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District administrators and enforcement officers besides child welfare activists seen here during raids 
that were conducted in Dimapur for underage children working as labourers. 

Acharya and Tuensang police superintendent Bharat Laxman Markad collect donations for people affected by the monsoon emergency in 
Nagaland,  at Tuensang on Sep. 9.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Don't feel bad, I 
understand... Local meat 

is always better than 
imported meat.

ENtErtaiNmENt

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 12: A seminar 
concerning work components of 
a Japanese government-funded 
project undertaken by the Ja-
pan International Coordination 
Agency (Jica) was held on Sep-
tember 12 in the Forest office 
complex at Forest Colony, in 
Dimapur. The project aims to 
conserve forests and wean peo-
ple away from the traditional 
practice of shifting cultivation. 

The seminar was conducted 
for district management and 
field management personnel, 
and batch-one villages—the vil-
lages that are to be included in 
the first phase of the project.  The 
project will cover 33 villages dur-
ing the first phase of implemen-
tation. It will be implemented by 
the Nagaland Forest Manage-
ment Project (NFMP). 

On March 31 2017, the Jica 
had signed an agreement with 
the government of India to pro-
vide official development as-
sistance (ODA) to eight projects 
in the country including the 
Nagaland segment of the project. 
The Jica is assisting the NFMP 
financially and has sanctioned 
funds amounting to over INR 400 
crore, updates say.  

Addressing the gathering, 
CM Chang, the minister of En-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 12: The Naga-
land Foothill Road Coordina-
tion Committee (NFHRCC) 
has decided to seek an audi-
ence with the state’s Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio to discuss 
with him matters concerning 
the Nagaland foothill road.

The main issue that the 
committee is understood to be 
considering apprising the chief 
minister is an eight km uncut 
portion of the road: 5 km at 
Niuland in Dimapur; and 3 km 
in Naginimora in Mon district, 
besides other development 
work. The committee said 
to ask the CM to issue work 
orders to the contractors. This 
was decided during a meeting 
that was held on Wed. Sep. 12 
at Khermahal in Dimapur.

The NFHRCC’s convener 
Sobu Jamir told reporters at 
a press conference that the 
committee vividly remembers 
an assurance given by the CM 
during their meeting during 
the first week of August 2018. 
The assurance was that the 
work on the 8 km portion 
would commence from the 
onset of the working season.

On the same day, the CM 
had requested the commit-
tee to furnish a no-objection 
certificate issued by landown-

ers declaring 'no compensa-
tion.' Accordingly, the com-
mittee handed to the CM the 
no-objection certificate from 
landowners, said Jamir.

Also, the committee in-
formed that the CM had as-
sured that the Ministry of 
Transport had given the green 
signal to take up the foothill 
road under the nomenclature 
‘trans expressway.’ Likewise, 
available information said that 
Rio had assured on Aug. 28 this 
year during a meeting with the 
committee in Kohima that the 
project would not be delayed 
under any circumstance.  

The committee has ap-
pealed to the public to have 
full faith in the assurance given 
by the chief minister that he 
would take good care of the 
construction work for the foot-
hill road.  

With regard to the Doyang 
Bridge in Wokha district, the 
committee deliberated on 
matter about the issue of con-
structing the bridge, during a 
meeting that was held on Sep. 
1 with M/S Bokato Shohe and 
Sons. It was understood that 
the contractor had assured 
resuming on 'war footing' 
the construction work for the 
bridge from the onset of the 
working season.

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The immediate response 
team (IRT) of the Dimapur 
district task force on child 
labour has rescued 41 chil-
dren from garages, work-
shops, and hotels and shops 
from various locations in 
Dimapur on September 12. 
The children are said to be 
in the age group 10-14 years.

The team conducted 
rescue operations led by 
the deputy commissioner 
of Dimapur Sushil Kumar 
Patel, it was informed. 
The children were rescued 
from Duncan, Notun Basti, 
Churches colony, Kher-

mahal, Golaghat road, and 
from the Eros Lane area in 
Dimapur proper. 

A press release from 
Neiketulie Namdau, a nodal 
coordinator of child welfare 
nongovernmental organi-
sation Childline 1098 at 
Dimapur, stated that the 
rescued children were pro-
duced before the Child Wel-
fare Committee of Dimapur 
along with their parents and 
guardians. 

It informed that the em-
ployers were summoned 
before the CWC during 
which penalty was imposed 
in accordance with statu-

tory provisions; they were 
made to sign bonds de-
claring that they would not 
employ in the future any 
children who are under 14 
years of age. 

The attendees were also 
sensitised on the Juvenile 
Justice (Care & Protection 
of Children) Act, Child and 
Adolescent Labour and Pro-
hibition Act, and the Right to 
Education Act, the updates 
informed. 

The chairman of the Di-
mapur district task force on 
child labour, Deputy Com-
missioner Sushil Kumar 
Patel, spoke to the children 

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): Citizens 
of Dimapur commuting from Chu-
mukedima proper to Dimapur prop-
er might get respite from the prob-
lems and tension associated with 
using auto rickshaws. The Nagaland 
State Transport will be launching a 
full-fledged bus service sometime in 
the middle of this month. 

The city bus service, initially to 
travel between Chumukedima and 
Dimapur, will bring relief to citizens 
whose anger against the unregulat-
ed auto rickshaws and their often il-
legal and exorbitant fares is not new. 

A citizen from Chumukedima 
area identifying himself as W Ren 
James expressed high appreciation 
for the NST for the bus service. 

"On a regular auto-rickshaw 
ride, we pay Rs 40. So, thro and fro, 
it's costs us Rs 80 daily, and it is a 
huge amount for the students since 
most of the colleges and secondary 
schools are around this area," said 
James. With the reintroduction of 
the regular NST bus services in be-
tween Chumukedima and Dimapur, 
he said, the public would be greatly 
relieved both in terms of conven-
ience and in terms of money. 

"Even if I have a car, there is this 
traffic congestion; so, I can take the 
bus and do my job easily and it will 
cost me less also," James said. 

When contacted, a senior trans-
port official from Dimapur interact-
ed with Eastern Mirror on condition 
of strict anonymity. The official said 
that the department will be launch-
ing the bus service later this month. 

The Nagaland State Depart-
ment, according to the official, 
has received three buses from the 
Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) 
and the vehicles are currently under 
'restoration'. Once the bus service is 
introduced, it would greatly help the 
common people, he said. 

The highway between Chu-
mukedima and Dimapur proper is 
about 14 kilometres in distance. It 
is one of the most crucial roadways 
in Nagaland. This stretch crosses 
several villages, and important edu-
cational institutions. Chumukedima 
is also the home of the Nagaland 
Police Training Centre, besides be-
ing a neighbour to a premier college 
institution Patkai Christian College. 

Hundreds of people travel daily 
on this vital road, the National High-
way-2, on auto-rickshaws, currently 
the only public transport “service” in 
the town. With the latest initiative of 
the Nagaland State Transport to re-
introduce regular bus services, daily 
commuters would get a respite from 
arguments with auto drivers and du-
bious auto rickshaw fares. Hopefully.  

New Delhi, Sep. 12 (PTI): The Supreme 
Court Wednesday extended the house 
arrest of five rights activists who were ar-
rested in connection with the Koregaon-
Bhima violence case till September 17.

A bench comprising Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and Justices A M Khanwilkar 
and D Y Chandrachud adjourned the 
hearing on the plea filed by historian 
Romila Thapar and four others to Sep-
tember 17 after it was submitted that 
senior advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi, 
who is representing the petitioners, was 
busy in another court

Earlier, Singhvi appeared before the 
bench and submitted that the hearing 
on Thapar's plea be conducted after 12 
pm as he has to appear in another matter

The court was hearing the plea filed 
against the arrest of the rights activists 
— Varavara Rao, Arun Ferreira, Vernon 
Gonsalves, Sudha Bharadwaj and Gau-
tam Navlakha — in the case

The Maharashtra police had arrested 
the five activists on August 28 in con-
nection with an FIR lodged following 
a conclave — 'Elgaar Parishad' — held 
on December 31 last year that had later 
triggered violence at Koregaon-Bhima 
village.

On August 29, the apex court ordered 
the house arrest of the activists, saying 
"dissent is the safety valve of democracy".

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The governor of Naga-
land has urged women of 
the Chang community to 
lead community build-
ing initiatives that would 

Japan-assisted green project 
to cover 33 villages initially

Foothill road: Comm. 
to meet with CM to 
drive work order 

Dimapur authorities rescue 41 children Dimapur’s bus service: Citizens’ 
freedom from auto rickshaw tensions

SC extends 
house arrest of 
rights activists 

Gov. wants Chang women to lead community building initiative

Find memes hilarious, take it as 
compliment — Anushka Sharma  |  P10

France keeper Lloris gets 20-month 
ban for drink-driving  |  P11

Hardik breaks fast, won’t care 
if dubbed ‘anti-national’  |  P8

CM Chang and Jica India’s Representative Yuko Shinohara,third and fourth  from left, and others during the release of the 
operational manual of Nagaland Forest Management Project, in Dimapur on September 12.

see results in the form of 
health, good environment, 
and even employment for 
community members. PB 
Acharya was in Tuensang 
on September 9, updates 
informed.

The governor also do-
nated a sum of INR one 
lakh to the Changsao 
Thangjam Setshang, or 
Chang women’s organisa-
tion, to be used for promo-
tion of skill development 
activities. 

The public relations cell 
of the governor issued a 
statement informing about 
the governor’s visit. Accord-
ing to the updates, Gov-
ernor Acharya urged the 
women’s organisation to 
be frontrunners of develop-
ment for their society and 
to empower the people, 
especially the youth. He 
urged them to empower the 
community with skills to 
improve the economy and 
solve the problem of un-
employment Nagaland has 

been facing for a long time. 
Likewise, the governor 

was of the opinion that the 

Chang women organisa-
tion should take the ini-
tiative to keep the district 

clean; the women’s com-
munity should educate the 
citizens about waste man-

agement, the updates said. 
He called upon the organi-
sation to identify recyclable 

items and reuse them. He 
said that recycling things 
would not only help in re-
ducing pollution and help 
to make the environment 
healthier, it will also create 
employment too. 

As for the donation, 
Acharya told the commu-
nity to use it as seed mon-
ey; use it to ‘encourage’ 
skill development in the 
district, the updates in-
formed. He encouraged the 
women’s organisation to 
promote the growth of Na-
galand state, too, through 
skill development. The gov-
ernor also talked to them 
about various central and 
state government welfare 
schemes and projects, in-
cluding the Mudra Bank 
from which entrepreneurs 
can avail loans at nomi-
nal interest rates and start 
businesses.

Further, the updates 
informed, Acharya encour-
aged the women to adopt 
government schools and 

strengthen them for the 
welfare of the society and 
for the cause of education. 

Besides the tribal com-
munity, Governor Acharya 
also held an interactive 
session with the non-Na-
ga community members, 
non-Naga business people 
and service providers living 
in Tuensang, the updates 
informed. He interacted 
with them in the CKS hall. 
He called upon the gather-
ing to strive to live in peace, 
pursue community welfare 
and to care for their town. 

The governor appealed 
to the community for come 
forward and to contribute 
to the relief fund meant 
for people affected by the 
recent monsoon-related 
emergencies in the state. 
INR 8,030 was collected 
during the drive, the up-
dates said. The collected 
contribution was later sub-
mitted to the deputy com-
missioner’s establishment, 
the updates read.     

about the negative impact 
of child labour and the im-
portance of education. He 
encouraged the children to 
pursue education and not 
engage in or seek employ-
ment in any work so that 
they would be educated and 
become successful citizens 
in the future. 

The task force has in-
formed that the authorities 
would be conducting more 
of such rescue operations 
and raids regularly in differ-
ent locations. It warned that 
any person found employ-
ing children less than 14 
years of age would be dealt 
with strictly in accordance 
with statutory regulations. 
The penalty includes fine, 
imprisonment or both, and 
even cancellation of trade 
license. 

The IRT consisted of N 
Zubenthung Ngullie, sub-
division officer (civil) for 
Dimapur; Pikato Tuccu, 
district child protection of-
ficer, Dimapur; Tiamenla, 
assistant commissioner of 
police; Subonenba Long-
kumer, nodal director of 
Childline 1098; Yolise Sang-
tam, Labour inspector; and 
members of Childline at 
Dimapur.

vironment, Forest & Climate 
Change remarked: “This project 
aims to restore forests on lands 
under shifting cultivation and 
provide other means of liveli-
hood for local residents and 
also enable them to contribute 
towards conserving sustainable 
environment.” 

The legislator mentioned that 
the project would cover 185 vil-
lages in 11 districts of Nagaland 
spreading over 22 forest ranges. 
He said that the project would 
be implemented during a span 
of ten years i.e., 2017 to 2027, 

creating both direct and indirect 
employment. The minister re-
quested the project’s team and 
stakeholders to coordinate and 
attain the project’s objectives, 
and on time. 

Chang launched the NFMP’s 
official website, which was de-
signed and developed by Ramiet-
ech Solutions, an IT and Software 
Company based in Kohima in co-
ordination with the NFMP-JICA 
team. He released an operational 
manual of the NFMP during the 
occasion too.

Also, the principal chief con-

servator of Forest I, Panger Jamir, 
highlighted the challenges of the 
project. During the 13th Finance 
commission, he said, people 
came forward for conservation of 
forest areas. A number of memo-
randums of understandings were 
signed with various stakeholders. 

However, the officer said, 
there was no financial assistance 
from the central government dur-
ing the 14th Finance Commission; 
it almost derailed the project. The 
Japanese agency then stepped in 
at the right time and breathed a 
new life into it, Jamir said. 

Consultant AK Bansal, a re-
tired Indian Forest Service official, 
said that the works of the Jica was 
‘very unique in many ways.’ He 
said the agency focuses on results 
instead of achievement. Applica-
tion of science and technology in 
the work, conservation through 
community participation, and 
project management consultancy 
are among the mission state-
ments of the agency, he said.

Representative of Jica in In-
dia, Yuko Shinohara, gave a brief 
introduction of the agency and its 
work. She said the organization 
is a governmental agency which 
caters to the socio-economic 
development of Japan as well as 
societies around the globe. She 
requested the project’s team, and 
stakeholders besides citizens 
who are involved in the project to 
work in coordination to achieve 
good results. Further, she urged 
the NFMP team to “expedite” the 
project implementation works. 

According to a document that 
was provided by the NFMP, there 
are three major components 
of the project: strengthening 
conservation regime through 
community participation; liveli-
hood opportunities for enhanced 
household incomes through 
convergence, and institutional 
strengthening. 



IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263
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John Tsulise Sangtam briefing the cordination meeting for CM’s Relief Fund in Longleng.

Participants of the district-level of sciebce seminar organised by Mon DEO on Sep. 11.

Sazolie College students pledges 
to abstain from drugs abuse

Students testing their blood during the HIV/Aids awareness programme held at Sazolie College on Sep. 12.

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The Red Ribbon Club 
(RRC) of Sazolie College in 
collaboration with Kripa 
Foundation of Kohima, 
and Naga Hospital Kohima, 
conducted an awareness 
programme on drug abuse 
and HIV/Aids, on Sep. 11 at 
the college auditorium. 

A  p re s e n t a t i o n  o n 
HIV/AIDS, its history, pre-
cautions and treatment 
process was presented 
by Vikholie Yiese of Kripa 
Foundation.

Sanjay Yadav, a former 
drug user, shared his life’s 
testimony and cautioned 
the students about the per-
ils of drug abuse.

Stating that young peo-

ple are at a higher risk of 
abusing drugs, Ketho An-
gami, who is also a former 
drug user, urged the stu-
dents to fight peer pres-
sure and rise above the 
circumstances to fulfil their 
dreams. He also recounted 
the bitter experiences that 
he faced when he was us-
ing drugs and advised the 
students never to try tak-
ing drugs or alcohol even 
out of curiosity because 
an individual can be easily 
trapped in the bad habit.

In an interactive ses-
sion queries posed by the 
students were addressed 
by the speakers. Bendang 
Imsong of Kripa Founda-
tion, who chaired the pro-

gramme, led the students 
in pronouncing a pledge 
to abstain from abusing 
drugs. 

A painting competition 
was also conducted on the 
topics ‘Drugs: Don’t start 
and be smart’ and ‘Don’t let 
drugs keep you from your 
dreams.’

Weto-ü Kapfo, Sensen 
Ilang and Limayapang Im-
song won the first, second 
and third prizes, respec-
tively. 

The programme was 
followed by an HIV screen-
ing test conducted by the 
staff of Naga Hospital Ko-
hima, wherein 26 students 
came forward to get their 
blood tested.   

Kiphire meet for Special Summary Revision
Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The Special summary revi-
sion of photo electoral rolls 
meeting was held at DC’s 
chamber in Kiphire on Sep. 
11, with political leaders in 
attendance.

The deputy commis-
sioner of Kiphire, Moham-
med Ali Shihab said that 

all the works depend on 
block-level officers (BLO). 
Therefore, he encouraged 
all the political party leaders 
to assist them in their work 
so as to make their work 
easier and also to take the 
responsible collectively. 

DC also gave the sched-
ule for various activities re-

lating to Special Summary 
Revision of photo electoral 
rolls to all the political lead-
ers. The schedule has pre-
revision activities, revision 
activities and the period. He 
appealed to all the political 
parties to abide by the rules 
and to always give a helping 
hand to BLOs.

Passes for NLA assembly 
to be issues from Sep. 14 
Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
Commissioner-Secretary N 
Benjamin Newmai has in-
formed that car passes and 
official gallery passes for the 
second session of the 13th 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (NLA) to be held on 
Sep. 18 and 20th will be is-
sued from Sep. 14 onwards.  
For minister and adminis-
trative of department heads 

passes will be issued from 
the special secretary (Home) 
at Civil Secretariat. Advisors, 
MLAs, PS, PA and other de-
partment are directed to col-
lect from reception counter 
gate no- II, Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly Secretariat 
while heads of the depart-
ments and medias are asked 
to collect from reception 
counter gate no-I.

Angami youths seek assistance 
for missing member
Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
T h e  No r t h e r n  A n g a -
mi Youth Organization 
(Nayo) has urged the state 
law enforcing agency 
‘Search Team’ to put in 
more effort in the search 
operation to find its mem-
ber  Neiphretuo Metseio 
of Chiechama village, who 
went missing on Sep. 7. 

The organisation has 
expressed gratitude to the 
‘Search Team’ for the ef-
fort put in so far and the 
volunteers for assisting 
in the search operation. 

It also said it is willing to 
extend further assistance 
to the authority in any 
manner. 

The organisation also 
lamented that most of the 
CCTV cameras installed at 
police check gates during 
the state election earlier 
this year are out of order. It 
has appealed the concern 
authority to install better 
CCTV cameras at police 
check gates to help curb 
criminal activities and 
enhance security of the 
public.

MGM school donates towards 
Kerala flood, Kiphire relief funds  

Kidima to observe Catholic juniors’ day 

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
MGM Hr. Sec. School has 
collected a sum of INR 
1,35,000 for the Caring Souls 
Foundation, Kerela Flood 
Relief, and Kiphire flood 
relief fund. 

The school said in a 
statement that the fund 
was garnered under the 
guidance of St. Thomas 

Mission Society. Students, 
teachers and non-teaching 
staff voluntarily contrib-
uted towards the cause.  “St. 
Thomas Mission Society is 
an organisation apart from 
imparting education to the 
children in their institu-
tions always step forward 
for noble cause and offer a 
helping hand to the needy,” 

the press release stated. 
It said that the collected 

amount for the ‘caring soul 
foundation has been hand-
ed over to Bajpay, a senior 
member of the foundation, 
Kerala  flood relief amount 
sent  through Calcutta  dioc-
esan  council  account  and 
Kiphire  flood relief amount 
to DDMA, Kiphire.

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The Kidima Catholic Jun-
iors’ Association (KCJA) day 
will be observed on Sep. 15 
and 16th under the theme 
“ For there is nothing that 

God cannot do”. Rev. Fr. 
Raymond D’Souza, director 
of Eden Garden and Chil-
dren’s Home, Khuzama will 
be the as main celebrant of 
the event. Solo, duet, quar-

tet, double quartet, bible 
recitation competition will 
be conducted for the mem-
bers. The KCJA has invited 
everybody to attend the 
event.

Chief Minister’s relief fund: District 
administrations appeal for contribution  

Mon DEO hosts district-level science seminar 
Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The District Education 
Officer (DEO) of Mon on 
Sep. 11 conducted dis-
trict-level science semi-
nar on the topic “Indus-
trial Revolution (IR) 4.0: 
Are we prepared?” at the 
DEO’s conference hall. 

Altogether, 14 schools 
under Mon district par-
ticipated in the seminar 
which was organised by 
DEO Mon.

Wangmai Walim Kon-
yak, class IX of Sacred 
Heart School was de-
clared as the winner. She 
will represent the district 
at the state-level compe-
tition to be held on Sep. 
21.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, DEO R Zayao 
Lotha said the Industrial 
Revolution has both mer-
its and demerits. Some 

STATE

Ansta convenes executive 
meeting 
The All Nagaland School Teachers Association (Ansta) 
is holding its executive body meeting at 10 am on Sep. 
20 at Teachers House in Kohima to deliberate on the 
forthcoming general conference to be held in the 1st 
week of November. All the Ansta units, sub-units and 
RGTF executives are requested to attend the meeting 
without fail. Units are also asked to submit member-
ship and conference fees to its central office along 
with the list of the names. 

Kohima DPDB meeting on 
Sep. 15
The monthly meeting of the Kohima District Planning 
and development Board (DPDB) has been scheduled 
on Sep. 15 at 10 am in the conference hall of the 
deputy commissioner. All the members have been 
requested to attend.

KMC office to remain closed 
on Sep. 13
DimapurThe Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) has 
informed that its office will remain closed on Sep. 13 
as the staff will be engaged in shifting of the office to 
the New Super Market building.

Two stolen vehicles recovered 
The NSCN (IM) “Commander, Wokha Town Com-
mand” has informed that two stolen vehicles - Bo-
lero SLX, black colour with engine no. GA64H44552 
(chassis number missing) and serial no. 62442308, 
and a Royal Enfield, light blue in colour with engine 
no. 4355C1HH140060 and chassis no. M634355C-
1MH983867 have been recovered. The rightful owners 
can claim the same by producing valid documents 
within seven days. For more details, contact “Com-
mander, Wokha Town Command” (NSCN IM).

NEWS IN BRIEFProgramme to improve math underway in Kohima 

Menukhol John addressing the inaugural programme of the orientation programme for mathematics teachers.

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
A three-day orientation 
programme of secondary 
mathematics teachers 
is underway at Imagine 
Nagaland Hall, Adminis-
trative Training Institute 
in Kohima. 

The Orientation pro-
gramme, which started on 
Sep. 12 and will conclude 
on the 14th, is conducted 
by the Nagaland Board of 
School Education (NBSE) 
in collaboration with 
the National Council of 
Educational Research & 
Training (NCERT) of New 
Delhi. 

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
programme, the guest 
speaker, Principal Secre-
tary School Education & 
SCERT, Menukhol John, 
lamented that many stu-

dents look upon math-
ematics subject as tough 
or hard. He urged the 
teachers to demystify 

this notion and give their 
best in creating interest 
in the students about the 
study of mathematics. He 

also encouraged them to 
use the inputs and expe-
rience gained from the 
programme to raise the 

level of the students’ un-
derstanding of the subject.

Resource persons -- 
Prof. Dr. A.K. Wazalwar 
and Asst. Prof. Dr. TP Sar-
ma -- both from NCERT 
intend to connect and 
discuss with the math-
ematics teachers on ways 
to bring improvement in 
mathematics learning at 
school.

Dr. Wazalwar said that 
improvement of math-
ematics study is one of 
the most widely talked 
topics not only in India 
but also across the world. 
He said the NCERT is try-
ing its best to improve in 
this area.

The chairman of the 
Nagaland Board of School 
Education (NBSE), Asano 
Sekhose emphasised on 

the importance of math-
ematics study. She called 
upon the teachers to give 
their best in ensuring that 
students get conceptual 
clarity and correct pro-
cedures of learning the 
subject. 

The NBSE in its en-
deavour to support and 
equip the students with 
the information on par 
with the rest of the country 
have introduced NCERT 
textbooks of class XI (Bi-
ology, Physics, Chemistry, 
and Mathematics), and 
Science and Mathematics 
in class IX with effect from 
this academic year. Simi-
larly, next year, NCERT 
textbooks for the men-
tioned subjects shall be 
used in classes X and XII 
too, she informed.

Demystify the notion of  Mathematics as a tough  subject — Menukhol John

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN):  A coordi-
nation meeting of all the administra-
tive officers, head of departments, 
churches, heads of educational in-
stitutions, Chamber of Commerce & 
Industries, NGOs and civil societies 
of Longleng was held on Sep. 12 at 
the DC’s conference hall.  

Deputy Commissioner Longleng 
John Tsulise Sangtam highlighted the 
scenario of the places affected by the 
unprecedented incessant rainfall.

He apprised the members of Gov-
ernor PB Acharya’s meeting with the 

deputy commissioners and read out 
his appeal to all the NGOs, schools 
and colleges, religious groups, bu-
reaucrats, political activities, work-
ers, and farmers to share and care for 
the flood victims of the state. 

The DC said that donation for 
relief must reach in time to ensure 
that it does not go in vain. He also 
appealed to come forward and con-
tribute generously in rebuilding the 
lives of the affected people. 

It was decided during the meet-
ing that it would ask for donation 

from all government employees, 
students, businessmen, NGOs and 
civil societies, village council, reli-
gious groups, political activities and 
well-wishers and submit the col-
lected amount to the DC’s office on 
or before Sep. 20.

The deputy commissioner (DC) 
of Tuensang, L Jamithung Lotha has 
requested everyone from the district 
to contribute generously towards 
the CM’s Relief fund, and submit the 
collected amount to the DC on or 
before Sep. 18.

of the demerits, he said 
are unemployment prob-
lems, work demand and 
unequal  distr ibution 
of wealth. However, he 

added that many things 
brought changes through 
the Industrial Revolution.

“We are living in the 
21st century where eve-

ryone has to cop up with 
this internet world,” he 
insisted.

He  a c k n ow l e d g e d 
the students, who he de-

scribed as the ‘young sci-
entist students,’ for exhib-
iting their talent and also 
appreciated the teachers 
for guiding them. 
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A resident carries a bag of rice provided as part of relief aid by a group called Voice of ENPO, on September 
12.

Stranded but not alone:  WhatsApp 
group reaches out to Kiphire and Tobu   

IPCER conducts seminar 
on suicide prevention 

Lhutu Keyho’s book ‘Avila’s lover and other stories’ released

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The Voice of ENPO, a What-
sApp group of likeminded 
people reached out to the 
stranded people of Kiphire 
district and Tobu village in 
Mon district on Wednes-
day  .

The team reached 
Kiphire district on Sep. 12 
and handed 400 bags of rice 
to the Deputy Commission-
er Kiphire Mohammed Ali 
Shibab IAS in the presence of 
his colleagues, United Sang-
tam Likhum Pümji (USLP), 
United Sangtam Students 
Conference (USSC) and 
wards chairmen. 

The group was led by 
convenor of Voice of ENPO, 
Chankei,  co-convenor Dr. 
Angto Phom; Hongkam 
Phom, and KV John along 
with well-wishers. 

Dr. Angto Phom who is 
currently a doctor at Naga 
Hospital Kohima, told East-
ern Mirror that because 
of the road condition two 
trucks took three days to 
reach Kiphire. The team 

A year has passed since 
you left us for your 
heavenly abode. You 

never said I’m leaving, you 
never said Goodbye. You were 
gone before we knew it, and 
only god knew why.
A million times we needed 
you, a million times we cried. 
In life we loved you dearly, in 
death we love you still. In our 
hearts you hold a place that 
no one could ever fill.
It broke our hearts to lose you, 
but you did not go alone. For 
part of us went with you, the 
day god took you home.
Your short life on earth with us was a blessing and a treasure that will 
remain in our hearts forever.

 First Death Anniversary
OF

Lt. MATHIBO CHÜSEOTE

Loving wife, son, daughter 
and family members.

   Died on 13.09.2017

K-1862

also donated 99 bags of rice 
along with other essential 
commodities for Tobu vil-
lage. Phom said the team 
was supposed to donate 100 
bags of rice with essential 
commodities but one bag 
fell off on the way because 

of the road condition.     
According to Phom, the 

Voice of ENPO and well-
wishers had tied up with 
the group to offer support 
to the areas that have been 
cut off by the unexpected 
natural disaster by mas-

sive landslides and sinking 
of road about 8 kms from 
Meluri area. 

The District Hospital 
(DH) Kiphire and Commu-
nity Health Centre (CHC) 
Tobu have extended grati-
tude to the Voice of ENPO 

team and well wishers for 
extending aid.

The team led by Chang-
kei, Dr. Angto and KV John 
said the ‘help Kiphire’ fund 
drive was initiated through 
their Whatsapp group ‘Voice 
of ENPO’ in July to support 
Kiphire district. 

‘With the encouraging 
response received from the 
Voice of ENPO and well 
wishers, the team could 
have come this far. One 
truck with 100 bags of rice 
was sent to Tobu town on 
Sep. 11. and two trucks 
loaded with 400 bags of rice 
were sent to Kiphire on Sep. 
10 but reached on Sep. 12 
due to sudden landslide.  

We thought our mis-
sion would be incomplete 
without our presence there 
in Kiphire when the con-
signment reached so we 
decided to go ahead and 
we get on on this journey 
of hope and completed our 
mission where we realised 
that together we can do 
many things’, shared the 
team to Eastern Mirror. 

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): Identifying 
suicide or suicidal tendencies  as a serious 
problem, the Institute of Psychology Coun-
selling and Educational Research (IPCER)  
conducted a seminar  Mary college and 
Mount Mary B. Ed college on the theme 
‘Lets speak out and reach out to prevent 
suicide’. 

A press release issued by the IPCER 
Director, Nukshi Esther Imsong, stated 
the main speaker of the seminar was Eccli 
Zhimo, student counsellor cum counsel-
ling psychologist of IPCER team. 

Zhimo, while highlighting about sui-
cidal tendencies and its preventions, said 
that Nagaland, as per National Crime 
Record Bureau (NCRB) in 2015, is listed as 
the second least suicidal state, however, 
she said that  at present, the suicide cases 
are increasing.  

She said that some of the common 
causes for suicides are ‘depression, high 
stress life style, extreme mental illness such 
as bipolar disorder, extreme anxiety, emo-
tional breakdown, sudden death of loved 
ones, trauma, financial problem, high 

expectation from families, social isolation, 
drug addiction, inferiority complex and list 
go on and on’.

Zhimo said that every individual must 
be aware of the sign and symptoms of sui-
cide so that one can stop and also prevent 
others from committing suicide.  

 “IPCER team work tirelessly to reach 
Out as Many as to educate to promote and 
to prevent any kind of Mental illness that 
effect individual with thier motto”Change 
individual mindset brings changes in the 
society,” the release stated. 

World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD), 
on 10 September, is organized by the Inter-
national Association for Suicide Prevention 
(IASP). WHO has been co-sponsor of the 
day. The purpose of this day is to raise 
awareness around the globe that suicide 
can be prevented.

In past years, over 300 activities in 
around 70 countries were reported to IASP, 
including educational and commemora-
tive events, press briefings and confer-
ences, as well as Facebook and Twitter 
coverage.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 12 (EMN): A book 
titled “Avila’s lover and other sto-
ries-I” written by Lhutu Keyho 
was released  by Dr. Easterine 
Kire, publisher Barkweaver pub-
lications this evening, Sep. 12 at 
Riverburg Memorial Hall, Mission 
Compound, Kohima.

The young author, 29-year old 
Lhutu Keyho born in Phek town 
holds a masters degree in English 
Literature from North eastern Hills 
University. His first story “A pair of 
gulaams” was published in 2015 in 
a collection entitled “Raconteurs 
from the Hills” by Penthrill Pub-
lications.

Keyho’s story “The labour un-
ionist” won the Wordweavers’ 
short story competition in 2017 
organised by Wordweavers India. 
He currently teaches at Baptist 
College, Kohima.

Avila’s lover and other stories, 
the first volume of Keyho’s short 

stories represent contemporary 
life in the towns and villages of 
present day Nagaland through a 
voice that is newly emerging in 
Naga fiction- The Naga male voice.

Comprising of eight short sto-
ries that effectively capture the 
Naga psyche where the situations 
are recognisable and the char-
acters are people who the reader 
is likely to meet on an everyday 
basis.

In her note, Kire observed that 
reading culture is still very young 
in Naga society, and impressed 
upon the young people to incul-
cate the habit of reading and start 
by reading short stories.

Stating that our land is filled 
with stories and its people breathe 
stories, Kire said it would be a priv-
ilege for the young people to share 
stories. Congratulating the young 
author, Kire said he is the voice 
of the men in the field of literary, 
which at present is dominated 

by the women, and hope that he 
would come up with more books 
in the future.

Presenting the reader’s per-
spective, Dr, Vizovono Elizabeth 
said all the stories are distinct and 
deal with different themes. The 
common thread that binds them, 
she observed is the insightful 
portrayal of contemporary Naga 
society. The characters in the sto-
ries are all typically Naga and are 
drawn from the lives of common, 
ordinary citizens where their expe-
riences are very relatable. 

Further describing the book, 
Elizabeth said “It could very well 
be the story of any one of us, which 
makes the stories resonate well. 
We find that it is about the lives of 
ordinary people whose destinies 
are defined by the many forces of 
the social environment in which 
they live be it the government, the 
underground forces, illegal taxa-
tion; liaisons, or even mysterious 

supernatural incidences attribut-
ed to spirit presence in our midst”.

Appreciating the author for 
presenting the stories with raw 
honesty, many of the social evils 
that plague our society, she said 
Keyho has brought to the fore 
issues that ‘we have become com-
placent about, or some which we 
pretend does not exist’. 

“Keyho writes in an under-
stated tone, without blatant con-
demnation, yet he effectively 
highlights and draws our attention 
to all the dirt we have conveniently 
swept under the carpet” added 
Elizabeth. 

Portraying the book that ulti-
mately represents the voice of the 
youth, Elizabeth said the author 
explicitly deals with the things 
that the youth are concerned 
about- ‘love and relationships, in-
fidelity, greed, corruption, politics 
government, unemployment, and 
parenting’. 



Agartala, Sep. 12 (PTI): Differ-
ences between the BJP and its 
regional partner Indigenous Peo-
ples Front of Tripura (IPFT) have 
come to the fore in the run up to 
panchayat bye-elections, with 
a series of clashes between the 
workers of the ruling allies over 
submission of nominations.

Bypoll will be held on Sep-
tember 30 in over 3,000 seats 
in gram panchayats, panchay-
at samitis and zilla parishads, 
which were rendered vacant due 
to resignation of public repre-
sentatives since March this year 
in Tripura.

The IPFT, which is contesting 
against ally Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) l, claimed its candidates 
could submit nominations in 
only 10 out of the 35 rural devel-
opment blocks of Tripura. It de-
manded that the Election Com-
mission put off the by-elections 
where candidates were unable to 
file nominations freely. 

The opposition CPI (M) in 
Tripura also demanded immedi-
ate postponement of the pan-
chayat bye-elections or extension 
of the time period for filing nomi-
nation papers.

IPFT general secretary Man-
gal Debbarma alleged that the 
BJP supporters have attacked 

IPFT activists in different districts 
since they “didn’t want the indig-
enous party to grow strong”.

Election exercise could not be 
carried out in some of the rural 
development blocks and aspirant 
candidates could not file their 
nomination even on the last date, 
he told reporters.

The State Election Commis-
sion is requested to take imme-
diate decision to exclude such 
blocks from the purview of the 
present election exercise, an IPFT 
executive committee resolution, 
which was circulated at the press 
conference, said.

The party also urged the state 
Election Commission to resched-
ule by-polls in those blocks at the 
earliest.

Signalling a rift between the 
allies which came together to 
form a government in March, 
the IPFT general secretary said 
his party and all its front organi-
zations would soon launch a 
statewide movement for Tipra-
land, a proposed separate state 
for indigenous communities.

He urged the BJP to hold an 
immediate state level joint meet-
ing with IPFT and said “findings 
of the meeting would decide the 
nature of the movement”.

Meanwhile, IPFT supremo 

and revenue minister Narendra 
Chandra Debbarma alleged that 
“rule of law is under question in 
Tripura”.

“Severe chaos was created in 
different blocks on Tuesday the 
last day of nomination submis-
sion for three tier panchayat 
polls,” he said.

State police control room 
said Wednesday that clashes 
were reported from Boxanagar, 
Dhanpur and Melaghar in Si-
pahijala district, Amtali in West 
Tripura, Kamalpur in Dhalai, 
Dharmanagar in North Tripura, 
Gournagar in Khowai district 
and from other parts of the state 
yesterday.

The IPFT called an emergency 
meeting Wednesday morning to 
conduct a detailed review of the 
state’s political situation.

The IPFT supremo, however, 
refused to name the attackers and 
said miscreants led the charge 
against its supporters in different 
districts.

Asked why BJP and IPFT are 
not fighting together in the pan-
chayat by-polls, NC Debbarma 
said, “We are allies in govern-
ment. Though there is no formal 
decision, we have discussed that 
we shall have a friendly contest in 
panchayat bye-election. It was a 

gentleman’s agreement”.
When contacted, BJP spokes-

person Mrinal Kanti Deb said 
that his party supporters did not 
attack any person, group of any 
political party during filing of 
nominations, which ended on 
Tuesday.

Some miscreants had at-
tacked BJP activists and sup-
porters when they went to file 
nominations, Deb claimed.

Sipahijala district Superin-
tendent of Police Kulwant Singh 
told PTI that the situation is nor-
mal there but adequate deploy-
ment of police and para-military 
forces was made and patrolling 
was also intensified in vulnerable 
areas.

Meanwhile, an FIR was filed 
by BJP MLA Birchanda Deb-
barma at Takarjala police station, 
25 km from here, on September 
10 night accusing a group of uni-
dentified miscreants of breaking 
open his residential gate and 
damaging the property.

The MLA was not in the house 
during the attack but his fam-
ily was terrified. Investigation is 
continuing but nobody has been 
arrested so far, the SP said.

The Opposition CPI (M) at-
tacked the BJP and IPFT over the 
situation in the state.

C P I  ( M )  s p o k e s p e r s o n 
Goutam Das alleged that a fascist 
rule is prevailing in Tripura under 
BJP-IPFT coalition government. 
Opposition supporters, common 
people, even policemen are not 
spared from attacks of BJP and 
IPFT supporters, Das alleged.

“An unusual and abnormal 
situation is prevailing in the state. 
Election can’t be held in such a 
situation,” he added.

Dhalai district superintend-
ent Sudipta Das said Wednesday 
that Kamalpur Sub Divisional 
Police Officer of Dhalai district, 
Shankar Das, and other officials 
including a police station in-
charge were injured when they 
tried to lift a blockade at Sriram-
pur, 10 Km away from Kamalpur 
town.

A convoy of  IPFT ML A 
Dhananjoy Tripura was attacked 
in the area earlier Tuesday at Sr-
irampur and two of his vehicles 
were damaged, the official said. 
The blockade was subsequently 
staged by IPFT supporters, Das 
said.

He also informed that a 
service rifle of a policeman was 
dropped during mob control 
operation but was later recovered. 
Adequate deployment was made 
to maintain peace.

Guwahati, Sep. 12 (IANS): 
An earthquake measuring 
5.5 on the Richter scale 
shook Guwahati and its 
adjoining areas on Wednes-
day, the Met said. No dam-
age was reported.

The quake occurred at 
a depth of 13 km around 
10.20 a.m. with its epicen-
tre in Kokrajhar district, 
the India Meteorological 
Department said.

An Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority 
official said there was no 
report of any major dam-
age from anywhere in the 
state so far.
Youth dies as he falls from 
stairs during quake
A panic-stricken youth 
died after he slipped while 
scrambling down the stairs 
of his house with his dog in 

this town of northern West 
Bengal during an earth-
quake on Wednesday, fam-
ily members said.

Samrat Das, a B.Ed 
student who had come 
home on a holiday, lost 
consciousness after the fall 
and was declared brought 
dead at a private hospital.

The earthquake of mag-
nitude 5.5 on the Richter 
scale, with its epicentre 
at Assam’s Kokrajhar, oc-
curred at 10.20 am.

Das, a resident of San-
tinagar locality, got tense 
as he felt the tremors, and 
tried to come out of the 
house with the dog, but got 
off-balance.

The body has been sent 
to the North Bengal Medi-
cal College Hospital for 
post mortem.

Imphal, Sep. 12 (IANS): Four militants of the banned Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) were arrested by the Manipur 
police from two different parts of Imphal east district, ac-
cording to a press release issued by the police department 
on Wednesday.

In a raid conducted on Tuesday evening the police 
rounded up one militant of the PLA at Heirok in Thoubal 
district. He was identified as H. Radhesyam.

Acting on intelligence inputs, police of the Imphal east 
district also raided some localities on Monday night. 

Three more militants of PLA from Khurai areas in the 
district were arrested. They were identified as T. Arun, R.K. 
Surjit and N.Premchand. 

Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
The first Sainik School of 
Arunachal Pradesh in East 
Siang district was inaugu-
rated on Tuesday Septem-
ber 11 by Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu. Colonel C 
Konwer, PRO (Defence) 
issued a press release on 
Wednesday.

The school began its 

first academic session 
with an intake of 60 stu-
dents selected from all 
over Arunachal and other 
parts of the country. 

Khandu congratulated 
the first-batch students, 
and appreciated the role 
of Goalpara Sainik School 
principal, Captain Edwin 
Jothirajan, for his efforts 

to ensure early establish-
ment of the school, stated 
the press release. 

Maj Gen Bhaskar Ka-
lita, GOC Formidable 
Fifty Six, Education Sec-
retary Madhurani Teotia, 
Health Minister Alo Li-
bang and other dignitar-
ies were present on the 
occasion.

Shillong, Sep. 12 (PTI): A 67-year-old man 
of Meghalaya’s West Garo Hills district, who 
was abducted by armed criminals from 
Bangladesh three months ago, was handed 
over to the Indian authorities along with two 
others, officials said Wednesday.

The three were received by the state 
police in presence of other authorities at 
Dawki on Tuesday evening. Phalgun Arengh 
was abducted by Bangladeshi criminals 
from his home at Hatimara on May 23, the 
officials said, adding that the abductors had 
demanded INR 50 lakh as ransom.Areng 
escaped from captivity on June 1 when his 
captors were asleep and went to his relative’s 
house in Sherpur district of the neighbour-

ing country. He was later handed over to the 
Bangladesh police and jailed, a senior state 
police official told PTI.

Efforts from Chief Minister Conrad K 
Sangma and the state authorities along with 
the Indian High Commission helped his 
early release from Sylhet jail, the officer said. 
Meanwhile, 56-year-old Garango Das and 
S Acharjee, residents of Bholaganj village in 
East Khasi Hills district were also handed 
over to the Indian authorities at Dawki 
along with Arengh Tuesday.

Das had spent 14 years in a Bangladesh 
jail for illegally entering the country to buy 
fish and he was arrested there on March 
11, 2004.

Guwahati, Sep. 12 (IANS): 
A female student hailing 
from Karnataka commit-
ted suicide on Wednes-
day in the Indian Institute 
of Technology-Guwahati 
(IIT-G) campus here, po-
lice said.

Nagashri S.C. from 
Shimoga town was a me-
chanical engineering stu-
dent and joined the IIT 
in July, IIT-G spokesman 
Labanu Konwar said.

A resident of Dhan-
siri Girls Hostel, Nagashri 
did not attend classes on 
Wednesday. 

“When her roommate 
returned to the hostel, 
she found the room door 
locked from inside. As 
there was no response 
to repeated door knocks, 
campus security called 
police who forced open 
the door. She was found 
hanging from a ceiling 
fan,” Konwar said. 

Academic pressure 
could not have her to take 
the extreme step, IIT-G 
officials said.  A police 
officer said: “Preliminary 
investigation indicate it 
was suicide. However, it 
can be confirmd only after 
post-mortem.”

Nagashri’s parents are 
scheduled to arrive in the 
city on Thursday.

New Delhi, Sep. 12 (IANS): 
For Assam-born photog-
rapher Shyamal Datta, 
the “astonishing diversity 
of the northeast” led him 
to visually document his 
homeland in thousands 
of photographs, some of 
which are displayed in an 
exhibition that opened 
here on Wednesday.

Titled “Fire to Fire 
From Dawn to Dusk”, the 
exhibition at the India 
International Centre (IIC) 
has over 50 photographs 
of northeast India’s cul-
ture and people.

Documenting tradi-
tional ways of the people 
of the region, the photo-
graphs come from Datta’s 
urge to preserve “north-
eastern India’s vanishing 

way of life”.
The lensman, who had 

bought a one-way ticket to 
India in 2006, after spend-
ing 30 years in the US, told 
IANS that the motivation 
behind the photographs 
w a s  t h e  “t ra u m a t i c” 
thought of him not doing 
anything for the country 
he was born in.

Thus began for him a 
new kind of engagement 
with the northeast.

“I wanted to spend 
the remaining part of my 
life, in photographing, 
researching, studying and 
documenting the north-
east, which includes the 
people there.

“I smiled with them, 
lived with them, ate with 
them, and fell in love with 

them,” said the photogra-
pher, who was brought up 
in Meghalaya.

Why the title “Fire to 
Fire From Dawn to Dusk”?

“The life of a trib-
al in the mountains of 
the northeast begins at 
dawn. There is a hearth in 
the middle of the house, 
which gets lit as a mark of 
the day’s beginning.

“After a hard toil in the 
fields, they trudge back 
to their homes, and light 
the fire again. The neigh-
bours come together, sing 
songs, and eat. This cyclic 
lifestyle -- from fire to fire 
-- is getting lost,” said Dat-
ta, whose journey from a 
hobbyist photographer 
to a professional one is 
inspiring.

4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, September 13, 2018

Rift comes to fore between Tripura 
ruling allies in panchayat bye-election

5.5-magnitude quake hits Assam

Arunachal Pradesh gets its first Sainik School

Man abducted by criminals return home

‘My camera couldn’t ignore northeast 
India’s astonishing diversity’

IIT student 
commits 
suicide in 
Guwahati

Four militants arrested in Mnp.

PB Acharya along with leaders of Chare village, and security officials at the 5th COB AR camp in Chare town.

Pema Khandu unveiling the monolith of Arunachal’s first Sainik School on Tuesday.

An exhibit from Shyamal Datta’s collection of photographs on northeast India at India International  Centre, 
New Delhi.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1936SUD0KU 1776
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Former ruler of Iran
 5. Forest land (archaic)
 9. Helps little firms
 12. Tonight Show host Jay ____
 13. Jai ____, sport
 14. European Economic Community
 15. Afghani title
 16. Pouches
 17. The side of something that is 

sheltered from the wind
 18. Geographic diagram
 20. Repulses
 22. Chagrined
 25. Rodent
 26. Headwear
 27. Classifies
 32. Supplemented with difficulty
 34. Singer/musician ___ King Cole
 35. Part of harness
 36. Drugs
 39. Ancient Hebrew unit of liquid 

measure
 40. Work unit
 41. Sarcasm
 43. Characterized by unity
 47. Take in solid food
 48. A baglike structure in a plant or 

animal
 49. South African dialect
 51. Acts as assistant
 54. Ethnic group of Nigeria
 55. Small ornamental ladies’ bag
 56. Not ocean or lake
 57. Portuguese for “Saint”
 58. French for “Seven”
 59. Break 

 DOWN
 1. Patti Hearst’s captors
 2. Surround
 3. Filled with animation and spirit
 4. Traditional round dances
 5. No longer is
 6. A growth-regulating chemical 

sprayed on fruit trees
 7. Cuts
 8. Ban from profession
 9. Your consciousness of 

your own identity
 10. Meat from 

cows 
 11. Playing cards with just 

one symbol
 19. Foot (Latin)
 21. Southwestern 

american state
 22. Polite interruption 

sound
 23. Cook in an oven
 24. Slander
 28. Wide metal vessel 

used in  cooking
 29. Citizen of a certain 

South Pacific country
 30. An independent ruler 

or chieftain
 31. Monetary unit of 

Western Samoa
 33. Having relatively few 

calories 

 37. Wooden boxes
 38. Society of Automotive 

Engineers
 42. Afrikaans
 43. Purposes
 44. A quantity of no 

importance
 45. Symbol
 46. Talk stupidly
 50. Illumined
 52. A nucleic acid shaped 

like a double helix
 53. Elect

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1775

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1935

“The terrifying (aston-
ishing) diversity of the 
northeast is something 
my camera couldn’t ig-
nore. It consumed me,” 
he added.

Pointing to the tra-
ditional lifestyle fading 
in the face of modernity, 
Datta lamented: “There 
are small tribes there, and 
once their culture is gone, 
it’s gone forever.”

“Since the closing 
three decades of the last 
century, the centuries-
old values of indigenous 
cultures saw a tectonic 
impact of western value 
systems on them.

“Later, in post inde-
pendent India, a pan-In-
dian socio-cultural wave 
hit the tribes of the region 
once again. As a conse-
quence, a constant flux of 
assimilation and absorp-
tion of values are emerg-
ing in their life-patterns,” 
he writes in his introduc-
tion to the exhibition.

His only “weapon” -- 
the camera -- is his me-
dium of documenting a 
way of life, something he 
has been doing rigorously 
since he returned in 2006.

Datta also encourages 
youth from northeast In-
dia to be proud of their 
culture and take it for-
ward.

The exhibition will be 
open for public display till 
September 21.
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STATE / BUSINESS

NEW OPENING:  A fashion store, City Life, after its formal opening on Sep. 12.

Coal India Limited Chairman Anil Kumar Jha during 44th Annual 
General Meeting of the company, in Kolkata, Wednesday, Sep 12

Coal India could close 53 underground mines this fiscal
Kolkata, Sep. 12 (IANS) : 
Coal India, which is look-
ing to rationalise its un-
derground mines in view 
of safety and financial vi-
ability, could close about 
53 such mines this year, 
its Chairman Anil Kumar 
Jha said on Wednesday.

He said manpow-
er would “not be re-
trenched” if any mine 
is closed and workers 
would be re-trained and 
re-skilled for getting em-
ployed in other mines.

“About 43 under-
ground mines were 
closed last year on 
grounds of safety and 
viability. We had inher-
ited many underground 
mines at the time of na-
tionalisation. That time 
there were more than 700 
mines. Now, with each 
passing day, we are try-
ing to rationalise mines 
which are small and not 
financially viable. For 
some of the mines, we 
are trying to amalgamate 
and turn some of them 
into opencast,” he said.

“We have given a 
project to Indian School 
of Mines to give us a so-
lution about how the 
underground mines can 
be managed by closing 
or by amalgamating or 
converting into open-
cast. This exercise is go-
ing on,” said Jha, adding 
that it will take a “con-
crete shape” in the next 
six months.

Jha also said, “Not a 
single manpower would 
be retrenched and they 
will be re-skilled and 
retrained. They will be 
employed in some other 
mines.”

The miner has 369 
mines at the beginning 
of the current fiscal, of 
which 174 are under-
ground, 177 opencast 
and 18 mixed mines.

Coal production from 
underground mines in 
2017-18 was 30.54 mil-
lion tonnes compared to 
31.48 million tonnes dur-
ing 2016-17. Production 

from opencast mines 
during 2017-18 was 94.62 
per cent of total raw coal 
production.

However, the miner is 
also taking up new coal 
mining projects.

A total of 11 coal 
blocks have been allot-

ted to Eastern Coalfields, 
Bharat Coking Coal and 
Western Coalfields and 
these new blocks will 
help these subsidiaries 
produce more than 100 
million tonnes of coal 
per annum in the near 
future, he said.

He said four coal 
mining projects with an 
ultimate capacity of 24.6 
million tonnes per an-
num and a total capital 
investment of Rs 4,155.46 
crore were approved.

Jha said there are 26 
operational mines which 
are contributing more 
than 55-60 per cent of to-
tal production.

Coal India Ltd (CIL) 
has undertaken rail in-
frastructure projects for 
planned growth in pro-
duction and sales and 
as many as 13 projects 
for coal evacuation have 
been identified, he said.

He said two cok-
ing coal washeries were 
commissioned and plans 
are on the anvil to set up 
a non-coking coal wash-
ery in Odisha’s Ib-Valley 
for which a letter of in-
tention was issued.

“Coal India is tasked 
with meeting challeng-
ing targets in the years 
ahead. Going forward in 
order to meet the pro-
duction targets, it needs 
to step up its growth rate.

“In order to achieve 
the planned growth in 
production and extrac-
tion in future, the com-

Districts, sub-divisions hold board meetingsCity Life opens 
outlet in Kohima Dimapur, Sep. 12 (EMN): The 

District Planning and Develop-
ment Board (DPDB) meeting of 
Dimapur district was held on 
Sep. 11 in the conference hall of 
deputy commissioner office.

In the meeting, the board 
members deliberated for the 
need to repair the collapsed wall 
of Dimapur Government Col-
lege, and decided to forward the 
matter to the Higher Education 
department. It also discussed for 
installation of a dialysis unit at 
District Hospital Dimapur, and 
resolved to write to the Medical 
Superintenden. 

With regard to upgrading 
of Royal Academy at H Khe-
hoyi village Niuland, the board 
members recommended to the 
concern department for consid-
eration, basing on the verifica-
tion report submitted by ADC 
Niuland.

On the agenda for registra-
tion of societies, the board de-
cided for recommend Mercy So-
ciety, Nagaland Poultry Forum, 
Bethel Home society, Trio Task 
society, Khermahal Area Busi-
ness Welfare Association, Being 
Humane, Hmar Christian Fel-
lowship, Seva Bharati Nagaland 
and Atou Welfare society to the 
Home department: 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Taxes Dimapur, gave presenta-

tion on how VAT was replaced by 
GST and various rules regulating 
GST. He informed the DDOs to 
contact training centre located 
at Commissioner of Taxes office 
Dimapur for any queries.

 Tseminyu: The Tseminyu 
Sub-Division Planning Develop-
ment Board (SDPDB) on Sep. 10 
in its monthly meeting discussed 
the problems facing by the farm-
ers affected by the monsoon 
rains and the inconvenience 
of vehicular movement due to 
on-going construction works 
on NH-2.

For the mentioned problems, 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Nokchasashi Ao who is 
also the vice chairman of the 
board has directed the officers 
and department in concerned 
to make necessary preparation 
for assistance and submit it to 
the higher authorities at the 
earliest. The board decided to 
remind the road construction 
agency to see that the existing 
road is maintained properly 
for vehicular movement till the 
work is completed.

The board also reviewed the 
last meeting minutes in which 
the ADC informed the members 
about holdings the board meet-
ings in different places in the 
sub-division.

John Wesley Magh, BDO 

Tseminyu gave presentation on 
various schemes being imple-
mented for 26 villagers under 
Tseminyu RD block during year 
2017-18.

Peren: The Peren DPDB held 
its monthly meeting on Sep. 
11 in the conference hall of the 
deputy commissioner, New DC 
Complex Peren. 

The vice chairman of the 
board, S Tainiu introduced the 
new member, EAC Menlom-
Phom to the House.

The board discussed on 
opening of Yettrang Academy 
at Athibung, upgrading of Govt. 
Primary to High School and CHC 
Jalukie to 50 bedded, creation of 
SDAO office at Athibung. Tainiu 
informed the members on con-
tribution towards the CM Relief 
Fund.

Creation of SDAO office at 
Athibung and Opening of Yet-
trang Academy were referred to 
respective departments for sta-
tus report in the next meeting. 

Upgrade of Ramzie School 
Jalukie from primary to elemen-
tary was recommended for ap-
proval. LADP schemes for 6 
Tening A/C and 7 A/C Peren for 
2018-19 was approved by the 
board. 

While highlighting the im-
portance of wildlife in the dis-
trict, DFO Jalukie Sentitula in-

formed about the standing order 
of ban on hunting in Peren dis-
trict. 

Zunheboto:  The monthly 
meeting of Zunheboto DPDB 
was held on Sep. 10 at DC’s con-
ference hall.

The vice chairman of the 
board, Shanavas C, highlighted 
on the forthcoming Zunhe-
boto district inter-departmental 
sports meet scheduled to be held 
from Oct. 24 to 26th.

CMO Zunheboto shared on 
measles campaign being held at 
Zunheboto and thanked the dis-
trict administration for their co-
operation, mobilising the public 
and sensitizing the campaign. 

PHE and DRDA department 
gave powerpoint presentation. 

Phek: The Phek DPDB also 
conducted its monthly meeting 
on Sep.10, under the chairman-
ship of Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Avelu Ruho.

During the meeting, the 
house deliberated on recom-
mendation of grand-in-aid to 
Chokri Baptist School, Cheth-
eba, Tewelhi Medeo Tyrannus 
Higher Secondary School, Pfut-
sero and also constituted of 
DPDB core committee.

ADC Chozuba, Japhet Woch 
and SDO (C) Pfutsero present-
ed the activities of the depart-
ment.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sept 12:  City Life, 
a fashion store opened its 
outlet in the state capital 
Kohima at Kezieke Colo-
ny, on Wednesday. The re-
tail store is a merchandise 
of fashioned clothes, ac-
cessories, footwear, toys, 
and luggage, household 
for men, women and chil-
dren.

Pastor Neisalie  of 
Khedi Baptist Church, 

Kohima inaugurated and 
dedicated the store.

Chairperson of the 
programme, Thejaselie 
chielie said 60 employ-
ees were employed for 
the store. He urged them 
to take this opportunity 
and make use of it while 
reminding them to be 
professional in their job.

HR in-charge of the 
store, Rakesh, said this 
was the first store in Na-

galand.
 He accompanied 

by IT Executive Sobhan 
Ghosh, Operational Man-
ager Pravesh, Store Man-
ager Prem Pandey, project 
manager Abhishek of city 
life retail private limited.

The inaugural pro-
gram was attended by 
family, friends and well-
wishers from the busi-
ness community of Ko-
hima.

pany has undertaken 
major rail infrastructure 
projects,” Jha said.

Out of the identified 
projects, three would be 
funded by coal compa-
nies, four by special pur-
pose vehicles and six by 
railways, the miner said.

The miner is pursuing 
an aspirational produc-
tion target of 652 million 
tonnes in the current fis-
cal while it had produced 
567.36 million tonnes in 
2017-18.

At the 44th Annual 
General Meeting, Jha 
informed shareholders 
that annual grade decla-
ration of the current fis-
cal was finalised by the 
Coal Controller Office.

“A total of 386 mines 
were reassessed and out 
of these, 61 mines were 
downgraded and 42 
mines were upgraded,” 
he said in his speech.

In order to monitor 
coal quality, Jha said, 
a portal UTTAM (un-

locking transparency 
by third party assess-
ment of mined coal) was 
launched by the miner to 
capture the entire life cy-
cle of sample.

According to him, 
coal reserve stood at 
319 billion tonnes upto 
a depth of 1,200 metres 
as on April 1, as per the 
estimated geological re-
source of India.

CIL is planning to set 
up a coal-based metha-
nol plant at Dankuni 

Coal Complex (DCC) of 
South Eastern Coalfields 
Limited.

“The methanol to be 
produced at DCC will 
likely find a definitive 
market in the eastern 
states of India, once the 
policy of the government 
for blending of methanol 
with petrol comes into 
practice,” he said.

The miner said the 
capital expenditure for 
2018-19 has been set at 
Rs 9,500 crore.
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Speck in Your Eye
I

n what can be seen as a misunderstood case of 
what a strong opposition means, the opposition 
Naga People’s Front recently blamed the current 
6-month old ruling People’s Democratic Alliance 

for the ‘deplorable’ power supply situation in the state. 
Public memory is short and the lower rungs of the NPF, 
who man its press bureau, decided to take advantage 
of this fact to blame the current ruling government for 
the erratic power supply. However, it may be safely as-
sumed also that the members of the party’s press bu-
reau were completely oblivious of the facts and figures 
of the power department in the state.

What the opposition party failed to acknowledge 
was that it was during the NPF’s government that wit-
nessed a continuous decline in the annual allocation 
of funds to the department, starting during 2015-16. In 
that year, the allocation to the department dropped by 
about 76% when it was allocated a meagre 7.11 crore. 
It was met with stiff opposition from the department’s 
engineers who claimed that the requirement was INR 
140 crore. The allocation was just 5% of the actual re-
quired funds. This trend of just allocating 4-5% of the 
actual required fund continued till 2017-18. The con-
tinuous criticism against the government’s policy and 
the far-reaching negative effects of such a trend that 
was highlighted by the experts were completely ignored 
by the then NPF-led DAN government. It was only in 
2018-19 that the present government increased the al-
location to INR 19 crore from the previous year’s alloca-
tion of INR 9 crore.

It is an accepted fact that the department of Power 
was never in good shape except during the initial years 
after statehood. The rise in demand due to urbaniza-
tion—but poor collection of revenue and loss during 
transmission—led to deterioration of the electricity 
supply situation in the state. During the department’s 
50 year anniversary in 2015, it was announced that the  
Aggregate Technical and Commercial (AT&C) loss in 
the state was 68%, mainly due to the high percentage 
of either under billing or non-billing; it led to a big gap 
in revenue and expenditure which in turn led to poor 
power supply. In other words, poor planning and poor 
implementation can be attributed as the two main fac-
tors leading to the current state of electricity supply in 
the state. 

If the power scenario has to improve in the state, 
proper maintenance with either refurbishment or re-
placement of the age-old equipment is necessary. Bet-
ter protection of the workers of the department, life 
insurance covers better than any other department, 
is required too. Political parties whether it be the NPF, 
or the NDPP, or other parties, should start a pledge for 
their party workers to ensure honest and correct use of 
electricity. No electricity theft from the transmission 
lines, no bypass of electricity meters for use in air con-
ditioners and motors; proper payment of bills etc., can 
be some of the starters. Instead of the empty rhetoric, 
is any of the political party bold enough to start such a 
movement?  

Manu Saunders |The  Conversation

Chingsubam Bangkim | thewire.in

Jesus’s name is also His mission—to seek 
and to save that which was lost.

“Gip” Hardin, a Methodist preacher, named his son af-
ter the famous preacher John Wesley, reflecting Gip’s 

hopes and aspirations for his baby boy. John Wesley 
Hardin, however, tragically chose a different path than 
his ministry-minded namesake. Claiming to have killed 
forty-two men, Hardin became one of the most notorious 
gunfighters and outlaws of the American West of the late 
1800s.

In the Bible, as in many cultures today, names hold 
special significance. Announcing the birth of God’s Son, 
an angel instructed Joseph to name Mary’s child “Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins” (Mat-
thew 1:21). The meaning of Jesus’s name—“Jehovah 
saves”—confirmed His mission to save from sin.

Unlike Hardin, Jesus completely and thoroughly lived 
up to His name. Through His death and resurrection, He 
accomplished His mission of rescue. John affirmed the 
life-giving power of Jesus’s name, saying, “But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name” (John 20:31). The book of Acts invites everyone 
to trust Him, for, “Salvation is found in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

All who call on Jesus’s matchless name in faith can 
experience for themselves the forgiveness and hope He 
provides. Have you called on His name?

Thank You, Father, for providing salvation through 
Your Son, Jesus. I love You.

Wasps, Aphids and Ants: The Other Honey Makers

Why the Risk of Prosecution Should Be Removed From Suicide Attempts

T
here are seven species of Apis honey bee in the 
world, all of them native to Asia, Europe and 
Africa. Apis mellifera, the western honey bee, 
is the species recognised globally as “the honey 

bee”. But it’s not the only insect that makes honey.
Many other bee, ant and wasp species make and 

store honey. Many of these insects have been used as 
a natural sugar source for centuries by indigenous cul-
tures around the world.

By definition, honey is a sweet, sticky substance 
that insects make by collecting and processing flower 
nectar. The commercial association between honey 
and honey bees has mostly developed alongside the 
long-term relationship between humans and domes-
ticated honey bees.

This association is also supported by the Codex 
Alimentarius, the international food standards estab-
lished by the United Nations and the World Health Or-
ganisation. The Honey Codex mentions only “honey 
bees” and states that honey sold as such should not 
have any food additives or other ingredients added.

Oh honey, honey
Biologically, there are other insect sources of honey. 
Stingless bees (Meliponini) are a group of about 500 
bee species that are excellent honey producers and are 
also managed as efficient crop pollinators in some re-
gions. Stingless bees are mostly found in tropical and 
subtropical regions of Australia, Africa, Southeast Asia 
and the Americas.

Their honey is different in taste and consistency to 
honey bee honey. It has a higher water content, so it’s a 
lot runnier and tastes quite tangy. Stingless bee honey 
is an important food and income source for many tra-

ditional communities around the world.
Harvesting “sugarbag”, as it’s known in Australia, is 

an important cultural tradition for indigenous com-
munities in northern and eastern regions.

Stingless bee honey production hasn’t reached the 
commercial success of honey bee honey, mostly be-
cause stingless bee colonies produce a lot less honey 
than an Apis honey bee hive and are more complicated 
to harvest. But keeping stingless bees in their native 
range for honey, pollination services and human well-
being is an increasing trend.

Bumblebees also make honey, albeit on a very small 
scale. The nectar they store in wax honey pots is mostly 
for the queen’s consumption, to maintain her energy 
during reproduction. Because very few bumblebee col-
onies establish permanently, they don’t need to store 
large quantities of honey. This makes it almost impos-
sible to manage these bees for honey production.

Bees aren’t the only hymenopterans that make hon-
ey. Some species of paper wasps, particularly the Mexi-
can honey wasps (Brachygastra spp.), also store excess 
nectar in their cardboard nests. Local indigenous com-
munities value these wasps as a source of food, income 
and traditional medicine.

Ants have similar lifestyles to their bee and wasp 
cousins and are common nectar foragers. Some spe-
cies also make honey.

“Honeypot ant” is a common name for the many 
species of ant with workers that store honey in their 
abdomen. These individuals, called repletes, can swell 
their abdomens many times the normal size with the 
nectar they gorge. They act as food reservoirs for their 
colony, but are also harvested by humans, particularly 
by indigenous communities in arid regions. These ants 
don’t just collect nectar from flowers, but also sap leaks 
on plant stems (called extrafloral nectaries) and honey-

dew produced by hemipteran sap-suckers like aphids 
and scale insects.

Aphids and scale insects aren’t all bad – they pro-
duce a delicious sugary syrup called honeydew. We 
mostly know these insects as garden and crop pests: 
warty lumps huddled on plant stems, often coated 
in sticky honeydew and the black sooty mould that 
thrives on the sugar.

Males of these insect species are usually short-lived, 
but females can live for months, sucking plant sap and 
releasing sweet sticky honeydew as waste from their 
rears. The sugar composition varies greatly depending 
on both the plant and the sap-sucking species.

Honeydew has long been a valuable sugar source 
for indigenous cultures in many parts of the world 
where native honey-producing bees are scarce. Many 
other animals that seek out floral nectar, like bees, 
flies, butterflies, moths and ants, also feed on honey-
dew. It’s an especially valuable resource over winter or 
when floral resources are scarce, and not just for other 
insects; geckoes, honeyeaters, other small birds, pos-
sums and gliders are all known to feed on honeydew.

It’s also an indirect source of honey bee honey: 
plant sap that has been recycled through two different 
insect species! Honey bees are well-known honeydew 
collectors. In some parts of Europe, honeydew is an im-
portant forage resource for bee colonies.

Honeydew honeys have a unique flavour, depend-
ing on the host tree the scale insects were feeding on. 
Famous examples of this specialty honey are the Ger-
man Black Forest honey and New Zealand’s Honeydew 
honey.

So why not find out a bit more about what insects 
are producing honey in your local region?

Manu Saunders is a research fellow at the University 
of New England

I
ndia has one of the world’s highest 
suicide rates. A 2012 study estimat-
ed 187,000 suicide deaths during 
2010. Almost half of them (92,000) 

were due to pesticide self-poisoning, 
which is the second most common 
method of suicide after hanging. Suicide 
death rates are higher in rural than in 
urban India, perhaps due to higher and 
easy availability of pesticides, combined 
with poorer access to emergency medi-
cal care. In pesticide poisoning cases, 
deaths follow the ingestion of highly 
hazardous pesticides (HHPs), such as 
organophosphorus insecticides, with 
many dying before reaching hospitals 
where they can receive life-saving treat-
ment.

According to official statistics, those 
below the age of 30 constitute the big-
gest group (37.8%) of those committing 
suicide, and 71% of all suicides in India 
are by persons below the age of 44. This 
imposes a huge social, emotional and 
economic burden on society. The near-
equal suicide rates of young men and 
women and the consistently narrow 
male-female ratio of 1.4:1 also denotes 
that more Indian women die by suicide 
than their Western counterparts..

People attempt suicide for multiple 
reasons. Not all people who attempt sui-
cide have a mental illness but some do. 
The WHO has estimated that more than 
56 million Indians suffer from depres-
sion, a major contribution to suicide, 
and a further 38.4 million suffer from 
anxiety disorders. However, many sui-
cides are impulsive – when people think 
about killing themselves for not more 
than 30 minutes. Suicide survivors need 
government, societal and community 
help, but in India they face risk of pros-
ecution and fines.

The status of suicide in India is am-
biguous. Section 309 of the Indian Penal 

Code (IPC) states: “Whoever attempts 
to commit suicide and does any act to-
wards the commission of such offense 
[sic] shall be punished with simple im-
prisonment for a term which may extend 
to one year or with fine.” This provision 
is a vestige of the British legal system, 
which had a similar provision until 1961 
when criminalisation was replaced with 
a public health approach, treating sui-
cide survivors as needing help not pun-
ishment. In the overwhelming majority 
of countries, suicide survivors are not 
punished but are provided with reha-
bilitation, medical care and emotional 
assistance to reintegrate with society.

In 2017, the Government of India 
adopted the humanistic Mental Health-
care Act, which states that a “person who 
attempts suicide should be presumed 
to have severe stress, and shall not be 
punished, to reduce the risk of a recur-
rence of the attempt to commit suicide”. 
Section 115(2) of the Act mandates the 
government to provide care, treatment 
and rehabilitation to a person who has 
severe stress and who has attempted to 
commit suicide.

Cases admitted to hospitals after at-
tempted suicide need to have a ‘medi-
co-legal’ stamp on the case record. The 
medical superintendent of the hospital 
is required to inform the police about 
the necessary proceedings and action. 
The police usually visit the hospital and 
collect information about the circum-
stances of the suicide attempt from the 
person or their family. There are often 
unnecessary delays or even refusals to 
admit suicide attempters by hospitals, 
fear of punitive action and added trau-
ma and the stigma of having to deal with 
police and courts on the part of the fam-
ily and patients themselves. This results 
in significant underreporting of suicide 
and attempted suicide.

Prosecution and the imposition of 
custodial and financial penalties on 
those with suicidal behaviours consti-

tutes an affront to human dignity. Sui-
cidal behaviour may be a sign of a psy-
chiatric illness or an act of psychological 
distress, indicating that the person re-
quires assistance in her personal and 
psychological life, not punishment. As a 
result of the stigma and the fear of pros-
ecution, many suicides and attempted 
suicides are reported as accidents to 
the authorities or are not reported at all. 
Apart from affecting statistics and the 
generation of better epidemiological 
data on suicidality, it pushes the prob-
lem underground and impedes the pro-
vision of the necessary emotional and 
mental health support to survivors. If the 
risk of prosecution is removed, patients 
and their families will be in a better po-
sition to openly seek mental health care 
and other services after the incident.

It is important to understand, that 
penalising suicide attempts does not 
deter suicide. Those who are set to take 
their own lives are unlikely to be de-
terred by the threat of prosecution. It 
only exacerbates stigma and prejudice, 
and increases underreporting. From a 
societal perspective, removing the risk of 
prosecution is a more sensitive and hu-
mane way of dealing with the problem.

The adoption of the Mental Health 
Care Act is a first big step towards re-
moving the stigma of suicide in India. 
By acknowledging that a person who 
attempts suicide should be assumed to 

have severe mental stress and shall not 
be punished, the Act brings a ray of hope 
for people living with the mental health 
issues.

To eliminate the ambiguity in legis-
lation, a decisive action to strike down 
Section 309 of the IPC is necessary. A 
lot needs to be done in the larger con-
text to remove the stigma of suicide and 
to provide survivors and families with 
the necessary support and services, to 
eliminate the risk of harassment on the 
ground and to make legislative provi-
sions truly meaningful.

To effectively address the issue of 
suicide in India, it is necessary to sen-
sitise the police and the general com-
munity about the approach to suicide 
entrenched in the Mental Health Care 
Act and to facilitate easy access to emer-
gency services. There is also a need to 
strengthen the existing regulation of 
pesticide sale and use across the country 
to reduce impulsive pesticide suicide. It 
is important to address the gaps in re-
porting, record-keeping and data man-
agement for suicide-related cases at the 
state level from bottom to top.

Chingsubam Bangkim is a public 
health professional with more than 

20 years’ experience working for 
vulnerable communities. He is currently 

a project coordinator for the Centre for 
Pesticide Suicide Prevention in India at 

the Emmanuel Hospital Association.

Taponeel Mukherjee | IANS

Oil, Foreign Exchange and Other Macro Musings 

E
merging market forex volatility 
has dominated financial news 
headlines in the recent past. As 
the world emerges from a dec-

ade of expansionary monetary policy, 
one can expect a realignment of the risk 
metrics across the spectrum. What not-
ed investor Benjamin Graham said -- “In 
the short run, the market is a voting ma-
chine, but in the long run it is a weighing 
machine” -- holds true as one tides over 
the volatility.

For countries such as India that are 
looking to create vital infrastructure to 
further boost economic growth -- and 
for investors seeking long-dated invest-
ments that deliver requisite returns -- 
such periods of volatility provide an op-
portunity to learn some critical lessons 
-- lessons that help implement struc-
tural changes that prepare one better for 
future periods of volatility.

The decade after the Lehman deba-
cle saw expansionary monetary policy, 
the likes of which is unprecedented in 
modern economic history. As central 
banks gradually withdraw liquidity from 
the financial system and economies 
such as the US hike interest rates, the 
emerging markets face significant pres-

sures on their currencies. Besides the 
macro factors at play, each country -- 
ranging from the likes of Turkey and Ar-
gentina to India -- has its own story that 
impacts the currency to a large extent.

There is a “macro-impact” on 
emerging market currencies of rising 
interest rates in the developed econo-
mies. Then there is a “country-specific” 
impact driven by local dynamics, trade 
balances and political economy. For In-
dia, one major factor is the country’s de-
pendence on energy imports. Debates 
around the taxation structure of energy 
are appropriate, but the larger structural 
solution is for India to move towards 
being less dependent on imports. This 
move can be through both building on 
the renewable energy programme and 
further utilising the oil and gas reserves 
in India.

To achieve both the objectives above 
we require innovative policies and con-
sistent policy implementation. Policies 
such as the Open Acreage Licensing Pol-
icy (OALP) that bring flexibility to oil and 
gas exploration are a step in the right 
direction. Continually utilising feedback 
to improve on policy frameworks and 
their implementation is crucial for India 
to move towards promoting greater use 
of alternative energy sources that can be 
sourced domestically.

Macro-volatility also affects global 
investors who, in an increasingly glo-
balised investment climate, have signifi-
cant emerging market exposure. Firstly, 
as India and the rest of the emerging 
markets become more significant com-
ponents of the global economy, inves-
tors must allocate an increasing part of 
their portfolios to the emerging markets 
across various asset classes.

The Wall Street Journal recently re-
ported how Tennessee’s state retirement 
system is facing increased volatility in its 
portfolio as emerging markets face a vol-
atile macro-environment. Such volatility 
is an issue that isn’t going away but must 
be dealt with effectively. Asset managers 
have increased their emerging market 
exposure over the years and will con-
tinue to do so as economic growth rates 
remain high in such parts of the world. 
Macro-volatility will have to be priced in 
better into the portfolios.

Secondly, asset managers in the de-
veloped world need to invest in high-
growth economies to achieve their tar-
get returns. For example, a recent study 
by Moody’s Investor Service estimated 
that public pensions in the US are un-
derfunded by $4.4 trillion. In common 
parlance, this means that the money 
such pension funds must payout is sig-
nificantly more than the current value of 

their assets. This need for higher returns 
to meet investment targets implies that 
capital from pension funds must find 
optimal investment opportunities in 
high growth rate countries such as India.

The essential component of invest-
ing for investors in countries such as 
India is being able to ride out the short-
term volatility and realising the value 
in their portfolios over the medium- to 
long-term. Given the linkages in the 
world economy, to not expect emerg-
ing market currencies to be volatile in 
the face of rising interest rates globally 
would be a bit naïve. Therefore, the key 
for investors is to have a long investment 
horizon and a risk management frame-
work that prices in the volatility.

Periodic market volatility is in the 
very nature of financial markets. The 
crucial component is creating structural 
advantages that equip one better to han-
dle such volatile periods. Both emerging 
market countries such as India as well as 
investors keen on emerging market ex-
posure have some essential takeaways 
from the recent re-pricing of risk. 

Taponeel Mukherjee heads 
Development Tracks, an infrastructure 

advisory firm. The views expressed 
are personal. He can be contacted at 
taponeel.mukherjee@development-
tracks.com or @Taponeel on Twitter

DAILY
PATH

What’s in a Name?

BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 1:18–25 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

She will give birth to a son, and you are 
to give him the name Jesus.  

~   Matthew 1:21

From a societal perspective, removing the risk of 
prosecution is a more sensitive and humane way of  

dealing with the problem.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A household mem-
ber might toy with the idea of moving out or 
going away for a while, Aries. This could stress 
you out, but don’t make yourself crazy. Don’t try 

to talk him or her out of it. Listen sympathetically and let 
your relative get it out of their system. This person is prob-
ably feeling temporarily restricted by forces outside the 
home and isn’t really likely to go anywhere.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Stress could have 
you feeling uncommunicative today. You prob-
ably aren’t going to want to talk to anyone, 
even your dearest friend, Taurus. This might 

prove difficult, as people around you are going to ask for 
advice and help. Keep your cool. This feeling will pass and 
you won’t want anyone to think you’re upset. Go to lunch 
alone, and tonight crash on the bed with a good book. 

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Finances should 
be going well, Gemini, but your financial affairs 
aren’t something you want to talk about to any-
one now. Perhaps you want to make a decision 

that’s yours and not influenced by others. Nonetheless, 
a close friend or lover is going to find out. Maybe they’ll 
guess or maybe you’ll let it slip. Don’t panic. This person 
understands you and won’t try to exert undue influence.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re likely to be 
in a solitary mood today, Cancer, and probably 
want to spend the evening reading or working 
on a project of your own. However, it isn’t likely 

to work out that way. Visitors could drop by or some equip-
ment could go on the blink and require repairs. Some unex-
pected calls could come your way. Take a deep breath and 
summon your good manners. You can be alone tomorrow.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might have 
a strange feeling that something is wrong, per-
haps in the neighborhood or with a friend or 
relative. This is probably going to bother you all 

day, Leo, so it might be a good idea to call this person or 
otherwise look into the matter. There’s probably nothing 
really wrong, but someone close to you may have just ex-
perienced a shock of some kind.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): An organization with 
which you’re affiliated may be having financial 
problems, and this fact could come out today. It 
might be a shock to you and everyone else in-

volved, Virgo, but it’s good that it’s coming out now. This 
revelation might have a profound effect on your goals, 
and may necessitate some reevaluation. Some intense 
discussion with those around you is definitely indicated.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Some unexpected 
changes that have been kept under wraps at the 
workplace could come out soon. They may in-
volve reorganization or a change of ownership. 

This is going profoundly affect your attitude toward your 
job. It could cause you to consider making a change of your 
own. This isn’t the time to make a decision. Take a few days 
to consider your options before making up your mind.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some discon-
certing revelations about your past or the past 
of someone close to you could come out today. 
This might be a bit of a shock, Scorpio, but it’s 

a positive development nonetheless. It will shed some 
light on how to deal with current issues in your life or a 
relationship. Write down your thoughts, meditate, talk to 
a friend, or otherwise try to make sense of it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Something 
you might have wanted to keep between you 
and a few trusted friends could inadvertently be 
revealed, perhaps to the wrong people. Frustra-

tion and a sense of betrayal could plague you, but don’t turn 
against those who knew. Even though this can be discon-
certing, you can learn from it. Benjamin Franklin said, “Two 
people can keep a secret only when one of them is dead.”

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Demands 
placed on you by work colleagues could have 
you stressed, Capricorn. You might feel that your 
co-workers are taking unfair advantage of you. 

This could start you thinking of perhaps going into business 
for yourself or with a partner. This could well be a great idea, 
but today isn’t the day to make a decision this monumental. 
Wait a few days and give it some serious thought.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Stress and job 
frustration might have you thinking about 
breaking free, walking out the door, and get-
ting on the first plane somewhere else. Anoth-

er thought is likely to concern going back to school and 
training for a career in another field. You might need a va-
cation, and returning to school could be a great idea, but 
don’t decide today. Wait a few days.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A close friend or 
loved one might drop out of sight today. You 
may panic when he or she doesn’t return your 
phone calls. Don’t jump to conclusions. They’re 

preoccupied with matters that for the moment appear 
important and will contact you in time. When you do fi-
nally connect, you could hear some interesting news. Re-
lax, go about your business, and look forward to the call.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Using Natural Clocks to Understand Asia Before India Collided With It

There is a Way to Cut Petrol, Diesel Prices But the Modi Government isn’t Interested
Fuel should be brought under the GST regime and the pro-corporate bias of the revenue mobilisation strategy needs to be corrected.

Suvrat Kher | thewire.in

Prasenjit Bose | thewire.in

A story of subducting tectonic 
plates stored in natural radioactive 
clocks beating inside zircon crystals 
is something to wonder at.

W
hy are geologists poking 
around the challenging envi-
rons of southern Tibet trying 
to figure out the age of a sand-

stone formation there?
This seemingly niche pursuit, reported 

in a recent paper, tells a wider story of geo-
logical processes at work just before the 
rise of the Himalayan range. For those who 
want to know more about geological analy-
sis, this study provides a good example of 
how geologists combine the results of field 
mapping, detailed rock descriptions and 
sophisticated laboratory methods to arrive 
at a richer understanding of earth proc-
esses.

Sedimentary rocks ranging in age from 
the Cambrian to the Eocene (540 million to 
33 million years ago) form majestic moun-
tain ranges spanning the northern borders 
of Pakistan, India and Nepal, and across 
into southern Tibet. These rocks were laid 
down in the ancient Tethys Ocean. The 
southern parts of these ranges are com-
posed of sediments deposited in relatively 
shallower water, while the northern ranges 
contain sediments deposited in the abyssal 
ocean depths.

Geologists recognise a more fundamen-
tal distinction between them. The southern 
ranges represent sediments deposited on 
the Indian continental shelf made up of 
lighter continental crust. Sediments of the 
northern ranges were deposited on denser 
oceanic crust.

Granitic crust, which is richer in silica, 
aluminium, sodium and potassium, is light-
er and forms thicker, elevated continents. 
Basaltic crust, which is richer in iron and 
magnesium and poorer in silica, is thinner 
and denser, and forms the oceanic basins. 
These two types of crust, together with the 
uppermost part of the mantle, form a rigid 
layer known as the lithosphere. It is about 
100 km thick and is broken up into blocks, 
more famously called tectonic plates. Rigid 
plates ride on a more ductile part of the 
mantle called the asthenosphere.

In the Cretaceous Period, the Indian 
plate, which had been moving northwards 
since the breakup of Gondwanaland, was 
approaching the Asian continent. The 
southern edge of the Asian continent was 
lighter continental crust, whereas the lead-

ing part of the Indian plate was denser oce-
anic crust. As a result, in the zone where the 
the two plates converged, the denser Indian 
plate slid below the Asian plate, forming a 
subduction zone.

As the Indian lithosphere sunk deeper 
into the mantle, it heated up and released 
water trapped in sediments and hydrated 
oceanic crust. This water penetrated the 
overlying Asian plate, lowering the melt-
ing point of its rocks and triggering mag-
ma generation. This buoyant magma rose 
through the Asian continental crust. Some 
of it reached the surface, resulting in ex-
tensive volcanism. The rest solidified in the 
subsurface, forming giant bodies of granite 
known as batholiths.

Such terrains have the grandiose name 
of magmatic arcs. The town of Leh and the 
surrounding settlements in the Indian re-
gion of Ladakh are situated partly on a mag-
matic arc.

Two sedimentary basins since devel-
oped south of this arc. Immediately adja-
cent to the magmatic arc was the forearc 
basin. A deeper depression, known as the 
trench, formed further away on the Indian 
oceanic lithosphere, at the junction where 
the Indian plate had slid under the Asian 
plate. Both were receiving sediments de-
rived from the erosion of the Asian conti-
nent.

During subduction, slices of the Indian 
plate were scraped off and thrust to the sur-
face. Such fault-bounded piles of sediment 
and oceanic crust are called accretionary 
wedges, and they, along with a chain of oce-
anic volcanoes  that formed to the west in 
the region between Ladakh and Kohistan, 
would have been the first island ranges 
formed in the Tethys Ocean between India 
and Asia. This process continues even to-
day towards the south, in the Bay of Bengal. 
The Andaman and Nicobar islands are ac-
cretionary wedges formed by the subduc-
tion of the oceanic part of the Indian plate 
below the oceanic part of the South East 
Asian plate.

In the Tethyan domain in the north, 
subduction continued throughout the 
late Cretaceous (100-66 million years ago). 
Eventually, in the early Palaeocene Epoch 
(60 million years ago), the Indian oceanic 
lithosphere disappeared entirely. The Indi-
an continental crust collided with the Asian 
continental crust, forming two distinct ter-
rains.

The zone of tectonic contact between 
the two is known as the Indus-Tsangpo su-
ture zone; to the east, in the Brahmaputra 
catchment, it is called the Yarlung-Zangbo 
suture zone. This suture consists of ophio-

lites, which are fault-bounded sheets of 
ocean crust and the uppermost mantle, 
along with mangled and crushed trench 
and forearc sediments. South of this su-
ture zone are most continuous successions 
of sediments deformed into the northern 
Tethyan Himalayan terrain.

The schematic cross section below 
shows the subduction zone complex that 
existed during the Late Cretaceous between 
the Indian and Asian continents.

A recent study by Hanpu Fu and col-
leagues, published in the July 2018 issue of 
the journal Science China Earth Sciences, 
examines sediments of the Jiachala Forma-
tion exposed just south of the suture zone 
in the northern Tethyan ranges in detail. 
Their aim was to resolve the sediments’ age 
and the environment in which they were 
deposited. With this information, the scien-
tists hoped to understand the sequence of 
tectonic events that led to their uplift dur-
ing the earliest stages of Himalaya moun-
tain building.

The Jiachala Formation consists of thin 
sandstone beds inter-fingering and alter-
nating with mud-rich sediments. They con-
tain flute casts, which are scours or grooves 
dug into soft sediment by fast-moving cur-
rents and later filled by sand. These sedi-
mentological characters and the position of 
the Jiachala Formation to the south of the 
forearc basin sediments shows that they 
represent a deep sea fan, a cone-shaped 
sedimentary body deposited by currents 
laden with sand and mud mixtures. This 
fan formed in the deep trench, where the 
Indian lithosphere slid under Asia.

In the schematic above, the Jiachala 
Formation is marked (a), while (b) and (c) 
are similar sandstones deposited in the 
trench further to the west.

The mineral content of the sandstone 
reveals its source. The sandstone contains 
quartz, feldspar and volcanic and meta-
morphic rock fragments. This indicates 
that the sediments were derived from the 
erosion of granites and volcanic rocks of 
the magmatic arc to the north, as well as 
metamorphic rocks of the south Tibet con-
tinental crust, collectively called the Lhasa 
Terrain.

But how old is the Jiachala Formation? 
Earlier work had reported the presence of 
dinoflagellate cysts and pollen grains from 
the Palaeocene-Eocene age (60-55 million 
years ago). On the basis of these fossils, the 
Jiachala Formation had been interpreted to 
represent deposits formed after the conti-
nental crusts of India and Asia had collid-
ed, timed by independent analysis to have 
been around 58-60 million years ago.

However, in the current study, the scien-
tists did not observe any of the previously 
reported fossils. A review of earlier reports 
showed that the published photographs of 
the fossils could not be used to confirm a 
Palaeocene-Eocene age for the sandstone. 
Instead, a method called detrital zircon 
geochronology was used to establish the 
timing of deposition. Zircons (i.e. zirco-
nium silicate) crystallise out of magma. As 
they grow, they incorporate radiogenic ura-
nium-238 atoms, which decay to lead-206. 
This radioactive clock, locked up in zircon 
crystals, is used to estimate the age of zircon 
as well as that of  the igneous rocks that host 
them.

Zircons from the Jiachala Formation 
sandstones were sampled and analysed. 
The youngest crystals were found to be 
about 84 million years old. Magmatism had 
persisted in the Lhasa Terrain until as late as 
45 million years ago. If the Jiachala Forma-
tion had been younger, as the fossils data 
suggested, it should have contained zircons 
derived from the erosion of igneous rocks 
formed during later times, say at 70 million 
years, 65 million years, 58 million years, 
and so on. Their absence strongly suggests 
that the Jiachala Formation is not much 
younger than 84 million years. Indeed, oth-
er sandstone formations deposited in this 
subduction zone complex contain zircons 
with ages as young as 59 million years.

Another type of geochemical analy-
sis was carried out to zero in on the prov-
enance of this deposit. Along with ura-
nium-238, growing zircon crystals also 
incorporate lutetium-176, which decays 
to hafnium-176. The ratio of hafnium-176 
to hafnium-177 (which also occurs in the 
zircon) is used to distinguish between mag-
mas that originated via different processes 
and from chemically distinct sources. The 
specific composition of hafnium isotopes 
in the Jiachala Formation’s zircons indi-
cated origins in the magmatic arc and the 
central parts of the Lhasa Terrain.

Such accurate age estimate and prov-
enance fingerprinting gives us a broader 
understanding of how the subduction zone 
between India and Asia evolved. During the 
late Cretaceous Period, when the Jiachala 
Formation was being deposited, the forearc 
basin and the trench system were receiv-
ing sediments only from the Asian conti-
nent. The Jiachala Formation specifically 
contains sediments sourced from the mag-
matic arc and the central Lhasa Terrain. But 
other sandstone bodies in the suture zone 
point to different sources within the Lhasa 
Terrain – suggesting that along the length of 
the arc and subduction zone, different sedi-

ment routing systems were in operation.
At this time, the Indian continental 

crust was too far to the south for it to be 
a source for these northern depocenters. 
However, by 65 million years ago or so, 
the Indian oceanic lithosphere had nearly 
been consumed by subduction and the 
Indian continental crust had neared the 
trench. Soon after, India and Asia collided. 
Sandstones from the Indian continent de-
posited on the northern edge of the Indian 
continental crust were moved by faults 
and slammed against sandstones sourced 
from the Asian terrains. These dismem-
bered bodies of rocks containing sand-
stone blocks from different sources are 
known as mélange.

Subsequent uplift caused the Tethys 
Ocean to drain away. In the Early Eocene 
(55-50 million years ago), deformed sedi-
ments of the long disappeared subduction 
zone and succeeding terrestrial basins were 
incorporated into the growing ranges of the 
Yarlung Zangbo Suture Zone and the north-
ern Tethyan Himalaya.

Suture zones are an important archive 
of the sedimentation, deformation and 
uplift history of convergent plate margins. 
Crucial to unraveling this geological history 
is establishing an accurate geochronology 
of the rock sequence. This study resolves 
an old problem about the age of a Hima-
layan sedimentary deposit by using detri-
tal zircon. The more reliable age estimate, 
along with supplementary information 
about the environment of deposition, ena-
bled scientists to reconstruct the sequence 
of sedimentation and tectonic events that 
affected the subduction zone that existed 
below the Tethys Ocean in the Late Creta-
ceous. They were able to throw light on the 
palaeo-geography and sediment distribu-
tion processes taking place across the zone 
of plate convergence before India collided 
with Asia.

As a geologist, I have always taken de-
light in studies that take the minutiae and 
draw inferences about processes in opera-
tion on a much larger scale. My own work 
in carbonate sedimentology relied in large 
part on measuring isotopes of oxygen in 
calcite and then interpreting the history of 
sea level change and ancient groundwater 
aquifers. In this study too, Hanpu Fu and 
colleagues look at the small to understand 
the large. A story of subducting tectonic 
plates stored in natural radioactive clocks 
beating inside zircon crystals is something 
to wonder at.

Suvrat Kher is a sedimentary geologist and 
tweets at @rapiduplift.

T
he prices of pet-
rol and diesel 
have reached 
unprecedented 

levels, leading to massive 
discontent and protests 
organised by the opposi-
tion. Petrol in Delhi has 
crossed Rs 80 per litre 
and diesel Rs 72 per litre. 
In most other cities, the 
prices have reached high-
er levels, depending on 
the rates of VAT imposed 
by state governments.

Spokespersons of the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment are pleading help-

lessness over the situa-
tion, citing the hardening 
of global crude oil prices 
and the devaluation of the 
rupee. This is a lame ex-
cuse. The current prices of 
petrol and diesel in India’s 
neighbouring countries 
Asia are much lower, as 
can be seen from Table 1. 

Why are the retail 
prices of petrol and die-
sel higher in India? It is 
because of the high inci-
dence of Central excise 
and state VAT imposed 
on these commodities. 
For every litre of petrol, 

the Central government 
currently collects an ex-
cise duty of Rs 19.48; for 
diesel the excise duty is Rs 
15.33 per litre. The state 
governments impose VAT 
over and above this. The 
rate of indirect taxes (cen-
tral excise and VAT taken 
together) have crossed 
100% in the case of pet-
rol and 70% in the case 
of diesel. Without taxes, 
the retail price of a litre of 

petrol and diesel should 
have been around Rs. 40, 
even at the current level 
of international crude oil 
prices.

*Note: Data on excise 
duties on petro-products 
for 2017-18 is provisional 
and has been sourced 
from PPAC Ready 
Reckoner, June 2018, 
Ministry of Petroleum & 
Natural Gas    

Table 2 provides the 
annual estimates of gross 
tax revenues of the un-
ion government under 
the UPA-II and the Modi 
regime along with the 
break-up of major tax-
heads, namely excise du-
ties on petro-products, 
corporate tax and income 
tax. Table 3 provides the 
share of these three ma-
jor tax heads in gross tax 
revenue, calculated from 

Table 2.
It can be seen clearly 

from Table 3 that the re-
liance of the Union gov-
ernment on excise collec-
tions from petro-products 
have gone up consider-
ably under the NDA. In 
the five years from 2009-
10 to 2013-14, the share 
of excise collections from 
petro-products in gross 
tax revenues (GTR) aver-
aged around 8.8%. From 
2014-15 to 2017-18, the 
average went up to 12.5%. 

Simultaneously, the share 
of corporate tax collec-
tions in GTR fell from an 
average of 36.5% under 
UPA-II to 30.7%. The av-
erage share of income tax 
collections in GTR have 
increased from 19% un-
der UPA-II to 21%.

This exposes the class 
bias in the NDA’s rev-
enue mobilisation strat-
egy. While the tax share of 
large corporations have 
come down substantially, 
the tax share of fuel con-

sumers and income tax 
payers has risen. The cor-
porate class has benefit-
ted at the cost of the poor 
and the middle class. This 
socially iniquitous and 
unjust revenue mobilisa-
tion strategy needs to be 
abandoned forthwith.

Petrol and diesel need 
to be brought under GST, 
just like kerosene and 
LPG. Even if the highest 
GST rate of 28% is ap-
plied, petrol and diesel 
would not cost more than 
Rs 55 per litre. The result-
ing revenue losses can be 
compensated through 
higher mobilisation of 
corporate taxes and do-
ing away with corporate 
tax exemptions. Revenue 
foregone on account 
of corporate tax incen-
tives have totalled over 
Rs 85,000 crore per year 
in the last two financial 
years, as per the receipts 
budget 2018-19. The pro-
corporate bias in the reve-
nue mobilisation strategy 
needs to be corrected.

Prasenjit Bose is an 
economist and political 

activist.
Source: Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC), 

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

Petrol Diesel

India (Delhi) 78.68 70.42

Pakistan 53.55 61.47

Bangladesh 73.48 55.54

Sri Lanka 63.96 52.05

Nepal (Kathmandu) 69.94 59.86

Table1: Retail price of petrol and diesel (1 litre) in 
India and neighbouring countries (in Indian rupee) 
on September 1, 2018

Source: Receipts Budget, 2018-19; CAG Report Nos. 42 of 2017, Department of Revenue 
(Indirect Taxes – Central Excise) & CAG Report No. 17 of 2013, Department of Revenue 

(Compliance Audit on Indirect Taxes-Central Excise and Service)

Gross Tax 
Revenue

Excise Duties on 
Petro-Products Corporate Tax Income Tax

2009-10 624528 64012 244725 122475

2010-11 793072 76546 298688 139069

2011-12 889177 74829 322816 164485

2012-13 1036235 84188 356326 196512

2013-14 1138733 88065 394678 237817

2014-15 1244886 106653 428925 258326

2015-16 1455648 198793 453228 287628

2016-17 1715822 276551 484924 349436

2017-18 1946119 229019* 563745 439255

Table 2:  Tax Revenues of the Union government

Source: Same as Table 2

Excise Duties on 
Petro-Products/GTR

Corporate 
Tax/GTR

Income 
Tax/GTR

2009-10 10.2 39.2 19.6

2010-11 9.7 37.7 17.5

2011-12 8.4 36.3 18.5

2012-13 8.1 34.4 19.0

2013-14 7.7 34.7 20.9

2014-15 8.6 34.5 20.8

2015-16 13.7 31.1 19.8

2016-17 16.1 28.3 20.4

2017-18 11.8 29.0 22.6

Table 3: Share of Major Taxes in Gross Tax Revenues 
(GTR) of the Union government
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Centre likely to go ahead with panchayat polls in JK
New Delhi, Sep. 12 (PTI): Notwith-
standing the boycott announced 
by the National Conference (NC) 
and the PDP, the Centre is likely 
to go ahead with the panchayat 
and urban local bodies elections 
in Jammu and Kashmir as it feels 
that grassroots democracy must 
get precedence over any oth-
er consideration, officials said 
Wednesday.

The central government is also 
of the opinion that the release of 
around Rs 4,300 crore meant for 
the development of rural and ur-
ban areas in Jammu and Kashmir 
will not be possible until there are 
elected representatives in pan-
chayat and urban local bodies.

“The central government feels 
that elections to the panchayats 
and urban local bodies must be 
held because strengthening of 
grassroots democracy is impor-
tant as it takes care of local devel-

opment issues like power, roads 
and water,” a senior government 
functionary said.

The two major political parties 
in Jammu and Kashmir - the NC 
and the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP)- have decided to boycott 
the polls saying that the central 
government is yet to declare its 
stand on Article 35A, which was 
incorporated in the Constitution 
by a 1954 Presidential Order and 
accords special rights and privi-
leges to the Jammu and Kashmir 
citizens.

Article 35A, which also denies 
property rights to a woman who 
marries a person from outside the 
state, has been challenged in the 
Supreme Court and the matter is 
still under its consideration.

“Grassroots democracy must 
get precedence than any other 
considerations, including secu-
rity,” the functionary said. 

He also asserted that there 
were adequate number of security 
personnel in the state to provide 
protection to candidates.

The panchayat polls to elect 
4,130 sarpanch, 29,719 panch 
and 1,145 ward commissioners 
are expected to be held later next 
month.

The issue of releasing around 
Rs 3,000 crore meant for the pan-
chayats and Rs 1,300 crore meant 
for the urban bodies as awarded 
by the 14th Finance Commission 
to Jammu and Kashmir was also 
under consideration of the central 
government.

If the elections are not held, 
the entire amount of the develop-
ment fund cannot be released to 
the state, a home ministry official 
said.

Referring to the security is-
sues, the official said adequate 
protection will be given to each 

candidate and the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration has 
enough security personnel at its 
disposal.

Around 24,000 paramilitary 
personnel, who were deployed 
during the Amarnath Yatra, have 
been asked to stay on in the the 
state and they would be deployed 
for the panchayat and urban local 
bodies polls in addition to other 
available security personnel.

The election to the urban lo-
cal bodies were last held in 2005 
and to panchayats in 2011 after a 
long hiatus. There were a number 
of militant attacks on candidates 
before and after these polls.

The polls to the local bodies 
were supposed to be held in 2016 
but could not be conducted due to 
the five-month-long unrest in the 
Kashmir Valley following the kill-
ing of Hizbul Mujahideen militant 
Burhan Wani on July 8 that year.

Hardik breaks fast, won’t 
care if dubbed ‘anti-national’
A h m e d a b a d , Se p. 1 2 
(IANS): Firebrand Pati-
dar leader Hardik Patel 
on Wednesday broke his 
hunger strike after 19 long 
days, with three commu-
nity leaders offering him 
lime water, coconut water 
and water.

The 25-year-old leader 
had been on an indefinite 
fast since August 25, the 
third anniversary of his 
massive Patidar rally in 
Ahmedabad on 2015 with 
demands of debt waiver 
for farmers, reservations 
for his Patel community in 
government jobs and edu-
cational institutions as well 
as release of his associate 
Alpesh Kathiriya, now in jail 
on sedition charges.

Putting responsibility of 
the Patel cause on the com-
munity’s religious organisa-
tions, he said after breaking 
his fast: “This is only out of 
respect for you elders.

“To show everyone that 
you are our elders and that 
we respect you, that we are 
all united. Now that my 
community elders are with 
me, I have nothing to worry 
or fear,” he declared to ap-
plause among his support-
ers present at his residence 
where he broke his fast. 

Patel expanded his 
chest to announce: “The 
belief is that if we live, we 
shall fight and if we fight we 
shall live.” 

Indicating that he was 
not going to lie low, he con-
tinued: “If one speaks, one 

Patidar leaders C K Patel Patidar, Naresh Patel and Pralhad Patel offer coconut water to Patidar Anamat 
Andolan Samiti (PAAS) leader Hardik Patel to breaks his 19 days long indefinite hunger strike, in 
Ahmedabad, Wednesday, Sep. 12.

PTI

File photo of Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa who said Wednesday, Sep. 12.
PTI

HC refuses to interfere 
on plea over fuel price 

No relief in sight from rising oil prices 
New Delhi, Sep. 12 (IANS) 
: There is no relief in sight 
from the rising petrol, die-
sel and gas prices which 
are burning a hole in the 
consumers’ pockets.

The government on 
Wednesday eluded ques-
tions on the subject at 
an official media brief-
ing here, with Petroleum 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan asserting that he 
would not answer ques-
tions outside of the day’s 
Cabinet decisions.

“We will confine our-
selves to the Cabinet deci-
sions only,” Pradhan told 
IANS when asked if a relief 
was in the offing from 
soaring oil prices.

The  Min ister  a l so 
chose to keep mum when 
asked if the Union Cabi-
net discussed the issue on 
Wednesday.

On Monday, Pradhan 
had an hour-long meeting 

Petroleum & Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan speaks 
during a cabinet briefing, in New Delhi, Wednesday, Sep. 12.

PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 12 (IANS): 
The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday refused to in-
terfere in a public interest 
litigation (PIL) seeking the 
sale of petrol and diesel at 
reasonable prices instead 
of letting oil companies 
increase the rates exorbi-
tantly.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Rajendra Menon and Jus-
tice V. Kameswar Rao said 
they cannot issue any di-
rection to the Central Gov-
ernment to fix a “fair price” 
of petrol and diesel as it 
is a policy matter which 
involved “larger economic 
issues”.

However, the court 
asked the government to 
consider an earlier repre-
sentation pending before it 
on price rise of petrol and 
diesel and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on 
November 16.

The court was hearing 
a plea filed by Delhi-based 
designer Pooja Mahajan 
through her advocate A. 
Maitri.

Mahajan had filed a 
similar plea in July but the 
High Court had then di-
rected the Centre to treat 
the PIL as a representation.

The petitioner has 
sought a directive to the 
Central government to fix 
a “fair price” of petrol and 
diesel in line with the Es-
sential Commodities Act.

“Instead of fixing a fair 
price, the government has 

delegated the powers to Oil 
Manufacturing Companies 
(OMC) and this kind of 
procedure being followed 
by the government is un-
constitutional, illegal and 
contrary to the mandate of 
the Section 3(1) of the Es-
sential Commodities Act,” 
the plea read.

“The government is not 
playing its true role which 
the government ought to 

have played but instead of 
that it has given a free hand 
to these oil companies to 
exploit the public at large 
and to charge/demand en-
hanced prices by assuming 
and presuming the cost of 
crude oil at the interna-
tional level.”

The petitioner also al-
leged that the oil compa-
nies had stopped increas-
ing the prices when the 

Karnataka election cam-
paign was going on.

“There is no explana-
tion on the part of govern-
ment/OMCs why the fuel 
prices remained static for 
approximately 22 days dur-
ing the Karnataka elections. 
This factual position does 
establish that the govern-
ment is indirectly control-
ling the fuel prices,” the 
plea added. 

with BJP President Amit 
Shah after the opposition 

organised a Bharat bandh 
on the issue.

is dubbed anti-national 
and if one doesn’t one is 
dismissed off as dumb. I 
think it is better to be called 
an anti-national and fight 
for our rights rather than 
be mute. 

“I am a horse, I am not 
going to tire out. I have 
been recharged by my 19-
day fasting and now is time 
to run for the coming 19 
years.”

Pa t e l  c a l l e d  i t  a n 
achievement of his hunger 
fast, which otherwise could 
not move the Gujarat gov-
ernment, that leaders of all 
the six Patidar bodies came 

together for his sake. 
He said: “Today, we 

have been able to bridge 
the deep gulf between all 
the key community insti-
tutions who all are expect-
ed to stay united for our 
cause.”

T h o s e  w h o  w e r e 
present included leaders of 
the two main Khodaldham 
and Umiyadham, the high-
est religious places of Leuva 
and Kadva Patidars in Gu-
jarat, who have been tradi-
tionally at loggerheads. 

“If Hardik is there, we 
would have everything. 
But if Hardik is not there, 

there would be nothing,” 
said Naresh Patel, leader of 
Khodaldham.

C.K. Patel, leader of 
Umiyadham institution, 
said this was a “golden” 
day. “One of our youngsters 
has decided to break his 
19-day fast at the request 
of leaders.” 

As if on cue, C.K. Patel 
added: “We have already 
given our memorandum 
to the state government (for 
quota for Patidars and debt 
waiver for farmers) and we 
are waiting for their answer. 
It may take time but we will 
get answers.”

Ex-IAF chief Tyagi, cousins granted 
bail in Agusta chopper scam case
New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 
“Keeping in view the facts 
and circumstances, the 
matter is adjourned to De-
cember 18,” the court said.

The court had on July 
24 summoned all the ac-
cused to appear before it 
today.

The court also sum-
moned as accused various 
other Indian and foreign 
individuals and compa-
nies, including lawyer 
Gautam Khaitan, Agus-
taWestland and its parent 
company Finmeccanica 
SPA.

The court had passed 
directions after taking 
cognisance of the charge 
sheet, saying there was 
enough evidence against 
the accused in the mat-
ter relating to the alleged 
money laundering to the 
tune of around Euro 28 
million.

The ED, in its charge 
sheet, has alleged that 
money was laundered 
through multiple foreign 
companies which were 
used as fronts to park al-
leged kickbacks.

On January 1, 2014, In-
dia had scrapped the con-
tract with Finmeccanica’s 
British subsidiary Agus-

Shashindra Pal Tyagi (file photo)
PTI

taWestland for supplying 
12 AW-101 VVIP choppers 
to the IAF over alleged 
breach of contractual ob-
ligations and charges of 
kickbacks of Rs 423 crore 
paid by it to secure the 
deal.

Those summoned by 
the court include Tyagi 
and his cousins, Khaitan 

and his wife Ritu, Ra-
jeev Saxena and his wife 
Shivani, both directors 
of two Dubai-based ac-
cused firms UHY Saxena 
and Matrix Holdings, O 
P Khaitan and Co, Inter-
national Mediterranean 
Consulting, Tunisia and 
Infotech Design Systems 
Gordian Services.

IAF chief backs Rafale deal
New Delhi, Sep. 12 (IANS) : 
Amid the rising clamour on 
the Rafale deal, the Indian 
Air Force Chief, Air Chief 
Marshal B.S. Dhanoa, on 
Wednesday said by acquir-
ing the French fighters the 
IAF was strengthening its 
depleting fleet.

“By providing the Ra-
fale and the S-400 (anti-
missile system), the gov-
ernment is strengthening 
the Indian Air Force to 
counter the shortfall of 
our depleting numbers of 
aircraft,” he said at an event 
here. 

Po i n t i n g  t o  I A F ’s 
strength coming down 
to 31 squadrons from the 
sanctioned strength of 42, 
Dhanoa said India faced a 
shortage of fighter aircraft 
despite the threat of a two-
front war with Pakistan and 
China. 

“Very few countries 
are facing challenges like 
us. We have two nucle-
ar-armed neighbours.We 
have to match neighbours 
Pakistan and China to tack-

le a two-front war,” he said.
The IAF chief’s com-

ments come a day after 
former Bharatiya Janata 
Party ministers Yashwant 
Sinha and Arun Shourie 
alleged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s “personal 
culpability” in the Rafale 
deal which they dubbed 
as the country’s “biggest 
defence scam”. 

Earlier this month, the 
IAF Vice Chief, Air Marshal 

S.B. Deo too, had endorsed 
the Rafale, deal saying the 
aircraft will give India “un-
precedented combat capa-
bilities”.

Besides BJP rebels 
Sinha and Shourie, the 
Congress led by its Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi has 
been relentlessly attack-
ing the Modi government 
over the jet deal that was 
announced by the Prime 
Minister in 2015. 

Suspected militants open fire on police personnel on J&K highway  

Over 5 lakh Kerala families get flood compensation
Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 12 (IANS) 
The Kerala government will complete 
on Thursday giving away compensa-
tion of Rs 10,000 each to families af-
fected by the flood disaster, Minister 
for Industries E.P. Jayarajan said on 
Wednesday.

The Minister announced this 
after a meeting of the cabinet sub-
committee formed to oversee the 
flood rehabilitation operation.

“By yesterday (Tuesday), 5.01 lakh 
families had been given Rs 10,000 
each and the remaining 96.500 fami-
lies will receive the money by tomor-

row (Thursday). The distribution of 
kits containing essential items to the 
families have been completed,” he 
said.

Heavy rains received in three seg-
ments from May 29 claimed 491 lives, 
with 14 persons still missing.

At the height of the deluge, there 
were 14.50 lakh people in over 3,000 
relief camps. A total of 4,778 persons 
are still housed in 120 relief camps.

The Minister said that by now 6.89 
lakh homes had been cleaned.

“The local self governments have 
been doing this. What remains to 

be cleaned are 3,501 more homes. A 
total of 3.19 lakh wells have also been 
cleaned and 4,213 tonnes of bio-
degradable waste have been disposed 
of,” said Jayarajan.

Meanwhile, the government has 
sanctioned an interest free loan of 
Rs 1 lakh to buy household appli-
ances through the Kudhumbhasree 
programme.

“We expect a detailed report from 
agencies like World Bank, ADB... Once 
they submit their reports, we will 
know how much aid these agencies 
will be giving,” added Jayarajan.

Jammu, Sep. 12 (PTI): Sus-
pected militants opened 
fire on police personnel 
on the Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway here on 
Wednesday, an official said. 

No casualties have 
been reported in the inci-
dent that took place on the 
outskirts of Jammu city. 

Police personnel, post-
ed at a check post on the 
highway, signalled a truck 
to stop, but it sped away, 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP), Jammu, Vivek 
Gupta, told PTI.

The truck was inter-
cepted by a police team 
after a chase and the sus-
pected militants fired on 
them from the vehicle be-
fore fleeing, he said.

However, the driver 
and the conductor of the 
truck were taken into cus-
tody, the SSP said.

Gupta said an AK as-
sault rifle and three maga-

Army and police personnel carry out a search operation after militants opened fire at a CRPF post at 
Jahjar Kotli on Srinagar-Jammu National highway, Wednesday, Sep. 12.

PTI

zines were seized from the 
truck during a search.

“2-3 suspected mili-
tants who ran away from 

the truck are being chased. 
Police, army and CRPF ac-
tivated. Cordon and search 
operation is on ahead of 

Suketar near Katra cross-
ing national highway,” the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
said on Twitter. 

Delhi Police 
head constable 
gunned down
New Delhi, Sep. 12 (IANS) 
: A Delhi Police head con-
stable was gunned down 
early on Wednesday by un-
known assailants near his 
residence here, police said.

The deceased was 
identified as Ram Avtaar. 
He was shot dead at 
around 12.15 a.m. when 
he went out to fetch an 
autorickshaw for a family 
member on Tanki Road in 
Mithapur area, the police 
said.

S o m e  p a s s e r s - b y 
found Ram Avtaar in a 
pool of blood and in-
formed the police. He was 
taken to a nearby hospital 
where doctors declared 
him brought dead.

Ram Avtaar stayed 
with his family in Shakti 
Vihar. He had joined the 
Delhi Police force as a con-
stable in 2003.

“Posted at Ambedkar 
Nagar police station, Ram 
Avtaar left for his residence 
after finishing his duty on 
Tuesday at 8 p.m. He was 
a brave officer,” Station 
House Officer O.P. Thakur 
told IANS.

“We are investigating 
the case with all possible 
angles including personal 
enmity. We are scanning 
the CCTV camera to estab-
lish the identity of the ac-
cused,” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Chinmoy 
Biswal said. 
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Islamabad, Sep. 12 (PTI): The parole of 
Nawaz Sharif, his daughter Maryam, and 
son-in-law Capt (retd) Mohammad Safdar 
was extended by three days on Wednesday 
to allow them to attend the funeral of 
Begum Kulsoom Nawaz, according to a 
media report.

The three were released from the Adi-
ala Jail on parole, hours after Sharif’s ailing 
wife Kulsoom, passed away at a hospital in 
London on Tuesday.

They were initially released on a 12-
hour parole. 

The Sharif family had requested that 
a five-day parole be granted to the three.

According to the Punjab province 
Home Department spokesperson, it has 
been decided that Nawaz, Maryam and 
Safdar’s parole be extended by three days.

“The extension will be in effect from 
midnight and will expire on Saturday 
night.” 

“In case of a delay in Begum Kulsoom’s 
funeral, the parole will be further extend-
ed,” the spokesperson added.

The spokesperson also denied that 
their residence Jati Umra has been de-
clared a sub-jail.

Sharif was in London with his cancer-

stricken wife earlier this year when the 
anti-graft court had handed him a 10-year 
jail term and sentenced his presumed 
political heir, Maryam, to seven years in 
prison over the purchase of luxury flats in 
London in the 1990s. 

Kulsoom was diagnosed with lympho-
ma last year, barely a month after Nawaz 
was removed from office by the Supreme 
Court, which ordered him to face trial in an 
anti-corruption court.

PML-N leaders and family members 
have been arriving at their residence to 
extend condolences.

Sharif is unable to meet visitors arriv-
ing at Jati Umra to extend condolences 
as his health deteriorated on Wednesday, 
family sources said. 

Kulsoom will be laid to rest on Friday. 
The funeral prayers will be offered at the 
Regent Park mosque on Thursday and her 
body will be flown to Lahore after comple-
tion of legal formalities.

Her body has been moved to a mortu-
ary near the Regent Park mosque. 

Security has also been tightened 
around their residence and traffic wardens 
have been deployed to ensure the smooth 
flow of traffic.

Yangon, Sep. 12 (PTI/AFP): The 
UN began work Wednesday in-
side Myanmar’s violence-torn 
northern Rakhine state, the first 
time its agencies have been 
granted permission to operate 
there since more than 700,000 
Rohingya Muslims fled the area 
last year. 

The UN has been waiting 
for access to the epicentre of the 
military’s “clearance operations” 
against the Rohingya minority 
since June when its refugee and 
development agencies signed a 
deal with the government.

Its work is highly sensitive 
inside Rakhine, a state cut deep 
with ethnic and religious hatred 
and where Buddhist locals stand 

accused of helping the army 
chase out their Muslim neigh-
bours.

Many Rakhine accuse inter-
national aid groups, including 
the UN, of a pro-Rohingya bias 
and foreign aid groups have been 
granted very limited access to 
the state.

The task is complicated fur-
ther as the UN’s rights arm is 
expected to heavily censure My-
anmar again in the coming days 
when it publishes in full the 
findings of its investigation into 
atrocities against the Rohingya.

On Friday, specialists from 
the UNHCR and UNDP agencies 
were finally given permission to 
enter northern Rakhine before 

work began on Wednesday to as-
sess local conditions.

“The team is on the ground 
and commenced with the first 
assessments today,” UNHCR 
spokeswoman Aoife McDonnell 
told AFP.

This first step of the UN’s 
“confidence-building measures” 
is expected to take two weeks and 
will cover 23 villages and three 
additional clusters of hamlets.

It was not immediately clear 
which villages they will visit or 
which communities the UN 
teams will consult.

The expectation is this “very 
initial and small step in terms of 
access will be expanded rapidly 
to all areas covered” by the agree-

ment, McDonnell said. 
The stateless Rohingya are 

widely seen as illegal immigrants 
by Myanmar’s majority-Buddhist 
population, complicating the 
repatriation of those who fled to 
Bangladesh.

Last August’s crackdown by 
Myanmar’s army pushed hun-
dreds of thousands of Rohingya 
across the border.

Refugees have carried ac-
counts of rape, murder, arson 
and torture perpetrated by the 
military and buttressed by Ra-
khine mobs.

The northern part of Rakhine 
has been locked down since 
then, with journalists and ob-
servers only allowed to visit on 

short, chaperoned trips.
The deployment of the two 

UN agencies comes as Myanmar 
faces growing demands for ac-
countability over its treatment of 
the Rohingya.

A UN-led report last week 
two weeks ago called for the 
prosecution of army chief Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing and 
five other top-ranking generals 
for genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 

That was swiftly followed 
by a ruling by the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) that it has 
jurisdiction to open a probe into 
“deportations” of the Rohingya, 
saying it was a cross-border 
crime.

San Francisco, Sep. 12 (PTI/AFP): The 
United States will fall short by a third 
on its commitment under the Paris 
climate treaty to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, according to a report 
released Wednesday in San Francisco. 

A crescendo of efforts at the sub-
national level by states, cities and 
business to shrink the country’s 
carbon footprint will not fully com-
pensate for President Donald Trump’s 
decision to scrap his predecessor’s 
climate policies and promote the use 
of fossil fuels, it found.

“The Obama target was always 
going to be a stretch,” co-author 
Paul Bodnar, managing director of 
the Rocky Mountain Institute, told 
journalists.

“This work shows definitively that 
states, cities and businesses have the 
power to bring the nation to the brink 
of that ambitious target through their 
own authorities.” Financed by former 
New York mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
the “Fulfilling America’s Pledge” re-
port kicks off the three-day Global Cli-
mate Action Summit, a gathering of 
several thousand governors, mayors, 
business leaders and climate activists 
from around the world.

“Current federal and real econ-
omy commitments, combined with 
market forces, will drive US emissions 
to 17 percent below 2005 levels by 
2025 -- roughly two-thirds of the way 
to the original US target,” the report 
found.

Under the 196-nation Paris Agree-
ment, the United States made a vol-
untary pledge to cut carbon pollution 
26-28 per cent by 2025.

The 2015 treaty marked the first 
time that all countries -- including 
emerging giants such as China and 
India -- laid out specific targets for 
greening their economies.

The new projections are conserv-
ative in so far as they assume no help 
from the federal government over the 
next six years.

But even without a Democrat in 
the White House in 2020, up to 90 
percent of US targets could still be 
met if non-state actors double down 
on climate action, they found.

On Monday, outgoing governor 
Jerry Brown signed legislation com-
mitting the state to purging green-
house gases from its electricity grid 
by 2045, replaced by energy generated 
mostly by solar and wind power.

“We all have the opportunity and 
the obligation to do our part to com-
bat climate change,” he told AFP after 
signing the bill into law.

The fifth largest economy in the 
world, California has also adopted 
targets that would see its emissions 
fall at least 40 percent below 1990 
levels by 2030.

Trump -- who vowed to pull out 
of the Paris Agreement months after 
gaining office -- wants to relax pollu-
tion rules for coal-fired power plants 
and roll back car-mileage standards, 
the twin pillars of President Barack 
Obama’s Clean Energy Plan.

He has also challenged the Gold-
en State’s right to set it’s own vehicle 
fuel standards.

The transport sector is the single 
largest source of man-made green-
house gases in the United States.

US mayors, governors and busi-
ness leaders -- under the banner “We 
Are Still In” -- have pushed back by 
adopting more ambitious targets at 
the local level. Taken together, these 
jurisdictions represent about half of 
the US economy, the equivalent of 
the third-largest country in the world, 
according to the report.

Vatican City, Sep. 12 (PTI/
AP): Pope Francis is sum-
moning the presidents of 
every bishops conference 
around the world for a Feb-
ruary summit to discuss 
preventing clergy sex abuse 
and protecting children 
evidence that he realizes 
the scandal is global and 
that inaction threatens to 
undermine his legacy.

Francis’ key cardinal 
advisers announced the 
decision Wednesday, a day 
before Francis meets with 
U.S. church leaders who 
have been deeply discredit-
ed by the latest accusations 
in the Catholic Church’s 
decades-long sex abuse 
and cover-up scandal.

The Feb 21-24 meeting 
at the Vatican is believed to 
be the first of its kind, and 
signals a realization at the 
highest levels of the church 
that clergy sex abuse is a 
global problem and not re-
stricted to the Anglo-Saxon 
world, as many church 
leaders have long tried to 
insist.

Earlier this year, Fran-
cis faced what was then 

the worst crisis of his pa-
pacy when he repeatedly 
discredited victims of a 
notorious Chilean preda-
tor priest. He eventually 
admitted to “grave errors in 
judgment” and has taken 
steps to make amends, 
sanction guilty bishops 
and remake the Chilean 
episcopacy.

More recently, Francis’ 
papacy has been jolted 
by accusations from a re-
tired Vatican ambassador 
that he rehabilitated a top 
American cardinal from 
sanctions imposed by Pope 
Benedict XVI for having 
molested and harassed 
adult seminarians.

The Vatican hasn’t re-
sponded to the accusations 
by Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano, but has promised 
“clarifications” that pre-
sumably will come some-
time after Francis’ meet-
ing Thursday with the US 
delegation. The Vatican 
has known since at least 
2000 that McCarrick would 
invite seminarians to his 
New Jersey beach house 
and into his bed. 

Vladivostok, Sep. 12 (PTI/
AFP): Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Wednes-
day said North Korea must 
be given security guaran-
tees in exchange for steps 
towards denuclearisation. 

“North Korea, in return 
for its denuclearisation, 
was after all promised se-
curity guarantees. Clearly 
it is waiting for some sort of 
signal in response,” Putin 
told an economic forum 
in the far eastern city of 
Vladivostok.

“It seems to me coun-
terproductive if we de-
mand everything from the 
North Korean side and in 
response they are given 
nothing,” he said at an 
event with China’s Xi Jin-
ping and Japan’s Shinzo 
Abe.

He said international 

guarantees would be “ap-
propriate” along with US 
offers, following a summit 
between President Don-

ald Trump and North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un 
in June.

Then, Trump and Kim 

signed a vaguely worded 
agreement on denucleari-
sation but little progress 
has been made since then.

The latest round of dip-
lomatic efforts to curb the 
North Korean nuclear pro-
gramme has been high on 
the agenda in Vladivostok.

On Monday, Japan’s 
Prime Minister Abe said 
he was ready to provide 
financial aid to Pyongyang 
on condition that it re-
solves the issues of its 
nuclear and missile tests 
and abducted Japanese 
nationals.

Russia and China both 
have land borders with 
North Korea and were its 
allies in the Korean conflict 
in the early 1950s. They 
support North Korea’s de-
nuclearisation and abide 
by international sanctions 
against Pyongyang, but 
have rejected Trump’s 
threats of military action 
made last year.

Parole of Sharif, Maryam, son-
in-law extended by three days

UN teams given first access to Myanmar’s Rakhine

Pope Francis summons 
bishops for Feb. abuse 
prevention summit

Putin urges “security guarantees’’ 
for N Korea denuclearisation

AP/PTI

 Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a plenary session at the 
Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, Russia, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2018. 

Colombo, Sep. 12 (PTI): Animal sacrifices in Hindu 
temples in Sri Lanka could be banned after the Cabinet 
approved a proposal Wednesday to enact laws banning 
the “primitive” methods of worship, amid calls from the 
Hindu community to make the ritual a “punishable of-
fence” in the Buddhist-majority country. 

The Cabinet headed by President Maithripala 
Sirisena approved the proposal submitted by Reset-
tlement, Rehabilitation, Northern Development and 
Hindu Religious Affairs Minister D M Swaminathan.

Hindu Cultural Affairs Director Uma Maheswaran 
was quoted as saying by the government-owned news-
paper ‘Daily News’ that the slaughter of animals such 
as goats and fowls in Hindu temples would be banned 
by this legislation.

He said the Cabinet-approved draft legislation 
would be sent to the Legal Draftsman’s Department 
for final consent.

It will then be sent to the Attorney General’s De-
partment and published in the gazette. He said the 
law would come into effect once passed by Parliament.

According to the Cabinet Memorandum, animal 
and bird sacrifices in Hindu Temples or its precincts 
will be prohibited.

“One of the primitive methods of worship is animal 
and bird sacrifices, while the majority of Hindus do not 
accept the practice. Slaughtering of animals is carried 
out in public in open courtyard of the temple without 
considering health and mental harm of the devotees.

“Legislation to ban animal sacrifice in Hindu tem-
ples is operative in India. The members of Parliament 
representing the Hindu Community and Hindu Asso-
ciation in Sri Lanka are of unanimous view that sacri-
fices of any living being in the name of Hindu Religion 
should be banned and made a punishable offence,” the 
memorandum stated.

Jaffna High Court Judge M Ilancheliyan, delivering 
a ruling in a case filed by the All Ceylon Hindu Maha 
Sabha against the killings of animals at the Kavuna-
watte Narasimmar Kovil festival in October last year, 
prohibited the slaughter of animals in Hindu temples.

“Fundamental characteristics of most of the 
religions are ‘Ahimsa’ and non-cruelty towards all liv-
ing being. Hindu Religion practised by a substantial 
section of the Sri Lankan population is vigorously 
preaching this concept and declares it as sinful and 
advocates the prevention of killing of any living being,” 
the memorandum noted.

“There is no institutionalised structure for the 
regulation of activities carried out in the name of Hindu 
Religion. Almost all Hindu temples and religious insti-
tutions in the country are managed by individuals or 
management committees elected by people.

“There is no regulatory mechanism to impose 
or guide line or instruction unified practice in these 
temples and left in the hands of these individuals or 
Management Committees,” it added. 

Sri Lanka is a Buddhist-majority country with Bud-
dhist Sinhalese making up nearly 75 per cent. Muslims 
account for 10 per cent of the 21 million population 
another 13 per cent of the population are Hindus.

Sri Lanka to ban animal 
sacrifices at Hindu temples

US to miss Paris climate pact target by a third
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Television presenter Amanda Stanton, who was arrested here for allegedly pushing her boyfriend 
Bobby Jacobs, feels bad for her act. The former “Bachelor” contestant’s rep Steve Honig told peo-
ple.com that Stanton is embarrassed and ashamed of her act and has aplogised to hotel security 
and the Las Vegas police department. Honings defended Stanton saying, she is a gentle and respect-
ful person and will never involve herself with anybody under any circumstance. He further said that 
Stanton had “a few drinks” at a friend’s bachelorette party before hotel security confronted her 
and Jacobs after receiving a noise complaint. “Amanda gave Jacobs what she thought was a playful 
shove. The hotel security did their job and reported the incident to the police, who in turn did their 
job. “Despite Jacobs explaining this was not an ill-intended shove, the police still had to do their 
job which Amanda completely respects and understands, Honings added. Stanton was reportedly 
released on Monday. (IANS)

Amanda Stanton embarrassed over her arrest

3 pm, 8 pm: Paltan 
(Hindi)

11 am, 1 pm, 6 pm: 
The Nun (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

F
ans and critics have 
voiced concerns over 
women’s representa-
tion in superhero 
genre but Marvel 

comics universe has always had 
“fantastic” female characters, 
says Stephen Wacker, VP - Crea-
tive Development, Marvel. 

Wacker said these charac-
ters will soon make it to the big 
as well as the small screen and 
the process has already begun.

As the former senior editor 
of Marvel Comics, Wacker su-
pervised and developed an ar-
ray of top selling titles including 
Ms Marvel and Captain Marvel, 
believes people have seen only 
a handful of characters from 
their universe on the big screen, 
and there is more to come.

“For Marvel, female charac-
ters are not new. They have al-
ways been around. I believe we 

are the only company at which 
people have been looking at 
for the past decade. There have 
been a lot of Marvel superhero 
movies, but there hasn’t been a 
lot of time yet.

“Marvel has no shortage of 
fantastic female characters. And 
all these characters are going to 
come out. ‘Captain Marvel’ is a 
great step on the movie side. We 
have ‘Jessica Jones’ and ‘Cloak 
& Dagger’ on television and 
both the shows have women as 
central characters,” Wacker told 
PTI in an interview here. 

As an avid comics reader 
since childhood, he believes it 
is only in last two decades that 
superheroes have been made to 
look like “something boyish”.

“I think there is a stigma 
that superheroes are just for 
boys. But that was not the case 
in the early days with com-

ics. Marvel always had strong 
female readership. Comics in 
general has strong female read-
ership. I think something has 
happened in the past 20 years 
to make it seem very boyish. I 
don’t know how accurate it is. 
But I don’t think what we do is 
meant just for boys,” he says.

Wacker says their aim at 
Marvel is to create content 
that resonates with people 
across the globe “regardless of 
opinion, background, gender or 
anything else.” 

He says Marvel has a very 
diverse character line-up, but 
they are still working hard to 
bring in more inclusivity both 
on and off the camera.

“We already have a very 
diverse cast of characters, but 
we can still do more in terms of 
bringing inclusiveness. It takes 
time, but it is something we 

definitely have on our agenda. 
On the publishing side we are 
very active in finding talent 
from around the world.

“For example, if our next is 
an Indian superhero, she has to 
feel authentic. She has to have 
a voice telling her story, who 
has knowledge of India or is an 
Indian. We always make sure 
to get it right. We are looking 
forward to do something like 
that.” 

When it comes to his per-
sonal favourites, Wacker says 
it has to be Carol Danvers aka 
Captain Marvel.

“The character which sort 
of grew on me when I started 
working on is Carol Danvers/
Captain Marvel. She was a test 
pilot, had a long hard history 
and was character that has 
fought a lot of challenges. That 
is one of my favourite charac-

ters.
“I was part of the team that 

kind of recreated that charac-
ter, she was originally called 
Ms Marvel for years. So, I was 
there when we re-designed this 
character for the movies.” 

Wacker says not only him 
but his whole family is looking 
forward to the release of the 
upcoming “Captain Marvel” 
film featuring Brie Larson in the 
titular role. 

“I am going to watch the 
‘Captain Marvel’ movie as fan. 
I haven’t read the script. 
I don’t read the script 
unless I have to do 
some work on it. I am 
really excited about 
it. And my whole 
family is excited 
to see her on-
screen.” 

PTI

D
ream Theater have 
checked in to con-
firm that all the key-
board parts for their 
new studio album 

have been completed.
In a short video from the stu-

dio, keyboardist Jordan Rudess 
and guitarist John Petrucci talk 
about the process, with Rudess 
saying he’s “very, very excited” 
about the follow-up to 2016’s The 
Astonishing.

The keyboard maestro says: 
“This is going to be such an 
amazing record. It’s got so much 
energy and I’m very happy with 

all the keyboard parts. Listening 
back, all you can do is smile.”

Dream Theater began 
recording what will be their 14th 
studio album back in June after 
they signed a new record deal 
with Sony Music/InsideOut.

Frontman James LaBrie said: 
“Everybody is in the one room 
and we’re all interacting with one 
another and, I gotta tell you, if 
the first week is any indication of 
where this album’s going, you’re 
in for a treat.”

Further details will be re-
vealed in due course.

Loudersound

A
ctor Halle Berry is all set 
to make her directorial 
debut with the mixed 
martial arts drama 
“Bruised”.

The 52-year-old Oscar winner 
will also star in and produce the 
project, reported Variety.

The story follows a disgraced 
MMA fighter who has to face one of 
the rising stars of the MMA world 
and deal with the return of her 
6-year-old son to the mother he 
deserves.

The film’s script has been writ-
ten by Michelle Rosenfarb.

Berry, who will be next seen in 
“John Wick 3”, will work with the 
same team that executes fight cho-
reography for the Keanu Reeves-
starrer series.

Basil Iwanyk will also produce 
the film alongside Linda Gottlieb.

PTI

A
ctress Viola 
Davis says 
she regrets 
her role in 
“The Help”.

“Have I ever done 
roles that I’ve regret-
ted? I have, and ‘The 
Help’ is on that list,” 
nytimes.com quoted 
Davis as saying. 

“But not in terms 
of the experience and 
the people involved 
because they were all 
great. The friendships 
that I formed are ones 
that I’m going to have 
for the rest of my life. I 
had a great experience 
with these other actresses, who are 
extraordinary human beings. And 
I could not ask for a better collabo-
rator than Tate Taylor,” she added. 

Adapted from the 2009 Kathryn 

Stockett novel of the same name, 
“The Help” also featured Emma 
Stone as Skeeter Phelan, a young 
woman writing a book collected 
from the stories of black maids 
working in the segregated South.

The film shot Davis 
to national prominence 
as she earned an Oscar 
nomination for her por-
trayal of Aibileen. 

Talking about her 
regret, Davis said: “I 
just felt that at the end 
of the day that it wasn’t 
the voices of the maids 
that were heard. I know 
Aibileen. I know Minny. 
They’re my grandma. 
They’re my mom. And 
I know that if you do a 
movie where the whole 
premise is, I want to 
know what it feels like 
to work for white people 
and to bring up children 

in 1963, I want to hear how you re-
ally feel about it. 

“I never heard that in the course 
of the movie.”

IANS

Dear Amen
Happy birthday dear ,may you 
keep smiling and prospering 
more and more through out the 
life.Don’t ever change,because 
you are just amazing the way 
you are.

Once again wishing you 
wonderful B-day! And have a 
blast!!!

From Imdang, Atu, Aben, Sumit

C
orey Taylor says that 
he and his Stone Sour 
bandmates have 
been writing what he 
describes as “great 

material.”
The vocalist will spend much of 

2019 with Slipknot as they con-
tinue to work on the follow-up to 
2014’s .5: The Gray Chapter, but 
that hasn’t stopped him putting 
together ideas for his other band.

Taylor tells Heavy Music In-
terviews: “We started writing new 
music pretty much as soon as we 
got on the road. We just can’t be 
stopped! We’re gluttons for punish-
ment at this point.

 “The cool thing is 
knowing that we’ve got 
all this great material, 
we can enjoy the rest as 
much as we can because 
we know when it’s time 
to really start ramping up 
the demo machine, we’re 
going to have all this cool 
stuff to listen to. There’s 
no pressure for us to just 
run right in.”

Taylor adds: “Obviously 
I’m going to do Slipknot 
next year, and it will allow the 
audience to miss us, which is 
the best thing in the world you can 
have. 

 “That built-in need for 
a band to come back 
just when you 
think you 
can’t 
wait 
any 

longer, here comes this band and 
they’re like, ‘Goddamn, they’re so 
good right now.’

 “We’re pretty stoked. We’re 
definitely looking forward to trying 
to see if we can top Hydrograd.”

Last week, Stone Sour released 
a music video for an acoustic 
version of their track Mercy which 
appears on the deluxe edition of 
Hydrograd. 

It launched in August and 
features previously unreleased 
covers, live cuts, b-sides and 
alternative takes.

Loudersound

A
nushka 
Sharma does 
not mind that 
her look from 
“Sui Dhaga” 

became the subject of 
viral memes online.

The internet has been 
flooded with memes of a 
crying Anushka and the 

actor finds this 
amusing.

“I found 
them 
hilarious. 
If such 
things 
happen 
organi-

cally 
then 

it 

means that the trailer has 
spread widely and deeply 
and that’s why people are 
talking about it. 

“The picture is so 
realistic, the character is 
so real that you can make 
a meme on it. Usually, 
this is something that is 
far remote from Anushka. 
I take it as a huge compli-
ment. It is a great plus 
point,” Anushka told re-
porters here at an event. 

The actor said she 
shared some memes with 
her co-star from the film, 
Varun Dhawan. 

The film, directed by 
Sharat Kataria of “Dum 
Laga Ke Haisha” fame, 
revolves around a lower 
middle class couple who 
decide to become self-

reliant against odds.
Asked about the 

rise of heartland sto-
ries, Varun said such 
films connect with 
the audience. 

“If you look at 
the history of our 
Indian cinema, 
we used to make 
original films like 
‘Mother India’, 
‘Anand’, etc. These 
are Indian stories 
and there were 
some really nice 
films being made 
that time. 

“Then western 
influence 

came to our 
cinema. But 
it is cool 
now as we 
have gone 
back to 
heartland 
stories. I did 
‘ Humty 

Sharma Ki 
Dhu-
lania’, 
‘Badri-
nath Ki 
Dhu-
lania’, 

etc while 
Anushka 
had a rooted 
character in 
‘Rab De Bana 
Di Jodi’,” he 
added.

PTI

We have no shortage of fantastic female 
characters, says Marvel’s Stephen Wacker

Halle Berry to make directorial debut with ‘Bruised’

Birthday Greetings

Viola Davis regrets her role in ‘The Help’

Corey Taylor — Stone Sour have 
“great material” for next album

Find memes 
hilarious, take it 
as compliment — 
Anushka Sharma

Jordan Rudess 
completes 
keyboards for 
new Dream 
Theater album



11 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Thursday, September 13 , 2018

Manu Attri and Reddy B. Sumeeth of India in action.

Hugo Lloris

Sebastian Vettel and Lewis Hamilton

Virat Kohli

Spain players celebrate scoring their fifth goal during the UEFA Nations League match against Croatia on Sep. 11.

Chair umpire Carlos Ramos during the women’s final match 
between Serena Williams and Naomi Osaka at the 2018 U.S. Open 
tennis tournament.

Lisbon (Portugal), Sep. 
12 (AP): The chair umpire 
who penalized Serena Wil-
liams in the U.S. Open final 
has spoken publicly for the 
first time since the match, 
saying he is ‘’fine.’’

Ramos, who is from 
Portugal, spoke briefly to 
Portuguese newspaper Tri-
buna Expresso this week.

‘’I’m fine, given the cir-
cumstances,’’ Ramos said, 
according to the newspa-
per. ‘’It’s a delicate situ-
ation, but umpiring ‘a la 
carte’ doesn’t exist. Don’t 
worry about me.’’

The newspaper said Ra-
mos received hundreds of 
messages of support from 
family, colleagues, players 
and former players. He said 
he has avoided social media 
and only reads ‘’balanced’’ 
articles about the incident. 
He also refrained from go-
ing out the day after the 
final to avoid problems, ac-
cording to the report.

The International Ten-
nis Federation has defend-
ed Ramos for his actions 
during the final. The U.S. 

Under pressure Vettel looks to cut 
Hamilton’s championship lead in Singapore

Manu-Sumeeth shock Olympic 
silver medallists at Japan Open

Spain humiliate Croatia with thumping Nations League win

US Open chair umpire Carlos 
Ramos says he is ‘fine’

India defeated, but test 
cricket the winner — Kohli

France keeper Lloris 
gets 20-month ban 
for drink-driving

Singapore, Sep. 12 (PTI): 
Error-prone Ferrari will 
have to execute a per-
fect race in the Singapore 
Grand Prix this weekend to 
narrow the widening gap 
between Sebastian Vettel 
and championship leader 
Lewis Hamilton.

Lead Mercedes driver 
Hamilton topped an in-
tense battle with Vettel in 
the early stages of the Ital-
ian Grand Prix on Sep-
tember 2 before passing 
polesitter Kimi Raikkonen 
to win on the high-speed 
Monza track, extending 
his championship lead to 
30 points with seven races 
remaining.

Ferrari have had the 
faster car than the Mer-
cedes of late but they have 
failed to come up with the 
consistency required to 
win titles.

However, it is still far 
from over for the Italian 
outfit which is 25 points 
adrift of leader Mercedes 
in the team standings.

What should give Fer-
rari additional confidence 
going into the night race 
on Sunday is that they 
have been the faster than 
Mercedes on the slow and 
twisty Marina Bay Street 
Circuit in recent times.

Red Bull too have been 
strong on the high down-
force track. Vettel was on 
pole here last year but a 

freak accident saw him, 
Raikkonen and Max Ver-
stappen being taken out 
of the race on the very first 
lap.

It was a sudden disaster 
for the four-time world 
champion and Ferrari as 
Hamilton won the inci-
dent-packed race to create 
a 28-point cushion in the 
drivers’ standings from a 
tiny three-point advantage 
over Vettel before the start 
of that weekend.

Ferrari will have to 
make a conscious effort to 
stay out of on track trouble 
and will also be hoping for 
the luck to go their way in 
a race that has seen a safety 
car intervention at least 

once since 2008.
Hamilton, on the other 

hand, will be gunning for 
his fourth win in the last 
five races, bringing him a 
step closer to a fifth world 
championship crown.

Mercedes boss Toto 
Wolff knows that Singapore 
will be a stiff test for their 
power-friendly cars but is 
not ruling out a hat-trick of 
victories here after Hamil-
ton and Nico Rosberg won 
in 2017 and 2016 respec-
tively.

“Singapore has fea-
tures that we’ve struggled 
with in the past. The short 
straights, the slow, tight 
corners and the bumpy 
surface all make the Ma-

rina Bay Street Circuit one 
of the trickiest tracks of the 
season for us,” said Wolff.

“In 2015, we endured 
one of our most painful 
experiences in recent years 
there. Last year, we started 
the race from the third row 
and came home with a 
win and a third place. On 
paper, the track should 
favour the Ferraris, but the 
championship fight is so 
close that predictions are 
almost meaningless.

“One thing that’s guar-
anteed in Singapore is a 
great spectacle; the track 
under the lights looks 
stunning both for the TV 
audience and the fans in 
the grandstands. For the 

teams, the race is one of 
the most demanding ones 
as the high temperatures 
and humidity levels make 
life in the garage tough,” 
he added.

Another strong con-
tender will be Daniel Ric-
ciardo, who will leave Red 
Bull for Renault at the end 
of the season.

“As everyone knows, 
I love street circuits. The 
feeling of driving on the 
edge, so close to the walls, 
is something you just can’t 
get enough of. It’s the orig-
inal night race and the 
schedule is always pretty 
hectic but there is some-
thing kind of romantic 
about going to the track at 
night and then to bed at 
four or five in the morn-
ing,” said the Australian.

“It’s a place where I also 
have good races and finish 
pretty strong. I’ve had four 
podiums and three second 
places in a row there, so it’s 
about time I win the damn 
thing,” he said.

There will also be a 
spring in the stride of 
rookie driver Charles 
Leclerc, who on Tuesday 
was confirmed as Vettel’s 
teammate at Ferrari for 
the 2019 season, replacing 
Raikkonen.

The Finn will return 
to Sauber after making 
his debut with the Swiss 
squad back in in 2001.

Tokyo, Sep. 12 (PTI): Indian men’s doubles 
pair of Manu Attri and B Sumeeth Reddy 
stunned Olympic silver medallists Goh V 
Shem and Tan Wee Kiong of Malaysia to 
enter the quarterfinals of the USD 700,000 
Japan Open badminton tournament here 
Wednesday.

National champions Manu and Su-
meeth, who had defeated the Malaysian 
pair at Syed Modi Grand Prix Gold in 2015, 
saved a match point in the second game 
and came back from a 17-19 deficit to up-
set world number 10 V Shem and Tan Wee 
15-21 23-21 21-19 in a 54-minute battle.

The Indian pair will face China’s He Jit-
ing and Tan Qiang next in the BWF World 
Tour Super 750 tournament.

On a day when only the men’s doubles 
and women’s doubles matches were held, 
Indian pairs of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty and Ashwini Pon-
nappa and N Sikki Reddy bowed out of the 
tournament after losing their respective 
matches.

Commonwealth Games silver medal-

lists Satwik and Chirag went down 12-21 
17-21 to third seeded Japanese pair of 
Takeshi Kamura and Keigo Sonoda, while 
Ashwini and Sikki lost 17-21 13-21 to 
Korean combination of Chang Ye Na and 
Jung Kyung Eun in women’s doubles.

Olympic silver medallist P V Sindhu 
and Indian men’s singles duo of Kidambi 
Srikanth and H S Prannoy will play tomor-
row. In the pre-quarterfinals, Sindhu will 
face China’s Gao Fangjie, while Prannoy 
will take on Indonesia’s world no 10 An-
thony Sinisuka Ginting, who had stunned 
Japan’s formidable Kento Momota and 
Olympic champion Chen Long at the 18th 
Asian Games.

Former world no 1 Srikanth too will be 
itching for a revenge when he meets Hong 
Kong’s Wong Wing Ki Vincent tomorrow. 
Wong Wing Ki had defeated the Indian at 
the Asian Games last month.

Indian mixed doubles pair of Pranaav 
Jerry Chopra and N Sikki Reddy will face 
Malaysian combination of Chan Peng 
Soon and Goh Liu Ying.

Elche, Sep. 12 (Reuters): 
Spain showed their re-
markable potential under 
new coach Luis Enrique 
by destroying World Cup 
runners-up Croatia 6-0 
on Tuesday to hand the 
visitors their biggest ever 
defeat and take control 
of their Nations League 
group.

Midfielder Saul Niguez 
scored in his home city of 
Elche by heading home 
midway through the first 
half, giving Spain the lead 
against the run of play after 
Croatia had made a bright 
start and missed two good 
chances.

The hosts soon in-
creased their lead with 
two thumping strikes from 
Marco Asensio, the sec-
ond of which was given 
as an own goal to Croatia 
goalkeeper Lovre Kalinic 
as it bounced off him af-
ter crashing against the 
crossbar.

Rodrigo Moreno com-
pleted a fine team move 
after the interval before 
captain Sergio Ramos 
headed the fifth while a 
strike from Isco saw Spain 
become the first team to 
score six against Croatia as 
they charged top of League 
A, Group 4 on six points.

London, Sep. 12 (Reuters): 
France’s World Cup-win-
ning captain Hugo Llo-
ris has been banned from 
driving for 20 months and 
fined after pleading guilty 
to a charge of drink driving, 
British media reported on 
Wednesday.

The 31-year-old Totten-
ham Hotspur goalkeeper 
admitted being more than 
twice above the drink-drive 
limit of 35 micrograms 
when he was stopped by 
police in central London 
last month.

Lloris, who won the 
World Cup with France 
in July, was fined 50,000 
pounds ($65,130.00) at 
Westminster Magistrates’ 
court.

Prosecutor Henry Fitch 
said police found Lloris in 
an unmarked car driving 
at 15mph in a 30mph zone.

The court heard that 
Lloris veered his car “to-
wards parked vehicles” be-
fore correcting himself and 
went through a red light.

David Sonn, defending, 
said the “spectacular fall 
from grace” was not lost 
on Lloris.

“On July 15 he was ar-
guably the proudest man 
on the planet (having cap-
tained France to a World 
Cup triumph),” Sonn was 
quoted as saying by the 
BBC.

“Just 40 days later, he 
was arrested. He experi-
enced the indignity of be-
ing handcuffed and put in 
a police station overnight.”

Lloris, who joined Spurs 
from Olympique Lyonnais 
in 2012, apologised for 
the incident after he was 
charged by the Metropoli-
tan Police last month.

It was also the second 
time this year that Spain 
have scored six goals 
against World Cup runners-
up, following their 6-1 win 
over 2014 finalists Argen-
tina in March.

Spain were in a confi-
dent mood after winning 
their first game under 
Luis Enrique 2-1 away to 
England in their Nations 

League opener on Satur-
day and once they scored 
the floodgates opened and 
Croatia were left chasing 
shadows.
Spectacular game
“We played a spectacular 
game and rounded off a 
brilliant week. We needed 
to recuperate the feelings 
we had before, we’ve played 
two great games,” said goal-

scorer Asensio, who also 
provided three assists.

To reach the Nations 
League finals next June, 
Spain need just two points 
from their remaining two 
games, at home to England 
and away to Croatia.

“ We’ve played two 
teams that went very far in 
the World Cup and these 
victories are very important 

to reach the final phase, 
which is a challenge we 
have set ourselves,” added 
Asensio.

Sp a i n  m a d e  t h re e 
changes to the team that 
won at Wembley, bringing 
in Valencia defender Jose 
Gaya and Real Madrid pair 
Dani Ceballos and Asensio.

Their inclusion made 
Luis Enrique the first Spain 

coach in 16 years to name 
six Real Madrid players 
in a starting lineup, mak-
ing a mockery of fears in 
the Spanish media when 
he was appointed that he 
would discriminate against 
Real players over loyalty to 
his former club Barcelona.

Real defender Dani 
Carvajal made a decisive 
block early on to thwart 
Croatia forward Ivan San-
tini as Zlatko Dalic’s side 
made a bright start and 
caused plenty of unease 
for Spain, who lost 2-1 
when the teams last met 
at Euro 2016 in a group 
game.

Carvajal also provided 
the cross from which Saul 
headed the opener, giving 
Spain a huge injection of 
belief and rattling the visi-
tors, who moments later 
conceded possession in 
midfield before Asensio 
smashed the loose ball 
home from long range.

Croatia, so impressive 
in keeping the ball at the 
World Cup, lost confidence 
as Spain dominated pos-
session and picked their 
opponents off with ease, 
inflicting biggest defeat on 
the Croats after a 5-1 loss 
to England in a World Cup 
qualifier in 2009.

Open fined Williams for her 
three code violations.

The WTA later called for 
equal treatment of all tennis 
players and coaching to be 
allowed across the sport.

Ramos has been as-

signed to officiate the Da-
vis Cup semifinal matches 
between the United States 
and Croatia, a best-of-five 
series which begins Friday 
and ends Sunday in Zadar, 
Croatia.

London, Sep. 12 (Reuters): Defeated India 
skipper Virat Kohli took some comfort from 
a 4-1 drubbing in England, saying the series 
had revived test cricket.

The final scoreline was harsh on the 
world’s top-ranked test nation who played 
a full part in an unpredictable series full of 
twists and turns, right up to the final day.

India lost a memorable Oval test by 
118-runs on Tuesday — a match that will 
be forever remembered as the farewell of 
England’s most-capped test player and run 
scorer Alastair Cook.

Cook’s century on Monday was the high-
light but India made sure the series did not 
end in anti-climax thanks to an audacious 
chase of 464 for victory.

A superb 149 by opener KL Rahul and a 
scintillating 114 by 20-year-old wicketkeep-
er Rishabh Pant, including 15 fours and four 
sixes, meant from a hopeless position of two 
for three on Monday, India began to dream 
of a world-record run chase.

It was not to be but Kohli, who averaged 
59 in the five tests, scoring two centuries, 
said his team did him proud, picking out 
Rahul and Pant for special praise.

“Credit has to go to both those young 
guys for stepping up on this stage. From 
three wickets down, it take guts,” he said.

“That was an example of two guys not 
giving up and entertaining the crowd.

“This is probably the revival of test 
cricket and shows what it means to us, a 

great advert for test cricket.
“We didn’t speak about the result, we 

just wanted to go out and see what hap-
pened, waiting and watching, things can 
change very quickly. That’s the beauty of 
this format.”

While India were thrashed at Lord’s the 
defeats at Edgbaston, Southampton and the 
Oval all could have gone the other way with 
little between the sides.

“Definitely think we will sit down and 
think about, if we had taken those opportu-
nities, we missed quite few,” he said.

“When both teams are going for wins, 
you can have a result that looks like that (4-
1), they don’t go for draws.

“You hardly have any draws in these 
tense series and that’s what the scoreline 
shows. I’m not saying it wasn’t a fair score-
line, because they played better than us, but 
we can take a lot of heart and apply lessons 
to how we play test cricket.”
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IGAR, Green Club, DGP, and 
Nerhema FC registers win

Mohun Bagan win local league after eight years

NSF trophy prize 
money enhanced

Khedira extends contract at 
Juventus for 2 more seasons

Captain N. Kenguruse Memorial Football Tournament

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Sep. 12 (EMN): 
IGAR North, Abide Club 
Kiphire, DGP Nagaland 
Team won their respective 
matches in the first round 
to enter the second round 
of the ongoing Capt N Ken-
guruse Memorial Football 
Tournament (state level) 
played at the Kohima lo-
cal ground and Tsiese Basa 
ground on Wednesday. 

While Shurhosul scored 
a hat-trick for Nerhema Vil-
lage FC to book their quar-
ter-final berth after winning 
their first match against 
Naga Feathers FC Dimapur 
6-2. 

At the Kohima local 
ground, IGAR North de-
feated Mokokchung District 
Club 4-1. Green Club Zun-
heboto thrashed Abide Club 
FC Kiphire 6-2.  

With the win, IGAR 
North will take on Green 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 12 (EMN): The 
19th edition of NSF Martyrs’ 
Memorial Trophy organised 
by the Angami Students’ 
Union (ASU) will begin from 
September 22 till October 
20th at the Kohima local 
ground (Khuochiezie).

Addressing a press con-
ference at Angami Students’ 
Union office, Voto Neikha, 
convenor of the NSF Mar-
tyrs’ Memorial Trophy said 
the prize money of the tour-
nament has been enhanced 
this year where the cham-
pions will walk home with 
a cash prize of INR 2 lakhs, 
while the runners-up will 
receive INR 1.20 lakhs. The 
semi-finalists and quarter-
finalists will receive INR 
30,000 and INR 15,000 each.

The individual prizes 
include player of the tour-
nament, best midfielder, 
best defender, best keeper 
and highest goal scorer. The 
player of the tournament 
will receive a two-wheeler 
along with citations while 
the other individual awards 
will receive INR 10,000 each 
along with citations.

It was informed that 
teams from Manipur are ex-
pected to participate in the 
tournament. The organisers 
also have pitched in nation-

al referees from Manipur to 
conduct the matches.

The organisers during 
the press conference also 
has made appeal to the state 
government to improve the 
Kohima ground condition 
stating that there are nu-
merous talented players in 
Nagaland, and in order to 
promote them to play in 
the higher level, they need a 
quality ground.

The gallery ticket is 
priced at INR 30 till the 
knockout stage and INR 50 
from quarter-final matches. 
Students will get a free pass 
with their uniform after 2pm 
it was informed. While en-
couraging the colleges to 
participate in the tourna-
ment, the supporters of the 
playing college team will get 
a free pass with their uni-
form during their respective 
matches.   

The organisers have in-
formed that the entry forms 
for the tournament are 
made available at the fol-
lowing outlets Sports Para-
dise Mulüo Market Kezieke 
#09402211604 in Kohima 
and Master Graphix Super 
Market near Hotel Saramati 
#09774532237 in Dimapur. 
The last date for submission 
of entry form has been fixed 
on September 15.

Turin (Italy), Sep. 12 (AP): 
Germany midfielder Sami 
Khedira has extended his 
contract with Juventus for 
two more seasons.

The move comes follow-
ing an offseason in which 
Khedira was linked with a 
possible move to the Pre-
mier League. His contract 
was due to expire at the end 
of this season.

Financial details of the 
new deal were not disclosed.

The 31-year-old Khedira 
is in his fourth season at Ju-
ventus, and he has played 
more minutes than any oth-
er midfielder at the club in 
his first three seasons.

Khedira scored Juven-
tus' first goal this season, 
three minutes into the 3-2 
win over Chievo Verona in 
Serie A.

Khedira has helped Ju-
ventus win three Serie A 
titles and three Italian Cups.

Kolkata, Sep. 12 (IANS): City football giants 
Mohun Bagan defeated Calcutta Customs 
2-0 to win the Calcutta Football League after 
a gap of eight years at the Mohun Bagan/
CCFC ground here on Wednesday.

This is the 30th time Mohun Bagan has 
won the league, and that too with a 
match in hand.

Henry Kisekka (4th, 
45th minutes) scored 
a brace to help his 
side end East Ben-
gal's dominance 
and bring home 
the local league 
which they last 
won in 2009.

M o h u n 
Bagan thus end-
ed arch-rivals 
E a s t  B e n g a l ' s 
domination in the 
Calcutta Football 
League. East Bengal 
have built up a fantastic 
record in the league in recent 
years, having won eight consecu-
tive titles, starting from the 2010 season. East 
Bengal are the most successful team in the 
tournament, having won the title 39 times.

Mohun Bagan looked in complete con-
trol right from the first whistle in front of a 
full-capacity home crowd.

Kisekka found the back of the net dur-
ing the early exchanges after beautifully 
chest-trapping Arijit Bagui's long ball from 

the right flank.
The green and maroon brigade bossed 

the first period and rarely gave their rivals 
a look in.

Customs got an opportunity to equalise 
when Eze Stanley ran past the Mohun Bagan 

defence and force a brilliant save 
from Mohun Bagan goalkeeper 

Sankar Roy.
Dipanda Dicka had 

an off day in office as 
as the Cameroonian 

spurned two gilt-
edged opportu-
nities to secure 
Bagan's second.

D i p a n d a 
though made 
amends for his 
wastefulness in 

front of goal by 
setting up Kisekka 

just outside the six-
yard box.

The Ugandan striker 
controlled the ball and calm-

ly slotted it beyond Suvam Sen's 
reach at the far-post.

Mohun Bagan could have scored their 
third in the 58th minute only if Azharuddin 
Malik's header had not been denied by the 
post.

Mohun Bagan will next take on Mo-
hammedan Sporting in an inconsequential 
fixture at the Yuva Bharati Krirangan on 
September 18.

EM Images

Players of IGAR North (in yellow) and Mokochung District Club in action 
during their match at the Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

Sami Khedira 

Club in their pre quarter-
final match on September 
15.

At Tsiese Basa ground, 
DGP Nagaland Team reg-
istered an easy win over 
Alichen FC of Mokochung 
by 6-0. 

Lima scored a hat-trick 
while Ninja, Muluvotuo and 
Lipok added a goal each to 
help the team mark their 
entry into the tournament 
with a big win.  

While Nerhema Village 
FC routed Naga Feathers FC 
Dimapur 6-2 to book their 
quarter-finals berth. 

Nerhema FC striker 
Shurhosul scored a hat-
trick in the first half and 
Ketholetuo, Salu Kulim, 
Petevizo contributed a goal 
each to finish the game.

Rona and Lithungo did 
score the consolation goals 
in the last quarter of the 
match for Naga Feathers 

Club but did not matter 
much as Nerhema FC went 
on to win the match. 

DGP team will now take 
Zunheboto Range Student 
Union on September 15 in 
the second round and the 
winner will play against 
Nerhema in the quarters. 

N e r h e m a  F C  a n d 
Khriekesa FC have already 
entered the quarter-finals. 

Thursday's matches
Ground 1 (Kohima local 

ground)
Vanguard FC vs United FC 

(Phek) at 1 pm 
Longleng district Club vs 
Nagnimora FC (Mon) at 

3pm 
Ground 2 (Tsiese Basa)

Tiyi Gardens (Wokha) vs 
Legend Club (Kiphire) at 

1 pm
Donching Yangmei FC 

(Tuensang) vs Xaverite FC 
(Peren) at 3 pm


