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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 2 (EMN): Stat-
ing there to be no ‘positive re-
sponse’ from the authorities, the 
2016-batch Nagaland Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
Teachers’ Association (NRMSATA) 
has decided to intensify its agita-
tion by taking to a peaceful sit-in 
protest outside the directorate of 
School Education (SE), in Kohima 
starting on September 4. 

The NRMSATA-2016 has been 
boycotting class since August 27 
to protest what it termed the “hu-
miliating office memorandum” 
directing teachers to either accept 
a reduced payment by INR 6315 
within a month or face termina-
tion.

“The government has till date 
shown no interest in addressing 

the issue of this manipulative 
document which is nothing short 
of imposed slavery and severe 
discrimination,” the association 
stated. 

Talking to Eastern Mirror, 
NRMSATA’s President Sao Venuh 
said a meeting with the mission 
director, SE’s director and others 
on September 1 had discussed at 
length the problems faced by the 
department as well the grievances 
of the association.

Although both the parties ar-
rived at a mutual understand-
ing, Venuh said that the ‘actual 
outcome of the meeting was not 
satisfactory as nothing concrete 
came out of the meeting.’ He said 
that the teachers were compelled 
to intensify its agitation having 
been left with no option.

Giving a highlight of the is-
sue through a press release, the 
association stated that “the issue 
of reduction in salary arose when 
the ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD), govt. of 
India began implementing the 
new scheme called the Sama-
gra Shiksha Abhiyan which is a 
merger of erstwhile Sarva Shikhsha 
Abhiyan(SSA) and Rashtriya Mad-
hyamik Shikhsa Abhiyan (RMSA) 
in the state.” 

This merged scheme’s (Sama-
gra Shiksha Scheme) document, 
it stated, does not in any way 
distinguish the SSA and RMSA 
teachers. The salary structure of 
the program is thus based strictly 
on different sections of the school 
they are teaching:  up to INR 15,000 
for primary teachers; up to INR 

20,000 for upper primary teachers; 
and up to INR 25,000 for secondary 
teachers. 

Based on the stated amount 
of INR 25,000, the association’s 
President Venuh and General Sec-
retary Haisoliabe Ndang said that 
the office memorandum served to 
the RMSA teachers was not only 
‘discriminatory.’ It is also ‘irrational 
and invalid’ as it is ‘adduced using 
only those cherry picked contexts 
of the scheme which are of their 
advantage to make it resemble 
as though it were the whole truth 
thereby befooling the employees.’ 

“Further, attempted use of 
psychological intimidation of 
termination invoking the basis of 
engagement order is highly atro-
cious and misleading” the release 
added. 

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): The exchange of words 
between the ruling Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) and the opposition Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) continues in the newspa-
pers even as the NPF on Sunday told the NDPP 
“stop whining and kick-start work on their tall 
promises made to the people of the state.”

In a statement, the NPF stated that it found 
ridiculous that the ruling party was ‘trying to 
cover up its callous actions by justifying them.’ 
“Random appointments made with various sta-
tus (sic) including that of their kith and kins (sic) 
of the highest bidders as a way of connecting 
with the grassroot people is not doing justice to 
the toiling masses of Nagaland.

“The NPF finds it malicious the NDPP justi-
fication stating that they pose no additional bur-
den to state exchequer with their extra baggage. 
People of the state know exactly what they are 
up to. Moreover, these random appointments 
undermine the capability of the duly elected 34 
MLAs in the PDA govt,” it read. 

The party ‘appreciated the fact that NDPP 
has finally come to accept the NPF’s 4 years ad-
ministration marred by one crisis after another 
at the behest of the leadership who are presently 
running the state affairs of the state.’

“NPF finds no reason to apologise to the 
NDPP for apparently using a particular vocabu-
lary which seems to have upset them. The NDPP 
should start focusing on providing roads and 
helping rain-affected people in the state. 

“Diversion of public fund and deviation 
from issues of public importance has become 
the hallmark of NDPP-led PDA government and 
yet many of its members continue to idolise the 
government in every way possible. It will do a lot 
of good if such individuals identify and evaluate 
issues at hand instead of misleading the general 
public with sugar-coated statements in the me-
dia,” it alleged.

Further, the NPF stated to the NDPP that 
in any democratic system the opposition party 
points out the ‘misdeeds of the government 
which in public interest ought to be responded 
by the government instead of driving such mat-
ters to worthless debates and paper war.’

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Public Rights 
Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF) has alleged anoma-
lies in the distribution of food 
grains from the National Food 
Security Act of 2013 (NFSA) in 
the state.

In a statement that was 
issued on Sunday, the group 
stated that the existing An-
tyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) 
households, which constitute 
the poorest of the poor, receive 
35 kg of food grains per house-
hold per month. “Nagaland 
receives 16,625 metric ton 
(MT) annually with monthly 
allocation of 1385 MT (19 lakh 
kg per month) and from PHH 
(Priority Household) Naga-
land receives 76,331 MT with 
monthly allocation of 6360 
MT (40 lakh kg per month). 

“However, to utter shock 
of NPRAAF it was found that 
in most villages in Nagaland, 
AAY reach the beneficiaries 
only once in 2 or 3 months and 
there has been some instances 
where the rice is sold to the 
beneficiaries at a higher price 
in the village. The identified 
household under the scheme 
are entitled 35 kg per month. 
However it was found that 
in most villages NPRAAF in-
teracted AAY scheme is not 
known,” read the statement. 

In many villages, it stated, 
families receive rice under 
PHH which is about 3 or 4 
kg per person once in two 
or three months ‘which is in 
violation of NFSA guidelines.’ 
Even if each district in Naga-
land were to receive one lakh 
kg each of rice under AAY, the 

group stated, Nagaland can-
not use up more than 13 lakh 
kg in aggregate. 

“Even under Dimapur dis-
trict, most villages receive 
25+25 = 50 kg per household 
once in two months under 
AAY which is also in violation 
of GoI guidelines. It is also 
shocking that thousands of 
beneficiaries are non-Nagas 
even though on paper it shows 
utilisation of 602.90 quintal 
under AAY and 10284.90 quin-
tal under PHH covering popu-
lation of 295779 ( two lakh 
ninety five thousand seven 
hundred seventy nine ) which 
has registered 54818 (fifty 
four thousand eight hundred 
eighteen) ration card holders 
with their Aadhar card as per 
record.  

More on page 5
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Dimapur, Sep. 2:  “Why are 
you looking sad, Aayon (name 
changed)?” the teacher asked. 

“My mother did not give me 
pocket money for today because 
I wrote ‘dear’ for ‘bear’,” Aayon 
replied. “She always complains 
that I am careless.”  

“Yes, you are, Aaron,” the 
teacher too approved it. Aayon 
was in tears.

Aayon is eight years old and 
studying in class-III. He always 
had confusion between the 
letters ‘b’ and ‘d,’ besides the 
‘p’ and the ‘q’.  He reads ‘eat’ 
as ‘tea’ and ‘pat’ as ‘tap.’  He 
started complaining about pain 
in the eyes when reading. An 
eye examination did not show 
any problem.  He developed 
a dislike for school work. The 
school’s counsellor advised his 
parents to take him to a psychol-
ogist.  It was the psychologist 
who assessed him and found 
him to have the problem of ‘spe-
cific learning disability’ (SLD).  

Expectation from children 
in education in the recent years 
is becoming too demanding. 
Children are expected to score 
high marks in all subjects.  When 
students perform poorly at 

school, teachers, and schools 
are blamed for the pupils’ per-
formance.

Poor performance in the ac-
ademics may be due to several 
factors.  When a child struggles 
in academics in school, the first 
question one can raise is about 
the intellectual functioning of 
the child for which an intelligent 
quotient (IQ) test is warranted. 
If the IQ is below 70, the child 
is said to have intellectual dis-
ability (ID). 

About 2-3% of children in 
India are considered having this 
disability, a medical practitioner 
at the Developmental Paedi-
atrics department of Christian 
Institute of Health Sciences and 
Research (CIHSR) said.  Regu-
lar school curriculum will not 
benefit children with intellec-
tual disability; the curriculum 
is meant for children with aver-
age IQ i.e., 90-110.  They need 
special schooling with trained 
‘special teachers.’

Others may score an aver-
age IQ in intelligence testing, 
yet may have problems in the 
academics due to SLD, which 
Aayon had.  If the problem is 
present in reading it is called 
Dyslexia; in writing it is called 

Dysgraphia; Dyscalculia for 
mathematics. There are spe-
cial assessments available to 
diagnose SLD in children.  It 
is difficult to identify the dis-
ability in children before the 
age of seven. About 5-6% of 
children are found to have the 
disability in the country.  There 
are trained special teachers 
who help such children through 
remedial teaching programmes.

There are other children 
who suffer from inattention 
and restlessness, which is oth-
erwise called attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder.  This 
may be present in about 4-5% of 
children because of which they 
struggle with having to sit qui-
etly or in having to focus their 
attention on anything.  There 
are specific assessments to find 
out the severity of the condition 
based on which intervention 
strategies are worked out.  Such 
children may need either be-
havioural intervention or both 
behavioural and pharmacologi-
cal intervention to control the 
disorder.

Other group of children 
within the similar grouping of 
learning disorders may have 
difficulty in socialising; some 

may also have lost their com-
municative skills after the age 
of two.  They may prefer being 
alone most of the time getting 
engaged in repetitive and odd 
behaviours such as finger play, 
poor eye contact, spinning 
of wheels, sudden emotional 
outburst without obvious rea-
son; fear of objects; walking 
on toes, and such behaviour.  
These are the features of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder.  This con-
dition will be diagnosed using 
specific assessment tools. The 
intervention may be charted 
using behaviour modification 
techniques.  

Often, such as the men-
tioned disabilities are misun-
derstood by the public as some 
form of “mental illness.”  It is 
important for one to know that 
these are all different forms of 
disabilities which are invisible 
in character.  Proper diagno-
sis and timely intervention by 
well-qualified and experienced 
specialists can minimise the se-
verity of mentioned disabilities.  

Also, many parents and 
schools tend to ignore children 
with such disabilities consider-
ing them to be minor issues and 
also because they are not aware 

about how to approach it. They 
might realise it only when the 
case turns severe. Associated 
ailments such as seizures and 
other similar conditions can oc-
cur in some of the children with 
the disorders. 

Apparently, these children 
with look normal but they are 
often ignored among peers or 
the society due to their lack of 
intelligibility. They need spe-
cial attention and therapy to 
break loose from such disabili-
ties. The consequence: The 
child becomes more depend-
ent on others throughout their 
life. If intervention is essential, 
the chances of such children 
gaining useful skills are much 
higher. 

A multidisciplinary group of 
specialised professionals con-
sisting of psychologists, special 
teachers, speech therapists, 
occupational therapists, social 
workers, physiotherapists, pae-
diatricians, and related special-
ists can jointly devise effective 
and appropriate intervention 
strategies by which the child 
with special needs can benefit 
at the maximum. 

‘Precious Gems School’ of 
the Developmental Paediatrics 

department of CIHSR was start-
ed with the objective of being an 
intervention for children with 
special needs. The department 
was founded by Dr. Y Simpson, 
in March 1 2016. It is located at 
4th Mile in Dimapur. 

Not many are aware of the 
centre. Eastern Mirror inter-
acted with Dr. Simpson on 
Wednesday. Till now, only eight 
schools have come forward to 
receive therapy that is offered by 
the centre. Interestingly, there 
are over 50 schools in Dimapur.

Dr. Simpson said that till 
now 81 children had been reg-
istered since the past two years 
of its introduction. One may 
assume that there will be many 
children whose parents are 
still unaware about the special 
classes being offered by the 
centre.  

The centre focuses on in-
tellectual and developmental 
disabilities by training children 
and their parents. The parents 
are also trained simultaneously.

Provisional diagnoses are 
taken after the child being ini-
tially assessed which is through 
collecting birth history and 
developmental history.

More on page 5
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Dimapur, Sep. 2: Congress 
MP (Lok Sabha) from As-
sam Gaurav Gogoi on 
Sunday accused Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
of ‘compromising the se-
curity of the country while 
hiding behind closets of 
secrets.’ He was addressing 
a press conference at the 
Tourist Lodge in Dimapur 
concerning the Rafale con-
troversy.

In 2015, Modi an-
nounced that India would 
purchase 36 French Rafale 
fighter jets in a defence 
deal with France, when 
originally under the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance 
(UPA) government it was 
informed that 126 fight-
er jets were meant to be 
bought for India’s defence, 
according to the Congress 
leader.

“Unilaterally, Modi 
compromised the security 
of the country by bringing 
down the number of jets to 
36,” Gogoi said.

The claim about the 
Rafale scam, according to 
the Congress, is that a loss 
of INR 41,205 cr. of public 
money had been procured 
by purchasing an INR 526 
cr. aircraft for INR 1670 cr. 
per jet. 

While the initial price 
per aircraft of the 126 Ra-
fales as per the interna-
tional bid that opened 
on Dec. 12 2012 during 
UPA-Congress govt comes 
to INR 526.10 cr. per air-
craft, 18 aircrafts were to 
come in ‘fly away’ con-
dition from France. 108 
aircrafts were to be made 
in India by public sector 
undertakings (PSU), Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd., 
(HAL) ‘with transfer of 
technology.’ At this price, 
36 aircrafts would have 
cost INR 18,940 cr. and 
not INR 60,145 cr., it was 
informed.

According to a state-
ment from the Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Council 
(NPCC), the mentioned 
price is apparent from 
the annual report of 2016 
of Dassault Aviation and 
from the press release of 
Reliance Defence Ltd. 

Gogoi also claimed at 
the press conference that 
the purchase was done by 
Modi without the involve-
ment of the Defence min-
ister and the consent of 
the Foreign minister while 
no Cabinet committee had 
knowledge of approval to 
the deal. 

“This only raises a lot of 
scepticism and questions. 
The prime minister is not a 
defence expert...the mon-
ey used to purchase the 
jets is not the government’s 
money. It is the public’s 
money,” he said. 

The press release from 
the NPCC also stated that 
while the prime minis-
ter and Defence minister 
both refused to divulge 
the inflated price of 36 
Rafale aircrafts claiming 
‘secrecy clause,’ the agree-
ment between India and 
France had no such clause 
on non-disclosure of com-
mercial purchase price.

‘Moreover, UPA had 
disclosed the price of Das-
sault Aviation made Mi-
rage aircraft, as also Sukhoi 
aircraft and other defence 
purchases on the floor of 
the Parliament. The Con-
gress questions of what 
Modi and the Defence 
minister are hiding and 
the refusal to reveal the 
price reeks of a scam,’ it 
stated. 

The NPCC also ques-
tioned ‘why Modi reduced 
the number of fighter air-
crafts required for Indian 
Air Force from 126 to 36? 
Citing that the 36 Rafales 
would come in Septem-
ber 2019 and the last air-
craft by 2022, that is eight 
years after the decision to 
purchase in April, 2015. 
With looming threats from 
China and Pakistan, does it 
not compromise national 
security and defeat the 
emergency purchase argu-
ment?’

According to the state-
ment, INR 36,000 cr. ‘offset 
contract’ was snatched 

from HAL, and Reliance 
got ‘defence offset con-
tract’ of INR 30,000 cr. and 
‘life cycle contract’ of INR 1 
cr.  ‘In the biggest instance 
of crony capitalism, offset-
contract worth INR 30,000 
cr. was given to a private 
company, Reliance De-
fence Ltd.,’ it stated. 

Gogoi pointed out 
that the new company 
has never “even made a 
jet wheel” and questioned 
why the Modi government 
allowed that the ‘offset 
contract’ worth INR 30,000 
cr. be given to a company 
that had zero experience 
in manufacturing fighter 
aircrafts, by passing the 
public sector undertak-
ing, HAL, which is the only 
company in India with 
decades of experience in 
manufacturing fighter air-
crafts. 

“There are no records 
of any cancellation of the 
HAL contract and the 
change to the 10-day old 
Reliance Defence Ltd,” he 
said. 

While the Congress 
party has raised multiple 
questions on the Rafale 
scam, Gogoi said that the 
Reliance Defence Ltd., 
had been ‘intimidating’ 
Congress leaders by serv-
ing legal notices. 

Gogoi took examples 
of big businessmen in the 
country like Lalit Modi, 
Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi 
and Vijay Mallya who have 
come under much scru-
tiny for embezzlement of 
crores of rupees “but all 
are still walking free and 
taking citizenships in dif-
ferent countries.” 

More on page 5

EntErtainmEnt

A file photo of the Food Corporation of India's godown at Phesama in Kohima district along National Highway 29.
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Lok Sabha MP, Gaurav Gogoi speaking at the press conference organ-
ised by the Nagaland Pradesh Congress Council in Dimapur on Sunday. 

Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the 

readers especially the 
Sangtam community 

on the occasion of 
Mongmong. May this 
festival usher in peace 
and blessings for all.
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Members of the PCCI and PTYS seen here with the children of the government residential girls’ hostel in Phek.

Students perform a skit during the event, in Dimapur on Sunday.

Forest officers and village representatives from the northern Angami-II areas pose for a group photograph 
after a seminar on human-animal conflict mitigation, in Chiephobozou town on August 31.

Colonel Anil Yadav presiding over the language committee’s meeting that was held at the ARTC&S in 
Dimapur. 

Sumi students make fire the indigenous way.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
A government residential  
girls’ hostel in Phek, ac-
commodating 50 under-
privileged students from 
different villages, has been 
functioning without proper 
funds since August 2017, 
an organisation has stated.   

The Phek Town Youth Soci-
ety (PTYS) and Phek Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (PCCI) have claimed 
that the students of this 
hostel have been surviving 
with lentil (dal) soup and 
rice owing to non-release of 
funds by the government. 

The vice president of 
PCCI, Kuvechisa and the 
president of PTYS, Neizote 
Venuh have appealed the 
state government to release 
the pending funds for the 
welfare of the students and 
smooth functioning of the 
hostel.   The two organisa-

tions visited the hostel on 
Sep. 2 after learning about 
the plight of the students.

During their visit, the 
PTYS and PCCI donated 
books and other school ma-
terials; washing and bathing 
materials; first aid kits; blan-
kets, clothes, and footwear; 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Ansta asks members to attend Teach-
ers Day prog.
The All Nagaland School Teachers’ Association (Ansta) 
has asked all its members to attend the Teachers’ Day 
programme, being organised by the department of School 
Education in collaboration with its stake holders on Sep. 5, at 
NBCC convention centre in Kohima. The association general 
secretary has requested all the government school teachers 
from Kohima rural / urban to attend the function.

Kohima Gorkha students to organise 
Teachers’ Day prog.
The Gorkha Students’ Union of Kohima will be organising a 
Teacher’s Day programme at the GPPK hall on Sep. 5 at 3:30 
pm. The union requested all Gorkha/Nepali teachers, senior 
members, students, ex-executives, unit members, NGOs, and 
well wishers to attend the programme.

CPO convenes meeting 
The Chakhesang Public Organization (CPO) have convened 
a consultative meeting on Sep. 13 at the CBCC conference 
hall in Pfutsero town at 11 am. The organisation general 
secretary has informed that the meeting has been called to de-
liberate on the important issues confronting the Chakhesang 
community. All the Chakhesang legislators both present and 
former, former CPO officials, frontal organisations, executive 
council members, area/range presidents and colleagues have 
been requested to attend the meeting. 

electrical appliances like 
emergency light, candles; 
groceries and cosmetics; 
and eatable items.  The 
members also interacted 
with the students and of-
ficials of District Education 
Officer under Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA). 

Deputy Commissioner 
of Phek, Orenthung Lotha, 
who was also present, as-
sured to extend any viable 
assistance to the students.

Addit ional  Deputy 
Commissioner Avelu mo-
tivated the students by 
narrating a anecdote of a 
underprivile ged student 
whose zeal and hard work 
made him an IAS officer. 

T Samuel, district coor-
dinator and Shevozo asst. 
dist. Coordinator while 
sharing the grievances in 
managing the hostel, ex-
tended profound gratitude 
to organisations and the 
district administrator for 
their concern.

 Warden of hostel Votalu, 
shared her vision for the 
hostel and the students.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN):  
Zeliangrong civil organi-
zations consisting of Ze-
liangrong Baudi (Assam, 
Manipur, and Nagaland), 
Zeliangrong Youth Front 
(Assam, Manipur,and Na-
galand), and Zeliangrong 
Students’ Union have 
strongly condemned the 
alleged assault meted out 
to Luangreng village lead-
ers by the NSCN (IM) on 
Sep. 1.

A press statement is-
sued by the ZCO publicity 
cell on Sunday stated that 
seven members of Luan-
greng village were beaten-
up on charge of allowing   
ZUF cadres to stay in the 
village. 

‘The NSCN (IM) de-
manded the village author-
ity to immediately bring 
a pig for their meal. They 
then physically assaulted 
the village leaders for be-
ing late in getting back to 
them,’ the press release 

stated.
In a separate incident, 

on Aug. 26 at around 1 am, 
the organisation stated that 
about 10 cadres of NSCN 
(IM) barged into Kaningdai 
Riamei’s house and assault-
ed him. 

They also claimed that 
the cadres harassed his 
wife and children at Touse-
mjang, Khoupum.

To express resentment 
on the act of the NSCN 
(IM), the public of Khou-
pum areas and Luangreng 
village organized a public 
rally on Aug. 27 at Khou-
pum and on Sep. 2 at Lu-
angreng village, according 
to the press release. 

While condemning the 
act of the group’s “tortur-
ing” the public, the organi-
sation said it has created 
fear psychosis in the minds 
of the innocent public.   

The ZCO asserted that 
‘the NSCN (IM) should not 
blame the innocent vil-

lage authority and general 
public for the presence of 
cadres of any underground 
outfits including ZUF in the 
village.’ 

Stating that the NSCN 
(IM), which is in negotia-
tion with the Govt. of India 
and on ceasefire ground, 
the ZCO alleged that the 
group entering into villages 
and disturbing the peaceful 
environment is in violation 
of ceasefire ground rules.

The ZCO said that ‘the 
Govt. of India shall bear the 
responsibility for the severe 
torture meted out to the 
innocent Luangreng village 
leaders and the people of 
Khoupum area.’ 

It asserted that GoI 
should not  al low the 
NSCN (IM) to disturb the 
peaceful and conducive 
atmosphere in the area 
on the pretext of factional 
fighting and also taking 
advantage of the peace 
negotiation.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): The 
PWD Youth Organisation 
(PWDYO) of Kohima on 
Aug. 30 carried out a drive 
to check illegal immigrants 
staying in its jurisdiction 
with fake identity cards and 
those without valid docu-
ments.  The youth organisa-
tion has reminded the land 
and house owners within 
ward no. 11 not to give out 
their houses on rent or lease 
to suspected illegal immi-
grants. It also instructed the 
people to hire only those 
with valid Inner Line Permit 
(ILP) in constructing their 
houses.

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
thanked Upper PWD Youth 
Organisation, Middle PWD 
Youth Organisation, and 
Lower PWD Youth Organi-
sation for the support ren-
dered to it during the drive. 

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): Eastern 
Naga students were declared win-
ners of the cultural competition for 
their sterling performance in drama 
based on Sangtam folktale at the 9th 
cultural day programme of Sazolie 

College, Jotsoma, held on September 
1. Chakhesang students and Sumi 
students were awarded second and 
third prizes respectively for their 
brilliant performances in folksong 
and folk fusion.

Dimapur,   Sep. 2 (EMN): 
The Salesian College of 
Higher Education of Di-
mapur organised a Bi-
ble skit competition for 
the children and youth 
of various villages, hos-
tels and orphanages on 
Sunday Sep. 2 at Bernick’s 
Hall, with Fr. Nazarius, 

the vice provincial of Di-
mapur Province as the 
chief guest.

The competition was 
conducted for two catego-
ries - English and Hindi. 
In the English-speaking 
category, the Ebenezer Or-
phanage emerged as the 
champion followed by In-

fant Jesus Church and Sa-
maguri village as the first 
and second runner-up, 
while in Hindi-speaking 
group, Khatkhatti Oratory 
was adjudged as the win-
ner followed by Chekiya 
Adivasi and Burma Camp 
as the first and second 
runner-up.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): The Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ 
Organisation (ENPO) has expressed profound gratitude to 
the chief minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio and his team 
of ministers for the concern shown to the people of the  
eastern region of Nagaland by visiting the Kiphire district 
on Aug. 30 to take stock of the destruction caused by the 
monsoon calamity. It may be mentioned that Kiphire dis-
trict has been cut off from the rest of the state for nearly one 
and half month, affecting transportation of essential goods 
and commodities to the district.

The ENPO thanked Rio and his team for extending 
philanthropic assistance in terms of cash and kind to the 
victims of monsoon rains in Kiphire district.

The Seyochung Area Students’ Union (Sasu) has also 
acknowledged the chief minister for visiting the people of 
Kiphire district. The union  has expressed gratitude to the 
CM for donating INR 10 lakh as an immediate financial aid 
and rehabilitation . The Sasu also thanked the state govern-
ment for providing rice for the district.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
Nagaland University (NU) 
conducted gram sabha 
programme at Sumi Settsu 
village under Akuluto 
block in Zunheboto dis-
trict on August 30 under 
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan Pro-
gramme. 

G r a m  s a b h a  p r o -
gramme was initiated to 
interact with the village 
elders and villagers to find 
out the problems faced by 

them and to come up with 
possible solution.

The programme was 
chaired by Dr. Rakesh Ku-
mar Chaurasia, senior sci-
entist and head of KVK, 
Zunheboto. He spoke 
about the activities that 
are needed to be taken up 
for overall development of 
village. 

Later, Dr. Kundan Ku-
mar, SMS Agri, had deliber-
ated on the importance of 

having gram sabha meet-
ing.

Head GB and village 
council chairman of Sumi 
Settsu village along with 
villagers participated in 
the programme and dis-
cussed on various prob-
lems faced by them. Based 
on the problems, action 
plan was made to resolve 
some issues related to post 
harvest technologies and 
sanitation.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
Representatives from 15 
villages under Northern An-
gami-II area have pledged 
to conserve and preserve 
forest and wildlife in their 
respective villages.

Participants took pledge 
during a seminar on human 
– animal conflict mitigation 
awareness programme, or-
ganised by Dimapur wildlife 
division in Chiephobozou 
town under Kohima district 
on Aug.  31. The programme 
was sponsored by Ministry 
of Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change, Govern-
ment of India, New Delhi.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forest 
(PCCF) and Chief Wild-
life Warden, Satya Prakash 
Tripathi, highlighted on 
the inter-dependence of 
communities and  environ-
ment. Stating that students 
are the future brand am-
bassadors of conservation, 
he urged them to carry the 
mantle of trustee for the 
environment. 

Presenting a power 
point on the importance 

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN):  A 
committee, the Town Of-
ficial Language Implemen-
tation Committee (Tolic) 
on Aug. 31 conducted its 
biannual meeting at the 
ARTC&S in Dimapur. The 
meeting was presided over 
by Colonel Anil Yadav, com-
manding officer No. 2 Train-
ing Battalion, ARTC&S.

Central government of-
fices situated in Dimapur 
attended the meet.   Lt 
Colonel Bhavana Sharma, 
secretary of the commit-
tee addressed the meeting 
while Naib Subedar (Hindi 
translator) Deshraj, present-
ed on various aspects of the 
Tolic meet. Representative 
from various govt. offices 
presented their inputs and 

reports on their progress-
es on implementation of 
“Rajbhasha Hindi” in their 
AORs and sectors. 

After analysing the 
progress on implementa-
tion of Hindi in the cen-
tral government offices 
in Dimapur, Colonel Anil 
Yadav, stressed on the im-
portance of progressive 
use of Hindi language and 
requested all members to 
implement the policies 
issued by the Government 
of India. 

He also emphasized on 
how motivational steps can 
be taken for implementa-
tion of Hindi in all offices.      

Yadav applauded the 
efforts of the committee 
members for their continu-

ous efforts on wide publicity 
of the official language.  

Badri Yadav, Research 
officer (implementation), 
department of Official Lan-
guage, Regional Implemen-
tation Office (Northeast 
region), also attended the 
meeting as the representa-
tive of Ministry of Home 
Affairs. 

He requested all the 
heads of offices, banks and 
‘PSUs’ situated in Dimapur 
town to attend the Tolic 
meet for effective imple-
mentation of the same in 
their offices.

 He further informed 
the offices to submit their 
report online and on time to 
the department for speedy 
uploading of reports.

and current scenario of for-
est and wildlife in Nagaland, 
concept of community re-
serves, status of community 
reserves, and other govern-
ment policies existing in the 
state of Nagaland, he ap-
pealed the people to protect 
forest and wildlife.

Pointing out the difficult 
role of forest officers with 
the growing challenges of 
wildlife crimes, DFO Ko-
hima, Rongsenlemla Im-
chen, urged the public to do 
away with blame game but 
take responsibility from the 
individual level by citing an 

illustration of Siyhama and 
Sendenyu villages.

Special guest and ad-
ditional advocate general 
of Gauhati High Court, Ko-
hima Bench, Kekhriengulie 
Theünuo, appreciated the 
efforts put in by the wild-
life wing and assured full 
cooperation towards any 
conservation projects in 
the near future. Theünuo 
alerted the participants on 
how social media could 
be used to their benefit to 
claim compensation dur-
ing human - animal conflict 
losses. 

He also appealed every-
one to join hands in com-
bating illegal wildlife trade 
and to look beyond one’s 
boundaries of responsibility 
to maintain the ecological 
balance for sustained sup-
ply of water and fresh air for 
future generations.

Special invitee and PA 
to ADC Chiephobozou, 
Khünyu Rino, presented 
an account of the prime 
forests of Puliebadze indi-
cating the undisturbed tall 
canopies which helps to 
harbour more wild animals 
and birds. He also stressed 

on the importance of im-
posing ban on killing of 
wild animals for a certain 
period of time to increase 
their numbers in its natural 
habitat.

Kikavi Chophi, forest 
range officer of wildlife 
crime control unit (WCCU), 
remarked that “burning 
forest and killing of wild 
animal is nothing but ruin 
of our future generations.”

Forest ranger of Puli-
ebadze wildlife sanctuary, 
Kenikrul, gave a detailed ac-
count about the state bird of 
Nagaland, Blyth’s Tragopan.

Short speeches were 
also delivered community 
representatives.

As  part of programme, a 
quiz competition amongst 
the students of Don Bosco 
School Chiephobozou was 
held which was followed by 
distribution of prizes and 
Wildlife (Protection) Act 
1972 to all the village council 
representatives.

At the end of the pro-
gramme, the participants 
took pledge conserve and 
preserve forest and wildlife 
in heir respective villages.

The annual event, jointly or-
ganised by the cultural commit-
tee and students’ council of the 
College, was organised with the 
objective to celebrate the rich and 
diverse cultures of students from 
different communities in Naga-
land and outsiders studying in the 
institution. 

The event also aimed at creat-
ing awareness among the students 
on the need to preserve their rich 
cultural heritage as well as educat-
ing the students to respect different 
cultures and people they encoun-
ter or come across in their lives. 

Dr. Puspanjoli D Nakhro, aca-
demic dean and speaker of the 
programme, said culture is the 
accumulated habits, attitudes, val-
ues, skills and material goods of the 
society into which an individual is 
born. She stressed that knowledge 
and awareness of one’s own cul-
ture is important because it not 
only gives information about the 
ancestry or past but also teaches 

to understand the purpose and 
meaning of lives and directs to-
wards the right path. 

“Our culture also teaches us 
our responsibilities and moral 
values and helps us to be compas-
sionate and respectful of others, 
thereby enabling us to co-exist 
peacefully with others,” she said. 
She urged the students to pass on 
the good qualities of their culture 
to the future generation the same 
way they are learning and receiving 
many good things from their elders 
at present.   

Cultural committee convenor, 
Ms Vetsuzolu, stated that the pro-
gramme included presentation of 
folksongs, folkdance, folk-fusion 
and enactment of folktales by 
different groups such as Angami, 
Sumi, Lotha, Ao, Chakhesang, 
Eastern Naga tribes and combined 
tribes. A display of modern attires 
based on traditional motifs by the 
students was another highlight of 
the programme. 
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A section of the people who attended the workshop organised by the Entrepreneurs Associates in the 
office of Phek Chamber of Commerce and Industries (PCCI) on September 1.

Samadangla Ao and Bendangwapang demonstrating the operation of the ACT Rice Thresher to villagers 
of Mopungchuket in Mokokchung district on September 1. 

EM ImagesKT Sukhalu

EM Images India Missions Association members and delegates posing for the lens outside the Ao Baptist Church of Diphupar, in Dimapur.

EM Images

Thsarubla Sangtam with her family members and a family friend at Salangtem Ward, Mokokchung.
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Meet Thsarubla: The tallest Naga girl Two professors invent 
rice-threshing machine

IMA summit calls for reflection on persecution of Christians

EA sensitises Phek’s street vendors on economic empowerment

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , Se p. 2 
(EMN): Towering over her 
folks, this eighteen years 
old teenager, C Thsarubla 
Sangtam, might enter the 
elite group of tallest per-
sons in the region with an 
astounding height of 6 feet 
10 inches. She could still be 
growing.

Thsarubla was born 
on October 15, 1999, to J 
Chokhase Sangtam and 
Rebecca Sangtam. The 
family moved to Mokokc-
hung town when she was 
only a month old from 
Longkhim sub-division in 
Tuensang district. Other 
members of the family in-
cluding her parents and 
one sister were all of aver-
age size.

Her father is a daily 
wage earner and mother, 
a homemaker, while her 
sister is currently pursuing 
her studies at Queen Mary 
Higher Secondary School 
at twelfth standard.  

Thsarubla’s incredible 
growth spurt did not start 
until he was 10 years old. 
Her parents disclosed that 
Thsarubla became very 
sick when was studying at 
IV standard and for which 
they took her to every hos-
pital in the state for three 
years.

The parent did not no-
tice the changes taking 
place in their daughter, 
who began to outgrow than 
her school mates as they 
were more concern about 
her poor health.

However, Thsarubla’s 
massive height came with 
a price. She was suffering 
from a rare disease called 
Acromegaly - a serious con-
dition that occurs when the 
body produces excessive 
growth hormones.

Growth hormone is re-
leased from the pituitary 
gland in the brain. When 
the gland is damaged by 
a tumour, for example, it 
releases too much or too 
little hormone. The effects 
of over-production include 
large hands, a thickening 
of the bones and painful 

Change attitude for 
real change — Sukhalu

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep.2: Advisor 
for School Education, KT 
Sukhalu, today said that 
only removing nameplates 
in cars of the ministers will 
not mean shunning the 
VIP culture and insisted on 
changing attitude to bring 
about real change in the 
society.

Speaking at the fe-
licitation programme for 
meritorious Muslim stu-
dents organised by Muslim 
Council Dimapur (MCD) 
at Christian Higher Sec-
ondary School on Sep-
tember 2, Sukhalu said the 
present PDA government 
had advocated doing away 
with the VIP culture after it 
formed the government in 
the state earlier this year.

Sukhalu advocated that 
one should not demand 
respect from others but 
earn them through one’s 
attitude and service to its 
people. Sukhalu further 
noted that he entered into 
politics with an aim to do 
something good for the so-
ciety which was to provide 
good education to students 
as they are the future of the 
society.

“Don’t want everything 
in life, but be wise enough 

joints.
Other effects of this 

condition include enlarge-
ment of jaw and other 
facial bones; overgrowth of 
bone and cartilage in the 
joints, causing arthritis, 
back pain, and curvature 
of the spine (kyphosis); 
swelling of the face, lips, 
and tongue; breathing 
problems during sleep 
(sleep apnea); thickening 
of the skin; carpal tunnel 
and other nerve entrap-
ment syndromes; and en-
largement of body organs 
such as the heart, thyroid 
gland (goitre), liver, and 
kidneys.

“Our daughter was very 
seriously bedridden. She 
had severe headaches, high 
temperature and most of 
the time in unconscious 
state. We took her to vari-
ous doctors for diagnoses. 

“In 2009, a doctor in 
Zion Hospital & Research 
Centre, Dimapur, discov-
ered a tumour in the pitui-
tary gland of the brain after 
her Magnetic Resonance 

Imaging (MRI) scan,” her 
mother told this Corre-
spondent.

“She was referred to a 
neurological institute in 
Guwahati for immediate 
treatment, however, our 
family cannot afford such 
luxurious treatment for 
our dear daughter,” said 
the mother.

After a harsh time of 
sickness and rigorous 
treatment for many years, 
Thsarubla resumed her 
studies. She came to notice 
about her height when 
she was in VIII standard. 
“I wonder why I looked 
different from other kids 
of my age,” bewildered 
Thsarubla said.

Sadly, Thsarubla’s days 
in school came to an end 
when she was studying 
in the X standard. She 
disclosed, “I have to stay 
bedridden for a week if 
I attended the day-long 
classes… My body could 
not bear the pain in my 
joints because of sitting for 
long hours.”

“I want to become a 
veterinary doctor, I love 
animals but I have to quit 
my studies,” Thsarubla 
shared her regrets.

These days, Sangtam 
mostly remained confined 
in her house expending 
time with her kittens and 
helps her mother in house-
hold chores. She is often 
visited by kids around her 
localities with candies and 
edible foods items during 
holidays.

To a query why she 
does not want to go outside 
and mingle with people, 
Thsarubla replied, “When 
I go outside, I received long 
stares from people because 
I looked different and they 
are naturally curious about 
me, which made me un-
comfortable.

“I am angry of my mas-
sive height and just want 
to be normal like others,” 
she added.

Imchawati Kichu, a so-
cial worker, said that he 
takes Thsarubla to various 
programmes to enable her 

accept her condition and 
be sociable with others.

Kichu is a managing 
director of Care & Sup-
port Society, who first met 
Thsarubla and her family 
in 2016. He had helped her 
get certified for person 
with disabilities.

As for the disadvan-
tages to Thsarubla’s height, 
she complained about not 
finding the right size of 
clothes or shoes that fit her 
and extremely difficult to 
fit into a regular-size car 
or bed. “I have to sleep di-
agonally because my bed is 
just 6 feet,” she said.

On measuring her 
height, it stood-out 6 feet 
10 inches and one of her 
foot measured 1 foot 4 
inches. Sangtam said, “I 
felt I am taller than last 
year.”

Thsarubla’s father said 
he had to place order spe-
cial size foot wears for her 
from a local cobbler in Di-
mapur and wear clothes 
stitched by her mother.

According to Dr. Ki-
langwapang, a medicine 
specialist in IMDH, if the 
tumour in the pituitary 
gland of the brain ruptured 
or bleed, the patient might 
suddenly die. He also said 
if the tumour becomes 
bigger, it might affect the 
nearby structure which 
can cause server conse-
quences.

Doctor said that the 
patients need immediate 
MRI scanning to locate the 
tumour and undergo ex-
tensive surgery to remove 
it from the gland. He as-
serted that such treatment 
is extremely expensive and 
even after successful sur-
gery the patient needs ex-
tensive medication which 
comes around INR 30000 
to 40000 for an injection 
per month.       

It is said that a tumour 
intricacy in her body made 
Thsarubla a monstrous 
lady to accomplish such 
height. She is currently 
recuperating and carrying 
on with her life joyfully.

Mokokchung, Sep. 2 (EMN): Two as-
sistant professors from Kohima Science 
College at Jotsoma, have unveiled a port-
able manual rice threshing machine that 
they have invented in Mopungchuket 
village under Mokokchung district on 
September 1.

Samadangla Ao, department of bota-
ny, and Bendangwapang, department of 
mathematics, invented the thresher with 
the aim to mitigate physical stress and 
time spent during the threshing process.

The machine that they invented is 
called ‘Agro Compatible Technology Rice 
Thresher or ACT Rice Thresher.’ The ma-
chine is made of locally available materi-
als and is pedal operated with an alterna-
tive option for hand operation.

It is especially targeted to serve rural 
farms where there is no electricity con-
nectivity and does not require fuel to op-
erate.  It can be dismantled into separate 
parts and easy to assemble. This allows for 
the sharing of a machine among multiple 
farmers.

“It is introduced to the farmers with 
the hope that it will cut their labour costs 
for threshing and save some time to en-
gage in other post-harvest or household 
activities,” they said.

“Through this introduction, we wish 
to encourage the local entrepreneurs to 
recognise the current need for mecha-

nisation of agriculture in Nagaland by 
developing compatible technology for 
efficient and improve food production,” 
they added.

The project was funded by Bendan-
gkokba, commissioner and Secretary of 
works and housing department, along 
with contributions by local entrepre-
neurs Chubanungsang Imsong of M/s C 
Steel Fabrication, Kohima (metal works), 
M/s Sagar House, Kohima, M/s Bearing 
House, Dimapur, and Artain Enterprise 
Pvt.  Ltd., Dimapur. 

Two machines were introduced and 
also demonstrated on assembling and 
operation of the machine to the villagers.

Chairman of Mopungchuket village 
council, Aosadang, has thanked Sama-
dangla and Bendangwapang for their 
work and also conveyed appreciation to 
the sponsors.

Meanwhile, the two assistant profes-
sors said that their project was not for 
profit or commercial venture. They hoped 
that farmers and local entrepreneurs 
would observe their threshing machine 
and replicate them.

The two assistant professors also con-
veyed their eagerness to assist any person 
interested in the product. They informed 
that interested people can watch their 
demonstration on YouTube by searching 
“ACT Rice Thresher Mopungchuket.”

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 2: The 41st 
India Mission Summit of 
the India Missions Associ-
ation (IMA) on the theme 
“For such a times as this” 
was held at Ao Baptist 
Church Diphupar (ABCD) 
in Dimapur. The three-
day summit cum IMA an-
nual general meeting that 
started on August 31 with 
the participation of 97 
delegates from across the 

country was said to be, in 
the history of IMA, first 
that a church has hosted 
the summit. 

“IMA, with its head-
quarter in Hyderabad, 
has 251 members who are 
involved in indigenous 
missions, Christian or-
ganisations that are in-
volved in mission. The 
association’s 41st summit 
on the theme “For such a 
times as this” was consid-

ered with the intention 
to look into India’s po-
litical-social scenario as 
the country was inclining 
towards anti-Christian 
with news of Christian 
persecution every year,” 
said IMA general secre-
tary Wati Longkumer. 

Addressing media 
persons during the in-
terval on Sunday’s Sum-
mit, Longkumer said the 
theme was adopted for 

Christians to ponder on 
their responsibility to-
wards such actions. 

Referring to Septem-
ber 1 evening missional 
celebration in which Rev. 
Dr. Z Keyho from the Na-
galand Baptist Churches 
Council spoke on the 
topic “for such a times as 
this,” Longkumer said it 
conveyed “as Christians 
our response should not 
be to react negatively but 

respond introspecting 
through prayer.”   

“Christians are divid-
ed and it was time for us 
to unite,” remarked IMA 
secretary Longkumer. 

The Summit’s theme 
that was made avail-
able to media persons 
mentioned: “We need 
no reminder that we are 
living in perilous times. 
The non-state players, 
though empowered and 

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
Continuing with its ef-
fort to assist women street 
vendors across the state, 
Entrepreneurs Associates 
(EA), in partnership with 
Caring Friends India – a 
philanthropic organisa-
tion, conducted a one-day 
workshop in Phek town 
for the street vendors. The 
day-long workshop delved 
on the issues and prob-
lems that the women face 
and the opportunities that 
are overlooked in the trade.

Addressing the gather-
ing of women vendors, 
many of whom came from 
neighbouring villages, EA’s 
CEO coordinator Neichute 
Doulo encouraged the 
women to work hard and 
commit putting aside sav-
ings for their future. As-
suring that EA would en-
sure contributing to their 
savings once it reaches 
INR 10,000, Neichute also 

talked about ways to in-
crease their incomes. 

Emphasising on poul-
try rearing for eggs, he 
challenged the women 
to make Phek district im-
port free from the next five 
years. Sharing about the 
opportunities on horticul-
ture sector, he encouraged 
planting ‘Lemon’ trees as 
it has huge scope for earn-
ing. He further advised the 
women to grow lemon on 
commercial scale. 

Earlier, ADC Phek, Avelu 
Ruho, encouraged the street 
vendors to practice honesty 
and fair business dealings. 
She exhorted them to be 
polite and practise the habit 
of offering clean and pre-
sentable products to gain 
customers.

Appreciating the effort 
made by EA, she asked the 
vendors to organise their 
business and activities bet-
ter while availing the op-

unshackled, are openly 
brawling about to enforce 
their radical religious ide-
ology. 

“It was a documented 
fact that blatant persecu-
tion against the minori-
ties, especially the Mus-
lims and the Christians 
has increased sharply in 
the past four years with 
the persecution happen-
ing mostly in rural areas 
targeting the poor and 
marginalised.

“We cannot, and must 
not remain mute specta-
tors of all that is going on 
around us and it was time 
we prayerfully introspect 
on the role God wants 
us-individually and as 
an organisation to play 
in order to counter the 
persecution.”

It was with this con-
viction that the Summit 
was held to study the con-
temporary India- its chal-
lenges and opportunities 
and to listen together, 
mentioned Longkumer.

to differentiate between 
what is good and what is 
bad for your life,” Sukhalu 
exhorted the students.

Advising the students 
on the menace of social 
media, he urged the stu-
dents to give more time to 
books than smartphones. 
Mentioning that two youth 
from Assam were lynched 
on June 8 in Karbi Anglong 
due to the misuse of social 
media, the advisor add-
ed that unverified news 
about NRC has been doing 
rounds in social media 
which is misleading the 
people.

President of Dimapur 
District Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (DCCI), 
Akashe Zhimomi, men-
tioned about the issue of 
ILP in Nagaland and made 
it clear that he is not against 
Muslims in Dimapur but 
those illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh. He urged 
the MCD to discourage its 
people from doing anti-
social activities.

“If they do something 
that is anti-social, your im-
age too will be tarnished,” 
he said. Lauding the com-
mendable job of MCD, he 
called upon them to join 
hands together to wipe out 
illegal immigrants from 
Dimapur.

MCD working presi-
dent A Rahman, in his vote 
of thanks, said MCD share 
the same feelings as Nagas 
do. He added that MCD 
has been living together 
with the Nagas for many 
years and that they are al-
ways ready to do whatever 
it takes to make a better 
society.

Rahman stated that 
MCD was constituted in 
the year 2000 and the first 
felicitation programme 
was also held in the same 
year. He said only six stu-
dents could secure 60% in 
the first year and added 
that the number has grown 
to more than 50 students in 
the recent years.

portunities offered by EA.
Avelu also guaranteed 

that the administration 
would try its best to edu-
cate citizens to buy from 
local vendors to facilitate 
their businesses. 

Besuvolu Venuh, presi-
dent of Phek area moth-
ers’ association (Pama), 

challenged the women 
vendors to promote their 
businesses at the same 
time give importance to 
educating their children 
who are the future citizens. 

President of Phek area 
farmers’ union (Pafu), 
Theputhiyi Venuh, en-
couraged the vendors to 

take their works seriously 
and attempt to enhance 
production.

The program was 
chaired by Welhikhro 
Mero, Eatacol branch 
manager, who highlighted 
the activities undertaken 
by EA through its coopera-
tive wing. While sharing 

about the possibilities and 
opportunities with the or-
ganisation, he encouraged 
the women to become 
members of the organi-
sation to plan for their 
financial future. Ngotsolo 
Therie, assistant pastor 
of PTBC, pronounced the 
invocation.

EA intends to reach out 
to 1,000 women vendors 
this year from all parts 
of the state through its 
project “Uplifting women 
street vendors.” The or-
ganisation has so far con-
ducted similar workshops 
with vendors in Pfutsero, 
Kohima, Dimapur, and 
Mokokchung town start-
ing from October 2017. EA 
has initiated the project 
with the aim to empower 
women vendors by pro-
viding trainings on finan-
cial managements, sav-
ings, healthcare, hygiene, 
and legal rights.
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Manipur University reacts to 
joining report of VC Pandey

Workshop to conserve aquatic resources held

‘Developing border infrastructure can foster 
India-Bangladesh economic prosperity’

Bogibeel Bridge to be inaugurated by PM this year — Sonowal

Livestock awareness camp held in K Station 

Lumami campus welcomes new students

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 2: The report about a 
joining report by Prof. Adya Prasad 
Pandey as vice chancellor of Manipur 
University and subsequent issuance 
of two more orders evoked sharp re-
actions from the Manipur University 
community on Sunday.

An emergency joint meeting of 
executive members of Manipur Uni-
versity Students Union (MUSU), 
Manipur University Staffs Associa-
tion (MUSA) and Manipur University 
Teacher’s Association (MUTA) here on 
Sunday afternoon resolved that “the 
competent authority should take an 
appropriate action on or before Sep. 4 
against Prof AP Pandey on his virtual 
orders being issued since Sep. 1.”

The meeting also resolved, “if the 
appropriate action is not taken by the 
competent authority against Pandey 

for his various virtual orders dur-
ing his period of leave, the agitation 
which was suspended temporarily 
on the basis of the Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA) signed on Aug. 16 
between MHRD, Manipur govern-
ment on one side and university 
community on the other in the office 
of the chief minister of Manipur, be 
resumed.”

On Sep. 1, Pandey issued a letter 
of resumption of his duty as vice-
chancellor of Manipur University 
with effect from Sep. 1 and two official 
orders which include reinstatement 
of Registrar in charge Prof M Shyam-
kesho Singh of Manipur University 
as per MHRD’s letter and banning 
of MUTA and MUSA as per Manipur 
University Act, 2005.

However MUSU, MUSA and 
MUTA in the day’s joint meeting re-

solved that “any order issued by Prof 
AP Pandey during his period of leave 
be condemned as null and void and 
so non-binding.”

As per the MoA, Pandey will be 
on leave during one month long en-
quiry and another 15 days for action 
taken report of the enquiry, says Presi-
dent M Dayaman of MUSU which 
launched the indefinite shutdown 
from May 30 demanding Pandey’s 
ouster on charges of financial and 
administrative irregularities. The 
enquiry by the independent two-
member committee is also yet to be 
started, sources claimed.

After being paralysed for 85 days, 
Manipur University reopened on Aug. 
23 after the MHRD approved of the 
MoA signed among the University 
community, the HRD and the state 
government.

Wokha, Sep. 2 (EMN): Dis-
trict Anglers Wokha Naga-
land (DAWN), in collabo-
ration with department 
of fisheries and aquatic 
resources, conducted a 
workshop on conserva-
tion of aquatic resources 
cum release of fingerlings 
funded under RKVY on 
September 1 at Doyang 

Reservoir. Speaking at the 
workshop, senior PS to 
deputy chief minister Ha-
chio Patton expressed his 
willingness to play pro-
active role in channelling 
the grievances of the fish-
ing community and de-
velopment of Doyang as a 
tourist destination. 

Resources person led 

by Sentinaro, DFO Wokha, 
and her colleagues sen-
sitised the gathering on 
sustainable fishing and 
adverse effect on the use of 
dynamites and chemical in 
Doyang.

EAC Englan, Echung-
bemo Erui, village council 
members from neighbour-
ing villages and the fishing 

Agartala, Sep. 2 (IANS): The 
economic prosperity of In-
dia and Bangladesh could 
be improved by developing 
border infrastructure and 
removing basic trade bar-
riers, top politicians and 
experts said at a seminar 
here on Sunday.

Tripura Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb, who 
inaugurated the seminar, 
said the under-construc-
tion bridge over river Feni 
in southern Tripura would 
make easier the transporta-
tion of goods between the 
northeastern states and 
the rest of the world via 
the Chittagong sea port in 
Bangladesh.

The Haldia port near 
Kolkata is 1,220 km from 

Assam while the Chit-
tagong international port 
is less than 70 km from Sab-
room in Tripura, he said.

The Chief Minister 
promised that the bridge 
would be operational by 
December next year and 
accessing Chittagong port 
would become much eas-
ier.

The Agartala Press 
Club organised the sem-
inar on “Strengthening 
Indo-Bangladesh relation-
ship” and many experts 
and politicians from both 
the countries took part in 
the event.

“For the development 
of Tripura and other north-
eastern states, many con-
struction materials can be 

imported from Bangladesh 
or can be transported via 
that country. The Bangla-
desh government will also 
earn huge revenue from 
these transportation busi-
nesses,” the Chief Minister 
said.

Former Governor of 
Bangladesh Bank (its cen-
tral bank) Atiur Rahman 
said the two countries in 
recent years had resolved 
decades old issues includ-
ing exchange of 162 en-
claves (Chhitmahals) and 
maritime boundaries.

“The friendly ties of 
the two neighbours and 
each other’s economic 
prosperity could be further 
improved by developing 
border infrastructure and 

removing remaining bar-
riers.

“However, India and 
Bangladesh are still facing 
three major challenges - 
political, infrastructural 
and regulatory. Bureauc-
racy is the main obstacle 
in making investment and 
speedy growth of trades,” 
he said.

Federation of Bangla-
desh Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (FBC-
CI) President, Shafiul Islam 
Mohiuddin urged the me-
dia for objective reporting 
on the issues relating to 
India and Bangladesh.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s Media Adviser 
Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury 
said she was keen to de-

velop deeper ties with India 
and its northeast that shel-
tered over one crore people 
who fled Bangladesh dur-
ing the 1971 liberation war.

“Bangladesh’s increas-
ing bilateral ties with India 
will continue to boost the 
economy of both the coun-
tries. 

The two neighbours are 
working in various sectors 
for mutual benefits. How-
ever, the visa norms should 
be further simplified.”

The Agartala Press Club 
Secretary Pranab Sarkar 
and editor Subal Kumar 
Dey stressed on the need 
for more such interactions 
and sharing of views to 
eliminate the misconcep-
tion over some issues.

Dibrugarh (Assam), Sep. 2 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal Sunday reviewed the 
progress in the construction of Bo-
gibeel Bridge over Brahmaputra river 
at Dibrugarh and said it would be 
inaugurated this year.

The 4.94 km bridge, work on 
which started in 2002, is the longest 
rail-cum-road bridge in India. It will 
connect Dhemaji and Dibrugarh 
districts at the north and south banks 
of Brahmaputra river.

In a meeting to takie stock of 
the construction work, Sonowal 
urged General Manger of NF Railway 
and officials of National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI) and con-
cerned agencies to complete the 
road overbridge being constructed 
over National Highway 37 connect-
ing Bogibeel Bridge within Novem-
ber 30.

He also called on the NF Railway 
to provide technical knowledge and 

required manpower for completing 
the overbridge within time.

Sonowal said that the Centre has 
been pushing for rapid infrastructure 
development in the Northeast region 
and for that, bridges like this are be-
ing completed fast.

“The commitment of the Prime 
Minister to develop this region is 
reflected at the speedy completion of 
new Saraighat Bridge and Dr Bhupen 
Hazarika Setu connecting Dhola-
Sadiya,” he said.

Saying that the Bogibeel Bridge 
will not only connect Dhemaji and 
Dibrugarh districts, Sonowal as-
serted that this longest rail-cum-road 
bridge in the country will also be cru-
cial for the economic development 
of the region, strengthen security 
apart from boosting the connectiv-
ity for the people of neighbouring 
Arunachal Pradesh also.

He exuded confidence that the 
bridge will be opened for public 

within this year and Prime Minister 
Modi will inaugurate it.

Sonowal also called for installing 
adequate lighting systems on the 
roads connecting Bogibeel Bridge 
measuring one km on each side and 
instructed exploring the possibility of 
using solar powered lights.

Taking stock of the progress of the 
proposal given to Railway Depart-
ment to prepare a special scheme 
for turning the bridge into a place 
of tourist attraction, Sonowal also 
requested the Railways to plant trees 
on both banks connected by the 
bridge.

The chief minister also thanked 
the local people of both the banks of 
the river for extending wholehearted 
cooperation which has made the 
completion of the Bogibeel Bridge 
possible and hoped that the bridge 
would be able to fulfil the aspirations 
of the people by giving an impetus to 
the development of the area.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
The department of Animal  
Husbandry and Veteri-
nary  Services conducted 
an awareness camp un-
der ASCAD 2017-18 in K 
Station under Chunlikha 
block on September 1.

Dur ing the camp, 
preventive measures for 
control of economically 

important diseases in live-
stock and poultry were 
imparted to the farmers of 
the village. 

The entire session re-
volved on the socio-eco-
nomic uplift of the rural 
people through animal 
husbandry and veterinary 
services.

Meanwhile, the chair-

man and members of K 
Station have expressed 
gratitude to the depart-
ment of animal husbandry 
and veterinary services 
and the departmental staff 
for conducting an aware-
ness camp. 

The village has looked 
forward to more of such 
camps in future.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
The Nagaland University 
Students’ Union at Luma-
mi campus, observed its 
21st ‘fresher’s day’ on Au-
gust 31 at I Ihoshe Kinimi 
Hall on the theme ‘Cogni-
sance of dawn,’ with the 
deputy commissioner of  
Zunheboto, Shanavas C as 
the event’s guest speaker. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shanavas stressed 
on dedication, diligence, 
being responsible, and to 
value social aspects of life 
to become someone great 
in the society.

Dwelling his speech on 
the theme, NU vice chan-
cellor Prof. Pardeshi Lala 
said the country need stu-
dents who are physically 
and mentally alert to drive 
the nation on the right 
track. He acknowledged 
the government for mak-
ing education a top prior-
ity with the introduction of 
MOOCs such as SWAYAM, 

Contestants of Mr & Mrs Fresher, judges, and NUSU members at the convocation on August 31.

Officials from the Veterinary department and villagers of K Station pose for a group photograph during the 
livestock awareness programme, on September 1.

Government officers, members of Dawn, and village functionaries release fingerlings into the Doyang 
reservoir, on September 1.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1928SUD0KU 1768
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Smacks
 6. ____-a-brac
 10. Actress ____ Lanchester
 14. Flies a plane
 15. A very small amount
 16. French for “Black”
 17. A class of organic compounds 

derived from ammonia
 18. Crave or covet strongly
 19. Naked
 20. Legible
 22. Latin for “Eagle”
 24. Large flightless birds
 25. Contusions
 26. Actress Ladd or Tiegs
 29. Ireland
 30. City in Nevada
 31. Hairless
 37. Get up
 39. Strive in competition
 40. Characterized by tall marsh grasses
 41. Large, medal-like pieces of jewelry
 44. Fury
 45. Experienced
 46. Loves deeply
 48. Southern state
 52. Self-conceited people
 53. Expressing an opinion or concern 

in public
 54. Surgeon’s knives
 58. Previous state of existence
 59. Wickedness
 61. Collar
 62. Mild exclamation
 63. Fijian chestnut
 64. Secreting portions of glands
 65. Communists (slang)
 66. Prostitute
 67. A retelling of events 
 
 DOWN
 1. Box or fight
 2. Citrus fruit
 3. “Inter ____” = among other things

 4. Ranch on “Bonanza”
 5. Humid
 6. Buffalo’s football team
 7. Drunkard
 8. It is (contraction)
 9. Mucous
 10. Mental weariness or 

boredom
 11. _____ “Satchmo” 

Armstrong
 12. Walk timidly or furtively
 13. Districts
 21. Flower or light ____
 23. Unusual or strange
 25. Democratic senator Joseph 

_____ Jr.
 26. Fill to bursting
 27. Not there
 28. Children’s author ____  

Blyton
 29. Poet T.S. _____
 32. City and province in central 

Spain
 33. Aviation in the  

atmosphere and in space
 34. Term of affection
 35. Sharp side of a blade
 36. Coloring liquids
 38. Like small mischievous 

beings 

 42. Accounting records
 43. Long heroic story
 47. American currency
 48. Latin for “Craftsman”
 49. Feudal lord
 50. Nymphs of Artemis (Greek 

mythology)
 51. Tough outer layers of fruit
 52. Conspicuous success
 54. Place
 55. Heroic
 56. River in the Yakutsk 

Republic of Russia
57. Slide or fall
60. Actor ___ Kilmer
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community numbering 60 
attended the workshop. 
T h e  p r o g ra m m e  w a s 
chaired by KN Mhonthung 
Lotha, president DAWN.

Meanwhile, village 
council leaders and mem-
bers from the fishing com-
munity resolved to impose 
ban on the use of dyna-
mites and chemicals for 
sustainable fishing. They 
have urged the department 
of fisheries and the state 
government to look into 
the welfare of the com-
munity.

DAWN has also called 
upon the state government 
to come out with a legisla-
tion involving community 
participation for a ban of 
dynamites and chemicals 
in rivers particularly in 
Doyang for sustainable 
fishing. It has also thanked 
Kevisa Kense, director of 
fisheries and aquatic re-
sources, and DFO Wokha 
for releasing a truck load 
of fingerlings in Doyang 
reservoir.

NDL etc and advised the 
students to make full use 
of it.

The programme was 
chaired by Medochulie Hil-
lary Ceisotsu, while the 
invocation prayer was said 
by Ms Lituna Kinimi, con-
venor of Sumi Fellowship 
Lumami, NU. The welcome 
song was presented by Ao 
Fellowship NU, Lumami, 
followed by presidential ad-
dress delivered by K Buche 

Khiamniungan, president 
NUSU (L). 

The vote of thanks was 
delivered by Jenato Achu-
mi, NUSU (L) organising 
secretary and concluded 
with a benediction said by 
Ms Jetile, prayer secretary 
EUNU (L). 

The informal session 
was hosted by Yenwang 
WK and Ms Meribeni 
Odyuo, which saw talent 
display from the students. 

Akumsunep Longchar 
and Ms Sentirenla Ao were 
crowned Mr & Miss Fresh-
er’s Nagaland University, 
Lumami 2018. 

In the individual titles, 
Mr Personality and Miss 
Congeniality were bagged 
by Luin Jamir and Ms 
Süyievelü Venuh respec-
tively. Mr and Miss photo-
genic titles were awarded 
to Hamlang Konyak and 
Ms Mughani Phucho.
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External factors behind fuel price rise, says Pradhan

Wipro wins $1.5 bn. multi-
year deal from US firm

Taparia launches cantilever tool boxes Mehul Choksi’s properties are money 
laundering assets — PMLA Authority

Surat (Guj), Sep. 2 (PTI): Union 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
Sunday blamed “external fac-
tors” for the rise in domestic 
prices of petrol and diesel, but 
said the increase is temporary. 

Talking to reporters on the 
sidelines of a conclave organ-
ised in Surat, Pradhan said the 
factors responsible for drop in 
production of crude oil have 
caused a spike in fuel prices 
in India.

“I would like to mention 
two points, and both these 
subjects are external. OPEC 
(Organisation of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries) had 
promised that it will raise pro-
duction by one million barrels 
per day, which was not raised.

“Apart from that, crises in 
countries like Venezuela and 
Iran are increasing. There is a 
pressure on oil prices due to 
decrease in production. Sec-
ondly, global currencies have 

weakened against the US dol-
lar,” he said.

Pradhan was in Surat to 
inaugurate a textile and plas-
tic investors conclave, where 
he addressed entrepreneurs, 
industry stake-holders and 
professionals from the plastic 
and textile industry.

The conclave showcased 
opportunities in textile, poly-
mer and downstream sectors in 
Odisha and eastern India.

“This is a matter of concern 

for the world economy, and 
the Indian economy is also af-
fected. But considering these 
factors, the Indian government 
is planning to put diplomatic 
pressure.

“A high-level American del-
egation is visiting India, and 
India’s two senior representa-
tives - defence minister and 
external affairs minister - will 
talk to them. All these factors 
will be discussed. I consider 
this period (of high petrol, die-

sel prices) temporary,” he said, 
referring to the 2+2 dialogue 
between the two countries in 
Delhi this week.

Fuel prices have been on 
the rise since August 16 after 
the rupee dipped to its lowest 
value against the US dollar.

Petrol and diesel prices 
had gone up by almost a rupee 
per litre within a fortnight last 
month.

Later tweeting about the 
event, Pradhan said, “Surat, 

today, is one of the largest man-
made fibre clusters in India, 
processing more than two crore 
metres of fabric a day. The 
entrepreneurial spirit of the 
people of Surat has developed 
the city into a thriving economy 
based on textile and various 
other industrial clusters”.

“It fills me with great pride 
that people from my home 
state of Odisha have played a 
key role in this economic trans-
formation journey and a huge 

number of karigars in Surat 
today belong to Odisha.

“Government’s decision 
to increase import duty on 
polyster fibre and yarn will fur-
ther give impetus to domestic 
producers,” he said in another 
tweet.  “Odisha provides an 
excellent investment opportu-
nity, being close to the demand 
pockets of eastern UP and West 
Bengal with unique coastal po-
sition to caret export demand,” 
the minister tweeted.

Bengaluru, Sep. 2 (IANS): Global 
software major Wipro on Sunday 
said it had won a $1.5 billion 
(10,500 crore) 10-year deal from 
the US-based technology firm, 
Alight Solutions LLC.

“We have won a 10-year en-
gagement to provide a suite of 
solutions and services to the 
Illinois-based Alight Solutions, 
a leader in technology-enabled 
health, wealth, human resources 
and finance solutions,” said the 
city-based IT major in a state-
ment here.

Claiming the deal to be its 
largest win so far, the com-
pany said it would generate 
$1.5-1.6-billion revenues over 
the tenure.

“We were chosen by Alight 
as its long-term strategic partner 
in its enterprise transformation 
journey to bring digital experi-
ences and offerings to employees 
and employers globally,” said 
Wipro Chief Executive Abidali Z. 
Neemuchwala in the statement 
on the occasion.

The deal will enable the dig-
ital transformation of Alight’s 
offerings across health, wealth, 
HR and finance solutions and en-
hance the employee experience 
of its clients by leveraging Wipro’s 
industry-leading strengths in 
digital technologies, cognitive 
automation and data analytics.

“Our industry-leading part-
nership with Wipro will enhance 
our client experience by drawing 
on its leading position in automa-
tion and innovation, while allow-
ing us to invest in health, wealth 
and cloud-based solutions to 
meet the needs of our clients,” 
said Alight Chief Executive Chris 
Michalak.

The deal is also a testimony 
to the capabilities Wipro built 
through its strategic investments 
in digital, cloud platforms and 
cognitive platform.

“We will leverage this exper-
tise to digitalise and modernise 
Alight’s core across platforms, 
technologies and operations,” 
added the company.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN):The Taparia 
Tool has launched cantilever tool 
boxes for storing different types of 
tools, accessories etc.

An update from the company 
issued on Sep. 2 mentioned that 
the tool boxes are heavy duty, ro-
bust, metal cantilever ideal for 
transporting and storing hand tools 
and accessories which is said to be 
ideal for both professionals and 
amateurs. 

The tool boxes are said to be 
made from high gauge steel sheet 
for higher strength and long life al-
lowing easy access to all contents. 

It has two steel handles for bal-
ance and comfortable 
carrying. Cantilev-
er tool boxes are 
assembled with 
stainless steel 
rivets for ex-
tra strength 
and they are 
powder coat-
ed for corro-
sion resist-
ances with 
locking pro-
vision, the 
update added. 

The Cantilever tool boxes are 
said to be available in three and five 
tray compartments. 

Also, Taparia tools are said to be 
well accepted and appreciated for 
its high quality performance. 

The company at present has 
large number of distributors, all 
over India. 

Since its inceptions besides 
being a brand Leader  in India “ 
Taparia” tools are being exported to 
number of countries including UK, 
USA, Denmark, Israel, Germany, 
Sweden, Norway, Finland, Dubai, 
Kuwait, Tanzania, Kenya, Hong 

Kong, Thai-
land, Mex-
ico, Brazil, 
Pa n a m a , 
Argentina, 

P a r a -
g u a y , 
U r u -
g u a y , 
E t h o -
p i a , 
E g y p t , 

Australia, 
UAE, and 

Sri Lanka. 

New Delhi, Sep. 2 (PTI): A designated 
PMLA authority has held that 41 proper-
ties worth about Rs 1,210 crore, attached 
by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in 
the name of absconding diamond jeweller 
Mehul Choksi and his associated firms, are 
money laundering assets and ordered that 
their attachment should continue.

The central probe agency had pro-
visionally attached 15 flats and 17 office 
premises in Mumbai, a mall in Kolkata, 
a four-acre farm house in Alibaug and 
231 acres of land at locations like Nashik, 
Nagpur, Panvel in Maharashtra and Vil-
lupuram in Tamil Nadu, in February 
this year under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) in connection 
with the about USD 2 billion alleged fraud 
at a Mumbai-based branch of the Punjab 
National Bank (PNB).

“Considering the material in the origi-
nal complaint (by the ED).. I find that im-
movable properties provisionally attached 
are all involved in money laundering.

“I, therefore, hereby confirm the at-
tachment of properties...and order that 
the said attachment shall continue during 
investigation for a period not exceeding 
ninety days or the pendency of proceed-
ings relating to any offence under the 
PMLA before a court and become final 
after an order of confiscation is passed by 
the special court,” a recent order issued by 
Member (Law) of the Adjudicating Author-
ity of the PMLA, Tushar V Shah, said in a 
recent order.

The Authority is a quasi-judicial body 
that adjudicates over PMLA attachment of 
assets made by the ED.

Official sources said the ED will now 

move to seize these properties and put up 
its possession signages at these locations.

The central-probe agency had issued a 
provisional order for attachment of these 
assets as part of its criminal probe against 
Choksi, his company Gitanjali Gems 
Limited and associated firms and their 
associates, under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The attached assets included a 170-
acre park in Hyderabad’s Ranga Reddy 
district valued at over Rs 500 crore.

Four flats in Borivali (east) area of the 
Maharashtra capital and nine others in 
Khemu Towers in Santacruz (east) have 
also been attached as part of the action.

“The total value of the 41 seized assets 
controlled by Choksi is estimated over Rs 
1,210 crore,” the ED had said. 

Choksi and designer diamond jewel-
lery businessman Nirav Modi and others 
are being investigated by the ED and 
other probe agencies after the bank fraud 
came to light early this year, following a 
complaint by the PNB that they allegedly 
cheated the nationalised bank to the tune 
of Rs 12,000 crore, with the purported 
involvement of a few employees of the 
bank 

The CBI and the ED have registered 
two FIRs each to probe the case. Both 
Choksi and Modi left the country before 
criminal cases were lodged against them. 

They had denied any wrongdoing.
The ED, a central probe agency under 

the union finance ministry, is investigating 
if the allegedly defrauded bank funds were 
laundered and proceeds of crime were 
subsequently used by the accused to cre-
ate illegal assets and black money.
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Rafale deal: Cong. says .....

PDS in Nagaland still .....

A gem indeed: Developmental ......

 “This is a betrayal of the In-
dian people’s state and district 
by Modi. People of India have a 
right to know where their money 
is going,” he said claiming that 
the prime minister was person-
ally involved in the scam. 

The Congress has also stated 
that the prime minister and 
Defence minister have been 
deliberately ignoring the 20% 
price reduction offer and have 
even refused fresh bidding for 
the lowest price. 

“In the original invited tender 
by UPA-Congress, two fighter 
aircrafts were found equal on all 
technical fronts i.e., ‘Rafale’ and 
‘Eurofighter Typhoon’. In the 
financial bid, Rafale became L1. 
Eurofighter Typhoon admittedly 
wrote a letter dated July 4, 2014 to 
the then Defence minister, offer-
ing to reduce the price by 20%,” 
it was stated. 

“Once Modi decided to make 
a fresh purchase, the party ques-
tions as to why both companies, 

Rafale and Eurofighter Typhoon 
have not been asked to bid afresh 
through ‘inter governmental 
agreement’ (IGA) route so as 
to arrive at the lowest price in 
favour of public exchequer? Why 
did PM Modi violate this cardinal 
principle that would have ben-
efitted India’s public treasury?” 
according to the press release. 

“A common person would 
also feel that something has 
gone wrong with the Rafale deal 
and Modi’s time is running up 

to evade any questions,” Gogoi 
said, adding that a joint parlia-
mentary committee should be 
set up if the BJP government has 
nothing to hide. 

Speaking briefly at the press 
conference, the president of the 
NPCC, K Therie said that the 
Rafale scam is one of the biggest 
scams since the independence of 
India, alluding that the BJP had 
carried out many scams but the 
Rafale was a “major one” and that 
the “culprits need to be caught.”  

“The most interesting recent 
development is that the village 
leaders were asked to hurriedly 
sign on a piece of blank paper 
and over a revenue stamp where 
above was written acknowledge-
ment of having received unspeci-
fied (blank) amount of cash by the 
department officials. The village 
leaders were also made to sign 
inbox (sic) of column 9 and 10 of 
a particular document, without 
explaining the contents on the 
pretext of urgency requirement 
(sic) of their signatures. The act of 

the officials was illegal, and liable 
under section 8 and 9 of preven-
tion of corruption Act 1988 which 
is punishable with jail term and 
imprisonment,” it stated. 

The Nagaland government 
also receives a monthly allocation 
of ‘levy sugar’ of around 1179 MT 
and seven rakes of iodised salt 
(one rake carries 2,500 tonne of 
salt) annually, it informed. 

“However, NPRAAF estab-
lished that even in districts hardly 
four times of levy sugar was dis-
tributed in two years, however 

in many villages distribution of 
levy sugar is unknown. In spite of 
more than requirement supply in 
quantity each month, distribution 
of iodised salt is unknown even in 
districts.”

The government of Nagaland 
also receives 1425 kilolitre of supe-
rior kerosene oil (SKO) per month, 
it informed. But families receive 
on two to four litres ‘after every 
two to three months’, it alleged. 

“It is also worth mentioning 
that the government of Naga-
land also identified 6727 thou-

sand beneficiaries to be covered 
through Annapurna Scheme. The 
scheme is implemented by the 
ministry of Rural Development 
(RD). Indigent senior citizens of 
65 years of age or above who are 
not getting pension under old 
age pension scheme (NOAPS) 
are provided 10 kilogram of food 
grains per person per month free 
of cost under the scheme, yet, 
number of beneficiaries are few 
or the government exaggerated 
the number of beneficiaries,” the 
group stated. 

A moment with parents
Eastern Mirror interacted with a 
number of parents whose chil-
dren were undergoing therapy 
at Precious Gems School. Every 
parent was content and positive 
about the changes that they are 
seeing within themselves and 
their children.

A mother named Akhono 
Kulnu told this reporter that she 
and her husband detected her 
son’s problem few years ago, but 
left it unattended for two years 
due to busy schedule. They had 
believed that the problem would 
be corrected in time as he was 
studying in an XSEED school, a 
specialised play-learn institu-
tion.  Her son was seven years 
nine months during the time of 
diagnosis. She said that her son’s 
IQ was in the range of nine years 
four months.

“He scored 120 in his IQ 
test. His performance age was 
ten years six months but his 
social age was eight years three 
months,” she explained. 

“He has inattentiveness and 
becomes quite emotional at 
times. For example, the colour 
of the sun is either drawn with 
yellow, orange, or white. It will 
irritate him if one of his siblings 
colours it with different colour 
besides the three,” she described.

Kulnu said that her son used 
to write ‘mirror images of letters’ 
and had slow writing speed due 

to low hand-eye coordination. He 
had a hard time catching up with 
his friends at schools, especially 
during tests, she said. 

After being introduced to the 
centre, the mother said that she 
and her husband enrolled their 
son for handwriting practice for 
a week where he was made to do 
various activities to improve his 
dexterity.

“We also learned a lot on how 
to raise him and his siblings bet-
ter. We were informed on how to 
be patient and to rationalise any 
problem and explain, especially 
when he gets emotional, so that 
he can understand better,” she 
expounded. 

Another mother by the name 
Temjenrenla Zhimomi, whose 
son was undergoing therapy for 
the past two and half weeks, said 
that her son was ‘hyper-active’ 
and had difficulty in reading and 
writing the alphabet. She also 
said to have received numerous 
complaints from teachers saying 
that he does not sit still for five 
minutes.

Initially, the mother did 
not pay much attention as she 
thought he was just being naugh-
ty. But when he reached grade-2, 
she said that her son really strug-
gled to write even the simplest 
word. “He cannot even copy 
words that are written on the 
blackboard. All his notebooks 
were full of teacher’s handwriting. 

Multiple tuitions were conducted 
for him but it was not effective,” 
she sighed.

During a parent-teacher’s 
meeting, Zhimomi said that 
someone recommended her to 
child psychologists at the CHIRS. 

After being introduced to the 
centre, the diagnosis showed that 
her son had specific learning dis-
ability. Zhimomi said she now 
sees a lot of improvement in her 
son as well as herself after being 
introduced to Precious Gems 
School.

“It is really nice to sit with him 
and understand. It helps me to be 
more patient than I was before,” 
she said in praise. The teachers 
at the centre are very helpful and 
will benefit her son in the future, 
she said in optimism. She sug-
gested that every parent should 
opt for the centre if they find 
difficult in dealing with their chil-
dren’s intellectual development, 
and not to shy away from it.
A moment with teachers
Eastern Mirror also interacted 
with teachers of the school who 
were willing to share their experi-
ences, and their advice to parents. 

A teacher by the name 
Yangerla C Sangtam said that she 
had completed four months in 
the profession at the centre. She 
said to have been intrigued by the 
profession while she was doing 
her masters in psychology: The 

idea of teaching children with 
intellectual development dis-
abilities. Once she had completed 
her studies, she could help the 
people as most of them were not 
aware of medical concerns such 
as development disabilities. 

“If I come here (in Nagaland) 
and work with our people, they 
will be aware of it and the stigma 
that is attached can be removed,” 
she said. 

Another teacher by the name 
Tumchobeni Ngullie, who is 
there for more than two years, 
told this reporter that counselling 
parents during the therapy plays 
an important part in the lives of 
children.

Ngullie said that there were 
certain parents who let the teach-
ers alone take care of their chil-
dren claiming that a child listens 
to the teachers better.

“Sometimes they fail to un-
derstand that they (parents) are 
the one who has to take care of 
the children for the life time,” 
she said. The teacher explained 
that parents also need to pick up 
basic concepts to teach children 
at home as it would help make 
teaching easier for the teachers.

Children are one of life’s most 
valuable resource and a hope for 
the future. They should be treated 
with all possible care they need 
when they are still early in age 
because the time when they can 
develop is when they are young.
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Good Move, Bad 
Implementation

F
inally, all apprehensions become true. The much-
touted demonetisation has failed to deliver the 
goods. Black money could not be unearthed. The 
move to transform India from a cash-heavy econo-

my to a less-cash economy did not happen. Instead, many 
small and medium industries have been closed due to 
demonetisation. As a result, a lot of people have lost their 
livelihood. The economic growth of the country has been 
affected due to the step. Even after two years of demoneti-
sation, the country is yet to fully recover from the sudden 
announcement of junking high domination notes. 

All these facts are not a compilation of those who criti-
cised the demonetization tactic. Rather, these facts were 
admitted by none other than the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) in its annual report. Quite naturally, the admission 
of the RBI has provided new ammunition to the opposi-
tion parties to attack the government. So, without wast-
ing much time after the annual report was made public, 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi termed demonetisation 
a scam that was meant to help a few influential people 
and businessmen. The opposition political parties also 
expressed the same view. Most vocal among them is West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. She is a critic of 
demonetisation since the prime minister announced the 
ban on a number of currency denominations. After the 
RBI made it clear that more than 99 per cent of the de-
monetised notes were deposited in the bank, she asked 
the central government to explain why it had failed in trac-
ing black money. Similar questions were asked by many 
other leaders too. 

There is nothing unusual on the part of the opposi-
tion parties to put the government in the dock after the 
RBI’s annual report. At the same time though, the opposi-
tion parties should have kept in mind that a move at least 
was made against black money and corruption. It is a fact 
that the desired result could not be achieved. But the fact 
remains that in spite of all the difficulties, the people by and 
large stood behind the government for taking such a bold 
step. The strongest evidence to prove the people’s support 
to the move made by the Modi government was the result 
of the Uttar Pradesh assembly elections. It was the first after 
demonetization, and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 
by breaking all records. The BJP got the popular vote in that 
election just because the government had shown the cour-
age to remove black money and corruption from the roots.

Yet, even if the move failed to achieve what it aimed at, 
it was because there were many loopholes in the imple-
mentation process. To be straight, it can be safely said that 
there was nothing wrong in the decision, but the govern-
ment had no plans to implement the decision. It is alleged 
that many people took the help of transporters to make 
their black money white as the government allowed fuel 
stations to accept the demonetised notes for a long pe-
riod of time. So, the transporters took the opportunity to 
clear all their dues to stations with the demonetised notes. 
Even government sources admitted that the transporters 
made advanced payments to fuel stations to get rid of their 
demonetised notes. All in all, demonetisation was a bold 
move which failed due to bad implementation.

Leah Utyasheva and Michael 
Eddleston | thewire.in

About Love Wrapped in Red-Tape

Never forget in the light what you learn 
in the darkness.

Sometimes this journey through life can be so dif-
ficult that we’re simply overwhelmed, and it seems 
there’s no end to the darkness. During such a time 
in our own family’s life, my wife emerged one morn-

ing from her quiet time with a new lesson learned. “I think 
God wants us not to forget in the light what we’re learning 
in this darkness.”

Paul writes this same thought to the Corinthians (2 Cor-
inthians 1), after describing the terrible difficulties he and 
his team endured in Asia. Paul wants the Corinthians to un-
derstand how God can redeem even our darkest moments. 
We’re comforted, he says, so we may learn how to comfort 
others (v. 4). Paul and his team were learning things from 
God during their trials that they could use to comfort and 
advise the Corinthians when they faced similar difficulties. 
And God does that for us as well, if we’re willing to listen. He 
will redeem our trials by teaching us how to use what we’ve 
learned in them to minister to others.

Are you in the darkness now? Be encouraged by Paul’s 
words and experience. Trust that God is right now directing 
your steps and that He’s also stamping His truths on your 
heart so you can share them with others who are in similar 
circumstances. You’ve been there before, and you know the 
way home.

Father, help those who are hurting today so they may see 
and know Your loving presence in their darkest hours.

Concern for Kohima 
Local Ground

Monsoon Musings

Canteen Needed in Longleng District Hospital  

D
istrict Hospital being the only hospital in 
Longleng despite of deficit infrastructural 
facilities, inadequate medical personnel, 
lacks of basic diagnostic labs the medical 

authority try to provide the desire services with the 
limited resources available to them. 

People of Longleng and surrounding villagers seek 
this hospital for emergency health care services. Some 
people comes for outpatient treatment and some ad-
mitted in to hospital if it’s not complicated and refer 
otherwise. On a daily basis a number of patients are 
admitted.   

But it’s regretted that there’s no single canteen or 
restaurant in the hospital vicinity. The family mem-
bers or relatives of patients supply tea, meal and other 
food items every now and then from home. It needs 
additional helper. It consumes time. It consumes  fuel 
for those vehicle users in bringing those things. For 
those who comes from villages it’s more troublesome. 

There are many local unemployed youth who can 
take up startup venture in opening restaurant in hos-
pital. They should know the inpatients needy and pro-
vide basic services like tea drinks, food items for im-
mediate consumption and in return they will generate 

income.   
If the individual cannot do this the hospital au-

thority may be provided a space for accommodation 
in inviting a bid for opening canteen in the hospital. 
In such a way we can create an opportunity for people 
to help the people. 

If the local do not do, there are many clever miyas 
who are looking for a viable place for business will 
completely dominate our economy a few opportunity 
lies in us. 

Bausha (Paüwüng) 
Longleng

Centre’s Ban of 18 High-Risk Pesticides is a Good Start – But Only a Start
Studies from Sri Lanka have shown that banning dangerous pesticides from agricultural use 

reduces their availability for suicide attempts, resulting in a major fall in the overall suicide rate.

O
n August 8, the Indian govern-
ment took action to ban 18 
highly dangerous (‘hazard-
ous’) pesticides from use in the 

country. Twelve of these pesticides were 
banned from that date; six others will be 
phased out over the next two years. The 
decision follows a long process of delib-
eration that included the 2015 Anupam 
Verma committee report (which recom-
mended this approach), public litigation 
case by activists to speed government 
action and a Supreme Court case.

This is a significant step that will 
have long term benefits. These pesti-
cides – particularly methyl parathion, 
phorate, phosphamidon and dichlorvos 
– have caused hundreds of thousands of 
deaths in India from occupational use, 
childhood accidents and most com-
monly suicide. Pesticides are considered 
to cause around 90,000 suicides every 
year in India.

Studies from Sri Lanka clearly show 
that banning dangerous pesticides from 
agricultural use reduces their availability 
for suicide attempts, resulting in major 
falls in overall suicide rates. Suicides oc-
cur during acute personal crises; if peo-
ple can survive the crisis, because the 
pesticide they drink is not so dangerous, 
many find a different solution to their 
problems and go to live a productive life.

Treatment of severe pesticide poi-
soning is also very expensive, requiring 
intensive care and mechanical ventila-
tor support that can make families desti-
tute. Pesticide poisoning leads to loss of 
life and health and shortens productive 
lives while causing economic and social 
damage and immeasurable community, 
familial and individual grief.

The decision to ban these highly 
hazardous pesticides is long overdue, 
and one that can be lauded. But this is 
just the first step on the long journey to-
wards effective pesticide management 
and understanding the impact of pes-
ticide bans on health and the environ-
ment in India.

Other highly hazardous pesticides 
(HHPs) that harm health and the en-
vironment remain in agricultural use. 
The Anupam Verma committee recom-
mended that 27 pesticides be reviewed 
in 2018, including monocrotophos, car-
bofuran, dimethoate and quinalphos 
– all pesticides that have killed tens of 
thousands of people across South and 
East Asia. However, the committee did 
not consider pesticides that are banned 
in many countries and recommended 
for international phase out.

All of these pesticides are simply too 
toxic to be safely used and stored in poor 
Indian rural agricultural communities. 
The government needs to develop a 
comprehensive response to the issue of 
such pesticides in India.

As the recent decision comes into 
force, it will also be important to study its 
impact on agriculture, environment and 
the health of the nation. Implementing 
legislation to limit the use of HHPs in ag-
riculture has been a successful approach 
to suicide reduction, reducing overall 
numbers in countries where small-scale 

farming is common, such as Sri Lanka, 
South Korea and Bangladesh, without 
affecting agricultural yield.

However, such monitoring will be 
difficult in India, where there is a lack of 
good data on the incidence of pesticide 
poisoning and apparent underreporting 
of both accidental and suicidal pesticide 
poisoning. This means that both the 
state and Central governments do not 
have the evidence with which to make 
informed policy decisions for the ben-
efit of the country. Such systems need to 
be put in place, together with the ongo-
ing review of bans, for HHPs still being 
used in India at great cost to humans 
and environment.

If you know someone – friend or fam-
ily member – at risk of suicide, please 
reach out to them. The Suicide Preven-
tion India Foundation maintains a list 
of telephone numbers they can call to 
speak in confidence. You could also ac-
company them to the nearest hospital.

Leah Utyasheva is policy director and 
Michael Eddleston is director, Centre for 

Pesticide Suicide Prevention.

I
f there is a multipurpose site that needs to be 
awarded for its services, it is our local ground 
in Kohima, ie Khuochiezie. Come mela, ‘ex-
pos’, football, public gatherings, etcetera it is 

one place meeting all our needs mainly due to its 
easy access. If I am the ground, I am feeling proud 
for all the services rendered at the same time rais-
ing a hue and cry for a ‘maintenance’.

Lately, there has being football matches going 
on and I had the opportunity to witnessed some 
of the best local players in the field. But the sad 
side is, They are not like meticulous, clean cut 
CR7 but all drenched in muddy water. I feel pity 
for them to play in such a condition with all their 
hearts. I have captioned my live videos about 
them as ‘the players will plough and mix the mud. 
Later the cheerers will plant the paddy plants’, 
‘while your ground is like paddy field, your dream 
is FIFA. Where dream never dies, hashtag #wel-
come to Kohima’. 

As the final match of a cup was played recent-
ly, the rain poured down so hard. We could barely 
hear each other or even see the ground. But I 
didn’t fail to see the whole lot of rainwater from 
the gallery tin roofs dripping down and   stream-
like water flowing into the very field. The d-box 
can even drowned someone of shorter stature!

This is not about the blame game we used 
to play on each other. But a concern is really felt 
here to ‘maintain’ it in season and out of season 
by whoever is to be looking after. Measures can 
be taken up if we want to see our star player in a 
better form and yes, I wouldn’t mind some great 
sanitation in and around the ground. And the 
public can be a better audience devoid of shout-
ing slangs and remarks in drunkard mode. With 
all these, we can have a world class football sea-
son to look forward to each season.

Thank you.
Kikruneinuo Liezietsu

liezietsuzb@gmail.com

R
ain, rain go away … this is a 
nursery rhyme that we are 
all familiar with. This re-
minds me of many things of 

life as I muse on the present scenario 
in Nagaland. The incessant rains and 
the impact of this rain on the state 
is heavy. Landslides, power failures, 
roads washed away, communica-
tion systems interrupted and all the 
possible normal life situations are 
halted to some extent and the state 
administration is put on high alert 
to face any eventuality while many 
are employed in the repair works. 
On the one side the realities of rain 
and the impact of rain on the general 
public and the other side is how were 
we prepared to meet the challenges 
of the monsoon as it is not the first 
time to occur as rains are part and 
parcel of our life in this area. We read 
in the newspapers about the incon-
veniences caused and the measures 
taken by the respective departments 
to make life normal for all of us. It is 
encouraging to see the work being 
undertaken in a war-footing meas-
ure at the same time it is not expect-
ed of us and does not show goodness 
when we do not co-operate with the 
recovery measures. 

During the season of monsoon 
the behaviour exhibited by some 
of us make me think, what have we 
learnt from the natures’ wrath or 
are we mute spectators to the hu-
man sufferings and inconveniences 
caused. When I travel sometimes 
here and there I had come across 
days where there was heavy traf-
fic jams, landslides, people waiting 
in queue with their vehicles for the 

roads to be cleared. Most of the time, 
most of us behave well and abide by 
the common behaviour expected in 
the society. But I come across some 
smart or over smart people who 
want to show that they are smart-
er than the others or I don’t know 
whether it is lack of common sense 
or ignorance. They overtake the ve-
hicles that are standing in queue 
and block the vehicles coming from 
the opposite direction thus causing 
confusion and more traffic along the 
road. In fact I have grumbled many 
a times against these smart people. 
Do we really need to behave like 
this? Are we not sensitive or sensi-
ble to tolerate and wait for a while in 
the line so that everyone can travel 
smooth without any hitch?  

Human behavior is mysteri-
ous. In the wonder of creation hu-
man beings as the highest order is 
also expected to behave in the best 
way possible. Our behaviour is the 
response we exhibit for internal or 
external stimuli in physical action in 
a given situation that are observable 
and no one can hide it for it is spon-
taneous. We judge people depend-
ing on the behaviour exhibited and 
form opinions about them. While 
these may be subjective at the same 
it is an observed behaviour. This 
is my thought for our community 
and society. We have the capacity to 
change our attitudes depending on 
the insights we receive from differ-
ent sources. Some of our behavior 
is common while some unusual, ac-
ceptable or unacceptable and also 
beyond acceptable limits. In fact 
most of our behaviour is subjective 

and it reflects the social norms exist-
ing in a society. Behaviour is what 
we humans act and interact. It is 
based on and influenced by several 
factors such us genetic make-up, 
culture and individual values and at-
titudes. Our behavior is experienced 
throughout our lifetime and people’s 
opinion about is formed through 
our interaction with them and our 
social behaviour in common places. 
Our behaviour is the outcome of our 
learning, knowledge, social upbring-
ing and mindset. 

At this juncture my earnest desire 
is that can we not display a behavior 
that is pleasant, patient, and toler-
ant and to some extent disciplined? 
Are we so insensitive to the feelings 
of the other?  Is our educational sys-
tem failing to education the students 
beyond lessons on subject matter? As 
the roads are being repaired and pre-
ventions are being planned to face 
the challenges of natural calamities. 
We also need to prepare our minds 
by instilling, educating out thought 
processes and attitudes to be patient, 
tolerant and mutual respect for one 
another. The nature has taught us 
lessons to be learnt for life that if we 
don’t treat the mother earth with re-
spect and love it will retaliate when 
least expected. Let us exhibit be-
haviors that exhilarate our lives and 
make everyone feel that we are civi-
lized and our behaviors are accept-
able in the journey of life. Let us de-
velop new attitudes and exhibit them 
in personal and social life situations.  

Fr. Joe Mariadhas
St. Joseph’s College

Jakhama

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
Finding the Way Home

BIBLE READ:  2 CORINTHIANS 1:3–11    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
[God] comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 

comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God. 

~   2 Corinthians 1:4

Book: Like a Bird on the Wire;  
Author: Chhavi Bhardwaj;  

Publisher: Amaryllis;  
Pages: 327; Price: Rs. 399

I
f 1983 batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) 
officer Upamanyu Chatterjee’s “English, August” 
gave readers a slick English-speaking young bu-
reaucrat, floundering and trying to make sense 

of the classic city-village conflict, Chhavi Bhardwaj, 
a 2008 batch officer of the Madhya Pradesh cadre, 
in her book “Like a Bird on the Wire” tells us a story 
about two young IAS officers trying to make sense of 
themselves and the profession they have chosen to 
be in.

Bhardwaj’s two protagonists are Avinash Rathore 
— a go-getter, dapper, efficient, a picture-perfect 
manifestation of a “successful” young officer; and 
Nethra Kaul, Rathore’s batchmate and former lov-

er, who despite her skill and talent, has self-doubts 
about her job in particular and her life in general.

The book opens with a tentative message from 
Kaul to Rathore after she comes across a photograph 
of the dapper officer winning the “PM’s Excellence 
Award” on the occasion of Civil Services Day, which 
the author, wittily describes as the equivalent of the 
Oscars for IAS officers.

Kaul’s congratulatory message is the first out-
reach between the two after they parted ways seven 
years before, following their dalliance at the Lal Ba-
hadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, 
and sets the tone for the plot.

While Rathore is the “rockstar” officer and a “hap-
py” family man, Kaul is unmarried, considers her-
self banished to bureaucratic exile in a department 
called the State Institute for Skill Strengthening of 
Youth, which incidentally also has a acronym which 
does not inspire confidence: SISSY. And despite the 
seven years which have passed, she continues to 
have sometimes dormant (and sometime swelling to 
the brim) feelings for Rathore, who is married to the 

homely Malavika, a non-career minded woman.
Despite the fact that things are working well for 

him, Rathore also has Kaul dogging his mind every 
now and then, a fact which is not missed by his wife, 
who is anxious about her husband’s past relationship 
with his batchmate.

Do not expect standard signature bureaucratic 
penmanship while reading this book. In the absence 
of long-winded, convoluted sentences, the craft is 
more on the lines of Chetan Bhagat meets District 
Magistrate, with a liberal spattering of Hindi and 
Hinglish often used to underline the drudgery of an 
elite civil servant while dealing with his or her under-
lings.

Bhardwaj’s work is not necessarily a classic prim-
er about the goings-ons in the lives of young bureau-
crats, but it does provide an intimate window to a 
niche world, at which the average reader would nor-
mally look in awe.

(Mayabhushan Nagvenkar can be contacted at 
mayabhushan.n@ians.in)

Mayabhushan Nagvenkar | IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Emotional tur-
moil on the job could stress you out way too 
much. Headaches or temporary hyperten-
sion could plague you if you aren’t careful. 

Don’t push too hard. Remember to take breaks, Aries, 
and go for walk on your lunch hour. Don’t be afraid to 
put off nonessential tasks. You’ll be all right. Why make 
a day’s work any more difficult than it needs to be?

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This should be 
a fortunate day for you, Taurus. Everything 
you try to do should go fairly smoothly. Re-
lations with others are warm, friendly, and 

congenial. Any chores or other pending work should 
be completed quickly and efficiently. If you’ve been 
planning to start a new project, this is the day to get go-
ing. Romance should be intense and passionate now, 
so make the most of it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A couple you’ve 
known for a long time could visit you at your 
home today, Gemini. Don’t be surprised if 
they tell you how wonderful the place looks. 

Conversation should be lively and entertaining, 
though you should sidestep any discussion of contro-
versial subjects. Debates on such matters could get 
rather heated. It might be wise to treat your guests to 
food rather than alcohol!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today, Cancer, 
you might spend a great deal of time in the 
car running errands in the neighborhood. 
You’re likely to see people you know who 

have interesting news. New businesses may open near-
by. Doctors, dentists, and other professionals could 
open new offices, making your daily routine more 
convenient. Some of them might be your neighbors or 
relatives.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Money that you’ve 
been earning for a long time may finally 
come your way today, Leo, but don’t be 
surprised if you have to do a lot of running 

around in order to get it. Plans for future moneymaking 
projects could come up, although it’s important to con-
sider everything carefully and not jump in too quickly. 
This is an excellent time to learn a new moneymaking 
skill.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  The special some-
one in your life may be having some trouble 
with colleagues. Don’t just comfort him or 
her, Virgo. It’s unlikely that your sweetie wants 

sympathy. Solutions are needed. If you don’t have any, 
just be a good listener. It’s important for you to get out 
and exercise. If the weather is good, take a walk. If not, 
attend an exercise class. You’ll feel better.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you’re 
likely to be working hard behind the scenes, 
perhaps preparing a project for others to 
make public or coaching people for some 

kind of performance. You’ll expend a lot of energy in 
the course of completing this chore, yet you’ll prob-
ably feel it was all worth it. Don’t expect to go home 
early, Libra. You’ll probably go above and beyond the 
call of duty.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Friends could 
entice you to join them for a short day trip, 
perhaps to the country. This is a great day to 
go on such an outing, Scorpio. You’ve prob-

ably been working hard and need to get away for a 
while. Don’t be surprised if there’s a delay, however. You 
or one of your friends could be waiting to meet with 
someone.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Emo-
tions could be intense at work today as im-
portant projects approach their deadlines, 
Sagittarius. You may put in more time than 

usual. Tempers might flare and co-workers clash, 
so stay calm and keep going. On the positive side, 
the financial and recognition payoffs for whatever 
you accomplish today should prove well worth the 
effort.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
should feel especially sexy and relationships 
with romantic partners should go well, Cap-
ricorn. Your passions are intense, the lines 

of communication are open, and appreciation of one 
another is running high. There might be talk of taking a 
long trip together in the future. Plan a cozy evening for 
two. You’ll want to do a lot of talking - and more!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Money is 
probably on your mind now, Aquarius. A 
desire for increased financial security could 
force you to look for work or investments 

that would pay off big. Opportunities for one or both 
of these are likely to come through friends, perhaps 
someone with whom you’ve worked before. You’re 
likely to accomplish what you want for now, but it’s 
uncertain whether you’ll continue on this path in the 
future.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Don’t expect to 
spend a lot of time at home today, Pisces. 
You’re more likely to be in the car and away 
from home. There may be errands and social 

obligations to fulfill. Try to pace yourself in whatever 
you do or else you might be exhausted by day’s end. 
Take the time to stop and enjoy yourself. This will en-
sure a fun rather than tiring day.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Katie Fitzpatrick | Aeon

Arunabh Saikia | Scroll.in

Change the World, Not Yourself, Or How Arendt Called Out Thoreau

This despite that fact that the state has been hit by devastating floods every year.
Due To an ‘Accounting Error’, Assam Has Not Received Any Special Central flood Aid Since 2014

I
t is not often that a neighbourhood 
squabble is remembered as a world-
historical event. In the summer of 
1846, Henry David Thoreau spent a 

single night in jail in Concord, Massachu-
setts after refusing to submit his poll tax 
to the local constable. This minor act of 
defiance would later be immortalised in 
Thoreau’s essay ‘On the Duty of Civil Diso-
bedience’ (1849). There, he explains that 
he had been unwilling to provide mate-
rial support to a federal government that 
perpetuated mass injustice – in particular, 
slavery and the Mexican-American war. 
While the essay went largely unread in his 
own lifetime, Thoreau’s theory of civil diso-
bedience would later inspire many of the 
world’s greatest political thinkers, from Leo 
Tolstoy and Gandhi to Martin Luther King.

Yet his theory of dissent would have its 
dissenters, too. The political theorist Han-
nah Arendt wrote an essay on ‘Civil Diso-
bedience’, published in The New Yorker 
magazine in September 1970. Thoreau, she 
argued, was no civil disobedient. In fact, she 
insisted that his whole moral philosophy 
was anathema to the collective spirit that 
ought to guide acts of public refusal. How 
could the great luminary of civil disobedi-
ence be charged with misunderstanding it 
so profoundly?

Thoreau’s essay offers a forceful critique 
of state authority and an uncompromis-
ing defence of the individual conscience. 
In Walden (1854), he argued that each man 
should follow his own individual ‘genius’ 
rather than social convention, and in ‘On 
the Duty of Civil Disobedience’ he insists 
that we should follow our own moral con-
victions rather than the laws of the land. 
The citizen, he suggests, must never ‘for a 
moment, or in the least degree, resign his 
conscience to the legislation’. For Thoreau, 
this prescription holds even when the laws 
are produced through democratic elections 
and referenda. Indeed, for him, democratic 
participation only degrades our moral char-
acter. When we cast a ballot, he explains, we 
vote for a principle that we believe is right, 
but at the same time, assert our willing-
ness to recognise whatever principle – be 
it right or wrong – the majority favours. In 
this way, we elevate popular opinion over 
moral rectitude. Because he places so much 

stock in his own conscience, and so little in 
either state authority or democratic opin-
ion, Thoreau believed that he was bound 
to disobey any law that ran counter to his 
own convictions. His theory of civil disobe-
dience is grounded in that belief.

Thoreau’s decision to withhold his fi-
nancial support for the federal government 
of 1846 was, no doubt, a righteous one. And 
the theory that inspired that action would 
go on to inspire many more righteous acts 
of disobedience. Yet despite these remarka-
ble successes, Arendt argues that Thoreau’s 
theory was misguided. In particular, she 
insists that he was wrong to ground civil 
disobedience in the individual conscience. 
First, and most simply, she points out that 
conscience is too subjective a category to 
justify political action. Leftists who pro-
test the treatment of refugees at the hands 
of US immigration officers are motivated 
by conscience, but so was Kim Davis – the 
conservative county clerk in Kentucky who 

in 2015 denied marriage licences to same-
sex couples. Conscience alone can be used 
to justify all types of political beliefs and so 
provides no guarantee of moral action.

Second, Arendt makes the more com-
plex argument that, even when it is morally 
unimpeachable, conscience is ‘unpolitical’; 
that is, it encourages us to focus on our own 
moral purity rather than the collective ac-
tions that might bring about real change. 
Crucially, in calling conscience ‘unpoliti-
cal’, Arendt does not mean that it is use-
less. In fact, she believed that the voice of 
conscience was often vitally important. In 
her book Eichmann in Jerusalem (1963), 
for example, she argues that it was the Nazi 
officer Adolf Eichmann’s lack of ethical in-
trospection that enabled his participation 
in the unimaginable evils of the Holocaust. 
Arendt knew from the experience of Fas-
cism that conscience could prevent sub-
jects from actively advancing profound in-
justice, but she saw that as a kind of moral 

bare minimum. The rules of conscience, 
she argues, ‘do not say what to do; they say 
what not to do’. In other words: personal 
conscience can sometimes prevent us from 
aiding and abetting evil but it does not re-
quire us to undertake positive political ac-
tion to bring about justice.

Thoreau would likely accept the charge 
that his theory of civil disobedience told 
men only ‘what not to do’, as he did not be-
lieve it was the responsibility of individuals 
to actively improve the world. ‘It is not a 
man’s duty, as a matter of course,’ he writes, 
‘to devote himself to the eradication of any, 
even to the most enormous, wrong; he may 
still properly have other concerns to engage 
him; but it is his duty, at least, to wash his 
hands of it…’ Arendt would agree that it is 
better to abstain from injustice than to par-
ticipate in it, but she worries that Thoreau’s 
philosophy might make us complacent 
about any evil that we aren’t personally 
complicit in. Because Thoreauvian civil 

disobedience is so focused on the personal 
conscience and not, as Arendt puts it, on 
‘the world where the wrong is committed’, 
it risks prioritising individual moral purity 
over the creation of a more just society.

Perhaps the most striking difference be-
tween Thoreau and Arendt is that, while he 
sees disobedience as necessarily individual, 
she sees it as, by definition, collective.

Arendt argues that for an act of law-
breaking to count as civil disobedience it 
must be performed openly and publicly 
(put simply: if you break the law in private, 
you’re committing a crime, but if you break 
the law at a protest, you’re making a point). 
Thoreau’s dramatic refusal to pay his poll 
tax would meet this definition, but Arendt 
makes one further distinction: anyone 
who breaks the law publicly but individu-
ally is a mere conscientious objector; those 
who break the law publicly and collectively 
are civil disobedients. It is only this lat-
ter group – from which she would exclude 
Thoreau – that is capable of producing real 
change, she implies. Mass civil disobedi-
ence movements generate momentum, ap-
ply pressure, and shift political discourse. 
For Arendt, the greatest civil disobedience 
movements – Indian independence, civil 
rights, and the anti-war movement – took 
inspiration from Thoreau but added a vi-
tal commitment to mass, public action. In 
sharp contrast, Thoreau believed that ‘there 
is but little virtue in the action of masses of 
men’.

‘On the Duty of Civil Disobedience’ is 
an essay of rare moral vision. In it, Thoreau 
expresses uncompromising critiques of the 
government of his era, while also capturing 
the powerful feelings of moral conviction 
that often undergird acts of civil disobedi-
ence. Nevertheless, it is Arendt’s account of 
the practice that is ultimately more promis-
ing. Arendt insists that we focus not on our 
own conscience but on the injustice com-
mitted, and the concrete means of redress-
ing it. This does not mean that civil disobe-
dience has to aim for something moderate 
or even achievable but that it should be 
calibrated toward the world – which it has 
the power to change – and not toward the 
self – which it can only purify.

Katie Fitzpatrick is a writer, editor, and 
university lecturer based in Vancouver, 

Canada.
Edited by Sam Haselby

A
ssam has received no cen-
tral aid for flood manage-
ment since 2014 apart from 
its share in the State Disas-

ter Response Fund.
“Practically, the government 

of Assam has not received any as-
sistance from the government of 
India during the period 2014-’18,” 
the state’s revenue and disaster 
management department said in 
response to a Right to Information 
query from Scroll.in.

A senior state official blamed 
the Centre’s refusal to disburse ad-
ditional funds despite repeated re-
quests on an “accounting error”.

Assam is hit by floods almost 
every year as the monsoon brings 
heavy rain and the Brahmapu-
tra river overflows. In 2017, floods 
killed 151 people by one estimate 
and displaced thousands. In 2018, 
they killed 49, according to govern-
ment figures. A central team sent 
to assess the damage in 2017 noted 
“profound and large-scale” destruc-
tion caused by the floods.

According to the Disaster Man-
agement Act of 2005, the State Dis-
aster Response Fund is created with 
contributions from both the re-
spective state and the Centre, with 
the latter generally providing 75%. 
But for special category states such 

as Assam, the central share stands 
at 90%. These are the primary funds 
available to states to deal with natu-
ral disasters. Assam got Rs 288.6 
crore in 2014-’15, Rs 414 crore in 
2015-’16, Rs 434.70 crore in 2016-
’17 and Rs 456 crore in 2017-’18 
from the Centre, according to the 
RTI response.
Accounting error
In case the State Disaster Response 
Fund falls short, the state is entitled 
to submit a memorandum to the 
Union home ministry detailing its 
losses and seeking additional as-
sistance. While the memorandum 
does not specify the source of the 
additional aid, the Centre usually 
disburses money from the National 
Disaster Response Fund. The home 
ministry’s data shows that Assam 
has not received any assistance un-
der the National Disaster Response 
Fund since 2014, despite having 
suffered substantial human and 
material losses in floods that year 
and every year thereafter.

In 2014, when floods affected 
over 40 lakh people and killed al-
most 70 in the state, Assam sub-
mitted a memorandum seeking Rs 
9,370 crore. The next year, which 
also saw widespread damage from 
floods, the state requested an addi-
tional assistance of Rs 2,100 crore. In 
2016, it again sought Rs 5,038 crore 
to deal with the damage caused by 

the natural calamity. In 2017, when 
Assam suffered arguably the worst 
flooding in recent times, the state’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party government 
did not seek additional assistance 
even though it pegged the losses 
at around Rs 4,000 crore. Visit-
ing the state in wake of the floods, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced a relief package of Rs 2,350 
crore for all flood-affected states in 
the North East, promising to release 
Rs 250 crore for Assam immediate-
ly. The money never came.

The reason apparently is an ac-
counting error by the accountant 
general’s office. “The Centre allots 
additional funds when the State 
Disaster Response Funds money 
is low, but an accounting error by 
the AG’s office has resulted in our 
books reflecting an amount that we 
actually don’t have,” the senior state 
official explained. “Since the home 
ministry takes the account balance 
figure from the AG’s office, we have 
been told we are not eligible.”

The official said the error is now 
being rectified: “About 90% of the 
error has been corrected, so we 
should be eligible for central assist-
ance by next year.”
Shortage of funds
The official said Assam’s efforts to 
rehabilitate those affected by floods 
in the last few years and its prepar-
edness to tackle the natural calam-

ity in the future is suffering because 
of the shortage of funds. “When 
there is shortage of money, few 
things will be taken up, few things 
will be left out,” he said. “Had the 
money been provided, we could 
have taken up more reconstruction 
work.”

Another official involved in 
flood mitigation agreed. “Whatev-
er we do, we have to manage with 

the SDRF money,” said the official. 
“That’s why we are always lagging 
behind when it comes to repair and 
construction work.”

The lack of funds, the officials 
said, hampers the reconstruction of 
embankments, roads and other es-
sential infrastructure. Responses to 
Right to Information queries filed 
by Scroll.in indicate that several 
embankments – the primary engi-

neering intervention against floods 
in Assam – destroyed in previous 
floods are yet to be completely re-
paired.

A 2017 Comptroller and Audi-
tor General report had noted a 60% 
shortfall in the central funds meant 
to be released for the implementa-
tion of 141 projects under Assam’s 
flood management programme be-
tween 2007-’08 and 2015-’16.

Dr Martin Luther King, Dr Ralph David Abernathy, their families, and others leading the Selma to Montgomery march in 1965. Courtesy Wikipedia
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Discrimination on basis of religion, caste, 
gender unacceptable to any nationalist — Naidu

Rafale deal: Will move 
court when we get 
documents, says Sibal 

Sitharaman discusses J&K security situation with gov.No decision on 
Assembly dissolution in 
Telangana cabinet meet 

Bodies of 14 newborn babies 
found at Kolkata ground

Give details of NPAs under NDA govt., Chidambaram tells Modi
Article 35A: Farooq Abdullah criticises 
ASG’s stand in Supreme Court 

A person takes a photo while standing on a waterlogged street following monsoon rains, in New Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and former frime minister Manmohan Singh release a book titled  “Moving On...Moving Forward: A Year in 
Office” published on experiences of M Venkaiah Naidu during his first year as Vice President of India and Chairman of Rajya Sabha, in New 
Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

 Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Army Chief Gen. Bipin Rawat interacts with troops of the 28 
Inf Div on their visit to the Balbir forward post in Keran sector, J & K on Sunday.

PTI

Police personnel keeping strict vigil on the spot,where 14 skeletons of newly-born babies were found 
when locals were cleaning the jungle, in South Kolkata on Sunday.

PTI

New Delhi, Sep. 2 (PTI): 
Discrimination on the basis 
of religion, caste or gen-
der is unacceptable to any 
“nationalist” and this ap-
proach should be followed 
by everyone, Vice Presi-
dent Venkaiah Naidu said 
Sunday.

Naidu, who is also the 
Rajya Sabha Chairman, 
called for deciding upon 
a national policy on the 
need for the Upper House 
in state legislatures, and 
urged political parties to 
evolve a consensus on the 
code of conduct for their 
members both inside and 
outside legislatures.

He made the remarks 
during the launch of the 
book ‘Moving on...Moving 
forward: A year in office’. 
The event was attended by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, former prime min-
isters -- Manmohan Singh 
and H D Deve Gowda, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan, Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley and Rajya 
Sabha’s Deputy Leader of 
Opposition Anand Sharma.

Noting that the last ses-
sion was called the “Session 
for Social Justice”, Naidu 
said it was important to 
consider and pass legisla-
tions that reflect collec-
tive commitment to social 
justice.

“In order to build a 
more inclusive society, 
there is a need to move 
towards ensuring propor-
tional representation of all 
groups, especially those 
which have till now been 
under represented,” he 

Trapped in the flow

said.
There is a need to 

cleanse politics, strengthen 
parliamentary and gov-
ernance institutions, give 
a big push to next level 
of reforms to harness the 
entrepreneurial and eco-
nomic potential, harness 
the energies of young India, 
and ensure sustainable and 
remunerative agriculture, 
Naidu said.

He also called for up-
holding the rich traditions 
of cultural diversity and 
nationalism.

“Nationalism, accord-
ing to me -- Bharat Mata 
ki Jai...it means ‘Jai Ho’ to 
all the 130 crore people 

irrespective of their caste, 
creed, sex or religion.

“Any discrimination on 
the basis of religion, any 
discrimination on the basis 
of caste, any discrimina-
tion on the basis of gender, 
is not acceptable to any 
nationalist. That sort of 
approach should be there 
among everyone of us. I 
hope we all move in that 
direction,” Naidu said.

Talking about the is-
sue of political defections, 
he said the anti-defection 
laws should be imple-
mented in letter and spirit 
expeditiously, within three 
months.

“I know that this is ab-

solutely feasible since I 
could dispose off the peti-
tions that I received within 
this time frame,” Naidu 
asserted.

In his remarks, the Ra-
jya Sabha chairman urged 
all the political parties to 
evolve a code of conduct for 
MPs and MLAs both within 
and outside the Houses 
for effective functioning of 
legislatures to restore the 
confidence of the people in 
parliamentary institutions.

Voicing concern over 
the functioning of legis-
lators in the country, he 
also urged parties to come 
together, transcending po-
litical considerations, on 

issues of national impor-
tance. 

Naidu described the 
book launched Sunday 
as a report to the people 
on his mission and its 
outcomes during the year 
since he was sworn in as 
vice president on August 
11 last year.

Naidu also said elec-
tion petitions and crimi-
nal cases against political 
leaders should be decided 
quickly by special benches 
of higher courts.

He also urged political 
parties to consider issues 
concerning women dispas-
sionately to ensure their 
safety and dignity. He called 

for ending discrimination 
against women on the ba-
sis of religion and other 
factors.

Naidu called for res-
ervation for women in all 
spheres, including legisla-
tures. 

Stressing that agricul-
ture is the basic culture of 
the country, the vice presi-
dent said there was a need 
for a bias towards farm-
ers in resource allocation 
to ensure remunerative 
farming and a robust food 
security.

During the last year, in 
60 visits to different parts 
of the country, including 
all the seven northeastern 
states, Naidu said he in-
teracted with the youth, 
farmers, and scientists, and 
made an effort to promote 
public discourse on four 
key issues of broader con-
cern.

He said the four key 
issues were the huge un-
t a p p e d  d e m o g ra p h i c 
dividend, an effective and 
enabling ecosystem for 
remunerative farming in 
the country, orienting sci-
entific and research efforts 
to better the lives of the 
people, and enhancing 
public awareness about 
rich Indian heritage and 
inculcating national pride 
in “our pluralistic, inclusive, 
harmonious world view”.

Naidu also asserted 
the benefits of reservation 
should reach everyone.

He also expressed his 
disappointment over the 
frequent disruptions in 
Rajya Sabha.

Indore, Sep. 2 (PTI): Sen-
ior Congress leader Kapil 
Sibal Sunday claimed the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment did not have answers 
in the Rafale fighter jet 
deal and his party would 
wait for getting the neces-
sary documents before 
moving court on the mat-
ter.

The Congress has been 
relentlessly attacking the 
NDA government over its 
deal with Dassault Avia-
tion to buy 36 fighter air-
craft, with the opposition 
party claiming the cost per 
aircraft was about three 
times higher when com-
pared to the one inked by 
the previous UPA govern-
ment.

“The Rafale deal is a big 
scam to which the Modi 
government does not have 
any answer. This deal was 
struck overlooking the 
provisions of the Aircraft 
Procurement Policy.

“The External Affairs 
and Defence ministries 
were not taken into con-
sideration before inking 
the deal,” Sibal told report-
ers here.

Asked why the Con-
gress was not moving 
court despite having re-
nowned lawyers like him-
self and former Union 
minister P Chidambaram, 
Sibal said, “We won’t move 
the court until we get nec-
essary documents in the 
case.” 

Explaining his party’s 
objection to the deal, Sibal 
said the Congress-led UPA 
government had struck a 
deal in 2012 to buy the air-

craft at Rs 560 crore each.
He claimed the Modi 

government junked this 
deal and inked a new one 
in 2016 in which the price 
of each of the French-built 
aircraft rose to Rs 1,600 
crore.

“We are not seeking in-
formation on the technol-
ogy used to manufacture 
the aircraft. We just want 
to know on what basis the 
NDA government inked 
the deal to buy the air-
craft at three times its 2012 
cost,” Sibal said.

Sibal, reiterating Con-
gress chief Rahul Gandhi’s 
demand, sought a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
probe into Rafale deal.

Asked whether the BJP 
was hitting back at the 
Congress by raking up the 
Bofors deal of the 1980s, 
Sibal dubbed such leaders 
from the ruling party as 
“big liars”.

“Has anything hap-
pened in Bofors deal yet? 
The court has acquitted 
the people. But we will see 
how these people come 
out clean of the Rafale deal 
accusations after 2019,” 
Sibal said.

To a query on the FIR 
registered against Robert 
Vadra, the brother in law 
of party chief Rahul Gan-
dhi, and former Haryana 
chief minister Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda, over alleged 
irregularities in a land deal 
in Gurugram, Sibal said, 
“We already knew that as 
the countdown to the 2019 
general polls begins, such 
cases (against us) would 
rise.”

Srinagar, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Sunday 
discussed the security 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir with Governor 
Satya Pal Malik.

“Sitharaman, accom-

panied by Chief of Army 
Staff, General Bipin Ra-
wat, held discussions with 
Governor Satya Pal Malik 
at the Raj Bhavan here,” a 
statement said. 

“She was received by 
the Governor on her ar-

rival at the Raj Bhavan. 
The Defence Minister ex-
tended warm greetings to 
Malik on his appointment 
as Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir,” it noted.

The Governor and De-
fence Minister discussed 

several important inter-
related issues concerning 
effective management of 
internal and external se-
curity, particularly in the 
context of increasing at-
tempts at infiltration and 
the ongoing anti-terrorist 
operations.

They also had detailed 
discussions on the Urban 
Local Bodies and Pan-
chayat elections which will 
be conducted in October-
December this year.

The crucial need for 
strengthening and the 
maintenance of vital road 
networks and strategic 
connectivities in Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
in the Ladakh region was 
also discussed, the state-
ment said.

The Governor laud-
ed the Northern Army’s 
working in total coordina-
tion with the administra-
tion, police and Central 
armed forces for ensuring 
safety and security of the 
people.

H y d e r a b a d ,  S e p .  2 
(IANS): The Telangana 
cabinet met here on Sun-
day amid speculation that 
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao was plan-
ning to dissolve the state 
Assembly and go for early 
polls but it ended without 
taking a decision on the 
issue.

T h e  c a b i n e t  t o o k 
some decisions on sops 
for different sections of 
people. A major decision 
is for the construction of 
a community building 
for the Backward Classes 
on 75 acres of land in Hy-
derabad at a cost of Rs 70 
crore.

Asked whether the is-
sue of Assembly dissolu-
tion was also discussed, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Kadiam Srihari said they 
briefed the media on the 
decisions taken as per the 
agenda of the meeting. 
“There will be another 
cabinet meeting soon to 
take more decisions.”

Kolkata, Sep. 2 (IANS): In a shocking inci-
dent, at least 14 dead bodies of newborn 
babies, wrapped in plastic bags, were re-
covered from a deserted ground in south 
Kolkata’s Haridebpur on Sunday, police said.

Covered with shrubs and twigs, the 
bodies were found on Sunday afternoon 
while the sprawling ground was being 
cleaned up. The ground has been sealed by 
the officials of Kolkata Police following the 
recovery. City Mayor Sovan Chatterjee and 
Police Commissioner Rajeev Kumar rushed 
to the spot.

“I was informed by the local councillor 

that the ground was filled with litters for 
many months and needed to be cleaned. 
While the cleaning work was on, 14 dead 
bodies of new born babies could be recov-
ered from one side of the ground. The bod-
ies were wrapped in plastic and chemical 
was applied to stop them from rotting,” 
Chatterjee said. “The police are keeping a 
strict vigil on the spot. The entire ground 
needs to be cleaned to ascertain the exact 
number of bodies that have been dumped 
here.” The police are still figuring out how 
the bodies were dumped on the empty 
ground.

New Delhi, Sep. 2 (IANS): Former 
Finance Minister P. Chidambaram 
on Sunday slammed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for his remarks about 
bad loans generated during UPA rule, 
and asked his government to disclose 
loans given during the NDA rule that 
turned into Non-performing assets 
(NPA).

“The real test is, will the NDA-2 

match the record of UPA-2 and that 
of UPA-1. Let’s assume that PM is 
right when he says that loans given 
under UPA have turned bad. How 
many of those loans were renewed 
or rolled over (that is ‘evergreened’) 
under NDA?” Chidambaram wrote 
on Twitter. “Why were those loans 
not recalled? Why were those loans 
evergreened? How many loans and 

how much that were given after May 
2014 have become non-performing 
assets? This question was asked in 
Parliament but there is no answer so 
far,” the senior Congress leader added.

Chidambaram also thanked Prin-
cipal Economic Adviser Sanjeev San-
yal for endorsing his view that the Q1 
GDP growth of 8.2 per cent is largely 
due to the low base effect (5.6).

Srinagar, Sep. 2 (PTI): National Con-
ference president Farooq Abdullah 
Sunday denounced Additional Solici-
tor General of India (ASG) for saying 
in the Supreme Court that “there is an 
aspect of gender discrimination” in 
Article 35A of the Constitution.

The Lok Sabha member from Sri-
nagar was reacting to the stand taken 
by the ASG Tushar Mehta in the apex 
court last Friday. During the hearing, 
the ASG agreed to the contention 
that Article 35A and certain aspects 
needed to be debated upon and said, 
“It can’t be denied that there is an 
aspect of gender discrimination in 
it (Article 35A)”.  “Such a statement, 
if made before the SC on behalf of 
Jammu & Kashmir government indi-
cates that instead of defending Article 
35-A and asking for the challenge to 
be dismissed based upon earlier con-
stitution bench judgment, the state 
government has virtually conceded 
before the SC that some parts of Arti-
cle 35-A deserve to be struck down,” 
Abdullah said in a statement.

He also expressed concern that 
the Advocate General of Jammu and 
Kashmir has been virtually sidelined 
and made to take a back seat in such 
a sensitive litigation concerning the 
unique legal history and constitu-
tional status of the state of Jammu 

and Kashmir under Section 42 of the 
constitution of Jammu and Kashmir.

“The Advocate General is ap-
pointed for state and is obligated to 
represent and defend the interests of 
the people of the state. He is the con-
stitutional authority and a guardian of 
the interests of the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir before all courts,” Abdul-
lah said. He asked the government of 
J&K to take immediate steps to ensure 
that the state does not facilitate the 
striking down of Article 35-A by its 
subtle support and admissions made 
before the Supreme Court.

Last Friday, the Supreme Court 
deferred till January next year the 
crucial hearing on pleas challenging 
the constitutional validity of Article 
35 A, which provides special rights 
and privileges to the natives of Jammu 
and Kashmir, after the Centre and the 
state said that polls to local bodies 
polls there would go on till December.

A bench headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra was told by Attorney 
General K K Venugopal and ASG Tush-
ar Mehta, representing the Centre and 
Jammu and Kashmir government 
respectively that the issue of Article 
35A was “very sensitive” and keeping 
in mind the law and order aspect, the 
hearing be held in January or March, 
2019.

During the hearing, a lawyer gave 
an illustration and said if a native 
woman of the state married an out-
sider, she loses several rights, includ-
ing property rights, in the state, but if 
a man marries a Pakistani women, he 
and his spouse both get all the rights.

The ASG, however, agreed to the 
contention that Article 35A and cer-
tain aspects needed to be debated 
upon and said, “It can’t be denied that 
there is an aspect of gender discrimi-
nation in it (Article 35A).” 

On August 6, the apex court had 
said that a three-judge bench would 
decide whether the pleas challenging 
Article 35A should be referred to a five-
judge constitution bench for examin-
ing the larger issue of alleged violation 
of the doctrine of basic structure of the 
Constitution. 

An NGO, ‘Ikkjut Jammu’, has also 
filed a plea seeking quashing of the 
provision. It has said that Article 35-A 
furthers the “two nation theory which 
is against the theory of secularism”.

The state government, while de-
fending the Article, had cited two 
verdicts of the constitution benches of 
the Supreme Court in 1961 and 1969, 
which had upheld the powers of the 
President under Article 370(1)(d) of 
the Constitution to pass constitutional 
orders.
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News IN BrIef
UK prime minister says no, again, 
to second Brexit vote
London, Sep. 2 (PTI/AP): Britain’s prime minister has 
again spoken out against calls for a second referendum 
on Britain’s decision to split with the European Union. 
Theresa May wrote in the Sunday Telegraph that it would 
be a “gross betrayal of our democracy” to have another 
vote. She said “millions came out to have their say” in the 
June 2016 vote that set Brexit in motion. Her embattled 
government has faced increasingly strident calls for another 
vote once the terms of Britain’s future relations with the EU 
are known. The prime minister used the column to defend 
her “Chequers proposal” that would maintain some ties 
with the EU, and said she won’t be pushed around by EU 
negotiators. Britain is expected to leave the EU in March 
and enter a transition phase.

5 killed in China floods
Beijing, Sep. 2 (IANS): At least five people were killed 
and 16 others missing after floods lashed China’s Yunnan 
province on Sunday, authorities said. The flood was 
caused by heavy rain that started pounding the Mengdong 
Township, Malipo County early on Sunday, Xinhua news 
agency cited the county’s publicity office. The disaster has 
also injured five people, damaged homes, cut electricity 
supply and communications, and caused cave-ins in the 
township. The provincial civil affairs and meteorological 
authorities have activated emergency responses to the 
disaster. Rescue work is underway.

Pope Francis calls for negotiations, 
civilian protection in Syria
Vatican City, Sep. 2 (IANS): Pope Francis on Sunday 
called on the international community to ensure the 
safety of civilians in Syria’s Idlib province, one of the last 
opposition-held territories in the conflict-ridden nation. 
“The winds of war are still blowing and we are receiving 
disturbing news of a possible humanitarian catastrophe 
in Syria, in the province of Idlib,” Efe news quoted the 
pontiff who was addressing a crowd at the Vatican during 
the Angelus prayer. “I renew my appeal to the international 
community and to all the actors involved to use diplomacy, 
dialogue and negotiations in accordance with international 
humanitarian law to protect the lives of civilians,” he added. 
The UN has also requested international parties involved 
in the Syrian civil war to do everything to prevent open 
warfare in Idlib, which is home to around three million 
people. In recent years, the government of Bashar al-Assad 
has used Idlib province as a repository for rebel fighters and 
families evacuated from other regions of the country. 

Death toll reaches 7 in Somalia blast 
Mogadishu (Somalia), Sep. 2 (IANS): The death toll in 
the suicide car bomb blast in Somalia’s Mogadishu reached 
seven on Sunday, police said. The attack, which took place 
at 8 a.m. in Howlwadag district, injured several people, 
damaged nearby houses, blew off the roof of a mosque and 
caused a nearby school to collapse, Efe news reported. The 
militant group al-Shabab, which has waged an insurgency 
for more than 10 years, has claimed to be behind the 
attack. In a similar incident on July 14, seven people were 
killed and several others injured in two explosions near the 
presidential palace in Mogadishu. In October 2017, the 
group committed the deadliest attack in Somali history 
when a truck bomb killed 512 people in a crowded street 
in Mogadishu.

China welcomes end of  EU 
restrictions on solar panel imports
Beijing, Sep. 2 (IANS): China on Sunday welcomed the 
European Union’s (EU) decision to not extend anti-dumping 
and anti-subsidy measures on imports of  Chinese solar 
panels after they expire on September 3. The Trade Ministry 
said in a statement on Sunday that the decision to remove 
the measures that had been in place for almost five years 
would restore the trade of solar panels between China and 
the EU in line with normal market conditions and create a 
more stable and predictable business environment, reports 
Efe news. China has viewed the measure as a successful 
resolution of trade disputes through discussions, and added 
that Beijing wants to continue cooperating with Europe to 
boost global free trade and a multilateral rules-based trading 
system. The EU had imposed the measures in December 
2013 after months-long investigations which confirmed 
that Chinese companies were selling solar panels in Europe 
for prices far lower than normal for the market and were 
receiving “illegal” market subsidies from Chinese authorities.

AP/PTI

People gather for the Communist Party rally protesting retirement age hikes in St.Petersburg, Russia, 
Sunday, Sept. 2, 2018. The poster reads: ‘Putin means war, death, ruin, poverty, hunger, unemployment 
and lawlessness’. 

Moscow, Sep. 2 (IANS): Thousands protest-
ed on Sunday across Russia against govern-
ment plans to raise the national pension 
age, after heeding the call to demonstrate 
from Russia’s Communist Party and other 
left-wing organisations.

President Vladimir Putin on Wednes-
day softened his stance on the reforms in a 
bid to quell protests, saying the retirement 
age for women would only rise from 55 to 
60 instead of 63, as initially planned, while 
for men, the age would increase from 60 to 
65, Efe news reported.

Communist Party leader Gennady 
Zyuganov spoke at the rally, asserting that 

“there is no confidence in the government 
and there will be even less if they approve 
the reforms”, which he described as “can-
nibalistic”.

The changes have been given a prelimi-
nary green-light by the State Duma, Rus-
sia’s lower parliament, but have provoked 
widespread outrage across the country.

Opinion polling has shown that about 
90 per cent of Russians are against increas-
ing the retirement age.  According to Mos-
cow Police, around 6,000 people took part 
in the demonstration while the organisers 
estimated that around 100,000 people 
participated.

Lviv, Sep. 2 (PTI/AP): The Ukraini-
an city of Lviv, once a major center 
of Jewish life in Eastern Europe, is 
commemorating the 75th anni-
versary of the annihilation of the 
city’s Jewish population by Nazi 
Germany and honoring those 
working today to preserve what 
they can of that vanished world. 

City authorities honored re-
cipients during a ceremony Sun-
day with 75 sculptured glass keys 
modeled by an American artist 
on an old metal synagogue key 
that she found at a Lviv market. 
The commemorations, includ-
ing a concert amid the ruins of 
synagogues, come amid a larger 
attempt to revive the suppressed 
memories of the Jews who were 
once an integral part of life in the 
region.

“God forbid our city once 
suffered such a misfortune,” Lviv 
Mayor Andriy Sadovyi said at the 

ceremony. “Today we cannot even 
imagine for a moment the pain, 
humiliation and grief that thou-
sands of Lviv’s people suffered in 
the last century.” 

Iryna Matsevko, deputy direc-
tor of the Center for Urban History 
of East Central Europe and one of 
the organizers, said it was the first 
time the western Ukrainian city 
has acknowledged the efforts in 
such an extensive way.

She said it comes amid a grow-
ing consciousness in Ukrainian 
society of the need to remember 
the Jews who were annihilated by 
Nazi forces during their occupa-
tion of Eastern Europe, which 
occurred with the participation of 
local people in some cases. 

The new efforts have included 
Jewish history courses at uni-
versities, new research by young 
Ukrainian scholars and grassroots 
efforts by local teachers and other 

volunteers that otherwise get 
little attention. Volunteers have 
also worked to recover Jewish 
gravestones that were used to 
pave roads and return them to 
cemeteries. “This is part of the 
process of reviving the memory 
of the Jewish heritage. 

Of course, this process is slow. 
I want it to be quicker, but for the 
last 10 years we have seen how 
the Jewish heritage is returning 
to people’s consciousness and a 
lot of activities are taking place,” 
Matsevko said. 

“It is very important that peo-
ple are being acknowledged for 
their work in Jewish heritage.” 
Before World War II, Lviv and the 
surrounding area belonged to 
Poland. 

Then called Lwow, it was the 
third largest Jewish community 
in prewar Poland after Warsaw 
and Lodz, with most working as 

merchants, manufacturers or 
artisans. Before World War I, Lviv 
and the surrounding area were 
part of the eastern Galicia region 
of the Austro-Hungarian empire 
and the city was called by its Ger-
man name, Lemberg.

In June 1941, Germany at-
tacked the Soviet Union, its 
former ally. When the German 
forces entered the city they and 
their Ukrainian collaborators 
massacred Jews in the city and 
countryside. While occupying the 
area, Germans murdered Jews in 
the ghetto, the Belzec death camp 
and a forced labor camp, Janows-
ka, with the final annihilation 
occurring in 1943, the anniversary 
that was being marked Sunday.

Of a population of about 
150,000 Jews, only an estimated 1 
percent survived.

In the postwar years, with 
Ukraine part of the Soviet Union, 

the memories of the murdered 
Jews began to vanish. Historian 
Omer Bartov has called the area 
a “land of memory and oblivion, 
coexistence and erasure, high 
hopes and dashed illusions.” 

The remembrance work is 
taking place as Ukraine finds 
itself mired in crisis and conflict 
following Russia’s annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and 
with a Russia-backed insurgency 
in the east. 

With Ukraine under attack, 
nationalism has been on the 
rise, with some lauding the Nazi-
affiliated irregulars who fought 
against the Soviet Army in World 
War II. To what extent this has 
led to greater anti-Semitism is a 
matter of dispute, but some of 
those working on the ground in 
western Ukraine feel that level of 
real anti-Semitism is exaggerated 
as of a Russian propaganda effort.

Washington, Sep. 2 (PTI/AP): John McCain is being 
laid to rest at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

The private burial Sunday next to Adm Chuck 
Larson brings to a close the six-term senator’s cross-
country farewell after he died of brain cancer August 
25 in Arizona. The procession was carefully designed by 
McCain as a final call to arms to a nation he feared was 
at risk of losing its civility and sense of shared purpose.

To illustrate the warning, McCain asked former 
Presidents Barack Obama and George W Bush to eulo-
gize him at Washington National Cathedral. The service 
Saturday was a rebuke of President Donald Trump’s 
divisive politics. Trump had mocked McCain for getting 
captured in Vietnam and was not invited to any events. 
The president spent the day tweeting and golfing.

Washington, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
US President Donald 
Trump said on Saturday 
that there is “no political 
necessity” to keep Canada 
in the new North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) deal.

“If we don’t make a 
fair deal for the US after 
decades of abuse, Canada 
will be out,” Trump said 
via Twitter, threatening to 
terminate the 24-year-old 
trilateral trade deal.

“We were far better off 
before NAFTA -- should 
never have been signed ... 
we make new deal or go 
back to pre-NAFTA!”, he 
wrote.

Trump’s comments 
came after the United 
States and Canada failed 
to meet a Friday deadline 
imposed by the Trump ad-
ministration to revamp the 
NAFTA trade agreement as 
major differences remain 

in bilateral talks, Xinhua 
reported.

“Our officials are con-
tinuing to work toward 
agreement,” US Trade Rep-
resentative (USTR) Robert 
Lighthizer said Friday in 
a statement, adding the 
USTR team will resume 
trade talks with its Cana-
dian counterparts next 
Wednesday.

The White House has 
pressured Canada to ac-
cept the preliminary agree-
ment it struck with Mexico 
on Monday to update 
the trilateral trade deal. 
But Canada insisted that 
it would only sign a new 
agreement that is good for 
the country.

It is still unclear wheth-
er the United States and 
Canada will work out their 
differences in the next few 
weeks.

Trump has threatened 
to slap additional tariffs 

on imported autos from 
Canada if the two sides 
are unable to reach a new 
trade deal.

While US officials have 
indicated that they are pre-
pared to go ahead and sign 
a NAFTA deal only with 
Mexico, the US business 
community and many law-
makers have insisted that 
the NAFTA deal should 
remain a trilateral pact.

“Anything other than a 
trilateral agreement won’t 
win congressional approv-
al and would lose business 
support,” President and 
CEO of the US Chamber 
of Commerce, Thomas 
Donohue, said Friday in a 
statement.

Talks on renegotiating 
the NAFTA began in August 
2017 as Trump threatened 
to withdraw from the tri-
lateral trade deal, which 
he claimed harmed US 
industries and jobs.

Washington, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
The daughter of late Sen. 
John McCain on Saturday 
took aim at the President 
of the US in an emotional 
eulogy at the Washington 
National Cathedral.

In her remarks, she 
praised her father and con-
trasted his life with that 
of Donald Trump, Efe re-
ported.

“He was a great man,” 
Meghan McCain said of the 
two-time presidential can-
didate, long-time member 
of the US’s upper house 
of Congress representing 
Arizona and chairman of 
the Senate Armed Forces 
Committee from 2015 until 
his death of brain cancer 
last Saturday.

“We gather here to 
mourn the passing of 
American greatness - the 
real thing, not cheap rheto-
ric from men who will never 
come near the sacrifice 
he gave so willingly, nor 
the opportunistic appro-
priation of those who lived 

lives of comfort and privi-
lege while he suffered and 
served.”

Those remarks clearly 
were targeted at Trump, 
who received five defer-
ments excusing him from 
military duty during the 
Vietnam War.

John McCain, for his 
part, was well-known for 
his military service in the 
Vietnam War and particu-
larly for having been held 
prisoner for five years and 
tortured by his captors.

Meghan McCain, the 
co-host of the American 
talk show “The View,” also 
used her remarks to criti-
cize Trump’s slogan during 
his presidential campaign 
- “Make America Great 
Again.”

“The America of John 
McCain is generous and 
welcoming and bold. She 
is resourceful and confi-
dent and secure. She meets 
her responsibilities. She 
speaks quietly because she 
is strong. America does not 

Islamabad, Sep. 2 (PTI): Pa-
kistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has roped in some re-
nowned foreign economists in 
the newly-constituted econom-
ic advisory panel to provide 
the best possible professional 
advice to his cash-strapped 
government on prudent eco-
nomic policies, media reported 
on Sunday. 

The immediate challenge 
for the Khan-led government is 
to arrange finances to fill about 
a USD 10 billion gap that is aris-
ing due to higher outflows than 
estimated inflows.

Pakistan’s current account 
deficit stands at USD 18 bil-
lion, while its foreign currency 
reserves are just over USD 10 
billion, enough to cover two 
months of imports, according 
to figures released before the 
cricketer-turned-politician was 
sworn-in as prime minister.

One of the first tests facing 
Khan’s government is whether 
to seek a bailout from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund or 
to turn to China with a plea for 
more economic aid.

Unlike past practices, the 
new 18-member Economic 

Advisory Council (EAC) will be 
headed by the prime minister 
himself to ensure that the best 
possible professional advice 
is available to the Pakistan Te-
hreek-e-Insaf-led government 
to inform, optimise and syner-
gise the formulation and imple-
mentation of its economic and 
financial policies.

The first meeting of the 
council will be convened soon, 
Dawn newspaper reported.

In the past, EACs were head-
ed by finance ministers with 
no definite agenda for regular 
meetings. It was observed that 

EAC met even once in four 
months and its advice was not 
considered seriously. Conse-
quently, EACs have become 
mere debating forums, the 
report said.

According to the terms of 
reference, the ministry of fi-
nance will be the nodal govern-
ment agency for the EAC, which 
will function in an entirely non-
partisan manner and is expect-
ed to strengthen existing state 
institutions in a collaborative 
and concerted manner.

The ultimate goal of the 
EAC is to promote analytically 

sound and evidence-based 
reforms and initiatives for the 
progress and development of 
Pakistan.

Out of the EAC’s 18 mem-
bers, seven belong to govern-
ment and 11 are from the pri-
vate sector.

From the private sector, 
three leading international 
academics made EAC mem-
bers are Atif R Mian of Princ-
eton University (Department 
of Member Economics) and 
Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public Policy), Asim ljaz Kha-
waja, Sumitomo-FASID Profes-

sor of Member International 
Finance and Development at 
the Harvard Kennedy School, 
and lmran Rasul, Professor of 
Economics, Department of 
Member Economics, University 
College, London.

The council is expected to 
play a pivotal role in strength-
ening the government’s capac-
ity to design and introduce 
sound and effective policies 
for rapid and continued social 
and economic advancement, 
human resource development, 
improvement of business proc-
esses, and strengthening of data 

services.
The council will also fa-

cilitate capacity building of 
the government in conducting 
policy analysis and will assist 
the government in reaching out 
to the international network of 
recognised economists to invite 
them to contribute to Pakistan’s 
development.

Prime Minister Khan has 
asked the committee to give 
its recommendations in two 
weeks for possible steps to be 
taken for expedient return of 
unlawfully acquired assets from 
abroad.

Washington, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
The US military has an-
nounced that it was can-
celling $300 million in aid 
to Pakistan over what it 
calls Islamabad’s failure to 
take action against militant 
groups, a new blow to wors-
ening bilateral ties between 
the two countries.

“Due to a lack of Pa-
kistani decisive actions 
in support of the South 
Asia Strategy, the remain-
ing $300 million was re-
programmed,” Pentagon 

spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel Kone Faulkner said 
in a statement on Saturday.

“We continue to press 
Pakistan to indiscriminately 
target all terrorist groups,” 
Faulkner said, adding that 
the $300 million aid, which 
had earlier been suspend-
ed, would be now aimed at 
spending on other “urgent 
priorities” due to “a lack of 
Pakistani decisive actions” 
in tackling the issue.

The move, which needs 
to be approved by US Con-

gress, is part of a broader 
suspension announced in 
January when Washington 
had announced that it was 
cutting almost all security 
aid to the Islamabad, re-
ports the BBC.

Saturday’s announce-
ment comes before US 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo’s scheduled visit 
to Pakistan this week and 
meet the country’s newly-
elected Prime Minister, Im-
ran Khan.

The US State Depart-

ment has criticised Paki-
stan for failing to deal with 
terrorist networks operat-
ing on its soil, including 
the Haqqani network and 
the Afghan Taliban with 
President Donald Trump 
also accusing Islamabad 
of deceiving Washington 
while receiving billions of 
dollars.

Washington has long 
complained that Pakistan 
provides a safe haven to 
militant groups, including 
the Afghan Taliban, Haqqa-

ni Network and Al Qaeda, 
allowing them to carry out 
cross-border attacks in Af-
ghanistan.

Pakistan has denied 
these claims.

Since 2002, Pakistan has 
received over $33 billion in 
US assistance, including 
$14 billion in Coalition Sup-
port Funds, a US Defence 
Department programme to 
reimburse allies that have 
incurred costs in support-
ing counter-insurgency 
operations.

Thousands protest in Russia 
against plans to raise pension age

Ukrainian city remembers Jews on Holocaust anniversary

McCain ends 81-year journey 
with burial at Naval Academy

‘No political necessity’ to keep 
Canada in new NAFTA deal — Trump

McCain’s daughter takes shot 
at Trump during eulogy

PM Imran Khan ropes in foreign experts to rebuild Pak’s debt-ridden economy

Us cancels $300 million aid 
to Pakistan over terror groups 

boast because she has no 
need. The America of John 
McCain has no need to be 
made great again because 
America was always great,”

In May, the New York 
Times reported that those 
close to McCain had told 
the White House that Vice 
President Mike Pence would 
be welcome to attend the 
senator’s funeral but that 
Trump would not be.

During his campaign, 
Trump mocked McCain’s 
service in Vietnam, saying, 
“He’s not a war hero. He’s 
a war hero because he was 
captured? I like people who 
weren’t captured.”

The two men’s relation-
ship remained rocky after 
the real estate mogul’s sur-
prise victory in the 2016 
presidential election.

One of the most tense 
episodes came in July of 
last year, when McCain - 
shortly after making public 
his brain cancer diagnosis 
- joined just two other GOP 
colleagues in voting against 
a Republican-proposed 
bill that would have re-
pealed certain aspects of 
the 2010 Affordable Care 
Act, a US health-care over-
haul popularly known as 
“Obamacare.” Meghan Mc-
Cain was the first speaker at 
Saturday’s memorial serv-
ice for the late senator at 
the Washington National 
Cathedral.

Also scheduled to de-
liver eulogies on Saturday 
are two former presidents, 
Barack Obama (who de-
feated McCain in the 2008 
presidential election) and 
George W. Bush (who beat 
out McCain in the race for 
the 2000 Republican presi-
dential nomination).
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Alobo Naga & The Band (ANTB) are currently on their pre album promotional tour managed 
by Unwind Entertainment. Thousands of people was said to have come to support the band 
as they took the stage at Great North-eastern Momo Fest at Khanapara Veterinary ground in 
Guwahati on Sat. Sept. “ANTB performed mostly their new songs which were well received 
by the crowd and few covers along with their hit songs like “painted dreams” and “come back 
home”. Fung Walling of ANTB stated “we always feel like coming back home every time we 
perform at Guwahati, because this is the city where we shot our first music video and started 
our career.” ANTB will be heading to Delhi for NEST FEST at Talkatora stadium and will be 
playing four shows in Delhi at different locations and will be heading down to South India to 
perform in Chennai and Vellore, informed a press note. (EMN)

Alobo Naga & The Band performs at Momo Fest Guwahati
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B
eatles legend 
Paul McCartney 
says “work is 
play” for him 
and he has no 

plans of hanging up his 
boots as of now.

The 76-year-old music 
icon said the people can 
move the retirement age 
as far as they like as he 
seems to be having fun 
even today.

McCartney, however, 
revealed he contemplated 
quitting in 2007, when he 
was 65.

Asked if he thought 
about retirement, he told 
Q magazine, “Inevitably 
you do, I mean, I had 
those thoughts at 65. 
Which is a while ago. ‘Cos 

65 is the retirement age. In 
my world, in the working 
class.” 

When reminded that it 
has been pushed back to 
66 now, the veteran singer 
added, “Oh they moved 
it? Hey, they can move it 
as far as they like, I don’t 
mind. ‘Cos my work is 
play. Seems to be working 
OK.” 

The “Hey Jude” hit-
maker is set to release his 
new studio album ‘Egypt 
Station’ in September, 
which will mark his first 
album in five years.

McCarntney plans 
to do several “little gigs” 
before the new record hits 
the shelves.

PTI

S
inger Ariana 
Grande, who 
performed at 
the funeral of 
late legendary 

singer Aretha Franklin, faced 
criticism from twitteratis for 
wearing short dress at the 
funeral.

The 24-year-old, who 
sang soulful songs like “(You 
Make Me Feel Like) A Natu-
ral Woman” at the funeral, 
got accused for disrespecting 
Franklin by wearing a black 
mini dress at her mourning 
prayer, reports dailymail.
co.uk. Former CNN execu-
tive producer, Tenisha Taylor 
Bell wrote on twitter,”Ariana 
Grande don’t know the 
below the knee rule for the 
pulpit in the black church.”

Even some of her fans 
reacted on social- network-
ing site. Here are some of the 
tweets. 

*Ariana grande that dress 
in front of all the seniors 
though.. My grandma would 
have whooped my ass while 
the congregation watches.

*Loved Ariana Grande 
at the same time that dress 
was very inappropriate I am 
sorry.

*Someone said Ariana-
Grande ponytail longer than 
her dress.

*Her dress is inappropri-
ate and not fitting for the 
memorial of Aretha Franklin. 

Franklin was laid to rest 
in a mausoleum on Friday 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, the 
final resting place of her 
father.

IANS

F
ashion designer Victoria 
Beckham told her 
children her marriage 
is solid amid false ru-
mours of her husband 

David cheating.
She revealed all to Vogue 

magazine as the couple holidayed 
in the South of France. 

The couple sat down with 
seven-year-old daughter Harper, 
and her three teenage brothers 
to reassure them their marriage 
was solid after David was falsely 
linked to another woman.

The interview with the 
magazine was initially intended 
to mark her 10 years in fashion. 
But she wanted to address claims 
which swept social media three 
months ago that she was divorc-
ing, reports thesun.co.uk.

The fashion designer, 44, 
requested her husband to join her 
for the cover photograph - though 
a “sultry” solo one of Victoria was 

R
onnie Woods wife Sally 
says they may have more 
children now that the 
rock legend has won his 
 cancer fight.

The Rolling Stones guitarist, 70, 
smoked for 50 years but quit when 
she gave birth to their daughters 
Alice and Gracie, now 2.

Sally said coping with his 
 diagnosis of lung cancer last year 
was tough but made them “in-
credibly grateful” for their lives 
together, reports mirror.co.uk.

Now Ronnie’s health wor-
ries are over.

She said: “I’d love to have 
twins again. We’d be very 
happy if more arrive. Twins 
are much easier because 
they play together. Twins 
again and then we have dou-
ble everything. We are good to 

go. I’m 40 now but you never know.”
Speaking for the first time since 

Ronnie got the all clear following an 
operation last year, she opened up of 
their ordeal after his diagnosis.

Sally said: “In a period of a week 
we moved house, the twins turned 
one and Ronnie had a major cancer 
scare. That 

was an intense week, that was too 
much.”

She admitted she could not think 
of a future without Ronnie, adding: “I 
can’t really go there in my head but it 
is a part of life.

“Anything can happen to anyone 
at anytime but it does highlight 
things. We live in the moment 
anyway. We don’t plan far ahead. But 
it certainly makes you very grateful 
and appreciative and how fortunate 

we are.
“I think that was one of the 

worst periods for me ever. There 
was a lot to deal with but it all 
happened very quickly so we 
were lucky. He obviously got 
better and recently had all of 
his tests done again and has 
been given the all clear so that 

is very positive.”
IANS

also taken.
A friend said the Beckhams are 

always “transparent” with their 
children.

Sources said: “Allegations 
about the state of their marriage 
and ridiculous claims about David 
are extremely hurtful, and obvi-
ously potentially very distressing 
for the kids.

“Whilst publicly they main-
tained a united front by laughing 
off the rumours, behind closed 
doors they’ve taken them much 
more seriously. They sat the chil-
dren down and addressed these 
horrific, hurtful whispers. 

“Both David and Victoria are 
very transparent with the kids to 
ensure they hear things directly 
from them - and not from the play-
ground. After the latest furore, they 
once again took the decision to be 
open and honest with them, reas-
suring them Daddy is not a cheat.”

IANS

Lana Del Ray postpones Israel show amid rowSunny Leone influences everything husband does

Important for women to be 
fearless — Kareena Kapoor Khan

S
inger Lana Del Rey has 
postponed her upcom-
ing performance in Israel 
after struggling to set up 
another show in Palestine 

to appease fans on both sides of the 
political conflict.

The singer recently sparked a 
backlash after joining the line-up for 
the inaugural Meteor Festival in Tel 
Aviv next week as activists support-
ive of the Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement, which 
calls for a cultural boycott of Israel, 
urged her to reconsider the booking, 
reports aceshowbiz.com.

She initially tried to defend her 
decision by saying it had noth-
ing to do with politics or picking 
sides in the long-running conflict 
between the two nations, but 
days later, she returned to 
social media and promised to 
make amends by visiting 
Palestine too, before the 
scheduled Israeli show 
on September 7.

However, on August 
31, she announced her 

hopes of making stops in both coun-
tries have been dashed as she has 
been unable to make the schedule 
work.

As a result, 
Ray has 

chosen to pull out of the Meteor 
Festival headlining set, and delay her 
first gig in Israel until a later date.

She tweeted: “It’s important to 
me to perform in both Palestine and 
Israel and treat all my fans equally. 

“Unfortunately it has not been 
possible to line up both visits with 
such short notice and therefore I am 
postponing my appearance at the 

Meteor Festival until a time when 
I can schedule visits for both my 
Israeli and Palestinian fans, as well 
as hopefully other countries in the 
region.”

The Meteor Festival is 
still scheduled to go ahead as 
planned, with acts including 
Kamasi Washington, Flying Lotus, 
Pusha T, and Soulwax on the bill, 

but organisers have made 
it clear they do not 

appreciate the late 
change of heart, 
accusing Ray of 
using the event 
to increase her 
media profile.

IANS

S
unny Leone has 
time and again 
expressed that 
her husband 
Daniel Weber is 

her pillar of strength. The 
musician also says there 
is not even one aspect 
of his life wherein he 
doesnt seek his star wife’s 
opinion. 

Daniel said his life 
revolves around his wife 
and their children. 

“She probably influ-
ences everything that I 
do in my life. We discuss 
everything -- not always 
as husband and wife but 
in terms of business as 
well. There is not even 
one aspect of my life that 
I don’t ask her opinion 
on -- whether it is crea-
tive opinion or business 
opinion,” Daniel told IANS 
in an interview over phone 
from Mumbai. 

“That is the mutual 
respect that we have for 
each other. We respect 
each other and just want 
each other’s thought or 
take on something. It has 
been a long time since I 
made a unilateral decision 
without my wife giving 
her input,” he added with 
a laugh. 

Sunny and Daniel 
have been together for the 
last seven years. They sur-
prised everyone last year 
when they announced 
that they had adopted a 
baby girl named Nisha 
from Latur. 

They sprang another 
surprise in March by an-
nouncing that they had 
expanded their family 
by including two more 
children -- sons Noah and 
Asher -- via surrogacy.

For Daniel, embracing 
fatherhood has been a big 
but beautiful change. 

“I believe I am 
extremely a hands-on 
father. For instance today, 
the reason we are on a call 
at 2.30 p.m. is because at 
1.30 p.m., I pick-up my 
daughter from school 
every day and at 2 p.m 
I read her a book and at 
2.15 p.m., she takes a nap 
and at 2.30 p.m., I am on a 
call with you.

“So how has it changed 
me? Well, everything in my 
life revolves around what 
my kids are doing.”

Professionally, Daniel 
fronts Los Angeles-based 
rock and roll band The 
Disparrows. He says he 
makes it a point to come 
out with an album after 
every two years. What 
about cutting an album 
for the Indian market? 

“We do a lot of stuff. I 
look after all of her work 
too,” he said.

IANS

K
areena Kapoor Khan believes 
in challenging the norms, be 
it with her film choices like 
“Chameli”, “Asoka” and 
“Jab We Met”, 

or her decision to flaunt 
her baby bump, and the 
actor says it is necessary 
for women to be fearless 
to succeed in their lives. 

The 37-year-old ac-
tor says women should 
not shy away from 
living life on their own 
terms and even fight, 
if need be. 

“It is important 
for women to be 
fearless. It is neces-
sary to be fearless 
in your choices. I 
am a fearless person myself. Be it the 
choice of roles I have made, the way I 
lived my life post marriage or after a baby.

The actor, who is considered to be the 
modern-day Bollywood diva, says she 
does not take the tag seriously and lives 
her life as normally as any other woman. 

“I don’t consider myself a diva. I think 
I am as normal a person as anyone else. 
I stay in my most normal clothes. I think 

I am the most normally dressed person 
when I am flying. I never sport an airport 
look. 

“Being a diva or being glamorous 
comes naturally to me. I don’t know 

how and why it is like 
that... But I like it when 
people say I am a diva 
or a fashion icon. But at 
the same time, there is 
a side of me when I am 
without any make-up, 
like any other woman. 
When I am at home with 
my family, I am just my-
self,” she said. 

Kareena, who was last 
seen in “Veere Di Wedding”, 
will soon start working on a 
Dharma Productions project 
opposite Akshay Kumar.

The actor is also part of 
the multi- starrer “Takht”, to be directed 
by Karan Johar. The cast includes Ranveer 
Singh, Alia Bhatt, Bhumi Pednekar, Vicky 
Kaushal, Janhvi Kapoor and Anil Kapoor. 
It is scheduled to be released in 2020. 

Kareena is excited about working with 
Ranveer and said reuniting with Karan is 
like homecoming.

PTI
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New York, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
The conditions for life on 
planets entirely covered in 
water are more fluid than 
previously thought, which 
opens up the possibility of 
water worlds being habit-
able, according to a new 
study.

The scientific commu-
nity has largely assumed 
that planets covered in a 
deep ocean would not sup-
port the cycling of minerals 
and gases that keeps the 
climate stable on Earth, and 
thus would not be friendly 
to life. 

But the study, published 
in The Astrophysical Jour-
nal, found that ocean plan-
ets could stay in the “sweet 
spot” for habitability much 
longer than previously as-

sumed. 
“This really pushes back 

against the idea you need 
an Earth clone, that is, a 
planet with some land and 
a shallow ocean,” said lead 
author Edwin Kite, Assis-
tant Professor at University 
of Chicago.

Because life needs an 
extended period to evolve, 
and because the light and 
heat on planets can change 
as their stars age, scientists 
usually look for planets that 
have both some water and 
some way to keep their cli-
mates stable over time. The 
primary method we know 
of is how Earth does it. 

Over long timescales, 
Earth cools itself by draw-
ing down greenhouse gases 
into minerals and warms 

itself up by releasing them 
via volcanoes.

But this model does 
not work on a water world, 
with deep water covering 
the rock and suppressing 
volcanoes, the researchers 
said.

To find if there was an-
other way, they set up a 
simulation with thousands 
of randomly generated 
planets, and tracked the 
evolution of their climates 
over billions of years.

“The surprise was that 
many of them stay stable 
for more than a billion 
years, just by luck of the 
draw,” Kite said. “Our best 
guess is that it’s on the or-
der of 10 per cent of them.”

These lucky planets 
sit in the right location 

around their stars. They 
happened to have the right 
amount of carbon present, 
and they do not have too 
many minerals and ele-
ments from the crust dis-
solved in the oceans that 
would pull carbon out of 
the atmosphere. 

They have enough wa-
ter from the start, and they 
cycle carbon between the 
atmosphere and ocean 
only, which in the right 
concentrations is sufficient 
to keep things stable.

“How much time a 
planet has is basically de-
pendent on carbon dioxide 
and how it’s partitioned 
between the ocean, at-
mosphere and rocks in its 
early years,” Kite noted. “It 
does seem there is a way to 

keep a planet habitable for 
a long-term without the 
geochemical cycling we 
see on Earth.”

The simulations as-
sumed stars that are like 
our own, but the results 
are optimistic for red dwarf 
stars too, he said. 

Planets in red dwarf 
systems are thought to be 
promising candidates for 
fostering life because these 
stars get brighter much 
more slowly than our sun, 
giving life a much longer 
time period to get started. 

The same conditions 
modelled in the study 
could be applied to plan-
ets around red dwarfs, Kate 
said, adding that theoreti-
cally, all you would need 
is the steady light of a star.

Sydney, Sep. 1 (IANS): A 
team of scientists has been 
successful in significantly 
improving the accuracy of 
the global positioning sys-
tem (GPS) in smartphones.

By combining signals 
from four different Global 
Navigation Satellite Sys-
tems (GNSSs), research-
ers from the University 
of Otago, New Zealand in 
collaboration with Curtin 
University, Australia dem-
onstrated that it is pos-
sible to achieve centimetre 
(cm)-level precise position-
ing on a smartphone.

“It’s all down to the 
mathematics we applied 
to make the most of the 
relatively low-cost tech-
nology smartphones use 
to receive GNSS signals. 
We believe this new ca-
pability will revolutionise 
applications that require 
cm-level positioning,” said 
Dr Robert Odolinski from 
the University of Otago. 

The new approach uses 
only one of two frequencies 
but collects data from more 
satellites, for what is called 
a “multi-constellation” 

Washington, Sep. 1 (IANS): Sending hu-
mans back to the moon would not require 
a big Apollo-style budget boost, NASA Ad-
ministrator Jim Bridenstine has said.

The Apollo programme in the mid-
1960s gobbled up about 4.5 per cent of the 
federal budget, but NASA’s current budget 
share is around just 0.5 per cent.

The amount should be enough 
to mount crewed lunar mis-
sions in the next 10 years 
or so, Space.com quoted 
Bridenstine as saying at 
NASA’s Ames Research 
Center. 

But, the key lies in 
not going it alone and 
continuing to get relatively 
modest but important fi-
nancial bumps, he added. 

Bridenstine was on his first visit 
to NASA’s Ames.

“We now have more space agencies on 
the surface of the planet than we’ve ever 
had before. And even countries that don’t 
have a space agency - they have space ac-
tivities, and they want to partner with us on 
our return to the moon,” Bridenstine was 
quoted as saying by Space.com on Friday.

The NASA chief added that the space 
agency has a robust commercial market-
place of people that can provide access that 

historically did not exist. 
“So, between our international and 

commercial partners and our increased 
budget, I think we’re going to be in good 
shape to accomplish the objectives of 
Space Policy Directive 1,” Bridenstine 
noted.

The centerpiece of NASA’s crewed 
m o o n plans, at least in the short 

term, is the Lunar Or-
bital Platform-Gateway. 

This small, moon-orbit-
ing space station will be 

assembled and visited with 
the aid of the space agency’s 
Space Launch System mega-
rocket and Orion capsule, 

both of which are in develop-
ment, the report said. 
The Gateway will house up to 

four astronauts for a month or two at 
a time and serve as a hub for robotic and 
crewed exploration of the lunar surface. 

The first element of the Gateway -- its 
power and propulsion module -- is sched-
uled to launch in 2022. Other key pieces 
will be lofted shortly thereafter. If all goes 
according to plan, astronauts could visit the 
outpost as early as 2024 and start making 
trips to the lunar surface a few years later, 
before the end of the 2020s, NASA officials 
have said.

New York, Sep. 2 (PTI): Researchers have 
decoded the science behind the popular 
childhood activity of blowing soap bubbles 
-- a finding that may help improve prod-
ucts like sprays and foams.

In a series of experiments replicating 
bubble blowing, researchers at New York 
University (NYU) discovered two ways 
in which bubbles can be made: one, by 
pushing with a steady but strong wind on 
a soap film through a circular wand, which 
causes it to grow into a bubble, and two, by 
pushing with a gentle wind on an already-
inflated film in order to drive its further 
growth.

“This second method might explain 
how we often blow bubbles as kids: a quick 
puff bends the film outward and thereafter 
the film keeps growing even as the flow of 
air slows,” said Leif Ristroph, assistant pro-
fessor at NYU, who led the study.

“This is used by the bubble blowers 
we see in parks in the summertime,” said 
Ristroph.

“They simply walk, sufficiently fast, it 
seems, with a soapy loop of rope, which 
provides the relative wind needed to 
stretch out the film,” he said.

The results, published in the journal 
Physical Review Letters, point to potential 
applications in consumer products that 
contain bubbles or droplets, such as sprays, 
foams, and emulsions, which are combina-
tions of unmixable liquids.

As a physics problem, blowing bubbles 
is a question of how a liquid film -- typically 
soapy water -- interacts with an imposed 
flow of an external fluid, which is air in the 
case of bubble blowing.

This dynamic is crucial in understand-
ing how to enhance industrial production 

Singapore, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
Singaporean researchers 
have harnessed the power 
of artificial intelligence (AI) 
to successfully treat a pa-
tient with advanced cancer, 
completely halting disease 
progression.

The novel CURATE.AI 
platform, developed by the 
National University of Sin-
gapore (NUS), halted the 
progression of advanced 
cancer by continuously 
optimising novel drug com-
bination.

In a clinical study, a pa-
tient suffering with meta-
static castration-resistant 
prostate cancer (MCRPC) 
was given a novel drug 
combination consisting of 
investigational drug ZEN-
3694 and enzalutamide -- 
approved drug for prostate 
cancer. 

The team utilised CU-
RATE.AI to continuously 
identify the optimal doses 

of each drug to result in a 
durable response, allow-
ing the patient to resume 
a completely normal and 
active lifestyle.

“Dynamic dosing in 
cancer therapy is not com-
monly used. In fact, drug 
dosing changes in oncol-
ogy are typically performed 
only to reduce toxicity,” 
said lead author Dean Ho, 
Professor at the NUS.

“CURATE.AI uniquely 
modifies drug dosing to in-
crease efficacy. Our clinical 
study has shown that dos-
ing can profoundly affect 
the efficacy and safety of the 
treatment,” Ho added. 

A patient’s clinical pro-
file changes over time. Pa-
tients respond to chemo-
therapy differently from 
one another. In fact, many 
patients do not respond at 
all to the drug combination 
because the dosages, which 
can profoundly impact ef-

ficacy, are not suitable for 
them. 

“Therefore, while fixed 
dose combination therapy 
represents a standard of 
care, it may also serve as 
a barrier to realising truly 
optimal and personalised 
medicine,” Ho explained, 
in a paper published in the 
journal Advanced Thera-
peutics.

The CURATE.AI plat-
form uses the patient’s own 
clinical data -- such as their 
drug doses and correspond-
ing changes to tumour sizes 
or levels of cancer biomark-
ers in the blood -- to cali-
brate his or her unique re-
sponse to treatment. 

This calibration is then 
used to create an individu-
alised CURATE.AI profile 
or map, which identifies 
the drug doses that enable 
the best possible treatment 
outcome at any given point 
in time.

Berlin, Sep. 2 (IANS): Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) 
and voice-based assistants 
are stealing the show at 
IFA 2018 here, and one of 
the innovative products 
launched at this edition 
of the show was “Chris”, a 
voice-controlled digital as-
sistant that allows drivers 
to make phone calls, send 
messages, listen to music 
and get navigation guides 
without ever touching their 
smartphones.

Developed by Berlin-
based start-up German 
Autolabs, Chris has now 
been launched for Ger-
many and Britain at IFA 
-- a leading trade show for 
consumer electronics and 
home appliances -- but it 
could come to assist drivers 
in India next year, claimed a 
company official showcas-
ing the product to visitors 
at their booth at the innova-
tion centre of the show.

 Chris fits into any car, 

is easy to install, and works 
even if the Internet goes off, 
said Daniel Mieves of Ger-
man Autolabs.

“We will possibly be 
able to bring Chris to India 
next year. Mapping works 
in India, everything else 
works in India... but we do 
not yet have a distributor. 
We are seriously looking 
for a distributor there as we 
have a lot of requests from 
India,” Mieves told IANS.

“It’s our own voice as-

sistant. The biggest benefit 
that Chris has over other 
voice assistants like Alexa 
is that Alexa needs Internet 
to work, but in the car, a 
driver may not always have 
access to Internet. Chris can 
work without Internet be-
cause the voice recognition 
technology is inbuilt in the 
device and it does not need 
the Cloud to work as is the 
case with Alexa,” he said.

Chris works both online 
and offline, meaning that if 

you enter a tunnel or drop 
out of a coverage area, Chris 
will continue to listen and 
talk to you, and also keep 
the navigation going, ac-
cording to the description 
of the product in the com-
pany website.

The basic requirement 
for Chris is a Bluetooth-en-
abled smartphone, though 
some features do need data 
connection on the phone.

Conceived by Holger 
Weiss and Patrick Weissert 

about two two-and-a-half 
years ago, Chris also allows 
people to control its func-
tioning with simple hand 
gestures. According to Weis-
sert, who is the Co-Founder 
and Head of Product, Ger-
man Autolabs, the smart 
hardware in Chris supports 
drivers like a real co-driver.

The device can be at-
tached to the windscreen 
like a navigation device 
and paired with the mobile 
phone via Bluetooth.

“Touch screens are not 
good in the car because 
they require the driver to 
take the eyes off the road 
-- so voice and gestures are 
the future user interfaces 
for the car,” Weissert told 
the IFA International, the 
official show daily.

Moreover, it is illegal 
to use smartphones while 
driving in many countries. 
In Germany, for example, 
one needs to pay a fine of 
100 euros if one is caught 

using phones while driving, 
a company spokesperson 
told IANS. The compan-
ion app for the device is 
compatible with both An-
droid and iOS, so one does 
not need to worry about 
switching phones. All you 
need to do is download the 
free Chris companion app 
and install it on your phone 
before entering the car.

The device is priced 299 
euros, the spokesperson 
added.

of many chemical products.
To break down the science that ex-

plains this process, the researchers created 
an experiment, replicating the blowing 
of bubbles, using oil films suspended in 
flowing water and pushed through a wire 
loop wand.

“Working with water instead of air has 
many advantages in terms of controlling, 
measuring, and seeing flows. This is the 
trick that made these experiments pos-
sible,” Ristroph said.

Their experimental observations, com-
bined with predictions drawn from math-
ematical models, allowed the researchers 
to understand the forces that produced the 
resulting film shapes.

The findings give a precise recipe or 
set of instructions for how to blow bubbles 
-- and with it, related production processes.

“We can now say exactly what wind 
speed is needed to push out the film and 
cause it to form a bubble, and how this 
speed depends on parameters like the size 
of the wand,” said Ristroph.

Berlin, Sep. 1 (IANS): Microsoft has an-
nounced a refreshed “Windows 10 October 
2018 Update” that will have new features 
and enhancements for over 700 million 
devices running Windows 10.

The announcement came at the ongo-
ing IFA 2018 technol-
ogy event in Berlin, Ger-
many. 

“With this update, 
we’ll be bringing new 
features and enhancements to the nearly 
700 million devices running Windows 10 
that help people make the most of their 
time,” Roanne Sones, Corporate Vice 
President, Microsoft wrote in a blog post 
late on Friday. 

Microsoft also announced the first 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 850 powered 
Lenovo “Yoga C630” Windows on Snap-
dragon (WOS)” as part of its focus plan on 
connected PC experiences.

By pairing the functionality of Windows 

10 with portable, lightweight devices, Mi-
crosoft intents to keep users connected and 
productive while on the go.

“Devices like the Lenovo Yoga C630 
WOS, as well as connected PCs from ASUS 
and HP that went on sale earlier this year, 
are ensur- ing that we have a robust 

and diverse portfolio of 
products to keep users 
connected and happy,” 

added Erin Chapple, Cor-
porate Vice President, Microsoft.

Additionally, Lenovo’s “Yoga Book 
C930”, Dell’s “Inspiron 13 7000 2-in-1”, Mi-
crosoft’s “Surface Go” and Acer’s “Predator 
Triton 900” have been launched alongside 
the updated Windows 10 version.

“Whether it’s gaming, productivity or 
creativity that drives you, there’s truly a 
modern Windows 10 PC that will help you 
achieve more,” Chapple added.

The tech giant released the last update 
for Windows 10 in April.

London, Sep. 2 (IANS): A 
herbal ingredient used in 
traditional Chinese medi-
cines may help you to re-
duce your body weight, a 
new study has found.

The scientists were able 
to show that the herbal 
active substance, celastrol 
-- used in Chinese medi-
cines -- leads to a signifi-
cant weight loss and an 
improvement of diabetes 
in obese mice, Xinhua news 
agency reported on Sat-
urday.

The findings showed 
the celastrol specifically 
activates satiety centres 
in the brain, which play a 
central role in the control 
of body weight.

“Normally, those af-
fected lose their satiety be-
cause the corresponding 
hormone leptin no longer 
works. The drug celastrol 
we investigated restores 
leptin sensitivity and 
hence satiety,” said lead 
author Katrin Pfuhlmann 
from Helmholtz Zentrum 
Munchen - German Re-
search Centre for Environ-
mental Health.

The study, published 
in the journal Diabetes, 

observed a significantly 
altered eating behaviour in 
overweight animals. 

“The administration of 
celastrol resulted in signifi-
cantly reduced food intake 
in the mouse model. Ac-
cordingly, we were able to 
determine an average loss 
of about 10 per cent body 
weight within a week,” the 
researchers said.

To what extent the find-
ings can also be confirmed 
in humans is still unclear, 
according to the authors. 
However, study leader 
Pfluger is confident, “The 
satiety hormone leptin in 
humans and the mouse is 
almost identical, so celas-
trol has great potential,” the 
report said.

The clinical trials are 
currently under way in the 
US.

“The satiety hormone 
leptin in humans and the 
mouse is almost identical, 
so celastrol has great po-
tential,” the researcher said.

Overweight and obe-
sity may increase the risk 
of many health problems, 
including diabetes, heart 
diseases and certain can-
cers.

San Francisco, Sep. 1 
(IANS): One of Apple’s 
self-driving vehicles was 
involved in an accident 
during the test drive in US’ 
California, and sustained 
moderate damage in the 
crash, the media reported.

Apple’s autonomous 
car got into its very first 
crash one week ago in 
Sunnyvale, according to 
a report filed by Apple 
with the Cali-
fornia De-
partment 
of Motor 
Vehicles 
t h i s 
w e e k , 
The Verge 
reported 
on Friday.

H o w -
ever, it does 
not appear that 
Apple was at fault 
for the collision as the 
software was intact.

Apple is currently test-
ing number of Lexus SUVs 
in California.

According to the ac-
cident details, the vehicle 
in question was in autono-
mous mode at the time.

The Apple car carrying 
special equipment and 
sensors was hit by a Nis-
san car from behind.

Both cars sustained 
damage but neither car’s 
passengers received any 
injuries, the report said.

Apple has a fleet of 
nearly 45 test self-driving 
vehicles in California.

T h e  c o m p a n y  h a s 
also partnered with Volk-

swagen to help 
create a fleet of 
self-driving em-
ployee shuttles for 

its Cupertino 
campus.

T h e 
self-driving 

cars, touted as 
the best bet for 

safe future 
t r a v e l , 
however, 
have been 

involved in 
some fatal 

accidents. On 
March 18, an Ari-

zona woman was killed by 
an Uber self-driving car.

Five days later, the oc-
cupant of a Tesla Model X 
died after the vehicle hit a 
highway barrier in Califor-
nia and caught fire.

In 2016, the occupant 
of a Tesla running on its 
autopilot system in Flori-
da was killed in a collision 
with a truck the Tesla car 
failed to spot.

New York, Sep. 2 (IANS): A 
wearable energy-harvest-
ing device could generate 
energy from the swing of 
an arm while walking or 
jogging, say researchers.

The device,  about 
the size of a wristwatch, 
produces enough power 
to run a personal health 
monitoring system, re-
ported the team from 
Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity and the University 
of Utah.

“The devices we make 
using our optimised ma-
terials run somewhere 
between 5 and 50 times 
better than anything else 

that’s been reported,” said 
Susan Trolier-McKinstry, 
the Steward S. Flaschen 
Professor of Materials Sci-
ence and Engineering and 
Electrical Engineering 
from Penn State.

Energy-harvesting de-
vices are in high demand 
to power the millions of 
devices that make up the 
Internet of Things (IoT).

By providing continu-
ous power to a recharge-
able battery or superca-
pacitor, energy harvesters 
can reduce the labour cost 
of changing out batteries 
when they fail and keep 
dead batteries out of land-

fills.
According to the re-

searchers, they can double 
the power output using 
the cold sintering process 
- a low-temperature syn-
thesis technology devel-
oped at Penn State.

In addition, the re-
searchers are working on 
adding a magnetic com-
ponent to the current 
mechanical harvester to 
scavenge energy over a 
larger portion of the day 
when there is no physical 
activity, said the study 
published in the journal 
Advanced Functional Ma-
terials. 

GNSS solution. 
The extra data -- and 

clever maths -- is used to 
improve the positions with-
out adding cost.

Dr Odolinski, along 
with Curtin University pro-
fessor Peter Teunissenand, 
has shown this approach 
can work in smartphones 
too, producing competitive 
results compared to dual-
frequency GPS solutions.

“This significant reduc-

tion in costs when using 
smartphones can increase 
the number of receivers 
that can be deployed, 
which will revolutionize a 
range of disciplines requir-
ing centimetre-level posi-
tioning, including precise 
car navigation, surveying 
and geophysics (defor-
mation monitoring),” he 
noted in a paper that ap-
peared in the Journal of 
Geodesy.
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Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain, right, celebrates with 
third placed Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland after winning 
the Formula One Italy Grand Prix at the Monza racetrack, in Monza, 
Italy on Sun. Sep. 2. 

AP/PTI

England's Sam Curran leaps as he celebrates taking the final Indian wicket of India's Ravichandran Ashwin as England win the 4th test match by 60 runs during play on the fourth 
day of the 4th cricket test match at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton, England on Sun. Sep. 2. England and India are playing a 5-test series.

AP/PTI

Arsenal's Alexandre Lacazette, top, scores his side's third goal during a Premier League soccer match 
against Cardiff City, at the Cardiff City Stadium in Wales on Sun. Sep. 2.

A view of the stadium during the closing ceremony of the 18th Asian Games 2018, in Jakarta, Indonesia 
on Sun. Sep. 2.

PTI

The Indian contingent during the closing ceremony of the 18th Asian Games 2018, in Jakarta, Indonesia 
on Sun. Sep. 2. 

PTI

Japanese swimmer Ikee was named Asian Games MVP for winning 6 
golds.

Hosts Indonesia bids emotional farewell to 18th Asiad

Late Lacazette strike for Arsenal gives Emery 1st away win

Hamilton triumphs in Italian 
GP as Ferrari flounder

Japan's swimmer Ikee 
named Asian Games' MVP

England clinch series with 60-run win as India suffer familiar batting collapse
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Cardiff (Wales), Sep. 2 (AP): 
Alexandre Lacazette's late 
strike gave Unai Emery his 
first away win as Arsenal 
manager in the Premier 
League as the Gunners over-
came Cardiff 3-2 on Sunday.

A r s e n a l  w a s  t w i c e 
pegged back as goals from 
Shkodran Mustafi and 
Pierre-Emerick Aubamey-
ang were canceled out by 
Victor Camarasa and Danny 
Ward as both teams defend-
ed poorly in Cardiff.

However, Laca-
zette's fine strike 
n i n e  m i n u t e s 
from the end en-
sured Emery, who 
replaced Arsene 
Wenger during the 
offseason, got a sec-
ond straight Pre-
mier League win.

Goals looked likely from 
the start as both sides' de-
fensive vulnerabilities were 
exposed in the opening 

stages.
Petr Cech's ongoing 

struggle with adjusting to 
Emery's demand that his 
side pass the ball out almost 
gave Cardiff the opener. The 
Arsenal goalkeeper gave the 
ball straight to Harry Arter, 
who wastefully shot over 
the bar from the edge of 
the box.

Having escaped, Arse-
nal took the lead moments 
later as Mustafi powerfully 

headed in Granit 
Xhaka's corner in 
the 11th minute.

Arsenal almost 
extended its advan-
tage shortly after 
the half-hour mark 
as Lacazette hit the 
post with a left-
footed effort.

With Arsenal 
having failed to take ad-
vantage as it controlled the 
game, Cardiff struck back 
in first-half stoppage time 

Jakarta, Sep. 2 (Reuters): 
Indonesia bid an emotional 
farewell to the 18th Asian 
Games on a rain-soaked 
evening at the Gelora Bung 
Karno stadium on Sunday 
with the Olympic Council 
of Asia (OCA) President hail-
ing the event as a “historical 
success”.

The downpour did not 
dampen the spirits of the 
Indonesians who thronged 
the venue to witness the 
closing ceremony, which 
was also attended by Inter-
national Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) President Thomas 
Bach. OCA President Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Ahmed 
Al-Sabah congratulated the 
hosts before declaring the 
Games closed.

“Thank you Jakarta. 
Thank you Palembang. You 
did it,” Sheikh Ahmad said, 
making a heart-shaped ges-
ture above his head with his 
hands. “The sky is crying 
because we are very sad 

today as we must leave your 
beautiful country.

“We are going back with 
a lot of memories, won-

derful memories from an 
amazing Games. We will 
never forget you, you will 
always be in our hearts.”

Like at the opening 
ceremony, a unified Ko-
rean team marched under a 
common flag, demonstrat-

ing the power of sports to 
forge camaraderie.

The organisers did not 
try to match the grandeur 

of the opening ceremony 
and handed over the baton 
to Hangzhou, China, which 
will host the next event in 

four years’ time.
Alibaba founder Jack 

Ma and Olympic champion 
swimmer Sun Yang extend-

ed an invitation on behalf 
of the organisers of the next 
Asiad. Buoyed by the suc-
cess of hosting the Games, 
Indonesia on Saturday an-
nounced its intention to bid 
for the 2032 Olympics.

Tokyo will host the next 
Summer Olympics in 2020, 
with Paris holding the 2024 
Games and Los Angeles 
confirmed as hosts in 2028.

Should Indonesia get 
the chance to host the Sum-
mer Olympics, it would 
become the fourth Asian 
country to do so, after Ja-
pan, China and South Ko-
rea.

 “Asian cities have host-
ed many major internation-
al events. We are proud to 
say that Jakarta has the ca-
pability of hosting any such 
major international event,” 
Sheikh Ahmad added.

“The 18th Asian Games 
in Jakarta and Palembang, 
the energy of Asia, has been 
a historical success.”

when Xhaka undid his ear-
lier good work by giving 
the ball away. Camarasa 
received the ball at the back 

post and powered his shot 
past Cech to claim Cardiff's 
first league goal of the sea-
son.

Arsenal retook the lead 
in the 62nd as Lacazette 
teed up Aubameyang with 
a smart flick, allowing the 

Gabon forward to curl in 
from just outside the box.

Cardiff 's direct ap-
proach paid off once more, 
though, as it hit back eight 
minutes later. Sean Mor-
rison headed back across 
the box for Danny Ward who 
guided his own header in off 
the post.

However, it was the 
game's standout performer 
who decided the match. 
With nine minutes remain-
ing, Lacazette received the 
ball on the right side of the 
box before creating space 
and lashing a powerful ef-
fort high into the net at the 
near post.

Arsenal has six points 
from four games while Car-
diff is still looking for its first 
win of the season with two 
draws and two losses.

Other matches:
Watford 2 - Tottenham 1

Burnley FC 0 - Man United 
2 

Monza (Italy), Sep. 2 (AFP): 
Championship leader Lewis 
Hamilton delivered one of 
his greatest races Sunday 
when he wrecked Ferrari's 
homecoming party as he 
stormed to a record-equal-
ling fifth Monza victory in 
his Mercedes at the Italian 
Grand Prix.

The defending world 
champion produced a per-
fectly-judged race of raw 
aggression and astute tyre-
management to finish 8.7 
seconds ahead of Kimi Rai-
kkonen, who on Saturday 
had claimed pole position 
for Ferrari with the fastest 
lap in Formula One history.

His 68th career victory 
and sixth this year enlarged 
his championship lead from 
17 points to 30 ahead of Se-
bastian Vettel, who finished 

fourth in the second Ferrari 
after spinning on the open-
ing lap after a clash with the 
Briton as he passed him at 
the second chicane.

Hamilton’s Mercedes 
team-mate Valtteri Bottas 
came home third ahead of 
Vettel with Max Verstappen 
taking fifth place in the clas-
sified result, after finishing 
third on the road, following 
a time penalty.

Hamilton’s fifth Italian 
win drew him level with 
seven-time world cham-
pion Michael Schumacher 
in the record books.

Romain Grosjean fin-
ished sixth for Haas ahead 
of Esteban Ocon and his 
Force India team-mate Ser-
gio Perez, Carlos Sainz who 
was ninth for Renault and 
Lance Stroll of Williams.

Jakarta, Sep. 2 (IANS): Ja-
pan's young swimmer Ri-
kako Ikee was named the 
Indonesia Asian Games' 
Most Valuable Player (MVP) 
here on Sunday after win-
ning six gold and two sil-
ver medals. She received 
$50,000 in prize money.

The 18-year-old Jap-
anese won the 50m and 
100m freestyle, 50m and 
100m butterfly as well as the 
4x100m freestyle and med-
ley relays, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

The teenager is the first 
female winner of the award, 
which has been presented 

at every Games since the 
1998 edition in Bangkok.

Back in Japan after the 
competition, Ikee told the 
media that she was sur-
prised and happy to know 
that she has been chosen for 
the honour.

"Thanks to the OCA for 
considering me as the can-
didate," she said.

For the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic Games, she said 
she will prepare more. "Two 
years is neither long, nor 
short, I know what I should 
do, I will try to achieve more 
in my own country," she 
said.

Southampton, Sep. 2 (PTI): 
Indian batting once again 
wilted miserably under try-
ing circumstances as a re-
lentless England recorded a 
comfortable 60-run victory 
in the fourth Test to take an 
unassailable 3-1 lead in the 
five-match series.

Chasing a tricky target 
of 245, India were bowled 
out for a paltry 184 on the 
fourth day on a pitch where 
survival wasn't a problem 
but run-scoring definitely 
was.

India have never chased 
a target of 200 plus outside 
the sub-continent in the 
past three decades and the 
script didn't change this 
time round.

What will hurt Virat 
Kohli and his men most 
is the fact that they were 
beaten by one of the weak-
est teams in recent times. 
An ageing bowling attack 
of Jimmy Anderson-Stuart 
Broad along with off-spin-
ner in Moeen Ali (5/63 and 
4/71) tormented the Indi-
ans just like they did during 
the 2014 series.

Under Ravi Shastri's 
coaching, India have now 
lost Test series in all those 
countries, which are con-
sidered to be tough places 
for touring teams. 

While the Indian coach 
has repatedly stressed 
about being a good travel-
ling side, save Trent Bridge 
Test, there hasn't been indi-
cations enough to show that 
Kohli's team is ready to beat 
the best when conditions 
are alien.

Under Shastri-Koh-
li duo, India have lost in 
Australia (where MS Dhoni 
captained in two Tests), in 
South Africa and now in 
England.

The inconsequential 
final Test will be played at 
the Oval from September 7.

It was never an easy 
chase but what baffled all 
and sundry was the irre-
sponsible batting by the 
middle and lower order, 

who gave up without a 
semblance of fight after 
a 101-run fourth wicket 
stand between skipper Virat 
Kohli (58, 130 balls) and his 
deputy Ajinkya Rahane (51, 
159 balls).

Once Kohli was snuffed 
out by Moeen with a de-
livery that turned and 
bounced sharply to kiss his 
glove into the forward short-
leg's hands, India's chal-
lenge was as good as over.

From 122 for 3, India 
slumped to 163 for 9 in the 
next hour with none of the 
batsmen showing willpower 
to fight.

To Moeen's credit, he 
used the rough well and 
got more purchase from a 

slowish track than Ashwin, 
who had wasted an oppor-
tunity to give his team the 
required cushion in helpful 
conditions.

Both Kohli and Rahane 
were taken through classi-
cal off-break where Moeen 
tossed it up and also got 
the deliveries to spin back 
sharply.

R i s h a b h  Pa n t  ( 1 8 ) 
proved his critics right as he 
failed to curb his impetuos-
ity, going for rash lofted shot 
to be holed out by the only 
man in the deep.

Hardik Pandya (0) is far 
from finished product as far 
as all-round capabilities are 
concerned and he couldn't 
negotiate Ben Stokes' swing. 

Ravichandran Ashwin 
(25) did put up a fight in the 
end but that wasn't enough 
with Sam Curran dismiss-
ing him to win the series for 
Emgland.

The writing was on the 
wall when India were re-
duced to 22 for three in the 
first hour with KL Rahul (0), 
Shikhar Dhawan (17) and 
Cheteshwar Pujara (5) being 
dismissed cheaply.

Rahul got a wicked de-
livery that kept low knock-
ing he stumps back. Pujara 
got one from Anderson that 
came back sharply while 
Dhawan was out in his now 
customary fashion poking it 
to the slip cordon.

Dhawan's mode of 

dismissal showed that he 
hasn't learnt one bit about 
his shortcomings against 
the swinging deliveries out-
side the off-stump, which 
has repeatedly brought 
about his downfall.

With 113 runs in 8 in-
nings, time is running out 
for Rahul, who might be 
benched in the next Test. 
Ditto for Dhawan, who 
might find his Test career 
coming to an abrupt end 
with only 158 runs in six in-
nings so far.

With Prithvi Shaw in 
that dressing room and 
Mayank Agarwal waiting 
in India, the current set of 
openers are living on bor-
rowed time. 

Kohli and Rahane then 
showed as to why they were 
a cut above rest. They were 
prepared to wait for loose 
deliveries and grind it out 
in a workmanlike fashion.

Kohli got a slice of luck 
when TV replays showed 
that he was plumb leg be-
fore but TV umpire Joel 
Wilson's howler provided 
him with a reprieve.

Rahane on the other 
hand had dead batted most 
of the deliveries hitting only 
one boundary in the pro-
cess. Both played Moeen 
with a lot of caution. 

However once Kohli 
was dismissed, it was an 
uphill task for India from 
thereon.


