
Patients from Karbi Anglong district of Assam taking rest at a waiting shed outside the Dimapur District 
Hospital in Dimapur. 
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 Maximum health tourists are 
from Assam

 District Hospital, Nikos Hospital 
record highest number of health 
tourists with an average of 60% 
- 70% on monthly basis

 Private healthcare institutions 
provide substantial employment 
opportunity

 Ailments related to women tops 
among various treatments

Says contents of the ‘joint declaration’ were contrary 
to the Naga Hoho’s views about achieving peace  

Naga Hoho points 
finger at Ozukum  

NPF has no moral authority to 
criticise govt. functioning – NDPP 

Indian appointed 
UN Assistant 
Secretary-General

Patients without borders: Medical tourism witnesses upsurge in Dimapur

EastErn Mirror

Source: CMO

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, PWD Minister Tongpang Ozukum; and Transport, Civil Aviation and Railways Minister P Paiwang Konyak, having a meeting with 
members of the Nagaland Foot Hill Road Coordination Committee, along with senior government officials and department officers. During the meeting, 
various issues pertaining to the foothill road (trans-Nagaland expressway) from Khelma (Peren district) to Tizit (Mon district) via Niuland (Dimapur district) 
covering total 440 km was discussed. Another matter that was discussed at the meeting was the railway line from Dimapur to Tizit along the foothills. 

Foothill expressions
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Ronaldo wins UEFA Goal of 
the Season for bicycle kick 
vs Juventus  |  P12

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
The crack and deep po-
litical divide within and 
among leading Naga civil 
organisations continue to 
come to the fore: The Naga 
Hoho on Tuesday distanced 
itself from the joint declara-
tion made by its president, 
Chuba Ozukum, and the 
United Naga Council (UNC) 
on August 23, at Senapati in 
Manipur. 

According to a state-
ment from the Naga Hoho 
on Tuesday, its president 
had ‘taken a unilateral deci-
sion in signing the declara-
tion without discussing with 
the executive council or the 
federal assembly of Naga 
Hoho.’

It reminded that Ozu-
kum had been requested 
to demit office gracefully 
following a resolution that 

was passed on October 31 
2017 ‘taking into cognisance 
the letter served by the Ao 
Senden of its dissociation 
from the Naga Hoho and 
directing the president to 
resign from his post.’ 

“Besides, four tribes i.e. 
Pochury Hoho, Rengma 
Hoho, Chakhesang Public 
Organisation and Angami 
Public Organisation have 
put a stricture on the func-
tioning of the Naga Hoho 
and for which the executive 
has served a reminder to 
Chuba Ozukum to demit 
his office.

“Notwithstanding such 
requests, Chuba Ozukum in 
total defiance continues to 
issue press statements and 
has even gone to the extent 
of signing declaration as 
the president of Naga Hoho 
which is against the spirit of 

the ‘Yezabo’ (constitution) 
of the Naga Hoho,” the Naga 
Hoho statement read. 

It stated that the Naga 
Hoho was ‘appreciative’ 
of the Naga peace process 
and eagerly waiting for an 
‘honourable and final set-
tlement.’ “The inordinate 
delay caused by the govern-
ment of India is rueful and 
we urge for an expeditious 
settlement. 

“We shall continue to 
uphold the solidarity and 
unity of the Naga people 
and defend the rights of the 
Nagas in politics for secur-
ing lasting peace in our land 
as enshrined in our ‘Yezabo.’ 
Intimidation or ostracisa-
tion (sic) of certain section 
of people as contained in 
the declaration are contrar-
ian views of the Naga Hoho 
to achieve peace,” it stated.  

United Nations, Aug. 28 (IANS): De-
velopment and environment expert 
Satya S. Tripathi has been appointed 
an assistant Secretary-General and 
will head the UN Environment Pro-
gramme's New York office.

The appointment made Monday 
by Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres was announced by his Spokes-
person Stephane Guterres.

Tripathi is now the third Indian at 
the senior levels of the UN hierarchy.

He has served the UN for 20 
years in "Europe, Asia and Africa on 
strategic assignments in sustainable 
development, human rights, demo-
cratic governance and legal affairs," 
Dujarric said.

Tripathi has been the Senior 
Adviser on the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development at the UNEP 
since 2017.

A development economist and 
lawyer with over 35 years of experi-
ence, one of his key roles at the UN 
was as the UN Recovery Coordina-
tor for the $7 billion post-tsunami 
and post-conflict recovery efforts in 
Aceh and Nias in Indonesia. He also 
chaired the Committees on Laws and 
Treaties for the UN-mediated Cyprus 
unification talks in 2004.

Tripathi has commerce and law 
bachelors degrees and a masters in 
law from Behrampur University in 
Odisha.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) on Tuesday 
dismissed the Naga People Front’s 
(NPF) criticism of Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio’s Independence Day 
speech: The ruling party called 
the opposition’s criticism as one 
lacking intellectual content and 
substantive facts; that too, close 
to two weeks after the speech was 
delivered. 

According to a statement from 
the party, the NPF does not have 
the moral authority to raise the is-
sue of transparency, accountability 
and ‘VIP culture’ as the NPF regime 
under its ‘unmandated leaders’ in 
the past four years was the ‘epitome 
of corruption, manipulation and 
deceit.’ “The PDA government is 
against VIP culture and it will con-
tinue to take steps in removing the 
symbols and habits of VIP culture in 
every possible way.”

The NDPP stated further that 
the PDA government has left no 
stone unturned in providing relief, 
rehabilitation, and extend logistical 
support to those affected by the re-
cent monsoon-related emergency 
in the state. “Emergency services, 
disaster management teams, relief 
operations and humanitarian aid 
have been activated like never 
before. All members of displaced 
families have been given relief 
and financial aid for 30 days as per 
NDMA guidelines and the NSDMA 
is carrying out assessment of dam-
aged properties for onward sub-
mission to the higher authorities. 
Nowhere has a humanitarian crisis 
taken place due to calamities. 

“Perhaps the NPF should also 
appreciate that all PDA elected 
members and party officials in of-
ficial positions have all contributed 
one month’s salary towards the 
chief minister’s relief fund. Also, the 
rank and file of the party organisa-
tions of the PDA coalition parties 
generously contributed towards 
relief operations. The members of 
the PDA coordination committee 
also contributed generously and 
even carried out relief distribution 
activities including reaching out to 
the impacted sections to take first 
hand reports of the response of the 
government agencies. 

“We do not want to publicise 
our charitable activities, but since 
the NPF has made it into an issue, 
perhaps they would also do well to 
let the public know what humani-
tarian activities they have under-
taken to ease the lives of those who 
are suffering?” the statement read. 

Likewise, the party explained 

that the project to repair roads in 
the district headquarters within 60 
days of the PDA assuming power 
began on a war footing but chal-
lenges and conditions beyond 
control came in the way. “The Lok 
Sabha elections imposed a model 
code of conduct for more than a 
month and the heavy incessant 
rains created havoc stopping all 
repair and renovation works as 
the government agencies and ma-
chineries were directed towards 
emergency and relief operations all 
over the state. This is the reality that 
cannot be denied. 

“The PDA government assures 
that it’s commitment of good roads 
will not go undone, however it 
is only appropriate that we first 
combat the calamities first and 
then wait for the rains to subside 
or else it will be wasteful effort and 
expenditure.”

On the matter of law and order, 
it asserted that Nagaland had re-
turned to an environment of peace. 
At times, certain incidents do take 
place but the law enforcing agen-
cies have been alert and alive to the 
situation, it stated. 

“On the matter of a few agita-
tions that have emerged, we would 
like to make it clear that we are 
assessing each issue in a just and 
impartial manner. The fact of the 
matter is that we are only trying to 
clear the mess and confusion cre-
ated by the previous regimes of the 
last four years,” the NDPP stated. 

It advised the NPF not to point 
fingers at others as ‘we may be 
compelled to reveal and expose the 
activities of the NPF governments 
of the last four years, where their 
leaders enjoyed power, misused 
their positions and led the state to-
wards a downswing at the expense 
of somebody else’s mandate.’

“It is amusing to note that the 
NPF and Mr. TR Zeliang claiming 
responsibility for the initiatives 
of the PDA government even as it 
grapples with the failures of being 
a responsible opposition. It has no 
moral authority to claim respon-
sibility when its leader has been 
exposed for filing false affidavit and 
claiming false educational qualifi-
cation whereby the entire state has 
been embarrassed due to Mr. TR 
Zeliang’s lie that he had graduated 
from Kohima College under NEHU 
when both the Kohima College 
and the NEHU had declared in 
the court that there is no record of 
Mr. TR Zeliang having passed from 
their institutions. 

“Rather they declared that they 
only have records of him having 

failed. Despite these undeniable 
facts, the NPF party and its leader-
ship have declared Mr. TR Zeliang 
to be the ‘chief minister in waiting.’ 
This is the present state of affairs in 
the NPF today! This is just one of 
the many reasons why we say that 
the NPF has no moral authority to 
question others.”

On the urban local body (ULB) 
elections and women reservation, 
the party stated the NPF should 
either remain silent or apologise to 
the Naga people for the fiasco it cre-
ated and ‘for taking the entire Naga 
society into a deep state of crisis.’ 

“The uprising of the Naga peo-
ple and the spontaneous protests 
of the masses against the then NPF 
regime are testimony of the facts 
that the NPF had little regard for the 
welfare and feelings for the people 
other than their own personal ben-
efits. The NPF spokesperson must 
in fact think twice before advising 
the government on how to resolve 
the issue since it is well known how 
the NPF betrayed the people repre-
sented by the tribal hohos by going 
back on the agreement between the 
then chief Minister and the hohos 
represented by the JAC  in less than 
24 hours of signing it! 

“As for the PDA government, we 
have already instituted a Cabinet 
committee on women’s reserva-
tions and ULB elections and we will 
take all stakeholders on board with 
extensive deliberations and discus-
sions before any decision is taken. 
We will protect the interest, rights 
and culture of our people under all 
circumstances,” it sated. 

A high-powered committee has 
been set up to examine and report 
on the issue of ‘illegal immigrants,’ 
it added. “The Independence Day 
speech of the PDA government 
was visionary, ground breaking 
and contained several new initia-
tives aimed a starting a new era of 
progressive development in Naga-
land. However, it is also only a small 
glimpse of the new roadmap of 
development that the PDA govern-
ment has charted out for Nagaland 
in the near and coming future. 

“We assure the people that 
the PDA government will make 
every possible effort to work for 
the welfare of the people and we 
are committed towards bringing 
positive change and we appeal to 
all sections of the people to come 
forward and partner us in this new 
and exciting journey ahead and not 
be distracted by the false and mis-
leading intentions of failed leaders 
seeking publicity to be in the lime-
light,” the party stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 28: Patients 
from Nagaland had for long 
travelled to the neighbour-
ing states of Northeast re-
gion for better healthcare 
and medical facilities. The 
trend has turned around, 
but to a desirable develop-
ment. During the course 
of Eastern Mirror collect-
ing data from some of the 
major health institutions in 
Dimapur, it was found out 
that hospitals in the district 
are no stranger to patients 
from other states. 

From minor injuries to 
major operations, mild fe-
ver to high temperature, 
patients from states outside 
Nagaland are in constant 
search for better care at Di-
mapur’s hospitals. 

The medical superin-
tendent of the Dimapur 
District Hospital, Dr. Khes-
hito Zhimo, told Eastern 
Mirror that there were “no 
good hospitals” around the 
areas of Bokajan, Golaghat, 
Diphu, and Tinsukia region 
of Assam. Therefore, pa-
tients in stated areas come 
to the hospital for all sorts of 
treatment—this made As-
sam top the list of medical 
tourists coming to the state 
for treatment. 

Talking about patients 
from other Northeast states, 
the superintendent in-
formed that a few patients 
are from Manipur, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, and Tripu-
ra. However, patients from 
states such as Meghalaya, 
and Mizoram are very rare.  

Mamata dares Centre to start NRC 
exercise in Bengal  |  P8

Nobody wants to cast me in 
films — Milind Soman |  P10
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Maximum health tourists 
are from Assam

Dimapur District Hospital
According to the district 
hospital’s medical record 
department (MRD), an av-
erage of 60-70% of patients 
comes from outside the 
state monthly. 

“Although the number 
fluctuates every month, the 
average total remains the 
same,” said medical record 
in-charge Njemo M Ngullie. 

In the month of January 
2018, the total number of 
patients was 13561, includ-
ing those in the outpatient 

department (OPD) and pa-
tient department (IPD). The 
hospital also gives treat-
ment to an average of 404 
patients daily. 

Nikos Hospital
The administrative officer 
of Nikos Hospital, Faruk 
Ali, told Eastern Mirror that 
“about 70 % of patients are 
from outside Nagaland.” 
Majority of the patients 
are from the neighbouring 
states of Assam and a few 
from Manipur. On an aver-
age, 125 OPD and 12 IPD 
patients are admitted to the 
hospital daily, Ali added. 

Eden Medical Centre (EMC)
The medical institution 
treats cancer patients in 
Nagaland. According to the 
administrative officer of the 
centre, M Lily Kent, ‘Patients 
including locals and non-lo-
cals usually come for cancer 
treatment at the hospital.’ 
She said, “Out of 60 patients, 
maximum of six persons 
would be from other states.” 
Majority of these patients 
are from nearby areas such 
as Bokajan, Karbi-Anglong, 
and Diphu. She added that 
about three patients are ad-
mitted to the hospital daily.

JK Hospital
On a monthly basis, “an 
average of 10 to 20 patients 
is from Assam,” said Dr. LA 
Kikon, gynaecologist and 
proprietor of the hospital. 
He added that patients from 
Manipur also come to the 
hospital for medical treat-
ment. 

Christian Institute of Health 
Scientific Research (CIHSR)
An average of 24 IPD, in-
cluding local residents and 
those from other states are 
admitted daily. However, 
“finding the percentage of 
inpatients from outside of 
Nagaland is not possible 
since there is no data (on 
number of patients) col-
lected,” the hospital’s man-
agement said. 

Zion Hospital
The number of patients 
from outside Nagaland is 
12%, the hospital authority 
says. 

Private healthcare 
institutions provide 
substantial employment 
opportunity

EMC
Kent said that the hospital 
has a total of 274 employees, 
out of which 35 are non-lo-
cal persons. She maintained 
that most of the workers 

from other states are em-
ployed at fourth grade levels 
such as housing staff. A few 
of them are employed at 
grade-three levels such as-
sistants. However, “We don’t 
have any employees at grade 
one and grade two levels 
(administrative or executive 
tiers),” she said. 

CIHSR
According to data provided 
by the hospital, out of 423 
employees, 156 are from 
outside the state. That 
means an average of 36.8% 
of the staff is from outside 
the state. 

Zion Hospital
A total of 16 employees are 
non-indigenous, according 
to the hospital’s record. Out 
of these employees, staff 
nurses constitute the high-
est number at nine, followed 
by lab technician, pharma-
cist, and grade-four staff. 

Nikos Hospital
At Nikos hospital, five em-
ployees out of 180 workers 
are from outside Nagaland.

JK Hospital
Unlike other private hospi-
tals that have non-indige-
nous employees, the pro-
prietor of JK Hospital Dr. 
LA Kikon said that all the 
employees in the hospital 
were local.

District Hospital
The MRD in-charge Ngullie 
told Eastern Mirror that out 
of 230 employees, about six 
to seven of them were non-
indigenous employees.  

Ailments related to women 
tops among various 
treatments
Speaking about the types of 
treatment at the hospital, 
Nikos Hospital’s adminis-
trative officer Ali said that 
caesarean was the most 
common, followed by lapar-
oscopy diagnosis, normal 
delivery, and paediatrics. 
He pointed out that out of 
125 patients, 65 are patients 
seeking treatment for gy-
naecological problems.

From the district hospi-
tal, the MRD report shows 
that women-related treat-
ments such as obstetrics, 
caesarean, and normal de-
liveries are most common 
compared to other types of 
treatment. According to dis-
trict hospital’s January 2018 
report, there were 299 nor-
mal deliveries; 61 caesarean 
cases and more than 60 % 
for those seeking treatment 
for obstetrics issues. 

The manager of Faith 
Hospital, Limha, told East-
ern Mirror that In Vitro 
Fertilization was the most 
common treatment at the 
hospital. 



Kohima law students attend 
Asian conference in Bangkok

Dy. CM, NPP express faith in Conrad’s leadership

Phek DC visits Khuza EAC headquarters

PAC asks administration 
to act against extortion

Rengmas in Bangalore 
welcome new students  

Prime accused  in 
murder case arrested 

CORRECTIONS
This is to correct a number of details in the news item “Mu-
sicians give their hearts to people with disabilities,” which 
was published in this daily on Aug. 28. The name of the 
club should be read as Metanoia. Dr. Atha Vizol was the 
special guest. Metanoia Club’s treasurer is Senilo Kath, and 
the programme was held on August 25, and not as rendered.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263
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Student representatives at the Asian conference of 
law at Bangkok Silon in Thailand.

Administrative officers of Phek district along with officials and village functionaries during the visit to 
Khuza’s EAC headquarters on August 25.

Khontele Seb addressing the Rengma Students’ Union event.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
Deputy Chief Minister of 
Nagaland Y Patton, ex-
pressed happiness over 
the victory of the National 
People’s Party (NPP) chief, 
Conrad K Sangma in the 
recently concluded south 
Tura by-election. 

Patton said that Sang-
ma’s victory reflected the 
trust and confidence of the 
people in his leadership. 

While congratulating 
Sangma, Patton expressed 
hope that the Meghalaya 
government will deliver 
stable government and 
pave way for better coordi-

nation among the leaders 
of the north-eastern states 
under his leadership of 
Conrad Sangma.
NPP: The National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP), Naga-
land state has congratu-
lated the Chief Minister 
of Meghalaya Conrad K 
Sangma, who is also the 
national president of the 
NPP, on the landmark 
victory with a mammoth 
margin of 8421 votes in 
the recently concluded by-
elections to the 51st south 
Tura constituency.

The party acknowl-
edged and appreciated 

the sacrifice made by 
former Union Minister of 
state Kr. Aghata K Sangma 
who is also the Nagaland 
state in-charge, for vacat-
ing the south Tura con-
stituency in the larger and 
best interest of the party 
and moreover the people 
of Meghalaya.

The state NPP also 
t h a n k e d  t h e  p e o p l e 
of south Tura for hav-
ing faith and trust on its 
president. 

“Yet once again Con-
rad K Sangma and NPP 
has proven that the party 
has come to stay and be 

a house hold name in the 
entire north east by win-
ning the hearts of millions 
of people of north east,” 
the state NPP stated.

The state NPP presi-
dent along with all its rank 
and file prayed that the 
God grant success to its 
leader. Further, the party 
expressed hope to “see 
the vision of a North East 
United by carving NPP as 
a national political iden-
tity for the entire North 
Eastern fraternity and as a 
major political force to be 
reckon in modern national 
politics.”

Dimapur, Aug 28 (EMN): Deputy 
commissioner (DC), Phek, Orent-
hung, EAC Khuza in-charge Luchui 
Fithu, and the district planning 
officer, Akulo, paid a courtesy visit 
to Khuza EAC headquarter on Aug. 
25 and interacted with the villag-
ers of Suthotsu, K Khuno, Metsale, 
Chepoketa, and Khuza. 

In the meeting, president of 
Tizu area public welfare organisa-
tion (Tapwo) Vechineyi has urged 
the DC to inaugurate the GA guest 
house, primary health centre at the 
earliest. The public also apprise the 
DC to expedite the ongoing road 
construction from Satheri to Chep-
oketa under centre road fund and 
lifeline of Tizu people and Sumi 
community of Zunheboto district.

In reply, the DC assured to ex-
tend possible help to the people. 
Also speaking on the occasion, the 
EAC apprised the villagers to avail 
basic facilities from government 
with requisite documents. He cited 
the importance of Aadhar card in 
the present context. 

DPO also spoke on proper plan-

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
The Public Action Commit-
tee (PAC) under the aegis 
of Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD) has appealed to the 
deputy commissioner of 
Dimapur to take necessary 
action against multiple tax-
ation, syndicate and lease 
system in the district. 

In a representation ad-
dressed to Dimapur DC, and 
appended by the PAC Con-
venor Vekhosayi Nyekha, 
Co-Convenor K Ghokheto 
Chophy, stated  the rampant 
multiple taxation, syndicate 
and lease system operating 
in and around Dimapur 
district by various unions, 
organizations including the 
Naga national workers and 
govt. agencies on various 
goods and services, trans-
porters, entry fees on vehi-
cles among others has com-
pounded the un-control 
inflation in all the prices in 
the market, thus, affecting 
the consumers and public 
in general of the district and 
the sate as a whole. 

The committee said 
this unethical practice has 
been continuing unabated 
in spite of public demon-
strations and rallies in the 
past by different forums 
and NGOs spearheaded by 
Acaut. However, it alleged 
that so far the government 
has failed to take concrete 

measures to control and 
curb this menace and regu-
late pricing policy.

For the stated reason, it 
said the citizen of Dimapur 
were compelled to take a 
decision on “one govern-
ment and one tax” in the 
public rally on Oct. 31 2013.

“The 19 Tribal Hohos/
Organizations under Naga 
Council Dimapur includ-
ing Naga Worsen Hoho Di-
mapur, Dimapur Urban 
Council Chairman Fed-
eration, Dimapur Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustries, and GBs Union 
Dimapur had resolved to 
persuade the issue through 
the PAC by raising the issues 
through the government as 
well as the Naga national 
workers groups and various 
registered and unregistered 
unions, organizations, and 
govt. agencies” the PCA 
stated. 

The PAC said it has 
constituted a Fact Finding 
Committee to study and 
verify the magnitude of the 
matter and enlighten the 
house and public on the 
issues. “The report of the 
findings is shocking even 
though this is only a tip of 
the iceberg.”

PAC hoped that the dis-
trict administration will 
take into consideration the 
demand of the public.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN):  
The Rengma Union Ban-
galore (RUB) welcomed 
the new students to city 
on Aug. 24 at Eljireh House 
Koramangala.

The event was attended 
by Naga Students Union 
Bangalore executives, its 
sub-unit bodies and rep-
resentative from My Home 
India.

The speaker for the 
event, Khontele Seb en-
couraged the new students 
and the people present to 
put God as their first prior-
ity. She further emphasised 

on having faith and hope.
President of the union, 

Sotilo Seb while welcom-
ing the new students told 
them to keep in touch with 
the union and get them-
selves registered so that 
the union looks into the 
problems they face. He also 
briefed on how the union 
was formed.

President NSUB Nuthi-
pru Nienu, motivated the 
new comers by sharing 
valuable lessons from his 
life experience. He encour-
aged the union to continue 
growing.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
The prime accused in the 
murder of Lila Khati was 
arrested by the Dimapur 
Police with the assistance 
of Assam police on Aug. 
22. Khati of Medziphema 
town belonging to the 
Gorkha community was 
found murdered on July 
11 at Medziphema.

According to addl. dy. 
commissioner of Polic, 
Dimapur, the accused 
has been identified as 
Zuma Uddin @ Muno 
(27 yrs), son of Basir 

STATE

FNG says immersion of Vajpayee’s 
ashes in Nagaland an insult to Nagas

NPP to observe foundation 
day 
The National People’s Party (NPP) of Nagaland state 
would be observing its foundation day on Sep. 1. It 
has informed that the party will also observe the day 
to commemorate the birth anniversary of the NPP 
founding leader, PA Sangma. All the NPP district units 
have been directed to observe at their respective dis-
trict headquarters.

Final sitting for mahila police 
volunteers today
Office of the Commissioner of Police Dimapur has 
informed that the final sitting of the screening com-
mittee for mahila police volunteers will be conducted 
on Aug. 29 for those applicants who could not ap-
pear before the committee on Aug. 28. Candidates 
are informed to report at CP Office in Dimapur at 1 
pm, with photocopy and self attested educational 
qualification documents (upto class-XII) , age proof 
(preferably HSLC admit card, character and anteced-
ent certificate from police, other relevant documents 
( experience in the relevant field), aadhaar card, and 
bank account passbook (first page). 

Phek CMO informs heads of 
departments
Chief medical officer, Phek, Kutolu Nakro, has in-
formed all the heads of departments that district 
medical board for confirmation of service, invalida-
tion, and commutation of pension after medical 
examination for pensioners (grade-III and grade-IV) 
will be held at the CMO’s office on Sep. 12 at 10 am. 
All the heads of the departments have been requested 
to send the list to the undersigned on or before Sep. 5.

Chumukedima VDB secretaries 
convene emergency meeting
President of VDB Secretary Association has informed 
that there will be an emergency meeting for all the 
VDB secretaries under Chumukedima RD block 
at 11 am on Aug. 30 at Hotel SEB Tower, opposite 
Hyundai car show room Purana Bazar in Dimapur. 
All the members have been requested to bring VDB 
seal, cheque book for GIA (both general and women), 
PMAYG pass book and cheque, micro finance up-
dated pass book and deposit receipt.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): The Fed-
eral Government of Nagaland (FNG) 
said the act to immerse the ashes of 
a former Prime Minister of India Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee in the river of Naga-
land is an insult to the Naga people.

Stating that there is no reason 
for any nation to raise any objec-
tion over another Nation hounor-
ing the death of its leader, how-
ever, it stated that the immersion 
of Vajpayee’ ashes in the river of 
Nagaland is a ‘despicable act of ar-
rogance on the part of India and is 
a serious insult to the Naga people 

and the Naga nation.’  
A press statement issued by the 

‘Capt. (retd.)’ Yirei Lungleng, Rali 
Wali Kilonser, stated that “Late Atal 
Shari Vajpayee was not a person to 
be honored by the Naga people for 
willful imposition of his birth date of 
25th December on Christmas Day as 
so-called ‘Good Governance Day.” It 
said this act was not only an insult 
to the Naga people, but the whole of 
Christendom.  

Pointing out the imposition of 
the Digital India Day on Good Friday, 
the Yoga Day on Father’s Day and 

the Polio Day on Sunday, the FNG 
alleged that these are all ‘abusive af-
fronts’ to Christianity. 

Meanwhile, the FNG conveyed 
its appreciation to all councils, or-
ganizations, associations, churches 
and fellow Naga Christians “who 
opposed the anti-Christian activities 
of the enemy.” 

It further appealed to all fellow 
Nagas not to take part in such moral 
issue in future as a Christian nation. 
“If there is no national freedom, 
there can be no religious freedom,” 
it added. 

Uddin, of Halali village, 
Agartala, currently re-
siding at Medziphema 
town, ward- 8, and from 
Jirighat, Silchar. 

Wokha health forums talk on eradication of TB 

Organisers and participants of the district TB forum in Wokha pose for a photograph after the programme. 

D i m a p u r, A u g u s t  2 8 
(EMN): The District TB 
Forum Wokha and the 
District Task Force for 
Immunization (DTFI) 
measles-rubella vacci-
nation campaign jointly 
conducted a meeting with 
the stakeholders at the 
deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall in Wokha 
on Aug. 28. 

During the meeting, 
Dr. Benchilo Ngullie said 
that the objectives of the 
forum is to reduce TB 
related stigma and dis-
crimination, ensuring so-
cial security and dignity 
of TB patients, creating 

awareness on various gov-
ernment schemes, and 

improving treatment fa-
cilities among others.

Mentioning that a na-
tional strategic plan to 

eradicate TB by 2030 was 
in progress, Ngullie in-

formed that the forum is 
putting on the efforts for 
universal access to quality 
diagnosis and treatments 
for all TB patients. She 
added that activities are 
being carried out for case 
findings for total eradica-
tion in the district. 

Chief medical officer of 
Wokha, Dr. Robin Lotha, 
encouraged the members 
and stakeholders to come 
together for eradication of 
TB disease. 

Some tuberculosis sur-
vivors shared their experi-
ences and encouraged 
the patients to get timely 
treatment for TB free life.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): Rep-
resenting the Kohima Law Col-
lege two LL.B final year students, 
Sezulou Losou and Limkhushi 
Thongliu attended the Asian con-
ference of law students Bangkok 
Silon in Thailand.

An update from the college 
said that the conference, organised 
by Alliance Defending Freedom 
International and Handong Inter-
national Law School, South Korea 
was held under the theme “Law & 
Truth: Sacred calling of the Chris-
tian lawyers,” at Hotel Holiday Inn, 
Bangkok Silon from Aug. 14-19th. 

Delegates from the state and 
other countries also attended the 
South East Asian Freedom of Re-
ligion and Belief conference held 
on Aug. 17.

Meanwhile, a thanksgiving 
service was conducted at the 
professor-in-charge, Kezhokhoto 
Savi on Aug. 28 in Kohima, where 

AYO to host 
discourse
Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN):  The 
Angami Youth Organisation (AYO) 
has announced to organise a dis-
course on the theme “Demographic 
threats” on Sep. 8 at Kuda village in 
Dimapur.

The organisation public rela-
tion secretary informed that Savi 
Ligiese would speak on ‘Demo-
graphic threats,’ while Kelhouseto 
Nakhro would speak on ‘Merit and 
demerit of Bengal Frontier Regula-
tion Act 1873,’ and Ruokuolhou 
would speak on ‘Angami on priori-
tising work culture responsibility.’

AYO has requested all the Anga-
mi villages under Chakhroma area 
to send two representatives each 
from their respective village coun-
cil, churches, woman organisation, 
youth organisation and students’ 
organisation to attend the dis-
course without fail. All senior lead-
ers and concerned persons are also 
invited to attend the programme.

the two students shared their experi-
ences. They will be giving presentation 
to students of the college on Aug. 29.

ning and cooperation between the 
government and the public. 

Nuvehu chaired the meeting, 
while T Lohe pronounced invocation. 
Village council chairmen of Khuza 

and K Khuno also shared their griev-
ances. 

This was stated in a press release 
issued by Tizu Area Public Organiza-
tion, Tapwo.
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Opposition leader alleges 
lawlessness in Nagaland 

Tribal lit. boards ask to follow guidelines

State signs MoU with USIBC State BJP constitutes executive committee

Changki village 
condemns assault

NTC flays anti-social activities

Parents conduct awareness 
across Nagaland on disability

Seyochung students to 
conduct verification drive

DBCK conducts workshop on language skills 

Longleng-Mon road opens to travellers

STATE

Green paddy fields at Khezakeno offer a sight to behold for travellers. Agriculture remains the main occupation for the Naga community. The 
pristine air and green environment accentuates the intricate relations between the people of Nagaland and agriculture. 
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Workers clear a portion of a road hit by a landslide, between Longleng and Mon districts.

The director of Employment, Skill and Entrepreneurship, Y Vandanshan Yanthan, left, and the managing 
director of India Operations of the USIBC, Ambika Sharma, signing the MoU on August 23, in New Delhi.

Members of the Nagaland Parents’ Association for the Disabled work 
on disability certificates and ID cards for differently-able people.

Resource persons and students of Don Bosco College pose for a group photograph during a workshop on ‘language 
and writing skill’ in the college’s premises.

Pristine

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): Leader of 
opposition, TR Zeliang, has alleged 
lawlessness in Nagaland and has  
attributed the present situation to 
negligence of the state government  
and failing to coming up with con-
crete measures to curb it.

Zeliang was reacting to recent 
report on harassment of workers and 
theft of machineries by anti-social 
elements belonging to contractors 
engaging in the construction of 
4-lane Dimapur-Kohima national 
highway and bringing the works to 
a halt.

Stating that the ongoing 4-lane 
construction of Dimapur-Kohima 
NH is the first and among the most 
important national projects in Naga-
land, Zeliang said once the project is 
completed it would immensely ben-
efit the citizens of the state includ-
ing commuters from neighbouring 
states passing through the capital 
city of Kohima and the state’s com-
mercial hub, Dimapur.

Pointing out that land-owners 
and civil societies were supportive 

for the successful implementation 
of such important projects, Zeliang 
has questioned the problem and dif-
ficulty on the part of the government 
machineries to initiate obligatory 
action in ensuring safety of workers 
and machineries? He said the state 
government, instead of remaining a 
mute spectator, must immediately 
carry out investigations and book 
the culprits and initiate appropriate 
action against such elements. 

He added that the state authority 
should perform its bounden duty by 
instilling sense of security among its 
citizens and not only pay attention 
on responsibilities where commis-
sions and kick-backs exist.

He said the construction of the 
4-lane along NH 29 from Chathe 
Bridge (Patkai College junction) to 
Piphema coming to a halt was not 
due to anti-social activities alone. 
He rather alleged that negligence 
of the state government in creat-
ing conducive atmosphere and 
failure in coming up with concrete 
measures to curb such menace 

had contributed to the present day 
situation. 

“What otherwise, explains the 
failure of recovering vehicles despite 
filing of FIRs? Doesn’t it portray the 
ineffectiveness of government ma-
chineries?” Zeliang asked.

“We talk a lot about good roads 
but if government of the day fails 
to protect workers of such major 
projects on an open national high-
way, how can we expect to have 
sustainable roads in other parts of 
the state? Not only is it the bounden 
duty of the state government to 
check on the contractors for quality 
of work and timely completion of the 
project as per contractual agreement 
but providing safety and security as 
and when required, is equally im-
portant,” he added.

In the light of the above stated 
circumstances, Zeliang said the 
state government must immediately 
initiate appropriate measures and 
ensure that the 4-laning works along 
NH-29 is completed on time without 
any further hindrance. 

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
While observing that some 
tribal literature board/ 
committee are running 
offices without taking 
extension or permission 
from the department of  
School Education, the lat-
ter has asked such board/ 
committee to follow its 
guidelines.

The department noti-
fication stated that every 
tribal literature board/ 
committee should seek 
permission from the di-
rector of school education 
without which it would be 
treated as non-function-

ing. It also stated that the 
tenure of respective tribal 
literature board/ commit-
tee should be five years 
unless dissolved before 
expiry of its tenure.

The notification stated 
that respective tribal lit-
erature board/ commit-
tee should constitute its 
members every five years 
or may continue with 
same team/ members 
nominated and submit 
the list of members along 
with extension request 
letter prior to the expiry of 
its tenure.

It stated that the tribal 

literature board/ com-
mittee should nomi-
nate not less than ten 
members. The members 
should be qualified and 
well versed in their own 
language or languages. 
It added that members 
should be from linguis-
tic, medical, music, agri 
and allied or forestry, and 
theological background. 
Besides, it stated that lan-
guage officer and assist-
ant language officer from 
the directorate of school 
education would be ex-
officio member.

It also stated that tribal 

literature board/ com-
mittee should enclose 
the constituted members 
showing their respective 
bio data in a separate list 
at the time of seeking per-
mission or at the time of 
extension of its tenure.

Further, any tribal lit-
erature board/ commit-
tee functioning without 
permission should seek 
formal permission/ ex-
tension within a month 
of their establishment, 
adding failing to comply 
with the directives would 
be treated as dissolved or 
non-functioning.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
The department of Em-
ployment, Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneur-
ship, representing the 
Nagaland government,  
signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU)  
with the US-India Busi-
ness Council (USIBC) on 
August 23 in New Delhi. 

The USIBC is a pre-
mier business advocacy 
organisation dedicated to 
strengthening economic 
and commercial relations 
between the United States 
and India; and the largest 
bilateral advocacy group 
in the US-India invest-
ment space. 

The USIBC has its 

office at 1615 H St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20062, 
USA, a DIPR report stat-
ed.

The objective of the 
MoU is to encourage inter-
action between corporate 
members of the USIBC’s 
“corporate entities” and 
the state’s government 
on the general topic of 
growth and development 
of regional economy.   

It  s tated that  the 
USIBC intends to facili-
tate engagements within 
the state of Nagaland at 
which the corporate enti-
ties could present their 
interests, advice and ca-
pabilities in several areas 
including development of 

an employment-oriented 
skilling ecosystem in Na-
galand; How to prepare a 
blueprint of skill develop-
ment for employability in 
Nagaland and also assist 
in finding partners to im-
plement the same.

Best practices in the 
areas of skilling, entrepre-
neurship and other areas 
of mutual interest; and use 
of technology solutions to 
enable skilled citizens to 
find suitable employment 
opportunities 

The MoU would re-
main in effect for one year 
from the date of the last 
signature unless termi-
nated by either of the par-
ticipants.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
Changki village council 
(CVC) has condemned, 
in strongest term, the act 
of brutality and violence 
committed by a group 
of Nagaland Armed Po-
lice personnel upon UBSI 
Athangba of Changki vil-
lage and officer in-charge 
of Tsutapela check gate in 
Mokokchung district on 
August 23.

The village press re-
lease jointly issued by its 
chairman, Lendimenba 
Amri, and the secretary, 
Nungshiluen, alleged that 
the police personnel sur-
rounded the victim with 
full arms in civvies at the 
time of the incident. 

The council release 

stated that such brutal-
ity- that too from those 
charged with the duty to 
ensure peace in the land, 
should not be tolerated in 
any society. 

The council expressed 
utmost trust in the police 
department’s capability to 
conduct an impartial and 
swift investigation into the 
incident and serve strin-
gent punishment to those 
involved in the barbaric 
assault. 

T h e  c o u n c i l  h a s 
warned of pursuing its 
own course of action 
against those involved in 
the brutal assault in the 
event if the actions of the 
department were not to its 
satisfaction.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): Taking into considera-
tion the publication of the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Assam, Seyochung area stu-
dents’ union (Sasu) has announced to undertake 
verification drive to prevent influx of illegal im-
migrants in the Seyochung jurisdiction.

A press release issued by the union’s presi-
dent and the general secretary stated, “in order to 
segregate genuine Indian citizens from the illegal 
immigrants, students volunteer will be assigned 
to verify documents of non-Nagas at any time 
and at any place within its jurisdiction.”

The union directed inner line permit holders 
to carry their permit and other relevant docu-
ments like electorate ID card and Aadhaar card.

“In the process of verification of ILP and 
other related documents, the defaulters who are 
not able to produce the documents will be con-
sidered as illegal immigrants and the defaulters 
will be handed over to the district administration 
and the police or will be dealt with stern action 
as deemed fit by the student unions,” the SASU 
stated.

The union also requested the public to sup-
port and extend full cooperation to the union as 
the current issue or threat is a common concern 
faced by the public.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): The literary society of 
Don Bosco College in Kohima organised a two-
day workshop on ‘language and writing skill’ on 
August 16 and the 17th  with the participation 
of 70 students and teachers.

Dr. Imlienla Imchen, assistant professor of 
the Centre for Tribal Languages and Studies of   
Nagaland University, talked to the participants   
about phonetics, organs of speech, and various 
consonantal and vowel sounds. Imchen laid 
emphasis on the importance of the uniqueness 
of language which makes men different from 

other living beings. 
She also identified the differences of 

sounds and tones uttered by diverse tribes in 
the state as well as on the English they speak 
to those of the native English speakers. On 
writing skills, she illustrated on the mechanics 
of writing, usage of proper punctuations and 
vocabulary.

Dr. Toshimenla, DBCK assistant professor, 
delivered the welcome address and concluded 
with the vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Adenuo 
Luikham, DBCK assistant professor.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
Nagaland tribes council 
(NTC) is perturbed by the 
reports of some elements 
creating disturbance to the 
smooth progress of ongo-
ing Dimapur – Kohima 
four lane highways.

It has viewed the report 
with all seriousness and 
considered as a threat to 
the basic life and develop-
ment since the highway is 
the only lifeline connect-
ing Nagaland with the rest 

of the world. It added that 
Naga people cannot afford 
to compromise with its 
quality workmanship and 
timely completion.

NTC media cell stated 
that the executive director 
of NHIDCL had assured 
them that 25% of the work 
would be completed by 
the end of 2018 adding the 
project would be accom-
plished by the end of 2019 
and accordingly specific 
instructions were given to 

the contractors at various 
intervals. 

In the light of the above 
stated circumstances, NTC 
urged the state govern-
ment and the NHIDCL to 
immediately intervene and 
book the culprits so that 
the work could continue 
without hindrances. 

NTC also requested the 
public in the locality to 
extend all possible coop-
eration during this crucial 
period.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): Keep-
ing in the mind the interest of 
the party and in consultation 
with the central leaders, presi-
dent of the state Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Temjen Imna Along, 
has nominated the state execu-
tive committee.

According to the party media 
cell, the state executive commit-
tee members are Mrs Rosy Yan-

than, Yanghose Sangtam, Pro-
mod Singh, Mrs Avi Zeliang, Mrs 
Imsu Yaden, Ms Aienla Jamir, 
Mrs Mhalo, Dr. Temsuwati and 
Bimal Sethi.

BLP leader Y Patton, former 
BLP leader S paiwang Konyak, 
BJP legislators N Jacob Zhimomi 
and S Pangnyu Phom, former 
state presidents Dr. M Chuba 
Ao and Visasolie Lhoungu were 

nominated as permanent in-
vitees in the state executive 
committee.

BJP legislators M Mmhon-
lumo Kikon, H Tovihoto, Dr. 
Longrineken, Kazheto Kinimi, 
H Kehovi Yeptomi, H Haiying, 
former BJP legislators Dr. TM 
Lotha, Imtilemba Sangtam, 
Tiameren, KL Chishi, and senior 
BJP members Vizopal Chaya, 

Yambos Murry, H K Khulu, ST 
Sangtam, Mrs Rakhila, Lima 
Onen Chang, Doodh Singh and 
Kevechutso Doulo were nomi-
nated as special invitees. 

The release further stated 
that state executive committee 
constituted in the first phase 
would come into force with  
immediate effect from August 
27.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Parents’ 
Association for the Disa-
bled recently conducted 
an awareness camp and 
seminar on disability in 
various parts of Nagaland.

According to a press 
release from the asso-
ciation, a programme was 
conducted at Tuensang 

Town Baptist Church. 
The programme was 

organised aimed at sen-
sitising various church 
leaders, faith based or-
ganisations, and other 
civil societies on the issue 
of disabilities so that they 
might in turn disseminate 
the information and sen-
sitise society.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
Fresh landslide blocked 
the Longleng-Mon na-
tional highway on August 
28 affecting the travellers 
from nearby villages. The 
NH 702 Longleng to Aboi 
(Mon) via Yongam village 
was blocked on four oc-
casions. 

However, with the 
timely intervention by the 
NH Engineer, Mon district, 
and NH SDO, Longleng 
district, the landslide was 
cleared on time on all the 
four occasions. 

In this connection, 
the village councils of 
Yongam, Bhumnyu and 
Nyang in Longleng dis-
tricts have expressed grat-
itude to both the Engineer 
and SDO for their timely 
intervention in clearing 
the blockage and easing 
the crisis of the commut-
ers.  

A similar programme 
was also conducted at 
Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC) Platinum 
Hall in Kohima, where the 
commissioner for disable, 
Dr. Atha Vizo, highlighted 
about 21 different types of 
disabilities. 

Participants of the 
programme were mem-
bers of NBCC, pastors and 
members from different 
churches.

In Dimapur, the pro-
gramme was conducted 
at Christian Higher Sec-
ondary School’s Covenant 
Hall, where the partici-
pants were pastors, Sun-
day school teachers, and 
members from different 
churches.

Likewise in Mon, a 
programme was con-
ducted at DRDA Hall. 
Various resource persons 
spoke on the topic about 
disabilities and its type. 
Inclusion of PwDS, legal 
rights of persons with dis-
abilities and provisions 
on right and entitlements 
of PwDs were also dis-
cussed during the event, 
the press release added.



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, August 29, 2018

Bill for creation of three new districts introduced in assembly ‘Manipur villages conserve forest 
after Climate Change policy’

SC seeks report 
on Assam draft 
NRC ramification

Minister reviews NR 
Railway’s performance

Arunachal working on modalities 
to conduct rural polls by Dec.

Rain water floods lounge of Guwahati airport

Every resident of Meghalaya village to plant a sapling

Wait over, insurgency-hit families in Tripura find new homes

Itanagar, Aug. 28 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
Re-Organisation of Dis-
tricts (Amendment) Bill 
2018 for the creation of 
three new districts was 
introduced in the state As-
sembly today.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein introduced 
the bill in the Assembly to 
pave the way for creation 
of new districts of Pakke-
Kessang, Lepa Rada and 
Shi Yomi in the state.

The Pakke-Kessang 
district will be carved out 
of East Kameng district 
with five administrative 

units namely Pakke-Kes-
sangn, Seijosa, Pijiriang, 
Passa Valley and Dissingn 
Passo with district head-
quarters at Lemmi.

The Lepa Rada district 
would be created by bi-
furcating the Lower Siang 
district with headquarters 
at Basar.

The district would have 
four administrative units 
Tirbin, Basar, Daring and 
Sago. The Shi-Yomi dis-
trict would be created by 
bifurcating the West Siang 
district with its headquar-
ters at Tato.

The district would 

have four administrative 
units namely Mechuka, 
Tato, Pidi and Manigong.

Arunachal Pradesh at 
present has 22 districts.

The deputy chief min-
ister also introduced the 
Indian Stamp Act, 1899 
(Act no 2 of 1899) to en-
able entrepreneurs to 
have a better credit posi-
tion at their disposal by 
enabling them to secure 
loans through mortgage 
without compromising on 
their financial stability by 
reducing stamp duty for 
mortgage from three per 
cent to one per cent.

The third bill intro-
duced in the Assembly by 
Mein was the Arunachal 
Pradesh Staff Selection 
Board Bill 2018.

The Bill would empow-
er the state government to 
constitute the Arunachal 
Pradesh Staff Selection 
Board to conduct exams 
and select candidates for 
appointment to the sub-
ordinate services/Group 
C posts in the government 
departments, organisa-
tions and autonomous 
bodies established and 
constituted by the govern-
ment.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
With the formation and 
implementation of the 
environment and climate 
policy of Manipur Baptist 
Convention (MBC), many 
villages in the state have 
adopted the forest con-
versation in their areas, 
according to Director T 
Karang Maram of Peace 
and development depart-
ment, MBC.

Director Karang Ma-
ram when contacted said 
that the environment and 
climate policy of MBC was 
conceived in 2012 and 
implemented in 2015 after 
the church authorities and 
village chiefs decided to 
take up the right approach 
to prevent dangerous ef-
fect of environment and 
climate.

The policy is covering 
1330 local and Fellowship 
churches of MBC under 29 
Associations having more 
than 4 lakh members.

Till date the churches 
of Chothe, Vaiphei, Ma-
ram, and Liagmai have al-
ready adopted community 
reserved forests in their 
respective jurisdictions, 

he said. NERCORMP has 
also been assisting the 
community forest con-
versation initiatives at 
Chandonpokpi in Chandel 
district.

NERCORMP (North 
Eastern Region Commu-
nity Resource Manage-
ment Project), a joint de-
velopmental initiative of 
the North Eastern Council 
and International Fund 
for Agricultural Develop-
ment, is a livelihood and 
rural development project 
aimed to transform the 
lives of the poor and mar-
ginalised tribal families in 
NE India.

Informing that dur-
ing his 11 months post-
ing as the deputy com-
missioner of Tamenglong 
district, Armstrong Pame 
had worked his level best 
for the betterment of the 
people and development 
of environment of the dis-
trict by issuing necessary 
order to protect the forest 
and wildlife during breed-
ing season (April-Septem-
ber), the MBC function-
ary added. The two days 
awareness programme for 
the churches by the social 

and environment services 
at their respective areas 
really helped the church 
members in understand-
ing the issues relating to 
environment and climate 
change.

As per the environ-
ment and climate policy 
of MBC, all the churches 
under the convention ob-
served 1st Sunday of June 
as green Sunday in hon-
our of God’s creation and 
for the enhancement of 
protection of nature and 
environment with mean-
ingful activities.

The idea is to have a 
day of retrospection and 
repentance for the past 
negligence towards God’s 
creation and a day of 
thanks-giving and recom-
mitment for stewardship.

Interestingly incorpo-
ration of environmental 
lessons in Sunday schools, 
awareness on importance 
of biodiversity, effects of 
using chemicals in fishing, 
awareness education on 
climate change, commu-
nity reserve forest protec-
tion, waste management 
etc happens to be the ma-
jor steps of the MBC policy.

New Delhi, Aug. 28 
(IANS): The Supreme 
Co u r t  o n  Tu e s d a y 
sought a report on the 
ramifications, includ-
ing advantages and 
disadvantages, of giv-
ing another oppor-
tunity to the 40 lakh 
people who were not 
included in the final 
draft of Assam’s Na-
tional Register of Citi-
zens (NRC).

The bench of Jus-
tices Ranjan Gogoi 
and Rohinton Fali 
Nariman directed the 
Assam state co-ordi-
nator Prateek Hajela 
to submit the report by 
September 4.

Fixing the next 
hearing for Septem-
ber 5, the top court 
made it clear that the 
report should to be 
submitted to the court 
alone.

T h e  c o u r t  s a i d 
the date for the com-
mencement of receiv-
ing claims and objec-
tions, which at present 
is August 30, has to be 
postponed. 

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
The Minister of State for 
Railways Rajen Gohain held 
a review meeting with senior 
officials including general 
managers of both N. F. Rail-
way and N. F. Railway Con-
structions Organizations at 
Maligaon on Tuesday.

The chief public relation 
officer of NF Railway in Ma-
ligaon issued a press release 
on Tue. Aug. 28.

In the meeting the minis-
ter was apprised by the gen-
eral manager, N. F. Railway 
Construction organization 
that Bogibeel bridge would 
be completed in all respect 
by Oct. 31. 

The minister also took 
stock of performances of 
N. F. Railway in terms of 
progress of various con-
structions projects and other 
parameters and discussed 
punctuality, cleanliness, pas-
senger amenities, provision 
of toilets, lifts and escalators, 
elimination of un-manned 
level crossings, and security 
among other issues. 

According to the press 
release, the minister also 
reviewed the progress of the 
construction of pit Lines 
at Silghat station, which is 
essential for starting train 
services to and from Silghat. 

Itanagar, Aug. 28 (PTI): The Arunachal 
Pradesh government is working on 
the modalities to conduct panchayat 
elections in the state by December as 
directed by the Gauhati High Court, 
Panchayati Raj Minister Alo Libang 
said today.

The state government had amend-
ed the Arunachal Pradesh Panchayati 
Raj Act 1997 in the last Assembly ses-
sion to have a two-tier panchayati raj 
system instead of the existing three-
tier structure for effective administra-
tion, Taram said.

The term of the erstwhile three-tier 
panchayati raj institutions ended in 
May this year and the government is in 
the process of preparing amendments 
of the relevant rules for having two-tier 

panchayati raj institutions in the state.
“To look after the works of the 

panchayats, the state government has 
constituted interim gram panchayat 
level committees in all the gram 
panchayats and district level interim 
committees to discharge the func-
tions of panchayati raj institutions till 
panchayats are re-constituted in the 
state,” he said.

Responding to a supplementary 
from Taram on the steps taken by the 
government to regularise the service of 
contractual employees in panchayats, 
the minister said though panchayat 
employees were appointed on a con-
tractual basis for particular schemes, a 
committee has been constituted by the 
state government to examine it.

Guwahati, Aug. 28 (PTI): Rain water gushed through the ceiling inside the pas-
senger lounge area of Guwahati airport following heavy showers yesterday but 
no flight operations were affected, an airport official said today.

Torrential downpour from 8.45 pm to 10 pm caused water to enter through 
the newly expanded canopy of the passenger lounge, P K Tailong, the manager 
of the Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport, told PTI.

“We had recently expanded the canopy and it was an initial teething problem. 
I was present there and it was immediately attended to,” Tailong said.

Passengers claimed they were drenched by the rain water and many of them 
had to move away with their luggage.

When asked whether the luggage x-ray screening machines were affected, the 
official said that no machinery was damaged.

“All the scheduled flights operated as usual last night,” the airport manager 
said.

Nongtrai (Meghalaya), 
Aug. 28 (PTI): Residents of 
Nongtrai village in Meg-
halaya’s East Khasi Hills 
district, have planted a 
sapling in keeping with the 
“one citizen one tree” ini-
tiative of state Chief Minis-
ter Conrad K Sangma.

About 300 saplings, 
each tagged with the 
name of the head of each 
of the family here, were 
planted in the commu-
nity forest here and the 
proper growth of a plant 
is the responsibility of the 
owner.

The plantation drive 

at the village was an ini-
tiative of a major cement 
company as part of its CSR 
activities and another 700 
saplings were planted by 
the officials of the com-
pany.

“This is the first time 
that I have planted a tree 
and taken a pledge to take 
care of it. I hope it grows 
big someday and I will be 
proud of it,” Sona Lyn-
gdoh, an elderly woman in 
the village, told PTI.

Although the village 
has many trees, the villag-
ers have taken special in-
terest in the Khasi Manda-

rin species of oranges and 
the people had planted 
about 25,000 saplings of it 
four years ago.

The trees are expected 
to be laden with fruits in 
about 2 to 3 years, she said.

Some of the exotic va-
rieties of teak and other 
trees were also planted 
along the roadside of the 
village to make it more 
vibrant and welcoming.

Another village elder O 
Galong said the initiative 
is welcome as it involves 
responsibility.

When one undertakes 
a tour at the village, guava 

and other fruit trees are 
seen beside almost every 
house.

A forest department 
official said the “one citi-
zen one tree” was officially 
launched by the chief min-
ister on June 5.

The cement company, 
Lafarge Umiam Mining 
Private Limited’ opera-
tions director N Sharma 
said the initiative was un-
dertaken to further reduce 
the carbon footprints at 
the village in line with the 
firm’s 2030 sustainable 
goals to protect and en-
hance biodiversity.

Agartala, Aug. 28 (PTI): An 
obscure colony in the remote 
South Narayanpura village 
near India-Bangladesh border 
is the new address of 39-year-
old Minati Das, who along 
with her family was forced to 
flee home during the three-
decade-long insurgency in 
Tripura.

Das, along with thousands 
other displaced families in 
West Tripura, had since been 
living in makeshift slums, 
working as maids and daily 
wagers to make ends meet.

In a relief that came after 
thirty years, the BJP-led state 
government recently handed 
over land pattas (deeds) to 235 
families in West Tripura and 
Sipahijala districts.

Of them, 55 families have 
received their deeds earlier this 

month for settlement at South 
Narayanpur village.

“This is my shelter now. I 
am happy with 1296 sq ft area 
allotted by the government. At 
least, I have a place to stay,” 
Das said.

Tripura witnessed its worst 
ethnic riot between the tribal 
and the non-tribal communi-
ties in the 1980s, killing over 
6000 people.

Sajal Poddar, the secretary 
of ‘Paschim zila and Sipahi-
jaala Udbastu Unnayan Com-
mittee’ (organisation for the 
wellbeing of the homeless), 
however, claimed that only a 
small percentage of the total 
number of families displaced 
during the insurgency and 
ethnic riots has received the 
pattas.

The committee that had 

been fighting for the rights of 
the homeless people over the 
past 18 years demanded a plot 
and Rs 5 lakh for every family.

“Back then, Sipahijala was 
a part of West Tripura district. 
Of the 6,500 families displaced 
from the district during insur-
gency, only 202 have received 
pattas in West Tripura and 35 
in Sipahijala,” he said.

State Education Minister 
Ratan Lal Nath, too, agreed 
that the armed insurgency had 
rendered thousands of families 
homeless.

“During my speech in 
the Assembly as the leader of 
the opposition in 2006, I had 
presented a statement which 
clearly specified that around 3 
lakh people from 60,000 fami-
lies across the state had to flee 
homes due to the insurgency,” 

he asserted.
After the situation settled 

down, the families could not 
return homes as the local in-
digenous people had taken 
over their land and property, 
ruling BJP Vice-President Subal 
Bhowmick said.

For Rabin Banik, 33, who 
fled his home at the age of 
13 from Jampuijala village in 
Sipahijala district, the 1296 sq 
ft land allotted to him in South 
Narayanpura, enough to build 
just one room, a makeshift 
kitchen and a toilet, has come 
as big relief.

“I would not like to com-
pare my new home with the 
old one anymore. After flee-
ing my village we lived on 
pavements and dirty slums at 
Mullapara in West Tripura for 
years. This is a big relief for my 

family,” Rabin, who works as a 
daily wager, said.

Rajesh Das, who also hailed 
from Jampuijala village, once 
considered as the hub for veg-
etable cultivation, feels visiting 
his village might lead to more 
trouble.

“No one is interested in 
going back. Who knows, going 
back may spark off another 
ethnic tension there. We want 
to settle down peacefully on 
the land provided to us by the 
government,” he said.

The new inhabitants of 
South Narayanpura village, 
however, complained that the 
area lacks electricity and drink-
ing water supply.

“We manage to set up a 
hand pump at the village as 
the nearest water supply point 
is one kilometre away from this 

village,” said Rajesh Das.
One of the villagers said on 

the condition of anonymity 
that the people in the colony 
use hook lines from a high 
tension power line to electrify 
homes.

“Local BJP MLA Dilip Das 
visited our colony a month 
ago and promised to arrange 
for water supply and power,” 
he said.

BJP vice-president Subal 
Bhowmik, when asked about 
the living conditions of the 
colonies, said his party will 
take steps to ensure proper 
rehabilitation.

“We have launched many 
movements in the past (during 
Left rule) for the rehabilitation 
of the homeless. We are trying 
to provide them amenities so 
that they can lead a normal 

life,” Bhowmik added.
Veteran CPI(M) leader and 

former deputy speaker Pabi-
tra Kar said the erstwhile Left 
Front government had always 
been sympathetic to the prob-
lems faced by the displaced 
people.

“Our government had al-
lotted lands to several fami-
lies at Sipahijala and West 
Tripura. We had also planned 
a scheme to rehabilitate the 
displaced members, but that 
scheme could not be im-
plemented as the Election 
Commission had announced 
assembly polls for February,” 
he added.

The BJP-IPFT combine 
government came to power in 
March 9, ending the 25-year of 
CPI(M)-led Left Front rule in 
Tripura.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1923SUD0KU 1763
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Presidents John or John Quincy
 6. Focus of attention in hockey
 10. Used by golfers
 14. Computer-telephone interface 

device
 15. United States Information 

Agency
 16. Subtle emanation
 17. Avoid
 18. Back
 19. In astrology, Cancer the ____
 20. Near-desert conditions
 22. Keen or insightful
 24. Trolley
 25. A kicking style
 26. Spreads apart
 29. Thai currency
 30. Outer garment
 31. Legislative body
 37. American Standard Code for 

Information Interchange
 39. None or zero
 40. Regal
 41. Echoes or reverberations
 44. 24 hour car race at Le ____ 

France
 45. Chimney
 46. Homes
 48. A distillery company
 52. Make unclear
 53. Basement
 54. Passe or obsolete
 58. Operatic solo
 59. Shopping center
 61. Dwarfish goblin
 62. Fraudulently fixes or swindles
 63. Wicked
 64. Moon astronaut _____ “Buzz” 

Aldrin
 65. Yearns
 66. Lairs
 67. Delicious 
 
 DOWN

 1. 50s singer/actor Ed ____
 2. Bird of peace
 3. Biblical first man
 4. Latin for “Preparation” or 

“Consideration”
 5. Blurry
 6. Jewish holiday of deliverance
 7. Utilized
 8. Spy agency
 9. Largest city in Pakistan
 10. Diplomacies
 11. God of the east wind (Greek 

mythology)
 12. Muse of lyric poetry

 13. Sword
 21. Coarse file
 23. Indian stringed instrument
 25. French for “Room”
 26. Left by a wound
 27. Hold a particular posture
 28. French for “Lakes”
 29. Comedian Fanny _____
 32. Year
 33. Inter-office notes
 34. Mild exclamation
 35. 9
 36. Small cup or goblet
 38. Latin for “Below” 

 42. Concerned
 43. Sodium chloride
 47. Financial forecast
 48. Frightening
 49. Strange or disturbing
 50. Bring into line
 51. Hard, brittle, transparent 

substance
 52. Chicago’s basketball team
 54. Actor Ken or actress Lena
 55. Pulls
 56. Send forth
57. Disclaim
60. ___ Maria
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INR ends up 6p at 70.10 
against dollar, recovers 
from record closing low
Mumbai, Aug. 28 (PTI): 
The rupee today bounced 
back in tepid fashion from 
the record closing low, 
gaining 6 paise to end at 
70.10 against the US cur-
rency largely tracking 
bearish dollar cues over-
seas.

Most Asian currencies 
also recouped early losses 
against the greenback.

Forex trading mood 
was upbeat after the US 
and Mexico agreed on a 
new trade deal to revamp 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
weakening demand for 
the safe haven US dollar 
worldwide.

Investors cheered the 
development amid linger-
ing trade concerns which 
have weighed on emerg-
ing market currencies in 
recent months. The Mexi-
can peso recovered more 
than 1 per cent against the 
dollar after the deal.

The US dollar fell 
to near one-month low 
against global rivals as the 
new trade deal boosted 
risk appetite. Against a 
basket of six currencies, 
the dollar index was down 
at 94.48.

Though, the rupee 
briefly slipped to a low 
of 70.25 in mid-morning 
deals, it recovered in after-
noon deals amid gains in 
stock markets and losses 
in the US currency.

The local unit, finally 
settled the day at 70.10, re-
vealing a modest gain of 6 
paise, or 0.09 per cent. The 
Indian unit hit a life-time 

Samsung launches ‘Android Go’ 
budget smartphone in India

World Bank to lend $250mn to 
improve Rajasthan’s power sector

Centre weighs options for relief to 
power sector on NPAs — Official New Delhi, Aug. 28 (IANS): 

Samsung India on Tues-
day launched its first “An-
droid Go” budget smart-
phone named “Galaxy J2 
Core” in the country for Rs 
6,190.

Android Oreo (Go) is 
essentially made for en-
try-level Android smart-
phones with less than 1GB 
RAM and hence uses less 
storage space, less mem-
ory and still functions 
smoothly.

“We are pleased to 
integrate industry-first 
smart memory manage-
ment solutions that allow 
apps or content on the 

memory card. We are also 
partnering with Google 
in bringing the latest An-
droid experience for entry-
level smartphones with 
Android Oreo (Go Edition) 
on Galaxy ‘J2 Core’,” Sumit 
Walia, Director, Mobile 
business, Samsung India, 
said in a statement.

The smartphone fea-
tures 8MP rear camera 
and 5MP front camera 
and comes with a 5-inch 
display. 

The device is powered 
by Samsung’s proprietary 
Exynos processor that is 
especially tuned for An-
droid Oreo (Go Edition), 

the company claimed. 
The device comes with 

1GB RAM and 8GB inter-
nal memory which can be 
expanded up to 256GB via 
an external memory card.

“J2 COre” Android Go 
smartphone is available in 
gold, blue and black col-
ours across all retail stores 
and Samsung’s e-shop 
website.

Originally announced 
at Google I/O 2017 annual 
developer conference, this 
OS is a toned down ver-
sion of the latest Android 
Oreo OS which is currently 
present in high-end de-
vices.

New Delhi, Aug. 28 
(IANS): India on Tuesday 
signed a $250 million De-
velopment Policy Loan 
(DPL) to improve 
the performance 
of Rajasthan’s elec-
tricity distribu-
tion sector under 
the states “24x7 
Power for All” pro-
gramme.

The agreement 
signed between 
the Central gov-
ernment, Rajas-
than’s state gov-
ernment and the World 
Bank is the second in 
the series of two opera-
tions planned for a com-
prehensive turnaround 
of Rajasthan’s electricity 
distribution sector, an of-

ficial statement said. The 
first loan closed in March 
last year.

The electricity dis-

tribution utilities (DIS-
COMs) in Rajasthan pro-
vide electricity to about 
9.5 million customers. 
The key areas under 
the programme include 
strengthening govern-

ance in the distribution 
sector in the state, reduc-
ing energy procurement 
costs and improving the 

operational per-
formance.

It will also in-
volve financial 
restructuring and 
recovery in the 
sector by transfer-
ring considerable 
amounts of the 
DISCOMs debt to 
the state.

Economic Af-
fairs Joint Secre-

tary Sameer Kumar Khare 
said the programme will 
contribute to the state’s 
fiscal sustainability.

The loan has a three-
year grace period and a 
maturity of 21 years.

Diesel prices hit all-time high; 
petrol INR 78.05/litre in Delhi

BUSINESS

New Delhi, Aug. 28 (IANS): The 
government is considering its 
options in the wake of the Al-
lahabad High Court’s refusal to 
entertain the power produc-
ers’ petition challenging the RBI 
deadline for starting bankrupt-
cy proceedings against banks’ 
NPAs, or bad loan accounts, a 
senior official said on Tuesday.

A Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) circular had in Febru-
ary directed the banks to take 
loan accounts of Rs 2,000 crore 
and above, which remain unre-
solved for over 180 days start-
ing from March 1, 2018 to the 
National Company Law Tribu-
nal (NCLT) under the new In-
solvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC). The deadline expired on 
Monday.

The power sector accounts 
for the major chunk of banks’ 
non-performing assets (NPAs) 
and power producers had ap-
proached the Allahabad High 
Court for quashing the RBI cir-
cular.

Rejecting the power produc-
ers’ plea on Monday, the court 
asked the Central government 
to talk to the RBI for providing 
some relief to the petitioners 
within 15 days.

“The matter (power produc-
ers’ problems) is being discussed 
and a decision is being made,” 
Finance Ministry’s Principle Eco-
nomic Advisor Sanjeev Sanyal 
told IANS here.

“We will look at all options 
and take appropriate action,” he 
added. 

Banks had been working 
overtime to finalise the resolu-
tion plans before expiry of the 
RBI deadline for around 70 large 
stressed accounts worth over Rs 
3.8 lakh crore, and they have an-
other 15 days’ time to decide on 
taking them to NCLT for bank-
ruptcy proceedings. 

Around half of these 70 assets 
are from the power sector with a 
total bank exposure of around Rs 
1.74 lakh crore. 

According to the RBI, the to-
tal outstanding loans of sched-
uled commercial banks to the 
sector, including renewable en-
ergy, stood at Rs 5.65 lakh crore 
as in March 2018. 

A parliamentary panel report 
has revealed that there are as 
many as 34 stressed electricity 

projects with a total capacity of 
over 40,000 MW.

The power producers had pe-
titioned the government that the 
RBI norms on resolving the NPA 
issue were too rigid in view of the 
serious problems being faced 
by the industry in terms of coal 
shortage and huge bill outstand-
ings from state distribution com-
panies.

The Power Ministry had 
urged the RBI to extend the 
deadline by six months, but the 
central bank has rejected the ex-
tension request.

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Energy in its 
report earlier this month noted 
that the new RBI guidelines on 
NPAs will only deepen the crisis 
of the electricity sector.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13th August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-345/18/37704-05   Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Santanu Das -Vrs- Suma Das resident of Westyard 
Colony Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 13.09.2018. 

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Santanu Das
Village/Block No: 7, Patta No: 887
Dag No: 26/937, Area: 00B-00K-8 ½ Ls
North: Babul Chowdary, South: App Road
East: Moak, West: Jatan

NOTICE

D-5897

I, Nribeny H. Shohe W/o 
Dr. Hevito H. Shohe 

hereby declare through 
affidavit that my maiden 

name Nribeny P. Humtsoe 
shall henceforth be known 
as Nribeny H. Shohe for all 

purposes. 
Regd. No.774/2018, 
Date: 16.05.2018.

Deponent
(Nribeny H. Shohe)

CHANGE OF NAME

D-5896

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. M. AMONGLA W/o LT. T. AKABA, Driver, Dte of Youth Resource 
& Sports, N/L, Kma resident of Upper Bayavu Hill, Kohima  has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ 
withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late husband- Pension, GPF, Gratuity & other 
service benefits entitled .  Bank A/C No. 20057639043 SBI Main Branch, Kohima 
& Post Office, Kohima Branch, A/C No.1427501361. Who expired on 01-08-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II       Dated Kohima, the 23rd Aug, 2018

 KG-2766

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smt. Caroline Jamir, D/o Lt.  Suchakumba aged about 44 years, 

Permanent resident of Aliba Village, Mokokchung Nagaland and  presently 
residing at  Upper Agri Colony, Kohima, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm 
and declare as follows:-

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India belonging to Ao Naga tribe hailing 
from the state of Nagaland.

2. That my correct and official name is Caroline Jamir.
3. That however in all my academic documents my name has been 

entered and recorded as S. Caroline Jamir instead of Caroline Jamir.
4. That the name Caroline Jamir and S. Caroline Jamir refers to one 

and the same person i.e. myself.
5. That this affidavit is made to declare that my correct and official name 

is Caroline Jamir and the same shall be used for all official purposes, 
future references and correspondences.

6. That this affidavit shall be used as a piece of evidence  of the fact and 
proof as mentioned above and also to be used for the rectification if 
arises in future.

I sign this affidavit before the competent authority at Kohima, Nagaland 
on this the 2nd day of August, 2018.
Magistrate/Notary Public

K-1841

Regd.No: 2900   Date: 02/08/2018

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NO.NPSC/CON-35/2009  Dated Kohima, the 28th August, 2018

NOTIFICATION
In pursuance of the Commission’s Advertisement No. NPSC-2/2017 dt. 05.08.2017, 
Addendum dt. 20.09.2017, Addendum dt. 05.03.2018 & Corrigendum dt. 24.08.2018, 
the written examination was conducted for NCS, NPS, NSS & Allied Services (Main) 
Examination 2017. On the basis of marks secured in the written examination, the 
Commission is pleased to declare the written examination results and allow the 
candidates bearing the following roll numbers (in ascending order) to have qualified for 
the Viva-Voce:

1004 1008 1009 1010 1013 1021 1023 1031 1034 1036 1037 1045

1046 1048 1049 1052 1056 1063 1064 1066 1069 1070 1075 1080

1083 1088 1095 1096 1101 1103 1105 1111 1115 1116 1120 1121

1122 1125 1134 1141 1145 1147 1149 1157 1165 1167 1168 1177

1182 1184 1193 1205 1210 1214 1216 1220 1223 1232 1239 1240

1241 1245 1247 1248 1250 1254 1255 1258 1261 1262 1264 1268

1269 1274 1276 1289 1291 1292 1295 1296 1298 1301 1302 1311

1317 1322 1325 1326 1329 1330 1334 1335 1336 1337 1339 1342

1343 1344 1345 1351 1355 1357 1365 1367 1368 1370 1372 1373

1376 1380 1386 1387 1389 1390 1393 1395 1397 1402 1410 1415

1416 1419 1422 1427 1429 1433 1434 1435 1436 1440 1443 1448

1450 1454 1455 1458 1460 1466 1475 1477 1479 1490 1497 1503

1512 1516 1520 1521 1523 1525 1530 1531 1533 1539 1542 1543

1547 1551 1555 1557 1561 1563 1574 1576 1577 1579 1582 1589

1592 1594 1595 1604 1606 1611 1613 1615 1619 1621 1622 1625

1626 1631 1636 1638 1643 1644 1645 1651 1654 1655 1663 1664

1672 1675 1676 1677 1678 1680 1681 1684 1690 1691 1701 1703

1704 1706 1707 1712 1714 1715 1719 1727 1728 1730 1732 1735

1736 1739 1740 1741 1742 1745 1746 1747 1749 1750 1751 1753

1755 1757 1761 1767 1769 1771 1773 1774 1776 1777 1779 1781

1783 1785 1788 1789 1790 1792 1796 1797 1798 1800 1801 1802

1804 1805 1806 1818 1824 1832 1842 1847 1852 1860 1861 1862

1867 1878 1885 1888 1895  

Note:
i. Viva-voce shall commence from 12th September 2018 onwards.
ii. Selected candidates must submit attested/self-attested photocopies of the 

following documents along with ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS for scrutiny from 
29th August 2018 till 10th September 2018.
(a) HSLC/Matriculation/Equivalent Admit Card for proof of Date of Birth. No other 

Certificate will be accepted for age proof.
(b) Mark Sheets from HSLC/Equivalent onwards till requisite qualification.
(c) Pass Certificate of HSLC, HSSLC & Degree issued by Board/University. In 

absence of Degree pass certificate issued by University, candidates may submit 
provisional pass certificate issued by Institution/University.

(d) For physically handicapped candidate, certificate from competent medical 
authority.

(e) I.I., S.C./S.T. & B.T. (if applicable) certificates. I.I., S.C./S.T. & B.T. certificates should 
be signed only by District Authority not below the rank of Additional Deputy 
Commissioner strictly as per latest formats.

(f ) For candidates who are Government Employees “NO OBJECTION CERTIFICATE” 
should be produced duly signed by the Head of the Department, with Name and 
Office Seal, along with date of appointment.

iv. Interview call letter shall be issued only to those candidates whose documents 
have been scrutinized and found to be in proper order. Interview call letter can 
be downloaded from https://www.npsc.in with effect from 4th September 2018 
onwards.

v. Selected candidates will also be required to exercise their post preference and submit 
their particulars in prescribed format which will be issued by the Commission.

vi. Candidates are to produce all the original documents on the day of Viva-voce 
without which they will not be allowed to appear the Viva-voce.

iv.  Candidates can also access the Commission’s Notice Board and website at www.
npsc.co.in  for information on Medical Test & Police Fitness Test.

 Sd/- KHRUPI SOTHU
Secretary,

Nagaland Public Service Commission
KohimaKG-2764

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE 

NAGALAND::::: KOHIMA.
NO.PHQ (A-II)16/2017(Pt)/1984 Date Kohima the 28th  Aug’2018.

NOTIFICATION
 With reference to this Office Notification No.PHQ (A-II)16/2017 (Pt)/1404 dated 24/07 
/18, the result of qualified candidates in shorthand and speed test of Stenographer 
Gr¬-III under Police Department which was conducted on 18/08/2018 is shown in 
the table below:

The qualified candidates shall undergo viva-voce on 4th Sept’2018 from 10.00 hrs 
onwards at PHQ, Conference Hall. Candidates failing to produce their registration 
cards shall be summarily rejected.

Sd/-
(T.JOHN LONGKUMER) IPS

Director General of Police
Nagaland, Kohima

REGISTRATION NO’s OF QUALIFIED CANDIDATES
SL No Reg No SL No Reg No

1 9 7 81

2 11 8 96

3 12 9 125

4 38 10 129

5 53 11 131

6 67 12 161

KG-2765

DECLARATIONRegd.No: 1638/18 Date: 03/07/2018

I, Shri. K. Lipongse Sangtam S/o. Lt. T. Kyuseto Sangtam do 
declare that my correct name is K. Lipongse Sangtam instead of 
Lipongse Sangtam.
The name K Lipongse Sangtam shall be used for all official and 
future references.

K. Lipongse Sangtam
DeclarantK-1840

New Delhi, Aug. 28 
(IANS): Fuel prices con-
tinued to rise on Tuesday, 
with diesel prices ris-
ing to fresh record levels 
across metros and petrol 
crossing the Rs 78-per-
litre mark in the national 
capital.

The surge in fuel pric-
es is largely due to rise in 
the cost of crude oil and 
high excise duty levied on 
transportation fuel in the 
country. The Brent crude 
oil is currently priced 
around $76.68 per barrel.

In Delhi, diesel was 
priced at Rs 69.61 per 
litre, against Rs 69.46 re-
corded on Monday.

In the other key met-
ros of Kolkata, Mumbai 

and Chennai, the fuel 
was sold for Rs 72.46, Rs 
73.90 and Rs 73.54, up 
from Rs 72.31, Rs 73.74 
and Rs 73.38 per litre, re-
spectively, on Monday.

Price in Mumbai hit 
a fresh high on Tuesday, 
surpassing the previous 
high of Rs 73.79 per litre 
on May 29. Diesel prices 
in the other three met-
ros also climbed to new 
record levels for the third 
day in a row.

Rise in diesel prices 
gains significance as it is 
mostly used in vehicles 
for transportation of food 
and agricultural prod-
ucts, which could lead to 
higher inflation.

Tuesday also saw pet-

rol prices rising further 
across the four metropol-
itan cities. In Delhi, the 
key transportation fuel 
was sold at Rs 78.05 per 
litre, up from Monday’s 
Rs 77.91 per litre.

In Kolkata, Mumbai 
and Chennai, petrol pric-
es stood at Rs 80.98, Rs 
85.47, Rs 81.09 per litre, 
against Rs 80.84, Rs 85.33 
and Rs 80.94 per litre, re-
spectively, recorded on 
Monday.

The all-time high pet-
rol prices recorded on 
May 29 in Delhi, Kolka-
ta, Mumbai and Chen-
nai stood at Rs 78.43, Rs 
81.06, Rs 86.24 and Rs 
81.43 per litre, respec-
tively.

closing low of 70.16 yester-
day due to surging crude 
prices.

Meanwhile, crude 
price breached the USD 
76-mark - its highest since 
July supported by supply 
risks emerging from Ven-
ezuela, Africa and Iran.

Official data showed 
that foreign direct invest-
ment in India grew by 23 
per cent to USD 12.75 bil-
lion during the April-June 
quarter of 2018-19. A re-
port said that the foreign 
fund inflows would help fi-
nance the current account 
deficit which is expected 
to widen to 2.8 per cent of 
the GDP in 2018-19. The 
Financial Benchmarks In-
dia private limited (FBIL), 
meanwhile, fixed the ref-
erence rate for the dollar 
at 70.1687 and for the euro 
at 81.9266.

The 10-year bench-
mark bond yield ended at 
7.90 per cent.

In the cross currency 
trade, the rupee recovered 
against the Japanese yen 
to finish at 63.10 per 100 
yens from 63.16 earlier.

An employee engaged in filling fuel in a bike at a filling station in Kolkata on Tuesday, Aug. 28
PTI
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Hard Lessons for Nagaland 
From the Monsoon 

Nagaland has been in turmoil since the mon-
soon set in more than a month ago with in-
cessant rains causing havoc in almost all 

parts of the state. It destroyed properties worth lakh 
and crore. Flood and landslide have damaged roads, 
completely cutting off many villages from the rest of 
the state besides taking away some precious lives. 
Hundreds of houses have been destroyed and thou-
sands of people displaced. Even as the state’s govern-
ment, civil society organisations, churches and self-
less volunteers are trying to help the affected people 
get back on their feet, rain continues without mercy. 

Dozens of houses, including the state’s directo-
rate of Women Resource Development in Kohima 
were affected after the heavy downpour on Sunday. 
But this is not the first time that Nagaland has faced 
nature’s fury. The state has witnessed several devas-
tating rain-induced landslides in the past such as the 
ones at Kohima’s New Market colony in 2003, Mokok-
chung town in 2005, Wokha town in 2006, Zunheboto 
Town in 2006, and National Highway 39 near Kiru-
phema in 2007. This says that the state could face 
such natural calamities in the future too, possibly 
even more frequently due to Global Warming and 
Climate Change.

According to the National Disaster Management 
Authority, the Western Ghats and the Himalayas in 
the northwest and Northeast India are areas of high 
vulnerability, and landslide-prone regions. The state 
also falls in the seismic zone-V, the highest earth-
quake-prone zone, according to the Geological Sur-
vey of India. This makes north-eastern states such as 
Nagaland vulnerable to natural calamities. To top it, 
most of the villages and towns in the state including 
Kohima are located on hills, which means landslides 
could cause devastating damage if precautions are 
not taken. It is imperative that construction of all 
structures including commercial buildings and resi-
dential houses across the state follow safety guide-
lines set by the government. But who is following the 
Nagaland State Building Bye-laws 2012, which was 
formulated to control damage from flood, landslide, 
earthquake and other calamities, to regulate con-
struction of buildings? Whom shall we blame—the 
government or the public—for the failure to comply 
with the rules? 

Everybody has to be blamed for the sheer negli-
gence that had been going on for years. The govern-
ment should ensure that the Nagaland State Building 
Bye-laws 2012 and the procedures for obtaining No 
Objection Certificate for constructions are strictly 
adhered to. The public too should not build houses 
on vulnerable locations such as slopes, or near drain-
age. We can’t stop disasters but it can be minimised 
if we don’t let greed and apathy get the better of us.

Hardev Sanotra  | IANS

Nisha Bellinger  |The Conversation

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Our heavenly Father corrects us and 
comforts us.

As a teenager, I went through the typical season of 
rebellion against my mother’s authority. My father 
died before I entered adolescence, so my mom had 
to navigate these turbulent parenting waters with-

out his help.
I recall thinking that Mom didn’t want me to ever have 

any fun—and maybe didn’t even love me—because she fre-
quently said no. I see now that she said no to activities that 
weren’t good for me precisely because she loves me.

The Israelites questioned how much God loved them be-
cause of their time in captivity in Babylon. But that captivity 
was God’s correction for their continued rebellion against 
Him. So now, God sent the prophet Malachi to them. His 
opening words from the Lord were, “I have loved you” 
(Malachi 1:2). Israel replied skeptically, inquiring as to how 
God has loved them, as if to say, “Really?” But God, through 
Malachi, reminded them of the way He had demonstrated 
that love: He had chosen them over the Edomites.

We all go through difficult seasons in life. We may be 
tempted to question God’s love for us during those times. 
Let’s recall the many ways He’s shown us His unfailing love. 
When we stop to consider His goodness, we find that He is 
indeed a loving Father. 

Lord, You have shown tender care for me over the course 
of my life. You’ve been present with me in difficult 
seasons. Help me to always remember Your love.

DAILY

PATH
You Love Me?

BIBLE READ:  MALACHI 1:1–5    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

How have you loved us?
~   Malachi 1:2

India Needs to Rethink its Currency Management

Technology Today Can Help Tackle Many Fundamental Problems in World —VMware CEO

India Has a Sexual Assault Problem That Only Women Can Fix

T
he economy is a fickle beast. Ex-
actly a year ago, the rupee, hav-
ing experienced a prolonged 
appreciating spree, had reached 

as high as 63.5 to a dollar. At the time, 
quite a few commentators wondered 
aloud if the Indian currency was over-
valued and whether was a moderation 
was necessary.

The trend of the rupee has entirely 
flipped this year. It has almost slipped 
10 per cent since January, closing below 
the psychological 70-mark this month 
for the first time in history. Now, a wave 
of concern has swept the economy on 
the possible drawbacks from a depreci-
ating currency.

There have been a mix of external 
factors that have contributed to the 
downslide. The immediate reason has 
been the crisis in Turkey, where Presi-
dent Recep Erdogan has chosen to pick 
a fight with Washington. As a result, for-
eign investors have begun to withdraw 
money from emerging market econo-
mies fearing that what happens in Tur-
key won’t remain in Turkey. 

But, India’s currency slide predates 
the Turkey turmoil. Since the beginning 
of the year, foreign investors have sold 
$6.8 billion in equity markets and $5.15 
billion in debt markets. A leading reason 
has been the raising of the interest rates 
by the US Federal Reserve as a part of the 
tightening of its monetary policy, which 
has prompted investors to pull their 
funds out of the emerging markets. Ad-

vanced economies are unwinding years 
of loose monetary policy practiced over 
the last decadein the post-crisis period. 
So, the financial market volatility arising 
out of it is here to stay for the developing 
world in the near future.

India, therefore, has not been alone 
with a weakening currency. However, 
it has been the hardest-hit in Asia. This 
points to inherent vulnerabilities in the 
Indian economy itself. Even though a 
case can be made that the currency has 
been merely adjusting to its true value 
after having appreciated a year ago, the 
issues that arise out of a weak rupee are 
hard to deny. 

The most problematic aspect is the 
rising import bill that is mostly led by 
oil for India. The country is the third-
largest consumer of oil in the world after 
US and China and about 82 per cent of 
this is imported. Global oil prices have 
already been on the rise this year and 
a weak rupee merely acts as a double 
whammy for the economy. 

As a result, India’s current account 
deficit, the difference between national 
savings and domestic investment, is 
also on the rise and is expected to touch 
2.6 pervcent of the gross domestic prod-
uct in this financial year compared to 
0.6 per cent merely two years ago. The 
country’s trade deficit in July had hit a 
five-year high of $18 billion. The other 
side of the story in a widening trade 
deficit is a sluggish growth in exports, 
which is a painful reality for the Indian 
economy. 

It is often argued that a depreciating 

currency is not bad since it helps boost 
exports. However, in this case, even such 
gains might not materialise. First, since 
the currency depreciation is not unique 
to India and is occurring throughout 
the developing world, domestic exports 
might not seem particularly attractive 
in the global markets. Some of the oth-
ercompeting emerging markets have 
witnessed even greater currency depre-
ciations.

Second, recent evidence has shown 
that depreciation does not always boost 
exports. In the 2013 ‘taper tantrum’ epi-
sode, when the Indian rupee lost about 
20 percent of its value after the Fed 
hinted at winding down its quantitative 
easing programme, the country’s export 
levels remained unaffected. 

Finally, as the world economies are 
becoming more protectionist in nature, 
the global demand is likely to remain 
subdued. Thus, India’s export prospects 
seem bleak for the time being.

There is a dire need to address the 
repeated macroeconomic vulnerability 
of the Indian economy that is linked to 
its currency fluctuations. It remains dif-
ficult for any government to devote re-
sources towards developmental efforts 
if cyclical external shocks keep defining 
policy constraints. In the short run, the 
excessive dependence on imports for 
crude oil has to be reduced. This would 
require a significant boost in domestic 
oil exploration and production, which 
has not been done in the last two dec-
ades. 

A more long-term approach should 

involve debunking the belief whatso-
ever that depreciation of currencies 
has any relation with higher exports. 
Instead, the focus should be on improv-
ing the productivity of the country’s re-
sources, which can help set its export 
basket apart from that of its competitors 
in the world markets. Such an approach 
would disassociate export performance 
from periodical external shocks and im-
prove macro-economic stability. 

China, for instance, no longer com-
petes on cheap labour and devalued 
currency. Higher efficiency and better 
quality are gradually becoming the hall-
marks of Chinese manufactures. The 
country’s mobile exports that are tak-
ing over the Indian markets are a case in 
point.

Finally, in addition to keeping its 
house in order, India can also address 
its macroeconomic vulnerabilities with 
higher international cooperation on the 
monetary and financial front. The world 
is missing effective international policy 
coordination that can ensure financial 
stability across global markets. India can 
take the lead on international forums 
with the support of developing nations 
that face similar financial risks and put 
such issues on the policy agenda. India 
needs to move away from a scenario of 
uncertain currency fluctuations as it has 
experienced over the course of last year. 

Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at 
amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and 

tweets @kautiliya. 

T
he CEO of VMware, Pat Gelsinger, on Monday 
practically threw down the gauntlet to his fel-
low tech leaders saying that “technology can 
be a force for good,” and can help solve many 

of the larger problems facing the world.
Speaking at the VMworld 2018 here, Gelsinger said 

that, in essence, technology was neutral, but “we must 
shape it for good,” and it was within the power of the 
“game-changing technologies”, to bring about funda-
mental changes, which was never available any time 
before in the history of humanity.

Quoting Milton Friedman who had said decades 
ago that the main goal of business was to make money, 
Gelsinger sought to differ with that sweeping generali-
sation, saying that perhaps the right approach was to 
make money while “doing good.” 

In an effort to rise above the moniker of merely a 
tech leader, Gelsinger said he was “more excited” today 
than any other time in his 38 years in the field because 
of what was possible now.

While congratulating the 23,000 employees on the 
“20th birthday” of VMware and addressing a fully-attend-
ed indoor stadium packed by some 15,000 people in the 
gambling capital of the world, Gelsinger said technology 
had in its ambit power to reduce poverty in the world.

“I believe it can bring modern education to every 
child on the planet. I believe together we can reverse 
the effects of climate change,” the CEO of the $7.9 bil-

lion company declared at its annual gathering to sev-
eral applauses, some of which were louder when he 
talked about acquisition of a Cloud health company or 
when he mentioned expected future successes.

He spoke of several initiatives that the company 
had undertaken in its search for “doing good” and 
mentioned the support work done with “Make-a-
Wish” foundation which works with seriously ill chil-
dren and their parents. 

Gelsinger also pointed out that even today five 
billion people in the world did not have access to ad-
equate surgery facilities and talked about the “Mercy 
Ships” which aim to deliver high-end surgical services 
to African children.

He said with the help of NGOs -- and technology 
back-up by VMware --, the ship equipped by the hos-
pital and accompanied by doctors had been able to 
deliver medical services where it was needed the most. 
“When the ship docks at an African port, there is a 
queue of people seeking its service,” he said.

Next year, he informed, the Christian charity would 
launch an even bigger ship with double the existing 
capacity and that he would be accompanying the doc-
tors for the maiden voyage to an African city.

In his more than an hour-long speech, Gelsinger, 
of course, talked in length about the technological 
changes that were being brought about in the com-
pany with an emphasis on security, which has moved 
to the centre of human consciousness after a series of 
breaches the world over.

He said security in the technology world had been 

treated all wrong with a “bolt on” attitude. Security, he 
said, needed to be embedded in devices and applica-
tions from the very beginning so that attackers are not 
allowed to get away with it. “We are shrinking the at-
tack space” and not merely chasing the attackers.

Later, both he and Michael Dell, Chairman of Dell 
Technologies -- the parent company of VMware -- an-
swered several questions posed by media representa-
tives and analysts.

Hardev Sanotra is attending the conference at the 
invitation of VMware. He can be contacted at  

hardev.sanotra@ians.in

I
ndia is the most dangerous country 
for sexual violence against women, 
according to the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation 2018 survey.

The survey, which measures sexual 
and non-sexual violence, discrimination, 
cultural traditions, health care and hu-
man trafficking, has been criticized for 
reflecting more perception than data.

But India barely fares better in other 
studies that rank its treatment of women. 
It placed 131st of 152 countries in the 
Georgetown Institute’s global ranking of 
women’s inclusion and well-being.

India’s National Crime Records Bu-
reau reported 338,954 crimes against 
women – including 38,947 rapes – in 
2016, the most recent government data 
available. That’s up from 309,546 report-
ed incidents of violence against women 
in 2013.

High-profile attacks on Indian wom-
en have shocked this nation of 1.3 billion 
in recent years. The 2012 gang rape of a 
23-year-old student in Delhi who died 
from her injuries caused public outrage. 
The incident helped spur an amendment 
to India’s criminal law, which broadened 
the definition of sexual crimes against 
women to include stalking, acid attacks 
and voyeurism.

This year, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi issued an executive order allowing 
the death penalty as a punishment for 
people convicted of sexually assaulting a 
child under 12.

But stricter laws apparently did little 
to prevent 34 girls from being tortured 
and raped at government-funded shel-
ters in India’s Bihar state earlier this year.

Women’s representation in India
My research on diversity in government 
suggests that one of the reasons India 
has not been able to effectively address 
crimes against women is the lack of 
women in national political office.

That’s because, research shows, hav-
ing women in government can lead to 
more and better laws that safeguard 
women’s well-being.

India’s population is 48 percent fe-

male. But women hold just under 12 per-
cent of seats in the national legislature.

That falls well below the 30 percent 
“critical mass” that the United Nations 
Equal Opportunity Commission believes 
is necessary for women lawmakers to be 
influential in policymaking.

Local governments in India actually 
have a quota system that ensures women 
hold one-third of seats in rural and city 
councils. But female representation in In-
dia’s far more powerful national govern-
ment remains comparable to countries 
like the Republic of Congo and Mauritius, 
where women hold about 11 percent of 
legislative seats.

Rwanda, where 61 percent of legisla-
tors are female, has the most women in 
government of any nation in the world, 
followed by Cuba, with 53 percent.

These are not necessarily the safest 
places in the world for women. Accord-
ing to the Georgetown Institute’s ranking 
of women’s well-being, Iceland, Norway, 
Switzerland, Slovenia and Spain are some 
of the safest – all countries where women 
hold over 30 percent of legislative seats.

Political representation does not 
translate precisely, directly or immedi-
ately into physical security for a given 
population. But it’s a start.

Women help women
Research demonstrates that govern-
ments that include representatives from 
across society – that is, of different politi-
cal parties, races, classes, genders, geog-
raphies and religions – produce better 
quality of life for citizens than less inclu-
sive governments.

My latest book shows that countries 
with a vibrant political party system en-
able diverse groups to influence deci-
sion-making. Because they are a product 
of deliberation and cooperation between 
politicians with divergent ideologies, 
policies formulated in such societies are 
more likely to reflect the needs of diverse 
groups.

Scholarship likewise indicates that 
women in office may prioritize different 
kinds of policies than men – including 
those that address the needs of women 
and children.

In New Zealand, where women hold 

38 percent of parliamentary seats and the 
prime minister is a woman, lawmakers 
recently guaranteed paid leave for victims 
of domestic violence. That gives victims 
time to relocate, protecting themselves 
and their children from their abusers.

Women in the United States Congress 
have also proactively addressed sexual 
harassment inside government.

In March, female senators from both 
parties – who make up 22 percent of the 
U.S. Senate – pushed Senate leadership 
to call a vote on legislation that would 
give legal representation to women who 
complain of sexual harassment on Capi-
tol Hill and reduce barriers to filing a for-
mal complaint. The bill passed in May, 
and is currently being reconciled with the 
House’s version of a similar bill.

And it was the late chief minister of 
India’s Tamil Nadu state, J. Jayalalithaa, 
who in 2010 announced a 13-point ac-
tion plan for the state to better protect 
sexual violence survivors. Her provisions, 
which have since been partially imple-
mented, included state-paid medical ex-
penses after abuse, female investigating 
officers and fast-track courts for sexual 
violence cases.

India’s 2013 national legislation on 
sexual violence ignores many of these 
victims’ rights issues, as the human rights 

organizations Human Rights Watch and 
Amnesty International have pointed out.

Getting women at the table
India has contemplated the need for 
more women in public office.

In 2010, the upper house of its legisla-
ture voted on a bill that would have des-
ignated one-third of seats in national and 
state legislative assemblies for women. 
Then-Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
described it as a “historic step forward 
toward emancipation of Indian woman-
hood.”

But the lower house never voted on 
the bill. And though Prime Minister Modi 
has expressed support for a gender quota 
in Indian government, he has made little 
effort to work with parliament to get the 
legislation passed.

Putting Indian women in positions of 
political power won’t solve a longstand-
ing, pervasive and entrenched social is-
sue like violence against women.

But evidence suggests that an Indian 
government with more women in it could 
better protect Indian women by passing 
comprehensive laws that defend women 
from abuse and help victims recover.

Nisha Bellinger is an assistant professor 
of Political Science at Boise State 

University
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A friend who 
planned to come over tonight might not 
show up, Aries. You may worry, since this 
person isn’t one to blow you off. Don’t imag-

ine accidents or disasters. The culprit’s probably traffic. 
Phone your friend. If you don’t reach him or her, leave 
a message to call you. Your friend is probably fine, but 
you may have to postpone your visit for another day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Travel of any 
kind might be virtually impossible today, 
Taurus. Airports could be jammed, flights 
delayed, and planes plagued with mechani-

cal problems. If you’re traveling by car, expect road 
construction and backed-up traffic. Stay home if you 
can. If you must travel, take plenty music and books to 
keep you occupied while you’re waiting. You’re likely to 
go nuts otherwise.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This isn’t a good 
day to invest in anything. Don’t spend much 
time working on speculative projects, Gem-
ini, and don’t put your money into anything 

but gold, land, or blue-chip stocks and bonds. You 
probably wouldn’t lose everything, but it would be a 
long time before you saw a profit. Concentrate on what 
you know is secure now. There will be better days to 
wheel and deal.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A love partner 
could be gloomy today, Cancer. This might 
be the kind of day when no matter how 
many times you draw your mate’s attention 

to the doughnut, he or she still sees only the hole. The 
glass is always half empty, never half full. Your beloved 
will probably be this way all day. Don’t let it drive you 
crazy. Try to see the humor in it. That will help you, 
anyway.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You tend to be cu-
rious, Leo, and you’re always trying to learn 
more about your many interests. But today 
you could be eager to research a subject but 

be unable to find any information about it no matter 
how many libraries or databases you explore. Don’t 
bother with it today. You’ll only get frustrated. Watch 
some television. At least you’ll get a few laughs.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The need to at-
tend to business or networking obligations 
disguised as parties could get to you today, 
Virgo. You may have been forced to attend 

too many of these recently, and now there are even 
more coming up. You dread going to a place you don’t 
want to go, eating food you hate, talking pleasantly 
with people you can’t stand. Decline if you can. Life’s 
too short.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your home could 
be empty today, Libra. Other household 
members may be away and you could find it 
depressing. Instead of enjoying the solitude, 

you could feel like the walls are closing in around you. 
The only answer is to go out for a while. Take a walk or 
visit some bookstores or antique shops. Don’t go home 
until you’re too tired to do anything else. Try to have fun.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Someone 
close to you might be uncharacteristically 
silent today, Scorpio. Something is bothering 
them terribly, and they don’t seem to want to 

talk about it. You’re willing to listen or help, but don’t try 
to coax your friend into sharing. Use your intuition to 
sense what’s going on and do what you can to alleviate 
the situation. Your efforts won’t go unnoticed or unap-
preciated.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Financial 
worries might come up today, Sagittarius. You 
may check your bank balance and find that 
you have little money. This might come as a 

shock, because you thought there was plenty there. Be-
fore you panic, ask whoever’s in charge at the bank to 
double-check the records. It’s probably a computer er-
ror. It shouldn’t take long to correct, and you’ll be able 
to breathe a sigh of relief.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
might be so gloomy that you don’t even 
want to get up. It might not be a good idea 
to stay home, however. Try to find some 

tasks to distract you. At some point during the day, get 
out in the open air and take a walk, preferably through 
a park and near water, if possible. You’ll get the endor-
phins going and lift your spirits considerably.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Any work 
today could require a higher level of con-
centration than you can muster, Aquarius. 
You might lapse into daydreams, think 

about personal matters, and feel guilty because you 
aren’t doing what you’re supposed to be doing. On 
days like this it’s best to focus on routine tasks you 
can do automatically. That way, your mind can wan-
der. That’s the only way you’ll make it through today.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today your cre-
ative impulses could seem blocked, Pisces. 
You might be trying to reach your own or 
someone else’s deadline. You may feel the 

need to get some work done, while your muse seems 
to have gone on vacation. If your deadline is official, 
phone whoever’s in charge and ask for an extension. 
You won’t be happy with the results if you force your-
self to work today.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Dr Susan Wilbraham and  
Elizabeth Caldwell  
| The Conversation

Richard G ‘Bugs’ Stevens
| Aeon

Children’s Books Are Adding to Science’s Gender Problem

How the Marvel of Electric Light Became a Global Blight to Health

A
sk young children what they want 
to be when they grow up and the 
chances are that scientific jobs such 
as astronaut and doctor will appear 

high on the list. But ask them to draw a sci-
entist and they are more than twice as likely 
to draw a man than a woman. Children can 
form these kinds of biases from many sourc-
es. But perhaps we shouldn’t be too surprised 
to see such an absence of women scientists 
in children’s drawings when the illustrations 
we show them are often just as bad.

Our study of imagery in children’s sci-
ence books reveals that women are sig-
nificantly underrepresented. In the physi-
cal sciences in particular, the pictures 
frequently fail to communicate women’s 
technical skills or knowledge. The imagery 
in these books gives the impression that sci-
ence is a subject for men, and that careers 
in science, technology, engineering and 
maths (STEM) are unrewarding for women.

Developmental theories explain that 
children learn gender expectations to help 
them to respond appropriately within their 
social environment. This influences their 
understanding of who they are and encour-
ages them to behave in a way that is con-
ventional for their gender.

Pictures of men and women in chil-
dren’s science books contribute to these ex-
pectations by teaching them “rules” about 
the occupations suited to each gender. This 
encourages them to conform to prevailing 
gender career stereotypes. To counter this, 
female role models need to be visible in 
books to help develop girls’ interest in sci-
ence as they get older, and overcome nega-
tive perceptions of female scientists

Where are all the women?
Our research analysed the children’s science 
picture books in two public libraries in Eng-
land. First we counted the frequency of im-
ages of men, women, boys and girls within 
the 160 available books. Then we did a de-
tailed visual analysis of two scientific profes-
sions: astronauts and doctors. In this subset 
of 26 books, we examined what the male and 
female astronauts and doctors were doing, 

wearing and holding in the pictures.
We found that, overall, children’s science 

books pictured males three times more of-
ten than females, reinforcing the stereotype 
that science is a man’s pursuit. The under-
representation of females only worsened 
as the target age of the book increased. The 
women were generally depicted as passive, 
lower status and unskilled – or their pres-
ence was not acknowledged at all.

For example, one children’s book about 
space exploration shows what’s involved in 
a spacewalk. Along with pictures of astro-
nauts in their white padded spacesuits, we 
are told: “Without a spacesuit an astronaut’s 
blood would boil and his body would blow 
apart.” The use of male pronouns suggests 
the person inside the spacesuits is male.

There is no mention of the 11 coura-
geous women who have performed space-

walks, including astronaut Sunita Williams 
whose image is used in the montage. As 
Williams’s face is covered by her helmet and 
the text only mentions men, it would be 
easy for children to think that women don’t 
do spacewalks.

On the pages of another book, we do see 
a female astronaut, pictured floating inside 
a space station and smiling at the camera. 
The qualifications and experience required 
to get astronauts to this point are extensive. 
Places on NASA’s Astronaut training pro-
gramme are highly competitive with thou-
sands of applications each year. But in the 
book, the woman’s training, expertise and 
knowledge are not mentioned.

Instead, the picture caption reads: “In 
zero G, every day is a bad hair day.” Com-
ments like this that focus on women’s looks 
fail to take their contributions seriously. 

What’s more, research shows that empha-
sising appearance in science role models 
can reduce school girls’ self-rated ability or 
make scientific jobs seem unobtainable to 
them.

Our study also found important differ-
ences between subject disciplines. In phys-
ics books, 87% of images were of men or 
boys, and in the few pictures where female 
astronauts were pictured, they were never 
shown driving shuttles, doing experiments 
or spacewalking. Books about biology, in 
contrast, did have an even balance of imag-
es of men and women – and female doctors 
are shown carrying out the same activities 
and having the same status as male doctors.

Why this matters
You might think that imagery isn’t impor-
tant, that the messages in pictures or illus-

trations are trivial. A multi-billion pound 
advertising industry disagrees with you. 
Advertising rarely provides detailed argu-
ments for products or services but this 
doesn’t make its messages less powerful. 
Instead, adverts rely on persuasion through 
peripheral cues, such as by exemplifying 
appealing lifestyles and using imagery de-
picting the rewards of status or respect.

In the same way, children’s books ad-
vertise career choices, and their imagery 
communicates what it means for men and 
women to be associated with these occupa-
tions. Women need to be present in chil-
dren’s science books to demonstrate that all 
science subjects are fulfilling for girls.

Research shows that, even before chil-
dren go to school, they have the idea that 
men are better at male-dominated profes-
sions. Given that girls as young as eight are 
often put off maths and science by teachers 
and parents, it is perhaps no surprise that 
only 20% of A-level students taking phys-
ics are female. Interviews with successful 
female scientists have shown that girls do 
seek out role models in science, but are of-
ten unable to find them.

As such, it’s vital that imagery in chil-
dren’s books is given greater consideration. 
Book editors and illustrators need to make 
significant efforts to represent women as 
qualified, skillful and technically able. They 
need to be pictured actively engaging in 
scientific activities and using appropriate 
tools or equipment, not merely present as 
assistants or observers. Women also need to 
be represented in greater numbers so that 
girls can see female role models in STEM 
professions and see these careers as poten-
tially rewarding.

Parents, teachers and librarians – along 
with authors, illustrators and publishers 
– should review their books for gendered 
messages. Question what the images are 
teaching children and ask what career as-
pirations the books might be igniting or 
quashing.

Dr Susan Wilbraham is a senior lecturer 
in applied psychology at University of 

Cumbria. 
Elizabeth Caldwell is an academic 

skills tutor at  School of Art in design 
and architecture at the University of 

Huddersfield

L
ight pollution is often 
characterised as a soft 
issue in environmentalism. 
This perception needs to 

change. Light at night constitutes 
a massive assault on the ecology of 
the planet, including us. It also has 
indirect impacts because, while 20 
per cent of electricity is used for 
lighting worldwide, at least 30 per 
cent of that light is wasted. Wasted 
light serves no purpose at all, and 
excessive lighting is too often used 
beyond what is needed for driving, 
or shopping, or Friday-night 
football. 

The electric light bulb is touted 
as one of the most significant 
technological advancements of 
human beings. It ranks right up 
there with the wheel, control of 
fire, antibiotics and dynamite. But 
as with any new and spectacular 
technology, there are invariably 
unintended consequences. 
With electric light has come an 
obliteration of night in much of 
the modern world; both outside in 
the city, and indoors during what 
was once ‘night’ according to the 
natural position of the Sun.

Life has evolved for several 
billion years with a reliable cycle 
of bright light from the Sun during 
the day, and darkness at night. This 
has led to the development of an 
innate circadian rhythm in our 
physiology; that circadian rhythm 
depends on the solar cycle of night 

and day to maintain its precision. 
During the night, beginning at 
about sunset, body temperature 
drops, metabolism slows, hunger 
abates, sleepiness increases, and 
the hormone melatonin rises 
dramatically in the blood. This 
natural physiological transition 
to night is of ancient origin, 
and melatonin is crucial for the 
transition to proceed as it should.

We now know that bright, 
short-wavelength light – blue 
light – is the most efficient for 
suppressing melatonin and 
delaying transition to night-time 
physiology; meanwhile, dimmer, 
longer-wavelength light – yellow, 
orange, and red, from a campfire 
or a candle, for example – has very 
little effect. Bright light from the 
Sun contains blue light, which is 
a benefit in the morning when 
we need to be alert and awake; 
but whether we are outdoors or 
indoors, when bright, blue light 
comes after sunset, it fools the 
body into thinking it’s daytime.

I expressed the first serious 
concern about the potential 
health consequences of electric 
light at night 30 years ago, when 
I asked whether over-lighting 
might increase the risk of breast 
cancer. It was during the 1980s, 
just as researchers were finding 
that a fatty Western diet might 
not much alter the breast-cancer 
risk in individuals, that a friend 
from the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center in Seattle 
pointed me to research on the 
impact of melatonin. Lowered 

levels of melatonin (an effect of 
over-lighting) had been traced to 
heightened levels of oestrogen (at 
least in rodents), a clear breast-
cancer risk factor when fatty diets 
were not. Later evidence has shown 
that women who work the night 
shift are at higher breast-cancer risk. 
Evidence suggests that circadian 
disruption from over-lighting the 
night could be related to risk of 
obesity and depression as well. In 
fact, it might be that virtually all 
aspects of health and wellbeing are 
dependent to one extent or another 
on a synchronised circadian 
rhythmicity, with a natural cycle of 
bright days and dark nights.

Putting a finer point on the 
risk is ‘The New World Atlas of 
Artificial Night Sky Brightness’, 
published in 2016. The atlas uses 
data from NASA’s Suomi National 
Polar-orbiting Partnership satellite 
to estimate skyglow across the 
globe. The images in the atlas 
are either dazzling or horrifying, 
depending on how you look at it. 
In its coloured maps of cities and 
countries, using brighter colours 
to show greater skyglow, Europe 
and North America appear ablaze. 
According to the atlas, the Milky 
Way cannot be seen at night by 
one-third of humans. In Europe, 
it’s not visible to 60 per cent of 
people, and in North America, it’s a 
whopping 80 per cent.

The current ‘lightmare’ 
traces back to the 1950s, when a 
road-building frenzy, including 
construction of the Interstate 
Highway System, aimed to solve 

the problem of congestion in the 
United States. But the roads turned 
out to increase congestion and 
pollution, including light pollution, 
too. In retrospect, the result 
was preordained: build a bigger 
freeway, and more people will use 
it to the point where there is more 
congestion than before the new 
road.

To understand the phenomenon, 
economists developed the idea of 
induced demand – in which the 
supply of a commodity actually 
creates demand for it. So the 
more roads one builds, the more 
people drive on them, and the 
more that congestion results. In 
his book The Conundrum (2012), 
David Owen eloquently extends 
the idea of induced demand from 
larger roadways to the perils of 
increased efficiency in general. 
More efficient energy-production 
and use, without concerted public 
education on reduction of use, can 
make the pollution problem worse. 
He includes the example of energy-
efficient, and thereby cheaper to 
use, lightbulbs; as people use more 
efficient lightbulbs, the total energy 
required to burn them – along with 
light pollution – increases.

True to Owen’s tenet, a major 
report published in Science 
Advances in 2017 showed 
that from 2012 to 2016 there 
has been a dramatic increase 
in both the brightness of the 
metropolitan areas of the world 
and the geographic extent of light 
pollution. This is despite the fact 
that, since 2012, high-efficiency 

LED street lighting has been 
increasingly installed in much of 
the industrialised world so as to 
‘save energy’. But with overuse, it 
seems to be doing the opposite.

The hyper-aggressive marketing 
of bright, white LED street lighting 
to cities and towns has advanced 
to a breathtaking level. The US 
Department of Energy (DoE) and 
a group of international partners 
have launched an effort called ‘Rise 
and Shine: Lighting the World with 
10 Billion LED Bulbs’ in ‘a race to 
deploy 10 billion high-efficiency, 
high-quality and affordable 
lighting fixtures and bulbs (like 
LEDs) as quickly as possible’. Ten 
billion is more than the number of 
people on the planet.

In response to this relentless 
attack on night, the American 
Medical Association (AMA) 
stepped up and adopted an official 
policy statement in 2016. I was 
one of the co-authors of the AMA 
statement, in which my colleagues 
and I recommended reducing the 
brightness and blue content of the 
LED products being deployed by 
utilities around the country.

The reaction from the DoE 
and the Illuminating Engineering 
Society of North America (IES) 
was swift and highly critical of the 
AMA’s audacity, asserting that the 
AMA was not qualified to make 
any statements on lighting. But 
this reaction was disingenuous 
because without the AMA 
statement, the nationwide retrofit 
would have continued unabated 
without regard to the environment 

or human health.
Electric light can be a great 

benefit to people when used wisely. 
To get to the ‘used wisely’ part 
requires all the science happening 
now. But there must also be a 
desire for effective use of electric 
lighting on the part of government 
and the public. Recycling is now 
entrenched because children are 
being raised with new awareness. 
Water conservation has also 
become important; few people 
will leave the faucet running much 
longer than necessary. Yet some 
people think nothing of using more 
electricity than they actually need.

LED technology is not the 
problem, per se. In fact, LED will 
probably be a large part of the 
solution because of its versatility. 
The issue in street lighting is that 
the particular products being 
pushed by utility companies and 
the DoE are very strong in the 
blue – and they don’t have to be. 
Different LED products can be 
marketed that are much more 
friendly to the environment and 
our circadian health. This is of 
paramount importance when 
lighting the inside of buildings 
where we live and work.

In the life of the planet, 
destruction of night is as important 
an issue as the poisoning of water 
and air.

Richard G ‘Bugs’ Stevens is 
professor of community medicine 
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of Medicine at the University of 
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Five rights activists held 
in nationwide swoop

Be careful but don’t panic over 
Momo Challenge — Bengal CID Loss much more than estimate of INR 20,000 crore — Kerala CM

BJP’s key planks for 2019 polls: Social justice, 
national security and welfare measures

Mamata dares Centre to start NRC exercise in Bengal

Court seeks CBI response 
on Chidambaram’s plea

PTI

Mamata Banerjee waves during a rally to celebrate foundation day 
of TMC Chhatra Parishad in Kolkata on Tuesday.

PTI

Revolutionary writer P Varavara Rao after a medical chek-up 
following his arrest by the Pune police in connection with the Bhima 
Koregaon case, in Hyderabad on Tuesday.

PTI

P Chidambaram (File Photo)

PTI

A file picture of people wading across a waterlogged street in a flood-affected area, in Alleppey, Kerala.

Pune/Hyderabad, Aug. 28 
(IANS): Police on Tuesday 
arrested five human rights 
activists and alleged Mao-
ist sympathizers, including 
Left ideologue Varavara 
Rao, in connection with 
the Koregaon-Bhima riots 
in Maharashtra.

The raids took place 
at 10 places in Mumbai, 
Pune, Goa, Telangana, 
Chhattisgarh, Delhi and 
Haryana. 

“We have arrested 
Varavara Rao, Vernon 
Gonsalves, Arun Ferreira, 
Sudha Bharadwaj and 
Gautam Navlakha,” Joint 
Police Commissioner of 
Pune Shivajirao Bodkhe 
told IANS.

Besides, other activists 
across the country includ-
ing Kranti, Stan Swami 
and Anand Teltumbde 
were raided in the major 
operation that is part of 
the ongoing probe into 
the involvement of Mao-
ist supporters into the 
Koregaon-Bhima riots of 
January 1 this year.

In a related develop-
ment, the Delhi High 
Court directed Mahar-
ashtra Police not to take 
Navlakha out of Delhi till 
Wednesday and keep him 
under house arrest till fur-
ther orders.

The court directive 
came on a habeas corpus 
petition filed by Navlakha’s 
counsel seeking to know 

his whereabouts. The po-
lice told the court that they 
had already got transit re-
mand of the accused from 
a magistrate.

Scores of supporters of 
these activists staged noisy 
protests during the police 
raids at various locations, 
including in Mumbai and 
Thane.

The arrests also evoked 
condemnation from other 
activists and former bu-
reaucrats who expressed 

shock over the raids on the 
homes of intellectuals and 
activists critical of the BJP.

They called it an at-
tempt to strike terror 
among those fighting for 
justice for the marginal-
ised. 

The signatories to the 
joint statement included 
Admiral (retd) L. Ramdas, 
former bureaucrat Harsh 
Mander, former JNU stu-
dent activist Shehla Rashid 
Shora, journalist Paran-

joy Guha Thakurta, Gu-
jarat MLA Jignesh Mevani 
and rights activists Teesta 
Setalvad and Swami Ag-
nivesh. 

Among the angles be-
ing probed after Tuesday’s 
crackdown are the modus 
operandi of the activists, 
their sources of finance 
and modes of funding of 
their activities, their sus-
pected connections with 
like-minded groups and 
related issues, officials in-
dicated.

Bharipa Bahujan Ma-
hasangh (BBM) President 
Prakash Ambedkar called 
it an attempt by the gov-
ernment to “silence the 
masses” in the wake of the 
recent crackdown on the 
Hindu rightwing group 
Sanatan Sanstha.

“But now NGOs which 
are non-political will be-
come more active and 
aggressive than they were 
earlier in opposing this 
(BJP) government in or-
der to safeguard democ-
racy and human rights,” 
warned Ambedkar, the 
grandson of B.R. Ambed-
kar.

Officials described 
Tuesday’s operations as a 
follow-up to similar action 
taken on April 17 when the 
Pune Police swooped on 
over half a dozen Dalit ac-
tivists and those involved 
with the Kabir Kala Man-
ch, which organised an 

Elgar Conference in Pune 
on December 31.

The next day, on Janu-
ary 1, caste riots erupted 
in Koregaon-Bhima which 
left one person dead, cul-
minating in a Maharash-
tra shutdown on January 
3 called by the Bharipa 
Bahujan Mahasangh of 
Prakash Ambedkar.

A f t e r  n e a r l y  f i v e 
months,  Pune Police 
teams fanned out in 
around half a dozen states 
and raided the homes and 
offices of several persons 
who are suspected to be 
linked with the Elgar Con-
ference or are considered 
as Maoist supporters.

The police have seized 
items like computers, lap-
tops, CDs, pen-drives, ‘in-
criminating documents’ 
and books from them and 
contended that they func-
tioned like an ‘urban think 
tank’ for Maoists. 

Previously, during the 
April action, the Pune po-
lice had targeted rights 
activists like Surendra 
Gadling, Mahesh Raut, 
Shoma Sen, Rona Wilson 
and Sudhir Dhawale (all 
arrested) besides raiding 
Harshali Potdar, Jyoti Jag-
tap, Ramesh Gaychor and 
Sagar Gorke.

Those arrested were 
charged under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act and the Indian Penal 
Code.

Kolkata, Aug. 28 (IANS): A day after issuing precau-
tionary notice about the killer online game Momo 
Challenge, the West Bengal CID on Tuesday urged 
parents and teachers to keep an eye on children’s 
online activities but urged people not to panic.

Claiming that fake Whatsapp messages similar to 
the Momo Challenge game requests can be sent by 
technical experts using unknown numbers, a senior 
CID officer said the department had not got any for-
mal complaint related to the game but was looking 
into cases reported by the media.

“We appeal to the masses to be careful but not 
to panic. It would put unnecessary pressure on the 
kids and their parents. Parents and teachers should 
check what the kids are upto on social media,” 
Deputy Inspector General (CID) Nishad Parvez told 
reporters here.

“These Momo Challenge messages on Whatsapp 
can be faked. We are not saying that all the messages 
received by people are fakes but technical experts 
can send messages similar to the Momo challenge 
using unknown number. It is possible that a group 
is sending such messages to scare the social media 
users or to create panic among the masses,” he said.

Talking about the two incidents of suicide re-
ported in north Bengal’s Kurseong last week which 
were said to have been instigated by the killer game, 
the officer said no links have been found between the 
deaths and the game so far.

“We are scanning the mobile data of the deceased 
kid but so far no links with the Momo game has been 
found with the two deaths. We haven’t found any 
information in the other suicide case which may 
prove that the girl committed suicide after playing 
the game,” he added. Fear gripped parts of the state 
after the online Momo Challenge game allegedly 
made headway here earlier this month. 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Aug. 28 (PTI): The loss 
and damage to Kerala due 
to the devastating del-
uge would be much more 
than the primary estimate 
of Rs 20,000 crore, Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
said today.

Rescue operations 
were over and the thrust 
now is on rehabilitation 
and rebuilding the state 
ravaged by the rain fury 
that claimed 322 lives 
since August 8, Vijayan 
told reporters after hold-
ing a meeting here to re-
view the post-flood situ-
ation.

“Rehabilitation proc-
ess of the displaced is 
progressing in the right 
direction,” he said.

The chief minister re-
jected the Congress-led 
UDF opposition charge 
that the LDF government 
has not utilised the Ockhi 
cyclone relief fund.

The cyclone hit the 
state’s coast in November 
last year causing mas-
sive damage and claimed 
more than 100 lives, most-
ly of fishermen.

“I fail to understand 
why opposition leader 
Ramesh Chennithala is 

New Delhi, Aug. 28 (PTI): The is-
sues of social justice with an eye 
on Dalits and backward castes, 
national security, especially NRC, 
and welfare schemes of the Modi 
government emerged as the main 
poll planks for the BJP as it held a 
meeting of its chief ministers here 
to strategise for upcoming elec-
tions to state assemblies and Lok 
Sabha.

At the day-long meeting of BJP 
chief ministers, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi listed a number of 
decisions and legislations effected 
by his government benefiting all 
sections of society, particularly 
Dalits, Other Backward Communi-
ties, the poor and farmers.

Briefing reporters on the meet-
ing attended by 14 of the 15 BJP 
chief ministers, several Union 
ministers and party president Amit 
Shah, Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Raman Singh said party leaders 
discussed preparations in every 
state for the parliamentary elec-
tions and also upcoming assembly 
polls in three states.

“We have taken a pledge that 
we will win the Lok Sabha polls 
with a majority bigger than the 
one we had in the 2014 polls. We 

will also ensure our victory in three 
state polls,” he said.

The Lok Sabha polls are less 
than eight months away while 
assembly elections in Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 
are slated for later this year.

Modi in his address spoke 
about laws passed by Parliament 
for welfare of Dalits, tribals and 
Other Backward Communities, 
besides measures such as hiking 
minimum support price for crops 
to benefit farmers, Singh said.

He also spoke about ‘Swachh 
Bharat’ exercise, under which the 
government has been building toi-
lets and focussing on cleanliness, 
and the ongoing ‘Gram Swaraj’ 
project in over 48,000 villages.

He asked the party’s chief min-
isters to focus on their speedy 
execution and take it to the masses 
during elections, Singh said.

“Fruitful meeting with Chief 
Ministers and Deputy Chief Min-
isters of states where the BJP is in 
power,” Modi tweeted.

Speaking to reporters, Singh 
also mocked the Opposition over 
its efforts to unite to take on the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance, saying 

they are engaging in a futile exer-
cise as Modi is certain to return to 
power.

The central  government’s 
scheme has benefitted all sections 
of society, he said.

Shah said the hike in MSP for 
crops has been of a huge help for 
the agriculture sector.

The bill passed in Parliament to 
grant constitutional status to the 
OBC commission has also gener-
ated a lot of positive response, 
Singh said.

The issue of National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Assam was also 
discussed with the party asserting 
that the presence of illegal infiltra-
tors could not be tolerated in the 
country.

They also said that minority 
Hindus in neighbouring countries 
must find a home in India if they 
are persecuted there, Singh said.

Shah also made a mention of 
overwhelming tributes paid by 
people to former prime minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee following his 
death on August 16. 

The meeting passed a resolu-
tion remembering the BJP stal-
wart and hailing his works for the 
country.

Kolkata, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
Tuesday accused the BJP-
led central government of 
tying to evict people from 
the country in the name 
of the NRC in Assam and 
dared it to launch a simi-
lar exercise in Bengal.

“They (Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party) are trying to 
wrongfully evict many 
people from Assam. Some 
are even threatening to 
evict people from Bengal 
through a similar exercise 
here. I dare them to lay 
a finger on us. They will 
understand what Ben-
gal is made of,” Banerjee 
said at a rally held here to 

Ne w  D e l h i ,  Au g . 2 8 
(IANS): A court here on 
Tuesday directed the CBI 
to respond to former 
Union Finance Minister 
P. Chidambaram’s plea 
wherein he alleged that 
the agency is not inter-
ested in a fair trial in the 
Aircel-Maxis case as part 
of the charge sheet was 
leaked to the media.

Special Judge O.P. Saini 
asked the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) to 
file its response and listed 
the matter for October 8.

“The CBI has clandes-
tinely provided a copy 
of the charge sheet to a 
newspaper which is pub-

lishing it in instalments to 
sensationalise the issue 
and prejudice the rights of 
the accused,” Chidambar-
am said in his plea.

Chidambaram plead-
ed that the CBI wanted 
a media trial, which was 
causing grave prejudice 
to the rights of the ac-
cused. “The CBI is making 
a mockery of the judicial 
process, resulting in com-
plete travesty of justice,” 
the petitioner said.

Chidambaram, a sen-
ior Congress leader, his 
son Karti and others have 
been charge sheeted in 
the Aircel-Maxis case by 
the CBI which claims that 

he as the then Finance 
Minister had the power 
to approve foreign invest-
ments only up to Rs 600 
crore but cleared the Rs 
3,200-crore investment 
without referring the mat-
ter to the Cabinet Com-
mittee of Economic Af-
fairs.

Chidambaram point-
ed out that the court had 
not taken cognisance of 
the charge sheet, and 
hence copies of the same 
have not been supplied to 
any of the accused.

He did not seek any 
particular direction but 
urged the court to pass 
any order as it deems fit in 
the interest of justice.

O n  M o n d a y 
Chidambaram had main-
tained that he had ap-
proved the deal on the 
basis of a proposal from 
the Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB). 

“The CBI leaks its 
charge sheet to one news-
paper because it wants 
a trial by the media. For-
tunately, under our legal 
system, the trial can take 
place only in a court of 
law,” Chidambaram had 
said on Twitter.

“It is the FIPB that de-
cides if a proposal falls 
within the competence of 
the Finance Minister. 

The FIPB put up the 
proposal to me and I ap-
proved it along with 20 
other proposals,” he had 
added.

coming out with such a charge 
now at a time when all people are 
extending support.

When people are contributing 
towards the chief minister’s disaster 
relief fund, why is he (Chennithala) 
making statements suggesting do 
not pay?” Vijayan asked.

The chief minister also gave de-
tails of the amount spent from the 
Ockhi relief fund and said govern-
ment has not diverted any amount 
for other purposes.

On the opposition demand to 
have a separate account for the re-
lief amount received for the present 
calamity, Vijayan said “it will come 

as part of procedure. There is no 
need for any concern over such 
issues.” 

On the rehabilitation process, 
he said with more and more people 
returning home, the number of 
people in relief camps have come 
down to 1.97 lakh.

There were more than 14.50 lakh 
people in relief camps on August 21. 
“This shows that nearly 12.53 lakh 
people have returned home after 
rehabilitation began,” he said.

Rebuilding the state is one of 
the difficult tasks before the govern-
ment. Only by integrating various 
factors such as finance, rebuilding 

policy and ensuring livelihood for 
the affected people, could it be ful-
filled, Vijayan said.

The state would come out with a 
action plan for rebuilding the state, 
he said.

Certain environmental issues 
have come to the fore in the light of 
the recent floods, he said.

The main issue before the gov-
ernment is whether to rehabilitate 
people in the same areas which 
were prone to flood and landslides, 
he said, adding “government has 
already started thinking on this 
matter.” 

The state assembly, which has 

been convened for a day 
on August 30 to discuss 
the post flood situation, 
would discuss all issues 
and government would 
finalise the action plan, 
he said.

Vijayan said steps 
would be taken to remove 
any hurdles to ensure that 
the flood-affected peo-
ple get their insurance 
amount for their vehicles 
and electronic equip-
ment, damaged in the 
rains, without delay.

Another meeting of 
heads of Insurance com-
panies would be called by 
state chief secretary Tom 
Jose, he said.

People across the 
country and abroad were 
extending co-operation 
and support towards the 
government’s rebuilding 
and rehabilitation exer-
cise, Vijayan said.

Support from the Cen-
tre was also generous, he 
added.

Vijayan appealed to 
all employed Keralities to 
donate one month’s salary 
to the CMDRF and asked 
businessmen and trad-
ers to earmark a portion 
of their income for relief 
work.

commemorate the foun-
dation day of the Trina-
mool Chhatra Parishad, 
the students wing of the 
Trinamool Congress. 

“Bengal has protested 
against the situation in 
Assam and will continue 
to do so. We all are In-
dian citizens. If they try 
to drive out even a single 
Indian citizen, we will not 
spare them,” she said.

The Trinamool Con-
gress supremo claimed 
that those asking for birth 
details of three genera-
tions of others’ families 
should submit their own 
family records first.

“They say they will 
start the exercise (Na-
tional Register of Citi-
zens) in Bengal. I want to 
see who dares to do that. 
We are Bengal tigers. It 
will not be so easy. Before 
you start anything here, 
remember that your days 
will be finished in 2019. 
The BJP will be finished in 
2019,” she claimed.

Coming down heavily 
on the Centre, Banerjee 
claimed that a conspiracy 
was on to break the coun-

try while the lives of com-
mon people were getting 
ruined because of several 
scams and price rise un-
der the current regime.

“The non-performing 
assets of public-sector 
banks have increased to 
Rs 14.5 lakh crore un-
der this government. The 
banking system has been 
ruined. The biggest bank 
fraud took place under 
them. Nobody knows how 
much black money has 
been retrieved since the 
demonetisation move,” 
she said.

She accused the Cen-
tre of using its agencies to 
“disturb” and intimidate 
opposition leaders and 
creating an Emergency-
like situation in the coun-
try to ensure the BJP’s 
victory in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections.

“People talk about 
Emergency imposed by 
then Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi. But this is an 
even bigger Emergency. 
People do not have the 
right to express views 
or follow their religion,” 
Banerjee added.
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Teresa May pledges to boost 
Britain’s investments in Africa

May was greeted by flag-waving children as she visited the ID Mkhize Secondary School in Gugulethu, on 
the outskirts of Cape Town.

Syria ready to take one million 
returning refugees — Moscow

UN points to possible war crimes in Yemen

Russia to hold biggest war games Australia’s new Cabinet sworn in after party dispute

South Sudan rebel chief 
refuses to sign peace deal

China’s swine fever outbreak 
may spread in Asia — FAO

Moscow, Aug. 28 (AFP): 
Russia’s defence minis-
ter said on Tuesday that 
war-torn Syria would be 
ready to accept one mil-
lion returning refugees, 
following Moscow-backed 
reconstruction work.

“Since 2015,  when 
towns and villages gradu-
ally started to be freed, 
more than one million 
people have returned 
home,” Sergei Shoigu said 
in comments reported by 
Russian news agencies.

“Now every opportu-
nity has been created for 
the return of roughly one 
million (more) refugees,” 
he told journalists.

“Huge infrastructure 

reconstruction work is 
ongoing, the rebuilding of 
transport routes and se-
curity points so that Syria 
can begin accepting refu-
gees.”

Russia, a long-time ally 
of Syria, launched a mili-
tary intervention in 2015 
to support the embat-
tled regime of President 
Bashar al-Assad, a move 
that changed the course 
of the war.

Assad and his allies 
have s ince recovered 
swathes of territory and 
the government is turning 
its attention to post-con-
flict reconstruction, with 
the aid of Moscow.

The war that erupted 

in 2011, one of the most 
devastating conflicts since 
World War II,  has dis-
placed more than half of 
Syria’s population, includ-
ing more than five million 
beyond its borders.

Most of them fled to 
neighbouring countries, 
particularly Turkey, Jordan 
and Lebanon.

Presidents Vladimir 
Putin and Donald Trump 
discussed the return of 
refugees at a summit in 
Helsinki last month.

Moscow later said it 
had put forward plans to 
Washington to cooperate 
on their return to Syria 
but details have yet to be 
confirmed.

Geneva, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
UN human rights experts 
on Tuesday pointed to pos-
sible war crimes in Yemen 
by pro-government forces 
backed by the Saudi-led co-
alition, and Houthi rebels 
in areas under their control.

The Group of Regional 
and International Eminent 
Experts on Yemen, created 
by the UN Human Rights 
Council in 2017, stated in a 
report that both sides and 
the Arab coalition “violated 
international laws that may 
amount to war crimes”.

They alleged that the 
Yemeni government forces 
and the rebel Houthi move-
ment made little effort to 
minimise civilian casualties 
and pointed to the bomb-
ing and shelling of schools, 
hospitals and markets, in 
which thousands of people 
died, the BBC reported.

“Individuals in the gov-
ernment of Yemen and the 
coalition, including Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE ... have 
committed acts that may, 

subject to determination 
by an independent and 
competent court, amount 
to international crimes,” 
the experts said.

They added that the 
Arab coalition’s airstrikes 
caused the majority of civil-
ian deaths as a direct con-
sequence of the bombing 
of “residential areas, mar-
kets, funerals, weddings, 
detention facilities, civilian 
boats and even medical 
facilities”.

On Monday, the coali-
tion accused the UN of 
bias for condemning two 
airstrikes on Houthi-con-
trolled areas that reportedly 
killed scores of Yemeni chil-
dren last week. Spokesman 
Turki al-Malki said the UN’s 
information was based on 
“rebel stories”.

The experts have inves-
tigated rapes and abuses 
committed in Yemen since 
September 2014, when 
Houthi rebels took Sana’a 
and provinces in the north 
and west of the country and 

expelled the government 
from the capital.

The conflict escalated 
in March 2015 with the 
intervention of the Arab 
coalition, supported by the 
US, the BBC said.

According to the UN Of-
fice for Human Rights, since 
March 2015, 6,660 civilians 
have died in the war and 
10,563 have been wounded, 
although the real figure may 
be significantly higher.

Pro-government forc-
es and the coalition may 
also have committed war 
crimes for having resorted 
to “cruel treatment and 
torture, outrages upon 
personal dignity, rape and 
conscripting or enlisting 
children under the age of 15 
or using them to participate 
actively in hostilities”.

The coalition’s air and 
naval blockade may also 
be a war crime, the experts 
warned. They will present 
their report to the UN Hu-
man Rights Council in 
September.

Moscow, Aug. 28 (AFP): Rus-
sia will next month hold its 
biggest war games since at 
least the 1980s, with around 
300,000 troops and 1,000 
aircraft, the defence minis-
ter said Tuesday.

The Vostok-2018 ex-
ercises will be carried out 
from September 11 to 15 in 
the country’s east with the 
participation of China and 
Mongolia.

“This will be something 
of a repeat of Zapad-81, 
but in some senses even 

bigger,” Sergei Shoigu said 
of the 1981 war games in 
Eastern Europe, in com-
ments reported by Rus-
sian news agencies.He said 
“more than 1,000 aircraft, 
almost 300,000 troops and 
almost all the ranges of the 
Central and Eastern military 
districts” would be involved 
in the exercises. “Imagine 
36,000 pieces of military 
equipment moving together 
at the same time - tanks, ar-
moured personnel carriers, 
infantry fighting vehicles. 

And all of this, of course, in 
conditions as close to com-
bat as possible.”

Moscow said last year’s 
Zapad-2017 military drills, 
conducted in ally Belarus 
and regions of Russia, saw 
the participation of roughly 
12,700 troops.

But NATO claimed Rus-
sia could have been mas-
sively under-reporting the 
scale of the exercises, which 
some of the alliance’s eastern 
members said involved more 
than 100,000 servicemen.

Canberra, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
Members of newly-ap-
pointed Australian prime 
minister Scott Morrison’s 
Cabinetwere sworn in on 
Tuesday after an internal 
dispute of the ruling Liberal 
Party that led to a change in 
its leadership and the head 
of the government.

The ceremony took 
place in the presence of 
Morrison before Governor-
General Peter Cosgrove, the 
representative of Queen 
Elizabeth II, Australia’s 

Head of State, reports Efe 
news.

Morrison and Treasurer 
Josh Frydenberg already 
took office on August 24, a 
few hours after being elect-
ed as leader and deputy 
leader of the Liberal Party 
in a vote that ended the 
leadership and government 
of former prime minister 
Malcolm Turnbull.

Home affairs minister 
Peter Dutton was sworn in 
on Monday.

Dutton, who tried to 

unseat Turnbull, was re-
appointed as home affairs 
minister, a post he previ-
ously held during the Turn-
bull administration, but 
without the portfolios of 
Immigration, Citizenship 
and Multicultural Affairs, 
which were taken over by 
David Coleman.

Other members of the 
new Cabinetinclude Marise 
Payne, who left her post as 
defence minister to take 
the foreign affairs portfolio 
in the new cabinet.

Christopher Pyne will 
replace Payne in defence, 
while Steve Ciobo will be-
come the new Defence In-
dustry Minister and leave 
his trade portfolio for Si-
mon Birmingham.

The ministry of energy 
and environment will be di-
vided in two different port-
folios, with Angus Taylor, 
known for his opposition 
to renewable energies, as-
suming the first and Melissa 
Price taking the latter.

Dan Tehan will become 

the new education minister 
while Mathias Cormann re-
mains in charge of Finance 
in the new conservative-
leaning Cabinetwith nu-
merous Dutton allies.

Former prime minister 
Tony Abbott, considered 
the main figure foment-
ing the party opposition 
against Turnbull, however, 
did not receive any promo-
tions but it is possible that 
he will be appointed as a 
special envoy for indig-
enous affairs.

Khartoum, Aug. 28 (AFP): 
South Sudan rebel chief 
Riek Machar on Tuesday 
refused to sign a final 
peace deal with the gov-
ernment, in a setback for 
a regional drive to end 
nearly five years of brutal 
civil war.

Machar and president 
Salva Kiir have held weeks 
of talks in Khartoum in 
search of a comprehen-
sive peace deal to end the 
conflict, which has killed 
tens of thousands and 
displaced millions since 
2013 in the world’s young-
est country.

The warring parties 
have already inked several 
agreements, including a 
permanent ceasefire and 
a power-sharing deal that 
sees Machar returning as 
first vice president in the 
government.

But on Tuesday the 
rebel leader refused to 
sign the final peace deal 
even as Juba inked it.

“The main South Su-
danese opposition groups, 
including the SPLM-IO 
(Machar faction), refused 
to sign the final document 
demanding that their res-
ervations be guaranteed 
in it,” Sudanese foreign 
m i n i s t e r  A l - D i e rd i r y 
Ahmed, who is mediating 
the talks, told reporters.

Officials said the rebel 
groups had differences 
over the functioning of 
a proposed transitional 
government, how many 
states the country should 
be divided into and on the 
writing of a new constitu-
tion.

“For the first time, the 

Beijing, Aug. 28 (AFP): An 
outbreak of African swine 
fever in China may spread to 
other parts of Asia, the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organi-
sation warned Tuesday as the 
world’s largest pork producer 
scrambled to contain the 
disease.

China has culled more 
than 24,000 pigs in four prov-
inces to stop the disease from 
proliferating, the FAO said 
in a statement. The first out-
break was reported in early 
August. The FAO said the 
cases have been detected 
in areas more than 1,000km 
apart, meaning it could cross 
national borders.

“The deadly pig virus may 
spread to other Asian coun-
tries anytime,” the FAO said.

The “diverse geographi-
cal spread of the outbreaks 
in China have raised fears 
that the disease will move 
across borders to neighbour-
ing countries of Southeast 
Asia or the Korean Peninsula 
where trade and consump-
tion of pork products is also 
high”, it added.

China reported its first 
case of the disease in north-
east Liaoning province earlier 

this month.
Last week, the eastern city 

of Lianyungang announced it 
had culled 14,500 pigs in an 
attempt to check the disease’s 
spread.

“The movement of pig 
products can spread diseases 
quickly and, as in this case of 
African swine fever, it’s likely 
that the movement of such 
products, rather than live 
pigs, has caused the spread of 
the virus to other parts of Chi-
na,” explained Juan Lubroth, 
FAO’s chief veterinarian.

African swine fever is 
not harmful to humans but 
causes haemorrhagic fever in 
domesticated pigs and wild 
boar that almost always ends 

in death within a few days.
There is no antidote or 

vaccine, and the only known 
method to prevent the dis-
ease from spreading is a mass 
cull of the infected livestock.

In a report to the World 
Organisation for Animal 
Health, Beijing said an 
emergency plan had been 
launched and control meas-
ures taken to halt the spread 
of the disease.

The FAO warned in May 
of the risk of the spread of Af-
rican swine fever from Russia.

Around half of the world’s 
pigs are raised in China, and 
the Chinese are the biggest 
consumers of pork per capita, 
according to the FAO.

N Korea accuses US 
of ‘hatching criminal 
plot to unleash war’
Pyongyang, Aug. 28 (IANS): North Korean state 
media has accused the US of  “hatching a criminal 
plot to unleash a war” against Pyongyang while 
“having a dialogue with a smile on its face”.

The statement on North Korea’s Rodong Sin-
mun daily came after a South Korean radio report 
said that American forces in Japan were running 
drills aimed at invading Pyongyang, CNN reported.

“We cannot but take a serious note of  the 
double-dealing attitudes of  the US as it is busy stag-
ing secret drills involving man-killing special units 
while having a dialogue with a smile on its face,” 
the daily said.

“The US would be sadly mistaken if  it thinks 
that it can browbeat someone through trite ‘gunboat 
diplomacy’ which it used to employ as an almighty 
weapon in the past and attain its sinister intention,” 
it added.

US Forces Japan (USFJ) told CNN on Monday 
that it was “not aware of  the drills” mentioned in 
North and South Korean media reports.

“In general, US aircraft and ships operate from 
Japan every day in support of  our commitments 
to our allies and partners in the region and in the 
interests of  regional peace and security,” Col. John 
Hutcheson, the Director of  public affairs of  USFJ, 
said in a statement.

The harsh rhetoric from Pyongyang comes just 
days after US President Donald Trump nixed plans 
for Secretary of  State Mike Pompeo to make what 
would have been his fourth visit to North Korea, 
citing insufficient progress on the issue of  denu-
clearization.

South Sudan’s president Salva Kiir holds a copy of the ceasefire and 
power sharing agreement he signed with rebel chief Riek Machar as 
he arrives back in the capital Juba on August 6, 2018.

Cape Town, Aug. 28 (AFP): 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May on Tuesday 
pledged to prioritise in-
vestment in Africa as she 
started a three-nation vis-
it to the continent aimed 
at drumming up trade 
deals ahead of leaving the 
European Union.

Her tour of South Af-
rica, Nigeria and Ken-
ya - May’s first to Africa 
since becoming premier 
in 2016 - is seen as an ef-
fort to reinforce Britain’s 
global ambitions after 
Brexit.

“By 2022, I want the 
UK to be the G7’s number 
one investor in Africa, 
with Britain’s private sec-
tor companies taking the 
lead,” May told business 
leaders in Cape Town.

The G7 groups major 
industrialised nations but 
does not include China, 
which has become a big 
investor on the African 
continent.

“As prime minister of 
a trading nation whose 

success depends on glo-
bal markets, I want to see 
strong African economies 
that British companies 
can do business with,” 
she said.

“I want to create a new 
partnership between the 
UK and our friends in Af-
rica built around shared 
prosperity and shared 

security.”
May is facing pressure 

at home from so-called 
Remainers sceptical of 
her ability to forge trade 
deals once Britain severs 
ties with the EU, as well 
as from Brexiteers fear-
ful she will not deliver a 
complete break.

On her journey to 

South Africa, May sug-
gested to travelling Brit-
ish press that a no-deal 
Brexit would not be a 
disaster for Britain and 
played down warnings of 
serious consequences for 
the UK economy.

On Tuesday, she an-
nounced a new four-
billion-pound ($5 bil-

lion/4.4 billion euro) 
Africa investment pro-
gramme. There were no 
immediate details about 
the initiative.

May added that Brit-
ain would also host an 
African investment sum-
mit next year, and would 
open new diplomatic 
missions across the con-
tinent.

The pr ime minis-
ter had earlier attracted 
mixed reviews for her 
tentative dance steps as 
she was greeted by sing-
ing pupils during a visit to 
a Cape Town school.

May was expected to 
later visit Robben Island 
where former president 
Nelson Mandela was im-
prisoned for decades to 
commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of his birth.

May will head to Ni-
geria on Wednesday for 
meetings with President 
Muhammadu Buhari in 
the capital Abuja and with 
victims of modern slavery 
in Lagos.

Piglets are seen by a sow at a pig farm in Zhoukou, Henan province, 
China. (File photo)

opposition told us that 
it will not sign,” Ahmed 
said, showing the draft 
text to reporters and dip-
lomats who had gathered 
for what was expected to 
be a preliminary signing 
ceremony in Khartoum.

The rebel groups’ re-
fusal to ink the document 
is a setback to the latest 
peace push led by regional 
East Africa bloc IGAD.

“This is the final doc-
ument which had been 
arrived at after consulta-
tions between all South 
Sudanese parties,” Ahmed 

said.
“South Sudan will not 

have peace unless these 
groups sign.”

The rebels said they 
were surprised that the 
mediators had drafted the 
final deal despite several 
outstanding issues that 
had to be resolved.

The rebel groups said 
they were still ready for 
negotiations.

The Sudanese minister 
said the opposition’s re-
fusal to sign spelt the end 
of the current Khartoum 
round of talks.

UN court has no jurisdiction in Iran sanctions case — US
T h e  Ha g u e , Au g . 2 8 
(AFP): The United States 
told UN judges Tuesday 
they had no jurisdiction 
to rule on Tehran’s de-
mand for them to order 
the suspension of de-
bilitating nuclear-related 
sanctions against Iran.

Washington cited se-
curity concerns in its first 
legal response to a suit 
by the Islamic Repub-
lic, which is suffering in-
creasing economic chaos.

Iran has argued that 
US President Donald 
Trump breached a 1955 
treaty with his decision 
to reimpose the sanctions 
after withdrawing from 
a multilateral nuclear 
accord.

Bu t  U S  St a t e  De -
partment lawyer Jenni-
fer Newstead told the 
International Court of 
Justice in The Hague that 
it “lacks prima facie ju-
risdiction to hear Iran’s 
claims”.She argued that 

the United States had the 
right to protect its na-
tional security and other 
interests.

The treaty “cannot 

therefore provide a basis 
for this court’s jurisdic-
tion” in the case, she said.

Sanctions on Iran had 
been lifted under a land-

mark 2015 accord with 
the five permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security 
Council plus Germany. 
In return, Tehran made 

commitments not to seek 
to develop nuclear weap-
ons.

But Trump said the 
deal did not do enough to 
curb the threat from Iran.

He pulled out of the 
accord in May and began 
reimposing sanctions 
this month, alarming 
other signatories to the 
deal.

In the first  day of 
hearings at the ICJ on 
Monday, Iran’s lawyers 
said the sanctions were 
threatening the welfare 
of its citizens and dis-
rupting tens of billions of 
dollars’ worth of business 
deals.

The US lawyers held 
Iran to blame for its eco-
nomic woes.

They have “deep roots 
in the Iranian govern-
ment’s mismanagement 
of its own economy and 
repression of its own 
population,” Newstead 
said.

Iran’s lead representative in the case, Mohsen Mohebi, branded the sanctions “naked economic aggression.”
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#MeToo movement has 
educated people, including 

me: Wendell Pierce

Nobody wants to cast me in films — Milind Soman

Hrithik Roshan slams report that he scared 
off Disha Patani with ‘flirtatious behaviour’

Eddie Murphy expecting his 10th child
Actor Eddie Murphy, 57, is expecting 

his 10th child. His partner Paige 
Butcher has debuted her baby 

bump here.
“Eddie Murphy and longtime girl-

friend Paige Butcher are pleased to an-
nounce that they are expecting their sec-
ond child in December,” a representative 
for Murphy said in a statement, people.
com reported.

Butcher, 39, was photographed wear-

ing a floral maxi dress that accentuated 
her growing belly.

The Australian actress looked com-
fortable as she kept her hair down and 
wore flip-flops.The couple, who have 
been together since 2012, already share 
two-year-old daughter Izzy Oona.

The legendary actor and comedian 
has eight other children from previous 
relationships. His oldest son Eric is 29.

IANS

5.30 PM ALPHA (Eng) 2D

12:00 PM,  8:00 PM
HAPPY PHIR 

BHAGJAYEGI (Hindi) 

3:00 PM
GENIUS (Hindi) 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150, Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Singer Ariana Grande’s fourth studio album “Sweeten-
er” made its debut at number one on the Billboard 200 
chart. This is Grande’s third album to debut at the top 
of the Billboard 200 chart, read a statement. Three pre-
viously released music videos for “No tears left to cry”, 
“The light is coming” and “God is a woman” from her 
latest album were directed by Grammy Award-winning 
director Dave Meyers.  All three videos combined have 
now been streamed on Vevo over 640 million times.

IANS

Grande’s ‘Sweetener’ bags top spot on Billboard 200 chart matha

Actor Wendell Pierce, 
known for his roles in 
highly successful shows 

like “Suits” and “The Wire”, 
says the #MeToo and #Times 
Up movements have revealed 
long-time problem of sexual 
harassment and has educated 
people who were unaware of 
those issues.

“First of all, these move-
ments are revealing something 
that has been a long-time 
problem and for those who 
don’t think it is a problem or 
didn’t see it, it is educating 
them... Part of the movement 
is to educate people. It has 
educated me,” the actor told 
IANS in an interview.

Pierce said the movements, 
which have taken the world by 
a storm bringing the spotlight 
on the issues of sexual harass-
ment, especially at workplaces, 
would change the movie in-
dustry and the people working 
in it, for better.

“It is educating them... 

Something they thought was 
non-existent or what they 
thought was an innocent com-
ment, it’s actually offensive to 
someone. It’s always difficult 
for people to understand that 
the person who gets offended 
has the right to say it’s offen-
sive. 

“And I tell women all the 
time that never lose the ability 
to be offended. And let those 
who offend you know that this 
is the behaviour that is not ac-
ceptable,” he said. 

The #MeToo and #Time’s 
Up movements have been viral 
since last year as hashtags on 
social media to demonstrate 
the widespread prevalence of 
sexual assault and harassment, 
especially in the workplace. 
Many Hollywood and Bolly-
wood celebrities have sup-
ported the movement.

“It would be crazy to think 
that the men in the industry 
haven’t looked at themselves 
in the mirror and said, ‘Let me 

kind of reflect on how I dealt 
with women in the work-
place or any other’. So 
it’s always healthy 
because we are 
now socialising 
the good 
part of 
hu-
man 
na-
ture 
and 
keeping 
in check the 
behaviour that is 
offensive, and beyond 
that the behaviour that 
is completely unacceptable,” 
Pierce said. 

“So those movements are 
good and I think the industry 
is going to be better for it and 
we are all going to be better for 
it,” he added.

Pierce will next be seen in 
“Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan”, set 
to live on Amazon Prime Video 
on August 31.                        IANS

Happy first birthday
Thungbeni

Little finger, wiggly toes
lots of giggles,
anything goes,
sprinkles icing,

ribbons and bows
celebrating your day

as you blossom and grow!
Lots of love Aunties and Uncles

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
ST

S
upermodel-actor-fitness 
enthusiast Milind Soman says 
filmmakers do not cast him 
more often in their films per-

haps because he does not have a good 
network in mainstream Bollywood.

“Nobody wants to cast me in films, 
yes that is true. I do not know why, but 
that is the reality,” Milind told IANS.

“Once in a while, film offers come 
to me and I do that. I am interested in 
performance though... I like acting. 
It is a well-paid job and according 
to some people, I am good at it,” he 
added.

Milind had famously featured in 
the music video “Made In India”. He 
also featured in films like “Bheja Fry”, 
“David”, “Bajirao Mastani” and “Chef”, 
along with some TV shows like “Cap-
tain Vyom”, “Noorjahan” and “Fear 
Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi x 3”.

What is the reason behind such 
less visibility in films?

“I think people do not associate me 
with the mainstream... Only the urban 
people (maybe). I do not have friends 
and network with the commercial 
cinema world. In every business, the 
network is important,” he explained.

Asked if there is any new film-
maker that he wishes to collaborate 
with, Milind said: “I do not know any 
of them. In fact, I do not watch films.

“Perhaps that is the potential 
reason why people do not cast me in 
the film. I am one of those people who 
love to act in the film but does not 
want to watch the film.”

“I think in a year, I watch maxi-
mum three films, that too superhero 
films.”

IANS

Hrithik Roshan has 
slammed a news 
report that claimed 
actor Disha Patani had 

quit an upcoming film that was 
supposed to feature the both of 
them, after making serious ac-
cusations against him. The report 
compared Disha’s allegations to 
those made by Kangana Ranaut.

Hrithik in a tweet called the 
report ‘garbage’. He has been 
involved with several public spats 
with actor Kangana Ranaut, with 
whom he has traded lawsuits 
because of claims made by each 
party with regard to their alleged 
romance.

A Times Now report 
said that Disha had 
quit the upcoming YRF 
dance-action film be-
cause Hrithik had flirted 
with her and made her 
feel uncomfortable. 
Another point worth 
noting is that the film is 
also supposed to feature 
Disha’s rumoured 
boyfriend, actor Tiger 
Shroff.

However, it has 
recently been reported 
that Disha was never 
approached to star in 
the film at all. “There 
is some childish and 
irresponsible gossip 
about Hrithik sir and 
me doing the rounds. 
I would like to say that 
it’s completely untrue 
and in the minimum 
interaction that I have 
had with him, he has 
been one of the most 
dignified and joyful 
people. It’s my regard 
for him as a person that 
is making me even re-
spond to something this 
trivial. There is no truth 
in me walking out of any 
project with him,” Disha 
said in a statement.

hindustantimes

Singer Katy Perry has 
denied she was raped 
by Dr. Luke, according 

to a deposition unsealed on 
Monday from the ongoing 

legal battle between Luke 
and Kesha.

In court documents 
obtained by people.com, 

Perry’s deposition from July 
21, 2017, reveals that the singer, 

33, repeatedly shut down the allegation that was made 
public as part of his defamation suit against Kesha, who 
accused him of raping her.

The producer’s legal team previously accused Ke-
sha of circulating the rumour that he raped Perry. 

“The false narrative Kesha created about be-
ing raped became widely accepted, damaging Dr. 
Luke’s reputation irreparably. Compounding this 
malicious act, in 2016, Kesha told Lady Gaga that 
Dr. Luke raped Katy Perry, which is outrageous and 
untrue,” Dr. Luke’s attorneys said in the statement 
on Monday. 

“Katy Perry testified under oath in this case that 
Dr. Luke never raped her. Regardless, Kesha refused 

to apologize. Instead, she issued a press release which 
again irresponsibly suggested that Katy Perry was actu-

ally raped by Dr. Luke. It seems that Kesha wanted to 
perpetuate the falsehood that Dr. Luke raped Katy Perry,” the 

statement said.
In her response, also issued on Monday, Kesha denied making 

such claims.
“With regard to Dr. Luke’s claim that Kesha defamed him by falsely stat-

ing he also assaulted Katy Perry, Kesha has never claimed to have any independent 
knowledge of any alleged assault of Katy Perry (which Ms. Perry has denied in a later 
deposition),” Kesha’s attorneys said.

“But, to be clear, Dr. Luke is suing Kesha based on a private, one-on-one text 
message that Kesha sent Lady Gaga in 2016, shortly after Interscope CEO John Janick 
told Kesha and Lady Gaga he’d heard a rumour that Dr. Luke had also abused Katy 
Perry. Mr. Janick’s statement was discussed privately between the two friends and 
would never have become public, except that Dr. Luke decided to publish it to mil-
lions of people in his 2017 complaint against Kesha. This defamation claim, based 
on a private text message which was based on the statement of a third party, is also 
frivolous.”

Meanwhile, Gaga confirmed Janick’s conversation in her deposition. 
“He said he had heard a rumour. … I don’t recall exactly the way he said it. I just 

recall that it was brought up. … He said something like I heard (Dr. Luke) raped Katy 
(Perry), too,” Gaga said.                    IANS

Katy Perry denies Dr. 
Luke raped her
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Reduced tumour size in mice fed with fenbendazole for 12 days.

India’s first manned space 
mission to send 3 persons

NASA working for better cancer 
treatments in space — Report

Happiness help the elderly live longer — Study

Veterinary drug may be repurposed for human cancers — Study 
Technology today can help tackle 
many fundamental problems in 
world — VMware CEO

Air pollution may affect cognitive skills ‘Most Indian parents posting their kids’ photos online despite threats’
New Delhi, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
Although Indian parents 
are aware that images of 
their children posted online 
could end up in the wrong 
hands, most of them are 
still sharing their kids’ im-
ages online often without 
any consent from them, a 
survey by global cyber se-
curity firm McAfee revealed 
on Tuesday.

The survey, titled “The 
Age of Consent,” found 40.5 
per cent of parents in India 
(with Mumbai being the 
most active) post a photo or 
video of their child at least 
once a day on their social 
media accounts, with 36 
per cent posting a picture 
of their child once a week.

Most parents identi-
fied the following concerns 
associated with sharing 
images online including 
paedophilia (16.5 per cent), 
stalking (32 per cent), kid-
napping (43 per cent) and 
cyberbullying (23 per cent), 
but many (62 per cent) don’t 
even consider if their child 
would consent to their im-
age being posted online.

“What’s even more 
alarming is that a whop-
ping 76 per cent of parents 
say they are aware that the 
images of their children 
posted online could end up 
in the wrong hands,” the 
survey noted.

Mumbai (66.5 per cent) 
was followed by Delhi (61 
per cent) and Bengaluru (55 
per cent) where majority of 
parents believed they have 
the right to share images of 
their child online without 
consulting them first.

“The survey reveals par-
ents are not giving enough 
consideration to what they 

post online and how it could 
harm their children. Post-
ing kids’ information may 
compromise their personal 
information,” said Venkat 
Krishnapur, Vice-President 
of Engineering and Manag-
ing Director - McAfee.

Responsibility lies with 
parents to understand the 
implications of their social 
media habits/actions and 
the repercussions the child 
may face, he added.

The survey found par-
ents from Mumbai to be 
most active with 48 per cent 
posting a picture of their 
child on social media at 

least once per day in com-
parison to other metros like 
Delhi (38.5 per cent) and 
Bengaluru (31 per cent).

More than half of the 
parents surveyed (67 per 
cent) admit that they have 
or would share a photo of 
their child in their school 
uniform despite the risk of 
giving away personal infor-
mation thus paving the way 
for stalkers to get added de-
tails on their child’s where-
abouts.

While 55 per cent of 
parents only share images 
of their child on private 
social media accounts, 42 
per cent are still sharing im-
ages on public social media 
accounts.

“Parents from Benga-
luru (59 per cent) exercise 
highest caution and post 
pictures of their children 
only from private social 
media accounts, closely 
followed by Mumbai (57 per 
cent) and Delhi (48.5 per 
cent),” the findings showed.

While it’s clear that 
parents are worried about 
physical risks to their chil-

dren’s safety, results indi-
cate less concern about the 
emotional risks.

Interestingly, it appears 
mothers consider the em-
barrassing side effect more 
than fathers, with 47 per 
cent mothers admitting 
that they would never post 
images their children would 
be embarrassed by, in com-
parison to 38 per cent of 
dads.

To reach this conclu-
sion, McAfee commis-
sioned market research firm 
OnePoll to conduct a survey 
of 1,000 parents of children 
aged 1 month to 16 years old 
across Mumbai, Delhi and 
Bengaluru.

“Many social networks 
will tag a user’s location 
when a photo is uploaded. 
Parents should ensure this 
feature is turned off to avoid 
disclosing their location. 
This is especially important 
when posting photos away 
from home,” said McAfee.

Parents should only 
share photos and other so-
cial media posts with their 
intended audience, it added.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 2 8 
(IANS): Astronauts aboard 
the International Space Sta-
tion (ISS) are conducting 
a blood cell experiment 
which may improve treat-
ments for cancer, the media 
reported.

In a new video pub-
lished by the US space 
agency as part of the AngieX 
Cancer Therapy study, the 
team led by NASA astronaut 
Serena Aunon-Chancellor 
were shown examining en-
dothelial cells that come 
from blood vessels, space.
com reported on Tuesday.

Se v e ra l  c a r t r i d g e -

shaped containers on board 
the ISS currently host the 
cells as they undergo vary-
ing amounts  of 
chemotherapy 
exposure. 

The team 
is conduct-
i n g  b l o o d 
experiments 
in space be-
cause some-
times, cells act 
differently in the weight-
less environment of orbit-
ing spacecraft, called mi-
crogravity. 

Because these orbit-
ing cells perform more like 

they normally do inside the 
body, cancer researchers 
can more accurately test 

t h e cells for che-
motherapy 
responses, 

the report said.
In the video, 

Aunon-Chan-
cellor said the 

flat endothelial 
containers feel “all 

nice and warm and 
comfortable,” because they 

are kept at body tempera-
ture aboard the space lab. 

“We’ve had them for 
almost two months now up 
here in ISS. We feed them. 

We give them nutrients 
… they are like miniature 
crewmembers living with 
us.”

According to NASA, 
endothelial cells housed 
within culture dishes (in 
vitro) in microgravity seem 
to perform as if they were in 
blood vessels within a living 
organism (in vivo) on Earth.

“The study may facili-
tate a cost-effective method 
that does not require animal 
testing, which may help 
develop safer and more-
effective vascular-targeted 
drugs,” the project page on 
NASA stated.

Singapore, Aug. 28 (IANS): Happy 
older people live longer, according to 
a study by researchers, including one 
of Indian-origin.

The findings, published in the 
journal Age and Ageing, showed that 
the likelihood of dying due to any 
cause was 19 per cent lower for happy 
older people.

“The findings indicate that even 
small increments in happiness may be 
beneficial to older people’s longevity,” 
explained co-author Rahul Malhotra, 
Assistant Professor at the Duke-NUS 
Medical School in Singapore.

“Therefore individual-level activi-
ties as well as government policies and 
programmes that maintain or improve 

happiness or psychological well-being 
may contribute to a longer life among 
older people,” Malhotra added.

For the study, the research team 
utilised data of 4,478 participants of 
a nationally-representative survey to 
look at the association between hap-
piness, assessed in the year 2009, and 
subsequent likelihood of dying due to 
any cause, until December 31 in 2015. 

The survey was focused on indi-
viduals aged 60 years and older, living 
in Singapore.

Happiness was assessed by asking 
the survey participants how often in 
the past week they experienced the 
following: ‘I felt happy’, ‘I enjoyed life’ 
and ‘I felt hope about the future’. 

Their responses were considered 
in two distinct ways; a ‘happiness 
score’, and a ‘binary happiness vari-
able - Happy/Unhappy’. A wide range 
of demographics, lifestyle choices, 
health and social factors were ac-
counted for in the analysis.

The team found that among happy 
older people, 15 per cent died until 
December 31,2015. In contrast, the 
corresponding proportion was higher, 
at 20 per cent, among unhappy older 
people.

Every increase of one point on the 
happiness score lowered the chance of 
dying due to any cause among partici-
pants by an additional nine per cent, 
the researchers said. 

Hyderabad, Aug. 27 (In-
dia Science Wire): Indian 
scientists have found that 
fenbendazole, a broad-
spectrum anti-parasitic 
drug used in veterinary sec-
tor, could be useful against 
cancers as well.  

Researchers at the Na-
tional Centre for Human 
Genome Studies and Re-
search (NCHGSR), Panjab 
university, have reported 
that fenbendazolehas a 
good potential for develop-
ment as an effective anti-
cancer agent. It is currently 
used as  used to treat in-
fections caused by para-
sitic worms in animals like 
horses.The studyresults 
have been published in 
journalScientific Reports.

To check the effective-
ness of fenbendazole, re-
searchers first treated hu-
man ‘non-small cell lung 
cancer cells’ (type of lung 
cancer cells) with fenben-
dazolem and analysed can-
cer cells with immunofluo-
rescence technique. They 
found that the drug causes 
partial alteration of mi-
crotubule network around 
the cell nucleus. Tumour 
cell lines also showed en-
hanced cell death-inducing 
activity in the presence of 
wild type (WT) p53 tumour 
suppressor genes.

Researchers tested fen-
bendazolein mice, feed-
ing them the drug orally 
every second day for 12 
days. After the end of 12th 
day, tumours were excised, 
measured and weighed. 

Las Vegas, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
The CEO of VMware, Pat 
Gelsinger, on Monday 
practically threw down the 
gauntlet to his fellow tech 
leaders saying that “tech-
nology can be a force for 
good,” and can help solve 
many of the larger prob-
lems facing the world.

Speaking at the VM-
world 2018 here, Gelsinger 
said that, in essence, tech-
nology was neutral, but “we 
must shape it for good,” and 
it was within the power of 
the “game-changing tech-
nologies”, to bring about 
fundamental changes, 
which was never available 
any time before in the his-
tory of humanity.

Quoting Milton Fried-
man who had said decades 
ago that the main goal 
of business was to make 
money, Gelsinger sought 
to differ with that sweeping 
generalisation, saying that 
perhaps the right approach 
was to make money while 
“doing good.” 

In an effort to rise above 
the moniker of merely a 
tech leader, Gelsinger said 
he was “more excited” today 
than any other time in his 
38 years in the field because 
of what was possible now.

While congratulating 
the 23,000 employees on 
the “20th birthday” of VM-
ware and addressing a fully-
attended indoor stadium 

packed by some 15,000 peo-
ple in the gambling capital 
of the world, Gelsinger said 
technology had in its ambit 
power to reduce poverty in 
the world.

“I believe it can bring 
modern education to every 
child on the planet. I believe 
together we can reverse the 
effects of climate change,” 
the CEO of the $7.9 billion 
company declared at its 
annual gathering to several 
applauses, some of which 
were louder when he talked 
about acquisition of a Cloud 
health company or when he 
mentioned expected future 
successes.

He spoke of several 
initiatives that the com-
pany had undertaken in 
its search for “doing good” 
and mentioned the support 
work done with “Make-a-
Wish” foundation which 
works with seriously ill chil-
dren and their parents. 

Gelsinger also pointed 
out that even today five 
billion people in the world 
did not have access to ad-
equate surgery facilities 
and talked about the “Mercy 
Ships” which aim to deliver 
high-end surgical services 
to African children.

He said with the help 
of NGOs -- and technol-
ogy back-up by VMware --, 
the ship equipped by the 
hospital and accompanied 
by doctors had been able 

to deliver medical services 
where it was needed the 
most. “When the ship docks 
at an African port, there is a 
queue of people seeking its 
service,” he said.

Next year, he informed, 
the Christian charity would 
launch an even bigger ship 
with double the existing ca-
pacity and that he would be 
accompanying the doctors 
for the maiden voyage to an 
African city.

In his more than an 
hour-long speech, Gels-
inger, of course, talked in 
length about the technolog-
ical changes that were being 
brought about in the com-
pany with an emphasis on 
security, which has moved 
to the centre of human con-
sciousness after a series of 
breaches the world over. He 
said security in the technol-
ogy world had been treated 
all wrong with a “bolt on” 
attitude. Security, he said, 
needed to be embedded in 
devices and applications 
from the very beginning 
so that attackers are not 
allowed to get away with it. 
“We are shrinking the attack 
space” and not merely chas-
ing the attackers.

Later, both he and Mi-
chael Dell, Chairman of Dell 
Technologies -- the parent 
company of VMware -- an-
swered several questions 
posed by media representa-
tives and analysts.

Beijing, Aug. 28 (IANS): Besides harm-
ing physical health, long-term exposure 
to air pollution can also affect cognitive 
skills, especially in elderly men, claims 
a study.

The study, published in the journal 
Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, provided evidence that 
verbal and math scores “decreased with 
increasing cumulative air pollution ex-
posure”. This decline -- a potential risk 
factor in developing Alzheimer’s disease 
or other forms of dementia -- becomes 
more pronounced as people age, espe-
cially for men and the less educated. 

“The damage on the ageing brain by 
air pollution likely imposes substantial 
health and economic costs, consider-
ing that cognitive functioning is critical 
for the elderly for both running daily 
errands and making high-stake deci-
sions,” said researchers including Xin 
Zhang from Beijing Normal University. 

The team examined cognitive test 
scores of nearly 32,000 people between 
2010 and 2014 against their exposure to 
short and long-term air pollution.

While the study adds to the already 
numerous health concerns regarding 
air pollution including damage to the 

heart and kidneys, it will be of particular 
concern to developing nations whose 
smoggy cities could be hampering 
national economic development, CNN 
reported.

“The damage on cognitive ability by 
air pollution also likely impedes the de-
velopment of human capital. Therefore, 
a narrow focus on the negative effect on 
health may underestimate the total cost 
of air pollution,” Zhang said. 

“Our findings on the damaging ef-
fect of air pollution on cognition imply 
that the indirect effect of pollution on 
social welfare could be much larger than 
previously thought.”

According to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), nine out of every 10 
people on the planet breathe air con-
taining a high level of pollutants, with 
the worst affected regions being Africa 
and Asia.

A recent study, published in the 
journal Environmental Science and 
Technology Letters, showed that if air 
pollution were removed as a risk for 
death, people in the world could live at 
least a year longer and in India, which is 
battling severe air pollution, the benefit 
would be even more -- about 1.5 years.

New Delhi, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
India’s first manned space 
flight - Gaganyaan - is ex-
pected to send three per-
sons, including a woman, 
into the space for seven 
days and the spacecraft will 
be placed in a low earth 
orbit of 300-400 km.

Giving details of the 
programme at a press con-
ference here, Minister of 
State for Atomic Energy and 
Space, Jitendra Singh said 
GSLV Mk III, the three-stage 
heavy lift launch vehicle, 
will be used to launch Ga-
ganyaan as it has the neces-
sary payload capability. 

He said two unmanned 
Gaganyaan missions will be 
undertaken prior to sending 
humans. 

As per ISRO schedule, 
the first and second un-
manned flights would be 
sent in orbit within 30 and 
36 months beginning from 
August 2018 respectively, 
while the third and the first 
human spacecraft would 
be placed in orbit within 40 
months -- end of December 
2021 or January 2022.

With a mass of seven 
tons, the Gaganyaan sys-
tem module is named by 
the ISRO as Orbital Module 
-- a combination of service 
module and crew module. 

The crew module in which 
the three astronauts will 
leave for space will be made 
of 3.7 metre diameter and 
seven metre height. 

“The total programme 
is expected to be completed 
before 2022, with the first 
unmanned flight within 30 
months. The mission will 
aim to send a three-person 
crew to space for a period 
of seven days. Two men 
and one woman would be 
the part of the crew mem-
bers. The spacecraft will be 
placed in a low earth orbit 
of 300-400 km. The pro-
gramme is expected to cost 
less than Rs 10,000 crore,” 
Singh said. 

The Gaganyaan mission 
was announced by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
during his Independence 
Day address. He had said 
that by 2022 or even before 
that, some of the young 
boys and girls will unfurl the 
Tricolour in space.

Sing said the complex 
programme will truly be a 
national endeavour with 
the participation of ISRO, 
academia, industry as well 
as other government and 
private agencies as stake 
holders. 

“The mission will make 
India the fourth nation in 

the world to launch a Hu-
man Spaceflight Mission,” 
Singh said.

To accelerate the pro-
gramme, ISRO may con-
sider seeking collaborations 
with space agencies from 
friendly countries and ad-
vanced space programmes, 
he said.

ISRO Chairman K. Sivan 
said the project is in prog-
ress since 2004 and it would 
be completed before 75th 
Independence Day in 2022. 

“Under the Gaganyaan 
schedule, three flights will 
be sent in orbit. Of the 
three, there will be two un-
manned flights and one 
human spaceflight. The hu-
man spaceflight will take 16 
minutes to reach the orbit 
where it will stay for five to 
seven days. After de-boost, 
the Orbital Module will take 
36 minutes to splash down 
in Arabian Sea. The crew 
module will be recovered 
within 15-20 days,” Sivan 
said. 

Describing the benefit 
of the Gaganyaan, Sivan 
said: “It will enhance sci-
ence and technology lev-
els of the country, help in 
national project involving 
other institutes, academia 
and industry and improve 
industrial growth. It will 

also inspire youth to take 
challenge in science and 
technology, additional hu-
man resource development 
and provide way for the 
international collaboration 
and policies.” 

“It will also help in 
providing employment to 
15,000 people. Of them 861 
will be from ISRO, 1,366 
from national agencies and 
11,050 from industries.” 

Sivan said the names 
of the astronauts will be 
decided later but he con-
firmed that they will be 
selected from Indian Air 
Force and the ISRO. He 
said the space suit is ready 
for the astronauts who will 
be given over three years of 
training in India and other 
foreign countries.

“ISRO will also launch 
19 missions before 2022, 
five in the coming months 
and five in 2019. These mis-
sions include Chandrayaan 
2 in January 2019 that will 
take nearly 40 days to reach 
the moon.

“Fo u r  o t h e r  s a t e l -
lite programmes such as 
GSAT-19, GSAT-29, GSAT-
11, GSAT-20 are in progress 
aimed at providing high 
bandwidth connectivity to 
rural and remote areas,” 
Sivan said.

Researchers found reduc-
tion in tumour size and 
weight. Results suggested 
that fenbendazole inhibits 
tumour cell growth in vivo 
by inducing apoptosis of 
tumour cells.

 Cancer cells are known 
to show increased glucose 
uptake for their energy re-
quirements. So, researchers 
tested the effect of fenben-
dazole on glucose uptake 
in human cancer cells. Two 
different type of cancer 
cells, H460 and A549 cells, 
were treated with fenben-
dazole. Researchers found 
inhibition in glucose uptake 
in both the cell lines

According to research-
ers,  fenbendazolemay 
also be advantageous in 
evading drug resistance 
commonly encountered in 
cancer therapy.Since the 
process of tumorigenesis 
involves a number of genes 
and proteins altering vari-

ous cell signaling pathways, 
single-target drugs often 
show limited efficacy and 
may lead to drug resistance. 
Drugs having multiple cel-
lular targets, therefore, are 
expected to have improved 
efficacy besides the ability 
to circumvent the likelihood 
of developing resistance. 

“Our findings show that 
fenbendazole acts through 
moderate microtubule dis-
ruption, p53 stabilization 
and interference with glu-
cose metabolism leading 
to preferential elimination 
of cancer cells both in vitro 
and in vivo”, explained Dr. 
Tapas Mukhopadhyay, for-
mer director, NCHGSR, who 
led the study, while speak-
ing to India Science Wire.

The use of microtubule 
targeting agents (MTAs) 
for treatment of multiple 
tumour types is very com-
mon but their effectiveness 
is often hampared due to 

drug resistance. 
“Usually, development 

of new drugs requires a 
considerable amount of 
time, money and effort. 
Developing a promising 
molecule into an approved 
drug often takes several 
years. It is therefore, crucial 
to employ strategies to over-
come these impediments. 
Repurposing of veterinary 
drugs showing promising 
results for human use can 
result in considerable time 
and cost reduction required 
to develop new drugs,” said 
Dr.Mukhopadhyay.

According to the re-
searchers fenbendazoleis 
known for a high safety 
margin and most species 
tolerate it very well. It has 
very low degree of toxicity 
and high degree of safety 
in experimental animals. 
Hence it can be a good 
candidate for anticancer 
therapy.Alternatively, it can 

also be used as an adjuvant 
therapy.

“FDA as well as other 
published pre-clinical data 
on the toxicological stud-
ies performed on animals 
shows that fenbendazole 
administered in different 
species at dosages several 
times the approved dosage 
does not cause any adverse 
effects in animals. Further, 
our previous study also 
showed minimal toxicity 
of fenbendazole in normal 
human cells. Considering 
this information, FZ can 
be an ideal candidate for 
development as an anti-
cancer agent”, addedDr.
Mukhopadhyay.

Besides DrMukhopad-
hyay and Dr. Ashok Kumar 
from Panjab University, 
the research team included 
Dr.Nilambra Dogra from 
Postgraduate Institute of 
Medical Education and Re-
search, Chandigarh.
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Players of Vanguard FC (white) and Khriekesa FC vying for the ball 
during their quarter-final match at the ongoing KTC Cup at the 
Kohima local ground on Tuesday.

EM Images

Men's 800m gold medalist Manjit Singh celebrates at the medal 
ceremony during the 18th Asian Games Jakarta-Palembang 2018, in 
Jakarta, Indonesia on Tue. Aug. 28.

PTI

Women's singles badminton silver medalist Pusarla V Sindhu poses 
for a photograph during the medal ceremony at the 18th Asian 
Games in Jakarta, Indonesia on Tue. Aug. 28.

PTI India's Pincky Balhara (L) and Malaprabha Yallappa Jadhav celebrate 
after winning the silver and bronze medal in Kurash, at the 18th 
Asian Games Jakarta-Palembang 2018, in Jakarta, Indonesia on Tue. 
Aug. 28.

PTI

India's 4x400m mixed relay team celebrates after winning the silver 
medal during the athletics competition at the 18th Asian Games in 
Jakarta, Indonesia on Tue. Aug. 28. 

PTI

Indian men's and women's archery team members celebrate with their silver medals from compound 
team events, at the Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta on Tue. Aug. 28.

PTI

Manjit wins India's first gold 
in 800m since 1982 Asiad

Medal standingsSilver for both men's and women's 
teams in Asiad compound archery

KTC Cup: New Market FC and Khriekesa FC enter semis

India take first ever Asiad medal in table tennis

India wins silver in mixed 4X400m relay

Top seed Halep loses in US Open first round

Ronaldo wins UEFA Goal of the 
Season for bicycle kick vs Juventus

Shuttler Sindhu settles for Asiad silver Pincky bags silver, Malaprabha 
settles for bronze in kurash

MDFA trophy to begin from Oct. 9

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Jakarta, Aug. 28 (PTI): A job-
less and unheralded Manjit 
Singh scorched the track 
and upstaged pre-race fa-
vourite Jinson Johnson to 
win gold as India achieved 
a rare one-two in men's 
800m at the Asian Games 
here today.

Never considered a 
medal contender, Man-
jit surprised one and all 
by pipping more fancied 
Johnson to clinch the gold 
with a timing of 1:46.15s, 
which was .20s faster than 
the Asian Championship 
medallist from Kerala, who 
bagged the silver. India's 
last gold in men's 800m was 
won by Charles Borromeo 
in 1982 Asian Games. 

It was India's only sec-
ond one-two finish in 800m 
at the Games since Ranjit 
Singh and Kulwant Singh 

achieved the feat at the in-
augural edition held in New 
Delhi in 1951.

Coached by India Ar-
my's Amreesh Kumar, Man-
jit bettered his personal best 
mark of 1:46.24s set in Gu-
wahati this year at the Na-
tionals to claim his maiden 
major international medal.

While others did not 
give him a chance, Manjit 
said he was determined to 
do prove his worth.

"I saw videos of my 
races at national and inter-
national competitions and 
analysed the mistakes. I 
was motivated to improve 
myself," Manjit, who lives 
in Jind, said.

It is not first time that 
Manjit beat Johnson as he 
had defeated the Kerala 
athlete in Pune also in 2013. 

"I was very hopeful. I 

Jakarta, Aug. 28 (PTI): Gold eluded India 
as both the Indian men's and women's 
compound archery teams settled for silver 
medals at the 18th Asian Games after going 
down to powerhouse Korea in the finals 
here today.

It was a dramatic men's final in which 
the Indian team was a point ahead of the 
Koreans at the end of the regulation four 
sets. 

But the celebrating defending cham-
pion side, comprising Abhishek Verma, 
Rajat Chauhan and Aman Saini, was in for 
a surprise when Korea managed to log a 
point on review. One of the Korean team's 
9s in final set was deemed a 10 on revision 

leaving the two teams tied at 229-229.
In the shoot-off, the Koreans managed 

one inner 10 (closest to bull's eye), a 10 and 
9, compared to the two 10s and a 9 by the 
Indians, to walk away with the top honours. 

Earlier, the Indian women's team com-
prising Muskan Kirar, Madhumita Kumari 
and Jyothi Surekha Vennam, lost 228-231 
to Korea in a contest that went down to the 
wire till the final set of arrows.

India were leading 59-57 after the first 
set before Korea won the second set 58-56.

The two teams were on even keel in the 
third set scoring 58 points each but India 
wilted under pressure losing 55-58 to end 
up second best.

Jakarta, Aug. 28 (IANS): The 
Indian men's table tennis 
team had to be content with 
the bronze medal following 
a 3-0 loss to South Korea 
in the semi-finals of the 
18th Asian Games here on 
Tuesday.

This is the first ever table 

tennis medal for India in 
Asian Games.

G. Sathiyan, Achanta 
Sharath Kamal and An-
thony Amalraj went down 
fighting in their respective 
matches.

The South Koreans took 
the lead when Sathiyan lost 

11-9, 9-11, 3-11, 3-11 to 
Lee Sangsu in the opening 
match.

Kamal gave a tough fight 
to Jeoung Sik before going 
down 9-11, 9-11, 11-6, 11-
7, 8-11 while Amalraj lost 
5-11, 7-11, 11-4, 7-11 to Jang 
Woojin.

Jakarta, Aug. 28 (IANS): In-
dia's team of Muhammed 
Anas, Rajiv Arokia, Hima 
Das and M.R. Poovamma 
claimed a silver medal in 
the mixed 4X400 metres 
relay which debuted at the 
18th Asian Games here on 
Monday.

T h e  I n d i a n  t e a m 
clocked 3:15.71 minutes 
to finish second behind 
Bahrain, which grabbed 
the gold medal in 3:11.89 
minutes.

Kazakhstan took the 
bronze in 3:19.52 minutes.

New York, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
Top seed Simona Halep's 
US Open campaign was 
cut short in the first round 
after losing to Kaia Kanepi, 
who needed just two sets 
to score the first big upset 
of the season's last Grand 
Slam at 6-2, 6-4.

The Romanian on Mon-
day became the first top 
seeded woman to lose in 
the US Open first round in 
the professional era, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

"It's always about the 
nerves," said Halep.

Halep, who had claimed 
her first Grand Slam title in 
Paris in June, came into the 
US Open 2018 flying high 

after a string of big results 
during the US Open series, 
lifting the title in Montreal 
and reaching the final in 
Cincinnati.

Kanepi, ranked 44th in 
the world, reached the quar-
terfinals here last year -- her 
best result at any Grand 
Slam -- but has struggled to 
find her form after suffering 
a series of injuries.

It was the first match at 
the rebuilt Louis Armstrong 
Stadium, which now has 
about 14,000 seats and a 
retractable roof. However, 
Day 1 witnessed 33 degrees 
Celsius heat instead of rain.

"The courts suit my 
game, and I love being in 

New York. I like the city. I 
like the weather: humid 
and hot," said Kanepi.

"Yesterday I thought I 
have beaten just once the 
world number one, today I 
had another chance," said 
Kanepi, who had beaten 
then No. 1 Caroline Wozni-
acki in Tokyo in 2011.

"I thought, I just have to 
be aggressive and try to stay 
calm during the game," 
Kanepi said.

Coming up next for 
Kanepi will be Swiss player 
Jil Teichmann, who made 
a successful main draw 
debut winning 6-3, 6-0 
against Dalila Jakupovic of 
Slovenia.

Dimapur, Aug. 28 (EMN): The Mokokchung District Foot-
ball Association (MDFA) Trophy will be played from Oct. 9 
till the 29th at the Imkongmeren Sports Complex.

The MDFA issued a press release through its general 
secretary and tournament secretary on Tue. Aug. 28.

The press release stated that new club registration 
and renewal affiliated under the MDFA is to be done by 
Sep. 8 from 3kit Photo House, Alongmen ward. In order 
to promote local players, only four non-habitant (non-
indigenous) players of Mokokchung district will be allowed 
to play in a team. The MDFA tournament will carry a total 
prize money of INR 3, 90,000, added the press release.

Jakarta, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
Indian star shuttler P.V. 
Sindhu had to settle for a 
historic silver after going 
down in straight games in 
the women's singles final at 
the 18th Asian Games here 
on Tuesday.

Third seed Sindhu was 
no match for World No.1 Tai 
Tzu-ying of Taiwan and was 
outclassed 21-13, 21-16 in 
just 34 minutes.

The defeat meant that 
Sindhu became the first 
Indian to win an individual 

silver medal in badminton 
at the Asiad. It was also the 
first Asiad individual medal 
for Sindhu, who has a silver 
medal at the 2016 Olym-
pic Games and four World 
Championships medals.

Coming into the final, 
Tai was the firm favourite 
since Sindhu had not de-
feated the Taiwanese since 
her win in the pre-quar-
terfinals of the Rio Games. 
Sindhu had a poor 3-9 ca-
reer head-to-head record 
against Tai, who had won 

Jakarta, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
India's Pincky Balhara 
clinched silver, while Mala-
prabha Jadav settled for 
bronze in the women's 52 
kilogram category of the 
kurash competition at the 
2018 Asian Games here on 
Tuesday.

Pincky was outclassed 
0-10 by world and Asian 
champion Gulnor Sulay-
manova of Uzbekistan in 
the final. Gulnor dominated 
the final, pulling off a halal, 
which ended the bout.

Gulnor had earlier 
thrashed Malaprabha 10-0 
in the semi-finals.

Significantly, kurash, 

a traditional central Asian 
form of wrestling has been 
included in the Asian 
Games. 

Earlier  on Tuesday 
morning, India's Jatin pro-
gressed to the Round of 16 
of the kurash competition 
with a 1-0 victory over South 
Korea's Hee Jun Choi in the 
men's 66 kg category.

He however, crashed 
after losing 0-3 to Taiwan's 
Haocheng Chan in the pre-
quarters.

M e a n w h i l e ,  Ja c k y 
Gahlot, suffered a 0-10 loss 
at the hands of Mongolia's 
Batsuuri Adiya in the same 
event.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 28 (EMN): 
Ne w  M a r k e t  F C  a n d 
Khriekesa FC won their 
respective quarterfinal 
matches and entered the 
semi-finals of the ongoing 
2nd KTC Cup played here 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Tuesday. 

New Market will now 
take on Khriekesa in the 
s e m i - f i n a l  m a t c h  o n 
Wednesday. Sechu Zubza 
FC will clash against Twenty 
XI Viswema in the other 
semi-final match. 

In the first quarter-final 
match, Rhitsho Mero scored 
two goals as New Market 
FC beat United 16 FC 2-1. 
Rhitsho Mero scored the 
first goal in the 23rd minute 
and went on to score his 
second goal from a spot 

Madrid, Aug. 28 (IANS): 
Former Real Madrid star 
Cristiano Ronaldo won the 
UEFA Goal of the Season 
award on Tuesday for his 
bicycle kick against current 
club Juventus in the first leg 
of the UEFA Champions 
League quarter-final.

The Portugal forward 
garnered a resounding 
197,496 votes online from 
fans, beating Marseille 
midfielder Dimitri Payet of 
France, who received 35,558 
votes for his shot against RB 
Leibzig in the UEFA Europa 
League quarter-final, re-
ports Efe news.

UEFA technical observ-
ers said Ronaldo's goal 
showed "An extraordinary 
display of technique and 
athleticism," in a statement 
on the European football 
organization's website.

Ronaldo led Real Ma-

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 97 64 45 206
Japan 43 38 61 142

South Korea 32 40 46 118
Indonesia 24 19 29 72
IR Iran 17 16 16 49
Chinese Taipei 13 14 20 47
DPR Korea 12 8 7 27
India 9 19 22 50
Uzbekistan 9 15 14 38
Thailand 9 11 33 53
Kazakhstan 8 9 30 47
Bahrain 8 3 5 16
Hongkong 4 12 16 32
Malaysia 4 8 8 20
Qatar 4 3 3 10
UAE 3 6 3 12
Singapore 3 4 10 17
Mongolia 3 2 5 10
Philippines 3 0 12 15
Vietnam 2 11 13 26
Kyrgyzstan 2 6 9 17
Jordan 2 1 8 11
Kuwait 2 1 0 3
Cambodia 2 0 1 3

Saudi Arabia 1 2 1 4

Macau, China 1 2 1 4
Lebanon 1 1 2 4
Iraq              1 1 0 2
Korea 1 0 2 3
Lao PDR 0 2 2 4
Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3
Tajikistan 0 1 0 1
Pakistan 0 0 3 3
Afghanistan 0 0 2 2
Myanmar 0 0 2 2
Syria 0 0 1 1

kick conversion in the 80th 
minute for a handball inside 
the area. 

Vareiyang scored the 
only goal in the 31st minute 
for United 16 FC.
Yhanshalo rescue Van-
guard
Yhanshalo Kemp came to 
rescue for Vanguard FC 
as he scored a hat-trick to 
help the team beat last year 
champions Khriekesa FC 
3-2 in the last quarterfinal 
match. 

The first half saw a goal-
less draw with both teams 
failing to find the back of the 
net. Khriekesa were unlucky 
not to have scored as they 
hit the crossbar twice. 

In the second half, 
Yhanshalo headed home 
a long cross from Sinlo in 
the 65th minute to take the 

lead for Vanguard team. 
But Khriekesa found the 
equaliser through Akuo-u 
Ciesotsu (5) in the 87th min-
ute as he headed the much 
needed goal.

In the extra minute 
added time, Vimelie Chasie 
scored within the introduc-
tion of the game to give the 
lead for Khriekesa FC. 

Yhunshalo Kemp then 
scored from defensive 
lapses in the 116th min to 
equalise the score. While 
headed home the winning 
goal in the last minute to 
push their team into the 
semi-finals of the tourna-
ment. 

Wednesday's matches 
1st SF: Twenty XI vs Sechu 

Zubza FC at 12 pm 
2nd SF: New Market FC Vs 

Vanguard FC at at 2 pm

had prepared accordingly. 
I never thought of better-
ing the national mark. I just 
wanted to give my best. I 
don't have a job but my 
coach is from the Army," 
Manjit said.

Manjit said he trained in 
Ooty for the last one-and-a-
half years apart from Bhu-
tan for three months ahead 
of the Asian Games. 

"I had prepared well. 
I had strategised to follow 
runners initially and then 
push towards last 100-
150m. I did it and won gold 
for my country," an elated 
Manjit said.

A lot of middle-eastern 
countries have imported 
physically strong African 
athletes to power their ath-
letics squad but Manjit said 
he was confident to out-
shine them. 

"Indian athletes are do-
ing well. Tejinderpal Singh 
Toor and Neeraj Chopra 
had won gold and that also 
motivated me. Even those 
who won silver, they have 
won with national record," 
he said.

"I have seen Neeraj 
growing up in the last 1-2 
years. Such performances 
inspire you." 

Jonhson said Manjit was 
outstanding and deserved 
to win.

"He really ran well that's 
why he finished first. he 
was outstanding," the silver 
medallist said.

five consecutive games 
against the 23-year-old In-
dian.

Tai, who got past Saina 
Nehwal in the semi-finals 
on Monday, started strongly 
against Sindhu, taking a 5-0 
lead. But Sindhu didn't al-
low Tai to run away with the 
game, albeit briefly. Sindhu 
fought back to trail 4-6. 

Tai, known for her de-
ceptive game, however, 
continued to pile pressure 
on the Indian with her half 
smashes. Strong at the net, 
Tai forced Sindhu to go for 
power, and it resulted in 
Sindhu hitting several shots 
going over the line. A 17-10 
lead meant the first game 
was out of Sindhu's control 
and she lost 13-21.

In the second game, 
Sindhu ensured that she 
kept the pace at the begin-
ning with Tai. They were tied 
4-4 but Tai grabbed quick 
points to take a 9-6 lead.

The 24-year-old Tai con-
tinued her ascendancy and 
took a 15-10 lead. Sindhu 
tried to fight hard to stay in 
the contest as they shared a 
point each when the score 
read 19-15 in favour of Tai, 
who then sealed the game 
21-16.

It was Sindhu's third 
loss in the finals of ma-
jor competitions in 2018, 
after defeats at the Com-
monwealth Games and the 
World Championships.

drid to a resounding 3-0 vic-
tory over Juventus on April 
3, scoring twice - the second 
time with his overhead kick 
for the ages - and assisting 
on the third goal.

His Juventus teammate 
Mario Mandzukic won the 
award in 2017 and Barce-
lona's Lionel Messi won in 
2015 and 2016.

With 23,315 votes, the 
third place went to Spain's 
Eva Navarro for her solo 
goal against Germany in the 
UEFA European Women's 
Under-17 Championship 
on May 21, described by 
UEFA experts as a "beauti-
ful curling shot after nimble 
footwork to beat defend-
ers."


