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Indian govt. doesn’t have guts 
to make Naga peace deal 
public — Former interlocutor

Nagaland churches say no to 
immersion of Vajpayee’s ashes

Directorate of women resource development evacuated Have not 
compromised 
on Naga history 
and inherent 
rights, says 
NSCN (IM)

Another downpour, another 
flash flood in Dimapur
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 26: Even as Nagas are 
awaiting a permanent and honoura-
ble solution  to their over six decades 
of struggle for self determination, a 
former interlocutor for the Indian 
government has reportedly told Na-
tional Herald that the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party -led NDA government “didn’t 
have the guts to make the Naga peace 
deal public” fearing setback to its 
hold in the northeast.

The Government of India and 
the Nationalist Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) signed the 
“historic” Peace Accord, a frame-
work agreement to end India’s oldest 
insurgency, on Aug. 3, 2015, but it 
is yet to be finalised even after over 
three years. 

The framework agreement re-
ceived a mixed reaction from the 
Naga public when it was declared 
with some welcoming the move 
while others expressed apprehen-
sion over a possible compromise of 
their demand for “sovereignty” and 
integration of all Naga-inhabited 
areas under one administrative 
umbrella or "Greater Nagalim" af-
ter its content was kept under the 
wraps. The details of the deal finally 
emerged in July this year after the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee 
Report on Home Affairs tabled it 
before both houses of the parliament 
– Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha. 

Now, a former interlocutor has 
said that the government of India 
didn’t have the courage to make the 
framework agreement public as it 
could have a huge repercussion on 
BJP’s position in the northeast, which 
is completely under its rule and its 
allies except for Mizoram.  

“The CMs of three states, all ruled 
by the BJP, were in Delhi recently 
and expressed grave concerns over 

possible backlash for the party and 
implications for the security situa-
tion in general if territorial integrity 
of any of these states was compro-
mised because of the Naga Peace 
Deal. It would deal a death knell to 
the BJP in the entire northeast,” the 
interlocutor told National Herald on 
condition of anonymity. 

Citing protests from neighbour-
ing states, he rubbished current in-
terlocutor of Indian government R.N. 
Ravi’s claim that the civil society or-
ganisations in Manipur, Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh states were con-
sulted on the framework agreement. 
He added that the situation will 
be severe particularly in Manipur, 
where there four Naga-inhabited 
districts -- Senapati, Tamenglong, 
Ukhrul, and Chandel – will be ceded 
if the demand for "Greater Nagalim" 
is granted.

“Meiteis, which are a majority in 
Manipur, won’t agree to ceding any 
part of Manipur, to Nagaland. Even 
granting autonomy to these districts 
won’t be acceptable. How will the 
BJP government in Manipur answer 
Meiteis,” the interlocutor asked.

He went on to say that the signing 
of the framework agreement with the 
NSCN (I-M) is just a gimmick.

Besides dissent from the neigh-
bouring states, the Nationalist So-
cialist Council of Nagaland (Khap-
lang) or NSCN (K), is posing as a 
hindrance to the framework agree-
ment being finalised. Sources from 
BJP unit in Nagaland told National 
Herald that the faction hasn’t signed 
the peace accord yet while other six 
insurgent groups have.

“But, we are trying to get them 
on board. They now have a new 
president which is encouraging. We 
couldn’t reach an agreement with 
the earlier president, SS Khaplang, 

since he was from Myanmar. The 
new leader is from Nagaland,” said 
sources. 

NSCN (K), which signed a cease-
fire with Indian government in 2000, 
abrogated it in April 2015. Bloody 
encounters between the Indian army 
and the faction were witnessed after 
fallout, including the ambush on 6 
Dogra Regiment Convoy in Chandel 
district of Manipur that killed at least 
18 Army personnel. It followed the 
banning of the outfit by the Indian 
government.

Meanwhile, the details of the 
framework agreement emerged 
when the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Home Affairs tabled 
the 213th report on the security 
situation in the northeastern states 
in both the Upper and Lower houses 
of the parliament last month. Ravi 
told the Committee that the deal rec-
ognises the “uniqueness of the Naga 
history” and conceded to “some 
special arrangements” by the govern-
ment and that it was signed after the 
NSCN (IM) agreed to “special status” 
within India and not “with India.”

The report also said that Nagas 
in Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh would come under Article 
371A of the Constitution, which is 
currently being accorded to Naga-
land state.

However, the provisions given in 
the framework agreement didn’t go 
down well with the Nagas and many 
civil society organisations saying 
that the people wouldn’t settle for 
anything lesser than “sovereignty” 
and integration of all Naga-inhabited 
areas.

NSCN (IM) leaders later claimed 
that the demand for “Greater Na-
galim” and “sovereignty” are not 
compromised in the signed frame-
work agreement.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 
(EMN): The NSCN 
(IM) on Sunday as-
serted at no point of 
time has it ‘years sof-
tened its stand on the 
Naga history, identity 
and inherent rights of 
all the Nagas’ vis-a-vis 
the Indo-Naga politi-
cal negotiations.

“The ‘uniqueness 
of Naga history’ is an 
unparallel account 
to any other merged 
state(s) which has 
continued resistance 
to colonialism since 
the British rule, where 
each Naga villages 
since time immemo-
rial lived a democratic 
republic and exercise 
their sovereignty. Un-
like other Maharajas 
or kingdoms, no Naga 
chief ever assented to 
join the Indian fed-
eral union. Hence, the 
Nagas’ right for self-
determination is a de-
rivative of biological, 
cultural, history and 
political. 

“Therefore, the 
NSCN is prepared 
to go to any length 
against those trying 
to sabotage the ongo-
ing Indo-Naga peace 
process as we believe 
that no one has the 
right to dictate the fate 
of others for their own 
convenience,” read a 
statement from the 
group on Sunday. 

(Full text in page 6)  

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 26: After a 
heavy downpour on Satur-
day night and in the early 
hours Dimapur woke up to 
flood-like situation on Sun-
day Aug. 26 affecting more 
than 700 houses.

Floods due to poor drain-
age system has become the 
order of the day in Dimapur 
said Dimapur Additional 
Deputy Commissioner   
(ADC) Albert Ezung to East-
ern Mirror and the same was 
the cause for Sunday flood in 
Dimapur.    

As per flood report pro-
vided by ADC Ezung around 
700 houses were affected 
and the affected areas are- 

Aokong, 
Anitet at 
L o w e r 
Lingrijan, 
LRC colo-

ny at Nuton Bosti, River Belt, 
Grace colony at Half Nagar-
jan, and Sachu colony. Niu 
colony, Zeliangrong colony, 
Rongmei colony at Burma 
Camp and Dhobinalla. 

The severely affected 
area was LRC clony at Nuton 
Bosti and Sachu colony and 
the district administration 
had to take assistance from 
the State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF) because of the 
situation said Ezung.

"The affected families 
are taking shelter at tempo-
rary place arranged by the 
respective colony council. 
The water had receded by 
afternoon so some families 
returned to their homes", 
Ezung reported.  However 
he was apprehensive that if 
Dimapur experiences down-
pour again, flood-like situa-
tion will continue affecting 
more families.  

Ezung observed that as 
per the assessment Dimapur 
experiences flood because 

of the poorly maintained 
drains which are clogged and 
manmade situation. It was 
the responsibility of every 
individual to take care of the 
public property and avoid 
such manmade situation, he 
pointed out.     

Till filing of this report in 
the evening, the district ad-
ministration was reported to 
be taking stock of the situa-
tion and the detail report will 
be collected and compiled 
on Aug. 27 if the situation 
improves.     

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 26 (EMN):  
The decision of the BJP unit 
Nagaland to immerse the 
ashes of former Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 
Doyang River on Monday, 
August 27 has drawn sharp 
criticisms from various 
church organisations, citi-
zens and from the opposi-
tion party Congress as well.

Apprehensions, asper-
sions and condemnations 
has been doing the round 
in social media that such 
a practice will set a very 
negative precedent and 
do much damage to our 
Christian identity.

Na g a l a n d  b e i n g  a 
Christian dominated state, 
people are of the popular 
view that it is against the 
Christian belief and an al-
ien practice to perform the 
religious rites of another 
religion in the name of ‘re-
spect and homage’.

Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror, NBCC general 
secretary, Rev. Dr. Zelhou 
Keyho opined that “NBCC 
is in no way meant to be 
disrespectful of our leader 
late Shri Atal Vajpayee or 
the Hindu community”. 

Nevertheless, he said 
“for a Christian because of 
his political affiliation if he 
begins to stoop so low to 
adore religious practices 
of other religion and do so 
in the pretext that he does 
so in Christian spirit it is a 
weary move”.  

He also made it clear 
that it mourned the pass-
ing away of Atal Vapayee, 
former prime minister of 
India who is a great leader 
of the nation and respect 
him as a politician and a 
leader, and also under-

stand the sentiment of the 
political party which he 
represents.  

While it has no prob-
lem if they pay homage, 
Keyho was apprehensive 
that “if Christians in the 
party begin to perform the 
religious rites of another 
religion in the name of 
respect and homage and 
bring in a culture that is 
alien to us the divide will 
become bigger.”  

He was of the view that 
“if Hindus in the party 
want to do anything with 
the ashes of our leader let 
them take to river Ganges 
which they perform such 
religious right”. However, 
asserted that at this point, 
without going further, re-
specting the culture of the 
land and hurting the re-
ligious sentiment of the 
minority will certainly save 
the situation. 

Political party and poli-
ticians, he said should play 
uniting politics and not 
propagate alien cultures 
and practices. This should 
not become their agenda. 
"Stay true to your faith and 
practice and show respect 
to your leader in the way 
befitting without imposing 
what others want you to do 
to gain their favour" stated 
Keyho.

Lotha Baptist Churches 
Association (LBCA) execu-
tive secretary, Nyanchumo 
Lotha was also of the view 
that while it respect and 
honour Vajpayee’s good 
deeds, performing ritu-
als of another religion is 
against the Christian prin-
ciple and Lotha culture.

Lotha said it strongly 
condemned the act of BJP 
president, Imna Along 

Longkumer if at all he is 
performing the rituals of 
immersing the ashes of 
Vajpayee stating that “he 
is neither our God or reli-
gious leader of the Nagas.”

Executive Secretary, 
Ao Baptist Arogo Mung-
dang (ABAM), Dr. Mar 
Atsongchanger said it 
doesn’t subscribe and is 
strongly against what BJP 
president Imna Along is 
doing as a leader.

“We all respect Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee as a lead-
er and a politician” said 
Atsongchanger however, 
added that this is not the 
way Naga leaders should 
do “to the extent of wor-
shipping his ashes.” 

Nagaland being domi-
nated by Christians, he 
opined that anything that 
they (leaders) do should 
not disturb the faith and 
practices of the Christians 
in Nagaland and their act 
should not be a stumbling 
block to the Christian faith 
in Nagaland.

Meanwhile talking to 
Eastern Mirror, BJP state 
unit president, Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer 
clarified that he has done 
no rituals, but by virtue of 
being the BJP president of 
Nagaland, he has received 
the ashes of Vajpayee to be 
handed over to the Minor-
ity Morcha of BJP Nagaland 
to perform the rites hon-
ourably.

Longkumer main-
tained that his faith cannot 
be questioned just because 
he has shown respect to a 
great leader who has done 
so much for the people 
of Nagaland, and felt it is 
an honour for the Naga 
people.

On the criticisms from 
various quarters, he main-
tained that Nagaland being 
a secular state, people need 
to respect and be tolerant 
of each other. 

He clarified “I am not 
going to do any rituals and 
I don’t know any ritual” 
however, added that they 
will follow and immerse 
the ashes of Vajpayee in 
the river by the Minority 
Morcha of BJP Nagaland, 
which comprises of both 
Hindus and Muslims.

When enquired in 
which river the ashes will 
be immersd, Longkumer 
refused to disclose the lo-
cation. 
Not on Lotha land, says 
Lotha Hoho 
The Lotha Hoho has de-
clared it will not allow the 
ashes of Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, the former prime min-
ister of India who passed 
away recently, to be im-
mersed in the waters/rivers 
in Wokha jurisdiction. 

A statement from the 
organisation on Sunday 
stated that the Nagaland 
unit of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) might ‘perform 
their rite at any part of Na-
galand of which we have no 
say but will not be allowed 
to be performed in any part 
of Wokha jurisdiction for 
the reason that it is neither 
our cultural practice nor 
religious belief.’

“We make it clear that 
we respect BJP as one of 
the national parties of the 
country, the various cul-
tures of the country and 
most of all (the) late Vaj-
payee but that does not 
mean that we should allow 
our distinct culture to be di-
luted,” the statement read. 

EntErtainmEnt

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 26 (EMN): This year’s 
monsoon continues to haunt the 
state, its people, as well as the govern-
ment by way of destruction to infra-
structure and houses through land-
slides and floods. Latest reports have 
come in that the three-storey building 
that houses the state’s Directorate 
of Women Resource Development 
(DWRD), near the Kohima Campus 
Nagaland University at Meriema, had 
to be evacuated due to intense sinking 
of land in the area.

It has been learnt that the directo-
rate has been temporarily relocated to 
its old office premise at Bayavü Colo-
ny in Kohima, which was being used 
as a training centre of the department.

When contacted, an official of 
the directorate told Eastern Mirror 
that the entire area of the directorate 
building was being affected due to 
unstable soil. Apparently, the 100 or 
so employees of the establishment 
had to be evacuated as the structure 
had become unsafe: building’s pillars 
had sunk around six inches deep and 
cracks have developed in every room. 

Engineers are said to be appre-
hensive that there was an undercur-
rent movement in the area due to 
which, the sinking of land was occur-
ring every year, particularly during 
and post monsoon.

The official informed that the 
department has written to the state’s 
Geology and Mining department 
to conduct a detailed assessment 
of the area. Additionally, they have 

also asked the Geology department 
of the Nagaland University to survey 
the area.

Besides the main directorate 
building, staff quarters and two new 
structures in the area have also been 
affected.

“Even if the undercurrent move-
ment of soil stops, the building will 
have to go for retrofitting as the foun-
dation has been affected,” the official 
informed.

It was also learnt that due to the 
temporary relocation of the estab-
lishment, the department’s annual 
conference with partner NGOs which 
was being planned for August 10, had 
to be postponed indefinitely.

It is worth mentioning here that 
the DWRD land borders with that 
of the Kohima campus of Nagaland 
University, Meriema, and incessant 
rainfall had triggered landslides in 
the area, causing damage to the road 
leading to the DWRD and the univer-
sity since July 30 last.

The Nagaland University Stu-
dents’ Union (NUSU) has alleged that 
the road, which was constructed less 
than a year ago, had given in to the 
rains owing to poor quality of con-
struction coupled with the instability 
of the area.

NUSU president Chongrokhum 
Sangtam said classes at the univer-
sity had to be suspended for two days 
earlier this month as the road had 
been cut off from the area below NFA 
ground before DWRD due to cracks 
and sinking of soil, and about 70 

percent of the students live outside 
the campus.

However, he informed that alter-
native arrangements were made for 
students, professors and other staff 
of the university who commute to the 
campus, and the university authori-
ties have initiated repair works. 

H e  s a i d 
the main road 
leading to Pau-
na Men’s Hostel 
in the campus 
was totally cut off, but the authorities 
led by the Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof. 
RC Gupta himself have started con-
struction of a new approach road to 
the hostel. Inside the campus, it was 
informed that several affected quar-
ters had to be demolished and cracks 
were expanding in the men’s hostel 
but it was yet to be evacuated.

The NUSU is concerned that 
while road restoration works were 
being carried out in the campus, who 
would take up the repair works out-
side the campus gate.

Monsoon Woes

Students warn of protest 
Accusing the Nagaland government of ‘not being serious’ about 
constructing roads at Kiphire district in the aftermath a landslide 
that cut the district off for four weeks straight, the Seyochung Area 
students Union (SASU) has threatened to organise a ‘Gandhian 
peaceful demonstration’ if said roads were not built ‘within a 
couple of months.’   

In a statement issued on Sunday, the union requested the 
chief minister to visit the district and ensure early construction 
of roads between Meluri and Kiphire.  



School heads prepared for 
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AR apprehends one for extortion 

AR organises painting competition
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School principals and teachers pose for the lens after the training programme at Ahthibung. 

Children participate in a painting competition in Dimapur.

The first meeting of the Naga Club committee seen here in progress.

Neiba Kronu addressing the Phek DPDB meeting. 

The two accused persons.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): A sensi-
tization and training on measles-
rubella vaccination campaign 
for school principals and nodal 
teachers was recently conducted  
at Athibung PHC for Athibung 
block.

Resource persons, BPM Tem-
sumenla Kipgen and Dr. Ve-
zokhulu, MO Ayush, highlighted 
the roles and responsibilities of 
the teachers and gave instruc-
tions on how to carry the vaccina-
tion activities. They also encour-
aged and requested the schools 
to conduct rallies, painting ac-
tivities and also parents-teachers 
meeting and teacher-student 
interaction.  

Schools authorities were 
asked to cooperate and create 
intensive positive awareness and 
trained their staff for a successful 
campaign in the district.   

The same was conducted 
for vaccinators, ANMs, and su-
pervisors by   Kipgen and Dr. 
Vezokhulu.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN):  The Mokokc-
hung Municipal Council (MMC) adminis-
trator, W Manpai Phom has informed that 
dog registration / renewal and vaccina-
tion drive will be conducted on Sep. 3 and 
4th from 8 am onwards in Mokokchung. 

The programme is a joint effort the 
Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Mokokchung and the MMC.

On Sep. 3, the drive will be carried 
out at Sangtemla, penli, Sungkomen, 
Tongdetsuyong, Alongmen, and Dilong, 
Alempang, Salangtem, Arkong, and 
Kumlong wards while on Sep. 4 at Artang, 
Kichutip, Yimyu, Majakong, Marepkong, 
Mongdenbal and Libalijen ward.

All the dog owners have been in-
formed to avail the vaccination and also 
to register or renew the registration card. 
For renewal of the card INR 50 will be 
collected and INR 200 for new registra-
tion.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): The department of Animal 
Husbandry an d Veterinary Services (AH&VS) conducted 
an awareness camp under ASCAD 2017-18 on Aug. 24 at 
Terogvunyu village under Tseminyu block.

During the camp, the deputy chief veterinary officer 
of Kohima, Dr. Joseph M Angami spoke on rural eco-
nomic upliftment through livestock rearing. 

Resource person for the event, Dr. Gwathonlo Tsela, 
VAS Tseminyu while talking on the livestock diseases, 
briefed the participants about the preventive measures 
and timely vaccinations. 

The camp was attended by farmers from Terog-
vunyu, New Terogvunyu and Henbenji villages. 

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The organising committee 
for centenary celebration 
of Naga Club held its first 
meeting on Aug. 24 at the 
MC Hall, Red Cross build-
ing in Kohima.

An update from the 
committee informed that 
the meeting conducted 
under the chairmanship of 
its convenor Medoselhou 
Keretsü laid the roadmap 
for preparation of the cel-
ebration scheduled on 
November 24. 

During the meeting, 
the members present in-

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The Phek District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) during its monthly 
meeting approved LADP 
for year 2018- 19 schemes. 
The meeting was held on 
Aug. 24 in its conference 
hall.

Legislators from Phek 
district attended the meet-
ing and urged the mem-
bers to be in the station 
while serving the people 
for short time. They were 
also directed to abide by 
the rule of law.

According to a DIPR 
update, the board agreed 
to construct a resting shed 
at Avakhung between 
Manguti villages and de-
cided to forward the pro-
posal.

The meeting also rec-
ommended security fenc-

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): The 
Dimapur battalion of Assam Rifles 
organised a painting competition 
on the theme ‘reuse and recycle’ 
at Little Laureates Montessori 
School, Singrijan village in Di-
mapur on Aug. 20.

The Assam Rifles said the aim 
of organising the competition was 

to educate the students on the 
threat posed by plastic products 
to the environment and to pro-
mote the concept of reusing and 
recycling to keep the environment 
healthy and clean.

Six teachers and 58 students 
participated in the competition, 
the press release added.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): District 
Education Officer, Kohima has 
informed that the Kohima district 
level science seminar would be 
conducted on Sep. 17 at Mezhür 
Higher Secondary School on the 
topic “Industrial Revolution (IR) 
4.0: Are we prepared?” from 10:30 
am.

DEO, Kohima, Piholi Swunetho, 
informed that one student from 
Classes VIII to X should compulso-
rily participate from the short listed 
schools. While basic information 

had been sent for ready reference, 
she has requested all to participate 
without fail.

Schools short-listed for par-
ticipation in the district level sci-
ence seminar 2018 under the 
DEO, Kohima, are Mezhür Higher 
Secondary School, Model Higher 
Secondary School, Little Flower 
Higher Secondary School, Christ 
King Higher Secondary School, 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Higher Sec-
ondary School, Baptist High, Don 
Bosco Higher Secondary School, 

Holy Family, Ministers’ Hill Baptist 
Higher Secondary School, Bethel 
Higher Secondary School, Mt. 
Sinai Higher Secondary School, 
Rüzhükhrie Government Higher 
Secondary School, Model Higher 
Secondary School, Government 
Higher Secondary School Jotsoma, 
Northfield School, TM Government 
Higher Secondary School, Fern-
wood School, Government High 
School PWD, Dainty Buds, GHS 
New Market, and Dr. N Kire Higher 
Secondary School Seikhazou.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
Kohima Police has recov-
ered one Royal Enfield 
bike bearing registration 
number NL 02-6124.

Additional Superin-
tendent of Police and the 
PRO Kohima, stated that 
the vehicle was reported 
stolen from Mezhur High-
er Secondary School area 

in Kohima. The vehicle 
was intercepted by Kohi-
ma Police from Peducha 
police check gate in the 
early hours on Aug. 24.

Two persons were ar-
rested in this connection. 
They were identified as 
Pushe Pang (26 yrs) and 
Yuhson (28 yrs) both from 
Tuensang district.

Children of Christ King Church of Kohima village paint during an art event that was conducted based 
on the Bible. The diocese of Kohima observed Bible Sunday Aug. 26.

Justice Songkhupchung Serto, judge of the Guahati High Court, with legal officers after the 
inauguration of a community library for the people of Mon on Aug. 25 at the Mon Town Students’ 
Union’s office. The library was donated by the Sarvaritey Foundation in collaboration with the 
Nagaland State Legal Services Authority.

Students of St. Gabriel High School at Chumukedima pose for the lens after a science exhibition in 
the school’s premises. The exhibition was conducted for classes 8-10 on Aug. 23.

Little colours

Bookstand

Exhibit

NEWS IN BRIEF
DUCCF convenes general meeting 
The Dimapur Urban Council Chairman Federation 
(DUCCF) has convened an emergency general meeting on 
Aug. 29 at the Forest Colony council hall at 3 pm.  All the 
colony chairmen have been requested to attend along with 
annual membership fee. 

Naga Club meeting postponed 
The proposed meeting of the Naga Club scheduled to 
be held on Aug. 27 has been postponed to Au. 29 at the 
MC Hall, Red Cross building in Kohima at 10 am. It has 
informed that the Naga Students’ Federation would attend 
the meeting on special invitation. All the members have 
been requested to attend the same positively.

Kiphire DIC informs PMEGP  
beneficiaries
District Industries Centre (DIC), Kiphire, has informed 
that interview for selection of PMEGP beneficiaries from 
Kiphire and Pungro under Khadi and Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC) and Nagaland Khadi and Industries 
Board (NKVIB) would be held on September 4 in the office 
chamber of ADC, Pungro, and September 7 in the office 
chamber of the deputy commissioner (DC), Kiphire, re-
spectively. All the eligible applicants have been informed to 
appear for nterview along with original documents.

stated sub-committees 
besides the existing re-
search and planning com-
mittee.

The committee had 

informed that the next 
meeting has been sched-
uled to be held on Aug. 27 
at the MC Hall, Red Cross 
building in Kohima.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): The 
Chieswema battalion of Assam Ri-
fles during the search operation at 
Ketoupa Colony in Pfutsero town 
on Aug. 23, apprehended one 
Shekho, son of Vekusa of Khomi 
Middle village under Phek district.

According to AR updates, 13 
extortion slips of NSCN (KN) and 
INR 300 were recovered from his 
possession.

The apprehended individual 
along with the recovered items 
was handed over to Pfutsero Police 
Station for further investigation.

ing and toilet of GHSS 
Meluri, establishment of 
college at Chozuba town 
and weekly helicopter 
service from Dimapur to 

Meluri.
Departmental activi-

ties were presented by Art 
& Culture and Youth Re-
source & Sports, Phek.
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Community leaders pose for a photograph after the session.

BSU pays tribute 
to youth leader 

Chizami community to support indigenous food, farming systems

STATE

Through this column we, the children and husband of Late Mrs. O. Atoli Chishi 
would like to convey our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who stood  by us 
physically, emotionally, financially and spiritually during the prolonged illness 

and demise of our beloved mother and wife on 11th of Aug 2018. 
We sincerely apologize and regret our  inability to thank all  of you individually, but 

it is our humble prayer that the good Lord bless you all abundantly.

Our special thanks to:-
1. NEIGRIHMS Shillong, Doctors, nurses and staffs.
2. NCF NEIGRIHMS, Pastor  and all members.
3. Dr. Nicky Kire,  Advisor RD.
4. Project Director, Tuensang DRDA and all Staffs.
5. Rev. Dr. Hokheto Chophy, Pastor SBCK and staff.
6. Sumi Baptist Church Kohima (General, Women, Youth, Choir, All Church 

Singing Groups).
7. Healing Calls.
8. Mr. Vikiyeto Noel and family.
9. Ahoto Village.
10. Lokobomi Tughalomi union (Kohima and  Dimapur).
11. Mrs.  Ketsrole and sisters and families.
12. Dr.Bryan Shunyu NEIGRIHMS.
13. Dr. Medo NEIGRIHMS.
14. Mewibogie Fellowship (Women and Youth).
15. Forest colony Women Fellowship.
16. Power dept EE Kohima division and staffs.
17. ATMA, Mon.
18. All friends, neighbours and relatives.

2 Thimothy 4:7 “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”

~ From Loving Husband and Children.

Acknowledgement

Government response to extortion, threats 
disappoint Acaut; demands immediate arrest
Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation 
(Acaut) Nagaland has ex-
pressed disappointment 
at the response of the 
Government of Nagaland 
to the extortion and life 
threats faced by contrac-
tors and workers of Asian 
Highway-1, on the ongoing 
four-lane road (Nagaland 
sector). 

A press statement is-
sued by the Acaut media 

cell on Sunday demanded 
that the government im-
mediately arrest “these 
rogue elements/entities 
and expose their identity.”  

The Acaut reminded 
that the extortion and har-
assment meted to the lab-
orers is not a new phenom-
enon but has been going on 
since the work started. 

“In fact cases of extor-
tion and harassment was 
also reported in the year 
2017, the Western Angami 

Public organization too had 
passed resolution that no 
entity shall be allowed to 
disturb the four-lane road 
project,” the Acaut stated. 

Stating that the Acaut in 
it press release on June 28, 
requested ‘the NNPG’s to 
give an public undertaking 
to the people of Nagaland 
that it will not in any way 
disturb the ongoing impor-
tant dream road project for 
the welfare of the general 
public,’ the Acaut said the 

govt. ‘getting upset’ over 
the reporting of extortion, 
robbery and harassment to 
workers and contractors is 
unjustified. 

It requested the govern-
ment to ensure the safety of 
the contractors and work-
ers for smooth execution 
of work. 

“The Acaut Nagaland 
is also bewildered that in 
spite of the huge support 
and prayer of the people of 
Nagaland for smooth and 

unhindered completion of 
the road there are still some 
rogue elements and anti- 
social elements stealing on 
the site working vehicles, in 
their greed and selfishness 
is a challenge to the people 
of Nagaland,” the press 
release stated.

Further, the Acaut re-
quested the public to create 
a congenial atmosphere 
and extend all possible co-
operation for the ongoing 
work.

The 24th Nagaland (I) Coy NCC cadets show their medals won during the inter-group competition of Thal 
Sanik Camp held at Johrat from Aug. 18-27.

State NCC cadets bag five medals at Thal Sainik camp

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
Cadets of 24th Nagaland 
(I) Coy NCC bagged five 
medals at the inter-group 
competition of Thal Sanik 
Camp held at Johrat from 
Aug. 18-27.

Cadets Stephen Yan-
than and Shankar Thapa 
bagged gold and silver 
medal respectively in 
health and hygiene writ-
ten test; Chubanuksung 
Jamir bagged gold medal 

in judging distance and 
field signal test; Lacit Kon-
war bagged silver medal in 
obstacle course competi-
tion; and Vikepesie Ter-
hüja bagged silver medal 
in firing. Overall the boy 

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): Two uniden-
tified persons died while undergoing 
treatment at Dimapur District Hospital 
on Aug. 26. The duo was found in an un-
conscious state from different locations at 
Rail Bazaar on Aug. 25.

According to a police report issued by 
the additional superintendent of police 
and PRO, Dimapur, the victims expired 
while undergoing treatment at District 

Hospital in Dimapur.
The first victim was suspected to be a 

non-Naga age around 35 years with dark 
complexion and 5.3 feet in height. The 
other victim was around 45 years with fair 
complexion and 6 feet in height.

The bodies were kept in the District 
Hospital morgue for identification. Cases 
were registered with the Sub-Urban Po-
lice Station for further investigation.

Healthcare 
providers 
trained on 
‘Dakshada’
Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The District Health Society of 
Tuensang, conducted train-
ing on ‘Dakshada’ for doctors 
and nurses under Tuensang 
district from Aug. 9-25. 

The training was con-
ducted in four batches with 
Dr. I Temsu Longchar, depu-
ty chief medical officer, and 
Dr. Yanren, gynaecologist of 
District Hospital Tuensang, 
as resource persons.

T h e  t r a i n i n g  w a s 
conducted with focus to 
strengthen the competency 
of the providers in the la-
bour rooms, to perform 
evidence based practices as 
per the established labour 
room protocols and stand-
ards supplies, to improve 
the availability of essential 
supplies and commodi-
ties in the labour room and 
the postpartum wards, and 
empowering providers for 
improved the quality care 
services to pregnant wom-
en, improving data record-
ing related to childbirth and 
major causes of maternal 
mortality and interventions 
to prevent them.

Altogether 61 partici-
pants including five doc-
tors, 26 GNMs and 28 
ANMs were trained under 
‘Dakshada’ under Tuensang 
district.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The Bengali Students 
Union (BSU) organized 
a ‘Sradhhanjali’  pro-
gramme, a tribute to Tapa-
sh Paul, former president 
of Hindu Yuva Sangh and 
founder member of DBSU 
at its office conference hall 
at Millennium Market in 
Dimapur. 

The Bengali  com-
munity leaders and of-
fice bearers of DBSU and 
HYS participated in the 
program and paid floral 
tribute at the portrait of 
Tapash Paul. 

It may be mentioned 
that Paul was drowned in 
a river at Tinsukia and died 
on Aug. 19 at the age of 
28. The union said he was 
a dynamic youth leader 
from Bengali community 
and had contributed in 
different capacities in the 
society. 

L e a d e r s  f ro m  t h e 
Bengali community of 
Dimapur addressed the 
gathering and paid tribute 
to the departed soul.

 Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The community leaders 
of Chizami town, includ-
ing community leaders 
from Enhulumi, Mesu-
lumi, Sumi, and Thet-
sumi villages in Chizami 
Range Public Organization 
(CRPO) carried out a day 
long discussion on “Indig-
enous food and farming 
systems — challenges and 
opportunities,” at the VTC 
Hall, North East Network 

(NEN) Resource Centre in 
Chizami on August 25. 

An update received 
here informed that the 
event was organised by 
CRPO in collaboration 
with NEN during which 
they adopted the resolu-
tions to strengthen biodi-
versity, indigenous food, 
and farming systems — in-
digenous methods of ma-
nure, reviving traditional 
seeds, strengthening vil-

lage biodiversity manage-
ment boards, and integrat-
ing horticulture farming to 
improve rural livelihood. 
They further emphasised 
on strengthening commu-
nity governance over land 
use with special mention 
about jhum cultivation 
sites. 

It resolved that the 
communities would ad-
here to the resolutions 
to improvise the existing 

jhum cultivation prac-
tice and will strengthen 
agro-biodiversity based 
on collective farming and 
sustainability. Every vil-
lage will make an effort to 
engage young people on 
food and farming systems 
through awareness pro-
grammes, seminars, and 
social events. 

The community lead-
ers stressed on total ban 
of chemical inputs in farm 

Members of the RYO poses for the lens outside in TB hospital at Khuzama.

Dignity of labour; Rachü 
youths reach out to TB hospital

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): The Rachü 
Youth Organisation (RYO) of Viswema vil-
lage, Kohima carried out cleanliness drive 
at TB hospital in Khuzama with the theme 
“Dignity of labour” on Aug. 24.

The president of the organisation, 
Kediho Pusa on Sunday informed that 

during the day long drive, the youth team 
cleaned the hospital campus; repaired 
and replaced electricals; and water tank.

The youth organization also donated 
dining table, water tank, and waste bins 
among other materials that were needed 
in the hospital.

Major Himanjan Sarma with the NCC cadets of Phom Lempong School.

Phom Lempong School observes first NCC day

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
Phom Lempong School 
of Longleng observed its 
first NCC day on Saturday 
Aug. 25 at thePhom Bap-

tist Christian Association 
(PBCA) convention hall in 
Longleng.

Major Himanjan Sar-
ma of 44th Assam Rifle, 

Longleng attended the 
programme as the special 
guest.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sarma, encouraged 

the NCC cadets and other 
students to be determined 
to achieve one’s dreams. 
He also stressed on the 
benefits of joining NCC. 

Rev. Imti with graduating ‘students’ of fathers’ school.

Kiphire church conducts school for fathers 

Unidentified persons die during treatment

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
Kiphire Town Baptist 
Lithro (KTBL) conducted 
a school for fathers from 
Aug. 15-19 on the theme 
“A loving father makes a 
loving family,” with Rev. 
Imti Sangtam, pastor 
SBCK, as resource person. 
The four-day school was 
organised by the KTBL 
and sponsored by the 
Sangtam Baptist Church 
of Kohima. 

The resource person, 
who was also a fathers’ 
school graduate of 2013 
batch, spoke on fathers’ 
influence, fathers’ man-
hood, fathers’ mission, 

and fathers’ spirituality 
and family.

Stating that fathers 
represent God in the fam-
ily, he said they should 
know their responsibili-
ties. 

“The Bible says, fa-
thers are the head of the 
family, but today we see 
many headless fathers in 
the family. If the fathers 
know how to shoulder 
their responsibilities in 
the family, our society, our 
churches etc will grow,” he 
expounded.

During the programme 
the campers were divided 
into eight groups and were 

assigned to do various ac-
tivities. They shared their 
own experiences from 
childhood to fatherhood. 
They were also asked to 
write letters to father, wife 
and children. 

O n  t h e  c o n c l u d -
ing programme, fathers 
(campers) along with their 
wives attended the school 
where they presented a 
rose to their wives, prayed 
and feet washing ceremo-
ny was held. At the end 
of the session, 38 fathers 
were awarded with gradu-
ation certificates - the first 
batch from KTBL Fathers 
School 2018. 

Four-lane road harassment 

lands and also restrict out-
siders to explore or ex-
tract any natural resources 
without prior consent of 
the village councils.

The speakers for the 
programme acknowledged 
the benefits of ecological 
agriculture to the land, soil, 
water bodies, and commu-
nity well-being. 

They also deliberated 
about the current scenario 
of rural populace on liveli-
hoods, youth alienation 
from farming, climate cri-
sis, depletion of environ-
ment, and health related 
problems owing to food 
habits. 

The success of plum 
production in Enhulumi 
village, millet cultiva-
tion in Sumi village, and 
community seed bank of 
Chizami town were shared 
during the discussion. 

Stephen Gangmei of 
NEN introduced a new 
project titled, “No one 
shall be left behind imi-
tative.”  

and girl cadets of Kohima 
group have displayed re-
markable performance 
during the competition, 
an update received here 
stated.

Kohima group NCC 
contingent comprised of 
25 boys and 25 girls cadets 
participated in the compe-
tition. The group won run-
ners-up in the competition. 
Seven groups of Northeast 
region NCC participated in 
a ten-day event.

It informed that Thal 
Sanik Camp physical 
and mental stamina test 
amongst cadets and is 
conducted every year by 
NER Directorate NCC as a 
competition. 

A total of 25 NCC ca-
dets 13 boys and 12 girls 
have been selected for fur-
ther training and forming 
part of NER Directorate 
NCC team which would 
participate in inter direc-
torate competition of Thal 
Sanik Camp which would 
be held at New Delhi in 
September this year.  



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, August 27, 2018

Civil organisation backs farmers’ 
community to launch agitation

Tracks partially restored, train schedule still affected

Confident of NPP’s win in assembly polls — Meghalaya CM
NIA recovers six more pistolsVajpayee’s ashes immersed 

in seven rivers of Tripura

TSA peeved at govt.’s inaction on July 
13 Moreh attack; PIL filed at high court

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 26 (EMN): A day after 
irate farmers stormed into the Ag-
ricultural Department office in Im-
phal demanding delivery of urea fer-
tilizer, United People’s Front (UPF), a 
civil society organisation in Manipur 
has warned to launch public agita-
tion in association with farmers’ 
community if the government failed 
to provide urea at subsidised rates to 
the farmers within a week.

The functionaries of UPF con-
veyed this to reporters during a press 
conference at the front’s office at 
Keishampat in Imphal.

On Saturday, the angry farmers 
stormed the agriculture office in 
Imphal while some vandalised the 
godown of urea at Lamphelpat near 

Imphal in protest against the state 
agriculture department’s failure to 
deliver urea at the subsidised rate to 
the needy farmers.

According to the state farmers, it 
would lead to reduced yield whether 
it is paddy or vegetables if the farm-
ers failed to apply fertilizer in time. 
The situation is worrisome for poor 
farmers in the state.  

At present, Urea is sold in the 
markets at INR 900 to 1000 per bag. 
On the other hand, the price of Urea 
fixed by the Government is INR 267 
per bag. More than 75 per cent of 
the total population of Manipur are 
farmers and reportedly consumes 
around 20,000 metric tonnes of urea 
annually.  

The farmers from both valley 

and hills who arrived at the Agricul-
ture office at Sanjenthong in Imphal 
East district on Saturday informed 
that they were told to come but 
when they reached the office they 
were again told that there were no 
arrangements to distribute any 
urea.

Expressing unhappiness over the 
development, they said that they 
may not able to use urea in the field 
once August month is over. One of 
the agitating farmer alleged that the 
shortage of urea in the state is due to 
the failure of the Agriculture Depart-
ment to stock the fertilisers in the 
godown sufficiently in time.

The officials of the state agri-
culture department could not be 
reached for their comment.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
Engineers and workers 
repaired and restored the 
damaged up line at 5 am 
on Aug. 26 after working 
through the whole night at 
the accident site between 
Panbari and Digaru where 
22 wagons of an empty 
goods train had derailed 
yesterday.

The chief public rela-
tion officer NF Railway in 
Maligaon issued a press 
release on Sun. Aug. 26 
stating that the derailment 
had damaged more than 
500 metres of both Up 
and Down lines.  However, 
with the restoration of up 
line some trains stranded 
at different stations on 
both sides of the accident 
site resumed their journey.

Works is still undergo-
ing despite several hin-
drances including loca-
tion of the accident site 
and hundreds of workers 
have been working round 
the clock to restore the 
down line. It is expected 
that trains services will 
normalised by Monday 
morning, added the press 
release.

As the train service 
had faced cascading affect 
of the disruption, some 
trains have to be cancelled 
/ short terminated / re-
schedules as given below:
(A) Cancellations:
1)  12086 Dibrugarh – Gu-

wahati Shatabdi Ex-
press of 27.08.18 will 
remain cancelled.

2)  55616 Silchar – Gu-
wahati Passenger of 
26.08.18.

3)  13172 Agartala – Seal-
dah Kanchanjungha 
Express of 26.08.18.

4)  15626 Agartala – De-
o g h a r  E x p re s s  o f 
25.08.18.

5) 55601 Guwahati – Lum-
ding Passenger of 
26.08.18.

6) 15602 Lumding - Gu-
wahati Passenger of 
26.08.18.

7) 15769 Alipurduar Jn. 
– Lumding Intercity 
Express of 26.08.18.

8) 75727 Guwahati – Hai-
borgaon DEMU of 
26.08.18.

9) 15717 Guwahati – Mari-
ani Intercity Express of 

26.08.18.
10) 15718 Mariani - Guwa-

hati Intercity Express 
of 26.08.18.

11) 15612 Silchar - Gu-
wahati  Express of 
26.08.18.

12) 15665 Guwahati – 
Dimapur Express of 
26.08.18.

13) 15666 Dimapur – 
Guwahati Express of 
26.08.18.

14) 15417 Alipurduar Jn. 
– Silghat Rajya Rani 
Express 26.08.18.

(B) Short termination / 
partial cancellation:
1) 12424 New Delhi – Di-

brugarh Rajdhani Ex-
press arriving Guwa-
hati on 25.08.18 was 
short terminated at 
Guwahati and origi-
nated from Guwahati 
at 2.45 pm instead of 
Dibrugarh as 12423 
Rajdhani Express for 
Delhi.

2) 15959 Howrah – Dibru-
garh Kamrup Express 
arriving Guwahati on 
25.08.18 was short ter-
minated at Guwahati 
and originated from 

Guwahati at 3.10 pm 
instead of Dibrugarh 
as 15960 Kamrup Ex-
press for Howrah.

3)  14055 Delhi – Dibru-
garh Brahmaputra 
Mail arriving Guwa-
hati on 25.08.18 was 
short terminated at 
Lumding and will orig-
inated from Dibrugarh 
once track is repaired.

4)  13174 Agartala – Seal-
dah Kanchenjungha 
Express arriving Lum-
ding on 25.08.18 was 
short terminated at 
Lumding.

5)  01666 Agartala – Hu-
bibganj Special train 
was short-terminated 
at Badarpur.

6)  14056 Delhi – Dibru-
garh Brahmaputra 
Mail arriving Kama-
khya today was short-
terminated at Kama-
khya and returned as 
14055 Brahmaputra 
Mail to Delhi.

7) 15909 Dibrugarh – La-
lgarh Avadh Assam 
Express was short-ter-
minated at Lumding.

Shillong, Aug. 26 (PTI): A 
day before the declaration 
of results of two assem-
bly bypolls in the state, 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma, who 
is a candidate from South 
Tura constituency, exuded 
confidence today that the 
ruling National People’s 
Party (NPP) will win both 
the seats.

By-elections to South 
Tura and Ranikor Assem-
bly seats were held on Au-
gust 23.

Sangma, who was 
sworn in as chief minis-
ter in March, has to get 
elected to the Assembly 
to continue in office. His 
sister Agatha Sangma re-
signed from South Tura in 
July to pave way for him to 
contest the election.

The Ranikor bypoll was 

necessitated following the 
resignation of Congress 
leader Martin M Danggo 
from the seat.

D a n g g o  s w i t c h e d 
over to the NPP from the 
Congress after the Meg-
halaya Democratic Alli-
ance (MDA) government, 
led by Sangma, upgraded 
the Ranikor administra-
tive unit into a civil sub-
division. He is hoping to 
retain the constituency for 
the sixth consecutive time.

“I am confident that 
the people of South Tura 
and Ranikor have reposed 
their faith on the NPP. Our 
performance speaks for 
itself,” the chief minister 
told PTI.

Taking a dig at oppo-
sition Congress, which 
fielded debutants Char-
lotte W Momin from 

South Tura and Jackiush 
Sangma from Ranikor, the 
CM said the results will 
reflect the “kind of situ-
ation the party is going 
through” at present.

“...if you look carefully 
at the entire election proc-
ess, whether in South Tura 
or Ranikor, the Congress 
is nowhere in the fight,” 
he said yesterday outside 
Raj Bhavan, following the 
swearing-in ceremony of 
Governor Tathagata Roy.

Asked about United 
Democratic Party (UDP) 
candidate from Ranikor, 
Pius Marwein, the chief 
minister said political 
equations in the ruling dis-
pensation will not change 
as the UDP is a constituent 
of the NPP-led coalition in 
the state.

“Whether the UDP 

wins or the NPP, it will still 
be a victory of the Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance 
and we are happy about 
that. This is the beauty of 
democracy,” he added.

Currently, the Megha-
laya Assembly compris-
es 19 NPP members, 20 
Congress members, seven 
UDP MLAs, four People’s 
Democratic Front MLAs, 
two Independent mem-
bers, two members each of 
the BJP and the Hill State 
People’s Democratic Party 
and one each of Nation-
alist Congress Party and 
Khun Hynniewtrep Na-
tional Awakening Move-
ment.

The two vacant seats 
in the 60-member House 
will be filled up after the 
announcement of bypoll 
results tomorrow.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): In 
another major breakthrough 
pertaining to the theft of 56 
pistols and 58 magazines from 
the Director General (DG) pool 
armoury location inside sec-
ond Manipur Rifles battalion 
premises, National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) recovered six 
more pistols on August 25. The 
weapons went missing between 
2016 and early 2017.

During the NIA investiga-
tion, chairman of Kuki Revo-
lutionary Army (KRA) David 
Hangshing was arrested on 
August 24. David received the 
police pistols from an MLA from 
Saikul constituency, Yamthung 
Haokip, who was also arrested, 
ANI report said.

During interrogation, Han-
shing disclosed that few of the 

missing pistols were kept hid-
den by him at a place, after 
which the NIA team recovered 
six missing 9 mm pistols from 
a place about 20 km from Im-
phal under East Imphal Police 
district.

Report stated that the seized 
pistols were found to be from a 
lot of missing pistols and serial 
numbers of five pistols matched 
with serial numbers of missing 
pistols while the serial number 
of 1 pistol has been erased.

It stated that Hanshing was 
produced before the duty mag-
istrate on Saturday, who re-
manded him to police custody. 
He would now be produced 
before a Special NIA court, the 
report stated.

It added that further investi-
gation was underway.

Agartala, Aug. 26 (PTI): The ashes of former 
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee were 
today immersed in seven rivers in the eight 
districts of Tripura.

BJP General secretary Pratima Bhowmik 
brought Vajpayee’s ‘asthi kalash’ from New 
Delhi to Agartala on August 23 and the urn 
was handed over to Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb and Deputy CM Jishnu Dev 
Varma.

The ashes were then given to party lead-
ers of the eight districts for immersion in 
rivers.

“The ashes were immersed in the 
Gomati river in Sipahijala and Gomati 
districts, the Haora in West Tripura, the 
Khowai in Khowai district, the Deo in Dha-
lai district, the Manu in Unakoti district, 
the Kakri in North Tripura and the Muhuri 
in South Tripura district,” Bhowmik told 
reporters.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
A students’ association in 
Manipur has expressed 
dissatisfaction on what it 
alleged was the “silence 
and non-action” of the 
Manipur government and 
authorities on the July 13 
Moreh attack.

The Thadou Students’ 
Association (TSA) issued a 
press release on Sun. Aug. 
26 through its information 
and publicity secretary.

The association alleged 
that despite repeated ap-
peals to the government 
for the arrest of the culprits 
and the masterminds, and 
bring them to justice; no 
one has been arrested so 
far in connection with the 
incident. 

Interestingly, each 

time the KNO/KNA is-
sued a media statement 
claiming responsibility 
and attempting to justify 
their July 13 Moreh ter-
ror attack, the story and 
the reason of the attack 
changed. KNO/KNA’s own 
self-contradictory or con-
flicting media statements 
on three occasions giving 
reasons to justify their evil 
actions reflect their own 
state of confusion and in-
ability to give any logical 
and justifiable reasons, as 
to why they carried out the 
deadly terror attack, stated 
the press release. 

Given the utter failure 
of the state government 
and other authorities con-
cerned to take up any pu-
nitive actions against the 

perpetrators of the crime, 
TSA had filed a Public In-
terest Litigation (PIL) with 
Manipur High Court on 
Aug. 16 as a means of seek-
ing justice in the incident 
of attempted murder on 
TSA Moreh block presi-
dent, his family and other 
victims. The case of this 
PIL bearing registration 
number 39/2018, which 
was moved at the High 
Court on August 16 has 
been scheduled for a hear-
ing on Sep. 13.

The association  won-
dered if the government 
and the security forces are 
there to protect innocent 
children and civilians from 
the hands of terrorists or 
protect the terrorists like 
the perpetrators of the hei-

nous July 13 Moreh attack 
by the KNO/KNA.

The press release fur-
ther stated that the associ-
ation was not against any 
particular organisation or 
party, but expect the gov-
ernment to act fairly and 
justly without any fear or 
favour as we always stand 
up for peace, justice, pub-
lic safety and welfare of the 
people. 

The association once 
again requested the state 
government and the au-
thorities concerned to 
arrest the perpetrators 
and bring them to justice 
without any further delay, 
failing which “we may be 
forced to resume agitation 
until justice is delivered,” 
added the press release.

PTI

Students tie rakhi on Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal’s hand on the occasion of Raksha Bandhan, in Guwahati on Sunday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1921SUD0KU 1761
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Indian city
 4. Give over
 8. Invests in little enterprises
 12. The compass point that is one 

point south of due east
 13. The highest point of something
 14. Oliver North’s assistant, Jessica 

____
 15. Candy
 17. Cobras
 18. Digressions
 19. Move toward
 21. Native American people
 23. Broad structural basins
 26. More tiny
 29. Separate
 31. Automated Teller Machine
 32. Demeter
 33. Apprehend
 34. Speculates
 36. Wax
 37. Lays floor coverings
 38. Engrave
 40. Lyric poems
 42. Colored parts of eyes
 46. Common Indian weaverbird
 48. Supply with notes
 50. Cain’s brother
 51. The main organ of 

photosynthesis
 52. ___l = bituminous fuel
 53. & & & 
 54. Examination
 55. Knight (abbrev.) 

 DOWN
 1. Sicilian city
 2. Obeahs
 3. Spore sacs
 4. Insert mark
 5. Installments
 6. Winter month
 7. Company officer

 8. Medicine man
 9. The lines a baseball 

player must follow while 
running the bases

 10. Indicated horsepower 
(abbrev.) 

 11. Central Nervous System
 16. Fragrance
 20. Bird genus
 22. “Yes _____!!”
 24. Essential oil or perfume

 25. The compass point that 
is one point east of 
southeast

 26. Were (archaic)
 27. Small ornamental ladies’ 

bag
 28. Hired
 30. Provencal verses 
 32. The central part of the 

earth
 35. Cycles

 36. The bill in a restaurant
 39. Enclosed ground 

(Scottish)
 41. Sodium chloride
 43. A bag made of paper or 

plastic
 44. British college
 45. Chair
 46. The cry made by sheep
 47. Airborne (abbrev.)
 49. Born of

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1760

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1920
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‘Read IMF report on progress under NDA’ Bearing merchants await dues from 
companies under IBC resolution

SpiceJet to conduct India’s first test 
flight partially powered by bio-fuel

New Delhi, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Referring to the latest In-
ternational Monetary 
Fund (IMF) report on In-
dia, Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley on Sunday said that 
it was only with NDA com-
ing to power in 2014 that 
the economy had under-
gone a transformational 
change.

In postings over both 
Twitter and Facebook, 
Jaitley, who resumed his 
duties earlier this week, 
said that a comparison of 
the data released in 2014 
and 2018 proved that high 
inflation, fiscal deficit and 
current account deficit, 
besides a standstill in the 
infrastructure and power 
sectors, as well as in alloca-
tion of natural resources, 
were some of the failures 
of the previous UPA gov-
ernment.

“We have come a long 
way. The last four years 
have seen a series of re-
forms, both legislative and 

otherwise, which have 
been carried on by the 
Government. The system 
has been substantially 
cleaned up and made 
more transparent,” Jait-
ley posted on Facebook. 
“Decisiveness has led to 
easier decision making 
and made the economy 
stand out before several 
other countries. I would 
urge all to read these two 
reports (IMF), the copy of 
which are now publically 
available,” he said.

“The tightening of glo-
bal liquidity has increased 
external pressures and 
heightened the focus on 
India’s macroeconomic 
imbalances (high infla-
tion, large current account 
and fiscal deficits) and 
structural weaknesses 
(particularly supply bot-
tlenecks in infrastructure, 
power and mining),” The 
Finance Minister said re-
garding the report’s refer-
ences to the situation in 

2014.
“Growth is expected to 

slow to 4.6 per cent this fis-
cal year, the lowest level in 
a decade, reflecting global 

developments and do-
mestic supply constraints. 
Headline CPI inflation is 
expected to remain near 
double digits for the re-

mainder of the fiscal year. 
The current account defi-
cit is narrowing, driven 
by a significant improve-
ment in exports, robust 

remittances flows, and a 
rapid diminution of gold 
imports. 

“Nonetheless,  In-
dia has very little room 
to adopt countercyclical 
policies, constrained by 
persistently-high infla-
tion, and sizeable fiscal 
and external imbalances. 
Spillovers from renewed 
external pressures inter-
acting with domestic vul-
nerabilities are the princi-
pal risks,” he said referring 
to the situation in 2018. 

“Stability-oriented 
macroeconomic policies 
and progress on struc-
tural reforms continue 
to bear fruit. Following 
disruptions related to the 
November 2016 currency 
exchange initiative and 
the July 2017 goods and 
service tax (GST) rollout, 
growth slowed to 6.7 per 
cent in FY 2017/18, but a 
recovery is under way led 
by an investment pickup”, 
he added.

PTI

File Photo: Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Arun Jaitley gestures as he delivers the An-
nual Lecture, on the occasion of Annual Raising Day of the Defence Estate Organisation, in New Delhi. 

Macro data to direct equity market trends 
Mumbai, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
The Indian rupee’s move-
ment against the US dollar 
and the upcoming mac-
ro-economic data points 
are expected to chart the 
course of key domestic 
equity indices during the 
coming week.

According to market 
observers, other factors 
such as the direction of for-
eign fund flows, derivatives 
expiry and the volatility in 
global crude oil prices will 
also impact investor senti-
ments.

“Crude oil prices, along 
with the rupee’s movement 
and the direction of foreign 
funds are likely to dictate 
market trends,” SMC In-
vestments and Advisors’ 
Chairman and Managing 
Director D.K. Aggarwal 
told IANS.

“Investors will also re-
main cautious over the 
possibility of any rate hike 
by the US Fed, which can 
potentially drive away for-
eign funds from emerging 
markets such as India.”

Lately, a weakened 
Indian rupee has been 

a matter of concern for 
investors.

However, a reversal 
in the rupee’s trajectory 
was seen last week as it 
strengthened by 25 paise 
to close at 69.91 against the 
US dollar.

“The rupee is expected 
to be range-bound next 
week. In his speech at 
the Jackson Hole, US Fed 
Chairman has reiterated 
that the Fed will raise in-
terest rates gradually,” said 
Rushabh Maru, Research 
Analyst with Anand Rathi 
Shares and Stock Brokers.

“Now the focus will 
shift to India’s GDP data, 
due to release next week. 
Expected range is esti-
mated between 69.60 and 
70.20.” 

Besides, crucial data 
points on the country’s fis-
cal deficit, Index of Eight 
Core Industries and the 
Quarterly GDP growth rate 
will be keenly watched by 
the market participants.

Additionally, the direc-
tion of foreign fund flows 
will play a key role to de-
termine market move-

ment. Provisional figures 
from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign insti-

tutional investors (FIIs) 
bought scrips worth Rs 
128.64 crore during the 
week ended August 24.

On technical-charts, 
any further upsides in the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) Nifty 50 are seen 
after the immediate resist-
ance level of 11,621 points 
is crossed.

“Technically, with the 
Nifty surging to new highs, 
its intermediate trend re-
mains up,” said Deepak 
Jasani, Head of Retail Re-
search for HDFC Securi-
ties.

“The intermediate up-
trend is likely to continue 
once the immediate re-
sistance of 11,621 points is 
taken out. Crucial supports 
to watch for resumption 
of weakness is at 11,499 

New Delhi/Dehradun, Aug. 26 
(IANS): Budget passenger carrier 
SpiceJet is set to conduct India’s 
first test flight which will be par-
tially powered by bio-fuel, on 
Monday.

According to sources, a con-
coction of bio-fuel will power one 
of the turbine engines of a Spice-
Jet’s Q400 turboprop flight.

“This will be India’s first test 
flight using bio-fuels,” sources 
said.

“There will be government 
officials, who will monitor the 

parameters set up for such a test 
flight.”

The flight will be operated 
from Dehradun to Delhi. It will be 
received by key Cabinet Ministers 
and airline’s top management at 
IGI Airport Terminal 2.

Globally, bio-fuel powered 
flights are operated in Canada. 
The development assumes sig-
nificance as high air turbine fuel 
(ATF) prices have dented India’s 
domestic airline sector with all the 
major players reporting losses for 
the first quarter of 2018-19.

Currently, fuel prices consti-
tute 45-50 per cent of the over-
all operations cost of domestic 
airlines.  India’s ATF prices are 
amongst the highest in the world 
due to the addition of state levies 
and taxes. The fuel is not under 
the GST ambit unlike the bunker 
fuel used in the shipping industry. 

Besides, the success of the 
flight will pave the way for further 
testing and aide in fulfilling the 
central government’s move to cur-
tail India’s dependence on crude 
oil imports. 

Bengaluru, Aug. 26 (IANS): Aiming to 
expand their engineering services to 
US-based manufacturers, Bengaluru-
based global tech provider AXISCADES 
has announced a new centre in Tucson, 
Arizona.

It also plans to create a projected 320 
jobs over the next five years, primarily in 
mechanical and electrical engineering, 
finance, research and development, HR, 
sales, as well as project management, the 
company said in a statement on Saturday.

The new Tucson operation will expand 

the company’s ability to provide engineer-
ing services particularly, mining clients in 
Southern Arizona. 

“The entire (Tucson) region is strong 
not only in mining but also other key 
AXISCADES strategic growth areas such 
as aerospace, defence and healthcare,” 
said Mritunjay Singh, CEO and Executive 
Director of AXISCADES. 

The company plans to work closely 
with the University of Arizona and Arizona 
State University, in recruiting and training 
graduates.

AXISCADES opens new 
engineering centre in Arizona

Kolkata, Aug. 26 (PTI): Op-
erational creditors, includ-
ing bearing merchants, 
have expressed concern 
over a substantial part of 
their dues getting stuck 
from companies that have 
been referred to the Na-
tional Company Law Tri-
bunal for resolution under 
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (IBC).

“We are a worried lot 
as our old dues have got 
completely stuck with the 
companies filed with the 
NCLT under the IBC,” East-
ern India Ball Bearing Mer-
chants’ Association Chair-
man-Trust Board Surendra 
Choraria told PTI.

The steel sector ac-
counts for nearly 30 per 
cent of sales for eastern 
region bearing suppliers.

C o m p a n i e s  w i t h 
around 22 million tonnes 
of crude steel capacity have 
been referred to the NCLT 
in the first round of the 
stressed assets resolution 

process by the Reserve 
Bank of India, involving 
close to Rs 1.6 trillion. Cho-
raria said as operational 
creditors’ claims are not 
considered at par with di-
rect lenders, they are also 
staring at considerable 
losses, due to sharp hair-
cuts on these accounts.

He said that the associ-
ation has made a represen-
tation to the government 
to consider amendments, 
and bring operational 
creditors and direct lend-
ers on the same page.

Bearing suppliers, how-
ever, are hopeful for some 
recovery of dues in the next 
six months, association of-
ficials said.

Despite the odds, the 
bearing sector is looking 
forward to double-digit 
growth in 2018-19 and the 
next two fiscal years, due 
to uptick in demand as 
manufacturing is on the 
recovery path, the officials 
added.

points.”
Last week, both the 

key Indian equity indices 
-- S&P BSE Sensex and 
NSE Nifty 50 -- rose for the 
fifth consecutive week and 
scaled new highs during 
the August 20-24 period 
despite global trade war 
tensions.

On August 23, both key 
indices touched their re-
spective intra-day all-time 

high levels, before settling 
at their record closing lev-

els.
C o n s e -

quently, the 
b a r o m e t e r 
30-scrip Sen-
sitive Index 
(Sensex)  of 
the Bombay 

Stock Exchange (BSE) rose 
by 303.92 points or 0.80 per 
cent to close at 38,251.80 
points on a weekly basis. 

Similarly, the wider 
Nifty50 on the NSE made 
gains. On Friday, it ended 
at 11,557.10 points, higher 
by 86.35 points or 0.75 per 
cent from the previous 
week’s close.

Market Outlook
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We are Surely 
Stronger Together

T
he United Naga Council (UNC) organised a joint 
review meeting under the aegis of the Naga Hoho 
at Senapati on Aug. 23 to assess the progress of 
the on-going Indo-Naga peace talk, after which 

a seven-point declaration was made. And one of them 
cautioned that “any Naga elected representative, politi-
cal leader, political party, un-mandated or unauthorized 
Naga individual or group not to attend or participate in 
any assembly or meeting that would sabotage the ‘Indo-
Naga’ peace process.” It also said in another clause that 
“anyone defying the Naga political principle and its posi-
tion would be treated as anti national and their entry shall 
be banned in Naga territory.” This declaration has not 
gone down well with the Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC), 
leading to a statement from the organisation question-
ing the authority and jurisdiction of the Naga Hoho and 
UNC besides seeking clarification of some terms used in 
it. NTC has argued that the warning to Nagas as a whole 
is questionable as the UNC, which is the apex body of the 
Nagas in Manipur, has no authority over their counter-
parts living in other states and that Naga Hoho is toothless 
with the Eastern Nagaland People’s Organisation (ENPO) 
and Central Nagaland Tribes Council (CNTC) opting out 
of the body.

Those who follow the development may have the im-
pression that there is huge disagreement between UNC 
and NTC. It could be right, it could be wrong - perspec-
tive. But what many will not see during such an argument 
and exchange of words is the positive side and the pos-
sible good outcome it could bring. Sometimes, things are 
made out to be more serious than what it actually is, espe-
cially when it goes to the media. NTC has described that 
“one declaration” as “intimidation and arrogance,” and 
yes it sounds authoritative. It should have been avoided 
especially at a time when we need to unite and fight for 
a common cause rather than alienating those who have 
a different opinion. The need of the hour for Nagas is to 
bring everyone – the good, the bad, and the ugly – on 
board and speak in one voice for an early solution to the 
much-delayed Naga political issue. Every society has 
black sheep but the bigger cause shouldn’t be destroyed 
in the process of trying to bring them back into the fold. 
Having said that, the controversial declaration didn’t 
mention if it is for all Nagas, thus giving room for “quoting 
out of context.” So, questioning the jurisdiction of UNC is 
somewhat extreme and could have been avoided. 

Naga Hoho is toothless to a large extent today. Who 
made it so? No outside force is needed to break our own 
teeth because we can do it ourselves. In fact, most of the 
Naga apex bodies are toothless because leaders don’t be-
lieve in genuine dialogue to solve differences. But we are 
surely stronger together than apart. And all these apex 
bodies work for the welfare of the Nagas in one way or the 
other, not only in their own spheres but also beyond. If 
they work together even if they can’t merge as one, they 
can still be a force to reckon with in transforming the Naga 
society. It’s better to clarify “that one declaration” through 
brotherly talks and celebrate the other six together.

Of Travels, Mysterious Connections, Life 
Beyond 40s and Supercharged Brains

Time with God transforms us.

When educational psychologist Benjamin Bloom, 
researching how to develop talent in young 
people, examined the childhoods of 120 elite 
performers—athletes, artists, scholars—he 

found that all of them had one thing in common: they had 
practiced intensively for long periods of time.

Bloom’s research suggests that growing in any area of 
our lives requires discipline. In our walk with God, too, culti-
vating the spiritual discipline of regularly spending time with 
Him is one way we can grow in our trust in Him.

Daniel is a good example of someone who prioritized a 
disciplined walk with God. As a young person, Daniel started 
making careful and wise decisions (1:8). He also was com-
mitted to praying regularly, “giving thanks to God” (6:10). 
His frequent seeking of God resulted in a life in which his 
faith was easily recognized by those around him. In fact, 
King Darius described Daniel as a “servant of the living God” 
(v. 20) and twice described him as a person who served God 
“continually” (vv. 16, 20).

Like Daniel, we desperately need God. How good to 
know that God works in us so that we long to spend time 
with Him! (Philippians 2:13). So let us come every day be-
fore God, trusting that our time with Him will result in a love 
that will overflow more and more and in a growing knowl-
edge and understanding of our Savior (1:9–11).

Father, I thank You for the privilege of serving You. Help 
me to spend regular time with You in order to grow in my 

knowledge of You.

A Short History of Naga Club With Date of Formation as Foretold by Leaders

The Nagas Will Never Surrender Their Rights

My dearest Naga Nation,
I am writing this important text not to allege or im-
peach or disown any one but to project a sense of 
thinking deeper about the date of formation of Naga 
Club as foretold by our late leaders. Well, I have read 
the date of Naga Club formation day as 24th Novem-
ber and to celebrate 100yrs in this year in Capi (Teny-
idie Vernacular Daily) on 20th August 2018.This date 
needs to be seen from the ancient history.Ihad been 
associated with father-Lt.J.B.JasokieZinyii,Ex.Chief 
Minister of Nagaland from my childhood and we 
used to discuss manythings for the welfare of our peo-
ple. It was in 1964 that he became a Minister(NNO) 
and I was the Youth Joint Secretary(NNO) appointed 
by Rev.M.Savino, President, NNO. During this pe-
riod of time, I studied at Govt.M.E.School,Kohima 
near Khuchiezie(nowUBC building)Local Ground. 
On our way to School, a small CGI sheet house was 
constructed just behind theTomb of father-Lt.Satso-
o(now Razhii point) and just above the main door 
an inscription of Naga Club-1918 was written on 
it and lots of people went there &used to play vari-
ous games. After the school hour, my dearest friends 
Lt.Vizolhoulie(ChedemaVill) and Lt.Duolhou( Kohi-
maVill) we used to walked together down the road 
and always talked and shared on various issues.

I was very eager and curious to know what it re-
ally means the Naga Club. With this in mind, one day 
I asked one of my best teachersLt.Vitsonei(Ex-Dy.
Speaker,NLA) about the Naga Club. He answered 
me that I should meet father (Lt).J.B.JasokieZinyii 
as he was devoted all his times for the Naga cause.
During my youth days I was a butcher too,therefore, 
one day with some pieces of meat I went to his resi-
dence and met him and requested him to tell me 
about the Naga Club.He was so happy with a great 
smile on hisface&told me like this:“During 1917 my 
father Dr.KhosaZinyii went to France along with the 
Naga Labour Corps as we are under the Britistrule”.
Unfortunately, many people lost their life and few 
came back home through the grace of God in May & 
June 1918 with great difficulties. While seeing the life 
of other countries, we thought that we also should 
become free from all our bondages and should have 
Independent and Sovereign Country until and un-
less we do that, we will be continued to be the slaves 
of other always in our life times. With this in view, 
those who have come back home and along  with 
some elite people in our land,we formed the “Naga 
Club at Kohima on31st October 1918”.

Dear brethren, I was so glad to know about the 
truth of Naga Club, therefore, I ventured for forma-

tion of “North Block Youth Club” (Kezieke)Kohimain 
1964which was inaugurated by non other than our 
father Lt.J.B.JasokieZinyii,Minister(NNO)and con-
gratulated me and all my fellow workers. On this 
auspicious occasion he emphasized about the for-
mation of Naga Club and wish the New Club to be 
in line with it.Dear comrads,last year on 2nd June 
2017we had a meeting at NSF Conference Hall in or-
der to celebrate 100years of Naga Club.Many people 
came from various tribes for the Conference.I took 
part in the discussion and projected a few relevant 
aspects of the Naga Club formation.Uncle Shri.Pel-
hourii-oSuokhriewho is conversion with all aspects 
could not attend due to sudden problem. We all wish 
him for speedy recovery. The meeting was chaired by 
uncleKroroviPeseyie and concluded by saying that 
next meeting with elite people from all tribes will be 
called.Waiting for this call but nothing has come.

Dear believers, An ancient parable says-“When 
the true story/history is distorted then instead of 
blessing curse used to come”.Therefore, let us not 
take immediate decision without consulting each 
other so that there shall be no division among our 
people as this is the full hopesfor future generations.

Sincerely yours
Dr.Er.VikuotuolieAngami

T
he NSCN in order to make 
known its firm stand once 
again on the Naga Sacred 
Cause vis-a-vis the Indo-Naga 

political negotiation release this state-
ment for those who insist to remain 
obstinate to the historical and legiti-
mate rights of the Nagas even after the 
Government of India (GoI) officially 
recognized the Naga history as unique 
for which the historic Framework 
Agreement was signed between the 
two entities to peacefully co-exist with 
shared sovereignty on 3rd August, 2015 
to usher in a new era. The Framework 
Agreement guarantees to safeguard 
the future of the Nagas. Mutually ben-
efitting both the entities, in return, the 
Framework Agreement will solve the 
chronic problem of India, which is her 
security in the eastern frontier. 

The vested interest within and out-
side will not understand the sweat, 
blood and tears which the peace loving 
Nagas has shed and sacrificed all these 
years just to live in dignity deserving 

of indigenous people’s rights to decide 
their own future. The adversaries are 
portraying confusion through printed 
and other social media that loyalty and 
national aspiration vanished into thin 
air despite the repeated clarifications 
on the issue of the Naga sovereignty 
and integration. The NSCN had at no 
point of time in the negotiation with 
the GoI all these years softened its 
stand on the Naga history, identity and 
inherent rights of all the Nagas. 

The fundamental principles of the 
two relationships that fully respect the 
aspiration and legitimate rights of the 
Nagas and recognition of their unique 
history and situations and commit-
ted to a peaceful co-existence in an 
inseparably inclusive relationship 
sharing sovereign powers is the ba-
sis of the 3rd August, 2015 Indo-Naga 
Framework Agreement. So, the ques-
tion of ceding into Indian federation 
is nothing but a desperate attempt to 
deceive the people so that the Nagas’ 
cry for justice is reduced to barren-

ness. To such a rampant propaganda, 
the Nagas need not pay heed but in 
perseverance grow stronger in faith to 
the Almighty God asking His kingdom 
to be established in Nagalim soon. 
The Nagas will never surrender their 
rights. The Naga National Movement 
spearheaded by the NSCN is a peo-
ple’s movement. 

The ‘uniqueness of Naga history” 
is an unparallel account to any other 
merged state which has continued 
resistance to colonialism since the 
British rule, where each Naga vil-
lages since time immemorial lived 
a democratic republic and exercise 
their sovereignty. Unlike other Ma-
harajas or kingdoms, no Naga chief 
ever assented to join the Indian fed-
eral union. Hence, the Nagas’ right for 
self-determination is a derivative of 
biological, cultural, history and politi-
cal. Therefore, the NSCN is prepared 
to go to any length against those try-
ing to sabotage the ongoing Indo-Na-
ga peace process as we believe that no 

one has the right to dictate the fate of 
others for their own convenience.

Hon’ble Gen. (Retd) Kholi Kon-
yak, the Vice-President in nobility has 
conveyed in his Speech on the 72nd 
Naga Independence Day that “we will 
honor and respect the history and the 
rights of other peoples and Nations. 
We are also ready to understand to-
gether with our neighbors on issues 
of each others’ history and rights pro-
vided they come with rational and 
realistic approach. We do not want to 
live in hostility with our neighbors, 
but a peaceful co-existence with our 
neighbors and peoples respecting 
each other’s history and rights is what 
we want and, this, we want our neigh-
bors to appreciate, because at the end 
of the day Naga political solution will 
be beneficial to them too”. Not just the 
neighbors of the Nagas, but will be 
beneficial to all in the strife torn part 
of the world.  

Kuknalim!!!
Issued by the MIP

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS
DAILY

PATH
Serve Continually

BIBLE READ:  DANIEL 6:10–22   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Has your God, whom you serve continually, been 
able to rescue you?

~   Daniel 6:20

R
ead a travel book about treks and trips 
across the Himalayas; know the story of 
two strangers who never meet but are 
connected through a series of handwrit-

ten letters -- written by one and discovered by the 
other; learn how to live life through your 40s, 50s, 
60s and beyond; and train yourself to supercharge 
your brain and improve your memory drastically 
and immediately.

IANS bookshelf has these reads to  
offer for this weekend.

1. Book: The Land of the Moonlit Snows;  
Author: Gaurav Punj; Publisher: Tranquebar; 

Price: Rs 399; Pages: 203

When city-dwellers meet the mountains, stories 
manifest themselves — and this is exactly what 
happened to the author of this book, who has been 
trekking in the Himalayas for well over a decade 
now. Of narrow escapes from remote valleys, en-
counters with the wild, treks across snow-covered 

passes and flower-filled meadows, blended with 
the kindness of locals and their food, culture and 
festivals — all of these real stories in the book at-
tempt to suggest that exploration is for everyone.

And you may want to travel to the mountains 
after reading it.

2. Book: Handwritten Letters in the Bookstore; 
Author: Rimple; Publisher: Owlery;  

Price: Rs 640; Pages: 301
Successful and celebrated entrepreneur Rajvir 
leads a monotonous life. Breaking out of the rou-
tine one day, he stops at a bookstore and finds a 
handwritten note in a book. This letter leads him 
to a series of other similar letters and, finally, to the 
person who writes them.

The letter-writer, discovers Rajvir, is a young 
woman, though her identity is a mystery. He soon 
begins a virtual relationship with her, via chat and 
mail. Rajvir hits upon a new business idea from his 
interactions with her. Enter Taashvi, who he ropes 
in as a partner in the new business.

Rajvir and the letter-writer relive their child-
hood as they converse about everything they love 
— music, books, the neuro-science behind music, 
relationships, psychology, etc. As their friendship 
deepens, Rajvir learns to feel safe again, to be vul-
nerable, to be open. As Rajvir transforms, Taashvi 
becomes his new friend.

Between Taashvi and the letter-writer, who will 
Rajvir choose? Does he get to meet the stranger 
behind the letters? Will the girl’s bitter past affect 
their relationship?

3. Book: Fit After 40; Author: Sheela Nambiar; 
Publisher: Hachette; Price: Rs 399; Pages: 333

An old adage goes that age is all in one’s mind. 
However, the 40s bring on a series of changes -- 
mentally, physically and emotionally -- that we 
scarcely anticipate and usually deny. Instead of 
viewing it as a turning point to a new, enhanced 
experience of life, many of us are left bewildered 
and in crisis.

Applying her wealth of experience as an obste-
trician and gynaecologist, and a fitness and life-
style consultant, Dr Sheela Nambiar brings to you 
this holistic health guide that ensures that the dec-
ades ahead of your 40s are the best yet.

This book contains tests to assess your current 
fitness levels and help determine the best course of 
action for you; tools for understanding the inevita-
ble hormonal changes and how to deal with them; 
insights into why we gain weight after 40 and how 
to control it; daily exercises that will help restore 

vitality and maintain your posture, balance and 
flexibility, and ways to improve your sleep patterns 
and nutritional intake.

4. Book: The 4-Week Memory Challenge;  
Author: Shireen Stephen; Publisher: Rupa;  

Price: Rs 295; Pages: 237
Designed for all ages and abilities, “The 4-Week 
Memory Challenge” is a simple guide that provides 
day-by-day training to supercharge your brain and 
improve your memory drastically and immedi-
ately.

The book claims that in just one month, you 
will discover how to unlock the phenomenal pow-
er of your memory and learn how to use it to its 
maximum potential. What’s more, you will find 
that your memory is noticeably sharper and your 
mind is much more active. From fun rhymes and 
music to taking long memory journeys, this book 
is the perfect way to flex your mental muscles and 
train your brain.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The wind is blow-
ing briskly today, Aries, helping you keep your 
internal fire burning bright. You’ll be a social 
butterfly today. Your energy may be scattered, 

but this can actually work to your advantage. Picking up 
tidbits of information and hints from different places 
and people will help you integrate your energy with your 
environment. Capitalize on this exciting energy.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The key for you 
today is to not take things too seriously, Tau-
rus. You’ll find that the more you deliberate 
over a decision, the harder it will be for you 

to make. You may miss your opportunity while you’re 
weighing the facts. Be spontaneous. Try something 
you’ve never tried before. Vary your experiences so things 
don’t get boring. Variety is the spice of life.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This is a terrific day 
for you, Gemini, and you’ll find that long-term 
trends are moving in your favor. Your sense 
of discipline combined with a little bit of luck 

is setting the stage for you to perform. The audience is 
waiting anxiously and you have a great deal of humor, 
knowledge, and happiness to share. Engage in witty con-
versation and remember that life is an easy flow.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It may be neces-
sary to hire a translator in order to get through 
to people today, Cancer. You may find that the 
more adamant you become, the more people 

shut you out. Keep things light and energetic. Too serious 
a tone could lead to disaster. Try not to make things more 
complicated than they need to be. You’re holding the 
right cards, and now it’s time to play them strategically.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A great deal of wind 
fills your sails today, Leo, so set your course for 
a long-distance trip to an exotic place. Things 
are coming to a dramatic climax right now. You 

could find that some serious pieces of your life are taking 
a dramatic turn. Change is necessary for growth. If ten-
sion exists in certain areas of your life, don’t fight it. Think 
about taking a different path.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): There’s a lightheart-
ed, whimsical quality about the day that you 
might not appreciate at first, Virgo. You’ll find 
that the more open and accepting you are of 

this energy, the more you can make it work positively for 
you. Use this feeling to balance the seriousness in your 
day. Don’t get caught up in unnecessary drama that has 
nothing to do with your situation.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You can probably 
sweet-talk your way in or out of any situation 
today, Libra. You have a great deal of power 
within, and you can accomplish anything as 

long as you aren’t afraid to use it. Don’t fear failure. If you 
never try, you’ll never succeed. If you see missing pieces 
in the plan, don’t worry. Trust that things will fall into 
place as needed. Keep your eyes on the prize.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Find comfort in 
the people around you today, Scorpio. Try not 
to take things too seriously. Don’t feel like you 
need to internalize everyone else’s problems. 

Take a step back from any situation that doesn’t seem 
right to you. You may find conversation with new people 
to be extremely stimulating and rewarding. Keep your 
guard up, but don’t let it block you from new experiences.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Someone 
has just turned the fan up high, Sagittarius. 
There’s no lack of air to fuel your fire. Informa-
tion is flying left and right and there’s a lot of 

opportunity associated with it. To take advantage of this 
powerful day, keep the air circulating around you. Stretch 
and take deep, powerful breaths to enhance your ner-
vous system and make the best use of this energy.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The time 
has come for you to be more flexible in your 
approach, Capricorn. Things are changing 
quickly, and if you aren’t prepared to change 

with them, you’ll be left behind. Be aware of the fluctu-
ating atmosphere around you, and be prepared to make 
the necessary internal adjustments that help you fit in 
better with the external environment. Don’t fear change.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is a won-
derful day for you, Aquarius. You’ll find that 
you’re holding all the cards you need to be 
successful. Today luck and prosperity meet 

with discipline to create a perfect situation for wealth. 
Your preparation is finally paying off. You’ll find that the 
more in tune you can be with yourself, the better inte-
grated you’ll be with the people around you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Things will be ex-
tremely light and airy today, Pisces. You may 
find that people are a bit less sensitive than 
you. Moving out of your comfort zone is 

the key to growth. Don’t hesitate to move into the un-
known. You can achieve a greater sense of balance be-
tween yourself and your environment if you’re open to 
change and accept it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Katherine May  | Aeon

Autism From the Inside Too many depictions of autistic people rely on tired clichés. 
The neurotypical world needs to take note of our own voices

I 
found myself at a lunch table recently with a journal-
ist, a sociologist and a business psychologist, which 
sounds like the set-up for a bad joke. We were discuss-
ing Silicon Valley, and its notorious working culture of 

long hours and company-dictated leisure time. ‘The prob-
lem, of course,’ said the sociologist, ‘is that these business-
es are institutionally autistic.’

‘I’m autistic,’ I said. ‘Can you explain what you mean 
by that term?’

A look of slight consternation crossed his face, fol-
lowed by something very much like annoyance. There I 
was, being autistic-by-stealth in his company, then hav-
ing the temerity to question an analysis that he clearly 
thought rather witty and incisive.

‘I mean,’ he said, a little more carefully, ‘that these 
companies are run by men who probably have Asperger 
syndrome.’ A pause. I raise my eyebrows. ‘And so there’s a 
lack of … emotional understanding.’

It’s hard to imagine any other situation in which a 
group of educated, liberal adults would conjure a margin-
alised group as a shorthand for awful. Imagine describing 
an organisation as institutionally black, institutionally fe-
male or institutionally Muslim. Yet, somehow, intelligent 
people can drop ‘autistic’ into conversation whenever 
they want to draw a contrast between the unfeeling, in-
sensitive, uncreative parts of this world, and their bright, 
emotional, magnificent selves.

Asperger syndrome has replaced schizophrenia and 
bipolar disorder as the weapon of choice for the amateur 
diagnostician. The problem is not that these comments 
are snide, divisive and politically incorrect – although they 
are. Asperger syndrome is in fact an increasingly outmod-
ed term, with both diagnosticians and activists preferring 
to use the catch-all ‘autism’ now. But it has become syn-
onymous with a folk understanding of ‘high-functioning’ 
autism that has spread like wildfire in recent years, and 
which is entirely wrong. That the problem exists at all 
might even point us to some of the deficits in understand-
ing experienced by nonautistic people.

Perhaps you remember Christopher Boone? He likes 
prime numbers and mathematical puzzles, but finds met-
aphors and jokes extremely confusing. His pattern-rec-
ognising abilities are extraordinary, although sometimes 
they tip him over into distress, particularly if he passes four 
yellow cars in a row while he’s on the bus. His mechanical 
understanding of the world around him is endearing, but 
frustrating to those trying to shepherd him towards adult 
life. Mark Haddon’s novel The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time (2003) is a kind of ground zero for the 
contemporary understanding of autism. It was a surprise 
hit, published simultaneously in editions for adults and 
for children, and sold a million copies in its first year. Had-
don’s unlikely child-hero Christopher (who’s determined 
to unravel how his neighbour’s dog came to be impaled 
on a garden fork) was different from his predecessor, Ray-
mond, or ‘Rain Man’ in the eponymous 1988 film star-
ring Dustin Hoffman. Certainly, he had the same flair for 
maths and patterning, and the same baffled response to 
the illogical behaviour of people around him. But, unlike 
Raymond, Christopher was cute. Vulnerable, motherless, 
laughably ill-equipped for everyday life, he exuded a be-
wildered charm that made him loveable. He was the ulti-
mate underdog who triumphs because of his unique way 
of seeing the world, rather than despite it.

The edition that I own, published by Vintage in 2004, 
still labels his neurodiversity. The back cover reads, ‘Chris-
topher is 15 and has Asperger’s syndrome. He knows a 
very great deal about maths and very little about human 
beings. He loves lists, patterns and the truth. He hates the 
colours yellow and brown and being touched.’ The book’s 
text has never explicitly diagnosed Christopher with any-
thing other than ‘some behavioural difficulties’. Haddon 
himself wrote on his blog in July 2009: ‘I slightly regret that 
the word “Asperger’s” was used on the cover. If anything it’s 
a novel about difference, about being an outsider, about 
seeing the world in a surprising and revealing way.’

But why would Haddon regret it? After all, Christopher 
is part of a lineage of popular characters whose most en-
ticing quality is their extreme logic. In many ways, he is the 
descendent of Star Trek’s Spock – his autism a similar de-
vice to Spock’s Vulcan heritage: it softens and legitimises 
what could otherwise be a difficult trait to accept, and 
adds a whiff of the exotic.

Christopher even has his own descendants, notably 
Don Tillman, the lovelorn but overly analytical protagonist 
of another multi-million selling novel, The Rosie Project 
(2013) by Graeme Simsion. Like Curious Incident, The Ro-
sie Project is voiced in a naive first-person, saturated with 
dramatic irony. Although Don is a successful geneticist, his 
social skills are comically inept, and his rigidity frustrates 
his colleagues. He repeatedly needs to be corrected and 
informed on matters of social nicety over the course of the 
book, and struggles to see the eponymous Rosie as a suit-
able mate without careful, exasperated guidance from his 
friends.

Why this careful striptease, in which autism is revealed 
by suggestion rather than with directness?

Perhaps Simsion learned from Haddon’s regrets. Don 
is never called autistic either in the text or the blurb, but 
he does present a paper on ‘Genetic Precursors to Autism 
Spectrum Disorders’, and I don’t think we’re supposed to 
miss the connection. Don’s autism is signalled rather than 

explicitly labelled, and a brief scroll through the many 
interviews that Simsion gave at the time of publication 
shows that this signal was received and understood. Over 
and again, Simsion is asked whether he intended Don 
to be autistic. His answer: sort of. In a 2013 Q&A on Pen-
guin South Africa’s website, he says: ‘Don is not a bunch 
of symptoms – he’s a quirky guy who probably would be 
diagnosed as being on the autism spectrum – but I don’t 
claim to be an expert.’ 

It’s not hard to detect a certain tension here, between 
the publishers’ publicity teams who want to emblazon the 
books with a buzzword proven to fascinate audiences – 
Asperger syndrome – and the reticent authors, who clearly 
do not want to nail their colours to the mast. So why this 
careful striptease, in which autism is revealed by sugges-
tion rather than with directness? Perhaps some social 
delicacy is in play, but I’d like to suggest that these writ-
ers are being careful where publishers are not because, at 
some point in the process of bringing their books into the 
world, they learned that they got it wrong. The trick both 
these books deploy is to take autism as it’s observed from 
the outside, by neurotypical people, and to convert these 
traits into a first-person voice, which supposedly portrays 
an autistic ‘mind style’.

We could spend a lot of time discussing how this would 
be a logical fallacy for any authentic attempt at conveying 
perspective. After all, we can never truly divine the interior 
state of another, and fiction depends on a series of best-
guesses and creative extrapolations that we broadly ac-
cept to be satisfying, and even revelatory. However, I’m go-
ing to argue that autism should be treated differently, and 
not just because it’s a distinct way of perceiving the world. 
Recent research, engaging with autistic people as partners 
rather than simply observing them, suggests that we have 
badly misunderstood the interior life of autism – as I will 
show, these cold, naive characters are nothing more than 
literary tropes.

When I come across instances of this folk understand-
ing of autism, I am reminded of Edward Said’s 1978 de-
scription of the orientalist gaze, in which the exoticised 
subjects endure a kind of fascinated scrutiny, and are then 
rendered ‘without depth, in swollen detail’. Never allowed 
to speak for themselves, their behaviours are itemised, but 
not actually understood. The observer, meanwhile, is as-
sumed to be neutral, authoritative and wise. This creates a 
simulacrum of the Orient, packaged for the consumption 
of the West. If it happened only once, it would barely be 
a problem; but reproduced endlessly, each skewed rep-
resentation gives life and context to the next. The literary 
trope of autism has that same kind of memetic contagion.

Behind this is the assumption that author and reader 
are both neurotypical. Haddon and Simsion might have 
withdrawn references to autism in their stories and blurbs, 
but they continue to represent autism in coded terms, 
while delegitimising the criticisms made by autistic peo-
ple. The American author Judith Newman has made this 
even more explicit. Her memoir of mothering an autistic 
son, To Siri with Love (2017), triggered waves of outrage 
from the autistic community, on account of a multitude 
of condescending and ill-informed remarks, from the 
author’s mockery of her son’s emergent sexuality to her 
breezy certainty that he’s a kind of empty vessel. At one 
point, she wonders aloud whether she should arrange for 
him to be sterilised. Newman’s response to the criticism 
was extremely telling. In a 2017 interview with an online 
magazine, she suggested that her stories were humor-
ous, and that she assumed this meant that autistic people 
didn’t understand them. ‘This book wasn’t really written 
for an autistic audience,’ she said.
The qualities assigned to autistic people are the inverse of 

those that neurotypical society most prizes
And yet the cover of To Siri with Love brims with praise 

for the author’s emotional intelligence, calling it ‘moving’, 
‘touching’, ‘warm’ and ‘wise’, telling us that it ‘will make 
your heart brim, and then break it’. These are the words of 
a neurotypical society talking to itself, and praising its own 
ability to love the strange creature portrayed in this book. 
Here, we glimpse the space where discussions about autis-
tic people take place: a closed shop, in which we are sub-
jected to intrusive and patronising comment, while being 
explicitly excluded from the discourse ourselves.

In this anaerobic environment, the qualities routinely 
assigned to autistic people – lack of empathy, unworldli-
ness, humourlessness, the inability to love – are the exact 
inverse of the qualities that a neurotypical society most 
prizes. When a recent production of Mike Heath’s play The 
Big Things (2018) in London attracted furious protest for 
portraying an autistic mother as unable to love her child, 
referring to him as ‘it’, the production company issued a 
full apology, but nevertheless continued to stage the play. 
In the closed shop, autistic offence doesn’t yet carry the 
same mainstream clout as, say, racist or homophobic of-
fence. And so the inaccurate meme of autism is repro-
duced again.

The Swiss psychiatrist Eugen Bleuler coined the term 
autism at the beginning of the 20th century to describe 
how some of his schizophrenic patients tended to detach 
from interaction. More than 30 years later, Leo Kanner, 
a physician in Baltimore, began the process of defining 
autism as a distinct condition, present from infancy, and 
based on the inability of patients to relate themselves to 
other people, instead craving ‘aloneness’ and ‘sameness’. 
Much has been written about autism since, but the abid-
ing impression remains that autistics are disinterested in 

social contact, and instead fixated on routines and ‘special 
interests’ that replace human beings in the scope of their 
attention. Both diagnostic criteria and mainstream defi-
nitions of autism reflect this view. The current edition of 
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
(DSM-5), for example, defines autism spectrum disorder 
as ‘persistent deficits in social communication and social 
interaction across multiple contexts’ and ‘restricted, re-
petitive patterns of behaviour, interests, or activities’, that 
are ‘present in the early developmental period’ and ‘cause 
clinically significant impairment in social, occupational, 
or other important areas of current functioning’.

This bears a little unpicking because encoded in this 
authoritative language are some problematic assump-
tions. We should not be surprised to find words such as 
‘disorder’, ‘deficit’ and ‘impairment’ in the DSM; it exists to 
pin down the exactitudes of problems brought to psychol-
ogists by patients. What’s striking, though, is the external 
nature of the criteria: the autistic person is passive here, 
being observed and judged, rather than explaining her 
own experiences. Of course, the diagnostic subjects might 
be very young, or nonverbal – but equally, they might not 
be. What many autistic people would question is the fram-
ing of these descriptions: they appear to favour the offence 
to the sensibilities of the practitioner over the challenges 
faced by the autistic subject. They highlight effect over 
cause. To an autistic eye, the balance is all wrong.

Consider the section on autistic interests, which are 
called ‘highly restricted’, ‘fixated’, and ‘excessively circum-
scribed’ in the DSM-5. Here, we are discussing a source of 
pleasure and joy for autistic people, invariably linked to 
identity in a profound way. Autistics often describe these 
interests as bringing about a sense of what the psycholo-
gist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi calls flow: an act of deep con-
centration, bringing about feelings of clarity, effortless-
ness and of time slipping away. They also form the basis 
of many successful careers but they must, apparently, be 
censured under the hard gaze of clinicians.

The DSM-5 only ever mentions the phenomenon of 
sensory sensitivity as a subset of the ‘Restricted, repetitive 
patterns of behaviour’, and yet this, for many autistics, is 
routinely described as the experience from which many 
of the observable autistic behaviours derive: the repeti-
tive movements (known as self-stimulatory behaviour 
or ‘stimming’), withdrawal from social contact, ‘extreme 
distress at small changes’ and ‘inflexible adherence to rou-
tines’ are often responses to being sensorily overwhelmed, 
and are aimed at managing chaotic environments and 
bringing about pleasant feelings to counteract unpleasant 
ones.

They experienced the same levels of pain as nonautistic 
children, but were half as likely to be given an anaes-

thetic
To autistic communities, the DSM’s descriptors can 

feel less like a neutral diagnostic matrix, and more like a 
colonial narrative. They fail to grasp the challenging as-
pects of autistic experience, and pathologise the positive 
ones. The DSM goes on to note ‘apparent indifference 
to pain’, which might well be true if you judge pain and 
its responses only in neurotypical terms. Many autistic 
people experience the sensory sensitivities noted in the 
DSM-5 as pain, hence the ‘extreme distress’. What’s more, 
autistics routinely report that they are undermedicated 
or dismissed when they’re in physical pain, possibly be-
cause their facial expressions and vocalisations don’t 
match what doctors expect to see in the general popula-
tion. A 2009 study by the psychologist Silvie Tordjman at 
Paris Descartes University and colleagues monitored the 
heart-rate of autistic children when blood was drawn, 
finding that they experienced the same levels of pain as 
nonautistic children, but were half as likely to be given an 
anaesthetic.

Perhaps most damaging is the description of autistic 
social life. ‘Failure of normal back-and-forth conversa-
tion’; ‘absence of interest in peers’; ‘reduced sharing of in-
terests, emotions, or affect’. All these terms point to autism 
as a state of antisocial being, marked out by indifference 
to others and ineptitude in communication. The influ-
ential theory from the developmental psychopathologist 
Simon Baron-Cohen at the University of Cambridge sug-
gests that this is caused by ‘mindblindness’, or the inability 
to predict or empathise with the thoughts and feelings of 
others. This, he says, also leads to a failure to understand 
‘the language of the eyes’, thus limiting nonverbal com-
munication.

Here again, we see an external observation of au-
tism, judged against neurotypical norms. Look online, in 
Facebook groups or under Twitter hashtags such as #ac-
tuallyautistic, and you will see social life flourishing – re-
ciprocal, empathetic, intuitive, and ringing with emotion. 
You’ll find mutual support and jokes; heated debates and 
silly internet memes. There’s no denying that a lot of the 
chat centres on the pressures of everyday social life, but 
there’s also no mistaking that the capacity is there. The pri-
orities are different, that’s all, and there’s a greater under-
standing of the need to sometimes retreat, process or ask 
questions. The advent of social media has transformed the 
ability of autistic people to seek out kindred spirits, control 
the tone and content of their discourse, and combat the 
loneliness that so many report. But it also reveals some-
thing that many neurotypical people have so far been un-
able to perceive.

The sociologist Damian Milton at the University of 
Kent argues that mindblindness goes both ways. If we see 

social situations as dynamically constructed between the 
participants, rather than defined by static, universal rules, 
it is impossible for one person to have a social ‘deficit’; the 
failure lies in the mutual creation of a social reality. There-
fore, when communication fails between autistic and 
nonautistic people, we must surely consider whether the 
mindblindness is mutual. Milton calls this the ‘double em-
pathy problem’: neither party is able to interpret the ges-
tures, tone or pace of the other’s conversation, and so both 
participants leave with a sense of ‘otherness’. However, be-
cause autistic people are in a minority, in mainstream dis-
course – including the language of respected tomes such 
as the DSM – neurotypical mindblindness is invisible.

For a moment, let’s flip things over. To an autistic view-
er like me, neurotypical life can seem astonishingly un-
emotional. I’m so overwhelmed by the sensory onslaught 
of a busy room that I’m almost tearful, while neurotypical 
folk appear to wade through clouds of sound, light and 
odour, entirely oblivious. It’s hard to resist the impression 
that they’re numb, or unreal somehow. They are certainly 
displaying a lack of affect in the face of extreme provoca-
tion. Where I am in constant movement; they are some-
how still. During a networking event, I once became so 
agonised by the itchy label in the back of my dress that I 
reached behind to pull at it, and felt the fabric tear. I with-
drew my hand, ashamed. I had let my mask slip.

I do not spend my time wondering, naively, what’s go-
ing on, or questioning the exact, literal meaning of every-
thing neurotypical people say, but, distracted, I lose my 
words sometimes, or muddle them, or slur. Or else I go 
into a kind of overdrive, and pour out a barrage of speech 
that might not be measured, or appropriate, or relevant. 
As an adult, I have mostly learned to moderate this, but it’s 
not always effective. Either way – without words, or with 
too many of them – I see that discreet look that passes 
between neurotypical people when they’ve decided that 
you’re odd.

From my end of the conversation, the constant chat-
ter seems colourless and dry. Instead of discussing their 
driving passions, my companions prefer to gossip about 
near-strangers, or to compete for airtime at the expense of 
listening and perhaps learning something useful. They are 
endlessly obsessed with their status and their identifica-
tion with their tribe. As the conversation moves on to cur-
rent affairs, people stumble over themselves to agree with 
the most influential person at the table. They seem able to 
assimilate news stories that I find too tragic to digest, and 
to flip them glibly into humour, finding glee in the kind of 
interpersonal politics that make the air feel thick to me. To 
me, their company seems superficial, blunt, emotionless.

Be more critical when faced with stereotyped autistic 
characters, as with other minority groups now

If this seems like a terrible generalisation to you, based 
on a flawed understanding of someone else’s way of per-
ceiving the world, then you’re beginning to get the point. I 
write these things about neurotypical people knowing that 
they are not true, because the culture that I’m immersed in 
tells me so. I am taught by books, films and TV that peo-
ple have hidden depths, that their reactions do not always 
portray exactly what they’re feeling; I understand that 
people’s behaviour can be influenced by a whole range of 
factors that I know nothing about, and that I should not 
assume that they are ignorant, or stupid, or defective just 
because their responses do not match mine. What I ask is 
that the same courtesy is shown to autistics.

I’m not arguing that neurotypical writers should never 
create autistic characters (that would lead to even greater 
invisibility than we have at the moment). I’m suggesting 
that it’s time those characters reflected reality, based on 
careful research, and contact with real, autistic people. 
In the course of that research, writers might come across 
the occasional Don or Christopher, but they’ll also find far 
more diversity than they ever imagined; people brimming 
with creativity, empathy, wisdom and good humour; and 
people facing physical, sensory and intellectual challeng-
es far greater than fiction has portrayed. The psychiatric 
literature is playing catch-up here, to the extent that it’s 
not a useful source of reference.

Readers, too, need to be more critical when faced with 
stereotyped autistic characters – as they now are with a 
range of other minority representations. When encoun-
tering characters from vulnerable or minority groups, we 
must all learn to ask who is doing the writing, why, and 
on what authority. It is time to grow tired of ‘folklore au-
tism’ being used to jazz up a tired book, and to seek out 
the freshness and life of authentic accounts, written by 
autistics. I’m delighted to say that my own memoir, The 
Electricity of Every Living Thing (2017), recently landed 
on a pile of other wonderful books by autistic authors, 
including The Reason I Jump (2007) by Naoki Higashida, 
The State of Grace (2017) by Rachael Lucas, Odd Girl Out 
(2017) by Laura James and The Autistic Alice (2017) by 
Joanne Limburg, but it’s fair to say that as a group we have 
not yet reached the kind of critical mass that would make 
autism better understood, not least among clinicians.

After all, I write here as someone who was diagnosed 
only at 38, having never recognised myself in anything I’d 
seen before, despite having read Curious Incident and The 
Rosie Project, and despite having watched Rain Man. It is 
not enough to create lovable characters and hang them 
with a borrowed label of autism. It is time to create accu-
rate ones instead.

Katherine May is an author of fiction and memoir, and 
an award-winning blogger.
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Floods ravage Karnataka coffee 
estates, facing heavy losses

This smart village empowers differently-able to stand on their own 

Maharashtra Muslims form 
action committee on job quota 

Oppn. parties 
to pitch for 
paper ballots 
at EC meet

Rahul attacks PM, links him with Nirav, Choksi 

Discussion on simultaneous polls 
good for democracy — Modi 

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)

PTI

Rahul Gandhi (File Photo)

B e n g a l u r u , A u g . 2 6 
(IANS): With heavy rains 
and floods devastating 
Karnataka’s Kodagu dis-
trict, the country’s largest 
coffee-growing region is 
staring at heavy losses as 
many of its plantations are 
in ruins, a top official said.

“We were expecting 
a good coffee output this 
year, but due to heavy 
rains and floods, about 
60 per cent of the berries 
in the district have been 
destroyed,” Coffee Board 
Chairman M.S. Boje Gow-
da told IANS here.

Noting that rains and 
landslides had eroded 
the top soil and excess 
moisture damaged the 
coffee estates, Gowda 
said hundreds of planters 
and small growers would 
have to wait a year for the 
new berries to sprout and 
ripen.

With 45,000 growers 
producing 40 per cent 
of India’s coffee, Kodagu 
contributes a major quan-
tity of the aromatic bever-

age. Its adjacent districts 
-- Chikkamagaluru and 
Hassan, the region in the 
southern state’s Western 
Ghats -- account for 70 per 
cent of the country’s bean 
production.

“With more southwest 
monsoon rains forecast till 
September, we are worried 
if the plantations will be 
further affected,” observed 
Gowda.

The district, whose 
economy is driven by ag-
riculture, including cof-
fee, pepper and paddy, 
produced 1.16 lakh tonnes 
of Arabica and Robusta 
varieties of berries in fiscal 
2017-18.

“The growers are likely 
to incur a cumulative loss 
of Rs 675 crore due to the 
damage to their planta-
tions as the average coffee 
price is Rs 1.5 lakh per 
tonne,” lamented Karna-
taka Planters’ Association 
(KPA) member N. Bose 
Mandanna.

According to the Cof-
fee Board, of the 3.16 lakh 

tonne coffee produced in 
fiscal 2017-18, Karnataka 
accounted for 2.22 lakh 
tonnes of the Arabica and 
Robusta varieties.

“Due to the natural 
calamity damaging over 
50 per cent of the planta-
tions, the output of ber-
ries in the district will be 
around 45,000 tonne less 
this year,” Mandanna, a 
grower at Suntikoppa in 
the hilly district, told IANS.

A s  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n 
flood-hit Kerala across the 
Karnataka border were 
also severely damaged 
due to unprecedented 
rains and flash floods, the 
overall coffee production 
this year is projected to be 
20 per cent less than the 
3.16 lakh tonne harvested 
last year.

“Though we were ex-
pecting 20 per cent more 
production in fiscal 2018-
19 over the last year, we 
fear the output will be less-
er by the same percentage 
as the coffee-producing 
districts in Karnataka and 

Kerala have been flood-
hit,” Coffee Exporters’ As-
sociation of India Presi-
dent Ramesh Rajah told 
IANS.

Together, Karnataka 
(70 per cent), Kerala (20 
per cent) and Tamil Nadu 
(6 per cent) make up for 
96 per cent of the country’s 
coffee production.

With plantations wa-
ter-logged, hundreds of 
workers have shifted to 
the relief camps the state 
government has set up, 
while others have moved 
out of the region.

“As the coffee sector 
is labour-intensive, 70 
per cent of the expendi-
ture is spent on workers 
-- towards their wages 
and social costs, including 
provident fund, health, 
education of their children 
and housing,” noted Man-
danna.

As the estates have suf-
fered heavy damage, the 
workforce requirement 
will be less this year. The 
planters in the district em-

ployed 2.63 lakh full-time 
and part-time workers in 
2017-18.

The Coffee Board and 
the KPA have urged the 
Union Commerce Minis-
try to waive loans of the 
planters and growers to 
enable them recover from 
the huge losses.

“We have submitted 
a memorandum to the 
ministry, seeking waiver 
of loans raised by coffee 
planters and to allow them 
to borrow soft loans,” 
Gowda said.

The KPA also wants 
the state-run banks to give 
loans at three per cent in-
terest rate as in the case of 
farmers.

“As coffee plantation 
is classified as cash crop, 
the growers are forced to 
take bank loans at higher 
interest rates. But the need 
to have a higher work force 
makes growing coffee ex-
pensive in the absence of 
mechanised production 
as in Brazil,” pointed out 
Mandanna.

Udaipur, Aug. 26 (IANS): In a small 
village near this famous lake city 
in Rajasthan, thousands of physi-
cally challenged people are given a 
fresh lease of life. Not only do they 
receive corrective surgeries free of 
cost but, during the course of their 
treatment, they are also imparted 
training to repair computers and 
mobiles or learn the art of stitching 
to ensure they become self-reliant.

The Narayan Seva Sansthan 
houses in its premises a modern 
hospital, an orphanage, a smart 
school, skill imparting institutions, 
and centres for rehabilitation, physi-
otherapy and naturotherapy. It is 
branded as a “smart” village be-
cause it has all facilities and means 
of sustenance for all its inhabitants 
within the campus, including ATM 
machines, Internet connectivity and 
even its own toy train.

Set up by Kailash Agarwal ‘Man-
av’, a recipient of the Padma Shri for 
distinguished service, the sole mis-
sion of the organisation is to ensure 
that the differently-abled can stand 

on their own and start earning a live-
lihood when they leave the campus.

The organisation provides medi-
cal treatment not only to polio-
affected people via corrective surger-
ies, but also offers surgeries to those 
suffering “by-birth” disabilities, 
Narayan Seva Sansthan President 
Prashant Agarwal told IANS.

“Besides caring for the rehabili-
tation of the poor, needy and differ-
ently-abled people, we also equip 
them and their attendants with skills 
through computer, mobile repairing, 
sewing and tailoring classes. Over 
4,276 people have benefited from 
this till date,” Prashant, who is Kai-
lash Agarwal’s son, said.

Vinod Kumar, a physically chal-
lenged man from Agra with deformi-
ties in his limbs, expressed excite-
ment on being trained in mobile 
repairing. With twinkling eyes, he 
told IANS, “I want to set up a shop 
and start earning once I go back 
to Agra. The best part here is that I 
am being trained while undergoing 
treatment.”

Asha Devi, who was here to get 
her grandson operated, said: “Al-
though I am 60, I am enjoying learn-
ing to stitch frocks and kurtis in 
different designs. No one in our 
village has this expertise; hence I am 
confident that I shall earn a decent 
income.”

She said the Narayan Seva San-
sthan had promised her a sewing 
machine when she returned to her 
village.

“As our lodging, food, training 
and treatment is all free, we treat 
this place as a temple where all our 
prayers are heard,” she added.

The organisation has also been 
conducting regular “mass marriage 
ceremonies” twice a year for young, 
physically-challenged boys and girls 
from underprivileged backgrounds. 
Till date, 1,298 such couples have 
tied the knot here.

Agarwal senior, who set up the 
organisation in 1985, started work-
ing for the cause of humanity after 
visiting a bloody accident site in 
Sirohi district in 1976, where seven 

people lost their lives. 
“My father was working as a clerk 

in a post office when he heard about 
a bus collision in Pindwara, Sirohi. 
Taking leave from his job, he rushed 
to the site and was shaken to see the 
blood-splattered mess. With help 
from others, he admitted the injured 
to the general hospital. He started 
visiting the hospital daily to look 
after their needs,” Prashant said.

During these visits, he realised 
how patients battle with daily chal-
lenges while also grappling with 
financial crises. He saw they were 
hesitant to buy medicines and 
food as they had no money left 
with them after incurring medical 
expenses.

“To help such people, he started 
distributing a few containers, with 
‘Narayan Seva’ written on them, 
among his relatives and acquaint-
ances and asked them to put some 
flour in it on a daily basis. Every 
morning, he and my mother used to 
prepare chapatis out of the flour they 
had collected and feed the hungry. 

Even my sister and I helped,” he said.
While Kailash Agarwal kept this 

up on his own from 1974 to 1984, he 
set up Narayan Seva Sansthan as a 
non-profit charity organisation in 
1985 to serve patients belonging to 
the poorest of the poor of society.

Over time, the organisation grew 
and is now among the few centres in 
the world where over 100 corrective 
surgeries of polio and cerebral palsy 
are done each day. The institute 
has given a new lease of life to over 
325,000 people with free-of-cost 
polio corrective surgeries.

Not only does it provide treat-
ment to the patients, it also ensures 
their relatives are taken care of. Once 
they reach Udaipur, all expenses of 
patients and their attendants are 
borne as long as they are at the insti-
tute for treatment. 

“With its headquarter at Udaipur 
in Rajasthan, the organisation has a 
1,100-bed hospital where patients 
from around the country and abroad 
make their way for treatment and 
surgeries,” he said.

Irrespective of caste, creed and 
religion, the organisation serves all 
-- Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Chris-
tians, he said.

It also runs a Narayan Children’s 
Academy, with its well-equipped 
classes, for tribal students residing 
nearby. It is a delight and surprise 
to see tribal students studying in 
e-classes. The organisation runs 
a school bus which picks up stu-
dents in the morning, are given 
breakfast and lunch in school, and 
are dropped to their homes in the 
evening. This too is a free service.

The students are also provided 
school uniforms and stationery. The 
organisation also runs a residential 
school for the deaf and dumb, blind 
and mentally-challenged children.

However, Prashant said this was 
just a start as there are thousands 
awaiting their turn to get surgeries 
done. “Our vision is to spread our 
wings to ensure that all differently-
abled people walk with confidence, 
overcoming all odds -- be it physical 
or financial.”

Mumbai, Aug. 26 (IANS): Maharashtra’s 
Muslims on Sunday formed “Muslim Aar-
akshan Sanyukta Kruti Samiti” (Muslim 
Reservation Joint Action Committee) to 
force the state government to implement 
its promise of providing reservation in 
jobs.

The committee has been set up by top 
Muslim organisations, political leaders, 
scholars, academicians, lawyers, profes-
sionals and other prominent person-
alities to take their quota struggle to its 
logical conclusion.

When the erstwhile Chief Minister 
Prithviraj Chavan-led Democratic Front 
government was in power, “it promul-
gated an ordinance” to provide 16 per 
cent reservations to Marathas and 5 per 
cent quotas for Muslims in government 
jobs and educational institutions. 

Later, the Bombay High Court struck 
down the reservations for the politically-
influential Maratha community com-
pletely but allowed 5 per cent reserva-
tions for Muslims only in educational 
institutions. 

Subsequently, the Supreme Court up-
held the order of the Bombay High Court.

Against the backdrop of the recent 
protests by the Maratha community for 
reservations and the renewed demand 
by Dhangars to be included in Schedule 

Tribes, the demand for Muslim quotas 
has also come to the fore.

Congress Rajya Sabha MP Hussain 
Dalwai said it was high time the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led government at the Centre 
and Maharashtra government pay heed 
and work together to ensure reservations 
for Muslims.

Referring to the Rajinder Sachar 
Committee commissioned in 2005 by the 
then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, 
Dalwai said, it is a report highlighting the 
plight and the current status of Muslims 
in India.

He pointed out that the Mehmood-ur-
Rehman Committee had recommended 
8-10 per cent reservation in education 
and jobs, plus a separate 10 per cent res-
ervation for Muslim women. 

This Committee was set up in 2008 by 
the previous Congress-Nationalist Con-
gress Party Democratic Front government 
in Maharashtra, to study the economic, 
social and educational backwardness of 
Muslims in the state.

Shrimant Kokate of Maratha Seva 
Sangh has also backed the demand of 
the Muslims.

As per the Census 2011, Muslims 
constitute around 172 million or 14.20 per 
cent of the total Indian population and 
are the single largest religious minority.

New Delhi, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Many opposition parties 
will reiterate their demand 
for paper ballots for future 
elections, among other 
things, in a meeting with 
the Election Commission 
of India (EC) on Monday.

The EC has called the 
meeting with seven na-
tional and 51 state recog-
nised political parties to 
discuss various electoral 
issues such as electoral 
rolls, limiting political par-
ties’ expenditure and time-
ly submission of annual 
audited reports by parties 
among other things.

At least 17 parties, in-
cluding the NDA ally Shiv 
Sena, have been pitch-
ing for returning to ballot 
papers. 

These include the 
Congress, Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC), Bahujan Sa-
maj Party (BSP), Janata 
Dal-Secular (JD-S), Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP), 
Nationalist  Congress 
Party (NCP), Samajwadi 
Party, CPI-M, Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD), DMK, 
CPI, YSR Congress, Kerala 
Congress Mani (KCM) 
and AIUDF.

“We will raise the is-
sue of ballot papers in the 
meeting for fair and im-
partial elections. We want 
to make it clear that we 
do not consider EVMs as 
tamper proof,” an opposi-
tion leader told IANS. 

Although the EC in 
its official agenda of the 
meet released to the press 
has not mentioned simul-
taneous polls, the issue 
is likely to come up for 
discussion.

London, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi on Saturday 
stepped up his attack on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, saying there is a “re-
lationship” between him 
and bank fraud accused 
Nirav Modi and Mehul 
Choksi. He also alleged 
that fugitive offender Vi-
jay Mallya had met BJP 
leaders before he left the 
country.

At an interaction with 
Indian Journalists’ As-
sociation here, Gandhi 
compared Modi with US 
President Donald Trump, 
saying people have been 
voting for them as they are 
angry because they do not 
have jobs. 

He also said that In-
dian prisons were “decent 
places” for Mallya, whose 
extradition has been 
sought by India. 

He accused Modi of 
centralising authority 
and alleged that External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj has been “humili-
ated” on every count. 

Notwithstanding BJP’s 
attack on him, he again 
compared RSS with the 
radical Islamlist outfit 
Muslim Brotherhood.

Gandhi spoke on a 
range of issues such as 
Doklam stand-off, bullet 
train, demonetisation and 
jobs, criticising the Modi 
government on each of 
them. 

“There is a relation-
ship between Nirav Modi, 
Choksi and the Prime 
Minister. And these re-
lationships come in the 
middle of justice. Indian 
banks gave Rs 35,000 crore 
loan to Nirav Modi. Naren-
dra Modi let him run away 
from India,” he said. 

Gandhi said the gov-
ernment did not act on 
time to arrest Nirav Modi 

New Delhi, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said that 
discussions on simultane-
ous polls to the Lok Sabha 
and state Assemblies are a 
“healthy sign” for democ-
racy.

Addressing the 47th 
edition of his monthly ra-
dio programme “Mann Ki 
Baat”, the Prime Minister 
expressed solidarity with 
Kerala, where over 400 
people have died in dev-
astating floods. 

Modi also assured the 
Muslim women the coun-
try’s support on the issue 
of social justice.

“Presently efforts are 
afoot and discussions are 
being held about simulta-
neously holding elections 
to the Lok Sabha and state 
Assemblies. The govern-
ment and the opposition 
- both are putting forth 
their view points. This is 
a healthy sign for our de-
mocracy,” he said.

Describing Vajpayee 
as a “true patriot”, he said 
the late Prime Minister 
brought fundamental 
reforms in the electoral 
process.

“I must say that devel-
oping healthy traditions 
for a sound democracy, 
making constant efforts 
to strengthen democracy, 
encouraging open-mind-
ed debates would also be 
an appropriate tribute to 
Atalji.” 

Modi’s remarks on si-
multaneous polls comes 
almost a month after the 
Law Commission held 
discussions with most po-
litical parties opposing the 
proposal saying that it was 
against the Constitution 
and would dilute regional 
interests.

The BJP’s stand is “One 
Nation, One Election”.

Crediting Vajpayee 
with bringing good gov-

ernance to the main-
stream and for injecting 
positive political culture 
in India, Modi recalled 
how he changed the time 
of budget presentation 
from 5 p.m. to 11 a.m 
and framed the rules that 
made it possible to unfurl 
the tricolour in public 
places.

“Atalji took bold steps 
to bring about fundamen-
tal reforms, whether in 
our election process or 
about the shortcomings 
concerning the people’s 
representatives.”

He hailed Vajpayee for 
bringing the 91st Amend-
ment Act, 2003 which 
restricted the size of the 
cabinet in states to 15 per 
cent of the total seats in 
the Assembly and also in-
creased the limit under the 
anti-defection law from 
one-third to two-third.

Expressing solidarity 
with Kerala, he said peo-
ple from all walks of life 
had come in support of 
those whose lives were 
devastated in the massive 
floods.

“In today’s pressing, 
hard times, the entire na-
tion is with Kerala. Our 
sympathies are with the 
families who lost their 

loved ones. Loss of lives 
cannot be compensat-
ed, but I assure the grief-
stricken families that in 
this moment of suffering 
and misery, 125 crore Indi-
ans stand by them.”

He said the sheer grit 
and courage of Keralites 
would see the state rise 
again.

On the triple talaq bill 
passed by the Lok Sabha, 
he said: “Although it could 
not be passed in the Rajya 
Sabha, I assure the Muslim 
women that the whole 
country stands by them 
to provide them social 
justice.”

Modi expressed his 
gratitude to MPs for the 
productive Monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament.

He congratulated In-
dian players on their suc-
cess at the ongoing Asian 
Games and said they have 
won medals even in those 
sports in which the coun-
try’s performance was not 
“so good earlier”.

“This too is a very posi-
tive indication that most 
medal winners hail from 
small towns and villages 
and these players have 
achieved their success 
by putting in sheer hard 
work.”

and Choksi despite hav-
ing received complaints 
against them. 

He alleged that Mallya’s 
meetings with BJP leaders 
were documented. 

“Before leaving India, 
Mallya met a few senior 
leaders of BJP and that’s 
documented. I won’t name 
who, but he did meet 
them,” he said.

He also referred to ef-
forts by Mallya to prevent 
his extradition to India. 

“I think Indian prisons 
are very descent places as 
far as Mallya is concerned. 
Justice should be the 
same for Indian people. It 
shouldn’t be just because 
you are Mallya and have 
Rs 9,000 crore in the bank 
that you require a different 
jail,” he said. 

Gandhi said Modi 
views foreign affairs as 
events. “There is no struc-
ture. The Foreign Minister 
spends most of her time 
in making VISAs, that’s 
not her job as a Foreign 
Minister. She has been hu-
miliated on every count,” 

he said. 
Answering a query, 

Gandhi said: “People sup-
port populist leaders like 
Trump and Modi because 
they are angry that they 
don’t have a job. Instead of 
solving this problem, these 
leaders ride on that anger. 
They damage the country 
by this.”

On Doklam, he said 
Chinese have built “huge 
infrastructure” in the ter-
ritory but Modi during his 
informal visit to China had 
a “conversation without 
agenda” and did not dis-
cuss the issue. 

“We have serious chal-
lenges coming from the 
Chinese. We have to focus 
on that,” Gandhi said an-
swering another query. 

Gandhi alleged Mus-
lim Brotherhood and RSS 
use democratic processes 
to capture power. “There is 
a lot of similarity between 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
RSS.”

He said he had learnt 
a lot in the past 15 years 
in politics and it was for 

people to judge him by 
his capability or go by his 
family name. 

Gandhi also referred 
to his remarks on health-
care, saying he had been 
mocked at. 

“We are sitting on a 
healthcare goldmine. 
There are medical experts 
in every country. Health-
care itself can create a 
strategic transformation 
of our country. But there’s 
no conversation on it,” 
he said. 

On Modi’s project of 
bullet train, he said it is not 
moving. “You can have a 
fancy poster of bullet train, 
but the cost of a ticket in 
bullet train is more than an 
airline ticket.”

Gandhi said he was 
fighting an ideological bat-
tle in the 2019 elections. 

Asked if the party will 
align with CPI-M or Tri-
namool Congress in West 
Bengal in 2019 elections, 
Gandhi said he will take 
inputs from the state unit 
and it has not been de-
cided one way or the other. 
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New York, Aug. 26 (PTI): Influential 
US Senator John McCain, a Vietnam 
war hero and a towering figure in 
the American political scene, who 
turned out to be a prominent critic 
of President Donald Trump has died 
following a battle with an aggressive 
form of brain cancer.

He was 81.
McCain, a six-term senator from 

Arizona, who was a friend of India, 
had been suffering from a malignant 
brain tumor, called a glioblastoma, for 
which he had been treated periodical-
ly with radiation and chemotherapy 
since its discovery in 2017. 

According to a statement from his 
office, McCain died yesterday at 4:28 
p.m. local time. His family announced 
on Friday that he was discontinuing 
medical treatment.

The son and grandson of four-
star admirals, McCain endured more 
than five years of imprisonment and 
torture by the North Vietnamese as a 
young naval officer.

“My heart is broken. I am so lucky 
to have lived the adventure of loving 
this incredible man for 38 years. He 
passed the way he lived, on his own 
terms, surrounded by the people he 
loved, in the the place he loved best,” 
McCain’s wife Cindy McCain said in a 
post on Twitter.

In an editorial he wrote for CNN 
ahead of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Washington in 2016, 
had said that it was remarkable how 
much bipartisan support the US-
India relationship enjoys on Capitol 
Hill, an upsurge of interest and re-

spect that is normally reserved only 
for close partners and allies.

“In all my years in Congress, I 
recall only a select few countries that 
rose so quickly to such an exalted 
esteem,” McCain wrote two years ago.

Condolence messages poured in 

from across party lines on McCain’s 
passing. 

US President Donald Trump 
tweeted, “My deepest sympathies and 
respect go out to the family of Senator 
John McCain. Our hearts and prayers 
are with you!”.

However, with Trump’s election 
as the nation’s 45th president in 2016, 
McCain was one of the few power-
ful Republican voices in Congress 
to push back against Trump’s often 
harsh, provocative statements.

McCain had frequently sparred 
with Trump and had been planning 
his funeral services over the last year 
and his family made clear that Trump 
is not invited, a position that has not 
changed, two family friends were 
quoted as saying by the CNN.

In his end-of-life memoir, Mc-
Cain scorned Trump’s seeming ad-
miration for autocrats and disdain 
for refugees. 

“He seems uninterested in the 
moral character of world leaders and 
their regimes,” he wrote of the presi-
dent. “The appearance of toughness 
or a reality show facsimile of tough-
ness seems to matter more than any 
of our values. Flattery secures his 
friendship, criticism his enmity.” 

Former US president Barack 
Obama said in a statement that 

while McCain and he came from 
completely different backgrounds 
and competed at the highest level of 
politics, “we shared, for all our differ-
ences, a fidelity to something higher 
- the ideals for which generations of 
Americans and immigrants alike have 
fought, marched and sacrificed.” 

“Few of us have been tested the 
way McCain once was, or required to 
show the kind of courage that he did. 
But all of us can aspire to the cour-
age to put the greater good above,” 
Obama said.

McCain, Chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, made 
two unsuccessful attempts for the 
presidency. He lost a bitter primary 
campaign to George W Bush and the 
Republican establishment in 2000. 
He won the nomination in 2008, only 
to be defeated in the general election 
by Obama.

Bush called his one-time political 
rival “man of deep conviction and 
a patriot of the highest order” and a 
“friend whom I’ll deeply miss.” 

Former vice president Al Gore said 
he always admired how the senator 
“would work to find common ground, 
no matter how hard.” 

McCain was close friends with 
Senator Lindsey Graham and former 
senator Joe Lieberman -- a trio 

dubbed the “Three Amigos.” 
Graham wrote that “America and 

Freedom have lost one of her great-
est champions. And I’ve lost one of 
my dearest friends and mentor.” 
Democrat Senator Chuck Schumer 
hailed him as a “truth-teller” with 
“unsurpassed” dedication to the US 
and its military. He said he would 
seek to rename a Senate building in 
McCain’s honour.

McCain was also a persistent critic 
of Obama’s foreign policy.

“The demand for our leadership 
in the world has never been greater. 
People don’t want less of America 
they want more,” McCain said in 
2012. “Everywhere I go in the world, 
people tell me that they still have 
faith in America. What they want to 
know is whether we still have faith in 
ourselves.” 

Despite his serious health condi-
tion, McCain had appeared in the 
Senate to cast a thumbs-down vote 
against his party’s drive to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act. 

John Sidney McCain III was born 
August 29, 1936, in the Panama Ca-
nal Zone and into a family whose 
military lineage included an ancestor 
who served as anaide to Gen George 
Washington during the Revolution-
ary War.

Rome, Aug. 26 (IANS): Sicilian pros-
ecutors are investigating Italian 
Interior Minister Matteo Salvini over 
his refusal to allow migrants off a 
coastguard vessel.

The Diciotti docked in the Sicil-
ian port of Catania on Monday.

The Italian government is re-
fusing to most of the migrants dis-
embark until a solution is reached 
regarding their relocation with other 
European states.

Prosecutors have now opened 
an inquiry into possible illegal con-
finement, illegal arrest, and abuse 
of power, BBC reported on Sunday.

Salvini responded to the news by 
shrugging of the threat, saying those 
still on board would be allowed off 
“in the coming hours”.

According to Salvini, they would 
be taken in “by bishops who are 
opening their doors, their hearts and 
their wallets”.

So far only small groups have 
been allowed in, including unac-
companied children and the sick, 
two of whom are said to have tu-
berculosis.

The fate of the more than 100 
migrants, most of whom are Eri-
trean, has prompted local protests 
throughout the week and attracted 
international attention.

The UN appealed for EU mem-
bers to “urgently” offer relocation 
places to the migrants on Saturday, 
a day after a meeting of 10 EU en-
voys in Brussels failed to provide a 
solution.

UN High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees Filippo Grandi said in a state-
ment that Europe has recognised “a 
fundamental and legal obligation” 
to help “people fleeing war, violence 
and persecution” throughout its 

history.
“The time has come to end 

the back-and-forth that has seen 
countries competing in a race to the 
bottom on who can take the least 

responsibility for people rescued at 
sea,” he said.

“It is dangerous and immoral to 
put the lives of refugees and asylum-
seekers at risk while states engage in 

a political tug-of-war on long-term 
solutions.”

Under EU rules, people must 
seek asylum where they arrive, but 
Italy has increasingly barred boats 
from docking.

Salvini refused the vessel per-
mission to disembark until the EU 
agreed to distribute the migrants 
among other countries.

He has maintained they are 
working to achieve a “positive and 
concrete solution” that was not a 
“burden” on Italian citizens.

“I want to say that the dozens 
of complaints, insults and threats 
levelled at give me more and more 
strength to go on, and for me are 
badges of honour on my chest,” he 
said of criticism.

Sixteen people were allowed to 
disembark on Saturday on doctors’ 
orders after inspectors from the 
Italian Healthy Ministry and the Red 
Cross went on board the vessel.

Earlier this week 27 unaccompa-
nied minors and 13 people in need 
of urgent medical help were also 
allowed to get off.

Some of those left onboard are 
reported to be refusing food in 
protest.

Since 2014, more than 640,000 
migrants have landed on Italy’s 
shores. Although many have since 
left for other countries, some re-
main.

The UN says that more than 
1,600 people have lost their lives try-
ing to cross into Europe in 2018, de-
spite overall numbers being down. 

In July, 450 migrants were al-
lowed to disembark in Sicily once 
France, Germany, Malta, Portugal 
and Spain had each agreed to take 
50 migrants each.

Islamabad, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) has expressed 
confidence that its candi-
date Arif Alvi will win the 
September 4 presidential 
election comfortably.

A meeting presided over 
by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Saturday dis-
cussed inputs from MPAs 
from the four provinces and 
decided that the PTI would 
contest the election with 
full zeal, reports Dan news.

Information Minister 
Fawad Chaudhry told the 
media: “Arif Alvi will be-
come the president of Pa-
kistan as the PTI has the 
support of the required 
number of voters.”

He said the PTI enjoyed 
the support of its allies - the 
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan, Pakistan 
Muslim League-Q, Balo-
chistan Awami Party and 
Grand Democratic Alliance.

“The name of Arif Alvi is 
final and there is no objec-
tion from any side over his 
nomination,” he said.

Chaudhry said that a 
parliamentary board had 
been established by the 
PTI for the by-elections of 
national and provincial 
assemblies to be held in 
October. “The Prime Min-
ister had taken historic and 
unprecedented decisions 
in the recent cabinet meet-
ings, which helped saving 
millions of rupees.

“Imran Khan was the 
role model for the entire 
cabinet,” the Minister add-
ed.

Pakistan’s President is 
elected by the members of 
the National Assembly or 
the lower house of parlia-
ment, senate and the four 
provincial assemblies.

Tehran, Aug. 26 (PTI/AFP): 
Iran’s parliament impeached 
Economy Minister Masoud 
Karbasian today in the latest 
blow to embattled President 
Hassan Rouhani as he strug-
gles to face down a mounting 
economic crisis.

Karbasian is the second 
cabinet minister to be sacked 
this month, following the im-
peachment of Labour Minister 
Ali Rabiei on August 8.

Critics say the government 
squandered the opportunities 
presented by the 2015 nuclear 
deal and have failed to tackle 
high rates of inflation and job-
lessness.

With the United States 
abandoning the nuclear deal in 
May and reimposing sanctions, 
Rouhani’s hopes of attracting 
vast sums of foreign invest-
ment appear dead in the water.

Major European firms, in-
cluding France’s Total, Peugeot 
and Renault, and Germany’s 

Siemens and Daimler, have 
all announced their departure 
since the US announcement.

Rouhani’s conservative op-
ponents -- who long-opposed 
his outreach to the West and 
efforts to improve civil liberties 
-- say the primary blame lies 
with government corruption 
and mismanagement. 

“Inefficiency and lack of 
planning have nothing to do 
with sanctions,” said one law-
maker, Abbas Payizadeh, in a 
speech ahead of the vote. 

“Wrong decisions have 
harmed the people and led to 
individuals looting public as-
sets,” he added. 

Rouhani, a political moder-
ate, can still count on the sup-
port of a sizeable reformist bloc 
in parliament, but even some 
of its key figures have grown 
disillusioned.

“What have we done with 
this nation? We made them 
miserable and wretched,” said 

Elias Hazrati, of the reformist 
Hope faction in parliament.

“The middle class are mov-
ing towards poverty,” added 
Hazrati, who broke ranks to 
vote in favour of the impeach-
ment.

Karbasian lost the vote of 
confidence, which was carried 
live on state radio, by 137 votes 
to 121, with two abstentions.

The outcome sees him 
stripped of his post with imme-
diate effect, leaving Rouhani to 
pick a replacement.

Hazrati said the govern-
ment had failed to plan for the 
real pain of sanctions, which 
will hit when a second phase 
of US measures is reintroduced 
in November targeting Iran’s 
crucial oil sector.

“We haven’t been prepared 
and we are not prepared now,” 
said Hazrati.

“The only person we could 
get our hands on was the econ-
omy minister. Otherwise, the 

president should have been 
impeached,” he added.

For now, Rouhani remains 
protected by supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who 
said this month that removing 
the president would “play into 
the hands of the enemy”.

But parliament has sum-
moned the president for the 
first time to answer questions 
on the crisis, and he is expected 
to appear on Tuesday. 

One of the key markers of 
Iran’s economic crisis has been 
the collapse in the currency, 
which has lost around half its 
value since April.

That was partly owing to 
US hostility, but also due to a 
disastrous decision to fix the 
value of the rial and shut down 
currency traders. 

The move triggered a boom 
in the black market and wide-
spread corruption, before the 
decision was finally reversed 
this month.

Business people in Iran 
point to other deep-rooted 
problems, from the debt-
ridden banking sector to the 
outsized and opaque role of 
military-linked organisations 
in the economy.

Rouhani has taken small 
steps to resolve these issues, 
but most Iranians are dissatis-
fied with his progress.

There have been persistent, 
low-level strikes and demon-
strations across the country for 
months over high prices and 
unpaid wages that have oc-
casionally turned into violent 
protests against the system as 
a whole.

Figures released by the cen-
tral bank yesterday showed 
huge jumps in the cost of es-
sential goods compared with 
a year ago. 

Dairy products are up by a 
third, chicken by more than 20 
per cent and fresh fruit by 71 
per cent.

Dublin, Aug. 26 (IANS): Pope 
Francis has met eight Irish vic-
tims of abuse committed by 
the clergy, on the first day of his 
historic trip to Dublin, where he 
is to participate in the IX World 
Meeting of Families.

The meeting, which was an-
nounced by the Vatican prior to 
the trip, took place in the Apostol-
ic Nunciature in the Irish capital 
on Saturday, Efe news reported.

The meeting was with “eight 
survivors of clerical, religious 
and institutional abuse,” Vatican 
spokesman Greg Burke said in a 
statement

Two persons from the Irish 
Coalition of Mother and Baby 
Home Survivors (CMABS) who 
attended the meeting said Fran-
cis condemned corruption and 
cover ups within the Church, 
referring to these practices as 
“caca”, which the interpreter 
politely translated as “filth you 
would see in the toilet”.

Among the victims who were 
present was Marie Collins, who 
resigned last year from the Pon-
tifical Commission for the Pro-
tection of Minors after denounc-
ing the lack of cooperation by 
some members of the Vatican 
Curia

The other victims who at-
tended the meeting include 
reverends Patrick McCafferty and 
Joe McDonald, Damien O’Farrell, 
Paul Jude Redmond, Clodagh 
Malone, and Bernadette Fathy, 
while the eighth victim, who was 
abused by priest Tony Walsh, 

asked to remain anonymous.
Clodagh Malone, who was 

born in the Saint Patrick’s Mother 
and Baby Home in Dublin and 
was adopted after 10 weeks, 
“asked the Pope to clearly and 
publicly state that the natural 
mothers who lost their babies 
to adoption had done nothing 
wrong and call for reconciliation 
and reunion for these families 
broken by the Catholic Church 
both in Ireland and around the 
world.”

According to the statement 
by CMABS, the Pope “agreed to 
include the message in his mass 
tomorrow”. Redmond, who was 
born in the Castlepollard Home 
and adopted after 17 days, asked 
the pope to demand that the 
nuns who ran the homes “ac-
knowledge their actions and issue 
an unqualified apology to all the 
survivors of their institutions,” as 
well as to “commit to paying the 
full cost of the current inquiry.”

The Pope apologised for what 
happened in the homes, Red-
mond said in the statement.

During the meeting, the Pope 
received a copy of Redmond’s 
book “The Adoption Machine,” 
which contains details of thou-
sands of deaths and other horrors 
that took place in the Mother and 
Baby homes. 

“The Pope was genuinely 
shocked to hear about the 6,000 
babies who died and the 3,000 
babies who were banished and 
the vaccine trials,” the victims’ 
statement says.

Tehran, Aug. 26 (PTI/AFP): Two people were killed 
and more than 200 injured in a strong 6.0-magni-
tude earthquake that struck western Iran near the 
border with Iraq early Sunday, officials told local 
media. 

The shallow quake hit 26 kilometres southwest 
of the city of Javanrud in Kermanshah province, the 
US Geological Survey said, near the site of a powerful 
quake last year that killed hundreds.

The head of the emergency department Ker-
manshah University of Medical Sciences, Saeb 
Sharidari, told state news agency IRNA that two peo-
ple were killed and 241 people injured, six critically.

Sharidari said the two dead were a pregnant 
woman and a 70-year-old man who died of a heart 
attack.

The provincial head of the Red Crescent, Mo-
hammad Reza Amirian, said there had been at least 
21 aftershocks.

He said there were potential problems with 
drinking water due to damaged infrastructure in 
villages, but that it had not yet been necessary to 
distribute food and tents.

Kermanshah governor Houshang Bazvand told 
the Tasnim news agency that electricity had been 
temporarily cut to several villages.

A crisis centre was set up, with hospitals and 
relief organisations placed on alert.

But the local director of crisis management, Reza 
Mahmoudian, told the Mehr news agency that “the 
situation was under control” and no request for help 
had been sent to neighbouring provinces.

There were reports that the quake was felt far 
across the border into Iraq.

Images on social media showed people being 
rushed to hospitals, but suggested relatively light 
damage to infrastructure. Iran sits on top of two ma-
jor tectonic plates and sees frequent seismic activity. 

In November last year a major 7.3-magnitude 
quake killed 620 people in Kermanshah province 
and another eight people in Iraq.

Canberra, Aug. 26 (IANS): Julie Bishop re-
signed as the Australian Foreign Minister on 
Sunday, after newly-appointed Prime Minis-
ter Scott Morrison named his cabinet follow-
ing his win in a bruising leadership contest.

In an online statement, Bishop, 62, an-
nounced: “Today I advised the Prime Min-
ister that I will be resigning from my cabinet 
position as Minister for Foreign Affairs.

“I will remain on the backbench as a 
strong voice for Western Australia.

“I have been pre-selected by the Liberal 
party for the seat of Curtin but I have made 
no decision regarding the next election.”

Morrison has announced that New 
South Wales Senator Marise Payne would 
take over as Foreign Minister.

Bishop’s resignation creates more unrest 
amid the upheaval of the Liberal-National 
Coalition government, the Guardian re-
ported.

Bishop ran against Morrison and Minis-
ter for Home Affairs Peter Dutton in Friday’s 
leadership spill, but garnered only 11 votes 
in the 85-strong party room.

The leadership fight also ended her 11-
year tenure as deputy leader of the ruling 
Liberal Party.

Former Prime Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull, who was ousted on Friday, took to Twit-
ter on Sunday to thank Bishop, his longtime 
friend as “Australia’s finest foreign affairs 
minister”.

“I thank Julie for her loyalty and friend-
ship over many years but especially as my 
deputy,” Turnbull said. “She has been and 
remains an inspiring role model for women 
here and around the world.” 

Australia, for the past decade, has been 
marked by a series of leadership coups, with 
three other sitting prime ministers deposed 
by party rivals, reports the BBC.

Influential US senator John McCain dies aged 81

Italy migrant row: Interior minister under investigation

PTI confident 
about winning 
Pakistan 
presidential 
election

Rouhani’s woes mount as Iran economy minister impeached Pope meets eight 
abuse victims in Ireland

Julie Bishop resigns as Australia Foreign Minister 

Two dead, 241 injured 
in 6.0 quake in western 
Iran — Officials

In this June 3, 2016, file photo, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., greets the audience as he arrives to 
deliver a speech in Singapore. McCain, the war hero who became the GOP’s standard-bearer 
in the 2008 election, died Saturday, Aug. 25, 2018. He was 81. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E, File)

AP/PTI

Migrants disembark from the Italian Coast Guard ship “Diciotti” in the port of Catania, Italy, 
early Sunday morning, Aug. 26, 2018. Italy’s populist government had not let them leave 
the ship for ten days after they were rescued in the Mediterranean on Aug. 16, demanding 
that other European Union countries would take them. Only Ireland did, pledging to take 
20, while non-EU Albania will take 20, and Italian Catholic bishops said they would care for 
about 100. 
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A glimpse of a play that was performed during the first Dimapur Ao Baptist Arogo (DABA) youth ministry’s theatre festival, which was held on Aug. 25 and the 26th. The festival 
was organised and sponsored by the DABA, and supported by music company Crescendo.

Singer-actress Demi Lovato’s house was to be targeted by criminals while she is in a rehabilita-
tion centre but the police tracked them earlier. Law enforcement sources told tmz.com that 
a group of thieves were arrested shortly after news broke that Lovato was out of the hospital 
and in an out-of-state rehabilitation facility. The sources said the arrests were not related to 
Lovato, but upon investigation police officials found electronic communications among the 
criminals meant to rob Lovato while she was away. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) 
then added extra patrols around her house to keep an eye on any suspicious activity, the 
sources added. So far, it has worked and no break-ins or burglaries at her place have taken 
place. Lovato suffered a near-death drug overdose last month. The singer went to a rehabilita-
tion centre after being hospitalized for more than a week. She left the centre for a few days to 
see a mental health and addiction specialist in Chicago. She is now back in the facility. (IANS)

Criminals who wanted to burgle Lovato’s house arrested

August Rush: A potpourri of talent and the arts

Was told I’m not a cow: Lisa 
Haydon on breastfeeding her kid

Telling tales

W
itnessing the success 
and encouraging 
turn up of the past 
years, Richa Produc-
tions finally decided 

to go ahead with the two days of 
August Rush for this year’s edition. 

The events were countless; from 
workshops to stalls, to musical 
shows, contests, dance and fashion 
shows, from local to western to glo-
bal, everything in a nutshell which 
cracked in two days.

August Rush 2018 kicked off with 
workshops of cooking, music and 
bamboo with a total of 35 partici-
pants, all of whom were presented 
with certificates of appreciation and 
a whole lot of experience.

There were a total of 15 stalls 
varying from food to handmade 
jewellery, art, miscellaneous, cloth-
ing and many such varieties. The 
event also witnessed a dance contest 
which was in collaboration with The 
Univibes as a promotional event 
for their upcoming dance contest 
in the month of October. Seiwang, 
who was adjudged the winner won 
a video contract with Find Studioz 
Mumbai.

A very special event also took 
place during the second day of the 
event. A globally trending event 
about food awareness called ‘Disco 
Soup’ arguably the first of its kind 
not only in Nagaland but the first 
in India, which the team took up by 
collaborating with the Slow Food 
network, Nagaland.

For this one of a kind event, 
leftover vegetables from restaurants 
in and around the town were col-
lected, and using those leftovers, 
the whole audience who came on 
August 15 participated in Disco 
Soup by chopping the vegetables. 
The chopped vegetables were then 
prepared into soup by renowned 
Chef Joel Basumatari which was 
more than enough for all present. 
The feedbacks from the people were 
super positive.

The main event on the second 
day of August Rush started off with a 
striking performance by guest artist 
Medo Kense, with his hit song ‘But 
I’, which had been awarded the ‘Best 
Indie Rock 2017’ in the last Music 
Awards of Nagaland. The whole 
crowd sang along with him as al-
most all were familiar with his song.

This was then followed by an eye 
- catching fashion show by Amini 
Ngulli, Neidi Seyie and Mephriiwe 
Akami presenting some of their best 
collections of the year.

The fashion show was all in all 
directed by the ever so charming 
Theja Sekhose who himself is a 
renowned fashion designer. Be-
sides the fashion fiesta, the main 
event also had mind blowing dance 
performances by the dynamic 
girls trio Daisy Girls and the Ethnic 
Future. Not only the dancers but 
exceptional musicians, Tieso Kense 
and Vichanuo Rame also thrilled the 
crowd with their beautiful songs.

Not forgetting the most talked 
about event of August Rush 2018, 
‘the Best of August Rush’, a sing-
ing contest where four contestants 
participated for the glorious prizes 
the team had to offer. Though the 
contest was tough, Unplugged 3 
succeeded to bag the winning prize 
and walked away with - a Washburn 
guitar from Jubal store, Mumbai ;a 
traveller wanderer guitar from Richa 
Productions, Kohima ;a free audio 
production from The Saccharide 
studio, Bangalore ; a free music 

video production from Kadence, 
Bangalore and a free professional 
portfolio photo shoot from Richa 
Productions, Kohima.

All the participants also won ex-
citing gift hampers from Tati Group 
entertainments.

Finally the show ended perfectly 
with songs by Tutu Terhuja and 
Kekhrie Ringa, both performing 
their award winning songs ‘IF’ and 
‘Destination’ which were released 
during August Rush 2017 and suc-
cessfully bagged ‘the Song of the 
year 2017’ and ‘the Best EDM 2017’ .

All in all, this one of a kind youth 
festival is gaining momentum 
and popularity with each passing 
years. Richa production, the event 
management team behind it should 
be applauded given that they have 
been silently pushing this endeav-
our alone without seeking for any 
governmental assistance all these 
years; but through their determina-
tion and will to contribute and bring 
a positive change to the Naga society 
by encouraging  and channeling the 
latent talents of the youth through 
this platform- August rush.

Our Correspondent

A
ctress-model 
Lisa Haydon 
was widely 
trolled for shar-
ing a photo-

graph of herself as she 
breastfed her son Zack last 
year. She says there were 
many times she faced 
“uncomfortable” ques-
tions and comments, but 
she still stands by the fact 
that it is healthy for moth-
ers to breastfeed their 
babies.

New mothers across 
the globe have been 
shamed for breastfeeding 
their babies in public. 

Lisa, who gave birth to 
Zack last year, told IANS: 
“I certainly felt uncom-
fortable at times when 
I was asked if I was still 
breastfeeding my baby 
and it had only been four 
months. Some people told 
me I am not a cow, my 
baby should not feed off 

me and there were many 
things that made me feel 
uncomfortable to do it, 
not so much ashamed.”

The “Aisha” and 
“Queen” actress said that 
for her, it was “not neces-
sarily a responsibility or 
duty”, but it’s something 
that came naturally.

“I know that a lot of 
people struggle to breast-
feed for various different 
reasons,” she added.

Lisa, 32, says she 
thought if she had the 
ability and the time where 
she didn’t have to go to 
work immediately, she 
had a choice to stay home.

“I know that a lot 
of mothers don’t, but I 
did. I felt very fortunate 
and blessed to be able 
to breastfeed my kid for 
as long as I did. I would 
definitely encourage every 
mother to do so and it 
is something I definitely 

stand by,” she added.
Lisa says she couldn’t 

breastfeed her baby for 
one year “but I would 
definitely always aspire to 
do the best that I can and 
I recommend other moth-
ers to do so”.

Describing it as an 
“incredibly bonding”, 
Lisa also said “it is very 
healthy”. 

Asked what has 
changed for her on the 
professional front after 
becoming a mother, she 
said: “I had to learn how 
to pick and choose more 
than what I would usually 
do because I had the time 
to do it.”

So, she is juggling and 
picking the best of what is 
offered. 

Now, she says, it’s 
all about “giving a 100 
percent when you are at 
work, and then of course 
when you go home and 
you’re being a mom, you 
really focus on being the 
best mother you possibly 
can”.

Lisa was here as the 
showstopper for the label 
Mishru on the last day 
of Lakme Fashion Week 
Winter/Festive 2018. 

On her showstopper 
garment, which was a 
silver innovative bridal 
lehenga with a touch of 
modernism and vintage 
feel, Lisa said she felt 
“beautiful”.

Asked what does 
she enjoy more -- walk-
ing the ramp or working 
in films, Lisa said: “The 
more films you work on, 
the more you get to walk 
the runway these days as 
showstoppers seem to 
be quite a craze. I always 
enjoyed my modelling 
days but it was a natural 
sort of evolution after 
about eight to ten years 
of walking the runway. To 
want to experiment, do 
films and making films is 
my passion.”

IANS 5.30 PM ALPHA (Eng) 2D

12:00 PM,  8:00 PM
HAPPY PHIR 

BHAGJAYEGI (Hindi) 

3:00 PM
GENIUS (Hindi) 

TICKET RATES
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NASA’s Spitzer telescope 
completes 15 yrs in space

This smartphone app can help detect irregular heart beat

1-in-6 people check emails while watching TV — Survey

Air pollution can damage your kidneys — Study

Emotional stress key factor for heart attacks in women — Study

Your forehead wrinkles may predict cardiovascular death risk

Low muscle strength linked 
to premature death — Study

Smartphones can soon help 
predict flash floods — Study

How did bird-like 
meat-eating dinosaurs 
lose their fingers?

NASA probe captures first images of asteroid Bennu

Excessive ‘good’ cholesterol can be life threatening — Study
New York, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Contrary to claims that 
good cholesterol is ben-
eficial to the heart, a new 
study has showed that very 
high levels may be associ-
ated with an increased risk 
of heart attack and death.

The findings showed 

that people with high-den-
sity lipoprotein (HDL or 
“good”) cholesterol levels of 
41-60 mg/dl (milligrams per 
decilitre) had the lowest risk 
of heart attack or cardiovas-
cular death. 

However, the risk in-
creased in people with low 

New York, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Individuals with weaker 
muscles do not typically 
live as long as their stronger 
peers, and are 50 per cent 
more likely to die earlier, 
finds a study.

According to research-
ers, muscle strength may 
be an even more important 
predictor of overall health 
and longevity than muscle 
mass.

In addition, hand grip 
strength specifically has 
been found to be inversely 
related to mobility limita-
tions and disability. 

However, despite being 
a relatively simple and cost-
effective test, grip strength 
measurement is not cur-
rently part of most routine 
physicals, they said.

“Maintaining muscle 
strength throughout life-
and especially in later life-is 
extremely important for 
longevity and ageing inde-
pendently,” said lead re-
searcher Kate Duchowny, 

post-doctoral student at the 
University of California-San 
Francisco.

The study, published 
in the Journal of Geron-
tology: Medical Sciences, 
highlights the importance 
of integrating grip strength 
measurements into rou-
tine care-not just for older 
adults but even in midlife. 

“Having hand grip 
strength be an integral part 
of routine care would al-
low for earlier interven-
tions, which could lead to 
increased longevity and 
independence for individu-
als,” Duchowny said. 

For the study, the team 
analysed data of 8,326 men 
and women, aged 65 and 
older.

After adjusting for so-
cio-demographic factors, 
chronic health conditions 
and smoking history, the 
results showed that people 
with low muscle strength 
are 50 per cent more likely 
to die earlier.

Washington, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
NASA’s Origins, Spectral In-
terpretation, Resource Iden-
tification, Security-Regolith 
Explorer (OSIRIS-REx) space-
craft has captured the first 
glimpse of its distant target 
-- asteroid Bennu -- after 
almost two years of journey.

Launched on Septem-
ber 8, 2016, the OSIRIS-REx, 
which is NASA’s first mission 
to visit a near-Earth aster-
oid, is scheduled to arrive at 
Bennu on December 3. It will 
help unveil the mysteries of 
our solar system’s formation, 
the US space agency said in a 
statement. 

The spacecraft’s PolyCam 

camera obtained the image 
from a distance of 1.4 mil-
lion miles (2.2 million km) or 
almost six times the distance 
between the Earth and the 
Moon, on August 17. 

The cropped set of five 
images were obtained over 
the course of an hour. Bennu 
is visible as a moving object 
against the stars in the con-
stellation Serpens, the state-
ment said.

As OSIRIS-REx approach-
es the asteroid, the spacecraft 
will use its science instru-
ments to gather information 
about Bennu and prepare for 
arrival. 

It will regularly observe 

the area around Bennu to 
search for dust plumes and 
natural satellites and also 
study its light and spectral 
properties.

“Now that OSIRIS-REx 
is close enough to observe 
Bennu, the mission team will 
spend the next few months 
learning as much as possible 
about Bennu’s size, shape, 
surface features, and sur-
roundings before the space-
craft arrives at the asteroid,” 
said Dante Lauretta, OSIRIS-
REx principal investigator at 
the University of Arizona in 
the US. 

After arrival at Bennu, the 
spacecraft will spend the first 

month performing flybys of 
Bennu’s north pole, equator 
and south pole, at distances 
ranging between 11.8 and 4.4 
miles (19 and 7 km) from the 
asteroid. 

The spacecraft will exten-
sively survey the asteroid be-
fore the mission team identi-
fies two possible sample sites, 
which will allow the team to 
pick one for sample collec-
tion, scheduled for July 2020. 

After the sample collec-
tion, the spacecraft will head 
back towards Earth before 
ejecting the “Sample Return 
Capsule” for landing in the 
Utah desert in September 
2023.

New York, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
With smartphones capable 
of measuring atmospheric 
pressure, temperatures and 
humidity, a novel study sug-
gested that the devices may 
one day be able to track 
and anticipate weather pat-
terns that leads to flash 
floods. Researchers noted 
that smartphones can be 
harnessed to forecast flash 
floods as well as other natu-
ral disasters.

“The sensors in our 
smartphones are constantly 
monitoring our environ-
ment including gravity, the 
earth’s magnetic field, at-
mospheric pressure, light 
levels, humidity, temper-
atures, sound levels and 
more,” said lead researcher 
Colin Price, Professor at the 
Tel Aviv University. “Vital 
atmospheric data exists 
today on some 3 to 4 billion 
smartphones worldwide. 
This data can improve our 
ability to accurately forecast 
the weather and other natu-
ral disasters that are taking 
so many lives every year,” 
he added.

In the study, published 
in the Journal of Atmo-
spheric and Solar-Terrestri-
al Physics, the team placed 
four smartphones under 
controlled conditions and 
analysed the data to detect 
phenomena such as “atmo-
spheric tides,” which are 
similar to ocean tides.

They also analysed data 
from a UK-based app called 
WeatherSignal. While the 
smartphones could provide 
real-time weather alerts 
through a feedback loop, 
the public was able to find 
atmospheric data on the 
“cloud” via an application.

This data would then 
be processed into real-time 
forecasts and returned to 
the users with a forecast or 
a warning to those in dan-
ger zones, the researchers 
explained. “We can’t pre-
vent flash floods from hap-
pening, but soon we may 
be able to use the public’s 
smartphone data to gener-
ate better forecasts and give 
these forecasts back to the 
public in real time via their 
phones,” Price noted.

Johannesburg, Aug. 24 
(IANS): An international 
team of paleontologists 
have found how a meat-
eating species of dino-
saurs, that share many 
similarities with birds, 
lost their fingers.

The fossil specimens 
of “Xiyunykus pengi” 
and “Bannykus wulaten-
sis”, discovered in China, 
are an enigmatic group 
of theropods known as 
alvarezsaurs.

Their bodies were 
found to be slender, 
with a bird-like skull and 
many small teeth instead 
of the usual large, sharp 
cutting teeth of their 
meat-eating relatives.

“Alvarezsaurs are 
weird animals. With 
their strong, clawed 
hands and weak jaws, 
they appear to be the 
dinosaurian analogue 
to today’s aardvarks and 
anteaters,” said Jonah 
Choiniere, Associate 
Professor at the Wits 
University in South Af-
rica.

However, “the new 
fossils have long arms, 
and show that alva-
rezsaurs evolved short 
arms only later in their 
evolutionary history, in 
species with small body 
sizes. This is quite dif-
ferent to what happens 
in the classic example 

of tyrannosaurs, which 
have short arms and gi-
ant size,” said co-author 
Professor Roger Benson 
from Britain’s Oxford 
University.

According to the 
researchers, the alva-
rezsaurs did not always 
look this way. Early 
members of the group 
had relatively long arms 
with strong-clawed 
hands and typical meat-
eating teeth. Over time, 
they evolved into di-
nosaurs with mole-like 
arms and a single claw.

Bannykus and Xi-
yunykus are important 
because they show 
transitional steps in the 
process of alvarezsaurs 
adapting to new diets, 
the researchers said, 
in the paper published 
in the journal Current 
Biology. The new Alva-
rezsaurian dinosaurs are 
among the most bizarre 
groups of theropods, 
with extremely short, 
robust forelimbs with a 
single functional claw 
and gracile, bird-like 
skulls and hind limbs. 

These specialisations 
have led to a contro-
versy about their phy-
logenetic placement, 
biogeographic history 
and ecological role in 
Mesozoic ecosystems, 
the team noted.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 2 6 
(IANS): NASA’s Spitzer 
Space Telescope, the young-
est member of the “Great 
Observatory” programme, 
has completed 15 years in 
space.

The Great Observa-
tories are four big-ticket 
space telescopes -- Spitzer, 
Hubble Space Telescope, 
the Compton Gamma Ray 
Observatory (CGRO), and 
the Chandra X-ray Obser-
vatory -- designed to view 
the universe in different 
and complementary wave-
lengths of light. 

Launched into solar 
orbit on August 25, 2003, 
Spitzer was initially sched-
uled for a minimum 2.5-
year primary mission.

But the space telescope 
has lasted far beyond its 
expected lifetime, the US 
space agency said in a state-
ment.

“In its 15 years of op-
erations, Spitzer has opened 
our eyes to new ways of 
viewing the universe,” said 
Paul Hertz, director of the 
Astrophysics Division at 
NASA Headquarters 
in Washington. 

“Spitzer’s 
discover-
ies extend 
f r o m 
our own 
p l a n -
e t a r y 
b a c k -
y a r d ,  t o 
p l a n e t s 
a r o u n d 
other stars, 
to the far reaches of the 
universe. And by working 
in collaboration with NASA’s 
other Great Observatories, 
Spitzer has helped scien-
tists gain a more complete 
picture of many cosmic 
phenomena,” he added.

Celebrating Spitzer’s in-
credible discoveries and 
amazing images, NASA 
has also released two new 
multimedia products: The 
NASA Selfies app for iOS 

and Android, and the 
E x o - planet 

Excur-
s i o n s 

V R  E x -
p e r i e n c e 
for Oculus 
a n d  V i v e, 
as well as a 
3 6 0 - v i d e o 

version for 
smartphones, 

the statement 
said. 

Spitzer has logged over 
106,000 hours of obser-
vation time in the past 15 
years. 

It has illuminated some 
of the oldest galaxies in the 
universe, revealed a new 
ring around Saturn, and 

peered through shrouds of 
dust to study newborn stars 
and black holes. 

The space telescope 
also assisted in the discov-
ery of planets beyond our 
solar system, including the 
detection of seven Earth-
size planets orbiting the star 
TRAPPIST-1, among other 
accomplishments.

Spitzer orbits the Sun 
in an Earth-trailing orbit 
(meaning it literally trails 
behind Earth as the planet 
orbits the Sun) and has con-
tinued to fall farther and 
farther behind Earth during 
its lifetime. 

In 2016, Spitzer en-
tered an extended mission 
dubbed “Spitzer Beyond”. 
The spacecraft is currently 
scheduled to continue op-
erations into November 
2019, more than 10 years af-
ter entering its warm phase, 
the statement noted.

London, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Scientists have developed 
a smartphone application 
that can help in screen-
ing for atrial fibrillation -- 
the most common heart 
rhythm disorder.

The disorder leads to an 
irregular, often rapid heart 
rate that commonly causes 
poor blood flow.

It is also behind 20-30 
per cent of all strokes and 
raises the risk of premature 
death, but outlook improves 
dramatically with oral anti-
coagulation therapy. 

The novel app measures 
the heart rhythm using in-

puts of symptoms such as 
heart palpitations, short-
ness of breath or fatigue.

It is to be used by hold-
ing the left index finger in 
front of the smartphone 
camera for one minute.

The app also automati-
cally generates a report, 
along with a copy of the 
rhythm traces as well as 
an interpretation, the re-
searchers said. 

“Most people have a 
smartphone with a camera 
which is all they need to de-
tect atrial fibrillation. This 
is a low-cost way to screen 
thousands of people for a 

condition which is becom-
ing more prevalent and can 
have serious consequences 
unless treated,” said prin-
cipal investigator Pieter 
Vandervoort, Professor at 
the University of Hasselt, 
Belgium.

In the study, the partici-
pants were instructed to use 
their own smartphone to 
measure their heart rhythm 
twice a day for one week. 

The average age of the 
screened population was 
50 years and 58 per cent 
were male. 

A total of 9,889 (80 per 
cent) participants had regu-

lar (sinus) rhythm, 136 (1.1 
per cent) had atrial fibrilla-
tion, 2,111 (17 per cent) had 
other irregular rhythms, 
and 191 (2 per cent) had 
measurements of insuf-
ficient quality for analysis.

“This technology has 
real potential to find people 
with previously unknown 
atrial fibrillation so they 
can be treated,” Vander-
voort noted. 

The results were pre-
sented at the ESC Congress 
2018, the annual confer-
ence of the European So-
ciety of Cardiology in Mu-
nich.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 2 6 
(IANS): Despite the in-
creased intrusion of social 
media in our lives, love for 
emails remains strong with 
60 per cent people checking 
their mail inbox even while 
watching TV, finds a survey.

The “Adobe’s 2018 Con-
sumer Email Survey” found 
that consumers are check-
ing personal email every 
2.5 hours on an average on 
a typical weekday and are 
spending an average of 3.1 
hours checking work email.

Middle-aged people 
(25-34 year old) spend most 
of their time in their inboxes 
-- a whopping 6.4 hours 
per day.

However, young con-
sumers (18-24 year olds) 
spend 5.8 hours, with 81 
per cent being obsessed 
with work email, even on 
vacation. People checked 
personal email while using 
the bathroom (40 per cent), 
talking on the phone (35 per 
cent), working out (16 per 
cent), and even when driv-

ing (14 per cent).
The time spent check-

ing personal email has 
increased by 17 per cent 
year-over-year (YoY), ac-
cording to the fourth annual 
survey of over 1,000 white-
collar workers in the US.  
The reason why email is so 
ingrained in our lives could 
be because its manageable 
-- we can sort, file, filter, and 
generally get things done. 

People are familiar with 
how to make email work, 
and they feel confident 

about the privacy of the 
data, the survey noted.

Email was found to be 
the most preferred channel, 
beating out channels like 
direct mail (20 per cent) and 
social media (7 per cent). 

However, 37 per cent 
of respondents wish that 
emails should be less pro-
motional and more infor-
mational, while 27 per cent 
desire that emails need to 
be personalised according 
to the recipient’s interests, 
the survey said.

New York, Aug. 25 (IANS): Polluted air 
increases the risk of chronic kidney 
disease (CKD) which occurs when a 
person’s kidneys are damaged, or can-
not filter blood properly, researchers 
have found.

The study highlighted that people 
with diabetes, obesity, high blood 
pressure or heart disease are at an in-
creased risk of developing CKD.

Apart from PM2.5, air pollution 
also contains heavy metals such as 
lead, mercury and cadmium -- all of 
which are known to negatively affect 
the kidneys. Researchers from the 
University of Michigan in the US, warn 
high risk patients who live in heavily 

populated areas to recognise the dan-
ger and take precautions.

“Similar to smoking, air pollu-
tion contains harmful toxins that can 
directly affect the kidneys,” said lead 
author Jennifer Bragg-Gresham, from 
the varsity.

“Kidneys have a large volume of 
blood flowing through them, and if 
anything harms the circulatory sys-
tem, the kidneys will be the first to 
sense those effects,” she added.

Previous studies have shown that 
polluted air increases the risk of re-
spiratory problems such as asthma, 
organ inflammation, worsening of 
diabetes and other life-threatening 

conditions.
The new study, published in the 

journal PLOS ONE, examined several 
prior studies on the issue. 

Looking at areas that are heav-
ily polluted versus areas that are less 
polluted, you will find more chronic 
kidney diseases in the heavily polluted 
areas, said co-author Rajiv Saran, ne-
phrologist at the varsity.

“In heavily polluted areas, con-
sider wearing masks that cover your 
nose and mouth, limit hours outside 
and limit long hours commuting to 
work in high traffic as well,” cautioned 
Saran, adding that the risk should be 
taken seriously.

Toronto, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
Emotional stress triggers 
“spontaneous coronary ar-
tery dissection” (SCAD), 
a condition that causes 
around one-third of heart 
attacks in women under 60 
years of age, researchers say.

SCAD occurs when the 
lining of an artery supply-
ing blood to the heart tears 
away from the artery’s outer 
layer. Blood leaks into the 
space between layers and 
forms a clot, which nar-
rows the artery and restricts 
blood flow. 

Symptoms are similar to 
a heart attack and include 
chest pain, rapid heartbeat, 
pain in the arms, shoul-
ders or jaw, and feeling sick, 
short of breath, sweaty, and 

light headed. 
The findings showed 

that emotional stress, oc-
curring in about half of pa-
tients (49 per cent), prior to 
SCAD has proven to be one 
of the major causes of heart 
attack in women.

While in 30 per cent cas-
es, physical stress (in 10 per 
cent this was lifting more 
than 23 kg) occurred before 
SCAD, the most common 
predisposing condition was 
fibromuscular dysplasia (40 
per cent) -- which causes 
abnormal cell development 
in the arteries and can lead 
to narrowing (stenosis), 
aneurysms, or tears (dis-
sections). 

“Emotional stress ap-
pears to be a major trigger 

for SCAD. Fibromusclar 
dysplasia, which is more 
common in women than 
men, also played a major 
role -- it often has no symp-
toms but in some patients 
it causes headaches or a 
swooshing sound in the 
ears called pulsatile tinni-
tus,” said lead investigator 
Jacqueline Saw, Professor 
at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver, 
Canada.

Other predisposing 
conditions were five or 
more pregnancies, being 
peripartum, fertility treat-
ment, systemic inflamma-
tory conditions and con-
nective tissue disorders.

For the study, the team 
examined 750 patients, 

with an average age of 52 
years, with SCAD at 20 cen-
tres in Canada and two 
centres in the US between 
2014 and 2018. 

The main symptom 
was chest pain, which oc-
curred in nine out of ten 
patients. 

On angiography, the 
left anterior descending 
artery was most commonly 
affected (52 per cent), and 
long diffuse narrowing was 
the most common feature 
(called type 2 SCAD; 58 per 
cent).

The results were pre-
sented at the ESC Congress 
2018, the annual confer-
ence of the European So-
ciety of Cardiology in Mu-
nich, Germany.

London, Aug. 26 (IANS): 
The wrinkles on your fore-
head may not be just an 
inevitable consequence of 
ageing, but could also signal 
an early death due to car-
diovascular disease (CVD), 
researchers have warned.

The findings showed 
that increased deep fore-
head wrinkles, more than 
what is typical for their age, 
could be linked to death 
atherosclerosis, or harden-
ing of the arteries due to 
plaque build-up -- a ma-
jor contributor to heart at-

tacks and other CVD events. 
“Forehead wrinkles may be 
a marker of atherosclerosis. 
The higher your wrinkle 
score, the more your car-
diovascular mortality risk 
increases,” said Yolande 
Esquirol, associate profes-
sor at the Centre Hospitalier 
Universitaire de Toulouse, 
France. 

While the furrows in 
the brow are not a better 
method of evaluating heart 
risk than existing methods, 
such as blood pressure and 
lipid profiles, yet they can 

raise a red flag earlier, at a 
simple glance, the research-
ers said.

Changes in collagen 

protein and oxidative stress 
seem to play a part both in 
atherosclerosis and wrin-
kles. Also, blood vessels in 

the forehead are so small 
they may be more sensitive 
to plaque build-up meaning 
wrinkles could one of the 
early signs of vessel ageing, 
they explained.

For the new study, the 
team investigated a dif-
ferent visible marker of 
age -- horizontal forehead 
wrinkles -- to see if they had 
any value in assessing car-
diovascular risk in a group 
of 3,200 working adults. 

A score of zero meant 
no wrinkles while a score 
of three meant “numerous 

deep wrinkles”.
Those who had wrinkle 

scores of two and three had 
almost 10 times the risk of 
dying compared with peo-
ple who had wrinkle scores 
of zero, after adjustments 
for age, gender, education, 
smoking status, blood pres-
sure, heart rate, diabetes 
and lipid levels.

The results were pre-
sented at the ESC Con-
gress 2018, the annual con-
ference of the European 
Society of Cardiology in 
Munich.

levels (less than 41 mg/dl) as 
well as very high levels (greater 
than 60 mg/dl) of HDL cho-
lesterol.

People with HDL choles-
terol levels greater than 60 
mg/dl had a nearly 50 per cent 
increased risk of dying from a 
cardiovascular cause or hav-
ing a heart attack compared 
to those with HDL cholesterol 
levels 41-60 mg/dl.

“It may be time to change 
the way we view HDL choles-
terol. Traditionally, physicians 
have told their patients that 
the higher your ‘good’ cho-
lesterol, the better,” said Marc 
Allard-Ratick, from the Emory 
University in Atlanta, US.

“However, the results from 
this study and others suggest 
that this may no longer be the 
case,” he added.

The bad effects of very high 

HDL cholesterol were consis-
tent even after controlling oth-
er risk factors for heart disease 
such as diabetes, smoking, and 
low-density lipoprotein (LDL 
or “bad”) cholesterol, as well as 
other factors such as alcohol 
intake, race, and sex.

HDL cholesterol has been 
considered “good” because 
the HDL molecule is involved 
in the transport of cholesterol 
from the blood and blood 
vessel walls to the liver and 
ultimately out of the body, 
thereby reducing the risk of 
clogged arteries and athero-
sclerosis, the researchers ex-
plained. 

The study investigated the 
relationship between HDL 
cholesterol levels and the risk 
of heart attack and death in 
5,965 individuals, most of 
whom had heart disease. 
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The champions of the inter-school foot tournament, St. Francis De Sales Higher Secondary School, and 
officials of the MTSU pose for a photograph after the prize distribution ceremony at the Medziphema 
local ground on Aug. 25.

Players of Six Kings pose for a group photograph after receiving their 
prize at Thizama on Saturday.

Indian athlete Hima Das celebrates after winning the silver medal in 
the women's 400m final in the athletics track event at the 18th Asian 
Games 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sun. Aug. 26.

PTI

Indian athlete Yahiya Muhammed Anas poses for photographs after 
winning the silver medal in the men's 400m final athletics event at 
the 18th Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sun. Aug. 26.

PTI

Silver medal winner Indian athlete Dutee Chand at the medal 
ceremony of the women's 100m final track event at the 18th Asian 
Games 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sun. Aug. 26.

PTI

Watford's Jose Holebas, left, celebrates scoring his side's second goal 
against Crystal Palace at Vicarage Road, Watford in England on Sun. 
Aug. 26.

AP/PTI

Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel of Germany, right, kisses the trophy on the podium after winning the 
Belgian Formula One Grand Prix in Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium on Sun. Aug. 26. Second-placed 
Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain, left, looks on.

AP/PTI

Hima shatters national record for 2nd time to win 
silver in 400m; Anas second in men's event

Medal standings

Dutee clinches silver in 100m dash

Inter-school football tournament 
at Medziphema concludes

Six Kings win open penalty shootout 
NSF Martyrs’ Memorial 
Trophy from Sep. 20

KTC Cup to begin from today 

Vettel cuts Hamilton's championship lead with Spa victory

Pereyra stars again; Watford tops Palace 2-1 for 3rd EPL win
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Jakarta, Aug. 26 (PTI): Hima 
Das shattered the 400m 
national record for a second 
time in two days for a silver 
while Muhammed Anas 
grabbed the second place in 
the same event for men on 
another good day for India's 
track and field athletes in 
the Asian Games here today.

The silver medal each 
from Hima and Anas was on 
expected lines as the gold 
winners in their respective 
events were outright pre-
race favourites. 

Long distance Govin-
dan Lakshmanan crossed 
the finishing line at third 
in men's 10,000m race 
but was later disqualified 
under IAAF 163.3b (lane 
infringement). He was ini-
tially shown to have clocked 
29:44.91. India's new track 
sensation, Hima clocked 
50.59 seconds to win the sil-
ver, behind Bahrain's Salwa 
Naser who won the gold in 
a new Games record time of 
50.09 seconds.

Hima, the reigning Un-
der-20 world champion, 
had qualified for the final 
with a national record time 
of 51.00 seconds yesterday, 
bettering the 14-year-old 
mark set by Manjeet Kaur 
(51.05) in Chennai in 2004, 
and she today bettered it 

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 78 59 37 174
Japan 40 34 48 122

South Korea 27 30 37 94
IR Iran 14 14 12 40
Indonesia 12 13 25 50
DPR Korea 11 5 7 23
Thailand 9 9 31 49
Chinese Taipei 8 11 14 33
India 7 10 19 36
Uzbekistan 6 11 10 27
Kazakastan 5 8 28 41
Bahrain 4 3 2 9
Hongkong 3 7 15 25
UAE 3 6 3 12
Mongolia 3 2 5 10
Philippines 3 0 10 13
Kyrgyzstan 2 5 9 16
Malaysia 2 5 5 12
Singapore 2 2 9 13
Jordan 2 1 7 10
Cambodia 2 0 1 3
Kuwait 2 0 0 2
Vietnam 1 7 12 20
Macau, China 1 2 1 4

Qatar 1 2 1 4

Lebanon 1 1 2 4
Iraq 1 1 0 2
Korea              1 0 1 2
Lao PDR 0 1 2 3
Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3
Saudi Arabia 0 1 1 2
Myanmar 0 0 2 2
Pakistan 0 0 2 2
Afghanistan 0 0 1 1

again.
Naser, the Nigerian-

born 2017 World Cham-
pionships silver medallist 
and winner of four legs of 
Diamond League Series this 
year, did not have to exert 
much in the end to clinch 
the goal. Another Indian in 
the women's 400m final, 
Nirmala Sheoran finished 

fourth in 52.96.
It was India's first medal 

in women's 400m since 
Manjeet Kaur won a silver at 
the 2006 Doha edition.

Asian champion Anas 
settled with a silver in the 
men's 400m final as he 
timed 45.69 seconds, be-
hind Asian season leader 
and 2017 World Champion-

ships bronze medallist Has-
san Abdalelah of Qatar, who 
clocked in 44.89 seconds. 

Anas, who holds the na-
tional record of 45.24, had 
clocked 45.30 in the prelimi-
nary heats.

Arokia Rajiv finished 
fourth by clocking 45.84 
which was better than his 
semifinals (46.08) timing.

"I don't know what hap-
pened to me in the final. I 
could have run better but I 
am happy with silver," said 
and out-of-breath Anas.

"I had aimed for a medal 
at the Asian Games and 
I have achieved that. Ab-
dalelah won easily. I will 
see viedo to analyse what 
went wrong," the Kerala 

Jakarta, Aug. 26 (PTI): 
Star Indian sprinter Dutee 
Chand clinched a silver in 
women's 100m dash in the 
18th Asian Games to win 
the country's first medal in 
20 years in this event here 
today.

Running in lane num-
ber 7, Dutte clocked 11.32 
seconds, a tad below her 
national record of 11.29 
seconds. Odiong Edidiong 
of Bahrain won the gold in 
11.30 while Wei Yongli of 
China took the bronze in 
11.33 in a close finish.

The 22-year-old from 
Odisha was taking part in 
his first Asian Games. She 
was suspended by the IAAF 
in 2014 under its hyperan-
drogenism policy but she 
filed an appealed before 
the Court of Arbitration for 
Sports and won it.

athlete said and dedicated 
his medal to people back 
home, who are struggling 
with a devastating flood.

Anas said he may pull 
out of men's 200m event to 
prepare for the newly-in-
troduced 400m mixed relay.

In men's long jump, 
Murali Sreeshankar fin-
ished sixth with a best ef-
fort of 7.95m. Meanwhile, 
Dutee Chand qualified for 
the women's 100m final by 
clocking 11.43 in semifinal 
1. She finished third behind 
Olga Safronova (11.42) and 
Bahrain's Hajar Alkhaldi 
(11.42). Hajar pipped Dutee 
for the second spot in a 
photo-finish after finishing 
the dash with same timing.

The timing was slower 
than her semifinal (11.38) 
and her own national record 
(11.29). 

Asian Championship 
silver medallist Anu Ragha-
van qualified for the final of 
the women's 400m hurdles 
final. The 25-year-old from 
Kerala was third fastest in 
Heat 2 and also overall third 
with a timing of 56.77.

Joining her in the final 
was compatriot Jauna Mur-
mu (59.20) as the last best 
loser. Anu had won a silver 
at the Asian Championship 
held in Bhubaneswar.

Recently, under a re-
vised rule of the IAAF, Dutee 
was left outside the purview 
of the hyperandrogenism 
policy which gave her lib-

erty to pursue her career. 
India's last medal in this 

event was the bronze won 
by Rachita Mistry in 1998 
Asian Games.

Kohima, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
Six Kings team emerged 
as the champions of open 
penalty shoot-out held in 
aid of urban mission under 
the theme, "shooting for the 
higher goals," on Aug. 25 in 
Thizama.

The champions team 
Six Kings received cash 
prize of INR 35,000 while 
the runners-up Aces team 
received INR 25000. 

The event was organised 
by the youth department of 
Police Baptist Church, 4th 
NAP Battalion Thizama. 17 
teams participated in the 
event.

Spa-Francorchamps (Bel-
gium), Aug. 26 (AFP): Sebas-
tian Vettel trimmed Lewis 
Hamilton's championship 
lead by seven points on 
Sunday as he steered his 
Ferrari to a convincing vic-
tory in a crash-hit Belgian 
Grand Prix.

Hamilton, who started 
from a Belgian record fifth 
pole position, came home 
a well-beaten second for 
Mercedes, having been un-
able to threaten his Ger-
man rival, who notched his 
third win at the majestic 
Ardennes circuit and Fer-
rari's first since 2009.

It was Vettel's fifth win 
this season, equalling Ham-
ilton's tally, and the 52nd of 
his career, surpassing the 51 
of four-time world champi-
on Alain Prost, and achieved 
with reasonable ease as he 
came home 11.061 seconds 
ahead of the Briton.

"More wins than Alain? 
Whoah," said Vettel. "I was 
lucky with the traffic today 

Kohima, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The Angami Students’ 
Union (ASU) will be orga-
nising the 19th NSF Martyrs’ 
Memorial Trophy at the 
Kohima local ground from 
Sep. 20 to Oct. 21. 

Meanwhile, the or-
ganising committee is all 
set to give away attractive 
prizes with trophy and cita-
tions along with big cash 
amounting to INR 5 lakh for 
the tournament champion, 
runners-up, losing semi fi-
nalists and quarter finalists 
besides individual prizes in 
various disciplines. 

ASU information & pub-
licity secretary Avizo Lcho 

informed all the interested 
teams/clubs and enthusi-
astic players from within 
and outside the state to 
start their preparations for 
partaking in the month long 
soccer tournament.

Entry forms for the tour-
nament will be made avail-
able from Aug. 27 at the 
following outlets.
Kohima: Sports Paradise 
Mulüo Market Kezieke 
#09402211604.
Dimapur: Master Graphix 
Super Market near Hotel 
Saramati #09774532237.

Last date for submission 
of entry form has been fixed 
on Sep. 15.

Kohima, Aug. 26 (EMN): The Kohima Town 
Club Cup organised by Kohima Town Club 
will begin from Aug. 27 at the Kohima local 
ground. The tournament will conclude on 
Aug. 31. 

Ziekiezuo SC will play against Twenty 
XI Viswema in the first match on Monday.

The winner will then take on KFL cham-
pions Sechu Zubza in the semi-final match 
on Aug. 29. 

United 16 will take on New Market FC 
and Vanguard FC against Khriekesa FC on 
Aug. 28. The winner of both the match will 

then play their semifinal match on Aug. 29. 
It may be mentioned that all the seven 

Kohima Football League playing teams 
will be participating in the KTC Cup. The 
champion of the KFL was given a walk-over 
for the semi-final round.  

The other six teams will play in the first 
round, wherein, the three winning teams 
will join the KFL champions in the round 
of semifinal. 

The winner of the KTC cup will walk 
home with a cash prize of INR 30,000 and 
the runners-up will receive INR 20,000.

Dimapur, Aug. 26 (EMN): 
The 6th edition of inter-
school football tournament 
organised by the Medziphe-
ma Town Students' Union 
(MTSU) concluded at the 
Medziphema local ground 
on Sat. Aug. 25.

The MTSU issued a 
press release on Sun. Aug. 
26 through its sports secre-
tary and information and 
publicity secretary.

St. Francis De Sales 
Higher Secondary School 

emerged as the champi-
ons, defeating Government 
Higher Secondary School 
Team A by a margin of 2-1.

Earlier in the day, an ex-
hibition match was played 
between Teachers XI and 
Research Scholars, SASRD 
NU.
Following are the individual 
and group prizes award:

1. Player of the tourna-
ment - Vimegolie of King 

David School
2. Highest scorer - Lettinsei 

Singson of Modern Chris-
tian School

3. Best defender - Thang-
minlun of Modern Chris-

tian School
4. Best goalkeeper - Dzie-

sengulie of SFSHSS
5. Best coach - Along 

Kichu of Modern Christian 
School

6. Best disciplined team - 
Chakhro Baptist Mission 

School
7. Best war cry - King David 

School

and I could see that Lewis 
eased off for the final 15 
laps."

"He drove past me like 
I wasn't even there on the 
straight," said Hamilton. 

"They've got some trick 
things going on in that car 
and we have got to just keep 
working."

Local hero Max Verstap-
pen finished third for Red 

Bull ahead of Valtteri Bottas, 
who started from the ninth 
row of the grid in the second 
Mercedes, and Sergio Perez 
in the leading 'new' Force 
India.

Watford (England), Aug. 
26 (AP): Watford pulled 
off something of a coup in 
2016 in persuading Roberto 
Pereyra to swap potential 
Champions League glory 
with Juventus for life at a 
midtable Premier League 
side.

Two years later, the Eng-
lish club is starting to get a 
strong return for its invest-
ment.

Pereyra scored his third 
goal in three games this 
season to help Watford 
beat Crystal Palace 2-1 on 
Sunday, keeping up its 100 
percent start to the Premier 
League.

It is only the fourth time 
in Watford's 137-year his-
tory that the team has won 

Frenchman Esteban 
Ocon, whose future is un-
certain following Canadian 
billionaire Lawrence Stroll's 
takeover of Force India, 
came home sixth ahead of 
Frenchman Romain Gros-
jean and his Haas team-
mate Kevin Magnussen.

R e d  B u l l - b o u n d 
Frenchman Pierre Gasly of 
Toro Rosso finished ninth 
ahead of Swede Marcus 
Ericsson.

The race began with a 
dramatic first-lap collision 
involving German Nico 
Hulkenberg of Renault 
and the retiring Fernando 
Alonso, whose McLaren 
was sent spiralling airborne 
over the halo-fitted cockpit 
of Charles Leclerc's Sauber.

None of the drivers 
were injured, but all were 
forced out of the race, along 
with Renault-bound Daniel 
Ricciardo of Red Bull and 
luckless Finn Kimi Raik-
konen in the second Fer-
rari, who had also collided.

its first three games of a 
league season, and the first 
time in the Premier League.

Pereyra, who scored 
twice in the 2-0 opening-
weekend win over Brighton, 

received the ball on the left, 
cut inside and curled a low 
shot into the corner to put 
Watford ahead against Pal-
ace in the 53rd minute.

Jose Holebas added a 
second for Watford in the 
71st when what appeared to 
be an attempted cross from 
the left drifted into the top 
corner of the net.

Wilfried Zaha reduced 
the deficit in the 78th with 
his second goal of the sea-
son for Palace and the visi-
tors nearly snatched a point, 
with Joel Ward heading wide 
from close range from a 
corner with almost the last 

touch of a game played in 
wet and slippery conditions.

Watford joined Liver-
pool in securing nine points 
from its first three games 
and Pereyra is a big reason 
for it, having scored only 
seven goals in his first two 
seasons at the club located 
just north of London.

Now over injury prob-
lems that have affected 
his time at Vicarage Road, 
Pereyra is showing the qual-
ities that saw him play in the 
Champions League final for 
Juventus in 2015 and win 
back-to-back Italian league 
titles with the Turin club.


