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Bharat Bandh: Mixed response as opposition rallies against BJP 

Rio-led team meets Rajnath Singh 
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1300 families in Kma district affected by monsoon emergency 
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Partial success in Dimapur 
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New Delhi, Sep 10 (IANS): The 
Bharat Bandh called by the Con-
gress and Left on Monday against 
rising fuel prices and tumbling 
rupee evoked mixed response 
in the country as the opposition 
closed its ranks against the Modi 
government. 

The BJP dubbed the protest a 
failure.

The day-long shutdown af-
fected normal life in Odisha, Kar-
nataka, Bihar, Kerala and Tripura 
and triggered a mixed response in 
Gujarat, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, 
Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, 

Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. 
But it was mostly ineffective in 

Mamata Banerjee-ruled West Ben-
gal.  Shutdown enforcers resorted 
to blocking roads and rail tracks 
disrupting traffic in several parts 
of the country. 

More on page 5

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): A del-
egation of leaders from the Na-
galand government led by the 
state’s Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on Monday called on Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
in New Delhi, according to an 
update from the chief minister’s 
office (CMO). 

“The delegation requested 
for sanctioning of developmen-
tal projects in eastern Naga-
land as a follow-up to an earlier 
request which had also been 
made to the prime minister on 
7th August, 2018. Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio apprised Rajnath 
Singh about the damage caused 
due to natural calamities and 
urged for central assistance 
under NDRF and interim aid to 
mitigate the ongoing relief and 
restoration works. 

“Besides this, delegation 
also requested for moderniza-
tion and upgradation (sic) of 
village guards in Nagaland. Rio 
further requested Rajnath Singh 
for sanctioning another heli-
copter to increase flying hours 
for Nagaland particularly for 
far-flung areas of the state,” the 

CMO’s handout read.
Rio was stated to have high-

lighted various projects under 
the restructured North East 
Special Infrastructure Develop-
ment Scheme (NESIDS). He 
urged Rajanath, who is also the 
chairman of the North Eastern 
Council, for ‘sanction of the 
proposed projects.’

Rajnath is said to have given 
assurance to look into the issues 

and discuss the matter with the 
DoNER minister to expedite 
sanctioning of the proposed 
projects. Rio was accompanied 
by Deputy Chief Minister Y 
Patton, and a delegation of the 
Eastern Nagaland Legislators’ 
Union (ENLU) comprising S 
Pangnyu Phom, P Paiwang Kon-
yak, Kashiho Sangtam, Toshi 
Wungtong, Bongkhao Konyak, 
EE Pangteang, and CL John.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
Kohima town, the admin-
istrative nerve centre of 
Nagaland, has taken a 
huge blow from the mon-
soon rains this year as 
about 1,300 families in the 
district so far are reported 
to have been affected by 
monsoon-related emer-
gencies particularly by 
landslides. 

Ac c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
deputy commissioner 
(DC) of Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan, the given 
record is the verified fig-
ure till August 2018; the 
district administration 
is constantly updating 
the information as mon-
soon is still on. Expressing 
apprehension that the 
number could increase 
if the rains continue, he 
said it is ‘high time’ that 
the state enforce building 
by-laws and engage miti-
gation plans.

The extent of dam-
age encompasses infra-
structure, mainly roads, 
houses, and agricultural 
fields. The DC informed 
that till date, around INR 
40 lac had been given out 
as immediate relief for the 
displaced and affected 
families as well as for tem-

porary restoration works. 
In August, funds amount-
ing to INR 5000 each was 
said to have been given to 
displaced families, as per 
SDRF norms.

The DC, who also 
heads the District Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity (DDMA), said that the 
administration was ready 
to provide for relief camps 
but the necessity did not 
arise. He acknowledged 
the community spirit of 
the Naga society, saying 
that the displaced were 
being given shelter by 
relatives and friends. He 
informed that the DDMA 
has also identified relief 
camps by communicating 
with colony panchayats, 
should a need from the 
camps arise.

On the other hand, the 
administrator expressed 
concern that some people 
were trying to take advan-
tage of the situation by 
filing false claims, some 
of which have been veri-
fied recently. While ap-
pealing to the people not 
to make undue claims, 
the DC cautioned that if 
anyone is found doing so, 
action would be initiated 
against them.

More on page 5

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
The Lotha Hoho on Mon-
day expressed surprise 
that the Naga Hoho was 
‘still unaware’ of the former 
having dissociated from 
the latter since 2008.

A statement from the 
Lotha Hoho reminded that 
its dissociation from the 
Naga Hoho was published 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 10: Altogether 
14 Naga organisations includ-
ing two political entities have 
signed a statement named 
the ‘Naga Collective Spirit,’ 
declaring their solidarity to the 
‘Naga political and historical 
rights,’ on September 8 at the 
Nagaland Police Complex at 
Chumukedima in Dimapur. 
The meeting was convened by 
the Forum for Nagaland Rec-
onciliation (FNR).

The accord contains four 
points one of which urges 
neighbours of Naga ancestral 
lands to partner with the Nagas 
to bring positive change and 
transformation in the region. 
“To embrace the common 
humanity we share with the 
various neighbours who border 
our Naga ancestral homeland. 
Honouring the Naga historical 
and political rights is not at the 
expense of our neighbours’ 
rights. Similarly, upholding our 
neighbours’ rights cannot be at 

the expense of Naga rights,” the 
statement read. 

When asked about the con-
tent of the accord, the convener 
of FNR Rev. Dr. Wati Aier told 
Eastern Mirror: “We were not 
trying to stir what the present 
political framework should be. 
That’s not our concern.”

Clarifying further he said, 
“It’s clear that the historic polit-
ical rights of the Nagas maybe 
unique but there are also other 
unique histories that we can’t 
undermine. While we are very 
passionate about the historic 
political rights of the Nagas. 
Let us not do it at the expense 
of others. The present politi-
cal talks will continue and we 
are not against that. But at the 
same time we must also be 
reminded that we are living in 
a global context.”

On the reason why Nagas 
of Myanmar and Arunachal 
Pradesh were not signatories of 
the ‘accord,’ Aier cited distance 
as a predicament and said 

“distance is very important.” 
The convener added that they 
were in solidarity with the ac-
cord though. “The situation is 
such that, it is very touchy. But 
we are satisfied with whoever 
signed the accord,” Aier said.

The vice president of the 
United Naga Council, NG Lorho, 
said that organisations and 
bodies that were not present 
during the signing of the state-
ment may sign it if they agree 
to it and added “anyone could 
sign.” He went on to say that 
the meeting was to “reason to-
gether” and sort out differences.  

Other points in the state-
ment included acceptance 
of the Naga people’s histori-
cal and political rights as the 
manifestation of their com-
mon hopes and dreams. It 
also decided to demonstrate 
statesmanship based on the 
principle of self-determination, 
and inclusive good governance 
that embraces a democratic 
vision, values of human rights, 

the rule of law and the inherent 
dignity of every human being 
as well as the collective dignity 
of all Nagas. Further, it resolved 
to “continue pursuing the path 
of reconciliation and justpeace 
(sic) through nonviolent means 
with greater resolve and com-
mitment.”

The signatories to the state-
ment included representa-
tives from the Nagaland Joint 
Christian Forum; Naga Moth-
ers’ Association; Naga Women 
Union, Manipur; Naga Hoho; 
Naga Students’ Federation; 
United Naga Council; All Naga 
Students’ Association, Ma-
nipur; Rengma Naga Peoples’ 
Council, Assam; Naga Peoples’ 
Movement for Human Rights; 
Consultative Committee on 
Just Peace; Naga Shisha Hoho; 
Forum for Naga Reconciliation. 
Besides, two legislators rep-
resenting the People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance and the Naga 
People’s Front also signed the 
agreement.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 10: The Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee (NPCC) also took to 
protest in Dimapur against the hike in fuel 
prices, and demanding for petrol and diesel 
to be brought under the ambit of the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST). 

Shops in downtown Dimapur remained 
open in the morning. But by around noon, 
most business establishments were shut.   

During a press conferencing at the 
NPCC’s office in Dimapur, the party’s presi-
dent, K Therie, stated that “The number one 
objective was to bring petrol, diesel, and LPG 
under GST which will reduce prices by at 
least INR 10-15.” 

Stating that the BJP government in Ra-
jasthan had announced tax cuts on petrol 
and diesel, which led to prices falling by INR 
two per litre, he wondered why the Nagaland 
government could not do the same.

 “We appeal for the reduction of VAT and 
Central Excise to ease the burden on the 
common man, adding that since 2014 it has 
increased by 211.7% on petrol and 443.06% 
on diesel and on LPG,” Therie said.

Therie made a comparison between 
the Manmohan Singh government and the 
Narendra Modi government: during the time 
of the former, fuel prices in Delhi were lower 
than those at present in spite of the high 
crude prices. He said that during the United 
Progressive Alliance’s tenure, crude price was 
USD 107.09, petrol price at INR 71.41 and 
diesel 55.49 as per May 16 2014. However, as 
of September 6, the present BJP government, 

with a low crude price of USD 73.00, petrol 
prices escalated to INR 79.51 and diesel to 
INR 71.55. 

Therie said that prices including those 
for transportation had gone up affecting 
the economy, especially the less privileged. 
“Who is paying this money? Every citizen, 
every household is paying for it,” he re-
marked. 

The general secretary of the NPCC GK 
Zhimomi maintained that the strike was 
purely voluntary as the issues not only con-
cerned the Congress party but people from 
all sections of the society. He mentioned that 
banners at fuel stations were found removed 
this morning, he said that the police com-
missioner had acknowledged the issue and 
assured proper investigation. “The constitu-
tion has granted us freedom of speech and 
also voice of dissent but some unscrupulous 
elements provoked us. However, the party 
did the job democratically,” he said.

Earlier in the day, officials of the NPCC 
led by their president, K Therie, and General 
Secretary GK Zhimomi marched to the po-
lice commissioner’s office where they sub-
mitted a memorandum. The party claimed 
that the banners put up at various locations, 
especially at more than 50 fuel stations yes-
terday, were found removed in the morning. 
They alleged that it was the government 
agencies that were at fault, and for which a 
compliant had been registered. 

“It was politically motivated. Public won’t 
do like this because they also want the prices 
to be cut down,” Zhimomi said.

Total failure 
in Kohima 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 10 (EMN): The 
‘Bharat bandh’ called by the 
Congress on Monday was 
a total failure in Kohima. 
Shops and fuel outlets re-
main opened throughout 
the day.

Speaking at the Congress 
Bhavan, the NPCC’s vice 
president, Khriedi Theünuo 
said that the strike a sudden 
event that was decided dur-
ing the All India Congress 
Committee’s meeting that 
was held on September 6, 
and that not enough time 
was given to organize it. 
Nonetheless, he said that the 
strike garnered considerable 
participation of people in 
other parts of the country .

Asserting that the Con-
gress was here to correct the 
‘corrupt system’ of the Modi-
led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) government, 
he called upon the people 
to stand and fight for the 
welfare of the people lest the 
people ‘continue to suffer’ in 
the hands of the NDA.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Sirji, I'm not supporting 
their party ho...I'm just 

staying at home because 
I can't afford petrol.

EntErtainmEnt
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The NRL fuel station, located in the heart of Dimapur right next to the clock tower, remains shut during the countrywide ‘bandh’ called 
by some opposition parties on Monday. 

Neiphiu Rio and Rajnath Singh   (Source: CMO)

Hundreds of people who have been 
rendered homeless as a result of 
extensive landslides occurring in 
different localities in the capital 
town continue to struggle to come 
to terms with the loss and trauma.

“Any small crushing sound 
wakes us up and we are unable to 
sleep, with the fear that the building 
we now live in might collapse 
anytime,” says Theyephu, a driver 
by profession and father of five, 
whose house was destroyed by a 
massive landslide at Pezielietsie 
colony. He built the house from a 
service loan. The house was washed 
away before he could finish paying 
off the loan. His family now resides 
in a rented apartment in Seikhazou 
which would cost them INR 5000 
per month.

For Neihu Theünuo, a retired 
sub-inspector of the state’s police 
establishment, his family of six 
members used to own a trendy 
home in the locality before 
landslides destroyed it. The house 
was constructed with his pension 
benefits. Now, they are living 
in a makeshift shelter made of 
corrugated sheets on a neighbour’s 
land. 

“My neighbour (the landowner) 
has been so generous. When we 
asked to occupy a small plot of 

his land on lease basis, he said we 
could stay on his land for free for as 
long as we are unable to rebuild our 
place,” Theünuo said emotionally. 
He said his family has no other land 
and they hope to level the area of 
their old plot once the subsidence 
ceases. “If not, we don’t have any 
choice other than pack our things 
and go back to our village,” he 
added while also saying that such a 
situation would affect his children’s 
education and future.

The Pezielietsie area is one of 
the most adversely affected sites 
in Kohima as both the gullies 
bordering it from Sepfüzou and 
Naga Bazar colonies on the opposite 
ends were washed away gradually. 
The inter-ministerial central team 
members who were recently in 
the state to assess the extent of 
damage also inspected the area. It is 
learned that the locality is inhabited 
mostly by pensioners, widows, and 
students. 

A 27 years old wife of a soldier, 
Zuhuvolu, a mother of three, is 
putting up at her parents’ house. 
Their house was washed away in 
July. She informed that her family 
was quite comfortable as compared 
to many other displaced families, 
even though they have to cram up 
in her parents’ small storeroom for 

the time being.
For Visheli, a single mother who 

takes care of her younger siblings, 
she is uncertain about their future. 
“We have rented a couple of rooms 
nearby for INR 3000 per month. But 
I don’t know how we are going to 
manage. We have been surviving on 
my father’s small pension but now 
with our small plot of land gone, I 
am still wondering how we are going 
to get by,” she said.

It is estimated that the people of 
the area lost properties worth INR 
five to 30 lac, which were mostly 
from earning and savings. Their 
biggest apprehension is whether 
the lands they bought through a 
lifetime of service to the government 
would remain theirs if the landslide 
continues to drag away chunks of 
earth in the area.

It was learned that besides the 
funds paid to them by the DDMA, 
other NGO have also contributed to 
help alleviate their plight. A church 
organisation was said to have 
recently donated INR 10000 each 
to each affected landowner; the 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) contributed essential 
commodities to displaced families; 
youth and public organization 
helped in shifting belongings of the 
affected families and so on.

Displaced families find compassion but traumatised
in the regional newspa-
pers on September 6 2016. 
“Hence the Lotha Hoho will 
not recognise any Lotha 
individual who may hold 
any official post or organisa-
tion or individual who may 
attend any programme/
meeting of the NH; but such 
an individual or organisation 
is deemed as self-styled and 
illegal and anti-Lotha. 

“The LH further con-
demns the action of Mr. 
Mhonchumo Mozhui, self-
styled cultural and custom-
ary affairs of NH. The said 
Mr. Mhonchumo Mozhui is 
asked to immediately demit 
his post in Naga Hoho lest 
the Lotha Hoho take disci-
plinary action against him,” 
the statement read. 

The Lotha organisation 
again asserted its dissocia-
tion from the Naga Hoho 
‘and will continue to remain 
so.’ “The Naga Hoho may 
also be reminded that the 
Central Nagaland Tribes 
Council (CNTC),  of which 
the LH is a constituent unit, 
had also dissociated from 
the Naga Hoho, vide media 
publication of 1st Septem-
ber 2016,” the statement 
read. 



Governor interacts with stakeholders, 
administration of Tuensang district 
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Discussions in progress at the School of International Studies in New Delhi.

PB Acharya along with children and caretakers of Kohdi Children Home in Tuensang.

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland, 
PB Acharya on Sep. 8 visited 
Tuensang district and inter-
acted with Tuensang Village 
Council, administrative 
officers, security agency, 
govt. officials, Chambers of 
Commerce, students and 
NGOs. He urged them to 
make contribution to CM 
Relief Fund for the people 
affected by the monsoon 
rains.

Interacting with the vil-
lage council members, he 
shared pain and grief for 
those who had lost their 
properties.

The governor stated 
that India is rich but Indians 
are poor due to unchecked 
system of corruption and 
malpractices in the society. 

In the name of devel-
opment only some politi-
cians, NGOs, contractors 
and some individuals are 
benefitted whereas large 
section of society are left 
out, he observed. 

Nagaland is blessed 
to be a Christian state, he 
said stating that Christian 
missionaries are the pio-
neers of education in In-
dia. As a Christian state, 
he urged that one must 
uphold Christian princi-
pal of brotherhood and 
look equally with rest of 
the people, Churches and 
educated people must lead 
for a change in the society, 
he said.

Pointing out that many 
educated Nagas are work-
ing hard in Metro cities and 
towns due to the lack of 
employment opportunities 
in state, the governor said 

Sasu serves ultimatum to Kiphire’s DEO
Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): The Seyo-
chung Area Students’ Union (Sasu) 
has served a seven-day ultimatum to 
the district education officer (DEO) 
of Kiphire, to take action against 
those teachers keeping proxy teach-
ers. The union appealed to the office 
to “abolish” the practice of proxy 
teachers within its jurisdiction.

Earlier, the union had served 
seven-day deadline to those teach-
ers who are keeping proxy teachers 
in government schools under its 
jurisdiction to report to duty to their 
respective schools. 

Despite the warning issued sev-
eral time in local dailies, the union 
president and general secretary 

stated that the erring teachers did 
not pay heed to their plea.  

The Sasu stated that if the au-
thority fails to take action towards 
erring teachers within the given 
deadline, it will take the matter to 
higher level and ‘the department 
in concern will be blamed for neg-
ligence.’

Speaker 
convenes 
LFA meeting
Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly speaker has con-
vened an executive board 
meeting of the Legislators’ 
Forum on AIDS (LFA) on 
Sep. 18, in the conference 
hall of Assembly Secretariat. 
All the members of the board 
are requested to attend the 
meeting soon after the meet-
ing of Legislators’ Forum on 
Naga political issue gets over. 

The executive board 
members of LFA is headed 
by chief minister as chief 
patron; speaker as patron 
and convenor; and leader of 
opposition as co-convenor 
with one member repre-
sentative each from all the 
districts. 

District representatives 
are Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky 
Kire–Kohima, Tovihoto 
Aye – Dimapur, R. Khing– 
Tseminyu Kuzholuzo Nienu- 
Phek, Dr. Chumben Murry 
– Wokha , Tokugha Sukhalu 
-Zunheboto, Temjen Imna 
Along-Mokokchung, Noke 
-Mon, Toshi Wungtung- Tu-
ensang, Namri Nchang – 
Peren, V Kashiho Sangtam 
-Kiphire, S Pangyu Phom– 
Longleng, and H Haiying 
–Noklak.

NPYC condemns 
removal of posters
Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN):  
The Nagaland Pradesh 
Youth Congress (NPYC) 
in strongest term con-
demned those responsi-
ble persons “whether the 
state govt. machineries or 
unscrupulous element” 
who had removed the 
poster and banner pasted 
in all the petrol pumps in 
and around Dimapur and 
Kohima in protest against 
hike of price in petroleum 
product by the present 

NDA Government. 
The NPYC general 

secretary (adm) Limay-
anba said those pasted 
banners and posters are 
in tandem to nationwide, 
‘Bharat Bandh’ protest, 
organised by the All In-
dia Congress Committee 
(AICC) on Sep. 10. 

The NPYC strongly 
demanded the authority 
in concern to book the 
culprit(s) at the earliest 
and bring justice. 

Special summary revision 
of e-rolls starts today
Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): The chief electoral officer of Nagaland, Abhijit Sinha has 
informed that the Election Commission of India (ECI) has issued an order for conduct 
of Special Summary Revision of photo electoral rolls of intensive nature with reference 
to Jan. 1 as the qualifying date, with the following schedule for the state.

Sl. No. Activities Period

1 Publication of integrated draft electoral 
roll

11th September 2018 (Tuesday)

2 Period for filing claims & objections 11th September 2018 (Tuesday) to 
31st October 2018 (Wednesday)

3 Special campaign dates 22nd September 2018 (Saturday) & 
13th October 2018 (Saturday)

4 Disposal of claims &  objections By 30th November 2018 (Friday)

5 Updating database and printing of 
supplement

By 5th January 2019 (Saturday)

6 Final publication of electoral roll 10th January 2019 (Thursday)

Pre-revision activities are training of officials, house to house field verification by 
the booth-level officers (BLOs), rationalization of polling stations and physical veri-
fication of buildings, and update of the control fables, integration and preparation of 
draft electoral rolls have been completed.

The CEO has informed that draft photo electoral rolls will be published in all the 
2227 polling stations by the concerned electoral registration officers (ERO) on Sep. 
11. Claims and objections in Form 6, 6A, 7, 8 and 8A will be received by the concerned 
BLO/assistant electoral registration officer/ERO from Sep. 11 to Oct 31.

Relevant forms may be obtained from the above electoral authorities or down-
loaded from www.eci.nic.in or www.ceo.nagaland.gov.in. Special campaign dates for 
receiving Forms will be held on Sep. 22 and Oct. 13 in all the polling station locations 
across the State.

After disposal of all the forms received, the final publication of the photo electoral 
rolls for the State will be done on Jan. 10

The final electoral rolls so published will be used for conduct of elections till the 
next revision.

All political parties and citizens have been requested to take a pro-active role and 
extend all possible help to the entire election machinery of the State in preparation of 
an accurate and error-free electoral roll.

Naga scholars host talk on UGC and question of autonomy
Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
The Naga Scholars As-
sociation (NSA) had or-
ganised a special talk on 
‘Higher education in In-
dia: UGC and the question 
of autonomy’ on Saturday, 
Sep. 8 at School of Inter-
national Studies, JNU in 
New Delhi. 

President of NSA Dr. 
Zuchamo Yanthan, in his 
welcome address stated 
that the proposed topic 
is relevant considering 
UCG’s reforms in higher 
education for better un-
derstanding on the issue 
whether autonomy in 
higher education is merely 
driven for financial ben-
efits or it will take univer-
sities into privatization 
rather than strengthening 
public funded institutions.

Re s o u rc e  p e r s o n s 
were Prof. Aditya Narayan 
Misra, former president 
of Duta & Fedcuta and 
Dr. Rajesh Jha, academic 
council member of Delhi 
University. 

Prof. Narayan Misra 
talked on the proposed bill 
of Higher Education Com-
mission of India (HECI) 
Act 2018, which repeals 
the UGC Act, 1956. He 

STATE

NPF censures PDA govt. for poor power supply 

Livingstone school conferred with two awards Indefinite closure of LPG 
agencies in Kohima
The All Kohima Indane Distributors’Association of 
Kohima has informed all the LPG customers that 
all the LPG agencies in Kohima will remain closed 
indefinitely in solidarity with the bandh called by the 
North Eastern Association of all LPG transporters. This 
was informed by the association general secretary on 
Monday.

Kohima DEO to host teachers’ 
award programme
The district education officer (DEO), Kohima will 
be organising ‘Kohima District Teachers Award’ cer-
emony on Sep. 13 at 10:30 am in the conference hall 
of the deputy commissioner’s office.  Retired direc-
tor of School Education will attend the event as the 
special guest. Prize distribution on various compe-
titions on Measles-Rubella Vaccination Campaign 
(MRVC) will be the highlight of the programme. 

LSU calls for general meeting 
The Liangmai Students’ Union of Nagaland has called 
a general meeting at Azailong village, Peren district on 
Sep. 14 at 6 pm. All the students have been requested 
to attend the meeting with five representatives each.

Lotha students to hold 
presidential meeting
The Lotha Students’Union (LSU) would be holding its 
presidential meeting on Sep. 12 at 11 am in its news 
office building, Okying Wokha. All circle and range 
president have been asked to attend the meeting 
without fail. Senior and committee members of the 
union are invited to attend the meeting.

Dept. heads meeting on Sep. 12
The chief secretary of Nagaland, R Benchilo Thong 
has convened a meeting for all the administrative 
heads of department (AHoD) and head of depart-
ments (HoD) on Sep. 12 at 2 pm in the  conference 
hall of the Secretariat in Kohima. All the AHoDs and 
HoDs have been asked to attend the meeting posi-
tively. as informed by 

Meeting for 6th MIC and CWB 
The first state level steering committee meeting 
for the conduct of the 6th Minor Irrigation Census 
(MIC) and the Census of Water Bodies (CWBs) has 
been scheduled on Sep. 18 at 11 am in the confer-
ence hall of the Chief Engineer, Water Resources 
department.

Mengujuma youths ban hunting
The Mengujuma Youth Organization (MYO) has 
informed of its decision to ban hunting, fishing and 
collection of forest products within its jurisdiction. 
The organisation has warned that violators will be 
punished as per the resolution of the youth body.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) on Monday 
castigated the present “deplorable” 
power supply in the state as the 
poor consumers continues to reel 
in the summer heat with no sign 
of relief from the department in 
concern. 

Stating that Nagaland being a 
power consuming state has never 
faced such kind of power scarcity 
in the recent years, the NPF stated 
that the present People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA) government 
is responsible and answerable to 
the people for “the recent chaotic 
development in the power sector.”

The NPF pointed out that un-
like the dry season, there can never 
be an excuse on lean season as the 
same power engineers were there 
in the department along with its 
staff making all effort for good 

power supply in the state and the 
consumers will be clearing their 
dues as before.

“Power consumption may have 
little more increase but there is 
always a state power purchase sys-
tem which can never be decrease 
at all. The summer rain or for that 
matter, the inclement weather are 
natural features that passed every 
year, yet power supply in the state 
was never like this year under the 
PDA government,” the NPF stated.

It asserted that the present the 
PDA government must realize how 
the people of the state are living day 
to day with power irregularities.

Taking into consideration of 
students’ examinations, hospitals, 
industries sector, business com-
munities, and emergency related 
issues, the NPF said the public has 
been facing great hardship.

The NPF alleged that the Gov-
ernment of the day has become 
“very callous and has not taken due 
cognizance to improve the electric-
ity supply but remain complacent 
to the distress of the people of the 
state.”

“Instead of talking tall and walk-
ing high with promises, the NPF 
urged the present ruling PDA govt 
to attend to the basic necessities 
of the people and suggest the state 
government to be more emphatic 
and understanding towards the 
plight of the people who are fac-
ing the onslaught of intermittent 
power outages and to restore the 
improvement of the power sup-
ply without further delay if the 
PDA Government really want to 
keep alive their infamous slogan, 
“Change is Coming,” the press re-
lease stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN):  Living-
stone Foundation Hr. Sec. School 
of Dimapur was conferred with two 
awards of the National School Award 
(NSA) in India at a recent  ceremony 
in New Delhi.

The school was awarded the 
‘Best Residential Boarding School’ 
of the year award and the ‘Most Na-
ture Friendly School Award,’ it was 
informed.  

An update from the school au-
thority stated the NSA is stated one of 
the biggest awards in education sec-
tor in India. This platform is meant 
to standardize every school of each 
state for their best practices which 

are involved in making India’s future.
The award is presented every 

year and ranks the schools accord-
ing to the best practices to develop 
young minds of the nation.  The 
awards were presented to schools 
with 15 special categories at the 
state-level. The schools will get an 
opportunity to get recognition at 
the national-level. NSA is awarded 
to those schools which are putting 
their best efforts to promote overall 
educational standards of India, it 
infromed. 

The prominent areas of the NSA 
include state-level recognition, na-
tional-level recognition, national 

principal forum, contribution in girl 
child and slum education, competi-
tive spirit and facilities to schools.

On the basis of the all India sur-
vey by NSA jury, the awards have 
been conferred considering differ-
ent parameters like CBSE board 
result of grade 10th and 12th, ac-
complishments of school in IIT-JEE, 
NEET, KVPY, NSEC, NSEP, innovative 
teaching pedagogy being adopted 
by school, projects and assignments 
being given to students, educational 
trips and excursions, physical infra-
structure and other facilities being 
provided for academics as well as 
sports.

“We should ask ourselves 
why we are still backward 
when others states are far 
advanced under the same 
government.”

Governor on his way 
to take stock of the areas 
affected by torrential rains, 
stopover at the Govern-
ment Polytechnic and in-
teracted with the student 
and faculties at the institu-
tion. He called upon the 
students to work hard and 
open up their minds for a 
fast changing world.  He 
said that everyone should 
equip with current affairs 
in the world of competition. 

Grants two-month re-
mittance to district jail in-
mates 

On the second day, 
Acharya visited District Jail 
Tuensang and interacted 
with the inmates where he  
encouraged them to make 
use of their time to bring 
change to their life. 

He granted two-month 
remittance to the inmates 
according to their crimes 
and also distributed eatable 
items to the inmates. 

Governor along with the 
district administration fur-
ther visited children homes 
in Tuensang and interacted 

with them. 
Acharya also had a 

meeting with the Chang-
sao Chang women organi-
sationand shared welfare 
programs for women. He 
also mentioned recruiting 
more women in Nagaland 
Armed Police (NAP). He 
further encouraged wom-
enfolk to enter into politics 
and change the mindset of 
the community. 

The governor donated 
one lakh towards Changsao 
Thangjam Setshang.He also 
held a meeting with Hindu- 
Muslim community in Tu-
ensang town at CKS Hall.

stated that the proposed 
bill is designed towards 
strangulating higher edu-
cation in India by destroy-
ing the autonomy that is 
given to all universities 
and institutions. He cited 
an example of colonial 
times when Lord Curzon 
attempted to appropriate 
higher education through 
a similar legislation which 
was resisted. 

“A  re s o l u t i o n  w a s 
passed by the then Ma-
dras Session of Congress 
to claim autonomy for the 
University system as no 
University can be called a 
University without an or-

ganic system of autonomy 
and freedom from every 
governmental control,” 
he said. 

Prof. Misra argued that 
while the UGC Act man-
dated the commission ‘to 
inquire into the financial 
needs of universities’ and 
‘allocate and disburse, out 
of the fund of the commis-
sion’ to the universities 
(under section 12 of the 
UGC Act, 1956). However, 
after the HECI, he said 
now the Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment (MHRD) has taken 
over ‘the allocations to 
be made to universities, 

which will convert univer-
sities into merely depart-
ment of the government.’ 

This  wil l  certainly 
bring universities under 
the strict and direct finan-
cial control of the MHRD, 
he said while adding that 
the financial control by 
the ministry will be used 
for promoting govern-
ment agenda in place of 
objective universal knowl-
edge. 

He further stated that 
this advent of regulatory 
body means privatiza-
tion of higher education 
in India, which will make 
higher education inacces-

sible for poor, SC, ST and 
OBC students. 

One of the proposed 
functions of HECI is to 
lay down the standard for 
autonomous colleges and 
graded autonomy for uni-
versities, which is nothing 
but blatant privatization 
and contractualisation of 
universities.

The prof. also ques-
t i o n e d  t h e  o n g o i n g 
uniform syllabi that is 
implemented across uni-
versities in India which he 
said is going against di-
versification of education 
in the country. He point-
ed out of how universi-
ties across the advanced 
countries do not have any 
uniformity in their syl-
labi. He strongly stated 
that diversification of edu-
cation is important as it 
contributes to the process 
of generating varieties of 
knowledge and modes of 
its dissemination. 

Prof. Misra also raised 
some pertinent concerns 
- why private universi-
ties are not allowed to 
design their own syllabi, 
why budget allocation 
on education has come 
down so drastically, why 

teachers not allowed de-
signing their own syllabi, 
why there is huge cut in 
research enrolment, why 
there are huge cut off 
funding in research labo-
ratories. He further ques-
tioned on strengthening 
scope for privatization 
rather than strengthen-
ing public funded institu-
tions. 

He maintained that 
there is lack of inclusion 
in the education system 
in India and the higher 
education has lost its 
independence and fast 
becoming like any other 
government department. 

He said that the chal-
lenge now is scholars 
across India should work 
hard to re-establish its lost 
glory that is bringing back 
the autonomy in all the 
universities in the country. 
His other main concern is 
also privatization of edu-
cation in the country and 
the total exploitations by 
the private universities. 
He ended his lecture by 
asking whether India’s 
fight for freedom is worthy 
of such pathetic welfare 
state where universities 
are losing their autonomy. 
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Dimapur records highest suicide cases  in Nagaland

Nagaland DGP launches Dimapur Police’s website

Consumers Rights: Nagaland still lacks awareness 

NRMSATA-2016 seeks clarification 

STATE

EM Images
Present DGP of Nagaland, TJ Longkumer launching the new and improved website of the Dimapur Police 
at the police commissioner’s office, Dimapur on Sep. 10. 

Source: As per Crime Branch Kohima

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 10: Suicide 
or suicidal tendencies is 
a worldwide human phe-
nomenon. Nagaland is 
also not immune to sui-
cide cases as there are re-
ported cases from time to 
time. Unfortunately, for so 
many years these unfortu-
nate incidents have been 
treated in a casual manner 
with the society terming 
the person who commit-
ted suicide as a coward, or 
someone possessed by the 
devil, and even go to the 
extent of ‘discontinuing 
using his/her name in the 
family’. However, of late, 
due to the improvement 
in education, the proper 
dissemination of infor-
mation and the proper 
understanding of the hu-
man psyche especially 
with regard to depression, 
suicide cases or suicidal 
tendencies are being taken 
seriously in every section 
of the society. 

A s  p e r  t h e  C r i m e 
Branch Kohima record, 
as reported by Serendip 
Guardians a nongovern-
mental organisation direc-
tor Rini Ghose, the record 
from 2016- Aug. 2018 re-
ports that Dimapur has 
the highest percentage of 
suicide in Nagaland.  

As per records avail-
able with the Kohima 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 10: Director 
General of Police (DGP), 
Nagaland, TJ Longkumer 
(IPS), formally launched 
the Dimapur police web-
site, www.dimapurpolice.
in on September 10 at the 
Dimapur Police Commis-
sioners Office. 

In his brief address, 
Longkumer, who is also 
on his maiden visit to 
the commissioner’s of-
fice, lauded the various 
achievements made by 
Dimapur Police. He high-
lighted on certain chal-
lenges that lie ahead and 
the need to accordingly 
strategize and upgrade 
the current system of the 
district policing. 

He also interacted with 
the officers and staffs of 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 10: More 
than 30 years have passed 
since the enactment of 
Consumer Protection Act 
(CPA), 1986, which deals as 
an attempt to remove the 
helplessness of consumers 
against the powerful and 
dominant players like the 
merchant and business-
men, often described as 
racketeers.

Sadly in Nagaland, the 
awareness about the CPA 
is miserably low giving 
the racketeers, an upper 
hand to exploit consumers’ 
rights and an advantage to 
dominate the market.

In regards to this, the 
Nagaland Voluntary Con-
sumers’ Organisation 
(NVCO), through a press 
release, has recently stated 
various complaints about 
to consumers rights’ ex-
ploitation including the 
various courier services 
where the letters or parcel 
which has been paid for 
home delivery have never 
performed in that manner 
but having the ‘behaviour 
of calling over phone with a 
request to come and collect 
it at the their counter.’ 

Recently the NVCO 
stated that they received 
a complaint stating that 
a courier counter in Di-
mapur refused to deliver 
to homes with a reason 
that they do not have man 
power.

The NVCO condemned 
the action of the people 
who were running courier 
services in any name or 
form for not delivering the 
letters or parcel to the con-
sumer’s home which has 

been paid already.  
The NVCO president, 

Kezhokhoto Savi in a press 
statement, said that he 
received complaints from 
consumers about butchers 
manipulating the weighing 
scale at Lower Chandmari 
junction taxi stand in Ko-
hima. 

Savi said that he per-
sonally visited the said 
butcher shop early morn-
ing on Sep. 5 and ‘detected 
that an extra meat and 
bones were kept at one cor-
ner of the plate where meat 
is kept for measurement 
and the balance is kept in 
such a manner where buy-
ers could not see’. 

“The butcher shop 
did not have license. The 
NVCO condemned the 
action of the butchers for 
their ‘misbehaviours and 
unethical’ business tech-
nique,” Savi stated. 

The NVCO president 
also stated that he had re-
ceived a complaint that 
a Notice Inviting Tender 
(NIT) by the director of 
Postal Services, Nagaland 
division in Kohima for 
leasing of office premises 
building on rent and al-
leged of certain discrep-
ancies in this regard. He 
said that the complainant’s 
building was selected but 
thereafter no communica-
tion was made despite the 
lapse of considerable time.

In a telephonic inter-
view with Eastern Mirror, 
the president of NVCO, 
Kezhokhoto Savi said that 
‘Nagaland still lacks aware-
ness’ about the CPA. 

“We take the advantage 
of consumers’ complaints 

and expose it through the 
media so that the society 
will be well aware of such 
exploitation,” he explained.

Saying that the govern-
ment also has to play their 
part of the role to make the 
public aware, Savi recalled 
the recent cases about the 
detection of formalin in 
fish, all over Nagaland. 

“The people and the 
department were not 
aware of it. When huge 
amount of formalin in fish 
were detected by some 
concerned department, 
only then the government 
agency woke up,” he di-
vulged.

“The role of the state 
government is also impor-
tant but the public, as a 
consumer, must be aware 
so that they can awaken 
the government,” Savi 
maintained.

On being asked about 
how to resolve such prob-
lems, Savi told this reporter 
that the main role lies with 
the public. “As an organisa-
tion, we do not have the 
authority or rights to act 
on our own so we can-
not take any action on our 
part, expect to create more 
awareness,” he lamented.

According to Savi, it is 
the duty of the consum-
er to know how examine 
the products that they 
are checking such as the 
manufacturing date, the 
ingredients, and the nu-
tritional information.  “If 
they are aware of it, they 
will know that such sub-
standard products will lead 
to skin cancer and rashes,” 
he added.

Savi also mentioned KG-2794

FELICITATION
The member of the ANPHI Union 
extends our heartiest congratulations 
to Shri. N. Temjensoba Ao President 
of Nagaland Bhasha Academy, 
Dimapur on receiving the prestigious 
WORLD HINDI AWARD on 
the occasion of 11th World Hindi 
Conference held from 18th to 20th 
August 2018 in the Republic of 
Mauritius.
We are proud of the recognition 
given to him for his hard work and 
dedication towards Promotion and 
Propagation of Hindi which is a great encouragement for all.
The Union Wishes and prays that God Almighty continue to bless 
him and bring more laurels in all his future endeavours.

Shri. Ramnath                                                      Shri. Hezheto
     Secretary                 President
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OFFICE OF THE
ALL NAGALAND (PVT) HINDI INSTITUTIONS UNION

HEAD OFFICE: BURMA CAMP, DIMAPUR-797112, NAGALAND

YEAR No. of Cases Reg-
istered in Naga-
land

No. of Cases Reg-
i s t e re d  i n  D i-
mapur

% of cases from 
Dimapur

2016 25 13 52%

2017 23 14 60%

2018 (Jan to Aug) 10 5 50%

Suicide cases in Nagaland

crime branch on suicide 
cases state-wide; Dimapur  
accounting for 13 out of 
25 suicide cases that oc-
curred in 2016; 14 out of 
23 in 2018 and 5 out 10 in 
2018 (Jan.-Aug.) 

Although the Dimapur 
police could not confirm 
the report, but available 
records indicate that Di-
mapur with the highest 
number, unfortunately 
leads.    

According to World 
He a l t h  O rg a n i s a t i o n 
(WHO) close to 800,000 
people die due to suicide 
every year, which roughly 
translate as one person per 
every 40 seconds and sui-
cide was the leading cause 
of death among 15 to 29 
years old annually. For 
each person committing 
suicide, there are another 
20 who have attempted 

suicide. This was reported 
by Serendip Guardians 
director Rini Ghose on 
“World suicide prevention 
day” at Father’s House 
Church at 7th mile in Di-
mapur on Mon. Sep. 10.

The theme for this 
year’s “World suicide pre-
vention day” was “Work-
ing together for suicide 
prevention”.

Suicide, Ghose ex-
plained was the act or 
instance of taking one’s 
own life voluntarily and 
intentionally and a com-
bination of individual, 
relationship, commu-
nity, and societal factors  
contributing to the risk 
of suicide cases which 
has become a growing 
concern. The occasion 
started in 2003 but gained 
popularity globally only by 
2013-2014, she said.

Suicide attempt is 
considered as an offence 
under Section 309 of In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) and 
decriminalisation under 
the Mental Healthcare Act 
(MHCA), 2017. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
MHCA, 2017, a person 
who attempt suicide is 
presumed to have severe 
stress, which means it is 
triggered by mental illness 
and should not be crimi-
nalised.

It imposes on the govt. 
a duty to provide care, 
treatment, and rehabili-
tation of the person to 
ensure that there was no 
recurrence of attempt to 
suicide.

Decr iminal isat ion 
might lead to openly seek-
ing help, improvement in 
epidemiological data, bet-
ter planning, and resource 

allocation. 
Cultural taboos and sui-
cide
Drawing attention on 
people’s perception with 
suicide, Ghose asserted 
that death was categorised 
into two-natural and un-
natural and suicide was 
categorised as the latter. 
And such death was not 
given due diligence while 
dehumanizing the dead as 
well as the family.
Our response to suicide
Ghose said there is myth 
associated with suicide 
as she expounded that 
the first myth about sui-
cide was ‘once someone 
is suicidal, he or she will 
always remain suicidal’. 
To this, she elucidated 
‘heightened suicide risk 
was often short term and 
situation specific. While 

suicidal thoughts might 
return, they are not per-
manent and an individual 
with previously suicidal 
thoughts and attempts 
can go on to live a long life’.

The second myth she 
addressed was ‘talking 
about suicide is a bad idea 
and can be interpreted 
as encouragement’. How-
ever, the fact was ‘given the 
widespread stigma around 
suicide, most people con-
templating suicide do not 
know whom to speak to. 
Rather than encouraging 
suicidal behaviours, talk-
ing openly can give an 
individual other option or 
the time to rethink his/her 
decision, thereby prevent-
ing suicide’.

On myth three where 
people perceive ‘only 
people with mental dis-
orders are suicidal’, she 
enlightened that suicidal 
behaviours indicate deep 
unhappiness but not nec-
essarily mental disorders. 
Many people living with 
mental disorders are not 
affected by suicidal behav-
iours, and not all people 
who take their own lives 
have a mental disorder.

“The majority of the 
suicides have been pre-
ceded by warning signs 
whether verbal or behav-
ioural. There is some sui-
cide which occurs without 

warnings. But it is impor-
tant to understand what 
the warning signs are and 
look out for them” clari-
fied Ghose on the notion 
that most suicides happen 
suddenly without warn-
ing.

 On the contrary, sui-
cidal people are ambiva-
lent about living or dying. 
Someone may act impul-
sively and die a few days 
later even though they 
would have loved to live 
on. Access to emotional 
support at the right time 
can prevent suicide she 
addressed while clarifying 
on the myth that someone 
who is suicidal is deter-
mined to die.

A person who talk 
about suicide does not 
mean to do it was a myth 
as people who talk about 
suicide might be reaching 
out for help or support, 
underlined Ghose as she 
reported that a significant 
number of people con-
templating suicide are 
experiencing anxiety, de-
pression and hopelessness 
and may feel that there 
was no other option.
Risk factors
Depression, mental illness 
and substance abuse are 
a risk factor for suicide 
and mental or addictive 
disorders are associated 
with 90% of suicides. 60% 

of those who contemplate 
suicide suffer from depres-
sion, reported Ghose.

Even lack of parental 
support and alienation 
from and within the fam-
ily, youth growing up with-
out making meaningful 
connections with adults, 
school environment, and 
previous attempts are 
at risk.  A cultural factor 
where suicide may be seen 
as a rational response to 
shame was another risky 
factor. A survivor Heiko 
Kent (name used with 
consent) who lost his par-
ents when he was at the 
age of six and eleven years, 
sharing his testimony of 
defeating suicidal tenden-
cies, remarked that it was 
imperative to build genu-
ine relationship which was 
missing in our society. 

“I know more than 10 
friends who have lost their 
life to suicide. And with my 
experiences I have realised 
that we need to have good 
convention and be a good 
listener”, shared Kent. The 
other person is always in a 
hurry to give advice and be 
judgmental which leaves 
more room for a person 
going through a difficult 
situation, he addressed. As 
a survivor, he advised that 
the society need to be non 
judgemental empathic 
listener.        

the office and assured to 
extend full co-operation 
and assistance to every-
one.

Since the opening of 
the website in 2015, about 
4000 visitors have ac-

cessed the website. Several 
features of the previous 
version have been incor-
porated in the present 
version to make it more vi-
brant and visitor friendly. 

It was informed that in 

order to make the website 
more informative and in-
teractive, the present web-
site has added features 
which will be one of its 
first to be provided by any 
district police in Nagaland. 

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): Close on the heels of their calling 
off the agitation recently, the NRMSTA -2016 Batch today 
appealed the government to make an official statement 
or official press release on the notice served on the service 
termination by  Sep. 17.

A press release stated that notice served on Aug. 17 
warned that failure to sign the then office memo by Sept 17 
would lead to termination of RMSA teachers’ appointment. 
But with the outcome of new development to review the 
memorandum by the competent authority, there is scepti-
cism and confusion among the aggrieved teachers as to the 
notice served and its deadline.  ‘The teachers have been 
verbally assured by the principal secretary of no termination 
until the review of the memorandum by Sep. 29’.The release, 
in the larger interest of the aggrieved teachers , appealed the 
government to make an official statement or official press re-
lease on the notice served on service termination by Sep. 17. 

about the present Bharat 
Bandh that is prevalent in 
the country. “With the rise 
in prices in essential com-
modities through Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
the entire mainland people 
are fighting whereas most 
of our people are still igno-
rant as they are not aware 

of consumer rights. We 
remain in our complaint 
and we do not do much,” 
he sighed.

Savi also said that the 
government of India has 
requested the states several 
times to establish slaughter 
house. “Almost all the states 
have established slaughter 

house but Nagaland is yet 
to establish it,” he com-
plained while adding that 
“the concerned municipal 
councils should not only 
collect money for taxes 
but should also contribute 
their services by providing 
experts to make sure that 
food in market is safe.”

• Domain:  www.di-
mapurpolice.in

•	 Home	page	:	 	Online	
Services 

Police verification: online 
police verification where 
a citizen can easily apply 
online for police verifica-
tion by filling his or her 
details online at any time 
without having to visit the 
police station.

Lost Reports: Report lost of 
mobile phones, or wants 
to obtain the same mobile 
number and other related 
matter. 

Wanted List: Citizens can 
view the persons wanted 
by police with regard to 
different cases and assist 

the law enforcing agencies 
in different manners. It 
will also include a missing 
person page too for the 
public to trace and inform 
the police. 
Contact us: A citizen can 
send his/her complaints, 
suggestions, information 
etc. to the police directly. 
Anonymity and confiden-
tiality will be maintained 
and acts as a useful plat-
form for citizens to con-
nect with Dimapur Police. 
An archive page: The new 
version also has an archive 
page which will record the 
activities of the Dimapur 
Police and will act as a Dig-
ital Record for the days to 
come.

Features
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Assam rights activist files complaint against Rahul Gandhi on ‘bandh’

‘Bharat Bandh’ affects normal life in Tripura

More than 400 protestors detained

Businesses brought to halt in Arunachal Pradesh

Manipur schools bear the brunt 

Meghalaya CM inaugurates Christian College in TuraManipur govt. seeks to revive School libraries 

Morigaon, Sep. 10 (PTI): 
A human rights activist 
in Assam filed a police 
complaint Monday against 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi, alleging harass-
ment of common peo-
ple in the state owing to a 
bandh sponsored by his 
party on the issue of ris-
ing fuel prices, following 
which an FIR has been 
registered, police said.

In his complaint at 
Morigaon Sadar police 
station, Raju Mahanta, the 
president of NGO Sahai, 
said Congress members 
violated the rights of the 
common people in Assam. 

Even patients on their 
way to hospital faced ob-
structions on the road due 
to the bandh, Mahanta, 
whose NGO works for the 
rights of destitute, elderly 
people and underprivi-
leged children, said in his 
complaint.

“On the basis of the 
complaint, an FIR has 
been registered against 
the president of the party,” 
a senior police officer said.

The FIR was regis-
tered in the case referring 
to Gauhati High Court’s 
last year verdict, which 
declared all strikes in the 
state as “illegal and un-
constitutional”, the officer 
said.

The Congress had 
called for Bharat Bandh 
Monday in protest against 
the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment’s inability to curb 
fuel prices or arrest the 
depreciation of rupee.

Normal life was af-
fected in BJP-ruled As-
sam earlier in the day 
with bandh supporters 
attempting to stop move-
ment of trains, blocking 
national highways and 
burning tyres.

Some protesters were 
also seen setting up bam-
boo barricades to pre-
vent movement of public 
vehicles, causing incon-
venience to students and 
office-goers, officials said.

Agartala, Sep. 10 (IANS): A 
nationwide shutdown or 
Bharat Bandh called by the 
opposition Congress, Left 
and other parties against 
the increasing prices of 
fuel affected normal life in 
the BJP-ruled Tripura on 
Monday.

Most markets, shops 
and business establish-
ments were closed and 
private and passenger ve-
hicles remained off the 
roads. Government of-
fices and some banks were 
open but employee at-
tendance was low.

Flights operated to-
and-from Agartala while 
the Northeast Frontier 
Railways operated their 
trains with very few pas-
sengers.

Inspector General of 
Police (Law and Order) 
K.V. Sreejesh told IANS that 
there were no untoward 
incidents reported from 
any part of the state. 

The Congress and Left 
parties maintained that 
the shutdown was total 
and successful while the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party claimed that the peo-
ple rejected the Bharat 
Bandh in Tripura.

Several Congress party 
workers were arrested for 
holding demonstrations in 
different places and creat-
ing obstacles in front of 
government offices.

Manipur Lok Sabha 
member Thokchom Mein-
ya along with two party 
leaders from Assam, Wajed 

Ali Choudhury and Abdur 
Rauf, were also arrested 
here. 

Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
Lok Sabha member from 
Tripura Sankar Prasad 
Dutta told the media 
that braving the threat of 
ruling BJP and the state 
government, the state’s 
people unitedly observed 
the shutdown to protest 
against the rising prices 
of transport fuel and es-
sentials.

The ruling BJP, howev-
er, claimed that the “peo-
ple outrightly rejected the 
‘Bharat Bandh’ as it did not 
serve their interest”.

“Normal works were 
done in government of-
fices and in most places in 

Tripura. Ongoing process 
of panchayat elections was 
also carried out all over 
Tripura. 

As plying of vehicles 
was little less, govern-
ment employees and 
other workers went to 
their places of work with 
their own arrangements,” 
BJP General Secretary 
Pratima Bhowmik told 
IANS.

“As a national party, 
BJP’s policy is always 
against any shut down as 
the party gives top prior-
ity to development and 
peace besides the interest 
of the common and poor 
people. Any kind of ‘bandh’ 
or strike affected the devel-
opment and interest of the 
people.”

Around 400 bandh sup-
porters were detained in 
different parts of Tripura 
Monday for trying to dis-
rupt normal life, a senior 
police officer said.

The bandh call by op-

position Congress and Left 
parties over spiralling fuel 
prices and rupee depre-
ciation, however, failed to 
evoke much response in 
the BJP-ruled state, he said.

All government offices, 

including the civil secre-
tariat, conducted business 
as usual and public vehi-
cles plied on roads like any 
other day, Officiating AIG 
(Law and Order) Subrata 
Chakraborty said.

“The strike was totally 
violence-free and no un-
toward incident was re-
ported from any part of the 
state so far. More than 400 
picketers were detained for 
trying to enforce bandh,” 

Normal life was affected in 
Arunachal Pradesh Mon-
day by the Bharat bandh 
called by the Congress 
to protest the rising fuel 
prices.

All shops and business 
establishments including 
banks and educational 
institutions were closed in 
the state and private vehi-
cles were off the road.

In the state capital 
about 100 Congress ac-
tivists including Mahila 
Congress workers, Youth 
Congress president Geli 
Ete and Arunachal Pradesh 
Congress Committee 

(APCC) secretary John 
Taksing were arrested by 
police, a police officer said.

The protesters burnt 
tyres in many places in the 
state capital and in vari-
ous other places to block 
roads, Superintendent of 
Police, Itanagar, M Harsh 
Vardhan said.

AICC general secre-
tary Jarjum Ete alleged 
that the SP used abusive 
language against several 
Mahila Congress activists 
and a complaint would be 
lodged against him with 
the DGP.

However, the SP denied 

the allegation saying that 
after repeated pleas from 
him the party resorted to 
pelting stones and created 
law and problem situation 
much before the bandh 
timing.

“Being a responsible 
party, such activities are 
not expected from the 
Congress,” the SP added.

Arunachal Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
president Takam Sanjoy 
claimed that the bandh is 
total and peaceful.

The SP, however, said 
many shops and petrol 
pumps are open.

Imphal Sep. 10 (IANS): 
The ‘Bharat bandh’ against 
the rising fuel prices called 
by the Congress and the 
Left parties severely af-
fected normal life in Ma-
nipur, as all educational 
institutes were closed and 
attendance in offices was 
very thin.

Congress MLA Mirabai 
said: “We are protesting 
against the soaring prices 
of petrol, diesel and es-
sential commodities. The 
government should take 
up steps to bring down the 
prices”.

P. Saratchandra, a Con-

gressman said: “The BJP 
says that it loves the poor 
sections of people. But it is 
escalating the prices. Po-
lice are trying to disperse 
us saying that it is illegal 
to hold strike. But the NDA 
government is hitting the 
people below the belt”.

Former Chief Minis-
ter and now opposition 
leader Okram Ibobi led 
a rally of the party MLAs 
and members in Imphal. 
All markets in the city and 
many other districts were 
shut.

All commercial vehi-
cles were off the road, men 

and women came out at 
several places to burn 
tyres and block all kinds 
of vehicular movements. 

There were heated face 
offs between police and 
the Congress members at 
several places. 

People coming from 
other parts of the coun-
try were stranded in the 
mountainous stations 
along the highways since 
the buses could not enter 
the city. 

Many trucks bring-
ing fuel and essential 
commodities were also 
stranded.

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma today in-
augurated the Tura Christian 
College in the presence of 
Chief Advisor to Chief Min-
ister Thomas A. Sangma and 
a host of other dignitaries 
including legislator Saleng A. 
Sangma and Brening Sang-
ma.  

Tura Christian College is 
an initiative of Garo Baptist 
Convention. The chief min-
ister office in Meghalaya is-
sued a press release on Mon. 
Sep. 10.

Speaking at the inaugural 
ceremony, the chief minister 
said that the government’s 
priority is education and all 
efforts are being made to 
upscale education infrastruc-

ture and facilities in the state. 
“We have a lot of challenges 
in the education sector but 
our determination is there. 
We are systematically making 
an attempt to address issues 
and concerns with regards 
to improving education in 
the state,” said Conrad K. 
Sangma.

Co n g ra t u l a t i n g  Tu ra 
Christian College for their 
humble beginnings to impart 
higher educational facilities 
in Tura, the chief minister 
recollected his late father 
P.A. Sangma, who had always 
guided them to ensure that 
education is accorded the top 
most priority.

“The government has ac-
corded education as the pri-
ority sector for enhancing so-

cio-economic development 
of the state. We are working 
to ensure that government 
is able to take education to 
its next level with collective 
and collaborative approach 
through different stakehold-
ers,” he added.

He told that in every cabi-
net meeting 50 percent of the 
agenda revolves around edu-
cation department and the 
government was sincere and 
committed to address differ-
ent challenges and shortcom-
ings of the department.  

“There is an urgent need 
for not just proper education 
in Meghalaya but quality 
education that would incul-
cate good virtue and values 
in the student,” he said, while 
urging educational institutes 

to include human touch to 
education.

He had a word of advise 
to all in his speech as he said 
that as officers, education-
ists and politicians it should 
be their responsibility to not 
just be in hurry to clear files, 
pass students and approve 
schemes but to take it up 
at their level to justify and 
change the lives of the people 
and future of the children.

“We should be responsi-
ble enough and understand 
the purpose of being in a 
position and never give up 
and work to fulfill the dreams 
and aspiration of our people. 
We have to be God fearing, 
respectful to our elders and 
the love the nation as we dis-
charge our duties,” he added.

Our correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 10 (EMN): The 
government is planning to re-
vive the library for select Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
Schools in the state, stated Ed-
ucation Minister Thokchom 
Radheshyam. Highlighting the 
importance of library he said 
that it is not only important in 
terms of education but also in 
inculcating the habit of reading 
among the young minds.

The minister was speaking 
as the chief guest at the One Day 
Public Awareness Programme 
held in memory of Late Dr Hui-
rongbam Atulchandra Singh for 
his contribution in Establishing 
Public Library in Manipur at Li-
brary Conference Hall, Manipur 
University.

Radheshyam said that the 

library stores knowledge in the 
form of book and resources. 
Whenever one looks up for a 
record or information, library 
can be a source of it. Books, 
he added are the expression of 
the experiences of one’s life in 
which the image of a society is 
reflected. He also said creative 
writing among the people needs 
to be motivated to flourish and 
built a momentum of popular-
ising the literature.

He said that the decline in 
the habit of reading among the 
children could be because they 
are being pushed towards get-
ting higher grades and passing 
the exam rather than encourag-
ing them to read and learn. To 
prepare the young minds for 
the challenges that would be 
thrown in life, he emphasised 

that library plays an important 
role. He said that books are one 
of the binding forces that could 
ensure peace and tranquility 
in the state. He added that by 
reading books and understand-
ing the values of the practices 
about the culture, custom and 
traditions, one can reinstate 
harmony in diversity.

The minister also urged for 
concerted effort from every 
section of the society to work 
for uplifting the government 
school. He said it is important 
that public should regard the 
school as their own and protect 
the school property. 

The purest form of holiness 
is the school where children 
from different background 
come to get education to se-
cure the future, he added.

Pti

Congress in-charge for Assam, Harish Rawat, and party supporters during ‘Bharat Bandh’ protest called by Congress and other parties against 
fuel price hike and depreciation of the rupee, in Guwahati, Monday.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Defensive nuclear weapon
 4. A workplace for scientists
 7. Strike hard
 12. Spy agency
 13. Turns into noun
 14. Manila hemp
 15. Matadors
 17. A brand of plastic wrap
 18. A liquid used for writing or 

drawing
 19. A pituitary hormone
 21. Goddess of the harvest (Roman 

mythology)
 22. An inflammatory disease of the 

skin
 24. Picture (abbrev.)
 25. Leg joint
 26. Enemy
 27. Finger cymbals
 29. Hard deposit that forms on teeth
 31. A way of traveling on water
 35. Deleted
 37. Taxi
 38. Refer to
 41. Begetter
 42. The compass point that is one 

point  east of southeast
 43. A nucleic acid
 44. Surround
 45. Feel sick
 46. Capital of Ghana
 48. Biblical day of rest
 52. Capital of Yemen
 53. Sphere
 54. Edgar Wilson ___, American 

Humorist
 55. Complications
 56. Scottish for “No”
 57. Arid 

 DOWN
 1. Play a role
 2. Word element meaning life
 3. Seaman

 4. Any of numerous 
predominantly Old World 
birds

 5. Rapid bustling movement
 6. Rouse
 7. A frame that holds the 

panes of a window
 8. Business degree
 9. Moses’ elder brother 

(Bible)
 10. A scene or view
 11. Medieval guild of 

merchants 
 16. The compass point 

midway between 

northeast and east
 20. Afraid
 22. Stern
 23. Change Of Address
 24. A ceremonial procession
 25. A Tibeto-Burmese people
 27. Disfigure
 28. Major food fish of cold-

temperate waters
 30. Golf ball support
 32. An island country in the 

north Atlantic
 33. Apprehend 
 34. A group of Kwa languages 

spoken in Ghana and 

Nigeria
 36. ______ and Delilah
 38. Unbecoming or unrefined 

behavior
39. South American Indian
40. City in southern Peru
42. A person’s brother or 

sister
44. Robert ____, poet
45. A French abbot
47. Cleaning cloth
49. Macaws
50. God of the sky (Norse 

mythology)
51. “___, you!”
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he told PTI.
Some business estab-

lishments chose to remain 
shut in the state capital 
and neighbourhood areas, 
but normal life wasn’t af-
fected in any way due to 
the bandh, he added.

The Department of 
General Administration 
had issued a memo in-
structing employees to 
report in office by noon.

A source at the admin-
istration department said 
the officials have complied 
with the instructions.

Pradesh Congress pres-
ident Birajit Sinha, on his 

part, asserted that people 
have “spontaneously” sup-
ported the bandh.

“ T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
gathered from different 
districts suggest that peo-
ple have supported the 
agitation. Our supporters 
courted arrest at Dhar-
managar in North Tripura, 
Camperbazaar and other 
parts of West Tripura. 

The ruling BJP admin-
istration had threatened 
them with consequences, 
but they did not budge,” 
Sinha said.

CPI (M) state secretary 
Bijan Dhar said his party 

and three other Left Front 
allies - CPI, Forward Block, 
and RSP- had called the 
strike to protest against the 
alleged misrule of BJP-led 
NDA government at the 
Centre.

“Common people are 
going through a hard time 
due to devolution of rupee, 
rising fuel prices, infla-
tion, attacks on Dalits and 
minorities among other 
issues. 

We had given the strike 
call to protest against these 
atrocities. The bandh was 
successful in Tripura,” 
Dhar claimed.



NAME CHANGE
I, Shri Virendra Gutti, S/o Channapa 
Gutti hereby declare that CHANNAPA 
GUTTI, and CHANNAPA, refers to 
the same names of one and the same 
person i.e. my father’s, and GANGAVVA 
GUTTI and GANGAVA refers to the 
names of one and the same person i.e. 
my mother’s name, by affidavit Regd.
No:156(P)/2018           Date 3/09/2018

DEPONENTD-5942

One VFA urgently 
needed for a 
veterinary clinic 
in Billy Graham 
road, Kohima. 
Contact number: 
9436203371.

D-5940

WANTED

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIES & COMMERCE

ADVERTISEMENT
 Dated Kohima, the   th September, 2018.

NO.IND/EXH-PUB/IITF/2/93 (Vol-IV):       Interested Entrepreneurs 
those who are expert on Indigenous Local Produce are hereby 
invited for allotment of stall at the Exhibition cum Sale of Handloom 
& Handicraft Products. 

1.  India International Trade Fair at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi from 
14th to 27th November 2018. 
No fee will be charged for the Stall, no TA/DA will be paid to 
the participants. Stall will be              allotted to the selected 
Entrepreneurs by the Selection Committee of the Department. 

2. Bamboo Pavilion, Naga Hertiage Village at Kisama during the 
Hornbill Festival from 1st to 10th December 2018. 
An amount of Rs. 5000/-(Rupees five thousand only) will be 
charged per stall for the allotees for 10(ten) days. The banner 
will be provided by the Department. No TA/DA will be paid to 
the participants. 
Application in plain paper along with sample of details items 

and proper authentic address and contact number to be submitted to 
the Directorate of Industries & Commerce (Room No-73), Kohima on 
or before 15th October 2018. All the Sample items will be screened by 
the Committee for all the participants and the selected participants 
should strictly adhere to display only the items produce by them. 
Selected participants those who display readymade items/products 
will not be allowed to participate in the Exhibition. No applications 
will be entertained after the last date of submission. 

Sd/- 
(Er. S.Temsulong Jamir) 
Director of Industries & 

Commerce 
Issued by DIPRKG-2792

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

STATE RURAL LIVELIHOODS MISSION
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

NO.NSRLM/SMMU/INT-BLOCK/2018-4       Dated Kohima, the 10th September 2018

NOTIFICATION
Candidates bearing the following Roll Numbers in sequence order are selected 
for the post of Area Coordinator and Accountant Cum Data Entry Operator (DEO) 
on the basis of marks obtained in the Written Examination conducted on 9th June 
2018 and Personal interview on 28th & 29th August 2018  and for the Post of Area 
Coordinator (Livelihoods) based on Personal Interview scores conducted 30th 
& 31st August 2018. The selected candidates are directed to personally submit 
their Acceptance Letter to the Mission Director, NSRLM, Nagaland: Kohima, 
within 7 days from the date of result publication. Failure to submit acceptance 
letter within the stipulated period will nullify the selection and the same post 
will be offered to the waiting list candidate/s.

Sl. No District Area Coordinator Area Coordinator (Livelihoods)

1 Dimapur 1011, 1021, 1028, 1041, 1100, 1147 
Waiting List- 1077

327, 448, 671, 672 
Waiting List- 689

2 Kiphire 2017, 2022, 2024, 2043, 2061, 2127, 2134, 
2140 
Waiting List- 2009

166, 385, 751, 763 
Waiting List- 349

3 Kohima 3016, 3043, 3058, 3084, 3127, 3191, 3236, 
3279, 3280, 3305 
Waiting List- 3253, 3261

111, 317, 420, 588 
Waiting List- 233

4 Mokokchung 4003, 4007, 4008, 4018, 4052, 4066, 4105, 
4106, 4149, 4176, 4189 
Waiting List- 4089

302, 348, 523, 727 
Waiting List- 502

5 Mon 5001, 5003, 5013, 5015, 5063, 5066, 5070, 
5080, 5107, 5157, 5166 
Waiting List- 5076

118, 165, 241, 318 
Waiting List- 245

6 Phek 6005, 6012, 6070, 6071, 6100, 6106, 6116, 
6180, 6186, 6187, 6212 
Waiting List- 6140, 6163

160, 228, 371, 522 
Waiting List- 199

7 Wokha 7002, 7023, 7056, 7078, 7145, 7212 
Waiting List- 7147

417, 437, 578, 728 
Waiting List- 470

8 Zunheboto 8008, 8019, 8032, 8045, 8049, 8055, 8116, 
8139, 8141, 8143, 8144, 8164,  
Waiting List- 8056

375, 411, 581, 619 
Waiting List- 135

9 Longleng N/A 152, 276, 334, 654 
Waiting List- 723

Accountant Cum DEO

10 9008, 9018, 9029, 9036, 9098, 9111, 9125, 9133, 9157, 9163, 9183, 9197, 9205, 9224, 9233 
Waiting List- 9067

KG-2791

                                                                         Sd/-
                                                                         (ATHEL O. LOTHA)

                                                                       Addl. Secretary, RD & Mission Director, NSRLM
                                                                         Nagaland: Kohima

DAVP 17112/11/0043/1819

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th September 18
NOTICE

NO.M-394/18/4784    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. W. Chen Nyeim Konyak -Vrs- Tokishe Swu resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 10.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: W. Chen Nyeim Konyak
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1183
Dag No: 1703/1744, Area: 00-03-09
North:  Along Ao, South: Lovika Chishi, 
East: Approach Road, West: Inavi Achumi Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5944

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th September 18
NOTICE

NO.M-395/18/4786        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. NAVEEN 
KUMAR KASLIWAL -Vrs- J. VIBOTO  resident of DIMAPUR Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 10-10-18 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: NAVEEN KUMAR KASLIWAL
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 1699
Dag No: 167/1958, 168/1959, Area: 00-02-18
North: HOLY CROSS SCHOOL, 
South: MAIN ROAD, East: DIMAPUR CLUB,
West: LIONS CLUB, D.JAMBO SEMA& N.JOSEPH SUMI

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5945

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th September 18
NOTICE

NO.M-393/18/4785   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Yanpeni 
-Vrs- Roben T. Jamir  resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 10.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Yanpeni
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1265
Dag No: 254/1844, Area: 01-00-00
North: Dr.Kithan, South: Abeni Sheti, 
East: Nzamo Ngullie, West: Khalu Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5943

COMBAT SPORTS FESTIVAL 2018
22nd to 27th Oct./Kohima Local Ground Khuochiezie

REGISTRATIONS
NagaWrestleMania-7 - Rs. 500/-
x-1 Fight Night (MNA) - Free

Registration venue
3E Office, Dzevi Building, near Kohima Local Ground

Online x-1 registration at x-1.in
LAST DATE OF REGISTRATION - 20TH OCTOBER.

K-1856

K-1855

REGD .No. 2/99                                                         Date: 27/06/2018
AFFIDAVIT

I Shri. Vihu Meyase S/o Shri. Jazolie Meyase, aged about 50 years, and presently 
residing at Midland colony, H/No. 250 Kohima – District, Nagaland, do hereby 
solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:

1. That I am bonafide citizen of India and reside at the address mentioned above.
2. That my name Vihu Meyase is used in all my official documents.
3. That my name has been recorded as Megovihu Meyase, in my Indian
 Passport (Passport No. G068080).
4. That the name referred above i.e Vihu Meyase and Megovihu Meyase are the 

name of one and the same person i.e my name.
5. That this affidavit is made to declare that henceforth I shall be referred and 

called as Shri. Vihu Meyase only .And that I shall used Shri. Vihu Meyase as 
my name for all purposes.

6. That the statement made in the above paragraphs are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, and nothing false has been stated or concealed therein .

And I hereunto set my hand on this affidavit on this 27th day of June, 2018 at 
Kohima before the competent authority.

Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent on this the 27th day of June 2018 at 
Kohima.

DEPONENT
MAGISTRATE/NOTARY PUBLIC

D-5686

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th July 18

NOTICE
NO.REV-1/90-D/      /Notice is hereby given that 
Smti. Wabangsenla Ao resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning 
to Patta No.875, Dag No.1075 measuring an area             
00-02-02Ls located at Block No/Village.4, Mouza 
No.02 which has been located mortgage in the NIDC 
Bank/Society.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may 
be submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned 
on or before 16.09.18. Sd/-

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5946

Fourth National Handloom Census is being conducted throughout the
country. The enumeration work is in the final stages of completion in
Nagaland state. The enumerated data is available at website
www.handloomcensus.org for public viewing. All the handloom wavers
and allied workers may visit the site to check their details. In case of
discrepancy including non-inclusion, the same may be reported to the
Weavers’ Service Centre, Dimapur or nearest State Handloom office
before 10-10-2018. The case of non-inclusion may be filled on line also
at the above website.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF TEXTILES

OFFICE OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER
FOR HANDLOOMS

FOURTH NATIONAL HANDLOOM CENSUS

NOTICE
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Bharat Bandh: Mixed response ...
1300 families in Kma ....From page 1

Centre extends GSTR-1 
filing date till October 31
New Delhi, Sep. 10 
(IANS): The government 
on Monday extended till 
October 31 the deadline 
for filing of the Goods 
and Services Tax Return 
(GSTR)-1 form for trans-
actions during July 2017 
to September 2018. It 
also announced a one-
time waiver of late fees 

to enable their filing 
within the new deadline.

A Union Finance 
Ministry release said that 
the government has tak-
en the decision after no-
ticing that the number 
of GSTR-3B returns filed 
were substantially higher 
than the GSTR-1 forms.

“In order to encour-

age taxpayers to furnish 
Form GSTR-1, a one-
time scheme to waive 
off late fee payable for 
delayed furnishing of 
FORM GSTR-1 for the 
period from July 2017 
to September 2018 till 
October 31 has been 
launched,” the state-
ment said.

In Bihar, a critically ill two-year-
old girl died on her way to a hospital 
in Jehanabad town apparently due to 
a road blockade. 

Bandh supporters allegedly resort-
ed to violence and clashed with the 
police in some parts areas, prompt-
ing the ruling BJP, which dubbed the 
shutdown a “complete failure”, of ac-
cusing the Congress of creating an 
“environment of fear” by violently 
enforcing the shutdown. 

Normal life was paralysed in Odi-
sha with vehicular movement and 
train services thrown out of gear as 
Congress workers blocked roads and 
trains. Hundreds of Congress activists 
were arrested. The Railways cancelled 
12 trains while schools and colleges 
were closed.

Normal life was hit in Bihar with 
the shutdown supported by the Rash-
tryia Janata Dal (RJD), Left, Hindus-
tani Awam Morcha and Jan Adhikar 
Party of Pappu Yadav. Hundreds of 
Congress and other opposition par-
ties leaders and workers took to the 
streets. Shutdown supporters blocked 
national and state highways, disrupt-
ed rail and road traffic for hours and 
stranding thousands of passengers.

Demonstrators clashed with po-
lice in several places while dozens of 
vehicles in Patna were damaged. In 
Karnataka, normal life was affected 
as public transport kept off the roads 
across the state. Schools and col-
leges were closed although state and 
central government offices remained 
open. Global software firms like Info-
sys and Wipro functioned normally.

Life was thrown out of gear in 
BJP-ruled Tripura with most markets, 
shops and business establishments 
closed and private and passenger ve-
hicles off the roads. Government of-
fices and some banks were open but 
employee attendance was low. But 
the Bharatiya Janata Party claimed 
that Bandh was a failure in Tripura.

BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh saw stray 
incidents of protests. The response 
was mixed in Jharkhand, with few 
shops closed and long route buses 
not plying. In flood-ravaged Left-
ruled Kerala, public vehicles went off 
the roads but private vehicles plied in 
many places. Shops, markets and es-
tablishments were shut.

In Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, 
bus services were affected and many 
private educational institutions re-
mained closed. There was a mixed 
response in Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s home state Gujarat, where a 
large number of educational institu-
tions were shut while many vehicles 
remain off the roads.

In Maharashtra, the shutdown 
elicited mixed response in urban cen-
tres but secured widespread support 
in the semi-urban and rural hinter-
land which have been severely hit by 
the fuel prices and its cascading ef-
fects.

In Mumbai and other cities, large 
numbers took to the streets, railway 
stations, bus depots, and other pub-
lic places. But suburban trains, BEST 
buses, schools and colleges func-
tioned normally. Shops and commer-
cial establishments downed shutters 
in many localities.

The shutdown was mostly inef-
fective in West Bengal. Banks, edu-
cational institutions in Kolkata were 
mostly open while trading activities 
in the city were more or less normal. 
The ruling Trinamool Congress sup-
ported the issues on which the shut-
down was called but opposed the 
strike in line with its stated anti-strike 
policy.

Meanwhile, in the national capi-
tal, Congress President Rahul Gandhi 
led the opposition’s show of strength, 
staging a foot march in support of the 
Bharat Bandh from Rajghat to Ram-
lila Maidan in the heart of the city.

The rally drew leaders of the Jana-
ta Dal-Secular, Trinamool Congress, 
Rashtriya Janata Dal, Nationalist 
Congress Party, Loktantrik Janata Dal, 
Rashtriya Lok Dal, All India United 
Democratic Front, Revolutionary So-
cialist Party and Aam Aadmi Party. 
Also in attendance were former Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh and UPA 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi. 

Manmohan Singh hit out at the 
BJP for “miserably” failing to control 
fuel prices. Rahul Gandhi flayed Modi 
for his stoic silence over rising fuel 
prices, tumbling rupee, Rafale fighter 
jet deal and agrarian distress in the 
country.

The Left parties took out a sepa-
rate rally in the national capital.

State’s building by-law lying in cold storage  
Nagaland government has framed its building 

by-laws which got enacted in 2005 and amended in 
2012, but it remains to be enforced. An official of the 
Urban Development department had earlier in 2016 
told Eastern Mirror that there were problems in im-
plementing the by-laws due to the unique landhold-
ing system in the state but the provision of the regu-
lations were being updated to the present context 
and competent authorities were examining to make 
suitable recommendations. After this, he stated the 
process of transferring the implementation powers 
to the urban local bodies would take place. 

Experts continue to point out that absence of 
proper building codes is one of the key reasons why 
a town like Kohima is vulnerable to from different 
forms of disasters, landslides and earthquakes in 
particular. In April 2016, the Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Authority (NSDMA) brought out a 
report on Terrain Stability Study of Kohima to iden-
tify vulnerable zones and the factors responsible so 
as to help planners to help retrofit the township to 
a safer one, considering the town being ‘geological-
ly unstable’. This report waved a red flag in almost 
every aspect that the capital town has spiraled to its 
present urban position since 1963, without proper 
planning and building codes. “The rapid urbaniza-
tion, coupled with haphazard developments with 
little or no planning has deteriorated diversely the 
stability of the terrain while the intense monsoon is 
a factor that initiates frequent landslides in the area”, 
the NSDMA study report pointed out. 

Some of the field observations made in the report 
included construction of roads and buildings with-
out adequate slope support structure; inadequate 
surface and sub-surface drainage in colonies/wards 
of Kohima town and random obstruction of drain-
ages; Poor maintenance of natural drainages and 
“nullahs” by random waste accumulation posing 
hazards to the neighbourhood; Random erection 
of buildings without site investigation in previous 
landslide areas and without following proper techni-
cal specifications; No proper building/infrastructure 
development code (IDC)for regulation; Random in-
crease of overhead load pressure ‘storied buildings’ 
in steep slopes; Inadequate maintenance of water 
pipelines, storage tanks, septic tanks etc; Lack of 
safety measures in the neighbourhood in suscepti-
ble landslide areas; Ignorance of general public on 
vulnerable hazards and safety measures relating to 
geo-hazards like landslide, earthquake, flashfloods, 
cloudbursts etc; and Lack of coordination between 
line departments in executing infrastructure de-
velopmental activities like roads, buildings, power 
lines, water pipelines etc.

Along with these observations, the report had 
suggested several points of action plan and policy 
for the state government to consider, which could be 
applied not just to Kohima but throughout the state 
to mitigate vulnerability to disasters like landslides.

The suggested action plan include establish-
ing necessary techno-legal and techno-financial 

mechanisms to ad-
dress the problem of 
landslide hazards in 
the state, while ensur-
ing that all stakeholders 
like builders, architects, 
engineers and govern-
ment departments re-
sponsible for regulation 
and enforcement adopt 
land use-safe practic-
es and provide safety 
norms as far as slope 
stability is concerned in 
landslide affected areas 
in particular, and hilly 
areas in general. It also 
proposed the need for 
the state government in 
consultation with the 
local bodies to prepare 
Master Town Plan and 
Country Planning for in-
dividual urban centres/
large villages, putting in 
place building regula-
tions/by-laws to provide 
mandatory techno-legal 
framework for regulat-
ing building activities 
from planning, design 
and completion of the 
construction. 

At the policy level, it 
proposed that the state 
government initiate a 
‘landslide control board 
to engage risk treatment, 
monitoring, awareness 
and preparation, capac-
ity development, and re-
search and development.
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On Bharat Bandh: What Took 
Them So Long?

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) spearheaded a se-
ries of protest rallies and nation-wide bandh dur-
ing the previous United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 

government led by former Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh of the Congress party over hikes in petrol price. 
Do you remember the BJP party workers hitting the Par-
liament Street in Delhi on bicycles, cycle rickshaws and 
bullock carts to protest against price rise in essential 
commodities and frequent hikes in petrol prices? Pub-
lic memory is short but that was exactly what happened 
just a few years ago. People were disappointed as petrol 
price went as high as INR 74.10 a litre. The deregulation 
of fuel prices by the government to ease the subsidy bur-
den and fiscal deficit backfired as it gave free hand to the 
oil marketing companies (OMCs) to revise prices fort-
nightly based on international crude oil prices.

 History is repeating itself as Congress party workers 
hit the streets in bullock carts on Monday for the same 
reason that its BJP counterparts did a few years ago – hike 
in petrol price. The Congress and Left Front called for a 
Bharat bandh to protest against soaring fuel prices and 
weak rupee, and it was backed by several other politi-
cal parties -- Janata Dal (Secular), Samajwadi Party (SP), 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) and Maharshtra Navanirman Sena (MNS). But 
the big question is: what took them so long when the rise 
in fuel prices has been a matter of concern for months 
now? Toothless opposition party in the parliament didn’t 
help the plight of the public -- no protest, no rally until 
now.

The fact is rupee keeps depreciating and there is no 
sign from the government to cut excise duty. Petrol price 
in the national capital has touched a record high of INR 
80.73 per litre and diesel - INR 72.83 per litre in back-
drop of a weak rupee that has breached the 72-mark to 
the dollar. This is quite high considering the fact that the 
price of Brent crude oil in the international market was 
hovering over $100 a barrel during the UPA rule, while it 
is still below $80 per barrel today.

The cruel reality is that common men are most af-
fected by fuel price rise as it affects business and trans-
portation system that directly and indirectly increases 
cost of living. The Central government, which increased 
excise duty on fuel more than 10 times since 2014 instead 
of passing on the benefit of low international crude oil to 
the public, should now solve this issue by easing tax. The 
state government too should chip in by slashing value 
added tax (VAT). This move will at least come as an in-
terim relief to the public.

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Dear Sir,

We, the Scholars/researchers/
academicians from Nagaland 
working and pursuing studies 
from various universities across 
the country, are writing to you to 
express  our deep concern and 
thereby draw your kind attention 
with regard to the failure to adver-
tise the newly created post of 68 
Assistant professors and Librarian 
in the recently advertised Com-
mon Education Services Examina-
tion 2018 by the Nagaland Public 
Service Commision. As you are  
well aware that the state cabinet 
has approved the creation of  110 
Assistant Professors posts to be 
recruited within the year 2018-
2019 and 2019-2020 vide the Office 
Memorandum No. CAB 2/ 2013, 
Sl. No 5,  dated 4th of July 2018. 

The office memorandum clearly 
mentions that 68 of the 110 posts 
were to be created within the year 
2018-2019 and the remaining 42 
within 2019-2020. 

Accordingly, the honourable 
Governor of Nagaland has giv-
en his consent by approving the 
recruitment of the 68 posts on 
the 9th of August, 2018, through 
the notification No. HE/ESTT/2-
6/207. It may be humbly men-
tioned that both documents- the 
notification and the office memo-
randum of the state cabinet- were 
widely circulated in social media. 

As such, the decision of the  
State Cabinet to create a sizable 
number of Assistant Professor 
posts for the year 2018-19 has 
been a  positive departure from the 
existing trends. Hence,  this noble 

decision taken under your able 
leadership is a testimony of you 
giving due importance to meri-
tocracy and  bettering the quality 
of higher Education in  the state;  
your decision has also been  widely  
commended and welcomed by 
the academic fraternity.  In view of 
this,  all NET/PhD qualified, assist-
ant professor aspirants have been 
waiting in great anticipation for the 
announcement of the said posts 
by the NPSC.  However, much to 
our disappointment, when the 
Nagaland Public Service Com-
mission advertised the Common 
Education Service Examination, 
2018, for various posts of Assist-
ant Professor and Post Graduate 
Teacher, the 68 posts meant to be 
recruited within 2018-2019 were 
not included. On enquiry,  the 

Department of Higher and Techni-
cal Education has responded that 
it is yet to requisition the 68 posts 
to the Nagaland Public Service 
Commission. With the last date of 
applications, as advertised, fixed 
on the 21st of September, 2018, 
apprehension has risen among the 
academic fraternity with regard to 
the fate of the 68 posts of Assistant 
Professors and librarian, which 
are clearly earmarked for the year 
2018-19; and whether the exams 
can be conducted along with the 
recently advertised posts.     

Therefore, in light of the above, 
we appeal to your  esteemed office 
to kindly restore our faith and req-
uisition the 68 posts (without any 
reservation of posts for regularisa-
tion for those appointed through 
backdoor) to the NPSC at the earli-

est for  advertisement and ensure 
that the exams  for the mentioned 
posts be conducted  along with the 
recently advertised Common Edu-
cation Service Examination, 2018. 

It is felt that your timely inter-
vention will go a long way in once 
again  instilling faith among the 
thousands of young Naga aspir-
ants in the recruitment system, 
in meritocracy and right to equal 
opportunity. It is also felt that your  
sagacity will be instrumental in 
giving hope to the future genera-
tion and in imparting better qual-
ity education.

The academic fraternity look 
forward to your positive response 
on this crucial matter of education. 

Yours Sincerely,
Nagaland NET Qualified 

Forum

discovered each year. Many of these species 
happen to be beetles, but reports of rodents, 
fish, reptiles and even primates are not un-
common. While exciting to biologists and the 
public alike, new plant and animal species 
contribute only around 2 per cent per year 
to the total number of species, a sign that we 
might be approaching a near-complete cen-
sus of those organisms on the planet.

In sharp contrast, deep lineages contain-
ing untold species are being described at a 
rapid rate in the microbial world. A few years 
ago, from a single aquifer in Colorado, scien-
tists found 35 new bacterial phyla; a phylum 
is a broad group containing thousands, tens 
of thousands or, for microbes, even millions 
of related species. The phyla discovered in 
that one aquifer amounted to 15 per cent 
of all previously recognised bacterial phyla 
on Earth. To put this in context, humans 
belong to the phylum Chordata, but so do 
more than 65,000 other species of animals 
that possess a notochord (or skeletal rod), 
including mammals, fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and tunicates. Such findings 
suggest that we are at the tip of the iceberg in 
terms of describing diversity of the microbial 
biosphere.

Ideally, there should be agreement 
on what constitutes a species if we are to 
achieve an estimate of global biodiversity. 
For plants and animals, a species is generally 
defined as a group of organisms that are able 
to mate and produce viable offspring. This 
definition, unfortunately, is not very useful 
for classifying microbial species because 
they reproduce asexually. (Microorganisms 
can transfer genes among closely related 
individuals through processes known as 
‘horizontal gene transfer’, which is akin to the 
recombination that occurs in sexually repro-
ducing organisms.)

Nevertheless, there are ways of catego-
rising organisms based on shared ancestry, 
which can be inferred from genetic data. The 
most commonly used technique for delin-
eating microbial taxa involves comparisons 
of ribosomal RNA (rRNA) gene sequences. 
This gene is involved in building ribosomes, 
the molecular machines that are required 
for protein synthesis among all forms of 
life. By comparing the similarities among 
sequences, scientists can identify groups 
of taxa without needing to grow them or 
painstakingly characterise their physiology 
or cellular structure. Of the many caveats 
associated with this rRNA-based classifica-
tion of microbial taxa is the fact that it likely 
underestimates the true number of species. 
If so, then the recent prediction that Earth 
might be home to as many as 1012 species 
could, in fact, be a conservative estimate, 
despite its incredible magnitude.

Knowing the number of microbial spe-
cies on Earth could have practical implica-
tions that improve our quality of life. The 
prospect of yet-to-be harnessed biodiversity 
might spur development of alternative fuels 
to meet growing energy demands, new crops 
to feed our rapidly growing population, and 
medicines to fight emerging infectious dis-
eases. But perhaps there is a more basic rea-
son for wanting to know how many species 
we share the planet with. Since the predawn 
of civilisation, the survival of our species 
depended on trials and errors with plants, 
animals and microbes that we attempted to 
harvest, domesticate or avoid all together. 
Our interest in biodiversity also reflects an 
intrinsic curiosity about the natural world 
and our place within it. Whether to admire, 
protect, transform or exploit, humans have 
never sought to be wholly ignorant of the 
species that inhabit Earth.

F
or centuries, humans have en-
deavoured to discover and de-
scribe the sum of Earth’s bio-
logical diversity. Scientists and 
naturalists have catalogued spe-

cies from all continents and oceans, from 
the depths of Earth’s crust to the highest 
mountains, and from the most remote 
jungles to our most populated cities. This 
grand effort sheds light on the forms and 
behaviours that evolution has made pos-
sible, while serving as the foundation for 
understanding the common descent of life. 
Until recently, our planet was thought to be 
inhabited by nearly 10 million species (107). 
Though no small number, this estimate is 
based almost solely on species that can be 
seen with the naked eye.

What about smaller species such as 
bacteria, archaea, protists and fungi? Col-
lectively, these microbial taxa are the most 
abundant, widespread and longest-evolv-
ing forms of life on the planet. What is their 
contribution to global biodiversity? When 
microorganisms are taken into account, 
recent studies suggest that Earth might be 
home to a staggering 1 trillion (1012) spe-
cies. If true, then the grand effort to discover 
Earth’s biodiversity has only come within 
a 1,000th of 1 per cent of all species on the 
planet.

Estimating microbial diversity even in 
the most ordinary of habitats presents a 
unique set of challenges. For more than a 
century, scientists identified microbial spe-
cies by first culturing them on Petri dishes 
and then characterising cellular properties, 
along with aspects of their physiology such 
as thermal tolerances, the substrates they 

consume, or the enzymes they produce. 
Such approaches dramatically under-
estimate diversity, not only because it is 
difficult to grow the vast majority of mi-
croorganisms, but also because unrelated 
microbial species can perform similar func-
tions and are unlikely to be distinguished by 
their appearance.

During the mid-1990s, a growing 
number of microbiologists began to aban-
don cultivation techniques in favour of 
identifying organisms by directly sequenc-
ing nucleic acids – DNA – from ocean wa-
ter, leaf surfaces, wetland sediments, and 
even the biofilms inside of showerheads. 
Over the past decade, these methods have 
been dramatically refined so that millions 
of individual microbes can be sampled at 
once. With this high-throughput approach, 
we have learned that a single gramme of 
agricultural soil can routinely contain more 
than 10,000 species. Similarly, we know that 
nearly 10 trillion (1013) bacterial cells make 
up a human’s microbiome. These microbes 
not only aid in their host’s digestion and 
nutrition, but also represent an extension 
of its immune system. Looking beyond 
ourselves, microbes are found in Earth’s 
crust, its atmosphere, and the full depth of 
its oceans and ice caps. In total, the esti-
mated number of microbial cells on Earth 
hovers around a nonillion (1030), a number 
that outstrips imagination and exceeds the 
estimated number of stars in the Universe. 
Naturally, this begs the question of how 
many species might actually exist.

ong lists of species have been made 
for nearly every ecosystem on Earth, with 
nearly 20,000 plant and animal species 
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There Are More Microbial Species 
on Earth Than Stars in The Sky

God knows our names and He holds us fast in His love.

D
uring a visit to the National September 11 Memorial 
in New York City, I quickly photographed one of the 
twin reflecting pools. Around these two pools, the 
names of the nearly 3,000 people who died in the 
World Trade Center attacks are etched into bronze 

panels. Later, while looking more closely at the photo, my eyes 
were drawn to the hand of a woman resting on a name. Many 
people come to this place to touch a name and remember 
someone they loved.

The prophet Isaiah reminded God’s people of His unfail-
ing love and concern for them, even though they had often 
turned away from Him. The Lord said, “Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine” 
(Isaiah 43:1).

In the 23rd Psalm, David wrote, “Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley [the valley of the shadow of death], 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me . . . . Surely your good-
ness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (vv. 4, 6).

God never forgets us. No matter where we are or whatever 
our situation, He knows our names and holds us fast in His 
unfailing love.

Father in heaven, thank You for calling us by name and   
surrounding us with Your love, today and forever.

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 23:1–6
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
summoned you by name; you are mine.

 Isaiah 43:1

He Knows Our Names

Jay T Lennon and Kenneth J Locey | Aeon

M
astitis is a condition of in-
flammation of the mammary 
gland in dairy cow, usually 
occur due to injury of the teat 
either due to biting by calf or 

unhygienic environment in the shed where 
germs entered the udder of the cow and cause 
the disease. 

The disease is caused by various organ-
isms such as Staphylococcus and strepto-
coccus agents. It may occur at any stage of a 
cow life but more common during lactation 
period.

Symptoms of Mastitis in Cow
 1. Infected udder will be swollen hard and 

hot 
 2. Milk secretion is scanty and watery
 3. Discolouration of the milk
 4. Presence of clots in the milk
 5. Milk turned to curd
 6. The cow has high body temperature and 

loss of appetite 

Step to Prevent Mastitis in Dairy Cow
 1. Always keep the milking shed clean, dry 

and well ventilated
 2.  Daily supplementsof vitamin and trace 

mineral in the diet
 3. Before and after milking the udder and the 

teat of the cow should be washed properly 
with antiseptic solution such as potassium 
permanganate solution 

 4. The hand of the milking man should also 
be washed thoroughly before and after 
milking

 5. Isolation of diseased cow from the healthy 
herd

 6. Milk from diseased cow under treatment 
should be discarded for 3-4 days

 7. Periodical testing of milk for any abnormal 
changes
          Dairy farmers should immediately 

consult a Veterinarian or visit the nearest Vet-
erinary Health Centre if any injuries of udder 
or teat or any swelling of udder or change in 
appearance of milk for early diagnosis and 
proper treatment since early detection of the 
disease will help the farmer from high eco-
nomic loss.

Veterinary Hospital  
Kohima

T
he three-day Global Climate 
Action Summit here from Sep-
tember 12 will see 4,000-plus 
business leaders, investors, 
citizens and government repre-

sentatives from all over the world, includ-
ing India and China, coming together 
with the united resolve to “take ambition 
to the next level” and nudge the world’s 
Presidents and Prime Ministers to go fur-
ther and faster in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.

It will also be a moment to celebrate 
the extraordinary achievements of states, 
regions, cities, companies, investors and 
citizens with respect to climate action 
and realise the historic 2015 Paris Climate 
Change Agreement, the first-ever legally 
binding treaty adopted by 197 countries 
that came in force on November 4, 2016.

To this date, 180 parties have ratified 
the Paris convention.

This climate action summit, an initia-
tive by California Governor Jerry Brown, is 
crucial as it is happening midway between 
Paris 2015 and 2020, the UNFCCC’s 
timeframe for dealing with mitigation of 
greenhouse gas emissions, adaptation 
and finance.

Under the Paris agreement, countries 
agreed to limit average global temperature 
rise to two degrees Celsius compared to 
pre-industrial levels and aim for the safer 
target of 1.5 degrees, to avoid the worst ef-
fects of climate change.

As world leaders gear up for the cli-
mate action summit, the silent demise 
of Mer de Glace, France’s largest glacier, 
serves as a reminder of how quickly cli-
mate change is affecting our planet and 
how urgent it is for us to act, reads a post 
on the UN Environment website.

Another report, “California’s Fourth 
Climate Change Assessment”, released on 
August 27, warns that two-thirds of South-
ern California’s beaches could completely 
disappear and the average area burned by 
wildfires could nearly double by 2100.

From India, Mahindra Group Chair-
man Anand Mahindra is one of the sum-
mit’s Co-Chairs. In a plenary on Septem-
ber 13, he will provide an update on the 
science-based targets that he committed 
to in Davos this year.

Organised by Natural Resources De-
fense Council (NDRC), US-India Busi-
ness Council, The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI), Self Employed Women’s 
Association and Administrative Staff Col-
lege of India, a high-level affiliate event on 
climate actions will be held on September 
12. It will showcase progress on climate 
action in leading cities and states in India 
and point to areas for increased focus and 
investment. It will focus on India’s current 
and future needs for sectors of climate re-
silient technology and infrastructure.

According to The Climate Group, three 
of India’s largest industrial conglomer-
ates or companies will be committing at 
the summit to the EP100 programme for 
doubling energy productivity and a smart 
energy future.

Under the Paris Agreement, India 
pledged to cut the intensity of greenhouse 
gas emissions by 30 to 35 percent from 
2005 levels by 2030.

“We expect a significant climate action 
announcement by a major food and bev-
erage company and several companies 
are also making commitments to roll out 
more zero-emissions vehicles and charg-
ing infrastructure,” spokesperson and 
Director of Communications Nick Nuttall 
told IANS.

Patricia Espinosa, the UN Climate 
Change Executive Secretary and summit 
Co-Chair, said: “The summit recognises 
the key role of non-party stakeholders in 
climate action in addition to that of gov-
ernments. We need everyone on board.”

A hopeful United Nations Environ-
ment Executive Director Erik Solheim, 
who is attending the Global Climate Ac-
tion Summit, said: “The bottom line is 
that we need to step up the ambition and 

create a momentum.”
“Once again, we face the challenge 

that we’re moving in the right direction, 
but that we’re not moving quickly enough. 
The priority, therefore, is to energise the 
cause.” Foreseeing electric vehicles will 
play a crucial role in decarbonising the 
economy, Solheim told IANS: “We have 
to see the introduction of electric vehicles 
as part of the wider change we need to see 
in transport. That includes more public 
transport or transport sharing solutions.”

According to UN Environment’s Emis-
sions Gap Report 2017, even if countries 
fulfill their pledges to limit global warming 
to under two degrees Celsius, their actions 
would only represent a third of what is 
needed to avoid the worst impacts of cli-
mate change.

President Hilda C. Heine of the Mar-
shall Islands; Prime Minister Frank Baini-
marama of Fiji; Canadian Minister of En-
vironment and Climate Change Catherine 
McKenna; CEO of Unilever Paul Polman; 
CEO of Dalmia Cement Mahendra Singhi; 
former US Vice President Al Gore; and 
former US Secretary of State John Kerry are 
among a group of speakers and delegates 
attending the summit.

The purpose of the summit is to an-
nounce bold new climate commitments 
across every facet of society, from greening 
investment flows and higher commit-
ments to clean energy to the electrification 
of transportation to zeroing in on waste, 
forest loss and boosting corporate and 
sub-national emission reduction plans.

Collectively these actions will help give 
international leaders the confidence that 
they can go further starting with the next 
United Nations Climate Change meeting 
(COP24) in Poland this December.

(Vishal Gulati is in San Francisco 
at the invitation of Climate Trends to 

cover the Global Climate Action Summit 
(GCAS). He can be contacted at vishal.g@

ians.in)

Mastitis in Dairy Cattle and 
Its Preventive Measures

Global Climate Summit to Push 
Countries to Reduce Emissions

Vishal Gulati | IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re focused and 
attentive to detail. Some longstanding projects 
benefit from this sudden spurt of energy and get 
completed in record time. Children figure promi-
nently in your life right now, Aries. Is there one 
child in particular who needs some extra attention 

from you? Your love and support mean a lot more than you 
realize.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20):  Don’t let others’ bad 
moods get you down, Taurus. And don’t feel it’s your 
responsibility to cheer them up. Their moodiness is 
their business, not yours. You could be a little bit 
anxious today, and allowing yourself to be negatively 

influenced by others will do you no good at all. The general at-
mosphere will improve in a few days.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21):  It’s time to let go of the 
past and focus only on the future, Gemini. A new per-
son may come into your life who can help you do just 
that. Communication with close friends and relatives 
is highlighted, and you may find yourself spending 
more time on the phone than usual. Enjoy this day as 

you anticipate your brilliant future!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There’s definitely a down-
side to home ownership! Much as you love projects, 
Cancer, the joy is tempered when the chores never end. 
While your home is structurally sound, it may be in 

need of some cosmetic enhancement. Try adding plants and flowers 
indoors. Outside, a few strategically placed pots can act as attractive 
focal points. You can make a difference with little effort or expense.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The glass may look half 
empty, but only at first glance. Keep looking at it, 
or perhaps change the way you look at it, and you’ll 
see that it indeed is half full. You may be experienc-

ing some frustration. Computers could be down or communi-
cation hindered in some way. Don’t get stressed. See this as an 
ideal time to relax since you can’t get any work done anyway.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): There are lots of personal 
and financial issues to resolve today, Virgo. You may 
hear from your bank or see some alarming num-
bers on an ATM receipt. Don’t get upset. Ultimately, 
these matters will be resolved to your benefit. As for 

personal matters, you may learn some new information about 
someone you thought you knew well. A relationship you once 
considered close may not be.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  A rising tide lifts all boats. 
When someone close experiences a windfall or es-
pecially good luck, Libra, the ripple effect reaches 
you. Change is in the air. While everything happen-

ing is positive, sometimes it feels like it’s going too quickly. You 
feel a bit off balance, with little or no time to adjust. Even wind-
falls take some getting used to. Give yourself time to settle in to 
the new circumstances.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  It looks as though 
change is on the horizon at work, Scorpio. You’ve just 
recently completed some long-term projects and are 
being recognized for your efforts. Perhaps a bonus or 
promotion is in store. Your affinity for technology and 

ability to quickly absorb new information makes you a prime can-
didate for a new position that’s just opened up. Grab the chance!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Crazy as it seems, 
why not take that impromptu trip you’ve been eager 
to go on, Sagittarius? Adventure calls, and there’s 
nothing to stop you from answering. You’ll meet 
some fascinating new people, and one may wind up 
having a strong influence on your life. There is a great 

big world out there, so make the time to go and see some of it!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Prosperity 
is just around the corner, Capricorn. With it 
comes change. Change in your job, career, or 
environment figures prominently today. How-
ever this change manifests, it’s bound to be 

positive. You’re lucky, and you’re about to hit the road to 
even greater success. Savor this moment, for you’ll be busy 
soon!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your world is changing, 
Aquarius, both internally and externally. You feel a need 
to broaden your horizons. You may be contemplating 
a move to a new neighborhood or trip to a faraway 
land. The people in your life will change as a result of 

this. You’re about to embark on a new phase of life, and these new 
friends will act as able guides.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Romance is in the air 
today, Pisces. It’s likely that your relationship with 
your loved ones will see a dramatic improvement. 
Perhaps some flowers will arrive unexpectedly 
or you’ll be paid a sincere compliment. Harmony 

reigns in the work environment as well. Both people and ma-
chines run smoothly and efficiently.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

doing the latter.

What India can learn from Kerala
Kerala and Jammu & Kashmir are the only two states in 
the country to have reduced their per capita emissions 
to become “net removers of CO2” in 2013, according to 
a report by GHG Platform India, a civil society initiative. 
It states that the achievements will “need further, deeper 
analysis, and might provide clues on how to pursue an 
economic development strategy that is not necessarily 
linked to inevitably higher GHG emissions.”

Apart from better awareness among the local 
politicians and bureaucrats, the state also manages its 
solid waste (collection, segregation and disposal) better 
than most states, according to the report: about 35% of 
the waste generated is segregated and 34.3% is disposed 
into landfills designed to prevent leaching.

Some experts say that state-wise data need to be 
looked with a pinch of salt. “While Kerala may have lower 
emissions compared to some other states because of the 
lesser number of industries, it imports lots of products 
from other states including electricity. The emissions 
from these imports are not accounted in the state’s 
emissions,” Chandra Bhushan, the deputy director of the 
Centre for Science and Environment, New Delhi, said.

Officials said that nearly one-third of the state is 
covered with forests and about half with greenery, 
including agricultural lands and plantations. Additionally, 
according to P.H. Kurian, additional chief secretary 
to the Government of Kerala, there were also fewer 
manufacturing units and thermal power plants. Kurian 
oversaw rescue and relief operations during the floods.

More greenery does not mean a better environment
But nearly half the state being green still does not mean 
the state is off the hook. When forests are cleared for 
plantations, the green cover is not recorded as having 
been reduced. But unlike in forests, the soil under 
a plantation loses its ability to hold water, causing 
runoffs and flooding. In other words, while forests and 
plantations both figure as ‘green’ in official data, they 
don’t have the same effects. The problem becomes worse 
when houses are built on floodplains or when water 
bodies are encroached upon.

“The floods gave us a reality check on what happens 
when houses are built on water bodies. This is the right 
time for the government to come out with a progressive 
land use policy,” Kurian said. “Ten years back, the people 

would have not agreed to it, but now people have seen 
the consequences. We will hold wider consultations with 
different stakeholders to come up with a policy with a 
long-term to rebuild Kerala.”

But experts believe the volume of rain Kerala has 
received in 2018 would have flooded the state even if 
its landscape had been left untouched. “However, the 
intensity and the loss of lives and houses would have 
been much lesser,” Chandra Bhushan,, said.

Compiling data from Kerala’s Department of 
Economics and Statistics, he drew a comprehensive 
picture of the state’s changing landscape. “Some 
70,000 hectares of land was diverted for housing and 
infrastructure since 2005-06. The state has lost more than 
four lakh hectares of natural forests and more than 2.5 
lakh hectares of wetlands in the last five to six decades,” 
he said.

According to Kamal Kishore, a member of the NDMA, 
Kerala is not alone in diverting lands for housing and 
infrastructure development and making urban areas 
more vulnerable to climate disasters. “Cities have an 
unquenchable thirst for land. 

However, very little regard [has been] given to 
integrating hazard maps in our development paradigm,” 
he explained. “There is very little premium on safety in 
the long term.”

Since the 2015 floods in Tamil Nadu, the NDMA 
has trained its eyes on disaster and climate resilience 
in urban areas around India. It has set up a taskforce to 
come up with short-, medium- and long-term action 
plans to prepare cities for extreme weather events.

The taskforce issued a urban floods roadmap in May 
2017 for all states to follow. For heatwaves, the process 
is underway, per Kishore. “The first guidelines were 
finalised in 2016 and were later revised in 2017. Last 
week, we had a meeting to look at how it was used,” he 
said. India, so far, has no guidelines for thunderstorms, 
lightning and squalls. “The guidelines for these will be 
finalised within the next three months,” he added.

He also pointed out that building approvals should 
be limited to those able to “counter the hazards they may 
face” and that municipal engineers, as among the last 
lines of defence, will need to be empowered to perform 
this screening function.

Central Kerala has seen the biggest changes in land 
use in the last few decades. Between Thrissur in the south 
and Kollam in the north, at least six rivers drain into 
the Vembanad estuary in central Kerala. All their flow 

lies impeded today. “Dams built in the 1970s changed 
everything. Dammed rivers with reduced water flow 
prompted construction in low-lying areas,” K. Soman, a 
former scientist of the National Centre for Earth Science 
Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, said. “Any rain would 
flood them.”

“Even the Kochi airport was built on the wetlands of 
the Periyar river. With such poor planning, what else can 
we expect apart from flooding?”

Changing landscape, shifting monsoons
A 2008 study co-authored by Soman had found that the 
‘average’ time of peak rainfall in the state  had shifted to 
October in 1994-2004 from June in 1855-2014. “The rains 
are shifting, and we are still yet to find out the long-term 
consequences on flooding and agricultural patterns,” 
Soman said.

Others agree and say that the change has been 
noticeable. “Typically, Onam comes as the southwest 
monsoon tails off towards the end of August or early 
September. The days are brighter and it rains less. It’s a 
good time for boat races and celebrations,” Suprabha 
Seshan, a member of the Gurukula Botanical Sanctuary 
in Wayanad, said. “However, we are now seeing wetter 
Augusts.”

The 70-acre sanctuary was nurtured over the years 
by partly dismantling tea plantations and growing 
native species of trees and plants. “For several years, the 
monsoon has been setting in later with each year. In June 
2016, we had two weeks of dry and sunny weather. With 
the evapotranspiration from the forests and the onset of 
the monsoon, June should have been a wet month,” she 
said.

Deforestation is understood to have a hand in 
precipitating this shift, and certainly exacerbates the 
effects of the resulting flooding. “Just like the trees need 
the rains, the rains also need the forests. Each blade of 
grass is an individual water tower. Vegetation helps in 
the formation of rain clouds. Without forests, the soil 
cannot hold rainwater and this causes flooding in areas 
downhill,” she explained.

As Kerala continues to fight its battle against water-
borne diseases, Nagaland is just taking baby steps 
towards fundraising. Normalcy is a long way away for 
both states.

Karthikeyan Hemalatha is a freelance journalist 
based in Bangalore.

T
he rains have stopped and the waters have 
receded. Kerala is now fighting against water-
borne diseases like leptospirosis and hepatitis 
A. With hospitals and other infrastructure 
damaged beyond immediate repair, the road 

to recovery is slow and painful.
Since the onset of the southwest monsoon on June 1, 

some 370 people have died and over 725,000 have been 
displaced. As rehabilitation continues, it is believed the 
full extent of the crisis is yet to be understood.

Nagaland, at the other end of the country, is now 
witnessing one of the worst floods to have hit the state. 
Twelve people have already died and 3,000 people have 
been displaced. Officials say that at least 48,000 people, 
or 13% of the state’s population, are already affected.

If floods of this intensity had struck anywhere in 
the country a few decades back, they would have been 
among the worst in history. Now, the one in Kerala  was 
simply the worst in Kerala’s history. When the Tamil Nadu 
floods happened in 2015, they were the worst in the city 
for over a century. Such disasters are also becoming more 
common. The 2014 floods in Srinagar left 160 people 
dead. During the 2013 floods in Uttarakhand, some 5,700 
people were presumed dead. Cloudbursts in Ladakh 
killed 234 people in 2010. In 2005, Mumbai came to a 
standstill when it received more 994 mm of rain in a 24-
hour period.

Each flood is also worse than the previous one. 
For 53 years before 1996, the average annual damage 
caused by floods amounted to Rs 1,805 crore. Between 
1996 and 2005, this number shot up 1.5x to Rs 4,745 
crore, according to the National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA).

While climate change can’t be held responsible 
for the individual flood or heatwave, their increasing 
frequency suggests the climate today is not what it 
was before. Together with a burgeoning population, 
rapid urbanisation and haphazard development on 
floodplains, the country’s resilience to climate vagaries 
have weakened, experts say.

To deal with this problem, two things need to be 
done: reduce carbon emissions as a country and as a 
planet, while improving climate resilience by protecting 
the forests, floodplains and water bodies. While Kerala 
leads the country in the former, it remains guilty of not 

Not Just Learn, India Also Needs to Unlearn Some Lessons From Kerala Floods
As Kerala continues to fight its battle against water-borne diseases, Nagaland is just taking baby steps towards fundraising. Normalcy is a long way away for both states.

Karthikeyan Hemalatha | The Wire

C
orruption has existed since the 
Egyptian dynasty and still persists 
in almost every country around the 
globe.
After huge corruption scandals in 

Malaysia and Brazil, Indonesia has just wit-
nessed one of its regions losing more than 90% 
of its councillors as they are implicated in graft 
cases.

Looking through history, corruption seems 
inevitable.

Old myths on corruption
The Oxford Dictionary defines corruption as 
“dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in 
power, typically involving bribery”.

Corruption originates from a Latin word 
: corruptus. The word is the past participle of 
corrumpere, meaning “mar, bribe, destroy”.

Corruption is as old as human history. The 
First Dynasty (3100–2700 BC) of ancient Egypt 
noted corruption in its judiciary.

The practice also existed in ancient China. 
In Chinese mythology, every household has a 
Kitchen God who watches the behavior of its 
members. A week before Chinese New Year, the 
Kitchen God ascends to heaven to present his 
annual report to the Ruler of Heaven, the Jade 
Emperor.

The fate of the household, whether this be 
reward or punishment, depends on this report. 
In an attempt to ensure a good report, many 
households smear a cake of sugar and honey 
onto the picture of the Kitchen God they keep in 
their homes before burning the image, which in 
Chinese mythology is how the Kitchen God can 
ascend to heaven to meet the Jade Emperor.

In a similar vein, Greek historian Herodotus 
notes the Alcmaeonid family bribed the Oracle 
of Delphi priestesses, one of the most powerful 
mystical forces of ancient Greek. Dating back 
to 1400 BC, people all over Greece and beyond 
came to have their questions answered by the 
Pythia, high priestess of Apollo. The wealthy 
Alcmaeonid family offered to lavishly rebuild 
the Temple of Apollo with “Parian marble” after 
it had been destroyed by an earthquake. In re-

turn, Pythia convinced the nation-state Sparta 
to help the family to conquer and rule Athens. 
Since it worked, Aristotle noted even gods can 
be bribed!

Corruptions around the globe
As the global economy expanded significantly 
during the 20th century, levels of corruption 
increased as well. It is difficult to estimate the 
global magnitude and extent of corruption 
since these activities are carried out in secret.

The World Bank estimates international 
bribery exceeds US$1.5 trillion annually, or 2% 
of global GDP and ten times more than total 
global aid funds. Other estimates are higher at 
2-5% of global GDP.

Corruption permeates all levels of society 
from low-level public servants accepting petty 
bribes to national leaders stealing millions of 
dollars.

Transparency International estimates Indo-
nesia’s former president Suharto siphoned off 
anywhere from $15 billion to $35 billion. The 
Philippines’ Ferdinand Marcos, Mobutu Sese 
Seko of Zaire and Sani Abacha of Nigeria may 
have embezzled $5 billion each.

Brazil’s greatest corruption scandal, code-
named Lava Jato (carwash), unearthed a vast 
and extraordinarily complex web of corruption. 
Directors of Petrobras, Brazil’s national oil com-
pany, used a slush fund to pay politicians who 
had appointed them to support the election 
campaigns of the governing coalition.

Lava Jato ensnared politicians and busi-
ness leaders from 11 countries, ranging from 
Brazil to Peru. It sidelined Brazil’s most popular 
resident, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, now serving 
a 12-year prison sentence. The case forced the 
Peruvian president, Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, to 
resign when confronted with an impeachment 
vote.

Another major recent corruption case is in 
Malaysia. Former prime minister Najib Razak 
is being investigated for misappropriation 
from the Malaysian strategic company, 1Ma-
laysia Development Berhad (1MDB), which 
he chaired. The US Department of Justice has 

alleged $4.5 billion was misappropriated from 
1MDB. The lawsuit has referred to Najib as 
“Malaysian Official 1”, who is alleged to have 
received more than $1 billion in 1MDB funds. 
Najib, who was accused of using some of the 
money to buy jewellery for his wife, has denied 
any wrongdoing.

Corruption cases involving national leaders 
are not unique. In 2015, President Otto Pérez 
Molina of Guatemala was forced to resign after 
Congress stripped him of immunity because 
of his alleged role in a huge corruption scheme 
involving its national customs service.

In South Africa, the ruling African National 
Congress this year sacked President Jacob 
Zuma, who has been charged with corruption.

In 2017, South Korea impeached its presi-
dent, Park Geun-hye, for bribery and other 
charges. In 2018, she was convicted of abuse 
of power, coercion and bribery and jailed for 
24 years.

Corruption as a way of life
Corruption has become a way of life in nu-
merous countries. In 2011, Transparency 
International (TI) reported that two-thirds 
of Bangladeshis and well over half of Indians 
had paid a bribe during the preceding 12 
months.

In 2017, it further reported that globally one 
in four people had paid bribes in the previous 
12 months to access a public service. Nearly 
57% of people around the world felt their gov-
ernments were doing badly to fight corruption. 
Only 30% thought their governments were do-
ing well.

Another TI study in 2017 showed globally 
around one-third of people consider their pres-
idents, prime ministers, national and local gov-
ernment officials, business executives, elected 
representatives and police officers corrupt.

Police officers are seen to be most corrupt 
in Sub-Saharan Africa (47%) and Asia Pacific 
(39%). This is a damaging indictment of the 
extent and magnitude of global corruption 
perceptions in this age of Homo corruptus (very 
spoiled and marred persons).

The impacts
Corruption severely constrains poverty alle-
viation and economic development. In 2017, 
nearly 10% of Asians, around 400 million, lived 
in extreme poverty. Corruption siphons off 
funds intended for poverty alleviation.

Countries like Bangladesh, China, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand and the 
Philippines all face pervasive corruption prob-
lems.

If developing countries can control corrup-
tion and enforce the rule of law, the World Bank 
estimates per capita income could increase 
fourfold over the long term. On average, the 
business sector could grow 3% faster. Corrup-
tion is also a de facto tax on foreign direct in-
vestments, amounting to around 20%.

Controlling corruption can improve many 
socio-economic indicators, including reducing 
infant mortality rate by 75%.

What we can do?
International financial systems have made 
it possible for public officials to hide their 
ill-gotten wealth in tax havens. In 2014, the 
Panama Papers leaked 11.5 million files. These 
showed that two national leaders among 143 
politicians, their families and close associates 
from all over the world were using offshore tax 
havens to hide their wealth.

Similarly, the Paradise Papers leaked 13.4 
million files from two different offshore service 
providers and 19 tax haven company registries. 
It revealed offshore activities of more than 120 
politicians and world leaders as well as financial 
engineering of more than 100 multinational 
corporations.

Controlling corruption requires strengthen-
ing institutions and promptly upholding the 
rules of law as some countries like Singapore 
have shown.

Singapore’s late prime minister, Lee Kuan 
Yew, recounted that corruption was common-
place in the civil service during colonial times. 
When his party came to power, its leaders 
enshrined anti-corruption as a development 
priority since it was considered a prerequi-

site for good governance. Even then, Keppel 
Offshore and Marine, a unit of conglomerate 
Keppel Corporation of Singapore, paid a stag-
gering fine of $422 million to US, Brazilian and 
Singaporean authorities for paying bribes of 
$55 million to Petrobras and Sete Brasil. The 
bribes were paid between 2001 and 2014 to win 
13 contracts.

President Xi Jinping of China has declared 
a war on corruption, which has targeted both 
“tigers and flies”, a reference to senior and 
low-ranking officials. Many powerful Chinese 
politicians and bureaucrats, who were previ-
ously considered untouchable, are now in jail 
because of corruption.

In India, virtually no major political leader 
has been jailed for serious corruption. This has 
given many powerful politicians and senior 
bureaucrats a licence to steal. A 2017 TI report 
noted nearly 70% of Indians who accessed a 
public service had to pay a bribe.

A silver lining is that over half of Indians 
now are positive about the government’s efforts 
to combat bribery. However, more than 40% felt 
corruption had increased over the preceding 12 
months.Developed countries are not immune 
to corruption either. The latest high-profile 
example is US President Trump’s campaign 
manager, Paul Manafort. He has been indicted 
on eight tax and bank fraud charges, with more 
charges yet to be judged. Trump’s personal 
lawyer, Michael Cohen, has pleaded guilty to 
eight violations of banking, tax and campaign 
finance laws. These may prove to be the tip of 
the iceberg.

Gandhi said: “The world has enough for 
everyone’s need, but not enough for everyone’s 
greed.”

As the world’s economy expands, the po-
tential for corruption increases as well.

Corruption can never be eliminated. 
Whether we like it or not, it has always been 
a part of human nature and will continue to 
infect society. As the age of Homo corruptus 
continues, the best any country can do is to 
keep it to a minimum.

From Our Ancestors to Modern Leaders, All Do It — The Story of Corruption
Asit K. Biswas and Cecilia Tortajada | The Conversation
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People not supporting bandh call, oil 
price rise due to global factors — BJP 

Pastor raises slogans in court complex against homosexuality

Release INR 2,000 cr. immediately for flood relief — Karnataka Article 35A row: PDP to boycott 
panchayat, municipal polls

Coimbatore, Sep. 10 (PTI): Days after the 
Supreme Court decriminalised homosexu-
ality, a city-based pastor created a flutter in 
a court complex here Monday, raising slo-
gans against the landmark judgement and 
claiming that same sex marriage would 
lead to natural calamities, police said.

Father Felix Jebasingh of Puliyakulam 
Church came to the district court complex 
and standing in the corridor shouted slo-

gans urging the people not to support gay 
marriages.

“Please do not support the court judge-
ment on Sec.377 (of IPC). The Jesus Christ 
is arriving. His arrival is imminent.

This type of marriages will lead to 
total destruction of the society,” the pas-
tor shouted vociferously even as police 
escorted him out.

He said “God has destroyed the cities 

of Sodom and Gomorrah using fire and 
sulphur because they allowed homosexu-
ality... don’t support homosexuality”.

The pastor, clad in a full-sleeve white 
shirt and a black pant, was referring to 
Sodom and Gomorrah, notoriously sinful 
cities in the biblical book of Genesis, de-
stroyed by sulphur and fire.

Police said the pastor was taken to a 
nearby police station and later let off.

New Delhi, Sep. 10 (IANS): 
Karnataka Chief Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy on Monday 
urged the Centre to immedi-
ately release Rs 2,000 crore for 
undertaking flood and other 
relief work in the state.

The demand made by a 
state delegation led by Ku-
maraswamy to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi comes in the 
backdrop of losses of approxi-
mate Rs 12,000 crore due to 
floods in parts of Karnataka in 
August and drought in other 
parts.

The delegation met Modi 
here on Monday and apprised 
him about the loss of human 
life, agriculture and infrastruc-
ture by torrential rains.

“We told him (Modi) that 
the flood loss is to the tune of 
Rs 3,705 crore,” Kumaraswamy 
told reporters after the meeting. 

“Also, the state has been 
witnessing severe drought con-
ditions during the last 13 of the 
17 years. As per preliminary 
estimates, more than 15 lakh 

hectares of agricultural and 
horticultural crops have been 
affected, with a loss of around 
Rs 8,000 crore.”

Former Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda, Karnataka 
Deputy Chief Minister G. Para-
meshwara, Revenue Minister 
R.V. Deshpande and Irrigation 

Minister D.K. Shivakumar were 
part of the delegation.

Kumaraswamy told Modi 
that over half the state’s area 
was facing drought situation 
this year due to weak monsoon 
while uneven distribution of 
rain was recorded over the 
north and south interior Kar-

nataka. 
Deshpande said that crop 

on 23,123 hectares was affected 
due to floods, leading to losses 
totalling Rs 1,242 crore. 

“There has been a dry spell 
in September and if it contin-
ues there will be 50 per cent 
crop loss. As many as 67 people 
have lost lives in the floods,” 
Deshpande said, adding Modi 
promised immediate financial 
assistance. 

“We look forward to the 
central government for liberal 
assistance.”

He said the rainfall in cof-
fee-producing Kodagu district 
was the highest in 118 years, 
which not only damaged crop 
but infrastructure as well and 
rendered scores homeless.

According to the Karnataka 
government’s assessment, the 
damage to infrastructure was 
pegged at Rs 1,789 crore. 

Last month, Kumaraswamy 
met Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh and sought special cen-
tral package of Rs 2,000 crore.

Srinagar, Sep. 10 (PTI): The 
PDP, which till recently was 
an ally of the BJP, Monday an-
nounced it will boycott forth-
coming urban local body and 
panchayat elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir, saying the secu-
rity situation was not conducive 
for holding these polls.

The PDP’s decision comes 
days after its arch-rival, the Na-
tional Conference, announced 
to boycott these elections until 
the Centre and the governor 
administration clarify its posi-
tion on Article 35-A, which gives 
special rights to the people 
in the state and bars outsid-
ers from owning immovable 
property.

The Supreme Court had on 
August 31 deferred the hear-
ing on a bunch of petitions 
challenging Article 35A of the 
Constitution, as the Centre had 
urged the court to take up the 
matter after panchayat elec-
tions in the state. 

Mufti, who wanted to hold 
panchayat elections at the earli-
est when she was chief minister, 
said at a hurriedly convened 
press conference that any at-
tempt to impose any electoral 
exercise in the current atmos-
phere would seriously erode the 
credibility of the process. 

“The PDP has been con-
ducting deliberations over local 
body elections. The present 
situation is very fragile and 
sensitive. Unfortunately, the 
atmosphere has been vitiated 

because of the linking of Article 
35A. So, we passed a resolution 
on the issue at a meeting today, 
Mufti told reporters at a press 
conference here.

Reading from the resolu-
tion, she said the PDP has noted 
with concern that the situation 
created by linking local body 
elections to the case pending in 
the Supreme Court regarding 
Article 35A has led to serious 
apprehensions in the minds of 
people who genuinely see it as 
an assault on the special consti-
tutional provisions of the state.

The party feels that the spe-
cial position of the state is a 
matter of survival for its people 
and society, while the demo-
cratic system is its sustenance. 
It was felt that any attempt to 
impose any electoral exercise 
in the current atmosphere of 
fear will seriously erode the 
credibility of the process and 
institutions. It will defeat the 
very purpose of it, the PDP 
president said.

The former chief minister, 
whose tenure ended abruptly 
in June this year after the BJP 
pulled out of the alliance, said 
her party urges the government 
to review its decision to hold 
local body elections “against 
the will of people” and instead 
focus on confidence building 
measures, so that the state “is 
assured of the inviolability of 
the constitutional guarantees 
that make it a special part of the 
Union of India”.

It was, therefore, unani-
mously resolved that the party 
would stay away from the elec-
toral exercise at this juncture, 
Mufti told reporters.

In December last year, she 
had supported the idea of hold-
ing local body polls, saying 
“elections to panchayats and 
urban local bodies will em-
power these institutions to not 
only have democratic powers 
but financial resources as well 
to undertake developmental 
activities at the grassroots level”.

She had said these demo-
cratic institutions play a vital 
role in taking forward the all-
round developmental agenda 
of the government for every 
section of the population.

The NC, the state’s oldest 
political party, had on Septem-
ber 5 decided to stay away from 
panchayat and urban local 
body elections, saying the deci-
sion to hold the polls was taken 
in a “hurried” manner without 
taking into considerations the 
prevailing situation “created by 
the powers that be, by unneces-
sarily fiddling with Article 35-A”.

The state administration 
had in August announced the 
schedule for elections to the 
local bodies in the state. 

While urban local body 
polls are scheduled for the first 
week of October, panchayat 
elections are slated to be held in 
November-December this year.

Jammu and Kashmir is cur-
rently under Governor’s rule.

SC seeks report from district judge on trial in Babri Masjid demolition case 
New Delhi, Sep. 10 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court Monday 
sought a report in sealed cov-
er from a lower court judge on 
how he intended to complete 
the trial in the Babri Masjid 
demolition case involving 
BJP veterans L K Advani, Mur-
li Manohar Joshi and Uma 
Bharti within the April 2019 
deadline.

A bench of Justices R F 
Nariman and Indu Malhotra 
also issued notice to the Ut-
tar Pradesh government on 
a plea of trial court judge S K 
Yadav, who is adjudicating the 
Babri Masjid demolition case.

Maintaining that his pro-
motion to the post of district 
judge was due, Yadav has 
sought a direction of the court 
to this effect.

The bench told the coun-
sel for Yadav that it was issu-
ing notice on the plea.

“We also issue notice for 
a report to be presented in 
a sealed cover as to in what 
manner is the district judge 
going to complete the trial 
with the specified time limit,” 
the bench said.

Yadav had moved the top 
court after his promotion was 
stayed by the Allahabad High 
Court on the ground that the 
apex court had directed him 
to complete the trial.

On April 19 last year, the 
apex court had said BJP stal-
warts Advani, Joshi and Uma 
Bharti would be prosecuted 
for serious offence of criminal 
conspiracy in the politically- 
sensitive 1992 Babri Masjid 
demolition case and ordered 
day-to-day trial to be con-
cluded in two years, that is 
April 19, 2019.

The apex court had then 
dubbed the demolition of the 

medieval-era monument a 
“crime” that had shaken the 
“secular fabric of the Consti-
tution” and allowed the CBI’s 
plea on restoration of crimi-
nal conspiracy charge against 
the VVIP accused.

“There shall be no de novo 
(fresh) trial. There shall be 
no transfer of the Judge con-
ducting the trial until the en-
tire trial concludes. The case 
shall not be adjourned on 
any ground except when the 
sessions court finds it impos-
sible to carry on the trial for 
that particular date,” the apex 
court had then said.

The apex court had made 
it clear that if the trial was 
adjourned, then it should 
be fixed on the next day or a 
closely proximate date and 
the reasons for this shall be 
recorded in writing. “The ses-
sions court will complete the 

trial and deliver the judge-
ment within a period of 2 
years from the date of receipt 
of this judgement,” it had 
said.

Besides the three leaders, 
the accused against whom 
the conspiracy charge would 
have be invoked are Vinay 
Katiar, Sadhvi Ritambara and 
Vishnu Hari Dalmia, who 
were earlier being tried at Rae 
Bareilly.

There were two sets of 
cases relating to the demoli-
tion of the disputed structure 
on December 6, 1992. 

The conspiracy charge 
against 13 accused including 
Advani, Joshi and Bharti was 
dropped in the case, the trial 
of which was being held at a 
special court in Rae Bareli.

The second set of case 
was against unknown ‘karse-
vaks’ who were in and around 

the disputed structure and 
had pulled it down. The trial 
against them was being held 
in a Lucknow court.

The apex court had or-
dered clubbing of the sepa-
rate trials in the trial courts of 
Rae Bareli and Lucknow, to be 
conducted in the UP capital.

The appeals were filed 
by one Haji Mahboob Ah-
mad (since dead) and the CBI 
against dropping of conspira-
cy charges against 21 accused 
including the top BJP leaders, 
eight of whom have died.

A supplementary charge 
sheet was filed against eight 
persons, but not the 13 who 
were discharged for plotting 
the demolition.

Besides BJP leaders Ad-
vani, Joshi and Bharti, con-
spiracy charges were dropped 
against Kalyan Singh (cur-
rently the Governor of Rajas-

than), Shiv Sena supremo Bal 
Thackeray and VHP leader 
Acharya Giriraj Kishore (both 
have since died).

The others against whom 
the conspiracy charge was 
dropped include Vinay Kati-
yar, Vishnu Hari Dalmiya, 
Satish Pradhan, C R Bansal, 
Ashok Singhal  (now de-
ceased), Sadhvi Ritambhara, 
Mahant Avaidhynath (now 
deceased), R V Vedanti, Para-
mhans Ram Chandra Das 
(now deceased), Jagdish Muni 
Maharaj, B L Sharma, Nri-
tya Gopal Das, Dharam Das, 
Satish Nagar and Moreshwar 
Save (now deceased).

The appeals had sought 
setting aside of the Allahabad 
High Court’s order of May 20, 
2010, dropping section 120B 
(criminal conspiracy) under 
the IPC while upholding a 
special court’s decision.

The CBI  had charge-
sheeted Advani and 20 others 
under sections 153A (promot-
ing enmity between classes), 
153B (imputations, assertions 
prejudicial to national inte-
gration) and 505 (false state-
ments, rumours etc circulated 
with the intent to cause mu-
tiny or disturb public peace) 
of the IPC.

It had subsequently in-
voked charges under section 
120B (criminal conspiracy), 
which was quashed by the 
special court whose decision 
was upheld by the high court.

While upholding the spe-
cial court’s order, the high 
court had said the CBI at no 
point of time, either during 
the trial at Rae Bareily or in 
its revision petition, had ever 
stated that there was offence 
of criminal conspiracy against 
the leaders.

Calcutta HC initiative 
to get ‘sexually 
abused’ child 
admitted to school
Kolkata, Sep. 10 (PTI): In 
a bid to secure the future 
of a girl, who was alleg-
edly sexually abused by 
two teachers last year 
when she was 4, the Cal-
cutta High Court Monday 
took the initiative to get 
her admitted to a differ-
ent school.

J u s t i c e  N a d i r a 
Patherya directed the 
school here, where the 
incident allegedly took 
place, to formulate guide-
lines for its teachers on 
dealing with its students 
to ensure their safety and 
a proper personality de-
velopment. 

The court ordered 
the school to submit the 
guidelines before the 
court on September 20.

The court observed 
that it may consider a 
St a n d a rd  O p e r a t i n g 
Procedure (SOP) for all 
schools in West Bengal, 
setting guidelines for 
teachers and the edu-
cational institutions on 
dealing with children.

Justice Patherya asked 
the father of the girl to 
suggest the name of a 
school that he would 
want her daughter to get 
admitted to, before the 
court on Friday.

The direction came 
after Priyanka Tibrewal, 
lawyer for the girl’s fa-
ther, submitted before the 
court that several schools 

have refused admission to 
the girl on the ground that 
she has attained the age 
of 5 years and crossed the 
cut-off age for admission.

The father of the child 
had moved a petition 
before the court claiming 
police inaction in ensur-
ing trial of the accused 
persons.

The state counsel told 
the court that investiga-
tion in the case has been 
completed, charge sheet 
have been filed against 
the accused persons 
and trial has also com-
menced.

The parents of the girl 
had withdrawn the girl 
from the school following 
her alleged sexual abuse 
by two games teachers in 
November, 2017, Tibre-
wal told the court, adding 
that the child has been 
going to a play school 
since then.

The incident had al-
legedly took place on No-
vember 30, 2017 in the 
school and the father had 
filed a police complaint 
stating that his daughter 
had been sexually abused 
by two physical educa-
tion teachers inside the 
school premises.

The school at Ran-
ikuthi in south Kolkata 
had closed for some days 
owing to protests by par-
ents of students over the 
alleged incident.

HD Kumaraswamy

A view of a closed market during the ‘Bharat Bandh’, called against fuel price hike and depreciation of the rupee, in Kolkata, Monday.
PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 10 (PTI): 
The BJP Monday defended 
the rise in oil prices, attrib-
uting it to global factors, 
and accused the Congress 
and other opposition par-
ties of resorting to violence 
during the ‘Bharat Bandh’ 
as people did not support 
their call.

Union minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad acknowl-
edged that the people were 
facing “momentary dif-
ficulty” due to increasing 
petrol and diesel prices 
and said they understand 
that this was due to factors 
beyond the control of the 
central government.

Noting that oil prices 
had gone down after the 
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment came to power 
in May 2014, before they 
went up, he said it is a 
problem whose solution is 
not in its hands.

“We are standing with 
people in their problem. 
We are trying to redress 
the issue and will do that,” 
he told a press conference.

Prasad claimed that 
the people understood 
the government’s point of 
view and refused to sup-
port the ‘Bharat Bandh’ call 
given by the Congress and 
several other opposition 
parties.

“That is unnerving the 
Congress and other oppo-
sition parties. Their resort 
to violence is designed to 
overawe the people of In-
dia. An atmosphere of fear 
is being created,” he said.

Citing the death of a 

three-year old girl in Bihar 
as she could not get medi-
cal help in time due to pro-
Bandh protesters allegedly 
stopping an ambulance, 
he asked if Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi will 
take responsibility for this.

Hitting out at the Con-
gress and other opposition 
parties, Prasad said they 
should stop this “dance 
of violence and game of 
death”.

Normal life was hit in 
some states Monday with 
offices and educational 
institutes closed and ve-
hicles off the roads during 
an opposition sponsored 
‘Bharat Bandh’, which was 

largely peaceful, barring 
some incidents of violence.

The ruling party in a 
first extensive briefing on 
the rise in oil prices high-
lighted the government’s 
expenditure on a number 
of welfare schemes, in an 
attempt to show that the 
revenue it has earned from 
taxes on petroleum prod-
ucts has been used for 
“pro-poor” measures.

Prasad said the govern-
ment spends over Rs 1.62 
lakh crore on subsidised 
food, lakhs of crores of ru-
pees on building national 
highways and rural roads, 
and has given over one 
crore houses to the rural 

poor.
It has also spent thou-

sands of crores on rural 
employment guarantee 
schemes among others, 
he said.

Our government is not 
a “family-run” dispensa-
tion, he said, taking a dig at 
the Congress, and claimed 
that it has been working 
for the poor and lifted over 
5 crore people from ex-
treme poverty. 

He also dismissed alle-
gations levelled by Gandhi 
against the government, 
saying the country is most 
worried when the Con-
gress president speaks. 

Referring to global fac-

tors behind the oil price 
rise, he cited the decision 
of several oil-producing 
countries to reduce sup-
ply, the political instability 
in Venezuela and the US 
sanctions on Iran.

Asked if the govern-
ment can cut down on 
excise duty to bring down 
the prices, Prasad said it 
was done last year.

He said states can 
also cut down taxes lev-
ied by them, but added 
that it should be left to 
their wisdom as they also 
spend money on welfare 
schemes.

Oil prices, he said, had 
also gone up during the 

UPA government’s rule 
with the cost of a litre of 
petrol going up from Rs 39 
to Rs 71.

Government sources 
said the price of petrol had 
gone up by 20.5 per cent 
between May 2004 and 
May 2009, the UPA’s first 
term, and then by 75.48 
per cent in the next first 
years of its rule.

They added that its 
cost during the Modi gov-
ernment’s rule has gone 
up by only 13 per cent as 
it moved from Rs 71.41 to 
Rs 80.73. These prices are 
of Delhi.

The Congress has, 
however, said oil prices 
rose during the UPA as in-
ternational crude cost was 
much higher than what it 
is during the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi-led 
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) government. 

Prasad said the NDA 
government has brought 
down the inflation rate to 
4.7 per cent from the 10.4 
per cent it was during the 
UPA.

He also challenged 
Manmohan Singh, who 
was prime minister be-
tween 2004 and 2014, for 
a debate on the country’s 
economy in Parliament.

Responding to Singh’s 
criticism of the govern-
ment’s economic policies, 
he said the Congress leader 
should leave the job of 
making stray remarks to 
Gandhi and engage in a 
constructive debate with 
him.
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A handicapped man is carried across the street amid police firing tear gas at protesters who are demanding to know how PetroCaribe funds 
have been used by the current and past administrations, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2018. Much of the financial support to 
help Haiti rebuild after the 2010 earthquake comes from Venezuela’s PetroCaribe fund, a 2005 pact that gives suppliers below-market 
financing for oil and is under the control of the central government. Protesters say many projects are unfinished and that officials have 
inflated costs in order to steal money.

Moscow, Sep. 10 (PTI/
AFP): Russia on Tuesday 
will launch the biggest 
military drills in its history 
involving 300,000 troops as 
well as Chinese soldiers, in 
a move NATO denounced 
as “exercising large-scale 
conflict”.

The week-long deploy-
ment alongside Chinese 
and Mongolian armies 
dubbed “Vostok-2018” 
(East-2018) will start in 
eastern Siberia on Septem-
ber 11.

It comes at a time of 
escalating tensions be-
tween Moscow and the 
West over accusations of 
Russian interference in 
western affairs and the on-
going conflicts in Ukraine 
and Syria.

The Russian army has 
compared the show of 
force to the USSR’s 1981 
war games that saw be-
tween 100,000 and 150,000 
Warsaw Pact soldiers take 

part in “Zapad-81” (West-
81) -- the largest military 
exercises of the Soviet era.

But defence minister 
Sergei Shoigu said this time 
would be even larger, with 
300,000 soldiers, 36,000 
military vehicles, 1,000 
planes and 80 warships 
taking part in the drills.

“Imagine 36,000 mili-
tary vehicles moving at 
the same time: tanks, ar-
moured personnel carriers, 
infantry fighting vehicles 
-- and all of this, of course, 
in conditions as close to a 
combat situation as pos-
sible,” Shoigu said.

The Russian army 
will roll out all of its latest 
additions for the event: 
Iskander missiles that can 
carry nuclear warheads, 
T-80 and T-90 tanks and 
its recent Su-34 and Su-35 
fighter planes.

At sea, the Russian fleet 
will deploy several frigates 
equipped with Kalibr mis-

siles that have been used 
in Syria.

Russia’s previous mili-
tary exercise in the region, 
Vostok-2014, was almost 
half the size, with 155,000 
soldiers participating.

The countr y’s  war 
games in Eastern Europe 
last year, Zapad-2017, saw 
12,700 troops take part 
according to Moscow. 
Ukraine and the Baltic 
states said the true number 
was far bigger.

President Vladimir Pu-
tin is expected to attend 
Vostok-2018 after hosting 
an economic forum in Rus-
sia’s far eastern city Vladi-
vostok where his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping is 
one of the star guests.

Russian military ana-
lyst Pavel Felgenhauer said 
the games were a “prepara-
tion for a future world war”.

“The army’s General 
Staff believes this will take 
place after 2020 in the form 

of either a global war or 
a series of conflicts with 
magnitude,” he said.

“The enemy is the Unit-
ed States and its allies.” 
According to Felgenhauer, 
China’s participation -- al-
though modest with only 
3,200 men -- will be a key 
factor at the drills.

T h i s  o p i n i o n  w a s 
shared by NATO, which 
said that Vostok-2018 
“demonstrates Russia’s fo-
cus on exercising large-
scale conflict”.

“It fits into a pattern we 
have seen over some time 
-- a more assertive Russia, 
significantly increasing 
its defence budget and its 
military presence,” said 
the alliance’s spokesman 
Dylan White.

Russia has denied the 
drills are a cause for worry.

“Vostok-2018 is far from 
NATO’s area of responsi-
bility and does not affect 
the security of its member 

states,” the Russian foreign 
ministry’s spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova said.

Relations between 
Russia and the West de-
clined sharply in 2014 with 
Moscow’s annexation of 
Crimea and the subse-
quent conflict in eastern 
Ukraine.

Since then Moscow has 
increased the number of its 
large-scale military exer-
cises in the Caucasus, the 
Baltic and the Arctic.

At the same time the 
Kremlin has accused NATO 
of expanding westwards 
and threatening Russian 
national security.

This week, Russia held 
military exercises in the 
Mediterranean.

More than 25 warships 
and around 30 planes took 
part in the drills, as Russia 
increased its military pres-
ence in Syria where it inter-
vened to help the Bashar 
al-Assad regime in 2015.

Canberra, Sep. 10 (IANS): 
Australia’s governing Liber-
al-National Party coalition 
is facing a landslide defeat 
in the upcoming general 
election, according to a 
leading opinion poll.

The Newspoll was re-
leased on Sunday night 
and said that the coalition 
trailed the Australian La-
bour Party (ALP) 44-56 on 

a two-party preferred basis.
The results indicated 

that the government’s 
reputation took a signifi-
cant hit following August’s 
leadership crisis that saw 
Scott Morrison sworn-
in as Prime Minister and 
his predecessor, Malcolm 
Turnbull, retire from poli-
tics, Xinhua news agency 
reported. The Liberal-Na-

tional Party coalition is the 
alliance of two centre-right 
parties -- the Liberal Party 
and the National Party of 
Australia.

Morrison’s perform-
ance was overshadowed 
by that of his government 
with the ALP set to win as 
many as 90 of 150 seats in 
the House of Representa-
tives in the next election, 

due to take place by May 
2019, according to the poll 
of 1,653 voters.

The ALP’s primary vote 
rose to 42 per cent, the 
highest level of support for 
the party since 2010 and 
approaching the 43.3 per 
cent that carried the party 
to a landslide victory in the 
2007 election.

It came ahead of Mor-

rison’s first parliamenta-
ry sitting week as Prime 
Minister where he was ex-
pected to lay out his policy 
agenda regarding econo-
my, power prices and the 
drought. Those who identi-
fied as coalition voters said 
that the budget deficit was 
their top priority while ALP 
voters said it was hospitals 
and aged care.

Paris, Sep. 10 (IANS): Sev-
en people have been in-
jured in an attack by a man 
armed with a knife and an 
iron bar in the French capi-
tal, the police said.

The incident that took 
place on Sunday night on 
the banks of a canal in the 
19th arrondissement, in 
the northeast of the capi-
tal, was not initially being 
treated as terrorism, of-
ficials were cited as saying 
by the BBC.  The attacker, 
said to be an Afghan na-
tional, was later arrested 
by the police. The man’s 
motives and identity were 
not immediately known. 

Two British tourists were 
among the injured.

The assailant attacked 
strangers, initially stabbing 
two men and a woman 
near the MK2 cinema on 
the Quai de Loire, along the 
Ourcq canal, shortly before 
11 p.m, according to the 
newspaper Le Parisien and 
the news channel BFM TV.

A group of men playing 
pétanque nearby tried to 
stop him -- one of them 
threw his pétanque ball at 
him -- but the attacker con-
tinued down a side street 
and attacked more people, 
including the British tour-
ists, the reports said.

Dhaka, Sep. 10 (IANS): 
Thousands of people from 
Bangladesh’s largest oppo-
sition party formed a hu-
man chain in the capital on 
Monday, demanding the 
release of their jailed leader 
Khaleda Zia and seeking 
free and fair Parliament 
elections slated for Decem-
ber. Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) leaders and 
activists gathered in front 
of the National Press Club 
in Dhaka in the morning. 
They blocked a key road 
in front of the club carry-
ing placards, demanding 
immediate release of the 

72-year-old leader who was 
found guilty of a corrup-
tion charge and sentenced 
to five years in prison in 
February. BNP leaders said 
political vendettas were to 
blame for the cases against 
Khaleda and her son Tar-
ique Rahman, now BNP 
acting chairman and living 
in London, Xinhua news 
agency reported. BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, 
among others, addressed 
the human chain and said 
their peaceful movement 
will continue until their 
leader is released from jail. 

Jerusalem, Sep. 10 (IANS): Palestin-
ian officials on Monday vowed not to 
bend to what they called the Trump 
administrations “bullying tactics” 
after being informed that their office 
in Washington would be shut down.

Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) Secretary General Saeb Erekat 
said the move -- which leaves them 
with no formal diplomatic presence 
in the US -- was a further blow to all 
Palestinians, as it comes shortly after 
the Trump administration cut hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in fund-
ing to the UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees.

Erekat said he was officially noti-
fied of the decision, expected to be 
announced by US National Security 
Adviser John Bolton later in the day. 
He decried the move as a continuation 
of a policy of “collective punishment” 
by the US administration, the Wash-
ington Post reported.

“These people have decided to 

stand on the wrong side of history by 
protecting war criminals and destroy-
ing the two state solution,” he said. 
“I told them if you are worried about 
courts, you should stop aiding and 
abetting crimes.” 

“We will take the necessary meas-
ures to protect the rights of our citi-
zens living in the US to access their 
consular services,” he said.

Palestine’s de-facto embassy in 
Washington is affiliated with the PLO, 
the political organization that controls 
the Palestinian Authority government 
in the West Bank, but not the Hamas-
run government in the Gaza Strip.

The move appeared to be the lat-
est in a series of pressure tactics by the 
US against the Palestinian leadership 
as the Trump administration drafts its 
long awaited peace deal. 

In a series of blows to the Palestin-
ians, the US recognized Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel, moved its 
embassy there, cut funding to the UN 

agency that deals with Palestinian 
refugees, and then last week said it 
would withdraw $25 million in sup-
port from hospitals in East Jerusalem.

The US last year threatened to 
close the PLO office in Washington 
after Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas called on the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) to investigate 
and prosecute Israel for war crimes. 
US officials said the decision may 
be reconsidered if the Palestinians 
entered into direct negotiations with 
Israel. 

In a speech on Monday, Bolton 
will threaten to impose sanctions 
against the ICC if it proceeds with 
investigations against the US or Israel, 
the Wall Street Journal reported, citing 
an advance copy of his speech. 

Washington would ban ICC judges 
and prosecutors from entering the 
country, sanction their funds in the US 
financial system and prosecute them 
in the courts, the report said.

Geneva, Sep. 10 (PTI/AFP): The UN rights 
chief called Monday for the creation of a 
new “mechanism” tasked with preparing 
criminal indictments over atrocities com-
mitted in Myanmar, amid allegations of 
genocide against the Rohingya minority. 

In her first speech as head of the UN 
rights office, Michelle Bachelet called on 
the UN Human Rights Council to create “an 
independent international mechanism for 
Myanmar, to collect, consolidate, preserve 
and analyse evidence of the most serious 
international crimes, in order to expedite 
fair and independent trials in national and 
international courts.” 

“I urge the Council to pass a resolution, 
and refer the matter to the General As-
sembly for its endorsement, so that such a 
mechanism can be established,” she said.

Such a panel has already been created 
for the Syrian conflict.

A UN Fact-finding Mission last month 
issued a damning report concluding there 
was enough evidence to prosecute Myan-
mar’s army chief and five other top military 
commanders for crimes against humanity 
and genocide against the Rohingya.

Some 700,000 Rohingya Muslims fled 
northern Rakhine state to Bangladesh after 
Myanmar launched a brutal crackdown 
on insurgents in August last year amid 
accounts of arson, murder and rape by 
soldiers and vigilante mobs in the mainly 
Buddhist country.

Myanmar has vehemently denied alle-
gations of ethnic cleansing, insisting it was 
responding to attacks by Rohingya rebels.

The fact-finding mission is asking the 
UN rights council, which opened Monday 
and will be in session through September 
28, to renew its mandate for another year.

If created, the new mechanism focused 
on preparing cases for prosecution would 
comprise a separate group of experts.

Bachelet, a former Chilean president, 
stressed Monday that the panel would also 
“complement and support the preliminary 
examination of the ICC Prosecutor.” 

The International Criminal Court an-
nounced last week that it had jurisdiction to 
probe the crisis because of the cross-border 
nature of the alleged “deportations” of the 
Rohingya to Bangladesh -- a decision Myan-
mar’s government has “resolutely” rejected.

Russia prepares for biggest war games in its history

Palestinians slam Trump’s 
decision to shut PLO consulate

UN rights chief urges new panel 
for Myanmar prosecutions

New Australian PM faces election wipe-out — Poll

Seven injured in 
Paris knife attack

Bangladeshi opposition 
forms human chain 
seeking Khaleda’s release

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                 Dated Kohima, the 5th Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. NGURTHANTLUANGI YANO W/o LT. KEDIZHALHOU 
YANO, Pensioner resident Ziekezou Colony Kohima has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension P.O. No. 
111302313 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No. 11514347267 SBI 
Chedema Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 25-06-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2795

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                Dated Kohima, the 5th Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. YANBENI LOTHA W/o LT. PHULAU PHOM, Havaldar, Nagaland 
Police, Kohima resident of Tsiepfutsiepfhe Colony, Kohima  has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X 
to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, 
GIS,NPRIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled. Bank 
A/C No. 20064293367 SBI Lerie Branch Kohima. Who expired on 19-08-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2798

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                 Dated Kohima, the 5th Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. SENUO W/o LT. NEISAKUOLIE, Pensioner resident L. Khel, 
Kohima Village has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/
her Late Husband- Pension P.O. No. PEN/COM/29642/NL/S/27761 of Treasury, 
Kohima (S). Bank A/C No. 36316161498 SBI N.S.T Branch, Kohima. Who 
expired on 06-08-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2796

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                Dated Kohima, the 5th Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. KEVISENUO SUOKHRIE D/o LT. ASÜPI-Ü, Pensioner resident 
Naga Bazar Colony Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ 
transfer his/her Late mother- Pension P.O. NL/F/09973 of Treasury, Kohima 
(North). Bank A/C No. 36458392943 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired 
on 25-08-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2797

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                Dated Kohima, the 5th Sept, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. VILIKA HESSO S/o LT. KITOKA HESSO, Teacher, Dte. Of School 
Education, N/L Kma resident of Pezielietsie Colony, Kohima  has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part 
X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late Brother- GIS, Leave 
encashment & N.P.S. Bank A/C No. 30060364985 SBI Main Branch Kohima. 
Who expired on 22-08-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2799

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

E-mail id: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in/  Fax- 0370-2290460
NO.ELE/REV-15/2018/                                                        Dated: 10th September, 2018. 

PRESS RELEASE
The Election Commission of India has ordered for conduct of Special Summary 
Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls of intensive nature with reference to 1st 
January, 2019 as the qualifying date, with the following schedule for the State 
of Nagaland. 

Sl. No. Activities Period

1 Publication of Integrated 
draft electoral roll

11th September 2018 (Tuesday)

2 Period for filing claims & 
objections

11th September 2018 (Tuesday) to 
31st October 2018 (Wednesday)

3 Special Campaign Dates 22nd September 2018 (Saturday) & 
13th October 2018 (Saturday)

4 Disposal of claims & 
objections

By 30th November 2018 (Friday)

5 Updating database and 
printing of supplement

By 5th January 2019 (Saturday)

6 Final publication of

electoral roll

10th January 2019 (Thursday) 

All pre-revision activities such as training of officials, house to house field 
verification by the Booth Level Officers (BLOs), rationalization of polling stations 
and physical verification of PS buildings and updation of the Control Tables, 
integration and preparation of draft electoral rolls have been completed. 

The draft photo electoral rolls will be published in all the 2227 polling stations 
by the concerned Electoral Registration Officers on 11th September, 2018. Claims 
and objections in Form 6, 6A, 7, 8 and 8A will be received by the concerned 
Booth Level Officer/Assistant Electoral Registration Officer/Electoral Registration 
Officer from 11th September, 2018 to 31st October, 2018. Relevant Forms may be 
obtained from the above electoral authorities or downloaded from www.eci.nic.
in or www.ceo.nagaland.gov.in. Special campaign dates for receiving Forms will 
be held on 22nd September, 2018 (Saturday) and 13th October, 2018 (Saturday) in 
all the polling station locations across the State. 

After disposal of all the Forms received, the final publication of the photo 
electoral rolls for the State will be done on the 10th January, 2019. The final 
electoral rolls so published will be used for conduct of elections till the next 
revision. 

All political parties and citizens are hereby requested to take a pro-active role 
and extend all possible help to the entire election machinery of the State in 
preparation of an accurate and error-free electoral roll. 

(ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS 
Chief Electoral Officer, Nagaland.KG-2793

Support base
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ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror National Award-winning veteran actor Naseeruddin Shah will launch 

the book “Beloved Delhi- A Mughal City And Her Greatest Poets”, 
written by Delhi based-debutant author Saif Mahmood, here on 
September 17. Apart from the discussion on the book between 
Naseeruddin and lyricist Kausar Munir, there will be a photographic 
presentation by Anant Raina, read a statement. At the event, Delhi 
will be showcased, being the seat of Urdu poetry, describing famous 
locations that have spawned great works featured in the book. Meh-
mood is a lawyer and activist who loves Urdu poetry. (IANS)

Naseeruddin Shah to launch 
book on Urdu poets of Delhi

3 pm, 8 pm: Paltan 
(Hindi)

11 am, 1 pm, 6 pm: 
The Nun (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

P
op star Lady Gaga says the idea of fame is 
“very unnatural” and being popular does 
not change the artiste as much as it changes 
the people around them. 

The 32-year-old singer, who has turned 
actor with “A Star is Born”, says director and co-star 
Bradley Cooper’s character is an example of fame’s 
adverse effects.

“The truth is, people think we change. It’s not us 
that change, it’s everyone around us who changes.

“Fame is very unnatural. And we see that Jack is 
struggling is this film. There’s substance abuse, there’s 
trauma. Ally also, for me, is struggling from depres-
sion at the beginning of the film, in not believing in 
herself,” Gaga said.

The singer-actor was speaking at a press con-
ference at the Toronto International Film Festival, 
Billboard reported.

She urged the entertainment industry to intervene 
early to rescue artists struggling with substance abuse 
and other mental health issues as they pursue fame 
and fortune.

“I think that would be wonderful, not just for art-
ists, but the whole world, if we intervene early in life 
when we see people struggling.” 

Before her big Hollywood debut with “A Star is 
Born”, Gaga starred in “American Horror Story: Hotel”, 
the anthology FX series from Ryan Murphy. 

“I just feel lucky to be here. I’m an east coast Ital-
ian American from New York who dreamed of being 
an actress, and I didn’t make it, and so I gave up and 
pursued singing, she said.

PTI

Fame 
doesn’t 
change 
you, it 
changes 
people 
around 
you, says 
Lady Gaga

I felt compelled to 
be part of ‘Hotel 
Mumbai’ — Dev Patel

Alobo Naga & the Band on 
pre-album promotional tour 

‘Complacence is like slow poison’

Tom Cruise has great sense 
of which roles will work for 
him, says Tony Goldwyn

“I think that would be won-
derful, not just for artists, 

but the whole world, if we in-
tervene early in life when we 

see people struggling.” 

“S
lumdog 
Mil-
lionaire” 
actor Dev 
Patel, who 

plays the role of a Sikh 
waiter in Anthony Maras’ 
“Hotel Mumbai” based 
on the November 2008 
terror attacks, said he felt 
compelled to be part of 
the film after his family 
watched the city burning 
across TV screens.

Underlying his old link 
with the Taj Mahal Palace 
hotel from “Slumdog”, the 
actor said Danny Boyle 
did a dance sequence 
there as an ode to India 
and its cinema. 

“As much as I hated 
doing it, the dance 
sequence captured the 
movie. Then to see in 
my house in London 
my parents looking 
at the TV screens 
and watch-
ing Mumbai 
burning, it was 
horrible... And 
when there is 
a film being 
made on it, 
I felt very 
compelled 
to be a part 
of it.” the 
actor said 
here. 

About 
his role 
of Arjun, 
the Sikh 
waiter, 
he said: 
“This 
film 
has so 
many 

amaz-
ing char-
acters. For me, I 
wanted to do more 
with the character of 
Arjun. I had read this 
article about Sikh cab 
drivers in New York being 
targeted and attacked 
after the September 11, 
2001, attacks and being 
labelled terrorists. 

“I thought we can 
make this Sikh man, a 
community extremely un-
derrepresented in cinema, 
to break stereotypes and 
educate the audiences 
about a culture.”

Patel said before film-
ing, he visited the hotel 
and spoke with some of 

the staff. 
“I spoke with the real 

chef. They want to put this 
behind. It is a very delicate 
subject... It is still a very 
raw for a lot of people.” he 
added.

“Hotel Mumbai” 
premiered at the on-going 
Toronto International 
Film Festival on Friday.

IANS

A
lobo Naga and the band 
(ANTB) are on a pre-album 
promotional tour and played 
three shows last weekend at 
the country’s capital in Delhi. 

The band first played for around 2000 
crowd at Mavlankar Hall, Constitution 
club of India, on Sep 6. On Sep. 8, more 
than 5000 crowd witnessed the band at 
the NEST FEST where the band shared 
the stage with Assam superstar Zubeen 
Garg, Former Indian Idol Sourabhee 
Debbarma and John Oinam & The Band. 
The band’s last performance was on Sep. 
9 where they played an intimate concert 
at Bible Bhavan for 250 plus audience 

maintained a release from the band. 
Along with the band’s new song, they 

performed their old songs from their pre-
vious releases like Painted Dreams, The 
End, Youth Anthem, Kumsujulo to name 
a few and cover songs.

The band will be playing two more 
shows- on Sep. 11 at Agape and Nimtho 
GK on the Sep. 12 at the capital before 
heading down for Chennai & Vellore for 
more shows, updated the release. 

The band consists of Alobo Naga on 
the vocals & keys, Fung Walling on bass, 
Lima Mongro on Guitars & David Sunar 
on drums. 

EMN

F
or Abhishek 
Bachchan, it is 
important to be 
relevant rather 
than being vis-

ible on screen. 
This is why the actor, 

known for his films such 
as “Yuva”, “Guru”, “Bunty 
Aur Babli” and “Bluff-
master”, decided to take a 
small break from films.

“I felt I was becom-
ing complacent in my 
work space and that was 
the main reason why I 
decided to go on a break. 
Complacency is like slow 
poison. That is why I 
needed some time off. To 
just re-focus and I am glad 

that I did that,” Abhishek 
told PTI in an interview. 

The actor said the time 
apart from films helped 
him evolve as he is some-
one “who analyses things 
a lot”. 

“I analyse my past 
and work on creating a 
future keeping in mind 
the lessons I have learned 
through both success and 
failures,” he added.

Abhishek, however, 
would not advise the same 
to other actors as he be-
lieves every one copes up 
with the feeling of being 
stagnant in their own way. 

“It is everybody’s per-
sonal journey. I won’t say 

every artiste needs that 
break. It depends per-
son to person. Whatever 
you need at that point. I 
believe it is important to 
be relevant and relatable 
rather than being seen 
on-screen and in every 
second project.” 

Abhishek, son of 
Bollywood megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan, made 
a promising debut with 
“Refugee” and went on to 
deliver hits but it has been 
a chequered career with 
many ups and downs. 

His father’s massive 
on-screen persona also 
cast a huge shadow but 
Abhishek, who often gives 
it back to the online trolls 
in a dignified yet witty 
manner, said he takes 
brickbats in his stride.

“My quest is to enter-
tain my audience and on 
that journey we get to play 
so many different char-
acters. It is about being 
as entertaining as pos-
sible. I am okay with the 
audience and the critics 
expecting from me. 

PTI

T
ony Goldwyn says Tom Cruise 
has an incredible grasp of the 
audience’s pulse and the actor 
believes it is this market sense 
that has made the “Mission: 

Impossible - Fallout” star a legend.
Goldwyn, who collaborated with 

Cruise on 2003’s “The Last Samurai”, says 
the actor inspires his team members to 
deliver their best.

“Tom Cruise has a great sense of 
knowing which roles will work for him. 
What the audience wants reflects in his 
choice of projects. He demands high 
standards from the people he works 
with,” he told PTI in an telephonic inter-
view from the US.

Goldwyn, played the brute, Colo-

nel Bagley to Cruise’s righteous Major 
Nathan Algren in “The Last Samurai”. 

The actor is yet to come close to 
working with anyone as hard as how the 
action icon works.

“Tom Cruise is an extraordinary hu-
man being. He trained for months and 
months for ‘The Last Samurai’. 

“He learned all of that action stuff 
from Samurai swordsmen and martial 
arts experts. He had no previous training. 
He did all of the horse riding stunts on his 
own. His work ethic is incredible.” 

Directed by Edward Zwick, the period 
drama war film, which turned 15 this 
year, aired on Sony PIX on September 9.

PTI
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Serena Williams of the United States yells at chair umpire Carlos Ramos in the women’s final against 
Naomi Osaka of Japan on day thirteen of the 2018 U.S. Open tennis tournament at USTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center in New York on Sep. 8.

Zinedine Zidane left Real Madrid after winning a third successive 
Champions League title.

Novak Djokovic of Serbia kisses the championship trophy after defeating Juan Martin Del Potro of 
Argentina in the men’s final on day fourteen of the 2018 U.S. Open tennis tournament at USTA Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center on Sep. 9.

PTI

Stephen Constantine

A match in progress during the Sainik School cricket championship in Punglwa.

Djokovic wins third US Open, 
equals Sampras on 14 Grand Slams

Serena Williams fined for 
violating tennis code of conduct

Sainik School cricket championship heldZidane wants coaching return ‘soon’

Nagaland Taekwondo League from Oct. 22

Imchaba memorial Nagaland open volleyball trophy from Oct. 8
Constantine plays down India-Pakistan match hype in SAFF Cup

Epic saga: How India’s rowing-star Dattu overcame poverty to win gold

New York, Sep. 10 (PTI/
AFP):  Novak Djokovic 
clinched his third US Open 
title on Sunday with a 6-3, 
7-6 (7/4), 6-3 triumph over 
Juan Martin del Potro, tak-
ing him level with Pete 
Sampras’s mark of 14 
Grand Slams.

Djokovic, playing in his 
eighth final in New York 
and already the champion 
in 2011 and 2015, is now 
just three Slams behind 
Rafael Nadal and six back 
from the record 20 held by 
Roger Federer.

It was also the third 
time the 31-year-old Serb 
-- who missed last year’s 
tournament with an elbow 
injury which sent his career 
into a mini-crisis -- com-
pleted the Wimbledon-US 
Open double.

For world number 
three Del Potro, it was a 
heartbreaking experience 
coming in just his second 
Slam final, nine years after 
he was crowned US Open 
champion.

It was Djokovic’s 15th 
win over the Argentine and 
fifth in five at the Slams.

Victory also means that 
50 of the last 55 majors 
have been win by the ‘Big 
Four’ of Federer, Nadal, 
Djokovic and Andy Murray.

New Delhi, Sep. 10 (IANS): 
From digging wells to sell-
ing onions to working in a 
petrol pump to represent-
ing India at the Rio Olym-
pics while his mother was 
in a coma, India’s rowing 
star Dattu Baban Bhokanal 
has overcome every ob-
stacle in life before winning 
the gold medal as part of In-
dia’s quadruple scull team 
at the recently-concluded 
Asian Games in Jakarta, 
Indonesia.

Hailing from Chand-
wad village near Nashik in 
Maharashtra, Dattu, the 
elder son of a well-digger, 
could hardly afford his 
studies after the division of 
his joint family.

It was in that moment, 
when he was still in fifth 
standard, that he decided 
to join his father as a daily 
wage earner. Since then, he 
has taken a number of odd 
jobs to support his family, 
which also included his two 

younger brothers and an 
ailing mother.

After the death of his 
father, he joined the In-
dian Army which started 
a new chapter in his life 
-- a chapter which brought 
him into the world of sports 
and eventually to the Asiad 
gold.

“It was around 2004-05, 
I was in fifth standard when 
our family was divided. 
After that, we could not 
even afford two meals a 
day and it was then that I 
decided to start working 
with my father, who used to 
dig wells,” Dattu told IANS 
in an interview.

“But I continued my 
studies while doing all sorts 
of odd jobs which included 
masonry, waiter in mar-
riage ceremonies, helper 
in farms, driving tractors 
and JCBs, transportation of 
goods,” he said.

In 2007, he left school 
and started working at a 

petrol pump where he was 
for around four years till his 
father died in December 
2011.

“I used to earn around 
Rs 3,000 every month. To-
gether with my dad’s earn-
ings, we managed to make 
ends meet. But after his 
death, the financial burden 
fell on me as I was the sole 
bread earner of the family.

“I left school in 2007 
but rejoined in 2010. At that 
time I used to work at the 
petrol pump at night and 
used to go to school during 
the day,” he added.

His real journey to the 
Asiad gold started after he 
joined the army in 2012. 
The 27-year-old said the 
decision was driven more 
by the need to serve his 
family than serving the na-
tion.

“Three months after 
the death of my father, I 
joined the army to support 
my family. My mother also 

used to keep unwell and 
her health was my biggest 
concern. There might be 
lack of food in a poor fam-
ily but there is no dearth of 
love and affection,” he said.

“When I worked at the 
petrol pump, I used to run 
before leaving for school 
and that helped me get se-
lected in the army. Despite 

all the hardships, I man-
aged to score 52 per cent in 
my Class X exams.

“By the end of 2012, I 
battled hydrophobia and 
started rowing under the 
guidance of my coach. In 
2013, I was selected for the 
Army Rowing Node (ARN) 
in Pune for better training. 
After six months of practice, 

I struck two gold medals 
at the national champion-
ships and that was a confi-
dence-booster,” he added.

Dattu was quite can-
did about his craze for air-
planes when he described 
how he used to gaze at the 
night sky wondering what’s 
inside the aircraft.

“When I used to work 

at the pump, I slept in the 
nearby fields and in the 
night sky I could see planes 
flying. I always used to 
dream what was inside the 
aircraft and then came 2014 
when I qualified for the 
Asian Games in Incheon 
(South Korea).

“But unfortunately, 
things didn’t go my way and 
I fell unconscious, prob-
ably because of the pres-
sure of performing at the 
international stage for the 
first time. After returning, 
I suffered a back injury but 
came back well to become 
Asia’s best rower from 2016 
to 2018,” he added.

But his biggest heart-
break came in December, 
2016 when his mother met 
an accident and went into 
a coma. “But I managed to 
keep myself composed as I 
had to represent the coun-
try in the Rio Olympics,” 
he said.

Asked about his Asiad 

gold in 2018, Dattu ex-
plained how he battled 
high fever to bring glory to 
the nation. “I had 106 de-
gree fever during the gold 
medal winning feat dur-
ing the 2018 Asian Games. 
But there was a motivation 
from inside,” he said.

But even after achiev-
ing so much, Dattu is still 
grounded as he had no 
hesitation in admitting he 
still doesn’t have a home of 
his own.

“Even after represent-
ing India at the highest level 
in global competitions like 
the Olympics, Asian Cham-
pionship, Asian Games, 
I still don’t have a proper 
house. I still stay with my 
two younger brothers,” he 
said.

Asked about his per-
sonal goals -- such as get-
ting married -- the tall army 
man had a quick reply, “Not 
in the next two years... my 
focus is an Olympic gold.”

Dattu Baban Bhokanal 

With the Arthur Ashe 
Stadium roof closed as 
heavy rain swept New York, 
conditions were slow and 
sluggish.

After taking just two 
points off  Del Potro’s 
first three service games, 
Djokovic, in his eighth final 

in New York and 23rd at the 
majors, pounced to break 
for 5-3.

The key was his success 
with a lung-busting 22-shot 
rally and he pocketed the 
set when the 29-year-old 
del Potro netted a forehand.

It was only the second 

set dropped by the Argen-
tine at the tournament.

For Djokovic, it was an 
illustration of him growing 
into the championships 
as he took his run of con-
secutive sets won to 14, 
stretching back to the sec-
ond round against Tennys 

Sandgren.
Djokovic was soon 3-1 

up in the second set be-
fore Del Potro carved out 
his first break point of the 
match to level at 3-3.

He had three more 
chances in the eighth, all 
saved by Djokovic in a mar-
athon 20-minute game 
which left even Hollywood 
superstar Meryl Streep 
clasping her head in as-
tonishment.

The effort took its toll 
on a suddenly weary-look-
ing Del Potro as a 95-min-
ute set was claimed by 
Djokovic in the tiebreak.

Del Potro was looking 
at having to become the 
first man since Pancho 
Gonales in 1949 to win 
the US title from two sets 
down.

Djokovic sprinted into 
a 3-1 lead in the third set 
before a battling Del Potro 
clung on, hitting back for 
3-3.

But off the back of a 24-
shot rally, Djokovic broke 
again for 5-3 and he was 
within tantalising touch-
ing distance of his 14th 
Grand Slam title, just three 
months after he had left 
Roland Garros in despair 
after a shattering quarter-
final exit.

New York, Sep. 10 (IANS): 
Tennis star Serena Williams 
has been fined $17,000 by 
the organizers of the US 
Open for committing three 
violations of the code of 
conduct during the second 
set of the women’s final, 
which she lost on the week-
end to Japan’s Naomi Osaka 
6-2, 6-4.

Williams was sanc-
tioned in the second set by 
the judge seated at the net, 
Portugal’s Carlos Ramos, for 
receiving help - in the form 
of a hand signal - from the 
box of her coach, Patrick 

Mouratoglou, breaking her 
racket against the court 
surface and verbally abus-
ing the judge by calling him 
a ‘thief’, reports Efe news.

Williams, who was 
fined on Sunday, called the 
judge’s decision “sexist” at a 
later press conference, say-
ing that she had seen male 
players calling umpires 
“several things” but they 
were not penalized for their 
behaviour.

Her actions eclipsed 
the triumph of the 20-year-
old Osaka, who became 
the first Japanese tennis 

player to win the US Open 
and a Grand Slam single’s 
tourney.

The US player, 36, who 
was competing in her 14th 
US Open, failed to win her 
seventh title in the season’s 
last Grand Slam event, a 
win that would have been 
the 24th of her career, thus 
allowing her to tie the leg-
endary Margaret Court of 
Australia in terms of tour-
ney wins.

Williams received $1.85 
million for playing in the 
final. Her fine will be de-
ducted from that amount.

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
Sainik School Punglwa or-
ganised a cricket champi-
onship for novice cadets 
from which was held from 
Sep. 2 till the 9th with an 
objective to encourage the 
cadets to explore their tal-
ents in games and sports 
and to enable them to ex-
cel in the game they are 
good at.

The championship was 
played by the six sections of 
classes 6 and 7 on league 
cum knockout basis, ac-
cording to a press release 
received here on Mon. Sep. 
10.

In the final match, 
class 6A after winning the 

toss, decided to bat first 
and scored 70 runs in 10 
overs.  Chasing 71 runs to 
win, class 7B easily won the 
match by eight wickets and 
were crowned champions 
of the tournament. Class 

7A was placed third in the 
championship.

After giving away the 
prizes, the chief guest Lt Col 
M Kiran Meitei, officiating 
principal, congratulated 
the winners.

In his short address, the 
chief guest encouraged the 
cadets to put in their best 
in every competition they 
take part; be it academics, 
games and sports or oth-
erwise.

Dhaka, Sep. 10 (IANS): Indian football 
team coach Stephen Constantine 
feels the high-octane semi-final clash 
against Pakistan in the ongoing SAFF 
Cup, will be “just another match.”

Courtesy India’s back to back 
victories against Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives by an identical 2-0 margin, 
India booked a semi-final clash with 
Pakistan which will be played at the 
Bangabandhu National Stadium in 
Dhaka on Wednesday.

“We are aware of the contest. 
But that is nothing different. It is just 
another match. We can’t let the occa-
sion get over us and hopefully, we will 
beat them to advance to the final,” 
Constantine said.

The two sides last played an of-
ficial match in September 2013 in 
Kathmandu, India emerging winners 
by a solitary goal on that occasion. In-
cidentally, Pakistan have qualified to 

the last-four of SAFF Suzuki Cup after 
13 long years and they now clash with 
the seven-time champions.

Meanwhile, Constantine also 
lauded Nepal’s achievements and ex-
pressed they were deserving entrants 
to the semis.

“Nepal have played some stupen-
dous football and they have deserv-
ingly reached the semis. Hopefully, 
we get a win against Pakistan and face 
Nepal in the final,” he maintained.

Nepal will play the Maldives in the 
other semi-final which is scheduled 
on the same day.

Meanwhile, Manvir Singh, de-
clared as the ‘Most Valuable Player’ for 
his performance against the Maldives, 
stated his first international goal was 
his ‘most delightful moment’ as a 
footballer.

“Scoring for the country is always 
special. The first goal - it’s a different 

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): The 
Dimapur District Taekwondo As-
sociation (DDTA) issued a press 
release on Monday, through its 
general secretary stating that the 
“Nagaland Taekwondo League” 
championship hosted by Na-
galand Taekwondo Association 

(NTA) will be held from October 
22 till the 27th at the Kohima local 
ground. 

In view of the championship, 
the DDTA has informed all the 
coaches/instructors of Dimapur 
district that the selection of play-
ers to participate in the event will 

be held on Sat. Sep. 29 at the Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary School 
ground in Nagarjan from 7 am. 

The press release also in-
formed all the coaches/instruc-
tors to submit the name of the 
players for selection on or before 
September. 22.

Dimapur, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
The 13th Imchaba Master 
Memorial Nagaland Open 
Volleyball Trophy 2018, 
organised by the Mokok-
chung District Volleyball 
Association (MDVA), will 
commence tentatively from 
October 8.

The MDVA issued a 

press release stating that 
cash prizes carrying a sum 
of INR 70,000, INR 50,000, 
INR 25000 and INR 15,000 
will be awarded to the 
champion, first runners-
up, second runners-up and 
third runners-up along with 
individual prizes for the 
best spiker, best setter and 

player of the tournament.
The update also in-

formed that all the par-
ticipating teams, except for 
the final four, will be given 
INR 5000 each as participa-
tion grand and a minimum 
travelling allowance will 
be compensated to those 
teams from outside Mokok-

chung sistrict.
Interested teams may 

collect entry form from 
LIM counter- Kohima, Mo-
kokchung and Kohima, 
which will be available from 
Sep. 13. The last date for 
submission of the entry 
form is Oct. 2, the organiser 
informed.

Madrid, Sep. 10 (AFP): Zin-
edine Zidane has paved the 
way for a return to man-
agement by admitting he 
expects to take another 
coaching job soon.

Zidane made the sur-
prise decision to leave 
Real Madrid at the end of 
last season, five days after 
leading the club to a third 
consecutive Champions 
League title.

The Frenchman said he 
believed change was need-
ed for the team to “keep 
winning” but, despite a 
disappointing final La Liga 
campaign, he left with his 
reputation sky-high.

Manchester United 
have been linked with a 
move for Zidane, with Jose 

Mourinho’s position at Old 
Trafford increasingly un-
certain.

“Surely I am going to 
return to coaching soon,” 
Zidane told Spanish broad-
caster RTVE on Sunday.

“Because I like it and 
(football) is what I have 
done my whole life.”

Zidane began coaching 
for Castilla, Real Madrid’s B 
team, in 2014 before taking 
charge of the first team in 
January 2016 after Rafael 
Benitez was sacked.

He led Madrid to the 
league title the following 
year but failed to replicate 
that success domestically 
last term, as Los Blancos 
finished third, 17 points 
behind Barcelona.

emotion. I was sniffing around but 
the goal was eluding me,” he quipped. 

“So finally, when I made it, it was 
the most delightful moment for me 
as a footballer. The win has been a 
result of our team game and now we’re 
looking forward to the semi-finals,” 
Manvir added.
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Nations League gets thumbs 
up after exciting start

My dream is to see Indian athlete 
win Olympic gold — Milkha Singh

Alli out of Switzerland 
friendly with muscle strain

Chandimal out of Asia Cup with finger injury

Wimbledon champion Kerber 
seals spot in WTA Finals

Balotelli dropped for Italy's 
Nations League game in Portugal

End on a high

Defending champions Vanguard FC rout Nine Zone Peren FC 5-0
Captain Kenguruse Memorial Football tourney underway

Berlin, Sep. 10 (Reuters): 
The UEFA Nations League 
could not have timed its 
inaugural matchday better 
with freshly-crowned world 
champions France in the 
midst of gripping action in 
the race for the new conti-
nental title.

The competition was 
created to replace friendly 
internationals that were 
proving unpopular with 
clubs, players and fans as 
they interrupted league ac-
tion.

To be held every two 
years, it features all 55 of 
Europe’s national teams di-
vided into four leagues that 
are themselves split into 
four groups of three, to be 
played between September 
and November.

Apart from promotion, 
relegation and financial 
bonuses in every league, 
the top one, which includes 
France, Spain, England and 
Germany, will finish with 
a four-team mini-tourna-
ment in June next year, to 
decide the champion.

Initially greeted with 
scepticism, the Nations 
League largely got the 
thumbs up after the first 
batch of matches.

“I really like the compe-
tition,” said Germany coach 
Joachim Loew, whose team 
drew 0-0 in their League A 
clash against France last 
Thursday. “Because we 

AP/PTI

England's Alastair Cook, in his last ever batting innings before retiring from test cricket, walks off the field of 
play after losing his wicket off the bowling of India's Hanuma Vihari for 147 runs during the fifth cricket test 
match of a five match series against India at the Oval cricket ground in London on Mon. Sep. 10.

EM Images

Yhanshalo Kemp in white (9) takes a shot during the first match of the ongoing Captain Neikezhakuo Kenguruse 
Memorial Football tournament at the Kohima local ground on Monday.

France's Olivier Giroud (extreme right) celebrates scoring their second goal with Kylian Mbappe and 
Benjamin Mendy during UEFA Nations League, League A, Group 1 match against the Netherlands at the 
Stade de France on Sun. Sep. 9.

Dele Alli 

Forward Mario Balotelli was substituted in the draw against Poland 
with a muscular problem.

Milkha Singh 

Angelique Kerber

have matches on a very 
high level.”

“You could also see that 
the fans were really behind 
it,” Loew said after almost 
80,000 poured into Munich’s 
Allianz Arena for the game.

The Germans were des-
perate to make amends for 
their World Cup fiasco in 
Russia that saw them crash 
out at the group stage in 
June, and few teams would 
be better suited than the 
new world champions.

There was equal enthu-
siasm in other top matches 
including in World Cup 
semi-finalists England’s 2-1 
loss to Spain on Saturday, 
with 81,000 spectators at 
Wembley Stadium.

“We have got to go 
through those games, we 
have got to go through 
those experiences,” said 
England coach Gareth 
Southgate, who made only 
three changes to the team 
that played in the World 

Cup semi-final against 
Croatia.

“Otherwise... if we were 
just playing qualifiers now, 
against a lower standard 
opposition on the back of 
the result in the summer, 
we might have a percep-
tion of where we are which 
is false”.

Top-level matches
For European heavy-

weights the Netherlands 
and Italy,  the Nations 
League could not come 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 10 (EMN): 
Defending champions Van-
guard FC kicked started the 
campaign with a 5-0 win 
over Nine Zone Peren in the 
first match of the fourth edi-
tion of Capt Kengruse me-
morial state level football 
tournament at the Kohima 
local ground on Monday.

The tournament is or-
ganised by the Assam Rifles 
to honour late soldier Cap-
tain Neikezhakuo Kengruse, 
Maha Vir Chakra who sacri-
ficed his life for the country 
during the Kargil war in 
1999.

Playing the 80 minute 
match, skipper Yhanshalo 
Kemp scored twice while 
a goal each from Rhitsho 
Mero, Vekhruto Resu and 
Nyithong Magh helped the 
team to run riot against 
Nine Zone.

After Rhitsho Mero 
opened the scoring in 
the 6th minute, captain 
Yhanshalo Kemp scored 

to give Vanguard FC 2-0 
lead through an assist from 
Nyithong Magh in the 21st 
minute.

Yhanshalo Kemp scored 
again five minutes later as-
sisted by Sinlo Kent to take 
the deserving lead. Van-
guard hit the cross bar twice 
in the first half and should 
have scored more but rued 
their lack of finishing from 
their striker. 

Best chance for Peren 
came through Kenumdi in 
the 35th minute when his 
teammate’s cross found him 
inside the area but he shot 
the ball wide off the target.

In the second half, Van-
guard scored again through 
a screamer from Vekhruto 
Resu in the 46th minute. 
The captain then created 
the fifth goal for Nyithong 
Magh to score a long range 
kick in the 58th minute.

Peren team on the other 
side failed to create any 
chances in the second half 
and could not attempt any 

sooner as a return to com-
petition was important to 
both sides after failing to 
qualify for the World Cup.

The Dutch suffered a 
2-1 loss to France on Sun-
day but were visibly con-
tent to be mixing it up again 
with Europe’s big boys.

“I think we are on the 
right track,” said Dutch 
coach Ronald Koeman.

But it was not only the 
big names that shone, with 
European minnows getting 
their chance to showcase 
their skills and potentially 
qualify for the European 
Championship in 2020.

Luxembourg enjoyed a 
sensational Nations League 
premiere, crushing Mol-
dova 4-0 for their biggest 
win in 70 years while the 
Faroe Islands won 3-1 in 
their League D island derby 
against Malta.

Not everyone had the 
same intensity, though, 
with European champions 
Portugal resting Cristiano 
Ronaldo against Italy later 
on Monday and having 
sold 45,000 tickets for the 
Estadio da Luz which holds 
64,000.

Asked whether his play-
ers were nervous, Portugal 
coach Fernando Santos 
said: “We have very experi-
enced players, so there isn’t 
that anxiety. Maybe if it was 
a World Cup, or European 
qualifying, there would be.”

Lisbon, Sep. 10 (AFP): 
Forward Mario Balotelli 
has been dropped by Italy 
coach Roberto Mancini for 
Monday's Nations League 
game against European 
champions Portugal in Lis-
bon.

Nice striker Balotelli 
came under fire for his per-
formance in their Nations 
League opener against Po-
land on Friday, where the 
Azzurri were held 1-1.

The 28-year-old was 
substituted with a muscu-
lar problem, with Mancini 
conceding his fitness level 
was a problem.

It will be the first game 
which Balotelli has not 
played since Mancini took 
over last May after the four-
time winners' devastating 
failure to qualify for the 
World Cup.

But Balotelli has made 
the trip to Portugal with the 
squad as Mancini consid-
ers him to be a central fig-
ure in the team he is trying 
to rebuild.

Balotelli had played in 
all four games so far under 
Mancini, scoring in a 2-1 
friendly win over Saudi 
Arabia.

Mancini's other two 
friendlies were a 3-1 de-
feat to World Cup winners 
France and 1-1 draw with 
the Netherlands.

Lorenzo Pellegrini has 
also been left out along 
with Cagliari goalkeeper 
Alessio Cragno, Juventus 
defender Daniele Rugani 

Solan (Himachal Pradesh), 
Sep. 10 (IANS): Legendary 
athlete Milkha Singh said 
on Monday that it was his 
dream to see an Indian 
athlete win a gold medal at 
the Olympic Games.

"It's my dream to see 
an Indian athlete win a 
gold medal at the Olympics 
that I lost in Rome," he said 
during an interaction with 

the students of Shoolini 
University near here.

The living legend, also 
known by his nickname 
'Flying Sikh', got emotional 
on watching a clip from 
his biopic 'Bhaag Milkha 
Bhaag', recalling all the 
struggles of his life.

Milkha Singh shared 
his life story recalling his 
childhood struggles as well 

London, Sep. 10 (Reuters): 
England midfielder Dele 
Alli has withdrawn from 
the squad ahead of Tues-
day’s friendly against Swit-
zerland due to a minor 
muscle strain, the English 
Football Association said 
on Monday.

Alli, 22, picked up the 
injury in England’s 2-1 
defeat by Spain in Satur-
day’s UEFA Nations League 
opener at Wembley Sta-
dium.

The Tottenham Hot-
spur player is set to return 
to his club for further treat-
ment.

Alli faces a race to be 
fit for Saturday’s Premier 
League clash with Liver-
pool.

England have called 
up Leicester City duo Ben 
Chilwell and Demarai Gray 
for the friendly match at the 
King Power Stadium, but 
said they would not make 
any more additions to the 
squad ahead of Monday’s 
training session.

Luke Shaw, who was 
concussed after a blow 
to his head in the loss to 
Spain, returned to his club 
Manchester United on 
Monday.

Bengaluru, Sep. 10 (Re-
uters): Former world num-
ber one Angelique Kerber 
became the second player 
to qualify for next month's 
season-ending WTA Finals 
in Singapore, the WTA said 
on Monday.

Kerber, 30, who won 
the third Grand Slam title 
of her career at Wimbledon 
this year, joins top-ranked 
Simona Halep who booked 
her place in the event in 
August.

"I have many memories 
of competing in Singapore, 
especially reaching the final 
in 2016 and I'm excited to 
be back and play in front of 
the amazing fans," Kerber 
told the WTA website http://
www.wtatennis.com/news/
angelique-kerber-secures-
second-singles-berth-2018-
wta-finals-singapore.

This is the fifth year that 
world number three Kerber 
has qualified for the WTA 
Finals, which will take place 
at the Singapore Sports Hub 
from October 21-28.

goal on the target as Van-
guard got their clean sheet 
to end the match 5-0.

The 13 day long football 
tournament is played on a 
knockout basis. 24 teams 
from various districts are 
participating in the tourna-
ment after winning their 
qualifier round played in 

each district. Two teams 
from the entire district 
along with defending cham-
pions Vanguard FC and in-
cluding three teams from 
security forces i.e. Head-
quarter Inspector General 
Assam Rifles, Director Gen-
eral Police XI and 164 Ter-
ritorial Army (Head Hunter 

Naga) are taking part. The 
tournament will conclude 
on September 22. 

Until the pre-quarter-
finals rounds, there will be 
two grounds where four 
matches will be played, two 
in Kohima local ground 
and two in Tsiese basa local 
ground.

The winner of the tour-
nament will walk home with 
a cash prize of INR 1. 75 
lakhs while the runners-up 
will receive INR 80000. The 
two semi-finalists will also 
receive INR 25,000 each. The 
individual awards include 
most valuable player, golden 
boot and golden gloves. 

Major General PC Nair, 
Yudh Deva Medal, IGAR (N) 
attended the event as the 
special guest while father of 
Late Captain Neikezhakuo 
Kenguruse Neiselie Kengu-
ruse also spoke during the 
occasion.

Fixture for Tuesday
Ground-1 (Kohima local 

ground)
Fountain Lad FC vs United 

FC at 1 pm
Khriekesa FC Meriema vs 

One-Ten FC at 3pm
Ground-2 (Tsiese basa)

Tizit Tornado vs Naga Terri-
ers at 1pm

Victorious FC vs Zunheboto 
Range Students Union FC 

at 3pm

as shared his experience in 
the famous sporting event 
held at Pakistan in 1960 
where he defeated his Paki-
stani contemporary Abdul 
Khaliq.

"No matter who be-
comes our Prime Minis-
ter, no one can completely 
eradicate poverty from 
the country. We as citizens 
need to contribute and do 
our bit in eradication of 
poverty and development 
of the nation," he said.

He encouraged the stu-
dents to work hard and 
emphasized that hard work 
is even more important 
than competence. He said 
that youth is the future of 
the nation and they must 
work hard to bring glory to 
the nation.

Milkha Singh also inau-
gurated an indoor sports 
complex that will be named 
after him as the Milkha 
Singh Sports Complex. He 
was welcomed by Prof. 
P.K. Khosla, Vice Chancel-
lor of Shoolini University 
and Atul Khosla, Pro-Vice 
Chancellor and Founder of 
the university.

and Roma midfielder Nico-
lo Zaniolo.

Mancini confirmed 
that Fiorentina forward 
Federico Chiesa would 
start after the 20-year-old 
proved pivotal when he 
came on last Friday, along 
with goalkeeper Gianluigi 
Donnarumma.

Balotelli's place could 
be taken by either Andrea 
Belotti or Ciro Immobile.

Mancini defended Ba-
lotelli from criticism.

"A player knows when 
he has played well or bad-
ly," he said.

"I think Mario knows 
full well what his perfor-

mance against Poland was 
like. Criticism is part of the 
game.

"We are only at the be-
ginning of this journey and 
will change several players 
from the Poland game, also 
to look after the lads.

"We are ready and know 
it can be a very important 
match. I won't say it's de-
cisive, as there are another 
two to go, but we are fac-
ing the reigning European 
champions."

Italy's have won six 
games to four for Portugal 
in previous meetings, but 
the Azzurri have not won a 
game in Lisbon in 31 years.

The top eight singles 
players at the $7 million 
prize money event will face 
off in a round-robin for-
mat with the winner taking 
home the Billie Jean King 
Trophy.

The top eight doubles 
teams will compete for the 
Martina Navratilova Trophy.

Colombo, Sep. 10 (Reuters): Sri Lanka bats-
man Dinesh Chandimal has been ruled 
out of their Asia Cup campaign after failing 
to overcome a finger injury, the country's 
cricket board said here on Monday.

Test captain Chandimal, 28, fractured 
his right middle finger while playing for 
Colombo in a domestic Twenty20 league 
match and was withdrawn from their 

16-member squad as he needed more time 
to recover, Sri Lanka Cricket added.

He has been replaced by reserve wick-
etkeeper-batsman Niroshan Dickwella for 
the 50-over tournament scheduled to start 
in the United Arab Emirates this weekend.

Sri Lanka play Bangladesh in their open-
er on Sept. 15, before meeting Afghanistan 
two days later.


