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From left to right: A portion of the road connecting Kiphire and Tuensang washed away by Zungki River; Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio along with his colleagues in Kiphire on Thursday; porters unloading essential commodities at Kiphire town on late Thursday evening.
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A group of people from other states in queue to collect  Inner Line Permit form from the deputy commissioner’s office in Dimapur.
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Mirror Takes

What's wrong? I only told 
him we have to go all the 

way up there.

ENtErtaiNmENt

Our Correspondent 
Kiphire, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
Citizens of Kiphire are un-
dergoing one of the worst 
experiences in recent times 
after the main road leading 
to the district has been cut 
off last July by the monsoon 
rains. The road – National 
Highway 202 – will take time 
to repair. 

About forty-five kilo-
metres away from Kiphire 
town, the stretch of the 
highway, about 300 me-
ters in length has been de-
stroyed by landslide. It is 
the main lifeline of the dis-
trict. Villagers and labourers 
could be seen transporting 
rice through the precarious 
landslide zone after some 
180 bags of rice was brought 
in from Tuensang. They had 
to change the vehicle and 
carry the rice on their head. 
One wrong step and they 
might even lose their lives 
if they fall into the Zungki 
River below the road. 

Rice is in short supply. 
A general shop owner dis-
closed that he did not have 
any rice at his shop. 

“Only the deputy com-
missioner office will have 
some rice,” said the shop 
owner. Lepichem Sangtam, 

proprietor of Agape School, 
Kiphire, disclosed that a kilo 
rice cost INR 35. 

“Even that rice is not 
the good quality one, but 
the ordinary one which we 
get from the supply depart-
ment,” said Sangtam. 

Next Monday, Sept. 3 is 
the Sangtam community’s 
premier festival of Mong-
mong, and the citizens are 
worried how they would 
celebrate the festival. 

“This time, instead of 
the meat and food items, 
we are more worried about 
availability of rice,” said 
Sekiba Sangtam, who was 
overseeing the transpor-
tation of rice in the worst 
landslide area. He said that 
some of the labourers from 
the nearby village refused 
to carry the rice since they 
feared for their lives. 

“Even the labourers 
whom we hired at Kiphire 
town are saying that if they 
knew the condition of the 
road then, they wouldn’t 
have come at all,” said 
Sekiba Sangtam. 

The road will take time 
to repair and the main road 
that passes Meluri sub-di-
vision is also in a pathetic 
condition. There are some 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 30: Within 
a month of Assam publish-
ing its National Register of 
Citizens’ (NRC) draft, the 
Nagaland government has 
increased enforcement of 
the Inner Line Permit (ILP). 

More than 40 lakh peo-
ple did not make it to the 
list of the NRC draft in As-
sam when it was published 
on July 30. It sent an alarm 
across neighbouring states 
about a possible influx of 
illegal immigrants. Naga-
land state authorities, civil 
society organisation, and 
students’ bodies swung into 
action to check the entry of 
illegal immigrants into the 
state.   
Panels put foot down on 
influx of immigrants 
The Naga Tribes Council 
has formed a joint com-
mittee on prevention of 
illegal immigrants and has 
submitted a representation 

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
At the receiving end of 
open criticism from some 
Naga civil organisations 
and churches, the Naga-
land unit of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) on 
Thursday issued a state-
ment to clarify the con-
troversy surrounding the 
immersion of the ashes of 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the 
former prime minister of 
India, in Nagaland. 

“...it is unfortunate to 
state that Nagaland wit-
nessed a furore of hue and 
cry from all nooks and cor-
ners. It has not been the 
intention of the state BJP 
president or the BJP party 
in the state as a whole to 
hurt the sentiment of any 
individual, organisations or 
hohos,” the statement read. 

According to the party, 
Vajpayee’s ashes were sent 
to all the states in India to 
pay homage. “Along with 
the rest of the states in 
the country, the Christian 
states of the Northeast par-
ticularly Mizoram, Meg-
halaya and Nagaland also 
received the urn contain-
ing the ashes of (the) late 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Each 
state, as a sign of respect 
honoured the last remains 
of our great leader in their 
own respective ways.

“The BJP leaders of Na-
galand, particularly the Na-
gas, are all Christians who 
are aware of our Christian 
ethics and would in no way 
intentionally hurt the sen-
timents of the people of our 
state. Besides paying the 
due and deserved respect 
to the leader of our country, 

it is clarified that no ritual 
of a different religion was 
performed by the state BJP 
president, but was per-
formed by the appropriate 
persons belonging to the 
same religion in the state 
BJP minority cell,” it stated. 

The party reasoned that 
the Constitution of India 
allows for equal respect 
for all religions. Hence, 
it was only right that the 
urn containing the ashes/
last remains of Vajpayee 
was brought to Nagaland. 
“As much as we value the 
guaranteed right and raise 
voice against discrimina-
tion of our faith anywhere, 
we ought to respect the 
same about others before 
imposing our own in our 
domain.

“As clarified, the ritual 
upon the last remains of 
late Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
was performed by the state 
minority cell of the party 
and not by the state BJP 
president or any of the 
Naga leaders. While it is 
regretted if anyone’s senti-
ment has been hurt, par-
ticularly the Lotha Hoho 
being the most vocal, the 
state BJP party is hopeful 
that this clarification will 
put to rest the controversy 
marring the conduct of the 
rituals of the last remains of 
our great leader. 

“The state BJP party 
humbly requests the citi-
zens of the state to kindly 
appreciate the works of 
our late leader towards the 
Nagas which require no 
explanation and put to rest 
the unfortunate controver-
sy once and for all,” it read. 

NH-202 severed since July  
In an open letter to the chief engineer of PWD (National 
Highways), the Yimchungrü Tribal Council on Thursday 
appealed for immediate restoration of National High-
way-202 near High Bridge (Shungkiu) which, it stated, 
has been cut off since July 22.

Stating that it has been more than a month since 
the road was cut off, the council lamented no ‘positive 
measure has been done by the competent authority’ to 
help the people. 

Peshu area in Tuensang cut off 
In a separate statement, the Peshu Range Students’ 
Union in Tuensang district informed that a 60 ft long 
bridge connecting Chiphur and Kingjung villages to 
Thonoknyu SDO(C) Hq. was washed away on July 29. 

“Some lives have already been lost owing to this 
situation because the patients were unable to reach 
the hospitals to avail medical facilities. Students and 
teachers are also being affected, as the teachers are also 
unable to reach their posting places in these villages af-
termath these landslides and bridge damage. The living 
conditions in these villages are becoming harder as they 
are unable to receive even a packet of salt.

“Therefore, in the light of the above grievances 
and untold hardship faced by these villages, the Peshu 
Range Students’ Union would like to earnestly urge the 
state government and the concerned department (sic) 
to immediately intervene in this grim situation and to 
save its people from further misery,” the statement read.

Our Correspondent
Kiphire, Aug. 30 (EMN): Nagaland chief 
minister Neiphiu Rio said the state gov-
ernment and the people of Nagaland 
have not forgotten the plight of Kiphire 
and have concerns and praying for the 
situation to become normal.

The chief minister, who was ac-
companied by Tokheho Yepthomi, MP, 
Lok Sabha, Metsubo Jamir, minister, 
urban development and municipal 
affairs and Mhonlumo Kikon, took an 
aerial survey of the damage done by 
the unprecedented natural disasters 
in the district before landing in Kiphire 
town to interact with public leaders 
and HoDs serving under the district.

During the meeting, Rio said the 
state government is doing everything 
possible under its power to bring nor-
malcy to the district and all the affect-
ed areas in the state. He also reminded 
them that the people of Nagaland are 
really concerned about what befell on 
the people of Kiphire and that their 
prayers are always with them.

He also lauded the efforts given 
by the district administration led by 
DC Mohammed Ali Shihab, IAS, and 
his team of Officers in containing and 
managing the situation with efficient 

results.
He also said that a joint central 

team will reach the state on Septem-
ber 4 to assess and study the extent 
of damage brought by the unprec-
edented natural disasters.

Asking the people to take responsi-
bility for their lands and public proper-
ties, the chief minister said that com-
plaining, presenting memorandums 
and ultimatums will not solve any 
problem but the people should come 
forward and co-operate with the gov-
ernment as partner to steer the state  
towards the path of development.

He also pointed out that the scarci-
ty of essential commodities should not 
have been much of a part of the prob-
lem temporarily if the FCI godown that 
was sanctioned by the government 
earlier was constructed as sanctioned.

He also asked the public leaders 
to do their part by pressuring the con-
cerned department for answers and 
added that he would look personally 
into the matter and asked the deputy 
commissioner to look into the matter 
at the earliest and forward the report to 
the chief minister’s office.

Rio also said that he will bring 
along all his ministers to the district 

and hold a cabinet meeting in Kiphire 
town so that his ministers will know 
and understand personally about the 
problems faced by the people of the 
district which co-incidentally is part of 
the Prime Minister's identified aspira-
tional district in the country.

Later, he also made known about a 
donation of INR 10 lakh from the chief 
minister relief fund to the district.

Truck laden with commodities 
reaches Kiphire
After a span of nearly a month, a truck 
laden with 15 tonne of essential com-
modities like rice and other edibles 
finally reached Kiphire town at around 
8 pm from Dimapur.

Speaking with Litingse Sangtam, 
President, Kiphire chamber of com-
merce, who was present at the godown 
said the truck took the newly cut by-
pass road at Meluri to reach the town.

He said the vehicle did not face 
any problem on the road except for 
one time at a location some three kil-
ometers before reaching Kohima. He 
added that the Kohima administration 
came to their aide and escorted them 
to negotiate the Kohima traffic till 
Chakabama by-pass road.

He also said that three more simi-
lar goods-laden trucks - two trucks 

Dire straits: Kiphire fears for worse as food scarcity continues    

Nagaland authorities tighten mechanism to prevent entry of ‘illegal immigrants’ Vajpayee’s ashes: Nagaland 
BJP seeks end to controversy 

Kiphire have our concerns and prayers – Rio 
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stretches of road which are 
in a bad situation. The main 
road has been destroyed 
in Meluri and the vehicles 

have to take a diversion. If it 
rains, then the road will not 
be able to travel on. 

For the moment, the 

citizens of Kiphire are in 
dire straits. The roads are 
gone; the essential com-
modit ies  are  r unning 

scarce and with the mon-
soon season not yet over, 
the situation might go from 
bad to worse. 

for Pungro area and one 
for Longmatra area - will 
reach their destination be-
fore midnight.

Litingse also informed 
that more heavy trucks will 

reach the district using the 
newly constructed by-pass 
road with essential com-
modities in the coming days 
provided the weather re-
mains stable. 

to former Chief Secretary 
Temjen Toy. The state gov-
ernment has also set up a 
committee led by commis-
sioner-secretary to chief 
minister Abhishek Singh to 
look into the issue.  

Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror over telephone, the 
commissioner-secretary 
said: “We (the committee) 
are listening to everyone 
and are getting every-
body’s views, in which a lot 
of NGOs have given their 
comments as well.”

“We will come to a sys-
tem which is like a full-
proof that does not allow 
any illegal immigrants to 
come in and where it does 
not require any harass-
ment to the legal system,” 
he added. 

The commissioner said 
that a delegation led by 
former deputy commis-
sioner of Dimapur Kesonyu 
Yhome, which was sent 
to Arunachal Pradesh and 
Mizoram to study the ILP 
system, had submitted a 
report. 

“Our objective is that 
nobody whose name is not 
in NRC will ever get an ILP. 
So we have to have a full-
proof system which does 
not allow any illegal immi-
grants to come in,” Singh 
said.  

The deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Dimapur 
Sushil Kumar Patel told 
Eastern Mirror that the ad-
ministration was “taking lot 
of precautions” when issu-
ing ILP forms in the district. 

“If somebody is coming 
from Assam, he or she has 
to produce an authorised 
NRC copy issued by their 
district administration. 

Even if they produce all 
the papers, we are send-
ing the documents back to 
their respective districts in 
Assam and verify whether 
documents they had pro-
duced were issued by the 
authorities concerned,” 
said Patel. He added that 
the gaon bura, councils and 
leaders in Dimapur and its 
surrounding areas have 
been directed to refrain 
from providing shelter to 
illegal immigrants, as they 
would not come to the state 
if they had no place to stay.

However, he said that 
there was no issue with 
regard to renewal of ILP 
provided that they come 
with a local guarantor. 

Loopholes in BEFR 
 Act of 1873
Speaking about the BEFR 
Act of 1873 section three, 
which deals with punish-
ment of ILP defaulters, Patel 
said that penalty for violat-
ing the law is not severe and 
those living in Dimapur 
require ILP only when they 
want to move out to other 
parts of Nagaland. He said 
that the authorities can is-
sue the document but are 
not authorised to check 
illegal immigrants.

The chief judicial mag-
istrate of Dimapur, Ajongba 
Imchen, said that the BEFR 
Act of 1873 was toothless 
as its violation comes un-

der bail-able offence. He 
added that the ILP should 
be either implemented in 
the entire state or scrap it 
altogether.
15 ILP defaulters in 
Dimapur since July 30 
According to Dimapur po-
lice, 15 ILP offenders have 
been arrested in the district 
since July 30. However, 
13 of them got bail and 
two are still in detention. It 
added that a case has been 
registered against four de-
faulters.

Collective responsibility
The information and 

publicity secretary of the 
Naga Tribes Council, Theja 
Therieh, has said that eve-

ryone, from government 
establishments to civil so-
ciety organisations to the 
public, should be involved 
in checking the possible 
influx of immigrants.

“Though we blame 
each other, it all comes 
back to working things out 
together,” he told Eastern 
Mirror. He added that the 
government, civil organi-
sations, students’ unions, 
and the public particu-
larly in the ILP-free zone of 
Dimapur, have extended 
cooperation in tackling the 
ILP issue. 

“This time around we 
feel that there will be a 
change. We are very hope-
ful,” he said. 



Schools to observe Swachh Pakhwada

Medical officers sensitised on AEFI

NWHD observes 51st foundation day AR nabs three 
NSCN cadres

Model colony council 
notifies residents
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Dr. Supongmenla Walling talking to participants during the workshop on AEFI, in the CMO’s conference hall in 
Dimapur on August 29.

Members of the Naga Women Hoho of Dimapur and other officials during the organisation’s 51st foundation day celebrations, 
in Dimapur on August 29.

Keyirangding Hegui, along with NERLP officials and village functionaries, seen here during the inauguration of a market shed in Beisumpuikam village 
in Peren district on August 28.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
Department of school ed-
ucation has announced 
to observe a fortnight 
programme on imple-
mentation of Swachh 
Pakhwada (cleanliness 
& sanitation) in schools 
from September 1 to 15. 
The programme is being 
organised in conformity 
with the directive of min-
istry of drinking water 
and sanitation (MDWS), 
which is the nodal min-
istry for Swachh Bharat 
Mission and Swachhta 
Pakhwada.

Informing this in a 
press release, deputy 
commissioner and chair-
man of DMA, SSA, Ko-
hima, Rajesh Soundara-
rajan, has directed all the 

schools to observe the 
programme as per sched-
ule without fail and sub-
mit the day-wise activi-
ties report with two best 
photographs for each ac-
tivities through whatsapp 
or any other device for 
selection of best schools 
and individual of overall 
activities.

The notification also 
informed that observer 
from state/ district/ block 
might come to the school 
without prior notice of 
date and time to see the 
activities. It has directed 
the district level commit-
tee (DLC) to have meet-
ing for selection of best 
schools and individuals, 
adding the time and ven-
ue for prize distribution 

would be intimated in 
due course of time.

T h e  s c h o o l s  we re 
asked to send their dai-
ly activities report to 
the office of DMA SSA, 
Ko h i m a ,  a n d  E B RC s 
through Whatsapp. The 
activities reports could 
be send as shown in EBRC 
wise: L Khel Kohima- 
9402489249/ 9436071257, 
Viswema- 9436062937/ 
9612878251, Chiephobo-
z o u  -  9 0 8 9 2 0 5 9 4 5 / 
8837286936, Tseminyu 
- 9 8 5 6 7 4 2 1 3 0 / 
8794123803, and Sechu 
Zubza - 9 0 8 9 2 0 8 8 5 6 / 
8730030360.

It further informed 
that non performance 
schools would be called 
for disciplinary action.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
A one-day sensitisation 
workshop on adverse ef-
fect following immunisa-
tion (AEFI) cum district 
micro plan review meet-
ing for measles-rubella 
vaccination campaign for 
medical officers and dis-
trict programme manager, 
and block programme 
managers was held in the 
CMO’s conference hall, 
Dimapur, on August 29.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Dr. Supongmenla 
Walling, deputy CMO Per-

en, thanked all the mem-
bers for attending the 
meeting and urged them 
to work together for the 
success of the campaign. 

Besides introduction 
on the AEFI, she highlight-
ed on dos and don’ts and 
the roles and responsibili-
ties of the medical officers 
during such cases.   

Attending the work-
shop, Dr. Archana, RRT 
(WHO), Peren, spoke on 
AEFI management and 
reporting during MR cam-
paigns

D r.  Nu k s h i s a n g l a 
Jamir, DPO UIP/RCH, 
highlighted on introduc-
tion to micro plan reviews.

It was followed with 
presentation of Micro 
plan by Melenguonuo, 
BPM Peren; Rayilungwan-
gle, BPM Jalukie; Tem-
sumenla, BPM Ahthibung; 
and Menulelo Toso, BPM 
Tening. Issues related to 
Micro planning was also 
discussed.

The vote of thanks was 
delivered by Dr. Nuksh-
isangla Jamir.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
Naga Women Hoho Dimapur 
(NWHD) has celebrated its 
51st raising day on August 27 
at DBIDL hall, Dimapur. A 
press release from the hoho 
informed on Wednesday. 

T h e  h o h o  p re s i d e n t , 
Sungsabeni Jamio, in her presi-
dential speech, briefed about 

the plastic free mission. She 
also thanked the administra-
tor of Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC), Moa Sangtam, 
for allowing NWHD to adopt 
and maintain the stretch from 
Plaza point to Clock Tower. 

One of the hoho members, 
Vimeno Angami, introduced a 
new club called WOW (women 

of wonders) in which former 
office bearers of NWHD would 
be part of the organisation. She 
also briefed about the ongoing 
initiative taken up with NOTA 
(Naga Organic Farmers’ Asso-
ciation) as associate partners, 
where local farmers would 
facilitate in disposing their 
products.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): Basing on intelligence 
inputs regarding presence of armed cadre carry-
ing out extortion, Dimapur battalion of Assam 
Rifles along with a state police representative 
swung into action and arrested one person 
with arms and ammunitions from Signal Basti, 
Dimapur, on August 27.

The suspect was commuting in Hyundai 
i-10 car at the time of his arrest. 

According to the defence press release, the 
individual was identified as I Hojeshe Sumi (38), 
deputy secretary NSCN (KN) and son of Inaxu 
Sumi, a resident of Signal Basti, Dimapur. 

Security forces recovered one .32mm Pistol, 
seven live rounds of .32 mm, three live rounds of 
.22mm, one fired case of .32mm, one fired case 
of .22mm and 21 capsules of Spasmo Proxyvon. 

The release further stated that the accused 
along with recovered items were handed over to 
Sub-Urban Police Station, Dimapur, for further 
investigation. 

In another incident, Kohima battalion of 
the Assam Rifles arrested two persons from Jail 
Colony, Kohima, on August 29. 

The two accused were suspected to be cad-
res of NSCN (R). They were identified ‘ss’ Cap-
tain Akhe Chokhe (40) and ‘ss’ 2nd Lieutenant 
Kesheyi R Sakso (38) from Phek district. 

A defence release stated that the accused 
persons had admitted indulging in extortions 
from various shopkeepers in Jail colony, Ko-
hima. It further stated that the accused were 
handed over to South Police Station, Kohima, 
for further investigation.  

In an unrelated programme, Kohima bat-
talion of Assam Rifles had conducted a lecture 
on ‘Use of clean fuel (LPG)’ at Chedima village 
community hall on August 29. 

Altogether, 26 local residents including vil-
lage chairman, GBs, and youth organisation of 
Chedima village attended the programme. 

Information on online filling of applications 
at battalion headquarter for candidates desir-
ous of taking the staff selection commission 
recruitment was also given during the course 
of the lecture.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
Model colony council 
(MCC) has informed all 
its residents to clean the 
drainage in their respective 
compound/ allotted site 
whenever necessary and 
keep their surroundings 
clean. 

While it supports and 
encourages green environ-
ment, the council however 
stated that trees and plants 
should not in any way ob-
struct the nullah, roads, and 
electric wire/poles. 

“Therefore every tree 
and plant should be cleaned 
within its perimeter includ-
ing other materials. De-
faulters will be monitored 
accordingly and action will 
be taken as per resolved by 
the council,” warned the 
council chairman David 
Zhimomi, GB Vikuto Wotsa, 
and secretary Er. K Boheto 
Chophy. 

In a separate notice, 
the council has directed all 
shopkeepers to maintain 
proper use of dustbin and 
regularly clean their sur-
rounding area. It stated that 
the council’s action com-
mittee would monitor hy-
gienic practices in all food 
joints/ shops (butchers) 
especially in bakeries and 

hotels to maintain health 
and preventing diseases.

The council also cau-
tioned that selling of items 
at exorbitant rates would 
be penalised as resolved 
by the majority council 
members. 

The council, in its emer-
gency meeting on August 
27, resolved to strictly moni-
tor its areas and restrict 
unauthorised fishing at gov-
ernment fish farm (FFDA). 
It warned that anyone 
found fishing and violating 
the notice would be penal-
ised accordingly. 

The house also resolved 
to apprise the concerned 
head of the department of 
fisheries to construct prop-
er security fencing, main-
tain proper water outlet 
from the present stagnant 
water to prevent outbreak of 
environmental hazard. 

Meanwhile, the council 
has convened a general 
meeting in the residence of 
its chairman on September 
7 at 4 pm. All the public of 
model colony including 
tenants (young and old) 
are requested to attend the 
meeting without fail. It add-
ed that absentees would be 
recorded and marked for 
necessary action. 

STATE

Marketing shed inaugurated in Beisumpuikam DEO Dimapur informs schools
District Education Officer, Dimapur, R Amongla Jamir has informed that the 
common Teachers’ Day programme under Dimapur district on September 5 
would be held at Convent Hall in the premises of the Christian Higher Second-
ary School at 2 pm. She also informed that the deputy commissioner, Dimapur, 
Sushil Kumar Patel, would grace the occasion as the special guest. In this regard, 
she has requested all the head of the institutions both government and private 
to attend the said function along with 20 students and teachers positively.

Rural libraries asked to collect books
District cultural officer (DCO), Kohima, has informed those registered rural 
libraries under Kohima district which have not collected books for the year 
2017-18 and backlogs of previous years to come and collect it from the direc-
torate of art and culture during office hours within 30 days from the date of 
this publication. DCO Peihau Nsarangbe stated that registered libraries failing 
to collect the same within stipulated period would be deemed non-functional 
and liable to be de-listed.

IRCSN to hold annual meeting
Indian Red Cross Society, Nagaland State Branch (IRCSN) has announced to 
organise the ceremonial function of its 32nd annual general meeting on Sep-
tember 6 at 11 am in the conference hall, Red Cross Complex, Kohima. A DIPR 
report stated that state governor, PB Acharya, would deliver the presidential 
address, while the state chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, would also deliver the vice 
presidential address. The function would be presided over by its chairperson, 
Abeni TCK.

Social welfare to launch video and radio jingles
Child protection service under the department of social welfare has announced 
to launch the video and radio jingles. The programme would be launched by 
advisor of social welfare, Noke Konyak, on August 31 at 11 am at the civil sec-
retariat’s conference hall.

DC Phek informs PMEGP applicants
Deputy commissioner, Phek, Orenthung Lotha, has informed all the applicants 
who have applied for Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme 
(PMEGP) scheme for the year 2018-19 that the interview would be conducted 
on September 13 for DIC and on September 14 for NKVIB at 10 am onwards 
in the DC’s conference hall, Phek. He has informed all the applicants to come 
along with their original documents in support of their candidature. He added 
that no separate calling letter would be issued in this regard.

ASU assembly on September 15
Angami Students’ Union (ASU) announced to hold its second union assembly 
for the tenure 2017-2019 on September 15 at Chumukedima town council hall, 
Chumukedima town, at 11 am. The assembly would be hosted by Chakhroma 
students’ union. In this regard, ASU assembly speaker Kekhrievituo Dahou 
has, in a press release, requested all the range and unit presidents/ represen-
tatives to attend the meeting. Senior leaders of ASU are invited to attend the 
same.

Medziphema ward appreciates state police 
Residents of Loliba Colony, Ward – 8 under Medziphema town has conveyed 
gratitude to the Nagaland police and concerned department in arresting the 
main culprit in the murder of a woman from the colony identified as Zuma Ud-
din. In a press note, the colony residents have requested the authority to take 
punitive measures accordingly without granting any kind of bail whatsoever. 
The house, in a meeting on August 29 affirmed to abide by the rules and regula-
tions of the colony in accordance to the Naga customary laws where perpetra-
tors of such crimes and their kins would never be allowed to reside in the area.

Wokha DPDB meeting rescheduled
Chairman of Wokha District Planning and Development Board (DPDB), Mm-
honlumo Kikon, informed all its members that the monthly board meeting has 
been rescheduled to September 4. He informed that the venue and time would 
remain the same.

NLA speaker convenes meeting 
Speaker of Nagaland Legislative Assembly and the chairman of Business Ad-
visory Committee (BAC) have convened a meeting on at 11 am on September 
7 at the Assembly Committee Room to finalise the provisional programme for 
the ensuing second session of the 13th Assembly which is about to commence 
on September 18. All the BAC members are requested to attend the meeting.

P&AR to organise workshop on ‘pension adalat’ 
Department of personnel and administrative reforms (pension branch) has 
announced to organise a workshop on pension adalat at September 5 at 11 am 
at Multi-Purpose Hall, ATI, in Kohima. The programme will be led its commis-
sioner and secretary, Abhishek Singh. The programme highlights would include 
discussion on the importance of pension adalat and pension grievances.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
A roadside marketing 
shed at Kamdi bazaar in 
Beisumpuikam village in  
Peren district was inau-
gurated on August 28 by 
the DRDA project direc-
tor, Peren, Keyirangding 
Hegui. 

The marketing shed 
was constructed by North 
East Rural Livelihood 
Project (NERLP) under 
the ministry of DONER 
and supported by World 
Bank. The INR 10,02,000 
project was constructed 
with the support of INR 
9,53,200 from NERLP and 
INR 48,000 contribution 
from the community.

Speaking at the in-
augural function, the 
project director congrat-
ulated the Beisumpu-
ikam village council and 
the self help groups’ vil-
lage federation for the 
success in completing 
the project  on t ime. 
While pointing out that 
soil in Peren district is 
the most fertile among 
other districts of Naga-

CORRECTION
Apropos news report under caption ‘Phek CMO informs head of  departments,’ 
published on August 29 of  this local daily on Page 2, the CMO Phek should be read 
as Dr. Laso Lazar and not as rendered. 

land, he encouraged the 
villagers to explore the 
potentials and generate 
income through organic 
cultivation practices. He 
discouraged on the use of 
any chemicals fertilisers 
and insecticides. 

The project director 
assured to set up a soya 
bean and mustard oil ex-

traction unit, maize/ chilli 
grinding unit, and Naga 
chilly and other spices 
drying unit (solar dryer) 
in Beisumpuikam village.

NERLP district project 
manager, Ruuvilie Kotsu, 
said the inauguration 
of roadside marketing 
shed was an example of 
how difficult thing could 

be achieved through the 
ownership taken by com-
munity. He informed that 
roadside marketing shed 
in Beisumpuikam village 
was the first to complete 
out of five such projects 
under NERLP.

The program was 
chaired by Pingkham, 
VCC Libemphai, while 

the invocation was said by 
Hangar Disaung, pastor of 
New Beisumpuikam, and 
the welcome address was 
delivered by Tadibe, VCC 
Beisumpuikam. 

The vote of thanks 
was pronounced by GB 
of Sinlak village and the 
benediction was said by 
Pansam Newme. 

The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) of Kohima region donated INR 7,00,000 to the chief 
minister’s relief fund, on August 30. The donation was handed over to the party’s president, Chingwang 
Konyak, at the NDPP’s head office in Chumukedima, Dimapur. Seen in the picture is NDPP President 
Chingwang Konyak, along with the party’s central office bearers and officials from the Kohima unit.

For a cause

State level NSS training concludes

Y Sacheo Ovung addressing trainees 
during the state-level training in 
Kohima.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): A 
state level training for 76th 
round of National Sample 
Survey (NSS) was conducted 
at the directorate of econom-
ics & statistics in Kohima on 
August 28 and 29. 

An updates informed that 
district economics and statis-
tics officers along with host of 
technical staff from other dis-
tricts attended the training. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
director of economics and 
statistics, Y Sacheo Ovung, 
urged the trainees to be sin-
cere and diligent while can-

vassing the schedules. While 
emphasising on the need 
for reliable statistics of the 

state, he articulated that da-
tabase obtained through the 
NSS would serves as a major 
source of socio-economic 
information for formulating 
comprehensive planning in 
the state.

The survey period has 
been scheduled for  s ix 
months starting from July 1 
to December 31. The press 
release added that the sur-
vey was based on two main 
subjects: ‘drinking water, 
sanitation, hygiene, housing 
conditions” and “survey of 
person with disabilities”.
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A call to be human rights defenders NAAC peer team visits Mt. Tiyi College

Vahan 4.0 services training underway in DmapurICAR distributes 
piglets to farmers

SCHE conducts seminar on HIV/AIDS

Naga lad found dead in ChennaiGovernor addresses media in Mumbai

STATE

Resource persons and participants pose for a group photo after the seminar on HIV/AIDS and drug abuse 
that was conducted for students on August 30.

PB Acharya addressing the media at the Maharashtra Patrakar Sangha, Azad Maidan, in Mumbai, on August 28.

Lanusungkum Aier speaking at the opening of a training programme on Vahan 4.0 services, at the District Transport 
Office in Chumukedima, on August 30.

Some of the participants and officials at the seminar on Human Rights, in Dimapur on August 28.

EM Images

The NAAC team handing over the assessment report to Mt. Tiyi College’s principal.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
With the objective to re-
spond and advocate the 
issues on freedom of opin-
ion, expression, associa-
tion, assembly, dissent, 
protest and all other rights 
including harassment 
and criminalisation of 
all human rights defend-
ers (HRDs), a consulta-
tive meet cum seminar 
on ‘People’s Commission 
on Shrinking Democratic 
Space’ (PCSDS) for Naga-
land state was conducted 
on August 28. The pro-
gramme was organised 
jointly by Peace Channel 
and North East Institute 
of Social Science and Re-
search (NEISSR) in the lat-
ter’s conference hall.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, resource person and 
human rights defender 
from Assam, Ms Bondi-

ta Acharya, stated that 
human rights defenders 
are individuals, groups 
and associations, who 
are committed to defend 
and uphold all human 
rights and fundamental 
freedoms. Highlighting 
on human rights viola-
tion scenario in India, she 
stated that people need to 
raise their voices against 
arbitrary arrest and deten-
tion, extrajudicial killings, 
prisoner rights, militarisa-
tion, social and structural 
discrimination, employ-
ment and livelihood is-
sues, forced evictions and 
displacements and no ac-
cess to basic necessities for 
dignified human life, ecol-
ogy, environment, people’s 
rights over land and natu-
ral resources, discrimina-
tion, rights of indigenous 
peoples etc. 

Stating that human 
rights agencies have failed 
to protect people’s rights, 
she said human rights 
defenders should come 
forward to fight for rights, 
which has been compro-
mised by the stakehold-
ers starting from whistle-
blowers to law makers. 
She went on to state that 
stakeholders have failed 
to protect and promote 
fundamental freedoms of 
peoples and individuals 
including principles of 
democracy and secular-
ism. 

Later, Ms Acharya 
briefed the participants 
on PCSDS - its objectives, 
structure, state process etc. 
She also encouraged the 
participants to be part of 
PCSDS to protect human 
rights defenders and ad-
vocate human rights. She 

added that PCSDS does 
not accept grants from any 
agencies. She further urged 
the participants to visit its 
website www.pcsds.in for 
any information regarding 
PCSDS.

T Limanochet Jamir, 
assistant professor of Ko-
hima Law College and 
member of PCSDS na-
tional working committee, 
exhorted that a person 
need not have to be in a 
position of power to bring 
change. 

He added that sheer 
will-power and determi-
nation and most of all 
God’s favour is needed 
to bring about any social 
transformation. 

Referring Jesus Christ 
as a human rights defend-
er, he explained how Jesus 
Christ defended rights of 
the poor and the needy, 

widows etc. and worked 
for the welfare of the peo-
ple but was persecuted 
even to the extent of His 
death. 

Principal of City Law 
College, P Leonard Aier, in 
his concluding remarks, 
claimed that the state, 
which is supposed to safe-
guard rights of its citizens, 
is the biggest violators of 
human rights. To substan-
tiate his statement, he said 
the state regulates law and 
at the same time misuse 
the law by coercive power 
and projects their author-
ity to the citizens. 

Describing India as 
a democratic country 
under the constitution 
where rights of its citi-
zens are safeguarded, he 
however stated it is not 
absolute and effective as 
it is enshrined. Quoting 
Martin Luther King “Our 
lives begin to end the day 
we become silent about 
things that matter,” he 
questioned if we are fol-
lowing the principles of 
democracy when there is 
a lack of dialogue.

Stating that the Con-
stitution provides demo-
cratic space for funda-
mental rights, he asked 
the participants to ponder 
upon whether they are us-
ing the democratic space 
or scared to use the space 
to defend their rights.

Rev. Fr.  John Poji, 
NEISSR vice principal, in-
voked God’s blessing and 
the programme conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks 
delivered by Ms Garrol 
Lotha. Altogether 120 par-
ticipants from different 
organisations and institu-
tions actively participated 
in the programme.

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, Aug. 30 (EMN): A 
peer team of the national 
assessment and accredita-
tion council (NAAC) visit-
ed at Mount Tiyi College in 
Wokha district on August 
29 and 30 for assessment 
and enlisting the college 
in national standards and 
ranking.

NAAC team was led 
by Prof. Mohamad Iqbal 
Ali as chairperson, Prof. 
Ashan Riddi as member 
coordinator and Dr. Man-
ish K Pandya as member.

On day one, the visit-
ing team interacted with 
the students, checked in-

frastructures and rated on 
the basic amenities of the 
college. The programme 
concluded on August 30 
wherein a culmination 
programme was conduct-
ed in the college campus 
with teaching faculties, 
students and NACC team.

Prof. Mohamad Iqbal 
Ali congratulated the col-
lege authority, teaching 
faculties, students and 
college principle, Apeni 
Lotha, for their warm ges-
ture. Ali has expressed ad-
miration on the zeal of the 
teaching faculty to help 
the students and for the 
warm welcome accorded 

to the team.
In wishing the college 

to grow, he noted that 
Mount Tiyi College would 
one day achieve all round 
development. He also sug-
gested the authority to 
invite more streams of 
curriculum besides Arts 
stream.

NACC team handed 
over the assessments re-
sult to the principal of 
Mount Tiyi College, Ap-
eni Lotha. Prof. Mohamad 
Iqbal Ali informed that 
formal result would be de-
clared officially later and 
greeted best wishes to the 
college.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 30: A two-day 
training on Vahan 4.0 services 
commenced on August 30 
at the District Transport Of-
fice (DTO), Chumukedima. 
Vahan 4.0, which started in 
June, is an online application 
for processing and issuing of 
vehicle registration certificate. 

The participants would 
be trained on two modules 
namely online payment and 
dealer point entry, informed 
Lanusungkum Aier, technical 
director and transport project 
coordinator of national infor-

matics centre, Nagaland.  
Aier informed that DTO 

in Dimapur was the only one 
with the facility of Vahan 4.0. 
He hoped that all the seven 
other districts in Nagaland 
with DTO would come under 
Vahan 4.0.

“This is a facility for deal-
ers where they can be part of 
the registration process with 
the click of a mouse,” said 
Aier pointing out that dealers 
from Dimapur would be han-
dling customers not just from 
Dimapur but from other dis-
tricts of Nagaland too.

“Vahan 4.0 also acts like 
a bridge between the deal-
ers and the DTO,” said Aier 
adding that it is built as a por-
tal known as ‘Vahan portal’ 
which is a streamlined facility 
of citizen centric services. 

The main objective of the 
training is to familiarise the 
district transport officers and 
their staff with the revamped 
transport software Vahan 4.0.

The inaugural session 
was chaired by senior district 
transport officer of Dimapur, 
Lovikali Yepthomi.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): A piglet distribution 
programme was carried out at Nkwareu in 
Peren on August 28 by ICAR-NDRI, Kalyani-
ERS under the NEH project “Uplift of socio-
economic condition of tribal people through 
integrated livestock farming in North-Eastern 
Hill region.” 

The event was conducted in collaboration 
with the college of veterinary sciences and 
animal husbandry and North East Rural Liveli-
hood Project (NERLP) in Jalukie. 

According to a press statement, fifty piglets 
were distributed to 50 beneficiaries from four 
villages namely Nkwareu, Samziuram, Jalukie 
B, and New Jalukie. The head of ICAR-National 
Diary Research Institute (NDRI) ERS Kalyani, 
Dr. TK Dutta, and the principal invigilator of 
the project, were the chief guests of the pro-
gramme. 

The updates stated that Dutta had briefed 
on the uplift of socio-economic condition 
of tribal people through integrated livestock 
farming in the North eastern region. He stated 
that farmers would gain sustainable livelihood 
from the project. 

The updates also informed that ‘animal 
health-cum-vaccination camp’ was also or-
ganised by the College of Veterinary Sciences 
and Animal Husbandry, Jalukie at the same 
venue. 

According to the updates, 88 farmers reg-
istered for the treatment of their livestock. It 
mentioned that a total of 198 animals were 
treated during the camp while 50 dogs were 
vaccinated against rabies.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): Salesian Col-
lege of Higher Education (SCHE) had 
organised a seminar on HIV/AIDS and 
drugs addiction for the students of 5th 
semester on August 30 at Fr. Paul Bernick’s 
Hall. 

Rev. Fr. Chacko and Sr. Florence from 
Chavara Home were the resource per-
sons of the day. The objective behind the 
seminar was to equip students in creating 
awareness and enable them help and 
provide guidance to persons affected, 
infected by the HIV virus and also help 
drugs addicts in their respective locality.

Speaking in the first session, Sister 
Florence spoke on the mode of transmis-
sion which could be in the forms of sexual 
intercourse, blood transfusion, sharing 
of infected syringe, vertical transmission, 
etc. 

She also emphasised on the wrong 

concept about the HIV/AIDS that could 
result in excommunicating, ostracising 
and exiling the infected persons from the 
community. She made it clear that HIV 
cannot be transmitted through human 
behaviour like hugging, shaking of hands, 
sharing of clothes, kissing, living together 
in the same house, eating together or 
even mosquito bite.

Rev. Fr. Chacko spoke in the second 
session on drug addiction. He spoke on 
alcohol links such as dependency (both 
physical and psychological), depression, 
peer pressure, hallucinations. 

“The alcohol is a disease” was the 
punch-mark of his lecture of the day.

The 5th semester students and the 
teachers participated with full coopera-
tion and attention. The Red Ribbon Club 
presented a song and proposed a vote of 
thanks.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): A Zeme Naga boy 
in his 20s identified as Ipebuing Riame was 
found dead at Mambalam railway line by 
Chennai police on August 29.

“The body has been ascertained as Ipe-
buing Riame and is now in Rajiv Gandhi 
Hospital’s mortuary in Chennai,” president 
of Zeliangrong Students’ Union Chennai, 
Jangdim Gondaimai, told Eastern Mirror on 
Thursday. 

According to the president, Riame came 
to Chennai this year and had been working 
in a restaurant. “Riame’s friends told me that 
they had been trying to reach him over the 
phone for the last two days but to no avail,” 
Gondaimai informed.

According to Gondaimai, police were 
informed about the dead body by some 
witnesses to which the police responded 
and reached the spot after three hours of his 
death. 

However, since the police had no clue 
about the identity of the deceased, they used 
his SIM card in their phone since Riame’s 
phone had a password. 

“According to initial examination, we are 
thinking that he was hit by a passing train. 
His face had been defaced to some extent,” 
the president said.

Gondaimai informed that a post mortem 
would be carried out tomorrow at 10 am. 
“His parents had requested for his body to 
be sent home, but since his parents are not 
in a position to afford the fare we are raising 
a fund here,” the president added.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): Na-
galand governor, PB Acharya, 
highlighted the responsibility 
of media- the fourth pillar of 
democracy in nation build-
ing, and how media, both 
print and electronic, can play 
a crucial role in the overall 
development of the country 
through responsible reporting.

The governor was ad-
dressing journalists from 
prominent newspapers and 
news channels of Maharash-
tra at Maharashtra Patrakar 

Sangha, Azad Maidan, Mum-
bai, on August 28. Governor 
talked about the importance 
of development of the NA-
MASTE north east states for 
the overall development of 
the nation and how media 
could play its important role 
in this aspect. 

A Raj Bhavan press release 
stated that the importance of 
3Es - Education, Electricity 
and Employment was espe-
cially emphasised upon in 
order to develop the region. He 

stated that it was the responsi-
bility of every Indian to work 
for betterment of the NE India 
as the region was neglected in 
the past. 

Acharya opined that India 
would develop as a strong na-
tion only when all the states 
are developed equitably. He, 
therefore, called upon the 
media to play important part 
by focusing on the positiv-
ity of the NE region in order 
to create the right image of 
Northeast India.
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Tripura tribal parties press for NRC, 
similar demand from Mizoram, Nagaland

Assam plans separate river 
terminal, vessel management entity

Over 80 % of people 
with disability live in 
rural areas in Mlaya.

Land immigration centre along 
Myanmar border opened

Marriage certificate mandatory 
in Meghalaya — OfficialICAR hands chilli processing unit to village Assam govt. likely to allow 

police action against 15 officials

Assam Don Bosco 
University goes ‘green’ 
with solar energy

MLA requests govt. to stop 
smuggling of rare medicinal plant

Agartala/Aizawl, Aug. 30 
(IANS): Even as leaders of 
Tripura tribal parties press 
the Centre for the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
in the state, various parties 
in Mizoram and Nagaland 
too have also started de-
manding the NRC in their 
states.

Leaders of Indigenous 
Nationalist Party of Tripu-
ra (INPT) and Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT) during the past two 
days have met various 
Central authorities and 
ministers in Delhi and 
demanded preparation of 
the NRC in Tripura on the 
lines of Assam.

Meanwhile, Mizoram’s 
all powerful NGO, Young 
Mizo Association (YMA), 
has raised a similar de-
mand in the Christian-
dominated state while the 
Nagaland unit of Janata 
Dal (United) has demand-
ed introduction of NRC 

in the tribal-dominated 
state.

“We have submitted 
a memorandum to the 
Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner of 
India in Delhi explaining 
the reasons for NRC in 
Tripura. We are also try-
ing to meet Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh,” 
INPT General Secretary 
Jagadhish Debbarma told 
IANS over phone from 
Delhi on Thursday.

He said that INPT’s 
other demands include 
more constitutional power 
to the Tripura Tribal Ar-
eas Autonomous District 
Council (TTAADC), with-
drawal of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, 
introduction of inner-line 
permit in the TTAADC 
areas and inclusion of tri-
bals’ Kokborok language 
in the 8th Schedule of the 
Constitution.

Another delegation of 

IPFT, the junior partner of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party- 
led alliance government 
in Tripura, during the past 
two days met Union Tribal 
Affairs Minister Jual Oram 
and Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) 
in-charge of Ministry of 
Development of North 
Eastern Region Jitendra 
Singh and raised various 
demands, including NRC 
and more constitutional 
power to the TTAADC.

The ruling BJP, op-
position Congress and 
Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist-led Left Front 
strongly oppose the IPFT’s 
statehood demand.

The Nagaland unit of 
Janata Dal (United) in a 
press release said like As-
sam, a similar exercise 
must be undertaken in 
Nagalnd for the detection 
and deportation of “illegal 
immigrants” by updating 
the NRC in the state.

Guwahati, Aug. 30 (PTI): The 
Assam Inland Water Transport 
Department is considering to 
form a new organisation to 
manage the river terminals 
and vessels, for which it will 
engage its existing surplus 
manpower in the state.

“We are actively consider-
ing to have a new set up to 
manage the river terminals 
and the vessels. It is some-
thing like airport and aircraft 
management. The proposed 
entity will be fully govern-
ment controlled,” Inland Wa-
ter Transport (IWT) Director 
BB Dev Choudhury told PTI 
here.

Currently, IWT sector has 
no enforcement, no regu-
lations, no security checks 
and no registration of private 
small engined ‘bhootbhuti’ 
vessels, he said.

“IWT has more than 4,000 

employees and most of them 
are Grade III and IV staff, who 
have no work. Our aim is to 
engage them after proper 
training in the new set up. We 
can easily route 40 per cent 
of the current staff to the new 
organisation once it is final-
ised,” Choudhury said.

This proposal is part of 
the USD 150 million World 
Bank project to develop the 
state’s inland water transport 
system.

“The project duration is 
four years and it will begin 
once the Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs (DEA) of the 
Centre approves. Currently, 
the study of the project is go-
ing on and we aim to place the 
proposal to DEA in February 
next year,” the senior Assam 
government official said.

He said the major chal-
lenge for the IWT in develop-

ing the waterways is absence 
of vessel repair facility in the 
state.

“The only option is to 
send them to Kolkata. So 
we are proposing to have 
vessel repair facilities in Gu-
wahati, Majuli and Dhu-
bri. Regarding terminals, we 
cannot have fixed set up as 
Brahmaputra changes its 
course due to erosion. That is 
why, we are planning to have 
floating terminals,” Choud-
hury said.

In a workshop this morn-
ing, the recommendations of 
a World Bank funded research 
study on Regional Trade and 
Gender Inclusive Assam In-
lands Waterways Sector were 
discussed with various stake-
holders.

The study, conducted by 
research firm MAZARS with 
support from Assam Govern-

ment, provided context and 
insight into existing trade 
patterns and livelihoods strat-
egies for communities, par-
ticularly women traders and 
their barriers to regional trade 
through inland waterways 
transport system.

“The growing gender dis-
parity in Assam’s human de-
velopment outcomes such as 
women’s workforce participa-
tion in recent years reinforces 
the need for developing a 
gender inclusive IWT serv-
ices that are not only safe 
for women, but also help in 
promoting their economic 
opportunities,” it said.

Women traders living on 
riverine islands or upstream 
areas of the river with no vi-
able alternatives were found 
to be most affected due to im-
proper IWT arrangements,” 
the study said.

Shillong, Aug. 30 (PTI): Meghalaya Social 
Welfare Minister Kyrmen Shylla today said 
over 80 per cent of 44,317 people with dis-
abilities are living in the rural areas of the 
state and there is a need to rehabilitate and 
empower them.

Inaugurating a two-day national semi-
nar on Strategic Plan for Rehabilitation 
of Persons with Disabilities here, he said 
that a strategic plan would help mobilise 
support for disabled people in the north 
eastern region and thereby creating an 
inclusive society.

Additional Chief Secretary Hector Mar-
wein said that the Unique Disability Iden-
tity Card (UDID) was yet to be issued to 
disabled persons in the state and requested 
the Union Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment to expedite the process 
so that the beneficiaries could get several 
benefits. The joint secretary of the Union 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empower-
ment Dolly Chakraborty quoting Census 
2011 said there were 2.68 crore people with 
disabilities in the country, of which 7.33 
lakh were in the North East.

New Delhi, Aug. 30 (PTI): India has opened an im-
migration check-post in Mizoram along the border 
with Myanmar, a reflection of its growing closeness 
with the eastern neighbour.

In a notification, the Home Ministry said the 
central government has designated Zokhawthar 
land check-post in Mizoram as an authorised im-
migration centre for entry into and exit from India 
with valid travel documents for all passengers to or 
from Myanmar. 

The move came days after India and Myanmar 
opened the land border crossing at Zokhawthar-Rih. 
Zokhawthar is in Champhai district of Mizoram, 
while Rih is in Myanmar’s Chin province.

Zokhawthar will be the second immigration 
check-post in Mizoram along the Myanmar bor-
der, after Zorinpui in Lawngtlai district, which was 
opened in September last year.

Zokhawthar border trading post is one of the 
largest trading centres after the state capital Aizwal.

India shares a 1,643-km-long border with Myan-
mar which touches Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, 
Manipur and Mizoram.

Shillong, Aug. 30 (PTI):  
The Meghalaya govern-
ment has made it manda-
tory to furnish marriage 
certificates by married 
couples for all official pur-
poses, an official said to-
day.

The government has 
issued instructions to all 
government departments 
to ensure that individuals 
submit the certificates for 
all official purposes, regis-
tration department under 
secretary B Syiemlieh said 
in a letter to social activist 
Michael N Syiem.

“The government has 
made it mandatory for 
married men and women 
to furnish marriage cer-
tificates for all official pur-
poses as notified under the 
Meghalaya Compulsory 
Registration of Marriage 
Act, 2012,” the official said.

The social activist, who 
spearheaded a movement 
for compulsory registra-
tion of marriages in the 
state, had written to the 
chief minister earlier this 
year seeking immediate 
implementation of the 
said Act in view of the fact 

that cabinet approval of 
the rules had been ac-
corded in 2015.

He argued that com-
pulsory registration of 
marriages would solve 
the issues of increasing 
number of broken families 
and various other social 
problems.

Besides empowering 
women, he said women 
here were often uncer-
emoniously left by their 
husbands and there was 
no law to compel the latter 
to provide maintenance to 
the wives and children.

Our Correspondent
Sirarakhong, Aug. 30 (EMN):The Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
in Manipur on Thursday formally handed 
over a small processing unit that would 
speed up drying of a minimum of 100 
kilogram of chilli daily, to the villagers 
of Sirarakhong, a small hamlet located 
about 67 km away from Imphal in Ma-
nipur’s Ukhrul district.

The processing unit includes a grind-
er, a dryer, sealer, sieving, and weighing 
machines. It was provided to the villagers 
through the Sirarakhong Hathei Promo-
tion Committee considering the potential 
of the village which produces an exclusive 
variety of chilli. It has higher ASTA colour 
value than the Kashmiri chilli in the coun-
try, according to Senior Scientist Dr  Dr 

Subhra Saikat Roy  of the ICAR.
A small formal programme was held 

during the second day of the ongoing 
3-day 9th Hathei Phanit or chilli festival.

Earlier, the second day of the 3-day 
chilli festival saw honouring of local MLA 
Khashim Vashum with traditional attire 
and a basket of chilli. In return, the MLA 
handed a token of financial assistance to 
the festival’s organisers. 

Chilli is cultivated in the ‘jhum’ ar-
eas of the village, which has around 400 
houses with a population of more than 
2000. 80% of the population who were 
engaged in chilli cultivation have been 
producing around 10,000 kilograms of 
chilli annually. There are eight varieties 
of chillies including Hathei in Manipur, 
according to horticulture officials.

Guwahati, Aug. 30 (PTI): Assam government is likely to 
allow the police for filing chargesheet against 15 public 
servants, including state civil service officers, in corrup-
tion cases, a source in the Home Department told PTI.

Of the 15, four had been in the rank of additional dep-
uty commissioner between 2003 and 2017 - the period 
when the cases were filed. As per rule, the police have 
sought sanction from the government to go ahead with 
filing of chargesheets against the officials in as many as 
11 corruption cases across the state.

“The government has received requests for prosecu-
tion sanctions against some officials. It is under consid-
eration. As the thrust of the government is zero tolerance 
for any kind of corruption, the necessary sanctions will 
be issued in the coming days,” the Home Department 
source told PTI.

Some of the cases were related to land, including 
frauds in providing compensation to people during ex-
pansion of national highway in a few districts of Upper 
Assam, he added.

Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): 
Assam Don Bosco Univer-
sity has installed dozens 
of solar panels at its cam-
puses located in Azara 
and Tapesia in Guwahati 
to “harvest solar energy.” 
This project generates 
160 kw of solar power at 
Azara campus and 160 
kw Tapesia Gardens, the 
institution stated in a press 
release on Wednesday. 

“This project will pro-
vide clean green energy 
without polluting the en-
vironment and ecosys-
tem. Further, the energy 
produced is directly fed 
to the national grid with-
out having to store this 
energy in lead-acid bat-
teries, which is expensive 

to maintain and disposal 
of the spent batteries will 
again pose a threat to the 
environment.” Further, 
the university informed to 
have taken steps to set up 
a bigger solar farm using 
the slopes of the hills to 
place the solar panels.In 
addition, due to the avail-
ability of natural streams 
coursing through the cam-
pus area and development 
of reservoirs and canals 
for water conservation.
The installation of a facil-
ity for generating micro 
hydroelectric power up to 
15 KW is under way,” the 
press release quoted its ad-
ministrative and develop-
ment officer Dr. Peter Paul 
Hauhnar as having aid. 

Itanagar, Aug. 30 (PTI): Ruling BJP 
MLA Tatung Jamoh today raised in the 
Arunachal Pradesh Assembly the illegal 
smuggling of Paris Polyphylla, a rare 
medicinal plant found in several districts 
of the state.

During a Calling Attention motion 
Jamoh requested the state government 
to take adequate steps to prevent illegal 
smuggling of the rare medicinal plant 
which is enlisted as rare endangered 
and threatened species by the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN).

Jamoh informed that the plant, lo-
cally known as ‘Kala Kochu’, has been 
illegally extracted from various districts 
of the state and traded by the smugglers 
at Rs 4,000-5,000 per kg.

“The smuggling of the plant by peo-
ple from outside the state has led to law 
and order problems in various parts of 
the state with reports of murder in Up-
per Siang district in recent times,” Jamoh 
said and urged the government to work 
out modalities to stop the menace.

Paris polyphylla is a member of the 
family of Melanthiaceae (earlier Tril-
liaceae or Liliaceae) and is known to 
have many medicinal properties like 
anti-cancer, anti-microbial, anti-tumor, 

cytotoxicity, etc.
Responding to the motion, state En-

vironment and Forest Minister Nabam 
Rebia while admitting the fact informed 
that the matter was discussed in the last 
meeting of State Board for Wildlife and in 
the meeting convened by Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu on May 24 this year with 
forest officials of the state.

“Since it is vulnerable, the depart-
ment cannot fix royalty of this medicinal 
plant and allow extraction of the natu-
rally growing stock. A committee has 
been constituted on August 21 last to 
formulate guidelines and modalities 
for cultivation, harvesting and com-
mercialization of important medicinal 
plants including Paris Pollyphylla,” Rebia 
disclosed.

Rebia said that required intensifica-
tion of forest protection throughout the 
state is very difficult with the limited 
manpower available with the depart-
ment.

The minister said a proposal has 
been submitted to the department of ad-
ministrative reforms and after obtaining 
necessary approval from all concerned, a 
cabinet note will be prepared and placed 
before the government for creation of 
the 200 posts.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1925SUD0KU 1765
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. 10th letter of the Greek alphabet
 6. Small mouthfuls
 10. Actor ____ Dillon
 14. Plants of the lily family
 15. Threesome
 16. Fragrance
 17. Open country
 18. Lion sound
 19. US state
 20. Science fiction historian Forrest J. 

________
 22. Caught one’s breath
 24. Optimistic or hopeful
 25. American spacecraft
 26. University in New Orleans
 29. Potato (slang)
 30. “Oh my!”
 31. Disasterous
 37. Singers LaBelle, Page or Smith
 39. French for “Dry”
 40. Highly unconventional
 41. Compounds formed by the 

removal of water
 44. Aromatic herb
 45. Affirmatives
 46. Ukrainian Black Sea port
 48. Tearfully sentimental
 52. Low platform
 53. Historical records
 54. Ears of maize
 58. Body covering
 59. Exchange for money
 61. Magical spirit
 62. Fruit of the blackthorn bush
 63. United States Information  Agency
 64. Parental brother
 65. Yearnings or desires
 66. English college
 67. Guide or control 

 DOWN
 1. Tropical Pacific shrub
 2. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
 3. 11th US President James Knox 

____
 4. Sodomy
 5. ______onomy = Study of 

the stars
 6. Wander or deviate
 7. Ferrous
 8. Latin for “Tender” or 

“Delicate”
 9. Tropical cereal grass
 10. Damp
 11. Choose or accept 

responsibility
 12. Absorbent cloth
 13. Exchange
 21. Millisecond

 23. Sound
 25. “The Final Frontier”
 26. Small savory Spanish dish
 27. ____ Bator, Mongolia
 28. Thin flat strip of wood
 29. Sleighs
 32. Pertaining to the largest 

continent
 33. Swollen or distended
 34. Elevator inventor
 35. Large containers
 36. Stiff hairs or bristles
 38. Peaceful or romantic 

scene 
 42. Put out again

 43. Fly high
 47. An object whose name is 

forgotten
 48. Having great bulk
 49. Foot joint
 50. Labor organization
 51. Citizens of Denmark
 52. Broadway composer 

Robert Emmett _____
 54. Muse of history (Greek 

mythology)
 55. A single instance
 56. Gastric fluid
 57. Fortune teller
 60. Estimate (abbrev.)

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1764
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KERISULE D/o LT. SACHONU NALEO resident of Lerie 
Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late mother. Bank A/C No.36693306056 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. 
Who expired on 28.04.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                    Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018

KG-2770

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. RAZOUSENUO W/o LT. VIWELIE ANGAMI, Pensioner resident 
of Kitsubozou, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband- Pension P.O No.NL/S/10682 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank 
A/C No.10530641628 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 17.07.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018

KG-2771   

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. KODOTSO S/o LT. KHALO-Ü, Pensioner resident of Electrical 
Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late 
mother- Pension P.O No.NL/S/12603 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C 
No.33701662862 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 02.06.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI              Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018

KG-2772

AFFIDAVITRegistration No.1629/18 Date: 31.07.18
I, Shri. Hokikhe H. Yeptho, son of Late. Hovishe Yeptho, Born on the 28/03/1961,resident of H/
No. 131,Block- 2, Thilixu Village, Dimapur-797115, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare 
on oath as under:-

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a resident of the aforementioned address.
2. That my name has been entered/recorded as Hokikhe H. Yeptho in my official documents 

document such as my pan card and Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No.5509 7262 1689 and as 
H.Hokikhe Yeptho in my Educational documents.

3. That the initial ‘H’ stands for “Hovishe” which pertains to the name of my father, hence my 
name in full from should be read as Hokikhe Hovishe Yeptho @ Hovishe Hokikhe Yeptho.

4. That this affidavit is sworn for the purpose of clarifying that the initial ‘H’ in my name stands for 
‘Hovishe’ which pertains to the name of my father and that Hokikhe H.Yeptho @ Hokikhe H. 
Yepyho @ Hovishe Hokikhe Yeptho are synonymous and indistinguishable and pertains to the 
name of the one and the same person i.e. me before the concerned authority.

 VERIFICATION
I, Hokikhe H. Yeptho, do hereby verify that the averments made in the foregoing paras 1-4 are 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed 
therein.

DEPONENT
Solemnly affirmed before me
Temjentongzok Ao
Notary Public D-5906

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 30th August 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. REV-1/90-D/        Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti. Abemo Lotha resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.07, Dag No.15 
measuring an area 0-1-8 located at Block No/
Village.02, Mouza No.02 which has been located 
mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 06.9.18.

NOTICE

D-5907

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 30th August July 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-1/90-D/        Notice is 
hereby given that Shri/Smti. Tungusian Lotha 
resident of Dimapur who has applied for issue of 
mortgage clearance concerning to Patta No.984, Dag 
No.957/1066 measuring an area 00-00-03 located 
at Block No/Village.05, Mouza No.02 which has been 
located mortgage in the SBI Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 06.09.18.

NOTICE

D-5908

DECLARATION
REGD.NO.105/2018 DATE: 15.5.2018
I, Shri C. Sashi, Son of B. Chuba Phom, residence of Lotha Colony, Dimapur, 
Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:

1.  That I am the oldest son on Shri B. Chuba Phom who is a retired government 
servant, residing at Alayong Village in the district of Longleng, Nagaland.

2. That my father, B. Chuba Phom borrowed loans from different individuals 
and agents on different occasions without my knowledge or knowledge of 
my mother/family. And the said loans were not borrowed to utilize in the 
family in any manner but he availed the loans for his extra marital affairs or 
associated with the same affairs.

3. That he had also executed agreements, promissory note, etc. in relation to 
the loans borrowed by him on different occasions for the reasons state in the 
foregoing para.

4. That my father B. Chuba Phom and mother divorced as per our Naga 
customary practice/usage and they have been living separately for about 20 
years.

5. That any claim, title, interest, debt, etc. made by any individual or group to 
me or to my mother or my family, we shall not be held accountable in any 
manner whatsoever.

DECLARANT
Solemnly affirmed and declared on the 15th day of May, 2018 at Dimapur.
TEMSUMENLA
NOTARY PUBLIC

D-5905

OFFICE OF THE
VILLAGE COUNCIL, CHANGKI
Mangkolemba Sub - Division

Mokokchung District
P.O. Changki, Nagaland.

Village Council Changki felicitates the following Changkians for 
their promotion: 
1. IMTILIPIK TZUDIR (Dy. Director Agriculture Department) 
2. BURWATI -do-
3. LIMASUNEP LONGCHARI -do-
4. LANUNOCHETLA (Sub Divisional Agriculture Officer) 
Changki Village Council prays to Almighty God to bless each 
one of you to success in all your endeavours. 

(LENDIMENBA AMRI) (NUNGSHILUEN) 
 Chairman Secretary 
 Village Council Changki Village Council Changki 
 Mokokchung Nagaland Mokokchung Nagaland

Date: 30.08.18

FELICITATION

D-5910

OFFICE OF THE
VILLAGE COUNCIL, CHANGKI
Mangkolemba Sub - Division

Mokokchung District
P.O. Changki, Nagaland.

Village Council Changki felicitates Shri. Ben Longkumer, 
Commandant N.A.P.T.C. Chumukedima, Nagaland s/o Mr. 
Lanuteka Longkumer and Mrs. P. Singson, for receiving 
the Police medal for meritorious service award 2018 from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India on 72nd Indian 
Independence Day 2018. 
Village Council Changki prays to Almighty God for success 
in all his endeavours. 

(LENDIMENBA AMRI) (NUNGSHILUEN) 
 Chairman Secretary 
 Village Council Changki Village Council Changki 
 Mokokchung Nagaland Mokokchung Nagaland

Date: 30.08.18

FELICITATION

D-5911

IMMANUEL COLLEGE
Dimapur: Nagaland.

NOTICE FOR EXAM FORM FILL UP
Students of B.A. & B.Sc. 1st, 3rd & 5th Semesters 
with Backlog & Repeaters are directed to fill up 
the Application Forms for NU Exams from 31st 
August to 6th Sept 2018 (9:30 am - 2:00 pm). 
Documents to be enclosed - Original Mark-
sheet & Admit card of the Semester exam to be 
appeared & Photocopy of HSLC admit card. 

No form would be accepted after the last date. 
 Principal #03862-248275/248212.
D-5909

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF STATE TAXES

NAGALAND: DIMAPUR
NO.CT/ESTT/624/2018/712    Dated Dimapur the 30th August, 2018.

ADVERTISEMENT
As per the approval of the Government of Nagaland vide letter NO.FIN/REV-17/
ESTT/2012/156 dated 6th June 2018 applications are invited from Indigenous Inhabitants 
of Nagaland for filling the following post under the Department of State Taxes, 
Government of Nagaland in the prescribed Application Form: 
1.    Name of Post: LDA-cum-Computer Assistant (District) 
2.    Number of Posts: 14 (fourteen) posts. 
3.    SCALE OF PAY: Level-4 in the Pay Matrix (Rs.19500-62000) 

4.    Educational Qualification :-
Graduate in any discipline with Certificate in Diploma in Computer Application.  
However, for the candidates from the Backward Tribe, the educational qualifications  
required will be Class-XII passed with Certificate in Diploma in Computer Application. 

5.    Age on 01-01-2018 :- Minimum - 21. Maximum - 30. Upper age relaxation as per     
        Government O.M/Orders. 
6.    Reservation of quota shall be as per Government Office Memorandum. 
7.    Documents Required :-

a)   Educational qualification certificate from Matric onwards. 
b)   Scheduled Tribe Certificate. 
c)   Backward Tribe Certificate. 
d)   Indigenous Inhabitant Certificate. 
e)   NOC from H.O.D. for serving candidates. 

8.    Application Forms Fee Rs.200/- (non-refundable) 
9.    Application Forms shall be issue from the Office of the Commissioner of State   
        Taxes Nagaland, Dimapur on payment of the Application Form Fee with effect from     
        04.09.2018. 
10. Application Form duly filled and accompanied by the required documents   
        alongwith 3 (three) recent passport photo should be submitted in the Office of the  
        Commissioner of State Taxes Nagaland, Dimapur during Office hours. 
11. The last date for submission of Application Forms is 03.10.2018. 
12. Application submitted prior to this advertisement should be resubmitted afresh in      
        the prescribed Application Form. 
13. Candidates who qualified the Written Test shall be called for Viva Voce. 
14. Application Form without required documents/overage/underage or application     
        received after closing date shall be summarily rejected. 
15.  Admit card shall be issued only to the eligible candidates. 
16. The Department will also notify the date of written examination through local      
        papers. (Y.MHATHUNG MURRY) 

Additional Commissioner of State Taxes 
Nagaland: DimapurDG-772

Office of the
VISWEMA YOUTH ORGANISATION

Viswema Village
Dist. Kohima- 797001 : Nagaland

SHOOTING COMPETITION AT VISWEMA.
The Viswema Youth Organization will be holding its annual 
Shooting Competition on Tuesday September 4th 2018 (Binyi 
Tenyi Zha se) at John Govt. Hr. Sec. School Ground, Viswema 
at 10: 00. A.M. onwards. This competition will be held in 
three categories as Muzzle loading gun in first category, 22 
Riffle in second category and other Riffle in third category. 
Mr. Zhotoho Kiso, Chairman Viswema Village Council will 
be inaugurate & exhorts while Mr. Lodiho Thapo, Associate 
Pastor Viswema Baptist Church will invocate prayer lead by 
Mr. Kevithushi Kikhi, Games & Sports Secretary, VYO. All the 
bonafide members of VYO above 18 Years as age are requested 
to participate and come to witness this programme. Attractive 
prizes will be awarded to the first and second position in all the 
three categories by the VYO executives.
 Sd/-
 (Mr. KEVITHUSHI KIKHI) (Mr. Kezho Vitsu)
 Games & Sports Secy. VYO Info. & Publicity Secy. VYO

K-
18
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KG-2769

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE

CALL FOR PERSONAL INTERVIEW
NO:AGR/ESTT/ADVT/2017-2018: In pursuance of the Departmental 
Advertisement NO. AGR/ESTT/ADVT/2017-18/ dated Kohima the 
13th Sept. 2017 for recruitment of 13 posts of LDA cum Computer 
Assistant (both for Directorate and District), the Written Examination 
was conducted on 11th August 2018. The undersigned hereby notified 
that the eligible candidates based on written examination result are 
shortlisted in the ratio of 1:10 and accordingly candidates bearing the 
following Roll Numbers in ascending order and date of interview are 
indicated as per the table below:-

 Shortlisted Roll Numbers Date of 
Interview

0018, 0048, 0086, 0088, 0093, 0171, 0209, 0216, 0218, 0293, 
0331, 0364, 0380, 0387, 0411, 0416, 0444, 0486, 0497, 0616, 
0644, 0690, 0742, 0762, 0767, 0826, 0833, 0858, 1071, 1115, 
1218, 1237, 1244, 1247, 1254, 1259, 1266, 1270, 1290, 1299, 
1335, 1337, 1365, 1380, 1488, 1503, 1508, 1516, 1527, 1541, 
1557, 1581, 1610, 1615, 1627, 1634, 1638, 1655, 1667, 1670, 
1674, 1692, 1696, 1711, 1740.

12th Sept 2018   

1766, 1801, 1804, 1810, 1889, 1894, 1902, 1906, 1908, 1953, 
1959, 2010, 2028, 2068, 2079, 2137, 2147, 2152, 2177, 2221,  
z2232, 2284, 2330, 2335, 2347, 2391, 2402, 2404, 2434, 
2453, 2461, 2530, 2571, 2576, 2577, 2579, 2594, 2618, 2649, 
2686, 2698, 2729, 2755, 2762, 2766, 2775, 2779, 2796, 2802, 
2841, 2895, 2899, 2904, 2912, 2925, 2927, 2968, 2995, 3007, 
3009, 3010, 3014, 3030, 3035, 3045.

13th Sept 2018

Time : 10:00 AM
Venue : Directorate of Agriculture, Kohima.
NOTE : The shortlisted candidates must bring the following   

  documents on the day of interview:
   Admit Card issued by the Department.
   Academic Documents in original from HSLC onwards.
   Scheduled Tribe Certificate, Indigenous Certificate, Back   

  Tribe Certificate.
   The candidates must report at 9:00 am for scrutiny and   

  Computer Test.   
Sd/-

(G. IKUTO ZHIMOMI)
Director of Agriculture

Nagaland : Kohima
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Sensex, Nifty edge lower on INR 
woes, derivatives expiry

‘India poised to overtake UK to 
become 5th largest global economy’ 

Mumbai, Aug. 30 (PTI): Benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty fell for the 
second consecutive session today as 
investoINR fretted over plunging ru-
pee and rising crude oil prices, while 
August futures and options (F&O) ex-
piry further added to market volatil-
ity. 

The BSE benchmark Sensex 
slipped 33 points, or 0.08 per cent, to 
38,690. It shuttled between 38,819.06 
and 38,581.83. The NSE Nifty declined 
15 points, or 0.13 per cent, to 11,677. 
Intra-day, the 50-share index moved 
between 11,698.80 and 11,639.70.

InvestoINR offloaded their long 
bets in F&O segment instead of carry-
ing them forward to the next series for 
September, adding to volatility.

The Indian rupee plunged to a 
new life-time low of 70.85 against the 
dollar (intra-day) today.

Further, global oil prices going 
past USD 77 a barrel on a fall in US 
crude inventories and expected dis-
ruptions to supply from Iran and Ven-
ezuela dented investor sentiments on 
domestic bouINRes.

However, investoINR will be 

keenly awaiting the June-quarter 
GDP data to be announced tomor-
row, which will be one of the factoINR 
to decide the market couINRe.

“Profit booking extended today 
as weaker rupee, rise in oil prices and 
F&O expiry put pressure on domestic 
markets. Rupee hit fresh low of 70.8 
as US dollar was gaining strength 
against emerging market currencies. 
Weak global markets also added pain 
to domestic market sentiments. Q1 
GDP is the key data to be watchful 
tomorrow, consensus expects GDP to 
grow by 7.6 per cent which may bring 
some respite to markets,” Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit Financial 
Services Ltd, said.

Meanwhile, foreign portfolio in-
vestoINR (FPIs) sold shares worth 
INR 1,415.87 crore on a net basis, 
while domestic institutional inves-
toINR (DIIs) bought equities to the 
tune of INR 1,114.36 crore yesterday, 
provisional data showed.

The BSE Sensex had retreated 
from a life-time high of 38,989.65, 
falling 173.70 points in the previous 
session.

IndusInd Bank emerged as the 
woINRt performer in the Sensex 
pack, plunging 1.62 per cent, while 
Maruti Suzuki lost 1.62 per cent.

Other laggards included RIL 1.57 
per cent, Asian Paint 1.15 per cent, Yes 
Bank 1.12 per cent, Axis Bank 1.07 per 
cent, Kotak Bank 0.89 per cent, HDFC 
Ltd 0.85 per cent, Tata MotoINR 0.75 
per cent, HDFC Bank 0.54 per cent, 
Coal India 0.52 per cent, Hero Moto-
Corp 0.52 per cent, SBI 0.48 per cent, 
Adani Ports 0.35 per cent and L&T 
0.14 per cent.

Among the gaineINR, Sun Phar-
ma topped by rising 3.03 per cent as 
the weak rupee tempted buyeINR 
to accumulate shares of pharma ex-
porteINR. 

Other gaineINR were Tata Steel 
2.40 per cent, ITC Ltd 2.08 per cent, 
Bharti Airtel 2.07 per cent, NTPC 1.93 
per cent, PowerGrid 1.16 per cent, 
ICICI Bank 1.10 per cent, Vedanta 
0.83 per cent, HUL 0.70 per cent, TCS 
0.66 per cent, Infosys 0.51 per cent, 
Bajaj Auto 0.47 per cent, Wipro 0.35 
per cent, M&M 0.33 per cent and 
ONGC 0.25 per cent. 

BUSINESS

New Delhi, Aug. 30 (PTI): 
India is likely to surpass the 
UK to become the world’s 
fifth largest economy next 
year on growing consump-
tion and strong economic 
activity, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said today. 

He also exuded confi-
dence that India would be 
among the top three global 
economies in the next 10-
20 years.

“This year, in terms of 
size, we have overtaken 
France. Next year we are 
likely to overtake Britain. 
Therefore, we will be the 
fifth largest (economy),” he 
said while inaugurating the 
office building of the Com-
petition Commission India 
(CCI).

India’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) was valued 
at USD 2.597 trillion at 
the end of 2017 overtaking 
French economy, which 
was amounted at USD 
2.582 trillion last year.

However, in terms of 
per capita GDP, India still 

lags far behind France, 
which is nearly 20 times 
bigger in comparison. 
This is because of the huge 
size of India’s population, 
which is estimated to be 
around 134 crore as against 
6.7 crore of France.

The UK economy stood 
at USD 2.94 trillion at the 
end of 2017.

India recorded a growth 
of 6.7 per cent in FY’18 and 
expected to accelerate to 
7.4 per cent in the current 
financial year on pick up 
in industrial activity and 
good monsoon.

Jaitley said the country 
has potential to overtake 
large economies which are 
growing at a much lower 
rate than India.

“We grow at 7-8 per 
cent on an average. So for 
us to overtake them...you 
are unquestionably going 
to be as the world projec-
tions are amongst big three 
in size (by 2030-40),” he 
said.

The growth would be 

driven by expanding eco-
nomic activities, he said, 
adding that “over the next 
10-20 years we still have 
lot of avenues for push-
ing our growth. For in-
stance, growth is more in 
the North, the South and 
western part of the coun-
try... Eastern side has still 
to grow faster. That’s an 
area we will see growth.” 

With growth in econo-
my, Jaitley said, the func-
tion of CCI, the country’s 
fair trade regulator, is 
going to expand and the 
institution should keep 
evolving itself with new 
challenges.

“Over the next 10-20 
years with economic ac-
tivity expanding, your 
(CCI) role is going to ex-
pand and therefore both 
the bar and experts who 
man this institution will 
be required to be trained 
professionals rather than 
who are unable to fully 
diagnose the situation,” 
he said.

India can already see 
the ripples of a consump-
tion economy in India, he 
said, adding that the expo-
nential growth taking place 
in several sectors will lead 
to large number of domes-
tic and international play-
ers.

He further said that the 
size of economy is going 
to expand and some will 
not comply with fair mar-
ket regulation, indulge in 
cartelisation, have vertical 
or horizontal tie ups, abuse 
dominant position to im-
pact prices or dilute com-
petition. 

“Therefore, the regu-
latory mechanism to 
regulate all the Mergers & 
Acquisitions would be re-
quired. These changes to 
be extremely large and the 
impact on markets is going 
to be very large,” he said.

Prysm unveils 
large format, 
single panel 
display in India
Bengaluru, Aug. 30 (IANS): 
Display and visual collabo-
ration solutions provider 
Prysm Inc on Thursday 
launched the large format, 
single display Laser Phos-
phor Display (LPD) 6K Se-
ries in India.

Designed on the com-
pany’s patented technolo-
gy, the display is defining a 
new category of interactive 
large format single panel 
display with bezel-free 
viewing above 100 inches.

The new LPD 6K series 
comes with low power in-
take and consumes at least 
20 per cent less energy than 
similar sized LED/LCD 
video walls with 96 per cent 
recyclable materials.

“With the launch of 
LPD 6K Series, we have set 
a new standard for interac-
tive video walls and collab-
oration. Our highest prior-
ity is to provide enterprises, 
their employees and cus-
tomers with an exceptional 
user experience,” Amit Jain, 
Founder and CEO, Prysm, 
said in a statement. 

The LPD 6K Series also 
offers bezel-free viewing 
experience and features a 
high fill-factor, good con-
trast ratio, resulting in strik-
ing picture quality. It has a 
built-in interactivity with 
more than 32 simultaneous 
touch points, the company 
claimed.
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Is This a Move to 
Muzzle Political 

Dissent?

T
he arrest of five prominent Human Rights 
activists by the Pune police from across the 
country in connection with the Koregaon-
Bhima violence that happened earlier this 

year has triggered a massive outcry. The arrest of 
Varavara Rao, Vernon Gonsalves, Arun Ferreira, Sud-
ha Bharadwaj, and Gautam Navlakha has triggered 
a public debate whether the action was really part 
of a probe to unearth an alleged plot by the banned 
Communist Party of India (Maoists) to overthrow the 
democratically elected government, or just a case of 
orchestrated onslaught against political dissent. 

The Maharashtra police have claimed that the ar-
rested activists were behind the Elgaar Parishad event 
on December 31 the previous year that supposedly 
contributed to the Koregaon-Bhima violence. They al-
leged that it was part of a larger conspiracy to depose 
the NDA government. However, civil rights activists 
and opposition parties have dubbed it a deliberate 
attempt to stifle those who speak against the present 
government. Amid high drama and public uproar, the 
Supreme Court defused the volatile situation by rul-
ing that “dissent is the safety valve of democracy. If 
dissent is not allowed, then the pressure cooker may 
burst.” By passing an order that the activists be put 
under house arrest till the matter is heard next on Sep-
tember 6 instead of being kept in police custody, the 
apex court has conveyed a clear message that it will 
not allow even state forces to trouble the citizens of 
the country without sufficient basis.

A clearer picture of the matter will emerge only 
when the Supreme Court pronounces its verdict next 
week. It is not uncommon for Human Rights activ-
ists in conflict-prone areas to be harassed by state 
armed forces, but it doesn’t mean that they will never 
do wrong. They should be punished according to the 
law of the land if they are found guilty. But if the al-
legations leveled against them are found to be fabri-
cated with a motive to muzzle political dissent, the 
court should see to it that it sets a precedent through 
a verdict to stop government high-handedness. 
High-handedness of state forces has the potential to 
damage democracy and pave way for autocracy. The 
Maharashtra police should now fight the case with 
concrete proof and not with shallow evidence based 
on the left-leaning activists’ rhetorical support, or the 
activists’ sympathy for the less-privileged that might 
be mistaken as collaboration. The activists are inno-
cent until they are proven guilty.

Binit Priyaranjan | thewire.in

Rescue comes to those who call on Jesus 
for help.

After five deaths and fifty-one injuries in elevator 
accidents in 2016, New York City launched an ad 
campaign to educate people on how to stay calm 
and be safe. The worst cases were people who 

tried to save themselves when something went wrong. The 
best plan of action, authorities say, is simply, “Ring, relax, 
and wait.” New York building authorities made a commit-
ment to respond promptly to protect people from injury 
and extract them from their predicament.

In the book of Acts, Peter preached a sermon that ad-
dressed the error of trying to save ourselves. Luke, who 
wrote the book, records some remarkable events in which 
believers in Christ were speaking in languages they did not 
know (Acts 2:1–12). Peter got up to explain to his Jewish 
brothers and sisters that what they were witnessing was 
the fulfillment of an ancient prophecy (Joel 2:28–32)—the 
outpouring of the Spirit and a day of salvation. The bless-
ing of the Holy Spirit was now visibly seen in those who 
called on Jesus for rescue from sin and its effects. Then 
Peter told them how this salvation is available for anyone 
(v. 21). Our access to God comes not through keeping the 
Law but through trusting Jesus as Lord and Messiah.           

If we are trapped in sin, we cannot save ourselves. Our 
only hope for being rescued is acknowledging and trusting 
Jesus as Lord and Messiah.

Have you called on Jesus to rescue you from your sin?

Famine of Good Leaders in Present Naga Society 

O
ne of the saddest things that 
could happen to a society 
or a nation is the famine of 
good leaders. A dynamic and 

visionary leader is prerequisite for a na-
tion to exist and progress. Good lead-
ers sacrifice their life to bring unity. 
They help a nation to rise up, pursue 
and achieve their aspiration. Everyone 
looks at them as their liberator. The 
public hears their leader’s voice and fol-
low them.  On the contrary, where there 
is famine of leaders, everyone does 
as they saw what is right in their own 
eyes. There is no listening to each other.  
There is no talking to each other but 
only talking at each other. Respect for 
each other decreases. Disunity and dis-
integration appears. Therefore a society 
or nation without a dynamic leader is 
like a house without protection wall. It 
is like a city without guard that is fully 
exposed to enemy’s attack. A society or 
nation without a capable or charismatic 
leader faces the risk of total destruction 
both from within and without border. 

Today, Naga people are going 
through a very tough situation. There is 
no clarity as to who is leading the Na-
gas and who is representing them in the 
wider society. The Naga public are in 
great dilemma whom to follow. The di-
vide-and-rule policy of ‘colonial power’ 
is so strong that the Nagas of different 
states are blinded to live in suspicion 
of each other. The Naga political lead-
ers seem to be very lethargic towards 
the Naga cause. Unlike the leaders of 
neighbouring communities, the Naga 
political leaders show no sign of having 
keen interest even to know the progress 
of the talk except repeatedly giving dull 
statement: “we will be good facilitator 
of Indo-Naga talk.” Certainly, they have 
big role to play as they are the repre-
sentative of the people. They have great 
power to influence the parties engaged 
in talk but they keep dodging from that 
responsibility for the reason best known 
to them.   Whereas the political leaders 

of our neighbouring communities are 
so vocal speaking out their concern, our 
Naga political leaders from different 
states remain silent.  There is no plat-
form or forum where all Naga political 
leaders from different states of India 
and Myanmar could come together and 
safeguard the rights of the Nagas.  What 
are our leaders doing today? 

There is no unity among the dif-
ferent Naga national political groups 
(NNPGs). It is indeed very sad that 
there is no charismatic leader among 
our NNPGs who could pull together 
the different groups and different aspi-
rations into one. No group is willing to 
reach to the other. No group is willing 
to concede their power and accommo-
date others. They all are at loggerheads 
with each other. Organisation’s prestige 
and pride is strictly maintained. The 
integrity of the group comes before the 
interest of the nation. This hampers 
the process of reconciliation and unity. 
They claim to be representing the Naga 
public but they have miserably failed to 
reach to the public. There is hardly any 
respect shown to the public although 
the public are the base of their survival 
and the movement. NNPGs must feel 
the pulse of the Naga public and come 
to term with each other before it is too 
late. 

The various Naga civil organisa-
tions are in bad shape. Instead of 
complementing, these organisations 
criticise and try to pull down one an-
other. Many of these organisations 
do not have clear aims and objectives 
as manifested in their habit of point-
ing their finger to every issue as if they 
can solve every problem. The integrity 
of some apex CSOs of the Nagas is also 
at stake with its leaders giving random 
press statements and rejoinders.  Every 
CSO therefore needs to have concrete 
aims and objectives so that they do 
not cross over to other’s boundary. The 
need of the hour is to have common 
platform where the different Naga CSOs 

or movements could come together 
and fight for greater common good. In 
Manipur, United Council of Manipur 
(UCM) is formed by conglomeration of 
more than twenty Meitei CSOs & move-
ments. Nagas need to learn from them 
if we want to achieve the cherished 
goal. With the leaders of Naga apex bod-
ies blaming one another, there is hardly 
any trusted Naga CSO today. We need to 
leave behind ‘crab mentality’ and move 
ahead with the world. 

Many Naga intellectuals/writers 
are quick in giving rejoinder to article/s 
they find bitter to digest personally. 
They spend much time in writing to 
criticise the initiatives taken up by 
other people/organisations rather than 
researching and bringing out their own 
ideas for the development of society. 
Our society has enough problems. What 
we need is ‘constructive comments’ but 
not ‘destructive comments’. Naga intel-
lectuals must therefore write with love 
and forgiving heart. Directly attacking 
someone’s personal life or organisation 
or tribe will not bring any good to our 
society. What we need today is vision-
ary writings and not past mistakes and 
hatreds. It is not the time to waste time 
writing about other’s mistake. It is time 
to write about forgiveness, healing, love 
and rebuilding our society. Naga peo-
ple need to learn to live together as one 
family with the good, the ugly and the 
bad.    

We need to realise, the sooner the 
better, that Government of India has 
been making use of the Indo-Naga talk 
to put wedge not only between the Na-
gas and their neighbouring commu-
nities but also among the Naga fam-
ily itself. Many ‘artificial enemies’ were 
generated from both within and out-
side the Naga family. Many ‘stakehold-
ers’ were also invented in the name of 
comprehensive and lasting solution. It 
is clear that for all these years of talk, 
the Indian government has been con-
tinuously creating atmosphere that 

would make impossible for the Nagas 
to sign the final accord. It is indeed a 
sad thing that Naga leaders are uncon-
sciously succumbing to this ploy. To the 
eyes of lay person like me, the paper 
on ‘Framework Agreement’ presented 
in Rajya Sabha is only for the security 
concern of India and nothing for Naga’s 
sovereignty. It appears that the present 
Indo-Naga talk is just a bait of India to 
kill the Naga freedom movement. Look 
at what is happening. The Indo-Naga 
talk is an exclusive issue for the Naga 
people to attain political freedom.  But 
today distressingly the GOI has shown 
greater concern for the safety and sen-
timent of neighbouring communities 
rather than that of Naga political rights.  

Nagas, wherever we may be, must 
stand united. The enemies are laughing 
and jeering at us. The assimilation drive 
on Nagas by bigger communities out-
side of Nagaland state, the drive to abol-
ish Constitutional safeguard such as Art 
371 by the Hindu fundamentalists, the 
tendency to revive land dispute issue 
between Assam and Nagaland includ-
ing Dimapur city and other such issues 
shows that a divided Naga nation will 
be crushed to disappear from the map. 
The increasing activities of militarisa-
tion in the Naga region, the adoption 
of Hindu cultures by young people and 
the influx of illegal immigrants pose 
great threat to the future of Nagas. The 
infighting among us is giving the op-
portunity to outside forces to invade us 
freely.  We must not forget that Naga na-
tion is a young nation and in the evolv-
ing stage. It has many loose ends that 
need to be handled with great care. Un-
less we stand together and speak in one 
voice, our rights and aspirations will 
be crushed. Therefore, we need to pray 
for a charismatic leader who will revive 
Naga nation. We need to pray for a com-
mitted leader who will give us hope. We 
need to pray for a dynamic and vision-
ary leader who will take us to safety.  

Z.K. Pahrü Pou
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Call for Help

BIBLE READ:  ACTS 2:14–21  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Everyone who calls on the name of the 
 Lord will be saved. 

~   Acts 2:21

The Sea, the Sea! The Primordial 
Metaphor That Has Stayed With Science

The progress of scientific knowledge has revealed a cluster 
of phenomena that can be explained by way of an analogy 
with waves and the ocean.

T
he discovery of gravitational waves is now 
common knowledge, but one of its more fas-
cinating results still remains largely unknown. 
The waves are described as ripples in the fabric 

of spacetime, a metaphor that has allowed scientists to 
model them as sound. In other words, the universe can 
be said to have a ‘music’ to it, ‘heard’ by human tech-
nology 1.3 billion years after two black holes merged, 
their swansong distorting space and time in its wake.

This music, dubbed a ‘chirp’, harkens to the musi-
cal nature of the cosmos that dates as far back as phi-
losophy does. The Pythagoreans believed in music 
representing the order of the universe, as did Plato. In 
the philosophic tradition closer home, Akasha – the 
aether, first of the Panchamahabhoota, or “five gross 
elements” – was identified as having the essential at-
tribute of sound.

Music has also been central to the thought of Frie-
drich Nietzsche, Arthur Schopenhauer, Gilles Deleuze 
and many others. Among scientists, Albert Einstein, 
whose theory of general predicted the existence of 
gravitational waves, heralded music as a guide to his 
own scientific thoughts about the cosmos.

There is much that philosophers have similarly 
guessed at that science has since managed to ex-
pound. For example, the ‘chirp’, compared to the 
sound of something dropping in a pool of water, ties 
in neatly with another ancient philosophical guess: the 
metaphor of our cosmos as an infinite ocean. It sounds 
like the lost matter of the black holes was simply swal-
lowed by the cosmic sea, and our sages might have 
agreed. With this new way of investigating the world, 
we have simply added another piece of evidence sup-
porting the cosmic metaphor.

In fact, the progress of scientific knowledge has re-
vealed a cluster of phenomena that can be explained 
by way of an analogy with waves and the ocean. The 
most ubiquitous is the notion of fields, such as the 
ones used to describe the behaviour of subatomic 
particles as well as spacetime. Gravitational waves, 
for example, are formed when massive objects move 
through spacetime, much like a ship would when tra-
versing the sea. When visualised, the waves’ propaga-
tion can be seen to follow the exact formation of a rip-
ple in still water. The equations that describe the flow 
of fluids such as water are also qualitatively similar to 
models scientists use to describe the motion of mas-
sive objects in spacetime and that of charges in an 
electromagnetic field.

At the largest scale, the cosmological principle 
finds an almost perfect analogy with the sea, while at 
the smallest, quantum fields address particulate ac-
tivity in the vacuum of space in quantum field theory. 
Fluctuations in these fields give rise to particles that 
compose all of reality.

Psychology makes ample use of the metaphor as 
well, employing it for the unknown about our own 
consciousness, on which our thoughts and personali-
ties are often represented as icebergs, with only their 
tips exposed to us.

In a more material sense, evolutionary biology as-

serts that life evolved from the sea. Therefore, deep 
within the recesses of our primordial psyche, patterns 
unknown to us are thought to be encoded, informing 
our intuitions, including those about the sea and the 
cosmos.

Predating these formulations by centuries, the 
metaphor of the sea is recurrent in many traditions of 
philosophy, not to mention religion and poetry.  The 
earliest creation hymns, such as the one from the Rg 
Veda, analogise the universe before creation as being 
a “signless sea”, devoid of any opposites of being and 
non-being, night and day, from which all knowable 
and nameable things including time began. This is 
close to a description of the universe’s evolution, where 
matter, elements, stars and eventually entire galaxies 
evolved against the backdrop of the nearly isotropic 
microwave radiation left behind by the Big Bang.

Similarly, Dao, the creation principle in Lao Tzu’s 
Tao Te Ching, is compared to a still sea, unknowable 
and unnameable in difference, permanent and static, 
allowing for differences to emerge like ripples. Re-
ligions across the world, disconnected by time and 
geography, each describe eschatological myths that 
show a regress back into this signless sea for all that ex-
ists, followed by a new cycle of life.

What is it that makes the metaphor so effective in 
so many diverse fields? There are hints to this effect in 
the phenomena the metaphor applies to: they all refer 
to things – quantum fields, spacetime and human psy-
che – when considered in their entirety. They also in-
voke a sense of timelessness for which the sea doubles 
up in our representation.

Our lives, like bubbles on the waves of the cosmic 
sea, emerge and fade away, but the sea endures and 
the cycle continues. Similarly, our thoughts emerge, 
evolve and slip back back into consciousness; mean-
ings emerge, change and die out within the move-
ments of language as a whole.

Additionally, there is also a correspondence to con-
tinuous and perfectly symmetrical phenomena, infi-
nite in their domain, over which some kind of discrete 
information – a star in the sky, a thought in the mind, 
a word in language – emerges. It is this general analogy 
of information as a break-in-symmetry that makes the 
metaphor click for all manner of human epistemology; 
meaning-making relies on some form of information 
as its basis. Similarly, our knowledge of all creation is 
only available to us because the information of being, 
directly available in experience, seems qualitatively 
asymmetrical from non-being.

Consider a sailor stuck at sea with no land in sight 
in any direction. How would she known the presence 
of an island when she sees one? How do you distin-
guish stars on a black night or words on a blank page? 
It is because they stand out, embodying a difference, 
a break in symmetry, that forms the basis for percep-
tion and understanding of the object as such: as a par-
ticular one of its sort, as a separation from uniformity. 
Emmy Noether’s theorem tells us that each conserva-
tion principle – of mass, charge, momentum or ener-
gy – can be derived from a corresponding symmetry 
in the laws of nature that has held since a fraction of 
a second after the Big Bang. Rewinding this clock, it 
is easy to imagine an infinitely symmetric primordial 

universe for which all transformations are invariant. 
They make no difference.

Such a universe would then be a single conserved 
entity. In the same vein, a mind empty of differences 
would also become void of thought, desires, even the 
conception of its own self, like the teachings of medi-
tative Buddhism. Such a mind would then produce no 
words either, as even an individual ‘sign’ – a word – de-
rives its reference from its difference from the rest of 
language and the objects that it names.

In this context, the teachings of the Upanishad, 
where the master remains silent in his teachings about 
reality, or similar pronouncements about the master in 
Tao Te Ching, become, to a certain extent, demystified.

This formulation of information is relatively new to 
philosophy and science. However, the comparison ap-
plies to other ways information has been characterised 
as well, and which are revealed by asking our observer 
at sea another question.

Which direction potentially goes towards the shore, 
and how certain can the sailor be about her choice? 
Any answer to these questions is as likely as any other. 
Therefore any particular choice’s falsifiability – wheth-
er the path actually leads to shore – is constrained by 
its infinitely similar variations because all directions 
potentially lead to the same shore.

These measures of falsifiability and probabilities 
form other metrics of defining information, described 
by Karl Popper and Claude Shannon respectively. And 
using them, we can tell how our marooned sailor has 
no information about her whereabouts, similar to how 
we have no information about our position relative to 
the entire universe as a whole because of the (near-
absolute) cosmological uniformity.

These analogies of symmetry and continuity are 
augmented by those of discreteness and transience, 
both of which are also apparent in the sea. On the face 
of the continuity that the ocean represents, islands and 
peninsulas emerge like galaxies birthed into the pri-
mordial universe. Such evolution transforms the po-
tentiality of the cosmos into the actuality of our physi-
cal cosmos and its non-physical constituents.

This mechanism, incidentally, also reflects the 
thoughts of Aristotle’s Metaphysics and the medita-
tions of the creation hymn in the Rg Veda. Creation 
remains suspended between being and non-being, 
potentially being both until it is brought into the realm 
of the ‘actual’, much like waves form where the sea 
contradicts itself or thoughts form where the mind’s 
stillness has become agitated. This description closely 
parallels the Copenhagen interpretation of quantum 
mechanics, formulated in the mid- to late-1920s by 
Niels Bohr and Werner Heisenberg.

Almost all of us have had similar poetic intuitions 
stirred in us in the presence of the ocean. It is remark-
able that science, too, ostensibly the farthest removed 
from poetic flair and vastly more interested in objec-
tive truths, is discovering how our reality is symmetric 
and poetic. Through poems and creation myths, the 
metaphor of the sea seems evermore to be passing into 
actuality.

Binit Priyaranjan is a student of literature at the 
Delhi University and a freelance writer.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your aggressive 
nature is strong today, so be careful, Aries. 
Even though this may be good for getting 
things done and tackling any project you 

need to complete, the problem is that you might have a 
tendency to step on other people’s toes in the process. 
Be considerate of others’ emotions and try not to get 
upset if someone else takes the spotlight for a while.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It’s probably 
in your nature to want to include everyone 
in your plans today, Taurus. Perhaps you’re 
running around making sure everyone is be-

ing cared for. More than likely, your nurturing instinct 
is coming out, so feel free to spread this love around. 
Be careful not to sacrifice too much of yourself as you 
do this.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may find that 
you have a strong will now, Gemini. Once you 
get fired up to go somewhere, there’s little 
chance that anyone can stop you. People may 

accuse you of being lazy or wanting to take the easy 
way out, but it’s different this time. You should feel fired 
up and ready to move. The only thing that could get in 
the way might be someone’s oversensitive emotions.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Calm down to-
day, Cancer, and be careful about accusing 
someone of something when you don’t have 
all the facts. Keep your wrath under control. 

If you strike out now, you may find that you lose their 
respect forever. There are no guarantees on a day like 
today. If there are conflicts that you need to work out, 
at least make sure that it’s done in private.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may be feeling 
a bit more in touch with your warrior side 
than your emotional side today, Leo. More 
than likely this will set the stage for conflict 

in your world of hopes and dreams. Be careful that you 
aren’t too aggressive toward people who are just trying 
to help you. The danger here is that you’re most likely 
to hurt the ones closest to you. Be careful.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may find that 
someone or something is thinking or working 
opposite to the way you are, Virgo. This feeling 
is aggravated even more by a strong warrior 

force that wants to be recognized. There is definitely a 
squeaky wheel in the situation that desperately needs 
oiling. Take care of the basics first before you try to deal 
with the particulars of a certain situation.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Pay attention to 
your body today and feel free to stop when 
your body says to stop, Libra. There’s a strong 
aggressive force asking you to take action in 

one way or another. Make sure that you are consider-
ate of others. Most importantly, make sure that you are 
considerate of yourself. Don’t indulge in cheap thrills at 
the expense of your physical well-being.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Emotionally, 
you should be doing well today, Scorpio. But 
when it comes to taking action, you’re apt to be 
indecisive. Every option seems to looks fantas-

tic. You probably aren’t going to want to miss out on any-
thing. The best thing for you to do is try to get a piece of 
everything. There are many pies to dip your fingers into. 
Why not taste them all to see which one you like best?

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There’s 
tension in the air today, Sagittarius, and you 
might be restless and anxious to start some-
thing. There is plenty of energy around to 

feed you, but the trick is to make sure that you’re do-
ing things for the right reasons. Don’t do things out of 
guilt, fear, or regret. Keep on the best path for the best 
reasons for the best results.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re prob-
ably feeling more in touch with your emo-
tions, Capricorn, but it might be difficult to 
know which way to move based on where 

you are. There’s an element of aggression in your world 
today that might aggravate your heart, making it diffi-
cult for you to get a grip on your situation. Try to calm 
down and focus before making any major decisions.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may be 
focused on a certain trajectory, Aquarius, 
but today you could run into complications 
based on overlooked issues. Be aware of the 

people around you and how your actions affect them. 
You don’t necessarily need to change your direction, 
but you might need to make a couple modifications 
along the way in order to keep everyone happy.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You should be in a 
good mood today, Pisces, but don’t be surprised 
if some aggravating force steps on your toes or 
pulls your chain in some way. More than likely, 

there isn’t much you can do about the situation except 
grin and bear it. Do your best to maintain your position 
and don’t lose self-confidence just because someone else 
isn’t in tune with how you handle your affairs.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Elizabeth Hellmuth Margulis |Aeon

The Music in You
You might not be a virtuoso, but you have remarkable music abilities. You just don’t know about them yet

T
wenty years ago, a pair of psychol-
ogists hooked up a shoe to a com-
puter. They were trying to teach it 
to tap in time with a national an-

them. However, the job was proving much 
tougher than anticipated. Just moving to 
beat-dominated music, they found, re-
quired a grasp of tonal organisation and 
musical structure that seemed beyond 
the reach of an ordinary person without 
special training. But how could that be? 
Any partygoer can fake a smile, reach for a 
cheese cube and tap her heel to an unfa-
miliar song without so much as a thought. 
Yet when the guy she’s been chatting with 
tells her that he’s a musician, she might re-
ply: ‘Music? I don’t know anything about 
that.’

Maybe you’ve heard a variation on this 
theme: ‘I can’t carry a tune to save my life.’ 
Or: ‘I don’t have a musical bone in my body.’ 
Most of us end up making music publicly 
just a few times a year, when it’s someone’s 
birthday and the cake comes out. Privately, 
it’s a different story – we belt out tunes in 
the shower and create elaborate rhythm 
tracks on our steering wheel. But when we 
think about musical expertise, we tend to 
imagine professionals who specialise in 
performance, people we’d pay to hear. As 
for the rest of us, our bumbling, private 
efforts — rather than illustrating that we 
share an irresistible impulse to make mu-
sic — seem only to demonstrate that we 
lack some essential musical capacity.

But the more psychologists investigate 
musicality, the more it seems that nearly 
all of us are musical experts, in quite a 
startling sense. The difference between a 
virtuoso performer and an ordinary music 
fan is much smaller than the gulf between 
that fan and someone with no musical 
knowledge at all. What’s more, a lot of the 
most interesting and substantial elements 
of musicality are things that we (nearly) 
all share. We aren’t talking about instinc-
tive, inborn universals here. Our musical 
knowledge is learned, the product of long 
experience; maybe not years spent over an 
instrument, but a lifetime spent absorb-
ing music from the open window of every 
passing car.

So why don’t we realise how much we 
know? And what does that hidden mass of 
knowledge tell us about the nature of mu-
sic itself? The answers to these questions 
are just starting to fall into place.

The first is relatively simple. Much of 
our knowledge about music is implicit: it 
only emerges in behaviours that seem ef-
fortless, like clapping along to a beat or 
experiencing chills at the entry of a cer-
tain chord. And while we might not give 
a thought to the hidden cognitions that 
made these feats possible, psychologists 
and neuroscientists have begun to peek 
under the hood to discover just how much 
expertise these basic skills rely on. What 
they are discovering is that musicality 
emerges in ways that parallel the develop-
ment of language. In particular, the capac-
ity to respond to music and the ability to 
learn language rest upon an amazing piece 
of statistical machinery, one that keeps 
whirring away in the background of our 
minds, hidden from view.

Consider the situation of infants learn-
ing to segment the speech stream – that is, 
learning to break up the continuous bab-
ble around them into individual words. 
You can’t ask babies if they know where 
one word stops and a new one begins, but 
you can see this knowledge emerge in their 
responses to the world around them. They 
might, for example, start to shake their 
heads when you ask if they’d like squash.

To investigate how this kind of verbal 
knowledge takes shape, in 1996 the psy-
chologists Jenny Saffran, Richard Aslin and 
Elissa Newport, then all at the University 
of Rochester in New York, came up with an 
ingenious experiment. They played infants 
strings of nonsense syllables – sound-se-
quences such as bidakupado. This stream 
of syllables was organised according to 
strict rules: da followed bi 100 per cent of 
the time, for example, but pa followed ku 

only a third of the time. These low-proba-
bility transitions were the only boundaries 
between ‘words’. There were no pauses or 
other distinguishing features to demarcate 
the units of sound.

It has long been observed that eight-
month-old infants attend reliably longer 
to stimuli that are new to them. The re-
searchers ran a test that took advantage of 
this peculiar fact. After the babies had been 
exposed to this pseudolanguage for an ex-
tended period of time, the psychologists 
measured how long babies spent turning 
their heads toward three-syllable units 
drawn from the stream. The babies tended 
to listen only briefly to ‘words’ (units with-
in which the probability of each syllabic 
transition had been 100 per cent) but to 
stare curiously in the direction of the ‘non-
words’ (that is, units which included low-
probability transitions). And since abso-
lutely the only thing distinguishing words 
from non-words within this onslaught of 
gibberish was the transition probabilities 
from syllable to syllable, the infants’ reac-
tions revealed that they had absorbed the 
statistical properties of the language.
Play a simple Do-Re-Mi-Fa-Sol-La-Ti but 
withhold the final Do and watch even the 
most avowed musical ignoramus squirm

This ability to track statistics about our 
environment without knowing we’re do-
ing so turns out to be a general feature of 
human cognition. It is called statistical 
learning, and it is thought to underlie our 
earliest ability to understand what combi-
nations of syllables count as words in the 
complex linguistic environment that sur-
rounds us during infancy. What’s more, 
something similar seems to happen with 
music.

In 1999, the same authors, working 
with their colleague Elizabeth Johnson, 
demonstrated that infants and adults alike 
track the statistical properties of tone se-
quences. In other words, you don’t have 
to play the guitar or study music theory to 
build up a nuanced sense of which notes 
tend to follow which other notes in a par-
ticular repertoire: simply being exposed to 
music is enough. And just as a baby cannot 
describe her verbal learning process, only 
revealing her achievement by frowning at 
the word squash, the adult who has used 
statistical learning to make sense of mu-
sic will reveal her knowledge expressively, 
clenching her teeth when a particularly 
fraught chord arises and relaxing when it 
resolves. She has acquired a deep, uncon-
scious understanding of how chords relate 
to one another.

It’s easy to test out the basics of this 
acquired knowledge on your friends. Play 
someone a simple major scale, Do-Re-Mi-
Fa-Sol-La-Ti, but withhold the final Do 
and watch even the most avowed musical 
ignoramus start to squirm or even finish 
the scale for you. Living in a culture where 
most music is built on this scale is enough 
to develop what seems less like the knowl-
edge and more like the feeling that this Ti 
must resolve to a Do.

Psychologists such as Emmanuel 
Bigand of the University of Burgundy in 
France and Carol Lynne Krumhansl of 
Cornell University in New York have used 
more formal methods to demonstrate im-
plicit knowledge of tonal structure. In ex-
periments that asked people to rate how 
well individual tones fitted with an estab-
lished context, people without any training 
demonstrated a robust feel for pitch that 
seemed to indicate a complex understand-
ing of tonal theory. That might surprise 
most music majors at US universities, who 
often don’t learn to analyse and describe 
the tonal system until they get there, and 
struggle with it then. Yet what’s difficult is 
not understanding the tonal system itself 
– it’s making this knowledge explicit. We 
all know the basics of how pitches relate 
to each other in Western tonal systems; we 
simply don’t know that we know.

Studies in my lab at the University of 
Arkansas have shown that people with-
out any special training can even hear a 
pause in music as either tense or relaxed, 
short or long, depending on the position of 
the preceding sounds within the govern-

ing tonality. In other words, our implicit 
understanding of tonal properties can in-
fuse even moments of silence with musi-
cal power. And it’s worth emphasising that 
these seemingly natural responses arise af-
ter years of exposure to tonal music.

When people grow up in places where 
music is constructed out of different scales, 
they acquire similarly natural responses to 
quite different musical elements. Research 
I’ve done with Patrick Wong of Northwest-
ern University in Illinois has demonstrated 
that people raised in households where 
they listen to music using different tonal 
systems (both Indian classical and West-
ern classical music, for example) acquire a 
convincing kind of bi-musicality, without 
having played a note on a sitar or a violin. 
So strong is our proclivity for making sense 
of sound that mere listening is enough to 
build a deeply internalised mastery of the 
basic materials of whatever music sur-
rounds us.

Other, subtler musical accomplish-
ments also seem to be widespread in the 
population. By definition, hearing ton-
ally means hearing pitches in reference to 
a central governing pitch, the tonic. Your 
fellow partygoers might start a round of 
Happy Birthday on one pitch this weekend 
and another pitch the next, and the reason 
both renditions sound like the same song 
is that each pitch is heard most saliently 
not in terms of its particular frequency, 
but in terms of how it relates to the pitch-
es around it. As long as the pattern is the 
same, it doesn’t matter if the individual 
notes are different. This capacity to hear 
these patterns is called relative pitch.

Relative pitch is a commonplace skill, 
one that develops naturally on exposure to 
the ordinary musical environment. People 
tend to invest more prestige in absolute 
pitch, because it’s rare. Shared by approxi-
mately 1 in 10,000 people, absolute pitch 
is the ability to recognise not a note’s rela-
tions to its neighbours, but its approximate 
acoustic frequency. People with absolute 
or ‘perfect’ pitch can tell you that your 
vacuum cleaner buzzes on an F# or your 
doorbell starts ringing on a B. This can 
seem prodigious. And yet it turns out not 
to be so far from what the rest of us can do 
normally.

A number of studies have shown that 
many of the other 9,999 people retain some 
vestige of absolute pitch. The psychologists 
Andrea Halpern of Bucknell University in 
Pennsylvania and Daniel Levitin of McGill 
University in Quebec both independently 
demonstrated that people without spe-
cial training tend to start familiar songs 
on or very near the correct note. When 
people start humming Hotel California, 
for example, they do it at pretty much the 
same pitch as the Eagles. Similarly, E Glenn 
Schellenberg and Sandra Trehub, psychol-
ogists at the University of Toronto, have 
shown that people without special training 
can distinguish the original versions of fa-
miliar TV theme songs from versions that 
have been transposed to start on a differ-
ent pitch. ‘The Siiiiiimp-sons’ just doesn’t 
sound right any other way.

It looks, then, like pitch processing 
among ordinary people shares many qual-
ities with those gifted 1-in-10,000. Further-
more, from a certain angle, relational hear-
ing might be more crucial to our experience 
of music. Much of the expressive power of 
tonal music (a category that encompasses 
most of the music we hear) comes out of 
the phenomenological qualities – tension, 
relaxation, and so on – that pitches seem 
to possess when we hear them relationally.

Musical sensitivity depends on the abil-
ity to abstract away the surface character-
istics of a pitch and hear it relationally, so 
that a B seems relaxed in one context but 
tense in another. So, perhaps the ‘only-
prodigies-need-apply’ reputation of abso-
lute pitch is undeserved at the same time 
that its more common relative is under-
valued. Aspects of the former turn out to 
be shared by most everyday listeners, and 
relative pitch seems more critical to how 
we make sense of the expressive aspects of 
music.

Another vastly undervalued skill is just 
tapping along to a tune. When in 1994 

Peter Desain of Radboud University in 
the Netherlands and Henkjan Honing of 
the University of Amsterdam hooked up 
a shoe to a computer, they found what 
many studies since have demonstrated: 
that to get a computer to find the beat in 
even something as plodding and steady as 
most national anthems you have to teach 
it some pretty sophisticated music theory.

For example, it has to recognise when 
phrases start and stop, and which count as 
repetitions of others, and it has to under-
stand which pitches are more and less sta-
ble in the prevailing tonal context. Beats, 
which seem so real and evident when we’re 
tapping them out on the steering wheel or 
stomping them out on the dance floor, are 
just not physically present in any straight-
forward way in the acoustic signal.

So what is a beat, really? We experience 
each one as a specially accented moment 
separated from its neighbours by equal 
time intervals. Yet the musical surface 
is full of short notes and long notes, low 
notes and high notes, performed with the 
subtle variations in microtiming that are a 
hallmark of expressive performance. Out 
of this acoustic whirlwind, we generate a 
consistent and regular temporal structure 
that is powerful enough to make us want 
to move. Once we’ve grasped the pattern, 
we’re reluctant to let it go, even when ac-
cents in the music shift. It’s this tenacity 
that makes the special force of syncopation 
– off-beat accents – possible. If we simply 
shifted our perception of the beat to con-
form with the syncopation, it would just 
sound like a new set of downbeats rather 
than a tense and punchy contrary musical 
moment, but our minds stubbornly con-
tinue to impose a structure with which the 
new accents misalign.

Concerts, dance clubs and religious 
services where lots of people move together 

to a beat create a powerful sense of 
bonding

In other words, perception of rhythm 
depends on a more general ability to syn-
chronise with our surroundings. But this 
raises the question of why we might have 
such an ability in the first place. It seems 
telling that it emerges very early in parent-
infant interactions. People tend to speak in 
specific ways to their babies: slowly, with 
exaggerated pitch contours, extra repeti-
tion, and regular timing (‘so big… so big… 
sooooooo big’). All of these are more typi-
cal of music than in ordinary speech. And 
it seems that these modifications help 
infants to engage predictively with the 
speech stream, anticipating what’s going 
to happen next, and ultimately to insert 
their coo or eyebrow lift at precisely the 
right moment to generate a sense of shared 
temporal orientation between parent and 
child, an experience that contributes to the 
powerful bond between them.

Music piggybacks on this ability, using 
it to choreograph experiences of shared 
temporal attention, sometimes among 
large groups of people. Experiences at con-
certs, dance clubs and religious services 
where lots of people move together to a 
beat often create a powerful sense of bond-
ing. When music allows us to perceive time 
in a shared way, we sense our commonality 
with others more strongly.

And so the capacity to track a beat, 
which might seem trivial on first glance, 
in fact serves a larger and more significant 
social capacity: our ability to attend jointly 
in time with other people. When we feel in 
sync with partners, as reflected in dancing, 
grooving, smooth conversational turn-
taking and movements aligned to the same 
temporal grid, we report these interactions 
as more satisfying and the relationships as 
more significant. The origins of the ability 
to experience communion and connection 
through music might lie in our very earliest 
social experiences, and not involve a guitar 
or fiddle at all.

It has often been observed that there is 
a special connection between music and 
memory. This is what allows a song such as 
Tom Lehrer’s The Elements (1959) to teach 
children the periodic table better than 
many chemistry courses. You don’t need 
to have any special training to benefit from 

the memory boost conferred by setting a 
text to music – it just works, because it’s 
taking advantage of your own hidden mu-
sical abilities and inclinations. Music can 
also absorb elements of autobiographical 
memory – that’s why you burst into tears in 
the grocery store when you hear the song 
that was playing when you broke up with 
your boyfriend. Music soaks up all kinds 
of memories, without us being aware of 
what’s happening.

What’s less well-known is that the re-
lationship goes both ways: memory also 
indexes music with astonishing effective-
ness. We can flip through a radio dial or 
playlist at high speed, almost immediately 
recognising whether we like what’s play-
ing or not. In 2010, the musicologist Rob-
ert Gjerdingen of Northwestern University 
in Illinois showed that snippets under 400 
milliseconds – literally the blink of an eye 
– can be sufficient for people to identify a 
song’s genre (whether it’s rap, country or 
jazz), and last year Krumhansl showed that 
snippets of similar length can be sufficient 
for people to identify an exact song (wheth-
er it’s Public Enemy’s Fight the Power or 
Billy Ray Cyrus’s Achy Breaky Heart). That 
isn’t long enough for distinctive aspects of 
a melody or theme to emerge; people seem 
to be relying on a robust and detailed rep-
resentation of particular textures and tim-
bral configurations – elements we might be 
very surprised to learn we’d filed away. And 
yet we can retrieve them almost instantly.

Just by living and listening, we have all 
acquired deep musical knowledge

That fact becomes both more and 
less amazing when you consider just how 
steeped in music we all are. If all the expo-
sure in elevators and cafés and cars and 
televisions and kitchen radios was put to-
gether, the average person listens to sev-
eral hours of music every day. Even when 
it isn’t playing, music continues in our 
minds – more than 90 per cent of us report 
being gripped by a stubborn earworm at 
least once a week. People list their musical 
tastes on dating websites, using them as a 
proxy for their values and social affiliations. 
They travel amazing distances to hear their 
favourite band. The majority of listeners 
have experienced chills in response to mu-
sic: actual physical symptoms. And if you 
add some soaring strings to an otherwise 
ordinary scene in a film, it might bring 
even the hardiest of us to tears.

So, the next time you’re tempted to 
claim you don’t know anything about 
music, pause to consider the substantial 
expertise you’ve acquired simply through 
a lifetime of exposure. Think about the 
many ways this knowledge manifests itself: 
in your ability to pick out a playlist, or get 
pumped up by a favourite gym song, or 
clap along at a performance. Just as you 
can hold your own in a conversation even 
if you don’t know how to diagram a sen-
tence, you have an implicit understanding 
of music even if you don’t know a submedi-
ant from a subdominant.

In fact, for all its remarkable power, mu-
sic is in good company here. Many of our 
most fundamental behaviours and modes 
of understanding are governed by similarly 
implicit processes. We don’t know how we 
come to like certain people more than oth-
ers; we don’t know how we develop a sense 
of the goals that define our lives; we don’t 
know why we fall in love; yet in the very act 
of making these choices we reveal the ef-
fects of a host of subterranean mental proc-
esses. The fact that these responses seem 
so natural and normal actually speaks to 
their strength and universality.

When we acknowledge how, just by 
living and listening, we have all acquired 
deep musical knowledge, we must also 
recognise that music is not the special pur-
view of professionals. Rather, music pro-
fessionals owe their existence to the fact 
that we, too, are musical. Without that pro-
found shared understanding, music would 
have no power to move us.

Elizabeth Hellmuth Margulis is director of 
the music cognition lab at the University 

of Arkansas, a trained concert pianist, and 
the author of On Repeat: How Music Plays 

the Mind (2013).
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Note ban a scam to help crony 
capitalist friends of Modi — Rahul 

SC no to reservation benefit in another state

Lalu surrenders before CBI courts after 
expiry of provisional bail, taken to jail

BJP will try to derail everything with 
some surprise attack — Arundhati Roy

Modi for Bimstec cooperation in anti-
terror operations, natural disasters

Rajnath singh promises all help 
for Kerala, MPs want foreign aid 

Mamata pens poem, 
again; claims Centre 
intruding privacy

PTI

Writer and activist Arundhati Roy (2nd R), with Gujarat MLA Jignesh Mewani (R) and senior advocate 
Prashant Bhushan, addresses at a press conference on the recent crackdown on rights activists, in New 
Delhi on Thursday, August 30.

PTI

Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD) leader and former Bihar chief minister Lalu 
Prasad Yadav addresses the media, in Ranchi on Thursday, August 30.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BIMSTEC leaders calls on Nepali President Bidya Devi Bhandari, in 
Kathmandu on Thursday, August 30.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses a press conference in New Delhi on Thursday, August 30.

New Delhi, Aug. 30 (IANS): 
In a double-barrel attack, 
Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi on Thursday 
called demonetization a 
scam intended to ben-
efit “15-20 crony capitalist 
friends” of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and ac-
cused him of lying in the 
Rafale deal.

G a n d h i ,  w h o  a d -
dressed a hurriedly called 
press conference at the 
AICC headquarters, al-
leged that demonetization 
was a deliberate attack on 
the people aimed at help-
ing the richest Indians and 
the most corrupt people to 
convert their black money 
into white. Latching on to 
the RBI report of Wednes-
day that said that 99.3 per 
cent of demonetized mon-
ey had come back into the 
system, he questioned the 
rationale behind the deci-
sion to cancel all Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 notes sud-
denly in November 2016. 

None of the stated ob-
jectives like elimination 
of black money and fake 
currency, abolition of cor-
ruption and curbing ter-
rorism had been achieved, 
he said. 

“Demonetization was 
not a mistake. It was an 
attack on you. You were 
attacked with an axe. Do 
not be under any illusion. 
It was not a mistake. This 
was to destroy you de-
liberately and open the 
way for big businesses like 
Amazon,” he said in refer-
ence to small and medium 
businesses that were hurt 
the most by the note ban. 

Accusing Modi and 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley of destroying the 

economy, Gandhi said the 
NPAs have touched over 
Rs 12 lakh crore under 
NDA against Rs 2.5 lakh 
crore during UPA which 
was manageable. 

“Why did he (Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi) 
do it (demonetization)? 
His 15-20 big industrial-
ist friends had accumu-
lated NPAs to the tune 
of thousands of crore. So 
through demonetization 
your (common man’s) 
money was taken out of 

your pocket and put di-
rectly in the pockets of the 
country’s biggest crony 
capitalists,” Gandhi told 
the media.

H e  s a i d  M o d i ’s 
“friends” turned black 
money into white after the 
note ban.

“For example, a co-
operative bank in Gujarat 
whose Director is (BJP 
President) Amit Shah ex-
changed Rs 700 crore in 
the wake of demonetiza-
tion. It cannot even be 

called a jumla, it can be 
called a scam. The aim 
was to destroy small busi-
nesses and aid corruption.

He said the Prime 
Minister owed a reply to 
the people, specially the 
youths and small and 
medium businesses over 
the unrealized objectives 
of demonetization and 
noted that it had adversely 
impacted on GDP growth 
rate by 2 per cent.

Gandhi said demoneti-
zation was “a huge scam” 
and slowly evidence was 
coming out and more will 
come out.   Stepping up his 
attack on the Rafale fighter 
jet deal, he said Jaitley was 
writing “lengthy”blogs but 
why was the government 
silent on the demand for a 
joint parliamentary com-
mittee (JPC) probe into 
the issue. “Jaitley is scared 
to ask the PM about con-
stituting a JPC.”

He referred to the joint 
statement issued after 
Modi announced the Ra-
fale deal which mentioned 
that the aircraft would be 
delivered on the same 
configuration as had been 
earlier approved by the 
Indian Air Force.

New Delhi, Aug. 30 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Thursday ruled that a person 
belonging to a Scheduled Caste listed in 
a particular state would not be entitled to 
reservation benefits if he migrates to an-
other state for employment or education.

“A person notified as a Scheduled 
Caste in State ‘A’ cannot claim the same 
status in another state on the basis that 
he is declared a Scheduled Caste in State 
‘A’,” said a Constitution Bench. 

The enabling provision under Article 
16(4) of the Constitution is to “provide 
for reservation to classes or categories 
of Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes 
enumerated in the Presidential orders for 
a particular state or territory within the 
geographical area of that state and not 
beyond”, said the Constitution Bench, 
headed by Justice Ranjan Gogoi, in a ma-
jority judgment.

However, it said, “... so far as the Na-
tional Capital Territory of Delhi is con-
cerned, the pan-India reservation rule in 
force is in accord with the constitutional 
scheme relating to services under the 
Union and the states/union territories.”

The court said this while addressing 
the question of “whether a person be-
longing to a Scheduled Caste in relation 
to a particular state is entitled or not to the 
benefits or concessions allowed to Sched-
uled Caste candidates in employment in 
any other state.”

The bench also addressed the ques-
tion whether the states on their own 
could add to the Presidential list of SCs/
STs for particular states.

Speaking for the majority, including 
Justices N.V. Ramana, Mohan M. Shan-
tanagoudar and S. Abdul Nazeer, Justice 
Gogoi said: ... that the expression “in 
relation to that state or union territory” 
and “for the purpose of this Constitution” 

used in Articles 341 and 342 would mean 
that the benefits of reservation provided 
for by the Constitution would stand con-
fined to geographical territories of a state/
UT in respect of which the list of SC/ST 
have been notified by Presidential orders 
issued from time to time.”

The court said that if a state wants to 
extend the benefits of reservation to a 
class/categories of people beyond those 
included in the Presidential list for that 
state, it will have to “prevail” upon the 
central authority to undertake appropri-
ate parliamentary exercise to amend and 
expand the list.

“Unilateral action by the states on the 
touchstone of Article 16(4) of the Consti-
tution could be a possible trigger point 
of constitutional anarchy, and therefore 
must be held to be impermissible under 
the Constitution,” the judgment said.

In her separate judgment, Justice Ba-
numathi agreed with the majority view 
on the benefits of reservation confined to 
a particular state but differed on the ap-
plicability of pan-India SC/ST reservation 
list to the Union Territory of Delhi.

There cannot be any distinction be-
tween the states and the union territories. 
Likewise, there can be no distinction 
between the union territory of Delhi and 
other UTs, Justice Banumathi said in her 
minority judgment.

“When the Presidential Orders for list-
ing Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes 
are notified for various UTs, including the 
Union Territory of Delhi, extending pan-
India reservation to employment falling 
under the services of UTs, including 
Delhi, will be against the constitutional 
scheme and the law laid down by the top 
court in Marri Chandra Shekhar Rao and 
Action Committee case,” Justice Banu-
mathi added.

Ranchi, Aug. 30 (PTI): RJD 
president and fodder scam 
convict Lalu Prasad sur-
rendered today before two 
special CBI courts here on 
expiry of his provisional 
bail for treatment of vari-
ous ailments, after which 
he was taken to the Birsa 
Munda Jail and then to a 
hospital for checkup.

Prasad, who reached 
h e re  f r o m  Pa t n a  o n 
Wednesday, had been di-
rected by Jharkhand High 
Court to surrender before 
the CBI courts by today.

After his surrender be-
fore Judge S S Prasad in 
connection with fraud-
ulent withdrawals from 
Chaibasa Treasury, Pras-
ad’s advocate Prabhat Ku-
mar said his client had 
been suffering from vari-
ous ailments.

The judge directed 
doctors of the Birsa Mun-
da Jail, where he had been 
lodged following his con-
viction in December last 
year, to consult doctors 
who were treating Prasad.

The judge said Prasad 
can also be treated by Dr 
Umesh Prasad at the Ra-
jendra Institute of Medical 
Science (RIMS) here.

As the provisional bail 
was applied for three fod-
der scam cases, Prasad 
also surrendered before 
the court of M P Mishra in 
connection with the De-
oghar and Dumka treasury 
cases.

Prasad has been con-
victed in four fodder scam 
cases, the first being on 
September 30, 2013.

After his surrender be-
fore S S Prasad’s court, the 
former Bihar chief min-
ister was taken to Birsa 
Munda Jail as per the pro-
cedure and then taken to 
RIMS here for a check up 
after being referred to it.

The Jharkhand High 
Court had on August 24 
refused to extend the pro-
visional bail after Prasad’s 

counsel Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi prayed for an ex-
tension for three months 
for treatment and medi-
cal care for anal abscess, 
kidney stone and enlarged 
prostate glands.

CBI counsel Rajiv Sin-
ha had objected to the 
extension of provisional 
bail, saying he had already 
availed about 12 weeks for 
his treatment and required 
medicare was available at 
the RIMS as well.

After being sent to jail 
in December last year fol-
lowing his conviction in 
fodder scam cases, Prasad 
had spent a considerable 
time at RIMS Hospital here 
and at the AIIMS in New 
Delhi for treatment of his 
various ailments.

He was also treated 
at the Mumbai hospital 
for three weeks and was 
discharged on August 25.

He had been released 
on six  weeks’  provi-
sional bail on May 11 by 
Jharkhand High Court for 
medical treatment, but 
was restrained from taking 
part in any public func-
tion, political activity or 
issuing statements to the 
media during the period.

New Delhi, Aug. 30 (IANS): 
The arrest earlier this week 
of civil rights activists was 
carried out to “Divert 
and Rule”, writer-activist 
Arundhati Roy alleged on 
Thursday and expressed 
fear that in the run up to 
the 2019 general elections, 
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) will “try to derail 
everything” with “some 
surprise attack”, urging 
people to hold the govern-
ment accountable for its 
actions.

Launching a series 
of attacks on the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi-
led NDA government, the 
Booker-winning novelist 
and activist at the fore-
front of many social and 
environmental struggles, 
asked the people to not 
allow their “attention to 
stray from even when 
strange events befall us”. 

“Modi government is 
following divert and rule. 
We will not know from 
where and how and when 
and what kind of fireball is 
going to fall on us. They are 
trying to distract us,” Roy 
said at a press conference 
here to condemn the ar-
rests, before firing a series 
of salvos that targeted the 
government on its “anti-
dalit” “anti-poor” “anti-
minority” policies such as 
demonetisation and the 
introduction of the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST). 

“While the poor have 
suffered enormously, sev-
eral corporations close 
to the BJP have multi-
plied their wealth several 

Kathmandu, Aug. 30 (IANS): Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day sought cooperation among all seven 
Bimstec member-nations in anti-terror 
operations as well as during natural dis-
asters in the region.

Addressing the 4th summit of the Bay 
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(Bimstec), Modi said that there was no 
nation which was not affected by terror-
ism, adding that India was also facing 
problems like drug trafficking and tran-

snational crimes. 
“India is ready to host a conference on 

these issues,” he said.
“This region is linked with the Hima-

layas and the Bay of Bengal, and time 
and again it faces natural disasters like 
floods, cyclones and earthquakes. In this 
context, we should extend cooperation in 
humanitarian efforts for disaster relief. We 
have to cooperate and coordinate with 
each other,” Modi said. 

Kerala and Nagaland states in India 
have been affected by floods, while 

Myanmar is grappling 
with a similar situation 
after a dam breach. Several 
deaths have been reported 
in Nepal due to landslides.

Modi also invited all 
member-states to attend 
the International Bud-
dhist Conclave in India in 
August 2020.

The Prime Minister 
added that India was 
committed to connecting 
its national knowledge 
network through digital 
connectivity with neigh-
bouring countries like Sri 
Lanka, Bhutan and Bang-
ladesh.

He also promised to set 
up a centre for Bay of Ben-
gal studies in the Nalanda 
University in Bihar to con-
duct research focused on 
Bimstec region.

“We not only have dip-
lomatic relations with all 
seven Bimstec countries, 
but are strongly connect-
ed by civilisation, his-
tory, art, language, cuisine 
and a shared culture,” he 
added.

times over. Businessmen 
like Nirav Modi and Vi-
jay Mallya have run away 
with thousands of crores 
of public money while the 
government looked away,” 
Roy alleged. 

“He (Modi) said that 
every man and woman 
will get Rs 15 lakh in his ac-
count if the BJP comes to 
power in 2014. On the con-
trary, poor of this country 
have been robbed. What 
kind of accountability can 
we expect from this gov-
ernment?” she asked. 

“This has shown the 
existence of a full blown 
terror network with hit-
lists, hideouts, safehous-
es, arms, ammunition 
and plans to bomb, kill 

and poison people... As 
it prepares for the 2019 
general elections, the BJP 
has emerged by far the 
wealthiest political party 
in India. Outrageously, the 
electoral bonds ensure 
that the source of the do-
nations to political parties 
can remain anonymous. 

“How many of these 
groups do we know about? 
How many of these are still 
working in secret? They 
have the assurance and 
blessing of the powerful 
and even the police. With 
the elections coming what 
plans do they have in store 
for us? What surprise at-
tack, where will they be, in 
Kashmir, in Kumbh mela, 
or in Ayodhya. They will at-

tempt to derail everything 
with some minor or major 
attack,” Roy alleged. 

Referring to the “man-
ner in which the educa-
tion institutions are being 
dismantled”, she said that 
the government is carrying 
out “re-brahmanisation of 
education” by rapid priva-
tisation. 

She termed the arrest 
of the five activistsas “ille-
gal” and asked people not 
to forget that “by arresting 
public interest lawyers 
and human rights activ-
ists, the government is 
actually isolating lakhs of 
people because these are 
their representatives, the 
helpers of the poorest of 
the poor.”

New Delhi, Aug. 30 (IANS): Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh on Thursday assured a 
delegation of Kerala MPs that the Centre 
will provide all possible help after the 
delegation said foreign assistance should 
be allowed to reach the flood-ravaged 
state.

The worst floods to devastate Kerala 
in nearly a century have left 483 people 
dead, displaced thousands and destroyed 
property on a massive scale. 

The Minister’s assurance came after 
11 Kerala MPs belonging to the Congress, 
CPI-M, RSP, Kerala Congress (Mani) and 
an independent apprised him about the 
situation in the state and demanded more 
support from the Modi government. 

The MPs urged Rajnath Singh to al-
low foreign assistance to the state as the 
Centre, citing a 2004 government deci-
sion, had turned down a reported offer 
of Rs 700 crore from the United Arab 
Emirates.

The delegation included A.K. An-
tony, K.V. Thomas, K.C. Venugopal, K. 
Suresh, Anto Antony, M. K. Raghavan 

(all Congress), P. Karunakaran and P.K. 
Biju (CPI-M), N.K. Premachandran 
(RSP), Jose K. Mani (Kerala Congress 
Mani) and Joice George (CPI-M-backed 
Independent).

“A delegation of MPs from Kerala met 
me in New Delhi on the flood situation in 
the state. I assured them that the Centre 
was providing all possible help to Kerala,” 
Rajnath Singh tweeted.

After the meeting, Antony said all par-
ties are united on rebuilding Kerala. 

“We have demanded more funds for 
the state. We also urged him to waive the 
restriction on foreign assistance. The 
Home Minister has assured us that he 
will speak to External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj over the issue,” Antony 
told reporters.

The Centre has so far allotted Rs 600 
crore to Kerala for flood relief.

A Union Home Ministry official said a 
central team was expected to visit Kerala 
soon to assess the damage caused and a 
decision on Central assistance would be 
taken after it submitted its report.

Kolkata, Aug .30 (IANS): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Thursday penned and 
posted a poem on the so-
cial media, claiming that 
the Centre is intruding peo-
ple’s privacy.

Without naming the 
BJP-led government, Ban-
erjee in her poem ‘Unki 
Online’ claimed that this 
intrusion in people’s priva-
cy was being done through 
surveillance programmes.

Criticising it, she also 
took a dig at the Centre’s 
decision to make Aadhaar 
details mandatory in sec-
tors like banking and tel-
ecom. 

“People’s lives are get-
ting lost in Aadhaar,” the 
Trinamool Congress leader 
said.
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News IN BrIef
Over 63K displaced in Myanmar dam 
breach
Yangon, Aug. 30 (IANS): More than 63,000 people were 
evacuated from their homes after a section of a dam in 
central Myanmar broke, flooding dozens of nearby villages, 
the state media reported on Thursday. The breach occurred 
on Wednesday in Yedashe when the sluice gate of the Swar 
Chaung dam broke, according to Global New Light of  
Myanmar newspaper. At least 85 villages in Bago region 
went a metre-deep under water prompting the government 
and the Army to evacuate residents and the Myanmar Red 
Cross to provide relief. 

Seven militants killed, five injured in 
Afghan gun battle
Kabul, Aug. 30 (IANS): At least seven Taliban militants 
were killed and five injured in a clash with security forces 
in Afghanistan’s Maiwand district, police said on Thursday.
The clash, which took place late on Wednesday, flared-up 
after the militants stormed some security checkpoints and 
in a counter-offensive the government forces began targeting 
the militants from the ground and air, Xinhua news agency 
quoted Deputy to Provincial Police Chief Abdul Bashir 
Khaksar as saying. He added that the government forces 
would continue to target the militants elsewhere in Kandahar 
province.  

Drought declared in Fiji
Suva (Fiji), Aug. 30 (IANS): Fiji’s weather office on 
Thursday announced a meteorological drought for the 
country after some parts did not receive rain for 10 weeks. 
According to Fiji Broadcasting Corporation, Fiji’s Director of  
Meteorological Services Ravind Kumar said that the effects 
on agriculture is expected to worsen with the average to less 
than average rainfall predicted for September and October, 
Xinhua news agency reported. The agriculture production 
will be low with the continuance of the dry spell. We need to 
see how best can we conserve some of those resources that 
can be used later, Kumar said. 

Clashes escalate in Libya’s capital, 
killing 26
Benghazi, Aug. 30 (PTI/AP): A Libyan official says 
fighting between rival militias in the capital has killed at least 
26 people, including civilians. Widad Abu Niran, a Health 
Ministry spokesman, said Thursday that another 75 people 
have been wounded in the fighting, which began Monday 
and pits armed groups from Tripoli against other groups 
from a town to the south. Libya slid into chaos after the 
2011 uprising that overthrew and killed longtime dictator 
Moammar Gadhafi. The country is currently governed by 
rival authorities in Tripoli and the east, each backed by an 
array of militias that wield real power on the ground. 

Ethiopian military helicopter crash 
kills 18
Addis Ababa, Aug. 30 (PTI/AFP): An Ethiopian military 
helicopter crashed today, killing 18 people, the state-affiliated 
Fana Broadcast Corporate reported. The aircraft crashed on a 
flight between the eastern city of Dire Dawa and Bishoftu, in 
the centre of the country, the agency said. Everyone on board 
-- 15 soldiers and three civilians -- was killed. There were no 
immediate details about the cause of the crash. In 2013, an 
Ethiopian military cargo plane crashed in Mogadishu, killing 
four crew members.

China accuses US of distorting 
reality about North Korea
Beijing, Aug. 30 (IANS): China on Thursday claimed that 
the United States has been trying to distort the reality after the 
US president Donald Trump accused Beijing of hampering 
the progress of North Korea’s denuclearization. Trump on 
Wednesday said that progress had been made with North 
Korea despite their stalled bilateral talks, for which he blamed 
China and the trade dispute between Washington and Beijing. 
“A lot of people, like me, feel that the US is first in the world 
when it comes to twisting the truth, and irresponsible and 
absurd logic,” Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying said at a press briefing in Beijing, Efe reported .

US accuses Iran of bad faith over 
sanctions lawsuit
The Hague, Aug. 30 (PTI/AFP): The United States 
on Wednesday accused Iran of bad faith for challenging 
Washington’s renewed nuclear-linked sanctions against it at 
the UN’s top court. Iran has asked the International Court 
of Justice to order the United States to lift the sanctions, 
reimposed after US President Donald Trump pulled out of  
a multilateral 2015 accord. Iran brought the case at the court 
in The Hague under a 1955 friendship treaty that predates 
the country’s Islamic Revolution. Washington told the court 
it had no jurisdiction to rule on the case, which it said was a 
matter of national security.

AP/PTI

Members of the public pay their respects near the casket of Sen. John McCain during a viewing at the Arizona Capitol on Wednesday, 
Aug. 29, 2018, in Phoenix. 

Phoenix, Aug. 30 (PTI/AP): Hun-
dreds of people paid their respects 
to US Sen. John McCain on Wednes-
day, standing for hours in the broil-
ing Arizona sun before filing past 
the flag-draped casket that his tear-
ful wife, Cindy, lovingly pressed her 
face against after a ceremony for 
the former North Vietnam prisoner 
of war who represented Arizona for 
decades.

Former military members in 
shorts and T-shirts stopped and 

saluted the closed casket flanked 
by National Guard members at 
the Arizona Capitol. Families will 
small children came by, and several 
people placed their hand over their 
heart or bowed, including Vietnam-
ese residents who traveled from 
Southern California.

The private service held earlier 
marked the first appearance of Mc-
Cain’s family since the Republican 
senator died Saturday of brain can-
cer. It also began two days of official 

mourning in Arizona before his 
body is taken to Washington for a 
viewing at the US Capitol, followed 
by burial at the US Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Maryland.

At the emotional private cere-
mony in Arizona, Gov. Doug Ducey 
remembered McCain as an interna-
tionally known figure and “Arizona’s 
favorite adopted son” on what 
would have been his 82nd birthday. 
He was born in the Panama Canal 
Zone while his father, who went 

Islamabad/Washington, Aug. 
30 (PTI): The issue of combat-
ting terrorism will be raised 
by US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo during his talks here 
with Pakistan’s new leadership 
next week, according to a media 
report. 

Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi on 
Tuesday had confirmed that 
Pompeo will be in Islamabad 
on September 5 but now it has 
emerged that he would not be 
alone on the important trip. He 
will be accompanied by Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee Gen-
eral Joseph F Dunford.

“The secretary of state and 
the chairman are going to fly in 
to Islamabad to meet with the 
new government that’s in place 
there now,” Defence Secretary 
James Mattis said during a news 
briefing at the Pentagon on 
Tuesday.

The need to fight terrorists 
would be “the primary part” 
of their discussions with Paki-
stani leaders, he was quoting 
by Dawn newspaper as saying.

Dunford, who also attended 
the briefing, said the US had 

“permanent interests in South 
Asia” and wanted to “maintain 
a presence (there) to have influ-
ence in that region”.

Pompeo and General Dun-
ford are expected to meet Prime 
Minister Imran Khan.

In their talks with Pakistani 
officials, the delegation will 
“make very clear what we have 
to do, all of our nations, in meet-
ing our common foe, the terror-
ists,” Mattis said. 

“And make that a primary 
part of the discussion.” 

General Dunford said that 
the US would maintain both 
diplomatic and security pres-
ence in South Asia and the form 
of that presence was going to 
change over time.

General Dunford’s inclusion 
in the delegation dispels the 
impression that this was not a 
proper visit but just a stopover, 
as US state and defence secre-
taries were both going to be in 
New Delhi next week for the first 
two-plus-two talks between the 
US and India, the report said.

But Secretary Mattis’ em-
phasis on the need to fight ter-
rorists reignites the controversy 

stirred last week after Secretary 
Pompeo’s first call to Khan, it 
said.

The US Department of State 
issued a statement after the call, 
saying that “Secretary Pompeo 
raised the importance of Pa-
kistan taking decisive action 
against all terrorists operating 
in Pakistan”.  Pakistan rejected 
the US statement as incorrect, 
saying that the issue of terror-
ism was not discussed.

At the Pentagon briefing, 
Secretary Mattis avoided whip-
ping up the controversy and did 
not comment when a journalist 
asked if he trusted the new Paki-
stani leadership’s commitment 
to fight terrorism.

Mattis, however, said that 
Secretary Pompeo and he were 
going to New Delhi for talks 
aimed at further strengthening 
a growing partnership with In-
dia. “We see the strengthening 
of India’s democracy, its mili-
tary, its economy as a stabilising 
element in the world, he said. 

He said that a number of 
agreements would be finalised 
at this two-plus-two meeting in 
New Delhi.

Washington, Aug. 30 (PTI/AP): 
President Donald Trump urged 
evangelical leaders this week 
to get out the vote ahead of the 
upcoming midterm elections 
and warned of “violence” by op-
ponents if they fail. 

Trump made the dire warning 
at a White House dinner Monday 
evening attended by dozens of 
conservative Christian pastors, 
ministers and supporters of his 
administration.

Trump was stressing the stakes 
in November when he warned 
that, if Democrats win, they “will 
overturn everything that we’ve 
done and they’ll do it quickly and 
violently,” according to attendees 
and audio of his closed-door re-
marks obtained by media outlets, 

including The New York Times. 
He specifically mentioned 

self-described antifa, or anti-
fascist groups, describing them as 
“violent people.” 

Asked yesterday what he 
meant, Trump told reporters, “I 
just hope there won’t be violence.” 

“If you look at what happens 
... there’s a lot of unnecessary vio-
lence all over the world, but also 
in this country. And I don’t want 
to see it,” Trump said.

At the dinner, Trump talked up 
his administration’s efforts to bol-
ster conservative Christian causes 
and urged those gathered to get 
their “people” to vote, warning the 
efforts could quickly be undone.

“I just ask you to go out and 
make sure all of your people vote,” 

Trump said, according to the 
Times.  “Because if they don’t it’s 
Nov 6 if they don’t vote we’re go-
ing to have a miserable two years 
and we’re going to have, frankly, a 
very hard period of time because 
then it just gets to be one election 
you’re one election away from los-
ing everything you’ve got.” 

Ohio Pastor Darrell Scott, an 
early Trump supporter who at-
tended the dinner, said he inter-
preted the comments differently 
than the media has portrayed 
them.

“It wasn’t any kind of dire 
warning,” Scott said, “... except the 
things that we’ve been working on 
as a body of voters will be reversed 
and overturned.” 

“What he was saying,” Scott 

continued, is that “there are some 
violent people ... but it wasn’t that 
we’ve got to worry about murder 
on the streets and chaos and an-
archy ... just that the things we’ve 
worked for will be overturned.” 

Tony Perkins, the president of 
the Family Research Council and 
another attendee, said he, too, 
interpreted Trump’s message as 
a warning not to be complacent.

While Trump did make a refer-
ence to antifa, Perkins told CNN, 
“I don’t think anybody in the room 
suggested that there was going to 
be violence across the nation.” 

“I did not interpret him to say 
that the outcome of the election 
is going to lead (to) violence in 
the streets, and violence in the 
churches,” he told CNN.

Vatican City, Aug. 30 (IANS): 
Pope Francis said on Wednes-
day during his general audience 
on St. Peter’s Square in Vatican 
City that divorce had become 
fashionable, while the ideal 
was that families stay together 
as one unit.

The pope dedicated his au-
dience to a recent trip he made 
to Ireland to attend the World 
Meeting of Families.

“It’s a fashion trend, we read 
in magazines that someone has 
got divorced, but please, this is 
ugly. I respect everything, but 
the ideal is not divorce, sepa-
ration, the destruction of the 
family,” Efe quoted the pope 
as saying. “The family ideal is 
unity.”

“The difficulties and prob-
lems that families go through 
cannot undermine the im-
portance of the institution of 
family for society, for humanity 
or putting up for discussion the 
fundamental human need for 
lasting love,” he said.

The pontiff also said love 
in marriage was a “gift from 
God” that should grow each day 
with dialogue, with time spent 
together and with tenderness.

Francis also stressed the 
importance of communicat-
ing through the generations 
and the role of grandparents in 
consolidating family ties and 
the transmission of faith.

Washington, Aug. 30 (PTI/AP): 
John McCain’s 106-year-old 
mother, Roberta, is expected 
to attend memorial services in 
Washington and his burial in 
Maryland later this week.

Roberta McCain once said 
the middle child she called 
“Johnny” liked to use her as 
an example of “what he hopes 
his lifespan will be.” But she 
now mourns him instead of 
the other way around.

The Vietnam prisoner of 
war, congressman, senator 
and two-time presidential 
candidate died of brain cancer 
last Saturday at his home in 
Arizona. He was 81.

Following memorials in 
Arizona, McCain will lie in 
state at the US Capitol on Fri-
day. He will be celebrated at a 
memorial service Saturday at 
Washington National Cathe-
dral before his burial Sunday 
at the US Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland.

‘real hero’: Crowds brave Arizona 
heat to honor John McCain

Pompeo to raise issue of terrorism with 
new Pakistani leadership — Report

United Nations, Aug. 30 (IANS): 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres on Wednesday expressed 
concern over the “growing risks of 
a humanitarian catastrophe” in 
the event of a full-scale military 
operation in the northern Idlib 
province of Syria.

Guterres’  statement on 
Wednesday followed the briefing 
a day before by the director of 
operations for UN humanitarian 
affairs John Ging to the Security 
Council. Ging warned such a gov-
ernment offensive in Idlib “has the 
potential to create a humanitarian 
emergency at a scale not yet seen” 
in the seven-year civil war, Xinhua 

news agency reported. 
Speaking through his spokes-

person Stephane Dujarric, Gu-
terres reaffirmed that any use of 
chemical weapons is totally unac-
ceptable, in an apparent response 
to allegations that emerged re-
cently of possible staging of chem-
ical attacks in the province. 

The United States, Britain and 
France have warned that they will 
respond “appropriately” to any 
chemical weapons attack in Idlib, 
a warning repeated at the Security 
Council on Tuesday by the three 
countries. 

Russia, for its part, said Syrian 
rebels are preparing a chemical 

attack, which Moscow said the 
West would use to justify a strike 
against the Syrian forces. 

Guterres called on the guaran-
tors of the Astana process, namely 
Russia, Iran and Turkey, to step up 
efforts to find a peaceful solution 
to the situation in Idlib, the last 
remaining de-escalation zone, 
one of the four that the process 
helped to create. 

Complementary to the Gene-
va talks, the Astana process kicked 
off in early 2017 with a meeting 
providing for indirect talks be-
tween the Syrian government 
and rebel factions in the neutral 
Kazakh capital. In tandem with 

the Geneva talks, the process aims 
to achieve a peaceful and stable 
solution to the conflict in Syria. 

Concluding his statement, 
Guterres urged all parties to take 
all necessary measures to safe-
guard civilian lives, allow freedom 
of movement, and protect civilian 
infrastructure, including medical 
and educational facilities, in ac-
cordance with international hu-
manitarian law and human rights 
law. Reports have said the Syrian 
government is gearing up for an 
offensive in Idlib province, which 
is home to nearly 3 million people 
and has a large al-Qaida presence 
in addition to Syrian rebel groups.

UN warns against full-scale military assault in Syria’s Idilib

Trump warns of ‘violence’ if Democrats win midterm elections Pope Francis says 
divorce has become 
fashionable
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on to become an admiral, 
served in the military.

“Imagining an Arizona 
without John McCain is like 
picturing Arizona without 
the Grand Canyon,” Ducey 
said.

Former Arizona Sen. 
Jon Kyl said he had been 
with McCain across the 
world and he had better 
instincts on when to assert 
US power than anyone else 
he knew.

“I will miss him as a 
friend, and a strong force 
for  America,  and the 
world,” Kyl said.

Sen. Jeff Flake offered 
the benediction, express-
ing gratitude “for his life 
and for his sacrifice” and 
“that John made Arizona 
his home.” By the time the 
service ended, crowds had 
gathered to wait for the 
public viewing of McCain’s 
closed casket, seeking shel-
ter from Phoenix’s summer 
heat under tents with cool-
ers filled with ice and water 
bottles.

The line snaked down 
streets even as a continu-
ous flow of people flowed 
past the casket. The visita-
tion was to continue as 
long as people waited in 
line, said Rick Davis, Mc-
Cain’s former presidential 
campaign manager.
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‘Mon for Kerala,’ a charity concert featuring local artists was held in Mon district for the people of Kerala on Aug. 27. The concert was 
organised by Cafe Amore, Gusto Cafe, Staunch Ladies, Entertainment Group Mon, Chemy Gym, Tony Sound, and Cafe Shem. Seen in the 
photo are the organisers and local artists after the concert.

Veteran singer Asha Bhosle says late singer Kishore Kumar was one of a kind and it is impossible for 
anyone to take his place. While shooting for an episode of the music reality show “Dil Hai Hindus-
tani 2”, Asha spoke about one of her favourite co-singers Kishore Kumar, read a statement.  She 
even shared anecdotes about recording the song “Eena meena deeka” from the 1957 film “Aasha”.  
“Kishore Kumar was one of a kind. He swayed everyone with his mellifluous voice and even made 
everyone around him happy always,” Asha said. “He has been a true gem to the music industry. I 
have always enjoyed working with him. It is really impossible for anyone to take his place today,” she 
added. The two had delivered hit songs like “Aap yahan aaye kisliye”, “Chhod do anchal zamana kya 
kahega” and “O saathi chal”. (IANS)

Impossible for anyone to take Kishore 
Kumar’s place, says Asha Bhosle

Miss Phek 2018 auditions 
on September 7 and the 8th

We care Birthday Greetings

T
he Vogue Entertain-
ment Nagaland (VEN), 
in association with Go 
Nagas will be organis-
ing Miss Phek 2018. 

An update from the organis-
ers mentioned that the beauty 
pageant would take place on 
September 7 and the 8th.

The audition on Sept. 7 is 
said to take place at Mini Tourist 
Lodge in Pfutsero Town and on 
Sept. 8 at PTC Hall in Phek Town; 
and Badminton Hall in Meluri 
Town.

The auditions is said to begin 
from 10 am onwards on the said 
days.

Organisers in the release have 

informed that registration forms 
will be available at Life Centre in 
Pfutsero Town, Bamboo Grove 
in Phek Town and Stuffs Shack in  
Phek Town. 

The last date for submission of 
form is said to be September 6. 

The winners are said to rep-
resent Phek district for Miss Naga-
land and regional pageants.

Organisers have informed 
all interested persons to contact 
the following numbers- Pfutsero 
9089288413, Phek 883 749 1178,  
Meluri 89741 55197 while outsta-
tion participants have been asked 
to contact 8974788525 for more 
details.

EMN

Happy Birthday Brother@
 The best little brother in the world 
birthday is today!
God bless u.

From Apo, Ayo n Me.

Before the current young 
breed of ‘well known’ Naga 
musicians, there were legends 
much bigger and storied. Like 
Mengulhoulie Mepfuo, 
or more popularly “Raj.”  Vet-
erans and forerunners of rock 
and metal in Nagaland will 
know ‘the Raj.’  

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo is 
an accomplished musician, 
a veteran rocker and one of 
those Nagas who were there 
during the climax of the metal 
and hard rock scene in the 
state during the late ‘90s—a 
time when even terms like 
“internet” or “Indie music” or 
“downloads” were not even 
common. He has been there 
as the front man for a number 
of veteran rock groups in 
Nagaland namely the Alien 
Minstrels, Hedonic, Heritage 
and Native Colors, with whom 
he won the first Hornbill Rock 
Contest. He is also the same 
man behind the music studio 
‘Native Trax.’

In 2009 he founded Na-
tive Trax Society, comprising 
individuals dedicated to creat-
ing a climate of profession-
alism and pursuing artistic 
excellence and to create a 
space of appreciation for the 
music and culture of Naga-
land. Mepfuo is also the man 
behind the institution of the 
Music Awards of Nagaland, 
the only proper platform from 
the community’s side that 
honours the achievements of 
musicians in the state. 

In today’s Rhythm of Love 
Mepfuo, whose career spans 
over a decade, gets candid 
with Eastern Mirror as he 
opens up about music and 
music in Nagaland. 

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

EAST-
ERN MIRROR: How did you 

get into music? Talk us through your 
musical journey. 
Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: I actually start-
ed quite late. I loved playing the guitar and 
singing by myself at home but the first time 
I got up on stage was when I was study-
ing at AEI, Guwahati in 1994. When I got 
back home, I got a couple of guys together 
and formed ‘Stargazer’ my first real band 
actually and we took part and won the 1st 
All Nagaland Unplugged Contest on New 
Year’s Eve 1995. 

After this I was the front man for vari-
ous other bands including Alien Minstrels, 
Hedonic, Heritage and Native Colors in a 
career spanning over a decade.

EASTERN MIRROR: You were a member 
of Native Colours, which was also the first 
winner of the Hornbill Rock Contest. How 
were things after that? 

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: When we 
took part in the first Hornbill Rock Contest 
it was a state level event only whereas it 
is now an international contest. However, 
that’s not to say it was easy for us then. We 
had to compete with around fifty other 
very good bands. It was a one night event 
and each band was given 10-15 minutes. 
We guys from Dimapur were freezing our 
butts off in the biting cold and it was nearly 
dawn when we got back home richer by 
20K. Now the prize money is 10 lakhs!

Back then, I believe most of the bands 
including us were playing locally made 
or borrowed guitars and cheap gadgets. 
Nowadays these youngsters have the best 
equipment. 

Also, it is much better organized now, 
especially the last one in Dimapur and the 
quality of bands taking part is awesome.

Eastern Mirror: What are your fondest 
musical memories?

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: I treasure 
all the memories and time I spent with my 
friends and various bandmates. We had so 
much fun practicing and touring different 
places playing gigs. The high you feel when 

you’re onstage and the crowds going 
wild. I just couldn’t pick out just one. I’d 
have to write a book to get it all down!

EASTERN MIRROR: You are head-
ing the Native Trax Society which is 
involved in providing platform to art-
ists. As a musician yourself, what are 
some of the different things you have 
experienced/observed working with 
music and for musicians?  

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: Actu-
ally, I used to head NTS but I’m now 
associated in an advisory role but yes, 
our aim is to provide a platform to 
showcase the talents of local musi-
cians and to create a climate of pro-
fessionalism and artistic excellence 
so as to promote the growth and 
development of the music industry 

in Nagaland. 
Coming back to the question, working 

with music as an artist, in the beginning 
you run around trying to find some gigs 
and play wherever and whenever you get 
the chance—often for free. If you’re not 
good enough, you get booed at; if you’re 
good, people adore you, and once you 
achieve a certain amount of fame people 
start approaching you for shows. You get 
paid according to how famous you are or 
how big a crowd you can draw. Of course 
there are times when we do not get paid 
what we were promised and that some-
thing I believe many other musicians have 
experienced too.

Our efforts are concentrated on learn-
ing and practicing our set list, our stage 
performance rehearsals and getting our 
outfits for the show ready. 

Working for musicians is a different 
thing altogether. As event managers, our 
chief worry here is finding funding for the 
event. As you are well aware, given the 
situation in our state we do not have many 
avenues for sponsorship which is crucial 
for the success of any event. Most people 
equate sponsorship requests to appeals 
for donations! There have even been times 
when we have sold our personal property 
to pay for our events.

Then we have to take care of planning 
and executing the event, publicity, artists 
etc. its hard work! Often you have to face 
negative publicity too and that is really 
discouraging.

EASTERN MIRROR: What was it that 
made you feel that you should work to 
promote artists from the state through 
Native Trax Society?

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: After more 
than a decade as an artist, I saw I was 
going nowhere. Yes, we were well known lo-
cally, won some awards and also got to play 
in some other states but that was about it. 
I was disillusioned and saw no future in 
music because the scene was not what it is 
now. Actually, it was my wife, who by the 
way, was also a singer and as passionate 

about music as I am, who inspired me and 
along with a few friends, we formed Native 
Trax Society to promote our young upcom-
ing artists and to bring about change in 
people’s perception of music as a career in 
Nagaland.

EASTERN MIRROR: Coming back to the 
music scene in the state, what do you find 
discouraging?

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: The lack of 
greater government support for musicians 
and the local music industry is what I find 
most discouraging. As I mentioned earlier, 
there are practically no corporate funding 
or sponsoring music events here. 

True, we have a Music Task Force that’s 
supposed to work for the welfare and 
promotion of local musicians but based 
on my experiences with them, they always 
cite budget limitations, the bulk of which is 
spent on the Hornbill Rock Contest leaving 
almost nothing for the local musicians. I 
am not saying that they have done noth-
ing. What I am saying is that a lot more still 
needs to be done.

We have talented musicians and vari-
ous available spaces for music performance 
being run by music-loving local entre-
preneurs. We Nagas are music lovers. We 
have what it takes to build a vibrant and 
thriving local music industry which could 
create and sustain so many jobs for people 
here but this requires the active support of 
the Government.

EASTERN MIRROR: What inspires you 
and what makes you want to keep pro-
moting music?

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: At the Music 
Awards of Nagaland every year we see so 
many new artists emerging and we get to 
hear their music. Their talent and creativity 
and that of those music industry profes-
sionals working behind the scenes helping 
them produce these awesome works of art 
is what inspires and keeps driving me. 

Our musicians have shown that they 
are capable and prepared to take part in 
the global music marketplace. It is very 
challenging for unknown artists or groups 
from a little known corner of the world to 
break into the international industry, but 
with perseverance and the right mix of sup-
ports in place the opportunities are endless 
and  our talented musicians will surely find 
success. That would be vindication for us 
that our efforts are not in vain.  

EASTERN MIRROR: Are there any artists 
that you draw inspiration from — if so 

who and why?
Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: There are so 

many I just couldn’t name them all but yes 
Bon Jovi, Mr Big, Iron Maiden, Helloween, 
Firehouse, Europe, Megadeth, Metallica to 
name a few. Their songs are priceless works 
of art that never cease to uplift and amaze 
me, that’s why (smiles).

I’m a rocker, still am and I tend to lean 
towards the heavier side but I do listen to 
all kinds of music and among the current 
crop I’m inspired by Imagine Dragons and 
Ed Sheeran’s music.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are a few key 
lessons you’ve learned from the current 
music generation? 

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: The current 
music generation is more dedicated and 
forward, and bolder than we used to be. 
Seeing their achievements and success, I’ve 
learnt that dedication and persistence pays 
and that we should not hesitate to follow 
our dreams.

I’d also like to add that the current gen-
eration is more creative than we ever were. 
From them I’ve learnt that we have let our 
imaginations fly and think out of the box.

EASTERN MIRROR: What do you think 
is the most important thing Naga artists 
should do to promote themselves better?

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: The music 
scenario has changed a lot in recent years. 
Today’s generation is tech-savvy and while 
an artist can be active on social media 
and promote themselves and build a fan 
base though these I think it’s best to get a 
team to help them with PR and other stuff 
which will leave them with enough time to 
concentrate solely on their music.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are you up to 
currently? Any projects line-up? 

Mengulhoulie Mepfuo: Currently 
we are organizing a charity concert for the 
victims of natural disasters in Nagaland. 
Actually we were gearing up for the 10th 
anniversary edition of the Music Awards 
of Nagaland this year. However, in spite of 
so many natural disasters all over the state 
there seemed to be very little concerted 
effort/ response from the public and that 
is why we made this sudden decision to 
organize this concert in association with 
our friends from Get Gorgeous Society.  

This is a spur of the moment thing 
and we are looking forward to the love 
and support of our brothers and sisters of 
Nagaland.

Native Colors
Some of his significant achievements:  

Represented Nagaland with his band Alien Minstrels at ‘Facing Reality’ Regional Anti-Drugs Concert, 26th June  
        2000 at Shillong organized by Kripa Foundation and UN Drug Control Programme

Winner, as part of Native Colors, of the 1st Hornbill Rock Contest, 5th December 2001 at Kohima organized by   
        Govt. of Nagaland

Winner from NE zone, with Native Colors, of the MTV Rock Idols 2004, 24th August 2004 at Shillong organized by  
         DNA Networks Delhi in association with MTV

In 2004, recorded a song for WHO funded project ‘Rock for Life’ for advocacy on AIDS. Native Colors was one                  
        of the eight bands selected from India
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Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 3 0 
(IANS): Looking at the 
depths of the Jupiter’s Great 
Red Spot, a storm that has 
been raging on the planet 
for over 350 years, NASA 
scientists have found 
water above the plan-
et’s deepest clouds.

T h e  t e a m 
led by Gordon 
l. Bjoraker, As-
trophysicist at 
NASA’s God-
d a r d  S p a c e 
flight center in 
Maryland, 
U S ,  w e r e 
looking from 
g r o u n d - b a s e d 
telescopes at wave-
lengths sensitive to 
thermal radiation 
leaking from the 
depths of Jupiter’s persist-
ent storm, when they de-
tected the chemical signa-
tures of water above the 
planet’s deepest clouds. 

The pressure of the 
water, combined with the 
measurements of another 
oxygen-bearing gas, carbon 
monoxide, imply that Jupi-
ter has two to nine times 
more oxygen than the sun. 

This finding supports 
theoretical and computer-
simulation models that 
have predicted abundant 
water (H2O) on Jupiter, the 
scientists said.

“The moons that orbit 
Jupiter are mostly water 
ice, so the whole neighbor-
hood has plenty of water. 
Why wouldn’t the planet 
-- which is this huge gravity 
well, where everything falls 
into it -- be water rich, too?” 
Bjoraker said in a state-
ment.

The location of the wa-
ter cloud, plus the amount 
of carbon monoxide that 
the researchers identified 
on Jupiter, confirms that 
Jupiter is rich in oxygen 
and, thus, water, Bjoraker 
explained.

“ J u p i t e r ’s  w a t e r 
abundance will tell us a 
lot about how the gi-
ant planet formed, but 

only if we can figure out 
how much water there is in 
the entire planet,” said Ste-
ven M. Levin, from NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in Califor- nia.

The revelation 
was st ir-

ring given 
that the team’s 

e x p e r i m e n t 
could have easily 
failed. The Great 
Red Spot is full 
of dense clouds, 
which makes it 
hard for electro-
magnetic energy 

to escape and teach 
astronomers any-

thing about the chem-
istry within.
“It turns out they’re not 

so thick that they block our 
ability to see deeply,” Bjo-
raker noted. 

The data collected will 
supplement the informa-
tion NASA’s Juno spacecraft 
is gathering as it circles the 
planet from north to south 
once every 53 days.

If Juno returns simi-
lar water findings, thereby 
backing Bjoraker’s ground-
based technique, it could 
open a new window into 
solving the water problem, 
said Goddard’s Amy Simon, 
a planetary atmospheres 
expert. 

“If it works, then maybe 
we can apply it elsewhere, 
like Saturn, Uranus or Nep-
tune, where we don’t have a 
Juno,” she said.

Tokyo, Aug. 30 (IANS): Astronomers 
have obtained the most detailed 
anatomy chart of a monster galaxy 
located 12.4 billion light-years away, 
using Chile’s Atacama Large Millim-
eter/submillimeter Array (ALMA).

The Monster galaxy, called as 
COSMOS-AzTEC-1, was found to 
form new stars 1000 times faster than 
our Milky Way Galaxy.

COSMOS-AzTEC-1 was first dis-
covered with the James Clerk Maxwell 
Telescope in Hawaii, and later the 
Large Millimeter Telescope (LMT) in 
Mexico, found an enormous amount 
of carbon monoxide gas in the galaxy 
and revealed its hidden starburst. 

But it was still difficult to figure 
out the nature of the cosmic gas in 
the galaxy.

With ALMA, the far-away galaxy 
was seen with unprecedented reso-
lution, said the researchers from the 
National Astronomical Observatory 
of Japan.

They found that the galaxy has 
molecular clouds that are highly 

unstable, and leads to runaway star 
formation.

Usually, the inward gravity and 
outward pressure are balanced in the 
clouds. 

Once this gravity overcomes pres-
sure, the gas cloud collapses and 
forms stars at a rapid pace. Then, stars 
and supernova explosions at the end 
of the stellar life cycle blast out gases, 
which increase the outward pressure. 
As a result, the gravity and pressure 
reach a balanced state and star forma-
tion continues at a moderate pace. 

In this way star formation in galax-
ies is self-regulating. But, in COSMOS-
AzTEC-1, the pressure is far weaker 
than the gravity and hard to balance. 
Therefore this galaxy shows runaway 
star formation and has morphed into 
an unstoppable monster galaxy, the 
researchers explained, in the paper 
published in the journal Nature.

“We have found that there are two 
distinct large clouds several thousand 
light-years away from the center,” 
Tadaki said, adding “in most distant 

starburst galaxies, stars are actively 
formed in the center. So it is surprising 
to find off-center clouds”.

But why is the gas in COSMOS-
AzTEC-1 is so unstable? Researchers 
do not have a definitive answer yet, 
but galaxy merger is a possible cause. 
Galaxy collision may have efficiently 
transported the gas into a small area 
and ignited intense star formation, 
they said.

“At this moment, we have no 
evidence of merger in this galaxy. By 
observing other similar galaxies with 
ALMA, we want to unveil the relation 
between galaxy mergers and monster 
galaxies,” Tadaki noted.

Further, the team estimated that 
the gas in COSMOS-AzTEC-1 will be 
completely consumed in 100 million 
years. 

Monster galaxies are thought to 
be the ancestors of the huge elliptical 
galaxies in today’s Universe, therefore 
these findings pave the way to under-
stand the formation and evolution of 
such galaxies.

London, Aug. 30 (IANS): Struggling to cut down 
your body fat? Eating breakfast late, but having 
an early dinner may help, suggests a pilot study.

The findings showed that people who de-
layed their breakfast by 90 minutes and had 
their dinner 90 minutes earlier than usual lost 
more than twice as much body fat on average.

Further, those who changed their meal 
times ate less food overall, than those who did 
not, the researchers said. “Although this study is 
small, it has provided us with invaluable insight 
into how slight alterations to our meal times 
can have benefits to our bodies,” said Jonathan 
Johnston, from the UK’s University of Surrey. 

“Reduction in body fat lessens our chances 
of developing obesity and related diseases, so is 
vital in improving our overall health,” he added.

For the study, published in the Journal of 
Nutritional Sciences, the team conducted a 10-
week experiment on ‘time-restricted feeding’ 
-- a form of intermittent fasting.

Participants were split into two groups - 
those who were required to delay their break-
fast by 90 minutes and have their dinner 90 
minutes earlier, and those who ate meals as 
they would normally (the controls). 

Although there was no restriction on what 
the participants could eat, the team found that 
57 per cent of participants showed a reduction 
in food intake either due to a reduced appetite, 
decreased eating opportunities or a cutback in 
snacking, particularly in the evenings.

However, 57 per cent of participants felt they 
could not have maintained the new meal times 
beyond the prescribed 10 weeks because of their 
incompatibility with family and social life. 

“Fasting diets are difficult to follow and 
may not always be compatible with family and 
social life. We therefore need to make sure they 
are flexible and conducive to real life, as the 
potential benefits of such diets are clear to see,” 
Johnston noted.

London, Aug. 30 (IANS): Do 
you often suffer from acne? 
Take heart, a potential vaccine 
that targets the bacterial toxins 
may soon be on the anvil, say 
researchers.

Instead of invading patho-
gens, the new vaccine would 
be the first to target bacteria 
already in human skin. 

The researchers demon-
strated that antibodies to a 
toxin secreted from bacteria 
in acne vulgaris can reduce 
inflammation in human acne 
lesions.

“Once validated by a large-
scale clinical trial, the potential 
impact of our findings is huge 
for the hundreds of millions of 
individuals suffering from acne 
vulgaris,” explained lead in-
vestigator Chun-Ming Huang, 
from the University of Califor-
nia-San Diego, US. 

An acne vaccination could 
circumvent potential adverse 

effects of topical or systemic 
retinoids and antibiotics, the 
current treatment options.

They found that Christie-At-
kins-Munch-Peterson (CAMP) 
factor -- a toxin secreted from 
the Propionibacterium acnes 
(P. acnes) bacteria, can induce 
inflammatory responses.

In the study, published in 
the Journal of Investigative Der-
matology, the team explored in 
mice and ex vivo in human skin 
cells whether they could inhibit 
inflammation by employing 
antibodies to neutralise this 
virulence factor. Their find-
ings show that the applica-
tion of monoclonal antibodies 
to CAMP 2 factor did indeed 
decrease the inflammatory 
response. Future studies will 
address these factors and focus 
on engineering a non-toxic 
chemical or targeted vaccine 
formulation for its human ap-
plication, the researchers said.

Bengaluru, Aug. 30 (IANS): Cyber-
criminals are moving away from 
attention-grabbing ransomware 
attacks to more covert methods 
intended to steal money and valu-
able computing resources globally 
including in India, cyber security 
leader Trend Micro said on Thurs-
day.

Crypto-jacking -- where a 
hacker steals cryptocurrencies 
like Bitcoin from digital wallets 
-- attempts are making the big-

gest impact so far this year, said 
the report titled “Midyear Security 
Roundup 2018.”

Trend Micro recorded a 96 per 
cent increase in cryptocurrency 
mining detections in the first half 
of 2018 compared to all of 2017, 
and a massive 956 per cent in-
crease in detections versus the first 
half of 2017. 

This indicates that cybercrimi-
nals are shifting away from the 
quick payout of ransomware in 

favour of the slower, behind-the-
scenes approach of stealing com-
puting power to mine digital cur-
rency.

“In the wake of several breaches 
over the last few years, the country 
is reeling under the spate of attacks 
that have compromised databases 
belonging to banking institutions, 
government email servers, and 
Indian enterprises at large,” said 
Nilesh Jain, Vice President-South 
East Asia and India, Trend Micro. 

“We have also seen few Public 
Cloud providers getting compro-
mised this year. Next year, the cus-
tomers who don’t take adequate 
measures to their applications or 
data which are hosted in Public 
Cloud, might even get compro-
mised,” he added.

Another shift in the first half 
of the year is toward unusual mal-
ware types, such as fileless, macro 
and small file malware. 

Trend Micro recorded a 250 per 

cent increase in detections of one 
particular small file malware “Ti-
nyPOS” compared to the second 
half of 2017. 

“The recent change in the 
threat landscape mirrors what 
we’ve seen for years that cyber-
criminals will constantly shift 
their tools, tactics and procedures 
(TTPs) to improve their infection 
rates,” said Jon Clay, Director of 
Global Threat Communications 
for Trend Micro. 

Bengaluru, Aug. 29 (IANS): A US 
scientist says India has a huge 
potential to reduce its carbon foot-
print -- which leads to global warm-
ing -- by exploiting the results ob-
tained from research conducted by 
his team on dairy cows. Still, there’s 
a long way to go.

Ermias Kebreab, Professor in 
the Department of Animal Science 
at the University of California-
Davis, recently showed that feeding 
seaweed as a dietary supplement to 
the cows dramatically reduced their 
emissions of methane gas.

Methane in the atmosphere is 
a greenhouse gas (GHG) 28 times 
more powerful than carbon diox-
ide (CO2) in its potential for global 
warming. According to India’s 
Ministry of Environment and For-
ests, about one eighth of all GHG 
emissions from India -- 1,728 mil-
lion tons of CO2 equivalent -- came 
from its cattle population in 2007.

According to the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture, India’s 305 
million cattle population is the 
largest in the world in 2018 followed 
by that of Brazil (233 million) and 
China (97 million).

Cows are “ruminant” animals 
that burp as they digest food in their 
rumen, a part of the stomach. The 
rumen is home to millions of mi-
crobes that help ferment and break 
down high-fiber food like grass and 
hay, producing gases that combine 
to form methane which the cattle 
perpetually burp and emit.

In their controlled experiment, 
Kebreab’s team tested the efficacy 
of one kind of marine macro-algae 
called “Asparagopsis” on 12 Hol-
stein cows.

They blended the dried sea-

weed with molasses to produce a 
shiny, viscous meal that the cows 
evidently found tasty. An open-air 
device measured the methane in 
the cows’ exhaled breath as they 
ate.

The three-month study found 
that spiking the cows’ regular diet 
with Asparagopsis, reduced their 
methane production by 58 per cent. 
The seaweed, that has been called 
“green feed” is believed to inhibit an 
enzyme in the cows’ stomachs that 
contributes to methane produc-
tion. According to a statement from 
the University, the results obtained 
“are promising, but not final”.

The finding should be encour-
aging news to India that has a long 
stretch of coastal waters where the 
seaweed can be farmed rather than 
having to grow it inland. Growing 
seaweed doesn’t require land, fresh 
water or fertiliser.

“I agree India has a huge poten-
tial in this area (to reduce its green-
house gas emission),” Kebreab told 
this correspondent in an email. 
Asked about possible collabora-
tion he said: “We are at the early 
stage of doing some research and 
not really ready for collaboration. 
However, in a year or two, that is a 
possibility.”

Kebreab’s work builds on initial 
studies in the laboratory carried 
out in 2014 by a team of researchers 
at James Cook University in Aus-
tralia which indicated that a small 
amount of seaweed practically 
eliminated methane emissions 
from cow gut microbes.

Researchers worldwide are 
working on the livestock methane 
problem. According to reports, 
Irish farmers are hoping to create 

seaweed-eating “super cows” in a 
bid to fight climate change. India, 
in spite of the largest inventory of 
cattle in the world, is yet to mount 
a major programme on this.

According to the website of 
the Indian Veterinary Research 
Institute (IVRI) in Izatnagar, “sev-
eral compounds of herbal origin 
to reduce methane production in 
animals have been identified”, but 
IVRI research director B.P. Mishra 
did not

respond to request for informa-
tion on any publication of its work.

Canadian researcher Karen 
Beauchemin and co-workers have 
reported that most of the research 
findings to date are based on a 
limited number of animals and 
short-term feeding periods.

“Thus, substantial research 
is still required to bring dietary 
manipulation forward as an effec-
tive strategy for GHG mitigation,” 
Beauchemin noted.

Felix Bast, Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Plant Sciences 
of the Central University of Punjab 
in Bathinda, agreed.

“It is well-known that seaweed 
in cattle fodder could lower meth-
ane,” he told told this correspond-
ent in an email.

“My only concern is that this 
news from the University of Cal-
ifornia-Davis lacks any backing 
with published paper. Nothing is 
confirmed unless authors publish 
it,” Bast maintained. 

Kebreab admitted he has much 
more research to do to determine if 
seaweed supplements could pro-
vide a viable, long-term solution. 
“But we are very encouraged by 
these early results,” he noted.

San Francisco, Aug. 30 (IANS): Google 
on Thursday made its line of two-factor 
authentication (2FA) device called “Titan 
Security Key” widely available for pur-
chase through its Play Store for security 
conscious users.

The full kit of the two-factor au-
thentication token is priced at $50 and 
includes a USB key, a Bluetooth key and 
various connectors, the company said in 
a blog post.

The key was announced by Google 
in July as a device to authenticate logins 
over Bluetooth and USB, offering signifi-
cantly stronger security than a confirma-
tion code.

“For those who want the strongest 
account protection, we’ve long advo-
cated the use of security keys for 2 step 
verification,” Sam Srinivas, Director of 
Product Management, Google Cloud 
wrote in a blog post. 

The “Security Keys” are available first 
in the US, followed by other regions.

“Google’s automated defences se-
curely block the overwhelming majority 
of sign-in attempts even if an attacker 
has your user name or password, but we 
always recommend you enable two-step 
verification (2SV) to further protect your 
online accounts,” Srinivas added.

“Titan Security Keys” have extra “spe-

cial sauce” from Google-firmware that’s 
embedded in a hardware chip within the 
key that helps to verify that the key hasn’t 
been tampered with and it works with 
popular browsers including Chrome and 
a growing ecosystem of services includ-
ing Gmail, Facebook, Twitter, Dropbox 
and more.  The “Security Keys” are also 
compatible with the “Advanced Protec-
tion Programme”, which is Google’s 
strongest security for users at high risk. 

Google Cloud admins would also be 
able to enable security key enforcement 
in G Suite, Cloud Identity and Google 
Cloud Platform to ensure that users use 
security keys for their accounts.

San Francisco, Aug. 30 (IANS): Google has announced 
the third major update of its “Wear” operating system 
(OS) that is set to debut with tweaked user interface 
(UI), quicker access to notifications, smarter health 
coaching and more proactive help from Assistant.

“We’re making it easier to browse, dismiss or take 
action on your notifications with the new notification 
stream.  “Swipe up to see all your notifications at once 
and swipe down to get quicker access to shortcuts like 
Google Pay or ‘Find my phone,’” Dennis Troper, Direc-
tor of Product Management, Wear OS by Google, wrote 
in a blog post on Wednesday.  The revamped “Wear 
OS” would begin the roll-out mid-September.

Apart from maintaining schedules, checking 
weather, booking reservations, Google Assistant on 
the rebranded “Wear OS” would also suggest features 
on the device that could become helpful over time 
as it gets familiar with the user’s preferences and 
requirements. The revamped “Wear OS” would also 
incorporate Google’s health-tracking platform “Google 
Fit” that was announced last week.

“We worked with the American Heart Association 
and the World Health Organisation to design these 
goals based on their physical activity recommenda-
tions which are shown to have health benefits for your 
heart and mind,” Troper added.

Sydney, Aug. 30 (IANS): Research-
ers have developed a novel, low-
cost finger prick blood test that 
deploys gold-plated nanoparticles 
for early detection of cancer.

The research team from the 
University of New South Wales 
(UNSW) in Sydney used nanopar-
ticles to latch on to the targeted 
microRNAs (miRNAs), even in 
ultralow levels, which enabled 
them to be easily extracted.

“We are detecting small mol-
ecules found in the blood which 
could also identify the type of 
cancer, while they are looking 
for rare cells that are responsible 
for the spread of cancer,” said 
Justin Gooding, Professor from 
the varsity.

In the study, published in the 
journal Nature Nanotechnol-
ogy, the team reported modifying 
gold-coated magnetic nanopar-
ticles (Au@MNPs) with DNA to 
match the miRNA they wanted 
to detect.

Gooding said the nanoparti-
cles are, in effect, dispersible elec-
trodes. When circulated through 
the blood they capture the miRNA 
before a magnet is used to recap-
ture the nanoparticles with the 
newly attached microRNA.

“Now we get more of the mi-
croRNA because the dispersible 
electrodes capture nearly every-
thing in the sample,” Professor 
Gooding said.

“And since we bring them 
back to the electrode under a 
magnet, our response time is 
much faster,” he noted.

Moreover, the new diagnostic 
technique costs less and is faster 
than traditional methods.

“Our method takes 30 minutes 
compared with almost 12 hours 
for quantitative polymerase chain 
reaction,” Gooding said. 

Gooding said he expects the 
technology to be available within 
three years, pending regulatory 
approvals.

Water spotted at Jupiter’s 
Great Red Spot — NASA

Monster galaxy located 12.4 
billion light-years away spotted

Can eating late 
breakfast, early dinner 
help in losing weight?

New vaccine to offer 
treatment for acne

Hackers now executing low-profile attacks to steal money — Trend Micro

How India’s cows can save the 
earth — by feeding on seaweed

Google ‘Titan Security Key’ now available on Play Store

Updated Google ‘Wear’ OS 
coming with easy swipe feature

How gold-plated nanoparticles 
aid in early cancer detection

Washington, Aug 29 (IANS): NASA’s 
InSight spacecraft, that has passed the 
halfway mark to Mars, carries a unique 
instrument that will enable scientists to 
understand what geological processes 
created the massive mountains on the 
Martian surface.

InSight stands for Interior Exploration 
using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy 
and Heat Transport.

The Mars lander carries a unique 
instrument -- Heat Flow and Physical 
Properties Package (HP3) -- that is ca-
pable of measuring heat flowing out of 
the planet.

This could shed light on how the 
Mars’ massive mountains -- which eclipse 
Mt Everest here on Earth -- first formed, 
NASA said in a statement.  “Planets are 
kind of like an engine, driven by heat that 
moves their internal parts around. With 
HP3, we’ll be lifting the hood on Mars’ en-
gine for the first time,” said Sue Smrekar, 
deputy lead for HP3 at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) in California.

The Red Planet has some of the tall-
est mountains in the solar system. They 
include Olympus Mons, a volcano nearly 
three times the height of Everest. It bor-

ders a region called the Tharsis plateau, 
where three equally awe-inspiring volca-
noes dominate the landscape.

“Most of the planet’s geology is a result 
of heat,” Smrekar said. 

“Volcanic eruptions in the ancient 
past were driven by the flow of this heat, 
pushing up and constructing the tower-
ing mountains Mars is famous for,” Sm-
rekar added.

The HP3, built and operated by DLR 
(German Aerospace Centre), will be 
placed on the Martian surface after In-
Sight lands on November 26. 

A probe called a mole will pummel 
the ground, burying itself and dragging 
a tether behind it. Temperature sensors 
embedded in this tether will measure the 
natural internal heat of Mars.

The mole has to burrow deep enough 
to escape the wide temperature swings of 
the Martian surface. Even the spacecraft’s 
own “body heat” could affect HP3’s super-
sensitive readings, NASA said. 

The findings of the InSight mission 
will also reveal to scientists how all rocky 
planets are formed -- including Earth, 
its Moon and even planets in other solar 
systems.

NASA’s InSight will decode how 
mountains formed on Mars
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Indian athlete Jinson Johnson celebrates with the Tricolor after winning gold in Men's 1500m event at the 18th Asian Games, in Jakarta, Indonesia 
on Thursday, Aug. 30.
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Big nuggets as India’s best chase stars in Jakarta

England struggle to reach 
57 for 4 vs India at lunch 

KTC cup: Sechü Zubza takes 
on New Market in final today

Wawrinka survives, Murray sent packing from US Open 

India confident 
of ending 36-year 
Asiad gold wait in 
women's hockey  

Eight clubs to play maiden 
Dimapur Football League
Dimapur, Aug. 30 (EMN): Reg-
istration for the first edition of 
Dimapur Football League (DFL) 
is complete.  Eight clubs fulfilling 
the criteria have been selected to 
play in the league starting from 
September 14, a press release 
from the organisers informed. The 
clubs that have been selected for 
the DFL are Ekhyo FC, Chanan FC, 

United V & S, A1 Powerplay Club, 
P. Vizheto FC, Dorian's Club, Titan 
Sports and Cultural Club, and FC 
Alianza.

“The matches will be played 
every Friday and Saturday at the 
DDSC Stadium and will culminate 
on 27th October 2018,” convener 
Shiyeto Wotsa informed in the 
update. 

Southampton, Aug. 30 (PTI): 
Indian speedsters rocked the 
England top order with an 
inspiring spell as the home 
team were left reeling at 57 
for 4 at lunch on the first day 
of the fourth Test.

Jasprit Bumrah took 2 for 
21, while Ishant Sharma (1/7) 
and Hardik Pandya (1/16) 
shared the spoils as the Eng-
lish top-order looked clueless 
against a sustained lateral 
movement generated by the 
trio. At the break, Jos Buttler 
was batting on 13 not out, 
while Ben Stokes was un-
beaten on 12 runs, with the 
pair adding 21 runs for the 
fifth wicket.

This was after England 
won the toss and opted to 
bat. India fielded an un-
changed eleven from Notting-
ham, bringing an end to the 
45-match streak of constant 
chopping and changing. 

It was the first time in 39 
Tests as captain that Virat 

Kohli fielded the same team 
as the previous match.

Bumrah was handed the 
new ball and he posed prob-
lems from the very beginning.

Ke a t o n  Je n n i n g s  ( 0 ) 
shouldered arms to an ugly 
fashion to an incoming de-
livery across the stumps, and 
was adjudged leg before in the 
third over.

England should have been 
two-down in the fifth over, 
when Bumrah also trapped 
Joe Root (4), on 2, plumb 
lbw. When the on-field um-
pire didn't agree, DRS review 
showed that the bowler had 
over-stepped.

Root didn't survive for 
long though, adding only 14 
runs for the second wicket. He 
was out leg before, this time to 
Ishant, who bowled his stock 
delivery, the off-cutter.

England did lose a DRS 
review at that instance.

Even as skipper Alastair 
Cook (17) toiled on, the top-

order had no answer to this 
sustained pressure built up by 
the Indian attack. Runs came 
in a trickle, and even after the 
drinks' break, the pacers at-
tacked relentlessly.

Bumrah returned to fur-
ther peg England back as 
Jonny Bairstow (6) was caught 
behind in the 13th over, nick-
ing him off with an unplay-
able delivery outside the off 
stump.

Pandya then got rid of 
Cook, with Kohli taking a bril-
liant low catch at third slip as 
England were reduced to 36 
for 4 in the 18th over. England 
barely managed to crossed 50 
in the 20th over.

It could have made for an 
even more miserable score for 
the hosts as Buttler, on 11, had 
an under-edge off Moham-
med Shami (0-9) just ahead 
of lunch. But the ball died 
on the way to keeper Rishab 
Pant, who didn't get down 
well on time.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug 30 (EMN): Reigning 
champions of the 2nd Kohima Foot-
ball League Sechü Zubza FC will clash 
with New Market FC, runners-up of 
the previous year’s KTC cup, in the 
final match of the 2nd KTC Cup at the 
Kohima local ground on Friday from 
2:00 pm. The event is organised by the 
Kohima Town Club. 

The team manager of Sechu Zub-
za Neidilhoutuo Sechü said, "New 
Market FC is always a team to look 
out for. Though football is a team 
game, yet they have some quality 
players who on any given day, can 
turn the match to their favour with 
their individual performance." 

Asked if their previous defeat to 
New Market FC by a margin of 5-2 
would be a worry for his team, the 
SZFC manager said that his team was 
up for challenge against New Market 
in the KTC final. 

"While we defeated them (NMFC) 
in the first leg by 2-1, they came back 
strong in the second leg to beat us 
5-2. However, I am confident that 
my team will bounce back stronger 
against a side which defeated us 
badly in our last encounter."

The manager has confirmed that 
the injured players who were rested, 
are fully fit and would be available for 
Friday's final match.

"We are looking forward to play an 
exciting match against a quality side. 
Just hoping that the weather will be 
good tomorrow. 

"We feel sorry to our players who 
have to play in mud-soaked condi-

tions. Almost all the KFL matches 
were played in wet conditions where 
the players were the ones who suf-
fered most," said Sechü.

Kikrukhrielie Rutsa, the team 
manager of New Market FC said that 
his team was ready and excited to 
play the final match. 

 "The final match is a must win 
game since New Market haven't won 
any major trophy for almost half 
decade.

"It looks like a derby for both the 
two playing teams because both sides 
has huge numbers of supporters who 
come out to watch their games," the 
manager said.

Interestingly, Sechu Zubza was 
awarded for the best fan club this 
year while New Market FC also was 
awarded the best fan club the previ-
ous year in KFL-1.

The winner of the KTC cup will 
walked home with a cash prize of 
INR 30,000 and the runners-up INR 
20,000.

Major General Pradeep C Nair of 
the IGAR (N) will be the special guest 
during the closing ceremony.

The organisers have informed 
that there would be a lucky draw 
for the KTC ticket holders. The first 
lucky winner will receive INR 25, 000, 
the second INR 20, 000 and the third 
lucky winner will receive INR 15, 000. 
The five lucky consolation winners 
also pocket INR 5,000 each.

Friday's match (final)
Sechü Zubza FC Vs New Market 
FC at 2pm

New York, Aug. 30 (AFP):  Stan 
Wawrinka survived searing heat and 
a spirited Ugo Humbert to reach the 
third round of the US Open as fellow 
former champion Andy Murray's re-
turn ended in the second round.

Wawrinka, unable to defend his 
2016 Flushing Meadows title after 

undergoing two knee surgeries last 
year, said yesterday that he wasn't 
surprised at the challenge produced 
by 139th-ranked Humbert, a left-
hander who is playing his first tour-
level event this week after a dominant 
summer on the developmental Chal-
lenger circuit.

"I knew it would be a difficult 
match," said Wawrinka, who was 
pleased to find himself feeling fit after 
prevailing 7-6 (7/5) 4-6 6-3 7-5 in three 
hours and 21 minutes.

"My level is there. I'm playing re-
ally good tennis," he said.

"I'm 33 years old, first time after 

big surgery that I'm pushing myself 
that much, but I think I did enough 
hard work to know and have confi-
dence in my fitness.

"I think there is a good chance that 
I'm playing better the next round," 
added Wawrinka who faces Canadian 
Milos Raonic for a place in the last 16.

Jakarta, Aug. 30 (PTI): Having broken a 20-year-
old jinx, a confident Indian women's hockey 
team will be desperate to end a long 36-year 
wait when it takes on Japan in the gold medal 
clash of the Asian Games here tomorrow.

Last edition's bronze medallist India yes-
terday registered a hard-fought 1-0 win over 
China to enter the final of the Asian Games 
after 20 years.

The Indian women last made it to the 
summit clash of the Asian Games in Bangkok 
in 1998 and ended runners-up after losing to 
Korea. 

Having already achieved that goal, India's 
next target will be to reclaim the gold medal 
after 36 long years. 

The Indians won their only Asiad gold in 
the women's hockey way back in 1982 in New 
Delhi. Come tomorrow, they would be desper-
ate to break that jinx and add to their one gold, 
one silver and three bronze medals tally from 
nine previous appearances.

Going by world ranking and performance 
in the tournament so far, world No 9 India will 
start as favourites against 14th ranked Japan.

Like their male counterparts, the Indian 
women too have been impressive in the Games 
so far with an unbeaten record, having regis-
tered huge victories against Indonesia (8-0), 
Kazakhstan (21-0), Korea (4-1) and Thailand 
(5-0) in the pool stages before the close win over 
resilient Chinese yesterday. 

The coach is aware of the threat Japan can 
pose, but said his players are confident about 
their abilities. 

"We have played Japan in the past and we 
know that they are a strong side. They have 
played well in this tournament and deserve to 
be in the final. But I believe we have the quality 
and confidence to beat any team in the world," 
Marijne said. 

"It is important for us to stick to our game-
plan." 

At 9, the Indians are currently the highest 
ranked side in women's hockey in Asia, but 
captain Rani Rampal wants more as a gold 
here will ensure a direct berth in 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. 

Johnson clinches men's 1500 gold
Jakarta, Aug. 30 (IANS): India's Jinson Johnson 
clinched the gold in the men's 1500 metres event at 
the 2018 Asian Games here on Thursday.

Johnson clocked 3 minutes and 44.72 seconds to 
take the yellow metal. Iran's Amir Moradi took the 
silver with his season best timing of 3:45.62, while 
Bahrain's Mohammed Tiouali settled for the bronze 
with a time of 3:45.88. 

India take men's 4X400m silver
India clinched the silver medal in the men's 4X400 
metre event at the 18th Asian Games here on Thurs-
day.

The Indian quartet of Muhammed Kunhu, Dha-
run Ayyasamy, Muhammed Anas and Rajiv Arokia 
clocked a time of 3 minutes and 1.85 seconds.

Qatar created a new Asian record of 3:00.56 to win 
the gold while Japan finished the race in 3:01.94 to 
bag the bronze medal.

Seema takes bronze in women's 
discus throw
India's Seema Punia had to settle for the bronze medal 
in the women's discus throw event at the 18th Asian 
Games here on Thursday.

Seema registered a throw of 62.26 metres to ensure 
a place on the podium.

China clinched the top two positions with Chen 
Yang (65.12m) and Feng Bin (64.25m) getting gold and 
silver respectively. 

India lose to Malaysia in Asiad 
hockey semis 
India's men's hockey team failed to reach the final as 
they lost to Malaysia in a dramatic penalty shoot-out 
at the 18th Asian Games here on Thursday.

The match ended in a 2-2 stalemate in regu-
lation time, before India lost 6-7 in the penalty 
shoot-out.

On Saturday, India will take on the losing team of 
the second semi-final between Pakistan and Japan in 
the bronze medal tie.

Brar loses in judo pre-quarters
India's Harshdeep Singh Brar lost in the pre-quar-
terfinals of the men's 81 kilogram category of the 
judo competition at the 18th Asian Games here on 
Thursday.

Brar was outclassed 3-10 by Lee Seungsu of South 
Korea in a one-sided contest in the Round of 16.

Earlier, Brar thrashed Rajitha Pushpa Kumara of 
Sri Lanka 10-1 in his campaign opener.

India's Jasprit Bumrah, right, celebrates after taking the wicket of England's Keaton Jennings during 
play on the first day of the 4th cricket test match between England and India at the Ageas Bowl in 
Southampton, England, Thursday, Aug. 30

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 112 76 53 241

Japan 59 49 66 174

Republic of Korea 39 46 56 141

Indonesia 30 23 37 90

IR Iran 19 19 20 58

Uzbekistan 15 19 19 53

Chinese Taipei 14 17 24 55

India 13 21 25 59

DPR Korea 12 9 12 33

Bahrain 12 6 7 25

Kazakhstan 11 11 38 60

Thailand 9 14 36 59

Malaysia 5 11 9 25

Qatar 5 4 3 12

Vietnam 4 15 16 35

Hong Kong, China 4 13 17 34

Philippines 4 1 13 18

United Arab Emirates 3 6 4 13

Singapore 3 4 10 17

Mongolia 3 4 9 16

Kuwait 3 1 2 6

Kyrgyzstan 2 6 11 19

Jordan 2 1 8 11

Cambodia 2 0 1 3

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 1 2 3 6

Macau, China 1 2 1 4

Iraq 1 2 0 3

Lebanon 1 1 2 4

Korea 1 0 2 3

Tajikistan 0 3 0 3

Lao PDR 0 2 2 4

Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3

Nepal 0 1 0 1

Pakistan 0 0 3 3

Afghanistan 0 0 2 2

Myanmar 0 0 2 2

Syria 0 0 1 1

Total 390 390 516 1296

Medal standings

Sandeep disqualified during men's 
50km race walk
India's Sandeep Kumar was disqualified during the men's 50 
kilometre race walk at the 18th Asian Games here on Thursday.

Sandeep received three official warnings during the race 
which led to his disqualification.

Hayato Katsuki of Japan won gold with a time of four hours, 
three minutes and 30 seconds. Wang Qin of China took silver 
with a time of 4:06:48 while South Korea's Joo Hyunmyeong 
clocked 4:10:21 to bag the bronze medal.

Katsuki was trailing during the initial stages of the race be-

fore taking the lead at the 45km mark which he held till the end.

Chitra Unnikrishnan bags bronze in 
women's 1500m
India's Chitra Unnikrishnan Palakeezh bagged bronze in the 
women's 1500 metre competition at the 2018 Asian Games 
here on Thursday. 

The 23-year-old clocked 4 minutes and 12.56 seconds to 
finish the race at third place, while Bahrain secured the top 
two places as Kalkidan Befkadu and Tigist Belay clinched gold 
and silver respectively.
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