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Move aims to reduce regional imbalance in healthcare and tertiary sectors 

ENtErtaiNmENt

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 25: In what 
may be seen as a move to 
boost the public health-
care system in the country, 
Union Health Minister J P 
Nadda on Monday said that 
22 new All India Institute 
of Medical Science (AIIMS) 
would be set up across the 
country, which would re-
duce regional imbalance in 
the healthcare sector.

AIIMS is a group of au-
tonomous public medical 
colleges known for impart-
ing quality higher educa-
tion. It has been declared an 
institute of national impor-
tance by an Act of the Parlia-
ment. There are seven such 
colleges (functional) cur-
rently and the Delhi AIIMS, 
which was established in 
1956, is the forerunner.

Addressing the first 
convocation of the Bhu-
baneswar AIIMS Nadda said 
that the central government 
was planning to expand 
medical education.

"Twenty-two new AIIMS 
are coming up across the 
country under the Pradhan 
Mantri Swasthya Surakhya 
Yojana to reduce regional 
imbalance in the health-
care and tertiary fields," PTI 
quoted Nadda as having 
told the gathering at the 
Bhubaneswar AIIMS.

The minister said there 
is shortage of skilled hu-
man resource in the health 
sector, which is why the 
government has been em-
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phasising on highest stand-
ards of medical education 
in the country, and that 
“the quality of graduating 
doctors and specialists that 
will determine the quality 
of services in the country 
for generations to come.” 
He said that the govern-
ment had taken measures 
including increasing the 
retirement age of doctors 
to 65 years; setting up more 
medical institutions and 
nursing schools; upgrading 
70 medical colleges, and 
increasing postgraduate 
seats by over 8,500 and un-
dergraduate seats by over 
16,000 since 2014.

"We are expanding the 
network of our medical col-
leges in a big way by up-
grading 58 district hospitals 
to medical colleges. Twenty-
four new medical colleges 
have been announced in 

this year's budget. Twenty 
state cancer institutes and 
50 tertiary cancer care cen-
tres are also being set up," 
he said.

Inviting the doctors and 
faculty of the institution to 
join his ministry and the 
government in achieving 
the commitment to provide 
healthcare access to every-
one, Nadda said no patient 
should be denied medical 
treatment because of pov-
erty or them belonging to 
the lower strata of society.

"My message to the 
graduating students on 
this occasion is that you 
should always keep in mind 
that medicine is not just a 
profession, but a vocation. 
Never forget your human-
ity, or that of your patients" 
he said.

The Health minister also 
said that efforts would be 

made to retain students 
graduating from AIIMS 
through campus recruit-
ment with an aim to keep 
the best minds of the insti-
tutes.

“Honoured to have at-
tended the 1st convocation 
ceremony of AIIMS, Bhu-
baneshwarin the gracious 
presence of hon'ble Vice 
President Venkaiah Naidu ji. 
I congratulate the students 
who have received their 
degrees today & special 
commendation to winners 
of awards of excellence,” 
Nadda tweeted after attend-
ing the function. 

Nadda and Vice-Pres-
ident of India M Venkaiah 
Naidu also dedicated the 
foundation for two build-
ings namely a 560-bed night 
shelter funded by the Na-
tional Aluminium Com-
pany Limited (Nalco) to be 

built with a budget of INR 
26 crore, and a burns treat-
ment centre at the cost of 
Rs 14.82 crore funded by 
the NTPC. Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, Odisha 
Governor Ganeshi Lal and 
Odisha's Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Pratap Jena 
also attended the convoca-
tion.

The country currently 
has seven functional AIIMS 
institutes: AIIMS Delhi in 
New Delhi; AIIMS Bhopal 
in Madhya Pradesh; AIIMS 
Bhubaneswar in Odisha; 
AIIMS Jodhpur in Rajas-
than; AIIMS Patna in Bihar; 
AIIMS Raipur in Chhattis-
garh; and AIIMS Rishikesh 
in Uttarakhand. 

Besides the existing Del-
hi AIIMS, the government of 
India announced six AIIMS-
like institutions in Bhopal, 
Jodhpur, Patna, Rishikesh, 
Bhubaneswar and Raipur 
in 2012. Three more such 
institutions namely Guntur 
AIIMS, Nagpur AIIMS and 
Raebareli AIIMS, were add-
ed to the list in 2018 but they 
are not yet fully functional.

The Narendra Modi-
led NDA government had 
earlier announced that 12 
AIIMS institutions would set 
up in Mangalagiri, Nagpur, 
Gorakhpur, Kalyani, Assam, 
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, 
Tamil Nadu, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Bihar, Gujarat and 
Jharkhand. 

(With inputs from PTI)

Naga Hoho, UNC joint statement is 
‘intimidation and arrogant’ – NTC 
Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): The Naga-
land Tribes Council (NTC) has taken 
umbrage at the reported warning 
issued jointly by the Naga Hoho and 
the United Naga Council (UNC) dur-
ing a joint meeting on the Indo-Naga 
peace process on August 23 at the 
TNK community hall, in Senapati of 
Manipur. 

The two organisations had cau-
tioned any Naga elected representa-
tive, political leader, political party, 
'un-mandated or unauthorised Naga 
individual or group’ not to attend or 
participate in any assembly or meeting 
that would ‘sabotage’ the Indo-Naga 
peace process; and anyone defying the 
‘Naga political principle and its posi-
tion’ would be treated as anti-national 
and their entry into Naga territory 
banned.

The NTC issued a statement on 
Saturday stating: “Firstly, pertaining to 
jurisdiction of UNC, it is the exclusive 
umbrella organisation of the Nagas of 
Manipur and it has no authority over 
the Nagas outside of Manipur state. 

“Secondly, though Naga Hoho is 
supposed to be the apex organisation 
of all the Nagas irrespective of territo-
rial barriers. Yet, ENPO is outside the 
purview of Naga Hoho. Besides, today 

the members of CNTC (Central Na-
galand Tribes Council) comprising of 
(sic) major tribes had opted out from 
Naga Hoho and adding to that some 
of those tribal hohos remaining under 
Naga Hoho seemed to have distanced 
from active participation under the 
present leadership for reasons better 
known to them.”

In light of those “factual position,” 
the NTC contended that ‘issuing such 
questionable warning to Naga people 
in general by no other than UNC, a 
mere unit of Naga Hoho, and Naga 
Hoho which has been under severe 
test itself presently is wrongly timed.’

“The NTC questions as to what 
would these two organizations like 
to consider a parameter by which an 
act of an individual or an organisation 
is to be known as ‘sabotage’ to peace 
process? Secondly, what do these two 
organisations mean by ‘un-mandated 
or unauthorised’ relating to pursuance 
of Naga political issue? Which group 
or which individual do they believe to 
be the mandated and authorised and 
who is/are not? 

“Thirdly, UNC/Naga Hoho should 
have lucidly defined the ‘Naga politi-
cal principle’ for clarity sake.  Fourthly, 
to these two organisations what is 

the parameter by which an act of one 
is considered to be the ‘defiance’ of 
Naga political principle? Also, how 
would these two organisations adopt 
mechanism to banish a defaulter (anti-
national) and then enforce banning 
him/her from ‘entry into Naga terri-
tory’?” the NTC queried. 

According to the organisation, the 
people of Nagaland have ‘sufficiently 
faced bombardments of intimidations 
and threats to individuals and organi-
sations particularly from NNPGs’ in 
the past. “We have learnt adequate 
lessons of how self-destructive were 
fratricidal killings and intergroup 
confrontations. Should there be any 
necessity for the Nagas to bridge and 
sort out anything in regard to com-
mon interest, there are always enough 
rooms and opportunities for such 
exercises for betterments. 

“The common concern at the 
moment is to work out a mechanism 
through which everyone is taken on 
board towards an inclusive solution.  
Whereas, the joint statement in ques-
tion is found to be more of intimida-
tion and arrogance than of matured 
opinion befitting the prevailing situ-
ation. It is unbecoming of UNC and 
Naga Hoho to take Nagas for granted.”

Attached teachers: Will name and shame 
those not willing to detach – ANCSU  
Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): The All Naga-
land College Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
has again threatened to expose in no 
time “those teachers unwilling to return 
to their respective institutions” from 
their current assignments of being 
attached to ‘VVIPs, VIPs, directorate, 
DEOs, SDEOs’ and other missions.

In a statement that was issued 
on Saturday, the union asked the 
Nagaland government to deny those 
teachers’ salary and take necessary 
action against them. “The ANCSU 
warns that it has full list and reports 
of the attached, deputed teachers and 
those self styled (sic) teachers to VVIPs, 
VIPs, directorate, DEOs, SDEOs and 
deputed to other missions.”  

It has also warned the Kohima 
district administration that the union 
shall not ‘accept any manipulation’ in 

the land survey. “Meanwhile the state 
government has assured to set up a 
separate nodal cell for implementing 
all kind of scholarships and has asked 
for 3 months to bring out a report on 
all land encroachment/dispute issues 
belonging to government colleges/
institutions. The ANCSU is optimistic 
that the state government will in true 
spirit strictly abide by its assurance 
given. 

“The All Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union stands firm in its earlier 
demand for setting up of scholarship 
cell for implementing all kind of schol-
arships schemes. The state govern-
ment may also take measures to dis-
burse the full amount of scholarships 
to the beneficiaries. The students’ 
community shall not acknowledge any 
kind of justifications on partial pay-

ment of scholarships,” the statement 
read. It asked the state government to 
make alternative arrangements to pay 
it in full. 

“The ANCSU also keeps its agita-
tion on abeyance until the expiry of 
the time given by the state government 
for necessary actions and implemen-
tations. The ANCSU appreciates the 
directive given by the chief minister’s 
office to the concerned district admin-
istrations and concerned departments 
(sic) to submit reports on the issues 
within stipulated time as directed. 

“While anticipating for serious 
concern and positive outcome of the 
assurance given, the union also im-
press upon the government that the 
college’s students will not remain silent 
failing on the part of the state govern-
ment to address its genuine issues.” 

Editors Guild condemns court restraining 
media from reporting on shelter abuse case
New Delhi, Aug. 25 (PTI): The Editors Guild 
of India today condemned a Patna High 
Court order restraining the media from re-
porting on the probe into the Muzaffarpur 
shelter abuse case and appealed to its and 
the Supreme Court's chief justices to review 
the decision.

In a statement, the media body said 
such restrictions on reporting on matters of 
public importance are counterproductive 
as it decried the recent growing trend of 
courts issuing such restraint orders on the 
media that undermine one of the pillars of 
democracy.

The guild is distressed to note that the 
court, instead of protecting media freedom, 
has issued an order that has effectively 
curbed it, it said.

"It condemns such orders as it be-
lieves that such restrictions on reporting 
on investigations into a matter of public 

importance are counterproductive," the 
statement said.

"It also appeals to the Chief Justices of 
the Supreme Court of India and the Patna 
High Court to review the restraint order and 
uphold the principles of a free media and 
democracy," it added, expressing its deep 
concern over the order.

It noted that a verbal order issued by 
the division bench of Chief Justice Mukesh 
R Shah and Justice Ravi Ranjan on August 
23 had said that till the investigation into 
the shelter case was completed, all the print 
and electronic media were restrained from 
reporting anything with respect to the case, 
more particularly with respect to the inves-
tigation already undertaken or which was 
likely to take place.

The bench had claimed that reporting 
on the matter could seriously hamper the 
investigation of the case.

Demand for NRC gaining momentum in Tripura
Agartala, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
After Assam, an agitation 
for the National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) is gain-
ing momentum in Tripura 
with the state's oldest tribal 
based party, the Indigenous 
Nationalist Party of Tripura 
(INPT), on Saturday hold-
ing a demonstration here 
asking for its introduction 
in the BJP ruled state.

On Thursday, the In-
digenous People's Front of 
Tripura (IPFT), the junior 
partner of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP), organised a 
huge public gathering over 
its demands for a separate 
state and introduction of 
the NRC in Tripura.

A rival faction of the 
IPFT - IPFT (Tipraha) -- also 
held a sit-in demonstration 
on the same issues two days 
back.

"We have held a demon-

stration with more than one 
thousand tribal men and 
women here today (Satur-
day) to press our nine-point 
demands. Of the demands, 
introduction of the NRC in 
Tripura and more constitu-
tional power to the TTAADC 
(Tripura Tribal Areas Auton-
omous District Council) are 
the main demands," INPT 
General Secretary Jagadhish 
Debbarma told the media.

He said that INPT's oth-
er demands include with-
drawal of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, 
introduction of inner-line 
permit in the TTAADC ar-
eas and inclusion of tribals' 
Kokborok language in the 
8th Schedule of the Consti-
tution.

"To press our demands, 
a delegation of INPT leaders 
would soon go to New Delhi 
to meet the Registrar Gener-

al of India and central min-
isters and would apprise 
them about our demands," 
the tribal leader said.

Another tribal based 
party National Conference 
of Tripura is also demand-
ing introduction of the NRC 
in Tripura and withdrawal 
of the Bill.

Introduced in the Lok 
Sabha in 2016, the Bill seeks 
to enable Hindus, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians who fled to India 
from Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh without 
valid travel documents or 
those whose valid docu-
ments expired in recent 
years to acquire Indian citi-
zenship through the proc-
ess of naturalisation.

Many parties in the 
northeastern region are also 
opposing the Bill, which is 
now under the scrutiny of 

a Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee.

All the tribal-based par-
ties in the state are agitating 
for an NRC updation exer-
cise in the state with 1951 as 
the cut-off year.

The INPT, to highlight 
its demands, had earlier 
sought permission from the 
police to hold a demonstra-
tion in Agartala since June 
28, but the police refused 
to give consent forcing the 
party to move the High 
Court, which on August 13 
allowed it to organise the 
sit-in demonstrations.

The BJP's junior ally 
IPFT has been agitating 
since 2009 for a separate 
state to be carved out by 
upgrading the TTAADC, 
which has a jurisdiction 
over two-thirds of the state's 
10,491 sq km area, home to 
over 12,16,000 people. 

Over 100 children suffer from unidentified 
disease in Myanmar’s Naga region

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 25: Myan-
mar’s ministry of Health, 
Infectious Diseases Eradi-
cation department, says 
that over 100 children in 
Don Hee Town, Nan Yun 
township, of the Naga Au-
tonomous Administrative 
Area are being treated for 
an unidentified disease, ac-
cording to Myanmar-based 
news portal Mizzima.

The outbreak was first 
picked up in early August, 
reports said. The main area 
is said to be Don Hee town, 
and Wan Dote village. 

‘According to the latest 
available information, over 
100 have been infected with 
this disease. We cannot say 
exactly yet what happened 
in this area. A field medical 

team is going to that area 
and they are on their way. 
The sub-township medical 
officer from the nearby area 
has reached there but we 
have not received yet any 
detailed information. This 
area is remote and far-flung 
area so that we cannot get 
yet detailed information on 
this disease,’ according to a 
health department official.

Symptoms of this dis-
ease were fever, reddish eye, 
and rashes on the skin.

Chairman of Don Hee 
Town Naga Culture Asso-
ciation, John Shan, said that 
most of the children who 
were infected are from the 
kindergarten to grade-6 age 
group.

“They have swollen fac-
es and throats. Their eyes 

are yellowish and reddish. 
Over 100 or 200 children 
have been infected. Some 
could have been treated 
and some are in recurrent 
of being infected but there 
is no report of deaths with 
this disease in Don Hee. 
They come to hospital for 
treatment daily. About 20 
or about 30 patients visit 
the hospital daily. Most of 
them are students,” John 
Shan said.

It is learned that doctors 
from the Sagaing Health 
department besides local 
doctors from Don Hee sub-
township hospital are on a 
field trip in this area. 

In 2016, 80 people died 
of measles and other infec-
tious diseases in Nan Yun 
and Lahe townships.

A woman selects 'Rakhi' at a market on the eve of Raksha Bandhan festival in Agra on Saturday, Aug 25, 2018.
PTI
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Leaders from the Gorkha community in Kohima pose for a photograph during their observation of martyrs day.

Participants of the 2nd inter-school quiz competition at Hollotoli School in Dimapur on Aug. 25.

Officials and members of Slaab seen here during their first meeting, on Aug. 24 in Kohima.

D i m a p u r, A u g u s t  2 5 
(EMN): The State Agricul-
tural Management and Ex-
tension Training Institute 
(Sameti) conducted two-
day training programme 
on “Mainstreaming gender 
and women empowerment 
for agriculture develop-
ment,” at its training hall 
in Medziphema on Aug. 23 
and the 24th. 

The training was carried 
out for the Atma function-
aries.

According to a press 
note from the director of 
Sameti, Dr. I Amenla, the 
training was conducted 
with an aim to sensitise 
extension agents on gender 
issues and also about the 
role women play in agri-
culture. Resource persons 

during the training were 
Dr. KK Jha, professor and 
head at Sameti; Dr. J Long-
kumer, professor from the 
department of Agricultural 
Extension, NU; A Sungjem-
kala Lemtur, trainer from 
the department of Women 
Resource Development, 
Kohima; and Dr. I Amenla, 
director of Sameti. 

The updates stated that 
the training programme 
covered topics on gender 
sensitization, entrepre-
neurship development 
among rural women, mo-
bilisation of women re-
sources, role of women 
in agriculture, SHG — an 
approach for eliminating 
poverty through women 
empowerment and Naga-
land state draft policy for 

empowerment of women 
2013. It informed that prac-
tical exercises on all the top-
ics were conducted. 

According to the up-
dates, during the valedicto-
ry function, Amenla spoke 
about the importance of 
starting gender sensitisa-
tion at the home front, 
where there should be no 
disparity in the field of edu-
cation and decision making 
between the girl and boy 
child. She concluded by 
stating that men ought to 
be sensitised about gender 
issues too so as to become 
more sensitive to such is-
sues, while women need 
to break out of traditional 
stronghold and work to-
wards empowering them-
selves in different fields.

D i m a p u r,  A u g .  2 5 
(EMN): The Child Wel-
fare Committee (CWC) 
of Mon in collaboration 
with the Mon Area Pro-
gram, World Vision In-
dia, conducted a semi-
nar on Child Rights and 
Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act 
(POCSO) Act of 2012, on 
Aug. 24 at the Longri Me-
morial Hall in Mon town.

The chairperson of 
the Nagaland State Com-
mission for Protection of 
Child Rights (NSCPCR), 
Awan Konyak, said eve-
ryone is responsible to 
ensure the basic needs 
of children for them to 
have a safe and normal 
childhood. As stakehold-
ers, she said, one need to 
coordinate vertically at 
national level and hori-
zontally at state level to 
ensure child wellbeing. 

The deputy commis-
sioner of Mon, K Thava-
seelan, appreciated the 
services of all stakehold-
ers working for the well-
being of the children. He 
urged the organisers to 
identify the children in 
distress and help them.

District child protec-
tion officer of Mon, Sam-
uel Kapu, spoke about 
Child Rights while Y 
Nockyam Wangnao, and 
CWC member spoke on 
POCSO Act. 

Village level child 
protection committee 
members, ward level 
child protection com-
mittee members, Kon-
yak Students’ Union, 
John 3: 16, Langsa Hill 
Children Home, KBBB 
leaders, DWO officials, 
DCPU, Red Cross Society 
and CWC attended the 
program.

D i m a p u r,  A u g .  2 5 
(EMN): Rajeshwari Karu-
na School Tuli organised 
two-day revival camp on 
Augu. 24 and 25th for the 
students on the theme 
“Journey with Jesus.” 

A k u m t o n g  A m e r, 
proprieter of Ebenezer 
Orphanage Home Di-
mapur was the resource 
person for the camp. 

The school informed 
that the main aim for 
conducting the camp 
was to uplift the spiritual 
life of the students which 
was a fruitful one.  Spir-
itual teachings, songs, 
choreographies, Bible 
verses and many intrigu-
ing activities were the 
highlight of the two-day 
programme.

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Education Asso-
ciation executive meeting 
was held at the State Council 
of Educational Research and 
Training (SCERT) on Aug. 25.

The meeting adopted sev-
eral resolutions among which 
the house resolved to launch 
the association membership 
drive in view of the need for 
the society registration with 
the Government of Nagaland.

Therefore those members 
who want to join the asso-
ciation are informed to collect 
the prescribed membership 
form for registration by pay-
ing the membership fee of 
INR 500. 

However, it was informed 
that the research scholars 
and students can join the As-
sociation without paying the 
membership fee. They are not 
required to pay the member-
ship registration fee. We have 
afew hundreds of members 
but only few members have 
paid the Membership fee. 

The president of NEA, Dr. 
Zavise Rume, informed that as 
per the constitution of the as-
sociation, there are two types 
of membership- the primary 
membership is for those who 
have B.Ed/M.Ed/ diploma in 
education/ MA/M.Phil and 
P.Hd in education and for 
those who do not possess any 

degree or diploma in educa-
tion but have been working 
in the education sector in 
schools, colleges, universities, 
training and research institu-
tions, education adminis-
tration offices, examination 
boards, or in any institution 
but interested in education.

It further informed that all 
are expected to extend the full-
est cooperation to strengthen 
the association and create a 
common platform for all the 
educationists, teachers, and 
educators to promote healthy 
interaction among the edu-
cationists in the state so as to 
bring about qualitative change 
in the education system. 

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
Gorkha Public Panchayat 
of Kohima in association 
with the Gorkha NGOs 
observed “Balidan Diwas” 
(martyrs day) on Aug. 25 
at Gorkha Public Pan-
chayat Hall, Chandmari 
in Kohima.

On the occasion, the 
Gorkha leaders, GB and 
the Gorkha Assam Ri-
fles ex-servicemen paid 
tr ibute  to  the  Major 

Durga Malla and Capt. 
Neikezhakuo Kenguruse 
who gave supreme sacri-
fice for the cause of the 
nation. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  p r o -
gramme, the leaders of 
the community paid “pra-
jwalan” and floral tribute 
to the gallant heroes.

President of the pan-
chayat,  Santu Thapa, 
highlighted on the signifi-
cance of “Balidan Diwas,” 

emphasizing on the su-
preme sacrifice made by 
Malla, a Gorkha  soldier  
in the freedom  move-
ment of India and Kengu-
ruse in Kargil war. 

Panchayat advisor, 
Gayatri Devi, spoke about 
the sacrifices made by the 
families especially the 
wives of the martyrs. 

Patriotic song was pre-
sented by the members of 
Vivela Club, Kohima 

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
Hollotoli School, Dimapur 
hosted the 2nd inter-
school quiz competition 
on Aug. 25, to celebrate 
Heritage Day. The event 
was held in the school 
auditorium and with the 
presence of the school 
principal.

An update received 
from the school, informed 
that Nine schools from 
across Nagaland including 
the host school partici-
pated in the competition. 

The running trophy for 
the winner was won by the 
Hollotoli School consecu-

tively for the second time, 
followed by Delhi Public 
School as the 1st runner-
up and KV Rangapahar as 
the 2nd runner-up. 

T h e  p a r t i c i p a t -
ing teams were G Rio 
School from Kohima and 
Dimapur, Delhi Public 
School, KV Rangapahar, 
Pranab Vidyapeeth Hr. 
Sec. School, Livingstone 
Fo u n d a t i o n  H r.  S e c . 
School,  Christian Hr. 
Sec. School, Army Public 
School Rangapahar, and 
Hollotoli School. 

The four final partici-
pating teams were Delhi 

Public School, Living-
stone Foundation School, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya Ran-
gapahar, and Hollotoli 
School.

The quiz competition, 
‘the Battle of the Brains’ 
had five rounds: speeding 
ticket, infinite bounce, 
hangman, gridlock, and 
dus ka dum. 

The questions put 
forth to the teams were 
intriguing, exciting, and 
made the audience ap-
plaud excitedly when the 
teams answered correctly.

The event ended with 
prize distribution.

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
Officials from the direc-
torate of Health & Fam-
ily Welfare visited health 
units in Phek district to 
assess the district prepar-
edness for measles-rubel-
la vaccination campaign 
on Aug. 24.

State Program Officer 
Dr. Temsula along and 
Dr. Neisakho Kere during 
their visit had a meeting 
with the staff of NVBDCP 
from all the blocks and re-
viewed the performance 
status of block wise. They 
also and interacted with 
district program officers 
and health workers.

Dr. Temsula briefed 
the health workers of the 
district on the elimina-
tion phase of malaria. 
He said that all staffs ir-
respective of designation 
are equally important for 
elimination of malaria by 
2030 and district status, 
for which she requested 
the health workers to 
extend corporation and 
work with sincerity.

She encouraged the 
MTS to interact and mo-
tivate the ASHAs for col-
lection of blood slides 
during their field visits. 
She also stressed on the 
importance of reporting 

and cross checking of 
blood slides.

Dr. Neisakho Kere in 
his address said that there 
should not be any defi-
ciencies in the report-
ing and recording if the 
health workers are sin-
cere and regular in their 
duties. He also spoke 
on the important roles 
and duties of monitoring 
health units.

He added that timely 
submission of reports to 
the district by the blocks 
and to the state is im-
portant. He directed the 
blocks to attend monthly 
ASHA block meeting.

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): The Chogin 
Range Public Organisation (CRPO) 
convened an emergency executive 
meeting of Aug. 31 at 10 am at D Block 
Panchayat Hall in Kohima. All the 
executive members including village 

council chairmen, head GBs and VDB 
secretaries of the constituent villages 
and unit presidents of Kohima, Di-
mapur and Tseminyu, and advisors 
have been requested to attend the 
meeting without fail.

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): The Ja-
wahar Navodaya Vidyalaya( JNV ) 
Alumni Association has expressed 
shock and grief at the demise of 
its president, Vilzo Tase, who hails 
from Jakhama village. Tase (43 years) 
passed away from NHAK (ICU) on 
Aug 25, due to cardiac arrest.

The JNV alumni conveyed its 
heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved family and prayed for eternal 
peace to the departed soul.

It has informed that the funeral 
service of Tase would be held on Aug. 
26 at 12 noon at his private residence 
in Jakhama.

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): Pro Rural, ‘a public benefit organi-
zation’, organized an alumni get-together at Niathu resort 
on Aug. 25 under Youth Entrepreneurship Development 
Initiative (YEDI) and Skills to Succeed (S2S) Projects in col-
laboration with Quest Alliance. 

A press note issued by asst. director of Pro Rural in-
formed that the co-found and director of ilando.com, Im-
tisunep Longchar was the guest speaker at the get-together 
programme, who exhorted the alumni by sharing his ex-
periences, the struggles and hardships he faced to become 
a successful entrepreneur. Longchar also challenged the 
gathering to move out of their comfort zone, to be patient 
and work for the sustainability of their business in order to 
become a successful entrepreneur, the release stated. 

STATE

State audit concerned by ‘financial 
irregularities’ in departments
Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
The newly constituted 
State Level Audit Advi-
sory Board (Slaab) has 
expressed concern on 
‘financial irregularities’ in 
various government de-
partments. The board em-
phasised the need to cre-
ate awareness among the 
general populace about 
the audit reports, which 
are annually submitted to 
the government and laid 
in the state assembly.

This concerned was 
shared during its first 
meeting held on Aug. 24 
in the conference hall of 
the Accountant General 
(Audit), in Kohima. The 
board is headed by ac-
countant general (Audit), 
A Pitoho Chophy, as the 
chairman and Dy. AG (Au-
dit) Nikhil J. Chakravarthi, 
as member secretary.

It was informed that 

the main objective in con-
stituting the board was to 
impart effective auditing 
with a forum created for 
professional discussion 
between the manage-
ment of audit office and 

experienced professionals 
from varied fields.

During the meeting, 
the audit board discussed 
about the implementa-
tion of government pro-
grammes and schemes. 

They also deliberated 
on audit findings made 
through the CAG report 
of various state govern-
ment departments from 
previous years and also 
the private firms in the 

state.
The board members 

also talked about how 
the board can work to be 
more relevant, effective, 
and to add value to the 
governance of the state.

LTMT general conference; talks about the ‘worth of a woman’ 

S Arenla Longkumer addressing the LTMT’s general conference at town hall in Mokokchung on Aug. 25. (Right) Members of the Chuchuyimlangtsur 
Telongjem Mokokchung sing during the event.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 25 
(EMN): The Langpang-
k o n g t s u r  Te l o n g j e m 
M o k o k c h u n g  To w n 
(LTMT) held its first ‘Inti 
Mundang’ (general con-
ference) on the theme, 
‘Pei Jenjang Angatetba 
Tetsur” (roughly translated 
into ‘a woman who values 
one’s worth) at Mokokc-
hung Town Hall on Aug. 
25 with the Principal of 
Fazl Ali College, S Arenla 
Longkumer as the main 
speaker. 

Speaking on the theme 
of the conference, Long-
kumer, stated that the a 
woman’s worth is priceless 
therefore, she asked every 
woman - young and old - 
to be aware of her worth 

as it is very important in 
her life.  She said that only 
when a woman first un-
derstands who she is and 
appreciates her worth, and 
only then she can do the 

things perfectly. 
Saying that under-

standing one’s worth as a 
woman means recogniz-
ing the values and hold-
ing firmly to those ethical 

values of the women in 
the society, Longkumer 
pointed out that the crea-
tor has given the women 
not only beauty but also 
the strength and power to 

influence, which she said, 
can be used both at good 
or bad ways depending 
upon the individuals.

However, the speaker 
lamented that many wom-

en consider themselves to 
be too small or good for 
nothing when it comes to 
gender equality. She as-
serted that a woman who 
does not know her worth 
will settle for less than she 
deserves and find herself 
trapped in a mess that is 
even harder to get out. 

Longkumer said that 
when women understand 
their worth they can fight 
against the exploitation of 
women in the society.

Imnatoshi, President 
Langpangkong Senso Te-
longjem Mokokchung also 
spoke at the event.  Special 
songs were also sung by 
Chuchuyimlangtsur Te-
longjem Mokokchung and 
Longkongtsur Telongjem 
Mokokchung.
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2nd dog spinal surgery performed successfully

Faith Harvest Church building dedicated

NERLP conducts training for CRPs

Students re-imagine 
science in nuts and bolts  

Joy of giving: A Naga mother’s gift to strangers in need

STATE

THRONG: Citizens of Kiphire gather in front of a truck that brought in relief materials into the district. Kiphire district has been severely 
affected by the recent monsoon rains which cut-off the main lifeline connecting the district with the rest of the state. The people have been 
facing a severe food shortage ever since the monsoon rains wreaked havoc all over the state and the situation still appears grim as the roads 
are yet to be restored. 

EM Images

Haokholen Hangsing along with faculty members watches students display a model of a drone during the 
exhibition.

EM Images

Resource persons and CRP during the training event at the Aida, in the Don Bosco complex in Dimapur.

EM Images

The FHC choir sings during a church dedication programme at Kohima on Aug. 25.

A sigh of relief

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 25 :Animal Concern 
one of the oldest Veterinary clinic in 
Dimapur has come a long way from 
a modest clinic to making a mark 
in the field of veterinary practise 
by performing the first dog spinal 
surgery at a private clinic level in 
India in 2014 by specialist consultant 
Dr Michael Imti Imchen. The spinal 
surgery was done at Animal Concern 
clinic in Dimapur.  

On Saturday Dr. Imchen per-
formed his second spinal surgery on 
a three year-old dog at his modest 
Animal Concern clinic located at 
Nagagaon in Dimapur. The pet dog 

belonged to a pet lover from Diphu 
town in Assam who travelled all the 
way to Dimapur on the recommen-
dation of a relative from Diphu. The 
devoted owner was not concerned 
for the cost involved to save their 
four legged friend, said Dr. Imchen 
touched by the owner’s gesture and 
concern. 

The surgery team was led by the 
visiting specialist consultant, Dr Im-
chen, which took four hours for the 
surgery to complete. 

“The patient was found injured 
along the spine leading to paraple-
gia by its owner two weeks ago in 
Diphu town. The surgery was suc-

cessfully completed but the prog-
nosis for complete recovery will be 
known only after a week or two and 
expected to undergo physiotherapy 
thereafter”, Dr. Imchen explained.

It may be noted that the Animal 
Concern clinic is the only veterinary 
institution in the state with modern 
equipments, state of the art lab for 
blood tests, only skin disease lab for 
animals in the state, dental scaling 
facilities. Dr. Imchen was also con-
ferred ‘Best Veterinarian award’  in 
2016 for his outstanding contribu-
tion in the field of veterinary practice 
and also for his selfless approach 
towards animals.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 25: Bring-
ing out the innovative side 
of the young students,  
Greenwood Higher Sec-
ondary School, Half Na-
garjan conducted its 12th 
annual science exhibi-
tion at the school where 
the students displayed 
an exclusive array of sci-
ence models like 12 volt 
water motor, hydraulic 
crane, homemade vacu-
um cleaner, siphon foun-
dation, lemon battery etc 
leaving the teachers and 
guest impressed. 

The annual science 
exhibition has come a 
long way since it was first 
conducted in 2007 where 
only 18 science exhibi-
tions were displayed., said 
assistant teacher and in-
charge of Science Club, 
MC Das. 

Das informed that the 
science exhibition is not 
only conducted as a part of 
school function but a type 
of encouragement to the 
students to expose their 
aptitude. He illustrated 
the life of students as a 
seed that requires nour-
ishment, and compared 
the school as a ground that 
supplements the nour-
ishment. He told the stu-
dents that one should not 
attend school only seek 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 25: One of 
humanity’s best traits of 
shared existence would 
probably be the quality of 
sharing a meal together. 
While it seems that the 
age-old tradition of fami-
lies having a meal together 
is slowly taking a back seat 
in this era, a young home-
maker residing in New 
Delhi and her family is 
bring back that joy, not just 
to her own kin but also to 
total strangers, just for the 
joy of giving. 

The attention Eastern 
Mirror was caught when 
a post about this selfless 
woman and her project 
called ‘five loaves and two 
fish’ was posted on face-
book. Here is a story of a 
young mother and her zeal 
to help other. 

This young mother, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous, came up with 
a kitchen project called 
‘Five loaves and two fish’ 
and opened her kitchen to 
others who would like to 
have a simple meal. 

A philanthropic ven-
ture at best, the mother 
said that the idea was 
borne after her own hard-

ships that she had to un-
dergo as a family espe-
cially in financial terms. 

“For any emergency, 
we borrow because we 
have zero savings; there 
are times when somebody 
asks us for money but we 
are barely able to give, 
which used to make me 
weep,” the selfless home-
maker told Eastern Mirror 
in a telephonic conversa-
tion. 

But, instead of fretting 
about her inability to help 
others financially, she de-
cided to go the extra mile 
with whatever little she 
had to help in providing 
meals to any person from 
the northeast region seek-
ing treatment in Delhi’s 
AIIMS and Safdarjung 
Hospital.  She provides 
the food free of cost, but 
she has one request: share 
a story with her, a prayer 
or both.  

Her place in the prox-
imity of the two premier 
health institutes in the 
national capital which is 
very popular among the 
northeast patients seek-
ing  treatment; and she 
chose the location of her 
residence so that if anyone 

among the northeast pa-
tients or attendants, who 
are not that well-off, and 
would like to have a meal, 

can always find a kitchen 
at her place. 

 “It is an act that would 
only ask of us to add few 

scoops of daal and rice to 
what we cook for ourselves 
and that would not cost 
us,” she said.

But the most curious 
part remains to be an-
swered; why a story or a 
prayer? The young mother 
simply replied that this 
act would encourage peo-
ple to share. “It eases the 
burden within and a lot 
of the people carry stories 
heavier than their lives,” 
she said adding that sto-
ries help to take away the 
bias and prejudice many 
may carry. 

W h e n  a s k e d  h ow 
she can juggle the pres-
sures of being a mother, 
a wife and also manage 
the ‘Five loaves and two 
fish’ project, she said 
that many challenges are 
faced with the children 
and family but it was also 
the ‘other voice’ that en-
courages her, “why are 
you worried.” 

She said that when 
she embarked on the 
‘Five loaves and two fish’ 
project, she had not only 
build a bridge but also 
made others dig deep to 
look inside and evaluate 
the depth of giving and 
what it truly means to be 
selfless.

She admitted that hav-
ing strangers walk into 

their house, eating and 
using the bathroom is 
scary, also considering 
that her young children 
are in the house. But she 
believed that “we need 
to start believing again in 
humanity and restore love 
citing the love of Christ 
that flowed from the ‘rug-
ged cross. 

‘Five loaves and two 
fish’ is a one woman team 
and has since its inception 
been catering to a family 
undergoing treatment in 
AIIMS. “The joy and sat-
isfaction I get is serving 
without expectations,” 
she said. 

“It is not a penance but 
grace that I receive and 
wish to share” she said 
which is also part of what 
her kitchen project is all 
about, sharing grace.  

The visibility of many 
that give and expect 
something in return is 
clear around us. Some 
may gloat and some may 
think to themselves “well 
I’ve done my bit” but for 
the young mother(who 
still till the end of the in-
terview did not wish to 
be named) has ostensi-
bily created a magic and 

opened the hearts of 
many with this selfless 
act; she still firmly be-
lieves that if ‘five loaves 
and two fish’ is revealed, 
it would defeat the whole 
purpose of the project. 

Out of curiosity, East-
ern Mirror made contacts 
with people out there in 
Delhi. A person known to 
her confirmed that ‘Five 
loaves and two fish’ ven-
ture is in fact “very real” 
and is a benevolent service 
that she was providing, 
adding that only few can 
do such deeds.  Besides, 
the source informed that 
the lady behind this ven-
ture is also a very good 
cook and many always 
enjoy her meals. 

The world might be 
going in a fast pace and 
most might be caught up 
in one’s own world revolv-
ing around taking care of 
oneself; however some-
where along the line, per-
haps there are also who 
think about others and try 
to help others in their own 
small way. After all, help-
ing others doesn’t need su-
perhuman powers, just a 
big heart that understands 
‘the joy of giving’. 

good marks and results 
but to discover their skills, 
talents and creativity.

The chief manager of 
SBI evening branch in Di-
mapur, Haokholen Hangs-
ing, who was the chief 
guest of the event, advised 
the students to be sincere 
and persevere in life.   

Recalling his early life 
as a student of science 
stream, Hangsing con-
fessed that he was neither 
the brightest student in 
his school or in his college 
but he tried his best to be a 
sincere student. 

“Everyone cannot be-
come a doctor, everyone 

cannot become a teacher 
but if you are sincere, 
your efforts and your per-
severance will pay off,” 
he said. 

Sharing the concern of 
some parents who are un-
able to financially support 
their children for further 
studies abroad, Hangsing 
informed the students and 
the parents about the dif-
ferent education loans that 
can be availed through the 
bank and asked them to 
make use of the service 
if they face hardships in 
terms of money. 

 T h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f 
the school, Uttam Ba-

sak, while delivering his 
words of appreciation, 
counselled the parents 
to support and show in-
terest towards their chil-
dren in their work. “These 
projects are not only a 
copy from the book. It is 
the idea they put in the 
model,” he said. He then 
advised the parents to 
help expand the ideas of 
their children.

Earlier, four students 
from different classes took 
turns in sharing their ex-
periences with science 
by apportioning different 
passion, perspective, and 
ideas about it.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 25 (MN): Faith Harvest 
Church (FHC), an independent, non-de-
nominational, multi-tribal, multi-ethnic 
and multi-generational church dedicated 
its new church building located at Upper-
PWD Colony, Kohima today, Aug. 25 with 
the theme “Great is your faithfulness”.

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Seet, Pastor, Paya 
Lebar Methodist Church, Singapore 
dedicated the new church building along 
with Asia Harvest Alliance pastors, while 
Rev. Dr. Moa Longchari, pastor Baptist 
Mission Church Kohima invoked God’s 
blessings. Appreciating the FHC for the 
unwavering faith in God as it accom-
plishes its project, Rev Seet said “I believe 
in the life of the churches of Nagaland”.

Emphasising on the importance 
of faith for a Christian, he said faith is 
something that always pleases God and 
affirmed that He will bring a mighty har-
vest through the believers of the church 

and fulfil the greater mission of God.
In his exhortation, Rev. Dr. Imchay-

anger, NCRC Mission Director explained 
that church is nothing, but an important 
place of worship and a fellowship of be-
lievers to experience and enjoy the pres-
ence of God. 

Calling upon the congregation to re-
dedicate their lives to God, Imchayanger 
said the believers have to be faithful to the 
church; they must learn, grow, serve and 
prepare to meet the God from the church.

Presenting a brief report of ‘arise & 
build’ project, Jack Sekhose informed that 
land for the church was acquired in the 
2009 at INR 75 lakh and the foundation 
laid in April 2011.

Estimated at a cost of INR 6.5 crore, 
he said, on completion of the building the 
total cost stood at INR 8.6 crore. Sekhose 
informed that altogether about 4500 
people have donated through cash and 
kinds and through its various campaigns 

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
North East Rural Liveli-
hood Project (NERLP) 
conducted a three-day 
residential training of 
trainers (ToT) programme 
for community resource 
persons (CRPs) of Peren 
district from August 21-23 
at Aida Don Bosco, Di-
mapur.

The training was or-

ganised by NERLP in col-
laboration with Myrada, a 
grass root level promotion 
organisation based in Ban-
galore, with Shivashankar 
and Ravi as resource per-
sons.

The key objective of 
the training was to un-
derstand the concept and 
functions of SHGs, book 
keeping and its impor-

tance, utilisation of loan 
and repayment, and Pan-
chasutra.

Another objective of 
the training was to un-
derstand the concept and 
functions of village level 
federation- its govern-
ance, fund management, 
and accountability, roles 
and responsibility of office 
bearers, sub committees 

and conflict management. 
It also aimed at making 
them understand the im-
portance and process of 
vision building and lead-
ership.

The main purpose of 
conducting the training 
was to provide support to 
its counterpart NERLP in 
Tuensang district wherein 
the CRPs would impart 
training on SHGs and SHG 
village federation con-
cept, share experiences 
and good practices of the 
Peren district SHGs and 
SHG village federation.

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
press release stated that 
altogether 10 CRPs and 3 
project facilitator staff had 
left for Tuensang where 
CRPs would impart train-
ing from August 27 to Sep-
tember 24. It added that 
CRPs would be divided 
into five teams and covers 
12 villages each. It aimed 
to cover a total 60 villages 
by September 24.

like seat, brick, money box 
and fundraisers.

It was also informed 
that  donations have 
poured in from Nepal, 
Bhutan, Singapore, Myan-
mar, Canada and USA.

Richard Belho from 
Zynorique, an architecture 
firm based in Kohima was 
the architect of the church 
building involving six en-
gineers, it was informed.

Faith Harvest Church 
(FHC), erstwhile Hope 
Evangelical Ministry pi-
oneered by Rev. Areni 
Castro started with five 
members in the year 
2000, where Sunday serv-
ices were held in the din-
ing room of the old Hotel 
Fira.

Later, in 2002, pastor 
Shan Kikon took over as 
the Pastor of the ministry 
and the church started to 
grow in numbers, it moved 
to the hall of the Nagaland 
Contractors and Suppliers 
Union (NCSU).

With no permanent 
worship place and as the 
members continued to 
grow, FHC later shifted to 
TT Stadium in 2005 and 
then to Red Cross Society 
building. Henceforth, as 
stated in its publication, 
many additional minis-
tries were also included. 
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Meeyamgi Numit and Hill Leaders’ 
Day observed in Manipur

Manipur celebrates 3rd ‘Maize festival’ 

Goods train derailed, train schedule  affected 

No urgency to summon special Manipur session — CM

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
The state government has 
started consulting lead-
ers and individuals from 
different sections of the 
society to seek their opin-
ion on different issues.

This was informed 
by Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh while 
speaking to media per-
sons on the sidelines of 
the joint Meeyamgi Nu-
mit (People’s Day) and 
Hill Leaders’ Day at Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat 
here on Saturday.

Meeyamgi Numit and 
Hill Leaders’ Day which 

were usually organised by 
the state government on 
15 and 10 of every month 
since May last year to hear 
the grievances of the pub-
lic was jointly organised 
on Saturday due to chief 
Minister’s busy scheduled 
in the recent past.

Stating that the gov-
ernment will always take 
people’s wish into ac-
count in taking any final 
decision concerning state 
issues, Biren said the gov-
ernment is ever ready to 
convene the special ses-
sion of assembly anytime 
if the need arises. He also 
said that the Central Gov-

ernment would consult 
the state government if 
any issue affects state’s 
interest.

He also recalled that 
a BJP Manipur Pradesh 
team had met Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh in con-
nection with the Naga 
Framework Agreement in 
the recent past.

Stating that the huge 
turnout on Meeyamgi Nu-
mit and Hill Leaders’ Day 
shows people’s confidence 
and trust in the new gov-
ernment; he said that the 
state government would 

put in best effort to live up 
to people’s expectations.

He also admitted that 
it is encouraging to see 
many youths and women 
turning up on these two 
days to seek support on 
entrepreneurship and 
self-employment from 
the government.

In  the  day’s  jo int 
Meeyamgi Numit and 
Hill Leaders’ Day, the 
chief minister personally 
attended about 500 com-
plaints and met around 
1500 people from differ-
ent parts of the state in 
five and half hours time 
till 2.15 pm.

Tathagata Roy sworn in Meghalaya’s governor
Shillong, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
Former Tripura Governor 
Tathagata Roy, known for 
his pro-Hindutva view, on 
Saturday took charge as the 
governor of this Christian-
dominated state of Meg-
halaya.

Chief Justice of the Meg-
halaya High Court Moham-
med Yaqoob Mir admin-
istered the oath of office 
to Roy at a brief ceremony 
attended by Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma and his 
cabinet ministers besides 
Congress Lok Sabha mem-
ber Vincent Pala at the Raj 
Bhavan.

Senior State BJP and 
RSS leaders also witnessed 
the simple oath taking cer-
emony.

Members of the oppo-
sition Congress were ab-
sent. “Leader of Opposition 
Mukul Sangma conveyed 

his regret to attend swear-
ing-in since he has prior 
engagement,” said a Raj 
Bhavan official. 

Senior government 
officials including senior 
Army, Indian Air Force and 
Central Armed Police Force 
officers also attended the 
function.

The swearing-in cer-
emony was followed by a 
State Guard of Honour pre-
sented by Meghalaya Police 
at Raj Bhavan.

Roy was appointed as 

Meghalaya Governor on 
August 21 replacing Ganga 
Prasad who has been trans-
ferred and appointed as 
Sikkim Governor. Prasad 
took oath as the governor 
of Meghalaya on October 5, 
last year.

Haryana Governor, 
Kaptan Singh Solanki was 
transferred and appoint-
ed as the new governor of 
Tripura in place of Roy.

It is a home-coming for 
the 73-year-old Roy for his 
new posting in Shillong as 
he have spent part of his 
childhood in Shillong.

His brother, Prof. Sau-
gata Roy, is the Trinamool 
Congress Lok Sabha mem-
ber. He was born in Shil-
long, which was once the 
capital of undivided Assam.

“When I received this 
order to move from Tripura 
to Meghalaya, I was a little 

sad because I had set my 
mind on staying in Tripura 
for three years but then I 
was also very happy be-
cause coming to Meghalaya 
coming to Shillong is like 
homecoming,” Roy told 
journalists.

Roy was a member of 
the ruling Bharatiya Jatana 
Party (BJP) national execu-
tive and president of party’s 
West Bengal unit from 2002 
to 2006 and contested the 
Lok Sabha elections in the 
last year’s parliamentary 
polls in Bengal.

He was in Jadavpur Uni-
versity in Kolkata as profes-
sor and founder head of the 
department of construction 
engineering after he played 
a key role in construction of 
Metro rail in Kolkata as its 
chief engineer.

Roy is also an author of 
many books.

D i m a p u r ,  A u g .  2 5 
(EMN): 20 (twenty) wag-
ons of a goods train de-
railed today at about 
11:30 hrs between Di-
garu and Panbari sta-
tions about 28 km away 
from Guwahati under 
Lumding Division of N.F. 
Railway.

The chief public re-
lation officer, NF Rail-
way in Maligaon issued 
a press release on Sat. 
Aug. 25 stating that out 
of the 20 derailed wagon 
five wagons capsized 
thereby stopping move-
ment of UP and DN train 
services between Guwa-
hati and Lumding. Ac-
cident Relief Train and 
senior officials from HQ 
and / Division are at site 
supervising the restora-
tion work, stated the 
press release.

General Manager / 
N.F. Railway is person-
ally monitoring the op-
eration for restoration of 
services at the earliest.

As a result of the de-
railment, trains have 
to be cancelled / short 
terminated / regulated 
as given below:
(A) Cancellations:
1) 15665 Guwahati – Di-

mapur BG Express of 
25.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

2) 15666 Dimapur - Gu-
wahati BG Express of 
25.08.18 will remain 

cancelled.
3) 15669 Guwahati – Di-

mapur  Express  of 
25.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

4) 15670 Dimapur - Gu-
wahati BG Express of 
26.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

5)  15603 Guwahati  – 
Ledo I/City Express 
of 25.08.18 will re-
main cancelled.

6) 15605 Furketing – Di-
brugarh Intercity Ex-
press of 25.08.18 will 
remain cancelled.

7) 15604 Ledo - Guwa-
hati I/City Express of 
25.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

8) 15606 Dibrugarh - 
Furketing Intercity 
Express of 25.08.18 
w i l l  r e m a i n  c a n -
celled.

9) 55602 Lumding – Gu-
wahati passenger of 
25.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

10) 15717 Guwahati – 
Mariani I/City Ex-
press of 25.08.18 will 
remain cancelled.

11) 12085 Guwahati – 
Dibrugarh Shatabdi 
Express of 25.08.18 
w i l l  r e m a i n  c a n -
celled.

12) 12068 Jorhat - Guwa-
hati Janshatabdi Ex-
press of 25.08.18 will 
remain cancelled.

13) 75728 Haibargaon – 
Guwahati DEMU of 

25.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

14) 75729 Guwahati – 
Silghat Town DEMU 
of 25.08.18 will re-
main cancelled.

15) 75730 Silghat Town 
- Guwahati DEMU of 
26.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

16) 55603 Guwahati – 
Mairabari of 25.08.18 
w i l l  r e m a i n  c a n -
celled.

17) 55604 Mairabari¬ - 
Guwahati of 26.08.18 
w i l l  r e m a i n  c a n -
celled.

18) 15611 Guwahati – 
Si lchar express of 
25.08.18 will remain 
cancelled.

19) 15770 Lumding – 
Alipurduar I/City Ex-
press of 25.08.18 will 
remain cancelled.

(B) Short Termination / 
Partial Cancellation:

1) 55616 55616 Silchar – 
Guwahati of 25.08.18 
will be short termi-
nated at  Lumding 
and will remain par-
tially cancelled be-
tween Lumding and 
Guwahati.

2) 55615 Guwahati – Sil-
char of 26.08.2018 
will originate from 
Lumding and will re-
main partially can-
celled between Gu-
wahati and Lumding.

3) 15928 New Tinsukia 
– Rangiya I/City Ex-

press will be short 
terminated at  Di-
mapur and will par-
tially cancel between 
Dimapur and Rang-
iya.

4) 15967 Rangiya – Di-
brugarh I/City Ex-
press of 26.08.2018 
will remain partially 
cancelled between 
R a n g i y a  a n d  D i -
mapur and will origi-
nate from Dimapur. 

(C) Regulation of Trains:
1) 15602 New Delhi – Sil-

char Poorvattar Sam-
park Kranti Express 
will be controlled at 
Guwahati.

2) 15959 Howrah – Di-
brugarh Kamrup Ex-
press will be control-
led at Guwahati.

3) 14056 Delhi – Dibru-
garh Brahmaputra 
mail will be control-
led at Rangiya.

4) 12424 New Delhi – 
Dibrugarh Rajdhani 
Express will be con-
trolled at New Bon-
gaigaon.

5) 15910 Dibrugarh – 
Lalgarh Avadh Assam 
Express will be con-
trolled at Dimapur.

6) 13174 Agartala – Seal-
dah Kanchanjungha 
Express will be con-
trolled at Lumding.

7) 12504 Agartala – Ban-
galore Humsafar Ex-
press will be control-
led at Lumding.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS

1. Article of women’s clothing
6. Falling in drops
10. Keen
14. Metal fastener
15. ____baga = “Swedish turnip”
16. A public swimming pool
17. Swelling under the skin
18. Smell
19. By mouth
20. Grammatical case expressing 

possession
22. Purchased
24. Certain
25. Bewitches
26. Team sport age group
29. Exam
30. Rabbit
31. Back kitchens
37. Willow used in basketwork
39. Revised (abbrev.)
40. Garden equipment manufacturer 

John _____
41. Night heron
44. Faculty head
45. Occupied
46. Creates (archaic)
48. Roadbed levelling equipment
52. Citizen of Denmark
53. Governs (archaic)
54. Compound containing arsenic
58. A single time
59. Hair style
61. Headdress worn by a bishop
62. Matured
63. Annoys
64. Makes the Pentium
65. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
66. A defeat
67. Actress _____ Moorehead 

DOWN

1. Sediment
2. Convey (oneself) on a vehicle
3. Not odd
4. Kind of chocolate
5. Sculpted figure
6. Operated a car or truck
7. Uncouth
8. International Trade 

Organization
9. Boil until partly cooked
10. Verbally
11. Sign of the Zodiac
12. US state 13. Idiots
21. Angers

23. Seeped
25. External female genitals
26. A unit of loudness
27. Not difficult
28. Singer ____ Clapton
29. Ask
32. Upright post with a 

transverse bar
33. Blushing
34. Electrical engineering group
35. Historical periods
36. Dispatched
38. Genus of gooseberry shrubs 

42. Reduce or cut short

43. Christmas
47. Red blood cell deficiency
48. Historical silver coin
49. Originator of paper 

chromatography, German 
chemist Friedlieb _____

50. Genus of moose and elk
51. Accomplishments
52. Rubbish
54. Large ships
55. Attention (abbrev.)
56. Tall woody plant
57. Snake-like fishes
60. To and ___
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Governor Tathagata Roy

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 25 (EMN): The 3rd Maize 
Festival and a seminar were   held at 
Pumtiang in Manipur’s Tamenglong 
district on Saturday, reports reaching 
here said. 

The daylong festival was organ-
ised by Farmer’s Club in collaboration 
with Phallong village authority on the  
theme “enhancing farmers’ livelihood 
security through sustainable maize 
production.”

Executive Member Pouhotlung 
Panmei of the Autonomous District 
Council, Tamenglong attended the 
inaugural function of the festival as 
the chief guest.

District Agriculture Officer Todi-
nang Panmei of Tamenglong district 
and chairman, Lanrilung Panmei of 
Phallong Village Authority were the 
guests of honour while Program Co-
ordinator Dr PK Saraswat of Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Tamenglong, 
Subject matter specialists Dr K Ravi 
(Genetic & Plants Breeding) and I 
Bhupenchandra (Soil Science) both 
from KVK Tamenglong attended as 
resource persons of the seminar on 
maize production.

Most of the speakers including 
the resource persons talked about 
the importance of maize festival and 
expressed that the farmers need to 
take up the entrepreneurship devel-
opment activities for the sustainable 
livelihood and other capacity build-
ing in the agricultural sectors in the 
district in the wake of the government 
of India’s commitment to achieve 
doubling the farmer’s income by 
2022. To make it a reality, they also 
suggested that the farmers should 

incorporate the value addition tech-
niques while producing the agricul-
tural products.

Maize Eating Competition, Ag-
ricultural Fair & Seminars for the 
Farmers were the main highlights of 
the day’s festival.

Kachai lemon production de-
clined: Despite the distinction of be-
ing the one of the finest places with 
the cultivation of high quality lemon, 
production of the citreous fruit in 
Kachai village in Manipur’s Ukhrul 
district has been declining due to 
some infection, according to horticul-
ture department officials.

However the District Officer 
Ukhrul M Kirankumar Singh of Hor-
ticulture and Soil Conservation De-
partment also expressed the need 
for producing lemons using grafting 
technique, he informed that the 
department is planning to produce 
grafted lemons in Kachai from Janu-
ary next year after successful produc-
tion in a farm in Mahadev area. He 
also informed that citrus fruit fair will 
be held in December.

But from next year the district 
level Festival will be held at the state 
level from next year. Manipur Horti-
culture and Soil Conservation Min-
ister Th Shyamkumar made an an-
nouncement while inaugurating 
the rural market shed constructed 
under the Mission for Integrated 
Development of Horticulture scheme 
at Kachai village on Friday, reports 
reaching here said. 

Students of Alpha Christian Eng-
lish School presented a special wel-
come song which enthralled the 
audiences.

Imphal, Aug. 25 (IANS): Manipur 
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh on 
Saturday said there is no urgency 
to summon a special session of 
the state assembly to discuss the 
framework agreement signed with 
the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (IM) on August 3, 2015.

“The Centre has not informed 
the state government on the issue. 
The Centre will take all stakehold-
ers including the Manipur govern-

ment into confidence when the 
time comes,” he said.

The special session will be sum-
moned only when the details of 
the agreement are made known, 
he added.

Referring to the persistent de-
mands of the civil society organisa-
tions and the opposition Congress 
for maintaining the integrity of Ma-
nipur, he said that some politicians 
are spreading lies to the people. 

Earlier Biren Singh had said that 
he will be the first one to resign if 
Manipur’s integrity is threatened.

Congress leader Gaikhangam 
said, “It will not create any ripples 
when the Chief Minister resigns 
once the framework agreement 
becomes a statutory body.”

The Chief Minister also said, 
“The integrity and unity of the state 
will never be compromised.”

Opposition leader and former 

Chief Minister Okram Ibobi said, 
“If the stand of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led coalition government 
is so, then it should publicly an-
nounce that the government would 
shoulder the responsibility in the 
event of compromising Manipur’s 
integrity and unity in any manner.” 

He said that the Cabinet had 
fixed the dates of the special ses-
sion twice, but these were later 
cancelled.

Solanki 
becomes new 
Tripura gov.
Agartala, Aug. 25 (PTI): Kaptan 
Singh Solanki today took oath 
of office and secrecy as the new 
governor of Tripura in a simple 
ceremony at the Darbar Hall of 
the Raj Bhavan here.

Solanki, who had served as 
Haryana governor for a little over 
four years, was administered 
the oath of office and secrecy by 
Tripura High Court Chief Justice 
Ajay Rastogi. Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb, his cabinet col-
leagues, chief whip Kalyani Roy 
and Chief Secretary Sanjeev Ran-
jan were present at the function.

Later, the new governor was 
given the guard of honour by 
Tripura State Rifles jawans.

He told newsmen, “The re-
sponsibility of a Governor is to 
ensure that the state follows con-
stitutional provisions and I will 
do this with utmost care. Side by 
side I will do whatever I can at my 
capacity to make Tripura a self 
reliant and the wealthiest state in 
the days to come, he added.

Solanki said that the Centre 
is working to make a new and 
prosperous India and everybody 
would have to join the task.

Solanki, who was the former 
secretary of Haryana unit of 
BJP, landed at the Maharaja Bir 
Bikram airport earlier in the day 
and was received there by the 
chief minister.

The general manager of NF Railway for construction, NK Prasad presiding over a meeting of the 
Nagar Rajbhasa Karyanyaan Somitee, at Maligaon on Fri. Aug. 24. 
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School conducts retreat prog.

Equity indices rise for 5th straight week

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): Di-
mapur Mission Higher Secondary 
School conducted a two-day spir-
itual retreat programme on Aug.24 
and 25th at the Town Fellowship 
Dimapur Ao Baptist Arogo. 

An update from the school in-
formed that Imtijungla was the 
main speaker during the retreat 
while Sinai Ministry attended the 
programme as the praise and wor-
ship team. 

The speaker spoke about the 
relationship and life issues faced 
by young people today. While 
speaking on life issues, she cau-
tioned the students not to be de-
ceived by lifestyle exhibited in the 
media today. Imtijungla said that 
young people must learn to lead a 
disciplined life and inculcate good 

habits which will help them be-
come successful. 

Mentioning about relationship 
issues faced by parents and chil-
dren, Imtijungla mentioned that it 
was because of lack of respect and 
proper communication between 
parents and children. In this re-
spect, she encouraged the stu-
dents to communicate with their 
parents in their mother tongue, 
honour their parents and work 
hard to live up to the expectation 
of their parents. She encouraged 
the students to examine their lives 
and know the strengths God has 
given them and nurture to the full-
est potential.

The retreat programme wit-
nessed healings and testimonies 
from the students. 

Sovima youth undertakes 
cleanliness drive

Mon district hosts legal services camp

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
As per the directives of 
EAC Chumukedima, 
with regard to prevention 
of dengue, the Sovima 
Village Youth Organisa-
tion conducted mass so-
cial work on Aug. 25. 

The organisation on 
Saturday informed that 
according to the direc-
tive all the residents 
shall clean one’s own 
house, compound and 

mosquito breeding sites 
such as wells, unused 
tyres, drains, flower pots, 
tanks, solid wastes and 
others.

The organisation also 
directed the residents 
and landowners to clear 
foliages around electric 
wires within one week. 
If the concerned owners 
fail to do so, the SVYO in-
formed that “it will con-
duct a mass social work 

and all the cut down 
trees will be taken by the 
SVYO.” 

Meanwhile, the youth 
organisaton president, 
Neiketou Rupreo, has 
informed that partying 
or indulging in any anti-
social practices within its 
jurisdiction is restricted. 
The organisation warned 
any individual or groups 
of stern action if found 
violating the resolution. 

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
A mega legal services 
camp was organised by 
the Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority (NSL-
SA) and the Mon District 
Legal Services Author-
ity (MDLSA) in collabora-
tion with 38 departments, 
NGOs and stakeholders at 
the local ground in Mon 
town on Aug. 25. 

Delivering a speech, 
Justice Songkhupchung 
Serto, who is also the 
judge of Gauhati High 
Court, said that “justice is 
central to happy living and 
without justice people 
cannot be happy. Justice 
is the way of life and when 
one is fair with each other 
justice exists.” 

The judge appealed 
to the heads of depart-
ments to ensure that peo-
ple get their entitlements 
and render best services 
to the society. He lauded 
the effort of the NSLSA, 
MDLSA, stakeholders, and 
the district deputy com-
missioner in brining the 
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Sovima youths clearing weed along a portion of a road of the village on Saturday.

Mezivolü T Therieh addressing the inaugural programme of the legal service event in Mon.

 D-5889

STOLEN
Owner Name: TAPASH PAUL

Type of Vehicle: Scooty
Maker’s Name: Honda

Model: DIO
Regd. No: NL-07R-5802

Engine No: JF39E72096948
Chassis No: 

ME4JF39DJH7070616
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From Burma Camp, Near 
Railway Line
Mobile No:-
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KG- 2759

Scholarship for Minority Students: 2018-19
(Post-Matric and Merit-cum-Means)

Ministry of Minority Affairs (MoMA) provides an opportunity to the students 
belonging to six minority communities notified by the Government of India for 
availing Scholarships under two scholarship schemes viz. Post Matric and Merit-cum-
Means based  Scholarship Schemes for the year 2018-19. “The Directorate of Technical 
Education, Government of Nagaland invites applications for above scholarships, given 
by the Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India for the above Schemes.”

Timeline

•	 The	 applicant	 should	belong	 to	 any	one	 from	 the	notified	minority	 communities	 viz.	
Muslims,	Christians.	Sikhs,	Buddhists,	Zoroastrians	(Parsis)	and	Jains.

•	 Pursuing	 Studies	 in	 India	 in	 Government	 or	 Private	 Universities/Institutes/colleges/
schools.

•	 The	course	being	pursued	is	of	minimum	one	year	duration.
•	 The	 application	 should	 have	 secured	 50%	 marks	 in	 the	 last	 annual	 Board/Class	
examination

Last	 date	 for	 Submission	 of	 Online	 applications	 for	 Fresh	 (first	 time	
applicant)	 and	 Renewal	 (applicant	 who	 have	 got	 scholarship	 during	
2017-18)	scholarship	by	students

30th September 
2018

Eligibility

Instructions
For applicants
•	 Applicants	are	advised	to	apply	online	against	any	one	of	the	scholarship	schemes	on	

the	Website	of	National	Scholarship	Portal	at-	www.scholarships.gov.in	)a	link	to	the	site	
is	also	available	at	www.minorityaffairs.gov.in)

•	 Detailed	‘Instruction’	 for	filling	 in	online	application	and	‘Frequently	Asked	Questions	
(FAQ)’	are	available	on	the	National	Scholarship	Portal	homepage.

•	 Applicant	is	advised	to	give	only	that	bank	account	details	which	remain	in	active	mode	
or	compliant	as	per	bank’s	instructions	so	that	payment	of	scholarship	does	not	fail.

For		detailed	information,	visit	the	website	of	Minority	of	Ministry	of	Minority	Affairs	i.e
www.minorityaffairs.gov.in

(Samadhaan Helpline 1800-11-2001)  
 Issued by DIPR

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF MINORITY AFFAIRS

Mumbai, Aug. 25 (IANS):  The 
Indian equity market rose for 
the fifth consecutive week and 
scaled new highs during the 
August 20-24 period amid con-
cerns of global trade war esca-
lation.

Healthy buying in pharma 
and metal stocks, among oth-
ers, supported the gains on the 
indices, analysts said.

On Thursday, both key indi-
ces -- S&P BSE Sensex and the 
NSE Nifty50 -- touched their 
respective intra-day all-time 
high levels of 38,487.63 points 
and 11,620.70 points, before 
settling at their record closing 
levels of 38,336.76 points and 
11,582.75 points, respectively.

Both major indices are cur-
rently hovering around record 
levels and any minor gain in 
trade makes the indices touch 
fresh benchmarks. 

A positive outlook for the 
Indian economy by the global 
credit ratings and research firm 
Moody’s Investors Service also 

supported sentiments.
However, in the later part 

of the week, concerns of rise 
in the US-China trade conflict 
made the traders cautious and 
limited the gains, analysts said.

On a weekly basis, the S&P 
BSE Sensex closed at 38,251.80 
points, higher 303.92 points or 
0.80 per cent from its previous 
close.

Similarly, the wider Nifty50 
on the National Stock Exchange 
made gains. On Friday, it end-
ed at 11,557.10 points, higher 
86.35 points or 0.75 per cent 
from the previous week’s close.

“Benchmark indices once 
again hit fresh life-time highs 
and settled the week with a 
decent gain despite escalating 
trade war tensions and firm-
ness in crude oil prices,” said 
Rahul Sharma, Senior Research 
Analyst, Equity99.

Sharma said sentiments 
were boosted after Moody’s 
report said that the Indian 
economy is expected to grow 

by around 7.5 per cent in 2018 
and 2019, supported by strong 
urban and rural demand and 
improved industrial activity.

Hem Securities’ Director 
Prateek Jain said: “Towards the 
fag end of the week, market re-
flected correction due to Indian 
currency’s depreciation.”

“Meanwhile, US-China 
discussions did not reach any 
conclusion. China and the US 

both imposed tariffs of $16 bil-
lion on each other’s products,” 
Jain added. This resurgence in 
trade tensions further limited 
the gains in the Indian indices.

The rupee depreciated sig-
nificantly on Thursday and 
closed at over the psychological 
mark of 70 per dollar -- at 70.12 
per dollar -- which dampened 
the domestic sentiments.

According to Kotak Mutual 

Fund’s Head of Equity Research, 
Shibani Kurian, rise in trade defi-
cit along with trends of a strong 
US dollar and the over-valuation 
of the Indian rupee in real effec-
tive exchange rate basis exerted 
pressure on the domestic cur-
rency.

However, it recovered on 
Friday and on a weekly basis 
the Indian currency settled 
69.91 per dollar, appreciating 
by 25 paise from its previous 
week’s close of 70.16 per green-
back.

In terms of investments, 
provisional figures from the 
stock exchanges showed that 
foreign institutional investors 
bought scrips worth Rs 128.64 
crore and the domestic insti-
tutional investors purchased 
stocks worth Rs 1,837.84 crore 
in the past week.

Figures from the Nation-
al Securities Depository Ltd 
(NSDL) showed that foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) di-
vested Rs 468.41 crore, or 

$66.24 million, from the equi-
ties segment during August 20-
24.

Sector-wise, the top gain-
ers were energy, pharma, infra 
and metal indices and the top 
losers were Bank Nifty, realty 
and public sector banks, said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail 
Research, HDFC Securities.

The top weekly Sensex gain-
ers were Larsen and Toubro (up 
8.91 per cent at Rs 1,342.80), 
Vedanta (up 7.38 per cent at 
Rs 223.95), ONGC (up 6.58 per 
cent at Rs 174.90), Reliance In-
dustries (up 6.49 per cent at Rs 
1,278.05) and Wipro (up 4.45 
per cent at Rs 292.30 per share).

The major losers were In-
fosys (down 3.18 per cent at Rs 
1,379.95), Indusind Bank (down 
2.82 per cent at Rs 1,927.25), 
Hero MotoCorp (down 2.24 
per cent at Rs 3,212.60), ICICI 
Bank (down 1.30 per cent at 
Rs 330.10) and Yes Bank (down 
1.07 per cent at Rs 374.65 per 
share).

Market Review

Start-ups, mid-sized firms fast 
adopting Oracle Cloud in India 
New Delhi, Aug. 25 (IANS):  
As small and medium 
businesses (SMBs) and 
start-ups in India begin to 
embrace Cloud for their 
digital transformation, 
global tech major Oracle 
is witnessing growth at 
an unprecedented pace 
among them in the coun-
try, says a senior company 
executive.

“For the third time in a 
row, India has won the best 
performing region award 
in all of JAPAC (Japan and 
Asia-Pacific). We are sign-
ing on hundreds of new 
Cloud customers every 
year and witnessing strong 
growth in our Cloud rev-
enue,” Shailender Kumar, 
Managing Director, Oracle 
India, told IANS.

Some of the big Cloud 
clients for the Redwood 
Shores, California-based 
Oracle in the country are 
the State Bank of India 
(SBI), HDFC Bank, ICICI 
Bank and Persistent Sys-
tems, among other.

“Now even start-ups 
and mid-size firms have 
started to adopt Oracle 
Cloud,” Kumar noted.

According to him, 
Blockchain -- touted as 
one of the most promis-
ing transformative tech-
nologies -- is witnessing a 
rapid adoption worldwide 
and Indian firms too are 
embracing the technology 
across industry sectors.

The Blockchain tech-
nology -- based on distrib-
uted storage of data -- has 
the potential to fundamen-
tally change how every in-
dustry does business by 
making interactions more 
secure, transparent, effi-
cient and cost-effective.

“Customers here in 
India have shown encour-
aging responses. Some 
are running pilot projects 
too. Moreover, Blockchain 
projects are quickly mov-
ing from pilot to produc-
tion as enterprises and 
governments begin to see 
the inherent value of dis-
tributed ledgers and smart 
contracts,” Kumar noted.

A Blockchain is a con-
tinuously growing list of 
records -- called blocks 
-- which are linked and se-
cured using cryptography.

According to IT indus-
try’s apex body Nasscom, 
by increasing productivity 
and reducing cost, Block-
chain technology has the 
potential to create value of 
up to $5 billion in India in 
the next five years.

Worldwide spending 
on Blockchain solutions is 
forecast to reach $11.7 bil-
lion in 2022, according to 

Tech Trend

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE JAKHAMA
PB No. 39, Kohima, Nagaland – 797001

Applications are invited for the following Post of 
Office Assistant
Qualification

Any Graduate/Post Graduate with Good Computer 
Knowledge

Preference will be given for those who have 
minimum 2 years of experience

Applications with Bio-data may be submitted 
in person or 

by e-mail to stjosephc@gmail.com on or before 
30th August 2018.

Contact No: 9436437544
Principal

International Data Corpo-
ration (IDC). In 2018, glo-
bal blockchain spending 
is expected to hit $1.5 bil-
lion -- double the amount 
spent in 2017.

According to the IDC, 
Blockchain spending will 
be led by the financial sec-
tor ($552 million in 2018), 
driven largely by rapid 

adoption in the banking 
industry.

Kumar, however, has 
seen Blockchain adoption 
beyond the Banking, Fi-
nancial services and Insur-
ance (BFSI) sector in India.

“There is a lot of inter-
est from the Indian or-
ganisations across sectors, 
beyond BFSI, where we 
have witnessed initial up-
take. We see opportunity in 
pharma, oil and gas, retail 
and telecom, among other 
sectors,” Kumar informed.

Forward thinking com-
panies in the healthcare 
space are experimenting 
with Blockchain for sup-
ply chain management, 
combating spurious drugs 
in the system as well as for 
clinical trials.

“Oil companies are 
keen on using Blockchain 
technology for checking 
the authenticity of the bids 
and security,” Kumar told 
IANS.

To help businesses 
build Blockchain networks 
to drive efficient transac-
tions, Oracle in July made 
its “Blockchain Cloud 
Service” available in India.

Indian Oil, Arab Jordan 

Investment Bank, CargoS-
mart, Certified Origins, In-
telipost, MTO, Neurosoft, 
Nigeria Customs, Sofbang, 
Solar Site Design and Tra-
deFin are among the or-
ganisations which are early 
adaptors of Oracle’s Block-
chain platform.

“Businesses around the 
world have been deploying 
an early adopter version of 
Oracle ‘Blockchain Cloud 
Service’, which allows or-
ganisations to easily build 
blockchain networks to 
drive more secure and ef-
ficient transactions and 
to track goods through 
supply chains on a global 
scale,” Kumar explained.

Another latest addition 
in Oracle offerings is “Ora-
cle Soar” -- world’s first au-
tomated enterprise Cloud 
application upgrade prod-
uct that enables businesses 
to reduce the time and cost 
of Cloud migration by up 
to 30 per cent.

“We have provided a 
complete set of automated 
tools and proven cloud 
transition methodologies 
for the Soar solution that 
enables customers with 

applications running on 
premises to upgrade to 
Oracle Cloud Applications 
in as little as 20 weeks for 
a reasonably complex im-
plementation,” said the 
company executive.

Autonomous Cloud 
is the next generation of 
Cloud services which free 
up the most valuable and 
expensive resources -- hu-
mans -- to create more 
value for the business.

Moving forward, said 
Kumar, the company’s stra-
tegic priorities in India will 
focus on growing its Cloud 
business, growing the vol-
ume business through its 
new digital sales business 
unit and transforming the 
company’s sales culture.

“We want to make do-
ing business with us easy 
and quick. We will con-
tinue selling Oracle Cloud 
technologies and services 
to small and medium busi-
nesses, including start-
ups, in the country,” Ku-
mar emphasised.

The global tech major 
last year announced plans 
for a dedicated data centre 
in the country.

NNC mourns 
demise of 
member

AH&VS department 
conducts seminar 

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
The Naga National Council 
is  saddened at the demise 
of ‘Capt. (Retd.)’ YK Longs-
ghah Sio Yahan of Throilu 
village, Konyak region who 
passed away on Aug. 23.

The council said that 
Yahan was entrusted to the 
post of central executive 
council member of NNC on 
March 10 2010. 

The NNC described him 
as a man of true patriotic 
and devoted Naga national 
worker while rendering his 
service to the nation.

While lamenting at the 
‘untimely’ demise of Yahan, 
the council said his death 
was an irreplaceable loss. 
It said that his service ren-
dered for the Naga nation 
will always remain alive. 

The NNC prayed to the 
Almighty God to grant sol-
ace to the bereaved fam-
ily members, relatives and 
friends and for the departed 
soul to rest in peace. 

Dimapur, Aug. 25 (EMN): The depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry and Vet-
erinary Services (AH&VS) conducted an 
awareness camp under ASCAD 2017-18 
on Aug. 24 at Terogvunyu village under 
Tseminyu block.

During the camp, the deputy chief 
veterinary officer of Kohima, Dr. Joseph 
M Angami spoke on rural economic 
uplift through livestock rearing. 

Resource person for the event, 
Dr. Gwathonlo Tsela, VAS Tseminyu 
while talking on the livestock diseases, 
briefed the participants about the 
preventive measures and timely vac-
cinations. 

The camp was attended by farmers 
from Terogvunyu, New Terogvunyu and 
Henbenji villages. 

departments together for 
providing to public their 
entitlements.  

Deputy Commissioner 
Mon Thavaseelan K, said 
that the camp is a clas-
sic example of paradigm 
shift where government 
departments is coming 
to the public instead of 
public going to the de-
partment. He pointed out 
that this is the opportunity 
for the public to get all the 
services of the department 
under one roof which is a 
first of its kind in the dis-
trict. 

An update from the 
organisers informed that 
altogether 2703 benefi-
ciaries have been regis-
tered through real time 
registration, benefits and 
awareness under various 
government schemes and 
banking sector.   

On the same day, Jus-
tice Serto also inaugurated 
a library at Mon Town Stu-
dents’ Union office under 
the initiative of the NSLSA 
and Sarvahitey Library 
Project of New Delhi. 
More than 1000 books on 
various topics were pro-

vided in the library by the 
Sarvahitey, while the NSL-
SA provided furniture, and 
the deputy commissioner 
also donated book rack to-
wards the library. 

Two mini legal services 
camp was also organised 
by NSLSA and MDLSA in 
coordination with Labour 
department at Naginimo-
ra and Mon town on Aug. 
23 and 24. A total of 305 
construction workers were 
said to have registered un-
der the Nagaland Building 
and Other Construction 
Workers Scheme.  
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PATH
Unfrozen

BIBLE READ:   GALATIANS 2:11–16   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him 

to his face.  
~  Galatians 2:11

At a roundtable discussion about reconciliation, one participant wisely said, “Don’t freeze people in time.” He 
observed how we tend to remember mistakes people make and never grant them the opportunity to change.

There are so many moments in Peter’s life when God could have “frozen” him in time. But He never did. 
Peter—the impulsive disciple—“corrected” Jesus, earning a sharp rebuke from the Lord (Matthew 16:21–23). He 
famously denied Christ (John 18:15–27), only to be restored later (21:15–19). And he once contributed to racial 
divisions within the church.

The issue arose when Peter (also called Cephas) had separated himself from the Gentiles (Galatians 2:11–12). 
Only recently he associated freely with them. But some Jews arrived who insisted that circumcision was required 
for believers in Christ, so Peter began avoiding the uncircumcised Gentiles. This marked a dangerous return to the 
law of Moses. Paul called Peter’s behavior “hypocrisy” (v. 13). Because of Paul’s bold confrontation, the issue was 
resolved. Peter went on to serve God in the beautiful spirit of unity He intends for us.

No one needs to remain frozen in their worst moments. In God’s grace we can embrace each other, learn from 
each other, confront each other when it’s necessary, and grow together in His love.

Lord, draw us close to You today, so that we may also be closer to each other. Protect Your 
church’s unity. Give us understanding where there is distrust. Heal us where we are divided.

If we confront someone, we should have one goal in mind: restoration, 
not embarrassment. Chuck Swindoll

30 Powerful God Quotes – Inspirational Sayings About God and From God

There is No Safe Level of 
Drinking Alcohol — Lancet

Smoking Conventional, E-Cigarettes Daily Can Be More Dangerous — Study

How E.Coli Could Aid in Fight Against Anaemia

S
ometimes, it's hard to feel close 
to God. It may be hard to feel his 
presence or hear his voice. At those 
times, we can stand on things that 

we know about him, things that we've read 
in scripture and encouragement from other 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Here, you can 
find 30 God quotes and inspirational say-
ings about God AND from God to encour-
age you in your walk!

Who is God? That's a hard question to 
answer. He's the Alpha and the Omega. 
He's the Father. He is loving, and the Crea-
tor, not only of us but of the heavens and 
earth and everything in them. He redeems 
us and saves us. He's the triune God. He 
reigns, forever.

God Quotes about Who He Is

God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This 
is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.' " – Exodus 3:14
This is the message we have heard from 
him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all. – 1 John 5
"God can't give us peace and happiness 
apart from Himself because there is no 
such thing." — C.S. Lewis
Do not worship any other god, for the 
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 
God. – Exodus 34:14
He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gath-
ers the lambs in his arms and carries them 
close to his heart; he gently leads those that 
have young. Who has measured the wa-
ters in the hollow of his hand, or with the 
breadth of his hand marked off the heav-
ens? Who has held the dust of the earth in 
a basket, or weighed the mountains on the 
scales and the hills in a balance? Who can 
fathom the Spirit of the LORD, or instruct 
the LORD as his counselor? Whom did the 
LORD consult to enlighten him, and who 
taught him the right way? Who was it that 
taught him knowledge, or showed him the 
path of understanding? – Isaiah 40:11-14

For who is God besides the LORD? And who 
is the Rock except our God? It is God who 
arms me with strength and keeps my way 
secure. He makes my feet like the feet of a 
deer; he causes me to stand on the heights. 
– 2 Samuel 22:32-34
Then the LORD came down in the cloud and 
stood there with him and proclaimed his 
name, the LORD. And he passed in front of 
Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, 
the compassionate and gracious God, slow 
to anger, abounding in love and faithful-
ness, maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet 
he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he 
punishes the children and their children for 
the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation." – Exodus 34: 5-7
"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the 
Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who 
is to come, the Almighty." – Revelation 1:8

God Quotes about What He Does

And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 
For those God foreknew he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers and sisters. And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, 
he also justified; those he justified, he also 
glorified. What, then, shall we say in re-
sponse to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who did not spare his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all-how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously 
give us all things? – Romans 8:28-32
The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty 
Warrior who saves. He will take great delight 
in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke 
you, but will rejoice over you with singing." 
– Zephaniah 3:17
God Quotes about What He's Done - God 
as Creator

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the 
storm. He said: "Who is this that obscures 
my plans with words without knowledge? 
Brace yourself like a man; I will question 

you, and you shall answer me. "Where were 
you when I laid the earth's foundation? 
Tell me, if you understand. Who marked 
off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who 
stretched a measuring line across it? On 
what were its footings set, or who laid its 
cornerstone- while the morning stars sang 
together and all the angels shouted for joy? 
"Who shut up the sea behind doors when 
it burst forth from the womb, when I made 
the clouds its garment and wrapped it in 
thick darkness, when I fixed limits for it and 
set its doors and bars in place, when I said, 
‘This far you may come and no farther; here 
is where your proud waves halt'? – Job 38:1-
11
In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. – Genesis 1:1
The LORD God said, "It is not good for the 
man to be alone. I will make a helper suit-
able for him." – Genesis 1:18
"The more we let God take us over, the 
more truly ourselves we become – because 
He made us. He invented us. He invented 
all the different people that you and I were 
intended to be. . .It is when I turn to Christ, 
when I give up myself to His personality, 
that I first begin to have a real personality of 
my own." —  C.S. Lewis

God Quotes about God's Love

"Even when I cannot see him, I can hear the 
beautiful gallop of God’s heartbeat for hu-
manity." – Christine Caine
But the LORD said, "You have been con-
cerned about this plant, though you did not 
tend it or make it grow. It sprang up over-
night and died overnight. And should I not 
have concern for the great city of Nineveh, 
in which there are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand people who cannot 
tell their right hand from their left-and also 
many animals?" –Jonah 4:10-11
"The great thing to remember is that though 
our feelings come and go God's love for us 
does not." — C.S. Lewis
When all the people were being baptized, 
Jesus was baptized too. And as he was pray-
ing, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit 

descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You 
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased." – Luke 3:21-22
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through 
him. This is love: not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, 
since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; but 
if we love one another, God lives in us and 
his love is made complete in us. This is how 
we know that we live in him and he in us: 
He has given us of his Spirit. And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in them and they in God. And so 
we know and rely on the love God has for 
us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in them. –1 John 4:7-16

God Quotes about What He's Done for Us

But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. – Romans 5:8
For what the law was powerless to do be-
cause it was weakened by the flesh, God 
did by sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in the flesh, in order that 
the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fully met in us, who do not live accord-
ing to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
– Romans 8:3-4
"The cross shows us the seriousness of our 
sin-but it also shows us the immeasurable 
love of God." –Billy Graham
For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. – 
John 3:16
"God proved his love on the Cross. When 

Christ hung, and bled, and died, it was God 
saying to the world, ‘I love you.'" – Billy Gra-
ham
Now it is God who makes both us and you 
stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his 
seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in 
our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what 
is to come. – 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

God Quotes about Our Relationship 
with God

For those who are led by the Spirit of God 
are the children of God. – Romans 8:14
"God is able to take the mess of our past 
and turn it into a message. He takes the tri-
als and tests and turns them into a testimo-
ny." – Christine Caine
Because of the LORD's great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. – Lamentations 3:22-23
For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, nei-
ther height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. – Romans 8:38-39
But from everlasting to everlasting the 
LORD's love is with those who fear him, 
and his righteousness with their children's 
children- with those who keep his cov-
enant and remember to obey his precepts. 
– Psalm 103:17-18

The most important thing we can take 
away from this is that God is a loving God. 
He lovingly created the heavens and earth 
and all of the creatures in it. He lovingly cre-
ated us and desired relationship with us–
even from the time in the Garden of Eden. 
After the fall of man, He desired a reconcili-
ation so much that He sent His Son into the 
world to live a perfect life and die to pay the 
penalty for our sins. It's because of this that 
we stand uncondemned before God (Ro-
mans 8:1) for those in Christ. We hope you 
found these 30 God quotes helpful and in-
spirational!

C
ontrary to claims that one or 
two glasses of wine a day keep 
you healthy, a study published 
in the prestigious journal The 

Lancet has warned that there is no 
safe level of drinking alcohol as it is as-
sociated with nearly one in 10 deaths 
among middle-aged people.

The findings showed that any 
health benefits of alcohol against heart 
disease and diabetes are outweighed 
by its adverse effects on other aspects 
of health, particularly cancers.

"The conclusions of the study are 
clear and unambiguous: alcohol is a 
colossal global health issue and small 
reductions in health-related harms 
at low levels of alcohol intake are out-
weighed by the increased risk of other 
health-related harms, including can-
cer," said Robyn Burton, from the 
King's College London. 

Globally, one in three people (32.5 
per cent) drink alcohol -- equivalent 
to 2.4 billion people -- including 25 per 
cent of women (0.9 billion women) and 
39 per cent of men (1.5 billion men). 

Consequently, 2.2 per cent of wom-
en and 6.8 per cent of men died from 
alcohol-related health problems each 
year.

"Policies focussing on reducing al-
cohol consumption to the lowest levels 

will be important to improve health. 
"The widely held view of the health 

benefits of alcohol needs revising, par-
ticularly as improved methods and 
analyses continue to shed light on how 
much alcohol contributes to global 
death and disability," said lead author 
Max Griswold, from the University of 
Washington in the US. 

The Global Burden of Disease study 
estimated the level of alcohol use and 
health effects in 28 million people 
across 195 countries between 1990 and 
2016.

For people aged 50 and older, can-
cers were a leading cause of alcohol re-
lated death, constituting 27.1 per cent 
of deaths in women and 18.9 per cent 
deaths in men.

"Worldwide we need to revisit al-
cohol control policies and health pro-
grammes, and to consider recommen-
dations for abstaining from alcohol. 

"These include excise taxes on alco-
hol, controlling the physical availability 
of alcohol and the hours of sale, and 
controlling alcohol advertising. Any of 
these policy actions would contribute 
to reductions in population-level con-
sumption, a vital step toward decreas-
ing the health loss associated with al-
cohol use," the researchers said.

Source: IANS

D
aily usage of 
conventional 
and electronic 
cigarettes to-

gether can increase your 
chances of heart attack by 
five times, a new study has 
warned.

The findings showed 
that the use of both ciga-
rettes in a day -- which was 
the most common pattern 
observed among e-cig-
arette users -- appeared 
to be more dangerous 
than using either product 
alone.

The research team also 
found that the use of elec-
tronic cigarettes everyday 
can nearly double the 
odds of a heart attack.

"Most adults who use 
e-cigarettes continue to 
smoke cigarettes. While 

they may think they are 
reducing their health risks, 
we found that the heart 
attack risk of e-cigarettes 
adds to the risk of smok-
ing cigarettes," said senior 
author Stanton Glantz, 
Professor at University of 
California, San Francisco 
(UCSF).

E-cigarettes deliver 
aerosol of nicotine and 
other flavours by heating 
a liquid, and are promoted 
as a safer alternative to 
conventional cigarettes, 
which generate the nico-
tine aerosol by burning 
tobacco.

The study found that 
while e-cigarettes deliver 
lower level of carcinogens 
than conventional ciga-
rettes, they deliver both 
ultrafine particles (about 

1/50 the size of human 
hair) and other toxins that 
have been linked to cardi-
ovascular and non-cancer 
lung disease risks. 

For the study, the team 
involved 69,452 people. 
The participants were 
asked if they had ever 
used e-cigarettes and/or 
cigarettes, and whether 
they had ever been told 
by a doctor or other health 
professional that they had 
a heart attack.

Among the 9,352 cur-
rent and former e-ciga-
rette users, 333 (3.6 per 
cent) had experienced a 
heart attack at some point, 
with the highest percent-
age (6.1 per cent) among 
those who used e-ciga-
rettes daily.

In the study, a quarter 

of the 2,259 people who 
currently used e-cigarettes 
were former smokers of 
conventional cigarettes 
and about 66 per cent of 
current e-cigarette users 
were also current cigarette 
smokers.

However, the research 
also reported some good 

news if smokers quit.
"The risk of heart at-

tack starts to drop im-
mediately after you stop 
smoking. Our results sug-
gest the same is true when 
they stop using e-ciga-
rettes," Glantz mentioned.

Source: IANS

R
esearchers have 
found that Es-
cherichia coli (E. 
coli) -- the most 

prevalent bacterium in the 
human and animal gut -- 
plays a critical role in pro-
moting health by boosting 
iron absorption, challeng-
ing the previous held no-
tion that it causes food poi-
soning or steals nutrients 
from its host.

The study, published in 
the journal Cell, shed new 
light on the mechanism by 
which E. coli benefits its 
host and could ultimately 
lead to more effective ther-
apies for iron deficiency anaemia, 
which impacts more than 1 billion 
people worldwide.

Scientists have long known 
that E.coli produces a compound 
called enterobactin to scavenge 
iron for its own survival and prop-
agation. 

But they presumed that in do-

ing so, it stole iron from its host 
in what is often referred to as an 
"iron tug of war."

This new study challenged 
that paradigm, suggesting that 
enterobactin also binds to a pro-
tein called ATP synthase inside 
the host's mitochondria, drawing 
iron into the host's cells too, the 
researchers explained.

"In recent years, we have 
begun to realise that many mi-
croorganisms populating the 
human gastrointestinal tract are 
good for us, but we are only be-
ginning to discover exactly what 
benefits they offer and how," 
said Min Han, Professor at the 
University of Colorado (CU) - 
Boulder in the US. 

"This new finding identi-
fies one key role of E.coli and 
that is to help cells absorb 
iron," he added.

In the study, the team 
started with a series of ex-
periments using Caenorhab-
ditis elegans (C. elegans) -- a 
roundworm naturally rich in 
E. coli. 

When the young worms 
genetically altered to lack 
the ability to produce a com-
pound called enterobactin 
were fed E. coli, they grew 
slowly and their iron levels 
were low. 

When enterobactin 
was re-introduced into the 

worms, natural growth resumed 
and iron levels rose.

Subsequent experiments in 
human cells showed that supple-
menting the diet with enterobac-
tin, even without the addition of 
iron, prominently boosted iron 
levels in cells.

Source: IANS



EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Sunday, August 26, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

Shambhavi Naik | thewire.in

Himanshu Gupta and Harsh Taneja | thewire.in

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may run into 
some tension today as fantasy gets in the 
way of your plan of attack, Aries. Keep in 
mind that things are moving rapidly these 

days, and the slightest movement is magnified. Don’t 
try to undo things that can’t be undone. Accept your 
mistakes and move on. There’s a whole world for you to 
explore and conquer, so try not to get trapped in your 
own little box.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may run 
into a great deal of frustration if you try to 
fight the current circumstances, Taurus. 
The key is to take whatever situation you’re 

in and make the best of it. Whining and moping about 
your position won’t make things better. You have great 
gifts to be proud of and thankful for, so don’t throw 
them away by thinking that they have no outlet. Create 
your own reality.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Keeping things in 
balance today might be tricky, Gemini, since 
your instincts may gravitate toward a loving, 
fanciful, peaceful situation. There’s a harsh, 

warring force working against this position. Beware 
of this powerful energy that’s self-centered and coura-
geous. Stick with the things you know and don’t stoop 
to another’s level if it doesn’t sit right with you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Things may 
be tough and aggressive today, Cancer, but 
that doesn’t mean you can’t make progress. 
There’s a nervous energy in the air spurring 

people to action. Keep in mind that you’re likely to get 
caught up in the frenzy and be called to take a stand. 
Be careful that your viewpoint doesn’t become fixed 
and stubborn. You can learn some valuable lessons by 
listening to others.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Make sure that the 
battle you fight today is yours, Leo. There’s 
a great deal of tension in the air that might 
erupt when you least expect it. It may be-

hoove you to stay detached from the war that’s apt to 
ensue. Keep things light and try not to take things too 
seriously. Your philosophical viewpoint and strong 
spirit are the very combination needed to resolve the 
situation.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Wake up on the 
right side of bed, Virgo. This will set the tone 
for the rest of the day. Keep things positive 
and you’ll find that the aggressive energies 

of the day work for instead of against you. Don’t try to 
fight people who are so obstinate that they refuse to see 
another perspective. At the same time, make sure you 
stay open to other people’s points of view.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may feel a 
strong connection with your fanciful, ro-
mantic side today, Libra. Dreams and illu-
sions are apt to enter the scene and take you 

into the clouds. Be careful, because you might find 
that a strong aggressive force opposes these dreams. 
Your wit and connection with new technology and 
electrical gadgets will be your greatest assets on a day 
like today.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Give people 
the benefit of the doubt today, Scorpio. Even 
though you may not agree with everything 
going on around you, people have their rea-

sons for the way they act and the way they are. This 
doesn’t mean that you need to act in exactly the same 
manner. Stick to your routine and don’t get thrown off 
track by the aggressive warrior in others.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Some ac-
tion you took yesterday may be opposed to-
day, Sagittarius. Unclear facts and romantic 
fantasies could get in the way of your taking 

decisive action. You may feel the need to act anyway. 
Keep in mind that communication could be tainted 
by pockets of uncertainty. Try not to rock the boat. 
Today’s energy is a delicate balance between war and 
peace.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): If you find 
yourself in a slump today, Capricorn, don’t 
worry. It could be that nothing fits right or 
that a certain nervous, restless energy urges 

you to take action but uncertainty prevents you from 
knowing which way to turn. This combination could 
result in a locked-up feeling that keeps you incapable 
of any movement at all.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Use the day’s 
boisterous energy to take charge and make 
things happen, Aquarius. You’ll find that ac-
tions you take today resonate in the coming 

days. Don’t worry about the consequences. Simply go 
for the gusto. Strong forces are at work encouraging 
you to seek freedom in your creative endeavors and 
giving you more room to explore your inner sanctuary 
that you hold so dearly.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): There’s apt to be 
powerful aggression today that may leave 
you feeling like you want to declare war on 
everyone, Pisces. You may get the feeling 

that everyone else is completely nuts and you’re the 
only one who really knows what’s going on. Beware 
of misinformed people and false information. Fights 
could erupt over facts that seem true at first but are just 
someone’s misguided dreams.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Time for India to Set Up a Framework to Use Gene-Editing Tech in Its Farms

WhatsApp Told India That Tracing Fake News Would Break Encryption. Is This True?

T
he European Court of Justice has 
ruled that organisms altered using 
gene editing tools should be sub-
jected to the same rules as geneti-

cally modified organisms (GMO). This has 
led to disappointment among researchers, 
whose hopes had been buoyed earlier by a 
court document suggesting that gene editing 
would be treated differently.

On the other hand, the US Department of 
Agriculture held that only genetically modi-
fied organisms (GMO), and not genetically 
edited organisms, deserved special regula-
tion.

However, India should create its own 
framework for regulating genetically edited 
organisms instead of following either the Eu-
ropean or American models.

Climate change, loss of arable land and 
increasing human population have together 
strained our existing food resources, so new 
plant traits are needed to cater to the rising 
demand. These plants may be resistant to 
pests, have higher yield or be bio-fortified 
with vitamins or minerals. Plant breeding, 
gene-modification and gene-editing are all 
tools to achieve genetic changes that lead to 

better plant varieties.
Plant breeding is the traditional meth-

od where plants with anticipated traits are 
crossed and the desirable offspring are se-
lected. This process causes multiple genetic 
changes throughout the plant’s DNA and is 
not specific to the trait of interest.

In GMOs, genes derived from other or-
ganisms are added to a target organism to 
confer the trait of interest. For example, Bt 
cotton contains a gene from the bacterium 
called Bacillus thuringiensis, which confers 
resistance to pink bollworms.

Gene editing employs technologies to 
edit the host organism’s existing genes, mak-
ing this the most precise way to elicit a genet-
ic change. This is the key difference between 
a genetically modified organism – GMO – 
and a genetically edited organism – GEO. A 
GMO contains a piece of foreign DNA while 
a GEO have its own DNA altered, with no ad-
dition of any foreign genes.

All three processes methods to genetic 
changes and all three processes can have 
off-target effects. However traditional plant 
breeding is a slow process and will be unable 
to cope with the rate of climate change. Gene 
modifying/editing technologies are rela-
tively fast, easily replicable and can be used 

for mass production. Examples of impactful 
GMOs include Bt cotton, which has made 
India a global leader in cotton production, 
golden rice, which is under trial in Philip-
pines and Bangladesh, and Bt brinjal, which 
has made considerable progress in Bangla-
desh.

GMOs have, however, not been easily ac-
cepted in India. The sole exception has been 
Bt cotton, cultivated in over 90% of all the 
land used to grow cotton in the country. But 
other GM food crops, including GM mus-
tard and Bt brinjal are yet to pass regulatory 
hurdles in spite of having been developed in 
India. The case for GMOs is confounded by 
regulatory ambiguity and strong opposition 
by anti-GMO NGOs.

There are risks associated with the use of 
any emerging technology and genetic modi-
fication/editing is no different. However, 
these risks can only be alleviated through 
transparent governance, not through mora-
toria. Further scientific risks, such as the de-
velopment of resistance in bollworms to Bt 
Cotton, are applicable to crops derived us-
ing any technology. Such risks can be antici-
pated and mitigated through regulation and 
dialogue between farmers, policymakers and 
industry. Moratoria, on the other hand, do 

not help the industry or farmers and may be 
harmful to the growth of technology.

In the case of Bt brinjal, more than Rs 
12,000 crore’s worth of investments in bio-
technology research have dried up following 
the moratorium.

We are now in the midst of a technol-
ogy revolution, where the combined use of 
artificial intelligence and gene editing could 
empower scientists to design plants with de-
sired traits suited for local conditions. Unlike 
GMOs, it will be difficult to distinguish ge-
netically edited crops from traditionally bred 
plants. In the face of strict regulation compa-
nies, may resort to a shadow economy; gene-
edited crops could be passed as traditionally 
bred and escape all scrutiny.

Alternatively, we risk choking the ge-
netic editing industry that has the poten-
tial to solve our food problems. Instead, a 
discussion on the importance and need for 
genetically edited crops and a governance 
framework that balances their promotion 
and safety of the environment is required. 
A framework that imposes stricter checks as 
genetically edited crops near commercialisa-
tion will help promote research in this field.

A strong redressal mechanism, transpar-
ent disclosure of safety tests and inclusion 

of farmers and industry representatives in 
the regulatory structures will increase confi-
dence in genetically edited crops. To ensure 
that such crops are not limited to the major 
agricultural companies, it is also impor-
tant that smaller companies invest in the 
research. This can be only enabled by well-
defined governance that rewards companies 
that focus on the safety and efficacy of the 
edited organism.

Genetic editing is an emerging technol-
ogy and holds strong potential to alleviate 
problems in many sectors – including agri-
culture, healthcare and environment. How-
ever, it needs to be backed by policy to help 
realise this potential. A single adverse regula-
tion may have disastrous consequences and 
will likely spill over to other applications of 
genetic editing.

If India classifies genetic editing as gene 
modification – and so doom GEOs to the fate 
of GMOs – we will be signalling our unwill-
ingness to participate in the genetic editing 
race, whose winner will clearly hold the key 
to development in the 21st century.

Shambhavi Naik is a research analyst at 
the Takshashila Institution. She has a PhD 

in cancer biology from the University of 
Leicester.

W
hatsApp claims that because it is an end-to-
end encrypted network, there’s little it can do 
to stop the spread of fake news. Most recently, 
it has denied requests by the Indian govern-

ment to build an infrastructure to build traceability of fake 
messages, claiming that doing so would break end-to-end 
encryption.

The government has been considering regulations that 
would require social media platforms and instant messag-
ing apps such as WhatsApp to manage the fake news on 
their platforms themselves, including tracing the origin of 
malicious messages.

There is enough evidence to show that by using meta-
data and deploying human content moderation, What-
sApp could slow down the spread of fake news, remove 
misinformation and even punish bad actors – all this with-
out breaking end-to-end encryption. A detailed analysis 
of ours, published in the Columbia Journalism Review, ex-
amines this in depth. (Disclosure: one of the authors of the 
paper, Himanshu Gupta, worked with Tencent’s WeChat 
previously, which is a competitor to WhatsApp globally.)

Here, we provide a brief summary and the implica-
tions of our analysis for the Indian government-WhatsApp 
tussle.

In our CJR paper, we provide evidence to establish that 
although WhatsApp can’t read the contents of messages, 
it reads and stores parts of the metadata of every message 
being sent on its platform. The metadata in this case can 
be some details which aren’t pertaining to the actual con-
tent of the message itself, such as its time of send, IP ad-
dress etc, which aren’t end-to-end encrypted and remain 
available to WhatsApp.

Even though WhatsApp claims in its privacy policy 

that it deletes messages from its servers once they’re de-
livered, they have admitted in a Delhi high court affidavit 
that they actually store popular photos and videos on their 
servers for longer durations to enable faster file transfers 
for better user experience. Another experiment confirms 
that WhatsApp stores data on its servers long after they are 
downloaded, or deleted from the local handset device by 
the original chat participants.

As detailed in WhatsApp’s encryption security paper, 
the quick forwarding of attachments feature of What-
sApp works by using a combination of caching of files on 
its servers, and WhatsApp being able to access and store 
metadata for each of them.
As our paper notes:
“WhatsApp’s encryption security paper states that What-
sApp uniquely identifies each attachment with a cryp-
tographic hash (a cryptographic text that is unique for 
each file) and whenever a downloaded attachment is be-
ing “forwarded,” WhatsApp checks if a file with the same 
cryptographic hash already exists on its server. In case the 
answer is yes, WhatsApp does not upload the file from the 
user’s phone to the server, and instead sends a copy of the file 
stored on its server directly to the final recipient. This imple-
mentation, while improving the user experience by improv-
ing the speed of the file transfer and saving Internet band-
width of the end-user, also demonstrates that WhatsApp 
can point to specific files residing on its servers despite the 
end-to-end encryption. Hence, it has the capability to track 
a specific piece of content on its platform even if it does not 
know what is the actual content inside that message due to 
end-to-end encryption.”

With the above capabilities, WhatsApp can also poten-
tially determine who sent a particular file to whom. In short, 
it can track a message’s journey on its platform (and thereby, 
fake news) and identify the originator of that message.

However, just having files on its servers and their meta-
data isn’t enough for WhatsApp to identify fake news, as it 
doesn’t actually know what is the content inside those files 
and messages, which is how things stand today.

To solve this, we suggest that WhatsApp set-up a con-
tent moderation system, managed by actual human mod-
erators, to which users can “report” suspected messages. 
This act of “reporting” is just “forwarding” the suspected 
fake message contents to WhatsApp’s content moderation 
system, thereby converting the encrypted message to a 
plain media or text, something the moderation teams can 
easily fact check. If these moderators after due fact check-
ing ascertain that a particular message is indeed fake, 
and since as detailed above, WhatsApp can identify that 
particular message’s metadata precisely, it can tag that 
message throughout its platform as “fake news”. It can be 
argued that WhatsApp can also, with some tweaks to its al-
gorithm, identify the original sender of a fake news image 
or video, and potentially stop that content from further 
spreading on its network.

Facebook, which is the owner of WhatsApp, is already 
performing fake news moderation on its platform in the 
wake of several investigations into its role in US elec-
tion meddling. It can use the existing infrastructure of its 
20,000 human content moderators, and build on Face-
book’s existing practice of using a network of accredited 
external fact checkers, to manage the content moderation 
on WhatsApp.
The tussle between moderating fake news and 
protecting privacy
Our paper effectively demonstrates that WhatsApp can tag 
a reported message as “fake” post its fact-check, “block” it 
from being forwarded further, and even potentially trace 
its origin. All of the above can happen without breaking 
end-to-encryption, which means no third party or govern-

ment can or should ever snoop on any of the conversa-
tions.

In this design, even WhatsApp itself can only get a copy 
of the messages which have been explicitly “reported” by 
users. From privacy point of view, this is, in effect, some-
what similar to a user taking a screenshot of the message 
and sharing it outside of WhatsApp.

Considering the severity of the fake news crisis, it is 
vital that WhatsApp does not remain a plain uninvolved 
observer. To stop fake news, we recommend that What-
sApp should build this infrastructure, but the government 
shouldn’t have any access to it.

While WhatsApp has added a few technical tweaks in 
the past one year to stop fake news, none of its efforts in-
volve moderating actual content, and hence would always 
fall short.

However, we do understand that adding the feature 
of “tracing the origin of fake news” can have problematic 
implications at least hypothetically. It could, for instance, 
open a can of worms if misused. A state dissident who has 
written a popular anti-establishment message on What-
sApp can potentially be traced, which is tantamount to 
censorship.

Therefore we would suggest WhatsApp to self-police 
fake news itself, and the government to stay out of it. In 
absence of WhatsApp taking any material actions, the gov-
ernment is more likely to implement overreaching regu-
lations or even possibly block the platform itself, which 
would end up hurting both the platform and the users.

Himanshu Gupta and Harsh Taneja are employed 
respectively as the Head of Growth at Capital Float 

owned Walnut, a financial technology startup 
in India and Assistant Professor in the College of 

Media (Advertising) at University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign.

Saket Suman  | IANS

Greatest Mistake Bhutan Can Make is to 
Live in Isolation — Environmentalist

C
onservation of the 
environment is one 
of the four pillars of 
Bhutan's Gross Na-

tional Happiness philosophy 
but "the greatest mistake" the 
Himalayan nation can make is 
"to live in isolation", Daniel C. 
Taylor, who has been engaged 
in social change and environ-
mental conservation for over 
four decades, said here on Sat-
urday.

Taylor was speaking on 
"Environmental Justice: Ques-
tions For The Future" on the 
closing day of the Mountain 
Echoes literary festival. Using 
a powerpoint presentation, the 
well-regarded environmental-
ist behind the creation of two 
massive national parks around 
Mount Everest, one in China 

and the other in Nepal, ex-
plored the various stumbling 
blocks in the path of conserva-
tion.

Bhutan has mandated en-
vironmental preservation in its 
Constitution and preserves 60 
per cent of its land under forest 
cover. But it is sandwiched be-
tween India and China, argu-
ably among the most polluting 
countries in the world.

Responding to a question 
on similar lines, Taylor con-
tended that Bhutan should not 
live in isolation.

He said that pollution and 
degradation of environment is 
not limited to one country or 
one region alone. "It is an eco-
system," he said, elaborating 
at length how pollution aris-
ing from China or India could 
have impacts on Bhutan.

On its part, Bhutan is a 

carbon-negative country and 
home to the highest percent-
age -- more than 51 per cent 
-- of protected land in Asia.

"The greatest mistake that 
Bhutan can make is to remain 
isolated. The challenge for 
Bhutan is to work with both 
India and China. At the same 
time, it also needs to work with 
the world.

"Bhutan has to take an ac-
tive role in teaching the world 
about environmental justice 
because you have done tre-
mendous work in conserving 
the natural habitats in your 
country," said the 71-year-old.

Taylor said that India and 
China "are themselves coun-
tries in disruption" and thus 
there was a great deal that the 
landlocked nation can impart 
to its neighbours.

Directly referring to China, 

he said that he worked there 
for several years and saw the 
wide-ranging impacts of its 
policies on the environment.

He pointed out that be-
ing so close to the China and 
India, Bhutan would see im-
plications of pollution arising 
from its neighbours despite its 
enormous forest cover.

"We are all riding one gi-
ant ball called Earth, which is 
headed into a future -- a fu-
ture which may be frightening. 
What each of us can do is teach 
each other," Taylor said.

In his 45-minute session, 
Taylor also presented some 
rare photographs, audio and 
visual clippings of his journeys 
through the Himalayas.

Comparing two photo-
graphs -- one taken during 
his first visit to the Paro val-
ley some 60 years ago and the 

other taken just four days ago 
-- he showed that the forest 
cover increased in the Paro Val-
ley, despite the construction of 
the Paro International Airport.

"No country is developed 
or underdeveloped. All coun-
tries are developing. Aero-
planes, better homes along 
with more trees should be the 
future," he contended.

Mountain Echoes literary 
festival is an initiative of the 
India-Bhutan foundation and 
Siyahi, a Jaipur based literary 
consultancy agency.

The ninth edition of the 
festival will reach its culmina-
tion on Saturday evening.

Saket Suman is in Thimphu 
at the invitation of the 

organisers of Mountain 
Echoes literary festival. He 

can be contacted at saket.s@
ians.inDaniel C. Taylor.
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Congress demands detailed 
inquiry into Rafale deal 

Enough evidence to summon Lalu as accused 
in IRCTC hotels PMLA case — ED to Court

Sitharaman’s itinerary row 
persists, war of words continues

Heavy rainfall warning issued 
in nine districts of Bengal

Shelter-home case: Court rejects 
anticipatory bail of ex-minister, husband

Article 35A must be protected, says Aiyar

Telangana CM meets PM amid talk of early pollsCourt to consider chargesheet 
against Kejriwal, Sisodia

PTI

Senior Congress leader P Chidambaram interacts with the media as West Bengal Pradesh Congress 
president Adhir Chowdhury(L) looks on, at Pradesh Congress office in Kolkata on Saturday.

PTI

Senior Congress leader Mani Shankar Aiyer talks to the media a 
discussion on ‘Jammu Kashmir and Indo-Pak Relations’, in Srinagar 
on Saturday.

PTI

Nirmala Sitharaman (File Photo)

Kolkata, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
Launching a fresh assault 
against the Modi govern-
ment on the Rafale air-
craft deal, the Congress 
on Saturday demanded a 
public debate and detailed 
inquiry into the “secretive” 
happenings and alleged 
that the defence procure-
ment procedure had been 
ignored and senior minis-
ters kept in the dark about 
the negotiations.

Senior party leader P. 
Chidambaram alleged that 
the price for the aircraft 
had increased over three 
times under the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) regime than what 
was agreed to by the erst-
while United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment.

“We think the matter is 
serious enough that there 
should be a public debate 
and a detailed inquiry, 
which is why the Congress 
President (Rahul Gandhi) 
and the party have raised 
the issue,” he told the 
media at the West Bengal 
Pradesh Congress head-
quarters here.

Chidambaram said 
the UPA government had 
entered into a contract 
to acquire 126 Rafale air-
craft -- 18 of them in fly 
away condition and the 
remaining 108 aircraft to 
be made in India by the 
public sector Undertaking 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd (HAL) in Bengaluru, 
under a transfer of tech-
nology agreement with a 
French company, Dassault 

Aviation.
“The negotiated price 

was Rs 526 crore per air-
craft. Suppose instead of 
18 aircraft, we were buying 
36 aircraft at Rs 526 per air-
craft, it would have come 
to Rs 18,940 crore,” he said.

However, after the UPA 
was voted out in 2014 and 
the NDA came to power, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during an official 
visit to France on April 
10, 2015 announced that 
an agreement had been 
signed to buy off the shelf 
36 Rafale aircraft.

Although the price was 
not revealed, in subse-
quent documents of Das-
sault Aviation’s report, the 
price was given as 7.5 bil-
lion euros, equivalent to Rs 
60,145 crore, Chidambar-
am claimed.

“The price which was 
agreed on the Prime Min-

ister’s visit was Rs 60,145 
crore and per aircraft it 
comes to Rs 1,670 crore 
as against Rs 526 crore 
(negotiated by the UPA),” 
he said.

“I am revealing the 
price today, what is so se-
cret about it? It is there in 
Dassault’s annual report 
which is 7.5 billion eu-
ros,” he said, while point-
ing out that the UPA had 
made public prices of the 
ship INS Vikramaditya, 
the Kaveri Engine and the 
Sukhoi and Miraj aircraft.

Raising questions 
about the procedure fol-
lowed for the new agree-
ment, the Congress leader 
said: “There is a defence 
procurement procedure 
which was completely by-
passed. There is a contract 
negotiation committee, 
which never met for this 
deal. There is a price nego-

tiation committee, which 
was never called to meet 
for this deal.

“Above all, there is a 
cabinet committee on se-
curity, which has to ap-
prove any defence pur-
chase of this size. None 
of these committees were 
involved. None of the min-
isters knew about it. The 
defence, finance and ex-
ternal ministers did not 
know about it.”

Chidambaram pointed 
out that even though the 
Rafale aircraft was sup-
posed to be an emergency 
purchase to boost the de-
pleted strength of the In-
dian Air Force, not a single 
aircraft has arrived even 40 
months after the deal was 
clinched.

“What kind of an agree-
ment is this?” he asked.

He also claimed that 
under the pact inked dur-

New Delhi, Aug. 25 (PTI): The Enforce-
ment Directorate today told a Delhi court 
that there was enough evidence to take 
cognisance of its charge sheet and sum-
mon RJD chief Lalu Prasad, his wife Rabri 
Devi and others as accused in connection 
with the IRCTC hotels allotment money 
laundering case.

Special Judge Arvind Kumar reserved 
his order on whether to summon Prasad, 
his wife, their son former Bihar deputy 
chief minister Tejashwi Yadav as accused 
for September 11.

The ED’s special public prosecu-
tor Atul Tripathy told the court that the 
agency had gathered enough evidence 
against the accused and had submitted 
them along with the charge sheet.

“These evidence are enough to take 
cognisance of the charge sheet and sum-
moned those named in them as accused,” 
the counsel said.

In the charge sheet filed yesterday, 
the ED had also named RJD member PC 
Gupta and his wife Sarla Gupta, a firm 
Lara Projects and 10 others in the pros-
ecution complaint (charge sheet) filed 
under the Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA).

The agency said Prasad and IRCTC 
officials allegedly misused their position 
for granting sub-lease of the rights of two 
railway hotels at Puri and Ranchi to Ms 
Sujata Hotel Pvt. Ltd. owned by Kochhars. 

In lieu of the hotels sub-lease, 358 
decimal of prime plot of land in Patna 
was transferred to Ms Delight Marketing 
Company Pvt Ltd (a company owned by 
family of P C Gupta who is a close associ-
ate of Prasad and an MP from RJD) in 
February 2005 at a rate which was much 
less than the then prevailing circle rates. 

“The said company possessing valu-
able chunk of land gradually got trans-
ferred to Rabri Devi and her son Tejas-
hwi by way of share purchase at nominal 
prices. 

“The funds used to acquire the land 

had dubious origin and had been laun-
dered through 151 group of companies 
belonging to P C Gupta by using an NBFC 
named Ms Abhishek Finance Company 
Limited,” the agency charged. 

Subsequently, the shares of Ms De-
light Marketing Company Private Lim-
ited, it said, were acquired by Rabri Devi 
and Tejashwi at less than fair market 
value. 

“It is noteworthy that the funds used 
for acquisition of shares by Rabri Devi are 
questionable and individuals from whom 
Tejashwi had purchased shares denied 
any knowledge of holding them,” it said.

The ED said it has attached assets 
worth over Rs 44 crore in this case till now.

The CBI too had filed a charge sheet in 
this case sometime back.

The CBI FIR had alleged that Lalu 
Prasad, during his tenure as the railway 
minister in UPA-I government, handed 
over the maintenance of two IRCTC 
hotels to a company in 2004 after receiv-
ing a bribe in the form of a prime land 
in Patna through a ‘benami’ company 
owned by Sarla Gupta, the wife of Prem 
Chand Gupta, who was also a former 
union minister.

The ED registered the criminal case 
against his family members and others 
under the PMLA, based on this CBI FIR. 

The ED is investigating the alleged 
“proceeds of crime” generated by the 
accused, purportedly through shell com-
panies, according to the officials.

Others named in the CBI FIR include 
Vijay Kochhar, Vinay Kochhar (both direc-
tors of Sujata Hotels), Delight Marketing 
company, now known as Lara Projects, 
and the then IRCTC managing director 
P.K. Goel. 

The CBI FIR was registered on July 
5 in connection with favours allegedly 
extended to Sujata Hotels in awarding a 
contract for the upkeep of the hotels in 
Ranchi and Puri and receiving premium 
land as “quid pro quo”.

Srinagar, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
Former Union Minister 
and senior Congress lead-
er Mani Shankar Aiyar said 

on Saturday that Article 
35A must remain part of 
the Constitution to ensure 
that the people of Kashmir 

Hyderabad, Aug. 25 (IANS): Amid grow-
ing talks of early elections to Telangana 
Legislative Assembly, Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao on Saturday met 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New 
Delhi.

Though officially it was stated that Rao 
called on the Prime Minister to discuss 
various pending issues pertaining to the 
state, the meeting assumed significance 
in the wake of hints of early polls by the 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) chief.

This is Rao’s second meeting with 
Modi this month and the third in as many 
months. It also comes two days after 
Telangana government’s Chief Advisor 
Rajiv Sharma met Election Commissioner 
Ashok Lavasa.

KCR, as the TRS chief is popularly 
known, had dropped hints that the As-
sembly elections may be held early. The 
state elections are originally scheduled 
along with the Lok Sabha polls next year.

Meanwhile, according to a statement 
from the Chief Minister’s Office, KCR met 
Modi on Saturday and discussed various 
issues pertaining to the state pending 
for clearances and approvals from the 
Centre. 

He urged the Prime Minister to raise 
the annual borrowing limit for Telan-
gana by an additional 0.50 per cent of the 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) 
as recommended by the 14th Finance 
Commission.

KCR sought early nod for the new 
zonal system approved by the state cabi-
net recruitment in government depart-
ments, release of Rs 450 crore for the de-
velopment of backward districts, release 
of additional FRBM funds, release of the 
Central share of interest on the loans to be 
given to women societies and farmers, bi-
furcation of high court, funds for regional 
Ring Road and allotment of defence lands 
for building secretariat.

New Delhi, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
A court on Saturday said 
it will on September 18 
consider taking cogni-
zance of the chargesheet 
against Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal, his 
deputy Manish Sisodia 
and 11 other AAP MLAs for 
allegedly assaulting Chief 
Secretary Anshu Prakash 
in February.

Additional Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate Sa-
mar Vishal dismissed the 
plea by AAP legislators 
seeking to restrain the po-
lice from leaking informa-
tion in the case.

The Delhi police had 
filed a chargesheet in 

the Patiala House Court 
on the basis of investi-
gation conducted on a 
complaint named Kejri-
wal, Sisodia along with 
Amanatullah Khan, Pra-
kash Jarwal, Nitin Tyagi, 
Rituraj Govind, Sanjeev 
Jha, Ajay Dutt, Rajesh Ri-
shi, Rajesh Gupta, Madan 
Lal, Parveen Kumar and 
Dinesh Mohania.

The Chief Secretary 
had alleged that he was 
beaten up by AAP MLAs 
in the presence of Kejri-
wal at the Chief Minister’s 
residence on the night of 
February 19, where he had 
been called for a late-night 
meeting.

ing the UPA rule, the off-
set obligation would have 
been given to HAL, but the 
deal finalised by the Modi 
regime allowed freedom 
to the French company to 
choose its offset partner.

“Dassault chose a pri-
vate company as its offset 
partner. So HAL is com-
pletely kept out of the off-
set obligation.

“Under the agreement 
during UPA rule,, technol-
ogy was to be transferred 
to HAL for manufacturing 
108 aircraft... When you 
bought the 36 aircraft, why 
did you not insist that Das-
sault must transfer tech-
nology for future aircraft 
to India?”

Chidambaram said 
while French Defence 
Minister Florence Parly 
had visited Nagpur to lay 
the foundation stone of 
the “factory where the off-
set products will be man-
ufactured” by a private 
business house, the gov-
ernment has been main-
taining that no offset con-
tract has been awarded.

“What is this mystery 
about the offset partner? 
All these questions lead us 
to believe that this matter 
is required to be inquired,” 
he said.

“All of this, taken to-
gether, leads to great sus-
picion. Why is the govern-
ment so secretive about 
price, why are they refus-
ing to answer questions, 
why are they trotting out 
lame excuses?”

Chidambaram said the 
aircraft deal would be an 
issue in the coming polls.

Bengaluru, Aug. 25 (PTI): 
The row over Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man’s itinerary during her 
visit to flood-hit Kodagu 
district persisted today, 
with a state minister being 
faulted over his conduct 
and the Karnataka govern-
ment hitting back, assert-
ing that it was not inferior 
to the Centre.

Sitharaman and Kar-
nataka Minister Sa Ra Ma-
hesh were locked in an ex-
change of words over her 
itinerary during her visit to 
Kodagu district yesterday 
in full view of officials and 
the media at the district 
commissioner’s office.

In a clarification is-
sued today, a Defence PRO 
statement, claimed that 
Mahesh, who is the district 
in charge minister, had 
made certain ‘personal’ re-
marks against Sitharaman 
which had also lowered 
the dignity of Rajya Sabha 
and showed “utter lack of 
regard” and knowledge 
about the Indian Polity.

It said the remarks 
made against Sitharaman 
were also in “bad taste,” 
which do not merit a re-
sponse.

Hitting back at the 
Defence minister, Karna-
taka deputy chief minis-

Kolkata, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
After a few spells of mod-
erate rain and thunder-
showers, Met officials on 
Saturday predicted heavy 
rainfall in almost nine 
districts of Gangetic West 
Bengal in the next two 
days and advised fisher-
men not to venture into 
the sea.

“Heavy rainfall (711 
cm) is likely to occur at one 
or two places over South 
24 Parganas, East and West 
Midnapore, West Bardha-
man, Jhargram, Howrah, 
Hooghly, Bankura and Pu-
rulia district of Gangetic 
West Bengal,” Met officials 
said.

According to the Re-
gional Meteorological 
Centre (RMC), under the 
influence of the cyclonic 
circulation over the north-
ern parts of Gangetic West 
Bengal and neighbour-
ing areas, a low-pressure 
area has formed over the 
coastal areas of West Ben-
gal and north Odisha and 
adjoining northwest Bay 
of Bengal. 

“Associated cyclonic 
circulation extends up to 
5.8 km above mean sea 
level, tilting southwards 
with height. The system 
is likely to become more 
marked during the next 24 
hours,” they said.

The relative humid-
ity in the affected areas is 
from 87-91 per cent. The 
rainfall recorded in the 
last 24 hours is almost 5 
mm.

The maximum tem-
perature was around 34.4 
degrees Celsius, a notch 
above the average and 
the minimum was 27.6 
degrees Celsius, a degree 
above the average.

Due to the low pres-
sure in the coastal areas, 
fishermen in the deep sea 
have been advised to re-
turn and others have been 
advised not to venture 
into the sea from August 
26-27.

Patna, Aug. 25 (IANS): A Bihar court on 
Saturday rejected the anticipatory bail 
of former Bihar Social Welfare Minister 
Manju Verma and her husband relating 
to an FIR registered by the CBI against 
them under Arms Act. Both are likely to 
be arrested soon, police said.

The CBI had conducted raids at their 
residence in Patna and Begusarai in con-
nection with Muzaffarpur shelter home 
rape case.  The investigating agency 
recovered 50 live cartridges at their Be-
gusarai residence leading to registration 
of the FIR in the Beritarpur police station 
against Verma and her husband under 

the Arms Act. The CBI interrogated Verma 
and her husband Chandeshwar Verma 
separately.

Manju Verma resigned on August 8 
following allegations that Brajesh Thakur, 
the main accused in the case, had links 
with her husband. Arrested on June 2, 
Thakur is currently lodged in Muzaffar-
pur jail.

Of the 42 girls lodged at the short-stay 
home run by Thaku’s NGO, 34 minor 
girls were found to have been sexually 
assaulted. The crime came to light after a 
social audit by the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, Mumbai.

ter G Parameshwara said 
state Governments derive 
their powers from the 
Constitution, not from 
the Centre.

“The Constitution has 
distributed powers among 
the Centre and states to 
ensure an equitable part-
nership between both.

We are not inferior to 
the Centre. We are part-
ners @nsitharamanMad-
am,”, he said in his tweet, 
before the clarification.

“Madam @nsithara-
man, our ministers have 
stayed back in Kodagu 
for weeks to oversee relief 
operations along with dis-
trict administration. You 
should extend to them the 
same respect that they ex-
tend for the help from your 
end. It was disappointing 

to see you lash out at my 
colleague,” he said.

There was frayed tem-
pers over itinerary at the 
meeting at Madikeri when 
Sitharaman was interact-
ing with a group of af-
fected people of Kodagu 
district, where torrential 
rains had left a huge trail of 
destruction and claimed at 
least 17 lives.

Sitharaman had told 
Mahesh that she was only 
going by the minute-by-
minute programme drawn 
up for her visit and she 
had been following the 
minister in-charge and the 
itinerary.

“I follow the minister 
in charge. Central min-
ister follows the minister 
in charge here. Unbeliev-
able! You have a list of 

minute-to-minute for me 
to follow...I am doing as 
per your schedule,” she 
had said.

Later, Mahesh had told 
a TV channel, “She would 
have known the pain had 
she contested election by 
standing with the elector-
ate, going to every house, 
meeting voters and asked 
their problems. She has 
been elected to Rajya Sab-
ha from Karnataka.”

In the clarification, the 
Defence PRO said the tour 
programme of Sitharaman 
was finalised by the district 
administration of Kodagu 
in consultation with the 
public representatives, 
which was approved and 
circulated to all concerned 
two days prior to her ar-
rival.

It said after the com-
pletion of the field visits, 
Sitharaman was interact-
ing with ex-servicemen 
who had been adversely 
affected by the floods, 
when the District incharge 
minister objected and in-
sisted that meeting with 
the officials be conducted 
first.

The statement said 
welfare of ex-servicemen 
was an essential part of the 
Ministry of Defence and 
the same was scheduled 

in the programme.
However, the state 

minister insisted that she 
immediately stop the in-
teraction and proceed to 
the meeting with the of-
ficials.

The defence minister 
also heard the grievances 
of the waiting ex-service-
men.

Inspite of district ad-
ministration finalising the 
programme and the de-
fence minister following it 
in its entirety, “it is unfor-
tunate that the minister 
behaved the way he did. 
Subsequently, the person-
al remarks made against 
the RM were also in bad 
taste, which do not merit 
a response”

The statement said 
there had been gross mis-
representation with regard 
to the use of the term ‘pari-
var’ by the defence minis-
ter during the interaction 
yesterday.

“One of the four de-
partments of the Ministry 
of Defence is the Depart-
ment of Ex-Servicemen 
Welfare and in that con-
text it was stated that all 
ex-servicemen are part 
of the MoD ‘parivar’. Any 
other inference is miscon-
strued and uncalled for,” 
it added.

do not feel threatened.
Aiyar was delivering 

a lecture in a seminar 
organized by the Centre 
for Peace and Progress in 
summer capital Srinagar 
today.

“A right that Kashmiris 
have for the last 90 years 
should remain with them 
so that they do not feel 
threatened,” he said.

“It is in our Constitu-
tion and one must not 
make any attempt to re-
voke it. Some people are 
unnecessarily raking up 
the issue which is not 
in anyone’s interest,” he 
said.

“We can presently do 
nothing about it because 
the matter is in the Su-
preme Court, but I hope 
the court would take the 
national interest into ac-
count before taking any 
decision,” Aiyar said.



Pope Francis departed from Fiumicino airport in Italy on Saturday morning.

This photo taken on August 24 shows damage to a road caused by 
heavy rain in Yunlin county, central Taiwan.

Pakistan prime minister Imran Khan delivers his address in Islamabad, 
Pakistan. File photo

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. (File photo)

Rohingya rally for ‘justice’ on crackdown anniversary
Militant group claims ‘legitimate 
right’ to defend Rohingya

Pope vows to end cover-up of clergy sex abuse Taiwan floods: Six dead, 
thousands evacuated 

Pakistan bans discretionary 
use of state funds

Trump scraps Pompeo trip to North Korea

US to cut $200 mn aid to Gaza and West Bank

22 children killed 
by air strike in 
Yemen, says UN
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Dhaka, Aug. 25 (IANS): Tens 
of thousands of Rohingya 
refugees held protests here 
on Saturday, demanding 
justice on the first anniver-
sary of Myanmar’s crack-
down that forced them to 
flee to camps in neighbour-
ing Bangladesh.

Protesters in the world’s 
largest Kutupalong refugee 
camp in Bangladesh rallied 
for justice and brandished a 
banner proclaiming: “Never 
Again.”

More than 700,000 of 
the minority community 
fled to Bangladesh after a 
crackdown by the Myan-
mar military in August 2017 
that the UN has likened to 
“ethnic cleansing with signs 
of genocide through kill-
ings, rapes and the razing of 
houses that year”.

But the Myanmar gov-
ernment said it was fighting 
militants from the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army 
(ARSA) and was not target-
ing civilians.

“The Myanmar military 
raped and killed our wom-
en, destroyed our proper-
ties,” Rakib Hossain told 
BBC Bengali. “They have 
to be punished. We want 
justice.”

Ashiya Begum, whose 
husband was killed during 
the violence in Rakhine, 
called camp life “miserable”. 
“We can’t continue like this. 

Banners are seen as Rohingya refugee women take part in a protest at the Kutupalong refugee camp to mark the one year anniversary of their exodus 
in Cox’s Bazaar, Bangladesh, on August 25.

Let us go home,” she said.
There were also religious 

services, with an imam re-
portedly asking God in his 
sermon to return Rohingyas 
to their homeland “to see 
our parents’ graves.”

Meanwhile, the UN re-
newed its appeal for aid for 
Rohingyas and called for 
support for the stateless 
refugees.

“Kutupalong settlement 
in Cox’s Bazaar today shel-
ters more than 600,000 refu-

gees, making it the largest 
and most densely populat-
ed refugee settlement in the 
world,” said the UN Refugee 
Agency UNHCR.

“Over the past year, 
UNHCR teams have been 
working to support Bangla-
deshi authorities in areas 
including psycho-social 
counselling, prevention of 
sexual and gender-based 
violence, identification of 
and assistance to separated 
and unaccompanied chil-

dren and other vulnerable 
refugees,” the agency said.

It also said the joint re-
sponse plan launched in 
March 2018, appealing for 
$951 million for the period 
from March to December 
2018, was only one-third 
funded.

The World Health Or-
ganisation said that the 
biggest challenge was “the 
need to further scale up 
services to meet the health 
needs of this highly vulner-

able population”.
In a statement on the 

anniversary, ARSA affirmed 
its intention to continue 
with the fight to allow 
the Rohingyas to return 
to Rakhine, and accused 
the Myanmar authorities 
of looking to destroy their 
people.

In a Rakhine village, the 
situation was calm on Sat-
urday but there was a strong 
presence of border police 
and soldiers, a Muslim Ro-

Rohingya militants whose deadly 
attacks last year spurred the ruth-
less Myanmar army crackdown 

that drove 700,000 of the minority into 
Bangladesh said Saturday it acted to 
“defend” the Muslim group from per-
secution.

It is unclear whether the Arakan Ro-
hingya Salvation Army (ARSA) has any 
broad support after its role in sparking 
the humanitarian calamity that has 
befallen the Rohingya, one million of 
whom now languish in refugee camps 
across the border.

The militant group said it had “the 
legitimate right” to protect the Rohingya 
and ensure their “return to our ancestral 
land with safety and dignity” in a state-
ment posted on Twitter.

Thousands of Rohingya in Myanmar 
are estimated to have been killed in the 
military response to ARSA’s attacks on 
police posts last August.

The army maintains that their reac-
tion was proportionate to the terrorist 

threat posed by ARSA, a stance reiterated 
on Tuesday by Myanmar leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi, who blamed the group 
for the crisis and spoke in praise of the 
military.

Myanmar also alleges that ARSA 
massacred scores of Hindu villagers on 
the same day the military crackdown 
began, an accusation the militants have 
“categorically” denied.

But they have claimed responsibility 
for other attacks, including a January 
ambush which wounded two police of-
ficers and their driver.

Drug smuggling and human traffick-
ing have plagued the southern Bangla-
deshi town of Cox’s Bazaar as its popula-
tion has ballooned, with gangs preying 
on desperate refugees, selling young 
women into the sex trade and recruiting 
mules to move methamphetamine.

ARSA’s statement Saturday urged 
refugees to refrain from “indulging and 
trading in drugs, human trafficking and 
violence”.

Dublin, Aug. 25 (AP): Pope 
Francis declared Saturday 
as he arrived in Ireland 
that he shares the outrage 
of rank-and-file Catho-
lics over the cover-up of 
the “repugnant crimes” of 
priests who raped and mo-
lested children, and vowed 
that he was committed to 
ending the “scourge.” 

Seeking to respond to 
a global outcry over sex 
abuse by priests, Francis 
cited measures taken by his 
predecessor, Pope Bene-
dict XVI, to respond to the 
crisis. But Benedict never 
acknowledged the Vatican’s 
role in fuelling a culture of 
cover-up, and Francis pro-

vided no new details of any 
measures he would take to 
sanction bishops who fail 
to protect their flocks from 
predator priests.

“The failure of eccle-
sial authorities-bishops, 
religious superiors, priests 
and others - to adequate-
ly address these repug-
nant crimes has rightly 
given rise to outrage, and 
remains a source of pain 
and shame for the catho-
lic community. I myself 
share these sentiments,” 
the pope said in a speech 
to government officials and 
civil authorities at Dublin 
Castle. 

Francis said he was 

committed to ridding the 
church of this “scourge” no 
matter the moral cost or 
amount of suffering. 

Francis’ trip to Ireland, 
the first by a pope in 39 
years, has been overshad-
owed by renewed outrage 
over the Catholic Church’s 
systemic failures to protect 
children, following revela-
tions of sexual misconduct 
and cover-up in the US 
church hierarchy, a grow-
ing crisis in Chile and the 
prosecutions of top clerics 
in Australia and France. 

Francis was expected 
to meet with abuse victims 
during his 36-hour visit 
to Ireland. But neither his 

hingya man told Efe news.
The man said he has 

no freedom of movement 
and was closely monitored 
along with the rest of the 
community.

The Myanmar govern-
ment has agreed a deal with 
Bangladesh to repatriate 

refugees but few have re-
turned, with Rohingya lead-
ers saying they would not 
go back unless they could 
guarantee their safety.

Myanmar’s leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi has faced in-
ternational outrage for not 
condemning the Army’s ac-

tions in Rakhine state.
A predominantly Bud-

dhist country, Myanmar 
denies Rohingyas citizen-
ship. The government even 
excluded them from the 
2014 census and refused 
to recognize them as a 
people.

Taipei, Aug. 25 (AFP): Six 
people have been killed by 
floodwaters in Taiwan, of-
ficials said on Saturday after 
days of heavy rain forced 
thousands to evacuate their 
homes.

A tropical  depres -
sion has been dumping 

torrential rain in central 
and southern Taiwan since 
Thursday, with some dis-
tricts receiving close to 
1,000 millimetres of rainfall.

Six have died in the 
storm so far, according to 
government figures, includ-
ing three who were killed 

words at the start of his visit 
nor a new meeting with 
victims is likely to assuage 
demands for heads to roll 
over the sex abuse scandal.

“Disappointing, noth-
ing new,” was the reaction 
from Irish abuse survivor 
Marie Collins, a former 
member of Francis’ sex 
abuse advisory panel who 
quit last year in frustration. 

Deeply Catholic Ire-
land has had one of the 
world’s worst records of 
clergy sex abuse, crimes 
that were revealed to its 
4.8 million people over 
the past decade by a series 
of government-mandat-
ed inquiries. The reviews 
concluded that thousands 
of children were raped 
and molested by priests 
or physically abused in 
church-run schools and 
bishops worked for years 
to hide those crimes. 

More than 37,000 peo-
ple - most of them young 
Catholics – sign up to at-
tend a Vatican-sponsored 
World Meeting of Fami-
lies that ends Sunday in 
Dublin, more than twice 
the number as a previous 
family rally in Philadelphia 
three years ago. 

And many faithful did 
remain hopeful that Fran-
cis’ appearance would 
bring healing. 

Islamabad, Aug. 25 (PTI): Paki-
stan’s new government has 
banned the discretionary use 
of state funds and first-class air 
travel by officials and leaders, 
including the President and 
the Prime Minister, as part of 
its austerity drive.

The decisions were made at 
a cabinet meeting, chaired by 
prime minister Imran Khan on 
Friday, according to informa-
tion minister Fawad Chaudhry.

“It has been decided that all 
the top government officials, 
including the president, prime 
minister, chief justice, senate 
chairman, speaker national as-
sembly and the chief ministers 
will travel in club/business,” he 
told media.

To a question, Chaudhry 
said that the army chief was 
not allowed first class trav-
el and always used business 
class.

He said that the discretion-
ary allocation of funds by the 
prime minister and the presi-
dent and other officials was 
also stopped by the cabinet.

Chaudhry claimed that 
former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif used 51 billion discre-
tionary funds in a year.

The prime minister also 
decided to stop using special 

United Nations, Aug. 25 
(AFP): Two Saudi-led coali-
tion air strikes in Yemen 
have killed at least 26 chil-
dren, UN officials said on 
Friday renewing calls for an 
independent investigation 
of attacks targeting civilians 
in the three-year war.

At least 22 children and 
four women died in an at-
tack Thursday while fleeing 
fighting in the Al-Durayhimi 
district, south of the rebel-
held city of Hodeida, UN aid 
chief Mark Lowcock said.

In addition to that 
strike, four other children 
were killed in a separate air 
strike in Al-Durayhimi, also 
on Thursday.

“This is the second 
time in two weeks that an 
air strike by the Saudi-led 
coalition has resulted in 
dozens of civilian casu-
alties,” Lowcock, the un-
dersecretary-general for 
humanitarian affairs, said 
in a statement.

A coalition attack on a 
bus in the northern rebel 
stronghold of Saada on Au-
gust 9 killed 40 children, 
prompting UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
to call for an independent 
investigation.

by a falling scaffold in the 
southern city of Kaohsiung. 
Almost 100 more were in-
jured.

More than 6,000 people 
were evacuated with more 
than 1,100 still in shelters 
on Saturday morning, of-
ficials said.

Images showed resi-
dents in Kaohsiung and 
nearby Tainan wading in 
knee-deep water, as well 
as soldiers in central Chi-
ayi county carrying elderly 
residents and children from 
their flooded homes.

Television footage also 
showed scooters and cars 
half-submerged in water 
and roads blocked by land-
slides.

Although the depres-
sion has already moved 
northwest away from Tai-
wan, floods have yet to re-
cede in many areas.

Taiwan’s weather bu-
reau said the severity of the 
downpour was “extremely 
rare”.

The island is frequently 
hit by typhoons in the sum-
mer. Last year more than 
100 people were injured 
when Typhoon Nesat bat-
tered the island, causing 
flooding and widespread 
power outages.

plane for foreign visits or do-
mestic travelling and use busi-
ness class.

After his victory in the July 
25 general election, Khan de-
cided not to use palatial prime 
minister house and instead 
live in a small portion of it that 
was previously used as the resi-
dence by the military secretary 
to the prime minister.

Khan also decided to use 
only two vehicles and keep 
two servants. He refused to use 
elaborate official protocol.

The cabinet took up a host 
of issues, including reverting 
to six-day working week, but 
decided to continue five-day 
working after some ministers 

opposed the idea because 
it may alienate government 
servants.

The five-day working was 
instituted in 2011 due to power 
shortages and save fuels. The 
cabinet was briefed that five-
day working had not affected 
the performance or output by 
the civil servants.

While retaining two weekly 
off-days, the cabinet changed 
the official office timings from 
8-4 pm to 9-5 pm.

The meeting also decided 
to conduct audit of all the 
mega transport projects car-
ried out in Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa by the previous 
governments.

Washington, Aug. 25 (IANS): 
US President Donald Trump 
has asked Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo to cancel his 
upcoming trip to North Ko-
rea, citing lack of progress on 
the  issue of denuclearisation 
in the Peninsula.

Trump on Friday tweeted 
that “I have asked Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo not to go 
to North Korea, at this time, 
because I feel we are not mak-
ing sufficient progress with 
respect to the denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean Peninsula,” 
Xinhua reported.

He added that “Secretary 
Pompeo looks forward to go-
ing to North Korea in the near 

further diplomatic progress 
towards our objective.”

Pompeo has visited North 
Korea three times, respec-
tively in April, May and July.

Trump on August 20 said 
he would “most likely” meet 
with Kim for a second time, 
and he believed Pyongyang 
had taken specific steps to-
ward denuclearization.

In the joint statement after 
the June 12 Trump-Kim meet-
ing in Singapore, Trump com-
mitted to provide security 
guarantees to North Korea, 
while Kim reaffirmed his firm 
and unwavering commitment 
to a complete denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean Peninsula.

future.”
“In the meantime I would 

like to send my warmest re-
gards and respect to Chair-
man Kim. I look forward to 
seeing him soon!,” Trump 
said.

Earlier on Thursday, Pom-
peo said that he has appoint-
ed Stephen Biegun as the new 
special envoy for North Korea.

He also said that he and 
Biegun will travel to Pyong-
yang next week “to make 

Washington, Aug. 25 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump has or-
dered more than $200 million in 
economic aid, which was to be 
allocated to Gaza and the West 
Bank, be redirected elsewhere.

A State Department official 
said the decision was made 
after a review “to ensure these 
funds are spent in accordance 
with US national interests”, BBC 
reported on Friday.

It has already withheld $65 
million from the UN relief agen-
cy for the Palestinians.

Relations between the 
Palestinians and the US have 
been difficult since Trump took 
power.

They hit a low point after 
the US recognised Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital in December 
2017. As a result, the Palestin-
ians said the US was unable 
to continue its mediation role 
in the peace process and sus-
pended contact.

The US administration, 
meanwhile, suspended aid to 
the Palestinians pending a re-

view in the light of the Taylor 
Force Act back in June.

The act aimed to force the 
Palestinian Authority to cease 
paying stipends to families of 
individuals convicted of terror-
ism against Israel.

On Friday, a State Depart-
ment spokesman said the deci-
sion to “redirect” the funds to 
other “high-priority projects” 
was made as a result of the re-
view, but did not say where the 
money would now go.

Both the Palestinians and 

the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency warned cutting 
funding would make everyday 
life harder for the territories’ 
citizens

However, the US official 
said the decision took into ac-
count “the challenges the in-
ternational community faces 
in providing assistance in Gaza, 
where Hamas control endan-
gers the lives of Gaza’s citizens 
and degrades an already dire 
humanitarian and economic 
situation”.
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Miss Dimapur 2018 Neingainem Kuki (centre) flanked by 1st runner-up Asony Semy (right) and 2nd 
runner-up Ikali Sumi (left) at DDSC Stadium in Dimapur on Saturday. 

After making a name as a singer, Shawn Mendes is ready 
to make the jump to the big screen as an actor. “Shawn 
Mendes has to stop touring as much to start acting,” 
Mendes told variety.com.  “Finding the right role is the right 
role. It’s not about the type of film, or whatever, but yeah, 
I want to do it soon.” The “In My Blood” singer has even 
received “a few scripts” and started taking acting lessons. 
“It’s a few scripts, definitely, and a few incredible scripts, so 
maybe something is going to come soon,” he said.

A
ctress 
Diana 
Penty 
had fun 
work-

ing with Sonakshi 
Sinha in “Happy 

Phirr Bhaag Jayegi”, 
and describes her 
as a positive and 
down to earth 
person.

“It was a blast 
working with 
Sonakshi. Sonakshi 
is one of the nic-
est, most positive 
and down to earth 

people I’ve met. She 
is so vivacious and 
full of life that it rubs 
off onto everyone 
around her,” Diana 
told IANS. 

“As you can 
imagine, we 

were a 
real-

ly happy bunch of people 
that had a great time while 
shooting this film,” she 
added. 

“Happy Phirr Bhag 
Jayegi”, a sequel to the hit 
2016 film “Happy Bhag 
Jayegi”, is helmed by 
Mudassar Aziz. It also stars 
Jimmy Sheirgill, Piyush 
Mishra, Ali Fazal and Jassi 
Gill. 

Diana played a runa-
way bride in the first part 
of the film. 

Talking about the se-
quel, she said: “As an actor, 
I feel proud that ‘Happy 
Bhag Jayegi’ was received 
well enough for the mak-
ers to consider making a 
sequel. 

“And what I love about 
the sequel is that it is in 
keeping with the spirit of 
the first part -- happiness! 
What’s also great is that 
Mudassar has retained the 
old cast in this film as well. 
It was a riot being back on 
set with everyone again.”

IANS

A
ctress Jennifer Garner, 
who has admitted her 
former husband and 
actor Ben Affleck into 
a rehab, is reportedly 

helping him just for the sake of 
their children.

A source told US Weekly 
that the 46-year-old “Pep-
permint” actress is helping 
the Oscar winner for the 
sake of their three chil-
dren -- Violet, Seraphina 
and Samuel.

“The beauty has no 
interest in getting back 
together with the ‘Argo’ 
star even though they 
have been dragging 
their feet on finalis-
ing their divorce 
because overall she 
doesn’t agree with his 
decisions,” the source 
added.

Affleck has been checked 
into rehab in Malibu to receive 
treatment for his alcohol addic-
tion, following an intervention 
by Garner.

“She wants the best situa-
tion for them with their dad. 
Other than his sobriety issues, 
she’s not going to involve her-
self. Jen just wants to protect 
the kids,” the source said.

A two-time Oscar win-
ner, Affleck has been open 
about his battles in the past 
as he sought help in 2001 
and 2017.  The couple got 
separated in 2015.

IANS

T
he Music Club 
of Don Bosco 
College, Ko-
hima organised 
the first ever 

Musical Concert under 
the theme “Con Brio” 
on Fri. Aug. 24 at Don 
Bosco Higher Second-
ary School auditorium 
in Kohima with Catholic 
Youth Association, Christ 
King Church Kohima 
village president Medoz-
hazo Rutsa as the special 
invitee.  

Rutsa quoting Frie-
drich Nietzsche “without 
music, life would be a 
mistake” addressed that 
music has both nega-
tive and positive impact 
on youngsters and also 
expounded on the reasons 
how different age groups, 
gender react to music.

An alumnus of the 
school, he recalled his 
past days in the 1990s 
where Rock-Fest was 
held two times in Don 
Bosco School, Kohima 
and pledge before the 
audience, that was an 
indication of Don Bosco 
Institution profound 
attachment and love for 
music. He also stated that 
music and sports are the 
‘salesian way of life bring-
ing out some prominent 

Don Bosco College puts up first 
‘Con Brio’ Music concert in Kohima

Neingainem Kuki is Miss Dimapur 2018

Prince’s family files suit against his former doctor

5.30 PM ALPHA (Eng) 2D

12:00 PM,  8:00 PM
HAPPY PHIR 

BHAGJAYEGI (Hindi) 

3:00 PM
GENIUS (Hindi) 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150, Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Shawn Mendes wants 
to start acting soon 

figures and renowned 
artists at the national level 
who were alumni of Don 
Bosco’. He ended his mes-
sage with the words of St. 
John Bosco which reads 
“Run, Jump, Shout but do 
not sin”.

The event was marked 
with Radio Jam (DBCK 
College Band), Taek-
wondo Group (Kohima), 
College Choir (DBCK), 
Dance Club (DBCK) per-

formances. Professional 
artists from Nagaland 
mesmerised the audience 
with their soulful music 
that featured  Peteruokuo 
Kuotso (Holy City), Vidis-
enuo Belho (My Broken 
Souvenirs), Zhavi Whuorie 
(Crystallize Violin Piece), 
Hinenlo Kath (Precious 
Lord Take My Hand), Dr. 
Ao Sunep (Who will stop 
the rain), Keneisenuo 
(Remedy), Tutu Terhiija 

(What is life) to name a 
few.

DBHSS vice principal 
Fr. Innocent invoked God’s 
blessing. The guest, digni-
taries, and invitees were 
welcomed by Don Bosco 
College, Kohima principal 
Fr. Dr. P. Suresh and vote 
of thanks rendered by 
Bosco Music Club DBCK 
Co-ordinator Zupenthung 
Shitiri. 

EMN

N
eingainem 
Kuki was 
crowned 
“Miss 
Dimapur 

2018” while Asony Semy 
was crowned the 1st 
runner-up and Ikali Sumi 
was crowned the 2nd 
runner-up at an event 
held at DDSC Stadium 
in Dimapur on Sat. Aug. 
25. 17 aspirants vied for 
the Miss Dimapur 2018 
crown.   

The event was graced 
by Proprietor of Carewell 
School Dimapur Mr & 
Mrs. Prakash as the spe-
cial invitees. 

The Subtitle win-
ners are: Meribeni (Miss 
Modern Ethnic Wear), 
Satemnaro (Miss Conge-
niality),  Neingainem Kuki 
(Miss Talent), Ikali Sumi 
(Miss Multimedia), Takas-
angla Imkong (Miss Style 
Icon), Avishe Tikir (Miss 

T
he family of late rock 
legend Prince is suing his 
former doctor who pre-
scribed him pain medica-
tion.

Prince died of an accidental 
overdose of fentanyl in April 
2016.

The family says the 
doctor failed to treat his 
addiction and pro-
vided him with nar-
cotics without a 
proper 
pre-

scription, reports 
abcnews.go.com.

The lawsuit, 
which was filed in 
Minnesota district 
court on Friday, 
alleged that Dr. 
Michael T. 
Schulenberg, the 
physician who 
treated Prince 

twice in the days prior to his death, 
failed to properly treat the musician 
as he was suffering from an opioid 

addiction.
“He failed to ap-

propriately evaluate, 
diagnose, treat and 
counsel Prince for 

his recognisable 
opioid ad-

diction, 
and 

fur-
ther failed to 

take appro-
priate and rea-
sonable steps 
to prevent the 
foreseeably 
fatal 

result of that addiction,” read the 
lawsuit. 

“These departures from the 
standard of acceptable medical prac-
tice had a substantial part in bringing 
about Prince’s death.”

According to John Goetz, the 
attorney who is representing Prince’s 
family in its ongoing suit against the 
Illinois hospital that treated Prince 
days prior to his death, the lawsuit 
brings the fight for accountability 
back to the musician’s home state.

“Prince lived in Minnesota all his 
life and passed away here,” abcnews.

go.com quoted Goetz as saying. 
“So we always thought his 

family’s lawsuit belonged in 
Minnesota.” 

Along with Dr. Schu-
lenberg, the lawsuit names 

his former employer, North Me-
morial Health, as well as 
Walgreens Co. 
and Uni-
tyPoint 

Health 
as defendants, 

claiming “their negli-
gence in providing adequate 

care” for the musician played a 
substantial role in his death.

IANS

C
ountry star Mi-
randa Lambert 
has revealed 
that she has 
split from boy-

friend Evan Felker.
In an interview with 

The Tennessean, the 
34-year-old singer said 
she is “happily single” and 
ready to move on to happy 
parts of her life.

“Love is a hard road 
sometimes and it’s been a 
roller-coaster ride for me, 
but I’m definitely thankful 
for all the ups and downs 
because I’ve had some 
really good songs come out 
of it,” Lambert said. 

“You’ve got to take the 
bad parts and put them 
on paper and then move 
on to the happy parts,” she 
added. The country singer 
was previously married 
to Blake Shelton for four 
years.

PTI

Jennifer Garner 
helping Ben Affleck 
just for kids’

Sonakshi Sinha is so 
vivacious, says  Diana Penty

Miranda 
Lambert is 
‘happily single’

Photogenic), Vechiekholu (Miss Catwalk), 
Jine Singh (Miss Perfect 10) and Nuvosalu 
(Miss Fitness). The winner of Miss Fitness 
she gets three months fitness member-
ship at Anytime Fitness worth Rs 15 
thousand under the guidance KF a certi-
fied trainers and trophy sponsored by M 

Stationeries and printing.
The two-day 1st Dimapur Youth 

Fest 2018 culminated with the crowning 
of Miss Dimapur 2018. The event was 
organised by Ethnic Group of Nagaland 
(EGoN) in collaboration with M/s MW 
Enterprise.                                                       EMN
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Bayern Muenchen players celebrate a goal during the Bundesliga match against TSG 1899 Hoffenheim at Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany 
on Aug. 24.

A gamer plays the video game “League of Legends” during training for an Asian Games demonstration 
event in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sat. Aug. 25.

PTI

India’s Sindhu Pusarla returns a shot to Indonesia’s Gregoria Tunjung 
during their women’s single badminton match at the 18th Asian Games 
in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sat. Aug. 25.

EM Images

Players of DYA and AYA in action during a football match at the one-
day combined sports fellowship, at the Imkongmeren Sports Complex in 
Mokokchung on Sat. Aug. 25.

Japanese players celebrate their victory over Spain in the final of the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup 2018 in Vannes, France on Fri. Aug. 24.

Bayern beat Hoffenheim 3-1 in Bundesliga opener ATK to host Kerala Blasters 
in ISL opener on Sep. 29

Japan top Spain 3-1 to win women’s U-20 WCBadminton star Sindhu makes millions on Olympic silver medal

Hamilton masters rain to take pole position for Belgian GP

Combined sports fellowship organised in Mkg.

‘Sport doesn’t mean you have to sweat’ — esports makes Asian Games bow

Berlin, Aug. 25 (IANS): Two 
second half goals helped 
titleholders Bayern Munich 
to move 3-1 past Hoffen-
heim at the curtain raiser 
of the Bundesliga season 
2018-19.

The “Bavarians” started 
with a victory into the 56th 
Bundesliga season as goals 
from Thomas Mueller, Rob-
ert Lewandowski and Arjen 
Robben were enough to 
edge resilient Hoffenheim 

on Friday.
Bayern assumed con-

trol immediately after 
the kick off and came to 
their chance with 12 min-
utes played when Jerome 
Boateng’s shot on target got 
blocked, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

As  the match pro-
gressed, the host’s efforts 
paid off as Thomas Muel-
ler headed home Joshua 
Kimmich’s corner kick to 

break the deadlock at the 
near post with 23 minutes 
into the game. Hoffenheim 
regrouped and responded 
almost 10 minutes later but 
Joelinton pulled wide from 
promising position.

Bayern continued to 
press forward and missed 
the chance to double the 
lead in the 38th minute 
when Hoffenheim goal-
keeper Oliver Baumann 
denied Kingsley Coman 

from close range.
After the restart, the 

hosts started where they 
left off as Arjen Robben 
missed the target just wide 
with an attempt from in-
side the box in the 54th 
minute.

The visitors shocked 
the German record cham-
pions with the equalizer 
out of the blue after Adam 
Szalai shrugged off two 
defender to beat Bayern 

Jakarta, Aug. 25 (Reuters): 
Skinny, pale and sitting in 
front of a computer, Lee 
Sang-hyeok doesn’t look 
much like a traditional 
Olympic athlete.

But that is exactly what 
he and his fellow profes-
sional esports gamers 
could be if demonstrations 
held at the Asian Games 
in Jakarta this week prove 
successful.

Esports will appear at 
a major multi-sport event 
for the first time on Sunday, 
raising the possibility of 
gamers earning the same 
Olympic gold medals as 
those won by American 
swimmer Michael Phelps 
or Jamaican sprinter Usain 
Bolt.

Six titles, starting with 
Arena of Valor and includ-
ing League of Legends 
(LOL) and Pro Evolution 
Soccer (PES), will feature, 
in what could be the first 
step towards inclusion in 
the Olympic Games.

In November last year, 
the International Olympic 
Committee recognised es-

ports as a sporting activity 
and it will be a full medal 
event at the 2022 Asian 
Games.

For gamers like Lee, 
who goes by the online 
moniker “Faker” this is a 
chance to show the world 
they belong among the 
world’s top athletes.

“Sports doesn’t mean 
you must sweat,” said Lee, 
who is the highest earn-
ing player in LOL history 
with a career income over 
$1,740,000 according to 
tracker esportsearnings.
com.

“Gaming uses a lot of 
mental skill rather than 
physical.

“It takes a lot of mental 
strength and requires a lot 
of efforts and tough train-
ing, so I think esports could 
be even tougher than any 
other sports.”

“I think it is unfair to 
say that a sport depends on 
whether one sweats.”
Demonstration sport
It is a demonstration sport 
this time around, yet or-
ganisers hope events in 

Jakarta will prove to scep-
tics that gamers belong in 
the same programme as 
marathon runners, boxers 
and soccer players.

This could open up 
questions about what de-
fines professional sport 

and potentially change the 
dynamic of top-tier sport-
ing competition forever.

There is, however, no 
denying the popularity of 
esports.

Professional electronic 
gaming boasts an esti-

mated 250 million players 
worldwide in a growing 
market worth about a bil-
lion dollars a year.

This, combined with 
the IOC enthusiasm to 
engage younger viewers, 
means there is a ground-

swell of support for elec-
tronic gaming to be added 
to the Olympic programme.

The IOC’s inclusion of 
sports such as skateboard-
ing and sports climbing at 
Tokyo 2020 is an indica-
tion of its willingness to 
promote sports aimed at 
younger audiences.

Kenneth Fok, President 
of the Asian Esports Fed-
eration, the body behind 
the programme in Jakarta, 
is bullish about the future 
of his sport.

“Ultimately, for us from 
day one, AESF’s goal will be 
trying to help put esports 
in the Olympics and on the 
bigger Olympic stage,” Fok 
told Reuters on Saturday.

“Now we take it through 
the Asian Games to a more 
mainstream, main stage. I 
think that is a very impor-
tant deal,” he added.

“Its an important step 
towards being accepted 
by society and also being 
accepted by the Olympic 
movement.”
Games violence
It remains highly unlikely 

esports will feature at the 
2024 Paris Olympics and 
one of the key reasons 
could be the IOC’s aversion 
to the violence that features 
in many of the world’s top 
video games.

In April, IOC President 
Thomas Bach said the vio-
lence in some games went 
against Olympic values.

“We have to draw a very 
clear red line in this respect 
and that red line would be 
e-games which are killer 
games or where you have 
promotion of violence or 
any kind of discrimina-
tion as a content... they 
can never be recognised as 
part of the Olympic move-
ment,” he said.

Fok doesn’t want to get 
into a debate about wheth-
er esports is more violent 
than boxing or wrestling, 
both sports on the Olympic 
programme, but knows 
communication and edu-
cation may hold the key.

“The red line is differ-
ent for everyone. We are 
talking about an issue that 
is subjective,” Fok said.

“We have to work to-
gether as a federation, as 
publishers, as gamers and 
as a community to define 
this space and move it 
forward. I think the Asian 
Games is the first step.

“I think it is important 
for us to educate and to 
help esports develop in a 
way that is acceptable to 
different parts of society, 
different generations and 
different points of view.”

In Jakarta, players from 
18 nations will compete 
across six different games, 
including League of Leg-
ends, which is one of the 
most popular games in the 
world with over 27 million 
players daily.

The last  t ime Riot 
Games, the developers of 
LOL, released statistics on 
player numbers in 2016 
they said there were over 
100 million players across 
the world.

There is no denying the 
popularity of esports and 
now is the time to show the 
world it deserves a place at 
the top table.

custodian Manuel Neuer 
into the far post corner 
four minutes later.

Hoffenheim gained 
momentum but a foul 
play penalty allowed Bay-
ern to take the 2-1 lead. 
However, Baumann saved 
Lewandowski’s shot before 
Robben tapped home the 
rebound, which was over-
ruled by the video referee 
due to encroachment.

Thus, Lewandowski 
stepped up again only to 
beat Baumann into the 
bottom left for the 2-1 lead 
in the 82nd minute.

The video referee re-
mained in the thick off 
things as he overruled 
Mueller’s brace due to a 
deflected handball. Bayern 
piled on the pressure in the 
closing stages and it came 
as no surprise when Arjen 
Robben sealed the deal af-
ter the build up work from 
Leon Goretzka.

“We wrapped up a 
deserved victory. We had 
many chances. Neverthe-
less, it wasn’t easy against 
Hoffenheim. It is always 
great to secure a victory in 
the first game of the sea-
son,” Bayern head coach 
Niko Kovac said.

“We did not play as 
you have to play against 
Bayern to secure points. 
We played a good second 
half though,” Hoffenheim 
head coach Julian Nagels-
mann said.

Mumbai, Aug. 25 (IANS): The fifth 
season of the Indian Super 
League (ISL) football tourna-
ment will begin on Sep-
tember 29 in Kolkata with 
a clash between two-time 
champions ATK and two-
time runners-up Kerala 
Blasters FC, it was an-
nounced on Saturday.

The second day of the 
ISL season will pit last season’s 
runners-up Bengaluru FC against 
champions Chennaiyin FC at the Sree 
Kanteerava Stadium in Bengaluru, accord-
ing to an ISL release.

The ISL announced the fixtures 
till the mid-season break, featur-

ing 59 games.
The upcoming season 

will have three breaks, two 
for FIFA windows (October 
8-16/November 12-20), 
and one, starting from 

December 17 for the Indian 
national team’s preparatory 

camp ahead of the AFC Asian 
Cup in UAE.

The league has moved away 
from double headers on weekends this 

season, while the kick-off for all matches is 
at 7.30 p.m. (IST), the statement said.  

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 25 
(EMN): A one-day com-
bined sports fellowship on 
the theme, ‘Two Team One 
Dream,’ was held between 
Dilong Youth Association 
(DYA) and Alempang Youth 
Association (AYA) at Im-
kongmeren Sports Com-
plex on Sat. Aug. 25.

The sports fellowship 
was hosted by AYA. The 
main objective of the meet 
was to foster unity among 
the youth associations and 
to contribute towards up-
lifting Mokokchung town 
through youths.

Activities like football, 
penalty shootout, volley-
ball and tug-of-war were 
played between the two 

Vannes (France), Aug. 25 
(IANS): A disciplined Japa-
nese squad prevailed 3-1 
over Spain in the final of the 
women’s Under-20 World 
Cup.

It was Japan’s first tri-
umph in the competition 
on Friday, following third-
place finishes in 2012 and 
2016, reports Efe news. 

The Spanish, though 
disappointed, can be still 
be proud after delivering 
their country’s best-ever 
performance in the wom-
en’s U-20 championship.

Spain dominated pos-

session in the first half, but 
star striker Pati Guijarro 
squandered a pair of early 
chances before teammate 
Maite Oroz forced a save 
from Japanese goalkeeper 
Hannah Stambaugh.

Japan’s first opportu-
nity came about 20 min-
utes in, a strike by Honoka 
Hayashi that sailed above 
the cross-bar.

The Asian side opened 
the scoring in the 38th min-
ute, when Hinata Miyaza-
wa tried her luck from dis-
tance and managed to put 
the ball just over the out-

stretched hands of Spanish 
keeper Catalina Coll.

While La Roja contin-
ued to have more of the 
ball in the second half, they 
remained unable to ex-
ploit that advantage, and 
a poor clearance that left 
Saori Takarada alone with 
the ball in front of Coll 
allowed Japan to double 
their advantage in the 57th 
minute.

Eight minutes later, a 
Takarada pass led to Fuka 
Nagano’s goal and Spain 
found themselves trailing 
3-0.

C a n d e l a  A n d u j a r 
pulled back a goal for 
Spain in the 71st minute.

Japan withstood the 
Spanish response and 
came close to getting a 
fourth goal in the final 
minutes.

Spanish Prime Min-
ister Pedro Sanchez, who 
watched the game from 
the stands at Stade Rabine 
in Vannes along with FIFA 
president Gianni Infan-
tino, met with the U-20 
squad after the match 
to congratulate them on 
reaching the final.

Jakarta (Indonesia), Aug. 
25 (AP): Pusarla Venkata 
Sindhu of India- known as 
PV - turned a silver medal 
two years ago in badmin-
ton at the Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics into millions of 
in endorsements.

She’s the favorite to win 
gold at the Asian Games, 
though even that result 
may not yield the same 
windfall.

The magazine Forbes 
lists her as the seventh 
highest-earning female 
athlete in the world with an 
income of about $8.5 mil-
lion - more than 90 percent 
from endorsements. And 
almost all from her success 
in Brazil. She’s second at 
home in sports earnings 
only to India cricket captain 
Virat Kohli.

Tennis star Serena Wil-
liams headed the Forbes 
list of top earners in wom-
en’s sports, but Sindhu is 
ranked higher than the No. 
1-ranked player on the WTA 

Tour, Simona Halep of Ro-
mania.

‘’To be in the list is a 
great feeling because ev-
erybody compares you 
with other players - the big 
shots,’’ she said Saturday af-
ter beating Gregoria Mariska 
Tunjung of Indonesia 21-12, 
21-15 to reach the quarter-
finals.

‘’Many are coming to me 

saying now you are a mil-
lionaire,’’ she said, breaking 
into a nervous laugh. She 
joked that she now ranks 
with ‘’the legends.’’

India has dearth of fe-
male sports stars, and so 
Sindhu’s success has trig-
gered lots of interest from 
sponsors. Another factor 
driving her marketability is 
India’s previous lack of suc-

Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium), Aug. 
25 (AP): Lewis Hamilton again showed 
he’s the best driver in the rain by taking 
pole position for the Belgian Grand 
Prix on Saturday.

The Mercedes driver saved his best 
for the last lap to easily beat Sebastian 
Vettel’s leading time for Ferrari and se-
cure a Formula One record-extending 
78th pole. Vettel was second in another 
disappointment for Ferrari, which 
topped all three practice sessions. But 

like in previous races, the rain seemed 
to affect Vettel’s confidence and boost 
Hamilton’s.

The rain only came down for the 
third and final part of qualifying, 
known as Q3, and shook up the field 
considerably.

Two days after the team came out 
of administration, the re-named Rac-
ing Point Force India took third and 
fourth with Frenchman Esteban Ocon 
- a career best - ahead of Sergio Perez.

cess in the Olympics.
India has won only 

one Olympic gold medal 
in an individual sport. That 
was with shooter Abhinav 
Bindra in the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. The other eight 
gold medals all came in field 
hockey, a team event.

India won only two 
medals in Rio - Sindhu’s 
silver and Sakshi Malik’s 
bronze in women’s freestyle 
wrestling.

Saina Nehwal, a former 
No. 1-ranked badminton 
player, cheered Sindhu’s 
ascent.

‘’I’m happy with what 
I’m earning, and she is hap-
py with what she’s earning,’’ 
Nehwal said.

Sindhu knows she’s 
growing the game at home.

‘’Badminton as a sport 
has been increasing a lot,’’ 
Sindhu said. ‘’Everybody 
wants to play badminton 
right now in India.’’

There are a million rea-
sons.

Lewis Hamilton

youth associations dur-
ing the one-day combined 
sports fellowship.  Dilong 
and Alempang wards are 

immediate neighbours and 
share a common goal to 
contribute to the growth of 
Mokokchung town.  
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Champions of the KFL-2, Sechu Zubza players and officials after the closing ceremony at the Kohima local ground on Sat. Aug. 25. 
EM Images

India's Tajinderpal Singh Toor celebrates on the podium after receiving his gold medal for the men's shot 
put during the athletics competition at the 18th Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sat. Aug. 25.

AP/PTI

Sohrab Moradi breaks the world snatch record in the men's 94kg class weightlifting event at the 2018 Asian 
Games in Jakarta on Sat. Aug. 25.

Manchester City defender Aymeric Laporte scores the equaliser in a 1-1 draw against Wolverhampton Wanderers 
in Wolverhampton, United Kingdom on Sat. Aug. 25.

Tajinder cinches maiden Asiad gold with Games record

Dipika, Joshana, Ghosal settle for bronze in squash singles

Iran's Moradi breaks weightlifting's oldest world record

Man City held at newly-promoted Wolves

Debutant Sechu Zubza crowned new champions of Kohima Football League

Medal standings
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Jakarta, Aug. 25 (PTI): Tejin-
derpal Singh Toor clinched 
the men's shot put gold 
with a record-shattering 
throw to open India's medal 
account in athletics in the 
Asian Games here today 

The 23-year-old Toor 
sent the iron ball to a na-
tional record distance of 
20.75m to win his maiden 
Asian Games medal on the 
opening day of the athletics 
competition. He bettered 
the earlier national record of 
20.69m set by Om Prakash 
Karhana in 2012.

His effort also bettered 
the earlier Asian Games 
record of 20.57m which was 
in the name of defending 
champion Sultan Addul 
Majeed Al-Hebshi of Saudi 
Arabia made in 2010 Games. 
Al-Hebshi was had three 
consecutive foul throws 
today to return home disap-
pointed. 

Toor shattered the 
Games record in men's shot 
put to open India's medal 
account in athletics in the 
Asian Games here today. 

Toor was the favourite 
to win the gold as he had 
entered the event as sea-

son leader (20.24m). The 
winning throw came in the 
fifth attempt though he was 
leading the field with his 
first throw of 19.96m.

China's Liu Yang won 
the silver with season best 
effort of 19.52m, ahead of 
Kazakshtan's Ivan Ivanov 
(19.40m).

Toor, who left behind an 
ailing father who is battling 
cancer, said all his sacrifices 
have paid today. 

Another national record 
fell by the wayside as rising 
star Hima Das clocked 51.00 
seconds to qualify for the 
women's 400m final. She 
obliterated the 14-year-old 
national record set by Man-
jit Kaur (51.05) in Chennai 
in 2004.

Hima finished second in 
her heat behind Bahrain's 
Salwa Naser (50.86), who 
is the favourite to win this 
event.

Mohd. Anas and Rajiv 
Arokia also made it to the 
men's 400m final, which 
will also be held tomorrow.

Anas qualifed for the 
final by winning his semi-
final heat with a timing 
of 45.30 seconds, the best 

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 72 51 30 153
Japan 34 31 44 109

South Korea 25 26 33 84
Iran 14 11 9 34
Indonesia 10 12 16 38
DPR Korea 10 5 6 21
Thailand 8 8 24 40
India 7 5 17 29
Chinese Taipei 6 11 13 30
Uzbekistan 5 10 7 22
Kazakastan 4 7 27 38
UAE 3 4 1 8
Mongolia 3 2 5 10
Hongkong 2 6 13 21
Kyrgyzstan 2 4 5 11
Singapore 2 2 6 10
Cambodia 2 0 1 3
Vietnam 1 7 9 17
Malaysia 1 4 2 7
Macau, China 1 2 0 3
Jordan 1 1 5 7
Lebanon 1 1 2 4
Philippines 1 0 7 8
Iraq 1 0 0 1

Bahrain 0 2 0 2

Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3
Saudi Arabia 0 1 1 2
Qatar              0 1 1 2
Lao PDR 0 1 0 1
Myanmar 0 0 2 2
Pakistan 0 0 2 2
Afghanistan 0 0 1 1
Korea 0 0 1 1

overall. Arokia (46.08) was 
second in his heat and 
made it to the final at over-
all sixth.

Earlier in the day, Anas, 
who has a personal best of 
45.24, had topped heat 1, 

clocking 45.63 while Arokia 
Rajiv timed 46.82 to qualify 
for the semifinals.

National record holder 
Dutee Chand also quali-
fied for the women's 100m 
semifinals by winning her 

heat with a fast timing of 
11.38.

Running in lane 4, 
Dutee beat Kazakhstan's 
Olga Safronov (11.46) and 
Uzbekistan's Nigina Shari-
pova (11.59) to win heat 

Jakarta, Aug. 25 (AFP): 
Sohrab Moradi of Iran 
broke weightlifting's lon-
gest standing world record 
on his way to gold in the 
men's 94kg class at the 
Asian Games on Saturday.

Moradi hoisted 189kg 
in the competition's open-
ing discipline to better the 
snatch record set at 188kg 
in 1999 by Greece's Akakios 
Kakiasvilis.

Moradi, who was sus-
pended for two years in 
2013 for testing positive for 
banned painkiller metha-
done, but returned to win 
Olympic gold in Rio, now has 
a complete set of 94kg world 
records that will remain on 
the books forever.

After the Asian Games 
all the sport's weight classes 
will change ahead of the 
Olympic qualifying cycle 
beginning at November's 
World Championships.

Moradi already owned 
the marks for the clean and 
jerk (233kg) and total weight 
(417kg) in the men's light 
heavyweight division which 

Wolverhampton (United 
Kingdom), Aug. 25 (AFP): 
Aymeric Laporte rescued a 
draw for Manchester City 
against newly promoted 
Wolves on Saturday as Pep 
Guardiola's team dropped 
their first points of the sea-
son.

The reigning cham-
pions were forced to dig 
deep to rescue a point on a 
day of mild controversy at 
Molineux, with Laporte's 
header in the 69th minute 
cancelling out Willy Boly's 
opener 12 minutes earlier 
that went in off his arm.

It appeared Wolves 
might inflict a first league 
defeat on the Premier 
League champions since 
City's derby defeat to Man-
chester United in April.

The home side exposed 
some chinks in City's ar-
mour that will offer a glim-
mer of encouragement 
to the rest of the Premier 
League.

Nuno Espirito Santo's 
men weathered intense 
City pressure before claim-

ing a surprise lead.
And even though City 

shared the points thanks 
to an emphatic header by 
Laporte, the game threw 
up rare questions for Guar-
diola to answer.

Having stormed to the 
Premier League title last 
season and started the new 
campaign in impressive 
style, life has been plain 
sailing for much of the past 
18 months for Guardiola.

In the absence of the 
injured Kevin De Bruyne, 
however, the composure 
his side so often display in 
attacking areas was some-
times missing at Molineux, 
although they still created 
enough chances to see off 
Wolves comfortably.

Of more concern, per-
haps, was the lack of solid-
ity in defence, where Vin-
cent Kompany and Laporte 
at its heart looked far from 
assured as a partnership.

With John Stones left 
on the substitutes' bench, 
there were signs that Kom-
pany's lack of pace and La-

porte's lack of experience 
could be exposed, although 
the young Frenchman 
looked like a seasoned Pre-
mier League campaigner 
when he thundered home 
the header to give his side 
a point.
Patricio save
A first half in which Wolves 
played their part in an en-
tertaining spectacle was 
still, inevitably, dominated 
by the reigning champions, 
who struck the woodwork 
twice, once with the aid of 
a fabulous save from Rui 
Patricio.

The Wolves and Por-
tugal number one threw 
himself high to his left to 
claw a long-range effort 
from Raheem Sterling onto 
the crossbar on 22 minutes.

That came shortly after 
Sergio Aguero had struck 
Patricio's left-hand upright 
with a snap-shot from a 
Kyle Walker cross.

That effort came from a 
break that followed a disal-
lowed goal for Wolves, who 
had Raul Jimenez flagged 

Jakarta, Aug. 25 (IANS): All 
three Indian racqueteers in 
squash singles settled for 
bronze medals after Sau-
rav Ghosal, Dipika Palikal 
Karthik and Joshana Chi-
nappa lost their respective 
semi-final clashes at the 
18th Asian Games here on 
Saturday.

Dipika lost 0-3 (7-11, 
9-11, 6-11) to defending 
champion and former 
World No.1 Nicol David 
of Malaysia while Joshana 
went down 1-3 (5-11, 10-
12, 11-5, 10-12) to another 
Malaysian Sivasangari Sub-
ramaniam.

Ghosal, meanwhile, 
wasted a two-set advan-
tage to lose the men's sin-
gles semi-final 2-3 (12-10, 
13-11, 6-11, 6-11, 6-11) to 
Chun Ming Au from Hong 
Kong in a cliffhanger.

Despite the reversals, 
this is India's best ever 
show in the Asian Games 
in squash singles.

In  t h e  2 0 1 4  A s i a n 
Games, India won two sin-
gles medals -- Ghosal had a 
silver and Dipika a bronze.

In the first game, Gho-
sal rallied remarkably to 
comeback from 4-9 down 
at one stage to take the 

lead. 
The second game saw 

the Kolkata-based lad hav-
ing a 4-0 lead but Chun 
Ming was not in a mood 
to throw in the towel and 
pushed his rival to the brink.

It was a very close con-
test at 8-8, 9-9 and 11-11 but 
Ghosal eventually had the 
last laugh with a winner to 
take a 2-0 lead in the match.

However, in the third 
set, from a lead of 6-5, Gho-
sal lost six points in a row to 
allow Chung Ming to make 
a comeback.

Dipika, on the other 
hand, led 5-2 and 4-1 in the 

first two games but three-
time defending champion 
Nicol had enough experi-
ence to run away with a 11-7 
11-9 11-6 win.

The 26-year-old had 
beaten Japanese Kobayashi 
Misaki 3-0 in the quarter-
finals, while Joshana beat 
Hong Kong's Chan Ho Ling 
by a similar margin to ad-
vance to the last four stage.

At the Asiad, both losing 
semi-finalists bag a bronze 
and there is no bronze med-
al play-off.

David has won the Asian 
Games singles titles four 
times earlier.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 25 (EMN): 
Debutant Sechu Zubza 
emerged the new cham-
pions of the 2nd Kohima 
Football League after de-
feating Twenty XI Viswema 
in the league's final match  
that was played in the Ko-
hima local ground, on Sat. 
Aug. 25.

Zeaneikho Miasalhou 
scored the only goal for 
Sechu Zubza as they beat 
fourth-placed Twenty XI  in  
the encounter. 

Sechu Zubza in the pro-
cess of winning the KFL-2 
title, won eight matches, 
drew two and lost two in 12 
matches.  They scored 37 
goals with Shurhosul scor-
ing the highest goals with 
12, and they conceded 19 
goals in the process of win-
ning the title.

In the final match, 
Zeaneikho headed home 
the lone goal as he found 

the cross from Khiuwangbo 
Kaurintah corner kick in 
the 8th minute of the first 
half.

T h e  g o a l k e e p e r  o f 
Twenty XI Neithongulie 
Kuotsu made some crucial 
saves in the first half to 
keep the goal margin by 
one.

Twenty XI failed to con-
nect with the striker as they 
couldn't breach the defen-
sive line of Zubza team.

In the second half, Viho 
Kin's shot was inches away 
from giving the equaliser 
for Twenty XI in the 57th 
minute.

De s p i t e  n u m e ro u s 
chances,  team Zubza 
couldn't double the lead 
as the team went on to win 
with the lone goal at the 
end of the match.

At the end of round 
12, Sechu Zubza’s win put 
them in top of the Kohi-
ma Football League table 

number two. The effort 
though was slower than 
her national record of 11.29 
which she had clocked in 
Guwahati in June.

In the women 10,000m, 
S u r i y a  L o n g a n a t h a n 
(32:42.08) and Sanjivani 
Baburao (33:13.06) faded 
towards the end to finish 
sixth and ninth respec-
tively. 

Long jumper M Sree-
shankar also qualified for 
the final after finishing 
fourth in the qualification 
round by clearing a dis-
tance of 7.83m.

In the high jump also, 
Chetan Balasubramanya 
qualified for the final by 
clearing 2.15m. None of 
the 13 qualifiers, however, 
could touch the automat-
ic qualification mark of 
2.20m.

There was disappoint-
ment also as Sarita Singh 
finished fifth in the wom-
en's hammer throw as she 
could only clear 62.03m, 
which was far behind the 
mark of podium finishers 
Na Luo (71.42m), Zheng 
Wang (70.86m) and Hitomi 
Katsuyama (62.95m).

standing with 26 points. 
New Market FC in third 
place with 19 points. While 
Twenty XI remained in the 
4th position with 18 points.

The champions Sechu 
Zubza walked home with 
INR 1,00,000 along with  
running trophy (sponsored 

by Mhasimhalie Mathew 
Yhome, General secretary 
Northern Angami Youth 
Organisation)  medals and 
certificate. 

While the runners-up, 
Ziekiezou SC recieved INR 
80,000 along with medals 
and certificates.

The best  fans club 
award was given to Sechu 
Zubza along with INR 5000 
and certificates.

Twenty XI FC received 
the fair play award along 
with INR 5000 sponsored 
by Kethozelie Liezietsu, 
member KTC along with 

the certificate. Organised 
by Kohima Town Club, sev-
en teams participated in 
the second edition of the 
KFL-2.

Earlier Pele Khezhie, 
president of Nagaland 
Contractors and Suppliers 
Union who attended the 

closing ceremony as the 
special guest lauded the 
initiative of the organis-
ers. He said this league is 
a hope and a factory to 
produce many good play-
ers in the years to come and 
was hopeful that the other 
districts which have not 
started the league will also 
follow the same which will 
encourage young talents 
and promote the league to 
a national level.

Despite the talents 
present in the state, Khe-
zhie observed that “We lack 
behind in infrastructure 
which is the main stum-
bling block for advance-
ment in sports specially 
in this game but believe 
with the right spirit, right 
attitude, determination, 
and a balanced mindset 
we can overcome all these 
problems.”

He further asked the 
players to aim not only 

to play in state level but 
to represent the country 
and leagues like ISL and 
beyond.

Individual awards 
Best goalkeeper: P Angki 
Konyak of United 16 FC 
(INR 5000), trophy and 

certificate 
Best defender:  Hekato Aye 
of New Market (INR 5000), 

trophy and certificate 
Best midfielder: Khi-

uwangbo Kaurinthah of 
Sechu Zubza (INR 5000), 

trophy and certificate 
Highest goal scorer: 

Shurhosul Zhotso of Sechu 
Zubza (12 goals) (INR 

5000), trophy and certifi-
cate 

Player of the tournament: 
Apoto Rhetso of Twenty 
XI Viswema (INR 8000), 
trophy and certificate 

Best coach: Zakietuolie 
Khrodi of Sechu Zubza FC 

(INR 5000), trophy and 
certificate.

offside after he had tapped 
home a cross-shot by Dio-
go Jota.

Fernandinho fired nar-
rowly wide for City and 
Ruben Neves did likewise 
for Wolves, with Boly mak-
ing two fine challenges on 
Aguero as the opening 45 
minutes failed to produce 
a goal.

It was unusual territory 
for City, who then conced-
ed a 57th-minute goal to 
add to their frustrations.

Joao Moutinho's deli-
cious cross from the left 
skimmed the head of Matt 
Doherty and found Boly, 
with the ball finding its way 
into the bottom corner via 
his arm.

City believed the open-
er might have been ruled 
out for either offside or 
handball and they were fur-
ther agitated when David 
Silva was denied a penalty 
for what he felt was a shove 
by Doherty.

But they were right 
back in the game when 
Ilkay Gundogan delivered a 
free-kick from the right and 
Laporte leapt above Boly to 
head home the equaliser 
from six yards.

Had a stoppage-time 
free-kick from Aguero 
dipped under the crossbar 
instead of striking it, City 
would have forgotten their 
frustrations.

Instead, Guardiola was 
left to ponder a number 
of issues after a rare dis-
appointment for his all-
conquering side.

Other matches:
Southampton 1 - Leicester 

City 2
Arsenal 3 - West Ham 1

Bournemouth 2 - Everton 
2

Huddersfield 0 - Cardiff 
City 0

he set at the World Cham-
pionships in Anaheim last 
year.

"I really wanted to break 
the world record as it was the 
only one I didn't have and 
this was my last chance," 
Moradi told AFP.

"I feel very happy to 
know that my name will 
always remain on all the 
94kg world records," added 
the man who has always 
claimed he is 100 percent 
clean and has said it was 
a complete mystery how 

the methadone got into his 
sample.

He will now step up to 
the new 96kg class. "My next 
goal is the World Champion-
ships (in November) and af-
ter that to put on a good show 
at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics."


