
    

EastErn Mirror
WWW.EASTERNMIRRORNAGALAND.COM

SportS

EM Images
Residents of Noksen village in Tuensang district constructing a road on Saturday.
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Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): The 
government of Nagaland has 
offered an update concerning 
the damage caused by this 
year’s monsoon. 

“The state capital Kohima 
and particularly the districts 
of Tuensang, Kiphire and Phek 
have been severely affected. 
The three districts of Tuen-
sang, Kiphire and Phek have 
been cut off from the rest of 
the state for about 15 days 
since the rains became inces-
sant from the 26th of July, 
2018. About 359 locations of 
roads have been totally cut 
off sending the state into an 
SoS situation. And districts 
like Kiphere, Tuensang and 
Phek which are bordering My-
anmar have been cut off for 
more than 15 days. Because of 
the disaster incidents, 12 lives 
lost (sic) and many properties 
were damaged. 

“The Nagaland State Dis-
aster Management Authority 
and the department of Food 
and Civil Supplies in collabo-
ration with the IAF (Indian Air 
Force) have made numerous 
sorties to these districts to 
airdrop essential supplies. 
Eleven lives have been lost 
and more than 3000 families 
have been displaced in the 
state owing to floods and nu-
merous landslides. The state 
govt. has been putting in all 
efforts to contain the crisis 
even enlisting the assistance 
of the central government and 
its various agencies like, In-
dian paramilitary and military 
forces, Indian Air Force and 
National Disaster Response 

Force,” according to a gov-
ernment statement that was 
issued on Saturday.

The statement said that 
in Wokha district, where the 
Doyang Hydro Electric Project 
is located, water started ris-
ing above the normal level 
EI.324.30M limit on July 27. 
“This, according to the manag-
er of the dam and spillway divi-
sion was due to incessant rain 
in the upstream catchment 
area of the DHEP. This resulted 
in discharge of a huge volume 
of water thereby affecting the 
villages in the downstream of 
Wokha district and about 64 
villages in Assam. 

“In Phek district, on the 
27th July, owing to incessant 
rains, a major landslip caused a 
huge amount of debris to clog 
the Sidzu River and an artificial 
dam was formed stretching to 
more than 1 km. It was feared 
that this artificial dam may 
(sic) burst any moment which 
would cause massive damage 
to the downstream villages 
both in Nagaland and Assam. 
The State Disaster Response 
Force was pressed into duty, 
however, the area was declared 
safe on the July 31 after the 
water started spilling out in 
small amounts lessening the 
pressure on the artificial dam,” 
the update stated. 

The government of Na-
galand, it informed, needs 
approximately INR 800 cr. 
‘for the restoration of dam-
ages caused by landslides 
and flash flood’ caused by the 
recent monsoon. (See details 
in page 5)

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sep. 1: Sister 
Blanche Bernice Bouche’s 
life story reminds you of the 
child character in Roberto 
Benigni’s comedy-drama Life 
Is Beautiful that has World 
War II as its backdrop. The 
reel character was united 
with her mother and relatives 
towards the end but the one 
in real life is yet to find any 
of her family members and 
relatives ever since she was 
separated from them during 
the Second World War. The 
plot hasn’t ended as she still 
hasn’t lost hope of meeting 
her relatives even after 75 
years of separation.

Born in 1935 in Rangoon 
(now Yangon), Burma (now 
Myanmar), Blanche Bernice 
faced tragedy at a very tender 
age, too young to understand 
the profound impact it would 
have on her life. The Bouche 

family was torn apart 
by the World War II. 
Her father Eugene 
A n d re w  B o u c h e, 
a French national 
working at White 
Wave’s factory, never 
returned home after 
he was called by the 
government officials. 
Her mother Helen 
Matilda Nicholas, a 
Burmese and short 
hand typist by pro-
fession, was forced to 
escape to India due 
to the intensity of the 
war between the Al-
lied and Axis powers. 

S h e  w a s  j u s t 
eight years old when 
her mother and her 
6-year old brother 
Brian Benedict Bouche 
left Burma in 1943 along with 
a group of people to escape 
violence and a possible death 

in the region. Unfortunately, 
her mother died on the way 
due to exhaustion and hun-
ger while walking through the 

forest. Her mom en-
couraged her and her 
little brother to follow 
the group before she 
breathed her last.

Blanche Bernice 
faced another trag-
edy when she reached 
Nagaland as she was 
forcefully separated 
from her brother. She 
never heard from him 
again. Then she was 
put in a convent or-
phanage in Calcutta 
(now Kolkata) where 
she later joined the 
Pious Disciples of the 
Divine Master con-
gregation and took 
Indian citizenship. 
The British staying in 
the city tried to find 

her family members 
but didn’t succeed.

Eventually, she became 
the first Indian nun from Pi-

ous Disciples of the Divine 
Master congregation.

Sister Blanche Bernice 
Bouche is now 83 and lives 
in Italy after taking the citi-
zenship of the country. She 
has a heart problem but is 
spirited. She tried to find her 
family members in 1983 by 
travelling to Burma but was 
told by the parish priest that 
all the people with foreign 
names had left for England 
and Australia.

She was too young to 
remember anything that 
could help her get back to 
her family when she left 
Burma in 1943. Nonetheless 
she managed to find some 
information about her fam-
ily and relatives from few 
documents such as marriage 
and baptism certificates that 
she still holds on to in the 
hope of meeting someone 
she could call her family. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 1 (EMN): Em-
phasising on the importance 
of unity among the people 
which gives courage, power 
and strength for one to achieve 
great things in the society, 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
feels that ‘unity and oneness’ 
among the Nagas is still miss-
ing, which is why the Naga 
society is not moving or pro-
gressing much.

Observing divisive tenden-
cies among the Nagas, Rio 
opined that they would be 
‘blessed’ and shall succeed in 
all aspects if they can come 
out from the tiny shell of “in-
dividualism and tribalism” to 
“Nagaism.”

‘If we don’t have pride, it 
is like having a gun without a 
bullet. So today, the pride of 
each individual together will 
give birth to the pride of Nagas. 
From individualism, tribalism 
to Nagaism and Nagas will 
be blessed and succeed in 
all aspects,’ he said. He was 
speaking as the special guest 
of the 74th Khonoma Rüffüno 
anniversary at Terhotsiese at 
Khonoma, the historic village 
located about 20 km away 
from the state’s capital town, 
Kohima town.

Iterating unity to be the 
need of the hour, Rio main-
tained that if the Naga people 
are to progress, and flourish as 
a people and society then “Na-
gas need to develop a sense 
of oneness and unity among 
ourselves, work together for 
the Nagas as whole.” 

Referring to the historic 
signing of the tripartite agree-
ment among Poilwa village, 
Khonoma village, and the 
government of Nagaland to 
augment water supply to the 
capital on July 31, Rio opined: 
‘When there is unity, Nagas 
can achieve many things and 
many developmental works 
happen in the state.’

While lauding the villages 
for their agreement to aug-
ment water supply to Kohima, 
which has become one of the 
most essential needs with Ko-
hima being in the Smart City 
plan, Rio said his government 
was working on how to bring 
resources to implement the 
project. He said that the gov-
ernment was also contemplat-
ing on how the villages that are 
contributing water can benefit 
from the government.

One of the major problems 
for any developmental work 
in the state, Rio pointed out, is 

land acquisition; it hinders the 
government from carrying out 
any project. Even as the centre 
is willing to provide funds for 
development, he remarked 
that in most cases the cost 
of land acquisition becomes 
costlier than the project.

Citing examples of the 
hardship being faced by the 
people of the state due to the 
landslides, Rio said that the 
plan to construct an FCI ware-
house in the districts had been 
hindered due to land acquisi-
tion problems. Otherwise, he 
said, it would have helped the 
people in times such as this 
season when pathetic supply 
of essential commodities is an 
issue; supply could have been 
carried out from the district 
itself.

On the pathetic and de-
plorable road conditions, Rio 
attributed it to poor drainage, 
poor workmanship, and lack 
of adequate funds. However, 
he assured that his govern-
ment has made it a priority 
to provide good roads to the 
people as it ‘understands’ that 
unless infrastructure is devel-
oped, the economy of the state 
would remain stagnant.

On the issue of checking 
ILP and influx of illegal im-

migrants, Rio extended the 
support of the government 
to the students’ community 
and youth organisations. He 
termed illegal immigration 
a tremendous menace and a 
threat to the progress of the 
state.

The chief minister pointed 
out that over a passage of time, 
the Nagas lost ‘work culture’ 
practiced by their forefathers; 
they lost the value for depend-
ing too much on outsiders to 
do their work, and thereby, “we 
have become unemployed in 
our land.”

To fight the menace, Rio 
asserted that the Nagas need 
to inculcate “work culture” and 
should be ready; and start tak-
ing over work and jobs instead 
of depending on outsiders. Un-
less individuals, communities 
and villages at all levels come 
together to fight his menace, 
Rio said, the government can-
not do it alone. He has asked 
the people to remain vigilant, 
check documents, and provide 
correct data and information, 
which can be computerised 
and kept in record.

Reminding that Khonoma 
village had one of the richest 
histories among the Nagas and 
that it had been pioneers in 

many areas, Rio said that the 
village has produced numer-
ous leaders, intellectuals, poli-
ticians, missionaries etc., and 
it can be a trendsetters even in 
the present times.

The programme saw the 
presence of the speaker, Vikho 
Yhoshü, Deputy speaker, 
Zhaleo Rio and host of legisla-
tors too.

Khonoma Rüffüno has 
its beginning in 1944 with its 
primary objective to unite the 
people of Khonoma to work 
for self-determination, uphold 
dignity and prestige of the vil-
lage and to preserve its culture 
and ideals.

It has emerged as of the 
general organisation for all 
Khonoma people irrespective 
of age, sex, religion, status or 
place of settlement. Under the 
apex Khonoma Rüffüno Naga-
land, Khonoma Rüffüno has 
been organised into five units 
to address matters concerning 
Khonoma village. 

Villages took the lead to 
understand —Iralu

Referring to the tripar-
tite agreement among Poilwa 
and Khonoma villages, and 
the government of Nagaland, 
peace activist Niketu Iralu said: 
“At a time when Nagas, too 

often tend to lose sight of ur-
gent priorities and get bogged 
down on details that effec-
tively prevent development 
but which can and must be 
addressed later on in mutual 
trust, the leaders of the two 
neighbouring villages have 
shown the right way.” 

Iralu said they took the first 
decisive steps together, united 
by a shared understanding of 
what was confronting them 
and they faced it on behalf of 
their respective community. 

“Their moral authority has 
prevailed because they have 
wanted to achieve what is 
best for all authority has con-
cerned, not wanting anything 
for their own advantage in the 
project,” Iralu maintained. 

On the issue of water sup-
ply in various parts of the state, 
Iralu asserted that “preserva-
tion of our priceless common 
water resource from now on 
will be effective only if we con-
sider ourselves its joint custo-
dians and protectors mindful 
of the needs of the coming 
generations.” He was grate-
ful that the western Angami 
region was one of the regions 
that had not suffered from 
water shortage because of the 
healthy ecosystem. 

Here are details of Sister 
Blanche’s family: 
Father: Eugene Andrew Bouche
Mother: Helen Matilda Nicholas
Brother: Brian Benedict Bouche
Paternal grandparents: Louis 
Bouche and Edith Bouche
Maternal grandparents: John Ni-
cholas and Agnes Nicholas
Paternal uncles and aunt – George 
Bouche, Stanley Bouche, and Si-
monetta
Parish: St. Mary’s Cathedral, 372, BO 
Aung Kyaw street, Rangoon (now 
Yangon)

Any information and clue that 
may help Sister Blanche Bernice 
Bouche reunite with her brother, 
relatives, cousins, and grandchildren 
can be sent to raymond@eastern-
mirrornagaland.com / rosepupa@
yahoo.co.in.

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): The Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
has claimed that the recent statement 
from the Naga People’s Front (NPF) has 
“taken the political arena to a new low.”

In a statement that was issued on Sat-
urday, the ruling party stated that ‘senior 
leaders and members of PDA (People’s 
Democratic Alliance) partner parties 
have been appointed to various govern-
ment positions following all norms to 
carry out good governance and connect 
with the grassroots.’

“These persons include former elect-
ed members, ex-ministers, accomplished 
members from the bureaucracy and the 
fourth estate, persons with civil society 
experience, etc. Each person comes with 
decades of experience with vast knowl-
edge and we are hopeful that they will 
contribute towards better governance 
and improve the delivery system. 

“As for the PDA government, we 
are committed to the people and the 
various appointees are not going to 
cost the state’s exchequer with any ad-
ditional burden. The state government 
is continuously making efforts to reduce 
government expenditure, curb excess 
spending of public funds and enforce 
austerity measures. The NPF will do well 
to remember that during its regime in 
the past four years, they had appointed 
several of its functionaries to various 
government positions who enjoyed posi-
tion and status but with minimal output 
and no contribution whatsoever,” the 
statement read. 

 It stated that the ‘NPF which never 
misses the opportunity to remind one 
and all that it is one of the oldest regional 
parties in the Northeast with tall claims 
of history, but its latest statement where 
it used words like “nonsensical” and 
“chamchas” gives the people of Nagaland 
what it’s leadership is made up of and 
exposes the mindset and the mentality 
of the NPF party and at the same time 
exposes the state of affairs in the NPF.’

“A responsible party or person should 
not even have the word “chamchas” in 
the vocabulary. In today’s environment, 
such terms are derogatory, discrimina-
tory and uncivilised. If the NPF is at all 
serious about its image, it needs to apolo-
gise to the people of Nagaland for setting 
the wrong example and taking our polity 
to the lowest levels possible.

“The NDPP will never stoop so low 
nor will we ever undermine the wisdom 
of the people. We will conduct ourselves 
with responsibility, respect for others 
and will always uphold the feelings of 
the people and we respect the fact that 
the people are the best judge,” it stated. 

Our Correspondent
Noksen, Sep. 1 (EMN): The village of 
Longra in Tuensang district has been 
cut off from all sides with several 
landslides creating havoc along the 
only link road to the village from 
other areas.

From an on-the-spot verification 
by a team of Eastern Mirror person-
nel of the affected area on Saturday, 
it was observed that said village was 
blocked by two massive landslides 
along the only useable road connect-
ing the village to Noksen town, the 
nearest circle headquarters.

A member of the disaster evalua-

tion and reinforcement committee of 
Noksen town formed under Noksen’s 
civil subdivision officer’s establish-
ment in 2016 offered updates. The 
member, M Lima, said natural ca-
lamities strike the area every year, but 
this year was very different. He said 
more than fifty farmers, and fishery 
ponds of Noksen village and Longra 
village had been adversely affected as 
their fields had been either washed 
away or flooded. It has rendered the 
year’s harvest and hard work useless, 
it was informed. This kind of massive 
destruction of agricultural fields and 
livestock in the Noksen area is be-

ing witnessed after more than three 
decades in their recorded history, 
he said.

A VDB secretary of Noksen village 
Y Chingmak said that the current 
condition of the affected villagers 
should be attended to at the earliest. 
Farms and paddy fields belonging 
to more than forty households from 
the village have been completely 
destroyed, it was informed. The ag-
riculture lands and farms were their 
only source of income and liveli-
hood; not only farms but irrigation 
channels and fishery ponds are also 
completely destroyed, he added. 

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): The 
Phom Students Conference 
(PSC) has started a five-day 
agitation, from September 
1 to the 5th, against what 
it stated was the Nagaland 
government’s failure to de-
pute a district education of-
ficer and a subdivision edu-
cation officer to Longleng 
district. 

A statement from the 
student group on Saturday 
requested students as well 
as teachers in Longleng dis-
trict to “observe ‘black day’ 
by wearing a black badge 
in all the institution within 
Longleng jurisdiction as a 
sign of agitation.”

The PSC stated that it had 
served the state government 
with memoranda on May 20 
and August 20. “But, despite 
the repeated reminder and 
strong evidence backing the 
genuine plea of the Phom 
Students’ Conference and a 
much intellectual approach 
towards the crying issue (sic), 
the concern department and 
government (sic) has not 
responded, approached or 
acted on the very matter,” it 
stated. 

The PSC warned of a lat-
er phase of agitation during 
which government offices 
would be picketed and edu-
cational institutions forced 
to close should the demands 
go unfulfilled.    

SoS Nagaland: 359 roads ‘totally cut-off’ by recent rains 

World War II brunt: Nun seeks to meet relatives after 75 years of separation 

Unity still the missing piece in Naga jigsaw — RioNPF has taken 
politics to new 
low — NDPP 

Landslides cut off Longra village in Tuensang

Phom 
students 
begin 
agitation 

Ne w  D e l h i , Se p. 1 
(IANS): Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 
Saturday spoke to Na-
galand Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio and took 
stock of the flood situa-
tion, assuring him of all 
support.

"Spoke to Nagaland 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio and took stock of 
the situation in the wake 
of floods in parts of the 
state. Assured all possi-
ble support to the state 
in the rescue and relief 
operations. We stand 
shoulder to shoulder 
with the people of Naga-
land and pray for every-
one's wellbeing," Modi 
tweeted.

Incessant rains since 
July have caused floods 
and landslides in several 
areas of the state claim-
ing at least 12 lives and 
rendering hundreads 
homeless.

Modi 
promises 
all support 
to flood-hit 
Nagaland

Eminem remembers Mahatma 
Gandhi in ‘Venom’ rap  |  P10

Raikkonen takes pole, Vettel 2nd; 
to boost Ferrari at Monza |  P11

Chief Justice Misra recommends 
Justice Gogoi as his successor | P8
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Newly elected office bearers of the Don Bosco College Kohima Students’ Forum and officials seen here with 
Kohima village students leaders.

Don Bosco College instates students’ forum
Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The oath-taking ceremo-
ny of the newly elected of-
fice-bearers of Don Bosco 
College Kohima Student’s 
Forum for 2018 was held 
on Sep. 1 in the college 
premises. 

Pre s i d e n t  Ko h i m a 
Village Students’ Union, 
Khrietuo Pienyu attended 
the programme as special 
invitee. He administered 
the oath and joined the 
principal in distributing 
sashes to the executive 
members of the forum. 

Pienyu congratulated 
the executives for coming 
forward to lead the col-
lege to new heights. He 
encouraged them to net-
work with other students 
bodies for better and 
speedy solution to prob-
lems. In today’s world, he 
said those who associate 

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): The Christian 
Forum Dimapur held its first meeting 
on Aug. 31 at Bethesda AoG Church in 
Dimapur and discussed about induc-
tion of the general body and deliber-
ated the amended memorandum of 
the forum.

An update from the forum stated 
that during the meeting, the members 
decided to organize prayer fellowship-
cum-seminar and Christmas carol.

Dr. Sedivi Angami shared on how 
the Christians in the state are being 
blessed in different ways. Citing some 
areas where initiative has to be taken 
to bring changes in the society, he 
stressed on the urgent need of the 
Church’s involvement in resolving is-
sues faced by the general public. 

He also proposed to all the church-
es to join hands and work collabora-
tively with different associations to 

bring development in the state.
Wapang Longchari from Sinai 

Ministry also spoke on the importance 
of church’s involvement in social life 
and spiritual mission.

The forum office bearers elected 
members for advisory board, ex-
ecutive and general body for its better 
functioning. It also inducted women 
and youth representatives to make the 
forum more inclusive.

Police Ke Pathshala: Police reach 
out to students’ community

Governor 
conveys 
Janmashtami 
greetings

Sonia Singh addressing students at Little Flower Higher Secondary School in Kohima.

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
Under the guidance of the 
director general of police, 
Nagaland, a new initiative 
called “Police Ke Pathshala” 
has been undertaken by the 
Inspector General of Police 
(range), Nagaland, Sonia 
Singh to reach out to the 
student community and 
create awareness about 
policing. 

According to DIPR, this 
initiative envisions to en-
lighten the students about 
the “rule of law” and im-
press upon the paramount 
necessity of preserving “law 
and order’ for development 
of the society.

The project emphasises 
on schools and education-
al institutions as its main 
platform for sensitization 
on various topics/subjects 

pertaining to policing.  
The first initiative was 

started at Little Flower 
Higher Secondary School 
in Kohima on Aug. 31 with 
more than 500 students in 
attendance.

During the programe, 
the Sonia Singh talked on 
cyber crime (cyber stalking, 
voyeurism, defamation, 
revenge porn especially 
against women), com-
munity policing, crimes 
against women, road safety, 
self defence, criminal law 
amendments, women em-
powerment, and bridging 
gap between public and 
police.

The officer said that 
the project further aims in 
reaching out to all the high-
er secondary schools and 
colleges in Nagaland. Police 

officers will visit schools 
and give presentations, 
hold interactive sessions 
with the students, conduct 
essay competitions, give 
out printed materials as 
well as invite teachers and 
students to get first-hand 
experience of how the Po-
lice department functions, 
she informed.

Singh stated that the 
endeavour of this initiative 
is to make “public - police 
relations” a key aspect of 
policing, where the image 
of the police is built as the 
protector of their citizen’s 
rights and in their service. 

The Police department 
looks forward to active par-
ticipation of teachers and 
students for better coor-
dination and conducive 
public - police relations.

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The Governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya has ex-
tended greeting and good 
wishes to the people of 
Nagaland, particularly 
to the Hindu community 
on the occasion of Jan-
mashtami which marks 
the birth of Lord Krishna.

In a message, the gov-
ernor called on the citi-
zen to strive and build a 
world free from malice 
and full of brotherhood 
and compassion. 

Acharya said Lord 
Krishna’s noble message 
of righteous conduct and 
action should inspire 
each and every one so as 
to strengthen the moral 
foundations of the soci-
ety and strive selflessly 
to take the country to 
new heights. While en-
couraging all to perform 
one’s duties righteously, 
he said that good results 
will definitely follow right 
actions.

Acharya hoped and 
prayed that the occasion 
of Janmashtami bring 
amity, harmony, prosper-
ity and happiness.

SASRD hosts workshop on BARC technologies
Dimapur, Sept. 1 (EMN): A 
one-day workshop on “Tech-
nologies of Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre” was conducted 
at School of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Rural Development, 
Nagaland University (SASRD), 
Medziphema on Sep. 1.

The workshop was organ-
ised by the department of 
Atomic Energy (DAE) Technol-
ogies Display and Dissemina-
tion Facility (DTDDF) SASARD.

An update from the depart-
ment informed that 75 post 
graduate students participated 
in the workshop. An exercis-
ing authority of DTDDF, Dr. 

NK Patra, spoke on scientific 
research and societal activities 
of the DAE and activities of 
DTDDF which has been func-
tioning in collaboration with 
BARC, Mumbai.

Dr. Patra gave a brief in-
troduction of BARC and their 
domain of works such as nu-
clear technology, bio-medics, 
agriculture, food security, en-
vironment, and health. He also 
highlighted about the available 
technologies with DTDDF.

In the technical session, 
different technologies were 
displayed and demonstrated.

T Senchumo Yanthan, a 

staff of the department and 
Sashilia Ao, a research scholar, 
demonstrated the use of do-
mestic water purifier, foldable 
solar dryer, soil organic carbon 
detection kit, and fluoride de-
tection kit.

Participants were encour-
aged to take up entrepreneur-
ship and mobilise the com-
munity and youth with BARC 
technologies. 

The department has in-
formed that interested schol-
ars or people can contact its 
office at SASRD, Nagaland 
University for further details of 
technologies.

Inter-ministerial team 
to visit Nagaland
Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): The Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Authority (NSDMA), 
Home department has informed that in view of 
the unprecedented monsoon disaster that struck 
Nagaland, an inter-ministerial central team will 
be visiting the state from Sep. 4 to 7. 

According to DIPR update, the team will 
carry out ‘on-the-spot-assessment’ of the disaster 
caused by landslides and floods.

The team will be headed by KB Singh, joint 
secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India. The NSDMA along with the district dis-
aster management authorities and officials from 
all the line departments will take the team to the 
worst affected areas for assessment. 

STATE

Over 1400 bags of rice reach Kiphire  

CORRECTIONS
It has come to the notice of  Eastern Mirror that there 
has been some criticism as well as displeasure from a 
Dimapur-based hospital for using the term ‘Medical 
Tourism’ in one of  our reports published on Aug. 28. 
It was not an intention of  Eastern Mirror to tarnish the 
good works of  healthcare units/hospitals in the city. 
The term was used purely due to the lack of  a better 
term to indicate the high number of  patient coming 
from outside the states and even across the borders 
for treatment. It is hereby clarified that in the run-up 
to filing the report, Eastern Mirror did not find any 
of  the hospitals indulging in medical related package, 
tours and travels.

DRFCB calls meeting
The Dhansiri River Flood Control Board has called a 
meeting with ‘dhobiwallas’ at its office, Purana Bazaar, 
east Dimapur on Sept. 5 at 11 am. All the ‘dhobiwallas’ 
within Dimapur have been requested to attend the 
meeting without fail.

Pughoboto DEO releases 
voters’ list 
The district education officer of Pughoboto, Phuleshe 
K Yepthomi has informed that all the 33 polling sta-
tions approved by the Election Commission of India 
along with the voters list under 13th Pughoboto are 
made available in the office. It also informed that the 
list has been dispatched to all the political parties and 
block-level officers.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Villagers distributing rice that was brought on Saturday morning from Dimapur.

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
In what will mitigate the 
problem of food shortage 
in Kiphire district, eight 
trucks with 1408 bags of 
rice reached Kiphire town 
early Saturday morning at 
around 7 am.

An update from DPRO 
stated that seven trucks 
were sent under the initia-
tive of the Home Commis-
sioner, director of Food 
& Civil Supply and dis-
trict administration of Di-
mapur, and one truck with 
180 bags of rice was from 
Jorhat.

The trucks reached 
Kiphire town through the 
newly cut by-pass road at 
Meluri. 

The rice will be dis-
tributed to all the villages 
under the initiative and 
guidance of assistant di-
rector of FCS and Kiphire 
district administration.

NPP observes foundation day, remembers Sangma  

SB Sangma and Ato Yepthomi unveiling the frame of the party’s founder PA Sangma along with other NPP 
officials on Sat. Sept. 1 at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Sept. 1 (EMN): 
The National People’s Party 
(NPP) Nagaland observed 
its first foundation day on 
Sept. 1 at Hotel Saramati in 
Dimapur, with NPP Meg-
halaya working president, 
SB Sangma as the guest 
speaker. 

Sangma in his ad-
dress shared that the par-
ty founder Purno Agitok 
Sangma who was also a 
recipient of Padma Vib-
hushan came from a poor 
family but he was someone 
who lived for others, who 
always stood up for the mi-
norities and raised concern 
for their welfare. 

“Lt. Sangma has worn 
many caps during his four 
decade long political career 
as cabinet minister, Chief 
Minister and Lok Sabha 
Speaker. Sangma, though 
hailing from a small village 
in Garo Hills in Meghalaya 
had championed the cause 
of not only the constitu-
ency he represented in the 
Parliament but for the en-
tire nation. Thus, Sangma’s 

core philosophy was to be 
the voice of the unheard, 
vulnerable and the minori-
ties in India”, reminded the 
guest speaker to the party 
workers. 

NPP state general sec-
retary and People’s Dem-
ocratic Alliance (PDA) 
member, Sasank Ghatraj in 
his welcome speech men-
tioned that the NPP foun-
dation day was observed in 
other districts in Nagaland 
and also in other parts of 
India. He reminded that 

Sept. 1 was not only the 
foundation day but also 
the birth anniversary of 
the party founder late PA 
Sangma. 

State party president, 
Ato Yepthomi in the presi-
dential address remarked 
the day an auspicious day 
for the party in Nagaland 
which will go down in the 
history of the NPP. He stat-
ed that the party founder 
was a statesman from the 
Northeast who was well 
known and respected all 

over India. 
Yepthomi asserted that 

a political party with dedi-
cated members and work-
ers were like a house with 
a strong foundation and 
mentioned that the NPP 
family was a small politi-
cal party but it comprised 
of dedicated workers and 
members. 

“As a NPP family we 
will all have ups and downs 
but to have patience and 
to work hard was what the 
party workers need to fo-

cus”, he exhorted. 
Yepthomi maintained 

that the party was grow-
ing fast in a short span of 
time and that it was the 
only tribal party to be 
recognised in India. He 
urged the party workers 
to acknowledge the senior 
leaders by interacting and 
communicating with them 
consistently. 

State youth president, 
Sethrongkyu H mentioned 
that the party has grown 
strength by strength and 
that NPP was the only na-
tional party in India for 
tribal to come together 
especially for the people of 
Northeast to come under 
one umbrella. 

Maintaining that the 
NPP was giving an oppor-
tunity for the people of 
Nagaland and Northeast to 
have a voice in Lok Sabha, 
he urged the party workers 
and members work togeth-
er to make NPP a powerful 
party and one day form the 
government in the state. 

“NPP as a new party 

has successfully contested 
and form a govt. in Meg-
halaya while the party was 
a party for the develop-
ment of tribal culture and 
people,” stated state party 
president women wing 
Yashila Imchen.

A video message by 
Meghalaya CM and NPP 
national president Conrad 
Sangma was telecast at 
the event. In his message, 
he cited that one should 
remember all the contri-
bution made for the tribal 
and for the Northeast by its 
founder Sangma and that 
on this day, only the good 
points and values need 
to be recalled. He urged 
all the party workers and 
members to pledge to carry 
on the good work started by 
the party founder. 

The event was marked 
with an Ao traditional bal-
lad by Ako Longkumer, 
Amazing Grace song by 
state working president 
Ringo Odyuo and cultural 
dance by the Garo Union 
Dimapur. 

Punglwa gets roadside market shed 
Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN):  The Self Help 
Group Village Federation of Punglwa ‘B’ 
market shed was inaugurated by Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner of Jalukie 
Dr. Tinojongshi Chang on Sep. 1. 

The project was supported by North 
East Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP) 
under the ministry of DoNER, Govt. of 
India and funded by World Bank. 

Ruuvilie Kotsu, district project 
manager of NERLP briefed the villag-
ers on various activities taken up by 
the NERLP across the district. He said 
that out of the five approved market 
sheds under value chain component, 
Punglwa ‘B’ is the second village to 

have completed the activity within the 
stipulated time. He informed that more 
than 14 crore has been spent by the 
NERLP on the seed funds, livelihood 
tranches and savings to SHGs across 
the districts. He asked the community 
to have maintenance plan and utilize 
the asset judiciously.

Dr. Tinojongshi encouraged the 
villagers to continue to be productive 
and sustain themselves. Saying that 
Punglwa ‘B’ is the only route connect-
ing Peren from other districts, he is 
confident that the market shed will 
flourish and the income of the villagers 
will be enhanced.

Fogging

A worker from the Medical department uses a dispenser to fog areas in Dimapur town to contain outbreak of 
dengue and vector borne diseases.

with likeminded people 
succeed in all they do. 

General secretary of 
the forum, John Thono, 

in his address thanked 
the staff and management 

for providing the platform 
for the students to excel 
in leadership skills. He 
said the forum will help 
the students to explore 
their potentials and will 
be committed to work for 
the welfare of students. 

Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Fr. P Suresh con-
gratulated and blessed 
the newly elected office 
bearers and told them 
to uphold the values of 
the college and discharge 
their duties with utmost 
sincerity, honesty and 
maintain good relation-
ship between students 
and teachers. 

The newly elected 
members  pledged to 
faithfully serve the stu-
dents in accordance to the 
forum constitution and 
to fulfill all duties and re-
sponsibilities of the office.
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Governor stresses on skill 
for all-round development

‘Nagaland Coffee Shop’ opens in Dimapur 

28 Naga youth find job placement

Monsoon vagaries halt 
road maintenance works 

‘Poshan Abhiyaan’ prog. 
begins in Dimapur

IPPB launched across Nagaland
STATE

PB Acharya along with Prof RC Gupta, and faculty members and 
students during the students’ event at the RCEMPA on September 1.

EM Images

R Binchilo Thong giving away a QR card to an IBBP account holder on Saturday.

EM Images

Sushil Kumar Patel handing over a QR card to an account holder from Dimapur.

EM Images

Sachin Jaiswal releasing a special cover on financial inclusion during the launch of the IPPB in Mokokchung 
on September 1.

EM Images

Selected students of Emporium Skill Training Institute, Dimapur, pose for the lens on September 1.

EM Images

Proprietors of Nagaland Coffee Shop Dr. Pieter Vermeulen  and 
Renathung Ezung during the inauguration of the coffee shop in 
Dimapur on September 1.

Dimapur, Sept. 1 (EMN): 
State governor, PB Ach-
arya, today underlined 
the important role of uni-
versities in providing stu-
dents with new knowledge 
and skills needed to meet 
countless challenges in a 
changing and globalised 
world. Implying ‘work is 

worship,’ he called on stu-
dents not to shy away from 
hard work.

Acharya was address-
ing the formal session at 
the 27th fresher’s meet 
of the Nagaland Univer-
sity Students’ Union, Ko-
hima Campus Meriema, 
at RCEMPA on September 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sept. 1: People 
of Nagaland can finally 
get the taste of coffee pro-
duced from the state with 
the opening of ‘Nagaland 
Coffee Shop,’ which was 
launched in Dimapur to-
day. According to experts, 
Nagaland coffee is ranked 
among the best in the 
world.

Nagaland Coffee Shop 
is a joint effort of Dr. Pieter 
Vermeulen and Renath-
ung Ezung. The shop is 
located at Clock Tower, 
near Eastern Mirror office. 
The shop was inaugurated 
by Hoto Yeptho, director of 
land resources. 

Conversing over a cup 
of the local brewed cof-
fee with this Reporter, the 
shop’s co-owner, Ezung 
said, “We are not com-
peting with others but 
taking the brand to the 

Dimapur, Sept. 1 (EMN): Under Dimapur (U) project, 
department of social welfare today kicked off the month-
long observance of “Poshan Abhiyaan” or “The na-
tional nutrition mission,” a prime minister’s overarching 
scheme for holistic nutrition. The programme is being 
observed from September 1-30.

The formal launching programme was held at 
Anganwadi Centre in Supply Colony, Dimapur. The 
importance of nutrition in the overall development of 
a child especially in the first 1000 days of the child’s life 
was shared by Zuthunglo Odyuo, clinical dietitian at 
Nagaland Multi-speciality Health and Research Centre 
(NMHRC), Midland, as the guest speaker.

Importance of nutrition for pregnant and nursing 
mothers and adolescent girls was also shared by the 
speaker. A press release issued by child development 
project officer informed that mothers’ group of Supply 
Colony, beneficiaries, and staff of Dimapur ICDS (U) 
project led by the CDPO attended the programme.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Sept. 1: Emporium Skill 
Training Institute, Dimapur, has 
provided job placement to 28 Naga 
students at Grand Hyatt, Bolgatty, 
in Kochi. 

The 28 trainees were selected 
through campus interview con-
ducted by the personal manager of 
Grand Hyatt, Bolgatty, Evoy Pinto 
and the assistant director of food 
and beverages, Md. Shoeb, on Sep-
tember 1 at the institute.   

“Grand Hyatt is a part of the 
Hyatts hotel corporation, one of the 
largest five star hotel brand from 

the United States of America and 
the hotel is conducting the inter-
view for the first time in Nagaland,” 
maintained Emporium Skill Train-
ing Institute operations manager, 
Anirbhan Mukherjee. 

“The students will be joining 
their jobs shortly. Apart from good 
salaries and perks, the five star 
hotel will also provide free of cost 
accommodation and food to all the 
selected candidates. 

Emporium students from Naga-
land have already set a benchmark 
in the aviation and hospitality in-
dustry,” he maintained. 

Mukherjee affirmed that the 
Emporium skill training institute 
will continue to bring in such op-
portunities for the youth of Naga-
land. 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojna (PMKVY) scheme is a bless-
ing for the unemployed youth of 
Nagaland, Mukherjee said.

 He also expressed appreciation 
to the directorate of employment, 
skill development and entrepre-
neurship for initiating the training 
project in joint collaboration with 
the institute in transforming many 
lives in the state.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sept. 1: In the 
face of accusing fingers 
pointed towards the con-
cerned department for its 
inability to deliver good 
roads in the state, de-
partment of public work 
(PWD) today clarified that 
road maintenance works 
were kept on hold due to 
the vagary of monsoon.

It emerged that the 
Public Works Department 
(PWD) has not completely 
used the amount that the 
government had sanc-
tioned to the department 
for road maintenance 
work in all the 12 districts 
of the state before the on-
set of monsoon. 

It may be mentioned 
here that the People’s 
Democratic  Al l iance 
(PDA) in its first cabinet 
meeting on March 8 had 
promised to repair and 
renovate roads within 60 
days. Accordingly, the gov-
ernment had approved 
INR 50 crore to the depart-
ment. 

It was on April 10, the 
minister of PWD, Tong-
pang Ozukum, in a press 
conference in Kohima, 
informed that the govern-
ment had released the 
first half of INR 25 crore 
for repairing and renova-
tion of roads in 12 districts 
headquarters. 

Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror, chief engineer of 
Nagaland PWD, Lima-
tongdang Jamir stated, 
“Before the monsoon we 
have listed out some of 
the prioritised roads in the 
12 district headquarters 
and went ahead with the 
works. But, due to the rain, 

we could not continue 
further.” Although, quite a 
few stretches of roads re-
pairing was done in almost 
all the districts headquar-
ters, it is not possible to 
continue, he added. 

He informed that the 
first half of INR 25 crore 
was not totally utilised 
owing to the works be-
ing kept on “hold.” When 
asked about the second 
half of INR 25 crore, which 
was yet to be released by 
the government, he stated, 
“even if it is released, how 
can we go ahead with the 
work” with heavy rain in 
the state almost every day. 

Jamir said that the first 
half of INR 25 crore had 
already been distributed 
to the 12 districts head-
quarters. The money was 
distributed according to 
the length of the roads and 
in a “proportionate man-
ner.” The districts with 
more road networks have 
a bigger share, he pointed 
out. 

The engineer also 
highlighted on the prac-
tical inabilities to carry 
out the works because of 
the rain. Stating that bitu-
minous works in the wet 
season is not advisable, he 
said “although improve-
ments of roads are very 
important, we are now 
facing with bigger hur-
dles because of monsoon 
damages. We are trying to 
restore the roads where 
it has been cut off in so 
many places.”

He further assured that 
the department would 
continue with the road 
repairing work right after 
monsoon.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Sept. 1:  Along 
with the rest of the coun-
try, India Post Payments 
Bank (IPPB) was launched 
across several districts in 
Nagaland on September 
1. With the launching, nine 
branches and 36 access 
points in Nagaland went 
live along with the rest 
of the country. Specials 
guests at the events re-
leased special covers on fi-
nancial inclusion and also 
distributed quick response 
(QR) cards to the account 
holders.

IPPB has been set up 
under the department 
of post under the min-
istry of communication 
with 100% equity owned 
by Government of India. 
IPBB aims to initially open 
1.55 lakh branches by pro-
viding banking and finan-
cial services to people in 
rural areas.

IPPB services would be 
available at 650 branches 
and 3,250 access points as 
on September 1. Of these, 
1.30 lakh access points will 
be located in rural areas, 
taking it to vast untapped 
market. 
Kohima: In Kohima, IPPB 
was launched by the state 
chief secretary, R Binchilo 
Thong, at Hotel Japfu, Ko-
hima.

The chief secretary, in 
his address, stated that the 
ultimate aim of the IPPB 
was financial inclusion 
and to make India go cash-
less which is convenient 
and accessible to the pub-
lic by eliminating leakages 
for the growth of GDP.

“IPPB is to spearhead 
financial inclusion agenda 
by removing the barri-
ers for the unbanked and 
under banked popula-
tion especially in the ru-
ral areas,” Thong stated. 
He hoped that the bank 
would prove to be helpful 
to the unbanked blocks in 
Nagaland.  

Superintendent of Post 
division, Kohima, Lalram-
zauva, also spoke on the 
occasion.
Dimapur: In Dimapur, 
deputy commission-
er, Sushil Kumar Patel, 
launched the IPPB branch 
office. The launching pro-
gramme was held at Hotel 
Lake Shilloi.

While mentioning 
about the importance of 
IPBB, Patel stated that its 
coverage is more than oth-
er banks and even more 
convenient. He added 
that employees from post 
office can even deliver 
money at one’s doorstep. 
Stressing on the impor-
tance of banks for sav-
ings, he mentioned that 
Government of India is 
emphasising on opening 
bank accounts.

Besides releasing the 
special cover, the DC also 
handed QR cards to the 
three IPPB account hold-
ers from Dimapur. Swarup 
Dutta was the first person 
to open the account from 
Dimapur office. 

Interacting with East-
ern Mirror, Dutta said the 
procedures were simple 
and could be registered 
without any hassles. Dutta 
disclosed that he had a 
savings account from 

Sanchay Post which was 
opened in 2005 and the 
account has been linked 
with IPPB on August 17. 
He admitted that he would 
be able to start transac-
tions by September 2. 
Mokokchung: In Mokokc-
hung, IPPB was launched 
by the deputy commis-
sioner, Sachin Jaiswal, 
at town hall. Jaiswal la-
mented that many people 
living in remote areas of 
the district do not have 
easy access to banks which 
have become mandatory 
for all to have a personal 
bank account to avail the 
welfare schemes and pro-
grammes initiated by the 
government.

He expressed confi-
dence that with the instal-
lation of IPPB branch in 
the district, people living 
in far-flung areas would 
have easy access to their 
bank account right at their 
doorsteps.

Jaiswal also said the 
district administration 

was ready to provide as-
sistance to Post office to 
disseminate information 
about IPPB and set up 
access points in all the vil-
lages in Mokokchung.

Inspector  of  Post 
Mokokchung Branch, 
Parna Mahato, informed 
that concurrently eight 
branches and 36 access 
points were launched in 
the state. 

“IPPB will offer a range 
of products such as sav-
ings and current accounts, 
money transfer, direct 
benefit transfers, bill and 
utility payments, and en-
terprise and merchant 
payments,” postal assist-
ant Narola Jamir said.

To open a bank ac-
count, they just need to 
approach the respective 
postmen of their colo-
nies and ward with their 
Aadhar card, she said 
adding that IPPB pro-
vides zero balance facil-
ity and its account could 
be used for any govern-
mental schemes and pro-

grammes.
Wokha: Additional deputy 
commissioner, Wokha, 
Mhathung Tsanglao, 
launched the IPPB at 
Lotha Tribal Council hall 
in Wokha on Saturday.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Tsanglao has stressed 
on the importance of hav-
ing a bank account by eve-
ry individual.

Tsanglao has appreci-
ated the idea of IPPM as it 
largely targeted the rural 
areas and semi-urban ar-
eas, who were deprived of 
banking facilities. 

R Phinyo, assistant su-
perintendent of Post Of-
fice in Kohima, had briefed 
about the importance and 
vision of IPPB. He encour-
aged the people to open 
zero account through 
IPPM. He mentioned that 
it can be directly linked 
with government benefits 
and schemes. He added 
that students’ scholarships 
could also be directly cred-
ited to their account.

other parts of the world. 
Everything from raw cof-
fee beans to the finished 
product ranging from 
crafting cups to the fur-
niture and small library 
collections are all locally 
produced.”

It was with the idea of 
providing employment 
opportunities to the lo-
cal youth, the café was 
opened, Ezung pointed 
out. Keeping in mind the 
rising unemployment 
problem in the state, he 

said “we want to create 
an opportunity for them 
as well.”   

When asked about the 
expenditure, Ezung said 
both of them (owners) had 
given equal shares into 
the venture. The expenses 
were met with “our hard 
earn money,” he added 
and went on to say that 
he neither apply for loan 
nor received financial as-
sistance from the govern-
ment. He disclosed that 
about INR 14 lakh was 
invested for opening of 
the shop.  

Being a starter, Ezung 
recounted his harrowing 
time in hiring employ-
ees. To ensure finding the 
right candidates, Ezung 
candidly confessed that 
he resorted on two quali-
ties in a person- “passion 
and patience.” He also 
added that he looks for an 

employee having a strong 
Christian background. 

Speaking about giving 
trainings to the new em-
ployees, he said that Dr. 
Vermeulen took care on 
those aspects. 

Nagaland Coffee Shop 
will have its presence in 
Kohima “very soon” pro-
vided finding a proper 
place, Ezung added. 

Informing about ex-
porting, he said Nagaland 
coffees are already being 
exported to South Africa 
and indirectly to various 
parts of Middle East. 

The co-owner of Na-
galand Coffee Shop, Dr. 
Pieter Vermeulen, who 
is based in South Africa, 
stated that he is passion-
ate about coffees. Further, 
he added that the coffees 
of Nagaland are “really 
good.”

Earlier at the inaugural 

programme, chief guest 
of the day, Hoto Yeptho, 
spoke about the back-
ground of coffee business 
in Nagaland. He narrated 
that 30 years back, the 
state government had 
tried to produce coffee 
plantation. However, it 
turned out to be a failed 
mission due to the poor 
“market and manage-
ment” system. It was in 
2015 that the state govern-
ment had taken new initi-
ative into the coffee busi-
ness and gradually helped 
the business gained its 
prominence.  

Except on Mondays, 
the café will be opened on 
all week days starting from 
10 am to 7 pm depending 
on customer demands. 
Further services like mem-
bership and takeaways will 
also be provided, it was 
informed.

1 as the guest speaker.
Acharya stressed that 

universities have the re-
sponsibility of produc-
ing not only educated but 
also well equipped and 
highly skilled manpower 
for overall development 
of the society. He empha-
sised on the importance of 
having dialogues between 
university, industries and 
trade sector for the devel-
opment of the state and 
employment of the stu-
dents when they pass out. 

The governor also en-
couraged students to take 
up entrepreneurship and 
be job givers and not job 
seekers. Stating that the 
government sector has 
reached a saturation point 
for employment, he said 
youth need to look beyond 
government jobs. 

“Students have to excel 
not just in academics but 
expand their interest in 

other vocational educa-
tion in order to acquire 
relevant skills, including 
skills needed for work 
and entrepreneurship,” 
he added. Acharya also 
informed that the central 
and state governments 
have introduced various 
welfare schemes and pro-
grammes targeted for the 
youth to help them stand 
on their feet. In this re-
gards, he encouraged the 
youth to avail such pro-
grammes for their benefit. 

NU Pro vice chancel-
lor, Prof. RC Gupta ex-
horted the students, while 
a special song was pre-
sented by Moipen and Im-
nasenla delivered a speech 
on behalf of the fresher’s. 

The programme was 
conducted by Lito Zhim-
omi and president NUSU 
(KC) Chongrokhum Sang-
tam delivered the presi-
dential address. 
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Assam lynching: Police file 
charges against 48 accused

EC wants maximum voting by 
differently-able eligible voters

Siang water level starts 
receding as weather improves

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
Charges were filed in the 
court of Chief Judicial 
Magistrate (CJM) in Diphu 
on Saturday against 48 
persons including a mi-
nor, who were accused 
of involvement in the 
mob lynching incident at 
Panjuri village, Kangthi-
langso under Dokmoka 
police station. Two Guwa-
hati youths  were lynched   
during the incident.

After the June 8 inci-
dent the police have ar-
rested around 250 people 
from the area of incident 
i.e. Panjuri Kachari gaon, 
Kangthilangso, which 
were in judicial custody. 
Out of the 250, 48 persons 
including a minor have 
been filed a chargesheet 
by the police to the court 
in Diphu on Friday.

During a routine hear-
ing in an interval of 14 
days according to court 

procedures, the 48 ac-
cused were today pro-
duced before the CJM 
court.

In a press conference 
that was conducted lat-
er in the evening at the 
official Chamber of SP, 
Diphu, the SP Dr. Prasad 
said, “We tried our best 
to file the charge sheet 
so that those having evi-
dences are not missed. 
Out of around 250 peo-
ple arrested 48 are given 

charge sheet today. We are 
very hopeful the court will 
give justice to the victims 
by awarding punishment 
to the convicted persons 
after the verdict is made 
by court.”

He also said dealing 
with cases of mob lynch-
ing is the most difficult 
task for investigation as 
more people are involved 
in the incident and from 
among the mob as to 
pick-up the accused.

Second round of tripartite talk held in Manipur
Our Correspondent

Imphal, Sep. 1 (EMN): Another round 
of the tripartite talks among the gov-
ernment of India, the government 
of Manipur and the United Naga 
Council (UNC) to resolve the issue of 
creation of new districts in the state, 
was held at the DRDA Conference 
Hall at Senapati district headquarter, 
60 km north of Imphal on Saturday.

Today`s talks was chaired by 
Satyendra Garg, Joint Secretary (NE), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, govern-
ment of India. Agriculture, Veteri-
nary & Animal Hubandry Minister 
V Hangkhanlian; Education, Labour 
& Employment Minister Thokchom 
Radheshyam and Public Health En-
gineering, Printing and Stationary 
Minister Losii Dikho represented the 

government of Manipur.
In the day’s talk, Secretary (TA & 

Hills) Athem Muivah and Secretary 
(Revenue/Consumers affairs food 
and public distribution) T Ranjit 
Singh assisted the ministers.

An eleven member UNC team 
headed by its President Gaidon 
Kamei, General Secretary S Milan 
including All Naga Students` As-
sociation Manipur President Joseph 
Adhani and Naga Women`s Union 
President Asha Wungnam attended 
the talk.

During the day’s talks which were 
aimed at finding an amicable solu-
tion following the creation of seven 
new districts in Manipur by the pre-
vious Congress government in Dec. 
2016, the state government agreed 

that it could not come with a concrete 
proposal because of urgent issues be-
fore the government and requested 
for some more time to come out with 
a concrete proposal.

The state government under-
stands the sentiments of UNC and 
committed that it would come out 
with definite concrete plans in the 
next meeting which will be sched-
ule in the first week of Dec. 2018, it 
added. It may be recalled that the first 
round of tripartite talk was held on 
Mar. 19, 2017.

UNC President Gaidon Kamei re-
acting to the day’s talk told the report-
ers that they have already conveyed 
their final words to the state govern-
ment and the state government is the 
author of the issue. 

Manipur has many unexplored areas that 
can be developed — Governor Heptulla

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 1 (EMN): Jet 
airways want to introduce 
Imphal-Delhi direct flight 
on a daily basis. An offi-
cial team representing Jet 
airways conveyed this to 
me, says Governor Dr Na-
jma Heptulla. Jet airways 
had already introduced 
Imphal-Delhi direct flight 
service from Mar. 25.

Cu r re n t l y,  b u d g e t 
carrier Air Asia already 
started to operate Imphal-
Delhi direct flight from 
April 7, 2018 on a daily 
basis. Earlier consider-
ing the public demand, 
Air India had introduced 
Imphal-Delhi direct flight 
service from Jan. 2, 2018.

Manipur Governor 
Dr Najma Heptulla was 
speaking at the formal 
launching of Mission for 
Economic Empowerment 
of Traditional Artisans and 
Craftsmen (MEETAC) at a 
hotel in Imphal on Satur-
day wherein she appealed 
to understand that North 
East does not end at As-
sam or Guwahati but there 
are many other places and 
states which may leave 
them spellbound.

Stating that Manipur 
is an unexplored paradise, 
she said there are many 
other unexplored poten-
tial areas which can be de-
veloped in the state. She 
also appealed to incul-
cate the sense of dignity 
of labour in the region. 
Dr Heptulla also men-
tioned about the need to 
include crafts training in 
the school curriculum so 
that children are imparted 
the knowledge of crafts-
manship right from the 
beginning.

MEETAC, an autono-
mous society set up on 
Dec. 29 last year under the 
state textiles, commerce 
and industries depart-
ment to provide unified 
access to the traditional 
craftsmen/artisans of hills 
and valley of Manipur 
for design development 
of their crafts/arts as per 

Agartala, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
The Election Commission 
would conduct intensive 
mapping aiming at getting 
the maximum number of 
differently-able voters to 
exercise their franchise 
including in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls and later, an 
official said here on Satur-
day. “The Election Com-
mission has asked all the 
states to conduct exhaus-
tive mapping of different-
ly-abled eligible voters so 
that maximum number of 
such voters can cast their 
votes in future elections...,” 
Tripura Chief Electoral 
Officer Sriram Taranikanti 
told the media here.

“Sp e c i a l  a r r a n g e -
ments, including engage-
ment of volunteers were 
always made in most of 
the polling stations for the 
differently-abled eligible 
voters. 

“Now the election au-
thorities would conduct 
a study whether any poll-
ing station was missing in 
arranging the special ar-

rangements for them.
“Our target is to make 

user-friendly special ar-
rangements for each and 
every otherwise-abled eli-
gible voter in their respec-
tive or nearest polling sta-
tions,” he added.

According to the 2011 
census, there are 2.68 crore 
differently-abled people, 
which is 2.21 per cent of 
total of 121 crore popula-
tion. Among the disabled 
population 56 per cent 
(1.5 crore) are men and 44 
per cent (1.18 crore) are 
women.

“Of the 2.68 crore 
otherwise-abled persons, 
around 1.75 crore likely to 
be eligible voters,” a sen-
ior official of the Tripura 
election department told 
IANS. 

In Tripura, the Elec-
tion Department would 
collect the number and 
other details of the state’s 
“differently-abled” popu-
lation from the Social Wel-
fare Department. The state 
has approximately 50,000 

physically challenged vot-
ers. 

The Election Commis-
sion has directed conduct-
ing of a special summary 
revision of the electoral 
rolls of all states and Union 
Territories with January 
1, 2019, as qualifying date 
of age.

“After several months 
of long summary revision 
of the voters list, the final 
publication of the pho-
to-affixed electoral rolls 
would be done in the first 
week of January 2019 and 
on the basis of that rolls, 
the Lok Sabha elections 
would be held,” Taran-
ikanti said.

On Saturday, with the 
publication of the draft 
electoral rolls several 
months long process for a 
special summary revision 
of the electoral rolls has 
begun.

According to the draft 
rolls, Tripura currently has 
25,73,413 electorates, in-
cluding 12,68,027 women 
voters.

Itanagar, Sep. 1 (PTI): With 
improvement in weather 
conditions on Saturday, the 
water level in Siang river 
in Arunachal Pradesh has 
started receding, officials 
said.

East Siang district dep-
uty commissioner Tamiyo 
Tatak said that the water 
level of the Siang river at 
Pasighat, the district head-
quarters, is normal al-
though there were high 
tides.

“The water level of the 
river receded since last 
evening with improvement 
in weather,” he said over 
phone.

Official sources from 
Tuting in Upper Siang dis-
trict said that the water 
level of the river is gradually 

receding.
According to National 

Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF), the water level of 
the Siang river at Tuting re-
corded in the morning was 
415.17 meter and that in 
Pasighat was 153.30 meter.

Siang river, which origi-
nates in Tibet, is known as 
Tsangpo in China. It joins 
Lohit and Dibang rivers 
downstream to form the 
Brahmaputra in Assam.

Nineteen persons were 
rescued by the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) on Friday who 
were stranded in an island 
at Siang river in East Siang 
district.

On Thursday, the East 
Siang district administra-
tion had requisitioned IAF 
for helicopter to evacuate 

people stranded at Jampani 
under Sille-Oyan circle of 
the district.

The rescued, all cattle 
herders from Assam, were 
stranded after the water 
level rose with high current 
making it impossible for 
boats to ferry.

The district administra-
tion has advised people to 
stay away from venturing 
into the Siang River as it was 
in high spate with unusual 
high tides.

Many low-lying areas 
are staring at flood and 
erosion, especially in Mebo 
circle under the district.

Over 1,000 families liv-
ing along the river bank 
have been affected at Mebo, 
local legislator Lombo Tay-
eng had said on Thursday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1927SUD0KU 1767
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked)
4. Pad
7. Goes away hastily
12. Eggs
13. Frozen water
14. Delete
15. Investigator
17. Long range navigational system
18. Nigerian city
19. British Air Aces
21. Deviating from the familiar
22. Press coins or medals
24. A shelf beside an open fire
25. 1 1 1 1
26. Before
27. A bottle with a stopper
29. A person who has general 

authority
31. Powdered mixture of cinnamon, 

cloves, coriander, aniseed and 
fennel seed

35. Groaned
37. Male offspring
38. A petty criminal
41. Similar to the color of blood
42. Breezed through (an exam)
43. A large vessel for making coffee 

or tea
44. The world of the dead
45. Soviet Socialist Republic
46. Gangland
48. Tackling the quarterback for a 

loss in football
52. Italian for “Boat”
53. Italian for “Time”
54. The cry made by sheep
55. Oriental nursemaids
56. Horny projecting jaws of a bird
57. Emergency Medical Services
 
DOWN

1. “Ad ___” = spontaneously created

2. Monetary unit of Macao
3. Servicemen
4. Belonging to me
5. Someone who is highly 

skilled
6. Panic or fear
7. Your consciousness of your 

own identity
8. Cathode Ray Oscilloscope
9. Moses’ elder brother 

(Bible)
10. 18th Hebrew letter
11. Dispatches 16. 

Frequently

20. Diminished
22. The 13th letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet
23. Individual Retirement 

Account
24. Capital of Zimbabwe
25. Original Equipment 

Manufacturer
27. Corporate executive title
28. An interest followed with 

exaggerated zeal
30. Tobacco Mosaic Virus
32. Impute
33. Fish eggs 34. In 

addition
36. Horatio _____, British 

admiral
38. Island formerly called 

Sandalwood Island
39. Flat-bottomed boat
40. Below
42. Request
44. Robert ____, poet
45. Forms on a wound
47. German for “I”
49. Metric unit of area
50. Viet ___
51. A state of matter
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Dr Najma Heptulla, extreme right, with N Biren Singh, second from right; and others during the formal 
launch of the Mission for Economic Empowerment of Traditional Artisans and Craftsmen in Imphal on 
Saturday. (DIPR)

global standards to in-
crease market demand 
and achieve better eco-
nomic valuation.

The governor said that 
though the state’s popu-
lation is hardly 28 lakhs, 
artisans and craftsmen 
concentration is very high 
in the state. As such, the 
government should not 
only provide support to 
the craftsmen but also 
create market for them 
so that they may have 
sustainable livelihood 
through arts and crafts, 
she added.

Narrating her continu-
ous effort to introduce 
Australian model of ‘flying 
doctors’ in Manipur con-
sidering its hilly terrain, 
she informed the gather-
ing that she is concerned 
about the survival of Lok-
tak lake and rivers feeding 
the lake in order to make 
it an important tourist 

destination. Besides she 
also expressed the need of 
the hour is to open more 
road side eateries, public 
conveniences and also 
introduction of the high-
way patrol party on the 
highways.

In his speech, Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh 
said that MEETAC is a 
brainchild of Governor 
Dr Heptulla adding that 
many other projects in 
the state were launched 
successfully because of 
her endeavour.

On the scarcity of fer-
tilizer urea in the state, he 
clarified that it’s because 
of the sudden sinking of 
highway near Kohima. 
However, two racks of fer-
tilizer had been transport-
ed by train up to Jiribam 
from Namrup a day after 
his appraisal to railways 
minister. All these con-
signments would reach 

Imphal within a few days. 
He also opined that Ma-
nipur can become a mod-
el state in the country 
within 10 years provided 
there is less unwanted ac-
tivities including bandh/
blockade.

Textiles, Commerce 
and Industries Minister 
Th Biswajit who is the 
chairman of MEETAC 
said the mission is a new 
beginning and it would 
certainly open a huge av-
enue of opportunities to 
traditional artisans and 
craftsmen.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Y Joykumar, Consumers 
affairs food and public 
distribution minister K 
Shyam, Water resources 
Minister Letpao Haokip 
and Directors of National 
Institute of Designs based 
in Delhi and Ahmadabad 
and others attended the 
day’s launching function.

Prominent 
CPI (M) leader 
joins BJP in
Tripura
Agartala, Sep. 1 (PTI): 
Former CPI(M) MLA Biswa-
jit Dutta has joined the rul-
ing BJP in Tripura, alleging 
corruption, factionalism 
and criminal practices in 
the communist party.

Dutta, 68, joined the saf-
fron party at Khowai district 
town, about 50 km from 
the state capital, on Friday 
evening.

He was welcomed by 
BJP national secretary and 
Tripura in-charge Sunil De-
odhar, who said Dutta was 
among the “most honest 
leaders” of the CPI(M).

Dutta, who was as-
sociated with the CPI(M) 
since 1964, claimed that a 
“criminal conspiracy” was 
hatched against him before 
the February 18 Assembly 
elections in the state. He 
was “forced to get hospital-
ised” and replaced by an-
other Left Front candidate.

The Tripura Left Front 
committee had unani-
mously announced Dutta as 
candidate ahead of the polls 
this year. He was later re-
placed by former SFI leader 
Nirmal Biswas.

“It was a cruel and 
criminal conspiracy against 
me hatched by a faction of 
the party. I was forced to 
be hospitalised before the 
elections so that I could 
not contest it. The entire 
plot was supported by the 
(CPI-M) state committee,” 
he told reporters on Friday.

“The story of illness was 
fake and manufactured to 
force me to give up my claim 
to contest as Left Front can-
didate. The hospitalisation 
was drama,” Dutta alleged. 
He had resigned from all 
posts in the CPI(M) on April 
18. Reacting to the allega-
tions, CPI(M) state leader 
and former Tripura Assem-
bly Deputy Speaker Pabitra 
Kar on Saturday said, “Eve-
ryone knows that Biswajit 
Dutta was ill and his condi-
tion had deteriorated.

How could we field a 
sick man to contest?”.



5
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, September 2, 2018

SBI hikes benchmark 
lending rate by 0.2 pc
New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): 
Home, auto and other 
loans would become 
costlier as the country’s 
largest lender SBI Satur-
day increased its bench-
mark lending rates or 
MCLR by 0.2 per cent, a 
development followed by 
other lenders.

The new rates are ef-
fective from today. 

State Bank of India 
(SBI) has increased the 
lending rate by 20 basis 
points across all tenors 
up to three years. 

Now SBI’s overnight 
and one-month tenors’ 
Marginal Cost of Funds 
Based Lending Rate 
(MCLR) stands at 8.1 
per cent as against 7.9 
per cent, as per the SBI’s 
website. 

The MCLR for a one-
year tenor increased to 
8.45 per cent from 8.25 
per cent earlier. Most 
of the retail loans are 
benchmarked against 
one-year MCLR.

The MCLR for a three-
year tenor increased to 
8.65 per cent from 8.45 
per cent.

The rate hike by bank 
comes a month after the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) hiked benchmark 
lending rate called repo 
rate by 25 basis points to 
6.5 per cent. 

RBI had last raised 
the repo rate on June 6 

by 0.25 per cent to 6.25 
per cent. That increase 
was the first since Janu-
ary 28, 2014 when rates 
were hiked by a similar 
proportion to 8 per cent.

STATE / BUSINESS

GST collection slides below INR 94,000 crore
New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
Revenue collection under 
the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) dropped to INR 
93,960 crore in August as 
against INR 96,483 crore 
collected in July.

The government said 
a major factor for the dip 
in tax revenues could be 
“probable postponement” 
of sale of items on which 
tax rate was reduced by 
the GST Council in its July 
21 meeting. The reduced 
rates were to come into ef-
fect from July 27.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 17th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-371/18/4195-96     Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. T.N. Mannen -Vrs- Shri. V.Vitoho Awomi resident of Mughavi, 
Niuland Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 2.10.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. T.N. Mannen
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1611
Dag No: 395/1791, 10/1792 &23, Area: 00B-01K-02 Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Nallah, 
East: Vitho Angami/Lotha, West: Chuba Ao

NOTICE

D-5912

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 31st August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-12/2000-D/4291-92       Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. L. Imlikumba Phom S/o, ………….. resident of 
Dimapur has reported that he/she had lost his/her Jamabandi/
patta bearing Patta No.436, Dag No.84/567 of Block No/Village..
Kuchiabill, Area 02-00-00 which was lost or destroyed.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections concerning to 
the said land or any should be submitted to this Court in written 
on or before 31.09.18.
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
North: Meren, South: Lenia Onenth
East: Approach Road, West: Dhansiri River

NOTICE

D-5914

This Notice is hereby served to Mr. Limayanger (S/o 
Late Mr. Kisenjungba) and his wife Mrs. Limasenla 
that the family members and the relatives shall not 
be held responsible or liable to recover the loans and 
debts incurred by him and his wife currently or in 
the future. Henceforth, the individual concerned and 
groups will be held solely responsible for any money 
lent to them. This declaration is jointly made by the 
family members and relatives of Mr. Limayanger and 
Mrs. Limasenla.
Dated: Sept. 01, 2018.

On behalf of both the family members and relatives - Mr. Moa 
Ao and Mr. Rongsen Ao

DECLARATION

DP-449

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated: Dimapur the 31st 08 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-1/90-D/       Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti. HAITENLO APON resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.1844, Dag 
No.476/2115 measuring an area 00-01-04 
located at Block No/Village.04, Mouza No.02 
which has been located mortgage in the NIDC 
Bank/Society.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 07.09.18.

NOTICE

D-5915

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. VILIEBEINUO KIPU W/o LT. Methavilie Angami, UDA, Deptt. 
Dist. T.B. & C.D. Hospital, Khuzama resident of Tsiepfütsiepfhe colony, Kohima 
has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, 
GPF, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled.  Bank A/C 
No.20059437691 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 22.07.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI  Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018 

KG-2779

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.20 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.6 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No.NL-01-T-7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
 Bearing Registration No. NL-01-T-7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01-T-7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd), wherein you 
have been impleaded as party respondents No.2, 3 & 4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-776

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.18 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.5 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village,
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No.NL-01/T 7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland.
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.), wherein 
you have been impleaded as party respondents No.2, 3 & 4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-777

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.22 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.7 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village,
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
 Bearing Registration No.NL-01/T 7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd.,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland.
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.), wherein 
you have been impleaded as party respondents No. 3, 4 & 5.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-778

Cont... from Page 1

i. Nature of calamity Storm squil, windstorm, fire, electric short circuit, 
landslide, mudslide, heavy rainfall, hailstrom, 
incessant rainfall, flash flood, flood, mudside, 
strom, land sinking, water logging, animal death, 
animal attack, crops damaged by animals

 ii. No. of districts affected 
with name

Phek, Longleng, Tuensang, Peren, Dimapur, 
Wokha, Zunheboto, Mon, Kiphire, Mokokchung, 
Kohima. 

iii. No. of village affected 532

iv. No. of family affected 48821
v. Population affected 2,61,115 13.19 % of the total 

population
vi. Human lives lost 1 (Mokokchung), 1 (Wokha), 5 (Zunheboto), 1 

(Kohima) 
2 (Dimapur), 1 (Phek) .

vii. No. of missing
viii. No. of injured 4 (Mokokchung), 1 (Phek)
ix. No. of persons evacuated 90 (Kohima), 35 (Tuensang), 3 families (Mokok-

chung), 
225 (Wokha)

x. No. of relief camp opened I (Mokokchung) 
3 (Dimapur), 6 (Wokha)

xi. Inmates in the relief camp.  20(Mokokchung), 407 
(Dimapur), 225 (Wokha)

xii. Houses damaged Fully- 3048, severely-1679, partially-475 fully: 
severely: 
partially:

xiii. Infracturcture damaged Road, bridges, culverts, protection wall, drain-
age, irrigation canal, houses, shops, college 
hostels, animal shed, churches, school, farm 
houses, retaining wall, kutcha house, rubber 
plantation due to landslide, crops damaged by 
elephant, retaining wall

xiv. Animal deaths Buffalo/cow/mithun=359, pig/goat/
sheep=435,draught animal=102

xv.  Fishery- 15 (Kiphire) and 16 Kohima
xvi. Handicraft/ handloom-
xvii. Total crop area affected (in 

acres).
151.8 (Longleng), 240 (Zunheboto), 40(Tuen-
sang), 210 paddy fields & 3878 acres horti crops 
71 (Phek), Yes (Tuensang) 5 paddy fields, 32 (Di-
mapur), 886.77 (Wokha) 86 (Kiphire) 13 paddy 
fields (Mon) 12 acres (Mokokchung)

xviii. Relief material 
distributed

Essential commodities distributed at Kiphere 
and Tuensang district

Impact of the situation 
•	 	The	incessant	rain	in	the	state	especially	 in	the	district	of	Wokha	has	 led	to	

the rise of water level at Doyang hydro-electric dam and has severely affected 
around 91 villages in the district of Golaghat of upper Assam causing massive 
floods. 

•		 Due	to	severe	impact	 in	the	infrastructure	sector,	the	coping	capacity	of	the	
community has been severely affected especially in the far flung districts such 
as Kiphire district, Tobu sub-division in Mon district, Tuensang district, Meluri 
block in Phek district and the State Capital district of Kohima. 

•	Lack	of	essential	commodities	in	the	district	of	Kiphire,	Tobu,	Tuensang,	Satoi	
Zunheboto district and Phek Meluri block. 

•	 Large	 scale	of	destruction	 to	agriculture	crops,	 cattle	and	domestic	animals	
and damage of houses has been reported.

•	 	v.	The	infrastructure	sector	which	is	severely	affected	by	the	landslide	due	to	
incessant rain is predicted to continue for the coming 3 months. 

•	 The	 unprecedented	 series	 of	 disaster	 in	 Nagaland	 has	 affected	 severely	 @	
13.19% of the total population of Nagaland and affected severely 48,821 fami-
lies in 532 villages. vii. The incessant rain and landslide has also affected the 
agricultural sector by 5408.57 acres. 

Response of Nagaland state government  
•	 The	Government	of	Nagaland	with	the	support	of	the	Indian	Air	force	from	3rd	

to 18th  August airlifted essential commodities and dropped to the affected 
districts Tenning in Peren district, Noksen, Noklak in Tuensang district, Tobu 
in Mon district, Phokhungri, Wuzu in Phek district and Pongro, Kiphire head-
quarter and Seyochung in Kiphire district.

•	 Multiple	sites	of	affected	roads	by	landslides	due	to	incessant	rain	have	also	
been restored temporarily.

•	 The	NSDMA	along	with	the	DDMAs	have	also	given	out	immediate	relief	to	the	
affected families.

•	 SDRF	and	NDRF	had	also	been	deployed	for	rescue	operation.	

Emerging needs 
The immediate needs which are emerging because of the unprecedented disas-
ters in Nagaland are: 
•	 Providing	essential	commodities	for	the	affected	districts
•	 Immediate	 restoration	of	 road	 infrastructure	severely	damaged	by	 the	 land-

slide because of the incessant rain in 557 locations including the state capital 
roads. It will require major restorative works, which have severely disrupted 
the overall economy of the State and communications of the State. iii. Immedi-
ate rebuilding of fully, severely, partially 48,821 damaged houses along with the 
shelter material supports. 

Sl. no Name Designation Mobile no. Email ID

1 R. Ramakrishnan Home Com-
missioner

8667527309 homecommis-
sionemagaland@
gmail.com

2 Rovilatuo Mor Secretary, 
Home 
NSDMA

 9436005679 rovilatuomor@
gmail.com

3 Johnny Ruangmei OSD, NSDMA 
Home

9856680933 Johnny.naga@
gmail.com

4 SEOC 0370 - 
2291122/ 1070

sdma.nagaland@
gmail.com

Current situation details 
“Since it would have 

taken some time for the 
market to pass on the 
benefit of reduced taxes, 
consumeINR might have 
postponed their decision 
to buy, expecting the ben-
efit. The actual impact of 
reduction of rate of taxes 
would be observed only 
from next month onwards 
as the rate reduction would 
have got affected only in 
last few days of the month,” 
the Finance Ministry said.

It added that even past 
trends show that August 

collections are lower than 
the July collections.

“Even past trend of in-
direct tax collection shows 
that while July collections 
are 8.2 per cent of the total 
annual collections, August 
collections are at a lower 
level of 7.7 per cent of the 
total annual collections. 
This is another reason for 
lower collections during 
the month of August as 
compared to that in July,” 
it said.

As per the data released 
by the Ministry, the total 

gross GST revenue col-
lected in the montah of Au-
gust (for the month of July) 
stood at INR 93,960 crore, 
of which Central GST was 
INR 15,303 crore, State GST 
INR 21,154 crore and Inte-
grated GST was INR 49,876 
crore. An additional INR 
7,628 crore was collected 
as cess. 

The total number of 
GST returns filed for the 
month of July up to August 
stood at 67 lakh, slightly 
higher than 66 lakh returns 
filed in July (for June). 

The last date of filing 
return of July has been 
extended till October for 
Kerala.  “The total revenue 
earned by the Central and 
state governments after 
settlement including pro-
visional settlement of INR 
12,000 crore in August is 
INR 36,963 crore for Cen-
tral GST and INR 41,136 
crore for State GST. For the 
bi-monthly period June-
July, compensation of INR 
14,930 crore has been re-
leased to the states,” an of-
ficial statement said.

Gold maintains 
upward trend 
on global cues, 
jeweller’s buying
New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): 
Gold prices edged up by 
INR 10 to INR 31,350 per 
10 grams at the bullion 
market Saturday, extend-
ing its rising streak for the 
third straight day, track-
ing a firm trend oveINRe-
as amid continued buy-
ing by local jewelleINR.

Silver also hardened 
by INR 50 to INR 38,350 
per kg backed on in-
creased offtake by indus-
trial units.

TradeINR said apart 
from a firm trend oveIN-
Reas, steady inflow of 
buying by local jewel-
leINR to meet the ongo-
ing festive season de-
mand at the domestic 
spot market kept gold 
prices higher.

Globally, gold rose 
0.10 per cent to USD 
1,200.80 an ounce in New 
York in yesterday’s trade.

In the national capi-
tal, gold of 99.9 per cent 
and 99.5 per cent purity 
edged up by INR 10 each 
to INR 31,350 and INR 
31,200 per 10 grams, re-
spectively. The metal had 
gained INR 260 in last 
two days.

Sovereign gold, how-
ever, remained flat at INR 
24,500 per piece of eight 
grams.

Silver ready rose by 50 
to INR 38,350 per kg and 
weekly-based delivery by 
INR 160 to INR 37,115 per 
kg. 

But, silver coins re-
mained flat at INR 73,000 
for buying and INR 
74,000 for selling of 100 
pieces.

LIC aims INR 
7,550 cr. fiINRt 
premium 
income from 
eastern region
Kolkata, Sep. 1 (PTI): Life 
Insurance Corporation 
(LIC) has set a target of 
garnering fiINRt premium 
income of INR 7,550 crore 
during the 2018-19 fiscal in 
the eastern region, an offi-
cial said Saturday.

The aim is to grow 20 
per cent each year in fi-
INRt premium income, A K 
Sharma, Regional Manager 
(marketing), LIC, said here.

During April-August, 
fiINRt premium income of 
the region was INR 2,165 
crore, almost flat as com-
pared to the correspond-
ing period a year ago.

Till August 31, the 
group premium income 
collected from the region 
was INR 2,050 crore, he 
said.
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Strength for Your Journey
BIBLE READ:   HABAKKUK 3:16–19 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes 
my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me 

to tread on the heights. 
~   Habakkuk 3:19

Hinds Feet on High Places, a classic allegory of the Christian life, is based on Habakkuk 3:19. The story follows 
the character Much-Afraid as she goes on a journey with the Shepherd. But Much-Afraid is scared so she asks 
the Shepherd to carry her.

The Shepherd kindly replies, “I could carry you all the way up to the High Places myself, instead of leaving you 
to climb there. But if I did, you would never be able to develop hinds’ feet, and become my companion and go where 
I go.”

Much-Afraid echoes the questions of the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk (and if I’m honest, my questions too): 
“Why must I experience suffering?” “Why is my journey difficult?”

Habakkuk lived in Judah in the late seventh century bc before the Israelites were taken into exile. The prophet 
found himself in a society that overlooked social injustice and was immobilized by the fear of imminent invasion by 
the Babylonians (Habakkuk 1:2–11). He asked the Lord to intervene and remove suffering (1:13). God replied that He 
would act justly but in His timing (2:3).

In faith, Habakkuk chose to trust the Lord. Even if the suffering did not end, the prophet believed that God would 
continue to be his strength.

We too can take comfort that the Lord is our strength to help us endure suffering and will also use the most chal-
lenging of life’s journeys to deepen our fellowship with Christ.

God, sometimes my suffering seems too much to bear. Help me to trust  
You and continue to walk with You on this journey.

We can trust the Lord to be our strength in tough times.

10 Ways (Other Than Tithing) to Invest in God’s Kingdom

Coconut Oil: Not Quite Poisonous, 
But Best Treated With Caution

Children's Bone Cancers Begin Early — Study

Two-Headed Arrow Effective at 
Killing Ovarian Cancer — Study

O
ne of the first lessons I learned 
as a new believer was about 
the privilege and responsibility 
Christians have to support local 

churches. Because God has chosen to use 
the church, the body of Christ, for evange-
lism, teaching, training, ministry, and be-
nevolence, it’s crucial that we invest first 
and foremost in the church.

But what about giving above and 
beyond our commitment to the local 
church? Perhaps God has blessed you with 
a surplus or a desire to sacrifice your time, 
talent, or treasure. How can you invest in 
God’s kingdom? Where should you give?

Here are 10 suggestions:
1. Support a missionary.
Some serving on the mission field are 
supported by denominational mission 
boards, but others must raise their own 
support. Many missionaries are under-
supported and lack the necessary funds to 
minister as effectively as they could.

During my family’s history we’ve do-
nated to missionaries working in China, 
Thailand, Japan, Kenya, Romania, South 
Korea, Lesotho, Spain, Mexico, Amster-
dam, and Afghanistan. Through prayer 
and financial gifts, we’ve helped spread 
the gospel to every continent except Aus-
tralia and Antarctica (so far). One of our 
dearest hopes is that we’ll meet people in 
heaven who came to Christ through the 
missionaries we supported. Giving to mis-
sions and missionaries is an excellent way 
to invest in God’s kingdom.
2. Disciple a new believer.
The Christian life is challenging, espe-
cially for first-generation believers. Many 
teens and young adults who didn’t grow 
up in Christian homes lack the exam-
ple of a godly father or mother. They’ve 
made decisions for Christ and want to 
grow in their faith, but they need some-
one to model what authentic faith looks 
like.

When my husband, David, made a 
decision for Christ at age 17, he was a 
high-risk believer. Charlie and Rhonda, 
a couple from his church, recognized his 
potential (and the life circumstances he 
had working against him). They took him 
on as a special project.

Every Tuesday night Rhonda would 

cook dinner, and Charlie would share a 
Bible lesson. They worked through dis-
cipleship lessons and studied the basics 
of the faith. By the time David graduated 
from high school, he was better equipped 
to live the Christian life.

Now that we’re the “seasoned saints,” 
we enjoy paying it forward by investing 
in young couples. We share meals, talk 
about challenges and life issues, and pray 
together.
3. Participate in disaster relief.
Natural disasters, political uprisings, and 
economic challenges can impoverish an 
area or an entire country. One of the best 
ways to respond to the catastrophic needs 
of others is to donate time and/or money 
to reputable relief organizations. Samari-
tan’s Purse is one of my favorites.

“Samaritan’s Purse was the first re-
lief organization on the ground after the 
hurricane,” a missionary friend serving 
in Haiti said. “They were organized, com-
passionate, and efficient. Best of all, they 
shared the gospel with those whose lives 
had been devastated by the storm.”

Before you donate or volunteer, how-
ever, be sure the organization you’re con-
sidering has a stellar rating for financial 
stewardship. The website Charity Naviga-
tor, for example, ranked Samaritan’s Purse 
sixth in a list of ten best charities in the 
world.

What if you can’t afford to give? Why 
not go? Lisa Gillam knows what a bless-
ing disaster relief volunteers can be. Her 
home was devastated by The Thousand 
Year Flood that ravaged her hometown of 
Columbia, South Carolina. In the wake of 
the flooding, volunteers helped remove 
the damaged parts of her house and re-
store it to pre-flood condition.

Two years later, when Hurricane Har-
vey destroyed homes in Texas, she knew 
what she had to do—go. In addition to 
providing the physical help necessary 
to help victims rebuild, she had the joy 
of sharing the spiritual comfort she’d re-
ceived two years earlier. Since then she’s 
had the privilege of leading several flood 
victims to faith in Christ.
4. Help send a child or teen to a youth re-
treat or Christian camp.
Studies have shown the life-changing ef-
fects of outreach programs and Christian 
summer camp. “A substantial majority 
of the people who accept Jesus Christ as 

their savior do so before reaching their 
18th birthday,” says the article “Evange-
lism Is Most Effective among Young Kids.” 
Based on a study by The Barna Group, the 
survey also revealed that “young people 
respond more positively to different out-
reach influences than do people who em-
brace Christ later in life.”

For many youth, Christian camp is 
an opportunity to unplug from the world 
(and their devices), focus on spiritual 
things, and ponder their relationship with 
Christ. Many full-time ministers and mis-
sionaries say that they made the decision 
to serve God at a summer camp or retreat.

5. Cuddle a baby.
“A recent study found that human touch 
plays a major role in the progression of 
infant neurodevelopmental function. An-
other showed that distressed infants who 
received less physical contact while in a 
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) had 
slower brain maturation.” In light of this, 
many hospitals, including Penn Medi-
cine’s Chester County Hospital, have set 
up programs that pair trained volunteer 
cuddlers with at-risk premature babies. 
In the simplest sense, programs like these 
give caring, compassionate people a way 
to minister to “the least of these” Jesus re-
ferred to in Matthew 25:40.

6. Sponsor a Compassion  
International child.
Compassion International is a Christian 
child development organization dedi-
cated to releasing children from poverty. 
They do this by partnering a donor with 
a needy child. For $38 a month, Compas-
sion International provides, among other 
things: the opportunity to hear the gospel 
and learn about Jesus; regular Christian 
training; educational opportunities and 
help; health care, hygiene training and 
supplementary food if necessary; a caring 
and safe Christian environment to grow in 
self-confidence and social skills; personal 
attention, guidance, and love.

One friend of mine, after hearing about 
the need for child sponsors at a Compas-
sion International event, felt the Lord tug-
ging at her heart. “At first I didn’t think I 
could afford it,” she said. “But then I re-
alized that if I gave up Starbucks, I could 
easily sponsor a child. I feel great knowing 
that my money is being used to change a 
child’s life.”

7. Make care packages for the homeless.
Anyone who’s ever ridden with me knows I 
keep a box of peanut butter cracker packs 
tucked under my front seat at all times. 
It never stays there for long. I began this 
practice when I noticed more and more 
people standing on street corners holding 
signs that said, Hungry. Please Help.

I knew it wasn’t wise to give them mon-
ey, but I felt uncomfortable not respond-
ing to someone who might be legitimately 
hungry. That’s when I hit upon the idea of 
handing out boxes of peanut butter crack-
ers. They’re non-perishable, nutritional, 
and easy to store.

A friend of mine has expanded on my 
idea. She keeps several Ziploc bags in the 
back seat of her car. Each bag contains an 
energy bar, a pair of socks, a toothbrush, 
a tube of toothpaste, and a Gideon pock-
et New Testament. Whenever she sees a 
homeless person on the side of the road, 
she hands them a care package and prays 
for them.
8. Give to or volunteer at a crisis 
pregnancy center.
How often do you attend a baby shower? 
Depending on your stage of life, it could 
be often. My friend Jill prepares for these 
happy occasions in a special way. Every 
time she shops for a gift or writes a check 
to welcome a friend or family member’s 
new baby into the world, she gives an 
identical gift to help a crisis pregnancy 
baby. On the first new mother’s card, she 
writes, “God bless you as you welcome 
your new little one into the world. An 
identical gift has been given to ______ Cri-
sis Pregnancy Center in your baby’s name. 
May God bless both babies with a happy, 
healthy, God-honoring life.”

Jill also volunteers at the center an-
swering phones, keeping the donation 
room organized, and praying for the 
mothers and fathers who walk through 
the door. Of all the ways she invests in 
the kingdom, she says this is her favorite. 
“Children have a special place in Jesus’ 
heart,” she said, “so they have a special 
place in mine, too.”
9. Use your talents to bless the needy.
Frank is a hair stylist. Monday through 
Friday from 10-7 he serves well-to-do cli-
ents in his downtown salon. On Wednes-
days, however, he closes early. He loads his 
swivel stool, cape, and scissor set into his 

car and drives to a nearby park, where he 
serves his “most important clients.” While 
other volunteers from his church serve 
fried chicken and potato salad, Frank gives 
homeless men haircuts and beard trims. 
“When a man looks better,” Frank says, 
“he acts better. Using my talent to minis-
ter to someone else is my way of thanking 
God for the way he’s blessed me.”

Another lady on the ministry team 
scours thrift stores for gently-used socks 
and underwear to give to the men and 
women who come to the meal. Yet an-
other brings Christian books she’s col-
lected from church members. One week a 
local youth group provided manicures for 
the women. “I’ve never been pampered 
like this before,” one woman exclaimed, 
examining her neatly-trimmed, hot pink 
nails.
10. Buy books for a Christian school.
Many Christian schools lack funding to 
maintain a library of good-quality Chris-
tian reading material. The need, however, 
often gets buried under more obvious and 
urgent shortfalls. When my husband and 
I received a request to help stock a Chris-
tian school library in Spain, we jumped 
at the chance.  Scrolling through the list 
of wished-for titles, I spotted many of my 
grandchildren’s favorites. It was fun to 
know that because of our donation, chil-
dren half a world away would soon be 
reading the same good books we enjoy. If 
this idea appeals to you, be sure to check 
with the school to see which titles they 
need. You’d hate to waste money buying 
books they already own.

As you can tell from this list, there are 
as many ways to invest in God’s kingdom 
as there are people and ministries. If you 
feel God calling you to give of your time, 
talent, and treasure, begin with your local 
church. When the needs are met there, ask 
God to show you where else he wants to 
use you. Then watch and listen. He’ll show 
you exactly where you need to give.

“Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Lori Hatcher is a blogger, inspirational 
speaker, and author of the Christian 

Small Publisher’s 2016 Book of the Year, 
Hungry for God … Starving for Time, 

Five-Minute Devotions for Busy Women.

C
oconut oil is under attack. Once hailed as a 
miraculous superfood, its reputation has 
been more than a little bruised after a Har-
vard professor described the substance as 

“pure poison”. To remove any doubt about her feel-
ings, Karin Michels, an epidemiologist, added that co-
conut oil is “one of the worst things you can eat”.

Pure poison? Well it won’t kill you instantly, eyes 
popping, foaming at the mouth, gasping for breath – 
nothing quite as dramatic as that. But it’s true that co-
conut oil could, for avid and devoted fans, contribute 
to potentially fatal heart disease.

So how can such a natural plant product be regard-
ed as being so dangerous? After all, it looks so inno-
cent, with its white flesh and refreshing liquid centre 
providing an exotic taste of tropical beaches, as well 
as minor amounts of minerals (potassium and iron), 
some fibre and fat.

It has also been a long standing and popular ingre-
dient in sun cream and shampoo and skin products. 
But it is edible coconut oil that has grabbed centre 
stage recently for its supposed health benefits. Prod-
ucts containing coconut oil and recipes using it are 
becoming ever more popular. A quick web search will 
provide numerous suggestions for including more co-
conut oil in your diet by using it in cooking and baking 
and even mixing it into tea, coffee and smoothies.

With claims of health benefits including weight 
loss, increased “good” cholesterol, improved immune 
function and even prevention of Alzheimers disease, it 
is easy to see why the public would be swayed to swap 
their usual household oils and fats for this incredible 
sounding product.

Not even the high price tag seems to deter buyers 
(one British supermarket is currently selling it at £1.36 
per 100ml compared to vegetable (rapeseed) oil at 11p 
per 100ml and olive oil at 30p per 100ml).
The fats of the matter
But looking more closely at these apparent health 
benefits, we can see that most claims derive from 
studies, which to date, are based on animal or in-vitro 
(laboratory) studies.

By far the biggest negative for coconut oil is the 
fact that it is so very high in saturated fat. As much as 
86% of it is made up of the type of fat that we have 
been urging people to cut down on in their diets due 
to its proven association with raised “bad” cholesterol 
and heart disease.

Even butter, that long standing enemy of heart 
health fanatics, looks healthy compared to the fatty 
acid profile of coconut oil, at 52% saturated fat. Olive 
oil comes in at 14% and rapeseed is 7%.
So why, after decades of promoting the evidence-
based health benefits of replacing saturated fats 
with unsaturated fats, such as olive, rapeseed and 
sunflower oils, has this product soared in popular-
ity? Perhaps it is the taste that people like (though 
I’m not convinced it’s that good). Or the fact that 
it seems like an exotic and trendy ingredient, and 
people are still unconvinced about the risks of satu-
rated fat (despite professional advice not changing 
for years).
Coconut fall
Whatever the reason, timely draft reports currently 
being finalised from the UK’s Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee on Nutrition and the World Health Organisa-
tion continue to endorse the dietary guidelines of 
restricting intake of saturated fat to less than 10% of 
total energy intake (around 20g for women and 30g for 
men per day).

Using as little as two tablespoons of coconut oil in 
the daily diet will smash this target to pieces, provid-
ing 26g of saturated fat as well as around 200 calories.

Do I use coconut oil in my kitchen? Definitely not. 
But the odd can of (reduced fat) coconut milk for a 
Thai curry or bag of desiccated coconut for home bak-
ing can be found lurking in my larder.

No single food is a “superfood”. It is the overall bal-
ance of our intake that matters. As with any high fat 
product, coconut oil should be used sparingly, only 
occasionally and as a minor ingredient, rather than as 
a replacement for staple oils such as rapeseed, olive 
and sunflower oils. Coconut oil is not strictly speaking 
a poison – but nor is it something which should pass 
our lips without caution.

Emma Kinrade is lecturer in nutrition and 
dietetics at Glasgow Caledonian University

S
cientists have discovered 
that some childhood bone 
cancers start growing years 
before tumours appear and 

get diagnosed.
Ewing sarcoma is a rare cancer 

found mainly in bone or soft tissue 
of young teenagers as they grow, 
and is the second most commonly 
diagnosed bone cancer in children 
and young people. 

Researchers at the Wellcome 
Sanger Institute and Hospital for 
Sick Children (SickKids) discovered 
large scale rearrangements in Ewing 
Sarcomas and other children's can-
cers, and showed that these can take 
years to form in bone or soft tissue. 

In Ewing sarcoma, two specific 
genes, EWSR1 and ETS, are fused 

together.
"Many childhood sarcomas are 

driven by gene fusions, however 
until now we have not known how 
or when these key events occur, or 
whether these processes change at 
relapse," said Adam Shlien, one of 
the lead authors, Associate Director 
at SickKids Hospital. 

"We found dramatic early chro-
mosomal shattering in 42 per cent 
of Ewing sarcomas, not only fusing 
two critical genes together, but also 
disrupting a number of important 
areas," he added, in the paper re-
ported in the journal Science. 

To understand the genetic 
events leading to this, the team se-
quenced and analysed the genom-
es of 124 tumours. 

They discovered that in nearly 
half of the cases, the main gene fu-
sion occurred when the DNA com-
pletely rearranged itself, forming 
complex loops of DNA.

"As an increasing and diverse 
number of tumour genome se-
quences become available, we may 
be able to define further rearrange-
ment processes that underlie fusion 
genes and thus unravel the causes 
of fusion-driven human cancers," 
noted David Malkin, co-leader au-
thor, Oncologist, at the SickKids 
Hospital. 

"Our goal is to better under-
stand these cancers in an attempt to 
improve treatment and outcomes," 
he concluded. 

Source: IANS

R
esearchers, led by an Indi-
an origin, have developed 
a two fisted, antibody ap-
proach that can effectively 

destroy ovarian cancer -- the dead-
liest gynecological disease -- and 
could also be utilised to kill breast, 
prostate and other solid tumours.

According to Jogender Tushir-
Singh from the University of Vir-
ginia's (UVA), a major problem 
with immune therapies for ovarian 
cancer is that the immune cells in-
tended to kill the cancer cells could 
not infiltrate the solid tumour bed 
effectively. 

So he engineered an antibody 
that he likens to a "two-headed ar-
row".

One head of this dual pronged 
"arrow" strikes what is known as 

the death receptor on the cancer 
cells, forcing them to die, while 
the other head strikes a receptor 
known as FOLR1, a well estab-
lished marker that suggests a poor 
prognosis.

"There are a lot of efforts in 
terms of cancer immune therapy, 
but the success of these are really 
limited in solid tumours," Tushir-
Singh said. 

"I found that one of the prob-
lems is with the solid tumour mi-
croenvironment. 

"The microenvironment is 
highly hypoxic, anergic and, par-
ticularly in the case of ovarian can-
cer, some unusually large receptors 
form a protective fence around tu-
mour cells, so even if the immune 
cells reach there, there are many 

obstacles," he explained.
The newly engineered antibod-

ies are over 100 times more effec-
tive at killing cancer cells than the 
antibodies that have made it to 
clinical trials. 

Further, the approach also 
avoids toxicity issues that have 
plagued previous antibody thera-
pies. 

"Liver toxicity has been the big-
gest problem for a lot of antibodies 
-- they are taken out of the blood 
too fast and accumulate where not 
needed," Tushir-Singh said. 

"But by providing a good home 
for the antibodies in the tumour, 
we are keeping these antibodies 
away from the liver," he noted.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There may be some 
conflict today, Aries, especially in the morn-
ing. Your general mood is quite good, but 
there’s a strong force asking you to be more 

realistic in your approach. The last thing you want is for 
someone else to throw a bucket of water on your raging 
fire of fun, but this is likely to happen unless you address 
the reality of the situation.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your mind may 
be a little cloudy most of the day, Taurus, and 
you could find it hard to ground yourself. It 
may be that you’re trying to navigate by the 

stars, but unfortunately, the clouds have moved in and 
there are no reference points to be seen. The good news 
is that the skies should clear later, and you’ll find there’s 
nothing but smooth sailing for the rest of the night.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Praise you may 
receive this morning could make you feel on 
top of the world, Gemini, but try not to let 
this feeling go to your head. Stay modest de-

spite the lavish praise that may be showered on you. By 
evening, you won’t be able to get by on just talk alone. 
Actions will speak much louder than words and it’s im-
portant that you have some sort of plan.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Things should 
improve for you as the day progresses, Cancer. 
The key is to stay loose and not be concerned 
with the situation’s outcome. The future is un-

certain. You shouldn’t depend on something that may or 
may not pan out the way you want. There could be some 
conflict between you and someone with a strong ego in 
the morning, but this should resolve itself by evening.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your emotions could 
feel restricted today, Leo, a feeling that may 
be difficult to shake. Take this opportunity to 
calm down and relax. You’ll enjoy the good 

times more when you give your body the rest it needs. 
Always pushing for bigger and better adventures may 
be fun, but it can leave you too tired to fully appreciate 
them.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  It could be hard to 
find your footing early in the day, Virgo. You 
may be better off sleeping in. Have a good 
breakfast and relax in the morning. By eve-

ning, you’ll be refreshed, recharged, and ready to take 
on the town. Your emotions may feel restricted, which 
could make it difficult to fully express yourself. You’d be 
better off turning this energy inward now.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Use the morning 
to take care of yourself, Libra. You could be so 
concerned with the world and the shared en-
vironment that you forget to take care of you. 

Use the early afternoon to reflect and meditate. Gather 
facts from your inner state and use the information to 
create a plan for the future. Be flexible in your approach.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Get to some 
water today and reconnect with this element, 
Scorpio. Like lapping waves against the shore, 
you may be gently changing the landscape 

around you with each word or action. Don’t underesti-
mate your inner strength. It could be that you seem over-
powered by the things going on around you, but don’t let 
them keep you from being the person you truly are.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Emotion-
ally speaking, you should be doing quite well 
today, Sagittarius, especially in the morning. 
This is a good time to take charge of projects 

that require definite leadership. Don’t think that you’re 
inferior to the people around you. Act like you belong 
in a leadership role and you’ll find that others will auto-
matically support you in that position. You have what it 
takes to lead.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may get 
frustrated today, Capricorn, especially in the 
morning when other people’s egos seem to be 
strong. It could be difficult to relate to people 

who simply refuse to accept any opinion but their own. 
Things should mellow out by afternoon. You’ll find people 
start to see things from your perspective. Remain confi-
dent in your position despite the vacillation of others.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): People may see 
you as the personification of drama, especial-
ly this morning, Aquarius. This is a good time 
to express your emotions and get things out of 

your system. Be sure to release whatever pent-up emo-
tion you have inside. By afternoon, it might be a good 
idea to settle down and lay low. Turn your energy inward, 
come to your center, and plan what needs to get done.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): There may be a 
damper on your mood today, Pisces, especially 
in the morning. It could seem as if everyone 
is having fun but you. Having a good time is 

more a state of mind than anything else. Try not to get 
trapped in a lousy mindset. Late afternoon is a good time 
to ground your emotions. Operate from a point of stability 
instead of jealousy.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Tim Spector |The Conversation

Satchin Panda |The Conversation

Vitamin D: A Pseudo-Vitamin for a Pseudo-Disease

Time-Restricted Eating Can Overcome the Bad Effects of Faulty Genes and Unhealthy Diet

W
e are still in love with vita-
mins a century after they 
were discovered, with half 
the US and UK population 

taking a supplement. Vitamin D – the 
sunshine vitamin – is the favourite and 
is believed to have the most proven ben-
efits. Governments, including the UK 
government, have said that the evidence 
for vitamin D’s health benefits is so over-
whelming that every adult should take it 
as a supplement for at least six months of 
the year.

It was first used to cure rickets in Vic-
torian children living in urban poverty 
and is now routinely given to prevent and 
treat brittle bone disease (osteoporosis) 
and fractures. It has been associated with 
a reduced risk of over a hundred common 
diseases in observational studies, ranging 
from depression to cancer.

The largest ever clinical study on the 
benefits of vitamin D in preventing frac-
tures is now reported in the BMJ, with 
over 500,000 people and around 188,000 
fractures from 23 cohorts from many 
countries. As vitamin D levels are strongly 
influenced by genes, the researchers used 
genetic markers for vitamin D blood lev-
els (called Mendelian randomisation or 
MR) to avoid the normal biases of obser-
vational studies, such as confusing cause 
and consequence of disease and the ef-
fects of other related health behaviours 

(so-called “confounders”).
The results showed no association be-

tween vitamin D levels over a lifetime and 
the risk of fracture. This latest study con-
tradicts the UK government’s recent view, 
but not a host of earlier clinical trials.

In 2014, a review and meta-analysis 
of 31 vitamin D supplement trials found 
no effect on all fractures. Much of our 
strong belief in the benefits of vitamin D 
came from studies of supplements in care 
homes in the 1980s, which were never 
replicated and were probably flawed.

In a more recent meta-analysis of 33 
randomised trials of over 50,000 older 
adults, supplementation with calcium or 
vitamin D had no effect on the incidence 
of fractures. There were also no clear ben-
efits on muscle strength or mobility.

So, if all the data points to vitamin D 
failing to prevent fractures, why worry 
about all the people with low blood levels 
of the vitamin? Vitamin D deficiency has 
become a modern epidemic with a fifth 
of the UK and US populations reported to 
have low levels. Will they be more suscep-
tible to other diseases and cancer?
No consensus on deficiency
There is little agreement on what vitamin 
D deficiency is. Deficiency levels are ar-
bitrary with no international consensus 
and confusion caused by different units 
in the US. A “normal” level can vary from 
50 to 80 nanomole per litre of blood, but 
recent studies suggest 30nmol is quite 
enough.

While clinical deficiency (<10nmol) is 
often clear cut, wrongly labelling millions 
of people as vitamin D deficient causes 
stress and over-medicalisation. Most 
people assume calcium and vitamin D 
are safe, and the more you take the bet-
ter. My clinical practice changed when 
studies showed calcium supplements, as 
well as being ineffective against fractures, 
may cause heart disease. Prescriptions 
are now dropping.

Vitamin D is fat soluble, so high levels 
can build up in the body. While recom-
mendations for supplements are usually 
with modest doses (10 micrograms or 400 
international units (IU)), these will inevi-
tably be overdone by some people taking 
other sources in cod liver oil tablets or in 
fortified milk, orange juice or bread. More 
worrying, people increasingly buy high-
dose supplements of 4,000-20,000IU on 
the internet.

Patients with very high vitamin D 
blood levels (over 100nmol) are becom-
ing routine in my clinic and elsewhere, 
and toxic overdoses are increasingly be-
ing reported. Several randomised trials 
have shown that patients with high blood 
levels or taking large doses of vitamin D 
(above 800IU) had an unexpected in-
creased risk of falls and fractures. Vitamin 
D is far from safe.

It can no longer be recommended for 
use in other conditions; the vast majority 
of the positive published studies in 137 
diseases were reviewed as spurious. It 
was widely believed that vitamin D sup-

plements prevented cardiovascular dis-
ease, but meta-analyses and large-scale 
genetic MR studies have ruled this out.
Pseudo-disease
We have created another pseudo-disease 
that is encouraged by vitamin companies, 
patient groups, food manufacturers pub-
lic health departments and charities. Eve-
ryone likes to believe in a miracle vitamin 
pill and feels “they are doing something”.

Vitamin D, despite its star status, 
would not be called a vitamin today, as 
the doses needed are too large, the body 
can synthesise it from skin, and it is a 
steroid precursor. Instead of relying on 
this impostor, healthy people should get 
vitamin D from small doses of sunshine 
every day as well as from food, such as 
fish, oil, mushrooms and dairy products.

We should also trust that thousands 
of years of evolution would cope with a 
natural drop in vitamin D levels in winter 
without us snapping our limbs. About half 
the population take vitamins daily, despite 
zero benefits, with increasing evidence of 
harm. The worldwide trend of adding un-
regulated vitamins to processed food has 
now to be seriously questioned.

While vitamin D treatment still has a 
rare medical role in severe deficiency, or 
those bed bound, the rest of us should 
avoid being “treated” with this steroid for 
this pseudo-disease and focus on having 
a healthy lifestyle, sunshine and impor-
tantly save your money and energy on 
eating a rich diversity of real food.

Tim Spector is professor of genetic 
epidemiology at King’s College London

T
iming our meals can 
fend off diseases caused 
by bad genes or bad diet. 
Everything in our body 

is programmed to run on a 24-
hour or circadian time table that 
repeats every day. Nearly a dozen 
different genes work together to 
produce this 24-hour circadian 
cycle. These clocks are present 
in all of our organs, tissues and 
even in every cell. These inter-
nal clocks tell us when to sleep, 
eat, be physically active and fight 
diseases. As long as this internal 
timing system work well and we 
obey them, we stay healthy.
But what happens when our 
clocks are broken or begin to 
malfunction?
Mice that lack critical clock genes 
are clueless about when to do 
their daily tasks; they eat ran-
domly during day and night and 
succumb to obesity, metabolic 
disease, chronic inflammation 
and many more diseases.

Even in humans, genetic 
studies point to several gene mu-
tations that compromise our cir-
cadian clocks and make us prone 
to an array of diseases from obes-
ity to cancer. When these faulty 
clock genes are combined with 
an unhealthy diet, the risks and 
severity of these diseases sky-
rocket.

My lab studies how circadian 
clocks work and how they read-
just when we fly from one time 
zone to another or when we 
switch between day and night 
shift. We knew that the first meal 
of the day synchronizes our cir-
cadian clock to our daily rou-
tine. So, we wanted to learn more 
about timing of meals and the 
implications for health.
Time-restricted eating
Eating within an eight- to 12-
hour window could diminish the 
impact of a bad diet and a broken 
body clock. amornchaijj/Shut-
terstock.com

A few years ago we made a 
surprising discovery that when 
mice are allowed to eat within 
a consistent eight- to 12-hour 

period without reducing their 
daily caloric intake, they remain 
healthy and do not succumb to 
diseases even when they are fed 
unhealthy food rich in sugar or 
fat.

The benefit surpasses any 
modern medicine. Such an eat-
ing pattern – popularly called 
time restricted eating – also helps 
overweight and obese humans 
reduce body weight and lower 
their risk for many chronic dis-
eases.

Decades of research had 
taught us what and how much we 
eat matters. But the new discov-
ery about when we eat matters 
raised many questions.

How does simply restricting 
your eating times alter so many 
elements of personal health? The 
timing of eating is like an external 
time cue that signals the internal 
circadian clock to keep a bal-
ance between nourishment and 
repair. During the eating period, 
metabolism was geared toward 
nourishment. The gut and liver 

better absorbed nutrients from 
food, and used some for fueling 
the body while storing the rest.

During the fasting period, 
metabolism switched to reju-
venation. Unwanted chemicals 
were broken down, stored fat 
was burned and damaged cells 
were repaired. The next day, after 
the first bite, the switch flipped 
from rejuvenation to nourish-
ment. This rhythm continued 
every day. We thought that tim-
ing of eating and fasting was giv-
ing cues to the internal clock and 
the clock was flipping the switch 
between nourishment and reju-
venation every day. However, it 
was not clear if a normal circadi-
an clock was necessary to medi-
ate the benefits of time restricted 
eating or whether just restricted 
eating times alone could flip the 
daily switch.
What if you have a broken inter-
nal clock?
In a new study, we took geneti-
cally engineered animals that 
lacked a functioning circadian 
clock either in the liver or in eve-
ry cell of the body.

These mice, with faulty clocks 
don’t know when to eat and when 
to stay away from food. So, they 
eat randomly and develop multi-
ple diseases. The disease severity 
increases if they are fed an un-
healthy diet.

To test if time restricted eat-
ing works with a damaged or 
dysfunctional clock, we simply 
divided these mutant mice into 
two different groups – one group 
got to eat whenever they wanted 
and the other group was only 
given access to food during re-
stricted times. Both groups ate 
the identical number of calories, 
but the restricted eaters finished 
their daily ration within nine to 
10 hours.

We thought that even though 
these mice had restricted eating 
times, having the bad clock gene 
would doom them to obesity and 
many metabolic diseases. But to 
our utter surprise the restricted 
eating times trumped the bad 
effects of faulty clock genes. The 
mice without a functioning clock 
that were destined to be morbid-
ly sick, were as healthy as normal 
mice when they consumed food 

during a certain period.
The results have many impli-

cations for human health.
The good news
First of all, it raises a big ques-
tion: What is the connection be-
tween our genetically encoded 
circadian clock timing system 
and external time of eating? Do 
these two different timing sys-
tems work together like co-pilots 
in a plane, so that even if one is 
incapacitated, the other one can 
still fly the plane?

Deep analyses of mice in our 
experiment revealed that time 
restricted eating triggers many 
internal programs that improve 
our body’s resilience – enabling 
us to fight off any unhealthy con-
sequences of bad nutrition or any 
other stress. This boost in inter-
nal resilience may be the key to 
these surprising health benefits.

For human health the mes-
sage is simple, as I say in my new 
book “The Circadian Code.” Even 
if we have faulty circadian genes 
as in many congenital diseases, 
such as Prader-Willi syndrome 
or Smith-Magenis syndrome, or 
carry a malfunctioning copy of 
nearly a dozen different clock 
genes, as long as we have some 
discipline and restrict eating 
times, we can still fend off the 
bad effects of bad genes.

Similarly, other researchers 
have shown as we get older our 

circadian clock system weakens. 
The genes don’t function cor-
rectly so our sleep-wake cycles 
are disrupted – just as if we had a 
faulty clock. So, lifestyle becomes 
more important for older people 
who are at higher risk for many 
chronic diseases such as diabe-
tes, heart disease, high cholester-
ol, fatty liver disease and cancer.

As a potential translation to 
human health, we have created 
a website where anyone from 
anywhere in the world can sign 
up for an academic study and 
download a free app called My-
CircadianClock and start self-
monitoring the timing of eating 
and sleeping.

The app provides tips and 
guidance on how to adopt a time 
restricted eating lifestyle to im-
prove health and prevent or man-
age chronic diseases. By collect-
ing data from people with varying 
risk for disease, we can explore 
how eating times can help to in-
crease our healthy lifespan.

We understand everyone’s 
lifestyle around home, work and 
other responsibilities is unique 
and one size may not fit all. So, 
we hope people can use the app 
and some tips to build their per-
sonalized circadian routine. By 
selecting their own time window 
of eight to 12 hours for eating 
that best fits their lifestyle, they 
may reap many health benefits.

Research has shown that our daily eating, sleeping and activity patterns can affect health and determine our long-term risk for various 
diseases. This app is part of a research project that uses smartphones to advance research into biological rhythms in the real world, while 
also helping you understand your body’s rhythms.  http://mycircadianclock.org/#about-study,  CC BY-SA

As we age, our body clocks become less accurate, and we become more prone to chronic 
diseases. Keeping regular, restricted eating times can keep us healthy longer.
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Uniform civil code not necessary 
or desirable — Law Commission

Modi to unveil book on Naidu’s 
one year as vice president

Sacrilege report: Sidhu hits out at Akalis 
for boycotting Vidhan Sabha debate

Parliament, not 
court, right place 
to debate Rafale 
— Chidambaram

EC wants maximum voting by differently-able eligible voters 

Chief Justice Misra recommends 
Justice Gogoi as his successor 

PM launches India Post Payments Bank; postman to deliver doorstep banking services 

new Delhi, Sep. 1 (ianS): The Law 
Commission has suggested certain 
changes in marriage and divorce 
laws that should be uniformly ac-
cepted in the personal laws of all 
religions, while holding that the 
uniform civil code “is neither nec-
essary nor desirable at this stage” 
in the country.

The Commission, headed by 
former Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice B.S. Chauhan whose tenure 
ended on Friday, has come out 
with a 185-page consultation pa-
per on “Family Law Reforms’ said a 
unified nation does not necessarily 
need to have “uniformity”.

It said the best way forward was 
to preserve diversity of personal 
laws even while ensuring they did 
not contradict fundamental rights 
guaranteed under the Constitu-
tion.

Saying, secularism cannot 
contradict the plurality prevalent 
in the country, the Commission 
said in the paper that: “Cultural 
diversity cannot be compromised 
to the extent that our urge for uni-
formity itself becomes a reason for 

threat to the territorial integrity of 
the nation.”

Suggesting amendments in 
marriage and divorce in personal 
laws of all religion, the Commis-
sion advocated making adultery 
a ground for divorce for men and 
women and to simplify divorce 
procedure.

“While all family laws include 
adultery as a ground for divorce 
it is important to ensure that the 
provision is accessible to both 
spouses,” the paper said.

The Commission said the filing 
of Section 498A IPC (dowry harass-
ment) cases was actually done by 
women wanting a quick exit from 
a difficult marriage.

It suggested that ‘Nikahnamas’ 
should make it clear that “polyga-
my is a criminal offence” and this 
should apply to “all communities”.

The paper stated: “This is not 
recommended owing to merely 
a moral position on bigamy, or to 
glorify monogamy, but emanates 
from the fact that only a man is 
permitted multiple wives, which 
is unfair.”

It favoured fixing the marriage-
able age for boys and girls at 18 
years so that they marry as equals, 
and said that the insistence on rec-
ognising different ages of marriage 
between consenting adults must 
be “abolished”.

“If a universal age for majority 
is recognised, and that grants all 
citizens the right to choose their 
governments, surely, they must 
then be also considered capable of 
choosing their spouses. 

“For equality in the true sense, 
the insistence on recognising dif-
ferent age of marriage between 
consenting adults must be abol-
ished.

“The age of majority must be 
recognised uniformly as the legal 
age for marriage for men and 
women alike, as is determined by 
the Indian Majority Act, 1875, i.e. 
eighteen years of age. 

“The difference in age for hus-
band and wife has no basis in law 
as spouses entering into a mar-
riage are by all means equals and 
their partnership must also be of 
that between equals,” stated the 

report.
The Commission suggested 

that Parliament should enact a 
law to address the issue of legiti-
misation of children born of live-in 
relationships that fail to reach the 
threshold of a deemed marriage. 

“Further, such children should 
be entitled to inherit the self ac-
quired property of their parents,” 
it said.

It is urged that the legislature 
should first consider guaranteeing 
“equality within communities” 
between men and women, rather 
than “equality between communi-
ties”, the report, released on August 
31 stated.

“This way some of the differ-
ences within personal laws which 
are meaningful can be preserved 
and inequality can be weeded 
out to the greatest extent possible 
without absolute uniformity,” it 
added.

The Commission said “efforts 
have to be made to reconcile our 
diversity with universal and in-
disputable arguments on human 
rights”.

new Delhi, Sep. 1 (ianS): 
Marking the completion 
of one year of M. Venkaiah 
Naidu as Vice President 
and Chairman of Rajya 
Sabha, a book will be 
launched that details his 
mission of engagement 
on key issues with various 
stakeholders across the 
country and it’s alignment 
with the mission of a new 
India in the making.

The 245 page book ti-
tled ‘Moving On…Mov-
ing Forward: A Year In Of-
fice’, will be laucnhed on 
Sunday by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in the pres-
ence of former Prime Min-
isters H.D. Deve Gowda 
and Manmohan Singh, 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan and Union Min-
ister Arun Jaitely, among 
others. 

Naidu, in the book has 
said his mission of explor-
ing and shaping public 
discourse over four key is-
sues took him on extensive 
travels across the country 

since he was sworn in as 
Vice President on August 
11 last year. 

The core issues identi-
fied by him in the book are: 
Unrealised demographic 
dividend, Need for an ef-
fective ecosystem for farm-
ers to thrive and bridge the 
rural - urban divide, Ori-
enting scientific advance-
ments to better the life of 
the people and Enhancing 
public awareness about the 
rich Indian heritage and 
inculcating national pride 
in the country’s pluralis-
tic, inclusive, harmonious 
world view. 

Describing his experi-
ences as the Vice President, 
Naidu in the book has said 
that it is a time of “daunt-
ing challenges and a time 
of limitless opportunities”. 

“It is a time when the 
country is moving forward 
and I feel privileged to be 
in this position to serve the 
country and it’s people in 
a new role. It is a moment 
when the resolute political 

will to transform the coun-
try is finding resonance 
with the people...Clearly, 
there are many more miles 
to go. We must, as a nation, 
move on. We must move 
forward with persistence”, 
he said.

Referring to his role 
as the Chairman of Ra-
jya Sabha, Naidu said his 
dream was to facilitate 
meaningful debates in 
which members express 
their learned and consid-
ered views. 

The Chairman records 
his disappointment over 
the first two sessions of 
the House he presided but 
notes with optimism the 
new tidings witnessed dur-
ing the monsoon session 
that concluded earlier this 
month. 

The book also has a 
detailed chapter on various 
initiatives taken by him as 
Chairman of Rajya Sabha 
and refers to the rapidly 
expanding viewership of 
Rajya Sabha TV.

Chandigarh, Sep. 1 (Pti): 
Punjab cabinet minister 
Navjot Singh Sidhu lam-
basted Sukhbir Singh 
Badal-led SAD on Satur-
day, accusing the Akalis of 
“showing their backs” in 
the Vidhan Sabha during 
the debate on Justice (retd) 
Ranjit Singh Commission 
report on sacrilege inci-
dents.

He also dared Shiro-
mani Akali Dal’s first fam-
ily of Badals to counter 
the report if they had done 
“nothing wrong”.

“They should not have 
shown their backs (in the 
House),” Sidhu said.

“If you are telling the 
truth and have done noth-
ing wrong, then give your 
clarification on the sacri-
lege report. Why are you 
running away from giving 
your point of view?” he 
asked.

“Face the music even if 
you do not like the tune,” 
the cricketer-turned-poli-
tician added.

Justice (Retd) Ranjit 
Singh Commission was set 
up by the Congress govern-
ment in April 2017 to inves-
tigate the various incidents 
of sacrilege of Guru Granth 
Sahib and other religious 

texts.
It dealt with incidents at 

village Burj Jawahar Singh 
Wala, Bargari and firing 
incidents at Kotkapura and 
Behbal Kalan in 2015.

Sidhu also questioned 
the SAD’s demand for a 
probe by a sitting Supreme 
Court judge into the sacri-

lege incidents.
“Your government was 

in the power at the time of 
sacrilege incidents. Then 
why did you not order 
probe by a Supreme Court 
judge?” Sidhu asked.

He accused the Akalis of 
using ‘Panth’ (Sikh faith) for 
their vested interests and 

asked them not to use ‘Tak-
sali’ (traditional) leaders as 
a “shield” for their “sins”.

“They (Badals) have 
always used ‘Panth’ for their 
vested interests and be-
lieved in using and throw-
ing people. They can stoop 
to any level,” he said.

“I appreciate the ‘Tak-
sali’ leaders who pointed 
out that the party MLAs 
should have taken part in 
the discussion,” he added.

His comment comes 
a day after Akali MP Prem 
Singh Chandumajra and 
senior Akali leader Tota 
Singh said the party MLAs 
should have participated in 
the debate.

The Akali legislators led 
by Sukhbir Singh Badal had 
boycotted the debate in the 
House on August 28 on the 
ground that they had been 
allotted “less time”.

Sidhu also took a dig 
at the Akalis for forming a 
seven-member committee 
to mobilise and coordinate 
with ‘Taksali’ Akali workers 
and leaders and their fami-
lies at the grassroot level.

“I am surprised that the 
Akalis remembered ‘Tak-
sali’ leaders. They never 
thought of them when any 
ministerial position was to 
be allotted,” Sidhu said.

nagpur, Sep. 1 (Pti): 
Senior Congress leader P 
Chidambaram said Satur-
day that Parliament, and 
not court, was the right 
forum to take up the Rafale 
fighter jet deal in which his 
party has alleged a major 
“scam”.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the former 
Union home minister said 
the Rafale deal should not 
be compared with the Bo-
fors case as there was no 
corruption in the purchase 
of Bofors guns from Sweden 
in 1980s.  Replying to a que-
ry on approaching the court 
on the Rafale deal issue, he 
said, “The solution to this 
problem is not court...this 
has become a fashion in 
India --for everything you 
go to court.

“The place to debate is 
Parliament...that is where 
the elected representatives 
are. All debates take place in 
Parliament, debates do not 
take place in court. It is only 
in India that courts have 
become a debating place 
and Parliament has become 
stagnant,” Chidambaram 
said. 

He said if the govern-
ment did not want to debate 
the issue in Parliament, the 
other option was to set up a 
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) - a demand 
made by the Congress - and 
discuss the deal there.

The JPC represents Par-
liament. It is miniature Par-
liament, he said.

The Congress leader 
also asked how could the 
government term the ac-
quisition of 36 Rafale jets 
an “emergency” purchase 
when the first of the fighter 
planes was meant to arrive 
four years after the deal.

agartala, Sep. 1 (ianS): The 
Election Commission would 
conduct intensive mapping 
aiming at getting the maximum 
number of differently-abled 
voters to exercise their franchise 
including in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls and later, an official said 
here on Saturday.

“The Election Commission 
has asked all the states to con-
duct exhaustive mapping of 
differently-abled eligible voters 

so that maximum number of 
such voters can cast their votes 
in future elections...,” Tripura 
Chief Electoral Officer Sriram 
Taranikanti told the media here.

“Special arrangements, in-
cluding engagement of volun-
teers were always made in most 
of the polling stations for the 
differently-abled eligible voters. 

“Now the election author-
ities would conduct a study 
whether any polling station was 

missing in arranging the special 
arrangements for them.

“Our target is to make user-
friendly special arrangements 
for each and every otherwise-
abled eligible voter in their re-
spective or nearest polling sta-
tions,” he added.

According to the 2011 cen-
sus, there are 2.68 crore differ-
ently-abled people, which is 
2.21 per cent of total of 121 crore 
population. Among the disa-

bled population 56 per cent (1.5 
crore) are men and 44 per cent 
(1.18 crore) are women.

“Of the 2.68 crore otherwise-
abled persons, around 1.75 crore 
likely to be eligible voters,” a sen-
ior official of the Tripura election 
department told IANS. 

In Tripura, the Election 
Department would collect the 
number and other details of the 
state’s “differently-abled” popu-
lation from the Social Welfare 

Department. The state has ap-
proximately 50,000 physically 
challenged voters. 

The Election Commission 
has directed conducting of a 
special summary revision of the 
electoral rolls of all states and 
Union Territories with January 
1, 2019, as qualifying date of age.

“After several months of long 
summary revision of the vot-
ers list, the final publication 
of the photo-affixed electoral 

rolls would be done in the first 
week of January 2019 and on 
the basis of that rolls, the Lok 
Sabha elections would be held,” 
Taranikanti said. On Saturday, 
with the publication of the draft 
electoral rolls several months 
long process for a special sum-
mary revision of the electoral 
rolls has begun. According to the 
draft rolls, Tripura currently has 
25,73,413 electorates, including 
12,68,027 women voters.

new Delhi, Sep. 1 (ianS): Following the 
principle of seniority, Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) Dipak Misra has recommended the 
name of Justice Ranjan Gogoi as his suc-
cessor, said informed sources on Saturday.

Justice Gogoi is the senior-most judge 
of the top court after Chief Justice Misra.

As per convention, the outgoing Chief 
Justice sends the recommendation for his 
successor 30 days before he is to demit of-
fice, so that the Chief Justice-designate is 
named well in time.

If the recommendation is cleared by 

the Central government, Justice Gogoi 
will be administered the oath of office by 
President Ram Nath Kovind on October 3.

CJI Misra is retiring on October 2, but 
the day being a national holiday on ac-
count of birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, October 1 will be his last working 
day.

The Union Law Ministry had in Au-
gust last week written to the Chief Justice 
requesting him to recommend the name 
of his successor.

Conventionally, the Law Ministry asks 
the outgoing Chief Justice to recommend 
the name of the judge who would replace 
him.

Justice Gogoi is one of the four Su-
preme Court judges who had held the 
unprecedented press conference in Janu-
ary this year, raising concerns about the 
administration in the apex court, saying it 
was “not in order”. The other three judges 
were -- Justice J. Chelameswar (now re-
tired), Justice M.B. Lokur and Justice Ku-
rian Joseph.

Justice Gogoi is from Assam, and he 
headed the special bench that is monitor-
ing the updation of National Register of 
Citizens to identify citizens in the north-
eastern state.

Born in 1954, Justice Gogoi joined 
the Bar in 1978. He was subsequently ap-
pointed as Permanent Judge of Gauhati 
High Court on February 28, 2001.

Later transferred to the Punjab & 
Haryana High Court in September 2010, 
he went on to become the Chief Justice of 
same high court in February 2011. He was 
elevated as a judge of the Supreme Court 
in April 2012.

new Delhi, Sep. 1 (Pti): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Saturday launched 
India Post Payments Bank 
(IPPB) that aims to take 
banking to the doorstep 
of every citizen by arming 
three lakh postmen and 
‘Grameen Dak Sewaks’ with 
digital aids to deliver finan-
cial services.

IPPB -- which will be 
available through 650 
branches and 3,250 access 
points immediately, scaled 
to all 1.55 lakh post offices 
by December 2018 -- is like 
any other bank but with 
smaller scale of operations 
and without involving any 
credit risk. 

The freshly-minted 
payments bank will accept 
deposits of up to Rs 1 lakh, 
offer remittance services, 
mobile payments/trans-
fers/purchases and other 
banking services like ATM/
debit cards, net banking 
and third-party fund trans-

fers. However, it can’t offer 
loans directly, or issue credit 
cards. 

Launching the service, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said with e-mails 
taking over inland letters, 
many thought technology 
had threatened the exist-
ence of the postal depart-
ment and that postmen 
would lose their livelihood.

“(The growing pace of) 
technology (in communi-
cation) threw a challenge. 
We used technology as a 
base to turn that challenge 
into an opportunity,” he 
added.

Noting that the post-
man has a special place 
in Indian movies and lit-
erature, he said the ‘daakiya’ 
(postman) not only deliv-
ered letters, but also read 
them out to the families 
who were not literate, and 
even replying to the letters 
on their behalf.

He said the same post-

man is all set to don a new 
avatar, where he would pro-
vide banking services as 
well as promote digital lit-
eracy to the remotest parts 
of the country.

“We have heard song 
‘Dakiya dak laya’. From now, 
along with dakiya dak laaya, 
dakiya bank bhi laaya... 
Dak sewaks will not only 
help in digital transactions 
but will also provide train-
ing to people so they can 
themselves carry out dig-
ital transactions from their 
phones,” he said. 

The postmen will not 
only be bankers but also 
digital teachers, he noted.

IPPB will leverage tech 
platforms, to the hilt -- it 
will use Aadhaar to open ac-
counts, while a QR card and 
biometrics will drive au-
thentication, transactions, 
and payments. Grameen 
Dak Sewaks will be armed 
with smartphones and bio-
metric devices to handle 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives his Q card from Telecom Minister Manoj Sinha during the launch 
of India Post Payments Bank (IPPB), in New Delhi on Saturday, Sept 1, 2018.

PTI

File Photo: Punjab cabinet minister Navjot Singh Sidhu addresses 
the media on his arrival after attending the swearing-in ceremony of 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan, in Attari on Sunday, Aug 19, 2018.

PTI

Chief Justice Dipak Misra addresses during a na-
tional conference on ‘Technology, Training and 
Infrastructure: Keys to Speedy Justice’ & ‘ The 
Changing face of Legal Education in India’ organised 
by Supreme Court Advocates-On-Record Associa-
tion in New Delhi on Saturday, Sept 1, 2018.

transactions.
Communications Minis-

ter Manoj Sinha said deposits 
in any account that exceed Rs 
1 lakh will be automatically 
converted into post office 
savings account. 

IPPB has permission to 
link around 17-crore postal 
savings bank (PSB) accounts 
with its own set up. 

Sinha said there are about 
1.4 lakh bank branches and 
nearly 50,000 of them are in 
villages, which face a chal-
lenge in reaching the un-
banked. 

“IPPB will transform 
that. To the 1.4 lakh bank 
branches, 1.55 lakh branches 
will be added now with this 
launch,” he added. Sinha 
said that with the postal pay-
ments bank, people will be 
able to open an account in 
a minute with Aadhaar and 
biometrics.

The government-backed 
IPPB will compete with Airtel 
Payments Bank and Paytm 

Payments Bank.
IPPB will offer products 

and services though multiple 
channels such as counter 
services, micro ATMs, mobile 
banking app, messages and 
interactive voice response.

It will offer 4 per cent in-
terest rate on savings ac-
counts. IPPB has teamed up 
with financial services pro-
viders like PNB and Bajaj Al-
lianz Life Insurance for third-
party products like loans and 
insurance, respectively.

Of the 1.55 lakh post of-
fices, about 1.30 lakh are 
located in rural areas. IPPB is 
keen on tapping this network 
for expanding its efforts of 
financial inclusion and pro-
viding banking services to 
hitherto untapped market. 

IPPB will also facilitate 
digital transactions and 
help deliver the benefits of 
schemes such as Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, 
which provide assistance to 
farmers.
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 Roberta McCain, the 106-year-old mother of Sen. John McCain of Arizona, stops at his flag-draped casket 
in the U.S. Capitol rotunda during a farewell ceremony, Friday, Aug. 31, 2018, in Washington. 

Washington, Sep. 1 (PTI): The 
Trump Administration has an-
nounced an end to all funding to the 
United Nations Palestine Refugee 
Agency (UNRWA), alleging it to be 
“irredeemably flawed”.

“The administration has care-
fully reviewed the issue and deter-
mined that the United States will 
not make additional contributions 
to UNRWA,” State Department 
Spokesperson Heather Nauert said 
on Friday.

“The fundamental business 
model and fiscal practices that 
have marked UNRWA for years tied 
to UNRWA’s endlessly and expo-
nentially expanding community 
of entitled beneficiaries is simply 
unsustainable and has been in 
crisis mode for many years,” she 
said.  “The United States will no 
longer commit further funding to 
this irredeemably flawed operation, 
Nauert said. 

In January, it had made a USD 
60 million contribution to the UN-

RWA. 
At the same time, she said the 

US was very mindful of and deeply 
concerned regarding the impact 
upon innocent Palestinians, espe-
cially school children, of the failure 
of the UNRWA and key members 
of the regional and international 
donor community to reform and 

reset the body.
These children are part of the fu-

ture of the Middle East. Palestinians, 
wherever they live, deserve better 
than an endlessly crisis-driven serv-
ice provision model. They deserve 
to be able to plan for the future, 
she said.

As such, the United States will 
intensify dialogue with the United 
Nations, host governments, and 
international stakeholders about 
new models and new approaches, 

which may include direct bilateral 
assistance from the United States 
and other partners, that can pro-
vide today’s Palestinian children 
a more durable and dependable 
path towards a brighter tomorrow, 
Nauert said.

The United Nations regretted 
the US decision in this regard.

“We regret the United States’ 
decision to provide no further 
funding to UNRWA, which provides 
essential services to Palestine refu-
gees and contributes to stability in 
the region. The US has traditionally 
been the largest single contributor 
to UNRWA. We appreciate its sup-
port over the years,” a statement 
attributable to Stephane Dujarric, 
Spokesman for the UN Secretary-
General, said.

The UNRWA enjoys the full con-

fidence of the Secretary-General. 
Commissioner General Pierre Kra-
henbuhl has led a rapid, innovative 
and tireless effort to overcome the 
unexpected financial crisis UNRWA 
has faced this year, Dujarric said.

It has expanded the donor base, 
raised considerable new funding, 
and explored new avenues of sup-
port. In addition, the UNRWA took 
extraordinary internal manage-
ment measures to increase efficien-
cies and reduce costs, he said.

The UNRWA, he asserted, has 
a strong record of providing high-
quality education, health and 
other essential services, often in 
extremely difficult circumstances, 
to Palestine refugees who are in 
great need. 

“The Secretary-General calls on 
other countries to help fill the re-
maining financial gap, so that UN-
RWA can continue to provide this 
vital assistance, as well as a sense of 
hope this vulnerable population,” 
the UN statement said.

Kano, Sep. 1 (PTI/AFP): At least 30 
Nigerian soldiers died in combat with 
Boko Haram jihadists who overran 
a military base in the northeast near 
the border with Niger, two military 
sources told AFP on Saturday.

Scores of jihadists in trucks 
stormed the base at Zari village in 
northern Borno state late Thursday 
and briefly seized it after a fierce bat-
tle, they said.

“They came in large numbers in 
trucks and carrying heavy weapons 
and engaged soldiers in a battle that 
lasted for an hour,” a military officer 
said.

“We lost at least 30 men,” the of-
ficer said, adding that the attack took 
place at around 4:00 pm.

“They overwhelmed the troops 
who were forced to temporarily with-
draw before reinforcements arrived,” 
said the officer who asked not to be 
named because he was not authorised 
to speak.

Boko Haram has intensified at-
tacks on military targets in recent 
months.

The attacks appear to undermine 
repeated claims by the military that 
Boko Haram had been defeated.

The militants took weapons and 
military equipment before they were 
pushed out of the base by troops with 
aerial support, said a second military 
source who gave a similar death toll.

The militants were pursued and 
bombarded by a fighter jet, said the 
military sources.

Zari is located 30 kilometres from 
the town of Damasak on the border 
with Niger.

The jihadists are thought to have 
attacked the base from the nearby 
Garunda village, where 17 troops were 
killed and 14 injured in an attack on 
another military base last month, the 
sources said.

In a statement late Friday the 
Nigerian military confirmed troops 
fought Boko Haram “insurgents...on 
rampage to loot the community and 
extort money from villagers”.

“Troops...have successfully routed 
Boko Haram insurgents in an encoun-
ter that ensued yesterday evening at 

Zari village,” the military said in the 
statement.

It did not speak of military casu-
alties and the raid on the base but 
maintained “several Boko Haram 
fighters and weapons” were destroyed 
in the fight.

The Nigerian army has on several 
occasions disputed reports on losses 
to Boko Haram and has in some cases 
played them down.

On July 14 Boko Haram militants 
overran a military base in Jilli village, 
in neighbouring Yobe state when 
dozens of troops were said to be been 
killed, wounded or missing.

The army at the time conceded 
the base was attacked but said troops 
remobilised and succeeded in repel-
ling the attackers.

In a short statement on Wednes-
day, IS-affiliated Boko Haram jihad-
ists claimed to have killed “several” 
Nigerian troops in mortar strikes on a 
military base in the town of Arge in the 
Lake Chad area.

AFP could not independently 
verify the claim.

Sao Paulo, Sep. 1 (PTI/AP): A majority of 
justices on Brazil’s electoral court voted 
late Friday to bar ex-President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva from running in October’s 
presidential election, virtually ending any 
chance that the front-runner will get on 
the ballot. 

The decision, while long expected, 
leaves tens of millions of voters without a 
candidate and adds uncertainty to the race 
to lead Latin America’s largest nation.

After several hours of debate late Friday, 
five justices had voted against da Silva’s 
candidacy and just one in favour. 

One more was still to vote, though the 
majority was enough to seal da Silva’s fate.

Supreme Court Justice Luis Roberto 
Barroso cast the first vote, saying barring da 
Silva was “very simple” due to the convic-
tion and upheld appeal.

“There is no margin here for the elector-
al court to make any other evaluation but 
the one showing there is a conviction, and 
that conviction matters in the candidate’s 
eligibility” to run, said Barroso.

Justice Edson Fachin disagreed, citing a 
recent call by a UN human rights commit-
tee calling for da Silva to be allowed to run 
while he appeals his conviction.

While justices were debating, the Work-
ers’ Party put out ads on its social media 
channels featuring da Silva, holding to a 
strategy to keep the former president front 
and center as long as possible.

Da Silva was wildly popular as president 
of Latin America’s largest nation between 
2003 and 2010. 

US President Barack Obama once 

called him the “most popular politician on 
earth.” 

But da Silva and his Workers’ Party have 
lost much of that appeal over the last sever-
al years amid a sprawling corruption probe 
that has ensnared many top businessmen 
and politicians, including da Silva.

Da Silva, serving a 12-year-sentence for 
corruption and money laundering, is the 
front-runner despite being in jail. 

Under Brazilian law, da Silva is ineligible 
to run because his conviction was upheld 
on an initial appeal. But da Silva and sup-
porters had hoped the Supreme Electoral 
Tribunal, which makes final decisions on 
candidacies, would allow him to run.

Da Silva has long argued that he should 
be allowed to run because his conviction 
was a sham. 

Judge Sergio Moro convicted da Silva of 
trading favours with construction company 
Grupo OAS in exchange for the promise of 
a beach house apartment.

He said the Workers’ Party should re-
place da Silva within 10 days, and he should 
not appear as a presidential candidate in 
free airtime that is given to political parties 
on nationwide TV and radio starting on 
Saturday Da Silva’s lawyers complained the 
court was rushing a decision because they 
submitted their defence only on Thursday, 
noting that the court rarely holds sessions 
on Fridays. In a statement late Friday, the 
Workers’ Party said it would appeal. Earlier 
this year, the Supreme Federal Tribunal, the 
nation’s highest court, denied a petition by 
da Silva to get out of prison while he con-
tinued to appeal.

Moscow, Sep. 1 (IANS): The death of a pro-Russian 
separatist leader in the conflict-ridden eastern Ukraine 
could serve to escalate tensions in the region and 
impede the so-called Minsk peace process, a Kremlin 
spokesperson said on Saturday.

Alexander Zakharchenko, the 42-year-old leader of 
the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR), a 
region of eastern Ukraine controlled by pro-Russian in-
surgents since 2014, was killed when a car bomb struck 
a cafe in downtown Donetsk city on Friday. 

“Zakharchenko’s death will no doubt lead to in-
creased tensions in the region, which will of course not 
help create the conditions to fulfill the Minsk Accord,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told the media in 
Sochi.

“We are without a doubt looking at a provocation 
that will have serious negative consequences in the 
region,” he added.

The Minsk Accord, named after the Belorussian 
capital in which it was signed, brought Ukraine, Rus-
sia, France and Germany together in an effort to draw 
up a viable peace solution in the warring Donbass 
region of eastern Ukraine, where Ukrainian troops and 
pro-Moscow separatists were engaged in an ongoing 
conflict that, according to the UN, has claimed over 
10,000 lives.  Authorities in the DPR were quick to lay 
the blame for the attack at the feet of Ukraine’s security 
forces, an accusation denied by Kiev.

Dmitry Trapeznikov, 37, was named as Zakharch-
enko’s replacement. 

Pro-Russian insurgents took control of two major 
regions of eastern Ukraine in the wake of a revolution 
in 2014 that ousted Russophile former President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

Washington, Sep. 1 (PTI/
AP):  President Donald 
Trump has said privately 
that he won’t make com-
promises with Canada in 
high-stakes talks to revamp 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement.

Trump’s remarks raised 
doubts about whether the 
two countries can quickly 
reach a deal to keep Canada 
in the 24-year-old trading 
bloc, along with the United 
States and Mexico.

The Toronto Star ob-
tained the president’s com-
ments from an interview 
that he gave to Bloomberg 
News on Thursday. Trump 
wanted the comments to 
remain private. Otherwise, 
the president reportedly 

said in the interview, “it’s 
going to be so insulting 
they’re not going to be able 
to make a deal.” 

Trump’s comments, 
and the dim picture they 
drew of the US-Canada ne-
gotiations, appeared to dis-
hearten Wall Street, where 
traders sent stock prices 
falling in the wake of the 
report.

On Friday afternoon, 
Trump took to Twitter and 
appeared to confirm the 
Star’s report: “Wow, I made 
OFF THE RECORD COM-
MENTS to Bloomberg 
concerning Canada, and 
this powerful understand-
ing was BLATANTLY VIO-
LATED. Oh well, just more 
dishonest reporting. I am 

used to it. At least Canada 
knows where I stand!” The 
flurry of events followed 
a preliminary agreement 
that the United States and 
Mexico reached Monday to 
replace NAFTA with an ar-
rangement that is intended, 
among other things, to shift 
more auto manufacturing 
to the United States.

Canada was pointedly 
not part of that deal. Its top 
trade envoy, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Chrystia Freeland, 
rushed to Washington on 
Tuesday to try to negotiate 
Canada’s way back into a 
new version of the 24-year-
old NAFTA. 

The US-Canadian talks 
have been ongoing since 
then.

Canberra, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
Thousands of  people 
marched in central Bris-
bane on Saturday to protest 
against plans to decrimi-
nalize abortion in the state 
of Queensland.

The demonstrators 
marched from Queens Gar-
dens in Brisbane’s Central 
Business District to Speak-
er’s Corner outside Parlia-
ment House, carrying signs 
that read “Choose Life” and 
“Pro-Life = Pro-Woman”, an 
epa-efe journalist reported.

The “March for Life” 
was protesting a proposed 
bill by the Labour state 
government, called the Ter-
mination of Pregnancy Bill 
2018, which would legalize 
abortion up to 22 weeks 
into pregnancy, with allow-
ances made under certain 
conditions for abortions 
after that.

Queensland and New 
South Wales are the only 
states in Australia that con-
tinue to treat abortion as a 
crime.

The bill is scheduled 
to be voted on October 
16, and Cherish Life, the 
organization behind the 
rally, has said it “is impera-
tive that Queenslanders 
urge their MPs to vote No”, 
according to a statement by 
the group.

Senator Matthew Ca-
navan was among those in 
attendance, along with Lib-
eral National Party Senator 
for Queensland Amanda 
Stoker. 

Canavan praised the 
“fantastic turnout” at the 
march. “So proud to stand 
with thousands of Queens-
landers for the gift of life”, 
he tweeted.

Ramallah, Sep. 1 (PTI/AP): A spokesman for the 
Palestinian president says the American decision 
to cut funding for the UN agency aiding Palestinian 
refugees is “an attack on the rights of the Palestinian 
people.” 

Mahmoud Abbas’ spokesman, Nabil Abu 
Rudeneh, says Saturday the move does “not serve 
peace but rather strengthens terrorism in the region.” 

The US supplies nearly 30 per cent of the total 
budget of the UN Relief and Works Agency, or UN-
RWA, and had been demanding it carry out signifi-
cant reforms. 

The decision cuts nearly USD 300 million of 
planned support.

UNRWA was established after Israel’s 1948 War 
of Independence to singularly aid some 700,000 Pal-
estinians who fled or were forced from their homes 
and later their millions of descendants too. Israel 
has long argued the agency merely perpetuates the 
refugee crisis.

Yangon, Sep. 1 (PTI/AFP): My-
anmar’s military has released 75 
child soldiers, a UN agency said, its 
first discharge this year as part of 
a gradual process to end decades 
of forced recruitment of underage 
fighters. 

There are no concrete figures on 
how many children are still among 
the estimated 500,000 troops that 
serve in Myanmar’s military, or the 
ethnic rebel armies that it battles in 
the country’s border regions.

The state’s army -- also referred 
to as the “Tatmadaw” -- has re-
leased 924 children and young 
people from its ranks since signing 
a deal with the United Nations in 
2012, according to Friday’s state-
ment released by UN child protec-
tion agency UNICEF.

The child soldiers released will 
have to attend reintegration pro-

grammes to return them to civilian 
life, a process that will contribute 
to “bringing lasting peace in My-
anmar as productive citizens”, the 
statement added.

Friday’s ceremony was attend-
ed by the discharged children and 
young people, with the youngest 
ex-soldier being 14 years old.

UN Myanmar resident coordi-
nator Knut Ostby said in a speech 
during the ceremony that it is much 
more difficult to recruit a child to-
day than before the 2012 pact was 
signed.

But more could be done to 
ensure the safety of children and 
young people in Myanmar, he said, 
calling out the Tatmadaw for “not 
having put in place measures for 
protection of children with regards 
to killing and maiming, and rape 
and other forms of sexual violence.” 

Ostby on Saturday recounted 
to AFP scenes of joy from the chil-
dren and their families during the 
ceremony.

“The children and youth and 
their families were clapping, they 
were so happy that this was hap-
pening. These are (children) who 
are going back to their normal 
lives,” he said.

“The context is challenging 
but there has been considerable 
progress in stopping underage 
recruitment and discharge of child 
soldiers.” Experts say that as long as 
the army and ethnic armed groups 
continue warring within Myanmar, 
children remain at risk of recruit-
ment.

They are usually kidnapped or 
taken by force from public spaces 
like parks and train stations before 
being threatened with jail time if 

they refuse to be conscripted.
Myanmar UNICEF representa-

tive June Kunugi told AFP that there 
are also many who are pushed 
to join the Tatmadaw because of 
extreme poverty, lack of access to 
education and livelihood oppor-
tunities.

“It is important to note that the 
recruitment and use of children by 
armed forces or armed groups is 
considered a grave violation of chil-
dren’s rights regardless of the child’s 
perceived willingness,” she said. 

UNICEF said in addition to the 
army there are seven other “per-
sistent perpetrators” that recruit 
child soldiers, including the Kachin 
Independence Army and the Shan 
State Army South -- both ethnic 
groups that continue to engage 
in skirmishes with the Myanmar 
military.

Washington, Sep. 1 (PTI/
AFP): Americans paid their 
final respects Friday to John 
McCain as the national icon 
lay in state in the US Capitol 
as part of a momentous 
sendoff for the war hero 
and statesman. 

McCain’s widow Cindy, 
his seven children and his 
106-year-old mother Rob-
erta McCain joined scores 
of members of Congress, 
state governors, diplomats 
and other dignitaries to bid 
the senator farewell.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump, who had feuded 
bitterly with McCain, was 
notably absent from the 
somber ceremony in the 
Capitol Rotunda, an hon-
our accorded to just 30 
Americans throughout the 
nation’s history. 

The last visit to Wash-
ington by McCain -- who 
died last Saturday at age 81 
after a yearlong battle with 
cancer -- is being spread 
out over two days with 
former presidents George 
W Bush and Barack Obama 
to eulogise him during a 
memorial service Saturday 
at the city’s National Ca-
thedral.

Just before 11:00 am 
(1500 GMT) Friday, a mili-
tary honour guard carried 
the flag-draped casket up 
the Capitol stairs, moving 
one deliberate step at a 
time, while inside the Ro-
tunda dark-suited mourn-
ers stood at silent attention.

The silver-haired Rob-
erta McCain -- whose pres-
ence was only confirmed 
on the eve of the ceremony 
-- appeared composed as 

she drew near her son’s cas-
ket in a wheelchair, making 
the sign of the cross on her 
chest.

Se a t e d  b e s i d e  h e r 
granddaughter Meghan 
McCain, she held the young 
woman’s hand and ap-
peared to comfort her as 
she wept.

Vice President Mike 
Pence -- who represented 
Trump at the ceremony 
-- began his tribute with an 
address to McCain’s family, 
and particularly his mother.

“It is deeply humbling 
to stand before you today at 
the United States Capitol to 
commemorate the life and 
service of an American pa-
triot, senator John McCain,” 
Pence said.

It was an awkward mes-
sage to deliver from a presi-
dent who has studiously 
refrained from praising 
McCain, either during his 
illness or since his death.

Guests included former 
secretary of state Henry 
Kissinger, riding in a wheel-
chair at age 95; the actor 
Warren Beatty, a McCain 
friend; and former senator 
Joe Lieberman, who in 2008 
McCain came close to nam-
ing as his running mate.

The former aviator 
spent more than five years 
in a Vietnamese prison 
camp, returning home to 
launch a political career 
that saw him win the Re-
publican presidential nom-
ination in 2008.

He will be buried on 
Sunday at the US Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

The funeral services 

were planned in advance 
by McCain, who made clear 
the US president was not 
welcome, in what was seen 
as a final rebuke to Trump.

Their feud took root 
during Trump’s 2016 cam-
paign, when he questioned 
the notion McCain was 
a war hero -- because he 
had been captured after 
his navy fighter jet was shot 
down over Hanoi in 1967.

The enmity was clear 
in the fracas this week over 
whether the White House 
would keep its flags at half 
staff in McCain’s honor -- 
which Trump finally agreed 
to do under heavy pressure 
from politicians, veterans 
groups and reportedly his 
own aides.

McCain meanwhile 
took a final swipe at Trump 
in a farewell message to 
the nation, delivered post-
humously on Monday, 
warning not to “confuse 
our patriotism with tribal 
rivalries.” 

The president was unu-
sually quiet in the White 
House on Friday, not tweet-
ing during the McCain cer-
emony, then departing for 
a political event in North 
Carolina.

While Trump stayed 
away, Pence was joined 
by Defence Secretary Jim 
Mattis, National Security 
Advisor John Bolton and 
Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions.

Thousands of people 
queued outside for hours, 
many holding umbrellas to 
shield themselves from the 
sun, waiting their chance to 
honour a patriot.

US to stop aid to Palestinian refugee agency

Myanmar releases 75 more child soldiers — UNICEF

Americans bid McCain solemn 
farewell with US Capitol honour

30 Nigerian soldiers killed in Boko Haram raid — Military

Brazil’s Lula da Silva barred 
from running for presidency

‘Pro-Russian 
separatist leader’s 
death may inflame 
Ukraine tensions’

Trump says he won’t compromise 
with Canada in NAFTA deal

Thousands 
march against 
abortion bill 
in Australia

Palestinians condemn US ending 
funding for UN refugee agency

United Nations regrets US’s decision
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Aretha Franklin 

Nehal Chudasama from Mumbai was crowned the Yamaha Fascino Miss Diva Miss Universe 
2018 at a star-studded grand finale event here on Friday night. She will compete at the Miss 
Universe 2018 pageant in Bangkok in December. Actor Sushant Singh Rajput announced Nehal 
as the winner, while Miss Diva- Miss Universe India 2017 Shraddha Shashidhar crowned her 
successor at the NSCI Dome here. Nehal is all of 21, and her interests lie in fitness activities, 
athletics, dancing and cooking Her favourite quote, according to the official page of the pageant, 
is “There’s no substitute for hard work”. Aditi Hundia from Jaipur won Yahama Fascino Miss Diva 
Universe Supranational 2018, and the Yahama Fascino Miss Diva 2018 - Second Runner-up title 
went to Lucknow’s Roshni Sheoran. (IANS)

Miss Universe 2018: Mumbai girl Nehal 
Chudasama to represent India

Stars, politicians mourn Aretha Franklin at funeral

Eminem remembers Mahatma Gandhi in ‘Venom’ rap

Morgan Freeman’s ‘The Story 
of God’ to get third season

Former ‘ER’ actor Vanessa 
Marquez shot and killed by police

Joseph Konyak releases 
second song ‘Sunlo’  

2.20 5.10 Yamla Pagla Deewana Phir Se (hindi)

12 pm, 8 pm: Stree (Hindi) horror

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150, Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

P
olitical dignitaries 
and music royalty 
led the tributes to 
Aretha Franklin at 
her star-studded 

funeral on Friday, joining her 
family and members of the 
public in bidding goodbye to 
America’s “Queen of Soul.” 

The service, a celebration 
of the life and legacy of the 
music icon, was full of song, 
uplifting eulogies and humor-
ous anecdotes at the Greater 
Grace Temple in her home-
town Detroit.

The 76-year-old singer, 
beloved by millions around the 
world, died of cancer on Au-
gust 16, closing the curtain on 
a glittering six-decade career 
that spanned Gospel, R&B, 
Jazz, Blues and even classical 
music.

Former US president Bill 
Clinton was among the guests, 
while letters were read out 
from his successors George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama 
extolling her contribution 
to America and her cultural 
importance.

Franklin’s golden casket 
was flanked by enormous 
blooms of lavender, cream and 
pink roses, while the church 
packed with 

smartly dressed mourners.
It was an upbeat and jubi-

lant service celebrating Frank-
lin, uplifting her family in their 
time of grief and celebrating 
her gospel legacy. Worshippers 
were even urged to get to their 
feet and dance at one point.

Smokey Robinson spoke 
movingly of the childhood 
friend he would miss for the 
rest of his life and broke briefly 
into acappella song.

“I miss you my buddy, I 
miss you my friend, I know 
that my love for you will never 
end, will never end,” he sang. 

“I’m going to love you forever,” 
he finished, blowing a kiss 
toward her coffin.

Ariana Grande powered 
through Franklin’s 1968 hit 
“Natural Woman” supported 
by gospel backing singers with 
further tributes expected from 
Stevie Wonder and Jennifer 
Hudson.

“I’m so proud of you, I 
know you’ll be watching me 
from the windows of heaven 

and I promise to carry our 
family legacy with pride,” 
said Franklin’s very emotional 
grandson Jordan, tearing up. 
“Long live the Queen.” While 
television stars and politicians 
mingled inside, fans queued 
overnight in their funeral 
finery or Aretha T-shirts, des-
perate to be among the 1,000 
members of the public allowed 
into the service.

“Aretha is my icon. She’s 

everything to me, like my 
mother,” said Ugochi Queen, 
a 46-year-old Franklin tribute 
artist dressed in black ruffles 
from Gary, Indiana, who got in 
line at 4:00 am.

“I need closure and that’s 
why I’m here.” Dozens of 
people crowded around a 
large screen broadcasting the 
funeral at a nearby gas station, 
camping out in beach chairs or 
standing in the shade, cheer-

ing at the sight of the rich and 
famous inside.

Detroit Mayor Mike Dug-
gan said the city would rename 
Chene Park -- the riverside am-
phitheatre that hosted a trib-
ute concert for her on Thurs-
day -- in Franklin’s honor. The 
announcement was met with a 
standing ovation.

Franklin influenced gener-
ations of singers from the late 
Whitney Houston to Beyonce, 
with unforgettable hits includ-
ing “Respect” (1967) and “I Say 
a Little Prayer” (1968).

She won 18 Grammy 
awards and was feted for her 
civil rights work, raising money 
for the cause and inspiring 
activists with her anthems.

Franklin was voted the 
greatest singer of all time by 
Rolling Stone magazine and 
for African American women 
in particular was a role model 
and a benchmark for success, 
feminism and empowerment.

Detroit considers Franklin 
royalty. For three days she lay 
resplendent in a different outfit 
each day, and visited by thou-
sands. On Friday, she wore a 
golden sparkling dress for her 
funeral.

Thousands upon thou-
sands of people lined up in 

the past days to see the late 
singer one last time -- first at 
the Charles H. Wright Museum 
for African-American History, 
then at her father’s New Bethel 
Baptist Church.

Pink Cadillacs -- some 
having been driven across the 
country -- parked en masse 
outside the church, expected 
to follow her cortege to the 
cemetery where she is to be 
buried alongside her father 
and siblings.

They are a nod to her 
1985 hit “Freeway of Love,” 
an anthem to her Motor City 
hometown, in which Franklin 
sang about a pink Cadillac, the 
car company that was founded 
in Detroit in 1902.

Franklin is expected to 
make her final journey in the 
same ivory 1940 Cadillac La-
Salle used at the funerals of her 
father and of civil rights icon 
Rosa Parks. The daughter of a 
prominent Baptist preacher 
and civil rights activist, 
Franklin sang at the funeral of 
Martin Luther King Jr., as well 
as the inaugurations of presi-
dents Clinton and Obama. 

She was awarded America’s 
highest civilian honor by presi-
dent Bush in 2005.

AFP/PTI

R
apper Eminem has 
put in references to 
India and the Father 
of the Nation Ma-
hatma Gandhi in the 

theme song of the forthcoming 
film “Venom”.

The film features 
Tom Hardy 

as Eddie 
Brock 

and as 
Ven-

om. Eminem has created a new 
track for the film in his album 
“Kamikaze”. 

According to a statement to 
IANS, he has mentioned Mahat-
ma Gandhi and India in the track. 

Eminem, whose real name 
is Marshall Mathers, first gave a 
teaser of the song on Twitter, post-
ing a 15-second video with lyrics: 
“Venom, knock, knock, let the 
devil in”, followed by the sounds of 
an animal roaring and a man cry-
ing out in pain in the background. 

The lyrics go as: “Knock knock, 
let the devil in, malevolent...As I’ve 
ever been, head is spinnin’ and 

this medicine... Screaming, ‘Let 
us in’.”

He also raps about 
former professional racing 

driver Danica Patrick, 
hip-hop artist Yung Joc, 
author Edgar Allen Poe 

and rapper Dr. Dre. 
“V-venomous, the thought 

spun...Like your web and you just 
caught in ‘em...Held against your 
will like a hubcap or a mud flap...
Be strangled or attacked...So this 
ain’t gonna feel like a love tap...
Eat painkiller pills, fuck a blood 
track...Like, what’s her name’s at 
the wheel? Danica Patrick.”

He continues: “Threw the car 
into reverse at the Indy, end up 
crashing...Into ya, the back of it 
-- just mangled steel My Mustang 
and your Jeep Wrangler grill...With 
the front smashed, much as my 
rear fender, assassin... Slim be a 
combination of an actual kami-
kaze and Gandhi.

“Translation, I will probably 
kill us both... When I end up back 
in India... You ain’t gonna be able 
to tell what the f**k’s happening to 
you...When you’re bit with the...”

According to ScreenRant, 
the rapper compares himself to 
the bloodthirsty symbiote. It has 
minimal references to the actual 
plot of the movie. 

Directed by Ruben Fleischer, 
the film also stars Michelle Wil-
liams, Riz Ahmed, Scott Haze and 
Reid Scott. It follows the popular 
Marvel anti-hero as he transforms 
from go-getter journalist to pow-
erful alien symbiote. 

Venom was created in 1988 
by Marvel Comics. The character 
made his big screen debut more 
than a decade ago in Sam Raimi’s 
“Spider-Man 3”, where he was 
portrayed by Topher Grace. The 
movie is intended to be the first 
film in Sony’s Marvel Universe.

Sony Pictures India will bring 
the film to India. It is slated to 
release in October. 

IANS

N
at Geo will 
resume 
production 
of the third 
season of 

Morgan Freemans “The 
Story of God” after inves-
tigating claims of sexual 
misconduct against the 
actor.

Nat Geo on Friday 
released a statement to 
share the update about 
the series, reports variety.
com.

“Through production 
on critically acclaimed 
series ‘The Story of God’ 
and ‘The Story of Us’, we 
have valued a longstand-
ing relationship with 
Morgan Freeman,” the 
network said in a state-
ment on Friday.

“When we learned of 
recent allegations sur-
rounding Mr. Freeman 
completely unrelated to 
our work with him, as a 
precaution we paused 
production on our new 

season in order to com-
plete a thorough investi-
gation led by our parent 
company Fox, executed 
through an independent 
investigator.”

“The results of this 
investigation revealed 
no incidents of concern 
during any of our work 
with Mr. Freeman,” the 
statement continued. 

“We have now made 
the decision to move for-
ward with the production 
of season three of ‘The 
Story of God’. 

“This series has 
expanded our under-
standing of religion and 
culture around the world 
and has touched many of 
our fans, and along with 
Morgan and the team at 
Revelations Entertain-
ment, we look forward to 
resuming pre-production 
this September. As a com-
pany, we take all issues of 
harassment very seriously 
and we’re confidently 

assured by the results of 
the investigation. The 
new season will premiere 
globally on National 
Geographic Channels in 
2019.”

The decision to halt 
production on the show 
came after a May report 
in which eight people 
claimed that Freeman 
engaged in sexual harass-
ment or other inappro-
priate behaviour towards 
them with eight others 
claiming to have wit-
nessed the behaviour.

Freeman issued two 
statements apologising 
for his behaviour, but 
insisted in the second 
statement that “I did 
not create unsafe work 
environments. I did not 
assault women. I did not 
offer employment or ad-
vancement in exchange 
for sex. Any suggestion 
that I did so is completely 
false.”

IANS

J
oseph Konyak an 
upcoming singer/
songwriter from 
Tizit in Mon district 
has released his sec-

ond original Hindi music 
video “Sunlo” on YouTube 
channel after a hiatus of 
two years since releas-
ing his first song “Kaisa 
Nasha” in 2016 while 
still a college student in 
Dimapur.

Konyak’s first song 
“Kaisa Nasha” won him 

his first award at the 8th 
Nagaland Music Award 
2016 under the ‘Best 
Pop song’ category. He 
draws inspiration from 
Bollywood singers like 
Sonu Nigam, Ash king 
and Armaan Malik. If luck 
favours he aspires to sing 
for Bollywood someday, 
states this young lad who 
is now working at a pri-
vate school in Zunheboto 
district as a teacher.    

EMN

A
ctor Vanessa Marquez, best 
known for her role as a nurse 
on “ER”, was shot and killed by 
South Pasadena police during 
a welfare check at her home.

Marquez, 49, played nurse Wendy 
Goldman on the hit series from 1994 to 
1997.

Lieutenant Joe Mendoza of the Los 
Angeles county sheriff’s department told 
reporters Friday that officers arrived at 
the 1100 block of Fremont Avenue Thurs-
day morning, after a call from Marquez’s 

landlord. 
According to Variety, the lieutenant 

said Marquez seemed “gravely disabled”. 
It was reportedly not the first time law en-
forcement had been called to Marquez’s 
apartment.

Officers called out paramedics and a 
mental health clinician, and continued 
to talk with her. After about 90 minutes, 
Marquez, 49, armed herself with a BB 
gun and pointed it at the officers, causing 
them to open fire, said Mendoza.

PTI

Tyler Perry speaks at Aretha Franklin’s funeral at Greater Grace Temple on August 31, 2018 in Detroit, Michigan. (AFP/Angela Weiss)
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Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli

Tim Cahill

Kimi Raikkonen

AP/PTI

Serena Williams, left, meets her sister Venus Williams after their match during the third round of the U.S. 
Open tennis tournament in New York on Fri. Aug. 31.

AP/PTI

AC Milan’s Gonzalo Higuain goes for an acrobatic kick during the Serie A soccer match against Roma at the 
Milan San Siro Stadium in Italy on Fri. Aug. 31.

AP/PTI

Rafael Nadal, of Spain, reacts after defeating Karen Khachanov, of Russia, during the third round of the U.S. 
Open tennis tournament in New York on Fri. Aug. 31.

PTI

Swapna Barman spoke after winning the regional Olympics title on Thursday of how her rare deformity caused 
agonising pain with each step in her final event, the 800m.

Serena crushes Venus in flat family U.S. Open showdown
Nadal advances after hard-
fought win over Khachanov

AC Milan edge AS Roma 2-1 in Serie A

Shoe company to design special footwear for India’s 12-toed champion

Inter-school Table Tennis 
tournament from Sep. 13

Cahill joins Indian Super 
League side Jamshedpur Morning Champions 

Cup to start from Sep. 3

Raikkonen takes pole, Vettel 
2nd; to boost Ferrari at Monza

Rohit Sharma to lead India as Virat Kohli rested for Asia Cup

Esports has no Olympic future 
until ‘violence’ removed — IOC

New York, Sep. 1 (Reuters): 
Serena Williams crushed 
older sister Venus 6-1 6-2 in 
a shockingly subdued third 
round clash at the U.S. 
Open on Friday to stay on 
track for a record equalling 
24th Grand Slam title.

The meeting between 
the famed tennis siblings 
had been hyped as the 
biggest night of the U.S. 
Open but turned into a flat, 
uninspired spectacle as 
Serena simply outclassed 
her sister.

The only moment of 
suspense in a contest all 
but devoid of drama came 
in the second game when 
Serena rolled over on her 
ankle, drawing gasps from 
the sellout crowd.

Serena was able to 
continue but at the first 
changeover called a medi-
cal timeout and had her 
ankle heavily strapped.

In the end, though, the 
only pain being felt was by 
Venus, who suffered the 
equal worst defeat in 30 
matches against her sister.

“I roll my ankles a lot 
so I just wanted to get it 
taped as tight as I could for 
the rest of the match and 
see how I feel tomorrow,” 

Serena said in an on-court 
interview.

“This was my best 
match since my return. I’ve 
worked really hard for it ... 
and hopefully everything 
will keep paying off,” she 
added.

Seven times a Grand 
Slam winner, Venus held 
her opening serve but it 
was all downhill from there 

as a ruthless Serena swept 
through the next seven 
games to take the opening 
set in a breezy 31 minutes 
and a 2-0 lead in the sec-
ond. Venus would stop the 
skid holding her serve at 
2-1 before Serena resumed 
the mugging by building a 
5-1 lead before finishing off 
her sister with a thumping 
forehand winner.

The win was met with 
polite applause, a hug at the 
net otherwise their was no 
evident joy in the outcome.

The sellout crowd that 
surrounded Arthur Ashe 
Stadium was kept waiting 
to enter as world number 
one Rafa Nadal and Russian 
Karen Khachanov battled 
inside in a breath-taking 
clash that set the bar high 

New York, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
Defending champion Ra-
fael Nadal has advanced to 
the round of 16 of the US 
Open with a 5-7, 7-6, 7-6(7), 
7-6(3) victory over Karen 
Khachanov.

The world No. 1 over-
came pain in his right knee 
to dispatch the 27th-seeded 
Russian in a match that 

went on for nearly four and 
a half hours on Friday -- the 
longest contest so far at the 
2018 tournament, reports 
Efe news. After getting off to 
a slow start and losing the 
first set, the Spaniard came 
back to win the next three, 
though the final two went 
to tie-breakers.

“He is a great opponent, 

and it was a tough situation. 
There are things to work 
on for the next round,” 
Nadal said after defeating 
Khachanov.

Nadal’s next opponent 
will be Georgia’s Nikoloz 
Basilashvili, who defeated 
Argentina’s Guido Pella 6-3, 
6-4, 1-6, 7-6 (7-4) earlier on 
Friday.

Milan (Italy), Sep. 1 (IANS): 
AC Milan defeated AS 
Roma 2-1 here, thanks to a 
stoppage-time goal by Pat-
rick Cutrone in the opening 
match of the third-round 
action in Serie A.

It was the first victory 
of the season for the Ros-
soneri on Friday.

Both teams came into 
the contest at the San Siro 
off disappointing perfor-
mances in their previous 
outings. Milan blew a 2-0 
lead to lose 3-2 at Napoli 
and Roma were held 3-3 at 
home by Atalanta, reports 
Efe news.

Roma struggled to get 
traction in the first half and 
visiting goalkeeper Robin 
Olsen was tested by a strike 
from Gonzalo Higuain be-
fore Franck Kessie put the 
hosts up 1-0 with a goal in 
the 40th minute.

Edin Dzeko gave Milan 
a fright with a shot that 
grazed the post five min-
utes into the second half 
and the equalizer came in 
the 59th on a strike from 

Bengaluru, Sep. 1 (Re-
uters): Indian skipper Virat 
Kohli has been rested for 
the Asia Cup starting on 
Sept. 15, with fellow bats-
man Rohit Sharma set to 
lead the team in the 50-
over tournament in the 
United Arab Emirates, the 
country’s cricket board an-
nounced on Saturday.

Kohli recently over-
came a back problem that 
had troubled him during 
the second test of their 
ongoing five-match series 
against England. He also 
missed a stint with English 
county championship side 
Surrey before the tour due 
to a neck injury.

“The (all-India senior 
selection) committee in 

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (AFP): An 
Indian athlete with six toes 
on each foot who won gold 
at the Asian Games is to re-
ceive special custom-made 
shoes after a company boss 
was touched to hear of the 
pain she suffered while 
running in the heptathlon.

T h e  2 1 - y e a r - o l d 
Swapna Barman spoke 
after winning the regional 
Olympics title on Thursday 
of how her rare deformity 
caused agony with each 
step in her final event, the 
800m.

A government-run en-
terprise in the southern 
city of Chennai has come 
forward to help Barman 
get customised shoes.

“After she won the gold 
I saw on TV that she had a 
deformity in her feet,” said 
Sudhanshu Mani, general 
manager of Integral Coach 
Factory, a railway coach 

manufacturer that also 
funds training for athletes.

Mani told AFP that Bar-
man needs four different 
pairs of shoes for the hep-
tathlon’s seven events.

“We are in touch with 
Nike. We are waiting for her 
to come back so that we 
can get her size and get the 
customised shoes made 
for her,” he said, explaining 
that his company would 
bear the cost.

Barman comes from 
an impoverished family in 
the West Bengal city of Jal-
paiguri and her plight has 
touched the nation.

Her rickshaw-puller 
father has been bedridden 
for several years since suf-
fering a stroke. Her mother 
Basana Devi left her job as 
a tea garden worker to look 
after her husband.

They have relied on 
the earnings of their son, a 

for the main event.
The buzz was electric 

as the stadium filled and 
continued to build as the 
sisters arrived on the court 
under spotlights and rock 
music giving the contest 
the full big event treatment.

Serena, back in all black 
with a leather biker jacket 
and tutu, and Venus, in 
a colourful dress, met at 
net but had few words for 
each as they posed for pre-
match photos and headed 
to their respective ends.

Both Venus and Serena 
accept that as two of the 
game’s very best their will 
be times they have to play 
each other but also have 
made it clear that they find 
little joy in it.

“It’s not easy, she’s my 
best friend, she means the 
world to me and she’s so 
supportive of my career,” 
Serena said.

“Every time she loses, 
I feel like I do. It’s not easy 
but it’s a tournament and 
we all know that there’s 
more to life than playing 
each other and playing 
tennis.

“I love her with all my 
heart and she’s the reason 
I’m still out here.”  

stone mason.
A video of the family 

watching Barman’s gold-
winning feat on TV has 
become a social media 
sensation in India.

The weeping mother 
can be seen rushing to a 
temple outside to thank a 
deity for Barman’s fairytale 
finish.

Basana Devi told local 

media that surgery to fix 
her daughter’s feet had 
been impossible because 
of the cost.

“How could I get that 
done? I myself was born 

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The Quasar Club Kohima 
in collaboration with the 
Kohima District Table Ten-
nis Association will be or-
ganising the second inter 
school table tennis tour-
nament on Sep. 13 and 14 

at the indoor TT stadium 
near Raj Bhavan in Kohima 
at 10 am. This was stated in 
a press release.

F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s 
contact :  9436001096, 
8 7 9 4 8 8 1 9 6 0 ,  a n d 
9077389751.

Jakarta (Indonesia), Sep. 1 
(AP): International Olym-
pic Committee President 
Thomas Bach isn’t certain 
if, or when, esports might 
be incorporated into the 
Olympic Games.

But he was clear in an 
interview with The Asso-
ciated Press at the Asian 
Games on Saturday that 
‘’we cannot have in the 
Olympic program a game 
that is promoting violence 
or discrimination.’’

Esports is being held 
for the first time at the 

Asian Games as a demon-
stration sport, and could 
be a full-medal event in 
four years in Hangzhou, 
China.

Bach says the violence 
in many esports is ‘’con-
tradictory to Olympic val-
ues.’’ He also says it must 
be decided if esports ‘’is a 
real sport.’’

The IOC has been 
debating many of these 
questions since holding 
an esports forum in July 
at IOC headquarters in 
Lausanne, Switzerland.

Bengaluru, Sep. 1 (Re-
uters): Australia’s record 
goal scorer Tim Cahill 
has joined Indian Super 
League (ISL) side Jamshed-
pur FC, the 38-year-old 
striker announced on Sat-
urday.

Cahill struggled for 
playing time at club level 
last year and left A-League 
side Melbourne City in 
December to return to 
Millwall — where he first 
came to prominence 20 
years ago — before being 
released by the Champion-
ship club.

“I’m excited to an-
nounce that I’m signing 
for Jamshedpur FC in the 
Indian Super League. I’ve 
been really impressed in 
my conversations with the 
club by their professional-
ism and goals for what they 
want to achieve,” Cahill 
tweeted.

“I know I can help the 
team on and off the park 
with my leadership and 

experience. I want to help 
grow the game and en-
courage young kids to play 
football.”

Jamshedpur did not 
specify specific details of 
the contract that the for-
mer Everton player had 
signed.

Cahill, who scored 50 
goals for Australia in a ca-
reer spanning 14 years, 
retired from international 
duty after playing in his 
fourth World Cup in Russia 
earlier this year.

T h e  h a rd - w o rk i n g 
forward will join up with 
Spaniard Cesar Ferrando’s 
team in their pre-season 
training camp at Madrid.

Jamshedpur, who were 
formed 14 months ago and 
joined the ISL as part of its 
expansion to 10 teams last 
season, struggled in front 
of goal and were fifth in 
their maiden campaign.

The fifth season of In-
dia’s top flight gets under-
way on Sept. 29.

with six toes on one foot. 
It is because of me that 
Swapna is this way.

“ I  m a n a g e d .  W e 
thought she would too.”

The West Bengal gov-
ernment has promised a 
reward of one million ru-
pees ($14,110) and a gov-
ernment job for Barman.

Barman shot to promi-
nence last year by winning 
the Asian Championships 
in India before suffering a 
string of injuries that kept 
her out for nearly a year.

But she came back in 
time to finish second in 
India’s Asian Games quali-
fiers.

In Jakarta she won her 
specialist high jump, the 
shot put and javelin, to re-
cord a personal best score 
of 6,026. Besides her shoe 
woes, Barman also had to 
contend with a toothache 
and ran with a taped jaw.

consultation with the team 
management took a unani-
mous decision to rest Virat 
Kohli for the tournament” 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) said 
in a statement.

“Rohit Sharma will lead 
the side while Shikhar Dha-
wan has been named vice-

captain.”
Despite his injury issues 

amid a heavy workload, 
Kohli has excelled in Eng-
land scoring two centuries 
in the test series.

After losing the first two 
tests, India sealed a 203-run 
win in the third match to 
cut England’s lead to 2-1 

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The third edition of Morn-
ing Champions Cup (MCC) 
organised by the Morn-
ing Football Association 
(MFA) will begin on Mon. 
Sep. 3. The one and half 
month long tournament 
will be played in a group 
and knockout round basis. 

MCC is held every year 
after Morning Premier 
League (MPL) where the 
relegated teams of MPL 
cannot participate in MCC. 
Keeping the motto of MFA 
– “Health and Friendship” 
through football, MCC is 
another such tournament 
where the players are all 
above 30 years, stated a 
press note from the or-
ganiser. 

The main goal and fo-
cus of MFA, the release stat-
ed is to create a platform 
through MPL and MCC to 
those over-age and retired 
football players who still 

have the urge to kick the 
ball and also maintain one’s 
health as well as associating 
with new friends.

This year’s edition of 
MCC will see 10 teams in 
two groups vying for the 
cup.

The tournament has 
no cash prize and is solely 
sponsored by the players 
and this year the 3rd Assam 
Rifles are donating goal net 
as well as footballs. 

The venue for MCC will 
be at Seikhazou ground, 
D-Khel, Kohima village. 
The 10 teams are-All Blacks 
( Winner – MCC, 2017), 
Merhulietsa FC (Winner – 
MCC, 2016), Morning FC 
(MFC), Amur Falcon FC 
(AFFC) ,  Morung Unit-
ed FC (MUFC) , Mustang 
FC, Ziekezou Seniors FC,   
GetThemGo FC (GFC) , 
Kohima Ao Baptist Arogo 
FC (KABA), and Kohima 
Raiders (Kohima village).

and are confident of level-
ling the series in South-
ampton where the fourth 
test was going into its third 
day on Saturday.

India begin the defence 
of their Asia Cup crown 
on Sept. 18 with a match 
against a qualifying team. 
They play arch-rivals Paki-
stan the following day.
India squad for Asia Cup: 
Rohit Sharma (captain), 
Shikhar Dhawan, Lokesh 
Rahul, Ambati Rayudu, 
Manish Pandey, Kedar Jad-
hav, MS Dhoni, Dinesh 
Karthik, Hardik Pandya, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Shardul Thakur, 
Khaleel Ahmed.

Federico Fazio, who ex-
ploited a poor clearance by 
defender Davide Calabria.

Each team saw a goal 
disallowed by the Video 

Assistant Referee - Higuain 
in the 63rd minute and 
Roma’s Steven Nzonzi in 
the 80th - and the match 
seemed destined to end in 

a draw.
But a Nzonzi giveaway 

with seconds left in stop-
page time led to Cutrone’s 
winner for Milan.

Monza (Italy), Sep. 1 (AP): 
Ferrari will be hopeful of 
ending an eight-year wait 
for a win at its home track 
after taking the front two 
places on the grid for the 
Italian Grand Prix for the 
first time since 2000.

Surprisingly, it was Kimi 
Raikkonen who edged his 
teammate and title hopeful 
Sebastian Vettel in qualify-
ing on Saturday to clinch 
only his second pole posi-
tion in 10 years.

Formula One champi-
onship leader Lewis Ham-
ilton was third fastest.

It was also a new track 
record at Monza, with Raik-
konen clocking 1:19.119 to 
beat Juan Pablo Montoya’s 

14-year mark.
Vettel thought he had 

secured pole as he out-
paced Hamilton on the 
final lap and appeared to 
celebrate before being told 
on team radio that he had 
been beaten by Raikkonen.

‘’We speak later,’’ was 
Vettel’s response. Raik-
konen was front of the grid 
in Monaco last year.
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Players of Twenty XI (in white) and Nehrema FC in action during their match at the Kohima local ground 
on Saturday.

EM Images

Liverpool's goalkeeper Alisson, center, makes a save during the English Premier League soccer match against Leicester City at the King Power 
Stadium in Leicester, England on Sat. Sep. 1.

Gold-medallist India's Amit Panghal poses for a photograph after 
winning the men's light fly (46-49kg) boxing at the 18th Asian Games 
2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sat. Sep. 1.

PTI

Gold medallist India's Pranab Bardhan and Shibhnath Sarkar pose 
with the Indian tricolour after winning in bridge competition at the 
18th Asian Games in Jakarta on Sat. Sep. 1.

PTI

India's women squash team celebrates after winning the silver 
medal at the 18th Asian Games 2018, in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sat. 
Sep. 1. 

PTI

Spanish veteran Alejandro Valverde (2R) sprints to victory ahead of Peter 
Sagan (2L) on the eighth stage of the Tour of Spain on Saturday.

Young and old make hay in fitting 
finale to India's Asiad campaign

Medal standings

District level football tourney kicks off in Kohima

EPL: Liverpool survives Alisson's mistake; beats Leicester 2-1 Valverde pips Sagan to stage eight win on Tour of Spain
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Almadén (Spain), Sep. 1 
(AFP): Spanish veteran Ale-
jandro Valverde kept his 
composure on a tricky fin-
ish to claim an unexpected 
victory on the eighth stage 
of the Tour of Spain on Sat-
urday.

Frenchman Rudy Mo-
lard, of the Groupama team, 
held on to the race leader's 
red jersey after finishing 
safely among the peloton.

Molard will start Sun-
day's hilly ninth stage, a 
200-kilometre ride from Ta-
lavera de la Reina to the ski 
station of La Covatilla with a 
37sec lead on Valverde and a 
51sec lead on fourth-placed 
Briton Simon Yates.

Organisers had added 
spice to the finale of the 
195.5km race from Linares, 
the peloton forced to practi-
cally turn back on itself after 
negotiating a roundabout 
inside the final kilometre.

But Valderde held his 
nerve to stay in sprint con-
tention and proved stron-
gest in a tight, uphill fin-

ish to pip three-time world 
champion Peter Sagan to 
the honours.

Sagan, of the Bora team, 
finished third with Dutch-
man Danny von Poppel 
(LottoNL-Jumbo) in third 
place.

The Slovakian had se-
cured a record-equalling 
sixth green jersey for the 
points competition and 
won three stages at the Tour 
de France in July, but ap-
pears to be paying for those 
efforts.

After a third-place finish 
on Monday, Sagan edged 
closer to a stage win on 
Friday where he finished 
second behind Frenchman 
Tony Gallopin.

On a finish that should 
have been to Sagan's liking 
on Saturday, the Slovakian 
was left counting his loss-
es again as Valverde came 
from out behind his wheel 
to claim his second stage 
win of this edition.

"I was told how difficult 
the finish was and that I 

Leicester (England), Sep. 1 
(AP): Liverpool survived an 
embarrassing mistake from 
Brazil goalkeeper Alisson to 
beat Leicester 2-1 on Satur-
day for a fourth straight win 
to open the Premier League 
season.

Attempting a Cruyff turn 
in his own area to get round 
Leicester striker Kelechi 
Iheanacho, Alisson got the 
ball caught in his feet and 
lost possession. Iheanacho 

squared the ball for Rachid 
Ghezzal to make it 2-1 in the 
63rd minute.

Liverpool held on for the 
win despite being far from 
its best at King Power Sta-
dium, with first-half goals 
by Sadio Mane and Roberto 
Firmino doing the damage.

Mane scored for the 
fourth time this season 
when he ran onto an inside 
pass from Andrew Robert-
son, got a kind ricochet off 

Leicester defender Harry 
Maguire, and toe-poked 
home from 10 meters 
(yards) in the 10th minute.

Firmino doubled Liver-
pool's lead in the 45th by 
stooping to head home a 
corner from James Milner. 
It was the Brazilian's second 
goal of the season.

It was Liverpool's most 
sluggish display of a sea-
son in which the team has 
already beaten West Ham, 

Crystal Palace and Brighton.
Mohamed Salah, in 

particular, had an off day. 
He missed a chance from 
point-blank range in the 
opening minutes and was 
substituted in the 71st.

Other matches:
Crystal Palace 0 - South-

ampton 2
Everton 1 - Huddersfield 1

Brighton 2 - Fulham 2
Chelsea 2 - Bournemouth 0

West Ham 0 - Wolves 1

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 1 ( EMN): 
The Kohima district level 
football competition in 
memory of Capt (late) N 
Kengruse, MVC organised 
by 3rd (Naga Hills) Bn As-

sam Rifles under the aegis 
of HQ IGAR (North) got un-
derway at the Kohima local 
ground on Saturday.

In the f irst  match, 
Ziekiezuo SC defeated Rus-
tic Boys FC by a solitary 

goal.
The winner of Khriekesa 

FC or Agape FC will take on 
Ziekiezuo SC in the semifi-
nals match of Pool A.  

While in Pool B match-
es, Nehrema Village FC 

Jakarta, Sep. 1 (PTI): Amit 
Panghal displayed a sol-
dier's grit to stun the reign-
ing Olympic champion for 
India's only boxing gold 
and two 50-plus bridge 
players proved that age is 
just a number with their 
top finishes as the country 
achieved its best ever medal 
haul at the Asian Games 
here.

India equalled its best 
gold medal haul by touch-
ing 15, something that last 
happened back in 1951, and 
the overall tally surpassed 
the 65 in Guangzhou by 
three this time.

Apart from the 15 gold, 
India picked up 24 silver 
and 30 bronze medals for 
a brilliant show that helped 
them finish inside top-10 
at eighth for the third con-
secutive time.

Starting the day at 13 

gold, Armyman Amit was 
up against quite a few odds 
as he took on reigning 
Olympic and Asian cham-
pion Hasanboy Dusmatov, 
the man he narrowly lost 
to in the world champion-
ships quarterfinal almost a 
year ago.

The day ended with 
the men's hockey team re-
deeming itself to an extent 
by beating arch-rivals Paki-
stan 2-1 to walk away with a 
consolation bronze medal. 

But the gutsy 22-year-
old, the only Indian to 
make the boxing finals, 
prevailed 3-2 as India end-
ed its boxing campaign 
at the Games with a gold 
and a bronze, which was 
won by Vikas Krishan in the 
middle-weight category.

Amit showed immense 
tactical brilliance, espe-
cially in defence to outma-

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 132 92 65 289
Japan 74 56 74 204

South Korea 49 57 70 176
Indonesia 31 24 43 98
Uzbekistan 21 24 25 70
Iran 20 20 22 62
Taipei 17 19 31 67
India 15 24 30 69
Kazakhstan 15 17 44 76
DPR Korea 12 12 13 37
Bahrain 12 7 7 26
Thailand 11 16 46 73
Hong Kong 8 18 19 45
Malaysia 7 13 16 36
Qatar 6 4 3 13
Mongolia 5 9 11 25
Vietnam 4 16 18 38
Singapore 4 4 14 22
Philippines 4 2 15 21
UAE 3 6 5 14
Kuwait 3 1 2 6
Kyrgyzstan 2 6 12 20
Jordan 2 1 9 12
Cambodia 2 0 1 3

Saudi Arabia 1 2 3 6

Macau, China 1 2 2 5
Iraq 1 2 0 3
Korea 1 1 2 4
Lebanon 1 1 2 4
Tajikistan 0 3 2 5
Lao PDR 0 2 3 5
Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3
Nepal 0 1 0 1
Pakistan 0 0 4 4
Afghanistan 0 0 2 2
Myanmar 0 0 2 2
Syria 0 0 1 1

noeuvre the Uzbek, who 
has an iconic status in in-
ternational boxing.

"I had lost to him be-
fore, so I had to take re-
venge. Coach Santiago 
(Nieva) and other coaches 
had prepared me well. In 
the semifinal, I did not play 
the first round well, here 
I did not repeat that mis-
take," Amit said after the 
bout.

Today's win marks the 
highest point of Amit's me-
teoric rise to the top, start-
ing with an Asian Champi-
onships bronze last year.

Then came two men, 
who would be nearing re-
tirement in any contem-
porary job, but made their 
Asian Games debut in a 
debut sport. 

Tw o  o l d  f r i e n d s 
-- Pranab Bardhan and 
Shibnath Sarkar -- quietly 
added a gold to India's tally 
as the focus remained on 
traditional sports.

Bardhan, at the age of 
60, became the oldest man 

in Indian contingent to win 
a medal at the Games as he 
and his 56-year old partner 
finished the men's pair 
event with a score of 384.

They edged out Chi-
na's Lixin Yang and Gang 
Chen, who finished with 
378 points after five rounds 
of the competition.

"I could not sleep last 
night and ate only fruit in 
breakfast. It's tough, the 
blood circulation shoots up 
with tension, we beat Chi-
na and Singapore, it's great 
result for us," said an elated 
Sarkar, who taught bride to 
students at Jadavpur Uni-
versity, said.

Bardhan, who had a 
construction business, 
said, "Bridge is more chal-
lenging chess. It's the most 
competitive indoor game." 

India finished third 
overall with one gold and 
two bronze medals. India 
had won a bronze each in 
men's team and the mixed 
team events.

The squash players, 

who had shocked power-
house Malaysia in semifi-
nals, though were stopped 
in their tracks by Hong 
Kong in the women's team 
final and they had to settle 
for a silver.

Sunayna Kuruvilla and 
India number one Joshna 
Chinappa lost their respec-
tive singles as the team 
suffered its second defeat 
against Hong Kong in a 
space of three days.

A silver was a creditable 
performance nonetheless, 
having surprised defending 
champions Malaysia in the 
semifinals on Friday. With 
a runners-up finish, India 
equalled their best ever 
performance at the Games. 
They had also reached the 
final at Incheon four years 
ago.

The Indian contin-
gent ended with five med-
als overall including the 
women's team silver, the 
men's team bronze and 
three bronze medals in the 
individual event.

The Indian men's hock-
ey team maintained its 
recent domination over 
arch-rivals Pakistan with a 
2-1 win, ensuring a conso-
latory bronze medal after a 
below-par performance in 
the tournament.

A k a s h d e e p  S i n g h 
scored a brilliant field goal 
in the third minute while 
Harmanpreet extended In-
dia's advantage in the 50th 
minute off a penalty corner 
before Muhammad Atiq 
increased the heart rate of 
the fans with a strike in the 
52nd minute. In the end, 
India managed to hold on 
to the lead.

World number five In-
dia, who came into the 
tournament as defending 
champions, lost to Malay-
sia in the semifinals.

They go back home 
with a bronze, having beat-
en 13th ranked Pakistan for 
the second time in the last 
three months. India had 
beaten Pakistan 4-0 in the 
Champions Trophy in June.

D-5913

thrashed Twenty XI FC 5-2 
in the second match.

Nehrema FC will clash 
against Naga FC in the semi-
final match. Seven clubs are 
participating in the tourna-
ment namely Ziekiezuo SC, 
Rustic Boys FC, Khriekesa 
FC, Agape FC, Twenty XI 
FC, Nehrema Village FC and 
Naga FC. 

The champions of the 
tournament will receive a 
cash of INR 25,000 along 
with trophy and citation, 
while the runners-up will 
receive INR 15000.

The top two teams from 
Kohima district will be se-
lected to play for the up-
coming state level tourna-
ment of Kengruse trophy in 
mid September.

The tournament will 
conclude on Sep. 5. 

Monday's match 
Khriekesa FC vs Agape FC 

at 12 pm

could even lose time there," 
said Valverde, who claimed 
it had not been his plan to 
win the stage.

"As a result, I'd planned 
not to try and go for the 
stage win but just not to 
lose time.

"But then I followed Sa-
gan's wheel and in the end 
overtook him. I know I'm on 
form, but I even surprised 
myself."

Although 38 years old, 
Valverde said: "My age 

doesn't reflect my physical 
form or my mentality."

And on Sunday's stage 
in the high mountains, he 
will be hoping to show his 
younger rivals he can re-
main in overall victory con-
tention.

"It's a real mountain 
stage tomorrow (Sunday)," 
said Valverde.

"We should really see 
who has what it takes to 
make the podium of this 
Tour of Spain."


