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A  man scoops water off a pool of rainwater beside what used to be a proper road. Behind him is a gradient after the entire road gave in to monsoon rains.  In the right image, youths walk past a ruined section of 
a road in Meluri subdivision of Phek district.
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Government officials examine packaged food items said to be from Myanmar. The authorities confiscated the market 
food fare in Kohima.
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Mirror Takes

Hey buddy out of curiosity, 
how many factions of 
teachers are there?"

ENtErtaiNmENt

Our Correspondent
Meluri (Phek), Aug. 29 
(EMN): Meluri subdivision 
in Phek district has been hit 
hard too by the monsoon 
with cultivators in Phor cir-
cle, Akhegwo, Lephori, and 
Meluri village being some of 
the hardest-hit. 

Ad d i t i o n a l  De p u t y 
Commissioner of Meluri, 
Rhosietho Nguori, said that 
two-thirds of the area had 
been affected. He said that 
about 500 farmers in Lep-
hori village have not been 
able to attend to their agri-
cultural activities and fields 
as four hanging bridges 
connecting to their pad-
dy field regions had been 
swept away by the Araju 
River.

The officer explained 
that the Phek district ad-
ministration has been tak-
ing stock of the situation 
and reaching out to the 
farmers in all possible ways. 
However, more assistance 
is required from the higher 
authorities of the state and 
at the earliest, Nguori said.

Nonetheless, the officer 
said, the overall situation 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 29 (EMN): The Food Safety divi-
sion of Kohima district under the chief medical 
officer’s (CMO) establishment had a major haul 
of enforcement reward on Wednesday when it 
confiscated Myanmar-made goods that appar-
ently did not comply with regulations of the Food 
Safety & Standards Act.

The seized items included 50 cartons of canned 
fish (100 cans per carton) and 40 dozen packs of 
sunflower seeds. According to the food safety of-
ficer on duty, the team had responded to a tip-off. 
They are said to have intercepted a Kohima-bound 

NST bus from Imphal of Manipur and found the 
consignment there, the information stated.

A source, an officer, said that his team also 
inspected several stores located in the southern 
areas of the town where warning notices were 
served during the month of July. The officer 
informed that several sub-standard goods from 
Myanmar were seized from one of the stores be-
tween Mohonkhola and Lerie junction in Kohima, 
as well as from the nearby T-Khel Market. Three 
such storage units were reported to have been 
sealed as the store’s owners failed to turn up dur-
ing inspection, the updates stated.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
has expressed ‘amazement’ 
at what it called the National-
ist Democratic Progressive 
Party's (NDPP) ‘lengthy press 
release with no justification 
of their mis-governance’ (sic). 
The opposition party issued 
a press release on Wednesday.

“The NPF was amazed 
to come across their lengthy 
press release with no justifica-
tion of their mis-governance 
but pointing their fingers to 
the previous NPF Govern-
ment, which speaks volumes,” 
the NPF stated. “Whenever, 
the public as well as the op-
position NPF tried to point out 
the loopholes and misdeeds of 
the government of the day and 
asks the PDA government to 
ponder upon for the welfare 
of the Naga people, the ruling 
party instead of putting efforts 
in running the affairs of the 
state according to their com-
mitment made to the public, 
always shies away and plays a 
blame game.”

The opposition claimed 
that the NPF had ruled the 
state for 15 years and “the last 4 
years have been exceptional in 
bringing peace and develop-
ment to the state.”

The NPF “did not find any 
obligation to clarify or give 
counter rejoinder to the hol-
low rejoinder of the NDPP,” the 
press release read. 

Regarding the NDPP 
“pointing their fingers back to 
NPF on VIP culture,” the NPF 

stated to have raised the issue 
“solely for the benefit of the 
public as well as for the gov-
ernment of the day to save the 
state exchequer, for the PDA 
government has been ran-
domly appointing their cham-
chas (sic) and even awarding 
their losing candidates in the 
rank of cabinet status, minis-
ter of state, advisor, chairman 
to look after various depart-
ments.” 

The opposition claimed 
further that the NDPP “should 
also realize that PDA six 
months old government is 
already marred with lots of agi-
tations by the public, civil so-
cieties, students, government 
employees should be taken 
into consideration before it is 
too late for the Government to 
survive.”

The NPF also referred to 
the Independence Day speech 
of the chief minister which the 
opposition asserted “indicates 
the poor image of the PDA gov-
ernment as many of the points 
reflected in the speech were 
misleading and visionless.”

Therefore, the press release 
read, the NDPP’s statement 
accusing the previous NPF 
government ‘time and again’ 
is “nonsensical.’ The NPF has 
asked the NDPP to be ‘more 
realistic in their approach and 
work for the people as the 
regional NPF party is in no 
mood to continue with the 
paper wars,’ as ‘people are wise 
enough to see black and white 
themselves.’

New Delhi, Aug. 29 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
said the voters have a right 
to know the antecedents of 
candidates and the Elec-

Meluri subdivision crumbles as monsoon hits two-thirds of it

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 29 (EMN): The 
agitation of the Rashtriya Mad-
hyamik Shiksha Abhiyan’s (RMSA) 
batch-2016 teachers has entered 
its third day. The teachers are boy-
cotting class protesting pending 
salary; they have not been paid 
for four months i.e., April-July, it 
was informed. The teachers are 
demanding redress for govern-
ment regulations that are said to 
have been stipulated in an office 
memorandum issued by the gov-
ernment that the RMSA’s subject 
teachers’ salary would be a fixed 
pay of INR 25,000 per month from 
2018-19.

The RMSA teachers started 
their agitation on August 27, boy-
cotting classes in their demand to 
the government to release pend-
ing salary, and that they won’t be 
accepting the new ‘guidelines’ 
issued by the government.

An office memorandum dat-
ed Aug. 17 2018 stated to be a 
“notice to contractual subject 
teacher engaged by state mission 
office, RMSA Nagaland” read that 
the ministry of Human Resource 
Development had integrated the 
erstwhile Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
and Rashtriya Madhyamik Shik-
sha Abhiyan into a single entity 
named the “Samagra Shiksha Ab-
hiyan” from 2018-19 onward.

As a policy from the merger, 
it stated that the government of 
India had issued guidelines fix-
ing the salary payable to RMSA 
subject teachers at INR 25,000 per 
month from 2018-19.

In this regard, the RMSA 
teachers were directed to submit 
their acceptance of the new salary 
scale prescribed by the Central 

government within a month’s pe-
riod from the notice being issued. 

The memorandum was issued 
through Principal Secretary Men-
ukhol John. It stated: “This OM is 
issued in pursuance of the clause 
given for condition of salary as 
indicated in the engagement order 
along with the termination clause.”

The RMSA batch’s President 
Sao Venuh talked to Eastern Mir-
ror.  Besides the ‘non-release’ 
of the salary, Venuh said, a new 
development had cropped up in 
regard to the OM that was served 
to the RMSA teachers. Despite its 
request to the department, the 
state had issued the notice seek-
ing submission of the teachers’ 
acceptance ‘through signing of 
a bond’ of the new salary pre-
scribed by the Centre within a 
month’s period from the date the 
notice was issued, Venuh said.

Terming the memorandum 
a “severe and serious issue” for 
the teachers, Venuh said that the 
“OM has threatened the teachers 
to the extent of termination of our 
services.” In such a juncture, he 
said, they had no option but to go 
for agitations. 

Asserting that the teachers 
shall not back off from the de-
mand, Venuh maintained that 
they would rather intensify the 
agitation and challenge the gov-
ernment ‘if they really care for 
the students’ and its employees. 
He added that there had been no 
response from the government 
as yet in spite of the classes being 
boycotted for three days.

The teachers will intensify 
their agitation from next week in 
the form of a ‘silent protest,’ the 
updates said.

RMSA teachers to intensify agitation
Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): The 
Dimapur Gaon Bura Associa-
tion has announced a group 
from among them who have 
been tasked to “find out the 
controversy” of 11 Diphupar GB 
in Diphupar village of Dimapur, 
accused of misusing INR INR 
1,10,50,000. The association is-
sued a press release on Wednes-
day stating to “find out the exact 
position and report the finding.” 

The association informed 
about a meeting they had on 

August 25 during which they 
decided upon said group. 

‘And after along deliberation, 
the house resolved the follow-
ing: To find out the controversy 
of 11 Diphupar GB for alleged 
misused of Rs. 1,10,50,000 and 
selected the president, general 
secretary, and president of the 
CAGBU to find out the exact 
position and report the finding 
on or before 28th August 2018,’ 
the press release stated.  

‘It also resolved to include 

one member each from the 16 
recognised tribes to the execu-
tive members besides two each 
from the eight administrative 
GB union, and the president of 
the respective GBs hoho, and 
the administrative units, to 
submit their names on or before 
15th Sept. 20I8.” 

The presidents of the eight 
administrative units are asked 
to submit the names of the GB/
village or colony on or before 
Sept. 15 2018. 

GB association to delve into fund misuse case ‘Amazed’ NPF says PDA 
statement has no justification   

Voters have right to know criminal antecedents of candidates — SC 

Street jam session in Kohima 
collects INR 28,880 for 
Kiphire  |  P10

Sharapova edges past spirited 
Schnyder at Flushing Meadows |  P11

 SC orders house arrest of 
activists till September 6 | P8

in the subdivision is slowly 
returning to normalcy after 
landslide-hit areas were 
cleared.

The administration is 
ready for any emergency, 
the administrator informed.  
He has already discussed 
matter with the Food and 
Civil Supplies department 
too if any situation—un-
derstood to be related to 
supplies—arises, the officer 

said.
As for traffic along the 

routes, the ADC said there 
is no restriction from the 
Meluri administration 
on vehicles travelling to 
Kiphire. A temporary route 
has been arranged and is 
being maintained after a 
section of highway 202 col-
lapsed completely from a 
landslide during the first 
week of August, available 

information said.
Nguori is said to have 

approached village leaders; 
they are willing to extend 
help in any way possible if 
the state government wants 
to undertake realignment 
work on the roads.

It was also learnt that 
Kashiho Sangtam, the min-
ister for Soil and Water Con-
servation and Geology and 
Mining, and a PWD chief 

engineer, had visited the 
area to assess the situation. 

ENSF appeals for help 
Elsewhere in the state, the 
eastern areas have appealed 
for continued efforts at relief 
and supply of essentials to 
the affected people there.  
The Eastern Naga students’ 
federation (ENSF) has ap-
pealed to the government of 
Nagaland to ‘continue with 

relief service’ to the eastern 
regions. The ENSF issued a 
press release on Wednesday 
stating that some of the 
districts, towns, and villages 
there were facing scarcity of 
essential commodities.

“The eastern Nagaland 
being the worst hit zone 
in the state, the situation 
still remain pathetic and 
rescue operations should 
continue to aid the totally 

cut off places from the rest 
of the state. The students 
are the most affected where 
many students have to face 
untold hardship in their 
daily activities,” the organi-
sation stated. 

Students are unable to 
return to their institutions 
due to blocked roads or 
broken bridges, and ‘sus-
pension of public services’ 
and transport vehicles, the 

group stated. The federation 
has appealed to the gov-
ernment to “provide better 
roads and infrastructures.” 
Whenever any repairs are 
done, the ENSF stated, the 
contractors and depart-
ment “will just apply a lip 
stick coating and draw all 
bills without taking people’s 
voices into consideration 
and all this are done un-
der the shelter of the politi-
cians.” 

In its appeal to the gov-
ernment to ‘rescue the peo-
ple’ of the eastern regions, 
the organisation felt that air-
lifting essential commodi-
ties especially to Kiphire and 
Tobu, and other parts of the 
areas, should continue until 
the situation normalises. 

“A bridge at river Choklo 
under Thonoknyu subdi-
vision connecting many 
villages has also been to-
tally washed away.  Thus 
the federation anticipates 
a goodwill gesture from the 
government to this call and 
we once again assure to ex-
tend our fullest cooperation 
to face the challenges,” the 
press release read.

tion Commission could be 
asked to direct political par-
ties to ensure that persons, 
facing criminal charges, do 
not contest on their tickets 
using their poll symbols.

After making these 
observations, a five-judge 
constitution bench headed 
by Chief Justice Dipak Mis-
ra reserved the judgement 
on a clutch of petitions after 
the parties including the 
poll panel and the Centre 
concluded their arguments.

The top court is dealing 
with the question whether 
a legislator facing criminal 
trial can be disqualified 
at the stage of framing of 
charges in a case. Presently, 
lawmakers are barred at the 
time of conviction. 

The bench's observa-
tion on the voters' right to 
know the candidates came 
in the backdrop of strong 
opposition from the Centre 
that the judiciary should 

not venture into the legis-
lative arena by creating a 
pre-condition which would 
adversely affect the right of 
the candidates to partici-
pate in polls.

"The intention of the 
Lordships is laudable. But 
the question is whether the 
court can do it. The answer 
is 'no'," Attorney General K 
K Venugopal, representing 
the Centre, told the bench, 
which also comprised Jus-
tices R F Nariman, A M 
Khanwilkar, D Y Chandra-
chud and Indu Malhotra.

He was responding to 
a suggestion by the bench 
that persons, facing crimi-
nal charges, would be free 
to contest, but they cannot 
do so on party ticket using 
the party election symbol.

"The voters have the 
right to know the candi-
dates. Actually, a party can 
allow a person to contest 
on its ticket. But a person 

cannot contest on its ticket 
if he discloses the criminal 
antecedent," the bench 
said, adding that this direc-
tion may be given by the 
Election Commission to the 
political parties.

"They (people facing 
criminal charges) can con-
test elections, but they will 
not contest on the party 
ticket because he has this 
kind of stigma," the bench 
said.

Referring to the con-
cept of presumption of in-
nocence until a person is 
proven guilty, Venugopal 
said depriving a person 
from contesting elections 
on a party ticket would 
amount to denial of the 
right to vote, which also in-
cluded the right to contest.

He referred to various 
judgements and said the 
expression of criminal an-
tecedent was "extremely 
vague". Moreover, "pre-

sumption of innocence 
is central to our criminal 
jurisprudence. A person 
is innocent until proven 
guilty." 

The courts will have 
to presume innocence in 
view of the fact that in 70 
per cent cases, accused are 
being acquitted, he said, 
adding that the high rate of 
acquittals could be due to 
deficiencies in the judicial 
system.

Parliament has made 
a distinction between an 
accused and a convict and 
there has been a provision 
for disqualification in the 
Representation of Peoples 
Act upon conviction of a 
lawmaker, he said.

The bench took note of 
Venugopal's submissions 
and asked his son and sen-
ior advocate Krishnan Ven-
gopal, who is representing 
a PIL petitioner, to address 
on the objections raised by 

the government.
"The arguments (of the 

Centre), if I understood 
correctly, is two folds. Going 
back from the conviction 
stage to charge framing 
stage (for disqualifying a 
lawmaker) is against the 
concept of presumption 
of innocence," Justice Nar-
iman said.

The judge also posed 
whether the court would 
not be "creating another" 
kind of disqualification by 
denying a person facing 
criminal charges to con-
test on a party ticket and 
symbol.

"Can we add or at-
tach more conditions," 
the bench asked, adding 
whether the court, express-
ing concern over rising 
population, can ask the 
poll panel to ensure that 
candidates, having more 
than two children, do not 
contest panchayat polls.

Senior advocate Meen-
akshi Arora, appearing for 
the poll panel, took a view 
which was apparently op-
posite to the Centre and 
said the recommendations 
for decriminalising politics 
were made by the Election 
Commission and the Law 
Commission way back in 
1997 and 1998, but no ac-
tion was taken on them.

She exhorted the court 
to issue the direction in 
the matter besides asking 
Parliament to make the 
suitable law.

"We cannot comment 
on Parliament," the bench 
said, while reserving the 
order. 

The bench was hearing 
the PILs filed by NGO 'Pub-
lic Interest Foundation' and 
Upadhyay.

S e n i o r  a d v o c a t e 
Krishnan Venugopal, ap-
pearing for BJP leader 
Ashwini Upadhyay, said 

the court may ask the poll 
panel to ask political parties 
not to allow tainted can-
didates to contest on their 
tickets and symbols. "Can 
the court allow a person, 
against whom charges have 
been framed, to become a 
judge. The answer is 'no'".

The principle that "Cae-
sar's wife must be above 
suspicion" should be made 
applicable in case of politi-
cians also, he said.

The bench responded 
by saying that due to this, 
it was contemplating that 
political parties be asked to 
disclose the antecedents of 
their members so that the 
electors "have the right to 
informed choice".

"We will see as to what 
we can do on disclosure," 
the bench said, adding that 
the parties may be asked to 
put the information about 
their members well in ad-
vance before the elections.

Enforcement hauls in Myanmar-made foodstuff

~ Arien



Administrative institute honours dy. director 

Teachers taught on practice of smart education

Gov. attends NRAI meet in Chennai  

Students get hands-on experience about mithun

Transport dept. to 
introduce Vahan, Sarathi 
application soon

Entrepreneurs Associates reaches out to women street vendors 

Free coaching to civil service aspirants

Pfütsero NDPP mourns 
member’s demise  

CORRECTIONS
The news headline “New Market FC and Khriekesa 
FC enter semis,” published in this daily on Aug. 29 
edition in sports page, should be read as ‘New Market 
and Vanguard FC enter semis’ and not as rendered.
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Officers and staff of ATI with Dr. Hovithal N Sothu after the programme.

Avelu Ruho addressing the women street vendors in Phek town.

PB Acharya and wife Kavita Acharya seen with other dignitaries at the annual general meet of the NRAI in 
Chennai. 

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
The officers and staff of 
Administrative Training 
Institute (ATI) on Aug. 29 
organised a felicitation 
programme to honour its 
deputy director (Trg), Dr. 
Hovithal N Sothu, who 
received the coveted Gov-
ernor’s Gold Medal on the 
occasion of the 72nd Inde-
pendence Day.

At the function, the 
staff expressed their great 
delight for the award re-
ceived in recognition of 
his exemplary dedicated 
work both as a faculty and 
a facilitator which he well 
deserves. They congratu-
lated and wished him a 
wonderful.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
Governor of Nagaland PB 
Acharya and wife Kavita 
Acharya attended the 1st 
annual general meet of 
the Nascent Research As-
sociation of India (NRAI) 
held on Aug. 25 at the SRM 
Institute of Science and 
Technology, Kattanku-
lathur, Chennai.

An update received 
here on Wednesday stated 
that the event was hosted 
by the NRAI in collabora-
tion with the Directorate 
of Student Affairs, which 

witnessed one of the most 
unique approaches to the 
concept of research, do-
ing justice to its tagline- 
“Research is formalized 
curiosity”

The association being 
the brainchild of Aviroop 
Mukherjee, one of its chief 
founding members with 
eight other co-founders 
happens to deal with a to-
tal of 12 domain- 6 each of 
scientific and no scientific 
domains and demonstrat-
ing the multidisciplinary 
nature of the association, 

it stated.
After the inauguration 

programme, the governor 
spoke about the impor-
tance of the Northeast 
Indian region, its aspects, 
and education and others. 
Acharya wished the best 
of success to the associa-
tion.

On the occasion, spe-
cial research award for re-
search and development 
of junior scientists from 
domains of biomedical, 
biotechnology and genet-
ic engineering were given.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
Keeping pace with the 
changing needs for more 
eff icient  and speedy 
service delivery and total 
transparency, the Trans-
port department is adopt-
ing the latest application 
of Vahan 4.0 and Sarathi 
4.0 for registration of ve-
hicles and issue of driving 
license along with other 
services. 

Regional transport of-
ficer, Kohima, Kenein-
gunuo Clara, said this ap-
plication is web base and 
all processes and required 
for vehicle registration 
and issue of license will 
be done in all real time 
basis. The Kohima region-
al office will be adopt-
ing this application very 
shortly, she informed. 

This application ena-
bles realisation of all the 
taxes and fees with late 
fines. For instances, as 
per Government of India, 
Ministry of Road Trans-

port & Highways notifica-
tion no. G. S. R. 1183(E) 
dated 29-12-2016, a sum 
of INR 300 per month is 
imposed for every two-
wheeler,  INR 500 per 
month for non-transport 
vehicles and INR 50 per 
day for transport vehicles 
as late fine after expiry of 
certificate of fitness. 

The transport officer 
said that the department 
has been catering pub-
lic services without any 
prejudice and is read-
ily available to do so in 
all government working 
days. 

To provide timely, 
quality, and speedy deliv-
ery of services, the office 
appealed to all the vehi-
cle owners and driving 
license holders to update 
vehicle taxes, fees and 
validate your driving li-
cense, trade certificate, 
and road permits to avoid 
fines and inconveniences 
before Oct. 31. 

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN):  
In a first of its kind in Phek 
town, Entrepreneurs As-
sociates in its effort to 
assist the women street 
vendors across the state, 
reached out to the ven-
dors in Phek. 

In partnership with 
Caring Friends India, a 
philanthropic organi-
sation and Phek Town 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (PCCI), EA 
organised a workshop on 
Aug. 29, for the women 
street vendors who are the 
“guardians of the local or 
indigenous economy” in 
Phek.

More than 300 women 
attended a day-long pro-
gramme that took on is-
sues and problems that 
vendors faced along with 
the opportunities that are 
overlooked in this trade. 

Addressing the gath-
ering of women vendors, 
many of whom came in 

from neighbouring vil-
lages, EA CEO Coordi-
nator Neichute Doulo 
encouraged the women 
to work hard and save for 
their future. 

Assuring that EA will 
make sure to contribute 
to their savings, once it 
reaches INR 10,000, Dou-
lo talked about ways to 
increase their incomes. 

Emphasising on poul-
try rearing for eggs, he 
challenged the women to 
make Phek district import 
free in the next five years.

Talking about the op-
portunities of the horti-
culture sector and bank-
ing on the blessings of 
nature, Doulo highlighted 
planting lemon trees as 
one activity that can of-
fer huge scope for earn-
ing and encouraged the 
women to grow it for ex-
port.

Additional deputy 
commissioner of Phek, 

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Munici-
pal Council (DMC) has 
informed all the Naga 
civil services aspirants 
that the Dimapur district 
administration, Com-
missionerate of Police 
Dimapur and DMC are 
collaborating to impart 
free coaching for civil 
services exams from Sep. 

15-Dec. 15. 
In-service IAS, IPS, 

IFS and NCS officers will 
be the resource persons. 

It has informed that 
after the screening proc-
ess, maximum of 20 can-
didates will be selected. 

Classes will be con-
ducted at Circuit House 
in Dimapur. Interested 
candidates, who have at 

least qualified once for 
UPSC mains exams or 
NPSC viva voce, are eligi-
ble for coaching. 

One may apply online 
or collect the form from 
the DMC office from Aug. 
30-Sep. 5 during office 
hours and submit the 
same on or before Sep. 
10 through email study-
group.dmp@gmail.com. 

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): The Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) of 
Pfütsero has expressed shock at the demise 
of Wepekhro Mero, PA to the minister for 
Planning & Co-ordination and Land Revenue, 
Neiba Kronu, who passed away on Aug. 28.

In a condolence message, the NDPP said 
that Mero was ‘a leading light of the party’ 
and an instrument in strengthening the party 
by his able leadership, liaising between the 
minister and electorates. 

In his death, the party said it has lost a reli-
able steward and the void created by his death 
would be difficult to fill.  

The party prayed the departed soul rest 
in peace.

STATE

Sasu serves seven-day 
deadline to erring teachers 

NCSU convenes meeting with 
four-lane contractors
The Nagaland Contractors & Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) 
head office Kohima has called for a joint meeting with all 
the four-lane contractors on Sep. 4 in its conference hall 
at 12 noon. All the district office bearers and bonafide 
members have been requested to attend the meeting.

NBA informs members 
In view of its golden jubilee celebration in 2019, the 
Nagaland Bar Association (NBA) has requested all its 
members to contribute in the formulation and adop-
tion of logo and motto to be used by the Golden Jubilee 
Celebration Planning Committee. It has asked the 
members to  submit their suggestions to the NBA of-
fice within two weeks. The secretary of the association 
said in a statement that an emergency general body 
meeting would be held soon after the two-week dead-
line to discuss on the adoption of the logo and motto.

NNC/FGN to observe Indo-
Naga ceasefire day 
The Naga National Council (NNC) and the Federal 
Government of Nagaland (FGN) will be observing the 
55th Indo-Naga Ceasefire Day at 10:00 am  on Sep. 6 
at Peace Camp, Chedema. The FGN has invited every-
one to attend the event.

ENCSU to hold federal 
assembly
The Eastern Nagaland College Students’ Union (ENS-
CU) has informed all affiliated union, colleges of east-
ern Nagaland and sub-unit of Kohima, Dimapur, and 
Mokokchung, that the 7th ENCSU federal assembly 
would be held on Aug. 31 at 10 am in the conference 
hall of ENSF,  Tuensang headquarters. All the presi-
dents, general secretaries along with five delegates 
from eastern colleges and two members each from 
sub-units have been asked to arrive at the venue with 
union report and agenda by Aug. 30. It has informed 
that action will be taken against the absentees. For any 
queries and assistance, contact the union dy. speaker 
at 9863875928 / 918787750374.

KDFRA get-together; election
The Kohima District Football Referees’ Association 
(KDFRA) will be organising a get-together-cum-
election for new office bearers on Sept. 1 at Khonoma 
Rupfüno building, D’Block in Kohima at 10 am. All the 
members have been requested to attend and renew 
their membership without fail. For further informa-
tion, contact 938330998 / 9856500935.

Lotha Colony Council 
convenes meeting
The Lotha Colony Council (LCC), Dimapur, has 
convened its general meeting on Aug. 31 at 9 am 
at its council hall. All the households in the colony 
have been asked to send one representative each 
for the meeting. The meeting has been convened to 
discuss various agenda pertaining to the welfare of 
the colony. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): The Seyochung 
Area Students’ Union (Sasu) has served 
seven-day deadline, starting Aug. 30, to 
those teachers who keep proxy within its 
jurisdiction. The union demanded that 
the “dishonest” teachers report for duty 
at their respective schools before the ul-
timatum expires.

The union cautioned that failure to 
do so will invite action from the SASU 
and the concerned teacher(s) will be held 
responsible for any untoward incident. 

A statement jointly appended by the 
union president K Chumseli Anar and 

general secretary Holise Sangtam, said 
that practiced of proxy teacher ‘has be-
coming like a daily culture’ which is the 
root cause of poor result.

The union stated that the Sasu had 
published several notifications in print 
media and also to the concern schools 
about proxy teachers, but the erring 
teachers did not pay heed to its plea and 
failed to perform their duty.

Meanwhile, the Sasu appealed to the 
advisor of School Education, K Tokugha 
Sukhalu to look into the matter to avoid 
unwanted situation.

Students of Shalom Public School, Chumukedima pose for a photograph during the visit to ICAR centre at Medziphema.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): Stu-
dents of UKG from Shalom 
Public School Chumukedima, 
led by its teacher Ketholeno, 
visited ICAR –NRC on Mithun 
and ICAR Nagaland Centre, 
Medziphema on Aug. 29 as 
part of their extra curricular 
activity.

An update from the centre 
stated that though Nagaland 
has 34,871 mithun (2012 cen-
sus), many children living in 
town are yet to see it in reality. 

While visiting the labora-
tories, students had an oppor-
tunity to interact with some 
scientists.

Students also witnessed 
scientific rearing of mithun 
under semi-intensive and 

intensive systems in the in-
stitute’s farm where 110 mit-

huns are maintained in a 
model farm. 

Avelu Ruho, who is also 
the administrator of the 
PCCI encouraged the 
street vendors to practice 
honesty and fair business 
dealings. She urged them 

to be polite and practice 
the habit of offering clean 
and presentable products 
to gain customers. 

Appreciating the effort 
made by EA, she asked the 

vendors to have a better 
organisd business and 
activities while leveraging 
the opportunities that are 
offered by the organisa-
tion. 

The ADC assured that 
the administration will 
try to educate citizens to 
buy from local vendors to 
facilitate their businesses.

President of the Phek 

Area Mothers’ Associa-
tion, Besuvolu Venuh, 
challenged them to pro-
mote their businesses 
while also giving impor-
tance to educating their 
children who are the fu-
ture citizens.

Reaching out to the 
women vendors and rep-
resenting the Phek Area 
Farmers Union, Presi-
dent Theputhiyi Venuh 
told the vendors to take 
their job seriously and 
put an effort to expand 
their business.

One of the initiators of 
the weekly market, Nuyi 
Hoshi advised the women 
to maintain consistent 
and appropriate pricing 
mechanisms. This, he said 
would attract more cus-
tomers not just from the 
town but from neighbour-
ing places to shop from 
the bazaars.

We l h i k h r o  M e r o, 
EATACOL branch man-

ager, highlighted the ac-
tivities undertaken by EA 
through its cooperative 
wing. He also shared the 
possibilities and oppor-
tunities with the organisa-
tion and encouraged the 
women to become mem-
bers with the organisation 
to plan for their financial 
future.

The EA said it intends 
to reach out to 1,000 
women vendors this year 
from all parts of the state 
through its project “Up-
lifting women street ven-
dors”. 

The organisation has 
so far conducted similar 
workshops with vendors 
in Pfutsero, Kohima, Di-
mapur and Mokokchung 
Towns. The initiative is 
to empower the women 
vendors by training them 
on financial manage-
ments, savings, health 
care, hygiene and even 
legal rights. 

A Better Dimapur, an initiative of the Dimapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) handing out relief items to flood affected families in Dimapur 
on Aug. 28. The team distributed relief items to affected families at 
Aokong, River Belt, LRC colony in Nuton Bosti, Niu colony in Burma 
Camp and Netaji colony.  

Helping hand

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
In a mission to develop 
smart education among 
the students and its envi-
ronment, the Can Youth 
under its project ‘Spatial’ 
organized a workshop 
for the teachers of five 
schools.

Resource person for 

the programme, Director 
Path Finder Vitono Gugu 
Haralu spoke on the top-
ics - Developing effective 
facilitating skills and un-
derstanding emotional 
needs and behavioral at-
titude of a child; Road of 
you; Loving on self; and A 
letter to yourself.

Dimapur District Edu-
cation Officer R Amongla 
Jamir shared her experi-
ence of being a teach-
er. She encouraged the 
teachers to understand 
the problem of a child, 
weaknesses, difficulties 
and needs. 

She said  teachers 

should try to be friendly, 
identify the students’ cre-
ativity, positive and nega-
tive attitude and mould 
them with constructive 
initiative.

TK Majumdar, secre-
tary of the Good Causes 
KOL, Kolkata also attend-
ed the workshop.
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Nagaland has over 24,000 PLHIV

Governor underlines important role of newspapers

Tobu students vow to weed out ‘proxy teachers’Zeme fathers camp concludes

Shokin is new CFMG chairman

State BNSS vows 
to fight corruption

Patton highlights state’s difficulties at party meeting 

State JD (U) affirms party’s principle
STATE
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other BJP leaders including Y Patton seen here during a meeting of the BJP’s chief ministers and deputy 
chief ministers, in New Delhi on August 28.

 Dr. Vinito L Chishi addressing theological students of Withee Bible 
College on Wed. Aug. 29 in Dimapur.

A truck involved in the four-lane road construction works on the National Highway 29 between Dimapur 
and Kohima. The highway is considered one of the most important transport lifelines for Nagaland. It is 
being expanded under the central ministry’s SARDP project.

The president of the NDPP’s Zunheboto region, Khehoshe H Yeptho, is seen here along with other 
members at the launch of an agriculture allied committee. The committee has 11 members representing 
seven constituencies in the district.

Seen in the picture are Dr. Chonben Ezung, GDMO of Bhandari Community Health Centre, and other 
officials during an immunisation programme on August 29. The programme was held under the aegis 
of the Nagaland Health Project.
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In service

Livelihood

Awareness

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 29: Na-
galand has an alarming 
number of people living 
with the deadly Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV). Out of the 10,79,125 
people being tested for the 
virus between April 2006 
and May 2018, 24,490 of 
them were tested positive, 
according to the statistic 
provided by Legislators’ 
Forum on AIDS (LFA) state 
consultant Dr. Vinito L 
Chishi. 

The data provided by 
LFA said 23,491 adults were 
tested HIV positive out of 
1,046,767 blood screened, 
while 999 children out of 
32,358 screened were test-
ed positive for the deadly 
virus.

Chishi spoke to theol-
ogy students of Withee 
Bible College at its one day 
programme “Advocacy 
on HIV/AIDS by LFA on 
AIDS” on Wed. Aug. 29 
at the college premises 
in Dimapur.  He stressed 
on the role of the church 
to control the spread of 
this deadly viral. “HIV/
AIDS and its theology 
were crucial because the 
theologian as members 
of the Church will play a 
greater role for the Church. 
Church platform should 
be to inform and educate 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): Naga-
land governor, PB Achraya, today 
expounded that newspapers in 
Nagaland are contributing more 
towards the development of the 
state than all the political parties.

Acharya stated this while inau-
gurating a new newspaper office 
named as ‘Nagaland Today’ at 2 
½ Mile, Dimapur, in the presence 
of government officials and media 
fraternity.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Acharya urged the media fraterni-
ty to play a pro-active role towards 
empowering the citizens. Acharya 

also called upon the fourth estate 
to empower the mass through 
dissemination of authentic report.

While commenting on the 
beautiful culture and identity 
of the Naga people, Acharya la-
mented that the people were yet 
to showcase the positive side to 
the outside world even after at-
taining 72nd years of the country’s 
independence.

Drawing his experiences from 
interactions with the mainland 
people, wherein the latter consid-
ered Nagaland to be infested with 
insurgency and not safe for habi-
tation, Acharya urged the media 

fraternity to disseminate positive 
information by dispelling wrong 
information about the region.

He urged the media in the 
state to transform wrong infor-
mation and capitalise them for 
the benefit of the people. On the 
same note, Acharya urged the 
media in the state to highlight on 
the abundant resources endowed 
by nature and explore them for 
people’s benefit.

Also stating that achievers 
should be givers, Acharya called 
upon the literate people of the 
state to empower the common 
mass and not merely waste their 

resources by going outside the 
state for employment.

While acknowledging on the 
turmoil confronting the state of 
affairs, Acharya remarked that 
“Running away from problem will 
not solve the solve the problem.” 
He has rather urged the people 
to take upon the challenge and 
transform the society.

Later, the governor inaugurat-
ed the office of ‘Nagaland Today.’

Publisher and managing di-
rector,  Yudang Ao, underlined the 
vision of the paper which accord-
ing to him stands for “freedom 
and pluralism of journalism.” 

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
Tobu area students’ union 
(Tasu) has directed all the 
teachers, who are not at 
their respective place of 
posting under Tobu area 
to either resign or make 
necessary arrangement for 
transfer within next four 
months. The union has 
issued this directive fol-
lowing a resolution passed 
by its 13 federating units 
not to entertain any more 
proxy teaching starting 
from next academic ses-
sion.

In a joint press release, 
Tasu president Sangti Kon-
yak and the general secre-
tary L Davidson Konyak 
stated that its officials had 
visited of 21 Government 
Primary Schools, 7 Gov-
ernment Middle Schools 

and 2 Government High 
Schools as part of edu-
cational tour. During the 
tour, the union observed 
that 30-35 percent of the 
teachers have kept proxy 
teachers, who mostly high 
school drop-outs. To its 
dismay, the union officials 
also observed that major-
ity of the schools could 
cover only 20-30 percent of 
the syllabus. Besides, the 
officials found shortage of 
Mathematics, Science and 
Hindi teachers in Govern-
ment High Schools. 

The union also alleged 
that headmaster of Gov-
ernment High School in 
Tobu, who joined the of-
fice in the year 2014, was 
found to have attended 
the office only once. Citing 
such instance as an in-

sult to the people of Tobu 
area, the union asked the 
department concerned to 
immediate suspend him 
and depute new head-
master at the earliest if the 
department is really seri-
ous about imparting qual-
ity education and smooth 
functioning of govern-
ment schools in remote 
area like Tobu.

The union further re-
minded all teachers, who 
are undergoing training 
with approval from the 
education department, to 
submit the approval letter 
along with all the support-
ing documents to its office 
on or before October 30 
as the union has decided 
conduct recruitment of 
substitute teachers for the 
next academic session.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
Zeme Baptist Church, Ko-
hima, (ZBCK) has organ-
ised a two-day fathers’ 
camp on August 25 and 
26 at the Jubilee Memorial 
Hall, Lerie, Kohima, on the 
theme “Building a family 
legacy” with the particpa-
tion of 92 fathers.

ZBCK has expressed 
gratitude to the resource 
persons namely Rev. Dr. 
Zelhou Keyho, NBCC gen-

eral secretary; Rev. Dr. Ra-
chulie Vihienuo, pastor of 
UBC, Kohima; and Phe-
luopfhelie Kesiezie, chair-
man of Northfield School; 
for their encouragement 
and sharing God’s mes-
sage to the participants. 

ZBCK Mipei Kangbau 
also thanked KABA for 
allowing the campers a 
comfortably stay at the 
JMC, Lerie, during the 
camp.

Kohima, Aug. 29 (EMN): Former Director General of the 
Assam Rifles (DGAR), Lt. Gen. Shokin Chauhan, has taken 
over charge of the chairman of Cease Fire Monitoring 
Group (CFMG), Nagaland, on August 29. On completion 
of the tenure of DK Pathak as the CFMG chairman, Naga-
land, on August 9, the Government of India has appointed 
Chauhan as the new chairman CFMG Nagaland with its 
headquarter in Kohima.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
Nagaland unit of Bhrasta-
char Nirmulan Sangharsh 
Samiti (anti- corruption 
organisation) has reaf-
firmed on the aims and 
objectives of the organi-
sation to fight against all 
forms of corruption.

The state BNSS has 
made this affirmation dur-
ing its meeting held in 
Kohima on August 29. The 
unit has particularly re-
solved to fight against cor-
ruption, prevent benami 
transaction and create 
awareness and training 
against all forms of cor-
ruption. The organisation 
is committed to protect 
and preserve culture and 
tradition in Indian society. 
The organisation aims at 
systematic and conscious 
reshaping of the country’s 
integration.

BNSS president R 
Sopu Angami and the 
chief organiser Kedou 
Rüpreo informed that a 
delegation of eight mem-
bers from Nagaland will 
be attending the national 
conference scheduled at 
Latur in Maharashtra on 
September 17.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): State dep-
uty chief minister and BLP leader, 
Y Patton, has appealed the govern-
ment to release funds for various 
central schemes including SPA fund 
for the state of Nagaland.

Patton made this appeal at the 
meeting of all BJP chief ministers 
and deputy chief ministers held at 
the party headquarter, 6-A, Deen-
dayal Upadhyay Marg in New Delhi 
on August 28.

While highlighting the difficul-
ties faced by the state in imple-
menting various central schemes 
in the absence of adequate funds, 
Patton expressed optimism that 
the central government would 
accede to his request. He also 

thanked the present government 
at the centre for their continued 
support and encouragements and 
further looked forward for the 
same in the days to come.

Patton also expressed gratitude 
to the prime minister for his patient 
hearing on the issues and sugges-
tions raised by the members in the 
meeting and hoped that all issues 
and suggestions will be promptly 
addressed.

The meeting was chair by na-
tional BJP president, Amit Shah, and 
addressed by the prime minister, 
Narendra Modi. 

The meeting saw the attendance 
of chief ministers and deputy chief 
ministers of the BJP ruling states in 

the country.
There was a presentation on the 

achievements of four years of BJP led 
NDA government and monitoring of 
various schemes of the state govern-
ments apart from suggestion and 
future programmes. 

The meeting reaffirmed the com-
mitment of the BJP to deliver goods 
to the people and to work harder to 
make the dreams and expectation of 
the people a reality. 

Meanwhile, as per the directive 
given by the BJP central leadership, 
the states would be organising vari-
ous social welfare programmes and 
functions on regular basis for the 
benefit the common people of their 
respective states.
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HIV SCENARIO DISTRICT WISE

 
District 

April 2006 to May 2018

Tested Positive %

Dimapur 188166 9694 5.15

Tuensang 108419 2748 2.53

Kohima 130951 3311 2.52

Kiphire 31786 570 1.79

Mokokchung 155505 1583 1.01

Peren 47425 460 0.96

Phek 49021 337 0.68

Zunheboto 63183 335 0.53

Wokha 81134 369 0.45

Longleng 27655 92 0.33

Mon 90048 200 0.22

people and act as the main 
platform because Church 
is a permanent institu-
tion,” said Chishi.  

Dimapur topped the 
list of districts with most 
HIV patients in the state 
with 9,694 (5.15%) peo-
ple being found positive 
out of the 1,88,166 tested 
for the virus, and Mon 

has the minimum HIV 
cases with just 200 (0.22%) 
out of 90,048 people test-
ed. Tuensang district is 
in the second position 
with 2,748 cases, followed 
by Kohima (3,311 cases), 
Kiphire (570), Mokokc-
hung (1,583), Peren (460), 
Phek (337) Zunheboto 
(335), and Wokha (369).

However the LFA con-
sultant said that the low 
percentage of HIV cases in 
some districts could be be-
cause of non-availability 
of proper integrated test-
ing centres. 

According to National 
AIDS Control Organisa-
tion (NACO) technical re-
port, adult HIV prevalence 
rate in the state was 0.76% 
and the general popula-
tion prevalence rate was 
0.82% (NACO HSS 2014-15 
report). Strategic Informa-
tion Management System 
(SIMS) data collected from 
April 2016 to March 2017 
has revealed that people in 
the age group of between 

24-34 has highest number 
of HIV positive cases in the 
state with 42%, followed 
by the age group between 
35-49 years with 31% and 
15-24 years with 15%. 

SIMS’ findings from 
2016-2017 said that 90% of 
HIV transmission was sex-
ual activities, 6% from par-
ent to child, 1% through 
needle and syringes, and 
3% unknown.   

A total number of 
17,301 HIV patients have 
been registered at Antiret-
roviral Therapy (ART ) 
Centre since 2004, but 
only 11,753 took up ART 
and 1,561 patients have 
died.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
State Janata Dal (United) 
today made it clear that 
the party would not, un-
der any circumstance(s), 
compromise on the is-
sue of crime, corruption 
and communalism. It has 
rather affirmed to stand 
against any authority, indi-
vidual or party harbouring 
them and to endeavour 
in keeping Nagaland free 
from those menaces.

The state JD (U) media 
cell has stated this in re-
iteration to the principle 
and ideological stand of 
its national president and 
Bihar chief minister, Nitish 
Kumar, and the stand of 
the JD (U) on 3Cs –crime, 

corruption and commu-
nalism.

State JD (U), which is 
part of the Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA) gov-
ernment in Nagaland, af-
firmed not to compromise 
on of the issue of crime, 
corruption and commu-
nalism no matter even if 
the party is in coalition or 
not. It rather decided to 
stand against any author-
ity, individual or party that 
harbours the 3Cs and also 
endeavour to keep Naga-
land free of the 3Cs.

It on this principle, JD 
(U), in its last national ex-
ecutive council meeting 
on July 8 in New Delhi, had 
opposed the proposed cit-

izenship amendment bill 
2016 which is communal 
in its intention and moreo-
ver against the sentiments 
of the people of Assam in 
general. 

The release added that 
JD (U) has a tradition of 
allowing federal regional-
ism within its partyfold 
in so far as the genuine 
interests and issues which 
are dear to the general 
and common people of 
its party state units is con-
cern. 

In the above light, the 
JD (U) has appealed to 
the people of Nagaland 
to stand in support when 
such issue is raised by the 
party in days to come.
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Death anniversary of Haipou 
Jadonang observed across Manipur

Mizoram recalls officials sent 
to conduct repatriation of Brus

Chilli Festival underway in Manipur

Manipuri militant held in Delhi

Five govt. officials arrested 
by police in Mizoram

Assam CIC asks police to expedite 
reports of land grab cases

Ducks raise oxygen level in water — Tripura CM

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 29: The 
87th death anniversary of 
Haipou Jadonang, a free-
dom fighter was observed 
at different places in Ma-
nipur, on Wednesday.

Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh at-
tended the 87th Martyr-
dom of Haipou Jadonang 
at Leishangkhong Kabui 
village in Manipur’s Im-
phal West district. Wangoi 
MLA O Lukhoi, Zelian-
grong Baudi (Assam Ma-
nipur Nagaland) Athuan 
Abonmei and others also 
attended the death an-
niversary function.                                   

Addressing the gath-
ering, Biren Singh said 
that we need mutual re-
spect, understanding, 
sharing and recognition 
among the different com-
munities so as to have 
oneness and unity in the 
state. He added that the 
government is construct-

ing an INR 40 crore worth 
Water Supply Scheme in 
Tamenglong district. 

T h e  Ra n i  Ga i d i n -
liu Women’s Market at 
Tamenglong headquar-
ters will be inaugurated in 
the last week of Septem-
ber this year.

 He also informed 
that the state cabinet 
had decided to officially 
name the JNIMS road 
as Pukhrambam Kajao 
Road and Lamphel to 
Shija Hospital Road as 
Chirai Naga Road. 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
would consider declar-
ing Aug. 29 as state holi-
day and the state cabinet 
would thoroughly discuss 
the matter in this regard, 
he added.         

On the other hand 
Manipur Deputy Chief 
Minister Yumnam Joy-
kumar Singh and Health 
Minister L Jayantakumar 
Singh led the people to 

pay floral tribute to the 
statue of the departed 
freedom fighter at the 
Haipou Jadonang me-
morial Park at Keisham-
pat in the heart of Imphal 
town.

 A two minute silence 
was also observed as a 
mark of respect to the de-
parted soul. In his speech, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Joykumar applauded the 
freedom fighter as a true 
nationalist, a reformist 
and far sighted fighter. 

He said, Jadonang was 
not only an advanced, 
multi-faceted freedom 
fighter but he was also an 
ideologist.

Sekmai MLA H Dingo, 
former minister Kh Lo-
ken, President, Zelain-
grong Union (AMN) Amu 
Kamei and leaders of vari-
ous civil society organisa-
tions and people from 
different parts of the state 

attended the anniversary 
day observation.

Most of the speakers 
in the above observations 
shared the heroic contri-
butions and movements 
made by Haipou Jadon-
ang to regain sovereignty 
from the mighty British 
Raj. His early demise at 
the age of 26 was an ir-
reparable lost to state of 
Manipur, they felt.

M e a n w h i l e  Z e l i -
angrong Union (Assam 
Manipur Nagaland), All 
Manipur United Clubs 
Organisation and United 
Committee Manipur joint-
ly submitted a memoran-
dum to the government 
urging to declare Haipou 
Jadonang death anniver-
sary day as a state holiday 
and to observe the day as 
state function. It also urged 
to expand the existing Ja-
donang Park and to con-
struct Haipou Jadonang 
Memorial Hall at the area.

Aizawl, Aug. 29 (PTI): The Mizoram 
government today decided to recall 
all the government officials sent to 
conduct the repatriation of Brus 
from six relief camps in neighbour-
ing Tripura, a senior Home depart-
ment official said.

Additional secretary in the Home 
department, Lalbiakzama told PTI 
that the decision was taken in the 
wake of majority of the inmates of 
the relief camps refusing to return 
to Mizoram and only three families 
had returned.

The officials were sent to conduct 
the repatriation of Brus from the six 
relief camps which commenced 
from August 25 and was scheduled 
to be completed by September 25, 
he said.

Of the 32,876 Brus belonging to 
5,407 families who were identified by 
Mizoram officials during November 
2016 as bonafide residents of Mizo-
ram and could be repatriated, 2,753 
people belonging to 423 families, 
majority of them from Kasakau 
relief camp, expressed willingness 
to be repatriated when officials vis-
ited them and conducted a survey 
recently.

Bru leaders in the relief camps 
had earlier expressed pessimism 
about the success of the proposed 
final repatriation as many people 
were not willing to return to Mizo-
ram and continued to make fresh 
demands.

The Centre, however, was opti-
mistic that the Bru families would 
return to Mizoram during this re-
patriation process after inking the 
agreement on July three between 
Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, chief ministers of Mizoram 
and Tripura and MBDPF chief A 
Sawibunga in Delhi.

In accordance with the agree-
ment inked on July three in Delhi, all 
the Bru refugees were to be repatri-
ated before September 30.

The agreement stipulated that 
Rs four lakh for each repatriated Bru 
family would be deposited in the 
bank account of the head of the fam-
ily which would mature after three 
years and payment of Rs 1.5 lakh as 
housing assistance.

Each repatriated Bru family 
would be given Rs 5,000 through Di-
rect Benefit Transfer every month 
and a free ration for two years.

After inking of the agreement, 
a senior official of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs said that the relief 
camps would be closed by first week 
of October and assistance doled out 
to the inmates to be discontinued 
forthwith.

Thousands of Brus had been 
lodged in the Tripura relief camps 
since late 1997 in the wake of a 
communal tension triggered by the 
brutal murder of Lalzawmliana, a 
forest guard inside the Dampa Tiger 
Reserve on October 21, 1997 by Bru 
National Liberation Front (BNLF) 
militants.

The first attempt to repatriate 
them from November 16, 2009 not 
only failed but triggered another 
wave of exodus after Bru militants 
gunned down a youth at Bungth-
uam village three days before the 
commencement of the repatriation 
process.

Though some Bru families had 
already returned to Mizoram dur-
ing a number of repatriation proc-
esses and on their own will, many 
of them continued to refuse to 
leave Tripura till date despite many 
attempts.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 29: Hathei, the 
three-day long 9th Hathei Ph-
anit (Chilli Festival) was inau-
gurated at Sirarakhong village, 
Ukhrul district on Wednesday.

The festival is organised by 
Sirarakhong Hathei Promo-
tion Committee & Sirarakhong 
Villagers under the sponsor-
ship of North Eastern Council. 
Earlier, Sirarakhong Sinao 
Long, the village women’s 
organisation organised the 
event.

Horticulture and Soil Con-
servation Minister Thounao-
jam Shyamkumar, Joint Direc-
tor Birachandra Singh, District 
Officer M Kirankumar Singh of 
Horticulture and Soil Conser-
vation, Director H Balkrisna 
Singh of Directorate of Infor-
mation and Public Relations 
attended the inaugural func-
tion of the festival. Chairman K 
Dickson of ADC Ukhrul, Head-
man V Wungkhan Zimik of 

Sirarakhong village, President 
Weapon Zimik of Tangkhul 
Naga Long, village headmen 
of different villages, villagers 
of Sirarakhong and others also 
attended the festival.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Shyamkumar said that Ma-
nipur has many communities 
and places which have differ-
ent specific specialties. Stating 
that the Sirarakhong’s Hathei 
which grows naturally is defi-
nitely a god’s gift, he said that 
the state government takes the 
festival seriously as it is aware 
of the many difficulties faced 
by the farmers/villagers and 
the speciality of the place. He 
promised that after discuss-
ing with the farmers and the 
villagers special steps will be 
taken up by the department 
to increase the production of 
the chillies.

The minister also an-
nounced INR 13.50 lakhs for 
the construction of rural mar-

ket shed and allocation of a 
4x4 vehicle for the transporta-
tion of local produces till the 
capital city after September 
this year. He advised the peo-
ple to focus and work harder 
for the production of more 
chillies.

IPR Director Balkrishna, 
Joint Director Birachandra 
and District Officer M Kiran-
kumar of horticulture de-
partment also spoke on the 
occasion.

There are seven varieties 
of chillies in the state and 
if Hathei is added than the 
number increases to a total of 
eight varieties, according to 
Birachandra.  

The official sources said 
special survey is needed to 
record regarding the produc-
tion of chillies adding that the 
areas for the cultivation of the 
chillies needs to be expanded 
as the demand is more than 
the actual supply.New Delhi, Aug. 29 (IANS): 

A member of an outlawed 
Manipuri outfit has been 
arrested here, Delhi Police 
said on Wednesday.

“ Working on spe-
cific inputs, Oinam Ibo-
chouba Singh, 45, of the 
Kangleipak Communist 
Party-People’s War Group 
(KCP-PWG), was taken 
into custody on Tuesday 
evening from south Del-
hi’s Kotla Mubarakpur,” 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Sanjeev Kumar 
Yadav said. “A resident of 
Bishnupur district of Ma-
nipur, Oinam Ibochouba 
Singh was described as a 
commander of the KCP-
PWG. He was planning to 
revive his banned outfit 
base in many places in 
India. On August 11, he is-
sued a life threat message 
to Manipur Chief Minister 

and his cabinet ministers,” 
Yadav said.

“He later made that 
message viral on various 
channels of social media 
via audio and video for-
mats as well as a hand 
written message on a letter 
head so that it could reach 
the Chief Minister,” the 
DCP said.

“He threatened the 
Chief Minister to resolve 
the disputed issue of Ma-
nipur University’s Vice 
Chancellor (VC) appoint-
ment and also resolve the 
Naga’s agreement issue 
of pillar post in the Indo-
Myanmar border area. 

“There were strikes by 
locals in Manipur over 
both the issues. He threat-
ened that if the Chief Min-
ister fails to sort out the 
issues, he would attack 
him and his cabinet minis-

ters. A case was registered 
against him in Manipur in 
this regard,” he said.

“He was earlier ar-
rested by Manipur Police 
in 2010. After his release 
from jail, he set up his ter-
ror base in Nepal for five 
years. He took the helm 
of the KCP-PWG after its 
head Ranjeet Singh was 
arrested by Delhi Police in 
January 2017,” the officer 
added. 

The SIM cards have 
lists of his accomplices, 
video and audio messages 
that were earlier used by 
the outfit for threatening 
and extorting money from 
various Manipur based 
businessmen, contrac-
tors, government officers, 
politicians and others,” 
he said.  He used to visit 
Delhi at regular intervals 
to meet his contacts. 

Aizawl, Aug. 29 (PTI): Five government 
officials including two women were ar-
rested in Mamit district for their alleged 
involvement in the burglary of their office 
on August 23 night, a senior police officer 
said today.

Superintendent of Police H L Thang-
zuala told PTI over phone that five officials 
of the Election office of Mamit district were 
arrested for their alleged involvement in 
the burglary of their office on August 23 
night when all the forms duly filled in by 
Bru people in six Tripura relief camps were 
found missing.

The SP said the police was interrogating 
the five officials at the Mamit police station.

The burglary apparently took place on 
August 23 night and the district adminis-
tration submitted FIR on the next night, 
he said.

IElection officials who conducted revi-
sion of voters’ lists in the relief camps in 
North Tripura district returned on August 
19 and began working on the genuineness 
of the claims by Brus lodged in the relief 
camps.

Guwahati, Aug. 29 (PTI): The Assam In-
formation Commission has asked the po-
lice to provide within 30 days the details 
of total number of land grabbing cases 
reported in different police stations of the 
city as such cases have been on the rise.

The commission has been receiving 
several Right to Information RTI cases, 
especially in Guwahati with allegations of 
involvement of government functionar-
ies, including those from revenue depart-
ment and police.

With a view to informing the public 
about the status of implementation of 
the Assam Land Grabbing (Prohibition) 
Act 2010, State Chief Information Com-
missioner H S Das has directed the Com-
missioner of Police, Guwahati to provide 
certain details in the police website.

The CIC directed the Commissioner 

of Police, Guwahati to provide within 30 
days suo motu, through their website the 
details of total number of land grabbing 
cases reported in different police stations 
of the city; number of police cases regis-
tered; number of cases presently under 
investigation.

The number of cases referred to the 
Special Tribunal set up for the purpose; 
number of cases disposed of by Special 
Tribunal showing the number of acquit-
tals and number of convictions since 
coming into force of the Assam Land 
Grabbing (Prohibition) Act, 2010, were 
also directed to be provided.

A government release here today said, 
“it has been informed that the Commis-
sion has decided to review action taken by 
the Commissionerate of Police, Guwahati 
again on 10th September, 2018,”

Agartala, Aug. 29 (PTI): 
Tripura Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb has 
said that the oxygen levels 
in water bodies increase 
when ducks swim in it 
which was corroborated 
by some experts.

Deb had said at a pro-
gramme at the water pal-
ace of Neermahal in Tripu-
ra’s Sepahijala district that 
when ducks swim in water 
bodies they recycle water 
and their swimming in-
creases the oxygen level in 
it. His statement made on 
Monday went viral in the 
social media.

He also said that he 
wants to distribute 50000 

ducklings among the vil-
lagers who live near Ru-
drasagar lake, where the 
water palace is situated, 
to provide an alternative 
source of income for the,.

According to Deb, at 
least Rs 6 crore could be 
generated per year by 
properly rearing the duck-
lings.

BJP spokesman in 
Tripura, Ashok Sinha 
came out in support of the 
chief minister’s claim that 
oxygen level in water bod-
ies increases when ducks 
swim in it.

“What Biplab Kumar 
Deb has said is 100 per 
cent correct. People who 

are laughing are the ones 
who should be laughed at. 
They are ignorant. Ducks 
do raise oxygen levels,” 
Sinha, who is a physician 
claimed in a Facebook 
post yesterday.

He also quoted an ob-
servation of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
of the UN in support of his 
claim. “Ducks aerate the 
water while swimming, 
thus, they are called bio-
logical aerators,” he said.

When contacted, he 
further clarified that if one 
wants to nurture water 
properly, he should rear 
ducks to enrich the eco-
system around the water 

body. The joint director of 
animal resource develop-
ment department Mano-
ranjan Sarkar too backed 
Debs statement saying 
“When duck sucks water, 
one has to understand that 
it increases oxygen level 
like an aerator does a in 
water body.” 

He further said that 
the excrete of ducks is the 
ideal food for fish and fish-
lings. When contacted, Mi-
hir Kumar Das, a scientist 
attached to Tripura State 
Pollution Control Board 
(TSPCB) too supported 
the chief minister’s view.

“The sucking system 
of a duck is very unique ... 

It functions like an aquar-
ium. When the duck sucks 
water there is water bub-
ble, due to which oxygen 
level in the waterbody is 
bound to be increased. 

Therefore, when ducks 
swim in a water body it 
increases the oxygen level 
in it”, he said.

According to him, rar-
ing ducks has another 
benefit too. “We often see 
a lake or pond is covered 
with algal bloom which 
adversely affects the wa-
ter’s eco-system. If ducks 
swim in such a water body 
the layer of algal bloom is 
borken which improves 
its eco system,” he added.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1924SUD0KU 1764
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Defensive nuclear weapon
 4. “Bon ___” = a witty remark
 7. A woman of refinement
 12. Actress ___ Farrow
 13. Turns into noun
 14. Lake in NW Russia
 15. In a way, renounces
 17. Nobel Prize (1933) physicist Paul 

_____
 18. South American wood sorrel
 19. Scottish for “To”
 21. Madame (abbrev.)
 22. Liquid body substances
 24. Russian space station
 25. Picasso’s mistress
 26. Brew
 27. Live in
 29. Some point in the air
 31. Irony
 35. A bend
 37. A waterproof raincoat made of 

rubberized fabric
 38. The Chadic language Matakam
 41. The winged goddess of the dawn 

in ancient mythology
 42. Free from gloss
 43. A fabric woven from goat and 

camel hair
 44. No seats available
 45. Journal or periodical
 46. Oil company
 48. Endurance
 52. Any of several tall tropical palms 

native to SE Asia
 53. Take in solid food
 54. Just made or created
 55. Spherical gram-positive bacteria 

occurring in pairs or chains
 56. Doctor of Dental Science
 57. The compass point that is one 

point north of due east 

 DOWN

 1. Doctors’ group
 2. Apron
 3. Declared academic 

specialty
 4. Harelike rodent of the 

pampas of Argentina
 5. A lyric poem with complex 

stanza forms
 6. Endocrine gland
 7. The most frequent value of 

a random variable
 8. Black tropical American 

cuckoo
 9. The deep vascular inner 

layer of the skin
 10. Small terrestrial lizard

 11. An official who carries a 
mace of office 

 16. Fiddler crabs
 20. Gets up
 22. ABC journalist ___ 

Donaldson
 23. ___ Lilly, drug company
 24. The combination of two or 

more companies
 25. Got together
 27. ___ de Janeiro, Brazil
 28. Former UN Secretary 

General ___ 
Hammarskjold

 30. Government computer 
language

 32. Visualize
 33. Rodent 
 34.  Shock therapy
 36. Released
 38. Female parents
 39. End prematurely
 40. Latin for “Skilled”
 42. Mayan people of SW 

Guatemala
 44. Hit with the open hand
 45. Pads
 47. Water in the solid state
 49. Small amount
 50. Horny projecting jaws of 

a bird
 51. Beard of grain
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IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 24th August 18
NOTICE

NO.M-366/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Imkongnukba Longkumer -Vrs- Martoshi Longkumer  resident of 
Darogajan Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 24.9.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Imkongnukba Longkumer
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 524
Dag No: 264|665, Area: 00B-00K-00 Ls
North: Paul, South: Khamba, East: Approach Road Dr. Kulo Kapto Tc 
Kapto, West: Rex Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5898

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 29th August 18
NOTICE

NO.M-368/18/4183-86       Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Kevisabei Angami -Vrs- Nukshiniatang resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 29.9.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Kevisabei Angami
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 752
Dag No: 831, 832, Area: 03-02-15
North: Lhoukhrietuo Melhakelie, South: Guda Mill, 
East: Temjen Imlisashi, West: Moatemsu T. Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5903

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 28th August 18
NOTICE

NO.M-363/18/4070-71   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Ayula Murry -Vrs- K. Renpio Yanthan resident of Aoyimti Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 28.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ayula Murry
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri (A.K), Patta No: 1068
Dag No: 295/1502, Area: 00B-01K- 05 Ls
North: Yelo, South: Hekikhe Sema, 
East: Ayula Murry, West: S. Phom Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5904

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSION JUDGE 
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

S/c No.138/18
NOTICE

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER 
CLAIMANT(S) FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE 
UNDER PART-1 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925. 
Whereas application under succession Act 1925 for grant of 
Succession Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late Md 
Taslim has been applied of Smti Salima Thatoon @ Salima 
Thatun, Md. Taslim R/O H. No.65, Burma Camp, Dimapur 
Nagaland for possession of: Family Pension Benefits.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 
administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased 
may if she/he so desire appear in this court on the said day of 28th 
Sept’ 2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court on this the 29th Aug’ 18.
PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSION JUDGE
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND D-5899

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR
DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 29th July 2018

NOTICE
NO.REV-12/2000-D/4167-68       /Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti. Moa Jamir S/o, Metsubo Jamir resident 
of Dimapur has reported that he/she had lost his/her Jamabandi/
patta bearing Patta No.529, Dag No.727 of Block No/Village.04, 
Area ……….. which was lost or destroyed.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections concerning to 
the said land or any should be submitted to this Court in written 
on or before 29.09.18.

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland
D-5900

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR
DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 29th July 2018
NOTICE

NO.REV-12/2000-D/4165-66      /Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Temjen Jamir S/o, M. Jamir resident of Dimapur has 
reported that he/she had lost his/her Jamabandi/patta bearing Patta 
No.330, Dag No.533 of Block No/Village.04, Area 00-02-16 which 
was lost or destroyed.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the 
said land or any should be submitted to this Court in written on or 
before 29.09.18.
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
North: Imlitemjen Ao & Sentiponger
South: Main Road, East: Sangkhanba Anar
West: Lalmati Baptist Church Building

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5901

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

N0.JUDL/SUCC/99/2018-VI                Dated Kohima, the 28th Aug, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Shri. SATOVI SEMA H/o LT. S.  HETOLI SEMA, mali, P.W.D. (Estate 
Div) Kohima. resident of New Minister’s Hill, Kohima,  has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late Wife- Pension, GPF, GIS, 
Leave Encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No. 
31040307490 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 08-07-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2768

OFFICE OF THE
     MEZOMIA MECHÜ KEHOU

Mezoma : Nagaland
CLAIM & OBJECTION

We the undersigned on behalf of the Mezomia Community do hereby state that we have undisputed 
land ownership history over 'Sirhiju'; that is Sirhima and Sirhi Angami Villages.

Since time immemorial our Forefathers namely Hieme (Thevo) and Netseyi (Thepa) from 
Mezoma came up to Sirhiju (erstwhile Mengupheju) and founded Sirhima Village and Sirhi Angami 
Village land bounded by a common and non-distorted boundaries. Therefore Sirhima (Kuki) and 
Sirhi Angami Villages land areas exclusively belongs to Mezoma Community and as such no other 
Khels, Clans and community of any other Village(s) except Mezoma can claim land ownership over 
the above mentioned two Villages land it informed. Hence Mezoma Community will object tooth 
and nail to the claim of ownership of above mentioned land area by any individual or Community 
if any.
Note: As stated above, the Mezoma Community is the sole owner of Sirhiju land by virtue of ritually 
founded the land.
            Sd/-
Kevingulie Kuotsu                          (Kezhaselie K. Kuotsu)
       President         General Secretary
                        Phone: 8787897812D-1842

Date: 29th Aug.2018

KG-2767

D-5902
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Detoxification camp in Mon concludes

99.3% of junked INR 500, INR 1,000 
notes returned to banks — RBI  

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
A month-long detoxifi-
cation camp concluded 
at Yuching village under 
Mon district on Aug. 28. 

Mission secretary 
KBBB, Toantao said it is a 
historic day for Yuching 
villagers since users of 
opium, weeds and intox-
icating substances have 
been tremendously ben-
efitted from the camp. 
He congratulated the 
village council, church 
members and students 
union for the successful 

conduct of the camp.
President Yuching 

Students’ Union Pon-
wang, in his closing re-
mark appreciated KBBB, 
churches, village council 
and different organiza-
tions for the logistic sup-
port. He also thanked 
all the stakeholders and 
individuals for helping 
financially, materially, 
morally and also prayer 
support.

Short speeches were 
delivered by Nyam-
toAngh and Athom from 

GS Gospel Outreach 
Ministry, Mon while Rev. 
Tapha, touring evange-
list offered prayer for cli-
ents.

More than 50 camp-
ers participated in the 
camp which started 
from July 28. The detoxi-
fication camp was jointly 
organised by Yuching 
Students Union, Gospel 
Outreach Ministry and 
KBBB and sponsored by 
Yuching Students Un-
ion and Village Council 
Yuching.

Charis High Academy 
wins Intach quiz contest

Dimapur Hindu community visits Vaishno Devi Temple  

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
The Nagaland chapter of 
the Indian National Trust 
for Art and Cultural Her-
itage (Intach) has con-
ducted the fifth edition of 
the Intach Heritage Quiz 
Competition for schools 
at the Don Bosco Insti-
tute for Development 
Learning (DBIdl) on Au-
gust 28.

A press release from 
the organisation stated 
that over 60 students 
from various schools in 
Dimapur participated in 
the competition. 

After two series of 
competitions held on 
written and oral rounds, 
it stated that the team 
of Amunu Assumi and 
Onukunu Luho from 

Charis High Academy, 
Chumukedima, emerged 
as winners of the Intach 
Heritage Quiz Competi-
tion 2018. It added that 
the winning team would 
further proceed to the na-
tional round in New Delhi 
later in the year to repre-
sent the state in the na-
tional finals organised by 
the INTACH, New Delhi.

Dimapur, Aug. 
29 (EMN): More 
than 90 people be-
longing to Hindu 
community of Di-
mapur went on 
a ten-day trip to 
Vaishno Devi tem-
ple, Jammu. The 
trip was organized 
by Kaushik Day of 
Voyages Travel. 

The managing 
director of the Voy-
ages Travel opined 
that pilgrimage 
is part many reli-
gions of the world 
where humanity 
seeks answers to 
questions to fulfil 
a ritual obligation 
and perform an act 
of devotion or im-
plore grace. 

BUSINESS / STATE

Winners and participants of the Intach heritage quiz competition pose for a group photo after the 
programme on August 28.

Mumbai, Aug. 29 (PTI): Almost 
all the 500 and 1,000 currency 
notes that were made illegal in 
November 2016 have returned 
to the banking system, the RBI 
said today, prompting the oppo-
sition to question the efficacy of 
demonetisation in curbing black 
money.

Banks received INR 15.31 lakh 
crore, or 99.3 per cent, of the INR 
15.41 lakh crore worth INR 500 
and INR 1,000 notes in circula-
tion on November 8, 2016, when 
the note ban was announced, it 
said.

This meant just INR 10,720 
crore of the junked currency did 
not return to the banking sys-
tem as against initial estimates of 
about INR 3 lakh crore would not 
return to the system as they may 
have been stashed away illegally 
to avoid tax.

After the November 8, 2016, 
decision, the government gave 
a limited period window to fi-
INRt exchange any old currency 
in possession and then deposit 
them in bank accounts. 

Also the junked currency was 
allowed to be used in utilities like 
for buying petrol and diesel at 
petrol pumps and paying for hos-
pital and electricity bills as well as 
bus fare on state road transport 
buses. 

The currency returned is a 
combination of deposits made 
in banks, notes exchanged and 
those used to pay utility bills.

Post-demonetisation, RBI 
spent INR 7,965 crore in 2016-17 
(July 2016 to June 2017) on print-
ing new INR 500 and INR 2,000 
and other denomination notes, 
and another INR 4,912 crore in 
2017-18, according to Reserve 
Bank of India’s annual report for 
2017-18.

The printing of new currency 
notes reduced RBI’s profit and cut 
annual dividend. It transferred 
INR 50,000 crore to the govern-
ment in the year to June 30, 2018, 
as compared to INR 30,659 crore 
in the 12 months.

RBI, whose accounting year 
runs from July to June, had spent 
INR 3,421 crore on printing cur-
rency notes in 2015-16.

Former Finance Minister 
and senior Congress leader P 
Chidambaram was quick to 
pounce on the data to attack the 
government saying every rupee 
barring a small sum has come 
back to RBI.

“Remember who had said that 
INR 3 lakh crore will not come 
back and that will be a gain for the 
government!?,” he tweeted.

He said he suspected that the 
bulk of the currency not returned 
may be lying in Nepal and Bhu-
tan, where Indian currency is 
acceptable, and some that may 
have been lost or destroyed.

Stating that the country paid 
a huge price for demonetisation, 
he said, “Indian economy lost 
1.5 per cent of GDP in terms of 

growth. That alone was a loss of 
INR 2.25 lakh crore a year.” 

“Over 100 lives were lost. 15 
crore daily wage earneINR lost 
their livelihood for several weeks. 
Thousands of SME units were 
shut down. Lakhs of jobs were de-
stroyed,” he said in another tweet.

The government has vehe-
mently defended the note ban 
decision, which sucked out 86 
per cent of the currency in circu-
lation, curbed economic activity 
and put common man at much 
inconvenience, saying the move 
was not intended to confiscate 
money but to bring it into formal 
channels and tax them.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), which has taken over two 
yeaINR to count the currency that 
was returned in the limited peri-
od window provided by the gov-
ernment to exchange or deposit 
the demonetised currency, said in 
its Annual Report for 2017-18 that 
the exercise is finally over.

After the note ban, old junked 
notes, called specified bank notes 
(SBNs), were allowed to be de-
posited in banks with unusual 
deposits coming under income 
tax scrutiny.

The “humungous task of 
processing and verification of 
specified bank notes (SBNs) was 
successfully achieved,” it said.

The SBNs received were veri-
fied, counted and processed in 
the sophisticated high speed cur-
rency verification and processing 

system (CVPS) for accuracy and 
genuineness and then shredded, 
it added.

RBI said the processing of 
SBNs has since been completed. 
“The total SBNs returned from 
circulation is INR 15,310.73 bil-
lion.” 

A collateral damage as a result 
of the rise in printing and other 
cost was dividend RBI pays to the 
government.

The government replaced old 
INR 500 notes with new ones, 
but no replacement for INR 1,000 
notes have been made. Instead, a 
new INR 2,000 notes were intro-
duced post note ban.

The demonetisation was 
hailed as a step that would curb 
black money, corruption and 
check counterfeit currency but 
RBI said, “Counterfeit notes de-
tected in SBNs decreased by 59.7 
and 59.6 per cent in the denomi-
nations of INR 500 and INR 1,000, 
respectively.” 

“Compared to the previous 
year, there was an increase of 35 
per cent in counterfeit notes de-
tected in the denomination of 
INR 100, while there was a notice-
able increase of 154.3 per cent in 
counterfeit notes detected in the 
denomination of INR 50,” RBI 
said adding that counterfeit notes 
detected in the new INR 500 and 
INR 2,000 notes during 2017-18 
were 9,892 and 17,929 as against 
199 and 638, respectively, during 
the previous year.

Tuensang 
holds 
special 
DPDB 
meeting
Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
The Tuensang district 
planning and develop-
ment board (DPDB) 
held a special meeting 
in the deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall 
under the chairmanship 
of the board vice chair-
man DPDB, L Jamithung 
Lotha, on Aug. 28. 

The board discussed 
on the LADP scheme 
2018-19 for common 
pool and five assem-
bly constituencies of 51 
Noksen AC, 52 Longkhim 
- Chare AC, 53 Tuensang 
Sadar 1 AC, 54 Tuen-
sang Sadar 11 AC, and 
Shamator - Chessore AC 
amounting to INR 493.75 
Lakh. 

The board also 
agreed and recom-
mended for taking over 
of Shamator College by 
the government and for-
warded the case to the 
concerned department 
for consideration. Fur-
ther, it recommended 
reconstruction of ros-
trum and renovation of 
parade ground gallery in 
Tuensang. 

Meanwhile, the 
house welcomed new 
member and addi-
tional deputy commis-
sioner (ADC), Shamator, 
Thankonsen Tsanglao.

Hindu community of Dimapur pose for lens outside Vaishno Devi temple in Jammu.
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India’s Increasing 
NPA: Poor Banks 
or Poor Banking?

A 
lot of things are being said about underperform-
ing bank assets. While the government is blam-
ing the United Progressive Alliance’s regime for 
the rise of NPA (non-performing assets), the op-

position charges the Centre of being hand-in-glove with 
defaulters. Amid the charge and countercharge, the truth 
about the rise of NPA is not being discussed at all. 

In 1969, the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi an-
nounced her decision to nationalise 14 private banks. To 
explain the basic reason for such a drastic change in the 
banking system of the country, she categorically stated 
that the banks were run by the rich for the rich; they never 
cared for the poor. Her government, she claimed, would 
see that the nationalised banks help the downtrodden; 
entrepreneurs without financial backing; farmers who 
depend on rural money lenders to farm at exorbitant in-
terests. She assured her countrymen that banks would 
be run to alleviate poverty of the masses and not to help 
capitalists hoard on their ever-burgeoning wealth.

When Mrs. Gandhi returned to power in 1980, the then 
Finance Minister Janardhan Pujari started, of course with 
her permission, an unheard-of money disbursement sys-
tem among the rural poor through “loan melas.”  It con-
tinued for about two years. In 1982, she brought in Pranab 
Mukherji to the Finance ministry through a Cabinet re-
shuffle to salvage banks from bankruptcy, and saved them 
by adopting stern measures and rigorous fiscal discipline. 

Soon again though, successive governments—be it 
the Congress’ or the BJP’s, or coalitions—resorted to loan 
waiver schemes to win elections knowing well that the 
loans were given by banks at the instance of the govern-
ment. This weakened the base of the PSU banks further, 
which by the new millennium had reached almost a dou-
ble figure of the initial number of nationalised banks.

These banks, currently 28 of them, are moribund now 
thanks to government-appointed managers who gave 
loans in the lakh and crore to so-called big industrialists 
not against collaterals, but against orders issued by the 
government for either power projects or road building 
projects. In certain cases, the bank managers lent thou-
sands of crore without checking the antecedents of the 
persons in concern, almost all of whom were high-flying 
industrial tycoons. It is no more a secret that such Hima-
layan loans were the outcome of an unholy nexus of poli-
ticians, bureaucrats, and top PSU banks’ brass. 

Corruption is a contagion disease. Even a private bank 
such as the ICICI is in great trouble. The reason is simple. 
The cricket field can be drawn as an allegory to the case—
clash of interest. The MD of ICICI, Chhanda Kochar, has 
had to step down to facilitate a probe. Until the result of 
the probe, she won’t return to her chair. This bank is in a 
shaky condition now. This is the net effect of nationalisa-
tion carried out by Mrs. Gandhi half a century before—
pauperisation of our banks.

Tuhina Joshi and Pushan Dwivedi | thewire.in

Paomintang

Hearing and obeying Jesus gives our lives 
a strong foundation.

After living in their house for several years, my 
friends realized that their living room was sink-
ing—cracks appeared on the walls and a window 
would no longer open. They learned that this room 

had been added without a foundation. Rectifying the shoddy 
workmanship would mean months of work as builders laid 
a new foundation.

They had the work done, and when I visited them after-
wards, I couldn’t see much difference (although the cracks 
were gone and now the window opened). But I understood 
that a solid foundation matters.

This is true in our lives as well.
Jesus shared a parable about wise and foolish builders 

to illustrate the folly of not listening to Him (Luke 6:46–49). 
Those who hear and obey His words are like the person who 
builds a house on a firm foundation, unlike those who hear 
but ignore His words. Jesus assured His listeners that when 
the storms come, their house would stand. Their faith would 
not be shaken.

We can find peace knowing that as we listen to and obey 
Jesus, He forms a strong foundation for our lives. We can 
strengthen our love for Him through reading the Bible, pray-
ing, and learning from other Christians. Then when we face 
the torrents of rain lashing against us—whether betrayal, 
pain, or disappointment—we can trust that our foundation 
is solid. Our Savior will provide the support we need.

Lord God, I want to build my house on a rock. Help me 
to know that my solid foundation rests in You, with Your 

Word giving me wisdom and strength.

Mr.Temjen and Vajpayee’s Ashes

The Inner Line, its Permit and the Boundary

Sir, 
The protests by Wokha and Mokokchung religious 

leaders against the immersion of ashes of Late Prime 
Minister of India (A.B.Vajpayee) attracted our atten-
tion and we would like to express our views on this.

True, Nagaland is for Christ and the vast majority 
here are Christians. But can we stop the death related 
rituals of people belonging to other faiths? Or should 
we? If such rituals for a Hindu or a Muslim from Naga-
land can be allowed in Nagaland, why not that of Vaj-
payee, the first Prime Minister of India who had fully 
understood the pains of Nagaland?

When a Hindu Temple or a Muslim Mosque is con-
structed in Nagaland and wherefrom the land is com-

ing? From outside? Is is not a fact that these lands are 
purchased from Nagas only? Or, selling land for non-
christian worship places is not against our faith but 
immersion of ashes of a National leader in our river is 
a threat to our faith? We fail to understand this logic. 
Water of a river flows down and down to the ocean 
while the worship places stands permanently on our 
soil. Why this double standard?

Or if it was Mr.Temjen the target, we think he has 
got his freedom to associate himself as President of 
State Unit of his party to show the last respect to the 
departed icon of the party. We don’t think he violated 
any Christian norm by being present on the occasion 
and we don’t think he was allowed to take part in the 

rituals. Only Hindus can perform such rituals. Non-
Hindus cannot. Just like our Christian faith.

We have very close non-christian friends. If they 
die in Nagaland and if we too be present on their last 
rites will we be blamed too? We wonder.

Christianity is much more broad minded and Je-
sus saves all, not only the Christians but also everyone 
else who needs to be saved.

We do not know much about comparative theol-
ogy. We only know that Christ is broad enough to ac-
commodate everyone.

Let truth prevail. Ignorance may not be always a 
bliss. 

Hutoi Chophy 

V
arious publication appearing in local Media 
demanding stricter imposition of ILP all over 
and extending the same to cover Dilai Gate 
et al goes to imply that the imaginary “Inner 

Line” can become the boundary between Assam and 
Nagaland without realizing that this is exactly the de-
mand of the Government of Assam.

Many Nagas appears to be oblivious of the fact 
of the ongoing litigation process on the Writ Peti-
tion filed by the Government of Assam in 1988  in the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court demanding the “Inner Line”, 
in particular the 1925 Notification of the British Gov-
ernment to be the boundary between the two States.

To talk of Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation of 
1873 (BEFR) vis-à-vis the ILP has nothing to do with 
the regular District Administrative jurisdiction of 
border areas. It is merely to prohibit the Naga “Land 
Lords” to cross over to the then Revenue District of 
British Administration in Assam with arms to collect 
“Khat” money because the appearance of the Nagas in 
full war gears or traditional attires causes exodus of la-
bors. From Ahom Kingdom probably by 16th. Century 
onward, there were more than 50 Naga “Khats”. These 
areas were under the suzerainty of many chieftains of 
various Naga tribes. Even though Naga people do not 
directly cultivate in these areas, the lands under such 
areas were under their control. When the British ad-
ministration started to usurp these areas and started 
to issue land grants on lease to new prospectors, Na-
gas objected and in many areas, raids were frequently 
conducted against the laborers mostly the nascent tea 
industries in those days. Therefore the British Admin-
istration recognized such arrangement between the 
Ahom Rajas and Naga chieftains and allowed to pay 
“Khat” money to Naga people. The “Khat” money was 
paid by the Government of Assam till 1962 and the last 
“Khat” money distributed by the Government of Na-
galand was upto 1968 on the instruction of the Gov-
ernment of India. There were as many as 23 ‘Khats’ 
that were being paid money according to the letter 
written by Shri SC Deb, the then Commissioner, Na-
galand to Chief Secretary to the Government of Naga-
land on 14th July 1972.

Therefore without full understanding of the histo-
ry of the ILP and demanding the same to be imposed 
at this stage to Dimapur district will be extraneous to 
the Naga issue. It should be noted by all concerned 
that once the boundary is demarcated, the ILP will be 
extended accordingly as per Article 371 A of the Con-
stitution of India.

The history of BEFR of 1873 has to be understood 
very clearly before we jump into ILP issue. Accord-
ing to the historical record of Ahom Kingdom called 
“Buranji”, it was during the reign of Raja Pratap Singh 
whose Ahom name was Susanpha who was also called 

Bura Raja by his citizens because of his wisdom. He 
ruled Ahom Kingdom from 1601 to 1640 AD. During 
his reign, he found out that the “Pykes” or cultivators 
of the land who constitute the Ahom army men slow-
ly left their fields and homes in the Ahom kingdom 
for fear of Tibetan subjects from present Arunachal 
Pradesh and Naga raids in the northern Naga Hill are-
as destroying their “khetis” and also demanding yearly 
taxes. To overcome this problem, he entered into un-
derstanding with the tribal Chiefs and demarcated the 
foot hill areas into various “Dhars”, the trading points. 
And to facilitate the tribals to buy their essentials, he 
set up markets in every ‘Dhar’ and designated officials 
who will hand over their Dhar money to them every 
year. It was found to be very successful and his “Pykes” 
returned to their usual places.

Having succeeded in the Arunachal side, he turned 
his attention to the Naga raids into the plain sector of 
his Kingdom. Here he made understanding with vari-
ous Naga Chiefs and demarcated a boundary by con-
structing a “Bund”, an uplifted mound of earth called 
“Ladaigarh”. The Nagas were not allowed to cross this 
boundary. They were to collect their “Khat” money 
from the designated officials called “Katokies” and 
thereby avoid any confrontations with the “Pykes” 
who cultivated only within Ahom territories and not 
across the “Ladaigarh”.

“Ladaigarh” was extended towards the south by 
another “Bund” called “Dhodar Ali” upto the conjunc-
tion of Doyang and Dhansiri and from there through a 
stream to Koliani river to its source. And from Koliani, 
a line from headland to headland to the conjunction of 
river Jamuna with Kopili forming a trijunction of Kha-
si and Jaintia Hills, Nowgong District and Naga Hills 
District. The boundary of the Naga Hills continue its 
south-west following Kopili river to its conjunction with 
Dhansiri river. Rest of the south and eastern boundary 
remain unexplored and unsurveyed even now.

This demarcated boundary originally formed the 
“Inner Line” which was from time to time extended 
towards the hill for the economic convenience of the 
British traders. Finally after the establishments of the 
tea gardens and railways, the entire areas beyond the 
imaginary “Inner Line” were transferred to the British 
Eastern Frontier of Assam Province who assumed the 
rights of the land lord leaving the rest of the Naga Hills 
unexplored. This is the historical background of the 
“Inner Line” and its permit.

BEFR of 1873 was just a regulation and not an Act of 
law. Based on this regulation the so called ‘Inner Line’ 
was first notified in 1876, 1884, 1910 and lastly in 1925 
so as to draw an imaginary line of British administra-
tive control over the illegal occupation and usurpation 
of Naga areas for its lucrative economic consideration. 
In the Government of Inida Act, 1915, this regulation 

was made to continue in the Assam Frontiers how-
ever, the Government of India Act, 1935, most of the 
NEFA areas including the Naga traditional and ances-
tral lands were excluded thereby BEFR and any other 
Acts which were imposed in erstwhile Naga Hills Dis-
trict were made irrelevant till the 16 Point Agreement 
wherein the Point No. 16, the BEFR was made to be 
continued in Nagaland.The sole idea of mentioning 
Inner Line of 1925 is merely to indicate the up grada-
tion of NHTA to a full fledged state and never it’s final 
boundary. We therefore strongly urge the Government 
of Nagaland to take appropriate legislative steps to ask 
the Government of India to stop Government of As-
sam to stop sending immigrants into the Naga territo-
ries without finalizing the boundary.

Also, we have to remind ourselves that this being 
the case, we should have no doubt that the Nagas 
have never agreed to such an imaginary line to be a 
boundary of the State of Nagaland. This was pointed 
out in 1929 Memorandum to Simon Commission re-
fusing to come under the teaming millions of India 
who have never conquered the Nagas and for which it 
was clearly put into a written Agreement to return all 
Naga territories in the famous 9 Point Agreement to be 
the precondition to joining India Union. This was re-
iterated in the 16 Point Agreement on which basis the 
Sate of Nagaland was created. But the Government of 
India continues to fail its commitment and attempt-
ing to hoodwink the simple Nagas to accept monetary 
benefit in place of our traditional, historical and in-
herent rights over our own land and inhabited areas 
by surreptitiously pushing the immigrants of doubtful 
origins and landless people to settle in Naga lands.

Therefore the aftermath of the repercussion of 
NRC of Assam, it is an opportune moment for the 
Government of Nagaland to redirect its attention on 
the serious issue and prioritize its attention and take 
up the boundary issue in its rightful perspective so 
that the wrongful history of the Naga people can be 
righted for posterity.

In this regard, the UNTABA on behalf of the sensi-
ble Naga people had submitted a practical draft pro-
posal of Resolution to be adopted in the August House 
of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly demanding the 
Government of India to immediately implement its 
political commitments made in the 16 Point Agree-
ment, in particular, Points No. 1, 12 an 13 among oth-
ers so as to settle the inter State boundary between As-
sam and Nagaland in its rightful perspective.

While fervently appealing the Government of Na-
galand to do the right thing, we solicit the Naga people 
irrespective of different political affiliations or social 
obligations to come forward in our common pursu-
ance for better tomorrow.

Hukavi T Yeputhomi
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The House on the Rock

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 6:46–49    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

When a flood came, the torrent struck that house 
but could not shake it, because it was well built.

~   Luke 6:48

Why India’s Draft Data Protection Bill 
Cannot Solve the Problems of the DNA Bill

National Integration Tour : A Student’s Perspective

F
ollowing close on the heels of the release of the 
draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018 (PDP 
Bill) release, is the proposed DNA Technol-
ogy (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018 

(DNA Bill), which was introduced in parliament this 
monsoon session. This DNA Bill is the latest in a series 
that originated as the “DNA Profiling Bill” in 2007. Since 
then, the proposed law has gone through multiple it-
erations – with each version raising privacy concerns, 
such as the lack of adequate standards for consent, no-
tice, retention and security of data.

Chief amongst these privacy concerns is the fact 
that each of these iterations seems to grant near-
sweeping powers to the state for the collection of DNA 
samples, with very few safeguards to protect citizens.

Unfortunately, the present DNA Bill does little to 
address these concerns. For instance, the Bill allows the 
state, through its law enforcement agencies, to collect 
“intimate bodily substances” from citizens with very 
questionable standards to protect their privacy. The 
consent mechanism under the DNA Bill appears to be 
entirely superficial. While it requires citizens to consent 
to the collection of their bodily substances, it does not 
define the term “consent” and provides no safeguards 
against forcibly obtained, unclear or uninformed con-
sent. Further, even this low standard for consent is 
not considered paramount under the DNA Bill since 

a citizen’s refusal to give their consent to collection of 
their DNA can be overridden by a magistrate’s orders. 
To make matters worse, there is no provision for notice 
under the DNA Bill, meaning that requests for acquir-
ing a citizen’s consent for collection of DNA are not re-
quired to adequately inform citizens of the purposes 
for the collection of their DNA, the uses that it could 
be put to or of the consequences of such collection for 
them.

The shortcomings under the Bill pose a serious 
threat to the right to privacy, which was recognised as 
a fundamental right by the Supreme Court in Puttas-
wamy vs Union of India.  The court in its seminal ruling 
had mandated a comprehensive data protection law to 
give effect to the constitutional right to privacy. Subse-
quently, the Committee of Experts on Data Protection 
(“Srikrishna Committee”) came out with the PDP Bill to 
provide an overarching statutory framework to enable 
the fundamental right to privacy through mandatory 
data protection norms.

However, privacy violations under the DNA Bill 
cannot be addressed under the PDP Bill since section 
43 of the PDP Bill exempts laws involving the investiga-
tion and prosecution of offences from compliance with 
its strict data protection safeguards. This section exem-
plifies one of the core criticisms against the PDP Bill, 
which is that it provides substantial leeway to process-
ing of personal data by government agencies. In doing 
so, it skews the state-citizen relationship by granting 
the government with exemplary powers over citizens. 

Such powers are liable to be abused for impermissible 
surveillance of citizens by the state.

Fortunately, despite being exempt from the over-
arching statutory framework under the PDP Bill, the 
DNA Bill will still have to satisfy the constitutional 
three-part test of legality, necessity and proportional-
ity as prescribed in Puttaswamy v. Union of India. The 
DNA Bill will satisfy the test of legality if it is passed by 
the parliament, as legality includes authorisation by 
the parliament through a valid law.

However, the provisions under the Bill will have to 
establish necessity, meaning that the law must be nec-
essary for fulfilling a legitimate state purpose and pro-
portionality of the proposed measures in order to pass 
constitutional muster. The Supreme Court has not yet 
prescribed any standards for necessity and proportion-
ality in context of the fundamental right to privacy since 
Puttaswamy. Therefore, it is difficult to conclude if the 
DNA Bill will satisfy the tests of necessity and propor-
tionality, respectively. Going forward, any ruling on the 
necessity and proportionality of the proposed meas-
ures under the DNA Bill may also reflect the judicial 
stand on dilution of data privacy standards for govern-
ment agencies. One can only hope that Indian courts 
will continue the tradition of progressive interpretation 
to right of privacy as established in Puttaswamy.  

Tuhina Joshi and Pushan Dwivedi are policy 
associates at TRA Law,  an award-winning policy and 

law firm focused on emerging technologies.

I
t was an unique experience of a life-
time to participate in the National 
Integration Tour organized by the 
Assam Rifles to Guwahati  and Shil-

long.  I was very fortunate to be selected 
for this amazing experience alongwith 
17 other students from my district.

During the seven days tour, we had 
the opportunity to visit some excel-
lent places which we had never been to 
earlier.  We started on 5th August from 
Dimapur Railway Station and arrived 
in Guwahati the next morning.  At Gu-

wahati, we stayed at the Assam Rifles 
Transit Camp which was very comfort-
able.  On that day, we visited the science 
museum which had a butterfly corner, 
a large aquarium, 3D science movies 
and a pre-historic park.    It was an out of 
the world experience which me and my 
friends will remember for a very long 
time.  We also visited the large Pantaloon 
Mall in the city and had a sumptuous 
lunch at Barbeque Nation restaurant.  
The next day, we went for a memorable 
tour of the Assam Zoo  and proceeded 
to Shillong in the evening.  After a sound 
sleep at the Holiday Home of the Assam 

Rifles, we started the next day with an 
interaction with Shri Ganga Prasad, The 
Governor of Meghalaya.  The meeting 
with the Governor was followed by an 
excellent lunch at the Raj Bhawan.  The 
rest of the day was spent in sight seeing 
and we visited the Elephant Falls, Seven 
Sisters Falls and the Nonshunigty Falls 
all of which were breathtakingly beauti-
ful.

On 10 August, we spent the day at 
the Assam Rifles complex where we 
were spellbound by a fantastic display.  
We also visited the historic Assam Ri-
fles Museum which tells the story of the 

birth and evolution of the oldest Para-
military force of our nation.  

On 11 August, we returned back to 
Dimapur with lots of wonderful memo-
ries and experiences.  I think that this 
tour was a once in a lifetime opportuni-
ty for me to visit some beautiful places 
of great significance.  We were exposed 
to different cultures and to experience 
which will help us in looking beyond 
our village and our school.  I shall al-
ways remain grateful to the Assam Rifles 
for this awesome opportunity and every 
student must try and be a part of an In-
tegration Tour to other parts of India.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Peace reigns in 
the home today. Members of your house-
hold could communicate with each other 
almost telepathically, Aries. You might find it 

strange, but it shouldn’t be surprising. After all, they’ve 
been living together for a while! It’s good for peace in 
the home. They can sense and avoid whatever irritates 
someone else. That should give you some welcome 
breathing space.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You could at-
tend a social event today, Taurus, but you 
won’t feel like talking. You could be content 
just to listen to what everyone else says, feel 

at peace, and enjoy the warmth, music, and company. 
You may have been spending too much time at home 
and could well need to get out for a while. Relax, sit 
back in your chair, and enjoy yourself!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Someone, per-
haps a close friend or partner, could present 
you with a small gift today, Gemini, possibly 
a book. There might not be any special occa-

sion other than your friend thought you’d enjoy it. This 
can bring up warm and affectionate feelings. You’ll 
want to spend a considerable amount of time with this 
person. You may think it’s rare to find someone so sen-
sitive and kind.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your intuition 
should be keener than usual today, Cancer, 
but right now you’re apt to be more inter-
ested in historical figures, perhaps people 

associated with spiritual disciplines. Books on these 
subjects could not only be interesting but also infor-
mative. Insights you gain from reading about these 
people help increase your understanding of the pres-
ent. Keep reading!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Happiness reigns in 
the home, Leo, as everyone seems to have 
reached a new understanding of one an-
other. You could also experience a new sense 

of peace and quiet. Everyone is concentrating more 
on reading and working on their own projects and less 
on socializing. This could be a wonderful time for you. 
You’re getting along with your family and the house is a 
peaceful haven. Enjoy!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you might 
attend a group event of some kind in your 
neighborhood, Virgo, possibly in the com-
pany of a partner. You and your friend might 

take an active part in discussing goals for the group. You 
feel strongly bonded to everyone - your partner, fel-
low group members, even the community. It’s a warm, 
fuzzy feeling that could stay with you all evening.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Circumstances 
are changing regarding your professional 
goals, Libra. You may have been thinking 
about a change for a long time, but someone 

you meet today, perhaps in a social or casual situation, 
could provide the motivation you need to finally de-
cide. This isn’t just the result of outer changes. You’ve 
been changing inside, too. You aren’t the same person 
you were when you chose your current job.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re proba-
bly good at applying your spiritual principles 
to the way you live, Scorpio. You’re especially 
good at it today, particularly when it comes to 

understanding others deeply. Relationships of all kinds 
will likely grow and improve, at least those that matter. 
Those that don’t will disappear. This is a time of great 
outer and inner change for you. Make the most of it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Sagittar-
ius, you’re usually more outwardly directed, 
but today you might break that pattern. You 
could be in a contemplative mood and won-

dering about everything from metaphysics to philoso-
phy to money to your future. You’re basically feeling 
positive about life, but you might be at a crossroads 
now. It may take some serious thought before you de-
cide which direction to go. Give yourself some time.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
might crave the companionship of friends 
and lovers alike, Capricorn. You’re prob-
ably in the mood for some good food, good 

music, and great conversation, and that’s just what 
you’ll get. Later you might spend time alone with a 
love partner, reflecting on recent conversations. Some 
of them might be worthy of deeper thought. Have a 
pleasant day and a wonderful evening.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re feel-
ing pretty strong now, Aquarius. You’re 
probably in fairly good health and your 
mind is sharp. You’ve outgrown some ar-

eas of your life that no longer seem what they once 
were. One of these could be your work. You could be 
considering leaving a job you took primarily for the 
money and going into a profession you really love. 
Do it if it works for you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Are you getting 
along better than ever with a significant other, 
Pisces? If so, it’s probably because you’re more 
attuned to what your partner thinks, feels, 

needs, and wants. You might fetch something before he 
or she even knows it’s necessary. This can help you reach 
a new understanding of your beloved. Go with the flow 
and make the most of it. You’ll be glad you did.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Catherine Loveday  
| The Conversation

Penny Bickle | The Conversation

Nandini Velho  | thewire.in

Memory Loss Isn’t Just an Old Person’s Problem 
– Here’s How Young People Can Stay Mentally Fit

The Surprising Role Cheese Played in Human Evolution

Who is Eating Out of the World’s ‘Pangolin Pit’?

W
hen I give talks, I am often ap-
proached by people who are 
worried about their memory. 
Maybe they are studying for an 

exam and don’t feel that they learn as well 
as their peers. Maybe they keep forgetting 
to close the window when they leave the 
house. Or maybe they struggle to remem-
ber an event that happened a few weeks 
ago but which everyone else can describe 
in vivid detail.

To feel that your memory may not be up 
to scratch can be unsettling or even down-
right frightening. And that’s hardly surpris-
ing –- memory makes us who we are. Be-
ing able to reflect on and share the past is 
fundamental to our sense of identity, our 
relationships, and our capacity to imagine 
the future.

To lose any part of this ability not only 
causes problems in our daily routine, it 
threatens the very notion of who we are. 
By far the biggest health fear in people over 
the age of 50 is Alzheimer’s disease and the 
catastrophic loss of personal memory it en-
tails.

Memory disorders in young people
Are concerns about memory the preserve 
of the post-retirement generation? It seems 
not. In fact, if modern trends are anything 
to go by, younger people are just as nerv-
ous of losing access to their past. Go to any 

big concert these days, and your view of the 
performer will frequently be obscured by a 
sea of smartphones, each committing the 
sights and sounds to a safe permanent dig-
ital record.

As far back as cave dwellers, humans 
have found ways to preserve knowledge 
and experiences, but has the modern life-
style taken it a step too far? Could an over-
reliance on technology make our memory 
systems lazier and less efficient?

Some studies have found that using an 
internet search engine can lead to poorer 
recall of information, although another 
study recently published failed to replicate 
this effect. And most researchers agree that 
in these situations it is not that memory be-
comes less effective, just that we use it dif-
ferently.

How about recording events on a smart-
phone? A recent study showed that a group 
pausing to take photos at regular intervals 
had poorer recall of the event than those 
who were immersed in the experience. And 
an earlier piece of research suggested that 
photos helped people remember what they 
saw, but reduced their memory of what was 
said. It seems that the key factor in these sit-
uation is attention – actively taking photos 
may distract and distance someone from 
aspects of an experience, meaning that less 
is remembered.

However, there are novel ways around 
this problem if you insist on taking pictures. 
Our own work has shown that distraction 
can be countered if photos are taken auto-
matically using a wearable camera.

Technology and memory
While it may be true that technology is 
changing the way we use our memory at 
times, there is no scientific reason to be-
lieve that it reduces the inherent capacity of 
our brains to learn.

Nevertheless, in today’s fast-paced and 
demanding society, there are other factors 
that may have a negative impact, for exam-
ple poor quality sleep, stress, distractions, 
depression and alcohol consumption. The 
good news is that these effects are generally 
regarded as temporary unless they contin-
ue over very long periods of time.

There are a small number of people who 
may experience memory problems over 
and above everyday forgetfulness. Head 
injuries, strokes, epilepsy, brain infections 
such as encephalitis, or congenital condi-
tions such as hydrocephalus, a build up of 
fluid in the brain, can all lead to a signifi-
cant loss in our ability to retain and recall 
information. And recently, a new condition 
has been identified –- severely deficient au-
tobiographical memory –- which describes 
a small percentage of the population who 
report a specific but marked impairment in 
the ability to recall their past.

These people are the exception though, 
and most people who worry about their 
memory have no real cause for concern. 
When it comes to remembering, we all have 
our own strengths and weaknesses. The 
friend who gets top marks in every pub quiz 
may be the same one who always forgets 
where they left their wallet. And the part-
ner who can describe last year’s holiday in 

incredible detail may take forever to learn a 
new language. In fact, even world memory 
champions report everyday forgetfulness, 
like losing their keys.

By and large, where our memory fails us, 
it is because we are tired, not paying atten-
tion, or trying to do too much at once. Us-
ing lists, diaries and smartphone remind-
ers does not make memory less efficient 
– rather, it frees the brain up to do other 
things. And instead of making us lazy, look-
ing something up on the internet can help 
to reinforce or enrich our knowledge base.

But there may be occasions when 
technology gets in the way – by distract-
ing us from a potentially special moment, 
or luring us into surfing the web instead 
of getting much-needed sleep. Most eve-
ryday memory lapses can be fixed sim-
ply by being more mindful and less busy. 
So, if you want to remember time with 
friends, my advice is to enjoy the mo-
ment, chat about it afterwards and enjoy 
a good night’s sleep.

Catherine Loveday is a neuropsychologist 
at University of  Westminster

A 
solid white mass found in a broken 
jar in an Ancient Egyptian tomb has 
turned out to be the world’s oldest 
example of solid cheese.

Probably made mostly from sheep or 
goats milk, the cheese was found several 
years ago by archaeologists in the ancient 
tomb of Ptahmes, who was a high-ranking 
Egyptian official. The substance was identi-
fied after the archaeology team carried out 
biomolecular identification of its proteins.

This 3,200-year-old find is exciting be-
cause it shows that the Ancient Egyptian’s 
shared our love of cheese – to the extent it 
was given as a funerary offering. But not only 
that, it also fits into archaeology’s growing 
understanding of the importance of dairy to 
the development of the human diet in Eu-
rope.

Dairy in diets
About two-thirds of the world’s population is 
lactose intolerant. So although dairy products 
are a daily part of the diet for many living in 

Europe, Northern India and North America, 
drinking milk in adulthood was only possible 
from the Bronze Age, over the last 4,500 years.

For most of human history, adults lost 
the ability to consume milk after infancy – 
and the same is true of people who are lac-
tose intolerant today. After weaning, people 
with lactose intolerance can no longer pro-
duce the enzyme lactase. This is necessary to 
break down the lactose sugars in fresh milk 
into compounds that can be easily digested. 
People with lactose intolerance experience 
unpleasant symptoms if they consume dairy 
products such as bloating, flatulence and di-
arrhoea.

Ancient DNA analysis on human skel-
etons from prehistoric Europe places the 
earliest appearance of the gene lactase gene 
(LCT) – which keeps adults producing lactase 
– to 2,500BC. But there is plenty of evidence 
from the Neolithic period (around 6,000-
2,500BC in Europe) that milk was being con-
sumed.

This is not totally surprising though, as 
the Neolithic marks the start of farming in 
most regions of Europe – and the first time 
humans lived closely alongside animals. And 

although they were unable to digest milk, 
we know that Neolithic populations were 
processing milk into substances they could 
consume.

Archaeological evidence
Using a technique called “lipid analysis”, 
sherds of ancient pottery can be analysed 
and fats absorbed into the clay identified. 
This then allows archaeologists to find out 
what was cooked or processed inside them.

Although it is not yet possible to identify 
the species of animal, dairy fats can be dis-
tinguished. It is also challenging to deter-
mine what techniques were being used to 
make dairy products safe to consume, with 
many potential options. Fermenting milk, for 
example, breaks down the lactose sugar into 
lactic acid. Cheese is low in lactose because it 
involves separating curd (from which cheese 
is made) from whey, in which the majority of 
the lactose sugars remain.

Clay sieves from Poland, similar to mod-
ern cheese sieves, have been found to have 
dairy lipids preserved in the pores of clay, 
suggesting that they were being used to sepa-
rate curds from the whey. Whether the curds 

were then consumed or attempts made to 
preserve them by pressing into a harder 
cheese is unknown. Fermentation of milk 
was also possible to our ancestors, but hard-
er to explore with the techniques currently 
available to archaeology.

Early cheese making
While the techniques from bioarchaeology 
have provided this fantastic detail on Neo-
lithic diets, where the science stops, experi-
mental archaeology can explore what was 
possible.

We have been making cheese using the 
utensils, plants and techniques available 
to Neolithic farmers. The aim of the experi-
ments is not to faithfully recreate early chees-
es, but to begin to capture some of the deci-
sions available to early cheese makers – and 
the experiments have thrown up some inter-
esting results.

By using these ancient techniques, we 
have discovered that a wealth of different 
means of curdling the milk would have been 
possible, each producing different forms, 
tastes and amounts of cheese.

And such specialist knowledge may have 

been akin to the spread of bronze smelting at 
the end of the Neolithic. Dairy may have had 
a special status among foodstuffs. For exam-
ple, at the major late Neolithic feasting site of 
Durrington Walls, not far from and contem-
porary with Stonehenge, dairy residues were 
found in a particular kind of pottery vessel 
and concentrated in the area around a timber 
circle – a form of Late Neolithic monument.

From the Bronze Age, however, lactase 
persistence offered an advantage to some 
people who were able to pass this on to their 
offspring. It also seems that this advantage 
was not solely because of increased calorie 
and nutrient intake alone – but because of 
the special status dairy foods may have had. 
The development of this biological adaption 
to fresh milk took place after humans had 
already found ways to safely include dairy 
products in the diet.

This shows that humans are not only able 
to manipulate their food to make it edible, 
but that what we consume can also lead to 
new adaptations in our biology.

Penny Bickle is lecturer in archaeology at 
University of York

A
s a wildlife biologist, walk-
ing through a tropical forest 
ensnares me with the excit-
ing possibility of seeing a ti-

ger or a pangolin. But the same for-
ests have snares and traps that make 
the scale of illegal wildlife trade very 
noticeable. You know of tigers but 
what of the relatively obscure pan-
golin?

The pangolin fossil record goes 
back 45 million years, when giant 
penguins were of human height 
and prehistoric whales left land to 
live in the sea. But fast forward to 
the present day and a google search 
reveals that pangolins are one of the 
world’s most trafficked mammals.

My assistant, who walked the 
forest with me, told me that he had 
killed two pangolins in the past. 

They were skinned and the usual se-
quence of events followed. A trader 
from a city came to buy the skins. 
The price he got was lower than the 
value of what the trader ultimately 
got. My assistant could’ve done with 
some more money compared with 
the trader who was supplying it to 
a rich consumer in a far-off country.

While much has been said about 
wildlife poachers like my assistant 
who often don’t have enough, not 
much has been written about the 
role of consumers who usually have 
much more.

I wrote to a colleague in Malay-
sia; he wrote back saying, “There 
are enough stories out there.” The 
photojournalist Paul Hilton’s im-
age, which was in my inbox, showed 
a facade of frozen fish with 4,000 
pangolins defrosting. But Hilton’s 
photo had a message straight from 
the ‘pangolin pit’, its title: that wild-

life crime will stop “only when the 
demand stops”.

So what is our part in the global 
pangolin pit? In 2016, Sarah Heinrich 
of the University of Adelaide and her 
team showed that the US is a domi-
nant player in the legal global pan-
golin trade, primarily as an importer 
of pangolin products. The next year, 
Heinrich and colleagues published 
a report on the illegal trafficking of 
pangolins. Between 2010 and 2015, 
they found 127 separate incidents 
of illegal pangolin trafficking related 
to the US. While large consignments 
of pangolin scales went exclusively 
to China (and the demand is very 
high), the illegal trade in pangolin 
parts was destined exclusively for 
the US. In fact, 80% of the trade in 
body parts was from China and Vi-
etnam, and they were destined al-
most exclusively for the US.

It makes for speculation that 

perhaps pangolins are only eaten 
by a niche community, of Ameri-
cans of Chinese ethnicity. “Pangolin 
skins have a very unique and ‘exotic’ 
pattern that is highly coveted in the 
fashion industry – this trade is now 
illegal – for wallets, belts and cow-
boy boots,” Heinrich clarified. In 
the wild, their hard scales and thick 
skins are protection against the 
200,000 ants that they eat per day. 
It is somewhat ironic that their self-
defence is also the nemesis of their 
survival.

Is wildlife trade a more general 
problem in the US? An article pub-
lished in the journal Marine Policy 
in 2010 found that the US is the 
largest importer of marine curios. 
It also found that the high demand 
“for coral reef products creates per-
verse economic incentives that can 
undermine efforts to strengthen 
their management”. Not just corals; 

Barack Obama, the former Ameri-
can president, penned an executive 
order in 2013 stating that wildlife 
trafficking was an “international cri-
sis”. He wrote that it was in the US’s 
national interest to address wild-
life trafficking because of its role in 
“contributing to the illegal econo-
my, fuelling instability and under-
mining security.”

There have been some better 
known efforts to combat wildlife 
trade in the US. Operation Chame-
leon, upon which the 2008 book 
Lizard King is based, was a five-year 
investigation conducted by US spe-
cial and regional agents to trace the 
serpentine routes of cold-blooded 
contraband that reached the US. 
Twenty years later, Steve Chao, a 
journalist who has tried to infiltrate 
the wildlife ring of some of the re-
leased members, wrote that the 
wildlife trafficking situation may 

just be getting worse.
Consumers are changing the 

dynamics of illegal wildlife trade on 
the ground. The book Conservation 
from the Margins (2018) showed 
how poaching in India is shifting 
from tigers to smaller species like 
pangolins. It was not surprising 
when my assistant revealed that he 
had not poached a tiger but had got 
two pangolins.

The poacher and consumer 
come home to different realities. 
To try and run his home, my assist-
ant worked a small tea and snack 
shop in his village. He had to close 
his shop as he did not have enough 
money to restock supplies. But for 
the consumers of illegal wildlife 
products, the tags on our belts and 
boots do not reflect the true price 
and consequences of our actions.

Nandini Velho is an Earth Institute 
Fellow at Columbia University.
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Where is the blackmoney 
— Mamata asks Centre 

Top Hizbul commander killed in J&K gunfightKerala’s ‘big salute’ to fishermen 
who rescued flood-hit people 

151 illegal health clinics sealed in Kashmir

SC orders house arrest of activists till September 6 

BJP preparing for 2019 LS polls as scheduled

A deer and an Egret inside an enclosure at Alipore Zoological Garden, in Kolkata on Wednesday.

PTI

Army personnel take positions near a house where militants were hiding during an encounter in which 
most senior militant commander of Hizbul Mujahideen outfit Altaf Kachroo along with his associate Umar 
Rashid was killed, at Muniward area of Anantnag district in south Kashmir on Wednesday.

PTI

People from various organisations agitate against police raids on the premises of activists and their subsequent arrest, in New Delhi on 
Wednesday.

PTI

Kolkata, Aug. 29 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
today wondered wheth-
er demonetisation was 
enforced to allow some 
blackmoney holders to 
quietly convert their mon-
ey into white, after the 
RBI said almost all junked 
notes have returned to 
banks.

Banerjee, who had crit-
icised the BJP-led central 
government for demon-
etising a bulk of currency 
in November 2016, said 
the RBI report vindicated 
TMC’s fears on demoneti-
sation.

In a post on Facebook, 
she said she now wanted 
to know where the black-
money has gone? 

The RBI said today that 
banks received 99.3 per 
cent of the Rs 15.41 lakh 
crore in junked Rs 500 and 
Rs 1,000 notes in circula-
tion on November 8, 2016, 
when the note ban was 
announced.

“Today, the RBI in its 
annual report for 2017-18 
has vindicated our ap-
prehension. 99.3% of the 
money has come back to 

the banking system. My 
first question now is where 
has the blackmoney gone? 
My second question, is 
this scheme hatched to 
allow some blackmoney 
holders to quietly con-
vert their blackmoney into 
white?” she said in a Face-
book post.

Soon after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
nounced demonetisation 
of currency in a live tel-
ecast to the nation, Ban-
erjee said she had an “in-
tuition” that it was a “big 
anti-people move”.

“It will severely affect 
the common people of 
the country, especially, 
farmers, unorganized sec-
tor, small entrepreneurs 
and hard-working middle 
class,” Banerjee said.

“What a tragedy and 
what a shame,” she said.

Almost all the 500 
and 1,000 currency notes 
that were made illegal in 
November 2016 have re-
turned to the banking sys-
tem, the RBI said today, 
prompting the opposition 
to question the efficacy of 
demonetisation in curbing 
blackmoney.

Srinagar, Aug. 29 (IANS): 
A top Hizbul Mujahideen 
commander and his as-
sociate were killed on 
Wednesday in a gunfight 
with the security forces 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district, police 
said.

The two were killed 
in the Khanabal area gun 
battle. Sources identified 
the top Hizbul command-
er as Altaf Ahmad Dar alias 
Altaf Kachroo and his as-
sociate as Umar Rashid.

The gunfight started 
earlier in the day after the 
security forces surrounded 
Binpora village following 
information about the 

presence of the militants 
there.

“As the joint forces of 
the Rashtriya Rifles (RR), 
special operations group 
(SOG) of state police and 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) approached 
the house, the holed up 
militants fired upon them 
triggering the encounter,” 
a police officer had said.

“Firing exchanges have 
now stopped. The bod-
ies of the slain militants 
and their weapons have 
been recovered,” the of-
ficer said. Kachroo belong-
ing to Redwani village of 
Kulgam district carried a 
reward of Rs 15 lakh on his 

head. His killing is being 
seen as a major success in 
the anti-militancy opera-
tions in the south Kashmir 
area. Curfew has been 
announced in Anantnag 
town to maintain law and 
order. Clashes between 
stone pelting youth and 
the security forces are now 
going on in the area.

Authorities suspended 
train services between 
Baramulla and Bannihil 
towns immediately after 
the gunfight started.

Mobile Internet serv-
ices have also been sus-
pended as a precautionary 
measure in Anantnag and 
Kulgam districts.

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 29 (PTI): 
Taking time off his hectic schedule, Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan today gave a 
‘big salute’ to the state’s fishermen, who 
rescued thousands of people trapped in 
the floods which claimed 470 lives since 
May 29 when the South West Monsoon 
set in over the state.

Vijayan honoured the fishermen, 
wrapped a ‘ponnada’ (shawl) around 
them and handed over certificates of ap-
preciation at a function here.

He said the fishers did not think of 
their safety, their families or any mon-
etary gains from the government as they 
joined rescue operations and thanked all 
of them.

He said there is a need to ensure 
proper rehabilitation of the affected like 
building houses for those who had lost 
their homes. Also, schools, panchayat 
offices, police stations and many govern-

ment offices were damaged in the floods, 
he said.

“We need to raise our state at a much 
higher level”, he said, adding the need of 
the hour was to rebuild the state and take 
Kerala to greater heights.

These coastal warriors had come in 
their boats from several parts of the state 
and had rescued around 65,000 ma-
rooned flood victims.

Fisheries minister Mercykutty Amma 
and water resources minister T M Tho-
mas Issac were also present.

Congress President Rahul Gandhi 
had also yesterday lauded the role played 
by the fishermen who had saved many 
lives in the recent floods that had ravaged 
the state. The Chief Minister also lauded 
the efforts by the defence forces, NDRF, 
policemen, fire force personnel and hun-
dreds of volunteers who were part of the 
rescue operations in the state.

Srinagar, Aug. 29 (PTI): Au-
thorities have sealed 151 il-
legal health clinics in Kash-
mir during a drive against 
such establishments, an 
official spokesman said 
today. Around 66 illegal 
clinics were sealed in Bara-
mulla district followed by 
37 in Budgam district, 13 in 
Kulgam district, nine each 
in Shopian and Anantnag 
districts, six in Ganderbal, 
five in Pulwama and three 
in Srinagar district, he said.

“On the directions of 
Divisional Commissioner 

Baseer Ahmad Khan, the 
Directorate of Health Serv-
ices Kashmir has sealed 
151 illegal and unauthor-
ised clinics across the val-
ley,” the spokesman said.

Khan chaired a meeting 
to review the progress of 
the sealing drive today.

Consequent upon the 
daily reports received by 
the divisional commission-
er’s office regarding unau-
thorised clinical establish-
ments in different areas 
across Kashmir division, 
Khan directed all the chief 

medical officers (CMOs) 
to constitute teams com-
prising of members from 
the Health Services and 
Revenue Department to 
conduct inspection of all 
clinical establishments.

He also directed them 
to take necessary action 
against such establish-
ments which were operat-
ing in violation of rules, 
norms, laws and without 
licences or run by persons 
not competent to run such 
establishments in all dis-
tricts.

Deerest friend

New Delhi, Aug. 29 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court to-
day ordered that the five 
human rights activists, 
arrested in connection 
with the Bhima-Koregaon 
violence case, be kept un-
der house arrest till Sep-
tember 6, saying dissent 
was the “safety valve” of 
democracy. 

The five activists will 
now not be sent to jail till 
September 6 but will re-
main in house arrest un-
der police watch.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
questioned the Mahar-
ashtra police for arresting 
these persons after around 
nine months of the Bhima-
Koregaon incident.

“Dissent is the safety 
valve of democracy and 
if you don’t allow these 
safety valves, it will burst,” 
the bench, which also 
comprised Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chan-
drachud, said.

The top court also is-
sued notice to the Mahar-
ashtra state government 
and the state police on the 
plea filed by five intellec-
tuals, including historian 
Romila Thapar and econo-
mists Prabhat Patnaik and 
Devika Jain, against the 
arrest of the rights activists 
yesterday in connection 
with the case.

The counsel, appear-
ing for Maharashtra, raised 
the issue of maintainabil-
ity of the plea, saying a 
“stranger” cannot seek 
relief for the activists who 
have already approached 
the high courts.

Prominent Telugu poet 
Varavara Rao was arrested 
from Hyderabad, while 
activists Vernon Gonzalves 
and Arun Farreira were 
nabbed from Mumbai, 
trade union activist Sudha 

New Delhi, Aug. 29 (IANS): Not-
withstanding the push for simul-
taneous polls, the BJP appears to 
be in no hurry to go for parlia-
mentary elections along with a 
round of Assembly elections due 
this year end.

The party is said to be prepar-
ing for Lok Sabha elections to be 
held on schedule in the summer 
of next year, reliable sources in 
BJP told IANS. 

The party’s current strategy 
on the Lok Sabha polls assumes 
significance in the context of 
speculation that the Lok Sabha 
polls could be advanced to be 
held along with the elections 
to the assemblies of Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattis-
garh and Mizoram this year end.

They said that at their meet-
ing held here on Tuesday, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and BJP 
President Amit Shah asked Chief 
Ministers of states ruled by the 
BJP to be ready by February-end 

on the government and organi-
sational fronts for the Lok Sabha 
polls next summer.

They also said that Chief Min-
isters had been told to achieve 
the new targets regarding im-
plementation of major welfare 
schemes of the central and the 
state governments by February 
2019.

Amit Shah has directed the 
Chief Ministers to hold a con-
ferences of beneficiaries across 
their state from mandal to district 
level. 

At such conferences, the ben-
eficiaries of Centre’s and state 
government schemes would be 
invited and the focus would be 
to make them BJP voters. Shah 
has also given a 22-point agenda 
for implementation at the booth 
level.

The meeting was attended by 
14 BJP Chief Ministers and seven 
Deputy Chief Ministers including 
those of Bihar, Nagaland, Uttar 

Pradesh, Gujarat, Tripura and 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

The meeting resolved to make 
Modi the Prime Minister again in 
2019 by getting a bigger majority 
than achieved in the 2014 elec-
tions.

Several union ministers in-
cluding Arun Jaitley, Rajnath 
Singh, Nitin Gadkari and Sushma 
Swaraj attended the meeting.

A senior BJP leader present 
at the meeting said the Chief 
Ministers were asked to come for 
the Tuesday meeting with a road 
map for the Lok Sabha elections.

The Chief Ministers present-
ed a report card about targets 
achieved against goals set and 
their plans to set new targets to 
be achieved by February 2019 in 
implementing Centre’s six major 
welfare schemes including Uj-
jawala, Aawas Yojana, Swachha 
Bharat Abhiyan and Ayushmaan 
Bharat.

The Prime Minister and the 

BJP President have asked the 
BJP Chief Ministers to get ready 
for the 2019 Lok Sabha polls at 
a time when there is an ongoing 
discussion on holding simultane-
ous polls to Parliament and state 
Assemblies.

Simultaneous elections from 
panchayat to Parliament was the 
main theme during the last meet-
ing of the BJP Chief Ministers’ 
Council meeting held in Delhi in 
February 2018. The issue did not 
come up on Tuesday.

According to sources, the 
Chief Ministers have also been 
asked to be in touch with smaller 
regional parties in their states so 
that the possibility of alliances 
could be explored for the elec-
tions.

In 2014, the Election Com-
mission announced the poll 
dates on March 5. Balloting took 
place in nine phases between 
April 7 and May 12. The vote 
count took place on May 16.

Bhardwaj from Faridabad 
in Haryana and civil liber-
ties activist Gautam Na-
valakha was arrested from 
New Delhi.

The Maharashtra Po-
lice had arrested them in 
connection with an FIR 
lodged there following an 
event -- ‘Elgaar Parishad’ 
(conclave) -- held on De-
cember 31 last year that 
had triggered violence at 
Koregaon-Bhima village.

The bench posted the 
matter for hearing on Sep-
tember 6.

Arrest of prominent activ-
ists shows govt. nervous, 
says Patnaik
Two Left-wing intellec-
tuals said today the ar-
rest of five prominent civil 
rights activists in police 
raids across several states 
showed that the BJP-led 

central government was 
nervous about losing sup-
port among people.

Criticising the govern-
ment for arresting Telugu 
poet P Varavara Rao, civil 
liberties activist Gautam 
Navlakha, trade unionist 
and lawyer Sudha Bhard-
waj for their suspected 
Maoist links, the Left intel-
lectuals told reporters that 
the government was trying 
to create an “atmosphere 
of emergency”.

Two more people were 
arrested yesterday. They 
are activists Vernon Gon-
salves and Arun Ferreira.

“It is the sign of nerv-
ousness of the govern-
ment because of the fact 
that they are loosing 
support among farmers, 
workers and among peo-
ple at large. Because of 
which, it is very important 

to conjure up an enemy 
and to create an atmos-
phere of emergency of 
terror, or a threat to soci-
ety,” economist Prabhat 
Patnaik said, 

“One way of doing this 
is to blow up the idea of 
urban Maoists. And when 
especially they say that 
the prime minister’s life is 
been attacked...it creates 
a kind of sympathy wave. 
But I am very sure that it 
would backfire on them,” 
Patnaik said.

K Sachidanandan, 
former secretary of Sahitya 
Kala Acedemy, attended 
the media meet, organised 
to urge people to join a 
workers and farmers rally 
on September 5 in Delhi.

The two are part of the 
coordination committee 
for the rally.

They urged every dis-

tressed section of society 
to unite against the “op-
pressive” government and 
added that the rally would 
be the first such effort to 
bring people together.

“The alliance of all 
these classes, who are the 
joint victims of neo-liber-
alism, is the primary in-
strument to overcome the 
neo-liberal order. It is also, 
therefore, the primary in-
strument to overcome the 
conjuncture which sus-
tains the forces of commu-
nal-authoritarianism, that 
currently rule the coun-
try,” Sachidanandan said.

The September 5 ral-
ly is organised jointly by 
Centre of Indian Trade Un-
ions, All India Kisan Sabha 
and All-India Agricultural 
Workers’ Union.

Organisers claimed 
that more than three lakh 

people will be mobilised 
for the rally.
India moving towards 
totalitarian regime, emer-
gency —Lalu
RJD president Lalu Prasad 
today alleged Narendra 
Modi government is tak-
ing the country towards 
“a totalitarian regime” and 
false security alarms were 
being raised to prepare 
the ground for imposing 
Emergency.

Prasad also likened 
the situation in Bihar un-
der Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar to that of ancient 
Rome when emperor 
Nero was playing the flute 
while his kingdom was 
burning.

“A number of persons 
have been arrested for al-
leged Maoist links. Reports 
have also surfaced alleg-
ing that there are threats 
to the life of the prime 
minister. All this seems to 
be a ploy for clamping the 
Emergency in the coun-
try,” Prasad told reporters 
at the airport here.

“The country is inch-
ing towards a totalitar-
ian regime,” said Prasad, 
while leaving for Ranchi 
to surrender before a court 
tomorrow upon expiry of 
his provisional bail.

The septuagenarian 
leader, who was till last 
week convalescing at a 
Mumbai hospital, looked 
weary but managed to 
walk today. In the recent 
past, he was seen mostly 
on a wheelchair.

Asked about the law 
and order situation in Bi-
har, Prasad said, “There is 
no law nor any order left 
in the state. The prevailing 
situation reminds one of 
the era when Nero played 
the flute while his king-
dom was on fire.” 

Journalists also asked 

the RJD supremo whether 
a piece of black cloth tied 
on the main gate of his 
wife’s bungalow was to 
ward off evil eye, but he 
declined to comment.

In show of solidarity, 
Twitterati say #MeTooUr-
banNaxal

Social media users en-
listed themselves as “ur-
ban naxals” in a show of 
solidarity with the arrested 
Left-wing activists as ‘Me-
TooUrbanNaxal’ hashtag 
trended on microblogging 
site, Twitter.

It all started when film-
maker and author Vivek 
Agnihotri asked some 
“bright young minds” to 
put together a list of those 
defending ‘Urban Naxals’. 

“I want some bright 
young people to make a 
list of all those who are 
defending #UrbanNaxals. 
Let’s see where it leads. If 
you want to volunteer with 
commitment, please DM 
me,” he tweeted last night. 

Social media users - 
journalists, activists, pro-
fessionals, students - peo-
ple from all walks of life 
- lashed out at the film-
maker. 

They countered that 
the term ‘Urban Naxal’ 
was a mere creation of 
some sections to malign 
those who have an an-
ti-establishment stance. 
Others accused Agnihotri 
of openly inciting hate. 

As a mark of protest, 
thousands enlisted them-
selves as ‘urban naxals’, 
tweeting and retweeting 
the hashtag since this 
morning. 

Prateek Sinha, co-
founder of Alt News, asked 
the Twitterati to tag the 
filmmaker with the hash-
tag #MeTooUrbanNaxal to 
help the latter build his list. 

“You know how the 

t e r m  ‘a n t i - n a t i o n a l ’ 
doesn’t stick anymore. It 
was because all of us of a 
certain ideological bent 
started jokingly referring 
to ourselves as anti-na-
tionals in many of our con-
versations and reduced 
it into a joke. It was no 
longer derogatory, it was a 
joke. So they needed a new 
phrase and which is what 
is ‘Urban Naxals’. 

Actress Swara Bhaskar 
gave a big thumbs up to 
the move and said that the 
trending of the hashtag 
was “a tight slap. Kudos to 
#TwitterWarriors”.

If asking the questions, 
or standing up for human-
ity and freedom of speech 
makes me an urban Nax-
al... then I’m proud to be 
one #MeTooUrbanNaxal,” 
tweeted Archana Bhard-
waj. 

Journalist Nikhil Wagle 
tweeted, “If @Sudhab-
haradwaj is a naxal, I am a 
naxal too. Arrest me. #Me-
tooUrbanNaxal”. 

Another user, Vidyut, 
even changed his user 
name to Urban Naxal Vi-
dyut.

The hashtag has so 
far garnered more than 
55,000 tweets. 

The Maharashtra Po-
lice yesterday arrested 
Left-wing activists Vara-
vara Rao, Vernon Gon-
salves, Arun Ferreira, 
Sudha Bharadwaj and 
Gautam Navlakha, and 
conducted raids in the 
houses of several others 
as part of a probe into the 
‘Elgar Parishad’ event held 
in Pune on December 31 
last year.

The event had alleg-
edly triggered violence 
between Dalits and upper 
caste groups at Koregaon 
Bhima village in the dis-
trict.
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News IN BrIef
Putin proposes softer pension 
reforms, says women to retire at 60
Moscow, Aug. 29 (PTI/AFP): Russian President Vladmir 
Putin today proposed a series of  measures to soften 
controversial pension reforms, in an apparent attempt to 
stem a fall in his approval ratings. In a rare televised address, 
Putin suggested raising the state pension age by five years 
to 60 years for women, instead of  the proposed eight 
years, among other proposals. At the same time he said 
tough measures were needed, citing “serious demographic 
problems.

Talks underway with N Korea to 
open joint liaison office — S Korea
Seoul, Aug. 29 (IANS): South Korea’s Unification Ministry 
on Wednesday said that talks with North Korea are underway 
to open a joint liaison office in the border town of Kaesong. 
Unification Ministry Spokesman Baik Tae-hyun told a press 
briefing that talks are currently underway between the two 
Koreas about the opening of the inter-Korean liaison office 
though no specific progress has been made yet, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The launch of the joint liaison office was 
agreed upon by South Korean President Moon Jae-in and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un during their first summit 
on April 27 in Panmunjom. 

Suicide car bomber kills 11 in western 
Iraq
Ramadi, Aug. 29 (PTI/AFP): A suicide bomber blew up a 
vehicle in the town of Al-Qaim in western Iraq today, killing 
at least 11 people, five of them security personnel, police said.
The 9 am (0600 GMT) bombing at a checkpoint on the 
outskirts of Al-Qaim also wounded 16 people -- 11 civilians 
and five security personnel, police Captain Mahmud 
Jassem told AFP. The town, on the Syrian border some 
340 kilometres (215 miles) from Baghdad, was one of the 
last in Iraq to be recaptured from the Islamic State group in 
November last year. One month later, Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi declared victory over the jihadists. 

Five soldiers killed, 10 injured in 
Kenya blast
Lamu (Kenya), Aug. 29 (IANS): At least five Kenyan 
soldiers were killed and 10 seriously injured in a blast in 
Kenya’s Lamu region early on Wednesday, officials said. 
Kenya Defence Force (KDF) spokesman Paul Njuguna 
confirmed the incident which took place at around 8 a.m. 
The incident took place after the soldiers, who were on a 
humanitarian civil assignment to fetch and distribute water 
to the residents, hit an improvised explosive device (IED) 
planted in the Lamu area, Xinhua quoted Njuguna as saying. 

Brazil to deploy armed forces to 
tackle immigration crisis
Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 29 (IANS): Brazilian President Michel 
Temer has announced deployment of armed forces in the 
border state of Roraima to restore order disrupted by an 
immigration crisis. The announcement came on Tuesday 
after thousands of Venezuelan immigrants entered Brazil 
through Roraima in 2017.  The significant rise in their 
population caused tensions in the state where xenophobic 
groups had attacked hundreds of  immigrants earlier in 
August, Xinhua news agency reported. 

20 militants killed in anti-terror raids 
in Egypt
Cairo, Aug. 29 (IANS): The Egyptian Army on Wednesday 
said that 20 militants have been killed over the past few days 
in anti-terror raids in Sinai province and the Western Desert 
region. In Sinai, the forces have killed 13 militants, destroyed 
18 hideouts and captured 18 wanted suspects, according to 
Egyptian military spokesman Tamer al-Refai. The forces 
have also defused 41 explosive devices and destroyed 49 
vehicles used by militants and smugglers, Xinhua quoted the 
spokesman as saying.  The raids are part of the “Sinai 2018” 
comprehensive anti-terror operation, which has killed more 
than 400 militants since its launch in February, with more 
than 30 soldiers losing their lives during the confrontations.

Philippines blast: Police on high alert
Manila, Aug. 29 (IANS): Police in the Philippines island 
of Mindanao were on high alert on Wednesday after a 
bomb blast in a market in Isulan area killed two people and 
injured 36 others. Isulan, capital of Sultan Kudarat province, 
was celebrating the “Hamungaya Festival” when a bomb 
exploded on Tuesday night at a market, Efe news reported.
“Effective this morning police units in Mindanao are on 
full alert status. This is the response until the completion of  
the martial law,” the state-owned Philippine News Agency 
quoted General Oscar Albayalde as saying. 

AP/PTI

File Photo: Rescuer teams continue to search for victims in the collapsed Jamiul Jamaah Mosque in Bangsal, 
North Lombok, Indonesia on Aug. 8, 2018. 

United Nations, Aug. 29 
(IANS): Describing the 
Rohingya refugee situa-
tion as one of the worst 
humanitarian and human 
rights crises of the past year, 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has called for in-
ternational action to ensure 
Myanmar is held to account 
for the crimes of its security 
forces.

Speaking at a Security 
Council session convened 
on Tuesday for the one-
year anniversary of the start 
of the exodus of 720,000 

Rohingyas to Bangladesh, 
Guterres also condemned 
the attacks by extremists 
against the security forces.

However, he added that 
nothing can ever justify the 
disproportionate use of 
force against civilians and 
the horrendous violation of 
human rights violations by 
the security forces.

Urging united action by 
the divided Security Coun-
cil, Guterres cited a report 
issued on Monday by a 
UN Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) fact-finding team 

and said the human rights 
abuses amounted to “the 
gravest crimes under inter-
national law”.

He thanked the Bang-
ladesh government for its 
generosity in hosting the 
refugees and said more 
needs to be done by the 
world community as only 
33 per cent of the $951 mil-
lion UN appeal for assist-
ance has been met and 
the the monsoon season 
looms.

The current crisis began 
in August 2017 with attacks 

on Myanmar security posts 
by the Arakan Rohingya Sal-
vation Army (ARSA), which 
is led by Karachi-born Ata 
Ullah.

The Myanmar armed 
forces and vigilantes retali-
ated brutally against the Ro-
hingyas starting an exodus 
that began on August 25.

Tariq Mahmood Ah-
mad, the British Minister 
of State for the UN, who 
presided over the Security 
Council session, said that it 
should be prepared to use 
all the tools it has to ensure 

justice for the Rohingyas.
The strongly-worded 

report by the UNHRC team 
headed by former Indo-
nesian attorney-general 
Marzuki Darusman said 
that allegations of geno-
cide against Myanmar of-
ficials should be referred to 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) or to a special 
tribunal.

The Netherlands and 
Sweden backed the sugges-
tion and asked the Security 
Council to refer the matter 
to the ICC.

But Russia and China 
countered saying that the 
situation required a non-
confrontational approach 
and only a bilateral diplo-
matic solution involving 
Myanmar and Bangladesh 
would work.

Myanmar’s Permanent 
Representative Hau Do 
Suan said that his country 
did not accept the findings 
of the UNHRC team as it 
was biased.

However, he added 
that Myanmar does not 
condone human rights 
abuses and would take ac-
tion against anyone guilty if 
there was evidence of their 
conduct.

He alleged that the 
ARSA had set up terrorist 

bases in some areas along 
the border with Bangla-
desh.

Bangladesh Permanent 
Representative Masud Bin 
Momen said that in the 
light of the UNHRC team’s 
report, it was imperative 
that the Security Council 
should act decisively.

He said that the Rohing-
yas could not return to their 
homes in Rakhine state 
unless they were assured of 
their safety.

For this, the Myanmar 
government should take 
several steps like curbing 
hate speech, allowing free 
access to UN agencies for 
relief operations and dis-
mantling internal camps 
for Rohingyas and giving 
them freedom of move-
ment.

Australian-born actor 
Cate Blanchett, who is a 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, spoke at the 
Security Council session 
about her encounters with 
Rohingya refugees who told 
her harrowing tales of their 
experiences in Myanmar. 

She said that as a moth-
er she was moved by the 
plight of the children she 
met as she saw her children 
reflected in them.

Jakarta, Aug. 29 (IANS): The Indonesian 
government will soon commence recon-
struction and rehabilitation in tourist des-
tination Lombok Island rattled by strong 
quakes in recent weeks, leaving at least 
560 people dead, an official said here on 
Wednesday.

The Indonesian President, Joko Wido-
do in Yogyakarta province said that he 
would revisit Lombok Island at the week-
end to closely watch the rebuilding of the 
damaged infrastructure facilities in the 
island, Xinhua news agency reported.

The most up-to-date data issued by 
the national disaster management agency 
on Wednesday showed at least a total of 
83,392 houses and as many as 3,540 other 
infrastructure facilities were severely dam-
aged by the jolts.

“We want all (the rebuilding works) to 
be completed as soon as possible, I set a 
target of six months for the works,” Presi-
dent Widodo said in a statement issued by 
the presidential office.

The distribution of aids to the quake-
affected folks, Widodo said, must be 
speeded up in order to create knock-on 
effects on the economy in the areas reeling 
from the quake risks.

To cope with possible quake, the con-
struction of the houses and buildings to be 
built should be able to resist the powerful 
quakes, using proven technology, said 
Widodo.

Hundreds of experts would be sent to 
Lombok Island to guide the residents on 
how to set up new houses or building com-
plying with the criteria, he cited.

Spokesman of national disaster man-
agement agency Sutopo Purwo Nugro-
ho revealed that the multiple powerful 
quakes, with scale hovering from 6.4 to 7.0 
magnitude, striking from July 29 to mid of 
August have severely injured a total of 1,469 
residents and forced as many as 3,96,032 
others to flee home and take shelter in 
makeshift encampment.

“The scale of damages could extend 
as the assessment of the downside risks 
persists,” the spokesmen told Xinhua in a 
text message.

A total of 400 technical experts will 
be sent to the quake-hit areas to assist in 
the reconstruction and rehabilitation, he 
added.

Again, the spokesman cited that tents, 
tarpaulins, food, medical staff, and baby 
food are among the dire needs of the 
evacuees in the quake-hit areas. 

Indonesia had undergone a five-year 
reconstruction and rehabilitation in Aceh 
province after a powerful quake triggering 
a mega-tsunami levelled the province in 
the northern tip of Sumatra Island along 
with nations situated alongside the Indian 
Ocean in December 2004, leaving over 
1,70,000 people dead in the province.

Washington, Aug. 29 (PTI/AFP): Canadian 
trade officials are “optimistic” they can 
make progress this week as they began a 
crucial phase of talks with the United States 
today to try to bridge their differences and 
agree on a rewrite of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement.

After Mexico paved the way by agree-
ing to a NAFTA 2.0 with the United States, 
Canada’s Foreign Minister Chrystia Free-
land said officials yesterday had worked 
late into the night on outstanding issues.

She told reporters she already had spo-
ken with US Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer by telephone early today before 
arriving for the second day of in-person 
meetings.

While she acknowledged the issues 
were “complicated” she said the conces-
sions made by Mexico in talks over the last 
few weeks would ease the final negotia-
tions.

“Mexico has made some significant 

concessions, which will be really good for 
Canadian workers,” she said on the steps of 
the US Trade Representative’s office. 

She did not directly respond to a ques-
tion about whether the sides would meet 
a Friday deadline to commit to the new 
NAFTA -- the day Lighthizer said he will 
officially notify the US Congress of the 
intention to enter into a new trade agree-
ment in 90 days.

After months of intense talks, the 
United States and Mexico announced an 
agreement on Monday to overhaul the 
25-year-old free trade pact.

President Donald Trump said he could 
leave Canada out and press ahead with a 
two-party deal, but Mexican and Cana-
dian officials have insisted it must remain 
a trilateral agreement. The sticking points 
between Ottawa and Washington likely will 
center on Canada’s managed dairy market 
and how to handle some disputes among 
NAFTA partners.

Sydney, Aug. 29 (PTI/AFP): 
A tsunami warning was 
issued for New Caledonia, 
Fiji and Vanuatu today after 
a strong earthquake in the 
Pacific Ocean, although 
seismologists said there 
were no immediate reports 
of damage. 

After the 7.1 magnitude 
quake struck off the eastern 
coast of New Caledonia, 
“waves reaching 0.3 to 1 
metre above the tide level 
are possible”, the Pacific 
Tsunami Warning Center 
said.

It urged anyone near 
the coast to “stay alert” and 
follow instructions from 
local authorities.

Smaller waves were 
forecast for other Pacific 
nations including the Mar-
shall islands, Samoa and 
New Zealand, although 
New Zealand was quick to 

distance the country from 
any threat.

“We want to confirm 
that there is no tsunami 
threat to New Zealand from 
this earthquake,” said the 
ministry of civil defence 
and emergency manage-
ment.

Jonathan Hanson, duty 
seismologist at New Zea-
land’s GNS Science, also 
downplayed any major 
threat to Pacific nations, 
saying the epicentre was 
some distance from inhab-
ited islands and the tsu-
nami wave warnings were 
modest. The tremor hit at 
a depth of 27 kilometres 
(17 miles) in the southern 
Pacific Ocean, some 231 
kilometres from the nearest 
town Tadine in the lightly-
populated Loyalty Islands, 
the US Geological Survey 
said.

Tehran, Aug. 29 (PTI/AFP): 
Iran’s supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei said 
today that his government 
should be ready to “set 
aside” the 2015 nuclear 
deal if it is no longer in the 
country’s national interests.

“The JCPOA (nuclear 
deal) is not the objective, it 
is only a means,” he said in 
a meeting with the cabinet, 
according to his website.

“Naturally, if we reach 
the conclusion that it is no 
longer maintaining our na-
tional interests, we will put 
it aside.” Khamenei said 
talks should continue with 
Europe, which is trying to 
salvage the 2015 agreement 
despite the withdrawal of 
the United States.

But he said the Iranian 
government “must not pin 
hope on the Europeans for 
issues such as the JCPOA or 
the economy”.

“We must examine 
their promises with scepti-
cism,” he added.

Khamenei reiterated 
that Iran would not engage 
in any negotiations with 
the administration of US 
President Donald Trump, 
despite his offer of uncon-
ditional talks.

“(The Americans) want 
to say they can bring any-
one, even the Islamic re-
public, to the negotiating 
table.

“But as I have previ-
ously said in detail, no ne-
gotiations with them will 
take place,” Khamenei said.

Dhaka, Aug. 29 (PTI): A 
journalist, a woman, of a 
television channel in Bang-
ladesh has been hacked to 
death with a sharp-edged 
weapon by some unidenti-
fied assailants at her home, 
media reports said today.

Subarna Akter Nodi, 32, 
was a correspondent of pri-
vate news channel Ananda 
TV and also worked for 
the Daily Jagroto Bangla 
newspaper, bdnews24.com 
reported.

She lived in Radhana-
gar area of Pabna district, 
some 150 kms from here.

Nodi, who is survived 
by a nine-year-old daugh-
ter, was awaiting divorce 
from her husband, the re-
port said.

The assailants, said to 
be around 10 to 12, came 
riding motorcycles and 
rang the doorbell of her 
house at around 10:45 PM 
yesterday, it said.

When she answered the 
door, they indiscriminately 
hacked her and fled the 
spot, Pabna Additional Su-
perintendent of Police Ibne 
Mizan said.

The assailants used a 
sharp-edged weapon to at-

tack her, police said.
Some locals rushed her 

to hospital where she was 
declared brought dead.

Police have launched 
several teams to nab the 
culprits, Additional SP Gau-
tam Kumar Biswas said.

Journalists in Pabna 
have condemned the kill-
ing and demanded that the 
murderers be immediately 
brought to justice.

Meanwhile, the family 
of Nodi said that they sus-
pect her former husband 
Rajib Hossain, and father-
in-law Abul Hossain are 
behind the killing, Dhaka 
Tribune reported.

Her mother claimed 
that her daughter had 
named her ex-husband as 
one of the attackers before 
she died.

Nodi had sued Rajib 
in a dowry case. Her elder 
sister Champa Begum was 
scheduled to testify before 
the court in the case yester-
day, the report said.

Champa claimed that 
Rajib and his associates 
had verbally abused her 
on the court premises be-
fore the hearing, the report 
added.

Geneva, Aug. 29 (IANS/AKI): Barely 
three fifths of child refugees are re-
ceiving a primary school education 
and the number who do not attend 
school has jumped by 500,000 in 
the past year to reach four million, 
the United Nations warned on 
Wednesday.

“Education is a way to help 
children heal, but it is also key to 
rebuilding their countries,” said 
Filippo Grandi, the head of the UN 
refugee agency UNHCR. “Without 
education, the future of these chil-
dren and their communities will be 
irrevocably damaged.”

Only 61 per cent of refugee 
children attend primary school, 
compared to 92 per cent of children 
globally, according to the UN’s new 
report ‘Turn the Tide: Refugee Edu-
cation in Crisis’. 

And as children get older, this 
gap in opportunities between refu-
gee children and their non-refugee 
peers widens, the report showed.

Just 23 per cent of refugee 
children are attending secondary 
school against 84 per cent world-
wide. And only one per cent were 
enrolled in higher education, com-
pared with 37 per cent globally. 

This figure has remained un-
changed for the past three years, 
the report said, calling the gap at 
tertiary level “a chasm”.

Despite the efforts of govern-
ments, UNHCR and its partners, 
enrolment of refugee children in 
school was failing to keep pace with 
the growing refugee population, the 
report warns.

Children made up over half (52 
per cent) of the 25.4 million refu-

gees registered worldwide by the 
end of 2017, and 7.4 million among 
them were of school age, the report 
said.

“Based on current patterns, 
unless urgent investment is under-
taken, hundreds of thousands more 
children will join these disturbing 
statistics,” Grandi stated.

Attending school also played 
a vital role in helping refugee chil-
dren find respite from the trauma 
of conflict and forced displacement 
and to re-adjust from this, Grandi 
underlined.

“School is the first place in 
months or even years where refu-
gee children find any normality,” 
Grandi said.

Education must be considered 
fundamental in responding to refu-
gee emergencies, the report said. 

It called on host countries to 
enrol refugee children in national 
education systems all the way 
through primary and secondary 
school, so they gain recognised 
qualifications enabling them to 
enrol in university or higher voca-
tional training.

Almost all school-age refugees 
(92 per cent) were living in coun-
tries in developing regions, the 
report noted, urging greater finan-
cial support from nations as well as 
action to ensure all child refugees 
get “the quality of education they 
deserve”.

The report called for stronger 
partnerships with the private sec-
tor, humanitarian and develop-
ment organisations and govern-
ments to increase “sustainable 
solutions for refugee education”.

Naypyidaw, Aug. 29 (IANS): Myan-
mar on Wednesday rejected a UN 
report that said there was evidence 
of genocide in the military operation 
carried out by the Myanmar govern-
ment against the Muslim Rohingya 
minority.

“We didn’t allow the FFM (Fact 
Finding Mission) to enter into My-
anmar, that’s why we don’t agree and 
accept any resolutions made by the 
Human Rights Council,” Myanmar’s 
newspaper Global New Light quoted 
government spokesperson Zaw Htay 
as saying. 

On Monday, UN experts re-
ported that there is evidence of 
intentional genocide and crimes 

against humanity perpetrated on a 
large scale.

The mission condemned the 
government of Nobel Peace laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi for failing to stop 
the violence and recommended the 
establishment of an international 
court to investigate and prosecute 
the alleged perpetrators belonging 
to the armed forces. Htay said that 
the government has already formed 
an independent commission to 
“respond to false allegations made 
by the UN agencies and other inter-
national communities”.

Myanmar does not recognize 
the Rohingyas as one of the nation’s 
ethnic groups but considers them to 

be illegal Bangladeshi immigrants, 
subjecting them to various kinds of 
discrimination.

Both the army and the Myanmar 
government have rejected all accu-
sations of human rights violations.

Humanitarian NGO, Doctors 
Without Borders, estimated that at 
least 6,700 Rohingyas, including 730 
children under the age of five, died as 
a result of the violence unleashed by 
the military offensive. 

Soldiers have been accused of 
committing murders, mass rapes 
and burning the homes of the Ro-
hingyas in Myanmar’s Rakhine state, 
the home of this ethnic minority 
community.
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American singer Nick Jonas’s mother Denise joked about her lack of dance skills as she shared 
a video from a party which celebrated her son’s engagement to actress Priyanka Chopra. Not 
only was the August 18 celebration the first time the couple’s families met, it was also the 
perfect setting for some dancing. The singer’s mother Denise fondly remembered the festivi-
ties on Instagram on Tuesday, sharing a video of herself and Priyanka’s mother Madhu, reports 
people.com. “Thank you Madhu for being patient with my lack of dance skills! I miss you. #en-
gagementparty,” Denise captioned footage of a special moment between her and Madhu. The 
Jonas matriarch visited her future daughter-in-law’s home country for the first time along with 
husband Kevin Jonas Sr. Priyanka’s mother recently gushed about Nick’s father on Instagram, 
posting a photo of the pair at the engagement party. “New reason and season for joy,” she 
wrote. (IANS)

When Nick, Priyanka’s mothers matched steps to Punjabi song

Street jam session in Kohima collects INR 28,880 for Kiphire

She made our world a better place: 
Taylor Swift on Aretha Franklin

Nikki Sixx and 
Tommy Lee reunite for 
mystery studio project

Kylie Jenner joins Kendall and 
Kanye as an Adidas ambassador

Ariana Grande to 
perform at Aretha 
Franklin’s funeral

T
o raise funds for 
the people affected 
by landslides in 
Kiphire, a street 
jamming session 

initiated by a social network-
ing group- The Naga Blog 
along with Naga musicians 
community was held outside 
the Oking Hospital in Kohima 
on Aug. 29.

The street jamming session 
in the rain witnessed various 
musicians and dancers who 

have come together for the 
cause of the people of Kiphire.

Yanpvuo Kikon, founder of 
The Naga Blog said that unlike 
other concerts, the event was 
organised in such a way that 
any musician can pick up a 
guitar and jam in the streets 
of Kohima, sing and help 
raise funds for the citizens of 
Kiphire affected by natural 
disaster.

Students from various col-
leges came to perform during 

the event while passersby in-
cluding many school students 
made voluntary donations 
towards the cause. 

It may be mentioned that 
the roads to Kiphire have been 
cut off for over a month and 
the people of the district are 
facing dire shortage of essen-
tial commodities.

It was informed that a total 
of INR 28, 880 was collected 
during the session.

Our Correspondent

D
ays ahead of Aretha Franklin‘s funeral 
in her hometown, singer Taylor Swift 
honoured the late Queen of Soul.

On Tuesday evening, the Reputa-
tion singer, 28, performed at Detroit’s 

Ford Field where she asked the sold-out crowd to 
pay tribute to Franklin with a moment of silence, 
reports people.com.

“Last week we lost an irreplaceable force. 
Aretha Franklin did so much for music, 
she did so much for women’s rights, 
she did so much for civil rights,” 
Swift told concertgoers as heard 
on videos shared by fans on 
social media.

“She was one of those 
people where no matter 
what you said, no matter 
what glowing positive thing 
you said about her, it would 
be an understatement. 
Words could never, ever de-
scribe how many things she 
did in her lifetime that made 
our world a better place. And 
this is her home.

“I would like it if we could 
have a moment of silence so that 
every single one of us could reflect 
on our love and respect for her and 
everything that she did in her life. So if we 
could please cut the lights, we’ll have a moment 
of silence for Aretha. We love you Aretha,” the pop 
star added. Franklin died at age 76 of pancreatic 
cancer on August 16.

On Tuesday, the day of her funeral, which is 
open to the public, hundreds of people, 
some of whom spent the night on 

the sidewalk to save their spots 
in line, showed up to pay 

their respects at the 
Charles H. Wright 
Museum of 
African Ameri-
can History, the 

Detroit Free Press 
reported.

IANS

F
ormer Mötley Crüe bandmates Nikki Sixx and 
Tommy Lee have reunited for first time since 
the band split in 2015.

A picture of the pair appeared on Mötley 
Crüe Facebook page with the caption ‘28th 

August 2018.’ A brief clip of Lee playing drums also 
appeared on Instagram with the caption: “It’s that new 
shit!!!”

Though Mötley Crüe singer Vince Neil and guitar-
ist Mick Mars aren’t in the picture, producer Bob Rock 
does appear. Rock producer Crüe’s hit 1989 album Dr 
Feelgood.

Lee and Sixx didn’t give any hints to what they were 
doing, though fans speculated that they were working 
on music for the upcoming Netflix movie of The Dirt, 
based on their infamous 2001 biography.

Loudersound

I
t’s official: Kylie Jenner is joining 
the family business.

The reality star, 21, shared 
via social media on Tuesday that 
she’s the newest member of the 

Kardashian-Jenner family to sign a 
contract with Adidas.

Her older sister Kendall, 22, inked a 
deal with the brand in May 2017, while 
her brother-in-law Kanye West has 
worked with Adidas on his Yeezy line 
since 2015.

The younger Jenner sister had been 
under contract with Puma since Febru-
ary 2016, and likely jumped ship to join 
the rest of her family at Adidas.

The youngest “self-made billion-
aire” announced the news in the form 
of an Instagram Stories video, in which 
she can be seen wearing a pair of Adi-
das Falcon sneakers. “So excited to an-
nounce that I am officially an #adidas 
Ambassador,” she captioned the clip.

This explains why Jenner has been 
spotted wearing the brand’s sneakers 
almost exclusively as of late — as well 
as the personalized pairs that were sent 
to the star’s friends and family in ad-
vance of her 21st birthday celebrations.

And with fashion week just around 
the corner, it’s pretty much guaranteed 
this new mom will be sporting three 
stripes.

pagesix.com

A
riana 
Grande 
will be 
among 
the per-
formers 
who 
will pay 
tribute 

to Aretha 
Franklin at 

her funeral 
Friday.

Grande 
will be among 

entertainers Steve 
Wonder, Jennifer Hud-

son, Fantasia, Faith Hill, Shirley 
Caesar, Chaka Khan and more.

Franklin’s rep, Gwendolyn Quinn, 
says Franklin met Grande when the 
two performed at the White House 
in 2014 for then-President Barack 

Obama and first lady Michelle 
Obama as part of the “Women 
of Soul” concert.

Quinn says Franklin en-
joyed meeting Grande at the 
time.

Franklin’s family was 
moved by Grande’s perform-
ance of “(You Make Me Feel 
Like) A Natural Woman” after 

Franklin’s Aug. 16 death.
Grande performed the 

song with The Roots on 
“The Tonight Show 

Starring Jimmy 
Fallon.” 

Besides 
performers, 
speakers 
include former 

President Bill 
Clinton, 

the Rev. 
Jesse 

Jack-
son 
and 

Smokey 
Robin-
son.

pag-
esix.com

5.30 PM ALPHA (Eng) 2D

12:00 PM,  8:00 PM
HAPPY PHIR 

BHAGJAYEGI (Hindi) 

3:00 PM
GENIUS (Hindi) 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150, Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
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Cristiano Ronaldo

Jamie Vardy 

AP/PTI

File photo of Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli, second left, congratulating his teammates after they won the third cricket test match against England 
by 203 runs at Trent Bridge in Nottingham, England on Aug. 22. 

AP/PTI

Patty Schnyder, left, of Switzerland, and Maria Sharapova, of Russia, shake hands after Sharapova won their 
first round match at the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York on Tue. Aug. 28.

Undefeated Thai boxer Wanheng Menayothin has now surpassed Floyd Mayweather’s undefeated record.

Confident India aim to level series in 4th Test Ronaldo to skip two Portugal games 
to focus on Juventus — Reports

Thai ‘dwarf giant’ boxer surpasses 
Mayweather record with 51st win

Sharapova edges past spirited Schnyder at Flushing Meadows

England’s Jamie Vardy to retire from international football Tuensang District Football Association Cup from Sep. 13

Olympic a distant dream despite Asiad boost — Esports chief

Southampton, Aug. 29 
(IANS): After a morale-
boosting win at Notting-
ham, India will be aiming to 
level the five-match rubber 
when they take on England 
in the fourth cricket Test 
starting at the Rose Bowl 
Ground here from Thurs-
day.

After a narrow 31-run 
loss in the first Test at Edg-
baston, the visitors suffered 
an innings defeat at Lord’s 
and were on the verge of 
losing the series. However, 
the Virat Kohli-led Indian 
team bounced back in the 
third Test to register an 
emphatic 203-run victory, 
keeping the series alive.

Kohli’s side still trail 1-2 
in the series and will be eye-
ing to replicate their previ-
ous show to level the series 
before going to the decider.

On Thursday, the In-
dian skipper is most likely 
expected to stick with the 
winning combination. 

Kohli currently leads the 
run charts with 440 runs, 
which includes two centu-
ries and as many half-cen-
turies and once again, the 
Indian batting will more or 
less depend on the 29-year-
old.

Vice captain Ajinkya Ra-
hane and Cheteshwar Pu-
jara scored 81 and 72 runs 
respectively in the third Test 

and both will need to repeat 
their performance here.

With Murali Vijay axed 
from the remainder of the 
series, Shikhar Dhawan and 
Lokesh Rahul would once 
again open India’s batting, 
while Hardik Pandya is like-
ly to be retained in the play-
ing XI after his all-round 
show in the third Test.

Hardik had bagged 
six wickets conceding 50 
runs at Nottingham be-
side playing an unbeaten 
52-run knock in the sec-
ond innings. In the bowling 
department, the visitors 
would in all likelihood opt 
for three pacers, keeping in 
mind the green-top laid out 

for the fourth Test.
The trio of Jasprit Bum-

rah, Ishant Sharma and Mo-
hammed Shami returned a 
handful from the third Test, 
with Bumrah’s fifer ripping 
through the English batting 
order in the second essay. 

Ravichandran Ashwin is 
expected to recover from his 
injury and will shoulder the 
responsibility as the lone 
spinner in the side, and in 
case of a forced change, 
left-arm spinner Ravindra 
Jadeja is already warming 
the bench for the first three 
Tests. On the other hand, 
England will hope their mis-
firing opening combination 
of Alastair Cook and Keaton 

Jennings to give them a 
decent start.

England’s batting so far, 
has revolved around the 
likes of skipper Joe Root, 
Jos Buttler and injured 
stumper Jonny Bairstow, 
who is expected to play as 
a specialist batsman in the 
fourth Test.

Batsman James Vince 
was called up to the Eng-
land squad as cover for 
Bairstow, but there are 
growing calls for his inclu-
sion into the playing eleven 
nevertheless.

The bowling unit will 
once again be on expected 
lines with the star pair of 
James Anderson and Stuart 
Broad leading the attack 
that comprises all-round-
ers Ben Stokes and Chris 
Woakes. 

It will be interesting to 
see whether England will 
persist with leg-spinner 
Adil Rashid or bring in an 
additional batsman and 
part-time spinner in Moeen 
Ali to bolster their batting.
Squads: 
India: Virat Kohli (Cap-
tain), Shikhar Dhawan, 
Prithvi Shaw, Lokesh Rahul, 
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya 
Rahane, Dinesh Karthik, 
Rishabh Pant (WK), Karun 
Nair, Hardik Pandya, Ravi-
chandran Ashwin, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Hanuma Vihari, 
Ishant Sharma, Umesh Ya-
dav, Shardul Thakur, Mo-
hammed Shami, Jasprit 
Bumrah.
England: Joe Root (Cap-
tain), Alastair Cook, Keaton 
Jennings, Jonny Bairstow 
(WK), Jos Buttler (WK), 
Oliver Pope, Moeen Ali, Adil 
Rashid, Sam Curran, James 
Anderson, Stuart Broad, 
Chris Woakes, Ben Stokes, 
James Vince.

Milan, Aug. 29 (AFP): Portu-
gal captain Cristiano Ron-
aldo will skip his country’s 
next two internationals in-
cluding a Nations League 
game against Italy in order 
to focus on his new club 
Juventus, Italian media re-
ported on Wednesday.

According to Gazzetta 
dello Sport, Portugal’s all-
time top goalscorer and 
skipper wants to make his 

new team the priority and 
will remain in Turin to be in 
top physical shape and to 
get to know his new team-
mates better.

The 33-year-old Ron-
aldo will reportedly miss 
a friendly against World 
Cup runners-up Croatia on 
September 6 and a Nations 
League game on Septem-
ber 10 against Italy.

The five-time Ballon 

Bangkok, Aug. 29 (AFP): Thai boxer Wan-
heng Menayothin grabbed his 51st straight 
victory Wednesday in a long but lop-sided 
bout against a fighter from the Philippines, 
defending his WBC title and surpassing the 
undefeated record of boxing legend Floyd 
Mayweather Jr.

The 105-pound minimumweight 
champion, nicknamed the “dwarf giant” for 
his compact build and heavy hitting style, 
won on points after a bruising 12 rounds 
against Pedro Taduran in the Thai city of 
Nakhon Sawan .

Wanheng started strong, landing several 
hard rights in the early rounds that seemed 
to daze Taduran and signal a quick route.

But the 21-year-old southpaw from 
the Philippines lived up to his alias “Rattle 
Snake”, enduring the abuse and biting back 
in the fifth round with a flurry of punches.

The brief comeback was put down as 
Wanheng kept his composure in the second 
half of the bout, delivering clean hits that 
left Taduran visibly tired.

Wanheng, 32, shot to unlikely fighting 
fame in May when he dispatched Pana-

manian Leroy Estrada, equaling “Money” 
Mayweather’s win streak.

All three judges scored in his favour after 
the final round. Wanheng’s record-busting 
quest has generated buzz in Thailand and 
in boxing media outlets.

But it has also been shrugged off as a 
statistical quirk because of the two very dif-
ferent careers of the famous, flashy Ameri-
can and the soft-spoken Thai.

Wanheng has fought undistinguished 
rivals on home turf while Mayweather 
defeated some of the sport’s all-time greats 
including Manny Pacquiao and Oscar De 
La Hoya.

Mayweather’s fights also come with 
huge purses, like the $100 million on offer 
when he was teased from retirement last 
year to take on MMA star Conor McGregor.

Wanheng’s legal name is Chayaphon 
Moonsri but he also fights under the alias 
“Five-Star Grilled Chicken” due to a spon-
sorship deal with a Thai food company.

His latest win brings him level with 
Mexican flyweight Ricardo Lopez, who re-
tired with 51 wins, one draw and no losses.

Dimapur, Aug. 29 (EMN): 
The Tuensang District Foot-
ball Association (TDFA) will 
be organising the TDFA Cup 
from Sep. 13 at the parade 
ground in Tuensang under 
the theme: ‘Surpass the 
game’.

The TDFA issued a 
press release on Wed. Aug. 
29 through its president 

and general secretary.
The association invites 

interested teams and clubs 
of Tuensang district to col-
lect the forms from Onrush 
Cave near tower clock and 
Olympic dealer, GHSS road 
from Sep. 3 onwards. The 
last date of submission of 
forms is Sep. 11.

The cup carries a cash 

prize of INR 60000 with 
trophy, medals, and cer-
tificates for the champion; 
INR 30000 with medals and 
certificates for the runners-
up.

Individual prizes such 
as the golden boot, golden 
ball, and golden glove car-
ries a cash prize of INR 
5000 with certificates.

New York, Aug. 29 (Re-
uters): Maria Sharapova 
overcame a shaky start and 
survived a spirited fight-
back from Patty Schnyder 
to defeat the Swiss veteran 
6-2 7-6(6) in the first round 
of the U.S. Open on Tues-
day.

Five-times Grand Slam 
champion Sharapova, who 
won at Flushing Meadows 
in 2006, struggled with her 
serve at times in the open-
ing set but Schnyder failed 
to take full advantage.

The Swiss retired from 
tennis after being beaten 
in the first round of the 
French Open in 2011 but 
returned in 2015 and last 
week became the oldest 
woman qualifier to reach 
the main draw of a Grand 
Slam at the age of 39 years 
and eight months.

She was handed an 
early break by Sharapova 
after the Russian made 
three double faults in her 
opening service game, but 
double faulted on break 
point on her own serve to 
hand the initiative straight 

Jakarta, Aug. 29 (Reuters): 
Esports’ Olympic inclusion 
remains a distant dream 
despite its successful Asian 
Games debut as a demon-
stration sport in Jakarta, the 
game’s continental chief 
said on Wednesday.

Last November, the In-
ternational Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) recognised 
esports as a sporting activ-
ity and it is set to be a full 
medal event at the 2022 
Asian Games in Hangzhou.

“Asian Games under our 
belt, we’re so looking for-
ward to what we are going 
to do in the next year or so,” 
president of Asian Electron-
ic Sports Federation (AESF) 
Kenneth Fok told reporters.

“ M a n y  a r e  a s k i n g 
whether it would be includ-
ed in the Olympics. Simple 
answer is - I don’t know. It 
is really upto the Olympic 
Committee and the society 
to judge.”

IOC president 
Thomas Bach 
said in April that 
esports with vio-
lent or discrimi-
natory content 
cannot be con-
sidered for Olym-
pics.

Three months later, the 
governing body, grappling 
with an ageing audience 
and the waning appeal of 
several traditional Olympic 
sports, hosted an esport 

forum at the Olympic Mu-
seum in Lausanne.

“There needs to be a 
give-and-take between the 
two worlds since no one 
side will easily convince the 
other to completely change 

their 

c o n -
cepts and ideals...” Fok said.

“I never know where 
we’ll be in four years’ time. 
I didn’t know I’ll be here 
four years ago when I was 
at Incheon Games.

“Four years is a long 

time in the world of tech-
nology. All we do is we work 
hard together and take one 
step at a time.”

The International e-
Sports Federation (IeSF) 
is in talks with organisers 

of the Paris 2024 Olympics 
about incorporating the dis-
cipline as a demonstration 
sport at the Games.

Fok said Southeast 
Asian Games organisers 
have also agreed in prin-

ciple to include esports as 
a medal event in next year’s 
edition in the Philippines.

“We’ll take it one step 
at a time, to grow esports 
according to Olympic prin-
ciples and ideals,” Fok said.

A E S F  v i c e 
p r e s i d e n t 
L o k e s h  Su j i 
said the Asiad 
had given the 
gamers a dig-
nified identity.

“This inclu-
sion has converted a gamer 
into an athlete. Their ac-
creditation card identifies 
them as ‘athlete’.

“Prior to that, they were 
called gamers, or pro-gam-
ers and what not. That’s a 

transformation.”
The AESF officials’ at-

tention was drawn to the 
killing of two competitors 
by a gamer at a Jacksonville 
video game tournament on 
Sunday.

They found it unfair to 
link such cases with video 
games.

“Esports or gaming is 
largely focused in China, 
Korea and southeast Asia 
but you never come across 
this kind of episode in this 
part of the world,” Suji said.

“It’s really sad that every 
time something happens in 
the U.S., everybody starts 
blaming video games. It’s 
the bigger issue of gun con-
trol.”

d’Or winner signed for Ital-
ian champions Juventus 
this summer from Real 
Madrid for 100 million 
euros.

Juventus have won 
their first two champion-
ship games this season as 
they chase an eighth con-
secutive league title but 
Ronaldo has yet to score 
for his new club.

The superstar also 
wants to help the Turin 
club win the Champions 
League after twice finish-
ing runners-up in the past 
four seasons.

Ronaldo’s stunning 
overhead bicycle kick for 
Real Madrid against Juven-
tus has been voted UEFA’s 
goal of the season.

The striker beat com-
petition from 11 nominees 
for the award in honour 
of his goal in last season’s 
Champions League quar-
ter-final first leg in Turin.

“Thanks to everyone 
who voted for me. Will 
never forget that moment, 
specially the reaction of 
the fans in the stadium,” 
the Portuguese superstar 
said on Twitter, using the 
hashtag #SpecialMoment.

back.
With the first four ser-

vice games all broken, 
Sharapova held for the first 
time to take a 3-2 lead and, 
having got her nose in front, 
found both her rhythm and 

serve and began dictating 
play from the baseline.

The 22nd seed wrapped 
up the first set in 40 minutes 
and was leading 5-1 in the 
second before Schnyder 
embarked on a remarkable 

rally.
Schnyder started to take 

the pace off the ball to gain 
a greater degree of control 
and the approach paid divi-
dends as Sharapova’s error 
count mounted.

London, Aug.29 (IANS): 
English striker Jamie Vardy 
has decided to retire from 
international football ac-
cording to an interview 
published in The Guardian 
newspaper.

The Leicester City’s 
striker who will turn 32 in 
January, has played 26 times 
for England scoring seven 
times and has been part of 
every national squad since 
he first picked to represent 
his country in May 2015, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

Vardy has communi-
cated his decision to Eng-
lish coach Gareth Southgate 
two weeks ago.

“To be honest with you, 
this has been on my mind 
for a while,” he commented 
on Tuesday, explaining he 
had told Southgate it was 
“best to bring youngsters 
in who he thinks have got 
the ability and start nurtur-
ing them into international 
football.”

He admitted that the 
fact he is always likely to 

The Russian, who hit 
22 winners but made 46 
unforced errors, needed 
four match points to end 
Schnyder’s resistance as the 
match went to a tiebreak, 
eventually sealing victory 
with a powerful forehand 
winner.

“I started making a lot 
of mistakes,” Sharapova 
said. “She became really 
consistent. I think I just 
really wanted to finish it off 
and was just giving her a lot 
of free looks.

“I still have a lot of 
things to work on.”

Sharapova next faces 
Romanian Sorana Cirstea, 
who she expects to come 
hard and fast at her.

“She’s someone that 
plays extremely aggressive,” 
Sharapova said. “Some-
times you don’t really know 
what you’re going to get in a 
matchup like that.

“But for me I think just 
stepping away from who 
I’m playing, zoning in on 
what I need to improve 
on, that will be my focus. 
There’s quite a few things.”

be substitute to England 
captain, Harry Kane had 
also “had an impact” in his 
decision.

“When you get selected, 
you want to be playing. 
If you’re playing week in, 
week out for your club, you 
want to be going to England 
to play as well. 

“And if it’s not happen-
ing, then for me personally 
now, at this age, it’s better to 
be at home, spending that 
time with my family and 
training with my club, pre-
paring for the next game af-
ter the international break,” 
he said.

Vardy has played at ev-

ery level of English football 
and commented that he 
had first thought about his 
international retirement af-
ter the World Cup, although 
he described Southgate as 
a brilliant coach and added 
that if England suffered a se-
rious injury crisis, he would 
return if he was needed.
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Menguzelie Rutsa, in blue, of New Market in action against a 
Vanguard FC player during their semi-final match on Wednesday.

EM Images

Indian athlete Swapna Barman celebrates after winning the gold medal in the women's heptathlon event 
at the 18th Asian Games, in Jakarta, Indonesia on Wed. Aug. 29.

PTI

Gold medal winner India's Arpinder Singh celebrates at the medal 
ceremony of men's triple jump event at the 18th Asian Games in 
Jakarta, Indonesia on Wed. Aug. 29.

PTI

India's Dutee Chand competes in the women's 200m final event at 
the 18th Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Wed. Aug. 29.

PTI

Joachim Loew, coach of the German national soccer team, gestures 
during his first news conference after the World Cup in Munich, 
Germany on Wed. Aug. 29.

AP/PTI

Jalpaiguri celebrates as daughter of 
rickshaw-puller scripts Asiad history

Medal standingsArpinder bags gold 
in men's triple jump

Sechu Zubza and New Market in KTC Cup final

Dutee wins silver in 200m race

Loew rejects Ozil's accusations of racism in German FA

James Rodriguez left out of Colombia squad

Sharath-Manika lose in mixed 
doubles TT semis, take bronze
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Munich (Germany), Aug. 
29 (AFP): Joachim Loew 
has rejected Mesut Ozil's ac-
cusations of racism within 
the German FA as the head 
coach gave his analysis of 
Germany's World Cup de-
bacle on Wednesday.

"Mesut made allega-
tions of racism, but I can 
clearly say that in the DFB, 
there has never been rac-
ist comments," Loew said 
while announcing the Ger-
many squad to face world 
champions France in Mu-
nich on September 6, then 
Peru three days later.

"The players with an 
immigration background 
have always enjoyed play-
ing for us and nothing has 
changed," added Loew who 
has been head coach since 
2006.

Arsenal midfielder Ozil 
retired from international 
football on July 22 with a 
stinging three-page state-
ment, in which he accused 
DFB president Reinhard 

Jakarta, Aug. 29 (IANS): In-
dia's Dutee Chand grabbed 
her second silver medal at 
the 18th Asian Games af-
ter finishing second in the 
women's 200 metres race 
here on Wednesday.

Dutee, who also won 
silver medal in the 100m, 
clocked 23.20 seconds to 
finish behind Bahrain's 
Edidiong Odiong, who 
claimed the gold medal in 
22.96 seconds.

Wei Yongli of China won 
the bronze medal with a 
timing of 23.27 seconds 
at the Gelora Bung Karno 
Sports Stadium.

Odisha athlete Dutee 
had topped the standings 
in the semi-finals with a 
timing of 23.00 seconds 
-- her personal best, while 
Odiong was second in 23.01 
seconds on Tuesday.

In the final, the 22-year-
old Dutee was 0.20 seconds 
slower than her Tuesday's 
performance. Running in 
the third lane, Dutee start-
ed strong and in the first 

3040 metres she was in the 
third position. 

But she peaked and 
gave a  tough f ight  to 
21-year-old Odiong, who 
seemed the favourite from 
the start. After the 7-metre 
mark, it was nearly obvious 
that the top two positions 
would be taken by Odiong 
and Dutee respectively. 

Odiong, with a long 
stride, never looked beat-
able by Dutee. The latter 
then just had to held off 
Yongli, who was pushing to 
the limit.

Asian Championships 
bronze medallist Olga Saf-
ronova, who had finished 
a spot ahead of Dutee in 
the Bhubaneswar meet in 
2017, claimed the fourth 
spot. The Kazakh sprinter 
finished with a timing of 
23.32.

The two medals for 
Dutee at this Games meant 
that her career had taken a 
completely different turn 
after she was barred in 2014 
for high androgen levels.

Jakarta, Aug. 29 (IANS): 
The Indian mixed dou-
bles table tennis pair of 
Achanta Sharath Kamal 
and Manika Batra bagged 
the first-ever bronze 
medal in the sport after 
going down in the semi-
finals of the 18th Asian 
Games here on Wednes-
day.

Sharath-Manika were 
outplayed 4-1 (9-11, 5-11, 
13-11, 4-11, 8-11) in 39 
minutes by China's Wang 
Chuqin and Sun Yingsha 
in the last-four clash.

Sharath and Manika, 
who defeated the North 
Korean pair of An Ji Song 
and Cha Hyo Sim 3-2 
(4-11, 12-10, 6-11, 11-6, 
11-8) in 38 minutes in the 
quarter-finals, got India's 
first doubles medal at the 
Asiad in the sport. 

It was also India's sec-
ond TT medal in Asiad 
history. The first medal 
came in this edition with 
the men's team winning 
a bronze medal.

"We came with a pur-
pose winning a medal in 
men team event, But we 
will return home with 
two bronze medals. That 
too for the first time ever," 

said an elated Sharath, 
who may have played his 
last Asian Games at 36.

Manika said on Twit-
ter: Proud and Happy to 
have been tied up with 
@sharathkamal1 in the 
mixed doubles event and 
secured a great partner-
ship to achieve a bronze 
for the country. It also 
feels great to be the only 
Indian female Asiad 
medalist in Table Tennis."

Earlier in the day, 
Sharath-Manika ham-
mered Malaysia's Javen 
Choong and Karen Dick 
3-0 (11-2, 11-5, 11-8) in 
the Round-of-32 before 
going past the South Ko-
rean pair of Lee Sangsu 
and Jeon Jihee with a 3-2 
(11-7, 7-11, 11-8, 10-12, 
11-4) victory in 38 min-
utes.

Another Indian pair, 
Anthony Amalraj and 
Madhurika Patkar, lost 
1-3 (11-6, 7-11, 5-11, 4-11) 
to Hong Kong's Ho Kwan 
Kit and Lee Ho Ching in 
the pre-quarterfinals.

In the Round-of-32, 
Amalraj-Madhurika de-
feated Donny Aji and Lilis 
Indriani of Indonesia 3-1 
(11-4, 11-13, 11-8, 11-9).

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 29 (EMN): Se-
chu Zubza defeated Twenty 
XI Viswema 2-1 during their 
semi-final match at the on-
going KTC cup here at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Wednesday. New Market 
outclassed Vanguard FC 
Tseminyu 4-2 in the second 
semi-final match.

Last year's KTC Cup 
runners-up, New Market 
will now take on defending 
champion of Kohima Foot-
ball League Sechu Zubza in 
the final match of the KTC 
Cup on Saturday. 

Twenty XI Viswema 
were paid for their lack of 
finishing despite dominat-
ing the game as Sechu Zub-
za beat Twenty XI to enter 
the final.

Kolkata, Aug. 29 (IANS): 
Jalpaiguri town in North 
Bengal is ecstatic over its 
resident Swapna Barman, 
daughter of a van rickshaw 
puller, becoming the first 
Indian woman to achieve 
a top podium finish in the 
gruelling heptathlon event 
at the Asian Games.

Soon after  Swapna 
scripted history by clinching 
the gold at the 18th edition 
of the continental meet in 
Jakarta, people rushed out-
door, sweets were distrib-
uted, and many thronged 
her non-descript residence 

at Ghoshpara.
Her mother Basana 

could barely speak after 
getting the good news.

Praying since after-
noon for the success of her 
daughter, an animated Ba-
sona had stayed away from 
all the action, locking her-
self in the Kali temple built 
for her by Swapna only.

"I did not watch her per-
form. I was praying since 
2 in the afternoon. This 
temple is made by her only 
for me. I believe in Goddess 
Kali a lot. When I got the 
news, I could not control 

my emotions," Basona told 
IANS from Jalpaiguri.

Swapna's father, Pan-
chanan Barman was a van 
rickshaw puller but has 
been bedridden for the last 
few years due to old age 
problems.

"It was not easy for her. 
We could not meet her ex-
pectations all the time. She 
would never complain," 
added Basona in an emo-
tionally choked voice.

Sw a p n a  o f t e n  h a d 
a tough time finding the 
right competition shoes 
that would fit her as she 

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 102 67 50 219
Japan 52 47 62 162

South Korea 37 42 50 129
Indonesia 30 22 36 88
IR Iran 19 16 17 52
Chinese Taipei 13 17 21 51
Uzbekistan 12 17 16 45
DPR Korea 12 8 11 31
India 11 20 23 54
Thailand 9 13 36 58
Bahrain 9 3 6 18
Kazakhstan 8 9 34 51
Vietnam 4 15 13 32
Hong Kong 4 12 17 33
Malaysia 4 11 9 24
Qatar 4 3 3 10
Philippines 4 0 13 17
UAE 3 6 3 12
Singapore 3 4 10 17
Mongolia 3 3 6 12
Kyrgyzstan 2 6 10 18
Jordan 2 1 8 11
Kuwait 2 1 1 4
Cambodia 2 0 1 3

Saudi Arabia 1 2 1 4

Macau, China 1 2 1 4
Iraq 1 2 0 3
Lebanon              1 1 2 4
Korea 1 0 2 3
Lao PDR 0 2 2 4
Tajikistan 0 2 0 2
Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3
Nepal 0 1 0 1
Pakistan 0 0 3 3
Afghanistan 0 0 2 2
Myanmar 0 0 2 2

was born with six toes in 
both feet.

The extra width of her 
feet makes landing painful 
and shoes wear out quickly.

She found it difficult to 
meet the expenses of her 
equipment, said childhood 
coach Sukanta Sinha.

"I was her coach from 
2006-2013. She comes from 
a very poor family and could 
barely meet the expenses of 
training. I saw a spark in her 
when she was in the fourth 
standard. I started train-
ing her," said Sukanta who 
could not get past the state 
level himself, his best being 
a third place finish in triple 
jump in a inter district meet 
in Bengal in the 1980s.

"She was extremely 
stubborn and that worked 
in her favour. We at Raikot 
Para Sporting Association 
club supported her with all 
the equipment and shoes. 
Today I cannot express in 
words how happy I am," he 
added.

Swapna had finished 
fifth with a total of 5178 
points on debut at the 
Asian Games four years ago 
in Incheon as a teenager.

She sparkled at the 
Asian Athletics champion-
ships last year, where she 
bagged the gold.

The heptathlon is a 
seven-event contest which 
covers a range of track and 
field events and is spread 
over two days. The first 
day comprises 100m hur-
dles, high jump, shot put 
and 200m, while day two 
has long jump, javelin and 
800m.

Jakarta, Aug. 29 (IANS): 
Arpinder Singh on Wednes-
day ended India's 48-year 
wait for a gold medal in the 
men's triple jump event 
at the Asian Games as he 
returned with his best effort 
of 16.77 metres in the final.

Arpinder pipped Uz-
bekistan's Ruslan Kurbanov, 
who took the silver medal 
with a personal best jump 
of 16.62 metres. The bronze 
medal went to Chinese Cao 
Shuo, who jumped 16.56 
metres.

Before the 25-year-old 
Arpinder, the previous 
champion was Mohinder 
Singh Gill in 1970 with an 
effort of 16.11m.

Another Indian in the 
fray, A.V. Rakesh Babu was 
sixth with a best attempt of 
16.40 metres.

On Wednesday, Ar-
pinder flopped in his first 
attempt. After the invalid 
jump, he came back strong 
with a jump of 16.58 me-
tres in the second attempt 

which made him the leader 
after the first two attempts.

Babu, in his second at-
tempt of 16.40, was second 
behind his compatriot, even 
as Ruslan till then had his 
best of 16.28.

Arpinder gained further 
ascendancy when he came 
out with a jump of 16.77m. 
Ruslan too made his best 
attempt of 16.62 metres. 
The Uzbek athlete however 
could not topple Arpinder 
as the former made at-
tempts of 15.99, 16.43, 16.41 
in his final three chances 
respectively.

Arpinder jumped 16.08 
in his fourth attempt be-
fore fouling the last two 
attempts.

China's Cao delivered 
his best in his sixth and 
last attempt with a jump of 
16.56 to push Japanese Ko-
hei Yamashita to the fourth 
spot. Yamashita had fouled 
his last three attempts. His 
best of 16.46 came in his 
third attempt.

In the match, Sechu 
Zubza opened the scoring 
through Hanglen Chang 

in the 23rd minute. Twenty 
failed to break the deadlock 
despite their chances that 

Bogota, Aug. 29 (IANS): FC 
Bayern Munich midfielder 
James Rodriguez has been 
left out of Colombia's squad 
for upcoming international 
friendlies against Venezuela 
and Argentina, the Colom-
bian Football Federation 
(FCF) said.

Interim coach Arturo 
Reyes said on Tuesday that 
the 27-year-old's omission 
would allow him to con-
tinue his recovery from a 
calf injury sustained during 
the World Cup in Russia in 
June, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

"It was agreed that it was 
not the right time to call him 
up," said Reyes, who was 
named caretaker coach last 
week amid an impasse in 
the FCF's attempt to renew 
the contract of Jose Peker-
man.

"He will certainly be 
with us for the next friend-
lies, but the most impor-
tant thing for now is that 
he completes his recovery 
process and gets back into 
matches progressively," 
Reyes added.

Center-back Yerry Mina, 
who joined Everton from 

came their way.
The second half saw the 

introduction to Viho Kin for 
Twenty XI, who found the 
net with a cool finishing in 
the 50th minute to hand the 
equaliser.

But Sechu Zubza found 
the way back to take the 
lead again though Aloumei 
Panmei.  A through ball 
from his teammate into the 
area found him as he took 
the opportunity to pass the 
defender and scored the 
winning goal in the 73rd 
minute.
New Market win
Last year runners-up New 
Market edged out Vanguard 
FC 4-2 in the second en-
counter. Menguzelie Rutsa 
scored a brace in the second 
half to make sure New Mar-

ket team entered the final. 
In the first half, Ketho-

zhapu Meru scored in the 
27th minute to take the 
lead for New Market in the 
first half.

Menguzelie Rutsa dou-
bled the lead in the 47th 
minute for New Market.  

Yhanshalo Kemp did 
score in the 50th minute for 
Vanguard from a defensive 
error to make it 1-2.

But Menguzelie Rutsa 
went on to score his second 
goal in the 55th minute and 
Rhitsho Mero also found 
the net in the 78th minute 
to make it 4-1.

Mathew Kezhose scored 
a stunner from the corner 
kick in the 80th minute but 
it was too late as New Mar-
ket defended the score.

Grindel directly of racism.
This is the first time 

Loew has commented on 
the Ozil saga.

"His advisor called me 
to inform me that Mesut 
would issue the third part of 
his statement," added Loew.

"The player himself did 
not call me, which normally 
players have done in the 
past.

"Mesut has still not 
called me and for the last 
two weeks I have unsuc-

cessfully tried to reach him.
"He has chosen this 

path - I have to accept that."
Ozil and Ilkay Gundo-

gan, who were both born 
in Germany to Turkish 
parents, sparked a politi-
cal storm on the eve of the 
World Cup by meeting Tur-
key president Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan.

When Erdogan's of-
fice put out pictures of the 
meeting, the pair's loyalty 
to Germany was hotly ques-

tioned, sparking fierce de-
bate about integration, and 
they were attacked by Ger-
man far-right politicians.

Ozil walked away from 
the German set up after the 
World Cup, complaining of 
facing "racism and disre-
spect" and specifically took 
aim at Grindel.

"In the eyes of Grindel 
and his supporters, I am 
German when we win, but I 
am an immigrant when we 
lose," Ozil wrote damningly.

Following Germany's 
World Cup debacle, finish-
ing bottom of their group in 
Russia, Loew announced on 
Wednesday that assistant 
coach Thomas Schneider 
has been demoted to chief 
scout. Sami Khedira, part 
of the team which won the 
2014 World Cup, is the big-
gest name casualty in the 
new squad, which included 
Gundogan as well as his 
Manchester City team-
mate Leroy Sane, who was 
dropped for the World Cup.

Barcelona this month, was 
also overlooked for the 
matches because of a foot 
injury.

Reyes included seven 
newcomers in the 24-man 
squad: John Janer Lucu-
mi, Cristian Borja, Jorman 
Campuzano, Sebastian 
Villa, Nicolas Bendetti, Luis 
Diaz and Alfredo Morelos.

Colombia will meet 
Venezuela in Miami on Sep-
tember 7 and Argentina in 
New Jersey four days later.
Colombia squad:
David Ospina (Napoli), 
Ivan Arboled (Banfield); 
Santiago Arias (Atletico 
Madrid), Davinson San-
chez (Tottenham), Jeison 
Murillo (Valencia), Jhon 
Lucumi (Genk), William 
Tesillo (Leon), Cristian Borja 
(Toluca), Helibelton Pa-
lacios (Nacional), Deiver 
Machado (Nacional); Juan 
Cuadrado (Juventus), Ma-
teus Uribe (Club America), 
Wilmar Barrios (Boca Ju-
niors), Sebastian Villa (Boca 
Juniors), Juan Fernando 
Quintero (River Plate), Gus-
tavo Cuellar (Flamengo), 
Yimmi Chara (Atletico Mi-
neiro), Nicolas Benedetti 

(Deportivo Cali), Jorman 
Campuzano (Nacional); 
Radamel Falcao (Monaco), 
Luis Muriel (Sevilla), Carlos 
Bacca (Villarreal), Alfredo 
Morelos (Rangers), Luis 
Diaz (Junior).

James Rodriguez 


