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Students of St. Stephen Higher Secondary School of Dimapur wait for their turn to perform on stage 
during a Teacher’s Day programme in Dimapur.
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‘If dissatisfied, resign’ teachers told 

Mirror Takes

Yep... It's still a disturbed 
area but the disturbance is 

shared equally now.

ENtErtaiNmENt

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 5 (EMN): The 
annual status of education 
report 2017 says that only 
30.4% of students in the 
age group 14-18 years in 
Nagaland can successfully 
do simple division arithme-
tic as against the national 
average of 43.1%. Calcula-
tion and evaluation can be 
managed by only 37.7% of 
the children compared to 
the national average of 50%. 
Only 19.6% of children in 
the age group in the North-
east region can do basic 
arithmetic compared to the 
national average of 37.7%. 

It also revealed that high 
school teachers struggle 
with teaching students be-
cause most of the students 
have weak elementary foun-
dation. This gives Nagaland 
the dubious distinction of 
having a weak academic 
base.

This was stated by advi-
sor for School Education KT 
Sukhalu during the Teach-
er’s Day celebration at the 
NBCC convention centre 
in Kohima on Sep. 5. He 
said that the schools’ poor 
performance especially in 
mathematics and science 
was not encouraging. It is 
very much below the na-

Number says it all: Nagaland, 
NE students poor in math 

NDPP on its way out, NPF claims in a slug 

Ao Senden clears air on impasse with Naga Hoho ‘An upgrade for Dimapur 
railway station please’ 

‘Quality of students depend 
on quality of teachers’ 

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
The president of the Naga-
land Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) unit, Temjen Imna 
Along, has appointed leg-
islator Mmhonlumo Kikon 
the Chief Whip of the BJP 
Legislature Party with effect 
from Aug. 29. This was stated 
in a circular that was issued 
by the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly, updates from the 
DIPR informed on Thursday.  

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): The 
joint co-ordination commit-
tee (KC) and the Nagaland 
Tribes Action Committee 
(NTAC) have requested the 
chief minister of Nagaland 
to examine and ‘overhaul the 
entire Nagaland Municipal 
Act of 2001, which will do 
away the loopholes in the 
existing Act, including the 
women reservation issue.’ 
The organisations issued a 
copy of a representation ad-
dressed to the chief minister, 
on Wednesday.

‘Most of the demands 
have been fulfilled in due 
course, including the rev-
ocation of the resolution 
taken on 24 November 2016 
by the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly in connection 
with ULB election,’ the state-
ment read. ‘However, the 
most important demand for 
amendment/repeal of the 
Nagaland Municipal Act of 
2001 has not been fulfilled 
till date. On the contrary, it 
has come to our knowledge 
that the present government 
has appointed a Cabinet 
sub-committee to examine 
the 33% women reservation 
issue instead of taking steps 
for amendment/repeal of 
the Nagaland Municipal Act, 

2001 which is overdue.’ 
“To examine the issue 

on women reservation is 
only a part to the said Act of 
2001. Instead of piece-meal 
exercise wasting precious 
public money and time, it 
would be more appropriate 
and reasonable to exam-
ine and overhaul the entire 
Act, which will do away the 
loopholes in the existing 
Act, including the women 
reservation issue,” the JCC-
NTAC stated. 

The groups referred to a 
resolution from a meeting 
of all tribal apex organisa-
tions of the state with the 
JCC and NTAC in the APO 
hall in Kohima on Feb. 7 
2017: "The ULB election 
in Nagaland state cannot 
be held until and unless 
amendments are made in 
the Nagaland Municipal 
Act, 2001 by safeguarding 
the powers conferred under 
Article 371-A of the Consti-
tution of India." 

The JCC and the NTAC 
at Kohima has requested the 
chief minister to take steps 
for amendment/repeal of 
the Nagaland Municipal Act 
at the earliest before holding 
the ULB elections. 

Continued on page 3

ULB: CM asked to 
overhaul municipal law; 
instate inquiry member 

M u m b a i ,  S e p .  5 
(IANS): The rupee 
plunged to a fresh 
record low of 71.79 
to a dollar during the 
morning trade session 
on Wednesday.

Around 11.40 a.m. 
the rupee traded at 
71.76 to a dollar before 
it touched 71.79 -- the 
lowest ever mark -- 
against the greenback.

The rupee had ear-
lier touched 71.75 to 
a dollar around 10.40 
a.m. on Wednesday.

The Indian rupee 
opened the day's trade 
at the Inter-Bank For-
eign Exchange Market 
at 71.44-45 to a dollar 
from its previous close 
of 71.58 to a green-
back.

According to Ani-
ndya Banerjee, Dep-
uty Vice President for 
Currency and Interest 
Rates with Kotak Se-
curities, the weakness 
in the country's equity 
and bond markets led 
to the rupee's fall.

Rupee 
slips to a 
new low; 
touches 
71.79/$ 

Kikon is BJP 
Legislature 
Party’s 
Chief Whip 

Mick Jagger hints at ‘new tunes’ 
from Rolling Stones  |  P10

Tyson to visit India for MMA  
league |  P11

Rafale fighters quietly fly into India 
amid uproar over alleged scam | P8
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tional average, he said. The 
teachers are reminded to 
reorient, update their skills, 
and change their teaching 
methods to keep pace with 
ever-shifting demands of 
academics and to cope with 
the challenges. 

The officer said that the 
formative years of child-
hood i.e., six to eight years, 

is globally acknowledged to 
be the most critical period 
for lifelong development. 
Sukhalu pointed to the need 
to stimulate and enrich the 
physical and psychological 
environment to enable the 
child's mind to develop its 
full potential.

“The issue of tribe, lan-
guage, religion, race, food 

habits or any such thing 
should never be a ground 
for you to treat your stu-
dents differentially,” Su-
khalu said. The teachers 
were also reminded not to 
shame students who give 
wrong answers. Rather their 
courage in ‘answering out 
loud’ should be appreci-
ated, besides encouraging 

students to speak out and 
question.  He opined that 
students should not pas-
sively accept everything 
they are told. Education is 
successful when students 
begin to question what they 
are taught, he said. 

“Be fair in your treat-
ment of students, they are 
still in such a malleable and 
vulnerable stage of their 
lives and they will remem-
ber the example you have 
set. The things they see in 
your class room will stay 
with them for life” he added. 
Shortage of teachers
Sukhalu informed that the 
only delay in deploying 
teachers is due to an ongo-
ing court case on the issue 
of seniority. Nonetheless, 
he reminded the headmas-
ters and subject teachers 
especially mathematics and 
science at high and higher 
secondary to ensure that 
the students do not suffer 
for want of teachers and are 
well-prepared for examina-
tions. Teachers can take a 
pledge today that all gov-
ernment high and higher 
secondary school will not 
repeat ‘zero’ results in 2019, 
he suggested.

Continued on page 3

Dimapur, Sept. 5 (EMN): The opposition 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) asserts that the 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) is ‘utterly disillusioned’ and the 
‘heyday of the government is numbered 
which is for everyone to easy guess.’ The 
opposition party’s press bureau issued a 
press release as the bout between the NPF 
and the ruling party continues.  

‘(It) is crystal clear that the ruling gov-
ernment under (chief minister) Neiphiu Rio 
is utterly disillusioned with no priorities for 
economic development other than grap-
pling and mumbling words of frustration in 
media. We understand the shaky position of 
minority-led government and cracks that 
are emerging gradually within the coali-
tion. The heyday of NDPP led government 
is numbered which is for everyone to easy 
guess,’ the NPF asserted. 

The NPF referred to Rio’s speech at the 
74th anniversary of the Khonoma Rupfüno 
at Khonoma village, that the development 
of the state was hampered because of 
disunity amongst the Naga people. “Unity 
or disunity is related to Naga political issue 

only and not related to state development.  
The government should not throw the 
blame for its failure on development upon 
the people,” the opposition stated.

To the People’s Democratic Alliance 
government’s assuring to repair roads in 
the state particularly those in the district 
headquarters ‘in 30, 60, 100 days,’ the NPF 
stated: “However, the public is the best 
witness, whether such commitment from 
the chief minister’s mouth bear any fruits 
or not.”

On the issue of opposition leader TR 
Zeliang’s academic qualification, the NPF 
claimed that “the case has been already 
settled by the hon’ble court.” 

The NPF went on to assert that “despite 
this fact, the NDPP is trying to resurrect 
the issue which only shows their despera-
tion that TR Zeliang is the chief minister 
in waiting.  They know that TR will take 
over the moment PDA government falls 
which is very imminent. They don’t have 
any programme for the people than to only 
raise the certificate issue in all their press 
statements.”

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): The Ao Send-
en has issued a statement seeking 
to clarify the ongoing spate in Naga 
Hoho, which has seen a number of 
tribal organisations disassociate from 
the latter. The Ao Naga community 
apex gave accounts of a number of 
events in a statement that was issued 
on Wednesday.

In the backdrop of the Naga Hoho’s 
stand supporting the Nagaland gov-
ernment’s recognition of the Rongmei 
tribe as an indigenous Naga tribe of 
Nagaland, the statement began, the 
Ao Senden had asked the Naga Hoho 
to retract its statement, ‘which was not 
responded to positively.’ 

‘Therefore, until Naga Hoho re-
tracts its statement, Ao Senden de-
cided to disassociate from Naga Hoho 
in a meeting called on September 23, 
2016,’ the statement read.

The Ao Senden then asked P Chu-

ba Ozukum, the Naga Hoho’s presi-
dent, to relinquish office on Nov. 11 
2016; he being a representative of the 
Ao tribe to the Naga Hoho. 

The statement read: ‘In response to 
this, the Naga Hoho in a press release 
published on 22/11/2016 “resolved 
not to allow” P Chuba Ozukum to re-
linquish his post stating that “P Chuba 
Ozukum’s departure from Hoho does 
not arise at this juncture as it would 
prove to be detrimental at the interest 
of the Nagas in general.’

Consequently, Ozukum was ex-
communicated from the Ao com-
munity ‘for not adhering to the call of 
Ao Senden.’ However, the statement 
read, he approached the Senden 
and “requested us to revoke his ex-
communication.” The Ao organisation 
then held a meeting on Nov. 21 2017 
during which it resolved to ‘reconsider 
and withdraw his excommunication.’ 

“Some tribal Hohos appeared to be 
exerting undue influence on the Naga 
Hoho, going to the extent of trying to 
call meetings usurping the functions 
of the president.  Therefore, on May 25, 
2018, Ao Senden conveyed to the Naga 
Hoho and its speaker to call for a meet-
ing at the earliest and in the proper 
procedure,” the statement read. The or-
ganisation said to clarify the matter ‘to 
clear the air surrounding the issue of Ao 
Senden’s position on its relations with 
the Naga Hoho as many concerned 
Naga citizens have been making public 
statements without knowing the status 
of our respective positions.’

“If it is not affable for only a few 
tribal Hohos to drive the bandwagon 
of Naga Hoho, then Ao Senden is of 
the opinion that it is now high time all 
Nagas came together on a common 
platform and progress in unison,” the 
statement read.

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): A group 
of railway contractors have ap-
pealed to the authorities of 
Dimapur railway station to do 
something about infrastructure 
and facilities at Nagaland’s only 
railway station. A union called 
the All Nagaland Railway Con-
tractors’ Union (ANRCU) issued 
a copy of a letter on Wednesday, 
addressed to the principal chief 
commercial manager of NF 
Railway at Maligoan.

The station comes in the 
‘A’ class category, the union 
reminded. ‘However, till today 
there is no proper facilities and 
the commuters of the Dimapur 
railways station have been fac-
ing lots of hurdles...’ the union 
lamented.

First, the union stated, an-
nouncements at the station 
should use “Nagamese” (a 
crude mixture of Naga, Ahom, 
and Hindi common in the re-
gion) also. It is the “local lan-
guage” of Dimapur and Na-
galand in general, the union 
asserted and requested the sta-
tion to make arrangements so 

that announcements are made 
in Nagamese too.

Further, the union com-
plained about lack of “fan” and 
food stalls. ‘Due to lack of proper 
fan, the commuters have been 
facing lots of problems in the 
station and the installation of 
big fan like that of a fan which is 
installed at Gauhati Railway Sta-
tion has become very necessary,’ 
the union stated. Commuter 
at the Dimapur railway station 
also face ‘lots of problem due to 
the absence of any 24x7 fast food 
stall,’ the group explained.

Another issue that the union 
pointed to was the aesthetics of 
the station: paint. The union 
requested the railway authori-
ties to paint the surroundings 
of the station ‘with the picture 
traditional Naga culture, giving 
an opportunity to showcase the 
diverse rich culture of the Nagas 
to the travellers.’

The aforementioned ad-
ditions would greatly help the 
reputation of Dimapur Railway 
Station and ‘upgrade’ it, the 
union stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 5: A com-
bined Teacher’s Day was 
celebrated in Dimapur on 
Wednesday at the Christian 
Higher Secondary School’s 
Convent Hall.  The additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Dimapur, Albert Ezung, was 
the special guest of the event. 

Addressing the teach-
ers, Ezung said that “most 
youths today opt for lucra-
tive jobs concerning with 
power and authority as 

profession, but very few 
are attracted to teaching as 
profession.” He paid trib-
utes to the young teachers 
and encouraging them to 
consider teaching a work 
that is more than a profes-
sion. He pointed out that 
renowned institutions in 
the country like the Indian 
Institute of Management 
and the Indian Institute 
of Technology are raising 
concerns at the country not 
producing enough teachers, 

as students would opt for 
corporate jobs. 

“The quality of a student 
depends on the quality of 
faculty,” he said, adding 
that teachers should be in 
a position to inspire their 
students to become teach-
ers in the future.

The commissioner also 
made a comparison be-
tween the kind of teaching 
in the past and the present 
generation. 

Continued on page 3

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon briefing visiting officers, seated, from the Centre. (DPRO)

Central team in Wokha assesses monsoon damage

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): The five-
member inter-ministerial central team 
(IMCT), which is currently in Naga-
land assessing the damage caused by 
the recent monsoon rains, has reached 
Wokha on Sep. 5. The team is assessing 
areas in Wokha affected by floods and 
landslides. Updates on Wednesday 
said that the team interacted with 
members of the Wokha District Disas-

ter Management Authority and allied 
departments. The team is said to have 
visited Ralan and Bhandari area of the 
district to examine the damage caused 
by the monsoon.

The DPRO update stated that the 
deputy commissioner of the district, 
Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, briefed 
the IMCT members about the situa-
tion in Wokha. He apprised the team 

about the measures that were under-
taken such as setting up relief camps 
in the flood-affected areas in Bhandari 
and Ralan sub-divisions. He gave them 
updates about damage to roads and 
bridges; human-elephant conflict, 
and the requirements for immediate 
repairs to damaged infrastructure; 
and the aid to the affected people of 
the district. 

The agitating Nagaland RMSA Teachers Associa-
tion (NRMSATA) has kept their agitation ‘on hold.’

“In view of the invitation received from the 
government to arrive at an amicable solution 
through dialogue, the association has decided to 
keep the agitation on hold temporarily,” an email 
from an ID with the group’s initials handle stated 
in a late night mail. Independent confirmation 
could not be had as this edition was going to the 
press when the email arrived at the news desk.  

The governor of Nagaland PB Acharya has con-
gratulated the Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party’s (NDPP) Secretary-General Abu Metha for 
him being selected by the government of the 
United States in a special exchange programme 
on "Regional Project for Asia Pacific, South and 
Central Asia" under the aegis of the Interna-
tional Visitor Leadership Program. "I am sure 
your participation in this programme will benefit 
our country India in formulating policies for the 
overall development of the country. Your selection 
to IVLP is recognition of your leadership quality,” 
said Acharya in a statement late Wednesday night. 
He said, “It is an opportunity to experience the 
richness and diversity of American political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural life,” and has wished 
the former Eastern Mirror editor success.

NRMSATA keeps stir on hold

Gov. congratulates Abu Metha

UPDATES
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YouthNet organises exposure 
trip for village leaders

YouthNet officials along with Kigwema village leaders and trainees during exposure trip to Shillong and 
Mawlynnong village in Meghalaya.

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
As a result of the home-
stay training programme 
organised by YouthNet, 
leaders and other stake-
holders of Kigwema vil-
lage, while recognising the 
tourism potential, have 
collectively decided to 
make the village a model 
village of homestay in Na-
galand. 

A team of 13 partici-
pants including the Kig-

wema village leaders and 
trainees of the homestay 
programme undertook 
two-day exposure trip to 
Shillong and Mawlyn-
nong- Asia’s cleanest vil-
lage (2003) in Meghalaya 
which was coordinated 
by YouthNet. The expo-
sure trip was sponsored 
by NLA Speaker Vikho-o 
Yhoshü. 

An update from Youth-
Net stated that the team 

visited Bara-bazaar, one of 
the most bustling market-
place; Mawphlang, a sa-
cred forest; and Mawlyn-
nong village.

The participants in-
teracted with homestay 
owners in the village and 
visited major tourist sites. 
The exchange in knowl-
edge and learning from 
the village’s collective ef-
fort to maintain cleanli-
ness has been beneficial.

Gov. thanks Sushant Singh 
Rajput, fetes Abu Metha 
Dimapur, Sept. 5 (EMN): 
The Governor of Nagaland, 
PB Acharya has extended 
appreciation to Sushant 
Singh Rajput on behalf of 
the people of the state, for 
his kind and generous ges-
ture towards the people of 
Nagaland who are badly 
affected by the incessant 
rain. 

In an appreciation letter 
addressed to the film actor, 
the Governor stated that 
the contribution of INR 1.25 
crore towards the Nagaland 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund 
was really encouraging and 
expressed confident that 
people will follow the good 
gesture and come forward 
to help Nagaland at this 
crucial hour.  

“We require help and 
assistance of large hearted 

people of our country to 
rebuild the affected lives,” 
the governor added. 

The Governor also con-
gratulated Abu Metha, sec-
retary general of the Nation-
alist democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) on being se-
lected by the United States 
Government to participate 
in a special exchange pro-
gramme on the subject 
“Regional Project for Asia 
Pacific, South & Central 
Asia” under the aegis of the 
International Visitor Lead-
ership Program (IVLP)

“I am sure your partici-
pation in this program will 
benefit our Country India in 
formulating policies for the 
overall development of the 
Country” Acharya stated. 
The Governor wished him 
success.  

Org. invites applicants for ‘Redesigning X’
Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
The Coming Generation 
( TCG) a Kohima based 
non-governmental organ-
isation unveiled ‘Rede-
signing X’ in the Scholars 
Ambience Hall at the TCG 
main office in Kohima on 
Sep. 5.

‘Redesigning X’ is an 
avenue to accelerate trans-
formation of humanity. 
Through this project the 
participants will be given 
a platform whereby they 
can share their innovative 
ideas a prototype ready 
for investment for the ex-

ponential growth of our 
society. This competition 
is designed with the mo-
tive of inviting ideas and 
innovation from the young 
people who have the po-
tentiality to impact our 
society. This was stated in a 
press release received from 
the program coordinator, 
Vimenu Richa.   

The participants can 
choose any one topic out 
of the four topics - ‘Ex-
ponential Agriculture’, 
‘Education System for the 
Future’, ‘Safe and Clean 
Transportation’ and ‘Dis-

aster Resilience and Cli-
mate Change Adaption’. 

To take part in the 
competition participant 
are asked to send in synop-
sis of the interested topics 
and their personal profile 
along with contact details 
on or before Sep. 20. A 
period of three months 
will be provided to the 
participants for physical 
pitching. 

The Coming Genera-
tion will fund the best in-
novation/ prototype on 
the focused topics of ‘Rede-
signing X’ for the start-up.

ENPO mourns leader’s demise
Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland Peo-
ples’ Organization (ENPO) 
has mourned the demise 
of Hamnyei Phom, former 
president of the Phom Peo-
ples’ Council (PPC) on Sep. 
4 at in NEIGRIMS Hospital 
in Shillong. The organisa-
tion said Phom was an ac-

tive and committed social 
worker who had worked at 
the grassroots for his tribe 
in particular and eastern 
Nagaland in general. 

“He shall be remem-
bered for his endurance 
and selfless contribution 
towards the people of 
Eastern Nagaland, who in-

stantly was also a signatory 
to the statehood demand 
of ENPO (Frontier Naga-
land),” the ENPO stated. 

Further, it conveyed 
condolences to the be-
reaved family members 
and prayed for the depart-
ed soul to rest in eternal 
peace. 

AR opens assistance centers 
for SSC online application
Dimapur, Sept. 5 (EMN): 
The 5th sector of Assam 
Rifles has opened registra-
tion/ assistance centers for 
those interested candidates 
who want to join the Indian 
security forces through the 
Staff Selection Commission 
(SCC). 

A press release received 
here on Wed. informed that 
the Government of India, 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
has invited application from 
eligible candidate for the 

post of constable (general 
duty) in Central Armed 
Police Force, NIA and SSF 
and rifleman (general duty) 
in Assam Rifles for 54953 
vacancies (male - 47307, 
female -7636). The last 
date for online registration 
through www.ssconline.nic.
in has been fixed on Sep. 
17 2018. 

The mode of selection 
will be through compu-
ter based online examina-
tion, physical efficiency 

test, physical measurement 
(physical standard test) and 
medical examination. 

Therefore, to facilitate 
the candidates for on-
line registration, the As-
sam Rifles has opened 
assistance centers at Ko-
h i m a  ( 0 9 4 0 2 4 3 8 0 2 1 ) , 
Chieswema (9862629920, 
7 6 9 8 5 6 1 4 3 2 ) ,  Wo k h a 
(9612235270, 03860242510), 
P h e k  ( 0 6 3 7 5 1 4 0 4 3 9 , 
03865223627) and Kiphire 
(7005646321, 9862826806). 

NMC 
orders ID 
in leave 
notes
Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
The deputy registrar of the 
Nagaland Medical Council 
(NMC), Dr. Kevilhulie Me-
yase has informed all the 
allopathic doctors in Naga-
land practicing modern sci-
entific system of medicine 
that medical certificates for 
leave and fitness must bear 
signature or thumb mark 
and at least one identifica-
tion mark of the patient and 
NMC registration number of 
the doctors (a standard per-
forma lay down by Medical 
Council of India (MCI) and 
attached as Appendix - 2).

It stated that all the phy-
sician shall display registra-
tion number and recog-
nized medical degree(s) 
accorded to him/her by 
the NMC/MCI (MCI Code 
of Ethics 1.4); allopathic 
doctors from other states 
for short term practice in 
clinic/hospitals or medi-
cal camps will be allowed 
only after they are regis-
tered under NMC ( Section 
16(6) of NMC Act 2014); 
and foreign/NRI doctors 
coming for the purpose of 
short term medical prac-
tice/research/training are 
required to get temporary 
permission from the MCI 
and report to the Nagaland 
Medical Council (Section 14 
(1) Indian Medical Council 
Act 1956).

STATE

Students’ unions demand deployment of officers  in Tobu area State IAP to observe World 
Physiotherapy Day 
The Indian Association of Physiotherapist, Nagaland 
branch will be observing the World Physiotherapy Day 
in association with Nagaland Physiotherapist Associa-
tion (NPA at Don Bosco Auditorium in Dimapur) on 
Sept. 8 at 11 am. It has informed that there will also 
be a general session. All registered and non-registered 
physiotherapist in the state have been requested to 
attend the programme. 
Any agenda to be discussed can be kindly forwarded 
to concern NPA officials. For more information, one 
may contact 9862459280 or 7005203398.

AYO to organise discourse      
at Kuda village 
The Angami Youth Organisation (AYO) will be or-
ganising a discourse on ‘Demographic Threats’ on 
Sep. 8 at Jotsoma Community Hall, Kuda Village 
A-Khel, Dimapur at 11 am. Savi Liegeise, Kelhouseto 
Nakhro and Ruokuolhou Angami will speak on the 
topics ‘Demographic threats’, ‘Merits and demerits 
of Bengal Frontier Regulation Act 1873’ and ‘Anga-
mis on prioritising work culture responsibility.’ All 
the Chakhroma village councils, youth and women 
organisations, churches and student bodies have 
been asked to send at least two delegates each to the 
programme. All the Angami senior citizens, intel-
lectuals, senior leaders, and concerned citizens from 
the community have also been requested to attend 
the discourse.

Maram students to host NSF 
federal assembly 
The Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) will be holding 
its 4th federal assembly for the tenure 2017-19 on Sep. 
8 at Tumuyon Khullen village, Senapati district in Ma-
nipur. The assembly would be hosted by the Maram 
Students’ Union. The federal assembly speaker in-
formed the session would begin from 10 am. He has 
requested all the federating units, sub-ordinate bod-
ies, tribunals and senior leaders of the NSF to attend 
the aforementioned programme.

PGC alumni convenes 
emergency meeting 
The Phek Government College Alumni Association 
has convened an emergency meeting on Sep. 7 at 
PWD rest house in Phek town at 3 pm. The asso-
ciation convener stated that the meeting has been 
called to discuss on the work progress towards 
NAAC activities and selection of office bearers. All 
the members are requested to attend the meeting 
without fail.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): Two stu-
dents’ unions - Mopong Hong-
kong Students’ Union (MHSU) 
and Tobu Area Students’ Union 
( TASU), on Wednesday said 
that the people of the area are 
undergoing immense hardship 
due to non-posting of govern-
ment officers and demanded 
the state government to  deploy  
the administrative officers at the 
two areas. 

In a joint representation ap-
pended by the MHSU president, 
L Khole and TASU President 
Sangti Konyak, while seeking 
immediate intervention into the 
grievances faced by the citizens 
of the two areas, said that latest 
state govt. order on reshuffling 
and transferring of  administra-

tive officers as well as the current 
natural calamities have left the 
public of these two areas to face 
untold hardships especially with 
regard with to dealing with gov-
ernment office works and short-
age of essential commodities.   

 “It is genuine fact to note that 
the two areas have been com-
pletely cut-off from rest of the 
state by massive landslide and 
floods in several places following 
the heavy downpour of incessant 
rains in the region,” the two stu-
dents’ unions stated. 

 The unions said that the 
public, mostly passengers, had 
to travel 8-12 kms by foot from 
the village till the blocked zone 
to catch taxis. Saying that the 
roads are pathetic and lives are 

miserable beyond imagination, 
the representation stated that the 
journey is rocky in the muddy 
highway. 

“We are anxiously waiting for 
a change to arrive in the region 
as we are concern of the herald 
“Change is coming,”” the repre-
sentation stated. 

It also stated that the absence 
of administrative officers in all 
the administrative circles viz. 
EAC Tobu, EAC and SDO  Mon-
yakshu and EAC Mopong have 
adversely affected the areas in 
all spheres. 

The two students’ bodies,  
termed the recent government 
order as “Prank risqué” towards 
the people of these areas be-
cause the incumbent has been 
extracted out from their respec-
tive postings in terms of general 

reshuffle vacating the later with-
out reliever. They stated that “if 
such is the matter of ‘change,’ it is 
the terrifying fact of the Govt that 
enhance corruption in contrary 
to lust for luxury city-life”. 

Saying that the public of the 
area are left in ‘chaos having 
no options whom to address 
their grievances at times of law 
and order situation’ due to the 
absence of the administrative of-
ficers, it stated that students too 
are gravely affected in delaying 
to get the indigenous, schedule 
tribe and PRC and that many of 
the students have failed to pro-
duce the required documents for 
necessary purposes within the 
stipulated date and time. 

It said that 45 govt. run 
schools have been established 
under Tobu sub-division, and 

even though DEO Mon was 
assigned to take in-charge for 
SDEO Tobu, delay in posting 
of separate SDEO at Tobu sub-
division for last seven months 
starting from Feb. have badly 
affected the academic session as 
the number of teachers, which 
are very minimum compared to 
schools of other districts, have to 
travel as far as 140 kms taking at 
least two days to reach the Mon 
HQ because of the pathetic road 
condition. 

“Under the stated grave 
grievances, the two students 
body in the larger interest of the 
public seek the Govt for imme-
diate redress and intervention 
by deploying the administrative 
officers at the anticipated head 
quarters,” the two students’ un-
ion stated in the representation.

Longleng celebrates Mongmong festival 

John Tsulise Sangtam along with Sangtam Union of Longleng during on the occasion of Mongmong festival.

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
The Sangtam Union of 
Longleng district celebrat-
ed its 2nd Mongmong fes-
tival with gaiety at the dep-
uty commissioner’s (DC) 
residence in Longleng on 
Sept 4, with Fr. Charles 
from St. Joseph Secondary 
School, Longleng as the 
special invitee.

The event was host-
ed by DC Longleng John 
Tsulise Sangtam. The DC 
welcomed the dignitar-
ies, in-laws and special 
invitees. He spoke on the 
importance of the festival 
in bringing the people to-
gether.

Men folk of Sangtam 
community presented 
“Longmi Khi” a traditional 
folk song. Ethnic fusion 
song was presented by 
the In-laws. DIC General 
Manager Longleng Akhaba 
Sangtam highlighted the 

significance of Mong-
mong.

The programme was 
attended by Phom Peo-
ples’ Council, Phomla 

Hoichem, head of depart-
ments, Phom Students’ 
Conference, Dobashis, 
chairman and head GB of 
neighbouring villages, pas-

tors from different church-
es, executive secretary of 
the Phom Baptist Christian 
Association, public leaders 
and other well-wisher. 

NSRLM officials visit NERLP implementation sites 

O Athel Lotha and program officials with SHG federation members in Peren during their visit to NERLP 
implementation sites.

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
As a prelude to the up-
coming joint workshop 
for developing phase-over 
strategies and policies, 
the Nagaland State Ru-
ral Livelihoods Mission 
(NSRLM) under DAY-
NRLM, MoRD and the 
North East Rural Liveli-
hoods Project (NERLP) 
under DoNER (Develop-
ment of Northeast Re-
gion) visited the NERLP 
implementation sites in 
Peren on Sep. 3 and 4th. 

The 15 member team 
was led by Athel O Lotha, 
addl. secretary of Rural 
Development who is also 
the mission director of the 
NSRLM.

In an updates, the 
state project manager 
stated that the addl. secy.  
shared about the objec-
tives of thir visit. She said 
that the visit was in pursu-
ance with the ministry’s 
directive of NERLP phase 
over to NRLM by 2019-20, 
to understand the project 
HR policy and structure; 
systems policy and struc-
ture; community insti-
tutions and community 
cadres’ protocols and 
structure; and livelihoods 
interventions. 

While appreciating the 
commendable progress 
that NERLP has achieved 
in Peren and Tuensang 
districts, Lotha reiterated 
that cross learning of the 
respective programme 
implementations would 
facilitate building syner-
getic strategies and poli-
cies for the imminent 
phase over. 

To the community 
members, she expressed 
satisfaction to see them 
work together towards 
socio-economic uplift 
within their community. 

Assuring continued 
support of NSRLM to the 
community institutions 
once it is phased over, the 
bureaucrat expressed her 
positive feeling that the 
community institutions 
will continue to strength-
en as sustainable institu-
tions in no time at all. 

The release also in-
formed that the District 
Project Manager, Peren, 
Ruuvil ie  Kotsu high-
lighted the project goals 
and objectives, structure, 
achievements and inter-
mediary impacts at the 
meeting. 

The team visited sev-
eral sites in and around 
Peren district to under-
stand the workings of the 
community institutions; 
development groups on 
natural resource man-
agement; learning busi-

ness resource centre; feed 
mill production centre; 
hygienic modern abat-
toir; producer groups on 
spices; weaving and loom 
production unit; pro-
ducer groups on piggery; 
producer organisations 
on different livelihoods; 
and roadside market.

During the interac-
tive session with the self 
help group federation 
members, Chief Operat-
ing Officer M Rollan Lotha 
appreciated the NERLP 
team on the commend-
able social capital (SHGs) 
and the community assets 
created. 

Appreciating on the 
commitment and pas-
sion of the community 
members in nurturing 
their institutions towards 
sustainability, the officer 
assured that even post 
phase is over, they would 
c o n t i n u e d  a s s i s t a n t 
through NRLM till such 
time they are sustainable 
on their own.

While disseminating 

the broad framework of 
NRLM to the members, 
he said that the commu-
nity members being “in 
the heart of both the pro-
grams” it can be under-
scored only when there 
is substantial increase in 
income at the household 
level. 

As the exit of NERLP 
from Peren and Tuensang, 
he expressed the need 
for the program team as 
well as the community 
members to think beyond 
NERLP and in the lines of 
sustainability of the com-
munity institutions and 
assets created through a 
registered cluster/block 
federation as financial 
intermediary beyond vil-
lage level. 

The imperativeness 
of regular coordination 
and cross learning of best 
practises between NSRLM 
and NERLP to ensure the 
individual community 
households remain at the 
centre of both the pro-
grams was reiterated. 

Term govt. order ‘prank risqué’

JTYO complains against Jio 
poor connectivity at Jalukie 
Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
An organisation called the 
Jalukie Town Youth Or-
ganisation (JTYO) on Wed. 
complained of poor Jio mo-
bile connectivity at Jalukie 
circle and said that the sub-
scribers and citizens are  
facing much difficulties 
and hardship for the past 
many days. 

A press release issued 
by the JTYO President, Ad-
abe Rao and Gen. Secy. Adi 
Haihing, questioned why 

the company introduced 
the service in the town if it 
cannot provide satisfactory 
service to the subscribers 
and consumers despite 
knowing the fact that the 
number of Jio mobile sub-
scribers are increasing in 
the town day by day.  

 “Therefore, either the 
company solve the prob-
lem and provide better 
network or leave the town 
for better interest of the 
public,” the JTYO stated.
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Take up teaching profession very 
seriously — Tongpang Ozukum 

No Teachers’ Day for 
639 RMSA teachers 

57th Teachers’ Day celebration from across the state

Number says it all...

‘Quality of student depends ...

ULB: CM asked ...
From page 1

Nagaland honours its teachers on the occassion of  57th Teachers’ Day 

STATE

EM Images

(Left) Tongpang Ozukum. (Right) Students of Jubilee Memorial School presenting a choral during the 57th Teacher Day celebration at Town Hall, Mokokchung.

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , Se p. 5 
(EMN): PWD Minister, 
Tongpang Ozukum on 
Wednesday urged the 
teachers to take their  
profession very seriously 
and to consider teaching 
as the mother of all profes-
sions. 

Speaking as the special 
guest at the 57th Teacher 
Day celebration organized 
by AKM at Town Hall, the 
minister said that celebrat-
ing teachers’ day should 
not be an obligation or a 
compulsion, but should be 
considered as a bounden 
duty for the nation as a 
whole to give the high-
est respect and honour to 
teachers who are consid-
ered as ‘nation builders’.

 He conveyed heartfelt 
gratitude to the teachers for 
giving impeccable contri-
bution in the field of educa-
tion and also for making a 
positive impact on the lives 
of the young minds. 

To teach something 
that is written in the book 
may be easy but under-
standing the mind of the 
students, their desire, their 
likes and dislikes, their 
psychology and finally to 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sep. 5: Even as 
the teaching community 
all over the country are 
being honoured on the oc-
casion of the 57th Teacher’s 
Day on Wednesday, it was 
a sad day for 639 teachers 
serving in 146 government 
high schools who were re-
cruited under the Rash-
triya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan (RMSA) in 2016. 
The teachers under the 
aegis of NRMSATA 2016 
batch teachers hace been 
boycotting classes since 
Aug. 27 against an Office 
Memorandum (OM) which 
directed  the teachers to ac-
cept a reduced pay.

The RMSA 2016 batch 
teachers have taken their 
discontentment in the 
form of agitation in Kohi-
ma-which would have co-
incided with Teacher’s Day, 
if it was not called off by the 
Nagaland RMSA Teachers’ 
Association (NRMSATA) 
as a mark of respect to the 
teachers’. 

The NRMSATA 2016 
had converged in Kohima 
on Sept. 4 from across the 
state for the agitation which 
was termed as unlawful by 
the administration. 

“The association had 
sought permission from 
the district administra-
tion but was denied on 
the directives of the govt. 
on the claim that they had 
deposited the pending sal-
ary of the RMSA 2016 batch 
teachers”, said NRMSATA 
2016 batch president Sao 
Venuh. 

“However, unless our 
salaries are credited in our 
account, we will not accept 
their justification”, he said.   

“Even after our permis-
sion for agitation was de-
nied, the association went 

ahead with the peaceful 
sit-in putting in our energy 
on Sept. 4.

 We came and voice 
out what we were sup-
posed to do and made 
our points clear. The most 
crucial issue is for revoca-
tion of OM and the rea-
son behind our agitation 
was for the govt. to revoke 
the OM which directs for 
deduction of salary”, af-
firmed Sao.

Venuh, speaking  with 
Eastern Mirror through 
telephone on the eve of 
Teacher’s Day, said it was 
unfortunate that the RMSA 
2016 batch teachers had 
to resort to such means as 
the teachers are helpless 
and are compelled to do 
so, to send a message to the 
authorities, to demand for 
their rights. 

‘Respecting the auspi-
cious day and we as teach-
ers decided not to take our 
agitation on Sept. 5 but 
have sought permission 
to continue after Sept. 5 
which the association was 
yet to be granted’, commu-
nicated Venuh.  

“As teachers we want to 
observe the day with our 
colleagues, along with the 
state teaching fraternity 
and the students’ and we 
are also not contented that 
we have to miss an auspi-
cious day. 

But it was a crucial time 
for the teachers at this junc-
ture to demand our rights”, 
lamented Venuh.

“It was the first time, 
since our appointment, 
that we are missing Teach-
er’s Day. Although it does 
not make us happy, we 
have become an object of 
uncertainty with an uncer-
tainty employment”, Venuh 
asserted.   

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): Along 
with the rest of the country, Vari-
ous districts and sub-division 
across Nagaland celebrated the 
57th Teachers Day on Sep. 5. The 
day was marked by the students 
of various schools to honour the 
teachers for their contribution 
in the society as well as to com-
memorate the birthday of Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. 
MGM College 
The MGM College celebrat-
ed Teachers’ day at its college 
premises in Dimapur on Sept. 5.
An update from the school in-
formed that the event was con-
ducted under the initiative of 
Arts Club. Students of 1st and 3rd 
semesters organised varieties of 
programme to commemorate 
the day. Speeches were given by 
the principals, teachers, and the 
students.

In another session, MGM 

Higher Secondary School cel-
ebrated the event with variety 
of cultural items by the students 
of nursery to higher secondary 
classes. 

Gifts were distributed to all 
the faculty members by students 
and from St. Thomas Mission 
Society.
Dimapur Mission Hr. Sec. School
The Dimapur Mission Higher 
Secondary School celebrated its 
annual Teachers’ Day along with 
the rest of the nation at Town 
Fellowship, Dimapur Ao Baptist 
Arogo in Dimapur.

A press release from the school 
informed that the programme 
started with an invocation and a 
speech by the school leader, Ki-
hoto. One of the board members, 
Dr. Jamedi Longkumer, overtook 
the presentation to the staff and 
‘teacher of the year award,’ which 
was received by assistant teacher, 

Lolenmongla Longchar. He also 
delivered an exhortation to the 
students and the teachers by 
portraying the examples of deeds 
and achievements made by Dr.  
Radhakrishnan’s as a teacher.
NIIT, Dimapur Centre   
NIITians of Dimapur Center 
organised teachers’ day celebra-
tions on Wed. as a mark of respect 
towards their faculties. 

A press release received here 
informed that the Director of 
NIIT Dimapur, Ajay Sethi, while 
speaking at the programme, 
thanked all the faculty members 
for their continued sacrifices for 
the betterment of the students’ 
community as a whole. 

The release also informed 
that the Tech mentor, Lungdsuo 
Mozhui was adjudged the king 
while Marion Rongmei became 
the queen through a lucky draw. 

Kekhrieneinuo and friends 

presented a song while Nancy 
Shukla spoke on behalf of the NII-
Tians. Vishal Singh Bardewa, NIC 
faculty, shared his views on life’s 
possibilities through five stories, 
the release stated.
Tuensang
Tuensang district celebrated the 
Teachers’ Day event inside the 
Govt. Hr. Sec. School Auditorium 
with Rev. Achu Chang of Chang 
Baptist Lashong Thangyen as 
resource person. An update from 
DIPR informed about the event.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Rev. Chang congratulated the dis-
trict teachers’ awardees for their 
commitment to the students. He 
said that teachers should be a vi-
sionary to change the perspective 
of societies and teachers must be 
updated. 

“Teachers must lead the stu-
dents in such a way that they 
must become someone in life,” 

said Chang. He then quoted Ivan 
Welton Fitzwater’s words, “Future 
of the world is in my classroom 
today.”

Earlier in the programme, 
an invocation prayer was pro-
nounced by the pastor Tenyimi 
Baptist Church Tuensang, Sentilo 
Seb. 
Zunheboto
 Zunheboto district celebrated 
the 57th Teachers’ Day at its Town 
Hall.
An update from DIPR informed 
that 15 teachers were awarded 
with district teachers’ award. 
Speeches on behalf of students 
were given by Cornerstone Hr. 
Sec. School and Sovishe Memo-
rial Government High School 
Zunheboto. 
Pughoboto sub- division 
Joining with the rest of the coun-
try, Pughoboto sub-division cel-
ebrated the 57th Teachers’ Day 

He said teaching has undergone a 
change in a few years’ time. Unlike 
teaching in the old days when it 
was a one-way communication, 
“It has become complex and de-
manding now,” he said. “With the 
revolution in technology, students 
are loaded with information,” the 
officer reminded. It is the duty of 
a teacher to organise those knowl-
edge and make them relevant for 
students, he said, urging the teach-
ers to recognise talent in a student 
and to bring out the best in them.

“Children look up to us as their 
role models and it is our duty to 
guide them in the right perspec-
tive,” he asserted. He has asked 
teachers to update their knowledge 

especially in soft skills to relate 
more with students. 

The commissioner also la-
mented over the present day situ-
ation where people are becoming 
less humane, competitive, and 
self-centric. He said: “values of 
respecting, honesty, hardworking, 
sense of togetherness, are fading.” 
Therefore, he encouraged teach-
ers to educate students to become 
a good human being so they can 
become responsible in the society.

Further, Ezung said that life in 
the remote areas is “very difficult” 
and one should be privileged to 
have been working and serving at 
Dimapur. He encouraged; “let us 
try to give more than 100% and do 

justice.”
The commissioner closed his 

speech by quoting an American 
writer, William Arthur Ward’s, “The 
mediocre teacher tells. The good 
teacher explains. The superior 
teacher demonstrates. The great 
teacher inspires.”  

The sub-divisional education 
officer of Dimapur district, T Kiyelu 
Yeptho, in his welcome address 
said; “we are not only a teacher 
but we are the managers of the 
world’s greatest resources that is 
our children.” 

Also, the principal of govern-
ment higher secondary school, Sin-
grijan, P Aienla Longkumer, spoke 
about the significance of teachers’ 

day. She urged the teachers to 
ponder upon where they stand 
today. ‘We (teachers) considered 
ourselves better than others, but, 
let us all be hard on ourself and 
examine ourselves,’ she said.  

As teachers, one can do so 
much good and our students are 
the reflection, she said. She encour-
aged teachers to take their profes-
sion seriously and be committed 
to what they do. 

Altogether 22 teachers from 
both the private and government 
have been awarded with the dis-
trict award 2018, with 13 teachers 
from government schools and 
nine teachers from the private 
schools.

‘Unsatisfied teachers 
should resign’
Sukhalu has termed un-
fortunate the many agita-
tions by teachers in Naga-
land; that certain sections 
of the teaching commu-
nity would resort to agita-
tions to seek fulfilment of 
demands.

“This is a democratic 
country where no one is 
forced to work against 
his/her wishes. Every job 
both in government and 
private sectors has terms 
and conditions and in-
dividuals seeking jobs 
are aware of the nature 
of employment before 
applying for the job,” the 
officer said. 

He added that indi-
viduals who are not satis-
fied with the terms of their 
service should not con-
tinue in service and can 
tender their resignation.

Biometric attendance soon 
Teachers are reminded that the authorities will be 
introducing soon the Aadhaar-linked biometric at-
tendance system for schools. Teachers are asked to 
submit their Aadhaar numbers to the department 
without further delay.  

The officer also directed all ‘attached teachers’ 
to resume their duties by joining their assigned 
school without delay.

Fifteen teachers were 
awarded with the state 
level teachers award for 
2018: Takurenla, GMS Tu-
li-C, Mokokchung; Naro-
tola Imchen, LFHSS, Ko-
hima; Roseline Komuha, 
St Mary’s Cathedral HSS, 
Kohima; Loreni Ngullie, 
GMS, Wokha town sector-
A, Wokha; Sheela Thapa, 
Sacret Heart School, Mon; 
Mesehol Kweho, GHS, 
Kigwema, Kohima; P 
Athisiva Krishnan, St. Paul 
HSS, Dimapur; Petekhrie-
o Sekhose, GHSS, Peren; 

Niekhochi Venuk, GHS, 
Phek village; Debasis 
Mahata, GHS, Yangphi, 
Kiphire; Santosh Kumar 
Tiwari, El Beth School, 
Kiphire; Mahadeb Ma-
hapatra, GHS, Yachem, 
Longleng; Subhash Ku-
mar, GHS, Kuthur, Tuen-
sang; S Hamloi Konyak, 
GHSS, Mon and VP Ghu-
vishe Zhimomi, GHSS, 
Satakha.

KT Sukhalu also an-
nounced that Thursday 
would be a holiday for all 
schools in the state. 

Judicial inquiry 
commission
Likewise, the JCC-NTAC 
has requested the gov-
ernment to appoint a 
member of the judicial 
inquiry commission that 
was to probe the firing 
incident at Dimapur on 
Jan. 31 2017.   

‘The government of 
Nagaland has constituted 
a Judicial Inquiry Com-
mission on the firing in-
cident at Dimapur on 
31th January, 2017 with 
clear terms of reference 
including the period of 
completion of the inquiry 
by the commission. In-
spire of the long lapse of 
time, the inquiry com-
mission is yet to submit 
its report,’ the represen-
tation read.

The JCC-NTAC stat-
ed to have learned that 
one of the members of 
the commission had re-

signed and that the panel 
was not in a position to 
proceed with the inquiry 
due to lack of quorum. 
“It is also learnt that the 
commission has written 
to the government for ap-
pointment of a member 
in the commission. How-
ever, no appointment has 
been made till date. 

The period of com-
pletion of the inquiry is 
also expired and it ap-
pears the government 
has not passed any order 
extending the time for 
completion of the in-
quiry,” the representation 
stated. 

The JCC-NTAC has re-
quested the government 
to appoint a member to 
the commission and to 
issue appropriate orders 
extending the time along 
with a stipulated date for 
early completion of the 
inquiry. 

“THROUGH HUMANITY TO PEACE”

INDIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY
(Constituted under Act XV of 1920)

NAGALAND STATE BRANCH
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

INVITATION
The Indian Red Cross Society, Nagaland State Branch (IRCSN) cordially invites 

you to attend the Ceremonial Function of the 32nd Annual General Meeting 
of the Society to be held on 6th September 2018 at 11:00 AM at the Red Cross 

Conference Hall, Kohima.

Mr. P. B Acharya, the Hon’ble Governor of Nagaland & President, IRCSN will 
deliver the Presidential address.

Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Nagaland & Vice-President IRCSN 
will deliver the Vice-Presidential address.

Mrs. Abeni TCK, Chairperson will preside over the function.

Sd/-
( Dr. Kepelhusie Terhüja )
General Secretary, IRCSN  

K-1845

Through this column, we would like to express our 
profound gratitude to each and every individuals, 
relatives, friends, neighbours, churches and well wishers 
who stood by us physically, spiritually and financially 
during the illness and at the ultimate demise of our 
beloved Lt. Mr KEDOCANYÜ RHITSO on 01/09/2018. 
We are truly indebted to:
1. Sechü Zubza Baptist Church
2. Sechü Zubza Village Council
3. Sechü Zubza Youth Organisation 
4. Directorate of School Education (DOSE), Nagaland
5. District Education Officers and  Staff (DEO) Kohima 
6. Officers and staff SDEO Kohima
7. NCF NEIGRIHMS 
8. NEIGRIHMS Doctors & Nurses, Shillong
9. Doctors and Nurses Naga Hospital Kohima (NHK)
10.  Angami Student Union , Shillong 
11.  Angami  Gazetted Officers Krotho (AGOK)
12.  Western Angami  Gazetted Officers Krotho (WAGOK)
13.  Executive and members of NSEAOA
14.  SSA Teachers Association

We deeply regret our inability to thank each and every 
individuals but it is our prayers that God almighty bless 
you all abundantly.

”In the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, 
promised before the beginning of time” Titus 1:2

Born: 01/03/1959 Died: 01/09/2018

Loving wife, children & relatives
 K-1849
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mould and shape them to 
become responsible citi-
zens in the society is not 
easy but teachers have ac-
cepted that responsibility; 
and for that they deserve to 
be acknowledged, Ozukum 
remarked.

Asserting that students 
look up to their teachers as 
their role model, the min-
ister said what the teach-
ers say and do will greatly 
impact, either positively or 
negatively, on the lives of 
the students.

Therefore, Ozukum re-
minded the teachers to be 
more careful in their words 
and actions because they 

are dealing with the inno-
cent and young minds and 
so that the students are not 
misguided or mislead as 
they grow up.

Interestingly, Ozu-
kum remarked about the 
educated youths opting 
for teaching profession 
as a last resort and won-
dered why many educated 
youths, and even those 
employed as teachers, 
consider teaching profes-
sion as the last resort for 
employment. 

 “I think that under-
standing, that perception 
is a dangerous assump-
tion…. becoming a teacher, 

not by conscious choice....
will remain accountable to 
the thousands of students 
and also to the society,” the 
minister said.

He  re g a rd e d  s u c h 
teachers as not honest or 
professional teachers, say-
ing that they are employed 
just for the sake of earning 
a salary. 

 “This is something un-
expected from the people 
who are engaged in such a 
noble profession, who are 
responsible for building our 
society on the solid founda-
tion,” he lamented.

Therefore, while urg-
ing the teachers to take 

teaching as a very seriously 
in order to build a better 
and brighter society, Ozu-
kum urged the teachers to 
consider teaching as the 
mother of all professions. 

Ozukum further, said 
let this Teachers’ celebra-
tion be not only a time for 
honouring the teachers 
but to let it be a time of 
“self-evaluation” about 
one’s performance, contri-
bution and achievement 
towards this profession as 
a teacher.

The minister also gave 
away the DEO Award to 17 
teachers, ASLB Award and 
EFoM Awards to the subject 

toppers, top twenty posi-
tion holders in HSLC and 
overall highest position in 
India School Certificate 
Examination (ISCE).

Meanwhile, welcome 
address was said by AKM 
President Imkongwati, a 
short speech was delivered 
by DEO Mokokchung and 
special presentations were 
presented by the students 
of Jubilee Memorial School, 
Cure Foundation School, 
Town Hr. Sec School and 
Hill View Hr. Sec. School. A 
special prayer for the teach-
ers was also pronounced by 
Shilula Imchen, Associate 
Pastor Women, MTBA.

along with its additional 
deputy commissioner 
(ADC), Phuleshe K Yep-
thomi, at Pughoboto Town 
Hall.
A report from the DIPR 

informed that Yepthomi, 
during his speech, said 
‘teachers are the builders 
of the nation.’ He requested 
the teachers to take more 
responsibility to mould 
and shape the students for 
a better future generation. 

He urged the teach-
ers to be sincere and to 
show the right path for 
the students. The ADC 
asked the students to listen 
to their teachers and hon-
our them. IHonouring the 
teachers, a student from 
Government High School 
Pughoboto, Toli H, read 
out the salutation to the 
teachers. Mission School 
Pughoboto students dis-
played choreography and 
New Foundation School 
presented a special song, 
the report added.
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Model residential schools to be set 
up in seven districts — Biren Singh

Meghalaya CM launches e-office

NSCN (IM) militants will be booked — Mnp. CM

After 5 days, 20 kg magnet spots 
car with five bodies in riverbed Tripura was drug-supply hub during Left rule — CM

Boat capsizes in Brahmaputra, many missingRally demands 
removal of Mamit DC

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
Manipur government-run 
model residential schools 
will be set up in seven se-
lected districts besides con-
structing Transit Accom-
modations for teachers/
government employees at 
21 identified places in hill 
districts.

This was announced 
by Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh while speaking at the 
state level Teachers’ Day 
function here on Wednes-
day.

Biren said the first 
session of Dhanamanjuri 
University would begin 
from this year. Moreover, 
the Manipur Legislative 
Assembly had passed the 
Manipur International 
University Bill, 2018 re-
cently, he said while add-
ing that the number of 
students going outside 
the state to pursue higher 
studies would come down 
once these two varsities 
commence its sessions.

Informing that many 
school drop-out children 
had been re-admitted un-
der state government’s 
Lairik Tamhansi scheme, 
he said 752 children had 

PTI

Manipur CM Biren inaugurating the teacher’s day function in Imphal on Wednesday.

Conrad K Sangma launching the e-office for the government of Meghalaya on Wednesday.

PTI

NDRF and State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) personnel carry out a search operation after 
a boat carrying 36 passengers capsized in the Brahmaputra river at Aswalakanta in Kamrup 
district of Assam, Wednesday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1930SUD0KU 1770
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Engineering company
 4. Shenanigan
 8. A fabric with prominent rounded 

crosswise ribs
 12. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
 13. The head of the Roman Catholic 

Church
 14. Inside
 15. Flowers
 17. A room where a prisoner is kept
 18. Yards
 19. South American armadillo
 21. Stepped on
 23. About algae
 26. Away from the wind
 29. Befitting women of good  

breeding
 31. Arithmetic total obtained by 

addition
 32. Goddess of grain (Roman 

mythology)
 33. Zig-___
 34. Ancient calculating machines
 36. Lairs
 37. Cover with wood
 38. Any loose flowing garment
 40. Weapons
 42. Missing portion or gap
 46. Queen of the gods (Egyptian 

mythology)
 48. Energy-storing
 50. Mid-month days
 51. Delicacy (archaic)
 52. Annual Percentage Rate
 53. Invited
 54. Hear ye
 55. Scottish for “No” 

 DOWN
 1. Snare
 2. Genus of frogs
 3. A way to make sharp
 4. Animal track
 5. Comforts

 6. Gorilla
 7. Flat tableland with steep 

edges
 8. Remember
 9. Arouse
 10. Poundal (abbrev.)
 11. Leader 
 16. A small insect
 20. Remits
 22. One who challenges
 24. Niger-Congo language

 25. Limbs
 26. Right away
 27. A Bantu language spoken 

in Zaire
 28. Gave forth
 30. Barren
 32. Jointed grass stem 35. 

French for “Cherry”
 36. Art ____ style (circa 1920)
 39. Small children or 

attractive women

 41. New England river
 43. ____ Bator, Mongolia
 44. East Indian thatching 

palm
 45. A unit of area (4840 

square yards)
 46. A person’s brother or 

sister
 47. Government government 

language
 49. Negative
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been re-admitted in Class 
I to VIII, and another 876 
children in Class IX to XII 
besides providing free text 
books to around 10,000 
students.

Regarding the alleged 
assault of All Manipur Stu-
dents’ Union volunteers 
by suspected NCSN (IM) 
cadres at Nungba on Sep. 
3; he said necessary search 
operations to nab the cul-

prits had already begun in 
the area. Urging all con-
cerned not to resort to any 
activity which may incite 
communal tension, he said 
that the culprits involved in 
the Nungba incident would 
be booked as per the law of 
the land. On the abduction 
of some people of Zeli-
angrong community, one 
person had already been 
nabbed, he added.

Regarding the fresh is-
sues in Manipur University, 
he said the matter would 
be resolved in consultation 
with the central govern-
ment soon.

In his speech, Edu-
cation Minister Th Rad-
heshyam said that the main 
architects of the society are 
teachers, and they should 
be the catalyst of a posi-
tive change. A big chal-

lenge is being faced by the 
education (S) department 
as around 400-500 teach-
ers attain service superan-
nuation annually and no 
teacher had been recruited 
since 2011, he added.

Commissioner (Ed-
ucation-S and Technical 
and Higher Education) H 
Deleep also attended the 
function. 

State Teachers’ Awards 
which carries a shawl, a 
citation and cash prize 
of INR 10,000 each, were 
also presented to 10 out-
standing teachers at the 
function. Recipients of the 
award were O Geetarani of 
Ibotonsana Higher Second-
ary School, Kh Keshokumar 
of Modern Primary School, 
W. Jyotsana of Eastern Ideal 
High School, I Usharani of 
Ananda Singh Higher Sec-
ondary Academy, W Ibom-
cha of Ningthoukhong 
Higher Secondary School, 
K. Pukeni of Oinam Hills 
High School, S. Ibohal 
of Willong High School, 
L Paomang of Tuibong 
Govt. Junior High School, 
KL Warson Anal of Chak-
pikarong Higher Secondary 
School and H. Premkumar 
of Toupokpi High School.

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma today 
formally launched the e-
office for the government 
of Meghalaya.

The chief minister of-
fice in Meghalaya issued a 
press release on Wed. Sep. 
5 stating that the objective 
of the e-office is to usher 
in more efficient, effec-
tive and transparent inter-
government and intra-gov-
ernment transactions and 
processes.

Inaugurating the e-
office at his chamber, the 
chief minister said, “It will 

allow us to clear the files 
and issue necessary order 
and instructions on the 
go, which will transform 
the day-to-day function 
of the office in an efficient 
manner.”

The chief minister ex-
pressed confidence that 
with the e-office in place 
tracking of files and clear-
ing of files will be easy and 
records of all documents 
can be kept online for nec-
essary reference and acces-
sibility.

“I am very happy that 
the process will also be 
environment friendly as 

movement of files will be 
digital and will reduce the 
use of paper in the office,” 
he added. The chief min-
ister had been pursuing 
with the department for 
introduction of technology 
enabled services for the 
benefit of the people and 
for effective functioning 
of different government 
departments, the e-office 
is a step towards furthering 
the objective and goals of 
the government.

The e-office has been 
designed by the National 
Informatics Centre, added 
the press release.

Imphal, Sep. 5 (IANS): 
Manipur Chief Minister 
N. Biren announced on 
Wednesday that the troop-
ers and police comman-
dos have been rushed to 
Tamenglong district here 
to arrest the militants of 
the NSCN(IM), for beating 
up some AMSU members 
and singers.

“The NSCN(IM) mili-
tants had used communal-
ly inflammatory words. We 
have rushed police com-
mandos and personnel of 
57 Mountain Brigade to 
nab the accused persons. 
Such anti-social activities 
shall never be condoned,” 
Biren said.

The incident  took 
place near Nungba in 
Tamenglong district of 
Manipur along the NH-37 
when some members of 
the students’ union and 
singers were returning to 
Imphal after attending 
a function in Assam on 
Monday night.

“The four persons, 
who identified themselves 
as cadres of NSCN-IM, 
intercepted the bus in 
which the students and 
singers were travelling 
and extorted Rs 500 each 
from the members, as-
saulted general secretary 
S. Anil and manhandled 
some women,” All Ma-

nipur Students’ Union 
(AMSU) President Manjit 
Sarangthem said. 

Sarangthem said the 
culprits should be arrest-
ed within 72 hours fail-
ing which the AMSU will 
launch an agitation. 

Biren’s predecessor, O. 
Ibobi did not permit the 
NSCN(IM) leader Thu-
ingaleng Muivah to en-
ter Manipur despite the 
specific instructions from 
the Union home ministry. 
Ibobi said, “The ceasefire is 
not extended to Manipur. 
We made it clear that we 
would arrest him since his 
visit would create law and 
order problems”.

Dikhowmukh (Assam), Sep. 5 (PTI): Five 
days after the vehicle carrying five persons 
plunged into a river in Assam’s Sivasagar 
district, rescuers found it Wednesday with 
the help of a 20 kg magnet, officials said 
here.

Decomposed bodies of five members 
of a family were also found inside the four 
wheeler which was recovered around 
300 metre away from the accident site at 
Dinchial village. The five have been miss-
ing after their vehicle plunged into the 
Dikhow river after breaking a dyke Satur-
day evening. Divers of the State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF), the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF), Army and 
Navy have been searching for the vehicle.

The 20 kg magnet brought from neigh-

bouring Dibrugarh district got stuck to the 
bumper of the car and SDRF diver Pranjal 
Doley found a tyre near it, SDRF search 
team leader Jiten Doley told reporters.

The victims were identified as Gu-
wahati based businessman Haren Bora 
(52), his wife Phunu Bora (45), daughters 
Simpi Bora (22) and Munmi Bora (18), and 
mother Ponou Bora (86).

The family was traveling from Sivasa-
gar to Guwahati.

An eight-member team of Indian 
Navy deep divers were flown in from 
Vizag to assist the rescue operation being 
carried out by first response SDRF fol-
lowed by NDRF and a 10-member team 
of Army para-commando divers, district 
administration sources said.

Guwahati, Sep. 5 (IANS): Many pas-
sengers on board a boat were re-
ported missing on Wednesday after 
it capsized in the Brahmaputra river 
in Assam.

The Kamrup Metro district admin-
istration confirmed the incident but 
could not say if anyone had died. A 
search operation was on.

Witnesses said they saw several 
passengers from the ferry trying to 
swim to the shore.

According to one account, there 
were about 60 people on the boat 
including some children and women. 
The vessel was also transporting some 
motorcycles.

The boat was on its way to Mad-
hyam Khanda in North Guwahati from 
Guwahati.

The Brahmaputra is in spate due to 
monsoon rains in the upper reaches of 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Aizawl, Sep. 5 (PTI): Ma-
jor civil societies and po-
litical parties Wednesday 
took out rally in Mizoram’s 
Mamit district demand-
ing the removal of district 
deputy commissioner for 
conducting revision of 
voters list in the six Bru 
relief camps in Tripura.

The rally organised by 
the Mizoram NGO Co-
ordination Committee 
and all political parties 
demanded that deputy 
commissioner Bhupesh 
Choudhary be transferred 
from Mamit district before 
September 10.

NGO Coordination 
Committee, comprising 
major civil societies, had 
earlier objected to the re-
vision of Mizoram’s voters 
list in the relief camps 
outside the state and de-
manded that the revision 
be undertaken after the 
completion of the repatri-
ation process, scheduled 
to be held from August 25 
to September 25.

A Special Investigat-
ing Team (SIT) has been 
set up to investigate the 
burglary at the Mamit 
Election Officer’s Office 
on August 23 in which all 
the duly filled claim and 
objection forms collected 
from the Bru relief camps 
were stolen. 

The SIT had arrested 
11 people in connection 
with the burglary.

Agartala, Sep. 5 (IANS): 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb said on Wednes-
day  that Tripura was a 
“hub of drug supplies” to 
other states during the pre-
vious Left Front govern-
ment’s rule.

“Due to inactive gov-
ernance... Tripura had 
become an area prone to 
illicit drugs and a hub of 
drugs supply to Bihar, West 
Bengal, Assam and other 
states,” the Chief Minister 
said at a function held here 
on Teachers Day.

He said that abuse of 

illicit drugs in Tripura had 
spoiled the future of a large 
number of youths, espe-
cially students.

On the other hand, Deb 
said, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led state govern-
ment has adopted a zero-
tolerance policy against 
illicit drugs after coming to 
power in March.

“Law-enforcing agen-
cies have maximised their 
efforts to make Tripura 
a drugs-free state, as in-
tended by the BJP govern-
ment,” Deb said, adding 
that Tripura will become 

an “educational hub” in the 
future. “Apart from curbing 
drugs-related activities, the 
state is keen to tackle crime 
against women. Besides, 
the state has taken steps to 
improve the quality of edu-
cation,” the Chief Minister 
added.

Deb announced that 
the National Council of 
Educational Research and 
Training curricula would 
be followed in Tripura from 
the 2019 academic session.

Education Minister Ra-
tan Lal Nath urged teachers 
to help the new govern-

ment to transform Tripura.
As many as 31 college 

and schoolteachers and 
various educational insti-
tutions were awarded for 
good performances.

Pandit Iswar Chandra 
Vidyasagar award was 
given to two academic 
personalities. The state 
has introduced Maharaja 
Birbikram Kishore Man-
ikya, Maharani Tulsibati, 
and Janaki Devi awards 
to recognise outstanding 
contributions in the field 
of teaching and academic 
achievement.
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Sensex extends losing streak as EM rout spreads
Mumbai, Sep. 5 (PTI): Benchmark 
Sensex spiralled lower for the sixth 
straight session Wednesday as a 
weak rupee and widespread selloff 
in emerging market assets dented 
risk appetite. 

The BSE Sensex tumbled 139.61 
points to end at an over two-week 
low of 38,018.31, while the wider 
NSE Nifty slipped 43.35 points to 
11,476.95.

The Sensex has now lost 878.32 
points in six sessions -- its longest 
string of losses in six months.

Global stocks declined as re-
newed trade war concerns and mac-
ro headwinds in Turkey, Argentina 
and other emerging markets took a 
toll on investor confidence.

On the domestic front, the ru-
pee crashed to a fresh record low of 
71.96 against the US dollar in intra-
day trade on the back of rising bond 
yields.

Market sentiment was further 
dampened after a monthly survey 

showed that India’s services sec-
tor activity fell in August from July’s 
21-month peak as new business or-
ders declined.

The seasonally adjusted Nikkei 
India Services Business Activity In-
dex fell from July’s peak of 54.2 to 
51.5 in August owing to weakest 
growth in new work in three months.

The 30-share Sensex, after open-
ing a shade higher and advancing 
to 38,250.61 in early trade, quickly 
slipped below the 38,000-mark.

It touched a low of 37,774.42 dur-
ing the day, before finally ending at 
an over two-week low of 38,018.31 -- 
down 139.61 points or 0.37 per cent. 

The 50-issue NSE Nifty too 
cracked below the 10,400-mark and 
hit a low of 11,393.85 before finish-
ing 43.35 points, or 0.38 per cent 
down at 11,476.95.

Meanwhile, domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) net sold shares 
worth Rs 21.41 crore, while foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) bought 

BUSINESS

After 10 days,  
people get respite 
from fuel price hike
Mumbai, Sep. 5 (IANS): After 
recording an increase for 10 
consecutive days, fuel prices 
across the four metros were 
steady on Wednesday.

Both petrol and diesel 
prices have been touching 
new all-time high levels for 
around a week, in line with 
recent rise in crude oil prices. 
In the national capital, petrol 
was selling at an unchanged 
price of Rs 79.31 per litre on 
Wednesday. 

Similarly, its price in Kolk-
ata, Mumbai and Chennai 
was Rs 82.22, Rs 86.72 and Rs 
82.41 per litre respectively, 
same as on Tuesday, accord-

ing to the data available on 
Indian Oil Corporation’s web-
site.

The prices of diesel too 
remained unchanged on 
Wednesday across the four 
major cities. In Delhi, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Chennai, diesel 
was selling at Rs 71.34, Rs 
74.19, Rs 75.74 and Rs 75.39 
per litre respectively. 

Along with the rise in 
crude oil prices, a falling ru-
pee and high excise duties 
also aided the surge in fuel 
prices. Of late, the rupee has 
slumped to fresh lows. Earlier 
in the day, it had touched a 
low of 71.79 per dollar. 

Gold recovers 
on renewed 
buying
Mumbai, Sep. 5 (PTI): Gold 
prices surged by Rs 105 
per 10 gram at the bullion 
market here Wednesday 
in sync with a firm global 
trend amid persistent buy-
ing by local jewellers. 

Silver prices, too, recov-
ered marginally by Rs 15 
per kg on mild offtake from 
industrial units.

Standard gold (99.5 per 
cent purity) rose by Rs 105 
to finish at Rs 30,265 per 10 
gram from Tuesday’s clos-
ing level of Rs 30,160.

Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also surged by 
a similar margin to end at 
Rs 30,415 per 10 gram as 
against Rs 30,310 earlier.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
gained by Rs 15 per kg to 
conclude at Rs 36,415 from 
Rs 36,400, previously.

Spot gold rose 0.2 per 
cent to USD 1,193.31 at 
early trade. Spot silver was 
up 0.1 per cent at USD 
14.10.

shares to the tune of Rs 32.64 crore on Tuesday, provisional data showed. 
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Good Begets Good

W
hat came to your mind when the Naga-
land government recently announced a 
relief of INR one crore for flood-hit Ker-
ala in a bid to help thousands of victims 

get back on their feet? Did you see it as a good gesture 
from the state’s government considering the magni-
tude of destruction in the south Indian state, or that 
it shouldn’t have lent a helping hand given the situa-
tion Nagaland itself was in at that point of time due 
to the monsoon rains? 

The state government’s move to help the Kerala 
flood victims triggered a hot debate among Nagas 
on social media: Some appreciated the good-will 
gesture, while others criticised the government for 
what they considered “helping others without look-
ing at one’s own kitchen problems.” Some even went 
to the extent of personally attacking the chief minis-
ter of the state for helping Kerala. There is no deny-
ing that thousands of people in the state, especially 
those from Phek, Kiphire, and Tuensang districts 
were badly affected by the errant monsoon rains that 
caused floods and landslides resulting in secluding 
said areas from the rest of the state. The people of the 
state were reeling from incessant rains when the Ker-
ala floods happened. But the way some people criti-
cised the state government for the goodwill gesture 
was unfortunate for the simple reason that the flood 
victims in the state at least had a roof over their heads 
and some food to eat while their counterpart down 
south were dying for want of food and literally left on 
the streets with water all around. Kerala didn’t seek 
help from the Indian states but needed not just India 
but the world during the devastating floods that took 
away more than 400 precious lives and caused an es-
timated loss of INR 30,000 crore to INR 40,000 crore. 
It’s sad that some people don’t see things beyond the 
sphere of their community and state. But humanity 
has no frontiers. The government of Nagaland chose 
humanity in the face of disaster in the state, and de-
cided to help another state that appeared to need 
more help at that point of time. And the goodwill 
gesture deserves praise and appreciation. 

It’s heartwarming to see a poor helping another 
poor in trying times. Moved by Nagaland’s gesture 
to Kerala despite untold problems in the Northeast 
state’s backyard, Bollywood actor Sushant Singh Ra-
jput not only decided to visit the state, but also do-
nated INR 1.25 crore to Nagaland’s chief minister’s 
relief fund to help the affected people. Nagaland 
has received more than it has given, thanks to Sush-
ant’s generosity. Good begets good. A little bit of love 
makes a big difference in times of trouble.

T.V. Padma | thewire.in

We must recognize our weakness to 
experience God’s strength.

Competitive bodybuilders put themselves 
through a rigorous training cycle. During the 
initial months, they emphasize gaining size and 
strength. As the competition nears, the focus 

shifts to losing any fat that hides the muscle. In the final 
days before the competition, they consume less water 
than normal so their muscle tissue is easily visible. Be-
cause of the reduced consumption of nourishment, the 
competitors are actually at their weakest on the day of 
competition, despite appearing strong.

In 2 Chronicles 20, we read of the opposite reality: 
acknowledging weakness in order to experience God’s 
strength. “A vast army is coming against you,” people 
told King Jehoshaphat. So “he proclaimed a fast for all 
Judah” (v. 3), depriving himself and all his people of 
nourishment. Then they asked God for help. When he 
finally mustered his military, Jehoshaphat placed sing-
ers who praised God at the front of his army (v. 21). 
As they began to sing, the Lord “set ambushes against 
the men . . . who were invading Judah, and they were 
defeated” (v. 22).

Jehoshaphat’s decision demonstrated deep faith in 
God. He purposefully chose not to depend on his own 
human and military prowess but instead to lean on God. 
Rather than trying to muscle our way through the trials 
we face, may we turn to Him and allow Him to be our 
strength.

 Letter of Grievance to Chairman, Marcofed 

T
his is to apprise you of the set-
back being faced by the consum-
ers of Marcofed Agency and for 
your kind and necessary action. 

That Sir, the price of the LPG has sky-
rocketed with the latest amount being 
Rs. 1000/-, understanding the fact that 
Rs. 50 as additional service charge is be-
ing levied for delivery to colony sites and 
few rupees deposited back in one’s bank 
account. However the quoted price of Rs 
950 is exorbitant and also not in parity 
with the other LPG agencies which are 

usually lower then Marcofed. The other 
reason is the delay in the delivery dates, 
which is ideally expected to be refilled 
after 21 days. However in the context of 
the deliveries made for the various colo-
nies near North Police Station, Kohima, 
for the convenience of all, the delivered 
dates are as 27/12/17, 6/3/18, 2/5/18, 
13/7/18 and the latest being on 5/9/18. 
Such interruption in the supply, results 
in untold misery, when every modern 
day kitchen does not have a fireplace 
and burning of wood as fuel is highly dis-

couraged these days. On the other hand 
the Government discourages the sale 
and use of induction cooker, how can 
anyone run their kitchen in this crisis?.  
No wonder, the vanishing trick results in 
wide availability of such LPG in the Black 
Market, which some are compelled to 
buy and that in turn encourages the back 
marketers.

The matter of the long gap in the de-
livery after the due date was informed 
to the Kezieke Office, Kohima by few 
concerned individuals months ago. Yet 

the Manager has failed to address to our 
grievance satisfactorily and this set back 
remains.

In the light above, I called upon you 
to serve the public by virtue of being a 
public servant and address the setbacks. 
I hope and pray that your kind self will 
demonstrate your abled leadership and 
intervene for the welfare of the MAR-
COFED Consumers in Nagaland.

Kind Regards
Ketho Angami

Mission Road, Kohima

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

A Year Since Launch of Govt Scheme to 
Get Girls Into Science, What’s Happened?

Indo-Naga Ceasefire Day Message By President of Naga National Council

I
ndia has begun one more programme 
in earnest to attract girls to and retain 
women in science, amid a country-
wide challenge to reduce a worrisome 

gender disparity in this area of human en-
deavour.

The Vigyan Jyoti scheme, advanced 
by the Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), was announced in the 
2017 budget allocation for the Ministry 
of Science and Technology together with 
a 2,000-crore-rupee purse. The scheme’s 
aim: to arrange for girl students of classes 
9, 10 and 11 meet women scientists, with 
the IITs and the Indian Institutes of Sci-
ence Education and Research serving as 
the nodal centres, at least at first.

The announcement was accompa-
nied by a redesigning and renaming of a 
national programme called Innovation in 
Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (IN-
SPIRE), changed to Inspire-MANAK (Mil-
lion Minds Augmenting National Aspira-
tion and Knowledge), to attract talented 
young boys and girls to study science and 
pursue research as a career.

A year later, and with some funds trick-
ling in, some of India’s premier institutes, 
including the IITs in Indore and Bhu-
baneswar and the IISER in Pune organised 
on-campus camps for 30 girl students over 
two weeks, as required by the government, 
as pilots. Senior women scientists attend-
ed the camps as role models to encourage 
the students to pursue careers in science.

R.V. Raja Kumar, director of IIT Bhu-
baneswar, which had organised one such 
camp in June, told The Wire felt that it was 
a good mechanism to guide students to-
wards science and hoped that the effort 
could have a lifelong impact.

In fact, Kumar went a step further and 
included five girl students from six villages 
adopted by the institute under the Unnat 
Bharat Abhiyan programme, launched by 
the Ministry of Human Resource Develop-
ment in 2014 to connect India’s elite insti-
tutes with local communities and address 
their developmental challenges with ap-
propriate technological interventions.

“The students are very motivated and 
took part very spiritedly. Many said in their 
feedback that they were now determined 
to emulate the women scientists who at-
tended as role models and interacted with 
the girls. The girls want to develop big 
goals in scientific careers,” Kumar said.

Those students who spoke to The Wire 
also seemed enthusiastic. “We did not 
know much about topics such as climate 
sciences, weather prediction or ocea-

nography earlier,” Maya Yadav, a student 
from Keonjhar, Odisha, said. Or that engi-
neering or medicine are not the only two 
options available for careers to science 
students. “I love physics and computer 
sciences. I am interested in artificial intel-
ligence. There is a lot to explore in science 
and enjoy,” Yadav added.

So far so good. Nonetheless, notwith-
standing several initiatives, the gender 
disparity in science in India remains wor-
risome – as it is worldwide. India’s 2008 
National Task Force on Women in Science 
report (ed. Mahtab Bamji, 2009-2010) 
says that women scientists constitute “a 
distinct minority” and that many highly 
qualified women, such as those with doc-
torates, “drop out of the workforce, result-
ing in considerable depletion of national 
resources in science and technology.”

The report noted that the percentage 
of girls studying science in Indian univer-
sities has increased since Independence. 
However, “the ideal fraction of 50% of fe-
male students has not been achieved and 
has, in fact, plateaued off at a lower level”. 
It also observed that the number of girls 
studying engineering is lower than those 
studying basic sciences, with the situation 
in the IITs “particularly dismal”.

Finally, the report said, “There is a 
drastic drop in the percentage of women 
from the doctoral level to the scientist/
faculty position, suggesting a bottleneck at 
the employment stage due to recruitment 
procedures and family responsibilities.” 
As a result, there was a “major paucity” of 
women at the senior-most administrative 
and policy making positions in scientific 
institutions.

Among others, its recommendations 
addressed measures to attract women 
to science. These included summer and 
winter camps for those who opted for sci-
ence; initiating a well-planned role model 
programme with successful women scien-
tists, both through visual media and per-
sonal interactions; special fellowships for 
girl students securing top positions in uni-
versity exams; and outreach programmes 
for girl students during conferences.

According to the 2018 UNESCO Insti-
tute for Statistics’ report on women in sci-
ence, 44% of bachelor students and 41% 
of doctoral students in India are female. 
“What happens beyond that has not been 
chronicled for India, though there are fig-
ures from many other countries in the da-
taset,” the report remarks.

“While more women are enrolling in 
university, relatively few pursue careers in 
research. There are many leaks in the pipe-
line – from stereotypes encountered by 
girls to the family-caring responsibilities 

and bias women may face when choosing 
a career.”

It does not help that some senior min-
isters downplay or bury their heads in the 
sand instead of addressing the problem 
head-on. In July this year, Harsh Vardhan, 
India’s science and technology minister, 
said in a written reply to the Lok Sabha, 
“There is neither a shortage of women 
scientists in the country nor [are] they are 
lagging behind in the S&T field. However, 
their number is less as compared to male 
counterparts in this field.”

Per the latest data, he noted that 39,389 
women scientists are working in various 
research institutions across the country.

Vardhan also cited several programmes 
launched by the government to encourage 
women to pursue scientific careers. These 
include a Indo-US fellowship for women 
in science, technology, engineering, math-
ematics and medicine to participate in 
international collaborative research in 
premier institutions in America; women-
centric programmes under the Knowledge 
Involvement in Research Advancement 
through Nurturing (KIRAN) initiative; a 
Bio-technology Career Advancement and 
Reorientation (Bio-Care) scheme; and  
relaxing the upper age limit by five years 
for women candidates for junior and sen-
ior research fellowships awarded by the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. The last is to help those who may 
need assistance with motherhood or relo-
cation due to husband’s transfer.

Are such programmes useful? “In prin-
ciple, every effort of this kind (such as Vi-
gyan Jyoti), if implemented in sincerity, can 
be of some help,” Vineeta Bal, a visiting fac-
ulty member at IISER, Pune, and a member 
of the task force on women, told The Wire. 
“There are likely to be some gains such as 
at least marginal increase in the interest of 
those girls who attend such camps.”

She expects that “only a minority 
among those who attend the camps will 
have at least some long-lasting impact, 
which may bring about change in their 
career plan. This will be the case if the 
camps are organised with enthusiasm and 
insight.”

For properly evaluating the outcomes, 
administrators will have to follow-up and 
collect more data. “I am not sure whether 
such provisions are made in the scheme 
itself,” Bal said. “Besides, the outcome of 
these camps can only be measured at the 
entry point of the career for women, even 
on the semi-long-term basis, not based on 
the attendance in the camp.”

“These school going girls will be ready 
to tackle career opportunities such as fac-
ulty jobs in another 15 years. This is a very 

long-term goal and, hence, predicting 
gains will be hard at this juncture beyond 
saying that if this scheme has an impact, 
it is likely to be a positive one,” she added.

In some STEM fields, such as the bio-
logical sciences, medicine and some spe-
cific areas of engineering, the fraction of 
women has steadily increased over the last 
few decades. “Apart from some active ef-
forts from the government of India, it has 
mostly happened because of more literacy 
among women, more opportunities for 
employment, partly due to the liberalisa-
tion of the economy, increased urbanisa-
tion and impact of women’s movements 
in India,” Bal said, adding that Vigyan Jyoti 
could contribute to this push.

“However, we also do need to focus on 
the status of these women once they get 
the jobs. While the percentage is still low 
based on some surveys – 10-15% accord-
ing to some estimates – they continue to 
face the same kind of discrimination at 
work as they face in society.”

Such discrimination usually takes 
the form of a hostile and unpleasant at-
mosphere at the workplace, although it 
does also manifest as active harassment 
based on their gender. The men who are 
responsible for such conditions tend to 
be insensitive, reluctant to concede that 
there is a problem and that the women 
they work with actually suffer as a result. 
The implication for Vigyan Jyoti is that if 
the framework in which it operates does 
not have “Indian science leaders” – in Bal’s 
wording – and politicians working towards 
improving the “at times hostile” working 
conditions of women in science in the 
longer term, the scheme risks becoming 
“superficial”.

Then there is the question of funds. 
According to Bal, “covering 100,000 girls 
in the camps was supposed to be a pilot 
programme. But what are the other com-
ponents in the Rs 2,000 crore package 
announced? Is it going to be restricted to 
girls and not helping women in science 
careers?”

It is also useful to ask whether the en-
tire allocation will be made available at 
once given that the DST’s overall budget 
increased only by Rs 343 crore in 2017-
2018. Even if Vigyan Jyoti’s operating 
period of five years is factored in, the re-
quirement comes to Rs 400 crore a year – a 
difference of Rs 57 crore this year.

“As a result,” Bal said, “money will ei-
ther have to be taken out of some other 
schemes or this scheme will not achieve its 
targets during the first year [itself] – before 
the 2019 elections!”

T.V. Padma is a freelance science 
journalist.

Beloved Naga people,

The Naga National Council most warmly greets you again 
today also, on this auspicious 55th Indo-Naga Ceasefire Day.

Our Naga story is but one endless tale of the eternal 
love of the magnificent God Almighty. All glory and honor 
are being ascribed to Him and Him alone.

The Nagas never nurtured even the remotest shadow 
of a dream to ever engage in any arms conflict with the 
Government of India. She therefore did not venture to set 
up her Government even much after she had declared 
her Independence way back on August 14, 1947. Reason 
being that she wasn’t naïve enough not to recognize her 
utter physical limitations. So, she had all along been pur-
suing the peaceful path of “Non-Violence and Non-Coop-
eration” policy under the guidance of the Naga National 
Council. Nagas are indeed, factually weak and insignifi-
cant physically; but politically she is most powerful and 
tremendously overwhelming for India. India has abso-
lutely no right whatsoever worth its name in this affair.

However, India resorted to the strength of her mighty 
arms to overpower and force the Nagas with the sole in-
tent to intimidate the Nagas into submission thereby 
most irrationally invaded Nagaland  with utter savagery.

Thus, being irrevocably compelled, the Naga National 
Council’s hand had been forced to; after one full decade 
of tolerance and forbearance, on March 22, 1956, set up 
her Government, the Federal Government of Nagaland 
and most reluctantly entered into the arms conflict. Even 
then, the primary goal had never been to attain military 
victory by a very far cry; but rather to once and for all, reg-
ister the fact that we would never ever surrender our eter-
nal God-given Rights.

Humanly speaking in all rationality, how on earth 
could the Nagas stand up to the mighty India? Not to 
speak of lasting in terms of years, it was inconceivable of 
surviving even for weeks and months. But wonder of won-
ders, even to the amazement of the Nagas themselves, the 
battle raged on for all of ten most glorious years.

While the epical battle festers on without any sign of 
abating; the Nagaland Baptist Church Council in 1964 
sponsored a ceasefire, the monumental Indo-Naga 
Ceasefire, which came into effect on and from September 
6, 1964 paving the way for the iconic Peace Talks to ever 

enriched History of mankind. In the initial stages, Yours 
faithfully had also been a member of the Naga Delegation 
to the talks and by the grace of God, still stands as one liv-
ing witness to the prodigious event most grand. The Peace 
Talks finally progressed right up to the Prime Ministe-
rial level of lofty political heights. This, in plain language 
means that the Government of India very much acknowl-
edged Naga National Rights and in actual effect had rec-
ognized the Federal Government of Nagaland most unde-
niable and unambiguous. I would rate   this historic event 
of legally registering our people’s existence into a political 
entity and formally assigning of National status to her as 
the greatest achievement of our generation.

However for the most sobering fact, the 1964 Indo-Na-
ga Ceasefire and the Peace Talks that followed had been 
events that transpired between the Government of India 
and the Federal Government of Nagaland only. The Naga 
National Council had not been a party to the goings on.

The Government of India should have most surely en-
deavored with utmost sincerity and diligence to solve the 
Indo-Naga Political Conflict during this opportune season 
of 1964 Indo-Naga Ceasefire. One of the many reasons be-
ing that, unlike the present scenario, the nationalist Nagas 
were of one entity then.

 But, for whatever reasons of much embafflements , 
India on her own volition, in 1972 unilaterally abrogated 
the ceasefire and started yet again to wage war on us. And 
with that the golden chance was missed.

The next misfortune to befall had been that the Gov-
ernment of India in 1975 entered into the so called “Shil-
long Accord” with one non-entity, “Underground Organi-
zation”. There absolutely was no indication or identity as 
to who this “Underground Organization” belonged to. 
Therefore the Shillong Accord is one most meaningless 
document and should remain forever null and void. There 
had absolutely been no legal bindings whatsoever to the 
Naga National Council and Federal Government of Na-
galand. Had the Naga National Council and the Federal 
Government of Nagaland been alert and attentive enough 
at the precise time, outright rejection of the Shillong Ac-
cord could have been made most audibly  loud and clear 
thereby adding more insult to injury at the profound 
shame and great consternation of the Government of In-

dia. Immediately upon realising the utter folly of a blun-
der her representative had committed, the Government 
of India  at once launched the damage control measure of 
covering her grotesque tracks and naked shame by forcing 
the Home Government being headed by Mr.Zashei Huire 
with application of massive doses of intimidation and 
forced her into the implementation of the Clause II of the 
Shillong Accord, which was the surrendering of firearms.

From then on ‘NCC & FGN pro-Shillong Accord’ and 
‘NNC & FGN anti-Shillong Accord’ terminologies and en-
tities got birthed. Later on some functionaries from the 
Anti-Shillong Accord NNC & FGN deserted to form the 
NSCN & GPRN.

Then, the Government of India in 1997 entered into 
another ceasefire agreement with the NSCN & GPRN in 
her vain attempt to cheapen the Mother of all Ceasefires 
she had entered with the FGN in 1964; and had since 
been keeping a Peace Process on to humor everyone con-
cerned. One wonders just how many ceasefires, peace 
talks and peace processes the Government of India in-
tends to have and keep with the Nagas? 

Equally bemusing is the stance of the NSCN/GPRN 
who so very rightly brands the pro-Shillong Accord NNC 
& FGN as “traitors”; would they be found to be pursuing a 
similar path? God forbid!

Now, most recently, yet another group of people, the 
six Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs), some even 
bearing the name of “NNC”, have also entered the arena. 
But most solemnly, I, General (Retd) Thinoselie M Keyho, 
have been elected to the august post of the President of 
the Naga National Council, declare that our group has not 
joined the “race” nor would we ever do so. Our position 
would remain as resolute as the NNC of the Ceasefire time 
of 1964 most true.

The Naga National Council of which I am the Presi-
dent, would continue to strive and stand for Naga Sover-
eignty, Naga Unity, Encompassing the whole Naga people 
and the total Naga Wellbeing and nothing less.

Yes, Nagas would most surely be victorious sooner 
than later through the enabling of the Omnipotent God in 
the Name of Jesus Christ.

Thank you and KUKNALIM.
Gen(Retd) Thinoselie M Keyho

DAILY
PATH

Muscling Through

BIBLE READ:  2 CHRONICLES 20:2–3, 14–22 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the 
Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. 

~   2 Chronicles 20:3
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Creative inspira-
tion could come from either your own past 
or from history, Aries. You might want to 
try painting, music, or poetry, but today it’s 

more likely that you’ll turn that inspiration toward your 
home. If you’re planning to refurnish or redecorate, 
this is the day to start. Your taste and aesthetic sense 
are operating at a high level.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Taurus, a long-
awaited letter or call could come from a love 
partner or beloved friend, bringing much 
happiness into your life. Don’t be surprised 

if the person needs a shoulder to cry on. You could ex-
perience some powerful psychic insights today, and 
this might be a bit frightening. Don’t let that get in the 
way of seeing these revelations objectively. They could 
be important.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Projects that 
you’ve worked on in the past may finally bear 
fruit today, Gemini. Financial benefits and 
career advancement are strongly indicated, 

and you be basking in the glow of success. Don’t bask 
too long, however. This is only the beginning! You’re on 
a roll. Throw yourself into new projects you enjoy and 
you’re likely to continue in this fortuitous manner for 
a while. 

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today your de-
sire for sex and romance is going to receive a 
powerful surge, Cancer. Perhaps memories 
of past partners will come back to haunt 

you, or maybe a current love interest will look espe-
cially sexy now. You’re likely to be projecting glamour 
and sensuality, so don’t be surprised if strangers notice 
you. Plan a romantic encounter for tonight, and dress 
for the occasion.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re spiritually 
inclined, Leo, and today you could feel es-
pecially so. You might be attracted to medi-
tation groups or the study of the texts of 

various religions. You’re also likely to feel especially 
psychic, and you might experience some premonitions 
that actually come true. This is a good time to train your 
psychic abilities or try reading runes or tarot cards.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  If you happen to 
be thinking about a particular friend today, 
Virgo, don’t be surprised if you hear from him 
or her. You’re especially attuned to telepathic 

messages, and you may send out a few. While you usu-
ally enjoy solitude, you might be more interested in 
group activities today. Don’t fight the urge. Go for it. 
You could meet some interesting new people who be-
come your friends for life.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Sudden and unex-
pected changes could have you feeling a bit 
confused, disoriented, and doubtful about 
the future, Libra. Relax! The changes may be 

not only beneficial for your career but also for your fi-
nances. Don’t think those in authority haven’t noticed 
your skills and ingenuity. In fact, you may receive some 
sincere compliments and gratitude.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You should 
wake up feeling hopeful and optimistic about 
the future, Scorpio. Your self-confidence is 
stronger than usual and your enthusiasm 

is contagious. Success in joint efforts should have you 
glowing with satisfaction. You could even receive public 
acknowledgment of your efforts. Today bodes well for 
relationships of all kinds, particularly romantic ones. 
Celebrate your good fortune with a lover tonight!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today, 
Sagittarius, you might turn to practices like 
meditation or psychic development. Some 
vivid dreams over the past few days may have 

brought up personal issues that you need to clear up in 
order to progress. You may pick up on the thoughts and 
feelings of others more strongly than usual. If you’ve 
been thinking about learning to read tarot cards or 
runes, this is the day to start.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A new ro-
mance may be in store today, Capricorn, 
perhaps with someone you’ve known for a 
long time but you suddenly view in a new 

light. You could see a side of this person that you’ve 
never seen before, totally changing your perception of 
him or her. Any new relationship formed today shows a 
lot of promise of developing into a lifelong connection. 
The bonds involved will run deep.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You could be 
in a fanciful mood all day, Aquarius, so you 
may not be too focused on this world. This is 
great for artistic or metaphysical studies, as 

well as being sensitive to others. Beware of a tenden-
cy to daydream when you should pay attention! You 
might want to break out of the mundane world and 
follow your dreams, but this isn’t the day to do it. It’s a 
good day to plan.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’re intuitive by 
nature, Pisces, and today you could almost 
be clairvoyant. Obey your instincts today. 
Don’t let your rational mind get in the way. 

This isn’t the day to be logical! You can sense the needs 
of others, so you could earn some gratitude by giving 
them what they need without being asked. Romantic 
relationships should be warm, loving, and intimate.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Paul Sagar | Aeon

On Going On and On and On
The fantasy of living forever is just a fig leaf for the fear of death – and comes at great personal cost

T
he finale of Steven 
Spielberg’s Indiana 
Jones and the Last Cru-
sade (1989) sees the 

quest for the Holy Grail reach a 
dramatic conclusion. The film’s 
villain – the Nazi collabora-
tor and artifact hunter Walter 
Donovan – knows that drink-
ing from the sacred goblet will 
bring him eternal life. But from 
a table laid out with many false 
grails, he foolishly picks the 
most glittering cup of all. Do-
novan drinks his fill, but rather 
than receiving the gift of eter-
nal life, he rapidly starts to age: 
his skin peels off, his hair falls 
out, and he turns into a skel-
eton that collapses into dust. 
As the immortal knight who 
guards the True Grail quips to 
Indie: ‘He chose … poorly.’

Moments later, Dr Elsa Sch-
neider (also a Nazi) ignores the 
knight’s warning not to try to 
remove the Grail from the tem-
ple, causing the structure to 
collapse and the ground to split 
apart. Grasping for the prize of 
immortality, she attempts to 
reach the Grail before it falls 
into the bowels of the earth. So 
desperate is she to live forever, 
that she slips out of Indie’s grip, 
and plunges to her death. In-
die himself almost suffers the 
same fate, until his father con-
vinces him to ‘let it go’.

Immortality: a prize so 
great that some would die in 
attempting to secure it. But 
are they wise to do so? The 
Last Crusade suggests not. 
After all, not only are the two 
people who throw their lives 
away villains, but the knight 
who guards the Grail explic-
itly warns that the cost of liv-
ing forever is having to stay in 
that very same temple, forever. 
And what sort of life would that 
be? Immortality – the film is 
suggesting – might be a curse, 
rather than a blessing.

Such a conclusion will not 
come as a surprise to philoso-
phers who have considered the 
issue. In his essay ‘The Makro-
pulos Case: Reflections on the 
Tedium of Immortality’ (1973), 
the English moral philosopher 
Bernard Williams suggested 
that living forever would be 
awful, akin to being trapped in 
a never-ending cocktail party. 
This was because after a cer-
tain amount of living, human 
life would become unspeak-
ably boring. We need new 

experiences in order to have 
reasons to keep on going. But 
after enough time has passed, 
we will have experienced eve-
rything that we, as individuals, 
find stimulating. We would lack 
what Williams called ‘categori-
cal’ desires: ie, desires that give 
us reasons to keep on living, 
and instead possess only ‘con-
tingent’ desires: ie, things that 
we might as well want to do if 
we’re alive, but aren’t enough 
on their own to motivate us to 
stay alive. For example, if I’m 
going to carry on living, then I 
desire to have my tooth cavity 
filled – but I don’t want to go on 
living simply in order to have 
my cavity filled. By contrast, 
I might well want to carry on 
living so as to finish the grand 
novel that I’ve been compos-
ing for the past 25 years. The 
former is a contingent, the lat-
ter a categorical, desire.

A life devoid of categori-
cal desires, Williams claimed, 
would devolve into a mush 
of undifferentiated banality, 
containing no reason to keep 
on going. Williams used as his 
example Elina Makropulos, a 
character from the opera The 
Makropulos Affair (1926) by the 
Czech composer Leoš Janáček. 
Born in 1585, Elina drinks an 
elixir that keeps her (biologi-
cally speaking) at age 42 for-
ever. However, by the time she 
is over 300 years old, Elina has 
experienced everything she 
wants, and as a result her life is 
cold, empty, boring and with-
drawn. There is nothing left to 
live for. Accordingly, she de-
cides to stop drinking the elixir, 
and releases herself from the 
tedium of immortality.

Yet, as critics have pointed 
out, Williams’s argument isn’t 
really about immortality at 
all. Imagine that the natural 
biological lifespan of a hu-
man being was 1,000 years. 
In that case, in her 300s, Elina 
would have died comparatively 
young. Her problem isn’t that 
she is immortal, just that she’s 
gone on for too long already. If 
there’s a specific problem with 
immortality, it must lie else-
where.

The moral philosopher 
Samuel Scheffler at New York 
University has suggested that 
the real problem with a fantasy 
of immortality is that it doesn’t 
make sense as a coherent de-
sire. Scheffler points out that 
human life is intimately struc-
tured by the fact that it has a 
fixed (even if usually unknown) 

time limit. We all start with a 
birth, then pass through many 
stages of life, before definitely 
ending in death. In turn, Schef-
fler argues, everything that we 
value – and thus can coher-
ently desire in an essentially 
human life – must take as given 
the fact that we are temporally 
bounded beings. Sure, we can 
imagine what it would be like to 
be immortal, if we find that an 
amusing way to pass the time. 
But doing so will obscure a ba-
sic truth: that because death is 
a fixed fact, everything that hu-
man beings value makes sense 
only in light of our time being 
finite, our choices being lim-
ited, and our each getting only 
so many goes before it’s all over.

Scheffler’s case is thus not 
simply that immortality would 
make us miserable (although 
it probably would). It’s that, if 
we had it, we would cease to be 
distinctively human in the way 
that we currently are. But then, 
if we were somehow to attain 
immortality, it wouldn’t get us 
what we want from it: namely, 
for it to be some version of our 
human selves that lives forever. 
A desire for immortality is thus 
a paradox: it would frustrate it-
self were it ever to be achieved. 
In turn, Scheffler implies, once 
we’ve reflected carefully on this 
deep fact about ourselves, we 
should junk any residual desire 
to live forever that we might 
still have.

You might think you want 
to live forever, but reflection 

should convince you otherwise
But is it quite so clear? Can 

we not sympathise, even just 
a little bit, with Donovan and 
Schneider’s grasping after the 
Holy Grail? What is interesting 
in this regard is that, when we 
return to wider popular cul-
ture, instances abound of im-
mortality being presented not 

as a blessing, but a curse.
In Jonathan Swift’s satire 

Gulliver’s Travels (1726), the 
protagonist meets the peculiar 
race of ‘Struldbrugs’, humans 
born with a strange mark on 
their foreheads, indicating that 
they will live forever. Initially 
thinking that these must be 
the happiest of all beings, Gul-
liver revises his view when he 
learns that Struldbrugs never 
stop ageing, leading them to 
sink into decrepitude and in-
sanity, roaming the kingdom 
as disgusting brutes shunned 
by normal humans. Or con-
sider Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s 
poem Tithonus (1860), where 
an immortal narrator describes 
his physiological and psycho-
logical decay brought on by an 
endless life, and the horror and 
loneliness of being trapped in 
such a state.

It seems, then, that both 
philosophers and popular cul-
ture keep trying to tell us the 
same thing: you might think 
that you want to live forever, 
but reflection should convince 
you otherwise. And yet, if this 
is ultimately true – as philoso-
phers and popular culture 
seem to want to say that it is – 
then another question arises: 
why do we keep needing to be 
told?

There is something both 
deeply and persistently ap-
pealing about the idea of im-
mortality, and that cannot be 
dispelled by simply pointing to 
examples where immortality 
would be a curse. To see this, 
we have to think a little more 
carefully about what a desire 
for immortality might in part 
be about.

On the face of it, a desire 
for immortality most obviously 
seems to be a response to the 
fear of death. Most of us are 
afraid to die. If we were immor-

tal, we could escape both that 
fear and its object. Hence, it 
seems, a desire for immortality 
is simply a desire not to die. In 
the face of this, what philoso-
phers, poets and novelists re-
mind us of is that there are fates 
worse than death. Immortality 
might itself turn out to be one 
of them. If so, we should not 
desire to be immortal. No sane 
person, after all, wants to be a 
Struldbrug.

But when we look more 
closely, we see that fear is not 
the only important response to 
the fact of death. Here it is use-
ful to turn to the words of the 
Basque philosopher Miguel de 
Unamuno in The Tragic Sense 
of Life in Men and Nations 
(1912):

I am presented with argu-
ments … to prove the absurdity 
of a belief in the immortality of 
the soul. But these ratiocina-
tions do not move me, for they 
are reasons and no more than 
reasons, and one does not feed 
the heart with reasons. I do not 
want to die. No! I do not want 
to die, and I do not want to 
want to die. I want to live al-
ways, forever and ever. And I 
want to live, this poor I which I 
am, the I which I feel myself to 
be here and now, and for that 
reason I am tormented by the 
problem of the duration of my 
soul, of my own soul. I am the 
centre of my Universe, the cen-
tre of the Universe, and in my 
extreme anguish I cry, along 
with Michelet, ‘My I! They are 
stealing my I!’

Part of what Unamuno is re-
lating here is outrage and anger 
that something is being taken 
away from him (‘they are steal-
ing my I!’). Unamuno is imag-
ining the situation that most of 
us do when we are contemplat-
ing our own deaths: not a dis-
tant point of decrepitude, aged 

107, trapped in a hospital bed, 
in an underfunded care home 
– but rather death as claiming 
us before we are ready. In other 
words, death is often thought 
of, and experienced (for exam-
ple, by the terminally ill), as a 
sort of personal affront, a tak-
ing-away of one’s time, before 
one wants to go. It is, in other 
words, the most fundamental 
attack on one’s agency.

We do not just fear the in-
evitable fact of death, we also 
resent it as a personal affront. 
This is one reason why in West-
ern culture death has often 
been literally personified: not 
a brute, indifferent, merely bio-
logical occurrence, but a Grim 
Reaper who comes to claim 
your individual soul. Likewise, 
it’s no coincidence that the 
Grim Reaper can be bargained 
with. If you beat him at chess – 
so the legend goes – he has to 
let you go. You, as the agent, 
can try to stay in control.

Of course, the harsh reality 
is that death comes either ‘too 

early or too late’
What this means is that 

there might be – contrary to 
Scheffler’s argument – a co-
herent desire for immortality 
after all. This is because desir-
ing immortality might not sim-
ply be about having a desire 
to live forever. It might instead 
be a desire to control when we 
ourselves will die, choosing to 
end it all only when – and not 
before – we ourselves are ready.

Indeed, such a possibil-
ity is depicted in the ancient 
Sanskrit epic poem Mahab-
harata, where the great warrior 
Bhishma is granted the boon 
of ‘death upon desire’. Bhish-
ma cannot die until he wills 
it – but that does not preclude 
him from later falling in battle 
at the hands of Arjuna, finding 
himself incapacitated on a bed 
of arrows. Still, even when so 
incapacitated, Bhishma is not 
yet ready to die. He elects first 
to lie on the field of battle and 
pass on his wisdom to Yudhish-
thira, until he has decided that 
the time has come for him to 
depart. Bhishma prepares him-
self for death, and when he is 
ready, draws his life to a close.

This capacity for ‘death 
upon desire’ is presented in 
the Mahabharata explicitly as 
a boon. And the contrast with 
immortality as being some-
how unable to die is clear. Had 
Bhishma been impaled on the 
bed of arrows while being un-

able to die – and hence pre-
sumably having to stay there 
forever – he would certainly 
have laboured under a curse. 
As it is, things were different. 
Yet Bhishma’s boon seems co-
herent as something we might 
want for ourselves. It would 
eradicate fears of dying before 
we are ready, at the same time 
as preserving a capacity to call 
it quits when we’ve had enough 
– all the while accepting Schef-
fler’s point that eventually we 
will need to die for our lives 
to be worth living in the first 
place.

Of course, the harsh reality 
is that most of us will find that 
death comes – in Williams’s 
phrase – either ‘too early or too 
late’. Too early, if we are not yet 
ready to go. Too late, if we’ve 
gotten to the point where life 
is already not worth living any-
more. Indeed, we hardly need 
philosophers to convince us 
that, for many people, there 
are fates worse than death: as-
sisted dying clinics in countries 
such as Switzerland demon-
strate that many people will 
choose to die rather than carry 
on in gross physical pain or 
continued indignity, especially 
when there is no prospect of 
recovery. It is a striking feature, 
however, of most societies that 
they deny people the choice to 
die at the very point when they 
most rationally desire it.

Immortality is, obviously 
enough, an impossible fantasy 
– hence it cannot be a genuine 
solution to the unfortunate yet 
elemental facts of the human 
condition, nor an answer to 
the fraught complexities sur-
rounding euthanasia as regards 
both social policy and moral 
judgment. Nonetheless, the 
reason such a fantasy endures 
in popular imagination – as 
well as being a target for philo-
sophical reflection – is that it 
taps into something important 
about our attitudes towards 
death. We are not simply afraid 
of death, we also resent it, be-
cause it is experienced as an 
assault on our personal agency. 
We can fully control our own 
deaths in only one direction 
– and that, of course, is usu-
ally no comfort at all. As with so 
many things in life, death turns 
out to be more complicated 
than it first appears.

Paul Sagar is a lecturer in 
political theory in the depart-

ment of political economy, 
King’s College London.

Taponeel Mukherjee  | IANS

The 21st-Century ‘Highways’ That India Needs 
“Transportation” infrastructure applies to 

physical goods as much as to non-phys-
ical goods. Infrastructure that assists in 

“transporting commodities through space” is 
what is most needed in India today. To boost 
growth and create a global economy to match 
the best, it needs “highways” that assist in ef-
ficiently transporting not just physical goods 
but also energy, data and power.

The rise in fuel prices and the policy ob-
jective of gradually moving away from coal-
based energy sources creates the need for 
“highways for natural gas” -- pipelines. Data 
available with the Ministry of Power (as of 
April 30, 2018, obtained from the Central Elec-
tricity Authority) suggests that coal still meets 
57.3 per cent of energy needs in India. The 
contribution of gas is currently pegged at only 
7.2 per cent.

India intends to push up the contribution 
of natural gas in the energy mix to 20 per cent 

by 2025, according to the “Vision 2030” Natural 
Gas Infrastructure in India report. The coun-
try’s commitment to promoting natural gas 
and the urgent need to meet the energy mix 
target implies that significant infrastructure 
investments are needed in pipelines to enable 
the movement of gas from the source of import 
and production to the end consumer. These 
“highways of natural gas transportation” are 
the infrastructure required to gradually trans-
form the country into a low-carbon economy.

“Highways for power” will be essential 
because of gradually rising incomes and the 
consequent increase in energy consumption, 
as well as more points of consumption. High-
quality power transmission infrastructure can 
help create a sustainable power ecosystem, 
where the points of consumption can be bet-
ter linked to the points of production. It will 
also help boost productivity and business.

The ability of India to create linkages be-
tween competitive renewable energy tariffs, 
efficient power transmission and eventually 

assisting energy reliant industries to gradually 
switch to cleaner and relatively inexpensive 
energy can help boost business by lowering 
input costs through providing access to low-
cost energy. Production of low-cost energy is 
essential, but so is the effective “transporta-
tion” of such energy to the user, especially in 
an industry where storage infrastructure is 
still relatively new. 

With data consumption across the econ-
omy increasing at a rapid pace, the need for 
more fixed-line fibre infrastructure is an obvi-
ous outcome. To accommodate higher speeds 
and higher use of data, these “highways of 
data” will have to be built. Fibre infrastructure 
will help the adoption of 5G, faster consump-
tion of data and growth of data-driven busi-
ness models across sectors. “Fiberisation” will 
require both policy clarity around “Right of 
Way” issues and financing strategies that can 
deliver viable business models.

As with highways that transport physical 
goods, highways for energy, power and data 

also require not just quantity, but also quality. 
For example, power transmission infrastruc-
ture in India has been plagued historically by 
a high level of transmission and distribution 
losses (estimated at 21.5 percent in 2015-16, 
according to government data).

However, as we create the new “highways 
of the 21st century”, paying attention to the 
quality of infrastructure will significantly ben-
efit India in the long run. Natural gas pipeline, 
power transmission assets and data fibre in-
frastructure are long-dated investments. The 
ability to create high-quality infrastructure, 
even if it were to cost marginally higher at the 
outset, delivers significant value over the life 
of the asset. 

Business models that help finance new 
“transportation” infrastructure most cost-
effectively will be significant. The Toll-oper-
ate-transfer (TOT) model that the National 
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) utilised 
for monetising existing highways is one of the 
potential ways of generating financing for the 

different “highways” required in the different 
sectors.

That said, a TOT mechanism alone cannot 
finance the vast infrastructure needs that the 
transportation of mission-critical data, ener-
gy and power requires. New business models 
and investors are required.

For example, while constrained telecom 
sector balance sheets might mean there are 
challenges to fibre infrastructure implemen-
tation in India, clarity around policy might 
create business opportunities for fibre infra-
structure investors and operators. Policies 
that enable financially sustainable business 
models while balancing consumer needs will 
be the driver for 21st-century “highway” in-
frastructure in India. 

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development 
Tracks, an infrastructure advisory firm. 

The views expressed are personal. He 
can contacted at taponeel.mukherjee@

development-tracks.com or @Taponeel on 
Twitter)
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Rafale fighters quietly fly into India 
amid uproar over alleged scam 

National Conference will 
not participate in J&K local 
body polls — Farooq

MP cabinet hikes ex-gratia to 
kin of deceased journalists

UP to invoke NSA for exam paper leaks

‘Schools cannot deny 
admission for lack of Aadhaar’

BJP slammed after Maharashtra 
MLA threatens to ‘abduct’ women 

SC verdict on validity of criminalising 
consensual gay sex likely today

SC to hear plea seeking stay on Rafale deal next week

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presents a bouquet to US Secretary of Defence James Mattis 
on his arrival at Palam Tech Area, to attend India’s first ever ‘2+2 Dialogue’ between the two nations, 
in New Delhi, Wednesday.

PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 5 (IANS): Three 
Rafale jets quietly flew into 
India for a three-day halt at mili-
tary bases in a low-key military 
diplomatic affair, apparently 
due to the political storm raging 
over alleged irregularities in the 
purchase of the fighter aircraft 
from a French firm.

The three Rafale jets flown 
by the French Air Force (FAF) 
pilots were returning from Exer-
cise Pitch Black 2018 at Darwin 
in Australia, in which 16 nations 
from across the globe, including 
the Indian Air Force, had taken 
part. 

The Rafale fighter aircraft 
and transport aircraft staged 
through Air Force Station, Gwal-
ior, and Air Force Station, Agra, 
from September 1-4, an IAF 
spokesperson said.

The French jets took off on 
Tuesday evening from Gwal-
ior. The Maharajpur airbase in 
Gwalior is home to two Mirage 
2000 squadrons. Both the Mi-
rage and Rafale are manufac-
tured by the same French maker 
- Dassault Aviation.

“During the staging period, 
FAF and IAF carried out basic 

joint training, which included 
fighter sorties by pilots in their 
respective aircraft with ob-
servers onboard each other’s 
transport aircraft supporting 
the missions. 

“This interaction with FAF 
provided a unique opportunity 
for exchange of experience and 
sharing of best practices during 
cooperative deployment,” the 
spokesperson said.

During the military drill in 
Australia, it is believed that In-
dian Su-30 fighter pilots flew in 
the same three Rafales.

Though a picture of one 
of the three jets in India had 
emerged on the social media on 
Tuesday, the official announce-
ment regarding their stay was 
only made a day after their 
departure.

Apparently, the halt of Ra-
fale jets was not announced in 
advance because of the allega-
tions of massive irregularities 
in the Rafale deal. The Congress 
has maintained that the Modi 
government was procuring 
each aircraft at a cost higher 
than the rate finalised by the 
UPA government.

Together two

The Supreme Court Wednes-
day agreed to hear next week a 
plea seeking a stay on the Rafale 
fighter jet deal between India and 
France.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chandra-
chud considered the submis-
sions of advocate M L Sharma 
that his plea be listed for urgent 
hearing.

In his petition, Sharma has al-
leged discrepancies in the fighter 
jet deal with France and sought a 
stay on it. 

Sharma has claimed in his 
plea that the inter-government 
agreement to buy 36 Rafale fight-
er jets must be quashed as it was 
an “outcome of corruption” and 
not ratified by Parliament under 
Article 253 (Parliament has power 
to make any law for implement-
ing any inter-government agree-
ment) of the Constitution.

The petition has also sought 
FIR and prosecution of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, former 
defence Minister and present Goa 

Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar, 
business tycoon Anil Ambani and 
French armament firm Dassault 
with recovery of amount.

A similar plea was filed in the 
apex court in March this year 
seeking an independent probe 
into the Rafale deal and disclo-
sure of the cost involved in the 
deal before Parliament.

The plea, filed by Congress 
leader Tehseen S Poonawalla, 
had sought issuance of a direc-
tion against the Centre as to why 
the Union Cabinet’s approval was 
not sought as part of the Defence 
Procurement Procedure (DPP) 
before signing the procurement 
deal with France on September 
23, 2016.

Rafale deal is a defence agree-
ment signed between the govern-
ments of India and France for 
the purchase of 36 Rafale fighter 
aircrafts in a fly-away condition as 
a part of the upgrading process of 
Indian Air Force equipment.

The Rafale fighter is a twin-en-
gine Medium Multi Role Combat 
Aircraft (MMRCA) manufactured 

by French aerospace company 
Dassault Aviation.

Indian Air Force had ad-
vanced a proposal to buy 126 
fighter aircraft in August 2007 and 
floated a tender. Following this, 
an invitation was sent to various 
aviation companies to participate 
in the bidding process.

Poonawalla had claimed in 
his plea that the MoD had with-
drawn the 2007 tender for pro-
curement of 126 fighter planes, 
while the deal announced for 
procurement of 36 Rafale fighter 
aircraft was altogether a fresh 
procurement.

His plea said that in 2012, the 
deal for 126 fighter aircrafts was 
proposed by then UPA govern-
ment, and out of the total of 126 
number, 18 Rafale fighter jets 
were to be delivered by Dassault 
Aviation company in a fly-away 
condition, while the remaining 
108 were to be manufactured in 
India at the public sector Hindus-
tan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
under a transfer of technology 
agreement.

Srinagar, Sep. 5 (PTI): 
The Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference will 
boycott the local body and 
panchayat elections in the 
state unless the Centre 
takes effective steps for 
protection of Article 35-A 
of the Constitution, which 
is facing legal challenge in 
the Supreme Court, party 
president Farooq Abdul-
lah said Wednesday. 

“The core group (of 
NC) unanimously de-
cided that the National 
Conference will not par-
ticipate in these elections 
unless and until the gov-
ernment of India and the 
state government clarify 
their positions in this re-
gard and take effective 
steps for protection of Ar-
ticle 35-A in and outside 
the courts,” Abdullah said 
after the meeting here. 

He said the decision of 
the state administration 
to hold urban local body 
polls and panchayat elec-
tions was taken in a “hur-
ried manner” and without 
taking into consideration 
the prevailing situation 
“created by the powers 
that be by unnecessarily 
fiddling with Article 35-A”. 

The state government 
last week announced the 
schedule for holding elec-
tions to local bodies and 
panchayats in the state. 

While the urban local 
body polls are slated for 
the first week of October, 
the Panchayat elections 
are scheduled to be held 
in November-December 

this year. 
Abdullah said the core 

group had a detailed dis-
cussion about prevailing 
situation in the state with 
particular reference to 
Article 35-A of the Consti-
tution. “It was felt that any 
tinkering with Article 35-A 
would prove disastrous 
not only for our state but 
for the entire country”. 

He said the stands of 
the central government 
and the present dispen-
sation in Jammu and 
Kashmir before the Su-
preme Court goes “clearly 
against the wishes and 
aspirations of the people 
of the state. 

“They conveniently 
ignore that this provision 
was incorporated in the 
Constitution after thor-
ough discussion between 
the then state government 
and the Government of 
India and was made part 
of the Delhi Agreement 
1952,” he said.

“It was also approved 
by the state’s constituent 
assembly as envisaged 
under article 370 of the 
Constitution,” he said. 

Abdullah said the 
core group resolved that 
J&K National Conference 
would fight tooth and 
nail all “sinister” attempts 
aimed at interfering with 
this constitutional guar-
antee. 

“Such attempts, if al-
lowed, shall strike at the 
very basis of the relation-
ship between the state 
and the Union,” he said.

Bhopal, Sep. 5 (PTI): The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment Tuesday decided to increase from Rs one lakh 
to Rs four lakh the ex-gratia to be paid to the kin of 
accredited journalists in the event of the death of the 
scribe.

MP Public Relations Minister Narottam Mishra 
Wednesday said this decision was taken during the 
meeting of the state cabinet held Tuesday evening.

“The cabinet decided to increase from Rs one lakh 
to Rs four lakh the amount of ex-gratia to be paid to 
the kin of accredited journalists in case of the latter’s 
death,” he told reporters.

The cabinet also decided to increase the com-
pensation amount given to journalists/cameramen 
from Rs 25,000 to Rs 50,000 in case of damage to their 
vehicles or cameras, the minister said.

The state government also decided to give five 
per cent interest subsidy for a period of five years on 
housing loan up to Rs 25 lakh to accredited journal-
ists from the current financial year (from April 2018), 
he said.

“Fulfilling the major demand of the government 
college teachers, the cabinet also decided to imple-
ment the benefits of the Seventh Pay Commission 
from January 1, 2016,” the minister said.

The arrears between January 1, 2016 and August 
31, 2018, will be paid in one instalment and deposited 
in their GPF accounts, he added.

According to Mishra, the cabinet also took several 
other decisions, including granting of tehsil status to 
Sleemanabad in Katni district of the state and crea-
tion of Kuno National Park.

Lucknow, Sep. 5 (PTI): Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has 
threatened to invoke the stringent Na-
tional Security Act (NSA) against those 
involved in leaking papers of competi-
tive exams.

Signalling tough action to deal with 
frequent paper-leak cases in the state, 
Adityanath said, “The exams should be 
transparent and corruption-free. The 
government will not tolerate those trying 
to play with the future of the youths. 

Strict action will be taken against 
those who pollute the examination proc-
ess,” an official spokesman said Wednes-
day, quoting the chief minister.

The UP government has held out the 
NSA threaten in the past while mention-
ing efforts to deal with cow slaughter, 
power theft, insult to the national anthem 
and circulation of fake currency.

The NSA allows preventive detention 
for months, if the authorities are satisfied 
that the person is a threat to national se-
curity or law and order.

Adityanath also directed officials 
heading recruitment boards to ensure 
that vacancies in their departments are 
filled without much delay.

The paper leak led to the cancellation 
of the examination and the UPSSSC said 
it will now prepare at least two sets of 
question papers to deal with such cases. 
On July 29, the police arrested 51 people 
from different parts of the state for fa-
cilitating cheating during a examination 
for the recruitment of assistant teachers. 
Nineteen people were arrested on June 18 
for allegedly aiding cheating through hi-
tech devices and placing “solvers” imper-
sonating aspirants in the state’s constable 
recruitment examination.

New Delhi, Sep. 5 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court is likely to pro-
nounce on Thursday its much-
awaited verdict on a clutch of 
petitions seeking decriminalisa-
tion of 158-year old colonial law 
under Section 377 of the IPC 
which criminalises consensual 
gay sex.

A five-judge constitution 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra had reserved its 
verdict on July 17 after hear-
ing various stakeholders for 
four days, including gay rights 
activists.

Besides the CJI, the bench 
also comprised justices R F 
Nariman, A M Khanwilkar, D 
Y Chandrachud and Indu Mal-
hotra. The Centre, which had 
initially sought adjournment 
for filing its response to the peti-
tions, had later left to the wisdom 
of the court the issue of legal-
ity of the penal provision on the 
aspects of criminalising consen-
sual unnatural sex between two 
consenting adults.

The Centre had said that the 
other aspects of the penal provi-
sion dealing with minors and 
animals should be allowed to 
remain in the statute book. 

Section 377 refers to ‘un-

natural offences’ and says who-
ever voluntarily has carnal in-
tercourse against the order of 
nature with any man, woman or 
animal, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with 
imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term which may extend 
to 10 years, and shall also be li-
able to pay a fine.

The apex court heard the 
writ petitions filed by dancer 
Navtej Jauhar, journalist Sunil 
Mehra, chef Ritu Dalmia, hotel-
iers Aman Nath and Keshav Suri 
and business executive Ayesha 
Kapur and 20 former and current 
students of the IITs.

They have sought decrimi-
nalisation of consensual sex 
between two consenting adults 
of the same sex by declaring 
section 377 of IPC as illegal and 
unconstitutional.

The issue of section 377 was 
first raised by NGO Naaz Foun-
dation, which had in 2001 ap-
proached the Delhi High Court 
which had decriminalised sex 
between consenting adults of 
the same gender by holding the 
penal provision as “illegal”.

This 2009 judgement of the 
high court was overturned in 
2013 by the apex court which 

had also dismissed the review 
plea against which the curative 
petitions were filed which are 
pending.

The apex court had com-
menced the hearing on the fresh 
writ petitions challenging re-
criminalisation of consensual 
gay sex between two adults, re-
jecting the Centre’s plea seeking 
postponement of the proceed-
ings by four weeks.

It had in 2013 restored the 
criminality of the sexual rela-
tionship between persons of the 
same sex, after the Delhi High 
Court had decriminalised it in 
2009. 

At the outset of the hearing, 
the five-judge bench on July 10 
had made it clear that it was 
not going into the curative peti-
tions and would adjudicate on 
the fresh writ petitions in the 
matter. 

The writ petitions were op-
posed by Apostolic Alliance of 
Churches and Utkal Christian 
Association and some other 
NGOs and individuals including 
Suresh Kumar Kaushal.

Kaushal had also challenged 
the 2009 verdict of the high court 
in the apex court which had re-
stored section 377 of IPC.

New Delhi, Sep. 5 (PTI): 
Government agency UIDAI 
Wednesday asked schools 
not to refuse admission to 
students for lack of Aad-
haar and said such denials 
are “invalid” and “not per-
mitted under the law”.

Taking a stern view of 
cases where few schools 
had denied admission to 
children in absence of Aad-
haar, the Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of India 
(UIDAI) said “it must be en-
sured that no children are 
deprived/denied of their 
due benefits or rights for 
want of Aadhaar”.

The move by the UIDAI 
is expected to offer relief to 
parents and students who 
are left in a lurch when 
schools insist on Aadhaar 
number at the time of ad-
mission.

For children who are 
not yet assigned an Aad-
haar number or those 
whose biometrics are not 
updated in the database, 
the UIDAI has asserted 
that under Aadhaar rules it 
will be the “responsibility” 
of schools to arrange for 
enrolments and biomet-
ric update facility for such 
students. 

The nodal body for 
Aadhaar has also exhorted 
schools to co-ordinate with 
local banks, post offices, 
state education depart-
ment and district adminis-
tration, to facilitate special 
camps for such enrolment 
and updation to take place. 

In fact, the Aadhaar-

issuing body has said that it 
is “obligatory” on the states 
to arrange - through its 
education department and 
district administration - the 
Aadhaar enrolment camp 
in all schools at least twice 
a year. A roster should be 
drawn up for this, it added.

In a statement, UIDAI 
CEO Ajay Bhushan Pandey 
said that it is the responsi-
bility of the schools to hold 
special camps in coordina-
tion with local banks, post 
offices, state education 
department and district 
administration to facilitate 
the entire process.

A UIDAI circular ad-
dressed to Chief Secretar-
ies of States/Lt Governor of 
UTs said: “Some instances 
have come to our notice 
that few schools are deny-
ing admission to children 
for want of Aadhaar. Such 
denials are invalid and not 
permitted under the law.” 

It instructed schools to 
ensure that no child is de-
nied admission and other 
facilities for lack of Aad-
haar.

The UIDAI said since 
the 12-digit identifier is 
being sought from school 
children for admission, 
obtaining scholarships and 
attending boards, com-
petitive and others exami-
nations, it is the impor-
tant that schools provide 
Aadhaar enrolment and 
biometric update facility 
to students, so they do not 
face any difficulty. 

Also, mandatory up-

date of biometrics in Aad-
haar is required for children 
on attaining the age of 5-15 
years to ascertain validity 
of their Aadhaar number 
assigned earlier, said the 
circular seen by PTI.

“Till Aadhaar number is 
assigned or biometrics are 
updated for such students 
all facilities should be ex-
tended through alternate 
means of identification...,” 
the UIDAI has said.

To ensure that children 
do not run into any prob-
lem in availing the benefits 
in case they do not have 
an Aadhaar, UIDAI said 
“it is obligatory on State 
Government/s to arrange 
through its education de-
partment and district ad-
ministration to organise 
Aadhaar enrolment camp 
in all the schools at least 
twice a year by making 
school-wise roster for the 
same”.

“In order to augment 
the state effort in organis-
ing enrolment camp, the 
State/s may also co-ordi-
nate with banks and post 
offices either to organise 
camp in nearby schools or 
children may be arranged 
to be taken to Aadhaar 
enrolment and update 
centres located at nearby 
banks/post office,” it said. 

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the Supreme 
Court has reserved its 
judgement on a clutch of 
petitions challenging the 
constitutional validity of 
Aadhaar Act.

Mumbai, Sep. 5 (IANS): The 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) came under heavy 
fire across Maharashtra on 
Wednesday after its Mumbai 
MLA Ram Kadam publicly 
threatened to “abduct” wom-
en and bring them to their 
spurned suitors for marriage.

Cutting across party lines, 
political leaders, women’s 
groups and social activists 
slammed the BJP demanding 
an unconditional apology, 
Kadam’s resignation from the 
Assembly and his arrest.

Shiv Sena President Ud-
dhav Thackeray, a BJP ally, led 
the charge.

“Not only should strict ac-
tion be taken against him, he 
should not be given a ticket 
by any party to contest future 
elections. He is a person of a 
low character and mentality,” 
Thackeray told the media.

The BJP legislator’s re-
marks, made after a Goku-
lashtami function on Mon-
day, sparked an uproar in 
Maharashtra, drawing all-
round condemnation.

Representing the BJP in 

Ghatkopar, north-east Mum-
bai, Kadam declared that he 
would abduct girls and bring 
them to their rejected suit-
ors and provided his phone 
number as a ‘helpline’.

“If you have proposed to 
a girl and she has rejected 
you, I will help you 100 per-
cent. Come to me with your 
parents and say that they ap-
prove her. Then, I will catch 
her and bring her to you,” 
Kadam boasted before the 
gathering.

After the video of the 
event went viral on Tuesday 
evening, a cornered Kadam 
claimed he was quoted out 
of context and blamed the 
media for blowing it out of 
proportion. He also said that 
he was joking.

“I had no intentions to 
hurt anybody’s sentiments. 
But if I have done so, I regret 
it. Certain opponents are 
behind this misunderstand-
ing,” Kadam said in a Tuesday 
night tweet.

The issue continued to 
snowball with a group of 
women activists ‘gheraoing’ 

Education Minister Vinod 
Tawde and the NCP staging 
a noisy protest at Ghatkopar 
police station demanding 
Kadam’s arrest.

The Congress, NCP, Ma-
harashtra Navnirman Sena 
(MNS), Samajwadi Party and 
others organised protests.

A Pune girl, Minakshi G. 
Patil, hurled an open chal-
lenge on social media to Ka-
dam, daring him to “touch” 
her if he had the guts.

“I am throwing the gaunt-
let, accept it. Let’s settle this in 
person. I will come to Mum-
bai... Lay a finger on me and 
leave the rest to me. This is 
shameful and cheap, such 
statements have no place in 
Chhatrapati Shivaji’s Mahar-
ashtra,” she said.

Various forms of protests 
were witnessed in Thane, Pal-
ghar, Raigad, Nashik, Pune, 
Solapur, Osmanabad and 
other places.

State Congress President 
Ashok Chavan asked: “Has 
the BJP made him a legislator 
to kidnap women?”

NCP spokesperson Na-

wab Malik said “the BJP’s 
‘Ravana’ face has emerged. 
He is talking about kidnap-
ping women. So henceforth 
he should be called ‘Ravana 
Kadam’.”

Samajwadi President Abu 
Asim Azmi said the BJP MLA’s 
speech was a clear indicator 
that the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao’ campaign was a 
sham.

Leader of Opposition 
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil 
warned that the opposition 
would paralyse the next Leg-
islative Assembly session.

Aam Aadmi Party’s Preeti 
Sharma-Menon asked BJP’s 
male members if it was okay 
if their daughters were ab-
ducted by Kadam. Mumbai 
Congress President Sanjay 
Nirupam asked all women 
in the country not to vote for 
the BJP.

Though the BJP has not 
officially commented, the 
state leadership sought a 
copy of the full video of the 
Monday function and an ex-
planation from the MLA.
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News IN BrIef
17 dead as trains collide in Angola
Luanda, Sep. 5 (IANS): At least 17 people were killed and 
12 others injured on Tuesday in a collision involving a 
rail maintenance train and a freight train in Angola’s 
southern Namibe province, authorities said. Emer-
gency crew on site said the death toll could go up and 
that there are still victims stranded in the trains, Xinhua 
reported.

Floods kill 15, leave five missing in 
Vietnam
Hanoi, Sep. 5 (IANS): Flash floods and landslides caused 
by heavy rain in Vietnam’s northern and central regions 
since late last week have killed 15 people and left five 
missing, the Central Steering Committee for Natural 
Disaster Prevention and Control said on Wednesday. 
As of Wednesday, floods and landslides claimed nine 
lives and left three people missing in central Thanh 
Hoa province. Meanwhile, floods killed two people in 
northern Lang Son province, and one person in each of 
the four northern provinces of Hoa Binh, Yen Bai, Son La 
and Lai Chau, and left one person missing in Lai Chau 
and Yen Bai each, Xinhua news agency reported.

Six killed in Tehran crane crash
Tehran, Sep. 5 (IANS): Six construction workers were 
killed in a crane crash accident in Iran’s capital Tehran 
on Tuesday evening, official IRNA news agency re-
ported. The crane had been installed in a construction 
site in the Chitgar district to the west of Tehran where 
the workers were busy working, the spokesperson for 
the firefighting department of Tehran municipality told 
IRNA. Seyyed Jalal Maleki said that the firefighters work-
ing to rescue the other people were injured in the crash 
accident. The cause of incident is under investigation, 
the report said.

Over 9,000 passengers stranded at 
Chinese airport
Beijing, Sep. 5 (IANS): Heavy rains on Wednesday left 
around 9,000 people stranded at the Chengdu Shuan-
gliu International Airport in China’s Sichuan province. 
Airport authorities said 34 flights were cancelled, 98 
delayed and 30 landed at alternative airports, Xinhua 
news agency reported. A rainstorm has hit the city from 
3 a.m. to 5 a.m. Again from 10.30 a.m., heavy rain pelted 
through the city, forcing the airport to temporarily close 
both of its runways twice. Sichuan has been battered 
by heavy rain this summer. Meteorological authorities 
have warned the public to be prepared for potential 
disasters as the rain continues. 

Over 200,000 Afghans displaced in 
7 months — UN agency
Kabul, Sep. 5 (IANS): More than 200,000 Afghans have 
been internally displaced by conflict in the first seven 
months of 2018, the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Afghanistan said on 
Wednesday. “From 1 January to 10 August, 2018, 209,000 
people fled their homes due to conflict in Afghanistan, 
with 31 of 34 provinces recording forced displacement,” 
Xinhua news agency quoted OCHA as saying in a state-
ment.  Afghan officials and humanitarian agencies 
have expressed concern over the increasing numbers 
of displaced families in the country.

Israel closes route to Gaza after 
violence
Jerusalem, Sep. 5 (IANS): Israel closed a border cross-
ing to the Gaza Strip except for humanitarian cases on 
Wednesday in response to violence a day earlier. Israeli 
authorities said Palestinians have caused damage to 
Erez crossing while protesting the US’ decision to cut aid 
to UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA), Efe news reported. “Every day approximately 
1,000 Gazans enter Israel through Erez Crossing to work, 
study, or pray. Yesterday (Tuesday), hundreds of Gazan 
rioters damaged this crossing, resulting in its closure for 
repairs,” the Israeli Defence Forces said in a statement. 

Two Russians military spies 
charged with attempted murder 
of Skirpals with deadly nerve agent
London, Sep. 5 (PTI): British prosecutors on Wednesday 
charged two Russian nationals, described as officers 
from the Russian military intelligence service GRU, with 
the attempted murder of former spy Sergei Skripal and 
his daughter with a deadly nerve agent in the UK earlier 
this year. There was “sufficient evidence” to charge two 
Russian nationals, Scotland Yard said. The suspects, 
named as Alexander Petrov and Ruslan Boshirov, be-
lieved to be in their 40s and using the names as aliases, 
Scotland Yard and the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
said in a statement. 

Taliban key commander among 7 
killed in Afghanistan
Kabul, Sep. 5 (IANS): Taliban key commander Mullah 
Ghousuding was among 7 persons killed on Wednes-
day in a blast outside Qala-e-Naw, the capital of Af-
ghanistan’s western Badghis province, police said. “The 
notorious Mullah Ghousuding, alias Sia Khan, along 
with his men were busy in subversive activities to ter-
rorize people outside Qala-e-Naw city but an explosive 
device suddenly went off, killing him and six others on 
the spot,” a police spokesman told Xinhua news agency. 

AP/PTI

Pope Francis kisses a baby as he arrives in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican for his weekly general audience, Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2018. 

Washington, Sep. 5 (IANS): Gover-
nor of the US state of Arizona, Doug 
Ducey, announced on Tuesday that 
he has appointed former Republican 
Senator Jon Kyl to fill the Senate seat 
vacated by Senator John McCain, 
who died last month.

“There is no one in Arizona 
with the stature of Senator Jon Kyl,” 
Ducey told reporters in Phoenix, 
with Kyl at his side. “He is a man 
without comparable peer,” Xinhua 
reported. 

Kyl, 76, served from 1995 to 2013 
in the US senate, where he worked 
alongside McCain, who died late 
last month at the age of 81 following 
a yearlong battle with brain cancer.

Kyl said he would be “honored” 
to return to the chamber, while add-
ing that he doesn’t intend to run for 
the seat in the future, for any other 
seat. 

Widow Cindy McCain said it was 
a “great tribute” to her late husband 
that their close friend Kyl will return 

to public service by assuming Mc-
Cain’s seat.

Kyl is also one of the “sherpas” 
escorting Brett Kavanaugh, U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s pick to be 
the next U.S. Supreme Court justice, 
through the Senate confirmation 
process.  The Senate confirma-
tion hearing for Kavanaugh began 
Tuesday, which has descended 
into chaos as Democrats protested 
about Republicans blocking access 
to documents concerning the judge.

Manila, Sep. 5 (IANS): The 
mayor of Ronda, a city in 
central Philippines, was 
shot dead on Wednesday 
morning when several men 
broke into his office, mark-
ing the 16th elected local 
official to be assassinated 
under the current admin-
istration.

Ronda mayor Mariano 
Blanco III was pronounced 
dead at 2.25 a.m local time 
(18.25 GMT on Tuesday) 
upon arriving at a nearby 
hospital in Barili town, po-
lice senior inspector JR Pal-
con said, Efe reported.

According to Palcon, 
several men who are yet 
to be identified arrived 
at the Town Hall in a van 
at around 1.30 a.m and 
opened fire inside the mu-
nicipal office of Ronda 
in Cebu province where 
Blanco was said to be 
sleeping.

Blanco was on the 
blacklist of public officials 
allegedly involved in the 
illegal drugs trade that was 
ordered by President Rod-

rigo Duterte as part of his 
war on drugs campaign. 
Blanco was stripped of 
his authority over police 
in 2017, although he de-
nied involvement in illegal 
drugs.

In February, lawyer Jon-
ah John Ungab, Blanco’s 
nephew and deputy mayor 
of Ronda, was also shot 
dead after attending a court 
hearing with his client Ker-
win Espinosa.

In July, the League of 
Municipalities of the Phil-
ippines - which comprises 
68 mayors from the main 
cities in the country - re-
quested a meeting with the 
President to address the 
assassinations of local offi-
cials and their involvement 
with the government’s so-
called “narco list.”

Started by Duterte in 
2016, the war on drugs has 
unleashed violence in the 
country, with more than 
4,500 suspects killed in po-
lice raids and more than 
23,500 unsolved murder 
cases.

Bangkok, Sep. 5 (PTI/AP): Myan-
mar’s government looks as if it’s 
under siege from an international 
community concerned about the 
condition of its nascent democ-
racy, with widespread calls for 
a genocide tribunal to hold its 
military to account for the brutal 
treatment of its Muslim Rohingya 
minority.

But experts say not to expect 
any change of course from the 
country’s leader, State Coun-
sellor Aung San Suu Kyi, even 
after a fresh round of withering 
criticism from abroad following 
Monday’s show-trial conviction of 
two Reuters reporters who helped 
expose extrajudicial killings of 10 
Rohingya men and boys.

Suu Kyi’s motivations are 
opaque. Even as a revered pro-
democracy activist, the Nobel 
Peace laureate had a reputation 
for being autocratic, but now 
her core ideology has come into 
question.

There is at least a loose con-

sensus that she faces real restric-
tions on her actions due to the 
power retained by the military 
that is enshrined in the constitu-
tion it imposed in 2007.

“Aung San Suu Kyi has tried 
to balance her delicate and an-
tagonistic relationship with the 
military and her conception of so-
ciety’s needs, perhaps fearing too 
strident a stance could prompt an 
overt return to military rule, which 
is possible under the constitution 
in certain circumstances,” David 
Steinberg, professor emeritus at 
Georgetown University, wrote in 
July in the online magazine The 
Diplomat.

Other observers are less gen-
erous, saying Suu Kyi’s seeming 
impassivity toward the plight of 
the Rohingya and hostility toward 
those wishing to address the issue 
undercut the narrative pitting her 
against the military.

“People tended to think that 
Aung San Suu Kyi and the military 
were at odds, and each feared 

that the other would dislodge 
them from power,” said Khin Zaw 
Win, a rare outspoken critic of the 
government who directs the Tam-
padipa Institute, a Yangon-based 
capacity-building institution.

He said the conviction of the 
two Reuters journalists, who were 
sentenced to seven years in pris-
on, is a reminder that “shows that 
what they fear in tandem is the 
world out there finding the truth 
and seeking to unseat them.” 

The old saying, “They have to 
hang together, or they hang sepa-
rately,” describes their situation, 
he said.

Political realities inside and 
outside Myanmar suggest there 
is neither the will nor a way to 
ensure justice for the Rohingya, 
700,000 of whom fled to neigh-
bouring Bangladesh to escape a 
brutal counterinsurgency cam-
paign by the army. 

Myanmar denies any large-
scale human rights violations and 
says its actions were a response 

to surprise attacks by militants 
in August last year that killed a 
dozen members of the security 
forces. Critics charge it was ethnic 
cleansing.

Those inclined to bring Myan-
mar to account have few weapons 
to do so. 

Despite the recommendation 
last month of a special UN fact-
finding commission that top My-
anmar commanders be charged 
with genocide, no trial is likely to 
be held in the foreseeable future.

It’s far from clear that any 
country would officially push 
prosecution, and certain that 
several would seek to frustrate it. 

Major powers that have never 
entertained much interest in hu-
man rights China and Russia also 
have strategic reasons to cozy up 
to Myanmar, a well-situated out-
post on the Indian Ocean.

“Not only isn’t Myanmar a 
member of the ICC, but a case 
must be brought by a member of 
the UN Security Council. China 

and Russia have made clear that 
they would block a case against 
Myanmar.” 

The desire to contain China’s 
growing influence in Southeast 
Asia is a major issue.

“The US and most Western 
democracies want to avoid push-
ing Myanmar further in the arms 
of Beijing,” Hiebert said.

Competition with China for 
geopolitical influence, as well as 
friendship from regional coun-
tries anxious not to rock the boat 
or jeopardize investments, also 
limit the threat of unfriendly ac-
tion.

“I think Myanmar can still 
count on most Southeast Asian 
countries as partners, and also 
India and probably Japan Japan 
has been wary of taking a tough 
stance on the issues related to the 
Rohingya, for fear of losing strate-
gic influence in Myanmar,” said 
Joshua Kurlantzick, a senior fellow 
for the New York-headquartered 
Council on Foreign Relations.

Kinshasa, Sep. 5 (IANS): 
An Ebola outbreak that 
on Wednesday continued 
to spread in northeastern 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) has killed 85 
people in over a month.

The Congolese Health 
Ministry said in a state-
ment issued late Tuesday 
that 124 cases of the dis-
ease had been recorded 
in the region, 93 of which 
were confirmed cases and 
the other 31 probable cas-

es.
Quoting the statement, 

EFE said 70 per cent of the 
last 20 confirmed cases 
have been recorded in Beni 
City, stressing the reason 
was “the resistance of the 
community in this district 
to collaborate with the 
health authorities.”

“Some families have 
long been hiding sick peo-
ple, refused to allow health 
care providers to take pa-
tients to the Ebola Treat-

ment Center, and refused 
to be vaccinated,” it added.

A total of 6,134 people 
have been vaccinated since 
Aug 8, when the vaccina-
tion started.

Ebola is transmitted 
through direct contact with 
the blood or bodily fluids of 
infected people or animals 
and is widely feared for 
its mortality rate of up to 
90 per cent, as well as for 
causing heavy internal and 
external bleeding.

Rome, Sep. 5 (IANS/AKI): Italy’s Defence 
Minister Elizabetta Trenta has blamed 
France for the deadly violence in Libya, 
claiming that when Paris pushed for 
military intervention in 2011 against then 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi it put French 
interests before those of the Libyan people. 

“It cannot be denied that today Libya 
finds itself in this situation because some-
one, in 2011, put its own interests ahead of 
those of Libya and of Europe,” Trenta wrote 
in a Facebook post. 

She was referring to comments made 
on Monday by Italy’s lower house of Parlia-
ment speaker, who like Trenta, belongs to 
the populist Five-Star Movement which is 
currently governing Italy with the far-right 
League party. 

“I am very worried about Libya, be-
cause it’s a tinderbox and a very serious 

problem that France undoubtedly left us 
with,” Fico stated. 

Trenta ruled out the despatch of a 
military taskforce to Libya, which was an 
Italian colony from 1910 to 1947. 

“It is Italy’s job at this time to facilitate 
dialogue and to aid this, also by strength-
ening state security forces,” Trenta wrote. 

“We all need to work in the same direc-
tion, that is towards the cessation of hos-
tilities (between rival armed groups) and 
therefore to launch at the earliest possible 
date a peace process in which Libyans play 
the leading role.” 

At least 50 people have been killed in-
cluding at least 19 civilians while over 120 
people have been wounded in clashes that 
began on August 24 between rebel militias 
and those supporting Libya’s UN-backed 
Government of National Accord (GNA). 

Islamabad, Sep. 5 (PTI): US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo met Pakistan’s 
new Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Wednesday and pressed him “to do 
more” to rein in the terror groups 
operating from the country’s soil, 
days after the Trump administration 
cancelled USD 300 million in military 
aid to Islamabad.

Pompeo, the former CIA chief who 
was on his first visit to Pakistan as the 
top American diplomat, told Khan 
that he was “pleased” with his meeting 
with Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi earlier in the day.

But at the same time, Pompeo 
asked Khan “to do more” at the meet-
ing, which was also attended by Army 
chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa and 
Foreign Minister Qureshi, Geo TV 
reported, citing diplomatic sources.

This was the US’ first high-level 

dialogue with Pakistan since the new 
government of Prime Minister Khan 
assumed office after the July 25 elec-
tions and comes days after the US 
cancelled USD 300 million in military 
aid to Islamabad for not doing enough 
against terror groups active on its soil.

“In #Pakistan with my colleague & 
friend CJCS Gen Joe Dunford. Today 
we met with PM @ImranKhanPTI & 
FM Shah Mehmood Qureshi to dis-
cuss our diplomatic & military to mili-
tary relationship” Pompeo tweeted.

Later, Qureshi told reporters that 
the Pakistani perspective was present-
ed responsibly to the US delegation.

“You could have guessed by the 
body language that the meeting was 
a cordial one. We tried to understand 
their wishes and put forth our own 
expectations and concerns,” he said.

“Ice has been thawed,” Qureshi 

said. 
“Today, we felt that we have cre-

ated an atmosphere to reset our rela-
tions, and the lack of trust that was 
present has been broken which is a 
very positive development.

“Believe me, if our narrative had 
not set in with them, the atmosphere 
would have been different, your ques-
tions to me would have been different 
and the nature of Pompeo’s tweet 
before leaving would have been dif-
ferent,” he told reporters.

Regarding the US delegation’s 
meeting with Prime Minister Khan, 
Qureshi said: “During the meeting at 
the PM House we all sat down and ex-
changed views. In the past, they used 
to come, meet the PM and then went 
to the GHQ (Army headquarters). 
Today’s meeting sent a clear message 
that we are all on the same page.” 

Tokyo, Sep. 5 (IANS): At 
least nine persons have 
been killed by Typhoon Jebi, 
the worst storm to hit Japan 
in 25 years. It has left a trail 
of destruction across the 
west coast, hitting cities like 
Kyoto and Osaka.

As of Wednesday, evac-
uation advisories had been 
issued for more than 1.2 
million people after the 
storm made landfall on 
Tuesday afternoon, the BBC 
reported.

As many as 3,000 peo-
ple stranded at the Osaka’s 
Kansai International Air-
port were being ferried by 
boat to another airport on 
Wednesday, an official said.

The travellers were 
stranded at the airport, 
which is built on an arti-
ficial island, after a tanker 
crashed into the bridge 
connecting it with the 
mainland.

The airport had seen its 
runways and basements 
flooded and will remain 
closed all Wednesday. 

Flights, trains and fer-
ries were cancelled. The 
winds are slowing down 
and moving north, but 
people are being urged to 

stay alert for landslides and 
floods, the BBC report said.

More than 30,000 peo-
ple were given stronger 
but still not mandatory 
evacuation orders, the Fire 
and Disaster Management 
Agency said.

Footage on social media 
showed the 100-metre tall 
ferris wheel in Osaka spin-

ning rapidly in the storm 
despite being switched off.

More than two million 
households experienced 
blackouts during the storm 
and schools and compa-
nies in the affected area 
remained shut. Nearly 800 
flights were cancelled, in-
cluding international flights 
at Nagoya and Osaka.

ex-Us senator Jon Kyl to take 
John McCain’s senate seat

Philippines mayor shot 
dead inside his office

Criticism doesn’t have suu Kyi or Myanmar on the ropes

Ebola death toll rises to 85 in Congo

Italy blames France for Libyan conflict

A kiss

Pompeo asks PM Khan ‘to do more’ to 
rein in terror groups operating from Pak

Japan typhoon leaves trail 
of destruction, 9 dead

AP/PTI

This aerial view shows a damaged bridge connecting Kansai Interna-
tional Airport in Osaka, western Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2018, a 
day after a tanker slammed into its side by a powerful typhoon. 
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Veteran actor Dilip Kumar, 95, was on Wednesday admitted to a 
hospital here due to chest infection, but he is recuperating, said a 
family friend. The actor is at the Lilavati Hospital and Research Centre, 
Bandra. Faisal Farooqui, who tweets on behalf of the thespian, gave 
a health update on the ailing actor via Twitter. “Saab has been admit-
ted to Mumbai’s Lilavati Hospital as he was bit uneasy due to a chest 
infection. He is recuperating. Requesting your duas and prayers,” Fa-
rooqui tweeted. Dilip Kumar, one of India’s most iconic actors, has ap-
peared in some classics like “Kohinoor”, “Mughal-e-Azam”, “Shakti”, 
“Naya Daur” and “Ram Aur Shyam”.  He was last seen on the silver 
screen in 1998 in “Qila”. He is married to actress Saira Banu. (IANS)

Dilip Kumar hospitalised due to chest infection

2.20 5.10 Yamla Pagla Deewana Phir Se (hindi)
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

M
ick Jagger hinted 
that the Rolling 
Stones were working 
on new music when 
he shared a video of 

himself recording a harmonica part 
on “new tunes.”

Even though he provided no 
further details, his message fueled 
rumors that 2019 is going to be a 
busy year for the veteran band.

If a new album is on the way, it 
will be their first LP of new music 
since 2005’s A Bigger Bang, although 
they recorded two new tracks for the 
2012 compilation GRRR!. In 2016, 
they released a covers album, Blue & 

Lonesome, after a change of plans – 
they had intended to record all-new 
material but found themselves 
enjoying working on music that had 
inspired them instead.

While various band members 
have suggested that a new studio 
project would arrive sometime 
soon, the likelihood increased after 
comments made by manager Joyce 
Smyth in a recent interview. “The 
schedule is being prepared about 
where we’re going to be over the 
next 12 months, in terms of some 
studio work, maybe some live plans 
or other projects that are coming 
through the door,” she told Music 

Business Worldwide.
Asked whether any member of 

Stones was thinking about retire-
ment, she replied, “Well, here’s a true 
story: On the way back from War-
saw, from the last gig on No Filter 
[tour], as we were on the plane, one 
of the principals, who shall remain 
nameless, said, ‘Joyce, could I just 
ask, is it okay to have August off?’ I 
think that says it all.”

She also noted that “certainly 
‘This Could Be the Last Time’ isn’t on 
any set list I’ve seen. We’re looking 
forwards, not backwards, the whole 
time.”

Ultimateclassicrock

T
he Native Trax Society 
(NTS) in association 
with Get Gorgeous Soci-
ety (GGS) and Note Grid 
is organising a benefit 

concert for the victims of natural 
disasters in Nagaland. 

An update from the NTS issued 
on Sep. 5 mentioned that the con-
cert will be held on Sep. 15 from 
5:00 pm onwards.

The venue for the said event is 
said to be intimated soon.

‘In spite of so many natural dis-
asters all over the state there seem 
to be very little concerted effort/ 
response to mitigate the hardships 
being faced by the victims. There-
fore, a sudden decision was taken 

to organise this concert out of con-
cern for our brothers and sisters in 
need as we believe that charity be-
gins at home. The proceeds from 
this event would be handed over 
to the District Administration for 
donation to the CM’s Relief Fund,’ 
the update mentioned.

Many well-known singers and 
bands from Dimapur are said to 
have come together in support 
and solidarity to lend their talents 
towards the charity event. 

The list of performers for 
the concert as mentioned in the 
update includes UDX, Renbeni 
Odyuo, Thunglamo Ngullie, Ki-
matsung Jamir, Imli Lee, Trance Ef-
fect, Sunep Lemtur, Frozen Heart, 

Imnasenla Aier, Diethozo Thakro, 
Yellow Beacon, Ukelele Dimapur, 
Note Grid Rock Guitar & String 
Sections  and Echoes Hill Band.

As part of the run-up towards 
the event, some of the artists are 
said to be performing live on 
the streets of Dimapur to create 
awareness for the main event. 

‘The first such performance 
will be on Sep. 7 from 5:00 pm on-
wards in front of Big Bazaar Mall. 
Therefore, all music lovers and 
concerned citizens are invited to 
come and witness these perform-
ances and also freely donate for 
this noble cause,’ the release from 
the organisers further added.

EMN

Mick Jagger hints at ‘new 
tunes’ from Rolling Stones

Dimapur to host benefit concert for people 
affected by natural disasters on Sep. 15 

J
ulia Louis-Dreyfus has 
opened up about her 
breast cancer diagnosis, 
saying that after undergo-
ing treatment for it she 

feels quite “different”.
The 57-year-old Emmy-

winning actor and “Seinfeld” 
alum was diagnosed with breast 

cancer last year.
The news led to a halt in the 

production on the final season 
of the HBO series “Veep” as 
she underwent treatment. Last 
month, the actor returned to 
work.

Speaking with InStyle in an 
interview, Louis-Dreyfus said 
she has emerged as a changed 
person after her battle with the 
disease.

“I do feel different, but I can’t 
quite articulate how. I’ve come 
out the other side of this, and 
I’m still not exactly sure how to 
define the difference other than 
to say I’m grateful, of course, but 
it’s more than that. It’s bigger,” 
she said. The actor said she is 
focussing on her future and does 
not intend to look back for even 
a bit.

“I’m not someone who likes 
looking back. I look forward. 
That’s how I operate. We’ll finish 
an episode, and I am just ready 
for the next thing. I’m always just 
moving on, you know?” Louis-
Dreyfus said.

PTI

A
ctress Sonali Bendre Behl, who 
is undergoing metastatic can-
cer treatment here, has chosen 
a wig for herself. In a motiva-
tional post for cancer patients, 

she has urged them not to let the disease 
take away their happiness.

The 43-year-old 
on Wednesday took 
to Instagram and 
posted a heartwarm-
ing video, in which 
she can be seen 
showcasing her new 
look as she has opted 
for a wig following 
hair loss due to the 
cancer treatment.

Along with the 
video, she wrote: 
“The way we look 
has a profound 
psychological impact 
on us... A little vanity 
here and there does 
no one any harm.

“It’s important 
to do what makes 
you happy, even if it’s 
something as simple 
as wearing a wig, 

bright red lipstick, high heels.... All that 
white noise doesn’t make a difference in 
the larger picture.”

She says she had a brief moment of 
“self-doubt” when she was testing out the 
wigs for herself.

“Am I vain for wanting to look good?” 
she thought to herself.

“As part of the enter-
tainment industry, you’re 
always expected to look 
good... Maybe that has 
been ingrained in me? But 
then I gave it a thought 
and I realized I like look-
ing good for me.

“If I’m in the mood 
to wear a scarf, I will. If I 
want to walk around bald 
and free, I will. Only you 
know what would make 
you feel good, and what 
works best for you,” she 
added. 

The “Sarfarosh” ac-
tor also thanked actress 
Priyanka Chopra for 
connecting her with the 
hairstylist who then cre-
ated the wig.

IANS

A
ctress Asia Argento, who has 
been accused of sexually assault-
ing musician Jimmy Bennett, has 
claimed that it was Bennett who 
sexually assaulted her when he 

was 17 years old.
Argento’s lawyer Mark Jay Heller told 

TMZ that Bennett had “sexually attacked” 
her at the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Marina del 
Rey, California in 2013 and he was lucky she 
decided not to prosecute him.

The allegations first surfaced last month 
when it was revealed that Argento had se-
cretly paid off Bennet, after he accused her 
of sexually assaulting him when he was 17.

Argento’s beau - the late Anthony 
Bourdain - arranged to pay Bennett a 
$380,000 in an out-of-court settlement in 
order to protect her, according to her at-
torney. 

Heller said that the “Land of the Dead” 
star has refused to pay Bennett the balance 
of the settlement - $130,000 - because the 
arrangement was made by Bourdain before 
he took his own life in June. 

The pair met in 2004 when Argento cast 
Bennett to play her son in “The Heart is 
Deceitful Above All Things”.

IANS

Atkinson talks about 
his comedy partnership 
with Robinson

Julia Louis-Dreyfus reflects 
on her battle with cancer

Do what makes you 
happy, says Sonali Bendre

Jimmy Bennet 
sexually assaulted 
me, says Asia Argento

A
ctor-comedian Rowan 
Atkinson says there are 
a few people he feels 
more at ease with as a 
comedy partnership, 

and his “Blackadder” co-star Tony 
Robinson was one of them.

He also has a similar relation-
ship with Ben Miller, who plays 
Angus Bough in the “Johnny Eng-
lish” film series.

“There are very few people I 
feel more at ease with as a comedy 
partnership. Tony Robinson, who 
played Baldrick in ‘Blackadder’, he 
was definitely one,” Atkinson said 
in a statement to IANS.

“We connected and I’ve got a 
very similar relationship with Ben. 
I think we just play off each other 
extremely well,” he added.

Miller and Atkinson will 
share screen space again. 
This time for the third 
“Johnny English” film 
titled “Johnny English 
Strikes Again”, which 
will be released in In-
dia on September 28 
by Universal Pictures 
International India.

The film about 
an accidental spy 
is directed by David 
Kerr.

The new adventure 
begins when a cyber-
attack reveals the identity 
of all active undercover 
agents in Britain, leaving 

Johnny English as the secret 
service’s last hope.

Called out of retire-
ment, English dives 
head first into action 
with the mission to find 
the mastermind hacker. 

Speaking about the 
third “Johnny English” 
film, Atkinson said: “If 
you think you can have 
another go at something, 
you tend to think why not 
have another go as long 
as you feel mentally and 
physically capable of do-
ing the job.”

IANS
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Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore

Mesut Ozil

Mike Tyson 

The winners of the Badminton Legends Tournament with officials after the prize distribution ceremony 
on Sep. 4.

AP/PTI

Rafael Nadal, of Spain, reacts to winning the second set against Dominic Thiem, of Austria, during the 
quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis tournament, in New York on Sep. 4.

Nadal ‘bagelled’ but survives Thiem 
test to reach U.S. Open semis

Tyson to visit India for MMA league

Badminton Legends tournament 
at Tetso College concludes

Germany coach Joachim Loew 
rules out Mesut Ozil return

Chennaiyin sign India U-19 
footballers Rahim, Abhijit, Deepak

Mon District Badminton Association felicitates players

Williams enters semi-finals

Funds for 2020 Olympics will be distributed with surgical precision — Rathore

New York, Sep. 5 (Reuters): 
Defending champion Rafa 
Nadal failed to win a single 
game in the opening set of 
his U.S. Open quarter-final 
against Dominic Thiem on 
Tuesday but fought back to 
beat the Austrian 0-6 6-4 
7-5 6-7(4) 7-6(5) in a match 

that ended after 2 a.m. in 
New York.

Nadal won 40 per-
cent of his first serves in 
the opener as he struggled 
with the high humidity on 
Arthur Ashe Stadium court, 
with Thiem becoming the 
first player to ‘bagel’ the 

Spaniard at Flushing Mead-
ows since Andy Roddick 14 
years ago.

“It’s been a great bat-
tle,” an exhausted Nadal 
said. “The conditions were 
tough, very humid for me.”

Thiem, who lost to Nad-
al in the French Open final 

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): The Mon District 
Badminton Association (MDBA) gave rec-
ognition to a number of badminton players 
for their performance at the inter-district 
and state open badminton championship 
and the Mon district veteran open bad-
minton tournament that was held during 
Aug. 30-31.  The chairman of district sports 

council Thavaseelan K who was the patron, 
contributed cash awards to the players.

A note from the group on Wednesday 
stated that the chairman, also the deputy 
commissioner of Mon, congratulated the 
team winners. He has promised to reno-
vate the courts in the indoor badminton 
stadium at Mon, the update stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
The first Badminton Leg-
ends Institutional Cup 
was held on Sep. 4 at Tetso 
College arena badminton 
stadium.

In a press release re-
ceived here on Wednesday, 
11 institutions participated 
in the tournament.  The 
event was sponsored by 
Kingsports Dimapur. The 
players consisted of a mix 
of state players and ama-
teur teams. 

The institutions were 
Fazl Ali College, S. M. Col-
lege Dimapur, Diphu Gov-
ernment College, Christian 
Higher Secondary School, 
Delhi Public School, Di-
mapur, St. Xavier College, 
ICFAI University St Johns 
College, Japfu Christian 
College, and Tetso College. 

Results:  
Men’s singles

1st: Lothu, Tetso College
2nd Langpai, St. Johns 

College

Women’s singles
1st: Watinaro, Fazl Ali 

College
2nd: Yashikala, SM College 

Men’s doubles
1st: 

Zuchopemo&Manshen, 
Tetso College

2nd: Lanu&Aro, Fazl Ali 
College

Women’s doubles
1st: Ajung&Heizile ICFAI 

University
2nd: Iteibamla & Kevino 

Tetso College

Munich, Sep. 5 (AP): Ger-
many coach Joachim Loew 
has ruled out Mesut Ozil’s 
return to the national team 
following the player’s re-
tirement from internation-
al soccer.

Loew says Ozil ‘’clearly 
resigned so it’s not an is-
sue.’’

Ozil, who made 92 ap-
pearances for Germany, 
quit the national team in 
July following the furor 
over his photo with Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and accused the 
German soccer federa-
tion, its president, fans and 
media of racism against 
people with Turkish roots.

The Arsenal midfield-
er said he felt he was be-
ing made a scapegoat for 
Germany’s embarrassing 
World Cup exit.

However, he appeared 
to keep the door open to 
a return when he said he 

but had beaten the Span-
iard three times in 10 pre-
vious meetings, struck 74 
winners, including 24 with 
his stylish single-hand-
ed backhand, to keep the 
champion under constant 
pressure.

“I’m very sorry for 
Dominic,” Nadal added. 
“He’s a close friend on tour, 
a great guy and I wish him 
the very best ... He is young 
and has plenty of time to 
win tournaments.”

After Nadal roared back 
to take a 2-1 lead, the fourth 
set went to a tiebreak. 
Thiem raced to a 3-0 lead 
before Nadal fought back, 
but the Austrian held his 
nerve to level the match.

There were no breaks 
of serve in the deciding 
set and a second tiebreak 
ensued. The two were neck-
in-neck at 5-5 when Nadal 
carved out a match point 
with his forehand.

Thiem’s wayward over-
head smash handed the 
match to Nadal, who stood 
midcourt with his head 
thrown back and arms 
raised in the air in celebra-

tion.
“It’s going to be stuck in 

my mind forever,” Thiem 
said.

“I’m going to remember 
this match, for sure. It’s 
cruel sometimes tennis, 
because I think this match 
didn’t really deserve a loser. 
But there has to be one.

“If we skip the first set, 
it was a really open match 
from beginning to the end. 
The way it ended up in the 
fifth set tiebreaker, from 
there it’s 50-50. He made 
one more point than me.”

Nadal paid tribute to 
the crowd for hanging on 
until the early hours of 
Wednesday morning.

“Thank you very much 
everybody for staying here 
tonight,” Nadal said after 
the four hour, 49 minute 
marathon.

“It’s been an amazing 
feeling. I’m playing a lot of 
hours this year at this beau-
tiful stadium.”

Next up for the top seed 
is a semi-final clash with 
big-serving Argentine and 
third seed Juan Martin del 
Potro.

Mumbai, Sep. 5 (IANS): 
Legendary boxer Mike Ty-
son will visit India for the 
Kumite 1 league mixed 
martial arts (MMA) tour-
nament to be held here on 
September 29.

Tyson’s association 
with the Kumite 1 league 
is in the capacity of a men-
tor and he will be the chief 
guest of honour at the 
launch and fight night.

“Namaste India. I am 
Mike Tyson and I am com-
ing to see you in Worli, 
Mumbai on September 
29,” Tyson said in a video 
on the Kumite 1 league’s 
Youtube channel.

In the past the former 
world heavyweight cham-
pion had declined sev-
eral requests both from the 
sports and film fraternity 
to visit India. So what really 
convinced him this time?

Talking about Tyson’s 
consent, promoter of Ku-
mite 1 League, Mohamed 
Ali Budhwani said: “Not 
long back, my face to face 
meeting with Mike Tyson 
to convince him to come 
to India is by itself a journey 
that I will cherish all my life. 
It was both thrilling and an 
emotional one for me.” 

“I travelled all the way 
to Las Vegas with a throb-
bing heart. I’m a hardcore 
MMA fan and have put 
years of my life into re-
search so that I’m able to 
build the sport and thereby 
create opportunities for 
thousands of people in 
this country to have a sus-
tainable livelihood. Tyson’s 
support is invaluable in 

New York, Sep. 5 (IANS): 
American tennis player 
Serena Williams beat Czech 
Karolina Pliskova 6-4, 6-3 in 
the quarter-finals of the US 
Open in a duel that lasted 
an hour and 26 minutes.

Williams, currently 
ranked 26 in the world, 
will play the Grand Slam 
semi-final against Latvian 
Anastasija Sevastova, 18th 
in the WTA rankings who 
beat US defender Sloane 
Stephens 6-2, 6-3 earlier on 
Tuesday, reports EFE news.

The former tennis 
number one and 17th seed 
in this tournament scored 
a win in her 100th match 
on the court of the main 

stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows, a number no one can 
match right now.

Williams used her pow-
erful serve to beat Pliskova, 
eighth seed, but met re-
sistance and made more 
unforced errors than the 
Czech, who was watched 
from the stands by the 
Spanish former profes-
sional and Wimbledon 
winner Conchita Martinez, 
her trainer.

After the match, Wil-
liams, 36, said she was 
playing “freely” because 
a year ago she was giv-
ing birth to her first child 
and now had “nothing to 
prove”.

New Delhi, Sep. 5 (PTI): 
Sports Minister Rajyavard-
han Singh Rathore has 
promised “surgical” preci-
sion in distribution of funds 
to athletes preparing for the 
2020 Olympic Games, as-
serting that centralisation 
of the process has made bu-
reaucratic hurdles a thing 
of past.

Speaking to PTI on the 
sidelines of a function to 
felicitate medal winners 
of the recently-concluded 
18th Asian Games in Indo-
nesia, Rathore elaborated 
on the initiatives, that he 
feels, have put India on the 
path of becoming a sport-
ing powerhouse.

“We have very clearly 
and very professionally di-
vided our working between 
grassroots and elite sport-
spersons. The elite athletes 
are being looked after by a 
different set of professional 
people so that there is no 
bureaucracy,” Rathore, an 

olympic silver-medallist in 
double-trap shooting, said. 

“We have just begun 
working on systems that 
can connect the athletes to 
the Target Olympic Podium 
Scheme (TOPS) absolutely 
straight, transparent and 
quick,” he added.

TOPS was instituted 
in 2014 to fund athletes 
considered strong medal 
prospects for the Olympics. 
Currently, the athletes are 
picked by a committee and 
the Mission Olympic Cell 
(MOC), under the Sports 
Authority of India Director 
General, is entrusted with 
the task of disbursing funds 
to those selected.

The MOC has repre-
sentation from the national 
federations and various 
project officers appointed 
by SAI. 

Rathore said funds are 
no longer an issue for In-
dian sports as lot of corpo-
rate houses have started 

contributing “generously”.
“We have now funds 

available for grassroots to 
elite. A lot of corporates are 
coming on board. They are 
putting in funds. Earlier, the 
funds were going in differ-
ent directions but now we 
are combining and concen-
trating the flow,” he said. 

Asked about his ex-
pectations from the Tokyo 
Olympics, especially af-
ter the country’s best ever 
medal haul of 69 in the 
Asian Games, he said no 
effort would be spared in 
making the athletes battle-
ready for the challenge.

“ We  h a v e  a l re a d y 
started working for 2024 
and 2028 Olympics. The 
2020 Olympics is right next 
around the corner and in 
our celebrations (for the 
Asiad success), we haven’t 
forgotten (that) and re-
minded the athletes (as 
well).

“Our real achievements 

will come in 2024 and 2028 
Olympics. But nothing will 
be left undone even now. 
Very precise and surgical 
support will be provided 
to each athlete so that they 
give their best (in Tokyo). 
This period of 600 odd days 
is a lot, a lot can change 
positively for us,” the Min-
ister said. 

Explaining the work-
ings of the TOPS commit-

tee, Rathore said members 
are not just tracking the 
performances of athletes 
but also their rivals. The 
committee comprises, 
among others, badminton 
great Prakash Padukone 
and former boxing federa-
tion secretary General P K 
M Raja. 

“These professional 
people of TOPS are not just 
following our own athletes 

but they are following their 
opponents as well.They 
are connecting with sports 
science and trying to give 
the athletes the best,” he 
explained. The Minister 
said the performance of the 
coaches and the concerned 
National Sports Federa-
tions (NSFs) is also being 
periodically monitored by 
the government.

“Every three month, 
one sport has to give a pre-
sentation on what it has 
achieved so far. This team 
(the TOPS committee) is 
professionally observing 
the improvements, it is also 
looking after what’s hap-
pening on the injury front 
for an athlete so that it can 
be kept to minimum,” he 
said.

Rathore was critical of 
the state governments’ role 
in promotion of sports.

“...sports is a state sub-
ject but citizens ask me and 
the central government 

‘what are you doing’?. The 
Prime Minister is living 
upto (these questions) and 
doing much more,” Rathore 
said. 

“We have a supplemen-
tary role, however, we are 
doing in every aspects. It 
is the state governments 
who should be responsible 
for sports. How many state 
governments have support-
ed sports and what is their 
budget?” he questioned.

“We have the Sports 
Code and we are working 
on it. We are also combin-
ing the efforts of various 
federations,” he said, refer-
ring to the long-pending 
national sports bill, which 
is expected to streamline 
administration.

Lauding India’s haul 
of 15 gold, 24 silver and 30 
bronze medals in the Asiad 
Rathore said it was hearten-
ing to see youngsters such 
as the teenage shooters 
deliver at the big stage.

“It’s very promising. 
The personal best scores 
have come at the Asian 
Games, usually they hap-
pen at practice. This is a 
new-found confidence 
among the athletes,” the 
Minister said.

Rathore reiterated that 
the Khelo India School 
Games, which started only 
this year, will be a game-
changer for Indian sports.

He, however, remained 
non-committal on the pos-
sibility of India hosting any 
big-ticket event like Com-
monwealth or Asian Games 
in the near future.

“If the Asian Games and 
Commonwealth Games 
were held in your own 
country, you could decide 
which events to skip and 
which event to include to 
increase your medals tally.

“We have gone out and 
performed outside the 
country against odds,” he 
signed off.

this journey and I’m eter-
nally grateful to him,” he 
said in a statement.

“Mike Tyson wants 
to see MMA grow in In-
dia so that people find 
employment and that it 
reaches talented fighters 
at grass root level. Our vi-
sions aligned and I believe 
that was the clincher. He 
truly wants to see Kumite 
1 league taking MMA to 
remote corners of the 
country and find talented 
fighters, which is exactly 
what we will do. Right af-
ter the launch and fight 
night we will dive headlong 
into a talent hunt across 
the country starting with 
Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, 
Chennai and spread out to 
the interiors.”

Talking about his con-

versation with Mike Ty-
son, Budhwani added: “He 
asked me a very pertinent 
and sharp question- ‘Has 
anyone in India risen 
from the slums as I have? 
His question fuelled my 
resolve even further. I’m 
determined to take back 
real talent to him from my 
country. Another aspect of 
my conversation which I 
fondly recall, with utmost 
childlike innocence he 
asked me ‘Do people know 
me in India?” 

“I was a bit taken aback 
thinking that he must be 
kidding me but promptly 
enough I realized that it 
was a genuine question 
and I gave him a genuine 
answer, saying ‘In the US 
people know you but in 
India people love you.”

would never play for the 
team ‘’as long as I have this 
feeling of racism and a lack 
of respect.’’

Loew previously said 
Ozil had not informed him 
of his intention to retire 
and that he tried several 
times to reach him by tele-
phone but without success.

Loew says ‘’Mesut de-
cided to go another way.’’

Chennai, Sep. 5 (IANS): Indian Super 
League (ISL) title holders Chennaiyin FC 
on Wednesday announced the signing of 
teenagers Rahim Ali (18), Abhijit Sarkar 
(18) and Deepak Tangri (19) on three-year 
deals each.

The trio will be loaned back 
to the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF)’s 
developmental outfit 
Indian Arrows for the 
upcoming 2018-19 I-
League season.

All three are current 
India U-19 internationals 
with Abhijit and Rahim 
also representing the coun-
try in last year’s FIFA U-17 
World Cup.

Both Abhijit and Rahim 
are products of AIFF’s Elite 
Academy while Deepak got his 
early football education at Chandi-
garh Football Academy and then in the 
youth system of Mohun Bagan.

Rahim is a centre forward who hails 
from West Bengal and like Deepak, has 
previously played for Mohun Bagan at the 
youth level. He featured in all three of In-

dia’s matches at the 2017 U-17 FIFA World 
Cup and was a regular starter under Luis 
Norton de Matos for Indian Arrows in last 
season’s I-League.

Abhijit, also from West Bengal, is a very 
versatile player in the attacking third as he 

can operate both as an attack-
ing midfielder and 
upfront. He played 
i n  t h e  f i x t u r e s 
against US and Co-
lombia at the U-17 
World Cup. He was 
Arrows’ highest scor-
er in the I-League, 
netting four goals.

Punjab boy Deep-
ak signed for Indian 

Arrows last season and 
was a key figure for them 

in the I-League. Although 
naturally a defender, Arrows 

mainly used Deepak as a defen-
sive midfielder due to his physical 

presence. 
He has gone on to become a youth 

international for India, recently scoring in 
the 2-1 win over the Argentina U20s last 
month in the COTIF Cup in Spain.
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Players of Khriekesa FC celebrates along with the trophy at the Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

EM Images

The participants of the first ever wheelchair basketball introductory camp being introduced 
to Minister Nemcha Kipgen on Wednesday.

EM Images

Uruguay's Luis Suarez (R) faced France's Paul Pogba at the World Cup and said he would welcome the 
midfielder at Barcelona.

Antoine Griezmann

Organisers and club members pose for photograph during the unveiling of DFL trophy and jerseys in Dimapur on Wednesday.

Pogba always welcome 
at Barca — Suarez

DFL trophy and club jerseys unveiled

Khriekesa FC wins Kohima district-level football tournament

I've won 3 finals, I should be 
Balon d'Or finalist — Griezmann

David Beckham's team named Inter Miami

Wheelchair basketball introductory camp underway in Manipur
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London, Sep. 5 (AP): David 
Beckham's Major League 
Soccer team will be called 
Inter Miami.

The former Manchester 
United midfielder wants the 
club to start playing in 2020 

but it lacks a stadium after 
years trying to find a site in 
Miami.

The club's full name 
is ''Club Internacional de 
Futbol Miami.''

Beckham says it ''cele-

brates the incredible energy 
of one of the most exciting 
cities in the world - one that 
is diverse, passionate and 
ambitious - a city that has 
welcomed me and so many 
others, so warmly.''

But it will be up to Mi-
ami voters to decide in a 
referendum later this year 
whether back plans for a 
25,000-seat stadium on city 
land now occupied by a golf 
course.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
Khriekesa FC emerged as 
the champions of the Ko-
hima district level football 
tournament held in honour 
of Capt (late) N Kengruse 
MVC played here at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Wednesday.

The team defeated Neh-
rema FC 3-3 via tie-breaker 
after the match ended in 
a 1-1 draw to win the final 
match. Both the teams will 
now represent Kohima dis-
trict to play for the upcom-
ing state level tournament 
of Kengruse trophy to be 
held from Sep. 10.

T h e  c h a m p i o n s 
Khriekesa FC walked home 
with a cash prize of INR 
25,000 along with trophy 
and citation,  while runners-
up Nerhema FC received 
a cash prize of INR 15,000. 
Medophrezo Kezieo of Ner-
hema received the golden 
gloves.

In the match, Kekhri-
eletuo opened the scoring 
through a spot kick conver-
sion in the 12th minute for 
Nehrema FC, in the pro-
cess Aloumei Panmei was 
bought down inside the 
area by a defender for refer-
ee to award the penalty and 
converted the spot kick.

In the second half Ner-
hema FC defended the 
score as Khriekesa edged 
on counter attacks but 
could not find the back of 
the net.

With the match end-
ing in favour of the team, 
Achamo broke the dead-
lock in the 90 minutes to 
equalise the scoreline for 
Khriekesa FC.

In the extra minute 
time, Khriekesa FC Medo-
neituo missed a penalty in 
the 92nd minute when the 
referee awarded a penalty 
for a handball inside the 
area.

Goal keeper Medo-

phrezo Kezieo came to the 
rescue for Nerhema FC but 
his heroic moment could 
not save the team from 
winning the match as the 
Khriekesa won 3-2 in the 
penalty shootout.

The Kohima district 
level football tournament 
in honour of Captain (Late) 
N Kengurese, Maha Vir 
Chakra is being organised 
by 3 (Naga Hills) Battalion 
Assam Rifles.

Brigadier Sandeep Sha-
rada, deputy inspector gen-
eral, head quarter 5 sector 
Assam Rifles attended the 
final match as the special 
guest.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 5 (EMN): The first ever 
wheelchair basketball introductory 
camp was kicked off in Manipur on 
Wednesday under the aegis of Wheel-
chair Basketball Federation of India 
(WBFI) in collaboration with Depart-
ment of Social Welfare, Government of 
Manipur and Department of Youth Af-
fairs & Sports, Government of Manipur 
and Shishu Sarothi.

The goal of the 3-day workshop 
is to train the first set of players and 
coaches from Manipur state for the 

long term development of the sport 
amongst the disability sector in Mani-
pur. It is hoped that the training will go 
a long way in contributing to increase 
the number of qualified coaches and 
players for wheelchair basketball in 
India. 25 players will be participating 
out of which five are women.

Wheelchair basketball is a para 
sport played in Paralympics since 1960 
and around 105 countries are playing 
this game. In India, this sport was in-
troduced by WBFI in 2014.

Officials of both the departments 

Madrid, Sep. 5 (IANS): At-
letico Madrid's French for-
ward Antoine Griezmann 
believes he will never have 
a chance to win the Balon 
d'Or award if he doesn't 
win it this time.

In an interview to the 
French magazine L'Equipe, 
Griezmann said that 2018 
was the best year of his 
career, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

"It's the most successful 
year. I've scored more goals 
but in terms of trophies, 
it's the best," he said, mak-
ing reference to forming 
part of an Atletico Madrid 
side which won the Europa 
League and the European 
Supercup, while France 
were the winners of this 
summer's World Cup in 
Russia.

Griezmann was nomi-
nated in 2016, but failed to 
win after Real Madrid beat 
Atletico in the Champions 
League final, while France 

were defeated by Portugal 
in the European Champi-
onship.

"If I compare 2016 to 
this year, I feel I should be 
among the three finalists. 
In 2016 I lost two finals 
and was chosen among 
the top three. This year I've 
won three finals..." he com-
mented.

"It won't be unfair (if he 
doesn't win), but I'll won-
der what else I have to do. 
I've won trophies and was 
decisive at key moments. 
But then I don't vote," he 
added.

Griezmann was also 
asked about the FIFA award 
'The Best' whose three fi-
nalists are Cristiano Ron-
aldo, Mohamed Salah and 
Luka Modric.

"It's strange...This is a 
FIFA trophy; FIFA organises 
the World Cup. We won it 
and there is not one France 
player on the final list," he 
said.

Barcelona, Sep. 5 (AFP): 
Luis Suarez believes Paul 
Pogba should be challeng-
ing for more trophies than 
he is at Manchester United 
and would always be wel-
come at Barcelona.

Pogba has endured a 
turbulent two years since 
returning to Old Trafford for 
a then world-record fee of 
105 million euros ($121.7) 
and his relationship with 
coach Jose Mourinho has 
become strained.

The 25-year-old redis-
covered his best form away 
from his club, for France 
in the summer, when he 
inspired Les Bleus to World 
Cup glory in Russia, beat-
ing Uruguay and Suarez on 
the way.

But since Alex Fergu-
son retired in 2013, United 
have failed to go close in 

either the Premier League or 
Champions League, while 
Barca have won three La 
Ligas in that time and the 
Champions League once.

"Pogba is an elite player 
who has won everything 
and we always want to have 
the best," Suarez told RAC1 
on Tuesday.

"He is a player that has a 
lot of quality and who is one 
of the key players at United, 
and I think he would like to 
compete for more than he is 
competing for now.

"But that's how it is, he 
does not belong to Barce-
lona but he will always be 
welcome."

One Champions League 
crown in five years, how-
ever, represents a disap-
pointing return for Barca, 
particularly while rivals Real 
Madrid have dominated 

the tournament, winning it 
three times in a row.

Lionel Messi, now cap-
tain after Andres Iniesta´s 
departure, has expressed 
his own desire to make 
amends, with the striker 
also coming off the back of 
a harrowing World Cup with 
Argentina.

"He's really motivat-
ed, even more so after the 
World Cup and the Cham-
pions League," Suarez said.

"But it's a really difficult 
competition to win and 
Messi can't win it on his 
own. It has to be a team ef-
fort, as good as he is.

"Obviously it's infuriat-
ing for us because Madrid 
have won the Champi-
ons League in each of the 
last three years. They have 
made history and it's a 
thorn in our side."
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Overworked
One criticism levelled at 

coach Ernesto Valverde last 
season was that he over-
worked his players in La 
Liga, despite Barca enjoy-
ing a significant advantage 
at the top.

Suarez shoulders the 
blame too, pinpointing a 
league victory against Le-
ganes when he played 90 
minutes, three days before 
they were beaten in Europe 
by Roma.

"When you pass 30 you 
begin to realise there are 
times when you have to 
rest," Suarez said.

"I regret a lot the game 
against Leganes at home 
when we had a big lead in 
La Liga and the quarter-
final with Roma three days 
later. I played the whole 
game and you get a bit 
tired.

"You have to manage 
things to be at your best in 
the big games. I think the 
coach is seeing those little 
details."

Suarez turned 31 in Jan-
uary and scored 25 league 
goals last term. He would 
like to finish his career at 
the Camp Nou but admits 
it will be difficult.

"It's complicated," Su-
arez said. "Look at players 
like Xavi and Andres (Ini-
esta), they are players who 
have been ingrained in the 
club but they have not been 
able to finish here.

"I am aware the day I do 
not have the level to play 
for Barca I would have to 
leave but the desire of every 
player is to end here."

Dimapur, Sep. 5 (EMN): 
The trophy of Dimapur 
Football League (DFL) and 
jerseys of the participating 
clubs were was unveiled 
at the Tourist Lodge in Di-
mapur on Wednesday.

An update from DFL, 
media and publicity cell 
stated that a the joint meet-
ing was held with the or-
ganisers and eight partici-
pating clubs along with the 
Dimapur District Football 
Association (DDFA) and 
Dimapur District Football 

Referee Association (DD-
FRA).

During the meeting, 
DFL Convenor, Shiyeto 
Wotsa briefed the club 
members about the vari-
ous rules and regulations 
of the league and said that 
the organisers were trying 
its best to promote football 
and players.

He requested all clubs 
to come in full uniform 
during the opening cer-
emony to be held on Sep. 
14 at the DDSC Stadium 

at 1 pm where Minister for 
Higher & Technical Educa-
tion Temjen Imna Along 
Longkumer will be the spe-
cial invitee.

Shiyeto disclosed that 
there would be six indi-
vidual prizes including 
best goalkeeper, midfielder, 
defender, highest scorer, 
young emerging player, 
and man of the tourna-
ment.

DDFA Vice President, 
Tsenthungo Lotha also 
said that the DFL has been 

placed in safe hands under 
the leadership of Shiyeto as 
the convenor. He said that 
the DFL was for upcoming 
players and urged all par-
ticipating clubs to maintain 
discipline and uplift the 
status of DFL.

D D F R A  P re s i d e n t , 
Shiyito appealed for sup-
port and cooperation from 
all the clubs during the 
tournament. He also dis-
tributed by-laws for the 
tournament, the update 
stated.

and students from special schools also 
participated in the day’s the inaugural 
function.

Addressing the gatherings, Minis-
ter Nemcha Kipgen expressed on the 
importance of sports in everyone’s 
life and stressed that it is even more 
important in the life of a differently-
abled person. Sport teaches indepen-
dence, disciplined lifestyle and sense 
of competition; involvement in any 
form of sports will have rehabilitation 
not only on the physical body but also 
on rehabilitating and enhancing the 
willpower of the physically challenged 
person, she asserted.

Acknowledging that differently 
abled people participates in high 
performance as well as in competitive 
and recreational sport, she said that 
the efforts of a person with disabilities 
who overcomes the odds and partici-
pates in any paralympic games is com-
mendable and something that should 
be encouraged and motivated by all.

She added that a nodal depart-
ment, social welfare department has 
been earnestly working for improving 
the lives of our differently-abled peo-
ple by implementing various welfare 
schemes and programmes to support 
them for secure education, academic, 
skill development that will enable 
them to earn a living and to become 
self-independent.


