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EM ImagesPB Acharya and Neiphiu Rio seen here during the 32nd annual general meeting of the IRCSN, in Kohima on Thursday.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Study hard son, now that I've 
retired, the age of corruption 

is about to be over.

ENtErtaiNmENt

New Delhi, Sep. 6 (IANS): In a 
historic verdict, the Supreme 
Court on Thursday decrimi-
nalised homosexuality be-
tween consenting adults by 
declaring Section 377, the 
penal provision which crimi-
nalised gay sex, as "manifestly 
arbitrary."

In separate but unani-
mous verdicts, a five-judge 
Constitution Bench of Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra, Justice 
Rohinton Nariman, Justice 
A.M. Khanwilkar, Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud and Justice 
Indu Malhotra partially struck 
down Section 377 of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) as un-
constitutional.

The bench said it is no 
longer an offence for LGBTIQ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender/transsexual, intersex 
and queer/questioning) com-
munity to engage in consen-
sual sex between two adults 
in private.

Reading out the judg-
ment, Chief Justice Misra said 
attitudes and mentality have 
to change to accept others' 
identity and accept what they 
are, and not what they should 
be. 

"It is the constitutional 
and not social morality which 
will prevail," said the court. 

The verdict sparked cel-
ebrations in the LGBTIQ com-
munity across India even as 
the judgment was being read 
out. Many of the community 
members who had assem-
bled outside the apex court 
jumped in joy and distributed 
sweets. 

Chief Justice Misra said 
consensual sex between 
adults in a private space, 
which is not harmful to wom-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 6: As the news of the 
Supreme Court’s landmark verdict 
legalising homosexuality broke 
across the country, social media 
was flooded with celebratory ex-
pressions, news and opinions from 
LGBT supporters.  

A nongovernmental organisa-
tion based in Dimapur, the Guardi-
an Angel works for the Men Sleeping 
with Men (MSM) community. It’s di-
rector, Inatoli Chophy told Eastern 
Mirror after the SC’s verdict that the 
community was equally elated with 
the judgement. But she expressed 
apprehension that the Naga society 
may not yet be ready to accept that 
gays exist in our society.

"In the state, the MSM com-
munity are mostly marginalised 
section of the society and people 
do not accept them.  They are 
ignored although most of us have 
come across them and their battle 
because of our mentality," Chophy 
pointed out. 

'Across any society, MSM com-
munity exists whether we like it or 
not and they are part of us. Their 
existence has been in the past, 
present and will continue to exist. In 
the state, NGOs and funders need to 
advocate with the stakeholders, the 
MSM community and the church', 
Chophy said.  

However, the NGO worker 
hoped that the Naga society will 
give the community their needed 
space, and support and empower 
the community.       

Along with Guardian Angel-the 
only NGO in Nagaland working for 
the community, a number of youths 

from Nagaland reacted to the news 
that was shared in interactions with 
Eastern Mirror. 

A stylist and owner of 'Lotha.
Stephen' clothing line Stephen 
Lotha (name used with the person's 
consent) said: "There has always 
been a strong but a silent presence 
of the Lesbian Gay Bisexual and 
Transgender (LGBT) community 
in Nagaland since the past years. 
The difference is that people are 
more expressive now; many of the 
youngsters are openly expressing 
who they are because of awareness 
and great role models who they can 
relate to." 

'There is a taboo attached to 
being gay and there is a fair amount 
of people that are openly against it 
and there are people who do not 
understand what it is.  The verdict 
is historical for the community 
around the world and it is a victory 
for everyone. The impact might 
be felt lesser in Nagaland but it is 
a consolation for the community 
here as well.' 

Another person Anthony (name 
changed on request) said that, 'love 
always wins at the end. Being gay 
isn't a choice you don't wake up 
one day and go I'm going to be gay 
today. So many people don't under-
stand that love is love.' 

"We have been asked, we have 
been taught, and we must learn to 
love people. I see nothing wrong 
in loving someone. Our world can 
only be a better place if we all learn 
how to love one another without ex-
pectations and without any calcula-
tion," said another person, who is 
gay, and did not wish to be named.

Victory for gay rights: SC decriminalises homosexuality 
LGBT supporters in 
Nagaland celebrate verdict

INR 2 cr. out of 800 cr.: Governor 
‘disappointed’ at measly contribution Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Sep. 6: Even as Kerala 
limps back to normalcy after a cata-
strophic flood that killed more than 
400 people and damaged hundreds 
of houses, its Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan has expressed solidarity with 
Nagaland which is also reeling from 
floods and landslides. He has ap-
pealed to the people of the state to 
help its Northeast counterpart.

“We are a society struggling to 
overcome the perils of a huge deluge. 
Now, the Northeast state of Nagaland 
is also trapped in floods. They had 
reached out to us during our crisis. 
The Nagaland deputy chief minis-
ter had visited me in Thiruvanan-
thapuram and expressed solidarity. 
They handed over their share of as-

sistance to Kerala. We should keep 
their love in our mind. Let us help Na-
galand in overcoming their distress. 
Let us stand in unity and declare our 
solidarity with them,” wrote Vijayan 
on his Facebook page (translated 
from Malayalam).

The Nagaland government had of-
fered financial help to Kerala although 
the Northeast state itself was badly hit 
by monsoon rains that caused floods 
and landslides across the state. 

The deputy chief minister of Na-
galand, Y Patton was accompanied 
by two state legislators V Kashiho 
Sangtam, and Dr. Longriniken Ao, – 
during a visit to Kerala on behalf of 
the government of Nagaland on Aug. 
22 and the 23rd to express solidarity 
with the southern state. He donated 

INR one crore to Kerala’s Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan, as financial 
assistance for the people of Kerala.

The state’s delegation visited sev-
eral relief and medical camps during 
the visit. Patton interacted with the 
flood-affected and expressed sympa-
thy to them. 

The deputy chief minister also 
donated financial aid for immedi-
ate medical relief at all the places 
the state team visited. The places 
they visited are Aranmula at Pathan-
amthitta, Kozhencheri Church, 
Thiruvalla Model Girls High School, 
Eramallikkara at Allapuzha, Seva 
Bharatiya at Chengannur, Lohia 
Memorial High School at Venmony, 
Mar Thoma High School at Venmony, 
among others.

Reciprocity: Kerala CM urges Keralites to help Nagaland 

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
The inter-ministerial cen-
tral team (MCT)  from the 
central government visited 
landslide-affected areas in 
Kohima and Phek districts 
on Thursday. The purpose of 
their visit was to take stock 
of the damage caused by the 
monsoon rains during the 
past few weeks, according 
to a DIPR report. 

Central team 
continues assessment 
of Nagaland’s damage Our Correspondent

Kohima, Sep. 6 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Peace Centre 
(NPC) organised a thanks-
giving service in commem-
oration of the 53rd Peace 
day of ceasefire. The event 
was conducted with the 
theme 'peace,' at The Herit-
age in Kohima on Thursday.

“We are gathering here 
to remember the historic 
moment which has brought 
peace to our land in the year 
1964. We also remember 
this day to honour peace 
day” said the NPC’s Chair-
man N Theyo. 

The group’s chairman 
said that the ‘Indian state 
in due process of peace talk 
recognized the uniqueness 
of Naga history which in 
itself exhibits the desire for 
peaceful settlement.’ India 
is a great country which can 
provide freedom of speech 
and opportunity to the Naga 
people, who are engaged in 
political dialogue and the 
peace process, he said.

In this regard, the NPC 
has appealed to the people 
to strengthen its ‘political 
force for peace and pray for 
the final political settlement 
of the Naga political issue.’

“We fully support the 
policy of peace efforts of the 

state government in dealing 
with the Naga groups who 
are engaged in political dia-
logue with the government 
of India,” said the chairman.

While acknowledging 
the pioneers of the NPC, he 
said many of them were no 
more but that their concern 
and the spirit for the welfare 
of the people was alive, hav-
ing hope for the Nagas.

The NPC also appealed 
to the NSCN (K) to resume 
the ceasefire.“Nagaland 
Peace Centre is very serious 
about this situation and very 
unhappy to see that they 
are still running for their 
lives. The leaders are having 
family and their children 
are receiving education in 
colleges and universities. 
We sincerely appeal to the 
leaders to resume ceasefire 
and have understanding 
and dialogue with the gov-
ernment of India,” he said.

Further, Theyo said that 
the Nagaland Peace Centre 
was closely associated with 
the Gandhi Peace Founda-
tion at New Delhi. The aim 
of Nagaland Peace Centre is 
to uphold the spirit of peace 
and understanding and 
discourages violence and 
bloodshed.

Continued on page 5

Nagaland remembers ‘day 
peace was brought to our land’ 
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Won't pressurise Messi to 
return — AFA  |  P12

Telangana assembly dissolved, 
governor asks Rao to continue as 

caretaker chief minister | P8

LGBTIQ community people, with a rainbow flag, celebrate the Supreme Court verdict which decriminalises 
consensual gay sex in Kolkata on Thursday.
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 6 (EMN): Terming the 
‘emergency-like situation’ in Naga-
land triggered by heavy monsoon 
rains, which have led to loss of lives, 
and damage to houses as a ‘test time’ 
(sic) for the people, the governor of 
Nagaland PB Acharya has appealed 
to the people to extend help in every 
possible way.

In his presidential address at the 
32nd annual general meeting of the 
Indian Red Cross Society Nagaland 
(IRCSN) that was held at Red Cross 
Complex in Kohima, Acharya ex-
pressed disappointment that through 
the CM relief fund, the state could 
generate only a little more than INR 
2 cr. when the total required amount 
was INR 800 cr.

Acharya maintained that it was a 
time for every individual to introspect 
to exert more efforts to help people in 
distress.

The governor appreciated the 
IRCSN for rendering services to the 
community and providing emergency 
assistance within its resources. None-
theless, he said that the organisation 
needs to exert more effort at difficult 
times such as this when the state was 
reeling from emergencies.

Acharya said that the society 
should take the lead in helping the 
people and motivate others to assist. 

 “We have the capacity;we have 
rich people and achievers amongst us,” 

Acharya said, and appealed to stake-
holders and the public to extend help 
by contributing to the CM’s relief fund 
to help those who have been affected. 

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio also 
spoke during the event. He acknowl-
edged the generous donations and 
prompt services of the IRCSN in the 
service of humanity in response to 
the monsoon emergency  this year in 
various parts of the state, and outside 
the state.

The service of the society, he said, 
is especially relevant today when the 
state is facing challenges in terms of 
loss of life and damage to property 
caused by heavy rains and landslides. 

Many roads and highways, par-
ticularly in Kiphire district, have been 
damaged or blocked due to the rains. 
Rio said the government has mobilised 
all its resources to ensure roads are 
open and supply of essential com-
modities unhindered. 

He called upon the Red Cross units 
in the districts to assist the deputy 
commissioners and district disaster 
management authority to mitigate the 
crisis. They can mitigate the crisis by 
organising health camps and raising 
resources for the disaster relief aid, 
he said.

Rio opined that the society should 
be more proactive with regard to 
disaster management. He said that 
the role of the Red Cross can be there 
not only for immediate relief dur-

ing emergencies but also in disaster 
mitigation activities and rehabilitation 
programmes.

Emphasising on the need for the 
society to evaluate its past perform-
ance and to formulate a plan of action 
for the future, Rio suggested promot-
ing the Junior Red Cross units in more 
and more schools across the state to 
train young people in first aid and 
basic humanitarian services. 

“Involvement of youth enables 
them to imbibe the spirit of under-
standing and acceptance of one’s civic 
responsibilities towards fellow human 
beings, preparing them to become 
better citizens of tomorrow,” Rio said. 

To ensure that the Red Cross re-
mains vibrant and active, Rio said the 
society needs to reach out to more 
people, particularly the youths, in the 
remote areas. This can be done by 
expanding the organisation’s activities 
and making its presence felt for the 
needy and those in distress.Rio ap-
preciated the active role being played 
by the Red Cross Society in the Swachh 
Bharat Mission too. He is optimistic 
that the society would be an instru-
ment for influencing attitude change 
among the  people to help the state. 

While informing about the govern-
ment’s resolution to declare Nagaland 
“plastic free,” Rio said that the involve-
ment of the Red Cross’ members in 
banning the use of single-use plastics 
was going to be ‘very important.’

en or children, cannot be 
denied as it is a matter of 
individual choice. 

Section 377 will not apply 
to consensual same-sex acts 
between homosexuals, het-
erosexuals, lesbians, the court 
said, clarifying that sexual act 
without consent and bestiality 
will continue to be an offence 
under section 377.

"An individual has full lib-
erty over his or her body and 
his or her sexual orientation is 
a matter of one's choice," said 
the Chief Justice.

"Time to bid adieu to prej-
udicial perceptions deeply 
ingrained in social mindset. 
Time to empower LGBTIQ 
community against discrimi-
nation. They should be al-
lowed to make their choices," 
he added.

In a concurring judge-
ment, Justice Nariman said 
homosexuality is "not a men-
tal disorder or disease".

He said the LGBTIQ com-
munity has an equal right to 
live with dignity and are enti-
tled to equal protection of law. 
He directed the Centre to give 
wide publicity to this judg-
ment to remove the stigma 
attached to homosexuality.

Justice Chandrachud said 
to deny the LGBTIQ com-
munity their right to sexual 
orientation is a denial of their 
citizenship and a violation of 
their privacy.

"They cannot be pushed 
into obscurity by an oppres-
sive colonial legislation... 
Sexual minorities in India 
have lived in fear, hiding as 
second class citizens," said 

Justice Chandrachud, adding 
"the state has no business to 
intrude on such matters".

Justice Indu Malhotra said 
that history owes an apology 
to the LGBTIQ community 
for all that they have suffered 
on account of the ignorance 
of the majority about homo-
sexuality. 

"LGBTIQ people have a 
right to live unshackled from 
the shadow," she said.

The Supreme Court ver-
dict, which overruled its own 
earlier judgment, assumes 
significance as in the earlier 
round of litigation in 2013, the 
top court had reversed a Delhi 
High Court ruling decriminal-
ising homosexuality.

The Delhi High Court 
bench, headed by then Chief 
Justice A.P. Shah, had in July 

2009 legalised homosexual 
acts between consenting 
adults by overturning the 
149-year-old law — finding 
it unconstitutional and a 
hurdle in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS. 

In December 2013, a Su-
preme Court bench compris-
ing Justice G.S. Singhvi and 
Justice S.J. Mukhopadhaya 
in the Suresh Kumar Koushal 
and another vs Naz Founda-
tion and others case, had set 
aside the high court's judg-
ment and said that it was for 
the legislature to look into 
desirability of deleting sec-
tion 377 of IPC. 

The matter was subse-
quently resurrected in July 
2016, when a fresh petition 
was filed by members of the 
LGBTIQ community — danc-
er N.S. Johar, journalist Sunil 
Mehra, chef Ritu Dalmia, ho-
telier Aman Nath and busi-
ness executive Ayesha Kapur 
— which was then marked to 
the Constitution Bench by a 
Division Bench.

The reference was made 
on the basis of submission 
that it was the first time that 
individuals directly affected 
by the provision were ap-
proaching the court. 

Among the petitioners are 
a batch of current and former 
students of Indian Institutes 
of Technology. Claiming to 
represent more than 350 LG-
BTIQ alumni, students, staff 
and faculty from the IITs, 
the petitioners said that the 
existence of Section 377 had 
caused them "mental trauma 
and illnesses, such as clinical 
depression and anxiety and 
relegated some of them to 
second-class citizenship".

The team includes di-
rector in-charge of the de-
partment  of Agriculture and 
Cooperation at Kolkata, Dr. 
K Manoharan; and Anirban 
Acharyya from the minis-
try of Road Transport and 
Highway.

“The team visited the 
major landslide affected 
areas including Varü and 
Phesama landslide areas 
where reportedly around 
32 households were af-
fected and displaced due 
to landslides. After that, the 
team proceeded to Viswe-
ma, Kidima and Zuketsa 
route and inspected all the 
major landslide affected 
areas. Thereafter, the team 
proceeded to Sidzü Riv-
er bridge and inspected 
around its vicinity caused 
by artificial dam formed at 
Sidzü River due to blockage 
of massive landslide that 
occurred below RD block, 
Kikruma. While returning, 
the team also visited the 
landslide areas and crops 
damages at Mima and Kig-
wema village,” the DIPR 
reported. 

Continued on page 5



SJC Chakhesang students 
observe freshers’ day

New computer centre inaugurated at FAC

Convergence Fest  at SJC, Jakhama in Sep.

2
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Temjen Imna Along Longkumer inaugurating the new computer centre  on Sep. 6 at Fazl Ali College, Mokokchung.

Zale Neikha and others being received during the 57th Freshers’ Day cum Charity Concert of Kohima Science College Jotsoma on Sep. 6.  

 Officials of SJC Chakhesang students’ union along with the guest speaker Velu-o Shijo pose for a group photo on 
the occasion of its 32nd freshers’ day cum social gathering on September 1.

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
Chakhesang students’ un-
ion of St. Joseph’s College, 
Jakhama, organised its 
32nd freshers’ day cum so-
cial gathering on Septem-
ber 1 on the theme “Strive, 
Excel & Impact” with Velu-o 
Shijo, additional director of 
SIRD, as the guest speaker.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Velu-o Shijo en-
couraged the students by 
sharing his life experiences. 
Recalling his past life and 
making comparison with 
the present day, he called 
upon the students to take 
advantage of the facilities 
and opportunities that are 
available today and work 
tirelessly to achieve their 
goals.

“Nobody can sustain 

you but only God almighty 
can sustain you,”  the 
speaker told the students 
and reminded them to fear 
God to become successful 
individual and contribute 
towards the growth and 
progress of society.

Sharing on the im-
portance of education, he 
urged the students to be 
determined, hardworking 
and carefully utilise their 
time. He stated that no-
body could take away the 
degree or education they 
have earned. He also ad-
vised the students to care-
fully choose the profession 
they wanted to take up as 
career in life.

Pointing out the reali-
ties of life’s struggle, he ad-
vised the students to strive 

hard and excel in life.
Rukutalu Veswuh, as-

sistant professor in the de-
partment of zoology, St. 
Joseph’s College, Jakhama, 
also exhorted the students.

Chikhungo Puro, as-
sistant pastor of CBCK, 
invoked God’s blessings, 
while the welcome address 
was delivered by its presi-
dent Divito Vese. Zacusato 
Theyo, president of Kohima 
Chakhesang students’ un-
ion, greeted the gather-
ing and the vote of thanks 
was proposed by Weche-u 
Mero, union cultural sec-
retary. 

Meanwhile, the union 
has acknowledged all the 
sponsors for their generous 
donations and consistent 
support towards the union.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 6: A 
new computer Centre was 
inaugurated at Fazl Ali 
College by Temjen Imna 
Along, Minister, Higher 
and Technical Education, 
Government Of Nagaland, 
on Sept 6.

The new computer 
centre was constructed 
under the Infrastruc-
ture Grants to colleges 
scheme of the Rashtriya 
Uchchatar Shiksha Ab-
hiyan (RUSA) funded by 
the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development 
(MHRD), Department of 

Higher Education, Gov-
ernment of India and 
Government of Nagaland.

“Change cannot hap-
pen in one go but changes 
are happening and  this 
change can be seen in the  
Department of higher and 
technical education,” said 
Temjen Imna Along in his 
speech, adding that the 
RUSA project was a success 
in its first phase in the state. 

He said that the public 
should imbibe the attitude 
to selflessly serve the peo-
ple and not just fill one’s 
pocket. He expressed hap-
piness over the way Nagas 

have started working for 
the future of the people off 
late, citing the success of 
RUSA phase one project. 

“Everybody who is as-
sociated with the depart-
ment of education to come 
together and work for the 
uplifting of the department 
so that we can create indus-
trious institutions that will 
bring about premium citi-
zens of the state,” he said.

Er. Senti, PWD (Hous-
ing), Mokokchung pre-
sented the technical report 
of the construction of the 
Computer Centre at the 
event.

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): The Department 
of Bachelor of Business Administration, St. 
Joseph’s College, Jakhama, is all set to host 
the 9th Convergence fest on September 
14 and 15 at the College Indoor Stadium 
at 9:00 am.

The college said that the Fest, which 
was started in 2010  by the BBA students 
of the College, has eventually become a 
platform of nurturing innovative ideas 
and talents where students from different 

colleges come together, compete and share 
ideas on various fields, including business, 
economics, and public speaking.   

It said the convergence fest attracts a 
large number of college students within 
Nagaland, mainly from Kohima and Di-
mapur. It added that the fest aims at not 
only providing a platform for students to 
show their talents but also to refine their 
skills through feedback from a panel of 
experts. 

State BJP appoints officials

Dimapur CMO appreciates Lions Club

Awareness on disabilities held in Mkg

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
State BJP morcha presi-
dents, in consultation with 
the party president and or-
ganisation secretary, have 
appointed office bearers to 
various vacant posts with 
effect from September 4.

A press release issued 
by party general secretary, 
Kavili Achumi, stated that 

Ms Imkongtula Longchar 
has been appointed gen-
eral secretary of ST Morcha 
along with Nokham Phom 
and James Akham M as vice 
presidents and Limatemsu 
Keor as secretary.

Sunil Thakur has been 
appointed vice president 
of minority morcha, while 
Mrs N Phang –e Phom 

has been appointed as 
vice president of mahila 
morcha.

The party also appoint-
ed Akum S Walling and 
Shihwang Konyak as vice 
presidents of kisan morcha 
along with Henato Awomi 
and Mhathung Shitio as 
secretaries, and T Mirhu as 
general secretary.

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
The Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) of Dimapur dis-
trict Dr. K. Vikato Kinimi 
on Sep. 6 expressed grati-
tude to Lions Club Di-
mapur and the All Ladies 
Lion Club-Blue Vanda 
Dimapur for providing 
IEC materials for Mea-

sles-Rubella Campaign 
in the State and also for 
sponsoring the produc-
tion of a short video on 
MRV Campaign. 

Dr. Kinimi said in a 
press note that the de-
p a r t m e n t  h i g h l y  a p-
preciate and value the 
contribution provided to 

support the state Mea-
sles-Rubella Campaign. 

W h i l e  e x p r e s s i n g 
hope to support each 
other in the future en-
deavours, Kinimi said 
t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t 
looks forward to work-
ing with the club in the 
future.

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
National  Institute for 
Locomotors Disabilities 
(DIVYANGJAN), Depart-
ment of Empowerment 
of PwDs (DIYANGJAN), 
Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment, Govt. 
of India, Kolkota in col-
laboration with Care and 
Support Society, Mokokc-
hung organized an “Iden-
tification Camp for PwDs” 
at Mangkolemba town 
and at Imkongliba Me-
morial District Hospital, 
Mokokchung  Sep. 4 and 5 
respectively. The manag-
ing director of care and 
support society (C and 
SS), Imchawati Kichu, in a 
press note informed that 
the PwDs were given hear-

ing aids, treatments and 
other aids and appliances 
for locomotors.

 Meanwhile, in a seper-
ate press release, Imcha-
wati Kichu informed that 
a one-day awareness pro-
gramme on disability and 
rehabilitation at Sangtem-
la community hall on Sep-
tember 4. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, Dr. Medem, MS, 
IMDH, delivered the in-
troductory speech and 
the inaugural speech was 
delivered by M Chaitanya 
Prasad, SDO (C). Bendan-
gkokba, district welfare 
officer, spoke on the facili-
ties available for person 
with disabilities (PwDs). 

Dr. Thejaseivi, ENT 

specialist at IMDH, shared 
his views and ideas on 
PwDs health. 

After the inaugural 
programme, Aratatran 
Patra,  in-charge ORS, 
NILD, Kolkata, along with 
his team discussed on 
facilities such as ADIP 
scheme, rights of person 
with disabilities act 2016, 
government facilities on 
PwDs, early identifica-
tion and intervention, 
therapeutic intervention, 
prosthetics and orthotics 
interventions, reaching 
PwDs through outreach 
services.

Workers from Angan-
wadi and ASHA partici-
pated in the programme, 
the release stated.  

STATE

Look beyond state services, Advisor Neikha urges students EAC and AERO Pughoboto 
calls BLOS, ELC for training
EAC and AERO Pughoboto, Nuhuta Tunyi has in-
formed all BLOs and Election Literacy Club (ELC) 
members under Pughoboto that training on Election 
Literacy Club will be conducted on September 12 
from 11:00 am at the ADC Office, Pughoboto. He has 
requested all the concerned members to attend the 
training without fail. 

Bhandari departmental 
meeting held
 The departmental co-ordination meeting of Bhandari 
sub-division was held on Sep. 6 at the ADC’s confer-
ence hall, under the chairmanship of ADC Bhandari, 
Tiameren Chang. He reminded the officers to renew 
and maintain land pattas of their respective office 
sites and also submit Aug. 15 attendance list. The ADC 
also asked the Sports Committee and Model Village 
Adoption Committee to submit their reports in the 
next meeting. The house also decided to approach 
the department concerned to provide better network 
connectivity, said a statement from the department of 
Information and Public Relations.

St. Joseph Univ. to conduct 
seminar on suicide prevention 
The Department of Psychology and Counselling, St. 
Joseph University, will be conducting a one day semi-
nar on ‘Awareness about Suicide and Prevention’ on 
the occasion of the World Suicide Prevention Week on 
Sept. 7 at 1:30 pm inside its Seminar Hall. 

Revision of rates of interest 
on GPF/CPF/AISPF 
The Additional Chief Secretary and Finance Commis-
sioner, Temjen Toy has informed that the Government 
of India has recently revised the rates of interest on 
GPF/CPF/AISPF. Consequently, the Government of 
Nagaland has adhered to the new rate. A DIPR update 
has informed that the revised ‘rate of interest’ for the 
period July 1 to Aug. 31, 2018 has been fixed at 7.6% 

Tetso College to conduct 
meeting with parents on Sep. 8
The Tetso College will be conducting a meeting be-
tween the teachers and the parents of the students 
pursuing BA, BCom, and BBA from 9 am to 1 pm on 
Sep. 8 at the college premises in Dimapur. Browse the 
official website www.tetsocollege.org for more details.

KKYO general meeting on Sep. 8 
A general meeting of the Kuda Kewhimia Youth Or-
ganisation (KKYO) will be held on Sep. 8 from 10 am at 
Diphupar Angami Community Hall, Diphupar village. 
The KKYO President, Thejangulie Kire, in a press note, 
requested all the youths within the age group of 16-45 
years to attend the meeting without fail. 

Khm volleyball association to 
celebrate 13th foundation day
The Kohima District Volleyball Association, under the 
theme ‘transcending through sports,’ will be celebrat-
ing its 13th foundation day at 12 noon on Sep. 8 at LG 
Stadium in Kohima. All the members and well wishers 
of the association are invited.

NSF convenes federal assembly 
Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) informed that its 
4th federal assembly for the tenure 2017-19 has been 
scheduled on September 8 in Tumuyon Khullen 
village in Senapati district, Manipur, to be hosted 
by Maram Students’ Union. The federal assembly 
speaker, Amonbo Zeliang, stated that the session 
would begin from 10 am. He has requested all the 
federating units, sub-ordinate bodies, tribunals and 
senior leaders of NSF to attend the aforementioned 
federal assembly positively.

Hostels’ forum convenes meeting
Dimapur Town Hostels’ Welfare Forum (DTHWF) 
has convened an emergency meeting on September 
8 at 10 am in the conferences hall of Tourist Lodge, 
Dimapur. The forum’s secretary, Watisenla Jamir has 
requested all the members to come along with the 
original hostel eligibility certificate issued by higher 
and technical education and the students’ admission 
register.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Kohima, Sep 6 (EMN): Ad-
visor for Youth Resources 
and Sports, Zale Neikha, on 
Thursday called upon the 
educated youth in Naga-
land to look and think be-
yond the State services, go 
beyond the state bounda-
ries, even abroad and make 
known to the outside world 
that Nagas are second to 
none.

Addressing the 57th 
Freshers’ Social cum Char-
ity Concert of Kohima 
Science College (Autono-
mous) Jotsoma, Zale said 
the popular phrase “sur-
vival of the fittest” does not 
confine to natural selection 
alone but also covers hu-
man in today’s world.

 “We are forced to com-
pete with each other in 
order to excel over an-
other, and therefore if you 
want to become someone 
in the society one has to 
do better than their col-
leagues. Therefore, one 
should have the spirit of 

competition,” he said.
Considering the lim-

ited employment avenue 
in government sector, he 
said the students may not 

get job in the sector unless 
they are hardworking.

Nonetheless, he said 
seeking education does 
not necessarily confine to 

getting employed in gov-
ernment job but as an edu-
cated person one should 
search for their own talent, 
and once they find that 

they will not remain unem-
ployed. He also challenged 
the young minds to think 
beyond state services.

Maintaining that the 

present generation is for-
tunate to have all the fa-
cilities at their disposal to 
gain knowledge, he said 
“Technology is at your 
palm, a ‘click’ or ‘touch of 
screen’ will feed you with 
what you want to know.” 
He also cautioned them 
to utilise the facilities in 
proper manner and never 
to misuse it.

Neikha,  who is  an 
alumnus of the college, 
congratulated the freshers 
for successfully passing the 
HSSLC Examination 2018. 
He reminded them that one 
has to be serious in studies 
as everything is competi-
tive today.

 “You should not forget 
that you are studying in 
the most prestigious Gov-
ernment College in Naga-
land here at Jotsoma,” he 
told them while expressing 
hope that everyone will 
uphold the good reputa-
tion of KSCJ during their 
time.

Kohima Rotary Club new members inducted; 
promises to continue yeomen services   

 The new team of board of directors of the Kohima Rotary Club along with the PGD Chandu Agarwal in Kohima on Sept. 5.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
The 15th induction pro-
gramme of the board of di-
rectors of Rotary Club Ko-
hima, Rotary International 
District- 3240 was held at 
Japfu Hotel, Kohima, on 
Wednesday evening with 
Past District Governor 
(PGD) Chandu Agarwal as 
the installation officer.

The new team of board 
of directors of Rotary Club 
Kohima for the session 
2019-20 is led by Arepla 
Shancho as president, vice 
president - Kezhokhoto 
Savi, secretary - Richard 
Dzuvichu, joint secretary 
- Thiala Chang, and treas-
urer - Seyiekhrielie Rio.

PGD Agarwal, in his 
speech, said rotary works 
to create lasting change 
and have a responsibility 
to build upon the work of 
those before them and 
set a solid foundation for 
their successors. “We strive 
to positively impact and 
change the lives of as many 
people as possible for the 
better, people we don’t 
know people we may never 
see again,” he said.

He reminded that Rota-
ry club neither ask them to 
be extraordinary nor to be 
heroes but gives a chance 
of to become a better per-
son. “We are provided with 
an opportunity to be an 
inspiration to others”.

“We need to start by 
being an inspiration to our-
selves and to our families 
and then to our clubs and 

our district communities 
and country. It means help-
ing to build communities 
that are stronger and more 
resilient to the changes 
ahead,” said Agarwal.

Newly inducted presi-
dent Aprela Shancho said 
the new team will focus on 
the activities at the club 
level, strengthen fellow-
ship and ensure effective 

functioning of the club 
and to implement helpful 
project.

She also reminded the 
club members: “We are all 
here in Rotary because we 
had a longing to have an 
impact to make a differ-
ence in our community to 
be part of something larger 
than ourselves. Let us be 
an inspiration for our com-

munity by doing work with 
a transformation impact.”

She informed that the 
club has received proposal 
from International Ro-
tary club for water supply 
project under Dimapur 
district for hospice, while 
the district grant for reno-
vation of two schools is 
also undertaken by the 
club.
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Nagaland University improves in NIRF ranking

District consultation meeting on 
stigma and discrimination held at Phek 

Inclusivity is the way 
forward — Nagaland GB 

ANTAG 2015 Batch 
rejects office memo; 
iterates regularisation

Childline Kohima conducts 
awareness on child issues 

NU celebrates momentous 24th Foundation Day

STATE

Childline Kohima members along with the principal and participants during the awareness 
programme on child issues in Kohima.

Temjen Imna Along Longkumer, 2nd from left, along with other officials during the 24th Foundation Day celebration of Nagaland University.

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
After years of turmoil in 
the past where the highest 
seat of learning in the state 
hogged the newspapers’ 
headline for all the wrong 
reasons, Nagaland Uni-
versity seems to be slowly 
improving its reputation 
as a preimer educational 
institution in the state, if 
one has to go by the words 
of the vice-chancellor who 
presented a brief overview 
of the institution’s perform-
ance during the 24th Foun-
dation Day celebration of 
the university at Lumami 
Hq. on Sep. 6. 

A press release received 
at Eastern Mirror informed 
that the university’s 24th 
Foundation Day was cel-
ebrated at the I. Ihoshe 
Kinimi Hall, N.U., Luma-
mi with Minister for HTE, 
Imna Along Longkumer, as 
the Special Guest. 

 It informed that the 
NU Vice-chancellor, Prof. 
Pardeshi Lal, while speak-
ing at the programme, said 
that the Nagaland Univer-
sity had performed well in 
the National Institutional 
Ranking Framework (NIRF) 
conducted by MHRD hav-
ing secured 95th position 
in the NIRF 2018 (Assess-
ment Year: 2017), while in 
the NIRF 2016 (Assessment 
Year: 2015) it had got 227th 
position. 

Prof. Lal also informed 
that in research and inno-
vation category, Nagaland 
University has been placed 
in 12th position amongst 
the 40 Central Universities. 

The National Institu-
tional Ranking Framework 
(NIRF) is a methodology 
adopted by the Ministry 
of Human Resource De-
velopment (MHRD), Gov-
ernment of India, to rank 
institutions of higher edu-
cation in India. The Frame-
work was approved by the 
MHRD and launched by 
Minister of Human Re-
source Development on 29 
September 2015.  

Moreover, he said that 
apart from teaching, re-
search and innovation, 
NU was at the forefront 
in implementing the flag-
ship programmes of the 
Government of India such 
as ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat (EBSB), Unnat 
Bharat Abhiyan (UBA), Dig-
ital India, Swachch Bharat’ 
etc.

He also informed the 
audience that Nagaland 
University has signed a tri-
partite MoU with the UGC 
and MHRD, which is aimed 
at measuring the perform-
ance of the university on 
selected key parameters 
against the targets set so as 
to incentivise the improve-
ment in performance of the 

University. He also dwelt 
on the MHRD’s “17-by-17 
Action Plan” being taken 
up by the University, as well 
as on Higher Education 
Financing Agency (HEFA) 
which would now provide 
loans to the University for 
Capital Expenditure. There-
fore, the vice chancellor 
urged all stakeholders to 
stand for safeguarding the 
interest of Nagaland Uni-
versity.  While dwelling on 
the current status of the 
university, Prof. Lal said 

that there are currently 41 
departments spread across 
three permanent campuses 
and a temporary one, with 
over 3000 students and 66 
affiliated colleges under 
Nagaland University. 

 Meanwhile, the release 
also stated Minister Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer, 
during his speech, declared 
the silver jubilee theme ‘for 
a vibrant future’. 

He congratulated the 
vice-chancellor, faculty, 
staff and students; and said 

that the 24th Foundation 
Day is a momentous occa-
sion not only for Nagaland 
University but also for the 
whole state of Nagaland. 

Saying that it is a privi-
lege to have a central uni-
versity created by an Act 
of Parliament, the minis-
ter also appreciated the 
land donors for donating 
the land and added that a 
brighter future awaits for all 
because of the university. 

 He urged the gathering 
to embrace globalization 

and emulate ‘the Jews and 
the Japanese who are able 
to adapt anywhere without 
forgetting who they really 
are’.   

He hoped for the Nagas 
to penetrate India by being 
the best in the profession 
whether as doctors of en-
gineers and wished that 
by the time the university 
attains 5o years, it will have 
turned into a centre of ex-
cellence and everyone will 
look at the institution with 
pride.   Besides, while say-

ing that education indus-
try is the biggest industry 
in the world, Longkumer 
hoped that Nagaland will 
harness this industry ‘ by 
opening wide its doors’.  

The release also stated 
the programme was in-
terspersed a varieties of 
events like flag hoisting by 
the vice-chancellor; pres-
entation of the NU song by 
the boarders of Chumpo 
PG Men’s Hostel and short 
speeches by the  presidents 
of NUTA, NURSF, NUSU; 
and general secretary of 
NUNTSA. 

The programme also 
witnessed special items in 
the form of Solo, Duet, and 
Trio. A ‘Play on Gandhi’, 
which had been adjudged 
the winner in the interde-
partmental competition 
organised by the university, 
was also presented by the 
students of the botany de-
partment.   Short speech-
es were also delivered by 
Kheto Kinimi, ex-MLA and 
Spokesperson of Land Do-
nors, Lumami Village, and 
Kazheto Kinimi, Advisor, 
Labour, Employment and 
Skill Development and 
CAWD, Government of Na-
galand.

Award for Meritori-
ous Staff were given to T. 
Limayangla (UDC) and 
Phyobemo Patton (MTS). 
The Award for Cleanest 

School of Engineering & 
Technology, Nagaland 
University, celebrated 
the 24th Foundation day 
of the establishment of 
Nagaland University at 
Dimapur, Nagaland on 
Sep. 6. Prof. S. K. Shar-
ma, Dean NU-SET in his 
foundation day speech 
mentioned about how 
Nagaland University 
came into existence and 
encouraged the staff and 
students to continue 
working hard for the 
betterment of the Uni-
versity. After the formal 
program a debate on the 
topic “Can we wipe out 
corruption and bribery 
from our country?” was 
conducted. 1st prize was 
awarded to Sweta Priya, 
2nd prize to Jamilur Rah-
man and the 3rd  prize 
to Dona H Zhimo, in-
formed a press release 
from the institution. 

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): The dis-
trict consultation/follow up meet-
ing on stigma and discrimina-
tion, Children Affected by Aids 
(CABA) uptake of social protection 
schemes and legal protection was 
organised by District Aids Preven-
tion and Control Unit (DAPCU) in 
collaboration with Phek District 
Legal Services Authority (PDLSA) 
at MS conference hall, District 
Hospital Phek on Sep. 5. 

The president PNP+ Phek, 
Mese Lekro, speaking at the pro-
gramme, stressed on the issue of 
stigma and discrimination faced 
by the Person Living with HIV (PL-
HIV) such as separation and seg-
regation of PLHIV at village levels, 
excommunication of the PLHIV 
from the villages, non-acceptance 
in the society and also in the hos-
pital for check-up. 

He said that because of stigma 
and discrimination, PLHIVs are 
hesitant to go for check-up in their 
respective district and instead they 
prefer other districts hospitals in 
order to avoid stigma. Lekro also 
lamented that most of the PLHIV 
belongs to those living Below Pov-
erty Line. 

A representative from social 
welfare department highlighted 
one particular scheme among 
many  i.e. Govt. grant-in-aid to 
a registered NGO looking after 

the PLHIV. The District Child 
protection officer, Ketobu, while 
highlighting that PLHIV  in need 
of care and protection can avail 
help under ICPS, said that there 
is a scheme called sponsorship 
scheme for HIV infected child ( 
school going) Rs 1000/month.

Retainer lawyer, Mamang 
Singson, speaking on ways and 
measures to contain stigma and 
discrimination faced by the  PLHIV, 
stressed on  fundamental rights of 
a person and also appraised the 
people present that PDLSA will 
provide legal services in the form 
of availing social welfare schemes,  
complaint of stigma and discrimi-
nation etc.

Replying to a question regard-
ing excommunication of PLHIV 
from the village, the Dist. Sessions 
Judge and chairman PDLSA, N. 
Longshithung Ezung said that such 
matter could be dealt by PDLSA by 
filing an application to the home 
commissioner for revocation of 
such order of excommunication or 
by filing a writ petition in the high 
court against such order. 

He therefore encouraged the 
PLHIV present to report such 
matters to PDLSA so as to set a 
precedent to contain stigma and 
discrimination. 

Altogether 21 beneficiaries 
attended the program, informed 

a press release received on Sep. 6.  
LFA calls for church leaders in-
volvement in HIV/Aids related 
issues 
Underscoring the need for the 
involvement and participation 
of church leaders in HIV/AIDS 
related issues in the state, the Leg-
islators’ Forum on AIDS organised 
advocacy programme at United 
College of Theology and Mission 
(UCTM), Dimapur on Sep. 3 2018. 
 A press release received here on 
Sep. 6, while informing about the 
programme, said that the  State 
Consultant - LFA, Dr. Vinito L. 
Chishi highlighted the importance 
of Christian and church leaders’ 
involvement and participation in 
HIV/AIDS issues and concern in 
Nagaland.  

While encouraging the stu-
dents and the faculty members of 
the college to set an example for 
others by being an agent of change 
in responding to HIV/Aids issues, 
Chishi emphasised that theology 
must embrace ethical response 
towards People Living with HIV/
Aids and consider them like any 
other affected people without any 
discrimination. 

The release also stated that 
the other resource person, Huka-
toli from LFA highlighted on social 
concern and responsibility as an 
individual. 

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): Asserting that it 
does not want a repeat of the history of 
dividing Nagas into different groups, sec-
tions and more; the Nagaland GB Fed-
eration on Thursday called for inclusivity 
as the way forward and averred that it is 
the bounden duty of every Naga citizen 
to play the role of a mediator without any 
bias with regard to the Indo-Naga politi-
cal problem.  

The NGBF in a press note, stated that 
it is committed to peace and harmony 
of the Nagas wherever they are and con-
tinues to work for inclusive solution that 
will take everyone on board for a lasting 
peace solution to the protracted Naga 
Political problems. 

Saying that the federation has been 
appealing the NPGs to lay aside their 
differences and unite for the sake of a 
secured future, the release stated that the 
NGBF has the conviction that exclusive-
ness will be the root of further division 
and deeper misunderstanding as expe-
rienced in the past.  

“Therefore the Federation has been 
harping on inclusive solution and will 
continue to uphold the principle of 
unity. For general information, Presently 
Government of India is having political 
dialogue with 7 (seven) Naga Political 
Groups, and therefore it is the bounden 
duty of every Naga citizen to play a me-
diator role and not as bias,” the release 
stated. 

Saying that it is the bounden duty 
of every Naga citizen to play the role of 

a mediator, the federation stated that, 
likewise, it has being appealing to GOI 
to officially invite NSCN (K) and NNC 
(Adino) to the negotiation table ‘because 
inclusivity is the way forward’. 

 Meanwhile, the NGBF stated that it is 
perturbed by the joint declaration issued 
by Naga Hoho and United Naga Council 
(UNC) of Manipur on  Aug. 23 issued 
after a meeting at TNK Community Hall, 
Senapati Village. 

“It is more intimidating than rational 
and realistic approach to current Indo 
Naga political scenario.  NGBF has the 
conviction the exclusiveness will never 
bring lasting peace,” it stated while add-
ing that it is apprehensive that any exclu-
sive solution could belie all expectation. 

Saying that ‘such arrogance and 
unpalatable declaration to be imposed 
on the Nagas is unacceptable,’ the 
NGBF stated that the federation, being 
well-versed with the Naga culture and 
customary practices and village admin-
istration, takes it as the bounden duty 
of the federation to resist and reject the 
influence that is found detrimental to the 
Naga society. 

“Accordingly, NGBF has out rightly 
rejected the attempt of UNC and Naga 
Hoho as the duo tried to impose its will 
on the Nagas (Nagaland),” the federation 
informed. 

The NGBF press release was ap-
pended by its President  Shahl-
em Konyak and General Secretary,                                                                                                                      
Shikuto Zalipu.        

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): Giving an-
other twist to the endless controversy 
in the education department, the All  
Nagaland  Adhoc  teachers’  group 
-  ANATG-2015  Batch has rejected an 
office memorandum  issued by the 
state government dated Aug. 29 which 
enhanced the ‘fixed pay’ of the ad hoc 
teachers and reiterated that their sole 
demand to, and wish from, the state 
government is ‘regularisation’ of their 
service. 

A letter addressed to the princi-
pal secretary, school education by 
the ANTAG - 2015 Batch President, 
Ruguotsolie and General Secretary, 
Pekato Zhimomi stated that the 1166 
ANTAG - 2015 batch members, after 
learning that the state government 
‘has generously  decided to  enhance  
our  fixed  pay  salary to double  fixed 
pay  salary’, decided to reject the ‘Of-
fice Memorandum NO: CAB/2013 (Pt)  
dated  Kohima  the  29th  August 2018’. 

Saying that they came to know of 
the office memo only on Sep. 3, 2018, it 
stated that “the enhancement  of  fixed 
pay salary has  been enforced by the  
Government  without  any considera-
tions  of  our  sole demand  which  has  
been time  and  again made  known  to 
the  govt. ie. regularisation. 

It mentioned that, during the time 
of their agitation, the state govern-
ment ‘sadistically proposed’ them for 
the scale of pay at the meeting held in 
the Directorate  of  School  Education, 
but ‘which  was  sadly denied  by  the 
Government  of  Nagaland in the  Press 
media the next  day’. 

Saying that the government has 
granted ‘scale of pay’ to the graduate 
and primary teachers appointed w.e.f. 
1-7-2017, it asserted that ‘enhancing  
the meagre  fixed  pay salary of  GTs & 
PTs is  an  appeasement of the injustice 
to the ad hoc teachers who  have  been 
serving since  prior  to 31st  December 
2012 with a salary of INR 8400/- PM( 
GT) and INR 6700/-PM( PT)’. 

It even said that the 1166 teachers 
had appeared the ‘suitability  test for  
regularization  and  not  for  enhance-
ment of  fixed pay  salary  to double  
fixed  pay  salary or for scale  of  pay’ 
and reiterated their demand for regu-
larisation of service. 

Demanding that the same yard-
stick should  be applied to all the  em-
ployees  under  the  same  department, 
the letter stated that if those appointed 
under the same category w.e.f 1-7-
2017 were granted scale of pay, it asked 
the argued “if the later appointees 
are more justified for better salary”. 
It asserted that granting scale of pay 
to those incumbents appointed after 
1-07-2018 as discriminatory in nature 
as it clearly confirms that the teachers 
appointed prior to 31st Dec. 2012 are 
less competent in delivering the same 
quality of service to the students. 

 “In the  light  of  the  above  stated 
accounts  and facts, the  ANATG-2015  
Batch once  and  for  all rejects the 
enhancement of fixed pay salary and  
for  which  we  earnestly  appeal  our  
esteemed  authority  to  promptly  do  
the  needful,” the letter demanded. 

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): The Child-
line Kohima has conducted an 
awareness programme on child relat-
ed issues at Government Polytechnic 
Kohima on Sep. 6 in the presence of 
the principal, teachers , and students 
of the institute. A statement from the 
institution informed on Thursday. 

It stated that violence against 
children has become a harsh real-
ity in Nagaland today. Incidents 
of child exploitation, physical and 

sexual abuse were reported to have 
increased.  It has become a concern 
that requires urgent collective ac-
tion for protection of children in 
the state.

The participants pledged their 
commitment to support Childline 
and to be ambassadors for child 
protection. It further informed that  
Childline Kohima was taking up pre-
ventive measures on crime against 
children.

Hostel went to Kamnoi 
Research Scholars Men’s 
Hostel (Boys Category) 
and Yochem PG Girls Hos-
tel (Girls Category). The 
winners of the Debate on 
“Digital India” were Ilovily 
Sumi, Cecilia (Second), and 
Chivezo Chizo who were 
adjudged the 1st, 2nd and 
3rd winners respectively, 
the release added. 
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Govt. will review relationship between 
state and councils — Sangma

Supreme Court chooses 10 documents for 
NRC enrolment, seeks Centre’s response

Arunachal govt. sanctions INR 
15 lakh each for flood victims

NSCN(IM) denies involvement in assault of September 3

A day after boat tragedy, Assam yet to ascertain death toll

Dassault Systemes to set up 
innovation centre at NIT Silchar  Condemns harassment committed to student leaders and artistes

Shillong, Sep. 6 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad K Sangma 
Thursday assured chief 
executive members of 
three tribal autonomous 
councils that the govern-
ment will review the re-
lationship between the 
state and the councils.

The assurance was 
made to a delegation of 
the chief executive mem-
bers (CEM) H S Shylla of 
the Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Council, M 
B Rymbai of the Jaintia 
Hills Autonomous District 
Council and D R Marak 
of the Garo Hills Autono-
mous District Council 
who called on the chief 
minister at his office here.

“The chief minister 
has assured of a thorough 
review of the relationship 
between the state and the 
councils after the assem-
bly session,” Shylla told 
mediapersons.

Conrad Sangma

PTI

File image of Indian Army personnel carry out a search operation after a boat carrying 36 passengers 
capsized in the Brahmaputra river at Aswalakanta in Kamrup district of Assam.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1931SUD0KU 1771
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. The 13th letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet
 4. 2,000 pounds
 7. Mothers
 12. Consumed food
 13. Indicates near
 14. Past (archaic)
 15. Lunacy
 17. Capital of Morocco
 18. 007’s creator ___ Fleming
 19. Dry
 21. Prefix indicating equal
 22. Coat with plaster
 24. Jam
 25. Tribe or family
 26. Decameter (10 meters)
 27. Used in treating bruises
 29. Scuffle
 31. Labelled
 35. Felt for
 37. A fabric woven from goat and 

camel hair
 38. Son of Homer and Marge Simpson 

(television)
 41. North Atlantic fish with lean white 

flesh
 42. Embankment
 43. ___ de Janeiro Brazil
 44. Hogshead (abbrev.)
 45. Take to the limit
 46. Furious
 48. Visualize
 52. Hawaiian geese
 53. Largest US city (abbrev.)
 54. Small amount
 55. S S S
 56. Emergency Medical Services
 57. Your consciousness of your own 

identity 
 
 DOWN
 1. Member of a Mayan people
 2. The 7th letter of the Greek alphabet
 3. Means

 4. 13-19
 5. Mother of Ceres (Roman 

mythology)
 6. Japanese car
 7. Made from residue of grapes 

or apples after pressing
 8. Honorable title (Turkish)
 9. Oil company
 10. Genus of “squash bugs”
 11. _____ Hall University
 16. Apprehend 
 20. Copyread
 22. Insecticide

 23. Hawaiian fish
 24. Poor devil
 25. Taxi
 27. Caliph
 28. Villain
 30. Seaport (abbrev.)
 32. Mineral that produces 

aluminum
 33. The compass point that is 

one point north of due east
 34. Male parent
 36. Used especially in medicine 

and photography and in 

dyes
 38. Salt water
 39. Buenos _____ Argentina
 40. Sorrel horses
 42. Sack or tote
 44. Rudolph ____, war criminal
 45. Raincoats
 47. Golf ball support
 49. Abbreviation for a metric 

unit equal to 10,000 
meters

 50. Annoy constantly
 51. Nigerian ethnic group

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1770

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1930

He said the three 
council chiefs had called 

on the chief minister 
seeking release of pend-

ing shares the councils are 
yet to get from the taxes 
on minerals and forest 
produces.

“We also apprised 
the chief minister of the 
1993 High Court ruling in 
which the state has to fol-
low a 60:40 sharing of the 
taxes collected on major 
minerals in the state in 
which 60 per cent has to 
be given as shares to the 
Councils,” the KHADC 
CEM said.

As of now, the state 
pays a 25 per cent share 
on taxes it collects on 
minerals and forest pro-
duces.

The GHADC CEM in-
formed that he had taken 
up the matter of pending 
17 months salary of the 
2000 staffs at the council 
which is over Rs 80 crore.

Upon being apprised, 
the chief minister has 
assured to look into the 
matter, Marak said.

New Delhi, Sep. 6 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Wednesday 
chose 10 of the 15 suggested 
identity proof documents for 
inclusion of left-out persons 
in the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Assam and 
sought the responses of the 
Centre and other stakeholders.

A bench of Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi and Justice Rohinton 
Fali Nariman picked up the 10 
documents suggested by the 
Assam State Coordinator of 
NRC, Prateek Hajela, to deal 
with the claims of about 40 
lakh people left out of the draft 
NRC.

Justice Nariman said that 
the 10 chosen documents will 
be authentic and the other five 
can be created.

The draft NRC published in 

Assam on July 30 included the 
names of 2,89,83,677 persons 
while the names of 40,07,707 
others were missing. A total 
of 3,29,91,384 persons had 
applied for inclusion of their 
names.

The bench also refused 
to give Attorney General K.K. 
Venugopal a copy of a report 
submitted by Hajela in court in 
a sealed cover.

As the Attorney General 
repeatedly urged for supply 
to the government of a report 
copy that had 15 suggested 
documents, Justice Gogoi said: 
“The Attorney General has 
sought the report of the State 
Coordinator of NRC... at this 
stage, we are of the view that 
what we have indicated in our 
order is sufficient.”

Seeking the response of the 
Centre and other stakeholders 
on the suggested 10 docu-
ments, the court fixed Septem-
ber 19 for the next hearing.

As per the schedule, the 
filing of claims and objections 
was to commence on August 
30 but the same was extended 
on August 28 to a “later date 
from the proposed one, name-
ly August 30”.

The 10 identity proof doc-
uments include land docu-
ments, permanent residence 
certificate, life insurance policy 
of LIC, any licence/certificate 
issued by any government 
authority, documents showing 
service/employment under 
government or PSU, bank/post 
office account, birth certificate 
issued by competent author-

ity, educational certificate is-
sued by board/university and 
record/processes of judicial or 
revenue court. 

All the documents have to 
be in existence up to midnight 
of March 24, 1971.

Besides the Centre, the 
court has also sought the re-
sponse of other stakeholders 
including Assam Public Works, 
Assam Sanmilita Mahasangha, 
National Democratic Front 
of Bodoland (Progressive), 
Indigenous Tribal Peoples Fed-
eration, All Assam Bhojpuri 
Parishad, Joint Action Com-
mittee for Bangali Refugees, 
All Assam Minorities Students’ 
Union (AAMSU) and Jamait 
Ulama-i-Hind.

In its August 16 order, the 
court had asked the eight 

stakeholders to submit their 
views on the standard operat-
ing procedures prepared by 
the Centre setting out mo-
dalities for the claims and 
objections to the final draft of 
the NRC.

Hajela’s report is in pursu-
ance to the August 28 court 
directive to apprise it of the 
ramification of the Centre’s po-
sition that the people left out of 
the NRC draft be given another 
chance to establish their claim 
for inclusion in the list.

The court had asked Hajela 
to submit a “comprehensive 
report indicating the feasibil-
ity, including the time taken 
and advantages/disadvantages 
that may accrue if the aforesaid 
modification/change of legacy 
is permitted”.

Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN): 
The National Socialist 
Council of Nagalim (NSCN-
IM) has denied allegation 
that its cadres assaulted 
student leaders and some 
singers in Nungba Bazaar 
in Tamenglong district of 
Manipur. This denial was 
communicated through a 
statement that was issued 
on Sep. 5 by the organisa-
tion. 

‘The Government of 
the People’s Republic of 
Nagalim is compelled to is-
sue this clarification for the 
unfounded malicious alle-

gation made by the Meitei 
student bodies like the 
AMSU and AAMSU with 
regard to the alleged assault 
meted out to them by some 
unknown miscreants who 
claimed to be members of 
the NSCN at Nungba Ba-
zaar, Tamenglong district 
on the evening of the 3rd 
September, 2018,’ the state-
ment read. 

None of their officials 
were involved in the al-
leged harassment that was 
committed on the student 
union leaders and some 
artistes, the statement 

claimed.  The NSCN (IM) 
instead condemned the 
assault and ‘disturbances 
given to travelers in Naga 
territory’ and that it would 
‘pursue to contain such 
anti social elements with 
all vigour.’  

“Artistes or students 
are well respected in Naga 
community and the same 
respect and admiration 
are equally extended to all 
other people irrespective of 
community and borders,” 
it read. 

The organisation cau-
tioned ‘elements’ working 

to malign the NSCN and 
has advised that allegations 
against it are not leveled on 
mere speculation. 

The statement in-
formed that two miscre-
ants who were involved 
in extortion taking the 
name of the NSCN were 
‘arrested’ on Sep. 5, and 
that the two had ‘confessed 
to having looted around 20 
trucks, raising suspicion of 
their involvement in the 
unfortunate incident of 
Nungba bazaar.’  

The GPRN has ap-
pealed for harmony.

Guwahati, Sep. 6 (IANS): A day after a 
boat capsized in the Brahmaputra leaving 
two persons dead, the Assam government 
is yet to ascertain as to how many people 
died in the accident.

The National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF), a state team and the Indian 
Army have been carrying out rescue op-
erations since yesterday. They have res-
cued 15 persons from the wrecked boat 
and recovered two bodies.

Although Inland Water Transport 
(IWT) officials said there were 24 passen-
gers and ten motor cycles on board, some 
of the eyewitnesses and survivors said 
that there were more people on the boat.

“It is difficult to ascertain the total 
death toll. We have recovered two bodies 
and received reports about two missing 
persons,” Kamrup Deputy Comissioner 
Kamal Baishya told IANS on Thursday.

“There are obviously more than 24 
people on the crowded boat. The mo-
ment I boarded, I could sense that the 
condition of the boat was poor. However, 
I had to reach the other side urgently, 
so I sat with my fingers crossed,” said a 
survivor. 

“First, the boat engine stopped. The 
water current in river was high and within 
a few minutes, the choppy water pushed 
the boat downstream and it hit the con-

New Delhi, Sep. 6 (IANS): Global 
3D experience major Dassault Sys-
temes on Thursday said it signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with National Institute of 
Technology Silchar (NITS) to set up 
a “Cloud Center for Innovation” at 
the institute’s campus in Assam.

The MoU was signed at the 
“3DEXPERIENCE Forum India 
2018” here.

As part of the MoU, Dassault 
Systemes said it would host five 
knowledge centres - skill centre, 
learning centre, advanced digital in-
novation labs, outreach centre and 
national centers - at the NITS Cloud 
Center for Innovation. 

These will feature project-based 

and entrepreneurial learning ex-
perience, skill development, and 
research collaboration initiatives. 

The centre will help students 
and professionals in the field of 
advanced technology across diver-
sified industries and domains to get 
hands-on experience with the 3D 
experience platform and its industry 
solution experiences. 

“Dassault Systemes’ proven 
excellence and experience of run-
ning Innovation Centers worldwide 
as well as access to them through 
platform-based open innovation 
will prove to be a boon for some 
extensive sustainable research prac-
tices and will contribute to the de-
velopmental needs of the region and 

country,” said Professor Sivaji Ban-
dyopadhyay, Director and Chair-
man, Board of Governors, NITS. 

“From academic research to ex-
ecution of developmental projects 
in northeastern states, users can 
engage in collaborative innovation 
for design and engineering, and 
simulation with a single point of 
access in a highly secured environ-
ment,” Samson Khaou, Managing 
Director, India, Dassault Systemes, 
added. 

The NITS Cloud Center for In-
novation will also be accredited as 
an authorised certification centre 
for Dassault Systemes in the north-
eastern states of India, the company 
said.

Itanagar, Sep. 6 (PTI): The Aru-
nachal Pradesh Disaster Manage-
ment Department has sanctioned 
an amount of Rs 15 lakh each for 
victims, who lost their houses in 
the Siang river flood fury at Mebo 
sub-dvision under East Siang 
district.

The relief assistance would be 
deposited in the bank accounts of 
the victims, an official release said 
on Thursday.

Disaster Management secre-
tary Bidol Tayeng, accompanied 
by director Kanto Danggen, had 
visited the flood-affected villages 
of Mebo sub-division along with 
local MLA Lombo Tayeng on 
Wednesday.

The team visited the eroded 
river banks at Borguli, Seram, 
Namsing, Ralling and Sigar vil-
lages and interacted with the 
flood victims.

The group, however, could 

not reach some of the areas, like 
the Partung riverine island due 
to turbulent currents in the river, 
officials said.

Over 1,000 families living 
along the river bank have been 
affected at Mebo, Tayeng had 
said last week. East Siang Deputy 
Commissioner Tamiyo Tatak has 
been asked to immediately assess 
agricultural land and crop dam-
ages caused by erosion.

Construction of spurs at cru-
cial junctions has been identified 
as a solution to protect the villages 
from further damage.

Siang River has recorded a 
decline in water levels, though 
in an insignificant manner, the 
officials said.

Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
has also urged Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh to depute an 
inter-ministerial team to assess 
the damages.

crete poles under water, 
wrecking it completely,” 
the survivor said.

While he could swim 
across, he helplessly saw 
people going down.

Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal has 
already ordered an inquiry, 
which will be headed by 
Additional Chief Secretary 
Jisnu Baruah. The govern-
ment has suspended ply-
ing of mechanized coun-
try boats throughout the 
rainy season.

The mechanized boats 
are key modes of transpor-
tation in different parts of 
Assam. Although the IWT 
department is supposed 
to ensure safety meas-
ures such as life jackets 
in these boats, laxity in 
implementing these steps 
has led to many boat trag-
edies.

Assam’s BJP-led gov-
ernment, which organ-
ised a mega river festival 
Namami Brahmaputra 
last year to showcase the 
inland water transport 
potential of the state, has 
done little to upgrade the 
infrastructure.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 6th September 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-383/18/4494-95   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. I. Imtiyanger -Vrs- Shri. Imna Aier resident of Darogapathar 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 06.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. I. Imtiyanger 
Village/Block No: Darogapathar, Patta No: 368
Dag No: 233/529, Area: 00B-01K-18Ls
North: D. P. School, South: Phaity, East: Road, West: D. P. School

NOTICE

D-5928

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 6th September 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-384/18/4497-98   Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Lijanthung Lotha -Vrs- Zachamo Tungoe resident of 
—————— Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 06.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Lijanthung Lotha
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1514
Dag No: 1447/2132, Area: 00B-01K-00Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Abemo Lotha, 
East: Oponlumi, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-5930

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th September 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-380/18-382/18/4488-93       Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Lt. Col. M. P. Ao 
-Vrs-

1) Smti. Jemtiben Ao,  Area 00B-02K-16 Ls 
2) Shri. Temjenmeren,  Area 00B-02K-16 Ls 
3) Smti. Nukshinungla Ao,  Area 00B-02K-16 Ls 
Resident of Darogapathar Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/objections 
concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing on or 
before 06.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Lt. Col. M. P. Ao
Village/Block No: Darogapathar, Patta No: 123, Dag No: 74/224 
1) North: Nukshinungla, South: Main Road, 
East: Temjen Meren, West: Meren Ao
2) North: Nukshinungla, South: Main Road, 
East: App. Road, West: Jemjiben
3) North: App. Road, South: TemjenMeren, 
East: App. Road, West: Meren Ao

NOTICE

D-5929

I INDER CHAND RATHI resident 
of J P ENTERPRISE,M P ROAD, 
HAZI PARK, Dimapur hereby 
declare that I have changed 
my name from INDAR CHAND 
RATHI to INDER CHAND RATHI 
vide Affidavit No.1/2018.
•	 That INDER CHAND RATHI 

& INDAR CHAND RATHI is of 
one and the same person.

•	 That	 henceforth	 I	 will	 be	
using	 my	 new	 name	 as	
INDER CHAND RATHI in all 
records and transaction.

D-5925

CHANGE OF NAME

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 06th September 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-1/90-D/      /Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Sentila Jamir resident of Dimapur 
who	has	applied	 for	 issue	of	mortgage	clearance	
concerning to Patta No.1327, Dag No.1385/1423 
measuring an area 00-0-18 ½ located at Block No/
Village.05, Mouza No.02	which	 has	 been	 located	
mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may	 be	 submitted	 in	written	 in	 the	 Court	 of	 the	
undersigned on or before 13.09.18.

NOTICE

D-5926

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER: 

DIMAPUR NAGALAND

  Dated, Dimapur, the       th Sept’ 2018
Ph: 03862-248530: Fax- 03862-248050         email: Sushilkrpatel@Yahoo.co.in   

Sd/-(SUSHIL KUMAR PATEL) IAS 
Deputy Commissioner 

Dimapur: Nagaland 

No-REV-67/DFM/ 17-D/   /Notice is hereby 
given that Shri Anil Kumar Sethi and 3(three) others resident 
of Kalibari Road, Dimapur, has applied Deletion of Name from 
a joint patta, namely 1. Sunil Kumar Sethi & 2. Vikash Kumar 
Sethi, covered by Patta No-160, Dag No-147, measuring an 
area 00B-00K-16 Ls, situated at Block No 06, Mouza No-1. 

The said land is bounded as under:-
North: Road, South: Road, 
West: Raj Kumar Jain, East: Suresh Kumar Jain 
Therefore, any claims/objection concerning to the said 

matter may be submitted to this office in writing on or before 
06.10.2018.  

NOTICE

D-5931

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri. I. D. Lungbuibou Calvin, aged about 33 years, S/o. I.D. Gambui, Resident of H. No.497, 
UNB, Block-B, Burma Camp, Old Khatkati Road, Dist. - Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly 
affirm and declare as under:-
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India. 
2. That, my correct official name is “I.D. Lungbuibou Calvin”, but due to inadvertence my 

name is entered and recorded as “I.D.Lungbuibou” in my academic records of HSLC.
3. That, the initial “I” in my name, stands for “Ijiubota” and the initial “D” stands for “Daimai”, 

as such my full name should be read and construed as “Ijiubota Daimai Lungbuibou 
Calvin”. 

4. That, “I.D. Lungbuibou Calvin”, “I.D. Lungbuibou” and “Ijiubota Daimai Lungbuibou 
Calvin” are the names of one and the same person , i.e. , my name only.

5. That, I have sworn this affidavit to declare my correct official name as “I.D. Lungbuibou 
Calvin” and I shall use the same in all my future                                   correspondences and 
records.

6.  That the contents of this affidavit from para (1) to (5) are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed therein. 

And I have signed this affidavit on this 14th day of June’ 2018 at Dimapur, Nagaland. 
Deponent

Sworn before me by the deponent
Notary Public D-5927

Registration No.932/2018    Date: 14.06.2018

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smti. S NIVILI JIMO (Maiden name) NIVILI SHOHE (Marital name) D/o, W/o Shri/
Late KUPUTO SHOHE residing at Upper Agri. colony Kohima, Nagaland do hereby 
solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:

1. That I am the citizen of India by birth.
2. That my maiden name is S NIVILI JIMO and my marital name is NIVILI SHOHE 

as such in some of my important documents my name has been recorded as 
S NIVILI JIMO and in some other documents recorded as NIVILI SHOHE and 
in some documents recorded as NIVILI JIMO hence, the above stated name 
represents the same person having single identity i.e. myself.

3. That henceforth my name will be NIVILI SHOHE for all official references.
4. That the above statement in this affidavit is correct and true and to the best of my 

knowledge and no material facts has been suppressed herein.
And I sign this affidavit on 6th Sept. 2018 at Kohima, Nagaland.

Deponent
Solemnly declares before me by the above named deponents on 6/9/18 at Kohima, 
Nagaland
Notary Public/Magistrate K-1850

Regd.No: 7186/18    (Declaration of maiden and marital name)    Date: 06/09/18

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS

IPR CITADEL, NEW CAPITAL COMPLEX
NAGALAND KOHIMA

NO. DIPR/PD-05/2018   Dated Kohima, the 6th Sept. 2018

Expression of Interest for Production of Documentaries.

The	 Department	 of	 Information	 &	 Public	 Relations,	 Nagaland	
proposes	 to	produce	documentaries	with	a	 view	 to	document	
and highlight some contemporary economic, social and cultural 
conditions	of	Naga	state	and	society.	The	documentaries	will	be	
telecast across the State through various media.

Expression of Interest (EOI) in this regard is hereby invited from 
interested agencies and production houses, having experience 
in production of high quality video documentaries.

Details	of	the	Terms	and	Conditions	may	be	collected	from	the	
Directorate	of	 Information	&	Public	Relations,	 IPR	Citadel,	New	
Capital	Complex,	Kohima,	Nagaland	within	7	days	from	the	date	
of publication of this notice.

Sd/-LIMAWATI AO
Director

Information & Public Relations
Nagaland: Kohima

Issued by DIPRKG-2788

Raffle Draw Results
1st Prize – 10981
2nd Prize - 10395
3rd Prize – 10979
Consolation Prize
10170, 10986, 10301, 10086, 10353, 
10365, 10439, 10817, 10810, 10545 

Pangerchiba Memorial School 
Longchem: Mokokchung

DP-451

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

NAGALAND: : KOHIMA.
NO. PHQ(B-I)l/C-Recruitment/2015/2192 Dated Kohima, the 06th September, 2018.

CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM
In partial modification to this Office Advertisement of even number dated 09/08/2017, 
the	following	corrigendum/	addendum	is	hereby	mention	below:-
1.	 6	(six)	posts	of	ABSI	(GD)	advertised	for	direct	recruitment	is	hereby	withdrawn	as	the	

post are to be filled up by promotion.
2. As against 5(five) post of ASI (GD) advertised, the same is enhanced to 11 (eleven) 

posts of ASI.    (T. JOHN LONGKUMER) IPS
Director General of Police

Nagaland, KohimaKG-2789
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Launching two models, Caterpillar 
targets the excavator market
Chennai, Sep. 6 (IANS): 
Global construction 
equipment major Cater-
pillar in order to gain a 
sizeable share in the grow-
ing excavator market has 
launched two new mod-
els in the 20-ton capacity 
category, said a senior of-
ficial.

Nearly 70-80 per cent 
of the market is dominat-
ed by the 20-ton machines 
and the industry is ex-
pected to sell about 25,000 
units this year, Gurman 
Reen, Director Sales and 

Marketing, Global Con-
struction and Infrastruc-
ture- Caterpillar India said 
on Thursday.

He said out of the two 
new excavators launched, 
one has a 20-ton capacity 
and the other 23-ton.

According to John A 
Fallows, Managing Direc-
tor, Asia Pacific, Global 
Construction and Infra-
structure, Caterpillar Asia 
Pte Ltd, Indian construc-
tion industry market 
is second largest in the 
world after China.

He said the market is 
growing.

According to him, ex-
ports of some off-highway 
vehicles are being made 
from India.

Queried about the 
market for dumpers/
off-highway trucks 
H.Jayaram, Managing Di-
rector and CEO, GMMCO 
Ltd said these heavy ve-
hicles are mainly used in 
mines and quarries. 

He said some tenders 
for such vehicles are un-
der process by the buyers.

Value buying breaks equity 
indices’ six-day losing streak
Mumbai, Sep. 6 (IANS): A last 
hour spurt of value buying 
aided the key Indian equity 
indices to snap a six-day los-
ing streak during a largely 
volatile trade session on 
Thursday.

According to market ob-
servers, a healthy pick-up in 
healthcare, oil and gas and 
banking stocks also lifted in-
vestors’ sentiments.

Earlier in the day’s trade, 
the downward spiral in the 
Indian rupee’s value against 
the US dollar had subdued 
both the key indices. The In-
dian currency had breached 
the 72 per dollar mark for 
the first time. Index-wise, 
the Nifty50 on the National 
Stock Exchange closed at 
11,536.90 points, higher by 
59.95 points or 0.52 per cent 
from its previous close of 
11,476.95 points. 

The benchmark S&P BSE 
Sensex, which had opened 
at 38,161.85 points, closed 
at 38,242.81 points, higher 
by 224.50 points or 0.59 
per cent from the previous 
close of 38,018.31 points. It 
touched an intra-day high of 
38,320.96 points and a low of 
37,912.50 points.

“Broad market indices 
like the BSE Mid Cap and 

Small Cap indices gained 
less, thereby underperform-
ing the main indices. Market 
breadth was positive on the 
BSE/NSE.

Geojit Financial Services’ 
Head of Research Vinod Nair 
said: “After six consecutive 
days of fall on account of 
global trade tensions and 
weakening currencies, mar-
ket showed a recovery to-
day helped by rally in index 
heavy weights.” “However, 
caution prevails in the mar-
ket due to weakening rupee 
which touched a fresh low of 
72 today against USD, high 
crude levels and escalating 
US-China trade tensions 
which may cause a slow-
down in inflow to emerging 
markets. Pharma outper-
formed due to rupee depre-
ciation.”

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee settled at 
a record closing low of 71.99 
against the US dollar, weaker 
by 24 paise than its previous 
close of 71.75 per greenback.

Investment-wise, provi-
sional data with exchanges 
showed that foreign institu-
tional investors sold scrips 
worth Rs 455 crore and do-
mestic institutional inves-
tors bought stocks worth Rs 

611.98 crore.
Sector-wise, only the S&P 

BSE healthcare index gained 
347.81 points, followed by 
oil and gas index which rose 
168.24 points and the bank-
ing index that edged-higher 
by 111.85 points.

In contrast, the S&P BSE 
consumer durables index 
declined by 26.60 points, 
the consumer discretionary 
goods and services index 
fell by 6.38 and Teck (tech-
nology, entertainment and 
media) index ended 6.05 
points lower than its previ-
ous close.

The top gainers at the 
Sensex were Reliance Indus-
tries up 2.80 per cent at Rs 
1,260.15; Power Grid up 2.21 
per cent at Rs 199.20; Coal 
India, up 2.05 per cent at Rs 
283.20; Sun Pharma, up 2 per 
cent at Rs 676.65; and Kotak 
Bank, up 1.76 per cent at Rs 
1,260.35. 

The majors losers were 
Yes Bank, down 1.42 per cent 
at Rs 339; Maruti Suzuki, 
down 1.33 per cent at Rs 
8,772.30; ICICI Bank, down 
0.45 per cent at Rs 328.45; 
Infosys down 0.25 per cent 
at Rs 727.95 per share and 
Asian Paints, down 0.20 per 
cent at 1,314.65.

BUSINESS / STATE

Rupee tumbles for 7th day; breaches 
72-mark on global headwinds
Mumbai, Sep. 6 (PTI): The ru-
pee’s woeful run continued for 
the seventh straight session 
Thursday as worries on macr-
oeconomic economic front and 
rout in emerging market curren-
cies pulled the Indian unit below 
the historic 72-level for the first 
time ever. 

The domestic currency 
plunged to 72.11 to the dollar at 
one point during the day’s trade 
before closing at 71.99, showing a 
steep 24 paise fall.

The rupee has been under 
immense pressure due to a host 
of reasons including soaring 
crude oil prices, sustained for-
eign fund outflows and widen-
ing current account deficit. Be-
sides, escalation in global trade 
war tiff too weighed on senti-
ments. 

But primarily it was weakness 
in emerging market currencies 
overseas which boosted the dol-
lar, resulting in a duress for the 
domestic currency.

“Markets are expecting some 
support from policy makers in 
terms of a separate window for 
OMCs and more relaxation on 
buyers credit and ECB guide-
lines. RBI intervened at various 
levels but was not very effective 
to contain the (rupee) move-
ment,” Sajal Gupta, Head Forex 

and Rates, Edelweiss Securities 
Ltd, said.

After a positive start in early 
trade, the beleaguered rupee 
crumbled to breach the 72-mark 
for the first time ever. It had 
opened higher by 13 paise at 
71.62 per dollar.

The domestic currency has 
been caught in a free fall for last 
few sessions against the back-
drop of surging global oil prices 
and consistent widening of trade 
deficit.

However, RBI’s intervention 
operations to contain volatility in 
the forex market remained elu-
sive.

The Indian rupee continues 
to be worst performer among 
Asian currencies, having weak-
ened by almost 13 per cent since 
the beginning of the year.

The domestic currency has 
been under immense pressure 
ever since international crude 
prices crossed the significant 
USD 70 per barrel mark.

Adding to pressure point, 
the 10-year G-Sec yield main-
tained its steady uptrend on fear 
of more rate hikes and touched 
multi-year high of 8.06 per cent.

International oil price, which 
is rallying on the back of geo-po-
litical tensions and supply woes, 
may continue to remain a near-

term concern for India’s trade 
balance, leading to further ero-
sion in the rupee value.

India’s current account defi-
cit (CAD) has been deteriorating 
since the last fiscal.

The brewing crisis has seen 
in a number of emerging market 
currencies -- mostly with deep 
current account deficits have 
taken a severe hammering in the 
recent wave of fear selling.

In contrast, domestic bourses 
staged a spirited recovery amid 
fears of broader contagion from 
the sell-offs.

Crude prices recouped over-
night losses, driven by a weaker 
dollar and evidence of strong US 
fuel demand, though demand 
prospects remain clouded by the 
turmoil engulfing emerging mar-
kets and an escalation in the US 
trade dispute with China.

Benchmark Brent crude oil is 
trading at USD 77.46 a barrel in 
early Asian trade.

The Indian unit opened 
higher at 71.62 against the last 
close of 71.75 at the inter-bank 
foreign exchange (forex) market 
on bouts of dollar selling by state-
run banks.

But, it immediately retreated 
to break multiple days of a record 
low.

The local unit hit a fresh 

intra-day low of 72.11 in mid af-
ternoon deals, before ending the 
day at 71.99.

The Financial Benchmarks 
India private limited (FBIL), 
meanwhile, fixed the reference 
rate for the dollar at 71.9214 and 
for the euro at 83.6005.

In the cross-currency trade, 
the rupee tumbled against the 
pound sterling to end at 93.08 per 
pound from 91.95 and dropped 
against the euro to finish at 83.70 
as compared to 83.12 yesterday.

It also fell back against the 
Japanese yen to close at 64.69 per 
100 yens from 64.29.

Globally, the US dollar was 
steady against major trading cur-
rency baskets as concerns over 
global trade tensions and recent 
turmoil in emerging markets 
supported safe haven demand 
for the greenback.

Against a basket of other cur-
rencies, the dollar index is down 
at 94.96.

In forward market today, pre-
mium for dollar declined owing 
to mild receiving from exporters.

The benchmark six-month 
forward premium payable in 
January 2019 eased to 122-124 
paise from 123-125 paise and 
the far-forward July contract also 
softened to 275.50-277.50 paise 
from 276-278 paise.

Fuel prices resume breaking records
New Delhi, Sep. 6 (IANS): Fuel 
prices, after a day’s halt, resumed 
its northward march on Thursday 
with petrol being sold at Rs 79.51 
per litre and diesel at Rs 71.55 per 
litre in the national capital break-
ing all previous record highs.

The petrol price surged by 20 
paise from Rs 79.31 and the hike 
in diesel price was of 21 paise from 
Rs 71.34 per litre, according to the 
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC). Fuel 
prices had risen consecutively for 

10 days till Tuesday.
The surge in fuel prices is large-

ly attributed to the rise in crude oil 
prices and high excise duty in the 
country. The recent slump in the 
rupee has also lifted the import 
cost of crude oil, subsequently af-
fecting the fuel prices.

In Mumbai, the petrol price 
rose by 19 paise to Rs 86.91 per li-
tre and diesel price shot up by 22 
paise to Rs 75.96 per litre. In two 
other metropolitan cities of Chen-

nai and Kolkata, the hike in fuel 
prices has been between 19 and 22 
paise.

While petrol price went up 
by 21 paise to Rs 82.62 per litre in 
Chennai, it was up by 19 paise to Rs 
82.41 a litre in Kolkata. Diesel price 
in Chennai went up by 22 paise to 
Rs 75.61 a litre and in Kolkata, it 
rose by 21 paise to Rs 74.40 a litre.

On Wednesday, Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley said that there 
was no need for a “knee jerk” reac-

tion to the rising prices of global 
crude oil. “These are not situations 
which merit knee-jerk and panic 
reaction. There is no straight-line 
movement in global oil prices,” 
Jaitley said and added that crude 
oil prices edged higher in April and 
May whereas they calmed down 
in June and July. The rise in global 
crude oil prices pushes the domes-
tic cost of petrol and diesel higher 
as the country is a net importer of 
crude oil.

Nagaland remembers...
Members of the Nagaland Baptist 

Church Council also feel that ‘we must 
ensure that never again will there be 
such horrible sufferings; with that ob-
jective in view, Nagaland Peace Centre 
was established with a view to find 
ways and means to avert violence and 
bloodshed,’ he stated.

In his short address, Rev. V K Nuh 
said that those born after 1964 will 
not understand the hardships the 
older generation had to gone through. 
“The young Nagas have not seen the 

bloodshed; the tears, your father and 
forefathers have suffered,” he said and 
asked the people to ‘remain indebted 
to those who worked hard to restore 
peace’ in the state.

The NPC, founded by socialist 
leader Jayaprakash Narayan and oth-
ers, was instrumental in the signing 
of the ceasefire agreement between 
the Centre and the then underground 
Nagaland Federal Government on 
September 6, 1964. The day is now ob-
served as Peace Day.

Central team continues...
A separate report from the DIPR 

informed the team visited and as-
sessed damaged areas and affected 
houses in Kohima town also. The 
team comprised K B Singh, joint 
secretary  of the MHA; RB Kaul, 
consultant at the department of Ex-
penditure; and  Chahat Singh, of the 
department of Rural Development.

Likewise, the team visited and as-
sessed damage at Keziekie, KMC sol-
id waste management site at Lerie; 
Para Medical colony; Daklane; old 
KMC garbage dumping site; NH-29; 
Naga Hospital; Soul Harvest Church, 
Pezielietsie; Perizie, Sanuorü, Nh-
achükhu and Keyakie, the updates 
stated.
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Welcome 
Rainbow: Accept 
Them As They Are 

S
eptember 6 is a historic day for the LGBTQ com-
munity in the country. The Supreme Court has 
finally decriminalised homosexuality in India, 
reversing its 2013 judgment that upheld Section 

377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). It is interesting that 
the Delhi High Court had decriminalised gay sex in a 
landmark judgment in 2009, but it was overruled by the 
apex court. It reinstated the 156-year old tyranny that 
had been haunting the LGBTQ community in the world’s 
biggest democracy since the colonial era, 1861 to be pre-
cise. Section 377 of the IPC punishes “carnal intercourse 
against the order of nature with any man, woman or ani-
mal.” It carried the punishment of life imprisonment, or 
a jail term which may extend to ten years.

A five-judge Constitution Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India Dipak Misra ruled on Thursday that it was 
unconstitutional to criminalise consensual sexual rela-
tions in private between LGBTQ persons of the same 
sex. It said: “History owes an apology to the members 
of this community and their families, for the delay in 
providing redressal(sic) for the ignominy and ostracism 
that they have suffered through the centuries.” It went 
on to say that the members of the LGBTQ community 
were forced to live a life full of fear; and deprivation of 
Fundamental Rights as had been guaranteed by the 
constitution of the country to citizens. It held that “ho-
mosexuality is a completely natural condition, part of 
a range of human sexuality.” That said, Section 377 will 
continue to govern non-consensual sexual relations, 
carnal acts against minors, and acts of bestiality.

It is clear from the ruling that the Supreme Court is 
remorseful for not understanding and standing up for 
the cause of the gay community in the country all these 
years despite the continual social discrimination and 
harassment they have had to go through in their eve-
ryday life. It is to be seen if the various religious groups 
that vehemently protested the Delhi High Court judg-
ment will show some signs of remorse this time around. 
Whether or not homosexuality is in compliance with the 
belief systems of religions, most societies have realised 
and accepted it as a completely natural condition. Sexu-
al orientation is something that can’t be changed at will 
as it is one’s identity. What the people with different sex-
ual orientation do in their private lives is their personal 
choice, and that needs to be respected. They are as hu-
man as the rest of the citizens of the country. Therefore, 
the apex court’s historic verdict paving way for greater 
equality and liberty should be welcomed by all.

Whether the LGBTQ community will forgive his-
tory for the brutal suppression meted out to them isn’t 
something that the people of the country can decide. 
However, changing our mindsets, allowing them to live 
with dignity and accepting them as they are will take us 
a long way as a society. This simple act of acceptance 
can help heal the deep wounds faster —even if it might 
not be completely healed. Let there be ‘rainbow’ across 
the horizon for the sake of humanity.

Binoo K. John | IANS

Tim Logan | The Conversation

The Wire Staff | thewire.in

In our changing world, we can always 
depend on our unchanging God.

When I was in high school I played on the varsity 
tennis team. I spent many hours of my teenage 
years trying to improve my skills on four concrete 

courts located just two blocks from my home.
The last time I visited that city, one of the first things I 

did was drive to the tennis courts, hoping to watch others 
play and reminisce for a moment. But the old courts, so 
familiar to my memory, were nowhere to be seen. In their 
place was a vacant field, inhabited only by an occasional 
weed waving silently in the breeze.

That afternoon remains in my mind as a stark reminder 
of the brevity of life. One of the places where I expended 
some of my best youthful strength no longer existed! Re-
flecting on that experience later brought me to this truth, 
expressed by an aging King David: “The life of mortals is 
like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; the wind 
blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no 
more. But from everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is 
with those who fear him” (Psalm 103:15–17).

We grow older and the world around us may change, 
but God’s love doesn’t. He can always be trusted to take 
care of those who turn to Him.

Faithful Father, thank You for Your love that never 
changes! Help me to love You by serving You  

faithfully today.

India’s Pathetic Sports Performance Suffers 
From Lack of Ambition or National Plan

Why You Can Smell Rain

Does India’s New Series GDP Data Overestimate Manufacturing Output?
The new series GDP data has been mostly replaced with corporate financial data for estimating 

manufacturing value-added, resulting in manufacturing assuming a higher share in India’s GDP and 
growing at a faster rate compared to the older series.

55th Indo-Naga Ceasefire Day at Sakraba: NNC Statement

T
here is a general sense of euphoria after the just 
concluded Asian Games. But, actually, there is 
more reason to grieve for Indian sport.

There is cause to rejoice our track and field 
performance, but overall Indian sport is where it has been 
for a long time. Since the 1960 Olympics, India has im-
proved only marginally. Which could be the reason why 
one report suggested that India did extremely well in Ja-
karta: matching its 1952 Asiad tally! As if such regressive 
truths are a matter of celebration. 

Some minor stats will show how India has regressed or 
plateaued out. In the 1960 Olympics, China won the same 
number of medals as India: One silver. Look at where Chi-
na is now just 50 years after that. By 2000 Sydney, China 
had got 28 gold medals, a scenario which India cannot 
even imagine. Other developed and developing countries 
have done equally well.

There is a direct link between sports performance and 
per capita GDP. That could be the reason for all South East 
Asian Tigers to have done much better than India in their 
sporting achievements. 

Indonesia, a small country with some strict Islamic 
practices which are not really conducive to women par-
ticipation in sport, got 98 medals with 31 golds in Asiad 
2018. Even Iran, which has been crippled by US sanctions 
for a long time got 20 gold medals and a total of 62 med-
als. Even DPR Korea ruled by dictators for many years and 
where even basic freedoms are denied to people got 12 
gold medals for a total of 37 medals, at the tenth position 
to India’s eighth. 

An analysis of the Rio Olympics shows that 21.5 per 
cent of the US athletes won gold while for the Chinese this 
number was 24.8. India’s score on this count was minus 
1.7. For Asian Games the data will be slightly better, but 
nothing can hide the fact that India as a nation is a terrible 
performer on the sporting world stage, especially when 
compared to its size and economy. 

We have consoled ourselves over the years by picking 
up stray performances like the one by Swapna Barman, 
Hepthathlon gold winner. The truth is that we have no 
higher desire, no loftier performance, no larger plan and a 

very poor strategy, which has crippled our sports growth.
Sports performance is also directly related to sports 

funding and infrastructure -- the reason why advanced 
nations are always on top. But there is also a keen national 
desire to excel which is completely absent in India where 
we are easily satisfied with mediocrity.

Look at Australia. A large majority of its people spend 
their lives outdoors, cycling, running, swimming or in the 
park. In India such activities are discouraged and even 
punished. In an article in the Australian newspaper The 
Weekend of January 2017, Nicole Jeffrey bemoaned the 
fact that Australian spending on sport had declined and 
that is why it won only 8 golds in Rio compared to 17 golds 
in Athens.

The Australian population is only about 22 million (10 

million less that Kerala’s) and the four-year budget for Ol-
ympic sports planning is $198 million compared to UK’s 
$334 million and Germany’s $275 million. India spends 
one fourth of UK’s budget annually, according to indi-
aspend.com -- that’s abour Rs 8 per capita. 

It is interesting though to note that despite India’s crip-
pling poverty (200 million below the poverty line) some 
among them who just have sustenance living have emerged 
to become gold medal winners like Barman herself.

While there is no national plan, now private spending 
is coming into Indian sport like the Quest for Gold which 
is responsible for close to half of the medals in the Asian 
Games. Apart from this, general inefficiency and govern-
mental lethargy rules everywhere. Hundred of potential 
Indian medal winners fall through the cracks because of 
a callous officialdom.

Smaller Asian countries have shamed India in Jakarta. 
These countries are better managed and you will not see 
a Praful Patel in charge of soccer there. Mind you, even In-
dia’s chef-de-mission BJP MP, Bhushan Saran Singh, could 
not go with the team because he had a political meeting 
to attend. 

Even in Indian hockey, where we have led the world for 
long, we now have to play qualifying rounds for the Tokyo 
Olympics. We lost in hockey precisely due to lack of a better 
strategy. Our team should have tracked the talented Malay-
sian goalkeeper’s movement patterns. It is unlikely that In-
dian coach Harender Singh had any such data with him. In 
Soccernomics, the authors point out that the German team 
management has a database of 13,000 penalty kicks. 

India has so far no high performance centre in any 
sport, though cricket seems to have one in Bengaluru. 
Without such a centre where players are trained, data 
crunched, high-level coaches hired and a higher ambition 
created, nothing will happen. 

Tokyo Olympics 2020 will be a repeat story for us. 
Imagine, that two of India’s most celebrated athletes -- 
Milkha Singh and P.T.Usha -- are the ones who missed the 
Olympic medal. 
The writer is a Delhi-based senior journalist. His book on 

sport, Beautiful Losers: Failure and Success in Sport, is 
scheduled to be published by Speaking Tiger in December. 

He can be reached at binoojohn@hotmail.com

W
hen those first fat drops of summer rain fall 
to the hot, dry ground, have you ever noticed 
a distinctive odor? I have childhood memo-
ries of family members who were farmers de-

scribing how they could always “smell rain” right before 
a storm.

Of course rain itself has no scent. But moments before 
a rain event, an “earthy” smell known as petrichor does 
permeate the air. People call it musky, fresh – generally 
pleasant.

This smell actually comes from the moistening of the 
ground. Australian scientists first documented the proc-
ess of petrichor formation in 1964 and scientists from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology further studied the 
mechanics of the process in the 2010s.

Petrichor is a combination of fragrant chemical com-

pounds. Some are from oils made by plants. The main 
contributor to petrichor are actinobacteria. These tiny 
microorganisms can be found in rural and urban areas as 
well as in marine environments. They decompose dead 
or decaying organic matter into simple chemical com-
pounds which can then become nutrients for developing 
plants and other organisms.

A byproduct of their activity is an organic compound 
called geosmin which contributes to the petrichor scent. 
Geosmin is a type of alcohol, like rubbing alcohol. Alcohol 
molecules tend to have a strong scent, but the complex 
chemical structure of geosmin makes it especially notice-
able to people even at extremely low levels. Our noses can 
detect just a few parts of geosmin per trillion of air mol-
ecules.

During a prolonged period of dryness when it has not 
rained for several days, the decomposition activity rate of 
the actinobacteria slows down. Just before a rain event, 

the air becomes more humid and the ground begins to 
moisten. This process helps to speed up the activity of the 
actinobacteria and more geosmin is formed.

When raindrops fall on the ground, especially po-
rous surfaces such as loose soil or rough concrete, they 
will splatter and eject tiny particles called aerosols. The 
geosmin and other petrichor compounds that may be 
present on the ground or dissolved within the raindrop 
are released in aerosol form and carried by the wind to 
surrounding areas. If the rainfall is heavy enough, the pet-
richor scent can travel rapidly downwind and alert people 
that rain is soon on the way.

The scent eventually goes away after the storm has 
passed and the ground begins to dry. This leaves the ac-
tinobacteria lying in wait – ready to help us know when it 
might rain again.

Tim Logan is an instructional assistant professor of 
Atmospheric Sciences at Texas A&M University

D
oes the new method by which 
India calculates GDP (gross do-
mestic product) data overesti-
mate manufacturing output? 

This apprehension has been flagged by a 
key member of the Reserve Bank of India’s 
monetary policy committee (MPC) in a re-
cent article in the Economic and Political 
Weekly.

Last week, data released by the Central 
Statistics Office showed that the GDP grew 
by an impressive 8.2% in the first quarter, 
sharply up from 5.6% a year ago. This was 
higher than 7.4-7.6% growth rate forecast 
by economists.

In particular, the data showed that 
India’s manufacturing sector grew by a 
healthy and surprising 13.5%.

The EPW article says that the new se-
ries GDP data has been mostly replaced 
with corporate financial data for estimat-
ing manufacturing value-added. This de-
cision has resulted in manufacturing as-
suming a higher share in India’s GDP and 
growing at a faster rate compared to the 
older series, the article argues.

The piece has been authored by Ravin-
dra Dholakia, a member of the MPC, along 
with R. Nagaraj – who teaches at the In-

dira Gandhi Institute of Development Re-
search – and Manish Pandya, who works 
for the Gujarat government’s directorate of 
economics and statistics.

Citing the robust GDP numbers, fi-
nance minister Arun Jaitley said the Indian 
economy is doing well at a time when the 
global economy is facing turmoil due to 
trade spat. He attributed this to the Modi 
government’s reforms and fiscal prudence.

“Does the new series represent a fuller 
description of the manufacturing value 
added, or is it an overestimation?” the au-
thors wrote.

Higher manufacturing growth rate 
gives “rise to serious doubts about the ve-
racity of new estimates” and is at “variance 
with other macroeconomic correlates,” 
the article said.

Significantly, the RBI has projected 
GDP growth for the full fiscal at 7.4%. It has 
also warned that high oil prices pose risks 
to the economic growth.

The RBI has increased policy rates 
twice since June to curb inflationary pres-
sures. However, Dholakia was the only 
MPC member who opposed a rate hike in 
the last meeting.

The CSO, in 2015, replaced the GDP 
series with the base year 2004-05 with a 
new series that used 2011-12 as a baseline. 

The new series has followed the guidelines 
of the United Nations’ System of National 
Accounts (UNSNA) 2008, replacing the 
earlier template of UNSNA 1994.

As always, the revision introduced 
some newer methodologies and updated 
many databases. However, dramatic and 
unexpected changes in the levels and 
growth rates of the GDP (and its principal 
sectors) have come under public scrutiny 
in recent years. Doubts have been raised 
over the veracity of the new GDP esti-
mates.

“Specifically, the manufacturing sector 
estimates in the new series are in the eye of 
the storm, since its share in GDP at current 
prices is larger by about two percentage 
points (compared to the old series), and its 
annual growth rates are significantly high-
er – with a change even in the direction of 
growth in some cases”, the article says.

For instance, for 2013-14, the growth 
rate of manufacturing gross value added 
(GVA) at constant prices changed from 
(-)0.7% in the old series, to (+)5.3% in the 
new series.

“Such wide variations in the growth 
rates for the same years reported by the 
two series of the same publication, expect-
edly, drew widespread criticisms, espe-
cially since the new estimates were quite 

at variance with other macro correlates,” 
the EPW article has noted.

The CSO had contended that the new 
series better captures value addition in 
manufacturing than before. The changeo-
ver to the corporate sector database – ob-
tained from the Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs (MCA) – is said to “include activities 
that were hitherto left out by the Annual 
Survey of Industries (ASI), on account of 
the limitation of its approach to data col-
lection”.

Various examples that the authors of 
the EPW article go through, however, ap-
pear to contradict this official claim to a 
large extent.

“…The very basis of the change in the 
approach to data collection for estimating 
manufacturing GDP seems questionable. 
Hence, the higher share and faster growth 
rate of the manufacturing sector reported 
in the new GDP series seems to have little 
justification based on mere coverage of 
ASI,” it notes.

The article also argues that there may 
be other reasons for expecting the size of 
the sector and its growth rates to be high-
er, but the arguments put forth against 
the ASI as under-reporting value added 
in manufacturing “do not seem to be con-
vincing”.

Respected chairperson, National workers, Church 
Leaders, Dignitaries, Ladies and Gentlemen gathering 
here today, 

I am first of all giving thanks to Almighty God for 
enabling us to peacefully observe this 55th Indo-Naga 
ceasefire day today. 54th years ago on this day an In-
ternational Ceasefire agreement was signed in 1964 be-
tween the Federal Government of Nagaland (FGN) and 
the Government of India (GOI) which effected on 6th 
Sept, 1964. I therefore extend my sincere thanks to the 
Nagaland Baptist Churches Council (NBCC) and the 
Peace Mission (PM) members i.e. Jaya Prakash Naryan, 
B.P. Chaliha and Rev. Michael Scott for their valuable 
services in bringing peace and normalcy amongst the 
two governments (FGN and GOI). 

When the Indo-Naga war was fought in Naga soil 
for a decade (1954-1964) due to India’s invasion against 
Nagaland,   the NBCC and Peace Mission members ini-
tiated the peace process in the midst of inaccessible sit-

uation and distress that our people faced. In spite of all 
unimaginable hardship, they contributed their selfless 
effort in shaping the peace process which materialised 
into an understanding between the FGN and GOI with 
mutual respect on Nationhood. Subsequently a public 
meeting was called on 25th May 1964 at Sakraba village 
local ground under Chakhesang region in the presence 
of Peace Mission members. Where Enoli Veducholü 
Lala the present President of Naga Women Federation 
(NWF), NNC unequivocally with tears in her eyes testi-
fied the realities of untold sufferings, pains and atroci-
ties committed by the occupational armed forces of 
India against Naga Women and it is still so fresh in my 
mind. At the moment, the Naga Army personnel who 
returned from Pakistan Alee command with full Arms 
also took usual parade and which made a surprise to 
the Peace Mission members. 

The Federal Government of Nagaland agreed in 
principle with the terms and conditions laid down by 

the Peace Mission members and signed here at Sakra-
ba village on 25th May 1964 and subsequently the Gov-
ernment of India also agreed to the terms and condi-
tions and signed on 14 August 1964. Thus, the Ceasefire 
Agreement was officially effected on 6th Sept. 1964 be-
tween the two Nations. 

On this declaration day the 6th Sept. 1964, our peo-
ple joyfully gathered for peace procession in Nagaland 
as a mark of thanksgiving to God our Lord. Today is the 
day to remember the love and guidance of our Lord Je-
hovah. How miraculous and wonderful thing is this for 
a tiny Naga nation who could withstand the iron hand 
of India, the aggressor. It is not by might nor by power 
but by the grace of God Jehovah alone. Let us not forget 
and ignore His love for the Nagas rather be firmly hold 
our rights and put our faith in God and patiently wait 
for the proclamation and gracious year of the Lord. 

Acüyi Vadeo, 
Joint Secretary

DAILY
PATH

Unchanging Love

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 103:13–22 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The world and its desires pass away, but whoever 
does the will of God lives forever.  

~   1 John 2:17
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A welcome com-
munication from a business or romantic 
partner could arrive today, Aries. This could 
generate a lot of enthusiasm on both your 

parts and do wonders for your relationship or for 
whatever business you do together. Be honest with 
your partner. Don’t conceal your concerns. It’s better 
to get things out in the open. Don’t worry. Everything 
will be OK!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today is a good 
day to ask for a raise or consider other ways 
to increase your income, Taurus. Superiors 
will be in a receptive mood and likely feel-

ing more benevolent than usual. This is a good time to 
study and consider investment possibilities, but it isn’t 
a good time to make investments. The facts may differ 
from what you read or hear. Wait about a week before 
deciding.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You should be 
feeling especially romantic and sensual now, 
Gemini, and you might draw admiring glanc-
es from those around you - even strangers. 

Your passion is high, so this is an excellent day to plan 
a romantic evening. You could also feel especially cre-
ative and want to spend your day in some sort of artis-
tic activity. Go to it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Strange, pas-
sionate stirrings could find you wanting to 
escape from civilization with a lover, Cancer. 
This is a great day for it. At least plan a quiet 

evening at home with your special someone. You might 
also want to satisfy other sensual cravings, such as a 
desire for delicious food, drink, or comfortable chairs 
or beds. Flow with it. We all need a little self-indulgence 
now and then!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Interesting commu-
nications from friends could center on pos-
sible world developments or maybe some 
juicy gossip about people you know, Leo. En-

joy yourself, but don’t take everything you hear at face 
value. Much of it is less actual fact than the product of 
someone’s fertile imagination. Short journeys in your 
area could bring news of upcoming changes in your 
community. Expect the unexpected!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  Today you might 
earn corporate kudos, Virgo, for all signs indi-
cate that your imagination is flying high and 
can be put to work to increase your job effec-

tiveness. You might even earn a promotion or increase 
in salary. However, it’s important to curb the impulse to 
hide the downside of whatever you’re doing from those in 
power. Be honest! It will benefit you more in the long run.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your mind is 
likely to be going a thousand miles an hour. 
Ideas for imaginative and innovative proj-
ects may come faster than you can possibly 

turn them into reality. Write them down. You may not 
have time to work on them now, but you will later. You 
could decide to attend a lecture, sign up for a class, or 
make plans to join friends and attend another kind of 
group activity.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may have 
strange dreams and vivid premonitions to-
day, Scorpio. Your intuition and telepathic 
faculties are operating at a high level. You 

could think of someone who later phones or drops by. 
There’s also a tendency to be too paranoid. Don’t panic 
if some of the messages you receive seem disturbing. 
Check out the facts first. You’re likely to find that all is 
better than you thought.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today you 
could be feeling warm and friendly toward 
everyone. You might be involved in social 
events or receive invitations to future parties. 

You’ll probably have a great time and make some new 
friends. Take care to take lots of vitamin C. There could 
be colds or other bugs flying around and you could be 
more susceptible to such infections at this time.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Relations 
with people on the job should be warm, 
Capricorn, and this could do wonders for 
your career. Take nothing at face value. All 

may not be as it seems. Someone has issues with you 
that render him or her untrustworthy. Take care to 
avoid getting too close to anyone who seems a little 
under the weather. Your immune system is a bit weak 
and you could catch a bug.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some new in-
formation could come your way that causes 
you to focus on a new interest, Aquarius. It’ll 
set your mind traveling to faraway places 

and times. You may also meet some new people who 
are highly educated, from foreign lands, or both. They 
might have fascinating stories to tell! Whatever hap-
pens, today promises to excite your curiosity and stim-
ulate your intellect.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You could have 
some intense dreams tonight, Pisces. You 
might find that they bring inspiration for 
creative projects, perhaps for redecorating or 

otherwise beautifying your home. You could feel ener-
getic now and want to charge ahead and work on your 
project until you drop. Take care to pace yourself. You 
might tire to the point of feeling ill.  

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

People Want 
Electric 

Vehicles to 
Reduce Air 
Pollution  
— SurveyPushkar  | thewire.in

UGC’s Anti-Plagiarism Rules Don’t Make 
Room for Realities of Indian Academia

It is difficult to imagine that people in positions of power and with strong 
political connections will be caught and penalised for plagiarism.

T
he University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) recently ap-
proved the UGC (Promotion 
of Academic Integrity and 

Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher 
Educational Institutions) Regula-
tions, 2018. These regulations are 
dedicated to addressing plagiarism 
by students, researchers and faculty 
at India’s universities and colleges.

Plagiarism is, along with publish-
ing in fake journals and fabrication 
and falsification of research, among 
the major offences committed by 
academics worldwide. Other lesser 
known, though common, offences 
include the practice of adding an au-
thor’s name to a paper when she has 
not contributed to the research, not 
acknowledging conflicts of interest 
and general sloppiness in conducting 
research.

In many countries and certainly 
at the better universities across the 
world, there are regulations and 
strong mechanisms in place to detect 
and punish offenders. Still, academic 
fraud of one kind or another takes 
place everywhere.

Until recently, the UGC as well 
as the universities have been rather 
casual with matters of research fraud. 
As a result, existing regulations and 
investigative and punitive mecha-
nisms have not deterred fraudulent 
activities. Offenders usually get away 
with small and big crimes and this 
has encouraged others to follow the 
same path. Slowly, however, the gov-
ernment is taking steps to address 
research fraud. The latest set of UGC 
regulations pertaining to plagiarism 
are an example of the government’s 
intent to control research fraud. But it 
is important to understand that anti-
plagiarism measures by themselves 
only attack one pillar of research 
fraud and must be combined with 
attacks on at least two others: fake 
journals and fabrication/falsifica-
tion of research. It is also necessary to 
admit that the immediate impact of 
these anti-plagiarism measures will 
be minimal.
API and promoting research fraud
Though research performance of In-
dia’s universities and other academic 
institutions has improved, it is overall 
still dismal. There are many reasons 
for this research deficit, of which in-
adequate funding is an important 
one but not the only factor. Indian 
academic institutions underperform 
in research because most universities 
have traditionally emphasised teach-
ing over research. Indeed, research 
has been close to the bottom in terms 
of institutional priorities. However, 
with the growing popularity of world 
university rankings in which India’s 
universities perform poorly because 
of low research output, the govern-
ment started to take notice and take 
measures to address the deficit.

One of the first attempts at ad-
dressing the research deficit was the 
introduction of the academic per-
formance indicator (API) in 2010. 
The API required all faculty members 
at central universities and central-
government funded colleges to do 
research and publish – in addition to 
teaching and administrative duties – 
to benefit from the Career Advance-
ment Scheme (CAS). Unfortunately, 
most state universities and colleges 
also adopted the API. With the wide-
spread application of API across all 
kinds of academic institutions, includ-

ing undergraduate institutions that 
are entirely teaching-focused, faculty 
members were left with no choice but 
to publish or stagnate in their posi-
tions. These included people who 
lacked any basic training for research 
and those who were already overbur-
dened with teaching, administrative 
and other responsibilities. Further, 
most teachers work at colleges with 
woeful infrastructure and where the 
overall academic environment is in-
imical to substantive research.

The result of the nearly-com-
pulsory implementation of API was 
that many faculty members took re-
course to plagiarism, publishing in 
fake journals or both. While for some, 
plagiarising and/or publishing in fake 
journals was simply a short-cut to 
career advancement, for most it was 
a necessity. In both cases, they fed 
each other: research-deficient faculty 
members plagiarised and published 
to catch-up or get ahead of those who 
were carrying out genuine research, 
and at some point the latter realised 
that they would be left behind if they 
did not do the same things. Many 
started to plagiarise, publish and 
flourish. This gave birth to what is 
now a flourishing global industry of 
fake journals headquartered in India.

To a great extent, the current and 
ongoing wave of research fraud in the 
form of plagiarism and publishing 
may have started with the API, which 
itself was a by-product of the grow-
ing popularity of the world univer-
sity rankings. The API was created to 
boost India’s research output and im-
prove the rankings of its universities; 
instead, it gave a tremendous boost to 
fraudulent research.

The API is soon to be revised but 
the improved version falls short of 
recognising the proper structure and 
complexities of India’s higher educa-
tion sector and will continue to be 
abused.
Fake journals menace
The Indian Express recently carried 
a series exposing the fake journals 
industry in India. This has reportedly 
led to an immediate response from 
the government, with the higher edu-
cation secretary R. Subramanyam is-
suing an order: “If any substandard/
predatory journals are found to be 
in the list recommended by the vice-
chancellors, that would be held per-
sonally against the vice-chancellor 
concerned.”

It is a pity that neither this gov-
ernment nor previous ones paid 
much attention to reports extending 
over more than a decade on various 

kinds of academic malpractices that 
benefitted dishonest academics and 
punished honest, hard-working ones. 
This has direct implications for the 
new anti-plagiarism measures that 
the government has put in place. 
Over time, a large number of academ-
ics have risen up the ranks by getting 
away with academic fraud and the 
task of restoring academic integrity is 
now to be placed in their hands!

To its credit, the government has 
in the last couple of years tried to deal 
with the menace of fake journals. 
In mid-2016, the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) took up the dif-
ficult task of preparing a list of le-
gitimate journals; faculty members 
would have to publish only in these 
journals to benefit from the API. The 
task has so far been done rather bad-
ly. In early 2017, the UGC released a 
messy first list of legitimate journals 
that included the names of several 
fake journals and excluded many le-
gitimate journals. In May 2018, it re-
moved the names of 4,305 titles from 
its list, noting that these were “of poor 
quality,” provided “incorrect/insuffi-
cient information” about themselves 
or made “false claims.” In the process 
of excluding fake journals, however, it 
also removed several legitimate jour-
nals from the list. ‘The list’ very much 
remains a work in progress and will 
be for a while.
The new UGC rules
The new UGC regulations on pla-
giarism represent a sincere attempt 
to restore some credibility to Indian 
academia. The text of the regulations 
is clearly written and there seems to 
be little that is ambiguous or wrong 
with it. One can of course debate 
some specific aspects of the regula-
tions but overall, it is an excellent 
document. However, the true test 
of any set of rules and regulations is 
whether they will be effective. In this 
case, it seems that anti-plagiarism 
measures will at best only be partially 
successful and that too with the pas-
sage of a considerable period of time.

In the pre-API era, only a select 
ambitious academics indulged in re-
search fraud because the others did 
not have to publish research articles 
for regular career advancement. For 
the most part, what mattered was 
teaching experience measured in 
terms of number of years. After the 
API was introduced, publishing was 
no longer a matter of choice, as out-
lined above.

The Indian higher education sys-
tem also experienced massive dete-
rioration from the 1980s onwards, 

and certainly in terms of the kinds 
of people it attracted, including fac-
ulty members. Academia became for 
the most part a leftover profession, 
which one joined after failing at eve-
rything else. At the risk of generalisa-
tion, one can say that India’s higher 
education sector is dominated by 
the mediocre in terms of its faculty. 
A simple research project involving 
re-examination of PhD dissertations 
submitted at some Indian univer-
sities, including the best ones, will 
almost certainly show that many of 
existing faculty members carried out 
substandard research and engaged 
in plagiarism and fabrication. Many 
of them are now heads of depart-
ments, principals, vice-chancellors 
and academic bureaucrats in posi-
tions of power.

The clauses regarding detection, 
reporting and handling of plagiarism 
in the UGC regulations suggest one 
can’t be too optimistic that they will 
be effective. These regulations call for 
the creation of a Departmental Aca-
demic Integrity Panel (DAIP) consist-
ing of the head of the department as 
chairman and two other members, 
one a senior academic from outside 
the department, to be nominated by 
the head of the institution; second, a 
person well versed with anti-plagia-
rism tools, to be nominated by the 
head of the department. Plagiarism 
cases are to be reported to the DAIP, 
which will also have the power “to 
assess the level of plagiarism and 
recommend penalty(or penalties) ac-
cordingly.”

The UGC regulations also call for 
the creation of an Institutional Aca-
demic Integrity Panel (IAIP) consist-
ing of the pro-VC/dean/senior acade-
mician of the institution as chairman, 
and three other members, all of them 
nominated by the vice-chancellor/
principal/director of the institution: a 
senior academic from the home insti-
tution; one member from outside the 
home institution; and the third, a per-
son well versed-with anti-plagiarism 
tools.
According to the UGC regulations, the 
manner of dealing with cases of pla-
giarism will be as follows:

If any member of the academic 
community suspects with appropri-
ate proof that a case of plagiarism has 
happened in any document, he or 
she shall report it to the DAIP. Upon 
receipt of such a complaint or allega-
tion, the DAIP shall investigate the 
matter and submit its recommenda-
tions to the Institutional Academic 
Integrity Panel (IAIP) of the HEI.

What could go wrong?
As stated earlier, the regulations are 
quite well-prepared and written – but 
there are immediate problems.

Assuming that the head of the de-
partment is ‘clean’, can we expect her to 
pursue charges of plagiarism against a 
colleague? Department heads are ap-
pointed by rotation and the current 
head may not take any action for fear 
of being harassed when someone else 
takes over as head. Second, if the head 
is someone who has herself engaged 
in shady practices, she is even less 
likely to take any action since others 
may target her as well. The same set of 
issues will come into play at the insti-
tutional level, with the IAIP.

The fact is that the success of the 
anti-plagiarism regulations is contin-
gent on how they are applied by the 
people who run India’s universities, 
from vice-chancellors down to faculty 
members. There are all kinds of struc-
tural obstacles to making the anti-pla-
giarism regulations work effectively. 
They will be successful if over time, In-
dian universities, especially research 
and teaching-cum-research institu-
tions, open themselves up to hiring 
faculty on the basis of merit and with 
proper scrutiny. With the exception 
of a few institutions, this is not hap-
pening yet. For example, it has been 
reported that even at a premier insti-
tutions such as the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), several new faculty 
appointments have a record of having 
plagiarised in their work.

Recently, Parliament was in-
formed that over the past three years, 
there have been three cases of pla-
giarism against vice-chancellors and 
others where appropriate action has 
been taken: Chandra Krishnamurthy, 
vice chancellor of Pondicherry Uni-
versity (2015); Anil Kumar Upadhyay, 
reader of Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vi-
dyapeeth, Varanasi (2017); and Vinay 
Kumar Pathak, vice chancellor of Dr 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical Univer-
sity, Lucknow (2018). These numbers 
are ridiculously low. Of course, there 
is no way to know what the actual 
numbers of plagiarists and others 
who engage in research fraud are, but 
it would not be wrong to assume that 
many of them will be responsible for 
giving teeth to the UGC’s plagiarism 
regulations.

In an interview, Jeffrey Beall, 
who ran a hugely-influential web-
site which identified fake journals 
and publishers until he was forced 
to shut down, said, “There is no easy 
solution. I learned that the publish-
ers now have much political power, 
and they will do anything possible, 
including collusion with universities, 
to attack their critics.”

The same is true for plagiarism 
and plagiarists. There is no easy solu-
tion. Many plagiarists are vice-chan-
cellors, principals, deans and occupy 
those positions because of their prox-
imity to politicians. They are con-
sidered respected members of the 
academic community. It is difficult 
to imagine that people in positions of 
power and with strong political con-
nections will be caught and penalised 
for plagiarism.

There is, however, one step that 
the government can take to limit pla-
giarism and research fraud: tweak the 
API to make research optional for col-
lege teachers.

Pushkar is director of The 
International Centre Goa (ICG), 

Dona Paula. He tweets at @
PushHigherEd. The views expressed 

here are personal.

E
ighty-seven per cent of 
the respondents believe 
that the need for reduc-
ing air pollution is the best 

reason to purchase an electric ve-
hicle, a survey commissioned by 
Climate Trends and carried out by 
FourthLion Technologies showed 
on Thursday.

The survey was conducted on-
line from August 21-24 among 2,178 
Indian drivers, vehicle owners and 
those who plan to purchase, own or 
drive a vehicle in the next 10 years.

Vehicles account for about 24 per 
cent of India’s carbon emissions and 
is a major source for air pollution in 
several cities across the country.

According to a recent WHO re-
port, 14 of the top 20 most polluted 
cities of the world are in India.

The survey revealed that most 
drivers and vehicle owners are per-
sonally affected by poor air quality.

Seventy-six per cent say they 
along with their neighbours, friends 
or family suffer from poor air qual-
ity every day or are starting to show 
symptoms of being affected by air 
pollution.

Delhi seemed to be worst affect-
ed with 91 per cent of its respond-
ents saying that they or people they 
know are suffering from poor air 
quality.

Similarly, high percentages were 
recorded in Hyderabad (78 per 
cent), Chennai (75 per cent), Mum-
bai (74 per cent), Bangalore (71 per 
cent), and Kolkata (70 per cent).

Drivers and vehicle owners say 
they are ‘much more likely’ to con-
sider purchasing an electric vehicle 
after learning that ‘electric vehicles 
reduce air pollution through zero 
on-road emissions’ (72 per cent) 
and after learning that ‘recharging 
and driving an electric vehicle costs 
less per kilometre than fuelling and 
driving a petrol or diesel vehicle’ (71 
per cent).

India is the third largest market 
for automobiles and the world’s 
largest market when it comes to 
two-wheelers.

Over four million internal com-
bustion engine vehicles were sold 
in India in 2017, and 81 per cent of 
those sales (20 million units) came 
from the two-wheeler segment 
alone.

In comparison, according to 
data from the Society of Manufac-
turers of Electric Vehicles, less than 
a million electric vehicles were sold 
in India, of which 93 per cent were 
electric three-wheelers.

The survey indicates very healthy 
awareness and potential willingness 
among the respondents to consider 
purchasing electric vehicles.

However, the respondents iden-
tified the lack of easily accessible 
charging infrastructure (59 per 
cent) and limited driving range on 
current battery packs (46 per cent) 
as their biggest objection towards 
adopting one.

“Since we invested in the tech-
nology we have often been told that 
we were making a big mistake bet-
ting on battery powered vehicles. 
And today with the world transi-
tioning to the new normal, we are 
recognized as pioneers in electric 
vehicles,” Mahindra Group Chair-
man Anand Mahindra said.

Source: IANS
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Telangana assembly dissolved, governor asks 
Rao to continue as caretaker chief minister 

2+2 talks: India, US ink critical def 
pact; discuss cross-border terror, H1B

UN lauds SC verdict on homosexuality, hopes 
it will boost efforts to eliminate stigma 

‘Bharat Bandh’ over SC/ST Act: MP remains 
largely peaceful amid tight security arrangements

India, France to collaborate on human space mission

PTI

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao submits to Governor ESL Narsimhan his government’s 
recommendation for dissolving the Assembly, and his resignation as chief minister, in Hyderabad, 
Thursday.

PTI

Members and supporters of Karni Sena and other upper-caste organisations, participate in a protest over 
the recent amendment of the SC/ST Act, in Bhopal, Thursday.

PTI

French space agency CNES President Jean-Yves Le Gall during the inauguration of the 6th 
Bengaluru Space Expo 2018, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, U.S Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and US Secretary of Defense James Mattis at the joint press conference, in New Delhi 
on Thursday.

Hyderabad, Sep. 6 (PTI): 
Ending weeks of specula-
tion, the Telangana gov-
ernment recommended 
the dissolution of the state 
assembly Thursday, official 
sources said.

A resolution recom-
mending the dissolution 
of the House was adopted 
at a meeting of the state 
Cabinet chaired by Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar 
Rao this afternoon.

Shortly afterwards, Rao 
drove to Raj Bhavan and 
handed over the resolu-
tion to Governor ESL Nar-
asimhan, who accepted the 
Cabinet’s decision.

“The Governor, while 
accepting the recom-
mendation of the Chief 
Minister and Council of 
Ministers has requested K 
Chandrashekar Rao and 
his Council of Ministers 
to continue in office as a 
caretaker government. 
Chandrasekhar Rao has 
agreed to this request,” a 
Raj Bhavan press commu-
niqué said.

This brings the curtains 
down on the first elected 
Legislative Assembly in 
Telangana.

The Council of Minis-
ters led by Rao assumed 
office on June 2, 2014, the 
day Telangana came into 
existence as the 29th state 
of India.

Speculation was rife for 
quite some time that Rao 
may go in for an early poll 
as the opposition in the 

state was in a disarray.
The final decision on 

whether to hold an early 
election now rests with the 
Election Commission.

In normal circumstanc-
es, election to the Telan-
gana assembly would co-
incide with the Lok Sabha 
polls.

Sources in the ruling 
party said Rao wanted to 
cash in on what he be-
lieves was a “positive at-
mosphere” in favour of his 
government.

The BJP, however, was 
ambiguous on the issue, 
with its state spokesman 
Krishna Sagar Rao saying 
voters had already made up 
their minds about whom to 
vote and will stick to it.

Keeping in mind the 
“electoral pattern nation-
ally” the BJP certainly feels 
that it has an edge when-
ever polls are held.

Sources in the TRS said 
Rao was upbeat about 
his continued popularity 
among the electorate.

“The idea is to encash 
the positive mood among 
the people. Rao has played 
safe,” a TRS leader said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity.

The party-wise strength 
in the 120-member Telan-
gana Legislative Assem-
bly before its dissolution 
was TRS-82, Congress-17, 
AIMIM-7, BJP-5, TDP-3, 
Vacant-2, the CPI, CPI(M), 
indipendent and nomi-
nated member (one each).

The TRS had bagged 
63 seats in the 2014 polls 
but its strength rose over 
time with 19 MLAs from 
the opposition, including 
12 from the TDP, three of 
the YSR Congress and two 
of the Bahujan Samaj Party 
joining it.

Opposition parties attack 
CM over early poll move
Opposition parties Thurs-
day hit out at Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao for the early 
elections move, charg-
ing him with indulging 
in “obfuscation politics” 

prompted by fears that TRS 
would be unable to return 
to power if polls were to be 
held next year.

The main opposition 
Congress said the Chief 
Minister owed an expla-
nation to the people as 
to what necessitated him 

to cut short the Assembly 
tenure.

The State was formed 
after “so much of struggle 
and sacrifices,” and people 
had so many hopes on de-
velopment, farm issues and 
employment generation 
but those promises have 
not been fulfilled, the Chief 
spokesperson of the Tel-
angana Pradesh Congress 
Committee Sravan Dasoju 
told PTI.

Alleging a “dubious 
pact” pact between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Rao, he claimed that 
if simultaneous polls were 
to be held for Lok Sabha 
and Telangana Assembly 
as scheduled next year, it 
would have turned into a 
Rahul Gandhi versus Modi 
fight in states like Telan-
gana benefitting the Con-
gress.

Sravan said in the event 
of simultaneous elections, 
minorities would choose 
between BJP and Congress, 
and not TRS. “He (Rao) 
wants to manoeuvre the 
minority votes, that it won’t 
come to Congress”, he al-
leged.

Charging the Chief 
Minister with indulging in 
“obfuscation politics,” the 
BJP said Rao has “full-scale 
fear” that he might not be 
able to come back to power 
if elections are held as per 
schedule next year.

Telangana BJP spokes-
person Krishna Saagar Rao 
claimed that it may not 

be technically possible to 
schedule the Telangana 
elections with that of four 
other States where polls 
are due in November-De-
cember.

“I don’t think voters 
who would want to vote for 
certain party would actu-
ally change their mind be-
cause elections come three 
months or four months 
prior to regular schedule,” 
he said.

“Once the voters make 
up their mind to vote for 
some party, they would 
stick to their decision, that’s 
what we believe.”

In view of the “electoral 
pattern nationally,” Rao 
said, the BJP certainly feels 
that it has an edge whenev-
er polls are held, and added 
that his party is ready for it.

The state unit expects 
BJP President Amit Shah 
and Modi to address public 
rallies as part of election 
campaign, he said.

The National General 
Secretary of the Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI) 
Suravaram Sudhakar Red-
dy said the Chief Minister 
is “getting afraid that he 
will get more isolated if 
elections are held next year. 
That’s why he wants elec-
tions as early as possible”.

On the one hand, the 
Chief Minister is backing 
the idea of simultaneous 
elections in the country 
and on the other, “he wants 
elections right now. He 
(Rao) is telling opposition 

is not ready yet (for polls),” 
Reddy added.
TRS announces candi-
dates for 105 Assembly 
seats
Hours after dissolution of 
the Telangana state Assem-
bly on Thursday, ruling TRS 
announced candidates for 
105 constituencies.

Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter and Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi (TRS) President 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao re-
leased the list of candi-
dates.

He announced the 
names at a news confer-
ence at TRS headquarters -- 
Telangana Bhavan. He said 
only two sitting candidates 
were denied tickets.

KCR, as Rao is popularly 
known, said candidates for 
the remaining 14 constitu-
encies will be announced 
soon. He was addressing 
the media a couple of hours 
after the cabinet meeting, 
which recommended dis-
solution of the Assembly 
to pave way for early polls. 
Governor E. S. L. Narasim-
han accepted the recom-
mendation.

KCR was confident that 
fresh elections to the state 
Assembly will be held in 
November. 

“There is no confusion 
over this,” he said, adding 
that he has already spoken 
to the Chief Election Com-
missioner and requested 
him to hold the polls at the 
earliest.                    

                                   (IANS)

New Delhi, Sep. 6 (PTI): A 
long-negotiated defence 
pact under which critical 
and encrypted defence 
technologies will be pro-
vided to the Indian mili-
tary by the US was inked 
here Thursday after the 
two countries held their 
first 2+2 dialogue during 

which they also discussed 
key issues, including cross-
border terrorism, india’s 
NSG bid and contentious 
H1B visa issue.

During the talks Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj and De-
fence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman had with US 

Secretary of State Michael 
R Pompeo and Defence 
Secretary James Mattis, the 
two countries also decided 
to set up hotlines between 
them. 

Addressing a joint 
press conference, Swaraj 
expressed satisfaction over 
the agenda of the inaugural 

dialogue while giving the 
details of the deliberations.

While Pompeo termed 
the ‘Communications, 
Compatibility, Security 
Agreement (COMCASA)’ 
agreement a “milestone” 
in the relationship, Sith-
araman asserted that the 
pact will enhance India’s 
defence capability and pre-
paredness. 

The COMCASA will fa-
cilitate India to obtain criti-
cal defence technologies 
from the US, and access 
critical communication 
network to ensure interop-
erability among the US and 
the Indian armed forces.

It will also allow the in-
stallation of high-security 
US communication equip-
ment on defence platforms 
being sourced from the US.

Swaraj also said given 
strong bilateral ties, India 
has conveyed to US Secre-
tary Pompeo its expecta-
tion that US will not “act 
against” interests of Indians 
while taking a decision on 
H1B visa issue.

New Delhi, Sep. 6 (PTI): United Nations 
India Thursday lauded the Supreme 
Court for striking down a “key compo-
nent” of IPC’s Section 377 which crimi-
nalises “specific sexual acts between 
adults” and said the judgment will 
boost efforts to eliminate stigma and 
discrimination against LGBTI persons.

It also hoped the ruling will be the 
first step towards guaranteeing the full 
range of fundamental rights to LGBTI 
persons.

Sexual orientation and gender 
expression form an integral part of an 
individual’s identity the world over, and 
violence, stigma and discrimination 
based on these attributes constitute an 
“egregious” violation of human rights. 
it said.

“The United Nations in India wel-
comes the landmark ruling by the 
Supreme Court of India striking down 
a key component of Section 377 of the 
Indian Penal Code which criminalized 
specific sexual acts between adults, a 
law dating back to British colonial rule 
that has targeted in particular lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex 
(LGBTI) individuals and communities,” 
it said in a statement.

LGBTI persons across the world 
continue to be the targets of violent at-

tacks and are affected by multiple and 
intersecting forms of discrimination 
based on age, gender, ethnicity, dis-
ability and social status, the statement 
added. 

“The UN in India sincerely hopes 
that the court’s ruling will be the first 
step towards guaranteeing the full 
range of fundamental rights to LGBTI 
persons. 

We also hope that the judgment will 
boost efforts to eliminate stigma and 
discrimination against LGBTI persons 
in all areas of social, economic, cultural 
and political activity, thereby ensuring 
a truly inclusive society.

“The focus must now be on ensur-
ing access to justice, including remedy; 
effective investigations of acts of vio-
lence and discrimination; and effective 
access to economic, social and cultural 
rights,” the organisation said. 

A five-judge Constitution bench 
of the Supreme Court unanimously 
decriminalised part of the 158-year-old 
colonial law under Section 377 of the 
IPC which criminalises consensual un-
natural sex, saying it violated the rights 
to equality.

The bench headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra termed it irrational, inde-
fensible and manifestly arbitrary.

Bhopal, Sep. 6 (PTI): Most 
private schools and petrol 
pumps in Madhya Pradesh 
remained closed Thursday, 
while markets and busi-
ness establishments in 
parts of the state were shut 
in view of a ‘Bharat Bandh’ 
call given by some groups 
against the amendments 
in the SC/ST Act.

Police said the bandh 
has been observed in a 
peaceful manner with 
no reports of violence or 
clashes so far. 

The state government 
has imposed prohibitory 
orders under section 144 
in all the districts of the 
state ans security has been 
tightened as a precaution-
ary measure.

The bandh has been 
called against the parlia-
ment amendment to the 
Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act after 
some of its provisions were 
read down by the Supreme 
Court, which was con-
strued as its dilution.

Bengaluru, Sep. 6 (PTI): Stepping up 
space cooperation, India and France 
Thursday inked an agreement to col-
laborate on Gaganyaan, ISRO’s first 
human space mission. 

The ambit of the cooperation 
includes giving ISRO access to space 
hospital facilities in France and 
combining expertise of the two space 
agencies in fields of space medicine, 
astronaut health monitoring, life 
support, radiation protection, space 
debris protection and personal hy-
giene systems, the president of the 

French space agency Jean-Yves Le 
Gall said.

India plans to send three humans 
to space before 2022. The Indian 
Space Research Organisation’s mis-
sion is significant as it would make 
India one of the four countries in the 
world after Russia, US and China to 
launch a manned space flight.

The first step under the MoU is 
to exchange specialists to work on 
(space) medicine. We are going to 
send our specialists to identify exactly 
what we are going to do together. We 

have facilities like space hospital in 
France, and so we are doing exchange 
notes on the topic, Gall said in an in-
teraction with PTI. 

The seeds of the MoU were sown 
when India and France released a 
joint vision on space cooperation 
during French President Emmanuel 
Marcon’s visit to Delhi this March.

ISRO Chairman K Sivan said the 
joint vision statement was an um-
brella agreement while today’s MoU 
was more specific to the human space 
mission. 

French-Indian space cooperation 
spans in areas of climate monitoring, 
with a fleet of joint satellites devoted 
to research and operational applica-
tions, innovation, through a joint 
technical group tasked with inventing 
launch vehicles of the future.

The two space agencies also plan 
to work on Mars, Venus and asteroids.

Gall said, “The joint Oceansat3-
Argos mission scheduled to launch 
next year, the French-Indian Trishna 
thermal infrared imaging satellite are 
being readied, and a study to develop 
a joint constellation of satellites for 
maritime domain awareness is also 
underway. 

France is one of the three coun-
tries the other two being the US and 
Russia who share robust cooperation 
in the three strategic areas of defence, 
nuclear and space.

Majority of private 
schools in the state re-
mained shut, while in 
several districts including 
Bhind, Shivpuri and Gwal-
ior, the local administra-
tion declared a holiday for 
educational institutions as 
a precautionary measure. 
Petrol pumps across the 
state have also been kept 
shut.

Brahma Samagam 
Sawarna Jankalyan San-
gathan’s national president 
Dharmendra Sharma said 
about 150 organisations of 
upper castes and OBCs are 
participating in the bandh.

The bandh is effective 
in almost the entire state, 
especially Katni, Vidisha, 
Sehore, Dewas, Indore, 
Gwalior, Jhabua, Chhat-

tarpur, Mandsaur, Sagar, 
Ujjain and other cities, he 
said.

In Chhindwara, the 
Lok Sabha constituency of 
Madhya Pradesh Congress 
chief Kamal Nath, markets 
remained shut.

“Local residents wore 
black clothes in protest 
and business establish-
ments remained shut,” 

Vyapari Sangh president 
Mahesh Chandak said.

Chhindwara Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Atul 
Singh said, “Police were 
deployed in large numbers 
as a precautionary meas-
ure to avoid any untoward 
incident.” 

Several people in Gwal-
ior, Bhopal and other cities 
were seen sporting caps 
with ‘Main hoon mai ka 
lal’ (I am my mother’s son) 
written on them. These 
words apparently referred 
to Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan’s past statement- 
‘Hamare rahte koi mai ka 
lal aarakshan khatam nahi 
kar sakta’ (No one can dare 
to end reservation as long 
as I am the chief minister).

Meanwhile, Chouhan 
appealed to the people 
saying, “Madhya Pradesh 
is an island of peace. I pray 
that we all progress and no 
one should try to disrupt 
peace in the state. I am 
available for everyone...for 
each citizen.” 
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Tokyo, Sep. 6 (PTI/AFP): Rescu-
ers scrabbled through mud for 
survivors Thursday after a pow-
erful earthquake sent hillsides 
crashing down onto homes in 
Japan, killing at least nine peo-
ple and leaving dozens of people 
missing. 

As many as 30 are feared 
buried beneath the earth and 
rubble of multiple, large-scale 
landslides that struck sparsely 
populated countryside on the 
northern island of Hokkaido af-
ter a 6.6-magnitude earthquake.

Aerial footage showed 
wrecked farm buildings at the 
bottom of a hill as rescue heli-
copters whirred overhead in a 
region already affected by the 
edge of a strong typhoon that 
ravaged parts of Japan earlier in 
the week. The quake left almost 
three million people without 
power after damage to a major 
thermal plant supplying the 
region, with Industry Minister 
Hiroshige Seko saying it could 
take “at least a week” for supply 
to be restored.

Long lines formed outside 
petrol stations and supermar-
kets as residents dug in and 
authorities warned that further 
quakes could be on the way.

Kazuo Kibayashi, an official 
in hard-hit Abira town, told AFP: 
“There was a sudden, extreme 
jolt. I felt it went sideways, not 

up-and-down, for about two to 
three minutes.” 

“It stopped before shaking 
started again. I felt it come in 
two waves. I am 51, and I have 
never experienced anything like 
this. I thought my house was 
going to collapse. Everything 
inside my house was all jumbled 
up. I didn’t have time to even 
start cleaning,” he added.

Public broadcaster NHK 
reported that nine people had 
lost their lives, many of them in 

the village of Atsuma, where the 
landslide engulfed their homes. 

Thirty-one people were still 
missing, according to the broad-
caster, with around 300 sustain-
ing minor injuries.

Moments after the initial 
quake, which struck 62 kilome-
tres (39 miles) southeast of the 
regional capital Sapporo, an af-
tershock measuring 5.3 rocked 
the area, with dozens more 
tremors felt throughout the day.

“We will do our best to save 

l i v e s ,”  Pr i m e 
Minister Shinzo Abe said after 
an emergency cabinet meeting.

Government spokesman 
Yoshihide Suga added: “I urge 
people in areas shaken by strong 
quakes to stay calm, pay atten-
tion to evacuation informa-
tion... and help each other.” 

“It’s going to rain (in Hokkai-
do). Please be very careful of 
further landslides,” the spokes-
man warned. 

Around 20,000 rescue work-

ers, including police and mem-
bers of the Self-Defence Forces 
were responding to the disas-
ter, Suga said. Another 20,000 
troops are expected to join the 
effort. Japan is still recovering 
from its worst typhoon in 25 
years, which struck the western 
part of the country on Tuesday, 
claiming at least 11 lives and 
causing major damage to an 
important airport.

The quake also caused ma-
jor transport disruption with all 

flights cancelled from Sapporo’s 
main Chitose airport, where the 
shaking brought down part of a 
ceiling and burst a water pipe. 
Local buses and trains, as well as 
bullet train services were halted. 
The Tomari nuclear power plant 
in Hokkaido, which was not 
operational before the quake, 
was forced to turn to emergency 
back-up power to keep its cool-
ing system working, NHK said.

A friendly football match be-
tween Japan and Chile planned 

for Sapporo was cancelled, 
with the Japanese FA citing the 
quake’s severe impact on power 
and transport.

Officials warned of the dan-
ger of fresh quakes.

“Large quakes often occur, 
especially within two to three 
days (of a big one),” said 

Toshiyuki Matsumori, in 
charge of monitoring earth-
quakes and tsunamis at the 
meteorological agency.

The risk of housing collapses 
and landslides had increased, 
he said, urging residents “to pay 
full attention to seismic activity 
and rainfall and not to go into 
dangerous areas.” 

And the national meteor-
ological agency warned that 
more bad weather could be on 
the way for Hokkaido, urging 
people to be vigilant for land-
slides, high tides and heavy rain.

Japan sits on the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire” where many of 
the world’s earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions are recorded.

In June, a deadly tremor 
rocked the Osaka region, killing 
five people and injuring over 
350. 

On March 11, 2011, a dev-
astating 9.0-magnitude quake 
struck under the Pacific Ocean, 
and the resulting tsunami 
caused widespread damage 
and claimed thousands of lives. 

Pyongyang, Sep. 6 (PTI/
AFP): Severe flooding in 
North Korea has killed at 
least 76 people with another 
75 missing, many of them 
children, the Red Cross said 
Thursday. 

Thousands of people 
have been left homeless af-
ter heavy rains triggered 
floods and landslides, top-
pling more than 800 build-
ings including houses, clin-
ics and schools in North and 
South Hwanghae provinces, 
leaving Red Cross volunteers 
scrambling to find survivors.

“Thousands have lost 
their homes and are in ur-
gent need of health services, 

shelter, food, safe drinking 
water and sanitation,” said 
John Fleming of the Inter-
national Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent So-
cieties (IFRC) North Korea 
country office.

“With the cold season 
around the corner, we are 
also concerned this disas-
ter will increase the risk of 
health problems and food 
insecurity for some com-
munities.” 

Impoverished North Ko-
rea is vulnerable to natural 
disasters. More than 130 
people died after floods 
struck North Hamgyong 
province in 2016, bringing 

down buildings and leav-
ing hundreds of thousands 
in urgent need of food and 
shelter.

The country’s territory is 
largely composed of moun-
tains and hills that have long 
been stripped bare for fuel 
or turned into terraced rice 
fields, allowing rainwater to 
flow downhill unchecked. 

A series of floods and 
droughts was partially re-
sponsible for a famine that 
killed hundreds of thou-
sands between 1994-98, 
with economic mismanage-
ment and the loss of Soviet 
support exacerbating the 
situation.

Washington, Sep. 6 (IANS): US President 
Donald Trump has said that Defence Secre-
tary James Mattis will remain in office, dis-
missing reports that he is looking for possible 
replacements for the Pentagon chief.

“He’ll stay right there. We’re very happy 
with him. We’re having a lot of victories,” 
Trump said on Wednesday when asked by 
reporters at the White House whether he was 
considering replacing Mattis.

The remarks came as The Washington 
Post columnist Josh Rogin wrote in an article 
that the administration has been consider-
ing possible replacements for Mattis for 
weeks.

Rogin added that no decisions were made 
yet, though White House officials expected 
that Mattis will leave his position in the com-
ing months.

The Trump-Mattis relationship was put 
under limelight a day earlier after excerpts 
from an explosive book mentioned that the 
Defence Secretary had made disparaging 
remarks about the President.

According to the book, “Fear: Trump in 

the White House”, authored by veteran inves-
tigative reporter Bob Woodward, Mattis was 
quoted as having told associates that Trump 
acted like “a fifth- or sixth-grader”.

Mattis denied earlier that he ever said 
or heard the quotes attributed to him in the 
book.

“While I generally enjoy reading fiction, 
this is a uniquely Washington brand of litera-
ture, and his anonymous sources do not lend 
credibility,” Mattis said in a statement.

Trump called Woodward’s book “a total 
piece of fiction”, while praising Mattis’ state-
ment as “beautiful”.

In a statement to The Washington Post, 
Woodward said, “I stand by my reporting”. 
According to the author, the book was based 
on hundreds of hours of conversations with 
direct players. 

Woodward has been a reporter at The 
Washington Post since 1971 and remains an 
associate editor. He is most famous for break-
ing the story of the Watergate scandal, which 
prompted the resignation of Richard Nixon 
from the presidency in 1974.

Seoul, Sep. 6 (PTI/AFP): The leaders 
of the two Koreas will hold a sum-
mit in Pyongyang in September, 
Seoul said Thursday, as Kim Jong 
Un renewed his commitment to the 
denuclearisation of the flashpoint 
peninsula.

The announcement of the Sep-
tember 18-20 summit -- the third 
between the North’s leader Kim and 
South Korean President Moon Jae-
in this year -- comes as US efforts 
to dismantle Pyongyang’s nuclear 
arsenal have stalled.

The two leaders will meet in 
the North Korean capital to discuss 
“practical measures to denuclear-
ise” the peninsula, South Korean 
National Security Advisor Chung 
Eui-yong told reporters.

Chung on Wednesday flew to 
Pyongyang where he handed over 
a personal letter from Moon to 
Kim, as Seoul seeks to kick-start the 
diplomacy that led to the landmark 
June summit between US President 
Donald Trump and the North Ko-
rean leader.

The two pledged to denuclear-
ise the Korean peninsula at the 
Singapore meeting but no details 
were agreed, and Washington and 
Pyongyang have sparred since on 
what that means and how it will be 
achieved.

However, in his meeting with 
Chung, Kim renewed his commit-
ment to that goal, North Korean 

state media said Thursday.
The two Koreas “should further 

their efforts to realise the denu-
clearisation of the Korean penin-
sula”, Kim was quoted as saying by 
KCNA.

“It is our fixed stand... to com-
pletely remove the danger of armed 
conflict and horror of war from the 
Korean peninsula and turn it into 
the cradle of peace without nuclear 
weapons and free from nuclear 

threat.” 
The pledge comes after Trump, 

frustrated with a lack of progress on 
disarmament, last month cancelled 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s 
trip to Pyongyang after the North 
reportedly sent a belligerent letter 
to the US leader.

Stephen Biegun, newly-ap-
pointed US envoy for the North, 
said last month Kim had promised 
“final, fully verified denuclearisa-

tion” at the Singapore summit.
But Pyongyang has slammed 

the Washington for its “gangster-
like” demands for complete, verifi-
able and irreversible disarmament.

Kim emphasised that his “trust 
in Trump remains unchanged” 
despite the difficulties, Chung said, 
and expressed his intention to work 
closely with the US to achieve denu-
clearisation “in the first official term 
of President Trump.” 

But the North Korean leader 
also expressed a “sense of frustra-
tion” with the international com-
munity for not appreciating what he 
called Pyongyang’s “very significant 
and meaningful” steps, Chung said.

Kim noted the North had dis-
mantled its nuclear test site in 
Punggye-ri, where nuclear tests 
“have been made impossible for 
good”, according to the South Ko-
rean envoy.

“Chairman Kim asked us to 
convey the message to the US 
that the US (should) help create 
situations where he would feel his 
decision to denuclearise was a right 
move,” Chung said.

Chung also conveyed a message 
from Trump to Kim, a presidential 
spokesman said, without elaborat-
ing.

The upcoming summit between 
Kim and Moon may help break the 
months-long deadlock after the 
Singapore summit, said Lim Eul-

chul, professor at Kyungnam Uni-
versity’s Graduate School of North 
Korean Studies.

“There is a still big gap between 
what the North considers sufficient 
goodwill gestures, like destroying 
its missile test stand or a nuclear 
test site, and what the US wants, 
including on-site verification by 
experts,” he said.

Narrowing the gap and rebuild-
ing trust between Kim and Trump is 
key in the dialogue -- if any -- ahead, 
he said, adding Kim would seek 
to send more reconciliatory mes-
sages to Trump through Moon in 
September.

North Korea has demanded 
that Washington agree to formally 
end the 1950-53 Korean War, and 
accused it of failing to reciprocate 
“goodwill measures”.

But American officials and con-
servatives in the South are con-
cerned such a declaration would 
weaken the US-South Korea alli-
ance and deprive the 28,000 US 
forces stationed on the peninsula of 
their deployment rationale.

Kim dismissed such worries, 
Chung said, and told the South 
Korean delegation that a formal 
end of the Korean War would not be 
linked to the withdrawal of the US 
troops. “But the US... does not seem 
to be ready to accept the North’s 
demand”, he told AFP.

Tripoli, Sep. 6 (IANS): A total of 63 people died 
and 12 went missing in the clashes in Libya cap-
ital Tripoli, said the Ministry of Health has said.

The announcement came on Wednesday, a 
day after the UN announcement of a cease-fire 
agreement between the warring parties.

“There have been 63 deaths and 12 missing 
so far, 159 people have been treated, and 51 
others were taken to Tunisia for medical treat-
ment,” said Tarek Al-Hamshri, director of the 
ministry’s department of wounded affairs, at a 
press conference, Xinhua reported.

Southern Tripoli witnessed violent clashes 
between government forces and militants of 
the so-called seventh brigade militia from the 
nearby city of Tarhuna, around 80 km from 
Tripoli.

“The situation in the capital of Tripoli is sta-
ble and normal,” Interior Minister Abdul Salam 
Ashour said at the press conference.

Minister of Transport Milad Matug said that 
Tripoli’s only functioning airport is expected to 
resume flights in the next 24 hours, after it was 
closed for days due to the clashes and flights 
were redirected to the international airport 
of the city of Misurata, around 200 km from 
Tripoli.

Matug confirmed that the airport has not 
been harmed, stressing that “all workers are 
ready to resume work as soon as the security 
situation is stable enough.”

The governments of France, Italy, Britain, 
and the US on Tuesday welcomed the cease-fire 
agreement in Tripoli, considering it a “critical 
step to advancing the political process in ac-
cordance with the UN Action Plan”.

Kabul, Sep. 6 (IANS): The 
death toll in a double sui-
cide bombing, claimed 
by the Islamic State terror 
group, at a wrestling club in 
the Afghan capital has risen 
to 25, a police spokesman 
said on Thursday.

The first explosion 
occurred at 5.55 p.m. on 
Wednesday after a terrorist 
shot dead a security guard 
and detonated his explo-
sive belt inside Maywand 
Wrestling Gym in Dasht-
i-Barchi neighbourhood, 
killing six sportsmen and 
injuring 10 others, Kabul 
police spokesman Hash-
mat Stanikzai told Xinhua 
news agency.

The second blast oc-
curred outside the com-
pound about an hour later. 

A bomber in a car targeted 
emergency services, po-
lice, reporters and crowd 
of people gathering near 
the site.

 At least 75 people were 
injured in the attacks.

A journalist and a cam-
eraman working for local 
TV channel Tolo News TV 
also lost their lives and four 
reporters were wounded 
in the car bomb explosion. 

Many of the injured, 
including several police-
men, remained in critical 
condition.

A f g h a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Ashraf Ghani, Chief Execu-
tive Abdullah Abdullah, UN 
mission in Afghanistan and 
journalist associations con-
demned the attack. 

According to the Com-

mittee for the Protection 
of Journalists, more jour-
nalists have been killed in 
Afghanistan than any other 
country during 2018. 

This year, 12 died in the 
violence, including two in 
Wednesday’s attack. An-
other 10 journalists were 
killed in two attacks in 
April. They included a BBC 
reporter and a well-known 
photographer who had 
written about the dangers 
of reporting in the Afghan 
capital. 

Dozens of Kabul resi-
dents have also been 
caught up in the escalating 
violence. At least 34 people 
were killed in a suicide at-
tack targeting Shias at an 
education centre in Kabul 
last month.

Race to find survivors after deadly Japan quake, landslides

Severe flooding in N  Korea kills 76 — Red Cross

Mattis to remain Pentagon chief — Trump

Two Koreas to hold summit as Kim renews denuclearisation pledge

Jakarta, Sep. 6 (IANS): A regency in the conserva-
tive Indonesian province of Aceh, where Islamic 
or sharia law is applied, has issued a ban on un-
married couples sharing the same table unless 
accompanied by family members.

The new law adopted in Bireuen also prohibits 
attending to homosexuals and serving women 
from 9 p.m, human rights activists said on Thurs-
day, Efe news reported.

According to the law signed by the mayor, Sai-
fannur, the time limit for women may be ignored 
if accompanied by a relative.

Article 10 of the regulation, approved on 
August 30, bans establishments from serving 
customers who violate sharia law, such as LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender) clients.

Article 13 underlined that it was “haram” or 
prohibited, for men and women to eat at the same 
table unless accompanied by a relative.

Aceh, located in the north Sumatra island, is 
the only Indonesian province to be governed by 
sharia law.

Actress and founder of non-profit Suara Hati 
Perempuan, Nova Eliza, joined the criticism from 
activists and local business people.

Eliza sent a letter to the city councillor on the 
grounds that the regulation interprets sharia law 
incorrectly.

She told Efe news that the regulations limited 
the freedom of working women and were detri-
mental to not just women but also businesses.

Aceh first introduced sharia law under a 
concession made by the central government to 
persuade it to abandon its aspirations for inde-
pendence and to end clashes.

Sharia law in Aceh criminalizes homosexual 
relations, adultery, gambling and alcohol con-
sumption, with caning a common form of pun-
ishment. 

Indonesia is home to the world’s largest Mus-
lim population, with nearly 88 per cent of its over 
260 million inhabitants devoted to Islam, who 
mostly practice a moderate form of the religion.

Unmarried couples 
banned from sharing 
tables in Indonesia

63 dead, 12 missing 
in Tripoli clashes

Death toll in Kabul blasts rises to 25

AP/PTI

Police search for missing persons around a house destroyed by a landslide after a powerful earthquake 
in Atsuma town, Hokkaido, northern Japan, Thursday, Sep. 6, 2018. 

AP/PTI

An injured man is brought in to a hospital following a deadly attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Wednesday, 
Sep. 5, 2018. 

AP/PTI

In this Wednesday, Sep. 5, 2018 photo provided on Thursday, Sep. 6, 2018 by South Ko-
rea Presidential Blue House via Yonhap News Agency, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
receives the letter from South Korean President Moon Jae-in from South Korean National 
Security Director Chung Eui-yong, left, in Pyongyang, North Korea. 

AP/PTI

Cars are stuck in mud covered road after an earthquake in Sapporo, Hokkaido, northern Japan, Thurs-
day, Sep. 6, 2018. 



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, September 7, 2018

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Legendary actor Dilip Kumar, who was admitted to Lilavati hospital here due to chest infection, 
has been diagnosed with mild pneumonia, his wife Saira Banu said Thursday.  The 95-year-old ac-
tor was admitted to Lilavati hospital in suburban Bandra on Wednesday.  “He is doing better now. 
The medical reports are saying a small patch of pneumonia is there. God willing, he will be out 
of it soon. But he is doing fine,” Saira Banu told PTI.  Dilip Kumar’s nephew Faisal Farooqui first 
shared the news about the actor’s ill health on his official Twitter account. “Saab has been admit-
ted to Mumbai’s Lilavati Hospital as he was bit uneasy due to a chest infection. He’s recuperating. 
Requesting your duas and prayers,” he had written. Known as the ‘Tragedy King of Bollywood’, 
Dilip Kumar has given memorable performances in films such as “Andaz”, ‘Aan’, ‘Madhumati’, 
‘Devdas’ and ‘Mughal-e-Azam’. (PTI)

Dilip Kumar diagnosed with pneumonia

3 pm, 8 pm: Paltan 
(Hindi)

11 am, 1 pm, 6 pm: 
The Nun (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

T
he music community 
of Mokokchung town 
under the banner,” 
Mokokchung sings for 
Kiphire” will be organ-

ising a night of music on Sep. 8 at 
the Town Hall in Mokokchung.

Speaking to Arsashi Ozukum, 
president of Mokokchung District 
Musicians Association (MDMA), 
who is behind the charity concert 
said, all the proceeds from the 
show will be handed over to the 
district administration of Kiphire 
through proper channel.

The president also highlighted 
that musicians and artists from 
outside Mokokchung are volun-
tarily willingly to come forward to 
perform at the event.

Arenlong Jamir, Asst. general 
secretary, MDMA, supplementing 
about the show added that the 
concert is a common endeavour 
of the people of Mokokchung as 
all the organisation and various 
student bodies under Mokokc-
hung town are actively assisting 
the MDMA towards the success of 
the show.

Meanwhile, Manpai Phom, 
ADC, lauded the MDMA for their 

noble endeavour for the victims  
affected by natural disasters in 
Kiphire district.

The ADC said that the people 
of Kiphire are not only handi-
capped at the aftermath of the 
unprecedented natural disasters 
that crippled the district but the 
mental trauma they are facing 
that should be a concern for all. 
He stated that such shows of soli-
darity by the people of Mokokc-
hung towards their Kiphire breth-
ren will go a long way in boosting 
their morale on their path of 
rebuilding their livelihood.

Manpai also appealed the 
people of Mokokchung to come 
forward and show their solidarity 
for the people of Kiphire district 
in their time of despair by attend-
ing the upcoming charity concert.

Altogether, more than fifteen 
renowned bands and artists both 
from Mokokchung town and 
outside are confirmed to perform 
at the charity concert. 

The concert will be for free 
and the donations received on the 
show will go towards the proceeds 
of Kiphire disaster victims.

Our Correspondent

To our wonderful daughter, Kewiluniliu 
Rentta, Happy Birthday! Enjoy all the 
beauty this day brings and surround 
yourself with all your favourite things. 
Thank you for being a blessing into our 
lives.

Loving parents and brother

A
n inquest into the death 
of Cranberries vocalist 
Dolores O’Riordan has 
revealed that the 46-year-
old drowned due to alcohol 

intoxication. 
O’Riordan died while she was 

in London in January this year, with 
the BBC reporting that Westminster 
Coroner’s Court found that she was 
discovered submerged in a bath at 
the Park Lane Hilton Hotel in the city 
after drinking an excessive amount of 
alcohol. It’s reported that she had no 
other injuries, with the report calling 
her death a “tragic accident”.

Her bandmates have issued a 
statement in light on the findings, 
which reads: “On January 15, 2018, we 
lost our dear friend and band mate 

Dolores O’Riordan. Today we contin-
ue to struggle to come to terms with 
what happened.

 “Our heartfelt condolences go out 
to Dolores’ children and her family 
and our thoughts are with them today.

 “Dolores will live on eternally in 
her music. To see how much of a posi-
tive impact she had on people’s lives 
has been a source of great comfort to 
us.

 “We’d like to say thank you to all 
our fans for the outpouring of mes-
sage and their continued support 
during this very difficult time.

 “We request, please, for our pri-
vacy to be respected at this time.”

The singer was due to record the 
band’s hit single Zombie with Bad 
Wolves during her time in London, 

but died before the planned studio 
session.

Tommy Vext and co subsequently 
recorded the song in tribute to 
O’Riordan and donated proceeds of 
sale to her three children.

The Cranberries’ first album Eve-
rybody Else Is Doing It, So Why Can’t 
We? in 1993 was an instant hit, pro-
ducing the singles Dreams and Linger. 
But it was the 1994 follow-up No Need 
To Argue which catapulted the band 
to success thanks to tracks including I 
Can’t Be With You and Zombie.

The Cranberries went on hiatus in 
2003 following the release of Wake Up 
And Smell The Coffee but returned in 
2009, subsequently launching their 
comeback album Roses in 2012.

Loudersound

Mkg. musicians come 
together for Kiphire

Cranberries singer Dolores O’Riordan’s Cause of death revealed

Birthday Greetings

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Who said 18 years is too early an age for one to follow a dream?
J. Yang a 12th standard student of Patkai Higher Second-
ary School, Dimapur has already set a dream on what he 
wants to become.

The young musician who grew up performing in churches, 
weddings, local concerts and various school events says he 
composes songs from his own life experiences.

Yang has also released his debut single ‘Obsessed’ which is 
available for download on indihut.com

Yang recalls how he first fell in love with music - the hymn 
lullabies his mother used to sing for him when he was just 5 
years old.

Rhythm of Love today shares an insight on the upcoming 
Naga musician.  

EASTERN MIRROR: How would you 
like to introduce yourself to those 
who haven’t heard of you yet.
J. Yang: I am J. Yang, 18 years of 
age and currently pursuing my 12th 
standard at Patkai Higher Second-
ary School, Dimapur. I am a singer/
songwriter. Since I was 5, music and 
singing has always been my passion.

EASTERN MIRROR: A brief recall of 
how your musical journey actually 
started.
J. Yang: When I was at a tender 
age of 5, my mother always carried 
me on her back and used to chant 
hymnal songs as lullaby. I remember 
a song that really brought a trans-
formation in my life and that song 
is ‘Back to Bethel’. I started to like 
that song and desperately wanted to 
learn and from that point my love for 
music winced.

EASTERN MIRROR: Which genre do 
you mostly wish to follow?
J. Yang: Gospel and Pop. 

EASTERN MIRROR: From where do 
you draw your inspiration when it 
comes to composing songs?
J. Yang: I personally have a great 
inspiration in my own daily life. As i 
experienced the sweet and  bitter days 
of my life, I am influenced greatly to 
write my life experience in my lyrics 
and music comes from there.

EASTERN MIRROR: Where do you 
see yourself ten years from now?
J. Yang: I pray and wish to see 
myself as a God fearing person and 
as a musician spreading the love for 
music through my songs.

EASTERN MIRROR:  If given a 
chance to perform with a musician 
who would you choose and why?
J. Yang: There are millions and 
billions of talented singers in this 
world and i really admire and appre-
ciate all of them; their hard-work and 
struggles they had and through all 
these circumstances they are someone 
in life. Particularly I would be ever 

grateful to whoever I’ll be given an 
opportunity to perform with. In my 
mind I have a full list of artists that I 
really want to work with. If God’s will 
brings me to a day when I’ll be per-
forming with great musicians, I will 
mark that day as the most happiest 
and gargantuan blessing in my life.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your influ-
ences.
J. Yang: As a young boy I spent my 
time watching T.V. One day, I found 
myself watching a channel where 
a show called “Britain’s Got Talent” 
was broadcasting. I was astonished 
by the singing talents they showed, 
with purity in music. And moreover 
when they sang their own songs, the 
originality motivated me to write my 
own songs.

EASTERN MIRROR: Best platform 
you have ever performed so far.
J. Yang: Back in 2015, I got an 
opportunity to present a song at my 
own village (Mongsenyimti). It was a 

year of great celebration at my village, 
marking the completion of 100 years 
centenary. I was nervous since thou-
sands of people gathered to witness 
the function. The stage was mine for 
some minutes and I sang my heart 
out. My family and relatives were 
present to see me performing and 
that platform was the best of all.

EASTERN MIRROR: Any updates for 
this year that you would wish your 
fans to know?
J. Yang: Sigh! I am planning to re-
lease more of my own singles. I would 
like to say to all my friends and fans 
to check my songs soon after releasing 
and most importantly support from 
you all is appreciated and I will be 
ever grateful to all my supporters for 
continually supporting and encour-
aging me. 

 EASTERN MIRROR: Favourite 
quote.
J. Yang: “Aim for the moon. If you 
miss, you may hit a star”.
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Vasco-Da-Gama (Goa), Sep. 6 (In-
dia Science Wire): Deccan traps 
are one of the largest volcanic 
features on the earth. Polygonal 
patterns and columnar joints in 
basaltic rocks are the most fasci-
nating structures for geologists 
and volcanologists. Now Indian 
scientists have discovered a rare, 
well developed polygonal column 
basalt structurein a village in Kol-
hapur district in Maharashtra. 

The newly discovered basalt 
flow with columnar structures is 
part of the 65.6 million year-old 
Panhala Formation, one of the 
youngest formations of the Dec-

can Traps.  
The series of spectacular col-

umns of different sizes was found 
at Bandivadevillage nearPan-
halaby researchers from Savit-
ribaiPhule Pune University, Dr 
DY PatilVidyapeeth, Pune and 
Kolhapur-based DY Patil College 
of Engineering and Technology 
and Gopal Krishna Gokhale Col-
lege.

The basalt columns are 
present in different stages of 
disintegration. They rise above 
an east-west oriented low ridge 
(about 850 meters above sea 
level), connecting two laterite-

capped tablelands. The 80 to 90 
meters thick columnar basalt 
flow occurs below the laterite, 
consisting of massive pentagonal 
columns. The diameter of the 
pentagonal shaped columns is 
about one meter. The isolated 
standing columns of different 
heights from 1 to 10 meters are 
also observed in the field. 

“The discovered site is unique 
and remarkable. The spectacular 
polygonal columns got formed 
due to weathering and erosion of 
massive columnar basalts. Tall, 
majestic columns are in different 
stages of disintegration. The site 

deserves to be recognized as a 
geo-heritage site and should be 
declared as a National Geological 
Monument,” suggested Dr K D 
Shirke, the lead researcher, while 
speaking to India Science Wire. 

Deccan Traps are the basaltic 
lava flows of Cretaceous to Eocene 
age in the geological time scale. It 
is the most extensive lava forma-
tion of the Peninsular India cover-
ing an area of about half a million 
square kilometers extending over 
large parts of Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Gujarat and some 
parts of Telangana and Karnataka. 
The formation of Deccan traps 

started about 66.25 million years 
ago. A series of volcanic eruptions 
occurred there over a period of 
30,000 years. Deccan Traps char-
acteristically show horizontal-
ity of lava flows, development 
of flat-topped hills and step-like 
terraces. Thin but extensive red-
boles separate these horizontal 
lava flows.

According to the research-
ers, the well-developed columns 
separated from each other with 
the upper horizontal capping of 
laterite are common in the Dec-
can flow in Central India but are 
rare in the nearly two km thick 
lava flows of Western Ghat escarp-
ment. In Bandivade, the columns 
are well developed and stout than 
other sites like the Giant’s Cause-
way in Northern Ireland and St 
Mary’s Islands in Karnataka.

The Panhala site is very sig-
nificant and a potential site for 
further geological studies. More 
studies are needed to understand 
site-specific characteristics of 
basalt flows and geomorphic fac-
tors responsible for differential 
weathering and erosion. 

The research team included K 
D Shirke, J D Patil, K. Bandivedkar, 
N. Pawar and Vishwas S Kale. The 
results of the study have been 
published in journal Current Sci-
ence. 

New Delhi, Sep. 6 (IANS): 
Eighty-seven per cent of 
the respondents believe 
that the need for reducing 
air pollution is the best 
reason to purchase an 
electric vehicle, a survey 
commissioned by Climate 
Trends and carried out by 
FourthLion Technologies 
showed on Thursday.

The survey was con-
ducted online from August 
21-24 among 2,178 Indian 
drivers, vehicle owners and 
those who plan to pur-
chase, own or drive a vehi-
cle in the next 10 years.

Vehicles account for 
about 24 per cent of India’s 
carbon emissions and is a 
major source for air pollu-
tion in several cities across 
the country.

According to a recent 
WHO report, 14 of the top 
20 most polluted cities of 
the world are in India.

The survey revealed 
that most drivers and ve-
hicle owners are personally 
affected by poor air quality.

Seventy-six per cent say 
they along with their neigh-
bours, friends or family 
suffer from poor air quality 
every day or are starting to 
show symptoms of being 
affected by air pollution.

Delhi seemed to be 
worst affected with 91 per 
cent of its respondents say-
ing that they or people they 
know are suffering from 
poor air quality.

Similarly, high per-
centages were recorded in 
Hyderabad (78 per cent), 
Chennai (75 per cent), 
Mumbai (74 per cent), Ban-
galore (71 per cent), and 
Kolkata (70 per cent).

Drivers and vehicle 
owners say they are ‘much 
more likely’ to consider 
purchasing an electric ve-
hicle after learning that 

‘electric vehicles reduce 
air pollution through zero 
on-road emissions’ (72 
per cent) and after learn-
ing that ‘recharging and 
driving an electric vehicle 
costs less per kilometre 
than fuelling and driving a 
petrol or diesel vehicle’ (71 
per cent).

India is the third largest 
market for automobiles 
and the world’s largest mar-
ket when it comes to two-
wheelers.

Over four million in-
ternal combustion engine 
vehicles were sold in India 
in 2017, and 81 per cent 
of those sales (20 million 
units) came from the two-
wheeler segment alone.

In comparison, accord-
ing to data from the So-
ciety of Manufacturers of 
Electric Vehicles, less than 
a million electric vehicles 
were sold in India, of which 
93 per cent were electric 
three-wheelers.

The survey indicates 
very healthy awareness 
and potential willingness 
among the respondents to 
consider purchasing elec-
tric vehicles.

However, the respond-
ents identified the lack of 
easily accessible charg-
ing infrastructure (59 per 
cent) and limited driving 
range on current battery 
packs (46 per cent) as their 
biggest objection towards 
adopting one. 

“Since we invested in 
the technology we have 
often been told that we 
were making a big mistake 
betting on battery powered 
vehicles. And today with 
the world transitioning to 
the new normal, we are rec-
ognized as pioneers in elec-
tric vehicles,” Mahindra 
Group Chairman Anand 
Mahindra said.

Bengaluru, Sep. 6 (IANS): 
Indian space agency ISRO 
has urged the country’s 
industry to invest in space 
business in a big way, an of-
ficial said on Thursday.

“We (ISRO) are not sat-
isfied with the current level 
of participation of the In-
dian industry in the space 
business, as they have only 
been vendors. We want 
them to be our partners,” 
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) Chair-
man K. Sivan said here.

“ISRO will require a 
minimum of two launches 
each month to meet the 
requirements, which gives 
industry a huge opportu-
nity to partner with us,” he 
added.

India currently has 
45 satellites in space, but 
needs at least another 59 
satellites in space over three 
years for communication, 
defence and other civilian 
needs, he said.

The ISRO Chairman 
was addressing the 6th edi-
tion of the biennial Ben-
galuru Space Expo to be 
held from September 6-8, 
in the presence of Indian 
industry, space agency rep-
resentatives from France, 
Russia, Taiwan and over 600 
delegates.

As much as 85-90 per 
cent of a Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) cost 
lies with the industry, Sivan 
said, urging the industry to 
step up participation.

Of the ISRO’s Rs 10,400 
crore allocated budget for 
three years for 40 launch 
vehicles, including 30 PSLVs 
and 10 Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicles, 

the industry can tap busi-
ness of about Rs 9,000 crore, 
he said. 

“By 2020, we want the 
industry on board to pro-
duce PSLVs and Small Sat-
ellite Launch Vehicles, so 
that ISRO can focus on the 
proposed human space 
mission by 2022,” Sivan 
said.

The agency is setting 
up six incubation cen-
tres across the country to 
promote start-ups and 
small-to-medium sized 
enterprises in the space 
business.

At a time when the 
$330-billion global space 
market is looking at huge 
growth opportunities and 
newer technologies, India 
has a huge role to play, said 
ISRO commercial arm An-
trix’s Chairman and Manag-
ing Director S. Rakesh.

“As a major space-faring 
nation, India has a larger 
role to play in the growth 
of space business, and it 
requires the industry to step 
in,” said Rakesh.

The conference on 
space technologies, with 
a theme of ‘creating dy-
namism in Indian space 
ecosystem’ will see the par-
ticipation of over 100 ex-
hibitors, 50 speakers and 
600 delegates from coun-
tries like France, Russia, US, 
UK, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Singapore. 

It will see panel discus-
sions by industry and space 
experts on Indian space 
ecosystem and launch ve-
hicles, opportunities for 
industry, space transporta-
tion and space infrastruc-
ture.

Bengaluru, Sep. 6 (IANS): To help 
researchers and academia build 
Indian language speech recognition 
for all applications where speech is 
used, Microsoft India on Thursday 
launched its Indian language “Speech 
Corpus”, offering speech training 
and test data for Telugu, Tamil and 
Gujarati.

This is the largest publicly avail-
able Indian language speech dataset 
which includes audio and corre-
sponding transcripts, Microsoft said 
in a statement. 

This Indian language “Speech 
Corpus” content is provided by Mi-
crosoft Research Open Data initiative, 
a collection of free datasets from Mi-
crosoft Research to advance research 
in areas such as natural language 
processing, computer vision, and 
domain specific sciences.

“Microsoft Indian Language 
Speech Corpus is an extension of our 
on-going efforts to reduce language 
barriers and empower Indians to 
harness the full potential of the Inter-

net,” said Sundar Srinivasan, General 
Manager, Artificial Intelligence and 
Research, Microsoft India.

“Using our technology expertise, 
we want to accelerate innovation 
in voice based computing for In-
dia by supporting researchers and 
academia,” Srinivasan said. 

Microsoft’s Indian Language 
Speech Corpus was tested at Inter-
speech 2018 conference in Hyderabad 
this month.

In a Low Resource Speech Recog-
nition Challenge, participants used 
data from Microsoft Indian language 
speech corpus to build Automatic 
Speech Recognition (ASR) systems. 

They were able to create high 
quality speech recognition models 
using this data, thus validating the 
efficacy of the Corpus, Microsoft said. 

Microsoft has been working with 
Indian languages for over two decades 
since the launch of Project Bhasha in 
1998, allowing users to input localised 
text easily and quickly using the In-
dian Language Input tool.

New Delhi, Sep. 6 (IANS): If 
you are aspiring to be a ma-
chine learning engineer or 
an application development 
analyst, you could be in high 
demand as these technology 
jobs are the fastest growing 
and is among the top 10 for 
professionals in India, Linked-
In global professional network 
site said on Thursday.

While the role of machine 
learning engineer has regis-
tered a whopping 43 times 
higher growth rate, an appli-
cation development analyst’s 
role achieved a 32 times high 
growth rate between 2013 and 
2017, revealed the “Top 10 
Emerging Jobs in India” report.

Moreover, although tech-
nology roles dominate this list, 
they are no longer limited to 
tech companies. 

Instead, tech jobs are in 
demand across sectors from 
pharma to banking and retail, 

and companies in these vari-
ous industries see a high de-
mand for talent in these roles, 
said the Microsoft-owned 
LinkedIn, with over 50 million 
members in India. 

“India’s indigenous tech 
talent has taken several global 
tech giants to success, hence it 
is no surprise that India’s top 
5 emerging jobs orbit around 
technology and core techni-
cal skills across sectors,” Feon 
Ang, VP - Asia Pacific, LinkedIn 
Talent and Learning Solutions, 
said in a statement. 

Moreover, soft skills are 
also seen as one of the most in-
demand skills and are increas-
ingly more critical to success in 
the technology age. 

“Customer Success Man-
ager (CSM),” ranked as the 
sixth emerging job in India, 
for both tech firms and non-
tech firms, is critical to help 
onboard, influence, and re-

tain customers, and soft skills 
such as communications and 
relationship-building play a 
key role here in making their 
customers successful.

“It is interesting to observe 
that soft skills such as relation-
ship building and customer 
management are equally rel-
evant for jobs of tomorrow 
-- the rise of the CSM as a top 
emerging job in Asia-Pacific is 
a key example of this trend,” 
Ang said. 

The Emerging Jobs in India 
report identifies the fastest 
growing and up-and-com-
ing jobs that saw the largest 
growth in frequency in the 
five-year-period between 2013 
and 2017. 

India is LinkedIn’s fast-
est-growing and largest mar-
ket outside the US. Globally, 
the professional networking 
platform has over 562 million 
members. 

London, Sep. 6 (IANS): Indians, 
among six nations, use more sports 
and racing game smartphone ap-
plications, a study has showed.

The study, led by researchers 
from University College Cork in Ire-
land, found that English-speaking 
countries, including the US, the 
UK, Australia, Canada and New 
Zealand, along with Japan and 
South Korea had the highest app 
usage across the board. 

This is probably due to the fact 
that almost all apps have an English 
language version.

Conversely, non-English speak-
ing countries such as Argentina, the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Ara-
bia, Qatar, Pakistan and India are 
with the lowest app usage, but are 
higher in sports and racing game 
apps, the researchers said.

Interestingly, while geography 
was found to play an important role 
in app usage, socio-economic fac-
tors also dictate mobile app usage.

“Masculine” cultures (with 
more pronounced gender roles) 
like Japan, prefer personalisation 
apps, while “collectivist” cultures 
and those with more fluid gender 
roles such as Russia seem to value 

family-related categories, educa-
tion games, and parenting.

On the other hand, “individu-
alist” cultures such as the US, fa-
voured entertainment applications 
and other leisure-related categories 
such as travel, sports, health and 
fitness, and music and audio.

“The results of our work show 
that there is a strong relationship 
between the type of apps people 
use and their geographic and socio-
economic factors, suggesting that 
these different factors should be 
taken into account when studying 
mobile data,” said Ella Peltonen, 
from the varsity.

“In addition, our results can be 
used to better target mobile apps in 
different countries, and for person-
alisation,” she added.

The results were presented at 
the ACM MobileHCI 2018 in Spain. 

For the study, the team car-
ried out a large-scale analysis of 
geographic, cultural, and demo-
graphic factors in mobile usage. 
They examined data of 25,323 
android users who used 54,776 
mobile applications in 44 countries 
across Europe, Americas, Asia and 
Oceania.

London, Sep. 6 (IANS): Consuming 
wholegrains such as a slice of rye 
bread or a bowl of oat porridge daily 
can prevent the development of Type-
2 diabetes, finds a study.

The study, led by researchers from 
the Chalmers University of Technol-
ogy in Gothenburg, Sweden, showed 
that it made no difference which type 
of wholegrain product or cereal the 
participants ate -- ryebread, oatmeal, 
and muesli, for example, seem to offer 
the same protection against Type-2 
diabetes.

What is more important is how 
much wholegrain one eats each day, 
they said.

In the study, men with the highest 
wholegrain intake -- at least 50 grams 
of wholegrain each day, correspond-
ing to a portion of oatmeal porridge, 

and one slice of rye bread --had a 
34 per cent lower risk of diabetes, 
while women had 22 per cent lower 
risk, than people who had eaten less 
wholegrain. 

“Most studies similar to ours have 
previously been conducted in the 
US, where people mainly get their 
wholegrain from wheat,” said Rikard 
Landberg, Professor at the varsity. 

“We wanted to see if there was 
a difference between different cere-
als. One might expect there would 
be, because they contain different 
types of dietary fibre and bioactive 
substances, which have been shown 
to influence risk factors for Type-2 
diabetes,” Landberg added.

For the study, appearing in The 
Journal of Nutrition, the team in-
cluded 55,000 participants, over a 

long time span -- 15 years. 
Wholegrains are defined as con-

sisting of all three main components 
of the grain kernel: endosperm, germ, 
and bran. Those who avoid all cere-
als, in an attempt to follow a low carb 
diet, therefore lose out on the positive 
health effects of wholegrain, which 
come principally from the bran and 
the germ. 

According to Landberg, cereals, 
and carbohydrates in general, should 
not be avoided in diet. 

“Carbohydrates are a very varied 
group of foodstuffs, including sugar, 
starch, and fibre. We should discuss 
these more individually, and not 
throw them together in one group, 
because they have totally different 
effects on our physiology and health,” 
Landberg noted.

Washington, Sep. 6 (IANS): 
NASA’s planet-hunting Kepler 
space telescope has woken up 
from yet another slumber and 
begun collecting science data 
again, the US space agency 
has said.

It began collecting science 
data on August 29 for its 19th 
observation campaign. 

“After being roused from 
sleep mode, the spacecraft’s 
configuration has been modi-
fied due to unusual behaviour 
exhibited by one of the thrust-
ers,” NASA said in a statement 
on Thursday. 

“Preliminary indications 
are that the telescope’s point-
ing performance may be 
somewhat degraded. It re-
mains unclear how much fuel 
remains; NASA continues to 
monitor the health and per-
formance of the spacecraft,” 
it added.

In July, NASA placed the 
spacecraft, with 2,650 con-
firmed planets, in a hiberna-
tion-like state in preparation 
to download the science data 
collected in its latest observa-
tion campaign.

On August 3, Kepler suc-
cessfully began download-

ing its store of sci-
ence data from 
its Campaign 18 
and then went 
i n t o  s l e e p 
m o d e  a f t e r 
downloading 
Campaign 
18 data on 
August 24. 

Launched in 
2009, the Kepler 
mission is spe-
cifically designed 
to survey our region of the 
Milky Way galaxy to discover 
hundreds of Earth-sized and 
smaller planets in or near the 
habitable zone and determine 
the fraction of the hundreds of 
billions of stars in our galaxy 
that might have such planets.

Among other findings, 
recently 24 new planet dis-
coveries were made using 
data from the 10th observa-
tion campaign, adding to the 
spacecraft’s growing bounty of 
2,650 confirmed planets.

The Kepler space tel-
escope, which is now 94 mil-
lion miles away from Earth, 
has survived many potential 
knock-outs during its nine 
years in flight, from mechani-

cal failures to being blasted by 
cosmic rays. 

NASA in April launched 
another planet-hunting 
spacecraft, the Transiting Exo-
planet Survey Satellite (Tess). 

After the Kepler space tel-
escope, Tess is the second 
spacecraft which will search 
for planets outside our solar 
system, including those that 
could support life.

Rare basalt columns found in village in Kolhapur People want electric 
vehicles to reduce air 
pollution — Survey

ISRO urges India Inc. to 
invest in space business

Microsoft releases Indian language 
‘Speech Corpus’ for researchers

Technology jobs are fastest growing for 
Indian professionals — LinkedIn

Indians use more sports and 
racing game apps — Study

Eat rye, oats, or wheat daily to ward off diabetes risk

Planet hunting Kepler telescope wakes up again — NASA

Unique horizontally jointed columns with vertical stacked blocks. Exposed weathered columns further East in Bandivade village.

Washington, Sep. 6 (IANS): 
Using data from NASA’s Cas-
sini spacecraft, scientists 
have spotted a surprising 
feature emerging at Saturn’s 
northern pole as it nears 
summertime -- a warming, 
high-altitude jet stream with 
a hexagonal shape.

The vortex is akin to the 
famous hexagon seen deep-
er down in Saturn’s clouds, 
according to the finding 
published in the journal Na-
ture Communications. 

The results suggest that 
the lower-altitude hexagon 
may influence what hap-
pens above, and that it could 
be a towering structure hun-
dreds of miles in height.

“The edges of this newly-
found vortex appear to be 
hexagonal, precisely match-
ing a famous and bizarre 
hexagonal cloud pattern we 
see deeper down in Saturn’s 
atmosphere,” said lead au-
thor of the new study Leigh 
Fletcher of the University of 
Leicester in Britain.

When Cassini arrived 
at the Saturnian system in 
2004, the southern hemi-
sphere was enjoying sum-
mertime, while the northern 
was in the midst of winter. 

The spacecraft spied a 
broad, warm high-altitude 
vortex at Saturn’s southern 
pole but none at the planet’s 
northern pole. 

The new study reports 
the first glimpses of a north-
ern polar vortex forming 
high in the atmosphere, as 
Saturn’s northern hemi-
sphere approached sum-
mertime. 

This warm vortex sits 
hundreds of miles above the 
Clouds, in the stratosphere, 
and reveals an unexpected 
surprise. “The mystery and 
extent of the hexagon con-
tinue to grow, even after Cas-
sini’s 13 years in orbit around 
Saturn,” Cassini project sci-
entist Linda Spilker said. 

“I look forward to seeing 
other new discoveries that 
remain to be found in the 
Cassini data,” Spilker added.

New six-sided jet stream 
spotted at Saturn’s north pole
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Sensational Saurabh smashes junior 
record for gold at world championships

Mokokchung schools battle it out 
at inter-school football tourney

Italian tennis player Schiavone retires

Won't pressurise Messi to return — AFA

Marcelo aiming to end career at Real Madrid

Nishikori downs Cilic to 
reach US Open semi-finals

3-match suspension for PSG forward 
Mbappe for shoving opponent
Paris, Sep. 6 (IANS): Paris Saint-Germain 
forward Kylian Mbappe was handed a 
three-match suspension from the French 
Professional Football League (LFP) for 
shoving opponent in last weekend's Ligue 1 
match against promoted side Nimes.

The 19-year-old Mbappe put PSG 3-2 
up with a spectacular shot, but was sent 
off as he angrily shoved Nimes player Teji 
Savanier onto the ground following a bad 

foul. Savanier was also shown a red card for 
his foul. reports Xinhua news agency.

Talking about his retaliatory action, 
Mbappe said that he would not hesitate to 
do the same thing again.

Mbappe has notched four goals in three 
appearances for PSG this season. 

He will miss the next three domestic 
matches against Saint-Etienne, Rennes and 
Reims, it was announced on Wednesday.

Mo k o k c h u n g , S e p. 6 
(EMN): The inter-school 
football tournament or-
ganised by the Mokokc-
hung District Football As-
sociation under the aegis of 
the District Education Of-
fice kicked off on Thursday 
at the Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex in Mokokchung. 

Talinangla, the district 
education officer of Mo-
kokchung, attended the 
inaugural function as its 
chief patron. 

Ten schools are partici-
pating in the tournament. 
Six matches were played 
on the first day of the tour-
nament.

In the first match, play-
ers of Children School 
beat Town Hr. Sec. School 
1-0. In the second match, 
Senayangba Govt. Hr. Sec. 
School beat Clark Memo-
rial Hr. Sec. School 2-1. 

The third match of the 
day was played between 
Straightway Hr. Sec School 
and 2nd NAP Hr. Second-
ary school, with the NAP 

New York, Sep. 6 (IANS): 
Francesca Schiavone, who 
became the first Italian 
woman to win a Grand 
Slam singles title when she 
captured the 2010 French 
Open, has announced her 
retirement from profes-
sional tennis.

"For me, it's a very im-
portant moment of my 
life," an emotional Schia-
vone said on Wednesday 
at a press conference at 
the USTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Centre in 
New York, where the 2018 
US Open is being held, 
reports Efe.

"I arrived at this deci-
sion to say goodbye to ten-
nis with my heart. Because 
my head, when I arrived 
here, said 'Please go to the 
court, to fight.'"

"But my heart says that 
I'm in peace like this," the 
38-year-old former world 

No. 4 added. "I'm very 
happy about my career, 
my life and everything."

The 38-year-old also 
reached the French Open 
final in 2011 and was a 
trailblazer among Italian 
female tennis players, sev-
eral of whom -- Sara Errani 
(2012 French Open run-
ner-up), Flavia Pennetta 
(2015 US Open champion) 
and Roberta Vinci (2015 
US Open runner-up) -- 
also earned a place in ten-
nis history.

Schiavone enjoyed a 
long and mostly injury-
free career in which she 
did not miss a single Grand 
Slam event between the 
2000 French Open and the 
2018 French Open.

That was a span of 73 
tournaments, although in 
three of those major events 
she failed to qualify for the 
main draw.

The Italian was un-
dersized at 5-foot-5 (1.66 
meters) but made up for 
her lack of power with her 
tremendous fighting spirit 
and strategic sense.

Schiavone also had a 
great deal of variety in her 
game, hitting both heavy 
topspin and slice with her 
elegant one-handed back-
hand and also displaying 
skill at the net (most nota-
bly in her victory over Aus-
tralia's Sam Stosur in the 
2010 Roland Garros final).

Although she had hov-
ered at around the 100 spot 
in the rankings in recent 
years, she did not compete 
at either Wimbledon or the 
US Open in 2018 and her 
ranking plunged outside 
the top 400.

Schiavone said her fu-
ture plans likely include 
taking on a role as the 
coach of an elite player.

Buenos Aires, Sep. 6 
(IANS) : Claiming that 
Lionel Messi has given 
Argentina much more 
than he has received in 
return, Argentine Foot-
ball Association (AFA) 
President Claudio Tapia 
said on Thursday that he 
will not put any pressure 
on the FC Barcelona star 
to return to the fold.

" We  h a v e  t o  b e 
thankful. He has done 
a lot for the national 
team and we have re-
paid him in the worst 
possible way," Tapia 
was quoted as saying by 
ESPNFC.

Messi has taken an 
indefinite break from the 
Argentina squad after 
captaining them to the 
round-of-16.

Interim head coach 

Madrid, Sep. 6 (IANS) : Real Madrid's 
veteran left back Marcelo insists that 
he wishes to end his career playing 
for the record European football 
champions, quashing the recent 
rumours of him moving to Juventus.

The 30-year-old is known to be 
close to Portuguese star forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo, who left Madrid 
to join Juventus in July, and was con-
sequently also linked with a move to 
the Italian powerhouse.

However, in an interview on 
Real Madrid TV, the Brazilian inter-
national said he wanted to end his 
career playing in Madrid, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

"I'm very happy at Real Madrid, 

it's my home and I've got many 
years left on my contract. I'm very 
happy here," said Marcelo, who 
added it was "good" to talk because 
"there are always rumors and it's 
tough for me to have to continually 
show I want to be here and can play 
here".

"I want to be at Madrid for many 
years. I'm very calm about it all and 
I want to continue at Real Madrid... 
I'm as hungry as when I was 18 years 
old. I'll be here until the end," he 
insisted.

Marcelo played a crucial role in 
Real Madrid winning four Champi-
ons League titles in last five seasons.

Despite doubts following Ron-

aldo's departure and Zinedine 
Zidane's decision to step down as 
coach, Madrid have kicked off the 
season with three wins in three 
games and sit just behind FC Barce-
lona in the La Liga table.

"I feel great. I'm eager to keep 
improving in every match and every 
training session. We're going down 
a very positive path. It's the early 
stages, just the very beginning of the 
season, but we're feeling fantastic," 
said the defender, who praised the 
work of new coach, Julen Lopetegui.

"The coach has come in to help 
us. We're looking good both with 
and without the ball," he com-
mented.

New York, Sep. 6 (AFP):  
Kei Nishikori reached the 
US Open semi-finals on 
Wednesday, holding on 
for a 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7/5), 
4-6, 6-4 victory over Marin 
Cilic -- the man who beat 
him in the 2014 final.

Japan's Nishikori, who 
missed last year's US Open 
after a season-ending 
wrist injury, joined com-
patriot Naomi Osaka in 
reaching the semis -- the 
first time that a Japanese 
man and woman have 
reached the last four in the 
same Grand Slam.

Nishikori,  the 21st 
seed, will take on either 
1 3 - t i m e  G r a n d  S l a m 
champion Novak Djokovic 
or 55th-ranked Australian 
John Millman for a place 
in the final.

Ni s h i k o r i  s t u n n e d 
then-world number one 

Djokovic in the semi-finals 
in 2014 to become the first 
man from an Asian coun-
try to reach the champion-
ship match of a Major.

But he hasn't returned 
to a Grand Slam final 
since, falling in the US 
Open semis in 2016.

Ranked as  high as 
fourth in the world in 2015, 
Nishikori made a cautious 
return to competition ear-
ly this year, finally finding 
enough confidence and 
consistency to put togeth-
er a quarter-final run at 
Wimbledon. Against Cilic 
he labored for 4 hours and 
8 minutes.

"It was really tough, 
especially in the end I was 
up 3-2 and he came back 
-- I don't know why but 
it's always a battle with 
Marin," said Nishikori, 
who stretched his career 

record over the seventh-
seeded Croatian to 9-6.

Nishikori appeared to 
be in control of the fifth set 
with a break for a 3-1 lead.

He  h a d  t w o  g a m e 
points  for  a  5-2  lead 
but a double fault and a 
backhand wide opened 
the door for Cilic, who 
stormed through, shout-
ing "Got it!" when he se-
cured the break to narrow 
the gap to 4-3.

But Nishikori broke 
Cilic in the final game, 
capturing the match with 
a blistering service return.

"I try to fight every 
point," said Nishikori, who 
boasts an impressive re-
cord in decisive sets.

"Especially in the end 
I really focus on every 
point," he said but added: 
"I wish I don't go to five 
sets every time." 

Changwon (South Korea), Sep. 6 
(PTI): Asian Games gold-medallist 
Saurabh Chaudhary claimed a 
record-shattering gold in the ju-
nior 10m air pistol event while the 
senior shooters fetched a men's 
team silver but failed to impress 
individually at the ISSF World 
Championships here Thursday.

In the junior competition, 
Arjun Singh Cheema settled for a 
bronze in the same event and the 
Indian team took the silver, pro-
pelled by Chaudhary's phenom-
enal individual performance.

India also picked up a silver 
medal in the junior men's trap 
team competition with Aman Ali 
Elahi, Vivaan Kapoor and Mana-
vaditya Singh Rathore shooting 
a combined score of 348 to finish 
second behind Australia.

In the senior competition, 
Abhishek Verma, Om Prakash 
Mitharwal, who claimed the 50m 
pistol gold, and Shahzar Rizvi 
pocketed the team silver with a 
combined score of 1738 in men's 
10m air pistol.

The 16-year-old Chaud-

hary, who won the Asiad gold 
last month, qualified third with 
a score of 581 before shooting 
down his own world record with 
a score of 245.5 in the final. Singh 
managed 218 once the field was 
pruned to eight following the 
qualifying round.

Chaudhary first set a world re-
cord in the 10m air pistol event at 
the International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) Junior World 
Cup in June.

Korean Hojin Lim, who made 
the finals as the top qualifier, fin-
ished second with a final score of 
243.1 for the silver medal.

The Indian team of Chaud-
hary, Singh and Anmol, who could 
not make the individual final, 
claimed the silver with a com-
bined score of 1730.

The gold was snared by the 
Korean team, which broke the 
world record with its total of 1732. 
Russia picked up the bronze with 
a score of 1711.

However, there was disap-
pointment for senior shooters 
in the individual competition of 

the 10m air pistol event. Asiad 
bronze-medallist Abhishek Verma 
raised hopes for a medal by quali-
fying third for the 10m air pistol 
event for men.

However, the lawyer-cum-
marksman disappointed with an 
eighth place finish in the final 
after shooting a score of 118.

Korea's Jin Jongoh claimed 
the gold in this event. The local 
favourite was tied on a score 
of 241.5 with Russia's Artem 
Chernousov but prevailed in the 
shoot-off.

India did not return empty 
handed though with the team 
of Abhishek Verma, Om Prakash 
Mitharwal, who claimed the 50m 
pistol gold, and Shahzar Rizvi 
pocketing the team silver with a 
combined score of 1738.

In junior trap, Aman shot the 
best among the trio, his 118 in 
qualification taking him to the 
six-man final. He ended sixth. 
Aman had to also overcome a 
four-man shoot-off to get to the 
final.

In women's trap, Common-

wealth Games gold-medallist 
Shreyasi Singh managed 110 out 
of 125 to finish 34th, followed by 
Seema Tomar (108 out of 125 to 
finish 41st) and Varsha Verman 
(107 out of 125 to finish 42nd). 
The team signed off eighth with a 
combined score of 325. 

India ended day five with an 
overall total of 14 medals which 
includes four gold, six silver and 
four bronze. They lie third in the 
medals tally behind Korea and 
Russia.

So far, Anjum Moudgil and 
Apurvi Chandela are the only 
Indian shooters to secure quota 
places for the Olympics by win-
ning a silver and finishing fourth 
respectively in the women's 10m 
air rifle event.

Though the two shooters have 
secured quotas, as per the stated 
policy, the National Rifle Associa-
tion of India (NRAI) will take the 
final call on selection, based on 
the aggregate scores of shooters 
(in international tournaments 
and selection trials) leading up to 
the Olympic Games.

Kei Nishikori, of Japan, celebrates after defeating Marin Cilic, of Croatia, during the quarterfinals of 
the U.S. Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, Sep. 5.

Players of SGHSS, in blue, and CMHSS in action during the MDFA inter-school football tournament 
at the Imkongmeren Sports Complex in Mokokchung on Sep. 6.

Members of the Nagaland Association of Kickboxing Organisation along with the Minister of Public Health Engineering Department 
(PHED) minister Jacob Zhimomi on Sep 5 in Dimapur. The contingent will be participating in the 24th IAKO National Kickboxing 
Championship that will be held from Sep. 6 to 9th in Mapusa, Goa.  The contingent was financially aided by the minister for the 
tounament as informed through an update from the organisation. 

To kick and box

Lionel Messi

Altrura football 
tournament begins
Dimapur, Sep. 6 (EMN):   
The 5th  Altrura Open 
football tournament, un-
der the aegis of Altrura 
Society commenced on 
Thursday on the theme, 
‘Dream, Believe, Achieve’ 
at Chumukedima  Town 
Local Ground.

A statement from the 
society informed today 
that the Thejavizo Nakhro 
the  EAC and Adminis-
trator of Chumukedima 
Town Council  as the 
special guest during the 
opening ceremony. 

Altogether 21 teams 
from different parts of 
Nagaland will be par-
ticipating in the 10-day 
event. In the opening 
match played between 
Sumi Boys and  Legend 
Cmd Town the former 
with 4-2 goals emerged as 
the winner.

players taking the game 
1-0. 

An excit ing fourth 
match between Govt. Hr. 
Sec. School Mkg village and 
Model Higher Secondary 

school ended with Model 
Hr. Secondary winning the 
match 2-1.

In the fifth match, Chil-
dren School trashed Chu-
chuyimpang Govt. School 

with seven goals. 
Mayangnokcha Govt. 

Hr. Sec. School won the 
sixth match of the day by 
beating Senayangba Govt. 
Hr. Secondary School 3-0. 

Lionel Scaloni said 
Messi's absence will 
be felt.

"We miss him. But 
we have to let him be, 
in peace. He has to en-
joy his family, his life. 
We shall see what hap-
pens later," he told TyC 
Sports. 

"Once we have a 
project, a name (new 
full-time coach), we will 
see what Leo thinks."

Messi is yet to win a 
major trophy with his 
country despite com-
peting in five World 
Cups and eight Copa 
Americas.

The 31-year old 
has scored 65 goals in 
128 appearances since 
making his debut with 
Argentina in August 
2005.


