
A file photo Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan during a visit to a relief camp at Kozhencherry, in Pathanamthitta on 
Thursday, August 23.
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Members of the Naga Students’ Federation participating at a rally in Kohima on Friday.
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Says exclusion of Dimapur from BERF purview has turned district into ‘safe haven of illegal immigrants’  
Chief minister's representative assures to convene a meeting of all stakeholders to address the issue 

Students protest influx of ‘illegal immigrants’ to Nagaland 

Should polling-day political 
ads in print media be 
banned? EC to ask parties

Kerala toll is 417, CM asks people to detail losses 

Another teachers’ group to boycott class  RB Thong is new 
chief secretary
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Kohli ready to emulate Bradman 
in great India comeback  |  P11

Oi! Hey! What kind of a thief 
are you? We don't steal from 

homes, we steal only from trees...
amateur!

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 24 (EMN): 
Hundreds of Naga students 
on Friday staged a rally in 
Kohima demanding the 
state government to im-
plement stringent rules to 
check influx of ‘illegal im-
migrants’ and also to bring 
the state’s commercial hub 
Dimapur under the ambit 
of Inner Line Permit rules.

The rally was organised 
by the Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF) outside its 
office premise in the heart of 
the capital town. Following 
the rally, the students along 
with members of the public 
marched to the chief min-
ister’s official residence at 
Ministers’ Hill and submit-
ted a memorandum.

Highlighting its recently 
launched exercise to check 
influx of ‘illegal Immigrants’ 
and ILP defaulters in vari-
ous districts, the federation 
sought the chief minister’s 
attention to the enforce-
ment of the ILP mechanism 
in the state. It stated that 
existing rules were not prop-
erly implemented and the 
influx of ‘illegal Immigrants’ 
posed a huge demographic 
threat to the indigenous in-
habitants of Nagaland.

The NSF expressed 
concern that lack of strin-
gent implementation of 
the Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation (BERF) 1873 and 
the exclusion of Dimapur 
district from the purview of 
ILP have made said district 
a safe haven for ‘illegal im-
migrants.’ 

Scott Morrison is new Australian 
PM after Turnbull's ouster   |  P9

JLo to auction 'Shades of Blue' 
wardrobe for a cause |  P10

“It is an established fact that, if 
Dimapur is allowed to be converted 
to a melting pot, overwhelmed by 
people with questionable identities, 
the rest of Nagaland in particular 
and the north-eastern hills will be 
illegally dominated, threatening 
our identity, culture and our very 
survival and resulting in societal 
destruction. Therefore, in the inter-
est to protect the welfare and future 
of the younger generation, the NSF 
demands that, Dimapur district be 
included within the purview of ILP 
as per the provision for extension of 
the Inner Line which is provided in 
the Bengal Eastern frontier Regula-
tion 1873,” the NSF stated.

The federation also asked the 
government to intimate the stu-
dent body of necessary measures 
taken and initiated by the govern-
ment regarding this matter within a 

month’s time.
With the chief minister Neiphiu 

Rio stated to be pre-engaged, the 
NSF delegation submitted the 
memorandum through advisor to 
the chief minister, Viketol Sakhrie. A 
statement from the chief minister’s 
office this evening, informed that 
the NSF delegation appealed to the 
government of Nagaland to take up 
all necessary measures in streamlin-
ing the ILP issuing mechanisms.

Sakhrie was stated to have con-
veyed the appreciation of the chief 
minister towards concern and ef-
forts of the students, and expressed 
that this was a common problem 
with potential to impact future 
generations.

“On behalf of the chief minister 
and the government of Nagaland, 
the advisor assured that the state 
government is working with all 

seriousness on the matter and that 
the chief minister will call for a 
joint consultative meeting with all 
stakeholders in the near future,” the 
statement read.

‘Enough of representations, 
committees’
Earlier during the rally, NSF presi-
dent Kesosul Christorpher Ltu 
bluntly asserted that the govern-
ment machinery have miserably 
failed to monitor the implementa-
tion of ILP system, which was why 
there was unchecked inflow of 
illegal immigrants in various parts 
of the state. He pointed out that the 
police check gates have become 
porous and ineffective as they have 
no record of how many people re-
quiring ILP were entering or leaving 
the state. 

Due to the failure of the state 

government in checking influx of 
illegal immigrants, he said, civil 
organisations and student bodies 
have recently taken it upon them-
selves to carry out verification of 
ILP as there were many people in 
the state without necessary per-
mit and some without any valid 
documents.s

Ltu said that multiple repre-
sentations, memorandums and 
reminders to the state government 
had failed to yield any result, which 
was why the issue had to be taken to 
the streets in this manner. 

The NSF also questioned the 
state government’s recent decision 
to constitute a new committee 
under the nomenclature ‘Joint 
Committee on Prevention of Illegal 
Immigrants’ when the govern-
ment’s 2015 committee to study the 
implementation of ILP in the state 

had already submitted its 
report and recommenda-
tions. The student leader 
wondered if it was a tactic to 
temporarily pacify the out-
cry of the people by forming 
committee after committee, 
while questioning what was 
lacking in the report of the 
previous committee which 
was formed at the highest 
level. He strongly appealed 
to the government that the 
people has had enough of 
committees and reports. 
“You have to have the politi-
cal will and the determina-
tion to secure our future and 
our rights,” Ltu flatly stated.

He also highlighted to 
the gathering that as the 
federation’s first phase of 
checking influx of illegal 
immigrants, student vol-
unteers undertook field 
verification of permits; and 
today’s rally and procession 
to submit memorandum to 
the chief minister was the 
second phase.

The student leader re-
marked that states like Aru-
nachal Pradesh or Mizoram 
had strict ILP enforcement 
but in Nagaland, people 
who were required to have 
ILP were randomly arriv-
ing and leaving, that too, 
right under the nose of the 
authorities. Stating that the 
future of the state was being 
‘sabotaged and hijacked’ 
for a few hundreds of ru-
pees, Ltu lamented that ‘our 
own people’ were acting 
as middlemen (dalals) by 
collecting ILP from differ-
ent persons for renewal 
at a commission of mere 
INR 50-100. Towards this, 
he said the federation has 
taken a decision to deal with 

any person identified and 
caught playing middlemen, 
befittingly.

We will not allow our 
future to be compromised 
in the hands of few peo-
ple who try to earn some 
money by being dalali to 
illegal immigrants, the NSF 
president sounded.

He also narrated an in-
cident during the process 
of the NSF field verification 
where some of the student 
volunteers who caught ILP 
defaulters were offered 
money (bribe). “When our 
volunteers asked for ILP 
from some people, they re-
plied, ‘Dada, expire hoishe 
ho. Apuni itu poisa loi kena 
morom para banai anidibi 
na (Big brother, my permit 
has expired. 

Please take this cash 
and renew it for me)’. That 
is the confidence they (de-
faulters) have in our state. 
There is something wrong 
in the system. Something 
is also wrong with our own 
people as well,” Ltu said. 
He expressed hope that 
the district administration 
authorities would respond 
to such ‘open bribes’ ap-
propriately.

Also, the NSF president 
said after student volun-
teers caught 31 ILP default-
ers in Kohima on August 8 
during verification exercise 
and handed them over to 
Kohima police, he was ap-
proached the next day by 
a person claiming to be in 
the rank of a ‘lieutenant’ 
of a certain Naga national 
group informing that one of 
his men was among those 
detained. 
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New Delhi, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
Should political advertise-
ments in print media be 
banned 48 hours before the 
day of polling on the lines of 
the restriction on electronic 
media?

This is one of the ques-
tions the Election Com-
mission would ask political 
parties on Monday during 
an all-party meet convened 
by it ahead of next year's 
Lok Sabha polls.

"Inclusion of print me-
dia within the ambit of sec-
tion 126(1)(b) of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act 
1951 and issue of online 
canvassing to promote or 
prejudice the electoral pros-
pects of a party/candidate 
on social media during the 
last 48 hours before con-
clusion of polling will...be 
discussed (in the meeting)," 
an EC statement on the 
agendas to be discussed, 
said today.

In 2016, the EC had 
urged the government to 

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): The Nagaland 
RMSA Teachers' Association (NRM-
SATA) 2016 batch has announced yet 
another ‘indefinite’ boycott of classes as 
its ‘first phase of agitation.’

In a statement issued on Friday, the 
association stated that it had on August 
22 sought clarification from the Naga-
land government concerning an office 
memorandum for reduction of RMSA 

teachers’ salary. 
“However the government failed to 

come up with any response and instead, 
has gone ahead to intimidate the RMSA 
teachers of 2016 batch with its order, not 
heeding the association’s demand for 
revocation of the OM. Therefore, NRM-
SATA 2016 officially calls for indefinite 
boycott of classes from 27th Aug 2018. 
In this regard, NRMSATA informs all its 

members to strictly adhere to its direc-
tives failing which will be severely dealt 
with,” read the statement.  The associa-
tion has also informed those teachers 
who were on ‘study leave’ to inform their 
substitutes of the same.   The association 
has also called for a meeting of its cen-
tral executives and district convenors on 
August 28 at “TU building Kohima from 
10:30 am onwards.”

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): The govern-
ment of Nagaland has appointed R Bin-
chilo Thong as the state’s chief secretary 
with immediate effect. A government 
notification on Friday informed that 
the incumbent Temjen Toy has been re-
lieved of his charge as the chief secretary.

Related news on Page 2 

amend the electoral law to bar 
political advertisements in news-
papers 48 hours before the day of 
polling on the lines of the restriction 
on electronic media.

The move came as the poll panel 
had to use its constitutional powers 
to ban such newspaper advertise-
ments on a case-by-case basis dur-
ing the Bihar Assembly election in 
October-November of 2015.

On gender representation in 
political parties and comparative 
international experience, the EC 
would invite views on measures 
that political parties can undertake 
to encourage enhanced representa-
tion of women within the organisa-
tional structure of the political party, 
as well as in the candidate selection 
for contesting elections to legisla-
tive bodies.

All seven registered national 
political parties and 51 state po-
litical parties have been invited to 
participate in the meeting.

The agenda for the meeting 
includes discussion on fidelity of 
electoral rolls. The EC has invited 
the views of all parties on measures 
to improve the accuracy, transpar-
ency and inclusivity of electoral 
rolls in view of the upcoming elec-
tions to Lok Sabha and the state 
assemblies.

On the subject of election ex-
penditure regulation, issues related 
to expenditure ceiling for Legisla-
tive Council elections and limiting 
political party expenditure would 
be discussed. While candidate have 
a cap on election expenditure, there 
is no limit on parties.

Discussion on enforcement 
measures to ensure timely submis-
sion of annual audited reports and 
election expenditure reports are 
also on the agenda.

Issues related to alternative 
modes of voting for domestic mi-
grants and absentee voters, feed-
back of parties on electronic trans-
fer of e-ballot to service personnel 
and efforts to encourage electoral 
participation of voters with disabili-
ties is also on the cards.

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug. 24 
(IANS): Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on Friday put 
the number of dead in rains 
and floods at 417 as hundreds 
began returning home from re-
lief camps, still leaving 8.69 lakh 
people in 2,787 shelters.

Vijayan told the media that 
the deaths began since the mon-
soon rains started on May 29 
but 265 of the casualties were 
reported from August 8 when 
torrential downpour triggered 
the worst flooding in the state in 
nearly a century.

Another 36 people were 
missing, he said, and urged 
those battered by the floods 
to submit on the Kerala gov-
ernment website details of the 
losses suffered by them. 

Some 7,000 houses were de-
stroyed in the fury and around 
50,000 had been partially dam-
aged.

Vijayan's comments came 
as more and more people began 
quitting the relief camps, which 
at one time totalled more than 
3,000, to restart lives in their 
previously water-logged homes.

As Friday remained sunny, 
water receded faster in most 
places that were inundated.

The maximum number of 
people in relief camps were said 
to be in Alappuzha, Chengan-
nur, Paravur, Changnacherry, 
Chalakudy and parts of Pathan-
amthitta district.

In Kottayam, several camps 
wound up. At one centre at 
the CMS College, people were 
treated to an Onam 'sadya' -- the 

Changnacherry road to make it 
motorable again.

To raise additional funds 
for the Chief Minister's Distress 
Relief Fund, Issac announced 
a special lottery whose tickets 
would cost Rs 250 each. The 
government hopes to raise Rs 
100 crore from the lottery.

Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict Panchayat President V.K. 
Madhu said that 4,000 people 
from the capital district would 
spread over across various flood 
ravaged places to engage in 
cleaning exercises starting on 
Saturday.

In Chengannur,  many 
homes was spruced up.

"My daughter's marriage 
was fixed for the first week of 
next month. Now we have to 
start all over again as we have 
decided to postpone it," said 
a distraught father near Chen-
gannur.

Some voluntary agencies 
have begun counselling sessions 
in the relief camps. 

On Friday, two government 
officials were arrested in Waya-
nad for embezzling relief ma-
terials. Another person was 
similarly caught in Chengannur.

A person engaged in relief 
work told IANS that in several 
camps some political parties 
were diverting the relief materi-
als to areas of their interest.

Congress leader Ramesh 
Chennithala demanded that 
the government should hike the 
amount of money being given 
to each camp inmate from Rs 
10,000 to 25,000.

traditional feast served during 
Kerala's most important festival.

The main Onam festival falls 
on Saturday but Kerala will at 
best see subdued celebrations. 
The government has cancelled 
the official festivities and di-
verted the Rs 39 crore meant for 
it for relief work.

"We were treated well by 
the camp managers. We do 

not know what our fate will 
be when we return as we have 
nothing except the clothes 
we are in," said Thankama, a 
70-year-old woman as she pre-
pared to leave.

Finance Minister Thomas 
Issac said that around 5,000 vol-
unteers were reaching the wa-
ter-logged areas in and around 
Kuttandu.

"An army of electricians, 
plumbers and even snake catch-
ers are going to go around the 
13 panchayats in Alappuzha 
district from August 28. They will 
clean up all houses and latest 
by the first week of next month 
all those in relief camps will be 
brought home," he said.

Hectic work was on to 
get the damaged Alappuzha-



Youths get insight basic vocation and soft skills

National integration camp of 
Kendriya Vidyalaya underway

Sainik School cadet 
commissioned to 
Indian navy
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Lolano Patton with the organisers and trainees during the vocation programme held at Youth Hostel in Dimapur on Friday.

Kughato S Aye handing over the motorcycle keys to the Power and Traffic departments in Dimapur on Friday.

DS Rawat addressing the inaugural programme of the integration camp at Kendriya Vidyalaya in Dimapur on 
Friday Aug. 24. (R) Students of Kendriya Vidyalaya, Tuli gets ready to perform a folk song.

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): The 
Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYK), 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports, GoI, in collaboration 
with the Youth Welfare Club 
organised a day programme 
on “education in basic voca-
tion and soft skills,” on Aug. 
24 at the Youth Hostel in Di-
mapur.

The district public relation 
officer of Dimapur, Lolano 
Patton, who attended the in-
augural session as the special 
guest, maintained that the de-
mand for higher level of skills 
both in the government and 
private is ever increasing, lead-
ing to further development of 
vocational education funded 
by the central as well as the 
state governments and various 
other organisations. 

She described the selected 
trainees numbering around 20 
young girls as the lucky ones 
as they have been selected to 
undergo basic education in 
shoe making, sponsored by the 

Gov. announces transfer and posting of officers 
Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): In the interest of 
public service, the governor of Nagaland 
has announced transfer and posting of the 
following IAS/NCS/NSS/other officers with 
immediate effect.
1. T. Imkonglemba Ao, IAS, agriculture 

production commissioner shall hold ad-
ditional charge of team leader, NEPED

2. N. Hushili Sema, IAS, commissioner-
secretary, Vety. & Animal Husbandry and 
Women Resource department is relieved 
of the charge of V&AH. She shall hold ad-
ditional charge of commissioner-secretary 
of Food & Civil Supply on retirement of 
Nikhashe Sema, NCS, commissioner-
secretary F&CS w.e.f. Aug. 31.

3. Motsuthung Lotha, NCS, commissioner-
secretary, Parliamentary Affairs shall hold 
additional charge of Municipal Affairs 
department.

4. Alan Gonmei, IAS, secretary of Horticul-
ture is transferred and posted as secretary 
of V&AH separtment.

5. Senti Ao, IAS, secretary of DUDA is trans-
ferred and posted as secretary of Fisheries 
department. 

6. T. Mhabemo Yanthan, NCS, secretary of 
Tourism & team leader, NBHM is relieved 
of the charge of team leader, NBHM.

7. Neposo Theluo, NCS, secretary Rural De-
velopment department shall hold charge 
of RD till further orders.

8. Kevilenuo Angami, OSD, Planning & Co-
ordination and Evaluation shall hold ad-
ditional charge of OSD, School Education 
department. She is relieved of the charge 
of director, Evaluation.

9. K. Libanthung Lolha, NCS, additional sec-
retary, Co-operation shall hold additional 
charge of team leader, Nagaland Bamboo 
Mission.

10. Henkhahao Singson, NCS, additional sec-
retary, EF & CC is transferred and posted 
as additional secretary, Planning & Co-
ordination department with the charge of 
director, Evaluation department.

11. Obangla Jamir, NCS, additional secretary, 
Social Welfare department is transferred 
and posted as additional secretary, Home 
department.

12. Imtirenla Jamir, NCS, director, Youth Re-
source & Sports is transferred and posted 
as joint secretary, W&H department.

13. Akumla Chuba, NCS, joint secretary, F&SC 

is transferred and posted as director, YR 
&S.

14. Elizabeth Ngully, NCS, joint secretary, 
Tourism (designate) is transferred and 
posted as joint secretary, Urban Develop-
ment department.

15. Kuko Mero, NCS, joint secretary, CM Sec-
retariat is transferred and posted as joint 
secretary, Geology & Mining department.

16. M. Yashei Konyak, NSS, joint secretary, 
Horticulture is transferred and posted as 
joint secretary, Social Welfare department.

17. T. Yanpvuthung Kikon, NCS, joint sec-
retary, Municipal Affairs Department is 
transferred and posted as joint secretary, 
Tourism.

18. Gregory Thejawelie, NCS, joint secretary, 
School Education is transferred and 
posted as joint secretary, Social Welfare 
department.

19. Arenla Jamir, NCS, joint secretary, Home is 
transferred and posted as joint secretary, 
Land Resource department.

20. Nusieta Rhakho, NSS, deputy secretary, 
Home on promotion is transferred and 
posted as joint secretary, Home depart-
ment.

21. Neiseu Tsikhanuo, NSS, deputy secretary, 
S&WC on promotion is transferred and 
posted as joint secretary, Geology & Min-
ing department.

22. Chisi Thou, NSS, deputy secretary, Trans-
port on promotion is transferred and 
posted as joint secretary, Women Resource 
department.

23. Imtinokchala Amer, NSS, deputy secretary, 
Finance on promotion is transferred and 
posted as joint secretary, Eco & Statistics.

24. T. Imtiwapang Aier, NCS, deputy secre-
tary, Agri shall hold charge of team leader, 
NBHM.

25. Rabeni Kikon, deputy secretary, Eco & Sta-
tistics is transferred and posted as deputy 
secretary, Vety & AH.

26. Samson Sekhose, NSS, deputy secretary, 
Transport shall hold charge of transport 
officer.

27. Moayangla Longkumer, NSS, deputy sec-
retary, W&H is transferred and posted as 
deputy secretary, NRE.

28. Tsobahu Rhakho, NSS, under secretary, 
Horticulture department on promotion 
is transferred and posted as deputy secre-
tary, Soil & WC department.

29. Shilomenla Longchari, NSS, under secre-
tary, Social Welfare department on promo-
tion is transferred and posted as deputy 
secretary, F & CS department.

30. Senti Ao, NSS, under secretary, H&FW is 
transferred and posted as under secretary, 
Excise department.

31. Imokokla, NCS, under secretary, School 
Education is transferred and posted as 
under secretary, Lab & Emp.

32. P. Jacob Patton, NSS, under secretary, F 
& CS is transferred and posted as under 
secretary, W&H department (Housing).

33. Y.P. Along, NSS, section officer, Finance 
on promotion is transferred and posted as 
under secretary, H&FW department.

34. Besuyi Khokhru, NSS, section officer, G & 
M on promotion is transferred and posted 
as under secretary, IT & C department.

35. Erebe Lungalang, NSS, under secretary, H 
& TE is transferred and posted as under 
secretary, Evaluation department.

36. Ikiebam Lungalang, NSS, section officer, 
Home (political) on promotion is trans-
ferred and posted as under secretary, 
SCERT department.

37. Peter Chawang, NSS, section officer, Home 
department on promotion is transferred 
and posted as under secretary, I&PR de-
partment.

38. Imliakum, NSS, under secretary, Water 
Resource Department is transferred and 
posted as under secretary, Power depart-
ment.

39. N. Renchamo Kikon, NSS, section of-
ficer, W & H (Housing) on promotion is 
transferred mid posted as under secretary, 
Sericulture department.

40. Neikeduolie, NSS, under secretary, Home 
(Police) is transferred and posted as under 
secretary, Finance (Expenditure).

41. Chubasangla Longkumer, NSS, under sec-
retary, YR&S (designate) is transferred and 
posted as under secretary, Home (Police) 
department.

42. P. James Swu, NCS, under secretary, NRE is 
transferred and posted as under secretary, 
School Education.

43. Asalie Lese, NCS, under secretary, Land 
Revenue is transferred and posted as un-
der secretary, Agri.

44. Lanurenla Longchar, NSS, under secretary, 
P & AR is transferred and posted as under 
secretary, YR&S.
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Dimapur, Aug. 24: The 
two-day cluster level na-
tional integration camp 
of Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Sangathans (KVS) started 
at Kendriya Vidyalaya in 
Dimapur on Aug. 24. 

The chief guest of the 
opening programme, 
Chief Engineer Brigadier 
DS Rawat, reminded the 
students of Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’s idea of learn-
ing. He said that through 
participation, one would 
learn and respect the 
ways and traditions of 
the country. 

The principal of the 
Kendriya Vidyalaya Di-
mapur, Umesh Chandra, 
highlighted the objectives 
of the programme. He 
said the camp is part and 

parcel of KVS education 
system since its incep-
tion.

The programme is 
conducted for students 
to get exposure to differ-
ent culture and tradition; 
starting from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari, and Gu-
jarat to Nagaland, he said. 
Every year, he maintained 
that students have the op-
portunity to explore the 
Indian heritage through 
this camp.

Chandra informed 
that each region of KVS 
gets a state or a country as 
their project’s topic in or-
der to make the students 
learn about different cul-
tures and tradition. Stu-
dents get the privilege to 
work in team, develop 
leadership quality, and 

learn community partici-
pation and patriotism, he 
added.

Speaking about com-
petition, he said ‘winning 
or losing is immaterial. 
It’s the spirit and knowl-
edge that students gain 
through such opportuni-
ties which is vital point.’

The day long pro-
gramme was mark by 
s o l o ,  g r o u p  d a n c e , 
song, debate, elocution, 
Shloka, creative writing, 
painting, and project 
competitions.

A l t o g e t h e r  s e v e n 
schools and 235 students 
from across the Northeast 
states are participating 
in the programme. The 
camp will conclude on 
Aug. 25 with more com-
petitions.

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): A cadet, Manna Deb, 
from the first batch of 2013-14 of Sainik School 
Punglwa got commissioned as sub lieutenant 
on May 26 after four years of rigorous training 
at Indian Naval Academy in Kochi. 

The school authority on Friday said that 
Deb is the first officer to be commissioned into 
the Indian armed forces from the school. 

The academy course that he underwent 
training was 93 INAC (Indian Naval Academy 
Course) and he is now enlisted in the Electrical 
cadre in navy. 

Shortly, the Deb will be proceeding to INS 
Valsura in Gujarat for another one and half 
years of training after which he will be given 
ship posting, it informed.

The principal, staff and cadets of the school 
conveyed best wishes to the Deb and his family 
on successful completion of his training and on 
his commissioning as sub lieutenant in Indian 
navy. The school also wished him all the very 
best in rendering his valuable service to the 
nation and hope that he continues to motivate 
other cadets of the school.

STATE

NDPP Dimapur gives motorcycles 
to Power and Traffic departments 

CM to attend Khonoma 
Rüffüno 74th anniversary 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio will be attending the 
Khonoma Rüffüno’s 74th anniversary as the special 
guest on Sept. 1 at 10 am at Terhotsiese, Khonoma 
in Kohima. All the Khonoma Rüffüno members 
and invitees have been requested to attend the 
event.

ABAM to conduct Canaan 
farmers’ school training 
Ao Baptist Church Association (ABAM) will be con-
ducting its 6th ‘Canaan Farmers’ School’ training 
at Tuli from Sept. 4-8. It has informed that ABAM’s 
Canaan Farmers’ School Training Centre will be also 
inaugurated. Participants from Ao churches, churches 
under NBCC and Nagaland Development Outreach 
are expected to attend the training. Trainers from 
International Canaan Centre Philippines and South 
Korea are also expected, the ABAM executive secretary 
informed.

DPDB Tuensang convenes 
emergency meeting 
The Tuensang District Planning and Development 
Board had convened an emergency meeting on Aug. 
28 at 11 am in the conference hall of deputy com-
missioner in Tuensang. The meeting has been called 
to finalise the LADP 2018–19 schemes for Tuensang 
district. All the board members have been requested 
to attend the meeting.

Zeme Council election on 
Aug. 29
The Zeme Council Nagaland would be conduction 
its election on Aug. 29 at 11 am in Zeliangrong Baudi 
Hall at Jalukie Town. All in concern are informed to 
submit its consolidated household census within 
the stipulated time for the smooth conduct of the 
election. Nomination paper can be availed from the 
convenor till Aug. 25. The council has informed that 
no request for nomination will be entertained after 
the last date. For any queries, one may contact at 
9436882350 / 9402051529 or may personally enquire 
the helpdesk at the residence of the convenor at 
Jalukie town.

NLA Estimates committee 
meeting rescheduled 
The commissioner-secretary of Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly has informed that the first meeting of 
the committee on Estimates (2018–2019) has been 
rescheduled to Aug. 29 at 11 am in the committee 
room of Assembly Secretariat in Kohima. The pur-
pose of the meeting is to take stock of works and to 
chalk out the work programme for 2018–2019 and 
adoption reports of the committee. Members in 
concern are requested to attend the meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, August 24: De-
partments of Power and 
Traffic in Dimapur today 
received an additional 
amenity through the 
magnanimity of the Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP), 
Dimapur region, wherein 
the latter donated a mo-
torcycle each to augment 
in their line of duty.

The distribution cer-
emony was held at Town 
Hall in Dimapur, on Aug. 
24. The motorcycles were 
provided to the two de-
partments to augment 
them carry out their du-
ties for the welfare of the 
society.

Speaking at the event, 
president of NDPP Di-
mapur region, Kughato 
S Aye, related the party’s 
responsibility towards 
transforming the society. 
“It is our commitment as 
a party to our people,” 
Aye stated.

Aye said the motor-
cycles were distributed 
to the two departments 
for easy movements in 
their line of duties during 
emergency. He urged the 
people to use power ju-

diciously and also abide 
by the traffic regulations.

The president men-
tioned that it was the sec-
ond project that the party 
had undertaken. In the 
earlier instance, the party 
had distributed umbrel-
las to primary schools 
and also planted trees. 

Responding to the 
common complain that 
the party should re-
pair roads, schools, and 

hospitals among other 
things, Aye maintained 
that those works were 
to be undertaken by the 
state government. He 
added that their duty as 
a party was to contribute 
through social work for 
the benefit of the society.

The deputy speaker 
of the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly, Zhaleo 
Rio, during his address 
noted that the distribu-

tion of motorcycles to the 
two departments was a 
small thing. He, however, 
stated that it would large-
ly benefit the society in 
terms of their utilities and 
services. He expressed 
hope that the good works 
would continue in the 
days to come.

Motor transport of-
ficer, William Kath, who 
attended the event on 
behalf of the Dimapur 

traffic police, conveyed 
gratitude to the NDPP for 
looking after the welfare 
of their department and 
the public. Mentioning 
that the traffic person-
nel have to attend many 
programmes which make 
the use of motorcycles 
necessary, he said that 
the motorcycle would 
make their job more con-
venient. 

“We have only 10 mo-
torcycles in Dimapur: five 
motorcycles for Zone 1 
and five for Zone 2 which 
were not enough. This 
motorcycle from the 
NDPP will make our job 
more convenient to serve 
the public,” the transport 
officer stated. Kath fur-
ther mentioned about the 
two highway patrol vehi-
cles, the Maruti Gypsies 
that were handed over to 
the district enforcement 
unit on August 15 dur-
ing the commemoration 
of the 72nd Independ-
ence Day in Dimapur. He 
thanked the government 
stating that it will be used 
for public convenience. 

S D O - I I I  D i m a p u r 
Electrical division, Akito 
Murru, attended the pro-

gramme representing the 
Power department. Mur-
ru said, “Our department, 
with the very limited re-
sources at our disposal, 
we have to give our best 
many times. Our goal 
is service to the people. 
Not many had supported 
us, we are thankful that 
NDPP lent us a helping 
hand.”

Mentioning that the 
department has to be on 
guard at all times as the 
transformers get burnt 
every now and then, Mur-
ru said that with the re-
source given by the NDPP 
it would save them time. 
He also assured to con-
tinue giving better service 
to the people. He further 
urged the public to use 
only LED bulbs for power 
efficiency. “Please use 
only LED bulbs, stop us-
ing incandescent bulbs,” 
he requested.

Meanwhile, the Di-
mapur police, in a press 
release issued by the ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner of Police and PRO, 
has expressed gratitude 
to the NDPP party for 
donating one motorcycle 
to the unit.

Mokokchung-Mariani road 
closed for heavy vehicle
Dimapur,Aug. 24 (EMN): 
In view of the repair work 
being carried out at 9.8 
Km Mokokchung-Mari-
ani road, NH-702D, the 
deputy commissioner 
of Mokokchung, Sachin 
Jaiswal, has directed all 

the heavy vehicles to 
avoid the said road with 
immediate effect. 

All heavy vehicles 
have been directed to take 
Amguri-Mariani road till 
the repair work is com-
pleted.

Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports, GoI. 

Patton observed that basic 
vocation or skill based educa-
tion enables the trainees to 
acquire skills which will enable 
them to get experience in a 
particular technique through 
manual or practical activities. 
She advised the trainees to 
wisely use the practical skills 

imparted during the training.
“Be sincere, committed, 

trust in yourself, aim high and 
be the best you can be, if you 
look at yourself honestly you 
are carrying a goldmine within 
you” Patton said.

United Nations volunteer, 
District Youth coordinator, K 
Phyobemo Lotha, in his key-
note address informed that 

the session is one important 
core programme  of NYK, for 
enhancing the economic sta-
tus of educated unemployed 
and rural youth by making 
them learn specific trades 
and skilling them through 
professional trainers. He fur-
ther said trainees will also 
be taught on the process of 
entrepreneurial skills.
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NCF Pastors from across the country and other special invitees with Jubilee Committee Members at the 25th Jubilee celebrations in Hyderabad.

Advisor Imnatiba (standing at first row, third from left) along with officials, panellists and entrepreneurs during the Naga Entrepreneurs’ Meet 2018 at Kohima on August 24.

(Left) Eastern Mirror Desktop Publisher (DTP) Usha Kumari explaining the computer software being used and the art of designing newspaper page layout to the IT students of GHSS, Mon on Aug. 24. (Right) Sr. Sub-
Editor, Paudi Renta giving a tour of the newspaper printing press. 

Naga entrepreneurs should spearhead 
growth of state economy — Imnatiba

BJP using last remains 
of Vajpayee for petty 
political gains — NPCC 

Mon KVK conducts 
prog. on climate change 

Kohima police recovers stolen bike

NCF Hyderabad celebrates silver jubileeNPP youth forms 
NE coordination 
committee 

GHSS, Mon students enlightened on newspapers working system at Eastern Mirror  

STATE

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 24 (EMN): 
Challenging the Naga en-
trepreneurs, Imnatiba, 
advisor for Industries and 
Commerce said their aim 
should be to make their 
business spearhead the 
growth of the state econ-
omy and make sure that 
they bring change and 
take the economy to a new 
height.

Speaking at the Naga 
Entrepreneurs’ Meet 2018 
on Friday at SIRD confer-
ence hall as the special 
invitee and guest of hon-
our, Imnatiba was appre-
ciative on how the young 
Nagas are moving forward 
to build a better society in 
their chosen fields. 

He said Nagaland 
can be placed in a dis-
tinct place for economic 
growth.  He added that 
the state has great oppor-
tunities to create a viable 
eco-system for business 
owners and entrepreneurs 

to grow through innova-
tions and revolutionary 
thinking.

Challenging the young 
entrepreneurs to create a 
situation in the state that 
has never happened be-
fore,  Imnatiba said that 
they have the capacity and 
ability to come up with 
new ideas and initiatives 
to create a new economy 
for a new Nagaland.

Stating that Nagaland 
cannot always rely on cen-
tral government, Imnatiba 
challenged the entrepre-
neurs to bring change 
through their chosen fields 
and take their profession 
not just to earn their liveli-
hood, but as a calling to 
build the Naga society with 
a missionary zeal.

The chair of Youth-
Net Hekani Jakhalu, in 
her opening remarks, ob-
served that there hasn’t 
been much change and 
development in the econ-
omy of the state in the 

last 12 years. Therefore, 
he asserted that entre-
preneurship is the only 
way towards building the 
state’s economy.

However, she also 
noted that although to-
day’s young people are 
hard working and have 
the passion to learn and 
succeed, Jakhalu pointed 
out the one ‘stumbling 
block’, which according to 
her is the ‘eco-system of 
entrepreneurship’. 

Towards this end, she 
emphasised on the need 
for changes in policy mak-
ing so as to build a feasible 
robust entrepreneurship 
eco-system for entre-
preneurs to do business, 
thereby contributing to 
the economic growth of 
the state.

Also speaking at the 
programme, Comm. Secy.,  
Industries & Commerce, 
Lithrongla G. Chishi said 
that the Nagas have for 
too long expected the gov-

ernment to spoon feed 
them. She asserted that it 
is time for the young Na-
gas to break the barriers 
and revolutionalise things 
with innovative ideas.

Chishi also pointed 
out that the focus of the 
students should not be 
about getting a degree 
certificate but on acquir-
ing skills in order to build 
one’s future. Stating that 
Nagas have been blessed 
with so many resources, 
she maintained ‘we should 
know our strength and 
capitalise on it with crea-
tivity and innovative ideas’.

The inaugural session 
was followed by break-out 
session on ‘Market link-
age’ with Nengneithem 
Hengna, founder Runway 
Nagaland; Rohan Abra-
ham, co-founder, India 
Trail and Sonam Khulu, 
director, Branding & Op-
erations, Zatara Pvt. Ltd. 
as panellists.

Theja Meru, chairman, 

Dream Cafe and Rattle 
& Hum Society shared 
on entrepreneur’s jour-
ney while the various pro-
grammes and schemes for 
Nagaland enterprise was 
highlighted by representa-
tives from KVIC-PMEGP 
schemes, MSME, veteri-
nary & Animal Husbandry, 
Horticulture and Fishery & 
Aquatic Resources.

Besides, topics on ac-
cess to finance and brand-
ing and marketing were 
taken up with Shiroi Lily 
Shaiza, corporate manag-
er, Entrepreneurs Associ-
ate; Jianthai Kamei, NED-
Fi; Alobo Naga, director 
Musik-A; Joel Basumatari, 
propriety, Saucy Joe’s and 
Lichan Humtsoe, founder 
Ete Coffee as panellists.

The programme was 
organised jointly by the 
department of industries 
and commerce and Youth-
Net, which saw the attend-
ance of aspiring and exist-
ing entrepreneurs.

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): The Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee (NPCC) today said the im-
mersion of ashes belonging to former PM Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee in some select rivers across the 
country has been turned into a political circus by 
the BJP and more so by BJP Nagaland. 

In a press release, the NPCC media cell said the 
BJP’s sudden affection for the former PM after his 
demise is just a ploy to extract some cheap politi-
cal mileage, as the former PM was consigned into 
“political oblivion after 2004 election defeat and 
rendering his political thoughts and actions irrel-
evant through divisive agenda and hate politics”. 

“The last rites are performed by the family 
members for peace of the departed soul but PM 
Modi and the BJP have usurped the last remains 
of former PM Vajpayee and are using it for petty 
political gains,” the NPCC stated. 

Coming closer to home, the NPCC strongly 
ridiculed the activities of BJP Nagaland, particu-
larly its state president displaying eagerness to 
please their ‘communal masters’ by following and 
observing rituals that are alien to the Naga way of 
life and termed such activities as an insult to all 
right thinking Nagas.  

Saying that the Nagas have been struggling 
for the past seven decades to protect their unique 
history, the NPCC said that the ‘all out attempt by 
the state BJP to assimilate themselves into a new 
alien culture as dictated by their high command 
is a severe assault on the aspirations of the Nagas 
and their future’. 

 It said that respecting others belief and culture 
should not be at the cost of compromising ‘our 
very own belief and culture that forms the core 
foundation of our existence as individual and as 
tribe’. 

“The zealous conduct of the State BJP Presi-
dent in propagating the Hindutva culture of 
the RSS in the state which is even despised by 
majority of Hindus across the country therefore 
needs to be seriously condemned,” the release 
stated. 

Saying that the congress remains the only 
barrier against the onslaught of Hindutva forces 
in Nagaland, the NPCC appealed to the people 
from different walks of life to come forward and 
join hands together to prevail upon “the present 
situation of hopelessness created by elected lead-
ers who compromised everything for the love of 
power and money”. 

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): 
The Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra, Mon, Nagaland con-
ducted an intensive three-
day training programme 
on “climate change and 
disaster management” 
for  extension functionar-
ies/ in- Service personnel 
and civil societies at KVK 
Conference Hall, Aboi and 
Angphang village from Au-
gust 22 to 24, 2018.

 A press release issued 
from KVK, Mon (Aboi), 
informed that during the 
three-day programme, the 
resource persons were Dr. 
Manoj Sing Sachan, asst. 
chief technical officer (Ge-
netics and Plant Breeding) 

and Dr. Paihem Michui 
ACTO (Animal Science). 
The two resource persons 
delivered on various as-
pects in regard to climate 
change with special refer-
ence to modern agricul-
tural livestock practices 
such as resource conserva-
tion technologies, climate 
resilient crop varieties, 
disaster management, af-
forestation, multiple and 
integrated framing system, 
poultry production and 
disease management in 
livestock. 

 Altogether, 37 persons 
were benefitted through 
the programme, the re-
lease stated.

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): 
Naga Christian Fellowship 
Hyderabad celebrated its sil-
ver jubilee ‘Covenanted to 
Engage’ which was also at-
tended by the NCF pastors 
and representatives from 13 
cities across the country last 
week in Hyderabad city. 

A press release received 
here on Fri., while informing 
about the jubilee celebration, 
stated that the NCG Hydera-

bad, which started off as a 
small home gathering of a 
handful of Nagas way back 
in 1993, has now grown into 
a regular fellowship with over 
300 members in the city and 
many more alumni spread 
across the country. 

“The city today plays 
home not just to students but 
to a new category of the rising 
working professionals and 
young families,” the release 

stated. 
The release stated that 

the NCF Hyderabad, Pas-
tor, Zajamo Odyuo, speaking 
about the occasion said, “God 
is indeed faithful to keep and 
sustain the work He begins 
and it is humbling to even 
consider that God would have 
us - our little congregation 
and our little story, as a part of 
His glorious Kingdom project 
and His Big story in the grand 

scheme of things.” 
The Vice-president of 

UESI, L.T Jeyachandran was 
the speaker on the occasion 
while the secretary of Naga-
land Missions Movement, 
Rev. Andrew Semp launched 
the souvenir magazine. One 
of the founding members and 
the first chairman of the NCF 
Hyderabad, Rev. Dr. L.L Kikon 
graced and exhorted the fel-
lowship, the release stated.  

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): The Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP) youth 
wing has formed a North East Co-
ordination Committee (NECC) 
under National People’s Youth Front 
(NPYF). 

Informing this in a press re-
lease, the NPP State Youth Working 
President, Tovi Achumi said that a 
team of the ‘Nagaland State Youth 
officials’ participated in a meeting 
with other state youth officials from 
Meghalaya and Arunachal in Tura, 
Meghalaya on Aug. 18 which led to 
the formation of the NECC. 

The main objective for the for-
mation of the NECC, according 
to the release stated, “is for uni-
fication, better coordination and 
representation between the State 
Youth bodies of NPFY under North 
East states in general - with other 
national level bodies”. 

The state youth officials who 
represented the NPYF Nagaland 
were Tovi Achumi (State Youth 
working President), Jaser Meru 
(State Youth General Secretary), 
Imli Meren (State youth Secretary) 
and Yangori Sangtham (State youth 
Secretary). 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): 
As part of their academic 
curriculum, Govt. Higher 
Sec. School, Mon students 
who take up Information 
Technology, and Travel 
and Tourism as their vo-
cational subjects are on a 
two-day educational tour 
to Dimapur where they 
visited different important 
places to get first hand 
information to prepare for 
the project works.

 Altogether twenty-
eight students of Class XI 
and XII from the two de-
partments accompanied 
by two teachers arrived 
and visited important 
places like the stone gar-
den, Nagaland Zoological 
Park, the Dimapur Airport, 
Naithiu Resort and the 
Eastern Mirror office and 
the printing press. 

The inquisitive stu-
dents from the IT Dept of 
the GHSS, Mon, number-
ing eight of them,  were 
given an extensive tour of 

Strategy 
entrepreneurs  
can use
Branding and Marketing 

• Improving skill set and 
capacity building of entre-
preneurs 

• Value chain of bottling, 
packaging, pricing, and 
the entire output of the 
final product/service 

• Creating value and push 
from government for local 
brands

Access to finance 

•	 Entrepreneurship facilita-
tion cell (for dept of Indus-
tries) 

• Association of business, 
need to maintain com-
mon database to identify 
and track defaulters. 

•	 Bank need to introduce 
fast tracking of micro 
loans, standardization of 
documents. 

•	 Ease and reduce time of 
processing contract, fi-
nancing loans etc

•	 Start-up policy for Naga-
land 

Market linkage 

• Improve road connectivity 
•	 Create better system of 

motivation towards a 
healthy work culture. 

•	 Better Internet connectiv-
ity 

•	 Create MoU with under-
ground factions - do not 
tax new entrepreneurs for 
first 3 years 

•	 More regular electricity. 
(Electrification to more 
rural areas) 

the newsroom and print-
ing press and also inter-
acted with the reporters 
and the editorial team. 

Eastern Mirror’s Associ-
ate Editor,  Raymond Rona-
mai and Sr. Sub-Editor, 
Paudi Renta enlightened 
the students about the 

working system of a news-
paper — the establish-
ment, the different sections 
and challenges of working 
in a newspaper etc. 

G H S S ,  Mo n  A s s t . 
teacher, Nginya Konyak, 
who is one the teachers 
leading the students, said 

that this is the first time 
that the school is taking 
the students to Dimapur 
for their project work. In 
previous years, the school 
took the students to differ-
ent places within Mon dis-
trict, she said. Nonetheless, 
Konyak said that such tour 

is an integral part of the 
syllabus and the students 
would be given marks ac-
cording to how they pre-
pare their project works. 

Leya, a Class XII stu-
dent, spoke about her ex-
periences during this tour. 

“We are very excited 

and it’s a great learning 
experience for us,” said the 
Class XII student. On be-
ing asked to elaborate on 
the word ‘learning’, Leya 
said, “We are meeting new 
people, seeing new places, 
interacting new people 
and getting a lot of infor-

mation.” 
Her classmate, Aiwang 

Konyak said that it was 
the first time that he en-
tered into a newsroom 
and interact with real time 
professional journalists 
and get a first hand infor-
mation about the working 

system and the challenges 
of being a journalist. 

“We have learnt a lot 
this evening,” said the 
young student, Aiwang 
Konyak, “We were enlight-
ened by the editors (Ron-
amai and Renta) about 
the working system of a 
newspa per, the difference 
between a reporter and 
a journalist, the different 
challenges of publishing a 
newspaper etc.” 

The students were 
also enlightened about 
the different sections in 
a newspaper establish-
ment especially in a major 
newspaper like Eastern 
Mirror - the management, 
the Editorial team led by 
the Editor, the sub-editors, 
reporters; the advertise-
ment section, the printing 
section, the circulation 
section etc. 

It is said that the Govt. 
Hr Sec. School, Mon has 
classes from Standard VII-
VIII and has more than 
1,500 students. 

Dimapur, Aug. 24 (EMN): 
The Kohima Police has re-
covered a Royal Enfield bike 
bearing registration number 
NL 02-6124 on Friday.

According to a press 
note from the additional Su-
perintendent of Police and 
the PRO, the vehicle was re-
ported stolen from Mezhur 
Higher Secondary School 

area in Kohima. The vehicle 
was intercepted by Kohima 
Police from Peducha police 
check gate in the early hours 
of Aug. 24 Friday.

 Two persons were ar-
rested in the connection. 
They were identified as 
Pushe Pang (26 yrs) and 
Yuhson (28 yrs) both from 
Tuensang district.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 24 (EMN): A congress 
MLA in Manipur was produced before 
the court of Special Judge, National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) in Imphal 
on Friday in connection with an in-
vestigation into the missing of arms 
and ammunition from the armory of 
Director General of Police (DGP) pool, 
sources said.

The court later remanded MLA 
Yamthong Haokip for 15 days in the 
judicial custody, it added. Recently 
MLA Yamthong who represents Saikul 
assembly constituency in Kangpokpi 
district was flown to a Delhi hospital 
for treatment.

The NIA has been probing the case 
relating to the of missing of 56 pistols 
along with 58 magazines from the ar-
mory of DGP pool located within the 
premises of second battalion Manipur 
Rifles in Imphal. The said weapons 
went missing between 2016 and early 
2017.

On July 30, 2018, NIA had raided 
the residence of MLA Yamthong at 
Mantripukhuri in Imphal East district 
and recovered one of the missing pistols.

Itanagar, Aug. 24 (PTI): The 
Arunachal Pradesh Cabinet 
Committee on Infrastruc-
ture (CCI), under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu, has cleared 
projects worth more than 
INR 700 crore, an official 
statement said.

In a discussion on in-
frastructural needs across 
the state yesterday, the CCI 
approved among others the 
proposal of constructing a 
‘Directorate Complex, Itan-
agar’ to house all directo-
rates under one campus to 
increase efficiency, ensure 
security of government em-
ployees and reduce unwar-
ranted expenditure.

It also decided to allo-
cate fund for creation of 
basic infrastructure for the 
newly created districts in 
the next budget.

The committee has de-
cided to restrict the con-
tingency charges of project 
cost from the existing 3 per 
cent to maximum 1.5 per 
cent.

The CCI also decided 
that to have a uniform sys-
tem for revision of project 
costs, all  departments 
would submit such propos-
als to the planning depart-
ment which would get it 
vetted by a committee of 
chief engineers constituted 
by the government.

The CCI has also di-
rected the Public Works 
Department to prepare a 
comprehensive road map 
for connecting all the urban 
centres and administra-
tive headquarters to ensure 
that roads are constructed 
for optimum utilisation of 
resources.

The cabinet committee 
took serious note of the 
fact that a major chunk of 
governments resources are 
going for construction of 
retaining wall, protection of 
wall and boundary wall. The 
resources otherwise could 
be utilised in other critical 
infrastructure like schools, 
health centres, colleges, 
water supply and electricity.

Accordingly, the com-
mittee decided that all the 
departments concerned 
must ensure that fund al-
located to them should be 
utilised for their core activi-
ties only, the statement said.

The CCI consist  of 
among others Deputy Chief 
Minister Chowna Mein, 
who is also the minister in 
charge of Planning, Finance 
and PWD and the chief sec-
retary.

Agartala, Aug. 24 (IANS): The 
CPI-M politburo member Pra-
kash Karat on Friday asked the 
Indian government to refrain 
from “false prestige” and allow 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
donate INR 700 crore for flood-
hit Keral.

“The UAE has decided to 
give INR 700 crore for the relief of 
flood-ravaged Kerala people, but 
the Indian government without 
consulting the state government 
declined to accept the dona-
tion,” The Communist Party of 
India-Marxist leader said.

Terming the Government 
of India’s decision as “uncalled 
for”, he said that when a foreign 
government on its own is keen 
to provide help to the people af-
fected by the devastated natural 
calamity, “central government 
should not stand on the false 
prestige.” “Kerala needs huge 
funds to deal with the massive 
devastation due to the colossal 
floods across the state. Central 
government must allow the UAE 
to release the amount,” he added.

Karat, a former General 
Secretary of the country’s big-
gest Left party CPI-M, said that 
thousands of Indians, 80 per 
cent of them from Kerala, have 
been working in the UAE.

“The Indian workers are 
engaged in many developmen-
tal works in UAE. Responding 
to the contributions of Indian 
workers, the UAE government 
wanted to donate the funds for 
the relief.”

The CPI-M leader along 
with party General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury came to The 
Tripura capital on Thursday to 
attend the party’s two-day state 
committee meeting, which dis-
cussed various issues including 
“ongoing political violence in 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
ruled state”.

Accusing the Modi govern-
ment for its “misgovernance on 
the economic front”, Karat said 
that farmers, dalits and unem-
ployed people are the victims of 
the BJP-led NDA government.

“Sexual attacks on the mi-

nor girls are rampant in many 
BJP ruled states. Mob lynching 
in the name of cow slaughter, 
beef eating and child lifting 
have been going on. Despite 
Supreme Court’s strong obser-
vations against the crime, mob 
lynching is going on in many 
parts of the country,” he said.

The CPI-M leader said that 
the BJP-RSS leaders and cadres 
are continuously campaign-
ing against the minorities and 
dalits creating a serious fear 
and hatred situation across the 
country.

He said that over two lakh 
farmers and workers would as-
semble in Delhi on September 5 
to press for their demands, which 
include providing better wages, 
more jobs, better prices for farm 
produce, end to privatisation and 
changes in labour laws, ending 
the contract labour system.

“The Mazdoor Kisan Sang-
harsh Rally’ would mark a new 
stage in the struggle of working 
people of India for a better life 
and just future,” Karat added.

King Bir Bikram Kishore Debbarma Manikya 
Bahadur. (wikipedia)

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1919SUD0KU 1759
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1918

ACROSS
1. Russian Soviet Federative 

Socialist Republic
6. Rich soil of clay and sand
10. Found on most beaches
14. Select group or class
15. Native of Peru
16. Jacob’s brother (Bible)
17. Unclothed people
18. Expresses disapproval
19. Stringed instrument
20. Syrups
22. Vapors
24. Gaelic for “Ocean”
25. “I Dream of _______”
26. Not the greater
29. Spirit
30. Every single one
31. Frozen continent
37. Make use of
39. 007 creator ___ Fleming
40. Inventor of the oral polio 

vaccine
41. Bewildering
44. Actress ____ Hayworth
45. Chopped
46. Remarks made by an actor to 

an audience
48. Goddess of the moon (Greek 

mythology)
52. King of Norway
53. German for “Publisher”
54. Medieval horse armor
58. Children’s author ____ Blyton
59. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
61. Unidirectional semiconductor
62. Babylonian god of wisdom
63. A Hindu caste
64. Large Asian country
65. Observed
66. Kind or likeness
67. Representative
DOWN
1. Lease payment
2. Disparage
3. “Bona ____” = in good faith
4. Passenger liner

5. Save or set free
6. Metric unit of volume
7. Burden or responsibility
8. Portray
9. Person who provides 

massages
10. 7
11. Pertaining to the largest 

continent
12. Mother-in-law of Ruth 

(Bible)
13. Coarse edible red seaweed
21. Italian currency
23. Body powders

25. Metropolitan Opera singer 
_____ Grillo (1936-1999)

26. Jump
27. Underside of a projecting 

roof
28. Left by a wound
29. Sedate
32. Refuses
33. Applying charges or duties
34. In the same book or passage
35. Quote
36. Collections of anecdotes
38. Andean ruminant
42. Urgent

43. Celebration
47. Spanish for “Watermelon”
48. Plants of the genus Geum
49. Actress _____ Zellweger
50. Clan
51. Lord Chancellor of England 

1801-1827, John Scott 
_____

52. Airport in Chicago
54. Trim
55. Carried on a vehicle
56. Norse god
57. Tidy
60. Not professionally qualified

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1758

Three killed, one 
injured in road 
accident in Imphal

MLA produced 
before court

Imphal, Aug. 24 (IANS): 
Sleuths of National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) on 
Thursday night recovered 
nine 9mm pistols from 
the residence of P. Haokip, 
the ‘commander-in-chief’ 
of the United Kuki Libera-
tion Front, a signatory to 
the peace pact with the 
Centre. The UKLF is an 
insurgent outfit in Manipur 
whose members came 
overground after signing 
Suspension of Operations 
pact with the Centre and 
Manipur government. 
Though there have been 
no talks so far, the outfit’s 
leaders are allowed to re-
main overground.

Official sources said 
that soon after the installa-
tion of the BJP-led govern-

ment in Manipur in 2017, 
the government found 
that 56 9mm pistols and 58 
magazines were missing 
from the 2 Manipur Rifles’ 
battalion in Imphal.

Chief Minister N. Biren, 
who also holds the Home 
portfolio said, “We had 
decided to hand over the 
case to the NIA since the 
matter concerns national 
security”.

Off ic ia ls  said  NIA 
sleuths have so far recov-
ered 14 pistols which are 
part of the missing 56 hand 
guns.

As part of the investiga-
tion, the NIA sleuths raided 
the houses of the UKLF 
chief located at Mantri 
Pukhri in Imphal and Pal-
lel in Chandel district.

NIA recovers 14 stolen 
service hand guns in Manipur

Arunachal CCI clears projects worth over INR 700 cr.

Shun false prestige, allow UAE 
to donate for Kerala — Karat

Shillong, Aug. 24 (PTI): Fish traders to-
day resumed full-scale business across 
Meghalaya, a day after a 30-day ban 
on fish import was lifted by the state 
government.

The food safety authorities had 
enforced a ban on sale, storage and 
distribution of fish from Assam, And-
hra Pradesh and West Bengal follow-
ing detection of formalin in imported 
samples.

Formalin, a toxic solution of for-
maldehyde, is chiefly used to preserve 
biological specimens.

The prohibition was initially im-
posed for 15 days on July 23, but was 
later extended till August 22 in view of 
the “fear psychosis” among the con-
sumers, Food Safety Deputy Commis-
sioner S N Sangma told PTI.

“The government has decided 
not to extend the ban any longer but 
would keep a close eye on the quality 
of products being sold to the consum-
ers,” Sangma said.

Of the 92 samples tested at a As-
sam-based laboratory before July 23, 
12 tested positive for formalin, Food 
Safety Commissioner P W Ingty said.

“The government will take a strict-
er call on the matter in case of fresh 
detection of unsafe chemicals in fish 
in the days to come,” he said.

Welcoming the state government’s 
decision to lift the ban, Khasi Jaintia 
Wholesaler and Retailer Association 
(KJFWRA) president Mitchel Wankhar 
said they would abide by the strictures 
of food safety authorities.

“We do not want to put the health 
of fish-eaters at risk. All traders here 
have decided to go by the strictures of 
the food safety authorities,” Wankhar 
said.

Meghalaya Fisheries Minister Co-
mingone Ymbon had earlier said that 
the state imports about 21,000 MT fish, 
mostly from Andhra Pradesh, West 
Bengal and Assam.

“The state produces about 12,330 
MT during fiscal 2016-17, while the 
total requirement stands at 33,000 MT 
annually,” he had said.

Fish traders back in 
business as M’laya 
lifts import ban Tura, Aug. 24 (PTI): The family 

members of an Indian national 
lodged in police custody in 
Bangladesh after being alleg-
edly abducted and taken there 
have sought Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s help in bring-
ing him back. 

Phalgun Arengh (66) was 
abducted from a Meghalaya 
village and was stuck in the 
neighbouring country for over 
three months now, a police of-
ficial said.

Confirming the presence of 
the man in Bangladesh, West 
Garo Hills SP MGR Kumar 
said since the matter involved 
a foreign country, the BSF, the 
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and 
the IG, Special Branch, were 
being consulted.

“We are hoping for a so-
lution to the matter soon,” 

Kumar said.
Arengh, a resident of Hati-

mara village in West Garo Hills, 
had been abducted by Bang-
ladeshi miscreants from his 
residence on May 24, he said.

Subsequently, an FIR was 
lodged by his wife, Ponji K 
Sangma, at the Purakhasia 
Outpost in this matter. The 
Achik Indigenous Justice Ini-
tiative Forum (AIJIF), a social 
organisation, which visited 
Arengh’s family, has recently 
sought help from the prime 
minister in getting the man 
back home.

“We want to bring to your 
notice that an innocent man, 
an Indian citizen, was vic-
timised by criminals from 
Bangladesh and is still facing 
immense hardship and pain 
for the past three months,” 

Alex K Sangma, AIJIF director, 
said in a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Modi.

Arengh was able to escape 
his captors on June 2 and had 
reached Christianpara area in 
Bangladesh, he claimed.

“He was helped by villagers 
of Christianpara and handed 
over to the Bangladesh police 
in a very poor physical condi-
tion. He is in custody of the 
Sribordi Police Station in Sher-
pur district of Bangladesh,” 
Sangma said.

Arengh’s family is currently 
in Bangladesh trying to bring 
him back.

Coordinator of the NGO, 
Chenang G Momin, said, “It 
becomes an imperative re-
sponsibility of the Indian gov-
ernment to intervene in the 
matter and bring him back.

Family seeks PM’s help in bringing back 
abducted man stuck in Bangladesh

Agartala, Aug. 24 (PTI): Tripura Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb has written 
a Hindi biography of the states erstwhile 
King Bir Bikram Kishore Debbarma 
Manikya Bahadur, which will be pub-
lished soon, an official said today.

The book was scheduled to be re-
leased by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Party chief Amit Shah at the National 
executive of the party in New Delhi on 
August 19, but it was postponed, the 
chief ministers Media Advisor Sanjoy 
Mishra told PTI.

“Now we are looking for a suitable 
date from the prime minister and other 
dignitaries for launching the book,” 
Mishra said.

August 19, 2018 was the 110th birth 
anniversary of the King who is known 
as the architect of modern Tripura and a 
respected figure in the state.

Deb released a gold coin on his 110th 
birth anniversary.

The King died in 1947, two years 
before Tripura merged with the Indian 
Union on October 15, 1949.

The book is about the good govern-
ance provided by the King and how he 

ruled the state and led to its develop-
ment and prosperity, Mishra said.

It also mentioned about the relation 
of the princely state with the then British 
rulers.

The book also tells about how the 
King became the face of the North-East, 
his foreign tours and his vision about the 
region, Mishra added.

The book’s Bengali version is being 
translated. The BJP made a poll pledge 
that it would name the Agartala airport 
after the name of the King after it came 
to power in the state.

The King first built the airport in 
1942, which is now the second busiest 
airport after Guwahati in the north east-
ern region.

On recommendation of the Tripura 
government, the union cabinet has 
recently decided to name the airport 
after him.

The Tripura kings were the rulers in 
hill Tripura and at the same time were 
also the land lords (Zamindars) in parts 
of the then East Bengal.

The Manikya kings had offered in-
centives to his Bengali subjects to settle 

down in Tripura for agricultural use of 
wetlands.

Bir Bikram reserved almost two third 
of the state territory for the aboriginal 
tribes of the state in 1939, which was the 
precursor to the present Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous District Council 
(TTAADC), the home to the tribals, 
who constitute one third of the state 
population.

Tripura King’s biography written by CM to be released soon

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 24 (EMN): 
Three persons were killed 
while one sustained seri-
ous injury in a road acci-
dent at Changangei area 
in the outskirt of Imphal 
city, late Thursday night, 
sources said.

The incident took 
place when a santro car 
(MN05J 0669) coming 
from Imphal side toward 
Changangeri hit a cement 
laden truck (MN05C 5191) 
stationed at Changangei 
Makha Leikai area in the 
outskirt of Imphal along 
the Tiddim road around 
10:30 pm, sources said. 

Three male occupants 
of the car died on way to 
the hospital while the in-

jured person is undergo-
ing treatment at the RIMS 
hospital.

The three deceased 
p e r s o n s  h a v e  b e e n 
identified as Thochom 
Premjit (29), Kangabam 
Bobby (23) both from 
Changangei Uchekon 
locality and S Rakesh 
(30) of Mayang Imphal. 
The injured person has 
been identified as one 
Laishram Santosh (27) of 
Bishnupur ward number 
1. Lamphel police sta-
tion has taken up a case 
in connection with the 
incident.

According to official 
sources available here, 
around 139 persons lost 
their lives in road acci-

dents in Manipur from 
2013 to 2017.

Meanwhile Assam 
Rifles provided neces-
sary treatment to an in-
dividual who sustained 
injury in the forehead, 
right hand, and left leg 
after his Kenbo bike lost 
control and toppled over 
the road while travelling 
from Tengnoupal (area) 
to Tengnoupal Police Sta-
tion on Thursday evening 
around 8:30 pm, accord-
ing to a release. Hoojalal 
(24) was brought to Unit 
Hospital of Tengnoupal 
Battalion for treatment 
immediately and he was 
referred to RIMS hospital 
in Imphal subsequently, 
it added. 
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Samsung launches Galaxy A8 Star in India

Students protest influx....

Trade-war fears halt equity indices’ 
record run; banking stocks fall

NRL posts highest-ever turnover 
of INR 15,923 cr. in FY’18

Mumbai, Aug. 24 (IANS): Trade-war 
concerns and the resultant weak 
global sentiments subdued the key 
Indian equity indices on Friday, 
halting the recent record run.

Of late, the Indian equity market 
has been hovering around record 
levels, and on Thursday both the 
key indices of S&P BSE Sensex and 
the NSE Nifty50 had touched their 
respective all-time intra-day and 
closing highs. On Friday, however, 
sentiments in both the domestic 
and global markets were subdued as 
China and the US could not achieve 
a major breakthrough in their latest 
round of talks. Rather, the trade war 
escalated on Thursday as both the 
countries enforced 25 per cent tar-
iffs on each other’s goods worth $16 
billion. 

Index-wise, the wider Nifty50 on 
the National Stock Exchange closed 
at 11,557.10 points, down by 25.65 
points or 0.22 per cent from its pre-

vious close of 11,582.75 points.
The benchmark BSE Sensex, 

which had opened at 38,366.79 
points, closed at 38,251.80 points, 
lower by 84.96 points or 0.22 per cent 
from its previous close of 38,336.76 
points. It touched an intra-day low 
of 38,172.77 points.

In the broader markets, the S&P 
BSE Mid-cap declined by 0.26 per 
cent and the S&P BSE small-cap 
ended 0.34 per cent lower than its 
previous close. The BSE market 
breadth was bearish with 1,569 de-
clines and 1,140 advances.

“Sentiments turned sour after it 
became evident that there will be no 
major progress with respect to the 
ongoing trade conflict between Chi-
na and the US,” said Abhijeet Dey, 
Senior Fund Manager for Equities 
at BNP Paribas Mutual Fund. On 
the currency front, the Indian rupee 
opened on a weak note but recoverd 
to settle at 69.91 per dollar, 21 paise 

stronger than its previous close of 
70.12 per dollar.

Investment-wise, provisional 
data with exchanges showed that 
foreign institutional investors sold 
scrips worth Rs 75.78 crore whereas 
domestic institutional investors 
purchased stocks worth Rs 904.75 
crore.

Sector-wise, the S&P BSE metal 
index rose 249.30 points, the oil 
and gas index 63.98 points and the 
healthcare index 55 points. In con-
trast, the S&P BSE banking index de-
clined 254.91 points, the consumer 
durable index fell 172.66 points and 
auto index ended 112.52 points low-
er from its previous close. The top 
gainers on the Sensex were Vedanta, 
up 4.26 per cent at Rs 223.95; ONGC, 
up 1.83 per cent at Rs 174.90; Axis 
Bank, up 1.23 at Rs 639.60; Wipro, up 
0.97 per cent at Rs 292.30; and Ma-
hindra and Mahindra, up 0.74 per 
cent at Rs 968.80 per share. 

“He had the audacity to 
come to my (office) 
chamber to ask me to 

write a letter to release an ILP de-
faulter, an illegal immigrant! Today, 
let’s make it very clear to the Naga 
political groups that our Naga po-
litical issue, the Naga political cause, 
the aspiration- is very sacred and 
close to our hearts. As much as you 
are sacrificing, we the students are 
sacrificing more than that and we 
will not, under any circumstances, 
allow illegal immigrants or people 
with questionable identities to go 
around in the name of our Naga 
political issue. The political groups 
should also be very clear on this 
stand. We will not allow outsiders or 
people with questionable identities 
to roam around and threaten people 
in the name of the Naga cause,” Ltu 
stated.

Also delivering a speech at the 
rally, Neichüte Doulo of the Entre-
preneurs Associates, who is also a 
member of the NSF’s ILP commit-
tee, said the problem of illegal immi-
grants was not limited to Nagaland 
alone, but one that plagued the sov-
ereign rights of nations worldwide 
and its menace has brought turmoil 
and terror to countries which were 
once peaceful. 

“Our fight against Illegal Immi-
gration is a common fight,” he said, 
pointing that the dangerous prob-
lem of Illegal immigrants issue does 
not rest with the government alone 
but the responsibility of the citi-
zens as well. While the government 

needed to strictly enforce rules, 
citizens’ vigilance against cheap in-
flow of labour brought in by illegal 
immigrants, the latter’s willingness 
to pay exorbitant rent for commer-
cial and residential sites, the plump 
easy protection money paid to lo-
cal goons and their willingness to 
practice price discrimination in the 
market place etc. was also required, 
Doulo stated. He said these were 
only few of the tactics practised by 
illegal immigrants in settling in ‘our 
native land’. 

Doulo candidly stated that al-
most everyone was responsible in 
making illegal immigrants grow in 
Nagaland. 

“As long as we buy from illegal 
immigrants, we are their patrons. As 
long as you give your land to them to 
cultivate, you fan their population 
growth. As long as you hire them for 
cheap labour, you give them live-
lihoods. As long as you hire them 
to drive cars and construct your 
houses, you promote their employ-
ment. All these are not government 
actions. They are the actions of ordi-
nary citizens,” he said.

He felt that as long as Naga youth 
look only at government jobs and 
shun business and farms, illegal im-
migrants will flourish, not just from 
Bangladesh but tomorrow, it could 
be from China, Pakistan, etc. 

“The youth must become entre-
preneurial, not just to become rich 
and successful, but to secure the fu-
ture of our people. Being cocooned 
within the government job is rapidly 

leading to the loss of control over 
economic resources into the hands 
of illegal immigrants and non locals. 
If we have been part of the problem, 
then we are definitely part of the 
solution. Let us all resolve to buy 
from shops run by our local people, 
let us hire our locals, let us give our 
buildings and commercial sites to 
our own people so that they can run 
successful enterprises,” Doulo said 
while also appealing to the youth to 
begin within their family. 

“Look around us. Individuals, 
Contractors and Churches engage 
Illegal Immigrants for construction 
works to save cost, oblivious to the 
threat of unprecedented influx of 
illegal immigrants and the fact that 
we are co participants in breaking 
the law for harbouring illegal immi-
grants. 

Our churches seem to be the 
biggest employer of illegal immi-
grants, engaging them endlessly for 
the church construction works. The 
church must become alive to this 
dangerous threat,” he added.

The entrepreneur felt that the 
NSF must seriously ponder on the 
tasks at hand and work hand in 
hand with the state government in 
reframing the landscape of ILP to the 
entire district of Dimapur and tackle 
the illegal immigrant issue with an 
iron hand to secure our future. 

Stating that the issue cannot be 
tackled with emotive and reactive 
strategies, Doulo advocated for a 
calm, calculative and determined 
approach to curb it.

BUSINESS

Guwahati, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
Public sector Numaligarh 
Refinery Limited (NRL) 
today said it has recorded 
the highest-ever turno-
ver of INR 15,923 crore, a 
growth of 14 per cent, de-
spite lower profits of INR 
2,042 crore during 2017-
18.

At the 25th Annual 
General Meeting here, 
Chairman D Rajkumar 
said the company re-
corded the highest-ever 
revenue from operations 
at INR 15,923 crore dur-
ing 2017-18, registering a 
growth of 14.17 per cent 
over the previous year.

Rajkumar is also the 
Managing Director of 
Bharat Petroleum Corpo-
ration Limited (BPCL).

The Gross Refining 
Margin (GRM) at US Dol-
lar 11.43 per barrel contin-
ued to be one of the best 
in the industry, Rajkumar 

said.
Earnings per share 

(EPS) for the year stood at 
INR 27.79. The company 
has declared a dividend 
of INR 18.50 per share for 
2017-18.

The company’s profit 
after tax for the year was 
however, marginally lower 
at INR 2,042 crore as com-
pared to the prenious year, 
Rajkumar said.

NRL’s contribution 
to the Central and State 
exchequers in the form 
of taxes, duties and divi-
dends during the year has 
been the highest-ever at 
INR 4,672 crore, he said.

The refinery processed 
2,809 TMT of crude oil 
during 2017-18 achieving 
a capacity utilisation of 93 
per cent, he said.

NRL recorded highest-
ever sales volume of 2,912 
TMT during the year, sur-
passing the previous high 

of 2,728 TMT in 2011-12.
He said NRL’s share of 

the domestic wax market 
climbed up to 45 per cent.

On exports, Gas oil 
(Diesel) amounting to 25 
TMT was sent to Bangla-
desh Petroleum Corpora-
tion at Parbatipur from the 
company’s terminal at Sil-
iguri in West Bengal.

“Accelerated by the 
continued efforts and 
commitment of its em-
ployees and unwavering 
support of all stakehold-
ers, I assure you that NRL 
will continue to perform 
par excellence and deliver 
results beyond expecta-
tion,” Rajkumar said.

He said the company 
is planning refinery ex-
pansion from 3 MMTPA 
to 9 MMTPA as part of the 
ambitious ‘Hydrocarbon 
Vision 2030 for the North 
East’ which is under ac-
tive consideration by the 

Centre.
Plans for implement-

ing the first-of-its-kind Bio 
Refinery with bamboo as 
feedstock have also taken 
a definite shape. A Joint 
Venture (JV) company -- 
Assam Bio-Refinery Pvt. 
Ltd. -- has been incorpo-
rated in June 2018 with 
equity participation from 
NRL, Fortum 3BV, Nether-
lands and Chempolis Oy, 
Finland, he said.

Another JV company 
-- Indradhanush Gas Grid 
Limited -- was incorporat-
ed this month with equal 
participation of NRL, 
IOCL, ONGC, OIL, and 
GAIL for implementation 
of the North-East Natural 
Gas Grid Pipeline, he said.

The ambitious project 
will connect all Northeast-
ern states to the National 
Gas Grid through Barauni-
Guwahati Gas Pipeline be-
ing laid by GAIL, he said.

DECLARATION 
Regd.No.1619/2018  Date: 24.08.2018

I, Y.Tokhuvi Shohe, S/o Yezhevi Shohe, R/o Power House Colony, Burma Camp, 
Dimapur, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under:-
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a resident of the above mentioned address.
2. That in my daughter Miss. Nilotoli T. Shohe, Academic records, my name has 
been entered/recorded as Tokhuvi Shohe, whereas in her other documents, and my 
official documents, my name has been recorded as Y. Tokhuvi Shohe.
3. That ‘Y’ stands for ‘Yezhevi’ which is my father’s initial name.
4. That the name Y. Tokhuvi Shohe, and Tokhuvi Shohe, refers to one-and same 
person, i.e. me.
5. That henceforth my name shall be used as Y.Tokhuvi Shohe, in my daughter 
academic documents, and for all official purposes.

VERIFICATION
I, hereby verify that the content made in paras 1 to 5 are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and beliefs and nothing material is concealed therein.
Identified by:

DEPONENT
(C. Jacob Kikon)
Advocate
Solemnly sworn and signed by the deponent before me on this 24th day of August 
2018
Vikucha
NOTARY PUBLIC D-5888

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND
Dated Dimapur the 23rd August 2018

NOTICE
NO-REV-67/DFM/17-D/3964-65      / Notice  is hereby given that 
Shri Alikha Rengma S/o Kheleppu Rengma resident of Dimapur, 
has applied for Duplicate land Patta, Duplicate Gift Deed & Duplicate 
Final Mutation covered by Patta No.45, Dag No.113, measuring an 
area 00B-01K-04Ls, situated at Block No.10, Mouza No.02.
The said land is bounded as under:-
North: National Highway road, South: A.K Kikon
West: Ghokto Sema, East: A. Zhimomi
Therefore, any claims/objection concerning to the said land may be 
submitted to this office in writing on or before 23.9.18.

Sd/- (SUSHIL KUMAR PATEL) IAS
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5887

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA
Dated, Kohima the 24th Aug’ 2018

PRESS RELEASE
No. ED/HT/GHI-DMA/2012-13/57/6/  In continuation to 
the advertisement No. ED/HT/GHI-DMA/2012-13/ 57/ Dated, 
Kohima the 12th June’ 2018, still 30 (Thirty) Seats are not 
filled up to undergo Hindi Training Diploma/Praveen Course 
at Government Hindi Institute (GHI), Dimapur in first year. 
Interested eligible candidates may apply immediately at GHI 
Dimapur within 29th August 2018. 

Eligibility. 
1. Candidate must be (10+2) P.U. Passed from any recognized 

Board (with Hindi as one of the subject or Kovid, Visharad, etc.). 
2. Photo copies of Educational qualification; HSLC, HSSLC 

Admit Card, Mark Sheet (including Kovid, Visharad, etc.), 
Indigenous Certificate and Schedule Tribe Certificate dully 
attested by gazetted Officers along with Three (3) copies of 
passport size photographs should be submitted along with 
application form. 

Application forms can be obtained from the office of the 
Principal Government Hindi Institute, Oriental colony, Dimapur. 
Original documents must produce during the admission at the 
institute. Eligible candidates can get admission on the same day. 

Sd/-
WONTHUNGO TSOPOE 

DIRECTORKG-2754

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I                   Dated Kohima, the 9th Aug, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. A. KAINI TSUKRU W/o LT. VITSONEI TSUKRU, Pensioner 
resident of Khuzama Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension P.O No.M/S/NL/25356 of 
Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.501910110000870 Bank of India, 
Kohima Branch, SBI Main Branch, Kohima, A/C No.30223429647 & U.C.O Bank, 
Kohima, A/C No.08990110071670. Who expired on 12.12.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2757

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II                Dated Kohima, the 23rd Aug, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. KITOLI W/o LT. M. YAOLAI, Compositor, Deptt. of Printing 
& Stationery, Nagaland, Kohima resident of Upper Agri Colony, Kohima has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late husband- 
Leave Encashment, GIS & NPS. Bank A/C No. 20077189872 SBI Bazar Branch, 
Kohima. LIC Policy No.70000003903 SBI Life Rinn Raksha Plan. Who expired 
on 26.09.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2758

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

NAGALAND STATE RURAL LIVELIHOODS MISSION
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

NO.NSRLM/SMMU/INT-BLOCK/2018-3       Dated Kohima, the 24th August 2018

NOTIFICATION
In pursuance of this office Notification NO.NSRLM/SMMU/INT-BLOCK/2018 dated 5th 
July 2018 and Advertisement NO.NSRLM/SMMU/ADVT/2012-13 dated Kohima, the 
6th July 2018, the Personal Interview for the Post of Area Coordinators and Accountant 
Cum Data Entry Operator, is rescheduled to be conducted on 28th & 29th August 2018 
and the Interview for the Post of Area Coordinators (Livelihoods) is scheduled to be 
conducted on 30th & 31st August 2018

Date of Interview Name of the Post District

28th August 2018 Area Coordinator Zunheboto, Wokha, Mokokchung, Phek, 
Dimapur and  Kohima

29th August 2018 Area Coordinator Kiphire and Mon

Accountant Cum Data Entry 
Operator

All shortlisted Candidates

30th August 2018 Area Coordinator 
(Livelihoods)

Kiphire, Longleng, Zunheboto Dimapur 
and Kohima,

31st August 2018 Area Coordinator 
(Livelihoods)

Mon, Mokokchung, Wokha and Phek

Sd/-
(ATHEL O. LOTHA) 

Addl. Secretary, RD & Mission Director, NRLM
Nagaland: Kohima

Time : 9:30 AM onwards (The interview sequencewill be as per the above mentioned 
District)
Venue : Mission Director’s Office Chamber, MGNREGA & NRLM Building, 1st  Floor
Note: The candidates must bring their Admit Card issued by the Mission and their 
academic documents/certificates in original on the day of interview.

KG-2755

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

Dated Kohima, the 24th August, 2018 
CORRIGENDUM

NO.NPSC/ADVT/NON-TECH/1-2010: Reference to the 
Commission’s Advertisement NO.NPSC-2/2017 Dated 5-8-2017, 
Addendum dated 20-9-2017 & 5-3-2018, corrigendum is made as 
mentioned below:-
Item No.10:  3 (Three) Posts of Research Assistant (Class-III Non-
Gazetted) under Art & Culture Department has been upgraded and 
re-designated and may now be read as Assistant Research Officer 
(Class-II Gazetted) in the Pay Band of Rs.9300-34800 with Grade 
Pay of Rs. 4400 and not as mentioned earlier vide Department’s 
Notification NO.AC/ESTT/3/2013 dated 20-4-2017 and letter no. 
AC/ESTT-4/2016 dt. 03/07/18. 
Other terms and conditions of the Advertisement remains the same. 

Sd/-KHRUPI SOTHU 
Secretary, 

Nagaland Public Service Commission 
Kohima KG-2756

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE

TUENSANG   : :  NAGALAND

To,
 Name : NCE T. Among Yimchunger
 S/O. : Lt. Tomusu Yimchunger
 Village : Pokphur
 P.O./P.S. : Kiphire
 Dist. : Tuensang
 State : Nagaland.

SHOW CAUSE  NOTICE

Whereas, 3 (three) calling notice have been issued 
consecutively vide order No. 
(1) NO.DEF/TSG/RO-27/2018-19/898 dated 01-06-2018 
(2) NO.DEF/TSG/RO-27/2018-19/1112 dated 19-06-2018 
(3) NO.DEF/TSG/RO-27/2018-19/1891 dated 13-08-2018, 

however you have failed to respond to them. 
Therefore, the undersigned propose to impose 

penalty of dismissal/termination/removal from service 
against you. 

Whereas, you are given an opportunity of making a 
representation to show cause as to why the proposed 
penalty should not be imposed against you. Such 
representation If any, should be submitted in writing to 
the undersigned within 30 (thirty) days from the date 
of receipt of this ‘Show Cause Notice’ failing which 
ex-parte decision will be taken and you will be declared 
a ‘Deserter’ and ‘Dismissed’ from service without any 
further notice. 

NO.DEF/TSG/RO-27/2018-19/       2071 Dated Tuensang the 24th August’ 2018.

Sd/-
Superintendent of Police,

Tuensang, Nagaland.DG-770

New Delhi, Aug. 24 (IANS): 
Strengthening its online 
presence in the premium 
segment before the festive 
quarter, Samsung India on 
Friday refreshed its Galaxy 
A8 series with “Galaxy A8 
Star” for Rs 34,990.

The smartphone, with 
dual “Intellicam” camera, 
will be available on Amazon 
India from August 27 and 
in retail stores starting Sep-
tember 5 in midnight black 
and ivory white colours.

“Galaxy A8 Star comes 
with the first ever dual ‘In-
tellicam’ proposition that 
can turn anyone into a pro-
fessional photographer. 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Aug. 24 (IANS): Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan on Friday said that 
the reported aid of Rs 700 
crore from the UAE for the 
flood victims was intimat-
ed to the world by the lead-
ers of the two countries.

The Kerala unit of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
said earlier that the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates did not 
announce the $100 mil-
lion aid for the state and 
asked Vijayan to reveal his 
source.

Vijayan told the media 
that the offer of aid was 
made by the ruler of the 
Emirates to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“Both these rulers 
themselves intimated this 
to the world. The issue 
now is whether to accept 
or not. My view is it should 
be accepted,” he said.

UAE aid news 
came from 
leaders of 
both countries

FROM PAGE 1

Its Immersive 6.3 inches 
display and slim design 
are sure to make a style 
statement,” Aditya Babbar, 
General Manager, Samsung 
India, said in a statement.

T h e  d u a l  “In t e l l i -
cam” set-up includes 
16MP+24MP sensors. Both 
cameras come with f/1.7 
apertures for low light pho-
tography. There is a 24MP 
(f/2.0) selfie shooter as well.

Galaxy A8 Star’s large-
aperture lenses make 
the smartphone capable 
of capturing bright and 
clear images and beautiful 

selfies at any time of the 
day or night, the company 
claimed.

Galaxy A8 Star comes 
with a 6.3-inch Full HD+ 
Super AMOLED “Infinity 
Display” with an 18.5:9 as-

pect ratio.
The device houses 

3,700mAh coupled with 
6GB RAM and 64GB inter-
nal storage, which is ex-
pandable upto 400GB via a 
MicroSD card.
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PATH
Generous Givers

BIBLE READ:   1 CHRONICLES 29:1–14  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Everything comes from you, and we have given 

you only what comes from your hand. 
~  1 Chronicles 29:14

After reviewing all God had already done throughout our church’s history, leaders presented the congregation 
with a proposal for a new gym to help us better serve our community. The leadership team announced they’d 
be the first to sign pledge notes to fund the construction. I initially prayed with a heart soured by selfishness, 

not wanting to offer more money than we had already committed to give. Still, my husband and I agreed to pray for 
the ongoing project. While considering all God continued providing for us, we eventually decided on a monthly offer-
ing. The combined gifts of our church family paid for the entire building.

Grateful for the many ways God’s used that gym for community events since we celebrated opening its doors 
for ministry, I’m reminded of another generous giver—King David. Though the Lord didn’t choose him to build His 
temple, David invested all his resources to the project (1 Chronicles 29:1–5). The leaders under him and the people 
they served gave generously too (vv. 6–9). The king acknowledged all they’d contributed had first been given to them 
by God—the Creator, Sustainer, and Owner of everything (vv. 10–16).

When we recognize God owns it all, we can commit to grateful, generous, and faithful giving for the benefit of 
others. And we can trust the Lord will provide—and may even use the generosity of others to help us when we’re in 
need.

 Lord, please help us remember You own it all as we commit to giving You our all, 
willingly and selflessly.

God gives first, and He always outgives His most generous givers.

Is China Worsening the Developing World’s Environmental Crisis?

NASA Launching Laser Satellite 
to Study Earth's Changing Ice

Footprints of the Elusive Yeti Unravelled, Discussed at Bhutan Lit Fest

One Year of India's Right to Privacy: No Step Forward and Two Steps Back
The Aadhaar programme, the context in which the much celebrated judgment was pronounced,  

continued on its merry way with little change to its scope, ambit or practices.

T
he developing world is in the midst 
of an environmental crisis. Simply 
breathing the air is a leading cause 
of death.

One recent study found that pollution is 
to blame for a fifth of sub-Saharan Africa’s 
infant deaths. Another showed that expo-
sure to toxins or other dangerous substanc-
es in the air killed over 9 million people in 
2015 alone, with 92 percent of those deaths 
occurring in developing countries – this 
is more people than were killed by AIDS, 
malaria and tuberculosis combined in that 
same year. In Latin America, over one-third 
of deaths from lung cancer, stroke and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
were estimated to stem from air pollution 
in 2012.

There are many reasons behind these 
troubling trends, but one looms especially 
large: China’s booming economy. Not only 
has this created an environmental crisis in 
China itself, but the nature of its trade with 
developing nations threatens their air, wa-
ter and soil as well.

Over the last decade, China has become 
the biggest trade partner to continental Af-
rica and to several countries in Latin Amer-

ica, homes to some of the world’s poorest 
people. At the same time, air pollution has 
surged in many of these countries, espe-
cially in Africa.

Are these two trends linked? My new 
study published in June tries to answer that 
question. I also wondered, could a country’s 
governing institutions make a difference?
The environmental cost of trade
Most economists agree that trade helps 
generate economic growth and develop-
ment.

Unfortunately, these benefits often 
come with costs, such as environmental 
degradation. Developing countries are es-
pecially susceptible to this side effect be-
cause they often export pollution-intensive 
goods like fossil fuels and metals and have 
weak environmental regulations.

Western governments have increas-
ingly been pushing developing countries 
to protect their environments via trade 
agreements. NAFTA, for example, was the 
first U.S. trade agreement to include le-
gally binding environmental conditions – 
something that is now a standard element. 
A similar trend occurred in Europe, where 
binding environmental provisions became 
fixtures in trade agreements around 2006.

In contrast, China does not push its 

partners to strengthen environmental pro-
tections. For this reason, trading intensively 
with China is especially likely to generate 
high levels of pollution in developing coun-
tries.
Links between China’s trade and pollution
Against this backdrop, I investigated wheth-
er trade with China affected sulfur dioxide 
emissions and environmental illnesses in 
58 Latin American and sub-Saharan African 
countries from 2001 to 2010.

To capture how intensively they trade 
with China, I measured sample countries’ 
trade volume in U.S. dollars as a share 
of their gross domestic product. I then 
conducted statistical tests to determine 
whether this measure of trade correlates to 
two relevant indicators of pollution: sulfur 
dioxide emissions and a measure of en-
vironmental public health developed by 
researchers at Yale. I also controlled for a 
series of other variables to isolate the rela-
tionship between trade and pollution.

My findings show that pollution levels of 
many developing countries rose in tandem 
with trade to China – but not all of them.

Interestingly, the environmental impact 
of trading with China appears to depend 
on characteristics of countries’ govern-
ments. Those countries with high quality 

of governance, as measured by researchers 
at the Quality of Government Institute, did 
not experience heightened air pollution or 
environmental illness when they traded at 
high levels with China.

In countries with strong governance, 
such as Chile, Gambia and Tanzania, which 
scored near the top of my sample, trading 
with China had little impact on sulfur di-
oxide emissions and environmental public 
health.

On the other hand, trading intensively 
with China worsened the air quality in 
countries like the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Liberia and Paraguay, which all 
ranked among the worst in governance.
Two ways to fix this
The good news is that my research shows 
that China’s impact can change. In two 
ways.

One is by finding ways to improve gov-
ernance in the developing world. Govern-
ance quality encompasses bureaucracy, 
law and order and transparency. Countries 
with stronger bureaucracies can manage a 
multipronged policy agenda that promotes 
trade while protecting the environment. 
Governments capable of ensuring law and 
order are able to enforce environmental 
rules and regulations. Transparent institu-

tions reduce opportunities for corruption 
that undermine efforts to protect the envi-
ronment, such as bribery of public officials.

Collectively, these features of good gov-
ernance protect countries’ environments 
and offset negative impacts that would oth-
erwise be generated by trading intensively 
with China.

At the same time, China could change 
its ways and do more to push for stronger 
environmental laws abroad. Western coun-
tries tend to do this already because of lob-
bying efforts by both environmentalists 
and producers that compete with Mexi-
can firms, who fear being at a competitive 
disadvantage if developing countries have 
weak environmental laws.

As wages continue to grow in China, 
the Chinese government will face similar 
pressures from domestic producers to do 
the same. It is perhaps telling that China 
recently signaled its interest in global envi-
ronmental leadership.

Until there’s a change, however, Chi-
na’s growth will continue dirtying the air 
in many of the countries that trade with it 
most, and their environmental crisis will 
worsen. 

Jonas Gamso is assistant professor of 
International Trade and Global Studies at 

Arizona State University.

N
ASA is launching a laser-armed 
satellite next month that will 
measure — in unprecedented 
detail — changes in the heights 

of Earth's polar ice to understand what is 
causing ice sheets to melt fast.

In recent years, contributions of melt 
from the ice sheets of Greenland and Ant-
arctica alone have raised global sea level by 
more than a millimeter a year, accounting 
for approximately one-third of observed 
sea level rise, and the rate is increasing.

Called the Ice, Cloud and Land Elevation 
Satellite-2 (ICESat-2), the mission is sched-
uled to be launched from Vandenberg Air 
Force Base in California on September 15, 
NASA said in a statement late on Thursday.

ICESat-2 will measure the average an-
nual elevation change of land ice covering 
Greenland and Antarctica to within the 
width of a pencil, capturing 60,000 meas-
urements every second.

"The new observational technologies 
of ICESat-2 will advance our knowledge of 
how the ice sheets of Greenland and Ant-
arctica contribute to sea level rise," said 
Michael Freilich, Director of the Earth Sci-
ence Division in NASA's Science Mission 
Directorate.

ICESat-2 will improve upon NASA's 15-
year record of monitoring the change in po-
lar ice heights.

It started in 2003 with the first ICESat 
mission and continued in 2009 with NASA's 

Operation IceBridge, an airborne research 
campaign that kept track of the accelerat-
ing rate of change.

ICESat-2's Advanced Topographic Laser 
Altimeter System (ATLAS) measures height 
by timing how long it takes individual light 
photons to travel from the spacecraft to 
Earth and back.

"ATLAS required us to develop new 
technologies to get the measurements 
needed by scientists to advance the re-
search," said Doug McLennan, ICESat-2 
Project Manager.

"That meant we had to engineer a sat-
ellite instrument that not only will collect 
incredibly precise data, but also will collect 
more than 250 times as many height meas-
urements as its predecessor," he added.

ATLAS will fire 10,000 times each second, 
sending hundreds of trillions of photons to 
the ground in six beams of green light.

With so many photons returning from 
multiple beams, ICESat-2 will get a much 
more detailed view of the ice surface than 
its predecessor.

As it circles Earth from pole to pole, IC-
ESat-2 will measure ice heights along the 
same path in the polar regions four times a 
year, providing seasonal and annual moni-
toring of ice elevation changes.

Beyond the poles, ICESat-2 will also 
measure the height of ocean and land sur-
faces, including forests.

Source: IANS

T
he mystery surrounding the Hima-
layan Yeti attracts scores of explor-
ers ever year to the snow-capped 
mountains, but few return with 

answers. Daniel C. Taylor, who has spent 
about six decades of his life in search of the 
elusive creature, shared his findings, in-
sights and rare photographs at the Moun-
tain Echoes literary festival here on Friday.

Taylor was participating in a session ti-
tled "Yeti: The Ecology of a Mystery" along 
with festival co-director Tshering Tashi and 
Bhutanese journalist Karma Singe Dorji.

The session began with Tashi asking the 
audience if they believed in the Yeti and a 
vast majority of the audience raised their 
hands in affirmation.

Tashi said there have been at least four 
organised expeditions in search of the Yeti 
in Bhutan. But all of them had been carried 
out by people from the West, who regarded 
it as a fascinating subject.

"I have been working on this puzzle for 
sixty years of my life. The first and the most 
significant point of reference is that all of 
these expeditions were led by Westerners 
and that, I believe, is why it has never been 
simplified.

"The core cultural understanding of the 
local ecology is the real answer to the Yeti 
myth," said the 73-year-old scholar.

He shared that in the 1940s, his parents 
came to India and set up a hospital there. 

Therefore, as a child growing up in the 
mountains, legends of the Yeti made regu-
lar appearances in his life. This set in mo-
tion a quest to find the existence of the Yeti 
as the young Taylor thought that if there 
were footprints then there must be the Yeti 
too.

For decades that followed, Taylor ven-
tured across the Himalayas, from Ladakh 
to Arunachal Pradesh and from Nepal to 
Bhutan, in search of the elusive creature.

Sharing rare images from his expedi-
tions at the session, Taylor referred to one 
of the first photographs of the Yeti footprint 
that was originally taken in 1951.

"It is strange that so many of the Yeti 
footprints have been found by Western ex-
plorers who failed to climb the Mt. Everest," 
he smirked.

But Taylor came to realise that if Yeti 
was to be found at all, it would not be in the 
snow-capped mountains but in the jungles 
below it. "Because it would need food to 
survive," he said.

And so he changed the routes of his ex-
pedition and led a large troupe in search of 
the elusive creature. He came across a wild 
bear, tranquilised it and matched it to the 
footprints that had been captured earlier.

Dissecting the images point by point, he 
told the audience here that those footprints 
may have been made by the bear when it 
was climbing upwards on the snow-capped 
mountain as its leg would slip behind, in-
creasing the size of the footprint than the 
original foot of the bear.

Taylor, however, contended that there 
are many mysteries in the Himalayan 
mountains and said that the nature has its 
own way of unravelling mysteries.

"I lived my life in the pursuit of the Yeti's 
footprints but I began to question myself 
that isn't the carbon footprints of humans 
bigger than Yetis," he said, before sharing 
details of the various environmental con-
servation programmes he has led in the 
sub-continent.

"The Yeti does not need a passport. It 
does not care about the tensions between In-
dia and China. The ecosystem is one, it is not 
about one country or one region," he said.

Taylor said that the best way to bring 
"a sunrise on the human civilization" is by 
protecting the environment while his co-
panellist Tashi said that "the arrogance of 
human beings" is endangering the planet.

Taylor has authored "Yeti: The Ecology 
of a Mystery" which explores why people 
are so fascinated with the possibility that 
a wild hominoid might still reclusively live. 

The book also recounts the extraordi-
nary story of one man's conservation im-
pact -- the quest for the mysterious animal 
encouraged him to create two massive na-
tional parks around Mount Everest, one in 
China and the other in Nepal.

Mountain Echoes literary festival, with 
a strong focus on environmental conser-
vation, is now in its ninth edition and will 
reach its culmination on Saturday.

Saket Suman can be contacted at 
saket.s@ians.in

O
ne year ago, to this date, 
nine judges of the highest 
court of the land spoke in 
one voice as they upheld 

the status of the right to privacy as a 
fundamental right protected under 
the constitution. In that process, the 
court rubbished the government’s 
stand that 40 years of supreme 
court jurisprudence recognising 
such a right required reconsidera-
tion.

The government’s Make-India-
Great-Again arguments were based 
on a 1954 judgment and the major-
ity opinion of a 1962 judgment both 
of which were given in an era where 
fundamental rights jurisprudence 
was unrecognisably different from 
the modern post-’70s reading of 
our fundamental rights.

In a constitutional democracy 
in which the rule of law and the rul-
ings of the highest constitutional 
court are respected by the govern-
ment, one might expect the judg-
ment to alter the way the govern-
ment went about its business. In 
the past 12 months though, we saw 
this expectation slowly turn into 

hope and then a wish and then fi-
nally into despair.

The Aadhaar programme, the 
context in which the much cele-
brated judgment was pronounced, 
continued on its merry way with 
little change to its scope, ambit or 
practice(s).

News stories on data leaks were 
only slightly less regular than the 
reports of targeted violence against 
women, minorities and/or Dalits.

Efforts were also on to build a so-
cial media monitoring tool, which 
would enable the central govern-
ment to listen to every person’s 
digital communications including, 
gasp, e-mails, delivering the 2.0 ver-
sion of its big-brother-dom.

The last remaining hope was 
pinned on the work that the com-
mittee of experts led by Justice 
(Retd) B.N. Srikrishna had under-
taken. That was to show the na-
tion the path forward and suggest 
a legislative framework on privacy 
and data protection, even as there 
were deep democratic flaws in the 
constitution of the committee and 
its functioning. The much delayed 
draft bill, accompanied by a report 
that ostensibly justifies the choices 

in the bill, was released in late July 
of this year.

Did the draft personal data pro-
tection bill help end an otherwise 
very ordinary year for the right to 
privacy with a flourish?

Not one bit. In fact, it does a 
Make-India-Great-Again dance of 
its own as it attempts to find new 
language to advance the same argu-
ments that were unsuccessfully ad-
vanced in the right to privacy case.  

Sample this. It was argued a 
year ago that privacy does not re-
quire protection as an independent 
fundamental right because each of 
the harms that ensues because of 
a privacy violation are anyway jus-
ticeable as violation of other rights 
– harms such as financial harms, or 
unwarranted surveillance or repu-
tational loss etc.  This was soundly 
rejected by the Supreme Court 
bench as it held that privacy was a 
standalone fundamental right and 
requires protection as such. How-
ever, this principle has found its 
way into the data protection bill 
that makes the consequent harm 
caused due to violation of privacy 
as a predominant consideration 
and not violation of privacy per se, 

which effectively de-recognises the 
right as a fundamental right. Con-
trast this with a right such as the 
right to free speech. How absurd 
would it be if there is an unlawful 
government order to take a news 
story down and if a news publica-
tion had to go to court and show 
harm caused to it by taking the tak-
ing down while challenging such an 
order?

The draft bill also attempts to 
misstate the reasons as to why it was 
perceived that such a legislation 
was needed in the first place. The 
real need for a privacy legislation is 
to address the mischief of privacy 
becoming a hard-to-enforce right 
both against state and non-state 
actors in a world which is increas-
ingly looking at personal data as 
the new resource (like oil) that is to 
be nationalised, monetised and ex-
ploited. But the draft bill attempts 
to twist it by placing both the need 
for a flourishing digital economy 
and privacy of the individual at the 
same footing. And this is not merely 
academic nit-picking. Judicial in-
terpretation takes the statement of 
objects and reasons of a statute as 
its life blood and each provision in 

the statute is interpreted keeping 
the objects and reasons in mind. Af-
ter all, they say, the life of law is not 
logic but experience. An attempt to 
misrepresent the history and the 
experience that informed the need 
for this legislation is nothing less 
than intellectual dishonesty.

The justification of the draft bill 
for placing the “common good” of 
the digital economy and the indi-
vidual right to privacy at the same 
footing is that rights, we’re told, are 
not deontological categories but 
only a means to an end after all.  
Except, that justification is not sup-
ported by the jurisprudence and 
the nine-judge bench judgment, as 
had been pointed out. It must be 
added that such justification is an-
other attempt to undo the Puttas-
wamy judgment as it reinstates the 
legal logic that formed the basis of 
the ADM Jabalpur emergency judg-
ment, which was expressly over-
ruled in the Puttaswamy case. This 
is not a denial that individual fun-
damental rights do not have justi-
fications rooted in the utilitarian 
common good – but only that the 
common good is not the only jus-
tification of any of the fundamen-

tal rights. Each of the fundamental 
rights has multiple justifications 
ranging from consequentialist jus-
tifications, utilitarian justifications 
to moral justifications rooted in the 
inherent dignity of every human 
being.

The centre-staging of the con-
cerns of “digital economy” has 
an even higher price. The idea of 
common good that informs that 
reasoning is closely linked to the 
idea of common detriment, which 
effectively goes back to looking at 
personal data as a resource to be 
nationalised, monetised and ex-
ploited. As we addict the economy 
to live off citizens’ personal data, 
the violence and oppression that 
punctuates the state-versus-people 
conflicts that relate to resources 
such as land, oil and minerals will 
ensue in no time.

The only saving grace in the 
draft bill is perhaps is its tacit re-
buke of many of the past practices 
of the Aadhaar project. Even so, it 
must be said that in the past year, 
the right to privacy took no step for-
ward and two steps back.

Prasanna S. is a Delhi-based 
lawyer. 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Money matters 
could prove obsessive today, Aries, as you 
might be trying to make an important pur-
chase and need to revise your budget in or-

der to do so. You’ll be able to do it if you calm down and 
don’t stress out. Be logical and methodical, and you’ll 
probably accomplish what you want without too much 
frustration. Tonight, schedule a special date with a lover.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
should be looking especially good and feel-
ing particularly passionate and sensual, Tau-
rus. This is a great day to buy new clothes, 

as your fashion sense is probably right on target. Racy 
novels and romantic movies may seem more appeal-
ing than usual. This is a great day to be alone with a love 
partner. Try to do this early in the day so there won’t be 
any conflicts.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your imagination 
should be flying high today, Gemini. Words, 
images, melodies, or whatever your artistic 
media are probably popping into your head 

faster than you can keep track of them. Write them 
down, record them, or do whatever you can to remem-
ber them or you could very easily forget them. You 
don’t want that to happen. Take time to do this no mat-
ter what else is pressing.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your financial 
goals are probably on the verge of becoming 
reality, Cancer, but it might seem as if the 
few tasks remaining are too monumental 

to face right now. Don’t fall into gloom and despair. Try 
to find some workable ideas to get these obstacles out 
of your way with minimal effort. Remember, there’s al-
ways a way if you take time to plan. Good luck.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Conversations with 
a friend whose good sense you trust could 
open your eyes to new career possibilities, 
Leo. You might think about transforming 

your working life. These opportunities need careful 
consideration, since you’ve never contemplated them 
before. There’s no rush to make up your mind, so don’t 
feel pressured. Do give it some thought. You’ll probably 
be glad you did.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Strange dreams, 
insights, or visions could upend your spiritu-
al orientation, Virgo. These new ideas could 
have your mind going a thousand miles an 

hour and shake up concepts that you’ve embraced 
for most of your life. Think about it without making 
yourself crazy. What you’re receiving is nothing more 
Earthshaking than information to consider and then 
accept or reject.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A friend you may 
not have seen for a while could awaken 
strange new feelings for which you’re unpre-
pared, Libra. You may see this person as a po-

tential romantic partner. What you do about it depends 
on your situation. It probably isn’t a good idea to pursue 
this attraction today. It may pass. Wait a few days. If it’s 
still there, who knows?

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): The formation 
of a new business partnership might trans-
form your working life, Scorpio. The benefits 
may not appear for a while, so don’t quit your 

day job. Nonetheless, it’s definitely worth considering. 
Make sure you have all the facts before making any for-
mal commitment. It’s important to be aware of every 
possible contingency before you start a new enterprise, 
especially now.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Unfin-
ished job tasks might have you wanting to 
pitch in and get them done no matter what 
it takes, Sagittarius. This is likely to earn you 

a few brownie points with your colleagues, but take 
care that you don’t stress yourself out. You probably 
woke up feeling pretty good this morning, but you 
won’t finish the day that way if you exhaust yourself. 
Pace yourself.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
you’re apt to feel very sensual and passion-
ate, Capricorn. Sexy clothes, racy novels, 
and romantic movies could be more appeal-

ing than usual. Don’t be surprised if you attract admir-
ing glances from strangers. This is an excellent day to 
schedule an evening alone with a lover, although you 
might not be able to get together tonight. You’ll enjoy it 
whenever it happens. Better late than never!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A powerful 
desire for a current or potential romantic 
partner might come over you today, Aquari-
us. This person could live far away or be on a 

trip, so you might have to be satisfied with a phone call 
or email instead of the meeting you’d prefer. Don’t get 
frustrated. Distract yourself with an exciting novel or 
movie and look forward to when you can get together.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A powerful need 
to reach someone either for business or 
personal reasons could have you spending 
a lot of time on the phone that may come to 

nothing, Pisces. You might call every place this person 
could possibly be, and this could prove frustrating. 
Your friend may be away. Leave a message or two and 
let him or her call you back. Find something else to 
distract you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Why Children Should Learn in Their Mother Tongue

To My Best Belief: Just What is the Pragmatic Theory of Truth?

Young schoolchildren have to cope with a strange environment for many hours with other unfamiliar children and teachers.  
What makes matters worse is the language of instruction that is often not their mother tongue.

O
n Saturday, the kids who live up-
stairs from me got their ‘results’.

“What are results?” Lakshi 
asked.

“How you did on your papers,” her Mom 
explained.

Vijay – no surprise – was first in his class 
and his teacher’s darling. “Such a smart 
boy,” she said enthusiastically. “He knows 
all the answers.” Lakshi, on the other hand, 
got a card full of red marks and zeroes and a 
rueful, disappointed teacher.

Lakshi attends an English-medium 
school, but she speaks, thinks and dreams 
in Hindi. At home, she is confident, ar-
ticulate and smart – the life of the party. 
At school, she is quiet, nervous and with-
drawn, never quite sure what is going on.

Lakshi is not alone. Across India, battles 
are being waged around Hindi versus re-
gional languages versus English as the me-
dium of instruction in schools. Even recent-
ly, when the new ruling party in Karnataka 
proposed teaching in English in govern-
ment schools, there was fierce opposition 
from all sections of society.

This is nothing new. The debate around 
the issue of the medium of instruction in In-
dia goes as far back as the 1880s. British Im-
perialists argued over how their economic 
and political objectives would be better 
served – English or native tongue? – while 
freedom fighters locked horns over which 
language would better serve the cause of 
national unity.

Of late, the issue has come down to na-
tionalism and pride. Hindi has achieved 
the same ridiculous status here as English 
in Donald Trump’s America: the language 
of the ruling class is the language of pow-
er and privilege and knowledge of it is as 

much a test of intelligence and worthiness 
as a mark of status.

As far as I know, no one has brought a 
child development focus to the debate. So 
let’s go back to Lakshi. Let’s look at this issue 
through her eyes.

When she visits me in the evening, 
wanting to help, we chat in Hindi with a 
few English words and phrases thrown in. 
I ask her to set the table and she knows ex-
actly where everything is in our kitchen and 
exactly how it should all be laid out on the 
table – plates in the center, forks on the left, 
knives on the right, spoons to the right of 
the knives, glass positioned just over the tip 
of the knife. (These are all pre-reading skills, 
folks! Kids learn about order and matching 
when things are kept neatly in the right 
place, like with like; they learn about the 
difference between a lower-case d and a 
lower-case b by real life practice – the fork 
goes on the left, the knife on the right).

Lakshi helps whenever I make a cake 
– she can pour, divide, measure and sub-
tract. Once that cake is baked and served, 
she knows who got the bigger piece and she 
can tell me in precise terms not only ex-
actly how many slices are left but also how 
many people could get one (not as easy as it 
seems for kids trained in rote learning).

Lakshi is three. Her vocabulary is a joy, 
her maths skills are amazing and her pow-
ers of observation remarkable. Her Hindi 
speaking has not hampered any of this.

But the school she is in is doing its best 
to stamp out her curiosity and creativity 
and make her feel stupid right out of the 
gate. The English language is one of its pri-
mary weapons.

According to the National University of 
Education, Planning and Administration, 
the number of children studying in English 
medium schools in India increased by an 

astonishing 273% between 2003 and 2011. 
Their parents think they know exactly what 
they are doing and why: they believe that 
knowledge of English is key to job security 
and upward mobility, and they are con-
vinced that their children’s opportunities 
will increase in direct proportion to their 
English vocabularies.

They are right, but they are also totally 
wrong. Knowing English helps a lot in get-
ting a good job, but only if that English is 
meaningful, accompanied by understand-
ing and fundamental knowledge in all the 
other things children go to school to learn. 
The English used in most Indian schools 
simply does not allow for any real learning 
to take place.

The subject is complex and fascinating. 
Given India’s linguistic diversity, the dream 
of a common language is quiet powerful. 
And English seems to many the only solu-
tion. Yet the results so far are abysmal.

In the 2009 Program for International 
Student Assessment (PISA), India scored 
75th out of 77 countries. This is an overall 
indicator of how schools are performing 
and does not specifically implicate English 
as a culprit. PISA continues to rank coun-
tries around the world, but after its 2009 
humiliation, India has refused to partici-
pate, citing cultural inappropriateness in 
the testing.

Keeping its head in the sand is one ap-
proach. But India’s primary education 
is notorious for its rote learning, poorly 
trained teachers and lack of funding (India 
spends only 2.6% of its GDP on education; 
China spends 4.1 and Brazil is more than 
double India’s at 5.7).

English as the language of instruction 
makes all of it worse – developmentally, it is 
a disaster. Consider school from the child’s 
perspective. Like Lakshi, most kids are tiny 

when they set off from home. For the first 
time in their lives, they have to cope in a 
strange environment for many hours with a 
large number of other children whom they 
do not know. They must sit still, be quiet 
and speak only on command. The teacher, 
who is also a stranger, expects children to 
master completely new concepts: reading 
and writing; addition and subtraction; pho-
tosynthesis; the difference between a city 
and state and country.

All in a foreign language!
Are we crazy? Other countries do not do this 
to their children. Go to China, France, Ger-
many, Holland or Spain – all countries where 
English is commonly mastered as a second 
language – and you will find primary educa-
tion happening in the dominant language 
of the area. In 2016, the state of California 
voted by a large majority to restore bilingual 
education in its primary schools.

At the moment, only about 17% of Indi-
an children are in English medium schools. 
Current trends suggest that this figure will 
rise exponentially in the coming decade 
(Bihar saw a rise of 4700% in just five years). 
If the RSS has its way, however, the entire 
country will switch to Hindi, including 
those whose mother tongue is Kannada, 
Konkani or Gujarati.

While the research is clear that children 
learn best in their own mother tongues, 
there are other compelling arguments as 
well, particularly in India. Classrooms are 
only as good as their teachers – in India, in 
2012, 91% of the teachers currently serving 
in both private and government schools 
were unable to pass a national eligibility 
test. With this level of incompetence, we 
still expect them to teach in a language they 
are likely weak in themselves.

I am American, and my Hindi is bet-

ter than the average Indian teacher’s Eng-
lish. Yet I would never presume to teach in 
Hindi. Teachers need to be ready to answer 
any question that might arise; they need to 
have stories to illustrate the concepts they 
are introducing, and if those do not work, 
they need to come up with something that 
does. Teaching is not about memorising or 
reading out loud. It is complex, nuanced 
and constantly adapting.

The language of instruction should 
simply be a vehicle, an effortless flow of 
grammar and words which everyone ab-
sorbs without having to puzzle it through 
for meaning and definition. Science, maths 
and literacy are hard enough as it is without 
adding so many layers of complexity. The 
country needs its next generation of leaders 
to master their fundas thoroughly so they 
can go on to practise medicine, build bridg-
es, put in plumbing and design solar light-
ing systems. And children can learn second, 
third and fourth languages all in good time.

But that will happen only if those young-
sters grow up loving language, not feeling 
threatened and judged by it. We need them 
to write poetry and songs and novels. We 
need them to feel proud of their mother 
tongues, not apologetic and ashamed as 
if their intelligence is based on how much 
English they know.

Lakshi and her friends are waiting ex-
pectantly. They are eager to learn and their 
brains are hard-wired just for that. Are we 
going to fail her and an entire generation of 
India’s young citizens?

Jo McGowan Chopra is American by 
birth and a writer by profession. She is 

co-founder and director of the Latika Roy 
Foundation, a voluntary organisation for 
children with disability in Dehradun. She 

blogs at www.latikaroy.org/jo.

W
hat is it for something 
to be true? One might 
think that the answer 
is obvious. A true 

belief gets reality right: our words 
correspond to objects and relations 
in the world. But making sense of 
that idea involves one in ever more 
difficult workarounds to intractable 
problems. For instance, how do we 
account for the statement ‘It did not 
rain in Toronto on 20 May 2018’? 
There don’t seem to be negative facts 
in the world that might correspond 
to the belief. What about ‘Every 
human is mortal’? There are more 
humans – past, present and future 
– than individual people in the 
world. (That is, a generalisation 
like ‘All Fs’ goes beyond the 
existing world of Fs, because ‘All 
Fs’ stretches into the future.) What 
about ‘Torture is wrong’? What are 
the objects in the world that might 
correspond to that? And what good 
is it explaining truth in terms of 
independently existing objects and 
facts, since we have access only to 
our interpretations of them? 

Pragmatism can help us with 
some of these issues. The 19th-
century American philosopher 
Charles Peirce, one of the founders 
of pragmatism, explained the core 
of this tradition beautifully: ‘We 
must not begin by talking of pure 
ideas, – vagabond thoughts that 
tramp the public roads without 
any human habitation, – but 
must begin with men and their 
conversation.’ Truth is a property 
of our beliefs. It is what we aim at, 
and is essentially connected to our 
practices of enquiry, action and 
evaluation. Truth, in other words, is 
the best that we could do.

The pragmatic theory of truth 
arose in Cambridge, Massachusetts 

in the 1870s, in a discussion group 
that included Peirce and William 
James. They called themselves the 
Metaphysical Club, with intentional 
irony. Though they shared the same 
broad outlook on truth, there was 
immediate disagreement about 
how to unpack the idea of the ‘best 
belief’. The debate stemmed from 
the different temperaments of 
Peirce and James.

Philosophy, James said, ‘is at 
once the most sublime and the most 
trivial of human pursuits. It works in 
the minutest crannies and it opens 
out the widest vistas.’ He was more a 
vista than a crannies man, dead set 
against technical philosophy. At the 
beginning of his book Pragmatism 
(1907), he said: ‘the philosophy 
which is so important to each of us 
is not a technical matter; it is our 
more or less dumb sense of what 
life honestly and deeply means.’ 
He wanted to write accessible 
philosophy for the public, and did 
so admirably. He became the most 
famous living academic in the 
United States.

The version of the pragmatist 
theory of truth made famous (or 
perhaps infamous) by James held 
that ‘Any idea upon which we can 
ride … any idea that will carry us 
prosperously from any one part of 
our experience to any other part, 
linking things satisfactorily, working 
securely, simplifying, saving labour, 
is … true INSTRUMENTALLY.’

‘Satisfactorily’ for James meant 
‘more satisfactorily to ourselves, 
and individuals will emphasise their 
points of satisfaction differently. 
To a certain degree, therefore, 
everything here is plastic.’ He 
argued that if the available evidence 
underdetermines a matter, and if 
there are non-epistemic reasons 
for believing something (my people 
have always believed it, believing 

it would make me happier), then it 
is rational to believe it. He argued 
that if a belief in God has a positive 
impact on someone’s life, then it is 
true for that person. If it does not 
have a good impact on someone 
else’s life, it is not true for them.

Peirce, a crackerjack logician, 
was perfectly happy working in 
the crannies as well as opening 
out the vistas. He wrote much, but 
published little. A cantankerous 
man, Peirce described the 
difference in personality with his 
friend James thus: ‘He so concrete, 
so living; I a mere table of contents, 
so abstract, a very snarl of twine.’

Peirce said that James’s version 
of the pragmatic theory of truth 
was ‘a very exaggerated utterance, 
such as injures a serious man very 
much’. It amounted to: ‘Oh, I could 

not believe so-and-so, because I 
should be wretched if I did.’ Peirce’s 
worries, in these days of fake news, 
are more pressing than ever.

On Peirce’s account, a belief is 
true if it would be ‘indefeasible’ or 
would not in the end be defeated 
by reasons, argument, evidence 
and the actions that ensue from 
it. A true belief is the belief that we 
would come to, were we to enquire 
as far as we could on a matter. He 
added an important rider: a true 
belief must be put in place in a 
manner ‘not extraneous to the 
facts’. We cannot believe something 
because we would like it to be true. 
The brute impinging of experience 
cannot be ignored.

The disagreement continues 
to this day. James influenced John 
Dewey (who, when a student at 

Johns Hopkins, avoided Peirce 
and his technical philosophy like 
the plague) and later Richard 
Rorty. Dewey argued that truth 
(although he tended to stay away 
from the word) is nothing more 
than a resolution of a problematic 
situation. Rorty, at his most 
extreme, held that truth is nothing 
more than what our peers will let us 
get away with saying. This radically 
subjective or plastic theory of truth 
is what is usually thought of as 
pragmatism.

Peirce, however, managed to 
influence a few people himself, 
despite being virtually unknown in 
his lifetime. One was the Harvard 
logician and Kant scholar C I 
Lewis. He argued for a position 
remarkably similar to what his 
student W V O Quine would take 

over (and fail to acknowledge as 
Lewis’s). Reality cannot be ‘alien’, 
wrote Lewis – ‘the only reality 
there for us is one delimited in 
concepts of the results of our own 
ways of acting’. We have something 
given to us in brute experience, 
which we then interpret. With all 
pragmatists, Lewis was set against 
conceptions of truth in which 
‘the mind approaches the flux of 
immediacy with some godlike 
foreknowledge of principles’. 
There is no ‘natural light’, no ‘self-
illuminating propositions’, no 
‘innate ideas’ from which other 
certainties can be deduced. Our 
body of knowledge is a pyramid, 
with the most general beliefs, such 
as the laws of logic, at the top, and 
the least general, such as ‘all swans 
are birds’, at the bottom. When 
faced with recalcitrant experience, 
we make adjustments in this 
complex system of interrelated 
concepts. ‘The higher up a concept 
stands in our pyramid, the more 
reluctant we are to disturb it, 
because the more radical and far-
reaching the results will be…’ But 
all beliefs are fallible, and we can 
indeed disturb any of them. A true 
belief would be one that survives 
this process of enquiry.

Lewis saw that the pragmatist 
theory of truth deals nicely 
with those beliefs that the 
correspondence theory stumbles 
over. For instance, there is no 
automatic bar to ethical beliefs 
being true. Beliefs about what is 
right and wrong might well be 
evaluable in ways similar to how 
other kinds of beliefs are evaluable 
– in terms of whether they fit with 
experience and survive scrutiny.

Cheryl Misak is professor of 
philosophy at the University of 

Toronto. 
Edited by Sam Dresser

Charles Sanders Peirce c1880. Photo by Getty Images
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Kerala flood: SC orders to maintain 
water level at 139 ft at Mullaperiyar dam

‘Technical problem’ in 
accepting foreign aid for 
Kerala – Athawale

Delhi Police donates INR one 
cr. to flood-ravaged Kerala

UAE aid news came 
from leaders of both 
countries – Vijayan

ED questions Chidambaram in Aircel-Maxis 
PMLA case; records statement
New Delhi, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
The ED again questioned 
former finance minister P 
Chidambaram for about six 
hours today in the Aircel-
Maxis money laundering 
case, officials said. 

S o u r c e s  s a i d 
Chidambaram’s statement 
was recorded under the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) after he 
appeared before the inves-
tigating officer (IO) of the 
case at the Enforcement 
Directorate’s office here.

The questioning went 
on for about six hours, they 
said.

While the CBI has filed a 
charge sheet in this case in-
volving the politician in July, 
the ED is expected to file its 
own prosecution complaint 
within the next fortnight. 

It is understood that 
the agency wanted to put 
a fresh set of questions to 
him regarding the deal and 
hence had asked him to 
appear.

The agency had earlier 
recorded statements of of-
ficials who were in FIPB 
when this deal took place, 
and it is understood that 
Chidambaram would have 
been confronted with these 
versions. 

Some specific queries 
on the circumstances and 
procedures adopted by the 
now-defunct Foreign In-
vestment Promotion Board 
(FIPB), while giving approv-
al to the Aircel-Maxis deal 
during his tenure, were put 
to him earlier. 

His son Karti has also 
been questioned by the ED 
in this case twice. 

Chidambaram, after a 
similar questioning by the 
ED in this case in June, had 
said that what he told the 
agency was already record-
ed in government docu-
ments. He also said that 
there is no FIR, yet a probe 
had been initiated.

“More than half the 
time taken up by typing 
the answers without errors, 
reading the statement and 
signing it!,” he had said in 
his tweet.

The Aircel-Maxis cases 
pertains to grant of For-
eign Investment Promotion 
Board clearance to firm 
M/S Global Communica-
tion Holding Services Ltd 
in 2006 for investment in 
Aircel. 

The Supreme Court had 
on March 12 directed in-
vestigating agencies -- the 
CBI and the ED -- to com-

plete their probe into the 2G 
spectrum allocation cases, 
including the Aircel Maxis 
alleged money laundering 
case, in six months. 

The agency had said 
that the FIPB approval in the 
Aircel-Maxis FDI case was 
granted in March 2006 by 
Chidambaram even though 
he was competent to accord 
approval on project propos-
als only up to Rs 600 crore 
and beyond that it required 
the approval of the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA). 

The ED is investigating 
“the circumstances of the 
FIPB approval granted (in 
2006) by the then finance 
minister”. 

“In the instant case, the 
approval for FDI of USD 
800 million (over Rs 3,500 
crore) was sought. Hence, 
the CCEA was competent to 
grant the approval. 

“However, the approval 
was not obtained from the 
CCEA,” the ED had alleged. 

The agency said its 
probe revealed that the 
case of the said FDI was 
“wrongly projected as an 
investment of Rs 180 crore 
so that it need not be sent to 
the CCEA to avoid a detailed 
scrutiny”. 

EC convenes all party meeting on Aug. 27 on LS, Assembly polls
New Delhi, Aug. 24 (IANS): 
Ahead of the coming elections 
to Lok Sabha and for assemblies, 
the Election Commission has 
convened a meeting of all recog-
nised national and state parties 
on Monday to discuss various 
issues including the fidelity of 
electoral rolls and gender rep-
resentation in political parties.

In a press release on Friday, 
the Commission said consid-
ering that political parties are 
stakeholders in the Indian elec-
toral system, it has been periodi-
cally holding consultations with 
all recognised political parties to 
elicit their views on important 
issues and to strengthen the 
democratic system by improving 
electoral systems and practices. 

On electoral rolls, the Com-
mission would like to have the 
views of parties on measures to 
improve the accuracy, transpar-
ency and inclusivity of electoral 
rolls in view of the coming elec-
tions.

Apart from the issue of fidel-
ity of electoral rolls, views are 
also invited on measures that 
parties can undertake to en-
hance representation of women 
within the organisational struc-
ture of the political party as well 

as in the candidate selection for 
contesting elections to legisla-
tive bodies. 

The issue of election expend-
iture, regulation, expenditure 
ceiling for legislative council 
election and limiting political 
parties expenditure would also 
be discussed. 

Discussion on enforcement 
measures to ensure timely sub-
mission of annual audited re-

ports and election expenditure 
reports are also on the agenda.

Another issue that will come 
up in the meeting relates to elec-
tion campaign silence period. 
The discussion on this topic 
would also cover inclusion of 
print media within the ambit of 
the provisions of the Representa-
tion of the People Act, 1951 and 
the issue of online canvassing to 
promote or prejudice the elec-

toral prospects of a party or can-
didate on social media during 
last 48 hours before conclusion 
of polling. 

Important issues like al-
ternative modes of voting for 
domestic migrants and absen-
tee voters, and the views and 
feedback of the political parties 
regarding efforts to encourage 
participation of voters with dis-
abilities will also be discussed.

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug. 24 (IANS): 
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
on Friday said that the reported aid of 
Rs 700 crore from the UAE for the flood 
victims was intimated to the world by 
the leaders of the two countries.

The Kerala unit of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party said earlier that the United 
Arab Emirates did not announce the 
$100 million aid for the state and asked 
Vijayan to reveal his source.

Vijayan told the media that the of-
fer of aid was made by the ruler of the 
Emirates to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

“Both these rulers themselves inti-
mated this to the world. The issue now 
is whether to accept or not. My view is 
it should be accepted,” he said.

Elaborating, Vijayan said the news 
was conveyed to him by Middle East 
businessman M.A. Yusuf Ali. “I did tell 
you this earlier too.

“He (Ali) met them (UAE rulers) 
and this was stated to him. When Ali 
informed me, I asked him if I can make 
this public. He said I can and I did.”

The Chief Minister also told jour-
nalists to read a tweet by Modi on the 
subject.

Kochi, Aug. 24 (PTI): Amid 
the row over foreign as-
sistance for rain-ravaged 
Kerala, Union Minister 
Ramdas Athawale today 
said there was “some tech-
nical problem” in accepting 
foreign aid for the state and 
he would discuss the matter 
with the Prime Minister’s 
Office.

Assuring the Centre’s 
full support to Kerala, which 
suffered an estimated loss 
of Rs 20,000 crore in the 
rains and floods, the minis-
ter said there was “no poli-
tics” in extending a helping 
hand to the southern state.

He announced Rs 25 
lakh from his Member of 
Parliament Local Area De-
velopment Scheme (MP-
LAD) fund to the Chief Min-
ister’s Relief Fund.

“Some technical prob-
lems are there (in accepting 
foreign aid).

When I go to Delhi, defi-
nitely I will contact with the 
PMO... if the UAE govern-
nment or any other gov-
ernment are ready to give 
the money (to the state),” 
Athawale told reporters af-
ter reviewing rehabilitation 
work in Ernakulam district 
with government officials.

“The state has suf-
fered an estimated loss of 
Rs 20,000 crore due to the 
floods. If any further help, 
definitely our government 
will help and there is no any 
politics,” he said.

Union minister KJ 
Alphons had yesterday 
requested the Centre to 
make a “one-time excep-
tion” to its 14-year policy 
of not accepting foreign 
aid in the face of natural 

calamities for Kerala.
As the row over foreign 

aid for the flood-ravaged 
southern state escalated, 
Alphons earlier in the day 
had said the NDA govern-
ment had “inherited” the 
policy of not accepting for-
eign funds for natural ca-
lamities from the previous 
UPA government.

He said the Centre’s 
stand on Kerala was a con-
vention “inherited” from 
previous governments, 
when during 2004’s devas-
tating Tsunami, then prime 
minister Manmohan Singh 
had refused aid from for-
eign countries.

Meanwhile, AICC gen-
eral secretary and former 
Kerala Chief Minister Oom-
men Chandy said the Cen-
tre’s stand on foreign aid 
was not acceptable.

“We cannot accept 
the Centre’s stand. I have 
written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi requesting 
him to remove obstacles, 
if any, to facilitate foreign 
funding for rebuilding the 
flood-ravaged state,” he 
said.

Chandy also demanded 
a judicial probe into the 
“mismanagement” from 
state government authori-
ties in opening shutters 
of dams, causing floods 
downstream.

Despite sevaral fore-
casts on excess rain, the 
state government waited to 
see the dams were filled and 
this paved the way for the 
calamity, he alleged.

The government should 
announce a judicial probe 
into it, he told reporters 
here.

New Delhi, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
The Delhi Police today 
donated Rs one crore 
for rehabilitation work 
in flood-ravaged Kerala 
which witnessed one of 
its worst deluge in close to 
a century, the police said.

As a humanitarian ges-
ture, all officers and ranks 
of Delhi Police have come 
forward and voluntarily 
contributed for the total 
amount of Rs 1 crore to 
the Prime Minister’s Na-
tional Relief Fund for aid 
to the flood victims in 
Kerala.

In a letter addressed 
to the Joint Secretary at 
the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, the Delhi Police has 
extended their support to 
the flood victims of Kerala.

“Major parts of Kerala 
state have been badly af-
fected by flood rendering 
countless number of peo-
ple homeless and desti-
tute. As members of police 
force of the capital of the 
country, it is our bounden 
duty to come forward to 
donate and contribute to 
this noble cause,” the let-
ter stated.

Heavy rains and flood-
ing have claimed 231 lives 
since August 8 in the sec-
ond spell of the monsoon.

As the flood waters 
started receding, people 
from relief camps have 
started returning to their 
homes although over 
10.40 lakh people were 
still in 2,770 camps across 
the state.

 BSF rescue and medical team assist in relief efforts in flood-affected Kerala on Friday, Aug. 24
PTI

Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa meets a delegation of Permanent Representatives to the United Nations from 
twelve countries, in New Delhi on Thursday, Aug. 23

PTI

New Delhi, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
As a blame-game erupted 
between Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala over the devastat-
ing floods, the Supreme 
Court today directed the 
panel on the Mullaperiyar 
Dam to ensure that the 
water level at the reservoir 
is maintained at 139.99 feet 
till August 31.

The Mullaperiyar Dam, 
built in 1895 on Periyar 
River in Idukki District of 
Kerala, came under the 
spotlight with the Kera-
la government accusing 
Tamil Nadu, which main-
tains the reservoir, of 
sudden release of water 
leading to unprecedented 
deluge in the state.

Kerala’s  claim was 
today rebuffed by Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister K Pal-
aniswami, who said the 
neighbouring state had 
suffered the deluge due 
to the discharge of excess 
water from 80 reservoirs 
spurred by heavy rains 
there.

The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment also filed an af-
fidavit in the apex court 
today charging Kerala with 
an “obstructionist attitude 
and non-cooperation” and 
alleging that it was helping 
illegal encroachments.

However, the top court 
steered clear of the dispute 
between Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala over the maximum 
permissible limit of water 

level of 142 ft in the dam 
as fixed by it in its 2014 
verdict and said that cur-
rently, it was concerned 
with disaster management 
and maintaining the water 
level at 139 ft to ensure that 
the flood situation does not 
worsen.

“Needless to say, the 
present writ petition has 
nothing to do with any 
kind of dispute between 
the states of Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala, but it relates 
to saving of human lives in 
the obtaining situation of 
disaster,” a bench headed 
by Chief Justice Dipak Mis-

ra said.
T h e  b e n c h ,  a l s o 

comprising Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chan-
drachud, took note of the 
submissions of Additional 
Solicitor General P S Nar-
asimha, representing the 
Centre, that the sub-com-
mittee on the dam met 
on August 23 and directed 
“maintaining the water 
level at 2 to 3 ft below the 
permitted level (of 142 ft)”.

The law officer also said 
the Chairman of the panel 
has directed that the “cur-
rent status of reservoir and 
water level is at 139.99 ft at 

Mullaperiyar dam, which 
shall be maintained till 
August 31”.

“At this juncture, we 
may direct that the Com-
mittee which has met yes-
terday, shall see to it that 
as far as practicable water 
level be maintained at the 
dam and both the states 
... shall cooperate with the 
Committee,” the bench 
ordered.

Senior advocate Shek-
har Naphade, appearing 
for Tamil Nadu, alleged 
that the plea seeking to 
lower the water level at the 
dam could be part of a “sin-

ister design” to circumvent 
the apex court’s decision 
fixing the permissible limit 
at 142 ft.

The bench said it would 
not get into the maximum 
limit as fixed by it in 2014 
but rather deal with the 
aspect of disaster manage-
ment.

It then fixed for hearing 
on September 6 the plea 
filed by Kerala resident 
Russel Joy seeking a direc-
tion to Tamil Nadu to man-
age the water level in the 
dam as the floods in Kerala 
have created a havoc.

It asked the Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka to file their 
responses to the affidavit 
filed by Kerala in the mat-
ter.

Lawyer G Prakash, the 
standing counsel for Kera-
la, said the Supreme Court 
in 2014 had fixed at 142 ft 
the maximum permissible 
water level in the dam. 

However, the Kerala 
government had then set 
up the “Dam Safety Au-
thority” and fixed the max-
imum limit at 136 ft, the 
apex court had set aside 
the decision of the state 
government, the lawyer 
said. 

The 18th century dam’s 
full reservoir level stands at 
152 ft and the limit of 142 ft 
has been fixed keeping in 
view its safety.

In 2007, an experts 
panel had submitted a re-

port to the Kerala govern-
ment saying there were 
chances of the dam break-
ing if the water level was 
raised beyond 136 feet.

A 2009 report by IIT 
Roorkee had also stated 
that the dam “was likely to 
face damage if an earth-
quake of the magnitude 
of 6.5 on the Richter scale 
struck its vicinity when the 
water level is at 136 feet”. 

In 2012, a 5-member 
Supreme Court-empow-
ered Committee headed 
by former Chief Justice of 
India A S Anand on the 
Mullaperiyar Dam had 
submitted its report to the 
top court, focussing on all 
aspects of the 123-year-old 
dam and its safety. 

The Kerala government 
had yesterday told the apex 
court that the sudden re-
lease of water from the 
Mullaperiyar Dam by the 
Tamil Nadu government 
was one of the reasons for 
the devastating deluge in 
the state.

It had said that out of a 
total population of about 
3.48 crore, more than 54 
lakh or one sixth of the 
population of Kerala, had 
been directly affected by 
the floods.

The top court had ear-
lier ordered the disaster 
management panel of the 
Mullaperiyar Dam to ur-
gently decide on lowering 
the water level.

Rahul likens RSS to radical Islamist group 
Muslim Brotherhood; BJP hits back
London/New Delhi, Aug. 
24 (PTI): Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi today 
likened the RSS to the radi-
cal Islamist outfit Muslim 
Brotherhood, drawing a 
stinging condemnation 
from the BJP which ac-
cused him of acting as a 
“contract killer” of the idea 
called India and demanded 
an apology.

Stepping up his attack 
on the Rashtriya Swayam-
sewak Sangh (RSS) on for-
eign soil, Gandhi also al-
leged that the ideological 
mentor of the BJP is trying 
to “change” the nature of 
India and “capture” its in-
stitutions.

The Muslim Brother-
hood is the oldest political 
Islamist group in the Arab 
world. It is banned and de-
clared as a terrorist organi-
sation by the governments 
of several countries.

“The RSS is trying to 
change the nature of India. 
Other parties haven’t tried 
to capture India’s institu-
tions.

“The RSS’ idea is simi-
lar to the idea of Muslim 
Brotherhood in the Arab 

Congress President Rahul Gandhi in a panel at International Institute 
for Strategic Studies (IISS), in London on Friday, Aug. 24

PTI

Foreign affairs 

world,” Gandhi said at the 
International Institute of 
Strategic Studies, a Lon-
don-based think-tank.

Gandhi targeted the 
RSS for the second straight 
day during his overseas 
tour of Germany and the 
United Kingdom.

Gandhi yesterday said 
that while his party binds 
the people of India, the 
BJP-RSS divides them and 
spreads hatred, He also al-

leged that women have no 
place in the RSS where they 
are treated as “second-class 
citizens”.

He made these re-
marks while addressing 
the Indian diaspora at a 
function organised by the 
Indian Overseas Congress 
in Berlin.

B J P  s p o k e s p e r s o n 
Sambit Patra said the likes 
of President Ram Nath 
Kovind, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and former 
prime minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, who died last 
week, have a RSS back-
ground and Gandhi’s com-
parison of the organisation 
with an Islamist outfit is 
“unforgivable”.

Addressing a news 
conference in Delhi, Pat-
ra demanded immediate 
apology from the Congress 
president for likening the 
choice of Indians in an 
election with an organisa-
tion which, the BJP leader 
added, is declared a terror 
outfit in many countries.

He asked if Gandhi has 
taken a ‘supari’ (contract 
for killing) for India.

“Stop this job of acting 
as a contract killer of the 
idea called India,” he said.

Instead of being a 
proud Indian leader on 
foreign countries, the Con-
gress president has been 
attempting to insult and 
belittle India abroad, he 
alleged.

“India is asking you is 
some terrorist organisation 
ruling India? It is a demo-
cratically elected govern-
ment. Is this government, 
is this choice of people of 
India for a terror organisa-
tion,” he asked.

Patra said Gandhi has 
no maturity and under-
standing whatsoever of 
India and has no leadership 
quality.

The only quality he 
has, the BJP leader said, is 
hatred towards Modi, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and the RSS and his irre-
sponsible and immature 
remarks were an outcome 
of this.

The “frustration” shown 
by the Congress leader 
ahead of next year’s Lok 
Sabha polls is similar to his 
party’s desperation in 2013 
ahead of the general elec-
tions in 2014 when it had 
allegedly accused the RSS 
of running terror camps 
and coined the term “Hin-
du terrorism”, Patra said.

“Why you have such 
hatred for democracy... 
Why you hate Hindus?” he 
asked.

What Gandhi has said 
will be headlines in Paki-
stan’s media tomorrow, he 
claimed, and alleged that 
the Congress president 
had an sense of entitle-
ment and could not toler-
ate Modi as prime minister 
as he came from a poor 
background and a back-
ward community.



Rohingya refugees cross the Naf River with an improvised raft to reach to Bangladesh in Teknaf, Bangladesh, on November 12, 2017.

Some 390,000 people are still displaced after a series of earthquakes in Indonesia in July and August.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel

Sri Lanka’s ex-president Mahinda Rajapakse

Scott Morrison is new Australian 
PM after Malcolm Turnbull’s ouster

No fast-track NATO membership 
for Georgia, says Angela Merkel

Britain will support UN fight 
against IS — Foreign secretary

Raging forest fire bears down on German villages

Sri Lanka court begins probing Rajapakse-era graft

Indonesian earthquake death toll reaches 555

Asean lawmakers seek ICC trial of crimes against Rohingyas
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Canberra, Aug. 24 (IANS): 
Former treasurer Scott 
Morrison, one of the ar-
chitects of Australia’s tough 
immigration policy, was 
sworn in as the country’s 
new Prime Minister follow-
ing the ouster of Malcolm 
Turnbull from the post 
amid growing discontent 
and a revolt of the ruling 
Liberal Party conservatives.

Turnbull’s dismissal 
came after a week of tur-
moil, as the nation watched 
the ruling party tear itself 
apart over ideological dif-
ferences. A row over energy 
policy ignited long-existing 
tensions between Turnbull, 
a moderate, and his party’s 
conservative wing.

He had also been un-
der pressure due to poor 
polling and described the 
development as an “in-
surgency” by conservative 
MPs, the BBC reported.

A member of the Liberal 
Party’s conservative faction 
and former Immigration 
Minister, Morrison won an 
internal ballot 45-40 over 
former Home Affairs Min-
ister Peter Dutton, who had 
been Turnbull’s most vocal 
threat.

Minister for the Envi-
ronment and Energy, Josh 
Frydenberg, was elected as 
Deputy Prime Minister.

Morrison is a social 
conservative and devout 
Pentecostal Christian who 
voted against same-sex 
marriage in Parliament in 
2017 and took a hardline 
stance as Minister for Im-
migration and Border Pro-
tection in 2013-2014. 

He was sworn in by 
Governor-General Peter 
Cosgrove and assured sta-

AP/PTI
Treasurer of Australia Scott Morrison (center) arrives for a party meeting in Canberra, Australia, on August 24. 

bility and unity during a 
press conference.

“Now, our job (...) is to 
ensure that we not only 
bring our party back to-
gether, which has been 
bruised and battered this 
week, but that will enable 
us to ensure we bring the 

Parliament back together, 
that we can continue to 
work to ensure that our 
country stays close to-
gether,” Morrison said 
alongside his deputy, Josh 
Frydenberg.

Frydenberg was sworn 
in as treasurer.

Mo r r i s o n  s a i d  h i s 
government will focus 
on keeping the economy 
strong and Australians safe, 
adding that his priority will 
be to tackle the country’s 
severe drought.

He also said he will offer 
positions in his govern-

Jakarta, Aug. 24 (IANS): A 
group of parliamentarians 
from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) on Friday urged 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) to try those 
responsible for alleged 
crimes against the ethnic 
Rohingya community in 
Myanmar.

A statement by the 
Asean Parliamentarians 
for Human Rights (APHR), 
signed by at least 130 of its 
members, called on the 
UN Security Council to 
begin the process, given 
that the ICC does not have 
jurisdiction in Myanmar 
and would need an initia-
tive by the UN, Efe news 
reported.

“One year has passed 
since the Myanmar mili-

tary launched its murder-
ous operation in Rakhine 
state, yet we are no closer 
to seeing those responsible 
brought to justice,” said 
APHR Chairperson Charles 
Santiago, a member of the 
Malaysian Parliament.

“As Myanmar is clearly 
both unwilling and unable 
to investigate itself, we are 
now at a stage where the 
international community 
must step in to ensure ac-
countability,” he added.

Saturday marks one 
year since Myanmar’s 
security forces cracked 
down after Rohingya reb-
els attacked government 
outposts in Rakhine state, 
triggering an exodus of at 
least 700,000 members of 
the mostly-Muslim com-
munity to neighbouring 

ment to Dutton and for-
mer Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop. The new leader will 
announce the make-up of 
his government in the com-
ing week.

Turnbull’s position was 
thrown into doubt earlier 
this week as a right-wing 
faction in the party refused 
to support his climate 
change policy. Despite 
backpedalling on the bill, 
he found his leadership in 
crisis.

Friday’s chaos began 
when a party meeting was 
convened after Turnbull re-
ceived a petition letter with 
signatures of the majority 
of Liberal MPs. He had ear-
lier said that if a leadership 
vote was called after receiv-
ing the petition, he would 
not stand as a candidate 
on the ballot. He agreed to 
step down.

Turnbull was first chal-
lenged by Dutton on Tues-
day, but the latter’s nar-
row defeat in the first vote 
only stoked further discord. 
Morrison later entered the 
race after Turnbull lost key 
backers.

Turnbull has signalled 
he would resign from Par-
liament, which would force 
a by-election and poten-
tially put the government’s 
one-seat majority at risk 
and force the new Premier 
to call early elections.

However, Morrison said 
there were no plans to do 
that.

No Australian Prime 
Minister has managed to 
complete his term since 
2007 due to internal power 
struggles both in the Liber-
al-National coalition and in 
the Labour Party.

Tbilisi, Aug. 24 (AFP): German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel on Friday ruled out any 
fast-track NATO membership for Geor-
gia, ten years after the alliance’s leaders 
pledged the ex-Soviet nation would join 
the club.

“I do not see Georgia’s prompt acces-
sion to NATO (membership), this is the 
position of Germany,” Merkel said during 
a meeting with students at the Tbilisi State 
University in the Georgian capital.

“Things come gradually,” she said of 
the country’s NATO integration during the 
first leg of her regional trip to the South 

Caucasus.
At a summit in Bucharest in 2008, 

NATO leaders said Georgia would become 
a NATO member at some point, but - un-
der pressure from Merkel and France’s 
then-president Nicolas Sarkozy - refused 
to put the tiny Black Sea nation on a for-
mal membership path.

Georgia’s bid to join the 29-nation 
military alliance has infuriated its Soviet-
era master Russia.

Years of increasing tensions culmi-
nated in August 2008 with a brief war 
over Georgia’s Moscow-backed separatist 
regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia.

The war - which saw Russian troops 
routing Georgia’s small military in just 
five days - claimed the lives of hundreds 
of people from both sides.

After the conflict, Russia recognised 
the two enclaves as independent states 
and stationed permanent military bases 
there.

The move constitutes “an occupation 
of 20 per cent of Georgia’s territory and a 
great injustice,” Merkel told students.

In a symbolic move, Merkel on Friday 
also went to the administrative boundary 
with South Ossetia, where Russian border 
guards have set up barbed wire fences.

On Friday evening, she will travel to 
Armenia and on Saturday to Azerbaijan, 
where she will encourage “a peaceful and 
consensual solution” to the two countries’ 
long-running territorial conflict over the 
Nagorny Karabakh region, her office has 
said.

United Nations, Aug. 24 
(IANS): British Foreign Sec-
retary Jeremy Hunt has said 
Britain will fully support the 
UN’s efforts to fight against 
the Islamic State (IS).

Speaking to reporters on 
Thursday before proceed-
ing to preside over a UN 
Security Council meeting on 
the threats to international 
peace and security caused 
by terrorist acts, Hunt, 

whose country holds the 
Council presidency in Au-
gust, said that “Britain wants 
to give every support to the 
UN in its efforts to continue 
a successful fight against the 
IS,” Xinhua reported.

Hunt noted that Britain 
will also support the UN “to 
find new ways to prevent the 
re-emergence of the military 
capabilities” of the terrorist 
group.

The foreign secretary 
noted that the military ac-
tion “has been very success-
ful” in driving the IS from 
“practically old territory” in 
Syria and Iraq.

However, he warned 
that in spite of the suc-
cess, the terrorist group has 
evolved into a terrorist net-
work, which still has “attrac-
tion” to followers in many 
countries.

Berlin, Aug. 24 (AFP): A large forest fire 
raging 50 kilometres (30 miles) south-
west of Berlin continued to spread 
early Friday after hundreds of people 
were evacuated from their homes.

The smell of acrid smoke reached 
as far away as the capital as more than 
400 hectares (1,000 acres) of woodland 
burned outside the city of Potsdam.

Around 600 people were told to 
leave their homes in three villages in 
Brandenburg state late Thursday as 
about 300 firefighters battled the blaze 
from the air with water-bombing he-

licopters.
“Our main goal remains to protect 

the evacuated areas from the flames,” 
local official Christian Stein told DPA 
news agency.

“We haven’t been able to push back 
the fire yet but no building has been 
affected.”

Efforts to contain the fire were 
complicated because the affected 
terrain is still littered with munitions 
from World War II, regional emergency 
response coordinator Michael Knape 
told public broadcaster RBB.

He called the situation “dramatic”, 
saying there had already been small 
explosions from ordnance buried in 
the ground.

An enduring drought and heat-
wave have left European rural areas 
particularly vulnerable to wildfires, 
which wrought devastation in Greece 
and Sweden earlier this summer.

As the flames came within 100 me-
tres of one of the German villages, resi-
dents were told to take only the most 
essential belongings like medication 
and documents before fleeing.

Colombo, Aug. 24 (AFP): 
Former Sri Lankan president 
Mahinda Rajapakse’s chief 
of staff was indicted Friday 
for embezzling millions of 
dollars from a state insur-
ance firm.

A new court set up to in-
vestigate major corruption 
began its work by hearing 
the case against Rajapakse’s 
top aide Gamini Senarath 
and three others accused 
of siphoning off 500 million 
rupees (US$3 million).

The four took the money 
during the construction of a 
hotel in the capital Colombo 
that was meant to be man-
aged by the Hyatt group, 
prosecutors said.

Sri Lanka’s government 
announced in May the cre-

Jakarta, Aug. 24 (AFP): 
A string of deadly earth-
quakes that rocked Indo-
nesia’s Lombok island this 
summer killed 555 people 
and injured nearly 1,500, 
the disaster agency said 
Friday, with hundreds of 
thousands left homeless.

The picturesque island 
next to holiday hotspot 
Bali was hit by two deadly 
quakes on July 29 and Au-
gust 5. On Sunday it was 
shaken by a string of fresh 
tremors and aftershocks, 
with the strongest measur-
ing 6.9 magnitude.

Indonesia’s disaster 
agency said Friday most of 
the deaths occurred in the 
northern part of Lombok, 
with several also killed in 
neighbouring Sumbawa 
island.

Many victims were 
killed by falling debris as 
the tremors rippled across 
the island, causing wide-
spread devastation. Whole 
communities were flat-
tened, leaving cracked 
streets lined with rubble, 
caved-in roofs and col-
lapsed buildings.

About 390,000 people 
remain displaced after the 
quakes, the disaster agen-
cy said.

Aid organisations have 
vowed to step up humani-
tarian assistance on the 

Bangladesh.
The UN and human 

rights organizations re-
ported numerous times 
that there was a clear evi-
dence of abuse, with the 
UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights describ-
ing it as “ethnic cleansing”, 
bearing all the “hallmarks 
of genocide”. 

Sa n t i a g o  s a i d  t h e 
security forces “killed 
thousands of Rohingyas, 
burned their villages to the 
ground and committed 
widespread sexual vio-
lence”.

UN Special Envoy to 
Myanmar, Christine Schra-
ner Burgener, earlier called 
for bringing the perpetra-
tors of the crimes against 
Rohingyas to justice.

Myanmar’s State Coun-

sellor and Nobel Peace 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi 
has either played down 
or denied most of the ac-
cusations by international 
organizations and rights 
groups.

In November 2017, 
Myanmar and Bangladesh 
signed an agreement to 
repatriate the Rohingya 
refugees within two years, 
but the process, which was 
supposed to have started 
in January this year, is yet 
to commence.

Myanmar does not rec-
ognize Rohingyas as citi-
zens and considers them 
Bangladeshi immigrants. 
The country subjects them 
to various forms of dis-
crimination, including re-
strictions on their freedom 
of movement.

island as devastated resi-
dents struggle in makeshift 
displacement camps.

They warned that ac-
cess to food, shelter and 
clean water has been in-
sufficient for some resi-
dents displaced by the di-
sasters.

“We’ve deployed troops 
to isolated villages that are 
difficult to reach,” disaster 
agency spokesman Sutopo 

Purwo Nugroho said in a 
statement.

“There are many vil-
lages ... that are hard to 
access with motorbikes. 
Some aid has to be deliv-
ered on foot.”

Rebuilding costs are 
estimated to top seven 
trillion rupiah (US$478 
million).

Indonesia sits on the 
so-called Pacific “Ring of 

Fire”, where tectonic plates 
collide and many of the 
world’s volcanic eruptions 
and earthquakes occur.

In 2004, a massive 9.1 
magnitude quake struck 
off the coast of Suma-
tra and triggered a tsu-
nami that killed 220,000 
throughout the region, 
including 168,000 in Indo-
nesia alone.

ation of a special court to ac-
celerate high-profile cases, 
following criticism of the 
slow pace of justice since 
President Maithripala Siris-
ena came to power in 2015.

He had pledged to pun-
ish members of the former 
administration accused of 
stealing vast sums during 

Rajapakse’s decade-long 
rule.

Stringent security was in 
force on Friday at the court, 
which released all four men 
on bail of 1.1 million rupees 
each.

The judges also allowed 
a defence plea for more time 
to study the indictments 

and fixed the next hearing 
for Sep 19.

Rajapakse’s top civil ser-
vant, Lalith Weeratunga, has 
already been convicted of 
misappropriating US$4 mil-
lion and sentenced to three 
years in prison.

Two of the former presi-
dent’s three sons have also 
been charged with money-
laundering and other rela-
tives face corruption allega-
tions.

Rajapakse was ques-
tioned by police last week in 
connection with the abduc-
tion and torture of a journal-
ist in 2008.

The ex-president denies 
any wrongdoing and has ac-
cused the new government 
of a witch-hunt.
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Tetseo Sisters

Rattle & Hum Band 

Muno Shiu

Colored Keys Representatives from Kerala community

Bollywood actress Parineeti Chopra has been roped in as 
the face of contemporary ethnic fashion brand Rangriti by 
Biba Apparels Pvt Ltd. “I am glad to partner with Rangriti 
on its journey in creating Indian fashion that appeals to 
women across age groups and genres,” said the actress in 
a statement. The brand is set to launch its new campaign 
‘Your World, your stage’ with Parineeti this festive season. 
It will encourage women to be themselves and feel like a 
star on their own stage.

N
aga musician 
commu-
nity created 
a common 
ground for 

a noble cause as people 
converged at The Herit-
age in the state capital 
Kohima on Friday evening 
to support the Rattle & 
Hum Music Society raise 
funds for the Kerala flood 
victims through music. 

Two members from 
the Kerala community 
working in the state also 
performed Onam festival 
song on stage. The duo 
talked about the beauti-
ful God’s own country 
Kerala and paid tribute to 
the flood victims back in 
Kerala. 

The musicians who 
took the stage had one 
thing to convey -common 
cause and their music to 
be heard through them. 

Various artists and 
performers featuring 
Lords of Rock, Tetseo Sis-
ters, Colored Keys, Ethnic 
Future, Rattle & Hum 
Band and Muno Shiu per-
formed for the fund raise 
concert.

Hundreds of people 
in and around Kohima 
converged at The Herit-
age despite the inclement 
weather to show their love 
and concern for the cause. 

Rattle & Hum Music 
society advisor Abu Metha 
said the event was a spon-
taneous outcome of the 
Naga musicians wanting 
to do something for Kerala 
and Rattle & Hum was just 
a platform for them. 

While appreciating 
the audience who turned 
up for the event, he said 
‘we are a small state but 
through this platform we 
can be heard’. 

Metha said the  fund 
raise may not be a big 
outcome but every rupee 
counts as the contribution 

M
usic legend 
Elton John’s 
biopic 
“Rocket-
man”, 

starring Taron Egerton, has 
been delayed by two weeks.

The film, which was 
earlier scheduled to 

release on May 17, 2019, 
will now hit the theatres on 
May 31, 2019, according to 
The Hollywood Reporter.

Egerton, 28, is portray-
ing the legendary singer 
in the Dexter Fletcher-di-
rected film which will focus 
on John’s emergence as a 

prodigy at the Royal Acad-
emy of Music to becoming 
a music superstar and his 
partnership with songwrit-
ing collaborator Bernie 
Taupin.

Matthew Vaughn and 
his Marv Films is produc-
ing the film along with John 

and his Rocket Pictures 
partner David Furnish.

The film’s cast includes 
Jamie Bell, Richard Mad-
den, Bryce Dallas Howard 
and Gemma Jones.

Vaughn and Egerton 
have teamed on both 
“Kingsman” films and on 

“Eddie the Eagle,” which 
Fletcher directed with 
Egerton starring.

Fletcher and Vaughn 
have previously worked 
together on “Lock, Stock 
And Two Smoking Barrels” 
and “Layer Cake”.

PTI

Nagaland 4 Kerala concert: 
Naga musicians raise fund

5.30 PM ALPHA (Eng) 2D

12:00 PM,  8:00 PM
HAPPY PHIR 

BHAGJAYEGI (Hindi) 

3:00 PM
GENIUS (Hindi) 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150, Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Parineeti Chopra named brand 
ambassador of Rangriti

 

D
imapur Youth Fest 2018, 
under the theme ‘Youth 
towards a Progressive So-
ciety’ is underway here at 
DDSC stadium, Dimapur. 

Organised by Ethnic Group of Naga-
land (EGoN) in collaboration with M/s 
MW Enterprise, the fest was officially 
inaugurated by Naga Hoho president 
Chuba Ozukum as the special guest on 
Fri. Aug. 24.

Speaking on the occasion, Ozukum 
said that though not everyone who 
would be participating in the events 
during the two-day programme would 
come first, coming together and partici-
pation matters.

Touching diverse topics in his 
speech from digital media to menacing 
presence of corruption in the society, he 
said that it is time that the youths should 
work hard for bringing peace and with 

peace everything else will fall together 
but to attain peace there is a need to 
eliminate corruption.

Ozukum was also critical of the 
youths spewing negativity on social me-
dia and observed that the youths are not 
appreciative of anything and are always 
ready for criticism.

During the programme, the 17 
contestants competing for the crown 
of Miss Dimapur 2018 put up a vibrant 
show. Besides, it also had the presence of 
Nagaland Motorcycle Club led by Chief 
Sanen Jamir.

The inaugural programme was 
chaired by EGoN general secretary Wa-
tila Rashmi and invocation prayer was 
pronounced by John Mission Ministry, 
Dimapur Pastor Yanger Aier. The fest will 
culminate on August 25 with the crown-
ing of Miss Dimapur 2018. 

EMN

EGoN’s Dimapur Youth Fest 2018 
towards progressive society opens 

Elton John’s biopic ‘Rocketman’ postponed by two weeks

was from the heart, the 
love and gesture shown 
from Nagaland. 

“Music is our strength 
and we are recognised for 
that. This is Nagaland the 
other part of the state 
need to know” said 
Metha. 

The event 

organised by the Rattle & 
Hum Music Society Naga-
land in collaboration with 
the government of Naga-
land with Decibel sound 
system, Life Pro solution 

and Synergy Group 
Enterprise as 

the event 
partners, calls 

for support and help from 
the citizens of Nagaland to 
reach out to the people of 
Kerala who are suffering 
from monsoon catastro-
phe.

The concert goers 
donated their own free 
will at the venue, while 
the donation will be open 

till August 30, for direct 
contribution, one can 
contact 8837346067. Bank 
and online contributions 
can also be made to Rattle 
& Hum Music Society, A/C 
No: 1147102000001748 
IFSC-IBKL0001147, IDBI 
Bank Ltd, Kohima Branch. 

Our Correspondent 

T
he ‘Only Human’ singer and 
the former One Direction hunk 
- who have 17-month-old son 
Bear together - announced they 
had made the “tough decision” 

to end their two-year romance last month 
and, although they’ve had a little more 
time to come to terms with it, Liam has 
admitted he’s finding the break up tough.

Speaking on the Official Vodafone Big 
Top 40, he said: “Yeah, no I’m feeling ok, 
I’m a bit fragile at times. No I’m alright you 
know, it’s been ok. Obviously there’s a lot 
of stuff I’ve still got to sort out with my life 
but...

“You’re tryna like, you break up and 
like obviously we’ve broken up and then 
it was like a couple of days or a couple 
of weeks before we actually like put 
the announcement out and that’s 
the bit when it really hits home I 
guess but at the same point it’s like 
breaking up twice like, we already 
did this once and now I’m having 
to go through all of that again just 
because...”

The 24-year-old singer has also hinted 
that he wasn’t the 
one who initiated 
the split as he 
has admitted 
the decision to 
separate was 

“unexpected.”
He explained: “I didn’t really expect any 

of this obviously and it’s difficult. I think 
sometimes people need to remember that 
behind all those statements and things 
there are actually people who are going 
through the same sort of stuff that you go 
through whether they’re famous, rich or 
whatever they are, it doesn’t matter.”

Although Liam has thrown himself 
into his music since splitting from the 
35-year-old pop star, his emotions have af-
fected his long-awaited debut solo album.

He said recently: “I have enough songs 
for it and was ready to put it out.

“But I kind of feel like 
some of the songs I’m 

not ready to put out 
right now with the 

way I’m feeling. I 
don’t know.

femalefirst.
co.uk

Liam Payne feels ‘fragile’ after split

S
inger-actress Jennifer Lopez is 
auctioning the wardrobe from 
her TV show “Shades of Blue” 
in an effort to raise money for 
Puerto Rico.

The “On the floor” singer partnered 
with the Hispanic Federation and the 
UNIDOS Disaster Relief and Recovery Pro-
gramme for the auction, reports dailymail.
co.uk. 

According to a report in TMZ, the funds 
raised will go to “struggling communities in 
Puerto Rico that were decimated from Hurri-
cane Maria last year”.

The auction is currently taking place on 
Screenbid - a website dedicated to selling off 
costumes and other collectibles from hit shows 
and movies. 

Items available include Lopez’s camel pants 
and silk striped blouse, her olive jacket and jeans 
outfit, and her parka, as well as hundreds of oth-
ers. 

Each piece has starting bids of $50, and the 
“wardrobe is expected to fetch thousands of dol-
lars each”.

The auction comes to a close on September 9.
The final episode of “Shades of Blue” aired on 

August 19. The actress can still be seen on televi-
sion judging “World of Dance”, season one 
of which was aired in India on Zee Cafe.

IANS
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Fred

Chelsea’s Eden Hazard is set to start against Newcastle this weekend.

Jonny Bairstow 

Virat Kohli

Kohli ready to emulate Bradman 
in great India comeback

Bairstow may play as specialist 
batsman in fourth test

United must beat Spurs to 
keep pace with rivals — Fred

We are still Force India, says new team boss

Hazard is here to stay says Sarri as Chelsea star eyes first start

Sevilla beat Olomouc in Europa League qualifier

Red Bull deny approach to Alonso for 2019

London, Aug. 24 (Reuters): 
Only one team in the his-
tory of test cricket has won 
a five-match series from 
2-0 down but India have 
an opportunity to emulate 
Don Bradman’s Australians 
of 1936-37 after fighting 
back against England.

Just don’t mention the 
outlandish idea to India’s 
coach Ravi Shastri.

“1936-37? I wasn’t even 
born, man! Why are you 
reminding me of 36-37?,” 
boomed Shastri in Not-
tingham on Wednesday 
after his side’s emphatic 
victory had reduced their 
series deficit to 2-1 and 
prompted excitable ques-
tioning.

“One match at a time, 
we live in the present, 
okay? One game at a time. 
We move to Southampton 
and start afresh. Take a 
fresh guard. 2018,” added 
the coach, in his finest 
dead bat mode of old.

The man who could 
bore for India with the bat 
has another cavalier side 
to him, though. A guy who 
also once belted six sixes 
in an over — and in an 
era long before Twenty20 
bashes — can keep the lid 
on the hype but Shastri 
knows his men must attack 
this once-in-a-lifetime 
chance with gusto.

His players were on 
a roll as England’s bats-
men just rolled over at 
Trent Bridge. He purred at 
watching what he felt was 
“by far” the best Indian 
pace attack he’d seen. And, 
above all, he trusted in his 
captain marvel Virat Kohli.

When the matchless 
Bradman, in his first series 
as Australia’s captain, went 
two down in those 1936-
37 Ashes, he responded 
with a monumental 270 at 
Melbourne that set up their 
third test win.

Kohli’s 200 runs at Trent 
Bridge — the second time 
in the series he had com-
piled a double century of 
runs in the match, follow-
ing his defiant effort in a 
losing cause at Edgbaston 
— provided the same im-
petus for his side, continu-
ing a series in which he has 
underlined his own great-
ness as a batsman.

So what happens next? 

In Bradman’s case, further 
epic captain’s innings — 
212 at Adelaide and 169 
back in Melbourne — laid 
the foundations of the 3-2 
comeback win.

Yet while “The Don” 
was always in a world of 
his own, Kohli has his own 
Bradmanesque air at the 
moment.

“His work ethic is sec-
ond to none. I haven’t seen 
any cricketer — I’ll put 
Tendulkar in that bracket 
— when it comes to prepa-
ration, in the way he visu-
alises situations, the way 
he goes about planning 
what he plans to do,” Shas-
tri said.

“I promise you, Virat 
will forget these two in-
nings now and take guard 
again as if he hadn’t scored 
a run in the series.”
Great Tendulkar
Being ranked alongside 
the great Sachin Tendulkar 
would not so long ago have 
been considered almost 
unthinkable in India - now, 
though, it is accepted as a 
matter of routine.

Some good judges 
even believe Kohli is actu-
ally surpassing India’s little 
masters, Tendulkar and 
Sunil Gavaskar, now that he 
has conquered what they 
considered his last hurdle 
of thriving in English con-

ditions.
In one area, there can 

be no argument. Kohli paid 
tribute to Tendulkar after 
India’s 2011 World Cup 
win, saying: “He has car-
ried the burden of our na-
tion on his shoulders for 
the past 21 years. So it is 
time that we carried him.”

Now it is Kohli carry-
ing the same burden and 
doing so beautifully. The 
Trent Bridge 200 took his 
tally for the series to 440, 
including two centuries, 
and returned him to the 
top of the ICC test rankings 
for batsmen.

With two tests left — 
the next starts at South-
ampton on Aug. 30 — Koh-
li, who has scored more 
test runs (726) than anyone 
in 2018, needs six more 
to top 6,000 in tests and if 
he does so in the first in-
nings, he will have reached 
the landmark in his 119th 
knock. Tendulkar took 120.

He could also go on to 
overhaul Rahul Dravid’s 
tally of 602 runs, the most 
by an Indian in a series in 
England.

Yet it is a measure of 
the way the 29-year-old 
has matured from tyro 
batsman into inspirational 
leader that the collective 
feat of India completing a 
cricket comeback for the 
ages would mean far more 
to him than more indi-
vidual laurels.

“We definitely believe 
we can if we play cricket 
like this,” said the man 
who looks as if he could 
achieve anything if he 
keeps batting like this.

London, Aug. 24 (Reuters): 
England wicketkeeper Jon-
ny Bairstow could play as 
a specialist batsman in the 
fourth test against India if 
he is cleared to return from 
a broken finger, head coach 
Trevor Bayliss said.

Bairstow fractured his 
left middle finger after be-
ing struck by the ball while 
keeping on day three of 
England’s third test defeat 
at Trent Bridge on Monday, 
putting his participation in 
the match in Southamp-
ton starting on Aug. 30 in 
doubt.

“We have got to check 
with the medical guys in 
the next few days. They’re 
suggesting he may not be 
able to keep but might be 
able to bat. We’ll have to see 
how it responds,” Bayliss 
told the British media.

England cal led up 
Hampshire batsman James 
Vince as cover on Thursday 
and wicketkeeper-bats-

man Jos Buttler could once 
again take over behind the 
stumps if Bairstow can-
not recover in time. Bayliss 
said Bairstow could also be 
asked to give up keeping 
duties completely after his 
injury has fully healed, to 
help him focus on his bat-
ting higher up the order.

“That’ll be the hard 
thing, trying to convince 
Jonny,” Bayliss added. “That 
will be a decision that is 
taken from the team point 

of view. He is a world-class 
batter, we know that, one 
of the difficult things might 
be convincing Jonny of that.

“If that was the way we 
went, it would certainly 
be a deep conversation. 
Jonny’s a reasonable bloke... 
we know he wants to keep 
but there would be a lot of 
explaining and chatting.”

India’s victory at Trent 
Bridge saw them cut the 
hosts’ lead to 2-1 in the five-
match series.

London, Aug. 24 (Reuters): 
Manchester United must 
beat Tottenham Hotspur 
at Old Trafford on Monday 
to overcome the surprise 
loss to Brighton and Hove 
Albion and keep pace with 
their Premier League rivals, 
midfielder Fred has said.

United crashed to a 
3-2 defeat at Brighton last 
weekend to lose some early 
ground to defending cham-
pions Manchester City, as 
well as title contenders 
Liverpool, Tottenham and 
Chelsea, who all have 100 
percent records after two 

Olomouc (Czech Republic), Aug. 24 (IANS): 
Sevilla prevailed 1-0 over Sigma Olomouc 
in the first leg of a Europa League qualify-
ing tie.

The visitors could count them-
selves lucky to come away with the 
victory here on Thursday after 
turning in a sub-par perfor-
mance, but remain the favor-
ites to qualify for a tournament 
that they have won a record 
five times, reports Efe news 
agency.

Sevilla coach Pablo Machin 
made some changes to his usual 
starting 11, notably including 
just-acquired Maxime Gona-
lons, and the Spanish 
side never looked com-
fortable in the first half.

Di s o rg a n i s a t i o n 
on the Sevilla back line 
created plenty of chances for 
Sigma and the hosts could 
have led 2-0 at the half if they were better 
at finishing.

The same lack of coordination plagued 
Sevilla on the attack.

The hosts diminished in pace and 
intensity in the second half, yet Se-

villa continued to struggle and Sigma 
threatened on several occasions.

As the match entered the 
final 25 minutes, Machin 
made changes, sending in 
Andre Silva and Jesus Navas 

t o replace Nolito and Aleix Vidal, 
respectively, and Sevilla’s play 
improved.

Gonalons forced Sigma 
goalkeeper Buchta to make 

a stop in the 75th minute and 
the resulting corner led to two 

chances in quick succes-
sion for Muriel, but noth-
ing came of it.

As the match ap-
peared destined to end 

0-0, a great pass from Silva 
found Pablo Sarabia in scoring 

position the forward converted in the 84th 
minute.

London, Aug. 24 (AFP): 
Eden Hazard is set to make 
his first Chelsea start this 
season against Newcastle 
on Sunday after Blues man-
ager Maurizio Sarri insisted 
there is no chance of the 
Belgian star being sold.

Hazard has been the 
subject of interest from Real 
Madrid amid talk of a pos-
sible £200 million ($257 mil-
lion) bid before the Spanish 
transfer window closes next 
week.

But Sarri is adamant the 
Chelsea playmaker won’t 
follow in the footsteps of his 
compatriot Thibaut Cour-
tois’s move from Stamford 
Bridge to Real earlier this 
month.

After using Hazard as 
a substitute for Chelsea’s 
Premier League wins over 
Huddersfield and Arsenal 
while he recovered from 
his World Cup exertions, 
Sarri is set to start the mid-
fielder at St James’ Park this 
weekend.

“I think Eden is ready 
for 50 or 60 minutes, I don’t 
know for 90 minutes, but he 
can start,” Sarri told report-
ers on Friday.

“I am the coach of a 

very good team, a very great 
club, and so I think with 
such an important player 
I cannot sell without the 
possibility to buy another 
player at the same level.

“So I think Eden will 
stay with us for the whole 
season.”

The long-term futures 
of Chelsea duo Ruben Lof-
tus-Cheek and Gary Cahill 
remain unclear however, 
with Sarri revealing he has 
held talks with both.

England midfielder 
Loftus-Cheek was left out 
of the squad against Ar-
senal last weekend, but 
Sarri will keep him at Stam-
ford Bridge at least until 
the next transfer window 
opens.

“It was only a decision 
about the positions I chose 
to put on the bench to 
win,” Sarri added.

“I have spoken with 
him twice this week, after I 
spoke to the club, so I think 
that Loftus-Cheek will re-
main with us.

“We can speak again 
about his situation, but 
only in December.”

England defender Ca-
hill has yet to figure in the 

Spa-Francorchamps (Bel-
gium), Aug. 24 (Reuters): 
Force India fans should 
continue to refer to the 
Formula One team by its 
old name despite the out-
fit’s rebirth as a new mid-
season entry with no Indian 
involvement, boss Otmar 
Szafnauer said on Friday.

The governing FIA an-
nounced on Thursday that 
Sahara Force India had 
become Racing Point Force 
India after an asset sale by 
administrators to a con-
sortium led by Canadian 
billionaire Lawrence Stroll.

The switch means the 
old team, that was co-
owned by previous princi-
pal Vijay Mallya and India’s 
Sahara Group, effectively 
ceased to exist with the loss 
of all their 2018 constructor 
points.

The transformation will 
also mean a considerable 
financial hit through the 
loss of prize money.

Szafnauer told Reuters 
at the Belgian Grand Prix 
that the new team was now 
sanctioned by Britain’s mo-

torsport governing body, 
rather than India’s, but ev-
erything else remained the 
same for the time being.

“The chassis name re-
mains Force India,” he said.

“It’s the same car, same 
sponsors, same people, 
same assets that were pur-
chased and I think continu-
ity of the name is something 
the Formula One Group 
want so that it doesn’t con-
fuse the fans.

“If the car looks the 
same, and has the same 
sponsors and same people 
and same drivers but you 

call it something different, 
that can be a bit confusing.

“So we will stay Force 
India until the end of the 
year and then we decide 
what to call it thereafter.”

Team names regularly 
change in Formula One ac-
cording to title sponsorship 
but changing the underly-
ing constructor name re-
quires the approval of rivals 
and the governing body.

Szafnauer said the FIA 
had asked the team owners 
to add Racing Point simply 
to distinguish the new entry 
from the previous one.

Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium), Aug. 24 
(Reuters): Red Bull have denied making an 
offer to McLaren’s Fernando Alonso as they 
sought a replacement for Australian Daniel 
Ricciardo.

Double world champion Alonso, who 
has announced he is leaving Formula One 
at the end of the season, told reporters on 
Thursday at the Belgian Grand Prix that 
he had turned down a Red Bull approach 
for 2019.

Ricciardo is joining Renault next year, 
with Frenchman Pierre Gasly announced 
this week as his successor graduating from 
Red Bull-owned Toro Rosso.

“Just to be totally clear, there was no of-
fer to Fernando Alonso for next year,” Red 
Bull team principal Christian Horner said 
on Friday.

“We have offered Fernando a contract 
in the past, but that was back in 2007.”

Horner said Alonso’s manager Flavio 
Briatore, a former Renault team boss, had 
made an enquiry as had Formula One’s 
commercial rights holders Liberty Media 
about possible interest in the Spaniard.

Horner suggested the Liberty approach 
was to be expected, with Alonso a major 
personality in the sport whose absence 
would be felt.

“There was just an enquiry as to wheth-
er we would consider Fernando, which you 
can understand from a promoter’s point of 
view,” he said.

“Fernando Alonso is a great asset to 

“But the chassis name, 
which I think a lot of the 
journalists will still use, is 
Force India,” he said. “Like 
Williams Martini Racing. 
Nobody says that, they just 
say Williams.”
Legal complications
Szafnauer confirmed that 
the new entry, fresh start 
and loss of points was be-
cause the administrators, 
appointed in July, had sold 
only the team’s physical as-
sets to Stroll rather than the 
shareholding.

“From what I under-
stand, if it was a share sale 
we wouldn’t have been a 
new entrant. We would 
have just continued. But 
because it was an asset sale, 
and not a share sale, we 
then had to become a new 
entrant,” he said.

“And once you become 
a new entrant, the old en-
trant ceases and we start 
from zero.”

Szafnauer said he un-
derstood the administra-
tors’ preferred option had 
been a share sale, which 
would have ensured the 

team kept their points, 
but there had been legal 
complications with that 
in the limited time frame 
available.

“That could have been 
the banks,” he said, refer-
ring to claims against the 
assets of both Mallya and 
the Sahara Group.

A group of Indian banks 
are seeking to recover more 
than $1 billion of loans 
granted to Mallya’s defunct 
Kingfisher Airlines.

Force India were sixth 
in the championship prior 
to Belgium, with 59 points.

Williams were previ-
ously last in the standings 
with only four points from 
12 races and Szafnauer was 
confident his Mercedes-
powered team would soon 
haul themselves off the 
bottom despite starting 
with a clean slate at Spa.

“I’m pretty confident 
(that Force India will not 
be last). We still have a good 
car, the same drivers, a 
good team, I’m confident 
we can score some points,” 
he said.

Otmar Szafnauer
Fernando Alonso 

matches.
“We know Tottenham 

are a great team but we 
need to get the win if we are 
to aspire to win the league... 
it’s a very important game,” 
new signing Fred told Sky 
Sports.

The Brazil international 
enjoyed a winning start to 
life at Old Trafford with a 
2-1 victory over Leicester 
City but the 25-year-old 
said Jose Mourinho’s team 
were second best to Brigh-
ton in all departments at 
the Amex Stadium.

“The Premier League 
is a great league and there 
are a lot of great teams 
and Brighton were better 
than United,” the former 
Shakhtar Donetsk player 
added. “Going into the next 
game we want to be fo-
cused and we want to win 
so we can stay in the race 
for the title.”

Chelsea squad this season.
There are reports from 

Turkey that the 32-year-old 
is a target for Galatasaray 
and Sarri admitted he can’t 
find a place for him in the 
team ahead of David Luiz 
and Antonio Rudiger at 

present.
“With Cahill I think at 

this moment for a defender 
it’s more difficult to play in 
my team after only 20 days 
of training,” Sarri said.

“It’s easier for an of-
fensive player, but for a 

defender it’s more difficult 
so at this moment he needs 
to have much more train-
ing with us.

“I told him that he 
needs to be patient now 
but that he is very impor-
tant for us.”

Formula One. If he could be in a competi-
tive car, I’m sure they would prefer him to 
be staying than pursuing his Triple Crown. 
I wouldn’t expect them to do anything dif-
ferent,” he said.

Horner said Red Bull’s position had 
always been that they invested in youth, 
and the drivers in the Red Bull junior pro-
gramme.

“We were always going to draw on the 
talent pool that we have.”

Alonso is chasing the so-called ‘Triple 
Crown of Motorsport’, having won the Le 
Mans 24 Hours sportscar race with Toyota 
this year.

The 37-year-old, a Monaco Grand Prix 
winner, is expected to switch his attentions 
to the Indianapolis 500 as the only missing 
component of a triple previously achieved 
only by the late Briton Graham Hill.
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Players of Ziekiezuo SC (in orange) and United 16 vies for the ball during their last league match on 
Friday at the Kohima local ground.

EM Images

Indian shooter Heena Sidhu poses for photograph after winning the bronze medal in the 10m Air Pistol 
at the 18th Asian Games Jakarta Palembang 2018, in Indonesia on Fri. Aug. 24.

PTI

Gold medallists Indian rowing men's team members Sawarn Singh, Bhokanal Dattu, Om Prakash, and S 
Singh pose for photo after the presentation ceremony for the men's quadruple sculls event at the 18th 
Asian Games Jakarta Palembang 2018, in Indonesia on Fri. Aug. 24.

PTI

Gold medalists Indian tennis players Rohan Bopanna and Divij 
Sharan poses with the tricolour after the presentation ceremony for 
Men's Double event at 18th Asian Games Jakarta Palembang 2018, 
in Indonesia on Fri. Aug. 24. 

PTI

In this May 29, 2018 file photo, Serena Williams of the U.S. returns a shot 
against Krystyna Pliskova of the Czech Republic during their first round 
match of the French Open tennis tournament.

Heena Sidhu secures maiden Asian 
Games individual medal with bronze

Bopanna-Sharan pair lands men's 
doubles gold at Asian Games

French Open says 'Non!' to Serena's black catsuit

1st doping case of Asian Games 
is Turkmenistan wrestler

Liverpool 'not for sale' after £2 billion bid

KFL: Ziekiezuo SC thrash bottom placed United 16 to keep title race alive

Indian rowers claim gold, 2 bronze medals
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Jakarta (Indonesia), Aug. 24 (AP): The first 
doping case of the Asian Games has been 
registered against a wrestler from Turk-
menistan.

The Olympic Council of Asia issued a 
statement Friday saying Rustem Nazarov, 
who lost in the quarterfinals of the 57-ki-
logram division, was disqualified from the 
games after testing positive for the banned 
diuretic furosemide in a pre-games test.

The OCA says the 24-year-old Nazarov's 
urine test taken the day before the Asian 
Games opening ceremony showed the pres-
ence of furosemide, which can be used as a 
masking agent.

There were six doping cases at the last 
Asian Games held at Incheon, South Korea, 
in 2014.

The 2018 edition, being co-hosted in Ja-
karta and Palembang, runs through Sept. 2.

London, Aug. 24 (AFP): Liverpool owners 
Fenway Sports Group insisted Friday the 
Premier League club is not for sale after 
details emerged of a failed £2 billion ($2.6 
billion) takeover bid from a cousin of Man-
chester City owner Sheikh Mansour.

Britain's Daily Mail newspaper 
reported that Abu Dhabi-based 
Sheikh Khaled Bin Zayed Al 
Nehayan approached the club 
over several months in late 2017 
and into early 2018.

He then made the £2 billion 
offer that would have been the 
most expensive takeover in the 
history of the game.

Liverpool -- 18-times Eng-
lish champions -- said the club was 
still open to new outside investment but is 
not for sale.

Britain's Press Association said it under-
stood that the interest -- one of a number 
of approaches FSG have received in recent 
years -- did not get past the vetting stage 

because it was deemed neither credible nor 
worthy of being put to the ownership.

"FSG have been clear and consistent: 
the club is not for sale," said a Liverpool 
statement.

"But what the ownership has said, 
again clearly and consistently, is 

that under the right terms and 
conditions we would consider 
taking on a minority investor, if 

such a partnership was to further 
our commercial interests in 
specific market places and in 
line with the continued devel-
opment and growth of the club 
and the team."

Malcolm Glazer's £790 mil-
lion purchase of Premier League rivals 

Manchester United in 2005 remains the 
most expensive football takeover deal. Liv-
erpool, bought by their owners, then known 
as New England Sports Ventures, for £300 
million in 2010, were valued at £1.42 billion 
by business services group KPMG in May.

Palembang, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
Heena Sidhu put behind a 
modest qualification to win 
her maiden Asian Games 
individual medal today, her 
bronze in the women's 10m 
air pistol taking India's haul 
at the Jakabaring Shooting 
Range to nine.

Sidhu came from be-
hind in the finals and was 
just 0.1 from the lead after 
she produced a 10.8 on the 
21st shot. Her next shot was 
a 9.6 and her overall score 
of 219.2 could only give her 
a bronze. 

Sixteen-year-old Manu 
Bhaker was left disappoint-
ed again, this time in her 
main event, finishing fifth.

The gold went to Chi-
na's Wang Qian, whose 
240.3 was a Games Record. 
South Korea's Kim Minjung 
took the silver, aggregating 
237.6.

It was another medal 
for Sidhu in a major event, 
having won the gold and 
silver in the 25m pistol and 
10m pistol at the 2018 Com-
monwealth Games in Gold 
Coast. Bhaker had finished 
ahead of her senior team-
mate Sidhu at Gold Coast in 
the 10m event.

Sidhu, a two-time World 
Cup gold medallist and for-
mer world number one, 
had recovered well in the 
qualification earlier in the 

day to finish seventh with 
571 while Manu was third 
with 574.

"It is all because of my 
efforts in the finals (that 
I have won a medal). The 
qualification was low. I am 
not happy with it at all," 
Sidhu told PTI when asked 
about her effort in the high-
pressure finals.

"In the finals, I kept 
fighting from the first shot. 
In the beginning, the group 
was more on the left (of 
the bulls eye). I kept giving 
clicks to my sighter so that 
I could hit the bulls eye but 
I should have given more 
clicks.

"In the finals you are 
under pressure. You are not 

sure that 'are you making 
the mistake or is it just the 
grouping that has shifted'. 
So I was trying to be very 
defensive. I think if I would 
have been more decisive 
and given more clicks in 
the beginning, I am sure I 
would have won the gold," 
said the 28-year-old from 
Ludhiana.

Palembang, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
Indian rowers won a gold 
and two bronze medals in 
an incredible start to the 
sixth day of competitions 

at the 18th Asian Games 
here, making up for the 
disappointment in the days 
gone by.

The team comprising 

Sawarn Singh, Dattu Bho-
kanal, Om Prakash and 
Sukhmeet Singh clocked 
6:17.13 to win the gold 
medal in men's quadruple 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 24 (EMN): 
Defending champions 
Ziekiezuo SC thrashed 
United 16 FC 7-1 in their 
last league match to keep 
the title race alive till the last 
match at the 2nd Kohima 
Football League on Friday.

The win puts Ziekie-
zuo SC temporarily in first 
place with 24 points, while 
Sechu Zubza FC in second 
place with 23 points with a 
game in hand. United 16 FC 
ended their second season 
in the bottom place with 4 
points (a win and a draw). 

Keneinguzei Pienyu's 
brace and a goal each from 
Keviphretuo Kire, Neik-
ethozo Yhome, Vilhoube-
ituo Yhome, Khriekethozo 
Keretsu, Kethosilie Zatsu 
helped the team to run riot 
for Ziekiezuo SC. 

Ziekiezuo SC scored 
four goals while United 16 
failed to attempt any shot 
on target in the first half. 

In the match, Ziekiezou 
SC made immediate im-
pact and defensive error for 
United 16 helped Ziekiezuo 
SC to open the scoring in 
5th minute through Kevi-
phretuo Kire.

Minutes later, Khruk-
hoto Resu latched a long 
cross as Keneinguzei Pi-
enyu fetched the ball to pass 
the defender and thumped 
home the second goal. In 
30 minutes Ziekiezou were 
leading with three goals 

Palembang, Aug. 24 (PTI): 
Top seeds Rohan Bopanna 
and Divij Sharan notched 
up their maiden men's 
doubles gold medal at the 
Asian Games, dominating 
the final clash with a thor-
oughly clinical performance 
here today.

Bopanna and Sharan 
defeated Aleksander Bub-
lik and Denis Yevseyev of 
Kazakhstan 6-3 6-4 in 52 
minutes.

Less than 20 minutes 
into the match, the Indians 
were 4-1 ahead, breaking 
Bublik and Yevseyev at the 
very first opportunity they 
got.

In no time, the top seeds 
were serving for the set with 
a 5-3 lead and Bopanna's 
booming serve wrapped it 
up in style for them.

The Kazakhs had their 
moments but were undone 
by erratic play -- a brilliant 
cross-court backhand win-
ner one moment and a 
powerless return buried 
in the nets the very next 
minute.

In contrast, Bopanna 
and Sharan's easy camara-
derie shone through in the 
match and they displayed 
near-perfect on-court coor-
dination. Bopanna was par-
ticularly formidable from 
the baseline, displaying a 
good range of strokes to pull 
off some tough winners, 
helped by his brute power. 

The second set went 
slightly better for Bublik and 
Yevseyev but they just could 
not rein in the unforced 
errors, including a double 
fault in the fifth game which 

Sidhu was picked for 
only one event and Bhaker 
competed in three 10m pis-
tol, 25m pistol and mixed 
team event. Ahead of the 
Asian Games, Sidhu had 
said that she should have 
been in the mixed team as 
per the selection criteria.

"The competition is 
over. There is no point talk-
ing about it now. Though 
I think I should have been 
in the mixed team," she 
added.

Heena and Manu were 
fifth and sixth respectively 
after the first series of five 
shots each. Bhaker made a 
slight surge in the second 
series but was still nowhere 
near a medal. After 14 shots 
of the 24-shot final, Heena 
moved to third with a 10.6 
and 10.3, and was able to 
maintain it for bronze.

Bhaker could not meet 
the rising expectations but 
would be fired up to do her 
best at the upcoming World 
Championships. Her coach 
Jaspal Rana said Bhaker 
should be given more time.

"She is still very young. 
She needs to learn how to 
cope up with the pressure 
in big finals. The experience 
will come with time. You 
need to be mature enough 
to be winning medals at 
this level or the Olympics," 
Rana said.

could have cost them.
The Kazakhs had the 

faster legs between the two 
pairs but the Indians had 
the experience to negate 
that.

At 3-3, Bopanna and 
Sharan clinched the all-im-
portant break to go up and 
though they were pushed 
a bit in the very next game, 
the top seeds held serve to 
grab a 5-3 lead.

The Kazakhs held on in 
the next game but it only 
delayed the inevitable. 

Serving for the match at 
40-0, Bopanna didn't really 
come up with the booming 
serve but the Kazakhs had 
been deflated enough and 
a feeble return went into the 
nets to give India the first 
tennis gold of the ongoing 

event. 
India have claimed the 

men's doubles gold on four 
occasions at the Games, the 
last pair being Somdev Dev-
varman and Sanam Singh 
in the 2010 Guangzhou edi-
tion.

Mahesh Bhupathi and 
Leander Paes remain the 
most successful Indian 
men's doubles pair in the 
Asian Games history, having 
claimed back-to-back gold 
medals in the 2002 and 2006 
Games. Paes had stunned 
the Indian team this time by 
pulling out on the eve of the 
Games after complaining 
of not getting a specialist 
partner of his choice. 

In 2014, Saketh Myneni 
and Sanam had ended with 
a silver medal.

Paris, Aug. 24 (AP): Serena 
Williams will no longer be 
allowed to wear her skin-
tight black catsuit at the 
French Open.

The French Tennis Fed-
eration president, Bernard 
Giudicelli, says the tourna-
ment that Williams has won 
three times is introducing a 
dress code to regulate play-
ers' uniforms because ''I 
think that sometimes we've 
gone too far.''

In an interview in Tennis 
Magazine's 500th edition, 
Giudicelli singled out the 
figure-hugging black suit 
that Williams wore this year 
at Roland Garros and said 
made her feel like a super-
hero.

Giudicelli said: ''It will 
no longer be accepted. One 
must respect the game and 
the place.'' He said Roland 
Garros' new rules won't be 
as strict as Wimbledon's, 
which require that players 

sculls.
It was redemption of 

sorts for Bhokanal after yes-
terday's forgettable show, 
when he failed to complete 
his event leaving the coach 
fuming.

H o s t s  I n d o n e s i a 
(6:20.58) and Thailand 
(6:22.41) were placed sec-
ond and third respectively 
in the quadruple skulls.

Before landing the top 
prize, India bagged two 
bronze medals in the sport 
through Rohit Kumar and 
Bhagwan Singh in light-
weight double sculls after 
Dushyant started the day 
with a third-place finish in 
lightweight single sculls.

Rohit and Bhagwan 
clocked 7:04.61 to win 
bronze in their event at the 
JSC Lake. 

Japan's Miyaura Masa-
yuki and Takeda Masahiro 
won the gold with a timing 
of 7:01.70 while Koreans 

Kim Byunghoon and Lee 
Minhyuk (7:03.22) bagged 
silver. 

Earlier, Dushyant won 
the country its first row-
ing medal at the ongoing 
Games, claiming a bronze 
in men's lightweight single 
sculls.

Korea's Hyunsu Park 
and Hong Kong's Chun Gun 
Chiu won the gold and silver 
medals respectively.

Dushyant, who was de-
clared the best rower in the 
2013 National Champion-
ships, finished third on the 
podium with a timing of 
7.18.76 as India enjoyed a 
good beginning on the sixth 
day of competition.

The Indian, who began 
rowing in 2012 at an army 
training camp in Roorkee, 
had won a bronze in the last 
edition of the Games, too, 
in Incheon. India now have 
21 medals -- five gold, four 
silver and 12 bronze.

with Neikethozo Yhome 
finding the net.

Vilhoubeituo Yhome 
who was culpable of miss-
ing numerous opportuni-
ties did score in the 45th 
minute to make it 4-0 for 
Ziekiezuo SC.

In the second half, 
Ziekiezou made a slow start 
but United 16 failed to take 
the opportunity as Kenein-
guzei Pienyu scored again 
in the 62nd minute. 

In the 70th minute, 
Neikethozo through ball 

into Khriekethozo Keretsu 
path helped him to take the 
chance to score the sixth 
goal in the 70th minute.

Ziekiezuo SC conceded 
a goal again in their last 
match with Lonkhoi scoring 
the consolation goal in the 
85th minute to give United 
16 fans something to cheer 
about. 

However Kethosilie Zat-
su rounded up the match in 
the 88th minute to thump 
home their seventh goal for 
the defending champions to 

finish the match. 
Sechu Zubza FC and Twen-
ty XI match to decide the 
champions of KFL-2
Sechü Zubza FC will play 
their last match against 
Twenty XI FC on Saturday 
afternoon to decide the 
champions of the 2nd Ko-
hima Football league.

Sechu Zubza will need 
only a draw to take the title 
with better goal difference 
(+17) and Ziekiezuo SC 
(+10). While a defeat for 
Zubza team will gift defend-

ing champions Ziekiezuo 
their second title.    

Ziekiezuo SC is lead-
ing the table standing with 
24 points, while Sechu 
Zubza in second place with 
23 points and a match in 
hand. New Market is with 
19 points and Twenty XI FC 
with 18 points in third and 
fourth respectively. 

Team manager Nei-
dilhoutuo Sechu of Zubza 
team said while we move 
ahead with confidence, 
we are playing against a 
strong team like Twenty XI 
FC. Indeed, this team from 
Viswema has performed 
exceptionally well in the 
2nd leg and are unbeaten in 
the second leg of the league. 
SZFC is also playing against 
a club which is considered 
one of the most disciplined 
teams of this edition.
Closing ceremony of KFL-2
The closing ceremony of the 
2nd edition of the Kohima 
Football League will be held 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Saturday at 2 pm. 

Pele Khezhie, president, 
Nagaland Contractors & 
Suppliers Union (NCSU) 
will attend the occasion as 
the guest of honour.

Taekwondo demonstra-
tion and IV NAP JAZZ band, 
Thizama Kohima will be 
part of the event during the 
closing ceremony.

Saturday's match 
Sechu Zubza FC Vs Twenty 

XI Viswema at 2 pm

wear white, but will ''im-
pose certain limits.''

Many player uniforms 
for 2019 have already been 

designed but Giudicelli said 
the FFT will be asking man-
ufacturers for an advance 
look at them.


