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Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): A tough-
talking School Education author-
ity of the Nagaland government on 
Monday refused to budge in the face 
of an agitation by a group of RMSA 
teachers. Instead, the government 
has issued a list of clauses report-
edly agreed to by the teachers dur-
ing their appointments – including 
this: (the teachers) “shall not resort 
to any kind of agitation awaiting 
funds from the GOI for salary.”

According to a statement is-
sued by the principal secretary to 
School Education, Menukhol John, 
the service of the agitating teachers 
namely the 2016 batch of RMSA 
teachers in Nagaland, was ‘purely 
on contractual basis and is liable 
to be terminated with one month 
notice as and when deemed fit by 
the appointing authority.’

This statement from the gov-
ernment comes in the backdrop 
of the 2016-batch Nagaland Rash-
triya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
Teachers’ Association (NRMSATA) 
deciding to stage a peaceful sit-in 
protest outside the directorate of 
School Education (SE), in Kohima 
starting on September 4. 

The NRMSATA-2016 had been 
boycotting class since August 27 
to protest what it termed the “hu-
miliating office memorandum” 
directing teachers to either accept 
a reduced payment, by INR 6315, 
within a month or face termination.

According to John, the teachers 
were appointed directly by the RM-
SA’s mission authority. Two more 
conditions, he informed, include: 
‘The tenure of engagement is co-
terminus with RMSA scheme’; and 
‘payment of salary shall be subject 

to release of fund for the purpose 
by the MHRD (ministry of Human 
Resource Development), govern-
ment of India.’

Further, he cited two clauses 
from “the post creation notice.” 
One is clause 4: “The appointments 
are through funding under RMSA 
programme”; and clause 6: “that 
the state government will not be 
responsible for their salaries in-
cluding future service career of the 
appointees.”

According to the officer, the 
ministry of Human Resource De-
velopment had integrated the 
erstwhile Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
and Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan into a single entity named 
the ‘Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan,’ 
from 2018-19. “As a policy to this 
merger, GOI has also issued guide-
lines fixing salary payable to RMSA 
subject teachers at INR 25,000 per 
month from 2018-19.

“Therefore, notice was served to 
this category of teachers to accept 
this salary of INR 25000 per month, 
a drop from INR 31315. On being 
served with this notice, the current 
agitation had started. RMSA has no 
means of getting additional fund 
to maintain their current salary of 
INR 31315.

“RMSA state mission office has 
also issued a notice to the teachers 
to attend to their duties but went 
unheeded. Taking the opportunity 
of this press release, I request all 
the affected teachers to take a deci-
sion as an individual on whether to 
accept the offered salary or not and 
report to their respective DEO,” the 
statement read. 

Related news on page 3

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
Funds amounting to INR 
five lakh has been raised so 
far through an online link 
for contribution to be made 
to the chief minister’s relief 
fund in the aftermath of the 
destruction caused by the 
recent monsoon rains in 
Nagaland.

A DIPR report has in-
formed that ‘now online 
payment link through mul-
tiple channels has been ac-
tivated.’ More information 
can be availed by accessing 
the link cmrelieffund.now-
pay.co.in

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (IANS): India 
will shortly unveil a one-nation, 
one-card policy for public trans-
port that will bring seamless 
connectivity between various 
modes of transport, NITI Aayog 
CEO Amitabh Kant said on 
Monday.

He said a robust transporta-
tion sector was the backbone for 
the development of any econ-
omy, especially for a densely 
populated developing country 
like India, and the focus of the 
nation's mobility strategy was 
on sustainable modes of public 
transport, transport-oriented 
planning and digitisation.

"The objective of the strate-
gy is to plan for the citizens first, 
rather than focusing on vehicles 
alone, by providing sustainable 
mobility and accessibility by 
switching to cleaner mode of 
transportation," Kant said at 
the "Future Mobility Summit-
2018-India's Move to NextGen 
Transport Systems". The road 
transportation segment alone 
contributes to around four per 
cent of India's GDP with the seg-
ment still being heavily depend-
ent on fossil fuels.

In the wake of the worsening 
air quality in the country's major 
cities, rising concerns of climate 

change and an ever-increasing 
oil import bill, mobility is a cru-
cial piece of the development 
puzzle and the key to unlocking 
the potential of India's economy 
and people, the NITI Aayog CEO 
said. NITI Aayog Advisor Anil 
Srivastava said the government 
was working towards achieving 
a robust mobility ecosystem 
across India.

"The citizens, on their part, 
should work towards sharing 
a ride, not owning the ride. 
The government has integrated 
many stake holders across de-
partments to drive India's mo-
bility vision," he added. 

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
You think the delay could be 
because we might have back 

door appointees in our midst? 
You know like Jonah.
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A moment of 
sharp poignancy 
that was captured 
recently by our 
staff photographer 
involving a 
scene around 
a traditional 
‘morung’ at 
Noksen village in 
Tuensag district. 
In the olden days, 
the Naga morung 
was where young 
men learned about 
culture, custom 
and traditions 
of their people 
from the elders. 
The presence 
of three distinct 
generations 
around the 
morung in this 
photograph 
delivers an 
endearing 
perspective.       
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Team Metamorphosis launches training 
in ‘retail and hospitality’ in Wokha

Assam Rifles flag off national integration tourChangtongya asks state govt. to 
revive community health centre 

Rengma Naga council 
elects new office bearers
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Mhathung Tsanglao speaking during the function.

The ‘national integration tour’  being flagged off on Sept. 2, in Mon. 

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
The Team Metamorpho-
sis, Wokha in collabora-
tion with YouthNet have 
launched a ‘free of cost’ 
training about ‘retail and 
hospitality’ at Team Meta-
morphosis Skill Centre in 
Wokha on Monday.

A press release from 
the team informed that the 
training is being conducted 
to assure sufficient and ad-
equate resources for both 
local and international 
tourists during the annual 
‘Tokhu Emong’ and the 
proposed Amur Falcon 
festival, both of which will 
commence in the month 
of November. The train-
ing course was initially 
for fifteen days but it is 
compressed to be covered 
within five days. Two mas-
ter trainers from YouthNet 
Supeno Kikon and Yaimi 
are imparting the training 
as resource persons.

During the launching 
ceremony, Wokha addi-
tional deputy commission-
er, Mhathung Tsanglao, en-
couraged the trainees to be 
sincere in everything they 
do and to have good listen-

Dimapur,  Sep. 3 (EMN): 
The commandant of Mon 
Battalion of Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of HQ In-
spector General Assam Ri-
fles (north) flagged-off a ‘na-
tional integration tour team’ 
comprising of 20 students 
and two teachers from Don 
Bosco School on Sept. 2 in 
Mon.

A press release from the 
Assam Rifles stated that the 
tour has been instituted 
with an aim to provide the 
school children of Mon dis-
trict with an opportunity 
and insight on the rich her-
itage of the country, besides 
educating and motivating 
them. 

The itinerary includes 

visits to historical sites like 
Taj Mahal in Agra, Hawa 
Mahal in Jaipur, and India 
Gate in Delhi. A meeting 
with the president of India, 
Ram Nath Kovind, at Rash-
trapati Bhawan have also 
been included in the list of 
activities. The tour will con-
clude in Mon on Sep. 21, the 
press release added.

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
Mentioning that  the 
community health cen-
tre (CHC) in Chang-
tongya town, which was 
inaugurated in 1988 has 
been running with only 
one doctor in a 30-bed-
ded hospital, the chair-
man of All Ward Union, 
Changtongya town, T 
Meyi Longkumer issued a 
press statement request-
ing the government to 
immediately intervene 
and ease the plight of the 
public. 

“It is learnt that in one 
CHC hospital, at least 
five doctors headed by 
a senior medical officer 
must be working round 
the clock. However, in 
Changtongya CHC, only 

one Ayush doctor, Dr. Wa-
pang has been working 
tirelessly for the welfare of 
the public,” the statement 
alleged.

The updates further 
informed that one den-
tal doctor has also been 
performing her duties 
from Mokokchung. She 
comes to Changtongya 
once a week. Apart from 
that the other doctors are 
nowhere to be found, the 
updates added.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
updates, the leaders of 
Changtongya town area 
had submitted many ap-
plications and represen-
tations to higher authori-
ties and had even met 
the authority in Kohima. 
However, the release al-

leged that the authorities 
had turned a deaf ear to 
the public’s demand. 

“The PDA government 
can only afford to post a 
lone Ayush doctor to look 
after the whole 30-bed-
ded hospital. This is be-
yond human imagination 
and a surprising thing in 
this modern world,” the 
updates remarked.

“ T h e re f o re  i f  t h e 
present state govern-
ment continue to ignore 
our genuine demands, 
we the public of Chang-
tongya town area shall 
be compelled to observe 
indefinite bandh from 
2nd October by blocking 
National Highway 62 and 
Longleng road,” the state-
ment asserted. 

RNPO condems NSCN (IM)-Zeliangrong 
United Front gun battle
Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
The Rongmei Naga Peo-
ple’s Organisation (RNPO) 
has strongly condemned 
the fierce gun-battle be-
tween the armed cadres 
of NSCN-IM and the Ze-
liangrong United Front 
(ZUF) where one person 
was reportedly killed and 
one injured  at Luangreng 
village, Tamenglong on 
Sept 1. 

In a press release from 
the president of RNPO, 
G.Namgai stated “Such 
internecine killings of 
horrifying nature on one 
pretext or the other is ut-

ter shocking and amount 
to gross human rights vio-
lations.” He said that there 
is no justification whatso-
ever to such killing.

“Despite public out-
cry against violence and 
declaration of Rongmei 
inhabited areas as Peace 
Zone, the warring groups 
have not heeded even an 
oita but continued with 
their provocative and de-
structive strategies only to 
invite more public anger 
and wrath.  The public 
who have tolerated for so 
long will have no choice 
but to render non-coop-

eration to any defying an-
ti-social  elements. Public 
cannot afford to remain in 
fear psychosis infinitely in 
their own land of peace,”  
the release stated.

The RNPO urged the 
state government not to 
remain a mute spectator 
but act immediately and 
deploy security forces to 
ensure peace and tranquil-
ity in Tamenglong district.

‘The Rongmei people’s 
condoles  for the departed 
soul to rest in peace and 
consoles for the bereaved 
family members,’ the re-
lease stated.

NIIT invites students to Teacher’s Day prog.
Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
The National Institite of 
Information Technol-
ogy (NIIT) has informed 
al l  current  NIITians 
from Unity College, St. 
Joseph’s College (Jakha-
ma), NEISSR & NIIT Di-

mapur center are invited 
for Teacher’s Day which 
will be celebrated by the 
students at the center at 
1:00 pm on Sept. 5.  

Interested students 
who wish to present any 
program may co-ordi-

nate with Daniel Chang-
kiri, Head of Center on 
Ph. no. 96121-71341/ 
70110-07823. Further, it 
is informed that classes 
at NIIT Dimapur Center 
will remain suspended 
on the day.

Kohima dist. to honor its teachers 
Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): Teachers 
serving under different schools in 
Kohima district will be honoured in 
‘an exceptional post Teachers’ Day 
celebration award ceremony’ to be 
held on September 13, 2018 at 10:00 
am in the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Conference Hall, Kohima. 

  “This programme is calculat-
ingly organised in order to enable 
all teachers and school children of 
Kohima conveniently participate 
during the State Level Teachers’ Day 
Celebration on 5th September, 2018 
without having a collision of events,” 
informed  Piholi Swunetho, the Dis-
trict Education Officer of Kohima 
in a press note received here today. 

The release informed that the 
award recipients are sixteen teach-
ers who would be honoured in at the 
programme. 

The teachers who would be 
honoured, as per the release, are 
Rhonbeni Kikon, M. A., B. Ed. GHSS 
Jotsoma; Rosemary Kent, B. Sc., B. 

Ed. GHSS Tseminyu; Tianaro Pon-
gen, M. A. B. Ed. GHSS Tseminyu; 
Zhokhovi Kulviro, B. P. Ed. GHS 
Kiruphema; Khriebeizou-ü Chase, 
Matriculate, GHS Rüsoma; Ayen 
Thakro, P. U. GHS Khuzama; Ganga 
Thapa, P.U. GMS Aradhura, Lierie; 
Thenuneinuo Theresa, B. Com. B. 
Ed. GPS Lower P. R. Hill;      Neithol-
ezo Nakhru, B. Sc., B. Ed. GMS Kig-
wema; Mimi Yhoshü, B. Sc. (Hons) 
GMS Officers’ Hill; Martha Magh, P. 
U. GMS Tesophenyu; Ning Khalem, 
P.U. GMS Gariphema; Lohe David, 
P. U. Sc. Christ King Hr. Sec. School; 
Ameü Belho, B. A. Khedi Baptist 
Hr. Sec. School; Balasis Minge, B. 
A. PSTE St. Paul School, Phesama; 
Kuba Mathew, Matriculate, St. Xavi-
er’s School, Kidima, 

“The Head of Institutions and 
Award Recipient Teachers are re-
quested to make it convenient and 
attend this significant programme 
without fail,” the Kohima DEO in-
formed. 

Dimapur, Sep. 3(EMN): 
The Rengma Naga Peo-
ples’ Council (RNPC) held 
its annual general body 
meeting on Aug. 22 at Di-
mapur. The new office will 
be headed by K Solomon 
H Rengma as president, 
Simon J Rengma as the 
general secretary along 
with five other joint secre-
taries and two vice presi-
dents.

The meeting also reg-
istered altogether twenty 
SGBs and GBs to represent 
the various villages and 
areas of dominance over 
its members. The office 
also requested the mem-
bers to clear their mem-
bership fees for the tenure 
2018-2019 at the earliest 
through official channels.

Besides, the council 
has listed the following 
organisation as its associ-
ated units and requested 
them to consider a proper 
official counselling and 
deliberations with the 
apex body on any sensi-
tive political or social is-
sues before going public.

The associated units 
of RNPC included; Reng-
ma Mothers’ Association, 
Karbi Anglong, Rengma 
Naga Youth Organisation, 
Karbi Anglong, Western 
Rengma Students’ Un-
ion, Nagaland, Rengma 
Naga Students’ Union, 
Karbi Anglong, Rengma 
Naga Employees Associa-
tion, Rengma Naga Cul-
tural Society, and Western 
Rengma Union Dimapur.

STATE

DTDDF-SASRD organises one-day 
workshop at Molvom village

Chumukedima Town Youth 
Organisation elects new office bearers
The office of the Chumukedima Town Youth Organi-
sation has elected it new office bearers on Sept. 1 for 
the tenure 2018–2020. The office will be headed by 
Diethosilie Shuya as president; Sekho Thakro as gen-
eral secretary; Thepfukuolie Sanchu as treasurer; and 
Seyielhouto Keyho, Neichii-u Kuotsu, and Kezhanguto 
Zhotso as advisors. 

Dimapur DPDB to meet one Sep. 11
The monthly meeting of the Dimapur District Plan-
ning and Development Board (DPDB) has been 
scheduled on Sep. 11 in the conference hall of deputy 
commissioner at 11 am. All the elected members and 
board members have been requested to attend the 
meeting.

Suhoi villagers thank  Vety. doctors
The gaon buras, village council and villagers of Suhoi 
village has thanked to the Doctors of Veterinary De-
partment, Dimapur led by Dr B Atem Longchar CVO 
and Dr. K Thunghnio, deputy CVO Dimapur and Dr. 
Michal VAS Kuhuboto for vaccinating over 100 dogs 
on the Aug. 31 under the training and capacity build-
ing for orientation programme on latest technology 
of veterinary extension services for farmers block 
level under NLM during 2017-18. Updates on Monday 
informed. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
The department of Atomic 
Energy (DAE) Technologies 
Display and Dissemination 
Facility (DRDDF), School 
of Agricultural Sciences 
and Rural Development 
(SASRD) of Nagaland Uni-
versity organised a one-day 
workshop about technolo-
gies of Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre (BARC) in-
side the community hall of 
Molvom village in Dimapur 
on Sept. 3.

A press release from 
the centre stated that its 
exercising authority, Dr. NK 
Patra, spoke about the de-
tails of scientific research 
and societal activities of 
DAE and the activities of 
DRDDF which is function-

Participants examine an equipment during the workshop. 

ing in collaboration with 
BARC, Mumbai.

Dr. Patra gave a brief 
introduction of BARC and 
their domain of works such 
as nuclear technology, bio-
medics, agriculture, food 
security, environment, 
health, etc. and highlighted 
about the available tech-
nologies with DTDDF.

During the presenta-
tion, special emphasis was 
given to start Nisargruna 
(bio gas plant) at com-
munity, village level, or 
individually to utilize post 
harvest residue and waste 
from pineapple cultivation 
for production of biogas 
and quality compost.   

In the technical ses-
sion, demonstration and 

display of the different 
technologies of DTDDF 
was conducted. T Senchu-
mo Yanthan, a staffs of the 
department, and Sash-
ilia Ao, a research scholar, 
demonstrated domestic 
water purifier, foldable 
solar dryer, soil organic 
carbon detection kit, and 
the fluoride detection kit. 

All participants were 
encouraged to adopt BARC 
technologies and to start 
entrepreneurship with it. It 
was also informed that in-
terested people can contact 
to DTDDF office at SASRD, 
Nagaland University for 
further details of different 
technologies and to start 
their entrepreneurship, the 
press release added.

Mongchen students organise get-together 

Youths arm-wrestle at the get-together organised by the Mongchen Senso Telongjem, in Mokokchung town.

Our Correspondent
M o k o k c h u n g ,  S e p .  3 
(EMN):  The Mongchen Stu-
dents’ Union Mokokchung 
Unit held its first “Atenshi 
(Ao; Roughly translated as 
get together)” under the 
aegis of Mongchen Senso 
Telongjem Mokokchung 
Town (MSTMT) and spon-
sored by Mongchemtsur 
Telongjem Mokokchung 
Town at Multi-Purpose 
Sports Complex on Mon-
day.

The gathering was at-
tended by more than 120 
students starting from 
LKG- University level. The 
gathering was made more 
meaningful with the pres-
ence of parents and senior 
students.

MSTMT president, Im-
kongwapang said that the gathering was necessary because most of the stu- dents in the town are most 

second-generation children 
who are born and brought 
up in here.

He added that because 
of the mixed environment 
they are brought up most 
of them does not know their 
own villager; just with the 
tag, they are from Mon-
gchen village.  

In this connection, he 
said in order to bring the 
students together and know 
each other they are from the 
same village the event was 
held inclusively for both 
junior and senior students.

Activities like musical 
presentation, drawing and 
painting, lego building, tug 
of war, arms wrestling, jig 
puzzle and recreational 
events were held between 
various categories.

ing skills so that everything 
they do may contribute 
positively towards their 
livelihood. He also stated 
that 8% of the world’s busi-
ness is carried in the tour-
ism and hospitality sector.

Wokha village council 
chairman Yanphamo Tun-
goe and its secretary Zu-
janbemo Kithan also came 
to encourage the trainees 
besides contributing a cash 
amount to the organisers 

as a token of encourage-
ment.

Despite constrain of 
funds, the Team Meta-
morphosis strongly feels 
that youths are the best 
resources available in order 
to meet the various chal-
lenges the society is facing 
today, therefore, equipping 
them at the opportune 
time with the appropriate 
skill is indispensible, the 
press release read.  

22 youths are currently 
undergoing the training 
for which the team expects 
more to join in the next day. 

Focusing much on im-
partation of skills, the team 
in collaboration with the 
King’s Sound will be con-
ducting ‘hands on’ training 
about live sound system 
management with special 
emphasis to churches from 
Sept. 11 to the 13th, the 
press release added.

Dimapur 
Lions Club to 
conduct free 
eye screening
Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
The Lions Club of Dimapur 
will be organising ‘1st free 
eye screening camp’ for 
intraocular lenses surgery 
(cataract) 8 am onwards on 
Sept. 15 and 16th from at Li-
ons Health Centre, Midland 
in Dimapur. 

A press release from the 
club has informed that the 
medical team will arrive 
from Jorhat Lions Eye Hos-
pital (JLEH). Patients will be 
provided with free medicine 
and advice. ‘No spectacles 
will be provided.’

The operation for in-
traocular lenses surgery 
(cataract) will be conducted 
at JLEH by Lions Club of Di-
mapur. Forms will be avail-
able at the following places 
they should fill up and sub-
mit: Lions Health Centre 
at Midland, 9862828240; 
Sheetal Sarees near Durga 
Mandir, 9436003532; Inder 
Automobiles at Circular 
Road, 9774012458; and Ma-
habir Printing Press at GS 
Road, 9436007399.
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KSU opposes redeployment of 
teachers; appeals for exclusion 

Road restoration updates: Nagaland fights back

Blackout in Doyang Hydel Project areas

Yapatsu valley in Tseminyu affected by landslide RMSA, SSA clarify appointment order

Church youths sensitised on environment conservation Kiruphema youths repair road

1st International Trade Expo underway in Dimapur 
STATE

Volunteers repair a portion of a road between Peducha and Kiruphema.  

EM Images

Wooden crafts being sold at the trade expo in Dimapur.

 A landslide-hit area  at Yapatsu valley in Tseminyu sub-division. 

EM Images

Resource persons and participants pose for a photograph after a seminar in Wokha.

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
The Konyak Students’ Un-
ion (KSU) has opposed  
the redeployment policy 
for teachers introduced by 
the department of School 
Education in the middle 
of the academic session.

The students’ body 
urged the department to 
retain the post-graduate 
teachers from Mon dis-
trict who were affected by 

the recent redeployment 
policy.

Italso appealed for ex-
clusion of Mon district 
from the policy till re-
placement is being made.

A press statement 
jointly appended by the 
union president and edu-
cation secretary stated 
that the policy has ad-
versely affected the stu-
dents of the district as no 

teachers from other dis-
tricts have been deployed 
in Mon.

The KSU said the un-
ion is against the transfer 
and redeployment of its 
teachers to other districts. 

Further, it appealed 
the department to with-
hold and retain the same, 
failing which it would not 
allow such policy within 
its district in the future.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 3: The commissioner-sec-
retary to chief minister of Nagaland, Ab-
hishek Singh took to twitter to update road 
condition in various parts of Nagaland. 
The state was badly affected by landslides 
caused by monsoon rains.

Under the banner ‘Nagaland Fights 
Back,’ Singh on Monday tweeted, “At 
New Thewati under Phunguri Circle in 
Phek District, villagers with support of 
District Administration and DDMA Phek 
constructed a temporary wooden bridge - 
good only for light vehicles. Fresh cutting 
needed for medium vehicles.”

Giving updates on the road condition 

between Dimapur-Kohima National High-
way, he wrote, “Dimapur Kohima National 
Highway is cut at Old KMC site for more 
than a month. Route to Kohima diverted 
through Jotsoma. Restoration works taken 
up by PWD Kohima is extremely challeng-
ing.” Roads that have been restored as on 
Sunday included road to Mao gate which 
was partially restored for vehicular move-
ments. On Mima-Chakhabama road, he 
tweeted; “Machinery is being deployed on 
a regular basis to clear this road of land-
slides and keep it pliable.” 

-Other roads that are under restora 
tion include Kidima-Zuketsa (13.5 km), 
Tseisema-Peducha road (10 km).

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Sep. 3 (EMN): At 
the heart of Doyang Hydro 
Electric Project (DHEP), 
where power is been gen-
erated in Nagaland, the 
Doyang area remains black 
out for more than five days.

The Doyang area which 
is said to have good elec-
tricity facilities in the past 
now remain blackout for 
more than five days, which 
has become unbearable 
pain to the people of the 

locality. On regular days, 
the power is 24/7, said a 
resident of the area. 

“Because we have goo 
power supply, we use elec-
tric cooking appliances like 
rice cookers, electric kettle, 
induction heaters etc,” said 
a restaurant owner at Doy-
ang area. She couldn’t offer 
some hot waters to the vis-
iting Eastern Mirror team, 
perhaps because it was 
Sunday (Aug. 2); but she 
said, “Light nahiai (there is 

no light!)”. 
With good power sup-

ply, the people never had 
the habit of using any al-
ternative way in cooking 
rather than with electric 
cookers or electric induc-
tions. “Now preparing food 
has become a big hardship 
for us, said the restaurant 
owner at Doyang

A CISF personnel at 
the Doyang hydro Project 
confirmed that the power 
has been out for the past 

few days. 
The reason for the 

power blackout at Doyang 
area could not be firmed. 
The officials could not be 
reached either telephoni-
cally or personally. 

Situated on the Doy-
ang, a tributary of the river 
Brahmaputra, the project 
with a capacity of 3 X 25 
MW and an estimated an-
nual generation of 227 Mil-
lion Units was commis-
sioned in July 2000.

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): The Na-
galand RMSA Teachers Associa-
tion-2016 has said in a statement 
that the government isn’t paying 
heed to their cries despite its agi-
tation against the office memo-
randum (OM) to either accept a 
reduced pay scale within a month 
or face termination.

The RMSATA-2016 has been 
boycotting classes since Aug. 27 af-
ter the government announced that 
the monthly salary of the teachers 
would be reduced by INR 6315.

“Why we can say with conviction 
that the OM is by nature irrational, 
invalid and discriminatory is be-
cause of the actual guidelines and 
official documents from the MHRD 
where this OM has its basis,” the 
press release stated.

The association pointed out that 
in the original draft document of the 
new scheme stated that “henceforth 
there will not be any separate SSA 
and RMSA teachers; salary as per 
the new scheme will thus be based 
only on the different sections of 
the school they teach viz. primary 
teachers-Rs 15,000, Upper Primary 
Teachers- Rs 20,000 and Secondary 
Teachers-Rs 25,000. We the RMSA 
2016 Teachers fall under the cat-
egory of secondary teachers with an 
amount of Rs 25,000.”

According to the statement given 
in the document, it said that all the 
SSA teachers who are predominant-
ly engaged in teaching the primary 
and upper primary sections will be 
receiving only INR 15,000 and INR 
20,000. However, it stated that the 
OM was not served to them. 

“The memorandum of the dept. 
itself is also self contradictory as it 
states that they are following the 

guidelines of the new scheme fixing 
the salary of the RMSA at Rs 25,000, 
very ironically this OM is served 
only to some 2016 appointed RMSA 
Teachers, the other teachers of 
RMSA appointed in the year 2013 
and on May 2016 are exempted from 
this OM.” it alleged 

The association also pointed 
out the Project Approval Board 
minutes of the SSA, MHRD which 
stated; “State should meet the bal-
ance amount from its own resources 
including the additional funds 
devolved under the 14th Finance 
Commission. As per Section 7(5) of 
the RTE Act, 2009, the State Govern-
ment shall after taking into consid-
eration the sum, provided by the 
Central Government and manda-
tory matching State share, provide 
the balance funds necessary to fulfill 
the estimate for the implementation 
of the Act.”

It asserted that when the state 
can meet the additional funds 
(funds apart from central and state 
matching share) of SSA and other 
RMSA teachers, it can in no way take 
the excuse of fund constrains of the 
state and discriminate a certain sec-
tion of its employees who fall under 
the same scheme.

The Nagaland Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan Teachers’ Association (NS-
SATA) of the 2010 and 2013 batches 
had claimed that the NSSATA (2010 
and 2013 batches) were appointed 
as regular employees according to 
the nature of appointment. 

A press statement appended by 
the president, Penthungo Y Yan-
than, and general secretary, Vinoka 
Sohe of the NSSATA on Monday, 
stated that according to their ap-

pointment orders, the teachers 
were endowed with a pay scale and 
other allowances prescribed by the 
government of Nagaland from time 
to time with effect from the date of 
joining. 

The association mentioned the 
RTI reply to Ponchulo Wanth; “post 
creation as being a government of 
Nagaland undertaking and not of 
the SSA. “Hence teachers are ap-
pointed on a regular basis and their 
service is not co-terminus with SSA 
project.” 

Therefore, the association said 
unlike other SSA and RMSA con-
tractual and adhoc-fixed teachers, 
the SSA teachers of 2010 and 2013 
batch, along with the RMSA 2013 
batch are regular employees as per 
the advertisement and the nature of 
appointment.

The RMSA 2013 has also clari-
fied the nature of RMSA teachers’ 
appointment and as to why the 2013 
batch along with SSA 2010 and 2013 
batch were not brought under the 
purview of the OM. 

It stated that they were appoint-
ed as regular employees by the 
government of Nagaland under the 
Directorate of School Education. It 
claimed that they enjoy a pay band 
with all other allowances and rates 
prescribed by the state government 
from time to time with effect from 
the date of joining and deduction to-
wards NPS and GIS which is clearly 
written in our appointment order 
issued by the Directorate of School 
Education and not by the RMSA 
Mission. 

Therefore, the association said 
that the office memorandum is not 
applicable to RMSA 2013 and SSA 
2010 and 2013 batch.

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, Sep. 3 (EMN): The 
Lotha Baptist Churches 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( L B C A ) , 
Longjung Ekhumkho, 
youth department con-
ducted a day’s seminar 
on “In conversation with 
nature in the context of en-
vironment crisis: Prospects 
and challenges,” here on 
Monday at Longjung Bap-
tist Church Vankhosung.

The seminar was at-
tended by youth depart-
ments from 12 churches. 

Janbemo Humtsoe of 
Green Foundation talked 
on “Environmental crisis 
a global perspective.” He 
highlighted the causes and 
effects of global warming. 
He said ecological crisis, 
loss of biodiversity, air pol-
lution, and water scarcity 
are the result of global 
warming.

Stating that Wokha dis-
trict is also adversely af-
fected by ecological crisis, 
he said as stakeholders one 
must put effort to preserve 
and protect its rich natural 
resources and take decisive 
steps to mitigate the en-
vironmental crisis which 
is in confrontation with 
humanity.

Asst. Prof. of Witter 
Theological College, T 
Nzanthung Ngullie, spoke 
on the topic “The impor-
tance of pulpit ministry 

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN):  
Members of the Kiru-
phema Youth Organisa-
tion (KYO) repaired por-
tions of a road between 
Peducha and Kiruphe 
Bawe/Basa,  said to be 
the only alternative route 
connecting the state’s 
capital, Kohima,  to  Ma-
nipur state.

An update that was re-
ceived from the KYO  stat-
ed that on Sep. 3, the KYO 

volunteers repaired and 
widened narrow portions 
of the “by-pass” road.

A driver who joined 
the  community work 
said, “Some people are 
liberally working for re-
construction of roads for 
smooth functioning but 
many responsible educat-
ed youths keep on barking 
in social media.” 

He urged the citizens 
to extend help in restor-

ing roads as Nagaland is 
facing alarming situation 
this year due to incessant 
rains.

It may be mentioned 
that a major landslide oc-
curred on NH-29 between 
Kiruphema and Kohima 
due to  incessant rains. 

The movement of ve-
hicles was hindered near  
the old Kohima Municipal 
Council’s garbage dump-
ing area. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 3: The on-
going 1st International 
Dimapur Trade Expo at 
Supermarket is providing 
a wide range of products 

for use at home and other 
decorative items.

Among 40 stalls at the 
expo, two of them offer 
products from Pakistan 
and Thailand. Important 

items, which are put up 
for sale, include jewellery 
from Thailand and Korea, 
Saharanpur furniture from 
UP, kitchen wares from 
Delhi, tools from Delhi, 

pearl jewellery from Hy-
derabad, furniture from 
Delhi, magic steamer from 
Delhi, gym equipment 
from Mumbai, pickles 
from Kolkata, Ayurvedic 

medicines from Himachal 
Pradesh and UP, leather 
items from Delhi, copper 
utensils from UP, unique 
items and toys for children 
from Kolkata.

The trade fair, which 
began on Aug. 24 would 
culminate on Sep. 12, is 
organised by Vitho Society 
from Kohima.

President of Vitho 
Society, Kelhouzienguü 
Mechülho, told a section 
of visiting media persons 
that the expo is being or-
ganised to generate fund 
and support its school 
drop-out members for self 
employment.

With 17 members, the 
society plans to organise 
similar trade expo in Phek 
town tentatively from Sep. 
28 to Oct. 15.

Meanwhile, the organ-
isers informed that en-
try fee with gift coupon is 
being offered to visitors, 
adding the draw would 
be held on the last day of 
the expo. 

It has offered LCD TV 
32 to the first winner, re-
frigerator of 160 litres to 
the second winner, and 
washing machine to the 
third winner.

Dimapur, Sep. 3 (EMN): Due 
to torrential rains, Yapatsu val-
ley, Kasha area under Tsem-
inyu sub-division has been af-
fected by a massive landslide. 

A press statement from 
Kasha Lowrin Youth Organisa-
tion stated that the mudslide 
measures approximately 1 km 
in breadth and about 7 km in 
length from Yapatsu valley to 
Shu River. 

The organisation in-
formed that the villagers, who 
practice rice cultivation in the 
Yapatsu valley for generations 
have been severely affected.  It 
has claimed that more than 
40 paddy fields including 
jhum cultivation and fishery 
ponds which would amount 
more than a rupees one crore. 

The youth organisation 
has appealed to the concern 
authority and the government 
of Nagaland to intervene and 
provide assistance.

towards sensitizing the 
congregation to develop a 
positive attitude towards 
God’s creation.”

He defined preaching 
as communication of the 
divine truth which is the 
word of God to the people.

Basing on the two 
missiology foundation of 
preaching with the “Re-
demptive and Liberative 
aspects” for both spiritual 
and existential realities of 
man, he stated that only 
when preaching is incor-
porated in these two as-
pects, it becomes the word 
of God.

Emphasising on the 
Noahic Covenant in Gen-
esis 9:8-7 and the Cosmic 
Christology in Colosians 
1:15-20, he said that the 
Bible has resounding eco-
logical themes which can 
be explored widely to guide 
the people in caring God’s 
creation.

Asst. Prof. of Witter 
Theological College, S 
Ekonthung Ezung talked 
on “Pastoral ministry to 
the Groaning world in the 
context of Environmental 
Crisis in Wokha District: 
Exploring insights from the 
Lotha Naga Cultural and 

Religious Practices.”
Ezung pointed out the 

possibilities of environ-
mental crisis in Nagaland 
and Wokha district in par-
ticular, drawing insights 
from the Lotha Naga cul-
tural and religious prac-
tices of the ancestors.

 “Our forefathers be-
lieved there was “God-
World-Human” inter-re-
lationship and interface, 
and such mutual coex-
istence enabled them to 
be responsible caretakers 
and protectors of the eco-
system,” he stated.

In today’s world, he said 

the church has a responsi-
ble role to play in teaching 
fellow Christians about the 
creation of God.

Youth Director of Bap-
tist Church, Wokha village, 
Eyingbeni Erui, spoke on 
“Ministerial challenges vis-
a-vis environmental crisis 
in contemporary times and 
involvement of the church 
to build an inclusive cos-
mology.”

A well balanced envi-
ronment which is a life 
supporting agent has be-
come a threat to not only 
mankind but for the entire 
planet, she lamented.

Erui observed that con-
tinuous destruction of the 
eco-system is resulting in 
not only extinction of flora 
and fauna species but also 
exposing to more hazards. 
She lamented that wild 
animals including Hornbill 
species, tigers and leop-
ards which were once a 
common sight are now 
only narratives to today’s 
generation.

She said churches are 
now taking pro-active 
role in conserving energy, 
preserving natural for-
est, reducing and manag-
ing waste, zero chemical 
use in farms, rain water 
harvesting and others 
through seminars, plac-
ards, posters and pam-
phlet campaigns.
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Search operations for missing 
family continues in Assam

Should maintain cordial relations between 
police and public — Manipur CM

Northeast faces 27% shortfall in rainfall

Manipur University row: Ibobi slams VC Pandey’s order

Cong. to contest all seats of panchayat by-elections in Tripura

Guwahati, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
Search operations by 
Army, NDRF and SDRF 
teams continued Monday 
for five members of a fam-
ily who went missing after 
their vehicle fell into the 
Dikhow river in Assam’s 
Sivsagar district, officials 
said.

The search teams are yet 
to locate the car or its occu-
pants because of the strong 
undercurrent in Dikhow 

river which is on a spate and 
muddy water was block-
ing the vision of the divers 
under water, a state govern-
ment release said.

Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal has 
spoken to the Prime Min-
ister’s office and the Union 
Home Ministry regard-
ing the search and rescue 
operation of the missing 
family, the release said 
Monday.

The chief minister has 
also taken up the mat-
ter with National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA) and the Defence 
Ministry for help, it said.

A total of 32 deep divers 
are engaged in the rescue 
operation. Divers are go-
ing as deep as 40 ft in some 
areas and ten boats have 
been pressed into service, 
it said.

The search teams in-
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N Biren Singh inaugurating three blocks of police quarters at the MPTC, in Imphal.

 Divers from the military’s Special Forces at work during the search operation. 

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1929SUD0KU 1769
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Civil rights college organization
 5. Cheeselike food made of curdled 

soybean milk
 9. Rumen
 12. Winnie the ____
 13. Tel ____, Israel
 14. Indicates near
 15. A former copper coin of Pakistan
 16. Mentor
 17. A European river
 18. French for “Raw”
 20. Mixing or merging
 22. The third hour, about 9 a.m.
 25. Self-Addressed Envelope
 26. Largest English dictionary (abbrev.)
 27. Blood serum containing antibodies
 32. Transfer property
 34. A long thin implement
 35. Ponder
 36. Made lonely
 39. Had a rendezvous
 40. Policeman (slang)
 41. Sarcasm
 43. The condition of being overweight
 47. One of twelve sons of Jacob
 48. Be sick
 49. Malay title of respect
 51. Sheep sounds
 54. Fabulous (abbrev.)
 55. Accordingly
 56. Engrave
 57. The compass point midway 

between south and southeast
 58. Actress Kate or actor Tim
 59. Half 

 DOWN
 1. Resort
 2. French for “No”
 3. Admits or yields
 4. Trout
 5. Label or a child’s game
 6. Egg cell
 7. Hearths

 8. Fleshy lobes in soft palates
 9. Currency unit in Ghana
 10. On top
 11. Ring 
 19. Fiddler crabs
 21. Perceive
 22. “Diff’rent Strokes” actor 

____ Bridges
 23. Electronic engineering 

group

 24. Hold spellbound
 28. Infant
 29. Contemplate
 30. Exploiter
 31. Distribute
 33. Medical men 
 37. Linger
 38. Father
 42. Wasting of the body during 

a chronic disease

 43. Louts
 44. Partiality
 45. Czech River
 46. A sharply directional 

antenna
 50. A sign of assent, salutation, 

or command
 52. Association for Computing 

Machinery
 53. Albanian for “Rain”
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clude three teams from 
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF), 
six teams from the State 
Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), one each from 
Dibrugarh and Sivasagar, 
apart from one team from 
the Para Commando of the 
Indian Army.

A team of eight Indian 
Navy divers with equip-
ment from Visakhapatnam 
will be joining shortly in 
the search operation, the 
release said.

Five members of a fam-
ily are missing after their 
vehicle fell into a river in 
Sivasagar district of upper 
Assam Saturday evening.

The family was travel-
ling from Sivasagar to Gu-
wahati when their vehicle 
plunged into the Dikhow 
river after breaking a dyke 
at Gaurisagar Dikhow-
mukh, the sources said.

They five were identi-
fied as Haren Bora, his wife 
Phunu Bora, daughters 
Simpi Bora and Munmi 
Bora, and mother Ponou 
Bora.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 3 : Manipur 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh on Monday said that 
Manipur Police Training 
College (MPTC) has trained 
more than 31,000 police 
personnel of different ranks 
till now.  

We must build such 
training college as an ‘In-
stitution of Excellence’ not 
only in Northeast Region 
but in the entire country, 
Biren said while address-
ing the inaugural function 
of three Blocks of Police 
Quarters at MPTC, Pangei 
located in the outskirt of 
Imphal. Currently, more 
than 2400 newly recruited 
police personnel are un-
dergoing training in the 
college, he added.

MPTC which was es-

tablished in 1967 as a Train-
ing School which was later 
upgraded into a College in 
2009 offers various courses 
including counter insur-
gency, commando refresh-
er courses, and courses for 
gazetted police officers.

Singh said that police 
personnel are performing 
their duties actively and 
people feel safe and secure 
when they see a police in 
the state.

 There should be a 
cordial relationship and 
co-operation between the 
police and public so as to 
have a healthy atmosphere 
in the society. The people 
should never forget the 
human service done by the 
police personnel during 
floods and other unwanted 
situation. 

We should acknowledge 
the role of the police in ‘war 
against drugs’ drives across 
the state. We all should join 
our hands together to root 
out drug menace from the 
state, he added.

Stating that the duty of 
the police is to prevent any 
unwanted and anti-social 
activities in the state and to 
protect human life, he said 
as doctors can’t say sorry 
to the patients, similarly 
police can’t say sorry to the 
people.

 Appealing to the police 
officers and personnel to 
continue the community 
policing so as to build a 
safer society, he also in-
formed that the state gov-
ernment has procured 60 
vehicles for police officers 
and SDOs who are working 

in the field. Acknowledging 
the duties of the police in 
the state, he stated that we 
must take care of their re-
quirements to perform their 
duties efficiently. 

In his speech, Director 
General of Police Manipur 
LM Khaute said that the 
Police Training School/Col-
lege serves as the backbone 
in molding discipline and 
professionalism among the 
police personnel. 

Chief Minister also in-
augurated a Joint Inter-
rogation Centre, CMTW 
Complex, near 2nd MR Bat-
talion. Minister for Works, 
RD& PR Th Biswajit, Vice-
Chairman MIDA O Lukhoi, 
MLAs Dr Y Radheshyam, H 
Dingo, P Brojen and other 
top level Police Officers at-
tended the function.

Agartala/Guwahati, Sep. 3 (IANS): 
Even as northern and southern 
India receive copious rains, the 
north-eastern region comprising 
eight hilly states is witnessing a 
rainfall deficiency of 27 per cent in 
the first three of the four-month-
long monsoon season, the Met said 
on Monday.

According to India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) officials 
in Guwahati and Agartala, the sea-
sonal monsoon (June to September) 
rainfall is likely to be 93 per cent of 
the long period average over north-
east India comprising Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim 
and Tripura.

The eight northeastern states 
are divided into four meteorological 
sub-divisions.

An official report of the IMD, 
available with IANS, said that dur-
ing the first three months (June to 
August) of the monsoon season 
the Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram 
and Tripura sub-division record-
ed 1,013.1 mm (actual) of rainfall 
against the average rainfall of 1,227.9 
mm.

Though there is a 17 per cent def-
icit in monsoon rainfall, according to 
the IMD standard this is considered 
as normal.

Arunachal Pradesh sub-division 

witnessed the highest deficit of 35 
per cent rainfall, recording 921.6 mm 
rainfall (actual) against the normal 
average of 1,412.9 mm.

With 29 per cent deficit, Assam 
and Meghalaya sub-division re-
corded 1,048.2 mm rainfall (actual) 
against the normal average of 1,486.8 
mm.

Sikkim and adjoining Sub-Hima-
layan areas of West Bengal registered 
19 per cent less rainfall recording 
actual rainfall of 1,316.9 mm against 
normal average of 1,623.8 mm.

Private weather forecaster Sky-
met said that a cyclonic circulation 
exists over Assam, thus, rains would 
increase over northeast India result-
ing in moderate to heavy rains.

IMD Director Dilip Saha told 
IANS: “Rain producing systems, in-
cluding deep depressions, were not 
very much evenly active in the entire 
northeastern region. 

“However, the huge deficiencies 
in rainfall were likely to be covered 
in the later part of the monsoon in 
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.”

“The frequency of movement of 
monsoon factors were also slightly 
favourable in Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram and Tripura sub-division,” 
he said adding that in the northeast, 
though the normal monsoon period 
is June to September, it some times 
continues until the first or second 

week of October.
According to IMD stipulation, 

Saha said if the monsoon rainfall 
recorded plus-minus 19 per cent 
it would be termed as normal, if it 
recorded plus 20 per cent it would 
be described as excess and minus 20 
per cent to minus 59 per cent would 
be notified as deficient.

According to Skymet, normally 
monsoon covers the entire stretch of 
northeast India during the first week 
of June. 

But, in 2018, despite making 
an on-time arrival, the pace of the 
southwest monsoon is slow.

“Northeast India is one of the 
rainiest pockets of the country. Dur-
ing the Southwest Monsoon season 
and almost 30 per cent of the sea-
sonal rainfall is contributed by this 
region,” it said.

According to an IMD report, dur-
ing the four-month-long monsoon 
period, Meghalaya’s Cherrapunjee 
holds the record of being the sec-
ond wettest place on earth, even as 
Mawsynram, also in Meghalaya, now 
holds the Guinness record for the 
highest amount of rainfall -- 11,873 
mm -- in a year.

Cherrapunjee still holds the 
record for the highest amount of 
rainfall in a calendar month, with 
9,300 mm of rain recorded in July 
1861.

Imphal, Sep. 3 (PTI): Taking a dig at 
Manipur University Vice-Chancellor 
AP Pandey, who ordered a ban on two 
associations at the institute, former 
Manipur Chief Minister O Ibobi Singh 
sought to know Monday if the HRD 
ministry was consulted before the is-
suance of the notification.

The senior Congress leader also 
asked Pandey to clarify if he has re-
ceived orders to rejoin office as vice 
chancellor on September 1.

Pandey, who was sent on leave 
on August 2 over allegations of ir-
regularities, issued a notice Saturday 
to announce that he has resumed his 
charges.

In the statement, he also said that 
“Manipur University Teachers Associa-
tion (MUTA) and Manipur University 
Staff Association (MUSA) were hereby 
being banned with immediate effect as 
the Manipur University Act 2005 does 
not have provisions for existence of 

employees’ bodies”.
The students, teachers and staff 

members, who had been demanding 
the VC’s removal for over three months 
now over alleged financial and admin-
istrative irregularities, threatened to 
intensify their protests Sunday if action 
was not taken against him.

The agitators had called off their 
85-day-long agitation on August 23 
after signing an agreement with the 
HRD ministry, which formed a fact-
finding committee last month to look 
into their allegations.

The state government, too, had 
requested the agitators on several 
occasions to have faith in the HRD 
committee.

Ibobi told reporters Monday that 
both the state and the central govern-
ments have made a “mockery of the 
issue”.

“When the institute was made a 
central university during the UPA rule, 

the then prime minister Manmohan 
Singh and former Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi assured the state that 
every burden will be borne by the 
Centre,” he said.

In a related development, Assist-
ant Registrar H Tonsin Marring wrote 
to Manipur DGP Sunday, asking him 
to ensure that no untoward incident 
takes place at the institute or its vicin-
ity in view of the fresh threats issued by 
the agitators.

Academic activities resumed at 
Manipur university on August 24, 
following the suspension of the strike 
which lasted for almost three months.

In a statement, the protesters said 
Sunday that they would not allow 
Pandey to enter the university and 
claimed that the notification issued 
by him was “null and void”.

No state government official, 
however, could be contacted for their 
reaction on the matter.

Agartala, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
The opposition Congress 
Monday announced that 
it would contest all the 
seats of the by-elections of 
the three-tier panchayat, 
which fell vacant due to 
mass scale resignation of 
the office bearers after the 
BJP-Indigenous Peoples 
Front of Tripura came to 
power.

The state election com-
mission has fixed by-elec-
tions to panchayat seats 
on coming September 30.

Polls would be held in 
3207 seats in gram pan-
chayats, 161 seats in pan-
chayat samities and 18 
seats in zila parishads.

President of the Tripura 

Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (TPCC), Birajit Sin-
ha said, to maintain law 
and order in the state is the 
responsibility of the state 
government. If healthy 
democratic atmosphere 
does not prevail during 
the election, the Congress 
would not keep mum and 
appropriate actions would 
be initiated.

Besides, we have also 
declared the names of in-
charges of Congress in 
all the blocks of the state. 
We have also geared up 
our party machinery for 
the September 30 by-elec-
tions, Sinha told reporters.

He also said due to 
political pressure of rul-

ing BJP activists a huge 
number of people repre-
sentatives had resigned 
after BJP-IPFT government 
was formed in Tripura in 
March last.

Abnormal vacancies 
were created due to res-
ignations under duress, 
Dhar told reporters.

Ashoke Sinha,  BJP 
spokesperson said, CPI-M 
allegation of forced resig-
nation is baseless.

Nobody exercised any 
force on them. I am confi-
dent that our party would 
make good results in the 
by-elections, he said.

In a separate event, 
Sinha said,  Congress 
would submit a memoran-

dum to the Tripura Gover-
nor Kaptan Sing Solanki on 
September 20 alleging that 
Rafale aircraft deal was a 
scam of the ruling BJP.

On September 20 we 
would organize a huge 
rally from Congress Bha-
van here, which would 
move in different parts of 
the Agartala town and sub-
mit a the memorandum 
to the governor as part of 
our nationwide protest. 
We named this campaign 
Bharat Bachao Rafael Gho-
tala, he said.

All India youth con-
gress president Keshav 
Chand Jadav and Vice 
President Srinibah B.V will 
also join the rally.
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Sensex slips for 4th day, down 333 pts 
as rupee, trade war worries nag
Mumbai, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
The BSE benchmark 
Sensex posted its fourth 
straight session fall on 
Monday, losing 333 
points in a late sell-off 
due to nagging worries 
over continuous ru-
pee depreciation, rising 
crude oil prices and glo-
bal trade war tensions. 

The 30-share index 
saw this onslaught to-
wards the fag end of the 
session due to a wide-
spread selling in FMCG, 
realty, power and banks 
stocks.

The Indian currency 
on Monday collapsed 
to a new lifetime low 
of 71.21 against the US 
dollar, raising fresh con-
cerns on the macroeco-
nomic front.

Adding to the woes, 
the country’s manu-
facturing sector activ-
ity eased for the second 
consecutive month in 
August.

Investors are closely 
watching developments 
on global trade war front 
after the US President 
Donald Trump last week 
said he would go for im-
posing new tariffs on 
China.

International crude 
oil prices have been ris-
ing on fears that the US 
sanctions on Iran may 
hit supplies although the 
price hike has still been 
limited amid hopes that 
Saudi Arabia, Russia and 
the US will make up for 
the shortfall.

“Strong growth in 
Q1 GDP supported a 
fair start to the market 
whereas in due course 
profit-booking emerged 
due to concern on trade 
tensions and surge in oil 
price. Continued weak 
trend in emerging mar-
ket currencies and cur-
rent stretched valuation 
are some of the factors 
that influenced investors 
to stay sideline,” Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Financial Services 
Ltd, said.

Starting on a positive 
note, the 30-share Sensex 
soared over 289 points to 
hit a high of 38,934.35 
in early trade boosted 
by good first-quarter 
GDP data and recovery 
in rupee but gave up its 
gains completely follow-
ing late sell-offs, which 
dragged it down to a low 
of 38,270.01 after data 
showed that manufac-
turing PMI has slowed in 
August.

It finally settled 

at one-week low of 
38,312.52, showing 
a hefty loss of 332.55 
points, or 0.86 per cent. 
The gauge had lost 
251.56 points in the last 
three sessions.

The broader NSE 
Nifty closed below the 
10,600 mark by plung-
ing 98.15 points, or 0.84 
per cent, to 11,582.35 
after shuttling between 
11,567.40 and 11,751.80.

Both indices recorded 
the biggest single-day 
fall since August 2, when 
the BSE had lost 356.46 
points and the NSE Nifty 
101.50.

The country’s manu-
facturing sector activ-
ity eased for the second 
consecutive month in 
August, mainly on ac-
count of slower gains in 
output and decline in 
fresh orders, a monthly 
survey said Monday.

The Nikkei India 
Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index fell 
to 51.7 in August from 
52.3 in July, as operating 
conditions improved at 
the slowest pace since 
May.

Meanwhile, official 
data released after mar-
ket hours Friday showed 
India’s economy grew at 
two-year high of 8.2 per 
cent in the April-June 
quarter of 2018-19 on 
strong performance of 
manufacturing and agri-
culture sectors, increas-
ing its lead over China 
to remain the world’s 
fastest growing major 
economy.

Among the Sensex 
pack, Hindustan Unil-
ver was the biggest los-
er, plunging by 4.58 per 
cent, followed by power-
Grid 2.92 per cent.

Other laggards in-
cluded Axis Bank 2.69 per 
cent, ICICI Bank 2.51 per 
cent, ITC 2.01 per cent, 
M&M 2 per cent, Maruti 
Suzuki 1.90 per cent, 
ONGC 1.61 per cent, Ko-
tak Bank 1.19 per cent, 
TCS 1.12 per cent, Yes 
Bank 1.11 per cent, Asian 
Paints 1.03 per cent, 
NTPC 1.02 per cent, RIL 
0.85 per cent, SBI 0.79 
per cent, IndusInd Bank 
0.62 per cent, Hero Mo-
tocorp 0.49 per cent, In-
fosys 0.45 per cent, L&T 
0.35 per cent, Tata Steel 
0.19 per cent and Tata 
Motors 0.15 per cent.

In contrast, Wipro 
stock was the top gainer 
in the Sensex pack, by 
surging 2.49 per cent af-
ter the IT services major 

on Sunday said it has 
won an over USD 1.5 bil-
lion engagement from 
Alight Solutions LLC, its 
biggest deal till date.

Other gainers includ-
ed Bajaj Auto 0.68 per 
cent, HDFC Bank 0.58 
per cent, Sun Pharma 
0.57 per cent, Coal India 
0.47 per cent, Vedanta 
0.44 per cent, HDFC 0.42 
per cent, Adani Ports 0.34 
per cent and Bharti Airtel 
0.23 per cent.

Among sectoral indi-
ces, the BSE FMCG in-
dex emerged the worst 
performer by falling 2.14 
per cent, followed by re-
alty 1.23 per cent, power 
1.22 per cent, utilities 
1.17 per cent, bankex 
1.15 per cent, auto 0.85 
per cent, oil & gas 0.76, 
energy 0.76 per cent, fi-
nance 0.66 per cent, PSU 
0.62 per cent, IT 0.60 per 
cent, teck 0.42 per cent, 
infrastructure 0.34 per 
cent, capital goods 0.34 
per cent and healthcare 
0.02 per cent.

While, consumer du-
rables rose by 0.39 per 
cent and metal up by 
0.26 per cent.

A similar trend was 
also extended to the 
broader markets as in-
vestors indulged in cut-
ting down their portfo-
lios, pulling down the 
mid-cap index by 0.45 
per cent, while small- 
cap index shed 0.17 per 
cent.

Overseas, Asian 
stocks were ended lower 
as trade-war fears in-
creased after the US and 
Canada missed a deal 
deadline set for Friday 
and uncertainty rose 
about escalating tar-
iffs between the US and 
China. Activity in China’s 
factories expanded at a 
slower rate in August.

In the Asian region, 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
was down 0.63 per cent. 
Shanghai Composite In-
dex edged lower by 0.17 
per cent while the Nikkei 
Japan shed 0.69 per cent. 

In the Eurozone, Paris 
CAC 40 fell 0.24 per cent 
and Frankfurt’s DAX was 
down by 0.23 per cent 
in their late deals. Lon-
don’s FTSE, however, was 
up 0.78 per cent. Mean-
while, foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs) sold 
shares worth a net Rs 
212.81 crore while do-
mestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) were net 
buyers to the tune of Rs 
171.92 crore on Friday, as 
per provisional data.

Gold, silver fall on weak 
global cues, muted demand

Indigo starts Gorakhpur-New Delhi flight India’s Aug. manufacturing 
output eases on lower 
demand — PMI 

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
Gold prices drifted lower 
by INR 100 to INR 31,250 
per 10 gram at the bullion 
market Monday, snapping 
its three-day rising streak, 
amid weakening global 
trend and easing demand 
from the local jewellers. 

Silver followed suit and 
slumped below the INR 
38,000-mark by plunging 
INR 650 to INR 37,700 per 
kg due to reduced offtake 
by industrial units and 
coin makers.

Marketmen said senti-
ment turned bearish on 
the back of weak trend 
overseas where gold edged 

lower with prices breaking 
back below the psycho-
logical USD 1,200 level as 
the dollar rose on the back 
of worries about escalating 
global trade tensions.

Globally, gold fell 
by 0.17 per cent to USD 
1,198.80 an ounce and sil-
ver by 0.52 per cent to USD 
14.43 an ounce in Singa-
pore.

Besides, a fall in de-
mand from local jewellers 
and retailers at existing 
levels in the domestic spot 
markets, too, dampened 
the sentiment, they said.

In the national capi-
tal, gold of 99.9 and 99.5 

per cent purity declined 
by INR 100 each to INR 
31,250 and INR 31,100 per 
10 gram, respectively. The 
precious metal had gained 
INR 270 in the last three 
days.

Sovereign gold, how-
ever, remained flat at INR 
24,500 per piece of 8 gram.

Silver ready also 
dipped by INR 650 to INR 
37,700 per kg and weekly-
based delivery INR Rs 420 
to INR 36,695 per kg. 

Silver coins, too, 
dropped by Rs 1,000 to Rs 
72,000 for buying and Rs 
73,000 for selling of 100 
pieces.

Lucknow, Sep. 3 (IANS): 
Private carrier Indigo 
Airlines on Monday 
started its direct flights 
from Gorakhpur, the par-
liamentary constituency 
of Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
to New Delhi.

The flight was flagged 
off by the Chief Minis-
ter in the presence of 
the Union Civil Aviation 
Minister Suresh Prabhu, 
his deputy Jayant Sinha, 
Union Minister of State 
for Finance Shiv Pratap 
Shukla and state’s Civil 
Aviation Minister Nand 
Gopal ‘Nandi’.

The 180-seater air-
craft will fly daily be-
tween the two cities. Ad-
dressing the gathering 
after inaugurating the 
service, the Chief Min-
ister said not long ago 
the Gorakhpur airport 
resembled a road-side 
eatery, but with the co-
operation from the Un-
ion government, the 
state government in a 
very short time has done 
a swift and complete 
makeover of the facility.

“When we came to 
power, there were only 
regular flights from three 
airports in the state and 

we are now in a situation 
that very soon flights will 
be operating from 22 
places in Uttar Pradesh,” 
he said. 

With the launch of 
the services of the Indigo 
Airlines, three flights op-
erate between New Delhi 
and this eastern UP hub.

Spice Jet and Air India 
already have flights from 
Gorakhpur. The Gora-
khpur terminus built at a 
cost of Rs 22.5 crore has 
a seating capacity for 200 
persons, four check-in 
counters and two X-ray 
machines, an official 
said.

Mumbai, Sep. 3 (IANS): 
A slower rise in demand 
further eased the pace 
of India’s manufacturing 
sector output in August, as 
the economy continued 
to face headwinds, key 
economic data showed on 
Monday.

According to the 
Nikkei India Manufactur-
ing Purchasing Managers’ 
Index (PMI), the compos-
ite indicator of manufac-
turing performance de-
clined to a three-month 
low of 51.7, from 52.3 in 
July and 53.1 in June.

An index reading of 
above 50 indicates an 
overall increase in eco-
nomic activity, or growth, 
and below 50 an overall 
decrease.

Commenting on the 
Indian manufacturing 
PMI survey data, Aashna 
Dodhia, Economist at IHS 
Markit and author of the 
report, said: “Indian man-
ufacturers retained posi-
tive projections for output 
over the next 12 months, 
but the level of sentiment 
eased in August. 

“Indeed, some of the 
key headwinds facing the 
economy include high 
global oil prices, mon-
etary policy tightening 
and capital outflows from 
emerging markets.”

Although sub-indices 
tracking output and to-
tal orders touched three-
month lows last month, 

foreign demand rose at 
the quickest pace since 
February despite global 
trade tensions.

“PMI data suggested 
that external demand for 
Indian goods was also 
robust, with new export 
orders rising at the fastest 
pace since February,” Do-
dhia said.

“Following rises in 
domestic interest rates, 
manufacturing compa-
nies gained some breath-
ing space as input cost in-
flation moderated to the 
weakest since May and 
further from June’s multi-
year peak.

“That said, the rupee 
depreciation against the 
US dollar continued to 
place strong upward pres-
sures on input prices,” she 
added.

The Indian rupee re-
versed all the gains made 
earlier on Monday to close 
at an all-time low of 71.21 
per dollar, tracking a weak 
trend among its global 
peers amid concerns of a 
wider trade deficit for the 
country. 

An upswing in manu-
facturing activity and 
revival of private in-
vestment, supported by 
strong consumer de-
mand, accelerated In-
dia’s GDP growth rate in 
the first quarter (April-
June) to 8.2 per cent, of-
ficial data showed last 
week.

RBI employees withdraw two-day strike
Banks with over 10 branches to have internal ombudsman — RBI

Mumbai, Sep. 3 (IANS): The Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) employee unions 
on Monday deferred their two-day 
mass casual leave planned for Septem-
ber 4-5 after the bank management 
sought “some time” to consider their 
demands.

“As responsible and reasonable 
trade unions, we decided to respond 
to the Governor’s and the Deputy Gov-
ernor’s appeal for giving them ‘some 
time’ to resolve the issues,” the United 
Forum of Reserve Bank Officers and 
Employees said in a statement.

“We decided for a short deferment 
of our mass casual leave programme 
up to first week of January 2019, be-
yond which, if issues linger further, 
we will go for a flash strike, which we 
have unequivocally communicated to 
Deputy Governor Viral Acharya,” the 
statement added.

The forum had called the two-day 
mass casual leave to press for demands 
related to pension updation for about 
21,000 retirees of RBI and another 
chance to switch from Contributory 
Provident Fund (CPF) to pension for 
2,600-odd CPF holders.

The logjam ended after senior offi-
cials of the central bank led by Acharya 
held a series of meetings with the un-
ion leaders over the last three working 
days and informed the unions about a 
letter from the Finance Ministry.

The Ministry, in its August 31 let-
ter, has asked the bank to urgently give 
in writing its concrete proposals for 
changes in RBI Pension Regulations. 
Acharya told the unions that RBI will 
be communicating to the Ministry very 
soon, the statement added.

“To our query he (Acharya) as-
sured that the issue of one more op-
tion will be taken care of suitably. 
Deputy Governor says our demand 
for CPF for post-2012 recruits is an 
internal issue of the bank, which will 
be considered. 

“Government’s letter is definitely 
a departure from the past when, vide 
their letter of February 24, 2018 in re-
sponse to our Governor’s letter of Oc-
tober 9, 2017, they negated both the 
demands of pension updation and op-
tion on grounds of ‘expenses’ and ‘con-
tagion’ effect,” the forum’s statement 
said.

Mumbai, Sep. 3 (PTI): The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Monday asked all scheduled commercial banks with 
more than 10 branches to appoint an internal ombuds-
man (IO).

The apex bank has, however, excluded regional rural 
banks (RRBs) from appointing IOs.

The internal ombudsman scheme was introduced 
by the RBI to strengthen the internal grievance of banks 
and to ensure that the complaints of the customers are 
redressed.

In order to further enhance the independence of the 
IO and also to strengthen the monitoring system over 
functioning of the IO mechanism, the central bank said 
it has reviewed the arrangement in the form of ‘Internal 
Ombudsman Scheme, 2018’.

“The IO shall examine customer complaints which 
are in the nature of deficiency in service on the part of the 
bank, that are partly or wholly rejected by the bank,” RBI 
said in a release. The scheme covers, appointment/ten-
ure, roles and responsibilities, procedural guidelines and 
oversight mechanism for the IO.

The central bank further said as the banks shall inter-
nally escalate all complaints, which are not fully redressed 
to their respective IOs before conveying the final decision 
to the complainant, the customers need not approach 
the IO directly. The implementation of IO Scheme, 2018 
will be monitored by the bank’s internal audit mechanism 
apart from regulatory oversight by the apex bank.

In May 2015, the RBI had advised all public sector and 
select private and foreign banks to appoint IO as an in-
dependent authority to review complaints that were par-
tially or wholly rejected by the respective banks.

BUSINESS

Miss Kohima 2017 Ruopfuzhano Whiso, left, and District Transport Officer Lovikali Yepthomi, at the 
unveiling of the Mahindra Marazzo at the Apex Motor Enterprise in Dimapur on Sep. 3.

Petrol, diesel prices at highest-ever 
level as rupee falls dramatically
New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
Petrol and diesel prices in 
the country touched their 
highest levels Monday 
mainly due to dramatic 
fall in rupee and a sharp 
rise in crude oil rates.  

Petrol price in Del-
hi rose to a record INR 
79.15 a litre and diesel 
climbed to a fresh high of 
INR 71.15, according to 
price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

This follows ?a 31 
paise/litre hike in prices 
on Monday. Rates have 
breached the previous 
high of INR 78.43 a litre hit 
on May 28. On that day, 
the rate in Mumbai was 
INR 86.24 per litre.

A litre of petrol in 
Mumbai costs INR ?86.56 
on Monday.

Prices in Delhi are the 
cheapest in all metros and 
most state capitals due to 
lower sales tax or VAT.

Diesel rates on Mon-
day were hiked by 39 paise 
a litre, the steepest in-
crease since the daily re-
vision in prices was intro-
duced in mid-june 2017.

Diesel now costs INR 
?75.54 per litre in Mum-
bai.

Since August 16, petrol 
prices have risen by over 
INR 2 per litre. Diesel pric-
es on the other hand have 
risen by INR 2.42 a litre 
during this period.

Diesel rates had hit 
INR 69.31 a litre on May 
28, but this record was 
breached on August 27 
and on Monday they hit a 
fresh high.

Fuel prices vary from 
state to state due to local 
levies.

Officials said the spike 
in rates is on account of 
exchange rate falling to a 
record INR 71 to a dollar, 
depreciating by INR 2.5 in 
a month.

Also, crude oil has 
gained USD 7 a barrel in 
a fortnight, driven by fears 
that the US sanctions on 
Iran will likely contract 
supplies.

The appreciation of 
dollar against rupee has 
also pushed up rates for 
compressed natural gas 
(CNG) as well as piped nat-
ural gas (PNG) since the 
price of gas procured by 
city distributors is mostly 
dollar-denominated.

Indraprastha Gas Ltd, 
which retails gas in the 

national capital, on Sun-
day raised the prices of 
CNG by 63 paise per kg 
and by INR 1.11 per stand-
ard cubic meter for piped 
natural gas supplied to 
households for cooking 

purposes. 
CNG now costs INR. 

42.60 per kg in Delhi and 
INR 49.30 per kg in Noida, 
Greater Noida and Ghaz-
iabad. The consumer 
price of PNG to the house-

holds in Delhi has been 
increased to INR 28.25 per 
scm, while same in Noida, 
Greater Noida and Ghaz-
iabad would be INR 30.10 
per scm, which has been 
increased by Rs 1.26 per 

Snazzy
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We Are Better Than This 

The recent opposition and protest from Christian 
organisations and some tribe organisations against 
the immersion of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s ashes has 

sent a wrong message to the people outside the state. It 
is without an iota of doubt that the Bharatiya Janata Party 
at the Centre tried to use the demise of one of the tallest 
leaders of India for vote bank politics. The Nagaland state 
unit of the party added more fuel to the fire by provoking 
the sentiments of the Christian-majority state. The party’s 
state president, who is a Christian, paying respects to the 
departed soul was seen as if he were indulging in Hindu 
rituals. It was also probably steered by a hidden hand as 
photographs purportedly showing acts of Hindu rituals 
was circulated in social media. It was also circulated that 
the BJP president himself would be leading the ritual. 

As the news went viral, hell broke loose. The Christian 
clergy reacted as if the end of days had come when one of 
its professed disciples was to perform a ritual of another 
religion, and bring about the ultimate shaming of Chris-
tianity for the world to see. A church organisation threat-
ened that if any of its members attended the ash-immer-
sion event, they would be doing so “at their own risk.” It is 
also a wonder why some of the tribe organisations joined 
the opposition too, and barred the ashes of the late prime 
minister from being immersed in their jurisdiction. 

So AB Vajpayee, the former prime minister of India 
was a hero for the Nagas when he announced the 300 cr. 
bailout for Nagaland. He was the prime minister who ac-
cepted the unique history of the Nagas. He was the one 
who allocated the four-lane highway from Dimapur to 
Kohima after experiencing an arduous journey by road 
to Kohima. It was also during his time that Nagaland was 
allowed to have mobile phone service, which he inaugu-
rated during his visit to the state then. Till then, he was a 
hero for the Nagas. But after he died, we could not even 
respect the religion he adhered to and opposed immer-
sion of his ashes in our rivers. For a Hindu, it is their belief 
that the immersion of the ashes in a solemn way without 
disturbance is auspicious. It is the reason why the ashes 
were finally immersed in the state in a secret location. 
The Naga people should have looked beyond just the BJP 
and its vote bank politics. 

Either the Nagas are still ill-informed or are still quite 
wild in some ways. Mizoram took the mature approach: 
The ash-immersion was performed without any unto-
ward incident the day it arrived in the state, with Chris-
tian prayers. In most of the towns of Nagaland, there are 
designated crematoriums. If Hindu persons in Nagaland 
die, they are cremated, unless it was the last wish of the 
departed soul, or their relatives, to immerse the ashes ei-
ther in the Ganges or any other river outside Nagaland. 
So, the ashes are usually immersed in rivers within Na-
galand. The Nagas not only allowed ash immersion all 
these years but also immersion of idols in their rivers. If 
Hindus can allow Christians in remote areas to perform 
Baptisms in the ponds and rivers, why cannot Christians 
allow ash immersions? Why the double standard? The 
answer is simple: Yes, the opposition was more towards 
the BJP’s religious agenda whether perceived or real, and 
nothing against AB Vajpayee. Consequently, while pro-
testing the intolerance currently existing in the country 
especially after the BJP came to power, the Nagas ended 
up displaying for the world to see an image as if the Na-
gas were more intolerant. These actions demeaned AB 
Vajpayee although all the organisations clarified that it 
was not the intention. 

As for the BJP’s Nagaland unit, it would have augured 
well if the president, who is also a Cabinet minister, had 
decided on completing the ritual as early as possible. The 
BJP’s state unit scheduled the ash immersion event for 
August 27, although the urn with the ashes had arrived 
in the state on August 23 and a prayer programme was 
held by members of the state’s unit on the same day. The 
four-day wait was just plain courting controversy. Such 
an event could have been handled better and all the un-
wanted controversies curbed. The president could have 
met with church leaders and cleared their doubts too. 
Consequently, the president may have ended as a hero to 
his party’s central command, but in turn demeaned the 
image of the very people he represented.  

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

L
ate Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the 
first Prime Minister to have won 
the hearts of the Nagas. He was  
the first PM who recognised the 
‘unique history of the Nagas’ 

and provided a developmental package 
for the State. But one does not know if 
his soul would appreciate the recent im-
broglio that took place in Nagaland over 
the immersion of his ashes in the State 
rivers. Following the directives of the BJP 
party at the centre, the State BJP Presi-
dent Imna Along brought the ashes of 
Late. Atal Bihari Vajpayee in order to pay 
our last respects to the beloved leader by 
immersing his ashes in the State. On this, 
the church leaders ,tribal organisations 
and opposition parties stood in unison to 

oppose the act for  reasons such as Naga-
land being a Christian state and that such 
practices are alien to Naga culture and 
traditions. But the bigger question here 
is, does Christianity teach disrespect and 
intolerance to other religions? How are we 
justifying being a Christian when we form 
prejudiced opinions ourselves without 
understanding the intentions behind 
a person’s actions? It was clearly men-
tioned that the rituals were performed by 
a priest, and others were present to give 
their respects to the national icon. 

The vehement opposition against 
the immersion of ashes in the State only 
shows the bigotry of the Nagas to the out-
siders. What if tomorrow a State like Uttar 
Pradesh oppose Christian graveyards to 

be built in their land claiming that it is a 
Hindu majority State? 

We have people from all religions liv-
ing in Nagaland and hence we are not al-
ien to seeing Hindus immersing ashes in 
the rivers here. One cannot overlook the 
fact that Mizoram being a Christian dom-
inated State carried out the immersion of 
the ashes peacefully. And that speaks a lot 
about the mindset of the people. Being a 
Christian State, we should set examples to 
the people of other faith. 

I cannot comment on if it was a politi-
cal stunt by the BJP and Imna Along but 
besides all of that, one cannot question 
the beliefs and integrity of a person just 
by looking at a picture of him giving his 
respects to Vajpayee’s ashes. There is a 

thin line of difference between worship-
ping and respecting something, which 
one should be able to differentiate before 
forming biased opinions. 

The church plays an important role 
in shaping the thoughts and beliefs of 
the Naga society. However, when a per-
son in the higher rank goes on to give 
a discriminatory comment such as on 
the body size of an individual, it is highly 
unacceptable.

We take pride in calling the State as 
“Nagaland for Christ,” and hence we 
should cohesively follow the teachings 
of Christ and not forget our purpose on 
this earth.

Kaka Humtsoe

“J
ust remember, what you are 
seeing and what you are read-
ing is not what’s happening,” 
Donald Trump, the president 
of the United States, once 

said at a rally. There is no doubt that we 
have entered a new age of bewilderment 
in which it is harder than ever before to 
decide where the truth lies.

Before the explosion of social media, 
the world seemed an altogether simpler 
place, with information reaching us via 
a relatively small number of seemingly 
trustworthy sources. The rise of social 
media has generated a cacophony of con-
tradictory information, mixed in with fake 
news on an industrial scale. Despite this, 
many people actually consider social me-
dia to be more credible and honest than 
mainstream media.

The social media revolution has also 
moved many personal relationships on-
line. Just like we used to get our favourite 
news from a few known sources, we also 
used to turn to a few friends to ask for 
advice about difficult decisions. Today we 
often gather advice via Facebook posts 
or WhatsApp groups – something that 
can leave us with a large number of con-
tradictory opinions. It is no wonder that 
we are struggling to make our minds up 
about what to think these days. But our 
new research, published in the Journal of 
Experimental Psychology: General, may 
offer some guidance.

Our study is based on a subtle psycho-
logical mechanism called the “confidence 

heuristic” that can prod us in the right 
direction. A heuristic is a rough-and-ready 
rule of thumb for making a decision, and 
the confidence heuristic focuses on the 
confidence with which people express 
statements.

It is based on a mathematical proof 
from game theory showing that, if we all 
express statements with confidence pro-
portional to how sure we are, and if we are 
swayed by others’ statements according to 
how confidently they are expressed, then 
we will end up believing the right answers. 
Put simply, if people are confident when 
they think they are right, and if their con-
fidence makes them persuasive, then this 
may help us to identify what is true.

Laboratory experiments
We recently tested this theory using 
laboratory experiments. First, 28 pairs of 
participants tried to identify a perpetrator 
from a police photo lineup. In each pair, 
one participant had an “e-fit ”– a compu-
ter-generated image of a person – closely 
resembling a photo of one of nine sus-
pects, while the other had an e-fit that did 
not resemble any of the suspects closely. 
Participants knew that they had the same 
photos of the suspects, but different e-fit. 
They conferred face-to-face but could not 
see each other’s e-fit.

The results showed that the pair mem-
bers with good e-fits were much more 
confident of their judgements and also 
that they persuaded their partners to 
agree with them. In most pairs, both par-

ticipants agreed on the right suspect. This 
corroborates the confidence heuristic, be-
cause it shows that confidence does signal 
accuracy and does encourage people to 
believe what is said.

Of course, people vary greatly in gen-
eral self-confidence and in how forcefully 
they express themselves. You might have 
expected this to undermine the confi-
dence heuristic, but no: the heuristic is 
powerful enough to override these differ-
ences easily.

We replicated the finding in experi-
ments with 80 additional participant pairs 
using geometric shapes rather than faces 
– the task being to identify which shape 
was closest in size to a target shape. In 
one experiment, half the pairs interacted 
face-to-face and the rest communicated 
electronically through instant messaging 
(texting without a character limit).

We did not expect the mechanism to 
work through instant messaging, because 
nonverbal signals that convey confidence, 
– such as eye contact, tone of voice, ges-
tures and facial expression – are missing 
from text messages. To our great surprise, it 
worked equally well through instant mes-
saging and face-to-face communication.

So, knowledgeable people tend to be 
confident and therefore persuasive, but 
how do they communicate their confi-
dence if not through nonverbal signals? 
Previous research has shown that we use 
verbal statements such as “I’m not sure”, 
“it’s kind of …” or “I’m absolutely certain”. 
Indeed, similar expressions were used in 
our experiments.

But we also found a much simpler and 
more direct type of signal, in both face-to-
face and instant messaging, that had a re-

markably powerful effect: the pair member 
with the stronger evidence was very often 
the first to speak and especially the first to 
suggest an answer. This shows that getting 
in first is an important signal of confidence.

Beware of context
The confidence heuristic works, but that 
obviously does not imply that we should 
always believe confident people who speak 
first. Some people are overconfident while 
others may be socially inhibited.

It is also important to consider the con-
text of the decision. Our experiments used 
“common interest” problems, in which de-
cision makers were incentivised to coordi-
nate their responses to reach a shared goal, 
such as identifying a criminal. In other con-
texts, people’s interests sometimes diverge. 

For example, a used car salesman may 
be much more knowledgeable than a cus-
tomer about a particular car for sale, and 
may state with great confidence that the 
asking price is a bargain. But the customer 
may be ill-advised to believe it, because the 
salesman has a different agenda.

Equally, many politicians may be moti-
vated to win over voters with overconfident 
behaviour. Sure enough – Trump, who has 
recurrently been accused of being involved 
in influencing the 2016 US presidential 
elections, has a strong incentive to appear 
confident when stating that the media are 
biased against him and have fudged in-
criminatory evidence.

Clearly, Trump’s confident statements 
don’t necessarily mean he’s always right. 
Confidence can tell us what people believe 
to be true or what they want us to believe is 
true – it does not necessarily always tell us 
what is actually true.

I
n a novel method, research-
ers have used Artificial intel-
ligence (AI) technology that 
scanned through Google 
Maps images to estimate 

obesity on Earth -- even without 
actually spotting obese people.

The team lead by research-
ers from University of Wash-
ington, Seattle, downloaded 
nearly 150,000 high-resolution 
Google Map satellite images of 
select neighbourhoods in four 
cities - Los Angeles (California); 
Memphis (Tennessee); San Anto-
nio (Texas) and Seattle (Washing-
ton State).

Data on adult obesity preva-
lence were obtained from the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
and Prevention’s “500 Cities” 
project, said the study appeared in 
the journal JAMA Network Open 
on Sunday.

The team then fed these im-
ages into a convolutional deep 
learning neural network - aka AI -- 
that extracted features of the built 
environment - the distribution of 
buildings and green area.

“The extraction of built en-
vironment showed that physical 

characteristics of a neighbour-
hood (presence of parks, high-
ways, green streets, crosswalks, 
diverse housing types) can be 
associated with variations in obes-

ity prevalence across different 
neighbourhoods,” the researchers 
wrote.

Obesity has been linked to fac-
tors such as genetics, diet, physi-

cal activity and the environment.
However, evidence indicating 

associations between the built en-
vironment and obesity has varied 
across studies and geographical 

contexts.
The study illustrates that con-

volutional neural networks can be 
used to automate the extraction of 
features of the built environment 
from satellite images for studying 
health indicators.

“Understanding the associa-
tion between specific features of 
the built environment and obesity 
prevalence can lead to structural 
changes that could encourage 
physical activity and decreases 
in obesity prevalence,” said the 
researchers.

Behavioural traits that encour-
age unhealthy food choices and a 
sedentary lifestyle have been as-
sociated with features in the social 
and built environment.

The built environment can 
influence health through the 
availability of resources, such as 
housing, activity and recreational 
spaces, and measures of commu-
nity design, the findings showed.

According to the researchers, 
assessing an area’s obesity rates 
may help city planners develop 
more green areas to help people 
remain more physically active.

Source : IANS

Call For a Different Perspective!

Confused About Who to Believe When 
Information Clashes? Our Research May Help

Artificial Intelligence From Space Can Help Spot Obesity on Earth

Eva M Krockow, Andrew M Colman, Briony Pulford 

The  Conversation

The greatness of God is evident in His awesome 
vastness and intimate nearness.

I
n 2011, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
celebrated thirty years of space research. In those three dec-
ades, shuttles carried more than 355 people into space and 
helped construct the International Space Station. After retir-
ing five shuttles, NASA has now shifted its focus to deep-

space exploration.
The human race has invested massive amounts of time and 

money, with some astronauts even sacrificing their lives, to study 
the immensity of the universe. Yet the evidence of God’s majesty 
stretches far beyond what we can measure.

When we consider the Sculptor and Sustainer of the universe 
who knows each star by name (Isaiah 40:26), we can understand 
why the psalmist David praises His greatness (Psalm 8:1). The 
Lord’s fingerprints are on “the moon and the stars, which [He] 
set in place” (v. 3). The Maker of the heavens and the earth reigns 
above all, yet He remains near all His beloved children, caring for 
each intimately and personally (v. 4). In love, God gives us great 
power, responsibility, and the privilege to care for and explore the 
world He’s entrusted to us (vv. 5–8).

As we study our star-spattered night skies, our Creator in-
vites us to seek Him with passion and persistence. He hears every 
prayer and song of praise flowing from our lips.

Loving Creator of the universe, thank You for being 
mindful of us.

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 8:1–9
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

You have set your glory in the heavens.Psalm 8:1

Information and relationships are increasingly online, which can make it hard to know who to trust. 

Beyond the Stars
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It’s a myth compounds plants produce to stop them being eaten are harmful to us.
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Duane Mellor, Nenad Naumovski  
The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  Upsets in the home or 
neighborhood could lead to a sudden decision to 
move, causing a great deal of activity. You might not 
yet be sure where you’re going. Organization and dis-

cipline are vital at times like this, Aries. It might be helpful to make 
lists and cross off each task as you finish it. Don’t panic. This 
could turn out to be the best thing that ever happened to you.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You could get upset-
ting news regarding your job, Taurus. There could be 
a shakeup in the hierarchy or someone in a position 
of authority could abruptly leave. You and your co-
workers could have some momentary fears about job 

security, but the they’re probably unwarranted. Your security will 
survive these events, and you’ll probably be better off than you 
were before.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Expect to fall in love at 
first sight today, Gemini. Someone new will come 
on the scene and you’ll feel an instant attraction. 
Whether it turns into anything lasting or not isn’t 

certain, but whatever happens, you’ll remember this person for 
a long time! You may also have a sudden interest in new forms 
of artistic expression and want to start learning videography or 
computer graphics.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The wonders of tech-
nology may come to your home today, Cancer. You 
might purchase some new equipment like a com-
puter or phone, or decide to go for a state-of-the-art 
home entertainment center. Whichever it is, expect 
a lot of activity in and around your home as friends 

come to see your new toys and family members learn how to use 
them. It will be exciting for everyone!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Valuable and interesting 
information could come your way through mod-
ern technology. You might discover new informa-
tion online that awakens an exciting new interest 
in you, perhaps related to the sciences, occult, or 
metaphysics. You could even discover a talent for 
astrology. Group activities may also be appealing 

now, particularly those regarding humanitarian pursuits.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  Finances could take 
on a new dimension as you look to technology to 
help you increase your bank balance. You could 
decide to invest online or try some new means of 
recordkeeping. Whatever you try will bode well for 
your financial future. Expect a lucky break or two 

as well.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Bizarre, unexpected de-
velopments might turn your life upside down today, 
Libra. Money could be involved. New people could 

arrive who open doors that eventually lead to a new life. You 
could even fall in love at first sight. It isn’t easy to make predic-
tions for a strange day like this. Rest assured that when you 
go to bed you won’t be the same person you were when you 
woke up.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Today you might be 
fascinated with movies, music, and video. You could 
discover a new interest in filmmaking, sound engi-
neering, or videography that you want to pursue. You 

might decide to read about these fields and apply what you 
learn to the movies you see and the music you hear. If you’re 
serious about learning these skills, this is the time to go for it. 
You’ll enjoy it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You could have 
a strong urge to seek adventure, Sagittarius. You 
might want to take a spontaneous trip to an exotic 

place, meet new people in exciting fields, or try new pastimes, 
perhaps as outrageous as skydiving. Go for it if you want, but 
this urge could indicate boredom in some part of your life. What 
can you change about your lifestyle to avoid future stagnation?

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): An unexpected 
career break could come your way, Capricorn. It 
should be exciting and encouraging - and a little 
scary! Don’t let apprehension get to you. You won’t 
want to let this opportunity pass you by. Your good 

fortune could arouse envy in some of your co-workers, but don’t 
let this bother you either. Simply do what you need to do to get 
the ball rolling and then go ahead with it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A trip by air may be in 
the offing, Aquarius. You may be planning to tour dis-
tant states or foreign lands. You could be going with 
friends or a group you’re associated with. Unusual 

new interests could capture your attention, enticing you to further 
study. You might enroll in a workshop. You’re looking toward ex-
panding your horizons. Take care not to spread yourself too thin.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Unusual experiences 
may give rise to a new interest in the sciences or 
occult practices like magic or alchemy. This is an 
excellent time to start perusing such subjects, Pi-

sces, or embark on a formal study of astrology. A lucky mon-
ey break could come your way today. It might be a gift or a 
repaid loan. Your inclination might be to go out and spend it 
all. Take care!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

A
gainst the backdrop of severe 
and record heatwaves, bushfires, 
droughts and floods across the 
world, governments are convening a 
supplementary six-day meeting here 

from Tuesday to prepare the implementation 
guidelines of the Paris Climate Change Agree-
ment.

The guidelines are needed to make the 2015 
Paris Agreement work fairly and transparently 
for all. Following a two-year negotiation proc-
ess, the implementation guidelines are set to 
be adopted at the annual climate conference, 
COP24, to be held in Katowice, Poland in De-
cember.

While the talks have made modest progress, 
the Bangkok meeting is the last opportunity 
before COP24 to accelerate negotiations.

“Building on progress made, countries now 
need to take a decisive step forward in prepar-
ing the ambitious and balanced outcome that 
we need in Katowice,” Patricia Espinosa, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
told reporters here.

Achieving success at COP24 will be chal-
lenging without the preparation of an official 
negotiating text on the implementation guide-
lines.

“It will be critical for negotiators in Bangkok 
to produce solid text-based output that can 
function as the basis for the concluding nego-
tiations in Katowice and be turned into the final 
implementation guidelines of the Paris Agree-
ment at COP24.

“The texts capturing progress to date 
are not yet refined enough for this purpose,” 
Espinosa said. “With only six additional days 
for negotiations in Bangkok, the UN Climate 

Change is carefully coordinating demands to 
fully support countries in their important task,” 
she added.

Highly technical in nature, the implementa-
tion guidelines are needed to monitor progress 
on climate action.

Such action includes measures to deal with 
climate impacts such as droughts or floods and 
urgent support to enable developing countries 
to contribute to climate action.

They are also essential for determining 
whether emissions are being reduced at an 
ambitious rate to achieve the Paris Agreement’s 
goal of limiting the global temperature increase 
to well below 2 degrees Celsius, and as close to 
1.5 degrees as possible this century.

Importantly, the guidelines are also needed 
to make the agreement’s institutions fully op-
erational beyond COP24.

“Every year, the impacts of climate change 
are getting worse. This means that every year, 
the poorest and most vulnerable, who have 
contributed almost nothing to the problem, 
suffer more,” Espinosa said.

Chair of the Least Developed Countries 
(LDC) Group Gebru Jember Endalew said: 
“This additional Bangkok session will be critical 
to the delivery of a robust, balanced and com-
prehensive set of implementation guidelines 
for the Paris Agreement at COP24.’

“Negotiators have one week in Bangkok 
before Katowice; time to develop these rules is 
running out and there remains a lot of work to 
be done. A last-minute rush in Katowice must 
be avoided so that the voices of poor and vul-
nerable countries are fully heard.”

The LDC Group looks forward to work-
ing with other countries to develop a strong 
package of guidelines to implement the Paris 

Agreement.
The 2018 Climate Weeks in Africa, Asia and 

Latin America, the Global Climate Action Sum-
mit in San Francisco in mid-September and 
Climate Week in New York towards the end of 
September, to name a few, are all events that 

rally both governments and non-Party stake-
holders around climate change.

“These events clearly demonstrate global 
momentum. They show that the world is ready 
to implement the Paris Agreement in the way 
world leaders envisaged in Paris in 2015,” Es-

pinosa added.
With 197 Parties, the UNFCCC has near 

universal membership and is the parent treaty 
of the 2015 Paris Climate Change Agreement.

Source : IANS

I
f you get your health news from blogs such as Goop 
and Dr Oz, you might be led to believe a certain group 
of vegetables called “nightshade vegetables” are bad 
for you.

The theory goes that members of the plant fam-
ily Solanaceae, which includes tomatoes, capsicums, chilli 
peppers, eggplant and potatoes, contain toxins designed to 
stop us from eating them, which are damaging to our health.

This idea comes from the fact that poisonous berries 
called “nightshade” are also in the solanaceae family. But 
that doesn’t mean all plants in this family are toxic, and the 
nutrient-rich solanaceae vegetables are the building blocks 
of some of the most healthy dietary patterns on the planet 
(such as the Mediterranean diet).

The “toxins” in these vegetables that some have claimed 
to be the problem are compounds called lectins. Lectins are 
proteins, the stuff that meat is made up of, or enzymes that 
exist in many foods and our bodies. They’re slightly different 
to the proteins in meat and muscle as they have sugars at-
tached to them meaning they can bind cells together.

It’s thought by those who believe lectins are harmful, that 
they stick the cells in our body together, causing potential 
damage and pain, such as arthritis. However, the simple act 
of cooking helps to break down these lectins and the minute 

World Gathers to Prepare Paris 
Climate Pact Implementation 

Health Check: What Are Nightshade Vegetables and Are They Bad for You?

risk of any negative action can be easily deactivated.
The other key point is levels in foods vary, while some 

foods contain them in high quantities (such as kidney beans, 
which should be eaten cooked), quantities are very low in 
food we would eat raw such as tomatoes and capsicums.

But aren’t these chemicals designed to stop us eating them?
It’s sometimes thought the reason plants make lectins is to 
stop them being eaten, and that because of this they must 
cause us harm. One claim is that they cause inflammation, 
worsening arthritis. But in our recent review of the research 
there was little evidence for this.

The evidence that exists on arthritis and other forms of 
disease related to inflammation (including heart disease) 
supports the role of the Mediterranean-type diet. This is 
based on vegetables, including those from the solanaceae 
family.

It’s also a myth that compounds plants produce to stop 
them being eaten are harmful to us. Increasingly there’s 
evidence many of these compounds can have beneficial 
effects. Polyphenols, which are bitter chemicals found in a 
range of fruit and vegetables to stop them being eaten have 
been shown to reduce the risk of heart disease and stroke, 
and maybe even dementia.

Although there are no apparent benefits of lectins, and 
some theoretical potential of harms (cells sticking together 
in a test tube, or vomiting after eating raw kidney beans) 
these naturally occurring chemicals can be easily broken 
down by cooking. So, on the plate, lectins are not an issue. 
And the so-called “nightshade vegetables” have numerous 
other reasons why they’re benefical for heath, from vitamins 
and minerals through to fibre and polyphenols. The key is 
to eat as wide a variety of fruit and vegetables as possible to 
maximise these health improving factors.

What’s in a name?
The favourite of health bloggers and “superfood” propo-
nents is the goji berry. But surprise, this too belongs to the 
nightshade family.

Goji berries have been claimed to treat dry skin, promote 
longevity and even improve sexual desire. Some of these 
claims might be related to its historical use as a traditional 
Chinese treatment. It does contain vitamins A and C, so it’s 
not devoid of any nutritional value. But any claims of health 
benefits above and beyond any other kind of berry are cur-
rently unproven.

So the message here? Don’t worry too much about which 
fruits or vegetables famous bloggers or TV doctors tell you 
to eat or not to eat. Enjoy them all, be sure to get your “two 
and five” serves, and store and wash them properly before 
you tuck in.
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BJP looking at alliance route to 
boost its prospects in south India

Gujarat: 11 injured, 40 detained 
after clash between two groups

Cong. alleges scam in coal import, accuses govt. of protecting industrialists

Editors Guild condemns jailing 
of journalists in Myanmar

Election Commission notice 
for BJP ad praising party 

NPAs, not demonetisation, caused 
slowdown – Niti Aayog vice chairman 

Modi to felicitate national 
award-winning teachers

Congress urges Kerala 
govt. to drop plan to 
seek aid abroad

Rajkot, Sep. 3 (PTI): Elev-
en people were injured 
in a clash between two 
groups Monday afternoon 
in Ramnathpura locality 
of Rajkot in Gujarat, police 
said.

Forty people have 
been detained in connec-
tion with the clash which 
is believed to the fallout 

of an old dispute between 
the two groups, assistant 
commissioner of police 
Bharat Rathod said.

“They attacked each 
other with stones and 
sticks leaving 11 persons, 
including a policeman, 
with minor injuries. It be-
gan with a fight between 
two women,” the official 

said.
He said that the area 

was crowded due to Jan-
mashtami and a large pos-
se of police was rushed 
there to restore normalcy.

“We rounded up forty 
people in connection with 
the incident. The situation 
is under control now,” 
Rathod added.

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
The Congress on Monday 
accused the central gov-
ernment of shielding its 
“favourite” industrialists in 
an alleged scam in import 
of coal worth Rs 29,000 
crore and demanded a 
“fair and impartial” probe 
by SIT in a time-bound 
manner.

Senior party leader 
Jairam Ramesh also took 
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, asking why he 
did not take up the matter 
with his counterpart in 
Singapore where the coal 
import transactions took 
place.

Ramesh said Modi has 
met the Singapore PM 
three times in as many 
years after the probe be-
gan. He also accused Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jait-

ley of being silent on the 
issue, while remaining 
vocal on others.

“In October 2014, Di-
rectorate of Revenue In-
telligence (DRI) revealed 
about a scam on coal im-
port and a probe was initi-
ated on the over-invoicing 
of import of coal,” Ramesh 
claimed 

On March 31, 2016, the 
DRI said 40 companies 
are involved in this scam 
and it is worth Rs 29,000 
crore, the Congress leader 
alleged.

The DRI, he said, also 
issued letter rogatory to 
Singapore seeking its help 
to access documents lying 
with overseas branches of 
the SBI bank where coal 
import transactions took 
place.

But the probe has re-

mained stalled, he said, 
adding that showcause 
was issued against four 
out of the 40 companies 
by the DRI.

“It is clear that after 
four years, no result of the 
probe has come because 
favourite industrialists are 
involved in it. If you act 
against the industrialist, 
then the government will 
fall,” he told reporters here.

“The four companies 
are owned by favourite 
industrialists,” Ramesh 
alleged, and named a few 
business houses who were 
allegedly issues notice by 
DRI.

“A Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) should 
investigate the scam as 
has been demanded in 
September 2017 in a PIL 
filed by senior advocate 

Prashant Bhushan’s NGO 
in the Delhi High Court 
and it should be time-
bound.

“All obstacles coming 
in the way of DRI should 
also be removed and the 
government should hold 
discussions with Singa-
pore to make the docu-
ments available to DRI,” 
the Congress leader de-
manded.

Ramesh alleged that 
a business house had 
moved the Singapore High 
Court to stop sharing of 
documents available with 
SBI Singapore branch with 
the DRI, though the plea 
was quashed recently.

It has now moved the 
Bombay High Court to 
restrain the DRI probe, he 
claimed.

Ramesh said 70 per 

cent of the coal imports 
into the country happen 
through the companies of 
this business house.

He also displayed a let-
ter dated May 20, 2016 
where Revenue Secre-
tary Hashmukh Adia had 
requested the then SBI 
chairman Arundhati Bhat-
tacharya to share the doc-
uments with DRI.

However, Bhattachar-
ya refused to do so saying 
it was against Singapore 
law, Ramesh said express-
ing his dismay over her 
refusal.

Referring to an FIR 
filed by the CBI against 
some officers of NTPC and 
others in connection with 
the investigation, he asked 
as to why the “big players” 
involved in the “scam” are 
being spared.

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
The Editors Guild of India 
Monday condemned the 
jailing of two journalists 
of an international news 
agency in Myanmar and 
demanded their immedi-
ate release.

Two Reuters journal-
ists - Wa Lone, 32, and 
Kyaw Soe Oo, 28, - ac-

cused of breaching My-
anmar’s state secrets law 
while reporting on alleged 
killings of Rohingya Mus-
lims were jailed for seven 
years by a court in the 
country, fuelling interna-
tional outrage.

The Editors Guild, in a 
statement, said it was op-
posed to the use of provi-

sions under the Official 
Secrets Act in any country 
to “throttle the voice of 
the media”.

“The Guild believes 
that the arrest and impris-
onment of journalists are 
a big blow to democracy 
and demands their re-
lease from jail at the earli-
est,” the statement said.

Bhopal, Sep. 3 (PTI): The 
Election Commission has 
issued notice to the BJP 
over its social media ad-
vertisement showing a 
woman in a police uni-
form extolling the party’s 
achievements.

The Congress, which 
filed a complaint in this re-
gard, alleged that showing 
a person in police uniform 
praising the government 
was in violation of laid 
down rules.

“We have sent notice 
to the BJP seeking its reply 
on the complaint of the 
Congress regarding an 
advertisement,” Madhya 
Pradeshs Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) VL Kantha 

Rao told reporters.
Speaking on the elec-

toral rolls in the poll-
bound state, Rao said that 
the date for submitting 
objections on their second 
special revision had been 
extended to September 7 
from August 31.

He added that the pub-
lication of the final voters 
list would be done on Sep-
tember 27.

Rao also informed that 
11-12 Information Tech-
nology applications would 
be used to conduct the 
Assembly polls smoothly.

Besides MP, state polls 
are also due this year in 
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh 
and Mizoram.

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (IANS): 
NITI Aayog Vice Chair-
man Rajiv Kumar on Mon-
day said the slowdown in 
India’s GDP growth rate is 
not solely due to demon-
etisation but because of 
the exponential rise in 
the non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) which began 
way before the note-ban 
announcement.

He also dismissed 
reports of him blaming 
former RBI Governor Ra-
ghuram Rajan for the de-
clining growth rate begin-
ning FY 2016-17. 

“GDP growth peaked 
at 9.2 per cent in Janu-
ary to March 2016 but 
declined successively for 
six quarters. NPAs rose ex-
ponentially to Rs 10.5 lakh 
crore -- for loans given out 
during 2010-11 to 2013-14 
-- and commercial banks 
virtually stopped lending 
to industry. Medium and 
small industry was par-
ticularly hit,” Kumar said 
in a tweet.

Earlier, various me-
dia reports claimed that 

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will felicitate nation-
al award-winning teach-
ers on Tuesday, ahead of 
Teachers’ Day celebrated 
on September 5. 

V i c e  Pre s i d e n t  M 
Venkaiah Naidu will con-
fer National Awards for 
2017 on the teachers on 
September 5. 

The teachers were se-
lected under a revised 
guidelines aimed at se-
lecting those who had 
shown innovation in their 
work and had added value 
to the school and to their 
students, according to a 
government statement.

“The number of awar-
dees was brought down to 
just 45 as this was neces-
sary to restore the pres-
tige of the awards. Under 
the earlier scheme, the 
number of awardees had 
crossed 300,” the state-
ment said.

The nominated teach-
ers gave a presentation 
last month before an in-
dependent jury compris-

ing a senior educationist. 
This ensured that all of 
them were given an op-
portunity to place before 
the jury their contribu-
tion and the work done 
by them, the statement 
added.

In all, 6,692 applica-
tions were received from 
teachers from all over the 
country. Out of the ap-
plications received, every 
district selected three best 
teachers and forwarded 
these to the committee 
under the state secretary 
of education who made a 
short-list. 

A total of 152 nomina-
tions were finally received 
from all states, union ter-
ritories and organisations. 
The final selection was 
done by an independent 
jury, the statement said. 

Under the revised 
guidelines, all regular 
teachers will be eligible to 
apply and the minimum 
15 years of service had 
been done away with. The 
teachers got the chance to 
directly apply and nomi-
nate themselves for the 
award. Self-nominations 
from teachers were in-
vited online.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Sep. 3 (PTI): The Congress 
in Kerala Monday criti-
cised the CPI-M led LDF 
government’s decision to 
send its ministers abroad 
to mobilise resources 
from non-resident Ker-
alites for rebuilding the 
flood-ravaged state, liken-
ing it to begging.

Attacking the govern-
ment over its decision, 
Congress leader K V Tho-
mas said Monday, “the 
state government should 
not humiliate the people 
of Kerala by going abroad 
seeking aid with a begging 
bowl.”

Urging Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan to drop 
the plan, Thomas said, 
“Do not send ministers 
and officials with begging 
bowls to foreign coun-
tries.

This will dent the self 
respect and prestige of 
Keralites.”

“Do not humiliate In-
dians and Keralites who 
live abroad with dignity, 
he added.

He also put forward 
suggestions for rebuild-
ing the infrastructure de-
stroyed in the floods.

KPCC President M M 
Hassan said with minis-
ters and officials going on 
foreign tours, the reha-
bilitation in the flood-hit 
districts would be affected 
badly.

“It is better for minis-
ters to give up their tour 
plan,” he said.

Congress leader and 
former Chief Minister 
Oommen Chandy also 
wanted the state govern-
ment to put off the foreign 
tour plan and said instead 
the ministers should take 
charge of districts and 
coordinate the rehabilita-
tion efforts.

“It is not the time for 
foreign trips,” he added.

The state cabinet had 
last week decided to seek 
financial aid from abroad 
through non-resident 
Keralites and from major 
cities in the country.

It also decided to de-
pute a special team com-
prising a minister and 
officials to mobilise funds 
from abroad.

As many as 483 peo-
ple have lost lives in the 
state since the onset of the 
monsoon on May 28 and 
14 were still missing.

Rajiv Kumar (File photo)

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): The BJP 
is looking at the alliance route in 
southern India to augment the 
numbers of the ruling National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) dur-
ing the Lok Saha elections with 
its leaders saying that the party is 
keen to keep its options open in 
case it requires support from more 
parties to return to power in 2019. 

In states like Tamil Nadu, And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is 
working to ensure that it either 
goes to the polls in alliance with 
a strong regional party or keep its 
ties with them warm enough so 
that it can get their support if such 
a need arises. 

In the two remaining states of 

the south, the BJP has tradition-
ally done well in Karnataka while 
alliances led by the Congress and 
the CPI(M) are the main forces 
in Kerala where the saffron party 
has been struggling to make its 
electoral presence felt. 

With the BJP not a major force 
in any of these states except Karna-
taka, the party wants to maintain a 
degree of cordiality with regional 
parties in south India, a party 
leader said while giving the ex-
ample of Tamil Nadu where it has 
refrained from going all out against 
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

(DMK) despite maintaining 
warm ties with its Dravidian rival 
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (AIADMK). 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
visited an ailing DMK patriarch M 
Karunanidhi last year and had 
flown to Chennai last month fol-
lowing his death. 

BJP sources said they are 
well-placed in Telangana where 
the ruling Telangana Rashtriya 
Samithi (TRS) has indicated that 
it may join hands with the saffron 
party with its supremo and state 
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar 
Rao keeping the Congress in his 
line of fire. 

The BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Allaiance (NDA) had weak-
ened in Andhra Pradesh after N 
Chandrababu Naidu-led Telugu 
Desam Party walked out earlier 
this year but its managers believe 

that the YSR Congress, the main 
opposition in the state, will do 
well in the polls and may back it. 

Both the TDP and the YSR 
Congress are founded on strong 
anti-Congress sentiments and 
would not be very comfortable 
in an anti-BJP alliance where the 
Congress would be a lead player, 
they said. 

BJP president Amit Shah has 
been working to broaden his 
party’s base in southern states but 
it remains to be seen how much it 
may improve its tally. 

It had won 15 of 25 Lok Sabha 
seats in Karnataka, two of 20 in 
Andhra Pradesh, one of 17 in Te-
langana, one of 39 in Tamil Nadu 
and none of 20 in Kerala in 2014.

Pomp, colour, ‘dahi handi’ and devotion: Country celebrates Krishna’s birth
New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
The birth of Lord Krishna 
was rung in with religious 
fervour and gaiety across 
the country on Monday as 
devotees thronged tem-
ples, while in Maharashtra 
‘dahi handi’ celebrations 
on the occasion saw en-
thusiastic participation by 
youngsters.

In Mathura, which 
according to mythology, 
is the birthplace of Lord 
Krishna, lakhs of pilgrims 
paid obeisance at major 
temples amid tight secu-
rity.

According to the sec-
retary of Sri Krishna Jan-
masthan, Kapil Sharma, 
nearly 20 lakh pilgrims 
paid obeisance at tem-
ples in Mathura, Vrinda-
ban, Barsana, Govardhan, 
Nandgaon, Baldeo, Ma-
haban and Gokul.

Vrindaban was the 
centre of attraction for pil-
grims in the noon, where 
the festival was celebrated 
in three major temples 
-- Radha Raman temple, 
Radha Damodar temple 
and Shah Ji temple.

In Maharashtra, ‘dahi 
handi’ ritual is part of Jan-
mashtami festival, where 
youngsters (called Govin-
das), dressed in colourful 
attire, make human pyra-
mid to reach an earthen 
pot containing buttermilk 

People form a human pyramid and break ‘Dahi Handi’ to celebrate Janmashtami festival, in Mumbai on 
Monday, Sep. 3.

PTI

suspended mid-air, and 
try to break it.

Re l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u -

tions, political leaders 
and Govinda mandals 
took part in the ‘dahi han-

di’ celebrations which 
were marked by frequent 
chants of “Govinda aala 

re” (Govinda has come). 
Several organisers roped 
in celebrities to pull 
crowd to their ‘dahi handi’ 
events.

The celebrations were 
held amid strict vigil by the 
Mumbai police who were 
out on roads to ensure 
compliance to the Bom-
bay High Court’s order on 
the age of participating 
Govindas (they should not 
be below 14), insurance for 
them, and the height of the 
human pyramid.

The Disaster Manage-
ment Cell of the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) remained 
alert to deal with any even-
tuality, while hospitals 
were asked to keep medi-
cal staff on standby. In 
the past, several Govindas 
were injured after falling 
off human pyramids.

President Ramnath 
Kovind and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi took 
to Twitter to extend their 
greetings to the nation on 
the occasion.

“Greetings and good 
wishes to fellow citizens 
on the auspicious occa-
sion of Janmashtami. The 
teachings of Lord Krishna 
have a universal message - 
Nishkam Karma. May this 
festival inspire us to fol-
low the path of virtue and 
righteousness in thought, 

word and deed #Presi-
dentKovind,” a tweet by 
the president read.

Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis  and Bollywood 
megastar Amitabh Bach-
chan also wished people 
on the occasion through 
Twitter posts.

In rain-soaked Delhi, 
thousands of devotees 
thronged temples to offer 
prayers to Lord Krishna.

Famous Krishna tem-
ples in the national capital 
-- Laxmi Narayan Mandir, 
ISKCON temple, Amar 
Colony, Krishna Prana-
mi Mandir, Hare Krishna 
Mandir among others -- 
were specially decorated 
for the festival.

Colourful tableaux de-
picting the story of Lord 
Krishna’s birth were put 
on exhibition. In several 
residential complexes, 
cultural groups displayed 
special ‘Jhankis’ of Lord 
Krishna.

In Rajasthan, people 
thronged famous temples 
like Govind Devji temple 
in Jaipur among others 
since early morning.

Elaborate arrange-
ments for security and 
crowd management were 
made at the Govind Devji 
temple which is the centre 
of attraction among the 
devotees, police said.

Kumar blamed Rajan’s 
policies for the declining 
growth rate over the last 
three years.

The NITI Aayog Vice 
Chairman responded: 
“My views on GDP’s de-
cline being unrelated to 
solely demonetisation 
and having begun way 
before with stricter norms 
of NPA by RBI under Mr 
Rajan are fact-based and 

self-explanatory,  but 
some misleading head-
lines have coerced me to 
reiterate that the discus-
sion is on policies not 
people.”

Rajan joined as the 
RBI Governor only in 
September 2013 and was 
instrumental in institut-
ing new mechanisms to 
identify non-performing 
assets.

Narendra Modi (File photo)



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, September 4, 2018

News IN BrIef
Bangladesh approves draft law 
banning child labour
Dhaka, Sep. 3 (IANS): The Bangladeshi government on 
Monday approved the draft of a law banning child labour 
in the country with provisions for stringent punishment to 
offenders. The draft was approved at a cabinet meeting with 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair, Xinhua quoted 
Cabinet Secretary Mohammad Shafiul Alam as saying. The 
proposed “Bangladesh Labour (Amendment) Act” stipulates 
that anybody who engages child labour will be fined about 
$60. In line with the draft, children aged 14-18 will only be 
allowed to do light work. 

33 Africans drown in Yemen
Sana’a (Yemen), Sep. 3 (IANS): At least 33 African migrants 
drowned off the Yemeni coast of Shabwa after smugglers 
operating the boat forced the passengers into the sea, the 
country spokesman of the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) said. The 33 migrants were part of 360 
African refugees and migrants overcrowded on-board two 
small boats, Xinhua news agency quoted the spokesman 
Saaba al-Mualemi as saying. “The smugglers of one of the 
boats opened fire and forced the passengers to jump out of the 
boat a few kilometres away from the shore on Wednesday,” 
he said, adding that some managed to swim and survived. 

11 killed in Nigeria attack
Abuja (Nigeria), Sep. 3 (IANS): Eleven persons were killed 
and 12 others injured in an attack in Nigeria’s Jos city, police 
said on Monday. The attackers stormed Lopandet Dwei Du 
area of the city on Sunday and unleashed terror by shooting 
indiscriminately at the residents, Xinhua news agency quoted 
police spokesman Terna Tyopev as saying. The cause of the 
attack is unknown. Further investigation is underway, he said. 
On Wednesday, at least eight persons were killed following an 
attack by suspected cattle raiders in Nigeria. 

Several Taliban fighters surrender 
under amnesty scheme
Kabul, Sep. 3 (IANS): Several Taliban fighters on Monday 
laid down their weapons and joined the peace process in 
Afghanistan’s Jalalabad. The move came as part of  an 
amnesty scheme sanctioned earlier by both the former 
Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai and the US, Efe 
reported. Hundreds of insurgents have handed over arms 
to the state security forces since the amnesty was rolled out 
in 2004. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
officially ended its military campaign in Afghanistan in 2015, 
but around 16,000 troops from member states remained in an 
advisory capacity for the Afghan security forces. 

Three found dead as missing chopper 
found crashed in Siberia
Moscow, Sep. 3 (IANS): The debris of a missing helicopter 
was found along with the bodies of all three people on-board 
in a forest in Siberia, Russian Emergencies Ministry said on 
Monday. Rescuers have reached the site of the crash and 
found the debris of the Mi-8 as well as three bodies, Xinhua 
news agency quoted the Ministry as saying in a statement. The 
helicopter had taken off from Russia on Sunday morning to 
conduct an aerial survey. Communications with the crew were 
lost three hours later. 

10 injured in US apartment complex 
shooting
California, Sep. 3 (IANS): Ten people were shot and injured 
at an apartment complex in San Bernardino, California, 
police said, with three of them in critical condition. The 
shooting took place in a common area of the complex and all 
the victims are believed to be adults. Three of the victims are 
in an “extremely critical” condition, San Bernardino Police 
spokesman Captain Richard Lawhead said, CNN reported 
. There is no suspect in custody so far. Lawhead said officers 
got a call reporting shots fired at 1277 East Lynwood Drive 
on Sunday at 10:45 p.m.

Militants attack 3 schools with hand 
grenades in Afghanistan
Kabul, Sep. 3 (IANS): Anti-government militants conducted 
violent attacks on three schools with hand grenades and 
rocket outside Sharan city, the capital of eastern Paktika 
province on Monday, an official said. The attacks have forced 
thousands of students to stay away from schools, the deputy 
to education department of the province, Nasim Wajid said. 
“Unknown militants targeted Hazrat Belal and Sayed Jalal 
Bukhari high school with hand grenades at 7.00 a.m. local 
time on Monday and attacked another school with rocket 
outside Sharan city but fortunately no students were present 
at the time of attacks,” Wajid told Xinhua. 

Duterte apologises for abusing 
Obama, calls Trump ‘good friend’
Jerusalem, Sep. 3 (IANS): Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte, during his speech to Filipino workers here on Sunday, 
apologised for abusing former US President Barack Obama. 
Referring to his stern language towards Obama in 2016, 
Duterte, who arrived in Israel on September 2 on a four-day 
official visit, said it would be appropriate to say at this time 
that “Obama, you’re a civilian. I am sorry for uttering those 
words”. At the same time, he described Obama as a “cold” 
person who was “always at a distance”, adding that the 
current US President Donald Trump is his “good friend”, 
Sputnik news reported. 

Three children killed as landslide 
buries house
Kathmandu, Sep. 3 (PTI): Three minor siblings were killed 
when a landslide triggered by incessant rainfall buried a house 
in western Nepal, police said. The incident occurred on 
Sunday when the children were playing outside their house 
at Baphukhola locality in Bagchaur area of Salyan district, 
they said. The deceased have been identified as eight-year-
old Lalita Dangi and her brothers Menuka (4) and Lalit (6). 
Their parents were in a cowshed when the tragedy occurred, 
police said.

Floods kill 13, leave 3 missing in 
Vietnam
Hanoi, Sep. 3 (IANS): Flash floods and landslides triggered 
by incessant rainfall in Vietnam’s northern and central 
regions over the past few days have killed 13 people and left 
three missing, the country’s Central Steering Committee for 
Natural Disaster Prevention and Control said on Monday. 
As of  Monday morning, floods claimed nine lives and 
left three people missing in central Thanh Hoa province. 
Meanwhile, floods and landslides killed one person each of  
the four northern provinces of Hoa Binh, Yen Bai, Son La 
and Lang Son, Xinhua news agency reported. The floods 
and landslides also destroyed 364 houses, damaged over 
6,523 hectares of rice and other crops, killed 512 cattle and 
56,367 fowls, and damaged 963 hectares of  aquaculture 
ponds, 620 meters of dykes and 6,174 meters of canals, said 
the committee.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, front center, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, front row third left, 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, front right, Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta, front second row left, 
Togo’s President Faure Gnassing, second row center, Malawi’s President Arthur Peter Mutharika, second 
row right, Sierra Leone President Julius Maada Bio, rear left, Liberian President George Weah, rear center 
and other African leaders clap during a group photo session during the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
2018 Beijing Summit in Beijing, Monday, Sept. 3, 2018. 

Yangon, Sep. 3 (PTI/AFP): 
Two Reuters journalists 
accused of breaching My-
anmar’s state secrets law 
while reporting on a mas-
sacre of Rohingya Muslims 
were jailed for seven years 
Monday, fuelling further in-
ternational outrage a week 
after the army was accused 
of genocide. 

Wa Lone, 32, and Kyaw 
Soe Oo, 28, who have been 
held in Yangon’s Insein pris-
on since their arrest in De-
cember, were charged with 
violating the Official Secrets 
Act, a draconian British co-
lonial-era law which carries 
a maximum sentence of 14 
years.

The case has sparked an 
outcry among the interna-
tional community as an at-
tempt to muzzle reporting 
on last year’s crackdown by 
Myanmar’s security forces on 
the Muslim Rohingya minor-
ity in Rakhine state.

Army-led “clearance op-
erations” drove 700,000 Ro-
hingya into Bangladesh, car-
rying with them widespread 
accounts of atrocities -- rape, 
murder and arson -- by My-
anmar police and troops.

The reporters denied 
the charges, insisting they 
were set up while exposing 
the extrajudicial killing of 
10 Rohingya Muslims in the 
Rakhine village of Inn Din in 
September last year.

They had told the court 
they were arrested after being 
invited to dinner by police in 
Yangon, who handed them 
documents.

As they left the restaurant, 
the pair were detained for 
possessing classified mate-
rial.

But Judge Ye Lwin was 
unmoved by their testimony.

“The culprits intended 
to harm the interests of 
the state. And so they have 
been found guilty under the 
state secrets act,” he told the 
packed Yangon court.

“They are sentenced to 
seven years in prison each.” 
Kyaw Soe Oo’s wife wept af-
ter the judge delivered the 
verdict.

As they were led to the 
waiting prison van the hand-
cuffed pair, both Myanmar 
nationals, gave brief but defi-
ant statements on the court 
steps.

“The government can 
detain us in the prison but... 
don’t close the ears and eyes 
of the people,” Kyaw Soe Oo 
said.

Wa Lone, who gave a 
defiant “thumbs up” to the 
massed ranks of reporters, 
said: “We will face it (the ver-
dict) with stability and cour-
age.” 

Defence lawyer Khin 

Maung Zaw said an appeal 
would be lodged as soon as 
possible against the verdict, 
which Reuters denounced as 
based on “false charges”.

“Today is a sad day for 
Myanmar... and the press 
everywhere,” Stephen J. 
Adler, Reuters Editor-in-
Chief, said in a statement, 
adding that the outcome 
was “designed to silence their 
reporting and intimidate the 
press”.

The UN in Myanmar and 
the European Union joined 
the growing chorus of calls 
for the reporters’ release. 
Rights groups decried the 
verdict as a sign of endur-
ing repression in a country 
meant to be edging towards 
a more open and democratic 
future after almost a half-
century of army rule.

The ruling “sends a stark 
warning to other journalists 
in the country of the severe 
consequences that await 

should they look too closely 
at military abuses”, Tirana 
Hassan, Amnesty Interna-
tional’s director of crisis re-
sponse, said in a statement.

“This amounts to censor-
ship through fear.” The army 
has published its version 
of events at Inn Din village, 
conceding the Rohingya men 
were killed while in custody 
but saying it was a one-off 
case of abuse by a mixture 
of security forces and ethnic 
Rakhine locals.

Monday’s ruling comes a 
week after the release of an 
explosive United Nations-led 
study into abuses in Rakhine, 
accusing Myanmar’s army 
chief of heading a campaign 
of “genocide” and “crimes 
against humanity” against 
the Rohingya.

It also strongly criticised 
de facto civilian leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi for failing to use 
her moral authority to stand 
up for the stateless minority.

The same day, Facebook 
shut down the pages of My-
anmar’s army chief Min Aung 
Hlaing and other military top 
brass, in what the company 
said was a bid to prevent 
them from further fanning 
“ethnic and religious ten-
sions”.

As calls mount for Myan-
mar’s military leaders to face 
an international tribunal, 
they have remained defiant, 
insisting last year’s crack-
down was a proportionate 
response to attacks by Ro-
hingya militants on border 
posts. 

But Suu Kyi’s reputation 
as a defender of human rights 
has been shredded by her re-
fusal to speak out against the 
military for its handling of the 
Rohingya crisis or in support 
of the jailed reporters.

Geneva, Sep. 3 (PTI/AFP): New UN rights 
chief Michelle Bachelet said Monday she was 
“shocked” by Myanmar’s jailing of two Reuters 
journalists for seven years and called for their 
immediate release. 

“I was shocked,” the former Chilean presi-
dent told reporters on her first day as UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. “The trial was 
a travesty of justice.” “I urge Myanmar to imme-
diately and unconditionally release Kyaw Soe Oo 
and Thet Oo Maung,” she said in a statement.

Wa Lone, 32, and Kyaw Soe Oo, 28, who have 
been held in Yangon’s Insein prison since their 
arrest in December, were charged with breach-
ing Myanmar’s state secrets law while reporting 
on a massacre of Rohingya Muslims.

The case has sparked an outcry among the 
international community as an attempt to muz-
zle reporting on last year’s crackdown by Myan-
mar’s security forces on the Muslim Rohingya 
minority in Rakhine state.

Army-led “clearance operations” drove 
700,000 Rohingya into Bangladesh, carrying 
with them widespread accounts of atrocities - 
rape, murder and arson - by Myanmar police 
and troops.

The reporters denied the charges, insisting 
they were set up while exposing the extrajudicial 
killing of 10 Rohingya Muslims in the Rakhine 
village of Inn Din in September last year.

“Their coverage of the Inn Din massacre 
by the military - for which the military subse-
quently admitted responsibility - was clearly 
in the public interest as it may otherwise never 
have come to light,” Bachelet said.

“It sends a message to all journalists in My-
anmar that they cannot operate fearlessly, but 
must rather make a choice to either self-censor 
or risk prosecution. 

“I call for their conviction to be quashed and 
for them to be released, along with all other jour-
nalists currently in detention for their legitimate 
exercise of the right to freedom of expression.”

Bangkok, Sep. 3 (IANS): 
Against the backdrop of se-
vere and record heatwaves, 
bushfires, droughts and 
floods across the world, 
governments are convening 
a supplementary six-day 
meeting here from Tues-
day to prepare the imple-
mentation guidelines of 
the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement.

The guidelines are 
needed to make the 2015 
Paris Agreement work fairly 
and transparently for all.

Following a two-year 
negotiation process, the 
implementation guidelines 
are set to be adopted at the 
annual climate conference, 
COP24, to be held in Kato-
wice, Poland in December.

While the talks have 
made modest progress, the 
Bangkok meeting is the last 
opportunity before COP24 
to accelerate negotiations.

“Building on progress 
made, countries now need 
to take a decisive step 
forward in preparing the 
ambitious and balanced 
outcome that we need in 
Katowice,” Patricia Espino-
sa, Executive Secretary of 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), told 
reporters here.

Achieving success at 
COP24 will be challenging 

without the preparation of 
an official negotiating text 
on the implementation 
guidelines.

“It will be critical for 
negotiators in Bangkok to 
produce solid text-based 
output that can function as 
the basis for the concluding 
negotiations in Katowice 
and be turned into the final 
implementation guidelines 
of the Paris Agreement at 
COP24.

“The texts capturing 
progress to date are not yet 
refined enough for this pur-
pose,” Espinosa said.

“With only six addition-
al days for negotiations in 
Bangkok, the UN Climate 
Change is carefully coor-
dinating demands to fully 
support countries in their 
important task,” she added.

Highly technical in na-
ture, the implementation 
guidelines are needed to 
monitor progress on cli-
mate action.

Such action includes 
measures to deal with 
climate impacts such as 
droughts or floods and ur-
gent support to enable de-
veloping countries to con-
tribute to climate action.

They are also essential 
for determining whether 
emissions are being re-
duced at an ambitious 
rate to achieve the Paris 

Agreement’s goal of limit-
ing the global temperature 
increase to well below 2 de-
grees Celsius, and as close 
to 1.5 degrees as possible 
this century.

Importantly, the guide-
lines are also needed to 
make the agreement’s in-
stitutions fully operational 
beyond COP24.

“Every year, the impacts 
of climate change are get-
ting worse. This means that 
every year, the poorest and 
most vulnerable, who have 
contributed almost noth-
ing to the problem, suffer 
more,” Espinosa said.

Chair of the Least De-
veloped Countries (LDC) 
Group Gebru Jember En-
dalew said: “This additional 
Bangkok session will be 
critical to the delivery of 
a robust, balanced and 
comprehensive set of im-
plementation guidelines 
for the Paris Agreement at 
COP24.’

The 2018 Climate Weeks 
in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, the Global Cli-
mate Action Summit in 
San Francisco in mid-Sep-
tember and Climate Week 
in New York towards the 
end of September, to name 
a few, are all events that 
rally both governments 
and non-Party stakeholders 
around climate change.

Tripoli, Sep. 3 (IANS/AKI): The UN mis-
sion in Libya will invite Tripoli’s warring 
militias to attend urgent talks on Tuesday 
“at a venue to be announced” to discuss 
the deadly violence that has killed dozens 
here including children in the past week, 
UNSMIL said on Monday.

UNSMIL late on Sunday issued a state-
ment condemning the escalation of the 
deadly clashes between armed groups vy-
ing for control of the capital.

“I call on all parties to immediately re-
frain from the use of indiscriminate weap-
ons in residential areas, cease all hostilities 
and resume ceasefire talks,” said the UN’s 
humanitarian coordinator in Libya, Maria 
Ribeiro.

“I also underline to all parties their 
obligation under international humanitar-
ian law to ensure the safety of civilian and 
civilian facilities and allow safe, unimpeded 
and sustained humanitarian access to the 
affected areas,” she said.

The UN is also concerned for the 

safety of the internally displaced persons, 
refugees and migrants detained in Tripoli 
and is working, in close coordination with 
authorities, to provide humanitarian assist-
ance where needed, Ribeiro stated.

At least 14 civilians, including four 
children, have been killed in the week-long 
violence in which 47 people have died and 
over 100 were injured, according to the UN 
and Libya’s Health ministry.

Some 400 prisoners manage to break 
out of a facility in southeast Tripoli on 
Sunday during armed violence between 
various factions in the city, police said. 
Many of the prisoners held at the Ain Zara 
prison were reportedly supporters of the 
late Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi and 
were convicted of killings during the upris-
ing against his government in 2011. Clashes 
between militias in the city have led Libya’s 
UN-backed government, the Government 
of National Accord (GNA) to declare a state 
of emergency. Some of the militias involved 
in the fighting back the GNA.

Beijing, Sep. 3 (PTI/AFP): President Xi 
Jinping told African leaders Monday that 
China’s investments on the continent have 
“no political strings attached”, pledging 
60 billion in new development financing, 
even as Beijing is increasingly criticised 
over its debt-heavy projects abroad. 

Xi offered the funding at the start of a 
two-day China-Africa summit that focused 
on his cherished Belt and Road initiative. 
The money -- to be spent over the next 
three years -- comes on top of 60 billion 
Beijing offered in 2015.

The massive scheme is aimed at im-
proving Chinese access to foreign markets 
and resources, and boosting Beijing’s influ-
ence abroad.

It has already seen China loan billions 
of dollars to countries in Asia and Africa 
for roads, railways, ports and other major 
infrastructure projects.

But critics warn that the Chinese lead-
er’s pet project is burying some countries 
under massive debt.

“China’s cooperation with Africa is 
clearly targeted at the major bottlenecks 
to development. Resources for our coop-
eration are not to be spent on any vanity 
projects, but in places where they count the 
most.” But Xi admitted there was a need to 
look at the commercial viability of projects 
and make sure preparations are made to 
lower investment risks and make coopera-
tion “more sustainable”.

Belt and Road, Xi said, “is not a scheme 
to form an exclusive club or bloc against 
others. Rather it is about greater openness, 
sharing and mutual benefit.” 

Later, at the start of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), Xi 

announced 60 billion in funds for eight 
initiatives over the next three years, in areas 
ranging from industrial promotion, infra-
structure construction and scholarships 
for young Africans.

He added that Africa’s least developed, 
heavily indebted and poor countries will 
be exempt from debt they have incurred in 
the form of interest-free Chinese loans due 
to mature by the end of 2018.

A study by the Center for Global De-
velopment, a US think-tank, found “seri-
ous concerns” about the sustainability of 
sovereign debt in eight Asian, European 
and African countries receiving Belt and 
Road funds.

South African President Cyril Ram-
aphosa defended China’s involvement on 
the continent, saying FOCAC “refutes the 
view that a new colonialism is taking hold 
in Africa as our detractors would have us 
believe.” During a visit to China last month, 
Malaysian prime minister Mahathir Mo-
hamed warned against “a new version of 
colonialism,” as he cancelled a series of 
Chinese-backed infrastructure projects 
worth 22 billion.

Ahead of FOCAC, Rwandan President 
Paul Kagame, currently the chair of the Af-
rican Union, also dismissed the concerns, 
telling the official Xinhua news agency talk 
of “debt traps” were attempts to discourage 
African-Chinese interactions.

At the last three-yearly gathering in 
Johannesburg in 2015, Xi announced 60 
billion of assistance and loans for Africa.

Nations across Africa are hoping that 
China’s enthusiasm for infrastructure in-
vestment will help promote industrialisa-
tion on the continent.

reuters reporters jailed for seven 
years in Myanmar ‘state secrets’ case
UN urges Myanmar to 
free Reuters reporters 
‘immediately’

world gathers to prepare Paris 
climate pact implementation

UN convenes urgent meet on security in TripoliChina’s Xi offers $60 bn Africa 
aid, says ‘no strings attached’

AP/PTI

File Photo: Two Reuters journalists Wa Lone, center, and Kyaw Soe Oo, 
center back, gesture while being escorted by police upon arrival at a court 
on Aug. 27, 2018, in Yangon, Myanmar. 
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Two years after singer Christina Grimmie’s tragic and sudden death, her mother Tina Grimmie has 
died of breast cancer. “We are saddened to announce the loss of our beloved Tina, also affectionately 
known as ‘Mama Grimmie’ to the millions of fans of Christina Grimmie around the world. She will 
be missed immensely,” the Grimmie family said in a statement shared on social media on Sunday, 
reports people.com. On June 10, 2016, Christina was shot at after performing as the opening act 
for “Before You Exit” at The Plaza Live venue near downtown Orlando. Grimmie’s brother Marcus 
heroically tackled her assailant Kevin James Loibl to the ground, before the latter turned the gun on 
himself.  The singer was 22. “Tina Grimmie was a powerful and shining example of motherhood, 
being an amazing wife while giving love and encouragement to others. Her laugh, energy, passion and 
joyful spirit will eternally be a part of all of us,” the statement added. Tina is survived by her husband 
Bud and son Marcus. IANS)

Christina Grimmie’s mother dies of cancer

Dark, heavy and brilliant: A mix of the 
old and new from ‘Alice in Chains’ 

Former Nirvana members 
Dave Grohl and Krist Novoselic 
reunite onstage in Seattle

Drama of 1960s Italian girl band that went to Vietnam

Ash calls for economic 
empowerment of women

Directing was nerve-wrecking experience — Idris Elba

Music Review
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U
2 lead singer Bono is reas-
suring fans that he’ll have 
his voice back for the rest 
of U2’s European tour 
after ending a concert in 

Germany Saturday night, which they are 
rescheduling.

In a statement posted Sunday to U2’s 
website, Bono says that a doctor has 
ruled out anything serious related to his 
loss of voice during the performance in 
Berlin. He says his relief is tempered by 
the knowledge that the Berlin audience 
was inconvenienced, adding that he can’t 
wait to get back there on Nov. 13 for a 
rescheduled show.

Bono suffered a “complete loss of 
voice” at the band’s Saturday night show 
at Berlin’s Mercedes-Benz Arena, caus-
ing the engagement to end early. The 
58-year-old frontman made it through 

the U2 hit “Beautiful Day” with the help 
of the audience, German news agency 
dpa reported Sunday.

Concertgoers first were told there 
would be a short break and eventually 
were informed the show was over, dpa 
said. They were advised to keep their 
tickets for a replacement performance.

U2 opened the European segment 
of its 2018 “Experience + Innocence” 
tour in Berlin on Friday. It has a sold-out 
show scheduled in Cologne on Tuesday 
and a second concert in the German 
city on Wednesday before back-to-back 
performances in Paris on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

A note on U2’s website said tick-
etholders should expect more informa-
tion from Live Nation regarding the 
rescheduled Berlin show on Monday.

Pagesix

A
ctor Idris Elba says 
directing his first movie 
“Yardie” was a “nerve-
wrecking” experience.

“’Yardie’ is a small 
project. It’s not designed to be 
a big money-making film. Of 
course, this is a business and I 
want to be proud of it. I think 
there’s a misconception that the 
higher you get, the less the suc-

cess matters. That’s not true,” Elba 
told Irish Times newspaper.

“Are you kidding me? I’ve 
directed this thing. I’ve conjured 
it and to watch it go out into the 
public domain is great. I mean, it’s 
nerve-wrecking. But I can cover 
up my nerves by just ploughing 
on,” he added.

“Yardie” is based on the 1992 
novel of the same name by Victor 

Headley, which tells the story of 
a young Jamaican who is sent to 
London to facilitate a drug deal.

Elba has been determined to 
avoid glamourising violence in 
the new movie, reports female-
first.co.uk.

He said: “There’s a lot of 
violent energy in the book that 
I was nervous about portraying 
on screen because of the type of 

violence it is.
“I had to ask, ‘What am I say-

ing about this? What am I saying 
about this culture?’ The term 
‘yardie’ is a derogatory term in the 
first place. So the energy I wanted 
was cultural energy. I wanted to 
feel like I’ve just gone to Jamaica. 
I wanted to I feel like I’m in the 
1980s.”

IANS

A
ctress Priyanka Chopra, who 
suffers from asthma, has part-
nered with Cipla Respiratory 
to create awareness about 
the condition and break the 

stigma surrounding its treatment. She 
has advocated timely intervention that 
can help one have a better quality of life.

“As someone who is asthmatic, I can 
say that there is social stigma associated 
with asthma and its therapy. It is evident 
that asthma is on the rise in India and 
there is little awareness about the most 
effective therapy on offer,” Priyanka said 
in a statement.

Glad to have an opportunity to 
spread the right awareness through 
the association with Cipla, the popular 
actress added: “I would like to tell people 
that it is very crucial to get treated for 
asthma as early as possible. Timely diag-
nosis and the right treatment combined 
with simple lifestyle modifications can 

help in managing asthma better.”
She will address the psychosocial 

aspects of asthma, including stigma, 
one of the key contributing factors 
for patient anxiety, delayed diagnosis, 
denial and limited disclosure of being 
asthmatic and avoidance of inhaler use 
in public.

As part of a campaign, Priyanka 
will help spread the word regarding the 
need for an attitudinal change towards 
inhalation therapy as the most effective 
for asthma management vis-a-vis oral 
medication. 

Nikhil Chopra, Head India Business, 
Cipla Ltd, said they are happy to partner 
with a “super achiever” like Priyanka, 
who “is an inspiration for many to help 
increase both relevance and acceptance 
of inhalation therapy, thereby ensuring 
better follow-up with optimal outcomes 
for asthmatics”.

IANS

F
ormer Nirvana 
members Dave 
Grohl and Krist 
Novoselic reu-
nited in Seattle 

over the weekend to play 
a cover of The Vaselines 
track Molly’s Lips.

Nirvana released 
their own cover of the 
track back in 1991, with 
Novoselic hooking up 
with Grohl, Pat Smear and 
Taylor Hawkins on Sunday 
evening at Seattle’s Safeco 
Field during Foo Fighters’ 
set in the city.

Novoselic’s new 
band Giants In The Trees 
opened for the Foos on 
the night, with the bassist 
later tweeting backstage 
pictures and video foot-
age.

Foo Fighters later post-
ed a link to the video of the 
performance – which can 
be watched below – and 

tweeted: “Thank you Seat-
tle! Thanks Krist Novoselic 
and Giants In The Trees for 
joining us. Let’s do it again 
at Cal Jam 18!”

Cal Jam will take place 
on October 5 and 6 at 
San Bernardino’s Glen 
Helen Regional Park, and 
along with sets from Foo 
Fighters and Giants In The 
Trees, the festival will also 
see performances from 
artists including Iggy Pop, 
Tenacious D, Garbage, 
Greta Van Fleet, Anna von 
Hausswolff and Silversun 
Pickups.

The original California 
Jam was held in 1974 and 
1978, attracting bands 
including Black Sabbath, 
Deep Purple, Aerosmith, 
Emerson, Lake & Palmer, 
Heart and Foreigner, with 
the Foos resurrecting the 
festival in 2017. 

loudersound

‘
Arrivederci Saigon’, a 
documentary about 
a Tuscan all-girl 
pop group that was 
improbably caught up 

in the Vietnam War during 
a Southeast Asian tour in 
1968, spending months 
in jungle battlefields en-
tertaining US troops, will 
be screened on Tuesday 
at the 75th Venice Film 
Festival. Eager for success 
and fame, the talented 
five-member ‘Le Stars’ 
girl band from an indus-
trial district of Tuscany 

received an offer from 
their tour manager which 
was too good to refuse: a 
series of concerts in the 
Far East, Manila, Hong 
Kong, Singapore and other 
venues. 

But after its first show 
in Manila, the band was 
immediately diverted to 
the South Vietnamese 
capital Saigon for a few 
gigs and got trapped in the 
war zone until the end of 
January 1969. 

In Italian film director 
Wilma Labate’s docu-

mentary, 50 years after 
their dramatic and life-
changing experience, ‘Le 
Stars’ members Viviana 
Tacchella, Rossella Canac-
cini, Daniela Santerini and 
Franca Deni narrate their 
three months of sur-
vival hidden in US military 
bases in the jungle, living 
in close confines with 
American soldiers under 
North Vietnamese rocket 
fire and attacks from 
Vietcong guerrilla light 
artillery. 

IANS

A
ctress Aishwarya Rai Bach-
chan has lent support to 
IMC Ladies’ Wing’s Women 
Entrepreneurs’ Exhibition, 
and says it is vital to promote 

economic empowerment of women.
“For more than thirty years, the 

Women Entrepreneurs’ Exhibition has 
positioned itself as a prime destination 
for fresh, new talented entrepreneurs 
who need a platform to launch them-
selves.

“Economic empowerment of wom-
en is a national agenda, and by support-
ing this exhibition, I have the honour 
in supporting the economic empower-
ment of our women,” Aishwarya said 
in a statement. The actress will be the 
chief guest at the event, to be held at the 
NSCI Dome @ NSCI on September 5 
and September 6.

“I am honoured and privileged to 
be invited as the chief guest here to 
represent the women of our times, the 
burgeoning entrepreneurs and future 
powerful and promising stalwarts,” 
Aishwarya added.

Featuring 240 participants, the 
event includes displays of fine jewellery, 
fashion, lifestyle and gourmet foods, 
making it a delight for shoppers of all 
kinds.

IANS

W
ith the release of 
their sixth studio 
album, “Rainier 
Fog”, American 
metal band Alice 

In Chains has lived up to the 
massive hype and high expecta-
tions of fans, who were waiting 
expectantly since their last release 
“The Devil Put Dinosaurs Here” 
in 2013.

For those among the fan base 
who think that with former singer 
Layne Staley’s passing away in 
2002 the band had effectively 
died, this album is not for them. 
This album is worth every dime 
of your money. “Rainier Fog” is a 
masterfully crafted and beauti-
fully layered and produced album 
which is very worthy of being in 
the Seattle band’s near flawless 
discography.

Nothing in this album feels 
disjointed or screams “filler”. This 
album might be the closest they 
have come to sounding like their 
older stuff, but with a new spin, 
where the cleaner production and 
heavier riffs tonally come closer 
to their earlier fuzzy sound. The 
best way to describe this album 

for anyone familiar with the 
band’s catalogue is Dirt meets 
Tripod meets Black Gives Way To 
Blue meets the Jar of Flies.

This album yet again fea-
tures everything you have come 
to expect from Alice In Chains, 
Sabbath-inspired doomy, sludgy 
and heavy riffs, brilliant vocal 
harmonies, 
dark lyrics 
and at-
mosphere, 
non-shred-
dy but 
brilliant bluesy guitar solos and 
powerful ballads.

The opening track, “The One 
You Know”, which was the first 
single released and generated the 
hype for this album, is a banger. 
The song kicks off this simple 
but crunchy doom metal riff. The 
verse, handled mostly by Jerry 
and complemented by William, 
is rather sinister in nature. The 
chorus, which is where the dual 
harmonies come in, is a trade-
mark of the Alice In Chains sound 
-- melodic and powerful. The 
song features another typical 
tasty Jerry Cantrell wah pedal 

solo. Overall, this is a simplistic, 
somewhat repetitive but killer 
track and a great beginning to 
what is a fantastic album.

But then comes the behemoth 
track, “The Red Giant”, opening 
with a super thick, dark and fat 
riff. The song has sinister verse 
followed by a melodic chorus and 

a brilliant 
solo. In 
short, this is 
an extremely 
powerful 
doom metal 

song which has just the right mix 
of everything and is definitely 
a highlight of this album. Then 
moving from that heavy monster 
we come to “Fly”, a softer rock 
ballad which sounds like some-
thing off the Jar of Flies EP. Very 
melodic verses and chorus over 
a bluesy scale and having a slight 
country aesthetic to it. The bass 
line is great and the solo is beauti-
ful, overall this track is chill and 
smooth, a definite appeal to those 
who like the band’s older stuff and 
is another highlight.

Next up, “Drone”, might be of 
note to some as it is probably the 

most blues and Sabbath-inspired 
track of all. The riff is akin to what 
Tony Iommi of Black Sabbath 
would have written. “Maybe”, 
one of my favourite tracks of this 
album, is a stellar rock ballad. The 
song has one of the most brilliant 
and melodic choruses I’ve heard 
and a brilliant guitar solo. “So Far 
Under” is yet another highlight 
of the album. This is also the 
first track which was written by 
William DuVall, co-vocalist and 
rhythm guitarist. DuVall plays the 
guitar solo and does most of the 
vocals in this track.

“Never Fade” is a simple but 
brilliant hard rock tune, that 
pays tribute to three persons 
-- DuVall’s grandmother, the late 
Soundgarden and Audioslave 
singer Chris Cornell and AIC’s 
own original singer Layne Staley.

The final track, “All I Am”, is 
undoubtedly one of the finest. 
The only way to describe this 
song is pain made beautiful with 
poignant lyrics, great melodies. 
The song has a dark, emotional 
atmosphere. In fact, it won’t be 
too bold a claim to say that this 
song rivals “Nutshell”, or to say 
that all the ballads of this album 
are easily comparable to or may 
even surpass songs from SAP or 
Jar of Flies.

Alice In Chains was among 
the best metal bands to come out 
of the 1990s. They are masterful 
songwriters and have proven it 
this time again. Today where most 
of the things that pass for music 
is computerised, lifeless commer-
cial pop-garbage, Alice In Chains 
has released a record which car-
ries a lot of inspiration and soul 
and they continue to prove why 
they are among the best. Nothing 
more to say, just buy this record.

IANS

Doctor rules out 
serious condition 

after Bono loses voice

Priyanka Chopra 
advocates timely 
intervention for 
asthma
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Lance Klusener 

Alastair Cook is England’s all-time record Test runscorer.

AP/PTI

Rafael Nadal, of Spain, reacts after defeating Nikoloz Basilashvili, of Georgia, during the fourth round of the 
U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York on Sep. 2.

Cook to retire after 5th Test against India Lance Klusener named consultant 
coach of Delhi Ranji team

Nadal sees off Basilashvili to reach U.S. Open quartersToure moves to Greece with 
former club Olympiakos Serena in US Open QF

Mercedes promise ‘maximum 
attack’ for rest of season

Former Brazil great Ronaldo takes over Spanish club

Furious Bayern Munich president slams PSG director Henrique

Dubai, Sep. 3 (IANS): Eng-
land’s Test opener and 
leading run-scorer Alastair 
Cook on Monday an-
nounced that he will retire 
from international cricket 
after the fifth Test against 
India.

“After much thought 
and deliberation over the 
last few months I have 
decided to announce my 
retirement from interna-
tional cricket at the end 
of this Test series against 
India,” Cook was quoted as 
saying by the International 
Cricket Council (ICC).

“Although it is a sad day, 
I can do so with a big smile 
on my face knowing I have 
given everything and there 
is nothing left in the tank,” 
The 33-year-old added.

Cook was the leading 
batsman in two of Eng-
land’s greatest overseas 
triumphs in Test history, 
England’s Ashes win in 
2010/11, and their victory 
in India in 2012/13, accord-
ing to the statement issued 
by ICC.

However, his form has 
waned in recent times, and 
despite scoring double 
hundreds against the West 
Indies and Australia within 
the last year, he has aver-
aged less than 35 since 
giving up the captaincy at 
the end of 2016, a move 
many expected to rejuve-

Monza (Italy), Sep. 3 (Re-
uters): Mercedes have 
vowed ‘maximum attack’ 
for the rest of the Formula 
One season after Lewis 
Hamilton’s Italian Grand 
Prix victory sent the Briton 
30 points clear in the cham-
pionship.

“We will give it every-
thing in Singapore and all 
the remaining races,” team 
boss Toto Wolff told report-
ers after Sunday’s race.

“We will turn the whole 
f a c t o r i e s i n 
Brixworth 
a n d 
Brack-
l e y 
u p -
s i d e 
d o w n 
t o  e x -
tract per-
formance and go to Singa-
pore with the aim of doing 
our best.

“Whether that’s good 
enough to win the race or 
not, I don’t know yet but the 
next seven races are going 
to be maximum attack.”

Ferrari dominated qual-
ifying at Monza and had 
a clear straightline speed 
advantage but their home 
race unravelled at the start 
and Hamilton savoured a 
special victory — his sixth 
of the season.

The Italian team will 
still be favourites in Singa-
pore in two weeks’ time and 
Hamilton’s title rival Sebas-
tian Vettel expressed confi-
dence there was still time to 
rein in the champion.

The threat posed by 
Ferrari, whose challenge 
is concentrated on Vettel, 
has led Wolff to consider 
imposing team orders on 
Hamilton’s team mate Valt-
teri Bottas but the Finn has 
been handed a reprieve for 
now.

“I don’t really like 
team orders. 

They are not cool and 
not good for the sport and 
not good for either driv-
er,” Wolff told reporters at 
Monza.

“Lewis doesn’t want to 
have anything gifted and 
Valtteri doesn’t want to give 
anything up. And we are 
looking at it from race to 
race.

“We discussed it this 
morning (on Sunday), vari-
ous scenarios, and there 
was no necessity today. We 
will see what happens in 
Singapore. I want to push 

that moment back as far as 
possible.”

Bottas finished third 
on Sunday after playing a 
crucial role in staying out 
as long as possible before 
his pitstop, a move that held 
up Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen 
and gave Hamilton time to 
close in behind.

Ferrari saw that as team 
orders but Wolff said the 
Finn had followed the best 
strategy for his own race as 
well as Hamilton’s.

Bottas had been bat-
tling Red Bull’s Max Verstap-

pen, ul-
timately 
benefit-
ing from 
a  t i m e 
penalty 

imposed 
on the Dutchman to move 
up onto the podium.

“Valtteri’s strategy not 
only worked for Lewis obvi-
ously, keeping Kimi behind, 
but also worked for Valtteri. 
We knew we had to keep 
him out long because we 
lost the position already to 
Verstappen,” he explained.

“We needed to keep 
him out long to create the 
largest possible tyre offset 
at the end of the race. That’s 
why keeping him out there 
was also his best shot at the 
podium.”

nate him. 
Cook has only passed 

fifty once this year, and 
has decided that now is the 
right time to call it a day.

Cook has totalled 12,254 
Test runs and 32 Test centu-
ries so far, his final Test at 
The Oval will be his 159th 
consecutive game in the 
longest format, the longest 
such streak in all interna-
tional cricket. 

“I have achieved more 
than I could have ever 
imagined and feel very 
privileged to have played 
for such a long time along-

side some of the greats 
of the English game. The 
thought of not sharing the 
dressing room, again, with 
some of my teammates was 
the hardest part of my deci-
sion, but I know the timing 
is right,” he said.

“I have loved cricket 
my whole life from play-
ing in the garden as a child 
and will never underesti-
mate how special it is to 
pull on an England shirt. So 
I know it is the right time to 
give the next generation of 
young cricketers their turn 
to entertain us and feel 

the immense pride that 
comes with representing 
your country,” the former 
captain added.

Cook praised his long-
time mentor, coach, and 
childhood idol Graham 
Gooch. 

“There are too many 
people to thank individu-
ally, but a special men-
tion must go to Graham 
Gooch. As a seven year-
old I queued for his auto-
graph outside Essex County 
Cricket Club and years later 
was so fortunate to have 
him mentoring me.”

New York, Sep. 3 (Reuters): 
Top seed Rafael Nadal set 
up an intriguing U.S. Open 
quarter-final showdown 
with Dominic Thiem af-
ter snuffing out a come-
back attempt by Georgia’s 
Nikoloz Basilashvili with a 
6-3 6-3 6-7(6) 6-4 win on 
Sunday.

The world number one 
looked like he would cruise 
to an easy win after pocket-
ing the first two sets but the 
Georgian stepped up his 
game to take the third.

The U.S. Open cham-
pion would not be de-
nied, however, and fired 
his seventh ace on match 
point to end the three hour, 
20-minute tussle.

“Two matches in the 
row that were very tough 
ones,” said Nadal, who had 
to battle back against Rus-
sian Karen Khachanov two 
days ago.

Nadal  praised the 
26-year-old Basilashvili, 
who will break into the 
top 30 for the first time 
when the new rankings are 
released after the tourna-
ment.

“He played fantastic. A 
lot of credit to him. He was 
playing great, hitting the 
ball very, very strong,” the 
Spaniard said.

Bengaluru, Sep. 3 (Re-
uters): Former Manchester 
City and Barcelona mid-
fielder Yaya Toure has re-
joined Greek Super League 
side Olympiakos after re-
jecting offers from Europe, 
Asia and the United States, 
the 35-year-old said.

Ivory Coast interna-
tional Toure made his name 
at the Piraeus club in the 
2005-2006 season before 
going on to win several 
major trophies in lengthier 
spells at Barcelona and City.

“When I left in 2006 I 
said I would come back 
and I am delighted to keep 
my word,” Toure said on his 
official website.

“I made my decision 
based on the special rela-

tionship I have with this 
incredible club. It is an hon-
our to be back.”

The Greek league lead-
ers confirmed the move 
but did not give finan-
cial details. Local media 
said Toure would be paid 
around 2.5 million euros 
($2.9 million) for one sea-
son.

Toure was released by 
City after a limited role 
last season, bringing an 
end to eight seasons at the 
club where he won three 
Premier League titles, two 
League Cups and the FA 
Cup.

Olympiakos were third 
last season, their lowest fin-
ish in 23 years after lifting 
20 league titles in 22 years.

“G r a h a m  w a s  m y 
sounding board, especially 
in the early years of my 
career, spending hour af-
ter hour throwing balls at 
me with his dog stick. He 
made me realise you al-
ways need to keep improv-
ing whatever you are trying 
to achieve,” he added.

Cook also gave credit 
to his family for supporting 
him through his career. 

“My family and I have 
had 12 wonderful years 
fulfilling my dreams and 
this could not have been 
done without them. So I 
wish to thank my parents 
and brothers, my wife, Al-
ice, and her family for their 
quiet, unwavering sup-
port behind the scenes. 
As cricketers, who travel 
frequently, we often don’t 
realise just how important 
our families are to our suc-
cess,” the left-hand Test 
opener said.

He will continue to play 
cricket domestically, for his 
county Essex. 

“I would also like to 
thank Essex County Cricket 
Club for their help and 
support ever since I was 
12, and I can’t wait to get 
fully involved with them 
in the 2019 season. I wish 
the England team every 
success in the future, and I 
will be watching with great 
excitement,” cook said.

New Delhi, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
Former South Africa all-
rounder Lance Klusener 
has been named as the 
consultant coach of Delhi’s 
Ranji Trophy team for the 
upcoming 2018-19 season.

While former Delhi 
skipper Mithun Manhas 
will be the chief coach, 
Klusener’s appointment 
is certainly the most high 
profile among the sup-
port staff across domestic 
teams.

“Lance Klusner will be 
Cricket Consultant of Ranji 
Team of DCCA for One day 
tournaments starting from 
19th September ( Vijay 
Hazare trophy and Deod-
har Trophy) and domestic 
T20 tournament scheduled 
in February 2019,” DDCA 
president Rajat Sharma 
told PTI today.

“His role will require 
his services along side the 
main coach and all the 
other coaches in the team,” 
Sharma added.

The 46-year old Klusen-
er had played 49 Tests for 
South Africa with 1906 runs 
and 80 wickets in his kitty. 
He had four Test hundreds 
and best bowling perfor-
mance of 8 for 64.

However, it was the ODI 
format where he came into 
his own in the 171 games in 
which he scored 3576 runs 

“I’m very happy to be 
through,” added Nadal af-
ter setting up a rematch of 
June’s French Open final, 
when he crushed Thiem in 
straight sets to win his 17th 
major.

Basilashvili only man-
aged to convert two of his 
seven break point oppor-
tunities and committed 59 
unforced errors to Nadal’s 
19 on a partly cloudy day at 

Arthur Ashe Stadium.
Despite Sunday’s loss 

the result is big step forward 
for Basilashvili, who suf-
fered a 6-0 6-1 6-0 drubbing 
by the claycourt king when 
they met at the French 
Open in June. Nadal said 
he will need to raise his 
game to get past the red-hot 
Thiem, who reached his 
first U.S. Open quarter-final 
when he defeated 2017 U.S. 

Open runner-up Kevin An-
derson in straight sets.

“He’s a fantastic player. 
He’s a very powerful player. 
He’s a great guy,” Nadal told 
reporters.

“I have a very good re-
lationship with him. Happy 
for him that he’s in quarter-
finals here,” he said.

“I’ll need to play my 
best match of the tourna-
ment.”

New York, Sep. 3 (IANS): 
Se re n a  W i l l i a m s  h a s 
reached the quarterfinals 
at the US Open in Flushing 
Meadows here after beating 
Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi 6-0, 
4-6, 6-3.

Williams had a tough 
time on Sunday with Kane-
pi, even after starting out 
firmly in control. In the sec-
ond set she nearly battled 
for her life before ultimately 
putting down her oppo-
nent, Efe news reported.

This marks the 10th 
consecutive time that 
Williams has reached the 
quarterfinals at the annual 
tourney, although she did 
not play in 2017 when she 
took time off as she became 
a mother.

“It wasn’t an easy match 
at all. (Kanepi) obviously 
knows how to play,” Wil-
liams said. “I was just happy 
to get through it.”

However, after clearly 
dominating in the first set, 
taking 24 out of 30 points, 
firing 14 winners and com-
mitting only two unforced 
errors, Williams seemed to 
lose her focus as the 44th-
ranked Kanepi overcame 
her initial tightness.

It  was Kanepi who 
had eliminated the No. 
1-ranked Simona Halep 
of Romania on the first 
day of the Open, and she 
has made it to Grand Slam 
quarterfinals about half a 
dozen times.

With Williams faltering, 
Kanepi came on strong, 
returning her rival’s serves 
especially well and boring 
in as the American con-
tinued to make unforced 
errors to take the second set 
4-6 after both players broke 
each other’s serve once.

In the third set, in an-
other momentum shift, 
Williams appeared to set-
tle down again, moving 
through the games rela-
tively well for the 6-3 result 
to take the match and earn 
her ticket to the quarterfi-
nals. The set Williams lost 
to Kanepi was the first one 
to get away from her at the 
2018 US Open, including 
in the 6-1, 6-2 win over her 
older sister Venus on Friday.

Williams will now go up 
against Karolina Pliskova 
in the quarterfinals, after 
the Czech player defeated 
Australia’s Ashleigh Barty 
6-4, 6-4 earlier on Sunday.

Yaya Toure

and took 192 wickets.
The highlight of his ca-

reer was the 1999 World 
Cup where he was ad-
judged Player of the Tour-
nament.

Meanwhile, the DDCA 
has also announced the 
names of the coaches for 
the various age group 
teams.

For the U-23 team, T 
Anand will be the chief 
coach with Hitesh Jain and 
Robin Singh Jr being ap-
pointed batting and bowl-
ing coaches respectively.

In the U-19, Rajeev 
Vinayak will be the chief 
coach with NS Negi as the 

assistant coach and V Ara-
vind as the bowling coach.

In the U-16s, Pankaj 
Joshi will be the batting 
coach while Arun Singh will 
be the bowling coach.

For the U-14s, Pradeep 
Chawla is the batting coach 
and Joginder Singh the 
bowling coach.

The women’s selection 
committee was also an-
nounced with Anjum Cho-
pra, Jaya Sharma and Renu-
ka Dua being the members 
of the senior panel.

The junior women’s 
committee comprise Amita 
Sharma, Reshma Gandhi 
and Vandana Gupta.

Madrid, Sep. 3 (AP): Former 
Brazil great Ronaldo took 
over Monday as the major-
ity stakeholder in recently 
promoted Spanish club Val-
ladolid, saying he is bring-
ing his soccer expertise to 
help the team succeed.

Ronaldo now owns 51 
percent of the shares of the 
club. He will preside over 
the board of directors while 
Carlos Suarez will remain 
club president, a job he 
held before Ronaldo’s ar-
rival.

‘’I’m really excited,’’ 
Ronaldo said at Valladolid’s 
city hall. ‘’My entire life 
has been about football 
and this is another great 
challenge for me, a very 
big one.’’

The former Brazil strik-
er said ‘’transparency’’ and 
‘’competitiveness’’ will be 
part of the basis of his man-

agement.
Financial details were 

not immediately available, 
but local media said the op-
eration was worth about 30 
million euros ($35 million).

‘’I’ll try to put all my 
soccer knowledge at the 
players’ disposal and will 
try to manage the club effi-
ciently,’’ he said. ‘’I want the 
club and the city to grow.’’

Valladolid, which is 
based in a city of about 
300,000 people, is playing 
in Spain’s top division for 
the 41st time in its 90-year 
history. It last played in the 
top league in 2013-14.

Suarez said the deal 
with Ronaldo will ‘’put Val-
ladolid on the map.’’

‘’This is an important 
step for the growth of the 
club,’’ the club president 
said.

Ronaldo, who played 

at Barcelona and Real Ma-
drid during his career, won 
World Cups with Brazil in 
1994 and 2002. He became 
a successful businessman 
after retiring, owning com-
panies and managing play-
ers.

He said he will be fully 
committed to his new proj-
ect.

‘’What do you think? 
That I’ll buy a club and then 
go on vacation?’’ Ronaldo 
said. ‘’There’s a lot of work 
to do, you have to stay close. 
I’ll be as committed as pos-
sible, but there is a manage-
ment team in place and I’m 
very happy with it.’’

He said there’s a lot to 
handle after ‘’hasty’’ ne-
gotiations to finalize the 
club’s take over. Ronaldo 
and the club were in talks 
during the offseason and 
the agreement reportedly 

wasn’t completed until last 
week.

‘’Little by little we will 
plan everything so this club 
can aspire to great things 
and grow as much as pos-
sible,’’ he said. ‘’This city 
and this club have a lot of 
potential.’’

Valladolid opened with 
a 0-0 draw at Girona, lost 

to defending champion 
Barcelona 1-0 and drew 0-0 
at Getafe. It’s next game is 
against Alaves.

‘’From now on we will 
focus on planning for the 
future, prioritizing the 
team,’’ Ronaldo said. ‘’It’s 
crucial that we keep gain-
ing points so we can remain 
in the top.’’

Berlin, Sep. 3 (AFP): Bayern Munich 
president Uli Hoeness, exasperated 
by two long and eventually failed 
transfer negotiations with Paris 
Saint-Germain, fired off a volley of 
criticism at the French club’s sports 
director Antero Henrique in an 
interview Monday.

PSG made bids for Bayern 
defender Jerome Boateng and 
Portuguese international Renato 
Sanches over the summer but the 
way Henrique went about his busi-

ness left Hoeness seething.
“I’ll give Paris Saint-Germain 

a bit of advice - they should find a 
new director of sport,” said Hoe-
ness, who was re-elected as Bayern 
president in 2016 after serving 
21-months in jail on tax evasion 
charges.

“This guy does not project the 
right image. If PSG want to become 
a world-class club they cannot al-
low themselves to have a sporting 
director like this one,” he said in an 

interview published in Kicker on 
Monday.

Hoeness claimed Henrique 
behaved poorly in his negotiations 
for both players, although he did 
not go into detail.

The 29-year-old Boateng had 
been interested by PSG’s project 
under new German coach Thomas 
Tuchel, but Bayern put a 50-mil-
lion-euro price tag on him with the 
French offer falling short of that.

Bayern Munich also say they 

struck a deal for Sanches but that 
PSG then tried to bargain them 
down afterwards.

The Bavarian club’s sports di-
rector Hasan Salihamidzic also 
stuck the boot in on Paris on Sat-
urday after the club’s 3-0 win over 
Stuttgart.

“I do not want to insult any-
body. But I will tell you - you can’t do 
things like that to Bayern Munich. 
Especially when it is about that kind 
of player,” he told Sky TV.

Ronaldo
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Players of Khriekesa FC (in blue and red) and Agape FC in action during their quarterfinal match at the 
Kohima local ground on Monday.

EM Images

Neiphretuo Zhunyu, in the middle, poses with his medal and citation after winning a bronze medal 
in belt wrestling, U-60 kg category, at the 3rd World Nomad Games at Cholpon Ata Kyrgyzstan, on 
Monday. He is flanked by sports officials and members of the NWA. (Photo courtesy: NWA)
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Ronaldo, Modric and Salah on 
FIFA player of the year shortlist

England's lower order made all the difference, says Virat KohliMoudgil, Chandela secure Olympic quotas at World Championship

Injured Lloris ruled out of France matches

Tottenham to play all Champions League group matches at Wembley

Mourinho unfazed by pressure, insists Matic

Khriekesa FC humiliates Agape FC 8-1 to enter semisHeavy medal 
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London, Sep. 3 (Reuters): 
Cristiano Ronaldo, Luka 
Modric and Mohamed 
Salah have been nominat-
ed as finalists for the Best 
FIFA Men’s Player Award, 
the world soccer govern-
ing body announced on 
Monday.

Ronaldo, who has won 
the award for the last two 
years, helped Real Madrid 
claim a third consecutive 
Champions League crown 
before securing a transfer 
to Juventus.

Midfielder Modric, also 
part of Madrid’s Champions 

League triumph, finished 
runner-up with Croatia at 
the World Cup, winning 
the best player award at the 
tournament in Russia.

Egyptian forward Salah 
scored 44 goals for Liver-
pool last season, helping 
the English club reach the 

Champions League final 
where they were beaten by 
Real.

France’s World Cup win-
ning captain Hugo Lloris is 
in contention for the goal-
keeper of the year award, 
alongside Golden Glove 
winner Thibaut Courtois 
and Danish shot-stopper 
Kasper Schmeichel.

Former Real Madrid 
boss Zinedine Zidane, 
France coach Didier Des-
champs and Croatia’s Zlatko 
Dalic were on the shortlist 
for coach of the year award.

The women’s player of 
the year award will be con-
tested between Olympique 
Lyonnais duo Ada Heger-
berg and Dzsenifer Ma-
rozsan, who enjoyed an un-
beaten league season and 
lifted the Women’s Cham-
pions League, and Brazil’s 
triumphant Copa America 
Femenina captain Marta.

The awards ceremony 
will take place in London 
on Sept. 24.

London, Sep. 3 (Reuters): 
India skipper Virat Kohli 
said the England’s “frustrat-
ing” lower order batsmen 
proved the difference as the 
hosts won the fourth test in 
Southampton by 60 runs for 
an unassailable 3-1 lead in 
the series.

Set 245 for a series-level-
ling win, India were bowled 
out for 184 on Sunday and 
Kohli said his team were 
undone by the likes of Sam 
Curran, Ben Stokes, Moeen 
Ali and Jos Buttler defying 
their bowlers in both in-
nings.

“It is quite handy to have 
guys who can strike the ball 
well at six, seven and eight 
because you have nothing 
to lose,” Kohli told reporters.

Changwon, Sep. 3 (PTI): 
Anjum Moudgil and Apurvi 
Chandela became the first 
set of Indian shooters to 
secure quota for the 2020 
Olympics by winning a sil-
ver and finishing fourth 
respectively in the women's 
10m air rifle event of the 
ISSF World Championship 
here Monday.

Moudgil finished sec-
ond on the podium behind 
Korean Hana Im (251.1) and 
ahead of bronze-medallist 
Eunhea Jung (228.0), who is 
also from Korea.

The 24-year-old Moudg-
il shot a total of 248.4 in the 
eight-women final to open 
the Indian senior squad's 
medal account in the pres-
tigious tournament.

While the equally tal-
ented Chandela aggregated 
207 to finish fourth but still 
made the cut since a coun-
try can avail two Olympic 
quota places in this event.

T h e  In t e r n a t i o n a l 
Shooting Sport Federation's 

London, Sep. 3 (AFP): 
Nemanja Matic insists Jose 
Mourinho can guide Man-
chester United back into 
the Premier League title 
race because the under-fire 
manager doesn't let pres-
sure affect him.

Successive defeats 
against Brighton and Tot-
tenham condemned United 
to their worst start to a sea-
son for 26 years and put 
Mourinho's position in the 
spotlight.

Last  Monday's  3-0 
loss to Tottenham was the 
heaviest home defeat of 
Mourinho's managerial 
career, a setback that trig-
gered speculation the Por-
tuguese coach might be 
sacked.

Mourinho was em-
broiled in a close-season 
feud with United's exec-
utive vice-chairman Ed 
Woodward over transfer 
policy, and also criticised 
United star Paul Pogba for 
his lack of effort last season.

But United midfielder 
Matic says Mourinho's ex-
plosive antics, which also 
fuelled a rant at the media 
following the Tottenham 
game, can actually help be-

cause they take the atten-
tion away from his players.

Mourinho's men re-
sponded to the crisis with 
a 2-0 win at Burnley on 
Sunday and Matic said: "He 
was very confident before 
the game he prepared the 
game in a very good way.

"We knew where they 
could cause us problems 
with the long balls, that is 
why (Marouane) Fellaini 
played close to our defence, 
to stop the long balls and 
I think this performance 
shows that how we need 
to play football and we still 
can compete for the title.

"Of course, he knows 
what he is doing (in press 
conferences) for sure. You 
probably know that also. 
It's good for us also.

"He is one of the best 
managers in the world, you 
know what he won in his 
career so that shows you 
everything."

Despite United's splut-
tering start, Matic, a Pre-
mier League winner under 
Mourinho at Chelsea, has 
not seen any difference in 
his manager this season.

"No, no. I think he is 
dealing very well with the 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 3 (EMN): 
Vimelie scored a hat-trick 
as Khriekesa FC thrashed 
Agape FC 8-1 to enter the 
semi-finals of the ongo-
ing district level football 
competition, in memory 
of Capt (late) N Kenguruse, 
MVC played here at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Monday.

Vimelie’s hat-trick, 
two goals each from Khri-
eneituo Kezieo, Akuo-u, 
and Velukho’s goal for 
Khriekesa helped the team 
run riot against their Agape 
FC.

In the first half both 
team scored a goal each 
with Vimelie opening the 
score for Khriekesa FC in 
the 10th minute while Pe-
teneizo scored in the 35th 
minute for Agape FC to 
make it 1-1 till the first half.

However it was a differ-
ent story in the second half 

as Khriekesa scored seven 
goals in the process with 
Vimelie completing his hat-
trick in the 64th minute. 
Khrieneituo Kezieo and 
Akuo-u scored two goals 
each and Velukho with a 

goal in the second half to 
finish the game.

Kohima Battalion of 
Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) is 
organising the tournament 
from Sep. 1 till the 5th. The 

second day of Capt (Late) N 
Kenguruse Football Tour-
nament was attended by 
Nicky Kire, Advisor Rural 
Department as the special 
guest.

It may be mentioned 

Naga FC got a bye in pool 
B and directly entered into 
semi-finals while Nehrema 
Vill FC beat Twenty XI 5-2 to 
enter into the semifinals of 
the tournament. 

Zale Neikha, Advisor 
for Youth Resources and 
Sports will attend the semi-
final matches as the special 
guest.

The final match of the 
Capt (Late) N Kenguruse, 
MVC Football Tournament 
will be played on Sep. 5 
from 2:30 pm onwards at 
the Kohima local ground 
wherein the top two teams 
of the tournament will then 
represent Kohima district 
in the forthcoming ‘Cap-
tain (Late) N Kenguruse 
State Level Football Tour-
nament.

Tuesday’s matches
1st SF: Naga FC vs Neh-

rema Vill FC at 12 pm
2nd SF: Ziekiezou SC vs 

Khriekesa FC at 2 pm

“Once you get a partner-
ship going it can be frustrat-
ing for the opposition.”

England’s four batsmen 
in those three positions 
added close to 300 runs in 

the match with Curran in 
particular impressing on his 
recall to the team by scoring 
78 and 46.

India’s Hardik Pandya, 
Rishabh Pant and Ravi-
chandran Ashwin managed 
48 runs from the same three 
spots, further highlighting 
the batting woes of the tour-
ists in the series.

“No team likes to see 
players getting runs lower 
down but they have guys 
who are fearless and back 
their skills,” Kohli added.

“I would like to congrat-
ulate Sam Curran, he has 
been a nice find for England 
and he is doing really well 
for them.”

The fifth and final test 
starts at The Oval on Friday.

Clairefontaine-en-Yvelines 
(France), Sep. 3 (AFP): 
France World Cup-winning 
captain Hugo Lloris will 
miss his country's games in 
the inaugural UEFA Nations 
League this week due to a 
thigh injury, coach Didier 
Deschamps confirmed on 
Monday.

Lloris missed Spurs' 
2-1 defeat at Watford in the 
English Premier League 
on Sunday and will now sit 
out France's games against 
Germany in Munich on 
Thursday and at home to 
the Netherlands on Sunday.

The uncapped Mont-
pellier goalkeeper Benjamin 
Lecomte has been called up 
to the squad as a replace-
ment for Lloris.

With Marseille's Steve 
Mandanda -- the regular 
back-up to Lloris -- also 
absent due to injury, Paris 
Saint-Germain's Alphonse 
Areola is set to win his first 

cap when France play Ger-
many in a meeting of the 
last two world champions.

Areola went to the 
World Cup but did not play 
a single game in Russia as 
Les Bleus won the trophy 
for the second time.

"The fact he came with 
us to the World Cup means 
I consider him to be one 
of the three best French 
goalkeepers. He knows the 
squad well, so this is not 
all new to him," said Des-
champs of Areola.

"We have these two 
matches and logically he 
will take the number one 
spot."

Lloris was at France's 
training centre at Claire-
fontaine, south of Paris on 
Monday, to have his injury 
assessed by medical staff.

It has been a complicat-
ed start to the new season 
for the 31-year-old, who 
was charged with drink 

pressure," Matic said.
"That is why he is here 

in Manchester United. I 
don't see any difference."

The win at Burnley 
means United sit on six 
points after four games, 
trailing six points behind 
leaders Liverpool.

But Matic knows it is far 
too soon for critics to write 

off United's title bid.
"Someone needs to lose 

to drop the points and it's 
still too early to say some-
thing," he said.

"We will see in March 
where we are because in 
March you can see who is 
fighting for the title, who is 
not, who is fighting to be in 
the top 4. It is still too early."

driving last month after 
being arrested in central 

London in the early hours 
of August 24.

(ISSF) premier tournament 
assumes added significance 
as it is the first Olympic 
quota event for the Tokyo 
Games, offering as many as 
60 berths across 15 events.

Bo t h  Mo u d g i l  a n d 
Chandela's sequence of 
scores in the finals included 
quite a few high 10s, an in-
dication that the two were 
shooting well. Earlier in the 
qualifications, Moudgil and 
Chandela finished fourth 

and sixth respectively.
Though the two shoot-

ers have secured quotas, 
as per the stated policy, the 
National Rifle Association 
of India (NRAI) will take the 
final call on selection, based 
on the aggregate scores of 
shooters (in international 
tournaments and selec-
tion trials) leading up to the 
Olympic Games.

In the men's 10m air 
rifle event, Asian Games 

medallist Deepak Kumar 
cleared the qualification but 
finished sixth in the highly 
competitive final which was 
dominated by Russia and 
Croatia.

India had on Sunday 
bagged two medals in the 
junior events, even as the 
seniors failed to make the 
finals of mixed events in 
10m air rifle and air pistol. 
The junior events are not 
offering quotas.

London, Sep. 3 (Reuters): 
Tottenham Hotspur will 
play all their Champions 
League group matches at 
Wembley as they continue 
to wait for the move into 
their new stadium, the Pre-
mier League club said on 
Monday.

Spurs were initially 
scheduled to play their first 
game at the new 62,000-ca-
pacity White Hart Lane 
venue on Sept. 15 against 
Liverpool but safety issues 
meant they switched the 
game along with the next 
home fixture to Wembley.

Mauricio Pochettino’s 
side will now host Barce-
lona (Oct. 3), PSV Eind-

hoven (Nov. 6) and Inter 
Milan (Nov. 28) in Group 
B at Wembley, 
where they 
played their 
home match-
es last season.

S p u r s 
will also en-
tertain Man-
chester City 
in the Premier 
League at the 
national sta-
dium on Oct. 
29.

T h e 
m a t c h  w a s 
originally due 
to take place on Oct. 28, 
but with Wembley hosting 

a National Football League 
game between Philadel-

p h i a  E a g l e s 
and Jackson-
ville Jaguars, a 
new date was 
agreed.

S p u r s 
c h a i r m a n 
Daniel Levy 
said the club 
was doing ev-
erything to de-
liver the new 
stadium in the 
shortest pos-
sible time.

“Amongst 
t h e  c o n s e -

quences of the delay have 
been substantial additional 

costs, not least of which the 
need for alternative venue 
hire, along with the incon-
venience for our fans and 
those of our opposition,” 
Levy said in a statement.

“Mauricio, his staff and 
the players, have been ex-
ceptional in their support 
and fully embraced the 
changes of venue with total 
positivity. They have my 
utmost respect.

“As soon as we have 
confidence in our project 
managers’ and contractors’ 
ability to deliver against the 
revised schedule of works, 
we shall be able to issue 
dates for test events and the 
official opening game.”


