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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 9: In May this 
year, a non-profit Indian research 
institute for social sciences and 
humanities, the Common Cause 
and the Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies (CSDS), 
released a significant report titled 
‘Status of Policing in India 2018.’ 
It set out to examine how the 
population perceives the police 
in India.

The report highlighted the 
gaps and systemic inefficiencies 
that have become endemic in 
almost all the states even though 
these have been flagged by suc-
cessive annual reports of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India.

The Status of Policing in In-
dia 2018 ranked Nagaland low 
on most indicators; the state fell 
short on the perimeter of trust, 

of the people, in the local police.
“On analysing trust in differ-

ent hierarchies of police by states 
we found that trust in local police 
was greatest in Andhra Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Telangana, and Kerala 
(in that order). On the other hand, 
Rajasthan reported the lowest 
levels of trust, followed by Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar and Nagaland,” 
the report read. 

Nagaland was ranked a lowly 
19 out of the 22 states that were 
surveyed in both performance of 
the local police and the commu-
nities’ trust in them (see graph). 

It did rank 27.7% in locals 
showing ‘no fear of the police’ 
but 24% of respondents from 
the state did say that they were 
‘somewhat fearful’ of the police.

Nagaland ranked fifth in will-
ingness to let their child visit po-
lice stations alone, although the 
number of respondents, unwill-
ing to do so, was also high.

Programme to dispel students’ 
perceived ‘fear’ of law enforcers
Minorities often get a harsher 
deal from law enforcement across 
the world. India, and particularly 
Nagaland, is no different. With 
the state’s long-running armed 
conflict, drug trade, and reports 
of police brutality, the low trust 
in the law enforcement hardly 
comes as a surprise that when 
the residents think of police, they 
get scared.

To change this perception 
among the younger generations 
of Nagas, the Nagaland Police 

has started a programme called 
the ‘Police Ke Pathshala’ on Aug. 
31 as an initiative of the Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP; range) 
Sonia Singh. It is an outreach 
programme that seeks to bring 
the police and students’ com-
munity closer.

The initiative envisages en-
lightening students about Rule of 
Law and impressing upon them 
the necessity of maintaining law 
and order ‘for development of 
the society.’

The project aims at schools 
and educational institutions. 
The institutions can be the main 
platform to educate students 
about various topics and subjects 
concerning policing. Singh told 
Eastern Mirror that the focus of 
the programme was to eradicate 
the ‘misconception’ the students’ 
community had about the police 
in Nagaland. “Every police (sic) 
struggles day and night to en-
sure security for the society. But 
despite our efforts, the students 
think that the police will scold 
them and they hide away from 
us. So my first and foremost point 
is to change that perception to-
wards the police,” Singh said.

“My second target is to let the 
student see the police as their 
mentor and their protector,” the 
officer said while asserting that 
students should be a channel to 
help the police detect crimes in 
the society.

According to Singh, the ‘Po-
lice Ke Pathshala’ programme 
will consist of three phases. In 

the first phase, Singh said, she 
will be visiting 30-35 schools to 
conduct seminars about how the 
police works and to educate peo-
ple about the procedures of law; 
and criminal acts like domestic 
violence, rape, sexual harass-
ment; cyber crime, cyber stalk-
ing; voyeurism; and defamation, 
and revenge porn etc.The IGP 
said she will have interactions 
during which students would be 
allowed to share opinions and of-
fer suggestions. “Through these 
interactions, we also hope to in-
stil a sense of confidence among 
them. This is about building trust 
with them so that they can share 
any vital information with the 
police without any hesitation,” 
she said.

In the second phase, she said 
that a group by the name ‘power 
angels’ would be created. Appli-
cation forms will be distributed to 
every school for students willing 
to apply to be part of it.

IGP Singh explained that the 
‘power angles’ shall be a team of 
active students that shall have 
a close contact with her or with 
police personnel around them. 
“They will be the one to respond 
quickly if they sense any crime in 
their school, town, or village,” she 
explained.

In the third phase, self-de-
fence classes shall be imparted to 
the ‘power angels.’

The officer said that the pro-
gramme had been conducted at 
Little Flower Higher Secondary 
School and Holy Family School, 
in Kohima. She said that teams 
will be created to conduct simi-
lar seminars in every school in 
Nagaland. 

New Delhi, Sep. 9 (PTI): 
Setting the tone for the 
2019 parliamentary elec-
t ion,  Pr ime Minister 
Narendra Modi coined 
Sunday a new slogan, 'Ajay 
Bharat, Atal BJP', highlight-
ing his party's commit-
ment to its core values and 
the country's progress and 
forward march under its 
rule. 

Addressing the BJP 
national executive meet, 
Modi also paid rich trib-
utes to former prime min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
through his slogan.

The new slogan, 'Ajay 
Bharat, Atal BJP', means an 
India which is victorious 
and cannot be subjugat-
ed by anyone and a party 
which is committed to its 

principles, Union Minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad 
said briefing the media 
about Modi's speech in the 
closed-door meeting.

Taking a dig at efforts 
by opposition parties to 
stitch together a grand alli-
ance against the BJP, Modi 
said, "People who do not 
see eye to eye are thinking 
of a grand alliance. It is 
vindication of our work." 

He said that no one, 
not even smaller parties, 
was ready to accept the 
leadership of the Congress 
in such an alliance.

Describing his vision 
for the country, the prime 
minister said, "I want the 
country to be affluent, but 
its bedrock should be sim-
plicity.

New Delhi, Sep. 9 (PTI): 
The military is seriously 
considering recalibrat-
ing its counter-insurgency 
strategy in the militancy-
hit North East in the wake 
of an "over cautious" ap-
proach being adopted by 
its field units in the region 
following the Supreme 
Court's strict orders to the 
CBI to ensure thorough 
probe into the alleged 
extra-judicial killings in 
Manipur, military sources 
said.

They said the coun-
try’s army headquarters 
was "deeply worried" over 
the rising casualty figures 
on the part of the Army 
in Manipur as well as a 
marked slowdown in the 
intensity of its operations 
against militants in the 
state, where over 10 major 
militant groups are active.

The top brass of the In-
dian Army held a detailed 
deliberation last month 
to look at recalibration of 
operations since there ap-
pears to be a "manifested 
caution" being exercised 
because of the directives of 
the court on AFSPA-related 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 9: The death toll from an unknown 
communicable disease in the ‘Naga autonomous ad-
ministration area,’ in Myanmar has climbed to seven 
and more than 1000 villagers have been reported af-
fected by the disease.

Reports reaching here stated that the victims were 
mostly children below 18 years. The illness is charac-
terised by high temperature, bleeding from the nose, 
and diarrhoea. Report also stated that Don Hee town-
ship has been affected the most and the infection has 
not been contained yet.

It stated that members from Eastern Naga De-
velopment Organisation (ENDO), a Myanmar-based 
NGO, were able to reach the affected areas and try-
ing their best with limited resources to contain the 
disease.

The organisation has sought prayer support from 
across the globe for the safety and speedy recovery of 
the affected people. For any query, help and contri-
bution toward the affected people, one may contact 
Shanmaw, CSSDD director of Naga Baptist Conven-
tion Khamti on phone no. 09423939571, David, gen-
eral secretary of Hangya Baptist Mission Committee, 
and Lotu, local resident, on phone no. 09429001653.

Eastern Mirror first reported on the breakout of 
the mysterious illness in Naga autonomous admin-
istration area on August 28. The, it was reported that 
100 children were treated for an unidentified disease.

Initial report stated that victims showed symp-
toms of fever, reddish eye, and rashes on the skin.

It was also reported that 80 people died of measles 
and other infectious diseases in Nan Yun and Lahe 
townships in 2016.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 9 (EMN):  Suicide 
is a problem that arises from the 
psychological condition of de-
pression caused by relationship 
issues, or financial problems; or 
from shame and deep sense of 
guilt; or substance abuse; lack of 
attention, parental rejection; or 
lack of self worth.  

According to a senior medical 
officer at the State Metal Health 
Institute in Kohima, Dr. Viketoulie 
Pienyü, depression could be due 
to stated psychological issues. In 
suicide cases among states, Naga-
land is ranked the second lowest 
in the country, with the suicide 
rate 0.9% against the national 
average of 10.8%, according to the 
National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) report, ‘Accidental Deaths 
& Suicides in India 2015,’ which 
was released in December 2016.

However, it was also reported 
that Nagaland was among the top 
five states / Union Territories that 
witnessed a significant increase in 
suicide in 2015, unlike the previ-
ous years. 

A comparative statement of 
UD (unnatural death) cases regis-
tered in the state provided by the 
Crime branch of the state’s police 
headquarters shows that 25 cases 
were registered during 2016; 23 
during 2017, and 10 cases in the 
current year till August 31.

Out of the 58 cases that were 
registered since 2016, it was found 

that 32 were from Dimapur dis-
trict alone.

Serendip Guardians is an NGO 
working  in the field of mental 
health and works for preven-
tion of suicides in Nagaland. In 
collaboration with like-minded 
individuals, the NGO is observing 
‘World Suicide Prevention Day’ 
on September 10 with the theme 
‘Coming Together for Suicide Pre-
vention’ at Father’s House Church 
in Chumukedima.

Talking to Eastern Mirror, the 
director of Serendip Guardians, 
Rini Ghose, was of the view that 
although Nagaland was ranked 
second lowest, the fact remains 
that many suicides go unreported 
and undocumented. 

Due to stigma and taboo as-
sociate with suicide, she said, ‘We 
choose not to report such cases 
because in Naga society each tribe 
governed by cultural beliefs, ritu-
als and customs categorise death 
as natural and unnatural.’

With each tribe having terms 
for what is referred to as unnatural 
death, Ghose said suicide, death 
during child birth, drowning and 
many others, depending on the 
tribes, fall into the category of un-
natural death. 

 “Now, there are taboos asso-
ciated with these kinds of death 
where we don’t give due diligence 
like what we give to the so-called 
natural death. It not just dehu-
manises the person who died but 

also the family of the departed,” 
said Ghose. 

“Apart from the many myths 
associated with suicide, it is also 
considered an act of cowardice, 
weakness, generational sins and 
many more.”

Dr. Pienyü pointed out that 
suicide was not well-accepted by 
the society and the affected fam-
ily must have to struggle with the 
stigma for the rest of their lives. 
“This probably explains why sui-
cide is so less in the Naga society,” 
he added.

He was of the view that suicide 
was not so common in the state if 
compared to other societies,  due 
to a strong buffer system (support 
of family and the community). 
Nonetheless, he said most of the 
suicides are more prevalent and 
common among young peo-
ple due to depression caused by 
failure in love, parental abuse, 
failure in exams, impulsivity and 
attention-seeking behavior. 

Education through various 
forums like schools, radio, and TV 
talks will go a long way in creat-
ing awareness about suicide, Dr. 
Pienyü asserted. 

Further, Ghose observed there 
to be a low level of awareness 
about mental health, and said, 
“Our understanding of mental 
health is of people with severe 
mental illness who roam on the 
streets or are in the mental hospi-
tals” while issues like depression, 

anxiety, stress, trauma and many 
more are not even regarded as 
mental health issues. Adding to 
the stigma and lack of aware-
ness, she said it becomes much 
easier for people to say ‘my broth-
er/sister/child is possessed by 
some supernatural beings’ than 
to acknowledge that the person 
has mental health problems and 
needs professional help.   

She asserted that it was time 
for people start talking about it 
rather than hushing it up, and 
to accept the fact ‘mental health 
issues are real, depression is real’ 
and give mental health issues due 
importance, and to accept profes-
sional help. 

Unless people start accepting 
the reality of mental illness and do 
away with the stigma and taboo 
and create safe spaces for people 
to talk about their mental health 
related problems, she said those 
who suffer will continue to suffer 
in silence. 

Also, Ghose suggested re-ex-
amining the educational system; 
it measures excellence through 
marks scored in examinations, 
which puts young students 
through much pressure to excel. 
She suggested a suicide-preven-
tion helpline for Nagaland, and 
mental health cells in all hospitals 
and health centres in addition to 
the few existing ones; and with 
them, professionals who offer 
support and care. 

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
I didn't take any housing 
loan...I just sold my car 

and stopped driving.
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A woman props up a basket made of cane while another woman piles firewood into it at Kirhazouma 
village, in Kohima district. The loaded basket would be carried, worn from a strap that is attached to the 
basket.   

cases, the sources said.
The Supreme Court 

has passed a number of 
orders to the CBI in the last 
few months directing the 
central probe agency to 
thoroughly investigate the 
alleged extra-judicial kill-
ings and fake encounters by 
the Army, Assam Rifles and 
police in Manipur, saying 
violation of human rights 
cannot be tolerated.

In July last year, the 
court, following a PIL seek-
ing a probe into as many 
as 1,528 cases of alleged 
extra-judicial killings in Ma-
nipur, constituted a special 
investigation team of the 
CBI (Central Bureau of In-
vestigation).

CBI director Alok Kumar 
Verma was summoned by 
the apex court in July over 
the "unduly long time" tak-
en by the agency in probing 
the cases of alleged extra-
judicial killings in the state.

The sources said there 
has been perceptible dis-
quiet among some of the 
soldiers and officers de-
ployed in Manipur follow-
ing the court orders and 
subsequent CBI action and 
that they are adopting an 
"over-cautious approach" 
in carrying out the opera-
tions against militants.

In 2017, they said, a 
total of eight army men 
were killed and 26 injured 
in anti-insurgency opera-
tions while the number of 
militants gunned down was 
three.

Till August this year, only 
three insurgents have been 
eliminated where as five 
soldiers were killed and 17 
injured in military-led op-
erations, they said.

According to official 
figures, a total of 1,889 sol-
diers were killed and 3,168 
have suffered serious inju-
ries in action in the North 
East since 1997 while the 
number of insurgents killed 
during the period was 4,974.

An official said the over-

all figure of the Army and 
Assam Rifles personnel 
killed and injured, along 
with those gunned down by 
security forces, was around 
10,000 in the last 20 years.

"The Kargil conflict had 
left 527 army men dead and 
1363 wounded. But look at 
the casualty figures in the 
North East," he said.

Without elaborating, the 
sources said the Army was 
considering various option 
to address its concerns over 
rising ratio of casualties of 
its personnel in the region, 
particularly in Manipur.

Earlier during a hear-
ing on AFSPA related cases 
in Manipur, the Supreme 
Court had rejected the gov-
ernment's contention that 
the disturbed area is akin to 
a war like situation.

Jammu and Kashmir, 
Manipur and a number 
of states in the North East 
were brought under the 
Armed Forces Special Pow-
ers Act (AFSPA) which gives 
the security forces special 
rights and immunity in 
carrying out various op-
erations. There has been a 
long-standing demand from 
various quarters in J-K and 
the Northeast to withdraw it.

In a major move, around 
700 Army officers and sol-
diers have approached the 
Supreme Court against re-
ported move to dilute some 
provisions of the AFSPA. 
The act protects the secu-
rity forces from prosecu-
tion without the Centre's 
approval.

Interestingly,  Army 
Chief General Bipin Rawat 
disapproved of the move 
by the serving officers and 
soldiers to approach the 
top court in their personal 
capacity.

At the same time, he 
said the armed forces and 
the defence ministry are 
steadfastly behind all of-
ficers who have conducted 
operations in Jammu and 
Kashmir and the north east.

A graph showing the final scores of 22 states and the level of trust people had in their 
respective local police establishment. (Source: Status of Policing in India Report 2018) 
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Nagaland police seeks to revive waning public 
trust by reaching out to school students  



Horticulture dept. observes 
national nutrition week 

Kohima ERO 
convenes meeting 
for Special 
Summary Revision

Yingli College commemorates foundation day 

NEISSR conducts cleanliness drive 

DLSU invites 
candidates for office 
bearers’ election

Naga students in Kolkata welcome new students Peren CMO reviews 
performance of health units 

Phüsachodü students host general session 

DPS sensitised on measles 
and rubella vaccination 

Colony in Wokha conducts cleanliness drive 
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Officers, staff and students during the National Nutrition Week event that was observed from Sep. 1 to 
the 7th.

Trainees of the NEISSR and volunteers from Model colony pose for a photograph during the cleanliness 
drive.

Akhale Vizol Khamo addressing the 23rd general session and 
‘freshers’ day’ of the Phüsachodümi Students’ Union at Ura Academy 
hall in Kohima.

LL Doungel, along with the members of NSUK, seen here after the students’ event at Kolkata on Saturday.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): 
With an aim to ensure 
better health for the citi-
zens, the Horticulture de-
partment observed the 
National Nutrition week 
from Sept. 1 to 7, under 
the theme “Better Child 
Health.” 

A  w e e k l o n g  p r o -
gramme was observed 
with the objective to create 
awareness generation on 
importance of nutrition 
for health which impacts 
on productivity, economic 
growth and national de-

velopment. The targeted 
group of people for the 
awareness programme 
were women and children 
from various churches and 
primary schools.

Deputy Director of 
Horticulture S Senka Jamir, 
in his key note address 
stated that nutrition was 
not only health and devel-
opment but also an issue 
of survival for present and 
succeeding generations. 
Malnutrition was not to 
be viewed merely as an 
offshoot of poverty having 

adverse effects on health 
and development but as a 
national problem that re-
sults in loss of productivity 
and economic backward-
ness. 

Jamir urged that every 
pregnant and lactating 
woman should eat healthy 
and balanced diet from 
the day of conception to 
nourish the growing foe-
tus and to build optimal 
body reserves in prepa-
ration for breast feeding.
To address the problem 
of malnutrition among 

women and children, he 
said it was time to create 
a movement to improve 
nutrition and that could 
be undertaken in ‘Mission 
Mode’ approach. 

The main resource 
person for the Nutrition 
awareness campaign Re-
search Officer Senti Long-
char encouraged every 
household to maintain a 
kitchen garden for veg-
etable and fruits in order 
to meet the nutritional 
demand of the family. He 
also briefed the important 
nutrition contents of fruits 
and vegetables. 

Highlighting on the 
importance of having a 
diet full of fruits and veg-
etables, Longchar added 
that such green food are 
a good sources of vitamin 
and minerals that are im-
portant for blood pressure 
and sugar regulation, bone 
formation, energy produc-
tion, immune system func-
tion, muscle contraction, 
red blood cell formation, 
reproduction, hormone 
balance and improvement 
of nervous system in our 
body.

The programme con-
cluded with distribution 
of fruits and fruit juices to 
the participants along with 
reading materials.

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN):  
With the announcement 
of the Special Summary 
Revision of photo electoral 
rolls by the Election Com-
mission of India, w.r.t Jan. 
1 2019 as the qualifying 
date, the Electoral Registra-
tion Officer (ERO) Kohima, 
Lithrongla Tongpi Rütsa 
has called a meeting with 
assistant electoral registra-
tion officers (AERO), po-
litical party representatives 
and media on Sep. 11 at 11 
am in the conference hall 
of the Deputy Commis-
sioner in Kohima.

Training/briefing for 
AERO will be conducted 
on the same day imme-
diately after the meeting. 
All in concern are asked 
to attend without fail. 
Further, the AEROs have 
been requested to make 
arrangements for training 
of the block-level officers 
(BLO) under their respec-
tive jurisdiction as per the 
‘enclosed scheduled.’

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): Yingli College 
Longleng commemorated 26th Founda-
tion Day cum Literary & Cultural Event 
on Sat. Sep. 8 with Association of Phom 
Graduates & Officers (APGO) general 
secretary Y Tauhong Phom as its special 
guest. 

Addressing the 26th foundation day of 
the day cum literacy and cultural event, 
Phom recounted the years when the col-
lege was under private establishment be-
fore it was taken over by the Government 
of Nagaland in February 2006. He also 
exhorted the students to fulfil the dream 
of the college by bringing better academic 
results and also by excelling in life. 

The event was marked with competi-
tion of folk dance judged by Bushem, 
H. Chongpang and C. Theppen, quartet 
judged by Dikhrou Dianuo, Mhasinuo Rio, 
Dr. Vizolenuo Sophie, and debate judged 

by  Dr. A K Chowdhary, Lanunochit Pon-
gen, Dr. Toli Achumi with N. Nyakloi as the 
time keeper.

In debate competition the first prize 
was bagged by Chingmei, 2nd by Lenke 
and 3rd by L Manpo. In the folk dance 
category the 1st prize was won by the V 
Semester students, and 2nd prize by se-
mester III while in the quartet category, the 
1st prize was won by Semester III, and 2nd 
prize by Semester I.

 The Principal of Yingli College 
Longleng K Hokheto Sumi delivered the 
key note address while special song was 
presented by Chumei B and P. Chauyong 
of Semester I. The programme was an-
chored by L. Lungshing and Yangmoiosab 
of BA Semester V. A team of Personal 
Assistants to Minister, Higher & Teachni-
cal Education visited the college, it was 
informed. 

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN):  
With the aim to dissemi-
nate about the importance 
of maintaining cleanliness, 
the Youth Development 
Forum of North East In-
stitute of Social Sciences 
and Research (NEISSR) 
organised cleanliness drive 
at Model colony Dimapur 

on September 8.
The students of NEISSR 

and youths from Model 
colony participated in the 
cleanliness drive. It was 
informed that the Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC) 
provided trucks to dump 
the collected waste. 

Meanwhile, a short pro-

gramme was also organ-
ised by the forum on the 
importance of cleanliness, 
and its impact in the socie-
ty. During the programme, 
Alan Paul, a student from 
3rd semester, spoke about 
the importance of cleanli-
ness, and treats of non-
biodegradable wastes.

The Dimapur Lotha Stu-
dents’ Union (DLSU) has 
informed that election of 
office bearers for the ten-
ure 2018-20 will be held on 
Sep. 15. Interested candi-
dates have been asked to 
collect the form from the 
DLSU office Lotha Hoho 
Ki in Dimapur from Sept. 
14 onwards. For further in-
formation one may contact 
9862530532 or 9615670127.

Kohima, Sept 9 (EMN): The 
Naga Students’ Union Kolk-
ata (NSUK) observed its 
53rd annual freshers’ meet 
at Bishop’s College in Kolk-
ata on Saturday under the 
theme “Refulgent authen-
ticity”.

Former DGP Nagaland, 
L L Doungel, who attended 
the event as the guest speak-
er, called upon the students 
to explore their interest and 
acquire knowledge which 
can benefit them in their 

career. 
Students should be anx-

ious to learn and acquire 
knowledge and then curve 
out the two-bits to become 
a refined individual, he said 
while citing an example of 
the great artist Michelangelo 
Buonarroti’s  word “Every 
block of stone has a statue 
inside and it is the task of the 
sculptor to discover it”.

The speaker also en-
couraged the students to 
take advantage of the city 

as it offers ample oppor-
tunities and platforms to 
explore their interest. 

Unlike other cities, he 
said Kolkata offers an en-
vironment with less social 
distractions and for which 
he urged the student to dis-
cern wisely of the advantage. 

The NSUK president, 
Thepuzo Keyho expounded 
on the theme “Refulgent 
authenticity” urged the stu-
dents to be ‘original and gen-
uine and to shine brightly 

with their authenticity.’ 
“Someone’s opinion of 

you does not have to be your 
reality, and the trend of the 
society should not define 
your contentment,” he said.

Vile C Nywu and Tiajung 
Imsong were adjusted as 
Mr and Miss Freshers 2018 
respectively.

Ranbeni Ngulie DRC Na-
galand house Kolkata and 
different Naga pastors were 
also present for the occa-
sion. 

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): The monthly review 
meeting for Peren district was held at the con-
ference hall of Chief Medical Office, New Peren, 
with district programme officers (DPO), nurses, 
pharmacist, DAPCU staff, district and block 
programme management unit staff NHM on 
Sep. 5. Dy. CMO Dr. Supongmenla presided over 
the meeting.

DPO UIP/RCH, Dr. Nukshisangla Jamir high-
lighted about the target beneficiaries, reproduc-
tive child health implementations and services 
of Peren district. 

Jamir said that basing on the core indicators, 
the delivery points meeting the GOI criteria 
were 5 health units. She said that there was 
progress in total ANC registration whereas 4 
ANC % was a little low and JSSK free services 
was 81% and JSY was 95% for the year 2017-18,” 
the release stated. Highlighting on the progress 
report of the ongoing Measles-Rubella Vac-
cination Campaign (MVRC) in the district, she 
acknowledged and expressed appreciation to all 
the staff for their efforts and support. 

Dr. Denis Hangsing requested the staff of 
all the health units to be well prepared for the 
upcoming MRVC which would commenced on 
the Oct. 3. 

Temsumenla Kipgen, BPM Athibung gave 
a presentation on the performance under 
Athibung block. She indicated the various 
aspects of activities as well the targets and 
achievements of all the Health units under 
Athibung Block.

AHANA Project Officer Visevino Khrieo 
briefed the objectives and process of HIV and 
Syphilis screening in ANC. She also reported on 
the successful training conducted for the ANM’s 
of the various health units in Peren district. She 
also informed that a refresher training course 
will be conducted at the block level in the com-
ing days.

Dr. Supongmenla also reminded the health 
units about the ongoing progress/activity of 
Pradhan “Mantri Rashtriya Swasthya Suraksha 
Mission. “

Kohima, Sept 9 (EMN): 
The 23rd general session 
and freshers’ day of the 
Phüsachodümi Students’ 
Union of Kohima was held 
on Sep. 8 at Ura Academy 
hall, Mission Compound 
in Kohima.

Additional director 
(HOD) department of 
Tourism, Akhale Vizol Kha-
mo was the speaker during 
the event. 

While highlighting on 
the blooming industry of 
tourism in Nagaland and 
employment opportu-
nities in tourism for the 
thousands of educated 
u n e m p l oye d  yo u t h s, 
Khamo stressed on the 
importance of social eti-
quettes, hospitality, hon-

esty and hard work in 
every student`s life. 

Vevozo Vero in his pres-
idential address congratu-
lated the freshers for their 
success in the recent held 
examination. 

He said that this is 

the first step towards fol-
lowing ‘their dreams and 
achieving your goals’ and 
believed that the jour-
ney towards the goal with 
hardwork and honesty will 
bring more achievements 
to oneself and to the com-

munity.
He reminded the stu-

dents that it was their duty 
to be vigilant in protecting 
their dreams and not only 
embrace the opportunities 
to succeed. 

“I believe that all of us 
as an individual is a lead-
er in our own ways and 
together we can make a 
better tomorrow and con-
tribute to our community 
and society at large” said 
the president.  

The newly executive 
members for the tenure 
2018-2019 were also elect-
ed with Vekusa Ruho as the 
president, Thepuchokholu 
Chuzho as vice president 
and as general secretary, 
Vezhorayi Kotso. 

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): 
Delhi Public School (DPS) 
Dimapur in collabora-
tion with the Government 
of Nagaland organised 
a sensitisation program 
on ‘Measles and Rubella 
Vaccination’ on Sat. Sep 8. 

The program was an 
initiative of the Govt. of 
India with UNICEF, WHO, 
National Health Mission 
and Lions Club Interna-
tional as alliance partners 
in order to eliminate mea-
sles and control Rubella 
from India by the year 
2020.

Parents, teachers and 
staff of DPS Dimapur 

attended the program. 
Deputy Chief Medical 
Officer Dr. Antoly Swu 
was the resource person 
who briefed the gather-
ing about the nature of 
the virus, the mortality 
and morbidity rate re-
lated with the disease and 
stressed on the need for 
every child from 9 months 
– 15 years to be compul-
sorily vaccinated/re-vac-
cinated. 

The programme was 
followed by an interactive 
session where queries 
and doubts raised by the 
participants were also ad-
dressed.

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): Keeping in 
mind that the only district hospital 
which caters to the health needs of 
the public, and fostering a cleaner 
place for healthy living, Vungoju 
colony members, Eloe Hoho, youth 
organisation conducted cleanliness 

drive at Dr. Motsuo Memorial District 
Hospital on Sep. 8. 

Medical Superintendent Dr. Tum-
chobeni and hospital staff expressed 
their heartfelt gratitude to the Vun-
goju Colony Council, Eloe Hoho, and 
youth organisation for their initiative 

in maintaining cleanliness in the hos-
pital premises. She said that the com-
munity involvement is also one vital 
part of participating in “Kayakalp” 
proposal of the government of India 
to promote cleanliness, hygiene & in-
fection control practices in hospitals. 



3
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, September 10, 2018

C
M

YK

Twenty years old Ketoulhoutuo Dominic Zuyie, a guitarist who is 
visually impaired, plays an instrumental piece during the “talent nite 
2018” on Saturday evening, in Kohima.

Grandparents of Euro International School students attend a programme the school organised in their 
honour.

Rajnath Singh being welcomed to the Northeast students’ festival in New Delhi.

STATE

Rajnath assures protection to Northeast students

ACYA commemorates Nagaland 
Catholic Youth Movement day

NPCC seeks public 
‘solidarity’ in protest 
against price hike of fuel

Tobu area unions seek 
govt. intervention  

Euro Int’l School celebrates ‘Grandparents Day’

Tening wants immediate 
appointment of ADC 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 9: Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh has assured to pro-
tect the students from the 
Northeastern states study-
ing in New Delhi against 
any form of discrimination 
and harassment, adding 
that his door would always 
remain open for them.

The Union minister 
said this in his address 
during the Northeast 
Students Festival 2018, 
organised by My Home 
India (MHI) at Talkatora 
Stadium in New Delhi on 
Sep. 8. The event was held 
to welcome new students 
from the Northeast living 
in and around Delhi.

The zonal in-charge for 
MHI activities in North-
east, Mrinmoy Sinha told 
Eastern Mirror over phone 
that the ‘Nest Fest 2018’ 
was inaugurated by the 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Saturday. 
The fest had the attend-
ance of Union Minister of 
Science and Technology, 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan; Tripu-
ra Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb; minister of 
state for Civil Aviation, Dr. 
Jayant Sinha; secretary of 

Kohima, Sep. 9 (EMN):  
Commemorating the Na-
galand Catholic Youth 
Movement (NCYM) Day, 
the Angami Catholic Youth 
Association (ACYA) of St. 
Francis de Sales (SFS) Par-
ish of Kohima town organ-
ised a talent nite under 
the theme “Celebrating 
God’s gifts” at APO Hall in 
Kohima on Sep. 8. 

Showcasing their tal-
ents during the enter-
taining event, ACYA (SFS) 
Choir, NCYM Choir, Christ 
King Catholic Youth As-
sociation and Cathedral 
Angami Catholic Youth 
Association enthralled the 
capacity crowd with choral 
music songs as various 
aspiring artistes belted out 
popular numbers.

Choreography, dance 
and DJ performances, 
instrumentals, stand-up 
comedy and beat-boxing 
also captivated the audi-
ence to ask for more.

Speaking on the oc-
casion as special guest, 
Rev. Fr. G.L Khing, director 
NCYN emphasised that 
the youth of the Diocese is 
kept alive by the constant 
prayers, support and guid-
ance of the parish.

The priest while stating 
that the youth of today is 
much excited to explore 
the world and what lies 
“beyond the sunrise and 
sunset” urged the young 
generation to equip them-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sept. 9: The 
N a g a l a n d  P r a d e s h 
Congress Committee 
(NPCC) has appealed to 
all likeminded political 
parties, organisations, 
and the public in gen-
eral to voluntarily join 
“in solidarity” to protest 
against the price hike 
of fuel.

The strike is called 
by the All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC) 
against the price hike in 
petrol and diesel, on Sep. 
10 across the country 
from 9 am to 3 pm. 

The NPCC general 
secretary, GK Zhimomi 
told Eastern Mirror that 
“the bandh is not go-
ing to be the same old 
bandh, we have had in 
the past; it is up to the 
people if they want to 
extend solidarity.” 

Zhimomi informed 
that the intent was to 
create awareness by 
putting up banners in 
petrol pumps and plac-
ing stickers in vehicles to 
create awareness about 
the impact of the prices 
in fuel. 

“Tomorrow we have 
called for voluntary clo-
sure of shops and other 
establishments. Now it 
is up to the people if they 
want to join the protest 
or are comfortable with 

the high prices,” Zhimo-
mi said. 

The general secre-
tary also informed that 
Bhupen Kumar Borah, 
the secretary of the All 
India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC), has already 
reached Dimapur as an 
observer of the bandh. 

It was earlier reported 
that Member of Legis-
lative Assembly (MLA) 
from Meghalaya, Charles 
Pyngrope, was delegat-
ed to be an observer for 
Nagaland. However, GK 
Zhimomi confirmed that 
the arrangement was 
cancelled in the last hour. 

While some schools 
were unaware of the 
bandh, schools like Ma-
ple Tree and Hope Acad-
emy in Dimapur will 
continue with normal 
routine as some classes 
are in the mid of terminal 
examinations. 

A source from the 
Indian Oil Cooperation 
(IOC), Dimapur, also 
spoke to Eastern Mirror 
and was hopeful of no 
“negative elements” to 
create violence during 
the bandh. 

“A l l  I O C  o u t l e t s 
will remain open and 
we hope for a peaceful 
bandh,” source said add-
ing that protest banners 
will not be permitted to 
be set up at their outlets. 

 ‘Alien verbal 
communication 
gradually surpassing 
our rich culture’
Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN):  Talking on impor-
tant of perseverance and practice of culture 
and practices,  the vice president of the An-
gami Baptist Church Council (ABCC), Kezha 
Dzüvichü, said that alien verbal communica-
tion has gradually surpassing the rich culture 
which is the fundamental principles of one’s’ 
identity. 

Dzüvichü was speaking at the Kuda 
Kewhimia Youth Organisation (KKYO) first 
general meeting at Diphupar Angami Com-
munity Hal on Sep. 9.

 “Our vocabulary has enough words to 
express our feelings with more clarity if we 
use it accordingly; however, adapting the used 
of alien vocabulary either at home or work 
places by the younger generation will surely 
have a great miserable impact for the future,” 
Dzüvichü opined.

He encouraged the youth to adapt the 
philosophy of “I can do” to meet the chal-
lenges ahead. 

Kewhimia Union Kuda president, James 
Vizo who also spoke on the occasion stressed 
on the importance of participating at various 
activities. While encouraging the youths to 
grab the opportunities which comes to them.

 Khonuo Keretsü, advisor Kuda Kewhimi-
apfü Mechü Krotho called upon the youths to 
uphold the rich culture and tradition. She also 
reminded them of their identity and urged to 
preserve it.

The day long programme witness games 
and entertainment besides the business hour.

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): The 
Konyak Union Tobu branch 
and Tobu Area Students Un-
ion (TASU) sought interven-
tion of the state government 
to the climatic emergency 
caused by monsoon rains in 
Tobu sub-division.

The two unions stated 
that due to the monsoon 
rain, road in Tobu has been 
blocked for almost two 
months and a continuous 
mudslides at Tesang Nallah 
which started on July 27 has 
completely cut-off the sub-
division from district hq. 
causing untold hardships 
to the public of Tobu area. 
It also said 

“People  are  facing 
shortage of essential com-
modities and many untold 
grievances. But till now no 
government agencies came 
forward for help”, main-
tained the press note from 
the two union appended 

by TASU presidnet A Sangti 
Konyak and KU Tobu SB 
Poangba Konyak. 

While citing the griev-
ances and sufferings that 
the public of Tobu went 
through in 2016 due to land-
slides which had blocked 
all the routes to Tobu head-
quarter, the two unions 
assumed that the state gov-
ernment is “giving the same 
treatment as done in 2016 
by ignoring the ill fate that 
happened in the Tobu sub-
division”.

It further questioned the 
“step-motherly” treatment 
of the authority in concern 
as why the government was 
neglecting the sub division.

 “Is Tobu Sub-Division 
not a part and partial of 
the state government? and 
who was responsible to 
look after the grievances 
of Tobu sub-division?,” the 
press release stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN):  
Euro International School 
of Dimapur celebrated 
‘Grandparents Day’ in 
their school premises on 
Sat. Sep. 8 with the inten-
tion to nurture the chil-
dren as happy, respectful 
and responsible citizens 
and to make the grandpar-
ents feel that they are not 
only the grandparents but 
an inspiration, guide and 
the angel who are always 
there to understand and 
support. 

On the occasion, a 
short film about the im-
portance of grandparents 
in the children’s life was 
shown which was followed 
by various games and ac-
tivities with the participa-
tion of the grandparents. 

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): 
The Tening Town Wom-
en Welfare Organisation 
( TTWWO) on Sunday 
demanded that the ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner (ADC) be posted 
immediately for the office 
of the ADC Tening in Peren 
district.

A press statement from 
the organisation president 
and general secretary said 
that the ADC office has 
been has been functioning 
without an officer since 

February.
While highlighting 

the grievances of the 
public, the TTWWO stat-
ed that students could 
not obtained ST certifi-
cate, indigenous certifi-
cate and backward tribe 
certificate because of 
the absence of the ADC, 
and added that the im-
plementation of various 
government schemes 
were also” affected badly 
in the absence of the ad-
ministrator.” 

the North Eastern Coun-
cil, Ram Muivah; and the 
founder of MHI, Sunil V 
Deodhar.

In his address, Singh 
echoed that Northeast 
is the heart of India and 
without developing the 

Northeast states, the all-
round growth of India 
would not be possible. 
He recalled former Prime 
Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, during whose ten-
ure the Ministry of DoNER 
was constituted for the 

development of the North-
east region.

While lauding the role 
of MHI for its activities 
in nation building, Singh 
assured the Northeast stu-
dents against any prob-
lems saying his door will 

always remain open for 
them.

Mentioning the names 
of young sports person-
alities like Hima Das and 
Dipa Karmakar among 
others, the union minister 
added that Northeast is 

filled with talents which 
need to be explored.

The minister further 
said that the present PM, 
through his Act East Policy, 
has prioritised develop-
ment of the eight North-
eastern states and de-
clared as ‘Ashta Lakshmi.’

The MoS of Civil Avia-
tion, Jayanta Sinha, said 
the present government 
at the centre is emphasis-
ing on better infrastruc-
ture and connectivity of 
the Northeastern region 
which is necessary for the 
development. He revealed 
that various airports 
would be coming up in the 
NE region. He also men-
tioned about the UDAN 
project, which aims at air 
connectivity of all the NE 
states with the other states 
of India. 

The event witnessed 
performances from Naga 
musician, Alobo Naga; 
Sourabhee Debbarma, a 
singer from Tripura and 
the first female Indian Idol 
winner in 2009; Zubeen 
Garg, a singer, composer, 
songwriter, music pro-
ducer, film director, phi-
lanthropist, film producer, 
and actor from Assam. 

selves with the knowledge 
of the church and wisdom 
of life to take the church 
and society forward in a 
progressive manner.

In  order  to  br ing 
changes for the good of 
the Naga Society, Khing 
told that one must have 
the knowledge of oneself 

and others and the wis-
dom to differentiate be-
tween good and evil. The 
goodness of the society 
depends on the goodness 
of the present generation, 
added Khing.

He also pointed out 
that a vast chasm of think-
ing pattern has dawned 

between elders and young 
people and as called upon 
the parents to allow their 
children to grow in free-
dom - freedom towards 
right living and broader 
prospect of life.  

“Young minds must 
be trained and disciplined 
spiritually, physically and 
emotionally” and by this, 
the church can truly be 
built upon the firm foun-
dation of young people 
with Christ as its head,” 
Khing said.

Youths were also cau-
tioned not to be victims 
of self-righteousness as it 
could lose one’s very self 
or even kill one’s Christian 
enthusiasm of worship 
and prayer. 

Referring to St. Fracis 
de Sales, as an example 
of a church that continu-
ously prospers despite the 
differences and diversities, 
the priest was appreciative 
of the many tribes and 
people under her fold. 
Khing also expressed his 
happiness in mentioning 
about the love and care 
that the parishioners has 
for each other as Catho-
lics.” You have created a 
mini-Nagaland in your 
church,” he said.

“Always be a Catholic 
both inside and outside the 
Church. This would vitalize 
and manure the growth of 
Catholic Church in Naga-
land,” Khing concluded.

Dr. I Anungla Aier presenting her latest book “Studies on Naga Oral Traditions” to 
the college’s principal, Arenla Longkumer.

Fazl Ali College observes foundation 
day, honours academic toppers 

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): The 59th 
foundation day of Fazl Ali College 
was observed in the College on 
8th September with Dr. I Anungla 
Aier, additional director of Higher 
Education as the special guest.

In her address to the stu-
dents and faculty, she exhorted 
all to live up to the College’s motto 
“Academia Nulli Secondus” (Sec-
ond to None Academically) and 
also presented a copy of her lat-
est book “Studies on Naga Oral 
Traditions”. 

The foundation day was the 
culmination of the September 
Melange 1, 2018, a three-day 
‘Creative Arts Festival’ incorpo-
rating debates, song competi-
tions, performance poetry and 

dance competition, short story 
writing and painting in addition 
to creative recycling (upcycle), 
exhibits of works of art and stag-
ing of plays. 

On the occasion, academic 
toppers were awarded with Chu-
bainla Academic Award for hav-
ing graduated in 2018 with the 
highest CGPA of 6.2; Dr. Longri-
zung Award for Academic Excel-
lence; EU Student of the Year 
Award, instituted by Kuholi Chi-
shi, director of Higher Education; 
Linnaeus Award for the highest 
score in Botany; University Sub-
ject Topper in Mathematics with 
CGPA of 6.01; and University 
Subject Toppers in Geography 
with CGPA of 5.53.

Members of the Dongphi Milon and Lakhuti village council during the free medical camp in Wokha.

‘Flame of change’ conducts 
medical camp at Lakhuti village

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN):  
With an objective to pro-
vide health care to the rural 

populace, a group known 
by the name, Dongphi Mi-
lon (flame of change) car-

ried out free medical camp 
at Lakhuti village in Wokha 
district on Sep. 8. 

A separate in-
teractive session 
with the princi-

pal of the school, 
Sandeep K Jain 
was also organised 

where a detailed 
discussion about 
the role in effective 

upbringing of their 
grand children, 
stated a press note.

The group said it was 
committed to provide ur-
ban health care in rural 
areas and joined hands 
with doctors specialised 
in various field to conduct 
the camp.

According to the up-
dates, 652 cases were reg-
istered during the camp. 
During the camp medi-
cine worth INR 1.5 lac. 
were distributed while few 
patients were referred for 
further treatment.

Meanwhile, the Dong-
phi Milon chairman, Dr. 
Thungbemo Humtsoe ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
village chairman, the dis-
trict’s chief medical officer 
and doctors, and health 
workers who rendering 
their services. He also 
thanked Faith Hospital 
Dimapur for providing 
medicines for the patients.
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Manipur CM flags off press 
tour to Yangon and Myanmar

NRC coordinator under fire for 
his suggestion to Supreme Court

Tripura gears up to tackle Monday shutdown

Meghalaya to seek Centre’s help for boosting border trade

M’laya CM inaugurates pavers and stone industry

Our correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 9 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minis-
ter N. Biren Singh today 
flagged off the 9-day ex-
ternal conducted press 
tour to Yangon, Myanmar 
from the office complex 
of the Directorate of In-
formation & Public Rela-
tions, Manipur at Kei-
shampat, Imphal West. 
The external press tour is 
organised by Department 
of Information & Public 
Relations, government of 
Manipur.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Biren Singh said 
that after the installation 
of NDA government in 
the Centre under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, the Act 
East Policy is being imple-
mented to build up cordial 
relationship between India 
and neighbouring coun-
tries.

The chief minister 
mentioned that such ex-
ternal conducted press 
tour will strengthen the 
relationship between In-
dia and Myanmar. Earlier, 
journalists from Myanmar 
had visited Manipur and 
interacted with the media 

Guwahati, Sep. 9 (PTI): NRC State 
Coordinator Prateek Hajela has come 
under fire from the ruling and op-
position parties for suggesting to the 
Supreme Court to curtail the number 
of documents required to prove As-
samese identity for the claims and 
objections process.

The apex court on September 5 
had deferred till further orders the 
commencement of the process of re-
ceiving claims and objections for the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
and sought the Centre’s response on 
the suggestion that any one of the 10 
documents can be used by claimants 
to prove legacy.

A bench of justices Ranjan Gogoi 
and R F Nariman had perused the 
report of Assam’s NRC coordinator 
and said it was agreeable to his sug-
gestions that any one of the 10 of a 
total 15 documents provided in List-
A of the claim form can be used by 
the claimants to prove legacy.

Leader of Opposition in Assam 
Assembly Debabrata Saikia has 
sought Hajela’s removal for suggest-
ing to the apex court to dispense 
with the 1951 NRC and pre-1971 
voters’ lists of Assam while dealing 
with claims and objections relating 
to omission of over 40 lakh names 

from the complete draft of the NRC 
published on July 30.

The Congress leader, in a press 
release, said the eligibility criteria 
framed for the NRC by various stake-
holders, including the government, 
had specifically listed the 1951 NRC 
and pre-1971 voters’ lists as the first 
two among the important docu-
ments for the purpose of verification 
and these were even mentioned in 
the relevant part of the Rules, 2003.

“It is consequently logical to at-
tribute a malafide motive to Hajela’s 
arbitrary recommendation to drop 
these two important documents 
from the verification process,” he 
alleged.

Many people, especially those 
with economic and educational 
backwardness, did not anticipate 
that a day would come when the 
presence of the na mes of their an-
cestors in the 1951 NRC and pre-1971 
voters lists would not be sufficient to 
prove their citizenship, the opposi-
tion leader said.

The opposition leader urged 
all parties involved in the ongoing 
NRC-related proceedings in the 
Supreme Court to keep this aspect 
in view while submitting their views 
on Hajela’s proposal at the next date 

of hearing.
Congress MLA Kamalakhaya Dey 

Purkayastha has demanded Hajela’s 
arrest for making this suggestion.

Another opposition party, the 
All India United Democratic Front 
(AIUDF), has also opposed Hajela’s 
suggestions with its party general 
secretary Aminul Islam terming the 
recommendation as “unethical and 
biased”. “There seems to be political 
pressure behind this suggestion. If 
the 1951 NRC is not accepted, then 
what is being updated,” he asked.

Criticising the NRC state coordi-
nator’s suggestion, the general secre-
tary of the state unit of the ruling BJP 
Dilip Saikia claimed it has compli-
cated the situation at a time when the 
names of lakhs of Indian Gorkhas, 
Bengalis, Hindi-speaking people and 
those from several other communi-
ties were left out of the NRC draft.

“In view of this, BJP state chief 
Ranjit Kumar Dass and other party 
leaders will discuss with our party 
national leadership in Delhi about 
Hajela’s role in this matter, inclusion 
of the missing names of genuine 
Indian citizens in the complete NRC 
and the future action to be taken,” 
Saikia said in a press release here 
Friday.

Agartala, Sep. 9 (IANS): Even as the 
Tripura government expressed its 
determination to maintain normalcy 
during an opposition-called shut-
down on Monday, the Congress and 
Left Front leaders were on Sunday 
pulling out all stops to ensure its suc-
cess in the state.

The ‘Bharat Bandh’ called sepa-
rately by the Congress and Left par-
ties is in protest against increasing 
prices of fuel and other essentials 
besides record fall in the value of 
Indian rupee against the US dollar.

The Tripura government has or-
dered all its employees to attend of-
fice on Monday and warned of strict 
action against absentees.

Acting Chief Minister and Rev-
enue Minister Narendra Chandra 
Debbarma urged the people to 
reject the ‘bandh’ and maintain 
normalcy.

He said that panchayat by-elec-
tion process was on in Tripura.

“Also, preparations are on for Du-
rga Puja. The September 10 strike will 
severely hamper the bypoll process 
as well as preparation for the festi-
val,” Debbarma said.

He asserted that the state govern-
ment would strongly deal with the 
situation to ensure normalcy.

A police official said large num-
bers of central paramilitary and 
police would be deployed all over 

Tripura.
State-run Tripura Road Transport 

Corporation has announced special 
bus services on Monday during the 
dawn-to-dusk strike.

Communist Party of India-Marx-
ist leader Bijan Dhar said: “The fuel 
price rise has a cascading all-round 
inflationary impact, causing further 
economic slowdown and reducing 
existing employment.”

Tripura Congress leader Birajit 
Sinha told the media that the Centre 
was “creating unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis in the country and had 
failed to keep its pre-poll promise of 
bringing black money from abroad 
and creating employment”.

Shillong, Sep. 9 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya government 
is planning to appeal to 
the Centre to facilitate the 
increase of trading points 
along the India-Bangla-
desh border for the benefit 
of the people living at the 
eastern edge of the coun-
try, an official said.

Currently, there are 10 
land custom stations in the 
state for import and export 
of commodities with the 
neighbouring country.

“The state’s Commerce 
and Industries Depart-
ment is preparing a draft 
proposal addressed to the 
central government, seek-
ing parleys between the of-
ficials of the two countries 

for increase of trade chan-
nels along the border,” a 
senior official of the indus-
tries department told PTI.

The proposal will be in 
line with the state’s ‘Look 
South’ policy, which is 
aimed at boosting Meg-
halaya’s economy through 
trade with Bangladesh, he 
said.

“Last week, Meghalaya 
Commerce and Industries 
Minister Sniawbhalang 
Dhar met a group of trad-
ers to solicit their opinions 
and inform them about 
the proposal, which is still 
under consideration of the 
state,” the official stated.

Dhar said the plan, if 
realized, will adequately 

improve the livelihood of 
people living in the border 
areas.

“We are keen to open 
more import-export points 
along the India-Bangla-
desh border,” he said.

The state had earlier 
proposed setting up of 22 
border haats during the 
12th Five-Year Plan (2012-
17).

“The slow progress of 
paper works on both sides 
is a reason why the bor-
der haat plan was never 
executed,” the commerce 
and industries department 
official said.

The state, endowed 
with natural resources, 
also offers excellent poten-

tial for export for agro-hor-
ticulture products, hand-
loom and handicrafts, he 
said.

“As the state faces loca-
tion disadvantages and 
infrastructure at many lev-
els is not up to the mark, 
bilateral trade has always 
suffered a setback,” he 
maintained.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, M Lyngdoh, a lime-
stone exporter, said all 10 
land custom stations in the 
state are in bad shape.

“If measures are not 
taken to improve the in-
frastructure at these cus-
tom stations, international 
trade will suffer in the days 
to come,” he added.

Dimapur, Sep. 9 (EMN): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma on Sat-
urday inaugurated the first 
pavers and stone industry 
of Garo Hills at Rongkem, 
near Samanda in East Garo 
Hills in the presence of lo-
cal MLA Marcuise Marak 
and chief advisor to the 
chief minister Thomas A. 
Sangma.

In an update from the 
CMO in Meghalaya on 
Sun. Sep. 9, the industry 
styled as M/s Marak Pavers 
and Stone Industry initiat-
ed by young entrepreneur 
Georgemon S. Marak of 
Williamnagar is a boon for 
Garo Hills, as it will address 
the gap and shortage of 
concrete pavers and stone 
availability in the region.

Speaking at the launch 
Georgemon Marak said, 
“Marak Pavers aims at pro-
viding quality product and 
meeting delivery commit-
ments to the customers. All 
our products, from pavers 
block to stone chips are lo-
cally manufactured using 
high end export quality 
raw materials and advance 
technology machineries. 
The factory has a capacity 
of producing 20,000 pavers 
block and 1000 metric ton 
stone chips in a day.”

Congratulating Ma-
rak Pavers during the in-
auguration programme, 
the chief minister said, 
“government can act as 
a catalyst and create the 
ecosystem. However, it is 
incumbent on the people 
and the youth to become 
entrepreneurs and looks 
for options to initiate busi-
ness ventures. government 
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N Biren Singh flagging off the press tour of media persons in Imphal on Sunday.   

Conrad K. Sangma speaking during the inauguration programme of pavers and stone industry at Rongkem, 
near Samanda in East Garo Hills in Meghalaya on Sat. Sep. 8.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1934SUD0KU 1774
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Young salmon
 5. Insect feeler
 9. Stray
 12. Hillside
 13. Wings
 14. Affirmative
 15. Invests in little enterprises
 16. Carrie Chapman ____, suffragist
 17. Radio Direction Finder
 18. Norwegian currency (abbrev.)
 20. Most genuine
 22. Used in medicines and perfumes
 25. Weep
 26. Brew
 27. A play that blatantly appeals to the 

emotions
 32. A defeat
 34. Pilfer
 35. Oriental nursemaid
 36. Utterly destroyed
 39. Before Common Era
 40. Toothed wheel
 41. Bigotry
 43. Castles
 47. Any of several chiefly tropical 

constrictors
 48. A fabric woven from goat and 

camel hair
 49. The extended location of 

something
 51. Collections of anecdotes
 54. Confederate soldier
 55. Told an untruth
 56. Fraudulent scheme
 57. Dentist’s degree (abbrev.)
 58. Snake-like fishes
 59. Prefix indicating a trillion 

 DOWN
 1. Non-profit television network
 2. Arbitrageur (abbrev.)
 3. Arid
 4. Takes heed
 5. Political Action Committee

 6. Wing-like
 7. A tardy person
 8. Small explosive device
 9. Bronte heroine Jane ____
 10. Marxists
 11. Flat-bottomed river craft
 19. Male goat
 21. A small constellation near 

Cygnus and Draco
 22. Hairless head

 23. Herbaceous plant
 24. The facility where wild 

animals are housed
 28. Illuminated
 29. Psychological climate
 30. Raincoats
 31. Polite interruption sound
 33. Soul and calypso song
 37. The scene of any event or 

action

 38. Pat gently
 42. Seashore
 43. Large cat
 44. In bed
 45. Scientific workplaces
 46. Sew up the eyelids of hawks 

and falcons
 50. Promotional materials
 52. Swiss river
 53. Scottish for “Small”
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fraternity and other peo-
ple of the state, he added. 
He hoped that the tour 
will be fruitful and wished 
the team an unscathed 
journey.

The 20 member team 
of media person is led by 
director IPR Manipur H. 
Balkrisna Singh. 

The team of media 
persons will reach Moreh 
today and will go to Man-

dalay overnight on board. 
The team will meet the 
press fraternity of Myan-
mar in Yangon. 

 They will call on the 
Consulate General of India 
to Myanmar. They will also 
interact with the Manipuri 
Diaspora living in Myan-
mar.

The day’s flag off cer-
emony was also attended 
by RK Dinesh Singh, Com-

missioner and others. Last 
year a team of Myanmar 
journalist team visited the 
state and held a number of 
discussions and seminars 
in imphal. 

The visiting Myanmar 
journalists at that point of 
time expressed their desire 
to hold various capacity 
building program of the 
scribes in Myanmar on 
various fields.

should not do business but 
facilitate business. I am 
happy that Georgemon 
Marak has set an example 
for the youth of Garo Hills.”

Talking elaborately on 
promotion of entrepre-
neurship in Meghalaya, 
the chief minister said that 
through jackfruit mission 
government would train 
about 300 entrepreneurs 
in food processing, pack-
aging and market linkage. 
“We have earmarked 80 cr 
for initiating different ac-
tivities to promote jackfruit 
in the State and empower 
youth to become self-em-
ployed,” he added.

Urging the youth to 
take advantage of different 
welfare programme of the 
government, he said, “The 
government has budgeted 
200 cr under diary mission 
to empower youth for ini-
tiating entrepreneurship. 

We will facilitate training 
and provide technical kno-
whow on advanced tech-
nology for processing dairy 
products. However, people 
have to take the oppor-
tunity and come up with 
their business plan and 
ideas to take advantage of 
the scheme.”

“G over nment  wi l l 
make policy and aid sup-
port but people have to 
come forward to take 
advantage of such pro-
grammes. Unless and un-
til entrepreneurs initiate 
there is no way forward 
to help them. Our job as 
a government is to frame 
policy to help our people,” 
he added.

Encouraging the youth 
to become entrepreneurs, 
he said that economic de-
velopment of Meghalaya 
largely depends on devel-
opment of business and 

entrepreneurship, which 
will open opportunities for 
employment.

“The centre has recent-
ly reviewed the industrial 
policy for Northeast. We 
are also coming up with 
a policy to give the best 
possible support to our en-
trepreneurs, industrialist 
and business community 
to facilitate and promote 
business,” he said.

He also informed that 
to develop entrepreneur-
ship spirit amongst the 
youth, the government 
would shortly organise 
business plan competi-
tions and will empower 
the youth with necessary 
skills on writing proposals, 
initiate market research, 
etc. “We will award seed 
money for the best busi-
ness plan at regional as 
well as district level,” he 
added.
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Fuel price hike: Petrol hits 
record high of INR 80.50 in Delhi

Indian insurance to be $280 bn 
industry by 2019-20 — Assocham

Huami launches 2 new 
smartwatches in India

Alibaba’s Jack Ma to announce succession plan, not retirement

Int’l firm keen to invest INR 1,000 cr. 
in Maharashtra industrial city

New iPhones aim for momentum in sputtering smartphone market

Finance ministry crafting 
strategy to boost GST revenues

new Delhi, sep. 9 (iAns): 
The high cost of global 
crude oil and a weak rupee 
took the petrol price in 
Delhi to a record Rs 80.50 
per litre on Sunday.

The diesel price in Del-
hi rose on Sunday by 10 
paise to Rs 72.61 per litre. 
The prices of both petrol 
and diesel have been ris-
ing for around a week now.

In the other key cit-
ies of Mumbai, Chennai 
and Kolkata, the cost of 
petrol on Sunday rose to 
Rs 87.89, Rs 83.54 and Rs 
83.39 per litre, respectively.

According to experts, 
a weak rupee and high ex-
cise duty have been major 
factors for the rise in fuel 
prices. 

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee settled 
above Rs 71 to dollar in 

the spot market for the 
week ended on Friday. It 
closed at 71.73, stronger 
by 26 paise than its pre-
vious close of 71.99 per 
greenback.

Apart from the weak 
currency, the high global 
crude oil cost has become 
a major concern for the 
country which is a net 
importer of oil.

Currently, UK Brent 
crude oil prices stand at 
around $77 per barrel. 

In tandem with the 
petrol prices on Sunday, 
diesel prices, too, rose to 

new highs in the metro 
cities of Mumbai, Chennai 
and Kolkata to Rs 77.09, 
Rs 76.75 and Rs 75.46 per 
litre, respectively, as per 
data from the Indian Oil 
Corp. 

Since the start of the 
year, the petrol price in 
Delhi has risen from Rs 
69.97 a litre and the diesel 
price has gone up from Rs 
59.70 a litre.

The rising diesel price 
is expected to flare up in-
flation as the fuel is prima-
rily used to transport most 
of the goods including 
agriculture products.

As per the country’s 
pricing mechanism, the 
domestic fuel prices are 
dependent upon the in-
ternational fuel prices on 
a 15-day average and the 
value of the rupee.

new Delhi, sep. 9 (PTi): 
Alarmed by a nearly four-
fold rise in GST compen-
sation to states for June-
July, the Finance Ministry is 
crafting a strategy to shore 
up tax revenues and engag-
ing with states to identify 
issues hindering their col-
lections.

Finance Secretary Has-
mukh Adhia has started 
meeting with GST offic-
ers, both from central and 
state tax departments, in 
the state capitals to under-
stand issues plaguing the 
GST collections.

There has been a spike 
in the bi-monthly GST com-
pensation paid to the states 
by the Centre.

The Centre paid Rs 
14,930 crore to compen-
sate states for revenue loss 
incurred in June and July, a 
nearly four-fold jump com-
pared to Rs 3,899 crore paid 
for the months of April and 
May.

“A strategy is to be de-
vised to shore up GST rev-
enues. The amount of com-
pensation to be paid to each 
state varies every month 
and there is no set pattern,” 
an official told PTI.

The reason for increased 
compensation also varied 
from state to state. For in-
stance, in one of the cases, 
a state saw a huge outgo on 
account of VAT refund fol-
lowing a court verdict, the 
official added.

A discussion to shore 

up revenues has already 
happened with four states-- 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, 
Puducherry and Jammu & 
Kashmir, while a dialogue 
with Bihar and Uttarakhand 
is slated to take place later 
this month.

The official said that 
one of the options being 
considered is stepping up 
anti-evasion measures with 
a focus on top 30 taxpayers, 
but added that the Centre 
will ensure that the fix to the 
problem will not be intru-
sive on businesses.

“Data analytics will be 
put to use to examine the 
profile of top 30 taxpayers to 
study their tax payment pre 
and post GST implementa-
tion,” the official added.

The Finance Ministry 
has targeted monthly GST 
collections to be Rs 1 lakh 
crore for this fiscal, but the 
actual mop up has fallen 
short of the target month 
after month. The sole ex-
ception was the month of 
April in which the numbers 
exceeded Rs 1 lakh crore.

The collections stood 
at Rs 94,016 crore in May, 
Rs 95,610 crore in June, Rs 
96,483 crore in July and Rs 
93,960 crore in August.

The Centre had agreed 
to compensate the states 
for revenue loss on account 
of GST implementation for 
a period of five years.

The loss of revenue to a 
state is calculated based on 
the difference between the 

new Delhi, sep. 9 (iAns): The Indian insur-
ance industry is expected to grow to $280 
billion by 2019-20, aided by the Centre’s 
Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme, 
industry chamber Assocham said on Sun-
day, citing a joint study conducted with 
research firm APAS.

In a statement here, Assocham said the 
study indicated insurance penetration in the 
country to have reached 3.7 per cent in 2017, 
from 2.71 per cent in 2001, and that gross 
premium had increased from Rs 3.2 lakh 
crore ($49 billion) in 2011-12 to reach Rs 5 
lakh crore ($72 billion) in 2017-18.

“The Indian insurance industry is ex-
pected to grow to $280 billion by FY2020 
with the government’s flagship Ayushman 
Bharat and other growth drivers like rising 
disposable incomes, presence of global 
players and easing of the regulatory regime, 
helping penetration of the insurance culture 
in the country,” the study said.

“The push by the government and the 
regulator has helped increase the pen-
etration of insurance, as spread of schemes 
have also increased. Several factors such as 
growing middle class, young population 
and increasing awareness towards the need 
for protection and retirement planning will 
enable further growth,” it said.

The government’s ambitious Ayushman 
Bharat scheme covering 100 million poor 
and vulnerable families with a cover of Rs 
5 lakh per family of tertiary care and hos-
pitalisation will be atransformative for the 
insurance industry as it would have a major 
multiplier effect on a host of allied sectors 
and create lakhs of new jobs, it added. 

According to the industry body, private 
sector companies, which presently hold 
close to 48 per cent market share in the 
country’s general insurance business and 
29 per cent in life insurance, will see a big 
growth in opportunities.

The study showed that the domestic 
life insurance industry registered 11 per 
cent year-on-year growth for new business 
premium in 2017-18, generating a revenue 
of $30 billion. The premiums for non-life 
insurance industry increased by 17.5 per 
cent year-on-year in the last fiscal.

“Effective implementation of the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme will help the entire 
healthcare and allied sectors like pharma-
ceutical, diagnostics, medical devices, data 
management, insurance hospitality, quality 
accreditation and human resource manage-
ment with the help of information and com-
munication technologies across the value 
chain,” the statement added.

new Delhi, sep. 9 (iAns): 
Xiaomi-backed wearable 
brand Huami on Sunday 
launched two smartwatches 
“Amazfit Pace” and “Amazfit 
Cor” for fitness enthusiasts 
in India.

Pr iced at  Rs  9 ,999, 
“Amazfit Pace” is equipped 
with a 2.4 GB on-board me-
dia storage, heart rate sen-
sor and monitoring, built-in 
GPS, distance, time, pace and 
calorie-tracking features. 

Water-resistant “Amazfit 
Cor” is available for Rs 3,999 
and comes with activity, 
exercise and sleep tracker, 
heart-rate monitor, weather 
forecast, alarms, timer and 
stopwatch. 

“Amazfit  Pace” and 
“Amazfit Cor” are available 

on Amazon India. 
“We are very excited to 

bring ‘Amazfit Pace and Cor’ 
in the country and we are 
hopeful on receiving a posi-
tive response from the Indi-
an market,” C.P. Khandelwal, 
Founder, PR Innovations, 
said in a statement.

PR Innovations Pvt Ltd 
is the distribution partner 
of Huami products in India.

Both the smartwatches 
come with a 1.23-inch in-
plane switching (IPS) LCD 
colour touch display and 
compatibility with iOS and 
Android devices.

Huami announced its 
debut in the Indian markets 
in July with the launch of two 
smartwatches -- “Amazfit 
Bip” and “Amazfit Stratos”.

san Francisco, sep. 9 
(AFP): Apple is set to unveil 
new iPhones, aiming to 
gain fresh momentum in 
the premium segment of a 
global smartphone market 
showing signs of fatigue.

In its usual secretive 
style, Apple has remained 
mum about revelations 
planned for Wednesday’s 
event at its spaceship cam-
pus in Silicon Valley, but 
the timing fits its pattern of 
annually introducing new 
iPhone models.

Speculation includes 
talk that Apple will intro-
duce three new iPhone 
models, infusing some 
w i t h  f e a t u re s  f ro m  a 
premium iPhone X that 
debuted last year with a 
$1,000 price tag.

While the iPhone has 
made Apple the world’s 
most valuable company 
worth more than $1 tril-
lion, it has slipped to third 

place among smartphone 
makers as Chinese-based 
Huawei has grabbed the 
number two spot.

Still, analysts say Apple 
has a formula that works 
with a loyal customer base 
and steady sales.

 “There is nothing in 
their product line-up that 
isn’t working for them in 
the premium segment 
of the market, so there is 
no imperative for them 
to break that mold,” NPD 
analyst Stephen Baker said 
of Apple likely sticking with 
modest improvements in 
new iPhones this year.

 “They gobble up most 
of the profits. I don’t think 
they are under any pressure 
at all.”

Te c h n a l y s i s  R e -
search chief analyst Bob 
O’Donnell agreed that Ap-
ple is fine with holding its 
niche in the market.

 “Apple doesn’t have to 

beijing, sep. 9 (iAns): Jack Ma, Al-
ibaba Group Holding’s co-found-
er and executive chairman is set 
to announce a succession plan 
on Monday on his 54th birthday 
and said that he would not retire 
immediately, the South China 
Morning Post reported.

This development comes a 
day after the New York Times 
reported that the Chinese billion-
aire would step down to pursue 
philanthropy in education.

“Jack Ma, who co-founded 
the world’s largest e-commerce 

platform, will unveil a succes-
sion strategy next week, part of a 
management plan 10 years in the 
making for grooming a generation 
of younger executives to take over 
the reins of Asia’s most valuable 
company,” the Alibaba-owned 
South China Morning Post re-
ported late Saturday.

Ma is also scheduled to speak 
at the company’s investor’s day in 
mid-September.

According to Alibaba’s report 
filed with the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission, Ma is a 

lifetime member of the Alibaba 
Partnership, which is a group of 36 
senior managers who are respon-
sible for maintaining the mission 
and culture of the Internet com-
pany. “I sat down with our senior 
executives 10 years ago and asked 
what Alibaba would do without 
me,” Ma was quoted as saying by 
the SCMP.

“I’m very proud that Alibaba 
now has the structure, corporate 
culture, governance and system 
for grooming talent that allows 
me to step away without causing 

disruption.”
Known as Ma Yun in mainland 

China, he is slated to travel to 
Russia next week to formalise Ali-
baba’s venture with Mail.ru -- the 
internet company owned by Rus-
sian tycoon Alisher Usmanov and 
sovereign wealth fund Russian 
Direct Investment Fund (RDIF).

Ma gave up the title of Alibaba 
CEO in 2013 but remains a pivotal 
figure within the firm.

Last month, Alibaba reported 
a 60 per cent increase in quarterly 
sales, even as profits fell and its 

annual revenue totals about 250 
billion yuan ($40 billion).

Alibaba has changed the way 
people work in China. Millions 
of people now run their own 
shops selling goods on its Taobao 
e-commerce platform or stream 
their own videos on its entertain-
ment platforms, The Financial 
Times reported. Taobao is esti-
mated to have created almost 37 
million jobs in China, according 
to a study last year by Renmin 
University’s School of Labour and 
Human Resources.

Mumbai, sep. 9 (PTi): Companies 
from Russia, China and Japan have 
evinced interest in investing Rs 1,250 
crore in setting up their facilities at 
Aurangabad Industrial City (AURIC) 
in Maharashtra, a top government of-
ficial said Sunday.

AURIC, located around 335 km 
from here in Central Maharashtra, is a 
planned and greenfield smart indus-
trial city being developed across 10,000 
acres as part of the Delhi- Mumbai 
Industrial Corridor (DMIC). Russia’s 
Novolipetsk Steel (NLMK), manufac-
turer of high-quality steel products, 
is keen on investing Rs 1,000 crore for 
setting up a unit at AURIC-Shendra, 
Maharashtra Industrial Development 
Corporation (MIDC) General Manager 
Gajanan Patil told PTI.

Patil is also the Joint Managing Di-
rector of Aurangabad Industrial Town-
ship Ltd (AITL), a special purpose vehi-

cle between MIDC and DMIC, which is 
overseeing AURIC development.

NLMK is among Russia’s largest 
steel companies.

“Their plan is to set up the facility 
on 75 acres,” the bureaucrat said. “We 
have assured them of all support.” 

Guangdong Baihe Medical Tech-
nology Co Ltd of China is mulling 
setting up a dialysis machine plant on 
10 acres at AURIC-Shendra, Patil said.

Baihe Medical is among the lead-
ing medical device manufacturers in 
China and specialises in medical dis-
posables for use in anesthesia, blood 
purification, infusion and wound care.

“Baihe plans to invest Rs 100 crore 
in AURIC-Shendra,” Patil said.

“Fuji Silvertech, Japans leading 
precast concrete manufacturing com-
pany with an installed capacity of 
4,90,000 tonnes per annum, has also 
approached us for setting up pre-

cast infrastructure set up in AURIC-
Shendra with an investment of Rs 150 
crore,” the official said.

The Japanese company is looking 
at setting shop on a 20-acre plot un-
der the government’s `Make-in-India’ 
initiative. It already has a plant at 
Ahmedabad and is looking to meet the 
growing requirement of high-quality 
precast concrete products across In-
dia, he said.

AITL, tasked with development 
and management of the new integrat-
ed industrial township, has its own set 
of DCR (development control) rules, 
with single point contact for building 
permission, water supply and all relat-
ed infrastructure, Patil said.The DMIC 
is India`s ambitious infrastructure 
programme and aims at developing 
new industrial cities as “smart cities”, 
and converge next generation tech-
nologies across infrastructure sectors. 

prove anything, other than 
that they are willing to seg-
ment the market more,” 
he said, while pointing out 
that the company will likely 
be “offering a wider array of 
choices.”

Premium competition
Samsung, the world’s big-
gest smartphone maker, 
last month unveiled its 
latest flagship handset, the 

Galaxy Note 9, and next 
month Apple rival Google 
will hold an event at which 
it is likely to showcase new 
Android-powered top-end 
Pixel phones.

Google took to mak-
ing its own smartphones 
to showcase the capabili-
ties of the Android operat-
ing system that it makes 
available free of charge to 
handset makers. Android 

smartphones have come to 
dominate the market.

Apple’s event comes 
with the global smartphone 
market largely saturated, 
without a major catalyst 
for sales ahead of a likely 
rollout of 5G, or fifth gen-
eration wireless networks, 
expected in 2019.

Research firm IDC ex-
pects worldwide smart-
phone shipments to de-

cline 0.7 percent in 2018 
to 1.455 billion units, with 
growth likely to resume as 
5G devices become avail-
able.  “We still believe the 
smartphone market has 
some healthy growth in the 
years to come, although 
finding and competing in 
those markets and seg-
ments is increasingly more 
challenging,” said IDC ana-
lyst Ryan Reith.
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How to Marry 
Boys and Girls 

to Trouble 

T
he Law Commission’s reported recommenda-
tion to lower the age of marriage for Indian 
males to 18 years from 21 years has opened a 
floodgate of questions that needs addressing. 

Before plunging headlong into the recommendation’s 
merits of admissibility, or lack of them, of lowering the 
age for men in our country to jettison their bachelor 
status and enter the realm of manhood, one is tempted 
to enter a caveat as to the timing of putting the idea into 
the public domain. 

There are hardly any divergent views as to the de-
sirability of population control in our country, because 
the fruits of development had always been found to 
be less than the demand. Thanks to liberalization and 
exponential expansion of the infrastructure sector, it is 
true that the country had been partly successful in re-
versing the so-called “Hindu rate of growth” in the past 
couple of decades. But the benefits would have been 
far more noticeable had there been a sharper decline 
in the growth of population. The decadal growth rate 
of the population has dropped, but the army of unem-
ployed people is still rising. The farming sector’s inabil-
ity to absorb a larger chunk of the rural working popu-
lation, coupled with the slide in the engineering sector, 
has dealt the economy a serious blow.

Indian exports have been facing non-tariff barriers 
increasingly while the rising prices of crude oil in the 
international market have become a cause for serious 
concern. The real income of millions in the unorgan-
ized sector has witnessed serious erosion. This has 
left little leeway for savings. The cost of education and 
health is rising too. The squeeze is being felt by peo-
ple across the country. Given the situation, it would 
be natural for anyone who is aware of the country’s 
socio-economic reality, to make just the opposite rec-
ommendation i.e., increase the age for marriage for 
both men and women. There is no cavil if a young man 
aged 25, or over that age, gets married after completing 
an academic career and after getting a job. The same 
yardstick should apply to a young woman who should 
be given equal opportunity to mature in body and 
mind. Women’s professional aspirations must be fully 
supported. But more than being economically inde-
pendent, the issue of physical maturity should weigh 
uppermost. The country still has a very high rate of 
girls being married away when under the age group 14-
18. Such mothers give birth to underweight children, 
many of whom perish before attaining the age of five 
years. The mental development of such babies born 
with less than the optimum birth weight is sometimes 
thwarted. The logic that the age of marriage for both 
girls and boys should be the same i.e., 18 years of age is 
full of holes. Thus the Law Commission’s recommen-
dation is nothing short of a recipe for disaster. 

Whyfores and Wherefores of the 21st Century
Saket Suman | IANS

Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
faultless to stand before the throne. 

Edward Mote

It was a cold, icy winter’s day, and my mind was focused 
on getting from my warm vehicle to a warm building. The 
next thing I knew I was on the ground, my knees turned 
inward and my lower legs turned outward. Nothing was 

broken, but I was in pain. The pain would get worse as time 
went by and it would be weeks before I was whole again.

Who among us hasn’t taken a spill of some sort? 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have something or someone to keep 
us on our feet all the time? While there are no guarantees 
of surefootedness in the physical sense, there is One who 
stands ready to assist us in our quest to honor Christ in this 
life and prepare us to stand joyfully before Him in the next.

Every day we face temptations (and even false teachings) 
that seek to divert us, confuse us, and entangle us. Yet, it’s 
not ultimately through our own efforts that we remain on 
our feet as we walk in this world. How assuring to know that 
when we hold our peace when tempted to speak angrily, to 
opt for honesty over deceit, to choose love over hate, or to 
select truth over error—we experience God’s power to keep 
us standing (Jude 1:24). And when we appear approved be-
fore God when Christ returns, the praise that we offer now 
for His sustaining grace will echo throughout eternity (v. 25).

Father, thank You for Your constant care for our souls.

Church’s Response to the Indian Supreme Court Judgment on Decriminalizing Consensual Gay Sex

O
n Thursday, 6 September 2018 the Indian Su-
preme court struck down the law which up to 
now has criminalized consensual gay sex. Sec-
tion 377 of IPC considered homosexuality, i.e. 

homosexual behaviour or act between consenting adults 
in private or in public a crime. But now the Supreme Court 
has decriminalized homosexuality (i.e. homosexual act or 
homosexual behaviour) between consenting adults. This 
is a legal judgment. In law, this means that homosexual-
ity in the above sense is no more a crime calling for sanc-
tions or punishment. The latter is removed from the list of 
crimes that can call for legal prosecution.

 However, we must note that homosexual act be-
tween an adult and minor and homosexual act between 
an adult and child would be considered criminal and il-
legal always in civil law. The latter would not be decrimi-
nalized in civil law. Besides, it will be both legally and 
morally unacceptable.

Here, it is important for us to note the distinction 
between crime and morality. The critical point for clari-
fication is: That homosexuality is now not a crime in 
civil law (in the Indian Penal Code) does not mean that 
homosexual acts or behaviour is morally acceptable or 
justified. What is legal is not equal to moral acceptability. 
The Catholic Church (and many others) hold that homo-
sexual behaviour (between consenting adults) is morally 
unacceptable because it violates the purpose of human 
sexuality which is procreation and union of love fulfilled 
in the loving union of man and woman in marriage. This 
is the moral stand of the Catholic Church. In Catholic 
moral perspective, homosexual acts or behaviour is mor-
ally unacceptable.

We must draw also draw a distinction between ho-
mosexuality as an orientation for which one cannot be 
blamed because of early psychogenetic origin or birth 
and homosexuality acquired by deliberate choice and 
practice. While the Church makes it clear that homosex-
ual acts are objectively wrong and morally unacceptable, 
homosexuality as an orientation is not a sign of perver-

sion but as the expression of a condition, an inversion in 
a psychological sense.  It is considered more a medical 
condition or pathology consonant with modern studies. 
Even when the particular inclination to homosexual acts 
is disordered, the person retains his or her intrinsic hu-
man dignity and value.

The Church respects the dignity of homosexuals 
(be they men or women) as persons and human rights 
flowing from human dignity and personhood just as the 
church stands for the same for all without exclusion or dis-
crimination. Homosexuals are integral members of socie-
ty. The Church condemns any kind of violence and hatred 
against them. They must be treated with understanding, 
compassion and sensitivity. According to the moral vision 
of the Church those who have a homosexual orientation 
should not suffer unjust discrimination in law or reality. 
Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should 
be avoided, according to the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, no. 2358. Amoris Laetitia No.250 states: “We 
would like before all else to reaffirm that every person, re-
gardless of sexual orientation, ought to be respected in his 
or her dignity and treated with consideration, while ‘every 
sign of unjust discrimination’ is to be carefully avoided, 
particularly any form of aggression and violence.”

One negative fallout of decriminalization of a.377 
of IPC concerning homosexuality is that many would 
conclude that decriminalization is moral justification 
and moral acceptability. This is an error. This would call 
for moral formation in general and moral formation re-
garding morality of human sexuality. Formation of con-
science is essential in this area. It is a challenging task for 
the church and society.

The Church and all people are concerned about pro-
tection and strengthening of the fundamental value of 
marriage as a union between man woman and family 
raised by such conjugal union.  It is important to uphold 
the right moral perspectives regarding marriage family 
and upbringing of children. Marriage is not just any re-
lationship between human beings. Men and women are 

equal as persons and complementary as male and female. 
Homosexual acts go against the natural moral law. Ho-
mosexual acts close the sexual act to the gift of life. They 
do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual com-
plementarity. Homosexual unions are also totally lacking 
in the conjugal dimension, which represents the human 
and ordered form of sexuality. Homosexual unions are 
also totally lacking in the biological and anthropological 
elements of marriage and family which would be the ba-
sis, on the level of reason, for granting them legal recogni-
tion. Such unions are not able to contribute in a proper 
way to the procreation and survival of the human race. 
Under no circumstances can they be approved. Hence, 
same sex marriages are not acceptable at all.

Decriminalization of article 377 is likely to lead to 
campaigns by homosexual groups for the next steps of le-
galization of same sex unions on a par with marriage and 
legalization of the rights of the same sex couples to adopt 
children (orphans). The Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith in its concluding remarks to its document on 
Considerations regarding proposals to give legal recogni-
tion to unions between homosexual persons aptly stated: 
“The Church teaches that respect for homosexual per-
sons cannot lead in any way to approval of homosexual 
behaviour or to legal recognition of homosexual unions. 
The common good requires that laws recognize, promote 
and protect marriage as the basis of the family, the pri-
mary unit of society. Legal recognition of homosexual un-
ions or placing them on the same level as marriage would 
mean not only the approval of deviant behaviour, with 
the consequence of making it a model in present-day so-
ciety, but would also obscure basic values which belong 
to the common inheritance of humanity”. However, it is 
important to note that we must reach out to homosexu-
als in care and concern including the psychological and 
sociological aspects, and it is the need of the hour.

 Fr. Stephen Fernandes
Secretary, 

CBCI Office for Justice, Peace and Development

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

NPHMT for Freedom, Justice and Peace

A
s the Naga Peoples Movement for Human Rights 
(NPMHR) commemorates the 40 years of its 
struggle against the occupation of Naga lands 
and the restorations of their human rights, based 

on the universal belief that; “violation of human rights 
in any part of the world is a threat to the human race as 
a whole and that protection and promotion of human 
rights anywhere is a concern of all”, once again re-iterates 
our commitments to its 11- Point of Declaration, on this 
day the 9th of September 2018, as stated that;

Mankind has made history through the struggle for 
freedom from exploitation and subjugation. Andhistory 
of the Naga people has taught us that there are forces both 
inside and outside the society collaborating in strangu-
lating social progress.

Our people have seen economic exploitation, political 
and military domination social suppression with the im-
position of alien cultural and legal systems and the dis-
tortion of their history.

In the light of these experiences, the Naga Peoples 
Movement for Human Rights takes upon itself the task of 
initiating organized struggle for achieving the following;

To ensure and safeguard:
1. the right to life;
2. the right to work;
3. the right to live together as a people and the unifica-

tion of all Naga Lands;
4. the right to hold and communicate one’s beliefs;
5. the freedom of movement, assembly and association;

6. free access to all place of learning;
7. maximum participation of the people in the making 

of decisions affecting their lives;
8. freedom from socio-economic exploitation. Political 

domination and military repression;
9. against anti-democratic practices and the disman-

tling of  institutions and social values which legiti-
mize and perpetuate these within our society;

10. against the practices of arbitrary arrest, detention, 
torture and execution, and the use of unconvention-
al weapons;

11. against the imposition of undesirable alien legal 
systems and  socio-cultural concepts and ways of 
life.

And whereas, ever since, British colonizers intruded 
into our land and dissected and fragmented our land and 
people for their mere administrative conveniences for 
several decades, which the Indian occupational forces 
took over on their departure, through plunder and atroci-
ties, the very basic right to life and to live together as a 
people were denied. These were followed by systematic 
anti-democratic practices and the dismantling of our tra-
ditional institutions and social values with the imposition 
of undesirable alien legal systems and socio-cultural con-
cepts and ways of life.

And whereas, rape, torture, public execution, mass 
killings, concentration camps, desecration of religious 
places, burning of villages, forced labour, burying and 
burning of people alive, waging war on school children, 
arrest without warrant, search without warrant, frisk peo-

ple anywhere and everywhere, raid houses, etc. etc. with 
full impunity under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act of 1958, failed to demoralise the Naga resistant move-
ment into submission to occupational forces.

And therefore, the Government of India started initiat-
ing “Ceasefires” and “Peace Talks” with leaders of the Naga 
Political Movements, once in the past with the Federal 
Government of Nagaland in 1964 and which they gradu-
ally unilaterally abrogated when it suited them (GoI). Over 
the course of time, when the Naga Political Movement 
has gained enough momentum up to the various inter-
national levels, the Government of India again sought for 
Ceasefires and Peace Talks, which was entered into with 
the NSCN –IM in 1997 and followed by another truce with 
the NSCN – K in 2001 and others which were formed in 
due course of time. 

Notwithstanding all the agonies of the past nor the 
hopes of the future, NPMHR takes this moment in time, 
on the occasion of the 40 Years of human rights move-
ment across the length and breath of the Naga-lands, 
to say that, Freedom, Justice and Peace are the inherent 
rights of every peoples, and that Nagas are not by any 
standard lesser people. We also impress upon the peo-
ple of India to recognize our rights as much as we respect 
their rights. And to our fellow Nagas, that to enjoy these 
rights, the peoples ourselves, must know and have the 
courage to live independently and exist fearlessly as one 
people without expecting other people or alien rulers to 
“gift us our rights”.

Naga Peoples Movement for Human Rights

DAILY
PATH

How to Stand Firm

BIBLE READ:  JUDE 1:24–25
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling.  
~   Jude 1:24

Book: 21 Lessons for the 21st Century; 
Author: Yuval Noah Harari; 

Publisher: Penguin; Price: Rs 799; Pages: 352

Y
uval Noah Harari, the million-copy bestselling 
author of “Sapiens” and “Homo Deus”, has re-
turned with “21 Lessons for the 21st Century”, 
and the sum total of the arguments that he 

presents in the new book is that we are living in times 
when “unpredictability” has become the new norm.

Covering a wide range of issues critical in shaping 
how the human civilisation survives the 21st century, 

Harari sets out to answer some basic questions in the 
book. In fact, as he himself notes, most parts of the book 
have been composed in response to questions that 
readers, journalists and colleagues put to the author.

In answering these fundamental questions -- like 
“How can we protect ourselves from nuclear war, eco-
logical cataclysms and technological disruptions”, or 
“What can we do about the epidemic of fake news or the 
threat of terrorism” -- Harari weaves a common theme 
of the need to maintain “our collective and individual 
focus in the face of constant and disorienting change”.

“If you try to hold on to some stable identity, job or 
world view,” Harari warns his readers, “you risk being 
left behind as the world flies by you with a whooooosh.”

The just above 300-page book touches on, and dis-
cusses in a thought-provoking manner, issues such as 
religion, nationalism, environment, Artificial Intel-
ligence, social media, data privacy and liberty, among 
others, that have been subjected to constant changes 
in the light of recent upheavals. Harari holds that reli-
gion can have adverse impact on its followers, but like 
nationalism, which is threat to globalisation, it too has 
its uses.

“Does a return to nationalism offer real solutions to 
the unprecedented problems of our global world, or is it 
an escapist indulgence that may doom humankind and 
the entire biosphere to disaster?” he asks, before de-
bunking the challenges of nuclear war, ecological dam-
age, and the technological problems that may surface, 
or are already surfacing, as a result of rising nationalism.

“Each of these problems -- nuclear war, ecological 
collapse and technological disruption -- is enough to 
threaten the future of human civilisation,” he contends. 
“But taken together, they add up to an unprecedented 
existential crisis, especially because they are likely to re-
inforce and compound each other.”

But the sheer joy of reading Harari lies in the fact 
that he can impress his readers at the most unexpected 
junctures with some mind-expanding paragraph sand-
wiched between his observations and suggestions. And 
how does he do it?

The author uses literary devices and recent ex-
amples to arouse the reader’s curiosity. For example, 
he notes in the book that the Islamic State murdered 
thousands of people, toppled archaeological sites and 

demolished every sign of Western cultural influence af-
ter conquering parts of Syria and Iraq. Harari then adds 
that the same fighters robbed stashes of American dol-
lars which had the faces of American presidents. They 
did not burn those currencies even though the notes 
glorified American political and religious ideals.

Harari suggests that religious fundamentalists and 
bigots too have an agenda at play. Whether it is the 
Islamic State, North Korean tyrants or Mexican drug 
lords, all bow before the all-powerful dollar.

Although,= Harari does not seem to be very im-
pressed with the way human civilisation is marching 
ahead, there is no end of hope for him. As the book it-
self is titled “21 Lessons for 21st Century” it address the 
challenges by putting forth some lessons that the au-
thor has learnt, and believes can be useful for each of us.

Indian readers will also be pleased to note that the 
book has ample direct references to India. At one point, 
Harari notes that while thousands of years ago devout 
Hindus sacrificed precious horses, today they invest in 
producing costly flags. He refers to the hoisting of one 
of the largest flags in the world at Atari on the Indo-Pak 
border in 2017 and notes that “strong winds kept tearing 
the flag, and national pride required that it be stitched to-
gether again and again, at great cost to Indian taxpayers”.

“Why does the Indian government invest scarce re-
sources in weaving enormous flags, instead of building 
sewage systems in Delhi’s slums?” he asks. “Because the 
flag makes India real in a way that sewage systems do 
not.”

Harari acknowledges that all the solutions he of-
fers in the book may not work for everybody. “I am 
very aware that the quirks of my genes, neurons, per-
sonal history and dharma are not shared by everyone,” 
he notes, before elaborating on “hues” that “colour the 
glasses through which I see the world”.

All in all, “21 Lessons for the 21st Century” may 
be an eye-opening book for many. Even if one disa-
grees with Harari’s assertions or solutions, the merit of 
the book lies in opening up the issues in their totality, 
thereby allowing the reader to pause and contemplate 
on where we, humanity as a whole, are headed and if we 
can improve the prospects of our future by altering our 
actions in the present.

Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Too much indulg-
ing may leave you with a headache or stom-
achache to the point where you may want to 
spend most of today sleeping. The stress of 

this condition could cause you to snap at family mem-
bers, but remember that they weren’t the ones who 
chose to overindulge. Chill out, get some rest, and re-
gain your strength. You’ll be back in the real world soon 
enough.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You like to be 
honest with those you care about, but today 
you’re likely to be a bit too honest. Don’t be 
too quick to take offense, and watch the ten-

dency to be too blunt. If you temper your honesty with 
some diplomacy, you should get your message across 
with a minimum of hurt feelings. You create win/win 
situations that way. It’s best for all involved.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): It might feel like 
your home has turned into Grand Central Sta-
tion. Lots of visitors, messengers, and others 
are going to drop by, and you may just want 

to watch TV or read a book. This could lead to some 
understandable irritation. However, be your usual po-
lite self. If possible, get a family member to screen your 
callers. You might be frustrated, but you don’t want to 
offend anybody.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might 
have to do a lot of running around when 
you probably want to stay home. Obliga-
tions to friends and family are likely to 

come up, and even though you’re a bit tired you’ll 
want to help out. The best plan for today is to get ev-
erything done as quickly as possible and then spend 
the rest of the day relaxing alone. You can have it 
both ways!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Don’t be surprised 
if lots of visitors show up today. Perhaps 
you’re hosting an impromptu social event or 
neighbors bring news of changes nearby. You 

should be brimming with energy, so you can handle it, 
but you might find it a bit unnerving if it gets too excit-
ing. It’s best just to go with the flow and enjoy situations 
like this. You can think about it later.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  You could be 
feeling a bit antsy today and may want to 
spend time exercising or trying a new sport 
or game that you’ve never played before. 

This is great. Ask some friends to join you. Don’t 
push yourself past your limits. This can only bring 
exhaustion or injury, and it won’t help your fitness 
level. Exercise within your limitations and do it 
more often.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): An exciting com-
munication could inform you of an ad-
vancement opportunity that you should 
explore. While you’d be quick to act under 

normal circumstances, Libra, today you might be more 
cautious. You’ve sought recognition for a while, so don’t 
be too reticent. Don’t let your insecurity get the better 
of you. Learn all you can about the situation and then 
make an informed decision.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A friend could ask 
for a loan and you might hesitate to give him or 
her the money. Follow your instincts. The per-
son probably isn’t too savvy about money. You 

might want to participate in some group activities, but 
don’t let people take unfair advantage of you. You’re willing 
to serve those who need you, but discriminate between 
those who do and don’t really need your help.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
you’re likely to experience a powerful burst 
of energy that may temporarily turn you 
into a workaholic. Chores may have piled up 

around the house that desperately need to be done. 
You may want to go through them like wildfire. You 
don’t have to do them all at once. Take care of the most 
pressing tasks and then relax. The rest can wait. Ask 
family members to help.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Frustra-
tion may be the word for today, Capricorn. 
You could be experiencing a bit of wander-
lust. Distant states and foreign lands may 

beckon to you, but circumstances could make it hard 
for you to get away. There might also be friction with 
your partner. Don’t get sucked into a quarrel. Use your 
placid nature to get grounded, then use your practical-
ity to solve the issues at hand.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’ve prob-
ably had a busy week, Aquarius, and may 
feel out of sorts today. Perhaps you had too 
much good food last night, stayed up too 

late, or both. It goes against your grain to stay in and 
rest, but this is the perfect day to curl up with a good 
book. You’re going to want some exercise, but don’t 
overdo it. As you well know, you can get too much of 
a good thing!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): There might be a 
lot of work to do at home today. Since certain 
family members are conveniently absent, 
you may feel that the burden falls on you. 

Don’t be a martyr, however. Just do what you can and 
leave the rest. Uncertainties about money could also 
be on your mind, but put these aside for now. You’ll be 
better able to deal with them tomorrow.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Alok Asthana | thewire.in

K.A.S. Mani | thewire.in

It Is Not the System That Holds You Back, But Your Greed

Why It’s Time to Reengineer Our Dams

Fear of getting the sack might dissuade people from speaking against the system, but many forget that there is indeed life after dismissal.

A belief that the safety of reservoirs can’t be assured because of unknown factors emanates from a flawed presumption that not all lives 
are equal and that some sacrifice is essential for the progress of a country.

“I can’t stand the pressure. If not for it, I 
would have delivered much better. The 
system forces you to back off.”

I have heard statements like these many 
times. Also, I have derisively sneered at it.

It is neither the pressure, nor the system 
that comes in the way of you delivering what 
you are expected to deliver. What stops you is 
simply your own ambition and greed.

I have repeatedly thought about putting 
across this belief of mine in public domain. 
However, what example do I use to illustrate 
this homily with? Of course, I always had my 
own example, but couldn’t get myself to do it. 
It felt silly or even churlish to present myself 
as a victim – claiming the status of a martyr. 
But just some days ago, something changed 
my mind.

I heard Arun Shourie tell media in the 
Mushaira media (Rashtra Manch) that their 
oft-repeated lament that ‘pressure’  makes 
it impossible for them to report the realities 
of today is just an excuse to not do their job. 
What pressure? Who is jailing you for it? All 
that could happen is that if you do report, you 
may get fired. Well, so what?

That’s the whole question. Are you there to 
‘stay in the job’, or would you risk getting dis-
missed for your convictions?

Arun tells us that he is the only media-
person who got dismissed twice for his con-
victions. Then he utters the golden words. 
“There’s life after dismissal. Look at me,” he 
says, “Despite two dismissals, am I not stand-
ing happily in front of you?”

What’s been holding you up is simply your 
own greed, not any ‘pressure from the system’. 
If at all, it is an internal pressure from your 
ambition, beyond what is healthy and desir-
able. While you were so fearful of the conse-

quences, the real consequences turned out to 
be so insignificant that today, you can easily 
laugh them off. There, indeed, is life after dis-
missal.

An ex-NDA entry, I passed 13th in the order 
of merit of about 250 Gentlemen Cadets of In-
dian Military Academy. I received the coveted 
‘fit to be instructor’ grade in most professional 
courses I took during my career, including the 
Army Staff Course at the Defence Services 
Staff College and also the Senior Command 

course thereafter. My troops loved me. In the 
unit, I always received an ‘outstanding’ report. 
However, I simply couldn’t keep quiet enough 
when out of the unit.

As a young captain, I was thrown out of In-
fantry School from the position of a talented 
instructor there, for being rude to my senior, 
who, I thought, was being more than rude to 
me. Then as a Brigade-level staff officer, I got 
into a confrontation with the Cantonment 
Board Officer, who, I thought was misusing 
the resources meant for my troops. Again 
back as Instructor at the Infantry School as a 
Lt Col this time, it became necessary to com-
plain about service norms being flouted. I did 
so.

That brought in my first ‘dismissal’. The 
Army Selection committee found me ‘not fit 
to be promoted to a Colonel’. I lost out to my 
own coursemates, many of whom were sim-
ply no match to me. However they promoted 
me in the next board, hoping that I would 
have learnt my lesson.

The command tenure threw up just too 
many situations where one had to either 
stand for the troops, or for himself. 

Some Commanding officers of today are 
not able to take the pressure that comes from 
their troops having to fire on stonepelters. 
Well, here is my case. My troops had to fire on 
a vehicle which was suspected to be driven by 

some militants, breaking a barrier in the dead 
of night on a rainy day. Unfortunately it hap-
pened to be that of the district commissioner, 
with him inside it. The vehicle was hit. The 
DC was an IAS officer, not one from the state 
cadre. All hell was let loose. The administra-
tion wanted me to blame the patrol leader. 
But I felt he was not at fault. Things became 
so tense that the chief, General Shankar Roy 
Choudhary, had to visit my unit. However, the 
patrol leader was still not blamed.

In another incident, my senior tried to tell 
me how to command my own unit. A CO is 
a position for which many officers of yester-
years would have happily given their left arm 
for. I wasn’t going to sell myself cheap for this 
appointment. So I had to remind my senior to 
not get in my way while handling the unit.

Finally, I took premature retirement and 
happily lead a civilian life.

But there is life after dismissal. Today, I 
stand in line for a bus, so do so many others 
who were not ‘dismissed’. I eat three meals 
a day, and I suspect, they too don’t manage 
more than four in a day. So, where did I lose 
out? I didn’t.

It’s not the system that beats you; it is your 
greed.

And, of course, there is life after dismissal.
Alok Asthana is a retired colonel of the 

Indian Army.

G
overnments are not the 
only entities responsible 
for undertaking irrigation 
projects, although they 

might be the most accountable. The 
modicum of trust placed on the pro-
moters of big dams is often loaded 
with compromises on the design, 
management, honesty of conduct 
and awareness of risks to down-
stream areas likely to be affected dur-
ing heavy flooding. Power generation, 
irrigation and piped water supply re-
main the limited  objectives of dams 
while flood management and ensur-
ing ecological flow in river beds have 
been almost completely sidelined.

Environmental degradation is 
recognised as a small price to pay 
for economic growth and changes 
in the microclimate, impact to hu-
man lives, habitation, infrastructure 
and health are thought of as growing 
pains for larger gains. Governments 
continue to abuse knowledge-based 
institutions to compose favourable 
reports on environmental, social, re-
habilitation safeguard norms and so 
clear various projects. The technical 
incompetence of regulatory agencies 
has become a matter of global ridi-
cule.

The Dam Safety Bill of 2018 has 
been drafted to address technical is-
sues linked to physical deformation 
and deterioration. However, it is com-
pletely insensitive to flood safety fol-
lowing the release of water from ma-
jor reservoirs.

Hostility to climate change pro-
jections led by the US has strength-
ened many Indian states to come 
out strongly against the negative 
impacts, to effectively bulldoze their 
way through new project approv-
als. Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka have gone overboard with 
their contempt for climate risks, the 
environment and safety, in a way that 
it appears the tragedies in Kerala and 
Uttarakhand have taught them noth-
ing.

Given the existence of a strong 
dam-construction lobby, the political 
significance of the cement and steel 
structures that prop up these struc-
tures is obvious. Opposition to new 

dams and the decommissioning of 
older ones is fought tooth and nail by 
all political groups. In light of this, we 
should consider reengineering ageing 
dams as well as make the designs for 
new ones more inclusive.
Building a new paradigm
This entails that new reservoirs 
should be transparent in their opera-
tions, provide dedicated flow chan-
nels for routing floodwater, protect 
against catchment degradation, min-
imise siltation and offer assured ir-
rigation and a drinking water supply.

Data linked to design and risks 
should be made accessible all stake-
holders. Reservoir management 
should be automated using monitor-
ing networks, flow models and ro-
botic mechanisms linked to spillway 
operations. Advances in solar power 
generation could help engineers hy-
bridise power generation using pho-
tovoltaics with hydel.

The major outcomes would be to 
create linked navigation programmes 
to service all stakeholders, enhance 
dam safety to incorporate risks linked 
to flooding, associate catchment pro-
tection with carbon sequestration as 
an economic activity, improve water-
use efficiency in agriculture through 
conjunctive use and rainfed irriga-
tion.

For puritanical thinkers, such an 
enlarged objective might appear too 
unwieldy, but the events of Kerala in 
2018 and Uttarakhand in 2013 make it 
inevitable. Reengineering older dams 
will help create a new experience of 
the benefits of reservoirs based on 
what we’ve learnt from our failures.

Extreme weather events threaten 
dams and reservoirs and need to be 
actively dealt with. Carbon funding 
could be adopted to manage and re-
store degraded catchments, thus the 
serving dual purpose of catchment 
protection and carbon sequestration. 
The government will have to accord 
suitable land classification norms for 
protection against deforestation, and 
treat these areas as bio-reserves. The 
focal should be on reviving biomass 
without exposing the soil. No major 
construction, mining and any other 
soil-damaging activities should be al-
lowed in these areas. All investments 

related to this exercise will need to 
be routed through a carbon-credit 
mechanism without stressing the ex-
chequer.

When trees capture rainfall, they 
help prevent flash floods, moderate 
runoffs, limit soil erosion, enhance 
infiltration, increasing groundwater 
recharge and help regulate the local 
climate. The water is forced to flow 
through the soil instead of over it, 
making it more porous and contrib-
uting to the formation of a thick car-
pet of organic matter that can capture 
more carbon. Such a mix of forestry 
options in the catchment could sig-
nificantly alter the inflow of water 
into the reservoir over an extended 
period.

Carbon capture and storage be-
comes ecologically relevant at the 
local level by protecting against sil-
tation, landslides and flash floods. 
The captured carbon dioxide can be 
stored in the soil and other geological 

formations. Carbon capture can also 
be monetised as carbon credits.
Automating reservoirs
When reservoirs are operated based 
on personal judgements and are in-
fluenced by political opinions, and 
not fully supported by data, disasters 
result. As a bulwark against such deci-
sions, reservoirs can be managed with 
the aid of a bouquet of technologies: 
automatic water-level recordings, 
satellite imagery, computer models 
and AI. Together, and by streamlining 
data obtained from areas upstream, 
downstream and around the reser-
voir, they can control spillway and 
canal operations, document all the 
processes and, crucially, inform bet-
ter decisions.

It is important to acknowledge 
here that the technical landscape 
of hydrology, irrigation and ecology 
management is expanding at a pace 
much faster than what a small group 

of engineers can keep up with. At 
the same time, computers shouldn’t 
replace humans altogether; the rela-
tionship should be symbiotic. Auto-
mation allows engineers to operate 
several sections of a reservoir simul-
taneously without also inducing ma-
jor manpower and skill constraints. 
Finally, lawmakers shouldn’t shy away 
incurring the additional expense be-
cause the impact on operational ef-
ficiency, water-saving, productivity, 
flood management and response to 
various environmental apprehen-
sions will be worth it.

Any dam safety protocol should 
protect dams against all physical 
dangers, flooding and other acci-
dents. The success of a protocol can 
be measured by its success in adopt-
ing practices that assure faith in the 
structure, its operations and how it 
responds in an emergency without 
disrupting life. Any other definition of 
safety can’t and shouldn’t be accept-

able.
Sadly, however, the current think-

ing appears to be that the safety of 
dams and reservoirs can’t be assured 
because of unknown factors. This 
belief emanates from the presump-
tion that not all lives are equal and 
that some sacrifice is essential for the 
progress of a country, even if it means 
loss of life.

Such an impression, carried by the 
Dam Safety Bill 2018, only gives more 
freedom to technocrats and planners 
to play with livelihood, property and 
life. This needs closer scrutiny and 
revision. There should be more ac-
countability but there should also be 
a built-in insurance component. Dis-
aster risk insurance schemes need to 
be identified and the costs integrated 
into infrastructure expenses. Further, 
these provisions will have to be re-
viewed every decade.

K.A.S. Mani is a groundwater 
engineer.
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Opposition dreaming of gaining 
power without leader — BJP

Constitutional rights fulcrum 
of free society— CJI Misra

TN cabinet decides to release 
all Rajiv case convicts

Chidambaram dares BJP to 
contradict official data on economy

‘Certain individuals’ left out in 
mining scam probe — Ex-Goa CM

Those involved in lynchings cannot 
call themselves nationalists — Naidu

Congress calls ‘Bharat bandh’ on 
Monday against fuel price hike

There is need for quality lawyers for the poor — Justice Muralidhar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP President Amit Shah during BJP National Executive meeting, in 
New Delhi, Sunday.
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New Delhi, Sep. 9 (IANS): 
The BJP National Execu-
tive on Sunday passed a 
political resolution that 
vowed to return to power 
again in 2019 with a bigger 
mandate than that of 2014, 
saying the opposition has 
no leader, no strategy and 
no vision while the ruling 
party has no such dearth.

Briefing the media, 
Union Human Resource 
Development Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar said that 
the resolution introduced 
by Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh pledged 
to make a “New India” by 
2022 and was passed unan-
imously by the National 
Executive.

“Today we have the 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
party President Amit Shah. 
That is the reason the BJP 
is ruling 19 states. We have 
over 350 MPs and 1,500 
MLAs. Besides these, we are 
present in every local body 
and municipal corpora-
tions. We are confident of 
returning to power in 2019 
with more brute majority,” 
Javadekar quoted Rajnath 

Singh as saying.
Hitting out at opposi-

tion parties for their efforts 
to form a grand alliance, the 
BJP leader said that their 
single point agenda was to 
stop Modi and in that effort 
they were doing negative 
politics.

“The opposition parties 
are dreaming to gain the 
power. They have no leader, 
no policy, no strategy and 
no vision. They are frus-
trated and that is why they 
are doing negative politics. 
But we have a leader who 
has a vision, passion and 

imagination,” Javadekar 
said.

“Their single point 
agenda is to stop Modi.”

Claiming that despite 
being in power for more 
than four years, Modi’s 
popularity graph has not 
gone down. He said this 

Pune, Sep. 9 (PTI): Rights 
protected and guaranteed 
under the constitutional 
framework are the fulcrum 
of a democratic and free so-
ciety, Chief Justice of India 
Dipak Misra has said.

Addressing the Dr Pa-
tangrao Kadam memorial 
lecture here Saturday, the 
CJI said that if an individual 
has the right to live he also 
has the right to die with 
dignity.

Justice Misra was ad-
dressing law students of 
Bharti University on “Bal-
ancing of Rights”.

“We have a constitu-
tional democracy and it is 
conceived with a singular 
and sole mission and pur-

pose of securing its citi-
zenry’s rights and liberties 
which foster and strength-
en the spirit and growth 
of the development of the 
society,” Justice Misra said.

He said, “Rights pro-
tected and guaranteed 
under the constitutional 
framework are the fulcrum 
of any democratic and free 
society. We have the right 
and we must exercise the 
right within the constitu-
tional parameters”.

The CJI said interests 
are recognised and pro-
tected by a rule of justice. “If 
the rule of justice collapses, 
the rule of law automati-
cally collapses”.

Referring to the land-

Chennai, Sep. 9 (PTI): The 
AIADMK government in 
Tamil Nadu Sunday de-
cided to recommend to the 
state Governor Banwarilal 
Purohit, the release of all 
seven life convicts in the 
Rajiv Gandhi assassination 
case.

A resolution to this ef-
fect was adopted at the 
state cabinet which met 
here under Chief Minister 
K Palaniswami’s leader-
ship, Fisheries Minister D 
Jayakumar told reporters.

It decided to recom-
mend to Governor Purohit, 
the release of Murugan, 
Santhan, Perarivalan, Jay-
akumar, Ravichandran, 
Robert Payas and Nalini, 
serving life imprisonment.

The moves comes days 
after the Supreme Court 
asked the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernor to consider the mer-
cy petition of Perarivalan 

seeking remission or par-
don under Article 161 of the 
Constitution and disposed 
of the Centre’s petition op-
posing Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s earlier proposal for 
the release of the convicts.

Though the apex court 
had asked the Governor to 
consider the plea of Per-
arivalan, the government 
decided to recommend 
setting free all others also 
as they had also petitioned 
seeking premature release, 
he said.

The cabinet resolution 
will be sent to the Governor 
“immediately,” he said.

Former prime minister 
Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated on May 21, 1991 at 
Sriperumbudur near here 
by an LTTE woman suicide 
bomber, Dhanu, at an elec-
tion rally. Fourteen others, 
including Dhanu herself, 
were also killed.

New Delhi, Sep. 9 (IANS): The Congress 
on Sunday called for a ‘Bharat Bandh’ on 
Monday to protest against the steep rise 
in diesel and petrol prices and the falling 
value of the rupee against the dollar.

Congress leader Ajay Maken said the 
party wants petrol and diesel to be brought 
under the Goods and Services Tax (GST), 
which would decrease the price by Rs 
15-18. 

He said there should be an immediate 
reduction in central excise duty and exces-
sive VAT in the states.

About 20 political parties are par-
ticipating in the protest, Maken told the 
media. He said the Centre had earned Rs 
11 lakh crore in the last four years through 
excise duty on fuel and this money was 
taken from the common man to fill the 

government’s coffers.
BJD not to support bandh
Odisha’s ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on 
Sunday said it will not support the Bharat 
Bandh called by the Congress against fuel 
price rise on Monday.

 “We have been holding protests across 
the state since last three days to make the 
people aware about the steep price rise 
of the petroleum products. We are not 
supporting the Bharat Bandh,” said BJD 
spokesperson Sasmit Patra.

However, the government has declared 
that schools will remain closed on Monday 
to ensure the safety of the students.

Meanwhile, Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee (PCC) President Niranjan Pat-
naik appealed to the people to make the 
shutdown a success.

New Delhi, Sep. 9 (PTI): 
Senior Congress leader 
P Chidambaram Sunday 
dared the BJP to contra-
dict an official data on 
growth which has said the 
economy clocked a 10.08-
per cent growth in 2006-07 
under the UPA rule, the 
highest since liberalisation 
in 1991.

The former finance 
minister reacted after BJP 
president Amit Shah asked 
his party leaders to chal-
lenge Chidambaram and 
others from the opposition 
for an open debate on the 
government’s economic 
policies based on facts and 
figures.

Chidambaram said 
the Congress has already 
started a data-based debate 
and has put out the data, 
including Central Statistical 
Organisation (CSO) data 

on growth during NDA-1, 
UPA-1, UPA-2 and NDA-2.

“Does BJP accept CSO 
data or not? Let BJP put out 
data contradicting CSO 
data,” he told PTI here.

According to the back 
series data on GDP, re-
leased by the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MOSPI) 
last month, Indian econ-
omy clocked a 10.08- per 
cent growth rate in 2006-07 
under the then Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh, the 
highest since liberalisation 
of the economy in 1991.

The highest ever growth 
rate since Independence 
was recorded at 10.2 per 
cent in 1988-89 when Rajiv 
Gandhi was the prime min-
ister, the data said.

The back series data on 
GDP has been prepared 
by the Committee on Real 

Sector Statistics, consti-
tuted by the National Sta-
tistical Commission. The 
report has been released on 
the website of the MOSPI.

After the data was re-
leased, Chidambaram had 
said the Congress-led UPA-
1 and UPA-2 governments 
delivered the highest dec-
adal growth since the Inde-
pendence.

The average growth rate 
under the UPA-1 govern-
ment was 8.87 per cent, 
during which it also regis-
tered double digit growth 
rate of 10.08 per cent in 
2006-07 and under the 
UPA-2 dispensation, it was 
7.39 per cent, he had said, 
citing data on gross domes-
tic product (GDP) released 
by the Statistics Ministry.

The BJP, however, had 
said the data was not of-
ficial and that it had not 

been accepted by the gov-
ernment yet.

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) president Shah 
said Saturday the Naren-
dra Modi government 
had performed far bet-
ter on the economic front 
than the UPA, and asked 
party leaders to challenge 
Chidambaram and other 
opposition leaders for an 
open debate on the govern-
ment’s economic policies, 
based on facts and figures.

“Party leaders should 
challenge Chidambaram & 
Co with facts and ask them 
to come for a debate on 
the economic policies of 
the government,” Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said, quoting Shah’s 
presidential address on the 
inaugural day of the BJP 
national executive meet 
here Saturday.

Panaji, Sep. 9 (IANS): 
Former Goa Chief Minister 
Laxmikant Parsekar, who 
faces a Lokayukta probe 
in connection with the Rs 
1.44-lakh crore mining re-
newal scam, has stated in 
his affidavit filed before the 
anti-corruption authority 
that “certain individuals”, 
who were involved in the 
process of granting renew-
als, were “left out” in the 
complaint filed by an envi-
ronment foundation.

In response to the affi-
davit, petitioner Dr. Claude 
Alvares of the Goa Founda-
tion, on Saturday said that 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Parrikar, who was also CM 
when the first six mining 
leases were granted sec-
ond renewals, would be 
made party to the Lokay-
ukta case.

Parsekar’s affidavit also 
claims that the policy un-
der which the controver-
sial 88 mining leases were 
renewed -- when he was 
not even the Chief Minister 
-- was a Cabinet decision 
and not a personal one, 
and that too in accordance 
with an order of the Panaji 
bench of the Bombay High 
Court.

Goa Lokayukta Justice 
P.K. Misra on Friday cleared 
the decks for probing the 
role of Parsekar and top 
officials related to the state 
mines department by re-
jecting preliminary objec-
tions filed by Parsekar and 
the mines department offi-
cials, following a complaint 
filed by the Goa Founda-
tion.

Parsekar claims that his 
name was “cherry-picked” 
by the petitioner and has 
suggested that the policy 
which allowed the second 

renewal of mining leases 
was formulated by a Cabi-
net headed by his pred-
ecessor Manohar Parrikar.

“The said policy along 
with other related devel-
opments bonafidely were 
adopted by the govern-
ment of Goa, while I was 
not even Chief Minister of 
the state of Goa, though a 
Minister in the Cabinet and 
not even Minister of Mines 
and Geology, all of which 
were decisions taken and 
approved by the Cabinet as 
a whole...” Parsekar said in 
his affidavit.

Meanwhile,  speak-
ing to reporters, Alavres, 
whose petitions in the Su-
preme Court of India in 
the recent past have led 
to complete suspension 
of Goa’s illegal mining op-
erations on two occasions 
in the past six years, said 
that Parrikar would also be 
made party to the alleged 
complaint filed before the 
Lokayukta.

“Parsekar has now filed 
an affidavit, which states 
very clearly that he is not 
fully responsible for ap-
proving those 88 leases. 
That it was a decision tak-
en by Parrikar when he 
was the Chief Minister and 
therefore the investiga-
tion should also include 
him. We are now making 
an application to make Par-
rikar, though he is ill, also a 
party,” Alvares said.

Mining in Goa was 
banned for the second time 
earlier this year by the apex 
court, faulting the state 
government for irregulari-
ties in granting second re-
newals of 88 mining leases 
while also directing the 
state government to allot 
the mining leases afresh.

New Delhi, Sep. 9 (PTI): 
Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu has said those in-
volved in incidents of hate 
and lynching cannot call 
themselves nationalists 
while holding that legisla-
tion alone was not enough 
as a change in societal be-
haviour was required to 
prevent such cases.

The vice president also 
expressed anguish over the 
politicisation of incidents of 
lynching, saying such cases 
should not be linked with 
political parties.

“Societal change (is 
needed). This (lynching) is 
not because of this party or 
that party. The moment you 
attribute it to these parties, 
the cause is lost. That is 
what is happening, let me 
be very frank,” he said.

Asked about the inci-
dents of hate and lynching, 
he said it was not a new 
trend and there were such 
instances in the past also.

“It is the societal behav-
iour that has to change...
when you kill the other 
man, how can you call 
yourself nationalist. On 
the basis of religion, on the 
basis of caste or on the basis 
of colour, or on the basis of 
gender, you discriminate. 
Nationalism, Bharat Mata 
Ki Jai has a wider meaning,” 
Naidu told news agency PTI 
in an interview on Tuesday.

He said “some of these 
things” cannot be tackled 
through legislation alone, 
and a societal change was 
needed to check them.

The government has 
been under attack from the 
Indian National Congress 
and several other opposi-
tion parties for a spate of 

New Delhi, Sep. 9 (IANS): One 
major concern which users of the 
justice system have expressed is 
that the lawyers representing them 
are inexperienced and unable to 
provide effective legal aid, said Jus-
tice S. Muralidhar of the Delhi High 
Court on Sunday.

Muralidhar, who authored 
“Law, Poverty and Legal Aid: Ac-
cess to Criminal Justice” in 2004, 
said that since many people who 
approach the court are from 
economically weaker sections 
of the society, experienced law-
yers are crucial to protect their 
interests. 

He was speaking on the launch 
of Commonwealth Human Rights 
Initiative’s (CHRI) report “Hope Be-
hind Bars?: Status Report On Legal 
Aid For Persons in Custody”.

The report draws on hundreds 
of RTI applications and material 
available on the public domain on 
the legal aid framework in the 
country and looks at the imple-
mentation of schemes to ensure 
timely and effective legal repre-

sentation.
Muralidhar was accompanied 

by former Chief Justice of Delhi 
High Court A.P. Shah, CHRI Inter-
national Director Sanjoy Hazarika, 
National Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA) Director S.S Rathi, NLU 
Odisha Vice Chancellor Srikrishna 
Deva Rao, and author of the report 
Raja Bagga. 

In order to ensure the qual-
ity of legal representation, Justice 
Muralidhar said, “legal aid com-
mittee lawyers should be paid the 
same as public prosecutors” and 
a system should be set up where 
a combination of a senior and 
junior lawyer take up a case in the 
court so that the client is not at a 
disadvantage.

“Our judicial system is such 
that when a case is called out in 
the court, 60 per cent of the time 
the lawyer won’t be present and if 
he is an experienced lawyer, then 
the frequency will turn into 80 per 
cent,” Muralidhar said.

“With the system that we have, 
legal aid for poor translates to poor 

legal aid. So, by making a combina-
tion of a senior (with 10 years plus 
experience) and junior lawyer, 
we ensure that the most critical 
cases will have legal assistance,” 
he added.

Muralidhar highlighted the 
need for a “directory of legal serv-
ice authorities” so that anyone, 
including the police, could access 
the lawyer.

Justice Shah said that “many 
prisoners are unaware of their 
status of cases as well as their basic 
human rights”. 

He stated that “access to justice 
is the most basic human right” and 
emphasized on the need for com-
petent legal aid lawyers providing 
effective legal representation.

“The legal aid committees are 
not charged with the responsibil-
ity of initiating legal reforms and 
questioning arbitrary laws and pro-
cedures that discriminate against 
the poor and hence, result in the 
violation of the fundamental rights 
or the right to access to justice,” 
Justice Shah, who retired from the 

Delhi High Court in 2010 said. 
“The consumers of justice are 

disabled from demanding quality 
of service and accountability of the 
legal service from bureaucracy. 
Though the legal aid committees 
are available in every state, in some 
states they are poorly utilized. 
People are not very keen to go to a 
legal aid lawyer, instead, they will 
mortgage their belongings and hire 
a private lawyer,” he added. 

Rao said that para-legal volun-
teers should be used extensively in 
the legal system as a “link between 
the community and courts”. 

In order to spread awareness, 
he recommended that “schools 
and colleges need to have systems 
in place to familiarize them with 
the role of police”. 

He also highlighted the im-
portance of legal representation 
immediately after arrest, and the 
necessity of legal aid at different 
stages including, at the point of 
arrest, during the first production, 
and during remand orders passed 
by magistrates.

was due to the Prime 
Minister’s pro-people 
policies.

“The Prime Minister is 
determined to make the 
country a ‘New India’ by 
2022 and we are moving 
in that direction. We will 
fulfil this commitment by 
eradicating poverty, cor-
ruption casteism,” the Min-
ister said.

He said the political res-
olution talked about how 
internal security measures 
were improved during last 
four-and-half-years, that 
has led to a fall in terror 
attacks and extremist ac-
tivities. 

“It also reduced terror 
activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir,” Javadekar said, 
adding that the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) 
Act (AFSPA) was removed 
from states like Tripura and 
Meghalaya under the BJP 
government.

“The AFSPA was re-
moved from some areas 
of Arunachal Pradesh. It 
will also be removed from 
Assam. Due to the Naga Ac-
cord, peace has returned in 
Nagaland,” he said.

mark judgement of the top 
court on passive eutha-
nasia, Justice Misra said 
euthanasia is a difficult 
situation but the Supreme 
Court dealt with the issue 
because “if an individual 
has the right to live he also 
has the right to die with 
dignity”.

He said a few western 
countries are still struggling 
to deal with the issue of 
euthanasia.

In the verdict delivered 
in March this year, a five-
judge Constitution bench 
headed by the CJI had rec-
ognised ‘living will’ made 
by terminally-ill patients 
for passive euthanasia.

The bench had said 
passive euthanasia and 
advance living will are “per-
missible”.

Passive euthanasia is 
a condition where there 
is withdrawal of medical 
treatment with the deliber-
ate intention to hasten the 
death of a terminally-ill 
patient.

Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, Supreme Court judge 
A M Khanwilkar and acting 
Chief Justice of Bombay 
High Court Justice Naresh 
Patil were also present.

lynchings in various parts 
of the country in the last 
couple of years.

According to Home 
Ministry data, around 40 
people were lynched in 
nine states in the past one 
year. The opposition and 
various civil rights groups 
have also accused the gov-
ernment of not coming 
down hard on those in-
volved in the incidents.

On July 17, the Supreme 
Court said that “horrendous 
acts of mobocracy” cannot 
be allowed to overrun the 
law of the land and issued 
a slew of guidelines to deal 
with mob lynching and cow 
vigilantism. It also asked the 
Centre to consider enacting 
a new law to sternly deal 
with such incidents.

A panel appointed by 
the government to exam-
ine ways to contain such 
incidents is believed to have 
recommended framing a 
new legislation.

“When the Nirbhaya 
issue came, there was a 
clamour for Nirbhaya act. 
Nirbhaya act has come, did 
they stop. I am not getting 

into politics, the political 
parties they have their own 
way of highlighting it. I 
(had) said, what is required 
is not a mere bill, political 
will, administrative skill, 
and then go for the kill of 
the social evil. I had said in 
Parliament,” said Naidu.

Noting that there was 
also a debate on about na-
tionalism in the country, 
Naidu said it should also 
be properly defined and 
articulated.

“According to me na-
tionalism or ‘Bharat Mata 
Ki Jai’ means ‘Jai Ho’ to 130 
crore people. Any discrimi-
nation on the basis of caste, 
creed, sex, religion or region 
is against nationalism,” the 
vice president said.

In the Nirbhaya case, 
five men and a juvenile 
gangraped a woman on the 
intervening night of De-
cember 16-17, 2012 inside a 
running bus in South Delhi 
and severely assaulted her. 
She succumbed to injuries 
on December 29, 2012, at 
a Singapore hospital. The 
woman was given the name 
Nirbhaya (fearless).
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News IN BrIef
21 dead as plane crashes into lake in 
South Sudan
Juba, Sep. 9 (PTI/AP): An overloaded commercial plane 
crashed into a lake in South Sudan on Sunday and killed 
21 people, a local official said. The 19-seater commercial 
Baby Air plane had been travelling from the capital, Juba, 
the minister of information for the town of Yirol, Taban 
Abel Aguek, told The Associated Press. Officials were 
investigating the cause of the crash. The three survivors 
are a 6-year-old child, an adult man and an Italian doctor 
with an aid organization who was in surgery and in serious 
condition, Aguek said. “There were people everywhere,” the 
minister said of the crash site.

Death toll nears 40 from northern 
Japan earthquake
Tokyo, Sep. 9 (PTI/AP): Japanese authorities say 37 people 
have been confirmed dead from a powerful earthquake 
that struck the northern island of Hokkaido last week. 
The Hokkaido government said Sunday that two people 
remain missing and one other person has no vital signs. 
Rescue workers are using backhoes and shovels to search 
for the missing in a tangle of dirt and the rubble of homes 
left by multiple landslides in the town of  Atsuma. All 
but four of the victims are from the community of 4,600 
people. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visited a hard-hit area 
of Sapporo, the main city in Hokkaido. The magnitude 6.7 
earthquake before daybreak Thursday knocked out power 
and train service across Hokkaido. It took two days to 
restore electricity to most of the island of 5.4 million people.

UN chief welcomes Horn of Africa 
rapprochement
United Nations, Sep. 9 (IANS): UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres on Saturday welcomed the visit by foreign 
ministers of Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia to Djibouti, 
hailing it as “another important step” in the rapprochement 
among the countries in the Horn of Africa region. In a 
statement through his spokesperson Stephane Dujarric, 
Guterres said the agreement reached among the four 
ministers to work together to restore peace and stability in 
the region is a positive example for the region and beyond, 
Xinhua reported. He reiterated the readiness of the UN to 
support countries in the region in consolidating the recent 
“remarkable” gains.

Shooting at Alabama McDonald’s 
leaves 1 dead, 4 wounded
Auburn (US), Sep. 9 (PTI/AP): One person is dead and 
four people have been injured following a shooting at a 
McDonald’s near Auburn University in Alabama. Auburn 
Police say in a statement that officers responded to the 
restaurant on West Magnolia Ave. just before 2:30 a.m. local 
time Sunday and found a 20-year-old man from Tuskegee 
dead from gunshot wounds. Police say four other people, 
including an Auburn University student, were injured. 
The injured included a 16-year-old victim from Opelika, 
Alabama, who was flown to Piedmont Columbus Regional 
Medical Center with serious injuries. Three additional 
people injured ages 17, 19, and 21 were transported to East 
Alabama Medical Center with non-life threatening injuries.

UK says it will nab poisoning 
suspects if they leave Russia
London, Sep. 9 (PTI/AP): Britain’s interior minister says 
the UK will nab two men accused of using a nerve agent 
in the English city of Salisbury if they ever set foot outside 
Russia. Britain has charged two alleged agents of Russia’s 
GRU military intelligence agency in absentia with the 
poisoning of former Russian spy Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter Yulia.  Britain blames the Russian state for the 
attack, a claim Moscow denies.

29 killed in Afghanistan as anti-
Taliban leader mourned
Kabul, Sep. 9 (PTI/AP): Insurgents killed at least 29 
Afghan security forces in separate attacks as many marked 
the 17th anniversary of the killing of a prominent anti-
Taliban leader, officials said Sunday.  Hakmat Durani, 
spokesman for the police chief of Maidan Wardak province, 
said the Taliban attacked a district headquarters west of  
Kabul late Saturday, killing 10 police officers, including 
a district chief, and setting off a gunbattle. He added that 
dozens of insurgents were killed in retaliatory airstrikes by 
the air force, and that reinforcements were being sent to the 
area. In a separate attack late Saturday, militants targeted 
a checkpoint in the western Herat province, killing nine 
security forces and wounding six others, said Gelani Farhad, 
the provincial governor’s spokesman. He blamed the attack 
on the Taliban, saying around 10 insurgents were killed and 
five wounded during the ensuing gunbattle.

Islamabad, Sep. 9 (PTI): Arif 
Alvi, a close ally of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and 
one of the founding mem-
bers of the ruling Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf party, was 
sworn in as Pakistan’s new 
president Sunday.

The 69-year-old dentist 
was administered the oath 
of office as Pakistan’s 13th 
President by Chief Justice 
Saqib Nisar at a simple cer-
emony held at the Aiwan-e-
Sadr (the President House) 
here.

The oath-taking cer-
emony was attended by top 
civil-military brass includ-
ing Prime Minister Khan 
and Army Chief Gen Qamar 
Javed Bajwa.

Visiting Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi and 
Saudi Information Minister 
Awwad Bin Saleh Al Awwad 
were also present at the 
event.

Dr Alvi had defeated 
Pakistan Peoples Party can-
didate Aitzaz Ahsan and the 
Pakistan Muslim League-N 
nominee Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman in a three-way 
presidential contest.

In Pakistan, the Pres-
ident is considered as a 
symbol of the federation 
and head of the state and 
exercises all powers on the 
recommendations of the 
prime minister.

Alvi belongs to Karachi 
and comes from a family 
that migrated to Pakistan 

after partition. His pred-
ecessors Mamnoon Hus-
sain’s family came from 
Agra and Pervez Mushar-
raf’s parents migrated from 
New Delhi.

He shares an interest-
ing connection with India 
as his father Dr Habib ur 
Rehman Elahi Alvi was a 
dentist to India’s first prime 
minister Jawaharlal Nehru, 
according to the ruling Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
party.

Alvi started his political 
career about five decades 
ago when he was a student 
of de’Montmonrency Col-
lege of Dentistry, an affiliate 
of University of Punjab in 
Lahore. 

He was part of the stu-
dents’ wing of Jamaat-i-

Islami (JIH) and protested 
against military ruler Ayub 
Khan.

“During one of the pro-
tests on the Mall Road in 
Lahore, he was shot at and 
wounded, and still proudly 
carries a bullet embedded 
in his right arm as a mark of 
his struggle for democracy 
in Pakistan,” according to 
the PTI website.

He participated in elec-
tions from the JIH in 1979 
but lost. Later he became 
disillusioned with the poli-
tics of the JIH and joined 
the PTI as one of its found-
ing members in 1996. He 
also helped in writing the 
Constitution of the new 
party.

Alvi contested his first 
election for the PTI in 1997 

but lost. His affiliation with 
the party continued and he 
steadily rose in its ranks.

He was the Secretary-
General of the party from 
2006 till 2013. In 2013 he 
was elected as a Member 
of the National Assembly of 
Pakistan from Constituency 
NA-250 Karachi and was re-
elected in July 2018.

Apart from his political 
struggle, Alvi is also a pro-
fessional dentist.

He acquired his dental 
degree BDS (Dentistry) 
from de’Montmonrency 
College of Dentistry and 
Master of Science degree 
in Prosthodontics from 
the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor in 1975 
and Master of Science in 
Orthodontics in 1984 from 
University of the Pacific, 
San Francisco.

In 1997, Alvi was de-
clared a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Ortho-
dontics. 

He was the primary au-
thor of the constitution of 
the Pakistan Dental Associ-
ation and has been elected 
the President of the Paki-
stan Dental Association.

The new President is 
married with Samina Alvi 
and the couple have four 
children. 

With his close ally Alvi 
as President, Prime Min-
ister Khan can smoothly 
implement his agenda, ac-
cording to observers.

London, Sep. 9 (PTI): Britain’s former 
foreign secretary Boris Johnson Sun-
day came under fire from different 
sides of his Conservative party in the 
wake of a controversial dossier on his 
personal life and his fresh attack on 
British Prime Minister Theresa May 
by comparing her Brexit plans with a 
“suicide vest”.

The Tories were rocked by revela-
tions that May’s aides drew up a dos-
sier on the former Cabinet minister’s 
flambouyant sex life in an apparent 
effort to prevent him from becoming 
Prime Minister.

The document, leaked to the 
‘The Sunday Times by a Conservative 
party source, contains a catalogue of 
explosive allegations about Johnson’s 
sexual liaisons and damning assess-
ments of his character.

The 4,000-word so-called “war 
book” emerged as Johnson and his 
Indian-origin wife Marina Wheeler 
announced earlier this week that they 
were to divorce and was allegedly 
prepared during the post-Brexit refer-
endum Conservative party leadership 
election in 2016 but shelved as John-
son withdrew from the race to make 
way for Theresa May as party leader.

The dossier accuses Johnson 
of “lying” about his affair with the 
socialite Petronella Wyatt, who had 
to abort his child, and claims he had 

an affair with the journalist Anna 
Fazackerley “on one occasion visiting 
both her and Petronella Wyatt on the 
same night”.

A senior Conservtive party mem-
ber who received the paper last week 
told the newspaper, “This was put to-
gether by May’s team to smear Boris. 
It’s their ‘war book’ on him”.

Downing Street and Conservative 
Campaign Headquarters (CCHQ) 
categorically denied circulating the 
document or ordering any updating 
of the dossier.

“It is genuinely offensive and cat-
egorically untrue that we have done 
anything to update this document. 
The suggestion that this was circu-
lated, updated or briefed in any way 
by CCHQ or No 10 is a lie,” a senior 
aide to Prime Mimister May said.

The latest controversy, which 
comes days before the Conserva-
tive party conference where May is 
expected to go head to head with 
Johnson, came as the former Cabinet 
minister fired a new round in his war 
over Brexit with the British Prime 
Minister when he claimed that her 
Brexit strategy had strapped a “suicide 
vest” around the UK Constitution and 
handed the detonator to Brussels in a 
newspaper column.

“I think there are much better 
ways to articulate your differences,” 

UK home secretary Sajid Javid said in 
reference to the remark.

“It’s a reminder for all of us in 
public policy, whichever party we 
represent, to use measured language 
because I think that’s what the public 
want to see,” he said.

Hardline Brexiteer Johnson, who 
quit as foreign secretary in July in 
protest at May’s Chequers proposals 
for Britain’s future relationship with 
the European Union (EU), was also 
rebuked by housing minister James 
Brokenshire for his latest attack.

“I think he is wrong on this, I think 
the tone that he has used isn’t right. 
I think that we just need to be very 
focused on actually moving forward 
with the Chequers plan,” Brokenshire 
said.

Other senior Tories were more 
vocal, with Alan Duncan, a junior 
Foreign Office minister, tweeting: “For 
Boris to say that the PM’s view is like 
that of a suicide bomber is too much. 
This marks one of the most disgusting 
moments in modern British politics”.

“I’m sorry, but this is the political 
end of Boris Johnson. If it isn’t now, 
I will make sure it is later,” Duncan 
tweeted. 

Another foreign office minister 
Alistair Burt said that the analogy 
was “outrageous, inappropriate and 
hurtful”.

Khokha (Yemen), Sep. 9 
(PTI/AFP): Clashes and air 
strikes have left 84 people 
dead around Yemen’s Red 
Sea port city of Hodeida 
since the collapse of UN-
brokered peace talks, hos-
pital sources said Sunday. 

The sources in Hodeida 
province, controlled by 
Huthi rebels, said 11 sol-
diers and 73 insurgents 
had been killed since the 
talks were abandoned on 
Saturday. Dozens of rebels 
and at least 17 soldiers had 
been wounded.

Attempted peace talks 
between Yemen’s Saudi-
backed government and 
the Huthis, linked to Saudi 
Arabia’s arch-rival Iran, col-
lapsed on Sunday, sparking 
fears of an escalation in the 
Yemen conflict.

The rebels refused to 
leave Yemen for Geneva, 
saying the UN had not met 
their demands -- including 
a plane to transport their 
wounded to nearby Oman 
and a guarantee their dele-
gation would be allowed to 
return to the capital Sanaa.

In 2014, the Huthis 
seized control of a string 
of Red Sea ports and the 
capital, driving the govern-
ment out of Sanaa and the 
president into exile.

Nearly 10,000 people 
have since been killed and 
the country now stands at 
the brink of famine. 

The coalition launched 
a major offensive to retake 
Hodeida, the entry point 
for some 70 percent of Yem-
en’s imports including food 
and aid, in June.

Baghdad, Sep. 9 (IANS): 
The Iraqi Ministry of Health 
has said 15 people have 
been killed and 190 oth-
ers wounded since violent 
protests against worsening 
living conditions broke out 
in Basra several days ago.

“The casualties come 
from both demonstrators 
and security forces,” the 
Health Ministry Spokes-
man Sayf Bader said in a 
statement on Saturday, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Bader said that most 
of the wounded have re-
ceived treatment and left 
the hospitals of Basra prov-
ince.

During the week, hun-
dreds of angry demonstra-
tors burned the provincial 
government buildings, the 
offices of leading political 
parties and the headquar-
ters of some Shiite militias 
in protest of wide-spread 
corruption, poor public 
services, unemployment 
and water contamination 

in the province.
The International Com-

mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) called for restraint 
over the deterioration of 
the security situation in 
Basra.

“The deaths of civilians 
and the growing number 
of casualties at the ongoing 
demonstrations is particu-
larly worrying, as is the use 
of firearms for restoring 
public order,” ICRC state-
ment said.

Basra, the province’s 

capital city which bears the 
same name, has long wit-
nessed complaints among 
its over 2 million residents 
about the collapsing infra-
structure, power cuts and 
corruption.

The protesters also ac-
cused the influential politi-
cal parties of being behind 
the wide-spread corrup-
tion, which led to high un-
employment and failure in 
rehabilitation of the coun-
try’s electricity, water and 
other basic services. 

Los Angeles, Sep. 9 (IANS): Gover-
nor of US state of California, Jerry 
Brown has signed bills to block 
the Trump administration from 
expanding offshore oil drilling 
along the western US state’s coast.

According to a statement from 
office of the governor on Saturday, 
Brown also announced the state’s 
opposition to the federal govern-
ment’s plan to expand oil drilling 
on public lands in California, Xin-
hua news agency reported. 

“Today, California’s message 
to the Trump administration is 
simple: Not here, not now,” said 
Governor Brown in the statement, 
adding that California will not let 
the federal government pillage 
public lands and destroy Califor-

nia’s treasured coast.
This action comes days before 

grassroots activists, mayors, gov-
ernors, heads of industry and in-
ternational leaders convene in San 
Francisco for the express purpose 
of mobilizing climate action at the 
Global Climate Action Summit. 

Bills signed by Brown block 
Donald Trump administration’s 
plan to expand offshore oil drilling 
by prohibiting new leases for new 
construction of oil and gas-related 
infrastructure, such as pipelines, 
within state waters if the federal 
government authorizes any new 
offshore oil leases. 

The bills also require new pub-
lic notices and processes for lease 
renewals, extension amendments 

or modifications to authorize new 
construction of oil and gas-related 
infrastructure associated with new 
federal leases. There has been no 
federal expansion of oil and gas 
drilling along California’s coastline 
for more than 30 years. 

President Donald Trump’s 
move for the largest expansion 
of offshore oil and gas drilling in 
US continental waters in decades 
is met with resistance by coastal 
states officials. 

The 2019-2024 Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Draft Proposed Plan, 
unveiled by US Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke, is scheduled to lease 
sales along the country’s coast, 
and will vastly expand offshore oil 
drilling from coast to coast. 

San Francisco, Sep. 9 (IANS): 
Thousands of people took to 
the streets of San Francisco to 
demand “real leadership” in the 
fight against climate change, four 
days ahead of the Global Climate 
Action Summit taking place in 
the city.

The “Rise for Climate, Jobs 
and Justice” march on Saturday 
was part of a global day of action 
that includes demonstrations in 
dozens of cities throughout the 
world, reports Efe news.

“We need real leadership in 
the fight against climate change 
and the current administration 
in Washington is failing. That is 
why people are out on the street,” 
Analisa Freitas, campaign man-

ager for one of the groups that 
organised the march, told Efe.

“Everybody is marching: en-
vironmental groups, unions, 
women’s organisations, Latino 
organisations. This march is ab-
solutely intersectional because 
climate change is a threat to ab-
solutely everyone,” Freitas, who 
is part of the Peoples Climate 
Movement, said.

The march was organised to 
take place ahead of the Septem-
ber 12-14 Global Climate Action 
Summit in San Francisco, in 
which political, social and busi-
ness leaders from around the 
world will meet to discuss inter-
national commitments to fight 
climate change.

Pyongyang, Sep. 9 (PTI/
AP): North Korea staged a 
huge military parade on 
Sunday to mark its 70th 
anniversary as a nation 
but held back its most ad-
vanced missiles and devot-
ed nearly half of the parade 
to civilian efforts to build 
the domestic economy. 

The strong emphasis on 
the economy underscores 
leader Kim Jong Un’s new 
strategy of putting eco-
nomic development front 
and center.

K i m  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
morning parade but did 
not address the assembled 
crowd, which included the 
head of the Chinese parlia-
ment and high-level del-
egations from countries 
that have friendly ties with 
the North.

Senior statesman Kim 
Yong Nam, the head of 
North Korea’s parliament, 
set the relatively softer tone 
for the event with an open-
ing speech that empha-
sised the economic goals of 
the regime, not its nuclear 
might.

After a truncated pa-
rade featuring tanks, fewer 
than the usual number 
of missiles and lots of 
goose-stepping units 
from all branches of the 
military, along with some 
students and others, the 
focus switched to civilian 
groups, ranging from nurs-
es to construction workers, 
many with colourful floats 
beside them.

Although North Korea 
stages military parades al-
most every year, and held 
one just before the Olym-
pics began in South Ko-
rea in February this year, 
Sunday’s parade came at a 
particularly sensitive time.

Kim’s effort to ease 
tensions with President 
Donald Trump have stalled 
since their June summit in 
Singapore. Both sides are 
now insisting on a different 
starting point.

Washington wants Kim 
to commit to denuclearisa-
tion first, but Pyongyang 
wants its security guaran-
teed and a peace agree-
ment formally ending the 

Korean War.
With tensions once 

again on the rise, a parade 
featuring the very missiles 
that so unnerved Trump 
last year, and led to a dan-
gerous volley of insults 
from both leaders, could be 

seen as a deliberate provo-
cation.

The North displayed 
its latest missilery in the 
February parade, however, 
and Washington hardly 
batted an eye.

Soon after the Sun-

day celebrations end, Kim 
will once again meet in 
Pyongyang with South Ko-
rean President Moon Jae-in 
to discuss ways to break the 
impasse over his nuclear 
weapons.

T h e  “n e w  l i n e”  o f 

putting economic devel-
opment first has been Kim’s 
top priority this year. 

He claims to have per-
fected his nuclear arsenal 
enough to deter US ag-
gression and devote his 
resources to raising the 
nation’s standard of living.

This year’s celebrations 
also mark the revival of 
North Korea’s iconic mass 
games after a five-year hia-
tus.

The mass games in-
volve tens of thousands of 
people holding up plac-
ards or dancing in precise 
unison and are intended 
to be a display of national 
unity. 

This year’s spectacle 
tickets start at just over 
USD 100 and go up to more 
than USD 800 per seat also 
has a strong economic 
theme. 

The economy was also 
a big part of a concert held 
on the eve of the anniver-
sary for foreign dignitaries 
and a large foreign media 
contingent allowed in for 
the events.

Arif Alvi sworn in as 
Pakistan’s new president

Boris Johnson under fire over 
personal life, latest Brexit jibe

84 dead in fighting in Yemen’s 
Hodeida after talks fail

15 killed, 190 wounded in protests in Iraq’s Basra

California governor signs bills to block 
Trump administration’s drilling expansion

Thousands march ahead of 
climate summit in San Francisco

N Korea stages huge parade, holds back on advanced missiles

AP/PTI

Arif Alvi

AP/PTI

North Korean soldiers march with a float showing late North Korean leader Kim Il Sung during a parade 
for the 70th anniversary of North Korea’s founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2018. 
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Legendary actor Dilip Kumar, who was admitted to a hospital here due to chest infection, has 
shown “lots of improvement” and is currently doing fine. The actor was diagnosed with mild 
pneumonia, his wife Saira Banu said Thursday. The 95-year-old actor was admitted to Lilavati 
hospital in suburban Bandra on Wednesday.  “He is in ICU but is fine now. There has been a lot of 
improvement in his health. Doctors are doing the check up and the treatment is on too. He is nor-
mal and we are very much happy with the progress,” Ajay Kumar Pande, Vice President of Lilavati 
Hospital told PTI. Dilip Kumar’s nephew Faisal Farooqui had first shared the news about the actor’s 
ill health on his official Twitter account. “Saab has been admitted to Mumbai’s Lilavati Hospital as 
he was bit uneasy due to a chest infection. He’s recuperating. Requesting your duas and prayers,” 
he had written.  Known as the ‘Tragedy King of Bollywood’, Dilip Kumar has given memorable 
performances in films such as “Andaz”, ‘Aan’, ‘Madhumati’, ‘Devdas’ and ‘Mughal-e-Azam’. (PTI)

Dilip Kumar in ICU, doing fine

A
ctress Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan was honoured 
with the inaugural Meryl 
Streep Award for Excel-
lence at the Women in 

Film and Television (WIFT) India 
Awards here.

She was accompanied to the 
event by her daughter Aaradhya 
and mother.

The former beauty queen on 
Sunday took to Instagram to thank 
her fans for their beloved wishes.

She wrote: “A heartfelt thank 
you to all my well-wishers from 
India and all around the world, for 
being my inspiration and strength. 
God bless and all my love.”

She also posted a few pictures 
in which she can be seen holding a 
trophy in her hand and her daugh-
ter and mother beside her.

The “Fanney Khan” actress also 
penned a message for 6-year-old 
Aaradhya.

“You my Aaradhya complete 
me. Divine, blissful and eternal 
love,” Aishwarya captioned the 
photograph of her daughter.

Apart from Aishwarya, filmmak-
er Zoya Akhtar received the Wyler 
Award for Excellence in Direction, 
and “Dhadak” star Janhvi Kapoor 
was also honoured with the WIFT 
Emerald Award.

In photographs from the event, 
Janhvi, daughter of late acting icon 
Sridevi, is seen exchanging pleas-
antries with Aishwarya.

WIFT honours the best female 
talent in Bollywood and Hollywood.

IANS

T
he  Students’ Welfare Society 
(SWS), alumni of Hill View  
Higher Secondary School 
(HVHSS) will be bringing 
the much awaited - the eight 

edition of inter-school beat contest at 
Town Hall in Mokokchung on Sep. 14.

An update from the SWS Alumni- 
HVHSS issued on Sep. 9 stated that the 
yearly annual event has been gaining 
popularity among the young aspirant 
musicians as the perfect avenue to 
expose their talents and explore better 
opportunity to excel their career in 
music.  

‘Over the years this platform has 
produced musicians and bands who 
have rose to become top musicians in 
state,’ the update mentioned.

The organisers are said to have 
prepared the stage for the budding 
artists who can climb the ladder to 
become the top notched band crew in 
the district.

The release further stated that 
the competition is said to be much 

tougher this season as the competing 
bands representing their respective 
schools are said to be performing two 
songs each- a self-composed song and 
a common song selected by the top 
musicians in the district.

This year’s winners are said to 
receive a total sum of INR 37000 plus 
running trophy.  

The organisers are said to have 
arranged top brands like Clarion, Mad 
Hatter and Class of Music as guest 
bands to perform during the clash of 
school bands. 

The popular dance crew in the 
town- Pop Corn is also said to perform 
during the mega event. 

The grand event is said to be 
graced by Chairman and Managing 
Director Minerals and Mines Temjen-
moa Jamir.

 For any information regard-
ing the beat contest, one is asked to 
contact the event convener- Alila 
(9862393900).

EMN

F
ilmmaker Alfonso 
Cuaron took home 
the Golden Lion for 
“Roma” at the 75th 
Venice Film Festival.

The prize was given to him 
by jury president and friend 

Guillermo del Toro here on 
Saturday.

“Roma” is a semi-auto-
biographical black-

and-white film 
on 

Cuaron’s 
early up-

bring-
ing in 
1970s 
Mexi-

co 

City, seen through the eyes of his 
housekeeper Cleo. While Net-
flix has not yet committed to a 
theatrical release before it hits the 
streamer, this prize will certainly 
put weight behind an Oscar cam-
paign for the film, reports The 
Hollywood Reporter.

Yorgos Lanthimos’ “The 
Favourite”, a period drama about 
the politic and romantic inner 
workings of a royal court, won 
the Grand Jury Prize, while Olivia 
Colman won the Volpi Cup for 
best actress for her role as Queen 
Anne in the film. 

Willem Dafoe won the Volpi 
Cup for best actor for taking on 
the role of tormented artist Vin-
cent van Gogh in Julien Schna-
bel’s non-traditional biopic “At 
Eternity’s Gate”.

Joel and Ethan Coen won 
best screenplay for “The Ballad of 
Buster Scruggs”.

Jennifer Kent’s “The Nightin-
gale”, the only female-directed 

film in competition, took 

home the Special Jury Prize. It 
stars Aisling Franciosi as a young 
Irish convict who hunts the man 
who wronged her with the help 
of an aboriginal tracker played by 
Baykali Ganambarr.

“I would also like to say to all 
those women out there wanting 
to make films, please go and do it. 
We need you. The feminine force 
is the most powerful and healing 
force on the planet. I’m confident 
next year and the year after we’ll 
see more and more women in-
habiting this space,” Kent said.

The world’s oldest film fest 
concluded its 75th anniversary 
edition not without controversy, 
according to The Hollywood 
Reporter.

After Cannes had shut out 
Netflix this year, Venice debuted a 
record six titles from the streamer, 
with three in the main com-
petition and one in Horizons. 
Italian exhibitors were less than 
thrilled with the move, and the 
International Confederation of 

Art Cinemas (CICAE) issued a 
strongly worded letter to the fes-
tival to reserve competition slots 
for films that will be exhibited in 
cinemas internationally, rather 
than simultaneously released in 
190 countries. 

But the larger controversy was 
once again festival chief Alberto 
Barbera choosing only one film 
directed by a woman. Barbera 
maintained that quality was his 
only factor in choosing films, but 
the topic came up throughout the 
festival.

Venice film gala chiefs also 
signed a festival charter for gen-
der parity, but did so only after 
making a big show of saying that 
it was barely necessary as they 
already hire a majority of women 
and are open about their submis-
sions and selection panels.

IANS

“
Games Of Thrones” got 
the most honours with 
seven wins out of its 15 
announced categories 
at the first night of the 

Creative Arts Emmy Awards, 
which hit a diversity milestone 
as black actors swept all guest 
categories.

“Westworld” co-creator/
executive producer Jonathan 
Nolan noted the dominance of 
“Game of Thrones” as he picked 
up his trophy for interactive me-
dia within a scripted program.

He expressed his thanks 
to “Game of Thrones” show-
runners D.B. Weiss and David 

Benioff “for wrapping up so the 
rest of us can win some f***ing 
Emmys”, reported variety.com.

“The Assassination of Gianni 
Versace” took four statuettes, 
and “The Crown”, “The Hand-
maid’s Tale” and “The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel” followed with three 
awards each at the gala here on 
Saturday night.

Guest acting honours went 
to Tiffany Haddish for “Saturday 
Night Live”, Ron Cephas Jones 
for “This Is Us”, Samira Wiley for 
“The Handmaid’s Tale” and Katt 
Williams for “Atlanta”.

The award for outstanding 
television movie went to “USS 

Callister”, the first episode of the 
fourth instalment of anthol-
ogy series “Black Mirror”. “USS 
Callister” also won outstanding 
sound editing for limited series, 
movie or special.

Awards were given out in 
53 categories, honoring out-
standing technical and creative 
achievement for scripted pro-
gramming, including comedy, 
drama and limited series, while 
the ceremony on Sunday will 
cover the remaining 26 catego-
ries in animation, documentary, 
reality and variety program-
ming.

IANS

“
The story sort of wrote 
itself,” American singer-
actor Nick Jonas said 
of his romance with 
“Quantico” star Priya-

nka Chopra, opening up for the 
first time about how they met 
and what led to their engage-
ment.

The former Jonas Brothers 
band member told the story 
during an episode of “The To-
night Show” with Jimmy Fallon, 
reports eonline.com.

Nick and Priyanka were 
connected through a friend. 
After the initial introduction, 
the two texted each other but 
didn’t actually meet in-person 
until about six months later. 

In May 2017, they attended 
the Met Gala together. While 
Jonas said the two “had a great 
time”, he also insisted they went 
only as friends.

“Our lives were kind of tak-
ing us in different places,” Nick, 
25, told Fallon.

It was only in the sub-
sequent few weeks that the 
couple spent a lot of quality 
time together and started to 
spark romance rumours. While 
people around them started 
questioning what was cooking, 
Nick maintained then that their 
relationship was just platonic.

“People thought we were 
being coy, and so did we until 
we cut to now (and) we’re en-
gaged,” he said, adding: “So, the 
story sort of wrote itself.”

Nick said it wasn’t until 
about five months ago that the 
two decided to give a romantic 
relationship a try.

“It was kind of immediate, 
and I think we just knew it was 
right and jumped right in,” he 
said. “And we’re very happy.”

Nick and Priyanka, who 
got engaged in July, formalised 
their relationship with a tradi-
tional Indian ‘roka’ ceremony in 
Mumbai, India, last month.

IANS

A
fter essaying the 
role of politician 
Gary Hart in 
Jason Reitman’s 
political drama 

“The Front Runner”, actor 
Hugh Jackman says he has 
no interest in joining poli-
tics in future.

“Looking into that 
world, it makes me want to 
run away further,” the “X-
Men” star told media while 
promoting Reitman’s film 
at the Toronto International 

Film Festival, reports hol-
lywoodreporter.com.

The movie is about 
Hart’s 1988 presidential 
campaign, which was 
scuttled by reports of the 
candidate’s sexual mis-
conduct and extra-marital 
dalliance with Donna Rice. 
Jackman observed that after 
former President Richard 
Nixon’s Watergate scandal, 
every journalist and voter 
assumes politicians have 
flaws that need exposing.

He said: “Thank God as 
an actor we don’t have that 
standard, because there 
wouldn’t be many actors 
left.” The “Front Run-
ner” is adapted from Matt 
Bai’s book about the Hart 
campaign, “All the Truth Is 
Out: The Week Politics Went 
Tabloid”. 

To get into the role of 
Hart, Jackman had re-
searched a lot and met with 
the politician several times.

IANS

Aishwarya receives 
Meryl Streep Award with 
mother and daughter 

Mkg. to host 8th inter-school 
beat contest on Sep. 14

GoT, black actors shine at Creative Arts Emmy Awards

Nick Jonas reveals love 
story with Chopra

Hugh Jackman has no political aspirations

Alfonso Cuaron wins Golden Lion at Venice film fest

I
ndian actress Sushmita Sen 
on Sunday mourned the 
death of Chelsi Smith, who 
was her successor as Miss 
Universe in 1995.

Smith died on Saturday due 
to liver cancer at the age of 43.

Sushmita tweeted: “I loved 
her smile and that generous 
spirit. Rest in peace my beauti-
ful friend, Chelsi Smith. Miss Uni-
verse 1995.”

Along with the post, Sush-
mita posted a photograph which 
captures the moment the Indian 
beauty had passed her crown to 
Smith.

Smith was also Miss Galve-
ston County in 1994, and had 
featured in various shows and 
films.

IANS
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New York, Sep. 8 (IANS): Researchers have developed a 
novel blood pressure (BP) application that can give ac-
curate readings using an iPhone, without requiring any 
special equipment. Developed by the Michigan State Uni-
versity researchers, the new “iPhone X” app measures BP 
via the ‘oscillometric finger pressing method’, or ‘peek and 
pop’ that enables users looking to open functions and apps 
with a simple push of their finger. The user presses her 
fingertip on both the front camera and screen to increase 
the external pressure of the underlying artery, while the ap-
plication measures the resulting variable-amplitude blood 
volume oscillations via the camera and applied pressure 
via the strain gauge array under the screen. 

The application, featured in the journal Scientific 
Reports, also visually guides the fingertip placement and 
actuation and then computes BP from the measurements 
just like many automatic cuff devices.  When tested, along 
with a finger cuff device, against a standard cuff device, 
the app yield indicated that cuff-less and calibration-free 
BP monitoring may be feasible with many existing and 
forthcoming smartphones, the researchers said.

“By leveraging optical and force sensors already in 
smartphones for taking ‘selfies’ and employing ‘peek and 
pop’, we’ve invented a practical tool to keep tabs on blood 
pressure,” said lead author Ramakrishna Mukkamala, 
Professor at MSU.  “Such ubiquitous blood pressure moni-
toring may improve hypertension awareness and control 
rates, and thereby help reduce the incidence of cardiovas-
cular disease and mortality,” he added. If things keep mov-
ing along at the current pace, an app could be available in 
late 2019, Mukkamala said.However, the app still needs to 
be validated in a standard regulatory test. 

“But because no additional hardware is needed, we be-
lieve that the app could reach the society faster,” he noted.

While high blood pressure is treatable with lifestyle 
changes and medication, only around 20 per cent of 
people with hypertension have their condition under 
control. This invention gives patients a convenient option 
and keeping a log of daily measurements would produce 
an accurate average.

How ancient farmers profoundly 
changed Earth’s climate

NASA’s Curiosity rover captures panoramic view of Mars

‘Predatory bacteria’ may help combat antibiotic resistance

How countries can curb 
antibiotic resistance

This iPhone app claims 
to accurately monitor BP

Mindfulness can aid in treating chronic pain — Study

Google’s new tool can help you make our planet healthy

Chinese researchers identify potential new antibiotic

From hypertension to cancers; alarm bells ringing in India’s tribal belts

New York, Sep. 9 (IANS): 
Ancient farming practices 
led to a rise in the atmo-
spheric emission of the 
heat-trapping gases car-
bon dioxide and methane 
-- a rise that has continued 
since and has profoundly 
changed Earth’s climate, a 
study has claimed.

The findings, led by re-
searchers from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, 
showed that ancient farm-
ers cleared land to plant 
wheat and maize, potatoes 
and squash, flooded fields 
to grow rice and raised live-
stock, but unknowingly, 
altered the climate of the 
Earth.

Without this human 
influence, by the start of 
the Industrial Revolution, 

the planet would have likely 
been headed for another ice 
age, the researchers said.

“Had it not been for 
early agriculture, Earth’s 
climate would be signifi-
cantly cooler today,” said 
lead author Stephen Vavrus, 
from the varsity. 

“The ancient roots of 
farming produced enough 
carbon dioxide and meth-
ane to influence the envi-
ronment,” he added.

The study, published 
in the journal Scientific 
Reports, is based on a so-
phisticated climate model 
that compared the cur-
rent geologic time period 
-- called as the Holocene -- 
to a similar period 800,000 
years ago. 

The results showed that 

the earlier period, called 
MIS19, was already 2.3 de-
grees Fahrenheit (1.3 de-
grees Celsius) cooler global-
ly than the equivalent time 
in the Holocene, around the 
year 1850. 

This effect would have 
been more pronounced in 
the Arctic, where the model 
shows temperatures were 
9-to-11 degrees Fahrenheit 
colder, the team explained.

Using climate recon-
structions based on ice core 
data, the model also showed 
that while MIS19 and the 
Holocene began with simi-
lar carbon dioxide and 
methane concentrations, 
MIS19 saw an overall steady 
drop in both greenhouse 
gases while the Holocene re-
versed direction 5,000 years 

ago, hitting peak concentra-
tions of both gases by 1850. 

The glaciers have long 
served as Earth’s predomi-
nant source of freshwater.

But, climate scientists 
now agree that the next gla-
ciation period is put on hold 
for the long, foreseeable 
future, “because even if we 
stopped putting carbon di-
oxide into the atmosphere, 
what we have now would 
linger”, said co-author Wil-
liam Ruddiman, paleocli-
matologist at the University 
of Virginia. 

“The phenomenal fact 
is, we have maybe stopped 
the major cycle of Earth’s 
climate and we are stuck 
in a warmer and warmer 
and warmer interglacial,” 
he stated.

Washington, Sep. 9 (PTI): NASA’s 
Curiosity rover has beamed back a 
360-degree panoramic view of the 
Martian landscape, revealing reddish-
brown skies darkened by a fading 
global dust storm that has enshroud-
ed the red planet for weeks.

The panorama, captured from 
Curiosity’s current location on Vera 
Rubin Ridge, also includes a rare view 
by the Mast Camera of the rover itself, 
revealing a thin layer of dust on its 
deck.

The rover surveyed its surround-
ings after collecting a new rock sample 
on August 9. Its last two drill attempts 
were thwarted by unexpectedly hard 
rocks, NASA said in a statement.

Curiosity started using a new 
drill method earlier this year to work 
around a mechanical problem.

Testing has shown it to be as effec-
tive at drilling rocks as the old method, 
suggesting the hard rocks would have 
posed a problem no matter which 
method was used.

There’s no way for Curiosity to 
determine exactly how hard a rock will 
be before drilling it, so for this most 
recent drilling activity, the rover team 

made an educated guess.
An extensive ledge on the ridge 

was thought to include harder rock, 
able to stand despite wind erosion; 
a spot below the ledge was thought 
more likely to have softer, erodible 
rocks.

That strategy seems to have 
panned out, but questions still 
abound as to why Vera Rubin Ridge 
exists in the first place.

The rover has never encountered 
a place with so much variation in co-
lour and texture, according to Ashwin 
Vasavada, Curiosity’s project scientist 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in the US.

“The ridge isn’t this monolithic 
thing -- it has two distinct sections, 
each of which has a variety of colours,” 
Vasavada said.

“Some are visible to the eye and 
even more show up when we look in 
near-infrared, just beyond what our 
eyes can see. Some seem related to 
how hard the rocks are,” he said.

The best way to discover why 
these rocks are so hard is to drill them 
into a powder for the rover’s two inter-
nal laboratories.

Analysing them might reveal 
what’s acting as “cement” in the ridge, 
enabling it to stand despite wind ero-
sion.

Most likely, Vasavada said, ground-
water flowing through the ridge in the 
ancient past had a role in strengthen-
ing it, perhaps acting as plumbing 
to distribute this wind-proofing “ce-
ment.”

Two more drilled samples are 
planned for the ridge in September. 
After that, Curiosity will drive to its 
scientific end zone: areas enriched in 
clay and sulfate minerals higher up 
Mount Sharp.

New York, Sep. 8 (IANS): Ever won-
dered why some people seem to feel 
less pain than others? The answer 
could lie in mindfulness, which could 
be targeted in the development of ef-
fective pain therapies, researchers say.

The findings showed that people 
with higher dispositional mindfulness 
during painful experience showed 
greater deactivation in a brain region 
called the posterior cingulate cortex 
-- a central neural node of the default 
mode network. 

They also experienced less pain. 
Conversely, those with lower 

mindfulness ratings had greater acti-
vation of this part of the brain and also 
felt more pain.

“Mindfulness is related to being 
aware of the present moment without 
too much emotional reaction or judg-

ment,” said lead author Fadel Zeidan, 
Assistant Professor at the Wake For-
est Baptist Medical Centre in North 
Carolina, US. 

“We now know that some people 
are more mindful than others, and 
those people seemingly feel less pain,” 
Zeidan added.

For the study, published in the 
journal PAIN, the team analysed 
nearly 100 healthy volunteers to de-
termine if dispositional mindfulness, 
an individual’s innate or natural level 
of mindfulness, was associated with 
lower pain sensitivity and to iden-
tify what brain mechanisms were 
involved.

Then, while undergoing func-
tional magnetic resonance imaging, 
they were administered painful heat 
stimulation (120°F).

The default mode network ex-
tends from the posterior cingulate 
cortex to the medial prefrontal cortex 
of the brain.

These two brain regions con-
tinuously feed information back and 
forth. This network is associated with 
processing feelings of self and mind 
wandering, Zeidan said.

“Importantly this work shows 
that we should consider one’s level of 
mindfulness when calculating why 
and how one feels less or more pain. 

“Based on our earlier research, 
we know we can increase mindful-
ness through relatively short periods 
of mindfulness meditation training, 
so this may prove to be an effective 
way to provide pain relief for the mil-
lions of people suffering from chronic 
pain,” Zeidan noted. 

San Francisco, Sep. 8 
(IANS): Google has teamed 
up with the California 
Academy of Sciences to 
launch an interactive new 
tool that will help reduce 
environmental footprint 
by informing the amount 
of water your shower uses, 
or the impact of throwing 
away food or turning down 
the water heater by a few 
degrees.

The tool called Your 
Plan, Your Planet, is an in-
teractive way to understand 
your environmental impact 
and learn simple, science-

based ways to improve it.
“We all want a healthy 

planet. The small choic-
es we make each day can 
h e l p  u s get there. 
L e a r n simple 
t i p s 
f r o m 
Google 
and the 
California Academy of Sci-
ences to leave the earth in 
better shape,” Google said 
in a blog post late on Friday.

“Our greatest impact on 
the planet comes from just 
three things: our food, wa-
ter, and energy usage. And 

if we each made a few small 
changes, we could all make 
a big difference,” wrote Jill 
Puente, Planet Earth Ad-
vocate, in the blog post.

Food production 
a c -
counts 
f o r 
m o r e 

than two-thirds 
of the world’s water use, 
and over a quarter of car-
bon dioxide emissions. 

Your Plan, Your Planet, 
shows the water and car-
bon impact of what people 
eat and gives them smart 

ways to store it so that less 
food ends up in the trash.

The tool also suggests 
simple changes-like install-
ing a low-flow showerhead 
and fixing common house-
hold leaks-that can help 
you be more water smart.

Much of the energy we 
use comes from burning 
natural resources, which in 
turn releases CO2 into the 
air. But easy tweaks, like 
washing laundry on cold 
and adjusting the thermo-
stat just a few degrees, can 
reduce the impact in a big 
way, Puente noted.

New Delhi, Sep. 9 (IANS): 
The proliferation of dis-
ease-causing antibiotic 
resistant organisms is cor-
related with many social 
and environmental factors 
such as poor sanitation, un-
safe water and higher cor-
ruption, a study published 
in the Lancet Planetary 
Health, has showed.

The study, led by re-
searchers from the Centre 
for Disease Dynamics, Eco-
nomics and Policy (CD-
DEP), here, showed that 
better infrastructure and 
better governance were 
significantly associated 
with lower measures of an-
timicrobial resistance. 

Good governance in-
cludes lower corruption, 
political stability, rule of 
law, and absence of vio-
lence; while infrastructure 
measures include sanita-
tion, safe water, internet 
accessibility, urbanisation, 
and access to electricity. 

Although the use of 
antibiotics is commonly 
known to drive the emer-
gence and maintenance of 
antimicrobial resistance, 
the team found that anti-
biotic consumption was 
not significantly associated 
with higher antimicrobial 
resistance. 

Reducing antibiotic 

consumption is insuffi-
cient to control antimi-
crobial resistance because 
contagion--the spread of 
resistant strains--seems to 
be the dominant factor, the 
researchers said.

“While reducing antibi-
otic consumption is impor-
tant, we have to remember 
that resistance genes are al-
ready widely disseminated 
in the environment,” said 
Ramanan Laxminarayan 
from the Centre.

“Preventing transmis-
sion of resistant pathogens 
through investments in 
improved water and sanita-
tion, and primary health-
care are central to our abil-
ity to tackle antimicrobial 
resistance.”

The study, based on 
economic and public 
health data from 73 coun-
tries, found that countries 
with higher corruption and 
less spending on public 
health infrastructure have 
higher rates of antibiotic 
resistance

“There are not magic 
bullets here,” Laxmina-
rayan said. “Any new anti-
biotic will run into the same 
challenges as existing ones 
and resistance will emerge 
rapidly unless we take the 
problems of improving the 
health system head on.”

London, Sep. 9 (IANS): A fungal compound 
has been identified by a team of Chinese 
researchers as a promising antibiotic can-
didate, as they presented an approach that 
can efficiently obtain it the lab, said a study 
recently published in the journal Nature 
Communication.

Health organisations across the world 
are trying to reduce the use of antibiot-
ics. Because the overuse of antibiotics in 
recent years means they’re becoming less 
effective and has led to the emergence of 
“superbugs” -- strains of bacteria that have 
developed resistance to many different 
types of antibiotics, Xinhua news agency 
reported.  Meanwhile researchers are work-
ing hard to find new antibiotics.

A team, led by researchers at China’s 
Chongqing University, has developed a 
technique to synthesize albomycins, a 

group of fungal compounds that have 
previously shown antimicrobial properties. 
The authors were able to obtain the sub-
stances in large enough amounts to allow 
them to test their antibiotic activity.

One substance performed well in a test 
against a variety of bacterial strains. No-
tably, it outperformed several established 
antibiotics.

“The method we use can efficiently 
and conveniently synthesize albomycins 
substances, and initial animal lab test has 
demonstrated that these substances are 
safe, but we will continue our research on 
its safety,” said Yun He, Lead Author of the 
study.

Further tests are needed to see whether 
the substance is safe and effective to use as 
a drug against bacterial infections, accord-
ing to the team.

New York, Sep. 9 (IANS): In 
a bid to fight back against 
antibiotic-resistant bac-
teria, researchers are now 
developing germ-eating 
microbes that will attack all 
sorts of nasties, including 
bacterial lung infections, 
plague and deadly germs 
that have developed resis-
tance to antibiotics.

It might seem strange to 
think of microbe-eating mi-
crobes, but “actually they’re 
found in almost every eco-
system on Earth”, Brad 
Ringeisen, deputy director 
of the Biological Technolo-
gies Office at the Defence 

Advanced Research Proj-
ects Agency (DARPA), was 
quoted as saying by the 
npr.org.

In the study, the team 
focused on an organism 
called Bdellovibrio -- a bac-
terium that swims around 
with the aid of a corkscrew 
tail and attacks common 
germs six times its size.

Bdellovibrio actually 
bores into larger bacteria 
and eats them from the 
inside out.

First, it uses its flagel-
lum, which is stiff and ro-
tates, to swim up to prey. 
Then it latches on, using 

tiny appendages “which 
are little grappling hooks 
on the surface”, explained 
Liz Sockett, professor at the 
Nottingham University in 
the UK. 

It’s a bit like a climber 
attaching to a rock, she 
noted.

“Bdellovibrio ended up 
preying upon 145 of the 
168 human pathogens we 
tested, which is pretty re-
markable,” Ringeisen said. 

Further, the team fished 
out few survivors, let them 
multiply, and then let the 
Bdellovibrio attack them 
again. If resistance were to 

develop, this is exactly the 
scenario where it would 
appear. 

The team “did this 50 
times over a long period”, 
Sockett said, adding “and 
never got any direct mu-
tants that were resistant”.

While, the predators do 
not entirely wipe out the 
disease-causing bacteria, 
as antibiotics might, the 
unnaturally large doses of 
Bdellovibrio can reduce 
bacterial populations by 
a lot, the researchers said, 
adding that studies have 
suggested it is safe on hu-
mans. 

However, these preda-
tory bacteria cannot re-
place antibiotics, Sockett 
said, adding that if doctors 
gave a big dose of this bac-
teria to people, the patients 
would develop an immune 
response to it that would 
hobble future treatment 
attempts.

Still, the approach could 
be useful if given as a one-
off preventive in advance 
of an anticipated germ war-
fare attack, or it could also 
work in a patient who has 
an infection that simply 
doesn’t respond to antibiot-
ics, the researchers said.

New Delhi, Sep. 7 (India Science 
Wire): Diabetes, hypertension, 
heart disease and cancers are 
often dubbed lifestyle diseases 
and seen largely as problems of 
city folks. A new investigation 
into tribal health has revealed 
that such non-communicable 
diseases now constitute ma-
jor health burden across tribal 
communities as well. In addi-
tion, these communities are 
reporting mental illness too.

This means tribal people or 
scheduled tribes – who consti-
tute 8.6 percent of India’s total 
population – are actually facing 
triple burden of diseases – com-
municable diseases (malaria, 
tuberculosis, leprosy etc.), non-
communicable diseases (diabe-
tes, cardiovascular and cancers) 
and mental health problems 
like stress, substance abuse 
and so on. Other indicators 
like maternal and child health, 
malnutrition and stunting have 
improved but are still a major 
health burden.

This scenario has emerged 

in the report of an expert group 
set up by the ministries of health 
and tribal affairs in 2013. The 
group, headed by Magsaysay 
awardee and rural health expert 
Dr Abhay Bang, recently sub-
mitted its report to the govern-
ment.

The report, said to be the 
first such comprehensive ef-
fort since the independence, 
notes that availability of data 
about tribal health is patchy. So 
it relied on data from National 
Family Health Survey, National 
Sample Survey Organisation, 
studies done by civil society, and 
a study by the National Institute 
of Research in Tribal Health 
(NIRTH) done at the commit-
tee’s behest.

Among communicable dis-
eases, malaria continues to be 
a major health burden in tribal 
areas. Though tribal commu-
nities are just 8 percent of the 
population, they account for 30 
percent of all malaria cases and 
60 percent of p falciparum cases 
and 50 percent of total malaria 

mortality.
“The goal of malaria elimi-

nation by 2030 can’t be met 
unless tribal health is prioritized 
as majority of malaria cases and 
fatalities are from tribal areas,” 
the report notes.  

“Historically it has been 
believed that tribal popula-
tions do not suffer from non-
communicable diseases like 
cancer, diabetes, hypertension 
and cardiovascular ailments, 
primarily due to their proximity 
to nature, healthy food habits 
and lack of stress.

However, there is evidence 
of early epidemiologic transi-
tion in tribal areas and associ-
ated increase in the incidence of 
non-communicable diseases,” 
the report said.

The prevalence of cardiovas-
cular diseases in tribal people 
is almost same as non-tribal 
people in seven out of ten states 
with significant tribal popula-
tion, and higher than the gen-
eral population in Maharashtra 
and Andaman and Nicobar 

islands, according to data col-
lected under the District Level 
Household Survey (DLHS-4). A 
survey by the National Nutrition 
Monitoring Bureau (NNMB) in 
2009 had found that one out of 
every four tribal adults suffered 
from hypertension, which is at 
par with the national prevalence 
rate.

A survey by NIRTH in Mad-
hya Pradesh revealed that prev-
alence of hypertension among 
Baiga tribe was 10.5 percent in 
Mandla, 20.2 percent in Dindori 
and 11.2 percent in Balaghat. It 
was 21.5 percent in Bharia tribe 
of Patalkot valley in Chindwara 
district. 

“Given the high prevalence 
of hypertension, stroke rates 
also will be higher. Although 
not mentioned in the report 
I speculate that these will be 
largely hemorrhagic stroke with 
catastrophic outcomes,” noted 
Dr D Prabhakaran, Director, 
Centre for Chronic Disease 
Control. “The prediabetes men-
tioned is lower because of the 

higher non-standard diagnostic 
threshold. If we use the stan-
dard threshold of less than 126 
mg/dl it will be even higher. 
There is no correlation of obe-
sity and diabetes and it is true 
for all Indians. Given the level 
of undernutrition and its link to 
metabolic disorders as adults we 
can expect diabetes to become a 
major problem among tribals,” 
he told India Science Wire. 

Mental stress is also vis-
ible among tribal communities. 
One of the reasons for this is the 
fact that most of them live in 
conflict zones. Forty of the 106 
districts affected by left-wing 
extremism have more than 25 
percent tribal population each. 
Many insurgent groups operate 
in the Northeast primarily in-
habited by tribal communities. 
“Displacement and migration 
due to environmental disasters, 
mining, land acquisition and 
loss of livelihood are also taking 
a toll on mental health of tribal 
people,” the report has pointed 
out. 

While the disease burden 
among tribal populations is 
high, health infrastructure in 
tribal areas is inadequate. This, 
the panel says, is worrying be-
cause scheduled tribe popula-
tions heavily rely on public 
health system despite barriers 
of access. Tribals are now seek-
ing more of modern health care, 
and the influence of traditional 
healers is on a decline. There-
fore, it is necessary to strengthen 
the public health system in 
these areas. 

At the same, the traditional 
healing practices should be 
studied to distinguish between 
harmful and beneficial prac-
tices. The committee has rec-
ommended that tribal medical 
system should be integrated 
with modern system to pro-
vide the best possible care to 
tribal communities. A compen-
dium of tribal herbal medicines 
should be prepared with rigor-
ous testing, and help from CSIR 
and DBT. 

An analysis done by the Na-

tional Health Systems Resource 
Centre showed that Jharkhand 
has the highest percentage 
shortfall of tribal Primary Health 
Centres (PHCs), followed by 
Madhya Pradesh (53%), Rajast-
han (52%), Jammu and Kashmir 
(31%) and Maharashtra ( 30%). 
The shortfall of tribal Commu-
nity Health Centres (CHCs) in 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan is 40% and above. 
In ten major states with tribal 
populations, the overall deficit 
of 20% sub-centres, 30% PHCs 
and 22% CHCs.  

The situation is no good 
when it comes to manpower. 
In 2017, there was 82% short-
fall in specialist doctors, 33 % 
of lab technicians and 28% of 
staff nurses in tribal areas. The 
panel has observed that there is 
powerful evidence that health 
worker ASHA is “a very appro-
priate, feasible and effective 
way” of bridging the health gap 
in tribal areas but there was lack 
of appreciation about it in State 
Health Missions.
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Naomi Osaka wins US Open after 
Serena 'umpire thief' meltdown

My family received death threats 
after Salah incident — Ramos

Anderson fined by ICC for showing dissent

Harry Maguire signs new 
5-year Leicester deal

Dovizioso wins San Marino MotoGP, Marquez maintains overall lead

Spain start Enrique reign with win over England

New York, Sep. 9 (PTI/AFP): 
Naomi Osaka became the 
first Japanese to win a 
Grand Slam singles title on 
Saturday as her idol Serena 
Williams angrily imploded, 
calling the chair umpire in 
the US Open final "a thief".

Osaka, 20, triumphed 
6-2,  6-4 in the match 
marred by Williams's sec-
ond set outburst, the Amer-
ican enraged by umpire 
Carlos Ramos's warning 
for receiving coaching from 
her box.

When a second code 
violation for racquet abuse 
was handed out to her -- 
along with a point penalty 
-- Williams exploded.

She tearfully accused 
him of being a "thief" and 
angrily demanded an apol-
ogy from the official.

"You're attacking my 
character," she said. 

"You will never, ever be 
on another court of mine. 
You are the liar," she fumed 
and Ramos handed her a 
game penalty for a third 
violation -- verbal abuse 
-- that put Osaka one game 
from victory at 5-3 in the 
second set.

Williams won the next 
game, and continued her 
tearful remonstrations with 
a supervisor on the change-
over.

But Osaka -- who dis-
played not only a stellar 
game but remarkable poise 
throughout -- held serve to 
seal a historic win for her 
country.

"It doesn't really feel 
that real right now. Maybe 
in a few days I'll realize 
what I've done," said Osa-
ka, adding that the noise 
was so great in Arthur Ashe 
Stadium and her focus so 
single-minded that she 
wasn't fully aware of the 
escalating controversy.

"When I turned around 
it was 5-3 so I was a little 

AP/PTI

Naomi Osaka, of Japan, holds the trophy after defeating Serena Williams in the women's final of the U.S. Open 
tennis tournament in New York on Sat. Sep. 8.

From left, Spain's Marco Asensio, Saul Niguez, Nacho and Dani Carvajal applaud the fans at the end of the UEFA 
nations League match at the Wembley stadium in London on Sep. 8.

Andrea Dovizioso celebrates with the trophy after winning the San Marino MotoGP on Sunday.

bit confused then," she 
said of the game suddenly 
awarded to her.

"I felt like I had to focus. 
She's such a great champi-
on so I know she can come 
back from any point." 

Williams, seeking a first 
Grand Slam title since the 
birth of her daughter Olym-
pia on September 1 2017, 
was denied a 24th Grand 
Slam title that would have 
matched Margaret Court's 
all-time record.

As the pro-Williams 
crowed booed the trophy 
ceremony announcer, 
Osaka was tearing up her-
self, but Williams urged 
the spectators to show the 
young champion respect.

"She played well," Wil-
liams said, pausing to com-
pose herself.

"This is her first Grand 
Slam. Let's make this the 

best moment we can." 
When it was Osaka's turn 
she seemed at a loss, apolo-
gizing to the crowd.

"It  was  a lways  my 
dream to play Serena in 
the US Open finals," she 
added, turning to Williams 
herself.

"I'm really grateful I was 
able to play with you, thank 
you." 

Williams's outburst 
overshadowed an out-
standing performance 
from Osaka, who made her 
second career title a Grand 
Slam after winning her first 
at Indian Wells in March.

A match with history at 
stake for both players got 
off to a tense start and it 
was Williams who blinked 
first, double-faulting on 
break point to give Osaka a 
2-1 lead.

After a confident hold 

punctuated by a 106 mph 
ace Osaka broke again 
to lead 4-1, silencing the 
crowd.

They came to life again 
as Williams gained her first 
break chance, which Osa-
ka saved with a 117 mph 
service winner. Williams 
squandered one more 
chance before Osaka sealed 
the hold with another big 
serve.
I don't cheat
It was in the second game 
of the second set that Wil-
liams was warned for re-
ceiving coaching, a charge 
she vigorously denied.

"I don't cheat to win," 
she said. "I'd rather lose." 

Coach Patrick Mourato-
glou admitted in an inter-
view with ESPN that he was 
trying to advise her with 
a hand gesture, although 
Williams was apparently 

London, Sep. 9 (IANS): 
Spain and Real Madrid 
captain Sergio Ramos has 
revealed that his family 
received "death threats" in 
the aftermath of the Cham-
pions League final against 
Liverpool where he fouled 
Liverpool star Mohamed 
Salah.

Ramos, 32, was jeered 
throughout Spain's 2-1 vic-
tory over England at Wem-
bley in a UEFA Nations 
League game.

In  t h e  C h a m p i o n s 
League final, which Real 
won 3-1 in May to claim 
their  third successive 
crown, Salah was forced 
off with a shoulder injury 
midway through the first 
half following a challenge 
by Ramos.

"One tries to evade (the 
boos). In the end you feel 
it, but I stay out of every-
thing. It doesn't affect my 
game," Ramos was quoted 
as saying by ESPNFC on 
Saturday.

"I would have liked an-
other reception because 
people only remember the 
action of the final, and no-
body remembers the death 
threats that my family and 
my children received.

"It is a very sensitive 
issue that people maybe 
take as a joke about and 
(that's why they) whistle 
in a great stadium like this. 
My conscience is very clear. 
I already explained (what 
happened), and I do not 
have to give more explana-

oblivious.
"The star of the show 

has been once again the 
chair umpire," he tweeted.

"Should they be al-
lowed have an influence 
on the result of a match? 

When do we decide that 
this should never happen 
again?" 

Williams was up 2-1 on 
the changeover when she 
spoke again with Ramos 
appearing to smooth things 
over, and she finally found 
a way to break Osaka for a 
3-1 lead.

The tranquility didn't 
last long. When Osaka 
broke back with the aid of 
two double faults and a 
backhand into the net from 
Williams, the American 
smashed her racquet to 
the court.

A second code violation 
came with a point penalty 
to start the next game that 
sent her into orbit.

"I didn't get coaching. I 
haven't cheated in my life. 
I stand for what's right," 
insisted Williams as they 
headed into the sixth game 
-- in which Osaka held at 
love.

After Osaka broke for a 
4-3 lead Williams contin-
ued her verbal assault on 
Ramos, who docked her a 
game for a third violation 
that put Osaka up 5-3.

The scene recalled Wil-
liams's ugly rant at a line 
judge in her US Open semi-
final loss to Kim Clijsters in 
2009 and her verbal attack 
on chair umpire Eva As-
deraki in her 2011 final loss 
to Samantha Stosur.

Williams said she didn't 
know if she would have 
managed to turn things 
around if the dispute with 
Ramos had not occurred.

"It's hard to say because 
I always fight till the end 
and I always try to come 
back, no matter what."

tions."
Ramos has time and 

again denied trying to in-
tentionally hurt Salah.

"You never expect a re-
ception that is not good 
because, as I said the other 
day, if these [English] fans 
have something good, it is 
that they have always been 
with the great players. It 
has not been like that, but 
I am very calm, with my 
conscience very clear in 
that aspect.

"As I said before, I have 
never tried to hurt a col-
league. There are people 
who may have misun-
derstood it, but these are 
football things. It will not 
change anything in my 
game or in me."

Meanwhile, he was ef-
fusive in his praise for Spain 

and Manchester United 
goalkeeper David de Gea 
who made a string of saves 
to keep England and es-
pecially Marcus Rashford 
at bay.

"He is a great goal-
keeper. We have always 
said it," Ramos said. "The 
big games are those that 
mark the great players. Af-
ter a World Cup with many 
doubts, he deserved (a per-
formance such as this).

"He is a great goalkeep-
er, and today he has (had) 
a great game, he has made 
some interventions that 
have marked the result of 
the game. Hopefully it is 
also a beginning, and that 
will help him to gain con-
fidence because he is a 
key player for us," Ramos 
added.

London, Sep. 9 (IANS): Eng-
land fast bowler James An-
derson on Sunday was fined 
15 per cent of his match fee 
for breaching Level 1 of the 
ICC Code of Conduct dur-
ing the second day of the 
fifth Test against India here 
at the Oval.

Anderson was found to 
have breached Article 2.1.5 

of the ICC Code of Conduct 
for Players and Player Sup-
port Personnel, which re-
lates to "showing dissent at 
an umpire's decision during 
an International Match".

In addition to this, one 
demerit point has been 
added to the disciplinary 
record of the fast bowler, 
for whom it was the first 

London, Sep. 9 (AFP): England defender Harry Maguire 
has signed a new five-year contract with Leicester, the club 
announced on Sunday.

The 25-year-old joined Leicester from Hull in 2017 and 
played every minute of their Premier League campaign 
last season before helping England reach the World Cup 
semi-finals.

Maguire, reportedly the subject of interest from Man-
chester United during the recent transfer window, said on 
Leicester's official website: "Ever since I came to this club, 
I've always reiterated how good they've been to me.

"They gave me an opportunity to play in the Premier 
League and built a great platform for me to go and perform 
at the World Cup, so I thank them a lot. I owe them a lot and 
I'm looking forward to the future."

Misano Adriatico (Italy), 
Sep. 9 (IANS): Italian rider 
Andrea Dovizioso (Ducati) 
on Sunday won the Mo-
toGP San Marino Grand Prix 
(GP), while Marc Marquez 
of Spain (Respol Honda) 
finished second, extending 
his significant overall lead in 
the MotoGP championship 
standings.

D ov i z i o s o  c l o c k e d 
a time of 42 minutes and 
5.426 seconds here at the 
Marco Simoncelli circuit, 
2.822 seconds ahead of 
Marc Marquez and 7.269 
seconds ahead of  Cal 
Crutchlow of the United 
Kingdom (LCR Honda Cas-
trol) in third, reports Efe 

news.
With this win, Andrea 

Dovizioso climbed one spot 
in the overall standings and 
is now second with 154 
points, three points ahead 
of his countryman Valenti-
no Rossi (Movistar Yamaha), 
who finished seventh at San 
Marino, while Marquez has 
221 points.

After battling with Marc 
Marquez for the second 
spot on the podium, Spain's 
Jorge Lorenzo (Ducati), who 
started the race from pole 
position, finished 17th after 
crashing with only two laps 
to go, and is now fourth in 
the overall standings with 
130 points.

London, Sep. 9 (Reuters): 
Spain began a new era un-
der Luis Enrique in im-
pressive fashion as they 
came from a goal down 
to outplay England in a 
2-1 win in their Nations 
League opener at Wembley 
Stadium on Saturday.

Eight weeks after their 
memorable World Cup run 
was ended by Croatia in the 
semi-finals, the optimism 
sweeping England looked 
justified as Marcus Rash-
ford scored a superb early 
opener.

But Spain, featuring 
only five of the players that 
started their last-16 World 
Cup penalty shootout de-
feat by Russia, stormed 
b a c k  b e f o re  h a l f t i m e 
through Saul Niguez and 
Rodrigo.

The second half was 
overshadowed by a nasty-
looking head injury sus-
tained by England left back 
Luke Shaw who needed 
lengthy treatment after an 
accidental clash.

Spain threatened to 
stretch their lead but were 
forced to hang on in the 
closing stages as England 

Sergio Ramos

James Anderson 

finished strongly with 
Rashford going close and 
substitute Danny Welbeck 
having a goal dis-
allowed deep 
into stoppage 
time.

England’s 
d e f e a t  w a s 
their first in 
25 competi-
tive fixtures at 
Wembley.

England 
and Spain also f a c e 
World Cup runners-up 
Croatia in League A Group 
4 of the UEFA’s new tour-

nament designed to add 
spice to the international 
calendar.

There was an ex-

pectation in the 81,000 
crowd as the game kicked 
off following the presenta-
tion of the World Cup Gold-
en Boot trophy to Harry 

Kane by England coach 
Gareth Southgate. Eng-
land responded in style and 
scored a goal of stunning 
quality in the 11th minute.

Playing bravely out 
from the back 

ra t h e r  t h a n 
clearing long, 
E n g l a n d 

w o r k e d  t h e 
ball to Kane who 

found the ma-
rauding Shaw on the left 
and his precise pass was 
perfect for Rashford to slot 
past his Manchester United 
team mate David De Gea.

The home fans were 
still buzzing about that 
when Spain levelled two 
minutes later after a flow-
ing move of their own — 
Saul Niguez shooting past 
Jordan Pickford after Thia-
go Alcantara’s cut back.

Spain’s easy-on-the-eye 
style began to pick holes in 
England as the likes of Isco, 
Alcantara and Saul Niguez 
took charge.

England were chasing 
shadows and when Kieran 
Trippier dived in to foul 
Marcos Alonso in the 32nd 
minute, the resulting free 
kick by Alcantara caught 
the home defence napping 
as Rodrigo guided the ball 
home at the near post.

De Gea produced an ac-
robatic save to deny Rash-
ford a second goal shortly 
afterwards but Spain ended 
the half on top.

England were forced 
into a change early on in 
the second half after a 
sickening clash of heads 
left Shaw needing seven 
minutes of treatment by 
a posse of medics before 
being carried off the pitch 
on a stretcher. Danny Rose 

came on to replace him.
The incident silenced 

the crowd and seemed to 
distract the hosts whose 
sloppiness invited Spanish 
pressure.

England weathered the 
storm though and pressed 
late on for an equaliser with 
De Gea forced into several 
good saves.

H e  w a s  f o r t u n a t e 
though when he dropped 
the ball under pressure 
from Welbeck in stoppage 
time and the Arsenal man 
rolled home only to have 
his celebrations cut short.

Southgate said the 
goal should have stood 
but admitted his side had 
struggled to counter Spain’s 
passing game. “We are un-
der no illusion that Spain 
were the better team for 
long periods,” he said.

“But I’m proud of the 
way we finished the game. 
“I’ve seen teams fold in 
similar circumstances.”

England have now lost 
three matches in a row — 
against Croatia, Belgium 
and now Spain — proof 
they are still a work in prog-
ress.

offence since the introduc-
tion of the revised Code in 
September 2016.

The incident happened 
in the 29th over of India's 
innings on Saturday when 
Anderson snatched his cap 
and jumper from umpire 
Kumar Dharmasena and 
then spoke to him in an ag-
gressive manner following 
an unsuccessful LBW re-
view against India skipper 
Virat Kohli.

Anderson admitted the 
offence and accepted the 
sanction proposed by Andy 
Pycroft of the Emirates Elite 
Panel of ICC Match Ref-
erees and, as such, there 
was no need for a formal 
hearing.

The charges were lev-
elled by on-field umpires 
Kumar Dharmasena and 
Joel Wilson, third umpire 
Bruce Oxenford, all from 
the Emirates Elite Panel of 
ICC Umpires, and fourth 
umpire Tim Robinson.

Level 1 breaches carry 
a minimum penalty of an 
official reprimand, a maxi-
mum penalty of 50 per cent 
of a player's match fee, and 
one or two demerit points.

Harry Maguire 


