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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 17: In a move that 
will enhance travel experience of 
women commuters in Nagaland’s 
commercial hub Dimapur and 
capital Kohima, the state govern-
ment on Monday inaugurated 
women-only bus service called 
“City Pink Bus,” a first of its kind in 
the state and perhaps in the whole 
of northeast.

Minister for Transport & Civil 
Aviation & Railways & Land Re-
sources, P Paiwang Konyak said 
while inaugurating the City Pink 
Bus that there were no instances of 
women being raped, harassed or 
ill-treated in Dimapur city buses 
in the past but the communica-
tion service exclusively for ladies 
was introduced to facilitate and 
support them as some might not 
be comfortable sitting with men. 

“Naga society respects women 
and this is one area where we want 
to facilitate women so that they 
come out of their kitchen and do 
the necessities,” said Konyak. He 

however said that the pink bus 
services will be available only in 
Kohima and Dimapur. 

The chairperson of Nagaland 
State Commission for Women, Dr. 
Temsula Ao told Eastern Mirror 
that the government has addressed 
special needs of women so that 
women could travel from place to 
place with ease and dignity.

“I hope that the standards of 
the buses are maintained at all 
times and hoping that more buses 
will be introduced in the future,” 
Ao stated. 

The Nagaland State Transport 
(NST) has also resumed city bus 
service for the general public more 
than a decade after the service was 
stopped. The bus services between 
Dimapur and Chumukedima will 
officially start on September 18.    

Konyak told reporters the bus 
service was the initiative of the 
PDA government and thanked the 
minister for Urban and Municipal 
affairs for handing over the old 
Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 

Renewal Mission (JnNURM) buses 
to the NST department so that the 
NST could renovate and provide 
bus services to the general public.

“It was the shortfall of bus-
es that the city bus service was 
stopped. However, this time we 
managed to get 14 JnNURM buses 
from the department of Urban 
Development that had been lying 
damaged or unrepaired. Out of 
the 14 buses we have already re-
paired five buses and we will also 
be repairing the remaining ones,” 
he said. 

The minister also clarified that 
the pink bus would not be plying 
between Dimapur and Kohima but 
only within Dimapur and Kohima. 
He disclosed that senior citizens 
and physically challenged passen-
gers will not be charged any fare. 
“We are also considering giving free 
services to female students if they 
come forward with a request,” he 
admitted.

There are four pink buses as of 
now — two each for Dimapur and 

Kohima. 
Konyak disclosed that the 

buses will initially run on trial 
basis, but the department would 
introduce more if it turns out to be 
successful. He also wanted to send 
across the message to the people 
that they should be responsible for 
the success of the bus services. 

Informing that the pink buses 
will be driven by male drivers and 
conductors as of now, the legislator 
said, “If women are ready to come 
forward, we are ready to employ 
female drivers and conductors for 
the pink buses.”

The bus services will be made 
available between NST station, 
Dimapur, and Chumukedima, 
comprising of 22 stops. 

“Buses will stop only in the 
stoppages and commuters should 
make sure that they board or de-
board the bus in the stoppages 
only. About two minutes will be 
given for commuters to board or 
de-board in the stoppages,” Kon-
yak said. 

“Tickets should be purchased 
from the right person; it is a manu-
al slip ticket which will be given by 
the conductors inside the bus. In 
cases of calamities and accidents, if 
a person has no ticket he will not be 
able to claim any compensation,” 
Konyak said adding that if any 
person is found indulging in mal-
practices one should immediately 
inform the matter to him so that 
action could be initiated against 
the perpetrators.

The secretary of Transport de-
partment, Kenilo Apon had earlier 
said that the pink bus service and 
the city bus service were intro-
duced with an aim to ease the 
traffic in the city. He urged the law 
enforcement agencies, district ad-
ministration, police, and the public 
to cooperate with the government 
so that these services would go a 
long way and make Dimapur free 
from traffic congestion.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 17: The 
central government has 
opened a network of more 
than 3,400 ‘test practice 
centres’ (TPC) in 622 dis-
tricts in the country. The 
test centres are to enable 
students writing for higher 
education entrance exami-
nations such as JEE and 
UGC-NET to hold practice 
sessions; the idea is to en-
able them to ‘get used to 
the changed mode and 
pattern of examination,’ 
updates on Sep. 17 said.  

The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has estab-
lished a network of TPC 
across the country in about 
622 districts in 33 states / 
UT, for students of rural 
areas and others to have 
the opportunity to prac-
tice computer-based tests 
(CBT) before the actual 
examinations. 

The TPC will provide 
mock tests to candidates of 
JEE (main) and UGC-NET 
examinations, updates 
from the government’s 
publicity agency PIB state.  
Available information said 
that the centres would also 
help students who do not 
have computers and smart 

phones.
The Union minister 

for Human Resource De-
velopment Prakash Java-
dekar inaugurated the fa-
cility in New Delhi on Sep. 
16. About 25 TPC joined 
the minister on Google 
Hangouts during the inau-
guration. 

Javadekar said during 
the interaction with the 
centres that the govern-
ment was committed to 
providing ‘quality educa-
tion with equity.’ 

“Therefore we are 
launching test practice 
centres across the country 
for those students who do 
not have computers and 
smart phones. Now no stu-
dent will suffer due to lack 
of resources,” the minister 
was quoted as having said. 
He said that the govern-
ment has changed the pat-
tern of the JEE (main) and 
UGC NET examination 
from this year. 

(Continued on page 5)

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The two main accused in 
the murder case of a 5th 
NAP battalion inspector 
Neiphretuo Metsie-o of 
Chiechama village, who 
were apprehended from 
neighbouring Manipur 
and Assam state have been 
brought to the custody of 
the Nagaland police.

According to Kohima 
police, accused Ringthin-
chon was caught by the 
Manipur police in Ukhrul 
on September 15 while the 
other accused Yuireingam 
Shimray was apprehended 
by the railway police at Gu-
wahati on September 16. 
They have been handed 
over to the state’s police.

Metsie-o was reported 
to have gone missing on 
September 7 after he left 
his home in Kohima to 
report for duty at Pfutsero 
where he was posted. His 
body was found on Sep-
tember 15 in a jungle be-
tween Zuketsa and Zapami 
in Phek district.

The two accused per-
sons were said to have 
hitched a ride in the police 
officer’s vehicle, a white 
colored Mahindra Scorpio, 
from Kohima. Police said 
that the vehicle was re-
covered from Lephori area 
under Meluri sub-division 

in Phek district on Sunday.
The police is said to 

have constituted a special 
investigation team to look 
into the case. 
APO to hold public pro-
cession on Wednesday

The Angami Public 
Organisation (APO) has 
announced to a public 
rally on September 19, 
at 9 am at the old MLA 
Hostel junction in Kohima 
town, against the killing of 
Neiphretuo Metsie-o. The 
APO’s President Kepel-
housie Terhüja, Angami 
Youth Organisation’s Presi-
dent Neinguvotuo Krose, 
and Chiechama village 
council’s Chairman Neitso 
Sogotsu will be speaking at 
the rally.

Following the rally, 
there will be a public pro-
cession to the chief minis-
ter’s residence to submit a 
memorandum. 

In this regard, the APO 
has requested all mem-
bers of the community 
to attend the programme 
in traditional attire and 
a black flag/badge. The 
organisation has, through 
a press release, informed 
that all the citizens of Kohi-
ma ‘are open to attend the 
programme to condemn 
the heinous act or show 
solidarity.’

(Continued on page 5)

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): Nagaland Gov-
ernor PB Acharya has a wish that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi would lead India 
to becoming “vishwa guru” (Hindi for 
‘universal leader’) as Modi celebrates his 
68th birthday.

A message from PB Acharya on Mon-
day conveyed birthday wishes to Modi on 
behalf of the people of Nagaland. Acharya 
wished him a long and healthy life, ac-
cording to the message, “to render many 

more years of service to the nation and 
guide our motherland to become vishwa 
guru.” 

Acharya said it was a ‘coincidence’ 
that this year’s “Viswakarma Day,” the day 
of celebrations for Viswakarma, a Hindu 
god the Hindu community considers the 
divine architect, is on September 17. 

“We all are proud of you. You have 
made all Indians proud wherever they 
are.” the message to Modi read. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The second session of the 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) will com-
mence from Tuesday.

The first day of the ses-
sion will include obituary 
references, the question 

hour; introduction of gov-
ernment bills; presenta-
tion of administrative re-
ports/rules and assembly 
committee reports.

There will be a recess 
on September 19 and the 
session will continue on 
September 20.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 17 (EMN): Even as 
the National AIDS Control Organ-
isation (NACO) targets eradicat-
ing AIDS by 2030 and eliminate 
mother-to-child transmission of 
HIV, in the state of Nagaland HIV 
positive pregnant mothers are 
unable to access the ‘Nevirapine 
syrup,’ which is for newborn ba-
bies. The crucial syrup is said to 
have run into shortage.

Eastern Mirror was informed 
that the prevention of mother 
to child transmission (PMTCT) 
services at ART centre in all the 
districts have run out of ‘Nevirap-
ine syrup’ meant for infants born 
to HIV positive mothers since 
August 31.

In the absence of the syrup, 

sources said that antiretroviral 
drugs (ARV) meant for adults is 
broken into four pieces, crushed 
and prepared into syrup diluted 
with distilled water and adminis-
tered to infants.

Confirming this, Lucy Wun-
gleng from Dimapur Network 
of People living with HIV and 
AIDS (DNP+) expressed concern 
stating that even if the medicine 
were broken into four pieces the 
correct dosage cannot be ascer-
tained. 

“We never know. The dosage 
may not tally as it may either be 
overdose or less,” said a worried 
Wungleng who also cited an in-
cident that happened on Sep. 17: 
a nine-month pregnant woman 
who is HIV positive was referred 

to their centre to avail the ne-
virapine syrup. She said that the 
woman may give birth anytime 
and was worried about the syrup 
being unavailable; the baby has to 
be administered the syrup within 
72 hours after birth. Wungleng 
desperately asked if the syrup can 
be obtained from medical stores, 
which unfortunately is not avail-
able in pharmacies.

Ketho Angami, president of 
the ARK Foundation (Access 
to Rights and Knowledge) also 
confirmed the news and said 
unavailability of the syrup may 
fuel new transmission of HIV 
from mother to child in the state, 
if necessary preventive measures 
are not taken immediately. 

Stating that the nevirapine 

syrup is administered to newly 
born infants to decrease the 
chance of contracting HIV, he 
said “the human basic funda-
mental rights are being violated 
and NSACS has to be held ac-
countable for this.”

Dr. Ngangshimeren, the 
NSACS project director, said 
although an order for the syrup 
was placed sometime ago, deliv-
ery of the consignment has been 
delayed as the NACO too has run 
out of stock; the order has had 
to be placed directly with the 
company. 

However, he said that the 
consignment had reached Kolk-
atta two days ago and was being 
expected to reach the state in a 
day or two.  The little quantity 

which was received earlier, he 
informed, was distributed to all 
the ART centres, which also ran 
out. He was optimistic that the 
medicine would soon reach the 
state.

In its HIV Estimations 2017 
report the NACO estimated India 
to have around 22,677 [10,927-
40,605] HIV-positive women who 
gave birth in 2017 and needed 
ART prophylaxis to prevent HIV 
transmission to their baby. 

State/UT wise,  PMTCT 
needs were highest in the state 
of Maharashtra followed by Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Telangana, West Ben-
gal, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and 
Rajasthan. Nagaland is placed 
in 21st.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
More than seven houses were 
razed in separate fire incidents 
on Sunday night and Monday 
evening in Mokokchung town.

On Sunday night, Sep. 16, a 
major fire completely razed seven 
houses at Sangtemla ward just 
above Supong Hall, commonly 
the Eastern Hall.

Mokokchung Fire division’s 
2nd OC SI Thungathung T Shitiri 
reported that the news about 
the fire was received around 
7:20 pm.

He said that two fire engines 
were pressed into service, and 
assisted by Home Guard & Civil 
Defence personnel and colony 
volunteers to fight the fire, which 
had already begun spreading to 
adjoining houses then. It took 
more than two hours to bring 
the fire under control, sources 
infromed.

It took eight trips for the fire 
engines to bring water from the 
station to douse the fire, an offi-
cial said. Eyewitness said that the 
fire started from a police quarter, 
possibly caused by an LPG cyl-
inder bursting, before the blaze 

spread to nearby houses.
Shitiri reported that property 

worth approximately more than 
INR 60 lakh was destroyed in the 

incident. Investigation is on to as-
certain the cause of the incident.  
Firefighters reported that four 
LPG cylinders ‘exploded’ during 

the incident.
In another incident on Sun-

day evening, the BJP Mokok-
chung unit’s office caretaker’s 

room was partially destroyed by 
fire at around 5:26 pm at Arkong 
ward. Timely intervention from 
the Fire division prevented the 
blaze from spreading. The fire 
may have been caused by a short 
circuit, an official informed.

On Monday evening at 
around 6:00 pm, a house was 
completely razed in another fire 
at Marepkong ward in Mokok-
chung. OC SI Thungathung T 
Shitiri, who was at the spot, in-
formed that the department 
received information at 6:20 pm.

The colony’s people said that 
the fire destroyed the house even 
though volunteers, Home Guard 
& Civil Defence personnel and 
firefighters tried to bring it under 
control. The house belonged to a 
Mangmetong villager.

Shitiri informed that no one 
was in the house when the fire 
broke out. It was speculated that 
the fire may have been caused by 
unattended kitchen fire. Approxi-
mately around INR 40,000 worth 
of property was destroyed in the 
fire, available information said.

No loss of life was reported 
from out of the three fire inci-
dents.

ENtErtaiNmENt
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Security personnel mill around a row of pink city buses, which are Dimapur and Kohima municipalities’ women-only buses, in Dimapur.

EM Images

Fire blazes through a house at Sangtemla ward in Mokokchung on Sep.16.

NE states and number of TPCs and 
computers available for practice 

State/UT No. of 
TPC

No. of districts 
where TPC is 
available

No. of 
computers

Sikkim 7 4 196

Mizoram 9 7 301

Nagaland 9 7 417

Meghalaya 11 7 535

Tripura 12 5 549

Manipur 17 10 618

Arunachal 
Pradesh

21 14 655

Assam 77 30 3862

Source: PIB Delhi/MHRD

Women-only buses in Dimapur, Kohima; 
free for the elderly, differently-able



Kohima DEO organises 
district level science seminar
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Winners of the Kohima district level science seminar along with officials. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The Kohima district level 
science seminar organised 
by the district education 
officer, Kohima was held at 
Mezhur Higher Secondary 
School on Monday.

The seminar was held 
on the topic ‘Industrial 
Revolution 4.0: Are we pre-
pared?’ where Neingusa-u 
Zatsu, a class 9 student of 
Mezhur HSS was declared 
as the winner. Vijayanand 
V Thomas (class 9) of St 
Mary’s Cathedral HSS  was 
adjudged second, while 
Akap T Yenlunghu (class 

10) of Holy Cross HSS and 
Supolepden Kichu (class 9) 
of Fernwood School were 
third and fourth respec-
tively.

The winner Zatsu will 
now represent Kohima 
district in the state level 
competition scheduled on 
September 21 in Dimapur 
at Government Higher Sec-
ondary School.

Eleven schools from 
around Kohima district 
participated in the seminar. 
Dr Limatemjen, assistant 
professor, Kohima Science 
College and Daniel Thong, 
SCERT were the judges.

Wonthungo Tsopoe, the 
director of School Educa-
tion, in his speech exhorted 
the students to work hard 
and to overcome the daily 
challenges. The director 
stressed that Nagas were 
second to none but lack of 
motivation and facilities has 
hindered the students.

He suggested there 
should be laboratories in all 
the school to motivate the 
students to pursue science.

The director said if more 
students take up science 
steam, there will be more 
technocrats, industries, bet-
ter facilities in the state.

Boy found dead in Mkg. 
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung, Sep. 17 
(EMN): The dead body of a 
14-year-old boy was found 
hanging inside a hut in an 
abandoned paddy field un-
der Mongsenbai ward ju-
risdiction in Mokokchung 
Town on  Sept. 17 morning.

A Mokokchung Police 
Station-II official said that 
police personnel rushed to 
the spot after receiving in-
formation about deceased 
at around 8:30 PM.

 The deceased has been 
identified as one late Pur-

lemba son of Noren from 
Golaghat (Assam) currently 
residing in Mongsenbai 
ward.

Police informed the boy 
left the house on Sunday 
evening after having some 
misunderstanding with the 
parents. Mokokchung Po-
lice II officials ruled that 
caused of the death as sui-
cide and is currently inves-
tigated under UD case.

The deceased body has 
been handed over to the 
family to performed the last 
rites, police added.

Clarification and apology to 
family members of Padma 
Shree Piyong Temjen Jamir

A news report ap-
peared on the Sep. 17 
edition of Eastern Mirror 
captioned “Padma Shree 
Piyong Temjen Jamir is 
no more”. Eastern Mirror 
clarifies that the report 
carried was a case of incor-
rect report and mistaken 
identity.

The establishment 
convey sincere apology 
to the family members of 
the Padma Shree awardee 
Piyong Temjen Jamir who 
is in good health for the 
distress caused due to the 
incorrect reporting.  

The office also conveys 
our sincere condolence 
to the bereaved family 
members of M Temjen-
soba Longkumer, who was 

the principal of Nagaland 
Bhasha Academy at Half 
Nagarjan in Dimapur. It 
is our prayer that God Al-
mighty would comfort 
and grant strength to bear 
with the loss.

The principal of Na-
galand Bhasha Academy 
passed away on Sunday, 
Sep. 16, evening. He was 
70, and hailed from Long-
sa village in Mokokchung 
district and is survived by 
his wife and six children. 
The family members of 
Late M Temjensoba Long-
kumer has expressed grat-
itude to every individual 
who have extended their 
condolence and support 
to the family at their hour 
of grief.  

PTCSU campaigns for cleaner Phek town  
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The Phek Town Chakhe-
sang Students’ Union 
kicked-off its first phase 
sanitation drive on Mon-
day, according to a DIPR 
report. 

The campaign seeks 
to involve all schools, on 

a roster system, by clean-
ing the town on every Sat-
urday. The union mem-
bers along with students 
from Phek Government 
College and Government 
Middle School, Kerehuba 
conducted a sanitation 
drive by way of collect-

ing plastic wastes and 
litter along the main 
road starting from Holy 
Care School to the local 
ground.

The second phase of 
sanitation drive will start 
be on September 22, it 
informed. 

NCSA gets new officer-bearers 
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN):  The Nagaland 
Civil Services Association (NCSA) has an-
nounced a new team of office bearers for 
the term 2018-19. 

A DIPR report on Monday announced 
the following as the new officials: presi-

dent, W Honje Konyak; vice president, 
Limawabang Jamir; general secretary, 
Vikhweno Chale; treasurer. Limanenla; 
assistant treasurer, Vekusheyi Rhakho; and 
joint secretaries, Asalie Lese and Livitoli 
Sukhalu.

Minor raped; JSO condemns 
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): A 
mentally challenged minor 
girl was repeatedly raped 
by a 65 year old who was 
caught red-handed on Sep. 
9 in Kohima district. 

I n f o r m i n g  t h i s  i n 
a press release, the Jot-
soma Women Organisa-
tion on Monday, strongly 
condemned the act and 
identified the accused as 
one Vizielie  Peseyie, aged 
around 65 years. The vic-
tim is said to be a minor 
girl of only 11 years and 
she was reportedly raped 

on ‘several occasions’ by 
the accused. 

 “The accused vizie-
lie Peseyie had confessed 
during questioning by the 
Jotsoma Women Organisa-
tion on Sep. 12 in front of 
the villagers. after which 
he has been hnaded over 
to the police for the law 
to take its own course of 
action,” the JSO stated in a 
press statement which was 
appended by its Chairper-
son Rokolhuvono Medoze 
and Secretary Vilako-u 
Nakhro. 

W h i l e  d e m a n d i n g 
the concern authority to 
award the strongest pun-
ishment as per the law of 
the land, the organisation 
stated that the victim must 
receive speedy justice and 
also compensation. 

  The organisation 
further warned the au-
thority not to grant bail 
to the accused under any 
circumstance and at the 
same time cautioned any 
individual or organisation 
not to bail out the accused 
person. 

NTC appreciates inter-state 
coordination in nabbing criminals 
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Tribes 
C o u n c i l  o n  Mo n d a y 
strongly condemned the 
murder of Late Neiphre-
tuo Metsie-o and at the 
same time appreciated 
the effective coordination 
between the intelligence 
and police forces belong-
ing to Manipur, Assam 
and Nagaland whereby 
the perpetrators of the 
crime were nabbed with-
out any waste of time. 

A press release from 
the NTC media cell, while 
condemning the murder, 
stated that ‘such daring, 
mindless and senseless 
murder of a fellow Naga 
by a Naga due to sheer 
greed for money without 
sense of fear and value of 
human life is definitely 
alien to Naga culture’. 

 Nonetheless, the NTC 
appreciated the public of 
Pfutsero range for selfless 
involving along with the 
police in searching for 

the dead person thereby 
lessening the task of the 
police forces. 

It also highly appreci-
ated the effective coordi-
nation between the intel-
ligent and police forces 
of Manipur, Assam and 
Nagaland and said that 
the incident, being an 
interstate crime, such 
synchronisation amongst 
the neighbor states is al-
ways indispensable to 
handle similar crimes 
henceforth. 

“The NTC congratu-
lates all those who ef-
ficiently pursued and 
brought the culprits to 
book. It is also felt that 
the murderers be handed 
over to Nagaland Police 
urgently for the purpose 
of expeditious trial and 
befitting penalization,” 
the NTC stated. 

It said that had there 
been lack of such co-
ordinated mechanism 
amongst the nieghbour 

state forces, each state 
could have become save 
haven for criminals who 
committed crimes in one 
state and sneaked into 
another state and take 
refuge whereby turning 
the region to be the para-
dise of anti-social ele-
ments. 

Saying that any un-
derestimation of the im-
portance of inter-state 
coordination would only 
encourage the crime rate 
in the region, the NTC 
stated that the very recent 
maneuvers engineered by 
the law enforcing agen-
cies “are found encourag-
ing and satisfying”. 

“The NTC therefore 
impresses upon the con-
cerned administrative 
authorities in the entire 
sister States to strength-
en the cohesion so as to 
eradicate similar crimes 
in the interest of the re-
gion,” the NTC further 
stated. 

More organisations condemn murder of police inspector
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): More 
organisations condemned over 
the murder of the police inspec-
tor, Neiphretuo Metsie-o of 5th 
NAP battalion, Pfütsero, who went 
missing on Sep. 7 and whose his 
dead body recovered on Sep. 15 in 
Phek district. 
 NAGOK

The Northern Angami Gazet-
ted Officers’ Krotho (NAGOK) 
on Monday expressed shock and 
outrage over the murder of Late. 
Metsie-o, who was a member of 
the Krotho.  

“The NAGOK strongly con-
demned the barbaric killing and 
urged the law enforcing agencies 
to leave no stone unturned in 
bringing the perpetrators to book 
and award befitting punishment 
as per the law of the land,” the 
NAGOK stated in a press note 
issued by its President Lhouvilie 
Yhor and General Secretary, Dr. 
Vikuolie Mezhatsu. 

It further extended heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily members.  
Zeme Council Nagaland 

The Zeme Council Nagaland, 
while condemning murder, stated 
that such cowardly act has no 
place in the Naga society.  

 The ZCN President, Dr. Tum-
da Newme appealed the concern 
authority to award befitting pun-
ishment to the culprits involved 

in the crime and at the same 
time conveyed its deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved family 
members. 
 Naga Mothers’ Association 

The NMA stated that it grieves 
the loss of a son who has left be-
hind grief stricken families , his 
wife and children. 

 The NMA President, Abeiu 
Meru and General Secretary,  Lo-
chumbeni Humtsoe, in a press 
note, expressed shame at the 
involvement of a woman perpe-
trator in the gruesome murder 
and theft. 

“Too many incidents of mur-
der and car thefts have plagued 
our highways with the guilty 
escaping across state borders 
and justice not served,” the NMA 
stated while at the same time 
demanded severest punishment 
to be served to the perpetrators. 
Poumai Naga Union (PNU) Pfüt-
sero 

PNU, Pfütsero unit has also 
strongly condemned the murder 
of Late Metsieo. 

“As a community, we ec-
pressed our agony over this inhu-
man act. We felt deeply sorry and 
praying for peace and strenght 
for the bereaved family,” the PNU 
President, Daniel Dichao and 
Secretary Paul Mohmai stated in 
a press release. The union further 
requested the concern authorities 

to take immediate action at the 
earliest and bring the culprits to 
justice. 
VCC Union, Pfutsero

The VCC union, Pfutsero sub-
division strongly condemned the 
murder which happened ‘in their 
jurisdiction tarnishing the whole 
Chakhesang community’. 

 The Union demanded the 
law enforcing agencies to award 
highest possible punishment to 
the accused persons involved in 
the crime as per the law of the 
land. It further conveyed heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily members. 
Rengma Public Organisation 
Kohima

The Rengma Public Organisa-
tion Kohima has condemned the 
murder of Late Metsi-o and said 
that the ‘inhuman criminal act’ of 
the accused persons in commit-
ting such heartless deed ‘deserves 
the highest degree of punishment 
and condemnation’. 

The RPOK President Khinyi 
Woch and General Secretary, Ken-
ny Semp, in a press note, urged 
upon the concern authorities to 
award befitting punishment to the 
culprits  “consistent to the crime 
committed and take action in an 
exemplary manner
Zapami Village Council 

The Zapami village commu-
nity expressed extreme shock and 

pain over the murder ‘under its 
jurisdiction’ and said that the inci-
dent has not only traumatised the 
people of the area but also defiled 
the land of Zapami village. 

  The Zapami village council 
chairman Zewekha Wetsah and 
Head GB, Krowelhi Kenye in a 
press note, demanded that the 
perpetrators be awarded strin-
gent punishment. Saying that the 
people of the area are peace lov-
ing citizens, the village reassured 
travellers and visitors of its com-
mitment to safety and security. 
Rengma Students’ Union 

The Rengma Students’ Union 
(RSU) has condemned the murder 
and said that such act should be 
condemned by all and legal action 
should be taken at the earliest. 

 “We have lost an officer, a 
father, a brother and a friend,” 
stated the RSU President, Kisheto 
Kent Rengma in a press note. The 
union further  conveyed heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved 
family.   
 KSON 

 The Kuki Students’ Organi-
sation Nagaland (KSON) vehe-
mently condemned the cold-
blooded murder and demanded 
the concern authority to award 
‘highest befitting punishment 
to the culprits’. The organisation 
further conveyed heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family 

STATE

Health dept. urges all parents to vaccinate 
their children during MRV campaign 
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): The 
Department of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare (HFW) on Monday 
urged all the parents to avail the 
opportunity to vaccinate their 
children from the age group 9 
months to 15 years during the 
Measles-Rubella Vaccination 
Campaign (MVRC) which will 
be launched on Oct. 3 all over 
the state. 

The Mission Director - NHM, 
Dr. Kevichusa Medikhru, in a 
press statement which was issued 
in public interest, informed that 
the campaign will target 4.72 lakh 
children who will be given an ad-
ditional does of MR vaccine. 

 Saying that the vaccines are 
still one of the safest options 
to prevent infectious diseases, 
Medikhru said that the campaign 
is being carried out to eliminate 
measles and control rubella and 
congenital rubella syndrome 
(CRS) in the country for which all 
susceptible children need to be 
vaccinated to break the transmis-
sion chain of the diseases

 The statement informed 
that the Government of India 
introduced the immunisation 
program in 1978 which expanded 
as Universal Immunisation Pro-
gram in 1985 which since then 
has been one of the key public 
health interventions for protec-
tion of children from vaccine 
preventable diseases. 

“Immunisation rates for mea-
sles disease is set at a threshold 
of 95% by WHO for ensuring that 

there is no surge in the number 
of measles cases and measles 
related deaths. This threshold is 
deemed necessary to maintain 
the herd immunity that guar-
antees protection for babies too 
young to be vaccinated, elderly 
people “immuno-suppressed” 
individuals and those who can-
not be vaccinated for other medi-
cal reasons,” informed Medikhru. 

He said that since the measles 
immunisation coverage in the 
state of Nagaland is sub-optimal 
(74% as per HMIS 17-18), there 
have been large measles as well 
as rubella outbreaks with deaths 
in the past 4 years namely in the 
districts of Mon, Zunheboto, 
Longleng and Kiphire, which 
have been investigated under 
the laboratory based Measles 
Surveillance program jointly run 
by the Universal Immunisation 
Program (UIP) and the Integrated 
Diseases Surveillance Project 
(IDSP) of the health department. 

“Data from these outbreak 
investigations have shown that 
the percentage of unvaccinated 
children who were affected with 
measles ranged from 75-99% 
which means that the herd im-
munity of the community is very 
poor and will not be able to with-
stand a surge of highly conta-
gious diseases such as measles,” 
informed Medikhru. 

He informed that the rise 
in cases of vaccine preventable 
diseases secondary to lower im-
munisation rates is becoming a 

serious public health problem in 
many countries which includes 
countries like Italy, France, Aus-
tralia and the state of California, 
USA all of which have recently 
implemented laws making vac-
cination mandatory for children.

“The problem is compound-
ed by the fact that there is vaccine 
hesitancy amongst parents either 
due to low awareness levels or 
misinformation and distrust 
about vaccines and governments 
and health authorities,” lament-
ed Medikhru. 

Saying that effective vaccina-
tion programmes were responsi-
ble for eradication of small pox 
and now limiting polio to just 
2 countries, the mission direc-
tor informed that diseases such 
a pertusis (whooping cough) 
diphtheria, tetanus have become 
uncommon such that most of the 
current generation of today have 
not witnessed first-hand experi-
ence of the devastating conse-
quences of vaccine preventable 
diseases. 

He cautioned that if the peo-
ple are not vaccinated, then these 
diseases will quickly reappear. 

“It is far more likely to be se-
riously injured by a vaccine pre-
ventable disease than a vaccine. 
For example, in the case of polio, 
the disease can cause paralysis, 
measles can cause encephalitis 
and blindness and some vac-
cine presentable disease can 
even result in death,” informed 
Medikhru. 

Allaying any misconceptions 
about vaccines, Medikhru in-
formed that in 1998, the Lancet 
journal published a seriously 
flawed and fraudulent study 
which linked MMR vaccinations 
and autism and the paper was 
retracted by the journal in 2010 
as there is no link MMR vaccine 
and autism or autistic disorders. 

He informed that Nagaland 
is the 26th state to conduct the 
campaign till date, 108 million 
children of 23 states have been 
safely vaccinate without any se-
rious incident of vaccine injury. 

Saying that the campaign 
aims to rapidly build the immu-
nity in the population and break 
the chain of transmission of the 
diseases, the mission director 
said that the campaign is being 
conducted as an intervention 
to increase the benefits to the 
health of the community and 
making vaccination mandatory 
should not be seen as an infringe-
ment of personal rights.

“Vaccines are still one of the 
safest options to prevent infec-
tious diseases and all parents 
need to avail the facilities that 
are being provided free of cost 
at government health facilities,” 
stated Medikhru. 
Facts on MR vaccine 
1.  MR vaccine is a safe and ef-

fective vaccine in use for over 
40 years in many countries 
across the world. 

2.  Most vaccine reactions are 
usually minor and temporary 

such as a sore arm or mild 
fever. All government health 
facilities have been trained 
and equipped to manage 
cases of Adverse Events Fol-
lowing Immunisation.

3.  Good hygiene, sanitation, 
clean water and nutrition 
are insufficient for stopping 
infectious diseases. 

4.  Vaccines interact with the im-
mune system to produce and 
immune response similar to 
that produced by the natural 
infection, but they do not 
cause the disease or put the 
immunised person at risk of 
its potential complications. 

5.  Thiomersal is an organic mer-
cury containing compound 
added to some vaccines as 
a preservative. It is safe and 
the most widely used pre-
servative for vaccines that 
are provided in multi-dose 
vials. There is no evidence to 
suggest that the amount of 
thisomersal used in vaccines 
poses a health risk. 

6.  The MR vaccine administrat-
ed in the current campaign 
is produced in India and has 
been licensed by the Central 
Drugs Standard Control Or-
ganisation (India). Majority of 
the global MR vaccines sup-
plies are from India. 

7.  The syringes and needles 
used in the campaign come 
in sterile packaging and are 
auto-disable, which cannot 
be reused. 

Dengue outbreak: Fumigation 
drive from September 19 
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel has informed the 
following colonies to co-
operate with the ‘Agarwal 

Mahasabh’ who will be or-
ganising a fogging drive to 
control dengue outbreak in 
Dimapur town and adjoin-
ing areas on the following 
days 

SL.no Areas Date
1. Golaghat road, Eros lane 

and Nagaland gate area
19-09-18

2. Kalibari road, Westyard and 
Marwari patty and NST 
colony

20-09-18

3. Circular road, Khermahal, 
Clock tower

21-09-18

4. Duncan basti and 
Nutunbasti area

22-09-18

5. M. P. Road, Murgi Patti, 
Nyamo Lorna road, New 
market, Hongkong market 
and GS road

23-09-18

6. Puranha bazaar to 
Chumukedima

24-09-18 to 
25-09-18

7. D colony, Master colony, SP 
colony, Netaji colony, 
K. Kire colony and 
Nagarjan area

26-09-18 
and 
27-09-18

8. Signal basti and Thahekhu 
village

28-09-18

9. Burma Camp area 29-09-18
10. Forest colony, Midland, 

PWD colony and Nepali 
basti 

30-09-18
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Students pose for a photograph during the Tenyimi freshers day on September 15 in Dimapur.
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Participants and faulty of Kohima Science College, Jotsoma after a programme on the occasion of National Mathematics Day on September 15.   

Representatives of Entrepreneurs Associates, students and teachers of Oriental 
College, Kohima on Monday.  

Members of the Dimapur unit of ANPSA after a meeting. 

Prof. Alongla Aier during her visit to one of the anganwadi centres in Dimapur. 

ANPSA to donate INR 1.5 lakh towards 
Nagaland landslide victims’ relief 

Don Bosco College Kohima emerges 
winner of Convergence Fest 2018 

State’s ambassador of National Nutrition 
Mission meets anganwadi workers

Modern college organises seminar on career guidance

Tenyimi students of DGC observe annual freshers’ meet Kohima police seeks 
information on 
unclaimed corpse 

Kohima Science College observes National Mathematics Day 

Oriental College offers 
entrepreneurship 
programme to students

Ahthibung students invited
to join armed forces 

  Will contribute same amount towards Kerala relief fund 
  Wants uniform academic session in all schools of Nagaland 
Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The Dimapur unit of the All 
Nagaland Private Schools’ 
Association (ANPSA), held 
its general meeting at the 
DBDIL conference hall, 
Don Bosco Higher Second-
ary School on September 
17. 

A statement from the 
association on Monday in-
formed that discussions 
were centred on its forth-
coming silver jubilee in 
November. According to 
Andrew Ahoto, the presi-
dent of ANPSA Dimapur 
unit, ‘ANPSA as a frontal 
organisation of the state 
would be donating INR 
1.5 lakh towards the relief 
of the Nagaland landslide 
victims along with another 
INR 1.5 lakh towards the re-
lief of Kerala flood-affected 
victims.’

“During the discussion 
hour, along with general 
issues of the ANPSA, the 
house also discussed at 
length on the need for all 
schools in Nagaland to have 
a common pattern of aca-
demic session, i.e from April 

to March. This, according 
to the house, would bring 
about uniformity in aca-
demic structure of schools 
in Nagaland with other 
schools across India. 

“This was felt necessary 
as at present schools under 
the state boards (NBSE & 
BESE) carry out two sepa-
rate final examinations, 
one for classes-LKG to IX in 

November-December and 
the other for classes-X to XII 
in February-March which 
leads to undue incon-
veniences for the smooth 
conduct of academic and 
co-curricular programs of 
individual schools while 
also creating pressure on 
the school management, 
teachers, parents and stu-
dents. 

“Boarding schools also 
face the brunt of this as 
they need to cater to the 
requirements of regular 
new session students as well 
as those appearing for the 
board examinations. More-
over, the new batch of stu-
dents from classes-LKG to 
IX join the schools at a time 
when the senior students 
are busy either preparing for 

their board examinations or 
appearing the same thereby 
creating undue disturbance 
in the day-to-day smooth 
functioning of schools espe-
cially those schools which 
act as examination cen-
tres. The seriousness and 
momentum of the board 
examinations are also lost 
in this process,” the state-
ment read. 

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): The Modern Col-
lege Kohima Alumni Association organised 
a daylong seminar on career guidance for 
the degree students on the topics ‘the power 
plant for career success’ and ‘re-discovering 
your career passion.’

The resource persons at the seminar 
were Riku Khutso, Extra Assistant Com-

missioner (probationer); Manikho, As-
sistant professor of the College; Laknyie, 
Advocate; and Mukamchim, Information 
Assistant.

Students were encouraged to choose the 
right career according to their capacity and 
to focus on it with hard work, according to 
a statement from the college on Monday.

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN):  The 
Tenyimi Students’ Union (TSU) 
of Dimapur Government College 
conducted a freshers’ meet and 
social get-together programme on 
September 15 at Land Resource 
Centre, Ruzaphema in Dimapur, a 
press release from TSU informed 
on Monday.

The event is a yearly affair in 
which students from different tribes 
belonging to Tenyimi community 
come together for a social meeting. 
The objective was to foster unity 
and peace within the community.

Sub-Divisional Officer of Public 
Health and Engineering Depart-
ment, Medziphema, Ichirang Ze-
liang attended the event as special 
guest. Addressing the students, he 
said that unity has always been the 
goal for any community. It is unity 
that can drive any community or 
organisation forward and is the crux 
of progress, he added. 

However, Ichirang urged the 
students to not turn unity into 
‘isms’ saying that many college 
students happen to be involved 
in communalism. He asked the 

students to live in unity within the 
community, while at the same time 
respecting the unity of the other 
communities and to live as one 
with them.

Further, he also highlighted 
about sanitation and development. 
He urged the students to be the 
agents in promoting the impor-
tance of sanitation stating that it 
is the most essential part towards 
the development of the society. He 
asked the students to teach people 
by example and said that they are 
the future of the society.

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): Government 
High School and Christian School of 
Ahthibung in collaboration with the 
Assam Rifles organised a lecture and 
counselling session for class X students, 
according to updates on Monday.

During the programme, the stu-
dents were taught about the advan-
tages a career in the Armed Forces. The 
students were also made aware about 

various entries in Armed forces after 
passing 10th, 12th and graduate level 
in different streams.

Interactive session was followed 
where students took part and clari-
fied their doubts from the resource 
persons.  Altogether, 148 students and 
16 teachers from Goverment High 
school and Christian School attended 
the event, it was informed. 

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): The 
Kohima police authorities 
on Monday informed that a 
non-Naga male, found uncon-
scious at the roadside at TCP 
Gate area on September 1, had 
passed away on September 
16 while still under medical 
treatment. 

“In course of treatment at 
NHAK, he revealed his name 
as Aman. However, in spite of 
all possible efforts, no further 
details of the person could be 
established. Subsequently, on 
16/09/2018, the person ex-
pired while still under medical 
treatment. 

“The body of the deceased 
is kept at North Police Station 
morgue for identification. 
Any person, relatives or com-
munity members known to 
the deceased may contact 
North Police Station, Kohima 
for more information,” read a 
statement from the police. 

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The 9th Convergence Fest 
2018 organised by the de-
partment of Business Ad-
ministration, St. Joseph’s 
College, Jakhama was suc-
cessfully held on Sep. 14 and 
15th where seven colleges 
participated. Don Bosco 
College, Kohima was ad-
judged the overall champi-
ons of the fest. 

A press statement from 
the college informed that 
the fest, which was held on 
the theme ‘believe, become’, 
accomplish was graced by 
Lezo Putsure of YouthNet as 
the chief guest. Informing 
that six colleges from Kohi-
ma and one from Dimapur 
participated in the fest, the 
press statement informed 
that all the 11 departments 

of St. Joseph College also 
participated in the different 
events. 

The two-day event was 
mainly organised by the 
final year students of the 
dept. of BBA and financed 
through various sponsors 
from around the state, 
apart from donations by 
well-wishers and alumni 
(2017 batch) as well. Lhouvi 
Mezhur Shekoshe was the 
“silver sponsor” for the Fest; 
apart from that, various 
individuals and organisa-
tions contributed for the 
fest as “bronze sponsors”, it 
informed. 

The fest included vari-
ous events which gave plat-
forms for the students to 
test their talents and refine 
their abilities. The students 

competed in 12 events. Vi-
ravoto and Kevilenuo Mia-
chieo were crowned ‘Mr. 
and Mrs Convergence 2018’ 
respectively. 

Informing that Don 
Bosco College, Kohima 
emerged as  the over-
all champion of the fest, 
the release stated that the 
champions were awarded 
with trophy and citations. A 
special citation for the most 
disciplined college/depart-
ment was awarded to the 
dept. of English, St. Joseph’s 
College, Jakhama.

 The convenor for the 
9th Convergence Fest 
wasKeneisasilie Pienyu 
while Neitholhoukho Kehei 
assisted as the co-convenor, 
the statement from the col-
lege further informed.

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The newly appointed state’s 
ambassador of the Rash-
triya Poshan Abhiyaan (Na-
tional Nutrition Mission) 
Prof. Alongla Aier, visited 
various anganwadi centres 
as part of the mission’s dis-
trict campaign in Dimapur.

A press release from the 
establishment of the Child 
Development Project Of-
ficer (Urban), Dimapur, the 
Ambassador spoke about 
the importance of nutrition 
in the development of a 
healthy child and a healthy 
mother.

“Later on, she had a 
personal interaction with 
the United Women Welfare 
Organisation members and 
parents of young children 
present on the occasion. 
Continuing with the cam-
paign, she visited Dimapur 
Rural Project, where she was 
welcomed by Bonathung 
Ngullie CDPO (Rural) and 
briefed on nutritional activi-
ties being implemented by 
the dept. of Social Welfare,” 
it informed. 

Aier shared Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of a healthy India by 
providing nutrition to every 
household in the coun-

try and interacted with 
the pregnant and lactating 
mothers.   

Longleng’s social workers 
updated on nutrition 
programme 
A programme on Rashtriya 
Poshan Maah was held at 
EBRC in Longleng on Sep-
tember 17 with Dr. Wannau 
Phom, the medical officer at 
District Hospital, Longleng 
as resource person.

According to a DIPR re-
port on Monday, Wannau 
talked on nutrition defi-
ciency diseases of children 
and pregnant mothers. He 
spoke on healthcare of preg-
nant mothers, breast and 
complementary feeding, 
anaemia, hypertension, 
causes of low weight birth, 
and change of physical, 
mental and behaviour of a 
child during adolescence 
and requirement of good 
balance diet during this 
stage. 

Wannau also stressed 
on the importance of im-
parting training to ASHA 
and angawadi workers in 
order to create awareness 
in the community. He also 
spoke on first aid, vaccines 
and MR vaccination for 

children.
“In his keynote address, 

Y Tauhong, CDPO Longleng 
said that National Nutrition 
Mission is a convergence 
programme of the Social 
Welfare and Medical de-
partment and appealed 
for coordination of the an-
gawadi workers and the 
ASHAs at their respective 
places to provide proper nu-
trition and medical facilities 
to children and pregnant 
mothers. 

“He asserted that the 
primary objective of the an-
gawadi workers and ASHAs 
is to disseminate the impor-
tance of nutrition for chil-
dren and pregnant mothers 
back to their community 
for mass awareness. The 
CDPO also spoke on target-
ed groups, goals and objec-
tives of the national nutri-
tion mission. He appealed 
to the angawadi workers 
for proper implementation 
of nutrition supplement 
provided by the department 
and ensure that it reaches 
the targeted group,” the 
report read. 

The programme was at-
tended “angawadi workers 
and helpers and the ASHA” 
under Longleng circle. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 17: National Mathematics Day, 
sponsored by Nagaland Science and Technology 
Council (NASTEC) under National Council for Sci-
ence and Technology Communication (NCSTC), 
was observed at Kohima Science College, Jotsoma 
(KSCJ) on September 15.

The National Mathematics Day 2018 was or-
ganised by the Department of Mathematics, with 
eight institutions from Kohima participating in the 
inter-school competitions, according to a state-
ment from the college.

National Mathematics Day is observed on 
the birth anniversary of famed mathematician 
Srinivasa Ramanujan on Dec. 22 after the date 
was declared as the ‘National Mathematics Day’ 
by former Prime Minister of India, Dr Manmohan 
Singh in 2012. 

However the KSCJ observed the day on Sep. 
15 commemorating the college’s foundation day 
and also keeping in consideration that December 
was vacation period for schools and colleges in 
Nagaland, said head of the department (HOD) 
of Mathematics, Dr. SN Pandey to Eastern Mirror. 

This was the first time the college organised 
‘ National Mathematics Day’ with the aim to 
encourage students to take keen interest in the 
subject. 

“The statement that youngsters are weak in 
mathematics is not correct and which need to be 
removed; and to make this assumption invalid, 
such event should be conducted to make the sub-
ject motivating and it is the responsibility of every 

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): The 
Entrepreneurs Associates in 
partnership with the Orien-
tal College, Kohima launched 
‘School of Life Values and 
Entrepreneurship’ (SOLVE) 
programme at the college on 
Monday.  The initiative seeks 
to enrich the students’ living 
skills and functions, accord-
ing to a press statement issued 
on Monday. “Introducing the 
programme at the college Mr 
Neichute Doulo, CEO Coordina-
tor of Entrepreneurs Associates 
(EA), encouraged the students 
to develop a creative perspec-
tive towards life and be open to 
taking up different career paths 
unlike the popular choices.” He 
encouraged the students to take 
up entrepreneurship and chart 
new paths for themselves.

Michelle Hesso, EA’s Stra-
tegic Planner, encouraged the 
students to think ‘outside the 
box’ and be open to new ideas. 
Urging them to look beyond 
government jobs, she shared 
about the immense opportuni-

ties in the corporate and private 
sector that is to be explored and 
taken advantage of.

Ngaore Rume, an alumni 
of the college and the Chief 
Financial Officer of EA, spoke 
about the need to start small 
and grab any opportunity that 
comes their way. 

Gopal Chetri, the vice prin-
cipal of the college, said the col-
lege had for long wanted to start 
something of this sort which has 
now come to fruition. He hoped 
that the programme would 
prove to be a transformative 
experience for the students and 
enable them to have a winning 
edge in life.

“In a bid to help students 
and young people achieve 
success and effectively con-
tribute towards society, EA is 
currently reaching out to stu-
dents through this programme. 
SOLVE is currently running at 
Chandmari Higher Secondary 
School where 40 students are 
part of the programme to en-
hance their lives,” it informed. 

Winners in the various events were:
Quiz 
First - Vineivonuo Khawakhrie and Vikuokhono Lhousa of Mezhür HSS
Second  -  M Chumbeno Humtsoe and I Hongmao of Model HSS
Third (3-way tie) - Megokieno Rürhie and Mayank Mishra of Modern College
 - Seleno Rhetso and Shilpa Ghosh of Little Flower HSS
 - Isaac Nangba and Wisiolin Rüzhükhrie GHSS
Project 
First  -  Tonpha Luklem and Nongoto Lcho of Model HSS
Second  -  Jentirenla Pongen and Zayievono Vitsu of Little Flower HSS
Third  -  Monglir Tsudir and Sungam Shreshtha of Rüzhükhrie GHSS
Mathematics teaching competition
First  -  Vetsuno Lohe of CD King HSS 
Second  -  Kithetoli Yepthomi of Little Flower HSS
Third  - Azenuo Rüpre-o of Model HSS

individual to put in effort for the 
challenges”, asserted Pandey.    

The participating schools 
were CD King Higher Secondary 
School, Baptist High, Mezhür 
HSS, Model HSS, Rüzhükhrie 
GHSS, Modern College, Little 
Flower HSS, and Mount Sinai 
HSS. The event was inaugurated 
by vice principal of KSCJ, Tokheni 
Sema. 

Competitions were held in 
three categories: quiz competi-
tion, project competition and 
mathematics teaching competi-
tion. 
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84 stranded people, including 
tourists, airlifted in Sikkim

IPR minister calls for 
balance in news reports 

Assam Secretariat, Assembly 
zone declared ‘protected area’

Bullet-riddled body 
of Lance Naik found

Mizoram Governor accepts Home 
Minister Lalzirliana’s resignation

3 Bangladeshis arrested in Assam Political career not over yet - 
Lapang after quitting Congress

Action taken against four policemen in Mnp. lynching case

Gangtok, Sep. 17 (PTI): 
Over 80 people, includ-
ing tourists, who were 
stranded in North Sikkim 
due to incessant rains and 
landslides, were airlifted by 
the armed forces Monday, 
district administration of-
ficials said.

A total of 84 people, 
including tourists and 
locals, were airlifted by 
helicopters. Forty two 
people were flown from 
Chungtang to Gangtok, 
22 from Chungthang to 
Bagdogra, 11 from Man-
gan to Gangtok, two from 
Chaten to Gangtok and 
seven people from Mangan 
to Chungthang, they said.

Five helicopters did the 
sorties from 6.30 am to 
airlift the stranded peo-
ple and the whole opera-
tion was carried out by the 

PTI

A Hindu priest performs rituals in front of weapons belonging to Tripura State Rifles during the Vishwakarma 
Puja, a festival of the Hindu deity of architecture and machinery in Agartala on Monday, Sep. 17. 

Stranded tourists airlifted after rain halts in north Sikkim.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1941SUD0KU 1781
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. A way to gain
 5. __ Romeo, car
 9. Mammilla
 12. Supernatural force
 13. Enclose
 14. Individual Retirement Account
 15. Plant part
 16. Wyatt ___, OK Corral
 17. Chest muscle (slang)
 18. Miles Per Hour
 20. Most profound
 22. Static balance between opposing 

forces
 25. Thick bituminous liquid
 26. Feline
 27. Divides
 32. Ends a prayer
 34. Kind of lettuce
 35. Spanish for “Hand”
 36. Violate sacredness
 39. Nickname for a spouse
 40. Stinging insect
 41. Without much difficulty
 43. Give off
 47. A way to create from raw material
 48. Noah’s boat
 49. Neither front nor back
 51. Having a slanted or oblique 

direction
 54. A nucleic acid shaped like a double 

helix
 55. At all times
 56. Den
 57. Spanish for “Saint”
 58. Body fluids
 59. Prefix indicating “Within” 
 
 DOWN
 1. Returned Material Authorization
 2. Auricle
 3. Invigorates
 4. Antennae
 5. One of four cards in a deck having a 

single spot

 6. Stow
 7. Small preliminary experience 

of something
 8. Be issued or published, or 

arrive
 9. Cylinder
 10. God of war (Greek 

mythology) 
 11. Treaty or agreement
 19. Third male person singular 

possessive
 21. Baby carriage

 22. Cigarfish
 23. Docile
 24. Closelipped
 28. Kentucky bluegrass
 29. Pertaining to a certain 

Pacific island nation
 30. Tautomeric compound
 31. Japanese entertainment 

firm 
 33. The compass point that 

is one point north of 
northeast

 37. Ends or stops
 38. Devour
 42. Dark brownish black
 43. James ___, American steam 

engineer
 44. Messenger Ribonucleic  Acid
 45. A language of the Niger-

Congo family
46. German river
50. Historical period
52. Assist
53. No seats available
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Ritual 

112 Mountain Brigade of 
the Indian Army posted 
in North Sikkim and the 
Indian Air Force.

On Sunday, over 100 

tourists, including a preg-
nant woman, stranded in 
North Sikkim due to inces-
sant rains and landslides, 
were evacuated by the 

armed forces.
The relief and restora-

tion work has started in a 
war footing in North Sikkim 
district as the rains had 

stopped, they said 
The Energy and Power 

department has finished 
the task of restoration of 
the damaged electricity 
connections in the district, 
they said. The water supply 
to most parts of the district 
headquarters town of Man-
gan has been restored by 
the PHED Monday.

The Quick Response 
Team and the Forest de-
partment has cleared all the 
blocked roads in Mangan 
town and other areas, along 
the North Sikkim highway.

MLA of Lachen-Man-
gan, T W Lepcha, MLA of 
Dzongu, Sonam Gyatso 
Lepcha and Rajya Sabha 
MP, Hissey Lachungpa are 
touring the various affected 
places in the district with 
the officials to assess the 
damages, they added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
Media being a mediator 
should balance the news 
report before publishing 
it, said the minister for In-
formation and Public Rela-
tions, Thongam Biswajit. 

The minister said me-
dia fraternity should play 
an important role by abid-
ing to its ethics in a demo-
cratic state as the essence 
of democracy lies in the 
effectiveness of media.

Biswajit was addressing 
the 45th foundation day of 
the All Manipur Working 
Journalists Union (AMW-
JU) as the chief guest on 
Sunday at the Manipur 
Press Club in Imphal.

“Observing founda-

tion day is significant as it 
enables the organisation to 
reflect its past activities and 
at the same time explore 
new challenges further,” he 
maintained.

Minister also informed 
that keeping in mind the 
welfare of the journalist, the 
present government has 
deposited INR 10 crore in 
corpus fund. 

He also mentioned that 
the first financial assist-
ance was given to three 
journalists by the IPR de-
partment under the Ma-
nipur State Journalists Wel-
fare Scheme.

Minister for Consumer, 
Affairs and Public Distribu-
tion, Karam Shyam who 
also attended the event, 

said that in today’s highly 
globalised world, informa-
tion-related works of any 
local or national papers 
have become a part of edu-
cation imparting knowl-
edge to the public. 

Highlighting the role of 
journalists in creating har-
mony and integration and 
at the same time, commu-
nal conflicts amongst the 
various ethnic groups, he 
said that journalists should 
be extra cautious in their 
activities by following the 
press code of ethics.

On the occasion, senior 
journalists, members of 
the Editors Guild Manipur, 
former presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of the union 
were felicitated.

Guwahati, Sep. 17 (PTI): The region around 
Assam Secretariat and Assembly has been 
declared ‘Protected Area’ by the Kamrup 
Metropolitan district Guwahati adminis-
tration with effect from September 18.

Virendra Mittal, district magistrate, 
Kamrup Metropolitan Guwahati, issued 
the order to regulate the entry of unauthor-
ised persons.

“The special precautions were to regu-
late the entry of unauthorised persons into 
the area, except the bonafide residents and 
public servants of the secretariat and other 
offices attached thereto with or without 

ammunition, explosives, substances and 
weapons of any nature, either in vehicles 
or any means of transport or otherwise”, 
Mittal said in his order.

The scheduled area covered by the 
order are southern side of G S Road start-
ing from Ganeshguri Flyover up to Super 
Market Police point onward to Last Gate 
and R P Road up to the entry point to As-
sembly, besides from Ganesh Mandir up to 
Ganeshguri chariali.

Violation of the order by any person is 
punishable. The order will remain in force 
until further orders.

Guwahati, Sep. 17 (PTI): 
A bullet-riddled body of a 
Lance Naik of Assam Police, 
who was posted at the chief 
minister’s official residence 
here, was found in his bar-
rack Sunday, a senior police 
official said.

It was not immediately 
known whether it was a 
case of suicide or acciden-
tal firing from the AK-47 
rifle issued to the Lance 
Naik, identified as Suk-
leswar Kathar (40), Guwa-
hati Police Commissioner 
Pradip Saloi told reporters.

The incident took place 
around 8 pm Sunday when 
the Lance Naik was alone at 
his barrack at the chief min-

ister’s official residence. His 
duty had ended at 2 pm.

After hearing gun-
shots, security personnel 
deployed at the chief min-
ister’s residence rushed 
to the barrack to find the 
Lance Naik lying in a pool 
of blood with bullet injuries 
on his stomach, Saloi said.

Five empty cartridges 
were found beside his AK-
47 rifle.

The cause of Kathar’s 
death will be known only 
after an inquiry is conduct-
ed by the Director General 
of Police, Dr Kula Saikia, as 
ordered by Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, the 
police commissioner said.

Aizawl, Sep. 17 (PTI): Mizoram Governor 
Kummanam Rajasekharan Monday ac-
cepted the resignation of state Home Min-
ister R Lalzirliana. 

Lazirliana, who is also the state Con-
gress unit vice president, was earlier ex-
pelled from the primary membership of 
the party. Lalzirliana, a member of the Lal 
Thanhawla-led ministry, held the portfo-
lios of home, rural development, power, 
excise and narcotics.

He had submitted his resignation from 
the council of ministers on Friday after he 
was served a show cause notice by the par-
ty’s Disciplinary Action Committee (DAC).

Chief Minister Lal Thanhawla had ear-
lier referred Lalzirliana’s resignation letter 
to the Governor. 

According to a notification issued by 
Mizoram Chief Secretary Arvind Ray, the 
governor accepted the resignation on the 
advice of the chief minister.

The decision to expel Lalzirliana was 
taken at an emergency meeting jointly 
held by the Political Affairs Committee 
(PAC) and DAC on Sunday at the official 
residence of Thanhawla, who is also the 
state party unit chief.

The expulsion order was issued by C 
Lalpianthanga, chairman of the DAC, who 
said Lalzirliana had refused to explain his 
actions even after being showcaused.

The show cause notice was served to 
Lalzirliana on Tuesday last giving him time 
till 3 pm on Friday to explain his alleged ties 
with the opposition Mizo National Front 
(MNF) party.

He has, however, given the reason for 
his resignation as failure to create a sepa-
rate Saitual district comprising areas in 
the eastern part of Aizawl, including Tawi 
assembly constituency, his home turf, 
during the last ten years of Congress rule 
in the state. 

Guwahati, Sep. 17 (IANS): Three Bangladeshi nationals 
have been arrested in Assam’s Hailakandi district for violat-
ing the Indian Passport Act, 1967, police said on Monday.

Hailakandi Superintendent of Police Mohneesh 
Mishra said the Bangladeshis had valid passports with 
tourist visa but violated the Passport Act by carrying out 
trade and business activities.

“They came on a tourist visa but indulged in business 
activities,” said Mishra. Mohammed Hafiz Molla, Ayar Ali 
and Mohammed Bablu Molla from Bhulbari village of 
Gopalganj district in Bangladesh were arrested on Sunday.

Nongpoh (Meghalaya), 
Sep. 17 (PTI): Five-time 
former Meghalaya Chief 
Minister D D Lapang, who 
resigned from the Congress 
last week, said his political 
career was not over yet.

He, however, did not 
talk about his next move 
and said he would continue 
to serve the people.

Lapang had made the 
announcement to quit 
the Congress at his resi-
dence here, where he was 
received by hundreds of 
his followers and friends, 
shortly after he arrived 
from Delhi where he went 
to hand over his resignation 
letter to party chief Rahul 
Gandhi. 

“They (new leaders at 
the helm of power in the 
Congress) asked me to stop. 
I came out of the party,” the 

former Meghalaya chief 
minister told media per-
sons here on Monday.

“What kind of leader-
ship asks us (elderly) to 
stop? I am against such a 
policy and I will keep work-
ing,” he said.

He has refused to with-
draw his resignation from 
the party. Lapang, an MLA 
since 1972 representing 
Nongpoh constituency in 
Ri-Bhoi district, held the 
Congress president respon-
sible for his quitting the 
party and not contesting 
the last assembly elections.

“I did not fight the last 
election because I saw 
that the mind of the AICC 
leaders was against elderly 
people with grey hair,” he 
said.

Slamming sidelining 
of elderly leaders from 

the party, Lapang said, “If 
we, senior leaders cannot 
serve, the AICC has forgot-
ten that politicians do not 
retire”.  Lapang, the longest 
serving Congress legisla-
tor representing Nongpoh 
constituency in Ri-Bhoi 
district, did not contest the 
assembly polls in February 
last, a decision he made in 
protest against Rahul sack-
ing him from the Congress 
state president post.

He was replaced by Cel-
estine Lyngdoh as state 
Congress president in De-
cember last year, ahead of 
the state polls. Meanwhile, 
the ruling National Peo-
ples’ Party (NPP) and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
have aired their strong re-
sentment to the move of 
the Congress to oust older 
leaders like Lapang.

Imphal, Sep. 17 (PTI): Three 
days after a 26-year-old man 
was lynched in Imphal West 
district on suspicion of be-
ing a vehicle lifter, police 
have suspended a sub-in-
spector and terminated the 
services of three other of-
ficers.

The purported video of 
the incident, which went vi-
ral on social media, showed 
that the four police per-
sonnel were “present at the 
spot when the victim was 

alive and lying unattended”, 
Imphal West SP Jogeshwar 
Haobijam told PTI.

Farooque Khan, a resi-
dent of Thoubal district, 
was lynched by an irate mob 
early Thursday at Tharoijam 
area in West Imphal on sus-
picion that he had stolen a 
two-wheeler.

Two others with Khan, 
who managed to escape, 
have not been identified 
so far.

Local people set afire a 

car believed to have been 
used by the “two associates” 
of Ahmed.

“One sub-inspector 
has been suspended while 
three personnel of Village 
Defence Forces were ter-
minated Sunday as one of 
the several videos of the in-
cident circulating on social 
media showed that the four 
personnel were present at 
the spot when Khan was ly-
ing unattended,” Haobijam 
said.

The episode has trig-
gered sharp condemna-
tions and sit-in protests by 
various social activists in the 
area. The Manipur Human 
Rights Commission took 
up the case suo motu and 
directed the state director 
general of police to probe 
the matter and submit a 
report by September 22.

Five people, including a 
havildar attached to the In-
dia Reserve Battalion (IRB), 
have been arrested in con-

nection with the incident 
so far.

Several purported vid-
eos of a bleeding Khan were 
found doing the rounds on 
social media, prompting 
the Cyber Crime Unit to also 
take action against those 
who uploaded the clips, the 
SP said.

“We are still investigat-
ing into the incident. Stern 
action will be taken against 
everyone involved in the 
case,” he added. 
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Sensex sinks 505 pts as rupee woes, 
global trade tiff haunt investors
Mumbai, Sep. 17 (PTI): 
The BSE benchmark 
Sensex Monday crashed 
over 505 points to slip be-
low the 38,000-level, snap-
ping its two sessions of 
gains, as rupee woes and 
global trade war worries 
spooked investors despite 
the government announc-
ing measures to stem a 
steep fall in the domestic 
currency.

The broader Nifty too 
nosedived over 137 points 
to end below the 11,400-
mark.

Financials, led by 
HDFC twins HDFC Ltd 
and HDFC Bank, emerged 
as the biggest draggers of 
the session, pulling down 
the key indices from their 
key levels.

Subdued Asian and 
European markets due to 
escalating trade war be-
tween the US and China 
mainly led to a caution on 
domestic bourses.

The government Fri-
day announced an array 
of steps, including re-
moval of withholding tax 
on Masala bonds, relaxa-
tion for FPIs and curbs on 
non-essential imports to 
contain the widening CAD 
and check the rupee fall.  
The Indian currency once 
again breached the 72-
mark to hit a low of 72.69 
(intra-day) against the US 
dollar.

“The news of possibil-
ity of further escalation 
of trade war between the 
US and China didn’t go 
well with the markets. 
Also, weakness in rupee 
further dented the senti-
ment. Mostly sectoral in-
dices traded in line with 
the benchmark index and 
closed lower. Markets are 
currently dancing to the 
global tunes and we do 
not see this changing any 
time soon...” an analyst 
commented.

The BSE 30-share 
barometer, after a lower 

start at 38,027.81, quickly 
cracked the 38,000-mark 
to hit a low of 37,548.93 on 
across-the-board selling 
in recent gainers and fi-
nally settled 505.13 points, 
or 1.33 per cent, down at 
37,585.51.

The market capitalisa-
tion (m-cap) of BSE-listed 
companies dropped Mon-
day by Rs over 1,14,676 
crore.

The gauge had gained 
677.51 points in the previ-
ous two sessions.

The NSE Nifty hit a 
low of 11,366.90 and fi-
nally ended 137.45 points, 
or 1.19 per cent, down at 
11,377.75. 

Meanwhile, on a net 
basis, foreign portfolio 
investors (FPIs) bought 
shares worth Rs 1,090.56 
crore, while domestic in-
stitutional investors (DIIs) 
made purchases to the 
tune of Rs 115.14 crore on 
Friday, provisional data 
showed.

In the banking space, 
prominent losers were 
HDFC Bank 1.81 per 
cent, SBI 1.65 per cent, 
Axis Bank 1.60 per cent, 
Yes Bank 1.39 per cent, 
ICICI Bank 0.82 per cent 
and Kotak Bank 0.61 per 

Co-founder of Salesforce buys Time 
magazine for USD 190 million

Adani Capital to raise INR 1,000 cr. 
in growth capital in FY19

Washington, Sep. 17 (PTI/
AP): Time Magazine is be-
ing sold by Meredith Corp 
to Marc Benioff, a co-
founder of Salesforce, and 
his wife, it was announced 
Sunday.

Meredith announced 
that it was selling Time 
magazine for USD 190 
million in cash to Benioff, 
one of four co-founders of 
Salesforce, a cloud com-
puting pioneer.

Meredith had com-
pleted the purchase of 
Time along with other 
publications of Time Inc 
earlier this year.

The Benioffs are pur-
chasing Time personally, 
and the transaction is un-
related to Salesforce.com, 
where Benioff is chair-

man and co-CEO and co-
founder. 

The announcement 
by Meredith said that the 
Benioffs would not be in-
volved in the day-to-day 
operations or journalistic 
decisions at Time. 

Those decisions will 
continue to be made by 
Time’s current executive 
leadership team, the an-
nouncement said.

“We’re pleased to have 
found such passionate 
buyers in Marc and Lynne 
Benioff for the Time 
brand,” Meredith presi-
dent and CEO Tom Harty 
said in a statement. 

“For over 90 years, 
Time has been at the fore-
front of the most signifi-
cant events and impactful 

stories that shape our glo-
bal conversation.” 

Meredith, the publish-
er of such magazines as 
People and Better Homes 
& Gardens, had put four 
Time Inc publications up 
for sale in March. 

Negotiations for the 
sale of the three other 
publications Fortune, 
Money and Sports Illus-
trated are continuing.

The prospective sale is 
expected to close within 
30 days. 

In an interview with 
The Wall Street Journal, 
Benioff said he and his 
wife were investing “in a 
company with tremen-
dous impact on the world, 
one that is also an incred-
ibly strong business. 

Mumbai, Sep. 17 (PTI): Adani Capi-
tal, the financial services arm of di-
versified Adani group, is planning to 
raise around Rs 1,000 crore in debt, 
mostly in bank loans, this financial 
year to fund growth.

The company began operations 
as an NBFC in April 2017 with a fo-
cus on MSME and corporate finance. 
The MSME finance mainly includes 
business loans, farm sector finance, 

commercial vehicle loans and sup-
ply chain finance, while in corporate 
finance, it mainly operates in infra-
structure real estate and corporate 
loans.

“We will be borrowing Rs 600 
crore in term loans from the banks 
over the course of the year. Another 
Rs 200 crore is planned in short-term 
working capital and Rs 150 crore will 
be raised through commercial pa-

pers, taking the overall fund raising 
to around Rs 1,000 crore this fiscal 
year,” Gaurav Gupta, chief executive, 
Adani Capital, told PTI Monday.

The proposed long-term bank fa-
cilities have been assigned AA- rating 
from Crisil, he said, adding the latest 
Crisil rating adds to the existing A1+ 
rating for Adani Capital’s short-term 
bank facilities and debt instruments 
worth Rs 200 crore.

Centre inaugurates 3000 plus...
‘Now it has become computer based instead of pen 

and paper mode. The new exam pattern is more trans-
parent, leak proof, scientific, student friendly and fast.’

To provide facility for practice for the changed pat-
tern, the National Testing Agency (NTA) has established 
test practice centres across the country. The NTA has 
also launched a practice App through which students 
can practice on their computers or on smart phones. 
‘This is the real revolution in the field of competitive ex-
aminations,’ the minister explained.

The minister also informed students that they can 
now access IIT PAL (‘professor assisted learning’) video 
lectures on the Swayam platform for preparation of JEE. 

The secretary for Higher Education R. Subrahman-
yam and DG of the NTA Vineet Joshi were also present 
during the video conference, the updates said.

It was to bring efficiency, transparency and qualita-
tive difference in competitive examination process for 
higher education that the ministry of Human Resource 
Development set up the NTA, a premier testing organi-

zation, to conduct entrance tests for higher educational 
Institutions. The NTA has been mandated to conduct 
JEE (main), NEET (UG), and UGC-NET, CMAT and 
GPAT examinations.

Through SMS, students are informed about the al-
lotted TPC, a day before the date of practice. In the al-
lotted TPC, they can practice and experience the actual 
method of taking a CBT. Computer-based mock tests 
are provided to the candidates of JEE (main) and UGC-
NET. That way, they can familiarize themselves with the 
logging process; going through detailed instructions 
concerning tests; using the mouse to attempt answers 
at each question; navigating through questions; review-
ing and editing options and submitting questions as 
they would be required to do in actual tests.

Any student can use the facilities in the TPC for free. 
For registration, students across the country can regis-
ter online through the NTA’s website www.nta.ac.in or 
by using the NTA student App available on Google Play 
Store.

Cop murder: main...
Gov. seeks ‘highest degree’ penalty for killers 

The governor of Nagaland has called the recent 
alleged killing of a Nagaland police officer, Nei-
phretuo Metseio, a crime deserving of the ‘highest 
degree of punishment.’ Raj Bhavan issued a condo-
lence message from PB Acharya on Monday.

“Governor Acharya stated that such crime is 
intolerable and deserves the highest degree of 
punishment,” the message read. ‘PB Acharya has 
strongly condemned the murder of Neiphretuo 
Metseio and has expressed shock and grief over 
the heinous incident. He described late Neiphretuo 
Metseio as a sincere police officer who dedicated 
his life to the security and welfare of the people of 
the state. We are proud of him.’ 

The governor condoled with the demise of the 
police officer by stating to be praying that the Al-
mighty would grant solace to the members of the 
bereaved family.  

Also, Acharya expressed appreciation to the law 
enformcent for arresting the main suspect, stated 
to have been arrested from Guwahati railway sta-
tion.  

“He said that befitting punishment must be 
awarded to the perpetrators as per the law,” the 
message read.  
Sequence of events surrounding the arrest

The Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Assam 
Police arrested Yuiriengam Shimray (24), the main 
accused for the murder of police officer Neiphre-
tou Metsei-o, on Sunday evening on a tip-off from 
Dimapur police that the suspect was travelling in 
Dibrugarh-Rangiya Express.

Yuiriengam was wanted for the murder of Nei-
phretuo Metsie-o, who went missing on September 
7 before his dead body was found in a decomposed 
state between Zapami and Lasumi villages on Sep-

tember 15. His female accomplice, Ringthingchon 
(21), was detained earlier by the Ukhrul police be-
fore being handed over to the Nagaland police. 

A statement from the Chief Public Relations Of-
ficer of N. F. Railway, Maligaon, said that Dimapur 
DCP alerted the RPF at around 5 pm on Septem-
ber 16 that the murder suspect of police officer was 
moving in train bearing number 15928 (Dibrugarh-
Rangiya Express) towards Guwahati and his where-
abouts was “confirmed by continuously monitoring 
his mobile location as well as the train position.” 

Initiating the plot to nab the murder suspect, 
the divisional security commissioner of the RPF 
and Sr. divisional operating officer of Lumding “ar-
ranged to regulate the train for about 15 minutes 
in the yard before reaching Guwahati station with 
the approval of the Divisional Railway Manager of 
Lumding Division” as it would be difficult to corner 
the accused once the train reached Guwahati due 
to the presence of huge crowd.    

 “Accordingly, a team under Inspector RPF, New 
Guwahati, was moved to the yard and intense 
checking of the train from both sides was done 
with having observers on both sides at 18.00hrs,” 
said the statement. It said the suspect jumped out 
of the train and moved into the adjacent Colony 
on sensing the armed personnel’s move but he had 
nowhere to go when chased by the “observers and 
other staff.” So, he moved into a building.

 “Immediately, the building was cordoned from 
all sides.  Since it was a civil area, local police were 
called and after sometime, seeing no way to escape 
from the spot the suspect came down from the 
building and he was taken into custody. Nagaland 
Police were accordingly intimated. The suspect 
would be legally handed over to Nagaland Police 
on their arrival,” said the statement.
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cent.
Higher crude oil pric-

es in global markets too 
weighed on the senti-
ments here. International 
benchmark Brent rose 
0.65 per cent to quote at 
USD 78.60 a barrel, while 
WTI crude was up 0.71 per 
cent at USD 69.48 a barrel.

Investor sentiment 

also hurt on reports that 
global financial services 
company Goldman Sachs 
said India’s world-beating 
stock market run is over. 

Among the Sensex 
pack, Sun Pharma was the 
biggest loser, tumbling by 
2.85 per cent, followed by 
HDFC Ltd 2.47 per cent.

Other laggards in-
cluded Tata Motors 2.35 
per cent, RIL 2.12 per cent, 
Asian Paints 1.93 per cent, 
Hero MotoCorp 1.72 per 
cent, ITC 1.65 per cent, 
HUL 1.60 per cent, Infosys 
1.18 per cent, Maruti Su-
zuki 1.15 per cent, NTPC 
1.14 per cent, L&T 1.08 per 
cent, Bajaj Auto 0.94 per 
cent, Coal India 0.83 per 
cent, ONGC 0.67 per cent, 
Vedanta 0.36 per cent, 
M&M 0.35 per cent, Bharti 
Airtel 0.33 per cent and 
Wipro 0.30 per cent.

In contrast, PowerGrid 
stock was the top gainer 
in the Sensex kitty, surging 
0.70 per cent, followed by 
TCS 0.40 per cent, Adani 
Ports 0.37 per cent and 
Tata Steel 0.05 per cent.

Centre proposes merger of Dena 
Bank, Vijaya Bank, Bank of Baroda
New Delhi, Sep. 17 (IANS): 
The government on Mon-
day proposed the merger 
of three state-run banks 
- Dena Bank, Vijaya Bank 
and the Bank of Baroda 
- into an amalgamated 
entity and has directed 
their respective boards to 
consider the proposal, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jait-
ley announced. This is the 
second such exercise in the 
last 18 months

“The Alternative Mech-
anism made the decision 
today and it has been pro-
posed to the individual 
bank boards to take a de-
cision. Boards would meet 
and after consultation take 
appropriate action,” Jaitley 
said.

“This will hopefully 
create another mega bank 
which will be sustainable. 
The amalgamated entity 

would increase banking 
operations and its ability 
to go for further consolida-
tion.” 

In the previous such 
mega merger, five associ-
ate banks and the Bharati-
ya Mahila Bank became 
part of the state-run State 
Bank of India on April 1, 
2017, making the country’s 
largest lender among the 
world’s top 50 banks.

Besides the Finance 
Minister, the Alternative 
Mechanism includes De-
fence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and Railway 
Minister Piyush Goyal.

Noting that one of the 
banks proposed in this 
merger was under the 
Reserve Bank of India’s 
Prompt Corrective Action 
(PCA) framework on ac-
count of its massive accu-
mulated non-performing 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 17th Sept 18
NOTICE

NO.M-417/18/5133-34  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Baholi Wotsa -Vrs- Andrew Aheto Sema resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 17.10.2018.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Baholi Wotsa
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 175
Dag No: 57, Area: 00-03-07
North: Merangnoktsung Ao, South: Road
East: Sarabjit Singh Pameswar, West: RoadSd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5991

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE 
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C No.142/18
NOTICE

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER 
CLAIMANT(S) FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER 
PART-I OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under succession Act 1925 for grant of Succession 
Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late Ropfusilie Kuotsu 
has been applied by Shri/Smti Ruuzeno W/o Lt Ropfusilie Kuotsu 
R/O H.No.378, Ward No.B. Chumukedima Dimapur Nagaland for 
possession of:
	 (1)	Pension	benefits
 (2) SBI A/c
 (3) LIC Policy
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the administration 
of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased may if she/he so desire 
appear in this court on or before the said day of 22nd Oct, 2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court on this the 17th Sept, 2018.
D-5992

AFFIDAVIT
Regd. No.676/18     Dated: 17.09.2018

I, Shri Vimal Kumar Sharma S/o 
Moolchand Sharma. Assam Rifle in 
the Post of Haweldar No.5023318Y 
Address Chakhesang Colony Dimapur 
Town Nagaland (Old Address) change 
to My New Address to Thedi Village 
under Thedi Post Office of the Ramgarh 
Sethan Tehsil under the Police Station 
of Ramgarh Sethan in the district of 
Sikar at the State of Rajasthan with 
Pin Code No.331024 all the references, 
transaction and communication 
shall be always referred to My New 
Address.

DEPONENT   D-5993 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI              Dated Kohima, the 12th Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. KEWEKHAPE D/o LT. ZUNEI-Ü, Pensioner resident 
Tsiepfutsiepfhe Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late mother- Pension P.O. No.NL/SF/1377 of Treasury, Kohima 
(North). Bank A/C No.10530636301 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired 
on 26.08.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2814

Through this column we, the Sogotsumia 
Thinuo Krotho, Chiechama would like to 
express our sincere and profound gratitude to all 
those who stood by us and helped us physically, 
materially, financially, morally and spiritually, 
upholding us from the time of missing of our 
esteemed member Lt. Neiphretuo Metsieo (ABI 
'C' Coy 5th NAP Battalion Pfutsero), on 7th Sept. 
2018 till the recovery of his dead body on 15th 
Sept. 2018.

 We convey our special thanks to all those who 
has rendered their selfless service in recovering 
his body in spite of the many untold hardships 
faced by them. We would also like to convey our 
special thanks to 

1. Chiechama Village Council. 
2. Chiechama village Youth and Sports 
    Organization. 
3. Chiechamiapfü Mechü Krotho. 
4. Chiechama Students Union.
5. Chiecha Ramia Dzevi Krotho, Kohima. 
6. Rio Thinuo Chiechama. 
7. Rüpreo Thinuo Chiechama. 
8. Metha Thinuo Chiechama. 
9. Zumvü Thinuo Chiechama. 
10. In- laws. 
We deeply regret our inability to thank each 

and everyone individually but pray that Almighty 
God bless you all abundantly.

Acknowledgement

SOGOTSUMIA THINUO KROTHO,
CHIECHAMA
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Ban on formalin-treated fish to continue 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 17: In a huge set-
back for fish suppliers from south 
India, Nagaland will continue with 
its ban on fish and fish products 
treated with the chemical formalin. 

Nagaland’s Food Safety Com-
missioner Himato Zhimomi has 
announced that the ban on the sale 
of fish treated with formalin will 
continue in the state.

Sale of fresh fish and fish prod-
ucts including crustaceans treated 
with formalin, which is a highly 
toxic chemical and injurious to 
health, was banned in Nagaland 
on June 22 this year for a period of 

three months. The period of ban 
will expire in a few days but Himato 
Zhimomi has announced in a tweet 
that it would continue.

“Ban on fresh fish laced with 
formalin will continue,” Himato 
tweeted along with a snapshot 
of the department of Health and 
Family Welfare’s notification stat-
ing the reason for the decision.

“In exercise of the power con-
ferred under clause (a) of Sub-Sec-
tion (2) of Section 30 of the Food 
safety and Standards Act 2006, the 
undersigned hereby prohibits stor-
age, distribution or sale of fresh fish 
products including crustaceans 

treated with formalin or other 
forms of preservatives in the state 
of Nagaland for another further 
period of 3 (three) months, with 
effect from September 23, 2018 or 
till corrective measures are taken,” 
the notification read. 

Failing to comply with the 
ban is an offence and will attract 
penalty up to INR 10 lakh with 
imprisonment under section 59 
of the FSSA, 2006, the notification 
added.

The designated officers and 
food safety officers of the districts 
have been directed to strengthen 
surveillance in their jurisdictions.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley speaks during a press conference, in 
New Delhi, Monday,17.

PTI

assets (NPAs), or bad loans, 
Jaitley said: “The consoli-
dated entity’s capacity to 
absordb a weaker bank 
guided our decision to 
propose this merger to the 
boards.”

“No employee would 
face adverse service condi-

tions due to the merger,” he 
added. 

According to Finance 
Ministry officials here, the 
proposed merger would 
lead to the creation of 
the country’s third largest 
banking entity in the coun-
try.
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Real and Emotional Threats

The Indian rupee has been constantly falling in 
value against the US dollar since June in the 
current year. By mid-August it crossed the 70 

mark one day but through the intervention of the RBI, 
it ensured that it closed below 70 for that day. How-
ever on August 16, it closed at 70.16, the first time in 
history to close below 70. Some of the reasons that are 
threatening the currency of not only India but all the 
developing countries are these: An uncertainty loom-
ing large due to tensions building up between big 
economies-China and the US, the build up tension in 
the Middle East, the latest sanctions against Russia, 
and rise in the crude oil prices. 

A lower rupee should actually increase exports 
from the country. The Chinese are known to inter-
vene in the market by buying more dollars to keep its 
currency low. One benefit of such a move is that its ex-
port business is not affected by fluctuations in its cur-
rency against the dollar.  Therefore, if only the NDA 
government’s flagship programme Make in India, 
which was launched soon after the coalition came to 
power, is successful then now is the best time to sell 
abroad. The next few months should see India with a 
huge rise in export receipts.

The other factor leading to the fall of the rupee is 
due to the rise in the global crude oil prices. There has 
been a steady rise of crude oil prices as speculations 
started since the US decided to back out of the Iran 
nuclear deal in May. With more sanction from the US, 
production of crude oil in Iran will be affected.

Moreover, the political instability in Venezuela, a 
major oil exporter, continues. There is also renewed 
tension between Iran and Saudi Arabia that might 
lead to armed conflicts. All these factors have led to 
the rise in the price of crude oil. India is one of the 
largest crude oil importing countries in the world. 
Hardly 25% of its crude oil demand is produced do-
mestically; the rest of the demand is met through im-
ports. Even a dollar increase in the price of crude oil 
therefore has a huge effect on the import bill of the 
country with a cascading negative effect on the rupee 
in the Forex. Economic survey 2017-18 estimated that 
an increase of USD 10 per barrel of crude oil has an 
inverse effect of 0.2-0.3% in the GDP of the country. 
The Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) has 
estimated that in the current financial year (2018-19) 
the total import of crude oil will increase by 24%. 

The government of India on the other hand is un-
able to cut the duties and excise rate because most of 
the government programmes are funded by it. With 
the country’s general elections due in another 7-8 
months it is expected that the Finance minister will 
utilise the accumulated duties and excise on fuel to 
launch some big government programmes.  The Fi-
nance minster has no choice but to lower the price of 
fuel gradually in the last 5-6 months prior to elections, 
even if it means cutting the duties—to woo the mid-
dle class. Theoretically, the rise in the price of fuels 
and the fall of rupee are on expected lines due to glo-
bal factors—it is beyond the control of the managers 
in the country. However, the many expert opinions 
from the political circles especially the opposition 
shall only increase. It is also the duty of the govern-
ment to intervene and put a plug at a certain point of 
time. Although in India petrol and diesel were never 
considered essential commodities, with the rise of 
the middle class it is affecting the middle class dearly 
and they will vote only based on their emotions. 

DAILY
PATH

T
he Byzantine and Ro-
man sites of Ebla and 
Idlib, in northwest 
Syria, may well be re-
duced to dust if an ex-

plosion occurs on a scale many 
expect. Sadly these archaeo-
logical losses will not even be no-
ticed. They will be submerged in 
the looming human catastrophe.

Ever since the manufactured 
civil war was launched in 2011 
to turn the tables on the Arab 
Spring, the Syrian theatre has 
seen many climaxes: Homs, 
Hama, Deraa, Raqqa, Aleppo, 
50 km, North East of Idlib. But 
there is unanimity that Idlib will 
shake the region like nothing else 
has so far. This hyperbole is not 
based on personal observational 
though I have visited Syria in the 
midst of the civil war.

White House National Secu-
rity Adviser John Bolton has been 
warning repeatedly that the Syr-
ian government was about to use 
chemical weapons in Idlib. Even 
before Bolton’s warning, Hassan 
Nasrallah, much the shrewdest 
leader in the region, had raised 
an alarm: We have information 
that a plot was being hatched to 
foist on Damascus the allegation 
that it had used chemical weap-
ons. The alert eye being kept on 
Idlib by the Syrian government, 
Hezbollah, Iran, Turkey, Russia 
and the US exposes a population 
of three million to all manner of 
unpredictabilities.

It is an irony of our times 
that great and medium powers 
are riveted on Idlib not because 
of its ancient monuments or the 
civilian population but because 
of the 60-80,000 militants scat-
tered through the governorate. 
These militants are from half a 
dozen different groups. There 
are quarrels galore between 
these groups claiming proxim-
ity to major powers with stakes 
in the Syrian pie. Among the 
bewildering range of groups are 
the Al Nusra Front, Haya Tehrir e 
Shaam, Turkestan Islamic Front 
with links to Uigur groups in 
Xinxian. There are offshoots of 
PKK, keeping Turkey on sixes 
and sevens. Not to be forgotten 
are the Chechens focused on the 
Caucasus. Then there is the Free 
Syrian Front.

For Damascus a militant is a 
militant and should be eliminat-
ed. Turkey, on the other hand, 
may see some groups - Tehrir e 
Shaam, for instance - as assets 
in Ankara’s conflict with Kurdish 
groups. 

The US would like most of 
the militant groups to be pro-
tected because they will always 
come in handy whenever it be-
comes necessary to mount extra 
pressure on Bashar al Assad. 
Washington may be inclined to 
negotiate the future of some of 
the assets if Assad allowed them 
more bases in Syria.

Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, 
even far off Kosovo, everywhere, 
Americans a super power by 
habit, if not in substance any 

longer, develop multiple inter-
ests. After the 72-day bombing 
of Serbia, removing Slobodan 
Milosevic, creating an inde-
pendent enclave of Kosovo, the 
US moved on only after they 
had created Bond Steel, abutting 
Macedonia, the largest military 
base since Vietnam. 

Likewise, they entered Af-
ghanistan ostensibly to remove 
Osama bin Laden but have, over 
the past 17 years, developed 
multiple interests - minerals, 
UNOCAL pipeline, Helmand 
Poppy fields, keeping an eye on 
the world’s only Muslim nuclear 
bomb in Pakistan, keeping Iran, 
Central Asian Republics, Xinx-
ian, the Caucasus under surveil-
lance - and within range.

In Idlib too, US interests 
are varied. Notice I have not 
mentioned Syria because that 
involvement is of epic propor-
tions. Idlib in Syria is the enclave 
where all the regional and global 
stakeholders, have nudged and 
pushed their respective “mili-
tants”, “terrorists” and “moder-
ate groups”. For Syria, Russia 
and Iran they are all the same 
and need to be exterminated.

This remedy is anathema to 
Turkey. The country is already 
host to 3.5 million refugees. 
Bombing of Idlib will cause an-
other 2.5 million civilian to cross 
the Turkish border.

Further, there are among the 
motley crowd of militants those 
who will checkmate a “Kurdish 
enclave” contiguous with the 
territory the PKK claims. The 

enclave would be the thin end 
of the wedge for an expansive 
Kurdish idea.

The US would like to create 
just such an enclave. Not only 
would it like to have bases, an 
American habit as I have indi-
cated earlier, but it would have 
another potential state under its 
control. It would be the second 
home away from home in West 
Asia just as Israel is - on a much 
smaller scale though.

The other, bigger idea is to 
divide Syria to the satisfaction 
of Israel and those with a steady 
gaze on the gas pipelines. 

The idea of dividing Syria 
into four is as old as the hills. 
But all the other powers - Iran, 
Turkey, Russia, for instance - will 
not allow this to happen. When 
the three powers met in Tehran 
last week, there was unanimity 
on one issue: the territorial in-
tegrity of Syria.

The presence of 1,000 Euro-
pean Jihadis in the brew adds 
further pungency to the vapours 
of confusion. The great Euro-
pean nations, their noses up, do 
not wish these “tainted” citizens 
to return. Should they be put 
away then? No, say European 
intelligence agencies. There are 
so many “militants”, “terrorists”, 
“moderate rebels” in Idlib. Let 
the Europeans gestate among 
them.

How long will this uneasy 
status quo last? Already, Rus-
sians have detected activity on 
the “chemical weapons” Front. 
There are reports that cam-

eramen have already shot little 
boys being bathed to remove 
the “chemicals they have been 
exposed to”. 

White Helmets, the miracle 
men who save people by ap-
pearing in the epicentre of the 
attack without being burnt, have 
been seen here and there.

Remember, the eight-year-
old Syrian boy with burnt skin in 
October 2016, in the midst of the 
US election campaign. CNN’s 
Christiane Amanpour flour-
ished a photograph of the boy 
before Russian Foreign Minister, 
Sergey Lavrov in the course of an 
interview in Moscow.

“ I s  t h i s  n o t  a  c r i m e 
against humanity?” shouted 
Amanpour.“Very sad,” said an 
amused Lavrov. 

This was the first time Lavrov 
publicly expressed the fear that 
Americans were helping terror-
ists in Syria.

When the photograph did 
not make much of an impres-
sion on the Russian Foreign 
Minister, the very same photo-
graph materialized in candidate 
Hillary Clinton’s hand during 
the last presidential debate in 
Las Vegas. With expert histrion-
ics, Clinton simulated a lump in 
her throat for maximum effect. 
Is Idlib about to yield a crop of 
pictures of white helmets and 
little boys with burns?

(Saeed Naqvi is commenta-
tor on political and diplomatic 

affairs. He can be reached at 
saeednaqvi@hotmail.com)

W
e know there is a lot of plastic in the 
ocean, and that turtles (and other 
endangered species) are eating it. It is 
not uncommon to find stranded dead 
turtles with guts full of plastic.

But we weren’t really sure whether plastic eaten by 
turtles actually kills them, or if they just happen to have 
plastic inside them when they die. Another way to look 
at it would be to ask: how much is too much plastic for 
turtles?

This is a really important question. Just because 
there’s a lot of plastic in the ocean, we can’t necessarily 
presume that animals are dying from eating it. Even if 
a few animals do, that doesn’t mean that every animal 
that eats plastic is going to die. If we can estimate how 

Air Bombardment or ‘Chemical Attack’: 
Suspense Surrounds Idlib Endgame

How Much Plastic Does it Take to Kill a Turtle? Typically Just 14 Piece

Five Skills to Prepare For Tomorrow’s Tech-Centric Jobs
Ishan Gupta | IANS

Britta Denise Hardesty, Chris Wilcox, 
Kathy Ann Townsend, Qamar Schuyler 

The Conversation

Saeed Naqvi |IANS

The Lord engraves us on the palms of His hands.

In Charles Spurgeon’s many years at his London church during 
the 1800s, he loved to preach on the riches of Isaiah 49:16, 
which says that God engraves us on the palms of His hands. 

He said, “Such a text as this is to be preached hundreds of times!” 
This thought is so precious that we can run over it in our minds 
again and again.

Spurgeon makes the wonderful connection between this 
promise of the Lord to His people, the Israelites, and God’s Son, 
Jesus, on the cross as He died for us. Spurgeon asked, “What are 
these wounds in Your hands? . . . The engraver’s tool was the nail, 
backed by the hammer. He must be fastened to the Cross, that 
His people might be truly engraved on the palms of His hands.” 
As the Lord promised to engrave His people on His palms, so 
Jesus stretched out His arms on the cross, receiving the nails in 
His hands so we could be free of our sins.

If and when we’re tempted to think that God has forgotten us, 
we only need to look at our palms and remember God’s promise. 
He has put indelible marks on His hands for us; He loves us that 
much.

 Lord God, how vast is Your love for me! You keep me ever 
before You. I know You’ll never leave me, and I’m grateful.

BIBLE READ:   ISAIAH 49:14–18
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands. 
Isaiah 49:16 A green sea turtle that died after consuming 13 pieces of soft plastic and 

balloons, which blocked its gastrointestinal system

One of the first meals eaten by this sea turtle post-hatchling turned out to 
be deadly. It died from consuming more than 20 tiny pieces of plastic, many 

of which were about the same size as a grain of rice. Pic-Kathy Townsend.

Conceptual framework for estimating the probability of death due to plastic 
debris ingestion. Figure provided by the authors.

Engraved on His Hands

R
apid developments in 
technology require pro-
fessionals to upgrade 
their skills for technol-
ogy-centered jobs of to 

morrow
Srikanth Vidapanakal, who has 
been into data for more than 18 
years, was inquisitive to learn about 
new technologies. He did a Self-
Driving Car Engineer Nanodegree 
that helped him acquire advanced 
skills and landed him with a job in 
automation sector. Srikanth is an 
example of lifelong learning where 
staying relevant in the age of rap-
idly changing technologies is the 
need of the hour. 

In 2017, research suggested 
that AI and robotics could col-
lectively take over 800 million jobs 
worldwide by 2030. On the flipside, 
it also mentioned that the techno-
logical revolution will end up creat-
ing millions of new jobs. In order to 

stay relevant and keep their jobs in 
the changing global job landscape, 
technologists and professionals 
from diverse fields will be required 
to upskill themselves Keeping 
yourself abreast with emerging 
technologies will constantly keep 
you ahead of the game.  Here are 
5 skills that, if acquired, can keep 
you relevant in the transform-
ing global job market of tomor-
row: Machine Learning: Machine 
Learning entered the technologi-
cal arena as a game-changer that 
enabled multifaceted software to 
become more competent at tasks 
without the need for repeated 
programming. Machine Learn-
ing allows computers to read and 
interpret large data sets to derive 
essential insights. This learning 
can further be applied to complex 
data models in order to create 
predictions and compare trends 
for the future. Machine Learning 
can also enable algorithms to track 
data and identify weak links in any 
process or system, thereby opti-

mizing them to their highest level 
of productivity and efficiency.

Deep Learning: Deep Learn-
ing is a part of Machine Learning 
which is based on the Neural 
Network architecture. Neural 
networks are extremely advanced 
programming codes that seam-
lessly mimic the architecture of 
neurons of the human brain. 
Through Deep Learning, software 
can identify and configure pat-
terns from data or images much 
more proficiently. By identifying 
patterns in data, Deep Learning 
can be utilized to create more ef-
ficient Natural Language proces-
sors that can be used to write more 
responsive chatbots.

Blockchain: Blockchain tech-
nology evolved with the purpose 
of appending data security and 
information privacy to cryptocur-
rency Bitcoin. Today, the robust 
mechanism has found applica-
tions in securing digital payments, 
smart contracts, cybersecurity, 
digital IDs copyright protection 

and data sharing. Given the excep-
tionally versatile nature of block-
chain applications, blockchain 
technology experts are high in 
demand in the job market. Job-
seekers with blockchain skills bag 
the 4th highest salaries in India 
which makes it one of the most 
sought after job by Indians and 
professionals around the world. 
Robotics and Automation: Both 
robotics and automation are es-
sentially reducing human labor 
and proliferating safety of humans 
by taking over dangerous, physi-
cally demanding tasks. Robots 
can easily lift heavier weights and 
tolerate high temperature working 
environments more than human 
workers possibly can.

 Robotics has quickly clocked 
in the highest potential among 
any other applications of Artificial 
Intelligence. With Machine Learn-
ing at the heart of AI, robots that 
already outperform humans at 
the physical level will also be able 
to undertake a variety of labori-

ous tasks such warehousing and 
security. Self-Driving Cars: For 
more than a 100 years, motor 
vehicles have been an integral 
part of human existence. Since its 
inception, the motor vehicle has 
gone through umpteen updates 
that have led to the invention of 
the modern and inherently secure 
vehicle. However, road accidents 
have continued to cause loss of 
property and life.

 These fatal accidents can be 
attributed not to technology but to 
human negligence or error, lead-
ing to the need for replacing the 
human driver. 

With cutting-edge robotics, 
Machine Learning, and engineer-
ing, humans have been able to 
create self-driving cars. These driv-
erless vehicles are appearing to 
be exponentially more efficient at 
avoiding collisions and accidents.

(Ishan Gupta is MD India 
of Udacity, Silicon Valley-based 

lifelong learning platform)

much plastic it takes to kill a turtle, we can start to an-
swer the question of exactly how turtle populations are 
affected by eating plastic debris.

In our research, published today in Nature Scientific 

Reports, we looked at nearly 1,000 turtles that had died 
and anets. About 260 of them we examined ourselves; the 
others were reported to the Queensland Turtle Stranding 
Database. We carefully investigated why the turtles died, 
and for the ones we examined, we counted how many 
pieces of plastic they had eaten.

Some turtles died of causes that were nothing to do 
with plastic. They may have been killed by a boat strike, or 
become entangled in fishing lines or derelict nets. Turtles 
have even been known to die after accidentally eating a 
blue-ringed octopus. Others definitely died from eating 
plastic, with the plastic either puncturing or blocking their 
gut.

Some turtles that were killed by things like boat strikes 
or fishing nets nevertheless had large amounts of plastic in 
their guts, despite not having been killed by eating plastic. 
These turtles allow us to see how much plastic an animal 
can eat and still be alive and functioning.

The chart below sets out this idea. If an animal 
drowned in a fishing net, its chance of being killed by 
plastic is zero – and it falls in the lower left of the graph. If a 
turtle’s gut was blocked by a plastic bag, its chance of being 
killed by plastic is 100%, and it’s in the upper right.

The animals that were dead with plastic in their gut, 
but had other possible causes of death have a chance of 
death due to plastic somewhere between 0 and 100% – we 
just don’t know, and they can fall anywhere in the graph. 
Once we have all the animals in the plot, then we can ask 
whether we see an increase in the chance of death due to 

plastic as the amount of plastic in an animal goes up.
We tested this idea using our turtle samples. We looked 

at the relationship between the likelihood of death due to 
plastic as determined by a turtle autopsy, and the number 
of pieces of plastic found inside the animals. Unsurpris-
ingly, we found that the more plastic pieces a turtle had in-
side it, the more likely it was to have been killed by plastic. 
We calculated that for an average-sized turtle (about 45cm 
long), eating 14 plastic items equates to a 50% chance of 
being fatal.

That’s not to say that a turtle can eat 13 pieces of plastic 
without harm. Even a single piece can potentially kill a tur-
tle. Two of the turtles we studied had eaten just one piece 
of plastic, which was enough to kill them. In one case, the 
gut was punctured, and in the other, the soft plastic had 
clogged the turtle’s gut. Our analyses suggest that a turtle 
has a 22% chance of dying if it eats just one piece of plastic.

A few other factors also affected the animals’ chance 
of being killed by plastic. Juveniles eat more debris than 
adults, and the rate also varies between different turtle 
species. Now that we know how much is too much plastic, 
the next step is to apply this to global estimates of debris 
ingestion rates by turtles, and figure out just how much 
of a threat plastic is to endangered sea turtle populations.
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Holly Brewer | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  Romance continues to 
soar today, Aries. You should feel especially sexy. 
You’re likely to attract admiring glances from those 
around you, including strangers. If you’re single, you 

might even attract an exciting new love partner. If you’re already 
involved, your beloved could fall in love with you all over again. 
Schedule an intimate evening together and make the most of it!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20):  You could feel like a 
millionaire today, Taurus. Money matters seem to sur-
pass your expectations. You might want to spend time 
fixing up your home or perhaps shopping for yourself. 

Do you have a hot date tonight? A sexy new item might make 
your friend’s eyes pop! Increased self-confidence adds even 
more juice to an already enhanced appearance. Dress in your fa-
vorite colors and have fun.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Someone you’ve nev-
er met before who you find exceedingly attractive 
could pass you today. You might decide to go say 
hello and discover not only a physical attraction but 

an intellectual compatibility as well. Your feelings are probably 
reciprocated! If you’re single, this attraction might be worth pur-
suing. If you’re involved, at least you might make a new friend.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Career and money 
matters continue to go well for you, Cancer, and 
probably romance, too. Your life may be the envy of 
others, but you probably feel there’s still something 
missing. This is a good day to explore metaphysical 
and spiritual studies. It’s a time of transition, and this 

sort of interest can make things easier for you, especially if those 
close to you share your interest.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Romance and creativity are 
the driving forces in your life today, Leo. You might 
find that feelings for a special person provide lots of 
inspiration for creative projects. Your creative energy 
makes you that much more attractive to the one you 
love most. This could prove to be an emotionally and 

aesthetically satisfying day. Make the most of it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  You tend to be down to 
Earth and practical, Virgo, but now you feel like indulg-
ing in some flights of fancy. Romance or fantasy nov-
els could be especially appealing right now. You might 
even toy with the idea of writing one of your own. If 

you’re currently romantically involved, your sweetheart might 
want to take you out for a special dinner. Enjoy your day.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): An affectionate letter, 
phone call, or email could come to you from an old 
friend, Libra, expressing gratitude for past favors. 
This is going to make you feel warm and loving to-

ward this person, and you’ll want to reciprocate in kind. Invite 
him or her for coffee and have a long conversation. The bond 
between you is strong. This isn’t a friendship you’ll want to let go.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Have you been thinking 
about changing careers, Scorpio? You might hear of 
some opportunities today, possibly through a col-
league. This could be the right time to make a change. 
Positive professional developments are indicated 

for you. List your options and then do some research on each 
one. You might be headed toward some exciting possibilities. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You may feel es-
pecially warm and loving, Sagittarius, and romance 
could be on your mind. Time spent with a love part-
ner from another state or country might seem espe-
cially appealing. This is a great day to schedule an 

intimate evening alone with your friend and see where it takes 
you. All signs indicate that your friend returns your feelings, 
and you might end up just where you want!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Erotic dreams 
could wake you up in a strange mood, Capricorn. 
You could long for a romantic encounter, but the 
impact is likely to be stronger than that. These in-
tense dreams might stimulate your creative juices. 

If you aren’t currently working on a project, ideas could flood 
your imagination. Let them stew for a while. There’s no rush to 
pick one. Enjoy your day.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might find your-
self reeling from shock when an old friend suddenly 
seems to show romantic interest in you. Conflicting 
emotions could come up, but don’t write it off if you’re 
available. There could be potential for a good relation-

ship with this person. Don’t feel that you have to either jump right 
in or forget the whole thing. You can test the waters for a while!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you may be 
asked to speak to a gathering or lead a discussion 
group, Pisces. You tend to be shy, but today you’ll 
be all for it and enjoy being in the limelight, albeit 

temporarily. You’ll certainly shine, and others may pay you 
sincere compliments. After the event, go to an intimate cafe 
with friends or love partner. Enjoy your day.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION
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Two views of Cape Coast Castle in modern-day Ghana, exit point of no return 
for Africans enslaved by the Royal African Company. Courtesy Wikipedia

subject was born to a subject, and a slave born to a slave, 
each with the obligation to obey king and master.

During 1660-85, England under Charles II pursued 
slavery vigorously, and not only because it helped to justify 
monarchy. Slaves helped to produce profitable crops such 
as sugar and tobacco that generated huge tax revenues 
for the monarch. By 1687, the tax revenue (in the form of 
customs) on these staples comprised a third of crown rev-
enue, paying for the navy, the army, and much else. Charles 
II married Catherine of Braganza from Portugal for her 
dowry, which included forts off the African coast. He put his 
brother James in charge of a new Royal African Company 
to enable the slave trade; James led two wars against the 
Dutch to gain access to the slave trade.

In England’s colonies in the Americas, Charles II ap-
pointed royal governors who supported slavery and offered 
rewards of land to those who purchased slaves or inden-
tured servants. In Virginia, the king offered 50 acres per 
slave or servant bought; thus, some men accrued estates 
of 20,000 acres and more. Charles II’s judges presided over 
court decisions, especially one in 1677 that said that those 
who were aliens (ie, not subjects) had no rights under the 
law, and could be considered simple property.

Locke was a secretary who drafted a legal document as a 
lawyer drafts a will
Historians have long noted Locke’s role in drafting the 
Carolina constitutions, and its protections for slavery. The 
implication is not so much personal hypocrisy as evidence 
that Western liberalism, from its foundational theorist, pro-
moted slavery. But such a story is based on a misapprehen-
sion of Locke’s position. In terms of the Carolina constitu-
tions, Locke was a secretary – he drafted a legal document 
as a lawyer drafts a will. He composed it for the eight men 
who owned the Carolinas (given to them as a reward by 
Charles II). These men desired ‘that the government of this 
province may be made most agreeable to the monarchy 
under which we live’. They sought to ‘avoid erecting a nu-
merous democracy’. The principles it espoused – including 
hereditary nobility and slavery – both predated Locke’s 
involvement, and reflected the ideals of the owners. It is 
a deep error, therefore, to contend that Locke’s role in the 
Carolina constitutions should guide interpretation of his 
later work, much less liberalism.

The matter of the Royal African Company stock has also 
lent itself to misinterpretation. Beginning in 1672, Charles 
II put Shaftesbury in charge of the Council on Foreign Plan-
tations, which oversaw England’s colonies overseas. Locke 
was Shaftesbury’s personal secretary and so became the 
Council on Foreign Plantations’ official clerk. In 1672-73, 
Charles paid Locke in Royal African Company stock. Dur-
ing this period, the council sought political reform overseas 
(less power for governors) but mostly did the king’s bidding. 
There is much in these records about African slaves, and 
Locke’s handwriting, as clerk, transcribes that word over 
and over.

But within two years, both Locke and Shaftesbury 
stopped cooperating with the king and his policies. Shaft-
esbury had emerged as Charles II’s strongest opponent, 
inasmuch as one could safely criticise the king during that 
period. Shaftesbury opposed not only the Test Act of 1673 
(barring both Catholics and Dissenters – non-Anglican 
Protestants – from political office) but also probably a 
1674 attempt to create an imperial slave code for England, 
both of which Charles supported. In 1675, Shaftesbury 
and Locke co-wrote and published debates in the House 
of Lords questioning if Charles II sought too much ‘abso-
lute’ power. Charles ordered the book burned as seditious. 
Locke fled to France for four years ‘for his health’, and Shaft-
esbury ended up imprisoned without trial in the Tower 
of London. In July 1675, Locke sold his stock in the Royal 
African Company, and Shaftesbury quickly followed.

If the story ended here, we would know little of Locke. 
He was a minor actor in a political contest dominated by 
major figures struggling over empire and questions on the 
nature of power. But the story did not end in 1675, which 
rather marked an abrupt turning point.

From today’s perspective, it is easy to think that ideas 
about human rights and democracy have always existed 
in some kind of fully articulated form. Perhaps they are 
culturally innate: certainly the Golden Rule ‘Do unto oth-
ers as you would have them do unto you’ – from the New 
Testament – inspired Locke, and exists in many forms in 
different cultures. But the broad-based arguments about 
human rights that emerged in Locke’s (and others’) writings 
during this period had a very specific origin. They began as 
a repudiation of claims of divine and hereditary absolute 
power. They responded to Charles II’s court and council, to 

J
ohn Locke, who lived through two revolutions in 
17th-century England, remains perhaps the most 
important theorist about democracy. Translated into 
many different languages, Locke’s ideas inform con-
temporary philosophical debates about justice and 

rights, from relative egalitarians such as John Rawls to lib-
ertarians such as Robert Nozick to Amartya Sen’s critique of 
Western-based theories of justice. Locke’s writings inspired 
the language of rebellion in the United States’ Declaration 
of Independence (1776) and Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s So-
cial Contract (1762), which shaped the French Revolution.

After the Second World War, Locke’s ideas circum-
scribed debates over democracy and social justice within 
the United Nations and in international law. The principles 
that government should be based on the consent of the 
governed, that most people can make reasonable choices, 
that all men are created equal, that people have inalienable 
rights – his animosity towards hereditary privilege – have 
had many critics too. Locke’s influence probably reached 
its height in the 1960s. Since then, criticism has grown. On 
the Right, critics see him as too idealistic and impractical: 
all people are not and cannot be equal. On the Left, critics 
contend that Locke was a hypocrite, a philosopher who 
put forth radical ideas while working on behalf of slavery 
and colonialism. C B Macpherson’s The Political Theory of 
Possessive Individualism (1962) made the most influential 
case that Locke regarded private property above all, includ-
ing property in slaves. Postcolonialist thinkers, in particular 
Uday Singh Mehta in Liberalism and Empire (1999), saw 
Locke’s philosophy as emblematic of ‘Western’ ideas about 
democracy and rights that serve as a cover for the oppres-
sion of indigenous peoples. Implicating Locke in the causes 
of slavery and colonialism has cast a shadow over Western 
liberalism, and indeed democracy itself.

ideas articulated and enacted by ministers, politicians and 
political thinkers, on behalf of royal power.

More substantively, Locke and Shaftesbury grew hor-
rified over what they found to be Charles II’s oppressive 
governance of England and its colonies, and also his pro-
motion of slavery. They began to argue that absolutism 
possessed a common essence, and took different forms 
– of kings over subjects, and masters over slaves – but that 
all forms were wrong. Without his involvement in impe-
rial policymaking, Locke would never have composed the 
Second Treatise, his theory of democratic governance. He 
wrote it not to propound Stuart ideals and practices, but 
against them, compelled by his legal and administrative 
encounters with slavery, a corrupt colonial government 
and a tyrannical monarch. His Two Treatises was a different 
kind of constitution than the one he had helped to draft for 
Carolina.

Locke opposed slavery on the same grounds as hereditary 
monarchy
Locke’s hatred of absolutism and slavery helped to jus-
tify the Glorious Revolution of 1688 against James II. That 
revolution was necessary, Locke contended, because every 
pulpit in England preached the principles of ‘an advocate 
for slavery’. James II was in fact the governor of the Royal 
African Company at the same time he was king. Ministers 
of the Church of England, of which he was head, preached 
passive obedience to him because he was chosen by God 
to lead them. During the 1680s, the Royal African Company 
brought as many as 100,000 people from Africa to England’s 
colonies in the New World. James II was directly involved in 
that trade in human cargo.

Locke’s First Treatise begins: ‘Slavery is so vile and mis-
erable an estate of man … that ’tis hardly to be conceived’ 
that anyone would support it. He attacked the principle of 
divine and hereditary power methodically. Why should the 
eldest son inherit all power by primogeniture, even over 
his brothers? He also compared the king’s claims to power 
to the also-illegitimate claims of masters over their slaves: 
neither had hereditary and rightful claims. The king might 
argue that his right to rule descended from Adam, but 
neither he nor masters of slaves had power over others by 
such specious claims. Locke’s Second Treatise speculated 
about what form of government would emerge in a state 
of nature. He began with postulates (including the Golden 
Rule) and built principles: government should be based on 
consent, and has particular purposes, mainly to protect its 
subjects. People do not have to obey a government that no 
longer protects them, and the consent of an ancestor does 
not bind the descendants: each generation must consent 
for itself.

Locke supported slavery only as punishment for a ter-
rible crime for which one’s life could be forfeit – in particu-
lar, for starting a war that was unjust. And he insisted that 
it should never be hereditary. He opposed slavery on the 
same grounds as hereditary monarchy. People do not in-
herit their status. Government should be based on the con-
sent of the governed, not on divine and hereditary privilege. 
Labour, also, should be based on consent. The first thing 
anyone owns and cannot give away is his own person. It is 
a propriety, a belonging, that is higher than any other kind 
of ownership. ‘Man being born, as has been proved, with a 
title to perfect freedom, and an uncontrouled enjoyment of 
all the rights and privileges of the law of nature, equally with 
any other man … hath by nature a power … to preserve his 
property, that is, his life, liberty and estate …’ Thus each 
person has a right to his own person and labour, a right that 
includes the ability to contract with someone else. That 
right is very different from slavery, which is forced labour.

After the Glorious Revolution, King William and Queen 
Mary gradually retreated from many earlier policies that 
had encouraged slavery. Shaftesbury’s political party, the 
Whigs, gained control over Parliament. Under pressure 
from them, William III appointed Locke to a new and more 
powerful governing council over the colonies, which he 
called the Board of Trade. There, Locke sat in judgment over 
many colonial policies. He became particularly concerned 
about abuses of power in Virginia. Along with other mem-
bers, he investigated Virginia’s laws and constitution. He 
then wrote a 40-page plan for law reform in Virginia. That 
plan resides in the Bodleian library at Oxford, where librar-
ians discovered it rolled into a cubby hole in his desk when 
they acquired his papers. It has long been assumed, even 
though it was in his handwriting and that of his secretary, 
that he did not write it. I show that he did. His work on Vir-
ginia’s constitution reflects Locke’s own ideas.

That plan for reforming Virginia’s constitution led to a 
reversal of many of the earlier policies that had promoted 
hierarchy and slavery. In particular, it admonished that 
Virginia should no longer follow Charles II’s policy of grant-
ing masters 50 acres of land for each slave or servant pur-
chased, a policy that had fostered large estates and bound 
labour. Locke arranged for the appointment of a new 
governor for Virginia: Francis Nicholson. By court decision 
in 1699, Nicholson got rid of the land bounty for buying a 
slave. He sent a copy of that decision back to England. Next 
to the report that masters would no longer be rewarded 
with large estates for the ‘Importation of Negroes’, Locke 
responded, ‘Well Done.’

Locke’s plan for Virginia specified that all people should 
have equality under the law. ‘As people of different per-
swasions enjoy Lybertie of Conscience, so let people of all 
Nations be naturalised, and enjoy equal privileges with 
the other English inhabitants residing there.’ However, he 
understood that under English law at that time, most rights 

             Slavery-Entangled Philosophy

However, history tells a different story. Colonialism and 
slavery emerged from ideas and practices much older than 
Locke about the divine and absolute rights of kings. As a 
mid-level functionary in 17th-century England, Locke di-
rectly encountered the realities of monarchy and inherited 
status. Such experiences opened his eyes. Over time, he 
came to believe that slavery was deeply wrong, that it was 
the most extreme instance of the evils of inherited status 
that infected the entire social order. Locke’s celebration of 
consent defined his political theory. As his opposition to 
royal policies developed, he faced punishment for his radi-
cal ideas.

 During the English Civil War of 1649, Locke’s father 
sided with Parliament and the principles of ‘consent of the 
people’. At the end of the war, King Charles I was tried for 
treason against his own people and executed on 30 January 
1649. Locke was 16. His school was a 10-minute walk from 
Charles’s execution site by the steps of Banqueting House, 
Whitehall, and he almost certainly witnessed and sup-
ported it. But after more than a decade of political instabil-
ity, Locke supported a new king. In May 1660, in the person 
of Charles II, monarchy returned to England. London mobs 
and rival armies readied to fight each other, opening a 
spectre of anarchy. Locke wrote that he would fight, if only 
he knew for whom: ‘Tis the great misery of this shatterd and 
giddy nation that warrs have producd noething but wars, 
and the sword cut out worke for the sword.’

Over the next few years, Locke lived in Oxford, as a 
scholar and tutor, specialising in medicine and philosophy. 
He probably would have stayed there, and written little of 
note, had he not in 1668 saved the life of Anthony Ashley 
Cooper, later the first Earl of Shaftesbury. Shaftesbury drew 
Locke into Stuart court restoration politics, into imperial 
governance, and into the thick of the king’s promotion of 
slavery.

Those who emphasise Locke’s hypocrisy point to two 
pieces of evidence during this decade. First, they contend 
that Locke authored The Fundamental Constitutions of 
Carolina (1669), which explicitly supported hereditary 
nobility and slavery: ‘Every freeman of Carolina shall have 
absolute power and authority over his negro slaves …’ Sec-
ond, they show that Locke owned stock in the Royal African 
Company, which ran the African slave trade for England. 

Of course, Locke’s service to the Earl of Shaftesbury and 
involvement in the Stuart court shaped his ideas. But his 
political philosophy developed in opposition to the policies 
and practices of Charles II’s court, not in harmony. Locke’s 
Two Treatises of Government (1689) argued against the 
very root of slavery: inherited status, which derived from 
the same set of ordering ideas and commitments as the 
monarchy – the divine and hereditary rights of kings. Just 
as a prince is born the son of a king, with a right to rule, a 

belonged only to subjects, and to become a subject one 
had to swear an oath of loyalty to the king – and to do that 
one had to be Christian. Locke was also familiar with the 
English High Court decisions that had justified slavery only 
for aliens. He therefore urged that the children of ‘negroes’ 
and ‘Indians’ should be ‘baptised, catechised, and bred 
Christians’.

By urging their baptism, Locke was undercutting the 
rationale for slavery. Subjects could claim rights to protec-
tions against maiming and assault, to trial by jury, to testify, 
to own land, and to freedom from forced labour. The High 
Court decisions affected American colonies then just as 
Supreme Court decisions often affect state law today. These 
judges were appointed and dismissed at the king’s pleasure. 
So King James II could dismiss judges and appoint new 
ones on his slightest whim, which he did. After the Glorious 
Revolution, Parliament fired and punished all of James II’s 
judges for corruption. William III appointed completely 
new judges. In 1696, they reversed the earlier High Court 
decisions and ruled that no man could own another. That 
new decision worked hand in hand with Locke’s Virginia 
plan to undercut slavery.

Slavery’s origins were in absolutism, not liberalism
Of course, slavery did not end in Virginia in 1699. Locke’s 
actions faced broad political headwinds. After a political 
crisis that led to the fall of the Whigs in 1700, Locke, who 
was old and sick, resigned from the board. William III died 
after a hunting accident in 1702. And his successor Queen 
Anne, daughter of James II whose court idealised slavery as 
the source of imperial wealth, reversed all of these policies 
again. Her crowning achievement was obtaining a grant to 
supply the Spanish empire with all their slaves for the next 
30 years. That contract, the asiento, made Britain the main 
importer of slaves to the New World by 1750.

Neither slavery nor colonisation had their origins in 
Locke’s Two Treatises. His ideas about how people could 
claim rights to property did justify a certain kind of coloni-
sation. He argued that, by making objects, by farming the 
land, one could derive ownership, goods and ground. How-
ever, his was a more egalitarian ideal of ownership than 
that offered by King James I’s right of discovery by Christian 
princes who could then grant dominion – the right of own-
ership and governance. Locke’s was founded on individual 
action, the Stuart kings’ on divine status.

Such attention to historical context matters. These 
complex debates over justice shaped the early modern 
world, and continue to shape ours. If we pretend that Locke 
and the Stuart kings were the same, and that their policy 
struggles did not matter, we ignore the impact of our own 
policies. If we dismiss Locke’s ideas as paradoxical, we for-
get that in these fires were forged not only slavery but also 
crucial principles of human rights. It is not only that the big 
questions were fiercely contended, but that small policies 
often had huge impacts. Reversing Charles II’s reward of 
land for buying slaves was a major move against inequality 
and injustice, and against the idea that kings could grant 
dominion over others. So too was his suggestion that all 
people be naturalised and have equal protections under 
the law.

The effort to compress such fierce disputes into a flat 
narrative of hypocrisy belies not only the past but the 
present. The effort to condemn liberalism (and Locke) as a 
theory of slavery and oppression, and to see within liberal-
ism the origin of slavery, misrepresents the very essence 
of his theory, which was about human rights. It silences 
intense political debates over such rights that had dramatic 
practical repercussions. Slavery was justified by theories 
that all people were born to a divinely ordained status, 
ideas that were harmonious with racism, but not defined 
by that racism. Slavery’s origins were in absolutism, not 
liberalism.

Liberalism arose in reaction to slavery. It sought inclu-
sion, and defined rights with broad promises, albeit ones 
that could be opened to exclusions. Indeed, one could 
argue that the breadth of such promises made racism 
(and other forms of prejudice) necessary in order to once 
again justify hereditary hierarchies. But for many others, it 
opened wide promises of inclusion. The theory itself was 
one that strained for relative equality under the law for all 
those who could give meaningful consent. The similarity 
of these disputes to ones we conduct today becomes more 
apparent with such context. For example: do rights inhere 
in all human beings or only in citizens? Abstract philo-
sophical debates emerged from real dilemmas but also 
helped to shape policies that affected millions of people’s 
lives. They still do.
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Rahul kicks off MP poll campaign

Court summons Lalu, others as accused 
in IRCTC money laundering case
New Delhi, Sep. 17 (PTI): 
A Delhi court Monday 
summoned RJD chief Lalu 
Prasad, his wife Rabri Devi 
and son Tejashwi Yadav 
as accused in connection 
with the IRCTC hotels al-
lotment money laundering 
case.

Additional Sessions 
Judge (ASJ) Arun Bharad-
waj took cognisance of 
the charge sheet filed by 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) and directed all the 
accused to appear before 
the court on October 6.

The court also issued 
production warrant against 
Prasad considering the fact 
that he is currently lodged 
in a Ranchi jail.

The court also sum-
moned RJD member PC 
Gupta and his wife Sarla 
Gupta, a firm Lara Projects 
and 10 others, including 
IRCTC’s the then MD PK 
Goyal, as accused in the 
case filed under the Pre-
vention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).

The court took note 
of the submissions made 
by ED’s special public 
prosecutor Atul Tripathy 
that prima facie there was 
enough evidence against 

the accused in the matter.
The agency said in its 

report that Prasad and 
IRCTC officials allegedly 
misused their position in 
granting sub-lease right of 
two railway hotels at Puri 
and Ranchi to Sujata Hotel 
Pvt Ltd, owned by Vinay 
Kochhar and Vijay Koch-
har. Kochhars also own 
Chanakya Hotel in Patna.

In lieu of the hotels’ 
sub-lease, a prime plot of 
land in Patna was trans-
ferred to Delight Marketing 
Company Pvt Ltd (owned 
by family of PC Gupta who 
is a close associate of Ya-
dav and an MP from RJD) 
in February 2005 at a rate 
which was much less than 
the then prevailing circle 
rates, the agency claimed.

According to the charge 
sheet, “The said company 
possessing valuable chunk 
of land gradually got trans-
ferred to Rabri Devi and 
her son Tejashwi by way of 
share purchase at nominal 
prices.

“The funds used to ac-
quire the land had dubious 
origin and had been laun-
dered through 151 group of 
companies belonging to P 
C Gupta by using an NBFC 

named Abhishek Finance 
Company Limited.” 

Su b s e q u e n t l y,  t h e 
shares of Delight Market-
ing Company Private Lim-
ited, it said, were acquired 
by Rabri Devi and Tejas-
hwi at less than fair market 
value.

“It is noteworthy that 
the funds used for acquisi-
tion of shares by Rabri Devi 
are questionable and indi-
viduals from whom Tejas-
hwi had purchased shares 
denied any knowledge of 
holding them,” it said.

The ED said it has at-
tached assets worth over 
INR 44 crore in this case 
till now. The CBI too has 
filed a charge sheet in this 
case in which the court has 
already summoned Yadav, 
his wife and their son as 
accused.

The CBI FIR had al-
leged that Yadav, during his 
tenure as the railway min-
ister in UPA-I government, 
handed over the mainte-
nance of two IRCTC hotels 
to a company in 2004 after 
receiving a bribe in the 
form of a prime land in 
Patna through a ‘benami’ 
company owned by Sarla 
Gupta.

Second CBI charge-sheet soon 
against Mallya, to name officials
New Delhi, Sep. 17 (IANS): 
The CBI will name some 
bank officials in its sec-
ond charge-sheet to be 
filed soon against fugi-
tive businessman Vijay 
Mallya in a Rs 9,000-crore 
loan default case against 
him and his now-defunct 
Kingfisher Airlines, in-
formed sources said.

Both serving and re-
tired senior officials of a 
consortium of 17 banks, 
including the SBI, who 
had handled the King-
fisher Airlines loans, are 
to be named as accused 
in the charge-sheet as the 
CBI has gathered enough 
evidence against them on 
misuse of official position, 
the sources said.

The charge-sheet will 
mention the details of 
loan fraud committed by 
Mallya against a consorti-
um of 17 banks led by the 
State Bank of India (SBI), 
said the sources, adding 
that some of these loans 
were granted despite 
Kingfisher’s low credit-
worthiness and overvalu-
ation of some securities. 

Kingfisher began de-
faulting on loans begin-
ning 2009-10.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
sources, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
has come across the role 
of some senior bank of-
ficials in the irregularities 
while disbursing these 
loans. 

The then Chief Man-
aging Directors of banks 
-- O.P. Bhatt (SBI), T.S. 
Narayanaswami (Bank 
of India), M.D. Mallya 
(Bank of Baroda), S.K. 
Goel (UCO Bank), and 
then Chairman of United 
Bank -- are to be named in 
the charge-sheet against 
whom action was not tak-
en in 2009 when a loan of 
Rs 2,000 crore was sanc-
tioned to Kingfisher, said 
the sources. 

“Bhatt is learnt to have 
led the consortium to of-
fer the Rs 2,000 crore loan 
and also ensured that the 
SBI have a loan of Rs 300 
crore on an ad hoc basis in 
August 2010.” 

Ex-Kingfisher Airlines 
Chief Financial Officer A. 
Raghunathan and other 
former senior executives 
are also likely to be named 
in the charge-sheet.

Mallya is currently 
facing extradition from 

London where he flew on 
March 2, 2016.

T h e  C B I  l a s t  ye a r 
had filed a charge-sheet 
against Mallya in a sepa-
rate case related to a Rs 
900 crore pending loan 
given by IDBI Bank in 
which senior officials of 
the bank were allegedly 
involved. 

The probe agency 
had registered two cases 
against Mallya related to 
the IDBI loans in 2015 
and a consortium loan 
in 2016.

The CBI and the En-
forcement Directorate, 
which is  probing the 
money laundering aspect 
in the case, have named 
IDBI officials B.K. Bat-
ra, Yogesh Agarwal, O.V. 
Bundelu, S.K Shrivastava 
and R.S. Sridhar in their 
charge sheets last year.

The CBI FIR alleged 
that the SBI and its con-
sortium banks had ad-
vanced various credit 
facilities to Kingfisher 
Airlines between 2005 
and 2010.

During 2009-10, the 
company failed to meet 
its repayment commit-
ments to the banks.

Bhopal, Sep. 17 (IANS): Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on Monday arrived 
here for a roadshow as part of his elec-
tion campaign in Madhya Pradesh.

He was received at the Bhopal’s 
Raja Bhoj Airport by Madhya Pradesh 
Congress chief Kamal Nath, Congress 
MP Jyotiraditya Scindia and other party 
leaders.

He started the roadshow from Lal-
ghati Chowk in an open bus near the air-
port. He will pass through old city areas 
before reaching BHEL Dussehra Maidan. 
The roadshow will cover around 18 km. 
He will address party workers at 4 pm.

Assembly elections in Madhya 
Pradesh are due this year along with 
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Mizoram.

Modi turns teacher for school children at Varanasi 
Varanasi, Sep. 17 (IANS):  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who turned 68 on 
Monday, donned the hat 
of a teacher during his 
visit to Varanasi, his par-
liamentary constituency, 
as he interacted with stu-
dents at a primary school 
in Narur village here and 
gave them tips on life.

Soon after his arrival 
at the Babatpur airport 
where he was received 
by Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
and senior BJP leaders, 
he went on a chopper to 
Dereka from where he 
drove straight to the pri-
mary school and told 
children that sports is an 
integral part of develop-
ment in formative years 
and that they should “go 
out and play”.

He also told the stu-
dents, who gifted him red 
roses, that they should 
not shy away from asking 
questions as doing so “is 
a key aspect of learning”. 

Greeting students on 
the Vishwakarma Puja, 
the Prime Minister also 
told the neatly dressed 
school children that it is 
important for them to un-
derstand the significance 
of skill development.

“It is important to 
learn various skills as this 
will help you for ever,” 
Modi told the wide-eyed 
students who appeared 
elated at the fact that 

Appoint special counsel against Adani, Congress tells Modi

Parrikar unwell, Cong. stakes claim to form govt. in Goa
Panaji, Sep. 17 (IANS): Even 
as the ruling BJP-led coalition 
alliance looks for a new leader 
to replace ailing Chief Minister 
Manohar Parrikar, Congress 
MLAs on Monday staked claim 
to form a government in Goa.

Leader of opposition, Chan-
drakant Kavlekar visited Raj 
Bhavan and submitted a letter to 
Governor Mridula Sinha’s office 
signed by all 16 Congress MLAs, 
demanding that she should not 
dissolve the Assembly and pave 
way for a fresh election.

This follows the political tur-
moil following Parrikar’s airlift to 
a Delhi hospital last week. The 
Congress urged the Governor to 
instead invite the Congress, the 
single largest party, to form a 
government.

“We have requested the 
Governor that the government 
should not be dissolved and put 
the state on the path of elec-

tions. We have also asked her 
not to impose President’s Rule 
or keep the House in suspended 
animation. People have elected 
us for five years... Imposing an 
election after a mere 18 months 
is not good for anybody,” Kavle-
kar said.

In a formal demand to Sinha, 
Kavlekar has said: “That any rec-
ommendation for dissolution of 
the Goa Assembly ought not to 
be accepted... That the Congress 
being the single largest party, 
ought to be invited to form the 
government.”

Kavlekar said he feared that 
a false letter or statement may 
be submitted to the Governor 
claiming the Congress recom-
mended dissolution of the state 
Assembly.

“We also apprehended that 
false letters or statements may 
be placed attributed to Leaders 
of the INC (Indian National Con-

gress), claiming there is a desire 
on the part of the INC to accept 
recommendation for dissolution 
of the Goa legislative assembly. 
This is not true and should not 
be accepted without adverting to 
a floor test,” the letter said.

Sinha is currently not in the 
state and is expected to return to 
Goa on Tuesday.

Kavlekar’s staking the claim 
comes at a time when BJP cen-
tral observers are in the state 
meeting leaders of their own 
party and allies to finalise an 
alternative for Parrikar who has 
been fighting advanced pancre-
atic cancer for several months.

He has been shifted to the All 
India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences in Delhi.

State Congress President 
Girish Chodankar in a letter 
to the Governor last week also 
warned her against dissolving 
the House, seeking an opportu-

nity for the Congress to form a 
government.

The Congress is the single 
largest party in the 40-member 
Goa Assembly with 16 MLAs, 
while the BJP, with 14 MLAs, is 
supported by three members 
each of Goa Forward and Ma-
harashtrawadi Gomantak Party, 
a Nationalist Congress Party 
legislator and three independ-
ent MLAs.

What queers the pitch in the 
number game, however, is the 
health conditions of three BJP 
MLAs. 

While Parrikar is severely 
afflicted by cancer, Urban De-
velopment Minister Francis 
D’Souza is currently taking treat-
ment for cancer in New York 
and Power Minister Pandurang 
Madkaikar, who suffered from a 
brainstroke some months back, 
is bed-ridden at his private resi-
dence near Panaji.

New Delhi, Sep. 17 (IANS): The 
Congress on Monday demand-
ed the Narendra Modi govern-
ment name a special counsel to 
contest the Adani Group’s plea 
before the Bombay High Court.

The plea has sought quash-
ing all Letters Rogatory (LRs) 
issued by the Directorate of 

Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 
against the group, in connection 
with the alleged Rs 29,000-crore 
scam involving over-valuation 
of coal imports.

Targeting Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over crony capi-
talism, Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh claimed the DRI’s re-

quest to the Central government 
for appointing a special counsel 
against the Adani Group in 
the High Court was being ne-
glected.

“The Bombay High Court is 
slated to hear Adani’s plea on 
Wednesday. 

The Modi government keeps 

on asserting about its clean in-
tentions, so they should display 
that intention by accepting 
DRI’s request of deploying a 
special counsel to assert that the 
LRs are imperative to probe the 
group’s complicity in the coal 
import scam,” Ramesh told the 
media here.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath, 
on his arrival in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, Sept. 17.

PTI

Rahul Gandhi is greeted by State President Kamal Nath as Congress leader and MP Jyotiraditya 
Madhavrao Scindia looks on, at the airport ahead of a roadshow, in Bhopal on Monday, Sept 17.

PTI

Gandhi assassination case: Victims’ kin 
oppose TN’s move to release convicts
New Delhi, Sep. 17 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court Mon-
day allowed the kins of 
those who had died in a 
bomb blast along with 
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi in 1991, to file 
additional documents in 
their plea objecting to the 
Tamil Nadu government’s 
decision to release seven 
convicts in the case.

A bench of Justices 
Ranjan Gogoi, Navin Sin-
ha and K M Joseph listed 
the matter for further 
hearing after four weeks.

Advocate G Sivabal-
murugan, appearing for 
petitioner S Abbas and 
three others, said their 
writ has been pending 
since 2014 when they had 
challenged the first deci-
sion of then J Jayalalithaa-
led government to release 
the seven convicts.

He sought permission 
to file additional docu-
ments and amend the 
petition, saying recently, 
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has again decided 

to release these convicts.
After Sivabalmurugan 

said several orders have 
been passed by the apex 
court since 2014 with re-
gard to the case and he 
needed to put it on record, 
the bench asked him to file 
the additional documents.

S Abbas, now 35, was 
eight years old when his 
mother had died in the 
blast triggered by an LTTE 
suicide bomber in which 
the former Prime Minister 
was killed at Sriperumbu-
dur in Tamil Nadu on May 
21, 1991.

On Sep. 6, in a sepa-
rate case, the apex court 
had asked the Tamil Nadu 
Governor to consider the 
mercy petition of A G Per-
arivalan, a convict in the 
1991 Rajiv Gandhi assas-
sination case.

The Centre had on 
Aug. 10 told the apex 
court that it does not con-
cur with the Tamil Nadu 
government’s proposal of 
2014 to release the seven 
convicts in the Rajiv Gan-

dhi assassination case, 
claiming remission of 
their sentence will set a 
“dangerous precedent” 
and have “international 
ramifications”.

On August 20, 47-year 
old Perarivalan alias Arivu 
had told the apex court 
that no decision has been 
taken as yet on his mercy 
petition filed before the 
Tamil Nadu Governor 
over two years ago under 
Article 161 of the Consti-
tution. He had filed the 
petition on December 30, 
2015, saying he had suf-
fered over 24 years of soli-
tary/single confinement.

He was charged with 
supplying a 9-volt battery 
which was allegedly used 
for the belt bomb that 
had killed Gandhi and 14 
others.

Convicts Perarivalan, 
V Sriharan alias Murugan, 
T Suthendraraja alias San-
tham, Jayakumar, Robert 
Payas, P Ravichandaran 
and Nalini have been in 
jail for more than 25 years.

Rajiv Gandhi was as-
sassinated on the night of 
May 21, 1991 at Sriperum-
budur in Tamil Nadu by a 
woman suicide bomber, 
identified as Dhanu, at 
an election rally. Fourteen 
others, including Dhanu 
herself, were also killed.

This was perhaps the 
first case of suicide bomb-
ing which had claimed the 
life of a high-profile global 
leader.

The apex court had on 
February 18, 2014, com-
muted the death sentence 
of three convicts - Muru-
gan, Santhan and Perar-
ivalan - citing inordinate 
delay by the executive in 
deciding their mercy plea.

After Gandhi’s assas-
sination, the probe was 
transferred from the state 
police to a Special Inves-
tigation Team of the CBI 
at the request of the Tamil 
Nadu government.

The SIT had named 41 
accused in their charge 
sheets - including 12, who 
died in the blast and three 

who were absconding - 
before a TADA court in 
Chennai. The prolonged 
trial culminated in 1998, 
when the TADA court sen-
tenced 26 of the accused 
to death.

In May 1999, the apex 
court had upheld the 
death sentence of four, 
including Murugan, San-
tham, Perarivalan and Na-
lini, commuted the death 
sentence of three to life, 
and freed the remaining 
19.

In April 2000, the Tamil 
Nadu Governor had com-
muted the death sentence 
of Nalini on the basis of 
state government’s rec-
ommendation and an ap-
peal by Rajiv’s wife and 
then Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi.

The death sentences 
of the remaining three 
convicts were commuted 
in Feb. 2014 by the apex 
court on grounds of in-
ordinate delay of 11 years 
in deciding their mercy 
petitions.

the Prime Minister was 
amidst them. 

After spending some 
30 minutes with the chil-
dren, the he drove back to 
Dereka where he would 
be spending the night at a 
guest house.

The Prime Minister 
earlier had a brief inter-
action with Aanganwadi 
workers who carried ban-
ners to thank Modi for in-
creasing their daily wages. 
He mingled with them 
freely and enquired about 

their work, families and 
their issues. He also told 
them that they should be-
come “Yashoda Maiyya” 
for thousands of children 
who need attention and 
better healthcare.

Modi is scheduled to 
meet some students of the 
Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU) late in the evening. 
Some local party lead-
ers and workers are also 
scheduled to meet the 
Prime Minister, apprise 
him of some local issues 

and wish him on his 68th 
birthday. He will also be 
paying a late-night visit to 
the famous Kashi Vishwa-
nath temple and seek the 
blessings of Lord Shiva.

Prime Minister Modi 
has been a regular visitor 
to the temple.

He is scheduled to gift 
many projects worth over 
Rs 500 crore to the people 
of his parliamentary con-
stituency on Tuesday. 

The entire city has 
been decked up on the 

occasion. A large 68-kg 
cake of “laddoos” was cut 
by burqa-clad women at 
the Azam Park in Lahura-
bir locality here. Many 
of the women were from 
the minority wing of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP).

The women also sang 
the happy birthday song 
for their MP and prayed 
for his long and healthy 
life. The intellectual wing 
of the ruling party held 
a 108-litre “Kesar Jal” 
“Rudrabhishek” along 
with milk of the holy 
Ganga river at the Ah-
ilyabai Ghat and prayers 
were held for a long life 
of Modi.

A “68-Kundalini Ma-
hayajna” was also organ-
ized at the Panini Girls 
Degree College.

Girls took part in this 
yajna and offered “Aa-
hutis” as they said Prime 
Minister Modi has done a 
lot of things for empower-
ment of girls. Girl students 
also held a birthday bash 
for the Prime Minister 
at the Agrasen Kanya PG 
College’s Bulanala cam-
pus. Cake was distributed 
on this occasion.

Some schools and col-
leges have undertaken a 
cleanliness drive and pro-
grammes of Yoga to mark 
the birthday of Modi. Tea 
parties have also been 
organized in some locali-
ties.
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News IN BrIef
Over 100 killed in Nigeria floods
Abuja, Sep. 17 (IANS): Over 100 people have died and 
thousands have been displaced in floods in Nigeria, 
authorities said. The National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (Nema) said heavy rains caused the Niger 
River and Benue River to overflow, resulting in a series 
of floods across the country over two weeks, with rural 
areas most vulnerable. The government urged residents 
along waterways to relocate to safe places, the BBC 
reported on Monday. Vast swathes of farmlands were 
destroyed by the floods in central and southern Nigeria. 
Nema Director Mustapha Yunusa Maihaja said that the 
worst hit was Niger state, where more than 40 people 
died.

Russia: Missile that shot down 
flight MH17 was Ukrainian
Moscow, Sep. 17 (PTI/AP): The Russian military says 
the missile that shot down Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
came from the arsenals of the Ukrainian army, not from 
Russia. The passenger jet was shot down by a Soviet-
made missile over rebel-held eastern Ukraine in July 
2014, killing all 298 people aboard. The Netherlands 
and Australia announced in May that they believe the 
missile was transported to Ukraine from a military unit 
in the Russian city of Kursk. Russia has vehemently de-
nied involvement. Lt. Gen. Nikolai Parshin, chief of the 
Missile and Artillery Directorate at the Russian Defense 
Ministry, told reporters on Monday that the military had 
studied archives at the research center that produced 
the Buk missiles.  

15 killed as Florence pounds US 
East Coast
Washington, Sep. 17 (IANS): At least 15 people have 
been killed in North Carolina and South Carolina in the 
United States as a result of Hurricane Florence which 
is downgraded to a tropical storm. The weakened Flor-
ence is still battering the region with heavy rain on Sun-
day, causing “catastrophic” flooding and leaving more 
than one million homes without power. More than 900 
people have been rescued from the rising floodwaters 
by local authorities, volunteers and the US Coast Guard 
since Friday morning. 

Myanmar calls for efforts to reduce 
ozone layer depletion
Naypyidaw, Sep. 17 (IANS): A Myanmar top official 
has called for all-inclusive efforts to lessen substances 
that cause ozone layer depletion, authorities said on 
Monday. Observing World Ozone Day here on Sunday, 
Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental Con-
servation U Ohn Win urged for efforts to alleviate the ill 
impacts of climate change and sustainable improve-
ment of the natural environment and atmosphere for 
future generations, reports Xinhua news agency.  In 
addition, talks on awareness of the Ozone layer was 
also held at schools in the capital. Myanmar has laid 
down strategies and is implementing them to reduce 
hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC) in the atmosphere 
with the assistance of the UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) and the UN Industrial Development Organisa-
tion (UNIDO). 

Trump’s Supreme Court pick ready 
to testify over sex assault allegation
Washington, Sep. 17 (PTI/AFP): US President Donald 
Trump’s conservative Supreme Court pick, Brett Ka-
vanaugh, struck back Monday at an allegation that he 
committed sexual assault as a teenager, saying he was 
ready to “defend my integrity” before the Senate. “I have 
never done anything like what the accuser describes 
- to her or to anyone,” Kavanaugh said in a statement 
released by the White House in response to the accusa-
tion made by a California college professor. 

AP/PTI

Rescuers assist a mother and her child as they evacuate to safer grounds following landslides that hit Itogon town-
ship, Benguet province in the northern Philippines due to Typhoon Mangkhut Sunday, Sept. 16, 2018. The landslides 
buried dozens of miners and isolated the township. 

Pakistan launches initiative with UK 
for repatriation of ‘looted wealth’

Sharifs sent back to jail after end of parole

Typhoon Mangkhut toll in Philippines increases to 65

EU, non-EU nationals to face similar 
post-Brexit immigration rules — May

Mexico confident of Nafta deal by year end

Iran urges Europe to save 
nuclear deal after US exit

Islamabad, Sep. 17 (IANS): 
Pakistani Law Minister 
Farogh Naseem and British 
Home Secretary Sajid Javid 
on Monday announced a 
joint justice and account-
ability initiative aimed at 
repatriating “the looted 
wealth of the country”.

The initiative, which 
the duo insisted will not 
target individuals but was 
a broader arrangement 
between the two govern-
ments to collaborate for 
the elimination of a variety 
of crimes, was launched 
during Javid’s visit to Is-
lamabad, Dawn online 
reported.

“The aim of this dec-
laration is to bring back 
the looted wealth of the 
country,” said Shahzad 
Akbar, the Special Assist-
ant to the Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister on Accountabil-
ity, adding that “the agree-
ment on exchange of con-

victed personnel will also 
be renewed”. The British 

Home Secretary said that 
the eradicating the scourge 

of corruption was the top 
priority of both nations.

“When it comes to cor-
rupt individuals, we have 
deepened our coopera-
tion. The UK is not reluc-
tant in helping Pakistan, 
there is good cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries,” Javid said while ad-
dressing a joint press con-
ference with Naseem.

“We have not dis-
cussed individual cases,” 
the Pakistan Minister said, 
refusing to comment on 
the extradition of former 
Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar, absconding in a cor-
ruption investigation, and 
former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif’s sons Has-
san and Hussain Nawaz 
-- declared absconders in 
a corruption reference that 
sent their father to jail.

Javid said that London 
also wanted to work to-
gether with Islamabad in 
the anti-terror fight and 
that British firms were ex-

ploring investment op-
tions in Pakistan.

“We will assist Pakistan 
in the education and de-
fence projects in whatever 
capacity we can,” said the 
Home Secretary during his 
maiden visit to Pakistan.

Earlier in the day, For-
eign Minister Shah Me-
hmood Qureshi while 
meeting Javid at the For-
eign Office, stressed on 
the need for expansion in 
cooperation between Pa-
kistan and the UK.

The two had discussed 
various aspects of regional 
and bilateral cooperation, 
particularly regional secu-
rity, counter-terrorism, or-
ganised crime, migration, 
human trafficking, money 
laundering and asset re-
covery. The two countries 
closely cooperate under 
the institutional frame-
work of the Enhanced Stra-
tegic Dialogue.

Lahore, Sep. 17 (PTI): Pakistan’s former 
premier Nawaz Sharif, his daughter and 
son-in-law were sent back to the jail on 
Monday after the end their five-day parole 
to attend the funeral of Begum Kulsoom 
who died last week in London after bat-
tling with cancer.

Sharif, his daughter Maryam and 
son-in-law Capt (retd) M Safdar, cur-
rently serving jail terms in the Adiala Jail 
in Rawalpindi after being convicted by an 
accountability court in a corruption case 
in July, were granted five-day parole on 
Wednesday.

The Sharifs had been sent to the jail 
two months ago in the corruption case re-
lated to their purchase of four luxury flats 
in Avenfield House in London. 

The three left their Jati Umra resi-
dence in the afternoon for the Lahore 
airport amid high security. A special plane 
transported them to Nur Khan airbase 
Rawalpindi from where they were shifted 
to the Adiala Jail. Shahbaz Sharif also ac-
companied them till Rawalpindi. 

Shahbaz tried to extend their parole 
till Kulsoom’s chehlum, a ceremony that 
is held on the 40th day after the demise. 

During the parole, a number of politi-
cians and foreign dignitaries visited Sharif 
to condole the demise of Kulsoom.

“I regret that I was not with Kulsoom 
during the last days of her life,” Sharif told 
former president and PPP co-chairman 
Asif Ali Zardari who went to his residence 
to condole the death of Kulsoom.

Sharif said he had been in a solitary 
confinement.

“I am allowed to meet with daughter 
Maryam once a week,” he said. 

The three were released on 12-hour 
parole Kulsoom, passed away on Tuesday 
after a year-long battle with throat cancer. 

Kulsoom was laid to rest on Friday at 
the Sharif family’s Jati Umra residence 
here next to the graves of her father-in-
law Mian Sharif and brother-in-law Abbas 
Sharif. 

The Accountability Court Islamabad 
in July this year sentenced Sharif, Maryam 
Nawaz and Safdar 10, 7 and two years im-
prisonment respectively in the Avenfield 
properties case. 

The Supreme Court last year dis-
qualified Sharif from holding the office of 
prime minister after the Panama Papers 
scandal.

Manila, Sep. 17 (IANS): The 
death toll from super typhoon 
Mangkhut has increased to 
65 in the Philippines while 64 
people were injured and 43 
remain missing, police said 
on Monday.

The Philippines National 
Police (PNP) said 54 of the 
fatalities were from the Cor-
dillera Administrative Region 
(CAR) in Luzon island while 
seven were from Cagayan Val-
ley, two in central Luzon and 
one each in Ilocos and Metro 
Manila, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

The CAR, one of the 
worst-hit areas, is the only 
land-locked region of the 
Philippines. 

Presidential adviser Fran-
cis Tolentino said search and 

rescue operations continued 
to find the missing people es-
pecially in Itogon town where 
people, mostly miners and 
their families, are still feared 
trapped after a landslide in 
the remote village of Ucab.

Mangkhut, which made 
landfall on Saturday morning 
in the northern Philippines, 
exited this Southeast Asian 
country later in the night. 

However, the strongest ty-
phoon in the region so far this 
year left a trail of destruction 
across the Philippines main 
Luzon island.

The Philippines Nation-
al Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Council 
said nearly 220,000 residents 
were still being served in-
side and outside evacuation 

centres provided by local 
governments until Monday 
morning. The government 
declared a state of emergency 
in seven provinces and cities 
due to the typhoon.

Mangkhut is the 15th ty-
phoon to slam the Philip-
pines so far this year. 

Typhoons hit the Philip-
pines around 19 times a year, 
bringing strong winds and 
heavy rain, resulting in flood-
ing, damage to crops, houses 
and buildings, and deaths.

In 2013, super typhoon 
Haiyan devastated the central 
Philippines, killing more than 
6,000 people. 

In 2009, typhoon Ketsana 
caused massive flooding in 
Metro Manila, killing more 
than 700 people.

London, Sep. 17 (PTI): Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa 
May on Monday gave the 
first major indication that 
immigration rules for non-
EU citizens such as Indians 
are set to be closely aligned 
with those for European 
Union nationals once Brit-
ain has left the economic 
bloc by next year.

The UK is at present 
bound by the EU’s freedom 
of movement rules, which 
offers nationals from the 
27 EU member-countries 
an automatic right to work 
and settle in Britain.

On the other hand, 
non-EU countries like In-
dia are subject to a strict 
visa regime and quotas 
under specific categories. 
In an interview with the 
BBC, the prime minister 
said that the vote in favour 
of Brexit in the June 2016 
referendum was a vote to 
end this dual system of 
migration.

“The message from the 
British people was very 
simple. It was they didn’t 
want a situation where they 
could see people coming 
from the European Union 
having those automatic 
rights in terms of coming 

here to the United King-
dom, and a set of rules for 
people outside the Euro-
pean Union,” May said 
in response to a question 
about the UK’s post-Brexit 
immigration plans.

“What we will be do-
ing is putting forward a set 
of rules for people from 
the European Union and 
people from outside the 
European Union,” she said.

The government is set 
to publish its detailed im-
migration proposals in the 
coming months, which 
is widely expected to be 
a general toughening of 
stance on controlling the 
numbers that come into 
the country in line with the 
Conservative party’s target 
to reduce migration.

May has so far refused 
to rule out any post-Brexit 
preferential treatment for 
EU migrants, one of the 
issues which has deeply 
divided MPs and ministers 
within her own party.

“The pressures being 
put on our services by im-
migration from the EU has 
meant that tough limits 
have been put in place on 
immigration from outside 
the EU. This means that 

our relatives struggle to 
get visas to come to the 
UK for family celebra-
tions, restaurants cannot 
employ skilled chefs from 
abroad, our temples can-
not bring in priests, and 
we cannot bring people 
in for business, cultural or 
sporting events as well as 
the thousands of talented 
professionals like doctors, 
teachers and engineers,” 
said Gujarati-origin Priti 
Patel, former UK Cabinet 
minister and a prominent 
pro-Brexit campaigner.

“Once we take back 
control of our borders and 
‘Vote Leave’, we can have 
an immigration system 
that is fair to all and allows 
us to bring in the brightest 
and the best from across 
the world,” she said. Other 
Indian-origin pro-Brexit 
MPs, including Rishi Sunak 
the son-in-law of Infosys 
chief Narayana Murthy, 
and Goan-origin Suella 
Fernandes had joined Patel 
in signing an open letter in 
the lead up to the Brexit 
referendum making similar 
arguments on immigra-
tion, which marked one 
of the most contentious 
issues in the Brexit debate.

Mexico City, Sep. 17 (IANS): 
The Mexican government 
is confident that a new 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (Nafta) with 
Canada and the US will 
take place by December.

The government of 
President Enrique Pena 
Nieto is hoping to sign an 
updated version of the 
1994 trade accord before 
his six-year term ends on 
November 30, Xinhua news 
agency quoted presiden-
tial spokesman Eduardo 
Sanchez as saying on Sun-
day.

“We’re working on it. 

Hopefully this government 
will get to sign it,” Sanchez 
said on the sidelines of 
Mexico’s Independence 
Day parade.

On August 27, Mexico 
and the US reached an 
agreement in principle 
on a revamped deal, but 
to preserve the three-way 
agreement, those changes 
also require Canada’s ap-
proval. 

After US President 
Donald Trump took of-
fice, he insisted the deal 
be renegotiated to secure 
more favourable terms for 
American industry and 

workers, saying his ad-
ministration could pursue 
bilateral agreements with 
its two regional trade part-
ners if a trilateral deal is not 
successful. Sanchez denied 
rumours that Pena Nieto 
and Trump were to meet 
over the agreement next 
week in New York during 
the annual UN General As-
sembly sessions. 

Pena Nieto’s successor, 
Andres Manuel Lopez Ob-
rador, who takes office on 
December 1, has said he is 
in favour of Nafta and his 
advisers have been taking 
part in the negotiations. 

Vienna/Tehran, Sep. 17 (IANS): Iran’s nu-
clear chief on Monday called on European 
countries to take concrete steps to save the 
2015 nuclear agreement following the US 
withdrawal from the deal. 

Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran, during a 
speech to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, said he was en-
couraged by proposals from France, the UK 
and Germany but added further action was 
required, Efe news reported.

Iran and six world powers -- Russia, 
Britain, China, France, the US and Ger-
many -- struck the landmark deal over 
Iran’s nuclear programme, formally known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA).

Under the 2015 deal, Iran undertook to 
put limits on its nuclear programme in ex-
change for the removal of nuclear-related 
sanctions imposed against it.

However, US President Donald Trump 
decided to withdraw Washington from the 
deal on May 8 and re-impose sanctions, 
including oil embargo, on Iran.

Salehi warned that US policies jeop-
ardized peace and security in the Middle 
East, saying that the EU needed to fulfil 
its obligations during the gathering of the 
IAEA’s 62nd General Conference.

European countries have been working 
to keep the deal from collapsing through 
measures dedicated to guaranteeing the 
economic benefits for Iran that were part 
of the deal.

For his part, US Secretary of Energy 
Rick Perry asserted during the conference 
on Monday that the nuclear deal was de-
fective from the beginning.

The IAEA general conference is held 
to review the activities and policies of the 
UN agency, charged with ensuring global 
nuclear safety.

Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign Ministry 
ruled out the possibility of negotiations 
with the US over the enduring thorny is-
sues in the near future. 

Tehran would not again sit at the ne-
gotiation table with the “cheating” US gov-
ernment, Ministry spokesperson Bahram 
Qasemi said.

AP/PTI

In this photo released by the Press Information Department, Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, right, meets visiting British Home Secretary Sajid Javid at the Foreign Ministry in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, Monday, Sept. 17, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Pakistan’s former prime minister Nawaz Sharif takes 
blessings from his mother before leaving for Aidiala 
Jail Rawalpindi, Monday, Sep 17, 2018, to serve his 
10 years term in Avenfield corruption case. 

The storm hits mainland 
China, lashes Hong Kong

Beijing/Hong Kong, Sep. 17 (IANS): Typhoon 
Mangkhut, the world’s strongest storm this 
year, continued its path of destruction across 
Southeast Asia, reaching mainland China after 
pummeling Hong Kong and killing dozens in 
the Philippines, authorities said on Monday.

Mangkhut is now expected to move inland 
of China’s western Guangdong on Monday. 
While the storm has weakened, a T8 warning 
was still in place into Sunday evening -- mean-
ing that winds with speeds of about 63 kph were 
expected, CNN reported.

The storm has carved a deadly trail across 
the region, killing two people in southern China 
and at least 54 people in the Philippines, with 
more than 250,000 people affected. 

More than 2.45 million people have been 
evacuated in Guangdong as Mangkhut made 
landfall on Sunday night, according to Chinese 
state media.

Some 18,327 emergency shelters had been 
activated in the province, and that 632 tourism 
and 29,611 construction sites had been shut 
down.

As Mangkhut moved toward the Chinese 
mainland, Hong Kong was also buffeted by 
fierce winds that tore off roofs, downed trees 
and caused cranes perched atop half-built 
skyscrapers to swing ominously.

Hong Kong’s weather observatory issued 
its highest storm warning alert -- a signal T10 
-- and the normally bustling city was all but 
shut down as transport was suspended and tor-
rential rain flooded roads and buildings.

Winds of 173 kph and gusts of up to 223 kph 
were reported, stronger than Hurricane Flor-
ence that hit North Carolina over the weekend. 
There were no reported deaths in Hong Kong.

Airports in Shenzhen, a technology hub 
across the border from Hong Kong, and on the 
resort island of Hainan also cancelled all flights. 

Mangkhut is still expected to bring heavy 
rain to Hong Kong, with flood warnings in place 
for low-lying areas.
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Two members of the Alobo Naga and The Band, in scarves centre, share in a group photograph with members of the Chennai NCF after a show on Sep. 16 in Chennai. An update on Sep. 17 informed that Alobo Naga, the band’s singer, performed a few of his originals during the event, 
besides speaking about how God helped him achieve his dreams. 

EM Images

Members of the MTBA youth department perform a drama based on the Bible during “Sungbennangmen 2.18” (drama night) that was 
organised by Sungkomen Baptist Church’s youth ministry on Sep. 9. Members of Mokokchung Compound Baptist Church, Hineni ministry, 
DEF Baptist Church and Sungkomen youth department participated in the event, it was informed. The Sungbennangmen is a biennial event 
of the Sungkomen youth department.

Indian actress Priyanka Chopra says she’s asthamatic and there is nothing to hide about it.
Priyanka on Monday tweeted an ad campaign where she is seen talking about how asthama 
did not stop her from achieving the highs in her career.  “Those who know me well know that 
I’m an asthmatic. I mean, what’s to hide? I knew that I had to control my asthma before it 
controlled me. As long as I’ve got my inhaler, asthma can’t stop me from achieving my goals 
and living a ‘Berok Zindagi’,” she tweeted. On the Bollywood front, Priyanka is shooting for 
“The Sky Is Pink” with actor Farhan Akhtar and Zaira Wasim. The film, directed by Shonali 
Bose, is based on a true life story and will be shot in Mumbai, Delhi, London and the Anda-
mans. Juhi Chaturvedi is writing the dialogues and Pritam Chakraborty will be composing the 
music for the film, which is backed by Ronnie Screwvala and Siddharth Roy Kapur. (IANS)

I’m asthmatic, says Priyanka Chopra

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8pm: Manmarziyan

2pm, 6 pm: The Predator  (eng)

4 pm: The Nun(eng horror)

Moments of self-doubt taught 
me a lot, says Freida Pinto

Troye Sivan slams Eminem’s homophobic slur

Boyzone would like to 
team up with Spice Girls

Richard Gere, wife to welcome 
their first child together

For the lens

Heroic

F
reida Pinto says she never 
wanted to surrender to the In-
dian stereotype in Hollywood, 
which resulted in her saying no 
to a lot of big projects. 

The 33-year-old Indian actor, who 
started her Hollywood journey with 
Oscar-winning film “Slumdog Million-
aire”, says even though she knew it was 
the right decision, she went through a 
phase of “self doubt and anxiety”. 

“I made it very clear after ‘Slumdog...’ 
that I would have to carve my own path 
and also determine the path for the next 
generation of Indian actors. It was very 
important for me to not surrender to the 
Indian stereotype. 

“But there was a fear of missing out. 
There was a no formula, which I could 
follow. There was a phase in my career 
for two-and-half years where there was a 
lot anxiety and fear,” Freida told PTI in an 
interview. 

The actor, however, says those “mo-
ments of self-doubt” taught her a lot.

“I am exactly in a place where I want-
ed to be. This is exactly the space where I 
wanted to work. I always wanted to be a 
part of the content where focus is not on 
glamour and beauty but on real people.

“After having a huge start and then 
going through a phase of anxiety, I can 
truly say I am happy and content now. It 
was a great learning experience.” 

Freida believes the inclusivity drive 
and debate on representation of cultures, 
races and gender has made things better 
for artistes like her. 

“There is no better time to be in 
cinema or in television than right now. 
The time right now is such where a lot 
of producers and filmmakers are taking 
risks. Definitely in the West we have seen 
that happening with ‘The Crown’ or ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale’. In films also women are 
playing the lead and they are successful.” 

Under-representation of actors 
of colour in 2016 Academy Awards 
nominations ignited the debate 
around whitewashing and a year 
later the #MeToo movement 
brought a major shift in the 
politics around gender in 
Hollywood. 

The strong reaction 
from people within the 
industry pushed film-
makers and writers 
to focus on writing 
better parts for 
women and actors 
of colour.

Freida says 
the way 
Hol-
ly-

wood is evolving is commendable, and 
she feels privileged to witness the change. 

“I have seen representation in movies 
becoming a talking point in front of my 
eyes. I feel privileged as it was not pos-
sible once and within 10 years I have seen 
that change, which is monumental. 

“Probably even three years ago, the 
Asian representation was not taken seri-
ously. It is remarkable that we are talking 
about inclusion because for the longest 
time Asians on American television and 
in movies were never written seriously. 
For me, it is really phenomenal to see this 
change during my career.” 

Freida’s latest film to hit the theatres is 
“Love Sonia”. The actor says she is proud 
of the film directed by Tabrez Noorani. 

“I was probably one of the first actors 
to come on board. Tabrez (Noorani) is 
my good friend and he shared the 
script with me 10 years ago 
when I was shooting for 
‘Slumdog Millionaire’. 
I told him ‘I want to 
be a part of this film’. 
He asked me to read 
for other parts. I loved 
Rashmi’s character the 
most. 

“I am very proud of 
the film. Of all the 
film’s we have 
seen on human 
trafficking, I 
feel this is the 
most authen-
tic. It is just 
one of those 
films which 
looks so 
real,” she 
said.

PTI

A
ustralian singer Troye 
Sivan says that rapper 
Eminems use of a 
homophobic slur in his 
latest album “Kami-

kaze” is inexcusable.
“I don’t think there’s ever really 

a reason,” the singer told variety.
com. 

He added: “I just feel like some 

words are 
not meant 
for every-
one, or for 
anyone. 
It’s not 
that hard 
to respect that, so I just hope that 
people do.”

Sivan, who came out publicly 

as gay in a YouTube video in 2013, 
said forgiveness for actions like 
Eminem’s is possible, though not 
without some real work.

“I would like to believe that 
people can grow and change. I 

think that repeated behaviour is 
something that should be taken 
really seriously... I would love to 

believe that if the person showed 
enough genuine remorse and 
understanding of how they have 
hurt people and actively made 
strides to correct that - I would 
like to believe I can be fine with 
that person,” he said.

Eminem came under fire 
shortly after the release of “Ka-
mikaze”, as one track “The fall” 
includes the lyrics: “Tyler cre-
ate nothin’, I see why you called 
yourself a f--t, bitch”, in reference 
to rapper Tyler, the Creator.

He acknowledged that he had 
made a mistake in an interview: 
“I think the word that I called him 
on that song was one of the things 
where I felt like, ‘This might be 
too far’.”

He added: “Because in my 
quest to hurt him, I realise that I 
was hurting a lot of other people 
by saying it.”

IANS

A
ll-men band 
Boyzone have 
said they would 
like to join forc-
es with the Spice 

Girls to form a super group 
in the same way as Busted 
and McFly did when they 
created McBusted.

Boyzone features Ro-
nan Keating, Shane Lynch, 
Mikey Graham and Keith 
Duffy, who are planning to 
call time on their 25-year 
career after a final tour in 
2019.

Duffy quipped: “We’ve 
spoken to the girls - and 
this is an exclusive - we are 
going do a SpiceZone, like 
the McBusted thing. All of 
them (will do it)!”

The Spice Girls reunion 
has been shrouded in 
mystery, with no definite 
plans in place but Keat-
ing believes Geri Horner, 
Emma Bunton, Mel C and 

Mel B will be reuniting 
without Victoria Beckham, 
and even with a reduced 
line-up, he thinks it will be 
“great” to have them back, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

He said: “I believe they 
are getting back without 
Posh and I think it’s great 
to have the girls back in 
whatever shape, the music 
was brilliant, it was a very 
important time for pop 
music, Take That, Boyzone 
and the Spice Girls, and 
they were a phenomenon, 
they were huge globally, 
the movement, girl power, 
was a brilliant thing so it 
will be great to have them 
back.” 

Meanwhile, the “No 
matter what” group have 
promised fans attending 
their final tour will get to 
hear everything they want 
to.

IANS

A
ctor Richard Gere 
and his wife Ale-
jandra are expect-
ing their first child 
together and received 

a special blessing on their 
upcoming arrival from Tibetan 
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama.

The 69-year-old actor and 
the 35-year-old Spanish publi-
cist and activist married in April. 

Alejandra posted on her 
Instagram page on Sunday a 
photograph of her and Richard 
meeting the Dalai Lama, who is 
putting his hand over her baby 

bump while holding her other 
hand, reports eonline.com.

“Just a few moments ago... 
Getting blessings for our pre-
cious to come..” she wrote.

This will be the second child 
for both Richard, a practic-
ing Tibetan Buddhist who has 
met the Dalai Lama before, 
and Alejandra.  The actor has 
an 18-year-old son, Homer, 
from a previous marriage. His 
wife, who is his third, also has a 
five-year-old son, Albert, from a 
previous marriage.

IANS
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Rafael Nadal 

The players of the inaugural match of Pochury Black Day Memorial Cup with Phek DC and others 
in Meluri on Mon. Sep. 17.

Members of St.Joseph Higher Secondary School pose for lens with the overall champion’s trophy.

British rider Simon Yates of 
the Mitchelton-Scott team 
celebrates on the podium after 
winning the La Vuelta cycling 
race in Madrid, Spain on Sep. 
16.

Virat Kohli and Mirabai Chanu

Akokla Tzudi (middle row; standing second from right) along with the boxers’ and coaches pose for a photo at 
the 13th International Silesian Women’s Boxing Championship event in Poland.

FC Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, second left, controls the ball during the Spanish La Liga soccer match against Real 
Sociedad at the Anoeta stadium, in San Sebastian, northern Spain on Sep. 15.

India captain Virat Kohli recommended 
for Khel Ratna along with Mirabai Chanu

Nadal maintains ATP rankings top spot

Naga female boxing coach 
represents India in Poland

Barcelona still far from its best despite perfect start

Inter-school meet at Chumukedima concludes

Cyclist Yates wins 2018 Vuelta, 
Viviani earns final stage

Girls U-14 
football selection

Pochury black day memorial cup underway

New Delhi, Sep. 17 (PTI): 
Indian cricket captain Virat 
Kohli and world cham-
pion weightlifter Mirabai 
Chanu were Monday joint-
ly recommended for the 
country’s highest sporting 
honour -- the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna award.

Kohli will become the 
third Indian cricketer af-
ter legendary Sachin Ten-
dulkar (1997) and the tal-
ismanic former captain 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
(2007) once the sports min-
istry officially accepts the 
committee’s recommen-
dation.

“Yes, Virat Kohli and 
Mirabai Chanu’s names 
have been recommended 
by the awards committee,” 
a top source told PTI on 
condition of anonymity.

It is learnt that India’s 
top male shuttler Kidambi 
Srikanth was in conten-
tion for his good show in 
the Super Series Circuit 
last year but lost out to the 
24-year-old Chanu, who is 
the reigning world cham-
pion in the 48kg category 
with a world record to boot. 

Kohli, the world’s No.1 

Test batsman as per the ICC 
rankings, has been in stu-
pendous form for the past 
three years and missed out 
despite nominations in the 
years 2016 and 2017.

The 29-year-old cur-
rently has 6147 runs in 71 
Tests with 23 centuries and 
9779 runs in 211 ODIs, in-
cluding 35 tons.

With a combined 58 
tons in international crick-
et, he is only second to Sa-

chin Tendulkar (100) in the 
list of century-scorers in 
international cricket.

The BCCI has been 
nominating Kohli for the 
Khel Ratna for the past 
three years but in 2016, it 
was given to Sakshi Malik, 
PV Sindhu and Deepa Kar-
makar for their good show 
at the Rio Olympic Games.

Last year, the Khel Rat-
na was awarded to former 
India hockey captain Sar-

dar Singh and para-athlete 
Devendra Jhajharia. 

Kohli is one of those 
rare sportspersons, who 
has received Padma Shri 
award (2017) before Khel 
Ratna. This year, Kohli was 
a favourite after having led 
India to victories against 
England and Australia 
at home and away wins 
against West Indies and Sri 
Lanka.

The Indian team has 

Madrid, Sep. 17 (AP): De-
spite another win and a 
perfect record to start the 
Spanish league, there is 
reason for concern ahead 
of Barcelona’s Champions 
League debut this week.

The defending league 
champions had another 
lackluster performance in 
its 2-1 come-from-behind 
win at Real Sociedad on 
Saturday, creating a bit of 
worry ahead of its match 
against PSV Eindhoven on 
Tuesday.

Succeeding in  the 
Champions League is one 
of Barcelona’s main goals 
this season after struggling 
in the European competi-
tion in recent years, failing 
to make it past the quar-
terfinals in three straight 
seasons.

‘’I’m a little bit worried, 
just a little bit,’’ Barcelona 
coach Ernesto Valverde 
said after Saturday’s victory, 
which kept the team at the 
top of the Spanish league 
standings with 12 points 
from four matches. ‘’It’s ob-
vious that there are things 
that can be improved.’’

Barcelona had a dif-
ficult time controlling the 

game and gave away nu-
merous chances through-
out the match at Anoeta 
Stadium. Luis Suarez and 
Ousmane Dembele scored 
goals three minutes apart 
in the second half to save 
the team after it conceded 
early. An outstanding game 
by goalkeeper Marc-Andre 
ter Stegen also helped the 
team secure the victory. 
He made two great saves 
in one-on-one situations 
while Barcelona still trailed 
early in the second half.

It wasn’t the first time 
Barcelona struggled this 
season. The team has 
been inconsistent despite 
its good results, and even 
Lionel Messi has played 
below expectations in some 
matches.

Barcelona also faced 
difficulties in a 1-0 win at 
Valladolid, the small pro-
moted club which has yet 
to win or score a goal in four 
matches. Barcelona’s home 
wins were more comfort-
able - 3-0 against Alaves 
and 8-2 against Huesca, a 
newcomer to the first divi-
sion this season.

Barcelona is in Group B 
in the Champions League, 

also won limited-overs se-
ries in South Africa under 
Kohli’s leadership.

He is a member of the 
2011 ICC World Cup and 
the 2013 ICC Champions 
Trophy winning team. He 
also led the team to the fi-
nals of the 2017 ICC Cham-
pions Trophy. 

Kohli has also been 
the recipient of ICC’s ‘ODI 
Cricketer of the Year’ in 
2012 and 2017 along with 
the sport’s highest honour 
-- the ICC Cricketer of the 
Year. Kohli has won the 
Indian Cricketer of the Year 
on five occasions. 

He ended the recent 
England series with a phe-
nomenal 593 runs even 
though it was not consid-
ered in the selection cycle.

For Chanu, the award 
comes as a massive mo-
rale-booster as she is cur-
rently recovering from a 
lower back injury, which 
forced her to skip the Asian 
Games in Jakarta. She is the 
current Commonwealth 
Games gold-medallist and 
India’s only medal hope in 
weightlifting going into the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Madrid, Sep. 17 (IANS): 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal main-
tained the No. 1 spot in 
the men’s Association of 
Tennis Professionals (ATP) 
world singles rankings re-
leased on Monday with 
8,760 points, ahead of Swit-
zerland’s Roger Federer.

The Spaniard contin-
ued to lead the rankings de-

spite his forced retirement 
at the US Open over a knee 
injury, which also made 
him miss the Davis Cup 
semifinal against France on 
Sunday, reports Efe news.

Top-10 list witnessed 
no change as Serbia’s Novak 
Djokovic is still occupying 
the third position, followed 
by Juan Martin del Potro of 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 17: Akokla Tzudi, a Naga fe-
male boxing coach represented India at the 
13th International Silesian Women’s Boxing 
Championship (ISWBC; junior). The event 
was conducted at Gliwice in Poland from 
August 9 till the 15th. 

The Boxing Federation of India sent 
13 boxers and four coaches, including 
Tzudi, to participate in the championship. 
The team secured the first position after 
defeating the host, Poland, winning six 
gold medals, six silver medals, and one 
bronze medal. This was stated in an update 
received through a press release from the 
Nagaland Amateur Boxing Association 
(NABA) on Mon. Sep. 17.

In May 2016, Tzudi became the ‘first 
star national boxing coach’ from Nagaland 
to be part of the International Boxing As-
sociation, originally known as’ Association 
Internationale de Boxe Amateur’ (AIBA), 
based in Switzerland.

While speaking to Eastern Mirror on 
Monday, Tzudi said that the contenders 
for ISWBC are selected during national 
championship. Further, the selected fight-
ers undergo a one month training camp 
in India whereby the ‘number one’ player 
gets the privilege for the international tour.

Talking about her experience in the 

international event to this report, Tzudi 
exclaimed that the young contenders in 
Poland were well trained and all set at a 
very young age. 

“In our state, Nagaland, the parents 
hardly knows about sports and they show 
no interest in motivating their children in 
sports at a young age. Instead, they let them 
focus on their studies,” she sighed while 
adding that ‘studies are important, yet 
youngsters in Poland are keener towards 
sports at a very young age. They are well 
trained-up to achieve their goals.’

“I wish that our state has the same in-
terest in bringing up their kids into sports,” 
she said.

Tzudi asserted by saying, “It is not only 
boxing but there are lots of sports which 
can bring a brighter future. If parents could 
show an interest in sports and let their chil-
dren take part, someday or the other, they 
will be able to see their kids taking part in 
an international level, bringing laurel not 
only for the country but to our state and 
their community.”

Tzudi is currently working as a police 
and a boxing coach for the Director General 
of Police sports team in Chumukedima. 

Meanwhile, the NABA congratulated 
Akokla Tzudi for getting empanelled as 
AIBA 1-star national boxing coach.

Dimapur Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The Chumukedima Inter-
School meet organised by 
the Chumukedima Town 
Students’ Union (CTSU) 
which was held at the 1st 
NAP ground concluded on 

Sep. 15. This was stated in 
a press statement received 
here on Monday.

24 schools comprising 
of both high school and and 
higher secondary schools 
from within Chumukedima 

area participated in various 
events such as football, vol-
leyball and tug of war. 

Vikluto John NPS Com-
mandant 1st NAP who 
graced the closing ceremo-
ny as the patron lauded the 

budding participants for 
exhibiting their best spirit 
of competition and enthu-
siasm in various events.

Both the boys and girls 
who excelled in various 
events were rewarded for 

Argentina.
Meanwhile, Argentine 

Guido Andreozzi rocketed 
11 places to the 97th, fol-
lowing his victory at the Pe-
kao Szczecin Open played 
at Szczecin, Poland against 
Alejandro Davidovich Fo-
kina of Spain 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

The current top-10 ATP 
rankings and point scores 
are as follows:
1. Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
8,760 Points
2. Roger Federer (Switzer-
land) 6,900
3. Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
6,445
4. Juan Martin del Potro 
(Argentina) 5,980
5. Alexander Zverev (Ger-
many) 4,890
6. Marin Cilic (Croatia) 
4,715
7. Grigor Dimitrov (Bul-
garia) 3,755
8. Dominic Thiem (Austria) 
3,665
9. Kevin Anderson (South 
Africa) 3,595
10. John Isner (US) 3,470.

along with PSV, Inter Milan 
and Tottenham.
Scoring help
Atletico Madrid endured 
another disappointing re-
sult on Saturday, drawing 
with Eibar 1-1 at home to 
remain far from the leaders 
at the top of the standings.

But fans celebrated the 
successful debut of teenag-
er Borja Garces, who scored 

the stoppage-time equal-
izer and could become a 
solution to the team’s scor-
ing struggles early in the 
season.

Atletico has scored only 
three goals in four league 
matches, with Diego Costa 
yet to find the net.

‘’We have to take it 
slowly with him,’’ Simeone 
said of Borja. ‘’But he is that 

type of player who has goals 
in him.’’

Atletico, which was 
coming off a loss at Celta 
Vigo, has only five points 
in what has been its worst 
league start since 2009.
Vinicius plea
Vinicius Junior continues to 
make his case for a chance 
with Real Madrid’s main 
squad.

Madrid, Sep. 17 (IANS): 
United Kingdom cyclist 
Simon Yates (Mitchelton-
Scott) has been crowned 
champion of the 2018 
Vuelta a Espana, while 
Italy’s Elia Viviani (Quick 
Step) won the 21st and final 
stage, claiming his third 
victory in this year’s edition 
of the race.

Viviani, 29, was the first 
to cross the finish line in 
the 100.9-kilometer (62.7-
mile) stage from Alcorcon 
to Madrid with a time of 
two hours, 21 minutes and 
28 seconds on Sunday, re-
ports Efe news. Three-time 
world champion Peter 
Sagan (Bora) of Slovakia 
came in second, ahead of 
third-placed Giacomo Niz-
zolo (Trek) of Italy.

Although Yates, 26, 
finished the stage in the 
32nd spot, he maintained 
himself in the top spot 
of the general classifica-
tion, claiming the 73rd La 
Vuelta title.

The 2018 edition is 
the “first Grand Tour suc-
cess” for Yates and “the 
fifth in a row for British 

A day after Madrid 
struggled in a 1-1 draw at 
Athletic Bilbao in the Span-
ish league, the Brazilian 
teenager played well again 
with the ‘’B’’ team, scoring 
his third goal of the season 
in the lower tier.

He also nearly scored 
what would have been a 
beautiful goal after a re-
markable run in which he 
cleared three defenders 
before having his shot hit 
the crossbar. It was a play 
that reminded some of 
Robinho, the former Brazil 
forward to whom Vinicius 
is often compared.

Madrid spent about 45 
million euros ($52 million) 
for the promising teenager 
last year even though he 
had played mostly with the 
youth squads of Brazilian 
club Flamengo. Madrid is 
taking it slowly with Vini-
cius, but fans have already 
been calling for his pres-
ence in the main team.

Madrid coach Julen 
Lopetegui was reportedly 
watching Vinicius’ match 
on Sunday, so the player’s 
chances of moving up to 
the main team have cer-
tainly increased.

riders,” according to the 
official Vuelta a España 
Web site. Furthermore, 
Yates’ victory made his-
tory for his country as 2018 
has become an incredible 
year for UK riders, with 
Chris Froome and Geraint 
Thomas having earlier 
won the Giro d’Italia and 
Tour de France, respec-
tively.

their outstanding achieve-
ments in the tournament. 

The overall champion 
of the tournament was 
awarded to St. Joseph 
Higher Secondary School 
Chumukedima. Patkai 
Higher Secondary School 
won the football (senior) 
and Mt. Mary Higher Sec-
ondary School won the 
football (junior). Shikinah 
High School won the girls 
volleyball. Girls’ junior tug 
of war was won by St. Jo-
seph Higher Secondary 
School and NPCS won the 
boys’ tug of war.

On the final day, a mar-
athon race was held where 
Patkai Higher Second-
ary School and St Gabriel 
Higher Secondary School 
emerged as the champi-
ons from amongst the 24 
schools.

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): The de-
partment of youth resources and 
sport, district sports office Kohima 
issued a press release on Monday 
stating that it will be conducting a 
selection test for girls U-14 football 
on Sep. 20 at the I.G Stadium hockey 
ground, Kohima from 9am to rep-
resent the district team at the forth 
coming catch them young tourna-
ment state level (U-14) at Kohima. 
Interested girls football players are 
informed to come to the venue for 
the selection test stated the press 
release.

Dimapur, Sep. 17 (EMN): 
The 8th edition of Po-
chury Black Day Memori-
al Cup under the aegis of 
Pochury Students’ Union 
(PSU) got underway at 
Meluri town under Phek 
district on Monday.

The event was for-
mally inaugurated by 
Phek Deputy Commis-
sioner Orenthung Lotha 
as special guest, stated 
an update received here 
on Monday. MLA Yitachu 
will attend the grand fi-
nale on Sep. 22.
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Vanguard FC, Nerhema FC, Naga 
Terriers, and Green Club enter semis

Hazard can be Premier League 
top-scorer, says Chelsea's Sarri

Captain N. Kenguruse Memorial Football Tournament

EM Images

Kimiyeto Assumi of Green Club, right, celebrates after scoring the first goal 
against Longleng District Club at the Kohima local ground on on Monday.

Chelsea forward Eden Hazard has been tipped to win the Premier League 
Golden Boot by his manager Maurizio Sarri.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 17 (EMN): De-
fending champions Vanguard 
FC came from behind to beat 
Kohima district champions 
Khriekesa FC 2-1 in the quar-
terfinal match at the ongoing 
Captain Kenguruse Memo-
rial Football Tournament (state 
level) here at the Kohima local 
ground on Monday.

Captain Yhanshalo Kemp 
came to the rescue for Van-
guard team again; as he scored 
the winning goal in extra min-
ute time to help his team enter 
the semi-finals.

Kwetelhi Thopi’s goal for 
Khriekesa FC was not enough 
as the team conceded a late 
goal in the injury added time 
for Sanyem Konyak to score 
and take the match into the 
extra time.

Yhanshalo then found the 
back of the net in the 84th 

minute during the extra time. 
The goal was enough as the 
team held on for the win and 
proved costly for Khriekesa 
team as they suffered a defeat 
against the defending cham-
pions and was knocked out of 
the tournament.

While Kimiyeto Assumi, 
the captain of Green Club, 
Zunheboto scored four goals 
as they overpowered Longleng 
District Club 5-0 to enter the 
semi-finals.

Green Club relied on set 
pieces to score and poor de-
fending for Longleng team 
helped the team to score four 
goals successively in the sec-
ond half.  Assumi scored in 
the 48th, 53th, 66th and 77th 
minute and Mughahuto Chi-
shi added a goal in the 68th 
minute.

Vanguard FC will take on 
Green Club FC in the first semi-

London, Sep. 17 (AFP): Eden 
Hazard can score 40 goals this 
season and win the Premier 
League Golden Boot, accord-
ing to Chelsea boss Maurizio 
Sarri after the Belgium forward 
scored a hat-trick to maintain 
the club's perfect start to the 
season.

Sarri believes Hazard can 
become the best player in 
Europe and outstrip even arch 
poachers Harry Kane and Mo-
hamed Salah following his 
three goals in a 4-1 victory 
against Cardiff on Saturday.

"We have spoken and I told 
him he can score 40 goals," 
said the former Napoli man-
ager. "He has to improve some 
things, but he can do it."

Hazard himself has hailed 
Olivier Giroud as the world's 
best target man after the World 
Cup-winning striker laid on 
two goals for him.

Giroud is yet to find the 
net for Chelsea this season but 
already has three assists in five 
Premier League games while 
Hazard has found the net five 
times.

And the 27-year-old paid 
tribute to the Frenchman for 
creating his first two goals at 
Stamford Bridge on Saturday.

"Olivier's a target man, 

maybe the best in the world, I 
think so," said Hazard.

"When he gets the ball he 
can hold the ball and we can go 
in deep with him, so for us it's 
a pleasure to play with him."

Despite Chelsea's fluency 
in attack, Sarri is aware the 
Stamford Bridge team must 
improve their defending.

The Italian boss wants 
to turn Chelsea into the best 
team in England but says Liv-
erpool and defending cham-
pions Manchester City will be 
the league's pacesetters.

"Eight players joined us 
this summer," he said. "So 
I think it's normal that in 
this period we have some 
defensive problems. We can 
cope with the problems with 
the quality in the offensive 
phase, but not in the defen-
sive phase.

"So I have to organise bet-
ter the defensive phase and 
the players have to under-
stand that. I think my opinion 
in this moment, two teams, 
Liverpool and Manchester 
City, are better than us.

"We have to improve step 
by step. My target is to be-
come the best team in Eng-
land in one year, 18 months. 
That's the target."
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finals match on Tuesday.
At Tsiese Basa ground, 

Naga Terriers Jakhama 
thumped Xavierite FC 
Peren 6-0 in their quar-
terfinal match. Chingsha 
Phone, Khampei and 
Khekiho scored two goals 
each in the first half. Xavi-
erite failed to breach the 
defensive line as Naga Ter-
riers won the match by a 
big margin.

Nerhema Village FC 
came from behind to beat 
DGP team 3-2 during 

the encounter. It was the 
DGP team who took the 
lead in the first minute 
through Muluvoto. Ner-
hema FC fought back and 
Salu Kulim pulled back the 
equaliser six minutes later.

Lima scored in the 
10th minute to take the 
lead again for DGP team 
but Petevizo Kezieo found 
the back of the net in the 
17th minute for Nerhema 
FC to make it 2-2.

Shurhosul Zhotso then 
scored the winning goal 

49th minute in the second 
half to end the match in 
their favour.

Nehrema FC will take 
on Naga Terriers in the 
second semi-final match 
on Tuesday.

Tuesday’s semifinal 
matches

Kohima local ground
Vanguard FC vs Green 

Club (Zunheboto) at 12 
pm

Naga Terriers vs Nehrema 
Village Football Club at 

2pm


