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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 7 (EMN): The five-
member inter-ministerial central 
team (IMCT) which visited Nagaland 
to assess the extent of devastation in 
different districts caused by heavy 
rains has pointed out lacunae in the 
state government’s memorandum 
to the government of India and has 
asked the latter to furnish the missing 
details so that the central team can 
submit its final report.

Sharing his observation after as-
sessing disaster-hit sites in Dimapur, 
Wokha, Kohima and parts of Phek 
district, the IMCT team leader Joint 
Secretary (FFR) Ministry of Home 
Affairs, KB Singh highlighted that 
details including demographics of the 
affected districts, number of villages 
and agriculture land needed to be in-
cluded. He said that during its three-
day visit, the team has tried to cover 
all the affected sectors. The team is 
stated to have assessed seven sectors 
in Dimapur district, Doyang area in 
Wokha where agricultural land as 
well as infrastructure have been dam-
aged, and 15 sites in Kohima district, 
besides interacting with the district 
administration and villagers as well. 

The official pointed out that the 
report presentations on the ground 
need to be updated as some informa-
tion were found to be overlapping. He 
said the SOR for all the departments 
also has to be annexed along with 
the complete detail of damage: area, 
length (in case of roads), materials 
etc. 

Singh advised the state to take 
all stakeholders into account when 
preparing state and district disaster 
management plans. While stating 
that the team will try to submit its 
report within a week’s time, he said 

they would need the missing details 
at the earliest. 

Advisor to Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Authority (NSDMA) 
Pukhayi Sumi, in his address during 
a debriefing programme at Hotel 
Vivor on September 6, said Nagaland 
was badly affected by the ongoing 
monsoon as the state was receiving 
‘abnormal rain’, leading to disasters 
in different forms. He highlighted 
that the main National Highway-29 
which connects Dimapur-Kohima-
Imphal was still cut off and alterna-
tive routes were being used where 
heavy vehicles were partially allowed 
passage. He said when the state capi-
tal is affected, 10 other districts also 
get affected.

The legislator expressed concern 
that when the roads get affected, it 
becomes difficult for heavy vehicles 
to ferry essential commodities, there-
fore, resulting in shortage of com-
modities and hike in prices.

He informed the IMCT that Naga-
land had faced heavy landslides even 
in 2017 and for restoration works and 
relief under NDRF, the state submit-
ted a memorandum requesting INR 
650 cr. to the government of India. 
“But we have been allotted only a 
slashed amount of INR 65 cr. which 
could not to do the restoration works 
or to even assist the needy people,” 
he said. Towards this, he requested 
the IMCT to reconsider allocation of 
a “more reasonable amount to Naga-
land government.”

The deputy commissioner of 
Kiphire delivered a presentation and 
informed that while the administra-
tion was trying to address issues 
regarding shortage of essential com-
modities, the district remained cut 
off from all sides. Stating all the roads 
connecting with the district were cut 
off except for one diversion by-pass 
from Meluri, he said this road too 
got damaged when several trucks 
carrying essential commodities were 
allowed to pass last week. 

The relief funds received so far 
were being utilised to purchase rice 
from local market for the affected 

people, the DC informed. He lament-
ed that even without the landslides 
cutting Kiphire off from the rest of 
the districts, it was identified in 2017 
as the fifth most remotest districts in 
India.

Chief secretary R Binchilo Thong 
admitted that heavy rainfalls this year 
have plunged Nagaland into an ‘SOS 
situation’. He remarked that the mag-
nitude and complexity of the disaster 
was such that, there have been floods, 
landslides, roads and bridges dam-
aged in multiple locations, people 
rendered homeless, agricultural fields 
destroyed, and some districts to be 
cut off from the rest of the state. He 
expressed apprehension that there 
will be more rains till October. 

Pointing out that the process of 
central intervention started after the 
Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju 
visited the state to assess the dam-
age on the appeal of Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio, Thong acknowledged 
the IMCT for visiting the state to as-
sess the extent of devastation caused, 
with the aim to provide central as-
sistance. 

He stated that due to unfavour-
able weather conditions, the team 
could not go to the far-flung areas, 
particularly those bordering Myan-
mar. However, with what the team 
had witnessed, he hoped that the 
IMCT would recommend to the gov-
ernment of India, central assistance 
befitting the ground situation. 

PWD (Roads and Bridges) chief 
engineer Limatongdang Jamir also 
highlighted the state’s overall dam-
ages to roads and bridges under the 
department and the status of the 
restoration works.

The IMCT was comprised of 
Singh as team leader, Director-in-
charge Department of Agriculture 
and Cooperation, Kolkota, Dr. K 
Manohoran, Consultant FCD, De-
partment of Expenditure New Delhi, 
RB Kaul, Anirban Acharya from the 
Ministry of Road and Transport and 
Highway Guwahati and Chahat Singh 
from the Department of Rural Devel-
opment, New Delhi.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
Even as Nagaland is reel-
ing from monsoon rains 
that have caused untold 
damage to its roads and 
destroyed dozens of hous-
es, weather forecasters 
have warned that there 
would be no respite from 
the bad weather as heavy 
rains accompanied by 
strong winds are expected 
to lash almost all the parts 
of the state in the next few 
days.

Monsoon rains have 
caused havoc in the state 
this year with floods and 
landslides cutting off sever-
al districts, especially Phek, 
Kiphire and Tuensang from 
the rest of the state besides 
claiming some precious 
lives and rendering many 
homeless.

Now, weather forecast-

ers have said that the state 
will face another spell of 
widespread heavy rain 
from September 7 to 12th. 
Very heavy rainfall is likely 
across the state from Sep-
tember 8 to 10th before 
eventually subsiding in the 
following days.

According to Nagaland 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NSDMA) 
and India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), Ga-
wahati, light to moderate 
rain and thundershowers 
are likely to lash almost 
the entire state, both in the 
plains and the hills in the 
coming days. Moderate 

to heavy rain and thun-
dershower at many plac-
es with moderate light-
ning strikes and strong 
wind are likely over Di-
mapur, Kiphire, Kohima, 
Longleng, Mokokchung, 
Mon, Peren, Phek, Tuen-
sang, Wokha and Zunhe-
boto districts. 

The northern parts of 
the state are most likely to 
record heavy rains which 
could cause localised 
flooding and landslides. 
The rains will be intermit-
tent in nature and hail-
storm could be witnessed 
over a few areas but partial 
clearance is expected on 

September 12.
A  s t a t e m e n t  f ro m 

NSDMA and IMD said 
that the upcoming show-
ers “can be attributed to 
the monsoon activity over 
northwest Odisha and 
neighbourhood, and over 
north Chhattisgarh and 
neighbourhood near Lat. 
22.9˚N and Long. 83.3˚E, 
about 30 km south of Am-
bikapur (Chhattisgarh) 
and 140 km east of Pendra 
Road (Chhattisgarh). The 
system would gradually 
west-northwestwards and 
further weaken.”  

The governmental 
departments responsible 
for roads and other infra-
structures and members 
of the public have been 
advised to take precaution-
ary measures during this 
period. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 7: Air pollution in Di-
mapur is reported to be at its highest 
level since 2011, according to a survey 
conducted on respirable suspended 
particulate matter (RSPM) by the 
Nagaland Pollution Control Board 
(NPCB). Deplorable road conditions 
have been cited for the heightened 
pollution level.

According to the annual report, 
RSPM was found to contain 140 mi-
crogram per cubic metres (mpcm) 
in 2017, which was 80 mpcm higher 
than the permissible level and the 
highest since 2011. 

Rusovil John, NPCB member 
secretary and state nodal officer for 
green corps programme, said this 
while sharing his concern on envi-

ronmental hazards Dimapur is going 
through at BizHorn, a management 
fest organised by the department of 
management studies, Institute of 
Chartered Financial Analysts of India 
(ICFAI) University.

John spoke to Eastern Mirror ex-
clusively and raised health concerns 
for the citizens of Dimapur as most 
roads were filled with dust. “Each dust 
particle is smaller than 10 microns 
and inhaling it will go straight to the 
lungs,” he said adding that blacktop-
ping from end to end would help. 

“The badly maintained roads and 
innumerable potholes contribute a 
lot to the deteriorating environment 
in Dimapur,” John said. 

“Vehicles passing through the 
roads give rise to clouds of dust en-

gulfing passers-by and nearby build-
ings, residences and trees,” he said 
adding that the situation worsens 
during winter and dry seasons when 
the concentration of RSPM in the air 
increases significantly resulting in 
respiratory diseases.

He informed that the NPCB has 
two permanent stations to check the 
air quality. “We put filter papers in the 
machine and weigh it before all the 
dust particles are retained. After the 
procedure the weight is re-measured 
in the laboratory,” he informed about 
the process. 

In other environmental concerns 
relating to Dimapur, John stressed 
on how the citizens hold mass social 
work in terms of cleaning the town 
but ‘litter the streets’ the next day.

“This concept has to change,” 
he encouraged the students of IC-
FAI. Other major concerns about 
Dimapur included checking of ve-
hicular emissions, burning of waste, 
pollution from small-scale industries 
and construction and demolition 
activities. 

From waste management and 
drainage to civic amenities, urban 
deforestation and many other factors 
such as begging and quacks setting 
up shop and posing as practitioners 
are a menace to the city, according 
to John. 

While acknowledging that people 
in authority were responsible for 
decision-making, John said citizens 
should also be aware of their actions 
and act responsibly. “It is time that we 
start to be aware of the consequences 
of our actions and join hands to make 
Dimapur a better place to live in,” he 
shared.

The two-day fest at ICFAI was held 
on the theme ‘learning, enriching, 
leading.’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 7: The Governor 
of Nagaland, PB Acharya, on 
Friday paid a surprise visit to 
the Local Products Daily Mar-
ket, a new marketplace that 
sells organic food items and 
goods made by the people of 
the state. 

Local Products Daily Mar-
ket, which is situated near Su-
per Market in front of Mokok-
chung bus and taxi stand in 
Dimapur, was inaugurated 
by the principal secretary, de-
partment of Horticulture, MK 
Mero, on Tuesday Sep. 4.

The governor lauded the 
Farmer Producer Organisation 

(FPO) for their initiative in es-
tablishing the organic product-
based market. He donated INR 
two lakh to the organisation to 
buy a pick-up truck for trans-
porting their produce to the 
market place and bought prod-
ucts from almost all the stalls to 
encourage the vendors.

On learning that FPO had 
to pay a monthly rent of INR 
10,000 to the Development 
Authority of Nagaland for the 
marketing shed, the gover-
nor appealed the authority to 
charge only INR 100 per month 
for at least a year or till a time 
when they are well established, 
saying that it is the duty of 

everyone to help the poorer 
section of the society.

Acharya advised the stake-
holders to avoid littering the 
premises with plastic bags and 
disposable cups and plates. 
He placed an order for 100 
wooden plates and 100 spoons 
from an artisan vendor within 
the marketplace and requested 
the FPO to distribute it to every 
vendor so that they could use 
them in the market instead of 
disposable plates and cups. 

The governor suggested 
the vendors to replace plastic 
bags with fabric bags and make 
it available to the customers 
with minimal price. He also 

requested the FPO to provide 
the vendors with chairs with 
back-rest and elevated vegeta-
ble racks.

Governor advised the or-
ganisation to have some spe-
cific days marked for different 
tribes so that they could show-
case their speciality and attract 
more customers. 

While interacting with 
Eastern Mirror, the secretary of 
FPO Dimapur district, Neivi-
zonou Nyekha, informed that a 
cold chamber will be installed 
in one of the sheds before the 
end of this month.
Are products at Local Product 
Daily Market costlier than 
other markets?
Eastern Mirror, on Friday, sur-
veyed three popular markets 
-- Local Product Daily Market, 
Super Market, and New Market 
-- in Dimapur to find out price 
variation of some essential 
goods.  

It was found out that there 
is not much price difference; 
in fact some products like fer-
mented bamboo shoot, okra, 
and yardlong bean are cheaper 
at the newly inaugurated Local 
Product Daily Market though it 
comes with “organic” tag. 

New Delhi, Sep. 7 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court Fri-
day took exception to the 
fact that only 11 of the 29 
states and seven union ter-
ritories have filed reports 
regarding compliance of 
its order directing them 
to take steps to deal with 
mob lynching and cow 
vigilantism.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and Justices 
A M Khawilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud granted the 
last opportunity to the de-
faulting states and UTs, 
warning if they did not file 
their reports within a week, 
then their home secretaries 
will have to appear in per-
son before court.

During the hearing, the 
Centre informed the court 
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A graph showing the concentration of RSPM in Dimapur’s air, from 2011 to 2017, shows an 
increasing trend over the years with the highest level of 141 mpcm in 2017 against the per-
missible limit of 60 mpcm (indicated by a red line).                                                - Source NPCB

Govt. departments and citizens advised 
to take precautionary measures as 

floods and landslides likely

that an empowered Group 
of Ministers has been set 
up to consider framing a 
law on mob violence fol-
lowing the cow vigilantism 
verdict.

The bench was hearing 
a plea by Congress leader 
Tehseen Poonawala seek-
ing initiation of contempt 

proceedings against Ra-
jasthan officials including 
the Chief Secretary and 
the police chief for alleged 
violation of the top court's 
verdict in the alleged lynch-
ing of dairy farmer Rakbar 
Khan on July 20.

On July 17, the top court 
had said that "horrendous 

acts of mobocracy" cannot 
be allowed to overrun the 
law of the land and issued 
a slew of guidelines to deal 
with mob lynching and cow 
vigilantism. 

It had then also asked 
the Centre to consider en-
acting a new law to sternly 
deal with such incidents.

Damage assessment 
team from the Centre 

says it will try to submit 
report within a week 

Governor PB Acharya buying products from the vendors during his visit to the new daily market in Dimapur on Friday. 

Annual average concentration of RSPM in 
Dimapur from 2011 - 2017

Prices of some products sold in three different markets in Dimapur

Price

Food items Quantity Local Product 
Daily Market

Super 
Market

New 
Market

Fermented bamboo 
shoot

Plastic jar INR 100 INR 200 INR 
150/200

Fermented bamboo 
shoot juice

750 ml INR 30 INR 40 INR 50

Local cabbage 1 kg INR 30 INR 20 INR 30

Local ginger plant 
bud

Bunch INR 20 INR 20 (Not 
available)

Local lemon INR 20 (per 5) INR 20 
(per 3)

INR 5 
(per 1)

Local brinjal 
(aubergine)

Bunch INR 20 INR 20 INR 20

Local banana Bunch INR 20 INR 50 (Not 
available)

King chilly A bowl full INR 100 INR 50 INR 250 
(per kg)

Yam 1 kg INR 50 INR 70 INR 50

Bitter eggplant Half litre 
tin can

INR 50 INR 30 INR 30

Local ladies finger 
(okra)

1 kg INR 20 INR 30 INR 40

Chilli powder 250 
ml/350 ml 
(cup)

INR 40 INR 
50/100

INR 
50/100

Lolli (yardlong 
bean)

Bunch INR 20 INR 40 INR 40

Source - Eastern Mirror



CPO’s position on 23rd Aug. declaration by Naga Hoho, UNCNSCN (R) pays courtesy visit 
to ceasefire board chairman

Bade village reminds 
landowners on 
verification drive

NDPP ignoring matters of 
public importance – NPF youth

2
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, September 8, 2018

NSCN/GPRN (R) members with Shokin Chauhan in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
The NSCN/GPRN (R) paid 
a courtesy visit to the new-
ly appointed CFSB/CFMG 
chairman, Lt. Gen. Shokin 
Chauhan AVSM, YSM, SM, 
VSM (retd.) on Friday Sep. 
7 in Dimapur.

The meeting with the 
Ceasefire Super visor y 
Board/Ceasefire Monitor-
ing Group (CFSB/CFMG) 
chairman was facilitated 
through ‘staff officer T 
Mere (dy. commandant)’, 
stated a press release is-
sued by the MIP, NSCN (R). 

It stated that since the 
meeting was just a cour-
tesy call, no particular 
agenda was discussed. 

“However, the Chair-
man expressed his desire 
to work in co-ordination 
with the NPGs as far as 
peace is concerned, and 
said not to hesitate, but en-
lighten/inform him should 

any problem/s with re-
gard to the Ceasefire issues 
crops up, since he was ever 
willing to discuss in try-
ing to mitigate or perhaps 
try to solve the problems 
(if any). Nevertheless the 
Chairman was also of the 
view that such things are 
only possible if all stake-
holders work hand in hand 
and in positive co-ordina-
tion,” the release stated. 

 The NSCN (R) recipro-
cated and also expressed 
their desire for ‘peace’ to 
be on top of its priority list, 
and added that the organi-
sation will lend out with 
all possible support with 
positive enforcement to 
the ‘yearning and call for 
peace’. 

“The NSCN (R) ex-
pressed happiness and is 
also very optimistic that a 
very experienced person 
like the Chairman (Chau-

han) with vast knowledge, 
both within and outside 
the country and who is 
also very familiar with 
the North-eastern States, 
particularly Nagaland can 
surely bring about posi-
tive Changes,” stated the 
release. 

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Chau-
han was posted several 
times to the northeast re-
gion and also Nagaland, 
“who served under various 
capacities as an army of-
ficer who also expressed 
his (Chauhan) love for the 
region and people of the 
NE”.

The NSCN (R) is rep-
resented by ‘Kilonser’ 
Viniho Kiho (co-chair-
man CFSB),  Kilonser 
Newell Achumi (mem-
ber CFSB), Toshi Long-
kumer Secretary (CFSB) 
and MIP (I/c) Amento 
V.Chophi (tatar). 

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN):  The 
Chakhesang Public Organiza-
tion (CPO) has reacted to the 
counterstatement issued by the 
Naga Hoho over the ‘23 Aug. 
2018 declaration jointly signed 
by the Naga Hoho (NH)and 
UNC at Senapati village’ and 
issued a statement detailing its 
“un-wavered stand of CPO be-
fore the Nagas”.  

A press statement issued by 
the CPO President Kekhwen-
gulo Lea and General Secre-
tary Mutsivoyi Kotso said that 
the NH came under severe test 
when some tribes walked out in 
protest but few remnants tribal 
Hoho of Nagaland firmly stood 
with the apex body in greater 
interest of the Nagas. 

 Despite serious hurdles con-
fronted throughout, never be-
fore was the image and integrity 
of NH brought to lowest ebb as is 
today, the release said while add-
ing that to salvage the sinking of 
the Naga Hoho; the APO, CPO, 
Pochury Hoho and Rengma 
Hoho jointly on July 29, 2017 put 
a stricture on the functioning 
Chuba Ozukum as president of 
NH or participation or talking 
as official president of the NH 
at all cost. 

When the said stricture by 

the four federating units of Na-
galand remains in force, Chuba 
Ozukum singly dared signed a 
controversial document/dec-
laration, of which the point 6 
and 7 are clearly a warning and 
intimidation to any Naga or 
group or assembly, irrespec-
tive of their given capacity or 
obligation. It termed the threat 
to consider one as anti national 
and be banned from one’s own 
territory based on such blanket 
declaration alleged as that of the 
Naga people is highly aggressive 
and potentially reactionary.

The CPO said that the NH 
and the Nagas are well aware of 
the CPO’s steadfast support and 
position on the original Naga 
political principle. 

It declared that any devia-
tion from this originality will be 
pseudo-political principle and  
any Naga or group or assembly 
that deviates from this original-
ity would be un-mandated or 
unauthorised. 

saying that it respects the 
ongoing peace process of all 
negotiating groups, it however, 
objected the expression and 
intention of calling other Naga 
members, group or assembly as 
un-mandated, or unauthorized, 
and the open threat to brand 

them anti national and ban their 
entry in Naga territory. 

“No one has legitimacy to 
issue diktat of present nature to 
dissenting others,” it said.

 It also ridiculed the NH open 
letter, where the president him-
self appended his name as a 
signatory, and termed it as self 
contradictory and apparently a 
post mortem rationalization of 
23rd August declaration. 

Saying that nowhere in the 
declaration mention Nagas of 
Manipur, the CPO pointed out 
that had not the two NH des-
ignated officials rightly ques-
tioned the modus operandi of 
the president singly signing a 
questionable declaration, ‘Hoho 
defendants might not come out 
with such clarification though 
under the garb of rebuttal’. 

It stated that four defend-
ants justified their president by 
saying that the declaration was 
signed in their presence; howev-
er, the CPO questioned whether 
the decision of a few hoho offi-
cials against their counterparts 
without seeking endorsement 
from the competent executive 
council and the federal assem-
bly on issue of high sensitivity 
of present nature is unilateral 
or not.  

It asserted that if the intent 
of the declaration was in the 
best interest of and solely for 
the Nagas of Manipur, and not 
for any other Nagas areas within 
and outside Nagaland, “then 
it should have been worded 
carefully  leaving no room for 
misinterpretation. However, it 
said that the actual language in 
the joint declaration and ‘post 
reaction unilateral clarifica-
tion issued by the “president in 
question and others speak dif-
ferently”. 

 Therefore, the CPO stated its 
firm position with regard to the 
declaration and NH that ‘any 
self-determined Naga political 
principal and position deviated 
from originality shall have no 
binding whatsoever on CPO and 
its members’. It also asserted 
that the day the president’s tribe 
walked out from the Naga Hoho, 
he is stripped of all moral right 
and constitutional privileges to 
occupy the chair. It declared that 
any decision or action adopted 
thereafter by Naga Hoho under 
his unconstitutional leadership 
is out rightly null and void and 
added that the CPO shall bear no 
responsibility any consequential 
fallout for his continuity in of-
fice.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): In continuation of the earlier 
notification with regard to verification drive, the Bade 
Village Council (BVC) has reminded all the landown-
ers that the council along with the Bade youth or-
ganisation has been undertaking verification drive of 
non-local tenants/coolie/workers within the village 
jurisdiction. 

The village council chairman has informed that 
those tenants without proper certified documents will 
not be allowed to reside within the village jurisdiction. 

Landowners desiring to keep new tenants/coolie/
workers will be required to register with the village 
authorities, the council stated.

The council cautioned that any dispute/cases aris-
ing out of non-registration will be borne by the land-
owners.  It has informed that this exercise has been 
carried out to check the flow of illegal immigrants. 
Therefore, landowners are requested to cooperate with 
the village authorities.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
central youth wing has ac-
cused the ruling National-
ist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) of lacking 
courage and the willpower 
to face matters of pub-
lic importance except on 
resorting to personal at-
tacks.

NPF central  youth 
wing press release issued 
by its press and media cell 
has affirmed continuing 
to raise substantial issues 
that requires the atten-
tion of the government as 
a responsible opposition 
party.

While accusing the 
NDPP of resorting to per-
sonalised attacks on TR 
Zeliang in the absence of 
argument skills despite 
many glaring problems 
that has gripped the state, 
NPF youth stated that 
such personal matter be-
ing brought in public do-
main again and again is a 
dull and tasteless act.

It reminded NDPP on 
how their leader Neiphiu 
Rio obtained a fake certifi-
cate of BA Honours from 

Kohima College on a non-
working Saturday thereby 
compelling the college 
authority to work on holi-
day, which it stated was a 
clear case of fraud under 
IPC 420. 

The NPF youth has 
expressed readiness for 
an open debate with the 
NDPP on the issue of 
qualification of both the 
leaders for clarity if the 
latter desire to know what 
crime was committed by 
whom? 

It rather lashed out at 
NDPP for avoiding an-
swering pertinent ques-
tion like why Nagaland 
government did not re-
c e i v e  M G N R E G  f u n d 
while all other states in 
the country had received 
the said fund against the 
current financial year? It 
accused NDPP led PDA 
government on making 
money out of the funds al-
ready brought by the pre-
vious DAN government.                                                                                           

It further requested 
the NDPP to go for issue-
based politics and not re-
main forever mired with 
individual-politics.

STATE

Nagaland second least suicide state

Political parties of Mon to 
meet for e-roll
The electoral registration officer of Mon, Kumar 
Ramnikant, in a circular informed all the recognised 
political parties under Mon district that a pro-
gramme on publication of draft electoral roll w.r.t 
Jan. 1 2019 will be held on Sep. 11 at 12:30 pm in the 
conference hall of the deputy commissioner, Mon. 
All the concerned have been requested to attend the 
programme.

DLSU to hold general conference
The Dimapur Lotha Students Union (DLSU) will be 
holding its 33rd general conference-cum- fresher’s 
meet and 4th academic excellence award on Sep. 
15 at Lotha Hoho Ki. The event will be conducting 
under the theme “Envisioning Tomorrow” with the 
director of Economics & Statistics, Y Sacheo Ovung as 
the chief patron and treasurer of the NDPP, Dr. John 
Murry as the guest patron.  The valedictory session 
will be attended by Jacob Yanthan joint director of 
Agriculture department. The union general secretary 
has informed all the Lotha students of class 10 and 
above to attended the programme without fail. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Organic produces put-up for sale at Porba village on the occasion of the farmer’s day on Sep. 6.

Porba village observes farmer’s day
Dimapur, September 7 (EMN): 
The Porbami Farmers Union 
(PFU) observed farmer’s day on 
Sep. 6 at the Panchayat Hall in 
Porba village, with the deputy 
director of Agriculture, Sanuzo 
Nienu as the chief guest.

According to an update 
received from the organisers, 
the chief guest in his address 
encouraged the farmers to take 
up organic cultivation practices 
for better health and higher 
income generation. He urged 
the farming community to 
increase the area under paddy 
cultivation and also to take up 
diversified farming.  

Secretary of the farm-
ers’ union, Vebi Chiero gave 
a presentation on different 
organic farming activities car-
ried out in the village and the 
benefit obtained from it.  He 
expressed gratitude to govern-

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 7: Nagaland is 
ranked the second least state of 
the country in the number of 
suicides committed with 21 cases 
(0.9%) in 2015 behind Bihar with 
0.5%, according to a report pub-
lished by National Crime Record 
Bureau (NCRB). However, there 
was increased in the number to 
61.5% compared to 2014, which 
recorded only 13 cases. In the 
Northeast states, NCRB recorded 
12,801 (5%) cases from 2001 to 
2012, which also pointed out that 
men showed more suicidal ten-
dencies than women. 

This was presented by as-
sistant professor of Psychology 
and Counselling department, 
S. Joseph’s University, Dimapur, 
Ruovizokhonuo while addressing 
on ‘Suicide statistical data’ at the 
one-day seminar on ‘awareness 
about suicide and prevention’ 
commemorating the World Sui-
cide Prevention Week on Sep. 7. 
The programme was organized 
by the department of Psychology 
and Counselling of St. Joseph’s 
University.

Referring to World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) 2016 research, 
the asst. prof. said in India two of 
every three people are depressed 
adding in the female: male ratio, 
the male rate of suicide was high-
er. According to WHO, Maharash-

tra recorded the highest suicides 
cases with 16,307, followed by 
Tamil Nadu with 16,122, West 
Bengal with 14,310, Karnataka 
with 10,945, and Telengana with 
9,623. 

Also speaking on “signs and 
symptoms,” Asst. Prof. Vetalia 
said a suicidal person tends to 
behave as a giver, sorting affairs, 
talking negative, collecting ma-
terials, risky behaviour sign, iso-
lation, self-harming, negative 
ideation, mood swings, feeling 
hopelessness, and self criticism. 

Even those who go through emo-
tional pain and untreated mental 
disorders are at risk and those are 
the traits one need to observe in a 
person, she advised. 

On the psychological factors, 
Asst. Prof. Beni Seb underlined 
that stressful life events which 
may be due to loss, abuse, and 
chronic physical illness drives a 
person to be suicidal. According 
to Lancet Psychiatry 2015 jour-
nal, unemployment accounted 
for 45,000 suicides in a year in-
cluding workplace stress such 

as job strain and occupational 
uncertainty. 

Inter-personal relationships 
that include family factors, ro-
mantic relationship, and conflict 
in romantic relationships contrib-
ute significantly towards suicidal 
behaviour as per Aspalan 2003 
research. 

The contributing factors 
among youth included peer 
abuse, low academic achieve-
ment which was significantly 
more likely to report suicidal 
ideation. The role of media such 

as social comparison, body image 
and blue whale challenge game 
recorded suicide cases among 
youth, said Seb.   

The head of department, Dr. 
Watinaro Longkumer, in her pres-
entation on “assessment and 
intervention,” said 7 out of 10 who 
have attempted suicide showed 
signs of suicide. 

“But we wait until we see a 
sign and then act but most of the 
time we miss them.  

“Because of taboo and stigma 
associated with suicide, the is-
sue are denied, kept a secret and 
avoided. Anyone of us is at risk of 
suicide and it was high time we 
understand the signs and symp-
toms,” addressed Longkumer. 
She counselled that to avoid 
such event, a person dealing 
with a suicidal person should be 
non judgemental and empathic 
listener. 

The university’s vice chancel-
lor, Dr. D Gnanadurai pointed 
out that even though people are 
highly intelligent and qualified, 
the question of ‘how strong’ a per-
son’s mind remains. He empha-
sised on emotional intelligence, 
which if not managed properly, 
a person’s live will be lost. Emo-
tional intelligence was a drawback 
to human beings and this need to 
be managed well, emphasised the 
vice chancellor.   

ment, NGOs, and other financial institu-
tions for providing support to the farming 
community. 

On the occasion, the best farmer and 

the best upcoming farmer were awrded. 
The programme was attended by of-

ficials from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, SDAO, 
Pfutsero, and NRLM.

Teachers learn about electronic waste management
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Sep. 7:  A daylong 
workshop on “Karo Sambhav,” 
an electronic waste (e-waste) 
management programme was 
held at Spring Valley School in 
Dimapur on Sep. 6. 

The Karo Sambhav’s Zonal 
Manager (east), Joshua Thiek, 
was the resource person for the 
day. Speaking to teachers about 
the importance of school’s par-
ticipation in the programme, 
Theik said that it helps teachers 
to learn innovative pedagogical 
practice for effective teaching. 

Speaking about the ill effects 
of e-waste on environment and 
human health, he said e-waste 
can pollute groundwater, air, 

and even result in acidify of soil. 
He elucidated that it can also 
affect human health in the form 
of lung cancer, kidney failure, 
brain damage, asthmatic, and 
bronchitis.

Karo Sambhav, also an e-
waste Producer Responsibil-
ity Organisation (PRO) have 
recycled and managed e-waste 
of multi-national companies in-
cluding Apple, Dell, Lenovo, and 
HP, he said. 

Theik encouraged the teach-
ers to prepare the students to face 
the 21st century of digital world 
adding that one requires C-skill 
sets to teach the children. The C 
skill sets includes communica-
tion, critical thinking, creativity, 

collaboration, and computation-
al skills, he maintained.

Pranshu Singhal, found-
er of Karo Sambhav said the 
programme aimed at creating 
awareness on critical environ-
mental issues and inspiring 
students to adopt preventive en-
vironmental strategies. He stated 
that the programme is building 
a cohesive e-waste movement 
across India by making it pos-
sible for people and institutions 
to responsibly recycle their elec-
tronic waste. 

For schools enrolled under 
Karo Sambhav programme, 
teachers will be given seven 
modules based on circular econ-
omy and understanding waste 

including e-waste. The teachers 
will work along with students on 
various activities, community 
projects, and practical field-work 
within four months. 

In the academic year 2017-18, 
the programme engaged over 
1000 schools across 29 states and 
two Union Territories in India. It 
engaged over 2,400 teachers and 
over 12,1000 students.

According to the Global E-
Waste Monitor 2017, India is 
the fourth largest producer of 
e-waste in the world but respon-
sibly recycles only 2% of it. The 
same report showed that over 
95% wastes are handled by infor-
mal recyclers using unscientific 
methods. 
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State gears up for massive Measles-Rubella Vaccination Campaign 

Food Processing: Need of the hour as local produce increases

Two former MNPF officials join NSCN (IM) DNYO informs citizens 
on electricity usage 

Peace Channel calls 
nomination for award

NRMSATA-2016 calls off agitation; to resume normal duties 

Chief Minister Rio to launch campaign on Oct. 3, lakhs of children to be vaccinated state-wide 
Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
Nagaland is on full prepa-
ration mode for the mega 
Measles Rubella Vaccina-
tion Campaign (MRVC) 
which will cover lakhs of 
children all over the state. 
The preparatory works has 
been underway in all the 
districts for the past months 
and the mega campaign 
will be officially launched 
by Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on October 3, 2018. 

The Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Department in 
collaboration with other 
departments and NGOs has 
been carrying out a massive 
awareness campaign for the 
past few months and the 
citizens of the state have 
been sensitized about the 
disease and also about the 
importance of the cam-
paign.

Measles is one of the 
most contagious diseases 
ever known and is an im-
portant cause of death and 
disability among young 
children worldwide. Ru-
bella can cause severe birth 
defects. In 2000, before 
the Measles and Rubel-
la Initiative was formed, 
more than 562,000 children 
died worldwide from mea-

sles complications each 
year. Rubella, also known 
as “German Measles”, is 
generally a mild disease 
but can have serious con-
sequences for pregnant 
women and their children.

The state Directorate 
of Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR) with its of-
ficials spread in every nook 
and corner of the state has 
been diligently reporting 
about the programmes 
conducted in the different 
districts and sub-divisions. 

The latest update about 
the MRVC from the DIPR 
stated that the state Health 
and Family Welfare (HFW) 
Department, the nodal 
agency to implement the 
campaign, has formed a 
State Task Force under the 
chairmanship of the Princi-
pal Secretary HFW, Himato 
Zhimomi held a meeting 
on Sep. 6 at the Secretariat 
and deliberated on various 
issues regarding the cam-
paign. 

 It stated that the Sr. 
Medical Officer (SMO), 
W H O - Na g a l a n d  g a ve 
a presentation on the 
progress of activities at 
State and District levels by 
sharing the official tracker 

sheet, and said that only 
few districts like Dimapur, 
Kiphire, Mokokchung, Per-
en and Zunheboto are yet 
to conduct the 2nd DTF 
while review of micro-plan 
is also due for some dis-
tricts which is expected to 
be completed soon. 

Issue pertaining to fix-
ing of realistic targets was 
discussed as the projected 
GOI estimate (35% of total 
state population) is pro-
jected at 7,14,269 as com-
pared to headcount tar-
gets submitted by districts 
totalling which comes to 
only 4,72,947. Moreover, 
report based on estima-
tion based on previous 
IPPI round (IPPI coverage 
x 3) is projected at 6,59,727 
children.

A decision was taken 
to re-look at MRVC targets 
at the district levels be-
fore finalization of the final 
target, the DIPR stated. 
Therefore, the principal 
secretary, HFW suggested 
that Jt. directors in-charge 
of district should visit their 
respective districts at the 
earliest and review MRVC 
targets as well as assess 
the preparedness for the 
campaign.

Prepared assessment 
with focus on checklists 
pertaining to trainings, 
meetings, micro-plan re-
view, vaccine and cold 
chain management plan-
ning, etc with funding and 
involvement of partner 
departments like education 
were highlighted. It was 
also reminded on the need 
to document and maintain 
all activities for review by 
assessment team that will 
be visiting the state from 
Sept. 10-15th.

SPO UIP Nagaland also 
presented on the status of 
activities and preparation 
for MRVC by the depart-
ment. He said that the de-
partment tentatively plans 
to organise State launch 
of MRVC at Northfield 
School, Kohima and also 
highlighted on the state 
activities for procurement. 
He informed the meeting 
that Lions Club was on 
support of IEC activities as 
the official partner agreed 
to fund a short video pro-
duction with Dreamz Un-
limited, flex hoardings and 
banners, leaflets, posters, 
printed T-shirts for School 
MR Warriors and stickers.  

A state level orientation 

workshop for media and re-
ligious leaders is scheduled 
on Sep. 25. For the brand 
ambassador, the dept. has 
engaged Sievituo Solo, a 
renowned cyclist travelling 
the world on his bamboo 
cycle to take the message 
of MRVC to all parts of Na-
galand while the possibility 
of engaging popular motor-
cycle groups/clubs is also 
under consideration, the 
DIPR report stated. 

Discussions were also 
held on the need to sen-
sitize private practition-
ers to deal with negative 
messages circulating on 
social media. Verification 
and accessibility of ses-
sion sites, especially for 
urban areas and inclusion 
of pre-schools, crèche’s and 
kindergartens to be kept 
on high priority were also 
discussed. 

Radio jingles to be 
broadcast all over Naga-
land with the help of AIR; 
confirmation of co-opera-
tion from the Muslim com-
munity especially in Ko-
hima and Dimapur to share 
IEC materials in their local 
script as they have a size-
able population were also 
studied, the DIPR stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 7: The Min-
istry of Food Processing 
Industries in association 
with the Federation of In-
dustry and Commerce 
of North Eastern Region 
(FINER) organised a semi-
nar at Hotel Lake Shilloi in 
Dimapur on September 7 
with an aim to propagate 
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Sampada Yojana (PMKSY), 
a scheme for agro-marine 
processing and develop-
ment of agro-processing 
clusters.

Director of Horticul-
ture Department, Dr. R 
Elithung Lotha, spoke on 
the topic “Creation, ex-
pansion of food process-
ing and preservation ca-
pacities of food processing 
industries in Northeast 
region” at the event.

“Production alone 
cannot help; we need to 
have quality products, ef-
fective processing, and 
properly package of fin-
ished product,” Lotha told 

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The NSCN 
(IM) today informed that the 
former defence secretary of Ma-
nipur Naga People’s Front (MNPF) 
Lovejoy K Zimik and former former 
publicity secretary of MNPF, Tamrei 
K. Zimik alias L. Zimik have surren-
dered to the NSCN (IM) authorities 
at their own violation after realising 
their ‘grave mistakes’ in the month 
of Aug. 

A press release issued by the 
MIP, NSCN (IM), while informing 
about the ‘surrender’ of the two 
former MNPF officials, stated some 
insuinating claims as being said by 
the two cadres. 

 It claimed the former MNPF 
defence secretary, Lovejoy K Zmik, 
who surrendered on Aug. 8,  as 
saying that the MNPF survives 
mercy of the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA), a Meitei group based 
in Myanmar. 

The MIP stated that Lovejoy K 
Zimik claimed that the sole pur-
pose of the existence of the MNPF 
is to disrupt and demean the on-
going Indo-Naga political talk and 
that all the ‘ugly incidents carried 
out by the MNPF were supervised 
by the PLA’. 

“ He apologised to the Nagas 
for being a mouthpiece of the PLA 
and Meiteis earlier. Though his 
misdeeds cannot be undone, he 
nevertheless, asks to be given a 
chance to live a righteous life and 
repay his debts to the Naga nation,” 
the release stated. 

The MIP also stated that former 
publicity secretary of MNPF, Tamrei 
K Zimik @ L. Zimik also surren-

dered to NSCN (IM) on Aug. 18,  
 The MIP claimed the former 

MNPF publicity secretary as say-
ing that  MNPF has no objective, 
principle and rules and is merely 
an agent and a mouthpiece of the 
Peole’s Liberation Army (PLA) and 
Coordination Committee (Cor-
Com), a conglomerate of some Ma-
nipur valley based militant outfits 
based in Myanmar. 

The MIP claimed that MNPF is 
being used by the Meitei UGs and 
CSOs (civil society organizations) 
with the blessing of Manipur Gov-
ernment to break the unity of the 
Nagas and to sabotage the ongoing 
NSCN-GoI peace talk. 

The release also stated that 
L. Zimik claimed that the MNPF 
has never said a single word for 
the good of the Nagas but always 
condemns the Nagas CSOs, Naga 
Hoho, tribal Hohos, political party 
NPF and the leadership of the Ato 
Kilonser, Th. Muivah. 

 It claimed that the former pub-
licity secretary has acknowledged 
the NSCN (IM) to be rightful gov-
ernment mandated by the Nagas 
to fight for Naga’s sovereignty and 
stated that the L Zimik has ap-
pealed “all the Naga brethren not 
to commit the same mistake he has 
committed by joining the MNPF” 
and urged “the civil societies of Ma-
nipur state to boycott the MNPF”. 

The MIP also stated that both 
the surrendered cadres accused 
the MNPF Chairman, John Francis 
Kashung “ of working only for his 
personal gain in collaboration with 
the PLA”. 

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The Diphupar Naga 
Youth Organisation (DNYO) has informed all 
the citizens living in Diphupar village to stop 
using incandescent bulbs of any wattage, 
electric heater for cooking and to stop illegal 
tapping of electricity. 

The DNYO president stated that the 
directive is been issued in order to avoid 
unnecessary load-shedding and additional 
power consumptions.  It also notified the  
shopkeepers not to sell the incandescent bulb 
or any parts or accessories of electric heater. 

“Failing to comply with the said appeal 
(order) will be penalised,” the DNYO warned. 

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The Peace Chan-
nel will be conferring its 10th Peace Award 
to individuals who have made exceptional 
contributions in peace building, conflict 
resolution and related issues in Nagaland. 
The award will be given away during its 11th 
Annual Peace Knit Fest 2018 on Sep. 21 at 
Town Hall, Super Market in Dimapur.

It has informed that the award is open to 
all irrespective of religion, sex, age and tribe. 
Nominations are expected to be submitted 
with full bio-data with photographs in both 
hard and soft copy. The information provided 
must be duly supported with adequate verifi-
able evidence and signed by the nominator. 

Nomination should reach the Peace 
Channel’s office latest by Sep. 16, address 
to - Director, Peace Channel, Bishop’s House, 
Circular Road, Post Box-03, Dimapur; Con-
tact- +919089440905 or Email: peacechan-
nel05@gmail.com or cpanto@gmail.com.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): After a 
reported agreement between the 
two opposing parties, the Nagaland 
RMSA Teachers Association - 2006 
(NRMSTA - 20016) has called off 
its agitation that has been going 
on from Sep. 4 till Sep. 6 and has 
resolved to resume normal duties ‘at 
the earliest’. 

The state government had in-
vited the NRMSTA - 20016 on Aug. 5 
for a meeting to come ‘an amicable 
solution’ in response to which the 
agitating teachers put their agitation 
on hold. 

The NRMSTA -2016 teachers 
had been agitating against a certain 
office memo which directed them to 
draw their salaries after a deduction.  

Today’s new development of the 
NRMSTA - 20016 teachers calling 
off their agitation after the meeting 
between the two parties.  

A press release issued by the 
association’s President, Sao Venuh 
and General Secretary Haisoliabe 
Ndang said that a meeting was held 
between the government and the 
NRMSTA -2016 where the depart-
ment agreed to look into the de-
mands tabled by the association ‘in 
all its fairness with objectivity and 
with an open mind’.  

It stated that the principal secre-
tary of school education stated that 
the deadline for signing the office 
memorandum which was earlier set 
on Sep 17 has been postponed to 

Sep. 29 so that a respectable time pe-
riod may be laid, both for the dept. to 
cross examine the tabled demands 
and an equitable decision may be 
derived by the teachers thereof 
based on the responses. 

“With the issue of Office Memo-
randum currently under review, the 
Association directs all its members 
to restrain from signing the Office 
Memorandum and to resume their 
normal duties at the earliest until 
a conclusion is drawn from the 
responses given by the dept.” the 
release stated while at the same 
time expressed gratefulness to all its 
members who came from all over 
the districts and extended their un-
flinching support for cause. 

Measles and Rubella Awareness 
Campaign at Bhandari

Mokokchung holds review meet  

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The 2nd 
MRVC was held on Sep. 7 at Bhandari  
which was attended by Medical de-
partment, heads of Governmental 
departments of the Sub Division, 
Students Union leaders, Church lead-
ers, GBS and Dobashis, Teachers and 
NGOs as Block Task Force, Campaign 
Committee Members

ADC Bhandari, Tiameren Chang, 
also chairman of block task force 
committee, urged all task force mem-
bers to actively participate in creating 

awareness and to disseminate   infor-
mation for the upcoming MRVC to 
be launched on Oct. 3 in the sub-di-
vision along with the rest of the state. 

 Dr. Lipokrenla Ao, CHC Bhandari 
asked the members to follow the laid 
out communication plan in order 
to mobilise the community for cent 
percent participation and to  system-
atically coordinate with the health 
workers to make the Vaccination 
Campaign successful, a DIPR report 
stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): District micro 
planning review meeting for MRVC 
on the theme “Measles and rubella 
move fast, we can and must move 
faster” was held in the IDSP confer-
ence hall of IMDH, Mokokchung, on 
September 6. 

A press release from DPMU 
Mokokchung stated that CMO Dr. 
Medemmayang, challenged all the 
participants to co-operate for the suc-
cess of the programme.

Also speaking on the occasion, 
deputy CMO urged upon all the 

concerned officers and workers to be 
sincere and extend full co-operation 
for the success of measles-rubella 
campaign. Dr. Temsuyanger, DPO 
(RCH&UIP), stressing on MRVC and 
its micro planning, advised the health 
workers to co-ordinate and render 
service to the best of their ability to 
make the programme a success. 

The topics discussed during the 
meetings included school micro plan-
ning, outreach micro plan, communi-
cation plan, supervisors plan etc, the 
release stated. 

Theja Meru (Left) of the Rattle & Hum Music Society, on behalf of the music fraternity of Nagaland, well wishers, donors and partners, 
handed over INR 3,29,149/- collected from the ‘Nagaland 4 Kerala Concert’ to  K. M. Geevarghuse, President of the Malayali Samajam 
Nagaland. The society expressed its profound heartfelt gratitude to one and all who came out in support of the cause, and conveys to 
the people of Kerala much love and prayers.

Two states, one heart 

the entrepreneurs present 
at the seminar.  

He said that “popular 
local products like kidney 
bean (kholar), pineapple 
are unable to get brand tag 
in the market because we 
don’t know how to proc-
ess.” He added that “we 
have to know how to sell 
and where to find suit-
able market to brand the 
products.” 

Nagaland is an agro-
based industry but its pro-
duce and raw materials 
will go waste if there is no 
food processing technolo-
gy, said Lotha, adding that 
the whole world is looking 
at Northeast India as a 
special region for many 
avenues and development 
but the region is not able 
to realise its strength.

He also highlighted on 
the need of a good trans-
portation system, saying 
that local produce from 
far-flung villages require 
proper vehicle and cargo 
to reach the market. He 
said the Horticulture de-
partment concerned has 
requested the ministry 
to provide cargo facilities 
and that 30 youths have 
been trained to ensure 
export and import of local 
products. 

The deputy director 
general of FINER, Rajeev 
Goswami, in his welcome 
address urged the youth 
to start working in their 

own home state instead 
of going to metro cities for 
job. He said that materials 
and all types of assistance 
are easily available at the 
ministry of food process-
ing. He added that the 
ministry wants people 
from Northeast region to 
take up entrepreneurship.  

The functional man-
ager of Dimapur District 
Industries Centre, Raren-
benla Longkumer, spoke 
on the Prime Minister Em-
ployment Generation Pro-
gramme (PMEGP) at the 
event. She encouraged the 
budding entrepreneurs 
to believe in themselves 
and dream big. “Business 
should start from a little 
thing but must have a big 
vision,” she said. 

A member of Nagaland 
Bee Keeping and Honey 
Mission, Chubanungla 
Shilu, spoke about the suc-
cess story of the mission, 
while Manager-Projects, 
FINER, Amitabh Ray gave 
a presentation on PMKSY.

EM Images

Dr. R Elithung Lotha addressing 
the gathering at a seminar in 
Dimapur on Sep. 7.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1932SUD0KU 1772
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1931

ACROSS
1. Distress signal
4. Very fast airplane
7. Condiment
12. Helps little firms
13. Go quickly
14. Talent or ability
15. Candidates
17. Frogs, toads, tree toads
18. Have already done
19. A way to create from raw 

material
21. Take to one’s heels
22. A sword similar to a foil
24. 3rd person female possessive
25. Pats
26. A small monetary unit of 

Japan
27. Gambling palace
29. Clergyman
31. Drunk
35. Humiliated
37. Scottish for “Own”
38. Free from danger
41. Root mean square (abbrev.)
42. Take up a liquid or a gas 

either by adsorption
43. Individual Retirement 

Account
44. Italian for “Six”
45. Shoshonean
46. City in central Rumania
48. Whitish antlike insect that 

feeds on wood
52. Sour or bitter in taste
53. Records electric currents of 

the heart
54. Born
55. Birds
56. Institute legal proceedings 

against
57. Prevent from speaking
DOWN
1. Sino-Soviet block (abbrev.)
2. Japanese sash
3. Depresses

4. Small storage building
5. Title of respect
6. Endocrine gland
7. Card game
8. Advice columnist ___ Landers
9. Actress _____ Dern
10. Dense vegetation consisting of 

stunted trees or bushes
11. Members of an ethnic group in 

Ghana
16. Become deceased 
20. Comes up or happens
22. Clairvoyance or precognition

23. Round globular seed
24. Capital of Zimbabwe
25. Dutch painter Gerard ___
27. Adult male swan
28. A sign of assent, salutation, or 

command
30. Scottish for “To”
32. Attaching metal plates to horses 

hooves
33. Pinna
34. Cotillion attendee 
36. Strikes
38. A plant fiber used for making 

rope
39. Northern Chilean seaport
40. Latin for “Craftsman”
42. Short Term Memory
44. Underwater vessels
45. A strong spontaneous and 

irrational motivation
47. Annoy
49. Emergency Care Unit
50. Beverage iced in the United 

States
51. Records electric currents 

generated by the brain

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1771

Karbi organisations 
ban export of sand

Data sharing and accessibility 
portal launched in Sikkim

Zeliangrong org. bans construction works

AMSU calls for 
a 100 hours 
blockade

Arunachal women’s org. 
unhappy at reinstatement 
of tainted tax official

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Sep.7 (EMN): A 
conglomeration of stu-
dents and civil organisa-
tions of Karbi Anglong has 
called for an indefinite ban 
on export of sand from the 
district which was affected 
since Sep. 4. This was in-
formed during a press con-
ference held recently.

Talking to this reporter, 
Saising Rongpi, Convenor, 
Hills Tribal Leaque (HTL) 
said, the organisations 
comprises of Hills Tribal 
Leaque (HTL), Karbi Stu-
dents Association (KSA), 
Youth Front, and Lang-
pher Riso Nimso Aterank 
(LRNA).

It is believed that due 
to excessive plying of over 
loaded sand laden heavy 
trucks on NH-36 (Bakalia-

Dimapur portion) and NH-
39 (Chokihola-Dimapur 
portion) the roads are in 
a deplorable condition. 
While Rongpi also pointed 
out that, illegal mining of 
other minerals, excessive 
quarrying of stone and 
sand are going on with the 
connivance of the concern 
authorities which is an 
open secret for systematic 
loot of natural resources 
of Karbi Anglong. Sand 
mahals are auctioned for a 
longer period than regular 
one year. With single Tran-
sit Pass (challan) issued by 
the Forest Department, 
multiple sand laden trucks 
are seen which is a heavy 
loss of revenue to the Kar-
bi Anglong Autonomous 
Council.

Rongpi also informed 

that movement of sand 
laden trucks along NH-36 
and NH-39 should be stop 
immediately and added 
that members of the or-
ganisation are vigil along 
the road.

If any untoward ac-
cident occur than the or-
ganisation will not be re-
sponsible.

Moreover, unscientific 
and excessive quarrying 
of sand and stone in the 
district at large scale pose 
threat to the environment 
but neither Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) nor the district 
administration and law 
and order authorities or 
the concerned department 
is taking any measure al-
leged the organisations’ 
leader.

Gangtok, Sep. 7 (PTI): The 
first data sharing and ac-
cessibility portal of Sikkim 
has been launched by Chief 
Minister Pawan Kumar 
Chamling.

Till now, there was no 
single platform where all 
the important statistics of 
the state and departments 
converged, a senior govern-
ment official said.

Besides the State Data 
Sharing and Accessibil-
ity Platform (SDSAP), the 
State Direct Benefit Transfer 
portal was also launched 
at a programme here on 
Thursday.

These two portals are 
information management 
systems for quick and easy 
recording and dissemina-
tion of statistical data by 
government officials.

The platform is intend-
ed to be used by all state 
government departments 

and PSUs, the official said.
It would increase trans-

parency in the functioning 
of thegovernment and open 
avenues for more innova-
tive uses of official data.

The official said the 
state Information Tech-
nology Department would 
upload data in the portals 
twice a year - in April-May 
and September-October.

The data sharing and 
accessibility platform will 
provide an opportunity 
not just to improve access 
to information but also to 
specify new data sets and 
recordstobe collected and 
published.

This will helpimprove 
and strengthen coordina-
tion among departments, 
facilitate correct interpreta-
tion of data,collation of key 
statistical indicators under 
one platform, the official 
said.

Gangrape murder convict 
sent to gallows in Assam
Nagaon (Assam), Sep. 7 (PTI): A court here Friday 
awarded death penalty to Zakir Hussain, the prime 
accused in the gangrape and murder of an 11-year-
old girl in Assam’s Nagaon district in March.

District and Session Judge Rita Kar sentenced 
Hussain (19) to death for the murder and to life 
imprisonment for raping the minor girl under 
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act.

The court had convicted him and acquitted 
five other accused for lack of evidence on Sep-
tember 4.

Two other minor accused were found guilty 
and sent to a correctional home for three years by a 
juvenile court earlier this week, Nagaon Additional 
Superintendent of Police Ripul Das, who was part 
of the investigation team, said.

The girl, a class 5 student, was gang-raped and 
set on fire when she was alone at home in Dhania-
bheti Lalung Gaon in Nagaon district on March 23.

The youths fled after the crime and the girl was 
rushed to the Guwahati Medical College Hospital 
where she succumbed to injuries the next day.

A case was filed in the Batadrava Police Station 
and the accused were arrested on charges of rape, 
house trespass, causing disappearance of evidence 
and murder under the IPC.

After a swift investigation, the police filed 
charge sheet on April 28 against eight persons.

Allies BJP, IPFT likely to contest Tripura PRI bypolls separately
Agartala, Sep. 7 (IANS): Tripura’s ruling alli-
ance partners BJP and IPFT are most likely to 
contest the September 30 panchayat bypolls 
separately, while the opposition CPI-M and 
Congress maintained that the present at-
mosphere was not conducive to holding the 
byelections due to “terror spread by ruling 
party cadres”.

The by-elections to 3,386 vacant seats of 
gram panchayats (3,207 seats), panchayat 
samitis (161) and zila parishads (18) were 
necessitated by large-scale resignations and 
death of some elected representatives.

“We will field candidates for 3,386 vacant 
seats. The issue was discussed with IPFT 
leaders,” Law and Education Minister Ratan 
Lal Nath, also the Chairman of BJP’s election 
committee, said.

On the other hand, Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura’s (IPFT) General Secretary 

and Forest Minister Mevar Kumar Jamatia 
told IANS: “We will discuss the matter with 
the BJP leaders to jointly fight the elections. 
No discussion has been held yet with the BJP 
leaders to contest separately.”

Another main tribal political party, Indig-
enous Nationalist Party of Tripura, has not yet 
decided on contesting the polls.

Communist Party of India-Marxist Cen-
tral Committee Member Bijan Dhar said: 
“Large- scale attacks, arson, loot and intimi-
dation has continued since the BJP-IPFT al-
liance came to power in March. The ruling 
parties’ leaders and cadres forced thousands 
of elected panchayat representatives from 
opposition parties to resign.”

“Around 96 per cent of elected represent-
atives of CPI-M and other non-BJP parties 
were forced to resign,” Dhar alleged. 

The Left Front and Congress leaders sep-

arately met Tripura State Election Commis-
sioner G. Kameswara Rao on Thursday and 
urged him to ensure security to opposition 
leaders and candidates besides a conducive 
environment to hold rural body elections.

Responding to charges, BJP leaders main-
tained that most of the elected representa-
tives who resigned did so on their own or the 
CPI-M itself had asked them to resign.

Nath claimed that the CPI-M could fore-
see humiliating loss and was thus trying to 
escape a poll battle.

“We will not allow a pre-poll situation 
like in West Bengal to develop. Free and fair 
elections will be held in Tripura. Actually, the 
CPI-M is not finding people to field,” Nath 
told IANS.

The last panchayat elections in Tripura 
were held in June 2014 and the next polls are 
due in or before June 2019.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): With 
no positive response from 
the government of India 
and state government even 
after the lapse of 96 hours 
ultimatum, Zeliangrong Civil 
Organisations (ZCO) has 
decided to indefinitely ban 
construction work of mega 
national projects within its 
jurisdiction from September 
12 midnight till its demand 
to book NSCN (IM) function-
aries was met.

The decision to this effect 
was taken in an emergency 
consultative meeting held 
on September 7 attended by 
members from Zeliangrong 
Youth Front, Zeliangrong 
Baudi Manipur and Zelian-
grong Students’ Union and 
senior leaders.

The house also strongly 
condemned the incident 
at Nungba HQ where the 
NSCN (IM) cadres reportedly 
slapped the secretary gen-
eral of AMSU and harassed 
the other members of the 
AMSU team comprised of 
AAMSU and artistes by using 
communal words who were 
returning from Silchar after 
attending the fresher’s meet 
at Silchar. It viewed that such 

incident could create com-
munal disharmony between 
different communities where 
the innocent public would 
suffer unnecessarily.

The house further de-
cided to constitute an inde-
pendent enquiry committee 
under the aegis of ZCO to 
find out and ascertain the 
veracity of facts and circum-
stances leading to the arrest 
of Gangongdai Gangmei, son 
of Ramsingpou Gangmei, 
and Khiuthangam Gang-
mei, son of Lungangaipou 
Gangmei of Rengpang village 
by the NSCN (IM) claiming 
them as extortionists. NSCN 
(IM) also alleged that two 
individuals were involved in 
the incident at Nungba HQ. 

A preliminary enquiry 
conducted by ZCO, it was 
established that the two in-
dividuals arrested by the 
NSCN (IM) were not related 
to the incident at Nungba 
HQ, ZCO media and public-
ity cell statement claimed.

An emergency consulta-
tive meeting was necessi-
tated as the Government of 
India and state government 
failed to book the NSCN (IM) 
functionaries namely San-

gailung Pamei, CAO; Thailik 
@ Joel, deputy kilonser; and 
‘ss’ Capt Khangdih Gangmei. 

ZCO had launched 24 
hours democratic agitation 
from August 15 midnight 
to August 16 midnight fol-
lowing expiry of 48 hours 
dateline to arrest above men-
tioned NSCN (IM) function-
aries.

The indefinite ban on 
construction of mega na-
tional projects was initiated 
following expiry of 96 hours 
ultimatum served to the 
Government of India and 
state government to book 
the NSCN (IM) functionaries.

ZCO alleged that the 
above mentioned NSCN 
(IM) functionaries obstruct-
ed the smooth conduct of 
ZSUTD election on August 3 
at Tamenglong district HQ. 
Besides, it alleged that youth 
and students’ leaders were 
abducted and held captive 
on August 4 and also in-
timidated and threatened 
ZCO leaders with dire con-
sequences for opposing the 
‘arbitrary’ decision taken by 
the NSCN (IM) into the iden-
tity issue of the Zeliangrong 
people. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 7 (EMN): The 
All Manipur Students’ Union 
(AMSU) has called for a 100 
hours blockade on the Imphal-
Jiribam sector of National 
Highway 37 from September 8 
midnight in protest against the 
government’s failure to arrest 
suspected NSCN (IM) cadres 
for allegedly threatening AMSU 
volunteers and artistes.

President Manjit Sarangth-
em of AMSU announced this 
during a press conference in 
Imphal on Friday.

On September 3 around 
7.40 pm, four individuals claim-
ing to be NSCN (IM) cadres’ 
threatened AMSU general secre-
tary Soibam Anil led volunteers 
and artists group at Nungba in 
Tamenglong district when they 
were returning to Imphal from 
Silchar after taking part in an 
event organised by the All Assam 
Manipuri Students’ Union. The 
said individuals also took INR 
5000 from them, he added.

On September 5, the NSCN 
(IM) had denied involvement 
in the alleged September 3 inci-
dent. However the outfit claimed 
to have arrested two miscreants 
who were found extorting at 
Nungba area in the name of 
NSCN.

Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh had already said that 
the necessary search operations 
to nab involved the culprits has 
already been started.

The Core committee of the 
10 opposition parties in Ma-
nipur demanded to book those 
involved persons in the incident 
while CPI Manipur state council 
demanded establishment of 
National Highways protection 
force in the state.

Itanagar, Sep. 7 (PTI): A women’s organisation in Arunachal 
Pradesh has expressed disappointment at the reinstate-
ment of a tainted official at a top post in the state’s tax and 
excise department.

Tani Jongkey, who was booked by police under the Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, has 
been reinstated as tax & excise joint commissioner recently 
as per court orders.

The Arunachal Pradesh Womens Welfare Society (AP-
WWS) said in a statement today that Jongkey was able to 
rejoin the department because of non-submission of the 
inquiry report on time.

Jongkey was booked for alleged sexual assault on an 
11-year-old schoolgirl on June 2, 2017 and put under sus-
pension on November 22 last year.

He had faced charges under sections 341, 354 and 
section 8 of the POCSO Act for alleged sexual assault on 
the minor girl. The Itanagar Permanent Bench of Gauhati 
High Court on March 7 this year had noted that even after 
the expiry of 90 days, the suspension order of Jongkey was 
not revoked or modified by the review committee of the de-
partment as per the provision of the Central Services Rules.

The court had directed the state authorities to revoke 
the suspension order and reinstate Jongkey in service from 
November 22 2017, the day he was suspended.

The court further directed the government to pay all 
consequential service benefits, including arrears of pay and 
allowances, due to the officer.

In an order issued on August 6, Tax & Excise Commis-
sioner Anirudh Singh said that the officer had been rein-
stated because of serious lapses on the part of the officers 
and officials of the department as the file and the proposal 
for extending the suspension order were not submitted on 
time to the competent authority.

Tax & Excise Deputy Commissioner Ando Pangkam has 
been appointed to ascertain the procedural lapses that led 
to the delay in review of suspension order and fixation of 
responsibility against the negligent officer.” 

In another directive, the commissioner had further 
directed that no specific duty may be assigned to Jongkey 
as long as the departmental inquiry was pending.

Meanwhile, the report of the government-constituted 
two-member panel to inquire into the charges against 
Jongkey is yet to be submitted.

Calling for the constitution of a fresh committee 
consisting of representatives from NGOs for an impartial 
inquiry, the APWWS said the reinstatement of Jongkey re-
flects that a person of social standing has enormous influ-
ence and can manipulate and twist the case in their favour.

Meanwhile, the APWWS has urged the state govern-
ment to establish an independent child rights commission 
for taking up cases involving childrens rights.

It also appealed for the early constitution of the APSCW 
with members from the empanelled list prepared by the 
outgoing commission.

Upper age limit of appointment 
of teachers raised in Meghalaya

Formalin detected in fishes sold in Mizoram

Shillong, Sep. 7 (PTI): The Meg-
halaya cabinet Friday approved 
a proposal to increase the upper 
age limit for appointment of 
teachers in schools and colleges 
from 27 to 32, state education 
minister said.

Candidates of ST category five 
years relaxation, Education Minis-
ter L Rymbui told reporters.

“We need to have qual-
ity teachers. The more qualified 
teachers we have the more quality 
education will be provided to our 
children,” he said.

The cabinet also approved a 
proposal to hike the merit scholar-

ship for lower primary school and 
upper primary school students 
from Rs 100 per month to Rs 600 
and Rs 40 per month to Rs 600 
respectively.

Rymbui also said that the cabi-
net had also approved filling up of 
16 lecturer posts in two colleges 
in the Garo Hills - 13 posts in Tura 
government college and 3 in Wil-
liamnagar government college.

Home Minister James K Sang-
ma said that the cabinet approved 
recommendations of the high 
powered expert committee on 
implementation of 5th Meghalaya 
pay commission.

Aizawl, Sep. 7 (PTI): Formalin, 
a harmful preservative that can 
lead to cancer, was detected in 
fishes sold at the main market in 
southernmost Mizoram’s Lawngt-
lai town, Fisheries Department 
officials said Friday.

Joint Director of Food and 
Drugs Administration (FDA), de-
partment of Health Lalsawma 
said that they learned about the 
presence of formalin in the fishes 
in Lawngtlai through social media 

and had not been informed about 
the findings officially.

Earlier, the state Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory officials had 
detected formalin in the fishes 
sold in Aizawl market in July while 
the FDA, which later tested several 
samples, failed to find any traces 
of the chemical.

Sale of fish had picked up 
again in Aizawl markets after 
the findings of the FDA proved 
inconclusive.
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Pughoboto SDPDB deliberates 
on implementation of ILP

NERLP inaugurates 26 
CDP at Ngwalwa

SASRD observes foundation day, welcomes new students

Dimapur Sep. 7 (EMN): 
The Pughoboto Sub Di-
visional Planning & De-
velopment Board meet-
ing during its monthly 
meeting held on Sep. 7, 
deliberated onInner Line 
Permit (ILP) under Pugh-
oboto sub-division.

The house approved 
to insist the village coun-
cil to maintain the status 
of non-local people and 
submit a copy to the ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner (ADC).

While discussing 
about the non-local 
people residing in dif-
ferent villages in the dis-
trict, the chairman of the 

board, Y Vikheho Swu 
mentioned about the 
importance of Nation-
al Register of Citizens 
(NRC). He suggested to 
the house to approach 
the government to em-
power extension provi-
sion to ADC for renewal 
permit which was en-
dorsed by the board. 

Regarding the resto-
ration of water supply 
to Pughoboto area, the 
house asked the con-
cern department to look 
into the problem. It also 
agreed to a call meeting 
of all seven village coun-
cils and PHE department 
to settle the issue. 

The board approved 
to provide one compu-
ter set under the LADP 
to Government High 
School, Pughoboto. 

FRO Lobotomy Wotsa 
read out the biodiversity 
conservation and iden-
tification of potential re-
serve area for creating of 
‘green belt.’ In this con-
nection, the chairman 
requested him to prepare 
a link green belt map un-
der the division. 

The house also decid-
ed to write a letter to the 
concerned department 
for up-gradation of vet-
erinary health centre to 
veterinary dispensary.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
The North East Rural Live-
lihood Project (NERLP) on 
Sep. 7 inaugurated its 26 
Community Development 
Plan (CDP) at at Kamdi 
bazaar, Beisumpuikam vil-
lage in Ngwalwa.

The CDP was inaugu-
rated by the divisional ac-
count officer of PHED, Per-
en division, Heisibe Iralu. 
The project was supported 
by NERLP under the Min-
istry of DoNER, Govt. of In-
dia and the World Bank at

The CDP will supply 
drinking water, irrigation 
of homestead garden, and 
arecunut plantation, an 
update received here on 
Friday stated.

Speaking at the inau-
gural function, the Iralu 
congratulated the project 
officials, community de-
velopment group and vil-
lage council. He said un-
derstanding the problems 
of the villages; the NERLP 
has been implementing 
many activities across the 

district. With this project 
successfully implement-
ed, he was optimistic that 
the villagers will be beni-
fited.

NERLP district project 
manager, Ruuvilie Kotsu, 
said the inauguration of 
the CDP is an example of 
collective effort.  He sug-
gested that community 
should plan for users’ fee 
or contribution by the us-
ers, which can be further 
utilise for the mainte-
nance.

Kohima F&CS to release PHH 
and AAY food grains on Sep. 10
Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The Food and 
Civil Supplies department, Kohima has 
informed all the FPS/village councils of 
Kohima centre that the PHH and AAY 
food-grains will be released from Sept. 

10 onwards between 10.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Therefore, the concerned are directed 
to collect their respective quota within 
the stipulated period accordingly to the  
scheduled date given below.

SI. No Name of the Circle Scheduled date of issue

I. Kezocha Circle Villages and Merema, 
Tsiese Basa & Bawe, Thizama & Rusoma

 10th  September 2018

2. Jakha Circle Villages 11th September 2018

3. Kohima Sadar and Secu circle Villages 12th  September 2018

4. Kohima Town FPS 13th & 14th  September 2018

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
School of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Rural Develop-
ment (SASRD) Nagaland 
University observed its 
25th foundation day and 
24th fresher’s day on Sep. 
6, with Dr. Abhijit Mitra, di-
rector of National Research 
Centre on Mithun as the 
special guest.

Dr. Mitra in his ad-
dress emphasized on the 
importance of education.  
He urged the students to 
be creative, brave, and not 
to give up till they achieve 
their goal. Unity is essential 
for all round development, 
he added.  

Prof. T Lanusosang, 
pro-vice chancellor en-
couraged the students to 
make the best use of the 
opportunities provided 
to them and to set goals 
in whatever they do. He 
called upon the faculty 
and staff for re-dedicate 
themselves and work for 
the betterment of the es-
tablishment.

Dean of the institute, 

Farmers receive power 
tiller and brush cutter

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
In an effort to help the 
farmers increase their 
crop yields with less man 
power through use of 
modern technology, Dis-
trict Agriculture Office 
Kohima organised a pro-
gramme on Sep. 7 and 
distributed power tiller 
and brush cutter to sev-
eral farmers under Sub-
Mission on Agricultural 
Mechanisation (SMAM) 
2017-18 scheme.

A total of 27 farmers 
benefited from SMAM 
scheme that was intro-
duced in 2014-15 to pro-
mote agriculture in the 
country.

Joint director and 
DAO Kohima, Kekhrielet-
uo Yhome, who chaired 
the programme, stressed 
on the importance of 
farm machineries in 
cultivation and encour-
aged the beneficiaries to 
make maximum use of 
the equipments and help 
other farmers too.

Vizonyu Liezie, Joint 
Director and DAO Ko-
hima, said that use of 
farm machineries in cul-
tivation can immensely 
reduce man days and 
increase production. He 
told the beneficiaries 
to use the machineries 
to the fullest and avoid 

misuse. He also encour-
aged them to expand 
their fields and even re-
trieve the abandoned 
fields.

SDAO Chiephobozou 
Seyievono also shared 
the success stories of 
the previous beneficiar-
ies and expressed hope 
on doubling farmers’ in-
come by 2022.

One of the benefici-
aries of the scheme gave 
a short brief of his work 
and said that the de-
partment had fulfilled 
his need for a for power 
tiller. He also assured to 
expand his field and help 
other farmers.

Officials from DAO Kohima with beneficiaries during the distribution of power tillers and brush cutters in 
Dimapur on Sep. 7.

Heisibe Iralu and project officials with village leaders after inaugurating the CDP at Ngwalwa

Faculty members and students of SASRD on the occasion of its 25th foundation.

Rupee snaps 7-day falling streak, vaults 
26 paise to end at 71.73 on RBI succour
Mumbai, Sep. 7 (PTI): The rupee 
Friday staged a turnaround to 
close higher by 26 paise at 71.73 
against the US dollar, snapping 
its seven-session losing streak af-
ter heavy intervention by the Re-
serve Bank. 

Weighed down by trade con-
cerns and rising crude prices, the 
Indian currency breached the 72 
mark to trade at 72.04 to the dol-
lar in morning trade.

However, heavy intervention 
by the RBI predominantly re-
sisted the rupee’s sharp deprecia-
tion and helped it rebound from 
record low levels.

Some calm returned to forex 
front with sentiment soothed by 
positive comments and confi-
dence-building measures from 
the government after what was 
described as carnage.

Steady crude oil prices and a 
relief on the trade front as the US 
did not slap duties on USD 200 
billion of Chinese goods after the 
passing of a deadline for a public 

consultation eased pressure on 
the local currency.

Benchmark Brent crude oil 
was trading at USD 76.74 a barrel 
in early Asian trade.

The battered rupee lost a 
whopping 189 paise in the last 
seven trading sessions which re-
sulted in the worst sell-offs in the 
forex history.

The rupee resumed higher 
at 71.95 from overnight level 
of 71.99 at the inter-bank for-
eign exchange (forex) market on 
bouts of dollar selling by state-
run banks.

However, intense volatility 
pushed the rupee to break the 72-
mark to hit a low of 72.04 on an 
intraday basis.

But, the local unit quickly 
bounced back to trade in posi-
tive terrain following central bank 
intervention. It later touched a 
session high of 71.65 before end-
ing at 71.73, revealing a gain of 26 
paise, or 0.36 per cent.

The Financial Benchmarks In-

dia private limited (FBIL), mean-
while, fixed the reference rate for 
the dollar at 71.9009 and for the 
euro at 83.6744.

In the cross-currency trade, 
the rupee recovered against the 
euro to settle at 83.25 from 83.70 
yesterday. 

The home unit, however, re-
mained weak against the Pound 
sterling to end at 93.19 per pound 
as compared to 93.08 and also 
eased against the Japanese yen to 
close at 64.70 per 100 yens from 
64.69.

The 10-year G-Sec yield also 
softened to end at 8.03 per cent.

The Indian currency stands 
out as one of the most vulnerable 
and worst performing currency in 
Asia this year so far with a steep 
13 per cent fall in value against 
the resurgent dollar bulls.

Hardening concerns over 
slowing capital flows and a wider 
trade deficit could stretch the 
funding of India’s current ac-
count gap due to lower-than-

expected goods and services tax 
collections increased volatil-
ity uncertainty in the midst of 
Trumps geopolitical mess and 
contagion spreads.

While inflation risks have in-
creased on high oil prices raising 
the probability of faster hikes in 
interest rates by the RBI.

Globally, the US dollar traded 
modestly higher against major 
trading rivals as investors prepare 
for the jobs report later in the day.

Against a basket of other cur-
rencies, the dollar index was 
higher at 95.28 

In forward market today, pre-
mium for dollar softened due to 
sustained receiving from export-
ers. 

The benchmark six-month 
forward premium payable in 
January 2019 moved down to 
120-122 paise from 122-124 paise 
and the far-forward July contract 
also edged lower to 272-274 paise 
from 275.50-277.50 paise on 
Thursday.

One VFA urgently 
needed for a 
veterinary clinic 
in Billy Graham 
road, Kohima. 
Contact number: 
9436203371.

D-5933

WANTED

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 01th September 2018
NOTICE

NO.REV-1/90-D/      /Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. John 
Nungtsunger resident of Dimapur who has applied for issue of 
mortgage clearance concerning to Patta No.900, Dag No.1019 
measuring an area 00-00-10 located at Block No/Village.09, 
Mouza No.02 which has been located mortgage in the SBI Bank/
Society.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be submitted 
in written in the Court of the undersigned on or before 14.09.18.

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5932

APPOINTMENT OF JANASADHARAN TICKET BOOKING SEWAK
No. : CM/WP/UTS/JTBS/TSK                              Dated : 04-09-2018.

Applications are invited for appointment of Janasadharan Ticket Booking 
Sewak (JTBS) 01 (One) counter in each station as under :

 Note : Among the reserved categories, 10% will be allotted to the *FF-
Freedom Fighter, *WWW-Women War Widow, *WRE-Widow of Railway 
Employee of said reserved category. 
Application forms can be obtained from the office of the Divisional 
Commercial Manager, Tinsukia. Application forms can be submitted/
dropped in the box kept in the  office of the Divisional Railway 
Manager (Commercial), Tinsukia from 10.00 hrs. of 17-09-2018 to 
17.00 hrs. of 08-10-2018 on all working days and will be opened at 
11.00 hrs. of 09-10-2018 in the chamber  of Assistant Commercial 
Manager, Tinsukia. For details, visit N.F. Railway's website www.nfr.
indianrailways.gov.in Divisional Railway Manager

Commercial, Tinsukia

S
N
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Dibrugarh Town
Tinsukia

Simaluguri
Mariani

Furkating
Jorhat Town
Makum Jn.
Dibrugarh
Mariani

Jorhat Town
Golaghat
Furkating

Dibrugarh Town
Tinsukia

Simaluguri
Mariani

Furkating
Jorhat Town

Tingrai
Dhamalgaon

Nakachari
Cinamara

Numaligarh
Kumarbandha Ali

UR
UR

Minority (ST)
SC

OBC
UR

Applicable for all Categories
Applicable for all Categories
Applicable for all Categories
Applicable for all Categories
Applicable for all Categories
Applicable for all Categories

Serving Stations Station Code Reserved for Community 
Category (SC/Minority(ST)/OBC)

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Serving Customers With A Smile

Markets build on gains for second 
day; post first weekly loss in seven
Mumbai, Sep. 7 (PTI): Eq-
uity benchmarks were on 
the mend for the second 
straight session Friday, 
riding on a rally in auto 
counters amid a modest 
recovery in the rupee. 

The BSE Sensex 
spurted 147.01 points to 
finish at 38,389.82, while 
the broader NSE Nifty 
climbed 52.20 points to 
11,589.10. 

On a weekly basis, 
both the Sensex and Nif-
ty halted their six-week 
winning streak by falling 
255.25 points or 0.66 per 
cent, and 91.40 points 
or 0.78 per cent, respec-
tively.

Auto stocks zoomed 
following the govern-
ment’s decision to ex-
empt electric vehicles 
(EVs) and automobiles 
run on alternative fuels 
from permit require-
ments. 

Hero Motocorp and 
Bajaj Auto were the top 
two gainers in the Sensex 
pack. 

The rupee was trad-
ing higher by 29 paise at 
71.70 (intra-day) against 
the dollar. The domestic 
unit had hit a fresh life-
time low of 72.11 before 
settling at 71.99 Thurs-
day.

After a sharp fall of 
some 880 points over 
the last few sessions on 

depreciating rupee and 
surging crude oil prices, 
the Sensex has rebound-
ed in the past two days on 
value-buying.

After a higher open-
ing, the BSE Sensex hit a 
high of 38,421.56 as buy-
ing activity intensified 
towards the fag-end. It fi-
nally closed at 38,389.82, 

up 147.01 points, or 0.38 
per cent. Intra-day, it 
entered into the nega-
tive zone to hit a low of 
38,067.22.

The 50-share Nifty 
went past the 11,600-
mark to hit a high of 
11,603 before finishing 
52.20 points, or 0.45 per 
cent higher at 11,589.10. 

Election dept. organises 
inter-school debate 
at Pughoboto

INTCW starts vocational 
seminar for students 

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
An Inter-school debate 
competition organised 
by Election department, 
Pughoboto under Sys-
tematic Voters’ Educa-
tion and Electoral Par-
ticipation (SVEEP) on the 
topic “Social Media: Is it 
a good or a bad medium 
for propagation of Elec-
tion Agenda” was held at 
the town hall, Pughoboto 
on Sep. 6. 

ADC and DEO Pugh-
oboto, Phuleshe K. Yep-
thomi, said that the pro-
gramme was organised to 
create awareness among 
the voters and to educate 
them on the democratic 
process.

Student from DBS 
School Lazami, Viketoli 

who spoke against the 
motion won the first po-
sition. The second and 
third positions were won 
by Hovika from Mission 
School, Pughoboto, and 
Abhutoli from New Foun-
dation School, Pugh-
oboto respectively. They 
both spoke in support of 
the use of social media. 
The prizes will be given 
on  January 25, 2019.

Altogether, eight 
students from differ-
ent schools participated 
in the event. EVMs and 
VVPATS were demon-
strated to the gathering 
after the competition was 
over and students were 
given the opportunity to 
have a hand on the ma-
chines. 

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
The India Northeast Trib-
al Community Welfare 
Society (INTCWS), Notun 
Bosti  under its education 
wing Libra Consultancy,  
Dimapur  started its an-
nual free career – ori-
ented educational semi-
nar for class 11 and 12 
science students of Im-
manuel College on Sep. 7. 

A press release issued 
by the INTCWS informa-
tion secy. Sentimongla 
said that the resource 
person, Ruth deliberated 
on the importance of ca-
reer planning at the cru-
cial stage of schooling. 

Basing on the subject 

combinations of the stu-
dents, their interest and 
aptitudes, the resource 
person enlightened the 
students on many career 
option including the lat-
est trends like in the field 
of medicine, engineer-
ing, agriculture and allied 
courses, business, artist-
ry, public services etc.  

 Underscoring the 
importance of the quali-
ties of being disciplined, 
sincere and professional, 
the resource person said 
that such qualities will 
help them to establish 
a strong foundation for 
their career in life, the re-
lease further stated. 

Prof. A K Makar, acknowl-
edged the vision and ap-
proach of the former ad-
ministrators for their idea 
which led to the foun-
dation of the university, 
commitment and coop-
eration of the faculty and 
efforts of the non-teach-

ing staff in bringing the 
university thus far. He fur-
ther encouraged the new 
students to be the best in 
all that they endeavoured 
and to remain unique and 
special. 

A brief history of the 
university was presented 

by Prof. M Aleminla Ao.  EU 
choir enthralled the crowd 
with a melodious song. 

On the occasion, two 
employees Sentiyangla 
and Lhuno Terhuja re-
ceived the Meritorious 
Awards for regularity, sin-
cerity and efficiency. 

The annual school 
magazine “Hill Agri” was 
also released by the special 
guest.  

In the evening pro-
gramme, Megolhoukho 
Salhu and Medoze-u Me-
doze were crowned as Mr 
and Miss Fresher. 
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DAILY

PATH
Being Real with God
BIBLE READ:   1 PETER 5:6–10 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Cast all your anxiety on him because  
he cares for you. 

~  1 Peter 5:7

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Of Urn and Ash

T
emjen Imna Along Longkumer, Yes, 
fellow Naga Christians, that is the 
formal, legitimate and non-Hindu 
name of the most vilified man in 

this land of valiant Christian Warriors at the 
moment. However, by way of economising 
on time, labor and space, I beg to refer to the 
alleged enemy of Christianity in Nagaland 
simply as Mr. Longkumer in this write-up. 

Ever since Mr. Longkumer brought the 
urn containing the ash of the departed 
former Indian Prime Minister Mr. A.B. Va-
jpayee for immersion in Nagaland, an un-
precedented storm of righteous indignation, 
unchristian pronouncements and vicious 
attacks and character assassination directed 
against Mr. Longkumer has been raging on 
unabated in this God-anointed Christian 
state of ours.

Swimming against the tide, I venture to 
bring to the readers this piece registering 
my total disapproval of the unmitigated hate 
campaign unleashed against the alleged an-
ti-Christian individual and the demeaning of 
a major non-Christian religion.

As per tradition, the local papers have 
been facilitating the right to freedom of ex-
pression by publishing a plethora of hate 
writings targeted against Mr. Longkumer, 
the urn, the ash and Hinduism. However, I 
would restrict my reference and comment 
only to the statements that emanated from 
the church and the writings of two or three 
prominent Naga figures on the issue.

Apex church organisations of different 
denominations have unequivocally de-
nounced the planned performance of Hindu 
rituals associated with the immersion of the 
ash in the state maintaining that Nagaland 

was a Christian state,(well, not quite. Naga-
land is a Christian majority state, not a Chris-
tian state). Anyway, my intention here is not 
to contest the church’s contention per se but 
to seek the opinion of the revered church 
leaders on issues like fornication, cover-up 
of sinful conduct, loose living, flaunting of  
disproportionate and vulgar opulence etc. 
For, these are among the moral taints not 
rare among the Naga Christians. Are or are 
not these unchristian which calls for denun-
ciation by the church through the media? 
Then, what about seeking the blessings and 
help of Hindu godmen, black magicians and 
fortune-tellers, partaking in Durga Puja rev-
elries  in front of idols and so on? By the way, 
English dictionaries define Yoga as a Hindu 
spiritual discipline. My point here is that sin 
cannot be categorised and, therefore, the 
church is urged not to be selective in its pub-
lic denouncement of sinful deeds and it must 
not rush to the press on contentious issues 
without objectively and thoroughly examin-
ing the same from every angle.

Next, certain prominent, erudite   and 
accomplished Christian personages  who 
are frequent contributors to the cause of  
enrichment of knowledge, awareness and 
enlightenment through various media in-
cluding the local papers, joined the ‘Damn 
Mr Longkumer’ chorus with a vengeance. 
One can overlook or ignore the frailties of 
lesser humans like me but even a small dose 
of proscribed action or uttering on the part 
of sages and influential public figures gravely 
endangers the health of the society. Thus, it 
is unfortunate that certain hitherto revered 
and admired personages chose to go for a 
no-barred attack on Mr. Longkumer employ-

ing the choicest of invectives, besides auda-
ciously and seriously demeaning a certain 
religion and community. It may be reminded 
that the issue at hand was the objection to 
a planned Hindu religious ceremony in Na-
galand on the ground that it was a Christian 
state (amended to Christian majority state). 
It was expected that knowledgeable, expe-
rienced and reasonable Naga elders and 
leaders would express their opinion on the 
matter in an objective and positive manner. 
But it was not to be. One may just retrace the 
copies of local newspapers published in the 
aftermath of Mr. Vajpayee’s demise and pe-
ruse the writings on the relevant subject to 
form one’s own opinion.

I am not at all trying to defend or vindi-
cate Mr. Longkumer but my humble opin-
ion and understanding is that it was not Mr. 
Temjen Imna Along Longkumer the person 
but the State BJP President who brought 
the urn containing the ash to be immersed 
in the state  obviously as per the directive of 
the Central Party leadership. Had another 
person other than Mr. Longkumer been the 
President of the State BJP, he would have 
done exactly the same as Mr. Longkumer 
did or else face disciplinary action or even 
instant expulsion from the party. Then it was 
sheer naivety to assume that Mr. Longkumer 
himself would perform the necessary ritu-
als. I would safely say that Mr. Longkumer, 
contrary to what his detractors and the gos-
sip media surmise, would not know how to 
perform the requisite Hindu rituals. Then 
would the Hindu religious order consent to 
the usurpation of their functions by a non-
Hindu politician? Further, have we ever ob-
jected to the burial or cremation of a Hindu 

or Muslim corpse and the performance of 
respective rituals in our Christian majority 
state? Heaven forbid, but just visualise a situ-
ation where the Hindus in  a Hindu majority 
territory, say, Delhi, henceforward stop the 
burial of a corpse of an  Ao, Lotha or any Naga 
Christian in Delhi maintaining that burial of 
a Christian corpse in holy Hindu soil would 
be a sacrilege and that performance of the 
Christian funeral rites in the ‘Hindu national  
capital’ would be tantamount to an attack on 
Hinduism.

It is regrettable that the present BJP-led 
government in the Centre, obviously insensi-
tive to the ethos and sentiment of Christians, 
has taken several decisions causing much 
resentment and spiritual  pain among the 
minority community and resulting in disar-
ray and inconveniences in carrying out the 
normal or traditional religious exercises. In 
fact, had the BJP been sensitive to the Chris-
tian sentiments, the ash of the departed lead-
er could have be sprayed over a designated  
river in the state using, say, an IAF helicopter 
instead of insisting on performing the exact 
emersion ceremony and rituals disregarding 
the opposition of the local Christian popu-
lace. Needless to say, many Naga Christians 
feel apprehensive that the BJP is out to intro-
duce the Hindutva agenda in Nagaland and 
if this apprehension  develops into fear, we 
can safely say that the party does not have a 
rosy future in the Christian majority, albeit, 
tiny state of Nagaland.

Meanwhile, this inconsequential writer 
and obscure Christian appeals to fellow 
Naga Christians to stop the satanisation  of 
Mr. Temjen Imna Along Longkumer. Also, 
the unchristian rantings and defamatory 

writings particularly on the part of  influen-
tial leaders may be avoided henceforward. 
For, the God all true Christians believe in is 
the merciful, forgiving and tolerant Father in 
Heaven.

The history of the church tells us that true 
faith manifests itself in adversarial  environ-
ments and circumstances and in the face of 
persecution. The church leaders know this 
better and the cream of the laity are no theo-
logical novices. As such, instead of sounding 
like religious chauvinists, let us concentrate 
more on keeping our hearths and hearts as 
clean as possible, no matter what the real, 
apparent or construed threats to our religion 
may be.

I conclude by mentioning that I have 
never meet Mr. Temjen Imna Along Long-
kumer nor seen him in person even from a 
distance. But by judging by local newspaper 
reports about his contributions to society 
and performance as the Minister of Higher 
Education, I feel that he is not as  bad as what 
certain Naga Christians project him to be.
TAIL-PIECE: Media-savvy, high profile and 
influential leaders may keep in mind that 
there is no dearth of properly educated, 
vastly experienced, highly knowledgeable 
and well-qualified yet unassuming men and 
women among the Nagas who have seen the 
world (literally and figuratively speaking). 
These gems of Naga society will be grimac-
ing with intellectual pain and embarrass-
ment on reading certain genre of writing in 
the newspapers. Then, an unsolicited advice 
to the editors of local papers –A disclaimer 
like, say, “Readers discretion is advised’ be in-
serted when and where deemed appropriate!

K.T. Imchen

I bow my head, close my eyes, lace my fingers together and begin to pray. “Dear Lord, I’m coming to you 
today as your child. I recognize your power and goodness. . .” Suddenly, my eyes snap open. I remember 
that my son hasn’t finished his history project, which is due the next day. I recall that he has an after-school 

basketball game, and I imagine him awake until midnight finishing his schoolwork. This leads me to worry that 
his fatigue will put him at risk for the flu!

C. S. Lewis wrote about distractions during prayer in his book The Screwtape Letters. He noted that when 
our minds wander, we tend to use willpower to steer ourselves back to our original prayer. Lewis concluded, 
though, that it was better to accept “the distraction as [our] present problem and [lay] that before [God] and 
make it the main theme of [our] prayers.”

A persistent worry or even a sinful thought that disrupts a prayer may become the centerpiece of our dis-
cussion with God. God wants us to be real as we talk with Him and open up about our deepest concerns, fears, 
and struggles. He is not surprised by anything we mention. His interest in us is like the attention we would 
receive from a close friend. That’s why we’re encouraged to give all of our worries and cares to God—because 
He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7).

Dear God, You know what’s on my mind today. Help me to experience the peace  
that comes from sharing my concerns with You.

Distractions don’t have to derail our prayers.

SC: People Without Shelter Can't Be Left to Fend for Themselves

Why Do People Talk Politics Online? Because They Don’t Care What You Think

T
aking the government to task on 
the issue of urban homeless, the 
Supreme Court on Friday said that 
people without shelter cannot be 

“left to fend for themselves” as there were 
“grand plans” which were not implemented.

Noting that housing was a basic need 
for everyone especially in view of the ap-
proaching winter, the apex court slammed 
12 states and union territories for not notify-
ing the names of civil societies members in 
their committees to take care of the needs of 
the urban homeless, while slapping fines on 
them ranging from Rs 1-5 lakh.

It observed that submissions given on 
behalf of the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs on the issue depicted a “sorry state of 
affairs” as these states and the UTs had not 
yet notified the names, despite the court’s 
order to this effect on March 22.

A bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur and 
Deepak Gupta slapped a cost of Rs 1 lakh 
each on nine states and UTs of Chandigarh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Manipur, 
Goa, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Odisha and 
Tripura, while a cost of Rs 5 lakh was im-
posed on Haryana.

The bench, however, did not impose a 
cost on Kerala and Uttarakhand considering 
the “peculiar circumstances” in these two 
states due to the natural disasters there.

“We make it clear that unless necessary 
steps are taken by the states/UTs, we have 

no option but to impose heavy cost particu-
larly since winters are coming and persons 
without shelter cannot be left to fend for 
themselves,” the bench said.

“Housing is a basic need for everybody. 
When there is a policy of the Union of India, 
it has to be implemented by all,” the apex 
court said and directed these states and UTs 
to deposit the cost within three weeks to the 
Supreme Court Legal Services Authority.

It directed these states and UTs to issue a 
notification in this regard within two weeks.

When the issue of inaction by several 
states and UTs on notifying the names of 
civil society members in the committees, 
the bench asked Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral (ASG) A N S Nadkarni, “Why are they not 
doing it?”.

The bench observed that the winter sea-
son was approaching and if necessary steps 
were not taken by the states and UTs, the 
homeless people would have to suffer a lot.

“These people (officials) do not want to 
work. What is to be done,” the bench asked 
and added, “You (Centre) come out with 
grand plans but nobody implements them”.

It said “we require all the states and UTs 
to formulate a plan of action, if not already 
done, on or before October 31, 2018. The 
plan of action will include identification 
of homeless persons, providing them with 
some identification, nature of shelter re-
quired etc.”

The bench directed that this information 
be provided to the Centre by the first week of 
November.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing 
for one of the petitioners, told the bench 
that government officials who were part of 
the committee were not attending the meet-
ings of the panels in some states and in Ra-
jasthan, the principal secretary had also not 

attended the meeting.
The bench took strong note of this and 

directed that the members of the committee 
would have to attend all the meetings of the 
committee.

At the outset, the ASG, appearing for the 
ministry, told the bench that three meetings 
of the committee have been convened in 
Delhi, Karnataka and Puducherry while in 

Bihar and West Bengal, two meetings have 
been held. In 23 states and UTs, one meeting 
of the committee has been held.

The ASG said the states and UTs would 
have to notify it and take appropriate steps 
to deal with the issue.

Initially, the court slapped a cost of Rs 
one lakh on Haryana, but later the counsel 
appearing for the state told the bench that 
they have complied with the court’s order.

When the court perused the document 
handed over by the counsel for Haryana, it 
said that the names of civil society members 
have not yet been notified. The bench there-
after enhanced the amount of cost imposed 
on Haryana to Rs five lakh.

The Centre had earlier told the court 
that several states have not yet constituted 
the committee to deal with the issues of im-
plementation of the Deendayal Antyodaya 
Yojana-National Urban Livelihood Mission 
(NULM).

The apex court had expressed shock that 
welfare schemes were not being effectively 
implemented even after spending thou-
sands of crores of rupees on them.

The petitioners had referred to a report 
of the apex court-appointed committee 
headed by former Delhi High Court judge 
Justice Kailash Gambhir and said a number 
of shelter homes in some of the states were 
much less than what was required.

Source: PTI

W
ading into a political 
debate online can be a 
minefield. Search any 
comment section or 

thread on a social media site, and 
you’re likely to come across some 
pretty strong views. But that’s not 
necessarily just the nature of the de-
bate. It could also reflect the kind of 
personalities that are drawn to online 
discussions of this kind.

In our research, we’ve found that 
people who don’t care about what 
others think are more likely to en-
gage in politics on social media. This 
might have an effect on what they say 
online and contribute to the vitriolic 
tone that puts so many off engaging 
in public online conversations. It 
might also be decisive in selecting the 
political content that people come 
across in their feeds.

When social media first became 

popular in the 2000s, people thought 
it would enable a more diverse set of 
people to participate in the political 
debate. Anyone could post some-
thing. Anyone could see their words 
spread to millions of people’s news 
feeds.

But for many people, politics is a 
sensitive issue, and they care about 
their audience. On social media, the 
audience is invisible unless they react 
by commenting, liking or sharing. So 
even if you are interested in politics, 
the chances are that if you are sen-
sitive to being socially rejected, you 
will stay away from posting, sharing 
or commenting on political issues 
unless you are sure that they are un-
controversial in your social network.

We, a group of scholars from po-
litical science, psychology, and com-
munication studies, decided to study 
the personality traits of people who 

post political content on social media 
compared to those who do not. We 
measured several traits, but found 
one that was especially interesting: 
rejection sensitivity.

Rejection sensitivity is a well-
established measurement in social 
psychology that measures social 
risk propensity. That means looking 
at how afraid you are that someone 
will reject you for something you 
have said or done by asking how you 
would react to a number of hypothet-
ical situations. How you’d feel about 
being rejected by a close friend, walk-
ing up to a stranger at a party, and so 
on, are all part of a puzzle. From the 
answers to these questions, we can 
calculate a rejection sensitivity index 
for every individual. A low value indi-
cates low sensitivity to rejection and 
vice versa.

We then studied the relationship 
between rejection sensitivity and 
political activity on social media in a 
unique survey, distributed to about 
2,000 Swedish residents. We then in-

terviewed 60 young Swedes in order 
to get a better understanding of why 
they either took part in political de-
bate online or not.

The statistical analysis showed 
that even after controlling for age, 
education, gender and political inter-
est, rejection sensitivity has a signifi-
cant effect on engagement. Above all, 
individuals with a high fear of being 
rejected avoid sharing political con-
tent to their network.

For example: a 30-year-old man 
or woman with a university educa-
tion and an interest in politics who 
has a high degree of rejection sensi-
tivity is 40% less likely to share or post 
political content than someone with 
the same characteristics but with a 
low fear of being socially rejected.
Thick skin
Although we found that a substantial 
share of the respondents in the study 
– 37% – had been active in political 
debate on social media in one way or 
another, it was clear that the most ac-

tive group had certain characteristics.
In the interviews, it was obvious 

that for many people, sensitive issues 
are best discussed in private settings. 
Face-to-face with a friend or a col-
league, it’s easier to adjust something 
you have said if you realise you’ve 
caused offence or discomfort. On so-
cial media – at least under your own 
name – you always run the risk of be-
ing misunderstood, or silently con-
demned. And since you are known by 
the company you keep, even having 
a Facebook friend with controversial 
views might put you in a bad light.

Some people, however, simply 
don’t seem to care about whether 
anyone will be offended by what they 
say and will gladly share their views. 
As a result, the content that is actual-
ly posted and shared in social media 
feeds is to a higher degree produced 
by those with a low fear of being so-
cially rejected.

So what does this actually mean? 
This is still an open question. The 
only thing we know is that active 

people are not afraid of social sanc-
tions. That doesn’t mean that they are 
excessively stubborn or one-sided. 
Nor does it mean that they are re-
sistant to facts or harbour extreme 
views. It’s even possible that these 
people have an easier time keeping 
to the target issue. In fact, it may be 
better if more people were less afraid 
of being rejected, since such fear has 
been shown in previous research to 
lead people to adapt to more extreme 
attitudes and become increasingly 
willing to engage with more extreme 
groups.

However, it could also be the 
case that this personality bias leads 
to creating an even more polarised 
political environment with a con-
frontational tone that has the effect 
of scaring people away from political 
discussion online. As social media 
gradually becomes the most impor-
tant source for political information, 
discussion and news for citizens, this 
will have major repercussions for de-
mocracies worldwide.

EM Images
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Career interests 
may be short-circuited by gossip, rumor, 
and office politics. Someone has an agenda 
and isn’t likely to care too much about the 

effect on others’ lives of any underhanded dealings. 
If you hear about such goings-on, Aries, do what you 
can to stop them before they get out of hand. That 
way you can protect your and your colleagues’ career 
interests.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Perhaps you’ve 
been planning a trip or a return to school for 
a long time. However, Taurus, a rather dis-
turbing letter or phone call could jeopardize 

your plans and leave you teetering on the edge of dis-
appointment. If you look at the situation carefully, you 
may find that it doesn’t set you back that much. You 
can take care of it without sacrificing what you want.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Seemingly bad 
news about your financial situation could 
throw your usually even-keeled nature off kil-
ter. Look into the matter carefully before pan-

icking, Gemini. There may have been a computer error 
or other mistake, or perhaps someone confused you 
with someone else. Take steps to rectify the blunder. It’s 
a drag, but you’ll be relieved to know that all was better 
than it seemed.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): An unpleasant 
situation could arise. Your first reaction may 
be to protect those closest to you from the 
truth. You could be tempted to lie or at least 

avoid mentioning the situation. Don’t give in to the 
temptation, Cancer. Your desire to shield loved ones is 
understandable, but it could cause problems. You can’t 
protect people from everything. Most people prefer to 
know the facts.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your mind may 
be going a thousand miles an hour today. 
You might be inundated with new ideas 
and information that could cause mental 

overload. Write it all down if you can. You’ll want to 
refer to it later. It might be advisable to then go out 
for a walk or other exercise. This intellectual over-
load could produce excess nervous energy that you’ll 
need to work off.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  Worries over the 
situation of a lover or close friend who seems 
depressed could plague you today, yet you 
may hesitate to contact this person and ask 

what’s wrong because you don’t want to intrude. None-
theless, you should. All is not as bad as it seems, and 
your concern will be appreciated. Tonight get some 
much-needed rest. You’ve been working far too hard.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A family member 
may be depressed and not up for talking 
about what’s wrong. His or her mood could 
spread to everyone else, so it might be a 

good idea to ask what’s wrong. Point out that moods 
are contagious! Don’t force the issue, Libra. That would 
be worse. A number of calls could interrupt your work, 
which you might find irritating. Don’t be afraid to let 
voicemail get the calls.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Misinforma-
tion might spread through your extended 
family or neighborhood and cause unneces-
sary upsets among those involved. Don’t ac-

cept at face value any gossip or rumor you hear today 
until you check it out yourself, Scorpio. It could turn out 
to be a tempest in a teapot. This isn’t a good time to plan 
or take a trip of any kind. Delays or mishaps could result.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Misinfor-
mation regarding money could come from 
someone who has a stake in your believing 
whatever you’re told. This could be a banker, 

creditor, investment counselor, or even a close friend 
or relative. Whoever it is, Sagittarius, don’t accept what 
this person says at face value. Look into the facts of the 
situation yourself before making any decisions about 
what you need to do.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Someone 
close to you may not be totally honest. This 
person could be avoiding telling the truth or 
hiding something from you in order to pro-

tect you. Trust your instincts, Capricorn. If someone tells 
you something important that doesn’t ring true, check it 
out before accepting one person’s word. This isn’t a vi-
cious deception - only a protective one. But shielding 
someone from the truth can sometimes backfire!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Weariness 
may have you feeling a bit listless today, 
Aquarius, and you’re likely to want to stay 
home in bed rather than go anywhere. This 

goes against your normal inclination, so you could be 
tempted to bite the bullet and get out in spite of your 
malaise. Don’t fall into this trap. Get some rest so that 
when you absolutely have to go out, you’ll be your old 
self again.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A lover or close 
friend may seem to have dropped out of the 
picture, and this could have you worried, con-
fused, and wondering if this person isn’t in-

terested in continuing a relationship with you. Don’t let 
your insecurity get the best of you. The person has his or 
her troubles and will eventually want a strong, sympa-
thetic shoulder to cry on. You’re likely to be that person!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

R. Ramachandran  | thewire.in

Why So Many Twists and Turns in the Ongoing IISc Superconductivity Saga?
Scientists’ attempts to validate 
the superconductivity claim in 
their own labs has gone nowhere 
because the original researchers 
have refused to share all their data. 
This has led some commentators, 
particularly from the West, to dub 
their claim a fraud.

I
t has been over five weeks since the super-
visor-student duo, Anshu Pandey and Dev 
Kumar Thapa, from the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc), Bengaluru, posted their ex-

perimental findings via a preprint paper, stir-
ring up the condensed matter and materials 
research community of the world.

The paper had claimed that they had found 
superconductivity at room-temperature and 
pressure in a nanostructure composite of gold 
and silver. Both these noble metals, which are 
good conductors, are individually known not 
to become superconductors even at tempera-
tures approaching absolute zero (-273.15º C).

The paper has apparently been submitted 
to Nature, the publication of which would in a 
sense authenticate the discovery. But nothing 
of significance has transpired since then. The 
unduly long period of peer review by the jour-
nal is also somewhat surprising. Let us review 
the status of the claim and the issues that have 
surrounded it since.

Given the discredited history of several 
such room temperature superconductivity 
(RTS) claims from around the world, the IISc 
duo’s astonishing claim naturally received 
mixed reactions from scientists. Extraordinary 
claims also immediately trigger scientific scru-
tiny by others, an integral part of the scientific 
process, to validate and confirm the claim or 
negate it. But superconductivity experimental-
ists around the world have been feeling frus-
trated that the paper does not provide enough 
details on the process used to make the ma-
terial in which RTS was apparently detected, 
making it difficult for them to verify its claims.

The process used by Pandey and Thapa is 
stated in their paper as follows. Silver nano-
particles about 1 nm wide, prepared by “stand-
ard colloidal techniques”, were embedded in a 
gold matrix in a chemical sintering process. 
The nanostrucured gold-silver composite 
globules so obtained were about 10-20 nm in 
size. These were then turned into thin films 
and pellets for electrical resistivity and mag-
netic susceptibility measurements respec-
tively. There are no further details beyond this 
sketchy description in the paper. It is, however, 
quite likely that what has been posted by the 
authors in their preprint paper is only a teaser, 
and that what has been submitted to Nature 
includes more details.
Biasing the narrative
“It was a remarkable claim, so there was lots 
of interest,” Pratap Raychaudhuri of the Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), an 
experimentalist in condensed matter physics 
including superconductivity, had told Nature. 
“Several laboratories quickly leapt into action 
to try to replicate the results. But their efforts 
were frustrated because the preprint did not 
provide the details needed to manufacture the 
gold-silver material, and because Thapa and 
Pandey declined requests to share their sam-
ples. After two weeks or so, the community 
started to get more impatient.”

“In 1986 when [Georg] Bednorz and [Karl] 
Muller announced their discovery of high-
temperature superconductivity [at -238º C], 
labs around the world reproduced their results 
within a week to 10 days. When a Japanese 
team announced a novel bismuth sulphide 
superconductor in July 2012, we synthesised 
it within a week, following their recipe,” V.P.S. 
Awana, a condensed matter experimentalist 
from the National Physical Laboratory, was 
quoted as saying by The Telegraph. “They 
should let others make similar measurements 
on their novel superconductor.”

“The Nature embargo is a lame excuse. Ac-
cording to the journal’s embargo policy, there 
is absolutely no embargo on any communica-
tion with scientific colleagues,” Raychaudhuri 
told The Wire. In a post on Facebook, he had 
written, “At least two dozen labs in the coun-
try can do this measurement for Thapa and 
Pandey. For the sake of healthy academic dis-
course, it is of paramount importance that 

Thapa and Pandey come out openly with their 
data and their samples. Their silence is harm-
ing them, and in the process harming their in-
stitution and the whole of Indian science.”
Does the Thapa and Pandey data contain 
repeated noise patterns?Currently, the biggest 
sensation in condensed matter…
Posted by Pratap Raychaudhuri on Saturday, 
11 August 2018

Indeed, much of the discussion around 
this process of scientific scrutiny has played 
out on the social media and on blogs – a com-
mon sight these days. But the reach and influ-
ence of exchanges in these fora go beyond that 
of the research community itself, including via 
the media. This has its merits and demerits.

Consider the case of the RTS claim itself. 
The biggest controversy that surrounds it now 
is rooted in a Twitter thread by Brian Skinner, 
a physicist at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), whose keen eyes noticed 
something unusual in the data presented in 
the Pandey-Thapa paper. He found that back-
ground noise fluctuations – which are sup-
posed to be random – in two independent 
magnetic susceptibility measurements (at two 
different applied magnetic field values) were 
identical. On the face of it, this neither seems 
right nor has any obvious explanation.

Skinner had also recalled in his post how 
identical noise patterns detected in an earlier 
case of research from the highly reputed Bell 
Labs led to the unraveling of one of the biggest 
instances of scientific fraud, which had gone 
on undiscovered for many years and across 
several reputed journals – well known today as 
the Schön scandal.

This aside from Skinner had the undesir-
able effect of most blogs and exchanges on 
the social media commenting on the Pandey-
Thapa work from this perspective, with some 
commentators – particularly from the West – 
already branding the work as fraudulent. One 
author who had posted a comment on the 
work on the arXiv preprints repository, when 
asked to elaborate on it, said to The Wire, “Don’t 
waste your time. It is not a superconductor. 
Also, it seems that these guys have cooked the 
data. IISc should form a team of scientists and 
investigate their measurements and data.”
Controversies aren’t everything
To be fair to the authors, they have, through 
email exchanges with Skinner, thanked him 
for pointing out the repeated noise pattern 
and have told him that they had not noticed 
it, they don’t know of its origin, and that they 
will look into it and get back to him. They have 
also stated that they are getting the data inde-
pendently validated by others. A fraudster is 
unlikely to respond in this manner. The Wire 
has also reliably learnt that Pandey and Thapa 
have indeed shared their samples with anoth-
er IISc group from a different department for 
data validation.

As a scientist, The Wire found, Pandey is 
held in high regard by scientists across Indian 
research institutions for the quality of his past 
work. “I am saddened by the unnecessary con-
troversy that has been created… Give them suf-
ficient time to get their work peer-reviewed and 
published. Pandey has done excellent work in 
[the] past and his group is reputed in the field,” 
said Vivek Polshettiwar, a chemist specialising 
in nanocatalysts at the Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research (TIFR), Mumbai.

“We know Pandey’s earlier work, I have 
followed his very interesting work on lumines-
cence in nanomaterials,” remarked T. Pradeep, 
a chemistry professor at IIT Madras known for 
his research on noble-metal nanoparticle clus-
ters and their applications. “He is known to be 
a thorough and meticulous experimentalist,” 
Arun Grover, an ex-TIFR superconductivity 
experimentalist and former vice-chancellor of 
Punjab University, said.

Given this, one would have liked to see dis-
cussions on the paper from a more academic 
perspective, setting aside the controversial 
‘noise-repeat’ part of it. Unfortunately, such 
discussions and commentaries have been 
limited.

The first such discussion was from a theo-
rist named Ganapathy Baskaran of the Insti-
tute of Mathematical Sciences (IMSc), Chen-
nai, even before the controversy had surfaced. 
He postulated a theory to explain the observa-
tion in terms of the manifestation of latent – 
or hidden – superconductivity in systems in-
volving monovalent metals (such as gold and 
silver) due to special quantum processes that 
can arise in such composite nanostructures. 

The Wire had taken note of this hypothesis in 
its earlier report itself. The theory also predicts 
the occurrence of superconductivity in other 
such composite monovalent metal nanostruc-
tures, which may be checked for.

David Pekker and Jeremy Levy, physicists 
from the University of Pittsburgh, in a com-
ment posted on arXiv on August 17 (i.e. after 
the controversy), set aside the unexplained 
noise correlation problem and suggested an 
interpretation other than superconductiv-
ity for the observation. According to them, a 
physical process they called “temperature-
driven percolation transition” could mimic 
the signals of a superconducting transition, 
particularly that of zero resistance, in such 
systems. Pointing out similar temperature de-
pendent signals in earlier experiments, they 
also suggested a simple follow-up experiment 
that could rule out such a possibility.

Raychaudhuri, one of the most outspoken 
and harshest critics of the authors’ silence, and 
of their reluctance to give complete details of 
the material preparation process and for not 
sharing the samples with other researchers, 
had, however, offered a possible explanation 
for the identical noise patterns.

According to him, this “noise” might not 
be noise in the conventional sense of the term 
but a feature of the signal itself, arising from 
the motion of nanoparticles. This, he says, can 
occur in a not-too-well-compacted sample 
that allows the particles to move with respect 
to each other under the influence of the mag-
netic field, causing the sample to become de-
formed but only to the extent of the material 
being able to return to its original shape when 
the magnetic field is switched off. When a dif-
ferent low magnetic field is applied, the parti-
cles go through similar motion and the same 
“noise” gets repeated as the material retains its 
memory of deformation. At stronger magnetic 
fields, the deformation is large and the parti-
cles get detached from each other, and there is 
no memory of the original any longer.

However, this explanation has not found 
many takers who don’t find it convincing 
enough. The possibility for repetition of the 
noise pattern, according to some others, is 
that what is measured is magnetisation and 
not magnetic susceptibility (which is magneti-
sation divided by magnetic field). The mag-
netisation data itself may not have this noise 
repetition, and which could be arising from 
some peculiar behaviour of the magnetic field 
(perhaps in the field producing equipment it-
self) at low field values.

Notwithstanding these, it is a testimony of 
Pandey’s fellow scientists that, given his repu-
tation, they are standing by Pandey-Thapa 
and giving the duo the benefit of doubt. The 
authors may have good reasons – beyond the 
pre-publication embargo placed by Nature – 
for not revealing how exactly their materials 
were prepared. Raychaudhuri’s point about 
sharing samples with others is a valid com-
plaint but while the authors have not shared 
their samples with many laboratories, they 
have said that samples have been shared with 
one other research group for validating their 
results. Once done, they have also agreed to 
share the results of that exercise, which seems 
reasonable enough.

Attempts to replicate
The ‘noise-repeat’ issue also appears to have 
dissuaded some groups from trying to repro-
duce the results. Pushan Ayyub of TIFR, who 
had told The Wire in its earlier report that his 
group would be attempting to repeat the ex-
periment with material prepared through a 
different process, has now been quoted in 
Nature saying that his lab had not completely 
stopped trying to replicate the results, but the 
pace was no longer frenetic.

Speaking to The Wire, Ayyub said that, us-
ing a different process, his group had prepared 
some material samples, gold-silver compos-
ites as well as gold matrix with a substitute for 
silver that would behave just like silver, but 
they had not found anything of interest. Ming-
da Li of MIT, according to Nature, is another 
researcher who had planned to reproduce the 
results. But following Skinner’s observation, Li 
called a meeting of his group and it was col-
lectively decided to abandon the replication 
attempts.

On September 3, a research team from the 
Indian Institute of Science Education and Re-
search (IISER), Pune, and the UGC-DAE Con-
sortium for Scientific Research, Indore, posted 
a preprint paper on the arXiv server describing 

the results of their attempt to detect super-
conducting transition in gold-silver nanos-
tructured thin films made by the pulsed laser 
deposition (PLD) technique, which is quite 
different from the colloidal technique used 
by Pandey-Thapa. The group found no signa-
ture of superconductivity, either magnetic or 
resistivity transition, over a wide temperature 
range: -268º C to 27º C. “The sample was fully 
metallic down to the lowest temperature,” 
they state in their paper. Not only did the resis-
tivity not reach zero, it did not even show any 
drop throughout the temperature range.

Using PLD and different metallic targets, 
the researchers deposited alternate layers of 
gold and silver of specific thickness, with sil-
ver’s thickness much lower than gold’s, on 
silicon and quartz substrates and repeated the 
process a hundred times to produce films of a 
total thickness of about 80-100 nm. The char-
acterisation of the material so produced, using 
X-ray diffraction and field emission scanning 
electron microscope techniques, confirmed 
the presence of a nanostructured configura-
tion in the film samples.

As the authors emphasise, it is important 
to note that the sample state here is complete-
ly different from what Thapa and Pandey have 
reported. “There cannot be any comparison 
between the two,” the IISER Pune team wrote. 
Therefore, the upshot of this paper – as the au-
thors state very clearly – is that there is no sig-
nature of superconductivity in the limited case 
of gold-silver modulated nanostructured thin 
films made by the PLD technique. So this does 
not immediately imply that the Pandey-Thapa 
RTS result is fake or a false alarm.

It would however seem a bit curious, at least 
to a non-specialist, that the various attempts to 
reproduce the results have not employed the 
same material fabrication method – colloidal 
processing – especially when their paper states, 
“Sample preparation was done using standard 
colloidal techniques” and when the authors 
also claim to have found superconducting 
transition for a range of different proportions 
of gold and silver. From a lay perspective, one 
would imagine that researchers engaged in the 
field should be able to prepare nanostructured 
gold-silver composite samples with random 
proportions of the constituent metals and look 
for superconductivity signatures.

Things are not as simple even though 
this technique for preparing nanoparticles is 
at least as old as nanotechnology itself. One 
particular  statement in the IISER Pune paper 
reflects this problem: “We realised that it may 
be non-trivial to realise the specific state of the 
sample discussed in their work without clear 
and detailed information about the specific 
steps in the synthesis.”

“The colloidal route to preparing such 
structures with 1-2 nm silver particles in 10 
nm gold particle is not standard,” Raychaud-
huri pointed out. “In the absence of a detailed 
recipe, several groups have tried to replicate 
using different routes, for example sputtering. 
None of those attempts so far showed any su-
perconductivity.

“However, since the detailed nanostruc-
tures of those samples are like to be different, 
they do not per se negate the Anshu-Pandey 
results, but merely cast doubt. But they have 
kept absolutely quiet, effectively reinforcing 
the doubt, and reducing the incentive for peo-
ple to try to reproduce the result,” he added.

“We routinely make gold and silver na-
noparticles of different shapes and sizes. We 
have earlier looked for superconductivity in 
gold-silver composites but did not find any,” 
Pradeep explained. “So when this paper came 
out, I was very excited and thought everything 
[process details] will be revealed soon, but 
nothing has happened.”

According to him, with the limited infor-
mation provided, nobody will be able to re-
produce the claimed RTS results. For example, 
he noted that saying ‘10 nm gold nanoparti-
cle’ did not provide much useful information 
about the nanoparticle’s various attributes, in 
effect making it hard to characterise it. A nano-
particle cuboid is different from, say, a sphere 
or a rod or octahedron.” Moreover, the tech-
nique used to prepare the nanoparticles may 
have been standard “but one needs the exact 
synthesis protocol used. The chemical reduc-
tion process affects particle surfaces. Particles 
have surface charges and colloidal repulsion 
prevents particles from being stable and the 
‘monolayer’ [of the chemical species used for 
reduction] decides the final stability.”

This level of detail has to be provided be-
cause, Pradeep continued,“there is an almost 
infinite variety of nanostructures that one can 
end up with depending on the protocol used. 
The structural characterisation details they 
have given are basic, rudimentary informa-
tion.”
The thing about nanoparticles…
“In the synthesis of nanoparticles, almost all 
reaction parameters turn out to be critical,” 
D.D. Sarma, a colleague of Pandey and Thapa 
from the same department at the IISc, said – 
referring to how all those parameters need to 
be fixed to the right values. “So it is perfectly 
possible for the same nanomaterial with es-
sentially the same size, shape, crystal facets 
and morphology to have completely different 
properties based on the surface treatment.” 
He provided the example of the photolumi-
nescence quantum efficiency of a nanomate-
rial, which “may vary from nearly zero to near-
ly…100% just based on what is or is not there 
on the surface of the nanomaterial.”

“Although there are a large number of 
methods to make gold-silver nanoparticles, 
there is always a probability that every pro-
tocol produces nanoparticles with some dif-
ferent properties, in terms of coating, func-
tionality, sizes, shape, crystal structure, etc.,” 
Polshettiwar elaborated. “Therefore, it will be 
important to use  exactly the same protocol to 
make these materials to check the reproduc-
ibility of their results, and hence we need to 
wait until they publish their work.”

He added that a close inspection of the duo’s 
electron microscopy and X-ray data indicated 
that “these are not typical bimetallic or core-
shell gold-silver materials but look like several 
small silver nanoparticles embedded in big gold 
nanoparticles,” as a result of which synthesising 
them may not be a “trivial” process.

To get a perspective of these remarks: re-
member that an atom is about a tenth of a na-
nometre in size. So at 1 nm, one is dealing with 
an assembly of about tens of atoms. So when 
one says ‘1 nm silver particles embedded in a 
gold matrix in the form of 10 nm-20 nm size 
globules’, one is talking of a near-spherical as-
semblage of hundreds of atoms of gold and sil-
ver, which are almost of the same size, and the 
fabricated thin film or pellet is an aggregate of 
such globules.

Although both have similar crystal struc-
tures, it is important how the atoms are packed 
and how the silver is embedded with respect to 
the gold. This influences the quantum dynam-
ics between the two species, such as  electron 
transfer between the two, which is ultimately 
responsible for any collective behaviour of the 
electrons, including superconductivity.

Polshettiwar pointed that “The colloidal 
route generally allows better control over size, 
shape, crystalline nature, defects and func-
tional groups of nanoparticles, and all these 
properties play a significant role in their quan-
tum properties and electron transport behav-
iour.”

Indeed, in a 2015 paper published in the 
journal Pramana, Pandey and colleagues 
outlined how counterintuitive quantum be-
haviour, particularly electron transport, can 
manifest in nanostructured materials pre-
pared by the colloidal route. Since their objec-
tive, as Thapa and Pandey state in their paper, 
was to look for non-phononic electron pairing 
mechanisms, the colloidal technique seems to 
have been a natural choice for them over other 
methods for preparing the nanostructured 
materials.

But as to the continued silence of the au-
thors about revealing details of the process, 
it is possible – as reports on the grapevine on 
Facebook say – that the authors may have filed 
for a patent for the unique fabrication proc-
ess that produces superconducting gold-silver 
composites, and hence don’t want to share the 
process details at this time. The other scenario, 
which would be rather disappointing, is what 
Raychaudhuri has stated – again, hearsay – in 
his Facebook post: “They are unable to repro-
duce their samples and the original ones are 
not showing what they claimed in the paper; 
so they think it has degraded.”

So if the RTS claim was one more addition 
to the wayside bin of failed discoveries, so be 
it. False alarms and failures too are part and 
parcel of the scientific process of discovery. 
But let us wait and watch how the story pans 
out in the days to come. It is not yet time for 
its epitaph.

R. Ramachandran is a science writer.
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Home minister to soon launch first smart 
fence project along Pak border — BSF chief

Two Kashmiri Islamic State 
militants held, 2 pistols seized

Congress leader and former speaker Suresh Reddy to join TRS

EC team to visit Telangana on Sep 11 to check poll preparedness

Stable policy regime for 
e-mobility soon — Modi

New Delhi, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Two suspected Islamic State 
(IS) militants hailing from 
Jammu and Kashmir were 
arrested in the Capital, po-
lice said on Friday. Two pis-
tols and 10 cartridges were 
seized from them.

“The two suspects 
belong to Ganapora vil-
lage, Shopian. They were 
arrested from a bus stop 
near Red Fort on Thursday 
night. They were to board 
a bus back to Jammu and 
Kashmir with the weap-
ons they collected from 
Amroha, Uttar Pradesh,” 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, Special Cell, P.S. 
Kushwah said.

He said the arrested 
were suspected to be as-
sociated with the global 
terror network’s Jammu and 
Kashmir franchise.

The group is not known 
to have physical presence in 
that state and the state po-
lice have been denying that 
IS militants were operating 
from there.

However, a fringe group 
of young men would often 
be seen waving black flags, 
used by the IS, in the Kash-

mir Valley.
“The two -- Parvez 

Ahmed Lone, 24, and Jam-
sheed Zahoor, 19, -- are 
students of M.Tech and PG 
Diploma respectively. Delhi 
was just a transit point for 
them,” said Kushwah. 

They told police that 
they were taking those 
weapons to Kashmir, and 
that there were no activities 
planned for Delhi. 

Lone’s brother was 
killed in an encounter in 
the state in January. “He was 
influenced by his brother,” 
police said.

Strategic alliance in states to defeat BJP in 2019 polls — Sibal 
New Delhi, Sep. 7 (IANS): Con-
gress and other opposition par-
ties will enter into strategic politi-
cal alliances in states to defeat the 
BJP in the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, feels former Union Minister 
Kapil Sibal, who says a pan-India 
alliance may be difficult before 
the polls.

He also asserted that the issue 
of who will be the Prime Ministe-
rial candidate of the opposition 
will be sorted out by the parties at 
the right time. The BJP’s alliance 
partners have fallen out, he said 
and does not see the ruling party 
securing enough numbers even 
to think of forming the govern-
ment.

“People of India are connect-
ing with us because the people 
have realised that this sort of 
tsunami of jumlas (rhetoric) has 
not taken India anywhere. The 
dreams that were promised have 
come crashing down. The com-
munications revolution is a great 
benefactor in many senses. 

“But in the context of this 
Prime Minister, the communica-
tions revolution has ensured that 
whatever he said in the past can 
be repeated to him, haunt him. 
This was not so when the com-
munications revolution had not 
taken place because it is in elec-
tronic mode, whatever speeches 
he made and whatever he said 
is going to haunt him. Public 
memory is refreshed by repeating 
those promises that he made,” 
Sibal told IANS in an interview.

His book ‘Shades of Truth -- A 
Journey Derailed’ published by 

Rupa Publications releasing on 
Friday analyses the four years 
of NDA rule under Modi, the 
weaknesses that undid the UPA 
regime, the 2G and coal “scams” 
among other things.

Replying to questions, the 
former HRD minister said any at-
tempts by BJP to polarise people 
before elections would not pay. 

“It would not matter. I think 
the people of India, their eyes 
have been opened to the reality of 
this leadership,” he said. 

Asked about his view which 
he has written in the book that 
Congress would have a dilemma 
in West Bengal on whether to tie 
with the Left or the ruling Trina-
mool Congress, he said, “That 
we will see. I don’t decide these 
issues. I have said what I said in 
the book.”

To a question whether there 
will be pan-India alliance or state-
specific alliances, Sibal said, “I 
have said in the book that a pan-
India alliance is difficult.” 

Asked if he was confident 
about an opposition alliance 
against BJP, he said “100 per cent”.

When pressed to answer 
whether it would be a grand alli-
ance, Sibal said, “There certainly 
will be strategic alliances because 
there are common interests. So 
there is the lowest common de-
nominator at work.”

Sibal, who was elected from 
the Chandni Chowk constituency 
of the national capital in the 2004 
and 2009 Lok Sasbha elections 
said in reply to another query 
whether Congress should partner 

with AAP in Delhi that “I don’t 
think we have asked for alliance 
but they (Congress leadership) 
will decide”.

Asked about the problems 
that could emerge in the opposi-
tion alliance over the Prime Min-
ister’s post, the Congress leader 
shot back, “that (prime minister) 
will emerge”. 

When told about Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) riposte as to 
“who is the alternative to Modi”, 
Sibal hit back saying “what has 
this great Prime Minister done 
for India? Forget who. If you look 
at the record of this country, the 
history of the country since 1991, 
the greatest things have hap-
pened in coalition governments. 
Strong majority in 2014 has in fact 
resulted in belittling the future 
of India. Let us not go into that 
debate.” 

He said the situation will 
throw up a candidate. “Always. It 
always does. It happened in 2004 
also.”

Asked whether the Prime Min-
ister candidate will be from Con-
gress, he said, “I don’t know. We 
will see whatever emerges at that 
point of time. That is something 
people will decide.”

When told about the reserva-
tions among some opposition 
leaders over Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi, Sibal said, “Any-
body may have reservations. The 
point in time is if and when that 
situation arises somebody will 
emerge and I think the people 
will decide who that somebody is 
going to be.”

Asked about reports that the 
BJP may not get majority but still 
could form a coalition govern-
ment next year, Sibal said, “It’s all 
speculation. What are the num-
bers you are talking about. BJP is 
not there in Tamil Nadu. BJP is not 
there in Kerala, Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana. Hardly it is there 
in West Bengal and Odisha. Where 
are they going to get the seats?

“They got all seats in Rajas-
than, Gujarat, almost all seats 
in Haryana... where are they go-
ing to get the seats? I am not on 
numbers. If you look at the map 
of India and the fact that alliance 
partners have fallen out, I don’t 
see the BJP securing enough 
numbers even to think of forming 
the government,” he said.

When asked whether the op-
position was simply hoping to 
cash on the anti-incumbency 
against the Modi government, 
the Congress leader said: “This 
is not about anti-incumbency. 
This is destroying the very fabric 
of India.” 

“See a disruptive mindset will 
indulge in disruptive politics and 
disruptive economics. What we 
have seen in the last four years are 
disruptive mindsets who have in-
dulged in disruptive politics and 
disruptive economics,” he said 
attacking the BJP government. 

Sibal said this has nothing to 
do with anti-incumbency. “De-
structive mindsets have resulted 
in destroying the peace and tran-
quility of India. It has destroyed 
the economy of India starting 
November 8, 2016. 

Hyderabad, Sep. 7 (PTI): 
Congress in Telangana suf-
fered a setback Friday after 
senior party leader and 
former assembly speak-
er K R Suresh Reddy an-
nounced his decision to 
join the TRS.

State minister K T Rama 
Rao, son of TRS president 
and caretaker Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrasekhar Rao, 
and other TRS leaders met 
Reddy here and invited 
him to join the Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi.

Reddy, who was flanked 
by Rama Rao, said he de-
cided to join the TRS to 

contribute to the growth 
process of the TRS regime.

“There will be trouble 
for state and its people if 
the driver of a car who is 
driving well and with speed 
is changed midway,” he 
said.

The veteran politician 
said he will be an ambas-
sador between the people 
and the government.

“I came to the decision 
when the minister told 
me to contribute towards 
scope of improvement in 
implementation of govern-
ment schemes,” he told 
reporters.

New Delhi, Sep. 7 (IANS): The Elec-
tion Commission on Friday decided 
to send a team of officials to Hydera-
bad on September 11 for making an 
assessment of the poll preparedness 
of the machinery in the state where 
the ruling party has sought early 
elections by dissolving the assembly.

The decision was taken at a full 
meeting of the commission chaired 
by Chief Election Commissioner O.P. 

Rawat. 
An official press note issued after 

the meeting said: “In view of the 
dissolution of the state legislative 
assembly of Telangana, the commis-
sion has decided to send a team of 
ECI officials to assess the situation 
in the state regarding poll prepared-
ness. A team of ECI officials headed 
by Umesh Sinha, Senior Deputy 
Election Commissioner, will be visit-

ing Hyderabad on Tuesday, 11 Sep-
tember 2018 and will give the report 
to the election commission after the 
completion of the visit.” 

The commission met a day after 
the Telangana government headed 
by K. Chandrashekar Rao dissolved 
the assembly and the governor acted 
on the cabinet decision to end the 
tenure of the assembly whose term 
was there till June next year.

New Delhi, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said that 
the government will soon 
put in place a new stable 
policy regime to promote 
the use of electric and oth-
er alternative-fuel vehicles 
in the country to fight cli-
mate change.

“We want to build In-
dia as a driver in electric 
vehicles. We will soon put 
in place a stable policy 
regime around electric 
and other alternative-fuel 
vehicles,” Modi said at 
the launch of the two-day 
“Move: Global Mobility 
Summit” here.

“Clean mobility pow-
ered by clean energy is our 
most powerful weapon 
in our fight against cli-
mate change. This means a 
pollution-free, clean drive, 
leading to clean air and 
better living standards for 
our people,” he said. 

Modi said that in a rap-
idly transforming mobility 
paradigm, India had inher-
ent strength and compara-
tive advantages over other 
major economies.

“We have little of the 
legacy of resource-blind 
mobility. We have fewer ve-
hicles per capita than oth-
er major economies. Thus, 
we do not carry much 
of the baggage of other 
economies that were built 
on the back of private car 
ownership. This gives us a 
window of opportunity to 
create an all new seamless 
mobility ecosystem,” the 
Prime Minister said.

He added that not only 
did India have a strong In-
formation Technology sec-
tor, but also its vast public 
digital infrastructure cre-
ated by the unique identity 
programme Aadhaar.

“With digitally empow-
ered 850 million Indian 
citizens, we can demon-
strate how such digital 
infrastructure can be com-
bined with new mobility 
business models.

“Our renewable energy 
boost will ensure that the 
environmental benefits 
of electric mobility can 
be fully realised. We plan 
to draw 175 GW of energy 
from renewables by 2022. 
We are already the fifth 
largest producer of solar 
energy and sixth largest of 
renewable energy in the 
world,” Modi added.

He said that India also 
had a fast growing manu-
facturing base and a large 
digitally-literate young 
population.

“Therefore, I am con-
vinced that India is the 
best place globally to be an 
early mover in the mobil-

ity economy... we will do 
whatever it takes, because 
this is our commitment 
to our heritage and our 
promise to future genera-
tions,” he added.

Calling mobility simi-
lar to Internet in its early 
days, Modi said that the 
mobility revolution was an 
enabler of India’s growth 
and development, which 
was capable of creating 
employment for those with 
doctorates and engineer-
ing degrees, to drivers and 
mechanics.

“We should embrace 
this revolution early and 
leverage ourselves to lead 
the mobility innovation 
ecosystem both for our-
selves and others,” he said.

“My vision for the fu-
ture of mobility in India is 
based on 7 Cs -- common, 
connected, convenient, 
congestion-free, charged, 
c lean,  cutt ing-edge.” 
Charged mobility, Modi 
said, was the way forward.

“We want to drive in-
vestments across the value 
chain from batteries to 
smart charging to elec-
tric vehicle manufactur-
ing... India’s entrepreneurs 
manufacturers are now 
poised to develop and de-
ploy breakthrough battery 
technology,” he said.

The Prime Minister 
also said that India’s econ-
omy and reforms were on 
the move in this direction.

“Our economy is on the 
move. We are the world’s 
fastest growing major 
economy. Our cities and 
towns are on the move. We 
are building 100 smart cit-
ies. Our infrastructure is on 
the move. We are speedily 
building roads, airports, 
rail lines and ports... 

“Our goods are on the 
move. Goods and Services 
Tax has helped rationalise 
supply chains and ware-
house networks... our re-
forms are on the move. We 
have made India an easier 
place to do business. Our 
lives are on the move. Fam-
ilies are getting homes, 
toilets, LPG cylinders, bank 
accounts and loans... we 
are fast emerging as the 
start-up hub of the world,” 
he said.

Delhi Police’s Special Cell arrest two suspected terrorists, Parwez Rashid and Jamshed Jahoor, affiliated 
to the Islamic State in Jammu and Kashmir (ISJK) organisation, in New Delhi, Friday, Sep. 7.
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Border Security Force Director General KK Sharma and Bangladesh Border Guards Director General Maj. Gen. Shafeenul Islam sign an MoU 
after the 47th DG BSF - DG BGB Border Co-ordination Conference, in New Delhi, Friday, Sep. 7.
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New Delhi, Sep. 7 (PTI): 
The first ‘smart fence’ pi-
lot project, which entails 
deploying laser fences and 
technology enabled barri-
ers to plug venerable gaps 
along India’s borders, is 
expected to be formally 
launched by Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh later 
this week, the BSF chief 
said Friday.

Such gadgetry will be 
deployed along 2,400 kil-
ometers of India’s border 
with Pakistan and Bangla-
desh in the future, he said. 

Director General, Bor-
der Security Force, K K 
Sharma said India’s rela-
tion with Bangladesh and 
its border guarding force, 
BGB, are very friendly at 
present, and their prior-
ity is to install these smart 
gadgets, as part of the 
comprehensive integrated 
border management sys-
tem (CIBMS), along the 
Pakistan frontier first.

“The first pilot project 
of the CBIM system or 
smart fence is already in 
place and working in Jam-
mu. The home minister 
will formally launch it on 
September 17... but this is 
a tentative date. 

“On the eastern side in 
Dhubri, across the Brah-
muptra, we have installed 
technical solutions on a 
stretch of 55-60 kilometers 
because there is no pos-
sibility of erecting a fence 
there,” the BSF chief told 
reporters here. 

He said the border 
guarding force is using a 
number of latest gadgets 
and technology to guard 
this area on the eastern 
side. They have been in-
tegrated and a CCTV-like 
feed will be given to the 
border post and immedi-
ate action can be taken 

against any intrusion at-
tempt. 

“This (Dhubri) is al-
most completed and likely 
to be inaugurated on Sep-
tember 27. These are initial 
phases. We have identified 
vulnerable areas along the 
borders and roughly an 
area of about 2,400-km has 
been identified for rolling 
out the CIBMS ultimately,” 
he said. 

Our priority, for the 
smart fence or laser fence 
project, is the western 
side because we have very 
friendly relations with 
Bangladesh and we are in 
no hurry, he said. 

If we have to prioritise, 
then we will start with the 
borders with Pakistan, he 
added.

West Bengal is ‘slightly 
friendly’ to Rohingyas; set 
up camp for 70 families

West Bengal is “slightly 

friendly” to the Rohing-
yas and has set up special 
camps for about 70 such 
families, BSF Director 
General (DG) K K Sharma 
said Friday, asserting he 
has got an inquiry con-
ducted to ascertain their 
numbers.

The chief of the bor-
der guarding force, which 
guards the 4,096-km-long 
India-Bangladesh frontier, 
said they are alive to the 
issue and there has not 
been any large-scale influx 
of these Myanmar-based 
migrants into India.

“We are alive to the 
situation. We are aware 
that a large number of 
Rohingyas are assembled 
there in Bangladesh and 
from time-to-time some 
small groups did try to 
enter India, but I am very 
happy to say that we did 
not let them succeed. 

“So, there has not been 
any large-scale influx of 
Rohingyas into India. 
Whatever Rohingyas are 
already there in the coun-
try... In fact, they are also 
under pressure at some 
places; so they are going 
to West Bengal, a state 
which is slightly friendly 
with them. 

“ They have set  up 
camps for Rohingyas com-
ing from within the coun-
try and not from Bangla-
desh,” Sharma said at a 
press conference he held 
with his visiting Bangla-
deshi counterpart.

We got it (Rohingyas 
presence in West Bengal) 
inquired, the DG said, and 
there were about 70 odd 
families who had come 
from various places within 
India. 

“So, I am very happy to 
say the BSF has success-

fully contained the influx 
of Rophigyas and we have 
not allowed any intrusion 
so far. This has also been 
verified by our sister se-
curity agencies,” Sharma 
asserted.

Border Guards Bang-
ladesh DG Maj Gen Md 
Shafeenul Islam was also 
asked the same question 
and he replied that they 
are “very much alert” to 
prevent unauthorised 
movement of Rohingyas in 
their country and towards 
the border areas.

“ T h e r e  a r e  l a r g e 
number of  Rohingyas 
along the Bangladesh-
Myanmar border and all 
the security agencies in-
cluding BGB are keeping 
them confined to the area 
allocated to them. But yet, 
in very few cases, they are 
slipping out of the camps 
and we are finding them in 

some other parts of Bang-
ladesh. 

“Our security forces 
are very much alert and 
as we detect them, we get 
them back to our camps 
again. We are very keen on 
keeping them in the des-
ignated camps,” the BGB 
chief said.

He said any decision 
on the this subject is the 
prerogative of the Bangla-
deshi government.

“ T h i s  ( R o h i n g y a s 
movement from Myan-
mar) is not migration. 
They have been forcibly 
displaced. This is a po-
litical decision and at the 
political level, the Bangla-
desh government is trying 
to resolve the problem 
with help of the interna-
tional community,” Islam 
said.

A high-level delegation 
of the BGB, led by Islam, 
today concluded their six-
day visit and bi-annual 
meeting with the BSF on 
various border-related 
issues.

At a press conference 
in November last year, the 
BSF DG had said there 
were about 36,000 Rohing-
yas in various parts of the 
country and the paramili-
tary force had upped its 
ante against their illegal 
influx into India, “as their 
links with terror organisa-
tions cannot be ruled out”.

He had said the BSF 
had not come across any 
specific case where a Ro-
hingya they caught pos-
sessed arms, ammunition 
or had terror connection.

“But, the threat that 
they have some links with 
terror organisations is a 
very serious one and has 
been given by our sister 
agencies and I don’t doubt 
them,” Sharma had said.

Reddy, who hails from 
Nizamabad district, had 
served as speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly in 

undivided Andhra Pradesh 
between 2004 to 2009 when 
Y S Rajasekhara Reddy was 
the chief minister.

He was elected to the 
assembly in 1989, 1994, 
1999 and 2004.

The first Legislative As-

sembly in Telangana was 
dissolved yesterday follow-
ing a recommendation by 
the TRS government.

Narendra Modi (File photo)
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A neighbor walks by a manhole where the ground sank by an earthquake in Kiyota, outskirts of Sapporo city, 
Hokkaido, northern Japan, Friday, Sept. 7, 2018. A powerful earthquake hit wide areas on Japan’s north-
ernmost main island of Hokkaido early Thursday, triggering landslides as well as causing the loss of power.

Tokyo, Sep. 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Japanese rescue workers 
with bulldozers and sniffer 
dogs scrabbled through the 
mud Friday to find survi-
vors from a landslide that 
buried houses after a pow-
erful quake, as the death 
toll rose to 18. 

Around 22 people are 
still unaccounted for in the 
small northern countryside 
town of Atsuma, where a 
cluster of dwellings were 
wrecked when a hillside 
collapsed with the force of 
the 6.6-magnitude quake, 
causing deep brown scars 
in the landscape.

“We’ve heard there are 
people still stuck under the 
mud, so we’ve been work-
ing around the clock but 
it’s been difficult to rescue 
them,” a Self-Defense Forc-
es serviceman in Atsuma 
told public broadcaster 
NHK. 

“We will take measures 
to find them quickly.” An 
elderly woman in Atsuma 
told NHK: “My relative is 
still buried under the mud 
and has not been found 
yet, so I couldn’t sleep at all 
last night. There were also 
several aftershocks so it was 
a restless night.” 

Around 1.6 million 
households in the sparsely 
populated northern island 
of Hokkaido were still with-
out power after the quake 
damaged a thermal plant 
supplying electricity to the 
region.

Industry minister Hi-
roshige Seko said that 

number should be reduced 
to 550,000 households on 
Friday.

“It will  take about 
a week” before the larg-
est thermal power plant 
recovers, “so during that 
period, we are sending 
power-generating vehicles 
to hospitals,” Seko told 
reporters.

He urged citizens to 
conserve energy by having 
fewer lights on in shops and 
restaurants and “for exam-
ple family members staying 
together in one room”.

Some 22,000 rescue 
workers including troops 
called up from the Self-

Defense Forces handed out 
emergency water supplies 
and long lines formed at 
petrol stations and super-
markets, as people stocked 
up fearing further quakes.

“Please give your sym-
pathy to people who spent 
a dark night in fear, and 
do everything you can to 
restore electricity as soon as 
possible,” Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe told a cabi-
net meeting to discuss the 
quake.

The earthquake, which 
scored the maximum on 
a Japanese scale measur-
ing the power of a quake’s 
shaking, also collapsed a 

handful of houses and walls 
in the main city of Sapporo.

However, considering 
the strength of the quake, 
the death toll was relatively 
light, with the majority of 
victims coming from the 
landslide in Atsuma.

Transport services were 
gradually coming back on 
line with bullet trains re-
suming operations late 
Friday morning and the 
main airport in Sapporo 
operating a partial service 
after cancelling all flights 
the day before. But a foot-
ball friendly between Ja-
pan and Chile in Sapporo 
planned on Friday was 

scrapped due to the trans-
port and power chaos in 
Hokkaido.

The quake was the 
latest in a string of natu-
ral disasters to batter the 
country.

Western parts of the 
country are still recovering 
from the most powerful 
typhoon to strike Japan in a 
quarter of a century, which 
claimed 11 lives and shut 
down the main regional 
airport.

And officials warned of 
the danger of fresh quakes.

“Large quakes often oc-
cur, especially within two to 
three days (of a big one),” 
said Toshiyuki Matsumori, 
in charge of monitoring 
earthquakes and tsuna-
mis at the meteorological 
agency.

The risk of housing col-
lapses and landslides had 
increased, he said, urging 
residents “to pay full atten-
tion to seismic activity and 
rainfall and not to go into 
dangerous areas”.

Japan sits on the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire” where many 
of the world’s earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions are 
recorded.

In June, a deadly tremor 
rocked the Osaka region, 
killing five people and in-
juring over 350.

On March 11, 2011, a 
devastating 9.0-magni-
tude quake struck under 
the Pacific Ocean, and the 
resulting tsunami caused 
widespread damage and 
claimed thousands of lives.

Naypyidaw, Sep. 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Myanmar’s government spokes-
man will no longer answer phone 
calls from media, he said Friday, 
one day after the International 
Criminal Court ruled it had ju-
risdiction to investigate crimes 
against the country’s Rohingya 
Muslim community. 

Myanmar’s reputation has 
been further battered in the 
last two weeks with a damning 
UN report calling for military 
chief Min Aung Hlaing and other 
top generals to be prosecuted 
for “genocide” after more than 
700,000 Rohingya fled a military 
crackdown last year.

The International Criminal 
Court (ICC) flexed its muscles 
Thursday with its unprecedented 
ruling that it had the power to 
investigate the forced deporta-
tion of Rohingya to Bangladesh, 
even though Myanmar has not 
signed the statute underpinning 
the tribunal.

Myanmar has stonewalled in 
response to international criti-
cism, barring journalists and dip-
lomats from visiting the scene of 
the crackdown except on short, 
military-chaperoned trips.

Communication from au-
thorities is also often slow and 
scarce, with only one official 

media spokesman for the entire 
government.

Now even that channel of 
information is all but drying up.

“We won’t answer the phone 
in future,” government spokes-
man Zaw Htay told reporters in 
the capital Naypyidaw Friday, 
adding that he will instead hold 
press conferences every one or 
two weeks.

He had been expected to 
discuss the ICC’s decision, telling 
AFP on Thursday night that he 
would answer questions on the 
matter at the media conference.

But he refused to be drawn on 
the matter Friday, instead saying 

the government would give an 
official statement in response 
“soon”.

Myanmar has previously 
rejected any possibility that the 
ICC could have any jurisdiction 
over the country.

Bangladesh is a signatory, 
however, and the judges said that 
the deportation of the Rohingya 
amounted to a cross-border 
crime, thereby giving the court 
the right to pursue the issue 
further.

Its ruling means that the 
ICC’s chief prosecutor can now 
open a preliminary investigation 
that could lead to a wider probe 

and eventually a trial.
The ICC ruling followed in-

ternational outrage triggered 
by the sentencing of two local 
Reuters journalists earlier this 
week for seven years in jail under 
a draconian state secrets act.

Wa Lone, 32, and Kyaw Soe 
Oo, 28, had been investigating 
the extrajudicial killing of Ro-
hingya villagers when they were 
arrested in December last year.

Rights groups decried the 
case as a sham trial in a country 
where press freedom is shrink-
ing. 

Zaw Htay declined to com-
ment on the case Friday.

Dhaka, Sep. 7 (PTI): Bang-
ladeshi police on Friday 
shot dead two suspected 
members of an Islamist 
group blamed for several 
attacks in the Muslim-ma-
jority country, including 
the murder of progressive 
writer-publisher, officials 
said. 

The suspects were killed 
in what police described 
as “gunfight” in Sreena-
gar upazila of Munshiganj, 
bdnews24 reported.

Both men in their early 
30s were the members of 
the banned Jamayetul Mu-
jahideen Bangladesh (JMB) 
militant group, said Nazrul 
Islam, a district intelligence 
officer of Munshiganj po-
lice. 

The JMB is said to have 
links with the Islamic State.

The police had sig-
nalled two motor cyclists 
to stop around 2am on 
Sreenagar Highway which 
they ignored and entered 
the nearby Chashara KC 
road, said Additional Su-
perintendent of Police Kazi 
Maksuda Lima.

“Police chased them 
and they opened fire forc-
ing the police to retaliate. 
At one point, both of them 
were shot dead.” 

Two sub-inspectors and 
a constable of police were 
also injured in the incident, 
according to the police.

The law enforcement 
agencies seized 11 hand-

made bombs, a pistol and 
two machetes from the 
scene.

“We had information 
that both of them were in-
volved in the murder of 
blogger Shahjahan Bach-
chu.” 

Abdur Rahman, the key 
suspect in the murder of 
Bachchu, died in a shootout 
with the police in June.

On June 11, four uni-
dentified assailants on two 
motorcycles gunned down 
Bachchu in the Upazila.

The 55-year-old former 
general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Bang-
ladesh’s Munshiganj dis-
trict unit was a publisher 
of Bishaka Prokashoni. He 
was known as a free-think-
ing writer in his ancestral 
village Kakaldi. 

The killing of Bachchu, 
60, was the first Islamist at-
tack on a prominent secular 
figure in two years.

Police fi led a case 
against four unidentified 
persons over the murder. 
The police said to have 
retrieved the informa-
tion of the involvement of 
two more persons in the 
murder after interrogat-
ing Abdur Rahman, the 
report said. The JMB was 
also blamed for the 2016 
attack on a cafe in an afflu-
ent Dhaka neighbourhood, 
in which 18 foreigners and 
four other hostages were 
killed.

Washington, Sep. 7 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump has pro-
posed to indefinitely extend the de-
tention period for undocumented 
migrant children by abandoning 
a judicial agreement establishing 
a limit of 20 days after being ap-
prehended.

The government initiative 
would entail ending the so-called 
Flores Settlement, approved in 
1997 and setting a limit of 20 days 
as the maximum period authorities 
may detain children entering the 
country illegally, the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) said in a 
statement on Thursday.

The decision seeks to respond 
to the problems facing the ad-
ministration as a result of the con-
troversial “zero tolerance” policy 
pushed by the Justice Department, 
which had allowed the separation 
of immigrant families detained at 
the border with Mexico, reports 
Efe news.

DHS Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen 
said in the statement that the 
current protocol - which Trump 
wants to abandon - allows for “le-
gal loopholes... (that) significantly 
hinder the department’s ability to 

appropriately detain and promptly 
remove family units that have no 
legal basis to remain in the coun-
try”.

She added that altering the 
rules would standardise the way in 

which minors entering the country 
alone or who are removed from 
their parents or guardians are 
treated.

Nielsen claimed that the new 
rule would allow the federal gov-
ernment to implement the immi-
gration laws as they were approved 
in Congress, the same argument 
she had used when the administra-
tion started implementing the zero 
tolerance policy last April. The gov-
ernment said that abandoning the 
Flores Settlement is an important 
step toward regaining control over 
the country’s border.

“It is sickening to see the United 
States government looking for ways 
to jail more children for longer,” 
said Omar Jadwat, director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union’s 
Immigrants’ Rights Project.

Although the new rule will be 
implemented on Friday, its legal vi-
ability will have to wait to be tested 
in court.

Brasilia, Sep. 7 (IANS): Bra-
zil’s front-running far-right 
presidential candidate Jair 
Bolsonaro was stabbed 
during a rally while cam-
paigning for next month’s 
election.

On Thursday,  Bol-
sonaro, notorious for mak-
ing racist, sexist and homo-
phobic remarks, was being 
led through a crowd on the 
shoulders of supporters 
in Juiz de Fora city in the 
southern state of Minhas 
Gervais when an assailant 
stabbed him from the front 
and he appeared to scream 
in pain, reports CNN.

Known to many of his 
countrymen as the “Brazil-
ian Trump”, Bolsonaro was 
taken to a hospital where 
medical officials and his 

family said he was in a sta-
ble condition.

“Unfortunately it was 
more serious than we 
hoped,” tweeted his son 
Flavio Bolsonaro. 

“The wound reached 
part of his liver, lung and 
intestine. He lost a lot of 
blood, reaching the hos-
pital... Almost dead... His 
condition now seems sta-
ble. Please pray!”

Brazil’s federal police 
said that they arrested a 
man identified as Adelio 
Bispo de Oliveira, 40, whom 
a group of people tried to 
lynch after accusing him of 
staging the attack, reports 
Efe news.

Bolsonaro is one of the 
most controversial candi-
dates in the current elec-

toral round because he is 
a defender of Brazil’s 1964-
1984 military dictatorship. 

He is also facing court 
proceedings for inciting 
violence.

According to a voter sur-
vey released on Wednesday, 
the rightist would finish 
first in the October 7 elec-
tion if imprisoned former 
President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva, whose candidacy 
was declared invalid by 
election authorities does 
not participate, but he 
would lose in a runoff. 

Lula was heading all the 
voter surveys with some 
40 per cent support but 
recently he was declared 
“ineligible” to run because 
of his conviction on corrup-
tion charges.

Kabul, Sep. 7 (IANS): US Secretary of De-
fence James Mattis made a surprise visit to 
the Afghan capital on Friday and in a meet-
ing with President Mohammad Ashraf 
Ghani assured Washington’s long-term 
support to Afghanistan.

Mattis also assured that his country 
would continue its security and economic 
cooperation for enhancing bilateral rela-
tions between the US and Afghanistan, 
according to a statement released by the 
Presidential Palace.

Heading a ranking delegation, which 
also included Chairman of the US Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Joseph Dunford, Mattis in the 
meeting with Ghani also exchanged views 
on the impact of US strategy on Afghani-
stan and South Asia, the upcoming Afghan 
parliamentary and presidential elections, 
the war on terror and talks with Pakistan, it 

said. The Afghan President, accompanied 
by Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah, said 
that the Afghans and their government 
were thankful to Washington for its support 
to Kabul, the statement added.

Mattis arrived here at a time when 
Washington is trying to make headway in 
Kabul after 17 years of war.

The arrival of Mattis coincided with the 
recent takeover by Austin Miller from John 
Nicholson as NATO-led Resolute Support 
Mission and US Forces Afghanistan com-
mander, Efe news reported.

Mattis, who reached Kabul in the morn-
ing from New Delhi, had, along with the US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, discussed 
with their Indian counterparts, Nirmala 
Sitharaman and Sushma Swaraj respec-
tively, the importance of both India and the 
US in Afghanistan.

Coatzacoalcos, Sep. 7 (PTI/
AFP): Mexican authorities 
discovered at least 166 bod-
ies at a mass grave site in 
Veracruz state, prosecu-
tors said, the latest horrify-
ing find in a region hit by 
bloody drug cartel turf wars. 

Home to the city of Ver-
acruz, one of Mexico’s larg-
est ports, the eastern state 
has a history of corrupt poli-
tics and grisly power strug-
gles between rival cartels -- 
a toxic mix that has caused 
an explosion of violence.

“The remains of at 
least 166 people have been 
found” in the latest mass 
grave site discovered in Ve-
racruz, state prosecutor 
Jorge Winckler told jour-
nalists Thursday, making 
it one of the largest such 
sites so far. The grave is 
located in central Veracruz, 
but authorities are not re-
leasing the exact location 
for security reasons, he said. 
Forensic specialists are still 
working at the scene.

Winckler said investi-
gators had also found 200 
articles of clothing, 144 ID 
cards and other personal 
belongings at the site since 
exhumations began on Au-
gust 8. An informer told 
authorities that hundreds of 
people in all were buried at 
the site, the state prosecu-
tor’s office said in a state-
ment.

“Based on forensic anal-
ysis of the discoveries, it had 
been determined that these 
are clandestine burial sites 
which are at least two years 
old,” it said.

Washington, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
The US has said there is 
significant evidence that 
chemical weapons are be-
ing prepared by the Syrian 
government forces in Idlib 
city, as Russia, Iran and 
Turkey meet in Tehran for 
a crunch meeting to decide 
the fate of the region.

The warning about the 
evidence of an imminent 
chemical attack was made 
by new US envoy to Syria 
Jim Jeffrey. The US has re-
peatedly said it will not tol-
erate a chemical attack but 
has not said how it would 
respond.

According to a report 
in the Guardian, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan was pressing Russia 

to order the Syrian govern-
ment to abstain from an 
assault on the final large 
opposition enclave, saying 
it could lead to a bloodbath 
or mass displacement of 
Syrian refugees into Turkey 
or Europe. Erdogan pro-
posed a plan whereby rebel 
groups are given the chance 
to leave. He was scheduled 
to meet his Russian and Ira-
nian counterparts Vladimir 
Putin and Hassan Rouhani 
later in the day.  Although 
the three leaders will also 
discuss plans for recon-
struction, the return of refu-
gees and the fate of Kurds in 
Syria, the focus will be on 
Russia’s determination to 
oversee a capture of Idlib by 
force, the report said.

Islamabad, Sep. 7 (PTI): Succumb-
ing to pressure from the hardliners, 
the Pakistan government on Friday 
withdrew the nomination of noted 
economist Atif Mian, a member 
of the minority Ahmadi commu-
nity, from a newly-constituted eco-
nomic panel, according to media 
reports.

The move came three days 
after the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI) government defended the 
academic’s nomination to the 
Economic Advisory Council (EAC) 
led by Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
saying in categorical terms that it 
will “not bow to extremists”.

Ahmadis are designated non-
Muslims in Pakistan’s Constitution 
and their beliefs are considered 
blasphemous in most mainstream 

Islamic schools of thought. They are 
often targeted by the extremists and 
their places of worship vandalised. 

Mian, an Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology-educated 
Pakistani-American economics 
professor at the prestigious Prince-
ton University, was recently named 
member of the 18-member EAC to 
advise the government on econom-
ic policy. He is the only Pakistani to 
be considered among International 
Monetary Fund’s list of ‘Top 25 
brightest young economists’.

His appointment embroiled in 
a controversy after it was opposed 
by several individuals and groups, 
including the hardline Islamist 
party Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan 
(TLP), who objected to his Ahmadi 
faith.

Confirming the development, 
Minister of Information Fawad 
Chaudhary said the government 
has decided to withdraw the nomi-
nation of Mian from the EAC be-
cause it wants to avoid division.

“The government wants to 
move forward alongside scholars 
and all social groups, and it is inap-
propriate if a single nomination 
creates an impression to the con-
trary,” he was quoted as saying by 
the Dawn. 

Chaudhry said the ideal state, 
according to Prime Minister Khan, 
is of Madina and that the premier 
and members of his cabinet hold 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in 
high esteem. 

“Khatm-i-Nabuwwat (belief in 
the finality of the prophethood) is 

a part of our faith and the recent 
success achieved by the govern-
ment in the matter of blasphemous 
sketches is reflective of the same 
connection,” he said.

PTI Senator Faisal Javed said 
Mian has agreed to give up his po-
sition on the council and a replace-
ment will be announced later, the 
Geo TV reported. 

Earlier on Tuesday, the govern-
ment had defended Mian’s nomi-
nation, saying “Pakistan belongs as 
much to minorities as it does to the 
majority”.

“I don’t think anyone should 
have objections (to Mian’s appoint-
ment), and those who do, they are 
basically extremists and we will not 
bow to extremists,” Chaudhary had 
told a press conference here. 

Toll from Japan quake rises to 
18 as hopes fade for survivors

Myanmar govt. to refuse media phone calls after ICC ruling Two suspected Islamist group 
members shot dead in B’desh

Trump moves to extend detention period for migrant children

Brazilian presidential 
candidate stabbed at rally

Mattis meets Afghan President, 
assures long-term support

Mass grave site 
with 166 bodies 
found in Mexico

Syria preparing chemical 
attack, warns US

Pak govt. succumbs to hardliners, withdraws minority 
economist’s nomination to top advisory panel

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump speaks at a rally in Billings, Mont., Thursday, Sept. 6, 2018. 
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Miss Ao 2018 Imnanaro flanked by Satempokla and Bendangkokla, first runners-up and second 
runners-up respectively at Town Hall in Mokokchung on Sep. 7.

Rolling Stones frontman Mick Jagger has joined actors Claes Bang and Elizabeth Debicki in director 
Giuseppe Capotondis thriller “The Burnt Orange Heresy”. Jagger will portray an English art dealer-
collector and patron of Jerome Debney, the reclusive J.D. Salinger of the art world, reports pagesix.
com. Set in present-day Italy, “The Burnt Orange Heresy” centers on an art world scam that goes 
terribly wrong. Bang plays an art critic who begins a romance with an American tourist, portrayed 
by Debicki. The new lovers travel to the lavish Lake Como estate that’s the home of Jagger’s char-
acter, who offers a seductive deal: in exchange for a career-transformative introduction to Debney, 
he must steal a new masterpiece from the artist’s studio. “The Burnt Orange Heresy” is adapted by 
Scott B. Smith from the novel by Charles Willeford. Jagger previously starred in the 2001 film “The 
Man From Elysian Fields” and also appeared in the 2008 movie “The Bank Job”. (IANS)

Mick Jagger joins cast of heist thriller

B
urt Reynolds, 
the mous-
tachioed 
megastar who 
first strutted 

on screen more than half 
a century ago, has died, 
according to his agent. He 
was 82.

The Michigan native, 
whose easy-going charms 
and handsome looks drew 

prominent roles in films 
such as “Smokey and 
the Bandit” and “Boogie 
Nights,” suffered a cardiac 
arrest on Thursday, CNN 
quoted the veteran ac-
tor’s agent Todd Eisner as 
saying. 

An iconic Hollywood 
sex symbol in front of the 
camera, Reynolds also 
tried his directorial hand 

behind it, and later earned 
a reputation for philan-
thropy after founding the 
Burt Reynolds Institute 
for Film and Theatre in 
Florida.

His roles over the years 
ranged and pivoted from 
Southern heart throb to 
tough guy to comedy, 
notably in his role as Rep. 
David Dilbeck in the 
1996 film “Striptease”, 
which flopped at the box 
office but earned him 
widespread praise for his 
comedic prowess.

But it was John 
Boorman’s 1972 thriller 
“Deliverance”, which cast 
Reynolds as outdoors-
man Lewis Medlock, that 
is widely credited for 
launching his early career.

Reynolds made an 
acting resurgence in 
recent years, appearing in 
numerous films and TV 
shows. 

He was cast in the up-
coming Quentin Taranti-
no-directed “Once Upon 
a Time in Hollywood”, 
scheduled for release next 
year.  

Reynolds had not yet 
started shooting his ap-
pearance in the film.

IANS

J
udas Priest guitarist 
Richie Faulkner says 
the band are planning 
“something special” to 
mark their 50th anniver-

sary in 2019.
Last month, frontman Rob 

Halford told Philadelphia radio 
station 93.3 WMMR Rocks! 
that discussions were taking 
place on what the band should 
do to celebrate the “incredible 
milestone.”

And while Faulkner won’t 
give too much away at this 
point, he reports that it’ll be 
“an event that the fans will re-
ally remember.”

He tells Metal Kaoz: “Obvi-

ously, I do have some idea of 
what’s being talked about, but 
it’s at the very early stages at 
the moment – and I don’t want 
to give anything away. 

 “But, as Rob said, this is 
a fantastic milestone for the 
band and, again, the fans have 
put Priest there for all this 
time. This acknowledges the 
fans more than anything, so it 
will be all about giving back to 
them – an event that the fans 
will really remember. 

Faulkner adds: “It’s in 
progress and we’re talking 
about what we want to do, but 
in true Judas Priest fashion, it’s 
going to be something every-

one will remember. 
 “We want to give back to 

the fans because they have put 
the band there for nearly 50 
years and they’re still coming 
to the shows. They still love the 
band, so it will be something 
special.”

Judas Priest are currently 
on the road across North 
America in support of their 
latest album Firepower. 

Earlier this week, it was 
confirmed that they’d be spe-
cial guests of Ozzy Osbourne 
on the UK and Ireland leg of 
his No More Tours 2 run of 
shows in early 2019.

Loudersound

H
ollywood star Anne Hatha-
way is set to be honoured 
with the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) National 
Equality Award. 

The 35-year-old actor will be given 
the prestigious honour at the 22nd an-
nual HRC National Dinner on Saturday, 
September 15, in recognition of her 
continued charity work, particularly with 
women and the LGBTQ community, 
reported Variety. 

“Through her incredible talent and 
bold activism, Anne Hathaway uses her 
global platform to stand up for the LGBTQ 
community.

‘From speaking out against discrimi-
natory legislation targeting the LGBTQ 
community to her leadership on work-
place equality for women, Anne is making 
a real difference in the lives of countless 
people around the globe,” said HRC presi-
dent Chad Griffin.

Hathaway and her husband sold their 
wedding photos and donated proceeds to 
organi- sations working to 

achieve mar-
riage equal-
ity. She also 
joined an 

HRC-led 
peti-
tion in 
2016 to 
protest a 
Georgia 

bill that 
would 

allow 
dis-
crim-
ina-

tion of 
LGBTQ individu-
als. Same year 

Hathaway was 
appointed as 
UN Women’s 
Global 
Ambassador, 

where her 
work involves 
support-
ing women’s 
equality in the 

workplace.
PTI

D
apper Dan — the venerable 
Harlem haute tailor turned 
toast of the fashion world 
— won the Harlem’s Fash-
ion Row Lifetime Maverick 

Award.
“It’s something I never expected, and 

that’s pretty obvious by the fact I never 
tried to penetrate the fashion industry,” 
Dan told Page Six of his new success, 
including a Gucci partnership. “I had ab-
solutely no connection to the structure of 
fashion, so it was something that I never 
expected. But . . . I feel great about it now 
— more so for what it does to people of 
color, for people behind me.”

Also honored at the awards were LeB-
ron James, Bethann Hardison and Jason 
Rembert.

Pagesix

A 
new feature 
documentary 
will use unseen 
archive and ac-
cess to material 

from John Lennon’s estate 
to relay the untold story 
behind his classic song 
“Imagine,” and the album 
of the same name.

“John & Yoko: Above 
Us Only Sky” has been 
commissioned by U.K. 
broadcaster Channel 4 
and will air later this year. 
Producers Eagle Rock 
have secured previously 
unheard audio including 
the first demo of “Im-
agine,” as well as never-
heard-before interviews 
with one-time Beatle Len-
non. Previously unseen 
footage will show him and 
Yoko working together in 
London.

“I feel in the big pic-
ture the fact that John and 
I met was to do this song,” 
Yoko says in her interview 

Hollywood legend 
Burt Reynolds dead

Ethnic beauty 

Judas Priest promise ‘something 
special’ for 50th anniv. celebrations

Anne Hathaway 
to receive Human 
Rights award

Dapper Dan wins 
Harlem’s Fashion Row 
Lifetime Maverick Award

John Lennon, Yoko Ono documentary 
to reveal the untold story of ‘Imagine’

3 pm, 8 pm: Paltan 
(Hindi)

11 am, 1 pm, 6 pm: 
The Nun (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

in the film.
Other voices in the docu-

mentary include David Bailey, 
the photographer who famously 
captured the couple in a 1971 
photograph that ended up on the 
cover of Vogue. John’s eldest son, 
Julian, is also part of the film.

Channel 4 said the 90-minute 
film will go beyond just “Imagine” 
and also tell the story of Yoko 
meeting John and East meet-
ing West. Emmy Award Winning 
and Oscar nominated Michael 
Epstein (“LennoNYC”) will direct 
the film.

“The message of ‘Imagine’ is 
just as powerful today as it was 
when John and Yoko wrote it 
nearly fifty years ago,” Epstein 
said. “I look at the world see it 
overcome with hate and engaged 
in wars seemingly without end, 
and I truly miss John’s voice. We 
need him now more than ever. 
And that is what we hope to do 
with ‘Above Us Only Sky,’ show 
how John and Yoko’s message of 
peace and love still matters.”

Terry Shand, CEO of Eagle 
Rock added: “With exclusive 
access to the extensive Len-
non video, audio and photo 
archive, including much previ-
ously unseen material as well as 
interviews with a wide range of 
people directly involved with the 
recording, this is an exciting op-

portunity to tell this story fully for 
the first time.”

Variety
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South Korea’s Son Heung-min kicks a penalty shot as Cost Rica’s goalkeeper Esteban Alvarado looks on 
during their friendly soccer match in Goyang, South Korea on Fri. Sep. 7.

Kevin Pietersen and Alastair Cook

Kristina Vogel won Olympic and world titles before her life-changing 
accident in June.

Kimi Raikkonen

AP/PTI

Serena Williams reacts after defeating Anastasija Sevastova, of Latvia, 
during the semifinals of the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York 
on Sep. 6.

AP/PTI

France’s Antoine Griezmann, left, and Germany’s Timo Werner challenge for the ball during the UEFA Nations 
League soccer match in Munich, Germany, on Sep. 6.

Serena storms into ninth US Open final Germany held 0-0 by France 
in Nations League opener

Junior shooters deliver 2 gold, 1 silver 
for India at world championships

Fans urge Ferrari to keep 
Raikkonen as decision awaited

N Kenguruse 
memorial trophy 
from September  10

Olympic champion Vogel paralysed after crash

Son misses penalty, South Korea still beats Costa Rica 2-0

Cook hopes time can mend relationship with Pietersen

Osaka downs Keys; becomes first 
Japanese woman to play a Grand 

Slam final

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The fourth edition of the 
state level football tournament in memory of “Capt 
(late) N Kenguruse, MVC” will be conducted from 
Sep. 10 till the 22nd, stated a press note received 
here on Friday.

Captain (late) N Kenguruse, MVC from Nehrima 
village, Kohima, attained martyrdom on June 28, 
1999 during the Kargil War. 

A curtain raiser for the tournament was organ-
ised at the RCEMPA, Jotsoma on Fri. Sep. 7 with the 
aim to give the occasion the respect it deserves, 
besides wide coverage. 

Following the unveiling of the trophy, 24 team 
captains drew lots for a place in respective pools 
and matches. To give an all Nagaland profile and to 
ensure widespread popularity two teams per district 
are participating, in addition to DGP team and a 
team each from 164 Naga TA (Home and Hearth) 
and HQ IGAR (N).

London, Sep. 7 (Reuters): 
Retiring England batsman 
Alastair Cook hopes that 
his strained relationship 
with former team mate 
Kevin Pietersen can im-
prove over time even 
though the pair have not 
spoken in four years.

South Afr ica-born 
Pietersen was sacked by 
England in 2014 after the 
ill-fated Ashes tour in Aus-
tralia, during which the 
maverick batsman was ac-
cused of being disengaged 
from the team as the tour-
ists crashed to a 5-0 defeat.

“I haven’t spoken to 
him since that day but I 
think time is a great healer,” 
Cook told BBC Radio’s test 
match special.

“We spent a lot of time 
together and created some 
amazing memories. The 
thing is, we never fell out. 
Since then, the internet has 
fallen out for us.

“As two blokes, if you 
take cricket out of it, we 
have never fallen out. He 
will have a different opin-
ion, I’m sure,” he added of 

Changwon (South Korea), 
Sep. 7 (PTI): There was no 
stopping the golden run of 
India’s junior shooters with 
Hriday Hazarika claiming 
the 10m air rifle top hon-
ours before the women’s 
team combined for a new 
world record and gold at the 
ISSF World Championships 
here Friday.

Elavenil Valarivan also 
won the individual silver in 
women’s 10m air rifle, going 
down narrowly to China’s 
double senior World Cup 
gold-medallist Shi Meng-
yao, in the final. 

Elavenil shot 249.8 to 
Shi’s 250.5. The 17-year old 
Shreya Agrawal won the 
bronze with an effort of 
228.4 in the final. This is the 
tournament’s 52nd edition.

Four podium finishes 
on the sixth day of competi-
tion took India’s tally to 18, 
their best-ever showing in 
the International Shooting 
Sport Federation’s (ISSF) 

premier tournament. The 
country’s previous best was 
the six medals won during 
the 49th edition in Zagreb, 
Croatia.

Hazarika, the lone In-
dian to qualify for the men’s 
final with a score of 627.3, 
was tied with Iran’s Mo-
hammed Amir Nekounam 
on 250.1 once the field was 
pruned to the regulation 
top eight.

But the 17-year-old In-
dian clinched the yellow 
metal after prevailing in a 
shoot-off at the prestigious 
tournament.

The bronze went to 
Russia’s Grigorii Shamakov, 
who managed a score of 
228.6 in the final.

As the individual shots 
began, Hazarika strung to-
gether a fantastic series of 
high 10s and by the end of 
the 20th shot, he was lead-
ing the field by 0.5. 

He held on to the lead 
till the 22nd shot from Nek-

ounam. Then a 9.4 for his 
23rd shot meant that at the 
end of the allotted 24 shots, 
both Hazarika and Nekou-
nam found themselves tied 
at 250.1 points each.

In the shoot-off, Haz-
arika had the last laugh with 
a 10.3 to the Iranian’s 10.2.

In the women’s 10m 
air rifle, the team of Elave-
nil (631), Shreya Agarwal 
(628.5) and Manini Kaushik 
(621.2) then produced a 
sensational performance to 
total 1880.7 for a gold with a 
world record to boot.

The score by Elavenil, 
a junior world cup gold-
medallist, was also a new 
junior world record. 

The men’s team, com-
prising Hazarika, Divyansh 
Panwar and Arjun Babuta, 
finished fourth with a com-
bined total of 1872.3. 

There was disappoint-
ment for the country in 
the senior men’s 50m rifle 
three position competition 

as none of the Indians in 
fray managed to make the 
cut for the finals.

Asian Games silver-
medallist Sanjeev Rajput 
was the lowest placed In-
dian at 58th with a score 
of 1158.

Swapnil Kusale was 
55th with a score of 1161 
while Akhil Sheoran took 
the 44th position with 
1167. 

The Indian team, com-
prising the trio, ended 11th 
with a total of 3503.

In women’s 25m pistol, 
teenager Manu Bhaker was 
the best-placed Indian af-
ter the first precision stage 
of qualification, shooting 
an impressive 294 out of 
300 to be among the joint 
top four scores. 

Asian Games cham-
pion Rahi Sarnobat was 
lying 27th with 289 while 
Asiad bronze medallist 
Heena Sidhu shot 284 to be 
in 61st position.

New York, Sep. 7 (AFP): Six-
time champion Serena Wil-
liams roared into her ninth 
US Open final on Thursday 
with an emphatic 6-3, 6-0 
victory over Anastasija Sev-
astova.

Williams, seeded 17th 
as she seeks to add to her 
23 Grand Slam titles for the 
first time since the birth of 
her daughter Olympia on 
September 1 of last year, 
needed just 66 minutes to 
dispatch the 19th-seeded 
Latvian, who was playing 
in her first Grand Slam 
semi-final.

“It’s honestly really in-
credible,” she said of reach-
ing a second Grand Slam 
final of the year, after a 
runner-up finish at Wim-
bledon.

“A year ago I was fight-
ing for my life in the hos-
pital after I had the baby,” 
added Williams, who bat-
tled life threatening blood 
clots after a difficult de-
livery.

“Every time I step out 
on this court I’m so grateful 
that I have the opportunity 
to play this sport.

“To come this far so 
fast .... I’m really looking 
forward to the possibilities.

Williams will face either 
2017 runner-up Madison 
Keys, the 14th seed, or Ja-
pan’s Naomi Osaka for the 
title on Saturday.

Osaka, the 20th seed, is 
also in a first Slam semi-fi-

London, Sep. 7 (Reuters): 
More than 20,000 Kimi Rai-
kkonen fans have signed 
an online petition urging 
Ferrari to keep the Finnish 
Formula One driver for 
another year rather than 
replace him with rookie 
Charles Leclerc.

T h e  p e t i t i o n ,  o n 
change.org, argued that re-
placing the 38-year-old was 
“not justifiable” and that 
the team needed him to 
keep the balance alongside 
four times world champion 
Sebastian Vettel.

“Kimi has also outper-
formed Vettel a number of 
times proving he is back on 
form and his drive in Mon-
za just adds more credibil-
ity to that,” argued petition 
organiser Christy John.

The petition is highly 
unlikely to have any in-
fluence on matters, with 
Ferrari widely assumed to 
have already made their 
decision to replace the 2007 
world champion with their 
20-year-old Monegasque 
protege who debuted for 
Sauber this season.

An announcement to 
that effect is expected soon 
in Formula One circles, 
with the series heading to 
Singapore for next week’s 
race.

Raikkonen is the oldest 
driver in the sport and re-
mains the last Ferrari driver 
to have won a title and one 

Munich, Sep. 7 (IANS): Germany and World 
Cup winners France battled to a 0-0 draw 
here in the opening UEFA Nations League 
match for both teams.

Both teams were cautious in the early 
going in front of 67,000 spectators at Mu-
nich’s Allianz Arena on Thursday.

Les Bleus stuck with the defense-first 
approach that served then so well in Russia 
a few months ago, while the Germans were 
anxious to avoid the kind of blunders that 
led to their crashing out of the 2018 World 
Cup in the group stage, reports Efe news.

The first shot on goal came in the 16th 
minute, an effort by Germany’s Timo Wer-
ner from inside the box that French keeper 

Alphonse Areola handled with ease.
At the other end of the pitch, host keep-

er Manuel Neuer had to be sharp to stop 
Olivier Giroud’s header in the 34th minute.

The second half was livelier and French 
striker Antoine Griezmann created a pair 
of chances, testing Neuer with a shot from 
distance in the 64th minute before a Ger-
man surge in the final 20 minutes that saw 
Areola make a succession of impressive 
saves against Marco Reus, Mats Hummels 
and Thomas Müller.

Areola, who got the nod in Munich only 
because of injuries to starter Hugo Lloris 
and backup Steve Mandanda, was the man 
of the match.

nal -- part of a history-mak-
ing Japanese double along 
with men’s semi-finalist Kei 
Nishikori.

As in her semi-final win 
over Karolina Pliskova, Wil-
liams took a while to warm 
up, dropping her serve in 
the opening game.

But she was back on 
terms after a break for 2-2, 
giving herself a chance with 
a stinging passing shot and 

getting the break when Sev-
astova’s attempt at a drop 
shot from deep in the court 
failed to make it over the 
net.

From there Williams 
was on the attack, winning 
24 of 28 points at the net. 
After breaking again for a 
4-2 lead she produced a 
convincing hold that fea-
tured the first of her four 
aces.

Seoul (South Korea), Sep. 
7 (AP): Despite a missed 
penalty from Son Heung-
min, South Korea beat 
Costa Rica 2-0 Friday in a 
friendly.

Son hit the post with his 
penalty attempt in the 35th 
minute but Lee Jae-sung 
scored from the rebound.

Last week, Son helped 
South Korea win the Asian 
Games title. That freed him 
and his teammates from 21 
months of military service.

Nam Tae-hee also 
scored for South Korea, giv-
ing coach Paulo Bento his 

New York, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Japan’s Naomi Osaka has 
become the first Japanese 
woman ever to advance 
to the singles final of a 
Grand Slam tennis tour-
nament after winning 
6-3, 6-4 against American 
Madison Keys at the US 
Open in Flushing Mead-
ows.

Osaka will face Ser-
ena Williams in the final 
on Saturday, who earlier 
won easily over Latvian 
Anastasija Sevastova 6-3, 
6-0, reports Efe news.

O s a k a  h a d  t h e 
strength to save 13 break 
points against Keys on 
Thursday and made 20 
unforced errors against 
her opponents 32.

After the match, when 
asked how she man-
aged to save the 13 break 
points against Madison, 
Naomi said: “This is go-
ing to sound really bad, 
but I was just thinking I 
really wanted to play Ser-
ena,” and when she was 
asked why this, she said: 
“because she is Serena.”

Serving for the first set 
she opened with a 120 mph 
(193 Km/h) ace and Sevas-
tova was out of answers.

“I’ve been working hard 
on my volleys,” Williams 
said of her aggressive game 
plan. “I have won a few 
doubles championships so 
I know how to volley.

“I just usually come 
in to shake hands,” she 
quipped. “I wanted to try 
something different today 
and it worked in my favor.”

Sevastova, who beat de-
fending champion Sloane 
Stephens to reach the last 
four, was left regretting 

“some stupid games from 
me that I lost”.

“How the first set went 
it affected me in the sec-
ond a little bit,” she said. 
“I shouldn’t have gotten 
broken twice in the first set 
-- I had game points in both 
games.”

Once Williams was in 
front, Sevastova said, there 
was no stopping her.

“When she’s in front it’s 
tough to play,” she said. “I 
tried on her games, but she 
served well -- when some-
body serves 123 miles per 
hour ace there’s not much 
you can do.”

the batsman who brought 
the curtain down on his 
own playing career in 
March.

Cook, who will retire 
from international cricket 
after the fifth and final test 
against India starting on 
Friday, said that as captain, 
he was involved in the de-

cision to sack Pietersen 
but the final call was col-
lectively taken by senior 
ECB figures.

“I’d refute anyone say-
ing that I was the one that 
chucked him down the 
stairs but I was involved in 
the decision and I believed 
it was right at that time,” 

Cook added.
 “Looking back, I can 

safely say all the decisions 
I made were done for the 
best of the England cricket 
team at that time. On that 
one, there were a lot of 
other people, way above 
my head, also involved 
in it.”

of the most popular on the 
starting grid.

Nicknamed ‘The Ice-
man’ for his often glacial 
demeanour, his dour na-
ture and dislike of media 
and sponsor engagements 
has also endeared him to 
many fans who see him as a 
throwback to a bygone era.

The Finn appears to 
have softened this season, 
however, while raising his 
game on the track.

At Monza, Ferrari’s 
home track in Italy, last 
weekend he started on 
pole — after the fastest ever 
Formula One lap — and 
finished second to world 
champion Lewis Hamilton 
to record his 100th career 
podium.

Former Ferrari techni-

cal director Ross Brawn, 
who is now Formula One’s 
managing director for 
sporting matters, said he 
had noticed a change in 
the Finn.

“Since I returned to For-
mula One last year, I’ve 
noticed how Kimi has light-
ened up,” he said after Sun-
day’s race.

“It can be spotted in a 
host of little things, such as 
spending a bit more time 
signing autographs or smil-
ing for cameras that in the 
past would usually have 
only elicited a scowl.

“This year, he is certain-
ly driving better than at any 
time since he returned to 
Ferrari (in 2014) and maybe 
another chance will come 
along soon.”

first win in his first match 
as coach of the team. The 
former Portugal coach 
replaced Shin Tae-yong 
in August and is starting 
preparations for the Asian 
Cup in January.

South Korea will next 
face Chile on Tuesday in 
Suwon, just south of Seoul. 
Costa Rica will face Japan 
in Osaka on the same day.

Chile was scheduled to 
play at Japan on Friday but 
the match was canceled 
after an earthquake in the 
Asian country’s northern 
region.

Berlin, Sep. 7 (Reuters): Ger-
many’s Olympic and world 
sprint cycling champion Kris-
tina Vogel has been paralysed 
following a serious crash in 
training in June, she told a 
German magazine in an in-
terview.

“It is shit, there’s no other 
way to put it. No matter how 
you package it, I can’t walk 
anymore,” Der Spiegel quot-
ed her as saying on Friday.

“But I believe that the 
sooner you accept a new situ-
ation, the sooner you learn to 
deal with it,” she added.

Vogel suffered serious 
spinal injuries after colliding 
with another cyclist while 
training at the Cottbus Sport 
Centre Velodrome in June.

Kristina Vogel won Olym-
pic gold in the track cycling 

team sprint at London in 
2012 and individual sprint 

gold at Rio de Janeiro four 
years later.
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Players of MGHSS posing with the MDFA Inter-School Football Tournament trophy with Col. Vijay Ahlawai and MDFA officials at the 
Imkongmeren Sports Complex in Mokokchung on Fri. Sep. 7.
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Munich, Sep. 7 (AP): The 
start of Germany's post-
Mesut Ozil era showed Ger-
many is missing a player like 
Mesut Ozil.

Without the Arsenal 
midfielder on the field, 
Germany tried hard but 
ultimately failed to break 
through France's defense, 
playing out a 0-0 draw 
Thursday in the UEFA Na-
tions League.

The 29-year-old Ozil 
quit the national team in 
July after being made a 
scapegoat for Germany's 
early World Cup exit and a 
target for racist abuse.

Ozil, an attacking mid-
fielder who is not known 
for his defensive work, took 
the blame for the defend-
ing champion's first-round 
exit in Russia after losses to 
Mexico and South Korea. He 
had been dropped for the 
draw with Sweden.

The abuse started be-
fore the tournament when 
the German-born descen-
dant of Turkish immigrants 
posed for photographs with 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, then ex-
ploded after it, helped by 
incendiary statements from 
Germany team manager 
Oliver Bierhoff and German 
soccer federation president 
Reinhard Grindel.

Ozil, who finished with 
23 goals in 92 appearances 

for Germany, responded 
by saying he was German 
when the team won but an 
immigrant in defeat.

''It was a mistake to 
make Ozil a scapegoat for 
Germany's exit,'' former 
Germany striker Cacau said 
in Munich on Wednesday. 
''It should never have hap-
pened. The team played 
badly and Mesut was one of 
the best players. He tried to 
make things happen against 
South Korea, he didn't hide. 

He played the passes that he 
always does so well.''

Germany looked for 
a fresh start in UEFA's 
new competition, where 
Joachim Loew wanted more 
focus in defense.

''We have to regain the 
conviction of defending 
our own goal come hell or 
high water,'' the Germany 
coach said before the game 
against France.

Loew named Joshua 
Kimmich and Toni Kroos 

in midfield to provide cover 
for his back four, while Leon 
Goretzka was charged with 
providing impetus for the 
side going forward.

It didn't work. The inef-
fective Goretzka was taken 
off with 25 minutes remain-
ing for Ilkay Gundogan, 
another player with Turkish 
roots who posed for the 
photos with Erdogan. Gun-
dogan was also the target for 
racist abuse.

T h o u g h  G e r m a n y 

Rio de Janeiro, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Brazilian national football 
team head coach Tite has 
named Paris Saint-Germain 
star forward Neymar Jr. as 
his squad's full-time cap-
tain ahead of Friday night's 
friendly against the United 
States in New Jersey.

Neymar had previously 
served as Brazil's captain at 
the 2016 Rio Olympics but 
relinquished that responsi-
bility after the squad won 
the goal medal, reports Efe 
news.

Over the past two years, 
more than a dozen players 
have worn the captain's 

armband, with Thiago Silva, 
Miranda and Marcelo shar-
ing that duty during the 
2018 World Cup in Russia.

"It's a great honor to 
be named captain, and I'll 
do everything to fulfill that 
duty and help the team 
win," Neymar said, adding 
that he gave up that respon-
sibility two years ago due to 
the tremendous pressure he 
was under at the time.

"It's difficult for some-
one else to know all that I 
went through, not only dur-
ing the (Olympic) Games 
but all these years," he said.

Neymar appeared at a 

Mumbai, Sep. 7 (PTI): The 
St Johns Edge, a basketball 
club in Canada, Friday an-
nounced signing of Indian 
national basketball player 
Satnam Singh Bhamara for 
the upcoming season of 
NBL Canada.

Bhamara (22) said it was 
a proud moment for him to 
get a chance to play in the 
National Basketball League 
(NBL) of Canada.

"I am really excited to be 
a part of St Johns Edge.

It's a very proud mo-
ment, and I am sure this 

will encourage many others 
to pick up basketball as a 
career.

"I am very thankful to 
everyone who supported 
me and helped me become 
who I am today," said Bha-
mara.

Dough Plumb, Head 
Coach, St John's Edge, said, 
"Were excited to add Sat-
nam to our team, he brings 
a history of NBA and inter-
national playing pedigree 
to our team.

"It's remarkable to tru-
ly understand where he's 

come from and where he is 
today. This is a great signing 
not only for our organisa-
tion but for our league." 

In 2015, Singh became 
the first India born player to 
be drafted by an NBA team, 
the Dallas Mavericks' affili-
ate the Texas Legends.

He was also the first 
player to enter the NBA 
draft without playing in col-
lege or overseas since 2005.

Bhamara also repre-
sented India at the FIBA 
Asia Championship in 2011, 
2013 and 2017.

Culiacan (Mexico), Sep. 
7 (PTI/AFP): Argentine 
legend Diego Maradona 
has been hired to coach 
Mexican second-division 
football club Dorados, the 
team announced on Thurs-
day, the retired great's latest 
foray into managing.

Maradona's colorful 
career has included stints 
coaching the Argentine na-
tional team and a series of 
clubs around the world, and 
he had just started a stint 
as president of Belarus side 
Dinamo Brest last month.

But after parting ways 
with coach Francisco 
Ramirez Gamez, Dorados 
managed to convince Mara-
dona to sign up for a spell in 
Mexico.

Madrid, Sep. 7 (IANS): Record European football champi-
ons Real Madrid have announced net profits of 31.2 mil-
lion euros (approximately $36.10 million) for the 2017-18 
season.

The club published its accounts on its official website 
following a meeting of its Board of Directors on Thursday 
night, reports Xinhua news agency.

They show that without taking into account player 
transfers, the club had operating revenue of 750.9 million 
euros, which is 11.3 per cent higher than in the 
previous year.

T h a t  l e d  t o pre-tax profits of 
43.0 million euros and a net profit of 
31.2 million eu- ros once tax had 
been taken into account, leaving 
the club with a cash balance of 
190.1 million euros, which 
is 12.1 million euros higher 
than last year.

The club a l s o  a n -
nounced that it has contrib-
uted 285.4 mil- lion euros to tax 
revenues and So- cial Security and 
that the revenue fore- casts for the current 
(2018-19 season) were 752.0 million prior to the sale of as-
sets.

2017-18 was a highly successful season for Real Madrid's 
football and basketball teams, with the football team claim-
ing the Champions League title for the third successive 
season, as well as the Club World Cup and the European 
and Spanish Supercups.

Meanwhile the basketball team won the domestic Liga 
ACB and the EuroLeague, although the club highlights that 
although these successes did mean greater income, they 
also brought about "greater expenses, particularly in terms 
of bonuses to sports personnel."

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
Mayangnokcha Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School (MGHSS) are the 
champion of MDFA Inter-
School Football Tourna-
ment 2018 for the second 
time after defeating 2 NAP 
Higher Secondary School 
2-0 in the final at Imkong-
meren Sports Complex in 
Mokokchung on Fri. Sep. 7.

MGHSS notched the 
victory with the help of Im-
natoshi R Jamir registering 
two goals in the first half 
and second half.

Leading from the front, 
Imnatoshi struck the first 
goal in the 28th minute to 
give his school the early 
advantage with a perfect 
header.

Despite the setback 2 
NAP boys fought on and 
had a couple of shots on 
target, but without success. 
Unfortunately for them, all 
their attempts were denied 
by MGHSS defence line.

Midway through the 
second session, MGHSS’s 
energetic striker Imnatoshi 
again saw a perfect oppor-
tunity when a mid-fielder 

forced several good saves 
from Alphonse Areola in 
his France debut, the team 
was reliant of crosses from 
the wings and lacked the 
cutting edge that Ozil often 
provided.

Kroos, honored before 
the game as Germany's 
player of the season, played 
a fine game, but was sub-
jected to whistles from the 
home supporters when he 
failed to reward a promis-
ing run from Timo Werner 
with a ball over the French 
defense. Instead, he turned 
and played the ball back, 
perhaps a sign of Germa-
ny's new caution.

Arguably, Ozil would 
have played the ball for-
ward.

Julian Brandt inherited 
Ozil's No. 10 jersey but the 
22-year-old Bayer Leverku-
sen midfielder did not play 
against France.

Leverkusen teammate 
Kai Havertz, who earned his 
first call-up for Germany, 
also stayed on the bench, 
but the 19-year-old mid-
fielder may get a chance 
in Sunday's friendly game 
against Peru in Sinsheim.

''It's very likely that one 
or another young players 
get a chance from the be-
ginning,'' Loew said after 
the draw with France.

The search for Ozil's 
successor is on.

assisted a pass across the 
2 NAP’s defence line in the 
64th minute. He swiftly by-
passed the defenders and 
scored his second goal with 
a clinical strike.

Despite relentless at-
tempts, 2 NAP boys were 
totally denied even for the 
consolation goal by MGHSS 

boys.
Meanwhile, the closing 

ceremony was attended by 
Col. Vijay Ahlawai, Com-
manding Officer of 25 Na-
galand (I) Coy NCC, Mokok-
chung as the chief match 
patron.

This year the champion 
MGHSS walked home with 

a cash prize of INR 20000 
with trophy and certificates 
and the runners-up 2 NAP 
Higher Secondary School 
received a cash prize of INR 
10000 and certificates.

In d i v i d u a l  p r i z e s :  
Highest scorer: Moakum 
from Children School, best 
defender: Lipoktoshi from 

2 NAP Hr. Sec. School, best 
goalkeeper: Temjenyuba 
from Children School, Best 
player: Imnatoshi R Jamir 
from MGHSS.

The tournament was 
organised by MDFA under 
the aegis of DEO Mokok-
chung and co-sponsored 
by NYKS.

London, Sep. 7 (Reuters): 
Watford manager Javi 
Gracia has been named 
August’s Premier League 
manager of the month after 
guiding the club to a win-
ning start this season.

Watford recorded three 
wins out of three in August, 
beating Brighton and Hove 
Albion, Burnley and Crystal 
Palace.

Their 2-1 victory over 
Tottenham Hotspur last 
weekend ensured Gracia’s 
side are the first in the 
club’s history to record four 
straight wins at the start of a 
top-flight campaign.

“I am very pleased,” 
Gracia told the Premier 
League website. “We are en-
joying (it). You never know 
what will happen.

“Don’t look only at the 
end of the road. Try to enjoy 
day by day. Try to enjoy the 
very good atmosphere, the 
workers who are helping 
us, the supporters in all the 
games are amazing.

“I think altogether we 
can achieve very good 
things.”

It is Gracia’s first Pre-
mier League manager of the 
month award and the sec-
ond to be won by a Watford 
boss after Quique Sanchez 
Flores in December 2015.

He beat Liverpool’s Juer-
gen Klopp, Spurs’ Mauricio 
Pochettino and Chelsea 
manager Maurizio Sarri to 
the award.

Watford are one of the 
three Premier League teams 
with a 100 percent record 

this season, alongside Liv-
erpool and Chelsea.

Tottenham Hotspur 
winger Lucas Moura be-
came the first Brazilian to 
win the Premier League 
player of the month award 
since David Luiz in March 
2011.

Moura scored three 
goals for Spurs last month, 
including a double in a 3-0 
win over Manchester Unit-
ed at Old Trafford.

"Dorados of Sinaloa is 
pleased to announce Diego 
Armando Maradona is its 
new manager of the 'Big 
Fish,'" the club said in a 
statement.

"Considered by many 
to be the best footballer of 
all time, Diego was known 
in his playing career for 

Porec (Croatia), Sep. 7 
(AP): Russia has failed 
to be reinstated as a full 
member by biathlon's 
governing body amid an 
investigation into bribery 
to cover up doping cases.

The International 
Biathlon Union says its 
members voted against 
Russia's application and 
extended the provisional 
membership imposed last 

year.
IBU members also 

elected a new president 
on Friday, five months af-
ter its only previous leader 
was implicated in an Aus-
trian criminal investiga-
tion using evidence from 
Russian whistleblower 
Grigory Rodchenkov.

In a 39-12 vote, Olle 
Dahlin of Sweden won 
a four-year term against 

Baiba Broka of Latvia, who 
was seen as Russia's pre-
ferred candidate.

D a h l i n  s u c c e e d s 
Anders Besseberg, who 
stepped down with IBU 
secretary general Ni-
cole Resch when Austri-
an prosecutors alleged 
about $300,000 was paid 
in bribes to hide Russian 
doping cases from 2012-
17.

leading teams with guts 
and fight to carry them to 
successes that few believed 
possible," it said.

The club wants Mara-
dona, 57, to stay for the re-
mainder of the 2018 season 
and all of next season, Dora-
dos president Jorgealberto 
Hank Inzunza told ESPN.

"In my conversations 
with him he's been very 
excited to come coach 
here. Honestly, it was eas-
ier to convince him than I 
thought," he said, shortly 
after the club confirmed 
rumors of Maradona's hir-
ing with a video posted 
online.

"Diego, welcome to the 
Big Fish!" said a message 
accompanying the video.

news conference Thursday 
for the first time since Bra-
zil was eliminated in a 2-1 
loss to Belgium in the 2018 
World Cup quarter-finals. 
After the tournament, Ney-
mar said it was difficult to 
summon the strength to 
return to action.

"I was the target of a lot 
of criticism, and I didn't 
feel well," he said. "When 
I'm not feeling well, it's bet-
ter to keep quiet. It's bet-
ter to do my talking on the 
field. I decided to accept 
being captain because I've 
learned a lot of things and 
I'll keep learning lots more. 
This responsibility will be 
really good for me."

Tite said of Neymar's 
full-time appointment that 
"time passes and people 
grow and mature."

"All the time we've been 
with Neymar we've faced 
important situations," the 
coach said. "He's ready to 
take this next step."

Brazil will play its first 
match since the World Cup 
on Friday against the US 
in East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, followed by another 
friendly against El Salvador 
on September 11 in Lando-
ver, Maryland.

Neymar


