucks 
these notes under car windshield wipers and tacks them 
on poles in parks. She used to look for signs of hope; now 
she leaves them for others to find. One of her notes con-
cluded with these words: “Much love. Hope sent.”

Hope with love—that’s what Jesus gives. He brings 
us His love with each new day and strengthens us with 
that hope. His love is not rationed out to us drop by drop 
but flows out of His heart freely and is poured lavishly 
into ours: “We know how dearly God loves us, because 
he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his 
love” (Romans 5:5 nlt). He desires to use the hard times 
to develop perseverance and character and bring us a sat-
isfying, hope-filled life (vv. 3–4). And even when we’re far 
from Him, He still loves us (vv. 6–8).

Are you looking for signs of hope? The Lord gives 
hope with love through inviting us to grow in a relation-
ship with Him. Our hope for a fulfilling life is anchored in 
His unfailing love.   

I’m grateful, God, for the love You lavishly pour on me. 
Please bring me contentment in You and confidence in 

what You are doing in me.

Is the Smart Meter Programme 
Under UDAY Really Smart?

Scientists Track Microbes to Monitor Health of Sundarbans Fisheries

T
he key to the success of a smart 
meter implementation pro-
gramme is its ability to provide 
reliable electricity consumption 

data, to be used for plugging operational 
inefficiencies in the system.

This needs smart planning and a 
smarter execution. However, the poor 
progress of the smart metering initiative 
under Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana 
(UDAY) raises serious concerns regard-
ing planning and execution of the pro-
gramme.

The Indian government launched the 
UDAY scheme in November 2015 to ad-
dress the ailing operational and financial 
health of distribution companies (Dis-
coms). It mandated the installation of 
smart meters -- for consumption above 
500 units per month (by December 2017) 
and above 200 units per month (by De-
cember 2019). 

The scheme aimed at improved data 
tracking and monitoring in order to re-
duce aggregate technical and commer-
cial (AT&C) losses. But despite several 
initiatives and mandates, the uptake has 
been substantially low. 

Take Karnataka for instance: Out of 
137,456 consumers targeted under the 
500 units/month category, only 610 have 
installed smart meters (0.4 per cent). 
Similarly, in the 200 units/month cate-
gory of consumers, only 1,876 of 2,91,650 
consumers (0.6 per cent) have installed 
smart meters. 

Discoms attribute reasons such as 
high cost of implementation, lack of 
skilled manpower and data integration 
and inter-operability issues to the slow 
uptake. However, a closer look at the 
scheme reveals that challenges lie in the 
implementation plan itself. 

The scheme plans implementation 
of smart meters on a consumption ba-
sis; thus, smart meters are dispersed 
geographically posing considerable op-
erational, logistical and project manage-
ment challenges for both Discoms and 
the implementing agency. 

Most importantly, this does not allow 
actual auditing of energy consumption 
as the data is dispersed across multiple 
feeders and cannot help Discoms in in-
terpreting consumption in that area. 

For instance, in Tamil Nadu, only five 
per cent of the total consumers (scat-
tered over the entire state) consume 500 
units/month or above. Similarly, con-
sumers with 200 units/month consump-
tion are also spread across the state. This 
causes problems for data integration, es-
pecially considering that AT&C losses are 
calculated at the feeder level and consol-
idated at the section office level. 

The absence of consolidated data at 
the feeder level affects the efficiency and 
accuracy of billing and collection. There-
fore, metering these consumers would 
not support the desired objective of re-
duction the losses.

One possible solution to accelerate 
the pace of smart meter installation is 
by picking up an entire 11 kV feeder, as 
a pilot study, instead of implementing it 
on a consumer category basis. The In-
dian Smart Grid Forum (ISGF) also pro-
motes the idea of deployment of smart 
meters for all consumers associated with 
a feeder. 

This would benefit the discom, which 
would now be able to audit energy con-
sumption real-time, for an entire feeder. 
The energy auditing would support the 
tracking of AT&C loss in real-time. Once 
the losses are measured correctly, Dis-
coms could identify measures to reduce 
them. 

In Karnataka, CESC has implement-
ed the smart metering pilot project for 
14 feeders where all the consumers as-
sociated with the particular feeder are 
installed with smart meters. CESC has 
experienced benefits such as reduction 
in peak load consumption, automated 
meter reading & billing, and reduction in 
AT&C losses. 

Similarly, the Eastern Power Distri-
bution Company of Andhra Pradesh 
Limited (APEPDCL) in Vishakhapatnam 
is conducting a pilot study by installing 
smart meters for an 11 kV feeder with 
27 distribution transformers, and 1,608 
consumers.

In order to ensure that Discoms reap 
maximum benefit from the pilot, a field 
survey to identify the most suitable feed-
ers may be required. This should take 
into consideration feeders with high 
AT&C losses, suitable consumer mix and 
suitable communication technologies to 
gather smart meter data. 

It should also take into consideration 
the volume of energy input to the feeder, 
as any reduction in AT&C losses for such 
feeders will have a bigger impact on the 
Discom’s revenue. 

In addition to tracking losses, smart 
meters can also be used to monitor 
other parameters such as power avail-
ability, voltage fluctuations, reliability of 
restoration, and load redistribution de-
pending on results monitored. A proper 
technical evaluation of features of smart 
meters, both pre and post implementa-
tion, is important.

An impact assessment of the pi-
lot project, following implementation, 
will reveal the gaps therein and assess 
whether the project can achieve the de-
sired objectives. These need to be taken 
into consideration and addressed before 
a large-scale roll out of the project. 

Consolidating data at the feeder level 
will not only reduce the cost of imple-
mentation but also allow Discoms to un-
derstand specific challenges to loss re-
duction in an area. More importantly, it 
will help Discoms witness the improve-
ment in energy efficiency that smart 
metering can bring and thus motivate 
implementation of the scheme. 

Rishu Garg is a Senior Research 
Engineer in the Energy Domain (Power) 

at the Bengaluru-based Center for 
Study of Science, Technology and Policy 

[CSTEP], a research-based policy 
think tank. The views expressed are 

those of CSTEP. He can be contacted at 
rishugarg@cstep.in

T
hey may be microscopic in size, but bacterio-
plankton steer major carbon cycling and food 
webs in aquatic ecosystems. Bacterioplankton 
are the bacterial component of plankton that live 

in water bodies, including oceans and lakes.
Now, scientists at the Indian Institute of Science Edu-

cation and Research (IISER), Kolkata are keeping an eye 
out for bacterioplankton and how they chow down and 
use carbon, in the world’s largest delta, the Sundarbans, to 
track changes in freshwater flow that could have implica-
tions for sustainability of coastal fisheries.

Explaining the premise for this microbe-based moni-
toring, they reason that when environmental parameters 
change (such as influx of fresh or saline water), it throws 
the existing bacterial community structure into turmoil.

This disturbance, in turn, shapes up how nutrients are 
broken down in the system and made available through 
the food chain to the organisms higher up in the web, 
such as fish. 

Aiding the team in their observations is a time se-
ries, the Sundarbans Biological Observatory Time Series 
(SBOTS), which maps data monthly to pinpoint trends in 
the health of the Sundarbans ecosystem.

“Understanding elemental cycling (such as carbon 
cycling) is a good way to understand the health of the 
ecosystem. I believe this is the only mangrove time series 
in India if not in Asia,” Punyasloke Bhadury of the Centre 
for Climate and Environmental Studies (CCES) at IISER, 
Kolkata told Mongabay-India.

Spread out across 10,000 square km, Sundarbans, the 
largest single-track mangroves in the world, lies in the 
Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) delta and is shared 
between India and Bangladesh.

This mangrove ecosystem encompasses over 102 is-
lands in the Indian side (in the state of West Bengal) with a 
network of innumerable rivers, rivulets and creeks.

The study stations for the time series are located in the 

223.4 square km Sagar Island, the largest compact island 
of Sundarbans that sits at the confluence of the Hooghly 
river (a branch of the Ganga) and the Bay of Bengal.

The shrinking island lies 6.7 metres above sea level 
and is battling soil erosion, breach of embankments and 
loss of landmass and rising sea levels. 

“Based on our preliminary studies, we believe that 
freshwater flow in the Sundarbans (at Sagar) is now start-
ing to change and these changes are now starting to show 
clearly through the level of changes happening at the 
bacterial community structures,” Bhadury said on the 
sidelines of the international Land-Ocean-Atmosphere 
workshop.

At this year’s workshop convened by Bhadury at the 
institute, it was discussed how understanding the land-
ocean-atmosphere interactions aids in management of 
terrestrial and coastal resources nationally to maximise 
benefits to people’s livelihood as well as environmental 
protection.

A key example of such dynamics, informed Bhadury 
and colleague Anwesha Ghosh, is the land-ocean bound-
ary-based coastal ecosystem in the Sundarbans, a region 
that experiences the third largest river discharge in the 
world through the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna out-
flow.

The Indian Sundarbans archipelago acts as the “nurs-
ery” for nearly 90 percent of the aquatic species of eastern 
coast of India. In Sagar, fisheries rank second after agricul-
ture in terms of livelihood.

Based on their research, the scientists say they now 
have some idea of how carbon cycling is taking place in 
the system and that the system in Sagar Island is now 
“probably transitioning to a marine system from an es-
tuarine system.”

“The reason why we set up monthly monitoring since 
2010 in the time series is so that we have long-term data to 
determine the exact changes,” explained Ghosh.

“What makes it more complex for the Sundarbans is 
that if you look at all the seven estuaries, each of them is 
very different. The freshwater inputs differ from the east-

ern part to the west. Eastern part of the Sundarbans are 
more protected (very minimal human interference) so 
the kind of nutrients you would see from anthropogenic 
sources is different than that you would see in the western 
part,” Ghosh said.

Sustainability practitioner Anurag Danda, who was 
not involved in the study, emphasised on the variability 
across the estuaries.

“Yes, at this location the system may be transitioning 
into a marine system but it may not be the case in Megh-
na estuary at the eastern extreme due to higher volume 
of freshwater flow,” Danda, senior advisor to WWF, told 
Mongabay-India.

Tracking freshwater flow is important, said Danda, as 
deltas are highly sensitive to changes in freshwater flows.

“Progressive layering of sediment over time results 
in the build-up of delta land mass that will continue to 
build seaward — as long as rates of erosion do not exceed 
rates of sedimentation. Reduced freshwater flows reduce 
the rate of sedimentation thereby impacting the physi-
cal integrity of a delta. We are already witnessing this on 
the south western sea-facing islands in the Sundarbans,” 
Danda told Mongabay-India.

Under rising sea level conditions, freshwater flows be-
come even more important, he said.

Reduced freshwater flows result in the saline front 
being pushed further inland and reduction in mangrove 
area because of man-made barriers to successful migra-
tion of mangroves. The man-made freshwater agro-eco-
system further inland also witnesses falling productivity 
due to increased soil and water salinity, he said.

“In addition, there is a change in species composition 
on land and in water. This is not problematic by itself but 
the change could result in replacement of commercially 
important species by less important species,” he said.

In arrangement with Mongabay.com, a source for 
environmental news reporting and analysis. The views 

expressed in the article are those of Mongabay.com. 
Feedback: gopi@mongabay.com

Distancing From the Bitter Past Tribalism is... 
“Yesterday’s mistakes: no regrets, just 

lessons for today and a stepping stone 
for tomorrow!”

Many people keep distance, or even 
get completely freed from their bitter past 
through faith, or self-control, or prayers 
and fast, or by sacrificing bad company 
and making new good friends. But for me, 
it’s my poetries and other piece of writings 
that enable me to keep distance from my 
despicable past. 

I believe “The Dancing Quill” will one-
day bid “Adieu” to the past for all eternity 
whilst acknowledging the fact that I am 
that Dancing Quill.

Many a time’, I’ve been advised and 
exhorted to forget about my past mis-
deeds by my dear friends and loved ones; 
preached and even prayed for by the Rev. 
and Pastors that I may no more think or 
look back to my dark past. But, of late, this 
is what I found, “You can’t escape from 
your past. However, you can always keep a 
safe distance from it, and even make your 
past experience of misdeeds work to your 
advantage!”

To let this happen, you need to accept 
your past, remain a watcher and remain a 
witness. The past has happened to you; it 
is NOT you! The moment you remember 
this, suddenly you will see a distance aris-
ing between you and your past. When you 

lose awareness of your past, it affects you; 
when you gain awareness, there is a dis-
tance. The more your awareness rises, the 
more the distance increases. A moment 
comes when you are so far away from your 
past that it is as if it’s not there at all!

With all this awareness, you are prone 
to have a glimpse of your future, and as you 
get a peep into your future you are simply 
encouraged to increase your awareness 
and further distance away from your past. 

The same logic applies for sadness. Your 
past sadness was a happening of yesterday; 
it is NOT YOUR today. If you are aware of it 
instead of remaining ignorant you are go-
ing to distance from your sadness. And this 
awareness will open the door of your hap-
piness to your future soon...Almost all my 
writings are based on my association with 
my dark past and the experiences  gathered 
along the hard, bitter way after having real-
ized that my past had always been planted 
in my deep subconscious mind but it can 
be kept away from harming me, and used 
to my advantage!...and it can also be rid off 
completely through total surrender of my 
life to the creator.

May we, instead of regretting, have the 
will to learn lessons and keep distance from 
our past/ sadness by remaining aware of it 
at all times!

A. Anato Swu

T
ribalism is when we publicly 
display our pride for the pri-
vate and personal achieve-
ments of members of our 

tribe, yet fail to express our shame for 
the social misdeeds of our commu-
nity members.

Tribalism is when tribal organi-
sations consider even random acts 
of injustice against one of their 
member(s) as an act/insult against 
the whole community, but disap-
pear from the scene and refuse to ac-
cept responsibility when members of 
other tribes happen to be a victim of 
injustice or crime committed by their 
members.

Tribalism is when we rush to fe-
licitate the promotions and appoint-
ments of individuals from our respec-
tive tribes into the government sector. 
Individuals who are neither promot-
ed for the community nor appointted 
for the community, but to serve each 
and every citizen of the state.

Tribalism is when tribal hohos, 
unions and associations decide to 
keep in abeyance their ultimatums to 
‘the Government’ because the head of 
the concerned department or legisla-
tor Incharge of that defaulting/non-
performing department at that point 

of time happens to be one of theirs.
Tribalism is when tribal institu-

tions decide to give ultimatums to 
‘the government’ or the ‘chief min-
ister’ and not the defaulting depart-
ment since the HOD or Legislator in-
charge of it happens to be from their 
tribe.

Tribalism is when we support un-
derground factions simply because 
members of our tribe are in majority 
or hold various positions of authority 
and influence in the particular group.

Tribalism is when we refuse to talk 
of the glaring failings of our own tribe 
on social media but waste no time 
to highlight the shortcomings in the 
others.

Tribalism is when we insist the 
plural reference ‘naga’ is used when 
members of our tribe are signaled 
out for unpleasant incidences. Yet we 
bask with pride and decide not to ob-
ject when our singular tribal identity 
is referred to for pleasant and positive 
events.

Tribalism is when traditional and 
community institutions congratulate 
politicians from their community for 
their electoral success but fail to con-
front them for their failures in govern-
nance.               Peter Rutsa
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PATH

Where to Find Hope

BIBLE READ:  ROMANS 5:1–11  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

~   Romans 5:5     



M
any of us spend hours 
every day tethered to 
our devices, pawing 
at the screen to see if 

it will deliver a few more likes or 
emails, monitoring the world and 
honing our online presence. So-
cial networking platforms such as 
Whatsapp, Snapchat, Instagram, 
Facebook and Twitter are supposed 
to make us feel more connected. 
Yet our reliance on technology to 
“see” the social world around us 
can be a heavy burden.

The Pew Research Centre re-
cently reported that about a quar-
ter of US adults say they are “al-
most constantly” online. Stress, 
addiction, depression and anxiety 
seem unsurprising consequences 
of using social platforms often 
specifically designed to keep us re-
peating the same actions over and 
over again.

Even so, many would find the 
prospect of living offline worri-
some, or simply impossible. That’s 
why we undertook a small study 
with 50 people who may seem 
nothing less than social outcasts 
in today’s screen saturated envi-

ronment. None of our participants 
used social media or had a mobile 
phone, and most even refused to 
email.

We wanted to understand why 
these people had decided to switch 
off, and how they managed it. But 
rather than seeking quick fixes 
for overuse, we explored the prin-
ciples and values that drove our 
participants to live the way they 
do. Much has already been written 
about how we can switch off – but 
that won’t achieve much, unless we 
really feel the benefits.

Here’s what our respondents said 
they’d learned, from living their 
social lives offline.
1. Spending time with others
Part of the problem with social net-
working platforms is that we don’t 
just use them for communicating – 
they also promote a particular way 
of being connected to and support-
ive of those around us. These inter-
actions are channelled through the 
platform to create data, which is 
ultimately fed back to data brokers 
and marketers.

Our participants shared a deep 

belief in, and attachment to, a dif-
ferent way of socialising that’s 
focused on expression, touch-
ing, talking and being in the same 
space, physically. For them, this 
helped to maintain a feeling of hu-
man bonding and connection.

And while this slower, deeper 
acknowledgement of others was 
especially valued by our partici-
pants, they also thought it might 
be valuable to society more broad-
ly. Given the angst-ridden nature 
of frenetic social networking, we 
could all benefit from slowing 
down and taking stock more often.

For many people today, the 
sense of being “always-on” is gen-
erating a desire to achieve greater 
balance and disengage from the 
things that are causing them stress. 
For our participants, who didn’t 
use smartphones and social me-
dia, time with others was associ-

ated with a sense of calm and pur-
pose in life.
2. Switching off is not missing out
Our participants questioned what 
exactly is “social” about social me-
dia: what constitutes communica-
tion, and what do we get from the 
way that social stuff is measured 
on online platforms – whether 
that’s friendship, support or social 
contact. Rather than having hun-
dreds of “friends”, they would al-
ways choose to see people face to 
face and nurture relationships that 
would support them through the 
tough times.

Taking the opportunity to 
switch off may, at first, cause some 
anxiety. But the trick is to realise 
that switching off is not the same 
as missing out. When you first 
switch off, you may spend more 
time in your own company. But 
from these moments may come 

a realisation of how exhausting it 
is to sustain online connections, 
and indeed how superficial it is to 
be locked in endless exchanges of 
trivial information.

Those who chose to disconnect 
are neither sad nor excluded. Freed 
from the screen, they escaped from 
the overwhelming flows of infor-
mation and tasks. Their deep sense 
of connection with the world, and 
their loved ones, was clear to see.
3. Being, rather than doing
Many of those who switched off 
enjoyed new-found vitality, be-
cause they found time to connect 
with the world in the here and now. 
This is crucial to helping us reset 
and relax, so that we are prepared 
for more stressful times.

Time spent scrolling through 
content may feel as though it 
makes light demands on body and 
mind. But the visual interference 

from a bright screen is far from re-
laxing. You are much less likely to 
have restful sleep if you share a bed 
with your smartphone, or surf to 
sleep.

As mindfulness is becoming 
more popular, its core ideas are 
often coopted by technology. On 
Instagram, for example, success-
ful influencers show off their yoga 
skills and promote spiritual disci-
plines. Fitness trackers, health data 
and yoga apps consistently rank 
among the top apps downloaded 
by smartphone users.

Our disconnected group told 
us that we should be more critical 
of our use of apps and start leaving 
our phone behind. If mindfulness 
is a state of being focusing on the 
present – channelling thoughts, 
feelings and sensations as they 
flow through us – then what use 
is a screen? Constant connection 
paradoxically results in less free 
time, and periods when we are able 
to think without interruption give 
precious refuge from the demands 
of daily life.

These disconnected people did 
not switch off to be “anti-social”. 
They did so to take charge of when 
and where they connected with 
people. They may well be part of 
a vanguard, leading to new ways 
of being happier, more rested and, 
yes, more social.

Ten years from now, we might 
look back at the emergence of so-
cial media as a part of humanity’s 
growing-up – a time that created 
social divisions, anxiety and rest-
lessness and which damaged the 
health and well-being of many. 
Until then, maybe it’s best to put 
our smartphones down – or at least 
switch them off a little more often.

Rowland Atkinson is chair in 
inclusive societies at University of 

Sheffield. 
Mariann Hardey is directorate 

of advanced research computing 
(ARC) in Durham University

A 
new acquaintance 
needs to be reminded 
of your name while 
you are having a con-

versation. A colleague forgets 
your plan to meet for coffee 
and schedules a conflicting 
meeting. A friend books a ta-
ble for the two of you at a res-
taurant but it slips her mind 
that you don’t like sushi.

We have all been on the 
receiving end of another per-
son’s memory failure, and 
have forgotten important 
things about people our-
selves. Until recently, how-
ever, we haven’t been able to 

understand these experiences 
and their consequences with 
much beyond anecdotes. My 
research group decided to 
change that.

We undertook a system-
atic study of the experience 
of being forgotten. We wanted 
to find out what a typical ex-
perience looks like – who is 
involved, what gets forgotten, 
and how often it happens to 
people. We also wondered 
how people were affected and 
whether there was any meas-
urable impact on the relation-
ship afterwards.

To find out, we used a 

combination of methods. In 
one strand, we asked about 
50 people to keep a daily diary 
over two weeks. They had to 
record all occasions in which 
they were forgotten and give 
some details about the experi-
ence when it happened.

In another strand, we con-
structed social interactions in 
our laboratory in which an-
other 50 participants discov-
ered that someone else had 
forgotten most of the details 
of a previous conversation. We 
then recorded how it made 
them feel. Finally, we showed 
several hundred people sto-
ries in which someone was 
forgotten or remembered. We 
asked for their reaction and 
what they thought of the peo-
ple involved.

What we found
One of our most surprising 
discoveries was how frequent-
ly things about people were 
forgotten. On average, our 
diary keepers reported being 
forgotten about seven times 
over a two week period – once 
every other day. And it wasn’t 
only people who had just met 
one another; people were for-
gotten with similar frequency 
by acquaintances, co-work-
ers, classmates, flatmates and 

friends.
The type of memory fail-

ure did depend on who was 
doing the forgetting. Com-
plete failures of recognition 
were relatively rare (9%), and 
limited mainly to new or cas-
ual types of relationships. Per-
sonal details were forgotten 
most often (48%), especially 
in less close types of relation-
ships such as acquaintances.

In closer relationships 
such as friendships, people 
most often forgot something 
about past interactions or 
shared experiences (26% of 
all the memory failures). For 
example, one participant re-
corded a close friend telling 
her a story about a party that 
the participant had also at-
tended. Closer relationships 
also provided the most exam-
ples of people forgetting obli-
gations or promises (“I had a 
‘date’ on Skype today with my 
boyfriend but he forgot”). This 
type of forgetting was relative-
ly rare overall (8%), however.

Another surprise was that 
people tended to be very un-
derstanding about memory 
lapses. They usually made an 
excuse for the forgetter – “She 
met too many people in the 
last couple of days.” Only in 
about one in five instances 

did a person explicitly link 
the memory failure to a lack 
of investment in them or the 
information, such as saying 
“I don’t think she found the 
place where I am from to be 
interesting or worth remem-
bering.”

What it means
So do you need to worry about 
forgetting during social in-
teraction? In the minority of 
cases where people explain 
memory failure through a lack 
of investment, the answer is 
obviously yes. As you might 
expect, these instances made 
people feel substantially less 
important and less close to 
the person who forgot them.

Yet even in the majority of 
cases where people excused 
the forgetter, there was still 
some negative effect on the 
relationship. Despite provid-
ing excuses, people tended to 
feel a little less important and 
close to the person as a re-
sult. In short, people are usu-
ally very understanding about 
memory failures, but they do 
still hurt a bit.

So might it improve our 
relationships if we made more 
effort to remember things 
about people? We think it 
probably would. In prelimi-

nary follow-up work, we have 
found that prompting partici-
pants to make clear that they 
remember the details of a past 
social interaction improved 
their ability to communicate 
that they care about others. 
We can’t yet say with certain-

ty how effective bolstering 
memory might be for improv-
ing social interaction, but it is 
definitely better than forget-
ting people.

Devin Ray is a lecturer in 
Psychology at the University 

of Aberdeen.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today may be 
filled with sudden changes and unexpect-
ed events, Aries. The energy is electric and 
strong. People will act in erratic, powerful 

bursts. Try to stay centered and maintain your focus. 
Keep in mind that if you need to break free from certain 
limitations, now is the time to make that move. Have 
confidence in your actions and make it happen.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might not 
get the things done that you want to do to-
day, Taurus, but don’t sweat it. Go easy on 
yourself if you still have a few unchecked 

things on the list tonight. People may pop out of no-
where and demand your attention for much of the 
time. Listen, be present, and try not to think of the 
things that aren’t getting done. Focus on those things 
that are getting done.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is a fan-
tastic day, Gemini, so make the most of it. If 
you’re emotionally and mentally prepared to 
go on a new, exciting life journey, the oppor-

tunity will present itself. The energy will be fast and fu-
rious. You can work harmoniously with electrical gad-
gets and new technologies. Break free of the mundane 
and seek less conventional ways of living.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’ll be tested 
today, Cancer, so brace yourself for the un-
expected. A large piece of your life is coming 
into question at this time, and you’re being 

forced to face the music. Is this something that really 
rings true with your inner being? If it is, you should be 
able to deal with this challenge. If you’re struggling, 
perhaps you should take this as a sign that you need a 
major life change.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You have lots of ener-
gy at your disposal today, Leo, but it’s erratic 
and powerful. You have the stamina to make 
major changes, and the opportunity to break 

free from any restrictions that hold you back. Embrace 
the new, fresh aspects of your life that ring true to your 
freedom-loving nature. Give your soul room to breathe 
as you take a long walk in nature this afternoon.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): It’s time to take a bold 
step forward, Virgo. Have confidence in your-
self and all the careful planning you’ve been 
painstakingly doing for the past few months. 

Realize that much of this hard work is paying off, but only 
if you’re willing to take the next step. The opportunity is 
there. All you need to do is jump on it. Act out of faith and 
confidence instead of fear and restriction.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You can’t ask for a 
better day, Libra. Positive energy is coming 
your way. You should look for the opportu-
nities that are right in front of you. You may 

be going through some significant upheaval right now. 
Clear away all the things that have limited you in the 
past. The future is wide open. Empower yourself to 
make the changes necessary to build your life way you 
want it to be.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Be on your toes 
today, Scorpio, and expect the unexpected. 
People may be acting out in rash, outlandish 
ways, so go with the flow. As usual, you have 

a tremendous ability to roll with the punches and still 
come out unscathed. Just take care that someone else 
isn’t grabbing the reins. Stay laid-back while maintain-
ing control of your actions.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): If you’ve 
put in your time and done your homework, 
this day can prove very rewarding, Sagittarius. 
Watch out for incredible opportunities hiding 

nearby. You have a great deal of physical energy today, 
although you may find it erratic and a bit out of control. 
Break free of anything that seems to be binding you. 
Shed the chains and live the way you want to live.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may 
find people very stubborn today, so take 
care, Capricorn. Arguments can explode 
out of nowhere, so have your helmet ready. 

Think before you act and don’t feel pressured to get 
involved in something that makes you feel uncomfort-
able. Remember that it’s OK to just walk away. No one 
will win the boxing match, so don’t even get in the ring.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Initiate a ma-
jor change in your life, Aquarius. Break free 
of the humdrum and launch into something 
exciting. Take part in a class that expands 

your mind. Consider yoga, tarot, or any form of martial 
arts. You have a tremendous amount of energy today. 
It will help you maintain confidence and endurance as 
you do the groundwork to put this new life-enhancing 
endeavor in motion.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Action is the 
word of the day. Whether you’re initiating 
it or feeling the brunt of it, you’ll be caught 
up in the vortex of it. Try not to lose your 

tempter today, Pisces, and don’t be surprised if people 
act rashly and insensitively. Perhaps this is their way of 
saying they need you and that your energy and input 
are important. Have confidence in your words.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Three Things We Can All Learn From People 
Who Don’t Use Smartphones or Social Media

How Often Do People Forget Things About One Another? We Decided to Find Out

Rowland Atkinson and Mariann Hardey  | The Conversation

Devin Ray  | The Conversation
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African man, Indian wife 
arrested for duping people

Rahul says PM’s Swachh 
Bharat a hollow slogan

New Delhi, Sep. 19 (PTI): 
An African national and 
his Indian wife were ar-
rested for allegedly dup-
ing several people, in-
cluding a woman social 
worker, in the name of 
customs clearance for 
gifts received from them, 
police said Wednesday.

The cyber cell of the 
Delhi police arrested 
Ifeanyi Joachin Nwafor 
and his wife from Dab-
ri area on Monday and 
seized cash worth INR 
6.69 lakh along with 12 
mobile phones and two 
laptops, they said.

According to a com-
plaint lodged by the so-
cial worker, a UK-based 
man named George Moor 
added her on social net-
working site Facebook 
a few months ago. He 
requested her to accept 
a few gifts for the poor 
people in India.

A few days later, the 
complainant said, she 
received a call from an 
unknown woman, who 
claimed to be a customs 
officer in Mumbai, and 
said that a parcel had 
been received from the 
UK for clearance and she 
would have to pay a sum 
of INR 26,000 as customs 

duty.
On July 10, the com-

plainant deposited that 
amount in the bank ac-
count provided by that 
unknown woman.

However, the woman 
had told the complain-
ant that the parcel con-
tained valuable items so 
she would have to pay 
Income Tax, and on the 
next day, she deposited 
INR 95, 600, the com-
plainant said.

After receiving sev-
eral calls for the money, 
the woman reported the 
matter to the police and 
filed a complaint, the 
police said.

After analysing the 
mobile numbers, the po-
lice noticed that the ac-
cused persons had visited 
Assam last December, 
and they took out a list of 
passengers of all flights 
from New Delhi to Di-
mapur and from Guwa-
hati to New Delhi.

The police also ob-
tained the details of bank 
accounts wherein the 
money had been depos-
ited.

The police also got 
the details of those ATMs 
from where the accused 
persons used to withdraw 

the amount and analysed 
the footage of CCTV cam-
eras installed in the area, 
the police said.

“During interroga-
tion, it was found that 
Nwafor is from Nigeria 
and in 2009, he had come 
to India on a business 
visa. In 2012, he came in 
contact with the woman 
(co-accused) through 
Facebook, who is from 
Assam, and later they 
started living together in 
Delhi. They got married 
later in the country,” DCP 
(Dwarka) Anto Alphonse 
said.

“Nwafor has made 
several fake Facebook ac-
counts and made friends 
through them. The duo 
used to approach people 
through social media. 
After taking them into 
confidence, he used to 
tell his Facebook friends 
about sending precious 
gifts for them,” he said.

“Later, his wife called 
those victims and intro-
duced herself as a cus-
toms officer and used to 
convince them to deposit 
money into a particular 
bank account. When the 
money was deposited, 
they withdrew it within 
hours,” the DCP added.

New Delhi, Sep. 19 (IANS): 
Attacking Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for the “trag-
ic death” of sewer worker 
Anil in west Delhi, Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi 
on Wednesday said “PM’s 
Swachh Bharat is a hollow 
slogan, when he is blind to 
the plight of thousands of 
manual scavengers”.

“Anil’s tragic death in 
the sewers of Delhi and 
photographs of his grieving 
son have made headlines 
worldwide,” said Gandhi 
on Twitter. 

“Our PM’s ‘Swachh 
Bharat’ is a hollow slogan, 
when he’s blind to the plight 
of thousands of manual 
scavengers forced to exca-
vate toilets and sewer lines 
in inhuman conditions,” he 
added.

Anil, 20, died while 
cleaning a Delhi Jal Board 
(DJB) sewer pit in west Del-
hi’s Dabri on Friday evening. 

The incident took place 
less than a week after the 
death of five workers inside 
a sewage pipe of DLF Capi-
tal Greens in Moti Nagar.

Congress senior leaders (L-R) Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand Sharma, Randeep Surjewala, Ahmed Patel and 
others leave after a meeting with Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), in New Delhi, Wednesday, 
Sep. 19.

PTI

Congress goes to CAG, says 
report soon in Parliament

RSS not against inter-
caste marriage —Bhagwat

CCEA approves INR 1,225 
crore for rural health workers

New Delhi, Sep. 19 (PTI): 
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat 
on Wednesday said that 
Sangh was not against inter-
caste marriage and it was an 
issue of compatibility be-
tween a man and woman.

Answering wide-rang-
ing questions on issues like 
inter-caste marriages, edu-
cation as well as the caste 
system, Bhagwat also said 
if there is a census on inter-

caste marriages, the maxi-
mum cases will be those 
from the Sangh.

Bhagwat added that 
inter-caste marriages are 
most common among RSS 
volunteers.

On the last day of the 
three-day mega outreach 
conclave by the Hindutva 
outfit, the RSS chief also 
said India needs a new edu-
cation policy. 

New Delhi, Sep. 19 (IANS): 
The Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs on 
Wednesday approved a 
package of INR 1,224.97 
crore for the government 
scheme ASHA, doubling 
the incentives given to 
workers under the Nation-
al Rural Health Mission 
(NRHM).

Under the NRHM, the 
government provides vil-
lages with a trained female 
Accredited Social Health 
Activist or ASHA. 

The CCEA chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi gave its approval to 
the benefit package with 

effect from October this 
year (to be paid in Novem-
ber 2018). The package 
entails the expenditure till 
2020.

An official statement 
said there will be an in-
crease in the amount of 
routine and recurring in-
centives under NRHM for 
ASHAs from INR 1,000 per 
month to INR 2,000 per 
month.

More than one crore 
ASHAs and ASHA facilita-
tors will be covered under 
PMJJBY and more than 
nine lakh of them will be 
covered under PMSBY, ac-
cording to the statement.

Cabinet clears ordinance 
making triple talaq a crime

A Muslim woman looks on, near Jama Masjid in New Delhi on 
September 19.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses at a public meeting, in 
Kurnool on September 18.

PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 19 (IANS): 
Ahead of Assembly elec-
tions in five states, the Un-
ion Cabinet on Wednesday 
approved an ordinance 
making triple talaq a crim-
inal offence, with the gov-
ernment stating that there 
was a “compelling neces-
sity” and “overpowering 
urgency” to do so.

The ordinance, which 
will be sent to the Presi-
dent for approval, comes 
against the backdrop of 
the government’s inability 
to get a bill on the issue 
passed in the last mon-
soon session of Parlia-
ment. 

The government then 
brought some changes in 
the original bill provid-
ing for only the women 
or their blood relations 
to file complaints against 
the erring husbands in a 
bid to get support from 
the Congress and other 
parties in the Rajya Sabha 
but did not succeeded in 
passing it.

Briefing reporters af-
ter a meeting of the un-
ion cabinet on why it 
was resorting to an ordi-
nance, Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said that 
instances of instant tri-
ple talaq have “continued 
unabated” in spite of the 
Supreme Court declaring 

it unconstitutional and 
Lok Sabha passing a bill 
that is now pending in the 
Rajya Sabha. 

He attacked the Con-
gress and said it had not 
supported the bill in the 
Rajya Sabha due to “vote 
bank politics”. 

Prasad said the issue 
pertained to respect for 
women and not to religion 
or path of worship. 

“The issue of triple ta-
laq has nothing to do with 
faith, mode of worship. It 
is pure issue of gender jus-
tice and gender equality.” 

He said triple talaq was 
still being given on flimsy 
grounds such as chappap-

ti getting burnt and wife 
waking up late. There were 
instances of the instant di-
vorce having being given 
on social media platform 
WhatsApp, he said. 

“Women are being 
oppressed, they are suf-
fering. Most instances 
are taking place in Uttar 
Pradesh,” he said.

Giving out figures of 
triple talaq cases between 
January 2017 and Sep-
tember 2018 from several 
states that totalled 430 
including 229 before the 
Supreme Court judge-
ment and 201 later, he said 
there could be many other 
unreported cases. 

“The bottomline is 
that cases of triple talaq 
continue unabated. What-
ever we have collected is 
shocking,” he said. 

Prasad said several 
Islamic countries have 
banned instant triple ta-
laq but it still prevailed 
in a secular country like 
India.

He said the offence 
will become cognizable 
(with provision of three 
years  impr isonment) 
if the FIR is filed by the 
woman or by her blood 
relations. A compromise 
can be reached at the ini-
tiative of woman and with 
appropriate conditions 
imposed by the magistrate 
concerned.

Prasad also said that 
bail can be given by the 
magistrate after hearing 
the woman who has filed 
the case. The custody of 
minor children will go to 
the mother and she will be 
entitled to maintenance 
for herself and her minor 
children. 

He said the purpose 
was not to break families 
and a compromise will 
have the court’s seal. 

Prasad appealed to 
UPA chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi to support the 
efforts for giving justice 
to women by rising above 

the considerations of 
“vote bank politics.” 

He made a similar ap-
peal to BSP chief Mayawa-
ti and West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee. “Support it by rising 
above politics,” he said.

Prasad said the Con-
gress supported the bill in 
the Lok Sabha but not in 
the Rajya Sabha. 

“Let them publicly say 
when the session com-
mences we will support it. 
We would appreciate their 
support in the House, not 
before TV channels,” he 
said. 

He said the govern-
ment tried to take the 
Congress along. Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
Ananth Kumar had, on 
the directions of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
met Congress leaders to 
seek their support for the 
passage of the bill in the 
Rajya Sabha. 

Asked if steps will be 
taken for empowerment 
of Muslim women, in-
cluding BJP giving ticket 
during elections, Prasad 
said the issue should not 
be reduced to political 
empowerment: “We are 
consciously keeping this 
bill away from political 
divide. It is for gender jus-
tice.”

New Delhi, Sep. 19 (IANS): 
Escalating its attack on the 
Rafale deal, a high-level 
Congress delegation on 
Wednesday met Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General of 
India (CAG) Rajiv Mehri-
shi with its demand for a 
probe into the Narendra 
Modi government’s deal 
with France to purchase 36 
fighter jets.

The part has been say-
ing that the deal has caused 
“loss” to the exchequer and 
“endangered” national se-
curity.

The party later claimed 
that the CAG told the del-
egation that the auditor was 
examining the entire issue 
and would soon submit a 
report to Parliament.

The delegation that 
included party leaders -- 
Leader of the Opposition 
in Rajya Sabha Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, Anand Sharma, 
Ahmed Patel and Randeep 
Singh Surjewala -- also sub-
mitted a memorandum to 
the CAG giving the history of 
the proposal to buy Rafale 
fighter jets, the process for 
which began in 2007.

The memorandum said 
that “unilateral” purchase of 
36 Rafale jets from Dassault 
Aviation has caused “loss 
to public exchequer, en-
dangered national security, 
bypassed Hindustan Aero-
nautics Ltd (HAL) to benefit 
crony friends, and violated 
the mandatory provisions 
of Defence Procurement 
Procedure (DPP)”.

The memorandum to 
the CAG marks escalation 
by the Congress of its fight 
against the Modi govern-
ment over the Rafale issue, 
on which the party has held 
press conferences in differ-
ent parts of the country.

Former Defence Minis-
ter AK Antony had on Tues-
day accused Prime Minister 
Modi led-NDA government 
of compromising national 
security by reducing the 
number of fighter planes to 
be procured from 126 as ne-
gotiated by the UPA govern-
ment to 36. Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
had countered the charges 

and held the erstwhile UPA 
regime responsible for the 
exclusion of HAL in the deal.

“CAG told us that they 
were examining the entire 
Rafale deal including the 
payments and procedures 
made,” Congress leader 
Randeep Singh Surjewala 
told the media after meeting 
the CAG.

“Modi will be exposed 
soon...as CAG has assured 
(us) that they will look at 
all the documents that we 
brought in the public do-
main and very soon it will 
submit a report in Parlia-
ment,” he said.

Surjewala said Modi is 
“personally responsible” for 
violating the DPP and exclu-
sion of the HAL from getting 
an offset contract worth 
over INR 30,000 crore from 
Dassault Aviation. 

The memorandum in-
cludes “acts of commis-
sion and omission” by the 
government in the deal an-
nounced by Modi in April 
2015. 

Pointing to the viola-
tions of DPP by Modi, the 
memorandum states: “No 
mandatory prior approval 
of ‘Cabinet Committee on 
Security’ was taken before 
announcing purchase of 36 
Rafale aircraft on 10th April, 
2015.

“Mandatory require-
ment of DPP for ‘Price 
Discovery’ through the in-
strumentalities of ‘Contract 
Negotiation Committee’ 
(CNC) and ‘Price Negoti-
ation Committee’ (PNC) 
were not followed by the 
PM. Transfer of Technology 
to HAL for manufacture of 
Rafale aircraft in India was 
also sacrificed by the PM.

“Not only this, the deci-
sion of Modi in proceed-
ing to announce purchase 
of 36 Rafale ‘off-the-shelf’ 
on April 10, 2015, when an 
international tender was al-
ready under negotiation as 
also the subsequent cancel-
lation of the international 
tender on 24th June 2015, is 
clearly violative of the DPP,” 
it said. 

It said that against the 
originally negotiated price 
of the UPA deal, the Modi 
government’s purchase 

price “is over 300 per cent 
higher, involving an extra 
outflow of money from pub-
lic exchequer of Rs 41,000 
crore, approximately”.

The party said that Ra-
fale-Dassault Aviation sold 
48 Rafale aircraft to Egypt 
and Qatar in 2015, and the 
2016 annual report of the 
company reflects their price 
as Euro 7.9 billion as against 
the price of 36 Rafale air-
crafts sold to India for Euro 
7.5 billion. 

“The price of Rafale 
aircraft sold to Egypt/Qa-
tar comes to INR 1,319.80 
crore as against the price 
per aircraft of Rs 1,670.70 
crore being paid by India. 
Compared with these two 
countries, India is paying an 
extra amount of INR 350.90 
crore per aircraft. Total extra 
payment by India would be 
INR 12,632 crore, approxi-
mately.”

The party also alleged 
that the private entity “now 
claims to have secured an 
additional Rs 1,00,000 crore 
of ‘Lifecycle Cost Contract’ 
over and above the INR 
30,000 crore ‘offset contract’, 
taking the total value to be 
an astounding INR 1,30,000 
crore”. 

It also accused Sithara-
man of “lying” about the 
offset contract.  “While Das-
sault Aviation and Reliance 
Defence Ltd claim that a 
INR 30,000-crore offset con-
tract has been awarded, 
Sitharaman in a press re-
lease (07.02.2018) claimed 
that no offset contract had 
been awarded. 

“These lies were being 
dished out to mislead the 
country despite the fact 
that the French Defence 
Minister met Sitharaman 
in Delhi in the morning 
and then proceeded to lay 
the foundation stone of 
Reliance Defence Factory in 
Mihan, Nagpur. 

“We request the CAG 
to undertake its constitu-
tional duty by conducting 
a time-bound special and 
forensic audit by examin-
ing the record threadbare, 
so that the truth is told to 
the people, and affixing the 
responsibility of Modi gov-
ernment,” it added.

Rafale deal

Bombay HC issues notices to EC, Centre, Maharashtra 
Mumbai, Sep. 19 (IANS): In a significant 
development, the Bombay High Court on 
Wednesday ordered issuing of notices to the 
Election Commission of India (EC), Mahar-
ashtra State Election Commission (M-SEC) 
and two public sector makers of electronic 
voting machines (EVM) and others in a pub-
lic interest litigation filed by an RTI activist.

The directions were given by Justice SS 
Kemkar and Justice SV Kotwal when the PIL 
filed by activist Manoranjan S. Roy came up 
for admission.

Others being served notices are the 
Union Home Ministry, IT Department and 
Maharashtra Government. The two EVM 
manufacturers are Electronics Corporation 
of India Ltd. and Bharat Electronics Ltd. The 
matter is expected to come up for further 
hearing after two weeks, according to the 
lawyer for Roy, P Pawar of Pawar & Co.

The petitioner, among other things, had 
highlighted the manner in which a large 
number of EVMs and Voter Verified Paper 
Audit Trail (VVPATs) were being ordered 
by the EC and various SECs and that there 
were huge contradictions in the figures 
of orders and supplies made by the two 
manufacturers.

In recent RTI queries raised by Roy, it 
had been revealed how the Bengaluru-
based BEL had despatched large quantities 
of electronic voting machines by ‘hand-

delivery’ and ‘by post’ to various unidenti-
fied recipients.

BEL said it had despatched 820 balloting 
units (BUs) of the machines in bulk packag-
ing, and on two occasions in April (2017) it 
sent 245 (VVPAT) machines ‘By Hand’, to 
certain recipients and destinations, accord-
ing to the RTI replies given to Roy.

Roy told IANS that on both the oc-
casions, BEL did not state to whom the 
consignments of BUs were ‘posted’ or from 
where the entire lot of the ‘hand-delivered’ 
VVPATs originated and whether they were 
received safely by the intended recipients.

Roy said that for the entire lot of 820 BUs 
sent through India Posts, there are only nine 
Docket Nos. assigned for the total consign-
ment, which comprises two boxes with 50 
BUs each and one box each with 60, 70, 80, 
90, 100, 110 and 210 BUs.

“This is misleading as each box has a 
specific size depending on the dimensions 
of the BUs. The BEL’s reply shows the entire 
consignment was posted in only nine boxes, 
though the Indian Posts does not accept 
-- nor is equipped to handle -- such huge 
parcels,” Roy said.

BEL said on April 6 and April 10, 2017, 
that it delivered VVPATs in three parcels 
-- 65, 70 and 110, respectively -- ‘By Hand’ 
and ‘urgent delivery’ to avoid the regular 
logistics route.

In March this year, Pawar & Company 
had filed Roy’s PIL, seeking detailed inves-

tigations into the delivery of EVMs and a 
ban on deploying EVMs/VVPATs till the 
outcome of the probe.

As the country prepares for the 2019 
general elections, several instances of “in-
discriminate” orders and deliveries of EVMs 
have emerged in RTI responses, Roy said.

Between 1989-1990 to 2015-2016, BEL 
supplied 125,149 EVMs to Karnataka, 
169,975 to Bihar, 159,900 to Uttar Pradesh, 
140,500 to Tamil Nadu, 87,325 to Andhra 
Pradesh, 50,850 to Gujarat, 50,050 to Rajas-
than, 23,000 to Jharkhand, 10,000 to Delhi, 
3,000 to Manipur and 2,000 to Sikkim.

Inexplicably, BEL also supplied 500 
EVMs to Chandigarh, which is the only 
city to get its own machines. Elsewhere, 
the EVMs go to the respective states from 
where they are distributed. Roy demanded 
that BEL -- and the Election Commission of 
India -- must explain why Chandigarh got 
this differential treatment.

According to information received by 
Roy, in 2013-2014, BEL supplied the highest 
number of VVPATs -- 2,455 -- to Karnataka, 
followed by 2,275 to Bihar, 2,140 to Gujarat, 
1,500 to Mizoram, 1,475 to Tamil Nadu, 130 
to Delhi and 25 to EC.

The other EVM supplier ECIL, Hydera-
bad, said in response to RTI queries that in 
2014-2015 it had supplied 10,000 VVPATs to 
the Commission (EC).

Significantly, ECIL earlier said it had not 
supplied a single EVM to any state between 

2006-2007 till 2013-2014.
In another communication under RTI, 

ECIL stated that in 2004-2005 it had sup-
plied 91,050 BUs and 91,050 Control Units 
(CUs) and from 2014 to 2017 it had sent out 
294,337 BUs and 109,075 CUs.

“So where are all these huge number 
of machines now? The ECIL and EC must 
clarify,” Roy said.

Kerala State Election Commission 
(KSEC) said in response to RTI queries that 
in 2015 it had ordered 128,154 EVMs, com-
prising 9,753 boxes of BUs and 3,125 boxes 
of CUs. Each box has an average capacity 
of holding 10 BUs or CUs, depending on 
the model.

Roy said that there was inadequate ac-
counting of EVMs at various stages, raising 
questions about the sanctity of the ma-
chines on which the Indian democracy was 
so dependent.

Also, there were no proper records of 
the EVMs that were actually deployed for 
elections, the details of defective/defunct 
machines, the different types of models 
acquired and used and the type of software-
hardware used, he added.

Further, in view of the latest state-
ment by the EC that EVMs used in recent 
Delhi University elections were supplied 
by manufacturers directly and were ‘dis-
tinctly different’ than those supplied to the 
Commission, detailed accounting of the 
machines is required, Roy told IANS.

PIL on EVM
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South Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un raise their hands after watching 
the mass games performance of “The Glorious Country” at May Day Stadium in Pyongyang, North Korea, 
Wednesday, Sep. 19, 2018.

Sharif, daughter and son-in-law freed from jail after 
Pak court suspends sentences in corruption case

Kim agrees to dismantle main 
nuke site if US takes steps too

Trump: Declassified Russia probe papers expose ‘bad things’

Malaysia anti-graft 
agency arrests former 
leader Najib Razak

UK Foreign Secretary in Myanmar 
to discuss Rohingya crisis

Toll from Ethiopia bloodshed at 
least 58 — Rights group, source

Philippines’ typhoon toll 
reaches 81 amid rescue efforts

Islamabad, Sep. 19 (PTI): Oust-
ed Pakistan prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif, his daughter and 
son-in-law were released from 
prison on Wednesday, hours af-
ter a top court suspended their 
sentences in a major corrup-
tion case that jeopardised their 
political career. In a relief to the 
still-grieving Sharif family, a 
two-judge bench of the Islama-
bad High Court suspended the 
jail sentences of the embattled 
former prime minister Sharif, 
his daughter Maryam and son-
in-law Capt (retd) Muhammad 
Safdar in the Avenfield cor-
ruption case and ordered their 
release.

Sharif ’s younger brother 
and President of his Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) Shehbaz Sharif and other 
party leaders meet the former 
premier at the high-security 
Adiala Prison before he was 
released, Geo News reported.

Shehbaz, along with party 
leaders, met Nawaz in the office 
of the jail superintendent.

During the meeting, Sharif 
said, “I have not done anything 
wrong; my conscience is satis-
fied.” 

Sharif told party leaders that 
Almighty Allah favours what is 
right and just. “Allah will grant 
justice to me,” he said.

The former three-time pre-
mier, his daughter and son-
in-law were taken to the Noor 

Khan Airbase amidst tight se-
curity. They will leave for Lahore 
via a special plane, the report 
said.

A large number of party 
workers have also been accom-
panying the PML-N supremo 
to the airbase. Jubilant workers 
have been chanting slogans 
and showering the ex-premier’s 
vehicle with rose petals.

Earlier, a two-judge bench 
of the Islamabad High Court 
heard the petitions filed by 
Sharif, Maryam and Safdar 
challenging their conviction 
related to the purchase of four 
luxury flats in London through 
corrupt practices.

“The instant writ petition is 
allowed and sentence awarded 
to the petitioners by the ac-
countability court shall remain 
suspended till the final adjudi-
cation of the appeal filed by the 
petitioner,” reads the judgment.

A date will now be fixed for 
the hearing of the appeals.

The accountability court 
judge Mohammad Bashir had 
sentenced the trio on July 6.

Sharif, 68, Maryam, 44, and 
Safdar, 54, were sentenced to 10 
years, seven years and one year, 
respectively, in prison and fined 
in the Avenfield properties case.

The accused were also dis-
qualified to contest elections 
or to hold public office for a 
period of 10 years after release. 
Both Maryam and Safdar are 

politicians. The accountability 
court verdict had ruined their 
political career.

Following the accountabil-
ity court’s judgment, the Sharifs 
filed separate petitions request-
ing the high court to suspend 
sentences and set aside the 
verdict.

The ruling by the Islamabad 
High Court comes just a week 
after Sharif ’s wife, Kulsoom 
Nawaz, died from cancer in 
London.

The trio were briefly al-
lowed out of the high-security 
Adiala Jail on parole to attend 
her funeral. They returned to 

jail on Monday.
The two-judge bench also 

ordered the release of the 
former premier, his daughter 
and son-in-law from the Adiala 
jail in Rawalpindi.

Sharif, Maryam and Safdar 
were also directed to submit 
bail bonds worth Rs 500,000.

According to jail officials, 
Nawaz, Maryam and Safdar 
will be released on Wednesday 
if the order is received prior to 
the expiration of lock-up time.

Quoting sources, Geo News 
reported that if the former pre-
mier, his daughter and son-in-
law are released, they will be 
taken to Lahore via a special 
flight.

Pakistani media reported 
that the verdict would remain a 
temporary relief for the former 
prime minister and his family 
members until the court gives 
the final decision on their ap-
plication seeking suspension of 
their conviction in the Avenfield 
case.

Apart from the Avenfield 
case, the Sharifs face jail terms if 
they are convicted in two more 
corruption cases related to Al-
Azizia and Flagship cases.

The cases against the family 
stemmed from Panama Papers 
case in April 2016.

In a blow to Pakistan’s an-
ti-corruption watchdog, the 
Islamabad High Court also dis-
missed the National Account-
ability Bureau’s request to first 
announce a judgment on the 
maintainability of the pleas. 
The bench also imposed a fine 
on the NAB lawyers earlier for 
using delaying tactics.

The NAB was also pulled up 
by the Supreme Court on Mon-
day when it rejected its petition 

challenging the IHC’s decision 
to hear Sharifs’ petitions against 
the Avenfield verdict.

Chief Justice Saqib Nisar 
termed the NAB petition as friv-
olous and imposed a Rs 20,000 
fine on the anti-corruption 
watchdog.

Sharif resigned as Pakistan 
prime minister last year after 
the Supreme Court disqualified 
him from holding public office 
and ruled that graft cases be 
filed against the beleaguered 
leader and his children over the 
Panama Papers scandal.

The Avenfield case was 
among the three corruption 
cases filed against the three-
time former premier and his 
children by the NAB on the 
Supreme Court’s orders in the 
Panama Papers case which 
disqualified Sharif.

Sharif has denied any 
wrongdoing and says the charg-
es are political motivated.

His supporters believe the 
real reason he was convicted 
was because he had fallen out 
with the country’s powerful 
army. Leader of the Opposition 
and Sharif’s younger brother, 
Shahbaz, following the verdict, 
tweeted a Quranic verse to ex-
press gratitude on suspension 
of the sentences. 

“Truth has come, and false-
hood has departed. Indeed is 
falsehood, [by nature], ever 
bound to depart,” he tweeted.

Pyongyang, Sep. 19 (PTI/
AP): North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un agreed to 
permanently dismantle 
his main nuclear complex 
at Nyongbyon if the United 
States takes corresponding 
measures, South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in said 
Wednesday after the two 
leaders held summit talks 
in Pyongyang to try to sus-
tain nuclear diplomacy 
with Washington, which 
has been pushing hard 
for stronger disarmament 
moves from the North. 

The Korean leaders 
also said the North would 
dismantle a missile engine 
test site and launch pad 
in the presence of outside 
inspectors, and would seek 
to host the 2032 Summer 
Olympics together. Moon 
also said Kim would try to 
visit Seoul sometime this 
year.

Washington wants 
North Korea to outline the 
entirety of its nuclear pro-
gram, and its response to 
Wednesday’s joint state-
ment from the Koreas re-
mains to be seen. 

While the declaration 
appears to fall short of 
what Washington wants, 
President Donald Trump 
has maintained that he 
and Kim have a solid rela-
tionship and both leaders 
have expressed interest in 
meeting again after their 
June summit in Singapore. 

North Korea has been 
demanding a declaration 
formally ending the Kore-
an War, which was stopped 
in 1953 by a ceasefire, but 
neither leader mentioned 
it as they read the joint 
statement.

“We have agreed to 

make the Korean Penin-
sula a land of peace that is 
free from nuclear weapons 
and nuclear threat,” Kim 
said as he stood by Moon’s 
side at the guesthouse 
where Moon is staying. 

“The road to our fu-
ture will not always be 
smooth and we may face 
challenges and trials we 
can’t anticipate. But we 
aren’t afraid of headwinds 
because our strength will 
grow as we overcome each 
trial based on the strength 
of our nation.” 

Kim and Moon ear-
lier smiled and chatting 
as they walked down a 
hallway and into a meet-
ing room to finalize the 
joint statement, which 
also said that the leaders 
would push for a Korean 
Peninsula without nuclear 
weapons and to “eliminate 
all the danger of war.” 

North Korea was ex-
pected to hold a huge mass 
games spectacle later in 
the day, with Moon attend-
ing an event expected to 
draw about 150,000 spec-
tators, Seoul said. It wasn’t 
clear if Kim would attend.

No r t h  Ko re a  f i r s t 
staged its mass games in 
2002, when Kim’s father, 
Kim Jong Il, was leader. 
They continued most eve-
ry year until 2014, then 
were revived during North 
Korea’s celebrations of 
the 70th anniversary of its 
state founding earlier this 
month.

Kim gave the South 
Korean president an ex-
ceedingly warm welcome 
on Tuesday, the first day 
of the summit, meet-
ing him and his wife at 
Pyongyang’s airport itself 

a very unusual gesture 
then riding into town with 
Moon in an open limou-
sine through streets lined 
with crowds of North Ko-
reans, who cheered and 
waved the flag of their 
country and a blue-and-
white flag that symbolizes 
Korean unity.

The made-for-televi-
sion welcome has become 
routine for their summits, 
after two meetings earlier 
this year.

The summit talks be-
gan at the ruling Workers’ 
Party headquarters where 
Kim and Moon were joined 
by two of their top deputies 
spy chief Suh Hoon and 
presidential security di-
rector Chung Eui-yong for 
Moon, and for Kim, his sis-
ter, Kim Yo Jong, and senior 
Workers’ Party official Kim 
Yong Chol, according to 
Moon’s office.

At the start of their 
meeting Tuesday, Kim 
thanked Moon for broker-
ing the June summit with 
Trump.

“It’s not too much to 
say that it’s Moon’s efforts 
that arranged a historic 
North Korea-U.S. summit. 
Because of that, the region-
al political situation has 
been stabilized and more 
progress on North Korea-
U.S. ties is expected,” Kim 
said, according to South 
Korean media pool reports 
and Moon’s office. 

Moon responded by 
expressing his own thanks 
to Kim for making a “bold 
decision” in a New Year’s 
speech to open a new era 
of detente and send a del-
egation to the South Ko-
rean Winter Olympics in 
February.

Washington, Sep. 19 (PTI/AP): 
President Donald Trump is flexing 
his executive power to declassify 
secret documents in the Russia in-
vestigation, an extraordinary move 
he says will ensure that “really bad 
things” at the FBI are exposed. 

But the decision, made against 
the backdrop of Trump’s spiraling 
outrage at the special counsel’s 
Russia investigation, may expose 
sensitive sources and methods 
and brush up against privacy law 
protections, experts say.

The order is likely to further 
divide the president from the intel-
ligence agencies he oversees and 
raises new concerns that Trump is 
disclosing government secrets for 
his own political gain. Critics of the 
move say the president has a clear 
conflict by trying to discredit an 
investigation in which he himself 
is a subject.

“This radical policy choice 
is not being made on traditional 
policy grounds. It’s being made on 
conflicted grounds,” said David 
Kris, a former Justice Department 
national security division head. 
“That’s problematic.” 

The Justice Department says 
it’s begun complying with the or-
der, though it’s not clear when the 
documents might be released. It’s 
also unclear if the multi-agency 
review now underway might find 
ways to try to withhold certain 
information or limit whatever 
damage, such as outing sources 
or scaring off would-be ones, that 
may arise from the release.

Trump and Republican sup-
porters want the records out in 
hopes they’ll reveal law enforce-
ment bias in the early stage of the 
Russia investigation and prove the 
probe was opened without good 

reason. Democrats say the material 
is too secret for disclosure and ob-
ject to any meddling in an ongoing 
investigation.

In a letter Tuesday to Director 
of National Intelligence Daniel 
Coats, Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein and FBI Director 
Christopher Wray, four top Demo-
crats called Trump’s action “a bra-
zen abuse of power.” 

The letter said, “Any decision by 
your offices to share this material 
with the President or his lawyers 
will violate longstanding Depart-
ment of Justice policies.” It was 
signed by House Democratic Lead-
er Nancy Pelosi, Senate Democrat-
ic Leader Chuck Schumer, and the 
top Democrats on the House and 
Senate intelligence committees, 
Adam Schiff and Mark Warner.

The documents the president 
ordered declassified include a 

portion of a secret surveillance 
application for a former Trump 
campaign adviser, materials by 
default treated as highly secret and 
withheld from public view.

Trump appeared unconcerned 
Tuesday by the national security 
implications of the order, tweeting 
about a supportive congressman 
and saying, “Really bad things were 
happening, but they are now being 
exposed. Big stuff!” At the White 
House he said he wanted “total 
transparency,” insisting again that 
the Russia investigation is a “witch 
hunt.” 

Trump told The Hill website on 
Tuesday, “I hope to be able put this 
up as one of my crowning achieve-
ments that I was able to ... expose 
something that is truly a cancer 
in our country.” He said he hasn’t 
read the documents he ordered 
declassified. 

Kuala Lumpur, Sep. 19 
(PTI/AP): Malaysia’s anti-
graft agency says it has ar-
rested former Prime Min-
ister Najib Razak over the 
multimillion-dollar loot-
ing of a state investment 
fund and that he will face 
further charges in court.

The agency says Najib 
was detained at its office 
on Wednesday and will be 
taken to court on Thurs-
day to face the charges.

Na j i b  w a s  e a r l i e r 
charged with multiple 
counts of criminal breach 

of trust, corruption and 
money laundering over 
the scandal at the 1MDB 
state fund. He has pleaded 
not guilty. 

Najib set up 1MDB 
when he took power in 
2009 for the stated pur-
pose of promoting eco-
nomic development, but 
the fund amassed billions 
in debts and is being in-
vestigated in the U.S. and 
several other countries for 
alleged cross-border em-
bezzlement and money 
laundering.

Naypyidaw, Sep. 19 (IANS): British For-
eign Secretary Jeremy Hunt arrived in 
Myanmar on Wednesday on his first of-
ficial visit to the country for discussions 
expected to include the Rohingya refu-
gee crisis and the jailing of two Reuters 
reporters.

Hunt arrived in the southeast Asian 
country after completing a working visit 
to Japan. “Arrived in Burma for talks with 
leaders and to see humanitarian issues 
firsthand,” Hunt wrote on Twitter.

On Thursday, he was scheduled to 
meet with Myanmar’s de facto leader 
and Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi, who, along with the Army, has been 
been blamed for the Rohingya crisis by 
the international community.

The visit came a day after a United 
Nations fact finding mission on human 
rights violations in Myanmar’s Kachin, 
Rakhine and Shan states submitted its 
complete report in Geneva.

The report found elements of in-
tentional genocide in Rakhine against 
the Rohingya, a predominantly Muslim 
ethnicity and cases of crimes against 
humanity and war crimes in all the three 

states.
At least 10,000 people died and 

800,000 sought refuge in neighbouring 
Bangladesh after the Myanmar security 
forces launched an offensive in August 
2017 following a series of Rohingya rebel 
attacks on government outposts.

Last month, Hunt had criticized the 
situation faced by the Rohingyas, after 
the UN mission presented a concise 
version of its conclusions on August 27.

“Deeply disturbing to read UN report 
on crimes against Rohingya people. 
There must be never be a hiding place 
for those who commit these kinds of 
atrocities. Have decided to visit Burma to 
seek answers at the earliest opportunity,” 
Hunt said.

The Foreign Secretary will also dis-
cuss the recent imprisonment of two re-
porters working for Reuters news agency. 

Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo who were 
sentenced to seven years in prison earlier 
this month for violating the Official Se-
crets Act while investigating a massacre 
of Rohingyas, in a ruling that has been 
widely criticized by the international 
community.

Addis Ababa, Sep. 19 (PTI/
AFP): At least 58 people were 
killed during a weekend of 
ethnic violence in Ethio-
pia’s capital, an Amnesty 
International researcher told 
AFP on Wednesday, citing 
a figure more than double 
the government estimate of 
23 dead. 

Another source involved 
in the investigation, who saw 
and counted the corpses, 
told AFP a total of 65 people 
had been killed, mostly in 
the city’s western suburbs.

“The 65 cases are from 
Burayu, Ashewa Meda, Kolfe 
and Kirkos,” said the source 
on condition of anonymity, 
referring to three western 
areas and one in the centre.

The victims were either 
stabbed or died after being 
beaten with sticks and rocks. 
None had been shot and the 
toll does not include five al-

leged looters killed by police 
on Monday.

Fisseha Tekle, a Nairobi-
based researcher with Am-
nesty International, said he 
had compiled a similar tally 
of 58 dead.

Residents told Amnesty 
International they saw “eight 
dead bodies on Friday, 21 on 
Saturday, on Sunday they 
saw about 11 people and on 
Monday the number of dead 
bodies they’ve seen were 18,” 
Fisseha said.

Government spokesmen 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 

The violence began last 
week in the run-up to Sat-
urday’s return of the once-
banned Oromo Liberation 
Front, a rebel group that 
returned to Ethiopia follow-
ing political reforms intro-
duced by Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed.

Manila, Sep. 19 (IANS): Philippines author-
ities on Wednesday raised the death toll to 
81 and the number of missing to 70 follow-
ing typhoon Mangkhut’s path through the 
country’s north where rescuers continue 
searching for dozens of people trapped in 
a mine buried by a landslide.

The strongest typhoon of the season 
swept the north of the island of Luzon on 
Saturday. The number affected by the ty-
phoon now exceeds one million, Efe news 
reported. Out of those missing, 66 were reg-
istered in the Cordillera region where the 
mining town of Itogon, Benguet province, 
is located. There, at least 39 deaths were 
confirmed at a mine amid the ongoing 
rescue efforts.

In Itogon, floods and landslides caused 
by Mangkhut also buried an area with gold 

mining sites and several makeshift shelters 
where some miners and their families lived 
illegally. At least 200 people, including 
experts and volunteers, have been work-
ing since Sunday to rescue those trapped 
and as of Tuesday night had recovered 19 
bodies by digging with picks and shovels 
in the mud as heavy machinery could not 
reach the area.

According to the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management Council, 
148,400 people were being helped inside 
and outside evacuation centres.

Authorities estimated that most of 
these people will have to stay at least three 
more weeks in the centres, where hygiene, 
sanitation and drinking water conditions 
were becoming increasingly precarious, 
according to the Red Cross.

AP/PTI

A vehicle carrying former Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is surrounded by his supporters following his release 
from prison in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2018. The Islamabad High Court set him and his daughter and 
son-in-law free on bail pending their appeal hearings. 
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The deputy commissioner of Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel, left, being handed over cash 
proceeds from the charity concert, in the chamber of the district administrator, on Sep. 19.

Angelina Jolie has been cast as the lead in new revenge thriller “The Kept”. The film is the big 
screen adaptation of James Scott’s 2015 novel of the same name, reported Variety. The story is 
set in the winter of 1897, where a trio of killers descends upon an isolated farm in upstate New 
York.  Midwife Elspeth Howell (Jolie) returns home to the carnage: her husband, and four of her 
children, murdered. Before she can discover her remaining son Caleb, alive and hiding in the 
kitchen pantry, another shot rings out over the snow-covered valley. Twelve-year-old Caleb must 
tend to his mother until she recovers enough for them to take to the frozen wilderness in search 
of the men responsible. The 43-year-old Oscar winner will also produce the project alongside 
Dan Friedkin and Bradley Thomas. Jolie will also be seen in “Maleficent” sequel and “Come 
Away”, opposite David Oyelowo. (PTI)

Angelina Jolie to star in thriller ‘The Kept’

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8pm: Manmarziyan

2pm, 6 pm: The Predator  (eng)

4 pm: The Nun(eng horror)

Mark Knopfler returns 
with new album ‘Down 
The Road Wherever’

Weinstein accused of 11 more sexual 
assault

Dimapur’s benefit concert 
collects INR 54,825

Priyanka Chopra’s Assamese film to 
release on October 26

Loki and Scarlet Witch might 
get their solo Marvel TV series

Veteran pop star Alisha Chinai and 
Naga singer Nise Meruno to collaborate 

M
ark 
Knopfler 
has an-
nounced 
details of 

his ninth solo album.
It’s titled Down The 

Road Wherever and it’ll 
launch on November 16 
through his own British 
Grove label via Universal/
Virgin EMI on CD, deluxe 
CD, 2LP and a box set.

The box set will come 
with the new album on 
both vinyl and deluxe CD, 
along with a 12-inch EP 
containing four bonus 
tracks, a 12-inch print of 
the cover art and a 12-
inch guitar tablature of a 
selected song. 

The former Dire Straits 
vocalist and guitarist says: 
“Down The Road Wherev-
er is a line from One Song 
At A Time. I remember my 
pal Chet Atkins once say-
ing that he picked his way 
out of poverty one song at 
a time, and it just stuck in 
my mind. 

 “You get to an age 
where you’ve written quite 
a few songs. But Down 
The Road Wherever seems 
to be appropriate for 
me just because it’s 
what I’ve always 
done. I’ve 
always tried to 
make a record 
and also to 
keep my own 
geography 
happening in 
the songs.”

Knopfler 
is joined on the 
record by a wide 
range of 
musi-

cians including Jim Cox 
and Guy Fletcher on 
keyboards, Nigel Hitch-
cock on saxophone, Tom 
Walsh on trumpet, Trevor 
Mires on trombone, John 
McCusker on fiddle, Mike 
McGoldrick on whistle 
and flute, bassist Glenn 
Worf, drummer Ian ‘Ianto’ 
Thomas, Danny Cum-
mings on percussion, 
along with guitarists Rich-
ard Bennett and Robbie 
McIntosh

Backing vocals are 
performed by Imelda 
May, Lance Ellington, Kris 
Drever, Beverley Skeete 
and Katie Kissoon.

Knopfler adds: “I think 
the business of making a 
record, from having writ-
ten a song and then bring-
ing it to musicians, it can 
be quite a bendy route. 

“It’s not just motor-
ways all the way – and 
you can end up in the 
occasional cul-de-sac, 
then you have to do a 
16-point turn to try to get 
your truck back out on the 
main road, as unobtru-
sively as you can. That’s 
part of the fun of it.”

LoudersoundB
ritish police 
are report-
edly investi-
gating 11 al-
legations of 

sexual assault against 
disgraced American 
movie producer Har-
vey Weinstein, who is 
already facing similar 
charges in the US.

The Metropoli-
tan Police said it has 
received allegations 
of sexual assault from 
11 victims in connec-
tion to “Operation 
Kaguyak”, the CNN 
reported.

Although the police state-
ment did not identify the 
accused, in accordance with 
police policy meant to protect 
suspects who have not been 
charged, it has been widely re-
ported that Operation Kaguyak 
is the name of the British inves-
tigation into Weinstein. 

The Metropolitan Police 
have not confirmed this.

The latest allegation, which 
was received in August, relates 
to the sexual assault of a wom-
an (identified only as “Victim 
11”) in an unidentified location 
in the early 1990s, according to 
the statement.

Many of the 11 allega-
tions received date back to the 
1990s, though others are from 
2014 and 2015.

In August, CNN reported 
that Weinstein was facing new 
allegations of sex trafficking 
and rape in the US, after a 
German actress filed a lawsuit 
in Los Angeles alleging that 
Weinstein raped her during the 
Cannes Film Festival in 2006.

She is suing Weinstein for 

violation of human trafficking 
laws, assault, battery and false 
imprisonment. It is the second 
sex trafficking case filed against 
the disgraced Hollywood 
producer.

Weinstein, who also is fac-
ing criminal charges in New 
York, has denied all allegations 
of “non-consensual sexual 
activity”, the CNN reported.

The former media mogul 
has pleaded not guilty to six 
felony sex crimes in the US -- 
two counts of predatory sexual 
assault, two counts of rape, 
one first-degree criminal sex 
act charge and one criminal 
sex act.

The charges against Wein-
stein came nine months after 
The New Yorker and The New 
York Times published accounts 
from several women accusing 
him of various forms of sexual 
misconduct.

Since then, more than 40 
women, including actresses 
Ashley Judd, Gwyneth Pal-
trow and Angelina Jolie, have 
accused Weinstein of sexual 
misconduct. Weinstein was 

fired from the Weinstein Com-
pany, which has since filed for 
bankruptcy and been sold off.

The women’s accounts -- 
and the public’s willingness 
to believe them -- em-
boldened others around 
the world to stand up to 
powerful, abusive men 
in what has come to 
be known as the 
#MeToo move-
ment.
IANS

T
he proceeds of the 
benefit concert held 
in Dimapur on Sep. 15 
was handed over to the 
Deputy Commissioner 

of Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel at 
his office chamber on Sep. 19.

An update issued on Sep. 19 
mentioned that the organisers of 

the concert - Native Trax Society 
and Get Gorgeous Society handed 
over the proceeds of the benefit 
concert held in aid of the victims 
of natural disasters in Nagaland.

An amount of INR 54,825 is 
said to have been collected from 
the benefit concert. 

EMN

J
ahnu Barua directorial 
“Bhoga Khirikee”, the first 
Assamese movie to be pro-
duced by Priyanka Chopra’s 
banner, will release on 

October 26.
Produced by Priyanka’s Purple 

Pebble Pictures and Shahnaab 
Alam’s Easterly Entertainment, the 
movie will also open the second 
edition of the Guwahati Interna-
tional Film Festival (GIFF) at the 
Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshe-
tra on October 25.

The announcement was made 
at a conference here on Wednes-
day in the presence of Pabitra 
Margherita, the Chairman of Jyoti 
Chitraban, GIFF Festival Direc-
tor Monita Borgohain, producers 
Madhu Chopra and Alam, Barua, 
lead actor Zerifa Wahid, composer 
Ibson Lal Baruah, singer Anindita 
Paul, art director Phatik Baruah 
and executive producer Sartaj 
Alam.

“Bhoga Khirikee” also stars 
stellar performers like Seema 

Biswas, Joy Kashyap, Sanjay 
Khargharia, Kasvi Sharma, Mo-
hommed Ali Shah and Bishnu 
Khargharia.

In an earlier interview, Barua 
had told IANS that the film is 
about a young village woman who 
has experiences in a situation that 
is socio-politically volatile.

While he was happy that a 
well-known name like Priyanka 
had come forward to support 
Assamese cinema, Barua said that 
ultimately a film is accepted based 
on the subject and issue one deals 
with, and how that is represented. 

“Each and every social 
problem has a side of universal-
ity. Certain things are universal, 
and it can happen anywhere, so it 
is identified everywhere... In my 
films, the main graph is human-
ity... the cause of humanity, and 
that is same everywhere. So, I feel 
like earlier films also, this will also 
be accepted everywhere,” Barua 
had told IANS.

IANS

P
opular Marvel comics 
character Loki and Scar-
lett Witch are all set to 
get standalone TV shows 
that will air on Disney’s 

new streaming video service.
Actors Tom Hiddleston and 

Elizabeth Olsen, who plays the 
asgardian god, Loki, and Wanda 
Maximoff aka Scarlett Witch in 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
respectively, are expected to return 
for their shows.

Disney is developing a number 
of limited series for its streaming 
service which is set to launch in 
late 2019, reported Variety. 

Other shows will feature 
superheroes who have yet to be 
given their own standalone mov-
ies.

These new standalone shows 
will include six to eight episodes, 
but Marvel and Disney are plan-
ning to invest heavily with big 
budgets to rival those of other 
major studio productions. 

No writers or directors have 
yet been attached to the Loki or 
Scarlet Witch shows, but it is be-
ing reported that Marvel Studios 
president Kevin Feige would have 
a hand in developing the series.

PTI

T
wo years ago, a 
musician from 
Nagaland Nise 
Meruno, met 
with one of In-

dia’s biggest ‘80s pop stars, 
Alisha Chinai, in Mumbai. 
The Naga singer’s urge to 
lose himself in music has 
landed him working with 
the veteran Indian icon.

Sharing this exciting 
news with Eastern Mirror, 
the classical musician and 
brainchild of voice group 
Zowe Madrigal, said that 
the surprise happened 
two years ago in Mumbai 
when the group was per-
forming at a show.

After Zowe Mad-
rigal’s performance, 
Alisha Chinai report-
edly approached Meruno 
to write songs for her 
comeback album, which 

is expected to be released 
next year.

“I was blown away 
and star struck to be 
approached by India’s 
Pop icon who I grew up 
listening to,” the excited 
singer said.   

Meruno’s original 
Instagram post read: 
“Never did I imagine that 
one day I’ll be a ‘song-
writer’ for India’s biggest 
pop icon Alisha Chinai. I 
am delighted and I give 
all glory to God for His 
manifold blessings. I grew 
up listening (and danc-
ing) to her songs specially 
‘Made in India’ and ‘Kajra 
re’ which will never grow 
old for me. 

When I first met her I 
was star struck (of course) 
but her goodness calmed 
me down. What a beauti-

ful person she is so when 
I was writing the first song 
I wanted a tune to bring 
out the best in her (with 
my touch). It is indeed 
an honour for me to be 
writing songs for a star so 
big, a talent so amazing, 
a heart so full of love and 
yes, I still can’t believe it. 
Yayyyyy! 

He said, “I have been 
writing songs and an-
thems but the offer from 
Alisha was a wonderful 
feeling. God has blessed 
me to another level. I 
travel for concerts, meet 
a lot of celebrities but the 
blessing through Alisha is 
a magnificent blessing...”

Oblivious of Alisha 
Chinai’s presence in 
the audience during his 
performance, Meruno 
said, “It was uplifting that 

someone recognises your 
voice.” 

Meruno had his share 
of struggles while climb-
ing the ladder but his 
determination, dedication 
and respect for his talent 
is bearing results. He in-
sists that the Naga people 
need to come out of the 
presumption that they 
are unreachable, but start 
appreciating that talent 
knows no boundary. 

“God is there and 
when we respect our 
talent, it definitely takes 
us to unforeseen places 
with blessings. If we keep 
blaming the government 
and the society when 
we have talent, we will 
be trapped o we should 
learnt to sustain,” Meruno 
said. 

Eastern Mirror Desk File Photo: Nise Meruno
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Sajan Bhanwal

Liverpool’s Roberto Firmino, right, celebrates scoring their third goal against Paris Saint-Germain on the opening night of the UEFA Champions 
League group stage on Tuesday.

Ethan Ampadu

Naomi Osaka, right, of Japan and Dominika Cibulkova, left, of Slovakia greet each other after the second 
round match of Pan Pacific Open women’s tennis tournament in Tokyo on Wed. Sep. 19.

A match in progress between the 40th Assam Rifles and Mohican Boys FC at the ongoing DTFA Cup in the parade ground, in Tuensang on Wednesday.

Firmino stuns PSG as Messi’s routine 
brilliance marks start of Champions League

Bhanwal becomes first Indian 
to win back-to-back medals at 
World Junior Wrestling

Ethan Ampadu signs long-term Chelsea deal

India girls beat Pakistan 
in AFC U-16 Women’s 
Championship qualifier

TDFA Cup: Excel Naga FC, Adonis FC, Keiyang XI FC, and 40th AR register win

US Open champion Osaka dominant on return to action in Japan

Paris, Sep. 19 (PTI/AFP): 
Roberto Firmino’s last-gasp 
strike gave Liverpool a 3-2 
win over Paris Saint-Ger-
main in a thrilling encoun-
ter on the opening night 
of the UEFA Champions 
League group stage, after 
Lionel Messi’s latest hat-
trick handed Barcelona a 
winning start.

There were dramatic 
late goals around Europe, 
including for Inter Milan 
against Tottenham Hot-
spur, and winning starts 
for several of the leading 
contenders, with Atletico 
Madrid battling back to 
beat Monaco.

But the heavyweight 
encounter of the evening 
was at Anfield, and the 
Group C match between 
last season’s beaten final-
ists and the ambitious PSG 
lived up to expectations.

Liverpool were re-
warded for their excellent 
start as they found them-
selves two goals up after 
36 minutes, Daniel Stur-
ridge getting the opener 
before James Milner netted 
a penalty.

But the French cham-
pions pulled one back be-
fore the interval through 
Thomas Meunier -- the 
goal allowed to stand de-
spite Edinson Cavani being 
offside in the build-up.

The two most expen-
sive players in the world 
then combined for the 
83rd-minute equaliser that 
looked set to earn PSG a 
draw, Neymar assisting Kyl-
ian Mbappe to score.

Those two had not 
played well though, and 
Mbappe was caught in pos-
session just before Firmino, 
on as a substitute, struck 
the winner in the second 
minute of stoppage time.

“I can’t say enough 
good things about Bobby. 
To come off the bench after 
his injury at the weekend 
is incredible really,” said 
Klopp of Firmino, who was 
poked in the eye by Jan 
Vertonghen in the weekend 
win at Spurs.

PSG next face Red Star 
Belgrade, who marked their 
return to the big time with 

a 0-0 draw against Napoli.
Messi’s superb free-kick 
UEFA have introduced a 
handful of earlier kick-offs 
in every Champions League 
midweek this season, and it 
was still light at the Camp 
Nou as Barcelona kicked 
off against PSV Eindhoven 
in Group B.

Messi has made clear 
his determination to go all 
the way in Europe this sea-
son and the Argentine duly 
scored the first goal of the 
2018-19 group stage from a 
superb first-half free-kick.

Barca ran away with the 
game in the second half, 

with Ousmane Dembele 
scoring a stunner before 
Messi added two more to 
complete his eighth Cham-
pions League hat-trick, one 
more than Cristiano Ron-
aldo, and seal a 4-0 win.

“Normally if you score 
a hat-trick you frame it. But 
he makes the extraordinary 
routine,” said Barca coach 
Ernesto Valverde, whose 
side had Samuel Umtiti 
sent off late on.
Spurs wounded 
The Spanish champions 
next go to London to face 
Tottenham Hotspur, who 
suffered a wounding 2-1 

defeat at Inter Milan.
Having lost their last 

two Premier League games, 
Spurs were on course for 
a welcome win via Chris-
tian Eriksen’s second-half 
opener, which went in via a 
wicked deflection.

But Mauro Icardi’s bril-
liant late volley brought 
the hosts level, and Matias 
Vecino headed in a stop-
page-time winner for Inter, 
back in the Champions 
League for the first time 
since 2011-12.

“We are suffering a little 
bit but that’s not an excuse,” 
said Tottenham manager 

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): Excel Naga 
FC, Adonis FC, Keiyang XI FC and 
40th Assam Rifles won their respective 
matches here at the ongoing Tuensang 
District Football Association (TDFA) 
Cup played at the parade ground in 
Tuensang on Wednesday. In the first 
match, Excel Naga FC beat Leipzig 
Stars FC 2-0 through Khumpi and 
Bei who scored in the 21st and 30th 
minute. 

In the second match, Adonis FC 
blanked Sonic Strikers FC 1-0 through 
an own goal by Khonimongko in the 
29th minute.

In the third match Keiyang XI FC 
blanked Homers FC 1-0 through N. 
Wongto who scored in the 15th min-
ute. Throngkiuba of Homers FC was 
awarded a yellow card for unsporting 
behavior. In the fourth match, 40th 
Assam Rifles blanked Mohican Boys 
2-0.  The goals for 40th AR were scored 
by Niuthang and Lr. Hmar in the 2nd 
and 54th minute.

The quarter-final matches will 
kick-off on Sep. 25 while the semi-final 
matches will be played on Sep. 27 and 
the final match on Sep. 28.

Thursday’s matches
Gabriel Ministry vs Spartan FC

DEF Tuensang vs Awom FC
Ancient Knight FC vs Foothill United 

FC
Phoenix Rising FC vs Oziepik FC

Tokyo, Sep. 19 (AP): Nao-
mi Osaka’s homecoming 
couldn’t have gone much 
better.

Playing in her first tour-
nament since winning the 
U.S. Open, third-seeded 
Osaka impressed her Japa-
nese fans Wednesday with 
a powerful 6-2, 6-1 win over 
Dominika Cibulkova to 
reach the quarterfinals of 
the Pan Pacific Open.

Osaka was in control of 
the second-round match 
from the outset, breaking 
Cibulkova’s serve in the first 
game at a sold-out Tachi-
kawa Arena in Tokyo.

The local favorite raced 
out to a 4-0 lead before 
Cibulkova finally held to 
win her first game. Osaka 
hit three aces to close out 
the first set.

She broke her oppo-
nent three more times in 
the second set to win in 
just over an hour, hitting 
25 winners to just nine 
unforced errors.

Osaka became the first 
Japanese player to win a 
Grand Slam singles title 
when she upset 23-time 
Grand Slam champion Ser-

Mauricio Pochettino.
After winning the Euro-

pa League last season, At-
letico Madrid are targeting 
Champions League glory 
with the final to be played 
in their own stadium.

They started their 
campaign by beating Mo-
naco 2-1 away in Group 
A, Diego Costa and Jose 
Maria Gimenez getting 
their goals after Samuel 
Grandsir put the hosts in 
front.

In the same group, 
Christian Pulisic celebrat-
ed his 20th birthday in 
style by scoring a fortunate 
late goal that gave Borus-
sia Dortmund a 1-0 win 
away to Club Brugge.

Dortmund’s bitter ri-
vals Schalke started off 
with a 1-1 draw against FC 
Porto in an eventful Group 
D encounter.

Breel Embolo gave the 
German side a second-half 
lead, firing past Iker Casil-
las, who has now played 
in the Champions League 
in a record 20 separate 
seasons.

That was after Alex 
Telles had an early penalty 
saved for the visitors. But 
Porto, who won the Cham-
pions League in Schalke’s 
Gelsenkirchen stadium 
in 2004, equalised when 
Otavio converted another 
penalty late on.

Meanwhile, Garry Ro-
drigues and Eren Derdiyok 
netted, and Selcuk Inan 
scored a penalty, as Gala-
tasaray beat Lokomotiv 
Moscow 3-0 in Istanbul.

New Delhi, Sep. 19 (PTI): 
Sajan Bhanwal became the 
first Indian to win back-to-
back medals at the Junior 
World Wrestling Champi-
onship after he secured 
a silver in the 77kg Greco 
Roman category in Trnava, 
Slovakia.

Islam Opiev of Russia 
proved to be too good for 
the 20-year-old from a vil-
lage near Sonipat, winning 
the bout through technical 
superiority. The scoreline 
was 8-0.

In the opening 90 sec-
onds, Sajan was hit with 
passivity and was thrown 
from the par terre position, 
official website of United 
World Wrestling reported.

With Sajan down, Opiev 
went to work, scoring six 
additional points from a 
pair of back-arches, fol-
lowed by a feet over back 
exposure to take the 7-0 
lead.

The action was blown 
dead, and both wrestlers 
were brought up to their 
feet. In the standing posi-
tion, Opeiv charged Sajan 
near the edge of the mat 
and picked up the match-
ending eighth point, and 
the 77kg gold medal, the 
report added.

The Haryana wrestler, 
who had won the gold at 
Junior Asia Championship 
in July, had defeated Dmy-
tro Gardubei from Ukraine 
in the semifinals.

Sajan, who had also 
won a bronze in the 2017 
World Junior Champion-
ship at Tampere, Finland, 
had beaten Norway’s Per 
Anders Kure in the quar-
terfinals.

Another Indian, Vijay, 
had earlier bagged the 
bronze medal in the 55kg 
greco-roman category de-
feating Cihat Ahmet Liman 
of Turkey 16-8.

ena Williams on Sept. 8 in 
New York.

Two years ago Osaka 
lost in the Pan Pacific final 
to Caroline Wozniacki, who 
is the top-seeded player 
this year.

Osaka was born in Ja-

pan to a Haitian father and 
Japanese mother. They 
were both in attendance 
Wednesday.

The shy 20-year-old 
Osaka, who has spent most 
of her life in the United 
States and lives in Florida, 

has been in the spotlight 
both on and off the court 
since returning to Japan last 
Thursday.

Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe took to 
Instagram to praise Osaka’s 
accomplishments and the 

London, Sep. 19 (AFP): 
Wales international Ethan 
Ampadu has signed a 
new five-year contract 
with Chelsea, the Premier 
League club announced on 
Wednesday.

Ampadu, who signed 
from Exeter in 2017 with 
the fee agreed by tribunal, 
has impressed since mov-
ing to Stamford Bridge.

“I’m really proud and 
happy, I’m looking forward 
to the next five years,” said 
the 18-year-old, who can 
play in defence or midfield.

Ampadu has made 
seven Chelsea appear-
ances so far and could be 
involved in Thursday’s Eu-
ropa League clash at PAOK 
in Greece.

“All I have got to do now 
is continue to work hard, 
and hopefully good things 
will happen,” Ampadu 
said.

Chelsea director Ma-
rina Granovskaia said: 
“Ethan has shown great 
potential and unbelievable 
maturity since arriving at 
Chelsea a year ago.

“In this short time he 
convinced a lot of people 

Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia), 
Sep. 19 (IANS): The India 
U-16 girls football team beat 
arch-rivals Pakistan 4-0 in the 
ongoing AFC U-16 Women’s 
Championship Qualifier at 
the MFF Stadium here on 
Wednesday.

While Avika Singh (22nd 
minute) opened the scoring 
for India, the Pakistani goalie 
Ayesha (43rd) conceded an 
own goal at the stroke of half-
time. 

Sunita Munda (82nd) 
added another to get herself 
on the scoresheet, whereas 
skipper Shilky Devi (88th) 
wrapped it up in style.

Following the win, India 
are firmly seated at the top 
of Group B, having collected 
six points from two matches.

Sunita, Shilky and Avika 
combined well to wreak hav-
oc on the arch-rivals but the 
Pakistani defenders soaked 
in the pressure until the 22nd 
minute when Avika notched 
the opening goal for India.

Sunita breezed past the 
left-back to deliver a low 
cross for Avika, whose well-
timed tap-in earned India 
the lead.
Pakistan were happy to sit 
back in their own half and 
defend. Goalkeeper Ayesha 
made some exquisite saves 
during the course of the game 
but a miscued effort from her 
in the 41st minute landed 
inside the goal to hand India 
a 2-0 lead.

After the changeover, In-
dia continued to mount more 
pressure on Pakistan. The 
third goal came in the 82nd 
minute when Sunita, the 
architect of Avika’s goal, got 
her name on the score sheet.

Six minutes later, skipper 
Shilky latched on to another 
attack down the middle and 
kept her calm to score the 
fourth goal of the game.

India are scheduled to 
take on hosts Mongolia in 
their next match, two days 
later.  

rising star also appeared at 
a sumo match.

Osaka signed a three-
year contract last week 
with Japanese carmaker 
Nissan - no financial de-
tails were released - and 
she is reportedly close to 
landing a large deal with 
Adidas, perhaps in the 
range of $10 million.

The U.S. Open title was 
worth $3.8 million in prize 
money.

Osaka also has en-
dorsement agreements 
with Japanese sport-
ing goods company Yo-
nex, noodle maker Nis-
sin Foods, Citizen Watch 
and satellite broadcaster 
Wowow.

In other matches at the 
Pan Pacific Open, Ameri-
can qualifier Alison Riske 
upset former world No. 1 
Garbine Muguruza 6-1, 
6-2 and Karolina Pliskova 
defeated Daria Gavrilova 
4-6, 6-4, 6-4. Caroline Gar-
cia beat Anastasia Pavly-
uchenkova 6-2, 2-6, 7-5.

Osaka will next face 
the winner of the match 
between Anett Kontaveit 
and Barbora Strycova.

with his exceptional quality 
and mentality and we look 
forward to watching him 

develop into a key player 
for the club over the com-
ing years.”
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Nagaland makes its first 
ever first class cricket debut

Ramos laughs off Griezmann's 
Ballon d'Or claims

Nadal to skip ATP Asian swing due to knee injury

North and South Korea say they 
plan bid for 2032 Olympics

NWA felicitates N Zhunyu

Final showdown on Friday
Broad gets Root backing for Sri Lanka test tour

Bihar beat Nagaland by 8 wickets

Captain N Kenguruse Memorial Football Tournament

EM Images

Vanguard FC captain Yhanshalo Kemp, right, has nine goals in four 
matches while winger Salu Kulim has five goals in three matches.

EM Images

The Nagaland cricket team posing for the lens before the match in Gujarat.

N. Zhunyu, kneeling front left, pose for the lens with other wrestlers; Zale Neikha, and NWA officials 
during the felicitation programme  at Japfu Ashok, Kohima on Wednesday.

Stuart Broad and Joe Root

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 19 (EMN): Na-
galand cricket team made its 
maiden entry into first class 
Indian cricket in the Vijay 
Hazare tournament of the 
BCCI at Gujarat but failed 
to beat Bihar and lost by 8 
wickets in the first match on 
the opening day.

Nagaland team elected 
to bat first and scored a tar-
get of 253 losing eight wick-
ets in 50 overs. Openers Nit-
ish Lochab and Sedezhalie 
Rupreo set up a substantial 
partnership scoring 116 
runs but Nitish got out to 
Samar Quadri in the 21.2 
overs. Nitesh scored a to-
tal of 79 runs in 69 balls, 
while youngsters Sedezhalie 
scored 35 runs in 63 balls.

The team struggled 
thereafter losing wickets at 

regular interval but Imliwati 
Lemtur scored 45 runs (not 
out) in 41 balls to helpe the 
team reach the 250 mark at 
the end of the innings.

The captain of the Na-
galand Jonathan Rongsen 
managed to score only 9 
runs in 22 balls and Hokaito 
Zhimomi scored one runs in 
four balls during the match.  
Young off-spinner Tahmeed 
Rahman scored 10 runs in 
his debut.

Guest players Abrar Kazi 
and Pawan contributed 19 
runs and 21 runs for Naga-
land.

Samar Quadri took three 
wickets while Rehan Khan 
and Keshav Kumar took two 
wickets each for Bihar.

In reply, Bihar batsmen 
Babul Kumar 121 (not out) 
and Keshav Kumar 76 (not 

out) overcame the target in 
43.4 overs.

Vikash Ranjan scored 47 
runs in 69 balls.

Imliwati Lemtur and 
Ravi Maurya took a wicket 
each for Nagaland. Naga-
land all-rounder Imliwati 
scored 45 runs (not out) and 
took a wicket during his first 
class cricket debut.

Bihar team will be happy 
with the win after making a 
comeback into the main-
stream cricket after 18 years.

On Friday, Nagaland will 
play their second match 
against Meghalaya.

A Rahman, the team 
manager and secretary, Na-
galand Cricket Association 
speaking to Eastern Mirror 
said “We knew our team 
was against a much stronger 
opponent whose team cap-

tain is also a Indian player 
Praghyan Ozha, but our 
team put up a good score of 
253. But we just could not 
defend it.”

On playing the first class 
cricket match, he said “It’s a 
dream come true for our of-
ficials and players of Naga-
land, as the Supreme Court 
ordered all states to be a 
part of BCCI and we have 
to prepare all teams such as 
U16, U19, U23 and seniors’ 
men teams and also women 
teams for U-19, U-23 and 
senior team.”

He also mentioned that 
Nagaland under BCCI will 
play a total of 14 tourna-
ments till March 2019 and 
each tournament will have 
around 8 matches.

The Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy that got underway on 

Tuesday are playing in four 
different, the teams have 
been divided into four cat-
egories—Group A, Group B, 
Group C and Group D.

The new teams name-
ly Meghalaya, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Sikkim, Arunach-
al Pradesh, Nagaland, Bihar, 
Uttarakhand, and Puduch-
erry are clubbed together 
in Group D from which one 
team will make it to the 
quarter-finals.

Mention can be made 
that a total of 13-member 
Nagaland cricket team along 
with three guest players and 
four support staffs are tak-
ing part in the tournament.  
Kawaljit Singh, a veteran of 
111 Ranji trophy matches 
and a Level-C coach from 
Hyderabad, is the coach of 
the team.

The three guest players 
are KB Pawan from Karna-
taka who has played about 
50 Ranji Trophy matches, 
Abrar Kazi from Bengaluru, 
who played in the Ranji Tro-
phy for Karnataka and in the 
IPL for Royal Challengers 
Bangalore and Pawan Suyal, 
who has played in the IPL 
for Mumbai Indians and 
Ranji Trophy from Delhi.

The team also includes 
Hokaito Zhimomi, former 
Ranji Trophy player from As-
sam, Jonathan Rongsen, for-
mer Ranji Trophy player for 
Railways along with young-
sters like Sedezalie Rupereo 
who represented the NE 
U-19 team in 2016-17 and 
young off-spinner,Tahmeed 
who has recently captained 
the Zonal NE and Bihar 
U-19 team of the BCCI.

Madrid, Sep. 19 (IANS): Real 
Madrid captain Sergio Ra-
mos on Tuesday brushed 
aside Antoine Griezmann's 
Ballon d'Or claims, also 
making light of the Atletico 
Madrid forward's statement 
of comparing himself to 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lio-
nel Messi.

"Ignorance makes you 
very bold," Ramos was 
quoted by ESPNFC ahead 
of Real Madrid's Champi-
ons League opener against 
Roma.

"When I hear this guy 
talk, I think of the likes of 
Totti, Buffon, Maldini, Raul, 
Xavi, Iniesta, Iker, they have 
won a lot of titles at home 
and none of them won a 
Ballon d'Or.

"Everyone's free to give 
their opinion. He needs to 
be advised by (Diego Sime-
one), (Diego) Godin, Koke 
and players like this and to 
get back to the values that 
suit them."

Meanwhile Real will be-
gin their title defence with-
out star Portugal forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo who left 
for Juventus in the sum-
mer while Zinedine Zidane, 
mastermind of those three 
triumphs, stepped down.

"He marked a marvel-
lous period for Real Madrid 
and he shattered practically 
all of the records here, but 
that's in the past," Ramos 
said.

"We can't live on what 
Cristiano did in the past. The 

hole he left is very big but it's 
covered by others players 
with a lot of ambition and 
desire and we have a big 
squad to compete. We wish 
him the best, as always.

"He gave us a lot and 
took very little away. He 
was very direct, had lots of 
goals in him and we played 
more on the counter. Now, 
we have to adapt to another 
style. We have more pos-
session and another way to 
hurt our opponents and that 
is what we have to exploit."

Madrid coach Julen 
Lopetegui refused to con-
firm his first choice goal-
keeper for the Champions 
League, after summer sign-
ing Thibaut Courtois' arrival 
from Chelsea.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
Defending champions Van-
guard FC Tseminyu will face 
Nerhema Village FC in the 
final match of the 4th edi-
tion of Captain Kenguruse 
Memorial Football Tour-
nament (state level) at the 
Kohima local ground on Fri. 
Sep. 21.

On their way to the final, 
Vanguard FC, the winner of 
the last year’s edition de-
feated Green Club Zunhe-
boto 5-1 in their semi-final 
match, while overcame Ko-
hima district champions 
Khriekesa FC 2-1 in quar-
ters.

Vanguard playmaker 
Khiuwangbo Kaurinthat 
missed the final match with 
a match suspension and it 
will be a major blow for the 
team in the midfield area.

The captain of Van-
guard FC Yhanshalo Kemp 
is in fine form this edition 
scoring nine goals in four 
matches. 
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Nerhema FC defeated 
Naga Terriers Jakhama 2-0 
in the semis and overpow-
ered DGP team 3-2 in the 

quarters to enter the final. 
Left winger Salu Kulim has 
five goals in three matches 
for Nerhema FC.  

Dimapur, Sep. 19 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Wrestling 
Association (NWA) felici-
tated N. Zhunyu who won a 
bronze medal at the recently 
concluded 3rd World No-
mad Games held at Chopon 
Ata in Kyrgyztan. The felici-
tation programme was held 
at Japhu Ashok in Kohima 
on Wed. Sep. 19. 

In an update received 
here on Wed. Sep. 19, ad-
visor, Youth Resources & 

Sports, government of Na-
galand Zale Neikha who 
was the special guest of the 
programme congratulated 
N. Zhünyü for his excellent 
achievements by winning 
a medal and termed his 
achievement as a pride and 
honour of the Indian con-
tingent in particular and the 
Nagas in particular.

Neikha also urged N. 
Zhunyu to pursue further-
more with sincerity and 

dedication. Neikha also 
congratulated the other 4 
comrade wrestlers for their 
successful participation 
and commendable perfor-
mance as well.

He further challenged 
all wrestlers to maintain 
obedience, firm determi-
nation, dedication, and 
fearing God as their priority 
in order to become cham-
pions in their upcoming 
participation.

Pyongyang (North Korea), 
Sep. 19 (AP): North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un and 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in said in a state-
ment Wednesday that the 
countries planned to jointly 
bid for the 2032 Summer 
Olympics. At a major sum-
mit, the two leaders gave no 
details of which cities might 
host certain events at the 
games, or how advanced the 
plans were.

The International Olym-
pic Committee traditionally 
does not announce host cit-
ies until seven years ahead 
of the games. That would 
give the Koreas until 2025 to 
put together a joint bid.

Germany, with a multi-
city bid, Brisbane, Australia 
and Jakarta, Indonesia are 
among those who have in-
dicated they would bid for 
the 2032 Games. The India 

Olympic Committee has 
also said it could bid for 
2032, as has South Africa's 
Olympic committee in an 
attempt to bring the Olym-
pics to Africa for the first 
time.

A successful bid by the 
Koreas would mark the sec-
ond time South Korea host-
ed or co-hosted the Summer 
Games, the first being 1988 
in Seoul. South Korea also 
hosted the Winter Olympics 
in Pyeongchang in February.

Asia features in the next 
two Olympics - the 2020 
Summer Games in Tokyo 
and the 2022 Winter Games 
in Beijing, which also hosted 
the summer version in 2008.

The joint statement 
Wednesday also said the 
Koreas would look to coop-
erate in major sports events 
such as the 2020 Games, 
also without elaborating.

London, Sep. 19 (Reuters): 
England captain Joe Root 
has given his backing for 
seamer Stuart Broad to be 
included in the test squad 
for the tour of Sri Lanka 
amid speculation that the 
new-ball bowler could be 
dropped.

Broad took 23 wickets 
in seven home tests against 
Pakistan and India this year 
but British media reported 
that national selectors were 
considering leaving the 
32-year-old out of the side 
for three tests in Sri Lanka 
starting in November.

Conditions are likely to 
ensure that England travel 
with three frontline spin-
ners but Root has backed 
Broad, the country’s second 
most successful test bowler, 
to play a pivotal role on the 
South Asian pitches.

“I think Stuart’s expe-
rience will be vital in Sri 
Lanka,” Root told the Daily 
Telegraph.

“He has had a lot of ex-
perience in the subconti-
nent and had a lot of success 
with teams out there, so I 

Bengaluru, Sep. 19 (Re-
uters): World number one 
Rafa Nadal said on Wednes-
day he would skip the Asian 
leg of the ATP tour to recov-
er from the knee injury he 
picked up at the U.S. Open, 
a decision that will boost 
Novak Djokovic’s chances 
of ending the year top of the 
rankings.

Nadal was forced to re-
tire during his semi-final 
against Argentine Juan 
Martin del Potro at Flush-
ing Meadows with what 
he later said was tendinitis 
in his right knee, and will 

now also miss next month’s 
tournaments in Beijing and 
Shanghai.

Djokovic, seeded sixth 
at the U.S. Open, beat Del 
Potro in the final to claim his 
second Grand Slam title this 
year and rise to third in the 
rankings, behind Nadal and 
Roger Federer.

 “I had to retire from the 
semi-finals of the U.S. Open 
and this past Monday I was 
with doctors in Barcelona 
to review the situation with 
my knee,” Nadal wrote on 
Twitter.

“While my knee prob-

lems are nothing new, I have 
decided together with my 
medical and technical team 
not to participate in the 
Asian tour to recover.”

The Spaniard tops the 
world rankings with 8,760 
points, 1,860 ahead of Fe-
derer and 2,315 more than 
in-form Djokovic. With Fe-
derer cutting the number 
of tournaments he plays 
- the Swiss only took part in 
events in Shanghai, Basel 
and the ATP finals after last 
year’s U.S. Open - Djokovic 
is now favourite to unseat 
Nadal as world number one.

The winner of the tour-
nament will walk home 
with a cash prize of INR 1.75 
lakhs while the runners-up 
will receive INR 80000.

The two semi-finalists 
Naga Terriers and Green 
Club will each receive INR 
25,000. The individual 
awards include player of the 
tournament, golden boot 
and golden gloves.

T h e  o r g a n i s e r s  o n 
Wednesday informed that 
the closing ceremony will 
begin from 12:15 pm on-
wards on Sep. 21 with Lieu-
tenant General Abhay Krish-
na, PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, 
SM, VSM, General Officer 
Commander-in-Chief, East-
ern Command as the special 
guest  

The tournament is or-
ganised by the Assam Rifles 
in honour of the late sol-
dier Captain Neikezhakuo 
Kengruse, Maha Vir Chakra 
who sacrificed his life for the 
country during the Kargil 
war in 1999.
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think it is very important 
that you utilise that and 
have experience in those 
testing conditions to help 
mould the side around it.”

Root said team mate 
Moeen Ali has the full sup-
port of the team after the all-
rounder said he was called 
“Osama” by an Australian 

player during an Ashes test 
in 2015.

Moeen, who is a Muslim, 
made the allegation in his 
forthcoming autobiography, 
saying the apparent refer-
ence to Islamist militant 
Osama bin Laden came 
during his Ashes debut in 
Cardiff.

“All I want to do is give 
him the support he needs 
to feel comfortable with 
the whole situation,” Root 
added. England take on Sri 
Lanka in five one-dayers 
and a one-off Twenty20 in-
ternational in October, be-
fore the first of three tests 
starts in Galle on Nov. 6.


