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INNAUGURATION OF PINK BUS & RESUMTION OF CITY BUS 

 

                                                                                    
  Shri. Neiphiu Rio       Shri.P.Paiwang Konyak                
        Hon’ble Chief Minister,                          Hon’ble Minister, Transport,      
                      Govt. of Nagaland.                    Land Resources & Civil Aviation 

 
AT DIMAPUR AND KOHIMA TOWN BY HON’BLE MINISTER TRANSPORT 

& CIVIL AVIATION, RAILWAYS & LAND RESOURCES ON 17TH 
SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

  

 Pink Bus Service for Ladies       City Bus Service for General Public 
 

Routes/Bus stops and Fares 
1.Ê Dimapur Station NST        12. Central Jail Jn. 
2.Ê Burma Camp     13. Green Park Jn. 
3.Ê Zion Hospital Jn.     14. Unity Village. 
4.Ê Hollohon Petrol Pump    15. Bamboo Mission 
5.Ê Naharpari Jn.     16. Sovima Village Gate. 
6.Ê Padumpukhuri Gate    17. 7th Mile. 
7.Ê Aoyimti Jn.      18. Tenyiphe Gate. 
8.Ê ARTC Gate      19. Shokhuvi Gate. 
9.Ê Chekeyei Village Gate    20. Chumukedima Bazaar. 
10.Ê Airport Jn.      21. 2nd Gate Chumukedima  
11.Ê Diphupar Village Gate    22. 1st Gate Chumukedima 

 
             Fares 
1. Upto 2 km Rs. 5.00 
2. Upto 5 km Rs. 10.00 
3. Upto 10 Km Rs. 15.00 
4. Upto 15 Km Rs. 20.00 
5. Above 15 Km Rs. 25.00 

 
Courtesy : NAGALAND  STATE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Citizens can now view activities of govt.

Asetkong celebrates pre-golden jubileeAPO wants arrested 
person handed to 
Nagaland Police

Fire gutted 
seven houses in 
Mokokchung

Swachhta Hi Seva 
campaign: Eco clubs 
asked to conduct activities

Dr. SS Akaba Longchar addressing the pre-golden jubilee 
celebrations of the ASMT, in Mokokchung on Sunday. 

Zale Neikha launching Kohima district’s revamped website in the DC’s conference hall on Sep. 15.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The chairman of the Ko-
hima District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) Zale Neikha, on 
Sep. 15 launched the Kohi-
ma district revamped web-
site in presence of Advisor 
for Rural Development 
Dr. Nicky Kire; Advisor for 
Vety. R Khing, and MLA 
Keneizhakho Nakhro dur-
ing the DPDB meeting held 
at the DC’s conference hall 
in Kohima.

Neikha, who is also the 
advisor for Youth Resourc-
es and Sports, said that 
with the launching of the 
website all information 
of the district can be ac-
cessed under one window. 
He therefore requested all 
the head of offices in the 
district to provide the latest 
information of their re-
spective departments and 
also to give feedbacks to 
improve the district web-
site in future.

Deputy Commissioner 
Kohima Rajeash Sounda-
rarajan, said the district 
website has been updated 
to serve the purpose of 
its existence to the pub-
lic with more meaningful 
and resourceful in regard 
to the information of the 

Nagaland mahila Congress 
unfurls first flag in Dimapur

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 16: The 
Nagaland Pradesh Ma-
hila Congress Committee 
(NPMCC) president, N 
Lucy on Saturday unfurled 
its flag at Congress Bhavan 
in Dimapur.

In a telephonic conver-
sation with Eastern Mirror, 
the committee president 
said that the new flag was 
launched on Aug. 7 at New 
Delhi during the Congress 
convention. 

“The committee didn’t 
have a flag for a long time 
and that this was the first 
flag given to us by the All 
India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC),” she disclosed, 
while adding that all the 
mahila Congress commit-
tees in India would use the 
same flag with the same 
logo all over the country. 
She also reminded that the 
Congress Mahila Cell was 
converted into All India 
Mahila Congress (AIMC) 
in 1984. 

During the installa-
tion programme, Lucy 
expressed gratitude to the 
Congress president for 
launching the new logo 
in August 2018, which 
she stated gave a separate 
identity to the Congress 
women’s wing. 

Khegholi Aomi, AICC 
member, while addressing 
the gathering admitted 
that women in the state 
are yet to achieve a desired 
level of empowerment in 
many fields. She called for 
all round encouragement 
from all sections of society 
to achieve true and practi-
cal women empowerment 
and not just empower-
ment on paper. 

Appreciating the party 

loyalists present at the 
programme for their tire-
less and sincere com-
mitment, Aomi exuded 
optimism that the Con-
gress party will return to 
corridors of power in the 
2019 Lok Sabha election 
and encouraged workers 
and members to remain 
steadfast.

Also addressing the 
programme, the NPCC 
President K Therie ech-
oed the words of Aomi 
by stating that Nagaland 
faces major crisis because 
women candidates were 
not being elected so far. 
While encouraging wom-
en to strive hard to achieve 
true empowerment, he 
called for support from all 
sections of the society to 
support women’s repre-
sentation.

Also stating that Nagas 
today are faced with frag-
mentation and indecision 
which is prolonging the 
suffering of the people, 
Therie urged for oneness 
and unity. Therie said it is 
not an impossible thing 
to build a united front 
to achieve the goals that 
elude us today and added 
that Congress is commit-
ted to finding a solution 
to ease the burden of the 
people.

Further adding that the 
future is very ‘dark’ for the 
new government, Therie 
exuded confidence that 
the Congress party is on 
the way to forming the 
government at the cen-
tre. He urged the Con-
gress mahila leaders and 
workers to leave no stone 
unturned saying women 
have crucial and indispen-
sible role to play.

Wokha CMO warns against 
sale of banned food items
Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The chief medical officer 
of Wokha, Dr. Robin has 
cautioned the Food Busi-
ness Operators (FBO) 
against the sale of expired 
and banned food items in 
the market. 

Addressing the aware-
ness programme on “Food 
security” organised by 
the Food Safety wing of 
the Chief Medical Offic-
er (CMO) office, Wokha, 
CMO also reminded them 
to come and get their es-
tablishment registered.

Wokha Food Security 
Officer (FSO) Pelerieno 
Kehie stressed on the 
need to operate baker-
ies, restaurants and ho-
tels with proper licenses 
and maintaining a clean 
workplace to ensure pub-
lic health and hygiene 
was a priority. She also 
said awareness should 
be made to those those 
employed in bakeries, 
restaurants and hotels. 

Speaking on the ses-
sion on ‘good hygiene 

practices of Food Busi-
ness Operator,’ the officer 
stressed on the various 
offences and penalties un-
der various sections of the 
Food Safety and Standards 
Act, 2006.  

Dy. CMO Dr. Zuben 
Kikon addressed on the 
rising issue of food adul-
teration and its ill effects 
on health and cautioned 
on the health issues re-
lated to consumption of 
fish laced with formalin, 
food wrapped in news-
paper, fruits ripened with 
calcium carbide and ‘Aji-
nomoto’/ Monosodium 
Glutamate (MSG).’

Wokha EAC Tum-
ben P Tsanglao advised 
the shopkeepers to sell 
only those food products 
which are registered un-
der FSSAI and ISI.

The programme was 
chaired by CMO Dr. Robin 
Lotha and was graced by 
EAC Tumben P. Tsanglao, 
representatives from the 
Wokha Police Department 
and attended by the FBO.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The member-secretary of 
the Nagaland Pollution 
Control Board, Rusovil 
John, who is also the state 
nodal officer of the Na-
tional Green Corps Pro-
gramme has informed all 
the Eco clubs in Nagaland 
to carry out activities and 
submit reports of the same 
to the State Nodal Agency 
i.e. Nagaland Pollution 
Control Board via email 
ngc.nagaland@gmail.com 
or 8974511226 ( What-
sapp).

The directive has been 
given as per notification 
received from the Min-
istry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation and the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forests & Climate Change, 
Government of India to 
observe the Swachhta 
Hi Seva Campaign 2018 
from 15th Sep. 15 to Oct. 2, 
which aims at ‘realising the 
vision of a Clean India and 
further reinforcing that 
sanitation is everyone’s 
business.’

A suggestive list of ac-
tivities furnished by the 
Ministry as follows:
•	 Organise	cleaning	of	

streets, drains and back 
alleys through aware-

ness drives.
•	 Organise	waste	collec-

tion drives in house-
holds and common or 
shared spaces.

•	 Conduct	door-to-door	
meetings to drive be-
haviour change with 
respect to sanitation 
behaviours.

•	 Organise	 awareness	
campaigns around bet-
ter sanitation practices 
like using a toilet, hand-
washing, health and 
hygiene awareness, etc.

•	 Perform	‘swachhata’	
related ‘Nukkad Nataks’ 
/street plays, folk song 
and dance perform-
ances .

•	 Make	 wall	 paintings	
in the premises of In-
dustrial estate on the 
theme of ‘swachhata.’

•	 Undertake	village	lev-
el rallies for generat-
ing awareness about 
‘swachhata.’

•	 Volunteer	for	segrega-
tion of solid waste into 
non-biodegradable and 
biodegradable waste.

•	 Building	compost	pits	
during the SHS fort-
night.

•	 Toilet	pit-digging	ex-
ercise and other toilet 
construction activities.

district. He mentioned that 
the website was opened 
long time ago; however, 
the website has not been 
updated for many years; 
therefore, he said the idea 
of reviving the website with 
the latest updates informa-
tion of the departments 
has been initiated. 

While acknowledging 
heads of the departments 

for sharing the latest in-
formation regarding their 
departments, he also in-
formed those departments 
yet to provide to do so.

Technical director and 
district informatics officer, 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology, 
GoI, NIC, J G Lorin Reng-
ma the revamped web-
site, kohima.nic.in base on 

S3WaaS (Secure, Scalable 
and Sugamya Website as a 
Service) can be  accessed 
through	the	URL	https://
kohima.nic.in.

Lorin said that the dis-
tricts are the key entities in 
the government structure 
where actual execution of 
schemes and programmes 
take place and district level 
websites is an implicit cy-

ber space and an impor-
tant link between the ad-
ministration and citizens.

S3WaaS has been en-
visaged to bridge this gap 
and built with an objective 
to empower the district 
administration to gener-
ate, configure, deploy and 
manage secure, scalable 
and accessible websites for 
publishing district specific 

information and services 
without much effort and 
technical knowhow, he 
informed.

The website has en-
hanced features like re-
sponsive design which can 
be accessed through any 
internet device such as 
smartphones, tablets, desk-
top PC and other devices. It 
is also GIGW (Guidelines 
for Indian Government 
Websites) complaint with 
robust security standards. 
Visually impaired persons 
can also access the website 
by installing screen reader 
device on the system. Spe-
cial feature has been add-
ed for colour blind users 
where they can change the 
contrast of the website for 
easy access. Also, the font 
size of the website can be 
enlarged or decreased ac-
cording to one’s preference. 

Loring added that the 
website have been incor-
porated with information 
about Deputy Commis-
sioner’s Office, Administra-
tive Set-up, schemes, hel-
pline numbers and others. 
Data on the website will 
be regularly updated and 
new features will be added 
to provide effective G2C 
services to the citizen.

Traffic regulations for 
NLA session in Kohima 
Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): In view of the 2nd session 
of the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly scheduled 
to be held on Sep. 18 and the 20th, the addl. superin-
tendent of Police, Kohima has issued the the following 
traffic regulations to be enforced as part of the security 
arrangement.

1.     Only vehicles with the following car passes will 
be allowed entry to the Assembly Secretariat - ‘A’ 
(red letter with yellow background), ‘B’ (white let-
ter with dark brown background), assembly logo, 
‘LH’ (white with green background), ‘O’ (white 
letter with green background), and on assembly 
duty (blue letter with white background).

2.  No vehicle will be allowed to be parked by the 
roadside from 6 am onwards during Assembly 
Sessions at the following routes;

•	 From	BSNL	Telephone	Exchange	till	Classic	Is-
land.

•	 From	Raj	Bhavan	till	MS	Classic	Island.
•	 From	Classic	Island	till	Assembly	Secretariat	via	

Razhü Point.
3. The stretch from High School junction to Assem-

bly Secretariat via Sanuoru subway will be open 
for light vehicles, only for down traffic. All up 
vehicles will continue to take the Billy Graham 
road.

4. Heavy vehicles will not be allowed to ply from 
High School Junction to Assembly Secretariat 
via Sanuoru subway. All heavy vehicles including 
govt. department buses shall take Tinpatti-DBS-
Billy Graham-Secretariat road.

5. Heavy vehicles will not be allowed to ply in Ko-
hima town during Assembly Session, from 6 am 
till the session is over. All loading and unloading 
of goods in Kohima town should be completed 
by 6 am during Assembly Session.

6. Heavy vehicles will not be allowed to be parked 
along ‘D’ Block road.

“While anticipating positive co-operation from 
the public, the police will tow away the defaulting 
vehicles and the charges will be borne by the vehicles 
owners,” the notification stated.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 16 
(EMN): The Asetkong 
Senden Mokokchung Town 
(ASMT) Sept. 16 celebrated 
its pre-golden jubilee at the 
Town Hall in Mokokchung, 
with Dr. SS Akaba Long-
char, retired chief medical 
officer as the main speaker.

Speaking on the topic 
“Renemshiti” (roughly 
translated as preparation), 
the Longchar cited some 
visions that ASMT need to 
focus and prepare as the 
organization march for-
ward to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary in 2020. He 
advised the organisation to 
focus on self-reliant society 
by engaging the youths and 
uplifting women.

Special songs were pre-
sented by Longjang Senso 
Telongjem Mokokchung 
Town and Mopungchuket 
Senso Telongjem Mokokc-
hung Town.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): The 
Angami Public Organization 
(APO) has demanded that the 
arrested culprit involved in the 
murder of Neiphretuo Metset-o, 
inspector 5th NAP, be immedi-
ately handover to the Nagaland 
police.

In a letter addressed to Direc-
tor General of Police Headquar-
ter, appended by the APO presi-
dent Dr. Kepelhusie Terhuja and 
vice president T Vilie, requested 
for immediate arrest of all the 
culprits.

Stating that failing to arrest 
may lead to further compli-
cations, the APO said that the 
government of Manipur and Na-
galand will be fully responsible.

The APO while expressing 
concern over the incident, it 
stated that ‘social security is at 
lowest level in civil society in-
cluding police.’

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 16 (EMN): Seven houses were 
reduced to cinder in a devastating fire which broke 
out at Sangtemla Ward in Mokokchung, above 
Supong Hall (commonly known as Eastern Hall) on 
September 16 evening.

Officer in-charge of Mokokchung Fire Service 
department, Thungathung T Shitiri, told this re-
porter that it took about two hours to douse the fire. 
The fire reported started at around 7:20 pm. He said 
two fire engines were pressed into service following 
reports about the incident.

Eyewitness said the fire started from a Police 
Quarter caused by LPG cylinder explosion which en-
gulfed to nearby houses. Shitiri reported that prop-
erty worth approximately more than INR 60 lakhs 
were destroyed in the incident. Further investigating 
was on to find the cause of the incident, he said.

In another separate incident,  a room of the BJP 
Mokokchung	Unit	office	caretaker	cum	kitchen	was	
partially destroyed by fire at around 5:26 pm. The 
prompt action of the fire service averted the fire 
from spreading to surrounding area. The incident 
was reported to be caused by short circuit, police 
informed.

Nagamese literature workshop conducted for Nagas in Myanmar 

Members of the Naga Tradition, Culture and Literature Committee Central seen here during the event at Zingkaling Khamti in Myanmar.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): The Naga 
Tradition, Culture and Literature 
Committee Central also known as 
Naga Yoya /NTCLCC, conducted 
‘Nagamese Literature Development’ 
workshop from  Sep. 10-15 at its 
Headquarter, Zingkaling Khamti in 
Myanmar.

An update from the organis-
ers stated that the chairman of the 

NTCLCC, Aung Htut had expressed 
gratitude on behalf of eastern Nagas 
to the Nagamese Literature Com-
mittee Central (NLCC) for working 
tirelessly amidst many hardships.  
He said that using Nagamese lan-
guage will bring unity among Nagas 
who speak hundreds of different 
dialects.

Chairman of the NLCC P Koi has 

expressed gratitude to the NLCC 
and people of both the east and the 
west of Nagaland who have extend-
ed their support for the successful 
conduct of the programme.

The NLCC is looking forward for 
more young enthusiastic people to 
take part in implementing the ac-
tivities in teaching Nagamese to the 
eastern Nagaland.

Advisor Khing visits affected villages in Tseminyu

R Khing, and officials and village leaders inspect an area affected by rains at Kasha 
village in Tseminyu.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): Advisor for V&AH 
and Women Resources R Khing, on Sep. 9 
visited the areas affected by monsoon rains 
at Kasha and adjoining villages under Tsem-
inyu.

According SDAO Tseminyu, the paddy 
fields measuring to 100 acres of farmland was 
damaged by massive landslides, affecting 
about 100 farmers.

The village authorities of Kasha area ap-
prised the visiting officials about the calamity.

Advisor Khing advised the farmers to ap-
ply for relief under SDRF schemes through 
Tseminyu administration after verification 
from concerned line departments.

EAC Kevingoto Kulnuand SDAO Viwheto 
Thorie of  Tseminyu sub-division were also 
present at the site. 
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cover 500 mn. people — Health minister 
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New Delhi, Sep. 16 (IANS): What 
is touted as the world's largest 
healthcare scheme - Ayushman 
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (PMJAY) - will benefit over 
500 million (50 crore) people which 
is more than the combined popu-
lation of the United States, Canada 
and Mexico, Union Health Minister 
Jagat Prakash Nadda said.

The scheme, to be launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
September 25, will provide a cover 
of up to Rs 5 lakh per family per 
year for secondary and tertiary care 
hospitalisation.

"This is a very bold decision 
taken by Prime Minister Modi and 
this will ensure that poor people 
will not have to bother any longer 
for the cost of healthcare facilities," 
Nadda told IANS in an interview 
here.

He said that 30 states and 
union territories had signed the 
memorandum of understand-
ing and have started working on 
implementation of the mission. 
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu have 
also joined the scheme recently. 
A pilot project of the scheme was 
launched in 22 states and union 
territories.

The ministry has received 

15,686 applications for hospital 
empanelment, including private 
hospitals, so far.

"Majority of the people (who 
will now be covered under the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme) could not 
afford the healthcare and hospitali-
sation. Things will change for a big 
population of the country," Nadda, 
whose ministry has been prepar-
ing for the launch of the ambitious 
healthcare scheme, said.

"Over 10.74 crore vulnerable 
entitled families (approximately 50 
crore beneficiaries) will be eligible 

for these benefits. PMJAY will help 
reduce catastrophic expenditure 
for hospitalisation, which impov-
erishes people and will help miti-
gate the financial risk arising out 
of catastrophic health episodes. 
When fully implemented, PMJAY 
will become the world's largest 
fully government-financed health 
protection scheme," Nadda said.

As per the health ministry 
estimates, 62.58 per cent of the 
population in the country has to 
pay for their own health and hos-
pitalization expenses and are not 
covered through any form of health 
protection.

Each year 4.6 per cent of the 
population is pushed below the 
poverty line as people meet their 
healthcare needs spending large 
proportion of their income and 
savings, borrowing money or sell-
ing their assets.

Ayushman Bharat aims to cover 
prevention, promotion and ambu-
latory care at primary, secondary 
and tertiary level.

The scheme envisages creation 
of 1,50,000 health and wellness 
centres which will bring health care 
closer to the homes of the people. 
These centres will provide compre-
hensive primary health care cover-

ing both maternal and child health 
services and non-communicable 
diseases, including free essential 
drugs and diagnostic services.

The second component of 
the scheme is the PMJAY which 
provides health protection cover 
to poor and vulnerable families for 
secondary and tertiary care.

The National Sample Survey 
Organization (NSSO) has found 
that 85.9 per cent of rural house-
holds and 82 per cent of urban 
households have no access to 
healthcare insurance/assurance.

More than 17 per cent of In-
dian population spends at least 10 
per cent of household budget for 
health services.

The PMJAY primarily targets 
the poor, deprived rural families 
and identified occupational cat-
egory of urban workers' families 
as per the latest Socio-Economic 
Caste Census (SECC) data for both 
rural and urban areas.

"There is no cap on family size 
and age as well as restriction on 
pre-existing conditions (to avail 
the new scheme). It will cover 
hospitalisation cost from inpatient 
care to post-hospitalisation care. 
Everything will be cashless and 
paperless," Nadda said.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 16: Padma Shree for 
Literature and Education in 2018 
and Ganga Sharan Singh Award 
2006 recipient M Piyong Temjen 
Jamir who was also the principal 
of Rashtrabhasha Hindi Shiksha 
Sansthan in Dimapur passed away 
on Sunday Sep. 16. He was 70 years 
old, and hailed from Longsa Village 
in Mokokchung district. He is sur-
vived by his wife and six children; 
four sons and two daughters. 

Confirming the news to East-
ern Mirror, sources said that the 
Padma Shree recipient died on 
Sunday evening around 5 pm at 
his home at Half Nagarjan in Di-
mapur. He was said to be in good 
health but died unexpectedly on 
Sunday evening. He was rushed to 
a hospital where doctors declared 
that there was no sign of life when 
he was brought in, the source 
informed.

Jamir was regarded as a Hindi 
scholar and teacher in Nagaland 
who taught over 2, 000 students 
to become Hindi teachers in Na-
galand.      

The funeral service of M Piyong 
Temjen Jamir will be held on Mon. 
Sep. 16 at 1 pm at his residence 
near the Ao Baptist Church at Half 
Nagarjan in Dimapur. 

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung Town 
Lanur Telongjem (MTLT) 
on Sunday expressed con-
cern at what it stated was  
‘total stoppage of water 
supply’ in Mokokchung 
town by the Public Health 
Engineering department 
(PHED).

In a statement issued 
on Sunday, the youth or-
ganisation informed that 
it had issued a seven-day 
ultimatum to the depart-
ment on September 14. 
“The PHED department 
because of its non-pay-
ment of electricity bill, a 
total amount of INR 66, 
000 to the Power depart-
ment (UEMB), the Power 
department (UEMB) dis-
connected the supply of 
current to the main pump 
house of PHED. This ul-
timately led to the stop-
page of water supply in the 
whole town for almost four 
months.

“The MTLT aggravat-
ed at the situation met 
the concerned officials of 
the PHE department. The 
whole citizen of Mokokc-
hung should not suffer be-
cause of the department’s 
negligence. Out of the total 
1.3 lakh population, only 
2300 households have wa-
ter pipeline connections 
as per the department’s 
record. MTLT is surprised 
as to why the department 
cannot manage proper 
supply of water to these 

small populations of con-
sumers, though the Min-
istry of Water Resources, 
govt. of India, says that a 
person should get 70 litres 
of water per day,” the state-
ment read. 

The group also raised 
the problem of sourcing 
water from Litsami village. 
“The main pipeline from 
Litsami which covers a 
stretch of 30 km has been 
disconnected in certain 
areas due to landslides. 
However, the department 
has paid no heed to the 
problem and it remains 
overlooked. The MTLT 
also commented on the 
condition of the two water 
pump machines of the 
PHE department. MTLT 
requested the concerned 
department to upgrade 
the old pumping machine 
to 50 hp and also pro-
vide two additional water 
pumps at the main pump 
house. 

“Angetyongpang is the 
only water source that is 
helping the town (Mokok-
chung) survive is also dry-
ing up and with Litsami 
water source being dis-
connected, the citizens are 
unable to meet the daily 
water requirements. The 
MTLT urged the PHED to 
resolve the matters with 
all seriousness in the inter-
est of the public failing of 
which, the MTLT will take 
its own course of action,” 
the statement read. 

Sriharikota, Sep. 16 (PTI/AP): 
The Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) today success-
fully launched into space the 
NovaSAR and S1-4 earth obser-
vation satellites of U.K from the 
spaceport here and successfully 
placed them in the designated 
orbit.

NovaSAR is intended to be 
used for forest mapping, land use 
and ice cover monitoring, flood 
and disaster monitoring.

S1-4 will be used for surveying 
resources, environment moni-
toring, urban management and 
disaster monitoring.

In a night launch, the work-
horse PSLV-C42 launch vehicle 
blasted off from the first launch-
pad at the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre at 10.08 PM.

The PSLV injected the satel-
lites into orbit 17 minutes and 45 
seconds after lift off and placed 
them in a sun synchronous orbit 
583 km from the earth.

ISRO chairman K Sivan said 
the mission was a success and 

congratulated the scientists.
"Today I am exteremly happy 

to announce that PSLV-C42 car-
rying two customer satellites 
NovaSAR and S1-4 placed them 
precisely in orbit.

Within the next six months, 
10 satellite missions and eight 
launch vehicle missions would 
be launced - one every two weeks, 
he said

ISRO's moon mission would 
be launched on January 3, 2019 
he said.

The two satellites of UK-based 
Surrey Satellite Technologies Ltd 
(SSTL), both weighing 889 kg, 
were launched as per a commer-
cial arrangement between the 
company and ISRO's commerical 
wing - Antrix Corporation Ltd.

ISRO had successfully carried 
out a similar night launch in 2015 
and placed five satellites belong-
ing to SSTL.

The launch comes almost six 
months after ISRO successfully 
placed the INRSS-1I navigation 
satellite in orbit on April 12.

Our Correspondent
Kohima Sep. 16 (EMN): Deni-
zens of Kohima converged 
at the Heritage for a musi-
cal show in solidarity with 
the people of Kiphire. The 
event was conducted with 
the theme "We Care: Love is 
Giving,’ a fundraiser concert 
for the people of Kiphire who 
have been reeling from the 

impact of massive landslides 
triggered by the monsoon.

The event witnessed 
Naga artists from Kohima 
like Mengu Suokhrie, Me-
tetla, Powerfaith, Harmonic 
Voices Nagaland, Ethnic Fu-
ture, Brooke Shitiri, Atsula, 
Zaza and Mezanuo Ngukha 
contributing their talent for 
the cause. There were several 

other groups from across the 
state too like Dreamz Unlim-
ited, SNF band, and Tune Up 
Channel who performed at 
the show.

Event organizer Melekho-
to thanked all the sponsors 
and well-wishers who con-
tributed to the success of the 
event. He said all the proceeds 
of the concert will be hand-

ed over to Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council, which in turn 
will hand it to its constituent 
church in Kiphire.

The event began with a ka-
raoke session in the afternoon 
followed by the main concert 
in the evening. 

All the partners and artists 
on the bill participated volun-
tarily as a gesture to the cause.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 16: The Organisation of 
Musicians and Artists of Sikkim (Omas) in 
association with Gandhar Music Academy 
organised a daylong fund raising event in 
aid of the people affected by the monsoon 
emergency in Nagaland. The event was 
held on September 16 at the Central Park 
at Namchi in south Sikkim.

Founding member of Omas, Sonam 
Gyalsten Bhutia told Eastern Mirror that 
the charity was about being united during 
good times and during the bad times.

“Nagaland being one of the seven 
sisters of Northeast India, we decided to 
support by doing this charity show and 
because of the brotherhood we stand for,” 
Bhutia said. 

Bhutia informed that as many as 40 
musicians and artistes in the state per-
formed voluntarily in aid of Nagaland.

The organiser also informed that dur-
ing natural calamities in other states of the 
country and Nepal, such as the flash floods 
at Uttarkhand, the Nepal earthquake and 
even in their own state when landslides 
had occured, the Omas had initiated fund 
raising events in aid. One such recent event 
was a charity event for the floods in Kerala, 
and now, for Nagaland. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 16: It has emerged that the 
persons suspected of killing police inspec-
tor Neiphretou Metsei-o halted at Lower 
Phaibung, a Poumai village in Senapati 
district of Manipur, on September 7 night 
before heading to an unknown location. 
This helped the Nagaland Armed Police 
(NAP) team, which is investigating the 
case, find out the identity of the suspects.

Lower Phaibung village’s authority has 
said in a statement that the two suspects 
-- Yuiriengam Shimray and Ringthingchon 
-- stayed in the village for a night, but came 
to know of the missing-person case only 
a week after they left. It has condemned 
the “cold-blooded murder” of the police 
officer and extended help in nabbing the 
accused.

The dead body of police inspector 
Neiphretuo Metsie-o, who went missing 
on September 7, was found in a jungle 
between Zuketsa and Zapami in Phek 
district on September 15, in a decomposed 
state. It is reported that one of the suspects, 
Ringthingchon, a woman, is in the custody 
of the Ukhrul district women police cell 
while the main suspect Yuiriengam is still 
absconding.  

“While sharing our grief and sorrow 
with the deceased family, relatives, friends, 
well wishers and the Angami tribe in gen-
eral, it may be noted that the criminals 
stopped at our village en route to Ukhrul 
district on the night of 7th Sept in a white 
Mahindra Scorpio due to a punctured tyre 
and refuelling at a BIPL work camp,” said 

a statement from the village’s authority.
“The news of the missing report came 

to us only on 14th Sept 2018. And thus the 
information communicated between our 
youths and the search team ultimately 
led to the identification of the culprits,” 
it added.

The village’s authority condemned the 
crime and pledged “maximum coopera-
tion in solving the case.” “We are confident 
that the law enforcement authorities will 
soon arrest the culprits and deliver a befit-
ting punishment as per the law of the land 
at the earliest,” the statement read.

Meanwhile, Poumai Naga civil organi-
sations-- Poumai Naga Union (apex body), 
Poumai Naga Tsiidoumai Me (Poumai 
Naga Students’ Union), and Poumai Naga 
Naotumai Me (Poumai Naga Women’s 
Union) -- have condemned the killing of 
Neiphretuo Metsie-o, stating that “such 
an inhuman act has no place in our peace-
loving society.”

“The Poumai Naga Society share the 
pain and grief felt by the bereaved family 
due to the untimely loss of a young dy-
namic officer, who was also a father and a 
husband, and a son. We assure those who 
are striving to bring justice for our depart-
ed brother that we shall extend our utmost 
help and co-operation to nab the culprits 
and award them a befitting punishment,” 
a statement from the Poumai apex bodies 
said. “We extend out heart condolences 
and pray that the departed soul find solace 
in the bosom of our Almighty God. May his 
soul rest in peace,” it added.

ENtErtaiNmENt

EM Images

A local band by the name of Tune Up Channel performing during the show in Kohima. 

This dated photograph shows Piyong Temjen Jamir receiving the Padma Shree for 
Literature and Education in 2018 at the Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi.  

Jagat Prakash Nadda
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Arunachal didn’t get proper ‘hand-
holding’ from Centre — Khandu

Arunachal flash 
flood toll rises to five

Five NSCN (K) members 
arrested in Arunachal Pradesh

Meghalaya govt. keen to name 
road after Kissor — Home minister

Three arrested in 
Assam for alleged 
links with HM terrorist

Two NDFB(S) militants sentenced to death

NF Railway construction organisation 
observes ‘Swachhta Hi Sewa’ Pakhwara

Lifer on parole 
commits suicide 

BJP would fight Mizoram election 
on development issue — Kohli

IWRM can reduce floods in downstream 
areas of hydel dams — Sharma

Itanagar, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Chief  Minister  Pema 
Khandu on Saturday rued 
that Arunachal Pradesh did 
not receive proper hand-
holding from the Central 
government ever since the 
time it was granted state-
hood.

“Arunachal should de-
velop at their own pace 
safeguards to ensure their 
well-being,” he said at the 
first-ever joint conference 
of Anganwadi and ASHA 
workers held in Tawang, 
bordering China.

In a statement, Khandu 
lamented that Arunachal 
did not have proper hand-
holding from the Indian 
government since its 

journey from North East 
Frontier Agency (NEFA) 
to statehood, resulting in 
deteriorated work culture 
and development disparity 
in the state.

The Chief Minister not-
ed that time has come for 
Arunachal Pradesh to re-
model, rethink and reshape 
its development discourse 
with proper planning and 
policy reforms to an audi-
ence of more than 500 An-
ganwadi and ASHA work-
ers that had gathered from 
various districts.

On labour reforms, 
Khandu said even without 
any demands placed, the 
state government has en-
hanced the honorarium of 

12,050 Anganwadi workers 
and helpers to Rs 1,500.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced an additional 
honorarium of Rs 500 on 
the occasion, which will 
be implemented from next 
month.

“If additional enhance-
ment is required it will 
be examined and matter 
brought to the cabinet. 
Benefits have already been 
announced in the budget,” 
he said

The Chief Minister 
said at present, the Central 
government is working on 
minimum wages for work-
ers and when announced 
will be implemented in the 
state as well.

Talking about impor-
tant initiatives of state 
government, Khandu said 
“Sarkar Aapke Dwar” pro-
gramme by district admin-
istrations is being carried 
our successfully across the 
states. He said more than 
1 lakh beneficiaries have 
benefited from the pro-
gramme. On air connec-
tivity, the Chief Minister 
said Tezu airport will be 
made operational soon as 
the tender process is com-
pleted and finalised.

He said the state gov-
ernment will also start its 
own aircraft services to 
connect the six Advanced 
Landing Grounds in the 
state.

Itanagar, Sep. 16 (PTI): With the recovery of one more 
body, the death toll in flash flood and landslides in Aru-
nachal Pradesh rose to five while a girl was still missing, 
an official said Sunday.

The body of 32-year-old Mary Beyong of Modirijo who 
went missing since Friday, was retrieved by Banderdewa 
Police and NDRF team from Dikrongn river at Nepali Gaon 
near No 2 Pithaguri village in Assams Lakhimpur district 
on Saturday night, Capital Deputy Commissioner Prince 
Dhawan said. However, a 10-year-old girl Pangpi Beyong 
was still missing though search and rescue teams were on 
the job to trace her, the DC said.

Flash flood and landslides triggered by incessant rains 
in the past few days, ravaged several parts of the state 
capital on Friday morning washing away 26 houses, while 
over 60 houses were fully or partially damaged at affected 
sites like Modirijo, Donyi Polo area, Chandra Nagar, Lobi, 
GSS Police colony, Press colony, he said.

The approach road to Modirijo has been completely 
washed away while half of the culvert has been reported 
to be damaged in Donyi polo area.

Itanagar MLA Techi Kaso and the DC distributed relief 
materials like blankets, utensils and food items to the vic-
tims whose houses were totally washed away or damaged.

A medical team also participated in the relief mission 
and provided first aid, conducted health check-up of all 
those injured at Modirijo and Donyi Polo Colony.

Mobile ambulance has also been activated for any 
medical emergency, the DC added.

Itanagar, Sep. 16 (PTI): In 
a major setback to NSCN 
(K), security forces in Aru-
nachal Pradesh have ar-
rested five overground 
workers of the banned 
outfit from Longding dis-

trict.
Acting on specific 

intelligence inputs, the 
Longding Battalion of As-
sam Rifles apprehended 
them on Saturday, De-
fence spokesman Col 

Shillong, Sep. 16 (PTI): A 
senior BJP leader has said 
that the party would fight 
the Mizoram Assembly 
elections based on devel-
opment issues.

Assembly election are 
due in Congress ruled Mi-
zoram by end of this year.

“Development is our 
agenda. In six states we 
have gone to the people 
with that agenda and in 
Mizoram also we will go 
with the same,” BJP spokes-
person Nalin Kohli told me-
diapersons here Saturday.

He expressed optimism 
that Mizoram will also join 
the other six north eastern 
states to bring develop-
ment under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s slogan 
‘Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas’.

Kohli said the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre has 
sent Union ministers 150 
times to the north east 

follow up the develop-
ment programmes in the 
region.

“How many times PM 
came and spent time here. 
What about infrastructure, 
about roads, what about 
the other developmental 
projects of connectivity, 
mobile connectivity, other 
schemes that are being 
started in terms of health,” 
he said.

The BJP leader claimed 
that in the entire NE region, 
states have moved away 
from the Congress party.

“The resignation of Mi-
zoram Home Minister is a 
big development,” he said, 
adding that the minister 
leaving his party cannot be 
taken lightly.

Mizoram Home Min-
ister Lalzirliana on Friday 
tendered his resignation 
from the Lal Thanhawla 
government.

Guwahati, Sep. 16 (PTI): 
For mitigating floods 
in the downstream are-
as of hydel dams in the  
Northeast region, a river 
science expert has sug-
gested adoption of an In-
tegrated Water Resources 
Management (IWRM) ap-
proach in the area.

River science expert 
and former IIT-Roorkee 
Professor Nayan Sharma 
suggested that the existing 
or planned hydel dams 
of NEEPCO, Assam Pow-
er General Corporation 
(APGCL) and NHPC be 
overhauled to incorporate 
necessary flood cushion 
in the reservoir along with 
evolving optimal reservoir 
operation rule curves.

IWRM is a Water Re-

sources Planning proc-
ess which “promotes the 
coordinated development 
and management of water, 
land and related resources 
in order to maximise the 
resultant economic and so-
cial welfare in an equitable 
manner without compro-
mising the sustainability of 
vital ecosystems”, Sharma 
told PTI.

He suggested using re-
cent advance technology 
for mitigation of the flood 
devastations wrecked in 
downstream areas of hydel 
dams.

The recent advance 
technologies include Pi-
ano Key Weir (PKW ) for 
achieving enhanced dis-
charging capacity and in-
creased reservoir storage, 

river restoration scheme 
for maintaining required 
channel flood conveyance 
capacity, he said.

It also include compre-
hensive Catchment Area 
Treatment programme in 
the watershed areas for 
controlling sediment in-
gress to the reservoir, sci-
entifically overhauling res-
ervoir operation schedules.

“Implementation of the 
suggested solutions will 
turn around these mono-
purpose run-of-the-river 
hydel projects into multi-
purpose projects which will 
be able to accrue multiple 
benefits for flood modera-
tion, stable river restoration 
and sustaining ecology, 
besides generating cheaper 
and eco-friendly clean hy-

dro power,” he said.
Sharma who is also as-

sociated with the Assam 
Water Resources depart-
ment suggested that plan-
ners and policy makers 
consider adoption of the 
IWRM approach to derive 
optimal benefits for society 
by using the limited natural 
and investible resources in 
a sustainable manner.

“Ranganadi, Doyang, 
Kopili, Karbi Langpi and 
Umiam hydel dams in the 
North East are all oper-
ated on a single purpose 
mode devoid of any reser-
voir storage space for flood 
cushion to hold back flood 
flows, and thus regularly 
wreck havocs on the down-
stream crippling the lives of 
the people there,” he said.

Security personnel with the arrested NSCN (K) members.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Phonograph record
 5. Made cloth
 9. Taxi
 12. Concept or notion
 13. Portent
 14. Playing card with just one 

symbol
 15. Indian aborigine
 16. Japanese characters
 17. Arid
 18. Circle fragment
 20. Enemies
 22. A document granting an inventor  

sole rights
 25. Steal
 26. A corporation’s first stock offer
 27. Divides or classes
 32. A genus of Mustelidae
 34. Skeletal muscle
 35. A quantity of no importance
 36. For measuring doses of ionizing 

radiation
 39. Large
 40. Obstruct
 41. Soft-finned fishes
 43. Overcharged
 47. The compass point that is one 

point east of due south
 48. A shag rug made in Sweden
 49. Southwester American state
 51. Freedom from difficulty
 54. Mandela’s political party
 55. Mother of Helen of Troy (Greek 

mythology)
 56. One who regrets
 57. Element 106, unnilhexium
 58. Rumanian city
 59. Russian emperor 

 DOWN
 1. Excavate
 2. Modified Esperanto
 3. Lawmakers
 4. A nucleus of military personnel

 5. Chinese cooking pan
 6. Asian country
 7. Respects deeply
 8. Inspire with love
 9. Scoundrels
 10. A unit of area 
 11. Turkish governors
 19. The neural structure 

consisting of the brain 
and spinal cord (abbrev.)

 21. Former Israeli politician 

Abba ____
 22. Painted
 23. Spanish for “Celery”
 24. Scientific instrument
 28. Hit lightly
 29. Arrangements
 30. Copyread
 31. Droops 
 33. Acts as assistant
 37. A yellowish central area 

of the retina

 38. Root Mean Square 
(mathematics)

 42. Film critic Roger _____
 43. German for “Mrs.”
 44. Actress ____ Redgrave
 45. Singly
 46. Art movement
 50. Possessed
 52. A very large body of 

water
 53. Stray

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1779

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1939

Chiranjit Konwer said.
They were handed over 

to the police on Saturday, 
he said.

E x t o r t i o n  m o n e y 
amounting to INR 4 lakh 
and documents, including 
photographs and contact 
numbers of insurgents, 
were recovered from their 
possession, he said.

Security forces have 
been carrying out opera-
tions in south Arunachal 
Pradesh to keep the area 
free from insurgents.

The battalion had ap-
prehended eight linkmen 
of the banned outfit since 
Thursday and recovered 
over INR 16 lakh extortion 
money from their pos-
session, the spokesman 
added.

Shillong, Sep. 16 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Home Minis-
ter James P K Sangma has 
said that the state govern-
ment is keen at naming a 
road after founder of the 
Unitarian Church, Hajom 
Kissor Sing Nongbri.

The minister, who at-
tended the inauguration 
of the anniversary of the 
Unitarian Church in the 
Khasi-Jaintia Hills of Meg-
halaya and Karbi-Anglong 
of Assam in an interfaith 
meeting here on Saturday, 
also expressed optimism 

that the government will 
be able to announce Sep-
tember 18 as a local holi-
day.

The church, founded 
by young Kissor way back 
in 1887, will be celebrating 
the 131st Anniversary on 
September 18 across the 
Khasi-Jaintia and Karbi 
Anglong region of Meg-
halaya and Assam respec-
tively.

He said, “It is a great 
idea (to name roads after 
great personalities). 

We are very seriously 

contemplating to name 
roads in our state. We have 
so many names we are 
proud about and Babu 
Hajom Kissor figure in 
that list.” 

The Home minister 
made the statement after 
noted historian and St 
Edmunds Principal Dr 
Sylvanus Lamare said that 
the government of the day 
ought to give Kissor its due 
respect for his contribu-
tion in the community, the 
language and the Church 
that is inclusive.

Guwahati, Sep. 16 (PTI): 
The Assam police has ar-
rested three persons for 
their alleged links with 
Hizbul Mujahideen mili-
tant Qamar-uz-Zama, 
who was arrested by Ut-
tar Pradesh Anti-Terrorist 
Squad, a senior officer said 
on Sunday.

They are being inter-
rogated, Director General 
of Police Kuladhar Saikia 
told reporters.

The three, identified as 
Shahnawaz Alam, Saidul 
Alam and Omar Faruk, 
were arrested from Hojai, 
Udali and Byrnihat, along 
the Assam-Meghalaya bor-
der, respectively, on Friday 
and Saturday, he said.

“The three persons 
had regular interaction 
with Zama and we are in-
vestigating the informa-
tion provided by them (to 
him),” Saikia said.

“We are also investigat-
ing Zama’s visit to Assam 
earlier this year (includ-
ing) the places he visited, 
the persons with whom 
he stayed, the purpose of 
his visit, among other as-
pects,” he added.

Shahnawaz had alleg-
edly procured a mobile 
SIM card for Zama by 
furnishing a fake identity 
card, while Saidul is a close 
friend of the militant and 
had stayed with him in 
Kashmir.

Zama allegedly stayed 
with Omar in Guwahati 
during his last visit.

A resident of Assam, 
Zama was arrested on 
Thursday by Uttar Pradesh 
ATS following inputs from 
the National Investigation 
Agency that he planned to 
attack a temple in Kanpur 
during the Ganesh Chatur-
thi celebrations and had 
conducted a recce.

A team of Uttar Pradesh 
ATS will be reaching Hojai 
to interrogate the trio.

Guwahati, Sep. 16 (PTI): A National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) special court 
here has sentenced two NDFB(S) mili-
tants to death and awarded life impris-
onment to two others of the same outfit 
for killing six persons four years ago in 
Sonitpur district of Assam.

This is the first instance of any mili-
tant being sentenced to death in Assam.

NIA special judge Mahmud Ahmed 
on Saturday described the case to be the 
rarest of rare and sentenced Bishnu Nar-

zary and Ajoy Basumatary to be hanged 
to death. The judge in his ruling said the 
injured as well as the next of kin of the de-
ceased must be monetarily compensated 
and referred the matter to the Secretary 
of the District Legal Services, Kamrup 
(Metro) to quantify the compensation 
amount. Six persons were killed and two 
others injured by a group of NDFB(S) mil-
itants who fired indiscriminately at villag-
ers at Santipur village in Dhekiajuli town 
of the district on December 23, 2014.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Following the mantra 
“cleanliness is  godli-
ness” the Indian Railways 
launched a cleanliness 
drive programme from 
Sep. 15 till Oct. 2 to clean 
all Railway surroundings, 
premises, station premises 
and other premises under 
the jurisdiction of rail-
ways. The senior public re-
lation officer, NF Railway 
(Construction) in Mali-
gaon issued a press release 
on Saturday.

On this occasion N 
F Railway, Construction 
organisation also organ-
ised a mass “Swachhta 

Pledge” as part of “Swach-
hta hi Sewa” a fortnight 
campaign in the main 
administration building 
to highlight the present 
swachhta campaign being 
undertaken in the coun-
try. 

The aim of the Swachh 
Bharat  Mission is  to 
achieve a clean and open 
defecation free India, stat-
ed the press release.

The objectives are gen-
erating demand for toilets 
leading to their construc-
tion and sustained use by 
all household members, 
promoting better hygiene 
behavior amongst the 

population and improving 
cleanliness. The Sawchhta 
Hi Seva Campaign seeks to 
mobilize people to come 
out and get directly in-
volved with the Swachh 
Bharat Mission by offering 
shramdaan for swachhta 
in the fortnight leading 
upto Gandhi Jayanti.

N K Prasad, general 
manager, NF Railway, 
construction led from the 
front in the campaign in 
which all the officers and 
a large number of employ-
ees also took part. Prasad 
also administered a pledge 
to all its officers and staff 
in Head Quarters 

Guwahati, Sep. 16 (PTI): 
A lifer who was out on pa-
role allegedly committed 
suicide after seriously in-
juring his wife in Sonitpur 
district of Assam, a police 
officer said.

The lifer, Jiten Nath, 
attacked his wife with a 
sharp knife following an 
altercation with her and 
escaped from the house 
Saturday, police said.

The family members 
launched a search for him 
and found him hanging 
from a tree in the backyard 
of his house Sunday.

His wife was shifted 
to Guwahati Medical Col-
lege Hospital in a critical 
condition.

Nath was on parole for 
20 days and was scheduled 
to return to Tezpur Central 
Jail Tuesday.
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‘Police Ke Pathshala’: Bringing 
police and students together

Don Bosco College launches 
‘compassion channel’ 

Sainik School observes Hindi Pakhwada

More organisations condemn cop’s murder NSCN (IM) 
mourns demise 
of officials

Off-campus awareness 
prog. on swine de-worming 

 Sonia Singh addressing students and faculty members at a college in Kohima.

Dr. Kiyasetuo Stephen Vizo seen here with members of the NSS Club of Don Bosco College, in Kohima, during 
the launch of the ‘Compassion Channel.’

Participants at the swine de-worming programme pose for the lens after the event, at Mezoma.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The Nagaland police un-
der the aegis of Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) 
range, Kohima, Sonia 
Singh started an outreach 
initiative which seeks to 
bring the police and stu-
dent community closer 
through the programme 
‘Police Ke Pathshala’.

A  statement  from 
Dr. HP Singh, said the 
primary objective of the 
programme is to change 
the perception on the 
police and to build trust 
by raising their aware-
ness about procedures 
of law and criminal acts 
like domestic violence, 
rape, sexual harassment, 
cyber stalking, revenge 
porn and drugs abuse. It 
aims to instill a sense of 
confidence among the 

students and share vital 
information with the po-
lice without hesitation.

Dr. Singh said the 
students and faculty 

of “MCK” shared their 
grievances and personal 
perception of the police 
in general. 

They said “the the 

police faces hardships 
but public do not give 
any credit to them. We 
only look at the negative 
points of the police force 

and build our perception 
on stereotypes. 

We should do away 
with stereotypes because 
we cannot generalize eve-
ry police to be a drunk, 
corrupt, or inefficient.”

“It is not only the po-
lice force who can bring 
about justice but it is 
the duty of the public to 
be the eyes and ears  of 
the police so that we can 
make the community 
more peaceful and safe 
by reporting to the police 
if they see or hear any 
unlawful incident occur-
ring around us,” Dr. Singh 
stated.

A police officer can 
be booked under 166A if 
they fail to operate and 
refuse to file a case by 
dialing helpline number 
181.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The NSS Club, Don Bo-
sco College launched the 
“Compassion Channel” on 
Sep. 12, with Dr. Kiyasetuo 
Stephen Vizo as the special 
guest.

The Compassion Chan-
nel is an initiative started by 
Dr. Kiyasetuo Stephen Vizo 
to create a platform for NSS 
volunteers to ‘earn while 
learning’ and give them the 
opportunity to give back to 
the NSS’ adopted village, 
Chedema. 

The special guest in his 
speech highlighted how the 
idea of compassion chan-
nel came to him on hearing 
about the activities of the 
NSS club. The compassion 
channel is to encourage 
and to motivate college stu-
dents to take up compas-
sionate activities or charity 
works targeting the needy 
and the downtrodden sec-

tion of the society through 
the mission “earning while 
learning for compassion-
ate works” and the slogan 
“Giving better than taking” 
he said.

He added that the 
channel is to inculcate the 
students not to burden 
their parents in doing any 
compassionate venture. 

It is to reverse the 
present practice of simply 
taking the heard earned, 
say money, of their parents 
and giving to the needy 
as a gesture of charity, to 
expectedly more satisfying 
ways of helping someone 
through the earnings of 
oneself with the sweat of 
one brows. The compas-
sion channel is to function, 
initially; with a seed money 
of INR 1,00,000 which is 
to be given to the college 
students either individuals 
or group of students from 

amongst those registered 
NSS volunteers. The ‘seed’ 
money determined and 
regulated by a board, and to 
be returned to the compas-
sion channel management 
board before the annual 
NSS special camp. 

 The students would be 
allowed to utilise the fund 
generated for compassion-
ate works during the camp. 

The compassion chan-
nel is a “win-win channel” 
for both the needy and 
the students. It opens a 
nobel channel not only to 
help the needy in a most 
meaningful and practi-
cable manner with active 
involvement of students 
in lawful income generat-
ing activities but also likely 
to have a lifelong positive 
impact on the life of the 
students in doing more 
compassionate works for 
years to come, it stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): The Sainik School 
Punglwa celebrated Hindi Pakhwada from 
Sep. 1 to the 14th at Punglwa in Peren.

A press release from the school in-
formed that the event was celebrated to 
promote Hindi language and encourage 
the cadets to use it to optimise their com-
munication. As part of celebration, school 
assemblies were conducted in Hindi and 
various activities such as Hindi quiz com-
petition, general knowledge competition, 
essay writing competition and debate 

competition were conducted for the cadets 
as a part of ‘inter-house competition.’

The officiating Principal, Lt. Col. MK 
Meitei, graced the final day of the pakhwa-
da as chief guest. He presented medals and 
certificates to the winners. 

The chief guest while addressing the 
cadets conveyed his compliments to all 
the participants and winners. He spoke on 
the importance of Hindi as a language in 
India and stated that it is necessary for an 
individual to learn this national language.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
NSCN (IM) has condoled 
the demise of its two sen-
ior executive members 
Ng. Koningam and Tosha-
li Kemp. 

N g .  K o n i n g a m 
breathed his last at the 
Fortis Hospital in New 
Delhi, after a prolonged 
illness. He joined the na-
tional service on January 
15, 1985. Toshali Kemp 
breathed his last at Tsem-
inyu town after a pro-
longed illness. He joined 
the national service on 
June 4, 1994. 

NSCN (IM),in a press 
release issued by its MIP, 
stated that both the lead-
ers served the nation self-
lessly and whole-heart-
edly in various capacities 
until their demise. 

It stated that their con-
tributions to the Naga 
cause would be honoured 
and cherished by all.

NSCN (IM) has con-
veyed condolences to 
their bereaved families 
and prayed to the Al-
mighty God to grant eter-
nal peace and rest to the 
deceased.

In  a n o t h e r  s t a t e -
ment, NSCN (IM) has 
condemned the arrest 
of Keisang Kamei, son 
of Kaipisin Kamei of 
Phalong/ Bhalok village, 
Tamenglong district, by 
the 23 Assam Rifles per-
sonnel at Sibilong village 
on September 13.

It testified that the ar-
rested individual was not 
a member of the NSCN 
and not related to the 
NSCN activities in any 
manner.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): More or-
ganisations from various districts 
have condemned the murder of an In-
spector Neiphretuo Metsei-o, whose 
body was found on Sep. 15 between 
Lasumi and Zapami village under 
Phek district.
Tangkhul zonal bodies: The four 
Tangkhul Longphang (north, east, 
west and south) zonal bodies, com-
prising of all villages in Tangkhul 
region have condemned the murder 
of Neiphretuo Metsie-o.

While assuring support to the 
decease family, the zonal bodies 
stated that it has pressed upon the 
law enforcing agencies in arresting 
the absconding culprits at the earliest. 
It also said that they have also alerted 
all the villages under the four jurisdic-
tions to act and inform as and when 
the culprits is identified.

Appreciating the Police depart-
ment of Nagaland and Manipur 
for speedy arrest of Ringthingchon 
Lungharwoshi, the organisation 
urged upon the government of both 
the states to ensure immediate ar-
rest of the absconding suspect. The 
organisation cautioned that whoever 
is found harbouring the absconder 
shall be dealt seriously as per the law 
of the land. 
AGOK: The Angami Gazetted Of-
ficers Krotho (AGOK) has strongly 
condemned the killing of one of its 
members from Northern Angami 
Gazetted Officer Krotho (NAGOK), 
Neiphretuo Metsei-o, inspector, 5th 
NAP Bn. posted at Pfütsero.

“Till yesterday, we had hoped and 
prayed for reassuring news of our 
member Late Neiphretuo. Words fail 
us as we grapple with the sheer in-
humanity and cold blooded intent of 
the perpetrators, who had no qualms 
about taking the precious God given 
life of a fellow human being,” the 
AGOK stated.

The organisation has strongly 
condemned the outrageous act of  
murdering a promising police of-
ficer in the prime of his life, not only 
depriving the police force of one of 
its young officers, but also leaving 
behind a desolated young family, 

scarred by this incomprehensible and 
abominable act.

The AGOK offered condolence to 
the deceased wife Hili and children. 
The organisation also expressed its  
solidarity with his native village Chie-
chama and the law enforcing agen-
cies and strongly urged that no effort 
be spared to ensure that the victim 
and his family get justice.
NAPO: The Northern Angami Public 
Organisation (NAPO) has strongly 
condemned the gruesome murder of 
its member Neiphretuo Metsieo.

“The wilful act of these perpe-
trators has no place in the society 
and anyone trying to shelter or abet 
these barbaric murderers shall be 
held equally responsible for all the 
consequences,” the NAPO stated. The 
organisation appealed the govern-
ment to arrest the perpetrators and 
give befitting punishment to all the 
culprits. 
TBCA: The Tangkhul Baptist Church-
es Association, in the strongest term 
condemned the barbaric act of mur-
dering Neiphretuo Mesie-o of Chie-
chama village.

“We are deeply shocked to learn 
that such a precious son of our Naga 
soil had been ended in such a heinous 
manner” it stated.

With prayer for justice, the asso-
ciation appealed to the concerned au-
thority that the perpetrator be booked 
and brought to justice at the earliest. 
It is also appealed to the Tangkhul 
public to extend any possible and 
necessary help in arresting the culprit. 
It further conveyed condolence to the 
bereaved family.

TPO: The Tenyimi Peoples’ Organisa-
tion (TPO) has flayed, what it called, 
‘the diabolic murder’ of Neiphre-
tuo Metsei-o. Terming the act as 
the handiwork of “devil-possessed 
individuals,” the TPO appealed to all 
the people to help in apprehending 
the perpetrators and award befitting 
action against them. 
WCH: The Western Chakhesang Hoho 
(WCH) while condemning the hei-
nous murder of Neiphretuo Metseio, 
said that such cold blooded murder-

ers have no place in a civilised society 
and should not go unpunished.  

“The presence of such ruthless 
criminals would threaten the safety 
of all citizens; as such the WCH urges 
the law enforcing agencies to take all 
measures necessary in bringing the 
culprits to book at the earliest” the 
hoho stated.
NPP: The National People’s Party 
(NPP) Nagaland state unit while con-
demning the cold blooded murder of 
Neiphretuo Metseio, said that such 
savage act should not be tolerated in 
any civilised society. The party urged 
the law enforcing agency to leave no 
stone unturned in probing the mur-
ders, so that the culprits are appre-
hended at the earliest and accorded a 
befitting punishment.  
KVC: The Kohima Village Council 
(KVC) condemned the heinous crime 
committed on the law enforcing 
agency. 

“No stone must be left unturned 
to bring the murderers to justice im-
mediately according to the law of the 
land,” the council stated. The council 
said that the government and the 
society must ensure that this kind of 
crime do not recur in the future. 
SAH: The Sumi Aphuyemi Hoho 
(SAH) while vehemently condemning 
the barbaric murder of Neiphretuo 
Metseio, stated that “nobody should 
try to shield the culprits but the law 
enforcing agency must award befit-
ting punishment on fast track so that 
this kind of incident is never commit-
ted in future.”

The hoho said the incident should 
not look into the tribal line but eve-
rybody should cooperate with the 
police to bring the culprits to book 
as per the law of the land and let the 
peace prevail in our land.

Meanwhile, the Mao Union Kohi-
ma, Lower Phaibung village, Tangkhul 
Union Kohima, Mao Hoho Dimapur, 
Kuki Inpi Nagaland, and Poumai 
Hoho Nagaland also condemned the 
murder of Metseio and appealed the 
concerned authority to arrest the cul-
prits at the earliest and ensure justice 
that the victim and family.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The ICAR-All India Coordi-
nated Research Project on 
pig, dept. of LPM, NU SAS-
RD, Medziphema campus, 
conducted an off campus 
awareness programme on 
the topic “de-worming of 
pigs” at Mezoma Village on  
Sep. 14.

The resource person 
Dr. Kekhrietsolie Keyho, 

spoke on importance of de-
worming of pigs, schedules, 
dosage and administration 
methods to avoid under 
dose/overdose and how to 
get effective result of pro-
duction through timely use 
of worm medicine. 

He said re-infestation 
of worm is common due 
to unclean pig shed, there-
fore,  daily removal of pig 

manure before feeding is 
essential were stressed by 
the resource person. 

“Among domesticat-
ed animals pigs are the 
cleanliest animal, they 
usually urinate and def-
ecates away from feeding 
and sleeping area if they 
are provided with clean 
and sufficient place,” he 
remarked.
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Street Fighting 
After a Glass of 

Vijay Mallya
T

he Vijay Mallya issue is fast acquiring the pro-
portions of a whodunit as the war of words 
between Union Finance Minister, Arun Jait-
ley, and the Congress President, Rahul Gandji 

shows no sign of abating. Accusations are flying thick 
and fast. It is a measure of shrewdness on the part of the 
liquor baron and owner of the Kingfisher Airlines that 
he has let the cat among the pigeons at a point of time 
when his extradition from the UK was very much un-
der the active consideration of his present host country 
where he fled to evade action for defrauding the pub-
lic sector banks including the SBI. Mallya’s claim that 
he had spoken to the Finance Minister before leaving 
for London in 2016 appears to have been made with as 
much deliberation and malfeasance as possible. The 
way events unfolded themselves subsequently would 
make it crystal clear. The Finance Minister rubbished 
his claim, saying that he had never discussed the loan 
repayment issue with the fugitive from the law. Jaitley 
even suggested that he had snubbed Mallya and asked 
him to approach the bankers over the loan issue. In 
fairness to him, Mallya too later clarified that he had 
a chance meeting with Jaitley and nothing much was 
spoken between them. But this clarification came a day 
too late as the Congress President sought to extract as 
much political mileage as possible from this sensation-
al disclosure. To drive home the point of Jaitley’s alleged 
culpability further he introduced a witness to the meet-
ing in the form of Mr P.L.Punia, a Congress MP, who was 
reportedly present during the 15-20-minute interac-
tion between the Minister and the former Rajya Sabha 
MP at the Central Hall of Parliament. This was the pro-
verbial last straw culminating in a full-blown political 
slugfest. BJP ministers including Piyus Goyal and Sm-
riti Irani opened a broadside against Rahul Gandhi for 
his alleged concealment of income from a newspaper 
he had come to inherit from the grandfather. Throw-
ing political decorum to the winds, Irani said Rahul 
Gandhi would lose no chance to hold Modi into a tight 
embrace, but would run away from the Income Tax 
people. Goyal virtually labelled Punia as an “eavesdrop-
per”. Not satisfied with such verbal counter-attacks, the 
BJP opened another front as the CBI was mandated to 
investigate the manner the previous Congress-led UPA 
government had “bent” the rules to make bank loans 
available for Mallya-owned airlines, helping him to 
cheat the banks close to Rs 900 crore of public money. 
It is the same CBI which has been accused of scaling 
down the look -out notice for Mallya, indirectly helping 
his flight from the country. Mallya, meanwhile, must be 
laughing to himself, sure of the fact that he was safe as 
long as the ruling BJP and the main Opposition Con-
gress continue to go for each other’s jugular.

Jaideep Sarin | IANS

A Writer at Peace With Himself — 
and Nature — in a Broken World

Saket Suman  | IANS

Book: The Beauty of All My Days; 
Author: Ruskin Bond; Publisher: Penguin; 

Pages: 183; Price: Rs 499

L
ife is one epic story and the experiences that 
each individual has is varied and distinct. Au-
thor Ruskin Bond has been penning his life ex-
periences — in both fiction and nonfiction — 

for well over six decades now and is back with a fresh 
memoir. 

Jacketed in a surreal cover, with colourful flowers 
calming the reader’s impatient eyes, “The Beauty of 

All My Days” is dedicated to “all the kind readers and 
well-wishers who wait patiently outside Mussoorie’s 
Cambridge Book Depot on Saturday afternoons”. As 
is customary, India’s grand old author visits the book 
shop to interact with his readers. “It is a special time 
for me when I meet and sign their books,” he notes in 
the dedication section of the just-released book. 

The book has 10 chapters and numerous photo-
graphs of the writer’s private life, or as Bond describes 
it, writerly life. But Rusty, as his fans lovingly call him, 
has penned several similar volumes in the past such 
as “Lone Fox Dancing” and “Looking For the Rain-
bow”. Every time you think you know enough about 
the writer, adored so dearly across the country, there 
is something new that he throws at you.

And he does it again in “The Beauty of All My Days”. 
In the memoir, Bond wonders if his life would have 

been very different had his parents “not committed 
the mistakes and indiscretions that shaped their lives 
and mine and lives of my brother and sister”. Here, 
those who have read his previous works would recall 
the not-so-successful marriage of Bond’s parents — 
Aubrey Bond and Edith Clarke. 

So is Bond being repetitive? Perhaps yes, but he 
adds layers of reflections and shows to the reader that 
there are different interpretations of human memory, 
and the human mind sees them differently at differ-
ent stages of their lives. “Memory improves with age,” 
he had asserted in a previous book, and the offering at 
hand shows that the improvement in memory is per-
haps a more mature view of the past. 

“...had they (his parents) not met, I would not have 
come into this world, and that would have been a pity 
because, on the whole, I have had a happy and fulfill-
ing life and have given enjoyment to a few readers, 
young and old. I’m a person without many regrets...

“I inherited nothing of a material value -- not a 
penny, not a room that I could call my own,” recalls the 
author who began his literary venture with “A Room 
on the Roof”, whose protagonist “Rusty” became the 
life-long synonym for the writer. 

“... but I did inherit my father’s intellect and my 
mother’s sensuality, and possibly the two combined 
to turn me into a writer,” Bond quips. 

Contained in the memoir are tales of finding his 
own space, of his writing room, picnics and the little 
things that often go ignored in our fast-paced lives. 

But perhaps the most significant revelation the book 
carries is why Bond never writes about politics. 

Bond notes that since “everybody else does” he 
thought he should be the exception and “concentrate 
instead on birth and death and the interval between”. 

“The trouble with political issues is that they 
come and go very quickly, and if you make them a 
part of your story it is apt to date the writing. A short 
story I wrote 60 years ago, about meeting a blind girl 
on a train (The Eyes Have It / The Eyes Are Not Here 
/ The Girl on the Train), is still read with pleasure by 
young people today; but if the story had been about 
meeting a politician who was about to open an eye 
camp in his constituency, would it have the same im-
pact today? 

“The topical is for the day’s news media. The loves 
of... Romeo and Juliet, or Laila and Majnu, are timeless 
storytelling,” he writes. 

But he also asserts that he hasn’t ignored politics 
or political issues. “Different governments, different 
parties in power, different eras. I am fortunate to have 
witnessed a little history; political history,” he notes, 
before writing at length on India’s first Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

He ends the memoir by answering a question he 
is often asked: “Haven’t you ever thought of living in 
another country — of settling down somewhere else?” 

This is where the tragedies of our time creep into 
his pages. 

“As a boy I had romantic visions of Burma and the 
road to Mandalay. But it’s a harsh, intolerant land to-
day. And I don’t see myself penning poems in a poppy 
field in Afghanistan, my intentions would be misun-
derstood. Further West, into Arabia and the Middle 
East, there is only death and disaster: Syria, Iraq, Yem-
en, Libya... When does the suffering end? 

“America? I’m no Hemingway, I’m afraid of guns. 
And he shot himself, didn’t he? South America, up the 
Amazon? But they’ve cut all the forests away,” laments 
the 84-year-old writer. 

Bond reflects that “Destiny, or the Great Librarian” 
brought him to Landour’s humble Ivy Cottage where 
he has lived since 1981. 

“Mother Hill near Mother Ganga, and here I have 
spent my best days and done my best work. And here 
I stay, until I have written the last word.” 

Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in

When we share our faith, we share the 
greatest treasure of all.

I was paging through my great-grandmother’s Bible 
when a treasure fell into my lap. On a small scrap of 
paper, in a young child’s handwriting, were the words, 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted” (Matthew 5:3–4 kjv). Scribbled beside those 
verses in wobbly cursive was my mother’s signature.

My great-grandmother had a habit of teaching her 
grandchildren to write out Scripture verses so they would 
learn them and take them to heart. But the story behind 
this verse brought tears to my eyes. My grandfather died 
when my mother was very young, and her little brother 
(my uncle) died just weeks later. It was in that tragic sea-
son that my great-grandmother pointed my mother to 
Jesus and the comfort only He can give.

Paul wrote Timothy, “I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in 
your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in 
you also” (2 Timothy 1:5). Faith isn’t inherited, but it is 
shared. Timothy’s mother and grandmother shared their 
faith with him, and he believed.  

When we encourage those close to us to have hope in 
Jesus, we offer them a legacy of love. Through a simple 
note, my mother left evidence of my great-grandmother’s 
love for her Savior and her family. Oh, to share Him with 
those who come after us! 

Thank You for those who shared Your love with 
me, Father. Please help me to point others to Your 

salvation today.

Protective Thinking: Manipur State is Still Winning

World’s Largest Healthcare Scheme Will Cover 500 Million People — Health Minister JP Nadda 

T
he uncertainty on the possible outcome of 
Naga Peace Talk even after signing the 3rd Au-
gust Framework Agreement and latest social-
political developments happening in Manipur 

as well as in Nagaland clearly shows that Manipur is 
still winning in countering the limited progress made 
my Naga Nationalists.

This article shall highlight how Manipur is still win-
ning in all fronts. Observers and followers of Naga Peace 
Talks can easily evaluate on the limited progress made 
by Naga Nationalist in achieving its political goals by 
observing the responses of Manipur State Government 
supported by its loyal state citizens in strongly oppos-
ing any possible deal made between GoI and Naga 
Representatives whenever they suspect the agreement 
to be surpassing Manipur state existence. 

For easy understanding and to know latest updates 
on the status of Naga Peace Talks, one can begin by 
analyzing the outcome of June 2001 Imphal Upris-
ing, Mao gate episode and finally the signing of 3rd 
August Framework Agreement 2015 and its aftermath 
rumors of extending Article 371 A to the Naga terri-
tories of Manipur and the constitutional manner in 
which Manipur Government deals with Central Gov-
ernment and the Naga Nationalist to keep Manipur 
integrity intact. Till today, counting from the begin-
ning of Naga National Movement touching the period 
of 1949 Manipur merger with Union of India, Manipur 
State government has done quite well in safeguarding 
the interest of Manipur State where an inch of present 
Manipur state territory and its area is not decrease in 
size. What is remarkable is that Manipur state govern-
ment supported by its loyal citizens by banking on the 
complex working mechanism of Indian Constitution 
along with peoples solid support has withstood the 
continuous attack of Naga Nationalist armed groups 

and Kuki Nationalist armed groups in breaking up Ma-
nipur. The funnier side is that the Manipur State loyal 
citizens composed mainly of Meiteis brothers don’t 
even owned areas of lands except for cases like Jiribam, 
Moreh etc and few settlements in the hills of Manipur 
traditionally inhabited by Nagas and Kukis yet the poli-
cies applied by them has till now keep Manipur win-
ning in all front and observing the unchanged mindset 
of Naga and Kuki decision makers, one can conclude 
for time being that Manipur will keep winning for 
longtime from now as they are lead by superb organ-
izers and strategists. While on other side Nagas and 
Kukis are still ferociously debating on their history by 
quoting colonial British administrative records and 
reports not realizing that they share common interest 
and are meant to be allies if they are serious at all in 
achieving their political goals in the near future. But 
loving Christian Nagas and Christian Kukis belonging 
to the same breed knows only the language of violence 
and intimidation, treachery, double standard game 
and nothing else.

It is open secret that Manipur Government has al-
ways capitalized on the historic enmity between Nagas 
and Kukis of Manipur to protect Manipur state integ-
rity. Naga-Kuki uncompromising attitude has always 
put Meiteis in advantage and the latest happenings 
show no sign of any compromise between the two 
major tribes of Manipur, this reality again confirm that 
Manipur is still winning.

Keen observers of Naga National Movement know 
that Manipur is the key battle field apart from Assam 
and Arunachal Pradesh on Indian Territory to decide 
the final outcome of Naga Peace Talks.  They also know 
that Meiteis, Nagas and Kukis are major players in Ma-
nipur State politics where the stand of anyone of these 
ethnic communities determines the nature of its state 

politics even if the Meiteis love to put Manipuri iden-
tity tag to the Nagas and Kukis living in Manipur. In fact 
such policies implemented by Meitei’s population cre-
ated more identity crisis for the tribal’s who own and 
love their own ethnic identity and detest the name 
‘Manipuri’ given to them by the mighty Meiteis with 
aims and objectives to preserve the unity and integ-
rity of the  state. Having said this, I also don’t deny that 
many tribal’s politicians and common people exists 
who are now more Manipuri and Meitei than the peo-
ple born into a Ethnic Meitei where these Meiteinized 
and Manipurinized (for better understanding) tribal 
populations are extremely loyal to the Manipur State 
and has contributed immensely in safeguarding the 
state integrity both in the past and present. Yet as a be-
liever in democratic ideals and constitutional politics, 
every individual right to decide what he feel is right 
and good for him has to be respected and I don’t con-
demn Naga tribal populations who wants to protect 
Manipur state integrity. In the same line, even Naga 
decision makers has to give up full dependency on GoI 
to fulfill its demand and ought to change tactics by en-
gaging in constitutional war after regaining the trust of 
mass populations to achieve its political goals before 
the verdict of final defeat hit them sooner or later.

In addition to the recent drama of strikes and pub-
lic protest carried out in Imphal on Naga Framework 
Agreement as well on reports of extending Article 371 A 
in Naga territories of Manipur, the statement of Manipur 
Chief Minister Mr.  N Biren Singh, stating that there was 
no hurry to summon special session of the state as-
sembly to discuss the Framework Agreement signed 
between Centre and the NSCN IM since the Parliament 
had not tabled the matter during the last monsoon ses-
sion, fully confirms that Manipur is still winning.

Pakinrichapbo 

W
hat is touted as the world’s 
largest healthcare scheme - 
Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

(PMJAY) - will benefit over 500 million 
(50 crore) people which is more than 
the combined population of the United 
States, Canada and Mexico, Union Health 
Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda said.

The scheme, to be launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on September 
25, will provide a cover of up to Rs 5 lakh 
per family per year for secondary and ter-
tiary care hospitalisation.

“This is a very bold decision taken by 
Prime Minister Modi and this will ensure 
that poor people will not have to bother 
any longer for the cost of healthcare fa-
cilities,” Nadda told IANS in an interview 
here.

He said that 30 states and union ter-
ritories had signed the memorandum of 
understanding and have started work-

ing on implementation of the mission. 
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu have also 
joined the scheme recently. A pilot project 
of the scheme was launched in 22 states 
and union territories.

The ministry has received 15,686 ap-
plications for hospital empanelment, in-
cluding private hospitals, so far.

“Majority of the people (who will now 
be covered under the Ayushman Bharat 
scheme) could not afford the healthcare 
and hospitalisation. Things will change 
for a big population of the country,” 
Nadda, whose ministry has been pre-
paring for the launch of the ambitious 
healthcare scheme, said.

“Over 10.74 crore vulnerable enti-
tled families (approximately 50 crore 
beneficiaries) will be eligible for these 
benefits. PMJAY will help reduce cata-
strophic expenditure for hospitalisation, 
which impoverishes people and will help 
mitigate the financial risk arising out of 
catastrophic health episodes. When fully 
implemented, PMJAY will become the 
world’s largest fully government-financed 

health protection scheme,” Nadda said.
As per the health ministry estimates, 

62.58 per cent of the population in the 
country has to pay for their own health 
and hospitalization expenses and are not 
covered through any form of health pro-
tection.

Each year 4.6 per cent of the popu-
lation is pushed below the poverty line 
as people meet their healthcare needs 
spending large proportion of their in-
come and savings, borrowing money or 
selling their assets.

Ayushman Bharat aims to cover pre-
vention, promotion and ambulatory care 
at primary, secondary and tertiary level.

The scheme envisages creation of 
1,50,000 health and wellness centres 
which will bring health care closer to the 
homes of the people. These centres will 
provide comprehensive primary health 
care covering both maternal and child 
health services and non-communicable 
diseases, including free essential drugs 
and diagnostic services.

The second component of the scheme 

is the PMJAY which provides health pro-
tection cover to poor and vulnerable fam-
ilies for secondary and tertiary care.

The National Sample Survey Organi-
zation (NSSO) has found that 85.9 per 
cent of rural households and 82 per cent 
of urban households have no access to 
healthcare insurance/assurance.

More than 17 per cent of Indian 
population spends at least 10 per cent of 
household budget for health services.

The PMJAY primarily targets the poor, 
deprived rural families and identified oc-
cupational category of urban workers’ 
families as per the latest Socio-Economic 
Caste Census (SECC) data for both rural 
and urban areas.

“There is no cap on family size and 
age as well as restriction on pre-existing 
conditions (to avail the new scheme). It 
will cover hospitalisation cost from in-
patient care to post-hospitalisation care. 
Everything will be cashless and paper-
less,” Nadda said.

Jaideep Sarin can be contacted at 
jaideep.s@ians.in 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS
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Legacies of Love

BIBLE READ:  2 TIMOTHY 1:1–5  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.    
~   Matthew 5:16

IANS



E
ver since she was a kid, 
Hima Das woke up every 
morning before the crack of 
dawn and would go to the 

local grazing ground in a remote As-
sam village. With no proper gear or 
even a playground, she practiced 
running at this grazing ground, 
around 50 metres from her house, 
before the villagers let their cattle 
loose post sunrise.

Daughter of rice farmers, the 
same teenager left the world awe-
struck when she ran at a track and 
field stadium in Finland during the 
400 metre final at the U-20 World 
Championships, becoming the first 
Indian sprinter to win a gold medal 
at an international track event. 

The 18-year-old from Kand-
hulimari village in Dhing -- a small 
town situated approximately 20 km 
from Nagaon -- followed that with 
a gold in the women’s 4x400 metres 
and silver medals in the women’s 
400 metres and mixed 4x400 metres 
events at the recently-concluded 
Asian Games at Jakarta, Indonesia.

There are numerous such stories 
of Indian athletes who came from 
poor, underprivileged families but 
who showed true grit and fought 
extreme odds to make their families 
and the nation proud.

Swapna Barman, daughter of a 
van-rickshaw puller and tea-estate 
worker from Jalpaiguri in West Ben-
gal, overcame extreme poverty to 
become the first Indian woman to 
achieve a top podium finish in the 
gruelling heptathlon event at the 
Asian Games.

The Indian Army rower Dattu Ba-
ban Bhokanal did all sorts of odd jobs 
from digging wells to selling onions 

to working at a petrol pump in his 
arduous journey to the gold in men’s 
quadruple sculls event at the Asiad.

Harish Kumar, who was a part of 
Indian sepak takraw team that won 
bronze at the Asian Games, used to 
sell tea at his father’s shop in Delhi 
to support his family.

These are not isolated instances. 
According to one of India’s most 
celebrated athletes Anju Bobby 
George, this is more a norm than an 
aberration. Perhaps because due to 
their tough lifestyle and the absence 
of too many options in life, “they 
have insatiable hunger to succeed”, 
George told IANS.

“Children from rural areas or 
poor backgrounds engage in physi-
cal activities as part of their normal 
daily routine. After returning from 
school, they either work in the fields 
or play sports. So naturally most of 
our sports stars come from rural ar-
eas,” he said.

Recalling Hima’s childhood, her 
mother Jonali recalled she was al-
ways competitive and hated losing 
and related how she practiced run-
ning at a local grazing ground every 
morning before dawn as the villag-
ers came there with their herds of 
cattle after sunrise.

Swapna Barman, from Jalpaiguri 
town in northern Bengal, was born 
with six toes. She never found a shoe 
that fit her perfectly and pain was 
part of her life ever since she started 
walking. But enduring that constant 
pain, she won gold at heptathlon at 
the Asian Games. The heptathlon is 
a grilling seven-event contest which 
covers a range of track and field 
events and is spread over two days.

Swapna’s father Panchanan Bar-
man has been bedridden for the last 
few years. “It was not easy for her. 
We could not meet her expectations 

all the time but she would never 
complain,” Swapna’s mother Baso-
na told IANS in an emotion-choked 
voice.

The extra width of her feet makes 
landing painful and shoes wear out 
quickly. She found it difficult to meet 
the expenses of her equipment, said 
her childhood coach Sukanta Sinha.

“I was her coach from 2006-2013. 
She comes from a very poor family 
and could barely meet the expenses 
of training. I saw a spark in her when 
she was in the fourth standard. I 
started training her,” said Sukanta 
who could not get past the state level 
himself, his best being a third place 
finish in triple jump in a inter district 
meet in Bengal in the 1980s.

“She was extremely stubborn 
and that worked in her favour. We 
at Raikot Para Sporting Associa-
tion club supported her with all the 
equipment and shoes. Today I can-
not express in words how happy I 
am,” he added.

In Maharashtra, Dattu Baban 
Bhokanal endured unimagina-
ble suffering and hardships before 
achieving the pinnacle of sporting 
success. The Indian army rower won 
gold in the Men’s Quadruple sculls 
event at the Asiad. The 27-year-old, 
who had claimed a silver medal in 
the men’s single sculls at the Asian 
Rowing Championships in 2015, is 
currently one of the top rowers in 
the continent.

But his upbringing and early 
struggles is typical of millions of 
sportspersons in the country. From 
digging wells to selling onions to 
working in a petrol pump to repre-
senting India at the Rio Olympics 
while his mother was in a coma, 
Dattu has overcome every obstacle 
in life.

“We could not even afford two 
meals a day and it was then that I 
decided to start working with my 
father, who used to dig wells,” Dattu 
told IANS.

After the death of his father, Dat-
tu joined the Indian Army, a deci-
sion which was driven more by the 
need to feed his family than serving 
the nation.

“In 2013, I was selected for the 
Army Rowing Node (ARN) in Pune 
for better training. After six months 
of practice, I struck two gold medals 
at the national championships and 
that was a confidence-booster,” he 
said.

Boxer Amit Panghal, another ris-
ing star, hails from the msall Mayna 
village in Rohtak district of Harya-
na. His father Chaudhary Bijender 
Singh Panghal owns just an acre in 
his village and the family struggled 
to make ends meet.

“My elder brother was a boxer as 
well. He introduced me to boxing. 
But my family did not have the re-
sources to support both our careers. 
So my brother decided to sacrifice 
his dreams for me and joined the 
army,” Amit said.

“He told me before going to the 
army that he will take care of the 
family and my training expenses 
and asked me to focus on my boxing 
career. His words left a deep impres-
sion on me and I have been striving 
to live up to his expectations ever 
since,” he added.

The 22-year-old started training 
in 2007 at the Sir Chhotu Ram Box-
ing Academy in Rohtak. Trained by 
coach Arjun Dhankar, Amit enoyed 
an explosive start to his career at the 
national and international levels.

The light flyweight (49 kg) boxer 
won the gold medal in his debut 
appearance at the national cham-
pionships in 2017 and took bronze 
at Asian Amateur Boxing Cham-
pionships in Tashkent in May last 
year. He took silver at the Common-
wealth Games earlier this year be-
fore defeating reigning Olympic and 
Asian champion Hasanboy Dusma-
tov in the Asian Games final.

Ajeyo Basu can be contacted at  
ajeyo.b@ians.in 

W
e all know eating “healthy” food 
is good for our physical health 
and can decrease our risk of 
developing diabetes, cancer, 

obesity and heart disease. What is not as 
well known is that eating healthy food is 
also good for our mental health and can de-
crease our risk of depression and anxiety.

Mental health disorders are increasing at 
an alarming rate and therapies and medica-
tions cost $US2.5 trillion dollars a year glo-
bally.

There is now evidence dietary changes 
can decrease the development of mental 
health issues and alleviate this growing bur-
den. Australia’s clinical guidelines recom-
mend addressing diet when treating depres-
sion.

Recently there have been major advanc-
es addressing the influence certain foods 
have on psychological well-being. Increas-
ing these nutrients could not only increase 
personal well-being but could also decrease 
the cost of mental health issues all around 
the world.

1. Complex carbohydrates
One way to increase psychological well-
being is by fuelling brain cells correctly 
through the carbohydrates in our food. 
Complex carbohydrates are sugars made 
up of large molecules contained within fibre 
and starch. They are found in fruit, vegeta-
bles, and wholegrains and are beneficial for 
brain health as they release glucose slowly 
into our system. This helps stabilise our 
mood.

Simple carbohydrates found in sugary 
snacks and drinks create sugar highs and 
lows that rapidly increase and decrease feel-
ings of happiness and produce a negative 
effect on our psychological well-being.

We often use these types of sugary foods 
to comfort us when we’re feeling down. But 
this can create an addiction-like response 

in the brain, similar to illicit drugs that in-
crease mood for the short term but have 
negative long-term effects.

Increasing intake of complex carbohy-
drates and decreasing sugary drinks and 
snacks could be the first step in increased 
happiness and well-being.

2. Antioxidants
Oxidation is a normal process our cells carry 
out to function. Oxidation produces energy 
for our body and brain. Unfortunately, this 
process also creates oxidative stress and 
more of this happens in the brain than any 
other part of the body.

Chemicals that promote happiness in 
the brain such as dopamine and serotonin 
are reduced due to oxidation and this can 
contribute to a decrease in mental health. 
Antioxidants found in brightly coloured 
foods such as fruit and vegetables act as a 
defence against oxidative stress and inflam-
mation in the brain and body.

Antioxidants also repair oxidative dam-
age and scavenge free radicals that cause 
cell damage in the brain. Eating more anti-
oxidant-rich foods can increase the feel-
good chemicals in our brain and heighten 
mood.

3. Omega 3
Omega 3 are polyunsaturated fatty acids 
that are involved in the process of convert-
ing food into energy. They are important for 
the health of the brain and the communica-
tion of its feel-good chemicals dopamine, 
serotonin and norepinephrine.

Omega 3 fatty acids are commonly 
found in oily fish, nuts, seeds, leafy vegeta-
bles, eggs, and in grass fed meats. Omega 
3 has been found to increase brain func-
tioning, can slow down the progression of 
dementia and may improve symptoms of 
depression.

Omega 3 are essential nutrients that are 

not readily produced by the body and can 
only be found in the foods we eat, so it’s 
imperative we include more foods high in 
omega 3 in our everyday diet.

4. B vitamins
B vitamins play a large role in the produc-
tion of our brain’s happiness chemicals se-
rotonin and dopamine and can be found in 
green vegetables, beans, bananas, and beet-
root. High amounts of vitamins B6, B12, and 
folate in the diet have been known to protect 
against depression and too low amounts to 
increase the severity of symptoms.

Vitamin B deficiency can result in a re-
duced production of happiness chemicals 
in our brain and can lead to the onset of 
low mood that could lead to mental health 
issues over a long period. Increasing B vita-

mins in our diet could increase the produc-
tion of the feel good chemicals in our brain 
which promote happiness and well-being.

5. Prebiotics and probiotics
The trillions of good and bad bacteria living 
in our tummies also influence our mood, 
behaviour and brain health. Chemical mes-
sengers produced in our stomach influence 
our emotions, appetite and our reactions to 
stressful situations.

Prebiotics and probiotics found in yo-
ghurt, cheese and fermented foods such 
as kombucha, sauerkraut and kimchi work 
on the same pathways in the brain as anti-
depressant medications and studies have 
found they might have similar effects.

Prebiotics and Probiotics have been 
found to suppress immune reactions in the 
body, reduce inflammation in the brain, 
decrease depressed and anxious states and 
elevate happy emotions.

Incorporating these foods into our diet 
will not only increase our physical health 
but will have beneficial effects on our men-
tal health, including reducing our risk of dis-
orders such as depression and anxiety.

Megan Lee is an academic tutor and 
Lecturer, Southern Cross University.

 Joanne Bradbury is a lecturer in Evidence 
Based Health Care at Southern Cross 

University
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Daydreams and 
reveries could inspire new ideas for creative 
projects today. Visions, stories, or melodies 
might flood your mind, and it might be a 

good idea to write them down before they disappear. 
You’re also likely to feel more attuned than usual to the 
thoughts and feelings of others. Don’t be surprised if 
you intuitively give people what they want and need 
before they ask.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Affection 
blooms in close relationships as you tune 
into the thoughts, feelings, needs, and de-
sires of those around you. Communication 

should be clear, open, and honest without being bru-
tal. Social events should prove especially enjoyable to-
day, Taurus, as you’re likely to attract interesting people 
with intriguing and useful information. Reading could 
also prove beneficial now. Enjoy your day.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You should be 
in glowing good health today, Gemini. You’re 
feeling especially fit, and your appearance 
likely reflects that. You’re looking for healthy 

activities that also bring you pleasure, such as exercise 
and proper diet. Find a cookbook full of tasty recipes 
and use it. Your relations with others should be warm, 
loving, and companionable. Exercising with friends 
should encourage you to keep up the good work.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Love blos-
soms in close relationships as communi-
cation flows freely. You’re intuitive by na-
ture, Cancer, but today you feel especially 

attuned to others’ thoughts, feelings, needs, and de-
sires. Don’t be surprised if you grow closer to those 
around you. Children, in particular, should provide 
warmth and love. If you’re artistically inclined, start 
a new project today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Happiness reigns as 
you and your household embark on one or 
more projects that could make your home 
more cheerful, Leo. Warm and companion-

able conversations involve sharing interesting infor-
mation and bring you closer. Visitors could come by 
and other people could call with interesting news. 
This is a good day to throw an impromptu party. En-
joy your day!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A gathering in your 
neighborhood could prove unexpectedly 
pleasant and enjoyable. You might meet new 
people and get closer to the ones you already 

know. A lot of interesting and useful information could 
be exchanged. There might be more than one get-to-
gether that you’ll want to attend, Virgo, so you might 
spend a lot of time in the car. You might also lend or 
borrow some books.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A pleasant sur-
prise comes your way when you receive ei-
ther a present or small sum of money, per-
haps in the mail, Libra. Someone will either 

pay you back a loan or you could receive a gift for some 
small service you performed for someone. You could 
be tempted to turn that around and buy a present for 
someone else. Expect some calls that result in long and 
meaningful conversations.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Commu-
nication is likely to be warm, informa-
tive, and companionable today, Scorpio, 
and you’ll probably grow closer to those 

around you because of it. Your inspiration and 
imagination flow freely, and you’re likely to want to 
channel much of your energy into creative projects. 
You may also want to phone a friend who shares 
your artistic interests.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): If 
you’re musically or artistically inclined, 
Sagittarius, today you might have visions 
or melodies in your head that simply cry 

out to be written down. If you’re a writer, you may 
be filled with story ideas. Whatever your creative 
interests, inspiration abounds. It’s a good idea to 
start working on these projects today or they could 
disappear.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
should be busy with regard to communica-
tion, Capricorn. Calls and emails to people 
close to you may take up a lot of your time. 

You could be organizing a meeting or social event of 
some kind. You’re probably feeling optimistic and en-
thusiastic, and you’ll likely spread these feelings to 
others. You’re also better able to intuit what’s going on 
with them.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A get-together 
of some kind is likely to happen during the 
course of the working day, Aquarius. This 
should lead to pleasant and interesting 

conversations, possibly involving philosophy, spiri-
tual matters, or the arts. Communication with those 
around you should be clear and open. Correspon-
dence could take up almost as much time as conversa-
tions right now.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A message or 
phone call from someone dear who lives far 
away could arrive today. You’ve been think-
ing about this person for a while, Pisces, so 

don’t be surprised if you hear from him or her. You’re 
especially attuned to the thoughts and feelings of oth-
ers right now. In fact, you may feel especially inspired 
to work on projects of your own, as ideas are likely to 
fill your head. Have fun!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

How India’s Sports Stars Overcame Tough Personal Odds to Achieve Success

Five Types of Food to Increase Your Psychological Well-Being

Ajeyo Basu  | IANS

Megan Lee and Joanne Bradbury   
| The Conversation
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CBI charge sheet against Mallya likely in 
a month, bank officials may be included

Mob lynching in name of cow vigilantism 
‘blot on democracy’ — Mayawati

United Left  alliance sweeps JNUSU polls Railways to try 
Japanese technology in 
bio-toilets at stations

Child separated from jailed mother must 
be made to visit her regularly — Maneka

UP Police to launch first-ever dial-FIR, i-pad 
based crime dossier in country — DGP

Kejriwal takes on 
Modi, Rahul over 
religious outreach

BJP team to reach Goa to 
forge political roadmap

Members of Left Unity celebrate after  their success in Jawaharlal Nehru University Student Union 
(JNUSU) elections, in New Delhi, Sunday.

PTI

Vijay Mallya (File Photo)
PTI

Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati addresses a press 
conference, in Lucknow, Sunday.

PTI

Maneka Gandhi (File Photo)
PTI

Manohar Parrikar (File Photo)
PTI

new Delhi, Sep. 16 (Pti): 
Many senior bank officials 
who had dealt with loans 
given to liquor baron Vijay 
Mallya’s Kingfisher Airlines 
may be named as accused 
in a CBI charge sheet which 
is likely to be filed within a 
month, sources said.

This would be first 
charge sheet in the case 
pertaining to loans of over 
Rs 6000 crore given to King-
fisher by a consortium of 17 
banks led by State Bank of 
India which alone had an 
exposure of Rs 1600 crore.

The agency has already 
filed a charge sheet against 
Mallya last year in connec-
tion with a separate case re-
lated to Rs 900 crore pend-
ing loan given by IDBI bank 
in which senior officials 
of the bank were allegedly 
involved.

The CBI had registered 
two cases against Mallya 
related to the IDBI loans in 
2015 and consortium loan 
in 2016.

Refusing to give names 
of the officials, the sources 

said the first phase of probe 
into loans given by a con-
sortium of banks is almost 
complete and the charge 
sheet may be filed within 
a month while keeping the 
investigation open.

Both serving and re-
tired senior officials of the 
banks including the State 
Bank of India who had han-
dled Kingfisher Airlines 
loans may be named as 

accused in the charge sheet 
as the agency has gathered 
enough evidence against 
them on misuse of official 
position, they said. 

The top brass of erst-
while Kingfisher airlines 
including Mallya, its CFO 
A Raghunathan and other 
former senior executives 
will also be named as ac-
cused in the case, they said. 

They said the agency is 

also looking into the role of 
Finance Ministry officials 
who could have influenced 
the decision of the bank-
ers but their role is still be 
evaluated.

During the probe, 
the agency has gathered 
enough evidence to show 
that Mallya allegedly di-
verted the loan funds from 
the purpose for which they 
were given, they said.

The agency in its FIR 
has alleged that State Bank 
of India and its consor-
tium banks had advanced 
various credit facilities to 
Kingfisher Airlines Limited 
during the period between 
2005 and 2010, they said.

During 2009-10, the 
company failed to meet its 
repayment commitments 
to the bank from which it 
had availed the credit facili-
ties and Kingfisher Airlines 
did not keep its account 
with the consortium banks 
regular which became NPA, 
the FIR states.

The consortium banks, 
therefore, recalled the cred-

it facilities and also invoked 
corporate guarantee of 
UBHL and personal guar-
antee of Mallya, it alleged.

Mallya deliberately 
did not repay the amount, 
outstanding dues payable 
by Kingfisher Airlines to 
consortium of banks, the 
sources said. 

It is alleged that there 
was a conspiracy among 
group companies promot-
er and unknown others to 
cheat the lenders, they said.

SBI has an exposure of 
Rs 1,600 crore to the airline. 
Out of this, the bankers, 
which recalled the loan in 
February 2013, could re-
cover only around Rs 1,100 
crore after selling pledged 
shares of UB Group com-
panies.

Other banks that have 
exposure to the airline 
include Punjab National 
Bank and IDBI Bank (Rs 
800 crore each), Bank of 
India (Rs 650 crore), Bank 
of Baroda (Rs 550 crore), 
Central Bank of India (Rs 
410 crore).

Lucknow, Sep. 16 (Pti): 
Terming mob lynching in 
the name of cow vigilant-
ism as a “blot on democ-
racy”, BSP supremo Maya-
wati Sunday accused the 
BJP governments of laxity 
and indifference on the is-
sue.

“The increasing ten-
dency of indulging in mob 
lynching in the name of 
cow vigilantism in the BJP-
ruled states is a blot on 
democracy, yet the govern-
ments are exercising laxity 
and are being indifferent to 
it,” Mayawati told report-
ers here.

“These activities of the 
BJP governments (against 
the Dalits, tribals, back-
wards, Muslims and Chris-

tians) are going on since 
inception and are result of 
the BJP’s intention to go 
against the Constitution 
and maintaining a step-
motherly relationship with 
the Constitution. This has 
been the part of the basic 
policy of the BJP, which has 
assumed alarming propor-
tions after they came to 
power.” 

Mayawati was speaking 
to reporters here after she 
moved into her new resi-
dence vacating her sprawl-
ing bungalow on Supreme 
Court orders.

Accusing the BJP of re-
sorting to different diver-
sionary tactics as 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections are ap-
proaching, Mayawati said 

new Delhi, Sep. 16 (Pti): The Ut-
tar Pradesh Police is set to launch 
a first of its kind dial-FIR scheme 
in the country where a common 
man can register regular crimes 
without going to a police station 
even as it is preparing an online 
photographic dossier of criminals 
that will be provided to policemen 
on 22,000 new i-pads.

Besides this, the Uttar Pradesh 
Police is also expanding the coun-
ter-terror combat and response 
grid in the state by training over 
100 fresh commandos in special 
skills including a maiden batch of 
women personnel, Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) O P Singh told 
PTI in an interview here.

The aim is to enhance the 
strength of the ATS both qualita-
tively and quantitatively, he said.

“We are soon going to start an 
e-FIR or dial-FIR scheme in the 
state. It is the FIR (first informa-
tion report) that sets the law into 
motion and unless you register 
a police case your investigation 
does not start. We thought how 

could we change this and then 
it was seen that we were getting 
almost 20,000 events every day 
over UP 100 (police emergency 
number) on call. 

“Everything that is reported to 
UP 100 relates to certain catego-
ries of crime that includes cases 
like those of vehicle theft. Now, 
for such crimes, one can dial the 
emergency number and file an 
FIR, a call-based FIR. This will be 
like a regular FIR, under similar 
sections of IPC, and people need 
not come to the police station to 
get a case registered. We are the 
pioneer state to do this,” the DGP 
told the news agency.

A 2-month pilot project con-
ducted on it in Ghaziabad has 
been found to be successful, he 
said.

This will be coupled with 
another soon-to-be launched 
citizen-centric service over new 
mobile apps (applications).

All the small paper applica-
tion-based things like getting do-
mestic help verification, lost and 

found complaint, obtaining per-
mission for taking out a proces-
sion, getting character certificate 
from police...a total of 22 domains 
of police permissions can be ob-
tained from home online, without 
the citizen coming to the police 
station, he said.

To combat crime, an online 
dossier of criminals in the state 
has also been prepared, Singh 
added.

“The investigating officers in 
various districts of the state will 
be given 22,000 new i-pads soon 
on which we have fed a dossier of 
over 1-lakh small and big crimi-
nals. 

“Once they reach a crime spot 
they will show photos of the prob-
able suspects of the area and other 
places, based on initial leads. We 
are contacting the jail department 
to enrich this data. This database 
will keep building up and more 
such smart gadgets will be pro-
vided to policemen on ground,” 
he said.

This dossier would help in 

solving a case fast as the suspects 
can be identified quickly, the DGP 
said.

Singh said UP is the only sec-
ond state to prepare such a local-
ised online criminal database after 
Punjab.

Talking about special police 
units like the anti-terror squad 
(ATS) and special weapons and 
tactics (SWAT) teams, the DGP 
said their strength will be bol-
stered with the induction of 118 
commandos including a dozen 
women personnel.

“At a number of prominent 
and metro cities in the the state 
like Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Meerut, 
Allahabad and Kanpur among 
others we will be be deploying 
special police operation teams 
(SPOTs) to counter any terror-like 
or sabotage incident,” the DGP 
said.

“We are landscaping the entire 
security apparatus in UP so that 
professionalism and competence 
of all police units including special 
teams is enhanced,” Singh said.

the saffron party is making 
lucrative announcements 
and not leaving any stone 
unturned to derive advan-
tage from the demise of 
former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee.

“...They never followed 
his (Vajpayee’s) footsteps, 
when he was alive,” she 
charged.

The BSP supremo’s 
statement assumes sig-
nificance as Sunday marks 
completion of one month 
of death of Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee.

Mayawati said: “People 
of the country know that 
the campaign undertaken 
by the BJP and the RSS in 
the name of Vajpayee is an 
attempt to hide its failures. 
The BJP will not get any 
benefit from this. The peo-
ple of the country now un-
derstand that none of the 
election promises made in 
2014 Lok Sabha elections 
was fulfilled.” 

Referring to demoneti-
sation, Mayawati alleged it 
was implemented in an 
unplanned manner leading 
to “financial emergency”.

She claimed some per-
sons also lost their lives due 
to the withdrawal of high 
value currency notes.

“It exploited the la-
bourers, farmers, small 
traders and hardworking 
people. Time has come to 
seek a report. The BJP has 
no consolation to offer to 
the people in the after-
math of demonetisation,” 
Mayawati said.

new Delhi, Sep. 16 (ianS): The United 
Left alliance on Sunday won all the four 
top posts in the Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity Students Union (JNUSU), leaving the 
ABVP and NSUI way behind.

The JNUSU Election Committee an-
nounced that N. Sai Balaji, Sarika Chaud-
hary, Aejaz Ahmad Rather and Amutha Jay-
adeep of the Left alliance had been elected 
to the President, Vice President, General 
Secretary and Joint Secretary respectively.

In this year’s annual union election 
which took place on Friday, a total of 5,185 
votes were cast, marking a 68 per sent turn-
out, a steep hike from last year’s 58.69 per 
cent. Of these, 5,170 votes were counted 
as valid. 

Sarika Chaudhary, the Vice President-
elect, received the most votes and also 
maintained the highest margin. With 2,692 
votes, she was 1,679 votes ahead of the 
runner-up, ABVP’s Geeta Sri.

The highest winning margin was for 
the President’s post, where Balaji breezed 

towards a comfortable win with 1,189 votes 
over ABVP’s Lalit Pandey, who trailed him 
by 972 votes.

Left’s Rather (General Secretary) and 
Jayadeep (Joint Secretary) got 2,423 and 
2,047 votes respectively, defeating ABVP’s 
Ganesh (1,235 votes) and Venkat Chaubey 
(1,290 votes). 

The United Left is an alliance of the 
All India Students Association (AISA), 
Students Federation of India (SFI), Demo-
cratic Students Front (DSF) and All India 
Students Federation (AISF).

The President-elect belongs to AISA, 
the Vice President is from DSF, the General 
Secretary’s post went to SFI and Joint Sec-
retary’s post was grabbed by AISF. 

The Birsa Ambedkar Phule Students 
Association (BAPSA) trailed at the third 
position for the post of President, Vice 
President and General Secretary. The Na-
tional Students Union of India (NSUI) was 
the third runner-up for the post of Joint 
Secretary. 

new Delhi, Sep. 16 (ianS): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Sunday took 
a jibe at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Con-
gress President Rahul Gan-
dhi for visiting mosques 
and temples.

“Rahulji  is visiting 
temples, Modiji is visiting 
mosques. Nation build-
ing can’t be done by going 
to temples and mosques 
but by providing schools, 
hospitals, roads, electric-
ity, water to the common 
people,” Kejriwal tweeted.

“Higher education in-
stitutes and world class 
research institutes are the 
temples and mosques of 
the 21st century,” the Aam 
Aadmi Party leader added.

Recently, Modi attend-
ed the ‘Ashara Mubaraka’ 
- commemoration of mar-
tyrdom of Imam Hussain 
at the Saifee Mosque in 
Indore, Madhya Pradesh, 
where Assembly elections 
are due this year.

Rahul Gandhi em-
barked on the strenuous 
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 
this month.

Panaji, Sep. 16 (ianS): With 
Goa Chief Minister Mano-
har Parrikar admitted to 
the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences in Delhi, 
a team of central BJP lead-
ers is expected to arrive in 
Goa on Sunday to assess 
and recommend to the 
Centre a political roadmap 
for the BJP-led coalition 
government.

“He will arrive in the 
afternoon after he will meet 
senior party leaders and 
coalition partners to decide 
on the future course of ac-
tion,” Tendulkar said.

While a section of sen-
ior BJP leaders feel that 

dissolution of the state As-
sembly and a mid-term 
poll is the way ahead, in-
stead of thrusting senior 
leaders at the helm of gov-
ernment, some legislators 
believe that the govern-
ment should continue at 
any cost.

Ram Lal will meet of-
ficials from the BJP, al-
lies as well as supporting 
Independent MLAs in 
a bid to forge a political 
strategy and finalise op-
tions for the post of Chief 
Minister, before recom-
mending the same to BJP 
President Amit Shah on 
Monday.

new Delhi, Sep. 16 (Pti): 
Women and Child Devel-
opment Minister Maneka 
Gandhi has proposed that a 
child separated from jailed 
mother must be made to 
visit her in prison at least 
thrice a week, amid inci-
dents of such children get-
ting trafficked.

The Women and Child 
Development Ministry has 
written to the Home Min-
istry to include a clause in 
the prison manual under 
which children are made 
to visit the mother thrice 
a week so that she does 
not lose touch with them, 

a senior ministry official 
has said.

“When a child is born 
in prison, the mother raises 
his/her there till five years 
of age and suddenly after 
five years of age, the child is 
separated from the mother. 
We found that half of the 
mothers whose children 
have been separated don’t 
know whereabouts of their 
children. Many of them get 
trafficked,” Gandhi said.

“We are planning to 
add a clause under prison 
manual if a child is taken 
away then she/he has to 
be presented to see his/her 

n e w  D e l h i ,  S e p .  1 6 
(ianS): Railways will try 
Japanese technology in 
bio-toilets, which is dif-
ferent from those being 
used here, at a few se-
lected stations as a pilot 
project to ascertain its 
efficiency in the Indian 
system.

While one Japanese 
bio-toilet is already op-
erational at Madgaon 
station in Konkan railway 
route, two more such toi-
lets will be installed in 
the capital and Varanasi 
stations.

 Japan will give 150 
bio-toilets for free as per 
the pilot project and all 
these will be installed at 
various stations and not 
in trains.

The use of Japanese 
technology for bio-toilets 
will depend upon the re-
sults of the pilot project, 
said the official. 

Japanese bio-toilet 
technology is different 
from the ones used on 
Indian Railways. 

It is based on sawdust 
and special churning sys-
tem to decompose the 
faecal matters in toilet 
tank, while the Indian 
technology depends on 
bacteria-driven process. 

The national trans-
porter is addressing the 
biggest complaint that 
passengers have with its 
trains and stations -- toi-
lets. 

The public transport-
er has faced public criti-
cism for stinking toilets, 
especially in long-dis-
tance trains.

A Comptroller and 

Auditor General of In-
dia (CAG) report in 2017 
states that foul smell was 
found emanating from as 
many as 223 bio-toilets. 
Inspection indicated a 
problem with the flush-
ing system and inade-
quate water supply.

Smooth functioning 
of toilets is very essen-
tial for Indian Railways 
as some train journey 
lasts for 30 to 40 hours.
Besides, Indian Railways 
also plans to test hybrid 
toilets --  bio-vacs -- 
which are bio-toilets with 
the vacuum flush facility. 
It is procuring 2,000 bio-
vacuum hybrid toilets 
for 500 coaches and will 
scale up depending on 
the response.

Vacuum system re-
duces use of water con-
siderably in flushing of 
toilets.

Keeping the toilets 
glitch-free is a constant 
struggle for the Rail-
ways, with the loos be-
ing choked with litter, 
plastic bottles, sanitary 
napkins and other inor-
ganic waste. 

The Railways aims to 
complete the installa-
tion of bio-toilets in all 
coaches by March 2019. 
The bio toilets were fit-
ted first in new coaches 
and then retrofitted in 
the old ones. This is done 
at railway workshops in 
Mumbai’s Parel, Bhopal 
and Jhansi.

Railways has set a 
high target of install-
ing 90,000 bio-toilets in 
22,500 coaches in the 
current fiscal.

mother thrice a week and 
the child should not be al-
lowed to leave the district,” 
she said.

The proposal comes 
amid reports of mothers 
unable to locate their child 
after leaving prison, the 
senior ministry official said.

“After a child is taken 
away from the mother, 
the child goes to a shelter 
home and the shelter home 
gets disconnected from 
the prison as a result the 
mother loses contact with 
the child,” the official said.

So the minister has said 
that there should be a sys-
tem under which there is 
a regular interaction with 
the mother and for that 
the WCD Ministry has ap-
proached the Home Minis-
try, he added.

Sumaira Kumar, a child 
rights activist, said it is a 
very good move to keep 
the child in touch with the 
mother lodged in prison, if 
it could get implemented.

“There have been sev-
eral such cases where the 
child has lost touch with 
the mother in prison. If 
such a decision is taken 
then it would be a bless-
ing for the mother and the 
child but strict implemen-
tation has to be followed,” 
Kumar added.
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Typhoon pounds China after killing 64 in Philippines

London Mayor calls for second Brexit referendumFloods renders 30,000 
homeless in Nigeria

South Korean officials visit Pyongyang 
for leaders’ summit preparations

Putin, Erdogan to discuss 
Syria amid discord over Idlib

Germany to support 
Libyan elections 
with $2.33 mn. — UN

Toll in US storm increases to 13

Hong Kong, Sep. 16 (PTI/AP): 
Typhoon Mangkhut barrelled 
into southern China on Sunday 
after lashing the northern Phil-
ippines with strong winds and 
heavy rain that left at least 64 
people dead and dozens more 
feared buried in a landslide. 

More than 2.4 million peo-
ple had been evacuated in 
southern China’s Guangdong 
province by Sunday evening 
to flee the massive typhoon 
and nearly 50,000 fishing boats 
were called back to port, state 
media reported.

The gambling enclave 
of Macau closed casinos for 
the first time and the Hong 
Kong Observatory warned 
people to stay away from the 
Victoria Harbour landmark, 
where storm surges battered 
the sandbag-reinforced wa-
terfront.

Hong Kong’s RTHK broad-
caster cited experts as saying 
Mangkhut was expected to be 
the strongest typhoon to hit the 
city in decades. 

The Hong Kong Observa-
tory issued its strongest storm 
warning for 10 hours on Sun-
day, just slightly shorter than 
the record time of 11 hours 
set by Typhoon York in 1999, 
the South China Morning Post 
reported.

The storm made landfall in 
the Guangdong city of Taishan 
at 5 p m, packing wind speeds 
of 162 kilometres per hour. 
State television broadcaster 
CGTN reported that surging 
waves flooded a seaside hotel 
in the city of Shenzhen.

Groceries flew off the 
shelves of  supermarkets 
in the provincial capital 
of Guangzhou as residents 
stocked up in anticipation of 
being confined at home by the 
typhoon, China’s official Xin-
hua News Agency said.

Authorities in southern 
China issued a red alert, the 
most severe warning, as the 
national meteorological center 
said the densely populated 
region would face a “severe test 
caused by wind and rain” and 
urged officials to prepare for 
possible disasters.

Hundreds of flights were 
cancelled. All high-speed and 
some normal rail services in 
Guangdong and Hainan prov-
inces were also halted, the 
China Railway Guangzhou 
Group Co. said.

In Hong Kong, a video 
posted online by residents 
showed the top corner of an 
old building break and fall 
off, while in another video, a 
tall building swayed as strong 
winds blew.

The storm also broke win-
dows, felled trees, tore bamboo 

scaffolding off buildings under 
construction and flooded ar-
eas with sometimes waist-high 
waters, according to the South 
China Morning Post.

The paper said the heavy 
rains brought storm surges of 
3 metres around Hong Kong.

Hong Kong Security Minis-
ter John Lee Ka-chiu urged resi-
dents to prepare for the worst.

“Because Mangkhut will 
bring winds and rains of ex-
traordinary speeds, scope and 
severity, our preparation and 
response efforts will be greater 
than in the past,” Lee said. 

“Each department must 
have a sense of crisis, make a 
comprehensive assessment 
and plan, and prepare for the 
worst.” Hong Kong’s Cathay Pa-
cific said all of its flights would 
be canceled between 2:30 a.m. 
Sunday and 4 a.m. Monday. 

The city of Shenzhen also 
canceled all flights between 
Sunday and early Monday 
morning. Hainan Airlines can-
celed 234 flights in the cities 
of Haikou, Sanya, Guangzhou, 
Shenzhen and Zhuhai sched-
uled over the weekend.

In Macau, next door to 
Hong Kong, casinos were or-
dered to close from 11 p.m. Sat-
urday, the first time such action 
was taken in the city, the South 
China Morning Post reported. 

Macau suffered catastroph-
ic flooding during Typhoon 
Hato last year, leading to ac-
cusations of corruption and 
incompetence at its meteoro-
logical office.

In Macau’s inner harbour 
district, the water level reached 
1.5 meters on Sunday and was 
expected to rise further. The 
district was one of the most 

affected by floods from Ty-
phoon Hato, which left 10 peo-
ple dead.

In the northern Philippines, 
Mangkhut made landfall Sat-
urday on the northeastern tip 
of Luzon island with sustained 
winds of 205 kilometres per 
hour and gusts of 255 kph.

Dozens of people, mostly 
small-scale miners and their 
families, were feared to have 
been trapped by a landslide in 
the far-flung village of Ucab in 
Itogon town in the northern 
Philippines’ Benguet prov-
ince, Itogon Mayor Victorio 
Palangdan said by phone on 
Sunday.

Palangdan said three villag-
ers who nearly got buried by 
the huge pile of mud and rocks 
told authorities they saw resi-
dents rush into an old three-
story building, a former min-

ing bunkhouse that has been 
transformed into a chapel, 
at the height of the typhoon’s 
onslaught Saturday afternoon.

“That was not an author-
ized evacuation center,” Pal-
angdan said, but expressed 
sadness that the villagers, many 
of them poor miners, had few 
options to survive in a region 
where big corporations have 
profited immensely from gold 
mines.

Police Superintendent Pel-
ita Tacio said 34 villagers had 
died and 36 remained missing 
in the landslides in Ucab and 
another village in Itogon town. 

Rescuers were scrambling 
to pull out the body of a victim 
from the mound of mud and 
rocks in Ucab before Tacio left 
the area Sunday.

“It’s very sad. I could hear 
villagers wailing in their homes 

near the site of the accident,” 
Tacio said by phone.

Rescuers were hampered 
by rain and mud, and the 
search and rescue operation 
was suspended at nightfall and 
will resume at daybreak Mon-
day, Palangdan said. 

Police and their vehicles 
could not immediately reach 
the landside-hit area because 
the ground was unstable and 
soaked from the heavy rains, 
regional police chief Rolando 
Nana told the ABS-CBN TV 
network.

Overall, at least 64 people 
have died in typhoon incidents 
in the northern Philippines, 
mostly from landslides and col-
lapsed houses, according to the 
national police. 

Forty-five other people 
were missing and 33 were in-
jured in the storm.

London, Sep. 16 (PTI): London Mayor 
Sadiq Khan on Sunday called for a 
second Brexit referendum as he criti-
cised the Conservative party-led UK 
government’s increasingly “chaotic 
approach” to the negotiations with the 
28-member European Union (EU).

The Pakistani-origin Opposition 
Labour Party leader said the fresh 
vote should offer voters the choice of 
staying in the EU against any deal the 
UK government manages to strike or 
against a “no-deal” Brexit, if an agree-
ment cannot be reached. 

Writing in the ‘Observer’ newspa-
per, Khan warned that with the UK 
due to leave the EU in six months, by 
March 2019, it now faced either a “bad 
deal” or “no deal”.

“Both these scenarios are a million 
miles away from what was promised 
during the EU referendum cam-
paign,” Khan said, claiming that inde-
pendent analysis had forecast 500,000 
fewer jobs across Britain by 2030 if a 

Brexit deal is not reached.
“I’ve become increasingly alarmed 

as the chaotic approach to the nego-
tiations has become mired in confu-
sion and deadlock, leading us down a 
path that could be hugely damaging 
not only to London, but the whole 
country,” he said.

The former Labour Party MP from 
Tooting in south London warned that 
the whole Brexit debate had become 
more about former foreign secretary 
Boris Johnson’s “political ambitions” 
than what was good for the UK.

“The need for another public vote 
on Brexit was never inevitable, or 
something I ever thought I’d have to 
call for,” he said.

“But the reality is that the abject 
failure of the government and the 
huge risk we now face of either a bad 
deal or a ‘no deal’ Brexit means that 
giving people a fresh say on our future 
is now the right, and only, approach 
left for the good of our country,” Khan 

added.
He said the government had failed 

to put the national interest ahead of 
party politics.

As calls for a People’s Vote cam-
paign for a second referendum has 
been building up, British Prime Min-
ister Theresa May had said that “giving 
in” to such calls for a second referen-
dum on the final terms of the UK’s 
withdrawal from the EU would be “a 
gross betrayal of our democracy”.

People’s Vote, a cross-party group 
that includes several high-profile fig-
ures and MPs, has been trying to sway 
the Labour Party to back its campaign 
and Khan’s open support will come as 
a welcome boost for the drive.

Meanwhile, in a letter to UK Brexit 
Secretary Dominic Raab, published 
by ‘The Sunday Times’, Labour’s shad-
ow Brexit Secretary Sir Keir Starmer 
warned the government that Labour 
MPs will vote down attempts to force 
the country into a “blind Brexit”.

The Labour Party’s official policy 
remains to respect the outcome of the 
EU referendum in 2016, and not to call 
for a new one but to “leave all options 
on the table” if a deal is not agreed by 
Parliament. 

Party leader Jeremy Corbyn him-
self has repeatedly failed to rule out 
the prospect of a second vote, but 
has consistently said it is not party 
policy and Labour is not advocating 
the issue. 

He will now be under pressure to 
make a more vocal stance in favour of 
a second referendum.

In a referendum in June 2016, 51.9 
per cent voters had backed Britain’s 
exit from the EU and 48.1 per cent had 
voted to Remain. 

According to a series of recent 
opinion polls, the chances of the vote 
being overturned in favour of Remain 
has been gaining ground as the Brexit 
negotiations between the UK and EU 
fail to reach a decisive phase.

Lagos, Sep. 16 (IANS): Local au-
thorities in Nigeria’s southern state 
of Edo on Saturday said 30,000 peo-
ple have been displaced by floods 
in more than 35 communities in 
eastern and central part of the state.

The disaster had gone beyond 
the purview of local government 
council areas, Aremiyau Momoh, 
chairman of Etsako East, told re-
porters in Benin city, the state capi-
tal, Xinhua news agency reported.

On his part, John Akhigbe, 
chairman of Etsako Central, called 
for urgent intervention from both 
the state and the federal govern-
ments.

The duo said camps for the dis-
placed had been placed in strategic 
locations across the council areas.

Similarly, about 700 houses in-
cluding large farmlands have been 

affected by flash floods following 
heavy rains in parts of oil rich Riv-
ers state.

Martins Ejike, a coordinator 
of the National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA), told 
reporters in Port Harcourt, the state 
capital, that the floods began since 
August.

Ejike advised people living in 
affected areas to relocate to higher 
ground for temporary shelters in 
case of the bigger floods.

In neighbouring Anambra state, 
authority also advised people liv-
ing in floods-prone areas to im-
mediately relocate to approved 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) 
centres across the state.

The state said it had established 
28 camps across the state for pos-
sible flood victims.

Seoul, Sep. 16 (IANS): A group 
of over 90 South Korean offi-
cials on Sunday embarked on 
a trip to Pyongyang to make 
preparations for the upcom-
ing summit between Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in and North 
Korea’s Kim Jong-un.

President Moon will visit 
Pyongyang from Tuesday to 
Thursday for what would be 
his third meeting with the 
North’s leader, reports Yonhap 

News Agency.
The advance team of 93 

government officials, technol-
ogy-related staff and report-
ers, crossed the border on 19 
buses.

“The South-North sum-
mit talks, for which all people 
long, are just three days away. 
The advance team will make 
sure it’s well-prepared,” Suh 
Ho, Seoul’s presidential sec-
retary for unification policy, 

told reporters just before de-
parture. Moon, meanwhile, 
plans to use the direct flight 
route over the Yellow Sea for 
his first trip to Pyongyang as 
the South’s President.

The North’s media carried 
a series of reports on the up-
coming summit.

“Regarding the historic 
Pyongyang summit, expecta-
tions and interest are run-
ning unprecedentedly high 

in South Korea,” claimed the 
Rodong Sinmun, the official 
newspaper of the country’s 
ruling party.

It said the two sides will 
certainly established a “uni-
fied strong country” by con-
tinuing the peace mood. 

The North’s external prop-
aganda websites -- Urim-
inzokkiri and Meari -- also 
released similar reports on the 
upcoming summit.

Moscow, Sep. 16 (IANS): Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
will discuss Syrian issues with 
his Turkish counterpart Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan in Russia’s Sochi 
on Monday, the Kremlin said on 
Sunday.

The meeting will take place 
at a time when the Syrian gov-
ernment forces backed by Rus-
sia and Iran are preparing an 
offensive against the rebels’ last 
major stronghold in Idlib prov-
ince, although Turkey and the US 
have repeatedly warned against 
any operation, Xinhua reported. 
Erdogan’s call for a ceasefire in 
Idlib, which borders Turkey, was 
accepted neither by Russia nor 
Iran at the tripartite summit in 
Tehran on September 7.

Last week, four Russian 
warplanes stationed in Syria’s 
Hmeymim airbase attacked 
militants in Idlib and the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said it was im-
portant and urgent to eradicate 
terrorism in Idlib. Russian stra-
tegic bombers have simulated 
striking targets in Syria.

Turkey and the US are op-
posed to the possible offensive 
in Idlib, citing that it could cause 
great civilian casualties and even 
a humanitarian disaster.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov and US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo are expected 
to negotiate over Idlib on the 
sidelines of the 73rd session of 
the UN General Assembly that 
will open on Tuesday. 

Tripoli, Sep. 16 (IANS): The United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) in Libya on Saturday 
revealed that Germany will provide 2 million euros 
($2.33 million) to election programmes in the country.

The German contribution, announced by Ambas-
sador of Germany to Libya Oliver Owcza, aims to assist 
Central Committee for Municipal Elections (CCMCE) 
in conducting municipal council elections across 
Libya between 2018 and 2020, UNDP said in a state-
ment, Xinhua news agency.

The donation from Germany will bring the total 
financial support for the Syrian election to 3.4 million 
euros, according to the statement.

The CCMCE on Thursday announced the start of 
the municipal elections in the cities of Bani Walid and 
Derj in southwestern Libya.

Libya has more than 100 municipalities represent-
ing different cities and regions of the country.

Washington, Sep. 16 (IANS): The 
death toll from tropical storm 
Florence that made landfall in 
the US east coast, has increased 
to 13, with authorities warning 
of continued rains and flooding.

Of the 13 victims, nine died 
on Friday night, while the rest 
were killed on Saturday, accord-
ing to the officials.

Florence crashed ashore Fri-
day morning in North Carolina 
as a Category 1 hurricane, and 
it has wiped out power to about 
796,000 customers in that state 
and South Carolina, reports CNN.

Officials warned that the 
flooding was only just starting.

“The flood danger from this 
storm is more immediate to-
day than when it. made landfall 
24 hours ago,” North Carolina 
Governor Roy Cooper said on 
Saturday. 

“We face walls of water at our 
coasts, along our rivers, across 
our farmland, in our cities and in 
our towns.”

Across the Carolinas, officials 
are sounding the alarm: More 
communities will flood as rivers 
collect water from upstream and 
spill over.

Officials have declared states 
of emergency in several states, 
including in the Carolinas, Geor-

gia, Virginia and Maryland, where 
coastal areas are still recovering 
from summer storms.

According to the National 
Hurricane Centre, the storm will 
travel through upstate South 
Carolina, be downgraded to a 
tropical depression, then turn 
north toward the Ohio Valley.

As it moves near Ohio and 
West Virginia, it will become a 
remnant low. 

Then it will swing to the 
northeast in the middle of next 
week on a path to the Atlantic 
Ocean near Nova Scotia, where it 
will be an extra-tropical low with 
gale-force winds.

AP/PTI

Residents and relatives of miners in Itogon township, Benguet province in the northern Philippines wait as a worker cuts 
a toppled tree with a chinsaw as they evacuate following landslides triggered by Typhoon Mangkhut burying an unknown 
number of miners and isolating the township Sunday, Sep. 16, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Strong wind caused by Typhoon Mangkhut churns waves on the waterfront of Victoria Habour Hong Kong, Sunday, Sep. 
16, 2018. Hong Kong and southern China hunkered down as strong winds and heavy rain from Typhoon Mangkhut lashed 
the densely populated coast. The biggest storm of the year left at least 28 dead from landslides and drownings as it sliced 
through the northern Philippines. 

AP/PTI

A car travels past a sinkhole in downtown Wilmington, N.C., after Hurricane Florence traveled through the area Sunday, Sep. 
16, 2018.
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Singer-actress Selena Gomez is open to singing in a Bollywood film, and says it will be a 
beautiful experience. Asked if she would consider singing for a Bollywood film, she told IANS: 
“I’ve never been asked that! Why not, I think that would be beautiful.” Gomez found fame as 
a child through a Disney show “Wizards of Waverly Place”. She is known for making hits like 
“Come and get it”, “The heart wants what it wants”, “Bad liar”, “Wolves” and “Back to you”. 
As an actor and a voice-over artiste, she has been a part of projects like “Another Cinderella 
Story”, “The Big Short”, “Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising”, “Monte Carlo”, “The Muppets” and 
the “Hotel Transylvania” franchise. The first part of the film came out in 2012. The third part 
“Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation” was released in India by Sony Pictures India in July. 
(IANS)

Selena Gomez would love to sing for Bollywood film

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8pm: Manmarziyan

2pm, 6 pm: The Predator  (eng)

4 pm: The Nun(eng horror)

People should learn to listen and 
be more caring — Gene Simmons

‘The X-Files’ Peter 
Donat actor dead

Cranberries to split after last 
album featuring Dolores O’riordan

Cher, Tom Cruise bonded over dyslexia Swift acquires ‘stay-away’ order for dangerous fan

Gugu Sekhose releases 
debut instrumental piece 

G
ene Simmons 
said people 
should “learn to 
listen” and “be 
more caring” in 

a discussion about his new 
book, 27: The Legend and 
Mythology of the 27 Club, 
which explores the history of 
the wide range of celebrities 
who died at that age. The 
notional club includes musi-
cians Kurt Cobain, Jimi Hen-
drix, Brian Jones and Amy 
Winehouse, whose deaths 
all involved some elements 
of cultural or social failures. 
However, the Kiss star said 
there was a closer-to-home 
concept beneath the glamor 
of the subject.

“Your next-door neigh-
bor, your friend may be 
suffering from something,” 
Simmons told TheStreet.com 
in a new interview. “One of the 
things you can do immediately 
is just engage in a conversation. 
Learn to listen.” Stating “life is 
tough, life is really difficult,” 
he sent a message to anyone 
who found themselves on a 
“walk into darkness,” saying: 

“Don’t do that. Even if you have 
to pick up the phone and call 
somebody and talk, and at the 
very extreme call the suicide 
prevention hotline, just talk it 
out.” He added: “All the rest of 
us should be there to listen.”

Simmons then explained: “I 
hope people are going to read 
just because of the pop culture 

part of it – the rich and 
famous, why do they disap-
pear at 27? But the bigger 
idea is, it’s happening all 
around us, and not just 
because of drugs. Bullying 
and all this kind of stuff. 
All of us should be a little 
bit more caring. It could 
happen to your family 
member.”

In the same interview, 
which also covered the 
future of the U.S. stock 
market and international 
political situations, Sim-
mons predicted that U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
had more achievements 
ahead of him. He said that, 
while the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average would drop 
several thousand points 
in the short term, it would 

reach a new high before the 
end of Trump’s first term. “And 
if that happens, in a year and 
eight months, our President is 
going to be re-elected, but in 
a landslide – this time with a 
popular vote,” he said, adding: 
“Unless he gets impeached.”

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctor Peter Donat, who played 
agent Fox Mulder’s father in 
“The X-Files” and featured 
in two Francis Ford Coppola 
films, is dead. He was 90.

Donat died on Monday at his home 
in Point Reyes, California. His wife, Maria 
told the New York Times the cause was 
complications of diabetes.

The actor was also a frequent stage 
actor. He played Cyrano de Bergerac, 
Prospero, Shylock, King Lear and 
Hadrian VII over the years.

He also guest starred on TV series like 
“The F.B.I.”, “Hawaii Five-O”, “Mannix”, 
McMillan & Wife”, “Hill Street Blues” and 
“Murder, She Wrote”.

Coppola cast Donat as a lawyer in 
“The Godfather Part II” after he was con-
sidered for the role of Tom Hagen in “The 
Godather”, a part that eventually went to 
Robert Duvall. 

The Canadian-born actor also played 
Otto Kerner in Coppola’s “Tucker: The 
Man and His Dream” in 1980.

In addition to his wife, Donat is 
survived by his sons, Caleb, Christopher 
and Lucas; two stepdaughters, Barbara 
Park Shapiro and Marina Park Sutton; 
a stepson, Malcolm Park; 11 grandchil-
dren; and his brother, Richard, who is 
also an actor.

IANS

C
ranberries guitarist 
Noel Hogan said the 
band would release 
a final album featur-
ing the voice and 

lyrics of their late singer Dolores 
O’Riordan before splitting up.

She was found dead in a Lon-
don hotel in January. Earlier this 
month, her death was ruled an 
accidental drowning in a bathtub 
due to alcohol intoxication. The 
band had been working on a new 
LP in the months leading up to 
her death.

O’Riordan been pursuing 
treatment for mental illness, 
which had begun paying off in 
her final years, Hogan said. “She 
was a lot more herself,” he told 
the Guardian in a new interview. 
“Especially last year, when we 
were rehearsing. … They had 
found the right cocktail of what-

ever it was she needed to be on. 
There wasn’t even a case of having 
to work around it. The hardest 
thing was her back [injury], be-
cause, playing live, she could not 

move as freely as she used to.”
Hogan reported that the 

album was “very strong” lyri-
cally. “She always said she found 
it hard to write songs when she 

was happy,” he said. “She always 
said put a bit of misery in her life 
and it was easier. We will do this 
album and then that will be it. 
There is no need to continue.”

Bassist Mike Hogan, Noel’s 
brother, noted that recording 
sessions hadn’t been greatly 
different to previous ones, since 
the band had always worked in 
the studio during the day and left 
before O’Riordan added her parts 
overnight.

“We’d pass each other in 
the corridor,” he said. “Dolores 
would say, ‘You know that thing 
you recorded?’ I’d say, ‘You mean 
the thing that took me five hours 
to get right?’ She’d say, ‘Yeah, it’s 
not working!’ This time around, 
there were nights when we were 
waiting, looking for her to come 
in the door.”

Ultimateclassicrock

A 
debut instru-
mental piece 
titled ‘Gone 
forever’ by 
Gugu Sekhose 

was released on Sep. 15 at 
Spanish Family restau-
rant, Tinpatti in Kohima.

The instrumental 
piece was released in lov-
ing memory of his mother 
and a tribute to all loved 
ones who has passed away

‘Gone forever,’ a ballad 
instrumental piece is a 
profound piece written 
of the past having a lot 
of stories and a melodic 
piece to express his deep 
emotions and portrays a 
message in his music.

He narrated that his 
mother passed when he 
was too young to even 
learn to love back his 
mother. Through this 
piece, he wishes to tell 
everyone to love close 
ones while they can until 
time takes them apart.

During the release of 
the album, Sekhose gave 
all thanks and glory to 
God for the successful re-
lease of his first single. He 

said he first learned the 
basics of the strings from 
his elder brother as music 
classes were expensive. 
However he had to give up 
his love for music due to 
financial constraints but 
that didn’t stop him from 
pursuing his passion with 
more vigour.

Sekhose recalled how 
he went on collecting 
music resources from 
various means and started 
to practice, and gradually 
he went to take music 
lessons in Bridge School 
of Music, Delhi in 2012 
and cleared Rock School 
Grade 3.

Khriekethozo Sekhose, 
popularly known as Gugu 
Sekhose is a renowned 
guitarist from Kohima 
who has made several 
achievements in his music 
career. He started playing 
guitar at a very early age 
of seven and is a passion-
ate guitar player. He is 
also a guitar instructor 
with quiet a number of 
students and individual 
guitar tutor.

Currently he is the gui-

tar instructor of Nagaland 
Adolescent Girl’s Club 
(NAGC) under Nagaland 
State Social Welfare Board, 
and is running a music 
store ‘Chromatic Clef’ for 
rental and sale services in 
Kohima.

Sekhose is known for 
his performances with 
the local band ‘Faded 
Black’ and on a project 
band ‘Fifth Note’. He 
has made appearances 
as the guest guitarist in 
major events such as 
world renowned guitarist, 
Neil Zaza’s Master class 
in Kohima in 2015 and 
Dimapur in 2016. He has 
also appeared in Naga-
land’s acclaimed Hornbill 
Festivals with his band 
‘The Hornbill Project’ and 
performed the open-
ing act for the Swedish 
band Halloween in 2015 
at Hornbill Festival and  
opening act for platinum 
selling record Guitarist 
Kee Marcello, composer 
and writer, a Swedish 
musician, Master Class in 
Kohima.

Our Correspondent

S
inger-actress Cher’s fling with 
actor Tom Cruise began after 
they bonded over having 
dyslexia.

“Then a bunch of people 
who were dyslexic were invited to 

the White House, and Tom and I 
are both dyslexic. We didn’t go out 

till way later, but there definitely 
was a connection there,” Cher 
told Event magazine.

Cher told chat show host 
James Corden that Cruise was 
among her top five lovers ever 
but she refused to divulge any 
other details, reports female-
first.co.uk.

Cher said she is currently 
single and “on the lookout”.

Asked if she has a partner, 
she said: “Not... not this week. 

I’m still on the lookout. The 
problem I have with all 

the boyfriends 
lately is 

that I 
don’t 
want 
to go 
any 

place with them because you can’t keep a 
relationship going in this kind of goldfish 
bowl, where everything you do and every 
picture you have taken will be on Insta-
gram. There’s no way to keep something 
special.”

However, she still holds a flame for 
many of her ex-lovers, saying about Val 
Kilmer, “when we kissed I thought my 
head would shoot right off my body”, 
calling Gene Simmons, “the one I’m crazy 
about” and Rob Camilletti, a bagel baker 
18 years her junior, “possi- bly 
the one true love of 
my life”.

IANS

S
inger Taylor Swift has 
been granted yet another 
restraining order against an 
obsessed fan, who wants to 
rape and kill her.

She has been awarded with a 
string of court-ordered stay-aways 
following a series of run-ins with 
stalkers.

Swift claims 26-year-old Eric 
Swarbrick has been sending her 
written threats for over two years, 
boasting that no one can stop him 
from ending Swift’s life, reports 

aceshowbiz.com.
According to documents, his 

letters to Swift have included lines 
like: “I want to rape Taylor Swift. This 
is why I hate Taylor herself...This is 
how I know I am Taylor’s soulmate” 
and “I have learned to absolutely 
repress the metaphorical monster 
in me, but, very soon, I will become 
completely responsible for myself... 
What logical conclusion is there 
other than death”.

Swarbrick has also stated he will 
not “hesitate to kill her”, ending one 

letter with the chilling: “Remember 
who I am.”

According to the “Love story” 
singer’s lawyers, his letters have 
become increasingly alarming over 
the last few months, and many 
people close to Swift fear Swarbrick 
is a danger to her, according to tmz.
com. 

A judge has ordered him to stop 
contacting the singer immediately, 
and he’s not allowed to go near her 
or her properties.

IANS
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The Takumi or senior architect Toshio Saito is seen at work at Canon’s 
Utsunomiya facility.

Railways to try Japanese 
technology in bio-toilets at stations

Hate speech-detecting AIs can be fooled — Study

Hubble’s new campaign to observe early galaxy formations

Humans brewed beer over 13,000 years ago — Study

This Canon ‘Takumi’ helping people see the world through his lens

Twitter to show live streams 
on top of your timeline

BPA replacements in plastics 
may up reproductive problems

NASA launches satellite to 
track Earth’s melting ice

New Delhi, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Indian railways will try Jap-
anese technology in bio-
toilets, which is different 
from those being used here, 
at a few selected stations as 
a pilot project to ascertain 
its efficiency in the Indian 
system.

While one Japanese bio-
toilet is already operation-
al at Madgaon station in 
Konkan railway route, two 
more such toilets will be 
installed in the capital and 
Varanasi stations. Japan will 
give 150 bio-toilets for free 
as per the pilot project and 
all these will be installed at 
various stations and not in 
trains.

The use of Japanese 
technology for bio-toilets 

will depend upon the re-
sults of the pilot project, 
said the official. 

Japanese bio-toilet 
technology is different from 
the ones used on Indian 
Railways. It is based on saw-
dust and special churning 
system to decompose the 
faecal matters in toilet tank, 
while the Indian technol-
ogy depends on bacteria-
driven process. 

The national transport-
er is addressing the biggest 
complaint that passengers 
have with its trains and 
stations -- toilets. The pub-
lic transporter has faced 
public criticism for stinking 
toilets, especially in long-
distance trains.

A Comptroller and 

Auditor General of India 
(CAG) report in 2017 states 
that foul smell was found 
emanating from as many as 
223 bio-toilets. Inspection 
indicated a problem with 
the flushing system and 
inadequate water supply.

Smooth functioning of 
toilets is very essential for 
Indian Railways as some 
train journey lasts for 30 to 
40 hours.Besides, Indian 
Railways also plans to test 
hybrid toilets -- bio-vacs 
-- which are bio-toilets with 
the vacuum flush facility.

It is procuring 2,000 
bio-vacuum hybrid toilets 
for 500 coaches and will 
scale up depending on the 
response.

Vacuum system reduc-

es use of water considerably 
in flushing of toilets.

Keeping the toilets 
glitch-free is a constant 
struggle for the Railways, 
with the loos being choked 
with litter, plastic bottles, 
sanitary napkins and other 
inorganic waste. 

The Railways aims to 
complete the installation 
of bio-toilets in all coaches 
by March 2019. The bio toi-
lets were fitted first in new 
coaches and then retrofit-
ted in the old ones. This is 
done at railway workshops 
in Mumbai’s Parel, Bhopal 
and Jhansi.

Railways has set a high 
target of installing 90,000 
bio-toilets in 22,500 coach-
es in the current fiscal.

London, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Machine learning detectors 
deployed by major social 
media and online plat-
forms to track hate speech 
are “brittle and easy to de-
ceive”, a study claims.

The study, led by re-
searchers from the Aal-
to University in Finland, 
found that bad grammar 
and awkward spelling -- 
intentional or not -- might 
make toxic social media 
comments harder for artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) detec-
tors to spot.

Modern natural lan-
guage processing tech-
niques (NLP) can classify 
text based on individual 

characters, words or sen-
tences.

When faced with tex-
tual data that differs from 
that used in their training, 
they begin to fumble, the 
researchers said.

“We inserted typos, 
changed word boundaries 
or added neutral words to 
the original hate speech. 
Removing spaces between 
words was the most pow-
erful attack, and a combi-
nation of these methods 
was effective even against 
Google’s comment-ranking 
system Perspective,” said 
Tommi Grondahl, a doc-
toral student at the varsity.

The team put seven 

state-of-the-art hate speech 
detectors to the test for the 
study. All of them failed.

A m o n g  t h e m  w a s 
Google’s Perspective. It 
ranks the “toxicity” of com-
ments using text analysis 
methods. 

Earlier, it was found that 
“Perspective” can be fooled 
by introducing simple ty-
pos. 

But, Grondahl’s team 
discovered that although 
“Perspective” has since be-
come resilient to simple ty-
pos, it can still be fooled by 
other modifications such 
as removing spaces or add-
ing innocuous words like 
“love”.

A sentence like “I hate 
you” slipped through the 
sieve and became non-
hateful when modified into 
“Ihateyou love”.

Hate speech is subjec-
tive and context-specific, 
which renders text analysis 
techniques insufficient as 
stand-alone solutions the 
researchers said. 

They recommend that 
more attention be paid to 
the quality of data sets used 
to train machine learning 
models -- rather than refin-
ing the model design. 

The results will be pre-
sented at the forthcoming 
ACM AISec workshop in 
Toronto. 

Wa s h i n g t o n , Se p. 1 6 
(IANS): Hubble Space Tele-
scope has embarked on 
a new campaign to help 
astronomers better under-
stand the distribution of 
galaxies in the early uni-
verse and the conditions 
that led to their formation, 
the US space agency has 
said.

The new observing 
campaign, called Beyond 
Ultra-deep Frontier Fields 
And Legacy Observations 
(BUFFALO), will observe 
six massive galaxy clusters 
and their surroundings, less 
than 800 million years after 
the big bang, according to 
NASA. Abell 370 is the first 
cluster to be observed, it 
added.

The first observations 
by Hubble shows the galaxy 
cluster Abell 370 and a host 
of magnified, gravitational-
ly lensed galaxies around it.

Abell 370 is located 4 
billion light-years from 
Earth and is situated in the 
constellation Cetus -- the 
Sea Monster. 

In order to explore the 
six Frontier Field galaxy 
clusters, 101 Hubble or-
bits - corresponding to 160 
hours of precious observa-
tion time - have been dedi-
cated, the ESA said. 

The BUFFALO survey 
will also take advantage 
of other space telescopes 
which have already ob-
served the regions around 
the clusters. These datas-
ets will be included in the 
search for the first galaxies.

Astronomers anticipate 
that the survey will yield 
new insights into when 
the most massive and lu-
minous galaxies formed 
and how they are linked to 
dark matter, and how the 
dynamics of the clusters 

Boston, Sep. 16 (PTI): Pre-
historic humans had a 
thirst for craft beer and were 
brewing such beverages 
at least 5,000 years earlier 
than thought, say scientists 
who have found evidence 
of alcohol production in the 
Eastern Mediterranean.

Archeologists from 
the Stanford University in 
the US and University of 
Haifa in Israel analysed 
three stone mortars from 
a 13,000-year old Natufian 
burial cave site in Israel.

Their analysis con-
firmed that these mortars 
were used for brewing of 
wheat/barley, as well as for 
food storage.

The study, published 
in the Journal of Archaeo-
logical Science: Reports, 
suggests that beer brew-
ing practices existed in 
the Eastern Mediterra-
nean over five millennia 
before the earliest known 
evidence, discovered in 

northern China.
“Alcohol making and 

food storage were among 
the major technological 
innovations that eventually 
led to the development of 
civilisations in the world, 
and archaeological science 
is a powerful means to help 
reveal their origins and de-
code their contents,” said 
Li Liu, from Stanford Uni-
versity.

The earliest archaeo-
logical evidence for cereal-
based beer brewing even 
before the advent of ag-
riculture comes from the 
Natufians, semi-sedentary, 
foraging people, living in 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
between the Paleolithic 
and the Neolithic periods, 
following the last Ice Age.

The Natufians at Raqe-
fet Cave collected locally 
available plants, stored 
malted seeds, and made 
beer as a part of their ritu-
als.

“The Natufian remains 
in Raqefet Cave never stop 
surprising us,” said Dani 
Nadel, from the University 
of Haifa, who was also an 
excavator of the site.

“We exposed a Natu-
fian burial area with about 
30 individuals; a wealth of 
small finds such as flint 
tools, animal bones and 
ground stone implements, 
and about 100 stone mor-
tars and cupmarks,” said 
Nadel.

“Some of the skeletons 
are well-preserved and pro-
vided direct dates and even 
human DNA, and we have 
evidence for flower burials 
and wakes by the graves,” 
he said.

“And now, with the pro-
duction of beer, the Raqefet 
Cave remains provide a 
very vivid and colourful pic-
ture of Natufian lifeways, 
their technological capa-
bilities and inventions,” 
he said.

The Natufians exploited 
at least seven plant types 
associated with the mor-
tars, including wheat or 
barley, oat, legumes and 
bast fibres, researchers said.

They packed plant-
foods in fibre-made con-
tainers and stored them 
in boulder mortars. They 
used bedrock mortars for 
pounding and cooking 
plant-foods, and for brew-
ing wheat/barley-based 
beer, likely served in ritual 
feasts 13,000 years ago.

The evidence of beer 
brewing at Raqefet Cave 
13,000 years ago provides 
yet another example of the 
complex Natufian social 
and ritual realms.

Beer brewing may have 
been, at least in part, an 
underlying motivation 
to cultivate cereals in the 
southern Levant, support-
ing the beer hypothesis 
proposed by archaeologists 
more than 60 years ago.

Utsunomiya ( Japan), 
Sep. 16 (IANS): Not many 
tech geeks or journalists 
have been inside Canons 
sprawling lens factory in 
the picturesque town of 
Utsunomiya - the capi-
tal of Tochigi Prefecture in 
the Kanto region of Japan 
-- about 100 km north of 
Tokyo.

It takes two hours by 
road to reach the massive 
facility that has been in 
existence since 1977 --mak-
ing the EF (Electro-Focus) 
lens mount which is the 
standard lens mount on the 
Canon EOS family of SLR 
film and digital cameras.

The company has sold 
over 90 million EOS cam-
eras and more than 130 
million EF lens so far and 
the credit goes to the Utsu-
nomiya plant -- and its “Ta-
kumi” or senior architect 
Toshio Saito -- who arrived 
at the facility in 1981.

Saito who has been in-
volved in the craft of optical 
lens processing for nearly 
37 years, joined Canon with 
assignments in lens pol-
ishing and was appointed 
chief of EF lens polishing 
in 1987.

“To be in this kind of 
tough job, you need to ac-
tually love lens polishing, 
learn the craft of lens de-
sign and understand man-
ufacturing processes which 
takes years to achieve. 

Since I am the ‘Takumi’, I 
now want to instil the same 
passion I have had into my 
fellow workers,” Saito tells a 
group of visiting journalists 
-- a first in the history of 
the plant.

The master oversees the 
polishing of all the lenses 
that Canon produces at the 
plant.

“The three processes 
that you are witnessing 
today -- lens processing, 
assembly and SWC (sub-
wavelength coating) -- is 
something that needs 100 
per cent precision and ut-
most attention. For me, the 
job brings joy to my life and 
I feel great to be produc-
ing lenses for the world 
to see through,” adds the 
‘Takumi’.

Currently working in 
the process planning stages 
of the super-high precision 
lenses, the “Takumi” also 
oversees the training of 
next generation of plant 
workers.

The plant is a shin-
ing example of Japanese 
culture of cleanliness and 
punctuality. Before enter-
ing the lens-making floor, 
the group was asked to 
wear lab coats, hair and face 
masks, and walk through 
an air shower to blow dust 
and other particles off. 

According to Shingo 
Hayakawa, Deputy Group 
Executive, Lens Business 

Group at Canon, the plant 
is producing hundreds of 
lens every day, though he 
did not divulge exact num-
bers.

“Currently, we have 
achieved near 100 per cent 
strive rate when it comes to 

SWC. We will soon achieve 
full strength in eliminating 
ghosting or lens flare in im-
ages,” says Hayakawa while 
greeting the group.

Ca n o n  h a s  d e v e l -
oped SWC capabilities on 
premises. When used on 

San Francisco, Sep. 16 
(IANS): Micro-blogging 
platform Twitter will now 
show live streams and 
broadcasts right on top of 
your timeline.

“We’re making it eas-
ier to find and watch live 
broadcasts. Now, when 
accounts you follow go live, 
the stream will appear right 
at the top of your timeline,” 
the company tweeted.

The new feature 
will include 
b r e a k i n g 
news, per-
sonalities 
and sports.

“ C a t c h 
breaking news, 
y o u r  f a -
v o u r i t e 
personalities, 
and can’t-miss sports mo-
ments. Rolling out now 
on iOS and Android,” said 
Twitter.

According to a report in 
TechCrunch on Saturday, 

among the updates, Twitter 
said it’s now “also support-
ing audio-only live broad-
casts, as well as through 
its sister broadcast service 
Periscope”.

Last month, Twitter dis-
continued its app for iOS 9 
and lower versions.

Tw i t t e r  h a s  a l s o 
launched an audio-only 
broadcasting feature so 

y o u r  f o l -
lowers can 
hear, but 
n o t  s e e 

you.
The new 

feature is cur-
renyly publicly 

available for all 
iOS users of the 

main Twitter app and 
its live-streaming app 

Periscope.
To use the “audio-only 

broadcast” option, users 
need to update their app 
and go to the “Go Live” but-
ton on the compose screen.

New York, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
The array of alternative 
bisphenols A (BPA) now 
used to replace the plastic 
chemical in bottles, cups, 
cages, and other items ap-
pear to be causing a sudden 
increase in chromosomally 
abnormal eggs in the lab 
mice, researchers say.

Twenty years ago, re-
searchers made the ac-
cidental discovery that the 
now infamous plastics in-
gredient known as bisphe-
nol A or BPA had inadver-
tently leached out of plastic 
cages used to house female 
mice in the lab, causing a 
sudden increase in chro-
mosomally abnormal eggs 
in the animals, Tasnim 
news agency reported on 
Saturday.

“This paper reports a 
strange deja vu experience 
in our laboratory,” said Pa-
tricia Hunt from the Wash-
ington State University in 
US.

The new findings, pub-
lished in the journal Cur-
rent Biology, were uncov-
ered much as before as the 
researchers again noticed a 
change in the data coming 
out of studies on control 
animals.A

The researchers traced 
the problem to contamina-

tion from damaged cages, 
but the effects this time, 
the researchers say, were 
more subtle than before. 
That’s because not all of the 
cages were damaged and 
the source of contamina-
tion remained less certain.

However, the teams 
were able to determine 
that the mice were being 
exposed to replacement 
bisphenols. They also saw 
that the disturbance in the 
lab was causing problems 
in the production of both 
eggs and sperm.

Once they got the con-
tamination under control, 
the team conducted ad-
ditional controlled studies 
to test the effects of several 
replacement bisphenols, 
including a common re-
placement known as BPS. 

Those studies confirm 
that replacement bisphe-
nols produce remarkably 
similar chromosomal ab-
normalities to those seen 
so many years earlier in 
studies of BPA.

The researcher notes 
that the initial inadvertent 
exposure of their animals 
was remarkably similar 
to what might happen in 
people using plastics in that 
the exposure was acciden-
tal and highly variable.

Washington, Sep. 15 
(IANS): In a bid to under-
stand Earth’s ice sheets, 
glaciers, sea ice, snow 
cover and permafrost, 
NASA on Saturday suc-
cessfully launched its Ice, 
Cloud and Land Eleva-
tion Satellite-2, or ICE-
Sat-2.

The satellite with a 
three-year mission was 
launched at 9.02 a.m 
EDT on September 15, 
with liftoff aboard a 
Delta II rocket 
from Space 
L a u n c h 
C o m -
p l e x - 2 
at Van-
d e n -
b e r g 
Air Force 
B a s e  i n 
California.

“Today was the 
#Delta II’s final launch! 
ULALaunch used the last 
#Delta II rocket for the 
9:02 a.m EDT liftoff of 
NASA_ICE’s #ICESat2 this 
morning. Once on orbit, 
#ICESat2 will measure 
the thickness of Earth’s 
polar ice sheets,” the US 
space agency said in a 
tweet.

NASA had earlier in 
the day said the weath-
er is favourable for the 
launch.

“The forecast remains 
100 per cent ‘go’ on all 
constraints,” Lt. Daniel 
Smith of Launch Weather 
Officer said while briefing 
the team on forecast.

It also carries twin 
ELFIN CubeSats.

“Today’s #ICESat2 
launch comes with a 
bonus -- a pair of tiny 
satellites that will study 
how energetic electrons 
make their way into our 
atmosphere from space,” 
NASA tweeted. 

The Delta II rocket, 
in use since 1989, has 
a stellar track record. It 
has launched 154 times, 
carrying payloads aloft 
for NASA, the US military 

and commercial cli-
ents. 

I C -
E S a t - 2 

is NASA’s 
most ad-
v a n c e d 
Laser in-

strument -- 
the Advanced 

Topographic La-
ser Altimeter System, 

or ATLAS. 
It measures height 

by precisely timing how 
long it takes individual 
photons of light from a 
Laser to leave the satel-
lite, bounce off Earth and 
return to the satellite. 

The satellite will pro-
vide critical observations 
of how ice sheets, glaciers 
and sea ice are changing, 
leading to insights into 
how these changes im-
pact people where they 
live, NASA said.

I C E S a t - 2 ’s  o r b i t 
will make 1,387 unique 
ground tracks around 
Earth in 91 days and then 
start the same ground 
pattern again at the be-
ginning.

lenses with large angles of 
incidence/exit, glare and 
ghosting -- which other-
wise cannot be corrected 
with conventional coating 
technology - SWC coating 
significantly reduces lens 
flare and improves picture 
quality.

Over the course of Can-
on’s more than 80 years of 
history, the unique core 
technologies at the com-
pany has resulted into the 
creation of nine fields of 
R&D, which includes opti-
cal technologies and image 
communication technolo-
gies.

The R&D facility, situ-
ated right across the manu-
facturing plant, is inacces-
sible as this is where the top 
minds work in utter silence 
to keep Canon moving.

In 2003, Canon in-
troduced the EF-S lens 
mount, a derivative of the 
EF mount that is strictly for 
digital EOS cameras.

In 2012, Canon in-
troduced the EF-M lens 
mount, a derivative de-
signed exclusively for mir-
rorless interchangeable-
lens cameras.

“With our EOS series 
that has been in the ex-
istence for 30 years, we 
have been able to help our 
customers preserve pho-
tos and videos like never 
before.

“The new lenses that we 

are working on will bring 
superior experience for 
them,” says Naoya Kaneda, 
Advisory Director, Group 
Executive, ICB Optical 
Business Group, Image 
Communication Business 
Operations, Canon.

The company is now 
producing Next-Gen RF 
lenses which offer higher 
quality and speed with a 
performance optimised for 
full-frame mirrorless EOS 
R camera - the company’s 
first such product to take 
on mirroless camera lead-
ers Sony and Nikon.

There is not much cost 
difference between pro-
ducing AF and RF lenses, 
inform the company ex-
ecutives. The RF lenses, 
however, are fast and bright 
with unique qualities that 
offer new levels of intuitive 
control.

RF or Rear Focusing is 
a system in which only the 
rear lens group moves to 
achieve focus, making the 
auto-focus smoother and 
faster.

As the company takes 
a giant leap with its full-
frame mirrorless camera 
EOS R, the never-tiring “Ta-
kumi” is ready with his next 
challenge.

“Let us pray that the 
EOS series lasts another 30 
years,” says Kaneda, and 
the “Takumi” smiles, with 
glitter in his eyes.

influence the galaxies in 
and around them. 

The survey also will 
provide a chance to pin-
point images of distant 
galaxies and supernovas.

Determining how rap-
idly galaxies formed in less 
than 800 million years after 
the big bang will help as-
tronomers design strategies 
for using NASA’s upcoming 
James Webb Space Tele-
scope to probe the distant 

universe with its infrared 
vision, NASA noted.

The BUFFALO project, 
led by European astrono-
mers from the Niels Bohr 
Institute (Denmark) and 
Durham University (UK), 
is designed to succeed the 
successful Frontier Fields 
project. 

It involves an interna-
tional team of nearly 100 
astronomers from 13 coun-
tries.
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Hamilton wins Singapore Grand 
Prix to increase title lead

Nako expresses gratitude to govt. for financial aid 

Spain's Marin claims Japan 
Open badminton title

Wolves add to Burnley's Premier League troubles with 1-0 win

Serie A: Ronaldo scores 1st league 
goal for Juventus and adds a 2nd

EM Images

Team members of the Nako with Jacob Zhimomi, third from right, during the felicitation programme on Sun. 
Sep. 16.

Raul Jimenez celebrates after scoring the only goal of the game in Wolves' 1-0 win at home to Burnley on Sun. Sep. 16.

AP/PTI

Juventus' Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring during a Serie A 
soccer match against Sassuolo, at the Allianz Stadium in Turin, Italy on 
Sun. Sep. 16.

AP/PTI

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain lifts his trophy as he celebrates 
after winning the Singapore Formula One Grand Prix at the Marina Bay 
City Circuit in Singapore on Sun. Sep. 16.

Carolina Marin

Singapore, Sep. 16 (AFP): 
Lewis Hamilton won the 
Singapore Grand Prix on 
Sunday in dominant fash-
ion to increase his Formula 
One championship lead 
over Sebastian Vettel to 40 
points with just six races 
remaining.

The Mercedes driver led 
from pole to chequered flag, 
with Red Bull's Max Verstap-
pen more than eight sec-
onds behind and Ferrari's 
Vettel a distant third.

"Great job everyone, 
what a weekend," said Ham-
ilton on team radio imme-
diately after winning at the 
Marina Bay Street Circuit 
for the second year running. 
"Keep pushing -- we've got 
this guys."

A unique set of challeng-
es makes the steamy track 
in the heat and humidity of 
Singapore's tropical climate 
the toughest physical test of 
the season.

The duration of the race, 
with each of the 61 laps of 
the 5.063 kilometre track 
having 23 bends and 80 
gear changes -- more than 
any other on the Formula 
One calendar -- means that 
drivers and machinery are 
worked to breaking point.

"I'm spent. It felt like the 
longest race of my life so I'm 
glad it's over," said Hamilton 
when interviewed on track 

after hugging his crew in 
celebration. "Max put up a 
great fight as well -- but what 
a day, what a weekend."

Hamilton got the perfect 
start from pole position as 
Verstappen was slower away 
from second on the dirty 
side of the grid and saw his 
Red Bull come immediately 
under pressure from Vettel.

The German four-time 
world champion used his 
superior Ferrari power to 
outdrag Verstappen down 
Raffles Boulevard and just 
managed to nip past the 
Dutchman before the safety 
car brought a temporary 
halt to hostilities on the first 
lap for the third year in suc-
cession in Singapore.

It was prompted by a 
collision between the Force 
Indias that put Esteban 
Ocon into the wall and out 
of the race after a sideswipe 
from teammate Sergio Per-
ez.

Hamilton controlled 
the restart four laps later 
to sprint away more than a 
second clear of Vettel.

Frustrated Vettel fumes
The championship lead-

er had stretched his lead to 
around three seconds when, 
on lap 14, Vettel was first to 
pit for ultrasoft tyres, but it 
soon looked an ill-judged 
move as he rejoined behind 
the slower Force India of 
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Perez.
Hamilton responded 

immediately and pitted on 
the next lap, but he crucially 
opted for the soft compound 
that had been predicted to 

last until the end.
Vettel's frustration in-

creased as Hamilton re-
joined in front and then 
boiled over as Verstappen 
jumped him when he too 

Wolverhampton (England), Sep. 16 
(AP): Raul Jimenez gave Wolverhamp-
ton a first Premier League home win 
since gaining promotion on Sunday and 
added to Burnley's troubles.

The 1-0 scoreline flattered Burnley, 
which remained in the game through 
the brilliance of goalkeeper Joe Hart, 
who denied Helder Costa, Jimenez, Otto 
and Ruben Neves before he was finally 
beaten in the 61st minute.

J i - menez, who also scored 
i n  t h e 
d r a w w i t h 
E v e r - t o n 
during t h e 
opening g a m e 
of the season, got his second goal of the 
campaign with a deft flick from a Matt 
Doherty cross.

Burnley is without a win in 11 
matches in all competitions this sea-
son, after going through Europa League 
qualifying rounds and falling short. The 
northwest English club has lost its last 
four Premier League games and only 
collected one point so far.

Wolves have eight points from five 
games.

Madrid, Sep. 16 (IANS): Spain's Carolina Marin, Olympic 
champion and three-time badminton world champion, 
won the Japan Open women's singles title on Sunday with 
a victory over Japanese player Nozomi Okuhara 21-19, 
17-21, 21-11.

Marin, 25, played an exciting match lasting one hour 
and 15 minutes, in which Okuhara pushed back to win the 
second game only to see Marin regain control in the tie-
break, reports Efe news.

The Spaniard returned to the court at the Japan Open 
one month after being crowned world champion for the 
third time in her career.

The Japan Open men's title was claimed by Japanese 
reigning world champion Kento Momota, who defeated 
Thailand's Khosit Phetpradab 21-14, 21-11 in a one-sided 
final.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 16: The Naga-
land Association of Kickbox-
ing Organisation (NAKO) 
expressed their gratitude to 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
for rendering financial as-
sistance to the state’s team at 
the recently concluded 24th 
IAKO National Kickboxing 
Championship that was 
held during September 6-9 
at Mapusa in Goa.

“It is through the chief 
minister’s support that the 
state team could be able to 
participate in the competi-

tion and win one silver and 
four bronze medals for Na-
galand,” said a member of 
NAKO during a felicitation 
programme that was held 
on Sun. Sep. 16 in Dimapur. 

Likewise, the NAKO 
conveyed their apprecia-
tion also to the minister 
of Public Health & Engi-
neering Department Ja-
cob Zhimomi.  During the 
programme, the minister 
congratulated the NAKO 
players for bringing laurels 
to the state 

Zhimomi said that the 

People’s Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) government is 
giving their effort to bring 
quality sports infrastruc-
tures in Nagaland, so that 
Naga sportsmen and wom-
en can undergo quality 
training, preparation and 
further compete in state, 
national as well as interna-
tional levels. 

“I will approach the 
chief minister to consider 
the NAKO to be inducted 
into the Nagaland Olympic 
Association,” Zhimomi fur-
ther added.

pitted for softs.
There's "no chance" 

of winning, Vettel moaned 
over team radio.

" We  w e re  t o o  l a t e 
again," he bawled. "These 
tyres will not make it to the 
end."

When the last of the 
front-runners Daniel Ric-
ciardo took on ultrasofts on 
lap 27, it left the top six back 
in grid order: Hamilton 
leading, Verstappen second 
and Vettel third.

Hamilton remained 
in control but was getting 
twitchy up front. "I feel we 
have stopped too early," he 
said, as a few spots of rain 
began to tumble around 
the circuit.

"No we are looking 
good compared to those 
around us," assured his race 
engineer Peter Bonnington.

Hamilton withstood a 
challenge from Verstappen 
as the pair threaded their 
way through some back 
markers.

But after that Hamilton 
cruised to victory, despite 
reporting that he had to 
push hard "to keep tem-
perature in these tyres".

Valtteri Bottas guided 
his Mercedes to fourth 
place, Kimi Raikkonen's 
Ferrari came home fifth and 
Daniel Ricciardo was sixth 
in the second Red Bull.

Milan, Sep. 16 (AP): In the 
end it couldn't have been 
any easier for Cristiano Ron-
aldo.

It took the former Real 
Madrid forward nearly 320 
minutes to score his first 
league goal for Juventus and 
he did it with the simplest of 
tap-ins. Ronaldo doubled 

his tally shortly after as the 
Bianconeri beat Sassuolo 
2-1 in Serie A on Sunday.

It was Ronaldo's fourth 
league match for Juventus 
since his Serie A record 112 
million euro (then $131.5 
million) move from Madrid 
and he appeared relieved 
after breaking his duck in 

the 50th minute.
Sassuolo defender Gian 

Marco Ferrari could only 
head a Juventus corner onto 
the left post and Ronaldo 
was waiting to volley in a 
rebound from less than two 
yards out.

The Portugal forward 
had scored his first league 
goal in his fourth match last 
season for Real Madrid.

Ronaldo added a second 
15 minutes later when he 
finished off a swift counter-
attack with a precise finish 
into the bottom right corner.

The five-time Ballon 
d'Or winner was denied a 
hat trick by a fine save from 
Sassuolo goalkeeper An-
drea Consigli, while he also 
mishit a clear opportunity 
late on. Substitute Khouma 
Babacar pulled one back for 
Sassuolo in the final minute.

Juventus, which is seek-
ing a record-extending 
eighth successive Serie A 
title, is the only team still 
with a perfect record.

In the only negative note 
for Juventus, midfielder 
Douglas Costa was sent off 
in stoppage time after spit-
ting at Sassuolo's Federico 
Di Francesco.


