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Kiphire: Stranded and at the mercy of rain gods 

Legal notice served to state government on removal of Rupin Sharma as DGP

Kohima residents get rid of unattended garbage Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Oh ha ha ha ... I thought 
you were from a different 
tribe there...olob para teh.
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Our Correspondent 
Kiphire, Aug. 31 (EMN): The 
pristine hills with the golden 
cornfields amid the lush ever-
green pine trees, the crispy air 
and the rolling blue hills belie 
the bumpy roads and the wrath 
of the monsoon rains in this 
part of Nagaland. 

Somehow, after all the viral 
photos and news spread across 
social media, the citizens of 
Kiphire seem to be holding on. 
The mood of the citizens also 
seems to have been somewhat 
elevated after the visit of Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio and his 

cabinet colleagues on August 
30 at Kiphire town. 

But the problems are far 
from over. Kiphire town, estab-
lished in the 2004 after being 
carved out of Tuensang district, 
lies in the eastern corner of 
Nagaland. The district head-
quarters has an approximate 
population of a little more than 
20,000, according to the EAC of 
Longmatra sub-division. 

During an interaction, the 
EAC of Kiphire district, Chenit-
hung said that the worst was 
over for the moment. He said 
that rice was being rationed 

due to scarcity. 
“We are rationing only rice,” 

said the young administra-
tor. “Six truckloads of rice are 
coming from Dimapur. Those 
are PDS rice being sent by the 
(Food and) Supply depart-
ment. We are also expecting 
three truckloads of rice coming 
through Meluri side.” 

Chenithung said that the 
worst part was during the last 
week of July and the first week 
of August. On being asked how 
the people have been coping 
with the situation, the EAC said, 
“the people have been very co-

operative. However, there were 
one or two people who spread 
false rumours and the like. But, 
everything is under control and 
now we are taking stock of the 
situation.” 

Last month, the district 
administration under the 
command of EAC Longmatra, 
Sangpangchang Longkumer 
arranged fifteen vehicles for 
students studying in colleges 
in Kohima and other places, 
who came for summer break 
and were stranded because of 
the landslide. 

“It was quite tough because 

the road diversion from Meluri 
was in a bad condition. We had 
to push the vehicles, but we 
could somehow reach the des-
tination,” said the officer.  

Chenithung also said that 
the road connecting Kiphire 
with Tuensang will take time 
to be restored. The district 
administration is searching for 
alternative routes. 

The only option for now is 
the road from Meluri side. “We 
have shortage of machinery,” 
said the EAC, “all the machin-
eries we have are engaged in 
repairing the Meluri road di-

version.” 
The two administrators 

said that prices of essential 
commodities have not skyrock-
eted despite the grim economic 
situations. 

“We talked with the Kiphire 
business people and we tried to 
manage internally from among 
the people here,” said the of-
ficials. 

The premier festival of the 
Sangtam’s starts from Septem-
ber 1 and the main programme 
will be on Monday, September 
3. Some truckloads of rice have 
slowly started coming in after 

the rain abetted. 
However, Chenithung con-

ceded that the administration 
was also worried about the im-
minent retreat of the monsoon. 

“That’s something which we 
are worried about,” he admitted. 

Prof. Lanunungsang Long-
kumer of Nagaland University, 
Geography department, has 
warned (in an earlier interview 
with Eastern Mirror) that the 
soil in Nagaland gets soaked 
up during the ‘advancing mon-
soon’ and when the rains come 
back again as ‘retreating mon-
soon’, the soil simply collapse. 
The academician suggested for 
a long-term plan to be initiated 
by the state government so that 
vital roads, infrastructure, and 
lives are not lost during such 
calamities. 

But for now, the Kiphire 
district is virtually cut off. The 
main lifeline will take months, 
if not years to be restored. The 
bridge connecting the district 
with Aghunato town has also 
been destroyed. The only op-
tion for bringing in essential 
commodities is from Melu-
ri side via Phek and Kohima 
which takes nearly eight hours 
of travel daily.  

Central team’s visit on Tuesday 
The Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(NSDMA) on Saturday issued a 
statement announcing that an 
inter-ministerial central team 
(IMCT) will visit Nagaland from 
September 4 to 7th. “The team 
will be doing an ‘on –the-spot-
assessment’ of the disasters 
caused by landslides and floods 
in the state,” it informed.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Aug. 31 (EMN): A group 
of people going by the name ‘Con-
cerned People of Nagaland’ has 
served a legal notice to the state 
government to comply with the 
directive of the Supreme Court of 
India in regard to the appointment 
of director general of police (DGP) 
and reinstate the services of Rupin 
Sharma as Nagaland DGP within 
15 days ‘from receipt’ of the notice.

The notice was issued by the 
group’s legal counsel, Delhi-based 
law firm DK Sharma & Co. on Au-
gust 27, and addressed to the state’s 
chief secretary.

The notice referred to the peti-
tioner ‘Concerned People of Naga-
land’ as “an unregistered associa-
tion of social activists of Nagaland 
which is interested in the mainte-
nance of law and order in the state 
of Nagaland”. It said the group has 
noticed that the state government 
has not been following mandatory 
directions issued by the apex court 
in the 1996 case of ‘Prakash Singh 
and others vs. Union of India and 
others’ with respect to appointment 
of the DGP of a state.

The petitioner alleged that suc-
cessive governments of Nagaland 
have been appointing DGP by req-
uisitioning ‘a single officer of their 
choice’ on deputation from other 
cadres, flouting the directions of 
the court. 

The notice quoted the court 
order for reference: “The Director 

General of Police of the State shall be 
selected by the State Government 
from amongst the three senior-most 
officers of the department who have 
been empanelled for promotion 
to that rank by the Union Public 
Service Commission on the basis 
of their length of service, very good 
record and range of experience for 
heading the Police force. And, once 
he has been selected for the job, he 
should have a minimum tenure 
of at least two years irrespective of 
his date of superannuation. The 
DGP may, however, be relieved 
of his responsibilities by the State 
Government acting in consultation 
with the State Security Commission 
consequent upon any action taken 
against him under the All India 
Services (Discipline and Appeal) 
Rules or following his conviction in 
a court of law in a criminal offence 
or in a case of corruption or if he is 
otherwise incapacitated from dis-
charging his duties.”

“The State of Nagaland has all 
along been deliberately and con-
scientiously violating the directions 
issued by the Supreme Court in the 
aforesaid,” the notice stated. It went 
on to mention that Sharma, a 1992 
batch IPS of Nagaland cadre, was 
appointed as the DGP on 23rd No-
vember 2017 as he was the senior-
most IPS officer of the state cadre. 
“However, he was unceremoniously 

removed from the post of the DGP 
within seven months of his appoint-
ment and put on compulsory wait 
in blatant violation of the above 
directions mandating a minimum 
tenure of two years. This clearly con-
stitutes contempt of the Supreme 
Court,” stated the notice.

In this regard, the petitioner 
called upon the state government 
to implement and comply with 
directions of the Supreme Court 
regarding appointment of DGP 
within 15 days and to restore the 
service of Sharma as DGP as he was 
the senior-most IPS officer of the 
Nagaland cadre in the state, and 
allow him to continue till appoint-
ment as per directions of the court 
was made. 

“Failing this, my client shall have 
no option but to file Contempt of 
Court Petition against you in the 
Supreme Court entirely at your own 
risk and responsibility. 

”Needless to say that as per 
rules, your good self will be per-
sonally liable for the Contempt in 
the event of your failure to comply 
with the afore-said directions of the 
Supreme Court,” the notice added.

Petitioner has no locus  
standi, says Patton
When Eastern Mirror contacted the 
deputy chief minister Y Patton, who 
is also the minister in-charge of 

Home, to comment on the recent 
legal notice, he asserted that the 
petitioner has no locus standi as the 
state government had followed ‘due 
procedures’ in appointing an officer 
who was senior to Sharma, as the 
new DGP in June this year.

Sharma assumed the charge of 
DGP from November 2017 after his 
predecessor, LL Doungel, an IPS 
of West Bengal cadre who held the 
post on deputation since 2014 was 
repatriated to his cadre state as he 
was nearing retirement early 2018. 
Although Sharma did not fulfil the 
general requisite period of 30 years 
of service, he was given “current 
charge” of DGP in view of ‘shortage 
of officers in senior level and purely 
as a stop-gap arrangement’, Patton 
clarified.

He said Sharma was at present 
the senior-most officer serving in 
the state cadre but he had only 
26 years of service on him. He ex-
plained that the state was required 
to appoint officers (on deputation) 
who have completed 28 or more 
years of service to the post of DGP as 
the Nagaland IPS cadre was created 
only in 1989 and no regular IPS of-
ficer of Nagaland cadre was eligible 
to hold stated post. 

The general rule is 30 years of 
service but for a special category 
state like Nagaland, he said, there is 
consideration of 28 years of service 

for ‘local officers’. Patton said if 
Sharma was to be sent to another 
state on deputation now, he would 
hold the rank of an inspector gener-
al only as he is yet to be empanelled. 

Earlier this year, when word got 
around that the state government 
has approached the Ministry of 
Home Affairs to borrow a Naga IPS 
officer from a different state cadre 
to hold the position of DGP in Naga-
land, Sharma allegedly orchestrated 
hype on social media, engineering 
protests and signature campaigns 
using public and police personnel 
as well, to extend his tenure as the 
head of state police. 

When asked about it, the deputy 
chief minister said the state govern-
ment has set up a committee to in-
vestigate the allegations and a pre-
liminary report regarding Sharma’s 
misconduct was already submitted 
to the MHA during the last week of 
June. He informed that a final report 
was in the process of completion 
and would also be submitted to the 
ministry soon.

The state government on June 
20 removed Sharma as DGP and 
kept him on compulsory wait while 
the charge was handed over to IPS 
Renchamo P Kikon. Subsequently, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs had 
cleared the state government’s re-
quest to borrow for TJ Longkumer, 
a 1991 batch IPS of Chhattisgarh 
cadre to serve as DGP Nagaland. 
Longkumer officially took over the 
reins on June 27.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 31 (EMN): The 
incessant monsoon rains have 
affected lives of the people in 
various ways due to landslides in 
various locations, causing untold 
problems even in the simple 
functioning of everyday works. 
The result, huge piles of garbage 
and overflowing dustbins were 
seen along the stretch of the capi-
tal road and in various colonies, 
as they were left unattended – an 
ugly sight and a source of stench 
for passers-by.

Unable to bear the stench 
and the ugly sight, the members 
of Jail colony panchayat in Kohi-
ma and the youth have organised 
and taken up the onus of burning 
and clearing the garbage, piled 
up in the locality after weeks of 
being left unattended. 

The garbage, supposed to be 
collected by the Kohima Munici-
pal Council (KMC), has been left 
unattended causing stench in the 
surrounding areas and posing 
threat to both health and envi-
ronment of the locality. With no 
alternative measure, a member 
of the colony said, the panchayat 
has organised a social work to 
burn and clear the garbage.

The administrator of Kohima 
Municipal Council, Kovi Meyase 
told Eastern Mirror that the gar-
bage could not be collected as 
the roads leading to both the 
dumping sites at Lerie and Dzu-
ruzou have been cut off due to 
the landslides, and vehicles left 
stranded.

He however, said that repair-
ing of roads has started and as-
sured that collection of garbage 

Power cuts in parts 
of Kohima district 

24-hr Karbi Anglong 
bandh on September 4

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): The depart-
ment of Power has informed that it has 
scheduled for “a jungle clearance of 33kV 
Botsa feeder” starting from September 
3 to 20th in an effort to maintain stable 
power supply to Northern Angami and 
Botsa areas.

“While the department shall try to 
minimise the total shutdown, there will 
be intermittent disruption of power sup-
ply in some pockets during the activity 
which is unavoidable. All consumers and 
public are therefore requested to bear 
the inconvenience caused,” read a state-
ment from the department on Friday. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Aug. 31 (EMN): The Auton-
omous State Demand Committee 
(ASDC), Karbi Students Association 
(KSA) and Karbi Nimso Chingthur 
Asong (KNCA) have jointly called for 
a 24-hour district wide Karbi Anglong 
bandh from 5 am September 4 to 5 am 
September 5.

The shutdown has been called to 
pressed the organisations’ demand to 
the central government to hold a tri-
partite talk on the creation of a hill state, 
the president of ASDC, Holiram Terang 
told a press conference here on Friday. 

EntErtainmEnt
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From left to right: A goods truck seen stuck in a landslide on the road to Kiphire town; a resident of Kiphire town transporting a bag of rice across a portion of the road washed away by the Züngki River. 

EM Images
A scene of landslide on the road leading to the KMC dumping site at Lerie in Kohima.

in the town will resume by Septem-
ber 1. It will take an alternative route 
via IG Stadium for the same.

Meanwhile, the KMC in a no-
tification informed members of 
the public that due to incessant 
rain, the roads leading to Lerie and 
Dzuruzou KMC garbage dumping 
site have been completely cut off at 
various locations.

It further stated that the KMC 
and the district administration 
along with ward/colony authori-
ties were putting all efforts towards 
restoring the road at the earliest. 
Towards this end, it has appealed to 
all the citizens, business establish-
ments and shopkeepers to coop-
erate in managing their waste at 
household level and not to throw or 
accumulate in any collection points 
at ward and commercial areas until 
the road is restored.

Deputy CM says petitioner has no locus standi
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KMC asks citizens to manage waste 
The Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) has appealed 
to all the citizens, business establishment and shop-
keepers of Kohima town to cooperate in managing 
their waste at household level and not to throw and 
accumulate it in any collection points both at ward 
and commercial areas till the road leading to Lerie 
and Dzuruzou KMC garbage dumping site is restored.  

Wokha DIC: PMEGP interview 
rescheduled
The PMEGP interview for DIC and NKVIB Wokha, 
which was scheduled to be conducted on Sep. 5, has 
been postponed to Sep. 10 due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances. DIC general manager has informed that 
all the formalities remain the same and no separate 
calling letter will be issued in this regard.

Phek CMO informs HoDs
Chief medical officer, Phek, Dr. Laso Lazar, has in-
formed all the heads of departments that there will 
be a district medical board for confirmation of service, 
invalidation, and commutation of pension after medi-
cal examination for pensioners (grade-III and grade-IV) 
at 10 am on Sep. 12 at CMO office. All the HoDs are 
requested to send the list to the CMO office on or 
before Sep. 5.

GBs asked to submit  
appointment order copy
The GB Union Dimapur (GBUD) has informed all the 
GBs within Dimapur Sadar area to submit a copy of 
appointment order to the union office on or before 
Sep. 10 (every Wednesday) during office hours. 

SVC informs land owners 
The Village Council of Sovima has informed that reg-
istration for new booklet land certificate will continue 
till Nov. 30. All the land owners have been requested 
to report with necessary documents to avail the cer-
tificate. 

Daso Paphino delivering farewell speech.

Dr. Alemwabang Aier addressing the sensitisation programme at 
Aghunato on August 28.

Medical officials with the students and teachers during the awareness programme at Cornerstone 
School in Zunheboto.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Crime Beat 

NEWS IN BRIEFNEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
The department of Treas-
uries and Accounts bade 
farewell to Director Daso 

Paphino and Assistant Di-
rector Neivicha Angami on 
Aug. 31 at the DTA confer-
ence hall in Kohima.

Speaking on behalf of 
the department, Principal 
Director K Tiayanger Tzudir 
said that the personal efforts 

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): Dimapur 
police along with Drugs Control-
ling Authority of Dimapur on Aug. 
31 raided three godowns located at 
Khermahal area in Dimapur, where 
various duplicate and spurious to-
bacco substances were being stored 
for distribution to various shops. 

In this connection, two per-
sons Raj Kapoor (21yrs) son of 
Rameshwar Prasad of Chinga, resi-
dent of Motipur and Diwana Kumar 
(19 yrs) son of Biswamitra of Alam-
pur, resident of Siksagar have been 
arrested. 

According to addl. dy. commis-
sioner of Police, Dimapur, a case 
was registered in West Police Station 
under various sections of IPC, Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco Products 
Act (COTPA) and Food Safety and 
Standards Act. 

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
State chief secretary, R Bin-
chilo Thong, will formally 
launch the Kohima branch 
India Post Payments Bank 
on September 1 at Hotel 
Japfu. The launching pro-
gramme will be organised 
by chief postmaster general 
northeast postal circle.

The programme high-
lights would include address 
by divisional head and spe-
cial guest followed by release 
of special cover on financial 
inclusion and launch of 
IPPB Kohima branch by the 
special guest.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Advisor of school educa-
tion, KT Sukhalu, would 
be the guest speaker of the 
state level Teacher’s Day 
celebration on September 5 
at NBCC convention centre 
at 10 am. The programme 
is being organised by the 
department of school edu-
cation. 

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Nagaland Peace Centre 
(NPC) has announced to 
commemorate peace day 
on September 6 on the oc-
casion of 53rd ceasefire an-
niversary.

The centre chairman, N 
Theyo, stated that to com-
memorate the day a thanks-
giving service is being ar-
ranged in the conference 
hall of The Heritage, Old DC 
Bungalow, Kohima, at 11 
am.  Theyo has requested all 
the governing body mem-
bers to make it convenient 
to attend the same without 
fail.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): The Naga People’s Front (NPF) of 5 
Ghaspani –II assembly constituency, on Aug.22 in its general 
meeting held with all its frontals, women, youth, farmers, 
and minority wings, resolved to appoint a party booth-level 
agents for all the 53 polling stations within its constituency 
for smooth functioning and coordination.

A press statement appended by the constituency advi-
sor, gen. secretary (admin), president of women and youth 
wings, mentioned that the house also resolved to relieve and 
replace some of its inactive members, and office bearers 
and to instate sincere and committed active member in the 
interest of the party to strengthen for a better functioning 
of the party.

Further, the members decided to retain its present presi-
dent, Vilasielie Nakhro for the next tenure in the interest of its 
constituency in general and NPF party in particular.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
The Dental department of 
Hezukhu Memorial Hos-
pital Zunheboto organ-
ized an oral care awareness 
programme on Friday at 

Cornerstone School in Zun-
heboto.

An update from the de-
partment mentioned that 
dental surgeon, Dr. Esther, 
spoke about the importance 

of oral care and demon-
strated the practices. 

The department dis-
tributed tooth brush and 
leaflets on oral care to the 
students.

Dimapur Police on Aug. 27, arrested one 
person identified as Jepi Awomi of Vishiyi 
village, a resident of Niuland, for extort-
ing money from various business estab-
lishments at 4th Mile area in Dimapur. 

Demand slip of NSCN/GPRN (R) was 
recovered from his possession. In this 
connection, a case has been filed against 
him at Diphupar police station.

In a separate incident, Dimapur 
Police arrested one person named Alula 
Yimchunger (49 yrs) ‘SS Tatar’ NSCN 
(IM), of Pimla for issuing identity card 
(work permit) to business establishment 
at New Market in the name of NSCN 
(IM). 

Three ID card, a paper containing the 
list of shop numbers, one mobile hand-
set and cash of INR 130 were recovered 
from his possession. 

Also, the team on Aug. 30 appre-
hended two active members of NSCN 
(IM) identified as ‘Razapiyu’ Ayeto Aye, 
(31 yrs), a resident of Niu Colony, Burma 
Camp, Dimapur and ‘Razapiyu’ Vikugha 
Ayemi (41yrs), resident of Purana Bazaar, 
for extorting money from business estab-
lishment at Gorapati area. 

Five illegal tax collection slips were 
recovered from their possession. Accord-
ingly, a case was filed against the duo at 
East Police station.

Dimapur Police manning the Chumuke-
dima check-post on Aug. 30 detained five 
ILP defaulters - Hussin Ahmed (22yrs),  
son of  Abdul Ajim, Jahangir Alam, son of 
Majubur Raham, Jayanal Abdin (22yrs), 

son of Muchalem Uddin, Sadikul Islam 
(22 yrs) son of Monach, and Moskedul (23 
yrs) son of Janal Uddin.  A case was filed at 
Chumukedima Police Station under BEFR 
1873 and forwarded to the court.

Assam Rifles of Mokokchung battalion 
under the aegis of Hq IGAR (north) ap-
prehended two NSCN (K) cadres on Aug. 
30 at different locations.

The troop arrested one NSCN (K) 
cadre at Yongya village during an op-
eration that was conducted along with a 
police representative.

A report from the Assam Rifles au-
thority stated that the apprehended 
cadre is “one of the most wanted NSCN 
(K) cadres in Longleng district.” 

One .22 calibre pistol and magazine 
with three live rounds were recovered 
from him. The cadre along with the 

recovered items was handed over to the 
Longleng Police Station.

In another incident, the Assam Ri-
fles, Chieswema battalion carried out 
an operation at High School junction 
in Kohima and arrested one NSCN (K) 
cadre while collecting tax.  

The cadre was identified as Kekhrie-
setou (24), a resident of Kohima village. 

One 7.65 mm pistol, a magazine with 
two live rounds, and NSCN/GPRN (K) 
extortion slip booklets were recovered 
from his possession. The accused along 
with recovered items was handed over to 
North Police Station, Kohima.

Dimapur police on Aug. 30 ar-
rested one person from PWD 
Housing junction with suspect-
ed contraband heroin (approx 
1 kg) neatly packed in three 
packets.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sapunyi Chakhesang 
(56 yrs) of Pfutsuro, Phek, a 
resident of Tenyiphe village, 7th 
Mile Dimapur. 

A case has been registered 
at West Police Station. 

put by the two officers have 
helped in the growth of the 
department. He expressed 
that their contributions will 
always be remembered.

In his farewell speech, 
the retiring director Paphi-
no said the generosity and 
kindness of the people had 
inspired him to give his best 
at work. He told his col-
leagues to never miss an op-
portunity to travel and meet 
the people in their district 
offices. “This is where they 
should draw their strength 
and aspirations to do bet-
ter,” she added.

He asserted that that it is 
important to play one’s role 
responsibly and with com-
mitment. Saying that one 
cannot work in isolation, the 
retiring officer added that 
one can achieve through 
team work.

Further, he encouraged 
the staff to be sincere in 
their duties to avail the best 
opportunities and give their 
best service to the people 
and be blessed.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
The Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Nagaland 
(GPRN), Ministry of Infor-
mation and Publicity (MIP) 
on Aug. 31 issued a termi-
nation order to three of its 
members.

As per the directive of 
the ‘Kilo Kilonser,’ R Sang-
tam informed that the office 
of the Home Secretary in 
exercise of the power con-
ferred upon his office, has 
terminated  ‘Razou Peyu’ 
Along,  son of Fochin of 
Chanlashu village under 
Konyak region, from the 
active national service as 
enshrined in the party dis-
cipline, section D. clause 4. 

In a separate order, 
Sangtam has informed that 
as per the recommendation 
of the Regional Administra-
tive Office, Konyak region 

and in exercise of the power 
conferred upon the office of 
the ‘secretary’ of Kilo Affairs, 
‘Razou Peyu’ E Langphong 
of Mopong Hoangkhong 
eange, son of Engo Nyakba 
of Yonghoang Kenchenshu 
village was discharged from 
the active national service 
as per the party discipline 
section C with immediate 
effect.

In another terminating 
order, it has informed that 
as per the recommendation 
of the chairman UT-1 the 
office of the secretary, Kilo 
Affairs and in exercise of the 
power conferred upon the 
office, Kughato V Achumi, 
Khapur under UT—1 was 
discharged from the active 
national service as per the 
party discipline section D 
part (1) with immediate 
effect.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): As 
part of preparation for the 
upcoming measles-rubella 
vaccination campaign, the 
Medical department of Ag-
hunato town conducted a 
sensitisation programme 
on Aug. 28. 

During the programme, 
District Programme Officer 
Dr. Alemwabang Aier in-
formed that the vaccination 
campaign is a nationwide 
programme. He said that 
the campaign is the most 
expensive programme ever 
undertaken by the govern-
ment to eradicate measles-
rubella completely by 2020.

Dr. Aier said that the vac-
cine can prevent various dis-
eases with a single injection. 

The administration, 
GBs, teachers, accredited 
social health activist, and 
department as a team would 
be carrying out the pro-
gramme, he informed.

Dr. Puloto from Com-
munity Health Centre, Ag-

hunato stated that ‘nor-
mally, around 2000 patients 
receive treatment from the 
centre annually but in the 
current year, number of 
patient treated has risen to 
more than one thousand 
within three months. Most 
the measles patients were 
unvaccinated children.’

Dr. Puloto requested the 
GBs, village council chair-
men, and teachers to fur-
nish the exact number of 
students to the government 
while submitting the names 
for immunization. 

Additional deputy com-
missioner T Nchumbemo 
Odyuo, said that children 
have the rights to grow up 
healthy in all walks of life. 
“Untreated child gets in-
fected with many diseases; 
some even gets disabled 
later in their life,” he stated.

He encouraged the peo-
ple under Aghunato to make 
sure that no child is missed 
out for vaccination.
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Advisor of social welfare department, Noke Wangnao, launching the video on adoption and radio jungles 
at secretariat conference hall, Kohima, on August 31.

Zeliangrong volunteers are seen in the hospital premises during post mortem in Chennai. 

Governor PB Acharya with Lucy Ngullie Thomas at Police guest 
house, Chumukedima on August 29.

STATE

State launches modules on child adoption

Takatuba takes 
charge as HoD 
municipal 
affairs

Schools in Wokha get legal literacy clubs

DMC issues directives on pig slaughter

RMSA Peren unit extends support Naga lad dies falling from moving train 

Governor moots award for entrepreneurs
Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Child protection services 
under social welfare de-
partment today launched 
a video on adoption of 
radio and jingles at the 
secretariat’s conference 
hall, Kohima.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
launching programme, 
secretary of social welfare 
department and chair-
man of child protection 
services, Sarah Ritse, said 
adoption is an act of love 
but the process has to go 
through law. She added 
that according to the Juve-
nile Justice Act, adoption is 
the process through which 
the adopted child is per-
manently separated from 
his biological parents and 
become the legitimate 
child of his adoptive par-
ents with all the rights, 
privileges and responsi-
bilities attached to the re-
lationship.

She also apprised 
on the functions of state 
adoption resource agency 
(SARA) which act as an 
executive arm of the state 
government for promo-
tion, facilitation, moni-
toring and regulation of 
adoption programme in 
the state. It primarily deals 
with adoption of orphan, 
surrender and abandoned 
children. She added that 
SARA in Nagaland has 
been doing exceptionally 
well since its inception in 

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Additional director of ur-
ban development and 
state mission director of 
SULM (DAY-NULM), S 
Takatuba Aier, has been 
transferred and posted as 
additional director and 
HoD of municipal affairs 
with effect from Septem-
ber 1.

Takatuba Aier has been 
posted as additional direc-
tor and HoD of municipal 
affair vice Dr. M Toshi-
manen Ozukum, who has 
retired on August 31.

An urban development 
department notification 
stated that the retiring of-
ficer should hand over the 
charge to the incoming ad-
ditional director and HoD 
on August 31.

It added that S Takatu-
ba Aier, would continue 
to hold the charge of state 
mission director, SULM 
(DAY-NULM) temporar-
ily till new arrangement is 
made by the department.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Wokha district legal servic-
es authority (WDLSA) has 
opened legal literacy clubs 
(LLCs) in three schools un-
der Wokha district.

The schools in which 
the legal literacy clubs 
were set up included Regi-
mental School DEF, Wok-
ha; Government Higher 
Secondary School; and 
Jawahar Navodaya Vidya-
laya in Chukitong. WDLSA 
set up the clubs on August 
30 and 31. 

Speaking at the launch-
ing of legal literacy club at 
Regimental School, DEF 
Wokha, on August 30, Su-
perintendent of police, 
Wokha, Manoj Kumar, stat-
ed that man was born free 
but was bound by chain. 
He encouraged the stu-
dents and teaching facul-
ties to avail the opportuni-
ties of legal services and get 
themselves equipped with 
the basic knowledge of law 
and disseminate the basic 
rights of law to the masses. 
He stated that ignorance of 
law cannot be an excuse to 
commit crime. 

Kumar also assured 
the WDLSA of every pos-
sible assistance and co-
operation from the Wokha 
DEF.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, additional dep-
uty commissioner, Wok-
ha, K Mhathung Tsanglao 
stated that LLC would be 
beneficial not only for the 
club members and stu-
dents but also the public 
in general. Tsanglao inau-
gurated the LLC at GHSS 
Chukitong and Jawahar 
Navodaya V idyalaya 
Chukitong on August 31. 

Exhorting the stu-
dents, he urged upon 
them to protect and im-
prove the environment 
against global warming. 
He stated that protecting 
government properties is 
also an important funda-
mental duties for all the 
citizens.

Judicial magistrate first 
class cum WDLSA secre-
tary, Seyielenuo Mezhü, 
in her keynote address, 
asserted that ignorance 
of law and lack of legal 
awareness creates many 

problems in the society. 
She therefore said as a 
responsible citizen one 
must be equipped with 
the basic laws of the coun-
try. Towards this end, she 
stated that legal literacy 
clubs were established in 
the district. 

The objectives of set-
ting up legal literacy clubs 
was to train the members 
by the legal services in var-
ious legal aspects to create 
awareness on concern 
such as human trafficking, 
labour laws, Pocso Act, 
child rights, anti ragging to 
name a few. Secondly, the 
clubs were set up to iden-
tify the people in need of 
legal awareness and legal 
aid, and thirdly to estab-
lish a link for the people in 
need of legal assistance to 
the district legal services 
authority. 

WDLSA also facilitated 
the three schools with a 
computer set for the serv-
ices of the LLC and further 
assured  basic facilities like 
computer tables, book 
shelves and chairs within 
a couple of weeks.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council (DMC) directed that all 
the pigs/swine to be slaughtered for hu-
man consumption should be performed 
only from the authorised modern slaugh-
ter house established by the council at 
Old Khatkhati Road, Burma Camp, with 
effect from September 1.

DMC notification issued by the ad-
ministrator, Moa Sangtam, on August 31 
stated that all the meat shops should avail 
trade license by following strict guide-
lines by DMC.

The guidelines were issued as per the 
directives of the Supreme Court relating 
to enforcement of slaughter house rules 
and prevention of cruelty to animals 
(Slaughter House Act).

The same was enforced upon during 
the coordination meeting dated August 
24 held in its office premises on centrali-

sation of pig slaughter.
The notification stated that all meat 

shops should be upgraded or modern-
ised to provide safe healthy and hygienic 
meat to consumers. It further warned 
that heavy penalty and imprisonment 
would be initiated against anyone failing 
to comply with the notification.

Meanwhile, in pursuance to the 
meeting resolution held on August 24, 
DMC has revised the rate of pork. Accord-
ing to the revised rate, wholesale rate of 
pork has been fixed at INR 150 per kg and 
the dressed (retail sale) at INR 220 per kg.

Stating that the above prescribed rate 
is the maximum amount fixed by DMC, 
all butchers are directed to provide qual-
ity and hygienic meat to the customers. 
DMC further warned that appropriate ac-
tion would be taken as per norms against 
anyone failing to comply with the order.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Peren unit of the RMSA 
teachers’ association 
has extended ‘unflinch-
ing support’ to the cause 
taken up by the Nagaland 
RMSA Teachers’ Associa-
tion 2016 for equal treat-
ment to all centrally spon-
sored schemes.  

In a press note, RMSA 
Peren unit has questioned 
relevance on the part of 
the state government in 
demanding the teachers 
to go on working without 
salary for five months. 

“The Supreme Court 
has given an order that 
there should be equal pay 
for equal work. Are we 
backdoor appointees? Or 
is our service not to our 

own people?” questioned 
the association to the state 
government.

The association further 
questioned the state gov-
ernment why the RMSA 
teachers were discrimi-
nated from the others, 
whereas they have un-
dergone written and viva 
voice tests like any other 
competitive examinations 
to the satisfaction of the 
state government. 

“Why is the govern-
ment forcing us against 
our own will to accept de-
duction of salary? This 
maybe the first time in 
the history of Nagaland or 
even India that a govern-
ment servant is forced 
to accept deducted sal-

ary with the threat that 
the consequences will be 
termination (sic)” the re-
leased stated.

“It is sad to see our gov-
ernment, who speaks of 
quality education all the 
time yet care so little about 
our problems and hard-
ships. NRMSATA Peren 
unit will stand by with the 
central forum with every 
strength left in us. We will 
fight till the last until jus-
tice is delivered to us,” it 
affirmed. 

The association has 
urged upon every right 
thinking citizens of Naga-
land to stand with them at 
this point of time of crisis 
when they are suppressed 
by the government.

Dimapur, August  31 
(EMN): The death of a 
Naga lad, Ipebuing Riame, 
at Mambalam Railway 
line in Chennai on August 
29, was ascertained to be 
a case of negligence ac-
cording to a post-mortem 
report on Friday. 

In the latest updates, 
president of Zeliangrong 
Students’ Union Chennai 
(ZSUC), Jangdim Gondai-
mai, told Eastern Mirror 
that a post-mortem was 
conducted at 10 am on 
August 31 at Rajiv Gan-
dhi Hospital in Chennai 
under the case forwarded 
by Mambalam Railway 
Police Station. The post-
mortem result confirmed 
that Riame fell off from a 
moving train during which 
he was hit by a post/pillar 
that led to his death. The 
result was in sync with 
the investigation which 
claimed the same reason 
as the cause for his death.

The president  in-
formed that after the post-
mortem, the body was 
shifted to Madras Medical 
College, where embalming 
was done and the body 
was discharged at 4:45 pm. 
Gondaimai stated that do-

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
State governor, PB Ach-
arya, has suggested consti-
tuting Governor’s Award of 
INR 1 lakh to hardworking 
and committed agriculture 
entrepreneurs in the state. 

The idea struck Ach-
arya after meeting Lucy 
Ngully Thomas, an edu-
cated agricultural entre-
preneur, at police guest 
house, Chumukedima, 
on August 29. Governor 
said he would meet the 
officials from horticulture 
department and discuss 
the issue so that entre-
preneurs in the likes of 
Lucy are encouraged and 
acknowledged.

Acharya, who is a keen 
advocate of organic fruits 
and vegetables, was im-
pressed with the hard-
working and commitment 
of Lucy Ngully Thomas, 
proprietor of dream drag-
on fruit farm. He lauded 
Lucy for taking up farming 
with dedication and being 
the only dragon fruit culti-
vator on commercial basis 
from the entire Northeast. 

After learning about 
the health benefits of the 
fruit, the governor encour-
aged all marginal farm-
ers to plant at least three 
dragon fruit vines. 

Sharing her experienc-
es as a farmer, Lucy Ngullie 
Thomas, an Arts graduate, 
told the governor that her 
passion towards farm-
ing made her to take up 
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the year 2010. She said 
the total number of in-
country adoption from 
April 2010 till date is 110, 
while the total number of 
inter-country adoption 
since 2015 till date is 10. 
She added that most of the 
adopting parents are local 
Naga parents.

Sarah also highlight-
ed on the aim of video 
and radio jingles, which 
would create awareness 
and knowledge among the 
multi-stakeholders and 
the public to have a better 
understanding on the con-
cept of legal adoption and 
to address issues related to 
adoption that might arise.

The various allied de-
partment participants 
included health and fam-
ily welfare, police depart-
ment, judiciary- legal serv-
ice authority, DIPR, labour 
department, state resource 
centre for women, statu-
tory bodies (SCPCR, child 
welfare committee, juve-
nile justice board, child-
line, governing body of 
SARA), specialised adop-
tion agency and child care 
institutions, district child 
protection unit.

Making presentation 
on adoption, director of 
child protection services, 
Chubainla Jamir, pointed 
out that the district child 

protection unit identifies 
orphans, abandoned and 
surrendered children in 
the district level and get 
them legally free for adop-
tion by the child welfare 
committee (CWC) with 
the help of specialised 
adoption agency (SAA) 
and childcare institutions 
(CCI).

Informing that there 
are more than 60 child-
care institutions which 
are linked to the special-
ised adoption agencies, 
she said Nagaland is one 
of the first states in India 
to start linkage cases of 
adoption. She stated that 
with the interventions 

and initiatives taken by 
the SARA, some children 
under the childcare in-
stitutions were restored 
with their biological par-
ents, while children with-
out proper parental who 
were at risk of landing 
up in children homes or 
as domestic helpers put 
under non-institutional 
care services, and several 
trafficked victims were 
rescued and repatriated. 
She also stated that SAAs 
in Nagaland, with the help 
of SARA, is providing care, 
support and counselling 
to the mothers especially 
young girls to give their 
children for adoption in-
stead of aborting them. 
She added that 85% of 
adoption in Nagaland was 
local Naga parents.

She further apprised 
that one can adopt from 
adoption agencies like 
Radiant Educational So-
ciety (SAA); Kohima Or-
phanage and Destitute 
Home (SAA); John 3:16 
(SAA) Mon; Wondang-Ki 
Charitable Foundation 
(SAA), Dimapur.

A DIPR report stated 
that advisor of department 
social welfare, Noke Wang-
nao, launched the video 
and radio jingles. The pro-
gramme was chaired by 
secretary of social welfare 
department and chair-
person of child protection 
services, Sarah R Ritse.  

dragon fruit cultivation 
since 2013. 

Explaining on the nu-
merous medicinal values 
of dragon fruits besides 
high returns, Lucy felt that 
more farmers should take 
up dragon fruit cultiva-
tion. She said Dimapur is 
the best place for cultivat-
ing the fruit. 

She informed that In-
dia produces just 1 percent 

of the fruit and for which 
it becomes expensive 
when it reaches the mar-
ket. Blessed with fertile 
land and perfect climate, 
Lucy felt that Naga farmers 
need to cultivate the fruit 
as it has very high medici-
nal values as well as high 
market demand.

Lucy handed over a 
box of her fruits to the 
governor.

nations of INR 60, 000 was 
collected from the Zelian-
grong people and that the 
body would be send to-
morrow morning by flight 
from Chennai to Guwahati.

“It is the humble re-
quest of the ZSUC to our 
people back home to 
kindly ensure that anyone 
coming to Chennai has 
proper care taker residing 
in Chennai so that these 
things can be avoided in 
the future,” Gondaimai 
remarked.

Mentioning that many 
illiterate Zeliangrong 
people keep coming to 

Chennai for employment, 
Gondaimai said many of 
them couldn’t even speak 
English and they get em-
ployed in spas, beauty par-
lours, massage parlours, 
restaurants, etc. 

“They reside in Chen-
nai without even register-
ing their names with the 
union. Only when unfor-
tunate incidents happen 
they run towards the union 
for help. Since September 
2017, four persons have 
already died and I know it 
will happen again. So it is 
good to spread awareness 
to the people back home 

that cities are not always 
the answer to healthy life, 
it could be worse,” the 
president maintained.

It may be recalled that 
a Naga boy in his 20s iden-
tified as Ipebuing Riame 
was found dead at Mam-
balam railway line by 
Chennai police on August 
29. Initially it was believed 
that he might have died 
after being hit by a passing 
train which was refuted on 
Friday. He came to Chen-
nai this year in the month 
of January and had been 
working in a restaurant 
until that fateful day.  



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, September 1, 2018

PTI

Indian Air Force (IAF) personnel rescue people marooned on an island in the swollen Siang River in the East 
Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh on Friday, Aug 31. 

EM Images
N Biren Singh being felicitated during the ASI council meet in Imphal on Fri. Aug. 31.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1926SUD0KU 1766
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1925

ACROSS
1. Large brass instruments
6. Pertaining to Siam
10. Vipers
14. Vigilant
15. Cincinnati’s baseball team
16. Mirth or delight
17. Sew with large, loose stitches
18. By mouth
19. Absorb written material
20. Unwrap
22. Each
24. Individual thing
25. Door signaler
26. Keg
29. Troughs for bricks
30. Mountain range in Kirghiz
31. Tailor
37. Highest mountain in Canada
39. Pen-point
40. Thin membranes between 

cavities
41. Significant
44. Predisposition
45. Nut that flavors some soft 

drinks
46. Constructs
48. Jack Dempsey’s first boxing 

nickname “Kid _______”
52. Welt
53. Cowboy competitions
54. Tavern patrons
58. In bed
59. Indebted
61. Last
62. Valley
63. Spouse
64. Prefix meaning “Within”
65. Mineral-bearing rocks
66. Spotted
67. Intense pain 
DOWN
1. Forbidden
2. ____ Bator, Mongolia
3. ____ Truman, former First 

Lady

4. Pertaining to the legend of 
Camelot

5. “Tristram Shandy” writer 
Laurence ______ (1713-1768)

6. Freshwater fish
7. Group of cattle
8. Government computer language
9. Pieces of land surrounded by water
10. _____ulture = farming
11. Smooth and glossy
12. Tranquility 
13. Passover meal
21. Lubricates

23. Piers or supports
25. Dried seaweed eaten as food
26. Fragrant ointment
27. Found in skin lotions
28. Traditional Hindu music
29. City in northern Israel
32. Coax or cajole (archaic)
33. Revolting
34. Heroic
35. Immediately (medical)
36. Impudence
38. Town in central Honshu, Japan
42. Harmful or noxious

43. Look lasciviously
47. An African palm tree
48. Cheer
49. Of a lobe
50. Female name from the Germanic 

word meaning “Noble”
51. Yields
52. Walked into water
54. French for “Dumb”
55. Expressing direction
56. Deservedly receive
57. Kill
60. Path

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1765

As Siang swells, 19 airlifted from marooned 
areas in Arunachal, 200 rescued in Assam

Associations of Surgeons of 
India meet held in Manipur

Menstrual hygiene management programme launched in Sivasagar

Itanagar/Guwahati, Aug. 
31 (PTI): As many as 19 
people were today airlifted 
by the Air Force from a 
flooded Arunachal Pradesh 
island, while over 200 oth-
ers were rescued by disas-
ter response teams from 
Assam’s Dhemaji district as 
the Siang river, originating 
from China, continued to 
swell due to heavy rains.

Siang river, known as 
Tsangpo in China, flows 
downstream upon enter-
ing India to join the Brah-
maputra.

The 19 rescued people - 
cattle-herders from Assam 
- were stranded for over 24 
hours in East Siang district 
of Arunachal. The IAF op-
eration followed a request 
by the district administra-
tion, East Siang DC Tamiyo 
Tatak said.

Arunachal Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu per-
sonally monitored the 
evacuation operation from 
Itanagar, the DC said, add-
ing Lok Sabha MP Ninong 
Ering and Pasighat West 
MLA Tatung Jamoh along 
with police and locals 
helped in rescuing the cat-
tle.

The other 200, who 

were rescued by personnel 
of National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) and 
State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF), had gone to 
Dhemaji, near East Siang, 
for farming activities.

All of them, includ-
ing children, have been 
brought to safety, sources 
in the Dhemaji administra-
tion said.

According to a Chinese 
government report, Tsang-
po was in spate because of 
heavy rains. The various 

GD (gauge and discharge) 
stations on the Tsangpo 
had observed a discharge 
of 9,020 cumec water on 
Wednesday, officials there 
said.

The administrations of 
East Siang and bordering 
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur and 
Dibrugarh in Assam had 
sounded alerts yesterday 
following rise in water level 
in Siang.

Over 1,000 families liv-
ing along the river have 
been affected at Mebo area 

in East Siang, Arunachal 
MLA Lombo Tayeng said.

Informing that 15 fami-
lies of Seram-Ramku vil-
lage lost their homes as the 
flood water came gushing 
in, he said most of the in-
habitants on the left bank 
had been rescued to safe 
places.

Tayeng said Rs 1 lakh 
each will be provided for 
their rehabilitation.

He also sent a report to 
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju 
for needful action, besides 

requesting him to facilitate 
visit of an inter-ministerial 
central team to assess the 
situation.

In a circular, the East 
Siang DC cautioned peo-
ple against venturing into 
Siang River for fishing and 
swimming.

According to sources in 
the Central Water Commis-
sion (CWC), the Siang river 
has become turbid.

In Lakhimpur and Di-
brugarh districts of As-
sam, the administrations 
have taken precautionary 
measures in view of a CWC 
warning, which predicted 
an “unprecedented” rise 
in the water level of Brah-
maputra, official sources 
said.

The Inland Waterways 
department has been 
asked to keep boats ready 
for rescuing people from 
riverine and other vulner-
able areas, if need be, they 
said.

The administration 
has also instructed its of-
ficials to keep the army, 
paramilitary forces ready to 
reach out to the marooned 
people and stock food 
and medicine supplies for 
emergency situations.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Executive council meet of 
Associations of Surgeons 
of India (ASI) was held at a 
hotel in Imphal on Friday.

Manipur Chief Minis-
ter N Biren Singh, Presi-
dent Dr Dilip Gode of As-
sociations of Surgeons of 
India (ASI) and the state 
Chief Secretary Dr J Suresh 
Babu attended the inau-
gural session as the chief 
guest, functional president 
and guest of honour re-
spectively.

Speaking on the oc-
casion Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh urged the ASI 
to examine ways so that 
smaller states like Ma-
nipur can also become 
a full-fledged member 
of ASI so that surgeons 
from Manipur are also 
adequately represented 

in the association at the 
national level.

ASI Manipur State 
Chapter is not a full-
fledged member of the 
Executive Council of ASI 
but a co-opted member 
because of lack of number 
of members.

Stating that ASI with 
nearly 20,000 members is 
an organisation with great 
responsibilities, he said 
the surgeons are the most 
gifted and most daring of 
the different specialities 
in the world of medicine. 
To be able to open living 
human bodies and cure 
them of difficult diseases 
is no less than a divine gift, 
he observed.

Expressing happiness 
to learn that ASI Manipur 
State Chapter is doing ex-
cellent work, he said the 
surgeons along with the 

Association of Minimal 
Access Surgeons of India, 
conducted free surgery 
camp in Tamenglong, the 
remotest district head-
quarters of the state re-
cently wherein 53 opera-
tions including key-hole 
surgeries were done in two 
days for the first time in 
the district.

Informing about the 
salubrious climate and 
scenic beauty of the state, 
the chief minister asked 
the participants of the 
meeting coming from dif-
ferent parts of the country 
to spare some time and 
take the opportunity to 
visit tourist places and 
Indo-Myanmar border 
town Moreh. ASI Presi-
dent Dr Dilip Gode and 
Chief Secretary Dr Suresh 
Babu also spoke on the 
occasion.

Arms dealer arrested in Manipur
Our Correspondent

Imphal, Aug. 31 (EMN): A 
combined team of  Thoubal 
district police comman-
dos and 6 Assam Rifles, 
arrested an illegal arms 
dealer while conducting 
frisking and checking oper-
ations at Lilong Bazaar near 
the bridge on Wednesday 
around 6.30 pm, according 
to a press release.

“During the frisking 
and checking, an illegal 
arms dealer Md Amzad 
Khan alias Abdul Noo (26) 
son of Md Abdul Samad of 
Lilong Dam Makha, Athou-
kang was arrested along 
with a recovery of a 9 mm 
pistol made in Italy with 
one magazine and a maruti 
swift (MN02B/9821) silky 
silver colour were seized 
from his possession,” says 

PRO of Manipur Police 
department in a release on 
Thursday.

“A case has been regis-
tered at Lilong Police Sta-
tion and investigation is 
going on,” it said.

Meanwhile a combined 
team of Imphal East dis-
trict police commandos 
and 6 Assam Rifles arrested 
a member of the banned 
Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup 
during a cordon and search 
risking and operation at 
Bashikhong Bazaar near 
market, the release added.

The arrested individ-
ual was one Pebam Robin 
Singh alias Meiraba(35) 
son of Naba Singh of Napet 
Palli Maning Leikai, it said. 
A case has been registered 
at Irilbung police station 
and investigation is going.

Sivasagar, Aug. 31 (PTI): 
To address absenteeism 
among girl students due 
to menstruation and 
dropping out of schools 
after attaining puberty, 
the first of its kind men-
strual hygiene manage-
ment programme has 
been launched by the 
Sivasagar district admin-
istration in Assam.

In the first phase of 
the project, 17 schools, 
including four co-ed in-
stitutions and Sibsagar 

Girls’ College, will have 
sanitary vending ma-
chines and incinerators 
to dispose napkins in a 
hygienic manner.

State Power minister 
Topon Kumar Gogoi in-
augurated the project at 
an institution at Yuvadol 
in Sivasagar on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Gogoi said, “Times 
are changing and the 
Sivasagar district admin-
istration’s step towards 
menstrual hygiene man-

agement is a testimony 
of that.

The subject of men-
struation has been dis-
cussed in our state As-
sembly and funds have 
been allocated in the 
budget.

“But we have to create 
awareness in the commu-
nity and Sivasagar district 
can be a role model for 
other districts to follow.”

The project would 
also see the formation of 
WASH groups in all these 

schools and college with 
a nodal teacher, who 
would be the torch bear-
er in percolating good 
habits of safe and hygi-
enic disposal practices, 
removal of social taboos 
and other related sani-
tation issues, the Dep-
uty Commissioner of 
Sivasagar, Pallav Gopal 
Jha said.

The project, ‘Sakhi: A 
ray of hope’, is being sup-
ported by oil major ONGC 
under its CSR activity and 

is in consonance with the 
objectives of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission.

Executive Director of 
ONGC, Assam Asset, S D 
Maske said, through this 
project, the oil major 
has joined hands with 
the Sivasagar district 
administration and the 
UNICEF for easy acces-
sibility and affordabil-
ity of sanitary napkins 
for girls, especially from 
economically under-
privileged families.

GM of NF Railway to hold discussion with all MPs
Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): Under the 
instruction issued by Union Minister of 
Railways Piyush Goyal, General Manager 
of N.F. Railway is scheduled to hold dis-
cussion with the Members of Parliament 
during the month of September.

The chief public relations officer, NF 
Railway in Maligaon issued a press release 
on Friday stating that the railway minister 
had personally written to all Members 
of Parliament of Rajya Sabha and Lok 
Sabha to attend these meeting and offer 
their suggestions on railway related issues 
pertaining to their states and constituen-
cies. By this, the railway intends to make 
its policy making more inclusive so that 

the needs of the local people are accorded 
paramount importance.

The press release also stated that dis-
cussion are planned to be held with local 
MPs in Rangiya, Tinsukia, Alipuduar, Kati-
har, and Lumding Division on September 
7, 12, 18, 24, and 28 September. 

It is to be mentioned that railway 
already has systems in place like DRUCC 
(Divisional Railway Users Consultative 
Committee) and ZRUCC (Zonal Railway 
Users Consultative Committee) which 
meet regularly for deliberations and ex-
change of views on various issues pertain-
ing to passenger amenities, cleanliness, 
catering, and punctuality.

Case filed against Assam MLA 
for controversial remarks on NRC
Nagaon, Aug. 31 (PTI): A 
case has been filed against 
Assam BJP MLA Siladitya 
Dev for allegedly making 
controversial remarks on 
the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC).

Advocate Inamul Huda 
had filed a case in the court 
of Chief Judicial Magis-

trate in Nagaon district on 
August 29, accusing Dev of 
frequently criticising the 
NRC through the media 
and other social network-
ing platforms.

The advocate said re-
marks made by the MLA 
could affect the “age-old 
peaceful atmosphere” of 

the state.
Huda’s complaint was 

registered under various 
sections of the Informa-
tion Technology Act 2000.

The court has fixed 
September 27 as the next 
date of hearing.

Dev could not be con-
tacted for his reaction.

Post-docu theft,Bru body for 
fresh revision of electoral rolls
Aizawl, Aug. 31 (PTI): The 
newly-formed Mizoram 
Bru Displaced People’s 
Coordination Committee 
(MBDPCC) has appealed 
to the Election Commis-
sion and the Mizoram 
government to conduct 
revision of electoral rolls 
in the six relief camps in 
Tripura again.

The request followed 
a burglary at the election 
office of Mizoram’s Mamit 
district following which 
enlistment forms duly 
filled in by the displaced 
Bru people in the relief 
camps of the neighbour-
ing Tripura have gone 
missing.

The August 23 burglary 
took place two days before 
the final phase of repa-
triation of Bru families 

from Tripura to Mizoram 
started on August 25.

In a statement issued 
yesterday evening, MB-
DPCC president T Lald-
ingliana asked the poll 
panel and the Mizoram 
government officials to 
conduct revision of voters 
list expeditiously and hand 
over the electoral photo 
identity cards to the voters 
personally.

Mizoram, the last re-
maining Congress bastion 
in the northeast, is due for 
polls this December.

The MNDPCC presi-
dent condemned the theft 
of filled in election forms 
and praised the EC and 
the Mizoram government 
for conducting revision 
of voters lists in the relief 
camps earlier.

The Mizoram election 
department has conducted 
revision of voters lists of 
Bru refugees in their Tripu-
ra camps before the repa-
triation, despite opposition 
from the civil societies.

Mizoram police arrest-
ed five persons, including 
two women, in connec-
tion with the burglary. All 
of them work in the district 
election office.

Thousands of Bru refu-
gees from Mizoram fled to 
Tripura after ethnic clash-
es of 1997. The clashes 
broke out after a forest 
official was killed by Bru 
National Liberation Front 
(BNLF) militants.

Over 32,000 Bru peo-
ple have been living in six 
temporary camps in North 
Tripura district since then.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 28th August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-365/18 4123-24  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Merithung Odyuo -Vrs- M. Limhathung Odyuo resident of 
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 28.9.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Merithung Odyuo
Village/Block No: Bamunpukhuri-I, Patta No: 42
Dag No: 90, Area: 01B-00K-00Ls
North: Merithung, South: App Road, 
East: Merithung, West: Joseph Odyuo

NOTICE

D-5910

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KEHOMOLE W/o Lt. Thupusuyi Khamo, ASI, IGP (INT) Police Deptt. 
N/L, Kohima. resident of Jakhama Village, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ 
transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave encashment, NPRIS, Gratuity & 
other Service Benefits entitled. Bank A/C No. 30160061477 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. 
Who expired on 24-06-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI             Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018

KG-2778

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. NORI KALA W/o Lt. Prem Prasad Sharma chowkidar, Deptt. C.E 
Mechanical (PWD) N/L Kma.  resident of Lower officer’s Hill, Kohima  has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ 
withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension,GPF,GIS,Leave Encashment, 
Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No. 30795018725  SBI Main Branch, 
Kohima. LIC Policy No. 35009984902 SBI Life- Shubh Nivesh. Who expired on 11-07-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI          Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018

KG-2777

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated: Dimapur the 31st August 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. REV-12/2000-D/4286-87/      Notice 
is hereby given that Shri/Smti. N. Temsu Longkumer 
S/o, Lt. Nokm resident of Dimapur has reported that 
he/she had lost his/her Jamabandi/patta bearing Patta 
No.671, Dag No.1086 of Block No/Village Puranabazar, 
Area 01-04-18 which was lost or destroyed.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections 
concerning to the said land or any should be submitted 
to this Court in written on or before 31.09.18.
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
North: Arenla Toshi, South: Arenla Toshi/ J.T. Jami
East: Approach Road, West: N. Temsu LKR

NOTICE

D-5911

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA
NO.HED/HOST/1/2016 Dated:  30th August. 2018

NOTIFICATION TO ALL HOSTEL PROPRIETORS/WARDENS.
This is to inform all the hostel proprietors/wardens that the hostel forms for hostellers 
and the Hostel Eligibility Certificate for newly established hostelsthat are deemed 
fit shall be issued simultaneously for all the districts within Nagaland. Therefore, 
proprietors/wardens are requested to come and collect the hostel forms within the 
stipulated time w.e.f. 10th to 21st Sept. 2018, from the Directorate of Higher Education 
during office hours.
The Hostel proprietors/wardens are required to bring the original Hostel Eligibility 
Certificatealong with admission registerto claim the forms and certificates.

Sd/-
(KUHOLICHISHI)

DIRECTOR 
HIGHER EDUCATIONIssued by DIPR

KG
-2
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NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NO.NPSC/ADVT/NON-TECH/8/2018 Dated, Kohima, the 31st August, 2018.

ADVERTISEMENT NO. NPSC-3/2018
Applications are invited for filling up the following vacancies under the Government of 
Nagaland in the manner prescribed below:
Item No. 1 : 15 (Fifteen) posts of Extra Assistant Commissioner (Class-I Gazetted,   
  Junior Grade) under Personnel & Administrative Reforms, Department.
Item No. 2 : 1 (One) post of Employment Officer (Class-II Gazetted) under Labour &   
  Employment, Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Department.
Item No. 3 : 1(One) post of Assistant Public Relation Officer (Class-II Gazetted)   
  under Information & Public Relation, Department.
Item No. 4 : 4 (Four) posts of Excise Inspector (Class-II Gazetted) under Excise   
  Department.
Item No. 5 : 40 (Forty) posts of Secretariat Assistant (Class-III Non-Gazetted) under  
  Personnel & Administrative Reforms, Department.
Item No. 6 : 1 (One) post of Information Assistant (Class-III Non-Gazetted) under   
  Information & Public Relation, Department.
NOTE:
1. Candidates are advised to access the details and the Terms and Conditions of the 

Advertisement from the Commission’s website at www.npsc.co.in or Notice Board of the 
Commission.

2. Syllabus and pattern of exam can be downloaded from the Commission’s website.
3. Only online applications shall be accepted.
4. Candidates are advised in their own interest to apply online much before the closing 

date and not to wait till the last date to avoid the possibility of disconnection/ inability/
failure to log on to the website on account of heavy load on internet , website overload 
or link failure.

5. Candidates can apply online through the Nagaland State Portal at https://nagaland.gov.
in or through any Nagaland One Common Service Center (CSC). Details of the online 
application form, instructions to the candidates and list of operational CSCs are available 
on the Commission’s website.

6. Candidates should note down the Transaction ID of their online application form which 
will be required later for downloading Admission Certificate and for future reference.

7. Candidates requiring assistance can call up the helpdesk numbers (10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.) on working days:

 (i) NPSC Office Helpdesk : +91 8794508362
 (ii) IT&C Deptt. Helpdesk : +91 8794730015
 Email: stateportal-ngl@negp.gov.in
8. Any issue/complaints must be settled on or before the last date of submission of 

application. No complaints will be entertained thereafter.
9. The Online Application Form shall be available from 10-09-2018, 10:00 A.M   to   10-10-

2018, 12:00 Noon
10. Preliminary Examination is scheduled to be held on 10-11-2018, candidates can 

download their Admission Certificate from https://www.npsc.in w.e.f. 01-11-2018.
Sd /- KHRUPI SOTHU

Secretary,
Nagaland Public Service Commission,

KohimaKG-2776

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.20 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.6 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No.NL-01-T-7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
 Bearing Registration No. NL-01-T-7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01-T-7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd), wherein you 
have been impleaded as party respondents No.2, 3 & 4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-773

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.18 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.5 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village,
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No.NL-01/T 7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland.
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.), wherein 
you have been impleaded as party respondents No.2, 3 & 4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-774

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.22 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.7 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village,
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
 Bearing Registration No.NL-01/T 7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd.,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland.
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.), wherein 
you have been impleaded as party respondents No. 3, 4 & 5.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-775

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND    
DIRECTORATE OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT     

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
No.DRD/ESTT/RECT-1/2017 Dated Kohima,the    31st Aug’ 2018.

NOTIFICATION
In pursuance of this office Advertisment of even No. Dtd.16.11.2017,the following 
candidates whose Roll No.is  appended below , are hereby declared successful  for the 
post of LDA-Cum -Computer Asssistant (Directorate/District) under Directorate of Rural 
Development Blocks (DRDB)   Nagaland, Kohima. The selection is in order of  merit, based 
on the marks  obtained by the candidates in the written examination held on 05.08.2018 
and  Viva-voice & Computer adaptability test on 29.08.2018. Further, candidate’s Roll No. 
for the Waiting list is mentioned below.

MERIT LIST :

WAITING LIST :

Sl.No Roll No

1 1364

2 1181

3 1149

4 49

Sl.No Roll No

1 1213

2 1266

Sl.No Roll No

5 1186

6 2224

7 1298

8 2226

Physically handycapped 

BT  
BT  

Note : The selected candidates are required to submit their acceptance letter  to the 
undersigned ,within 7(seven) days from the date of issue of this notification, failing which 
it will be deemed that the selected candidates have not accepted the offer and the post 
shall be offered to the candidate(s) in the waiting list.

Sd/-
(Imlimeren Jamir)

Director
Rural Development Blocks

Nagaland, Kohima
KG-2775

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 28th August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-365/18 4123-24  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Merithung Odyuo -Vrs- M. Limhathung Odyuo resident of 
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 28.9.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Merithung Odyuo
Village/Block No: Bamunpukhuri-I, Patta No: 42
Dag No: 90, Area: 01B-00K-00Ls
North: Merithung, South: App Road, 
East: Merithung, West: Joseph Odyuo

NOTICE

D-5910

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KEHOMOLE W/o Lt. Thupusuyi Khamo, ASI, IGP (INT) Police Deptt. 
N/L, Kohima. resident of Jakhama Village, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ 
transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave encashment, NPRIS, Gratuity & 
other Service Benefits entitled. Bank A/C No. 30160061477 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. 
Who expired on 24-06-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI             Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018

KG-2778

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. NORI KALA W/o Lt. Prem Prasad Sharma chowkidar, Deptt. C.E 
Mechanical (PWD) N/L Kma.  resident of Lower officer’s Hill, Kohima  has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ 
withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension,GPF,GIS,Leave Encashment, 
Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No. 30795018725  SBI Main Branch, 
Kohima. LIC Policy No. 35009984902 SBI Life- Shubh Nivesh. Who expired on 11-07-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI          Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018

KG-2777

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated: Dimapur the 31st August 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. REV-12/2000-D/4286-87/      Notice 
is hereby given that Shri/Smti. N. Temsu Longkumer 
S/o, Lt. Nokm resident of Dimapur has reported that 
he/she had lost his/her Jamabandi/patta bearing Patta 
No.671, Dag No.1086 of Block No/Village Puranabazar, 
Area 01-04-18 which was lost or destroyed.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections 
concerning to the said land or any should be submitted 
to this Court in written on or before 31.09.18.
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
North: Arenla Toshi, South: Arenla Toshi/ J.T. Jami
East: Approach Road, West: N. Temsu LKR

NOTICE

D-5911

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA
NO.HED/HOST/1/2016 Dated:  30th August. 2018

NOTIFICATION TO ALL HOSTEL PROPRIETORS/WARDENS.
This is to inform all the hostel proprietors/wardens that the hostel forms for hostellers 
and the Hostel Eligibility Certificate for newly established hostelsthat are deemed 
fit shall be issued simultaneously for all the districts within Nagaland. Therefore, 
proprietors/wardens are requested to come and collect the hostel forms within the 
stipulated time w.e.f. 10th to 21st Sept. 2018, from the Directorate of Higher Education 
during office hours.
The Hostel proprietors/wardens are required to bring the original Hostel Eligibility 
Certificatealong with admission registerto claim the forms and certificates.

Sd/-
(KUHOLICHISHI)

DIRECTOR 
HIGHER EDUCATIONIssued by DIPR

KG
-2
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NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NO.NPSC/ADVT/NON-TECH/8/2018 Dated, Kohima, the 31st August, 2018.

ADVERTISEMENT NO. NPSC-3/2018
Applications are invited for filling up the following vacancies under the Government of 
Nagaland in the manner prescribed below:
Item No. 1 : 15 (Fifteen) posts of Extra Assistant Commissioner (Class-I Gazetted,   
  Junior Grade) under Personnel & Administrative Reforms, Department.
Item No. 2 : 1 (One) post of Employment Officer (Class-II Gazetted) under Labour &   
  Employment, Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Department.
Item No. 3 : 1(One) post of Assistant Public Relation Officer (Class-II Gazetted)   
  under Information & Public Relation, Department.
Item No. 4 : 4 (Four) posts of Excise Inspector (Class-II Gazetted) under Excise   
  Department.
Item No. 5 : 40 (Forty) posts of Secretariat Assistant (Class-III Non-Gazetted) under  
  Personnel & Administrative Reforms, Department.
Item No. 6 : 1 (One) post of Information Assistant (Class-III Non-Gazetted) under   
  Information & Public Relation, Department.
NOTE:
1. Candidates are advised to access the details and the Terms and Conditions of the 

Advertisement from the Commission’s website at www.npsc.co.in or Notice Board of the 
Commission.

2. Syllabus and pattern of exam can be downloaded from the Commission’s website.
3. Only online applications shall be accepted.
4. Candidates are advised in their own interest to apply online much before the closing 

date and not to wait till the last date to avoid the possibility of disconnection/ inability/
failure to log on to the website on account of heavy load on internet , website overload 
or link failure.

5. Candidates can apply online through the Nagaland State Portal at https://nagaland.gov.
in or through any Nagaland One Common Service Center (CSC). Details of the online 
application form, instructions to the candidates and list of operational CSCs are available 
on the Commission’s website.

6. Candidates should note down the Transaction ID of their online application form which 
will be required later for downloading Admission Certificate and for future reference.

7. Candidates requiring assistance can call up the helpdesk numbers (10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.) on working days:

 (i) NPSC Office Helpdesk : +91 8794508362
 (ii) IT&C Deptt. Helpdesk : +91 8794730015
 Email: stateportal-ngl@negp.gov.in
8. Any issue/complaints must be settled on or before the last date of submission of 

application. No complaints will be entertained thereafter.
9. The Online Application Form shall be available from 10-09-2018, 10:00 A.M   to   10-10-

2018, 12:00 Noon
10. Preliminary Examination is scheduled to be held on 10-11-2018, candidates can 

download their Admission Certificate from https://www.npsc.in w.e.f. 01-11-2018.
Sd /- KHRUPI SOTHU

Secretary,
Nagaland Public Service Commission,

KohimaKG-2776

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.20 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.6 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No.NL-01-T-7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
 Bearing Registration No. NL-01-T-7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01-T-7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd), wherein you 
have been impleaded as party respondents No.2, 3 & 4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-773

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.18 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.5 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village,
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No.NL-01/T 7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland.
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.), wherein 
you have been impleaded as party respondents No.2, 3 & 4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-774

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION (C) No.22 (K) of 2018 in
MAC APEAL No.7 (K) of 2018.

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
   ………. Applicant
 Versus

1. Shri. Teso Rase,
R/o Viswema Village,
Kohima; Nagaland.
(Owner of vehicle (Gypsy)
 Bearing Registration No.NL-01/T 7684)

2. Shri. Zakariya Ahmed
R/o Thoubal, Manipur
(Driver of vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684)

3. The Divisional Manager,
National Insurance Co. Ltd.,
Divisional Office,
Dimapur, Nagaland.
(Insurer of Vehicle (Gypsy)
Bearing Registration No. NL-01/T 7684
   …………Respondents

Please take notice that the above referred case has been filed 
by the appellant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.), wherein 
you have been impleaded as party respondents No. 3, 4 & 5.

You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 
19.09.2018 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed under the Order of this Court on this the 
24th day of August, 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland

NOTICE

DG-775

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND    
DIRECTORATE OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT     

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
No.DRD/ESTT/RECT-1/2017 Dated Kohima,the    31st Aug’ 2018.

NOTIFICATION
In pursuance of this office Advertisment of even No. Dtd.16.11.2017,the following 
candidates whose Roll No.is  appended below , are hereby declared successful  for the 
post of LDA-Cum -Computer Asssistant (Directorate/District) under Directorate of Rural 
Development Blocks (DRDB)   Nagaland, Kohima. The selection is in order of  merit, based 
on the marks  obtained by the candidates in the written examination held on 05.08.2018 
and  Viva-voice & Computer adaptability test on 29.08.2018. Further, candidate’s Roll No. 
for the Waiting list is mentioned below.

MERIT LIST :

WAITING LIST :

Sl.No Roll No

1 1364

2 1181

3 1149

4 49

Sl.No Roll No

1 1213

2 1266

Sl.No Roll No

5 1186

6 2224

7 1298

8 2226

Physically handycapped 

BT  
BT  

Note : The selected candidates are required to submit their acceptance letter  to the 
undersigned ,within 7(seven) days from the date of issue of this notification, failing which 
it will be deemed that the selected candidates have not accepted the offer and the post 
shall be offered to the candidate(s) in the waiting list.

Sd/-
(Imlimeren Jamir)

Director
Rural Development Blocks

Nagaland, Kohima
KG-2775
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Banks to remain open 
in Sept first week – 
Finance Ministry

Extended IT 
returns filing 
deadline 
ends

ASUS launches new ZenBook series

Coca Cola to buy coffee 
chain Costa for $5.1 billion

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (IANS): 
The Finance Ministry on 
Friday took notice of a ru-
mour on social media about 
closure of banks for six days 
in the first week of Septem-
ber and clarified that the 
banks and banking activity 
will continue unimpeded in 
the week.

“It has come to notice 
that a rumour is circulating 
in several sections of the 
social media that banks will 
be closed for 6 days in the 
first week of September 2018, 
causing undue panic among 
the general public,” the Min-
istry said in a statement.

“It is hereby clarified that 
banks will remain open and 
banking activity will continue 
unimpeded in the first week 
of September,” it said.

The Ministry said banks 
will remain open during the 
week, observing holidays 

only on Sunday, Septem-
ber 2, and second Saturday, 
September 8. Monday, Sep-
tember 3, is not a pan India 
holiday and banks only in 
some states where a holiday 
is declared under the Negoti-
able Instruments Act, 1881, 
will remain closed, it said.

“Even on those days, 
ATMs in all states will be fully 
functional and there will be 
no impact on online bank-
ing transactions. Banks have 

been advised to ensure that 
sufficient cash is available 
for dispensation from ATMs. 
Banks will remain open on all 
other days,” it added.

The rumour on social 
media, particularly a What-
sApp message that went viral 
on Thursday, even prompted 
some mainstream media to 
report accordingly. However, 
the IANS report on Thursday 
stated exactly what the Min-
istry said on Friday.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (IANS): 
Over five crore income-tax 
returns have been filed ahead 
of the extended August 31 
deadline this year, officials 
said on Friday. While over 
three crore returns were filed 
during the corresponding 
period last year, the figure 
has already crossed the five 
crore mark till August 30.

The number still falls 
short of the total 6.84 crore 
income tax returns filed dur-
ing the whole Financial Year 
2017-18 till March 31.

The present surge, ana-
lysts said, could be because 
of the penalty clause intro-
duced from assessment year 
(AY) 2018-19 under which 
filing returns after the August 
31 deadline will attract a pen-
alty of up to Rs 10,000. 

With the end of the dead-
line on Aug 31, return filing 
till December 31 will attract a 
penalty of Rs.5,000 which will 
double in cases of filing done 
till March 31, 2019. However, 
if the total income is upto Rs. 
5 lakh, then the maximum 
penalty is only Rs. 1,000. 

The official said since 
the deadline is the midnight 
of August 31, the figure is 
expected to rise further as 
many people file their re-
turns till the last moment and 
even later. 

The deadline for filing 
the returns was extended last 
month for salaried individu-
als and those with business 
or professional income not 
requiring an audit to August 
31 from July 31.

London, Aug. 31 (IANS): The 
Coca Cola Company on Fri-
day said it will buy British 
coffee shop chain Costa for 
$5.1 billion, diversifying fur-
ther from its soft drink roots, 
according to a Dow Jones 
report. Founded in London 
in 1971, Costa, a rival to Star-
bucks Corporation in the UK, 
has nearly 4,000 stores in 32 
countries and also sells cof-
fee in grocery shops and gas 
stations. 

Coke said the purchase 
would give it a strong posi-
tion in coffee across parts of 
Europe, Asia and the Middle 
East. It already sells some 
coffee products and owns the 
Georgia brand in Japan, Efe 
news reported.  Coffee has 
recently been a hot industry 
for M&A. Nestle SA earlier 
in 2018 bought the rights to 
sell Starbucks in grocery and 

San Francisco, Aug. 31 (IANS): Taiwan-
ese electronics major ASUS on Friday 
launched “ZenBook 13” (UX333), “Zen-
Book 14” (UX433) and “ZenBook 15” 
(UX533). The new redesigned series of 
thin and light laptops also mark the de-
but of a frame-less “NanoEdge” display 
with ultraslim bezels on all four sides and 
up to 95 per cent screen-to-body ratio.

All devices are torture-tested to 

military-grade reliability standards, 
with demanding tests that include 
environmental extremes of altitude, 
temperature and humidity, in addition 
to extensive drop, shock and vibration 
testing, the company said in a statement.

The 13-inch and 14-inch models 
also include the new “NumberPad”, an 
innovative productivity enhancement 
that provides a full-size LED-illuminated 

numeric keypad built into the touchpad. 
All models feature a special 3D IR 

camera that allows fast face login using 
Windows Hello, even in low-light envi-
ronments, the company added.

The new models come with 8th 
Generation Intel Core i7 quad-core 
CPU, NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1050 Max-
Q graphics, 16GB RAM, ultra-fast PCIe 
SSDs and gigabit-class Wi-Fi.

In view of 02 days track maintainance work at Nailalung
station the following trains will be cancelled as under :

(i) 15967 Rangiya - Dibrugarh Express will be cancelled
on 02-09-2018.

(ii) 15928 New Tinsukia - Rangiya Express will be
cancelled on 02-09-2018.



General Manager (Operations)

Inconvenience caused to the passengers is deeply regretted



retail stores for more than 
$7 billion.  TCoke is buying 
Costa from British leisure 
group Whitbread PLC, which 
also owns the Premier Inn 
hotel brand in the UK and 

Germany. 
W h i t b re a d’s  s h a re s 

soared 18 per cent in early 
trading on Friday. It said it 
expected the deal to be com-
pleted in the first half of 2019.
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Rajendra Shende  | IANS
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Officer Miglio’s Heart
BIBLE READ:   MATTHEW 18:1–10  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
See that you do not despise one of these little 
ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven 

always see the face of my Father in heaven. 
~  Matthew 18:10

Back at the police station, Officer Miglio slumped wearily against a wall. A domestic violence call had just 
consumed half his shift. Its aftermath left a boyfriend in custody, a young daughter in the emergency 
room, and a shaken mother wondering how it had come to this. This call would wear on the young officer 

for a long time.
“Nothing you could do, Vic,” said his sergeant sympathetically. But the words rang hollow. Some police 

officers seem able to leave their work at work. Not Vic Miglio. Not the tough cases like this one.
Officer Miglio’s heart reflects the compassion of Jesus. Christ’s disciples had just come to Him with a ques-

tion: “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” (Matthew 18:1). Calling a small child to Him, He 
told His disciples, “Unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven” (v. 3). Then He gave a stern warning to anyone who would harm a child (v. 6). In fact, children are so 
special to Him that Jesus told us, “Their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven” (v. 10).

How comforting, then, that Jesus’s love for children is connected to His love for us all! That’s why He invites 
us, through childlike faith, to become His sons and daughters.

Remind us always, Lord, to love children as You love them, even as we come to You with 
the trusting faith of a small child.

Our earthly families may fail us, but our heavenly Father never will.

Wheat Genome Unravelled: Can Help in Dealing With Climate Change

Myths Around Traditional Home Cleaning

India Could Reduce Emissions By 2030 — Study

I
t took the best scientific minds from 
20 nations, including India, to scale 
what is considered as the "Mt. Everest 
of the genome world".

After 13 years of painstaking effort, a 
global community of scientists has de-
coded the gigantic bread wheat genome 
(Chinese Spring variety), a feat that breed-
ers hope will help address the productivity 
and climate resilience issues, especially in 
India, which is the world's second-largest 
producer of the grain.

The group of scientists known as the 
International Wheat Genome Sequencing 
Consortium (IWGSC) published in August 
2018 a detailed description of the genome 
of bread wheat, the world's most widely 
cultivated crop. 

Wheat is the staple food of more than 
a third of the global human population 
and accounts for almost 20 percent of the 
total calories and protein consumed by 
humans worldwide, more than any other 
single food source. It also serves as an im-
portant source of vitamins and minerals, 
according to a IWGSC press release.

The reference genome provides a road-
map to improve and innovate the crop just 
like the advances that rice (Oryza sativa L.) 
had witnessed, following the unravelling 
of its genome in 2005. Rice was the first 
crop genome that was sequenced. 

"The high quality reference genome 
generated by the global community will 

help in better understanding of the basic 
biology of wheat plant and identifying 
genes underlying important traits," Kul-
deep Singh, senior molecular geneticist 
and director of National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Resources, told Mongabay-India.

This achievement will enhance the 
wheat breeders' toolbox and pave the way 
for development of wheat varieties with 
higher yields, enhanced nutritional qual-
ity, improved sustainability and varieties 
that are better adapted to climate chal-
lenges, said Singh. 

Singh (formerly with the Punjab Ag-
ricultural University), Nagendra Singh at 
ICAR-National Research Centre on Plant 
Biotechnology, New Delhi and J.P. Khura-
na at the University of Delhi, spearheaded 
the Indian effort (comprising 18 scien-
tists) to sequence chromosome 2A of the 
genome.

Wheat cultivation in India has been 
traditionally dominated by the northern 
region.

Singh explained that the major chal-
lenges to wheat productivity in future in 
India will pertain to enhancing yields by 
2050 and accelerating the breeding of cli-
mate-resilient wheat varieties. 

"One challenge is to improve its yields 
by 60-70 percent in next 32 years (by 2050) 
when India's population stabilises at 1.66 
billion. This translates to roughly two per-
cent per annum and our current rate of 
improvement is 1-1.5 percent," Singh said. 

The other aspect is developing varie-
ties which, during their growth period, can 

tolerate higher and more erratic tempera-
tures due to climate change, are resistant 
to emerging diseases and insects, require 
less water and other inputs including ma-
jor and micronutrients and are nutrition-
ally richer.

The challenge of ozone pollution
In addition, ozone pollution is also identi-
fied as a "significant challenge" to global 
food production, including wheat growth, 
in a recent multinational study led re-
searchers from the UK-based Centre for 
Ecology & Hydrology (CEH).

For the state with the highest wheat 
production, Uttar Pradesh, predicted per-
centage yield losses due to ozone were in 
the range of 15 percent to 20 percent in 
most of the wheat-producing areas.

"We show that the impact of ozone 
on wheat yield is at a comparable level to 
pressures from other stresses in some ar-
eas of India. Also, the area of highest ozone 
impacts on wheat production coincided 
with an area with high levels of heat stress 
too," CEH's Katrina Sharps and co-author 
of the study told Mongabay-India.

The authors identified practical, short-
term actions such as breeding new va-
rieties of crop that are more resilient to 
ozone, better timing of irrigation and the 
development of non-toxic agrochemicals, 
that farmers and growers can take to im-
prove crop yields.

In this regard, Kent Burkey, of the Unit-
ed States Agricultural Research Service 
(USDA-ARS) and a co-author of the ozone 

pollution study, said, knowing the wheat 
genome sequence could contribute to 
breeding more ozone resilient varieties by 
helping to identify specific genes located 
in the genome near known DNA markers 
associated with ozone tolerance.

"Manipulating the function and regu-
lation of these specific genes would be 
a targeted approach to enhance ozone 
tolerance. However, this may not be a 
straightforward process because the 
ozone-tolerance trait may involve more 
than one gene," Burkey said.

Climbing Mt. Everest
Cracking the genome itself came with its 
own set of hurdles: the enormity of the ge-
nome and its complexity. At 17 Giga bases, 
the bread wheat genome is five times as 
large as the human genome and 40 fold 
larger than the rice genome.

This is because bread wheat essentially 
is three species rolled into one, said Singh.

Bread wheat is an allopolyploid - which 
means it has evolved in nature by the nat-
ural crossing of three different but very 
closely related species, each contributing 
seven pairs of chromosomes which are re-
ferred to as A, B and D genomes, making a 
total of 21 pairs of chromosomes.

"Hence major challenges were to bring 
together larger number of countries and 
resources for undertaking this gigantic 
task. However, technological advances in 
flow cytometry-based sorting of individ-
ual chromosomes, high throughput DNA 
sequencing techniques and improved 

algorithms made it possible for the inter-
national community to achieve this task 
at a cost much lower than it was achieved 
for in human or rice genomes," Singh ex-
plained.

Adding precision to India's wheat 
breeding programme

For India, which has a robust wheat 
breeding programme and more than 500 
varieties, the genome sequence adds pre-
cision to the breeding programme.

Singh highlighted that India has dif-
ferent agroecological zones and different 
climatic conditions and therefore varieties 
suited to specific zones and climate.

"For example, we have northwestern 
plains (Punjab, Haryana, parts of Rajas-
than) that have a different variety, for east-
ern India we have a different variety and 
so on and so forth," Singh noted.

"Because of the agroecological zones 
and climate and our robust wheat breed-
ing programme we have all sorts of vari-
eties such as high input irrigation condi-
tion, rain fed conditions. So far we have 
more than 500 varieties. With the genome 
sequence, use of new technologies would 
add precision to the breeding programme 
and it makes it possible to bring together 
genes which was not possible with con-
ventional breeding," Singh elaborated.

In arrangement with Mongabay.com, a 
source for environmental news reporting 

and analysis. The views expressed in 
the article are those of Mongabay.com. 

Feedback: gopi@mongabay.com

C
ommon house cleaning methods 
may not always give you clean air to 
breathe. Combat indoor air pollution 
with smarter ways to remove hidden 

dust in surfaces and corners.
Mukesh Khare, Vice President, Society for 

Indoor Environment and Professor, IIT Delhi 
and Evan Stevens, Head of Category - Environ-
mental Control, Dyson, debunk some com-
mon house cleaning myths.
* Myth 1: Feather dusters dust
Yes they're soft and fluffy, but contrary to their 
name, feather dusters don't really do much 
than just spreading the dust around. Instead, 
a vacuum cleaner that provides several key 
features like powerful suction, versatility, a 
post-motor filter, sealed system and hygienic 
bin ejector, can be of greater help when try-
ing to get rid of dust that is visible, and also 
hidden. 
* Myth 2: Fragrant scents equal to cleanliness
To begin with, air fresheners don't really get 
rid of bad smells or odours. They simply mask 
them. However, the chemicals given off by 
scented candles and air fresheners are known 
to be a prominent indoor air pollutant. Having 
an air purifier that filters smaller ultrafine par-
ticles up to 0.1 microns and gases and VOCs 
(Volatile organic compounds) is a must if you 
are a strong user of air fresheners. 
* Myth 3: Too much vacuuming  
ruins your carpets
Generally, carpets can stand to be vacuumed 

several times a week without sustaining dam-
age. Leaving dirt in a carpet, however, actually 
breaks down fibres underneath the carpet and 
creates a breeding ground for dust mites and 
bacteria. Of course, you will need to use care 
when vacuuming delicate floor coverings, and 
also use the right attachments meant for car-
pet cleaning. 
* Myth 4: If your windows and doors are shut, 
your home is free from pollutants
Not only do outdoor pollutants and dust par-
ticles seep into your home every time a door is 
opened, or even through minor gaps present 
in your doors and windows, but your home 
itself has a whole array of indoor pollutants 
that come from cleaning agents, cooking 
fumes, indoor paints, pet dander, pollen from 
plants. It is hence advisable to use an air puri-
fier which automatically senses the pollution 
in the air and helps capture harmful gases and 
pollutants found in indoor air.
* Myth 5: Air purification relevant  
only in winters 
Air pollution is a year-long phenomenon and 
is not limited to winter months or to the north 
of India. Indoor air can be far worse and pol-
luted, adversely affecting babies/toddlers, 
senior citizens, asthma sufferers and expect-
ing moms amongst others. Air purification 
technology, hence, becomes essential to have 
a clean home all-year round, regardless of 
which part of the country you live in. 

Source: IANS

Kerala's Devastation: Why Can't We Learn From Others?

T
wenty years ago, in August 1998, 
then Chinese Prime Minister Zhu 
Rongji proposed, in a meeting of 
China's State Council, a total ban 

on logging in the forest slopes of Sichuan 
province. It was in response to the devas-
tating flood-crisis that China was facing 
in the Yangtze river basin.

That policy was enacted overnight, 
while the floods in Yangtze river were still 
at its peak and rescue operations were in 
full swing. It was just a year after the Kyo-
to Protocol on Climate Change, but Zhu 
was in no mood to analyse if that extreme 
event was due to climate change.

He cited that similar devastation had 
occurred due to Yangtze floods in 1870, 
1931 and 1954 when climate change was 
not around. Zhu declared severe punish-
ment for logging in the same meeting and 
incentivised afforestation with ambitious 
targets by 2000 and 2010.

The same month, but now 2018, In-
dia is facing the devastation in Kerala, the 
worst ever since 1924. With over 400 dead 
and a million homeless, the questions are 
gushing like the waters from the flood 
gates of its dams. Is it a natural or man-
made disaster? Is it climatic event or due 
to global warming? 

It is easy and convenient to link the 
causative chain to climate change. In-
deed, global warming has led to a rise 

in ocean and atmosphere temperatures 
(nearly one degree Celsius over pre-
industrial times) which has resulted in 
the increased frequency and intensity of 
extreme weather events over the last six 
decades.

To this extent, global warming is in-
deed responsible for higher rainfall. But 
that does not explain "extreme" and "lo-
calised" rainfall. Blaming each of such 
weather disasters on climate change has 
in reality become a way for the authori-
ties to absolve themselves from their es-
sential responsibility of preventing the 
consequential colossal damage to life, 
infrastructure and ecosystems. Unprec-
edented rainfall could not have been pre-
vented, whether it is due to global warm-
ing or not, but the resulting catastrophe 
could have been contained.

Indiscriminate logging in Kerala has 
reduced the forest cover between 1920 
and 1990 by 40 per cent, according to the 
report of Western Ghats Ecology Expert 
Panel. Nearly one million hectares of the 
forest land has been lost between 1973 
and 2016, as per an Indian Institute of 
Science report. This has reduced the soil's 
capacity to hold the mud-slides. Illegal 
mining, including that of sand and stones 
that "bank" the flood waters, is rampant 
in Kerala. Over-enthusiastic water tour-
ism has allowed the infrastructure and 
habitat to be vulnerably exposed to the 
flood waters. The uncoordinated dam-

water management has left the commu-
nities and wildlife to find their own ways 
to save their lives.
Is there way out?
There are numerous examples and initia-
tives to learn from and to participate in. 
The Global Precipitation Measurement 
(GPM) mission of NASA and the Japan 
Aerospace Agency predicted the Kerala 
floods just a few days in advance. Col-
laboration with GPM and initiating disas-
ter management measures "just-in-time" 
could still would have helped.

Switzerland (about the same size as 
Kerala) has 200 major dams as against 
Kerala's 61. Switzerland's designated 
central authority coordinates safety and 
the operation of the flood gates. Collab-
orating with Switzerland on such dam-
management and inundation-mapping 
would prepare India in future. In Kerala, 
dam safety analysis had not been done 
for any of its 61 dams.

China has now acquired huge experi-
ence in disaster and flood management; 
five most deadly floods in human history 
were all in China. Cooperation with Chi-
na would go a long way in managing and 
containing the flood damage.

The author is Chairman TERRE Policy 
Centre and former Director UNEP. The 

views expressed are personal.  
He can be contacted at shende.

rajendra@gmail.com

I
ndividual city, region and 
company commitments in 
India could reduce emissions 
to 225-255 MtCO2e/year by 

2030, more than the emissions 
generated by the country's indus-
trial processes in 2014, a new inter-
national study said on Thursday.

International cooperative ini-
tiatives could reduce emissions 
by eight to 13 percent (280-490 
MtCO2e/year) in India more than 
what it will be achieved through 
current national policies.

By 2030, global greenhouse 
gas emissions could be 1.5 to 2.2 
GtCO2e/year lower if existing sub-
national commitments are fully 
implemented, compared to what 
would be achieved through cur-
rent national policies, it said.

The study comes from Data-
Driven Yale, New Climate Institute, 
PBL Environmental Assessment 
Agency in partnership with CDP 
and is the most comprehensive as-
sessment to date of sub-national 
commitments to reduce green-
house gases.

The report "Global climate ac-
tion from cities, regions, and busi-

nesses" says action by cities, states, 
regions and business can go a long 
way towards meeting the goals of 
the Paris Climate Agreement, but 
their actions alone are not enough 
to hold global temperature in-
crease to well-below 2 degrees Cel-
sius and work towards limiting it to 
1.5 degrees.

"The potential of these com-
mitments to help the world avoid 
dangerous climate change is clear 
- the key is now to ensure that 
these commitments are really im-
plemented," said Angel Hsu, As-
sistant Professor of Environmental 
Studies at Yale-NUS College and 
Director of Data-Driven Yale.

"What our report shows is that 
many actors are signing up to take 
actions, but their ambition and 
ability to move us faster and closer 
to reach the Paris climate goals 
in time is limited. What's needed 
now is the financing, policies, and 
support to urgently realize these 
efforts," he added.

The report says by 2030, global 
greenhouse gas emissions could 
be 1.5 to 2.2 GtCO2e/year lower 
if individual commitments from 

nearly 6,000 cities, states and re-
gions and over 2,000 companies 
are fully implemented, com-
pared to what would be achieved 
through national policies that are 
currently underway.

In the US, where President 
Trump has announced his intent 
to withdraw from the Paris Agree-
ment, the full implementation of 
the reported and quantified indi-
vidual city, region, and company 
commitments could provide at 
least half (660 and 810MtCO2e/
year in 2030) of the emissions re-
ductions needed to meet Ameri-
ca's Paris pledge.

In the European Union, city, re-
gion and company commitments 
could reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 230 to 445 MtCO2e/
year, roughly equivalent to Italy's 
greenhouse gas emissions in 2016.

In China, these actions could 
reduce emissions by up to 150 Mt-
CO2e, roughly equivalent to what 
the country's industrial processes 
generated in 2014.

The report will be considered 
at next month's Global Climate 
Action Summit to be held in San 

Francisco.
This event, convened by Cali-

fornia Governor Jerry Brown, will 
showcase the climate leadership 

of states, regions, cities, busi-
nesses, investors and citizens, and 
highlight significant new commit-
ments by these actors, including 

new efforts to work together to in-
crease the impact of their actions.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your self-confi-
dence may be a bit low and you could doubt 
your abilities right now, Aries. Don’t get de-
pressed or disheartened. Your skills are ex-

cellent. Try to look at your situation objectively and 
pinpoint why you aren’t progressing in your career as 
rapidly as you’d hoped. You may be worried about mon-
ey, but know that everything will work out in the end.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you may 
feel bored and frustrated with your life’s di-
rection, Taurus. You feel buried under re-
sponsibilities, with no time left to do what 

you really want to do. You have other interests to pursue 
but no time to pursue them. It’s frustrating. You might 
want to rethink your priorities. If you’re creative about 
time management, you’ll be able to find some time.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re less opti-
mistic and energetic than usual, Gemini. Your 
mind feels sluggish - your whole body does, in 
fact. You’re either coming down with the flu or 

completely and thoroughly disheartened. This would 
be a good day to take some time off. Issues from the 
past may come back to haunt you. Perhaps you should 
address them once and for all.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may be dis-
couraged about money matters today, Can-
cer. Perhaps a raise you’d been hoping for 
didn’t come through. Perhaps a professional 

project didn’t work out as you expected. Now is the 
time to put your ingenuity to work and figure out a way 
to earn the money you need. Trust that you have the 
necessary know-how. A good opportunity awaits you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): If work is beginning 
to feel more like a burden than a joy, it may 
be time to rethink your job, Leo. Your per-
sonality is such that you need lots of room to 

stretch and grow. If you feel stifled, you know it’s time 
to find a new professional challenge. You’re fortunate 
that your skill set affords you many opportunities. 
Choose carefully!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re especially 
in tune with the environment and the people 
around you today, Virgo. Such sensitivity is 
new to you, and you aren’t exactly sure what 

to do with the myriad messages that come into your 
head, seemingly out of nowhere. Even though this is 
outside your usual experience, try to accept rather than 
analyze.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re drawn to 
public service, Libra. This desire propels 
you to volunteer your services with a group 
of some kind. You may feel a bit awkward 

at first, but your natural leadership abilities will soon 
kick in. The group will be left wondering how they ever 
managed without you. Your talent shines through once 
again. Well done!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Don’t take ev-
erything at face value today, Scorpio. Infor-
mation you receive might not be accurate. 
Someone could be repeating gossip or even 

creating it just to have something to talk about. Don’t 
take part in the discussion. Since your workload is like-
ly heavy, forego the socializing in favor of finishing the 
tasks in front of you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You may 
be feeling a bit on edge today, Sagittarius. 
Your self-confidence is shaky and you may 
feel in need of new challenges. The tedious 

tasks you have in front of you don’t inspire your imagi-
nation or creativity. Do what you can to get through 
this difficult day. Be extra kind to yourself by indulging 
in a good lunch or listening to classical music.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You and 
your mate may be experiencing some dif-
ferences of opinion. It seems you each have 
definite ideas about some of life’s fundamen-

tal values and they aren’t completely in sync. Make an 
extra effort to communicate, Capricorn. You may find 
that your values aren’t as far apart as they first seemed. 
This rift between you will soon close. Hang in there.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): It isn’t exactly 
all lightness and harmony at home today, 
Aquarius. There’s tension in the air and it 
manifests in silly family arguments. Try to 

arrange separate activities for siblings, and encourage 
your partner to eat out with friends. This is a day to give 
everyone his or her space. Tomorrow everyone will be 
happy to eat together again.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): This could be a 
particularly stressful day, Pisces. Your workload 
is heavier than ever, thanks to the increased 
responsibility you’ve taken on. The day seems 

endless, yet there aren’t enough hours to get done all that 
needs doing. Take care not to take your anxiety out on 
others. If you’re nice to them, they may even help you fin-
ish your project!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Jesse Prinz |Aeon

How Wonder Works
One emotion inspired our greatest achievements 
in science, art and religion. We can manipulate it 

– but why do we have it?

W
hen I was growing up in New 
York City, a high point of my 
calendar was the annual ar-
rival of the Ringling Brothers 

and Barnum & Bailey Circus — ‘the great-
est show on earth’. My parents endured 
the green-haired clowns, sequinned acro-
bats and festooned elephants as a kind of 
garish pageantry. For me, though, it was a 
spectacular interruption of humdrum re-
ality – a world of wonder, in that trite but 
telling phrase.

Wonder is sometimes said to be a 
childish emotion, one that we grow out 
of. But that is surely wrong. As adults, we 
might experience it when gaping at grand 
vistas. I was dumbstruck when I first saw 
a sunset over the Serengeti. We also expe-
rience wonder when we discover extraor-
dinary facts. I was enthralled to learn that, 
when arranged in a line, the neurons in a 
human brain would stretch the 700 miles 
from London to Berlin. But why? What 
purpose could this wide-eyed, slack-jawed 
feeling serve? It’s difficult to determine the 
biological function of any affect, but what-
ever it evolved for (and I’ll come to that), 
wonder might be humanity’s most impor-
tant emotion.

First, let’s be clear what we’re talking 
about. My favourite definition of wonder 
comes from the 18th-century Scottish 
moral philosopher Adam Smith, better 
known for first articulating the tenets of 
capitalism. He wrote that wonder arises 
‘when something quite new and singular 
is presented… [and] memory cannot, from 
all its stores, cast up any image that nearly 
resembles this strange appearance’. Smith 
associated this quality of experience with 
a distinctive bodily feeling — ‘that staring, 
and sometimes that rolling of the eyes, that 
suspension of the breath, and that swelling 
of the heart’.

These bodily symptoms point to three 
dimensions that might in fact be essential 
components of wonder. The first is senso-
ry: wondrous things engage our senses — 
we stare and widen our eyes. The second 
is cognitive: such things are perplexing 
because we cannot rely on past experience 
to comprehend them. This leads to a sus-
pension of breath, akin to the freezing re-
sponse that kicks in when we are startled: 
we gasp and say ‘Wow!’ Finally, wonder 
has a dimension that can be described as 
spiritual: we look upwards in veneration; 
hence Smith’s invocation of the swelling 
heart.

English contains many words related 
to this multifarious emotion. At the mild 
end of the spectrum, we talk about things 
being marvellous. More intense episodes 
might be described as stunning or aston-
ishing. At the extreme, we find experiences 
of awe and the sublime. These terms seem 
to refer to the same affect at different levels 
of intensity, just as anger progresses from 
mild irritation to violent fury, and sadness 
ranges from wistfulness to abject despair.

Smith’s analysis appears in his History 
of Astronomy (1795). In that underappreci-
ated work, he proposed that wonder is cru-
cial for science. Astronomers, for instance, 
are moved by it to investigate the night sky. 
He might have picked up this idea from 
the French philosopher René Descartes, 
who in his Discourse on the Method (1637) 
described wonder as the emotion that mo-
tivates scientists to investigate rainbows 
and other strange phenomena. In a similar 
spirit, Socrates said that philosophy be-
gins in wonder: that wonder is what leads 
us to try to understand our world. In our 
own time, Richard Dawkins has portrayed 
wonder as a wellspring from which scien-
tific inquiry begins. Animals simply act, 
seeking satiation, safety and sex. Humans 
reflect, seeking comprehension.

For a less flattering view, we turn to the 
17th-century English philosopher Francis 
Bacon, the father of the scientific method. 
He called wonder ‘broken knowledge’ — a 
mystified incomprehension that science 
alone could cure. But this mischaracterises 

science and wonder alike. Scientists are 
spurred on by wonder, and they also pro-
duce wondrous theories. The paradoxes 
of quantum theory, the efficiency of the 
genome: these are spectacular. Knowledge 
does not abolish wonder; indeed, scientific 
discoveries are often more wondrous than 
the mysteries they unravel. Without sci-
ence, we are stuck with the drab world of 
appearances. With it, we discover endless 
depths, more astounding that we could 
have imagined.

In this respect, science shares much 
with religion. Gods and monsters are 
wondrous things, recruited to explain 
life’s unknowns. Also, like science, religion 
has a striking capacity to make us feel si-
multaneously insignificant and elevated. 
Dacher Keltner, professor of psychology at 
the University of California, Berkeley, has 
found that awe, an intense form of won-
der, makes people feel physically smaller 
than they are. It is no accident that places 
of worship often exaggerate these feelings. 
Temples have grand, looming columns, 
dazzling stained glass windows, vaulting 
ceilings, and intricately decorated sur-
faces. Rituals use song, dance, smell, and 
elaborate costumes to engage our senses 
in ways that are bewildering, overwhelm-
ing, and transcendent.

Wonder, then, unites science and re-
ligion, two of the greatest human institu-
tions. Let’s bring in a third. Religion is the 
first context in which we find art. The Ve-
nus of Willendorf appears to be an idol, 
and animals on the walls of the Chauvet, 
Altamira and Lascaux caves are thought 
to have been used in shamanic rites, 
with participants travelling to imagina-
tive netherworlds in trance-like states 
under the hypnotic flicker of torchlight. 
Up through the Renaissance, art prima-
rily appeared in churches. When in the 
Middle Ages Giotto broke free from the 
constraints of Gothic painting, he did not 
produce secular art but a deeply spiritual 
vision, rendering divine personages more 
accessible by showing them in fleshy veri-
similitude. His Scrovegni Chapel in Padua 
is like a jewel-box, exploding with figures 
who breathe, battle, weep, writhe, and rise 
from the dead to meet their God beneath 
an ethereal cobalt canopy. It is, in short, a 
wonder.

When art officially parted company 
from religion in the 18th century, some 
links remained. Artists began to be de-
scribed as ‘creative’ individuals, whereas 
the power of creation had formerly been 
reserved for God alone. With the rise of 
the signature, artists could obtain cultlike 
status. A signature showed that this was 
no longer the product of an anonymous 
craftsman, and drew attention to the oc-
cult powers of the maker, who converted 
humble oils and pigments into objects of 
captivating beauty, and brought imaginary 
worlds to life. The cult of the signature is a 
recent phenomenon and yet, by promot-
ing reverence for artists, it preserves an old 
link between beauty and sanctity.

Art, science and religion are all forms of 
excess; they transcend the practical ends 

of daily life
Art museums are a recent invention, 

too. During the Middle Ages, artworks ap-
peared almost exclusively in religious con-
texts. After that, they began cropping up 
in private collections, called cabinets of 
curiosity (Wunderkammern, in German). 
These collections intermingled paintings 
and sculptures with other items deemed 
marvellous or miraculous: animal speci-
mens, fossils, shells, feathers, exotic weap-
ons, decorative books. Art was continuous 
with science — a human practice whose 
products could be compared to oddities 
found in the natural world.

This spirit dominated into the 19th 
century. The early acquisitions of the Brit-
ish Museum included everything from 
animal bones to Italian paintings. In a 
compendious book called The World of 
Wonders: A Record of Things Wonderful 
in Nature, Science, and Art (1883) we find 
entries on electric eels, luminous plants, 
volcanic eruptions, comets, salt mines, the 

Dead Sea, and dinosaur bones, casually in-
terspersed with entries on Venetian glass, 
New Zealand wood carvings, and the tomb 
of Mausolus. The founder of the circus that 
I used to attend was the showman and 
charlatan P T Barnum, who took over the 
American Museum in New York in 1841. 
There he displayed portraits of famous per-
sonages, wax statues, and a scale model of 
Niagara Falls, at the same time introducing 
enthralled crowds to the ‘Siamese’ twins 
Chang and Eng Bunker, and a little person 
dubbed General Tom Thumb. The mu-
seum was advertised on luminous posters 
proclaiming ‘the greatest show on Earth’ 
— the same show that he would eventually 
take on the road with his travelling circus. 
Today, the link between circuses and mu-
seums might be hard to fathom, but at the 
time the connection would have seemed 
quite natural. As temples of wonder, mu-
seums were showcases for oddities: a fine 
portrait, a waxwork tableau and a biologi-
cal aberration all had their place.

By the end of the century, however, sci-
ence and art had parted company. Major 
cities began opening dedicated art mu-
seums, places where people could come 
to view paintings without the distraction 
of butterfly wings, bearded ladies and de-
formed animal foetuses in jars. Nowadays, 
we don’t think of museums as houses of 
curiosity, but they remain places of won-
der. They are shrines for art, where we go 
to be amazed.

Atheist that I am, it took some time 
for me to realise that I am a spiritual per-
son. I regularly go to museums to stand in 
mute reverence before the artworks that I 
admire. Recently, I have been conducting 
psychological studies with Angelika Seidel, 
my collaborator at the City University of 
New York (CUNY), to explore this kind of 
emotional spell.

We told test subjects to imagine that the 
Mona Lisa was destroyed in a fire, but that 
there happened to be a perfect copy that 
even experts couldn’t tell from the origi-
nal. If they could see just one or the oth-
er, would they rather see the ashes of the 
original Mona Lisa or a perfect duplicate? 
Eighty per cent of our respondents chose 
the ashes: apparently we disvalue copies 
and attribute almost magical significance 
to originals. In another study, we hung re-
productions of paintings on a wall and told 
test subjects either that they were works by 
famous artists or that they were forgeries. 
The very same paintings appeared physi-
cally larger when attributed to famous art-
ists. We also found that pictures look better 
and more wondrous when they are placed 
high on a wall: when we have to look up at 
an artwork, it impresses us more.

In the mid-18th century, the philoso-
pher Edmund Burke hypothesised a con-
nection between aesthetics and fear. In a 
similar vein, the poet Rainer Maria Rilke 
proclaimed: ‘beauty is nothing but the be-
ginning of terror’. To put this association to 
the test, I, together with Kendall Eskine and 
Natalie Kacinik, psychologists at CUNY, 

recently conducted another experiment. 
First, we scared a subset of our respond-
ents by showing them a startling film in 
which a zombie jumps out on a seemingly 
peaceful country road. Then we asked all 
of our subjects to evaluate some abstract, 
geometric paintings by El Lissitzky. Those 
subjects who had been startled found the 
paintings more stirring, inspiring, interest-
ing, and moving. This link between art and 
fear relates to the spiritual dimension of 
wonder. Just as people report fear of God, 
great art can be overwhelming. It stops us 
in our tracks and demands worshipful at-
tention.

Bringing these threads together, we can 
see that science, religion and art are uni-
fied in wonder. Each engages our senses, 
elicits curiosity and instils reverence. 
Without wonder, it is hard to believe that 
we would engage in these distinctively 
human pursuits. Robert Fuller, professor 
of religious studies at Bradley University 
in Illinois, contends that it is ‘one of the 
principal human experiences that lead to 
belief in an unseen order’. In science, that 
invisible order might include microorgan-
isms and the invisible laws of nature. In 
religion, we find supernatural powers and 
divine agents. Artists invent new ways of 
seeing that give us a fresh perspective on 
the world we inhabit.

Art, science and religion appear to be 
uniquely human institutions. This sug-
gests that wonder has a bearing on human 
uniqueness as such, which in turn raises 
questions about its origins. Did wonder 
evolve? Are we the only creatures who ex-
perience it?

Descartes claimed that it was innate 
in human beings; in fact, he called it our 
most fundamental emotion. The pioneer-
ing environmentalist Rachel Carson also 
posited an inborn sense of wonder, one es-
pecially prevalent in children. An alterna-
tive possibility is that wonder is a natural 
by-product of more basic capacities, such 
as sensory attention, curiosity and respect, 
the last of which is crucial in social status 
hierarchies. Extraordinary things trigger all 
three of these responses at once, evoking 
the state we call wonder.

Other animals can experience it, too. 
The primatologist Jane Goodall was ob-
serving her chimpanzees in Gombe when 
she noticed a male chimp gesturing excit-
edly at a beautiful waterfall. He perched 
on a nearby rock and gaped at the flowing 
torrents of water for a good 10 minutes. 
Goodall and her team saw such responses 
on several occasions. She concluded that 
chimps have a sense of wonder, even spec-
ulating about a nascent form of spirituality 
in our simian cousins.

This leaves us with a puzzle. If wonder 
is found in all human beings and higher 
primates, why do science, art and religion 
appear to be recent developments in the 
history of our species? Anatomically mod-
ern humans have been around for 200,000 
years, yet the earliest evidence for religious 
rituals appears about 70,000 years ago, in 

the Kalahari Desert, and the oldest cave 
paintings (at El Castillo in Spain) are only 
40,000 years old. Science as we know it is 
much younger than that — perhaps only a 
few hundred years old. It is also notewor-
thy that these endeavours are not essential 
for survival, which means they probably 
aren’t direct products of natural selection. 
Art, science and religion are all forms of ex-
cess; they transcend the practical ends of 
daily life. Perhaps evolution never selected 
for wonder itself.
Wonder is the accidental impetus behind 

our greatest achievements
And if wonder is shared beyond our 

own species, why don’t we find apes car-
pooling to church each Sunday? The an-
swer is that the emotion alone is not suf-
ficient. It imbues us with the sense of the 
extraordinary, but it takes considerable 
intellectual prowess and creativity to cope 
with extraordinary things by devising ori-
gin myths, conducting experiments and 
crafting artistic representations. Apes rare-
ly innovate; their wonder is a dead-end 
street. So it was for our ancestors. For most 
of our history, humans travelled in small 
groups in constant search for subsistence, 
which left little opportunity to devise theo-
ries or create artworks. As we gained more 
control over our environment, resources 
increased, leading to larger group sizes, 
more permanent dwellings, leisure time, 
and a division of labour. Only then could 
wonder bear its fruit.

Art, science and religion reflect the 
cultural maturation of our species. Chil-
dren at the circus are content to ogle at a 
spectacle. Adults might tire of it, craving 
wonders that are more profound, fertile, 
illuminating. For the mature mind, won-
drous experience can be used to inspire a 
painting, a myth or a scientific hypothesis. 
These things take patience, and an audi-
ence equally eager to move beyond the ini-
tial state of bewilderment. The late arrival 
of the most human institutions suggests 
that our species took some time to reach 
this stage. We needed to master our envi-
ronment enough to exceed the basic ne-
cessities of survival before we could make 
use of wonder.

If this story is right, wonder did not 
evolve for any purpose. It is, rather, a by-
product of natural inclinations, and its 
great human derivatives are not inevita-
ble. But wonder is the accidental impetus 
behind our greatest achievements. Art, 
science and religion are inventions for 
feeding the appetite that wonder excites 
in us. They also become sources of wonder 
in their own right, generating epicycles of 
boundless creativity and enduring inquiry. 
Each of these institutions allows us to tran-
scend our animality by transporting us to 
hidden worlds. In harvesting the fruits of 
wonder, we came into our own as a spe-
cies.

Jesse Prinz is professor of philosophy at 
the City University of New York. His latest 

book is Beyond Human Nature (2012).



Maharashtra Police reiterates rights 
activists plotted to overthrow government

SC notice to I&B Ministry, 
6 states on ‘misuse of 
public money’ on ads

Calcutta HC scraps SAT ruling, terms 
DA as legal right of govt employees

Cong asks why NIA not 
involved in probing alleged 
plot to assassinate PM

Congress attacks Centre over rising fuel prices, falling rupee

‘Crackdown’ on human rights defenders ‘grave 
challenge’ to freedom to dissent – Amnesty 
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Mumbai, Aug. 31 (IANS): 
Justifying the arrest of five 
rights activists, Maharash-
tra’s Additional Director-
General of Police Parambir 
Singh on Friday said police 
have clear evidence to show 
their links with Maoist or-
ganisations and a larger 
conspiracy to overthrow the 
central government.

Addressing a special 
media briefing here, ADG 
Singh (law and order), ex-
hibited certain emails, let-
ters and other communi-
cation allegedly changing 
hands among the activists, 

whose arrests three days 
ago from different parts of 
India triggered nationwide 
condemnation.

“There was a bigger 
conspiracy plotted by the 
Maoist organisations to 
overthrow the ‘lawfully es-
tablished Indian govern-
ment’ using arms procured 
from countries like China 
and Russia and the arrested 
accused played a crucial 
role in this plan,” Singh said.

On August 28, Pune 
Police had carried out the 
arrests of lawyer-activist 
Sudha Bharadwaj, civil lib-

erties activists Gautam Nav-
lakha, Vernon Gonsalves, 
Arun Fereira and Telugu 
poet P. Varavara Rao from 
different parts of India, as 
part of investigations into 
the January 1 Koregaon-
Bhima caste riots.

Singh revealed that the 
five activists were in con-
tact with separatist and ex-
tremist groups from Jammu 
and Kashmir and Manipur, 
wanted to emulate stone-
pelting protests akin to 
Kashmir in other parts of 
India including urban areas 
and conducting meetings 

abroad with other groups in 
a bid to organise funds.

Citing that conclusive 
evidence was collected 
which establishes their links 
with Maoists before making 
the arrests, he mentioned 
a letter speaking of a “Rajiv 
Gandhi-type incident” to 
end the Modi Raj, and need 
for Rs 8 crore to procure a 
rocket launcher and 400,000 
rounds, among other things.

On August 29, Pune’s 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Crime) Shirish 
Sardeshpande had said 
that the banned CPI (Mao-

ist) was engaged in raising 
funds to incite civil unrest 
against the administration.

“They have shown intol-
erance to the present politi-
cal system, and decided to 
target organisations and 
their officials and even the 
highest political functionar-
ies,” Sardesphande said in 
the first official comments 
on the August 28 swoop.

The arrests were made 
on a complaint lodged with 
Vishramgarh Police in Pune 
on January 8 on the De-
cember 31 Elgar Parishad, 
organised by the Kabir Kala 

Manch where allegedly in-
citing speeches were deliv-
ered.

The following day (Janu-
ary 1), Koregaon-Bhima 
witnessed huge protests 
and caste riots in which one 
person was killed, followed 
by a Maharashtra shutdown 
on January 3, called by the 
Bharipa Bahujan Maha-
sangh.

Singh said that despite 
the ‘propaganda’ to dis-
credit the police probe, the 
investigators have a very 
strong case and all the ar-
rests were videographed.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Friday sought 
response from the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry and six states 
on a plea by an Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) lawmaker, alleging that adver-
tisements are being issued at govern-
ment expanses for political purposes 
to benefit the ruling party.

The states which have been is-
sued the notice are Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan,  Madhya Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Telan-
gana.

The bench headed by Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi sought the response on 
the plea by AAP’s Burari MLA Sanjeev 
Jha, who has sought a direction to 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to 

reimburse to the Centre and the state 
governments concerned the money 
they have spent on advertisements 
allegedly to benefit the ruling party.

The notice has also been issued 
to the BJP.

Telangana is ruled by the Telan-
gana Rashtriya Samiti.

The petitioner has drawn the at-
tention of the court towards “ex-facie 
violation and circumvention” of the 
directions issued by the top court by 
the Centre and the states controlled 
by the BJP

It has also pointed to the “gross 
dereliction of duty” by the committee 
set up by the Centre on April 6, 2016 
in pursuance to the directions issued 
by the top court. 

Kolkata, Aug. 31 (IANS): Calcutta High 
Court on Friday set aside a ruling by 
the state administrative tribunal (SAT) 
on dearness allowance of the state 
government employees and asked it 
to wrap up the matter within the next 
two months by reconsidering certain 
aspects of the issue in the light of ex-
isting law.

The division bench comprising of 
Justice Debasish Kargupta and Justice 
S.B. Saraf observed that getting DA has 
become a legal right of the govern-
ment employees after the introduc-
tion of Revision of Pay and Allowances 
(ROPA) rule 2009.

In 2016, SAT had ruled the DA was 
a type of donation given by the state 
government and not a legal right of 
the government employees.

“When the first case was filed, SAT 
said that Dearness Allowance (DA) is 
a form of donation by the states gov-

ernment and it will be granted as per 
the government’s wish. The division 
bench of Calcutta High Court today 
scrapped the ruling,” state govern-
ment employees’ counsel Amjad Ali 
told the media here.

“The court has also asked the SAT 
to decide whether State government 
employees will get DA at the same rate 
with the Central government employ-
ees and whether giving different rates 
to the state government employees 
posted in Delhi and Chennai is justi-
fied,” he said.

The division bench observed that 
the central government fixes DA of its 
employees across the country at the 
same rate without discriminating on 
the place of posting.

“It is true that in Delhi and Chen-
nai, DA has been given as per the rate 
of Central Government. The allow-
ance is decided on the basis of All 

India Consumer Price Index. Tripura 
and other State governments also give 
DA based on the same rate as that of 
the Central government,” the counsel 
added.

Pointing out that SAT has not 
invited affidavits from the state gov-
ernment with regard to its claim, 
the bench directed the West Bengal 
government to file an affidavit before 
SAT within three weeks and observed 
that the petitioners will be allowed 
to file their reply to the state govern-
ment’s affidavit within another week 
after that.

“It is a historic victory for the state 
employees. The way DA was given at 
certain Bengal districts, it hampered 
the social dignity of the government 
employees. But after today’s verdict, 
it is not donation anymore, it is our 
legal right,” Petitioner Shyamal Kr 
Mitra added.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (PTI): 
The Congress today asked 
why the government’s top 
investigative agency, the 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA), was not in-
volved in probing the al-
leged plot to assassinate the 
prime minister in a “Rajiv 
Gandhi-type event to end 
Modi-raj”.

Congress spokesper-
son Abhishek Singhvi said, 
“Does common sense tell 
that there is a possible as-
sassination plot against 
the prime minister, which 
he condemned, but asked 
why the country’s top probe 
agencies were not involved 
and it was left to the Pune 
Police to carry out investi-
gations.” 

“I am gravely concerned 
about the security of the 
prime minister if you are 
leaving the matter like this 
to the Pune Police,” he said.

“Nobody in the right 
mind should be supported 
who is trying to attack the 
Prime Minister of India. 
Do you think that an illu-
sion of grandeur that the 
Pune Police is in-charge of 
investigation and the NIA 
is nowhere to be seen, CBI 
is nowhere to be seen? 

“The biggest investiga-
tive agency of our country 
are not to be seen in the 
PM’s part of assassination 
attempt and the Pune Po-
lice is in-charge? I find it 
absurd,” he told reporters.

On being asked if the 
Congress wanted an NIA 
probe, Singhvi said one can 
imagine if the charge was 
credible and serious.

“The NIA, the Home 
Minister, the CBI, the RAW 
and the IB should be in-
volved,” he said.

He said the head of the 
government is involved 
as a possible target and 
“you are talking through 
the person who is having 
the press conference of the 
Pune Police”.

Singhvi said he may not 
agree with poet-activist 
Varavara Rao on the way 
he writes or with rights ac-
tivists Gautam Navlakha’s 
views, but the true test of 
democracy is as Voltaire 
rightly said, “I disapprove 
of what you say, but I will 
defend to the death your 
right to say it”. 

Police today claimed 
they have “conclusive 
proof” to link Left-wing 
activists arrested in June 
and this week to Maoists, 
saying one of them spoke of 
a “Rajiv Gandhi-type event 
to end Modi-raj”.

An email between Rona 
Wilson, one of the arrested 
activists, and a Maoist lead-
er, speaks of ending “Modi-
raj” with a ‘Rajiv Gandhi-
type incident’, Additional 
Director General (law and 
order) Parambir Singh told 
reporters in Mumbai.

The Pune Police had on 
August 28 raided the homes 
of prominent Left-wing 
activists in several states 
and arrested five of them - 
Varavara Rao in Hyderabad, 
Vernon Gonsalves and Arun 
Ferreira in Mumbai, Sudha 
Bharadwaj in Faridabad 
and Gautam Navalakha in 
Delhi.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (IANS): The 
Congress on Friday attacked the 
Modi government over “skyrocket-
ing” fuel prices and claimed that 
over Rs 11 lakh crore was earned 
from taxes imposed on fuels while 
the rupee is at a record low of Rs 71 
per dollar.

The opposition party said that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
policies are sinking India’s econ-
omy while Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley was busy writing long-wind-
ing blogs to score political points.

“Monstrous taxes levied by the 
government have resulted in sky-

rocketing petrol and diesel prices. 
The government has already prof-
ited by over Rs 11 lakh crore from 
draconian taxes on fuel,” Congress 
leader Randeep Singh Surjewala 
said in a statement. 

“There has been an increase 
of 211.7 per cent in excise levy on 
petrol and 433.06 per cent on diesel 
since the BJP came to power in May 
2014,” he said. The central excise 
duty was hiked 12 times since 
then,” he said. He said petrol and 
diesel prices were at an all-time 
high and the common people, the 
farmers, transporters and small 

and medium businesses were 
bearing the brunt. 

Surjewala said that diesel price 
at Rs 70.26 per litre was impacting 
farmers’ lifeline, besides having a 
stinging effect on runaway food 
inflation. Petrol at Rs 78.57 per 
litre in Delhi had gravely impacted 
the transportation and commut-
ing cost of the common man, the 
Congress leader added. 

“No matter how many alibis 
and untruths the BJP weaves, 
the truth is that the government 
systematically weakened our 
economy. Deliberate accidents 

like demonetisation, flawed GST, 
weakened banking sector and tax 
terrorism are squarely respon-
sible,” said Surjewala.

“Rupee is in the ICU. The Modi 
government is in its last lap. All tall 
promises made by Modi during 
the 2014 Lok Sabha elections have 
disappeared from the BJP narra-
tive,” he added.

Slamming the government 
for exporting petrol and diesel at 
cheaper prices, Surjewala said: 
“Petrol and diesel are available in 
India in Rs 78-Rs 86 range and Rs 
70-Rs 75 range respectively, but 

an RTIreply has revealed that the 
government is selling petrol to 15 
countries at just Rs 34 per litre and 
diesel to 29 countries at Rs 37.” 

“This is how the government 
has betrayed and backstabbed the 
people of India.”  Surjewala said 
that the Modi government and the 
BJP had refused to “listen to us” on 
bringing petrol and diesel under 
the GST.

“The Congress wants to cau-
tion the government once again to 
make a belated course correction 
so that the economy can be saved,” 
he added.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (PTI): 
The “crackdown” on rights 
defenders in India in the 
last few months is a “grave 
challenge” to the freedom 
to dissent and “violates” 
constitutionally guaranteed 
human rights, the Amnesty 
International today alleged.

“What is unfolding be-
fore our eyes is a pattern of 
crushing dissent by demo-
nising and criminalising 
activists, lawyers and jour-
nalists working for some of 
the poorest and most mar-
ginalised communities in 
India,” said Kumi Naidoo, 
Secretary General, of the 
global human rights body. 

“This raises huge ques-
tions over the government’s 
commitment to protect ba-
sic liberties,” he claimed.

On August 28, the Ma-
harashtra police arrested 
five activists -- human rights 
lawyer Sudha Bharadwaj, 
social activist Vernon Gon-
salves, activists Gautam 
Navlakha and Arun Ferreira, 
and poet-journalist Varavara 
Rao -- from different loca-
tions across the country.

Premises of other ac-
tivists, including Anand 
Teltumbde and father Stan 
Swamy, were also “raided 
simultaneously”. On August 
29, a group of activists and 

academics filed a petition 
before the Supreme Court 
seeking the release of those 
arrested and an indepen-
dent probe into the arrests.

While hearing the case, 
the apex court observed, 
“Dissent is the safety valve 
of democracy. If you don’t al-
low the safety valve pressure 
cooker will burst.” The court 
had also ordered that the 
arrested persons be placed 
under house arrest until the 
next hearing on September 
6.

Earlier this year, in June, 
there was a similar “crack-
down on activists” where 
the Maharashtra Police had 

arrested lawyer Surendra 
Gadling, professor Shoma 
Sen, and activists Rona Wil-
son, Sudhir Dhawale, and 
Mahesh Raut.

“All five of them contin-
ue to be in judicial custody 
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UAPA). 
The UAPA is an anti-terror 
law that violates several in-
ternational human rights 
standards and circumvents 
fair trial guarantees available 
under Indian criminal law,” 
the Amnesty International 
India said in a statement.

“Over the past three 
months, there has been a 
sustained smear campaign 

against these ten activists, 
accusing them of working 
against India and seeking to 
undermine years of crucial 
work they have done to cast 
light on injustice,” claimed 
Kumi Naidoo.

“These arrests are an 
extension of a crackdown on 
anyone who is critical of the 
state. This includes human 
rights defenders, journalists 
and Right to Information 
(RTI) activists, who have 
been threatened, harassed 
and attacked while seeking 
state accountability,” the 
Amnesty India alleged.

“India is fast becoming 
a dangerous place for those 

demanding accountability 
from the state. When hard-
won rights to expression 
and peaceful protest are 
weakened, everyone stands 
to lose,” Naidoo alleged.

Following the clashes 
between Dalits and right-
wing groups in Bhima-
Koregaon, a vil lage in 
Maharashtra, on January 
1, over commemoration 
of a 200-year-old British 
military victory, Gadling, 
Sen, Wilson, Dhawale, and 
Raut were arrested in June 
for their alleged links with 
banned Maoist groups, and 
for having “incited caste-
based violence”.

Military Medical Services personnel sanitize a flood-hit school in Kochi on Friday, Aug 31, 2018. 
PTI

Senior People’s Democratic Party (PDP) leader and former 
advocate general of Jammu and Kashmir , Muzaffar Hussain Baig 
talks to the media at the Supreme Court after appearing in the 
case challenging Art 35-A, in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI

Chennai, Aug. 31 (IANS): The Supreme Court-appointed 
third judge, Justice M. Sathyanarayanan, of the Madras 
High Court on Friday reserved his decision in the case 
relating to disqualification of 18 AIADMK legislators.

The disqualified legislators are with sidelined party 
leader T.T.V. Dinakaran, now an Independent legislator in 
the Tamil Nadu Assembly.

The apex court had appointed Sathyanarayanan 
replacing Justice Vimala who was originally appointed by 
the high court as the third judge following a split verdict 
in the case.

While Chief Justice Indira Banerjee upheld Speaker P. 
Dhanapal’s order disqualifying the 18 MLAs, Justice M. 
Sundar set aside the order.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (IANS): The government on Friday 
proposed amendments in the Income Tax Rules to allow 
having one’s mother’s name on the PAN card in cases 
where she is the single parent.

At present, furnishing of father’s name is mandatory 
for the allotment of permanent account number (PAN).

“It is proposed to amend the Income Tax Rules so 
as to provide that furnishing of father’s name shall not 
be mandatory for a person whose mother is the single 
parent,” an official statement said.

The Finance Ministry has sought comments and 
suggestions from the public on the draft amendments 
which should be submitted till September 17.

Patna, Aug. 31 (IANS): RLSP chief and Union Minister of 
State for HRD Upendra Kushwaha on Friday said that some 
people in the BJP-led NDA did not want to see Narendra 
Modi as the Prime Minister again in 2019.

Kushwaha refused to reveal the names of such people 
and said everything will be known at the appropriate time. 

“In NDA (National Democratic Alliance), there are 
some people who don’t want Modiji to become the Prime 
Minister again. Such people intentionally spread rumours 
to trigger conflicts within the NDA,” Kushwaha told the 
media here.

He said his party wanted Modi to become the Prime 
Minister again after the 2019 polls. 

The Rashtriya Lok Samta Party (RLSP) is a BJP ally.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (IANS): The Supreme Court on Friday 
deferred the hearing on a bunch of petitions challenging 
Article 35A of the Constitution as the Centre urged the 
court to take up matter after the Panchayat elections in 
the state.

The elections spread over eight phases will conclude 
in December.  A bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice M. Khanwilkar and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
deferred the hearing till the second week of January as 
Attorney General K.K. Venugopal told the court that it 
was a sensitive issue and could have a bearing on the 
Panchayat polls.

He said paramilitary forces were in the state for the 
conduct of the election.

Pointing to the sensitivity of the issue, the Attorney 
General informed the court that there was a strike on 
Friday in the Kashmir Valley on the issue.

Section 35A, inserted in the Constitution in 1954 by 
way of a Presidential order, bars outsiders from settling 
in or buying immovable property in the state.

AIADMK MLA disqualification: SC 
appointed judge reserves order

Government seeks comments on 
allowing single mother’s name on PAN

Some in NDA don’t want Modi as PM 
again  — Kushwaha

SC defers hearing on Article 35A  
till January 2019

NEWS IN BRIEF

From scratch



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, September 1, 2018

AP/PTI

File Photo: Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May during her visit to 
the Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara, in Walsall, England, April 11, 2018. 

London, Aug. 31 (PTI): A 
British Bangladeshi Islamic 
State (ISIS) follower was 
sentenced to life impris-
onment at the Old Bailey 
court in London today af-
ter he was found guilty of 
hatching a terror plot to 
behead Theresa May in a 
suicide attack on Downing 
Street.

Naa’imur Zakariyah 
Rahman had been convict-
ed of preparing acts of ter-
rorism at the end of a trial 
in July after it was claimed 
he wanted to bomb the 
gates of 10 Downing Street, 
kill guards and then attack 
the British Prime Minister 
with a knife or a gun.  Rah-
man’s plans were foiled as a 
result of a joint undercover 
operation by the FBI in the 
US and MI5 and Scotland 
Yard in the UK.

“I want to do a sui-
cide bomb on Parliament. 
I want to attempt to kill 
Theresa May, the 21-year-
old told undercover intel-
ligence officers.

“There are lorries here 
with big gas tankers. If a 
brother can drive it next to 
parliament I will bomb,” he 
unsuspectingly told an MI5 
undercover officer.

At the sentencing hear-
ing on Friday, Justice Had-
don-Cave sentenced him 
to a minimum term of 30 
years behind bars.

“I am sure that at all 
material times Rahman 
believed the devices to be 

real and capable of causing 
serious harm,” the judge 
said, paying tribute to the 
way the “extraordinary” 
case had been “robustly 
investigated, prepared and 
presented”.

He said it would be “ex-
tremely reassuring for the 
public as to how this re-
markable investigation has 
been conducted”.

The plot was discovered 
after Rahman contacted 
an FBI agent who was pos-
ing as an ISIS official on-
line. His trial heard how 
he thought he was being 
helped by an ISIS handler 
when in fact he was talking 
to security officials as part 

of a major undercover op-
eration mounted by coun-
ter-terrorism officers from 
the Metropolitan Police 
and MI5.

Met Police Deputy 
Assistant Commissioner 
Dean Haydon said: “His 
intention was to go to the 
gates of Number 10. He 
was going to detonate one 
of the devices that would 
have killed police offic-
ers and members of the 
public.

“His intention was then 
to go on through the gates 
of Number 10, detonate 
potentially another device 
there which would get him 
into Number 10, then, hav-

ing a knife or gun, attack 
the PM.

“He was expecting to 
die in the process and es-
sentially commit martyr-
dom, detonating a bomb in 
central London at the heart 
of government.

“If he had got hold of 
a genuine bomb, a gun, 
or a knife, we would have 
been talking about an in-
dividual who could have 
killed, injured and maimed 
a number of individuals in 
Whitehall.” 

Rahman was arrested in 
London in November last 
year, shortly after the last 
of a number of meetings 
with undercover police of-
ficers posing as terrorists, 
and where he had been 
provided with what he was 
told was a suicide vest and 
a bomb. 

Rahman admitted mid-
way through the trial to 
helping his friend Moham-
mad Aqib Imran join ISIS in 
Libya by recording an ISIS 
sponsorship video.

The court heard that 
Rahman had come to the 
attention of British police 
in August last year when he 
was arrested on suspicion 
of sending indecent images 
to underage girls, but was 
never charged. 

An examination of his 
mobile phone raised con-
cerns that he may have 
been harbouring extremist 
views.

He told an undercover 

officer: “(God willing) will 
be very big if I’m success-
ful. I can’t mess up. I can’t 
get (martyrdom) if I get 
caught.” 

He later described us-
ing a suicide belt, a drone, 
an improvised explosive 
device (IED) and poison, 
referred to as “P” or “curry 
mix”.

The trial heard that 
Rahman had been in con-
tact with an uncle who had 
travelled to Syria and joined 
ISIS and who had encour-
aged his nephew to carry 
out attacks in Britain. 

His resolve to do some-
thing hardened over time 
and he was tipped over into 
doing so when he heard his 
uncle had been killed in a 
drone strike, the jury heard.

The uncle, 28-year-old 
Musadikur Rohaman, had 
sent his nephew bomb-
making instructions and 
told him to take a gun and 
go into Waitrose and shoot 
people .

According to prosecu-
tors, Rahman sought to 
portray himself as a self-
styled “liberal” Muslim to 
avoid drawing any atten-
tion to his extremist views. 

A probation report read 
out by the judge in court 
on Friday revealed that 
Rahman had admitted in 
prison he would have car-
ried out the attack had he 
been able to, which is con-
trary to what he said during 
the trial.

Sydney, Aug. 31 (IANS): 
Former Australian Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull on Friday retired from 
politics and resigned from 
Parliament, a week after 
losing the leadership of the 
Liberal Party and the pre-
miership due to an internal 
crisis in the party.

Turnbull wrote a fare-
well letter to his constitu-
ents in Wentworth that was 
published on Facebook, Efe 
news reported.

“It has been at times a 
wild ride, but together we 
have achieved an enor-
mous amount. I am very 
proud, especially, of the 
achievements of the gov-
ernment over the past al-
most three years,” he said.

Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison, who is on an 
official visit to Indonesia, 

said in Jakarta that Turn-
bull would be well-remem-
bered and had done a lot 
for Australia.

“You’ve served our 
country well, and on be-
half of our country as Prime 
Minister, I just want to say 
thanks,” Morrison told re-
porters according to the 
AAP news agency.

Morrison, the former 
treasurer under Turnbull 
who assumed office on 
Aug 24, highlighted a hy-
droelectric project and the 
plan to construct a second 
airport in Sydney as ma-
jor achievements of his 
predecessor’s government, 
but did not mention the 
legalization of same-sex 
marriages - which Morri-
son had opposed - during 
Turnbull’s tenure.

Turnbull’s resignation 

from Parliament, where the 
Liberal-National coalition 
has just a one-seat majority, 
will lead to a by-election for 
his seat.

Morrison was elected as 
leader of the Liberal Party 
after a second internal vote 
in a week, holding off chal-
lenges from Home Minister 
Peter Dutton and Foreign 
Minister Julie Bishop.

The crisis in the party 
surfaced on August 20, with 
the charge against Turnbull 
led by Dutton and sup-
ported by former Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott, who 
was replaced by Turnbull 
in 2015. Internal power 
struggles and leadership 
changes have become fre-
quent in Australian politics 
during the last decade in 
both Labour and Liberal-
National governments.

Washington, Aug. 31 (PTI/AFP): Presi-
dent Donald Trump has threatened to 
pull the United States out of the World 
Trade Organisation if it does not “shape 
up.” His remarks, made in an interview 
with Bloomberg News on Thursday, 
were the latest in a series of attacks on 
institutions of the global order that the US 
helped to build after World War II.

“If they don’t shape up, I would with-
draw from the WTO,” Trump told the 
news agency, describing the agreement 
to set the organization up as “the single 
worst trade deal ever made”.

Trump, who has previously criticized 
the WTO’s dispute settlement system as 

being unfavorable to the US, said Wash-
ington had “rarely won a lawsuit” there 
although things began changing last year.

“In the last year, we’re starting to win 
a lot,” he said.

“You know why? Because they know if 
we don’t, I’m out of there.” China, which 
is currently embroiled in a trade war with 
the US, joined the WTO in 2001 -- a move 
which US Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer has described as a mistake. 
Trump made the threat as Washington 
presses challenges at the WTO against 
trading partners that have fought back 
against tariffs on importers that were 
imposed by the Trump administration.

Sofia, Aug. 31 (PTI/AFP): Bulgaria’s minis-
ters of public works, transport and interior 
affairs resigned today after heavy criticism 
directed at the government over a deadly 
tourist bus crash. 

“The three ministers -- me, Transport 
Minister Ivaylo Moskovski and Interior 
Minister Valentin Radev -- tabled our resig-
nations today,” regional development and 
public works Minister Nikolay Nankov told 
journalists.

Seventeen passengers died when their 
bus ran off the road in torrential rain and 
plunged 20 metres into a river gorge in 
western Bulgaria on Saturday. Four people 
also remain in a critical condition.

Centre-right Prime Minister Boyko 
Borisov had earlier today asked the three 
ministers to step down, days after initial 
results from a probe into the crash found 
the road had been recently repaired using 
a substandard quality of asphalt.

The interior ministry has meanwhile 
been accused of failing to respond to a 
number of complaints in recent months 
by drivers from the nearby town of Svoge 
who had raised worries over an increasing 
number of accidents on the section of road 
concerned.

The ageing bus had also not undergone 
one of two obligatory technical checks by 
the transport ministry authorities.

The bus driver is the only person who 
has been charged over the crash so far.

But the results of the early probe has 
revived a recurrent debate about the poor 
state of Bulgaria’s roads and its corruption-
ridden public tender system.

“The tragedy near Svoge highlighted 
the vicious system in public procurement 
and construction works -- impunity every-
where. It is obvious but because of it people 
die,” Bulgarian President Rumen Radev 
commented yesterday.

Allegations have been rife that a large 
share of the funds for road repair projects 
-- often coming from EU aid -- are pock-
eted by firms close to power, leaving just a 
fraction for the actual repairs.

A famous former dissident from the 
communist era, Nikolay Kolev -- also 
known as ‘Bosia’ -- told AFP today he had 
ended the hunger strike he began on June 
13.

He had been demanding Moskovski’s 
resignation after revelations about cor-
ruption in the agency that awards drivers’ 
licences.

Eleven years after joining the Euro-
pean Union in 2007, Bulgaria remains the 
bloc’s poorest country with just one fully 
completed border-to-border highway and 
much of its road network in a bad state. 

In 2017, Bulgaria recorded 96 deaths 
per million inhabitants on its roads, ac-
cording to Eurostat. That is the second 
highest rate in the EU after Romania and 
more than double the European average.

New York, Aug. 31 (PTI/AP): Lawyers for Presi-
dent Donald Trump have asked a judge to dis-
miss a lawsuit brought against his charitable 
foundation by New York’s attorney general, 
arguing that it was politically motivated. 

In the motion yesterday, Trump attorney 
Alan S Futerfas argued that former New York 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman “made 
it his stated mission to ‘lead the resistance’ 
and attack Mr Trump whenever possible” 
and “used his public antipathy for Mr Trump 
to solicit donations for his own re-election 
campaign and advance his career interests 
and aspirations.” 

Trump very publicly announced his inten-
tion to dissolve the foundation and donate all 
of its remaining funds to charity, but the AG 
“actively stonewalled dissolution,” Futerfas 
wrote.

“At the same time, the NYAG turned a 
blind eye to serious and significant allega-
tions of misconduct involving the Clinton 
Foundation, including claims that it, and its 
subsidiaries, violated New York law by failing 
to disclose USD 225 million in donations from 
foreign governments,” Futerfas wrote.

Schneiderman began investigating the 
Trump Foundation in 2016 following Wash-
ington Post reports that its spending person-
ally benefited the presidential candidate. 
Schneiderman ordered the foundation to stop 
fundraising in New York.

Schneiderman resigned in May after al-
legations that he physically abused women 
he had dated; he denied the claims.

His successor, Democratic Attorney Gen-
eral Barbara Underwood, filed the lawsuit in 
June, claiming the Trump Foundation “was 
little more than a checkbook for payments 
from Mr Trump or his businesses to nonprof-
its, regardless of their purpose or legality.” The 
suit seeks USD 2.8 million in restitution and 
the foundation’s disbandment.

The filing said Underwood continued the 
“inflammatory rhetoric, stating publicly that 
she considers her battles with the President 
‘the most important work (she) has ever done’ 
and has vowed that such ‘work will continue.’” 

Trump’s lawyers also argued that several 
impermissible donations by the foundation 
were due to clerical errors and were all cor-
rected when brought to the attention of foun-
dation officials.

In a statement, the attorney general’s of-
fice said it won’t back down from “holding 
Trump and his associates accountable for 
their flagrant violations of New York law.” 

Tel Aviv, Aug. 31 (IANS): Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s wife is suspected 
of accepting bribes in a corrup-
tion case involving her husband 
and Israel’s largest telecom 
company, the police said told 
on Thursday.

A police official told the 
Tel Aviv Magistrate Court that 
Netanyahu’s wife, Sara, is sus-
pected of receiving bribes. It was 
the first time the police publicly 
specified the suspicion against 
Sara Netanyahu, who was al-
ready questioned several times 
in the high-profile criminal 
investigation, Xinhua reported.

The case, dubbed by the 

police as “Case 4000”, involves 
the couple and Shaul Elovitch, 
a businessman and Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s associate.

Elovitch’s communication 
company Bezeq Telecom al-
legedly received financial ben-
efits from the Communication 
Ministry during Netanyahu’s 
service as the Communication 
Minister.

In return, Benjamin and 
Sara Netanyahu allegedly re-
ceived positive coverage by the 
Walla news site, also controlled 
by Elovitch.

However, Sara Netanyahu’s 
lawyers released a statement 
denying the accusations against 

her, saying she never took part 
in any bribery case.

The Prime Minister is en-
tangled in a series of criminal 
corruption investigations.

In February, the police said 
there was enough evidence to 
charge Netanyahu with bribery, 
fraud, and breach of trust in 
two other cases. However, At-
torney General of Israel Avichai 
Mandelblit has still to decide 
whether to press charges or to 
drop the cases. 

Netanyahu denies any 
wrongdoing and charges the in-
vestigations are part of a “witch 
hunt” orchestrated by the “left-
ist” media and his enemies.

Colombo, Aug. 31 (IANS): The 
United Nation’s Independent Ex-
pert on foreign debt and human 
rights, Juan Pablo Bohoslavsky, will 
pay an official visit to Sri Lanka in 
September at the invitation of the 
Sri Lankan government, the media 
reported on Friday.

Bohoslavsky said his visit is 
aimed at collecting first-hand 

information and examining ques-
tions related to debt and other 
financial obligations from a human 
rights standpoint, Xinhua news 
agency reported. “The purpose 
of the mission is to identify good 
practices, challenges and potential 
gaps to be addressed,” he said.

“An important objective of my 
visit is to study the effects of public 

debt and related polices on the full 
enjoyment of human rights,” he 
added.

During Bohoslavsky’s visit from 
September 3-11, he will pay specific 
attention to the incorporation of 
human rights standards in interna-
tional development financing, mi-
crofinance, and efforts deployed to 
prevent and combat illicit financial 

flows in the country.
“I look forward to engaging 

with the authorities of Sri Lanka, 
civil society, academics, the inter-
national community and other rel-
evant stakeholders,” Bohoslavsky 
said. The Independent Expert will 
submit a comprehensive report 
about his visit to the UN Human 
Rights Council in March 2019.

Brasilia, Aug. 31 (IANS): Brazil’s Su-
perior Electoral Court has rejected a 
request to keep former President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva out of opinion 
polls in the lead-up to the October 
presidential race.

Judge Tarcisio Viera de Carvalho 
Neto denied the motion, which asked 
for polling firms’ removal of Lula’s 
name from the roster of candidates 
until the court validates his candidacy, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

The two-time president is cur-
rently serving a 12-year prison sen-
tence for corruption, but the Workers’ 
Party has nevertheless chosen him as 
its candidate.

As Brazil’s Clean Record Act bars 
anyone with a conviction from run-
ning for elected office, the court is 
expected to make a decision on his eli-
gibility to run. The UN Human Rights 
Commission on Friday requested a 
guarantee of Lula’s political rights, 
including access to the press and to 
members of his party.

On August 23, the court gave 
Lula seven days to argue his case for 
eligibility.

Opinion polls have consistently 
shown Lula leading the field of candi-
dates, with some 38-per cent support 
among the electorate.

Beijing, Aug. 31 (PTI): 
China’s powerful export 
machine is “quickly losing 
steam” amid the trade war 
with the US, according to 
Beijing’s official purchasing 
manager index.

China and the US 
are currently involved in 
a trade war slapping bil-
lions of dollars of tariffs on 
each other goods following 
President Donald Trump’s 
demand that Beijing bring 
down the trade deficit to 
USD 375 billion.

Beijing and Washing-
ton started the trade war 
last month each imposing 
25 per cent tariffs on USD 
34 billion of each other’s 
exports.

Later they slapped an-
other USD 16 billion on 
each other’s goods on Au-

gust 23.
Trump was reportedly 

keen to move ahead with 
a plan to impose tariffs on 
USD 200 billion of Chi-
nese imports next week on 
which Beijing said it would 
retaliate.

The trade war seems 
to have begun impacting 
China - often referred to as 
the world’s factory - as it is 
the biggest global exporter.

The “new export order” 
sub index in China’s official 
purchasing manager index 
the first available indicator 
to gauge the export sec-
tor’s health every month, 
fell sharply in August even 
when only a small portion 
of Washington’s threatened 
additional tariffs on Chi-
nese products kicked in, 
according to the National 

Bureau of Statistics.
The sub index dropped 

by 0.4 points to 49.4 in Au-
gust, the lowest since the 
China-US trade tension es-
calated in March, the Post 
quoted data released by the 
official statistics agency.

It was also the third 
month that the export or-
der sub index had been 
below 50 under 50 means 
a contraction marking the 
first time China has had a 
three-month export down-
turn in two years, it said.

Small and medium-
sized exporters were hit 
particularly hard, with 
readings of 47.4 and 48 re-
spectively, while large firms 
had an index reading of 
50.2, a report by the China 
Federation of Logistics and 
Purchasing, the agency that 

compiled the purchasing 
manager index (PMI) said.

At the same time, the 
import sub index fell to 49.1 
in August from 49.6 in July, 
the Post report said.

The data was released 
ahead of Trump’s plan to 
impose tariffs on USD 200 
billion of Chinese imports 
next week. The ministry 
of commerce said Beijing 
was anxiously watching the 
tariff development in the 
US, China’s biggest export 
market, the Post reported.

“If the US goes ahead 
with the USD 200 billion 
plan, the impact on Chi-
nese exports will be mate-
rial,” it quoted a source in 
the ministry, who declined 
to be named, as saying. 
Zhang Jun, chief econo-
mist of Morgan Stanley 

Huaxin Securities, said the 
outlook for China’s export 
performance is gloomy in 
the coming months be-
cause many exporters have 
already “front-loaded” their 
shipments in the face of ad-
ditional tariffs from the US.

He said there are few 
measures Beijing can take 
to revive its overseas sales. 
“The government empha-
sis will be on boosting do-
mestic demand to offset 
declines in exports,” he told 
the Post.

China has started to 
roll out stimulus measures, 
such as encouraging local 
governments to sell bonds 
to raise money for infra-
structure spending, and 
rearranging its economic 
priorities to keep overall 
economic growth on track.

Beijing, Aug. 31 (IANS): China 
on Friday ignored the UN’s grave 
concerns over the mass detention 
of Uighur Muslims in its restive 
Xinjiang province and said these 
reports were yet to be verified.

A UN panel on human rights 
has said it was alarmed over al-
leged indoctrination camps where 
thousands of Uighurs were being 
detained on the pretext of fighting 
terrorism.

According to the UN Com-
mittee on the Elimination of Ra-

cial Discrimination, “from tens of 
thousands to upwards of a million 
Uighurs” may be languishing at 
these camps.

Beijing reacted coolly to the 
report and said people were happy 
in the largely Muslim province. 

“We have informed this com-
mittee of China’s practices and 
policies to eliminate discrimina-
tion and racial discrimination. The 
review by this committee acknowl-
edged and recognised China’s 
progress and also spoke positively 

of China’s relevant policies,” For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying said.

“You mentioned that during 
the review there were some nega-
tive comments on the situation 
in Xinjiang. These comments are 
based on information that is yet 
be verified. I don’t know if you 
have been to Xinjiang. Xinjiang 
enjoys stability. People of all eth-
nic groups live in harmony,” Hua 
added.

“Our policies are aimed at pro-

moting economic development in 
Xinjiang. Meanwhile, we will crack 
down on terrorism and separatist 
forces to ensure safety of people’s 
lives and property.”

In the past, China has rejected 
allegations of subjecting Uighurs 
to torture and discrimination in 
Xinjiang. 

Uighurs Muslims constitute 
about 45 percent of Xinjiang’s 
population. China blames the 
community for terrorist and sepa-
ratist activities.
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Legendary rapper Eminem has released a surprise new studio album, titled ‘Kamikaze’. The 
rap icon’s tenth album was dropped without any fanfare at midnight on Thursday. It serves 
as a follow-up to his 2017 album ‘Revival’, which was released nine months ago. The record, 
co-produced by Dr Dre, features 13 tracks and includes a song recorded for forthcoming film 
“Venom” which stars Tom Hardy, reported Variety. The artwork of the album was inspired by 
The Beastie Boys, serving as a homage to their album Licensed to III. Interpolations on the 
album include Kendrick Lamar’s “Humble,” Playboi Carti’s “Woke up like this,” Young M A’s 
“Oouu” and L L Cool J’s “I’m bad.”  Other topics and personalities addressed on the album 
include President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence, the Grammy Awards and 
the press, which Eminem calls out for panning ‘Revival’. (PTI)

Eminem releases surprise new album ‘Kamikaze’

Bank goes after Johnny Depp’s 
‘City of Lies’ in $10M lawsuit

Jennifer Lawrence’s 
nude photo hacker 
sentenced to jail

Cate Blanchett was 
forced into acting
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French actor Gerard Depardieu accused of rape
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A 
bank is suing the 
distributor of Johnny 
Depp’s languishing film 
“City of Lies” for $10 
million, after the movie 

was pulled from its planned Sept. 
7 release.

It’s just the latest pitfall for the 
indie film — in which Depp plays 
the real-life detective who investi-
gated the murders of Biggie Smalls 
and Tupac Shakur — after a loca-
tion manager on the project filed 
a lawsuit against Depp last month 
for allegedly punching him on the 
set. (Depp’s legal team is vigorously 
denying the allegations.)

As part of the movie mess, 
Bank Leumi filed papers in Califor-
nia federal court this week against 
the film’s financially spiraling 
distributor, Global Road, alleging 
it and Miramax (which owns TV 

rights) owe the Israeli bank mil-
lions in guaranteed payments.

But Miramax allegedly told the 
bank, according to court docu-
ments, that “no payment is due,” 
because there were “significant 
problems with the production 
[that] have significantly devalued 
[the film], including . . . the highly 
publicized alleged off-screen 
conduct of Johnny Depp, as well 
as a lawsuit filed against Mr. Depp 
and the production because he al-
legedly physically attacked a crew 
member on the set.”

The bank claims “the real 
reason” the film’s been shelved is 
because Global Road is “in finan-
cial distress and decided not to 
pay [$10 million] of marketing and 
distribution expenses” that were 
guaranteed as part of the contract.

The bank’s suing for breach 

of contract and other charges. Fi-
nancially embattled Global Road, 
which did not comment, has been 
laying off employees and is report-
edly selling off a number of films 
in its pipeline. It’s unclear if “City of 
Lies” will ever see the light of day. 

Meanwhile, Depp won a round 
in court this week in a separate le-
gal battle with a former lawyer. An 
LA judge ruled Tuesday that Depp’s 
oral contract with lawyer Jake 
Bloom is invalid. Depp’s 
alleging the Hollywood 
legal eagle racked up $30 
million in fees without 
a proper contract. 
Bloom’s countersu-
ing, saying Depp 
breached their deal 
anyway by not 
paying.

Pagesix

T
he man who hacked the iCloud 
accounts of more than 250 people, 
including several Hollywood celebri-
ties, has been sentenced to eight 
months in prison.

George Garofano was on Wednesday sen-
tenced to jail. He will also face three years of 
supervised release and 60 hours of community 
service, reported Variety.com.

The sentencing comes eight months after 
the Connecticut man was charged with using 
fake Apple support emails to trick victims into 
providing their personal account information.

In a submitted statement to the court, Ga-
rofano said he blamed nobody but himself, but 
highlighted how the felony conviction would 
affect him for the rest of his life.

Garofano was arrested alongside three 
other men involved with the hack: Emilio Her-
rera, Edward Majerczyk and Ryan Collins.

All three were also sentenced to prison 
with Herrera receiving 16 months, Majerczyk 
receiving nine months, and Collins receiving 
18 months.  

The hack occurred in 2014 when photos 
of prominent celebrities appeared on image-
sharing site 4chan, showing the stars nude or 
partially dressed. Celebrities affected by the 
hack include Jennifer Lawrence, Kate Upton, 
and Kirsten Dunst.

IANS

H
ollywood 
star Cate 
Blanchett 
says she was 
pushed into 

acting because she actu-
ally wanted to travel the 
world when she left high 
school.

“The only thing I 
wanted to do when I left 
high school was travel 
with my work. I did not 
at all think about noto-
riety or fame. I thought 
maybe I’d move into the 
visual arts, but from a 

curatorial perspective, or 
architecture, even though 
my maths was absolutely 
woeful,” Blanchett told 
Harper’s Bazaar magazine.

The “Blue Jasmine” 
star has been doing acting 
since she left high school 
and thinks she probably 
only has a “few more years 
left” in front of the camera 
before she loses her “san-
ity” and attempts to make 
it as a director, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

“I don’t know what I 
am going to do next as an 
actor. I never do really. But 
I feel like I’ve got probably 
a couple more years left in 
it, before I lose my sanity. 
If the offers are still there 
(to go into directing). 
And if they are not, then 
maybe I can throw some 
pots?”

The “Thor: Ragnarok” 
star has really started to 
enjoy gardening since she 
moved back to the UK 
with husband Andrew 
Upton and their four 
children Dashiell, 16, Ro-
man,14, Ignatius, 10, and 
three-year-old daughter 
Edith, from Sydney, Aus-
tralia.

“I suppose that’s what 
I like about coming back 
here. There are so many 
books I have not read, 
so many films I have not 
watched, so many con-
versations I have not had, 
so many plants I have not 
planted... It’s important to 
sort of sit and think what 
could be next,” she said.

IANS

A
kshay Kumar starrer 
“Gold” is the first Hindi 
film to release in Saudi 
Arabia, the National 
Award-winning actor 

says.
The film released in Saudi Arabia 

on August 30. Zee Studios Inter-
national has taken the film to the 
foreign shores. 

An “excited” Akshay tweeted: 
“The story of India’s first Gold 
medal victory for the first time in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Happy to 
share, ‘Gold’ is the first ever Bolly-
wood movie to release in the King-
dom Of Saudi Arabia, in cinemas 
from today.”

Ritesh Sidhwani, Excel Entertain-
ment, said in a statement to IANS: 
“We are extremely delighted with 
the audience feedback the film has 
enjoyed thus far. Now the audiences 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, too, 
will experience its magic.” 

A historical sports drama in-

spired by India’s first Olympic gold 
medal, “Gold” traces the golden era 
of Indian hockey through the jour-
ney of Tapan Das, a young assistant 
manager who dreamt of playing for 
an independent nation.

The film also stars Mouni Roy, 
Amit Sadh, Kunal Kapoor, Sunny 
Kaushal, Vineet Kumar Singh and 
Mouni Roy. Directed by Reema 
Kagti, the film released in India on 
August 15. 

Commenting on this develop-
ment Vibha Chopra, Head - Zee Stu-
dios International (Film Marketing, 
Distribution and Acquisition) said: 
“Tapping new markets is something 
that is always on the top of our list 
and we have tried to do this with 
every release possible. 

“With Bollywood becoming a 
growing force around the world, 
markets like Kingdom Of Saudi 
Arabia have shown tremendous 
potential for Indian films.”

IANS

F
rench actor Gerard 
Depardieu has 
been accused of 
sexual assault and 
rape by a 22-year-

old actress.
The actress filed a com-

plaint on Monday, accord-
ing to French news channel 
BFM, reports variety.com.

The unnamed actress 
is accusing Depardieu of 
having assaulted and raped 
her at his home here on two 
occasions -- on August 6 
and August 13. The young 
woman was studying at a 
school where Depardieu is 
teaching, according to BFM. 

The pair was meeting 
at Depardieu’s home to 
rehearse for a play.

A preliminary investiga-
tion has been launched.

Depardieu’s lawyer, 
Herve Temime said that his 
client strongly denied the al-
legations. “Gerard Depardieu 
is shaken by this complaint... 

and is absolutely contest-
ing any assault, rape, or any 
criminal act,” Temime said.

Depardieu is the second 
major French film industry 
figure to be accused of sexual 
assault, following prominent 

French director Luc Besson, 
who is still being investigated 
for allegedly raping Dutch/
Belgian actress Sand Van Roy.

Depardieu stars in Netf-
lix’s French series “Marseille”. 
He earned an Oscar nomina-
tion for his role in the 1990 
film “Cyrano de Bergerac”. 
The actor also earned acco-
lades for “1900”, “La Chèvre”, 
“The Last Metro”, “Green 
Card”, and the mini-series 
“The Count of Monte Cristo”.

Although he’s considered 
an iconic actor in France, he 
has often made headlines for 
spurring controversies. Back 
in 2013, he became a local 
pariah after relocating to 
Belgium to pay less taxes.

IANS

A
ctor Hugh Jackman is under fire 
in the new trailer of his political 
drama “The Front Runner”.

The 49-year-old actor plays 
former American senator 

Gary Hart during his 1988 presidential 
campaign which soon turns into a crisis 
after his extramarital affair is discovered, 
reports variety.com.

Jackman portrays a confident Demo-
cratic candidate during the rise and fall of 
his political career. Considered the front-
runner for the Democratic presidential 
nomination, his affair with Donna Rice 
forces Hart to drop out of the race.

“I’ve never known a guy more talented 
at untalented politics so that anyone 
could understand. It is a gift and he wants 

to share that,” J.K. Simmons, who plays 
campaign manager Bill Dixon, said about 
Jackman’s Hart.

As reporters begin to report on Hart’s 
relationship with another woman, he 
refuses to believe any scandal will bring 
down his prospects for the presidency.

As everything falls apart, Vera Far-
miga, who stars as Hart’s wife Lee, retorts: 
“The one thing I asked was that you don’t 
embarrass me.”

Despite his efforts to maintain deco-
rum and keep his campaign afloat, a de-
feated Hart warns his wife, “There’s going 
to be a story tomorrow about me.”

“The Front Runner” will hit theaters 
on November 7.

IANS

A
lobo Naga released 
“Ningu Kümtsü” (All of 
Us) a classic remake of the 
legendary song by Rocky 
& Group in a jazz mood 

on Fri. Aug. 31. The original audio 
of ‘Ningu Kümtsü’ sung by Rocky & 
Group has been going viral on social 
viral. 

Rocky was one of the most influ-
ential singers during 1970s and his 
talent and influence is still felt long 
after his tragic death. Considered 
one of the first Naga music stars, 
he was the frontman/lead singer 
of the band “Rocky & Group” in the 
1970s. The group was so famous and 
popular and were even flown in by 
helicopters to perform shows all over 
India. 

By profession, Rocky was a 
soldier in the Great Naga Battalion 
— Border Security Force (BSF) and 

was posted at Satakha, a small town 
under Zunheboto District. 

“Ningu Kümtsü” is one of his 
legendary hit songs. The song talks 
about how we are all destined to die 
and our earthly possessions cannot 
bring salvation of the soul. This song 
was and is loved and sung all across 
the Sümi land. 

While paying tribute to this leg-
endary singer, Alobo’s remake of the 
song is dedicated to the old souls 
to reminiscent and for the young 
to get introduced to this wonderful 
music.

One Interesting thing was the 
entire music video was shot in one 
take using iPhone X by Toshi Long-
char and Alem Alia of Tribes Music 
made the music, maintained Alobo. 
One can watch the video from Alobo 
Naga’s YouTube channel.

EMN



last year’s world championships, has been 
suspended after failing a doping test.

The Athletics Integrity Unit, which han-
dles doping issues in track and field, says 
Lawson tested positive for a metabolite of 
the banned anabolic steroid trenbolone.

It didn’t say when the positive sample 
was taken. Lawson has been suspended 
until a full disciplinary hearing.

Lawson was fourth in the long jump 
at the 2016 Olympics and second at last 
year’s world championships, finishing four 
centimeters behind gold medalist Luvo 
Manyonga of South Africa. Lawson also 
won the 100 meters, 200 meters and long 
jump for the University of Arkansas at the 
2016 NCAA track nationals.

Trenbolone helps build muscle mass 
and formed part of a steroid cocktail alleg-
edly used by Russian athletes at the 2014 
Winter Olympics.
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AP/PTI

Usain Bolt overruns the ball during a friendly trial match between the 
Central Coast Mariners and the Central Coast Select in Gosford, Australia 
on Fri. Aug. 31.

AP/PTI

Roger Federer, of Switzerland, waves after defeating Benoit Paire, of France, during the second round of the 
U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York on Aug. 30.

AP/PTI

Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, celebrates after beating Tennys Sandgren, of the United States, during the second 
round of the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York on Aug. 30.

A one-day refresher programme for the Dimapur District Football Referee Association (DDFRA) was 
conducted on Fri. Aug. 31 at the DDSC Stadium in Dimapur by DDFRA president Shiyito Achumi.

Real Madrid’s Luka Modric receives the trophy after being named UEFA 
Champions League Player of the Year.

Jarrion Lawson

Ashwini Ponnappa

Its official

Monaco, Aug. 31 (Reuters): 
Real Madrid and Croatia 
midfielder Luka Modric 
was voted Player of the 
Year for last season by Eu-
ropean soccer body UEFA 
on Thursday, ahead of Cris-
tiano Ronaldo and Mo-
hamed Salah with Lionel 
Messi fifth.

The 32-year-old helped 
Real Madrid win the Cham-
pions League for a third 
season running and then 
led Croatia to the World 
Cup final.

Ronaldo, who was his 
Real Madrid team mate last 
season and has now joined 
Juventus was second, with 
Liverpool and Egypt for-
ward Salah third.

French World Cup win-
ner Antoine Griezmann 
of France was fourth, fol-
lowed by Messi of Barce-
lona and Argentina.

Modric is only the third 
player other than Ronaldo 
and Messi to win the award 
since it was introduced in 
2011.

Gosford (Australia), Aug. 31 (AP): Usain Bolt’s soccer debut 
for the Central Coast Mariners on Friday lasted about 20 
minutes against an amateur local team and with almost 
10,000 people in the crowd. The eight-time Olympic gold 
medalist is trying to become a professional soccer player 
and has been given a tryout with the Australian A-League 
club based in Gosford, north of Sydney. Bolt started on the 
left wing and had a clumsy first touch, but settled in and 
found himself in scoring positions a couple of times before 
having a stoppage-time shot blocked.

‘’I was a little bit nervous, but as soon as I got on the 
field I think the nerves went away,’’ Bolt told broadcaster 
Fox Sports. ‘’I wish I had more touches, but I’m not fit yet. 
I’ve just got to put in the work and get up to speed.’’

The Mariners already had a commanding lead when 
Bolt went on as a substitute in the 72nd minute - wearing 
the number 95 on his shirt - and easily won 6-1.

The 32-year-old Jamaican predicted it would take four 
to five months until he’s ‘’playing like one of the guys.’’

Even if he doesn’t make it as a soccer player, Bolt can 
still draw a crowd. Some critics have said that’s what his 
trial period in the A-League is all about. Bolt has regularly 
said his ambition is real. The crowd for Friday’s match was 
about four times bigger than the average home attendance 
the Mariners attracted last season. The Australian Associ-
ated Press reported that the exhibition game was broadcast 
in 60 countries.

Federer, Djokovic through as storm rages over umpire’s Kyrgios pep-talk

Modric voted UEFA’s Player of the YearUsain Bolt makes soccer debut 
for Central Coast Mariners
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Academy coaches should focus 
on doubles, feels shuttler Ashwini

American long jumper Lawson 
tests positive for steroid

District level football tourney from Sep. 1 in Kma.

VAR set for Champions League introduction from next season

New York, Aug. 31 (AFP): 
Roger Federer on Thursday 
set-up a US Open third 
round clash against Nick 
Kyrgios who found himself 
at the centre of an impar-
tiality row after an umpire 
climbed down from his 
chair to tell him: “I want to 
help you”.

Second seed and five-
time champion Federer, 
37, made it 18 wins in 18 
second round appearances 
in New York by seeing off 
error-plagued Frenchman 
Benoit Paire 7-5, 6-4, 6-4.

“I think it’s always tricky 
against Benoit, never quite 
the same point. Sometimes 
he plays very deep in the 
court, then he plays up in 
the court,” said Federer.

Also going through 
were Wimbledon champi-
on and two-time US Open 
winner Novak Djokovic as 
well as Maria Sharapova, 
the 2006 champion in New 
York.

However, women’s sec-
ond seed Caroline Woz-
niacki was knocked out 
by Lesia Tsurenko of the 
Ukraine.

Kyrgios reached the 
third round by seeing off 
France’s Pierre-Hugues 
Herbert 4-6, 7-6 (8/6), 6-3, 
6-0.

The match created a 
huge storm after respected 
umpire Mohamed Lahyani 
lost patience with the un-

der-performing 30th seed 
and climbed down from his 
chair to tell the Australian, 
trailing by a set and 3-0, to 
try harder.

“I want to help you,” 
Lahyani could be heard 
saying. “This isn’t you. I 
know that. You are great for 
tennis.”

A furious Herbert said 
that Lahyani had over-
stepped the mark.

“The umpire doesn’t 
have to talk to him at all. 
The only thing he can tell 
him is pay attention, be-

cause if you continue like 
this, I’m going to give you a 
warning,” said the 27-year-
old,

“They can tell him from 
the chair. He doesn’t need to 
go down. He doesn’t need to 
say the words he said on the 
video. That is not his job. I 
don’t think he’s a coach, he’s 
an umpire.”

Ky r g i o s ,  h ow e v e r, 
played down the incident.

“He said he liked me. 
I’m not sure if that was 
encouragement,” said the 
Australian who neverthe-

less won 19 of the last 25 
games following Lahyani’s 
unprecedented interven-
tion.

“He just 
said that it’s 
not a good 
look. I know 
what I was 
doing out 
there wasn’t 
good.”
Two-point penalty
US Open chiefs didn’t help 
matters by claiming Lahy-
ani was forced to step from 
his chair as the crowd noise 

meant that Kyrgios could 
not hear him.

“Lahyani was con-
cerned that 
Kyrgios might 
need medical 
at tent ion,” 
said tourna-
ment referee 
Brian Earley.

“He also 
i n f o r m e d 

Kyrgios that if his seeming 
lack of interest in the match 
continued, that as the chair 
umpire, he would need to 
take action.”

Djokovic downed Ten-
nys Sandgren of the United 
States 6-1, 6-3, 6-7 (2/7), 
6-2.

“I thought I played very 
well for the first two and a 
half sets and then I just lost 
it mentally. I got pissed off,” 
said 2011 and 2015 cham-
pion Djokovic.

Next up for sixth seed 
Djokovic is Richard Gas-
quet of France who he has 
beaten 12 times in 13 meet-
ings. German third seed 
Alexander Zverev made the 
third round for the first time 

in four tries after a 6-4, 6-4, 
6-2 victory over lucky loser 
Nicolas Mahut.

Australian Open cham-
pion Wozniacki went down 
6-4, 6-2 to world number 
36 Tsurenko who claimed 
a second top 10 win this 
month having also defeated 
Garbine Muguruza in Cin-
cinnati.

“She played the game I 
should have played,” said 
two-time runner-up Woz-
niacki who has endured a 
Grand Slam letdown since 
winning in Australia.

She lost in the fourth 
round at Roland Garros 
and exited in the second 
round at Wimbledon.

She follows top seed 
Simona Halep, a first round 
loser, out of the tourna-
ment. Sharapova took her 
night time record at the 
tournament to 21 wins in 
21 matches with a 6-2, 7-5 
win over Sorana Cirstea of 
Romania.

The Russian, who com-
mitted 33 unforced errors, 
next faces 2017 French 
Open champion Jelena 
Ostapenko.

Wimbledon champion 
Angelique Kerber kept her 
bid for a second US Open 
title on track, outlasting 
Sweden’s Johanna Larsson 
6-2, 5-7, 6-4.

Kerber will next take on 
Dominika Cibulkova after 
the Slovakian beat Taiwan’s 
Hsieh Su-Wei 7-6 (7/3), 4-6, 
6-4 despite being docked 
two points for returning 
late from a heat break.

Belarus 26th seed Ary-
na Sabalenka continued 
her red-hot summer by 
seeing off 2010 runner-up 
Vera Zvonareva 6-3, 7-6 
(9/7).

Sabalenka, who won 
the New Haven tourna-
m e n t  l a s t  w e e k  a n d 
reached the semi-finals in 
Cincinnati, has made the 
third round of a Slam for 
the first time.

UEFA said the award 
recognises the best players 
who play for a European 
club, regardless of nation-

ality. Players are judged 
on their performances in 
domestic, continental and 
international competitions.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Kohima Battalion of As-
sam Rifles under the ae-
gis of HQ Inspector Gen-
eral Assam Rifles (North) 
is conducting Captain 
(Late) N Kenguruse, Ma-
haVir Chakra, District 
Level Football tourna-
ment from Sep. 1 till the 
5th at the Kohima local 
ground.

Top two teams of the 
tournament will repre-
sent Kohima district in 

the forthcoming ‘Captain 
(Late) N Kenguruse State 
Level Football Tourna-
ment, stated a press re-
lease received here on 
Friday. 

The winner and run-
ners-up of the tourna-
ment will be awarded a 
cash prize of INR 25000 
and INR 15000.

Golden boot  and 
golden gloves winner will 
be awarded cash prize of 
INR 2500 each during the 

closing ceremony. 
Director General of 

Police John Longkumer 
will attend as the spe-
cial guest on the opening 
ceremony on Sep. 1 at 12 
pm at the Kohima local 
ground.

The opening match 
will be played between 
Ziekezou FC and Rus-
tic Boys FC, followed by 
Twenty XI FC and Neh-
rema Village FC, added 
the press release.

New Delhi, Aug. 31 (IANS): 
Experienced shuttler Ash-
wini Ponnappa said in or-
der to improve the stan-
dards of Indian doubles 
teams, academy coaches 
should pay attention to 
every format rather than 
focussing solely on singles.

Ashwini, who lost in the 
women’s doubles quarter-
finals at the Asian Games, 
where she had paired up 
with N. Sikki Reddy, said 
the country still needs spe-
cialised doubles coaches at 
the grassroots levels.

“I think there is a need 
for doubles coaches at 
the grassroots level. Most 
coaches at academies fo-
cus on singles training. 
Having a mix of both sin-
gles training and doubles 
training at a young age will 
definitely help,” Ashwini 
told IANS.

Ashwini,  who won 
women’s doubles gold with 
Jwala Gutta at the 2010 
Commonwealth Games, 
also asserted that Indian 
players are smarter on 
court as compared to their 
counterparts from top na-
tions in Asia and Europe.

Monaco, Aug. 31 (AP): American long 
jumper Jarrion Lawson, who won silver at 

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): A meeting with Dimapur District 
Football Association, Dimapur District Football Referee 
Association, participating Clubs’ owner/manager, coach 
and captain has been scheduled on Wed. Sep. 5 at 3 pm at 
the Tourist Lodge in Dimapur, informed convenor Shiyeto 
Wotsa. All concerned members have been requested to 
attend the meeting positively.

Monaco, Aug. 31 (Reuters): UEFA 
plans to use video assistant referees 
(VARs) in the Champions League 
from next season but is unlikely 
to introduce the technology this 
term, even in the final, its president 
Aleksander Ceferin said on Friday.

European soccer’s governing 
body has so far resisted implemen-
tation of the VAR system, which 
allows key incidents to be reviewed 
with the use of video replays and 
was used at the World Cup in Russia 
this year.

Ceferin said the intention was 
that VAR would be brought in for 
the UEFA Super Cup and the final 
qualifying round of next season’s 
Champions League, even though 
the Slovenian said that there had 
been some unclear situations at the 
World Cup.

“The plan for now is to use it 
from next season... with the first 
match of next season which is 
the Super Cup,” he told reporters, 
referring to the annual season-
opener between the pre-
vious season’s Champi-
ons League and Europa 
League winners.

It would then be used 
in all group stage and 
knockout stage matches, 
Ceferin said, adding that he 
was still not fully convinced 
by the system.

“VAR is not 
c o m p l e t e l y 
clear for now... 
but we also know there is 
no way back any more,” 
he said. “For me, there were some 
unclear situations at the World Cup 

where VAR worked quite well.
“It is much more problematic 

than it looks. We really have a huge 
territory. The plan is to do it for next 

season but let’s see what hap-
pens. I don’t want to predict 

anything 100 percent.”
On this season’s final, 

he said: “I’m not ruling it 
out but for now, it doesn’t 

look like it will happen.”
He also pointed out 

that UEFA could not simply 
adapt the system them-

selves, without 
first consulting 
the sport’s law-
making body 

IFAB.
Ceferin added that 

UEFA had “expected” Cristiano 
Ronaldo to turn up for the previous 

night’s Player of the Season award 
ceremony in Monaco.

The Portuguese finished sec-
ond behind Real Madrid and Croa-
tia midfielder Luka Modric in the 
poll and was not present.

“It’s hard to say,” he said. “We 
expected him to come and then, 
I think a few hours before, we got 
confirmation he was not coming. 
The rest was a question for Cris-
tiano Ronaldo.”

Ceferin said UEFA did not tell 
players the results beforehand and 
added: “You guys know (how) this 
information leaks.

“For me, it’s important to know 
one thing: 55 journalists from 55 
countries voted and all the coaches 
of teams in the Champions League 
and Europa League group stages 
voted.”

“I would say our mind. 
We are smart on court. Hav-
ing said that strength and 
speed is an important fac-
tor, which is something a 
lot of players lack which 
makes it difficult to match 
players from Asia. The Eu-
ropeans are very good stra-
tegically. They play smart 
and to their advantage,” 
Ashwini, a Red Bull athlete, 
said.

Ashwini also said that 
the Asian Games are more 
competitive than the Com-

monwealth Games because 
top teams like China, Ja-
pan, South Korea and oth-
ers participate in the conti-
nental event.

“At the international lev-
el there are no easy games 
as every team has players 
of international quality. But 
yes, the Asian Games are 
more competitive than the 
Commonwealth Games 
as top badminton nations 
like China, Japan, Korea, 
Indonesia and Thailand are 
a part of it,” she added.
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Captain of Alichen Club receiving the trophy in Mokokchung on Aug. 
29.

The NWA team at the IG International Airport Delhi before their departure to Kyrgyzstan.

The champions of 2nd KTC Cup, New Market FC after receiving the trophy at the Kohima local ground on Friday.

EM Images

Indian women's hockey team celebrates after the medal ceremony at the 18th Asian Games 2018, in Jakarta, Indonesia on Fri. Aug. 31.

PTI

Heartbreak for Indian hockey, women 
lose to Japan to win silver in Asiad

Medal standings

New Market FC ends title drought with 
KTC Cup win over Sechü Zubza FC

India win three medals in sailing at Asian Games

Injured Vikas can't fight semis, 
settles for bronze at Asian Games

District level football 
tournament held in Mkg.

No deadline day moves for Real, says Lopetegui

5 NWA wrestlers to participate 
in world nomad games
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Jakarta, Aug. 31 (PTI): In-
dia clinched three med-
als in sailing with Var-
sha Gautham and Sweta 
Shervegar clinching silver in 
the 49er FX Women's event 
and Harshita Tomar claim-
ing bronze in the Open La-
ser 4.7 at the 18th Asian 
Games here today.

Varun Thakkar Ashok 
and Chengappa Ganapathy 

Kelapanda won bronze with 
a total of 53 after race 15 in 
the 49er men's event.

The 20-year-old Varsha 
and 27-year-old Sweta com-
bined to produce a total 
score of 40 after 15 races to 
finish second at the Indone-
sia National Sailing Centre 
here. 16-year-old Harshita 
totalled 62 after race 12 to 
finish third.

"It is a great feeling to 
win a medal for the country. 
I can't explain it. It has been 
a great learning experience 
for me," Harshita, a former 
swimmer, said after win-
ning the medal.

Govind Bairagi finished 
fourth in the Open Laser 
4.7, while Nethra Kumanan 
finished fifth place in Laser 
Radial Sailing event.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): 
Mokokchung Battalion 
of Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
conducted a district level 
football competition, in 
memory of Capt (late) N 
Kenguruse, MVC at Mo-
kokchung from Aug. 27 till 
the 29th. 

According to a press 
release received here on 
Friday, Impur Club, Alichen 
Club, Sangpang Club, Dy-
namic Heroes and Marep-
kong Club participated in 
the competition.

The final match was 

played between Alichen 
Club and Dynamic Heroes 
on Aug. 29.

Alichen Club emerged 
as the champions and re-
ceived a cash prize of INR 
20000. The runners-up and 
second runners-up recived 
cash prize of INR 10000 and 
INR 5,000.

The competition was 
aimed at motivating tal-
ented players to pursue the 
sport at a higher platform 
as well as for selection of 
top two teams for the state 
level tournament to be con-
ducted in mid September.

Madrid, Aug. 31 (Reuters): Real Madrid 
coach Julen Lopetegui has said that he does 
not expect the club to make any deadline 
day moves ahead of the transfer window 
closing later on Friday.

The European champions, who sold 
Cristiano Ronaldo to Juventus in July, have 
been quiet in the transfer market by their 
usual standards.

They have not made a ‘Galactico’ sign-
ing despite media reports linking them to 
a host of names, including Chelsea’s Eden 
Hazard and Paris St Germain’s Neymar.

“The squad is complete, and we’re hap-
py with the players we’ve got, that’s all that 
matters,” Lopetegui told a news conference.

“With Mariano’s arrival it’s all done and 
dusted. There won’t be any last minute 
moves and we’re happy with that.”

This year the Premier League’s transfer 
window shut before the English top flight 
season got underway and Lopetegui said 
he would be in favour of a similar setup in 
Spain.

“It’s my belief that the window should 
close earlier so we can focus on reality, on 
what we have to do — it wouldn’t be a bad 
thing — but it’s not the case at the moment,” 
he said.

Real completed a clean sweep of the 
individual prizes at UEFA’s awards cer-
emony in Monaco on Thursday, with keeper 
Keylor Navas, defender Sergio Ramos and 
midfielder Luka Modric all named the best 
players in their positions for last season. 

Jakarta, Aug. 31 (PTI): In-
dian boxer Vikas Krishan 
(75kg) settled for a bronze 
medal in the Asian Games 
after he was declared medi-
cally unfit to fight his semi-
final bout due to a cut on his 
left eyelid sustained earlier 
in the event.

The 26-year-old was 
to take on Kazakhstan's 
Amankul Abilkhan in his 
last-four clash this evening 
but has been forced out due 
to the injury. 

"There is inflammation 

in retina as well and it is too 
risky to let him fight. He will 
have to take a break for a 
few weeks," an official of the 
contingent told PTI.

Vikas has, however, 
managed to script history 
by becoming the first In-
dian boxer to clinch three 
successive Asian Games 
medals.

He won a lightweight 
60kg category gold in 
Guangzhou 2010, before 
winning a middle-weight 
bronze in the 2014 edition 

in Incheon.
The Haryana-boxer sus-

tained the cut during his 
pre-quarterfinal bout and 
the injury aggravated dur-
ing his gruelling quarter-
final clash against China's 
Tuoheta Erbieke Tanglati-
han.

T h e  f o r m e r  w o r l d 
championships bronze-
medallist, who won a gold at 
the Commonwealth Games 
earlier this year, overcame 
the bleeding to assure him-
self a medal.

Dimapur, Aug. 31 (EMN): A 
seven member team from 
the Nagaland Wrestling As-
sociation (NWA), five wres-
tlers and two officials are 
part of the Indian national 
team to participate in the 
3rd World Nomad Games at 
Kyryzstan. 

NWA general secretary, 

Vekhozo issued a press re-
lease on Aug. 31 stating that 
the five wrestlers are Vechita 
Khesoh, Keduovilie Zumu, 
Venuzo Dawhuo, Visedel-
hou Chusi, and Neiphretuo 
Zhunyu while NWA Presi-
dent Neivikuolie and Gen-
eral Secretary Vekhozo were 
part of the official team 

India. 
The five Naga wrestlers 

are part of the 25 Indian 
contingents that will be 
participating in the belt 
wrestling event. 

The Indian contingent 
left on Friday to Kyrgyzstan 
and will be back to India by 
Sep. 10.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug 31 (EMN): 
New Market FC ended their 
title drought after a decade 
as they beat reigning cham-
pions of 2nd Kohima Foot-
ball League Sechü Zubza 
FC 2-1 in the final match 
of the 2nd KTC Cup here 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Friday.

It may be mentioned 
that New Market FC last 
major title came in 2006 
when they lifted the Sekre-
nyi League trophy. Since 
then New Market FC have 
gone through a trophy 
drought, though they fin-
ished runners-up in various 
tournaments such as the 
12th Youth Soccer Cup in 
2006, 18th Royal Gold Cup 
in 2008, and 16th and 17th 
Classic Cup in 2010 and 
2011,  KTC Cup 2017.

Goals from Rhitsho 
Mero and Salu Kulim helped 
last year runners-up of KTC 
Cup New Market FC to end 
their title drought after 11 
years and win the KTC Cup 
in the process. 

The rain and mud-
soaked condition played 
spoil sports in the final 
match but that didn't hin-

Jakarta, Aug. 31 (PTI): The 
Indian women's hockey 
team failed to break its 
36-year-old gold jinx af-
ter losing to Japan 1-2 in a 
keenly contested summit 
clash to settle for the silver 
medal at the 18th Asian 
Games here today.

The loss will hurt the 
Indians badly as a gold here 
would have guaranteed a 
direct qualification in the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Minami Shimizu and 
Mo t o m o r i  Ka w a m u ra 
scored for Japan through 
penalty corners in the 11th 
an 44th minute while Neha 
Goyal's field goal in the 25th 
minute was the lone strike 
for India, who were aiming 
to win their first Asiad gold 
since 1982. 

The Indians had quali-
fied for the final of the Asian 
Games after a gap of 20 
years gap, having beaten 
China in the semifinals.

Ahead of the Olympics, 
Japanese hockey is on the 
right track with the women 
winning their maiden Asian 
Games title after finishing 
runners-up thrice. 

For Indian hockey, there 
was more disappointment 
after the fancied men's 
team failed to defend its 
gold following their loss to 
Malaysia in the semifinals 
yesterday.

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 118 85 60 263
Japan 69 50 70 189

South Korea 43 54 63 160
Indonesia 30 23 40 93
IR Iran 19 19 20 58
Chinese Taipei 16 17 27 60
Uzbekistan 15 19 23 57
India 13 23 29 65
Kazakhstan 12 11 41 64
DPR Korea 12 9 13 34
Bahrain 12 7 7 26
Thailand 10 14 45 69
Hong Kong 6 17 17 40
Malaysia 6 12 15 33
Qatar 6 4 3 13
Vietnam 4 15 18 37
Mongolia 4 8 10 22
Singapore 4 4 12 20
Philippines 4 1 15 20
UAE 3 6 4 13
Kuwait 3 1 2 6
Kyrgyzstan 2 6 12 20
Jordan 2 1 9 12
Cambodia 2 0 1 3

Saudi Arabia 1 2 3 6

Macau, China 1 2 2 5
Iraq 1 2 0 3
Lebanon              1 1 2 4
Korea 1 0 2 3
Tajikistan 0 3 2 5
Lao PDR 0 2 3 5
Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3
Nepal 0 1 0 1
Pakistan 0 0 4 4
Afghanistan 0 0 2 2
Myanmar 0 0 2 2

Coming into the match, 
the Indians were favourites 
to win the title as they are 
ranked five places above 
Japan at ninth in the world 
rankings.

In the first quarter, In-
dia made more forays into 
the opposition circle but 
lacked the finishing touch. 
Their first big opportuni-
ty came in fourth minute 
when Navneet Kaur could 
not do much with captain 
Rani Rampal's pass into the 

striking zone. 
Japan had their oppor-

tunity too in the eighth min-
ute but Indian goalkeeper 
Savita made a good save.

Navneet then helped 
India get their first penalty 
corner in the 10th minute 
but dragflicker Gurjit Kaur 
could not get it past the 
Japanese goalkeeper. 

Another Japanese coun-
ter attack followed which 
resulted in their first penalty 
corner which was clinically 

converted by Shimizu in 
the 11th minute. Down by 
a goal, India kept attacking 
but with little precision.

Sensing urgency, In-
dia pressed hard for the 
equaliser in the second 
quarter. They came close 
when Sunita Lakra provided 
a finely placed pass to Udita 
but she could not make 
it count. India drew level 
in the 25th minute when 
Navneet Kaur's crisp reverse 
hit was neatly deflected in 

by a patiently waiting Neha. 
India were the better 

team in the second quarter, 
creating more chances and 
had the ball a lot more than 
the Japanese.

In the 36th minute, a 
skilful one two from Van-
dana Katariya and Navjot 
Kaur almost got India the 
lead but Udita's shot was 
saved by the Japanese keep-
er. Seconds later, another 
opportunity was missed 
when Vandana's attempt 

was parried away by the 
custodian. 

The Japanese got their 
first major opportunity of 
the third quarter when they 
earned a penalty corner in 
the 44th minute and Mo-
tomi executed a delightful 
finish, taking the ball on the 
left and firing it in with a 
reverse hit. 

The Indian fans, who 
turned up in sizeable num-
ber, were left shell shocked 
with the Japanese goal. 

The Indian women, like 
their male counterparts in 
the semifinals yesterday, 
were guilty of holding on to 
the ball for far too long while 
the Japanese operated with 
quick passes. 

With less than 10 min-
utes remaining on the clock, 
the Indian shirts were a 
constant in the opposition 
circle but they could not 
find the back of the net.

With a goal lead and end 
drawing closer, the Japa-
nese expectedly slowed the 
game down when once they 
reached the Indian half. 

India withdrew their 
goalkeeper Savita with two 
minutes remaining as India 
desperately pushed for an 
equaliser.  They even got 
two chances with 40 sec-
onds left on the clock but 
failed to find the Japanese 
net. 

der much of the match. 
In the match, it was New 
Market who started brightly 
with counter attacks and 
took the lead in the 20th 
minute from Rhitsho Mero’s 
header.  Gideon Leo corner 
kick found Mero inside the 
area as he head home into 
the net to make it 1-0 to 
bring much joy to their sup-
porting team.

Sechü Zubza's goal-
keeper Lhusisielie Meyase 
made some blunders due to 
the soggy ground in the first 
half but New Market failed 
to score.

Sechü Zubza’s best 
chance came when Aloumei 
Panmei’s free kick found 
Shurhosul inside the area 
but his header was wide off 
the target in the 35th min-
ute. Goalkeeper Lhusisielie 
tapped-out Kethozhapu 
long range shot from the 
30 yard in the 44th minute 
to end the first half 0-1 in 
favour of New Market.

In the second half, Salu 
Kulim coolly converted a 
crossing that came his way 
from Mezizoto Tetso’s free 
kick in the 54th minute to 
make it 2-0.

Sechü Zubza fought 
back as New Market de-
fended the score. Zubza did 
score in the 76th minute 
through Petevizo Kezieo. 
But it was not enough for 
the team as New Market 
defended the score to end 
the match in their favour 
and end the title drought.

Major General Pradeep 
C Nair, YSM IGAR (N) was 
the special guest during 
the closing ceremony and 
also gave the awards to the 
teams.

The winner of the 2nd 
KTC Cup, New Market FC 

walked home with a cash 
prize of INR 30,000 with 
trophy and citation and the 
runners-up Sechü Zubza re-
ceived INR 20,000 along with 
trophy and citation.

The lucky draw winners 
of the KTC season tickets 
holder were also announced 
in the closing ceremony. The 
winners are as follows: 1st 
prize- 215, 2nd prize - 297, 
3rd prize - 300, consolation 
prizes - 071, 282, 403, 379, 
441, 297, 487 and 319. The 
organisers have informed 
the winners to contact the 
Kohima Town Club.

Modric was also named the overall player 
of the year.

Ronaldo, too, was rewarded for the 
form he showed with the club last season, 
although he did not attend the ceremony.

Real host local rivals Leganes at the Ber-
nabeu on Saturday, with new signing Mari-
ano set to be named in the squad following 
his return to the club from Olympique 
Lyonnais.

Navas, meanwhile, is expected to retain 
his place in goal ahead of Thibaut Cour-
tois, who signed from Chelsea in the close 
season.

“We’ll see tomorrow who starts, but 
I’ve got maximum confidence in all my 
goalkeepers,” he said. “Only one can play 
but that doesn’t mean I don’t believe in the 
other.

“We’re relaxed about it and the fact is we 
have good options in that position.”

Julen Lopetegui


