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Seeks military’s help to nab culprits involved 
in assault on a group of singers and students      

Relief fund 

Tobacco addiction at a young age is very dangerous as it is 
likely to be stronger and harder to quit

ENtErtaiNmENt

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 8: Jonathan 
Rongsen, who represented 
Shivamogga Lions at the 
recently concluded Karna-
taka Premier League, 2018, 
has returned home to pre-
pare for upcoming two ma-
jor cricket tournaments. He 
is in the Nagaland cricket 
team that will play in the 
Vijay Hazare trophy in Gu-
jarat starting September 
19, and the Ranji Trophy 
that will start in November.

Nagaland will be play-
ing the Vijay Hazare tro-
phy and Ranji Trophy, 
the premiere first-class 
cricket tournament, for 
the first time. The Board 
of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) announced 
the debut of the state in 
these tournaments along 
with seven others—Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Pu-
ducherry, Sikkim and Utta-
rakhand—taking the total 
number of teams to 37.

Rongsen told Eastern 

Mirror over the telephone 
that he had landed in Di-
mapur and the training 
had begun. 

“Right now I’m in Di-
mapur to be with the Naga-
land cricket team as we are 
going to play in the Vijay 
Hazare trophy and Ranji 
Trophy for the very first 
time in our history. I am 
here to help young cricket-
ers here besides playing 
alongside with them. To 
represent your own state, 
nothing feels better than 
that,” he said.

The 31-year old crick-
eter is expected to lead the 
state’s cricket team for the 
upcoming tournaments 
but the Nagaland Cricket 
Association is yet to an-
nounce the squad. The 
Vijay Hazare trophy will be 
played from September 19 
to October 20, 2018, while 
the Ranji Trophy will start 
on November 1, 2018, and 
conclude on February 6, 
2019.

It may be mentioned 

Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
Two days after expressing 
disappointment at the con-
tribution being made to the 
chief minister’s relief fund 
(CMRF), Governor PB Ach-
arya, also the president of 
the Nagaland state branch 
of Indian Red Cross Society, 
has issued a statement ap-
pealing to the citizens of the 
state to donate. It was titled 
‘Delhi will help us but what 
about our share and care?’ 

‘The state needs INR 
800 cr. for the restoration 
of damage caused by land-
slides and flash floods. Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio has 
appealed for contribution 
to the CMRF.  So far the state 
has received only INR one 
cr.,” the statement read.

Acharya mentioned the 
donation of INR 1.25 cr. by 
Bollywood actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput, taking the 
tally to INR 2.25 cr.  “I call 
upon all the students of 
our universities/colleges/
schools to participate in 
rebuilding of lives of our 
affected people by contrib-
uting minimum of INR 10 

each.  
“I also appeal to all 

NGOs, hohos, NMA (Naga 
Mothers’ Association), NSF 
(Naga Students’ Federa-
tion), businessmen, social 
workers, bureaucrats and 
religious groups, political 
activists, workers, kissans 
(Hindi for farmers) and all 
to share and care for our 
flood affected brothers and 
sisters. We have to open up 
our mind and come forward 
to contribute generously. I 
urge our fellow citizens to 
contribute generously to the 
CMRF (A/c No.10530527879 
IFSC SBIN0000214) or 
through the IRCSN (A/c 
No.35316602410 IFSC 
SBIN0006485) by cash or 
cheque,” the governor ap-
pealed.

Further, he asked depu-
ty commissioners to collect 
the money within seven 
days. By virtue of office, the 
governor of a state or its 
equivalent is the president 
of the Red Cross Society. 
In the districts, the deputy 
commissioner is the chair-
person of the Society. 

New York, Sep. 8 (IANS): The reason Pluto lost its planet 
status is not valid and is erroneous, scientists argued 
challenging previously held theories.

A team led by Philip Metzger, planetary scientist at 
the University of Central Florida (UCF) in Orlando, noted 
that the basis on which Pluto was rejected as a planet has 
no support in the research literature. 

In 2006, the International Astronomical Union (IAU) 
-- a global group of astronomy experts -- established that 
to be called a planet, it is required to "clear" its orbit, or in 
other words, be the largest gravitational force in its orbit.

As per the definition, Pluto does not meet the criteria, 
since Neptune's gravity influences it, and Pluto shares 
its orbit with frozen gases and objects in the Kuiper belt.

"The IAU definition would say that the fundamental 
object of planetary science, the planet, is supposed to 
be defined on the basis of a concept that nobody uses in 
their research," Metzger said. 

"And it would leave out the second-most complex, 
interesting planet in our solar system," he added, in the 
paper published in the journal Icarus.

Reviewing scientific literature from the past 200 
years, Metzger found only one publication, from 1802, 
that used the clearing-orbit requirement to classify 
planets, and it was based on since-disproven reasoning.

"It's a sloppy definition," Metzger said, adding "they 
didn't say what they meant by clearing their orbit. If you 
take that literally, then there are no planets, because no 
planet clears its orbit."

According to co-author Kirby Runyon, from Johns 
Hopkins University in Maryland, the IAU's definition was 
erroneous since the literature review showed that clear-
ing orbit is not a standard that is used for distinguishing 
asteroids from planets, as the IAU claimed when crafting 
the 2006 definition of planets.

"We showed that this is a false historical claim," 
Runyon said. "It is therefore fallacious to apply the same 
reasoning to Pluto."

New Delhi, Sep. 8 (IANS): The Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) on Saturday de-
cided to defer its organisational elec-
tions to pave the way for Amit Shah to 
continue as President until the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls.

"Organisational elections are a 
vast exercise and it takes time too. All 
the workers get involved in it. So, a dis-
cussion is going on to defer the organi-
sational polls until the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls are completed," West Bengal BJP 
chief Dilip Ghosh told reporters here 
at the sidelines of two-day National 
Executive meet.

Sources said that the issue was 
discussed at the office bearers, state 
BJP chiefs and General Secretary 
(Organisation) of the states meeting 
held under the chairmanship of Shah 
and a resolution, in this regard, will be 

passed by the National Executive.
The office bearers meeting takes 

place before inauguration of the Na-
tional Executive to set its agenda.

According to the party constitu-
tion, any eligible member can hold the 
post of President for two-consecutive 
terms of three-years each.

Shah was elected unopposed as 
the party president on January 24, 
2016, for a second term, this time for 
a full tenure of three years. He had 
earlier completed Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh's interrupted tenure as 
President from July 2014. His second 
term will end on January 26, 2019.

In the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, Shah 
was incharge of Uttar Pradesh where 
the BJP won 73 out of total 80 seats. 
After Rajnath Singh became Home 
Minister in the Narendra Modi gov-

ernment, Shah was apoointed BJP 
President in July 2014.

Briefing reporters about the office 
bearers meeting, BJP Secretary Rahul 
Sinha quoted Shah as saying that the 
party will contest the 2019 polls on the 
performance of the Modi government 
and strength of organisation.

"The opposition parties are trying 
to spread confusion among the peo-
ple but they will not succeed. We will 
win 2019 Lok Sabha polls with a bigger 
margin," Sinha said.

He said there are 22 crore ben-
eficiaries of the central government's 
schemes and it has been decided that 
9 crore party workers will reach out 
to them.

Prime Minister Modi will address 
the National Executive on Sunday 
afternoon.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Sep. 8 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh on Saturday ap-
pealed to the All Manipur 
Students’ Union (AMSU) 
to withdraw the decision to 
impose a 100-hour block-
ade on Imphal-Jiribam sec-
tor of the National High-
way 37.

Chief Minister Biren 
made the appeal while re-
sponding to a question by 
media during the sidelines 
of signing a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
between the state and VFS 
Global, a technology serv-
ices specialist company, 
which means to introduce 
a citizen-centric service 
delivery system by estab-
lishing a ‘citizen facilitation 
centre,’ here on Saturday.

On September 3, four 
persons claiming to be 
NSCN (I-M) cadres threat-
ened AMSU general sec-
retary Soibam Anil, other 
volunteers and a group 
of artistes at Nungba in 
Tamenglong district when 
they were returning to 
Imphal from Silchar after 
taking part in an event or-
ganised by the All Assam 
Manipuri Students’ Union.

However, the NSCN (I-
M) has denied involvement 
in the alleged incident. In-
stead, it claimed that it had 
arrested two person who 
were found extorting at 
Nungba in the name of the 

organisation. The Zelian-
grong civil organisations 
(ZCO) later claimed in a 
statement that it had found 
out after a preliminary en-
quiry that the two persons 
arrested by the NSCN (I-M) 
were not related to the inci-
dent at Nungba HQ.

Condemning the inci-
dent, Biren informed that 
the state’s government was 
trying its best to nab the 
culprits involved in the inci-
dent. Stating that state was 
also exploring all possible 
means including taking as-
sistance from the military 
to arrest the miscreants, he 
added that it was not feasi-
ble to immediately nab the 
suspects in the hill districts 
due to difficult terrains.

Regarding the demand 
for establishment of a na-
tional highway protection 
force in the state from some 
sections, he said that the 
government had identified 
some locations along the 
highway for the security 
posts.

Meanwhile, protesting 
the government’s failure 
to nab the perpetrators, 
the AMSU had called 100 
hours blockade on Imphal-
Jiribam sector of National 
Highway 37 from Septem-
ber 8 midnight.

A core committee of 
10 opposition parties in 
Manipur and CPI have also 
demanded the arrest of the 
miscreants.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 8:  The Di-
mapur Police and Nation-
al Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme (NTCP) on Friday 
inspected shops near edu-
cational institutions in Di-
mapur and penalised at 
least 65 shops. 

Selling tobacco prod-
ucts within a radius of one 
hundred yards of any edu-
cational institution in the 
country is a punishable of-
fence under section-6 (B) 
of the Cigarette and Other 
Tobacco Products Act of 
2003, (Cotpa).

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror, the deputy commis-
sioner of police zone–II, 
Vishal Chauhan, said that 
the inspection was carried 
out in the jurisdiction of the 
Medziphema police sta-
tion; and Chumukedima, 
Diphupar; West Police sta-
tion, and sub-urban police 
station. He said that about 
123 shops were inspected 
out of which 65 shops were 
penalised and a total fine of 
INR 13, 000 was imposed.

‘Most people are not 
aware of the tobacco ban 
having been imposed in 
Nagaland. Therefore, edu-
cation and awareness were 
also given along with the 
inspection,’ the police com-
missioner said. 

A total of 99 enforce-
ment personnel were in-
volved in the anti-tobacco 
raid on 80 school premises. 

Nodal district officer of 
the NTCP Dr. Ciekroswüyi 

Jonathan to play for Nagaland in its first ever outing to Vijay Hazare Trophy, Ranji

‘Delhi will help us but 
what about our share?’, 
Acharya asks Nagaland  

Pluto was erroneously rejected 
as a planet — Scientists

Amit Shah to lead BJP in Lok Sabha polls

Manipur CM asks students 
to cancel blockade on NH 37 

Are your children safe? 65 
shops penalised for selling 
tobacco products near schools

Don’t think I’ll get married again 
— Kalki Koechlin  |  P10

Will continue to improve my timing 
— Hima Das  |  P11

No Indians to be excluded from NRC  
— Rajnath Singh  |  P8

Current tobacco use among adults aged 15 or above, by 
gender according to states and UTs, GATS 2 India, 2016-17 

State/ UT
Percentage of adults currently using  

tobacco in any form

Overall Men Women

India 28.6 42.4 14.2

Nagaland 43.3 54.1 31.7

Goa  
(lowest) 9.7 15.3 4.0

Tripura 
(highest) 64.5 67.5 61.4

Percent distribution of adults aged 15 or above who are current tobacco users by 
tobacco use pattern, by states/UTs, GATS 2 India, 2016-17 

States Current 
tobacco user

Type of current tobacco use
Non-userSmoked

Only
Smokeless

Only
Both smoked

and smokeless

India 28.6 7.2 17.9 3.4 71.4

Nagaland 43.3 4.3 30.1 8.9 56.7

Tripura (highest) 64.5 16.0 36.8 11.7 35.5

Goa (lowest) 9.7 3.2 5.5 1.0 90.3

Percentage of adults 
exposed to second hand 

smoke at home for all 
adults and non-smokers by 

states/UTs, GATS 2 India, 
2016-17

Percentage of 
non-smokers

India 35.0

Nagaland 64.2

Puducherry 
(lowest)

4.0

Mizoram 
(highest)

77.5

EM Images

Two elderly men at a ‘morung’ at Noksen village in Tuensang district look into the camera while whittling bamboo strips. The strips are 
used by Naga villagers to weave baskets and for binding purposes.     

Wrinkles and whittles 

Tetseo expressed concern 
at young people getting ad-
dicted to tobacco use.

“Many school students 
are getting into tobacco ad-
diction because of tobacco 
selling near the educational 
institution. Addiction at a 
young age is very danger-
ous. Whoever takes tobacco 
at a young age is for sure 
that addiction is going to 
be stronger and they are 
going to use the product 
throughout their lives,” said 
Tetseo. He said consum-
ing tobacco for a long time 

can cause health problems 
such as cancer, stroke, heart 
disease, and other ailments. 
“We want to concentrate 
more on the educational 
institution to protect the 
children from addiction,” 
he added.

Tobacco consumption 
in India has an alarming 
rate. According to the Glo-
bal Adult Tobacco Survey 2 
(GATS) India 2016-17, “28.6 
percent (266.8 million) of 
adults in India, aged 15 and 
above, currently use tobac-
co in some form. Among the 

adults, 24.9 percent (232.4 
million) are daily tobacco 
users and 3.7 percent (34.4 
million) are occasional us-
ers.” 

According to the report, 
the percentage of adults in 
Nagaland that uses tobacco 
is 43.3, which is much high-
er than the country’s aver-
age of 28.6 percent. Tripura 
has the highest number of 
adults using tobacco with 
64.5 percent and Goa lowest 
with just 9.7 percent.

that Rongsen has been 
playing competitive cricket 
since 2000. He was intro-
duced to the game when 
his father went to Ben-
galuru to pursue PhD in 
theology in 1997. 

Interestingly, unlike 
most Naga parents who 
would encourage their 
children to concentrate on 
studies than take up sports 
as a career, Rongsen’s par-
ents were not only support-
ive of his passion for cricket 
but also advised him to 
stay back in Bangalore and 
continue playing the game.

“I grew up in Bengaluru 
and cricket is a big thing 
there. I started playing 
tennis-ball road cricket 
with friends when I was 
little and that’s how I got 
interested in cricket,” he 
said. “I was picked by a club 
called Karnataka Institute 
of Cricket that was one 
of the best cricket clubs 
in Bangalore.” He was of-
fered job at Indian Rail-
ways, which he accepted, 

and since then he has been 
playing in Ranji Trophy for 
Indian Railways.

He got a break in club 
cricket after he drew the 
highest bid of INR 3.5 lakh 
in the Karnataka Premier 
League auction in 2016. 
Now, he dreams to play in 
the Indian Premier League 
and Team India one day. 

“Competition is every-
where in all parts of life. But 
when it comes to cricket, 
especially in India, it is very 
difficult to get to the top. 
But after so much of hard 
work over the years, I am 
almost there,” he main-
tained.

In April 2018, the BCCI 
reinstated Bihar to the 
competition, bringing the 
total teams to 29. In July 
2018, the BCCI increased 
the total number of teams 
to 37, with the addition 
of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur,  Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Pu-
ducherry, Sikkim, and Ut-
tarakhand.
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International Literacy Day: Peren 
NCC reaches out to villagers

NCC cadets with children at Peletkie during the occasion of International Literacy Day on Sep. 8.

Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
To create public aware-
ness on the importance 
of education in today’s 
digital era, and to com-
memorate the Interna-
tional Literacy Day, the 
NCC cadets of Peren Govt. 
College under the aegis of 
24 Nagaland (I) Coy NCC 
reached out to villagers in 
the district on Saturday.

International Literacy 
Day is celebrated on Sep. 
8 every year with an aim 
to highlight the impor-
tance of literacy to in-
dividuals, communities 
and societies. The day is 
an opportunity for the 
government, civil society 
and stakeholders to ad-
dress the importance of 
education and help the 
less privilege.

The cadets visited Pe-
letkie and Kepeuzang vil-
lages and Peren town to 

NSCN (IM) welcomes all to be part of ‘final solution’

Members of the Lotha Hoho and those from the NSCN (IM) pose for a group photograph after a meeting at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur, on Sep. 8.

Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
Asserting that every Naga 
is equally responsible to-
wards finding an honour-
able solution, the NSCN 
(IM) has welcomed all 
the Nagas to be a part of 
the final solution which 
is ‘arriving soon.’

NSCN (IM) kilo kil-
onser, Hukavi Yepthomi 
made this called during 
a consultative meeting 
with the Lotha hoho and 
its district units at Hotel 
Saramati, Dimapur, on 
September 8. He was ac-
companied by Longvibu 
and political commissar 
to the collective leader-
ship, Liuet. Gen. Anthony 
Shimray, and other of-
ficials.

NSCN (IM) press re-
lease issued by MIP stated 
that the consultation was 
a call for sharing and un-
derstanding the political 
issue at hand so that Na-
gas harvest the deserving 

National Lok Adalat 
disposes 122 cases
Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
A total of 122 cases were 
disposed off in the National 
Lok Adalat at district head-
quarters in Nagaland on 
Sep. 8.

Divulging the details, 
the state legal authorities 
said that nine benches 
were constituted at nine 
districts and the cases on 
bank recovery cases, Motor 
Accident Claim Tribunal 
(MACT) and others were 
listed.

It stated that out of 194 
cases, 122 cases were dis-
posed and compensation of 
INR 1,05,09,903 was settled. 
The amount settlement is 
of bank recovery, fines, and 
compensation among the 
disposed cases. 

The Nagaland State 
Legal Services Authori-
ties (NSLSA) has also been 
coordinating and sending 
communications to the 

banks, insurance compa-
nies, financial institutions, 
departments in the public 
utility sector and other par-
ties and litigants for appear-
ing before the National Lok 
Adalat for amicable settle-
ment of disputes and cases, 
an update from the legal 
authority sated.

NSLSA is the imple-
menting nodal agency 
vested with the jurisdic-
tion to conduct National 
Lok Adalat (Peoples’ Court) 
under the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987.

It has informed that the 
next National Lok Adalat 
has been scheduled to be 
held on Dec. 8. Citizens are 
asked to contact the NSLSA 
or approach the District Le-
gal Services Authority which 
is attached to the District 
Court building in all the 
districts or the concerned 
court for referring the case.

NMBOA advises public to be 
cautious with belongings 
Dimapur, Sept. 8 (EMN): 
The New Market Busi-
ness Owners’ Association 
(NMBOA) Dimapur has ad-
vised the public to exercise 
utmost caution and remain 
alert while visiting the New 
market especially with their 
belongings and have asked 
its NMBOA members to 
remain vigil to avoid being 
robbed and falling victim 
to false tricks by anti-social 
elements during the festive 
season. 

A press note from the 
association informed that 
CCTV cameras have also 
been installed at various 
locations in New Market 

which is one of the largely 
thronged market and vul-
nerable location, to thwart 
any anti-social activities 
and to assist the law enforc-
ing agencies in apprehend-
ing any such culprits. 

The association stated 
that with festivals like Du-
rga Puja, Diwali, Christmas, 
New Year etc just round the 
corner, anti-social elements 
might be lurking to carry 
out their illegal activities 
and victimise the public es-
pecially shoppers.  NMBOA 
maintained that the asso-
ciation has received several 
complaints from shopkeep-
ers about customers in-

tentionally leaving behind 
empty handbags and later 
coming to claim that certain 
valuable articles and cash 
were inside the bag. 

Such activity causes un-
due harassment to the busi-
ness community. There-
fore, the NMBOA appeals 
the public to desist from 
such modus operandi thus 
branding themselves into 
no lesser than those anti-
social elements. NMBOA 
appealed for support and 
cooperation from all sec-
tions of the public and vari-
ous government agencies to 
see that the market serves 
the needs of the public.

Number of dengue eggs 
alarmingly high in Dimapur
Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
According to Dimapur Dis-
trict Vector-Borne Officer 
Dr. Imtiwabong Aier, the 
recent entomological sur-
vey and inspections carried 
out in various localities in 
Dimapur found out that 
the percentage of house 
index, which indicates the 
presence of dengue eggs 
and larvae, was alarmingly 
high. The high rate of house 
index suggests that there is 
a high risk of transmission 
and increased cases of den-
gue, he said.

Dr. Aier informed this 
during the inter-sectoral 
meeting on dengue, held 
at the deputy commission-
er’s office in Dimapur on 
Sep. 4. The meeting was 
conducted as part of the 
campaign to fight against 
dengue and other vector-
borne diseases. 

The officer said that 
‘source reduction’ should 
be the primary focus in 
fighting dengue as fogging 
kills only the adult mosqui-
toes and not the eggs and 
larvae. He maintained that 
community participation 
is the need of the hour to 
reduce the breeding sites 
and prevent the increase of 
dengue cases in Dimapur 
district.

Dr. Aier appreciated the 

Rotary Club for assisting in 
fogging and dissemination 
the message on dengue 
and malaria in the past 
two years. He also thanked 
DMC for spraying DDT in 
the past.  

The additional deputy 
commissioner (ADC) of 
Dimapur, Albert Ezung 
stated that dengue cases 
have increased in Dimapur; 
however, he said there has 
been no death reported so 
far. He also mentioned that 
the Health department in 
the district has been carry-
ing out various activities to 
curb the menace. 

The recent flooding of 
the urban areas due to wa-
ter logging and drainage 
clogging affects the people, 
and there are concerns of 
a high chance of disease 
outbreak, he added.

 “We need collaborative 
efforts to combat dengue. 
Community participation 
is required to achieve desir-
able results. Health is one’s 
own responsibility, and this 
message has to be spread 
and percolated down to 
the general public,” ADC 
asserted.

Ezung further stressed 
on the need to identify a re-
sponsible people from eve-
ry community, train them 
and give them the respon-

sibility and accountability 
to educate their respective 
communities on dengue 
and other vector-borne 
diseases, and also sensitize 
them on the preventive 
and curative aspects of the 
diseases. He emphasized 
on the collaborative effort 
of the government, public, 
and various NGOs to curb 
the menace.

State Program Officer 
NVBDCP, Dr. Talitemsu, 
said there are three vectors 
found in Nagaland -den-
gue, malaria, and Japanese 
encephalitis. She informed 
that the cases of malaria 
have considerably gone 
down over the years; how-
ever, the cases of dengue 
have increased. 

Dr. Talitemsu highlight-
ed the scenario of vector-
borne diseases in Nagaland 
and Dimapur district in 
particular. Further, she ex-
pressed hope that such a 
meeting would bring about 
good resolutions to prevent 
vector-borne diseases in 
the district.

The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Director 
Neisakho, Asst. Director 
UVBDS Kikolul Khieya, and 
representatives from do-
bashis, Rotary Club, DMC, 
Dimapur Christian Forum 
and staff of SPO and CMO.

STATE

Worried Angami youths 
ponder on threat of IBIs 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 8: At a time 
when the whole North-
east region is reeling under 
the shadow of fear over 
influx of illegal immigrants 
from Assam especially af-
ter the publication of the 
final draft list of National 
Register of Citizens in As-
sam, the Angami Youth 
Organisation (AYO) on Sep 
8. organised a discourse on 
demographic threats and 
discussed how best to con-
trol the unabated entry of 
Illegal Bangladeshi Immi-
grants (IBIs) into the state. 

The discourse, host-
ed by Kuda Youth Club at 
the Jotsoma Community 
hall, Kuda village in Di-
mapur, had Savi Liegeise, 
Kelhouseto Nakhro and 
Ruokuolhou Angami as 
the panellists who shared 
their deep thoughts   and 
understanding about the 
whole issue.

Panellist Savi Liegeise, 

while sharing his views 
said that the Naga soci-
ety was facing dangers in 
the form of Illegal Bangla-
deshi Immigrants (IBI) and 
like numerous European 
countries, India was facing 
the force of IBIs which has 
risen to 20 million with pos-
sibly more unaccounted for 
and living under the radar.  

Addressing on the 
main topic “Demographic 
Threats”, Liegeise shared 
significant opinion to IBI 
menace which includes 
raising the state govern-
ment to strictly enforce 
available laws to stop the 
influx of illegal immigrants, 
everyone should extend 
their support to and co-
operation to genuine civil 
organisations battling the 
IBI problem; not giving 
space to IBIs- either for 
residential, commercial 
or religious purposes, dis-
courage womenfolk from 
marrying IBIs, desist from 

undertaking business part-
nership with IBIs, cease 
inducting IBIs into Naga 
national service and stop 
protecting or adopting IBIs 
for monetary favours.

Bengal Frontier Regula-
tion Act, 1873 was one of 
the most important acts 
passed by the British to 
preserve and protect the 
identity and culture of the 
Nagas, maintained Kel-
houseto Nakhro addressing 
on the ‘Merits and Demer-
its of Bengal Frontier Regu-
lation Act, 1873’.

Nakhro said Assam 
Land Revenue Regula-
tion, 1886, was also an-
other important legisla-
tion which was passed to 
ensure that land belonging 
to the Nagas do not fall 
into the hands of people 
from other ethnicity. He 
meticulously presented an 
understanding to the audi-
ence into the various regu-
lations and the beneficial 

implications which were all 
projected at ensuring the 
protection of Nagas from 
harmful outside influences 
and dilution of cultural and 
traditional practices.

Another panellist of the 
discourse, Ruokuolhou 
Angami addressing on ‘An-
gamis on Prioritising Work 
Culture Responsibilities’ 
said ‘often Nagas rely too 
much on other people for 
a multiplicity of jobs which 
has led to lack of respon-
sibility for work culture’. 
He therefore persuaded 
the youths to restore the 
work culture which was 
prevalent in the past and 
which would, in turn, resist 
the dangers posed by the 
demographic threats.

Representatives from 
all the village councils, 
youth organisations, wom-
en organisations, churches 
and students’ union under 
Chakhroma area attended 
the programme. 

Sub-centres to be elevated to ‘wellness’ centres

 EM Images
 Dr. Vikato Kinimi, and other dignitaries along with the physiotherapists in Nagaland pose for a group photograph on the occasion of World Physiotherapy 
Day in Dimapur on September 8. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 8: The Na-
galand government has 
decided to upgrade health 
sub-centres in all the dis-
tricts including Primary 
Health Centre (PHC) and 
Urban Primary Health 
Centre (UPHC) to Health 
and Wellness Centre start-
ing from September. Yoga 
classes will be introduced 
in the wellness centres.

This was disclosed by 
the chief medical officer 
(CMO) of the District Hos-
pital, Dimapur, Dr. Vikato 
Kinimi at a programme 
held to commemorate 
World Physiotherapy Day 
at IDBI hall on Sep. 8.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Kinimi said physi-
otherapy is to make ‘normal 
body normal at all times.’ 
He maintained that human 
body will remain healthy if 
exercise is carried out on a 

routine affair every day.
Dr. Kinimi stated that 

ailments such as strokes, 
disabilities, impairment, 
inner faults etc would not 
happen to the body if they 
are examined regularly. He 
urged the physiotherapists 
present at the programme 
to be ready to work for the 
overall fitness of the society.

Stating that physiother-
apists in Nagaland have 
great scope in future, Ki-
nimi told the physiothera-
pists to approach him if 
they need any help. 

“Some of you might 
be already employed but 
some of you may not. If you 
need any help, you can ap-
proach me,” Dr. Kinimi told 
the physiotherapists.

Editor of Nagaland 
Post, Geoffrey Yaden, who 
also addressed the gath-
ering, remarked that “we 
generally forget our wellbe-

ing which is like an engine 
in a vehicle.” He advised 
to regularly keep the body 
monitored in order to pre-
vent harm that could cause 
severe damage. 

Yaden urged the physi-
otherapists to reach out to 
people and spread aware-
ness about keeping the 
body fit. He stressed that 
their job should not only be 
directed towards treating 
people in need but spread 
the message on the impor-
tance of exercise and keep-
ing the body fit.

President of the Na-
galand Physiotherapists’ 
Association (NPA), Dr. Tsu-
khumong informed that 
the association was formed 
in the year 2010. He men-
tioned that Indian Asso-
ciation of Physiotherapists 
(IAP), Nagaland branch, 
represents the whole of In-
dia. Physiotherapist prac-

ticing in Nagaland should 
be registered with NPA and 
IAP.

State president of IAP, 
Dr. Tiatula Longkumer told 
Eastern Mirror that there 
are around 20 registered 
physiotherapists in Naga-
land. She informed that the 
IAP Nagaland branch will 
be publishing the names of 
registered physiotherapists 
in a short time.

Tiatula also expressed 
gratitude to IAP national 
president, Dr. Sanjeev Jha, 
and the IAP national head 
women cell, Dr. Ruchi Var-
shney, for reposing trust on 
them to form the IAP state 
branch.

The event was organ-
ised by the Indian Asso-
ciation of Physiotherapists 
(IAP) Nagaland branch in 
collaboration with Naga-
land Physiotherapist As-
sociation (NPA).

sensitise the community 
on the importance of be-
ing literate which would 
contribute towards social 
and human development. 
The purpose of their visit 
was also to encourage 
children to develop inter-
est towards education.

During their tour, CH 

Kanga Andrew, associate 
NCC officer of the college 
addressed the people at 
Peletkie village. 

To mark the occasion, 
the cadets carried out 
banner march in Peren 
town and neighbouring 
villages.  

The NCC cadets of Na-

galand have been shoul-
dering the responsibility 
of nation building through 
various initiatives and 
this drive was one such 
attempt to bring about a 
change in the neighbour-
hood, a press note from 
the 24 Nagaland (I) Coy 
NCC, Kohima stated.

Dimapur 
girl 
becomes 
CFA 
Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
A Dimapur-born girl has 
become Chartered Finan-
cial Analyst (CFA) USA, 
after clearing three levels 
of examinations.  

Harshita Jain, daughter 
of chartered accountant, 
Ajit Jain of Dimapur, did 
her matriculation from 
Delhi Public School, Di-
mapur; she did her class 
XII from DPS, RK Puram, 
Delhi and graduated in 
Commerce (Hons) from 
Hansraj College, Delhi 
University.  

She became a char-
tered accountant in Jan. 
2017 in her first attempt 
after passing all the ex-
ams and was working in 
Reliance Industries Ltd. 
Mumbai while at the same 
time pursuing the CFA in-
ternational 

Her secret of achiev-
ing the great milestone, 
according to a press note, 
are hard work, dedication, 
commitment and proper 
guidance from her parents 
and from her elder sister, 
Shreya Jain, who is also a 
chartered accountant.  

national aspirations.
Yepthomi had elabo-

rated on the uniqueness 
of the Naga history and 
the cause of the Naga 
struggle from the incep-

tion till India officially 
recognised the unique-
ness of Naga history, 
which is the principle of 
the Framework Agree-
ment signed on August 3, 

2015, between the NSCN 
and GoI. Asserting that 
every Naga is equally re-
sponsible in bringing an 
honourable solution, he 
welcomed all to be a part 

of the final solution which 
is arriving soon.

N S C N  ( I M )  a r m y 
chief, Anthony Shimray 
has appreciated Lotha 
hoho and stated that the 

Framework Agreement 
is not an ordinary agree-
ment but a covenant to 
settle the political issue 
of the two entities hon-
ourably. 

The release also stated 
that president of Lotha 
hoho conveyed the hoho’s 
support to the NSCN (IM) 
and affirmed to be with 
the Naga nation now and 
ever.

Meanwhile,  NSCN 
(IM) had praised the 
Lotha hoho and its collec-
tive social leaders which 
comprised of intellectu-
als with practical wisdom 
to build the Naga nation. 
It further added that the 
day’s “Heart Talk” was an 
invaluable moment. It 
hoped that such bonding 
and sharing of one’s ideas 
and knowledge would 
bring forth an uncondi-
tional love and prosper-
ity among all the Naga 
brethren. 

Press 
accreditation 
committee to 
meet on Sep. 10
Dimapur, Sept. 8 (EMN): 
As approved by the chair-
man of the State Press 
Accreditation Commit-
tee (SPAC) and the chief 
secretary of Nagaland on 
Sep. 6, the committee has 
convened a meeting on 
Sep.10 at 1 pm in the con-
ference hall of the chief 
secretary.

The director of Infor-
mation and Publicity, Li-
mawati Ao has requested 
all in concern to attend 
the meeting. 



PROF. ALONGLA P. AIER
POSHAN AMBASSADOR

“ the well being of a nation is crucial and 
intrinsically tied to the physio-social-

economic well being of women and children”

Issued in the interest of Public by 
Department of Social Welfare, Government of Nagaland.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We the family members and relatives of 
Late L. Pamzei Nyem, express our heartfelt 

gratitude to each and everyone who stood by us physically, 
financially, materially and spiritually at the sudden demise 
of our beloved brother, who left us on 22nd August 2018.

Name Late L. Pamzei Nyem
D.O.B 15 July 1982
Died On 22nd August 2018
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Three receive Rev Dr Neiliezhü 
Üsou’s Memorial Award for music

NPCC to join Bharat bandh on Sep. 10 

Konyaks in Longleng repair road 

Parthenium: Making an obnoxious weed into something useful  

STATE

EM Images

Dr Neiphrezo Keditsu along with the awardees at Minister Hill Baptist Church in Kohima on Saturday.

OBNOXIOUS: Leaves and flower of the  common parthenium commonly called as carrot 
weed.

Our Correspondent
K o h i m a , S e p 8 
(EMN):Mengubeinuo 
S o l o  o f  N o r t h f i e l d  
s c h o o l ;  K h i k h a  a n d 
Lhuvi  Khate  of  Holy 
Cross Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur; and 
Thuisemla Shanglai of 
Patkai Higher Secondary 
School Chumukedima 
received the prestigious 
Rev Dr Neiliezhü Üsou’s  
Memorial Award for Mu-
sic at an award ceremony 
inside the Ministers’ Hill 
Baptist Church Kohima on 
Saturday.

The trio secured 95 
marks each in music in 
the High School Leaving 
Certificate (HSLC) exami-
nation 2018 conducted by 
Nagaland Board of School 
Education. They received 
INR 15,000 along with the 
citations sponsored by Rev 
Dr. Neiliezhü Üsou’s Me-
morial Society. The music 
award is in recognition of 
Rev Dr Neiliezhü Üsou’s 
enduring vision and con-
tribution to the field of 
music.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Neiphrezo Kedit-
su, chairman, NKVIB con-
gratulated the Neiliezhü’s 
family for keeping his leg-
acy alive and spoke on the 
importance of promoting 
and popularising musi-
cians who compose and 

sing  songs in local dialect.
 N a r r a t i n g  t h a t 

Neiliezhü had encouraged 
local music and instru-
ments, he said “We need to 
follow his footstep and en-
courage the youngsters to 
promote indigenous song 
and instrument.  We need 

to encourage music in our 
own dialect, and popular-
ised it.”  Keditsu lamented 
that we give more focus on 
English and Hindi songs 
other than local music, 
therefore, he suggested  
that the schools can also 
play a role in encouraging 

the students to learn local 
dialect music and indig-
enous instruments.

“ We  n e e d  t o  e n -
courage our own local 
economy through local 
musicians, sportsperson 
and entrepreneurs” said 
Keditsu. While acknowl-
edging that Nagas are very 
talented in various fields, 
he said “Sports person 
and musicians are bless-
ings from God and not 
just talent.”

One the award recipi-
ents, Solo in her accept-
ance speech said there had 
been a significant growth 
of music in Nagaland af-
ter the contribution of Dr 
Neiliezhü in music.  She 
hoped that with the award, 
more students will be in-
spired to take music.

A n o t h e r  s p e a k e r  
at the ceremony, Vesato 
Theluo asked the recipi-
ents awardees to treasure 
the award and develop 
their skills in music stating 
that they are receiving the 
award who contributed 
alot in music for Nagas. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 8: In com-
pliance to the call of In-
dian National Congress 
for a nation-wide strike 
on September 10, the 
Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) 
has decided to join in the 
strike along with the rest 
of the country. The strike 
has been called against the 
escalating prices of petrol 
and diesel in the country.

Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror, NPCC general sec-
retary Capt. GK Zhimomi 
said spiralling rise in the 
prices of petrol and die-
sel have given rise to the 
increase in the prices of 
other commodities. Zhi-
momi reasoned that it is 
the common people who 
suffered the most under 
such circumstances.

Zhimomi said  the 
peaceful and voluntary 
Bharat bandh was to de-
mand for immediate drop 
in central excise duty and 
excessive VAT in the states. 
He added that the main 
crux of the bandh was 
bring the prices of fuel 
within the GST rate which 
will reduce prices by INR 
10-15 thereby bringing 
relief to the public. Zhi-
momi said the issue does 
not only concern with the 
Congress party but the 
people of the country and 
state.

“We have requested 
other political parties and 
civil organisations to join 
the strike and it is high 
time to voice out these is-
sues,” said Zhimomi.

Meanwhile, a NPCC 
press release stated that 

the unreasonable daily 
rise in prices of petroleum 
products have not only 
placed a heavy burden 
upon the public but put 
their livelihood in acute 
danger.

NPCC, in a press re-
lease issued by media cell, 
has appealed for reduction 
of VAT and central excise 
which had increased since 
May 2014 by 443.06% on 
diesel, 211.7% on petrol 
and LPG. 

NPCC has appealed 
for active participation of 
public from all sections 
of society to be a part of 
the bandh by voluntarily 
shutting down shops from 
9 am – 3 pm and send a 
‘clear message’ to the Gov-
ernment of India that the 
suffering of the people has 
reached its zenith.

Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): With the initia-
tive of Superintendent of Police Longleng 
, Yangba Konyak, the Konyak people 
residing in Longleng town conducted a 
mass social work on Sep. 8 in Longleng 
town.

The volunteers filled up potholes, 
cleared drainages and surrounding areas 
starting from Hukphang junction to As-

sam Rifle camp towards the residents of 
deputy commissioner and SP. 

It may be noted here that Longleng 
district, which is in eastern part of Naga-
land, faces a lot of hardshipsdue to bad 
road condititons. Even the main road 
linking the district with Mokokchung 
remains in a pathetic condition during 
every monsoon season.

Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): Making an 
obnoxious alien weed into some-
thing useful, the Krishi Vigan Ken-
dra (KVK) Dimapur, ICAR Naga-
land centre, Jharnapani conducted 
an ‘awareness cum demonstration 
programme on compost mak-
ing from Parthenium’ at Ekhyo 
Yan (Domokhia) village on Sep. 7 
where the villagers were enlight-
ened about the harmfulness of the 
weed and also demonstrated the 
technique of making manure out 
of the plant. 

“Parthenium hysterophorus” 
(scientific name) but commonly 
known as ‘carrot weed’ or ‘con-
gress grass’ is an obnoxious alien 
weed having its origin in Mexico. 
It was introduced accidently in 
India along with the wheat grains 
imported from America under PL-
480 scheme during the era of food 
shortage. Initially Parthenium hys-
terophorus was noticed in Pune 
and Maharastra in 1955. 

“This weed is spreading very 
fast along roadsides, forest land, 
pastures, grasslands, fallow lands 

and kitchen gardens in Dimapur 
districts of the Nagaland state,” 
stated a press release issued by An-
amika Sharma, PC, KVK Dimapur. 

Therefore, to create aware-
ness on the ill effects of carrot 
weed, the KVK, Dimapur organ-
ized the workshop at Ekhyo Yan 
(Domokhia) village where the 

villagers were highly enlightened 
about what could otherwise be 
called a common grass found 
aplenty in the area.  

During the programme Ch. 
Roben Singh, (ACTO) Agronomy, 
KVK Dimapur told the farmers 
about the ill-effects of parthenium 
weed, such as dermatitis, asthma, 

nasal-dermal and nasal-bronchial 
types of diseases. 

Besides these, it also causes 
several other problems in parks 
such as blockage of common 
pathways; not only that, the 
plant also infests every type of 
crop, orchards, plantation and 
forest. 

“It severely reduces the crop 
productivity besides loss to biodi-
versity and environment which is 
becoming a worldwide problem,” 
said the release while adding that 
the farmers were also made aware 
regarding the life cycle of the carrot 
weed and integrated management 
of this weed through different 
methods.   

James Kikon (ACTO) Soil Sci-
ence to the farmers demonstrated 
on the method of compost making 
by utilizing the parthenium plant. 
The release further stated that the 
Chairman Ekhyo Yan (Domokhia) 
Village, Nribemo Lotha proposed 
the vote of thanks. A total of 60 
farmers participated in the pro-
gramme.    
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Manipur signs MoU with VFS Global 
for citizen facilitation centre

Manipuri militant 
arrested by Delhi Police

One policeman arrested in 
Diphu for molestation 

Role of youth will 
determine India’s 
future – Assam gov.

Sonowal calls upon people to 
preserve Bhupen Hazarika’s legacy

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) was 
signed between the state 
government and VFS Glo-
bal, a technology services 
specialist company to in-
troduce Citizen Centric 
Service Delivery System 
by establishing Citizen 
Facilitation Centre under 
Municipal Administra-
tion Housing & Urban 
Development (MAHUD) 
Department in the state 
on Saturday.

State Chief Secretary 
Dr J Suresh Babu and Head 
of Business Debkumar 
Bandyopadhyay, VFS Glo-
bal (South Asia Region) 
exchanged the MoU in the 
presence of Chief Minis-
ter N Biren Singh at the 

Cabinet Hall of the chief 
minister’s secretariat this 
morning.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the chief minister 
said that more than 50 
services would be made 
accessible to the public 
under Single Window Sys-
tem with the commence-
ment of services of the 
Centre to be implemented 
under Public Private Part-
nership model. 

Getting documents 
such as birth certificate, 
income certificate, caste 
certificate, ration card, 
Aadhar card, marriage 
certificate, driving license 
and education enrolment 
etc would be made avail-
able once the Facilitation 
Centre is opened at Inter 
State Bus Terminus, Khu-

man Lampak in Imphal 
East district in November 
2018.

In addition, Visa facility 
for many predetermined 
countries like France, Italy, 
Germany, Singapore, Swit-
zerland, UK, Thailand and 
Schengen countries will 
also be made available to 
the public, he added.

Conveying that the 
centre would also provide 
door to door delivery for 
selected services to start 
with, which would be ex-
tended in the future, he 
also said that VFS Global 
which is the world larg-
est technology services 
Specialist Company with 
2709 centres operating in 
139 countries, was selected 
through open tender in a 
transparent manner.

Informing that the state 
government had been 
awarded with three dif-
ferent awards on a single 
day on September 7 by the 
government of India for its 
excellent performance in 
various fields, he said the 
awards were Award to Ma-
nipur for Implementation 
of 100 per cent Direct Ben-
efit Transfer through PFMS 
for Old Age Pension (Social 
Welfare Department), Na-
tional Award for Imple-
mentation of Extended 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan 
(Chandel District) and 
Award for Best Performing 
State Institute of Rural De-
velopment (Rural Devel-
opment & Panchayati Raj 
Department) and Award 
for Best Performing SIRD 
(RD and PR Department).

New Delhi, Sep. 8 (IANS): 
Delhi Police has arrested a 
member of a banned Ma-
nipuri organisation who 
was involved in threatening 
state Chief Minister Non-
gthombam Biren Singh.

On August 28, Delhi 
Police apprehended his as-
sociate, OinamIbochouba 
Singh from Kotla Mubarak-
pur area. His interrogation 
led to the arrest of Kanglei-
pak Communist Party’s 
Moirangthem Rana Pratap, 
37, from Manipur.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police, Sanjeev Kumar 
Yadav said Pratap was ar-
rested from Manipur’s 
Bishnupur area on Sep-
tember 4.

“Pratap has been in-
volved in several terror ac-
tivities and extortion cases 
in Manipur. He was nego-
tiating to surrender but si-
multaneously kept carrying 
on his anti-national activi-
ties. He is also wanted by 
the NIA in a case registered 
under the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act,” 
Yadav said.

A reward of Rs 2 lakh 
was declared for his ap-
prehension by the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA). 

“In the second week 
of August, after proposed 
agitations by Manipur Uni-
versity Students Union, 
Manipur Teacher’s Associa-
tion and other groups, for 
the university’s Vice-Chan-

cellor’s removal, Pratap 
circulated a threatening 
audio message that if the 
Chief Minister failed to re-
solve the issue within one 
month, he will be targeted 
and killed by their banned 
terrorist outfit,” the officer 
said.

He was earlier arrested 
in 2005. After getting re-
leased from jail, he contin-
ued terror activities and in 
order to evade the police 
dragnet, he escaped to Ne-
pal.

“He continued and 
managed his terrorist ac-
tivities in Manipur, while 
sitting in Pokhra, Nepal. He 
extorted money from dif-
ferent government authori-
ties, local businessmen, 
schools etc. by threatening 
them with demand letters. 
He was living clandestinely 
in Nepal since the last five 
years,” the officer said.

Along with him, two 
of his associates -- Inug-
bam Sanatombi Devi and 
Pukhrihongbam Ibomcha 
-- were also arrested. 

The trio was involved 
in several terror related 
activities like lobbing of 
grenades, shoot-outs, kill-
ings, planting of bombs, 
running extortion networks 
by intimidating business-
men and politicians etc.

One 9 mm pistol and 
two hand grenades were 
also recovered from their 
possession.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 8 (EMN): A po-
liceman has been arrested 
at Diphu on Saturday in a 
molestation case. The ac-
cused was allegedly try-
ing to molest a 29-year old 
woman in Diphu. A case has 
been registered against him 
under various sections of 
SC/ST atrocities act.

According to the victim’s 
statement that was given 
a week ago, she along with 
her daughter entered a hotel 
in police reserve to ask for 
water to drink. At that time 
a policeman also came to 
the same location and asked 
for her mobile number. The 

victim declined, on which 
the accused snatched her 
mobile and entered his 
number and told the victim 
to call him in the number. 
He then asked her to come 
to his place.

There were repeated 
calls made by the accused 
to the victim. Then on Sep. 2 
the accused met the victim 
at Lorulangso daily market 
and grabbed her, the victim 
stated.

After coming to know 
of the incident, women or-
ganisations like Karbi Nimso 
Chingthur Asong (KNCA) 
led by Meerina Beypi and 
Karbi Anglong Women Jus-

tice Forum (KAWJF) includ-
ing Karbi Students Union, 
Karbi Farmers Committee 
and Karbi Human Rights 
Watch (KHRW) had taken 
up the matter to arrest the 
errant policeman. 

A case has been regis-
tered Case No.188/2018 
u n d e r  s e c t i o n s 
294/354A/354D IPC and 
other section 3 (r    (ii) of 
SC/ST atrocities act.

However, when media 
persons queried the accused 
in Diphu Police station, the 
accused said that he does 
not know the woman and 
instead the women claimed 
that she was his relative.

Guwahati, Sep. 8 (PTI): Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi 
said Saturday the role of youth will collectively determine 
the future of Indias economic and social transformation 
as more than half the country’s population was under the 
age of 25 years.

“As per trends, by 2020, India will have the largest 
young workforce, becoming the worlds youngest country 
with a median age of 29 years. Therefore, the role of youth 
power will collectively determine the future of India,” 
Mukhi said while delivering the keynote address at the 
seventh convocation of Assam Don Bosco University near 
here.

The governor called upon the graduating students to 
reap the opportunity of the young pool of human resourc-
es and become a new engine of growth for the country.

He also asked the graduating students to remain curi-
ous and ask questions to increase the parameter of their 
knowledge.

He also advised them to set a direction for themselves 
with a purposeful vision and asked them to move forward 
without the apprehension of being wrong because mis-
takes can be an opportunity for them to become even 
better.

He asked them to share the lessons they learnt during 
their stay at the university and help others to become en-
riched by transferring their knowledge to the underprivi-
leged section of the society.

Altogether, 766 degrees were conferred including 13 
doctoral degrees in eight disciplines.

Under the Distance Education Programme of the Uni-
versity, 328 students from across 44 countries were also 
conferred degrees on various disciplines.

Declaring the convocation open, the Chancellor of As-
sam Don Bosco University Fr Januarius Sangma said the 
students must open themselves to realities, become so-
cially conscious and responsible for the nation and society.

Vice Chancellor Fr Stephen Mavely presented a report 
covering all the significant developments that had taken 
place in the university during the past one year in the areas 
of research, academics, infrastructural developments and 
quality assurance on the occasion.

25 school children in Assam fall ill 
after measles vaccination – Officials
Hailakandi (Assam), Sep. 
8 (PTI): At least 25 school 
students complained of 
nausea, stomach ache and 
fever after being adminis-
tered measles vaccine Sat-
urday in Assam’s Hailakan-
di district, officials said.

The students of Sa-
habad ME Madrasa un-
der Katlicherra revenue 
circle were administered 
measles rubella (MR) just 
after the mid-day meal 
following which several of 
them complained of nau-
sea, fever, stomach ache 
and vomiting, Hailakandi 
Deputy Commissioner Adil 
Khan said.

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e re 
taken to the nearby Katli-
cherra Block Public Health 
Centre for treatment.

However, their condi-
tion is stated to be stable 

and there was no reason to 
panic, officials said.

Joint Director, Health 
Services, Avijit Basu said 
that six students have been 
hospitalised while the rest 
have been kept under ob-
servation and would be 
discharged soon.

Deputy Commissioner 
Adil Khan has ordered a 
probe into the incident to 
be conducted by the joint 
director of health services 
and district immunisation 
officer.

Khan has asked the of-
ficials to submit a report to 
him immediately.

Basu said he had exam-
ined the vaccines adminis-
tered to the 120 students of 
the school in the afternoon 
and found them to be in 
order.

District Immunisation 

Officer (DIO) K Thambalse-
na said that there are no se-
rious cases and condition 
of the affected was stable.

She said the MR vac-
cine was approved by the 
World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) and is of high 
quality.

The DIO said there was 
no need to panic as com-
mon side effects such as 
fever, rashes, nausea and 
dizziness could occur in 
some cases following MR 
vaccination.

She said the vaccina-
tion will continue for the 
next couple of weeks till 
all the children in the age 
group of nine months and 
15 years are vaccinated. As 
many as 2.15 lakh children 
of 1,485 schools in the dis-
trict will be covered under 
the MR vaccination drive.

Guwahati, Sep. 8 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal called 
upon people of the state 
Saturday to preserve the 
rich legacy of singer Bhu-
pen Hazarika so that the 
new generation continues 
to be inspired.

Bhupen Hazarika was 
an artist of many hues 
whose creative works 

transcended borders, 
language and culture, he 
said.

He left an all perva-
sive impact and now it 
is our responsibility to 
preserve his rich legacy 
and bequeath the same 
to the new generation to 
develop them as good hu-
man beings, Sonowal said 
on the occasion of the leg-

endary singer’s 92nd birth 
anniversary.

The state  gover n -
ment has decided to set a 
community centre in the 
name of the late singer 
near Dhola Sadia Bridge 
to reflect  the unique 
yet closely connected 
culture,traditions and life-
style of all the tribes and 
communities of North 

East, he said after paying 
tribute to the singere at 
his memorial here.

The Chief Minister 
also recalled former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s close association 
with Hazarika and also 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s deep appreciation 
of the maestro’s humani-
tarian values.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1933SUD0KU 1773
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS

1. Ancient Hebrew month
5. National Labor Relations Board
9. Teletype (abbrev.)
12. Peanut
13. Stand for corpse
14. Noise of satisfaction
15. Lay asphalt or concrete
16. Spanish city
17. A musical measure
18. Town in Cambridgeshire England
20. Thought to derive from 

meteorites
22. A bicycle for two
25. A charge
26. Capable
27. Walls
32. A violent public disturbance
34. One of the Bobbsey twins
35. A large and scholarly book
36. Leeches
39. Minimum (abbrev.)
40. Umpire or on field official
41. Sarcasm
43. Glued decorative sheets onto 

walls
47. Tin
48. __ Dhabi, Arabian capital
49. Arthur ____, late Wimbledon 

champion
51. Bleats
54. Calorie (abbrev.)
55. Parent Teacher Associations
56. Engrave
57. Signing
58. Cavity
59. Ooze 

DOWN
1. Unit of electric current
2. The cry made by sheep
3. Creator
4. Shelter

5. The compass point 
that is one point east 
(clockwise) of due north

6. Articulate in a very 
rhythmic way

7. Explains again
8. Stops cars and trucks
9. Sock
10. Not this
11. Agile, lively 19. 

Affirmative (slang)
21. The small projection of a 

mammary gland
22. Waterproofed canvas

23. Samoan port
24. A public declaration of 

intentions
28. Skeletal muscle
29. Have dominance over
30. An independent ruler or 

chieftain
31. A monetary unit of 

Western Samoa 33. 
Empty container used as 
a counterbalance

37. Angel
38. A baglike structure in a 

plant or animal

42. Wasting of the body 
during a chronic disease

43. Large burrowing rodent of 
South America

44. Fabrics
45. Tug
46. Arabic letter
50. The compass point 

midway between east 
and southeast

52. A playing card with just 
one symbol

53. Shaft horsepower 
(abbrev.)

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1773

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1932

All Assam Students’ Union adviser Dr. Samujjal Bhattacharya, athlete Hima Das and others pay tribute to late Dr. Bhupen Hazarika on 
his 92nd birth anniversary, in Guwahati, Saturday, Sep. 8.

Peren 
Ansta 
visits 
schools 
D i m a p u r, S e p. 8 
(EMN): In a bid to 
get the ever present 
problems in the dif-
ferent schools in the 
state, the All Naga-
land School Teachers’ 
Association (ANSTA) 
Peren unit conduct-
ed its 1st phase tour 
of the district from 
Aug. 20 to Sep. 2 and 
covered 26 school 
including 5 govern-
ment schools under 
four circles. 

A press release is-
sued by the ANSTA 
Peren unit president 
Kaibakam Pamai and 
general  secretary 
Haidun Zeliang stat-
ed that the tour pro-
gramme was made in 
proper consultation 
with the concerned 
DEO and SDEO of 
the district to iden-
tify various problems 
faced by the teachers 
in imparting qual-
ity education to the 
students, and also to 
collect information 
about the poor infra-
structural facilities of 
the schools. 

The touring AN-
STA unit discussed 
various matters with 
the different school 
teachers with regard 
to the welfare of all 
the teachers in the 
district, the release 
stated while add-
ing that the second 
phase of the tour will 
resume from Sep. 13

Remembrance



NO.M-343/18/3777-78 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Hingule Tep -Vrs- Elizabeth Tep resident of Naharbari Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
07.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Hingule Tep 
Village/Block No: Naharbari, Patta No: 422
Dag No: 93/784, Area: 01B-00K-00Ls 
North: Dozo Angami, South: Senti Ao, 
East: Hingule Tep, West: Approach Road

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 07 Sep 18

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 

NOTICE

D-5938

D-5934

WANTED
One VFA urgently 

needed for a 
veterinary clinic 
in Billy Graham 
road, Kohima. 

Contact number: 
9436203371.

D-5935

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my name 
from OLEMJUNGLA (Old 
Name) to OLEMJUNGLA 
JAMIR (New Name) by 
affidavit number Regd.
No.542/2018, 
Date 03.08.2018.

I have changed my name  
from Philaton Kasar (Old 
Name) to Mendensenla 
Imsong (New Name) 
by Affidavit number 
Registration No.1355/18, 
Date: 13.07.2018.

D-5936

CHANGE OF NAME

D-5937

IBAUNG THOU MEMORIAL SCHOOL
JALUKIE

Candidates required to teach the following  
subjects at Ibaung Thou Memorial School Jalukie. 

1. Maths. Qualification B.Sc/M.Sc. (Maths)
2. Science. Qualification. B.Sc/M.sc.
3. Computer. Qualification. BCA/B.Sc. (IT)

Pay Negotiable. 
Interested candidates may contact: 08794597970

Administrator 
Ibaung Thou Memorial School 

Jalukie

NOTICE

DG-782

SAINIK SCHOOL PUNGLWA(NAGALAND)
AUCTION NOTICE:  SL NO. SSPN/QM/390/2018-19 DATED 08 Sep 18
Public auction will be held on “as is where is basis” for  
condemned items like School furniture, iron /Plastic Scrap etc on 
22 Sep 18 at 1100 hrs Noon for the year 2016-2017 and 2017-18. 
Bid documents and Terms and conditions may be obtained 08 
Sep 18 - 20 Sep 18 during Office hours between 8.00 AM - 2.00 PM 
On payment of Rs 500/-. Tender bid docs are also available on the 
school Website sainikschoolpunglwa.nic.in                       
For Details contact-03839-262004/262002.

Principal

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan
Deemed University

(Established under the Auspices of the Ministry of H.R.D., Govt. of India)
Accredited by NAAC with ‘A’ Grade

56-57, Institutional Area,
Janakpuri, New Delhi - 110058

On-line applications are invited from students for the award of scholarship for the year 2018-19 under the 
scheme for Development of Sanskrit Education 

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (Deemed University), New Delhi established under the auspices of the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, Government of India invites on-line applications from the regular students studying Sanskrit/
Pali/Prakrit as a main or optional subject in any recognized Sanskrit PathashalalSanskrit Mahavidyalaya/ Sanskrit 
Vishwavidyalaya in Traditional Stream or School/College/University in Modern Stream pursuing Purva-Madhyama (1st 
year)/9th standard, Purva-Madhyama (2nd year)/10th standard, Uttar-Madhyama/Prakshastri(1st year)/11th standard, 
Uttar-Madhyama/Prakshastri(2nd year)/12th standard, Shastri /B.A (1st/2nd/3rd year), Acharya/M.A(1st/2nd year), 
Vidyawaridhi/Ph.D. or equivalent for the purpose of award of merit Scholarship to its students under the scheme for 
Development of Sanskrit Education.

Steps Description Specific dates

Step- 1 All Educational Institutions to be got registered on-line 
or for profile updation at www.sanskrit.nic.in or 
www.scholarships.rsks.in  

Starting date of online 
registration 09.09.2018

Closing date of 
online registration 
31.10.2018 

Step- 2 After activation of the relevant institution, student can 
login and apply for scholarship in On-line application at 
www.sanskrit.nic.in or www.scholarship.rsks.in

Starting date of 
submission online 
application 09.09.2018

Closing date of 
online application 
09.11.2018

 Only on-line application will be accepted. No need of sending any documents by post or other means. 
 Starting and Closing dates of on-line registration of Institutions and submission of applications of the students are 

given as under:- 

•	 Student	who	wish	to	apply	for	scholarship	(online)	may	see	the	detailed	notification	available	on	the	website	at	-
 www.sanskrit.nic.in or www.scholarship.rsks.in.  

 Registrar I/c  Davp 21212/11/0007/1819

NO.M-385-388/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti MsTongpak 
Multipurpose Co- Operation Society-Ltd represented by the chairman 
Shri T.N. Mannen
-Vrs- 
1) Shri S. Sarendi Walling Area: 00B-01K-06Ls
2) Imtitoshi Area: 00B-00K-19.8Ls 
3) Y.Wallson Shitio Area:00B-01-07.7Ls
4) Kevin Patton Area:00B-03K-16.6Ls
Resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 07.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: MsTongpak Multipurpose Co- Operation Society-Ltd 
Village/Block No: Purana Bazar A.K, Patta No: 12
Dag No: 151,397
1) North: Kestori, South: Approach Road, 
East: Anganwadi Centre, West: Hirangbang Barang Anal
2) North: Kevin Patton, South: Approach Road,
East: Y Wallson Shitio, West: G. Mech
3) North: Kevin Patton, South: Approach Road
East: Kevin Patton, West: Imtitoshi
4) North: Kastori, South: Approach Road
East: Wrangbang Barang Anal, West: G. Mech

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 7th Sept 2018

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 

NOTICE
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Viswema Baptist hosts Parents’ 
Day and a cultural festival

‘Rashtriya Poshan Maah’ 
launched in Kohima; 
appoints brand ambassador 

Kohima, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
Advisor for Youth Re-
sources and Sports Zale 
Neikha attended the ‘Par-
ents’ Day and Cultural 
Fest’ of Viswema Baptist 
School in Viswema vil-
lage, in  Kohima district, 
as its guest speaker on 
Sat. Sept. 8.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Neikha commend-
ed the sacrifices of par-
ents in shaping the future 
and development of their 
children. He said parents 
are ‘next to God on earth’ 
and therefore students 
ought to obey and re-
spect their parents, while 
also appealing to parents 
to give ample time to-
wards the children and 
provide suitable environ-
ment for them to pursue 
their studies. 

To teachers, he en-
couraged creation of 
space for co-curricular 

activities such as sports, 
debate and extempore, 
singing competition, 
fitting them within the 
school curriculum. 

The legislator 
stressed that there 
should be mutual un-
derstanding between the 
teaching fraternity and 
the school managing 
board in solving issues 
and problems.

Calling upon the stu-
dents to inculcate the 
habit of raising questions 
in order to develop their 
learning skills, he advised 
them to set proper time 
schedule for study. He 
also emphasised on re-
sponsible usage of gadg-
ets like mobile phones, 
stating that they should 
be utilised for garnering 
information and knowl-
edge and not be misused. 

Neikha challenged 
the students not to give 

up when faced with fail-
ures, but to rather work 
and strive harder to 
achieve the desired goal.

In his concluding re-
mark, he hailed the vi-
sionary church leaders 
who initiated the foun-
dation of Viswema Bap-
tist School. He remarked 
that the Viswema Bap-
tist Church was doing a 
great service to God and 
humanity through its 
mission of moulding the 
young minds in the edu-
cational process and also 
in imparting the morals 
of a Christian.

Earlier, Viswema Bap-
tist Church pastor Rev. 
Atha Neikha invoked 
God’s blessing to the pro-
gramme. Performances 
of students including 
dance, singing, folk song/
dance, recitation, chore-
ography marked the oc-
casion.

Zale Neikha greeting school authorities and parents.

Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
‘Rashtriya Poshan Maah,’  
an initiative of the minis-
try of Women and Child 
Development and NITI 
Aayog, was launched at 
Ura Hotel in Kohima on 
September 8. Rashtriya 
Poshan Maah is a pro-
gramme that seeks to 
synergise efforts by lev-
eraging technology and 
take nutrition awareness 
to the level of  movement. 

Speaking at the 
launching programme, 
Secretary of Social Wel-
fare department, Sarah 
R Ritse informed that 
Prof. Alongla P Aier was 
selected as the brand 
ambassador of Rashtriya 
Poshan Maah. Ritse de-
scribed Aier as a woman 
of faith, and a woman 
who had done much for 
the nutrition and health 
of women and children.

Launching the pro-
gramme, Aier stated that 
the rate of under-nutri-
tion remains very high 
in India. 48% children 
under the age of five are 
stunted due to chronic 
under-nutrition. She 
added that 36% of Indian 
women are chronically 
undernourished and are 
affected more than men 
due to specific nutrition 
needs of women dur-
ing adolescence, preg-
nancy, and lactation. 
Aier further added that 
under-nourished chil-
dren were likely to suffer 
from infections leading 
to early deaths, whereas 
women are at greater risk 
of complications during 
pregnancy which hinder 
India’s socio-economic 
development especially 
in the fight to reduce pov-
erty

The goal of Poshan 
Abhiyaan is to achieve 
improvement in nutri-
tional status of children, 
adolescent girls, preg-
nant women, and lactat-
ing mothers in the next 
three years, she informed. 
It also aimed at reaching 
to every household with 
the message of nutri-
tion, creating platforms, 
campaigns and common 
messages which she as-
sured that it can be a sure 
sign of success if carried 
out in unity.

Joint secretary, Youth 
Resources & Sports, 
Lima who also spoke 
on the occasion said 
that the department of 
Youth Resources and 
Sports would be initiat-
ing ‘Yuva Shakti Rally’ 
on Sep. 15 to spread the 
message of Rashtriya 
Poshan Maah.

Sarah R Ritse speaking at the launch of the Rashtriya Poshan Maah, in Kohima.

Students urged to accept 
challenges as an opportunity
Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): The sub-
division police officer of Pfutsero 
Aotula Imchen has urged students 
to accept challenges as an op-
portunity and to understand the 
demand of their exams, get into a 
good study circle, and to cultivate 
good habits. 

Addressing the a seminar on 
‘Career Guidance and Skill Devel-
opment’ at Pfutsero Govt. College 
on Sep.8, the officer stated career 
guidance to be very personal con-
cept as different personalities will 

also trigger different career. She 
said career defines status and one 
has to work it out. She stressed on 
the principle of focus, strong deci-
sion and humility. 

To define one’s own vocation, 
she said one should posses self 
awareness and distinguished one’s 
passion, interest, skills and find 
motivation. 

In her final personal note she 
insinuated to always put God first 
and take risk with no fear but rather 
with consistency. 

In the second session, Trainer 
Yangermongla I Pongen, NCDC 
Youth Net spoke on ‘Skills Develop-
ment.’ She deliberated on three soft 
skills – listening, attitude and com-
munication. 

Pongen enlightened the gath-
ering by making them to self ex-
amine the words listening and 
hearing.

She said attitude is another skill 
which every individual needs to re-
flect and pointed out that it comes 
in positive and negative attitudes. 

Having a positive attitude with con-
fidence breed success, solution, 
loyalty and enhances responsibili-
ties, she said. 

Emphasizing on the communi-
cation skill, she said it demands not 
just the ability to convey but it is 
also the ability to captivate with im-
mense self presence and interest.           

The seminar was organized by 
the alumni association of the col-
lege in collaboration with Career 
Counseling and Placement Cell of 
Pfutsero Govt. College.

Gold slips INR 100 on global cues, 
low demand; silver rebounds
New Delhi, Sep. 8 (PTI): 
Falling for the second 
straight day, gold prices 
declined by INR 100 to 
INR 31,350 per 10 grams 
at the bullion market Sat-
urday on a sluggish over-
seas trend and softness 
in local demand.

However, silver 
bounced back by INR 275 
to INR 37,775 per kg due 
to increased offtake from 
industrial units and coin 
makers.

Marketmen said 
apart from a weak trend 
overseas, easing demand 
from local jewellers and 
retailers at the domestic 
spot market weighed on 
gold prices.

Globally, gold prices 
fell 0.28 per cent to USD 

1,196.20 an ounce in New 
York in yesterday’s trade 
following upbeat US jobs 
data that strengthened 
the dollar and eroded 
demand for the precious 
metals as a safe haven.

In the national capi-
tal, gold of 99.9 per cent 
and 99.5 per cent purity 
drifted further lower by 
INR 100 to INR 31,350 
and INR 31,200 per 10 
grams, respectively. 

The precious metal 
had shed Rs 60 yesterday.

Sovereign, however, 
remained steady at INR 
24,500 per piece of eight 
grams.

On the other hand, 
silver ready rebounded 
by INR 275 to INR 37,775 
per kg and weekly-based 
delivery gained INR 140 
to INR 37,165 per kg.

Silver coins, however, 
continued to be traded at 
the previous level of INR 
72,000 for buying and 
INR 73,000 for selling of 
100 pieces.

SCCTE welcomes new trainees 
Dimapur, Sep. 8 (EMN): 
Salt Christian College of 
Teacher Education (SC-
CTE), Dimapur welcomed 
its fresh students in a pro-
gramme on Sep. 5 which 
coincided with the Teach-
ers’ Day celebration at 
Meren Chapel Hall. 

The programme which 
was organized by the SC-
CTE Students’ Union (SC-
CTESU), witnessed an 
array of activities through-
out the day. 

The SCCTE Student’s 
Union General Secretary, 
Vibovi S. Jimomi, while 
warmly welcoming the 
freshers to the family of 
professionals and shared 
his gratitude for their pres-
ence and contributions 
towards the success of the 
programme. He also wel-
comed the teachers, since 
it coincided with the Teach-
ers’ Day celebration and 
paid rich tribute to them.  

In forming this in a 
press release, the Info. 
and Publicity Secy. of SC-
CTESU, Dikhu Esalung 
stated that the college 
Pr i n c i p a l ,  Dr.  M  Roy 
Choudhury expressed her 
sincere gratitude for or-
ganizing the freshers meet 
and warmly welcomed 
the freshers and at the 
same time encouraged the 
trainees to work hard and 
bring laurels to the col-
lege. While sharing about 
the college, Choudhury 
informed that the SCCTE 
is one of the oldest and 
first among the many B.Ed 
colleges in Nagaland. 

Speaking on behalf 
of 1st Sem. trainees as a 
freshman, Soyingi Odyuo 

expressed gratitude to 
the institute for warm-
ly welcoming them and 
conveyed a message that 
they will not engage in any 
kind of malpractice of any 
manner but will be obe-
dient and work towards 
bringing honour to the 
institution. 

Senior trainee, Diku 
Esalung, while address-
ing the juniors, encour-
aged them to build better 
relationships and help 
each other in their profes-
sional journey. He empha-
sized on the importance of 
learning from each other 
as each individual has got 
own unique talents. 

The SCCTESU Asst. 
games and sports secy. 
Usha Kumari, presented a 
token of love and honor to 
teachers and the freshers 
after which, Rev.Thebemo 
Yanthan, campus Chap-
lin, pronounced a spe-
cial prayer invoking God’s 
blessings on the teachers 
and trainees. 

Other highlights of the 
programme included the 
presentation of a prayer-
ful musical piece titled 
“Prayer for You” by Ro-
salien of 3rd Sem. B.Ed.  
Daniel Hojai of 1st Sem. 
and Methnyei Konyak, 
games and sports secy. 
SCCTESU, also enthralled 
the audience with a dance 
and a melodious Hindi 
track respectively. 

The star attraction of 
the event was the selec-
tion of the Mr. and Miss. 
Fresher where Daniel Ho-
jai and Jennifer Pashel 
were declared Mr. and 
Miss. Freshers’ 2018 .
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PATH
They Smelled Like Christ
BIBLE READ:  2 CORINTHIANS 2:14–17
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ 

among those who are being saved. 
~  2 Corinthians 2:15

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Teacher Within Me 
“Education is the passport 
to the future, for tomorrow 

belongs to those who 
prepare for it today.”

Malcom X. 

The future of the Nagas rests 
upon the youths and chil-
dren of today. Enlightened 

by these words of Malcom X, I 
set my only goal, to prepare the 
young for the future through edu-

cation. All determination, focus 
and dedication was given to se-
cure the top rank in my depart-
ment in the exams conducted by 
the RMSA as it provided platform 
to fulfil my goal and with God’s 
grace I succeeded. With mounting 
challenges and struggles I dedi-
cated myself completely to my 
service, posted at a very remote 
village with no proper transpor-
tation and basic sanitation, no 

allowances and benefits. Yet my 
dedication won over discourage-
ments. Then came the challenge 
of survival, teaching without pay 
(untimely release of monthly sal-
ary) added by a shocker, ‘historic 
deduction of salaries.’  Now at the 
crossroad of survival and dedica-
tion, the government’s response 
only adds salt to the wounds. 
Nightmares and sleepless nights 
for insecurity and the students 

deprived of deserving education 
has immensely saddened me and 
all the aggrieved teachers alike, 
spending the day in prayer and 
defeat as the world honoured and 
celebrated teachers day.  

I the least of all dream to pre-
pare the young for the daunting 
task ahead, and so do my col-
leagues who dream the same, to 
produce the best of our young, 
yet at the least we NEED to EAT to 

TEACH. Yet humility and selfless 
sacrifice wins over all forces, we go 
back to our schools and make our 
final sacrifice as we prepare our 
students for the upcoming board 
exams. This is not an acceptance 
of defeat, this is victory by humil-
ity. Hence I sincerely and in all 
humility request the Government 
to uphold the spirit of justice and 
equality. As the Government re-
views the memorandum, we pray 

that the spirit of “change” as pro-
fessed by our present Government 
be realized by your kind authority 
today. May God allow “change” to 
win over insecurities and people 
of Nagaland may no longer hope 
that “Change is Coming” but may 
proudly say “Change has Come.” 

Kuknalim 

Newka 
NRMSATA 2016

What in the world?
I was reading Psalm 128 and I thought, 
Surely this passage is used to promote the 
prosperity gospel:
Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord,
who walks in his ways!
You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your 
hands;
you shall be blessed, and it shall be well 
with you. (vv. 1-2)
I kept reading:
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.
Behold, thus shall the man be blessed
who fears the Lord. (vv. 3-4)

Now I’m even more confused, I thought. 
What about homes that never see the bless-
ing of children? Does this psalm apply 
equally to them?

Five Principles for Confusing  
Bible Passages

Let’s be honest: Scripture can be confusing 
sometimes. As we grow in our knowledge 
of the whole Bible story, we run into these 
passages that can feel like roadblocks on a 
straight-and-narrow journey. So what do 
we do with them? How do we make sense of 
confusing Scripture passages?

1. Read the Surrounding Verses.
From the pulpit, Pastor Colin Smith often 
says, “Interpret Scripture in light of Scrip-
ture.” This is sound wisdom because all of 
God’s Word is breathed out by him and is 
useful for our growth (2 Timothy 3:16). It’s 
perfect and without error, which means 
God cannot contradict himself. So, if a 
verse or passage seems difficult, confus-

ing, or misplaced, we interpret it in light of 
what directly surrounds it. Ask the following 
questions:

What did the author say immediately 
before and after?

What did they say in the previous 
chapter(s)?

What’s the message of the book as a 
whole?

Seek answers to these questions, and 
you’ll find you have a much clearer idea of 
what’s intended in the initial passage. Let’s 
apply this principle to Psalm 128:

Psalm 128. The surrounding psalms 
were written upon the return of God’s peo-
ple from exile. God had restored their for-
tunes and blessed them by delivering them 
from their enemies and bringing them 

home. What the psalmist writes isn’t, “If 
you’re good, God will bless you,” but “God 
has been good to you and has restored that 
which you lost when you were in exile.” It 
would’ve been clear to God’s people that 
this blessing was far from what they de-
served for the very sin that sent them into 
captivity—yet God was faithful and kind to 
them.

2. Think Similar and Different.
Now consider the whole of Scripture and 
where you’ve seen similar words or themes. 
Ask, Where have I seen this before? You 
can also ask where you’ve read something 
seemingly contrary to what you’re reading, 
which will shed light on the meaning of the 
present verses.

Psalm 128. I read the word “blessed” and 
immediately think of Jesus’ words in the 
Beatitudes: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mat-
thew 5:3). The poor in spirit are those who 
fear the Lord (Psalm 128:1), who recognize 
their sin and confess their eternal need for 
a Savior. Jesus says that God’s kingdom will 
be theirs—and to have such blessing is the 
ultimate way in which “it shall be well with 
[them]” (v. 2). So Psalm 128 isn’t necessarily 
about God promising earthly prosperity—
although blessing does come from “the la-
bor of [our] hands”—but eternal prosperity, 
the good and security of our souls.

3. Consult Sound Commentaries.
One of God’s good gifts to the Church 
throughout the centuries has been com-
mentary on Scripture, written by learned, 
wise theologians who love God and his 
Word. We should always try to interpret 
what we’re reading with the help of the 
Spirit and other Scriptures before reading 
other interpretations since they can influ-
ence our thinking. (Of course, we want to 
be influenced for good—but we’ll grow 
more in studying Scripture as we seek our 
own interpretation first, even if it gets cor-
rected).

Psalm 128. English minister Joseph Car-
yl clarifies the meaning of verse 4: God ex-
tends his goodness both in family blessing 
and in spiritual blessing. He says,

…the man fearing God shall be blessed 
more than [with wife and children]: his 
blessing shall come in the best way (Psalms 
128:5): “The Lord shall bless thee out of 
Zion”; his temporal mercies shall come in 
a spiritual way, yea, he shall have spiritual 
blessings: “He shall bless thee out of Zion”; 
and he shall have blessings beyond his own 
walls: “Thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem 
all the days of thy life. Yea, thou shalt see thy 

children’s children, and peace upon Israel.”

4. Study the Passage with Other Believers.
If a passage of Scripture still confuses you 
after seeking context and reading commen-
taries, ask a friend or small group to look at 
the verses with you. Share your struggles 
with it, pray together for the Spirit’s clarity 
and help, and discuss it.

Some of the most enlightening mo-
ments for me have happened with other 
believers, as they explained truth to me in 
a fresh way and guided my interpretation 
of God’s Word. Who might you ask to open 
the Bible with you? What burning questions 
could you bring to your small group this 
week?

5. Submit Yourself to God's Word.
Ultimately, the secret things belong to the 
Lord (Deuteronomy 29:29). We won’t be 
able to grasp everything we read fully, nor 
will all our questions be answered. If we 
could wrap our minds around God—all 
he is, all he’s planned, and all he’s said—
he wouldn’t be worthy of our worship. His 
ways and thoughts are infinitely higher 
than ours, and this is the way it should be 
(Isaiah 55:9)!

So, at the end of the day, when we can’t 
fully understand what we’re reading, we 
choose to trust the One who speaks with-
out error. We trust his invitation that when 
we seek him with all our hearts, we will find 
him (Jeremiah 29:13). We trust in Christ’s 
promise to give us the Helper, the Spirit of 
truth, who will guide, counsel, and lead us 
into truth (John 15:26).

And the more we hunger to know him 
more and treasure the infinite depths of his 
Word, the more we will worship.

Kristen Wetherell is a writer, Bible 
teacher, and the content manager of 

Unlocking the Bible.

P
regnant women can 
safely limit their 
weight gain with 
diet and exercise in-

terventions, the results of 
a group of trials by the US 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) show.

Many overweight and 
obese women gain too much 
weight during pregnancy, 
further ratcheting up the al-
ready increased risk of seri-
ous complications for them-
selves and their babies such 
as childhood obesity or dia-
betes.

"This is an important 
study because it affirms that 
women can change behav-
iours to control the amount 
of weight gained in preg-
nancy," said lead author Alan 
Peaceman from the North-
western University Feinberg 
School of Medicine, US.

However, the reduced 
weight gain -- about four 
pounds per woman -- did 
not result in fewer obstetri-
cal complications, including 
caesarean sections, diabetes, 
hypertension, and preec-
lampsia, or change the aver-
age birth weight of the baby.

It could be because "by 

the time these women are 
already in the second tri-
mester, it may already be late 
to change important out-
comes", Peaceman said. 

"To lower the risk of ob-
stetrical complications, they 
may have to start changing 
their lifestyle before or im-
mediately after they con-
ceive," he noted.

For the study, published 
in the journal Obesity, the 
teams recruited 1,150 par-
ticipants (579 women had 
the lifestyle intervention, 571 
had standard care), which 
ran from the second trimes-
ter to birth. 

Each trial offered a varied 
lifestyle intervention but all 
aimed to improve diet quality 
and reduce calories, increase 
physical activity and incor-
porate behaviour strategies 
such as self-monitoring.

Overweight and obese 
women are a critical group 
to target because they have 
higher rates of excess preg-
nancy weight gain and of 
retaining that weight post-
partum. They are also more 
likely to have children who 
are obese. 

Source: IANS

C
onsuming whole-
grains such as a slice 
of rye bread or a 
bowl of oat porridge 

daily can prevent the devel-
opment of Type-2 diabetes, 
finds a study.

The study, led by re-
searchers from the Chalm-
ers University of Technol-
ogy in Gothenburg, Sweden, 
showed that it made no dif-
ference which type of who-
legrain product or cereal the 
participants ate -- ryebread, 
oatmeal, and muesli, for ex-
ample, seem to offer the same 
protection against Type-2 
diabetes.

What is more important 
is how much wholegrain one 
eats each day, they said.

In the study, men with the 
highest wholegrain intake 
-- at least 50 grams of whole-
grain each day, correspond-
ing to a portion of oatmeal 
porridge, and one slice of 
rye bread --had a 34 per cent 
lower risk of diabetes, while 
women had 22 per cent lower 
risk, than people who had 
eaten less wholegrain. 

"Most studies similar to 
ours have previously been 
conducted in the US, where 
people mainly get their who-
legrain from wheat," said Rik-
ard Landberg, Professor at the 

varsity. 
"We wanted to see if there 

was a difference between dif-
ferent cereals. One might ex-
pect there would be, because 
they contain different types 
of dietary fibre and bioac-
tive substances, which have 
been shown to influence risk 
factors for Type-2 diabetes," 
Landberg added.

For the study, appearing 
in The Journal of Nutrition, 
the team included 55,000 
participants, over a long time 
span -- 15 years. 

Wholegrains are defined 
as consisting of all three main 
components of the grain ker-
nel: endosperm, germ, and 
bran. Those who avoid all ce-

reals, in an attempt to follow 
a low carb diet, therefore lose 
out on the positive health ef-
fects of wholegrain, which 
come principally from the 
bran and the germ. 

According to Landberg, 
cereals, and carbohydrates in 
general, should not be avoid-
ed in diet.

"Carbohydrates are a very 
varied group of foodstuffs, 
including sugar, starch, and 
fibre. We should discuss these 
more individually, and not 
throw them together in one 
group, because they have 
totally different effects on 
our physiology and health," 
Landberg noted. 

Source: IANS

G
enetic factors ac-
count for about 60 
per cent of academic 
success, even after 

accounting for intelligence, 
finds a study.

For many years, research 
has linked educational 
achievement to life trajecto-
ries, such as occupational sta-
tus, health or happiness. 

But, the study explains that 
genes have substantial influ-
ence on academic success. 
The kids were highly stable 
throughout schooling, mean-
ing that most students who 
started off well in primary 
school continued to do well 
until graduation. 

"Around two-thirds of in-
dividual differences in school 
achievement are explained 
by differences in children's 
DNA," said Margherita Malan-
chini, a psychology postdoc-
toral fellow at the University of 
Texas at Austin. 

"But less is known about 
how these factors contribute 
to an individual's academic 
success overtime," Malanchini 
added.

However, that does not 
mean that an individual was 
simply born smart, research-
ers explained. Even after ac-

counting for intelligence, 
genes still explained about 60 
per cent of the continuity of 
academic achievement.

"Our findings should pro-
vide additional motivation to 
identify children in need of 
interventions as early as possi-
ble, as the problems are likely 
to remain throughout the 
school years," said Kaili Rim-
feld, a postdoctoral researcher 
at the King's College London.

For the study, published 
in npj Science of Learning, 
the team analysed test scores 
from primary through the end 
of compulsory education of 
more than 6,000 pairs of twins.

Genetic factors explained 
about 70 per cent of this sta-
bility, while the twins shared 
environment contributed to 
about 25 per cent, and their 
nonshared environment, such 
as different friends or teachers, 
contributed to the remaining 5 
per cent.

However, at times grades 
did change, such as a drop 
in grades between primary 
and secondary school. Those 
changes, researchers said, can 
be explained largely by non-
shared environmental factors. 

Source: IANS

Hot and dusty, Bob dismounted from the bus he had ridden to a city far from home. He was tired from a 
long day of travel and grateful that he would be able to have dinner with friends of friends who lived in 
the area. They welcomed him in, and he immediately felt a sense of peace. He felt at home, comfort-
able, safe, and valued.

Later, wondering why he had felt such peace in an unfamiliar place, Bob found an answer in 2 Corinthians. 
The apostle Paul describes people who follow God as having the “pleasing aroma of Christ.” “That’s exactly it!” 
Bob said to himself. His hosts had “smelled like” Christ.

When Paul says that God leads His people in Christ’s “triumphal procession” spreading the fragrance 
of His truth, he’s referring to a practice in the ancient world. Victorious armies would burn incense as they 
marched through the streets. For their supporters, the smell brought joy. In the same way, Paul says the people 
of God carry a pleasing fragrance to those who believe. It isn’t something we create on our own but something 
God gives as He leads us in spreading the knowledge of Him.

Bob is my dad, and that trip to a faraway town took place more than forty years ago, but he’s never forgot-
ten it. He’s still telling the story of the people who smelled like Christ.

Heavenly Father, thank You for leading Your people in triumph and spreading the fragrance of 
Your truth through us.

Who smells like Christ to you?

How to Make Sense of Confusing Bible Passages

Losing Weight Through 
Diet, Exercise in 

Pregnancy Safe — Study

Eat Rye, Oats, or Wheat Daily 
to Ward Off Diabetes Risk

Genes Have Over 60% 
Influence On Academic 

Success — Study
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There could be peo-
ple who try to convince you that you’re wrong 
about something, Aries. Don’t fall into the trap 
of thinking that you’re inferior just because 

you don’t agree with someone on an issue. Focus on your 
creativity today. You can combine your incredible artistic 
talent with pure intellectual genius for a dynamite swing 
that will knock any ball clear out of the park.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There’s an ad-
venturous side to today that you should 
latch onto. Try not to get weighed down by 
the little things in your life that don’t really 

matter much. Look at the big picture and understand 
the importance of having great breadth of vision. 
There’s a whole world to explore out there, Taurus, so 
get going. There may be a few surprises today, so be 
ready for anything.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Unexpected 
people and events are likely to crop up today 
just as you’re longing for adventure. Feel free 
to hop aboard a train to an unknown destina-

tion, Gemini. It’s better to regret the things you’ve done 
than regret the things you haven’t done. Take this to 
heart as you plan your day. There’s no shortage of fun 
out there - you just need to find it.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It’s extremely 
important that you not be too possessive 
today, especially when it comes to other 
people, Cancer. You have important re-

lationships with the people around you, and you’ll 
find that in order to maintain them, it’s best to let 
those people live their lives the way they want. 
Don’t think that people belong to you, because they 
don’t.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Matters regarding 
love and romance are in your favor today, 
Leo. You’ll find that love comes to you when 
you least expect it. There’s a powerful cre-

ative force within you that will be most rewarding if you 
put it to use for some sort of artistic endeavor. A strong 
yet erratic urge may call you into action, so be ready to 
respond with your entire being.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  Realize that you 
might have to leave some things to chance to-
day, because you probably aren’t going to be 
able to control all that you’d like to under the 

circumstances, Virgo. Although it may be comfortable 
for you to try to fit things into their perfect spots, you’ll 
find that this may not be the best way to conduct your 
business, especially on a day like this.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Things should be 
going quite well for you today, Libra, especially 
in the love and romance department. You’ll 
find that there is a magical, adventuresome 

spirit when you connect with others. Take advantage of 
this courageous energy and put it to good use in whatever 
way you see fit. Bring an extra element of excitement into 
your world tonight with someone very special to you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Express your in-
dependence today, Scorpio, and prove to oth-
ers that you won’t be pushed around anymore. 
Do things for yourself and have fun while you 

do it. Your heart will know which way is the right way to 
proceed. Don’t be fooled by those who try to tell you oth-
erwise. Success comes when you can initiate others into 
your world instead of you being seduced by theirs.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Things 
relating to love and romance are in your fa-
vor today, Sagittarius, although you may find 
that issues of this nature might be unpredict-

able. Lovers could be present one moment and MIA 
the next, but these are the risks you take when you 
deal with love. Find a balance that doesn’t get you so 
wrapped up in someone else that you’re hurt if his or 
her eyes turn elsewhere.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): It might 
feel like there’s a hole in your heart today, 
Capricorn, and you could have a hard time 
filling it. Remember that you’re the one re-

sponsible for making sure this void is taken care of. If 
you insist that someone else fill the gap, you’re setting 
yourself up for disappointment. Do something nice for 
yourself and feel free to spend a little money to make 
yourself happy.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Issues re-
garding love and romance are at a climactic 
point right now, Aquarius, and you could be 
rather combative. Your energy in this area 

may come in waves, and you’re likely to be so charged 
up about the situation that you feel like a time bomb 
ready to explode. Don’t destroy something wonderful 
by wanting a great deal more than you really need.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Don’t expect a 
great deal of sensitivity from others when it 
comes to issues concerning love and beauty 
today, Pisces. People are apt to be in their 

own little worlds. It may be hard for you to relate to 
them now. Trying to sway others to your point of view 
could be possible, but it may be quite difficult and, 
more importantly, not worth the effort.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Samuel Virtue | The Conversation

Thomas Kitching | thewire.in

Joel Coats | The Conversation

Diabetes: New Test Could Detect the Disease Much Earlier

The Universe’s Rate of Expansion is in Dispute 
– We May Need New Physics to Solve It

Why Plant-Based Mosquito 
Repellents Are So Hard to Design

As new data demonstrates that the universe may be expanding at 
differing rates, a new cosmological model is required.

T
he glucose tolerance test is the 
standard method for detecting dia-
betes. But our new study suggests 
that a different test can identify the 

disease earlier than the glucose tolerance 
test.

Diabetes kills 3.4m people worldwide 
each year, and this figure is expected to 
continue rising. It kills people by causing 
secondary diseases, such as heart disease, 
stroke and kidney failure. And the longer 
diabetes remains untreated, the greater the 
risk of developing these diseases, so early 
detection is vital.

Diabetes is detected when the body can 
no longer regulate its own blood sugar lev-
els. Blood sugar is controlled by insulin, a 
hormone made in the pancreas. This hor-
mone lowers blood glucose by making the 
body’s cells take it up, where it is stored or 
used for energy.

There are two major forms of diabetes: 
type 1 and type 2. Type 1 is an autoimmune 
disease where the body destroys the cells 
in the pancreas that produce insulin. Type 
2 is a progressive disease where the body 
first becomes resistant to insulin. Initially, 
the body makes more insulin to keep blood 
sugar levels in check, but the pancreas then 

wears out and blood glucose levels become 
dangerously high.
Fat as the new marker
In type 2 diabetes, the body’s cells be-
come resistant to the effects of insulin 
before diabetes develops. This made us 
wonder whether we could detect earlier 
stages of the disease, when the body is 
insulin resistant but before the pancreas 
has worn out and blood glucose levels 
have increased. We focused on investigat-
ing how the body becomes unresponsive 
to insulin. And to do so, we considered 
fat, not glucose.

Obesity is now established as the lead-
ing cause of type 2 diabetes. One of the 
main ways that obesity is thought to cause 
diabetes is by the body fat (adipose tissue) 
not working properly.

Healthy adipose tissue takes up the fat 
we consume and stores it until it is needed 
for fuel, such as at night when we are asleep. 
When obese people eat a meal their adi-
pose tissue does not take up the fat. Instead, 
the fat is directed into other organs, such as 
the liver and muscle where it causes insulin 
resistance.

Insulin acts as a signal and attaches to 
a receiver on the outside of cells called the 
insulin receptor. The insulin receptor acti-
vates lots of other signals inside the mus-

cles or liver that tell them what to do, such 
as: take up glucose. But when the cell is full 
of fat, it muffles the signals, making them 
quieter. The fact the cells don’t respond to 
insulin makes them “insulin resistant”. The 
body tries to get around this by turning up 
the amount of insulin to make the cells take 
up the right amount of glucose, overcoming 
the effects of the fat.
Strong evidence
The concept that faulty adipose tissue can 
cause insulin resistance and diabetes is 
strongly supported by evidence from peo-
ple with lipodystrophy – a condition where 
the body has no adipose tissue. People with 
this condition have severe insulin resist-
ance and diabetes.

Importantly, the adipose tissue of obese 
people is also bad at releasing fat when they 
are asleep, meaning that obese people have 
to use lots of glucose when they are sleep-
ing to provide energy.

The test doctors use to diagnose diabe-
tes is called the glucose tolerance test. It is 
usually performed in the morning before 
people have eaten. The person is then giv-
en a drink containing glucose (sugar), and 
blood samples are taken over the next two 
hours.

People (and mice) are classed as having 
diabetes if they show high blood glucose 

levels during the test. But we suspected that 
some obese people would pass the test be-
cause their adipose tissue does not release 
enough fat and their body is primed to use 
glucose in fasted states, such as when they 
are asleep.

Conversely, if we gave obese people 
a large meal, the fat they should store in 
adipose tissue would go to organs, such as 
muscle, and cause insulin resistance, caus-
ing them to have high blood glucose.
Milkshake test
To study how fat causes insulin resistance 
and diabetes, we used mice lacking a gene 
called PPARy2. Removing the gene PPARy2 
prevents adipose tissue from both taking 
up and releasing fat, mimicking what is 
seen in obese people.

Despite their fat not working properly, 
we already know that mice lacking PPARy2 
appear healthy according to the glucose 
tolerance test. We now wanted to see if we 
could detect their defective fat using a large 
meal test. But there was a problem: how do 
you get a mouse to eat more food?

We exploited the fact that mice are 
normally fed a very boring diet, similar to 
rusks. When we switched mice to a tastier 
diet, high in fat, we realised they ate twice 
as much as normal for the first 24 hours 
after receiving the diet. We collected blood 

samples before and after the 24-hour over-
feeding period to see if blood glucose and 
insulin increased.

We tested both normal mice and mice 
lacking PPARy2 with our overfeeding chal-
lenge. Normal mice increased their insulin 
levels twofold and kept their blood glucose 
levels normal. But mice lacking PPARy2 
increased their insulin levels tenfold fol-
lowing the overfeeding challenge and had 
increased blood glucose levels, indicating 
that they were metabolically impaired.

Importantly, we conducted these tests 
in young mice, equivalent to people in their 
early twenties and at an age when their glu-
cose tolerance tests were normal. Finally, 
we determined that when mice with defec-
tive adipose tissue reached middle age they 
became metabolically ill, even if they ate a 
healthy diet.

Our study suggests that it may be pos-
sible to detect some people with metabolic 
disease earlier by replacing the glucose in a 
glucose tolerance test with a calorific milk-
shake containing glucose, fat and protein. 
The next step will be to compare the ability 
of the glucose tolerance test and the milk-
shake test to predict future diabetes devel-
opment in humans.

Samuel Virtue is senior research associate 
at the University of Cambridge

N
ext time you eat a blueberry 
(or chocolate chip) muffin 
consider what happened to 
the blueberries in the batter 

as it was baked. The blueberries started 
off all squished together, but as the muf-
fin expanded they started to move away 
from each other. If you could sit on one 
blueberry you would see all the others 
moving away from you, but the same 
would be true for any blueberry you 
chose. In this sense galaxies are a lot like 
blueberries.

Since the Big Bang, the universe has 
been expanding. The strange fact is that 
there is no single place from which the 
universe is expanding, but rather all gal-
axies are (on average) moving away from 
all the others. From our perspective in 
the Milky Way galaxy, it seems as though 
most galaxies are moving away from us – 
as if we are the centre of our muffin-like 
universe. But it would look exactly the 
same from any other galaxy – everything 
is moving away from everything else.

To make matters even more confus-
ing, new observations suggest that the 
rate of this expansion in the universe 
may be different depending on how far 
away you look back in time. This new 
data, published in the Astrophysical 
Journal, indicates that it may time to re-
vise our understanding of the cosmos.

Hubble’s challenge
Cosmologists characterise the uni-
verse’s expansion in a simple law known 
as Hubble’s Law (named after Edwin 
Hubble – although in fact many other 
people preempted Hubble’s discovery). 
Hubble’s Law is the observation that 
more distant galaxies are moving away 
at a faster rate. This means that galaxies 
that are close by are moving away rela-
tively slowly by comparison.

The relationship between the speed 
and the distance of a galaxy is set by 
“Hubble’s Constant”, which is about 44 
miles (70km) per second per Mega Par-
sec (a unit of length in astronomy). What 
this means is that a galaxy gains about 
50,000 miles per hour for every million 
light years it is away from us. In the time 
it takes you to read this sentence a galaxy 
at one million light years’ distance moves 
away by about an extra 100 miles.

This expansion of the universe, with 
nearby galaxies moving away more slow-
ly than distant galaxies, is what one ex-
pects for a uniformly expanding cosmos 
with dark energy (an invisible force that 
causes the universe’s expansion to ac-
celerate ) and dark matter (an unknown 
and invisible form of matter that is five 
times more common than normal mat-
ter). This is what one would also observe 
of blueberries in an expanding muffin.

The history of the measurement of 
Hubble’s Constant has been fraught with 
difficulty and unexpected revelations. In 
1929, Hubble himself thought the value 
must be about 342,000 miles per hour 
per million light years – about ten times 
larger than what we measure now. Preci-
sion measurements of Hubble’s Constant 
over the years is actually what led to the 
inadvertent discovery of dark energy. The 
quest to find out more about this mys-
terious type of energy, which makes up 
70% of the energy of the universe, has 
inspired the launch of the world’s (cur-
rently) best space telescope, named after 
Hubble.

Cosmic showstopper
Now it seems that this difficulty may be 
continuing as a result of two highly pre-
cise measurements that don’t agree with 
each other. Just as cosmological meas-
urements have became so precise that 
the value of the Hubble constant was 
expected to be known once and for all, it 
has been found instead that things don’t 
make sense. Instead of one we now have 
two showstopping results.

On the one side we have the new very 
precise measurements of the Cosmic Mi-
crowave Background – the afterglow of 
the Big Bang – from the Planck mission, 
that has measured the Hubble Constant 
to be about 46,200 miles per hour per 
million light years (or using cosmolo-
gists’ units 67.4 km/s/Mpc).

On the other side we have new meas-
urements of pulsating stars in local gal-
axies, also extremely precise, that has 
measured the Hubble Constant to be 
50,400 miles per hour per million light 
years (or using cosmologists units 73.4 
km/s/Mpc). These are closer to us in 
time.

Both these measurements claim their 
result is correct and very precise. The 
measurements’ uncertainties are only 

about 300 miles per hour per million 
light years, so it really seems like there 
is a significant difference in movement. 
Cosmologists refer to this disagreement 
as “tension” between the two measure-
ments – they are both statistically pulling 
results in different directions, and some-
thing has to snap.

New physics?
So what’s going to snap? At the moment 
the jury is out. It could be that our cos-
mological model is wrong. What is be-
ing seen is that the universe is expand-
ing faster nearby than we would expect 
based on more distant measurements. 
The Cosmic Microwave Background 
measurements don’t measure the local 
expansion directly, but rather infer this 
via a model – our cosmological model. 
This has been tremendously successful 
at predicting and describing many ob-
servational data in the universe.

So while this model could be wrong, 
nobody has come up with a simple con-
vincing model that can explain this and, 
at the same time, explain everything else 
we observe. For example we could try 
and explain this with a new theory of 
gravity, but then other observations don’t 
fit. Or we could try and explain it with a 
new theory of dark matter or dark en-
ergy, but then further observations don’t 
fit – and so on. So if the tension is due to 
new physics, it must be complex and un-
known.

A less exciting explanation could be 
that there are “unknown unknowns” in 
the data caused by systematic effects, 
and that a more careful analysis may one 
day reveal a subtle effect that has been 
overlooked. Or it could just be statistical 
fluke, that will go away when more data 
is gathered.

It is presently unclear what combina-
tion of new physics, systematic effects 
or new data will resolve this tension, but 
something has to give. The expanding 
muffin picture of the universe may not 
work anymore, and cosmologists are in 
a race to win a “great cosmic bake-off” 
to explain this result. If new physics is 
required to explain these new measure-
ments, then the result will be a showstop-
ping change of our picture of the cosmos.

Thomas Kitching is a reader in  
Astrophysics, UCL.

A
s humanity experiences relentless 
pressures from disease-carrying mos-
quitoes in many parts of the world, 
there is an urgent need for new tools 

to use against those beasts – because they 
keep getting scarier.

Even though DEET remains the most 
commonly used, and most powerful, mos-
quito repellent ever developed, scientists are 
actively pursuing effective products based en-
tirely on plant oils, some tracing their roots to 
traditional remedies. The advantages of these 
plant-derived repellents are their pleasant fra-
grance, and nice feeling on the skin and vapor 
action, but only if we can coax these natural 
compounds to last as long as today’s com-
mercial products. While DEET is an effective 
contact repellent, many people dislike the 
oily feel and smell on their skin, and some-
times skin irritations occur. One consequence 
is that military personnel are less inclined to 
comply with using DEET on the skin because 
it is unpleasant to use. This raises their risk of 
them contracting mosquito-borne diseases. 
Consumers are always interested in alterna-
tives to DEET and other synthetic repellents, 
so there are numerous natural repellents on 
the market.

In my lab at Iowa State University, my 
team and I have been conducting research on 
natural products as possible insect repellents 
for the past 20 years. We began by following 
up folklore regarding catnip oil, from the cat-
mint plant, and Osage orange (hedge apple) 
as repellents for insects and spiders. First we 
proved that they could repel these insects, 
and later we identified the individual chemi-
cals, called terpenes, in their oils that are re-
sponsible for their repellent action. These 
discoveries earned us three patents on those 
natural terpenes as repellents, and the rights 
were licensed to a California company.

The strongest natural repellents were fast-
acting but did not last very long. A few from 
the Osage orange had longer-lasting activity, 
but they were expensive to isolate from the 
fruit or synthesize in the lab. Many other plant 
essential oils, the “essence” of the plant, have 
been explored as insect repellents by our and 
many other laboratories, but virtually all of 
those natural repellents were too short-lived, 
providing protection from insects for lit-
tle more than one or two hours. Some of the 
best oils are lemongrass, cinnamon, and oil 
of citronella. Our group took up the challenge 
to design highly effective, long-lasting repel-
lents.

Since those earlier studies, my research 
group has focused on making derivatives of 
the best natural repellents in a quest to boost 

the repellent potency of the terpene that lasts 
up to eight hours in the laboratory. Three of 
my Ph.D. students – James Klimavicz, Caleb 
Corona and Edmund Norris – have contrib-
uted greatly to this project by designing, syn-
thesizing, purifying, characterizing and test-
ing more than 300 closely related chemicals 
derived from the best of the natural repellents 
like citronellol, menthol and thymol.

These students have successfully tested 
these derivatives against three species of 
mosquitoes: the yellow fever/Zika virus mos-
quito Aedes aegypti, the northern house mos-
quito which transmits West Nile virus, Culex 
pipiens, and the African malaria mosquito, 
Anopheles gambiae. In addition, they have 
evaluated the potency of the best ones against 
dog ticks and the deer tick, which transmits 
Lyme disease, and also house flies.

One group of the new repellents act 
through the air, much like citronella oil in 
yellow candles. These chemicals have a va-
por action that provides protection, and they 
are called “spatial” repellents, since they act 
through space. These are potentially most 
useful in backyards, parks, houses, barracks 
and horse barns. Another group of the new 
compounds are the classic “contact” repel-
lents that repel insects from standing on a 
treated surface, such as human skin, cloth-
ing or tents; collaborators at the USDA-ARS 
in Gainesville, Florida, and BioGents in Re-
gensburg, Germany, have conducted testing 
with humans to confirm the effectiveness and 
identify the very best ones.

My laboratory currently has a three-year 
grant from the Department of Defense’s De-
ployed War Fighter Protection Program to 
take the research and testing to the next level, 
beyond the laboratory. Our compounds are 
being tested by a commercial partner to ex-
plore whether spatial repellents can provide 
days or weeks of protection in a building or 
outdoor area.

They plan to test the best candidate for-
mulations against mosquitoes in field tests in 
Tanzania first, and then other countries in the 
tropics.

The new derivatives are being termed “bi-
orational” because they were designed from 
and made from the natural terpenes in plant 
essential oils. They maintain many of the ad-
vantages of the natural repellents: They are 
fully biodegradable, with no ecotoxicology 
concerns or environmental residues, and gen-
erally considered safe like the thousands of 
types of plant essential oils used in the flavor 
and fragrance industries. However, thorough 
toxicology testing will need to be conducted 
to determine if they are truly non-toxic.

Joel Coats is a distinguished professor of 
Entomology at Iowa State University
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Article 35-A: After panchayat polls, NC 
threatens to boycott assembly, LS elections

Separate counters at govt.-
run airports to offer tea, 
snacks at affordable rates

Outfits to which arrested activists 
belong are Maoist fronts — Police

Former Nepal PM calls on Modi

No Indians to be excluded 
from NRC — Rajnath Singh

UP govt’s attempt at rehabilitation of Muzaffarnagar 
riot victims ‘woefully inadequate’ — Amnesty

Protesting commuters 
block Eastern Railway’s 
Sealdah main line

INR 90 cr. bank fraud 
case: ED raids nine 
places in Tamil Nadu

PTI

NC president Farooq Abdullah pays tribute to his father-and-National Conference founder Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah on his 36th death anniversary, in Srinagar, Saturday.

PTI

 Home Minister Rajnath Singh during a gathering at North-East Students Festival, in New Delhi, Saturday.

PTI

Former prime minister of Nepal Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ calls on Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
in New Delhi, Saturday.

Srinagar, Sep. 8 (PTI): Days 
after the National Confer-
ence announced its deci-
sion to not participate in 
the panchayat and urban 
local bodies (ULB) elec-
tions, the party on Saturday 
threatened to boycott the 
assembly and parliamen-
tary polls too if the Centre 
does not take effective steps 
for protection of Article 
35-A.

Article 35-A, which was 
incorporated in the Con-
stitution by a 1954 Presi-
dential Order, accords spe-
cial rights and privileges to 
the citizens of Jammu and 
Kashmir and bars people 
from outside the state from 
acquiring any immovable 
property in the state. It is 
facing legal challenge in the 
Supreme Court.

“How can we go to our 
workers and ask them to 
come out to vote? First do 
justice to us and clear your 
(Centre) stand (on Article 
35-A). If your plan is that 
(weakening Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special position), 
then our ways are separate. 
Then we cannot have elec-
tions. Not only these (urban 
local bodies and pancha-
yat) polls, but we will also 
boycott the assembly and 
parliamentary elections 
then,” NC president Farooq 

Abdullah said here.
He was addressing par-

ty workers at a function 
here to mark the 36th death 
anniversary of his father 
and NC founder Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah.

The former chief min-
ister said his party was not 
running away from polls, 
but wanted the Centre to 
do justice with the people 

of Jammu and Kashmir first 
and take effective steps for 
the protection of the state’s 
special position.

“On one hand they 
(Centre) want to conduct 
polls here. On the other 
hand they want to revoke 
Article 35-A, Article 370 
has been weakened and 
there are also attacks on 
the (Jammu and Kashmir) 

Constitution,” Abdullah 
said.

He said the Centre and 
the state government hur-
riedly announced the the 
ULB and panchayat polls, 
which will be held next 
month in four and eight 
phases respectively.

“First they should have 
talked to us. They should 
have called every leader 

New Delhi, Sep. 8 (PTI): Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on Saturday as-
sured that no Indian national would be 
excluded from the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC).

Addressing the Northeast Students’ 
Festival here to welcome new students 
from the region to Delhi, Singh said the 
NRC was necessary to identify Indian citi-
zens and weed out illegal immigrants. 

“I want to say that no genuine Indian 
will be excluded from the NRC,” he said at 
the event organised by ‘My Home India’, 
an NGO founded by Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Sunil Deodhar. 

“It is absolutely necessary to know 
who are Indians and who are foreigners,” 
said Singh as he asserted that the update 
of the NRC, a list of Assam’s citizens, was 
carried out under the direct supervision 
of the Supreme Court.

Deodhar was the BJP in-charge in 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s constitu-
ency Varanasi during 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and a key architect of BJP’s victory in 
last assembly elections in Tripura.

The update of NRC, the massive 
Supreme Court-monitored exercise to 
identify genuine Indian nationals living 
in Assam excluded over 40 lakh people 

from the draft list published on July 30, 
creating a huge political controversy. 

The exercise aimed at identifying illegal 
immigrants in the state that borders Bang-
ladesh was carried out in Assam following 
a decision in 2005 after a series of meetings 
between the central and state governments 
and the influential All Assam Students’ 
Union (AASU). 

Assam, which faced influx of people 
from Bangladesh since the early 20th cen-
tury, is the only state having an NRC, first 
prepared in 1951. 

The current exercise, started in 2005 
under the then Congress regime got a ma-
jor push only after the BJP came to power 
in the state with illegal immigration from 
Bangladesh as a poll plank. 

When the NRC was first prepared in 
Assam way back in 1951, the state had 80 
lakh citizens then. 

As per 2011 census, Assam’s total 
population is over 3.11 crore. The proc-
ess of identification of illegal immigrants 
in Assam has been widely debated and 
become a contentious issue in the state’s 
politics. 

A six-year agitation demanding iden-
tification and deportation of illegal immi-
grants was launched by the AASU in 1979.

that they plan to conduct 
polls and asked for our 
opinion. They did not. The 
prime minister, like Hitler, 
announced on 15 August 
from the Red Fort that elec-
tions will be held in Jammu 
and Kashmir,” he said.

The NC president also 
trained his guns at National 
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit 
Doval over his statement 
that having a separate con-
stitution for Jammu and 
Kashmir was probably an 
“aberration”.

“Their (Centre’s) inten-
tions are not right. They 
never were. The NSA has 
said that a separate con-
stitution for Jammu and 
Kashmir is an aberration. 
I want to tell him from this 
stage that if the constitu-
tion is an aberration, then 
this accession (of Jammu 
and Kashmir to India) is 
also an aberration,” he 
said.

“On one hand they tell 
us that we are their crown, 
but on the other hand they 
put that crown in their feet 
So, they have to think. 

They cannot control 
this state if they cause any 
further problems here. If 
they want this state togeth-
er with the country, then 
they should stop what they 
are doing,” Abdullah said.

New Delhi, Sep. 8 (PTI): Tea 
and snacks would be avail-
able at the maximum retail 
price at some counters in 
government-run airports 
in the country, the Airport 
Authority of India (AAI) 
said Saturday.

The counters have al-
ready started offering a few 
beverages and packaged 
drinking water at afford-
able prices for the passen-
gers benefit, said an AAI 
official.

The move comes af-
ter persistent complaints 
by passengers about the 
exorbitant rates charged 
for food and beverages at 
airport terminals.

The issue has also been 
raised by MPs in Parliament 
time and again. In March 
this year, senior Congress 
leader P Chidambaram had 
taken to Twitter to vent his 
ire over the high price of a 
cup of tea at the Chennai 
airport, which he declined 
to have.

The AAI official said the 
counters will be available 
in more than 90 airports 
across the country, barring 
the big ones such as New 
Delhi, Mumbai and Ben-
galuru which are operated 
by private players.

“These days, air travel 

hasn’t remained confined 
to the elite only. People 
from all segments of the 
society are travelling by air, 
especially after the UDAN 
scheme was launched, but 
have limited options when 
paying a premium for tea 
and snacks at the airport. 
The counters will bring a 
relief to them,” he said.

Passenger traffic in In-
dian skies has witnessed 
an exponential growth over 
the last three to four years, 
growing at a rate of 20-25 
per cent.

According to a Direc-
torate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) report, 
domestic carriers carried 
11.6 million passengers 
in July, up by 21 per cent 
compared with the same 
month last year.

A communication was 
sent to the airport directors 
last month for separate 
counters. Tenders would 
be floated soon to have a 
master concessionaire to 
provide food at affordable 
price, the official said.

As per the communica-
tion, the company running 
the food courts have been 
asked to run a separate 
counter where selected 
items can be offered at rea-
sonable rates.

Mumbai, Sep. 8 (PTI): The 
Pune police claimed on 
Saturday that all the seven 
organisations, to which 
some of the left-wing activ-
ists arrested recently for 
alleged Maoist links be-
longed, were fronts of the 
banned CPI (Maoist).

The police have arrest-
ed 10 activists during the 
probe into alleged Maoist 
connection behind the 
Elgar Parishad conclave 
held in Pune in December 
last year.

According to a media 
report published on Satur-
day, only one of the outfits 
to which eight of the ar-
rested activists belonged 
was declared as unlawful.

A senior Pune police of-
ficial, however, said all the 
seven outfits were “forma-
tions and front organisa-
tions” of the Communist 
Party of India (Maoist), 
banned in 2009.

The ban on the CPI 

(Maoist) covered all its off-
shoots, Pune Joint Com-
missioner of Police Shiva-
jirao Bodkhe said, citing 
the Union government’s 
gazette of June 22, 2009.

“The Central Govern-
ment hereby makes an or-
der so as to add that the 
Communist Party of India 
(Maoist) and all its forma-
tions and front organisa-
tions as terrorist organisa-
tions,” the gazette said.

According to the po-
lice, arrested Telugu poet 
Varavara Rao is allegedly 
connected with the Revo-
lutionary Democratic Front 
(RDF), which has been de-
clared unlawful in Andhra 
Pradesh, Odisha and Tel-
angana for allegedly being 
a front of the CPI (Maoist).

Besides, Gautam Nav-
lakha is allegedly con-
nected with the People’s 
Union for Democratic 
Rights (PUDR) and Sudha 
Bharadwaj and Surendra 

Gadling with the Indian 
Association of People’s 
Lawyers. Rona Wilson is 
allegedly connected with 
the Committee for the Re-
lease of Political Prisoners, 
Shoma Sen with the Com-
mittee for Protection of 
Democratic Rights, Sudhir 
Dhawale with the Republi-
can Panthers and Mahesh 
Raut with the Visthapan 
Virodhi Jan Vikas Andolan.

Vernon Gonsalves and 
Arun Ferreira are allegedly 
associated with the Mahar-
ashtra State Committee of 
the CPI (Maoist), the police 
have said. Rao, Navlakha, 
Bharadwaj, Gonsalves and 
Ferreira were arrested last 
month, while the five oth-
ers were arrested in June.

Following the arrest 
of the five activists last 
month, the Supreme Court 
had ordered to keep them 
under house arrest on a 
petition challenging the 
police action.

New Delhi, Sep. 8 (IANS): Former Nepal 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
‘Prachanda’, who is now the Co-Chair-
man of the Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP), called on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi here on Saturday to discuss 
bilateral ties.

“The two leaders discussed the 
progress in India-Nepal relations, as well as 
other issues of mutual interest,” the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) said in a statement.

“The Prime Minister fondly recalled 
their previous interactions, and thanked 
Dahal for his valuable contributions in 
strengthening India-Nepal relations,” it 
stated.

Modi also said that India-Nepal rela-
tions have received a boost with frequent 
high-level interactions.  Modi last visited 

the Himalayan nation in August to attend 
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sec-
toral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(Bimstec) regional group’s summit. Earlier 
in the day, Prachanda met External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj.

Following the meeting, External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar 
tweeted that the two leaders “exchanged 
views on advancing bilateral ties between 
the two countries”. Prachanda arrived here 
on Thursday on a three-day visit with the 
aim of improving bilateral relations.

After the merger of the CPN-UML and 
CPN (Maoist), Prachanda is sharing the 
post of Chairman with another co-chair 
and Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli. 
He aims to become the Prime Minister 
after Oli completes his tenure.

New Delhi, Sep. 8 (PTI): Amnesty 
International India has said that 
the survivors of the 2013 commu-
nal violence in Muzaffarnagar and 
Shamli in Uttar Pradesh continue 
to wait for justice with “little hope” 
as the state government’s attempt 
at rehabilitation and compensa-
tion has been “woefully inad-
equate”.

On the fifth anniversary of the 
riots, the body said Saturday that 
riot survivors, who were displaced 
from their homes, still lived in 
squalor in resettlement colonies 
and the seven women survivors of 
gang-rape, who were brave enough 
to file their complaints, were yet to 
receive justice.

“The Uttar Pradesh state gov-
ernment has forgotten the riot 
survivors of Muzaffarnagar and 
Shamli. This apathy towards the 
survivors of one of the most deadly 
instances of communal violence in 
recent years is just not acceptable,” 
said Asmita Basu, Programmes 
Director, Amnesty International 
India.

“The state has done very little 
to redress the injustice they have 
faced. The government’s attempt at 

rehabilitation and compensation 
has been woefully inadequate,” 
said Basu.

Basu said seven courageous 
women from Muzaffarnagar and 
Shamli filed cases of gang-rape in 
the face of intimidation and con-
tinuing threats.

“However, five years later, jus-
tice remains elusive. They have 
received little assistance from au-
thorities to rebuild their lives and 
livelihoods,” Basu said.

There has not been even one 
conviction in any of the seven cases 
so far. In 2016, one of the survivors 
died during childbirth, the body 
said.

The statement quoted one of 
the survivors who spoke to Am-
nesty International India in August 
2018 as saying, “I have now lost all 
faith. It has been five years since I 
last filed my complaint.” 

“No one has come to help me or 
my family for so many years now. 
What I care for now is the safety of 
my husband and the survival of my 
family,” she said.

The statement quoted Rehana 
Adeeb, an activist working in Mu-
zaffarnagar, as saying, “Victims 

have faced social pressure as well 
as political pressure. Justice has 
not worked in the way it should 
have. Their rapists are out in the 
open for years now. Women are 
scared now to pursue their cases 
and they cannot be blamed for 
this.” 

“There are media reports of 
compromises being made and of 
money being offered and accepted 
by many of the seven families. We 
need to understand the realities in 
which these women have survived 
all these years. They are scared and 
have lost all faith in the system,” the 
statement said.

The body said in all seven gang-
rape cases, the police took months 
to file charges - between six and 14 
months in most cases.

After that trials have proceeded 
extremely slowly and in three cases, 
survivors identified and named the 
men they said had raped them in 
their First Information Reports, but 
turned hostile in court.

At least 60 people were killed 
and over 50,000 displaced in the 
violence in 2013.

Hundreds of families displaced 
from their villages have been de-

nied the Rs 5,00,000 promised by 
the Uttar Pradesh government to 
families from the “worst-affected” 
villages, for reasons ranging from 
clerical errors and corruption 
to inconsistent definitions of a 
‘family’.

An overwhelming majority of 
families in resettlement colonies 
lack access to basic services, the 
body said, adding about 82 per cent 
of colonies in Muzaffarnagar and 
97 per cent of colonies in Shamli 
are estimated to not have safe and 
clean drinking water.

The body added 61 per cent of 
colonies in Muzaffarnagar and 70 
per cent of colonies in Shamli do 
not have drainage facilities.

“The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s callous treatment of Muzaf-
farnagar and Shamli riot survivors 
is a breach of its commitment to 
uphold basic constitutional values. 
The riot survivors have been forced 
to live in a vicious cycle of poverty 
and discrimination. 

The Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister must ensure that the voices 
of the survivors are heard imme-
diately and justice is delayed no 
further,” Basu said.

Kolkata, Sep. 8 (IANS): 
Train services were disrupt-
ed on the Sealdah main line 
section on Saturday as a 
group of people obstructed 
train movement at Sodepur 
station for almost three 
hours protesting against 
the trains running late, an 
Eastern Railways spokes-
person said.

“We had issued notifi-
cations for development 
works which would benefit 
the daily passengers. But 
this kind of disruption is 
totally unexpected,” East-
ern Railways chief public 
relations officer Ravi Maha-
patra said.

The notification had 
stated that trains were run-
ning late due to the ongo-
ing non-interlocking work 
for commissioning of an 
automatic signalling sys-
tem between Barrackpur 
and Ichapur. The work 
started on September 7 
and will end on Septem-
ber 10.

Mahapatra alleged that 
the agitators pelted stones 
at the station master’s of-

fice and damaged office 
furniture.

As a result of the ob-
struction during peak 
hours, hundreds of pas-
sengers were stranded as 
three EMU on the up line 
and 15 EMU locals on the 
downline were detained.

Normal train servic-
es were resumed on the 
Sealdah Ranaghat section 
as the obstruction that 
started around 9.30 a.m. at 
Sodepur station was lifted 
at 12.30 p.m.

As a result of the ob-
struction, three up and 
down trains had to be de-
tained en route for two and 
a half each on an average. 
20 EMU locals had to be 
cancelled.

“It was quite unfortu-
nate that the obstructors 
assaulted the on-duty sta-
tion superintendent during 
obstruction period and 
ransacked his cabin.

“One Express and three 
passenger trains were also 
detained for two hours 
each on average,” added 
Mahapatra in a statement.

New Delhi, Sep. 8 (PTI): 
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) Saturday con-
ducted searches at nine 
locations in Tamil Nadu in 
connection with an alleged 
Rs 90 crore bank loan fraud 
money laundering case, 
officials said.

Searches are being con-
ducted at Virudhunagar, 
Madurai and Coimbat-
ore in connection with its 
probe involving Ms Inshu-
mathi Refineries Pvt Ltd 
(which is based in Virudhu-
nagar district of the state), 
they said, adding a criminal 
case under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) has been filed.

“It had availed a total 
of 46 LOCs from the SBI 
which were issued against 
bogus firms/fake invoices 
for a value of around Rs 
87.36 crore which was de-
volved on the bank later 
due to insufficient funds 
in their account and also 
diverted the business pro-
ceeds which resulted into a 
pecuniary loss of around Rs 
90 crore to SBI,” the ED said 
in its complaint.
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News IN BrIef
Suu Kyi to visit Vietnam
Yangon, Sep. 8 (IANS): Myanmar State Counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi will visit Vietnam at the invitation of  
Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc, it was 
announced here on Saturday. Suu Kyi will attend the 27th 
World Economic Forum on the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean) scheduled to be held from September 
11 to 13 in Hanoi, capital of Vietnam, Xinhua news agenc 
reported. It will be the State Counsellor’s second visit to 
Vietnam this year. She earlier visited the country in April. 
The two nations established diplomatic relations in 1975.

15 killed in Afghanistan accident
Kabul, Sep. 8 (IANS): At least 15 people were killed and 25 
others injured when a passenger bus collided with a truck on 
Saturday in Afghanistan’s Kandahar province. According to 
the police, the accident took place at around 6 a.m. in Hawoz 
village of Zhari district, reports Tolo News. The victims 
include women and children with a number of the injured 
in critical condition, health officials said. 

21 killed as Indonesia bus plunges 
into ravine
Bandung, Sep. 8 (PTI/AP): Officials say 21 people were 
killed when a tourist bus plunged into a ravine on Indonesia’s 
main Java island. The bus was carrying a group of employees 
from a private company from the West Java province town 
of Bogor to a tourist destination in West Java’s Sukabumi 
district when the accident happened Saturday. A spokesman 
at Pelabuhanratu hospital, Taufik, who uses one name, said 
that in addition to the 21 dead, the nine others aboard the bus 
were seriously injured. Local police spokesman Trunoyudo 
Wisnu Andiko said the bus plunged into the 30-metre (98-
foot) deep ravine after the driver lost control of the vehicle in 
an area with a number of sharp inclines.

Rouhani evokes Iran-Iraq war in call 
to defy US pressure
Tehran, Sep. 8 (PTI/AFP): Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhani evoked memories of  the devastating Iran-Iraq 
war on Saturday to call for unity in the face of economic 
hardships and US pressure.  “Today, the government is 
on the frontlines. This is an economic, psychological and 
propaganda war,” Rouhani said on state television. “We had 
sweet days and we had hard days during the sacred defence,” 
he said, using the official name for the war with Iraq which 
claimed up to two million lives between 1980 and 1988.

5.9-magnitude quake in China
Beijing, Sep. 8 (PTI): An earthquake measuring 5.9 
magnitude on the Richter scale jolted China’s southwest 
Yunnan province on Saturday, leaving four people injured. 
The quake had damaged 21 homes as of Saturday afternoon 
in the Mojiang Hani Autonomous County of the province, 
state-run Xinhua news agency reported. According to the 
county government, traffic, telecommunications, and power 
supply are normal in most parts of Tongguan, a town nearest 
to the epicentre.  

Chopper crashes in Nepal; Japanese 
among 6 killed, woman survives
Kathmandu, Sep. 8 (PTI): A helicopter with seven people 
on board crashed in a dense forest area in Nepal on Saturday, 
killing six of them including a foreigner. A woman has 
miraculously survived the accident. The Altitude Air 
helicopter, which had gone missing since morning, crash-
landed in the forest area bordering Dhading and Nuwakot 
districts, according to eyewitnesses. The wreckage of the ill-
fated chopper piloted by senior captain Nishchal K C with 
six passengers, including a Japanese trekker, was spotted 
in a remote location in Nuwakot district, said Nima Nuru 
Sherpa, Managing Director at Altitude Air Private Limited, 
the Himalayan Times reported.

UN-led peace talks on Yemen 
collapse in Geneva
Geneva, Sep. 8 (IANS): After two days of delay due to the 
absence of the Houthi delegation, one of the major warring 
parties in the conflict in Yemen, the new round of UN-led 
peace talks collapsed on Saturday. The UN Special Envoy 
for Yemen Martin Griffiths told a press conference here 
that the world body failed to get the Houthi delegation to 
the talks, Xinhua news agency reported. Stressing that the 
UN will sooner or later bring the parties together, Griffiths 
said the Houthi delegation was actually keen to travel to 
Geneva for the peace talks, and that he doesn’t take this as a 
“fundamental blockage” in the political process.

AP/PTI

Participants perform yoga in front of the Eiffel Tower as part of the sport event “La Parisienne”, in Paris, 
Saturday, Sept. 8, 2018.

Bangkok, Sep. 8 (IANS): A joint platform 
of developing countries on Saturday 
called on the developed nations to make 
a greater commitment towards hon-
ouring the Paris Agreement during the 
Climate Change Conference being held 
in the Thai capital.

The platform, which brings together 
around 20 countries including Bolivia, 
Ecuador, Cuba and Venezuela, called 
for respecting the vital and delicate bal-
ance reached in 2015 in Paris, Efe news 
reported.

Iran’s Majib Shafiepour, a spokes-
person for the coalition, expressed 
disappointment over the position taken 
by developed nations and their alleged 
unwillingness to make progress on key 
issues like the funding required to com-
bat climate change pledged under the 
Paris Agreement.

As agreed in the landmark 2015 con-
ference, developed countries have to 
contribute $100 billion annually starting 
in 2020 to be given to the most disadvan-
taged nations to fight against climate 
change and alleviate its effects.

Ecuador’s Walter Schuldt blamed 
the change in the financial narrative 
provided by the bloc of developed na-
tions for the delay in the realization of 
measures.

Part of the funds will be used to alle-

viate and mitigate the damage and con-
sequences of environmental disasters 
and to finance adaptation to technologi-
cal change in developing nations.

“There is a lack of progress and inter-
est on the part of developed countries,” 
said Bolivia’s Ivan Zambrana. “This indif-
ference creates new obstacles.”

Although no specific developed 
countries were mentioned by name 
during the media appearance, a source 
participating in the meetings told Efe 
news that the US was the main country 
hindering the dialogue process.

Although US President Donald 
Trump announced in June 2017 the 
withdrawal of his country from the Paris 
Agreement, the move will not be effec-
tive until November 2020.

More than 1,400 delegates from 182 
countries are participating in the Bang-
kok Climate Change Conference from 
Tuesday to Sunday, the last preparatory 
meeting before the Climate Summit set 
to be held in Katowice, Poland in De-
cember. 

Delegates in Bangkok were also ne-
gotiating on a handbook of standards 
and guidelines that included goals, 
schedules and policies for countries 
to reduce their emissions of polluting 
gases responsible for global warming, in 
accordance with the Paris Agreement.

Tokyo, Sep. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
The death toll from a pow-
erful quake that triggered 
landslides in northern Ja-
pan rose to 35 Saturday, as 
tens of thousands of rescue 
workers raked through the 
mud for survivors. 

The majority of the 
dead are from the small ru-
ral town of Atsuma, where 
a cluster of dwellings were 
wrecked when a hillside 
collapsed from the force of 
the 6.6-magnitude quake, 
causing deep brown scars 
in the landscape.

Public broadcaster 
NHK said 35 were dead, 
with around five people 
still unaccounted for in the 
town.

More than 600 sus-
tained minor injuries, ac-
cording to the Hokkaido 
island local government.

“We never had land-
slides here,” said Akira Mat-
sushita who lost his brother 
in Atsuma.

“I couldn’t believe until 
I saw it with my own eyes,” 
he told TV Asahi. 

“When I saw it, I knew 
no-one could survive.” 

Some 40,000 rescue 
workers, including Self-
Defense Forces drafted in 
specially, were searching 
for survivors with the aid 
of bulldozers, sniffer dogs 
and 75 helicopters, accord-

ing to the top government 
spokesman.

“They’re doing their 
best around the clock,” 
Yoshihide Suga told report-
ers.

Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe said he will meet quake 
survivors in Hokkaido on 
Sunday, according to Jiji 
Press.

All three million house-
holds in Hokkaido lost 
power when Thursday’s 
quake damaged a thermal 
plant supplying electric-
ity to the region, but Abe 
said power was mostly 
restored.

“Thanks to hard work 
to boost power supply 
throughout the night, the 

number of households 
without power has de-
clined to 20,000,” he told a 
cabinet meeting.

Abe said the govern-
ment would release emer-
gency funds to deliver food, 
water and fuel needed for 
power generators at hos-
pitals.

A total of 31,000 house-

holds still have no water 
and around 16,000 people 
have evacuated to shelters.

The earthquake also 
collapsed a handful of 
houses and walls in the 
main regional city of Sap-
poro but considering the 
strength of the quake, the 
death toll was relatively 
light, with the majority of 
victims coming from the 
landslide in Atsuma.

International flights at 
the main airport in Sap-
poro resumed operations 
on Saturday, while bullet 
trains began service the day 
before.

The quake was the lat-
est in a string of natural dis-
asters to batter the country.

Western parts of the 
country are still recovering 
from the most powerful 
typhoon to strike Japan in a 
quarter of a century, which 
claimed 11 lives and shut 
down the main regional 
airport.

Japan sits on the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire” where many 
of the world’s earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions are 
recorded. 

On March 11, 2011, a 
devastating 9.0-magnitude 
quake struck under the 
Pacific Ocean, and the re-
sulting tsunami caused 
widespread damage and 
claimed thousands of lives. 

Chicago, Sep. 8 (PTI): As many 
as 15 people, including Indian-
origin, and five India-based busi-
nesses were indicted on Friday in 
the multimillion-dollar call centre 
scam which defrauded thou-
sands of US citizens of hundreds 
of millions of dollars.

Seven persons were arrested 
in the US on Thursday for their 
alleged involvement in scam that 
victimised over 2,000 American 
nationals, resulting in over USD 
5.5 million in losses.

Mohamed Kazim Momin, 
Palak Kumar Patel, Mohmed 
Sozab Momin, Rodrigo Leon-
Castillo, Devin Bradford Pope, 
Nicholas Alezander Deane, Drue 
Kyle Riggins, and Jantz Parr-

ish Miller were arrested and ar-
raigned yesterday before a US 
magistrate, Judge Janet F King, 
officials said.

Seven defendants and five call 
centres in India were also charged 
for their alleged involvement, 
they added.

“This indictment and yes-
terday’s arrests demonstrate 
our commitment to identifying 
and prosecuting those who hide 
behind these types of phone 
scams,” said US Attorney Byung 
J Pak.

Treasury Inspector General 
for Tax Administration, J Russell 
George said: “This indictment 
makes clear that the IRS imper-
sonation scam has risen to a new 

level, with indictments against 
five call centres and seven co-
conspirators in India who alleg-
edly directed their employees to 
participate in the scam.” 

The Inspector General also 
noted that since 2013, the IRS 
impersonation scam has been on 
a relentless path, claiming more 
than 14,000 victims who have lost 
upwards of USD 71 million to the 
scammers.

The indictment alleged that 
the defendants were involved in 
a sophisticated scheme organised 
by co-conspirators in India, in-
cluding a network of call centres 
laocated in Ahmedabad.

Between 2012 and 2016, the 
defendants perpetrated a com-

plex fraud and money launder-
ing scheme in which individu-
als from call centres located in 
Ahmedabad frequently imper-
sonated officials from the Inter-
nal Revenue Service (IRS) or US 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) in a ruse de-
signed to defraud victims located 
throughout America.

The Indian call centres used 
various telephone fraud schemes 
to defraud mainly vulnerable 
Americans, including the elderly 
and legal immigrants.

Using information obtained 
from data brokers and other 
sources, call centre operators al-
legedly called potential victims 
while impersonating officials 

from the IRS or individuals offer-
ing fictitious payday loans.

The call centre operators 
would then threaten potential 
victims with arrest, imprison-
ment, or fines if they did not pay 
taxes or penalties to the govern-
ment, the indictment alleges.

If the victims agreed to pay, 
the call centres allegedly would 
immediately turn to a network of 
US-based co-conspirators to liq-
uidate and launder the extorted 
funds by purchasing prepaid 
debit cards or through wire trans-
fers, including through Money-
Gram and Western Union, to the 
attention of fictitious names and 
US-based defendants and their 
co-conspirators, it said.

Washington, Sep. 8 (IANS): A US 
government photographer told inves-
tigators that he intentionally cropped 
photos of President Donald Trump’s 
inauguration to remove empty space 
and make the audience look larger, ac-
cording to newly released documents.

The admission on Friday, con-
tained in newly released records from 
an investigation last year, shed new 
light on what happened after the Na-
tional Park Service on January 20, 2017, 
shared a social media post comparing 
the crowds that attended the inaugura-
tions of Trump and former President 

Barack Obama, reports CNN.
Trump claimed footage of the 

event did not jive with the number of 
people he saw from the stage. His then-
press secretary, Sean Spicer, gathered 
reporters the following evening and 
claimed: “This was the largest audi-
ence to ever witness an inauguration... 
Period.” The identity of the photogra-
pher and many other government offi-
cials are redacted from the documents.

The documents recount the call 
Trump placed on his first full day in 
office to the then-acting park service 
director, Michael Reynolds.

Reynolds told investigators he 
spoke with Trump on the morning af-
ter the inauguration, and that the Pres-
ident “asked him to provide pictures of 
the inauguration”, investigators wrote 
in their notes. The request for addi-
tional photographs was relayed to at 
least two park service photographers 
who had worked at the event, CNN 
reported.  One told investigators he 
arrived to his office about 30 minutes 
after Trump and Reynolds spoke, and 
that he cropped the photos, includ-
ing removing “the bottom where the 
crowd ended”.

Qamishli, Sep. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
Clashes between Kurdish 
forces and regime fighters 
in the divided northeastern 
city of Qamishli killed 18 
combatants Saturday, the 
Kurdish forces and a war 
monitor said. 

The rare flare-up in the 
Kurdish-majority city near 
the Turkish border saw 11 
regime fighters and seven 
Kurds killed, the Kurdish 

security forces known as 
Asayesh said in a statement.

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, a Britain-
based war monitor, report-
ed the same death toll for 
the fighting near a Kurdish 
checkpoint in the city.

The Asayesh said a re-
gime “patrol opened fire 
on our forces with light and 
medium weapons, causing 
our forces to respond to this 

violation, which killed 11 
regime fighters... and seven 
of our comrades”.

The Observatory said 
the shootout started when 
Asayesh members at the 
checkpoint asked regime 
fighters aboard a patrol ve-
hicle to step out but they 
refused.

An AFP correspondent at 
the scene saw empty cam-
ouflaged pick-up trucks in 

the street. Some bore bullet 
holes, while traces of blood 
were visible on the tarmac, 
he said. Kurdish forces con-
trol most of Qamishli, but 
regime forces and allied mi-
litiamen hold part of the city 
and its airport.

Deadly clashes last broke 
out between Kurdish forces 
and pro-regime fighters in 
Qamishli in April 2016, but 
ended days later with a truce.

Tehran, Sep. 8 (IANS): Iran’s Foreign Ministry on 
Saturday summoned Iraq’s ambassador in Tehran to 
protest the burning of the Iranian consulate in the 
southern Iraqi city of Basra.

In a statement, ministry spokesman Bahram 
Qassemi blamed the Basra police for withdrawing 
from the area around the Iranian consulate on Friday 
night, amid a week of protests in southern Iraq in 
which government offices and political party head-
quarters have also been set on fire.

Iran has wielded significant influence in Iraq in 
the wake of the US’ invasion in 2003, particularly in 
the country’s south, but this political power has led 
Iraqi protesters to direct some of the blame towards 
Iran for government corruption, unemployment and 
the lack of basic services such as water and electricity.

Iraqi authorities confirmed that at least three pro-
testers died during Friday’s protests, raising the death 
toll to at least 13, while around 50 protesters were 
wounded in clashes with security forces overnight.

On Saturday, three mortar rounds were fired at 
Basra’s airport but landed in an open area, security 
sources told Efe news.

Basra, which sits in the heart of some of Iraq’s larg-
est oil fields, has been the scene of anti-government 
protests since July, which intensified this week as tens 
of thousands of people in Basra were made ill due 
water contamination.

Developed countries 
urged to honour 
Paris Agreement

Japan toll rises to 35 after powerful quake

15 people indicted in massive call centre scam in US

Photographer admits editing Trump’s inauguration pictures

Fit

18 dead as Syria Kurds clash with regime forces Iraqi ambassador to Tehran 
summoned after protesters 
burn Iran’s consulate

AP/PTI

 Landslides are seen after Thursday’s earthquake in Atsuma, Hokkaido, northern Japan Saturday, Sept. 8, 
2018. Japanese rescue workers and troops searched Saturday for the missing for a third straight day in a 
northern hamlet buried by landslides from the powerful earthquake. 

Cairo, Sep. 8 (PTI/AFP): An Egyptian 
court on Saturday handed a five-year jail 
sentence to prominent photojournalist 
Mahmoud Abu Zeid, widely known as 
Shawkan, who earlier this year received 
UNESCO’s World Freedom Prize.

Shawkan was arrested in August 2013 
as he covered deadly clashes in Cairo be-
tween security forces and supporters of 
ousted Islamist president Mohamed Morsi.

He was accused of “murder and mem-
bership of a terrorist organisation” -- 
charges that can carry the death penalty -- 
but should be able to walk free after already 
having spent five years in jail.

Shawkan should be able to leave prison 
“within a few days”, his lawyer Karim Ab-
delrady said as he welcomed the verdict.

But the lawyer added that the sen-
tence was nevertheless “unfair because he 
(Shawkan) was only doing his job” and cov-
ering the events unfolding in the Egyptian 
capital five years ago.

Shawkan’s detention sparked outrage 

among human rights groups and NGOs 
who lobbied continuously for his release.

On Thursday, Amnesty International 
and press freedom group Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) held a joint rally outside 
the Egyptian embassy in Paris to demand 
that he be set free.

At the time, Amnesty put out a state-
ment warning Egyptian judicial authori-
ties: “The world is watching you.” 

RSF ranks Egypt 161st out of 180 coun-
tries on its press freedom index and says 
that at least 31 journalists are currently 
detained in the Arab world’s most popu-
lous nation.

Shawkan was one of more than 700 
defendants on trial in the same case, most 
of them facing charges of killing police and 
vandalising property during the clashes. 

The same court that jailed him also 
confirmed on Saturday death sentences 
initially issued in July against 75 defend-
ants, including leaders of Morsi’s outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood.

Egypt court hands five-year jail 
term to prominent photojournalist
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Chuba Cj from Dimapur, also known as Kishore Kumar of Nagaland performing at the charity concert, 
‘Mokokchung sings for Kiphire’, at Mokokchung town hall. All the proceeds from the concert will go to-
wards the relief for the landslides victim of Kiphire district. The concert was organised by Mokokchung 
District Musicians Association.

Actor Bill Daily, known for his work in the sitcoms “I Dream of Jeannie” and “The Bob Newhart 
Show”, is died. He was 91. Bill, who employed stand-up comedian and actor Bob Newhart as his 
accountant in Chicago before the two went on to show business fame, died on Tuesday of natural 
causes in Santa Fe, New Mexico, his son, J. Patrick Daily, told hollywoodreporter.com. He spent 
five seasons on “I Dream of Jeannie”, which aired from 1965-1970, then worked for six seasons 
on “The Bob Newhart Show”, which ran from 1972-78. The whole time, he battled dyslexia and 
had to memorise all his lines to keep going. After appearances on the TV comedies “Bewitched” 
and “The Farmer’s Daughter”, Bill attracted the attention of “I Dream of Jeannie” creator Sidney 
Sheldon and landed the role of Roger Healey, the best friend of another NASA astronaut, Anthony 
Nelson (Larry Hagman), on the fantasy comedy that starred Barbara Eden as a genie. William 
Edward Daily was born on August 30, 1927, in Des Moines, Iowa. (IANS)

‘I Dream of Jeannie’ actor dead at 91

R
apper-produc-
er Mac Miller, 
who began 
his rise in the 
music industry 

in his late teens, has died. 
He was 26.

“He was a bright light 
in this world for his family, 
friends, and fans,” his 
family wrote in a state-
ment obtained by CNN 
through Miller’s publicist.

There were no details 
on the cause of his death.

The Los Angeles Police 
Department told CNN 
that officers responded to 
a call for a death investi-
gation at the 11600 block 
of Valleycrest Road here 
just before Friday noon 
local time. 

The coroner’s office 
will handle the investiga-
tion, according to police.

Miller, whose real 
name is Malcolm McCor-
mick, started his journey 
in music as a teenager 
by putting out mixtapes 
in his native Pittsburgh. 
In 2012, his first album, 
“Blue Slide Park,” became 
the first independent 
debut album to hit the top 
of the Billboard chart in 

more than 16 years. Miller 
was 19.

He released his fifth 
studio album, “Swim-
ming,” last month.

He was set to perform 
a series of concerts in sup-
port of the record starting 
in late October, with the 

opener scheduled to take 
place at the Greek Theatre 
here.

“Mac was a hugely 
gifted and inspiring 
artiste, with a pioneer-
ing spirit and a sense of 
humour that touched 
everyone he met,” Tom 

Corson, co-chairman and 
Chief Operating Officer 
of Warner Bros. Records, 
Miller’s label, said in a 
statement. 

“Mac’s death is a 
devastating loss and cuts 
short a life and a talent of 
huge potential, where the 
possibilities felt limitless. 
We join all of his fans 
across the globe in ex-
tending our thoughts and 
prayers to his family and 
friends.”

At times, Miller’s 
personal life attracted as 
much -- if not more -- at-
tention than his profes-
sional accomplishments, 
particularly in the case 
of his relationship with 
singer Ariana Grande.

The pair dated for 
almost two years and 
recorded multiple songs 
together, including “My 
favourite part” and “The 
way”. Grande and Miller 
ended their relationship 
in May. Shortly after their 
split, Grande started dat-
ing “Saturday Night Live” 
star Pete Davidson. The 
couple got engaged weeks 
later.

IANS

A
ctor Kalki Koechlin believes 
society has built the institution 
of marriage in a way where 
women are still looked at as 
the weaker sex.

In an interview published in a re-
cently launched book, “Feminist Rani”, 
penned by Shaili Chopra and Meghna 
Pant, the actor said the “biggest problem” 
with marriage, especially for a woman, is 
the idea of “ownership”.

Kalki and filmmaker Anurag Kashyap, 
who got married in 2011, went through a 
divorce in 2015 after being separated for 
two years.

“Once I got married, I was only 
invited to the things that Anurag 
was invited to. People would 
say, ‘Call Anurag’s wife’. They 
wouldn’t say, ‘call Kalki’ or 
‘call Kalki’s husband’.

“In marriage, a wom-
an becomes the weaker 
sex, even if her husband 
doesn’t want her to be. This 
happens because of the 
way society has built the 
institution,” she said.

Stating that “honesty” 
and “independence” are a 
must in a relationship, Kalki 
also shared how she went 
about the process of com-
ing out of her marriage after the 
divorce.

“... I found myself alone after a very 
long time. I had to fill up that empty 
space somehow. I didn’t want to fill 
it up by going crazy and getting 
drunk, or by surrounding myself 
with the people.

“I chose the introverted 
version of filling up myself by 
spending more time at home, 
with the family... I’m happy I 
went through that journey,” she 
said.

In a free-wheeling conversa-
tion, she also talked about her 
movie career and feminism, 
which she said simply means “all 
humans being equal and respect-
ing one another”.

“It’s only that we live in a patri-
archal society, and therefore, the 
word feminism has to be used as 
a counter to patriarchy. But femi-
nism is about being equal. The 
word used should be ‘equalist’, 
as it is about all humans being 

equal and respecting each other for that,” 
she added.

Far from the female prototype deeply 
set in the Indian psyche, the actor, widely 
known for her unconventional roles in 
movies like “Margarita with Straw”, “That 
Girl in Yellow Boots” or “Waiting”, said 
she never had to pay a heavy price for her 
off-beat choices-- both in real life as well 
as in cinema.

“I have retained my freedom and my 
ability to pick and choose. Of course, 
people have tried to stereotype me... 
But it’s very short-lived if you realise that 
you’re only as new as your newest film... 
You have to look beyond the period of 

initial reactions and recognise that 
there’s a bigger body of work 

and an effort to do some-
thing bigger,” she added. 

Published by Penguin 
Books, the 197-page book 
“Feminist Rani” is a col-
lection of interviews with 
path-breaking pepole 
-- from Kalki Koechlin, 
Gul Panag to Aditi Mittal 
and Shree gauri Sawant 
-- who have advocated 
gender equality and 
women’s rights through 

their work.
PTI

S
ix decades, mul-
tiple generations, 
one voice. Asha 
Bhosle’s melodi-
ous songs over 

the years have unified 
music fans in India for 
years. Celebrities from 
various walks of life are 
grateful for the “magi-
cal” voice of the ‘melody 
queen’, who turned 85 on 
Saturday. 

“Thank you to every-
one who have sent their 
greetings to me today and 
especially Shankar Ma-
hadevan who sang it on 
stage in Houston,” Bhosle 
tweeted.

The elegant singer is 
agile at 85.

Just last month, she 
visited the set of reality 
show “Dance Deewane”, 
and made for a memora-
ble frame with actresses 
Kajol and Madhuri Dixit 
Nene. She also went to the 
set of “Dil Hai Hindustani 
2”.

Bhosle is one of the 
most versatile singers to 
have been associated with 
Bollywood. From cabaret 
to ghazals - she has sung 
songs like “Jhumka gira 
re”, “Dum maro dum”, 
“Chura liya”, “Mehbooba 
mehbooba”, “Mera kuch 
saaman”, “Dil cheez kya 
hai” to “Prem mein tohre”. 
Also known for having 
crooned in multiple lan-
guages, she is unstoppa-
ble. At her age, she is still 
doing live performances.

Union Minister of 
State for Home Affairs 
Kiren Rijiju sent in wishes 
for her.

“Wishing the ‘Queen 
of Indipop’ Asha Bhos-
leji a very happy birth-

day! Ashaji, people of 
Arunachal Pradesh 

are grateful for your 
blissful visit and 
the opportunity to 
enjoy your magi-
cal voice,” Rijiju 

tweeted.
IANS

R
appers Cardi B 
and Nicki Minaj 
were involved 
in a heated 
altercation dur-

ing a party here.
In videos captured by 

eonline.com and fellow 
guests, the two rappers 
were seen in a scuffle to-
wards the end of the party.

A source said Minaj 
was mingling with guests 
and keeping to herself 
when Cardi lunged at 
her and began shouting. 
Minaj then didn’t move 
and continued on with her 
night. 

IANS

U
pcoming musi-
cian Wangyat 
Wangsu who 
hails from from 
Tizit town in Mon 

district released his third music 
video “A song of love”. Wangsu 
who started singing since his 
school days was a finalist of 
Naga Orpheus Hunt 2014. 

“A song of love” is about 
how two friends turn’s into 
lover’s gradually mending each 
other’s soul. The singer also 
expresses about the immense 
love he has for his lover and 
how his life became better af-
ter he met the latter, conveyed 
Wangsu about his song.

Currently Wangsu is pursu-
ing Masters in Political Science 
from St Joseph University in 
Dimapur.

EMN

C
hristian 
classical 
pianist 
Young Ller-
ena will be 

performing at a piano 
concert on Sep. 9 at 
Union Baptist Church 
(UBC) in Kohima from 
5 pm onwards. 

The event is being 
organised by UBC 
Sanctuary Choir 
Ministries in partner-
ship with the Nagaland 
Piano Teachers’ As-
sociation.

Informing that 
entry will be free, the 
organisers have invited 
all to attend and enjoy 
the concert.  

EMN

Rapper Mac Miller dead

Don’t think I’ll get married 
again — Kalki Koechlin

‘Melody queen’ 
Asha Bhosle 
turns 85

Cardi B, 
Nicki Minaj 
get into fight

Wangyat Wangsu releases third music video 

Young Llerena 
to perform in 
Kohima today

3 pm, 8 pm: Paltan 
(Hindi)

11 am, 1 pm, 6 pm: 
The Nun (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A worship concert with theme, ‘we rise in him’ was conducted at Father’s House Church at 7th mile in Dimapur on Sep. 7. Members of the 
praise team seen here in worship at the event. An update issued by the media department of the church on Sep. 8 stated that the objec-
tive of the concert was to raise a strong generation of believers.

Praises

Sing for Kiphire
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David de Gea

Brazil players celebrate after Neymar (2nd-right) scored a penalty during the first half of the friendly 
match against the United States at the MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey on Sep. 7.

PTI

Asian Games gold-medallist sprinter Hima Das speaks with the media 
during a press conference, in Guwahati on Sat. Sep. 8.

AP/PTI

Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, returns a shot to Kei Nishikori, of Japan, during the semifinal match of the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York on 
Sep. 7.

AP/PTI

Rafael Nadal, of Spain, waves to the fans after retiring from a match 
against Juan Martin del Potro, of Argentina, during the semifinals of the 
U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York on Sep. 7.

Djokovic, Del Potro in US Open final as Nadal quits with knee injury

Will continue to improve my timing — Hima DasSpain coach says he has no 
doubts about goalkeeper De Gea

Bolt takes break from Mariners 
for overseas commitment

Indonesia ready to host 
2018 Asian Para Games

Neymar, Firmino on target as Brazil cruise over USA

New York, Sep. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
Juan Martin del Potro set 
up a US Open final clash 
against Novak Djokovic 
on Friday after defending 
champion and world num-
ber one Rafael Nadal quit 
his last-four clash against 
the giant Argentine with a 
knee injury.

Third seed Del Potro, 
the champion in 2009, was 
7-6 (7/3), 6-2 ahead when 
Nadal retired.

Del Potro will now face 
Djokovic, the 2011 and 
2015 winner, who reached 
his eighth final at the tour-
nament and 23rd of his 
Grand Slam career with 
a 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 stroll past 
Japan’s Kei Nishikori.

Djokovic boasts a 14-4 
lead over Del Potro in a 10-
year rivalry, including two 
wins without dropping a 
set at the US Open in 2007 
and 2012.

“We have never met in 
a Grand Slam final. I have 
tremendous respect for 
him as a person and a play-
er. He’s a great guy,” said 
Djokovic who missed the 
2017 tournament through 
injury.

“He’s had lots of injury 
problems in the past but 
he’s a big-match player.” 
Nadal was devastated by 
having to pull out although 
he believes he hasn’t suf-

fered any long term dam-
age.

“I hate to retire,” said 
Nadal, a player plagued 
by a series of knee injuries 
throughout his career.

He also retired trailing 
in the fifth set of his Aus-
tralian Open quarter-final 
against Marin Cilic in Janu-

ary.
“It’s not a tennis match 

when one is playing and 
the other is at the side of the 
court.” Nadal, bidding for a 
fourth title in New York and 
18th major, had spent the 
best part of 16 hours getting 
to the semi-finals.

That included almost 

five hours to defeat Domi-
nic Thiem in an epic quar-
ter-final which stretched 
into the early hours of 
Wednesday morning.

The effort took its toll, 
with the Spaniard twice 
needing to have his right 
knee bandaged before call-
ing it a day after the conclu-

sion of the second set.
“Well of course it’s 

not the best way to win a 
match. I love to play against 
Rafa because he’s the big-
gest fighter in this sport 
and I don’t like to see him 
suffering,” said 29-year-old 
Del Potro who will be play-
ing in his second Slam final.

Sad for Rafa
“I am sad for him but 

I’m also happy to do my 
best.” Nadal’s challenge 
looked doomed even as 
early as the first set, as he 
was feeling the injury after 
just four games, he admit-
ted.

He needed his right 

knee strapped after the sev-
enth game before gallantly 
fighting off two set points 
in the 10th game, breaking 
Del Potro who was serving 
for the set.

But the Argentine swept 
through the tiebreaker, 
wrapping up the opener 
after 69 minutes of im-

East Rutherford (United 
States), Sep. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
Roberto Firmino and 
Neymar scored the goals 
as Brazil cruised to a 2-0 
friendly victory over an in-
experienced United States 
here Friday.

Brazil, playing their 
first international since a 
disappointing World Cup 
quarter-final exit, were in 
complete control through-
out a low-key encounter at 
the MetLife Stadium in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey.

The South American 
giants had won their previ-
ous 10 games against the 
United States, whose lone 
victory came way back in 
1998.

There was never much 
doubt that Brazil would ex-
tend their winning record 
to 11 consecutive wins as 
they dominated through-
out against an American 
team who are rebuilding 
after their shock failure to 
qualify for the World Cup.

Brazil glided through 

Sydney, Sep. 8 (Reuters): 
Olympic sprint champion 
Usain Bolt will put his ef-
forts to carve out a foot-
ball career on hold for a 
week to fulfil a “previously 
planned” overseas com-
mitment, the A-League’s 
Central Coast Mariners 
said on Saturday.

The 32-year-old Jamai-
can has been trialling with 
the Mariners for the last 
three weeks in the hope 
of securing a professional 
contract for the 2018-19 
A-League campaign.

The break, from Sept. 
9-16, had been agreed be-
fore he joined Mike Mul-
vey’s team for training, the 
club said in a statement.

Bolt made his debut for 
the Mariners on Aug. 31, 
coming off the bench for 
18 minutes against a local 
amateur side.

The Mariners won the 
game 6-1 but Bolt looked 
well short of match fitness 

pressive shot-making. The 
Spaniard called a medical 
timeout after three games 
of the second set to have 
the right knee rebandaged.

Del Potro sensed blood 
and broke for 3-1 as Nadal 
struggled for movement.

He broke again for 5-2 
on his way to a two-set lead 
and eventual victory.

“It means a lot to be 
back in the final,” added 
Del Potro after his sixth 
win over Nadal, all on hard 
court.

“I didn’t expect to get to 
another Grand Slam final 
in my favourite tourna-
ment.

“I  had my biggest 
memories on this court in 
2009 when I beat Rafa and 
Roger (Federer, in the final). 
I was a kid then; now I am 
much older.” Wimbledon 
champion Djokovic, play-
ing in his 11th US Open 
semi-final, claimed a 15th 
win in 17 clashes against 
Nishikori.

It was plain sailing for 
the 31-year-old Serb who 
is chasing a 14th Slam title 
to take him level with Pete 
Sampras on the all-time 
list. He broke serve four 
times while an under-par 
Nishikori saved 13 of the 17 
break points he faced and 
committed 51 unforced 
errors.

a one-sided first half, with 
the hosts paying the price 
for repeatedly squandering 
possession cheaply.

The opening goal came 
after 11 minutes, when 

Juventus winger Douglas 
Costa found himself in 
space on the right flank.

British-born left-back 
Antonee Robinson rushed 
in to close down Costa, 

but was left for dead as the 
Brazilian skipped past him 
all too easily before picking 
out Firmino with a pinpoint 
low cross.

The Liverpool forward 

Jakarta, Sep. 8 (IANS): After 
the conclusion of the 2018 
Asian Games, Indonesia is 
set to hold the 2018 Asian 
Paralympic Games, from 
October 6-13 here.

The Indonesia Asian 
Para Games Organizing 
Committee (INAPGOC) 
stated earlier that over 
2,800 athletes and 1,800 
officials from 41 countries 
and regions will participate 
in the games, reports Xin-
hua news agency. 

The majority of the 
events will take 
place in Jakarta’s 
Gelora Bung 
Karno (GBK) 
and in a velo-
drome in the 
eastern part of 
the city.

The theme 
for the Games 
will  be “En-
ergy of Asia.” 
The logo for 
the 2018 Asian 
Pa ra  Ga m e s 
will represent 
the harmony 
and balance in Asia, the 
organizers said.

“The logo is circular 
with the image of a man 
at the centre of it, circled 
by three curves with differ-
ent colours, depicting the 
diversity of Asia still mov-
ing together in harmony 
to attain common goals,” 
the head of the organizing 
committee Raja Sapta Ok-
tohari said here. 

“’Momo’ will be the 
mascot for the event. 

Momo stands for Moti-
vation and Mobility, sug-
gesting athletes should 
continue moving forward, 
adapting themselves in de-
veloping situations,” Raja 
added.

To further promote 
2018 Asian Para Games, the 
Indonesia Tourism Minis-
try pledged to support the 
event by urging athletes to 
be active on social media.

Indonesia topped the 
Southeast Asia (SEA) Para 

Games in Malaysia last 
year as its athletes 

won 117 gold 
m e d a l s ,  6 9 
silver and 46 
bronze med-
als to top the 
medal tally.

Indonesia 
received good 

c o m m e n d a -
tions from the 
heads of the 
International 
O l y m p i c s 
C o m m i t t e e 
(IOC) and the 

Olympics Coun-
cil of Asia (OCA) for its suc-
cess in organizing the Asian 
Games and its achieve-
ments in the Asiad held in 
Jakarta and Palembang.

IOC President Thomas 
Bach said that Indonesia 
proved capable of working 
efficiently to hold the inter-
national event. In the 2018 
Asian Games, Indonesia 
seized 31 gold, 24 silver and 
43 bronze medals, placing 
it fourth on the medals 
table.

Guwahati, Sep. 8 (PTI): 
Asian Games gold med-
allist Hima Das said said 
Saturday that she will con-
tinue to improve her timing 
and try to qualify for the 
Olympics in 2020.

“There is only two years 
for the Olympics and I do 
not know whether I will 
qualify or not but I will con-
tinue trying to improve my 
timing,” Das told reporters 
here.

The ace sprinter from 
Assam, popularly called 
‘Dhing Express’, further 
said that the Athletics Fed-
eration of India and Indian 
Olympic Association along 
with her coach will discuss 
and decide where she will 
train.

“Wherever they send 
us to practice, we will go,” 
she said.

The athlete further said 
that she would concentrate 
equally on 400 m and 200 
m.

Hima, who has been 
appointed as Assam’s 
sports ambassador, said 
she would take up the 
responsibility seriously 
and remain committed to 
sports.

She also thanked the 
Assam government for 
support in her endeavour, 
particularly its sports poli-
cy which she said will help 
in bringing more players to 
the forefront.

“Hopefully, at least 10-
15 sportspersons will get 
medals in the next Asiad,” 
she added.

Rigorous training, good 
nutrition and practice in 
suitable weather are the 
key to success, she said and 

tapped in an easy finish 
past Columbus Crew goal-
keeper Zack Steffen for 1-0.

Costa had Robinson in 
trouble again after 31 min-
utes, going clear to whip 
in another low cross. This 
time however Neymar was 
unable to get on the end of 
it as the Americans cleared.

In the 39th minute Stef-
fen saved smartly from Liv-
erpool signing Fabinho as 
Brazil continued to exert 
pressure.

The South Americans 
doubled their lead three 
minutes from half-time 
when US captain Wil Trapp 
clipped Fabinho in the pen-
alty area.

Paris Saint-Germain 
striker Neymar stepped 
up to stroke in his 58th in-
ternational goal in his 91st 
game.

Ne y m a r,  w h o  w a s 
handed the captain’s arm-
band by manager Tite for 
this game, is now only five 
goals away from surpassing 
Ronaldo in second place 

on Brazil’s all-time scor-
ing charts. Ronaldo has 62 
goals, while Pele tops the 
charts with 77.

Brazil’s sense of supe-
riority was underscored 
by the fact that Brazil goal-
keeper Alisson was not re-
quired to make a save until 
the 71st minute, turning 
around a low shot from 
Trapp.

US coach Dave Sara-
chan, who has spent nearly 
a year as the team’s care-
taker boss following the 
exit of Bruce Arena after the 
World Cup debacle, admit-
ted his team had paid the 
price for ceding possession 
too cheaply.

“We played one of the 
best teams in the world,” 
Sarachan said.

“We were a little nervy. 
Probably should have done 
a little better with the ball, 
but that’s why you play 
these games.

“It wasn’t going to be an 
easy night when you play a 
team like Brazil.

and lacked the touch on 
the ball of many of his team 
mates. Bolt himself said he 
would need at least four 
months to get up to speed.

Bolt’s attempt to trans-
form himself from the face 
of global athletics to pro-
fessional football player 
has generated huge pub-
licity for the Mariners, who 
finished bottom of the 10-
team A-League last season.

It has also drawn scep-
ticism, with Adelaide Unit-
ed coach Marco Kurz ques-
tioning Bolt’s open-ended 
trial, saying the A-League 
should focus on recruiting 
proven talents and improv-
ing Australian youngsters.

Usain Bolt

hoped the players will fol-
low this regime to achieve 
it.

Hima arrived here yes-
terday to a rousing wel-
come after winning three 
medals, including a gold, 
at the recently concluded 

Asian Games at Jakarta and 
also won the gold medal in 
the World Under-20 Cham-
pionships at Finland in July.

The Assam government 
felicitated Hima at a func-
tion yesterday and present-
ed a cheque of Rs 1.6 crore.

London, Sep. 8 (IANS): 
Head coach Luis Enrique 
has said prior to the Span-
ish national football team’s 
opening UEFA Nations 
League game against Eng-
land this weekend that Da-
vid de Gea’s status as the 
No.1 goalkeeper remains 
firmly intact.

Although rumors have 
swirled about a possible 
shake-up following De 
Gea’s performance at the 
2018 World Cup in Russia, 
Enrique on Friday said he 
had no doubts about the 
Manchester United net 
minder nor about his start-
ing line-up for Saturday’s 

contest at Wembley Sta-
dium in London, reports 
Efe news.

The head coach also 
showered praise on Real 
Madrid defender Sergio 
Ramos, saying he has the 
strongest personality and 
presence of any player on 
the national team.

Enrique’s men will 
square off against The 
Three Lions in both teams’ 
opening Group 4 match of 
the inaugural UEFA Na-
tions League, a biennial 
international football com-
petition.

The head coach re-
fused to discuss any tactics 

ahead of the match against 
England, which finished 
fourth at this summer’s 
World Cup, saying he did 
not want to give the op-
ponent “any kind of clues.”

Enrique has imposed 
new restrictions since tak-
ing over in July such as 
banning the use of cell-
phones during meals, a 
new rule that midfielder 
Isco says has been a posi-
tive one.

“I don’t have a set 
method. I act based on the 
team’s needs. (The play-
ers’) conduct has been irre-
proachable,” the former FC 
Barcelona manager said.
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Tracy Darlong 

Italy's Jorginho (number 5) celebrates scoring their first goal with team mates during their UEFA Nations League match at the Bologna's Renato Dall'Ara 
stadium in Italy on Sep. 7.

Spanish world champion Marc Marquez races to find a spare bike after falling in qualifying for the San Marino 
MotoGP Grand Prix.

Italy draw 1-1 with Poland 
in Nations League debut

My aim is to win gold in Olympic Games — Tracy Darlong

Ankur Mittal wins double trap gold in World Championship

Lorenzo snatches San Marino MotoGP pole, Marquez crashes

Murali Vijay to feature in 
county cricket for Essex

Paraguay will qualify for 2022 World Cup — Juan Carlos Osorio

Agartala, Sep. 8 (PTI): Tri-
pura kickboxer Tracy Dar-
long who won gold medal 
in the 'Francaise Savate 
Championship' Saturday 
said her aim is to win gold 
in Olympic Games.

The 20-year-old Dar-
long was felicitated by Tri-
pura Tribal Welfare minister 
Mevar Kumar Jamatia at an 
event organised by the Dar-
long Students Union here 
for winning gold in kickbox-
ing in 55kg category in the 
'Francaise Savate Champi-
onship' which was held in 
Chandigarh recently.

"I have been playing 
different games and sports 
in my village since child-
hood. There are many chil-
dren who play games in the 
village. I am just another 
player like them. My aim 
now is to now win gold in 
Olympic Games", she said.

Jamatia said the Tri-
pura government would 

do whatever is possible to 
encourage young sport-
spersons like her (Darlong).

"It is very admirable 
that Darlong has brought 
laurel for our state hailing 
from a humble family. We 
shall provide all the sup-
port she needs", the min-
ister said.

Darlong's mother Bi-
akveli an ASHA worker at 
82 mile village in Dhalai 
district of Tripura, who 
attended the felicitation 
function said she had to sell 
all her jewellery to fund her 
daughter's trip to Chan-
digarh.

"We are facing severe 
fund crunch, but I will 
do everything to see my 
daughter fulfil her dreams," 
Biakveli said.

Darlong's coach Pinaki 
Chakraborty said she has 
won gold at the WAKO In-
dia Junior National Kick-
boxing Championship at 

Bologna (Italy), Sep. 8 
(IANS): Jorginho's conver-
sion from the penalty spot 
in the 80th minute allowed 
Italy to salvage a 1-1 draw 
against Poland in the UEFA 
Nations League opener for 
both teams.

Roughly 20,000 specta-
tors showed up at Bolo-
gna's Renato Dall'Ara sta-
dium for Italy's first official 
match since the October 
2017 loss to Sweden in a 
2018 World Cup qualifier 
that left the Azzurri exclud-
ed from the global tourna-
ment for the first time in 60 

years, reports Efe news.
The hosts, with new 

coach Roberto Mancini 
at the helm, struggled to 
create any chances in the 
first half against a well-
organized Polish side that 
was sound on defense and 
opportunistic on the attack 
on Friday.

St e p p i n g  i n t o  t h e 
shoes of the legendary Gigi 
Buffon, Italy goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Donnarumma 
kept his squad in the match 
with fine saves against Piotr 
Zielinski in the 4th minute 
and Grzegorz Krychowiak 

in the 26th.
But there was nothing 

Donnarumma could do to 
stop Zielinski scoring in the 
40th minute after a mistake 
by Jorginho ended with the 
ball on the foot of Robert 
Lewandowski, whose cross 
found his teammate un-
marked at the far post.

Italy's sole chance in 
the first half was a strike 
by Federico Bernardeschi 
from just outside the box 
that went wide.

Whistled off the field at 
half-time by the home sup-
porters, the Azzurri were 

more lively after the break 
and Bernardeschi came 
close in the 52nd minute.

Mancini turned to his 
bench for help, replacing 
Lorenzo Insigne with Fed-
erico Chiesa and Mario Ba-
lotelli with Andrea Belotti, 
and Italy began to lift the 
pace as Poland fell back to 
defend their lead.

Even so, the equalizer 
might never have come but 
for Jakub Blaszczykowski's 
clumsy foul against Chie-
sa in the box, which gave 
Jorginho the opportunity 
to redeem himself.
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Pune, the 15th National 
Muay Thai Championship 
in 2014, the WAKO India 
Senior National Kickboxing 
Championship and the Na-
tional Amateur Muay Thai 
Championship in 2016.

Chakraborty said he is 
hopeful of success Darlong 
in the 2024 Olympics.

Savate and kickboxing 

are not included in the list 
of sports for 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. "But it is ex-
pected that both the game 
would be included in the 
2024 Olympics," he said.

Darlong is now prepar-
ing for her next muaythay 
championship scheduled 
to be held in Bangalore in 
October this year.

Asuncion (Paraguay), Sep. 8 (IANS): 
Juan Carlos Osorio made his formal 
debut as the new coach of Paraguay's 
national football team by promising 
that the side will qualify for the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar.

The 57-year-old Colombian re-
placed Gustavo Morinigo, who had 
been interim coach since December 
2017, when Francisco Arce left the 
team after they were shut out of quali-
fying for the 2018 World Cup in Russia, 
reports Efe news.

The new coach said during his 
presentation here on Friday that one of 
the main characteristics of Paraguayan 
players "is their capacity to give their 

all to compete," adding that he was 
confident that the national team 
"has a great opportunity to achieve 
its goals."

Osorio said his objective was "to 
be able to lead, manage and support a 
sports endeavor that could take Para-
guay to the next World Cup."

He said he was not there "to change 
the idea of Paraguayan football," but to 
"capitalize it."

Osorio also said he was "con-
vinced there is human potential" in 
the list of possible players that will 
allow the team to achieve its goal of 
qualifying for the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar.

The coach who guided Mexico to 
the knockout stage of the 2018 World 
Cup acknowledged, however, that he 
would need some time to carry out 
his objectives, adding that "it is not 
possible to implement this process 
is a week."

Paraguay's first important test 
under Osorio will come in June 2019, 
when the team takes part in the Copa 
America tournament.

Under the guidance of Osorio, 
Mexico won 33 matches, tied 9 times 
and lost 10 games.

At the World Cup, El Tri pulled off 
a stunning upset of defending cham-
pions Germany in the group stage.

Milan, Sep. 8 (AFP): Jorge 
Lorenzo set a new track re-
cord to snatch pole position 
for Sunday's San Marino 
MotoGP ahead of Australian 
Jack Miller and fellow Span-
iard Maverick Vinales.

World champion and 
current championship 
leader Marc Marquez of 
Honda suffered a shock fall 
that resulted in last year's 
winner qualifying fifth on a 
spare bike.

Three-time top-class 
world champion Lorenzo 
dominated Saturday's sec-
ond qualifying session to 
claim his third pole so far 
this season with a record 
time of 1min 31.629sec 
around the Misano track.

The 31-year-old from 
Majorca, who also took pole 
for the British Grand Prix 
which was cancelled two 
weeks ago because of tor-
rential rain, bettered his 
own previous Misano lap 
record from last year.

Lorenzo -- a three-time 
winner in Misano -- fin-
ished 28 hundredths of a 

Mumbai, Sep. 8 (IANS): After being axed from the Indian 
squad for the last two Tests against England, opener 
Murali Vijay has signed up with Essex County Cricket 
Club to represent them in the remainder of the 2018 
County Championship.

The BCCI announced the development on Saturday 
which was also confirmed by the Essex club's official 
website.

Vijay, who featured in the first two Tests of the five-
match India-England Test series, will be returning to the 
county ground where he scored 53 in the first innings of 
India's practice game against Essex.

"I was here with the India side about a month ago 
and saw first-hand just how good the crowd is. I can't 
wait to play for Essex and hopefully win some matches," 
Vijay said in a statement.

Expressing pleasure on the joining of the In-
dian opener, Essex head coach Anthony McGrath said: 
"We're delighted that Vijay has chosen to come here. 
He's a great batsman who can score runs at the top of 
the order."

"Vijay's run-scoring ability means he can be the 
difference-maker in a game, and that skill is something 
we were looking to bring in towards the end of the sea-
son and something that we're excited about," he added.

Changwon (South Korea), 
Sep. 8 (PTI): Ankur Mittal 
claimed the men's double 
trap gold medal in the ISSF 
World Championship for 
his career's biggest triumph, 
as the Indian shooting team 
continued its dominance 
in the premier tournament 
here Saturday.

The multiple World Cup 
medallist shot 140 out of 
150 to go into a shoot-off 
for gold with China's Yiyang 
Yang and Slovakia's Hubert 
Andrzej. The 26-year-old 
overcame the Chinese 4-3 
to emerge triumphant after 
the Slovakian had missed 
his second shoot-off clay 
target to settle for bronze.

Ankur also won the 
team bronze in the event 
along with compatriots Md. 
Asab and Shardul Vihaan, 
their tally of 409 points put-
ting them behind China's 
410 and the gold winning 
team Italy's tally of 411.

In other events of the 
day, two Indian women 
missed out on the finals of 
their respective events by 

the narrowest of margins.
Anjum Moudgil, who 

has already won a silver 
here in 10m air rifle and a 
2020 Olympic quota place 
for India, shot 1170 in the 
women's 50m rifle 3 posi-
tions qualifying round to 
finish ninth. The top eight 
make it to the finals.

Anjum shot the same 
score as the eighth placed 
Nina Christen of Switzer-
land, but Nina's 66 inner 
10 shots were higher than 

Anjum's tally of 56 inner 
10s, putting the Swiss ahead 
in the rankings.

Manu Bhaker, in the 
women's 25m pistol, tallied 
584 in qualification to fin-
ish 10th. 

At the end of the sec-
ond rapid fire qualifica-
tion round, four shooters 
-- Singapore's Xiu Hong 
Teh, Qatar's Aldana Saad 
Almubarak, Greece's Olym-
pic and world champion 
in the 10m air pistol Anna 

Korakaki and Manu, were 
tied at the same score.

However, Xiu and Al-
mubarak made it through as 
their tally of 22 and 21 inner 
10s were better than Anna's 
19 and Manu's 16.

In the trap mixed team 
junior event, Manisha Keer 
and Manavaditya Singh Ra-
thore reached the six-team 
final with a qualification 
score of 139, which placed 
them second. 

They eventually finished 
fourth, with a score of 24 in 
the final. The Italian pair 
of Erica Sessa and Lorenzo 
Ferrari won the gold medal 
with junior world record 
score of 42 in the final.

After the seventh day 
of competition, India have 
20 medals -- seven gold, 
seven silver and six bronze, 
putting them in the second 
position behind Korea and 
ahead of China.

India has also secured 
two Olympic quotas, mak-
ing it the country's best per-
formance ever at the World 
Championship.

Ankur Mittal

second ahead of Alma Pra-
mac Racing's Miller with 
Yamaha's Vinales at 0.32sec.

Lorenzo's Ducati team-
mate Andrea Dovizioso and 
Marquez closed out the top 
five, ahead of Britain's Cal 
Crutchlow, of Honda, who 
also crashed.

Italy's Valentino Ros-
si was seventh fastest for 
Yamaha, at a venue where 
he has won three times - 
most recently in 2014.

In recent years, Span-
iards have dominated at 
the track on Italy's Adriatic 
coast, not far from the tiny 
republic from which the 
race takes its name.

The 25-year-old Mar-
quez has won twice in the 
past three years for Honda.

Marquez has suffered a 
two-race blip, but so domi-
nant is the Spanish world 
champion that he still in-
creased his lead in the Mo-

toGP standings without 
winning. With seven races 
to go, Marquez is 59 points 
ahead of Rossi. Lorenzo 
and Dovizioso, who took the 
other podium places in the 
last two races, are 12 and 13 
points further back.

Italian Francesco Bag-
naia of the Sky Racing Team 
took pole in the Moto2 cat-
egory and Spaniard Jorge 
Martin leading Moto3 on 
his Honda.

Murali Vijay


